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How NC State and Hurricanes came to agree on one big thing: an outdoor hockey game 

By Chip Alexander 

Orange traffic cones were first spotted dotting the turf at N.C. 
State’s Carter-Finley Stadium in February 2019, the outline 
roughly that of a hockey rink. 

It also happened that NHL commissioner Gary Bettman was 
in Raleigh to attend a Carolina Hurricanes game at PNC 
Arena. Social media was all atwitter. 

Four years later, those cones will be replaced by a rink for 
the Hurricanes’ first outdoor hockey game – twice delayed 
during the coronavirus pandemic but finally to be played 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 against the Washington Capitals at 
Carter-Finley. 

More than 55,000 fans should pack the Wolfpack’s stadium 
for the 2023 NHL Stadium Series game to be shown in prime 
time by ESPN that will give the Hurricanes, N.C. State, the 
City of Raleigh, Wake County and the Triangle a showcase 
and some seemingly priceless exposure. 

It underscores a degree of cooperation between the 
Hurricanes and NCSU that could be vital in the future plans 
for PNC Arena, the home for Canes games and Wolfpack 
men’s basketball. 

“This is just one regular-season game, one day, but I think 
it’s so different and so special that I’d put it at or near the top 
of big events in this market in the last 20 years,” Scott 
Dupree, executive director of the Greater Raleigh Sports 
Alliance, said in an interview. “I can’t remember where 
there’s been this much talk and anticipation this far out. 

“It feels different than just a big event. It feels like there’s a 
little extra ‘umph’ behind it because it’s different and it’s 
new.” 

2023 NHL Stadium Series ticket demand 

There’s certainly been a ticket demand. Canes president and 
general manager Don Waddell said that the team initially 
received 18,650 tickets and sold them in three hours. Then 
came another 3,000 allotment -- sold. Then another 3,000. 
Sold. 

“And in time I think there will be more tickets available in this 
market,” Waddell said. 

The outdoor game is a collaboration between the Hurricanes 
and NCSU, whose relationship at times has been 
contentious in the past — heated disputes over the 
Wolfpack’s basketball scheduling at PNC Arena arose a 
decade ago – but much smoother in recent years. 

In this case, the Hurricanes approached N.C. State about 
holding the game at Carter-Finley, university leaders 
approved, contracts were signed and that was pretty much 
that. The rest is logistics. 

“Obviously it’s not happening without NC State, without their 
partnership and support and them buying into this, agreeing 
to do it and wanting to do it,” Dupree said. 

Dupree is a member of the local organizing committee for the 
Stadium Series event. Also on the committee are Mike 
Forman, the Hurricanes’ director of marketing, and 
Stephanie Menio, deputy athletic director at N.C. State. 

Forman said the NHL signed separate contracts with the 
Hurricanes and N.C. State in setting up the venue for the 
game. 

“With NC State it’s from the facility standpoint and a little bit 
with the operations standpoint, and with the Hurricanes in it 
being our game and our event,” Forman said in an interview. 

“Essentially what they do (in the NHL) is they come in and 
buy out the game from us. They pay State to rent out the 
facility and other expenses. They buy the game from us and 
that’s why it’s not included in our season ticket-packages and 
is a separate sale. It’s truly a league event.” 

A weekend for Canes, NC State, downtown Raleigh 

Nor will it be a one-day thing, Forman said. The Hurricanes 
are hosting the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena on 
Thursday, Feb. 16. There will be a FanFest celebration in 
downtown Raleigh on Friday, then a concert that night at 
PNC Arena. 

Saturday belongs to the NHL as attention shifts fully to 
Carter-Finley and the area surrounding the stadium. 

“The NHL takes over,” Forman said. “They’ll be on property 
two weeks prior, not only changing over Carter-Finley and 
getting the ice ready but also on property putting up signage 
and branding opportunities. 

“State’s been great, to make the facility available for walk-
throughs and making sure they’re cooperating with us and 
the league on requests on operations and food and beverage 
to parking to security to retail – just a lot of different 
operational aspects. 

“They’ve been great to work with. They know it will be a great 
spotlight for NC State as well. To have any Saturday night 
broadcast on (ESPN) is great for our brand and their brand.” 

N.C. State will host North Carolina in a men’s basketball 
game on Sunday at PNC Arena to complete the sweep of 
weekend events. 

Should unfavorable weather postpone the hockey game, it 
could be played Sunday night, Forman said. 

The Hurricanes owner’s push for an outdoor game in Raleigh 

A year ago, the Stadium Series game was staged at Nissan 
Stadium in Nashville, Tennessee. The Predators lost 3-2 to 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 17, 2022 

 

the Tampa Bay Lightning with 68,619 in attendance at the 
Titans’ stadium. 

The push for an outdoor game in Raleigh came soon after 
Tom Dundon became majority owner of the Hurricanes in 
2018. Dundon was relentless in his pursuit, Bettman has 
said, 

“The league didn’t laugh in our faces but they probably 
laughed a little internally in terms of there may be other 
markets they thought were more deserving,” Forman said. 
“Tom is a convincing individual and I think he actually had 
them on-board before our on-ice success. 

“I will say they probably were hesitant at the time. Our 
attendance was rising but nowhere close to where it is now 
and has been the last four years in terms of the rising trend 
and us going to the (Stanley Cup) playoffs.” 

The Hurricanes were selected for an outdoor game early in 
2020 but the NHL announced in December 2020 that the 
Feb. 20, 2021 game was being postponed because of the  

pandemic. A proposed game in February 2022 then was 
postponed by mutual agreement between the team and 
league, Waddell said, and the 2022 game subsequently held 
in Nashville. 

Now, finally, it’s Raleigh’s turn. 

“This will have the fan fest and concert to a State basketball 
game to a celebration of food and music. It’s probably going 
to be more a celebration about this community than just a 
Carolina Hurricanes hockey game and NHL event,” Forman 
said. “Everything we see quantitatively and qualitatively show 
from a data perspective it will be the biggest event we’ve 
hosted from a Carolina Hurricanes standpoint. It’s going to 
be a major, major event for this area.” 

Forman added one last thought: “Just pray for good 
weather.”

 

 

Five struggling NHL teams I’m not worried about (yet), plus way-too-early power rankings 
 

By Sean McIndoe 

The weekend rankings are back, and it’s too early. 

That’s the caveat we throw out every year, and will have to 
remember for at least the first few weeks. If I don’t mention it 
right up front, I know some of you will make sure to do it for 
me. It gets late early in the NHL, but not this early. We get it. 

For the record, I strongly considered starting the rankings 
last Monday, when the season had technically started but 
only two games had been played across the entire league. I 
was talked out of it, and that was probably the right call. Just 
remember, if you think it’s too early this week, it could have 
been worse. 

The other thing we always do in the first column of a season 
is to remind you what this is all about. We’ll be doing a top 
and bottom five every week, but they’re a little bit different 
from other rankings you might see. We’re looking long-term 
here — trying to predict the five teams that are most likely to 
win a Stanley Cup, and the five that are most likely to finish 
dead last. We are not just trying to capture a snapshot of 
who’s playing well right now, or who had the best or worst 
week, or who beat who last night. That means we try very 
hard not to overreact to short-term trends, and we lean on 
preseason expectations at least as much as results in the 
very early going. It’s a different vibe, and if you’re into the 

instant gratification of seeing your favorite team shoot to the 
top of the rankings after a good week, it may not be for you. 

I’m adding a new twist to this year’s column: A bonus top-five 
ranking that will be on any topic I feel like. This week, we’re 
going to try to calm some nerves. 

Top five teams I’m not panicking about just yet 

Sometimes a bad first week is just that — one week, the kind 
of short slump even the best teams go through a few times a 
year. Sometimes it ends up meaning much more. 

Remember last year, when the Habs went from the Cup 
Final to starting 0-3-0 and we weren’t completely sure what 
to make of it? That turned out to be a surprisingly bad team 
revealing itself early. While it does happen that way 
sometimes, I don’t think any of these five teams have to be 
worried yet. We’ll start with the easiest team to believe in and 
get tougher as we go. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning — Should losses to the Rangers 
and Penguins have us counting out the 2020 and 2021 
champs? Put it this way, this won’t be the last time they show 
up in this column. 

4. Ottawa Senators — With a ton of well-deserved optimism 
in the fan base and a recent history of miserable starts, the 
Sens may be one of the teams that can least afford to 
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stumble out of the gate. Dropping their first two is 
disappointing for sure, and the schedule is nasty for the next 
few weeks. But let’s at least give them a home game before 
we start any “here we go again” narratives. 

3. Washington Capitals — A loss to the Habs on Saturday 
would have caused concern, but they got the job done, even 
if it wasn’t an especially emphatic win. The Caps are 
everyone’s pick to be the Eastern playoff team that holds the 
door open for one of the rebuilds to make a run, and maybe 
they do play that role. For now, one out of three isn’t bad. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets — Maybe the model was on to 
something, which would be bad news for those of us who 
said it was clearly wrong. It certainly hasn’t been a great start 
to the Johnny Gaudreau era, with three regulation losses in 
three games, all of those by three goals. It was a tough 
schedule to start, though, with two or maybe three legitimate 
Cup contenders. It doesn’t get easy now, with the Canucks, 
Predators, Penguins and Rangers this week, so this could 
get into a bad place quickly. I don’t think it’s there yet. 

1. Minnesota Wild — Hoo boy. A legitimate Cup contender, 
or so we thought, but they’ve looked awful through two. A 7-3 
loss to the Rangers in the opener was bad, and Saturday’s 
7-6 loss to the Kings was worse. Nobody wants to count 
Marc-Andre Fleury out based on two games, but he’s about 
to turn 38, and if he’s cooked then the Wild might be in big 
trouble. I’m not saying we’re there, but check back in a week. 

On to the top and bottom five. Remember everyone, long-
term thinking. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

Where are you at with those new virtual board ads? I’ll be 
honest, aside from a couple of obvious glitches, they haven’t 
bothered me much. But I’ve heard from more than a few fans 
who find them extremely distracting and even a couple 
who’ve said they make the games unwatchable. Let me 
know in the comments how you’re feeling about these things. 

5. Florida Panthers (2-0-0, +3 true goals differential*) — The 
early schedule isn’t especially tough, although they get a 
solid early challenge tonight in Boston. Matthew Tkachuk is 
off to a nice start, and while I’m not completely sold on the 
Paul Maurice era, I still feel like we can squeeze them into 
the top five. 

4. Tampa Bay Lightning (1-2-0, -3) — As promised, here are 
the Lightning in the top five despite losing two of three. 
Again, we’re focused on the long term here, which means 
that a team with a ton of talent and two recent 
championships isn’t going to be pushed down the rankings 
because they lost road games to two Cup contenders. 

(By the way guys, thanks for delivering the season’s first 
oddly specific prediction. Never let it be said that my loyalty 
can’t be bought.) 

3. Calgary Flames (2-0-0, +3) — The offseason’s most 
fascinating team has been one of the early season’s best, 
with wins over the Avs and Oilers. They did let Edmonton 
control big stretches on Saturday, but it’s hard to argue with 

a one-goal win on the road against a team that many of us 
had picked as the division’s best. That now feels like the 
Flames, although there’s one more team we’ll mention in a 
bit that might have something to say. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes (2-0-0, +4) — Man, the Metro already 
seems fun, doesn’t it? The Rangers looked scary good 
against the Lightning and Wild but not against the Jets. The 
Penguins have been strong. The Islanders look feisty again. 
Even the Flyers are 2-0-0, which is two wins more than some 
of their fans seemed to think they’d get all year. 

I’m sticking with my preseason pick, although Carolina hasn’t 
had to face a contender yet. It will be fun to watch them go 
through Alberta this week. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (1-1-0, +1) — No surprises here. The 
defending champs are the best team in the league until they 
show us otherwise, and it’s going to take a lot more than one 
opening-week loss against a very good team to make that a 
reality. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Vegas Golden Knights — One more thing for 
any newbies out there: Each week’s top and bottom five 
sections will include one bonus team that didn’t make the 
formal five, and it’s just a team I feel like talking about. That 
doesn’t mean it’s the team that came the closest to being 
one of the five, because if I wanted to do it that way every 
week, this would just be a top and bottom six. 

So, the Knights. It takes more than three wins to get a non-
playoff team into top-five consideration. Then again, the 
Knights weren’t exactly a typical playoff miss. They’re as 
stacked with talent as anyone in the West outside of 
Colorado, Edmonton or Calgary, and the goaltending is the 
only true question mark. If the goalies hold, look out. 

So far, the goalies have held, with both Logan Thompson 
and Adin Hill looking sharp on the way to a 3-0-0 start. None 
of those wins have exactly been dominating; they needed a 
last-second goal to beat the Kings on opening night, and I’m 
not sure beating the Hawks 1-0 should impress anyone. 
Saturday’s win over the Kraken was a little bit more of a 
statement, but the real test comes tomorrow in Calgary. They 
also get the Avalanche on the weekend, so we’re going to 
learn a bit about this team over the next few days. 

Until then, we can just call this a strong start for a team with 
a sneaky but not implausible path out of the Pacific. Hope 
you got your Jack Adams bets on Bruce Cassidy in early. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

Hey, since this is the loser section — it’s weird that there’s 
only been one loser point this year, right? We’ve had 37 
games, and only one went to overtime. And that one lasted 
less than a minute. On the good side, that means the dream 
of a shootout-less season is still alive. 

5. New Jersey Devils (0-2-0, -6) — We could work a few 
different teams into this spot. The Flyers got two wins, so 
we’ll be nice to them, and the Kraken have looked better. 
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The Ducks staked a claim when they got blown out by the 
Islanders. But when in doubt, I like to check in with the 
smartest Devils fan I know: 

Yeah, that sounds about right. The Devils get the spot. 

4. Montreal Canadiens (1-2-0, -4) — Their opening-night win 
over Toronto served notice that they’re not going to be 
anyone’s night off this year, while losses to the Wings and 
Caps remind us that there’s just not that much offensive 
talent here. Still, the season is about growth, and part of that 
growth is building on the good games when they come. The 
Habs should have a few more on the way, but it may not be 
many. 

3. San Jose Sharks (0-4-0, -8) — The league’s only four-loss 
team could probably excuse the first three of those since the 
Europe games are always a little weird and they had to come 
home to the Hurricanes. Losing to the Blackhawks, though? 
Not great. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (1-2-0, -1) — When you’re tanking, 
you always want to get out to a good start and extinguish any 
lingering hope right out of the gate. That’s what makes 
Saturday’s win over the Sharks so tough; there’s lots of time 
left to make it up, but those are two points that you just don’t 
want to get in what should be a very losable matchup. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (0-2-0, -7) — I think Travis is being a little 
bit harsh here, and they did show some life early in the third 
against Boston. But man, this team just doesn’t have enough 
talent to compete. 

By the way, they’re in Toronto tonight, so get your 
overreactions ready if they pull out a win. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — Canucks fans probably 
noticed that they weren’t mentioned as one of the teams I’m 

not worried about. That doesn’t mean all is lost, but this 0-2-0 
start feels different than some of the others. 

I was in on the Canucks as a sneaky dark horse contender, 
and I looked really smart for the first three minutes against 
the Oilers. It’s been all downhill since then, as they collapsed 
in Edmonton and then lost in Philadelphia on Saturday. 
Suddenly, a tough five-game road trip to start the season is 
teetering on the edge of turning ugly. Maybe it already has. 

So what’s gone wrong? Start in goal, where Thatcher Demko 
has looked human. None of the stars have done anything 
especially impressive. The defense has had more than a few 
breakdowns, which is maybe understandable against the 
Oilers and not so much against the Flyers. And then there’s 
J.T. Miller, who … well, let’s let him tell you. 

Yeah, that sounds about right. The “all eight goals” stat isn’t 
quite as bad as it sounds because half of those have come 
on the penalty kill, but it hasn’t been good. At the very least, 
this isn’t what you’re looking for when a guy is 29 and has a 
$56 million extension that hasn’t even started yet. 

Overall, this is just a sloppy-looking team right now. Some of 
that is on Bruce Boudreau, whose seat may already be 
warming up given how the offseason option drama played 
out. In an interesting twist, the schedule has Canucks going 
on a tour of the top of our “not quite worried yet” list this 
week, as they get the Caps tonight, the Blue Jackets 
tomorrow and then the Wild on Thursday. Two or three wins 
would do a lot to move the Canucks back into don’t-panic 
territory. It sure doesn’t feel like that’s where their fans are 
right now. 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article264678729.html 

https://theathletic.com/3699389/2022/10/17/five-struggling-teams-power-rankings/ 
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1255383 Seattle Kraken 

 

Kraken will see if home opener was just a blip as they host Hurricanes, 
Blues 

 

By Kate Shefte  

 

The Kraken previewed a new and improved product while starting the 
season on a two-game road trip. Then they couldn’t bring it home for a 
closer look. 

Saturday’s 5-2 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights in the regular-season 
debut at Climate Pledge Arena sounds closer than it was. The Kraken 
trailed 12 seconds in and scored both goals in the final seven minutes of 
the game. 

Little went right Saturday night until it was too late. 

“Maybe we were feeling a little too good about our first two games,” 
forward Jordan Eberle said after the game. “Sometimes, it’s good to get 
knocked down a bit.” 

The Kraken are 1-1-1 after the first week of the season. They hope to 
give the home crowd a better show Monday night when they host the 
Carolina Hurricanes (2-0), a Stanley Cup contender after finishing with 
the third-most points in the league for two straight seasons. The St. Louis 
Blues (1-0) are in town Wednesday. 

The Kraken surrendered one lead in an overtime loss in Anaheim but 
kept a tight grip on another in Los Angeles. The 5-of-13 power play has 
connected at least once in all three games, though the penalty kill has 
been allowing goals at about the same clip (58.3%). 

The Kraken had a chance to bring out the resiliency they showed in the 
preseason but allowed another goal less than three minutes after the 
first. 

“That set the tone for the game, in my opinion,” Eberle said. “But you 
should be able to rebound off that and be a mature enough group that 
(when) things go wrong — especially in the first eight seconds — you still 
have three periods to come back from it. We just didn’t really have an 
answer.” 

Vegas’ 2-0 lead held for a period and a half before the costly defensive 
breakdowns arrived in earnest. Coach Dave Hakstol diagnosed it as 
misdirected hunger to score. 

“You’ve got guys that care, so you want to do a little bit too much, rather 
than going the other way and just simplifying things and finding a way to 
work back in. That’s, in essence, what happened to us in the second 
period,” Hakstol said. “We’re pressing for offense when in reality, we 
really didn’t need to.” 

On an individual note, Jaden Schwartz has scored in two straight and 
Matty Beniers has 13 points (four goals, nine assists) in 13 career NHL 
games. According to the team, Beniers is the seventh rookie in NHL 

history to record a point in at least 12 of his first 13 career games. The 
list includes Jonathan Toews (2007-08) and Joe Sakic (1988-89). 

Andre Burakovsky has at least a point (1 goal, 3 assists) in all three 
games and fellow offseason pickup Justin Schultz has three (1 goal, 2 
assists). On Saturday, Schultz sped all the way down from the opposite 
crease to accept Burakovsky’s pass and put a low, quick shot by Vegas 
goaltender Adin Hill, finally giving the home fans a reason to get on their 
feet. 

Seattle is winless in five meetings with Vegas. 

The California Kraken are the version of themselves they want to put out 
there, not the tired-looking, disorganized group from Saturday’s home 
opener. 

“We’re a great hockey team. We’ve shown that in the first two games,” 
forward Yanni Gourde said. “I think we’ve definitely gotten better and 
we’ll show it in the next game.” 

Seattle Times LOADED: 10.17.2022 
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Slow starts afflicting Edmonton Oilers early into NHL season 

 

Derek Van Diest 

Publishing date: Oct 16, 2022 

 

Failing to start on time is not a new issue for the Edmonton Oilers. 

For whatever reason, the Oilers can’t seem to find their game until trailing 
and the trend has continued through the first two games of the 2022-23 
NHL season. 

No one has to be reminded, spotting teams three-goal leads is not a 
viable winning strategy, so the Oilers will be digging deep trying to put a 
finger on the problem when they return to practice Monday, hoping to 
have it resolved by the time the Buffalo Sabres come to town Tuesday. 

“It was another tough start for us,” said Oilers defenceman Cody Ceci, 
who scored in a 4-3 loss to the Calgary Flames at Rogers Place on 
Saturday. “It’s tough for us to come back every single night, so it’s 
something we definitely have to address. Once we get going, we’re a 
good team, but we can’t play from behind every single night.” 

In the season opener on Wednesday, the Oilers spotted the Vancouver 
Canucks a 3-0 lead before battling back and winning 5-3. They fell 
behind 4-1 to the Flames on Saturday before scoring a pair of goals to 
make it interesting at the end. 

And despite being outplayed for the majority of the third period, the Oilers 
did come within the shaft of a goal stick of tying the game and sending it 
into overtime. 

“Coming into the game, that (starting well) was a focus of ours and we 
kind of failed that,” Ceci said. “We need to figure it out for the next game. 
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It’s a number of things — it’s always different every single game. It’s 
tough to point out one thing, but we definitely have to come out stronger, 
especially at home.” 

Considering this is not a new issue, the Oilers have tried many methods 
in an attempt to start on the front foot at a puck drop. With an immensely 
talented group, the Oilers have the capability of battling back and are 
never out of a game regardless of the deficit. Yet, there isn’t any reason 
to make things harder on themselves. 

Whether it’s a new pre-game routine, different warm-up, starting lineup, 
or pep talk, the Oilers need to figure it out. 

If they haven’t already, they could check out actor Michael Sheen’s 
speech to the Welsh national soccer team heading into its game against 
England at the 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar this winter, which went 
viral in September. 

“When you look at some of the goals that went in, I thought around our 
net we were not near as assertive or hard, the way we normally can 
play,” said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “They did a good job of 
getting to our net and we can do a better job of preventing them from 
getting there. 

“I thought on the second goal, we lost a face-off and they came down 
and it was a seeing-eye puck that went in on a hard shot. The third one, 
we fall down, and the fourth one it was a little bit of a sloppy change, but I 
thought we could be harder around our blue paint.” 

Oilers goaltender Jack Campbell was pulled midway through the first 
period after giving up four goals on 11 shots, and replaced by Stuart 
Skinner, who stopped the bleeding. 

The slow start cannot fall squarely on the shoulder of the Oilers’ new 
goaltender, however. The first goal was a rebound off a point shot that hit 
the stick of rookie Dylan Holloway on the way to the net and changed 
speed. Campbell was still able to readjust and make the save, but the 
rebound fell to Mikael Backlund, who swept it in. 

On the second, Flames defenceman Michael Stone had all day to fire a 
shot through a screen past Campbell, and defenceman Brett Kulak blew 
a tire at the blue line on the third, allowing Nazem Kadri to go in all alone. 

“The breakaway is the one goal I really want back,” Campbell said. 
“When it’s me and the shooter, I expect myself to save that one every 
time. I’ll go over the video with Schwartzy (goaltending coach Dustin 
Schwartz) and get back to work.” 

As a new member of the Oilers, Campbell may have to get adjusted to 
first-period barrages and trying to keep his team in the game while the 
rest find their skating legs. 

The Kadri goal was a save Campbell desperately wanted to make to bail 
Kulak out, who fell over on his own. 

“If you can get out of that period — I obviously didn’t want to give up two 
quick ones, I gave up two quick ones in the first game — but if you can 
make that save it gives the team a lot of life and who knows from there,” 
Campbell said. “That’s just something I expect out of myself.” 

Considering how the Oilers manhandled the Flames in the playoffs last 
season, Calgary was expected to be an inspired group in the only Battle 
of Alberta in Edmonton this season. 

The Oilers were outshot 16-11 in the opening period and 42-29 overall, 
but Woodcroft does not believe his defence was overwhelmed as a 
reporter in the post-game media availability suggested. 

“I wouldn’t use that word, that’s your word,” Woodcroft said. “I would say 
that we can play better and certainly there’s some specific areas we can 
improve in, but that’s on us, that’s not on anybody else. We can play 
better than we showed, specifically in the first period.” 
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1255330 Calgary Flames 

 

Hitmen split on first multi-game road trip of WHL season 

 

Todd Saelhof 

6-7 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

It was the first true road swing of the 2022-23 Western Hockey League 
campaign. 

And from it, the Calgary Hitmen bring back not only a pair of points but a 
few positive ones to put towards the race in the regular season. 

“Effort in both games was good,” said Hitmen head coach Steve 
Hamilton of the two-game Saskatchewan swing that yielded a win over 
the Prince Albert Raiders on Saturday and a loss to the Saskatoon 
Blades on Sunday.  

“Guys are starting to understand how important the details of the game 
are.” 

That proved positive in a convincing 6-1 victory over the host Prince 
Albert Raiders on Saturday night at Art Hauser Centre. 

Rookie forward Matteo Danis led the way with two goals and an assist, 
while Oliver Tulk, Blake Heward, Brandon Whynott and Jacob Wright 
added singles. Hitmen captain Riley Fiddler-Schultz chipped in a pair of 
assists. Tulk now leads the Hitmen in goals with five, while his first-period 
tally extended his career-high point-streak to five games. 

Goaltender Brayden Peters also turned in a strong performance for the 
Hitmen, turning aside 35 Raiders shots to lower his goal-against average 
to 2.19 this season. The victory was the first for Calgary in nine tries in 
Prince Albert, having gone 0-4-3-1 in their previous eight meetings at Art 
Hauser Centre. 

Evan Herman supplied the lone goal for Prince Albert. 

“We capitalized on our opportunities in P.A. and didn’t in Saskatoon,” 
Hamilton said. “But it was a good challenge playing on short turnaround.” 

Unfortunately, it was a loss — 4-2 — on Sunday afternoon to the Blades 
at SaskTel Centre. 

Brandon Lisowsky scored twice for the Blades, while rookie goaltender 
Austin Elliott made 26 saves, including a penalty-shot stop of Tulk and a 
breakaway save of Tulk. 

Grayden Siepmann and Carson Wetsch supplied the Hitmen markers 
with both players counting their second goals of the season.  

The game was tied 1-1 after the opening period before the Blades took a 
3-2 lead through 40 minutes. 

Jordan Keller and Josh Pillar rounded out the scoring for home side on a 
day where the Blades out-shot Calgary club 30-28. 

The split in Saskatchewan mean the Hitmen are 3-2-1-1 to start the 
season. 

They are now idle until a date with the host Red Deer Rebels on 
Wednesday at the Peavey Mart Centrium (7 p.m.). The next Hitmen 
home game is Friday, when the Blades make a return visit to Scotiabank 
Saddledome (7 p.m.). 
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Warm Calgary welcome for AHL Wranglers despite debut loss at Dome 

 

Todd Saelhof 

10-12 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

The Calgary Wranglers rode into the Scotiabank Saddledome on Sunday 
afternoon, bringing more high-level hockey to the city. 

Their debut was marked by festive music outside the building, a Flames-
like intro show and a healthy throng of fans in the stands. 

But there was no win to go with the official start-up of the American 
Hockey League in Calgary. 

Bummer. 

“The crowd was awesome, and it was a fun atmosphere to play in,” said 
Wranglers alternate captain Matthew Phillips after the 6-5 matinee loss to 
the Coachella Valley Firebirds at the Dome. “I mean … I wish we 
could’ve been the team to go up a couple of goals early.” 

Instead it was the visitors with the first goal, two of the opening three and 
five of the starting six in scoring the victory in what was their season-
opener, as well. 

The barrage of goals by the Firebirds in the first half of the game was the 
only thing that took the shine of the Wranglers’ start to life in Calgary, 
which came before a solid crowd of 5,663 hockey folks. 

“They were great,” said Wranglers head coach Mitch Love of the fans. 
“The support in this market is going to be really good for us, as it is for all 
its hockey teams. Our guys sense that. 

“I think a little bit of the first 40 minutes was a lot of nerves, us trying to 
do too much. And we talked about that before the game — we wanted to 
really simplify our game. Especially with a nice crowd like this in the 
home-opener. It doesn’t matter what level you’re in, it’s always a nerve-
wracking game for some guys. And we just stood around and watched 
Coachella Valley play their game.” 

Indeed, it was the Firebirds’ Kole Lind with the only one of the first period 
for his first of four points on the day. In the second, the visitors really 
ratcheted up the scoring with four more goals in the first 10:31 — by 
Andrew Poturalski, Michal Kempny, Max McCormick and Jesper Froden 
to chase Wranglers starting goaltender Dustin Wolf — answered by the 
home team only with Jeremie Poirier’s goal. 

But that marker goes down in Wranglers annals as the first for the 
franchise in Calgary. 

“It’s a special feeling — the first goal is always nice,” said Poirier, who 
came in off the point on the power play, grabbed Cole Schwindt’s poke 
pass and wristed it high over Firehawks goalie Joe Daccord. “But I think 
when you don’t get the two points, that goal doesn’t mean anything right 
now.” 

It did, however, keep the hosts somewhat upright for the second half of 
the game, when everything started to click for them. They got two goals 
late in the second period — one from Nick DeSimone, on a point-shot off 
the post, and another from Phillips, on a backhand from the slot in the 
dying second of the frame — to cut into Coachella Valley’s lead. 

“(The slow start) kind of showed it was our first fast game together,” said 
Phillips, whose team’s only other full night as a unit came Tuesday night 
in a 7-0 exhibition win over the University of Calgary Dinos. “We could’ve 
been a lot better in our end. That’s how we dug ourselves a hole.  

“But we didn’t just cave. We almost came back and tied the game up. So 
there were still some positives.”  

Yes, the third proved much better for the Wranglers, although Lind’s 
second goal — this one on Wolf’s replacement, Oscar Dansk, 4:51 into 
the stanza — proved to the winner.  

Phillips scored again — on a wraparound — with 5:56 remaining, and 
fellow forward Walker Duehr netted another Wranglers goal just 46 
seconds later — on a fortunate shot from the half-boards — to set up an 
entertaining finish. 

Following plenty of pressure, both Phillips and Radim Zohorna came 
close to forcing overtime just seconds before the buzzer. 

“It was really close,” said Phillips, who played in his 200th AHL affair. “I 
think the difference in our game was that we got a little more desperate 
— we simplified and got towards their net. But again, when you dig as big 
of a hole that we did, you might need a little luck to dig out of it.” 

Love agreed, “The third period I liked. But it was all work-based — we 
started to do a lot of good things by moving our feet and going to the net. 
But it’s tough to win hockey games at any level, especially this one, only 
playing 20 minutes of hockey.” 

The Wranglers (0-1) and the Firebirds (1-0) rematch Monday night at the 
Dome (7 p.m.). 

“To be honest, we probably didn’t deserve to win this one,” said 
Wranglers captain Brett Sutter. “Use it as a learning experience — we 
have to check better, we’ve got to work the full 200-foot game and stay a 
little more connected. I think if we play the way we played the last 20 
minutes, we won’t have a hard time winning games like that.” 

“And the fans were great,” added Sutter. “It was good to see them here 
supporting a new team. Hopefully, there was some excitement around 
town. And hopefully, if we can put some wins up on the board for them to 
come, we can see them all year long.” 

LOOSE PUCKS 

As the Stockton Heat last year, the Flames AHL-affiliate was a Pacific 
Division-best 45-16-5-2 … The Firebirds are the first-year AHL-affiliate 
for the Seattle Kraken, after the Charlotte Checkers served as a farm 
team — split with the Florida Panthers — for the NHL expansion 
franchise last year … Stanley Cup winning coach Dan Bylsma heads up 
the Firebirds bench. The 2010-11 Jack Adams Trophy winner as NHL 
coach of the year won the Cup in 2009 with the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
hasn’t been a head coach since his last of two years with the Buffalo 
Sabres in 2016-17 … Wranglers defenceman Nicolas Meloche and 
Firebirds forward John Hayden dropped gloves early on in the game but 
with few punches to show from it. There was more fire in a third-period 
tango between Wranglers forward Mitch McLain and Firebirds forward 
Carsen Twarnyski, once a Calgary Hitmen staple … The Wranglers lines 
Sunday were: Phillips with Connor Zary and Jakob Pelletier; Schwindt 
between Adam Klapka and Mitch McLain; Sutter alongside Duehr and 
Clark Bishop; and Zohorna with Ben Jones and Martin Pospisil. The blue-
line pairs for the home side were: Poirier with veteran Nicolas Meloche, 
DeSimone with Dennis Gilbert; and Yan Kuznetsov with Ilya Solovyov. 

 

Calgary Sun: LOADED: 10.17.2022 

1255332 Calgary Flames 

 

‘He’s not a pretender’: Sutter’s assistants dish on his keys to coaching 
success 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

10-13 minutes 16/10/2022 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 17, 2022 

 

‘He’s not a pretender’: Sutter’s assistants dish on his keys to coaching 
success 

'To have grown with the game and not relinquish any of the character 
aspects that he excels at, I think that’s pretty special' 

Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter during NHL hockey training 
camp in Calgary on Friday, September 23, 2022. Al Charest / Postmedia 

Perhaps, Ryan Huska had already watched footage of the post-game 
presser. 

Or he just knows his boss really, really well. 

This has been a historic stretch for Calgary Flames skipper Darryl Sutter, 
who joined an exclusive club of coaches when he registered his 700th 
career regular-season victory and also climbed into the Top-10 on the 
NHL’s all-time wins list. 

“I would guess that Darryl would probably tell you those 700 were 
because he coached good teams, good players and good organizations,” 
said Huska, an assistant on Sutter’s staff at the Saddledome. “And that it 
had nothing to do with him.” 

Close. 

Except Sutter didn’t say quite that much. 

“It means a lot,” he offered after a season-opening success story against 
the Colorado Avalanche. “It means I’ve coached four good teams.” 

Of course, the guy who calls the shots and pushes the buttons deserves 
more than a little credit. 

“I think they go hand-in-hand with each other,” Huska nodded. “There’s a 
standard that he holds his teams and organizations accountable to, and 
that’s one of the big reasons I think his teams are always hard to play 
against and that gives him all those chances to win those 700 games 
along the way.” 

Sutter is only the 11th coach in NHL history to clear that particular bar. 
There are Hockey Hall-of-Famers in his rearview mirror, have been for a 
while. 

He made it 701 by coming out on the smiling side of a 4-3 result in 
Saturday’s Battle of Alberta. In doing so, he bumped Mike Babcock down 
a peg on the all-time wins counter. 

“It’s pretty incredible when you think about it,” said Paul Baxter, Sutter’s 
assistant coach on two previous stops, of this latest milestone. “To have 
grown with the game and not relinquish any of the character aspects that 
he excels at, I think that’s pretty special. 

“He’s not a pretender. That’s one of the reasons why his teams are 
contenders, because Darryl has never been a pretender and he’s a 
fantastic leader. I think you see that a lot with his teams — they play for 
real.” 

Flames bench boss and NHL coach of the year Darryl Sutter scored a 
97% approval rating in our survey. 

Flames sign coach Sutter to multi-year extension 

Oct 15, 2022; Edmonton, Alberta, CAN; The Calgary Flames celebrate a 
goal scored by forward Name Kadri (91) during the first period against 
the Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Place.  

SNAPSHOTS: Kadri nets goal, assist to lead Flames to victory over arch-
rival Oilers 

Calgary Flames forward Tyler Toffoli (73) scores on Colorado Avalanche 
goaltender Pavel Francouz at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary on 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022. 

SNAPSHOTS: Flames impressive in opening-night win over Avalanche 

The Flames, hardly known for storming out of the gates during the 
pleased-to-meet-ya stages of a new campaign, are off to a 2-0 start for 
the first time since way back in 2009. 

Sutter, it goes without saying, isn’t about to take his foot off the gas. 

The Jolly Rancher is notorious for his demanding style, his attention to 
detail. While others will sometimes sugar-coat, especially for public 
consumption, he rarely spares even a granule. 

As Baxter, who coached against Sutter in the International Hockey 
League and then was by his side for a total of six seasons in Chicago 
and San Jose, put it: “Darryl doesn’t talk a lot, but he says a lot.” 

That’s what workhorse defenceman Rasmus Andersson was getting at 
this past week when he told reporters: “The thing with Darryl is he’s 
honest with you. If you can’t handle the truth, it sucks for you.” 

When the Flames talked Sutter off the farm in March 2021, some 
wondered if the game had passed him by, if his hard-driving approach 
was too dated. 

He has certainly proven otherwise. At 64, he just signed a multi-year 
extension. By the time that deal is done, he should have 800-and-some 
wins on his resume. The ultimate goal, of course, is his third Stanley Cup 
ring. 

Head coach Darryl Sutter of the Los Angeles Kings celebrates with the 
Stanley Cup after the Kings’ 3-2 double overtime victory against the New 
York Rangers in Game 5 of the 2014 Stanley Cup Final at the Staples 
Center on June 13, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. 

“People always say, ‘Oh, Darryl is old-school,’ ” said Flames associate 
coach Kirk Muller. “Yeah, he’s old-school in terms of principle on certain 
things, but he’s open-minded on the game. There are certain things that 
don’t change. He doesn’t try to reinvent the wheel. But he is also open-
minded to say, ‘OK, there are some new things that you have to 
incorporate into the team,’ and I think he has that ability to say, ‘OK, here 
is the group of guys that we have. We need to make some adjustments 
in order for us to be successful.’ I think that’s one thing that not enough 
people realize. Yeah, he’s old-school, but he’s also not stubborn. If you 
have an idea, as a staff guy, he’ll say, ‘Present it and if there’s merit to it, 
I’ll take it.’ 

“And if you watch us practise, it’s always high-tempo, short practices. 
That’s not old-school. Everything he does is geared towards saving 
energy for the players. We’re not out there for 45 minutes-plus, ever. So 
he understands today’s players with old-school foundations. I think that’s 
a strength.” 

One of many strengths. 

“The way he sees the game live, it’s almost like he has the ability to 
watch it in slow-motion,” Huska marvelled. “In that regard, he’s at a 
different level than anybody I’ve been around. He just has that ability to 
see where everybody is and what’s going on — and that’s without having 
to go look at video. He knows what’s happening, so he can make 
adjustments and changes on the fly.” 

“Behind the bench, I’ve never seen anybody who is able to grasp every 
little item that is going on,” echoed Baxter, a familiar name for fans in 
Calgary thanks to two stints at the Saddledome — first as a player, later 
as an assistant coach. “Whether it’s on the bench or on the ice, he has a 
complete mastery of identifying what is happening and what is needed.” 

The Flames will try to extend their start-of-season winning spree in 
Tuesday’s tango with the Vegas Golden Knights (7 p.m., Sportsnet 
West/Sportsnet 960 The Fan). 

Sutter will be shooting for No. 702. 

“He always says, ‘Life is more important than hockey,’ ” Muller stressed. 
“I think that’s how they grew up as a family on the farm. And I think every 
player who plays for him … He pushes them hard and all that, but at the 
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end of the day, he could be their first phone call, for any reason. I think 
that speaks volumes.” 
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NHL coaching hot seat: Where do all 32 coaches land, right now? 

 

Sean Gentille 
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There’s got to be a better phrase here than “coaching hot seat.” 

It’s overdone and, in some cases, dismissive. The problem, though, is 
that it kind of … fits. It’s a solid shorthand if nothing else. Coaching in the 
NHL is a difficult job, and the vultures are often circling — even after a 
few games. 

So, yes, coaches are going to get fired. Some might get fired soon. 
Plenty will get fired later. Some will get new jobs. Others won’t. So it 
goes. 

What’s certain is that there are 32 of those spots available, and the 
assessment process never ends. At the moment, every coach seems to 
fall into one of eight categories. Here they are, ordered from most to least 
job security. 

Not now, maybe not ever 

Jon Cooper, Tampa Bay Lightning. No team has won more games than 
the Lightning since they hired Cooper in 2013, and only one has the 
same number of Cups. Unless the standard in Tampa Bay is “never lose 
another postseason series,” Cooper isn’t going anywhere. Owner Jeff 
Vinik and GM Julien BriseBois stuck with him after that 2019 playoff 
disaster, and he’s delivered. Big time. Maybe he’ll do the rest of us a 
solid when his contract is up in 2025 and take a TV job. He’d write his 
ticket there, too. No coach has a more impressive combo of high-level 
success and synergy with his bosses. 

Mike Sullivan, Pittsburgh Penguins. The fact that Sullivan hasn’t won a 
Jack Adams is one of the league’s great ongoing, low-level farces, and 
seeing him mid-table on “which coach gets fired first” odds boards is 
hilarious. The team’s new owners at Fenway Sports Group viewed him 
as a major asset from the start. Almost like he’s won two Stanley Cups. 

“He’s the best coach I’ve ever had.” 

Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames. He’s the guy in Calgary for as long as he 
wants it — and based on the two-year extension he just signed, Sutter 
still wants it. He’s 64, but the rest of the Flames’ organization is clearly in 
win-now mode, too; you don’t sign Nazem Kadri for seven seasons if 
you’re all that worried about the future. 

Settled in for the long haul 

Jared Bednar, Colorado Avalanche. The last time we did something like 
this, many moons ago, it centered around which teams would be 
interested in Barry Trotz. Back then, it was fair to wonder whether the 
Avs, were they again to faceplant in the postseason, would look for a 
change. They, uh, did not. So they won’t. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Carolina Hurricanes. This man has been in Raleigh, 
N.C. since 1999-00. It’s borderline impossible to imagine someone else 
coaching that roster, at this point, and it’s tough to find another coach 
who’s the face of his franchise. Are expectations high and rising? Sure — 
but there’s plenty of reason to believe that Brind’Amour will meet them. 
Check back if they get swept in the playoffs. 

Craig Berube, St. Louis Blues. Scientists have spent years trying to figure 
out just how the Blues keep pulling this off. Maybe, just maybe, the coach 
has something to do with it. Berube signed a three-year extension in 
February, a little less than three years after leading the franchise to its 
only Stanley Cup. No team played Colorado tougher in the spring. He’s in 
good shape. 

Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild. The natives are already restless — and if 
Marc-Andre Fleury doesn’t steer the car back onto the road, that’s not 
going to change. Minnesota’s roster has its flaws; it’s also far, far too 
good to worry about just yet. Evason’s 2021-22 was a mixed bag; he 
oversaw a whole bunch of career seasons … and then got outcoached in 
the first round by Berube. It’s not an easy job, given the ongoing cap 
issues, but Evason is doing it well enough. 

Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers. If Igor Shesterkin has another .935 
season — and his save percentage is exactly that thus far, go figure — 
nobody in New York is going to lose their jobs. If Gallant can figure out 
how to turn a young forward or two into a legit second-liner, he’ll have 
himself another meal ticket, and maybe another deep postseason run. 

The right guys at the right time 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton Oilers. Last season, Ken Holland did not want 
Woodcroft as his head coach. No offense meant, necessarily — just a 
testament to how allergic Holland is to in-season changes. Aside from 
that, Woodcroft has done a fantastic job. He maxed out Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl, built a functioning bottom six and helped get the 
Oilers into a passable place defensively. Know what else he did? Raised 
the standard. Playoff advances should be the norm for Edmonton moving 
forward. 

Martin St. Louis, Montreal Canadiens. After taking over in the middle of a 
lost season, if the only thing St. Louis managed was getting Cole 
Caulfield back on track, he’d have been a success. We know he’s done 
more than that. The Canadiens haven’t turned the corner yet, but there’s 
plenty of reason to believe they will. St. Louis is a huge part of that. 

Don Granato, Buffalo Sabres. Not a bad season-opening present for ol’ 
“Donny Meatballs” — a two-year contract extension through the 2025-26 
season. That’s a major bit of validation for Granato (and GM Kevyn 
Adams, who got an extension of his own), and it’s deserved. The Sabres 
played March and April at a 102-point pace, and several young players 
made major jumps. Buffalo has a guy capable of providing the stability 
they’ve lacked for more than a decade. Why mess with it? 

“When Donny came in, you knew you had a winner.” 

He switched from goalie to forward before high school because he 
wanted to score at Wisconsin. He brought a VCR on road trips to study 
film. 

Andre Tourigny, Arizona Coyotes. Expecting anything more from 
Tourigny than avoiding nightly blowouts would be unfair. The Coyotes 
are designed to lose, and lose they will — but they weren’t as bad as 
they should’ve been last season, and they showed plenty of fight in their 
season opener against Pittsburgh. That, combined with Tourigny’s track 
record of success with young players, is a decent sign for whenever the 
tank job is complete, assuming he lasts that long. 

Still in the grace period 

Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets. If Mark Scheifele and Co. buy in — and 
there are some early, encouraging signs — Year 1 under Bowness could 
be a little more interesting than we thought, assuming you enjoy 
suffocating defensive structure. That’s what Rick Bowness does. Also, no 
team in the league is more change-averse than Winnipeg. Not a bad 
place to be. 

Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights. Now, Vegas? Probably kind of a 
bad place to be. It’d be tough to imagine even the Golden Knights’ brain 
trust pulling the chute early on someone with Cassidy’s ability — but the 
roster has issues, and we’ve seen them pull wild stuff regularly and 
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recently. If Logan Thompson is good, though, the outlook gets a lot 
rosier. 

Pete DeBoer, Dallas Stars. The top end is there for DeBoer; he’s got 
three elite forwards, a preseason Norris Trophy favorite and one of the 
best young goaltenders in the game. Now, we get to see if he can piece 
together the rest. Maybe he’ll try to score goals! 

Miro: “It’s more active and I think we’re playing more with the puck. I 
really like that.” 

Derek LaLonde, Detroit Red Wings. Steve Yzerman went out and got 
one of his guys — and LaLonde looks like a good one. He’s had success 
at all levels and twice won the Cup, as an assistant to Cooper. Lots of 
talk about communication. Lots of talk about defense. He’s going to have 
every opportunity to succeed with a roster that can grow under him, a 
boss that hand-picked him and the promise of better days ahead. 

Lane Lambert, New York Islanders. The days of Lou Lamoriello cycling 
through coaches (and hiring himself) seem to be over. Him playing facial 
hair police? That friends, is timeless. It’ll be interesting to see just how 
much more latitude Lambert gives his players to freelance, compared to 
Trotz; they’re not paying Mathew Barzal $72 million to backcheck. 

Paul Maurice, Florida Panthers. No offseason hiring was litigated more 
thoroughly than Maurice. He’s coached forever and won … sometimes. If 
you’re high on him, it’s because of the possibility that he brings some 
semblance of playoff-style hockey to the Panthers. Good as they were in 
the regular season under Andrew Brunette, we did not see that. 

Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins. For whatever reason, he was an under-
the-radar preseason Jack Adams candidate. Montgomery’s ability — to 
connect with the locker room, to generate offense — was never the issue 
in Dallas. Now, after earning a second chance, he’s tasked with helping 
Boston weather some serious early injury issues. So far, so good. The 
narrative, the skillset and the roster are in place for him to snag a whole 
bunch of award votes. 

John Tortorella, Philadelphia Flyers. Whatever you think of the plan in 
Philly — and it’s probably not much — Tortorella’s ability to squeeze 
every available point of his players isn’t in doubt, and they’ve stacked a 
few early wins. We’ll see how it goes from here. 

David Quinn, San Jose Sharks. It’s not new GM Mike Grier’s fault, and 
it’s certainly not Quinn’s, but the Sharks seem to be at the start of a long, 
possibly ugly road. It’ll be interesting to see how both of them define 
success over the next couple seasons; is it fighting for a playoff spot? 
Developing young players while some of those painful contracts wind 
down? Quinn has a good sense of humor. He’ll need it. 

Barring a meltdown … 

John Hynes, Nashville Predators. Plenty of us thought last season 
should’ve been the start of the Preds’ long-delayed rebuild. Hynes (and 
Roman Josi, and Filip Forsberg, and Juuse Saros, and Matt Duchene) 
had different ideas. Now, David Poile has once again committed to a win-
now roster. That probably dials up the pressure on Hynes a bit, but he 
made some major changes to his approach with his stars last season, 
and there’s enough talent in the building to play some relevant games. 

Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple Leafs. We know how last season ended. 
We know how the last few seasons have ended. We know how the last 
55 seasons have ended. So, yes, there’s pressure on Keefe, GM Kyle 
Dubas and every person associated with the organization. Carlton the 
Bear? Probably. 

There’s also been an undeniable amount of regular-season success and 
an uptick in quality to those playoff losses. It’s tough to imagine anyone 
walking away from a postseason backslide intact. It’s also easy to 
imagine Keefe and Dubas getting new contracts with, say, a first-round 
win and a decent showing after that. 

Peter Laviolette, Washington Capitals. For now, Laviolette is in the last 
year of his contract. That, according to The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun, 
should be taken care of soon: “He’s done a good job for us,” GM Brian 

MacLellan told LeBrun. “I think we’re both on the same page. I don’t see 
any problems going forward.” 

Laviolette has won a whole bunch of regular season games in 
Washington (81-43-17) and lost eight of 11 in the playoffs. There’s no 
rebuild in sight for the Caps, even though they have 11 pending UFAs. If 
Laviolette sticks around, he’ll likely be MacLellan’s last big coaching 
decision before it’s time to plan for the future. 

Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings. L.A. took some folks by surprise in 
the spring. That’s not going to happen again; the plan, it would seem, is 
to make the playoffs again, and then start some trouble. There are pieces 
in place for McLellan — a new star forward in Kevin Fiala, plenty of win-
now players, other guys who need to make the jump from prospect to 
contributor — and, maybe a bit ahead of schedule, some real 
expectations. 

The clock could be ticking 

Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets. This might not be a fair spot for 
Larsen, who’s in just his second season and led a better-than-expected 
group in his first, but Columbus is in an odd spot. Adding Johnny 
Gaudreau changed the calculus surrounding the roster, even though it 
was thin in some spots and young in others. “Not terrible” probably won’t 
be good enough. 

The start — three straight regulation losses — certainly hasn’t been, and 
that roster is still loaded with landmines. 

Dave Hakstol, Seattle Kraken. Hakstol’s first season in Seattle — like 
everyone else’s — was submarined by goaltending; Philipp Grubauer, 
the centerpiece of the Kraken’s first roster, put up an abysmal .889 save 
percentage. There’s no recovering from that. Seattle had problems 
elsewhere, though, that GM Ron Francis tried to either address (adding 
winger Andre Burakovsky, keeping top prospects Matty Beniers and 
Shane Wright on the roster) or explain away. Francis told LeBrun that he 
was “pleased” with Hakstol: “I thought Dave and his staff kept working at 
it. Our team, in my opinion, worked hard every night and never quit. As 
the season went along, we got better and better, especially towards the 
end of the year.” 

Francis also, though, said that he expects Seattle to be competitive. He 
wouldn’t have made those moves if he didn’t. And there are in-house 
options — AHL Coachella Valley coach Dan Bylsma, new assistant Dave 
Lowry — if Hakstol’s team doesn’t show the expected improvement. 

“Is anyone else starting to sweat?” 

Bruce Boudreau, Vancouver Canucks. The bump in performance under 
Boudreau — huge bounce-backs from vital players, a 106-point team 
pace — was undeniable. The bump in expectations has been, too; 
Boudreau himself said in training camp that missing the playoffs would 
be “a big disaster for us, as a team and individually.” 

Those are not the words of a comfortable coach. And really, it’s 
understandable; Boudreau replaced Travis Green before the Jim 
Rutherford regime replaced Jim Benning. Whoever hired Boudreau, in 
other words, was not Rutherford. And Boudreau waited to exercise his 
personal one-year option for a reason; he was hoping for more years, 
and he didn’t get them. 

The early results haven’t been good. Vancouver is pointless in two 
games, including a 4-2 loss to the Flyers. And losing to the Flyers, as 
constituted, is not a good thing. 

D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators. As we’ve moved up this list, “high 
expectations” have become a recurring theme. Good luck finding higher 
ones than what we’ve seen in Ottawa. That, again, is understandable. 
“The Summer of Pierre” was a real thing; Sens GM Pierre Dorion 
extended some crucial pre-existing pieces and added some big-time, 
win-now ones. 

At forward, though. Not on defense, where the top two are still Thomas 
Chabot and what everyone thinks Jake Sanderson will be pretty quickly. 
Unless reinforcements are on the way, maybe via that long-rumored 
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Jakob Chychrun trade, it’s tough to look at the roster and see an Atlantic 
Division playoff team. 

That’s also a tough starting point for Smith, especially if all those talented 
forwards keep struggling to put the puck in the net. He’s a good coach 
who deserves better than being treated as a late-era Eugene Melnyk 
leftover, but the heat will be on — sooner rather than later — even 
though he’s signed through 2023-24 with a team option for the following 
season. 

Brady Tkachuk urged everyone to remain calm, despite the fact the Sens 
are 0-2 to start the season. 

“I don’t think it’s any time to panic.” 

But you can’t blame Ottawa fans for being a bit antsy. 

High alert 

Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks. In his first few months as Ducks GM, Pat 
Verbeek showed zero issues with making tough decisions. It’s easy to 
dismantle a roster when you had no hand in building it. Why, honestly, 
would Verbeek flinch when it came time to move players like Rickard 
Rakell, Josh Manson and Hampus Lindholm? The Ducks stunk with 
them. They could certainly stink without them — and have a raft of draft 
picks to show for it. 

Same deal with Eakins; Verbeek picked up his option for this season, but 
nothing beyond that. Some half-decent talent was added to the top of the 
roster — Ryan Strome, Frank Vatrano, John Klingberg — that’ll help give 
Eakins a chance. He’s got the chops and communication skills to make it 
work, especially if young players like Trevor Zegras, Jamie Drysdale and 
Mason McTavish take their respective next steps. But this team, 
especially if John Gibson’s downward slide continues, is going to be bad. 
Again. And that always makes it tough — whether it’s Eakins or any other 
coach — to stay on the right side of things. 

Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils. The Devils’ staff and players, after a 5-2 
loss to the Flyers, were introduced ahead of their home opener against 
Detroit. The end result? A tough scene in Newark. 

Ruff’s team wound up losing that game 5-2, as well. Early on, it looks like 
more of the same in Jersey: high expectations nuked by bad goaltending 
and some questionable lineup decisions. Ruff is now 46-78-16 with the 
Devils. 

“We got passionate fans here. They’re used to winning. I mean, that’s a 
part of my job,” Ruff told reporters after the game. “I take full 
responsibility for when this team loses. Great history here. The fans want 
Ws up on the board. As simple as that.” 

GM Tom Fitzgerald wants it, too; in another active offseason, he added 
Ondrej Palat, Erik Haula, John Marino and Vitek Vanecek. Ahead of the 
season, he told LeBrun that Ruff is “here for a reason,” gassed up his 
ability to communicate with young players like Jack Hughes and called 
him “one of the greatest human beings I’ve ever been around.” 

That can all be true — Ruff has also won more games than all but five 
coaches in NHL history — but at some point, the recent results are what 
they are. And none of it stopped Fitzgerald from adding Brunette to Ruff’s 
staff over the summer. The two men stood next to each other during 
those noisy pregame intros. 
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Re-drafting the NHL class of 2021: Luke Hughes jumps to No. 1 

 

Corey Pronman 

8-11 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

Today we begin a week of looking back at some recent drafts. We start 
with the 2021 NHL Draft, and a look at how my ordering of the players 
has changed one year since that draft. There is still a ton of projection left 
for these players and I expect these rankings will change a lot in the 
coming years. 

Evaluations are based mostly on prior seasons, so any new information 
from NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other 
leagues has not been incorporated unless it was overwhelming. 

For players to be eligible for this article, they need to have been drafted, 
and drafted during the 2021 NHL Draft. 

TIER 1: Projected NHL All-Star 

1. Luke Hughes, LHD (No. 4 pick) 

The player who I think is the best from this draft won’t even be in the 
league until the spring, while most of the names below will be. I have 
Luke Hughes rated this highly due to his unique skill set and his great 
freshman season at Michigan. There are few players who have his high-
end skating ability, with also being a 6-2 defenseman with legit offensive 
skill. He has the potential to be a true star in the NHL. 

TIER 2: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top-of-the-lineup player 

2. Matty Beniers, C (No. 2 pick) 

3. Owen Power, LHD (No. 1 pick) 

Beniers and Power are both excellent two-way players who should be 
important for their NHL clubs this upcoming season. Beniers projects as 
a first-line center who can play against good players. Power is a mobile 
defenseman with a massive frame who also provides offense and should 
eat a ton of minutes for a long time. 

TIER 3: Projected top-of-the-lineup player 

4. Mason McTavish, C (No. 3 pick) 

5. Dylan Guenther, RW (No. 9 pick) 

6. Simon Edvinsson, LHD (No. 6 pick) 

7. Kent Johnson, LW (No. 5 pick) 

There’s nothing too surprising in this tier. I’m sure some would argue that 
McTavish could belong in Tier 2, and it would be a reasonable argument 
even if he’s on the bubble for me. All four of these players were top 10 
picks and had great seasons, which keeps them among the top tier of 
players from their class. 

TIER 4: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player or quality 
starting goaltender 

8. Cole Sillinger, C (No. 12 pick) 

9. Brandt Clarke, RHD (No. 8 pick) 

10. William Eklund, LW (No. 7 pick) 

11. Olen Zellweger, LHD (No. 34 pick) 

12. Jesper Wallstedt, G (No. 20 pick) 

13. Wyatt Johnston, C (No. 23 pick) 

14. Logan Stankoven, RW (No. 47 pick) 

15. Matthew Knies, LW (No. 57 pick) 

This part of the list is where we start to see real movement from draft 
day. The OHL and WHL MVPs respectively in Wyatt Johnston and Logan 
Stankoven are elevated into this group from the tier below a year ago this 
time. Olen Zellweger is also a player on the rise after a fantastic season 
in the WHL, and Matthew Knies enters this discussion after a great 
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freshman year at Minnesota. Cole Sillinger is also on the bubble of being 
in the top group of players after making the NHL at 18 and showing a real 
hard-to-play-against style that will make him a pain for opponents to deal 
with for a long time. 

Brandt Clarke is probably going to be a point of division here. There will 
be people in the league who see him at 9 and think he’s either too high or 
too low. He’s a very talented offensive player and had a great camp with 
the Kings, but he also has some warts in his all-around play that make 
me cautious about putting him in a higher tier. If I told you I felt confident 
about his placement at any slot I would be lying. 

TIER 5: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender 

16. Zachary Bolduc, LW (No. 17 pick) 

17. Chaz Lucius, RW (No. 18 pick) 

18. Brennan Othmann, LW (No. 16 pick) 

19. Nikita Chibrikov, RW (No. 50 pick) 

20. Matthew Coronato, RW (No. 13 pick) 

21. Xavier Bourgault, RW (No. 22 pick) 

22. Aatu Raty, C (No. 52 pick) 

23. Janis Moser, LHD (No. 60 pick) 

24. Carson Lambos, LHD (No. 26 pick) 

25. Scott Morrow, RHD (No. 40 pick) 

26. Joshua Roy, LW (No. 150 pick) 

27. Zach Dean, C (No. 30 pick) 

28. Fabian Lysell, RW (No. 21 pick) 

29. Sebastian Cossa, G (No. 15 pick) 

30. Kirill Kirsanov, LHD (No. 84 pick) 

31. Oskar Olausson, RW (No. 28 pick) 

The biggest movers into this group are Janis Moser, who played his way 
into an NHL spot albeit as an older draft pick. Scott Morrow’s great 
freshman season and Joshua Roy’s huge offensive year in the QMJHL 
elevates their prospect stock. Zachary Bolduc is the most intriguing 
player who could move into a higher tier. He has a ton of offensive talent 
and had a big year in the QMJHL. If he repeats that and lights up the 
World Juniors I could see a case to elevate him. 

TIER 6: Projected to play NHL games 

32. Corson Ceulemans, RHD (No. 25 pick) 

33. Zack Ostapchuk, C (No. 39 pick) 

34. Ryan Winterton, C (No. 67 pick) 

35. Shai Buium, LHD (No. 36 pick) 

36. Vincent Iorio, RHD (No. 55 pick) 

37. Stanislav Svozil, LHD (No. 69 pick) 

38. Colton Dach, C (No. 62 pick) 

39. Justin Robidas, RW (No. 147 pick) 

40. Dmitry Rashevsky, LW (No. 146 pick) 

41. Olivier Nadeau, RW (No. 97 pick) 

42. Zachary L’Heureux, LW (No. 27 pick) 

43. Daniil Chayka, LHD (No. 38 pick) 

44. Ilya Fedotov, LW (No. 43 pick) 

45. Sean Behrens, LHD (No. 61 pick) 

46. Ethan Del Mastro, LHD (No. 105 pick) 

47. Isak Rosen, LW (No. 14 pick) 

48. Carter Mazur, RW (No. 70 pick) 

49. Tyler Boucher, RW (No. 10 pick) 

50. Fedor Svechkov, C (No. 19 pick) 

51. Francesco Pinelli, C (No. 42 pick) 

52. Brett Harrison, C (No. 85 pick) 

53. Nolan Allan, LHD (No. 32 pick) 

54. Riley Kidney, C (No. 63 pick) 

55. Jack Peart, LHD (No. 54 pick) 

56. Aleksi Heimosalmi, RHD (No. 44 pick) 

57. Ryker Evans, LHD (No. 35 pick) 

58. Mackie Samoskevich, RW (No. 24 pick) 

59. Danila Klimovich, RW (No. 41 pick) 

60. Zakhar Bardakov, LW (No. 203 pick) 

61. Samuel Helenius, C (No. 59 pick) 

62. Ville Koivunen, RW (No. 51 pick) 

63. Sasha Pastujov, LW (No. 66 pick) 

64. Chase Stillman, RW (No. 29 pick) 

65. Ryan Ufko, RHD (No. 115 pick) 

66. Ilya Safonov, C (No. 172 pick) 

67. Ryder Korczak, C (No. 75 pick) 

68. Dmitri Kuzmin, LHD (No. 82 pick) 

69. Nikita Novikov, LHD (No. 188 pick) 

70. Tristan Broz, LW (No. 58 pick) 

71. Daniil Pylenkov, LHD (No. 196 pick) 

Some players of note who are pushing up and could well be in a higher 
tier from now are Zack Ostapchuk and Ryan Winterton. Ostapchuk was 
great in the playoffs for Vancouver, showing a fast, competitive game 
with size and some offense. Winterton was a big part of a top CHL club 
and has legit skill for higher levels. Both could be part of Canada’s U20 
club this winter. 

TIER 7: Has a chance to play NHL games 

72. Josh Doan, RW (No. 37 pick) 

73. Roman Schmidt, RHD (No. 96 pick) 

74. Josh Bloom, LW (No. 95 pick) 

75. Logan Mailloux, RHD (No. 31 pick) 

76. Tyson Hinds, LHD (No. 76 pick) 

77. Jakub Demek, C (No. 128 pick) 

78. Evan Nause, LHD (No. 56 pick) 

79. Oliver Kapanen, C (No. 31 pick) 

80. Cole Huckins, C (No. 64 pick) 

81. Jakub Brabenec, LW (No. 102 pick) 

82. Prokhor Poltapov, LW (No. 33 pick) 
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83. Luca Munzenberger, LHD (No. 90 pick) 

84. Arseni Sergeev, G (No. 205 pick) 

85. Aleksandr Kisakov, LW (No. 53 pick) 

86. Cameron Whynot, LHD (No. 89 pick) 

87. Guillaume Richard, LHD (No. 101 pick) 

88. Ty Voit, RW (No. 153 pick) 

89. Dylan Duke, LW (No. 126 pick) 

90. William Trudeau, LHD (No. 113 pick) 

91. Ayrton Martino, LW (No. 73 pick) 

92. Aidan Hreschuk, LHD (No. 94 pick) 

93. Redmond Savage, C (No. 114 pick) 

94. William Stromgren, LW (No. 45 pick) 

95. Caedan Bankier, C (No. 86 pick) 

96. Ethan Samson, RHD (No. 174 pick) 

97. Samu Salminen, C (No. 68 pick) 

98. Niko Huuhtanen, RW (No. 224 pick) 

99. Eetu Liukas, LW (No. 157 pick) 

100. Andrei Buyalski, LW (No. 92 pick) 

101. Gannon Laroque, RHD (No. 103 pick) 

102. Matvei Petrov, LW (No. 180 pick) 

103. Liam Dower-Nilsson, C (No. 134 pick) 

104. Ty Murchinson, LHD (No. 158 pick) 

105. Francesco Arcuri, LW (No. 175 pick) 

106. Simon Knak, LW (No. 179 pick) 

107. Simon Robertsson, RW (No. 71 pick) 

108. Brent Johnson, RHD (No. 80 pick) 

109. Jack Matier, RHD (No. 124 pick) 

110. Jackson Blake, RW (No. 109 pick) 

111. Jacob Melanson, RW (No. 131 pick) 

112. Dmitri Kostenko, RHD (No. 87 pick) 

113. Owen McLaughlin, C (No. 206 pick) 

114. Jack Bar, RHD (No. 138 pick) 

115. Jack Beck, LW (No. 168 pick) 

116. Conner Roulette, LW (No. 111 pick) 

117. Ty Gallagher, RHD (No. 217 pick) 

118. Connor Kelley, RHD (No. 204 pick) 

119. Samu Tuomaala, RW (No. 46 pick) 

120. Haakon Hanelt, LW (No. 151 pick) 

121. Benjamin Gaudreau, G (No. 81 pick) 

122. Artem Grushnikov, LHD (No. 48 pick) 

123. Kirill Tankov, C (No. 218 pick) 

124. Victor Stjernborg, C (No. 108 pick) 

125. Carl Lindbom, G (No. 222 pick) 

126. Alexei Kolosov, G (No. 78 pick) 

127. Ben Roger, RHD (No. 49 pick) 
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NHL99: Sergei Zubov’s quiet style, early-career ‘sacrifice’ made a 
booming impact 

 

Saad Yousuf 

9-11 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

There weren’t many times when goalie Marty Turco would beat Sergei 
Zubov in penalty-shot competitions during Dallas Stars practice. 
Occasionally, when Turco would get the best of Zubov, the Hall of Fame 
Russian defenseman would extend the competition until he blistered the 
net behind Turco. 

“And then, it was over,” Turco said. 

For Zubov, achieving the upper hand wasn’t about ego, and certainly not 
about bragging rights. Among his teammates, he’s remembered as soft-
spoken and easy-going. His words were few but when he spoke, people 
listened. Zubov didn’t have to say much because his play did all of the 
talking. 

The accumulation of statistics advocating for Zubov’s greatness are 
endless, as is the fact that he is a two-time Stanley Cup champion. No 
player in Stars history has played more minutes than Zubov’s 18,407. No 
player has averaged more than his 26:14 of ice time per game. He’s the 
franchise’s all-time leader in points, assists and plus-minus among 
defensemen. And while Zubov is best-known for his 12 seasons in 
Dallas, he also was an early-career offensive force in New York and 
Pittsburgh, and he helped the Rangers win the Stanley Cup in 1994. 

It’s for those accomplishments, and much more, that Zubov is No. 95 on 
our list of the 100 best NHL players of the post-1967 expansion era. 

No one had a better view of Zubov’s greatness than Turco, arguably the 
greatest goaltender in franchise history. Turco commanded the crease 
for the final eight seasons of Zubov’s 16-year career and played eight of 
his 11 seasons with Zubov in front of him. 

“He made things fun and he just made everyone around him better, 
which is the biggest compliment I can give anybody,” Turco said. “It was 
fun just watching him, being like holy — he thinks the game like I do, but 
more importantly he plays the game like you want everyone to play.” 

The beauty of Zubov’s game is in the eye of the beholder. Turco’s vision 
featured multiple shades of appreciation. Before coming to Dallas, Zubov 
built his reputation in New York and Pittsburgh as one of the NHL’s 
premier offensive defensemen. In 1993-94, Zubov’s first full-time season 
in the NHL and second overall, he scored 89 points for a Rangers team 
that four other Hall of Famers. Zubov, at just 23, then had 19 points in a 
22-game playoff run that culminated in delivering the Stanley Cup to New 
York. 

When Zubov arrived in Dallas, the coaches and system demanded more 
of him defensively. Yet as much fun as Zubov had racking up points, he 
was happy to adapt. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 17, 2022 

 

“Hockey is a team game,” Zubov said. “The end goal was to win. To be 
No. 1, you have to sacrifice. It’s not one guy or two guys, it’s the whole 
team. For me, it’s putting everything of what you’re capable of toward the 
end goal. Yes, there are certain benefits from scoring more goals and 
getting more points but people remember winners. To win, you have to 
sacrifice for the team.” 

After scoring at least 60 points in two of his first four NHL seasons, 
Zubov went eight straight seasons, including the entirety of the Stars’ 
glory run, without cracking 60 points. Zubov scored more than 60 points 
only once in his 12 years in Dallas but his offensive prowess was just as 
majestic when he had the opportunity to put it on display. 

“I had the best seat in the house to watch him go up the ice and break 
ankles with just head movements in the offensive zone,” Turco said. “His 
passes would get through; his shots would get through. His passes were 
so hard, crisp and clean. I would just sit and watch in awe.” 

While Turco’s view of Zubov’s offense was built on adoration, his view of 
Zubov in the defensive zone was constructed on trust, efficiency and 
instinct. 

“We both played with so much feel and we would anticipate so much, 
and then we’d feed off each other because of that,” Turco said. “It comes 
down to trust, knowing that he’s going to block a pass or take the short 
side. It was so tough (for the opposition) to get a pass through on Sergei 
because his stick was so great.” 

Building that trust is a process and one that is usually grounded in 
communication. That’s where the uniqueness of the relationship Turco 
had with Zubov really came through. 

“Traditionally speaking, relative to normal communication levels with my 
other defensemen, my verbal communication with (Zubov) was the 
lowest and most infrequent,” Turco said. “But I think overall, our athletic 
communication and the way we interacted was the best I ever had.” 

Zubov’s personality was a lot like his game: consistent. He didn’t speak 
much off the ice, nor did he say a lot on the ice. It was a bit of an 
adjustment for Turco, who was accustomed to talking to the players in 
front of him. 

“Once in a while, I would bark at him because that’s just who I was on the 
ice, whether they needed me to or not,” Turco said. “Guys like him, which 
are very few, would look at me and be like, ‘Yeah, no s— dude.’” 

Turco developed so much trust with Zubov that when the puck was in the 
zone, Turco didn’t even have to see the player who had the puck or 
where the puck was going. Instead, when he saw Zubov, he knew what 
was coming. 

“It comes from practice and nuance,” Turco said. “If there were two of 
those guys, I would have won a Vezina every year. Communication 
sometimes was a look, sometimes it was a look off.” 

Whether he was attacking with the puck or defending, the secret to 
Zubov’s success was his speed and efficiency. His physical tools were 
elite, but it was how he processed the game that truly made him special. 

Turco usually saw things the way Zubov did, but he also learned that 
when it came to handling the puck and getting it to his defenseman, it 
didn’t always have to be the perfect pass. He only had to get the puck in 
the general vicinity of Zubov, who would seamlessly ignite whatever play 
was in front of him. 

By the time Turco joined the Stars in 2000, Zubov was already halfway 
through his NHL career. He had seen plenty and won the Stanley Cup 
with the Rangers and Stars. Still, the habits Zubov exhibited when the 
lights weren’t shining is what continued to set him apart. 

“He probably doesn’t get enough appreciation for how hard he worked in 
practice,” Turco said. “He had one speed, which was fast and dynamic. 
He shot it hard and he shot to score. He went hard all the time. You talk 
about secrets to success; his innate ability and his underlying strength 

was his mentality, but he never took a day off. There’s a reason why he’s 
in the Hall of Fame.” 

Despite all of the honors bestowed upon him, Zubov is quick to deflect 
credit to his teammates, who in turn, push the credit back toward him. 
During his glory run with the Stars at the turn of the century, Zubov had a 
collection of teammates who were supremely talented. Instead of 
competing with them for part of the spotlight, Zubov turned his focus to 
helping the light on them shine even brighter. 

Zubov also took a great deal of pride in being an every-situation type of 
player. Making plays at even strength was normal and generating points 
on the power play was the expectation. When the Stars asked him to 
play the harder minutes on the penalty kill, Zubov embraced that 
challenge as well. 

“It came with experience,” Zubov said. “It was something to prove an 
extra token up your sleeve. It’s just read and react.” 

Where Zubov’s passion shined brightest was his desire to win. Yes, he 
helped two teams win the Cup, but winning wasn’t just about those big 
moments. He wanted to win every practice competition, every game 
created by his teammates and coaches, and even every shootout against 
his own teammates. Zubov became no stranger to winning, from 
individual matchups to the grand prize. 

He perfectly toed the line in so many aspects of his hockey career. He 
was as offensively capable as any defenseman in his time, but he was 
also reliable defensively. He had a quiet personality, but he was an 
effective communicator. He could garner individual glory while still 
making every player he shared the ice with better. 

“Playing with him was a big benefit of mine and for my career,” Turco 
said. “It’s some of the fondest memories I got.” 

Zubov was acquired by the Stars just three years after the franchise 
moved to Dallas. There were a couple of trips to the playoffs, but the 
team was hardly a threat to win a championship. More championship 
talent followed Zubov’s arrival and in his second, third and fourth 
seasons in Dallas, he helped the Stars get to the conference final each 
season, the Stanley Cup Final twice and hoist the Stanley Cup in 1999. 

Zubov didn’t get the shine he deserved in his playing days, partially 
because of his own reluctance to promote himself and also because 
every defenseman during that era played in the shadow of Nicklas 
Lidstrom. 

In 2022, his No. 56 was raised to the rafters at the American Airlines 
Center, as Zubov’s status as one of the greatest players in Dallas Stars 
history was cemented. His legacy as one of the best hockey players the 
world has ever seen had already been validated with his Hall of Fame 
enshrinement in 2019. 

Asked about what he would like his legacy to be, Zubov’s mind is still on 
team success. 

“Honestly, the only thing I would wish is that we would win more 
championships,” Zubov said. 
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LeBrun rumblings: Potential timing on a Patrick Kane trade, plus could 
Bunting get 8 years? 
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The Patrick Kane trade watch really will be like none other this season. 

A year ago, all eyes were on Claude Giroux as the league’s most 
prominent potential trade bait. It more or less went down to the wire, a 
Saturday trade coming before the Monday trade deadline as the native of 
Hearst, Ontario, waived his no-trade clause for a move from the Flyers to 
the Panthers. 

As this season moves toward its March 3 trade deadline, Kane will be in 
a situation with many parallels. 

For one, Kane has a 100 percent no-move, as Giroux did. 

Second, Kane has the same agent as Giroux, Pat Brisson of CAA Sports. 

And finally, there’s the fact that Kane, like Giroux, would be leaving the 
only NHL club he’s ever played for — if in fact he ultimately decides he 
wants to be moved. 

“It’s very similar, yes,” Brisson told The Athletic this past weekend. “The 
respect that both players have for each organization. Claude will have his 
number in the rafters in Philly one day, I do believe, and obviously Patrick 
as well in Chicago. Both players are very respected on those teams. 
Claude at the beginning of last season wanted to see how things were 
going to go with the Flyers. We realized pretty soon, by November, that if 
he wanted a chance at trying to win a Cup last season, he would have to 
make a decision. And he picked Florida. The Panthers were one of the 
most attractive teams at the trade deadline.” 

Similarly, Kane begins this season with the Blackhawks wanting to see 
how things play out. Once the losses start piling up, which seems 
inevitable with the direction the team has taken, Brisson and Kane will 
have to huddle up. 

“It’s a very similar approach that we had with Claude,” Brisson said. 
“We’ll see how things go in Chicago. We’ll see how Patrick feels. We’ll 
probably explore things at the appropriate time later this season. 

“I don’t want to put too much of a timeline on it. But it’s clear the Hawks 
won’t push him to make a decision one way or another.” 

The part that I think people underestimate is the idea of leaving the only 
team you’ve played for — the emotional toll that Kane might be in for this 
season as he gets closer to that decision and all the white noise that 
surrounds it. 

“Yeah, it was very emotional,” Giroux told me in June, reflecting on last 
season and everything that played out. “I mean, I’m getting traded from 
Philly, and been there for a long time, trying to fit in with the Panthers. 
Emotionally I feel like I didn’t really have time to kind of realize what was 
happening because everything was happening so quick.” 

That’s why there might be mutual interest — from Kane and a team 
potentially acquiring him — to get a deal done earlier than the Panthers 
and Flyers did last season. It’d leave more time for adjustment, both 
emotionally and from a practical point of view on the ice. 

Now, to be fair, there were circumstances that led to the Giroux trade 
needing to wait, including the fact he got to play his 1,000th career game 
in a Flyers uniform right before the move. 

The current plan in place for Kane and the Blackhawks is for Brisson and 
GM Kyle Davidson to circle back to each other sometime in December or 
January and take stock of where each is at. As a practical matter, 
Davidson and Brisson are in regular dialogue already, given that the 
agent represents seven players on the Hawks roster. 

A key element in the conversations that have already taken place is that 
the Blackhawks have assured the Kane camp, as Brisson noted above, 
that they will not in any way pressure the player toward a trade or waiving 
his no-move — that if a trade happens, it’s going to be on Kane’s terms 
and timeline. That’s out of respect for everything Kane has meant to the 
franchise. 

So once again, all roads go through Brisson, who has been involved in a 
fair share of these trade scenarios over the years — not just with Giroux, 

but getting Jack Eichel out of Buffalo, getting Pierre-Luc Dubois and Seth 
Jones out of Columbus, getting Matt Duchene out of Colorado and 
others. 

And it might be double duty for Brisson on the Blackhawks, because of 
course Kane’s fellow legacy teammate Jonathan Toews is also a pending 
UFA. There is no guarantee that Toews will want to move, though, and 
then it will depend on the kind of interest that’s out there given Toews’ 
declining performance the last few years. Worth noting that our 
Blackhawks columnist Mark Lazerus noted the Hawks captain looked 
terrific in the team’s opener. 

But there’s also this: Contenders still have huge respect for Toews’ 
leadership and big-game experience, even while his offensive game has 
been downgraded. If you turn Toews’ average annual value from $10.5 
million to $2.625 million via a third-team party broker (so the Hawks first 
retain 50 percent, then a third team retains 50 percent again before he 
lands at his destination), I think you’re going to find some interested 
suitors. But again, whether Toews will want to move on by March 3 isn’t 
clear at this point. 

“Jon would be an asset for a team,” Brisson said. “Having Jonathan 
Toews in your locker room if you’re a contender trying to go deep, and 
having him play a role, I mean, geez, he could become an important 
piece as well. 

“But obviously at this point, it’s a bit premature to speculate.” 

All things being equal, of course, Kane will be the headliner as he 
remains an all-world offensive star. 

“He’s still very much an electrifying player — one whom nearly every 
general manager would covet,” a rival NHL team executive said via text 
message this weekend. “At some point near the deadline, teams will be 
tripping over each other to make a deal with Chicago. It should make for 
great theatre!” 

It’s way early to start nailing down teams, because the season will have a 
way of producing surprising contenders over the next few months, and by 
the same token disappointing teams who were supposed to contend will 
drop out of the Kane sweepstakes. But I agree with many who have 
suggested that the Rangers and Islanders are a good place to start. 

But again, let me stress: The Blackhawks aren’t looking to create that 
market at the moment. The plan is to let the season play out for a few 
months, then reconvene with Brisson. 

One more thing to also remember here, as well: I don’t foresee this being 
a bonanza return for the Blackhawks. Because of his full no-move, Kane 
can afford to be picky. Unless for whatever reason he wants this to be a 
gong show involving a dozen contenders, I would imagine he’s probably 
going to give Chicago two or three teams. And as the Flyers found out 
last season, despite interest from Colorado and a few other teams, 
Giroux as it turns out really only wanted to go to Florida. 

He did want the Flyers to get the best possible deal from the Panthers, 
but still, it was a limited market. 

Chicago being willing to eat 50 percent of Kane’s cap hit would help the 
return, but if you’re a Blackhawks fan, I would downgrade your 
expectations on the return based on the reality of a limited market. 

Let’s circle back on this in December! 

Elsewhere: 

• It sounds like the plan is for the Blues and Ryan O’Reilly’s camp, led by 
veteran agent Pat Morris of Newport Sports, to circle back to each other 
in January. The Blues captain is a pending UFA July 1. O’Reilly, the 2019 
Conn Smythe Trophy winner, turns 32 in February and has a $7.5 million 
cap hit on his expiring deal. 

• There’s no question in my mind that CAA Sports will want to introduce 
Matthew Barzal’s recent’s eight-year extension, paying him $9.15 million 
a year, into the Dylan Larkin negotiations with the Red Wings. For 
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starters, CAA did the Barzal deal. But I also think they see overlapping 
numbers and factors between the players. Barzal is a year younger than 
Larkin and has a higher points-per-game career average, but there are 
certainly similarities. Having said that, Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman 
isn’t one to get bullied in contract negotiations. I suspect he has a 
number in mind for a Larkin extension and has a limit to where he’ll go. 
It’s worth noting that Larkin’s full no-trade clause kicked in back in July, 
not that I ever thought the Wings would even entertain moving him this 
past summer. I think we’ll eventually see an extension done here. 

• Some Leafs fans freaked out a bit last week when I talked on TSN’s 
Insider Trading about pending UFA winger Michael Bunting and the 
concept of an eight-year contract extension. Lost in translation was the 
very reason it would make sense for the Leafs: to lower the AAV on 
Bunting’s next deal. My understanding of the situation is that eight years 
would appeal to Bunting because, at 27, this is his UFA moment. He 
wants to stay in Toronto, and the total dollars over eight years might be a 
draw even if the AAV offered is lower than what he could get on the open 
market in the short-term. As of this weekend, I’m told there still hadn’t 
been any contract talks between the two sides, but whenever that 
conversation does happen, I believe both sides will entertain the eight-
year idea at least as an opening thought. Of course, there’s one rather 
important caveat: that both sides find an AAV they can both live with. No 
guarantees there. But the point is that if Bunting duplicates something 
close to his 63-point 2021-22 season playing on a line with Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner, any extension that’s in the three-to-four-
year range will have a higher AAV that’s going to be difficult for the cap-
challenged Leafs to absorb. Now, I get it: Bunting has had one breakout 
year, so how can you commit eight years to him? It’s a risk. But I also 
think that’s why there haven’t been any contract talks yet. The Leafs will 
get to see more body of work here in the opening months of the season 
before the approach. 
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Sportsnet.ca / University of Bo: Canucks’ Horvat reunites with some 
familiar linemates 

 

Iain MacIntyre @imacSportsnet  

October 16, 2022, 7:35 PM 

 

WASHINGTON — Sunday was like homecoming at the University of Bo. 

There was Brock Boeser (Class of 2018), practising back on Bo Horvat’s 
right wing, which is where Boeser’s National Hockey League career 
began. Boeser graduated from Bo U. about 10 minutes after Elias 
Pettersson arrived on the Vancouver campus four years ago. 

On Horvat’s left wing was returning student Tanner Pearson, Horvat’s 
longest-tenured linemate before Bruce Boudreau became the Canucks’ 
coach last December and moved Pearson alongside centre J.T. Miller. 
Horvat helped re-start the winger’s NHL career when Pearson was 
traded to the Canucks in 2019 and scored nine goals in his first 19 
games. 

Horvat joked a year ago, after Nils Hoglander was moved off his line 
following an impressive rookie season, that he was like he was a prep 
school that sent wingers on to bigger things.  

But it was like old times on Sunday for Horvat, Boeser and Pearson — 
and desperate times for the Canucks as Boudreau scrambled his lines 
after Vancouver managed to lose in regulation its first two games, 
despite holding leads of 3-0 and 2-0 against the Edmonton Oilers and 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

Horvat helped Pearson and Boeser get better. He could use some of 
their help now. All three of them have struggled through the opening two 
games. 

“I think everybody in this room knows we can be better and everybody’s 
got a little bit more to give,” Horvat said as the Canucks prepared to play 
the Washington Capitals on Monday. “I think we can help each other get 
going for sure. 

“There are some good things about my game, but there’s also things I’ve 
got to clean up a little bit. I think I can be a little bit more of a threat 
offensively. Defensively, I think I’ve been fine. It’s just finding the 
confidence with the puck to try and make a little more plays. But, you 
know, that all comes.” 

Soon, Boudreau hopes. 

Still looking for his 600th NHL win — mostly so reporters will stop asking 
him about it — Boudreau swapped Miller and Horvat at practice, giving 
each centre the other’s wingers after the Miller-Pearson-Boeser top line 
was obliterated territorially in Saturday’s 3-2 loss in Philadelphia. 

Horvat wasn’t much better with Conor Garland and Vasily Podkolzin, who 
practised Sunday with Miller. 

Horvat hasn’t looked like his powerful, dynamic self the first couple of 
games. The Canucks captain is at his best when he is driving play, using 
his speed to back off defenders and get to the net.  

He looked nervy on a couple of turnovers against the Flyers. Horvat said 
during the pre-season that he couldn’t allow his contract situation — 
unsigned beyond this season and negotiations apparently stalled — to 
affect his play. Is it on his mind? 

“It’s always going to be in the back of your mind, obviously,” he said 
Sunday. “But for me, it’s not letting it get to me and just go and play. I can 
only control so much. I can only control my play on the ice and helping 
this team win. Obviously, when the team has success, I’m going to have 
success and everybody’s going to be happy. If we can get back to that, 
it’s going to be good. 

“The whole team has got to limit their turnovers. But for me, just find that 
simple 200-foot game that I have always been known for. I’m not going to 
be the flashiest guy out there, but doing the little things is what kind of 
separates me.” 

A 31-goal scorer last season, Horvat’s only point so far is a power-play 
assist. But that unit has been outscored 2-1 by opposition penalty-killers 
and is half of the reason why the Canucks have built a 6-1 deficit on 
special teams through two games. 

Horvat’s expected goals-for at five-on-five is just 43.9 per cent, although 
that number sparkles compared to Pearson (27.1 per cent) and Boeser 
(26.3). The tiny two-game sample isn’t worthy of any major conclusions, 
but Boeser has just two shots on target in two games, while Pearson has 
looked uncharacteristically suspect, taking three minor penalties and 
registering just one hit so far. 

“I’ve got some stuff to clean up,” Pearson said. “I pride myself on board 
battles and small details like that. And forechecking, rather than being 
one-and-done (in the offensive zone) and chasing the whole game.” 

Pearson noted he has played more with Horvat than any other linemate 
since joining the Canucks and believes the two have “chemistry.”  

“When we’re good, we’re on the forecheck and creating turnovers and 
then going to work offensively,” he said. 

Boeser, at least, has a reason if this turns into a slow start for him: for the 
second straight year, he missed the pre-season due to injury and is only 
now getting the reps a lot of others had in September. 

He has two assists, but the Canucks have been outshot at even strength 
when Boeser is on the ice. 
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“It’s not easy,” Boeser said. “I was so excited to have a full camp and my 
body’s feeling good, and then to get a fluke (hand) injury, I was definitely 
frustrated. But I worked hard to be able to get back for the first game. 
Obviously, there’s some things. . . little details that are going to take 
games to kind of get back. Little things I’ve got to try to focus on right 
now and try to build each game and keep building.” 

Boeser’s absence allowed Kuzmenko to seize his goalmouth position on 
the first-unit power play. 

“I’m a guy that’s competitive and I’d like to be on that first unit with those 
guys,” Boeser said. “But wherever I get put, I’m going to try and do my 
best. Whenever I get out there, I’m going to try to score a goal. It doesn’t 
really change my mindset: try to help the team win.” 

Boudreau said he believes Horvat, Pearson and Boeser can become a 
“checking-scoring line” — a unit that can defend against top forwards 
while still generating offence. As an example, the coach cited the trio of 
Mikko Koivu, Mikael Granlund and Jason Zucker that Boudreau had with 
the Minnesota Wild a few years ago. 

Tucker Poolman, who missed the final two periods in Philadelphia with 
what is believed to be a recurrence of migraine complications that cost 
him the second half of last season, did not practise on Sunday although 
Boudreau said the defenceman was feeling better.  

Spare defenceman Jack Rathbone is expected to make his season debut 
on Monday, while Kyle Burroughs will be elevated to a top-four role to 
replace Poolman alongside Oliver Ekman-Larsson. For blue line depth, 
the Canucks recalled American League defenceman Noah Juulsen, 
sending extra forward Sheldon Dries the other way. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matt Murray injury affects Maple Leafs’ salary cap and Ilya 
Samsonov’s ‘mission’ 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 16, 2022, 12:14 AM 

 

TORONTO — For the second summer in a row, the Toronto Maple Leafs 
went out and acquired an injury-prone goaltender in whom they invested 
more millions and contract years than the other guy. 

And for the second October in a row, that injury-plagued goaltender 
lasted no more than one start before getting sidelined for weeks with an 
injury. 

Maybe you — chilling in your armchair with your flatscreen flickering and 
CapFriendly.com called up in the browser tab on your laptop — saw Matt 
Murray’s trip to LTIR coming at some point this season. 

Maybe Ilya Samsonov did too. 

It’s because of this moment, this month, this opportunity that the Maple 
Leafs’ affable new backup signed a one-year contract for less money 
than he was offered elsewhere. 

The spotlight is shining. The door has been kicked wide open, thanks to 
Murray suffering an abductor injury during Saturday’s morning skate that 
will sideline him for a minimum of four weeks and 10 games. 

“I’m ready all the time,” assured Samonov, following his unplanned start 
against the Ottawa Senators and second 3-2 win for Toronto. 

“Big gamble from the Leafs but hopefully Samsonov can grab the job and 
run a little bit,” tweeted former Leafs goalie Curtis McElhinney. 

Fans needn’t be reminded how last season’s crease crisis played out in 
Leafland. An overpaid Petr Mrazek suffered three groin injuries. Jack 
Campbell soared early, then struggled for a long second-half stretch with 
mental hurdles and a broken rib. Neither instilled enough confidence 
within management’s walls to be brought back. 

Now Kyle Dubas’s gamble on Murray — four years removed from his 
most recent 40-start season — is looking dicey. 

“Matt, unfortunately, in his time here, was injured all the time," Senators 
coach D.J. Smith foreshadowed Friday. “Take nothing away from him. He 
was just hurt all the time. He had a lot of bad luck.” 

The two-time Stanley Cup winner hits injured reserve for the seventh 
time in under five years. 

“These injuries happen, and we've dealt with a lot of them when it comes 
to our goaltenders over the last couple of seasons. So, that's the reason 
why we signed two guys,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

Added Justin Holl, who potted Saturday’s game-winner: “You never like 
to see guys get hurt. It's very painful, both physically and mentally, for 
guys. I think we’re thankful that it's not worse. And he's gonna be a big 
part of our team. We're gonna need him.” 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

In the meantime, the Leafs recalled third-stringer Erik Källgren, who will 
see some work during a busy stretch. But the ball belongs to Samsonov, 
and the 25-year-old is welcoming the workload. 

“That's why he signed here, for the opportunity. He's on a mission here 
this season. Now the door’s really open there for him,” Keefe said. 

“We are going to have to lean on him probably more than we would have. 
We had planned to pretty much share things in the early going here and 
give both guys an opportunity to get some traction.” 

The Maple Leafs, it must be noted, are at the 50-contract limit. So if 
Dubas were to consider acquiring another goalie, a body would have to 
move. 

What Murray’s trip to the club’s maximized LTIR pool does do is free up 
cap space for recalled Marlies or healthy returns of buried players 
(Timothy Liljegren, Jordie Benn). 

Nick Robertson scored for the Marlies Saturday and deserved a roster 
spot out of training camp, but the prospect was cut simply because there 
wasn’t enough wiggle room to accommodate his salary. 

Samonov’s Maple Leafs are set to embark on a five-game road trip next 
week. 

The positive: Now they’ll have the cap space for extra skaters and lineup 
flexibility, starting Sunday. 

The negative: Their grand off-season investment is already on the 
shelf… and plenty of people will say they saw this coming. 

• Wayne Simmonds is caught in a weird liminal space. He has cleared 
waivers but has not joined the Marlies. He’s available for trade, yet one 
hasn’t materialized. 

He is skating and training away from the NHL and AHL teams at the 
Maple Leafs rinks as he and the organization decide what to do next. 

“We've been nothing but supportive through that. He's played in the 
league a very long time and certainly deserves that,” Keefe says. 

I’ll throw this theory at the wall: If Simmonds is still a Leaf late next week, 
he gets called up to play in Winnipeg Saturday. That rivalry gets nasty, 
and we’re not sure who’s daring to fight here. 
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• Auston Matthews registered three hits in Wednesday’s opener and 
followed that up with five Thursday and another six Saturday. He’s 
continuing his career trend as a physical force. 

“Auston's a big, strong guy that can assert himself that way when he 
needs to and can also handle contact and play through contact and raise 
his level through that when it's required,” Keefe notes. 

“That’s just another area where he can really lead our team and give us a 
boost when that's what the game calls for.” 

• Ottawa defenceman Jake Sanderson notched his first NHL point, an 
assist on Shane Pinto’s opening power-play marker, made possible by a 
ticky-tack holding call on Mitch Marner. 

• Don’t read much into Liljegren’s participation in the team’s morning 
skate as he strives to return from his hernia surgery. The right-shot 
defender is “quite a ways a way still,” per Keefe. Clearance for contact is 
not imminent as the club exercises caution. 

November 5 would be the earliest Liljegren (LTIR) could see action. 

• Wrestler, actor, producer, businessman… and sports-chant influencer. 
Can’t stop The Rock. 

A few organic rounds of “Let’s! Go! Leafs!” sprouted from the nosebleeds 
Saturday, a tongue-in-cheek acknowledgement of Thursday’s surprise 
guest appearance. 
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TSN.CA / Samsonov presented with a chance to establish himself as the 
go-to guy 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised at Ford Performance Centre on Sunday.  

At the end of Sunday's practice, Sheldon Keefe pulled Ilya Samsonov 
aside for a chat.  

"Just sort of to lay out the plan for him," the coach revealed. "He is going 
to be busy and because of that, it is that much more important that he 
takes care of himself and is ready for the extra load. Yesterday, he 
looked good. He should be confident with the work he has put in and how 
he has performed. I wanted to make sure he was still smiling." 

We can confirm the 25-year-old is still grinning from ear to ear.  

"A couple nice wins," a beaming Samsonov said. "We got some smiles." 

Samsonov has stopped 50 of 54 shots in a pair of wins to start his 
Toronto tenure. With Matt Murray sidelined for at least four weeks with an 
adductor injury, the first Russian goalie to play for the franchise will now 
get a chance to establish himself as the go-to guy.  

"Nothing change for me," Samsonov insisted.  

How will he handle the pressure?  

"Handle, like with stick?" he joked while making a stick-handling motion. 
"I didn't feel pressure. I had a great summer. I keep working hard." 

The Washington Capitals opted not to extend a qualifying offer to their 
2015 first-round pick during the summer, which made him an unrestricted 
free agent. Samsonov then signed a one-year deal in Toronto.  

"He had other opportunities," Keefe noted. "He could've got more years. 
This was the fit that he wanted ... Obviously, if you're coming here you 

know what it's about in terms of what our team's trying to accomplish and 
in terms of playing in our market." 

Samsonov readily admits this is the biggest challenge of his hockey 
career.  

"It's the first time I change teams in NHL and in my life," he said. 

Smiling Samsonov embraces the biggest challenge of his career 

Leafs goaltender Ilya Samsonov talks to the media about the biggest 
challenge of his career, having faced his former team Washington and 
taking on the number one starting position. 

Samsonov has been getting advice from Capitals sniper Evgeny 
Kuznetsov. The pair of close friends speak daily. There are no other 
Russian players on the Leafs' roster.  

"It's not always easy coming to a new team when maybe you don't speak 
the language as well as most players," Leafs captain John Tavares said. 
"He's contributing in a big way and that only helps with the confidence 
and the integration in our team. Always a smile on his face. He's got a 
positive energy to him. Guys are loving his work ethic and personality." 

The work ethic was evident even after Sunday's on-ice session. 

"I just walked through the gym to come and chat with you guys and he's 
in there right now after playing last night and playing two games in the 
last three days," Keefe said. "He's in there getting extra work in and that's 
what it's all about. If you're going to be a consistent and reliable 
goaltender you have to put the work in and he's done that."  

Samsonov has only started 81 games in the NHL and his save 
percentage has declined in each of his three seasons going from .913 to 
.902 to .896. But there's a reason why he was considered a top prospect 
not long ago.  

"His size [6-foot-3, 214-pounds] and how well he can move and track the 
puck, you see his potential and why he was highly touted," Tavares 
observed. 

"You can see that ability that he has," Keefe agreed. "It's on us, as an 
organization, to help him be the goalie that he's capable of being. He's 
done his part in terms of listening, being accepting of the guidance and 
the work that he's been asked to do, and so far results have been good. 
It's a long season and we have to continue to work with him."  

The coach noted that Samsonov performed well in Washington's playoff 
loss to the Florida Panthers last season. Samsonov posted a .912 save 
percentage in five games against the NHL's highest-scoring side.  

"We lose sight quickly of the fact that he played in the playoffs last year 
and went up against the Presidents' Trophy winners and did a good job 
and there was a point in time where you thought that series could go the 
other way and he was the guy in the net for that," Keefe said. 

If Samsonov plays to his potential in Toronto, he will likely get another 
shot at a Stanley Cup run. The stakes are high for the goalie and the 
team this season.  

"A guy with a lot of talent and a lot left to prove," Keefe said. "He is on a 
bit of a mission this season. Now the door is really open for him." 

Is there cause for concern with the Leafs' goalie tandem? 

Craig Button joined SportsCentre to discuss the impact Matt Murray 
being placed on the LTIR has on the Maple Leafs and his questions 
surrounding the Senators defence. 

William Nylander missed Sunday's skate. 

"Willy had a maintenance day," said Keefe. "He wasn't feeling well." 

Nick Robertson skated in Nylander's spot on the second line with 
Tavares and Denis Malgin. If Nylander can't play on Monday, the 21-
year-old projects to make his season debut. Even if Robertson doesn't 
play against the Arizona Coyotes, he's expected to get in sooner than 
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later. Older brother Jason Robertson will be visiting with the Dallas Stars 
on Thursday. 

Robertson produced three goals and five assists in five pre-season 
games. 

"Nick was phenomenal," said Tavares. "Just the all-around game 
continues to come together. When everything starts to piece together, 
you know, the strengths of your game start to come out and that's what 
really, really showed." 

What clicked?  

"Just a calmness and slowing the game down a little bit," Tavares 
observed. "Obviously, he can rev it up and play at a high pace and be 
dynamic when he wants to be, but it's [about] not trying to go full go all 
the time and having that awareness and feel out there." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Nylander misses practice; Robertson skates with 
Tavares 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe and Captain John Tavares talk 
about forward Nick Robertson's training camp and him possibly getting 
into the lineup tomorrow against Arizona. Mark Masters has more. 

The waiver-exempt winger was sent to the American Hockey League at 
the end of camp because the cap-strapped Leafs couldn't carry any extra 
players and didn't want to risk losing the 25-year-old Malgin.   

"Nick deserved to make our team with the effort and performance that he 
had through camp and the growth that he has shown," acknowledged 
Keefe. "Our group has been rolling here now. It is on the guys who have 
been playing to keep their spots. It is on Nick to keep the momentum 
going." 

Robertson, who scored for the Marlies in a game on Saturday, admits it 
was "a mental grind" the last week. 

"It was definitely hard to grasp," he said of the cap-related demotion, "but 
I moved on and tried to do what I do down with the Marlies and thankfully 
I'm here." 

The mindset now?  

"Just continue to prove myself," Robertson said. "I got to earn every day. 
I have to earn every position. I got to play the same way I played in 
training camp: moving my feet and playing confident and simple." 

'Hard to grasp': Robertson on initially being cut due to Leafs cap situation 

After being recalled from the AHL, Nick Robertson describes what it feels 
like to be back with the Leafs, explains how it was "hard to grasp" being 
cut from the team before the season after having a solid training camp, 
and shares his motivation to stick with the big club. 

With Murray on long-term injured reserve, the Leafs suddenly have the 
cap space available to recall extra players. Defenceman Victor Mete and 
gritty winger Wayne Simmonds joined Robertson at practice.  

"With that comes more competition and more accountability," Keefe said. 
"I think that is healthy for our team. It keeps guys honest in terms of 
keeping their spot, whether you are a guy who has been playing or if 
you're a guy who has been called up ... Competition is healthy. It was a 
difficult thing having 20 guys." 

The recall caps an emotional week for the 34-year-old Simmonds, who 
has never played in the AHL during his career.  

"At first you're kind of shocked," he said. "You're stunned. But, it doesn't 
matter. The games don't stop. Life doesn't stop. You got to keep going. 
You got to keep going no matter what. You never know what's going to 
happen, right? You've seen around the league there's been a bunch of 
injuries and a lot of teams who are playing guys short because of the 
salary cap. For me, it was keeping my mind right, staying ready and just 
working."   

After clearing waivers, Simmonds skated with Toronto's development and 
return-to-play staff instead of joining the Marlies. Would he contemplate 
playing in the AHL in the future?  

"I'm not saying it's a no-go," he said. "At this point in time in the season, I 
thought it was best for myself to get some skill work in and make sure 
that I was ready if an opportunity presented itself so that's what I chose to 
do."   

Simmonds wants to play for a contending team and, ideally, that will be in 
Toronto.  

"I don't know what's going to happen, but I'm here for these guys," he 
said. "I've poured my heart and soul into this team over the last two years 
and that's not going to change. This is where I want to be and I'll do 
anything in my power to stay with this organization. So, that's where 
we're at."  

Simmonds determined to stay with Leafs: 'I poured my heart and soul 
into this team' 

After being recalled from the AHL, Wayne Simmonds describes his 
emotions after being waived by the Leafs prior to the season, shares 
what he wants to bring to the team, explains that he "poured his heart 
and soul" into the club and wants to be with Toronto, and much more. 

After a nightmare opener in Montreal, the defence pairing of Jake Muzzin 
and Justin Holl appears to be back on track.  

"It's just sticking with the same process," Holl said. "Obviously, we didn't 
love our game on Wednesday and, as a team, we weren't as good as we 
could be. Every game is a new game and a new opportunity." 

On Saturday, Holl made the most of the opportunity. He scored the 
game-winning goal against the Ottawa Senators. Your humble 
correspondent suggested that's not what the stay-at-home defenceman 
is known for.  

"What!" the 30-year-old said in mock disgust, which elicited laughs from 
the assembled media. "I'm just kidding." 

Holl's goal late in the third period of a tie game came from the top of the 
Senators' crease. It was only the latest example of the Leafs' blueliners 
joining the attack and creating chaos in the offensive zone.  

"Mitch [Marner] made a really nice play," Holl said. "He was climbing up 
top and Muzz had switched over so I kind of saw an opportunity if he 
wanted a drop pass or, if not, I would just take somebody with me. But 
turns out two guys went with Mitchy and I had a little space to get to the 
net and was able to put it in." 

Michael Bunting picked up the primary assist.  

"Holler was coming down the wall there and he made a nice play to me 
low," Bunting said. "I knew, obviously, it was under two minutes to play 
and I just wanted to get it to the net and he crashed." 

Did Bunting get a stick on the puck before it went in?  

"I have no idea, to be honest. It was just a clusterf—k. Oh, sorry!" he said 
with a smile. "Cluster. And, I have no idea, but I think Holler got that. We 
got the win. That's all that matters." 

Muzzin, meanwhile, made a nice slap pass to set up a David Kampf goal 
late in the second period.  

"Great look by Muzz to find the stick," Keefe said.  

The Leafs are now 14-0-0 when Kampf, a defensive-minded centre, 
scores.  

"I don't know if he has scored an unimportant goal for us in his time 
here," Keefe said. "He finds ways to score big goals at key times. That is 
a nice characteristic to have ... It is not what he does and it's not his 
thing, but when there is a puck in the offensive zone and there is an 
opportunity to get your stick down and redirect it, it is a simple play that 
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we practice quite frequently. In that moment, it is what it called for. He 
was there." 
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