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‘We haven’t taken the name off yet.’ Deal expired, but PNC Arena could keep its name. 

By Luke DeCock 

The Carolina Hurricanes and PNC Bank are halfway through 
a 90-day extension of their naming-rights deal without a new 
agreement but Hurricanes president Don Waddell said 
Wednesday night that PNC Arena remains likely to remain … 
PNC Arena. 

“It’s still named PNC,” Waddell said. “We’re working toward 
an extension with them. I feel confident we’ll get something 
done in the next little bit. That’s why we haven’t taken the 
name off yet.” 

The original 20-year deal between the Hurricanes and what 
was originally RBC Centura Bank, worth $4 million per year, 
expired at the end of August, but the two sides agreed to 
extend the negotiating window to pursue a long-term 
extension. Any naming-rights revenue is divided among the 
Hurricanes, N.C. State and the Centennial Authority, which 
oversees the arena. 

PNC assumed the deal when it purchased RBC Centura in 
2011. Representatives with the Pittsburgh -based bank did 
not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

In August, Waddell told the Centennial Authority, “We’re in 
some heavy negotiations with multiple companies right now.”  

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes opened their season Wednesday 
night with a 4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets and the 

team’s name on their helmets instead of the Lenovo 
advertisement that was there last season. Waddell said that 
was a one-year deal with Lenovo that was not renewed, 
although the team was interested in finding a new helmet 
sponsor. 

Waddell said the Hurricanes would also consider wearing an 
advertising patch on their jersey, as some NHL teams are 
this season, but have found it to be a buyer’s market. 

“The story behind the patches, it’s a great thing for the 
league obviously, but I think we counted the other day there 
are 119 teams trying to sell patches and five or six NHL 
teams have had success,” Waddell said. “Everything came 
on the market the same time, all the leagues decided they 
were going to do it at the same time, so maybe a year ago it 
would have been a little different? 

“The way the economy is right now, some of these big 
companies, they’re laying off employees and it makes it hard 
for them to spend millions of dollars to put a patch on a 
jersey.” 

Generally speaking, though, Waddell said the franchise has 
“never been in a better shape from a business standpoint.” 

“Six years ago we had 4,500 season-ticket holders and we 
have almost 14,000 now,” Waddell said. “We put the product 
on the ice and the fans have responded.”
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NHL 2022-23 bold predictions: A 70-goal scorer, trades, breakouts, awards, more  

A first-time 50-goal scorer in Edmonton. A new king of the 
Metropolitan Division. An eight-figure contract in Boston. A 
legend traded out of Chicago (but not the one you’re 
expecting). And maybe even the NHL’s first 70-goal season 
since 1993? 

Those were among the responses we got this week when we 
asked The Athletic’s NHL staff for their bold predictions for 
the 2022-23 season. 

Here’s one prediction per team as we enter the first weekend 
of regular-season play: 

Anaheim Ducks 

Mason McTavish will win the Calder Trophy: Can the 19-
year-old actually do it? It could be an uphill battle, with 
Buffalo defenseman Owen Power the favorite going into the 
season and Seattle’s Matty Beniers set to play a huge role 
and perhaps keep up his point-per-game introduction from 
last season (he has a goal and three points in two games so 
far). But McTavish showed off some nifty passing, with two 
assists Wednesday, and he could get prime ice time if he 
sticks on a top line with Troy Terry and Ryan Strome. His 
lethal shot could become a weapon on the power play, too. 
You wanted bold? McTavish could become Anaheim’s first 
Calder winner. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Connor Ingram will be the starter in goal by Christmas: 
Ingram was the Coyotes’ second goalie waiver claim of the 
preseason; the first, Jonas Johansson, came and went in a 
flash (back to Colorado). The Coyotes hope Ingram, selected 
from the Nashville Predators organization, will be there for 
the longer haul and can blossom in his mid-20s after an up-
and-down start to his professional career. Just 25 and 
coming off two excellent years in the AHL, Ingram will get a 
chance to be an everyday NHL player this season. If he 
makes the most of the opportunity, he could become part of 
the Coyotes’ core going forward. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

David Pastrnak will re-sign for $11 million annually: Pastrnak 
is a must-sign player for the Bruins. He is part of their next 
core, along with Charlie McAvoy. He is 26 years old with all 
the leverage on his side. The trade market is limited in terms 
of who could take on his AAV and provide the Bruins with 
necessary assets. His $88 million extension would look nice 
next to his number. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Jack Quinn will score 20 goals: Quinn scored 26 goals in 45 
AHL games last season. He led the Sabres in individual 
expected goals in the preseason. He’s playing on a line with 
Alex Tuch, arguably Buffalo’s best playmaker. That’s a lot of 
ingredients that could help Quinn make an instant NHL 
impact. If he gets some power-play time eventually, 20 goals 

should be well within reach. In NHL history, 350 players have 
scored 20 goals in their rookie seasons. Quinn has the skill 
and situation to join that group. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Dillon Dube will score 30 goals for the first time: Dube has 
started the season playing with Andrew Mangiapane and 
Nazem Kadri, two feisty players who excel at both ends of 
the rink. That has the makings of a line that can be annoying 
and frustrating to play against, showing skill, offensive touch 
and solid forechecking abilities during the preseason. On a 
squad where the spotlight will be on Kadri, Jonathan 
Huberdeau and others, Dube is naturally flying under the 
radar. Mangiapane knows a thing or two about that after 
catching the hockey world by surprise with a 35-goal season 
in 2021-22. It’s entirely possible that some of that rubs off on 
Dube this year. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi will outscore Vincent Trocheck: There 
are high expectations for Kotkaniemi after he signed an 
eight-year, $38.56 million extension with the Hurricanes last 
season and was given the first shot to fill the hole vacated by 
Trocheck’s signing with the Rangers. I think he not only 
meets those expectations but puts up more points than 
Trocheck this season, quickly proving the Hurricanes made 
the right move by locking him up. Kotkaniemi will finish with 
more than 20 goals and 60-plus points, stabilizing Carolina’s 
second line. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Jonathan Toews will get traded, and Patrick Kane won’t: 
Seems like everyone’s assuming the opposite, because they 
think Toews is untradeable and Kane will be too valuable at 
the deadline to hold onto. But there are teams out there 
(Colorado?) that would love to have Toews as a third-line 
center for a playoff run as long as a third team launders the 
cap hit. As for Kane, I may be alone on this, but I really 
believe he’s looking for a reason to stay. He wants to be a 
Blackhawks lifer. Kyle Davidson would probably prefer to 
trade him for a first-round pick and more, but Kane holds all 
the cards. And while playing alongside Artemi Panarin or 
Mathew Barzal would be greatly appealing to him, in the end, 
Chicago is home. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Four Avs defensemen will score double-digit goals: Cale 
Makar is a lock to score more than 10 goals. Heck, he could 
get to 30. Devon Toews is a safe bet, too, considering his 
emergence the past two seasons. Then there’s Bowen 
Byram, who looked awesome in the Stanley Cup Final and 
scored his first goal of 2022-23 on Thursday. He had five 
goals in 30 games last year, so if he can stay relatively 
healthy this season, getting to 10 is perfectly reasonable. 
Then one of Samuel Girard, Josh Manson or Erik Johnson 
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needs to reach the mark. Manson had five goals in 42 games 
with the Avs last year (regular season and postseason 
combined), and Johnson has a career high of 12. Girard 
should have a bounceback season and has the offensive 
skillset to make this feel possible. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets will have a top-10 power play: This may be 
considered a cry for help given how chronically awful the 
Blue Jackets have been with a man advantage ever since 
Sam Gagner — yes, Sam Gagner! — left following the 2016-
17 season. Not even Artemi Panarin could shake the 
doldrums as the team has finished among the league’s eight 
worst each of the past five seasons. But I think Johnny 
Gaudreau’s arrival and Patrik Laine’s long-term outlook in 
Columbus will lead to a pick-you-poison dilemma for 
opposing penalty kills. Point man Zach Werenski and net-
front playmaker Jakub Voracek could have a field day, too. 
— Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Miro Heiskanen will double his career high in points: Coach 
Pete DeBoer’s system typically elevates the production of 
quality defensemen, Brent Burns in San Jose being a good 
example. Heiskanen’s career high is 36 points, far too low for 
a player of his talent. He’ll also be a staple on the first power-
play unit for the first time in his NHL career and will begin the 
season playing on his strong side after more than two 
seasons playing on his offside. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings will have five 20-goal scorers: The Red 
Wings haven’t had five 20-goal scorers since 2008-09 and 
had only three last season, so this one is a bolder prediction 
than it might sound on the surface. But with three returning 
20-plus goal scorers in Dylan Larkin, Lucas Raymond and 
Tyler Bertuzzi, plus a finally healthy Jakub Vrana and some 
strong offseason additions in Andrew Copp, David Perron 
and Dominik Kubalik, the Red Wings should have more 
scoring depth than they’ve had in a long time. — Max 
Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Connor McDavid will score 50 goals: Did you see the way he 
played in the playoffs last season? McDavid is a perennial 
40-goal scorer and produced at a 48-goal pace in his 
remarkable 105-point, 56-game campaign in 2021. Though 
he’s got Evander Kane on his wing and Leon Draisaitl to 
pass to on the power play, McDavid is just too good not to hit 
the half-century mark. At 25, he might not have too many 
chances left. The time for him to do it is now. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Sergei Bobrovsky will lose his job: And not in a temporary 
fashion, either. This is probably a bit bolder than you think — 
Bobrovsky was good last season (.913 save percentage, 
10th leaguewide in GSAx). Goalie performance is volatile, 
though, and that’s especially true with Bobrovsky. Plus, 
coach Paul Maurice has nothing invested in his success and 
Spencer Knight is on track to improve, as 21-year-old NHL 
goalies tend to do. Throw in Knight’s recent contract 

extension, and enough ingredients are on the table to think 
that when the playoffs roll around, Florida will have a new 
Game 1 starter. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Kevin Fiala will have a career-high point total — again: After 
Fiala’s 33-goal, 85-point breakout with the Wild last season, 
the Kings will gladly take more of the same from the Swiss 
winger to kick off his new seven-year contract. Fiala is on the 
top line with veteran playmaker Anze Kopitar and sniper 
Adrian Kempe, has the ability to create plays on his own and 
beat goalies clean with his shot, and also can find 
teammates with his underrated passing ability. (He had 52 
assists last season.) And he’s going to get plenty of 
opportunities on the top power play. Fiala can still take the 
unnecessary penalty, but he’s started to match consistency 
with his talent. And the Kings are paying him to be an impact 
player. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild will get past the first round: This is the year. For the 
third time since 2003 and first since 2015, the Wild are going 
to exorcise their first-round demons and advance to the 
semifinals. This is still a really good team, led by Kirill 
Kaprizov, and it has the cap space to add a significant piece 
(or pieces) if it plays its cards right. And the Wild also now 
have a good luck charm in Minnesota-based Joe Smith, who 
is accustomed to long playoff runs coming from Tampa to 
help cover the team. — Michael Russo and Joe Smith 

Montreal Canadiens 

Kaiden Guhle will finish in the top five in Calder voting: In 
much the same way that Moritz Seider got lots of ice time as 
a rookie on a bad team and improved as the season went as 
a result, Guhle can do so with this season’s Canadiens. The 
returns of Joel Edmundson and Mike Matheson from injury 
will eat into his ice time at first, but here’s saying Guhle will 
earn it back as the season goes along and finish above 20 
minutes a night as a rookie, with his polished defensive 
game and improved offensive game catching the eye of 
some voters. — Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Juuse Saros will win the Vezina: Saros was a finalist last 
season, actually had a stronger case to be a finalist the 
season before when he wasn’t, and by any measure belongs 
in that company. His excellence since succeeding Pekka 
Rinne has been a bit overlooked, but the guess here is the 
2022-23 numbers will make him impossible to ignore. The 
addition of Ryan McDonagh to form a shutdown pairing with 
Mattias Ekholm is something the Preds haven’t had since the 
Ekholm-P.K. Subban heyday of 2016 to 2018. — Joseph 
Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Jack Hughes will be the top scorer in the Metro: If we look at 
last season’s top NHL scorers, the Pacific, Atlantic and 
Central divisions are all represented. The best scorer from 
the Metropolitan Division, meanwhile, was Artemi Panarin at 
96 points. Hughes can match or exceed that if he can stay 
healthy. The building blocks are there in New Jersey, the 
Devils should finally have a capable power play and Hughes 
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broke out for 56 points in 49 games last season. It seems 
plausible he’s even better in 2022-23. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Ilya Sorokin will be a Vezina finalist: After establishing 
himself last season as one of the NHL’s best goalies, 
Sorokin is in the prime of his career at age 27, is still playing 
behind one of the better defense groups in the league, 
shouldn’t be overly taxed with Semyon Varlamov as his 
backup and will be eligible for a contract extension next 
summer. It should all add up to another stellar season. — 
Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers will win the Metro: Last season’s success may 
have been ahead of schedule for the Rangers’ turnaround, 
but they are well on track for this season. They were a top-10 
team in the league from January on in suppressing high-
danger scoring chances, one of the best measures of 
success, and their defense is arguably better and more 
experienced now. It’s not the ultimate goal, but a division 
crown would put the Rangers in strong position for another 
long playoff run. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

The Senators will make the playoffs: The Senators have 
suffered through a five-year playoff drought, the longest in 
franchise history. And after missing the playoffs by a 
whopping 27 points last season, it’s definitely a tall mountain 
for Ottawa to climb. But after improving their talent level in 
the offseason, they’ve certainly improved their odds of 
making the playoffs. Even with those improvements, they’re 
still considered long shots by most to qualify for the playoffs 
in a tough Atlantic Division. But somebody is bound to drop 
out of the playoff picture in the Eastern Conference this 
season, and when they do, Ottawa will be poised to jump 
into a wildcard spot. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers will trade one of their recognizable veterans on 
long-term contracts: John Tortorella is serious about 
implementing his brand of “hard to play against” culture with 
the Flyers, even if the team probably isn’t good enough to 
compete for a playoff spot. A big part of that will be 
determining which players are truly buying into his approach. 
The hope is that all of the players do so; in reality, there 
probably will be at least one or two who clash with Tortorella. 
If that happens, don’t be surprised if said player is quickly on 
his way out the door via trade. Chuck Fletcher can’t afford to 
be patient anymore — this club needs to show progress this 
season, at least in terms of competitiveness. If someone isn’t 
on board, I wager he won’t be long for this roster. — Charlie 
O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins will win the East: Their only real weakness is 
their bottom six, and that can be fixed by trade deadline time. 
Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Jake Guentzel and Kris 
Letang remain quite a core. Those players are hungry to 
prove the Penguins remain contenders. Tristan Jarry wants 
playoff redemption (and good playoff health). Also, while the 
East is loaded, every contender has major flaws. By 

comparison, the Penguins’ warts are minor. The Penguins 
are due for some postseason breaks, and Crosby is getting 
tired of hearing about five straight series losses. This team 
has a run left. — Josh Yohe  

San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks will have a top-five pick in the 2023 NHL Draft: 
There are three ways to get there: finish with one of the three 
worst records, thereby guaranteeing a top-five spot; finish in 
the bottom five and don’t drop after the lottery; or miss the 
playoffs and win one of the top-two spots in the lottery. If 
everything breaks right, the Sharks have enough high-end 
talent and competent goaltending to be frisky, possibly even 
on the edge of the postseason mix. But the roster is also 
perilously thin, particularly on defense. An extended absence 
for Erik Karlsson or Mario Ferraro could lead to a very long 
season. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

The Kraken will be Western Conference disruptors: There’s 
been a lot of talk about the Red Wings and Senators as 
disruptors this season, but why not the Kraken? They’ve 
added scoring support and should get some rebound out of 
their goalies. That probably doesn’t make enough difference 
to make them a playoff team, but this could be a season 
when they linger just outside the race. They at least won’t be 
a pushover. They’ll take key points away from opponents 
and are a legitimate pick for a spoiler. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

The Blues will re-sign Vladimir Tarasenko — and let Ryan 
O’Reilly walk: Yeah, I don’t fully believe this either, but bear 
with me: Last season, Tarasenko had a career-best 82 
points, and he’ll be motivated in a contract year. Teams 
haven’t been willing to trade for him, so will they pay what he 
could be worth in free agency? He might price himself out of 
St. Louis, too, but can the Blues afford to lose him? 
Meanwhile, at center, Robert Thomas is locked up for eight 
more years and Brayden Schenn for five, so does O’Reilly 
become expendable? Could general manager Doug 
Armstrong really let his captain walk? He’s done it before 
(see: David Backes, Alex Pietrangelo). — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Steven Stamkos will score 50 goals: Stamkos scored 42 in 
2021-22 in what was the best season of his 14-year career. 
He was very encouraged by his summer workouts and 
should benefit from a full season of a healthy Nikita 
Kucherov and Brayden Point, too. The Lightning are going to 
rely more on their top-three forwards, with their depth tested, 
and Stamkos has the ability and -play time to pull off his first 
50-goal season since scoring 60 in 2011-12. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Auston Matthews will sniff 70 goals: On the one hand, this 
feels bold, right? Nobody has scored 70 goals in almost 30 
years, and only eight guys, period, have done it. And yet, for 
Matthews, it feels entirely conceivable. Last season, he 
scored 60 goals — in 73 games. And that included an early 
chunk of the season when he was still getting over offseason 
wrist surgery. He’s coming off a Hart Trophy and back-to-
back Rocket Richards, and he’s only getting better. I’ve got 
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him down for 67 this season, but I wouldn’t put 70 past him. 
— Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Elias Pettersson will hit 40 goals: Pettersson is an efficiency 
monster and one of the most accurate shooters in the 
league. A wrist injury limited his effectiveness as a finisher a 
year ago in the first half of the season, but once his shot 
looked right, from mid-January on, he scored 21 times in his 
final 37 games. He probably doesn’t sustain the 23 percent 
shooting clip he managed over those 37 games, but he’ll 
come close. The fact is that most of what he accomplished 
looked oddly sustainable given his rare ability to drive 
percentages. So mark him down for 40 goals. — Thomas 
Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Jack Eichel will reach 100 points: Eichel’s single-season 
career high is 82 points, but he’s surrounded by the most 
talent he’s ever played with and has been a man on a 
mission. With a full offseason and camp in Vegas, he looks 
like a different player than he did in last year’s return from 
neck surgery. He’s made the game look easy in transition, 
using his powerful stride to blow by defenders and his 
strength and balance to maintain that speed through contact. 
If he gets a good look at the net, it’s all but over with the 
world-class release on his wrist shot. I expect to see the best 
version of Eichel we’ve ever seen as he soars past his 
previous career highs. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Nicklas Backstrom will return to the lineup: The Caps aren’t 
sure it’ll happen. Backstrom isn’t, either. After all, returning to 
the NHL after hip resurfacing is uncharted territory. But the 
soon-to-be 35-year-old feels good. He’s rehabbing daily. 
And, in Backstrom’s own words, he’s determined to go out 
on his own terms. My gut tells me the franchise’s all-time 
leader in assists will not only suit up, but he’ll even set up 
Alex Ovechkin for a goal to two. Yes, I’m aware of the cap 
headache a return during the regular season would create. 
But if Backstrom is healthy and still has game, I bet the Caps 
will find a way to make it work. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Cole Perfetti will be a Calder Trophy finalist: Perfetti was less 
than an afterthought in our NHL awards predictions — he 
didn’t receive a single vote. And while Owen Power, Matty 
Beniers and Mason McTavish were the top three picks of the 
2021 draft and are realistic favorites for the award, let’s not 
forget the amount of opportunity that Perfetti will enjoy this 
season. His role in the top six is written in ink, he has a top-
flight center in Pierre-Luc Dubois and a strong playmaking 
right winger in Blake Wheeler to work with and he looked 
brilliant running Winnipeg’s second power-play unit in 
training camp. The Calder Trophy isn’t about who has the 
highest ceiling; it’s about who is most impressive this 
season. Perfetti is older, has more pro experience and will 
have more help via quality of linemates than an awful lot of 
the competition this year. I say he finishes with offensive 
numbers so strong he makes this year’s Calder Trophy 
podium — and, fortune willing, maybe even wins it. — Murat 
Ates
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Recap: Canes Win In Burns' Return To San Jose, 2-1 

Aho scores game-winner with 1:58 remaining in regulation 

By Walt Ruff 

SAN JOSE, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes kicked off their 
five-game west coast swing with a 2-1 victory over the San 
Jose Sharks Friday night.  

The Story 

Much like Wednesday's season opener against Columbus, 
the first 20 minutes of action resembled that of two teams 
trying to find their game. Goaltenders Antti Raanta and 
James Reimer were each tasked with a handful of tries along 
the way, but just as when it appeared that the game would 
progress to the second scoreless, Evgeny Svechnikov had 
other plans. The elder brother of Canes forward Andrei, San 
Jose's forward cut through the slot and fired a shot by Calvin 
de Haan before it appeared to surprise and sneak by Raanta 
as well. 

The home side took their one-goal advantage into the middle 
frame and while Carolina worked more toward the game that 
they desire to play, Reimer was an X-Factor against his 
former club. The 2019-21 Hurricane was all the way up to 23 
stops on 23 attempts late in the second period, but before his 
club could take their lead into the final frame of regulation 
this time it was Martin Necas' time to play spoiler. 

Andrei Svechnikov hustled back into the neutral zone to strip 
Kevin LeBanc of the puck, spun play the other way and put a 
flawless pass on the tape of Necas for the game-tying tally. 

In the third period both clubs had opportunities on special 
teams, but Raanta and Reimer continued to keep the score 
tied. When all was said and done, Reimer's evening 
concluded with a much busier line than Raanta, with San 
Jose's netminder seeing 35 shots in comparison to Raanta's 
19. 

But with just 1:58 to go in regulation, it was the 35th and final 
shot of the evening for Carolina that tipped the balance. A 
shot-pass from the point by Brett Pesce made its way 
flawlessly to the skate and then stick of Sebastian Aho, 
redirecting past Reimer to give Carolina the 2-1 victory. 

Bonus Notes 

 Defenseman Brent Burns made his return to the 
Shark Tank in the contest, the building that he 
called home for his 11 seasons in teal. He received 

a must-see tribute video prior to the opening puck 
drop. 

 Forward Stefan Noesen made his season debut in 
the contest after it was announced Friday afternoon 
that Ondrej Kase was returning to Raleigh for 
evaluation due to a possible concussion. Noesen 
played alongside Jordan Martinook and Derek 
Stepan and also slotted right into Kase's spot on the 
team's top power play unit. 

 Necas' goal now gives him four points in two games 
to start the season. In Hurricanes/Whalers history 
only two players have ever had more through their 
first two appearances (Mark Howe and Mike Rogers 
- 5 - 1980-81). 

They Said It 

Antti Raanta offering his thoughts following the victory... 

"First game of the season for me, so there were a couple 
things that you want to work on and things you want to 
understand what to do differently. But I think we played pretty 
well today for the full 60 minutes and on special teams. 
Obviously we got the late goal and we defended really well at 
the end there. We'll take the two points and move forward." 

Brent Burns summarizing his return to the Shark Tank... 

"It's tough. I knew it was going to be hard. It's just a weird 
day. Walking in and seeing all the security guys that I got to 
see so well and all that. You're trying to read faceoffs and 
you're smiling at guys. It's great to be back, it's great to see a 
lot of really great people that have meant a lot to me and my 
family for the last 11 years, but it is to weird to play hockey. 
It's nice to get that over with, but it's awesome." 

Rod Brind'Amour on Martin Necas continuing his hot start to 
the season... 

"He's been great. Now he's just got to keep doing that. We 
knew that he had this capability. Now it's two games in and 
it's been a pretty impressive two games." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to fly to Seattle post-game. 
They're slated to return to practice on Sunday before taking 
on the Kraken at Climate Pledge Arena Monday night.
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Hurricanes edge Sharks on Aho's late goal 

Forward breaks tie with 1:58 remaining; San Jose still 
looking for first win 

By Chelena Goldman 

SAN JOSE -- Sebastian Aho scored the go-ahead goal with 
1:58 remaining, and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
San Jose Sharks 2-1 at SAP Center on Friday. 

Aho was credited with the goal when Brett Pesce's shot from 
the top of the right face-off circle redirected in off his left 
skate. 

"Just a great play by Pesce taking a little second to look," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I thought we had a 
lot of play in the O-zone. A lot of close calls." 

Martin Necas also scored for the Hurricanes (2-0-0), who 
were beginning a five-game road trip. Antti Raanta made 18 
saves. 

"I think we played pretty well today for the whole 60 
minutes," Raanta said. "Special teams, good PK, and then 
obviously we got the late goal and then defended really well 
at the end there. So, you take the two points and move 
forward." 

Evgeny Svechnikov scored for the Sharks (0-3-0), who host 
the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday. James Reimer made 
33 saves. 

"For the most part, I thought we weathered the storm," 
Reimer said. "We worked hard, we battled hard. These guys 
are giving it their all and they're grinding. They're digging in. 
It's impressive to see our compete level. So when you play 
hard and honest, good things will happen. Obviously, we 
don't want to be down 0-3 to start, and moral victories aren't 
something you can hang your hat on, but at least when you 

put your head on the pillow tonight, I think a lot of these guys 
have at least peace because they worked their bags off." 

Svechnikov put the Sharks ahead 1-0 at 17:48 of the first 
period. He received a pass from Jaycob Megna in the left 
circle and beat Raanta short side after his shot deflected off 
Calvin de Haan's stick. 

"We did some good things in the first period, but I really 
thought that we didn't really do much in the second or third," 
San Jose coach David Quinn said. "I thought they won a lot 
of battles and won the foot races to loose pucks, and we 
seemed to be chasing the game for the better part of the 
second and the third period." 

Necas tied it 1-1 at 19:37 of the second period. Andrei 
Svechnikov forced a turnover by Kevin Labanc in the neutral 
zone before feeding Necas, who faked a backhand and 
scored five-hole on Reimer. 

"First period we had some tough shifts, but in the second I 
feel like we were the better team," Necas said. "It was good 
that we had a goal at the end of the second." 

Carolina outshot San Jose 17-4 in the second period. 

"[The second period] really highlighted our turnovers," Quinn 
said. "When you turn it over as much as we did in the second 
period, you can't get off of the ice because of the long 
change. If you go back and look at it, the turnovers really 
gave us a lot of trouble. But give [the Hurricanes] credit." 

NOTE: Brent Burns had two shots, one hit and was plus-1 in 
23:19 of ice time in his return to San Jose. He was acquired 
by the Hurricanes on July 13 after playing the previous 11 
seasons with the Sharks.
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Aho’s late goal leads Hurricanes past Sharks 2-1 

By Josh Dubow 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored the 
tiebreaking goal with 1:58 remaining in the third period and 
the Carolina Hurricanes handed the San Jose Sharks their 
third straight loss to open the season, 2-1 on Friday night. 

Martin Necas scored his second goal in two games for 
Carolina to tie it late in the second period before Aho won it 
in the third when he deflected a point shot from Brett Pesce 
past James Reimer. 

“Just a great play by Pesce taking a little second to look,” 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Aho beats his guy to the net 
and on the tape and puts it in. ... I think we got what we 
deserved tonight for sure.” 

Antti Raanta made 18 saves, including one in close to stop 
Tomas Hertl in the closing seconds as the Hurricanes 
improved to 2-0 on the season. 

“Obviously a little chaos there and the puck was rolling in the 
crease there,” Raanta said. “I was just trying to keep my 
pads on the ice and not letting anything go in. Maybe a little 
bit of luck also there. Got my body in there and was able to 
make the save and you hear the buzzer so obviously a good 
feeling to make that a save and obviously get that win.” 

San Jose had lost the first two games of the season to 
Nashville in the Czech Republic but were unable to get on 
the winning side in the home opener for new coach David 
Quinn. 

Evgeny Svechnikov also scored his first goal for San Jose. 
James Reimer made 33 saves. 

“You got to find a way to get it done,” Quinn said. “If you’re 
tired, you have got to find a way to play tired. A lot of times 
teams are tired in this league, and the teams that manage it 
and understand how to play when they’re tired, they have a 
chance to have success in games like tonight.” 

The Sharks opened the scoring late in the first period when 
Jaycob Megna set up Svechnikov in the high slot for a quick 
shot that appeared to surprise Raanta. 

Svechnikov’s younger brother, Andrei, was on the ice for 
Carolina on the goal — marking the first time in eight games 
they have played against each other that one brother was on 

the ice when the other scored. Andrei scored for Carolina 
against Evgeny’s Detroit team on March 4, 2021, but Evgeni 
wasn’t on the ice.  

“I mean, it’s huge to get it,” Svechnikov said. “You get 
momentum, just trying to shoot the puck there, and doesn’t 
matter if it’s any team really. I just try to shoot the puck for a 
goal.” 

The Hurricanes dominated the second period, holding San 
Jose without a shot on goal for the first 13:22 and 
outshooting the Sharks 16-4. But they couldn’t get anything 
past Reimer until Andrei Svechnikov took the puck away 
from Kevin Labanc in the neutral zone and set up Necas for 
the tying goal with 22.9 seconds remaining in the period. 

Necas’ four points in the first two games are one shy of the 
franchise record set by Mark Howe and Mike Rogers in the 
1980-81 season when the team played in Hartford.  

BURNS RETURNS 

The Sharks played a pregame video tribute to defenseman 
Brent Burns, who was traded to Carolina over the summer. 
Burns was one of the most popular players during his 11 
seasons in San Jose. He won the Norris Trophy in 2017 as 
the league’s top defenseman. He has 172 goals and 422 
assists in 798 games with the Sharks. 

“It was special. It was great,” Burns said. “It was awesome to 
see the video and see some of the guys and some of those 
moments that we had. It’s just a special place. It’s great 
people.” 

INJURY UPDATES 

The Hurricanes sent F Ondrej Kase back home to be 
evaluated for a possible concussion. ... Sharks F Alexander 
Barabanov remains sidelined with a lower-body injury. ... San 
Jose F Timo Meier and D Mario Ferraro were in the lineup 
after being slowed earlier this week with upper-body injuries. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Visit Seattle on Monday night.  

Sharks: Host Chicago on Saturday night. San Jose will honor 
former GM Doug Wilson in a ceremony before the game. 
Wilson stepped down last season for medical reasons. 
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Take Warning: The Canes are Coming 

Captain Jordan Staal says the bar has been set high for a 
Carolina team looking for the franchise's second Stanley 
Cup. 

By Ryan Kennedy 

With the regular season underway, it's easy to make snap 
judgments on teams based on pre-season predictions. But in 
the case of the Carolina Hurricanes taking care of business 
against Columbus in their home opener, it was certainly an 
affirmation that the rest of the NHL should once again Take 
Warning. 

Personally, I think the Hurricanes are going to win the 
Stanley Cup this season. And in speaking with captain 
Jordan Staal last month, it was clear that internal 
expectations were on the same wavelength for a franchise 
helmed by GM Don Waddell and coach Rod Brind'Amour. 

"Especially since Roddie and Don took over, we want to set 
that bar high," Staal said. "And the Stanley Cup is as high as 
you can get. You want to give yourself an opportunity and 
we've got a group that we believe can do it. It's just a matter 
of going out and pulling it off." 

Staal of course has already experienced that elation in his 
career, back when he was a youngster with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in 2009. He and buddies Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin were all crucial in the Pens' revenge defeat of 
the Detroit Red Wings, who had bested the club the year 
prior in the final. Staal was traded to Carolina before 
Pittsburgh's more recent Cup victories, but now he's wearing 
the 'C' on an incredibly talented team that had a great 
summer. 

The biggest name to come to Raleigh is defenseman Brent 
Burns, the charismatic and deadly offensive blueliner with a 
ton of size and the ability to play major minutes. For a team 
that already had the best defensive defenseman in the game 
in Jaccob Slavin, Burns was a major add - especially since 
the two can play together, as they did in the opener against 

Columbus. Even the 6-foot-4, 220-pound Staal had a 
warning for opponents about his team's new dynamic duo. 

"I've skated with those two (before the season) and you don't 
get anywhere," he said. "They are two big boys who are just 
really good at what they do." 

Waddell also bolstered the forward corps over the summer, 
bringing in versatile veteran Paul Stastny and scoring winger 
Max Pacioretty. Unfortunately for all involved, Pacioretty will 
be on the shelf for at least the first half of the campaign due 
to surgery on a torn Achilles, but if you're a glass half-full 
kind of person, you can look at him as a sort of trade-
deadline acquisition you already have locked in. 

Either way, with Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and 
Teuvo Teravainen all back and Martin Necas throwing down 
the gauntlet for growth in Game 1, scoring should not be a 
problem for Carolina. 

In net, veteran Frederik Andersen is out to prove that he can 
be relied on for the playoffs, but no one would ever question 
the results he got in the regular season after last year's 
performance. If he can stay healthy and up his game in the 
post-season, then Carolina has everything it needs for a 
championship run. 

In the meantime, the Hurricanes have another fun event to 
look forward to as the team will host an outdoor game in 
February against Washington at Carter-Finley Stadium, 
home to the NCAA football N.C. State Wolfpack. Originally, 
the Canes were supposed to host back in 2021, but that 
event was postponed due to the pandemic. Needless to say, 
the team - and the community - is pumped to head outdoors. 

"We've made a lot of friends in Raleigh over the years and 
they're all excited," Staal said. "I think everyone is really 
going to embrace it." 

And if you haven't already embraced the Hurricanes as 
potential Cup winners, feel free to jump on the bandwagon 
early. This team looks like the real deal.
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Aho’s late winner lifts Canes past Sharks 

The Carolina Hurricanes moved to 2-0 on the fresh season 
with a 2-1 win in San Jose Friday night.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Thanks to a late game-winning goal from Sebastian Aho, the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the San Jose Sharks 2-1 Friday 
night to move to 2-0 on the season.  

In a fairly tightly contested game, it was the Canes who 
eventually came out on top after goals from Aho and Martin 
Necas late in the third and second periods, respectively. 
Evgeny Svechnikov scored the lone goal for San Jose late in 
the first period, as the Sharks couldn’t hold on to their early 
lead.  

Both goaltenders were on their best games Friday night, as 
Antti Raanta and James Reimer took part in a great battle 
between the pipes. Raanta stopped 18 of 19 shots faced, 
while the former Carolina netminder in San Jose’s net 
stopped 33 of 35 shots faced in a fantastic outing.  

The start of the game was relatively slow, as neither team 
really took control through the opening 15 minutes of play. 
Both teams had a power play and neither scored, while 
chances and possession were relatively even.  

San Jose broke through on the scoreboard first late in the 
opening period, as the wrong Svechnikov gathered the puck 

in the zone and took advantage of Calvin de Haan being a 
step too slow and fired one past Raanta to make it 1-0.  

For most of the second period, it was the goalies who were 
on display. Raanta made a couple of great stops on the 
penalty kill, but it was Reimer who really stole the show. 
Reimer made a handful of exceptional saves, shutting down 
a few good looks from the Canes.  

Carolina did finally break through in the waning seconds of 
the second period, as Andrei Svechnikov made a great play 
in the neutral zone to win a puck and carry it into the zone. 
He made a good little feed to Necas, who showed off some 
great hands to slot home his second goal in as many games 
to start the season.  

The third period was a lot more of the same, as Carolina 
somewhat controlled the flow of play but for the most part 
things were relatively even. Both teams killed off some more 
penalties, and both goalies made some more good saves.  

For the third straight period the only goal came in the final 
minutes of the frame, and this time it was Aho putting away 
his first of the season for the game winner. Brett Pesce made 
a good play to get the puck on the net, and Aho was there to 
put the puck past Reimer and give the Canes a 2-1 lead with 
just 1:58 left in the game.  

The Canes’ western swing will continue in Seattle Monday 
night, as Carolina looks to move to 3-0 on the new year.
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Canes sink Sharks, start road trip with gritty 2-1 win  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes slugged out a 2-1 victory over the 
San Jose Sharks in the SAP Center on Friday, Oct. 14. 

It was one of those games where both teams played very 
well but one of them had to lose. Fortunately for Carolina (2-
0-0), center Sebastian Aho secured the win with a go-ahead 
goal in the final two minutes, redirecting a puck from 
defenseman Brett Pesce into the Sharks (0-3-0) net. 

“You know how we're gonna play and we just keep playing 
our game,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “... I thought 
we were playing okay, not great in the first and then in the 
second and third we got right to our game. We got rewarded 
for a pretty good effort.” 

The game featured several storylines on and off the ice, but 
chief among them was the amount of players who sported 
the opposing sweater in prior seasons. Defenseman Brent 
Burns spent 11 years in San Jose before getting traded to 
Carolina. That deal also sent Sharks center Steven Lorentz 
from Raleigh to San Jose. Sharks goalie James Reimer also 
spent two seasons in Carolina from 2019-21. 

Burns’ departure from San Jose, where he spent 11 
seasons, earned three All-Star selections, played in the 
2015-16 Stanley Cup Finals and won the Norris Trophy in 
2016-17, warranted a pre-game ceremony to honor the long-
time Shark. 

“It’s a great group of guys over there, it’s definitely tough,” 
Burns said. “That's the hardest part is to leave those people. 
It's exciting as an older guy, it's been good. I've said it 
before, but you get a fresh boost of energy and nerves and 
that part of it's good, but it's always hard to come back.” 

The sibling rivalry between right wing Andrei Svechnikov and 
Sharks left wing Evgeny Svechnikov also found its way to the 
spotlight. Evgeny netted the game’s first score late in the first 
period by catching the Hurricanes off guard during a line, 
sending San Jose into the first intermission with the lead. 
Andrei had the last laugh, however, as he assisted center 
Martin Nečas for Carolina’s first goal. 

Nečas, for his part, continued his hot streak to start the 
season. Outside of his second goal in as many games, 
Nečas looked electric on the ice even when everyone else 
was slow to get going. 

“Now he’s just gotta keep doing that,” Brind’Amour said. 
“This is what we knew about that he had this capability. It's 
two games, but it's a pretty impressive two games.” 

Though the Canes emerged victorious, Reimer went toe to 
toe with goaltender Antti Raanta and the Canes all night 
before Aho scored the difference-maker. Even though 
Carolina outshot San Jose 35-19 across the 60, Reimer 
stood tall while his defense eased the burden by blocking 22 
shots. On the other end, Raanta stepped up in the clutch by 
making several key saves down the stretch. 

“He didn't have a lot of work, and then when he did all of a 
sudden he was huge,” Brind’Amour said. “There was one 
penalty kill where he made two or three grade-A's and at the 
end of the game came up with a couple of big ones. You 
gotta have that, that's what it takes.” 

Carolina will look to convert its early run of form into three 
straight wins when it travels to Seattle on Monday, Oct. 17 to 
take on the Kraken. Puck drops at 10 p.m.
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Wolves Announce 2022-23 Opening Night Roster 

The 2022 Calder Cup champion Chicago Wolves have 
announced their 28-man roster for Opening Night of the 
2022-23 American Hockey League season. 

The roster includes 17 forwards, nine defensemen and two 
goaltenders. 

Forwards (17): Jack Drury, Ryan Dzingel, Noel Gunler, 
Joseph LaBate, Ivan Lodnia, Mackenzie MacEachern, Stelio 
Mattheos, Josh Melnick, Alexander Pashin, Lane Pederson, 
Brendan Perlini, Vasily Ponomarev, Jamieson Rees, Malte 
Stromwall, Nathan Sucese, Ryan Suzuki, Tuukka Tieksola. 

Defensemen (9): Adrien Beraldo, David Farrance, Cavan 
Fitzgerald, Jason Garrison, Anttoni Honka, William 
Lagesson, Max Lajoie, Griffin Mendel, Ronan Seeley. 

Goaltenders (2): Pyotr Kochetkov, Zachary Sawchenko. 

The Wolves’ 29th season opener will feature the raising of the 
2022 Calder Cup championship banner prior to puck drop 
against the Milwaukee Admirals on Saturday, Oct. 15 at 
Allstate Arena. It will also be Adopt-A-Dog Night. The game 
will be broadcast on My50 Chicago (WPWR-TV) and AHLTV. 

Other October home game events include: $3 Beer Night 
(Oct. 21 vs. Manitoba), School Day Game (Oct. 25 vs. 
Texas) and Howl-O-Ween (Oct. 29 vs. Milwaukee).

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article267321307.html 
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‘We haven’t taken the name off yet.’ Deal expired, but PNC Arena could 
keep its name. 

 

Luke DeCock 

 

Raleigh 

The Carolina Hurricanes and PNC Bank are halfway through a 90-day 
extension of their naming-rights deal without a new agreement but 
Hurricanes president Don Waddell said Wednesday night that PNC 
Arena remains likely to remain … PNC Arena. 

“It’s still named PNC,” Waddell said. “We’re working toward an extension 
with them. I feel confident we’ll get something done in the next little bit. 
That’s why we haven’t taken the name off yet.” 

The original 20-year deal between the Hurricanes and what was 
originally RBC Centura Bank, worth $4 million per year, expired at the 
end of August, but the two sides agreed to extend the negotiating window 
to pursue a long-term extension. Any naming-rights revenue is divided 
among the Hurricanes, N.C. State and the Centennial Authority, which 
oversees the arena. 

PNC assumed the deal when it purchased RBC Centura in 2011. 
Representatives with the Pittsburgh -based bank did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. 

In August, Waddell told the Centennial Authority, “We’re in some heavy 
negotiations with multiple companies right now.” 

Meanwhile, the Hurricanes opened their season Wednesday night with a 
4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets and the team’s name on their 
helmets instead of the Lenovo advertisement that was there last season. 
Waddell said that was a one-year deal with Lenovo that was not 
renewed, although the team was interested in finding a new helmet 
sponsor. 

Waddell said the Hurricanes would also consider wearing an advertising 
patch on their jersey, as some NHL teams are this season, but have 
found it to be a buyer’s market. 

“The story behind the patches, it’s a great thing for the league obviously, 
but I think we counted the other day there are 119 teams trying to sell 
patches and five or six NHL teams have had success,” Waddell said. 
“Everything came on the market the same time, all the leagues decided 
they were going to do it at the same time, so maybe a year ago it would 
have been a little different? 

“The way the economy is right now, some of these big companies, 
they’re laying off employees and it makes it hard for them to spend 
millions of dollars to put a patch on a jersey.” 

Generally speaking, though, Waddell said the franchise has “never been 
in a better shape from a business standpoint.” 

“Six years ago we had 4,500 season-ticket holders and we have almost 
14,000 now,” Waddell said. “We put the product on the ice and the fans 
have responded.” 
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Making himself at home with Carolina Hurricanes, Brent Burns set for 
return to San Jose 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

It’s not as if Brent Burns hasn’t been through it before. 

The Carolina Hurricanes defenseman was drafted by the Minnesota Wild 
in 2003 and played parts of his first seven NHL seasons with the Wild 
before being traded to the San Jose Sharks in 2011. 

“I went back to Minnesota for a game for the first time and it was weird,” 
Burns said recently. “Still is a little weird when I go back. But still a game 
to be played.” 

Burns’ first return to Minnesota came in January 2012 and the Sharks 
lost in a shootout. For the record, Burns assisted on a late Logan 
Couture goal as San Jose scored twice in the final three minutes of 
regulation to force overtime. 

But going back to San Jose, where the Hurricanes will begin a five-game 
road trip Friday, might be a bit more emotional for the big D-man. Burns, 
37, spent 11 seasons with the Sharks before the July 13 trade to the 
Hurricanes. 

There are several tributes planned for Burns in San Jose, including a 
video to be shown on the big board at the SAP Center. That’s 
understandable for a man who won a Norris Trophy with the Sharks, that 
helped them reach the Stanley Cup Finals in 2016. 

But, in truth, Burns would rather talk more about his new team than his 
old team. Did he leave behind some close friends in San Jose? Yes. Is 
he making some new ones in Raleigh? Yes. 

“It’s a group that enjoys the work,” Burns said. “It’s contagious to see, 
before a skate, after skate, guys doing things all the time. It’s fun as an 
older guy to see that. The younger generation of guys are just different 
athletes. They really take care of themselves. It’s just fun to be around 
them.” 

Not long after the trade, Burns said he drove his Renegade RV to North 
Carolina and moved into an RV park for a month before moving his 
family into a new house. 

“It’s great. I loved it,” he said. “Got to know one of the neighbors there at 
the RV park. But I had my parents there, too, and when we first got here 
it was just crazy. I was driving a lot for my kids’ sports and school stuff, 
too. We were pretty busy. 
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“When I wasn’t doing something I was probably snoozing.” 

Burns said that with the gap-toothed smile that is as big a part of his 
persona as his long beard. 

During the Hurricanes’ pregame introductions Wednesday at PNC Arena 
before the opener against Columbus, Burns was one of the first players 
introduced — he wears No. 8 for the Canes — and got a big hand. 

“He’s been great from day one,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
during training camp. “He works hard. We know he’s a good person, but 
the way he plays he fits our system really well.” 

Burns joined Jaccob Slavin in the top defensive pairing Wednesday and 
ran the Canes’ No. 1 power-play unit in the opener. He didn’t have a 
point in the Canes’ 4-1 victory over the Blue Jackets but got off 13 shots 
attempts and put six on net, playing 22:33 of ice time. 

Burns protected the net well. He once shoved the Blue Jackets’ Boone 
Jenner away from goalie Frederik Andersen after a scramble in the 
crease, the 6-foot-5, 230-pound D-man landing on top of Jenner. 

“He was letting ‘em know not to get too close,” Andersen said. 

A native of Barrie, Ontario, Burns has a ranch in Texas and has raised 
exotic animals. Some of his former Sharks teammates gave him a pair of 
antelope after he played his 1,000th career game. 

But Burns has quickly made himself and his family at home in North 
Carolina. He has yet to say “y’all,” at least around the media, but has 
nothing but good things to say about the area. 

“It’s been awesome,” he said. “Amazing city. Lots of wildlife. The trees, I 
love. I love that it’s getting a little cooler, too. It’s beautiful in the 
mornings. The sunsets have been incredible. 

“It’s been a beautiful place and the people … it’s just been nice getting 
around and meeting people from the school or sports. It’s been a great 
community, so welcoming.” 
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With an offseason to prepare, Kraken expect better game-day 
experience for fans 

 

Oct. 14, 2022 at 4:26 pm Updated Oct. 14, 2022 at 8:16 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Hockey organist Ben Wooley has a front-row seat to appreciate the 
differences in the Kraken’s game-day setup at Climate Pledge Arena now 
compared with a year ago. 

At age 29, the native of Oswego, Illinois, is replacing a 1970s hockey 
movie legend in Rod Masters of “Slap Shot” fame. He has retired to 
Arizona after performing at sporadic Kraken games last season. 

On Saturday night, when the Kraken play their home opener against the 
Vegas Golden Knights, Wooley — performing under the stage name 
“Benny Drawbars” — will be among the most visible additions to the 
Kraken’s revamped in-game entertainment on a newly designated 
platform in the Amex Hall section beneath Climate Pledge’s north end 
cathedral windows. 

Of utmost importance, he’s had time to acclimate to his new work 
surroundings for what will be a full 41-game gig by attending preseason 

games and a dress rehearsal Wednesday. A year ago, the team didn’t 
gain access to the under-construction arena for such a rehearsal until the 
day before the Kraken’s regular-season opener. 

“One of the nice things about the place in the world we’re in right now is 
we can be a little more out in the crowd and mixed in to it,” Wooley said 
of the removal of pandemic-era arena restrictions that hampered the 
October 2021 launch, when an organist wasn’t implemented until months 
later and somewhat haphazardly. “The main thing is that last year, Rod 
[Masters] was up in the press box, and it’s just a little bit further away. 
But this year I’ll be in the action so people will be able to see me at work, 
playing tunes.” 

Those tunes are played on the digital version of a Hammond SK-X Pro 
organ, a 40-pound, compact instrument that makes for easy setup and 
removal given Climate Pledge plays host to numerous events beyond 
hockey. Having the chance to fine-tune the setup in advance is a gift that 
Kraken vice president of live entertainment Lamont Buford doesn’t take 
for granted. 

“We are in a much better place this year,” Buford said. 

That place involves a music-focused in-game lineup that includes 
Wooley, a bevy of in-residence local bands, anthem singers Madison 
Stoneman and Tommie Burton plus a newly added 32-member marching 
band. That band, Red Alert, is led by local teacher Liz Harris Scruggs 
and will play at pregame festivities at the Seattle Center Armory, then 
lead them on a march-like procession to the Climate Pledge entrance, 
similar to Sounders supporters in their pregame March to the Match. 

Another borrowed event will be a “Hoist the Colors” moment late in the 
second intermission — akin to the Seahawks’ 12 Flag Raisers — in 
which a season-ticket holder or celebrity will crank up a giant flag meant 
to rally the Kraken for the third period. Seattle-based band Odesza will be 
a part of the flag raising. 

The incorporation of Seahawks and Sounders themes isn’t surprising 
given Kraken CEO Tod Leiweke served as president of both and remains 
part-owner of the soccer team. But Buford also said it’s part of the 
Kraken’s effort to incorporate more of a “PNW vibe” into everything the 
team does. 

That will be evident in the presenting of an “extraordinary hero” from the 
local community each game, who will be given $32,000 by Kraken 
ownership and Starbucks to present to the nonprofit of their choice. A 
“50/50” raffle — common at hockey games at all levels — is also being 
implemented. Half the prize pool goes to the winning-ticket purchaser 
and the other half to the team’s One Roof Foundation charity arm. 

Beyond that, Buford said fans will notice local themes in a shortened, 
revamped pregame player introduction. The voice of former KING 5 
reporter Chris Daniels, now with Sinclair Broadcasting, will no longer be 
heard during the introductory video. 

But local fans will have a voice. 

“The narrative of the opening is combining our fans heeding the call,” 
Buford said. “So they’re calling the Kraken. You’ll see in the opening that 
it’s a wild journey that it goes through with our players and the spirit of 
the beast — because we never show the Kraken, only the tentacle. So it 
will be a very cinematic piece that fans will see. And the tentacle will be 
used a little bit differently.” 

“The Tentacle” is a 26-foot-tall, 1,200-pound prop lowered from the 
rafters before each game and took additional months to set up last 
season because of shipping delays and engineering struggles 
maneuvering it. Its long-awaited debut seemed clumsy at times, and the 
Kraken have pondered ways to improve how it’s used. 

“It still descends from the roof, but we’ll kind of bring it down in a different 
way this year,” Buford said. 

The postgame will differ as well, with the Kraken switching the version of 
stuffed toy salmon tossed by players after home victories from a Sockeye 
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to an Alaska pink salmon. “There are five different species of salmon and 
our goal every year is to change up the fish,” Buford said.  

Buford’s job differs as well, since he’s now running things after former 
boss Jonny Greco — imported from the Golden Knights — left the team. 
But Buford was part of last season’s planning and said the difference is 
night and day. 

“Having the arena ready has been huge,” Buford said. “Having a little 
time to know the environment was huge for us. This wasn’t a typical 
sports offseason. We knew that there were some things we wanted to 
improve, so we spent a lot of time and effort after our listening sessions 
with fans truly putting together a ton of plans for all of game day.” 

And organist Wooley is glad they did. Son of an avid jazz enthusiast, he 
graduated from the University of Illinois with a degree in mechanical 
engineering and minor in music in 2015, moving to Seattle that year after 
taking a job repairing pipe organs. 

He quickly joined the Sounders’ marching band, Sound Wave, and had 
badgered the Kraken since 2020 hoping to become their organist.  

“I think they were very busy trying to get the first season off the ground,” 
he said. “But through friends, I met some folks that worked for the team 
and they said ‘Yeah, keep trying, send some stuff along.’ ” 

And now that the Kraken have caught their breath and know more of 
what they want, he’ll be helping them keep trying to get it right. 
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Week 1 NHL power rankings: Where the Kraken stand after earning first 
win 

 

Oct. 14, 2022 at 1:30 pm Updated Oct. 14, 2022 at 3:36 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

The 2022-23 NHL season is under way, and here are our Week 1 NHL 
power rankings entering Friday’s games (previous ranking in 
parentheses): 

1. (1) Colorado Avalanche 

Yes, they lost a game. So what? It was close, at Calgary, to Pacific 
Division champs. Walloped Blackhawks as expected. 

2. (3) Carolina Hurricanes 

Steamrolled Columbus with ease in opener, which is what contenders do. 

3. (4) Florida Panthers 

A win in a close game on the road against good Islanders team gives 
them temporary Florida bragging rights. 

4. (7) New York Rangers 

Stellar defense gave up just 47 total shot attempts — including blocks 
and misses — to Lightning despite ample Tampa Bay power plays, 
including a 5-on-3 for 2 minutes. They later manhandled Wild in 
Minnesota. 

5. (2) Tampa Bay Lightning 

Looked flat against Rangers, and vaunted power play was missing in 
action. 

6. (5) Toronto Maple Leafs 

Losing to rival Montreal isn’t unusual, but against this year’s Canadiens? 
Good thing they beat Washington.  

7. (9) Calgary Flames 

Beating the defending champs at home sends a message last season 
was no fluke. 

8. (8) Edmonton Oilers 

That Connor McDavid guy is pretty good. He had to be to help Oilers 
overcome 3-0 deficit and potential home embarrassment to Canucks. 

9. (6) Minnesota Wild 

Getting blown out in home opener doesn’t exactly inspire confidence this 
season’s playoffs will go better than past six. 

10. (10) St. Louis Blues 

Should dock them for not playing a game before this update. Goaltending 
still needs bounce-back. 

11. (11) Boston Bruins 

Still too old and beat a Caps team that is also getting old. But looked 
young doing it. 

12. (12) Pittsburgh Penguins 

Beating Coyotes doesn’t count. Arizona offered up all the resistance of a 
college team, which, well, look at their home arena. 

13. (14) Vegas Golden Knights 

Needed to score a bunch to beat L.A., then shut out Blackhawks 1-0. The 
worst undefeated two-game team in hockey. 

14. (16) Nashville Predators 

Beating Sharks twice in Europe is what boxers do with palookas to inflate 
records. Dallas brought them down a notch. 

15. (13) New York Islanders 

Had the Panthers where they wanted in third period but gave it away too 
quick. 

16. (19) Dallas Stars 

Can this Jake Oettinger guy be for real in nets? Or were the Predators 
team he stopped 31 of 32 against just a pretender preying on Sharks? 

17. (20) Seattle Kraken 

Matty Beniers is for real, power play is improved. Should have been 
perfect in California but still took three of four road points. 

18. (17) Vancouver Canucks 

For one-plus periods in Edmonton, you wanted to believe in these guys. 
Then a 3-0 road lead turned into 2015-21 all over again. 

19. (15) Washington Capitals 

Need to score more than two goals per game, even when playing Boston 
and Toronto. Especially when playing Boston and Toronto. 

20. (18) Los Angeles Kings 

Thought they were overrated. Playing like it in dropping first two to a pair 
of division rivals. 

Arizona QB (and former Cougar) Jayden de Laura planted a WSU flag at 
Husky Stadium. UW’s defense didn’t forget. 

21. (23) Buffalo Sabres 
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A 41-year-old goalie? What’s not to like about Craig Anderson, especially 
when beating Senators team that talked up a storm all summer?  

22. (26) Anaheim Ducks 

The Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras show was alive and kicking against 
the Kraken. Anaheim’s youth movement is a formidable one. 

23. (21) Ottawa Senators 

Young talent got stymied by a “Boomer” in nets. Learning how to win will 
take more than a single goal per night. 

Sponsored 

24. (24) Winnipeg Jets 

Another annoying team that hasn’t played. Want to drop them lower but 
can’t until they take the ice. 

25. (25) Detroit Red Wings 

You want Steve Yzerman’s rebuild to go faster? His team hasn’t even 
played yet. No wonder it’s taking so long. 

26. (22) New Jersey Devils 

That ticking sound next to coach Lindy Ruff isn’t his alarm clock. Though 
somebody needs to wake team up after loss to Flyers. 

27. (28) Philadelphia Flyers 

New coach John Tortorella obviously frightened his team into winning a 
game. It tends to eventually get old. 

28. (27) Columbus Blue Jackets 

After scoring team’s season-opening goal, Patrik Laine left because of 
elbow injury — meaning Johnny Gaudreau really might have to do it all 
by himself. 

29. (31) Montreal Canadiens 

Kept blowing leads, then pulled it out late over Toronto. Montreal’s 
equivalent of winning the Stanley Cup this season. 

30. (29) Chicago Blackhawks 

Two games, two losses. But 1-0 loss to Vegas was too close for Connor 
Bedard comfort while figuring out how to trade Patrick Kane and 
Jonathan Toews. 

31. (30) San Jose Sharks 

There’s a centuries-old clock in the Prague city center that’s right at least 
twice a day. Sharks were wrong all day in two losses to Nashville in 
Czech Republic capital. 

32. (32) Arizona Coyotes 

Seriously, who are we kidding? A college team could probably beat these 
guys in their college arena. 
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OILERS NOTES: Yamamoto returns for Battle of Alberta 

Yamamoto missed the season opener with an upper-body injury after 
crashing into the end boards in a pre-season game against the 
Vancouver Canucks on Oct. 3 

Edmonton Oilers forward Kailer Yamamoto has memorable moments 
against the Calgary Flames and is expected to be back in the lineup for 
the Battle of Alberta on Saturday. 

Yamamoto missed the season opener with an upper-body injury after 
crashing into the end boards in a pre-season game against the 
Vancouver Canucks on Oct. 3. 

“I’m feeling really good, I’m close and I’m hoping I do play (Saturday), 
that’s my end goal,” Yamamoto said. “I think I’m going to play and see 
how it goes, and then go from there.” 

Yamamoto went into the end boards hard after being tripped by Canucks 
defenceman Danny Dekeyser just over 13 minutes into the third period of 
a 7-2 pre-season win. It is suspected Yamamoto sustained a concussion 
on the play. 

“I did get tripped, but it’s hockey, and that’s a tough play,” Yamamoto 
said. “I wasn’t expecting his stick to go there and I don’t think he was 
expecting me to go that way. I talked to Kenny (GM Ken Holland) and he 
said he had him in Detroit and that he’s a good guy. It happens, you can’t 
do really anything about it.” 

Yamamoto returned to practice this week, but was not cleared to play in 
the season opener Wednesday against the Canucks. 

Due to salary-cap restrictions, the Oilers were forced to play a forward 
short, since Yamamoto and Warren Foegele were unavailable. Both are 
expected back against the Flames, which is why the Oilers sent forward 
Devin Shore to Bakersfield and recalled defenceman Philip Broberg from 
the AHL squad. 

Yamamoto skated on the Oilers second line at practice Friday centred by 
Leon Draisaitl with Evander Kane on left-wing. 

“He’s a little bit of a shot in the arm with some energy and some 
enthusiasm on the forecheck,” said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “I 
think he does a lot of work for other people, so people enjoy playing with 
him because he does a lot of those little things. 

“He’s first on the forecheck a lot, he’s got a good stick, he’s a short-
handed threat, he plays on the power play and he touches a lot of areas 
of the game and is certainly a valued member of our team.” 

Yamamoto is looking to build on his best offensive season, scoring 20 
goals and collecting 41 points in 81 games last season. In the past three 
seasons against the Flames, Yamamoto has three goals and 10 points in 
17 regular-season games. He scored a memorable goal in Calgary in 
2020, mimicking the celebration of goaltender David Rittich from a 
previous encounter. 

“It’s crazy we only play them three times this year,” Yamamoto said. “It 
should be a fun game. I personally think they got better over the summer 
when they got (Nazem) Kadri and (MacKenzie) Weegar. They’re going to 
be a really good team; they were really good last year, and it should be a 
fun series against them. It is weird how we only play them three times, 
but it’s going to be magnified.” 

TIGHTENING UP 

The Oilers won their season opener but there were plenty of areas to 
improve heading into the contest against the Flames on Saturday. 

The Oilers fell behind 3-0, took eight penalties and needed three power-
play goals to overcome the deficit in a 5-3 win. 

But if you’re going to learn lessons, it’s always better when they come in 
a win. 

“We have to make sure we’re five-tight all over the ice and I felt we got 
kind of spread out the other night,” said Oilers captain Connor McDavid. 
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“That crispness that we usually have was missing all night, we expect 
that (Saturday).” 

It’s rare for an opening game to be perfect. The Oilers looked nervous 
out of the blocks with high expectations heaved on them heading into the 
season. 

The team eventually found its skating stride and McDavid took over the 
contest, scoring a hat-trick, thanks to the generosity of Evander Kane, 
who passed up a shot at the open net. 

“There is a lot of things we can clean up, you never want to spot a team 
three goals in the first 21 minutes,” said Oilers defenceman Darnell 
Nurse. “There’s a lot we can clean up on our end, whether that’s give up 
fewer chances and spend more time in the offensive zone. 

“But I do think it’s important to find ways to win if you don’t have your A-
Game. There are a lot of those games during the season that you have 
to find your way to get through it and we were able to do that the first 
night, now we have to clean up some things and are looking forward to a 
big test (Saturday).” 

PROVINCIAL BATTLES 

Oilers forward Zach Hyman is familiar with provincial rivalries having 
participated in the Battle of Ontario with the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
now going into his second season taking part in the Battle of Alberta. 

“It’s similar, I would say,” Hyman. “Both are Canadian teams that are very 
close in proximity and are in the same division. The two fan bases go at it 
as well, it’s awesome to be part of.” 

The Flames finished first in the Pacific Division last season but lost to the 
Oilers in the second round of the playoffs. 

Calgary lost two of its best players this offseason in Johnny Gaudreau 
and Matthew Tkachuk, but replaced them with Jonathan Huberdeau, 
Nazem Kadri and defenceman MacKenzie Weegar. 

The Flames defeated the Colorado Avalanche 5-3 in its season opener 
Thursday in Calgary. 
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Fewer battles make for more intense games between Oilers and Flames 

 

Derek Van Diest9-11 minutes 14/10/2022 

 

The Battle of Alberta has been an NHL staple for decades and the first 
instalment of the 2022-23 season goes Saturday at Rogers Place. 

This difference this season, however, is there are only three regular-
season encounters between the Edmonton Oilers and Calgary Flames, 
and only one in Edmonton, which doesn’t seem right. 

“Two years ago, we played them 10 times, and last year we played them 
in the playoffs, so we’ve seen our fair share of the Flames over the last 
two years,” said Oilers defenceman Tyson Barrie. “I know it’s a bit of a 
step back only playing them three times, but it can almost make those 
games even more intense. 

“We have a best-of-three against them this year and we have some 
history against them the last few years and it’ll make it even that much 
more intense.” 

The Flames got off to a good start this season, knocking off the 
defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche 5-3 in their opener 
Thursday in Calgary. 

The Flames made significant changes to its roster, losing Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk and bringing in Jonathan Huberdeau, 
Nazem Kadri, and defenceman MacKenzie Weegar. 

“They shipped out some great players and they brought in some great 
players,” Barrie said. “I think it’s a bit of a reset, but they’re a team that 
has an identity their coach (Darryl Sutter) has them playing and I don’t 
think that changes for them. They’ve just kind of inserted some more skill 
pieces in there.” 

Last season, the Flames finished first in the Pacific Division, seven points 
up on the Oilers and had home-ice advantage when the teams met in the 
playoffs for the first time since 1991. 

The Oilers, however, made quick work of the Flames in the second-round 
series, beating them in five games and moving on to the Western 
Conference Final for the first time since 2006. Connor McDavid scored 
the overtime winner in Game 5 to put the dagger in the Flames, who won 
the opening game, then lost the next four. 

“It was fun to be a part of that series and it was, obviously, fun to win it,” 
McDavid said. “Anytime there is an overtime goal in the playoffs, 
especially a series-clinching one, it’s fun. It was definitely a goal I’ll never 
forget.” 

McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Evander Kane were too much for the 
Flames to handle in the playoffs. The two teams are expected to battle 
for the Pacific Division title again this season. 

“They’re a really good team, they brought in some good players, new 
additions, that has helped their roster,” said Oilers defenceman Darnell 
Nurse. “They play well within their structure, so they’re going to be a hard 
test all year round. Obviously, a divisional battle always puts more 
importance on the points, but they’re a good team and it’ll be a good test 
for us.” 

The Flames have a different look to them without Tkachuk and 
Gaudreau, who were the faces of the franchise for the past few years. 

Some would argue Huberdeau, Kadri and Weegar are an upgrade for the 
Flames, who also have Jacob Markstrom in goal, going into the third year 
of a six-year free agent contract. 

“That’s how the league is, you’re going to have guys that switch in and 
out of different jerseys,” Nurse said. “They brought in some really good 
hockey players that are helping their team and for us, they’re a good rival 
and a good challenge each and every year, so I’m looking forward to that 
game.” 

The Oilers opened the season with a 5-3 come-from-behind win against 
the Vancouver Canucks on Wednesday. The Oilers spotted the Canucks 
three goals before storming back in the second period and then pulling 
ahead in the third. 

Nurse scored shorthanded to tie the game and McDavid scored the 
winner five minutes from the end, then added an empty-netter — from 
the generosity of Kane — for his hat-trick. 

“It wasn’t our best, there are certainly a lot of things to clean up,” 
McDavid said. “We went over a lot of different things and had a good 
practice (Friday) and we’ll be ready to go (Saturday).” 

The Oilers were able to get back in the game with their power play, 
scoring on three of four opportunities. The penalty kill was strong as well, 
killing seven of eight minor penalties. 

“It’s been like that for a few years here now, if you’re going to come and 
you’re going to play the Oilers, most teams are saying to stay out of the 
penalty box,” Barrie said. “Obviously, having a couple of the best players 
in the world out there, it’s a lot of fun to be a part of and try to get these 
guys in positions where they can make plays.” 

The Oilers had the third-best power play in the league last season. It 
should be a big feature again Saturday when the Flames come to town. 
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“I expect an intense game, I expect the crowd to be into it,” McDavid 
said. “The Oilers fans are always great here, but there are always lots of 
Flames fans here, too. The building gets exciting and it’s fun to play in 
these games. We always seem to play them on the first Saturday of 
every year, and this year isn’t any different. It’s always a fun game.” 

Notes: The Oilers recalled defenceman Philip Broberg from Bakersfield 
of the AHL and sent forward Devin Shore down. Kailer Yamamoto and 
Warren Foegele are both expected back in the lineup Saturday. They 
were both out injured, forcing the Oilers to play a forward short against 
the Canucks due to salary-cap restrictions. 
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Lowetide: Edmonton Oilers early impressions from season-opening win 

 

Allan Mitchell6-8 minutes 14/10/2022 

 

This Edmonton Oilers season began with much anticipation. The players 
drove deep into the playoffs last spring and summer, playing their final 
game of the postseason on June 6. 

Much changed over the offseason, with a new goalie tandem, some 
tweaks on defence and on the wing and two rookies gaining entry to the 
opening-night roster. 

Perhaps the biggest storyline involved head coach Jay Woodcroft and his 
staff. How would the group handle the roster? Would we see the 
“MacGyver” fixes seen after the February coaching change? Would the 
staff continue to embrace the developing youth pushing up from the 
farm? 

The team has played one game, a winning effort that included being 
short-staffed and slammed at times during five-on-five play. What can we 
learn from such a small sample? Several things. 

Chaotic start 

The Oilers got off to a slow start against the Vancouver Canucks on 
Wednesday. Three factors weighed heavily in the plodding early minutes: 

Injuries to Kailer Yamamoto and Warren Foegele, combined with the cap 
issues, meant Edmonton dressed only 11 forwards. 

The preseason was penalty-filled, meaning five-on-five play was limited. 
It showed. 

A Vancouver club that had jump and enough top-end talent to deliver a 
three-goal lead. 

A great performance by Jack Campbell in net, combined with exceptional 
special teams offence saved the day for the home team. Edmonton was 
lucky but also settled in later in the game to deliver a strong performance. 

Rookie mistake 

Early in the game, rookie forward Dylan Holloway sent a pass into the 
middle of the ice in the Edmonton zone. Within seconds, it was deposited 
in the back of Edmonton’s net for the first goal against of the season. 

Holloway had a strong preseason and began the game on the No. 2 line, 
centred by Leon Draisaitl. The goal against came on his second shift, at 
1:49 of the first. 

Oilers fans remember the experience of Dmitri Samorukov last season. 
The young defenceman was overwhelmed in two shifts, the Oilers gave 
up two goals, and Samorukov wouldn’t play for Edmonton again. He was 
dealt at the end of training camp this fall. 

Holloway took the faceoff after the Vancouver goal. The official time on 
ice summary confirmed he was there, staying on the ice with a new set of 
wingers. Woodcroft did move him to the third line later in the period (with 
Ryan McLeod and Derek Ryan). That trio played 3:46 at five-on-five over 
the rest of the game. 

His 6:07 with McLeod saw one high-danger chance (none against) and a 
50 percent (3-3) shot share. Holloway played 10 shifts after the goal. The 
coach stuck with him, but checked down to a less stressful line. Fans 
could see a similar deployment Saturday versus the Calgary Flames. 

How long did the lines stay intact? 

This is always a fun exercise, because it’s usually less than a full period 
of hockey. A summer spent by fans arguing with buddies takes about half 
an hour to hit the trash. 

Connor McDavid started the game with wingers Evander Kane and Jesse 
Puljujarvi. By the end of the game, he had played with every forward 
Edmonton dressed, and most of the time with Kane and Draisaitl. 

Much of the shuffling had to do with the early deficit and the fact the team 
played with just 11 forwards, but the quick power move to load up the top 
line tells us how aggressive Edmonton’s coach is when it comes to in-
game decisions. 

Barrie and Bouchard 

Two right-handed defencemen, Tyson Barrie and Evan Bouchard, have 
overlapping skills. 

Last season, Bouchard led Barrie in ice time at five-on-five (16:07 to 
15:04) and on the penalty kill (1:40 to 24 seconds). Barrie led in power-
play time (2:51 to 1:19) in a discipline all would agree is a strength for 
both men. 

What about this season? None of this can be considered reliable, as just 
one game has been played. However, with the power-play time being 
divided up 60-40, one of the things to look for this season is Bouchard 
taking more share when Edmonton has the man advantage. Here are 
this season’s totals after one game. 

Barrie remains the No. 1 power-play option and at least on the first night 
of the season played major PK minutes. Bouchard once again has the 
edge at even strength, but the anticipated step forward with the man 
advantage is yet to come. 

Tippett’s depth forwards 

Last season, before he was fired, head coach Dave Tippett had a large 
group of forwards who played depth roles at five-on-five and killed 
penalties. Those men included Ryan, Devin Shore, Colton Sceviour and 
the injured Josh Archibald. 

Here are the men who killed penalties for Tippett a year ago, with the 
overlap through one game this season under Woodcroft. 

Most of last year’s group returned, with Ryan, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Zach Hyman in the regular rotation. Draisaitl played more in the first 
game, possibly because the Canucks have such strong faceoff men for 
the power play. 

Additions in the Woodcroft games include a giant boost for McLeod, and 
Sceviour being replaced (at least for one night) by Brad Malone. 

It appears the massive turnover some expected isn’t quite there, but 
McLeod replacing Sceviour is a major injection of youth and speed. 

Is the goalie worth it? 

Campbell posted a .917 save percentage in the win Wednesday night 
and was a key player for Edmonton. There was much talk in the 
offseason about how much of an upgrade Campbell represents over 
Mike Smith (now on LTIR). 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 15, 2022 

 

The key is consistency. If Campbell can deliver a high percentage of 
starts like that, general manager Ken Holland will have made a quality 
investment. 

It’s just one game 

There are many things fans were looking forward to seeing in the first 
game that didn’t happen. The lines were an area of great interest and 
those trios were derailed early. The defensive pairings went as planned 
but there wasn’t much to report (although the Brett Kulak and Barrie duo 
had a terrible time at five-on-five). 

It was one game. 

McDavid can impact a game like no other, and Draisaitl isn’t far behind. 
You knew that. 

Campbell was quality, Ryan Murray looked capable and then some, 
Puljujarvi lead the team in shots and high-danger chances at five-on-five. 
Those are positive indicators. 

When Holloway took the faceoff at centre ice after his miscue two 
minutes into the game, it confirmed what we suspected about Woodcroft 
last year. 

Edmonton’s coach believes in playing young players in the heart of the 
game if they’re qualified. That increases the talent available and is a 
most encouraging development. 
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Flames goalie Markstrom parks playoff disappointment, focused on 
present 

 

Wes Gilbertson 
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Saturday won’t avenge anything. 

A win, even a lopsided one, over the arch-enemy Edmonton Oilers would 
do squat to erase the memories of the Calgary Flames’ ouster in the 
spring. 

This does, however, feel like a particularly important evening for one man 
— Flames stalwart Jacob Markstrom. 

Or not. 

“It’s Game 2 of a new season,” he countered. 

Markstrom, like it or not, will be one of the major storylines in Saturday’s 
rivalry renewal at Rogers Place, with the Flames and Oilers — both a 
spotless 1-0 so far in the 2022-23 campaign — hooking up for the latest 
instalment of the Battle of Alberta (8 p.m., CBC/Sportsnet, Sportsnet 960 
The Fan.) 

It’s their first meaningful matchup since May, when Connor McDavid, 
Leon Draisaitl & Co. made relatively short work of their southern 
neighbours in the second round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

One of the NHL’s best defensive teams during the winter months, the 
Flames suddenly sprung a leak in that series. They surrendered 25 goals 
during the five-game provincial pasting. 

Was that all to blame on their besieged backstop? Absolutely not. But 
Markstrom didn’t look like the same dude who’d just posted a league-
leading nine shutouts and sparkling .922 save percentage, who would 
eventually be revealed as the Vezina Trophy runner-up. (His save 

percentage in that long-awaited showdown with the Oilers was a woeful 
.852.) 

“That’s more for reporters and media who dwell in the past,” Markstrom 
scoffed after Friday’s practice, asked if there has been much locker-room 
chatter about what went sideways in the spring. “We have a new team 
and we have new goals set for this season, and that’s what we’re sticking 
with. 

“It doesn’t matter what the other team is doing or who we’re playing. We 
know what we have to do. Everyone in this room is looking forward and 
not backwards.” 

The only reason to look back is there might be a cautionary tale there, 
something to learn from. 

In the aftermath of that unexpectedly high-scoring series against the 
Oilers, many wondered if a lightened winter workload might have resulted 
in more second-round success for the Flames’ masked man. Did he 
simply run out of gas in that clash of QEII Highway adversaries? 

Even if fatigue was a factor, Markstrom would likely never admit it. 

“I don’t think that’s the answer,” he said during a training-camp interview 
with Sportsnet. “But I think it’s an easy answer for people to look at when 
the outcome is what it is. They say, ‘Look at how many games he played 
… ’ ” 

Indeed, that argument is out there. 

Markstrom was tapped for 63 starts and 3,695 minutes of total crease 
time in 2021-22, new career highs in both categories. He’d twice before 
eclipsed 60, but his squad missed the playoffs both times. 

While backup Dan Vladar was an exhibition standout this fall, Flames 
coach Darryl Sutter has more than hinted it will be another busy 
campaign for his star puck-stopper. That shouldn’t surprise anybody. It’s 
what Sutter expects from his go-to goalie, from any go-to goalie. 

“You gotta go look at your first stretch of games,” Sutter said of a home-
heavy start, with the Flames returning from Edmonton for eight straight in 
their own barn. “October is not a busy schedule, when you look at it. 
You’d prefer to have one or two more games in there, which would affect 
them. So looking too far down the road, that’s not what you do. Every 
year, everybody is going to say 60/20 (split) or 55/25. Everybody always 
does it, right? But at the end of the year, you will see that the 10 top guys 
are between 55-65. That’s the way it works. 

“And it’s not about games played for me, it’s a minute thing.” 

The Flames are just 60 minutes into the new season. 

The 32-year-old Markstrom was sharp in Thursday’s 5-3 home victory 
over the defending champion Colorado Avalanche, shaking off an early 
fluke and finishing with 22 saves. Sutter was pleased, saying afterward: “I 
thought he was really solid. Made some big saves for us.” 

“Obviously a lot of stuff to work on and get better,” Markstrom said, 
offering his own assessment prior to Friday’s flight to Edmonton. “But two 
points, that was the only focus I think I had and a bunch of other guys in 
this room. We wanted the win. That was the main goal and we achieved 
that, but now we have to move on.” 

In this case, moving on to the Oilers. But also moving past that 
springtime shellacking. 

Saturday won’t avenge anything. It may feel like an important evening for 
Markstrom, but he has been insistent that he’s done glancing in his 
rearview mirror. 

“It’s a sour taste. The Edmonton series wasn’t good,” he said as the 
opener approached. “But you have to forget about it and move on … You 
don’t want to have that happen again, but it’s a long road. First of all, you 
have to take it day-by-day and game-by-game and week-by-week and 
not get ahead of yourself rather than saying, ‘We have to better at this 
and that in the playoffs.’ 
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“We have a lot of work ahead of us, and that’s what we have to focus 
on.” 
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Brett Sutter named captain of Calgary Wranglers 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

5-6 minutes 15/10/2022 

 

Darryl Sutter’s oldest son, Brett, will wear the ‘C’ this season for the 
American Hockey League’s Calgary Wranglers. 

That has seemed like a foregone conclusion since the 35-year-old 
forward signed an AHL-level contract with the Flames’ farm club over the 
summer. Nick DeSimone and Matthew Phillips will serve as assistants in 
the letter-wearing leadership crew. 

Brett Sutter captained the Los Angeles Kings’ affiliate for the past five 
seasons before returning to his roots in Calgary. He was drafted by the 
Flames back in 2005. He has now hit quadruple digits in games played in 
the pro ranks, logging 60 career outings in the NHL and 974 more in the 
minors. 

Earlier this week, Phillips referred to Sutter as “one of the more 
respected guys in pro hockey.” 

“He carries himself with a lot of character and he’s a great teammate,” 
continued Phillips, who also wore an ‘A’ last winter in Stockton, Calif., the 
former home of the Baby Flames. “He’s a really valuable asset to our 
team, so we’re all pretty happy to have him.” 

The Wranglers will open their season with Sunday’s matinee against the 
Coachella Valley Firebirds at the Saddledome. Puck-drop is set for 1 
p.m. 
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NHL 2022-23 bold predictions: A 70-goal scorer, trades, breakouts, 
awards, more 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff 

15/10/2022 

 

A first-time 50-goal scorer in Edmonton. A new king of the Metropolitan 
Division. An eight-figure contract in Boston. A legend traded out of 
Chicago (but not the one you’re expecting). And maybe even the NHL’s 
first 70-goal season since 1993? 

Those were among the responses we got this week when we asked The 
Athletic’s NHL staff for their bold predictions for the 2022-23 season. 

Here’s one prediction per team as we enter the first weekend of regular-
season play: 

Anaheim Ducks 

Mason McTavish will win the Calder Trophy: Can the 19-year-old actually 
do it? It could be an uphill battle, with Buffalo defenseman Owen Power 
the favorite going into the season and Seattle’s Matty Beniers set to play 
a huge role and perhaps keep up his point-per-game introduction from 
last season (he has a goal and three points in two games so far). But 
McTavish showed off some nifty passing, with two assists Wednesday, 
and he could get prime ice time if he sticks on a top line with Troy Terry 
and Ryan Strome. His lethal shot could become a weapon on the power 
play, too. You wanted bold? McTavish could become Anaheim’s first 
Calder winner. — Eric Stephens 

"He relishes work. He’s put in the work. And he wants to be a major 
contributor on an NHL team." 

Mason McTavish is playing his third game in four days at the Rookie 
Faceoff tournament in San Jose. No, he doesn't take a 
break.https://t.co/tOzzE0w875 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) September 19, 2022 

Arizona Coyotes 

Connor Ingram will be the starter in goal by Christmas: Ingram was the 
Coyotes’ second goalie waiver claim of the preseason; the first, Jonas 
Johansson, came and went in a flash (back to Colorado). The Coyotes 
hope Ingram, selected from the Nashville Predators organization, will be 
there for the longer haul and can blossom in his mid-20s after an up-and-
down start to his professional career. Just 25 and coming off two 
excellent years in the AHL, Ingram will get a chance to be an everyday 
NHL player this season. If he makes the most of the opportunity, he 
could become part of the Coyotes’ core going forward. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

David Pastrnak will re-sign for $11 million annually: Pastrnak is a must-
sign player for the Bruins. He is part of their next core, along with Charlie 
McAvoy. He is 26 years old with all the leverage on his side. The trade 
market is limited in terms of who could take on his AAV and provide the 
Bruins with necessary assets. His $88 million extension would look nice 
next to his number. — Fluto Shinzawa 

‘That kid has no ceiling’: David Pastrnak takes off in season opener. 
https://t.co/utCKhRjHou 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) October 13, 2022 

Buffalo Sabres 

Jack Quinn will score 20 goals: Quinn scored 26 goals in 45 AHL games 
last season. He led the Sabres in individual expected goals in the 
preseason. He’s playing on a line with Alex Tuch, arguably Buffalo’s best 
playmaker. That’s a lot of ingredients that could help Quinn make an 
instant NHL impact. If he gets some power-play time eventually, 20 goals 
should be well within reach. In NHL history, 350 players have scored 20 
goals in their rookie seasons. Quinn has the skill and situation to join that 
group. — Matthew Fairburn 

It’s opening day for the Sabres, sports fans. To celebrate, I’ve got 10 bold 
Sabres predictions for you all. Jack Quinn's goals, Owen Power's 
emergence and other spicy forecasts. Enjoy responsibly.@TheAthletic 
https://t.co/vCjkiz9Q0e 

— Matthew Fairburn (@MatthewFairburn) October 13, 2022 

Calgary Flames 

Dillon Dube will score 30 goals for the first time: Dube has started the 
season playing with Andrew Mangiapane and Nazem Kadri, two feisty 
players who excel at both ends of the rink. That has the makings of a line 
that can be annoying and frustrating to play against, showing skill, 
offensive touch and solid forechecking abilities during the preseason. On 
a squad where the spotlight will be on Kadri, Jonathan Huberdeau and 
others, Dube is naturally flying under the radar. Mangiapane knows a 
thing or two about that after catching the hockey world by surprise with a 
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35-goal season in 2021-22. It’s entirely possible that some of that rubs off 
on Dube this year. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

It's what every NHL team wants: The league's next breakout star. 

Big risers last year included Tage Thompson, Robert Thomas and Noah 
Dobson.@TheAthleticNHL staff picks one player from each team that 
could follow in their footsteps this season:https://t.co/pLkI9G2zSB 
pic.twitter.com/l5a8k3ctHb 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 1, 2022 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi will outscore Vincent Trocheck: There are high 
expectations for Kotkaniemi after he signed an eight-year, $38.56 million 
extension with the Hurricanes last season and was given the first shot to 
fill the hole vacated by Trocheck’s signing with the Rangers. I think he 
not only meets those expectations but puts up more points than Trocheck 
this season, quickly proving the Hurricanes made the right move by 
locking him up. Kotkaniemi will finish with more than 20 goals and 60-
plus points, stabilizing Carolina’s second line. — Cory Lavalette 

I’m looking forward to telling more stories, giving more analysis and 
digging deeper on one of the league’s Stanley Cup favorites. I wrote 
about their chances of returning to the top of the NHL for my first 
article:https://t.co/uQ4c5r65vK 

— Cory Lavalette (@corylav) October 3, 2022 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Jonathan Toews will get traded, and Patrick Kane won’t: Seems like 
everyone’s assuming the opposite, because they think Toews is 
untradeable and Kane will be too valuable at the deadline to hold onto. 
But there are teams out there (Colorado?) that would love to have Toews 
as a third-line center for a playoff run as long as a third team launders the 
cap hit. As for Kane, I may be alone on this, but I really believe he’s 
looking for a reason to stay. He wants to be a Blackhawks lifer. Kyle 
Davidson would probably prefer to trade him for a first-round pick and 
more, but Kane holds all the cards. And while playing alongside Artemi 
Panarin or Mathew Barzal would be greatly appealing to him, in the end, 
Chicago is home. — Mark Lazerus 

The 2022-23 NHL season is upon us, which means it's time for award 
predictions. 

 Auston Matthews vs Connor McDavid for the Hart Trophy? 

 Early favorites for the Vezina and Calder trophies? 

 Who wins the Patrick Kane sweepstakes? 

Experts weigh in: https://t.co/KcmCnQkFSF 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 8, 2022 

Colorado Avalanche 

Four Avs defensemen will score double-digit goals: Cale Makar is a lock 
to score more than 10 goals. Heck, he could get to 30. Devon Toews is a 
safe bet, too, considering his emergence the past two seasons. Then 
there’s Bowen Byram, who looked awesome in the Stanley Cup Final 
and scored his first goal of 2022-23 on Thursday. He had five goals in 30 
games last year, so if he can stay relatively healthy this season, getting 
to 10 is perfectly reasonable. Then one of Samuel Girard, Josh Manson 
or Erik Johnson needs to reach the mark. Manson had five goals in 42 
games with the Avs last year (regular season and postseason 
combined), and Johnson has a career high of 12. Girard should have a 
bounceback season and has the offensive skillset to make this feel 
possible. — Peter Baugh 

One thought on every #Avs player, including why I think Artturi Lehkonen 
could have a big year https://t.co/wNqasEzs49 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) October 12, 2022 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

The Blue Jackets will have a top-10 power play: This may be considered 
a cry for help given how chronically awful the Blue Jackets have been 
with a man advantage ever since Sam Gagne — yes, Sam Gagne! — left 
following the 2016-17 season. Not even Artemi Panarin could shake the 
doldrums as the team has finished among the league’s eight worst each 
of the past five seasons. But I think Johnny Gaudreau’s arrival and Patrik 
Laine’s long-term outlook in Columbus will lead to a pick-you-poison 
dilemma for opposing penalty kills. Point man Zach Werenski and net-
front playmaker Jakub Voracek could have a field day, too. — Aaron 
Portzline 

The Athletic: A look at 2022-23 from both extremes … 

Best-case scenario | #CBJ ride an explosive offense and improving 
defense in return to playoffs 

Worst-case scenario | More scoring is not what this club needed. Shaky 
defense will be their undoinghttps://t.co/vdoGytPJ9E 
pic.twitter.com/qyxbV7vCrM 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) October 11, 2022 

Dallas Stars 

Miro Heiskanen will double his career high in points: Coach Pete 
DeBoer’s system typically elevates the production of quality defensemen, 
Brent Burns in San Jose being a good example. Heiskanen’s career high 
is 36 points, far too low for a player of his talent. He’ll also be a staple on 
the first power-play unit for the first time in his NHL career and will begin 
the season playing on his strong side after more than two seasons 
playing on his offside. — Saad Yousuf 

— Miro Heiskanen, 70-point scorer 

— Top line breaking up 

— A revenge hat trick 

— Better on the road than at home 

— A new leading scorer in Dallas 

— And more! 

Stars 2022-23 bold predictions, with reasonings for why they could 
happenhttps://t.co/pdARCH3ZsZ 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) October 13, 2022 

Detroit Red Wings 

The Red Wings will have five 20-goal scorers: The Red Wings haven’t 
had five 20-goal scorers since 2008-09 and had only three last season, 
so this one is a bolder prediction than it might sound on the surface. But 
with three returning 20-plus goal scorers in Dylan Larkin, Lucas 
Raymond and Tyler Bertuzzi, plus a finally healthy Jakub Vrana and 
some strong offseason additions in Andrew Copp, David Perron and 
Dominik Kubalik, the Red Wings should have more scoring depth than 
they’ve had in a long time. — Max Bultman 

10 bold Red Wings predictions for 2022-23, including 

  A new leading scorer 

  A top-10 Norris finish for Seider 

  Something Detroit hasn't done since 2009 

And more:https://t.co/fVmv4v7uxV 

— Max Bultman (@m_bultman) October 13, 2022 

Edmonton Oilers 

Connor McDavid will score 50 goals: Did you see the way he played in 
the playoffs last season? McDavid is a perennial 40-goal scorer and 
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produced at a 48-goal pace in his remarkable 105-point, 56-game 
campaign in 2021. Though he’s got Evander Kane on his wing and Leon 
Draisaitl to pass to on the power play, McDavid is just too good not to hit 
the half-century mark. At 25, he might not have too many chances left. 
The time for him to do it is now. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Oilers win division? McDavid scores 50? 11 bold predictions for 2022-23 
season – The Athletic https://t.co/fEm3LSSz5V 

— Daniel Nugent-Bowman (@DNBsports) October 10, 2022 

Florida Panthers 

Sergei Bobrovsky will lose his job: And not in a temporary fashion, either. 
This is probably a bit bolder than you think — Bobrovsky was good last 
season (.913 save percentage, 10th leaguewide in GSAx). Goalie 
performance is volatile, though, and that’s especially true with Bobrovsky. 
Plus, coach Paul Maurice has nothing invested in his success and 
Spencer Knight is on track to improve, as 21-year-old NHL goalies tend 
to do. Throw in Knight’s recent contract extension, and enough 
ingredients are on the table to think that when the playoffs roll around, 
Florida will have a new Game 1 starter. — Sean Gentille 

Welcome to Year 2 of the NHL Hope-O-Meter. 

Are you optimistic about your team … or are you not?@seangentille 
polled over 8,000 fans to check their temperatures ahead of the new 
season: https://t.co/Nt1kjUDB0m pic.twitter.com/3W1FyQT8Rv 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 7, 2022 

Los Angeles Kings 

Kevin Fiala will have a career-high point total — again: After Fiala’s 33-
goal, 85-point breakout with the Wild last season, the Kings will gladly 
take more of the same from the Swiss winger to kick off his new seven-
year contract. Fiala is on the top line with veteran playmaker Anze 
Kopitar and sniper Adrian Kempe, has the ability to create plays on his 
own and beat goalies clean with his shot, and also can find teammates 
with his underrated passing ability. (He had 52 assists last season.) And 
he’s going to get plenty of opportunities on the top power play. Fiala can 
still take the unnecessary penalty, but he’s started to match consistency 
with his talent. And the Kings are paying him to be an impact player. — 
Eric Stephens 

How does Kevin Fiala feel about his @LAKings experience so far? Sat 
down with him after his first game with the club for a little 
Q&A.https://t.co/DMYZwNk5Ek 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) September 29, 2022 

Minnesota Wild 

The Wild will get past the first round: This is the year. For the third time 
since 2003 and first since 2015, the Wild are going to exorcise their first-
round demons and advance to the semifinals. This is still a really good 
team, led by Kirill Kaprizov, and it has the cap space to add a significant 
piece (or pieces) if it plays its cards right. And the Wild also now have a 
good luck charm in Minnesota-based Joe Smith, who is accustomed to 
long playoff runs coming from Tampa to help cover the team. — Michael 
Russo and Joe Smith 

What am I getting myself into? 

As I start my new @TheAthletic role covering @mnwild + NHL, I asked 
some Minnesota-born players for their advice on the market, the people, 
the food – the winters. Survival skills from likes of 
@JTBrown23,@MarkDParrish + more https://t.co/eqRsDh8Wup 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) October 10, 2022 

Montreal Canadiens 

Kaiden Guhle will finish in the top five in Calder voting: In much the same 
way that Moritz Seider got lots of ice time as a rookie on a bad team and 
improved as the season went as a result, Guhle can do so with this 

season’s Canadiens. The returns of Joel Edmundson and Mike 
Matheson from injury will eat into his ice time at first, but here’s saying 
Guhle will earn it back as the season goes along and finish above 20 
minutes a night as a rookie, with his polished defensive game and 
improved offensive game catching the eye of some voters. — Arpon 
Basu 

I refer to this piece in here, but with training camp rolling along, if you 
want to learn a little bit more about Kaiden Guhle, I wrote this in June on 
some of his intangibles: https://t.co/vxZnrVhufF 

— Arpon Basu (@ArponBasu) September 27, 2022 

Nashville Predators 

Juuse Saros will win the Vezina: Saros was a finalist last season, actually 
had a stronger case to be a finalist the season before when he wasn’t, 
and by any measure belongs in that company. His excellence since 
succeeding Pekka Rinne has been a bit overlooked, but the guess here 
is the 2022-23 numbers will make him impossible to ignore. The addition 
of Ryan McDonagh to form a shutdown pairing with Mattias Ekholm is 
something the Preds haven’t had since the Ekholm-P.K. Subban heyday 
of 2016 to 2018. — Joseph Rexrode 

As the Preds prepare to begin their season in Prague, some bold 
predictions on what’s ahead. https://t.co/kAlUiWGq1D 

— Joe Rexrode (@joerexrode) October 7, 2022 

New Jersey Devils 

Jack Hughes will be the top scorer in the Metro: If we look at last 
season’s top NHL scorers, the Pacific, Atlantic and Central divisions are 
all represented. The best scorer from the Metropolitan Division, 
meanwhile, was Artemi Panarin at 96 points. Hughes can match or 
exceed that if he can stay healthy. The building blocks are there in New 
Jersey, the Devils should finally have a capable power play and Hughes 
broke out for 56 points in 49 games last season. It seems plausible he’s 
even better in 2022-23. — Shayna Goldman 

The Devils aren't just looking to be a competitive team this year. 

They're looking to make the next step. 

The Athletic’s @PierreVLeBrun went one-on-one with New Jersey Devils 
GM Tom Fitzgerald:https://t.co/lft3J4znfG pic.twitter.com/8Hsg9Saeiz 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 3, 2022 

New York Islanders 

Ilya Sorokin will be a Vezina finalist: After establishing himself last 
season as one of the NHL’s best goalies, Sorokin is in the prime of his 
career at age 27, is still playing behind one of the better defense groups 
in the league, shouldn’t be overly taxed with Semyon Varlamov as his 
backup and will be eligible for a contract extension next summer. It 
should all add up to another stellar season. — Kevin Kurz 

10 bold Islanders predictions: Lou Lamoriello trades for Patrick Kane, 
and more 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/vmG275IrPY 

— Kevin Kurz (@KKurzNHL) October 13, 2022 

New York Rangers 

The Rangers will win the Metro: Last season’s success may have been 
ahead of schedule for the Rangers’ turnaround, but they are well on track 
for this season. They were a top-10 team in the league from January on 
in suppressing high-danger scoring chances, one of the best measures 
of success, and their defense is arguably better and more experienced 
now. It’s not the ultimate goal, but a division crown would put the 
Rangers in strong position for another long playoff run. — Arthur Staple 

And 10 bold predictions for the #NYR this season — including a Patrick 
Kane trade!https://t.co/3zPG9UeQvW 
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— Arthur Staple (@StapeAthletic) October 11, 2022 

Ottawa Senators 

The Senators will make the playoffs: The Senators have suffered through 
a five-year playoff drought, the longest in franchise history. And after 
missing the playoffs by a whopping 27 points last season, it’s definitely a 
tall mountain for Ottawa to climb. But after improving their talent level in 
the offseason, they’ve certainly improved their odds of making the 
playoffs. Even with those improvements, they’re still considered long 
shots by most to qualify for the playoffs in a tough Atlantic Division. But 
somebody is bound to drop out of the playoff picture in the Eastern 
Conference this season, and when they do, Ottawa will be poised to 
jump into a wildcard spot. — Ian Mendes 

It’s time for my annual pre-season predictions for the Sens. 

On the eve of the regular season, I have some predictions for Chabot, 
D.J., Tkachuk, DeBrincat — and a longshot first round playoff matchup. 

https://t.co/XCQIU2UF7w 

— Ian Mendes (@ian_mendes) October 12, 2022 

Philadelphia Flyers 

The Flyers will trade one of their recognizable veterans on long-term 
contracts: John Tortorella is serious about implementing his brand of 
“hard to play against” culture with the Flyers, even if the team probably 
isn’t good enough to compete for a playoff spot. A big part of that will be 
determining which players are truly buying into his approach. The hope is 
that all of the players do so; in reality, there probably will be at least one 
or two who clash with Tortorella. If that happens, don’t be surprised if 
said player is quickly on his way out the door via trade. Chuck Fletcher 
can’t afford to be patient anymore — this club needs to show progress 
this season, at least in terms of competitiveness. If someone isn’t on 
board, I wager he won’t be long for this roster. — Charlie O’Connor 

PHI most likely won't be in the mix for the playoffs; arguably the best 
outcome for them would be nabbing a top-3 pick in a stacked draft. 

So what is the point of this year? Entrusting John Tortorella with a long-
term reshaping of the roster, mainly:https://t.co/og2qKYUesx 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) October 13, 2022 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins will win the East: Their only real weakness is their bottom 
six, and that can be fixed by trade deadline time. Sidney Crosby, Evgeni 
Malkin, Jake Guentzel and Kris Letang remain quite a core. Those 
players are hungry to prove the Penguins remain contenders. Tristan 
Jarry wants playoff redemption (and good playoff health). Also, while the 
East is loaded, every contender has major flaws. By comparison, the 
Penguins’ warts are minor. The Penguins are due for some postseason 
breaks, and Crosby is getting tired of hearing about five straight series 
losses. This team has a run left. — Josh Yohe 

Here are my predictions for all 16 playoff teams, along with a Cup pick. 
Can the Penguins win the East? Are the Avs still the team to beat? My 
thoughts: https://t.co/6DZxYF71XX 

— Josh Yohe (@JoshYohe_PGH) October 12, 2022 

San Jose Sharks 

The Sharks will have a top-five pick in the 2023 NHL Draft: There are 
three ways to get there: finish with one of the three worst records, 
thereby guaranteeing a top-five spot; finish in the bottom five and don’t 
drop after the lottery; or miss the playoffs and win one of the top-two 
spots in the lottery. If everything breaks right, the Sharks have enough 
high-end talent and competent goaltending to be frisky, possibly even on 
the edge of the postseason mix. But the roster is also perilously thin, 
particularly on defense. An extended absence for Erik Karlsson or Mario 
Ferraro could lead to a very long season. — Corey Masisak 

10 bold San Jose Sharks predictions for 2022-23: 

– Career highs in goals for …? 

– Power play improves? 

– Multiple candidates for AHL newcomer of the year? 

– An unexpected trade? 

– A top-5 pick? 

– More 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/SdoXoUfhyV 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) October 14, 2022 

Seattle Kraken 

The Kraken will be Western Conference disruptors: There’s been a lot of 
talk about the Red Wings and Senators as disruptors this season, but 
why not the Kraken? They’ve added scoring support and should get 
some rebound out of their goalies. That probably doesn’t make enough 
difference to make them a playoff team, but this could be a season when 
they linger just outside the race. They at least won’t be a pushover. 
They’ll take key points away from opponents and are a legitimate pick for 
a spoiler. — Shayna Goldman 

A 30th-place finish in an inaugural season would've been fine for an 
expansion team. Until Vegas came along. 

The Kraken aim to compete in Year 2. And it starts by building around 
their young centers Shane Wright and Matty Beniers, writes 
@PierreVLeBrun.https://t.co/36aGNF67S4 pic.twitter.com/W1acjaVg2T 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 5, 2022 

St. Louis Blues 

The Blues will re-sign Vladimir Tarasenko — and let Ryan O’Reilly walk: 
Yeah, I don’t fully believe this either, but bear with me: Last season, 
Tarasenko had a career-best 82 points, and he’ll be motivated in a 
contract year. Teams haven’t been willing to trade for him, so will they 
pay what he could be worth in free agency? He might price himself out of 
St. Louis, too, but can the Blues afford to lose him? Meanwhile, at center, 
Robert Thomas is locked up for eight more years and Brayden Schenn 
for five, so does O’Reilly become expendable? Could general manager 
Doug Armstrong really let his captain walk? He’s done it before (see: 
David Backes, Alex Pietrangelo). — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Steven Stamkos will score 50 goals: Stamkos scored 42 in 2021-22 in 
what was the best season of his 14-year career. He was very 
encouraged by his summer workouts and should benefit from a full 
season of a healthy Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point, too. The 
Lightning are going to rely more on their top-three forwards, with their 
depth tested, and Stamkos has the ability and -play time to pull off his 
first 50-goal season since scoring 60 in 2011-12. — Joe Smith 

"When you win a Cup, it changes you." 

As Steven Stamkos burnishes his resume with yet another trip to the 
Stanley Cup Final, @JoeSmithTB reached out to some NHL legends to 
get their insights on the Lightning captain's leadership. 

  https://t.co/P0vBSoGCO5 pic.twitter.com/H5URzHDlZ4 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) June 22, 2022 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Auston Matthews will sniff 70 goals: On the one hand, this feels bold, 
right? Nobody has scored 70 goals in almost 30 years, and only eight 
guys, period, have done it. And yet, for Matthews, it feels entirely 
conceivable. Last season, he scored 60 goals — in 73 games. And that 
included an early chunk of the season when he was still getting over 
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offseason wrist surgery. He’s coming off a Hart Trophy and back-to-back 
Rocket Richards, and he’s only getting better. I’ve got him down for 67 
this season, but I wouldn’t put 70 past him. — Jonas Siegel 

Maple Leafs' over/unders (and other bets!): 

•59.5 goals for Auston Matthews 

•.907 save percentage for Matt Murray 

•34.5 goals for Mitch Marner 

•114.5 points for the Leafshttps://t.co/Mtx3wBkfak 

— Jonas Siegel (@jonassiegel) October 12, 2022 

Vancouver Canucks 

Elias Pettersson will hit 40 goals: Pettersson is an efficiency monster and 
one of the most accurate shooters in the league. A wrist injury limited his 
effectiveness as a finisher a year ago in the first half of the season, but 
once his shot looked right, from mid-January on, he scored 21 times in 
his final 37 games. He probably doesn’t sustain the 23 percent shooting 
clip he managed over those 37 games, but he’ll come close. The fact is 
that most of what he accomplished looked oddly sustainable given his 
rare ability to drive percentages. So mark him down for 40 goals. — 
Thomas Drance 

Elias Pettersson is a man on a mission and other takeaways from the 
#Canucks season opener:https://t.co/EE8vJYp16A 

— Harman Dayal (@harmandayal2) October 13, 2022 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Jack Eichel will reach 100 points: Eichel’s single-season career high is 
82 points, but he’s surrounded by the most talent he’s ever played with 
and has been a man on a mission. With a full offseason and camp in 
Vegas, he looks like a different player than he did in last year’s return 
from neck surgery. He’s made the game look easy in transition, using his 
powerful stride to blow by defenders and his strength and balance to 
maintain that speed through contact. If he gets a good look at the net, it’s 
all but over with the world-class release on his wrist shot. I expect to see 
the best version of Eichel we’ve ever seen as he soars past his previous 
career highs. — Jesse Granger 

My preseason bold predictions for the Golden Knights are up! 

Jack Eichel will hit the 100-point mark, and 16 other projections 

On @TheAthleticNHL  https://t.co/x327yY5x56 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) October 10, 2022 

Washington Capitals 

Nicklas Backstrom will return to the lineup: The Caps aren’t sure it’ll 
happen. Backstrom isn’t, either. After all, returning to the NHL after hip 
resurfacing is uncharted territory. But the soon-to-be 35-year-old feels 
good. He’s rehabbing daily. And, in Backstrom’s own words, he’s 
determined to go out on his own terms. My gut tells me the franchise’s 
all-time leader in assists will not only suit up, but he’ll even set up Alex 
Ovechkin for a goal to two. Yes, I’m aware of the cap headache a return 
during the regular season would create. But if Backstrom is healthy and 
still has game, I bet the Caps will find a way to make it work. — Tarik El-
Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Cole Perfetti will be a Calder Trophy finalist: Perfetti was less than an 
afterthought in our NHL awards predictions — he didn’t receive a single 
vote. And while Owen Power, Matty Beniers and Mason McTavish were 
the top three picks of the 2021 draft and are realistic favorites for the 
award, let’s not forget the amount of opportunity that Perfetti will enjoy 
this season. His role in the top six is written in ink, he has a top-flight 
center in Pierre-Luc Dubois and a strong playmaking right winger in 
Blake Wheeler to work with and he looked brilliant running Winnipeg’s 

second power-play unit in training camp. The Calder Trophy isn’t about 
who has the highest ceiling; it’s about who is most impressive this 
season. Perfetti is older, has more pro experience and will have more 
help via quality of linemates than an awful lot of the competition this year. 
I say he finishes with offensive numbers so strong he makes this year’s 
Calder Trophy podium — and, fortune willing, maybe even wins it. — 
Murat Ates 

If we’re going to do this, we’re doing it my way. 

No fake rosiness, no crowd-pleasing crowd-pleasingness, nothing quite 
so pie-in-the-sky. 

10 bold predictions for the Winnipeg Jets season that I think I can back 
up:https://t.co/DpWoDfXG0y 

— Murat Ates (@WPGMurat) October 14, 2022 
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NHL99: Johnny Bucyk and the house that helped forge one of the most 
dangerous wingers ever 

 

Steve Buckley 

15/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list.nhl 

The house sits on a corner lot at 2 Yale Road in Arlington, a pleasant, 
leafy suburb just north of Boston. It’s a cozy little house with a big 
backyard, a driveway on the side and an oversized Norway spruce out 
front that looks like it’s been there forever. 

And yet when Johnny “The Chief” Bucyk talks about the place, you’d 
think he was describing a laboratory, or maybe a prep school where the 
only course that’s taught is Advanced Hockey Communications. For it 
was in that house, for a few years in the late 1950s, that a young Bucyk, 
having been acquired by the Boston Bruins from the Detroit Red Wings 
for goaltender Terry Sawchuk, did a deep dive into the finer points of the 
game, the result being that he added knowhow and savvy to God-given 
skills. 

As far back as March 6, 1953, George Gibson of the Edmonton Journal 
had observed that hometown boy Johnny Bucyk, still playing juniors with 
the Edmonton Oil Kings, “seemingly can score a goal any ole time he 
feels like it.” Mr. Gibson turned out to be a prophet: After Bucyk played 
what turned out to be his last game, on April 9, 1978, he stepped off the 
ice with 556 career goals, which at the time was fourth-most in NHL 
history. 

Bucyk played 21 of his 23 seasons with the Bruins, including Stanley 
Cup-winning teams in 1970 and 1972. He was a two-time Lady Byng 
recipient, which belies the fact that he was a 220-pound bruiser whose 
hip check was, and remains, the stuff of legend. He was inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1981. 

John Paul Bucyk, No. 9 in your program and No. 96 in The Athletic’s 
rundown of the 100 greatest players in modern NHL history, has been 
described by Harry Sinden, the Hall of Fame coach, general manager 
and president of the Bruins, as the most dangerous winger he’s ever 
seen when in front of the net. And the late Tony Esposito, the Hall of 
Fame Chicago goaltender, often quipped that Bucyk was like the scary 
butler Lurch from “The Addams Family” television series of the 1960s 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 15, 2022 

 

because he’d suddenly appear in the slot, seemingly from out of 
nowhere. 

And to hear Bucyk speak, it all came together during those couple of 
years he shared the little house on Yale Road in Arlington with linemates 
Bronco Horvath and Vic Stasiuk. All three had signed their first pro 
contracts with the Red Wings. All three had been teammates for a while 
on the Edmonton Flyers, a Detroit farm team in the Western Hockey 
League. All three had been acquired by the Bruins in separate 
transactions. And all three were Canadian-born NHL players with 
Ukrainian DNA, which is why Horvath-Bucyk-Stasiuk came to be known 
as the “Uke Line.” 

“We used to come home after a game, sit down, the three of us, and 
discuss what we did wrong, what worked, what we needed to do, all of 
that,” said Bucyk, who turned 87 in May. “I think the reason we became 
such a good line was because the communication the three of us guys 
had was great. 

“And because we were living together it taught us how to work together 
and discuss things.” 

The house on Yale Road was actually owned by Pat Egan, a gritty, 
talented defenseman who played 11 seasons in the NHL, six of them 
with the Bruins. But by 1957 he was off coaching in the minor leagues — 
he later guided the AHL Springfield Indians to three straight Calder Cup 
titles —  so he rented the place to the Uke Line. Other players came and 
went as well. Bucyk likes to joke that you could tell NHL players lived 
there because of the towels that had been spirited away from various 
hotels. 

The house at 2 Yale Road in Arlington. (Steve Buckley / The Athletic) 

The trade was made on June 10, 1957. Sawchuk was the news, not 
Bucyk, because he was a three-time Vezina Trophy winner during his 
years with the Red Wings who was now being sent back to Detroit after 
two seasons in Boston. Bucyk was the kid being acquired by the Bruins. 

“I was on a golf course, which is where most hockey players are when 
they find out they’ve been traded or sold or whatever,” Bucyk said. 
Somebody at the Creston Golf Club in British Columbia had heard 
something on the radio, and the somebody went out to the links and 
tracked down Bucyk to deliver the news. 

He was off to Boston. And to 2 Yale Road in Arlington. 

“We talked so much hockey there,” Bucyk said. “You know, you get the 
best lines when the players are talking to each other. When you can do 
that, which is what Bronco, Vic and me were always doing, it makes it 
possible to take criticism without getting mad. Instead of arguing and 
fighting with each other, you’re taking time to understand what’s being 
said. And that’s how you improve. You’ve got to be able to be told what’s 
going wrong and what you have to do to get better. That’s something we 
did. Every night.” 

Horvath gave the Bruins four solid seasons and then moved on to the 
Black Hawks. Stasiuk remained with the Bruins until midway through the 
1960-61 season, when he was traded back to Detroit. But for Bucyk, still 
a few months shy of turning 25, the best years were ahead.  

Man, were they ever. 

 In 1966, it was to Bucyk that Bruins general manager Milt Schmidt 
turned when 18-year-old phenom Bobby Orr joined the club, asking the 
older, wiser Bucyk to keep an eye on the kid. Bucyk still likes to joke 
about that, saying, “I think they thought I was going to have to babysit 
him, but I think he babysat me.” 

Except that Orr doesn’t see it that way. 

In his autobiography, Orr writes that Bucyk “…was not a big 
speechmaker, but he came to work every day and set the standard with 
his level of play. He always set the bar high for us, and it made you want 
to follow suit and set your own example for others. Much like my parents, 
Johnny let his actions do the talking for him. There can be no doubt that 

his leadership was a key part of the success the Bruins would enjoy in 
the years that followed.” 

The 1969-70 Bruins completed a four-game sweep of the Stanley Cup 
Final against the Blues on a steamy Mother’s Day afternoon at the old 
Boston Garden, Orr seemingly flying across the crease, Superman-like, 
after putting a shot past Blues goalie Glenn Hall. A statue of Orr’s flight is 
displayed in front of TD Garden. 

Much lesser known is the goal that tied the game with 6:32 remaining in 
the third period, potted by Bucyk. He also had a hat trick in Game 1 of 
the series, a 6-1 Boston victory. 

Bucyk had his finest season in 1970-71, with career highs in goals (51), 
assists (65) and points (116). 

And Bucyk did it all with a minimum of fuss, getting into only a couple of 
fights in his career. One of them took place in 1957 when Bucyk, still a 
Red Wing, scuffled with the Bruins’ Jack Bionda. As a Bruin, Bucyk 
battled Red Wings rookie Claude LaForge on Jan. 31, 1959, at Boston 
Garden.  

“He ran the goaltender and I grabbed him and threw him off the 
goaltender and he came back with a cross-check across my back,” 
Bucyk said. “I just turned around and got him in a headlock and pounded 
him. I don’t lose my temper too often, and I didn’t want to get penalties, 
but I got one there.” 

Newspaper accounts of the fight were limited, its significance not 
understood at the time, but an Associated Pressphotograph of the game 
officials separating Bucyk and LaForge ran in newspapers throughout 
North America. 

 A dispatch from United Press International played it this way: “Claude 
LaForge, Detroit rookie, and Boston’s John Bucyk fought beside the 
Boston net late in the game, LaForge suffering a bloody nose and a black 
eye as tempers ran hot. Both drew only roughing penalties.” 

The timing was a tad awkward for Bucyk: He had family in the house that 
day. His first wife, Anne, who died in 2012, had invited two elderly aunts 
to the game, and the Chief, like any good husband, wanted to make a 
good impression.  

“They were in their 90s,” Bucyk said. “It was a Saturday afternoon. They 
saw me fight, and after the game I didn’t know what to say to them. But 
they looked at me and said, ‘Boy, you really gave it to him.’” 

Bucyk came across as pleased when he talked about his modest fighting 
record, noting that while he didn’t drop the gloves very often, “The ones I 
did have, I don’t think I lost any.” But he quickly pulled an old hockey 
cliche from his pocket: “You can’t score goals in the penalty box.”  

Johnny Bucyk and a special cane. (Steve Buckley / The Athletic) 

But you won’t go to the box if you limit your aggressiveness to a well-
placed hip check, and Bucyk delivered plenty of those over the years. 

“That was my key,” he said. “I was known for the hip check and players 
knew it. It was a clean check. It was never a dirty check. I never got 
penalties but I played very physically. In the corners, I was very strong.” 

The hip checks didn’t always connect with their intended target. 

“Bronco Horvath, I remember one time, he was chasing George 
Armstrong around the net and I thought I had Armstrong lined up and I 
threw the hip out, and — boom — it felt pretty good,” Bucyk said. “I 
turned around and I missed George. I got poor Bronco. We had to carry 
him off. He had to go in the dressing room and change clothes, if you 
know what I mean. He came back out and said, ‘Now don’t you do that 
again.'” 

Years later, Horvath was living in retirement on Cape Cod. He was 
ambling about with the help of a cane by then, and he liked to tell Bucyk 
that he, too, would be needing a cane one day. Because, you know, all 
those hip checks. 
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“Well,” said Bucyk, “I had the hip check going pretty good, even though 
the doctors always told me one day I was going to pay a piece for that.” 

Hip replacement, huh? 

“I’ve had one of them done, yeah,” he said. “And I’ve had three fractures 
in my spine, and I’ve had them fused. That’s why I walk with a cane now. 
The doctors told me you won’t be perfect, you won’t walk straight up and 
down, but you’ll get around real good. And I’m starting to see the 
difference.” 

Now about that cane … there’s a story there that speaks, once again, to 
the importance of communication among linemates. Horvath died in 
2019. Bucyk drove down for the service at Chandler Gray Cemetery in 
West Yarmouth. 

When it was over, Flora Horvath, Bronco’s widow, wanted a word with 
the Chief. 

“I’ve got something for you in the car,” she said. 

It was Bronco’s cane. He had willed it to his former teammate on the 
Edmonton Flyers, his former linemate on the Bruins, his former 
housemate at 2 Yale Road in Arlington. 

More than 60 years after being formed, the Uke Line was still connecting. 
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Why the women’s national team is asking for ‘a seat at the table’ amidst 
Hockey Canada overhaul 

 

Hailey Salvian 

14/10/2022 

 

Members of the Canadian women’s national team, like many across the 
country, have been following the ongoing Hockey Canada scandal. 
Amidst a series of troubling revelations over the last few months, the 
players hope to build a better, more inclusive version of an organization 
that has lost the country’s trust. 

“Although it’s been pretty heavy, we also feel that it’s gonna become a 
fresh start at some point,” Canadian Olympic gold medallist Renata Fast 
told The Athletic. “I think there’s still a ways to go, but when that fresh 
start arises, there’s a lot of opportunity to make changes to benefit 
everyone.” 

On Thursday, the women’s national team released a statement asking for 
“a seat at the table” as Hockey Canada recalibrates after the resignation 
of its entire Board of Directors and the departure of CEO Scott Smith. 

A Statement from the National Women's Hockey Team 
pic.twitter.com/NNAWXYoRQM 

— Erin Ambrose (@ambrose_13) October 13, 2022 

In parliamentary hearings last week, Hockey Canada revealed that a 
fund created using money from player registration fees — the National 
Equity Fund – was used to pay out nine sexual abuse claims totalling 
$7.6 million since 1989. Not included in that figure was a settlement paid 
out earlier this year to a young woman who alleged that she was sexually 
assaulted by eight players following a Hockey Canada Foundation event 
in London, Ont., in 2018. 

“The recent developments out of Hockey Canada are a first step in what 
we hope represents the beginning of positive change in the future of 
hockey in Canada,” the players’ statement read. “We are united like 
never before in ensuring that the best interests of hockey players and 
fans are at the core of everything Hockey Canada does.” 

Members of the team felt it was important to make a statement to show 
that they stand in support of the recent changes, and to express what 
they hope to see from their rebuilt governing body. 

“In terms of overall governance and the future board that is appointed, I 
think it’s important (to) have women on it,” said Fast. “And diversity to 
truly represent all Canadians.” 

When the last board of directors at Hockey Canada met, there would 
have been six men at the table and the bylaw-mandated minimum of two 
women. Prior to the resignation of the former Board Chair, when all nine 
board positions were filled, two of the directors were female and seven 
were male. With the eight-person board, seven of the eight directors 
were White. Only one person identified as a member of the LGBTQ+ 
community. 

According to the recently released interim report by former Supreme 
Court Justice Thomas Cromwell, Hockey Canada’s governance falls 
behind other governing bodies when it comes to gender representation. 

For example, Curling Canada’s bylaws state that no gender may 
represent more than 60 percent or less than 40 percent of governors. 
Similarly, Canada Soccer’s bylaws state that no more than 60 percent of 
the directors shall be of the same gender. 

Comparatively, per Hockey Canada’s bylaws, the organization is required 
to have a board of nine people, of whom two must be male and two 
female, meaning that no gender may represent more than 77.8 percent 
or less than 22.2 percent of directors, the lowest minimum threshold for 
gender representation among comparable associations. 

The Cromwell report recommends that Hockey Canada amends its 
bylaws “to increase its gender representation,” to provide that no more 
than 60 percent of the directors will be of the same gender; the report 
recommends extending the board from nine members to 13. 

Members of the women’s national team would welcome that change. 
They feel that a board so dominated by men has perpetuated a system of 
inequality within Hockey Canada and has failed to meet the needs of 
groups outside of the men’s national team. 

“When you have people who have been a part of the men’s game or the 
game of hockey their entire life, it’s just normal culture that they grew up 
being around … It’s just been instilled in them since they were young,” 
Fast said. “When they get old, maybe they’re in a board position and 
they’re great people, but they still have these misconceptions in their 
head of how things are run. So, I just think it’s important to have those 
fresh voices come in and provide insight on how we can be more positive 
and change the culture of hockey.” 

What the team would like to see is simple: More women and para 
athletes from the national program – whether current or former members 
– elected to the board. 

Women’s and para competitors are full-time Hockey Canada athletes. 
Men are not. That level of stakes – of commitment – should be better 
reflected. 

“We want a seat at the table,” said Canadian defender Erin Ambrose. 

Cassie Campbell-Pascall, Jennifer Botterill and Gillian Apps are some of 
the top-of-mind alumnae options, among what Fast called “countless” 
other qualified candidates. 

Hayley Wickenheiser comes to mind, too. She pulled no punches when 
asked about Hockey Canada’s leadership last week after being inducted 
into Canada’s Sports Hall of Fame. 

“I spent 23 years of my life around Hockey Canada,” she said. “And it’s 
beyond disappointing and disgraceful what I’ve seen.” 

Some players would also like current team members to be more involved 
in the decision-making process. Fast brought up having a team 
representative sit in on some meetings to provide insight “not only from 
an athlete perspective, but a female athlete’s perspective, a player who’s 
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in the program and wears that jersey on a regular basis, and wears it with 
pride.” 

The previous Hockey Canada board of directors had no current or former 
national team members. Athletes having meaningful representation in the 
governance structure is something Cromwell’s report states is “strongly 
encouraged” by the Canadian Olympic Committee. Hockey Canada’s 
bylaws do not have express requirements for athlete representation on 
the board. That, again, differs from comparable governing bodies. 

Canada Soccer, for example, requires that its board includes one former 
athlete, while Athletics Canada’s consists of at least three, according to 
the report. 

“It’s important that we have the opportunity to have a voice and to have 
our input be heard,” said Fast. “We would love for an opportunity for a 
current player to have that role.” 
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NHL99: A project ranking the greatest players in modern NHL history 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

14/10/2022 

 

Who is the greatest NHL player of all time? 

Easy, right? Wayne Gretzky. 

Who else but the player who, over the course of a 20-year NHL career, 
scored the most goals, assists and points in league history? At the time 
Gretzky retired, he held 61 NHL records and most still stand today. 

Gretzky’s place atop the charts hardly seems debatable, so we’re not 
going to debate it. Instead, it’s the other 99 spots that follow No. 99 we 
need to sort out. 

Welcome to NHL99, a project that aims to put a fresh spin on a familiar 
idea: Who are the top 100 players in post-1967 expansion NHL history? 
Let’s face it, there’ve been multiple previous attempts to name the best 
players of all time, so that’s our starting point and the primary tweak. 

We didn’t want to go over the same old ground again. Instead, we 
wanted to try something new, and the post-1967 NHL seemed like a 
good starting point. Why? Because that’s when the game, and the 
business of hockey, fundamentally changed. Instead of six teams, there 
were suddenly 12. Instead of a league dominated almost exclusively by 
Canadians, a trickle and eventually a flood of players arrived from every 
corner of the world. 

Today begins the countdown. We’re calling it NHL99 because there are 
99 spots up for debate on our Top 100 list and the number 99 resonates 
for hockey fans everywhere. 

So, spoiler alert, Wayne Gretzky is No. 1 on our list. One could argue 
Gretzky actually belongs in the Hall of Fame in two categories – as a 
player and as a builder. Arguably, no single individual did more to grow 
the NHL game, on and off the ice, than Gretzky. 

But it gets interesting, and controversial, after Gretzky. Nine writers from 
The Athletic were given votes in this project: Eric Duhatschek, Dom 
Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman, Ian Mendes, Scott Wheeler, Sean 
Gentille, Michael Russo, Sean McIndoe and James Mirtle. The voters 
each submitted a list of 100 players in the spring of 2022, before the start 
of the playoffs, and points were awarded based on position: 100 points 
for No. 1 on the list, one point for No. 100, and so on. Gretzky earned a 
perfect 900 points. At the end of the project, we’ll unveil everyone’s 

ballots and the point totals. If this sounds familiar it’s because The 
Athletic has done similar projects with the NBA, NFL and MLB. 

With our list of Top 100 set, the countdown begins now. But this is more 
than just a countdown. From now until February, we’ll unveil one player a 
day, six days a week, along with an in-depth feature hopefully full of 
stories, angles and anecdotes about these players you’ve never read 
before. More than 40 writers from across The Athletic newsroom 
contributed to this project. 

Now, a few important caveats about the process, beginning with an 
acknowledgment that any list discussing the greatest of all time is going 
to be subjective and can involve some recency bias. And again, our 
focus is strictly on the NHL from 1967 until now. 

That needs to be made very clear because you won’t find Gordie Howe 
on our list. Is it sacrilege to have a best-players-of-all-time list without Mr. 
Hockey? Maybe, but Howe only played 369 NHL games from 1967-68 
onward and spent six seasons in the WHA. So he’s out. You also won’t 
find Bobby Hull or Maurice Richard or Howie Morenz. 

Our thorniest and most complicated choices involved players who 
straddled the two ends of the spectrum. Some slipped through the cracks 
because their greatest impacts came prior to 1967. Some, who will 
eventually qualify, didn’t make the list because they are still in the early 
stages of their careers. 

Our threshold was 400 games completed at the end of the 2021-22 
regular season, which is the games-played criteria to qualify for an NHL 
pension. So Auston Matthews (407 career games) made it, barely. Cale 
Makar did not; he has only played 173 NHL regular-season games. It is a 
difficult line to draw, but you have to draw the line somewhere. 

The overall goal was simple: To tell 100 compelling stories about 100 
impactful NHL players and ultimately, perhaps, generate a conversation 
about who might have made the list and was overlooked. 

One caveat though: If you want to add your favorite player or dispute one 
of our selections, you’ll also need to subtract someone from the list. 

Which you’ll discover in time, as the list counts down, might be easier 
said than done. 

No. 97: Henrik Zetterberg 

No. 98: Guy Lapointe 

No. 99: Kris Letang 

No. 100: Marc-Andre Fleury 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers and Flames resume Battle of Alberta after dramatic 
2022 playoff series 

Why Kadri may prove to be a foil against unstoppable McDavid in BOA 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 14, 2022, 4:56 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Connor McDavid was riffing on that series-winning goal 
he scored in Calgary last season.  

“It was a fun to be a part of that series and obviously fun to win it,” he 
said. “Anytime there’s an overtime goal in the playoffs, especially a series 
clinching one, it’s always fun.”  

Then he paused.   



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 15, 2022 

 

“I shouldn’t say ‘It’s always fun.’ I've never really done it before,” he 
admitted. “But, yeah, it was definitely a goal I’ll never forget.”  

We’ve always said it, the Battle of Alberta gives us moments that we just 
don’t get anywhere else.  

From Wayne Gretzky’s all-time favourite goal, to goalie fights, to a 9-6 
playoff game last spring, to McDavid actually accomplishing something 
he has yet to accomplish. Somehow, Edmonton versus Calgary has 
become hockey’s gift that keeps on giving.  

The latest, that mental picture of a celebrating Oilers captain, cruising out 
of the Flames zone on one knee, leaving the scene of the crime in a 
silent Saddledome with both fists pumping like two six-shooters in an old 
Spaghetti Western.  

It was a moment, indeed, to put into the BOA archives. For us.  

For McDavid, on a personal level?  

“I think it’s a little bit more than that,” said McDavid, who has returned this 
season as a more thoughtful, engaged quote as he grows into his role as 
the face of our game. “You know, you always want to be the best player 
in the biggest games. In the biggest moments.  

“It was obviously a big moment, and to be able to score a goal like that, it 
meant a lot to me. You know, I’ve never really done anything like that. 
We’ve never been in many positions like that. So it was just exciting.  

“It was new and exciting.”  

It’s hard to know if any juice from that Round 2 series in late May is left to 
prime the first BOA of the 2022-23 season Saturday in Edmonton. In a 
ridiculous glitch in NHL scheduling, this visit — Game 2 of each team’s 
season, on Oct. 15 — marks Calgary’s only game in Edmonton the entire 
season, with two more tilts set for the Saddledome.  

The three-game series is complete on Dec. 27 — unless the teams can 
meet again when it counts.  

But forget about that for a moment, and savour the fact that the Flames 
visit Edmonton on Saturday with a chip on their shoulder that is recent, 
not historic. There are players on that roster who felt the sting of coming 
up short in one of “those moments” that McDavid referenced, and a 
goalie in Jacob Markstrom who was freshly fileted by the Oiler offence.  

“Saturday night,” began Zach Hyman, who was a royal pain in the 
Flames backsides with 2-8-10 in that five-game series. “Hockey Night in 
Canada. Calgary- Edmonton. Toronto-Montreal. You’re on national TV — 
it’s an elevated stage. And it’s fun. It’s a lot of fun.”  

He was talking about Saturday’s game, because NHL players really don’t 
like to speak rto playoff implications prior to a game ion October. It’s just 
not they’re wired.  

“But,” he admits, “it’s added another element to it, for sure. Going into a 
playoff series where we had two really good teams vying for a Western 
Conference Final, that elevated it. The first game? Nine-six? It was 
crazy.”  

After Saturday, the Oilers next two games are against Buffalo and 
Carolina. For Calgary, it’s Vegas and Buffalo.  

The chances of anything memorable occurring in those games, history 
tells us, pales next to the chances of what could happen when the 
Flames and Oilers meet.  

“Whenever you have two really good teams that close to each other,” 
said Hyman. “Two fan bases who probably have family members on both 
sides, or friends, there’s extra motivation to cheer as a fan. As a player 
you feed off that, whether you're at home on the road.”  

Gone is Matthew Tkachuk, and with him goes the turtle memes that are 
his legacy in this rivalry. Gone too is Zack Kassian, who was always 
good for a big hit — whether he was giving it or taking it.  

Burt the Battle lives on, even as the participants change themselves out.  

“It’s a different Battle of Alberta than it was in the ‘80s, right? It’s not quite 
as vicious, or violent,” ceded McDavid. “Still, there are lots of hits and 
scrums and chippiness… Just to see the fans kind of come together — 
on both sides really — it kind of brought people together. I thought that 
was just a great thing.”  

And he heard about it, all summer long. As, no doubt, did the Flames 
players.  

“The number of times you're around town, or even back home (in 
Ontario), people always mentioned that series. It caught the attention of a 
lot of people,” McDavid said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens dealt valuable lesson as rush-game stalls in 
loss to Red Wings 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 15, 2022, 12:00 AM 

 

DETROIT— The seeds of Montreal’s first loss of the season were sown a 
day before they even stepped on the ice at Little Caesar’s Arena, planted 
in the office new Detroit Red Wings coach Derek Lalonde now occupies. 

It was on Thursday morning that the two-time Stanley Cup-winning 
Lalonde — who took over from Jeff Blashill after assisting Jon Cooper for 
four years in Tampa Bay — divulged his plan on how exactly his team 
would have to play to beat the Canadiens. After watching video of 
Montreal’s 4-3 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs on Wednesday, and 
studying the analytics that covered the period from Martin St. Louis’ 
arrival behind the Canadiens bench to his arrival in Detroit for Friday’s 
game, Lalonde laid it out for the media. 

Respectfully, he framed it as how not to lose to the Canadiens. 

“Since Marty took over, they are a really good rush team,” the 50-year-
old said. “Statistically, a good rush team, they get offence off the rush, 
they produce off the rush, and if you’re going to give them the rush, it’s 
going to be a long night. And I think it’s a perfect challenge for us. Where 
we’re trying to improve some things in our game is going to be an exact 
result of giving ourselves a chance for success against Montreal. If we’re 
going to feed them easy off the rush, it’s going to be a long night. They 
have many players who are very comfortable off the rush to make plays.” 

The Red Wings didn’t let them.  

They managed the puck to near perfection in this 3-0, home-opening win, 
not allowing the Canadiens to get anywhere near goaltender Ville Husso 
through two periods. They gave up their first high-danger scoring chance 
6:30 into the third period and gave up only one more before Michael 
Rasmussen and Olli Maata scored empty-net goals and joined 6-foot-8 
rookie Elmer Soderblom on the scoresheet to seal the deal.  

But the Red Wings also applied pressure in all the right areas of the ice, 
while somehow never forcing the issue.  

There were times when the Red Wings were in an 0-5 trap, but they 
spent most of the night in a 1-1-3 formation — locking their own blue line 
and forcing the Canadiens to play a game they appeared disinclined to 
play. 

“We know how we have to play against them,” said former Canadien Ben 
Chiarot a day prior. “They’re the third-best team on the rush since Marty 
took over, so we just have to wait and shut it down.” 

Bingo. 
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Detroit served up a lesson. Less so with their 25-shot barrage in the first, 
and more so by choking the life out of the game in the second period — 
and especially after Soderblom scored 2:33 into the third period. 

“This is a game we’ll learn a little bit from,” said Martin St. Louis, “and 
we’ll be better for it.” 

The Canadiens will have to.  

They’re going to face many teams this season who will give them a much 
harder time than the Maple Leafs did on opening night; teams that will 
employ the same tactics the Red Wings did to beat them. 

Against teams who sit back and let the play come to them — unlike 
Toronto, which gave up 12 odd-man rushes and nine scoring chances 
from the high-danger zone at 5-on-5 — they’ll have to find a way to break 
through in other ways. 

“We tried to rush a lot of stuff and just ended up playing into their hands,” 
said Canadiens captain Nick Suzuki. “We talked about that in the second 
and third that, just when you had the puck, it just seemed like they 
weren’t coming towards us and we had time to make plays and come 
together. I think we just tried to rush it a little bit too much.” 

Never mind the surge the Canadiens allowed in the opening frame, when 
Allen was forced to be otherworldly while they were scrambling to keep 
the Red Wings at bay after Kaiden Guhle suffered an injury that left them 
down to five defencemen. They survived that pressure, despite leaving 
Allen to tie the franchise record he set himself last March for most saves 
in a period and not finding ways to “keep that puck going and beat two 
guys with one play,” as St. Louis put it.  

The biggest challenge the Canadiens had, was finding a way to break the 
trap and do a bit of what the Red Wings did while in possession of the 
puck.  

“They chipped a lot of pucks, they dumped a lot of pucks,” said St. Louis.  

The Red Wings didn’t try to pass through Montreal’s trap because they 
didn’t want to feed their transition game. They simplified things and took 
what was given to them. 

The Canadiens will learn to do the same. 

The easy break-in with the puck wasn’t available to them in this game. It 
won’t be there for them on a lot of nights, and they’ll have to work on 
ways to adjust to that. 

Considering how their early-season opponents have already identified 
their biggest strength and how one has already neutralized it, they have 
no choice. Others will test their patience — and their willingness to 
generate offence the hard way — which is something they have to know 
after how this game went for them in Detroit. 

“You’ve gotta play the game, you can’t just be like, ‘Okay, we’re going to 
play this way tonight,’” said St. Louis on Friday morning. “It’s not always 
going to be the way you think it’s going to be. Are you willing to put pucks 
in right spots so you can extend end-zone time now and spend some 
time in their zone? We can’t just be an off-the-rush team and think we’re 
going to be successful all year.” 

If it wasn’t clear to the Canadiens before, it sure will be after this 
frustrating night in Motor City. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' Andrei Kuzmenko shows no growing pains in 
first NHL game 

Canucks' Kuzmenko bangs home first career NHL goal off beautiful feed 
from Miller 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 14, 2022, 6:33 PM 

 

PHILADELPHIA – Even after eight years of professional hockey, Andrei 
Kuzmenko was subjected to a couple of rookie rituals in his first National 
Hockey League game. Neither went as planned, and yet both were 
encouraging. 

Before making his debut for the Vancouver Canucks on Wednesday, 
Kuzmenko took an obligatory solo lap before the pre-game warmup – or 
semi-solo lap because rookie Nils Aman also had a twirl – and the highly-
skilled Russian managed to overskate the puck while stickhandling at 
walking speed. 

He looked nervous, but didn’t play that way against the Edmonton Oilers. 
It took all the way until the 21st minute for the 26-year-old to score his 
first NHL goal, darting to the net on a power play to tap in a beautiful 
goalmouth pass from J.T. Miller. 

It is customary after a player scores their first career NHL goal for the 
puck to be collected, and the beaming recipient to be photographed with 
it after the game. Kuzmenko has the puck, but declined after Vancouver 
blew a three-goal lead and lost 5-3 to be photographed with it by the 
Canucks’ social-media team. 

Wasn’t he happy to score? 

“Yes, of course,” he told Sportsnet in a brief conversation here Friday. 
“But score goals, not win. . . I want score (but) we want win.” 

“That's the attitude you want everybody to think,” coach Bruce Boudreau 
said after the Canucks practised ahead of Saturday’s matinee game 
against the Philadelphia Flyers. “But I mean, he drove the net perfectly 
there. It was a perfect pass, but the way he went to the net is what goal-
scorers do.” 

Kuzmenko is on pace for 82 goals this season, which would break 
Teemu Selanne’s unfathomable record of 76 goals by an NHL rookie, 
which the Finnish Flash set in 1993, three years before Kuzmenko was 
born. The Canuck has just 81 games remaining. 

“He's picking up stuff,” Boudreau said of the winger who chose 
Vancouver over at least 20 other teams as a summer free agent out of 
the Kontinental Hockey League. “It's not going to happen overnight. The 
great goal scorers from any league or any country, they have their own 
tendencies, you know, of doing stuff that you can't get away with in North 
America unless your name is (Alex) Ovechkin or something like that. 

“But the other thing he has that not everybody can do is he has that nose 
for the net. Goal scorers are not a dime a dozen anymore; they're hard to 
find. We want him to play the right way all the time, but we know there's 
going to be growing pains involved in that.” 

There didn’t appear to be much pain to Kuzmenko’s growth in Game 1. 

He scored on the power play, where he has the potential to be a 
formidable offensive presence down low on the man advantage. But the 
Canucks also outshot the Oilers 10-2 at five-on-five when Kuzmenko was 
on the ice, and he led the team with an expected-goals-for of 89.7 per 
cent and four shots. 

Right next to him, statistically, was centre Elias Pettersson, who has 
been right next to Kuzmenko on the ice since training camp opened four 
weeks ago. 

“I didn’t know much about him, but some of the guys I train with in the 
summer (in Sweden) knew him from the KHL and they said he was really 
skilled,” Pettersson said Friday. “I looked up his highlight videos and liked 
what I saw. 

“From our first practice, you could just tell he’s very skillful and creative. 
He's quick in small areas. But he was the second leading scorer in the 
KHL; I knew he must be pretty good.” 
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Pettersson led the Swedish Hockey League in scoring in 2017-18 and 
was able to immediately translate his skills to the NHL, winning the 
Calder Trophy in 2019. And he, too, scored in his Canuck debut. 

Kuzmenko, alas, is ineligible for the Calder Trophy because of the under-
26 age criterion introduced by the NHL after Sergei Makarov, one of the 
greatest players of his generation, was voted the award in 1990 shortly 
before his 32nd birthday. 

“Everything is confidence and just trusting your instincts,” Pettersson said 
of transitioning to the NHL from Europe. “Don’t think too much, just play 
your game. You can tell (Andrei) believes in himself.” 

There appears to be natural on-ice chemistry between Kuzmenko and 
Pettersson. Boudreau’s intended third member of the line, Ilya Mikheyev, 
hasn’t played since sustaining an undisclosed injury in the team’s pre-
season opener on Sept. 25. 

Mikheyev is on Vancouver’s five-game trip and fully practised again 
Friday. But he is not yet cleared to play and Nils Hoglander is expected 
to fill in for him again on Saturday. 

“Petey loves to be able to give the puck to a guy that he knows can put it 
in the net,” Boudreau explained. “And Petey can get you the puck. I think 
it'll be even better when Mikheyev is on that line because Mikheyev can 
translate so much better than Petey can in explaining what we're trying to 
do and what Petey wants to do.” 

No one was translating for Kuzmenko Friday in the visitors’ dressing 
room when he politely declined a more complete interview in English, 
explaining he’d like a few more weeks to practice his new language. 

Teammate Vasily Podkolzin, who survived a challenging rookie season 
last year after moving to Vancouver from Russia as a 19-year-old, 
believes Kuzmenko’s transition to the “faster, stronger” NHL game will be 
smooth. 

“You need a strong mentality, (to be) strong physically,” Podkolzin said. 
“If you’re not nervous -- like Kuzy, never nervous guy – you feel good and 
it’s easier to play.” 

Podkolzin and Kuzmenko have been friends since 2018 when they met 
within the SKA St. Petersburg system. Podkolzin was a 17-year-old just 
starting to push for a KHL lineup spot when Kuzmenko, then 22, was 
traded to the team by CSKA Moscow. Kuzmenko was born in Yakutsk in 
Eastern Siberia. 

“He was a great young player with great shot,” Podkolzin said. “Honestly, 
nothing changes. Nothing changes. Maybe he is two more kilos (in 
weight), but nothing changes. He's a great guy and also a great hockey 
player.” 

Podkolzin said he was more excited than Kuzmenko when his friend 
scored on Wednesday. 

“I was so happy for him because I know it's a long way (from Russia to 
the NHL),” he explained. “It's a long way for him, for his family, his friends 
as well. Yeah, I was just so happy for him. But I don't like his reaction: he 
just smiles, like, ‘OK, that's another one.’ I think: ‘Man, it's the first one! 
It's like a celebration.' But he's older, not too emotional. I hope he will 
score more goals.” 

That feels like a sure bet. 
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TSN.CA / Flames insist they’ve turned the page on playoff loss ahead of 
Battle of Alberta 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Most of the hockey world is salivating at this season’s first Battle of 
Alberta, set for Saturday night in Edmonton. 

The storylines are aplenty: Edmonton and Calgary will meet for the first 
time since the Oilers eliminated the Flames in five games in the second 
round of the 2022 playoffs; Nazem Kadri gets his introduction to the most 
intense rivalry in the sport; and two squads with legitimate Stanley Cup 
aspirations get an early measuring-stick game. 

Then there is Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom, whose struggles against 
the Oilers have been well-documented. Since signing with the Flames in 
2020, his 0.884 save percentage versus Edmonton is his fourth-worst of 
any opponent. After outduelling Jake Oettinger of the Dallas Stars to the 
tune of a 0.943 save percentage and 1.53 goals-against average, 
Markstrom fell apart versus Connor McDavid and company, allowing over 
five goals a game and stopping just 85 per cent of the shots he faced. 

Markstrom said he spent part of the off-season reflecting on the early 
exit. 

“Obviously a sour taste,” he said on Tuesday. “The Edmonton series 
wasn’t good…you’ve gotta forget about it and move on. It was tough the 
first few weeks, but then you go home to Sweden and you start hanging 
out with your family and friends and preparing and setting up a plan for 
this upcoming season. You don’t want that to happen again but it’s a long 
road there.” 

Three days later and after an opening-night win over the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche, where he stopped 22 of 25 
shots, Calgary’s starting goalie said he’s focused on the present. 

“Game two of a new season,” the 32-year-old said, of his approach to 
Saturday night. “They got some good players on that team and so do we. 
It’s going to be a fun game tomorrow. I think everybody is excited to get 
our first road game under our belt.” 

For Edmonton, goalie Jack Campbell makes his debut in the Alberta 
rivalry after spending the last two-plus seasons with the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

The 25-year-old McDavid anticipates an exciting tilt against the Flames 
whose playoff hopes he ended in overtime in Game 5. 

“I expect an intense game,” said McDavid, who notched a hat trick and 
an assist – to reach 700 career points – after the Oilers rallied from a 3-0 
deficit to beat the Vancouver Canucks 5-3 in their season opener 
Wednesday at Rogers Place. 

“This building gets exciting. It’s fun to play in these games. We always 
seem to play them on the first Saturday of every year.” 

Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft spoke about Calgary’s changes (losing 
Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk while adding Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Kadri, MacKenzie Weegar and Kevin Rooney) and how that 
might alter on-ice matchups. The teams split their regular season games 
in 2021-22, winning two each, including an entertaining 9-5 Edmonton 
loss on March 26.  

“We’re a different team, too,” Woodcroft said. 

“We’ve added some pieces that we feel are important for our success. I 
think that plays itself out and I don’t think it’s static. It might start one way 
and then you learn and make adjustments as you go on. Obviously they 
had a good game yesterday, taking advantage of Colorado, who played 
the night before and came in late.” 

Veteran Flames winger Milan Lucic spoke about the balance of not 
entirely forgetting the disappointment of losing in the playoffs, but turning 
the page mentally and emotionally. 

“It’s a fine line of not letting the emotions of last year get the better of you 
and turning the page and moving on to a new year, new season, new 
rivalry, new faces in the rivalry now,” he said. “It is a Battle of Alberta 
game, rivalry game…both teams are expected to do well this season, so 
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I think that just adds to the rivalry. It should make for a really good 
Saturday night game.” 

Markstrom is expected to start, and Calgary should ice the same lineup 
that beat Colorado. Flames’ newcomers (Huberdeau, Kadri, Weegar and 
Rooney) combined for four points in that victory, including two assists by 
Ottawa native Weegar. 

Despite Thursday’s victory over the Avalanche, his 700th as an NHL 
coach, Calgary’s Darryl Sutter saw plenty of room for improvement in 
2022-23. 

“We’ve got lots of work to do five-on-five,” he said. “It’s important to not 
take bad penalties and we took two or three…eventually, one costs you.” 
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