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Mailbag #38: Hanna Yates 

Your questions, answered by Bally Sports South's new Host 
& Reporter 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Fresh off of her debut as a member of the 
team's official broadcast, Hanna Yates sat down with us to 
answer some of your questions. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clairty.) 

Welcome to North Carolina! Have you had Carolina BBQ 
yet? - @Tom_Hannigan237 

I have not had Carolina BBQ yet. I've heard a lot of good 
things and I've had a lot of recommendations, but I have not 
had it yet. 

I'm open to more recommendations; I am going to try it. 

Any history with North Carolina? Have you been here before 
outside of work? - @tweetsofcat 

Yes! One time and it's actually a really funny story. 

So about six years ago, when I first graduated from college, I 
was visiting a family friend with my dad who had a 
connection. He was a part of the board here at PNC Arena 
and he knew that I wanted to get into hockey.  

So he said, "Why don't we just reach out to the Canes 
organization and see if someone would be willing to speak 
with you and give you some insight on steps to take just to 
get your foot into the hockey world?" And so of course I was 
like, "Yeah, if someone's willing to do that I would love it." 

Don Waddell volunteered to do it.  

He gave me a tour of the arena, then we sat in the stands on 
our own after practice. He just kind of talked to me about like, 
my goals and dreams in the broadcast industry and then 
gave me some insight on hey, you know, here's the type of 
people you could talk to to break in, here's what you can do 
to build a reel, different things that we look for when we're 
hiring and stuff. 

Fast-forward six years and now here we are. It's all very 
surreal. 

I wasn't trying to get any specific job at the time, there wasn't 
an opening, but I just wanted to pick as many brains as I 
could and see if someone was willing to talk to me. He was 
super friendly and helped me a lot. 

What are you most looking forward to about this new 
adventure? - @T_Mann30 

I'm super excited and I'm just happy to be here. Everyone's 
been super welcoming. I'm thrilled to join this group plus the 
team. 

They're going to make a competitive run towards the Stanley 
Cup. So it's just a great year to be here overall. 

Outside of that, I'm looking forward to personal growth and 
professional growth. Having new teammates and covering a 
team that's had so much success in recent years, and that's 
going to be successful again this year. 

There's a lot of new faces even on the ice. So it's been 
helpful coming in with so many others. 

Favorite dessert? - @DugginsBetsey 

Ice cream. 

I'm not supposed to have a ton of dairy because of my 
stomach issues, but sometimes we just roll with the 
consequences. 

If I had to be specific, a cookie dough milkshake. 

Favorite Shania Twain song? - @jaredellis_96 

"Any Man of Mine" and "Man! I Feel Like A Woman!" 

Do you have any pets? - @raleighcaniac 

No.  

I have a family dog and a family cat from growing up though. 
They still live with my parents. They're older, like 17, so 
they're a part of my childhood. 

Bella is our beagle that we adopted from a stray rescue and 
Leah is our cat that we have. 

What is your favorite sport to watch outside of hockey? - 
@EricBerte 

College football. I love SEC football. Big Mizzou Tigers fan. 

Every year growing up my dad and I would go to Mizzou 
games together as like a family thing. Then I went to Mizzou 
and we literally went to every game. He would come in town 
and then every year as our father-daughter bonding activity I 
got to pick one Mizzou road game and we would travel to it 
together. So, yeah, I love college football. 

What's one thing we should know about Mizzou that we 
probably don't and what's one thing that you've shared with 
your family and friends about the Triangle already? - 
@dstafford 

Eliah Drinkwitz, who is the head coach at Mizzou, spent a 
part of his career prior to there at NC State. He actually gave 
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me pointers on places to eat and things to do before I came 
here and said this was his favorite place to live. 

He loved all the people here so much. 

As far as here, I'd say that the people are really welcoming. 
Everyone who lives here has been so nice and it's been 

really easy to fit in, make friends quickly. Both through work 
and then other personal things, like church. 

And then also just how beautiful it is here. I flew in and I've 
never seen so many trees in my entire life. It's so green. It's 
so unique and there's so much to do outside.

 

 

Seattle and Carolina meet in out-of-conference matchup 

Carolina Hurricanes (2-0-0, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Seattle Kraken (1-0-1, third in the Pacific 
Division) 

Seattle; Monday, 10 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Seattle Kraken and the Carolina 
Hurricanes will play in a non-conference matchup. 

Seattle had a 27-49-6 record overall and a 16-22-3 record at 
home last season. The Kraken averaged 2.7 power-play 
chances per game last season, and converted on 14.5% (32 
total power-play goals). 

Carolina had a 54-20-8 record overall and a 25-18-4 record 
on the road last season. The Hurricanes scored 277 total 
goals last season (3.4 per game on 34.1 shots per game). 

INJURIES: Kraken: Chris Driedger: out (knee), Joonas 
Donskoi: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), Ondrej Kase: out 
(concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Cavan 
Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).
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About Last Night: Hurricanes Outlast Sharks on the West Coast 

After a slow start, the Hurricanes put together two strong 
periods and just managed to escape the shark tank with a 2-
1 win. 

By Brett Finger  

The state fair is in town, so the Carolina Hurricanes are out 
of town. 

Last night, the Hurricanes kicked off game one of five on 
their tour of the Pacific Division against a San Jose Sharks 
club that dropped both of their games with the Nashville 
Predators last week in the NHL’s Global Series in Prague. 

It took a while for Rod Brind’Amour’s group to get to their 
game, but two dominant periods and goals from Martin 
Necas and Sebastian Aho were enough to spoil the Shark’s 
home opener and make Brent Burns’ homecoming a 
success. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

An Uninspired Opening 20 

For whatever reason, the first period on Friday night looked 
like it was played by a rebuilding team that last played six 
days ago roughly 6,000 miles away, and a team that had to 
start a cross-country road trip in the opening week of their 
season. 

27 seconds after the opening puck drop, the Hurricanes 
found themselves shorthanded, setting the tone for a sloppy 
start for the team at 5-on-5. 

Carolina had a strong response after the successful early kill, 
leading to a handful of scoring chances for the top-six, but 
they were kept at bay by former Hurricane James Reimer. 
After that push, they struggled to get much of anything going 
in the first period, lacking execution at even strength and 
flailing during a power play opportunity of their own in the 
second half of the frame. 

Antti Raanta was fighting it early on. He struggled to control 
rebounds and locate pucks in his first start of the new 
campaign, benefitting from a few botched Sharks scoring 
chances before allowing the first game’s first goal with just 
over two minutes left in the period. 

A seemingly low-danger shot from Evgeny Svechnikov 
outside of the left circle avoided the stick of a defending 
Calvin de Haan and snuck into the net for a short-side tally 
on Raanta. 

Fortunately, they quickly found their game after exchanging 
power plays with the Sharks early in the second period. After 
scratching across 11 5-on-5 shot attempts in the first period, 
the Hurricanes pelted Reimer and the Sharks to the tune of 

21 in the second and 23 in the third while dominating 
possession and often outclassing their opponent. 

A New Necas 

After showing out with a three-point opening night effort 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets, Martin Necas was one 
of the few Hurricanes who were flying in the early stages of 
game two. 

The 2021-22 season was a concerning step in the wrong 
direction for Necas, whose breakout age-21 season in ‘20-21 
came with a new set of higher expectations for the 2017 first-
round pick. 

There hasn’t been an ounce of indifference in Necas’ game 
so far this season. He flirted with the back of the net multiple 
times on Friday, including a near miss on a wrap-around 
attempt, before finally breaking through and getting the 
Hurricanes on the board late in the second period. 

A neutral zone steal and a great feed from Andrei 
Svechnikov set the table for Necas’ slick finish through 
Reimer's legs to tie the game 22 seconds before the second 
intermission. That was far from the end of Necas’ 
contributions, though. 

Again, the 23-year-old forward was absolutely flying all over 
the ice. He was going hard into corners and fearlessly driving 
the front of the net, even catching a puck to the side of the 
face around the halfway point of the second period as a 
direct result of him being in the middle of the ice. 

He was relied on to take some faceoffs on the right side, as 
well, and while he was a modest three-for-seven in the dot, it 
also contributed to him being in the middle of the action. 

The entire second line has held impressive form through two 
games. Svechnikov secured some quality scoring chances in 
addition to his great play to set up Necas, and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi led all Carolina forwards in on-ice expected 
goals-for while winning 64% of his faceoffs. 

This version of Necas is one that can be a hugely impactful 
force in the top six. He’s been engaged in all three zones, 
using his skating ability to put himself in the middle of the 
action. There’s a palpable energy that he is playing with, and 
it spreads to his linemates. 

“He’s been great,” Brind’Amour said of Necas after the 
game. “Now he’s just gotta keep doing it.” 

A Very Finnish Finish 

Despite controlling the game for much of the final two 
periods, the Hurricanes were in danger of seeing their late 
night go even later as the final minutes of regulation time 
ticked away in a tie game. 
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A pair of team cornerstones connected to finally give the 
Canes their first lead of the night with 1:58 left in the third 
period. 

After a centering pass from Teuvo Teravainen just missed 
the stick of Sebastian Aho in front, Brett Pesce retrieved the 
puck, stepped in, and wired a pass to Aho as he pushed off 
of Erik Karlsson for a skate-redirection goal. 

Aho’s first goal of the year came at an opportune time, and 
all the Hurricanes had to do was keep a sound-asleep 
offense off the scoresheet for 118 seconds. 

The Sharks very nearly pulled a rabbit out of their hat in the 
game’s dying seconds. Tomas Hertl, who had a quiet night, 
had two late chances, the latter a chance at the goalline 
against a sprawled-out Raanta. 

Raanta managed to stretch out and rob Hertl with a glove 
save with less than two seconds on the clock to secure a 2-1 
road win to kick off the five-game road trip. 

Game one out West was a grind, but this team should be 
capable of winning any kind of game, be it a barnburner or a 
slog. They got the job done on Friday to improve to 2-0-0.

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-38-hanna-yates/c-336330108 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-max-pacioretty-hockey-aefcd824ac044405823ad920f2188f2f 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/15/23405605/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-outlast-san-jose-sharks-on-west-coast-necas-aho-nhl-

raanta 
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Bad night in the faceoff circle for Kraken for home opener 

 

Oct. 15, 2022 at 10:45 pm Updated Oct. 15, 2022 at 10:45 pm3-4 
minutes 10/15/2022 

By Kate Shefte 

 

The Seattle Kraken weren’t smart with the puck in their 2022-23 home 
opener Saturday night against the Vegas Golden Knights. Getting control 
of it to begin with was another serious problem. 

The Kraken struggled in the faceoff dot from the opening second and 
never corrected the trend in the 5-2 defeat. 

“We lost the first nine in a row, and I think we wound up at about 35%,” 
Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said. “That’s a big piece, when you start 
without the puck that often.” 

He was right. The percentage breakdown hovered around 70-30% for 
more than half the game and the Kraken landed at 35%. 

The first faceoff loss was the most destructive. Yanni Gourde lost the 
opening draw to Nicolas Roy, then bobbled the puck to William Carrier 
along the boards. Carrier tapped it to Keegan Kolesar and the Kraken 
were down 1-0 just 12 seconds into the game. 

“First shift, I’ve got to do a better job. Lose that puck and it’s in the back 
of our net,” Gourde, who won four of his 12 (33%) draws Saturday, said. 
“Kind of killed our legs there a little bit. I’m supposed to be on the ice to 
bring energy to this team and make the right play. This can’t happen in 
the first shift.” 

Roy (67%), Chandler Stephenson (69%) and William Karlsson (71%) had 
particularly good nights in the circle for Vegas. The only Kraken players 
above 40% efficiency were wingers Brandon Tanev and Jared McCann, 
who took a combined four draws. Matty Beniers’ numbers improved 
during the third period before dipping again to 38%. 

“You’ve got to start with the puck as much as you can and tonight, we 
weren’t able to do that,” Gourde said. “Personally, got to be better than 
that.” 

There was another quick conversion in the second period, when 
Stephenson won a draw against Morgan Geekie (35%) to open a power 
play. The Golden Knights scored to make it 3-0 seven seconds later. 

The Kraken haven’t had the edge in the circle in any of their three 
games, though the margin was narrower during the California road trip. 
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They won 43% of their draws against the Anaheim Ducks in the season 
opener and 42% the next night against the Los Angeles Kings. 

Players take rapid-fire draws against each other during lulls in practice at 
Kraken Community Iceplex. More will almost certainly be on the horizon 
Sunday, when the Kraken will work on resolving several issues ahead of 
a Monday matchup with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“Guys know what we did,” Hakstol said. “We’ll take a look at some of it, 
and we’ll address it.” 
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Kraken’s home opener doesn’t go to plan with loss to Golden Knights 

 

Oct. 15, 2022 at 9:57 pm Updated Oct. 16, 2022 at 12:40 am5-6 minutes 
10/15/2022 

By Geoff Baker 

 

Among numerous changes to the game-day presentation at Climate 
Pledge Arena before Saturday night’s Kraken home opener was a team 
pledge that fans attending would be treated to a fresh array of prize 
giveaways. 

Unfortunately, the Kraken players took that commitment a little too 
literally just 12 seconds in when Yanni Gourde coughed up the puck and 
onetime Seattle Thunderbirds junior prospect Keegan Kolesar buried it 
soon after behind goaltender Martin Jones. 

Three minutes later, a missed clearance on a penalty kill led to another 
odd-man rush and goal that put the Kraken on their heels the remainder 
of a 5-2 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights. 

“It’s just a lack of being ready I think,” Kraken forward Jordan Eberle said. 
“And then, obviously you’re trying to push back and then … we gave 
them opportunities and they came back the other way. 

“It’s opening night for us, and it’s extremely frustrating when pucks are 
going in everywhere and then we’re really not helping our goalie out with 
odd-man rushes. So we’ll go to the drawing board, and we’ll correct 
some things.” 

Having scored four goals in each of their first two contests to take three 
of four road points against Anaheim and Los Angeles, the Kraken (1-1-1) 
struggled to generate quality chances in this one. 

“The first thing that comes to mind for me is we had [offensive]-zone 
possession and then were maybe getting too cute and fancy,” Eberle 
said. “And then, obviously, we turned the puck over and they have 
chances on breakaways and 2-on-1s and 3-on-1s. … You can’t give that 
stuff up and expect to win hockey games regardless of where you are 
with the score.” 

The Kraken finally broke through with about six minutes to play in the 
game when defenseman Justin Schultz took a pass on the fly and beat 
goalie Adin Hill with a close-range snapper at a time his team trailed by 
five.  

Jaden Schwartz added another late marker on a power-play traffic jam in 
the final minutes in his 600th NHL game, but it was far too late for any 
comebacks. 

“It wasn’t ideal, obviously,” Schultz said of the game’s tough start. “It was 
kind of some tough luck there. But I think we just gave them too many 
Grade A looks tonight. Too many 2-on-1s. The boys are working hard; it’s 
just you can’t give a team like that those kinds of chances.” 

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol had said during Saturday’s morning skate 
his team would try to harness energy from the opening-night crowd. But 
he added they couldn’t get distracted by the extra activity surrounding the 
game.  

Unfortunately for the Kraken, that focus went awry the early minutes and 
sucked much of the energy out of the announced sellout crowd of 
17,191, which not surprisingly contained plenty of empty seats given the 
marathon Mariners baseball playoff game taking place across town. Even 
those actually in their seats seemed somewhat preoccupied by the 
scoreless deadlock at T-Mobile Park still taking place as the puck 
dropped on another Kraken home season.  

They’d barely had time to get comfortable in those seats before Gourde 
lost the puck along the right side boards in his own zone to William 
Carrier, who broke in 2-on-0 before sliding a pass to Kolesar for the easy 
goal.  

The early marker by Kolesar, a member of the 2017 WHL champion 
Thunderbirds, was the second-quickest allowed by the Kraken in their 
short history. They’d yielded a goal by Tyler Motte of the Vancouver 
Canucks only 11 seconds into a road game Feb. 21.  

“Obviously, first shift, I’ve got to do a better job,” Gourde said. “I lose that 
puck and it’s in the back of the net, so I kind of threw a bit of a knife in 
there. I’m supposed to be on the ice to bring energy to the team and 
make the right play. So that can’t happen on the first shift.” 

A somewhat surprising starter insertion in place of No. 1 goalie Philipp 
Grubauer, backup netminder Jones — who’d looked solid in beating the 
Los Angeles Kings two nights earlier — did what he could to keep the 
Kraken in it, stopping Chandler Stephenson on a second-period penalty 
shot. But Reilly Smith launched a three-goal onslaught late in the frame 
to erase any doubt. 

Smith’s goal came just seven seconds after the start of a Vegas power 
play when a pass attempt deflected off some skates and found him in the 
right circle, where he wristed the puck over the glove of Jones. Then, just 
three minutes later, Jonathan Marchessault scored his second of the 
game on a bad-angled shot that somehow sneaked past Jones on the 
short side.  

Things went from bad to worse with just 16.5 seconds to play in the 
period when Shea Theodore became the second former Thunderbirds 
junior player to score, redirecting a harmless looking Phil Kessel shot 
from a significant distance. 

The three goals in just 5:48 ended any lingering suspense. 

“We weren’t sharp with the puck right from the start of the hockey game,” 
Hakstol said. “We were stuck in quicksand for the first 10 minutes of this 
game and couldn’t get our feet going. From there, once we steadied our 
game a little bit, we just couldn’t execute with the puck. 

“Looking at the number of opportunities we gave them in transition … 
they killed us on transition, especially in the second period.” 
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Backup Martin Jones gets start in net for Kraken’s home opener 

 

Oct. 15, 2022 at 8:30 pm Updated Oct. 15, 2022 at 10:06 pm3-4 minutes 
10/15/2022 

Kate Shefte 
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Two games into the season, free-agent acquisition Martin Jones already 
has influenced the Kraken’s goaltending rotation. Jones, who made 26 
saves in a 4-1 win over the L.A. Kings on Thursday, earned his second 
consecutive start in their home opener Saturday night at Climate Pledge 
Arena. 

“One of the pieces is Jonesy’s coming off a real solid, solid performance,” 
Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said before the game. “He earned the 
opportunity to be back in tonight.” 

No. 1 goaltender Philipp Grubauer allowed five goals through overtime in 
a loss to the Anaheim Ducks on Wednesday. The Kraken led 3-1 and 4-
2. Anaheim’s Frank Vatrano’s screened, high shot from the high slot 
made it over Grubauer, then Trevor Zegras’ one-timed power play bid 
found the back of the net while Grubauer slid across the crease, forcing 
overtime. 

On Thursday, the Kings’ Alex Iafallo took advantage of an odd bounce 
three seconds into a first-period power play, but Jones stopped 
everything else he saw. 

Grubauer relieved Jones for the third period Saturday after Jones 
allowed five goals as well. 

Hakstol alluded to his team’s busy October schedule. The Kraken play 
every other day the next two weeks, and the goalies will share 
responsibilities. 

Still scratched 

Shane Wright, the fourth overall pick in the 2022 NHL draft, was 
scratched from the Kraken lineup for a second consecutive game. 

“It’s the NHL level, so there is competition,” Hakstol said, adding a plan 
for Wright’s development has been discussed. 

Daniel Sprong took part in the pregame skate Saturday but was also 
scratched. Sprong, a native of the Netherlands, had his immigration 
paperwork as a non-U.S. citizen working in the country held up. He was 
in Kraken training camp on a professional tryout and signed a one-year 
deal. 

Defenseman Cale Fleury hasn’t yet cracked the lineup. 

All three healthy scratches acknowledged the crowd from the bench 
before dressed player introductions Saturday. Forward Joonas Donskoi 
(upper-body injury) and Chris Driedger (ACL surgery), both of whom are 
on injured reserve, were with them. 

Milestone game 

Jaden Schwartz took advantage of a “maintenance” morning Saturday, 
Hakstol said. The forward didn’t take to the ice at Kraken Community 
Iceplex with his teammates. 

But Schwartz was on a line centered by Alex Wennberg, opposite Oliver 
Bjorkstrand, for his 600th NHL game against Vegas. Schwartz, 30, is the 
18th member of his 2010 draft class to hit that mark. 

Schwartz has 164 goals — including Saturday’s second goal in a 5-2 loss 
and another Thursday in Los Angeles — and 247 assists. Twenty-one 
goals were game-winners. 

Signs of progress 

The Kraken’s power play scored four times on 11 power-play attempts 
(36.4%) during their California road swing to start the regular season. 
The unit was tied for fourth-worst in the NHL in 2021-22. 

“I think we’re shooting a lot more than maybe we were last year,” 
defenseman Vince Dunn, who set up one of Wednesday’s power-play 
goals, said. 

“Just being simple, direct.” 
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Duhatschek: Nazem Kadri Flames observations, the Kraken’s 
improvements, the Kings’ struggle 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

14-18 minutes 10/14/2022 

 

Let’s start with the past before dipping into the present with Nazem Kadri, 
because the past — in the form of the visiting Colorado Avalanche — 
was on hand Thursday night as he made his debut for the Calgary 
Flames, his new NHL team. 

A day earlier, the Avalanche had raised the banner, honoring their 2022 
Stanley Cup championship win, where Kadri was a critical, contributing 
piece. 

As luck would have it, Jack Johnson, the ex-Av defenceman, was on 
hand, with the Chicago Blackhawks, so he could witness the ceremony in 
person. Kadri had to watch from afar. But after the Avs dispatched the 
Blackhawks, they flew to Calgary, checked into their hotel just before 4 
a.m., and were back on the ice later that night against the Flames. 

Kadri, wearing No. 91, was the final player introduced in the traditional 
first game of the season ceremonies. Kadri put in 17:43 of work, assisted 
on the eventual game winner in a 5-3 Calgary victory and afterwards was 
presented with his Stanley Cup ring by former teammates Nathan 
MacKinnon, Cale Makar and Mikko Rantanen. 

It’s an enormous knuckle duster, which included 660 diamonds, and 
came in a storage case that looked designed and destined for a safety 
deposit someday. Kadri was wearing it — and a big smile — when he 
met with the press after the game. And there was a lot to sift through 
here. 

Oddsmakers have Calgary and Colorado as two of the heavier betting 
favorites to meet in the Western Conference finals. If such a thing were 
to ever take place — and it wouldn’t happen until late May of 2023 — that 
would be a match made in hockey heaven, based on what we saw 
Thursday. To get these two powerhouses playing against each other so 
early in the season was a serendipitous bit of luck, because the 2022-23 
NHL schedule had long been unveiled before Kadri signed a seven-year, 
$49 million contract to join the Flames in mid-August. 

Kadri had lingered on the free-agent market for most of the summer, 
priced out of Colorado by the constraints of the salary cap. Eventually, he 
landed in Calgary, as the latest piece of a massively rejigged Flames’ 
offseason puzzle. 

There’s a temptation to examine the current state of the Flames and say 
they turned the page this offseason, following the departures of three 
long-term members of the team’s core (Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew 
Tkachuk and Sean Monahan) — all after they lost a fourth franchise 
mainstay, Mark Giordano, to the Seattle Kraken in the 2021 NHL 
expansion draft. 

All four began their careers in Calgary, collectively accumulated 2,638 
games in their respective organizational tenures, and represented the 
nucleus of a team that produced more than a few decent regular seasons 
followed by more than a few underwhelming playoffs. 

But let’s state this clearly. When you move on from a quartet that had 
such an impact, all in a 13-month span, that’s not simply turning a page. 

That’s shredding the whole book. 
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Nor was this a planned makeover, or general manager Brad Treliving 
simply responding to the wishes of an aggrieved group of fans, who 
thought the Flames would never win in the playoffs with that core. 

This was Treliving managing by the seat of his pants. Clever managing. 
Desperate managing. But in a summer that began with an organization 
that looked to be going completely off the rails, the Flames started the 
regular season, with a level of optimism that would have been hard to 
imagine on the opening day of free agency when Gaudreau notified the 
team he was leaving. A few days later, Tkachuk also communicated his 
desire not to remain with the Flames beyond the final year of his contract. 
So for Treliving to turn around and fill in the resulting gaps with Kadri, 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Mackenzie Weegar has turned them into an 
interesting work-in-progress. 

Opening night, against a Colorado team that looked emotionally wilted for 
the first half of the game, showed promise. 

Unsurprisingly, the Avs didn’t have their legs early after a difficult travel 
experience. Calgary raced off to a 5-1 lead, and it could have gotten ugly, 
except that MacKinnon, Makar and Co. found a burst of energy down the 
stretch and made it interesting. 

Colorado pushed back hard. It was a credit to coach Jared Bednar that 
he didn’t wave the white flag of surrender and sit his key players. Instead, 
he pushed them out, shift after shift, so that Makar finished with over 26 
minutes played, MacKinnon over 21 and Val Nichkuskin with an eye-
popping total of 23:51 for a forward. This was high drama, down the 
stretch, for an early season game, that wasn’t really decided until the Avs 
took an offensive-zone penalty with 20 seconds to go. 

Now, reading too much into anything that happens in the first week of the 
season can be perilous — because the teams that bumbled out of the 
gate have time to tweak and teach between now and April. 

In my experience, the one exception to that general rule of thumb is there 
is great value for any offseason addition to get off on the right foot. 

You want to get that first point and first win, out of the way quickly, to 
ease some of the pressure of expectation that can build on expensive, 
highly visible newcomers. And so, for Kadri and his two fellow 
newcomers, Huberdeau and Weegar, it was mission accomplished. Kadri 
and Huberdeau had an assist apiece. Weegar contributed two. Flames’ 
defenseman Rasmus Andersson summed it neatly: You get on the 
scoresheet early and then you “don’t have to think about it anymore.” 

It was reasonable to wonder what the Flames might look like in the 
opener. They’d had this bizarre stretch — of 12 consecutive losses in 
home-opening games — so history wasn’t on their side. 

Moroever, they’d had an uneven exhibition season and looked decidedly 
unsettled. But once the puck dropped for real, coach Darryl Sutter had 
them playing the system pretty well. The structure was OK. They got a 
goal from the fourth line early and the best line overall was Kadri’s. 

Sutter officially recorded his 700th career win as an NHL coach, which 
moved him into a tie for 10th place overall with Mike Babcock. Sutter 
tends to speak plainly about all manner of things, and it was clear the 
one thing he wanted to see happen in training camp — finding a winger 
to complement Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane on the second line — 
didn’t happen via the PTO route, with Sonny Milano failing to impress. 
They’ll be examining available options throughout the season, but the 
urgency will lessen if the first Plan B, Dillon Dube, plays as well on the 
line as he did in the opener. 

As for Kadri, this was an impressive debut. It could have been a nervous 
night. Instead, he was playing his usual abrasive style, bumping up 
against his former teammates, matching up against MacKinnon in the 
faceoff circle, looking just like the sort of player the Flames tried — 
unsuccessfully — acquiring from the Toronto Maple Leafs years earlier. 
(That story’s been told before that Kadri vetoed a possible trade to 
Calgary for TJ Brodie because he thought exercising his no-trade clause 
would mean he could keep playing in Toronto) 

Instead, Toronto traded him to Colorado and last June, that resulted in a 
happily-ever-after ending for Kadri. 

This time, the move to Calgary wasn’t in someone else’s hands. It was in 
Kadri’s. He’s made it clear it was, first and foremost, about being wanted. 
Naturally, the dollars and term contributed, as does the chance to win 
again. But the pitch was important, too, and among the different skills 
required to be an effective manager, Treliving has — first and foremost 
— proven to be an adept salesman. 

So Calgary got off to a nice start and the same could really be said of 
Colorado as well. They enter the new season with no Kadri and no Andre 
Burakovsky (now with the Kraken) and with captain Gabriel Landeskog 
still convalescing from off-season surgery. So they’re still sorting things 
out as well. One of the few downsides of Thursday’s game was that we 
didn’t get to see the fascinating experiment underway with their second 
power-play unit, which consists of two forwards (Alex Newhook and Evan 
Rodrigues) plus three defencemen (Devon Toews, Samuel Girard and 
Bowen Byram). 

We’ve seen situations in the past when a team would try a big-bodied 
defenceman, such as Zdeno Chara, as a net-front presence, but the Avs 
have all three at the top of the umbrella. The experiment isn’t likely to last 
much beyond Landeskog’s return, but it is something to see — a sure 
sign that the strength of the defending champions is going to be the skill 
of the team’s blue line, which is unmatched anywhere else around the 
league. 

Kraken showing improvements 

Like Colorado, Seattle played twice in two nights, first in Anaheim, where 
the Kraken had a 4-2 lead midway through the third period, before losing 
in overtime to the Ducks. And then the next night, winning 4-1 against the 
now 0-2 Kings. So three of a possible four points for the second-year 
team and overall, except for the meltdown in the second half of the third 
period against the Ducks, looking far more competitive than they were a 
year ago. 

It helps that Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand (added from Columbus) 
add two established NHL scorers to a team that simply didn’t have the 
offensive pop to compete a year ago. 

At the moment, the Kraken have the 2022 No. 4 pick, Shane Wright, on 
the roster, but it’s clear they’ll be spooling out his usage judiciously. 
Wright dressed for the opener, but played only 6:14, and he was 
watching from the press box against the Kings, replaced in the lineup by 
Morgan Geekie. 

Wright’s ice time in the opener was diminished in part because there was 
so much special teams play in the opener, and his linemate on the fourth 
line, Ryan Donato, is part of one of the team’s two power-play units. So a 
lot of skipped shifts for Wright, as a result. 

By moving Wright in and out of the lineup early, the Kraken can extend 
that nine-game evaluation window in which they can determine if he’s 
NHL ready or not. Ideally, they want him up for the season, but it makes 
no sense to burn a year of his entry-level contract if he isn’t. Time is on 
their side. 

It’s a different story for their 2021 first-rounder Matty Beniers, whose 
status as the Calder Trophy front-runner is not a mistake. Beniers played 
19:55 in the opener, 17:06 in the second game, and picked up points in 
both games. There’s a maturity to Beniers’ game that makes him 
unusually precocious. 

He made his NHL debut at the end of last season and in 12 NHL games 
thus far, he has scored points in 11 of them. According to @NHLstats, 
that has only previously been accomplished by two teenagers in league 
history: Joe Sakic and Jonathan Toews. Beniers will turn 20 on Nov. 5. 

One other small side note from Seattle. Martin Jones got the start in goal 
against the Kings, where he broke in as an NHLer during the 2013-14 
season as Jonathan Quick’s understudy, and stopped 26 of 27 shots in 
the victory over his former mentor. 
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Only a power-play goal by Alex Iafallo eluded Jones, who landed in 
Seattle as Philipp Grubauer’s backup because Chris Driedger was 
injured at the world championships last spring and won’t be ready to play 
until January at the earliest. 

Jones won 12 games as Carter Hart’s backup last year in Philadelphia 
(only one fewer than Hart actually) and has had a rocky time of it the last 
few seasons. 

But as recently as the 2016 playoffs on behalf of San Jose, Jones led 
NHL goalies in postseason minutes played, games played and shutouts 
(three), while posting a 2.16 goals-against average. It will be interesting 
to see if a season, playing far below the NHL radar screen, will coax a 
bounce-back performance out of Jones. 

Kings struggle out of the gate 

One team that looked decidedly out of sorts early is Los Angeles, who 
were arguably the biggest surprise story of last season, unexpectedly 
making the playoffs, despite a rash of injuries (over 400 man-games lost, 
including 43 by star defenseman Drew Doughty). So with all hands on 
deck and with Kevin Fiala in the fold, it should — theoretically — be 
onwards and upwards. 

Instead, at home, first against a speedy-looking Vegas team, then a 
dogged, hardworking Seattle squad, they were guilty of one mental error 
after another. Fiala had a tough debut, took a bad penalty, played only 
15:24 and finished minus-1 against the Golden Knights. He was minus-2 
in 18:57 of action versus the Kraken and looked like a player trying to do 
too much — a common mistake for a newcomer to a team who signed a 
big contract. 

His homecoming game comes Saturday in Minnesota, where he thrived 
for the Wild last season. That should be fun, given how the Wild will also 
be smarting after a crushing loss to the Rangers in their opener. 

Against Vegas, the Kings wasted a brilliant goaltending performance 
from Quick, who started both games. At some point, the Kings will have 
to get Cal Petersen in there, although Peterson had a rough go of it in the 
exhibition season, as he’s starting the first year of his big contract 
extension (three years, $5 million). Quick, at age 36, still looks capable of 
playing at a reasonably high level, but the days of playing 4,000-plus 
minutes in a season are surely over. 

Same probably in Minnesota, where Marc-Andre Fleury turns 38 next 
month. The Wild need Filip Gustavsson, who replaces Cam Talbot, to be 
capable of handling a decent workload and providing wins when he’s 
between the pipes. 

Is Vegas back? 

The Kings made the playoffs ahead of Vegas and chances are, the two 
teams will be in a battle for a postseason spot right down to the wire. Two 
games in, Vegas — under new coach Bruce Cassidy — looks both fast 
and defensively aware. 

Jack Eichel looked great against the Kings — he could have had a 
monster scoring night had Quick not been so sharp. For now, anyway, 
he’s playing with Phil Kessel and Reilly Smith. Mark Stone, who had the 
winner, was on the second line and looks healthy, which will be a key, 
and two-thirds of the Original Golden Misfits line, William Karlsson and 
Jonathan Marchessault showed good chemistry, playing with Michael 
Amadio. 

The defense isn’t Colorado deep, but it is solid. Unquestionably, the most 
heartening piece of news is that two games in, Logan Thompson sits 
atop the goaltending charts, with two wins, a .947 save percentage, and 
the first shutout of the NHL season. If the goaltending, in the absence of 
Robert Lehner, holds up, then the Golden Knights are going to slowly win 
you over. That us-against-the-world mindset that characterized their first 
season is weirdly back in place again. 

Vegas has a lot of questions to answer this year, but the early returns 
look quite promising. 
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Oilers cannot complete comeback against Flames in only meeting at 
Rogers Place this season 

When it came to entertainment value, the Flames and Oilers put on 
another good show in front of a national audience Saturday at Rogers 
Place 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

It is a crying shame the Calgary Flames only come up the road to play 
the Edmonton Oilers once this season. 

When it came to entertainment value, the Flames and Oilers put on 
another great show in front of a national television audience Saturday at 
Rogers Place. The Oilers spotted the Flames a three-goal lead and could 
not complete the comeback in a 4-3 loss, falling short by the shaft of a 
goal stick. 

“We’re putting ourselves behind in games and obviously that’s not our 
plan heading into a game,” said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “The 
response in the second and third was better, but when you put yourself 
down the way we did, it’s too big a hill to climb after being down to that 
team 4-1.  

“You look at some of the goals that went in, I thought around our net we 
were not near as assertive or hard the way we normally can play. They 
did a good job of getting to our net and we can do a better job of 
preventing them from getting there.”  

The game was the only one between the two teams in Edmonton this 
season. They’ll play two more in Calgary prior to the New Year and that’s 
all for the Battle of Alberta this regular season. 

Mikael Backlund, Michael Stone, Nazem Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane 
scored for the new-look Flames, who lost their two best forwards from 
last season in Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk, but might have 
replaced them with three better players. Calgary acquired Jonathan 
Huberdeau and defenceman MacKenzie Weegar in the Tkachuk trade 
with the Florida Panthers and signed Kadri as a free agent. 

Flames backup Dan Vladar made 26 saves in his first start of the season, 
tapped to play in favour of Jacob Markstrom due to the rotation according 
to Calgary head coach Darryl Sutter. The fact the Oilers owned 
Markstrom last season and in the five-game second-round playoff series 
this past spring might have had something to do with it as well. 

“I thought we played a really strong game,” Sutter said. “In the second 
period you knew they were going to come with a push, and they did 
early. Even looking up at the clock with 10:20 left that’s when they got 
their PP and they scored to make it 4-2 and you know they’re coming 
because they shorten the bench up so much. I thought for the most part 
we did a pretty good job.” 

At the other end, the Oilers did not get the start they were hoping out of 
Campbell, but he didn’t have much help in front of him. 

Backlund’s goal just 73 seconds into the game came on a rebound after 
Stone’s point shot hit the stick of Oilers rookie Dylan Holloway, changing 
speed and direction. Campbell was able to make the initial save, but no 
one was around to clear the rebound. 

Stone’s goal at 4:34 to make it 2-1 found its way through a maze of legs 
from the left boards, while Kadri scored on a breakaway after 
defenceman Brett Kulak blew a tire at the blue line. Kadri, scored his first 
goal for Calgary by deftly slipping the puck through Campbell’s pad. 
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When Andrew Mangiapane scored on another rebound, lifting the puck 
over Campbell, Woodcroft had seen enough. He gave his new starting 
goaltender the hook after 10:18 and seven saves in favour of backup 
Stuart Skinner. 

“It’s tough to win in this league giving up four in a game, let alone a 
period,” Campbell said. “It wasn’t what I expected out of myself, but the 
boys fought hard, Skins (Skinner) came in and played excellent for us 
and gave us a chance to win. There is just a few details I can clean up, 
but I’m not to worried about it.”  

Skinner came in and stopped the bleeding, allowing the Oilers to find 
their skating legs, which seems to be a recurring theme with the club, 
dating back to last season. He finished with 31 saves and will most likely 
get the call Tuesday when the Oilers host the Buffalo Sabres in the third 
of a six-game homestand to open the season. 

Connor McDavid cut the deficit to 4-2 on the power play, taking a 
excellent backhand feed from Evander Kane across the goal line, and 
lifting a shot over Vladar. 

Ryan McLeod then scored six minutes later to make it 4-3. McLeod took 
a pass from defenceman Ryan Murray, who picked the puck off an 
offensive zone face-off and circled the net, slipping the puck back out 
front. McLeod was then able to find the far corner on Vladar. 

In the third, the Oilers had trouble getting out of their own zone and only 
managed eight shots on Vladar. Their best chances came late as Evan 
Bouchard had a great look in front, but was stopped and then Draisaitl 
had his shot deflected over the net by the shaft of Vladar’s stick with 11 
seconds to go in the game. 

“We had a couple of whacks at the end, we were hoping one of those 
squeaks through; it wasn’t meant to be,” Draisaitl said. “Just individual 
and system mistakes (early), they’re little mistakes that are easy to clean 
up. We can’t spot a team three goals in back-to-back nights, that’s 
something we have to address, obviously.” 
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Calgary Flames make stunning recovery after tumultuous summer 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

Even the most hardcore Flames hater couldn’t help but feel a tinge of 
sympathy for Calgary last summer when the organization looked to be in 
the middle of a catastrophic implosion. 

Still licking their wounds after a humiliating loss to Edmonton in the 
second round of the playoffs, the Flames took two more body blows 
when Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau both announced that they 
wanted out. 

It was supposed to be a death blow. No team can survive watching its 
two best forwards walk out the front door. 

The Flames were dead. And it was probably going to take years to 
recover. The rivalry was going to become a one-sided beatdown. 

Just a few weeks later, the Flames were suddenly even better than 
before. General manager Brad Treliving turned Tkachuk’s trade value 
and Gaudreau’s cap space into Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie 
Weegar and Nazem Kadri — all of them signed to long-term deals. 

“It was crazy,” said long-serving Flames forward Dillon Dube. “There was 
a lot of emotion, a lot of roller coaster. We didn’t know what to expect.” 

The whole thing happened fast, but even the Flames players admit there 
was a window there between the time their two leading scorers said they 

wanted out and the time they were replaced, when they thought their 
team was in big trouble. 

“For sure,” said Dube. “(General manager Brad Treliving) did a great job 
of what we could get in return and how we could fill in for them. But the 
biggest thing about those guys is they are great in the locker room. We 
enjoy playing with them. It feels like we’ve all been together for a really 
long time.” 

Time will tell just how different the Flames really are — and no final 
analysis can be made until the playoffs are over — but it looks at first 
glance like Calgary bolstered the most important areas of the ice. 

“If you can strengthen the D and the centre position you’re in a good 
spot,” said Flames veteran Mikael Backlund. “Especially against 
Edmonton, a highly-skilled offensive team with some really good centres. 
What we did this summer should really help us.” 

Kadri adds another layer down the middle, with Backlund and Elias 
Lindholm, to bring Calgary up to speed in a rivalry that has Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins among their centres. 

“The strength in this division is in the middle of the ice,” said Calgary 
coach Darryl Sutter. “If you want to compete in this division, you want to 
be a playoff team, then you have to have strength down the middle. Look 
at the teams that are looked at as top teams — there’s strength down the 
middle.” 

All of this hasn’t gone unnoticed by the Oilers, either. Given how they 
walked through Calgary in the playoffs, they would have preferred to see 
the Flames leave things the way they were. Now, their biggest enemy 
has a brand new core. 

“They’ve added some different pieces, they have a different look to their 
group,” said Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft. “They have four lines that can 
all play. They have a lot of skill with some of their new faces. 

“Their back end is like their forward group, they have a lot of really good 
players. Weegar passes the puck really well, he’s someone that they 
really believe in. But that’s them, our focus is on us.” 

ONE AND DONE 

Calgary’s visit on Saturday is the last time they will play in Edmonton in 
this regular season. Second game of the year and fans in Edmonton 
won’t see the Flames in person again unless the teams meet in the 
playoffs. 

It’s as stupid as it sounds. 

“Hard to believe, one game,” said Sutter, who also finds it hard to believe 
that the two teams won’t play again, period, after Dec. 27 in Calgary. “We 
play teams in the other division as many times as we play some of the 
teams in ours. That’s the way the league works.” 

LOVE TO HATE 

In the end, everybody has to admit the Edmonton-Calgary rivalry is better 
when both teams are at their best. 

“It’s always special,” said Backlund. “We had years where both teams 
were out of the playoffs and there was still a special feeling to the 
games.” 

Now, the volume has been turned up to 11. 

“We want to show them we’re better than them and it was tough losing 
against them last spring,” said Backlund. “It’s great for the province and 
it’s great for the league and the division. Maybe we’ll see each other 
again in the playoffs.” 

ACCORDING TO SCRIPT 

Don’t read anything into Calgary starting backup goalie Daniel Vladar in 
their one visit to Edmonton. They aren’t sheltering Jacob Markstrom, 
who’s had some high-profile struggles against the Oilers. 
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“Our theme coming into the season was that there are 26 weeks in the 
season, we want to make sure that Vladar gets a game a week,” said 
Sutter. “That’s just the way this month works.” 
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Oilers need Jakob Chychrun or another top-4 defender, as loss to 
Flames shows 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

2h ago 

 

EDMONTON — Listen carefully. That just might be the faint sounds like 
Jakob Chychrun’s music or something similar. At least, it should be. 

An awful 4-3 loss to the hated Flames shows why a top-four defenceman 
could — and perhaps should — be the top priority for Oilers GM Ken 
Holland by the trade deadline. 

The Arizona Coyotes have been shopping Chychrun, their top player, for 
months. He wants out. The Oilers have checked in on the price, which 
they consider too steep. So, maybe he won’t be the target in the end. 

But it sure seems like Chychrun or a blueliner of his ilk will be required for 
the Oilers to have a chance to improve on last season’s 104-point, 
Western Conference finals-appearance team. 

The Oilers were porous defensively against the Flames, allowing four 
first-period goals. It could have been six or seven. 

Goaltender Jack Campbell was left to fend for himself far too often as 
opponents were usually the closest people to rebounds and loose pucks. 

Though they picked away at a three-goal deficit over the final 40 minutes, 
the hole dug was too deep. 

“You look at some of the goals that went in; around our net, we weren’t 
near as assertive or hard (compared to) the way we normally can play,” 
Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. “We could be harder around our blue 
paint.” 

By no means is that all on Edmonton’s rearguards considering there 
should be a forward down low to help. But they are the last line of 
defence. 

They permitted the Flames forwards to waltz in on their goaltender with 
ease, especially early on. 

“If you look at those goals, the first one, our net play was something to be 
desired. The fourth one, I’d say it was something to be desired on our net 
play,” Woodcroft said. 

The Flames came at the Oilers in waves. They had no answers over the 
first 20 minutes. 

It was a good night  #Flames | @scotiabank 
pic.twitter.com/p8iPuFmJoF 

— Calgary Flames (@NHLFlames) October 16, 2022 

“They were definitely coming fast,” defenceman Cody Ceci said. “They’re 
a little different-looking team than last year. They moved some pieces, 
but they picked up some great players. They’re a quick team. They 
transition well. They have good defencemen. 

“They’ve come at us strong early on in the past. They did it again.” 

Woodcroft wants the Oilers to start mimicking some of the teams who’ve 
had more success early on by being “cleaner and assertive” in their zone. 

All they need to do is look across from them to get the picture. 

The Oilers forwards had to face clear top-four blueliners Noah Hanifin, 
Rasmus Andersson, MacKenzie Weegar and Chris Tanev. 

Connor McDavid was limited by the Flames to a power-play goal. Leon 
Draisaitl had two assists — one with the man advantage and the other a 
secondary helper. The Flames held Edmonton’s stars — and by 
extension, the Oilers — in check. (Don’t forget how injured Tanev was in 
last season’s playoff series.) 

Meanwhile, the Oilers employ a shutdown tandem of Ceci and Darnell 
Nurse — and then four good defencemen, but no true stopper or physical 
force. They could use one, especially on the second pair. 

Those good defencemen weren’t very good against the Flames. 

Ryan Murray had a particularly challenging game. Signed Sept. 2 as an 
insurance policy in case the top defensive prospect wasn’t ready, Murray 
earned a roster spot out of camp on merit. 

The demerits came early and often in the first period. 

Neither he nor Evan Bouchard (nor centre Ryan Nugent-Hopkins) picked 
up Flames centre Mikael Backlund in front. Backlund deposited a 
rebound off a Michael Stone shot 1:13 into the game. 

Murray wasn’t solely to blame on Calgary’s fourth goal either. He couldn’t 
play the puck after Ceci’s slow change and then was caught flatfooted as 
Nazem Kadri zoomed by him, drove to the net and had a clear chance in 
tight. Where Murray erred was in not clearing the puck or checking 
Flames winger and eventual goal-scorer Andrew Mangiapane. 

Remember what Woodcroft said about goals against Nos. 1 and 4? 

Murray was burned on a couple more rushes as the game wore on. He 
did redeem himself a bit by setting up Ryan McLeod for Edmonton’s last 
tally. But Murray had a 37 Corsi for percentage at five-on-five, per 
Natural Stat Trick — the worst of any Oilers defenceman. 

No rearguard finished the night on the positive side of the ledger, so 
Murray is far from alone. There was a long list of subpar performances 
among the entire group of Oilers, including the forwards. 

But the blueliners stood out for the wrong reasons. 

Asked if he thought his defencemen were overwhelmed by the Flames 
attack, Woodcroft wasn’t buying it. 

“I wouldn’t use that word. That’s your word,” he said. “I would say that we 
can play better. Certainly, there’s some specific areas that we can 
improve in. But that’s on us. That’s not on anybody else. That’s on us. 
We can play a lot better than we showed, specifically in the first period.” 

There’s no question the Oilers can play better. But better personnel could 
only help. 

That’s where we get back to Chychrun. 

Again, the Oilers — like several teams — have inquired about his 
services. Though the Coyotes’ asking price has come down since it was 
astronomical in March, it’s not like they’re prepared to give him away. Nor 
should they. Chychrun is 24 and in the third-last year of his reasonable 
$4.6 million AAV contract. They should be asking for a sizable package 
even with Chychrun’s injury history. 

Broberg won’t be involved in any trade unless the organization has an 
abrupt change of heart about him. The feeling by some within the 
franchise is that Broberg will be at least as good as Chychrun, and soon 
— perhaps as soon as the end of this season. It would take a lot for a 
rival team to pry Broberg from the Oilers, especially since the 21-year-old 
was Holland’s first draft pick as Oilers general manager in 2019. 

It doesn’t seem as though Chychrun is enough for the Oilers to part with 
Broberg. 
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It might be time to at least start reconsidering that given Chychrun’s age, 
cap hit and contract term — which aligns with Draisaitl’s. If Chychrun isn’t 
the Oilers’ preferred target based on any number of reasons, they should 
pivot and start zeroing in on someone else and begin the requisite 
evaluations in earnest. 

The Flames are expected to be one of the NHL’s top teams and the 
Oilers’ main competition for Pacific Division supremacy. They have at 
least two lines that can score and maybe three. 

The Oilers had no answers for them on defence — at least over the first 
20 minutes if we’re being charitable. 

That was a big problem Saturday. It also has the potential to sink their 
season — and a playoff run — if it doesn’t get bolstered. 

For now, improvement will have to come internally. 

“There’s a lot of stuff to work on here,” Woodcroft said. “We should have 
a captive audience when we get back to practicing because we haven’t 
started the way we wanted to in the last two games.” 

If Saturday’s loss was any indication, external support will likely have to 
come sometime by March 3. 

The Oilers defencemen couldn’t contain the Flames. And Calgary’s 
blueliners came as advertised — a cut above Edmonton’s. There will 
need to be a shift by some means over the next few months. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.16.2022 

1255194 Edmonton Oilers 

 

Lowetide: Can the Oilers’ AHL affiliate sustain a productive prospect 
pipeline? 

 

By Allan Mitchell 

Oct 15, 2022 

 

One of the keys to success in recent years for the Edmonton Oilers is a 
productive prospect pipeline that runs from the AHL Bakersfield Condors. 
Until midseason 2021-22, the coaching staff was led by head coach Jay 
Woodcroft and defence coach Dave Manson. 

The new staff is in place behind head coach Colin Chaulk. He had 
success on the ice after the coaching change, going 19-12-3 in the final 
34 games. The Condors made the playoffs but lost in the first round. 

Can the new staff help the young players in the AHL this season find 
their way to the NHL and keep the pipeline running smoothly? 

The Woodcroft-Manson successes 

Woodcroft left his job as an Oilers’ assistant coach in the fall of 2018 to 
become the head coach with Bakersfield. In the three-plus seasons he 
spent in the AHL, several prospects developed and found their way to the 
NHL. Players who remain on the roster or in the system are highlighted. 

Ethan Bear 

190 

Kailer Yamamoto 

186 

Caleb Jones 

145 

Evan Bouchard 

103 

Ryan McLeod 

82 

William Lagesson 

60 

Patrick Russell 

59 

Tyler Benson 

36 

Philip Broberg 

23 

Josh Currie 

22 

Markus Niemelainen 

20 

Joe Gambardella 

15 

Stuart Skinner 

14 

Cooper Marody 

7 

Dmitri Samorukov 

1 

Dylan Holloway 

1 

The men who spent time in Bakersfield and project to occupy important 
spots on the roster for long periods of time are Kailer Yamamoto, Evan 
Bouchard and possibly Ryan McLeod. It’s too soon to know about Philip 
Broberg, Stuart Skinner and Dylan Holloway, but all are trending in a 
good direction. 

Perhaps the most impressive item is that two players (McLeod and 
Skinner) were chosen outside the first round. 

Men like Ethan Bear, Caleb Jones, William Lagesson and Dmitri 
Samorukov also provided value to the organization in trade. Currently, 
Warren Foegele and Brett Kulak are contributing to the NHL team, and 
winger Klim Kostin could do the same in the days to come. 

How did Woodcroft succeed? 

Woodcroft and Manson were exceptional at placing young players into 
the lineup and sticking with them through growing pains. One of the 
things about developing players is that even good-to-great prospects 
take time to learn how to play pro hockey. The AHL is a minor league, 
but that sells the competition short. Anyone who has watched a gifted 
junior, college or European player arrive in the AHL knows the step up is 
significant. 

For Woodcroft and Manson, placing new arrivals on a line or pairing they 
could succeed was central. Often the improvement from first to second 
half of the season was extraordinary. These numbers are even-strength 
goal differentials while on the ice, split into first-half and second-half 
totals, via Eric Rodgers. 

Ethan Bear 

2018-19 
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61 

59 

Caleb Jones 

2018-19 

57 

65 

Kailer Yamamoto 

2018-19 

64 

86 

Evan Bouchard 

2019-20 

38 

51 

Ryan McLeod 

2019-20 

52 

48 

Philip Broberg 

2021-22 

63 

69 

Four of the six men took significant steps forward and often increased the 
level of difficulty in terms of quality of competition. Bouchard specifically 
took a step forward in a chaotic second half of his season. The coaching 
staff weathered the early storm and found real value later in the season. 

Chaulk’s first team 

Although Chaulk coached the Condors for the second half of last season 
(unlocking Samorukov in the process), this season’s club represents a 
chance to put his mark on the roster with his own coaching staff. The 
opening game of the season is Saturday, with a Sunday afternoon affair 
part of a busy weekend. Here’s the current depth chart by position, and 
the probable roles for each player. 

Centre 

The coaching staff has a plethora of options here, and the most 
compelling option might be winger Mattias Janmark. The veteran has 
been playing wing for years in the NHL, but will play huge minutes with 
the Condors and could move to the middle. Here’s a guess at the centre 
depth chart, with one strong option for NHL recall at the top. 

James Hamblin 

Key two-way role, strong recall option 

Greg McKegg 

Veteran presence can play anywhere 

Luke Esposito 

Agitating forward with some skill 

Noah Philp 

RHC may play wing early 

Filip Engaras 

Worker, he can upset opponents 

Drake Rymsha 

Versatile player with speed 

James Hamblin has been pushing for over a year now and was rewarded 
with an NHL deal in the spring. He paid it back with interest during 
preseason, playing so well that he was among the final Oilers cuts. He’s 
going to be a big player for Bakersfield. 

Greg McKegg and Luke Esposito will have regular roles, and there are 
some interesting stories among the depth names. Noah Philp is an 
especially interesting player, he’s right-handed and has a range of skills. 
If he pops in Bakersfield, there’s a chance of a late-season recall to 
Edmonton to get a taste of the next level. 

Left wing 

This should be a strong position for the Condors, with two likely NHL 
recalls (Janmark and Kostin) at the top of the depth chart. There are 
promising youngsters too, but injuries have delayed progress. 

Mattias Janmark 

NHL veteran will have success 

Klim Kostin 

Late trade pickup should play feature role 

Graham McPhee 

Two-way winger in a depth role 

Samuel Dove-McFalls 

Two-way forward with some size 

Raphael Lavoie 

Goal scorer, he is injured 

Carter Savoie 

Goal-scoring rookie pro is injured 

At the rate the NHL team is moving players up and down the big roster, 
it’s possible Janmark and Kostin see as much of the NHL as AHL this 
season. Janmark would require a trade or an LTIR visit from an 
established player, but Kostin is an easy recall. Expect both men to 
impact the scoresheet early and often while in Bakersfield. 

The young prospects to watch this year, Raphael Lavoie and Carter 
Savoie, have injury issues that will be part of their story this season. 
Expect major playing time for both when healthy. 

Right wing 

Two quality prospects and some seasoned scorers lead the way at right 
wing, Condors look to have more than enough talent here. 

Seth Griffith 

Impact offensive player in AHL 

Xavier Bourgault 

Brilliant junior, how quickly can he adjust to AHL? 

Tyler Tullio 

Nice range of skills, but a big leap 

Dino Kambeitz 

Effective AHL checker 

Justin Bailey 
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Injured, has real talent and experience 

Seth Griffith keys the power play and should have the highest scoring 
totals at season’s end. He could also be a recall option at any time during 
the year. 

Xavier Bourgault will get a real look this season, and represents the first 
true opportunity for Chaulk to put his stamp on the team. Bourgault’s 
natural talents are obvious, and he has good checking instincts (he is 
good at stealth turnovers from behind on the backcheck) but junior 
graduates often struggle with consistency and the difficulty of the AHL 
schedule. If Chaulk can get Bourgault anywhere close to 20 goals this 
season, he’ll get an A-plus from all observers. 

Defence 

Philip Broberg 

Big minutes and production, likely recall 

Markus Niemelainen 

Shutdown minutes, likely recall 

Jason Demers 

On a PTO, could be in Oilers' plans 

Mike Kesselring 

Feature role for an emerging blue 

Phil Kemp 

Shutdown minutes, more prominent role 

Yanni Kaldis 

AHL contract, impressive puck mover 

Alex Peters 

AHL contract, solid defence 

Darien Kielb 

AHL contract, solid defence 

Adam Brubacher 

Depth blue 

Slater Koekkoek 

Will return during the season 

Broberg, Markus Niemelainen and Jason Demers are the feature players 
as the season begins. Broberg hasn’t played in the NHL yet this year, but 
has been on the Oilers’ roster in the early days of the season. He’ll play 
significant games with Edmonton this season, in an effort to find out if he 
can play a postseason role. 

Niemelainen is in a similar situation and outplayed Broberg in the 
preseason. His recall could come at any time. 

Demers signed a PTO with Bakersfield and if he shows well will be 
playing in the NHL somewhere. It could be Edmonton, depending on the 
price. In the interim, the Condors have an overqualified veteran on the 
AHL roster. 

One player to watch this season in terms of development is Mike 
Kesselring. If Chaulk can unlock him a little more, it could be a big win for 
the organization on a player drafted in later rounds. Slater Koekkoek 
should return at some point in the season and could play with both 
Bakersfield and the Oilers. 

Goaltending 

The Oilers have been changing deck chairs on the double over the last 
several months, with the result being a more settled net across the pro 
level. 

Calvin Pickard 

AHL starter, first NHL recall 

Ryan Fanti 

Intriguing college grad, he could spike 

Olivier Rodrigue 

Young goaltender looking for starts, could see ECHL 

Calvin Pickard should see NHL time, and based on preseason Oilers 
fans should be confident if he sees the net. In the AHL, he’s a quality 
starter. Ryan Fanti has a strong college resume, so there’s every chance 
he emerges as a strong backup and pushes for playing time. Olivier 
Rodrigue has one more year on his entry-level deal, and has been dealt 
an unfair hand due to the pandemic and the emergence of Skinner as a 
top prospect in 2020-21. In a fair world, Rodrigue would see 25 AHL 
starts, but that is unlikely in 2022-23. 

Chaulk’s Condors 

The AHL is a development league, so the young prospects highlighted in 
blue (Broberg, Niemelainen, Bourgault) are the keys to success from an 
Oilers point of view. 

The rest of the men in blue are possible recalls, so keeping them sharp 
and getting plenty of ice time is the priority. 

Chaulk can really make his mark by continuing the development of men 
like Kesselring. Woodcroft and Manson received early recognition for 
developing Bear and Jones, the same could happen for Chaulk. 

Bakersfield will see Brad Malone at some point in the season; the team’s 
captain and on-ice leader is currently in Edmonton. 

As the season begins, there’s something for everyone in Bakersfield. It 
should be a fascinating year for the Condors. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.16.2022 
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Oilers vs. Flames roundtable: Matchups, offseason changes, 
goaltending, more 

 

By Julian McKenzie and Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Oct 15, 2022 

 

Get your popcorn ready. Have a couple of beverages of choice nearby, 
too. 

The first installment of the Battle of Alberta takes place in Edmonton on 
Saturday — and you won’t want to miss it. Unbelievably, it’s one of just 
three matchups this season and the only one to take place in the 
province’s capital. 

That’s tough for fans, especially after these bitter rivals faced each other 
in an epic playoff series that featured a little bit of everything. Other than 
not going the full seven games, the first head-to-head postseason battle 
in 31 years lived up to the billing. 

The two teams enter the season as presumptive Western Conference 
powerhouses that are expected to contend for the Pacific Division’s top 
spot yet again. Last season, the Oilers stormed out of the gate but were 
tracked down by the Flames during their December and January swoon. 
Calgary never looked back, claiming the division crown by seven points. 
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That is all ancient history. The slate is wiped for now. On the eve of the 
first tilt of 2022-23, The Athletic’s Julian McKenzie and Daniel Nugent-
Bowman provide a tale of the tape. 

Why should each team be even better than last season? 

Julian McKenzie: The Flames have shored up their centre depth and now 
have three quality centres who can go up against top-notch players, 
including teams like the Oilers that have the firepower they have up front. 
The Flames are genuinely in a better place with Elias Lindholm, Nazem 
Kadri and Mikael Backlund as their top three. Even Kevin Rooney as a 
4C can provide some stability. 

Calgary’s defence corps is stacked with depth and looks strong along 
their top four. They have a dependable pairing in Noah Hanifin and 
Rasmus Andersson, one of the better two-way rearguards in MacKenzie 
Weegar and a healthy Christopher Tanev. 

Jacob Markstrom will want to forget the postseason, but he’s still playing 
at a high level and coming off his best regular season ever. 

Finally, the Flames have Jonathan Huberdeau, who is the best passing 
left winger in the game. His vision will be needed in order for the Flames 
to achieve success and he’s expected to contribute alongside one of the 
best two-way players in Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli, who both know a 
thing or two about putting the puck in the net. 

Calgary is still buying into a defensive, gritty identity that can still lead to 
offence going the other way, and it’s a style that’s favoured for 
postseason play. If Markstrom can hold his end in goal, there’s no telling 
how far the Flames can go as a playoff team. Are the Flames better than 
the Oilers as a regular season team? That’s a question that will be 
answered as the games are played, but the Flames’ roster is built to 
avenge their showing last year. 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman: The Oilers are returning almost their entire 
lineup from the team that reached the Western Conference finals. Most 
of the players who’ve departed aren’t any great loss. 

Ditching Zack Kassian and his contract and letting Josh Archibald walk 
are net positives. Mike Smith had his moments in net, but he’s been 
replaced by a younger, steadier Jack Campbell. Duncan Keith retiring 
represents the most notable subtraction. Backfilling his spot with Brett 
Kulak should make the defence more mobile to start the season, though. 

In addition to the upgrade in net, the Oilers get a full season of Evander 
Kane, who fit splendidly in the top six by scoring at a 42-goal pace in 43 
games. They get a full year of coach Jay Woodcroft, who revamped the 
team’s structure and led the team to a 26-9-3 record (.724 points 
percentage) after being promoted in February. They should also see 
young players like Kailer Yamamoto, Evan Bouchard, Ryan McLeod and 
rookie Dylan Holloway take a step. Oh, and Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl haven’t petered out yet. 

The Oilers are considered contenders for a reason. 

What’s the biggest thing missing from each team? 

JM: The Flames could use another top-nine forward, preferably on the 
wing, who can provide some scoring punch. Calgary tried to make 
something work with Sonny Milano this preseason but he didn’t stick. 
Radim Zohorna failed to make an impression in limited time. Because the 
Flames only have so much cap space, Brad Treliving will have to find a 
way via trade. 

Other than that, maybe star power. The reigning Cup champion Colorado 
Avalanche are built well from top to bottom and have a top-three player in 
Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar, who is the best defenceman in the 
game. The Oilers have a two-headed monster in McDavid and Draisaitl. 
These players carry all the flash but are capable game-breakers in 
moments that matter. 

The Flames, now without 40-goal scorers Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau, have Huberdeau and Kadri to try to make up for it but that will 

take time. The stands at the Saddledome will still have people in 
Gaudreau and Tkachuk jerseys for the foreseeable future. 

DNB: The biggest concern for the Oilers is at the fourth centre position. 
Devin Shore, who was a health scratch throughout the playoff run, played 
sparingly as the 4C in the season opener. Fourth centre isn’t exactly a 
big role in Edmonton. 

That’s a potential area to upgrade — but a minor one at that. If the No. 4 
centre is the primary issue, things are looking pretty, pretty good. 

That’s not to say the Oilers are perfect. The defence will undoubtedly be 
upgraded by the trade deadline. The regular season will provide the data 
that’ll show whether it’s a top-four blueliner or a depth guy that’s needed. 

Up front, it wouldn’t hurt for the Oilers to add someone for the top nine 
just in case there are injuries or underperformance. It probably isn’t a 
necessity at this point. This is the deepest forward group the Oilers have 
had in the McDavid era. 

How confident is each team in their goaltending right now? 

JM: Markstrom is their guy and that isn’t changing anytime soon. That’s 
what happens when you pay a goalie $6 million annually and give him a 
no-movement clause. 

He’s looking to put a bad second-round series behind him and move 
forward as the No. 1. Otherwise, he’s coming off his best year as a pro 
and was a Vezina Trophy finalist. The Flames’ defence corps has also 
improved, making his life easier in net. You can expect him to play 
around 55-60 games this year. 

Dan Vladar has had himself a good preseason and looks like a sturdy 
No. 2 option. In a tale of the tape between these two teams, you’d take 
Calgary’s goaltending over Edmonton’s, even if they improved on Smith 
in favour of Campbell. 

DNB: Very confident. When Smith was on his game, he could be lights 
out — a Vezina Trophy-calibre guy as evidenced by being the league’s 
second star of April and finishing seventh in top-goalie voting in 2021. 
The problem was the dips were vast and the injuries were plenty. 

Campbell was the Oilers’ marquee addition in the offseason. The only 
other players they added were depth defenceman Ryan Murray and 
fourth-line winger Mattias Janmark, who was waived and demoted to the 
AHL for cap reasons. The Oilers are counting on Campbell to take them 
to the next level. 

Campbell, 30, is being earmarked for at least 50 starts with freshman 
Stuart Skinner picking up the scraps. It’s the first time since 2017-18 that 
the Oilers aren’t planning to run a tandem between the pipes. 

The organization sees Campbell as a reliable netminder with excellent 
rebound control. To a man, the players, coaches and executives love 
Campbell’s demeanour and competitiveness. 

“He’s a popular teammate,” Woodcroft said this week. “It seems to me 
that people really enjoy being around him. 

“When a group of players want to play for their goalie, I think that’s a little 
bit of a competitive advantage rather than having to play with somebody. 
To me, the way Jack is as a person, inspires people to play for him.” 

What’s the most intriguing matchup battle to watch for? 

JM: Whoever the Flames will play against McDavid. Backlund has drawn 
that assignment in the past, but the Flames now have Kadri as a viable 
option to face off against him. He’ll have already played a game against 
MacKinnon to prepare himself. In any game against the Oilers, your best 
bet is to slow the offence down and let someone not named McDavid or 
Draisaitl beat you. Kadri will be tasked with keeping McDavid in check 
while providing offence at the other hand alongside quick and pesky 
linemates like Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube. 

DNB: The Oilers have their shutdown defence pair of Darnell Nurse and 
Cody Ceci locked in. They’ve been a pair Woodcroft and assistant coach 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 16, 2022 

 

Dave Manson have used basically without fail since they joined the 
Oilers. Nurse and Ceci take on the toughest minutes and face the 
strongest competition at five-on-five. 

After that, the Oilers don’t really have a staunch defensive pair between 
Bouchard and Murray, and Kulak and Tyson Barrie. All four are fine NHL 
defencemen. They form two quality pairs. Neither duo is likely to strike 
fear in top offensive players. 

Though the Flames lost two 40-goal scorers, they still have at least two 
lines that can put the puck in the net — maybe three. The Oilers defence 
could be in tough. At least the coaching staff has last change on 
Saturday. 

Why is the Battle of Alberta the NHL’s best rivalry? 

JM: It checks off a ton of boxes that go beyond being in the same 
province and having decades of animosity. They just played each other 
in the postseason. 

A handful of the league’s rivalries feature one team that is wildly better 
than the other (but it doesn’t mean the favourite wins every time). In this 
scenario, both Alberta teams are playoff teams with aspirations to go 
beyond just making it to the big dance. Some pundits have pinned either 
team as Cup finalists, or even outright winners. Some of the league’s 
best players are featured in the rivalry. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly: they genuinely dislike each other. 
Even in the preseason. 

The biggest downside is that we’ll only get to see three editions of the 
BoA this year and the last one will come on Dec. 27 in Calgary. We’ll only 
get to see it twice on “Hockey Night in Canada” this season. Perhaps it’s 
by design and will only whet our appetite if these teams come together in 
a playoff rematch next spring. 

DNB: This isn’t the 1980s where one of the team teams played in the 
Stanley Cup Final each year for eight consecutive seasons ending in 
1990. The Oilers got there six times and won the trophy all but once. The 
Flames were 1-1 in the championship series. 

Smythe Division playoff matches were the de facto conference final and 
blood shed flowed like water. Those teams hated each other. 

We’re not quite at that level yet, but the temperature seems to have been 
getting steadily hotter from the moment Tkachuk levelled Kassian. 

We’ve seen a goalie fight between Smith and Cam Talbot, two men who 
played on both sides of the battle. We’ve seen fisticuffs from Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Sean Monahan, two players known more for their 
work on the power play than packing a powerful punch. Oh, and then 
there was that epic playoff series. 

There’s been plenty of roster turnover recently. Maybe, just maybe, 
things will cool off. Not bloody likely. There are still pests on both sides 
like Kane and Kadri. 

That both teams are among the league’s elite means there’s a ton to play 
for, too. That usually ratchets the tension up a notch or two. 
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SNAPSHOTS: Kadri nets goal, assist to lead Flames to victory over arch-
rival Oilers 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

13-17 minutes 16/10/2022 

 

EDMONTON — Maybe Brett Kulak forgot to remove his skate-guards. 
Maybe he didn’t double-knot his laces. 

Nazem Kadri didn’t stop to ask. 

Saturday’s Battle of Alberta was essentially decided in the opening 10 
minutes and change. The Calgary Flames erupted for four early tallies, 
highlighted by a comical sequence that resulted in Kadri’s first snipe on 
behalf of his new crew. 

The 32-year-old centre introduced himself to this storied rivalry with a 
goal and an assist and the Flames ultimately managed to hang on for a 
4-3 victory over the Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Place. 

With his squad already up one, Kadri was hauling the puck through the 
neutral zone when Kulak simply toppled over, an unassisted wipeout that 
allowed his opponent to cruise past. 

The Flames’ prized free-agent signing made the most of a partial 
breakaway, sliding a shot through Jack Campbell’s five-hole. 

“I just tried to skate faster, that’s really what happened,” Kadri said 
afterward. “I saw he was going down and I just tried to put on the jets and 
luckily it came out with a chance and I was able to finish.” 

On his next shift, Kadri cut with authority to the net and then watched as 
his linemate Andrew Mangiapane cashed the rebound. That made Kadri 
just the eighth skater, on either side, to post multiple points in their first 
career appearance in the Battle of Alberta. After plenty of nail-biting on 
couches across Calgary, it also stood as the game-winner. 

In a surprise start, Dan Vladar sealed the victory with two clutch stops in 
the final moments. 

“I gotta look at a video,” Vladar said after a 26-save performance. “I think 
the clock was paused a little bit because those last five seconds felt like 
45. It was so long.” 

Remember that Kadri, who received his Stanley Cup ring this week, is 
the only guy in Calgary’s lineup who beat the Oilers in a playoff series 
last spring. 

For the rest of them, this was an opportunity to earn at least a sliver of 
revenge for that second-round kiss-off from Connor McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl and the rest of their provincial foes. In the early stages, they 
seemed to be blowing off some frustration. 

Michael Stone piled up three points — all coming in his first four shifts — 
and Mikael Backlund also buried for the Flames, who opened a new 
campaign with consecutive wins for the first time since 2009. 

Backlund started the first-period outburst in Edmonton, sinking a rebound 
just 1:13 after the anthems. 

While Cody Ceci soon tied it up for the home-side, it was even for barely 
a minute before Stone walloped a slapper through traffic after an 
offensive-zone faceoff. 

That’s when Kadri made his mark, capitalizing on Kulak’s blunder. He 
nearly scored a second after an awkward change by the hosts, and 
Mangiapane arrived at the doorstep to clean up the leftovers. That strike 
spelled the end of the night for Edmonton’s new netminder. Campbell 
was hooked after allowing four goals on 11 shots. 

The Oilers started to crank up the heat with a second-period pair — 
McDavid polished off a nifty no-look pass from Evander Kane for a 
power-play goal and then Ryan McLeod tucked one just inside the post 
— but the Flames were more stingy in the third. 

They allowed just eight shots in the final frame. Vladar did his part by 
denying both Draisaitl and Kane in the final seconds. 

“He was awesome,” Stone said. “He’s been so good ever since the start 
of training camp and going back into last season. He works so hard, and 
he battles on every puck. We like playing in front of him. Both of our 
guys, you can’t say enough good things about them.” 
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Oct 15, 2022; Edmonton, Alberta, CAN; Calgary Flames goaltender Dan 
Vladar (80) makes a save while Edmonton Oilers forward Warren 
Foegele (37) looks for a rebound during the first period at Rogers Place. 

Flames coach Darryl Sutter was impressed with the effort in Edmonton, 
saying “we played a really strong game.” 

Kadri was particularly pleased with the way they buckled down after the 
Oilers trimmed the deficit. 

“At the end of the day, we put ourselves in a good position heading into 
the third period on the road against a good team, and we’re happy with 
the way we played,” Kadri said. “I think it shows a lot of maturity. We 
have a mature group in here and I don’t think anyone really hit the panic 
button. I think that’s what the season is all about. It’s a rollercoaster of 
emotions — you’re going to be up a couple, you’re going to be down a 
couple … Either way, you just have to find that balance and continue to 
push forward.” 

Sutter revealed prior to Saturday’s showdown with the Oilers that he 
doesn’t want his backup goaltender to go long stretches between starts 
this season. 

That followed the unexpected news that Vladar, rather than Vezina 
Trophy finalist Jacob Markstrom, would be getting the nod in this late 
date on Hockey Night in Canada. 

“Our theme coming into the season … There’s 26 weeks in our season 
and we want to make sure that Vladar gets a game a week,” Sutter 
explained, reminding that Markstrom had missed a practice due to illness 
prior to the home-opener. “It’s just the way this month works. To be quite 
honest, when Marky was under the weather last game, we thought about 
playing (Vladar) against Colorado and then Marky here. But he chose 
Game 1, so this is Game 2.” 

Sutter isn’t usually so forthcoming about his puck-stopping plan, but he 
likely wanted to avoid any speculation that Markstrom was on the bench 
because he’d been shelled by the Oilers during that second-round series 
in the spring. 

Many have been wondering if the Flames would lean a little more on the 
Vladar in 2022-23, not only because the 25-year-old from the Czech 
Republic has proven capable — and was stellar in exhibition action this 
fall — but because it would lighten the workload for their go-to guy. 

Markstrom was tapped for 63 starts last winter, tied for third-most among 
all NHL netminders. If his sidekick does, indeed, get a game a week, the 
Swedish stalwart would top out at 56. 

In 19 starts for the Flames as a rookie, Vladar posted a solid stat-line — 
13 wins, a 2.75 goals-against average and a .906 save percentage. 

He learned prior to Friday’s practice that he’d be between the pipes 
against the Oilers. After backstopping his squad to victory at Rogers 
Place, he told reporters that he hadn’t caught wind of Sutter’s comments 
about his potential for more playing time in his second campaign in 
Cowtown. 

“That’s why I’m here. I’m here to play my best and help the team every 
single time I get the call,” Vladar said. “I didn’t even know that coach said 
that but if he said that, it’s great for me. But obviously I have to perform 
well every single time I get the call.” 

AROUND THE BOARDS 

This was, believe it or not, the Flames’ only trip to Edmonton during the 
82-game schedule. The Oilers will pay two visits to the Saddledome. 
“After the second period, all the guys were saying, ‘Hey, this is our last 
20 minutes in the regular season here. Let’s do everything to bring those 
two points home,’ ” Vladar said. “It’s a tough building to play in, obviously 
a great team, but I think today we showed heart and we battled” … Stuart 
Skinner was superb in relief for the Oilers, racking up 31 saves … Prior 
to Stone’s early show-off in Edmonton, the last Flames defenceman to 
notch three points in a single period was Robyn Regehr in 2007. “Feels 
pretty good,” Stone said. “Not as good as the win, but it’s nice to 

contribute. That third one, I didn’t really do anything, though. Just kind of 
got my stick in the way” … With the faceoff win on Stone’s strike, fourth-
line centre Kevin Rooney collected his first point in Calgary’s colours … 
The Flames will roll this season with a cast of four alternate captains — 
Backlund and Chris Tanev are holdovers, while Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Elias Lindholm are new to Calgary’s letter-wearing leadership crew. 
Huberdeau previously wore an ‘A’ for the Florida Panthers. “I’ve been in 
the league for 10-plus years and was a leader in Florida. I want to come 
here and do the same thing,” Huberdeau said. “There’s a lot of great 
leaders in the room. Even guys who don’t have an ‘A,’ they’re still 
leaders. But it’s nice to get the confidence from Darryl.” 

OFF THE GLASS 

It was a milestone night for Flames rearguard Rasmus Andersson, now 
with 300 big-league appearances on his resume … You probably heard 
about the pre-season poll that, according to a so-called ‘beauty-
technology analysis,’ declared that Edmonton’s Jay Woodcroft is the 
NHL’s most handsome head coach and Sutter is second. Asked after 
morning skate at Rogers Place about this Battle-of-the-Best-Looking-
Bosses, Sutter protested the results. “In the province,” he quipped. “And 
then I’m sure that’s subject to debate too, because there’s a lot of 
coaches here. Heck, there will be 18,000 tonight” … While the Flames 
are off Sunday, the Saddledome will be busy — the AHL’s Calgary 
Wranglers hosts the Coachella Valley Firebirds in their opener, a 1 p.m. 
puck-drop … The Flames start an eight-game homestand Tuesday 
against the Vegas Golden Knights (7 p.m., Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 
The Fan) … Sonny Milano will reportedly ink a one-year deal with the 
Washington Capitals. The free-agent forward attended training camp in 
Calgary on a tryout but wasn’t offered a contract. 
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Hometown kid Matthew Phillips fired up for Wranglers’ season-opener 

Matthew Phillips already counted himself lucky. 

This only adds to it. 

Phillips is pushing for a shot with the Flames. As he continues that quest, 
the local lad will skate onto the Saddledome ice on Sunday afternoon as 
a first-line forward and a should-be fan-favourite for his newest 
hometown team — the American Hockey League’s Calgary Wranglers. 

The Flames’ farm club was moved north after a seven-season stint in 
Stockton, Calif., highlighted by a run last spring to the Calder Cup 
semifinals. 

“To play pro hockey in itself is a blessing, let alone to be in my hometown 
and always having familiar faces in the crowd … ” Phillips beamed. “I 
think it’s such a cool opportunity. It’s going to be tough to have many bad 
days this year knowing how fortunate I am.” 

Sunday will a special day. The Wranglers debut in a matinee matchup 
against the Coachella Valley Firebirds (1 p.m., Saddledome). 

Phillips will be skating alongside a pair of first-round picks — Jakob 
Pelletier and Connor Zary — on what should be a dangerous top trio. 

Darryl Sutter’s son, Brett, will be setting an example as captain. 
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Dustin Wolf, the AHL’s reigning goaltender of the year and arguably the 
Flames’ most promising prospect at any position, will be between the 
pipes. 

And who knows … maybe the next Matthew Phillips will be sitting in the 
stands? 

Now 24, the wee right-winger is a graduate of the Bow Valley minor 
hockey association and the Bisons/Buffaloes AAA program. As a puck-
crazed kid, he has fond memories of attending Hitmen games. “When 
Stoney (Michael Stone) was on the team, that’s when I had season-
tickets,” he recalled. “I watched him rip slap-shots while I was hammering 
popcorn in the stands.” 

“I know we’re going to play hard and the way that our coaching staff goes 
about their business, we’re not going to take any nights off,” Phillips 
promised as the Wranglers prepared to start a 72-game regular-season 
slate, which continues with Monday’s rematch against the Firebirds. “Just 
for fans in Calgary to be able to see prospects and see players that are 
going to be with the big club eventually, I think that’s pretty cool. 

“Most people that I talk to, they’ve been asking about how the new team 
is shaping up and when the season starts and such. Everybody seems 
very interested in coming to a game, and I think it’s going to be a great 
product. 

“I think there’s just so much good that is going to come from having the 
farm team in the city.” 

As the opener approached, Phillips was still trying to firm up how many 
tickets he’d need for loved ones and friends. 

What’s especially significant for the Flames-of-the-future, regardless of 
where they were raised, is what other familiar faces will frequently be 
spotted at the rink. 

With their top affiliate now headquartered in Calgary, general manager 
Brad Treliving will be able to watch the could-be call-ups on a regular 
basis. 

It wouldn’t be a surprise to see Darryl Sutter in the building, not only to 
support his son — Brett signed an AHL-level contract with the Wranglers 
— but also to get a live glimpse of the potential reinforcements. 

“Management keeps tabs on minor-league teams when they’re far away, 
no doubt,” Phillips said. “But when you’re in the same city and you can go 
to a practice or go to a game and watch guys for yourself, it’s just that 
much better and I think it benefits everybody. Not that anyone would 
necessarily take a day-off in the past situation, but I think it’s definitely a 
chance now to prove yourself every day. You know they are always 
watching.” 

Phillips was the leading scorer last winter in Stockton, piling up 31 goals 
and 68 points in 65 showings. 

He was proud to learn this past week that he’ll have an ‘A’ stitched on his 
jersey with the Wranglers. The ultimate goal, however, is to wear that 
Flaming C on his chest. 

“I came into training camp with the goal of making the team and it’s 
obviously disappointing and not news that you want to get when you’re 
going down,” said Phillips, now entering his fifth professional campaign 
and with just one NHL appearance on his resume so far. “But I think I can 
just really continue to grow my game. I think I had a good individual 
season last year, but I still think I can rise higher than what I showed. 

“Overall, just try to help the team win and try to have an impact on the 
game every night. That’s something I always strive for, and it doesn’t 
necessarily have to be putting the puck in the net. I think it’s just doing 
the right things and being a leader and letting the rest take care of itself.” 
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Calgary Flames backup Dan Vladar will be between the pipes for 
Saturday’s Battle of Alberta.  

Many were surprised to see Vladar, not Jacob Markstrom, in the usual 
starter’s net at morning skate at Rogers Place in Edmonton, but coach 
Darryl Sutter indicated it will be more of a common occurrence 
throughout the 2022-23 campaign.  

“Our theme coming in … There’s 26 weeks in our season and we want to 
make sure that Vladar gets a game a week,” Sutter explained prior to this 
Hockey Night in Canada clash against the Oilers. “It’s just the way this 
month works. Quite honest, when Marky was under the weather last 
game, we thought about playing (Vladar) against Colorado and then 
Marky here. But he chose Game 1, so this is Game 2.”  

Vladar made 19 starts for the Flames in 2021-22. He collected 13 wins 
and posted a 2.75 goals-against average and .906 save percentage.  

Both the Flames and Oilers are 1-0. Markstrom made 22 saves in 
Thursday’s season-opener at the Saddledome, a 5-3 triumph over the 
Colorado Avalanche. 

“Last year, I felt good about how my game developed. I think I helped the 
team and it was awesome learning from and working with Marky,” the 25-
year-old Vladar told Flames.com during the pre-season. “This year, 
nothing changes. You’re always trying to get better, to push your partner 
and help your team win games.  

“Whenever they need me, I’ll be ready. It’s on me to show what I have 
and every time I get a chance, I’m thankful for the opportunity.”  
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The Flames have a lot to clean up, yet have 2 wins over contending 
teams 
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EDMONTON — The final few moments of Saturday night’s Battle of 
Alberta were chaotic, imperfect and scrambly. When a high-octane 
offence like the Edmonton Oilers is looking to pounce for a goal, you will 
find yourself at your most desperate moments to save a goal. It explains 
why Daniel Vladar was rolling around in his crease and eventually on his 
back to keep the puck out of his goal. It worked. 

“Those last five seconds felt like 45,” Vladar said, relieved. “It was so 
long.” 

In a way, the finish sort of summed up in full the Flames’ first two games 
of the season against Cup contenders Colorado and Edmonton. A lot to 
clean up, but the Flames still got the job done against teams they will be 
compared to if they want to be taken seriously around the league. Both 
games saw the Flames jump out to fast starts. But while the Avalanche’s 
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comeback attempt only bore fruit much too late in the contest, the Oilers’ 
second period saw them score twice to cut their deficit to one goal. 

But the Flames still won both. 

“We got off to a great start, they pushed back in the second,” Nazem 
Kadri said. “It was a pretty good third period. At the end of the day we put 
ourselves in a good position in the third period on the road against a 
good team, and I’m happy with the way we played.” 

So, what exactly do the Flames need to be better at? The Flames’ 
defending can be solid at stifling attacks and pushing oncoming forwards 
to the wing, but they aren’t without lapses. A scramble on a broken play 
led to Cody Ceci scoring for Edmonton in the first period. The Flames’ 
only penalty came following a neutral zone turnover and eventually led to 
Connor McDavid scoring after nobody picked him up in front of the goal. 
Finally, a Ryan McLeod goal from a close, yet tight angle trickled through 
Vladar after the Flames couldn’t clear the zone following a defensive 
zone faceoff loss. 

Offensively speaking, the Flames’ top line is still trying to find its rhythm 
together. Jonathan Huberdeau was held pointless and had one shot on 
goal. He had two prime opportunities in front of net where he could’ve 
buried chances but failed to corral passes. Elias Lindholm was a poor 38 
percent from the faceoff dot, including a 33 percent in the offensive zone. 
Toffoli also had only one shot on net and was the only forward to be in 
the minuses in the plus/minus category (for those who still like that 
statistic). The Flames did convert a power-play goal thanks to Kadri’s 
burst of speed and Brett Kulak’s flat feet that failed him but weren’t as 
trigger-happy when they set up in the offensive zone. They sometimes 
showed hesitancy, either by holding on to the puck a second too long or 
just failing to cleanly receive a pass. Only one line — the Flames’ fourth 
line of Milan Lucic, Kevin Rooney and Brett Ritchie — had a faceoff win 
rate of over 50 percent in the offensive zone. 

These criticisms could be seen as nitpicky details for sure. The Flames 
are also two games into their season and they’ve won those two games 
not simply by the skin of their teeth but they’ve earned those wins. The 
Avalanche were coming off the second night of a back-to-back after 
celebrating their Cup win, but the Oilers weren’t. But in a full 82-games 
season, those are details they will need to fix against those two specific 
teams. Especially if their offences continue to be as potent as they are. 

That being said, we cannot ignore the good from the Flames either. On 
Saturday morning, when he was asked about how his team’s centre 
depth — a distinct area that improved this offseason — would fare 
against a team like Edmonton, he brushed back at that query. 

“The strength of the division is in the middle of the ice,” Sutter said. “It’s 
not the Flames or the Oilers. If you want to compete in this division, you 
want to be a playoff team, then you have to have strength down the 
middle.” 

Sure enough, both Kadri and Mikael Backlund were among the goal 
scorers in the four-goal first period. 

“It’s important,” Backlund said after practice Saturday. “Edmonton has 
really good centremen. So we have to do a good job against them. You 
know, Darryl, the times he won in L.A., they were really deep down the 
middle. They were very successful. You look at most teams that win, 
they’re deep down the middle.” 

The Flames’ offence also exposed a leaky Oilers defence that couldn’t 
clear pucks from their zone and was helpless against the Flames offence 
in the first. Meanwhile, the Flames defensive structure saved their best 
performance for the final frame, holding the Oilers to eight shots and 
making Vladar’s life much easier before the late flurry of chances near 
the end of the game. The Flames recognized the urgency in front of 
them; Saturday’s game was the only time they’ll be at Rogers Place all 
season and they wanted to preserve the win (a first in Edmonton since 
April 2021). 

Vladar surprised a few people when he was in the starter’s net at 
morning skate Saturday, but Sutter explained that he wants his backup to 

get one game a week. It didn’t help that regular starter Jacob Markstrom 
was battling an illness throughout the week. Vladar had a solid 
preseason and picked up where he left off with a 26-save performance 
despite allowing three goals. 

“It’s a tough building to play in,” Vladar said. “Obviously, (the Oilers are a) 
great team. But I think, today, we showed heart and we battled.” 

In a limited sample size, the Flames have shown that their offence can 
score when needed but still have to clamp down on a few mistakes 
against teams that are capable of striking back nearly at will. On both 
occasions, the Flames sealed the deal. It is early in their season and 
there is more time for them to practice and clean up the mistakes they’ve 
made across two games, just like there’s time for both Colorado and 
Edmonton to improve. For Calgary, they’d much rather be up with two 
wins in their season while noticing their errors instead of being behind the 
eight ball without a win. 
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Duhatschek: Nazem Kadri Flames observations, the Kraken’s 
improvements, the Kings’ struggle 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

14-18 minutes 14/10/2022 

 

Let’s start with the past before dipping into the present with Nazem Kadri, 
because the past — in the form of the visiting Colorado Avalanche — 
was on hand Thursday night as he made his debut for the Calgary 
Flames, his new NHL team. 

A day earlier, the Avalanche had raised the banner, honoring their 2022 
Stanley Cup championship win, where Kadri was a critical, contributing 
piece. 

As luck would have it, Jack Johnson, the ex-Av defenceman, was on 
hand, with the Chicago Blackhawks, so he could witness the ceremony in 
person. Kadri had to watch from afar. But after the Avs dispatched the 
Blackhawks, they flew to Calgary, checked into their hotel just before 4 
a.m., and were back on the ice later that night against the Flames. 

Kadri, wearing No. 91, was the final player introduced in the traditional 
first game of the season ceremonies. Kadri put in 17:43 of work, assisted 
on the eventual game winner in a 5-3 Calgary victory and afterwards was 
presented with his Stanley Cup ring by former teammates Nathan 
MacKinnon, Cale Makar and Mikko Rantanen. 

It’s an enormous knuckle duster, which included 660 diamonds, and 
came in a storage case that looked designed and destined for a safety 
deposit someday. Kadri was wearing it — and a big smile — when he 
met with the press after the game. And there was a lot to sift through 
here. 

Oddsmakers have Calgary and Colorado as two of the heavier betting 
favorites to meet in the Western Conference finals. If such a thing were 
to ever take place — and it wouldn’t happen until late May of 2023 — that 
would be a match made in hockey heaven, based on what we saw 
Thursday. To get these two powerhouses playing against each other so 
early in the season was a serendipitous bit of luck, because the 2022-23 
NHL schedule had long been unveiled before Kadri signed a seven-year, 
$49 million contract to join the Flames in mid-August. 

Kadri had lingered on the free-agent market for most of the summer, 
priced out of Colorado by the constraints of the salary cap. Eventually, he 
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landed in Calgary, as the latest piece of a massively rejigged Flames’ 
offseason puzzle. 

There’s a temptation to examine the current state of the Flames and say 
they turned the page this offseason, following the departures of three 
long-term members of the team’s core (Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew 
Tkachuk and Sean Monahan) — all after they lost a fourth franchise 
mainstay, Mark Giordano, to the Seattle Kraken in the 2021 NHL 
expansion draft. 

All four began their careers in Calgary, collectively accumulated 2,638 
games in their respective organizational tenures, and represented the 
nucleus of a team that produced more than a few decent regular seasons 
followed by more than a few underwhelming playoffs. 

But let’s state this clearly. When you move on from a quartet that had 
such an impact, all in a 13-month span, that’s not simply turning a page. 

That’s shredding the whole book. 

Nor was this a planned makeover, or general manager Brad Treliving 
simply responding to the wishes of an aggrieved group of fans, who 
thought the Flames would never win in the playoffs with that core. 

This was Treliving managing by the seat of his pants. Clever managing. 
Desperate managing. But in a summer that began with an organization 
that looked to be going completely off the rails, the Flames started the 
regular season, with a level of optimism that would have been hard to 
imagine on the opening day of free agency when Gaudreau notified the 
team he was leaving. A few days later, Tkachuk also communicated his 
desire not to remain with the Flames beyond the final year of his contract. 
So for Treliving to turn around and fill in the resulting gaps with Kadri, 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Mackenzie Weegar has turned them into an 
interesting work-in-progress. 

Opening night, against a Colorado team that looked emotionally wilted for 
the first half of the game, showed promise. 

Unsurprisingly, the Avs didn’t have their legs early after a difficult travel 
experience. Calgary raced off to a 5-1 lead, and it could have gotten ugly, 
except that MacKinnon, Makar and Co. found a burst of energy down the 
stretch and made it interesting. 

Colorado pushed back hard. It was a credit to coach Jared Bednar that 
he didn’t wave the white flag of surrender and sit his key players. Instead, 
he pushed them out, shift after shift, so that Makar finished with over 26 
minutes played, MacKinnon over 21 and Val Nichkuskin with an eye-
popping total of 23:51 for a forward. This was high drama, down the 
stretch, for an early season game, that wasn’t really decided until the Avs 
took an offensive-zone penalty with 20 seconds to go. 

Now, reading too much into anything that happens in the first week of the 
season can be perilous — because the teams that bumbled out of the 
gate have time to tweak and teach between now and April. 

In my experience, the one exception to that general rule of thumb is there 
is great value for any offseason addition to get off on the right foot. 

You want to get that first point and first win, out of the way quickly, to 
ease some of the pressure of expectation that can build on expensive, 
highly visible newcomers. And so, for Kadri and his two fellow 
newcomers, Huberdeau and Weegar, it was mission accomplished. Kadri 
and Huberdeau had an assist apiece. Weegar contributed two. Flames’ 
defenseman Rasmus Andersson summed it neatly: You get on the 
scoresheet early and then you “don’t have to think about it anymore.” 

It was reasonable to wonder what the Flames might look like in the 
opener. They’d had this bizarre stretch — of 12 consecutive losses in 
home-opening games — so history wasn’t on their side. 

Moroever, they’d had an uneven exhibition season and looked decidedly 
unsettled. But once the puck dropped for real, coach Darryl Sutter had 
them playing the system pretty well. The structure was OK. They got a 
goal from the fourth line early and the best line overall was Kadri’s. 

Sutter officially recorded his 700th career win as an NHL coach, which 
moved him into a tie for 10th place overall with Mike Babcock. Sutter 
tends to speak plainly about all manner of things, and it was clear the 
one thing he wanted to see happen in training camp — finding a winger 
to complement Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane on the second line — 
didn’t happen via the PTO route, with Sonny Milano failing to impress. 
They’ll be examining available options throughout the season, but the 
urgency will lessen if the first Plan B, Dillon Dube, plays as well on the 
line as he did in the opener. 

As for Kadri, this was an impressive debut. It could have been a nervous 
night. Instead, he was playing his usual abrasive style, bumping up 
against his former teammates, matching up against MacKinnon in the 
faceoff circle, looking just like the sort of player the Flames tried — 
unsuccessfully — acquiring from the Toronto Maple Leafs years earlier. 
(That story’s been told before that Kadri vetoed a possible trade to 
Calgary for TJ Brodie because he thought exercising his no-trade clause 
would mean he could keep playing in Toronto) 

Instead, Toronto traded him to Colorado and last June, that resulted in a 
happily-ever-after ending for Kadri. 

This time, the move to Calgary wasn’t in someone else’s hands. It was in 
Kadri’s. He’s made it clear it was, first and foremost, about being wanted. 
Naturally, the dollars and term contributed, as does the chance to win 
again. But the pitch was important, too, and among the different skills 
required to be an effective manager, Treliving has — first and foremost 
— proven to be an adept salesman. 

So Calgary got off to a nice start and the same could really be said of 
Colorado as well. They enter the new season with no Kadri and no Andre 
Burakovsky (now with the Kraken) and with captain Gabriel Landeskog 
still convalescing from off-season surgery. So they’re still sorting things 
out as well. One of the few downsides of Thursday’s game was that we 
didn’t get to see the fascinating experiment underway with their second 
power-play unit, which consists of two forwards (Alex Newhook and Evan 
Rodrigues) plus three defencemen (Devon Toews, Samuel Girard and 
Bowen Byram). 

We’ve seen situations in the past when a team would try a big-bodied 
defenceman, such as Zdeno Chara, as a net-front presence, but the Avs 
have all three at the top of the umbrella. The experiment isn’t likely to last 
much beyond Landeskog’s return, but it is something to see — a sure 
sign that the strength of the defending champions is going to be the skill 
of the team’s blue line, which is unmatched anywhere else around the 
league. 

Kraken showing improvements 

Like Colorado, Seattle played twice in two nights, first in Anaheim, where 
the Kraken had a 4-2 lead midway through the third period, before losing 
in overtime to the Ducks. And then the next night, winning 4-1 against the 
now 0-2 Kings. So three of a possible four points for the second-year 
team and overall, except for the meltdown in the second half of the third 
period against the Ducks, looking far more competitive than they were a 
year ago. 

It helps that Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand (added from Columbus) 
add two established NHL scorers to a team that simply didn’t have the 
offensive pop to compete a year ago. 

At the moment, the Kraken have the 2022 No. 4 pick, Shane Wright, on 
the roster, but it’s clear they’ll be spooling out his usage judiciously. 
Wright dressed for the opener, but played only 6:14, and he was 
watching from the press box against the Kings, replaced in the lineup by 
Morgan Geekie. 

Wright’s ice time in the opener was diminished in part because there was 
so much special teams play in the opener, and his linemate on the fourth 
line, Ryan Donato, is part of one of the team’s two power-play units. So a 
lot of skipped shifts for Wright, as a result. 

By moving Wright in and out of the lineup early, the Kraken can extend 
that nine-game evaluation window in which they can determine if he’s 
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NHL ready or not. Ideally, they want him up for the season, but it makes 
no sense to burn a year of his entry-level contract if he isn’t. Time is on 
their side. 

It’s a different story for their 2021 first-rounder Matty Beniers, whose 
status as the Calder Trophy front-runner is not a mistake. Beniers played 
19:55 in the opener, 17:06 in the second game, and picked up points in 
both games. There’s a maturity to Beniers’ game that makes him 
unusually precocious. 

He made his NHL debut at the end of last season and in 12 NHL games 
thus far, he has scored points in 11 of them. According to @NHLstats, 
that has only previously been accomplished by two teenagers in league 
history: Joe Sakic and Jonathan Toews. Beniers will turn 20 on Nov. 5. 

One other small side note from Seattle. Martin Jones got the start in goal 
against the Kings, where he broke in as an NHLer during the 2013-14 
season as Jonathan Quick’s understudy, and stopped 26 of 27 shots in 
the victory over his former mentor. 

Only a power-play goal by Alex Iafallo eluded Jones, who landed in 
Seattle as Philipp Grubauer’s backup because Chris Driedger was 
injured at the world championships last spring and won’t be ready to play 
until January at the earliest. 

Jones won 12 games as Carter Hart’s backup last year in Philadelphia 
(only one fewer than Hart actually) and has had a rocky time of it the last 
few seasons. 

But as recently as the 2016 playoffs on behalf of San Jose, Jones led 
NHL goalies in postseason minutes played, games played and shutouts 
(three), while posting a 2.16 goals-against average. It will be interesting 
to see if a season, playing far below the NHL radar screen, will coax a 
bounce-back performance out of Jones. 

Kings struggle out of the gate 

One team that looked decidedly out of sorts early is Los Angeles, who 
were arguably the biggest surprise story of last season, unexpectedly 
making the playoffs, despite a rash of injuries (over 400 man-games lost, 
including 43 by star defenseman Drew Doughty). So with all hands on 
deck and with Kevin Fiala in the fold, it should — theoretically — be 
onwards and upwards. 

Instead, at home, first against a speedy-looking Vegas team, then a 
dogged, hardworking Seattle squad, they were guilty of one mental error 
after another. Fiala had a tough debut, took a bad penalty, played only 
15:24 and finished minus-1 against the Golden Knights. He was minus-2 
in 18:57 of action versus the Kraken and looked like a player trying to do 
too much — a common mistake for a newcomer to a team who signed a 
big contract. 

His homecoming game comes Saturday in Minnesota, where he thrived 
for the Wild last season. That should be fun, given how the Wild will also 
be smarting after a crushing loss to the Rangers in their opener. 

Against Vegas, the Kings wasted a brilliant goaltending performance 
from Quick, who started both games. At some point, the Kings will have 
to get Cal Petersen in there, although Peterson had a rough go of it in the 
exhibition season, as he’s starting the first year of his big contract 
extension (three years, $5 million). Quick, at age 36, still looks capable of 
playing at a reasonably high level, but the days of playing 4,000-plus 
minutes in a season are surely over. 

Same probably in Minnesota, where Marc-Andre Fleury turns 38 next 
month. The Wild need Filip Gustavsson, who replaces Cam Talbot, to be 
capable of handling a decent workload and providing wins when he’s 
between the pipes. 

Is Vegas back? 

The Kings made the playoffs ahead of Vegas and chances are, the two 
teams will be in a battle for a postseason spot right down to the wire. Two 
games in, Vegas — under new coach Bruce Cassidy — looks both fast 
and defensively aware. 

Jack Eichel looked great against the Kings — he could have had a 
monster scoring night had Quick not been so sharp. For now, anyway, 
he’s playing with Phil Kessel and Reilly Smith. Mark Stone, who had the 
winner, was on the second line and looks healthy, which will be a key, 
and two-thirds of the Original Golden Misfits line, William Karlsson and 
Jonathan Marchessault showed good chemistry, playing with Michael 
Amadio. 

The defense isn’t Colorado deep, but it is solid. Unquestionably, the most 
heartening piece of news is that two games in, Logan Thompson sits 
atop the goaltending charts, with two wins, a .947 save percentage, and 
the first shutout of the NHL season. If the goaltending, in the absence of 
Robert Lehner, holds up, then the Golden Knights are going to slowly win 
you over. That us-against-the-world mindset that characterized their first 
season is weirdly back in place again. 

Vegas has a lot of questions to answer this year, but the early returns 
look quite promising. 
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Get your popcorn ready. Have a couple of beverages of choice nearby, 
too. 

The first installment of the Battle of Alberta takes place in Edmonton on 
Saturday — and you won’t want to miss it. Unbelievably, it’s one of just 
three matchups this season and the only one to take place in the 
province’s capital. 

That’s tough for fans, especially after these bitter rivals faced each other 
in an epic playoff series that featured a little bit of everything. Other than 
not going the full seven games, the first head-to-head postseason battle 
in 31 years lived up to the billing. 

The two teams enter the season as presumptive Western Conference 
powerhouses that are expected to contend for the Pacific Division’s top 
spot yet again. Last season, the Oilers stormed out of the gate but were 
tracked down by the Flames during their December and January swoon. 
Calgary never looked back, claiming the division crown by seven points. 

That is all ancient history. The slate is wiped for now. On the eve of the 
first tilt of 2022-23, The Athletic’s Julian McKenzie and Daniel Nugent-
Bowman provide a tale of the tape. 

Why should each team be even better than last season? 

Julian McKenzie: The Flames have shored up their centre depth and now 
have three quality centres who can go up against top-notch players, 
including teams like the Oilers that have the firepower they have up front. 
The Flames are genuinely in a better place with Elias Lindholm, Nazem 
Kadri and Mikael Backlund as their top three. Even Kevin Rooney as a 
4C can provide some stability. 

Calgary’s defence corps is stacked with depth and looks strong along 
their top four. They have a dependable pairing in Noah Hanifin and 
Rasmus Andersson, one of the better two-way rearguards in MacKenzie 
Weegar and a healthy Christopher Tanev. 

Jacob Markstrom will want to forget the postseason, but he’s still playing 
at a high level and coming off his best regular season ever. 
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Finally, the Flames have Jonathan Huberdeau, who is the best passing 
left winger in the game. His vision will be needed in order for the Flames 
to achieve success and he’s expected to contribute alongside one of the 
best two-way players in Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli, who both know a 
thing or two about putting the puck in the net. 

Calgary is still buying into a defensive, gritty identity that can still lead to 
offence going the other way, and it’s a style that’s favoured for 
postseason play. If Markstrom can hold his end in goal, there’s no telling 
how far the Flames can go as a playoff team. Are the Flames better than 
the Oilers as a regular season team? That’s a question that will be 
answered as the games are played, but the Flames’ roster is built to 
avenge their showing last year. 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman: The Oilers are returning almost their entire 
lineup from the team that reached the Western Conference finals. Most 
of the players who’ve departed aren’t any great loss. 

Ditching Zack Kassian and his contract and letting Josh Archibald walk 
are net positives. Mike Smith had his moments in net, but he’s been 
replaced by a younger, steadier Jack Campbell. Duncan Keith retiring 
represents the most notable subtraction. Backfilling his spot with Brett 
Kulak should make the defence more mobile to start the season, though. 

In addition to the upgrade in net, the Oilers get a full season of Evander 
Kane, who fit splendidly in the top six by scoring at a 42-goal pace in 43 
games. They get a full year of coach Jay Woodcroft, who revamped the 
team’s structure and led the team to a 26-9-3 record (.724 points 
percentage) after being promoted in February. They should also see 
young players like Kailer Yamamoto, Evan Bouchard, Ryan McLeod and 
rookie Dylan Holloway take a step. Oh, and Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl haven’t petered out yet. 

The Oilers are considered contenders for a reason. 

What’s the biggest thing missing from each team? 

JM: The Flames could use another top-nine forward, preferably on the 
wing, who can provide some scoring punch. Calgary tried to make 
something work with Sonny Milano this preseason but he didn’t stick. 
Radim Zohorna failed to make an impression in limited time. Because the 
Flames only have so much cap space, Brad Treliving will have to find a 
way via trade. 

Other than that, maybe star power. The reigning Cup champion Colorado 
Avalanche are built well from top to bottom and have a top-three player in 
Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar, who is the best defenceman in the 
game. The Oilers have a two-headed monster in McDavid and Draisaitl. 
These players carry all the flash but are capable game-breakers in 
moments that matter. 

The Flames, now without 40-goal scorers Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau, have Huberdeau and Kadri to try to make up for it but that will 
take time. The stands at the Saddledome will still have people in 
Gaudreau and Tkachuk jerseys for the foreseeable future. 

DNB: The biggest concern for the Oilers is at the fourth centre position. 
Devin Shore, who was a health scratch throughout the playoff run, played 
sparingly as the 4C in the season opener. Fourth centre isn’t exactly a 
big role in Edmonton. 

That’s a potential area to upgrade — but a minor one at that. If the No. 4 
centre is the primary issue, things are looking pretty, pretty good. 

That’s not to say the Oilers are perfect. The defence will undoubtedly be 
upgraded by the trade deadline. The regular season will provide the data 
that’ll show whether it’s a top-four blueliner or a depth guy that’s needed. 

Up front, it wouldn’t hurt for the Oilers to add someone for the top nine 
just in case there are injuries or underperformance. It probably isn’t a 
necessity at this point. This is the deepest forward group the Oilers have 
had in the McDavid era. 

How confident is each team in their goaltending right now? 

JM: Markstrom is their guy and that isn’t changing anytime soon. That’s 
what happens when you pay a goalie $6 million annually and give him a 
no-movement clause. 

He’s looking to put a bad second-round series behind him and move 
forward as the No. 1. Otherwise, he’s coming off his best year as a pro 
and was a Vezina Trophy finalist. The Flames’ defence corps has also 
improved, making his life easier in net. You can expect him to play 
around 55-60 games this year. 

Dan Vladar has had himself a good preseason and looks like a sturdy 
No. 2 option. In a tale of the tape between these two teams, you’d take 
Calgary’s goaltending over Edmonton’s, even if they improved on Smith 
in favour of Campbell. 

DNB: Very confident. When Smith was on his game, he could be lights 
out — a Vezina Trophy-calibre guy as evidenced by being the league’s 
second star of April and finishing seventh in top-goalie voting in 2021. 
The problem was the dips were vast and the injuries were plenty. 

Campbell was the Oilers’ marquee addition in the offseason. The only 
other players they added were depth defenceman Ryan Murray and 
fourth-line winger Mattias Janmark, who was waived and demoted to the 
AHL for cap reasons. The Oilers are counting on Campbell to take them 
to the next level. 

Campbell, 30, is being earmarked for at least 50 starts with freshman 
Stuart Skinner picking up the scraps. It’s the first time since 2017-18 that 
the Oilers aren’t planning to run a tandem between the pipes. 

The organization sees Campbell as a reliable netminder with excellent 
rebound control. To a man, the players, coaches and executives love 
Campbell’s demeanour and competitiveness. 

“He’s a popular teammate,” Woodcroft said this week. “It seems to me 
that people really enjoy being around him. 

“When a group of players want to play for their goalie, I think that’s a little 
bit of a competitive advantage rather than having to play with somebody. 
To me, the way Jack is as a person, inspires people to play for him.” 

What’s the most intriguing matchup battle to watch for? 

JM: Whoever the Flames will play against McDavid. Backlund has drawn 
that assignment in the past, but the Flames now have Kadri as a viable 
option to face off against him. He’ll have already played a game against 
MacKinnon to prepare himself. In any game against the Oilers, your best 
bet is to slow the offence down and let someone not named McDavid or 
Draisaitl beat you. Kadri will be tasked with keeping McDavid in check 
while providing offence at the other hand alongside quick and pesky 
linemates like Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube. 

DNB: The Oilers have their shutdown defence pair of Darnell Nurse and 
Cody Ceci locked in. They’ve been a pair Woodcroft and assistant coach 
Dave Manson have used basically without fail since they joined the 
Oilers. Nurse and Ceci take on the toughest minutes and face the 
strongest competition at five-on-five. 

After that, the Oilers don’t really have a staunch defensive pair between 
Bouchard and Murray, and Kulak and Tyson Barrie. All four are fine NHL 
defencemen. They form two quality pairs. Neither duo is likely to strike 
fear in top offensive players. 

Though the Flames lost two 40-goal scorers, they still have at least two 
lines that can put the puck in the net — maybe three. The Oilers defence 
could be in tough. At least the coaching staff has last change on 
Saturday. 

Why is the Battle of Alberta the NHL’s best rivalry? 

JM: It checks off a ton of boxes that go beyond being in the same 
province and having decades of animosity. They just played each other 
in the postseason. 

A handful of the league’s rivalries feature one team that is wildly better 
than the other (but it doesn’t mean the favourite wins every time). In this 
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scenario, both Alberta teams are playoff teams with aspirations to go 
beyond just making it to the big dance. Some pundits have pinned either 
team as Cup finalists, or even outright winners. Some of the league’s 
best players are featured in the rivalry. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly: they genuinely dislike each other. 
Even in the preseason. 

The biggest downside is that we’ll only get to see three editions of the 
BoA this year and the last one will come on Dec. 27 in Calgary. We’ll only 
get to see it twice on “Hockey Night in Canada” this season. Perhaps it’s 
by design and will only whet our appetite if these teams come together in 
a playoff rematch next spring. 

DNB: This isn’t the 1980s where one of the team teams played in the 
Stanley Cup Final each year for eight consecutive seasons ending in 
1990. The Oilers got there six times and won the trophy all but once. The 
Flames were 1-1 in the championship series. 

Smythe Division playoff matches were the de facto conference final and 
blood shed flowed like water. Those teams hated each other. 

We’re not quite at that level yet, but the temperature seems to have been 
getting steadily hotter from the moment Tkachuk levelled Kassian. 

We’ve seen a goalie fight between Smith and Cam Talbot, two men who 
played on both sides of the battle. We’ve seen fisticuffs from Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Sean Monahan, two players known more for their 
work on the power play than packing a powerful punch. Oh, and then 
there was that epic playoff series. 

There’s been plenty of roster turnover recently. Maybe, just maybe, 
things will cool off. Not bloody likely. There are still pests on both sides 
like Kane and Kadri. 

That both teams are among the league’s elite means there’s a ton to play 
for, too. That usually ratchets the tension up a notch or two. 
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NHL finds ‘no evidence’ to substantiate allegations against Lightning’s 
Ian Cole 

 

The Athletic Staff 

15/10/2022 

 

Content warning: This story contains details about alleged sexual 
assault. The content may be difficult to read and emotionally upsetting. 

The NHL announced Saturday that it found no evidence to substantiate 
allegations of sexual assault made against Tampa Bay Lightning 
defenseman Ian Cole on social media earlier this month. 

The Lightning suspended Cole last week pending the results of the 
NHL’s investigation into allegations that he groomed and sexually 
assaulted a woman, starting from when she was a minor in high school. 

The league said its investigation included two separate interviews with 
Cole, as well as interviews with NHL club personnel and “other 
individuals with potentially relevant information.” The NHL says it also 
attempted to make contact with the anonymous source of the social 
media post, but those efforts were unsuccessful. The league now 
considers the matter closed. 

NHL investigation finds no evidence to support anonymous allegations 
against Ian Cole. https://t.co/dsYtgvsk0P pic.twitter.com/z01XFSqXbW 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) October 15, 2022 

Following the NHL’s announcement, the NHLPA released a statement: 

“We are pleased that the situation with Ian Cole is now resolved and that 
the NHL has closed the matter,” the statement said. “However, players 
should never be subject to suspension or discipline in response to 
unsubstantiated and anonymous accusations. Removing a player from 
his team under these circumstances is inappropriate and grossly unfair. 
We are engaging the League in discussions on how to address similar 
situations in the future.” 

The allegations arose via a Twitter post from an account named Emily 
Smith, although the writer said she spoke out anonymously out of fear of 
harassment and retaliation. 

“I was groomed by Ian Cole for four years, starting when I was a minor in 
high school,” the post read. “My first sexual encounter with Ian was when 
I was a minor in high school. He had been playing in the NHL for a few 
years at that point.” 

The woman went on to write that Cole would make derogatory comments 
about her and manipulate her through his messaging. She alleged that 
she later found out about Cole’s involvement with another minor from her 
former high school. 

Cole issued the following statement last week via his agent. 

“I take the allegations made against me today in an anonymous tweet 
very seriously. I completely deny these allegations and will fully 
cooperate with the NHL and the Tampa Bay Lightning, their officials and 
legal departments in the forthcoming investigation,” the statement said. “I 
look forward to clearing my name and demonstrating to the NHL and the 
Tampa Bay Lightning that these allegations are unfounded. I will have no 
further comment until the NHL’s investigation concludes.” 
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The NHL 2022-23 prospects viewing guide: Who to watch in every 
league and country 

 

Scott Wheeler 

15/10/2022 

 

So a new NHL season is here and you want to dedicate more time to 
watching some of the sport’s other top leagues or your favourite team’s 
top prospects, but you find it really hard to keep track of hockey’s 
sprawling domestic and international junior, college and professional 
levels. 

Well, don’t worry, because chances are you ask yourself the same 
questions as a lot of other people: Which players should I be watching? 
Which teams should I be watching? Where can I watch? 

To answer those questions, I’ve put together this viewing guide for the 
2022-23 season, covering every major league and country in the world. 
They are: 

AHL and ECHL 

CHL (OHL, QMJHL, WHL) 

USHL and NTDP 

Tier II junior (BCHL, AJHL, OJHL, etc.) 

NCAA 

High school hockey (Canada and U.S.) 
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Russian hockey (KHL, VHL, MHL) 

Swedish hockey (SHL, HockeyAllsvenskan, HockeyEttan, J20) 

Finnish hockey (Liiga, Mestis, U20) 

Czech hockey (Tipsport Extraliga, U20) 

Slovak hockey (Tipos Extraliga, U20) 

German hockey (DEL, DEL2, U20) 

Swiss hockey (National League, Swiss League, U20) 

Here’s where you start. 

AHL and ECHL 

How to WATCH: AHLTV and FloHockey 

AHLTV is priced at $104.99 USD for full access to the regular season 
and playoffs and $64.99 USD for a regular season pass to one team 
(pricing that the CHL could learn from, but more on that below). 

Teams to WATCH: 

I’m not going to make as many recommendations on who to watch for 
these two as I will for the rest of the leagues here because chances are if 
you’re subscribed to The Athletic your focus will be on the affiliates of 
your favourite NHL team. 

But if you’re looking for the best bang for your buck in the AHL, I’d steer 
you toward the Bakersfield Condors and their trio of rookies (Carter 
Savoie, Xavier Bourgault and Ty Tullio) and Philip Broberg, the 
Cleveland Monsters for David Jiricek and Kirill Marchenko alone, and the 
Grand Rapids Griffins with Simon Edvinsson and Sebastian Cossa (plus 
Eemil Viro, Donovan Sebrango, Albert Johansson, Jonatan Berggren, 
Jared McIsaac, etc.) as the league’s most watchable. Depending on what 
they do with Brad Lambert, Chaz Lucius and Ville Heinola, the Manitoba 
Moose could also be appointment viewing. 

This is one of the best goalie classes the AHL has had in quite some 
time, too, with the aforementioned Cossa also joined this year by Jesper 
Wallstedt in Iowa, Yaroslav Askarov in Milwaukee, and returning stars 
like Lukas Dostal in San Diego and Dustin Wolf in Calgary, among 
others. 

Of note, there are also some new kids on the block. The Seattle Kraken, 
after sharing the Charlotte Checkers with the Florida Panthers last year, 
are ready to play in Palm Springs as the Coachella Valley Firebirds this 
year. That means, finally, that all 32 NHL clubs have their own affiliate 
and none will be sharing an AHL farm team this year. The Stockton Heat 
are also now officially the Calgary Wranglers. 

Other AHL/ECHL players to WATCH: 

Abbotsford Canucks: Linus Karlsson, Arturs Silovs, Jett Woo, Will 
Lockwood, Arshdeep Bains 

Belleville Senators: Mads Sogaard, Jacob Bernard-Docker, Lassi 
Thomson, Angus Crookshank, Ridly Greig, Roby Jarventie, Yegor 
Sokolov 

Bridgeport Islanders: William Dufour, Simon Holmstrom, Aatu Raty, 
Ruslan Iskhakov 

Calgary Wranglers: Jeremie Poirier, Rory Kerins, Connor Zary, Jakob 
Pelletier, Matthew Phillips 

Charlotte Checkers: Justin Sourdif, Serron Noel, John Ludvig, Grigori 
Denisenko, Logan Hutsko, Aleksi Heponiemi 

Chicago Wolves: Ronan Seeley, Alexander Pashin, Vasili Ponomaryov, 
Noel Gunler, Ryan Suzuki, Anttoni Honka, Jack Drury 

Coachella Valley Firebirds: Ryker Evans, Kole Lind, Cale Fleury 

Colorado Eagles: Oskar Olausson, Jean-Luc Foudy, Alex Beaucage, 
Trent Miner, Sampo Ranta, Justus Annunen, Martin Kaut 

Hartford Wolf Pack: Ryder Korczak, Dylan Garand, Will Cuylle, Matthew 
Robertson, Karl Henriksson, Olof Lindbom, Lauri Pajuniemi 

Henderson Silver Knights: Daniil Chayka, Lukas Cormier, Brendan 
Brisson, Kaedan Korczak, Pavel Dorofeyev, Isaiah Saville, Connor 
Corcoran, Ivan Morozov, Peter Diliberatore 

Hershey Bears: Vincent Iorio, Hendrix Lapierre, Alexander Alexeyev 

Iowa Wild: Jesper Wallstedt, Ryan O’Rourke, Daemon Hunt, Vladislav 
Firstov, Adam Beckman, Sam Hentges 

Laval Rocket: William Trudeau, Jan Mysak, Justin Barron, Xavier 
Simoneau, Mattias Norlinder 

Lehigh Valley Phantoms: Zayde Wisdom, Elliot Desnoyers, Tyson 
Foerster, Cam York, Wade Allison 

Milwaukee Admirals: Philip Tomasino, Luke Evangelista, Juuso 
Parssinen, Yegor Afanasyev 

Ontario Reign: Samuel Helenius, Martin Chromiak, Alex Turcotte, Jordan 
Spence, Helge Grans, Samuel Fagemo, Akil Thomas, Tyler Madden, 
Jacob Moverare 

Providence Bruins: Fabian Lysell, John Beecher, Marc McLaughlin, 
Oskar Steen 

Rochester Americans: Jiri Kulich, Isak Rosen, Alexander Kisakov, Ukko-
Pekka Luukkonen, Brandon Biro 

Rockford IceHogs: Lukas Reichel, Alec Regula, Nicolas Beaudin, Arvid 
Soderblom, Dylan Sikura 

San Diego Gulls: Benjamin King, Jacob Perreault, Brayden Tracey, Drew 
Helleson, Blake McLaughlin, Benoit-Olivier Groulx, Olli Juolevi 

San Jose Barracuda: Ryan Merkley, Artemi Kniazev, Santeri Hatakka, 
Ethan Cardwell, Ozzy Wiesblatt, Daniil Gushchin, Brandon Coe, Tristen 
Robins, Scott Reedy, Strauss Mann 

Springfield Thunderbirds: Keean Washkurak, Vadim Zherenko, Colten 
Ellis, Nikita Alexandrov, Joel Hofer, Tyler Tucker, 

Syracuse Crunch: Jack Thompson, Huge Alnefelt, Lucas Edmonds, 
Gage Goncalves, Nick Perbix, Sean Day 

Texas Stars: Antonio Stranges, Mavrik Bourque, Thomas Harley, Riley 
Damiani 

Toronto Marlies: William Villeneuve, Mikko Kokkonen, Semyon Der-
Arguchintsev, Mikhail Abramov, Filip Kral, Nicholas Abruzzese, Pontus 
Holmberg, Joey Anderson, Keith Petruzzelli 

Tucson Roadrunners: Vladislav Kolyachonok, Victor Soderstrom, Jan 
Jenik, Liam Kirk, Nathan Smith, Cam Dineen 

Utica Comets: Simon Nemec, Graeme Clarke, Nolan Foote, Akira 
Schmid, Tyce Thompson, Reilly Walsh, Nico Daws 

Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins: Raivis Ansons, Lukas Svejkovsky, 
Samuel Poulin, Taylor Gauthier, Nathan Legare, Filip Hallander, Ty 
Smith, Pierre-Olivier Joseph, Valtteri Puustinen, Filip Lindberg, Alex 
Nylander, Drew O’Connor 

CHL 

How to WATCH: CHL TV 

One of the major complaints that junior hockey fans in Canada have long 
had has been about the league’s online streaming service, its high prices 
and its lack of centralization/customization. Last year, the CHL launched 
its own service across various platforms (you can watch via the CHL app 
on your iOS and Android, or Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire, etc.) and 
while they initially introduced it at a more affordable price point, I know I 
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wasn’t alone in my disappointment when I saw this year’s pricing: 
$279.99 CAD for all three leagues’ regular seasons and playoffs, 
$179.99 CAD for all three leagues’ regular seasons, and $119.99 CAD 
for a single league regular-season pass. 

There are also weekly games broadcast on TSN and through TSN Direct 
(plus major events like the CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game, the Memorial 
Cup, etc.) as part of a new rights package which kicked in at the start of 
last season that will broadcast roughly 30 English-language games, 20 
French-language games, and the major events (CHL/NHL Top Prospects 
Game, Memorial Cup, etc.). 

Teams and players to WATCH: 

For an in-depth look at all 60 teams in the CHL, and all of the top NHL 
prospects who will play in Canada’s three major junior leagues this year, 
check out my QMJHL, WHL and OHL primers. 

For the second straight year, though, the Winnipeg Ice are the team to 
watch and my Memorial Cup front-runner thanks to an unrivalled 
collection of talent led by stars Matthew Savoie (Sabres), Conor Geekie 
(Coyotes), Connor McClennon (drafted by the Flyers but now a free 
agent), Mikey Milne (Wild), Zach Benson (projected top-10 pick in 2023), 
Carson Lambos (Wild), and veterans Benjamin Zloty (just invited to 
Coyotes rookie camp), Owen Pederson (just invited to Predators rookie 
camp), and returning goalie Daniel Hauser. 

USHL 

How to WATCH: FloHockey 

The USHL has transitioned its streaming from HockeyTV to FloHockey, 
and FloHockey has priced its annual package (which also includes the 
ECHL, Atlantic Hockey, the CCHA and more) for $210 USD. 

Teams to watch and players to WATCH: 

For an in-depth look at the USHL’s 16 teams, including this year’s 2005-
born U18 age group at the NTDP, and all of the top NHL prospects who 
will play in the United States’ Tier I junior league this year, check out my 
USHL primer. 

The synopsis is, though, that this year’s teams to watch are the Chicago 
Steel (surprise, surprise), the Muskegon Lumberjacks, the Youngstown 
Phantoms, the Lincoln Stars and the Sioux Falls Stampede, and this 
year’s players to watch are potential 2024 No. 1 pick Macklin Celebrini 
(Steel/BU), top 2023 prospects Jayden Perron (Steel/North Dakota) and 
William Whitelaw (Phantoms/University of Wisconsin), Blackhawks first-
rounder Sam Rinzel (Waterloo Black Hawks/University of Minnesota) and 
Leafs draftee Nick Moldenhauer to name a few. 

There are also five potential first-rounders in 2023 playing at the national 
program, all of whom are forwards. They are: Will Smith (BC), Oliver 
Moore (University of Minnesota), Ryan Leonard (BC), Gabe Perreault 
and Danny Nelson. 

Tier II junior 

How to WATCH: HockeyTV 

Teams, leagues and players to WATCH: 

There are two major levels of second-tier junior hockey (commonly 
referred to as “Junior A” in Canada) in North America. In Canada, there is 
the CJHL, which is today an association of nine leagues consisting of 
132 teams. Three of those leagues (the BHCL, the AJHL and the OJHL) 
are now regularly producing top Canadian NHL prospects. The other six 
(the SJHL, MJHL, SIJHL, NOJHL, CCHL, MHL and LJHQ) will produce 
an NHL prospect or two on occasion, but are mostly feeder leagues for U 
Sports and smaller college hockey programs in the United States. 

There doesn’t tend to be many, if any, drafted NHL prospects who stick 
around at the Jr. A level once they’re picked though (most play their post-
draft seasons in college hockey and those who are a little further behind 
the curve tend to jump to the USHL). There are some drafted NHL 
prospects still kicking around the BCHL this year, though. Five, in fact: 

Wenatchee Wild forward Cade Littler (Flames/Minnesota State), West 
Kelowna Warriors forwards Luke Devlin (Penguins/Cornell) and Ben 
MacDonald (Kraken/Harvard), Chilliwack Chiefs defenceman Abram 
Wiebe (Golden Knights/North Dakota) and Victoria Grizzlies forward Eli 
Barnett (Sharks/Vermont). I’m also still going to keep an eye on 
undrafted English defenceman Liam Steele (Cornell), who is playing with 
the Chilliwack Chiefs after serving as the captain at Stanstead College in 
the Canadian high school prep circuit last year. 

For the 2023 draft, Canadian Jr. A hockey has a few more relevant 
names to keep an eye on. The Penticton Vees, one of the CJHL’s better 
programs (talent-wise), feature another mid-level draft-eligible this year in 
Bradley Nadeau (who is off to an excellent start playing alongside his 
brother, Josh, a lethal scorer and Maine commit who I would have 
considered drafting with a late-round selection in 2022). Wenatchee Wild 
forward Christian Kim (Michigan State) looked fun in the one (just one) 
game I’ve watched of his too, but at 5-foot-7 it may be hard for him to get 
selected in 2023. Look out for Hiroki Gojsic for 2024 though. He was a 
top prospect in his WHL Bantam Draft year and has by all accounts 
made an immediate impact in Penticton as a 16-year-old. 

It’s a bit of a down year on the talent front in the AJHL, but Sherwood 
Park Crusaders’ 15-year-old Brock Souch (2025) is off to a nice start and 
his teammates Carmelo Crandell and Ryan Arnold may be of peripheral 
interest if they keep up their paces. I’ve also been told to watch Canmore 
Eagles defenceman Finn McLaughlin (2024/Denver University) but I 
haven’t gotten around to it yet. 

The CJHL Prospects Game, which normally runs on the same weekend 
and in the same area as its CHL equivalent (the CHL/NHL Top Prospects 
Game this year will be hosted in Langley by the Vancouver Giants) is 
also worth your time at the midseason point. 

In the U.S., the second-tier NAHL also occasionally produces NHL 
prospects, though drafted kids don’t ever stick around. St. Cloud 
Norsemen goaltender Will Ingemann is really talented, but at 5-foot-11 
his path to pro hockey will likely require an excellent collegiate career 
first. 

NCAA 

Where to WATCH: 

AHA: FloHockey 

Big Ten: Big Ten Plus 

CCHA: FloHockey 

ECAC:  ESPN+ 

Hockey East: ESPN+ 

NCHC: NCHC TV 

Note: Many of the schools that play in the above leagues also have their 
games broadcast locally across the CBS Sports App, SportsaLive, Fox 
Sports, NESN+, local Bally Sports stations and more. StretchInternet also 
offers many of the U.S.-restricted feeds to international customers. 

Teams to WATCH: 

There are some familiar programs leading the way this year. The reigning 
national champion University of Denver Pioneers are once again 
favourites, with 12 drafted NHL prospects and a strong, veteran core 
around them. I’m looking forward to seeing how reigning CJHL rookie of 
the year Rieger Lorenz (Wild) fits in as a freshman. I’m expecting 
sophomores Jack Devine (Panthers), Shai Buium (Red Wings), Sean 
Behrens (Avalanche) and Carter Mazur (Red Wings) to take steps 
forward (the latter two should become stars). And junior Michael Benning 
should again be one of the most productive defencemen in college 
hockey (he finished second in scoring among D by one point to Luke 
Hughes last year). 
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In the state of hockey, all four of Minnesota, Minnesota-Duluth, 
Minnesota State and St. Cloud State are going to be competitive, top-of-
conference-or-close teams. 

The Golden Gophers are loaded with NHL talent, hallmarked by one-and-
done freshman Logan Cooley (Coyotes), soon-to-be-done sophomore 
Matt Knies (Leafs), soon-to-be-done junior captain Brock Faber (Wild), 
and assistant captains Ryan Johnson (Sabres) and Jackson LaCombe 
(Ducks). Freshman 2022 second-rounder Ryan Chelsey (Capitals) is built 
to have an immediate impact, too. I’ve still got a soft spot for the talented 
twice-undrafted Luke Mittelstadt, too. 

The Bulldogs don’t have that star power, but they’re a deep group and 
freshman first-rounder Isaac Howard (Lightning) was one of my 
favourites from 2022. 

The Mavericks don’t have a single drafted prospect after graduating a 
few from their tremendous 2021-22 group, but as always they’re a strong, 
older team led by two excellent joint captains in Brendan Furry and Cade 
Borchardt, and two of the better defencemen in college hockey in Jake 
Livingstone and Akito Hirose. 

North Dakota enters the post-Jake Sanderson era with a well-rounded 
group and a couple of really interesting freshmen forwards in Jackson 
Blake (Hurricanes) and Dylan James (Red Wings). 

It’s also a decent year in the cycle for a trio of the Boston schools, led by 
the Devon Levi (Sabres)-backed Northeastern Huskies (now also 
including Sharks early second-rounder Cameron Lund), the Drew 
Commesso (Blackhawks)-backed BU Terriers (watch out for diminutive 
freshmen Lane Hutson and Jeremy Wilmer, too!), and the Harvard 
Crimson’s two-headed monster of Matt Coronato (Flames) and Sean 
Farrell (Canadiens). 

And then there’s the University of Michigan Wolverines who’ve replaced 
an outgoing class of stars with an incoming one that features star 
prospect Adam Fantilli (2023), 2022 first-rounders Rutger McGroarty 
(Jets) and Frank Nazar (Blackhawks), 2022 second-rounder Seamus 
Casey (Devils), and another top prospect in Gavin Brindley (2023). Luke 
Hughes (Devils) should be a Hobey Baker threat as well, and I expect 
forwards Tyler Duke (Lightning) and Mackie Samoskevich (Panthers), 
and goaltender Erik Portillo (Sabres) to be high-end players at their 
positions. 

A big welcome to new Division I schools Lindenwood University and 
Stonehill College as well (plus the return of the University of Alaska 
Anchorage)! All three of those programs join Long Island University, 
University of Alaska Fairbanks and Arizona State University as 
independent schools (Division I programs that are not members of a 
conference). 

Other players to WATCH: 

Arizona State: Josh Doan (Coyotes) 

Boston College: Cutter Gauthier (Flyers), Aidan Hreschuk (Blue Jackets), 
Marshall Warren (Wild), Nikita Nesterenko (Wild), Colby Ambrosio 
(Avalanche), Trevor Kuntar (Bruins), Oskar Jellvik (Bruins) 

Clarkson: Ayrton Martino (Stars), Alexander Campbell (Predators), Noah 
Beck (Blues), Anthony Romano (Coyotes) 

Colgate: Carter Gylander (Red Wings) 

Cornell: Matthew Stienburg (Rangers) 

Miami (Ohio): Red Savage (Red Wings) 

Northern Michigan: Artem Shlaine (Devils) 

Ohio State: Mason Lohrei (Bruins) 

Providence: Brett Berard (Rangers), Guillaume Richard (Blue Jackets), 
Riley Duran (Bruins), Patrick Moynihan (Devils), Philip Svedeback 
(Bruins) 

Quinnipiac: Yaniv Perets (undrafted) 

UConn: Matthew Wood (2023), Ryan Tverberg (Leafs), Samu Salminen 
(Devils), Arseni Sergeyev (Flames) 

UMass: Scott Morrow (Hurricanes), Ryan Ufko (Predators) 

Notre Dame: Landon Slaggert (Blackhawks), Ryder Rolston 
(Blackhawks), Justin Janicke (Kraken), Trevor Janicke (Ducks) 

St. Cloud State: Veeti Miettinen (Leafs), Jack Peart (Wild), Adam Ingram 
(Predators), 

Wisconsin: Corson Ceulemans (Blue Jackets), Cruz Lucius (Hurricanes), 
Ty Smilanic (Panthers), Charlie Stramel (2023) 

Luke Hughes. (Fred Kfoury III / Icon Sportswire via AP Images) 

High school hockey (Canada and U.S.) 

Schools to watch (and where): 

High school hockey is the hardest to watch because the best schools are 
spread out across two countries, multiple states and provinces, and 
several different loops. You can access many (but not all) of the 
Minnesota high school hockey circuit’s games through MNHockey.TV. A 
lot of schools do their own thing, too. St. Andrew’s College (SAC), which 
is increasingly producing an NHL prospect or two annually, broadcasts its 
games on YouTube and the school’s website. Last year, SAC also 
helped launch the Prep Hockey Conference with other top schools: 
Culver Academies, Mount St. Charles Academy, Northwood School, 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s School (a prospect factory) and South Kent School. 
Shattuck, the CSSHL (Canadian Sport School Hockey League), and the 
worthwhile New England prep school circuit all also broadcast their 
games through the popular HockeyTV subscription service as well. There 
are a bunch of Massachusetts schools worth tracking, including Kimball 
Union Academy, St. Mark’s School, St. Sebastian’s, Dexter School, 
Thayer Academy. Connecticut’s Salisbury School and Avon Old Farms 
are also often worthwhile. Stanstead College in Quebec is also a 
destination for college-bound prospects of occasional NHL interest. 

Russian hockey (KHL, VHL, MHL) 

Where to WATCH: 

KHL: The KHL signed a new streaming rights deal with ESPN+ (U.S. 
only) and Portable.tv (U.S. and Canada) in 2021, but both of those have 
since been abandoned following the war in Ukraine 

The second-tier VHL and junior-level MHL both broadcast games on their 
respective YouTube channels 

Players to WATCH: 

MHL: Kirill Dolzhenkov (Blue Jackets), Ilya Fedotov (Coyotes), Artyom 
Duda (Coyotes), Asrseni Koromyslov (Blues), Alexander Perevalov 
(Hurricanes), Semyon Vyazovoy (Kraken), Sergei Murashev (Penguins), 
Kirill Gerasimyuk (Panthers), Daniil But (2023) 

VHL: Gleb Trikozov (Hurricanes), Kirill Kirsanov (Kings), Danil Savunov 
(Coyotes), Artur Akhtyakov (Leafs), Vyacheslav Peksa (Leafs), Ivan 
Miroshnichenko (Capitals) 

KHL: Matvei Michkov (2023), Mikhail Gulyayev (2023), Dmitri 
Buchelnikov (Red Wings), Vladimir Grudinin (Hurricanes), Danila Yurov 
(Wild), Viktor Neuchev (Sabres), Dmitri Rashevsky (Jets), Nikolai 
Kovalenko (Avalanche), Alexander Nikishin (Hurricanes), Nikita Guslistov 
(Hurricanes), Marat Khusnutdinov (Wild), Arseni Gritsyuk (Devils), 
Semyon Chistyakov (Predators), Prokhor Poltapov (Sabres), Shakir 
Mukhamadullin (Devils), Maxim Groshev (Lightning), Dmitri Kostenko 
(Canadiens), Nikita Chibrikov (Jets), Dmitri Ovchinnikov (Leafs), Fyodor 
Svechkov (Predators) 

Swedish hockey (SHL, HockeyAllsvenskan, HockeyEttan, J20) 

Where to WATCH: 
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SHL: C More and now ESPN+ (new rights deal) 

HockeyAllsvenskan: C More 

HockeyEttan 

J20: SvenskHockey.tv 

Teams to WATCH: 

The team to watch in the SHL this year is Rogle BK, with their nearly 
double-digits NHL prospects highlighted by an impressive trio of Red 
Wings kids: 2022 No. 8 pick Marco Kasper, 2020 No. 32 pick William 
Wallinder and 2020 No. 51 pick Theodor Niederbach. 

In the second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan, Djurgarden is once again a 
destination for NHL scouts thanks to their trio of first-round forwards 
Jonathan Lekkerimaki (Canucks), Noah Ostlund (Sabres) and Liam 
Ohgren (Wild), defenceman Calle Odelius (second round to the 
Islanders) and goalie Carl Lindbom (Golden Knights). Though none of 
the forwards are off to great starts (although Ostlund was excellent in 
preseason), I expect them to find their groove and be productive players 
as teenagers this year. 

There’s a lot to gravitate to with the second-rung AIK as well. Top 2023 
prospect Dalibor Dvorsky has so far split time between the pro club and 
its junior club, but I suspect he’ll work his way into the pro fold more as 
the season progresses and he builds some confidence. The tiny Zion 
Nybeck (Hurricanes) is fun to watch, too, and they’ve also got the speedy 
Oskar Magnusson (Capitals), and defencemen Albert Lyckasen (Sabres) 
and Thimo Nickl (Ducks). 

The player to watch in Sweden this year, though, is projected 2023 top-
10 pick Leo Carlsson, who is off to one of the best starts to a draft 
season in the country in years with Orebro. 

Other players to WATCH: 

SHL: Lian Bichsel (Leksands/Stars), Mattias Havelid (Linköping/Sharks), 
Filip Bystedt (Linkoping/Sharks), Filip Johansson (Frolunda/Canucks), 
Emil Andras (HV71/Flyers), William Strömgren (Brynas/Flames), Liam 
Dower Nilsson (Frolunda/Red Wings), Frederik Dichow 
(Frolunda/Canadiens) 

HockeyAllsvenskan: Albin Grewe (Mora IK/Red Wings), Nikola Pasic 
(Sodertalje/Sabres), Ludvig Jansson (Sodertalje/Panthers), 

J20: Alex Ciernik (Sodertalje/2023), Otto Stenberg (Frolunda/2023), 
Noah Dower Nilsson (Frolunda/2023), Axel Sandin Pellikka 
(Skellefteå/2023), Noel Nordh (Brynas/2023), Alexander Zetterberg 
(Orebro/2024), Michael Brandsegg-Nygard (Mora/2024), Oskar Vuollet 
(Skelleftea/2024), Melvin Fernstrom (Orebro/2024), Simon Forsmark 
(Orebro/Hurricanes), Dans Locmelis (Lulea/Bruins), Oskar Pettersson 
(Rogle/Senators) 

Finnish hockey (Liiga, Mestis, U20) 

Where to WATCH: C More/Leijonat TV 

Teams to WATCH: 

The biggest draw in Finland this year is (and should be) top 2024 D 
prospect Aron Kiviharju, who is splitting time between TPS’ Liiga club 
and its junior team as a 16-year-old (he had a talked-about preseason in 
the pro ranks, too). Kiviharju is a special talent who makes the game look 
so, so easy. 

The biggest draw as a team as far as NHL-relevant prospects go is 
probably HIFK. It’s not a great year for Finland in a stacked 2023 draft 
class, but HIFK’s Kasper Halttunen is the most notable of a small handful 
of kids worth getting excited about (though I’ve been admittedly lower on 
Halttunen than most, he has looked dominant when playing at the junior 
level early on this fall). HIFK also has Leafs prospect and Finnish world 
junior captain Roni Hirvonen back, as well as offensive defenceman Otto 
Salin (Kings), Blues third-rounder Aleksanteri Kaskimaki, and a second 
2023 notable in forward Thomas Uronen (though he will spend more time 

in junior than pro this year, I’d wager). Keep an eye on 2024 goalie 
prospect and Hlinka Gretzky Cup standout Eemil Vinni with HIFK’s junior 
team, too. 

Liiga’s highest-end drafted NHL prospect this year is Predators first-
round marksman Joakim Kemell with JYP. 

Other players to WATCH: 

Liiga: Patrik Puistola (Jukurit/Hurricanes), Jani Nyman (Ilves/Kraken),  
Eetu Liukas (HPK/Islanders), Aku Raty (Ilves/Coyotes), Antti Saarela 
(Lukko/Blackhawks), Kasper Simontaival (KalPa/Kings), Ville Koivunen 
(Karpat/Hurricanes), Oliver Kapanen (KalPa/Canadiens), Aleksi 
Heimosalmi (Assat/Hurricanes), Kasper Puutio (KalPa/Panthers), Topi 
Niemela (Karpat/Leafs), Joel Blomqvist (Karpat/Penguins), Topi Ronni 
(Tappara/Flames), Kasper Kulonummi (Tappara/Predators), Aleksanteri 
Kaskimaki (HIFK/Blues), Samu Tuomaala (Jukurit/Flyers), Lenni 
Hameenaho (Assat/2023) 

U20: Jesse Nurmi (KooKoo/2023), Emil Jarventie (Ilves/2023), Konsta 
Helenius (Tappara/2024), Dominik Badinka (Jokerit/2024), Jesse 
Kiiskinen (Pelicans/2023), Emil Hemming (TPS/2024), Arttu Karki 
(Tappara/2023), Jakub Kos (Ilves/Panthers), Viljami Marjala 
(TPS/Sabres) 

Czech hockey (Tipsport Extraliga, U20) 

Where to WATCH: FanSeat 

Teams and players to WATCH: 

Potential 2023 top-10 pick Eduard Sale ought to make Czechia’s top pro 
league a part of your rotation this year. He’s fabulous and already having 
an impact with HC Kometa Brno. 

Scouts will give big 2023 defenceman Jakub Dvorak a look with Bili Tygri 
Liberec as well, but I haven’t yet seen anything there that leads me to 
believe he’s going to be more than an AHLer due to some of his clear 
limitations with the puck and through his footwork (though he defends 
quite well despite them). 

I’ve got some time for undrafted 20-year-old HC Litvinov forward Michal 
Gut. He has consistently impressed me internationally and with Everett in 
the WHL, and looked good when I watched him again for this piece now 
that he has turned pro. He might be worth an AHL deal for a team to 
bring him back over here at some point (if he wants to give it another go). 

And while prospects don’t typically stick around at Czechia’s professional 
level, there are a trio who are playing in the league this year. Sabres 
seventh-rounder Jakub Konecny and Blackhawks fourth-rounder Michael 
Krutil are trying to establish themselves as full-timers with HC Sparta 
Praha, while Devils fourth-rounder Jaromir Pytlik will feature on Rytiri 
Kladno when he returns from injury. None of them are of real interest, 
though, if I’m being honest. Sale is the real draw. 

Slovak hockey (Tipos Extraliga, U20) 

Where to WATCH: YouTube 

Teams and players to WATCH: 

There are actually more drafted prospects of real intrigue playing in 
Slovakia’s top flight this year than in Czechia’s. Rangers second-round 
pick Adam Sykora, who plays the game with fire and skill, opted to return 
to HK Nitra, where he is a legitimate top-nine forward, instead of going to 
the WHL to play for Medicine Hat (who drafted him with the first pick in 
the 2022 CHL Import Draft). He’s going to be worth following all year and 
into men’s worlds (for a second time). 

And after Miguel Tourigny’s (Canadiens) 31-goal, 80-point season as one 
of the best defencemen in the QMJHL last year got him drafted, he is set 
to play his first professional hockey with HK Dukla Trencin as he looks to 
earn an entry-level contract. 

Though most of Slovakia’s top prospects for 2023 and 2024 are playing 
elsewhere this year (see 2023’s Dalibor Dvorsky, Alex Ciernik, Maxim 
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Strbak, and 2024’s Jakub Chromiak and Theo Kiss), HK Nitro’s Ondrej 
Molnar and HC Nove Zamky’s Martin Misiak are both worth following for 
2023, with the former projected as a potential second- or third-rounder, 
and the latter likely to garner late-round attention. 

German hockey (DEL, DEL2, U20) 

Where to WATCH: Magenta Sport and SpradeTV 

Teams and players to WATCH: 

If you’re a Coyotes fan, the DEL, and specifically EHC Munchen, will be 
worth your time this year thanks to 2022 second-rounder Julian Lutz 
(who is finally healthy after dealing with a back injury during his draft 
year) and 2022 sixth-rounder Maksymilian Szuber (who was drafted as 
an overager after establishing himself on the team last year). 

And while former first-round pick Dominik Bokk’s prospects with the 
Carolina Hurricanes (and maybe in the NHL) may be over, he’s playing to 
nearly a goal per game and well over a point per game so far this season 
with Lowen Frankfurt. The talent has always been there but he hasn’t 
been able to put the pieces together for any consistent stretch. Maybe we 
start to hear his name as one of potential interest again if he lights it up in 
Europe for the next couple of years. 

I’ve also got a peripheral eye on Hlinka Gretzky Cup standout Linus 
Brandl, who has lit it up early on in Germany’s top junior league this year 
but will likely need to play his way onto Mannheim’s DEL squad to garner 
real draft interest. 

Swiss hockey (National League, Swiss League, U20) 

Where to WATCH: NL TV Pass 

Teams and players to WATCH: 

The National League is one of the better professional levels in Europe 
and while it has slowed in its production of prospects for the NHL Draft in 
recent years, it’s still worthy of time. 

This year, Blue Jackets forward Alexandre Texier is playing for the ZSC 
Lions on a one-year contract after the NHL/NHLPA Substance Abuse 
and Behavioral Health Program recommended he take time away from 
the team. 

Predators prospect and Swiss world junior captain Simon Knak is also an 
important player as a 20-year-old with historic club HC Davos. 

If 25-year-old former Winnipeg Jets draft pick Michael Spacek keeps up 
his scoring pace, look for him to potentially garner some free-agent 
interest (after a point-per-game season with Frolunda in the SHL last 
year, he’s now the NL’s leading scorer early on this season at HC Ambrì-
Piotta).  

Everywhere you look there are also former NHLers, including 38-year-old 
Valtteri Filppula and 37-year-old Daniel Winnik with Genève-Servette HC. 

Though they lose most of their top draft-eligible prospects to 
neighbouring countries, Biel-Bienne’s Leo Braillard and Kooten’s Simon 
Meier, who both put up five points in four games at Hlinka, might get 
fringe consideration if they can progress past dominance at the U20 level 
and get into some pro games. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matt Murray injury affects Maple Leafs’ salary cap and Ilya 
Samsonov’s ‘mission’ 

Claude Giroux scored his first goal as a Senator, but Justin Holl scored 
the game-winner with under two minutes remaining, and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs defeated Ottawa 3-2. 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 16, 2022, 12:14 AM 

 

TORONTO — For the second summer in a row, the Toronto Maple Leafs 
went out and acquired an injury-prone goaltender in whom they invested 
more millions and contract years than the other guy. 

And for the second October in a row, that injury-plagued goaltender 
lasted no more than one start before getting sidelined for weeks with an 
injury. 

Maybe you — chilling in your armchair with your flatscreen flickering and 
CapFriendly.com called up in the browser tab on your laptop — saw Matt 
Murray’s trip to LTIR coming at some point this season. 

Maybe Ilya Samsonov did too. 

It’s because of this moment, this month, this opportunity that the Maple 
Leafs’ affable new backup signed a one-year contract for less money 
than he was offered elsewhere. 

The spotlight is shining. The door has been kicked wide open, thanks to 
Murray suffering an abductor injury during Saturday’s morning skate that 
will sideline him for a minimum of four weeks and 10 games. 

“I’m ready all the time,” assured Samonov, following his unplanned start 
against the Ottawa Senators and second 3-2 win for Toronto. 

“Big gamble from the Leafs but hopefully Samsonov can grab the job and 
run a little bit,” tweeted former Leafs goalie Curtis McElhinney. 

Fans needn’t be reminded how last season’s crease crisis played out in 
Leafland. An overpaid Petr Mrazek suffered three groin injuries. Jack 
Campbell soared early, then struggled for a long second-half stretch with 
mental hurdles and a broken rib. Neither instilled enough confidence 
within management’s walls to be brought back. 

Now Kyle Dubas’s gamble on Murray — four years removed from his 
most recent 40-start season — is looking dicey. 

“Matt, unfortunately, in his time here, was injured all the time," Senators 
coach D.J. Smith foreshadowed Friday. “Take nothing away from him. He 
was just hurt all the time. He had a lot of bad luck.” 

The two-time Stanley Cup winner hits injured reserve for the seventh 
time in under five years. 

“These injuries happen, and we've dealt with a lot of them when it comes 
to our goaltenders over the last couple of seasons. So, that's the reason 
why we signed two guys,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

Added Justin Holl, who potted Saturday’s game-winner: “You never like 
to see guys get hurt. It's very painful, both physically and mentally, for 
guys. I think we’re thankful that it's not worse. And he's gonna be a big 
part of our team. We're gonna need him.” 

In the meantime, the Leafs recalled third-stringer Erik Källgren, who will 
see some work during a busy stretch. But the ball belongs to Samsonov, 
and the 25-year-old is welcoming the workload. 

“That's why he signed here, for the opportunity. He's on a mission here 
this season. Now the door’s really open there for him,” Keefe said. 

“We are going to have to lean on him probably more than we would have. 
We had planned to pretty much share things in the early going here and 
give both guys an opportunity to get some traction.” 

The Maple Leafs, it must be noted, are at the 50-contract limit. So if 
Dubas were to consider acquiring another goalie, a body would have to 
move. 

What Murray’s trip to the club’s maximized LTIR pool does do is free up 
cap space for recalled Marlies or healthy returns of buried players 
(Timothy Liljegren, Jordie Benn). 
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Nick Robertson scored for the Marlies Saturday and deserved a roster 
spot out of training camp, but the prospect was cut simply because there 
wasn’t enough wiggle room to accommodate his salary. 

Samonov’s Maple Leafs are set to embark on a five-game road trip next 
week. 

The positive: Now they’ll have the cap space for extra skaters and lineup 
flexibility, starting Sunday. 

The negative: Their grand off-season investment is already on the 
shelf… and plenty of people will say they saw this coming. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Wayne Simmonds is caught in a weird liminal space. He has cleared 
waivers but has not joined the Marlies. He’s available for trade, yet one 
hasn’t materialized. 

He is skating and training away from the NHL and AHL teams at the 
Maple Leafs rinks as he and the organization decide what to do next. 

“We've been nothing but supportive through that. He's played in the 
league a very long time and certainly deserves that,” Keefe says. 

I’ll throw this theory at the wall: If Simmonds is still a Leaf late next week, 
he gets called up to play in Winnipeg Saturday. That rivalry gets nasty, 
and we’re not sure who’s daring to fight here. 

• Auston Matthews registered three hits in Wednesday’s opener and 
followed that up with five Thursday and another six Saturday. He’s 
continuing his career trend as a physical force. 

“Auston's a big, strong guy that can assert himself that way when he 
needs to and can also handle contact and play through contact and raise 
his level through that when it's required,” Keefe notes. 

“That’s just another area where he can really lead our team and give us a 
boost when that's what the game calls for.” 

• Ottawa defenceman Jake Sanderson notched his first NHL point, an 
assist on Shane Pinto’s opening power-play marker, made possible by a 
ticky-tack holding call on Mitch Marner. 

• Don’t read much into Liljegren’s participation in the team’s morning 
skate as he strives to return from his hernia surgery. The right-shot 
defender is “quite a ways a way still,” per Keefe. Clearance for contact is 
not imminent as the club exercises caution. 

November 5 would be the earliest Liljegren (LTIR) could see action. 

• Wrestler, actor, producer, businessman… and sports-chant influencer. 
Can’t stop The Rock. 

A few organic rounds of “Let’s! Go! Leafs!” sprouted from the nosebleeds 
Saturday, a tongue-in-cheek acknowledgement of Thursday’s surprise 
guest appearance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dan The Man: Vladar saves his best for last as Flames 
win Battle of Alberta 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

October 16, 2022, 2:36 AM 

 

EDMONTON – Darryl Sutter referred to it as a “scheme,” a plan he came 
up with long ago to give Dan Vladar more starts, more regularly. 

Apparently, he’s yet to fully disclose his ploy with the Flames backup. 

No matter, as there was Vladar, denying a frantic, last-minute push by 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Co. to win a quirky version of the 
Battle of Alberta, 4-3 Saturday. 

“I gotta look at a video,” smiled the towering Czech backstop, who made 
several of his 26 saves in the dying seconds. 

“I think the clock was paused a little bit because those last five seconds 
felt like 45. It was so long.” 

Nothing could have felt longer on Saturday night than the lonely skate his 
counterpart, Jack Campbell, had to make ten minutes into the game, 
when he was pulled after being beaten four times by an energized faction 
of Flames. 

By that point the Flames had a 4-1 lead in a game that was literally on 
pace for 30. 

Things settled down from there, and Vladar’s steady influence had plenty 
to do with that, with a little help, of course, from a diligent group of 
Flames who knew all too well how capable the Oilers are of erasing large 
deficits. 

A power-play goal by Connor McDavid midway through the second was 
followed up four minutes later by a Ryan McLeod snipe that closed the 
gap to one goal, setting the table for a tense third, no matter which side 
of Red Deer you live in. 

“It was just awesome,” said Vladar of a final frame in which he turned 
aside all eight shots in what will be the Flames' only visit to Rogers Place 
this (regular) season. 

“After the second period, all the guys were saying, ‘Hey, this is our last 
20 minutes in the regular season here. Let’s do everything to bring those 
two points home.’ 

“It’s a tough building to play in, obviously a great team, but I think today 
we showed heart and we battled.” 

The fact they did it with their backup was significant, for many reasons. 

Was the coach looking to shield starter Jacob Markstrom from an Oilers 
team that had his number all last season? 

Is Markstrom simply feeling the effects of an illness that sidelined him the 
day before Thursday’s opener? 

Will the coach appease a fan base that has been clamouring for 
Markstrom’s workload to decrease? 

“Pretty clear I didn’t make (the decision) today or yesterday,” said Sutter 
after the game. 

“When I looked at the schedule and looked at the first month, that’s what 
I was doing. 

“He was awesome. That’s how he played in the pre-season. He did a 
really good job for us and that’s what I said this morning.” 

Sutter said after the morning skate Vladar could expect more than the 19 
appearances he made last year. 

“Our theme coming in was there’s 26 weeks in our season and we want 
to make sure that Vladar gets a game a week,” he said. 

“It’s just the way this month works. Quite honest, when Marky was under 
the weather last game, we thought about playing (Vladar) against 
Colorado and then Marky here. But he chose Game 1, so this is Game 
2.” 

It was music to Vladar’s ears after the game. 

“It means everything for me, obviously,” said Vladar, who was told of his 
starting assignment Friday morning. 

“That’s why I’m here. I’m here to play my best and help the team every 
single time I get the call. I didn’t even know that coach said that, but if he 
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said that, it’s great for me. But obviously I have to perform well every 
single time I get the call.” 

On Saturday, he did. 

It certainly helped that Mikael Backlund scored 73 seconds in, before his 
teammates responded to a Cody Ceci equalizer with three more from 
Michael Stone, Nazem Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane. 

Stuart Skinner posted a clean slate the final 50 minutes, with help from 
the post, which three Flames hit as part of continued pressure through 
the balance of the first and in parts of the third. 

While Stone’s first three-point effort of his NHL career earned him a 
Hockey Night in Canada interview, Kadri’s goal had most people talking. 
He made a strong first impression in his provincial battle debut as he 
raced in alone past a stumbling Brett Kulak before neatly finishing the 
play with a tuck between Campbell’s legs. 

“I just try to skate faster, that’s really what happened,” said Kadri of his 
mindset while watching Kulak fall to the ice at the blue line. 

“I saw he kind of was going down and I just tried to put on the jets and 
luckily it came out with a chance and I was able to finish.” 

A huge power-play goal for the newbie. 

“It’s good to see him score,” said Sutter. 

“They got the matchup they wanted the first two periods and it was 
against Naz. His wingers (Mangiapane and Dillon Dube) are going to 
have to get better for him. 

“I thought we played a really strong game. In the second period you knew 
they were going to shorten the bench and come with a push, and they did 
early. I thought for the most part we did a pretty good job.” 

The win came two days after beating the defending champs, 
springboarding the Flames into an eight-game homestand that starts 
Tuesday against Vegas. 

Plenty to be excited about if you’re a Flames fan wondering how the re-
tooled bunch would mesh early. 

“I think it shows a lot of maturity,” said Kadri of the team’s ability to shut 
things down the final 25 minutes after the Oilers clawed within one and 
threatened to continue that momentum as they did through last spring’s 
playoff mismatch. 

“We have a mature group in here and I don’t think anyone really hit the 
panic button. I think that’s what the season is all about. It’s a rollercoaster 
of emotions, you’re going to be up a couple, you’re going to be down a 
couple. 

“Either way, you just have to find that balance and continue to push 
forward.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Slafkovsky's NHL education continues in Canadiens' loss 
to Capitals 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 16, 2022, 12:07 AM 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Despite what you might think, the Montreal 
Canadiens aren’t under any illusions about Juraj Slafkovsky’s 
preparedness — or lack thereof — to be an impact player in the NHL 
right now.  

They drafted him first overall this past summer knowing he’d be a project, 
that it would likely take several seasons for him to develop into the player 
they think he’ll eventually be, that he’ll have to grow into that 6-foot-4, 
238-pound body of his, and they’re watching the same games you and I 
are.  

They’ve probably drawn the same conclusion, as well — that Slafkovsky 
will benefit from time in the American Hockey League at some point in 
the near future. 

But the Canadiens aren’t likely to send him there before exposing him to 
more hockey at this level to help establish the habits they want to see in 
his game. 

Contrary to popular opinion, that actually is what’s best for the big 
Slovak’s development at this exact stage. 

It’s totally understandable to feel that Slafkovsky — who topped out 
12:41 in a 3-1 loss to the Washington Capitals on Saturday after playing 
less than 11 minutes in each of his first two NHL games — would be 
better off in a league where the puck would be on his stick far more often, 
where he could dangle his way through on the rush, score goals and feel 
that much better about himself. 

To see him register just one shot on net through his three games while 
failing to establish much in the way of offensive-zone pressure with 
linemates Christian Dvorak and Brendan Gallagher, is to know things are 
moving slightly too fast for him at this level.  

But, as Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said before Slafkovsky and his 
teammates took the ice at Capital One Arena, “There’s not one minute 
that isn’t important in this league,” and every one the 18-year-old is 
spending here will serve him well. 

The Canadiens want Slafkovsky to go through his moments in the NHL 
and gain valuable insight into what it takes to be effective at this level. 
The results are secondary for them. 

“There’s definitely an adaptation period,” said St. Louis after Saturday’s 
game, “and he’s going through that right now.” 

There’s value in it being difficult. For now. 

Not that the Canadiens should risk overexposing Slafkovsky and putting 
him in situations that could lead to his confidence eroding. But he won't 
get any better at this level without gaining a full understanding of what it 
takes to succeed in the NHL, and that’s not going to happen for him by 
going straight to the AHL at this point in time. 

What this small NHL sample has revealed is Slafkovsky needs a bit more 
time learning to play more north-south and to battle for the puck on his 
stick rather than have it just come to him — like it did in Europe and like it 
will in the AHL.  

Not that Slafkovsky hasn’t had solid flashes — showing off a strong 
skating stride, soft hands and a willingness to drive to the middle of the 
ice and get physical.  

But he’s spent too much of his time forcing plays on the rush and too little 
of it putting pucks in places where he can take advantage of the size and 
reach he possesses.  

The Canadiens are working with him on that. 

“I think for Slaf, he’s going to understand to use his body to his 
advantage more than just the skillset that he has, especially at his size,” 
said St. Louis. “And the way a lot of the goals are scored in this league is 
driving the net and going to the paint and stuff like that, go win the puck 
in the corner…” 

Right now, the goal is to show Slafkovsky how he can do that. 

St. Louis put him with Dvorak and Gallagher for that precise reason.  

They may not be the optimal linemates for Slafkovsky once he’s figured 
the North American game out but, as straight-line players who have 1000 
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games of NHL experience between them, they’re the right ones in the 
meantime. 

“He has a positive attitude,” said Gallagher of the 18-year-old. “We’re 
working on little things — playing down low, playing on the forecheck, 
and some chances are starting to come. We hit two posts tonight, so I 
think we just have to stick with the process. He has a pretty good head 
on his shoulders, and he understands that.” 

Time — even if it’s just a week or two more with the Canadiens — will 
allow Slafkovsky to understand more. 

“It’s different than what he’s used to for sure,” Gallagher continued. “I’ve 
gone over to the big ice once, and it was a huge adjustment for me. And 
then there’s another adjustment to make here in terms of learning 
opponent tendencies. He needs these reps, and we’re with him every 
day and I can say he’s making good progress.  

“I think we’re trying to help him out as much as we can and be positive 
and constructive and everything he learns right now is going to be huge 
for him.” 

It’s going to allow Slafkovsky to focus on the right things once he does go 
down to the AHL, and that’s how the Canadiens are thinking about his 
development at the moment. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Panthers' Matthew Tkachuk incites Sabres' ire in first 
Atlantic clash 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

October 15, 2022, 6:32 PM 

 

Matthew Tkachuk’s Atlantic Division arrival is off to a fiery start. 

Just two games into his tenure with the Florida Panthers after landing in 
the Sunshine State via a trade with the Calgary Flames, the 24-year-old 
winger already has two goals and an assist. But his presence on the ice 
extends far beyond his contributions on the scoreboard, his identity 
encompassing much more than simply making plays. After six years 
spent scoring goals, wreaking havoc, and reviving rivalries old and new 
against Pacific Division neighbours, he’s suddenly got seven new 
divisional foes to frustrate. 

And against the Sabres in Buffalo on Saturday afternoon, his first 
divisional matchup in his new Eastern Conference digs, Tkachuk wasted 
no time making enemies. 

The first sign of bad blood started brewing when Sabres forward Alex 
Tuch took exception to a low hit from Tkachuk on Henri Jokiharju, 
causing a scuffle at centre ice. 

    Alex Tuch wanted a piece of Matthew Tkachuk after his hit on Henri 
Jokiharju.  

Tkachuk took a pair of minor penalties in the game, including a roughing 
minor for his role in a game-ending dust-up. Several Sabres, including 
Dylan Cozens (who also earned a penalty for his role), Tuch, Rasmus 
Dahlin, and Jeff Skinner went after Tkachuk following the final buzzer – a 
fitting ending to what was a chippy, back-and-forth game with the kind of 
emotion often reserved for the fiercest of rivalries. 

Some of the Sabres aired their grievances post-game, with Buffalo head 
coach Don Granato telling reporters he “can’t wait” to face Florida again: 

Looks like we've got a new rivalry on our hands. 

Granato, by the way, knows Tkachuk well – he coached him during his 
time with the U.S. National Team Development Program, where Tkachuk 
suited up during the 2013-14 and 2014-15 seasons. 

Here's Tuch on Tkachuk, via Mike Harrington of Buffalo News Sports: 

"That's the type of hockey he's gonna play. I knew it. it's something that 
he wants to bring to the table. And I'd say a lot of us don't really want to 
give him the time of day," said Tuch, who opened the scoring Saturday 
and later added an assist. 

"Sometimes you have to stick up for your teammates. Sometimes [his 
style] is good," Tuch continued. "And then other times, just let him kind of 
run around out there and take himself out of the play. Don't try to put too 
big of an emphasis on one guy in particular." 

Tkachuk also drew two separate minor penalties in the game, which 
ended with a 4-3 score in favour of Florida. 

The Panthers have started the season with a pair of wins after defeating 
the New York Islanders on Thursday night. 

"There's some guys over there I'll be playing against for the next eight-
plus years,” Tkachuk, a rare sign-and-trade who arrived in Florida with a 
freshly inked eight-year, $76-million contract, told reporters following 
Saturday’s game. “Especially with some of the stuff that happened at the 
end that they did, we'll remember that for a while." 

The Sabres, clearly, are already very familiar with suiting up against 
Tkachuks – they kicked off the season with a win over Brady Tkachuk’s 
Ottawa Senators on Thursday. 

As for this particular matchup, we'll have to wait a few months for the 
next time the Panthers and Sabres meet up. They play next on Jan. 16 
(another date in Buffalo) followed by games in Florida on Feb. 24 and 
April 4. 
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TSN.CA / Dealing with groin discomfort, Murray's status up in the air 

 

Mark Masters 

10-12 minutes 

 

The Leafs skated at Scotiabank Arena on Saturday.  

Matt Murray skated gingerly off the ice shortly after the morning skate 
began.  

"Murray had some discomfort in his groin so we just decided it made 
sense to remove him from the skate and get him assessed and that 
process is still ongoing," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "It happened in the 
skate today. He was 100 per cent fine going into it." 

Murray had been tabbed to start against the Ottawa Senators, his former 
team, on Saturday night. Ilya Samsonov was informed about Murray's 
situation and didn't stay out for extra work.  

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) October 15, 2022 

"We got Ilya preparing to start at this point," Keefe said. "The plan was 
for Matt to start and if he's able to do so, and he's cleared to do so, he 
will." 

Players weren't sure what to make of the situation.  

"I don't know anything about Murray," winger Mitch Marner said 
preemptively before his media session even began. "I know you're going 
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to ask me. I don't know nothing about Murr. Hopefully he's OK. Hopefully 
he's all good. We'll see later on." 

"I don't know what happened," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "But, 
either way, as players you prepare for the game. We're confident in both 
our goalies so it's a non-issue in terms of tonight."    

The cap-strapped Leafs don't have any healthy scratches or the space to 
call someone up. So, if Murray's injury is minor and he's not going on 
long term injured reserve, the team will need to sign someone to a tryout 
for Saturday's game. A similar situation played out last year on the 
season's first Saturday after Petr Mrazek sustained a groin injury. 
University of Toronto goalie Alex Bishop signed an amateur tryout and 
dressed as the back-up to Jack Campbell before Michael Hutchinson 
was called up the next day on an emergency basis. 

"It's still too early at this point to really give you much in terms of the 
what-if scenarios or anything like that," Keefe said.  

If Murray's situation is more serious and his cap hit can be moved to the 
long term injured reserve then the Leafs can call up someone, 
presumably Marlies starter Erik Kallgren, immediately. 

Murray, who allowed four goals on 23 shots in his Leafs debut on 
Wednesday, is looking to reestablish himself after an injury-plagued run 
in Ottawa. He made just 45 starts over the last two seasons.   

"Matt, unfortunately, in his time here, was injured all the time," Senators 
coach D.J. Smith told reporters on Friday. "Take nothing away from him. 
He was just hurt all the time. He had a lot of bad luck." 

Anton Forsberg will start for the Senators.  

Murray leaves Leafs skate early with groin discomfort 

Matt Murray was in the starter's net during Leafs morning skate on 
Saturday, but left practice early with groin discomfort. His status for 
tonight's game against the Senators is to be determined as he is 
currently being evaluated. 

Samsonov stopped 24 of 26 shots in Thursday's win over the 
Washington Capitals.  

"Even if they're not starting, the real pros go through it as though they 
are, because you just never know," noted Keefe.  

Samsonov was admittedly nervous at the start of his Leafs debut on 
Thursday. He allowed two goals in the first period, including a weak 
Marcus Johansson shot, which he referred to as "a wake-up call." 
Samsonov steadied himself the rest of the way while tuning out chirps 
from his ex-teammates.  

"I did see some of the Russian guys talking to him a little bit throughout 
the game, but he seemed to handle it well," said third-line centre Alex 
Kerfoot. "A lot going on. He played really well. I mean, a couple get 
scored on him early in the game and he just settles right in. Got a lot of 
confidence in himself. No panic whatsoever and I think that resonated 
throughout our group."  

Samsonov is looking for another strong start this season. He opened last 
year on a 9-0-1 run with three shutouts through November 28. He was 
14-12-4 with no shutouts after that. The Capitals did not extend 
Samsonov a qualifying offer in the summer.  

Leafs believe Samsonov can build on emotional debut 

The Maple Leafs weigh in on Ilya Samsonov's emotional debut and 
victory against his former team and believe he can build on his 
impressive performance. 

In an Instagram post on Friday, Auston Matthews noted that the "Vault 
was buzzin'" on Thursday night. The superstar centre was a big reason 
why. The reigning Hart Trophy winner scored the game-winning goal in 
the third period and also landed a big hit, which led to "MVP! MVP!" 
chants. 

"It's good to acknowledge it after that shift," said Marner. "It was a pretty 
sick shift by him with the big hit and nice play." 

"It lifts all of us," said top-line left winger Michael Bunting. "The crowd 
gets into. It gets loud. Your momentum gets going. That's always pretty 
cool when they're chanting that."  

    Matthews gets SBA rocking after his hit pic.twitter.com/t1RYLnY6Ny 

    — Omar (@TicTacTOmar) October 14, 2022 

Matthews was credited with five hits, which was one behind Nicolas 
Aube-Kubel for the game high.  

"That's an aspect of his game that he doesn't show a lot, but obviously he 
has it," noted Bunting. "He's a big body. He's very strong. He laid a solid 
hit and forced a turnover there. He can bring everything to the game." 

Keefe sees Matthews growing the physical aspect of his game.  

"The more difficult games we play, the more playoff games we play, you 
recognize that's just the reality of the league when it counts the most," 
the coach pointed out. "It requires more from each player physically both 
in handing out contact and dealing with contact. Auston's a big, strong 
guy that can assert himself that way when he needs to and can also 
handle contact and play through contact and raise his level through that 
when it's required. That's just another area where he can really lead our 
team and give us a boost when that's what the game calls for." 

Thursday's goal was the 150th for Matthews at Scotiabank Arena 
(playoffs and regular season combined), which puts him one behind Mats 
Sundin for the all-time record.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews has the combination to The Vault 

Auston Matthews was a big reason why the atmosphere was incredible 
at Scotiabank Arena on Thursday night as he scored the game-winner 
against the Capitals and was serenaded with chants of 'MVP' after 
landing a big hit in the third period. Mark Masters has more. 

Matthews has scored more against the Senators (23 goals) than any 
other opponent. He's the all-time leader (minimum 25 games) in points 
per game against the Senators with 40 in 26 or 1.54 per outing. Joe 
Sakic is second at 1.34.  

"He's dangerous everywhere," Senators defenceman Thomas Chabot 
told reporters. "Over the last few years you learn where he stands in the 
O-zone and the spots he likes shooting the puck from. It's a big 
challenge, but I think we're ready for it."  

Matthews and Marner (32 points in 27 games) have recorded the first 
and second-most points against Ottawa since entering the NHL in 2016-
17.  

"They have big, big-time talent and we're going to have to hold onto 
pucks in the O-zone," Smith told reporters. "Our O-zone time tonight has 
to be high to keep them from having the puck."   

The Senators are looking like a tougher out this season after signing 
Claude Giroux and acquiring Alex DeBrincat. Highly-touted prospect 
Jake Sanderson is also making his debut on defence. And, even before 
the additions, the Senators played Toronto tough.  

"I know every time we play Ottawa we know we're in a game," said 
Keefe. 

"They stay patient with us," noted Marner. "They try and wait us out. So, 
for us, it's making sure we stay patient as well and don't force anything. 
Make sure we're playing below the goal line. If plays are there to happen, 
try to make them, but don't force anything in there and give them the 
offensive chances the other way." 

A similar warning is being heard in the Senators room.  

"They lead the NHL with an average of 14.3 odd-man rushes per game," 
stressed Smith. "I mean, that's outrageously high. That will go down as 
the season goes on, but they're clearly a team that can create them. So, 
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we're going to have to finish their defence and be physical and keep 
them out of the rush." 

Leafs preparing for 'very skilled' Sens as Battle of Ontario heats up 

With the new-look Senators in town for the first time this season, the 
Maple Leafs share their thoughts on Ottawa's new acquisitions and are 
expecting them to be a fast and dynamic team. 

Wayne Simmonds skated at Scotiabank Arena again before the main 
team session. The veteran winger cleared waivers last week, but hasn't 
joined the Marlies.  

"I don't know a lot about it other than the organization has been good 
about giving Wayne some time to settle into his situation and sort out 
what his next steps might be and what he might want to do," Keefe said. 
"We've been nothing but supportive through that. He's played in the 
league a very long time and certainly deserves that."  

Timothy Liljegren joined the morning skate. It was the defenceman's first 
session with teammates this season. Liljegren underwent hernia surgery 
on Sept. 16 and will be out at least six weeks. 

"He's moving good and feeling good, but any time there's something 
internal going on there where he's had a repair done they'll be really 
cautious before he gets into any real contact," Keefe said. "He's quite a 
ways away still."  

    Timothy Liljegren joining a full team Leafs skate for the first time this 
season 

    Underwent hernia surgery on eve of training camp and expected to 
return some time in November pic.twitter.com/edJDMvQzBz 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) October 15, 2022 

Lines at Saturday's Leafs skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Malgin  

Engvall - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Aube-Kubel 

Rielly - Brodie  

Muzzin - Holl  

Giordano - Sandin  

Murray  

Samsonov 

TSN.CA LOADED: 10.16.2022 

 


