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Time to park concerns over tailgating and let PNC Arena upgrades proceed 
By Luke DeCock

We’re not seriously going to put the brakes on a $2 billion 
development that would revolutionize the PNC Arena (and 
Carter-Finley Stadium) experience over parking spots, are 
we? In the year 2022? 

That’s somehow become the biggest talking and sticking 
point as we move inexorably toward the long-overdue 
transformation of the 80 acres around the arena, which for 
25 years has sat plopped in the middle of nothing, 
surrounded by a scrim of pine trees and acre upon acre of 
empty asphalt. 
Everyone else, from the state to the county to the city to the 
arena authority appears to be on board, or at the least not 
standing in the way, of letting Carolina Hurricanes owner 
Tom Dundon (in concert, presumably, with a plethora of local 
developers) convert those parking lots into bars, restaurants, 
retail, hotels, apartments, offices, a sportsbook (eventually) 
and a live music venue – the kinds of things that downtown 
arenas have by virtue of their locations and PNC utterly lacks 
by virtue of its location. 
A consultant recently recommended that the Centennial 
Authority, which oversees the arena, move forward with 
Dundon, who has a right of first refusal to develop the land in 
the Hurricanes’ lease. But that’s contingent on N.C. State’s 
approval, and N.C. State chancellor Randy Woodson has 
talked about protecting “N.C. State’s ability to provide the 
best fan experience, generate revenue, and remain 
competitive in the ACC in men’s basketball and football.” 
That includes, foremost, the parking lots that get used for 
N.C. State football games six or seven days a year, and the 
difficult conversations no one wants to have with big 
Wolfpack Club donors who might have to park somewhere 
new — or even in a parking deck. 
Of course, that didn’t stop the university from plowing under 
hundreds of spots on its own to build an indoor practice 
facility, but these are legitimate concerns. Somehow, though, 
those concerns have metamorphosed into a public 
referendum on tailgating. 
It’s all a false choice anyway: This isn’t a decision for or 
against tailgating. There will always be tailgating. That 
culture isn’t being threatened. 
Nothing’s going to happen to the 4,000 parking spots south 
of the arena around Carter-Finley Stadium (unless N.C. 
State does something on its own). And even the 4,000 spots 
that surround PNC aren’t all going to be dug up and 
converted to deck parking overnight. It’ll happen gradually, 
over the course of a decade or so, with plenty of time to 
adjust and adapt. 
The reality is, there’s a huge tailgating culture around N.C. 
State football and basketball and Hurricanes hockey in part 
because there’s no other way to get a drink or have a meal 
before a football or hockey game. 
Give people the option to park in a deck and have a beer and 
a bite to eat while watching the early games on TV – in the 

comfort of air conditioning for those September noon games 
and heat for those November night games and most of 
hockey season – and maybe even placing a wager, and 
many would snap it up. 
Especially if there are infrastructure upgrades that make the 
arena and stadium easier to access, alleviating the traditional 
traffic snarls. (There are still people trying to get to the U2 
concert.) If you can pull off Wade Avenue and directly into a 
deck, showing up four hours early for a football game 
becomes a choice, not a necessity. 
And anyone who wants to set up a tent and lay out a spread 
that would make Roman emperors blush, they’ll still be able 
to enjoy that at their leisure. Maybe not in the same place 
they have been for the past 20 years, maybe on the roof of a 
deck lined with extra-large spots for that purpose, but still 
within howling distance of their seats. Some may prefer a 
communal tailgating area already set up with bespoke tents 
and power and ice, as many other schools do nowadays. 
There are ways to do this that not only protect the 
experience, but enhance it. 
Tailgating isn’t the issue. Parking is. But it’s far from 
insoluble. Woodson just has to cut the best deal he can for 
the university to let the project proceed, and the upside here 
for N.C. State is unlimited. Brand-new basketball practice 
facility next to the arena? High-rise residences for football 
and basketball players overlooking the stadium? Wolfpack 
retail megastore to rival the Adidas flagship in Times 
Square? Tesla hyperloop to deliver well-heeled boosters to a 
secret elevator under their suites? 
With the leverage Woodson has, he can get anything he 
bloody well wants. Imagine taking recruits to see all of that 
instead of parking lots. With a little imagination, the potential 
for revenue generation, combined with the reduced supply of 
and increased demand for surface parking, means N.C. 
State can make more money than it does now. 
Either way, this has to happen. The arena has sat there for 
too long, lonely and unloved, in one of the last great 
undeveloped parcels in Wake County. Along with Bandwidth 
and the state Department of Health and Human Services 
across Wade, there’s a chance to create a new urban center 
just outside the Beltline, a brisk walk or short shuttle bus ride 
from a potential future commuter rail station, a focus of 
commercial activity whether there’s a game that day or night 
or not. 
This all goes together with the proposed renovations to PNC 
itself: Dundon gets the green light to develop the land, the 
Hurricanes sign a new 20-plus-year lease, the city and 
county turn over the money to upgrade the arena. Block the 
development, and the aging arena won’t get the new 
amenities it so desperately needs.  
Inside and outside, this is the long-awaited opportunity to 
propel the fan experience at PNC – and Carter-Finley – into 
the 21st Century. Everybody wins. 
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There will still always be tailgating. This isn’t about tailgating. 
It’s about using some — not all — of those parking spots to 
bring something other than tailgating to the party. 

 
 
 

As PNC Arena development plans unfold, could West Raleigh be next ‘it’ destination? 
By Chip Alexander 
It was during the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs and Carolina 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov talking up the next 
home game at PNC Arena when he said, “It’s going to be 
exciting. Saturday night in Raleighwood will be buzzing.” 
The mass of tailgaters, a loud and lively band in the front 
plaza and the thrill of playoff hockey would make for such an 
atmosphere at the arena, before and during the game. It was 
buzzing. That Saturday night, PNC Arena was the place to 
be. 
And then the game ended and everyone went home. 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon wants to change that. He 
has another vision and other plans for both inside and 
outside PNC Arena that could entice fans to come early for 
games and stay after they’re over. Others in the community 
want to be a part of it and are excited about the possibilities 
– for the arena, for the Hurricanes and N.C. State, and more 
so for a section of Raleigh that could develop into a new city 
hub. 
Could “West Raleigh” become a thing, a part of the Raleigh 
vernacular like Downtown and Midtown? 
Imagine the land outside PNC Arena being transformed into 
a mix of luxury hotels and retail shops, restaurants, sports 
pubs and an indoor-outdoor concert venue. One day there 
also could be a sportsbook at the arena for those inclined to 
lay down a few wagers, something Dundon and the 
Hurricanes are seeking as an added revenue source at a 
time when the NHL’s salary cap is rising.  
“I look at this opportunity that we have here, with this 
wonderful piece of land, and we do need to have the vision 
to make it magnificent,” said KIeran Shanahan, a local 
attorney, former Raleigh city council member and a member 
of the Centennial Authority that oversees the arena. “It can 
be emblematic of the area in which we live and it can 
become a destination.” 
With PNC Arena as the centerpiece.  

Potential for growth around the arena 

Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin remembers working for the 
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce when funding was 
first being sought to help build a new arena near N.C. State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium. 
“We talked about the potential for the area and the 
expectation was there would be growth around the arena 
and complement it,” Baldwin said in an interview. “We all 
know that didn’t happen.” 
But Baldwin, Raleigh’s mayor since 2019, expects that to 
change and believes it will. She approves of the renewed 
plans to renovate PNC Arena and supports the idea of 
having an entertainment district and mixed-use development 
built around it. 
“I look at this as a tremendous opportunity to really prepare 
for the future of our city and be at that next level,” Baldwin 
said. “So I’m excited about it and think it’s really important 
that we explore this and that we all work cooperatively to 
make it happen.” 

Much already is happening in the area. Bandwidth, a 
communications software company, is building a new 
corporate headquarters on 40 acres off Edwards Mill Road 
just north of Wade Avenue. To the east, on Blue Ridge 
Road, the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services 
will relocate its headquarters. 
“There’s a lot of innovation and government work that will 
happen in that corridor,” Michael Haley, the Raleigh 
chamber’s senior vice president of economic development, 
said in an interview. “To me, it’s a really exciting part of 
Raleigh and will be in the next five to 10 years. To me, a key 
word is ‘vibrant.’” 
Bandwidth will employ 1,165 people and have more than 
$100 million in capital investment, according to a Wake 
County economic development report. 
The state’s DHHS will move more than 4,000 workers to its 
new headquarters in a planned 10-story, 480,000-square-
foot office building. 

Commercial growth around PNC Arena 

The Blue Ridge Corridor Alliance is a non-profit created 
jointly by the city, N.C. State and property owners and 
businesses in the Blue Ridge Road area to coordinate public 
and private investments. According to alliance estimates, 
$2.67 billion has been invested in Blue Ridge Corridor 
projects since 2016 – the DHSS headquarters pegged at 
$554 million.  
“The area in southwest Raleigh anchored by such things as 
PNC Arena and the fairgrounds and Carter-Finley Stadium is 
currently a high concentration of destinations and 
hospitality,” alliance executive director Jeff Murison said in 
an interview. “But it has an enormous opportunity over the 
next five years as it continues to grow and evolve as a new 
urban center in Raleigh, with things such as the new DHHS 
campus, the Bandwidth campus and as the Centennial 
Authority completes its visioning process for the future of 
their property. 
“The Centennial Authority property and PNC Arena is 
basically, physically the heart of the community, and one of 
our biggest partners and stakeholders. We’re very excited 
about the concepts they’re considering and their vision of the 
future. The kind of things they’re contemplating have a very 
real prospect of transforming the community and positioning 
it to be extremely successful for the next 30 years.” 
Since the arena opened in October 1999, commercial growth 
has been slow around it. The biggest development has been 
Wade Park with its mix of office buildings, housing and a few 
eateries. 
The only restaurants within walking distance from PNC 
Arena are the Backyard Bistro, a Wendy’s and a Bojangles 
on Trinity Road. 
“What was envisioned when the (arena) site was selected 
and when this was all approved is that the area would 
naturally develop and support the arena and support future 
growth,” Baldwin said. “That it has not happened I think a lot 
has to do with most of the land being owned by the state.” 
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But if growth has been stagnant in the vicinity close to the 
arena, developing the property adjacent to the arena could 
change that. It could bring billions of dollars of private-sector 
investment. It could transform it into an area offering hotels, 
restaurants, housing, office space, a concert venue in a joint 
venture with Live Nation, the country’s dominant music 
promoter, a sportsbook in partnership with one of the major 
gambling companies, like MGM or FanDuel. 
“This could be a game-changer,” Baldwin said. 
How NC State, Hurricanes came to share the arena 
The original vision for the arena was to be the Wolfpack’s 
basketball place next to NCSU’s Carter-Finley Stadium. 
There was talk of it having 23,000 seats – more than UNC’s 
Smith Center in Chapel Hill – in a college arena that had an 
NBA feel to it. 
That morphed into plans for a smaller multi-purpose arena, 
one that would host N.C. State basketball and professional 
hockey. The City of Raleigh and Wake County agreed to 
share the cost of building it with NCSU and the state, and the 
Hurricanes spent millions more after the franchise moved 
from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1997. 
The arena, with an estimated cost of $158 million, opened in 
October 1999 and was then called the Raleigh Entertainment 
and Sports Arena. The Hurricanes, after two years of “home” 
games in Greensboro, began play at the ESA and N.C. 
State’s men’s basketball team had a new home after 50 
years in Reynolds Coliseum on the NCSU campus. 
The arena has hosted Stanley Cup finals in 2002 and 2006, 
the 2011 NHL All-Star Game and the 2004 NHL Draft. There 
have been NCAA tournament regional games and the CIAA 
once held its conference tournament there.. 
There have been concerts and monster trucks, rodeos and 
pro wrestling at the arena. The Apex Legends Global Series, 
bringing a major esports event to Raleigh, was held at PNC 
Arena this year and was deemed a major success for the 
arena and economically for the community with so many out-
of-town visitors.  
A study commissioned for the authority in 2018 estimated the 
arena would have an economic impact of $4 billion in its first 
20 years. 

PNC Arena due for renovations 

PNC Arena now is due for a major facelift and renovation, an 
enhancement that the authority has been exploringsince 
2014 and is overdue. The pandemic put everything on hold 
for almost two years, but the Centennial Authority has 
secured a chunk of the funding in local tourism tax money 
needed to jump-start the renovation process again.  
The funds, from Wake County and the City of Raleigh, are 
provided through the city and county Interlocal Agreement, 
which is funded by the hospitality industry’s hotel/motel and 
prepared-food tax. They helped finance both the construction 
of PNC Arena and the Raleigh Convention Center, among 
other projects. 
“Our planning partners, the City of Raleigh and Wake 
County, have very distinctly told us they want us to get 
started,” authority chairman Philip Isley said. “They have 
appropriated money to us and they want to get going.  
“I know it seems we are doing things fast. We are. This is the 
arena for our state, for our city, for our county, and we have 
a lot of expectations to enhance this arena and make this 
very much a 21st Century arena.” 

A developing trend with 21st Century arenas has been more 
about developing space outside the walls of the arenas.  
“Teams have recognized when you have people come to 
events, figuring out ways to keep them there longer, have 
them come earlier and stay later and spend more money and 
generate more taxes makes a lot of sense,” said Dan Barrett, 
the CAA ICON consultant who prepared a report on PNC 
renovation and ancillary development as well as serving as 
the authority’s representative in lease negotiations with the 
Hurricanes. “It’s about how you utilize your property to its 
best use. Teams across the U.S., Canada and even Europe 
are looking at their sites and trying to figure out how to 
capitalize on that opportunity. And it is a significant 
opportunity.” 
While providing more amenities for the fans at the games – 
refurbished State Farm Arena in Atlanta even has a Killer 
Mike barber shop – there has been an increasing demand to 
provide more entertainment options before and after the 
games, and just a short walk away.  
“That is the national trend,” Baldwin said. “I think what’s 
happening is people are looking for a different experience. I 
think a lot of people want to see that experience expanded.” 
The Hurricanes want that at PNC Arena – the Hurricanes’ 
lease gives Dundon right of first refusal for developing the 80 
acres of property at the arena and north of Carter-Finley 
Stadium, an area that’s currently parking lots and 
undeveloped land along the perimeter. NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman wants it, making it known during a visit to 
Raleigh during the 2022 playoffs. 
“I think there’s a great vision for not just the arena or the 
team but for the entire area,” Bettman said during the visit. “I 
think that vision is exciting and it’s a win-win for everybody.” 
Isley called Bettman a “great asset” in the push for 
improvements. 
“He’s the guy,” Isley said. “He understands and appreciates 
that we’re a unique arena because we’re not downtown. He 
also recognizes the benefits with respect to our location, our 
ease of access.” 
The possibilities for private-sector investment in a 
commercial and entertainment district could be many.  
“I think the opportunity is unlimited there,” Raleigh developer 
Jeff Ammons said. “The access to highways, the access to 
schools … it seems to me that all the hard stuff is done. The 
easy stuff is coming in and building.  
“It’s an excellent opportunity and so many things are in place 
there that if you were going to start from scratch it would be 
such an expense. How would you ever pull that off 
downtown? They’re really set up to build with what they have 
right there. 
“That area just seems really ripe for growing.” 

Plans for arena development in places like Atlanta, Anaheim 

Plans for the Honda Center in Anaheim, California, where 
the NHL’s Ducks play, include the addition of OC Vibe, a $3 
billion mixed-use entertainment development on 95 acres. It 
will have two hotels, housing, office buildings, more than 30 
eateries and a concert venue, the Orange County Register 
reported. 
Another prototype development is The Battery Atlanta. The 
Braves played in downtown stadiums for more than 50 years 
until the decision to build a new major-league park in Cobb 
County, more than 10 miles northwest of the city center – 
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Truist Park, which was called SunTrust Park when it opened 
in 2017. 
But there’s more than just a baseball stadium stuck in the 
suburbs. The Braves contributed to the building of The 
Battery Atlanta, an entertainment district adjacent to the park 
that bills itself as a “360-degree experience where you can 
have fun within steps of the field.” 
There’s an Omni Hotel that overlooks the ballpark and an 
Aloft Hotel. There’s a street packed with shops and 
restaurants that include a wine bar and taproom. There are 
apartments and office buildings. There’s also a 4,000-seat 
concert venue, the Coca-Cola Roxy, a Live Nation venue. 
It’s not just a game-day destination. It’s an everyday 
destination. 

“The Battery seems to be the model right now,” Scott 
Dupree, executive director of the Greater Raleigh Sports 
Alliance, said in an interview. “If they could pull off that kind 
of thing around PNC Arena it would be amazing. That could 
be a real difference maker and it could take the building, I 
believe, to another level. It’s already successful but there’s 
certainly potential for more.” 

Added Isley: “That’s a really cool project. I’m told when it’s 
game day you’ve got to see it. When it’s not game day 
you’ve got to see it.” 

‘An NC State decision’ 

It will take cooperation with N.C. State to make it happen. It 
will take continued support from chancellor Randy Woodson, 
who serves on the authority.  
NCSU officials have been reluctant to discuss the project 
publicly, with Woodson releasing a statement noting he 
wanted to “ensure short and long-term impacts to NC State 
are considered in any decisions.” 
“Whatever we do is going to be an N.C. State decision,” N.C. 
State athletic director Boo Corrigan said on the ACC Now 
podcast. “It’s not going to be a Boo Corrigan decision, it’s not 
going to be an athletic decision alone. It’s going to involve 
the university and Chancellor Woodson, whatever direction 
he wants to go with the Centennial Authority, with Gale 
Force, with everyone else involved in what it is. I think that’s 
the most important thing from our standpoint, is that we’re 
aligned properly with the university and those decisions will 
be coming down the road.” 
The Wolfpack uses the parking lots surrounding the arena for 
basketball and football games. The parking spots are 
assigned and parking passes are paid for by members of the 
NCSU Wolfpack Club. While the lots surrounding Carter-
Finley Stadium would not be affected, the lots north of the 
stadium could eventually be absorbed by development, the 
capacity replaced by parking decks, some of which could be 
configured with wider spaces for tailgating. 
Many Hurricanes fans tailgate before games, a part of the 
hockey season’s playoff tradition. It will be a change for 
many, not just Wolfpack fans., as parking decks replace 
surface parking in some areas. 
Isley believes any differences can be alleviated and 
problems resolved. 
“This is a long-term project and I really believe we’re lucky 
because we have NC State and the Hurricanes,” Isley said. 
“They’re two really good tenants and they’re communicating 
with each other. And that’s helpful to me. The athletic 

director (Boo Corrigan) and chancellor have been great to 
work with. They certainly have been receptive to ideas as we 
talk through this.” 
Don Waddell, the Hurricanes’ president and general 
manager, said there are roughly 4,000 parking spots around 
the arena, which could be increased to 8,000 to 10,000 
spots. 
“When the building was built, if you go back, there was talk of 
development on the property and it was never followed 
through,” Waddell said, “We’re sitting on 80 acres on the 
PNC (Arena) side that we can make into a destination place, 
a place where people want to go. We don’t have that now.” 

The Hurricanes’ lease agreement 

The authority has been working with CAA ICON, a sports 
venue consulting firm that was used to finalize a five-year 
arena lease extension between the authority and the 
Hurricanes through 2029. Among the clients and projects 
handled by CAA ICON are the NHL’s Seattle Kraken and 
Climate Pledge Arena, and the NFL’s Las Vegas Raiders 
and Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas.  
Ratio and HOK, the design firms hired by the Centennial 
Authority to handle the initial arena enhancement and 
renovation, have been further commissioned and charged 
with updating those plans for the authority. 
Meetings have been with the major stakeholders on the 
revised renovations in the past few months. The CAA ICON 
report to the authority noted the firm recently met with 
representatives with officials from the City of Raleigh, Wake 
County, Gale Force, NCSU, the state departments of 
Administration, Agriculture and Commerce, the General 
Assembly and development firms Kane Realty of Raleigh 
and Dallas-based Woods Capital, whose owner has 
partnered with Dundon on projects there.  
Proposed plans for the renovation include expansion of an 
indoor/outdoor plaza area on the south end of the arena, 
expansion of the Hurricanes team store and improvement to 
concourse areas including the addition of “view terraces” on 
the upper concourse. 
Isley and the authority want the arena renovation on a fast 
track, with the first work beginning in 2024. Giving the arena 
a more modern feel, then the plans for commercial 
development should make PNC Arena more attractive for 
future events. 
One example: bids have been made to host NCAA regionals 
at PNC Arena – the final two rounds, not the opening rounds 
– but have not been successful, Dupree said. 
“We also looked at the (NCAA) Women’s Final Four but it 
was clear they were looking for hotels and entertainment 
around the building, so I felt we were not able to submit a 
competitive bid,” Dupree said. 
Should HOK and Ratio work in conjunction with CAA ICON it 
would be an indoor/outdoor consortium of sorts at PNC 
Arena. They will have to work around the arena schedules, 
causing the authority’s Shanahan to liken it to “refitting an 
airplane while it’s flying.”  
“If you were to develop, say, a mixed-used development and 
create a place and destination beyond the arena we would 
be willing to understand what kind of amenities we don’t 
need to duplicate within the arena,” Bill Browne, Principal 
and CEO of Ratio, said to authority members during a late-
June presentation at PNC Arena. “We want to have a 
cooperative arrangement. 
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“Branding is really a big part of the arena world today and 
how are we going to change the branding from where you 
are now to a more contemporary, more up-to-date kind of 
approach? How are we going to reposition the arena so that 
it’s really taking advantage of the real estate as well as 
bringing it up to date?” 

The projected cost is anyone’s guess. An initial estimate for 
the arena renovation was $225 million, Isley said. That was 
pre-pandemic, a couple of years ago.  
“It’s going to be a big number,” Isley said. “If we’re mindful of 
what we’re doing, mindful of our goals and mindful of what 
our budget is, we can figure this thing out. I’m bullish.” 
 

‘We haven’t taken the name off yet.’ Deal expired, but PNC Arena could keep its name. 
By Luke DeCock 

Raleigh  
The Carolina Hurricanes and PNC Bank are halfway through 
a 90-day extension of their naming-rights deal without a new 
agreement but Hurricanes president Don Waddell said 
Wednesday night that PNC Arena remains likely to remain … 
PNC Arena. 
“It’s still named PNC,” Waddell said. “We’re working toward 
an extension with them. I feel confident we’ll get something 
done in the next little bit. That’s why we haven’t taken the 
name off yet.” 
The original 20-year deal between the Hurricanes and what 
was originally RBC Centura Bank, worth $4 million per year, 
expired at the end of August, but the two sides agreed to 
extend the negotiating window to pursue a long-term 
extension. Any naming-rights revenue is divided among the 
Hurricanes, N.C. State and the Centennial Authority, which 
oversees the arena. 
PNC assumed the deal when it purchased RBC Centura in 
2011. Representatives with the Pittsburgh -based bank did 
not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
In August, Waddell told the Centennial Authority, “We’re in 
some heavy negotiations with multiple companies right now.”  
Meanwhile, the Hurricanes opened their season Wednesday 
night with a 4-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets and the 
team’s name on their helmets instead of the Lenovo 

advertisement that was there last season. Waddell said that 
was a one-year deal with Lenovo that was not renewed, 
although the team was interested in finding a new helmet 
sponsor. 
Waddell said the Hurricanes would also consider wearing an 
advertising patch on their jersey, as some NHL teams are 
this season, but have found it to be a buyer’s market. 
“The story behind the patches, it’s a great thing for the 
league obviously, but I think we counted the other day there 
are 119 teams trying to sell patches and five or six NHL 
teams have had success,” Waddell said. “Everything came 
on the market the same time, all the leagues decided they 
were going to do it at the same time, so maybe a year ago it 
would have been a little different? 
“The way the economy is right now, some of these big 
companies, they’re laying off employees and it makes it hard 
for them to spend millions of dollars to put a patch on a 
jersey.” 
Generally speaking, though, Waddell said the franchise has 
“never been in a better shape from a business standpoint.” 
“Six years ago we had 4,500 season-ticket holders and we 
have almost 14,000 now,” Waddell said. “We put the product 
on the ice and the fans have responded.” 
This story was originally published October 14, 2022 4:50 
PM. 
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NHL coaching hot seat: Where do all 32 coaches land right now? 
By Sean Gentille 
There’s got to be a better phrase here than “coaching hot 
seat.” 
It’s overdone and, in some cases, dismissive. The problem, 
though, is that it kind of … fits. It’s a solid shorthand if 
nothing else. Coaching in the NHL is a difficult job, and the 
vultures are often circling — even after a few games. 
So, yes, coaches are going to get fired. Some might get fired 
soon. Plenty will get fired later. Some will get new jobs. 
Others won’t. So it goes. 
What’s certain is that there are 32 of those spots available, 
and the assessment process never ends. At the moment, 
every coach seems to fall into one of eight categories. Here 
they are, ordered from most to least job security. 

Not now, maybe not ever 

Jon Cooper, Tampa Bay Lightning: No team has won more 
games than the Lightning since they hired Cooper in 2013, 
and only one has the same number of Cups. Unless the 
standard in Tampa Bay is “never lose another postseason 
series,” Cooper isn’t going anywhere. Owner Jeff Vinik and 
GM Julien BriseBois stuck with him after that 2019 playoff 
disaster, and he’s delivered. Big time. Maybe he’ll do the rest 
of us a solid when his contract is up in 2025 and take a TV 
job. He’d write his ticket there, too. No coach has a more 
impressive combo of high-level success and synergy with his 
bosses. 
Mike Sullivan, Pittsburgh Penguins: The fact that Sullivan 
hasn’t won a Jack Adams is one of the league’s great 
ongoing, low-level farces, and seeing him mid-table on 
“which coach gets fired first” odds boards is hilarious. The 
team’s new owners at Fenway Sports Group viewed him as 
a major asset from the start. Almost like he’s won two 
Stanley Cups. 
Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames: He’s the guy in Calgary for as 
long as he wants it — and based on the two-year extension 
he just signed, Sutter still wants it. He’s 64, but the rest of the 
Flames’ organization is clearly in win-now mode, too; you 
don’t sign Nazem Kadri for seven seasons if you’re all that 
worried about the future. 

Settled in for the long haul 

Jared Bednar, Colorado Avalanche: The last time we did 
something like this, many moons ago, it centered around 
which teams would be interested in Barry Trotz. Back then, it 
was fair to wonder whether the Avs, were they again to 
faceplant in the postseason, would look for a change. They, 
uh, did not. So they won’t. 
Rod Brind’Amour, Carolina Hurricanes: This man has been 
in Raleigh, N.C. since 1999-00. It’s borderline impossible to 
imagine someone else coaching that roster, at this point, and 
it’s tough to find another coach who’s the face of his 
franchise. Are expectations high and rising? Sure — but 
there’s plenty of reason to believe that Brind’Amour will meet 
them. Check back if they get swept in the playoffs. 
Craig Berube, St. Louis Blues: Scientists have spent years 
trying to figure out just how the Blues keep pulling this off. 

Maybe, just maybe, the coach has something to do with it. 
Berube signed a three-year extension in February, a little 
less than three years after leading the franchise to its only 
Stanley Cup. No team played Colorado tougher in the spring. 
He’s in good shape. 
Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild: The natives are already 
restless — and if Marc-Andre Fleury doesn’t steer the car 
back onto the road, that’s not going to change. Minnesota’s 
roster has its flaws; it’s also far, far too good to worry about 
just yet. Evason’s 2021-22 was a mixed bag; he oversaw a 
whole bunch of career seasons … and then got outcoached 
in the first round by Berube. It’s not an easy job, given the 
ongoing cap issues, but Evason is doing it well enough. 
Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers: If Igor Shesterkin has 
another .935 season — and his save percentage is exactly 
that thus far, go figure — nobody in New York is going to 
lose their jobs. If Gallant can figure out how to turn a young 
forward or two into a legit second-liner, he’ll have himself 
another meal ticket, and maybe another deep postseason 
run. 

The right guys at the right time 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton Oilers: Last season, Ken Holland 
did not want Woodcroft as his head coach. No offense 
meant, necessarily — just a testament to how allergic 
Holland is to in-season changes. Aside from that, Woodcroft 
has done a fantastic job. He maxed out Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl, built a functioning bottom six and helped get 
the Oilers into a passable place defensively. Know what else 
he did? Raised the standard. Playoff advances should be the 
norm for Edmonton moving forward. 
Martin St. Louis, Montreal Canadiens: After taking over in the 
middle of a lost season, if the only thing St. Louis managed 
was getting Cole Caufield back on track, he’d have been a 
success. We know he’s done more than that. The Canadiens 
haven’t turned the corner yet, but there’s plenty of reason to 
believe they will. St. Louis is a huge part of that. 
Don Granato, Buffalo Sabres: Not a bad season-opening 
present for ol’ “Donny Meatballs” — a two-year contract 
extension through the 2025-26 season. That’s a major bit of 
validation for Granato (and GM Kevyn Adams, who got an 
extension of his own), and it’s deserved. The Sabres played 
March and April at a 102-point pace, and several young 
players made major jumps. Buffalo has a guy capable of 
providing the stability they’ve lacked for more than a decade. 
Why mess with it? 
Andre Tourigny, Arizona Coyotes: Expecting anything more 
from Tourigny than avoiding nightly blowouts would be 
unfair. The Coyotes are designed to lose, and lose they will 
— but they weren’t as bad as they should’ve been last 
season, and they showed plenty of fight in their season 
opener against Pittsburgh. That, combined with Tourigny’s 
track record of success with young players, is a decent sign 
for whenever the tank job is complete, assuming he lasts that 
long. 
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Still in the grace period 

Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets: If Mark Scheifele and Co. buy 
in — and there are some early, encouraging signs — Year 1 
under Bowness could be a little more interesting than we 
thought, assuming you enjoy suffocating defensive structure. 
That’s what Rick Bowness does. Also, no team in the league 
is more change-averse than Winnipeg. Not a bad place to 
be. 
Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights: Now, Vegas? 
Probably kind of a bad place to be. It’d be tough to imagine 
even the Golden Knights’ brain trust pulling the chute early 
on someone with Cassidy’s ability — but the roster has 
issues, and we’ve seen them pull wild stuff regularly and 
recently. If Logan Thompson is good, though, the outlook 
gets a lot rosier. 
Pete DeBoer, Dallas Stars: The top end is there for DeBoer; 
he’s got three elite forwards, a preseason Norris Trophy 
favorite and one of the best young goaltenders in the game. 
Now, we get to see if he can piece together the rest. Maybe 
he’ll try to score goals! 
Derek LaLonde, Detroit Red Wings: Steve Yzerman went out 
and got one of his guys — and LaLonde looks like a good 
one. He’s had success at all levels and twice won the Cup as 
an assistant to Cooper. Lots of talk about communication. 
Lots of talk about defense. He’s going to have every 
opportunity to succeed with a roster that can grow under him, 
a boss that hand-picked him and the promise of better days 
ahead. 
Lane Lambert, New York Islanders: The days of Lou 
Lamoriello cycling through coaches (and hiring himself) 
seem to be over. Him playing facial hair police? That friends, 
is timeless. It’ll be interesting to see just how much more 
latitude Lambert gives his players to freelance, compared to 
Trotz; they’re not paying Mathew Barzal $72 million to 
backcheck. 
Paul Maurice, Florida Panthers: No offseason hiring was 
litigated more thoroughly than Maurice. He’s coached forever 
and won … sometimes. If you’re high on him, it’s because of 
the possibility that he brings some semblance of playoff-style 
hockey to the Panthers. Good as they were in the regular 
season under Andrew Brunette, we did not see that. 
Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins: For whatever reason, he 
was an under-the-radar preseason Jack Adams candidate. 
Montgomery’s ability — to connect with the locker room, to 
generate offense — was never the issue in Dallas. Now, 
after earning a second chance, he’s tasked with helping 
Boston weather some serious early injury issues. So far, so 
good. The narrative, the skill set and the roster are in place 
for him to snag a whole bunch of award votes. 
John Tortorella, Philadelphia Flyers: Whatever you think of 
the plan in Philly — and it’s probably not much — Tortorella’s 
ability to squeeze every available point of his players isn’t in 
doubt, and they’ve stacked a few early wins. We’ll see how it 
goes from here. 
Luke Richardson, Chicago Blackhawks: In a nice bit of 
business, Richardson signed himself a four-year contract. 
The job in Chicago is packed with challenges — but not 
necessarily pressure. He seems to know what he’s doing, 
based on this photo. 
David Quinn, San Jose Sharks: It’s not new GM Mike Grier’s 
fault, and it’s certainly not Quinn’s, but the Sharks seem to 
be at the start of a long, possibly ugly road. It’ll be interesting 

to see how both of them define success over the next couple 
seasons; is it fighting for a playoff spot? Developing young 
players while some of those painful contracts wind down? 
Quinn has a good sense of humor. He’ll need it. 

Barring a meltdown … 

John Hynes, Nashville Predators: Plenty of us thought last 
season should’ve been the start of the Preds’ long-delayed 
rebuild. Hynes (and Roman Josi, and Filip Forsberg, and 
Juuse Saros, and Matt Duchene) had different ideas. Now, 
David Poile has once again committed to a win-now roster. 
That probably dials up the pressure on Hynes a bit, but he 
made some major changes to his approach with his stars last 
season, and there’s enough talent in the building to play 
some relevant games. 
Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple Leafs: We know how last 
season ended. We know how the last few seasons have 
ended. We know how the last 55 seasons have ended. So, 
yes, there’s pressure on Keefe, GM Kyle Dubas and every 
person associated with the organization. Carlton the Bear? 
Probably. 
There’s also been an undeniable amount of regular-season 
success and an uptick in quality to those playoff losses. It’s 
tough to imagine anyone walking away from a postseason 
backslide intact. It’s also easy to imagine Keefe and Dubas 
getting new contracts with, say, a first-round win and a 
decent showing after that. 
Peter Laviolette, Washington Capitals: For now, Laviolette is 
in the last year of his contract. That, according to The 
Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun, should be taken care of soon: “He’s 
done a good job for us,” GM Brian MacLellan told LeBrun. “I 
think we’re both on the same page. I don’t see any problems 
going forward.” 
Laviolette has won a whole bunch of regular-season games 
in Washington (81-43-17) and lost eight of 11 in the playoffs. 
There’s no rebuild in sight for the Caps, even though they 
have 11 pending UFAs. If Laviolette sticks around, he’ll likely 
be MacLellan’s last big coaching decision before it’s time to 
plan for the future. 
Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings: L.A. took some folks by 
surprise in the spring. That’s not going to happen again; the 
plan, it would seem, is to make the playoffs again, and then 
start some trouble. There are pieces in place for McLellan — 
a new star forward in Kevin Fiala, plenty of win-now players, 
other guys who need to make the jump from prospect to 
contributor — and, maybe a bit ahead of schedule, some real 
expectations. 

The clock could be ticking 

Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets: This might not be a 
fair spot for Larsen, who’s in just his second season and led 
a better-than-expected group in his first, but Columbus is in 
an odd spot. Adding Johnny Gaudreau changed the calculus 
surrounding the roster, even though it was thin in some spots 
and young in others. “Not terrible” probably won’t be good 
enough. 
The start — three straight regulation losses — certainly 
hasn’t been, and that roster is still loaded with landmines. 
Dave Hakstol, Seattle Kraken: Hakstol’s first season in 
Seattle — like everyone else’s — was submarined by 
goaltending; Philipp Grubauer, the centerpiece of the 
Kraken’s first roster, put up an abysmal .889 save 
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percentage. There’s no recovering from that. Seattle had 
problems elsewhere, though, that GM Ron Francis tried to 
either address (adding winger Andre Burakovsky, keeping 
top prospects Matty Beniers and Shane Wright on the roster) 
or explain away. Francis told LeBrun that he was “pleased” 
with Hakstol: “I thought Dave and his staff kept working at it. 
Our team, in my opinion, worked hard every night and never 
quit. As the season went along, we got better and better, 
especially towards the end of the year.” 
Francis also, though, said that he expects Seattle to be 
competitive. He wouldn’t have made those moves if he 
didn’t. And there are in-house options — AHL Coachella 
Valley coach Dan Bylsma, new assistant Dave Lowry — if 
Hakstol’s team doesn’t show the expected improvement. 

“Is anyone else starting to sweat?” 

Bruce Boudreau, Vancouver Canucks: The bump in 
performance under Boudreau — huge bounce-backs from 
vital players, a 106-point team pace — was undeniable. The 
bump in expectations has been, too; Boudreau himself said 
in training camp that missing the playoffs would be “a big 
disaster for us, as a team and individually.” 
Those are not the words of a comfortable coach. And really, 
it’s understandable; Boudreau replaced Travis Green before 
the Jim Rutherford regime replaced Jim Benning. Whoever 
hired Boudreau, in other words, was not Rutherford. And 
Boudreau waited to exercise his personal one-year option for 
a reason; he was hoping for more years, and he didn’t get 
them. 
The early results haven’t been good. Vancouver is pointless 
in two games, including a 4-2 loss to the Flyers. And losing 
to the Flyers, as constituted, is not a good thing. 
D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators: As we’ve moved up this list, 
“high expectations” have become a recurring theme. Good 
luck finding higher ones than what we’ve seen in Ottawa. 
That, again, is understandable. “The Summer of Pierre” was 
a real thing; Sens GM Pierre Dorion extended some crucial 
pre-existing pieces and added some big-time, win-now ones. 
At forward, though. Not on defense, where the top two are 
still Thomas Chabot and what everyone thinks Jake 
Sanderson will be pretty quickly. Unless reinforcements are 
on the way, maybe via that long-rumored Jakob Chychrun 
trade, it’s tough to look at the roster and see an Atlantic 
Division playoff team. 
That’s also a tough starting point for Smith, especially if all 
those talented forwards keep struggling to put the puck in the 
net. He’s a good coach who deserves better than being 
treated as a late-era Eugene Melnyk leftover, but the heat 
will be on — sooner rather than later — even though he’s 

signed through 2023-24 with a team option for the following 
season. 

High alert 

Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks: In his first few months as 
Ducks GM, Pat Verbeek showed zero issues with making 
tough decisions. It’s easy to dismantle a roster when you had 
no hand in building it. Why, honestly, would Verbeek flinch 
when it came time to move players like Rickard Rakell, Josh 
Manson and Hampus Lindholm? The Ducks stunk with them. 
They could certainly stink without them — and have a raft of 
draft picks to show for it. 
Same deal with Eakins; Verbeek picked up his option for this 
season, but nothing beyond that. Some half-decent talent 
was added to the top of the roster — Ryan Strome, Frank 
Vatrano, John Klingberg — that’ll help give Eakins a chance. 
He’s got the chops and communication skills to make it work, 
especially if young players like Trevor Zegras, Jamie 
Drysdale and Mason McTavish take their respective next 
steps. But this team, especially if John Gibson’s downward 
slide continues, is going to be bad. Again. And that always 
makes it tough — whether it’s Eakins or any other coach — 
to stay on the right side of things. 
Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils: The Devils’ staff and players, 
after a 5-2 loss to the Flyers, were introduced ahead of their 
home opener against Detroit. The end result? A tough scene 
in Newark. 
Ruff’s team wound up losing that game 5-2 as well. Early on, 
it looks like more of the same in Jersey: high expectations 
nuked by bad goaltending and some questionable lineup 
decisions. Ruff is now 46-78-16 with the Devils. 
“We got passionate fans here. They’re used to winning. I 
mean, that’s a part of my job,” Ruff told reporters after the 
game. “I take full responsibility for when this team loses. 
Great history here. The fans want Ws up on the board. As 
simple as that.” 
GM Tom Fitzgerald wants it, too; in another active offseason, 
he added Ondrej Palat, Erik Haula, John Marino and Vitek 
Vanecek. Ahead of the season, he told LeBrun that Ruff is 
“here for a reason,” gassed up his ability to communicate 
with young players like Jack Hughes and called him “one of 
the greatest human beings I’ve ever been around.” 
That can all be true — Ruff has also won more games than 
all but five coaches in NHL history — but at some point, the 
recent results are what they are. And none of it stopped 
Fitzgerald from adding Brunette to Ruff’s staff over the 
summer. The two men stood next to each other during those 
noisy pregame intros. 
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Recap: Svechnikov’s Stellar Second Pushes Canes Past Kraken 
By Walt Ruff 
SEATTLE, WA. - Forward Andrei Svechnikov led the way for 
the Carolina Hurricanes Monday night, tallying two goals and 
an assist during the second period en route to a 5-1 victory 
over the Seattle Kraken. 
The Story 
For the first time in three games the Canes got on the board 
in the opening period, wasting little time at all in taking the 
night's first lead. After Sebastian Aho claimed possession of 
an offensive zone faceoff, a Brady Skjei shot from the point 
glanced just wide of Philipp Grubauer's net. Aho got the first 
attempt at putting home a second chance, but then it was 
Seth Jarvis who came in to clean up the scraps. 
 From there Rod Brind'Amour's team got to more of their 
game, keeping Seattle to the outside and limiting any high-
danger chances. 
Carolina then received back-to-back power play chances 
during the middle stages of the second frame, the first of 
which began Svechnikov's monster period. #37 first picked 
up a primary assist, teeing one up for Aho from the high slot.  
Aho's second goal in three games was the first in a flurry of 
four goals that came just 2:23 apart. 
The second tally in the sequence belonged to Seattle 
though, drawing them back within one courtesy of a man 
advantage marker from Andre Burakovsky. 
However, that would be as close as the home team would 
get, as Svechnikov then took the goal-scoring responsibilities 
into his own hands to blow open the contest. 
For his first of the pair, this time it was Aho's turn to set up 
the number two overall selection in the 2018 draft for a 
beautiful power play connection. 
Then, just 70 seconds later Svechnikov did it again, catching 
a piece of a Martin Necas shot and deflecting into the back of 
the net. 
The combined six points from Aho and Svechnikov sent 
Carolina into the final frame of regulation with a comfortable 
4-1 lead, a lead that they'd extend one final time thanks to 
Jordan Martinook. The team's alternate captain cleaned up 
the scraps on a rebound in front, pushing the game to it's 
eventual 5-1 final. 
They Said It 
Rod Brind'Amour on the performances of Aho and 
Svechnikov following their three-point game... 
"You need your best players to be your best players if you 
want to find any type of success as a group. So far, those 

guys three games in have done their job. We need to keep 
going." 
 Brind'Amour offering his thoughts on the power play (that 
scored twice tonight), post-game... 
"It wasn't great, but I thought we did a couple good things 
that we did try and work on. Give the other team credit, they 
were pressuring us pretty hard. We made a couple little 
adjustments and we got a couple goals out of it, so overall it 
was a good night." 
 Sebastian Aho on where he feels his game is at following 
the three-point performance... 
"It's early in the season and there's areas I can be better, but 
it was a solid game. We try to just take it a day at a time and 
build the game with my linemates, the power play, penalty 
kill, all of that. Just trying to be better every day." 
Bonus Notes 

 Frederik Andersen finished with 22 stops on 23 
shots against. He's now allowed just two goals in 
two starts this season. 

 With the win in net, Andersen now has a victory 
over all 32 current NHL franchises. 

 The power play, which scored twice tonight, had 
revamped looks on both units. The first unit was 
made up of Brent Burns, Sebastian Aho, Martin 
Necas, Andrei Svechnikov and Stefan Noesen. The 
second unit was comprised of Dylan Coghlan, Seth 
Jarvis, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Paul Stastny. 

 Tonight was Coghlan's season debut, drawing in for 
Calvin de Haan. 

 The win improves the Canes to 3-0-0 in 2022-23. 
Carolina has allowed just three goals in its three 
wins, the fewest allowed through three games in 
any season in franchise history (1994-95, 1995-96, 
1999-00: 4). 

 Stefan Noesen tallied an assist on Andrei 
Svechnikov's second goal, marking his first 
Hurricanes point and his first career NHL power-
play assist. Noesen also picked up a helper on 
Martinook's goal, giving him a multi-point night. 

What's Next? 
The Canes are scheduled to practice in Seattle Tuesday 
before flying to Edmonton ahead of Thursday's meeting with 
the Oilers. 
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Svechnikov, Aho propel Hurricanes past Kraken for third straight win 
By Andy Eide 
SEATTLE -- Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho each had 
three points for the Carolina Hurricanes in their third straight 
win, 5-1 against the Seattle Kraken at Climate Pledge Arena 
on Monday. 
Svechnikov scored twice and had an assist, and Aho had a 
goal and two assists for the Hurricanes, who are 3-0-0 to 
start the season. Frederik Andersen made 22 saves. 
"You need your best players to be your best players if you 
want to have any kind of success in this league," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Three games in, but 
[Svechnikov and Aho] have certainly done their job, so we 
need to keep that going." 
Andre Burakovsky scored and extended his point streak to 
four games for the Kraken (1-2-1). Philipp Grubauer made 29 
saves. 
"You make mistakes against good teams, especially when 
they put you under pressure, that's going to come back to 
haunt you," Seattle coach Dave Hakstol said. "That 
happened to us tonight. There are several different points in 
the hockey game where that happened. We took three minor 
penalties in a row in the middle of a second, but what led to 
the first one of those was a turnover and we track on that 
play. It's little things that got us, and that's what happens 
against good teams." 
The Hurricanes scored three goals, including two on the 
power play, in 2:33 during the second period. 
Aho gave them a 2-0 lead with the man-advantage at 12:11 
when he one-timed a feed from Svechnikov at the edge of 
the left face-off circle. 
Burakovsky cut it to 2-1 with a power-play goal at 13:06 after 
a cross-ice pass from Jordan Eberle, but Svechnikov scored 

18 seconds later on the man-advantage when he took a pass 
from Aho and beat Grubauer with a wrist shot from the left 
circle at 13:24. 
"Special teams were huge for us tonight," Aho said. "Scoring 
a couple on the power [play] helps and obviously the PK was 
solid, so that was the game. I think we moved the puck pretty 
well and tried to outwork their PK. Those were big goals at 
the time." 
Svechnikov gave Carolina a 4-1 lead at 14.34 when he 
redirected a shot by Martin Necas. 
"[Svechnikov] is a great player," Aho said. "You always want 
to find him because he can put the puck in the net, just a 
great player." 
Seth Jarvis made it 1-0 at 3:35 of the first period after a pass 
from Aho off the end boards. 
Jordan Martinook scored at 14:41 of the third period when he 
knocked in a loose puck in front for the 5-1 final. 
Andersen made 12 saves in the third. 
"We've got to focus on defense first; that's what it's going to 
take," Seattle forward Jared McCann said. "Obviously things 
haven't been going our way at the beginning of periods, so 
we've just got to bear down and make sure that we play 
good defense first." 
NOTES: The Hurricanes have allowed one goal in each of 
their first three games, including the past two on the road. … 
Svechnikov scored twice in 1:09, the fastest two goals by a 
Hurricanes player since Jeff Skinner (55 seconds) on Jan. 
13, 2017. … Kraken rookie center Matty Beniers had his 
three-game point streak end. It was just the second time in 
14 NHL games he did not have a point. 
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Svechnikov scores twice, Hurricanes blow through Kraken 5-1 
By Tim Booth 

SEATTLE  
Andrei Svechnikov scored two goals 70 seconds apart in the 
second period, Sebastian Aho had a goal and two assists, 
and the Carolina Hurricanes remained unbeaten with a 5-1 
win over the Seattle Kraken on Monday night.  
Carolina improved to 3-0 behind a barrage of second-period 
goals. Carolina scored three times in less than three 
minutes, two of them coming on the power play after the 
Hurricanes started the season 0 for 5 in extra-man 
opportunities.  
“You need your best players to be the best players if you 
want to have any kind of success as a group,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “So far, those guys have been 
— three games in — but they certainly have done their job. 
We need to keep that going.”  
Svechnikov’s two goals helped Carolina create separation 
after Andre Burakovsky scored on the power play to pull 
Seattle to 2-1.  
Svechnikov’s first came at 13:24 of the second when Aho 
found him alone at the side of the net. Barely a minute later, 
Martin Necas’ shot from between the circles was tipped by 
Svechnikov in front of the net and trickled past Seattle 
goalkeeper Philipp Grubauer.  
It was Svechnikov’s first two-goal game of the season after 
he had five last year on his way to a career-high 30 goals.  
“He’s a great player. You want to find him because he can 
put the puck in the net,” Aho said.  
Seth Jarvis jammed a short-side goal past Grubauer in the 
opening minutes of the first period to give Carolina an early 
advantage after coming back from 1-0 deficits in each of its 
first two wins. Aho’s power play goal midway through the 
second made it 2-0.  

“You’re playing with fire when you put these guys on the 
power play that often and you know it came back to get us 
on their second goal,” Seattle coach Dave Hakstol said.  
Jordan Martinook scored on a rebound at 14:41 of the third 
period for his first goal of the season.  
Carolina goaltender Frederik Andersen made 22 saves, 
including 12 in the third period as Seattle pushed to get back 
in the game.  
Burakovsky’s goal was his 300th career point and pulled 
Seattle within 2-1 at 13:06 of the second period. It was his 
second goal and fifth point in four games with his new team. 
But Seattle’s’ scoring chances were limited for the first 40 
minutes and the Kraken had just 11 shots through two 
periods. Seattle was routed at home for the second straight 
game after losing 5-2 to Vegas on Saturday.  
Grubauer made 29 saves, but the soft early goal allowed to 
Jarvis left Seattle playing from behind form the outset. 
“That puts you in a hole right away and you have to play from 
behind. Now we were able to get going and pushed back in, 
but again that’s not a great way to start a hockey game,” 
Hakstol said.  
HOME DEBUT 
Seattle first-round pick Shane Wright made his home debut 
after being scratched on Saturday against Vegas. The 
Kraken plan to be cautious with Wright’s workload early in 
his rookie season. Wright was paired on the fourth line with 
Daniel Spring and Morgan Geekie, but the amount of special 
teams time on the ice limited Wright to just 6:50.  
“That’s partly the special teams and partly the flow of the 
game,” Hakstol said.  
NOTES: Ondrej Kase missed his second straight game for 
Carolina due to a concussion. ... The game was delayed 
several minutes during the third period after a section of the 
glass had to be repaired.  
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2022-23 NHL Rank: Top 100 player predictions across teams 
By ESPN Staff 
The top 100 NHL players for the 2022-23 season are difficult 
to rank, given the incredible depth of talent at almost every 
position. 
To create our annual ranking of the NHL's top 100 players, 
we asked an ESPN panel of more than 50 hockey experts to 
rate players based on how good they will be in the 2022-23 
season compared to their peers. 
The Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche were tied 
for the most players in the top 100 with six, along with the 
New York Rangers, Tampa Bay Lightning and the Vancouver 
Canucks. Only three teams failed to place a player in the top 
100 -- and the Arizona Coyotes are not one of the three. 
Emphasis was placed solely on expectations for the 
upcoming season and predicting potential greatness, rather 
than past performance, career résumé or positional value. 
Hence, long-term injuries to players, such as the season-
ending surgery for Robin Lehner of the Vegas Golden 
Knights, were taken into consideration. 
There may be no greater indication of the NHL's depth than 
the fact that the center position -- the source of the league's 
star power for decades -- accounted for only seven spots in 
the top 20. Centers do encompass four slots in the top seven 
players, however. 
Today we reveal Nos. 51 through 100 on the list. Tune in to 
"The Point" on Tuesday night for a reveal of the top players, 
which will be available online Wednesday morning. 

100. Evander Kane, LW, Edmonton Oilers 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 31 
Eight straight seasons of more than 20 goals is what makes 
Kane one of the league's more consistent wingers. --Ryan S. 
Clark 

99. Jakob Chychrun, D, Arizona Coyotes 

2021-22 rank: 56 
Age: 24 
Chychrun is a high-end talent with great defensive details 
and offensive upside -- when he's healthy. Injuries have 
defined the blueliner's past 12 months but shouldn't distract 
from what he can offer at full strength. --Kristen Shilton 

98. Tomas Hertl, C, San Jose Sharks 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 28 
San Jose believes the dynamic Hertl will be their top-line 
center of the present -- and future. He's a skilled scorer, deft 
playmaker and can elevate teammates, all of which the 
Sharks need to see more of amid a slow start to this season. 
--Kristen Shilton 

97. Seth Jones, D, Chicago Blackhawks 

2021-22 rank: 95 
Age: 28 

Chicago went all-in on signing the talented Jones last 
offseason because of his potential to perform in all three 
phases. Jones is a strong passer, executes clean breakouts, 
and he throws his frame along the boards, all elements of a 
solidly well-rounded skater. --Kristen Shilton 

96. Bo Horvat, C, Vancouver Canucks 

2021-22 rank: 97 
Age: 27 
The Canucks' captain is a versatile cog in the system, 
excellent on draws and handles a matchup role well. Horvat 
just had a career-best 31-goal season, and he will be 
channeling that offensive energy into this contract year. --
Kristen Shilton 

95. Alex Pietrangelo, D, Vegas Golden Knights 

2021-22 rank: 35 
Age: 32 
Pietrangelo hit the 80-game mark for the first time in four 
seasons and gave a sense of stability at a time of questions 
for the Golden Knights. --Ryan S. Clark 

94. Thomas Chabot, D, Ottawa Senators 

2021-22 rank: 89 
Age: 25 
Chabot has a relentless motor, and he brings everything 
you'd want to the Senators' blue-line group. Ottawa's anchor 
regularly logs massive minutes while excelling in every on-
ice scenario, proving that where Chabot goes, so go the 
Sens. --Kristen Shilton 

93. Mats Zuccarello, RW, Minnesota Wild 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 35 
The diminutive Norwegian was 13th among all right wings 
with a 0.85 points per game average over the past two 
seasons. --Greg Wyshynski 

92. Kris Letang, D, Pittsburgh Penguins 

2021-22 rank: 36 
Age: 35 
Letang had a career-best 68 points while averaging nearly 
26 minutes en route finishing in the top 10 in Norris voting for 
the third time in four seasons. --Ryan S. Clark 

91. Anze Kopitar, C, Los Angeles Kings 

2021-22 rank: 37 
Age: 35 
Several items led to the Kings' resurgence, and Kopitar was 
among them by leading the team in scoring while playing in 
every situation. --Ryan S. Clark 
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90. Claude Giroux, C, Ottawa Senators 

2021-22 rank: 69 
Age: 34 
Giroux may no longer be the point-per-game player he was 
in his prime, but the 34-year-old remains a steady 
playmaking presence. --Greg Wyshynski 

89. William Nylander, RW, Toronto Maple Leafs 

2021-22 rank: 57 
Age: 26 
Nylander has matured into more than just a scoring threat. 
He's willing to battle for pucks, create takeaways and breaks 
out quickly. He also has the wheels to wield a strong 
transition game. --Kristen Shilton 

88. Jake Oettinger, G, Dallas Stars 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 23 
His regular-season efforts showed he can serve in a tandem, 
but the playoffs showed Oettinger has everything needed to 
be a No. 1 goaltender. --Ryan S. Clark 

87. Tage Thompson, C, Buffalo Sabres 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 24 
Buffalo's big center had a big breakout year that's turned him 
into an emerging face of the franchise. Thompson's got elite 
scoring ability, a killer shot and, as the Sabres discovered 
last season, the versatility to play important minutes down 
the middle. --Kristen Shilton 

86. Adrian Kempe, C, Los Angeles Kings 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 26 
The Swedish sniper broke through in last season's 35-goal 
turn. Kempe's upping the ante already this year -- three 
goals in three games -- thanks to great chemistry with Anze 
Kopitar. --Kristen Shilton 

85. Tim Stutzle, LW, Ottawa Senators 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 20 
Stutzle is already a power-play force for the Senators (26 of 
his 58 points last season). With Claude Giroux and Alex 
DeBrincat added to the Ottawa forward group, his even 
strength output should increase. --Greg Wyshynski 

84. MacKenzie Weegar, D, Calgary Flames 

2021-22 rank: 94 
Age: 28 
His puck-moving ability made a difference in Florida, and it is 
why Calgary looks like it has another weapon on its blue line. 
--Ryan S. Clark 

83. Tristan Jarry, G, Pittsburgh Penguins 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 27 
Tristan Jarry silenced critics of his disastrous 2021 
postseason by establishing himself as a consistent, effective 
starter for the Penguins last season. --Greg Wyshynski 

82. Ilya Sorokin, G, New York Islanders 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 27 
When Sorokin starts, the Islanders know what kind of effort 
they're getting. He had a quality starts percentage of .713 
over his first two NHL seasons. --Greg Wyshynski 

81. Chris Kreider, LW, New York Rangers 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 31 
The Blueshirts got a Broadway-esque star turn from Kreider 
in his 52-goal effort a season ago. Surprising? Maybe, but 
the veteran forward has followed it up by averaging a point 
per game early in the 2022-23 season. --Kristen Shilton 

80. John Tavares, C, Toronto Maple Leafs 

2021-22 rank: 52 
Age: 32 
Tavares' game has evolved beyond just goal scoring. The 
Leafs' captain is a proven playmaker who hit a decade-high 
in assists (49) last season that complemented his more finely 
tuned, 200-foot performances. --Kristen Shilton 
79. Morgan Rielly, D, Toronto Maple Leafs 
2021-22 rank: 73 
Age: 28 
The longtime backbone of Toronto's defense does it all while 
leading by example. Rielly's an elite skater and puck mover 
used in every situation, where he's capable of generating 
offense without sacrificing defensive responsibilities. --
Kristen Shilton 

78. Aaron Ekblad, D, Florida Panthers 

2021-22 rank: 51 
Age: 26 
When Ekblad's healthy, he's a defenseman worthy of being 
in the Norris Trophy conversation, especially given his 
playmaking abilities (42 assists last season). --Greg 
Wyshynski 

77. Troy Terry, C, Anaheim Ducks 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 25 
Terry's 67-point season sets the expectation that he has 
found his footing within the Ducks' long-term plans. --Ryan S. 
Clark 

76. Elias Lindholm, C, Calgary Flames 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 27 
Lindholm was an elite -- if under-the-radar -- two-way center 
before last season's explosive 42-goal showing put him on 
the map. Former linemates Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew 
Tkachuk might be gone but Lindholm's defensive savvy and 
scoring prowess continue to shine. --Kristen Shilton 

75. Mikhail Sergachev, D, Tampa Bay Lightning 

2021-22 rank: 68 
Age: 24 
This season is Sergachev's time to shine with Ryan 
McDonagh having been traded to Nashville. He's the second 
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best offensive defenseman on the Bolts behind Victor 
Hedman. --Greg Wyshynski 
74. Jacob Trouba, D, New York Rangers 
2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 28 
Trouba is best known for thunderous hits, but he can chip in 
offensively at even strength too. --Greg Wyshynski 

73. Drew Doughty, D, Los Angeles Kings 

2021-22 rank: 38 
Age: 32 
Doughty getting injured last season was a big loss for the 
Kings given he was on pace to set a career high in points. --
Ryan S. Clark 

72. Mark Scheifele, C, Winnipeg Jets 

2021-22 rank: 27 
Age: 29 
For all the talk in Winnipeg, Scheifele can calm those 
concerns by turning in another 20-goal season with the idea 
he could also threaten to score 30. --Ryan S. Clark 

71. Vladimir Tarasenko, RW, St. Louis Blues 

2021-22 rank: 93 
Age: 30 
Tarasenko had one of the NHL's best "remember me?" 
seasons, reigniting his star with a 3.9 points per 60 minutes 
average. --Greg Wyshynski 

70. Brock Boeser, RW, Vancouver Canucks 

2021-22 rank: 67 
Age: 25 
Boeser is one of the better pure goal scorers on the 
Canucks, with 46 goals in 127 games over the past two 
seasons. --Greg Wyshynski 

69. Jaccob Slavin, D, Carolina Hurricanes 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 28 
Subtlety is Slavin's game, yet the impact he has speaks 
rather loudly for the Hurricanes. --Ryan S. Clark 

68. Rasmus Dahlin, D, Buffalo Sabres 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 22 
Dahlin relishes playing big minutes on Buffalo's top unit, 
where the 22-year-old has matured before the Sabres' eyes. 
This season he's adding more offense from the blue line 
already, too. --Kristen Shilton 

67. Joe Pavelski, C, Dallas Stars 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 38 
All he did was score a career-high 81 points, play a 
responsible game and have two-way consistency ... in his 
late 30s. --Ryan S. Clark 

66. Nikolaj Ehlers, LW, Winnipeg Jets 

2021-22 rank: 78 
Age: 26 

Ehlers is lethal in transition, making him a must-watch 
playmaker off the rush. That skill and vision planted Ehlers 
on Winnipeg's top line. --Kristen Shilton 

65. Valeri Nichushkin, RW, Colorado Avalanche 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 27 
He's a two-way, 25-goal-scoring power forward who is 6-
foot-4 and gives the Avs another dimension. --Ryan S. Clark 

64. John Carlson, D, Washington Capitals 

2021-22 rank: 53 
Age: 32 
While he never broke through to win the Norris, Carlson has 
been a consistent defenseman who banks points while 
running Ovechkin's power play. --Greg Wyshynski 

63. Dougie Hamilton, D, New Jersey Devils 

2021-22 rank: 34 
Age: 29 
Even with fewer games, Hamilton fell a goal shy of what 
would have been an eighth-straight season of more than 10 
goals during his first year in New Jersey. --Ryan S. Clark 

62. Darnell Nurse, D, Edmonton Oilers 

2021-22 rank: 90 
Age: 37 
Nurse has averaged over 25 minutes of ice time per game 
the past two seasons, being tasked with playing against top 
competition. --Greg Wyshynski 

61. Gabriel Landeskog, LW, Colorado Avalanche 

2021-22 rank: 43 
Age: 29 
Landeskog gives the Avalanche another 20-goal scorer who 
could possibly reach the 30-goal mark if not for injuries (he 
missed the start of the season with a lower-body injury). --
Ryan S. Clark 

60. Trevor Zegras, C, Anaheim Ducks 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 21 
The video-game moves (and moves that end up in video 
games) made him instantly famous, but Zegras has the skills 
to remain an NHL offensive force. --Greg Wyshynski 

59. Devon Toews, D, Colorado Avalanche 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 28 
Look at his defensive and offensive metrics and you will see 
why Toews is so valued in Denver. --Ryan S. Clark 
58. Quinn Hughes, D, Vancouver Canucks 
2021-22 rank: 59 
Age: 23 
Canucks' bench boss Bruce Boudreau says Hughes passes 
the puck as well as anyone he has coached. High praise for 
the 23-year-old, who already is ably anchoring Vancouver's 
backend. --Kristen Shilton 
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57. Kevin Fiala, LW, Los Angeles Kings 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 26 
Scoring 33 goals and 85 points did more than land Fiala a 
new contract. It places him under a spotlight as someone 
who could help make the Kings even more dangerous. --
Ryan S. Clark 

56. Jake Guentzel, LW, Pittsburgh Penguins 

2021-22 rank: 79 
Age: 28 
An underrated offensive force. His chemistry with Sidney 
Crosby is already on display this season following a second 
40-goal campaign in 2021-22. --Kristen Shilton 

55. Ryan O'Reilly, C, St. Louis Blues 

2021-22 rank: 47 
Age: 31 
One of the NHL's top two-way centers. He's had at least 50 
points in nine straight seasons and won over 58% of his 
faceoffs in seven straight seasons. --Greg Wyshynski 

54. Nazem Kadri, C, Calgary Flames 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 32 

Kadri broke through to score 87 points and further raised 
already high expectations about doing the same now that he 
is with the Flames. --Ryan S. Clark 

53. J.T. Miller, C, Vancouver Canucks 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 29 
Miller has become a top center option for the Canucks, who 
recently signed the big forward to a seven-year extension. 
His 32 goals and 99 points last season were both personal 
bests. --Kristen Shilton 

52. Jordan Kyrou, C, St. Louis Blues 

2021-22 rank: NR 
Age: 24 
Speed and skill drive Kyrou's impressive offensive game. St. 
Louis gave him an eight-year extension following last 
season's career totals (27 goals, 75 points in 74 games), 
cementing Kyrou as a face of the franchise. --Kristen Shilton 

51. Patrice Bergeron, C, Boston Bruins 

2021-22 rank: 33 
Age: 37 
The 37-year-old Bergeron has remained so consistent, the 
last time he was not top 3 in Selke voting was more than a 
decade ago. --Ryan S. Clark 

Kraken can’t hold back Hurricanes, fall to 0-2 at Climate Pledge Arena 
By Kate Shefte

It was a full-service shift for Andre Burakovsky. He drew a 
tripping call, brushed the slush off his knees, stayed on for 
the ensuing power play and scored to briefly get the Seattle 
Kraken back in the game Monday night. 
Just 18 seconds later, however, the two-goal cushion was 
back and the Carolina Hurricanes cruised to a 5-1 victory at 
Climate Pledge Arena. 
A quick pair of penalties to Seattle forward Jordan Eberle 
with 27 seconds of peace in between gave the Hurricanes a 
chance to grow their lead before Burakovsky briefly cut into 
it. 
Philipp Grubauer earned the start in goal for the Kraken (1-2-
1) and faced 11 shots in the first period. He was pressed 
against the post but left enough room for former Portland 
Winterhawks (WHL) star Seth Jarvis to find an opening and 
make it 1-0 Hurricanes. 
Grubauer shut down a Carolina short-handed two-on-one, 
the result of a blocked shot at the point. Still on the power 
play, Yanni Gourde found himself alone in front of Frederik 

Andersen at the other end but swung the puck directly into 
the Hurricanes goaltender’s pads. 
After the period break, Brandon Tanev was knocked over the 
goal line and made himself useful there, registering one 
unofficial save while Grubauer was on the other side of the 
crease. 
It was a well-executed only Kraken goal. Jared McCann 
tapped it to Eberle, who sent a pass across the ice and onto 
the waiting stick of Burakovsky, who tucked it between 
Andersen’s glove and leg pad. That gave the Kraken a man-
advantage goal in all four games of the season, and 
Burakovsky sole possession of the team scoring lead (two 
goals, three assists). 
On the next shift, the Hurricanes tapped the puck around the 
crease, making Grubauer dart from side to side until Andrei 
Svechnikov put it up and over the goalie. Svechnikov made it 
4-1 just 1:10 later. 
Jordan Martinook scored the final Hurricanes goal and the 
only one of the third period. 
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Hurricanes Stay Unbeaten with 5-1 Win Over Kraken 
By Brett Finger 
Game two of the Carolina Hurricanes’ five-game trek through 
the Pacific Division was a rousing success on Monday night 
as they handed the Seattle Kraken a 5-1 loss at Climate 
Pledge Arena. 
After the offensive struggle that their win in San Jose was, 
the Hurricanes got a much-needed early goal in game two of 
the trip. 
Brady Skjei directed a puck toward the net, Sebastian Aho 
tried to slam it in from the left post, and then Seth Jarvis 
swooped in to finally push the puck over the goal line just 
3:35 into the first period. 
Despite a Dylan Coughlan interference penalty shortly after 
the opening tally, the Hurricanes continued to smother the 
Kraken as Aho contributed to multiple scoring chances, 
including a 2-on-1 chance with Teuvo Teravainen on the 
penalty kill. 
Carolina’s momentum got briefly halted by a Martin Necas 
slashing penalty at 9:42, but another strong kill kept the 
game at 1-0. 
The Canes failed to convert on a power play of their own 
later in the period, and a couple of very close calls for Yanni 
Gourde (one on Carolina’s net and another on his own net) 
nearly changed the score, but he couldn’t cash in on either of 
his opportunities and Carolina took a 1-0 lead into the first 
intermission. 
It was a far less rambunctious start to the middle frame for 
the Hurricanes, as the Kraken started to put up a fight in the 
neutral zone and made the road team grind for their 
opportunities. 
A tremendous read and pass interception from Martin Necas 
in his own zone eight minutes into period two very nearly led 
to an Andrei Svechnikov goal, but Philipp Grubauer made a 
big save on a delayed penalty sequence. 
The Carolina power play that followed was fairly dreadful, as 
was their first chance in the first period, but they almost 
immediately got yet another chance that rendered infinitely 
better results in the form of a goal to make it 2-0. 
After finally getting set up in the offensive zone, the top 
power-play unit moved the puck with pace and confidence, 

and the final pass from Svechnikov saw Aho on the receiving 
end wire a snapshot over the shoulder of Grubauer. 
Jordan Martinook tripped Andrei Burakovsky in the shift 
following the goal, but the young Kraken forward wasn’t 
trippin’ for long. 
He tapped in a backdoor chance off of a set play to put his 
club on the board and cut the lead in half for about 18 
seconds before the Hurricanes got another power play and 
made it 3-1. 
A gorgeous goalline pass from Aho found Svechnikov in front 
for his second goal of the year. He didn’t stay at two for long, 
though, because he got to number three just over a minute 
later. 
Necas fired a shot on net from the high slot, and Svechnikov 
crept in front of the net to redirect the puck by Grubauer to 
make it 4-1. 
Then, Necas got whistled for a holding penalty, which the 
Hurricanes killed off with relative ease. Then, Justin Schultz 
tripped Svechnikov with 1:19 to go in the second period. 
At the end of all the chaos and the unending barrage of 
penalties, the horn did eventually go off to mark the end of 
period two. The middle frame had it all - penalties, goals... 
and that’s pretty much it. The two teams combined for six 
minor penalties and four goals in the period. 
The early stages of the third period were sloppy for both 
clubs as the Hurricanes searched for the dagger and the 
Kraken searched for a spark of hope, which opened up some 
space on the ice and led to back-and-forth chances that 
neither team was able to capitalize on before Carolina put 
the clamps on in the final ten minutes. 
Jordan Martinook went to the front of the net and swiped a 
loose puck into the net with 5:19 left in the game to put the 
Kraken away for good. 
With the win, the Hurricanes improved to 3-0-0 on the young 
season and a perfect two-for-two on their five-game Pacific 
Division road trip. Aho and Svechnikov led the way 
offensively, racking up three points each in front of another 
steady performance from Frederik Andersen, who stopped 
21 of the 22 shots he faced. 
The Hurricanes will continue their road trip on Thursday 
when they visit Connor McDavid’s Oilers up in Edmonton. 
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Canes cruise past Seattle with solid 5-1 victory 
By Bryan Pyrtle 
The Carolina Hurricanes took care of business on the road 
Monday, Oct. 17 with a 5-1 dismantling of the Seattle 
Kraken. 
The usual suspects led the charge for Carolina (3-0-0). 
Center Sebastian Aho and right wing Andrei Svechnikov 
each registered three points as the top two lines skated 
circles around Seattle (1-2-1). 
“You need your best players to be the best players if you 
want to have any type of success in this league,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “So far, those guys have been. 
Three games in but they certainly have done their job. So we 
need to keep that going.” 
Aho, Svech and company got the job done by making noise 
in the opposing crease for Kraken goalie Philipp Grubauer. 
Utilizing tip-ins, screens and rebounds, the Canes 
succeeded swimmingly in this regard to secure a 
stranglehold on the scoreline. 
“It was nice to get ahead of the game,” Brind’Amour said. “It 
allows you to have a couple of bad shifts here or there 
versus if you get behind one. Then you have to go back, 
suddenly that can be the game, so nice to get that goal.” 
The winning effort also featured a couple of firsts. After going 
0-for-5 in their first two games, the Hurricanes finally got their 
power play going with a pair of PPGs in the second period. 
Defenseman Brent Burns bagged his first point in a Canes 
sweater, assisting an Aho score for Carolina’s first power 
play goal of the season. 
Svechnikov notched his first goal of the evening on the 
power play to reassert the Canes’ control over of the game. 

Seattle’s Andre Burakovsky spoiled Carolina's formerly 
perfect penalty kill percentage with a PPG at the 13:06 mark, 
but Svechnikov buried his own power play goal just 18 
seconds later to give his team a 3-1 lead. Eager to join in on 
the party of firsts, right wing Stefan Noesen notched his first 
point as a Hurricane with a secondary assist on Svech’s 
goal. 
“We scored a couple, right? That’s better,” Aho said. “I think 
we moved the puck pretty well and we tried to outwork their 
PK. They were big goals in those times so we’ll try to build 
on that.” 
Svechnikov swiftly extended the lead to 4-1 by going from no 
goals to two in 1:10, becoming the ninth-fastest player to 
score back-to-back goals since the franchise’s relocation. 
Carolina took that three-goal cushion into the second 
intermission, which helped goaltender Freddie Andersen and 
the Hurricanes considerably in the third period when the 
Kraken shot more than in the first two periods combined. Left 
wing Jordan Martinook also scored his first goal of the 
season with 5:19 to go to finalize the scoreline. 
Andersen had a steady game in the crease as well. His only 
blemish on the evening was the power play goal by 
Burakovsky, but that play was more a case of great 
execution by Seattle than a misplay by Andersen. Excluding 
the seven-second span between the faceoff and Kraken 
goal, Andersen looked cool as a cucumber on his way to 22 
saves in the victory. 
The Caners will continue their West-coast excursion 
Thursday, Oct. 20, going north of the border to take on the 
Edmonton Oilers. Puck drop is set for 9 p.m. 
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Time to park concerns over tailgating and let PNC Arena upgrades 
proceed 

 

Luke DeCock 

8-10 minutes 

 

We’re not seriously going to put the brakes on a $2 billion development 
that would revolutionize the PNC Arena (and Carter-Finley Stadium) 
experience over parking spots, are we? In the year 2022? 

That’s somehow become the biggest talking and sticking point as we 
move inexorably toward the long-overdue transformation of the 80 acres 
around the arena, which for 25 years has sat plopped in the middle of 
nothing, surrounded by a scrim of pine trees and acre upon acre of 
empty asphalt. 

Everyone else, from the state to the county to the city to the arena 
authority appears to be on board, or at the least not standing in the way, 
of letting Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon (in concert, 
presumably, with a plethora of local developers) convert those parking 
lots into bars, restaurants, retail, hotels, apartments, offices, a sportsbook 
(eventually) and a live music venue – the kinds of things that downtown 
arenas have by virtue of their locations and PNC utterly lacks by virtue of 
its location. 

A consultant recently recommended that the Centennial Authority, which 
oversees the arena, move forward with Dundon, who has a right of first 
refusal to develop the land in the Hurricanes’ lease. But that’s contingent 
on N.C. State’s approval, and N.C. State chancellor Randy Woodson has 
talked about protecting “N.C. State’s ability to provide the best fan 
experience, generate revenue, and remain competitive in the ACC in 
men’s basketball and football.” 

That includes, foremost, the parking lots that get used for N.C. State 
football games six or seven days a year, and the difficult conversations 
no one wants to have with big Wolfpack Club donors who might have to 
park somewhere new — or even in a parking deck. 

Of course, that didn’t stop the university from plowing under hundreds of 
spots on its own to build an indoor practice facility, but these are 
legitimate concerns. Somehow, though, those concerns have 
metamorphosed into a public referendum on tailgating. 

It’s all a false choice anyway: This isn’t a decision for or against 
tailgating. There will always be tailgating. That culture isn’t being 
threatened. 

Nothing’s going to happen to the 4,000 parking spots south of the arena 
around Carter-Finley Stadium (unless N.C. State does something on its 
own). And even the 4,000 spots that surround PNC aren’t all going to be 
dug up and converted to deck parking overnight. It’ll happen gradually, 
over the course of a decade or so, with plenty of time to adjust and 
adapt. 

The reality is, there’s a huge tailgating culture around N.C. State football 
and basketball and Hurricanes hockey in part because there’s no other 
way to get a drink or have a meal before a football or hockey game. 

Give people the option to park in a deck and have a beer and a bite to 
eat while watching the early games on TV – in the comfort of air 
conditioning for those September noon games and heat for those 
November night games and most of hockey season – and maybe even 
placing a wager, and many would snap it up. 

Especially if there are infrastructure upgrades that make the arena and 
stadium easier to access, alleviating the traditional traffic snarls. (There 
are still people trying to get to the U2 concert.) If you can pull off Wade 
Avenue and directly into a deck, showing up four hours early for a 
football game becomes a choice, not a necessity. 

And anyone who wants to set up a tent and lay out a spread that would 
make Roman emperors blush, they’ll still be able to enjoy that at their 
leisure. Maybe not in the same place they have been for the past 20 
years, maybe on the roof of a deck lined with extra-large spots for that 
purpose, but still within howling distance of their seats. Some may prefer 
a communal tailgating area already set up with bespoke tents and power 
and ice, as many other schools do nowadays. There are ways to do this 
that not only protect the experience, but enhance it. 

Tailgating isn’t the issue. Parking is. But it’s far from insoluble. Woodson 
just has to cut the best deal he can for the university to let the project 
proceed, and the upside here for N.C. State is unlimited. Brand-new 
basketball practice facility next to the arena? High-rise residences for 
football and basketball players overlooking the stadium? Wolfpack retail 
megastore to rival the Adidas flagship in Times Square? Tesla hyperloop 
to deliver well-heeled boosters to a secret elevator under their suites? 

With the leverage Woodson has, he can get anything he bloody well 
wants. Imagine taking recruits to see all of that instead of parking lots. 
With a little imagination, the potential for revenue generation, combined 
with the reduced supply of and increased demand for surface parking, 
means N.C. State can make more money than it does now. 

Either way, this has to happen. The arena has sat there for too long, 
lonely and unloved, in one of the last great undeveloped parcels in Wake 
County. Along with Bandwidth and the state Department of Health and 
Human Services across Wade, there’s a chance to create a new urban 
center just outside the Beltline, a brisk walk or short shuttle bus ride from 
a potential future commuter rail station, a focus of commercial activity 
whether there’s a game that day or night or not. 

This all goes together with the proposed renovations to PNC itself: 
Dundon gets the green light to develop the land, the Hurricanes sign a 
new 20-plus-year lease, the city and county turn over the money to 
upgrade the arena. Block the development, and the aging arena won’t 
get the new amenities it so desperately needs. 

Inside and outside, this is the long-awaited opportunity to propel the fan 
experience at PNC – and Carter-Finley – into the 21st Century. 
Everybody wins. 

There will still always be tailgating. This isn’t about tailgating. It’s about 
using some — not all — of those parking spots to bring something other 
than tailgating to the party. 
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How NC State and Hurricanes came to agree on one big thing: an 
outdoor hockey game 

 

Chip Alexander 

8-10 minutes 

 

Orange traffic cones were first spotted dotting the turf at N.C. State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium in February 2019, the outline roughly that of a 
hockey rink. 

It also happened that NHL commissioner Gary Bettman was in Raleigh to 
attend a Carolina Hurricanes game at PNC Arena. Social media was all 
atwitter. 

Four years later, those cones will be replaced by a rink for the 
Hurricanes’ first outdoor hockey game – twice delayed during the 
coronavirus pandemic but finally to be played Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 
against the Washington Capitals at Carter-Finley. 

More than 55,000 fans should pack the Wolfpack’s stadium for the 2023 
NHL Stadium Series game to be shown in prime time by ESPN that will 
give the Hurricanes, N.C. State, the City of Raleigh, Wake County and 
the Triangle a showcase and some seemingly priceless exposure. 

It underscores a degree of cooperation between the Hurricanes and 
NCSU that could be vital in the future plans for PNC Arena, the home for 
Canes games and Wolfpack men’s basketball. 

“This is just one regular-season game, one day, but I think it’s so different 
and so special that I’d put it at or near the top of big events in this market 
in the last 20 years,” Scott Dupree, executive director of the Greater 
Raleigh Sports Alliance, said in an interview. “I can’t remember where 
there’s been this much talk and anticipation this far out. 

“It feels different than just a big event. It feels like there’s a little extra 
‘umph’ behind it because it’s different and it’s new.” 

2023 NHL Stadium Series ticket demand 

There’s certainly been a ticket demand. Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said that the team initially received 18,650 tickets 
and sold them in three hours. Then came another 3,000 allotment -- sold. 
Then another 3,000. Sold. 

“And in time I think there will be more tickets available in this market,” 
Waddell said. 

The outdoor game is a collaboration between the Hurricanes and NCSU, 
whose relationship at times has been contentious in the past — heated 
disputes over the Wolfpack’s basketball scheduling at PNC Arena arose 
a decade ago – but much smoother in recent years. 

In this case, the Hurricanes approached N.C. State about holding the 
game at Carter-Finley, university leaders approved, contracts were 
signed and that was pretty much that. The rest is logistics. 

“Obviously it’s not happening without NC State, without their partnership 
and support and them buying into this, agreeing to do it and wanting to 
do it,” Dupree said. 

Dupree is a member of the local organizing committee for the Stadium 
Series event. Also on the committee are Mike Forman, the Hurricanes’ 
director of marketing, and Stephanie Menio, deputy athletic director at 
N.C. State. 

Forman said the NHL signed separate contracts with the Hurricanes and 
N.C. State in setting up the venue for the game. 

“With NC State it’s from the facility standpoint and a little bit with the 
operations standpoint, and with the Hurricanes in it being our game and 
our event,” Forman said in an interview. 

“Essentially what they do (in the NHL) is they come in and buy out the 
game from us. They pay State to rent out the facility and other expenses. 
They buy the game from us and that’s why it’s not included in our season 
ticket-packages and is a separate sale. It’s truly a league event.” 

A weekend for Canes, NC State, downtown Raleigh 

Nor will it be a one-day thing, Forman said. The Hurricanes are hosting 
the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena on Thursday, Feb. 16. There will 
be a FanFest celebration in downtown Raleigh on Friday, then a concert 
that night at PNC Arena. 

Saturday belongs to the NHL as attention shifts fully to Carter-Finley and 
the area surrounding the stadium. 

“The NHL takes over,” Forman said. “They’ll be on property two weeks 
prior, not only changing over Carter-Finley and getting the ice ready but 
also on property putting up signage and branding opportunities. 

“State’s been great, to make the facility available for walk-throughs and 
making sure they’re cooperating with us and the league on requests on 
operations and food and beverage to parking to security to retail – just a 
lot of different operational aspects. 

“They’ve been great to work with. They know it will be a great spotlight 
for NC State as well. To have any Saturday night broadcast on (ESPN) is 
great for our brand and their brand.” 

N.C. State will host North Carolina in a men’s basketball game on 
Sunday at PNC Arena to complete the sweep of weekend events. 

Should unfavorable weather postpone the hockey game, it could be 
played Sunday night, Forman said. 

The Hurricanes owner’s push for an outdoor game in Raleigh 

A year ago, the Stadium Series game was staged at Nissan Stadium in 
Nashville, Tennessee. The Predators lost 3-2 to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning with 68,619 in attendance at the Titans’ stadium. 

The push for an outdoor game in Raleigh came soon after Tom Dundon 
became majority owner of the Hurricanes in 2018. Dundon was relentless 
in his pursuit, Bettman has said, 

“The league didn’t laugh in our faces but they probably laughed a little 
internally in terms of there may be other markets they thought were more 
deserving,” Forman said. “Tom is a convincing individual and I think he 
actually had them on-board before our on-ice success. 

“I will say they probably were hesitant at the time. Our attendance was 
rising but nowhere close to where it is now and has been the last four 
years in terms of the rising trend and us going to the (Stanley Cup) 
playoffs.” 

The Hurricanes were selected for an outdoor game early in 2020 but the 
NHL announced in December 2020 that the Feb. 20, 2021 game was 
being postponed because of the pandemic. A proposed game in 
February 2022 then was postponed by mutual agreement between the 
team and league, Waddell said, and the 2022 game subsequently held in 
Nashville. 

Now, finally, it’s Raleigh’s turn. 

“This will have the fan fest and concert to a State basketball game to a 
celebration of food and music. It’s probably going to be more a 
celebration about this community than just a Carolina Hurricanes hockey 
game and NHL event,” Forman said. “Everything we see quantitatively 
and qualitatively show from a data perspective it will be the biggest event 
we’ve hosted from a Carolina Hurricanes standpoint. It’s going to be a 
major, major event for this area.” 

Forman added one last thought: “Just pray for good weather.” 
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As PNC Arena development plans unfold, could West Raleigh be next ‘it’ 
destination? 

 

Chip Alexander 

24-30 minutes 

 

It was during the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs and Carolina Hurricanes 
forward Andrei Svechnikov talking up the next home game at PNC Arena 
when he said, “It’s going to be exciting. Saturday night in Raleighwood 
will be buzzing.” 

The mass of tailgaters, a loud and lively band in the front plaza and the 
thrill of playoff hockey would make for such an atmosphere at the arena, 
before and during the game. It was buzzing. That Saturday night, PNC 
Arena was the place to be. 

And then the game ended and everyone went home. 

Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon wants to change that. He has another 
vision and other plans for both inside and outside PNC Arena that could 
entice fans to come early for games and stay after they’re over. Others in 
the community want to be a part of it and are excited about the 
possibilities – for the arena, for the Hurricanes and N.C. State, and more 
so for a section of Raleigh that could develop into a new city hub. 

Could “West Raleigh” become a thing, a part of the Raleigh vernacular 
like Downtown and Midtown? 

Imagine the land outside PNC Arena being transformed into a mix of 
luxury hotels and retail shops, restaurants, sports pubs and an indoor-
outdoor concert venue. One day there also could be a sportsbook at the 
arena for those inclined to lay down a few wagers, something Dundon 
and the Hurricanes are seeking as an added revenue source at a time 
when the NHL’s salary cap is rising. 

“I look at this opportunity that we have here, with this wonderful piece of 
land, and we do need to have the vision to make it magnificent,” said 
KIeran Shanahan, a local attorney, former Raleigh city council member 
and a member of the Centennial Authority that oversees the arena. “It 
can be emblematic of the area in which we live and it can become a 
destination.” 

With PNC Arena as the centerpiece. 

Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon has a vision for the area 
surrounding PNC Arena. The plans include businesses like restaurants 
and shops and would give people a reason to go to and stay in the area 
other than to watch games. Travis Long tlong@newsobserver.com 

Potential for growth around the arena 

Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin remembers working for the Greater 
Raleigh Chamber of Commerce when funding was first being sought to 
help build a new arena near N.C. State’s Carter-Finley Stadium. 

“We talked about the potential for the area and the expectation was there 
would be growth around the arena and complement it,” Baldwin said in 
an interview. “We all know that didn’t happen.” 

But Baldwin, Raleigh’s mayor since 2019, expects that to change and 
believes it will. She approves of the renewed plans to renovate PNC 
Arena and supports the idea of having an entertainment district and 
mixed-use development built around it. 

“I look at this as a tremendous opportunity to really prepare for the future 
of our city and be at that next level,” Baldwin said. “So I’m excited about it 

and think it’s really important that we explore this and that we all work 
cooperatively to make it happen.” 

Much already is happening in the area. Bandwidth, a communications 
software company, is building a new corporate headquarters on 40 acres 
off Edwards Mill Road just north of Wade Avenue. To the east, on Blue 
Ridge Road, the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services will 
relocate its headquarters. 

“There’s a lot of innovation and government work that will happen in that 
corridor,” Michael Haley, the Raleigh chamber’s senior vice president of 
economic development, said in an interview. “To me, it’s a really exciting 
part of Raleigh and will be in the next five to 10 years. To me, a key word 
is ‘vibrant.’” 

Bandwidth will employ 1,165 people and have more than $100 million in 
capital investment, according to a Wake County economic development 
report. 

The state’s DHHS will move more than 4,000 workers to its new 
headquarters in a planned 10-story, 480,000-square-foot office building. 

Commercial growth around PNC Arena 

The Blue Ridge Corridor Alliance is a non-profit created jointly by the city, 
N.C. State and property owners and businesses in the Blue Ridge Road 
area to coordinate public and private investments. According to alliance 
estimates, $2.67 billion has been invested in Blue Ridge Corridor projects 
since 2016 – the DHSS headquarters pegged at $554 million. 

“The area in southwest Raleigh anchored by such things as PNC Arena 
and the fairgrounds and Carter-Finley Stadium is currently a high 
concentration of destinations and hospitality,” alliance executive director 
Jeff Murison said in an interview. “But it has an enormous opportunity 
over the next five years as it continues to grow and evolve as a new 
urban center in Raleigh, with things such as the new DHHS campus, the 
Bandwidth campus and as the Centennial Authority completes its 
visioning process for the future of their property. 

“The Centennial Authority property and PNC Arena is basically, 
physically the heart of the community, and one of our biggest partners 
and stakeholders. We’re very excited about the concepts they’re 
considering and their vision of the future. The kind of things they’re 
contemplating have a very real prospect of transforming the community 
and positioning it to be extremely successful for the next 30 years.” 

Since the arena opened in October 1999, commercial growth has been 
slow around it. The biggest development has been Wade Park with its 
mix of office buildings, housing and a few eateries. 

The only restaurants within walking distance from PNC Arena are the 
Backyard Bistro, a Wendy’s and a Bojangles on Trinity Road. 

“What was envisioned when the (arena) site was selected and when this 
was all approved is that the area would naturally develop and support the 
arena and support future growth,” Baldwin said. “That it has not 
happened I think a lot has to do with most of the land being owned by the 
state.” 

But if growth has been stagnant in the vicinity close to the arena, 
developing the property adjacent to the arena could change that. It could 
bring billions of dollars of private-sector investment. It could transform it 
into an area offering hotels, restaurants, housing, office space, a concert 
venue in a joint venture with Live Nation, the country’s dominant music 
promoter, a sportsbook in partnership with one of the major gambling 
companies, like MGM or FanDuel. 

“This could be a game-changer,” Baldwin said. 

How NC State, Hurricanes came to share the arena 

The original vision for the arena was to be the Wolfpack’s basketball 
place next to NCSU’s Carter-Finley Stadium. There was talk of it having 
23,000 seats – more than UNC’s Smith Center in Chapel Hill – in a 
college arena that had an NBA feel to it. 
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That morphed into plans for a smaller multi-purpose arena, one that 
would host N.C. State basketball and professional hockey. The City of 
Raleigh and Wake County agreed to share the cost of building it with 
NCSU and the state, and the Hurricanes spent millions more after the 
franchise moved from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1997. 

The arena, with an estimated cost of $158 million, opened in October 
1999 and was then called the Raleigh Entertainment and Sports Arena. 
The Hurricanes, after two years of “home” games in Greensboro, began 
play at the ESA and N.C. State’s men’s basketball team had a new home 
after 50 years in Reynolds Coliseum on the NCSU campus. 

The arena has hosted Stanley Cup finals in 2002 and 2006, the 2011 
NHL All-Star Game and the 2004 NHL Draft. There have been NCAA 
tournament regional games and the CIAA once held its conference 
tournament there.. 

There have been concerts and monster trucks, rodeos and pro wrestling 
at the arena. The Apex Legends Global Series, bringing a major esports 
event to Raleigh, was held at PNC Arena this year and was deemed a 
major success for the arena and economically for the community with so 
many out-of-town visitors. 

A study commissioned for the authority in 2018 estimated the arena 
would have an economic impact of $4 billion in its first 20 years. 

PNC Arena due for renovations 

PNC Arena now is due for a major facelift and renovation, an 
enhancement that the authority has been exploringsince 2014 and is 
overdue. The pandemic put everything on hold for almost two years, but 
the Centennial Authority has secured a chunk of the funding in local 
tourism tax money needed to jump-start the renovation process again. 

The funds, from Wake County and the City of Raleigh, are provided 
through the city and county Interlocal Agreement, which is funded by the 
hospitality industry’s hotel/motel and prepared-food tax. They helped 
finance both the construction of PNC Arena and the Raleigh Convention 
Center, among other projects. 

“Our planning partners, the City of Raleigh and Wake County, have very 
distinctly told us they want us to get started,” authority chairman Philip 
Isley said. “They have appropriated money to us and they want to get 
going. 

“I know it seems we are doing things fast. We are. This is the arena for 
our state, for our city, for our county, and we have a lot of expectations to 
enhance this arena and make this very much a 21st Century arena.” 

A developing trend with 21st Century arenas has been more about 
developing space outside the walls of the arenas. 

“Teams have recognized when you have people come to events, figuring 
out ways to keep them there longer, have them come earlier and stay 
later and spend more money and generate more taxes makes a lot of 
sense,” said Dan Barrett, the CAA ICON consultant who prepared a 
report on PNC renovation and ancillary development as well as serving 
as the authority’s representative in lease negotiations with the 
Hurricanes. “It’s about how you utilize your property to its best use. 
Teams across the U.S., Canada and even Europe are looking at their 
sites and trying to figure out how to capitalize on that opportunity. And it 
is a significant opportunity.” 

While providing more amenities for the fans at the games – refurbished 
State Farm Arena in Atlanta even has a Killer Mike barber shop – there 
has been an increasing demand to provide more entertainment options 
before and after the games, and just a short walk away. 

“That is the national trend,” Baldwin said. “I think what’s happening is 
people are looking for a different experience. I think a lot of people want 
to see that experience expanded.” 

Plans for the development of the area surrounding PNC Arena include 
renovations to the arena itself. Travis Long tlong@newsobserver.com 

The Hurricanes want that at PNC Arena – the Hurricanes’ lease gives 
Dundon right of first refusal for developing the 80 acres of property at the 
arena and north of Carter-Finley Stadium, an area that’s currently parking 
lots and undeveloped land along the perimeter. NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman wants it, making it known during a visit to Raleigh during the 
2022 playoffs. 

“I think there’s a great vision for not just the arena or the team but for the 
entire area,” Bettman said during the visit. “I think that vision is exciting 
and it’s a win-win for everybody.” 

Isley called Bettman a “great asset” in the push for improvements. 

“He’s the guy,” Isley said. “He understands and appreciates that we’re a 
unique arena because we’re not downtown. He also recognizes the 
benefits with respect to our location, our ease of access.” 

The possibilities for private-sector investment in a commercial and 
entertainment district could be many. 

“I think the opportunity is unlimited there,” Raleigh developer Jeff 
Ammons said. “The access to highways, the access to schools … it 
seems to me that all the hard stuff is done. The easy stuff is coming in 
and building. 

“It’s an excellent opportunity and so many things are in place there that if 
you were going to start from scratch it would be such an expense. How 
would you ever pull that off downtown? They’re really set up to build with 
what they have right there. 

“That area just seems really ripe for growing.” 

Plans for arena development in places like Atlanta, Anaheim 

Plans for the Honda Center in Anaheim, California, where the NHL’s 
Ducks play, include the addition of OC Vibe, a $3 billion mixed-use 
entertainment development on 95 acres. It will have two hotels, housing, 
office buildings, more than 30 eateries and a concert venue, the Orange 
County Register reported. 

Another prototype development is The Battery Atlanta. The Braves 
played in downtown stadiums for more than 50 years until the decision to 
build a new major-league park in Cobb County, more than 10 miles 
northwest of the city center – Truist Park, which was called SunTrust 
Park when it opened in 2017. 

But there’s more than just a baseball stadium stuck in the suburbs. The 
Braves contributed to the building of The Battery Atlanta, an 
entertainment district adjacent to the park that bills itself as a “360-
degree experience where you can have fun within steps of the field.” 

There’s an Omni Hotel that overlooks the ballpark and an Aloft Hotel. 
There’s a street packed with shops and restaurants that include a wine 
bar and taproom. There are apartments and office buildings. There’s also 
a 4,000-seat concert venue, the Coca-Cola Roxy, a Live Nation venue. 

It’s not just a game-day destination. It’s an everyday destination. 

“The Battery seems to be the model right now,” Scott Dupree, executive 
director of the Greater Raleigh Sports Alliance, said in an interview. “If 
they could pull off that kind of thing around PNC Arena it would be 
amazing. That could be a real difference maker and it could take the 
building, I believe, to another level. It’s already successful but there’s 
certainly potential for more.” 

Added Isley: “That’s a really cool project. I’m told when it’s game day 
you’ve got to see it. When it’s not game day you’ve got to see it.” 

‘An NC State decision’ 

It will take cooperation with N.C. State to make it happen. It will take 
continued support from chancellor Randy Woodson, who serves on the 
authority. 
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NCSU officials have been reluctant to discuss the project publicly, with 
Woodson releasing a statement noting he wanted to “ensure short and 
long-term impacts to NC State are considered in any decisions.” 

“Whatever we do is going to be an N.C. State decision,” N.C. State 
athletic director Boo Corrigan said on the ACC Now podcast. “It’s not 
going to be a Boo Corrigan decision, it’s not going to be an athletic 
decision alone. It’s going to involve the university and Chancellor 
Woodson, whatever direction he wants to go with the Centennial 
Authority, with Gale Force, with everyone else involved in what it is. I 
think that’s the most important thing from our standpoint, is that we’re 
aligned properly with the university and those decisions will be coming 
down the road.” 

The Wolfpack uses the parking lots surrounding the arena for basketball 
and football games. The parking spots are assigned and parking passes 
are paid for by members of the NCSU Wolfpack Club. While the lots 
surrounding Carter-Finley Stadium would not be affected, the lots north 
of the stadium could eventually be absorbed by development, the 
capacity replaced by parking decks, some of which could be configured 
with wider spaces for tailgating. 

Many Hurricanes fans tailgate before games, a part of the hockey 
season’s playoff tradition. It will be a change for many, not just Wolfpack 
fans., as parking decks replace surface parking in some areas. 

Isley believes any differences can be alleviated and problems resolved. 

“This is a long-term project and I really believe we’re lucky because we 
have NC State and the Hurricanes,” Isley said. “They’re two really good 
tenants and they’re communicating with each other. And that’s helpful to 
me. The athletic director (Boo Corrigan) and chancellor have been great 
to work with. They certainly have been receptive to ideas as we talk 
through this.” 

Don Waddell, the Hurricanes’ president and general manager, said there 
are roughly 4,000 parking spots around the arena, which could be 
increased to 8,000 to 10,000 spots. 

The Hurricanes’ lease agreement 

The authority has been working with CAA ICON, a sports venue 
consulting firm that was used to finalize a five-year arena lease extension 
between the authority and the Hurricanes through 2029. Among the 
clients and projects handled by CAA ICON are the NHL’s Seattle Kraken 
and Climate Pledge Arena, and the NFL’s Las Vegas Raiders and 
Allegiant Stadium in Las Vegas. 

Ratio and HOK, the design firms hired by the Centennial Authority to 
handle the initial arena enhancement and renovation, have been further 
commissioned and charged with updating those plans for the authority. 

Meetings have been with the major stakeholders on the revised 
renovations in the past few months. The CAA ICON report to the 
authority noted the firm recently met with representatives with officials 
from the City of Raleigh, Wake County, Gale Force, NCSU, the state 
departments of Administration, Agriculture and Commerce, the General 
Assembly and development firms Kane Realty of Raleigh and Dallas-
based Woods Capital, whose owner has partnered with Dundon on 
projects there. 

Proposed plans for the renovation include expansion of an 
indoor/outdoor plaza area on the south end of the arena, expansion of 
the Hurricanes team store and improvement to concourse areas 
including the addition of “view terraces” on the upper concourse. 

Isley and the authority want the arena renovation on a fast track, with the 
first work beginning in 2024. Giving the arena a more modern feel, then 
the plans for commercial development should make PNC Arena more 
attractive for future events. 

One example: bids have been made to host NCAA regionals at PNC 
Arena – the final two rounds, not the opening rounds – but have not been 
successful, Dupree said. 

“We also looked at the (NCAA) Women’s Final Four but it was clear they 
were looking for hotels and entertainment around the building, so I felt we 
were not able to submit a competitive bid,” Dupree said. 

Should HOK and Ratio work in conjunction with CAA ICON it would be 
an indoor/outdoor consortium of sorts at PNC Arena. They will have to 
work around the arena schedules, causing the authority’s Shanahan to 
liken it to “refitting an airplane while it’s flying.” 

“If you were to develop, say, a mixed-used development and create a 
place and destination beyond the arena we would be willing to 
understand what kind of amenities we don’t need to duplicate within the 
arena,” Bill Browne, Principal and CEO of Ratio, said to authority 
members during a late-June presentation at PNC Arena. “We want to 
have a cooperative arrangement. 

“Branding is really a big part of the arena world today and how are we 
going to change the branding from where you are now to a more 
contemporary, more up-to-date kind of approach? How are we going to 
reposition the arena so that it’s really taking advantage of the real estate 
as well as bringing it up to date?” 

The projected cost is anyone’s guess. An initial estimate for the arena 
renovation was $225 million, Isley said. That was pre-pandemic, a couple 
of years ago. 

“It’s going to be a big number,” Isley said. “If we’re mindful of what we’re 
doing, mindful of our goals and mindful of what our budget is, we can 
figure this thing out. I’m bullish.” 
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Odds are favourable for Oilers to concede opening goal against Sabres 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

The Edmonton Oilers have spotted three-goal leads to their first two 
opponents of the season. 

The Oilers managed to come back and defeat the Vancouver Canucks 5-
3 after falling behind 3-0 in the season opener, then lost 4-3 to the 
Calgary Flames on Saturday after falling behind 4-1. 

The odds of The Oilers giving up the first goal to the Buffalo Sabres on 
Tuesday are +140, while the race to three goals has Buffalo at +250 and 
Edmonton at -180. The Oilers are -170 to score the first goal. 
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OILERS NOTES: Better starts begin at practice according to McDavid 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

OILERS NOTES: Better starts begin at practice according to McDavid 

Following an off-day Sunday, the Oilers reconvened Monday for practice 
to prepare for a busy week 

The Edmonton Oilers hope a spirited practice leads to a better start 
Tuesday, when they host the Buffalo Sabres at Rogers Place. 

Following an off-day Sunday, the Oilers reconvened Monday for practice 
to prepare for a busy week. Along with the Sabres, the Oilers will host the 
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Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday and St. Louis Blues on Saturday 
afternoon. 

“I think we can practise better,” said Oilers captain Connor McDavid. 
“Game habits start in practice and I didn’t think our practices have been 
very good, so today was a step in the right direction in terms of that.” 

The Oilers head into the game against Buffalo with a 1-1-0 record after 
losing 4-3 to the Calgary Flames on Saturday. The Oilers started the 
season with a 5-3 win against the Vancouver Canucks this past 
Wednesday, but at issue is spotting both teams three-goal leads. 

“It doesn’t take much of an expert to realize we have to be better in the 
first five, 10, 20 minutes of games,” McDavid said. “You can’t be spotting 
teams three-goal leads. We have to find ways to get off to better starts 
and it starts individually and expands out to the whole group.” 

The inability to start on time is not new to the Oilers, but they are keen on 
rectifying the problem immediately into the new NHL season. The Oilers 
are expected to be Stanley Cup contenders this season, but don’t want to 
be chasing games due to slow starts. 

“I think we have to put a lot of emphasis on it,” McDavid said. “We’re 
going to put a lot of focus on that; we’re expecting a good start tomorrow. 
Everybody has to do something to just get themselves in the game. 

“You can’t sleepwalk through the first couple of minutes of the game, 
because you’ll find yourself down early that way. I think it’s important 
everybody gets themselves into the game right away.” 

While the Oilers do have the ability to come back in games regardless of 
the deficit, they would prefer to play with the lead against the Sabres, 
who are also 1-1-0 this season. 

“Being down affects everything,” McDavid said. “It affects how the game 
is played, how much guys play, how little guys play; it affects the whole 
thing. Obviously, we’d love to play with the lead, and I think a good start 
is the key to all that.” 

RARE SABRES SIGHTING 

The Sabres do not venture to these parts often, only making the trip to 
Edmonton once a year in a normal season. 

The Sabres are in perpetual rebuilding mode, having missed the NHL 
playoffs for the past 11 seasons, and could be hard-pressed to qualify 
this year, despite some young and talented players on their roster. 

Buffalo has moved on from forward Jack Eichel, who was selected No. 2 
behind McDavid in the 2015 NHL Draft, and now features defenceman 
Rasmus Dahlin, selected No. 1 in 2018, Owen Power, selected No. 1 in 
2021, and Dylan Cozens, selected seventh overall in 2019. 

“We don’t see them a whole lot, but we know they’re a young, fast 
group,” said Oilers centre Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “They have some good 
players over there and I’m sure coming to play us on the road, they’re 
going to want to get off to a good start. 

“They’ve probably seen what’s happened in our last couple of games, so 
we’re going to have to be focused on it and make sure we’re ready to go 
right from the get-go.” 

SKINNER TO GET THE CALL 

Oilers goaltender Stuart Skinner will make his first start of the season 
Tuesday. 

Skinner entered the game Saturday in relief after Jack Campbell gave up 
four goals on 11 shots, and stopped the bleeding, allowing the Oilers to 
mount a comeback. 

Skinner made 31 saves in the contest and was named the game’s first 
star. 

Heading into the season, Oilers general manager Ken Holland said he 
would like to see Skinner get upwards of 30 games in his backup role to 
Campbell. 

Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft said Tuesday, he does not have a set 
formula for when Skinner would get the call ahead of Campbell. 

“I think as with most things with our lineup, we want to remain flexible, so 
I wouldn’t want to put a limit or get stuck in an ideology,” Woodcroft said. 
“I just want to make sure we’re making good decisions when it comes to 
our lineup. 

“Do I have a hard-and-fast number of games that I want him to play per 
week? No. I think there’s maybe a longer-term view of how we want the 
games to be split, but like everything else, we say we’re light on our feet, 
we’re going to use our eyes and we’re not going to get stuck on 
something that was decided in the summer time.” 

Notes: The Oilers are still two players short on their roster due to salary 
cap constraints. They did not make a roster move Monday, but are 
expected to call up defenceman Markus Niemelainen at some point. The 
Oilers currently have 13 forwards, six defencemen and two goaltenders 
on the roster. 
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Nugent-Hopkins' reliability not taken for granted by Edmonton Oilers 
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Nugent-Hopkins' reliability not taken for granted by Edmonton Oilers 

The longest-serving member of the Oilers has yet to get on the 
scoresheet two games into the season, but provides so much for the 
team on both sides of the puck 

Edmonton Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft knows what he has in 
forward Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and has never taken him for granted, even 
if others sometimes might. 

The longest-serving member of the Oilers has yet to get on the 
scoresheet two games into the season, but provides so much more for 
the team on both sides of the puck. 

Nugent-Hopkins, 29, will be centring the third line between rookie Dylan 
Holloway and Warren Foegele when the Oilers host the Buffalo Sabres 
on Tuesday (7 p.m.) at Rogers Place. 

“You might take him for granted, I certainly don’t and neither do his 
teammates, or the rest of his coaching staff,” Woodcroft said Monday. 
“He does a lot of things correctly. What I think about Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, is that whoever he plays with, he makes them better. I think 
that’s a sign of a really good teammate and a really good hockey player, 
when you can make other people around you better. 

“It doesn’t matter who it is, they just seem to have good games when 
they’re alongside Ryan Nugent-Hopkins.” 

Drafted first overall in 2011 and a cornerstone of a previous Oilers rebuild 
prior to Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, Nugent-Hopkins has 
evolved his game. He broke into the league as a No. 1 centre, and had 
52 points (18 goals, 34 assists) in 62 games as an 18-year-old rookie. 

Andrew Mangiapane, right, of the Calgary Flames celebrates a goal 
against the Edmonton Oilers during the first period at Rogers Place on 
Saturday, Oct. 15, 2022. 

Slow starts afflicting Edmonton Oilers early into NHL season 

Trevor Lewis #22 of the Calgary Flames skates against Ryan Murray #28 
of the Edmonton Oilers during the first period at Rogers Place on 
October 15, 2022 in Edmonton, Canada. 
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Oilers cannot complete comeback against Flames in only meeting at 
Rogers Place this season 

Over a decade later, Nugent-Hopkins is one of the most reliable two-way 
forwards in the league, who plays both on the power play and penalty kill. 
It is the reason the Oilers felt it was important to sign the Burnaby, B.C., 
product to an eight-year contract extension prior to last season. 

“He’s obviously a really skilled guy, who plays a really good 200-foot 
game,” said Oilers forward Evander Kane. “He’s reliable. His play-making 
is obviously top-notch and he’s a guy that does a lot of good things for 
our group.” 

With players like McDavid, Draisaitl, Kane, and Zach Hyman in the 
lineup, the onus on Nugent-Hopkins to score is not as great as it was 
when he first broke into the league. There were times in his first two 
seasons with the Oilers, Nugent-Hopkins would play all two minutes of a 
power play because the team was so desperate for offence. 

Now with two 100-point players on the roster, Nugent-Hopkins is relied 
on to do the other things teams need to be successful, while still 
contributing offensively in a bottom-six role. 

“It’s key; if you want to have a successful team and a balanced team, 
you’re going to need guys like that,” Kane said. “For him to be able to 
carry as much offence as he does, playing on the defensive side, is a big 
attribute for our team.” 

Nugent-Hopkins’ most productive season offensively came in 2018-19 
when he scored 28 goals and had 69 points. His goal totals have been 
down the past two seasons, but he worked on his shot this past 
offseason to get them back up. 

“I feel good, there were a couple of chances I’d like to have back in the 
last game,” Nugent-Hopkins said. “But I just have to stay confident and 
keep feeling good, keep getting those chances and bear down when I 
can.” 

The key for Nugent-Hopkins, is to increase is offensive production 
without taking away from his defensive responsibilities as the Oilers top-
checking centre. 

“I see someone who wants to have a positive impact on the offensive 
side of things, but he doesn’t do it in a way that is high-risk, where he’s 
willing to trade chance-for-chance,” Woodcroft said. “I think he gets his 
chances from playing the game the right way and he plays the full 200-
feet of the rink.” 

The Oilers spotted both the Vancouver Canucks and Calgary Flames 
three-goal leads before mounting comebacks. They were able to 
overcome the deficit to defeat the Canucks 5-3 in the season opener, but 
fell short in a 4-3 loss to the Flames on Saturday. 

“That’s something that we need to fix right away,” Nugent-Hopkins said. 
“We can’t be spotting teams two or three goals, even a goal early can 
take the wind out of your sails. We’re a pretty resilient team, so we’ve 
been able to fight back in games, but it’s something that we can’t do in 
every game for sure. 

“We know that, we’re going to address it in here. It’s definitely an 
individual thing, we’re going work harder to be ready. Nobody feels like 
they are easing into games, but there is another level to get to at the 
start.” 

The Oilers have the firepower to come back in games regardless of the 
deficit, a luxury they did not always have when Nugent-Hopkins first 
joined the team. They can’t, however, keep counting on that firepower to 
climb out of holes. 

“I think we’re confident in our ability to come back in games and be able 
to put two or three in, in a matter of 40 minutes,” Nugent-Hopkins. “But 
against good teams, it’s not always going to work, and sometimes you’re 
relying on a bounce here or there, too. 

“It’s something, for us to take that next step and get to that next level, we 
have to fix.” 
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Lowetide: 6 Edmonton Oilers positives from an uneven start 

 

Allan Mitchell 

 

In observing Oilers fans’ mood swings over several decades, there is 
nothing in the world that burns as much as a loss to the Calgary Flames 
in a “Hockey Night in Canada” game. 

Losing to the Flames, certainly these Flames, should be an allowable 
outcome. They’re good, very good. Most believe the two Alberta teams 
have a chance to finish in the top two spots in the Pacific Division in 
2022-23. 

Sunday morning dawned and social media showed the carnage from 
Saturday night: All caps tweets calling for trades, demotions and at least 
one fan (seriously) suggested a coaching change. 

For Edmonton fans, losing to the Flames on a Saturday night is pain. 

It might have been the team’s first loss at the Corral, featuring over 200 
minutes in penalties, or Laurent Brossoit’s wayward night at the 
Saddledome in December 2017. Perhaps it was something in between, 
like the 1986 series loss. 

No matter. Oilers fans are not happy when the Flames win against 
Edmonton and there’s zero tolerance. 

In the hours that have passed since the loss Saturday the pain remains. 
It might be time to look at the positives that can be taken from the two 
games that kicked off the 2022-23 season. 

McDavid has four goals 

He also has five points in the first two games, but Connor McDavid’s goal 
total stands out. He scored three goals in the first two 2016-17 games 
(both against Calgary and both wins), and had a hat trick against the 
Flames to open the 2017-18 campaign. He posted a hat trick in Game 2 
of the 2021-22 season against the Flames, but was scoreless in the first 
game last season. 

Could McDavid score 50 goals this season? That would appear to be a 
stretch, his career high is 44 one year ago. He’s also almost twice as 
likely to pick up an assist (459 assists to 243 goals) in his career on a 
scoring play. 

However, Daniel Nugent-Bowman suggested this could be the year in a 
recent article for The Athletic, and gave some compelling reasons. 

Betting against Edmonton’s captain is never a good idea, and the quick 
start makes the idea of 50 goals more plausible. 

The power play 

In the first two games, the team enjoyed power-play opportunities for a 
total of eight minutes and five seconds. In that time, the Oilers scored 
four goals. That’s a 29.69 goals per 60 total with the man advantage. 

Sustainable? No. 

However, at a time when the team is struggling at even strength (3-5 
goals) and has given up some goals on the penalty kill (1-2 goals), the 
power play has Edmonton with a 53.3 percent goal share over the two 
games. 

Skinner 
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Going back to last season, Stuart Skinner hasn’t given up a goal in his 
last 51 shots faced over two games. That’s just part of the story, as 15 of 
those 51 shots were rated as high danger by Natural Stat Trick. 

Skinner looks calm and collected in the net, moves well and has a good 
glove. Oilers fans, who saw high risk (and at times brilliant) goaltending 
in recent years are finding the workmanlike Skinner to be a welcome 
respite from the jittery past. 

If the young goaltender continues to play well, he will see the net more 
often. No goaltending controversy in Edmonton’s future, but two strong 
options in net is ideal. 

Three effective lines? 

No one can argue the coaching staff is there yet, but there are signs that 
chemistry is happening for several combinations. There are signs of life 
for a third line that could work, and doesn’t require an impact offensive 
player on the trio. 

It’s just 10 minutes and the staff needs to find a working solution for the 
top two lines, but if Edmonton could run Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, Zach 
Hyman and Jesse Puljujarvi as a third line it would bode well for the team 
as the playoffs come into view. 

Draisaitl’s four assists 

Leon Draisaitl and McDavid are tied for third in points across the NHL, 
with 29 delivering four assists in the first two games. 

His passing ability is either the best in the league or close, but for much 
of the last four seasons, Draisaitl’s goal scoring has been his main calling 
card. 

Between the start of the 2018-19 season and the end of the regular 
season in 2021-22, the big man scored 179 goals, an average of 45 per 
season. Since there were games that weren’t played during those 
seasons, it’s worth noting that per 82 games in that run Draisaitl 
averaged 50.9 goals. 

The goal scoring Draisaitl is soon to return, but the master of the 
gorgeous pass is off to a fantastic start as a playmaker. 

Nurse, high event 

There are some amazing downbeat statistics on the Oilers’ blue line 
through two games, but there are also some positives from the six most 
maligned men in Edmonton. 

Darnell Nurse is tied for No. 12 in scoring by NHL defencemen (1-1-2) 
this season, and his overall goal share (3-1, 75 percent) looks borderline 
impossible based on the shot share and possession numbers. 

Nurse scored short-handed, and has not been scored on when penalty 
killing, so is 1-0 in the discipline. He is one of three NHL defencemen 
(Jacob Trouba of the New York Rangers and Seth Jones of the Chicago 
Blackhawks) to be on the ice for 10-plus minutes on the penalty kill, and 
to be 1-0 on the PK this year. 

He is 1-0 in on-ice goals during power plays this season and 1-1 goals at 
even strength. 

Nurse’s two games this season show the random nature of hockey. In 
the first game of the year against Vancouver, he was on the ice for an 
even-strength goal either way, but owned a 56 percent shot share and 53 
percent expected goals percentage in the game. 

In the game Saturday, his shot share and goal share (both 28 percent) 
suggested a night of fishing the puck out of the net. In fact, Nurse was 0-
0 in goals for and against. They should call the game “goalie” to be 
accurate. 

Despite some difficult minutes, Edmonton’s top pairing (Nurse with Cody 
Ceci) has a 1-1 goal share, 49 percent expected goals and 3-3 high-
danger scoring chances at even strength. 

Through two games 

There are positives on this team, but the negatives are the talk of the 
town. 

Edmonton’s defensive issues were anticipated and there have already 
been casualties (Philip Broberg was ticketed for the starting six when 
training camp began). 

The defencemen are under the microscope today because loose pucks 
are usually 50-50 scenarios and Edmonton isn’t winning any of those 
battles. 

The secondary scoring (one) is Ryan McLeod, the new starting goalie 
Jack Campbell is having a tough time in first periods and the five-on-five 
scoring has been slow to arrive. 

The pressure is on the coaching staff and the players to keep the team in 
the game until the offence can build a lead. 

All true. 

Also true: Based on the talent on this roster, expect success in these 
areas soon. 
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Flames fire into eight-game home-stand with perfect start in hand 

 

Todd Saelhof9-11 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

'We want to be a hard team to play against here. Hopefully, we can put 
up some good games and put ourselves in a good spot' 

The numbers have added up perfectly for the Calgary Flames. 

Two games … 

Two wins. 

And the four points to start the NHL regular season? That’s three points 
better than last year and the most they’ve counted through two opening 
tilts since the 2009 campaign. 

So what comes next? 

Eight-straight home games for a club that’s hoping for a fast start to the 
fall. 

Wow. 

“That’s the opposite from last year,” said Flames veteran Elias Lindholm 
of pretty much all those figures, adding to it the Celsius numbers for good 
measure. “It’s good to be home. The weather’s been nice, and it’s always 
nice to play in front of the home fans. Last year, we had a good home 
record, so we want to be playing the same way here this year again and 
get some energy from the fans. 

“We want to be a hard team to play against here. Hopefully, we can put 
up some good games and put ourselves in a good spot.” 

That lengthy home-stand begins Tuesday night, when the Vegas Golden 
Knights — also perfect so far but one up on the 2-0 Flames with three 
victories out of the gate — visit the Scotiabank Saddledome (7 p.m., 
Sportsnet West, Sportsnet 960 The Fan). 

“A good test for us again,” said Lindholm of playing the Knights after wins 
came over the defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche 
and the arch-rival Edmonton Oilers. “Playing a division game. It’s going 
to be tight.” 

And there’s going to pressure, isn’t there? Or, better yet, opportunity? 
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Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter during NHL hockey training 
camp in Calgary on Friday, September 23, 2022. 

‘He’s not a pretender’: Sutter’s assistants dish on his keys to coaching 
success 

Oct 15, 2022; Edmonton, Alberta, CAN; The Calgary Flames celebrate a 
goal scored by forward Name Kadri (91) during the first period against 
the Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Place.  

SNAPSHOTS: Kadri nets goal, assist to lead Flames to victory over arch-
rival Oilers 

Calgary Flames forward Tyler Toffoli (73) scores on Colorado Avalanche 
goaltender Pavel Francouz at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary on 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2022. 

SNAPSHOTS: Flames impressive in opening-night win over Avalanche 

With such a home-heavy calendar ahead, now’s the time to step up and 
make hay and really put together a strong opening stretch to the season. 
If it goes badly, then there are fewer home dates in the future to make up 
for it, because you never know how it’s going to go on the road, where 
it’s mostly more difficult to string together triumphs. 

“You’ve gotta go back to the cliché of just taking it one game at a time,” 
said Flames veteran Milan Lucic. “Because if you look at this home-stand 
as eight games and you have to win all eight games, then you’re thinking 
too much. You’re overthinking about everything and all that type of stuff. 
And then, that’s when lows get too low and highs get too high and you 
lose track of what you’re trying to accomplish on a game-to-game basis.” 

Lindholm agreed. 

“I would be more worried if we were 0-2 right now,” said the alternate 
captain. “Obviously, we’ve got to keep building and there’s always stuff 
we can work on. Our first periods have been good, our second period 
(against the Oilers), we were sitting back a little bit too much. We have to 
keep playing and keep pushing. But four points in two games is pretty 
good.” 

Can’t get any better. 

And that’s a bit of a surprise given the Flames came into the season 
revamped after the blockbuster happenings of the summer.  

What amounted essentially to a swap of free-agents — Johnny 
Gaudreau for Nazem Kadri — and the ship-out of Matthew Tkachuk to 
the Florida Panthers to bring in Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar brought fresh faces into the fold, and it was thought it might take 
a while for the new-look Flames to come together. 

Not so — at least not at this point. 

“Bringing in those guys, it’s all good people and really good players, and 
good players are usually pretty easy to fit in,” Lindholm said. “They’re 
good players and will help our team to be better. It’s been good so far. 
Everybody has fit in well and adjusted well.” 

Now, if they can adjust to life at home for a few weeks, it could set them 
up quite nicely for the rest of the season. 

It is, indeed, a pivotal part of the schedule. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever seen this before, where nine of your first 10 games 
at home,” added Lucic. “But when we came back from COVID last year, 
there was a seven-game home-stand and those were all our makeup 
games. And we were kind of teetering in those wildcard spots because 
we had fallen behind, and we did the job. We just didn’t win one of them, 
but we won all of them and propelled ourselves to first place and then 
eventually to winning the division. 

“I guess you can bring past experiences like that and bring them into 
what we need to do in this case. Back then, we looked at it one game at 
a time.” 

LOOSE PUCKS 

D Noah Hanifin was missing from Monday’s practice, presumably on a 
maintenance day … The rest of the home-stand for the Flames sees the 
Buffalo Sabres in town Thursday, followed by visits from the Carolina 
Hurricanes, the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Edmonton Oilers, the Seattle 
Kraken, the Nashville Predators and the New Jersey Devils … The 
Flames’ AHL affiliate, the Calgary Wranglers, played the Coachella 
Valley Firebirds on Monday night at the Dome, looking to avenge Sunday 
afternoon’s 6-5 club-opening loss to the same Firebirds, the Kraken’s 
farm club.  
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Canucks Q&A: Marc Crawford crows about passion, pursuing coaching 
job in Europe 

 

Ben Kuzma11-14 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

"The practical side of coaching is that it’s physically demanding. You 
have to have the juice to be able to do that and I still have lots of juice. 
I’m very confident." — former Canucks coach Marc Crawford. 

We start our weekly Q&A feature with Vancouver Canucks reporter Ben 
Kuzma catching up with former coach Marc Crawford. 

Following a playing career that saw him spend parts of six season with 
the Canucks, Crawford moved behind the bench. He’s got 1,169 NHL 
games under his belt with stops in Colorado, Los Angeles, Dallas, 
Ottawa and of course, Vancouver. Crawford won the Stanley Cup with 
the Avalanche in 1996 and would coach the Canucks for seven seasons. 

He’s in Zurich for the opening of a 12,000-seat arena Tuesday in a city 
where he won a Swiss National League A championship in 2013-14 with 
the Lions. He also convinced Auston Matthews to play the 2015-16 
season there, and had the best seat in the house as he piled up 46 
points (24-22) in 36 games before becoming the first-overall pick by the 
Toronto Maple Leafs in the 2016 National Hockey League draft. 

As Crawford once said about his craft: “It’s not about beating the other 
guy, it’s about having fun. But it sure is fun beating the other guy.” 

So, here we go. Time from Crow to crow. 

Q: You were dismissed as an assistant by the Blackhawks in May and 
have a year left on your contract. How big is the itch to coach at age 61? 

A: I’m actively looking to continue coaching. It’s what I want to do. But I 
know that there’s a shelf life for a coach and I’m on the back nine for 
sure. I’m going to look to be a head coach and the opportunities might be 
in Europe. I just want to pick and choose and make sure I’m working with 
outstanding people. 

I’m at the point now where I’m not really jumpy, I’m just trying to present 
what I can bring and be worthy of trust. This is what makes me excited 
when I get up. I follow hockey passionately and I know that’s what drives 
me. I don’t actually need the money, it’s the passion. That’s the 
motivation. 

NEXT GAME 

Vancouver Canucks vs. Columbus Blue Jackets | Tuesday, 4 p.m. | 
Nationwide Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM650 

Q: What would you do if a position doesn’t come to fruition? Is there 
something else in life you want to pursue but haven’t had the time? 

A: I’ve had a lot of time to think, but the practical side of coaching is that 
it’s physically demanding. You have to have the juice to be able to do 
that and I still have lots of juice. I’m very confident and I’ve been in 
hockey since I was 16 and coaching since 1987-88. Coaching is really in 
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my blood and I think I do a really good job of passing on information and 
lessons I’ve learned. 

Q: You were 45 when fired by the Canucks in 2006 after not making the 
playoffs. Looking back, what advice would you have given that fiery 
bench boss? 

A: I would tell Marc Crawford that changes are coming and you better be 
real open to it. It took me a while to learn that lesson. A lot of 
introspection for me and it’s made me not only a better coach, but a 
better person. And young people keep you so vibrant, you want to be 
around them. 

Q: You’ve won a Jack Adams Trophy and a Stanley Cup, but it hasn’t 
been all sunshine. How did physical abuse allegations against you by 
former players shape you? 

A: For me, it was about wanting to make a change in my life. That’s 
where it ultimately has to come from and there has to be that desire. I did 
a lot of good things, too, and the pushing of people to be better was good 
in some circumstances. We all can do things better and I needed to find 
a better way. I believe I have and I feel better about it. 

Q: It’s hard to replicate success. Your 2003 team here should have gone 
further in the playoffs. Why have these Canucks stumbled early? 

A: They’ve had a lot of injuries. It’s not an excuse, but you need 
everybody. For me, it’s guys who are missing that provide vital links. You 
can’t miss guys like (Tyler) Myers, who carry so many minutes, or the 
size and strength of (Ilya) Mikheyev. But you don’t want to panic and let 
things slip away and it’s better to have these problems earlier than later. 

Marc Crawford of the Vancouver Canucks stands on the bench behind 
players Henrik Sedin and Brendan Morrison on Dec. 17, 2005. 

Q: How well equipped is Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau to quickly get 
bounceback performances with little contract security? 

A: There’s a lot of pressure to win now and it’s been pushed forward. I 
would say be thankful you’ve got an experienced guy because it helps 
you to deal with those pressures and he knows how to handle it. Bruce is 
well aware of all the calculations and parity in the league. 

Q: You worked the bench with former Blackhawks head coach Jeremy 
Colliton. What do the Canucks have in their new AHL boss? 

A: A very detail-oriented guy and a real quality person. To play on those 
great (Team Canada) world junior teams (2004-05), he had to be 
competitive and improve. My daughter (Katie) is a sports psychologist 
and said: “Never trust anybody who hasn’t had their heart broken.” And 
Jeremy has had his broken. He’ll strive to be better and I love his work 
ethic. 

Q: You’ve coached a number of great players, but who stands out with 
that rare combination of leadership, respect and production? 

A: The best scorer was Joe (Sakic), the best overall was Peter 
(Forsberg), the best captain was Marcus (Naslund) and the best winner 
was Patrick (Roy). He taught me more than any other guy and is nothing 
short of a genius in what it takes and how far he’ll go to win. 

Q: Was there someone who surprised you, either as an underrated 
player, or one who fought through tremendous adversity? 

A: A guy who was underappreciated for how good he was? Mattias 
(Ohlund). Such a good player and the eye injury he got (1999) was 
significant and it really probably took a couple of years off his career. But 
I just remember his great battles with Jarome (Iginla) that were simply 
epic. 

Q: The game evolves and you can be left behind in a hurry. Why is Darryl 
Sutter still successful in reaching impressionable players? 

A: I watched the Flames’ first two games and I was just so impressed. 
Darryl is as old-school coach that there can be, but he has changed. He’s 
still energetic, but he has also changed. 

He recognizes the needs of a player and he’s not worried about doing it. 
And you have to have good support on staff and embrace the changes 
that are in the game today. That’s what I want to do. 
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Capitals 6, Canucks 4: Vancouver collapses, again, in third period 

 

Patrick Johnston28-35 minutes 18/10/2022 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — An awful night for the Vancouver Canucks — 
and it was going so well. 

For the third game in a row this season, the Canucks blew a multi-goal 
lead and lost the game in the third period. In the end they lost 6-4 to the 
Washington Capitals. 

It’s baffling, really. 

The Canucks were leading 4-2 going into the final frame in Washington, 
but couldn’t muster a shot for more than 10 minutes to open the third and 
the Capitals just blew past them, scoring four goals in the period. 

The collapse defied explanation, really. 

“Tonight yeah, we did have two good periods. And just sh*t the bed pretty 
much (in the third),” Tanner Pearson said. 

Bruce Boudreau said he was happy with how his team played in the first 
two periods. 

“(The first) was the way we wanted to play, it was a very low scoring, low 
chance period … and then I thought we had a great second period and I 
think the game plan for the third period was fine,” he said. “But I mean, it 
did look like we started to, I don’t know what word I’m looking for, like just 
sort of collapse, and we’re afraid to win and, they came at us pretty good. 
And we just didn’t handle it very well.” 

Confidence and mental toughness are an issue, according to coach and 
team. 

“I think once they got that first goal in the third period, I think our 
shoulders went and it was almost like a ‘here we go again,’ and that’s 
why I called the timeout after the second goal. It wasn’t to give them crap 
or anything. It was just to say, we’re right here. Let’s just get back to 
where we were. Let’s get back to getting it deep and having a good third 
man high. And we missed an assignment in our own zone, it’s 5-4 and 
then it’s pretty tough to recover,” Boudreau said post-game. 

Captain Bo Horvat echoed his coach’s feelings on the mental toughness 
of the team. 

“We can’t be mentally weak either. And right now, I think, it feels like 
we’re getting down on ourselves. When they score one, you know we still 
had the lead and that’s how we bounced back the next shift and you 
know, obviously, when they get then another one then you get down 
yourself even more and you can’t do that in this league, especially 
against a team like that,” he said. 

He said it felt like a broken record saying they needed a full 60 minute 
effort. 

“We talked in here about not sitting back. It’s one thing to talk and it’s one 
thing to do it and for us, I think, we have to show a little bit more maturity 
in our game and take it to teams. I mean we had them on the ropes,” he 
said. 

Vancouver Canucks centre Bo Horvat (53) scores a goal on Washington 
Capitals goaltender Darcy Kuemper (35) in the second period at Capital 
One Arena. 
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Veteran blueliner Luke Schenn spoke similarly. 

“You gotta be confident when you have a lead, you got to be confident at 
all times. It doesn’t matter what time the game is or what the what the 
clock says, you got to be confident or you gotta be able to make plays, 
you got to take care of the puck,” he said. 

Elias Pettersson wore the frustration on his face. 

“I don’t know if we got satisfied with the first two periods. I don’t think we 
came out (in the third) with the work ethic that we did in the first two 
periods,” he said. 

The Canucks’ players called a players-only meeting post-game. 
Whatever was discussed wasn’t shared. 

Asked if that was a good sign the players had at least gathered 
themselves together to deal with it, Boudreau spoke with some sarcasm. 

“Not usually,” he said. 

Turning the page may be the easiest solution, Boudreau pondered, 
though his team needs to get out its mental rut. 

“Mentally weak would be a good assessment. When you’re on a roll, 
you’re waiting for good things to happen, when you’re in something like 
this, you’re waiting for something bad to happen. I mean, that’s the 
natural portion of it, but the good thing is we’re right back at it tomorrow,” 
he said. 

Darcy Kuemper #35 of the Washington Capitals is unable to clear the 
puck as Elias Pettersson #40 of the Vancouver Canucks scores a goal 
during the first period of the game at Capital One Arena on October 17, 
2022 in Washington, DC. 

Defensive frailty 

Schenn also dialled in on the team’s efforts away from the puck. 

“We’ve shown scoring isn’t our issue right now and you know, there’s 
times where, you know, you’re gonna go in scoring slumps, but we’ve 
had multiple leads and in all three games so far, you know, when you’re 
giving up four-plus goals every night, including pre-season, no team is 
ever gonna win that like that,” he said. 

Pearson pointed to his own efforts as an issue. 

“Having three leads on the road, two of them tie games going to the third 
period. That’s tough. For myself, I’ve been on every game-winner 
against; I take pride, really big pride of my D-zone (play) and it’s not quite 
cutting it right now,” he said. 

Brutal PK 

The Canucks have been shorthanded 12 times now on the season. 

They’ve killed just six of them. 

“Something where that has to be one of the staples of our game. You’re 
gonna win if we did that kill there to start the third. It looks a little bit 
different,” Thatcher Demko observed. 

Horvat asserted that the PK’s struggles would be fixed. There’s too much 
experience on the team to not sort out their issues. 

Schenn suggested, again, it was about maturity. 

“What’s the word I’m looking for? We need to grow up in here and be 
able to take care of things. We’re gonna take it on the chin again, you 
know, as far as what people are gonna say outside of this locker room, 
and we deserve that, but it’s up to the guys in this room to be able to 
figure it out,” he said. 

Boudreau was baffled about the PK’s struggles. 

“There’s definitely something wrong. I mean, I must have the wrong guys 
out there, because they’re scoring in the first 15 seconds all the time. 
And that’s not right. But, I mean, the coaches they go over that. They 

have great meetings. And we usually have our most experienced players 
out there for it,” he said. 

The numbers 

The Canucks continue to shoot themselves in the foot on the penalty kill, 
well and truly. 

At five on five, they’re taking more shots than the opposition. That 
continues to be the best predictor of overall success. 

And on this night they did just that, especially through two periods. 

But in crunch time tonight, they fell apart defensively. They’d done a 
really good job through 40 minutes of preventing shots from high-danger 
areas. 

But the final heat map shows how much action the Capitals ended up 
getting in the slot. 

Compare this to how it looked after two: 

The Canucks’ goals at 5 on 5 were in good spots. You’d like to see a little 
more action in there, but this was a fine road effort. 

Pearson was right to be critical of his line’s defensive game: he was -7 in 
shot attempts when he was on the ice. 

Foul mood 

Be sure to vote in our poll below and give us your take on the team and 
the game in the comments section. 

Here’s what happened in the rest of the game… 

Third period 

• A truly awful third period. Capitals just bossed the Canucks around, who 
had just zero answers to anything Washington did. 

Alex Ovechkin has his second of the night, simply over-powering 
everyone in front of the net. 

Canucks set to be history makers. 

It’s 6-4. 

Canucks have challenged the goal but it was onside. Washington will be 
on the PP. 

• I suspect Quinn Hughes is an immensely fit hockey player. The amount 
of fitness data the Canucks collect (and other NHL teams for that matter) 
is wild. 

They’ve leaned on him hard tonight. 

Quinn Hughes is going to play 12 minutes of 3rd and 30 minutes on the 
night. And then probably have to do it all again tomorrow night in 
Columbus 

— Jeff Paterson (@patersonjeff) October 18, 2022 

This is how things are when you’re struggling. And this is why struggling 
teams sometimes end up with over-use injuries. 

It’s far too early in the season to be worried about over-use, but these 
things do add up. 

• Yikes. 

Capitals have found a gear in this period they didn’t show much in the 
rest of the game. 

Conor Sheary drove the net and no one pressured him. Boudreau had 
gone with OEL and Hughes again but Canucks were just too soft on the 
zone entry. 

Third game in a row the Canucks have blown a lead and fallen behind. 
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• Boudreau going all-in on the blue line, putting OEL and Hughes 
together. Canucks maintain control in the Washington end for so long 
they were able to get a complete change together. 

Kuzmenko hit the post too. 

• Things have gone pear-shaped for the Canucks. 

Bruce Boudreau has called a time out after the Caps tied it up, John 
Carlson wiring a shot over Thatcher Demko’s shoulder after a bad 
turnover at the blueline by Juulsen and then some blown defensive reads 
by Pearson and Horvat, who basically bounced off each other trying to 
cover the point. 

It’s 4-4. 

Canucks need to find their energy from the first two periods. 

We’re halfway through the third and the Canucks don’t have a shot on 
goal. 

• Noah Juulsen crushed Connor Brown at the blue line. 

Brown was in big trouble. 

Pettersson helped him off the ice. 

• This is going to be some finish. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov opens the period by taking a dive and faking out the 
ref, drawing a cross-checking call on Bo Horvat. 

The Canucks can’t kill a penalty so far this season. Dylan Strome found 
the loose puck in front of Demko and through persistence gets the Caps 
within one. It’s 4-3 with plenty of time to play in the third. 

Canucks are now 5 for 11 killing penalties this season. 

Shades of last season. 

Second period 

• It hasn’t always been pretty, but the Canucks are deserved 4-2 leaders 
after two periods. 

They aren’t dithering on the puck and they’re forcing the Capitals to make 
decisions. 

It’s not a pretty game tonight, but the scoreboard is all that matters. 

They’ve also done a nice job of protecting the slot: 

• GOAL! 

Are things turning around for J.T. Miller? 

He primed himself perfectly on this goal: 

And Elias Pettersson has three points on the night. 

• Supremely careless stuff from Kuznetsov: 

He may not have meant to high stick, but he sure meant to slash 
Burroughs. 

The angle from behind is even worse. Reckless, defined. 

Will the NHL look at this? 

• The Canucks have been doing a really nice job backchecking so far 
tonight. 

They’ve had all kinds of back pressure on Capitals carrying the puck into 
the zone, not giving them much chance to create chances off passes. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov took a different approach, simply rushing into the 
zone and Thatcher Demko made a helluva save to deny him. 

Then the centre clipped Kyle Burroughs in the face and showed his 
frustration by shoving Burroughs while the defender was lying on the ice. 

Tanner Pearson gave him the business in response. 

• GOAL! 

Did Curtis Lazar mean to tip that Andrei Kuzmenko shot? 

We’ll just have to find out post-game! 

Anyway, suddenly the Canucks have a lead again. 

• GOAL! 

There’s your captain, picking up the loose change goal-side and swatting 
in a rebound off Tanner Pearson’s shot off the rush. 

A nicely laid-off pass by Brock Boeser too. 

• Nils Höglander is trying to make things happen. 

He’s driving the net and has a couple nice scoring chances for his efforts. 

On the first, he won the puck on the side boards, played it over to Nils 
Åman, who tried to slide it back to Höglander for a tap-in, but the winger 
was hooked and couldn’t get his stick free. 

No penalty call by the refs. 

Later, he made a sweet deke at the blue line to come flying in on the 
rush, but Kuemper knocked the shot away. 

• It took eight seconds for Washington to seize the lead back. 

Lars Eller takes a carom off the end boards — almost exactly like Elias 
Pettersson’s goal to close the first — and wires it over Thatcher Demko, 
who had no chance. 

Unlike Kuemper, who tried to play the puck and missed, spilling it to a 
wide open Pettersson, Demko held his ground, but no one held up Eller 
as he rushed in on the puck. 

First period 

• GOAL! 

A big WHIFFFFFFFF from Darcy Kuemper on a tricky dump-in effort by 
Quinn Hughes and Elias Pettersson who was rushing hard anyway is the 
beneficiary, finding a wide open net to fire the puck into. 

It’s 1-1 at the intermission, a very fair score on the balance of the play. 

Not a thrilling period, but a good road period on the whole for Vancouver. 

• The period is very low-event. Just not a lot happening. 

Canucks got a three on one after Nic Dowd fell down and Tanner 
Pearson skated away with the puck on his stick. Brock Boeser wired a 
shot under the blocker of Darcy Kuemper — hands up if you remember 
Kuemper signed in Washington — but finds iron, not twine. 

Still 1-0 Caps. 

Speaking of Nic Dowd… 

It's not a big thing in the grand scheme of things, but it is in the death by 
a thousand cuts scheme of things: the Canucks spending millions on Jay 
Beagle when they had serviceable, cheaper Nic Dowd to play that role. 

Time for an oldie-but-goodie. 

Brendan Gaunce is four years younger than Nic Dowd. 

— Patrick Johnston (@risingaction) May 9, 2019 

Some Canucks fans got pretty mad at me for pointing those things out. 

• Alex Ovechkin now has 10 goals and 10 assists in 13 career games vs. 
Bruce Boudreau teams. 

The Capitals have won 10 of those games. 
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Oddly enough Boudreau was asked pre-game about Ovechkin not 
having scored yet this season. 

“I’m always worried about Alex scoring,” he said. 

• Since the opening goal, the Canucks have been carrying the bulk of the 
play and are moving the puck quickly. That’s a good sign. 

• Brock Boeser takes an unfortunate high-sticking penalty after a very 
nighty breakout plan, with the puck being flipped high in the air towards 
the far blueline and Boeser skating hard towards the same spot. 

It put John Carlson on the defensive. 

Of course, the Canucks can’t kill a penalty so far this season, and yes, 
J.T. Miller was on the ice for the goal against. 

Just not the way they want to start a game. 

• As we get going here, worth remembering that the Canucks have given 
up just two goals against at even-strength in their first two games on the 
year, while posting a 52.6 per cent Corsi-For percentage (the share of 
shot attempts taken at even strength). 

They haven’t played pretty hockey but they have been fine defensively. 

It’s their special teams that have been a problem — they’ve given up two 
shorthanded goals, three power play goals and an empty netter. 

All this said, their best players haven’t been their best players and they 
need the likes of J.T. Miller, Elias Pettersson and Bo Horvat to lead the 
charge. 

• Jack Rathbone is indeed a scratch, with callup Noah Juulsen suiting up 
in place of Tucker Poolman, who seems to have suffered another 
migraine on the weekend but who was able to join the morning skate 
today. 

Juulsen will pair with Riley Stillman on the third defence pairing. 

Bruce Boudreau had intimated he was likely to play Juulsen against the 
Capitals who are a very physical team. Rathbone clearly hasn’t earned 
his trust. 

The Pre-Game Show 

No Poolman 

Tucker Poolman is apparently feeling better. He didn’t practise on 
Sunday and GM Patrik Allvin would only say the team is monitoring his 
health. 

He did skate Monday morning though, and while the team still isn’t 
saying exactly what is ailing him, head coach Bruce Boudreau seemed to 
indicate it was indeed a recurrence of migraines that took him out of the 
lineup after the first period in Saturday’s 3-2 loss to the Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

“He felt better today and he wanted to skate. So he’s gonna get out 
there. I mean, this isn’t the situation it was the last time,” Boudreau said. 
“We’ll see how it goes today. We’re not going to play him today. Just a 
precaution, you know, but he will be eligible to play tomorrow, I would 
think if he comes back from the morning skate feeling good.” 

Boudreau said either Jack Rathbone, who has been a healthy scratch in 
the first two games this season, or Noah Juulsen, freshly called up from 
AHL Abbotsford, would draw in against the Capitals, who he called a 
“big, heavy team.” 

“It’s a toss up whether he goes in or whether Rathbone goes in tonight 
and we exchange them, maybe, for tomorrow’s game, but it’ll be a game 
time decision (on Monday),” Boudreau said. 

Juulsen suited up for five games last season for the Canucks after being 
picked up in a trade from the Florida Panthers for Olli Juolevi. 

“When I went down, it’s always been my game to be physical. So I just 
brought that right away. And obviously the other night I had a couple of 

big hits (for Abbotsford). And then I think that’s part of my game, being 
physical, being hard to play against. And that’s one of the things I’ve 
been known for. I want to keep doing that.” 

“Obviously a couple years before that, things were down in the dumps,” 
he said of where his career was sitting. He struggled with injuries in 
Florida and Montreal before that, the team that drafted him. “But I think 
last year was great for me, coming in quite a bit into Van and seeing and 
meeting guys and then I think it just helped for being called up this year. 
Obviously, I’m here now and it’s a lot of the same faces so it’s been really 
easy for me to adjust.” 

Rathbone skated on a pairing with Riley Stillman at Sunday’s practice, 
with Stillman, a left-shot defenceman, playing on the right. 

Stillman hasn’t played regularly on the right since he was in junior, he 
told Postmedia on Sunday, but he did play there from time to time last 
season with the Chicago Blackhawks. 

“My role was a bit of a smorgasbord. Some games I’d get swapped all 
over, changing partners and roles,” he said Sunday. 

Line juggling 

Boudreau made some changes to his lines on Sunday, swapping J.T. 
Miller and Bo Horvat. Miller was skating with wingers Vasily Podkolzin 
and Conor Garland, while Horvat was working with Tanner Pearson and 
Brock Boeser. 

“I think they could become a pretty good checking/scoring line,” 
Boudreau said of putting Pearson and Boeser back with Horvat. 

“We had it in Minnesota when we had Koivu, Granlund and Zucker. We 
played them against everybody’s best line, but they also contributed 60 
points each.” 

Nils Hoglander also found himself skating on the fourth line with Nils 
Aman and Dakota Joshua, with Curtis Lazar bumped up to skate with 
Elias Pettersson and Andrei Kuzmenko. 

Mikheyev in Columbus? 

Boudreau didn’t say it, but you get the sense that Ilya Mikheyev will 
finally make his Canucks regular season debut Tuesday in Columbus. 

The speedy Russian winger has been practising with the team for a week 
now. Boudreau said he wouldn’t play in Washington, but if everything 
went to plan, Mikheyev would play either in Columbus Tuesday or 
Minnesota on Thursday. 

Sickbay 

Boudreau also said both Tyler Myers and Travis Dermott have been 
skating hard in Vancouver since the team left on its road trip. 

“It’s very encouraging,” he said of their progress. 

Myers is dealing with a “lower-body” injury and Dermott is recovering 
from a concussion. 

The other side 

A maintenance day for Evgeny Kuznetsov saw him miss the Capitals’ 
morning skate, but may play tonight. 

Bruce Boudreau said teams coached by Peter Laviolette always defend 
the neutral zone well. 

“They try to do a lot of things that disrupt you. He really thinks the game 
and he’s an emotional guy, so I’m sure he’s gonna get his team going for 
it,” Boudreau said of the veteran coach. 

Chasing 600 

Washington, D.C., is where it all started for head coach Bruce Boudreau. 
He won the Jack Adams Award in his first season behind the Capitals’ 
bench in 2007-08, going 37-17-7 after taking over for Glen Hanlon early 
in the season. 
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He won 201 games in his four-plus years behind the Washington bench. 

He has fond memories of the place, even if playoff success eluded him 
and eventually led to his firing. 

His players want a first win on the season and they know it would be 
extra special to win in Washington. 

“If we want to do it for anybody we want to do it for Bruce,” captain Bo 
Horvat said. “He’s a great coach. Everybody loves him in the room. He’s 
a real player’s coach, and it would feel really good for for him and for 
everybody in here to get that one.” 

Boudreau said the first thing he realized behind the Capitals’ bench was 
to trust his instincts. He’s evolved as a coach, but his instincts remain. 

Read more about Boudreau here in a story from Sunday’s practice. 

Are you frustrated? So is J.T. Miller 

J.T. Miller has been on the ice for all eight goals against and he’s not 
happy about it. 

“I’ve been on for all eight f—ing goals. Pretty frustrated,” he said, cutting 
off a question after Saturday’s 3-2 loss the the Philadelphia Flyers. 

“I take it upon myself to be better player. It’s not playing to my standards. 
So I’m not going to comment on behalf of the team, the team’s battling. 
It’s not going great for us finishing the games, but it’s not like we had a 
good starting point by any means (tonight) we just happened to be up 
two,” Miller said. 

“I’m just disappointed. This isn’t about me, I’m not trying to make it about 
me but I’m not gonna sit here to talk about how we played when I can’t 
even lead by example right now. … I thought I had a good start (on 
Wednesday) but I just feel like I’m a little irrelevant. Being on the ice for 
every goal, I don’t know what to say.” 

Read more about J.T. Miller’s early season struggles here. 

Prospects tracking 

The puck dropped on the AHL season this past week and, thanks to an 
overtime winner by Linus Karlsson on Saturday night, the Abbotsford 
Canucks split their first two games. Catch up on the week that was for all 
the high-profile prospects in the system, from the AHL to those playing in 
Europe. 

#40 is your choice to finish #1 

In our last Canucks Game Day Live, we asked you to predict who would 
finish first in team scoring this year. It was really no contest, with more 
than 75% of you voting for … Elias Pettersson. Here’s a breakdown of 
votes: 

And now for today’s poll question… 

Our month of predictions continue with this question: Of the five teams in 
the Pacific Division, which do you think will finish #1? Cast your vote and 
tell us why in the comments section below. 
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Another Canucks collapse prompts consternation and a players-only 
meeting 

 

Harman Dayal7-8 minutes 18/10/2022 

 

WASHINGTON — The Vancouver Canucks are leaving themselves, their 
fans and the hockey world speechless for all the wrong reasons. Again. 

Monday night, with a 6-4 loss to the Capitals, the Canucks became the 
first team in NHL history to lose its first three games while holding a 
multigoal lead in each of them. 

Walking into the dressing room after the game, the group looked 
demoralized. The room was dead silent. Heads were down. Players were 
slowly shuffling around, packing their bags for Columbus. They looked 
powerless and in disbelief. Bo Horvat appeared despondent while riding 
a stationary bike in the hallway. Elias Pettersson’s voice was barely 
audible at some points in the postgame media scrum through all the 
disappointment. 

The players know. They know this isn’t just an ordinary three-game 
losing streak. Three games don’t mean much in the grand scheme of 
things, but the Canucks understand how dangerously close they’re 
getting to replicating the kind of disastrous start that killed their past two 
seasons. 

There’s every chance the club could bounce back against Columbus and 
Minnesota to close the trip and turn a new page on home ice. But the 
truth is this isn’t an accomplished, veteran team that’s successfully 
overcome adversity and made a habit of winning. This is a team that has 
failed year in and year out, with the exception of the 2019-20 campaign. 
Losing is the habit and winning is the anomaly. And right now the team is 
all but imploring the fan base to smash the panic button with these 
disastrous meltdowns. 

Clearly, the team doesn’t look at this as a normal three-game losing 
streak. Blowing a three-goal lead in Edmonton during the season opener 
was disappointing but easy to look past given the club’s strong five-on-
five play. Allowing three unanswered goals against the Flyers, who were 
missing Sean Couturier, Cam Atkinson and Ryan Ellis, is unacceptable. 
Following that up by blowing the 4-2 lead they had going into the third 
period Monday against Washington is embarrassing. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau said his group looked “afraid to win” and 
“mentally weak,” and the team held a players-only meeting immediately 
after the game. Is that the unofficial record for the fastest players-only 
meeting in a season? 

I’ll spare the cliches about accountability and these performances being 
“unacceptable.” That said, Luke Schenn won back-to-back Stanley Cups 
with the Lightning, so he has an interesting perspective on what winning 
teams and environments are like, and he had a specific area he wanted 
to highlight. 

“When you’re giving up four-plus goals every night, including preseason, 
no team’s ever going to win like that,” Schenn said. “The only teams that 
win in this league are consistent defensively and defend hard and playing 
the right way night after night. … We’re gonna take it on the chin again 
as far as what people are gonna say outside this locker room, and we 
deserve that, but it’s only up to the guys in this room to be able to figure it 
out and figure it out in a hurry.” 

The biggest defensive concern is the penalty kill, which has allowed six 
goals in 12 opportunities. It’s looking eerily similar to last season. Just 
like then, the Canucks’ woes start with being unable to win a draw for the 
early clear. 

Curtis Lazar is 0-for-6 this season on short-handed faceoffs, and he’s 
been on the ice for four of the club’s PK goals. Winning that initial draw is 
huge because it forces the power play to regroup and enter the zone with 
control. And, as we know, the hardest part about excelling on the power 
play is often just getting set up. Lose faceoffs consistently and you’re 
giving the opposition an easy setup. 

J.T. Miller is excellent at a lot of things, but it’s no secret he isn’t a 
defensive stalwart. Why, then, is he consistently trotted out first on the 
ice short-handed? Before the season, I pointed to Lazar’s addition and 
wondered whether it’d be prudent to cut Miller’s penalty-killing load. 
That’d be a way to ensure Miller doesn’t play exorbitant minutes, but 
more important, he just isn’t good short-handed. 
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There are 138 forwards who’ve played at least 200 penalty-kill minutes 
since the 2019-20 season. Among those 138 forwards, Miller ranks fourth 
to last with a rate of 9.63 goals against per 60 minutes. It isn’t just a 
matter of bad bounces, either, as his expected-goals-against rate — 
which is calculated based on the quality of chances surrendered — is 
also fourth to last in the league during that span, according to Evolving-
Hockey. 

It’s time to reconsider Miller’s penalty-killing workload. 

Smart teams also know to make puck management a priority when 
you’re deep into the third period with a lead. It was baffling to see the 
Canucks continually force risky drop passes at four-on-four as if they had 
no awareness of the risk-to-reward ratio or that they were leading. The 
turnovers continued until Washington finally capitalized on a pair of 
mistakes and tied the score. 

Vancouver’s inability to hold leads will be keyed in as the elephant in the 
room. But what if that’s missing the forest for the trees? 

This season, we’re talking about horrific third periods, and last season we 
were micro-analyzing horrific first periods. Rather than a specific mental 
issue of holding leads or starting on time, what if the Canucks just flat-out 
aren’t a good team? When Noah Juulsen turns the puck over twice for 
the tying goal, for example, can you blame him? He’s an AHL-quality 
defenceman. The problem is the Canucks don’t have enough high-end 
defencemen and are struggling with injuries. 

How much can you blame Miller for being on the ice for all six short-
handed goals? He’s a below-average penalty killer being deployed as an 
ace. The problem is the Canucks don’t have enough stud two-way 
forwards. 

The Canucks are a better team than the results indicate. Vancouver’s 
five-on-five form has been mostly positive, Pettersson’s hot start with 
another three-point night is a great sign, and Ilya Mikheyev, Tyler Myers 
and Travis Dermott are close to returning. Vancouver will eventually start 
rolling and picking up wins. But none of that matters if the team doesn’t 
make the playoffs. There’s enough talent for that to still be possible, and 
79 games remain. But given Vancouver’s recent history, it’s fair to at 
least wonder whether this could be another season of mediocrity. 
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Canucks first impressions: The good, bad and ugly from Vancouver’s 
winless start 

 

Thomas Drance12-15 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

It hasn’t been the sharp start to the 2022-23 campaign that anyone 
around the Vancouver Canucks was hoping for. 

If dropping two points on opening night in Edmonton was 
understandable, given the calibre of the opponent, the follow-up 
performance — a blown 2-0 lead against the lowly Philadelphia Flyers on 
Saturday afternoon — was far more difficult to swallow. 

Through two games, Vancouver’s special teams have been woeful. The 
club’s effort level has been inconsistent from period to period. The club’s 
best players, several of whom were actively critical of themselves and the 
club’s performance postgame on Saturday, have yet to be difference-
makers. Head coach Bruce Boudreau even seems to be working on an 
early-season crisis goatee. 

First impressions are a powerful thing, that’s just human nature, but we 
need to be aware of the “halo effect” and its limitations, particularly when 
it comes to evaluating a hockey club. A two-game sample gives us very 
little definitive information on the quality of an NHL team and we need to 

be careful about putting too much stock in it simply because it comes at 
the very start of the season. 

So let’s dive into some items behind Vancouver’s 0-2-0 start. What’s 
been good, what’s been bad, and what’s just been ugly? 

The good 

Elias Pettersson’s line 

Through two games, Vancouver’s forward line of Nils Höglander, Elias 
Pettersson and Andrei Kuzmenko have spent a ton of time in the 
offensive zone, consistently generating high-quality looks. They’ve spent 
very little time defending. 

This trio was broken up at Canucks practice on Sunday in Washington 
D.C. and one wonders if Boudreau may want to think long and hard 
about changing things up with this group, which is performing at a tip-top 
level in the early going. 

The bottom line numbers — one goal for, zero against — are fine, but the 
underlying data is downright stark, even if the sample is only about 15 
minutes and some of this is bound to regress as it expands. We’re talking 
about an expected goal margin north of 70 percent, 20 shots for and just 
eight against, 12 scoring chances taken at five-on-five by the three 
forwards, based on Cam Charron’s tracking, and far and away the most 
auspicious zone-entry data among Canucks forward lines. 

The Pettersson line isn’t Vancouver’s only bright spot up front — the 
fourth line has been quietly effective as well — but it’s the singular 
feature of Vancouver’s five-on-five game that’s working best — to the 
point that it’s carrying the team overall. If anything it might be worth 
ratcheting up the competition the Pettersson line is facing, rather than 
splitting the line up. 

One wonders if playing Pettersson against tougher competition is exactly 
Boudreau’s plan, actually, since Curtis Lazar and Ilya Mikheyev — who 
could be an option if he’s able to be activated and return for Monday’s 
game — joined the line at practice in Höglander’s stead on Sunday. 

The bottom end of the lineup 

John Tortorella’s commentary nearly a decade ago about David Booth’s 
solid performance — that it was good for Booth, and bad for the team — 
has proven memorable many years later. 

It’s great to have your depth players performing well, and Vancouver so 
far has had standout performances from the likes of Riley Stillman, Kyle 
Burroughs, Nils Åman and Lazar — but if they’re your standout 
performers, that’s probably a bad sign. 

The good news for the Canucks is that Stillman, who may play on the 
right side with Jack Rathbone on Monday, and Burroughs have both 
looked solid and reliable. The fourth line, meanwhile, has done a 
workmanlike, effective job controlling the bulk of quality looks at five-on-
five in limited ice time. 

That’s fantastic and — if it’s sustained — could represent an 
improvement over the way that this club has white-knuckled through their 
bottom-of-the-lineup minutes in years past. 

Unfortunately for the Canucks, they’re losing the five-on-five battle pretty 
decisively with their top pair of Quinn Hughes and Luke Schenn, and 
their top line of J.T. Miller, Tanner Pearson and Brock Boeser on the ice 
at the moment. And that’s far, far more important. 

The bad 

The depth stress test 

On Sunday, the Canucks called up Noah Juulsen from the Abbotsford 
Canucks, while rolling through pairs at practice that were deeply 
concerning, to put it mildly. 
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Those practice pairings featured Schenn on the top pair, Burroughs in 
the top four and Stillman on his off side on the third pair. That’s far from 
ideal. 

Clearly, only two games into the season, Vancouver’s blue line depth is 
about to get a major test. 

At the moment, it seems like the Canucks will be down their entire slate 
of first-choice right-side defenders for at least the balance of this road 
trip. Tyler Myers is presumably still at least a week away based on his 
two-to-four-week timeline, Travis Dermott’s status remains uncertain, and 
Tucker Poolman is worryingly being monitored by the club after leaving 
Saturday’s game with an undisclosed ailment. One desperately hopes 
that Poolman isn’t enduring a reoccurrence of the neurological issues 
that ended his first season with the club prematurely. 

It’s not uncommon for Canucks defenders to be feasted on by the injury 
bug. In fact, this is deja vu all over again. Going back a decade, the 
Canucks have used an average of 11 defenders per season. They’ve 
used fewer than 10 defenders in an NHL season on only one occasion in 
the past 10 years (2019-20). 

Now, if the Canucks are going to salvage their season-opening five-game 
road trip, they’ll need players like Rathbone, who didn’t make the team 
out of training camp, to step into the lineup seamlessly; Burroughs, who 
wouldn’t have been in the opening-night lineup without Myers sustaining 
an injury in preseason, to hold things down in the top four; Stillman, who 
was acquired mostly to provide toughness and isn’t seen as a natural 
option on his off side, to continue to make a solid impression; and 
Juulsen to provide a burst of energy if called upon. 

Across the board, these are very big asks. 

The penalty kill 

Vancouver’s penalty kill thoroughly sabotaged their start to the 2021-22 
campaign. One hopes the club can avoid authoring a similar script in the 
coming weeks. 

Through two games, however, this feels like a film we’ve seen before 
(and we didn’t like the ending). 

Although this has to be qualified by noting one of Vancouver’s first two 
contests pitted them against the Edmonton Oilers and their historically 
good power play, Vancouver has permitted four power-play goals against 
in two games — while killing off only five penalties. 

If it was forgivable — or at least understandable — when the Canucks 
penalty kill was ventilated by Connor McDavid and company, it’s a 
different matter entirely when the Flyers power play finds a way to turn 
the tide on the man advantage. 

Some of the story is goaltending, as Thatcher Demko has been beat on 
three of the nine shots he’s faced in penalty-killing situations through two 
games (permitting 1.79 goals above expected, based on Natural Stat 
Trick’s data). Some of the story is that the club is missing a couple of vital 
penalty-killing bodies in their lineup — namely Mikheyev and Myers. And 
some of the story is that Vancouver is once again far too permissive on 
the kill, as the Canucks have surrendered expected goals against at the 
fifth-highest rate among all NHL teams in the early going. 

If the Canucks are going to make something of this season, this has to 
be a blip, and not the start of a trend. 

The ugly 

J.T. Miller’s goals against 

It’s almost hard to believe, but Miller has been on the ice for every single 
goal against the Canucks have surrendered so far this season. 

That’s a stat that fully warrants the use of colourful language. 

Now, a lot of this is just bad cluster luck. Vancouver has been burned for 
a couple of short-handed goals, one of which Miller caught an edge trying 
to chase down, and Miller is a mainstay on the power play. As their 

leading scorer last year, of course he was on the ice when the Oilers 
potted an empty net goal. As the forward most frequently used on the 
penalty kill, it’s not a huge surprise that Miller has been on the ice for all 
of the club’s power-play goals against. 

And at five-on-five, he’s been on the ice for two goals in two games, but 
in fairness, his on-ice goal differential at five-on-five is even. 

The goals-against thing is going to be focused on, but it’s not the real 
concern here, or it shouldn’t be. A far bigger concern is Miller’s overall 
form at five-on-five, where the Canucks just aren’t generating much of 
anything with Miller on the ice and are spending far too much time in their 
own end of the rink. 

Right now, Vancouver’s five-on-five game has been decent in spite of the 
play of their top line, which has sputtered significantly in the opening two 
games of the season. It’s really no surprise that it was broken up at 
Canucks practice on Sunday, as Miller’s usual linemates Boeser and 
Pearson joined Bo Horvat, while Miller skated with Conor Garland and 
Vasili Podkolzin. 

There’s a lot that we can read into that shift in forward deployment. 
Boeser and Pearson are typically Vancouver’s most reliable two-way 
wingers, so one wonders if Boudreau intends to try — despite the natural 
matchup disadvantage that coaches contend with on the road — to have 
Horvat handle somewhat more difficult matchups this week, after opening 
the season with Miller more frequently going head-to-head with the likes 
of McDavid and Kevin Hayes than Vancouver’s other top centremen. 

Or will Boudreau give his best two-way centre to this point, Pettersson, 
that key responsibility, now that he’s been put on a line with Lazar (or, 
perhaps, Mikheyev), presumably for the purpose of bolstering that line’s 
two-way fortitude? 

In any event, the shuffle in Vancouver’s top six at practice on Sunday 
strongly suggests Boudreau is preparing to limit Miller’s defensive 
exposure a bit in games against Washington, Columbus and Minnesota 
this week. 

The power play 

Quietly, the Canucks took a pretty big risk opting to open the season with 
Kuzmenko on their first power-play unit, while Boeser bumped down to 
PP2. 

Vancouver’s top unit was one of the league’s most dangerous groups, 
particularly in the final 20 games of the 2021-22 campaign. With five 
returning members and the ability to open the season with a sense of 
continuity, the club instead decided — in part due to Boeser’s preseason 
injury — to open the campaign with a new player, and a 26-year-old 
rookie, at the net front in Boeser’s stead. 

Obviously the club’s power-play struggles aren’t on Kuzmenko and it 
would be foolish to suggest that they were, but this risk hasn’t paid off, as 
the club is off to an ugly start at five-on-four. 

Vancouver’s first power-play unit has spent about 12-and-a-half minutes 
on the ice together in the opening two games of the season, with Boeser 
playing about two of those minutes and Kuzmenko playing the other 10. 
In those 12-and-a-half-minutes, Vancouver has generated just 18 shot 
attempts, an anemic rate, and only nine shots on goal. 

The first unit has actually been outscored 2-1 by the opposing penalty kill 
in those minutes, and has routinely failed to even generate the sort of 
sustained pressure that can create a sense of momentum. 

Vancouver kept Kuzmenko at the net front of their first power-play unit at 
practice on Sunday, so the club is clearly going to be stubborn in giving 
their marquee summer signing out of the KHL a bit more rope, despite 
how the club’s popgun power-play has tripped up out of the gates. That’s 
probably the right call. It’s not really fair to give a player still learning the 
NHL game a key opportunity, and then scapegoat him when things go 
awry over 12-and-a-half minutes, mostly for reasons outside of his 
control. 
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Which just illustrates the subtle magnitude of the risk the club took when 
installing Kuzmenko in that spot on opening night to begin with. There’s 
another dimension that Boudreau and company now have to consider, 
even just to go back to what’s more familiar and worked so well last 
season. 

Meanwhile, if this club’s power play isn’t elite, it’s unlikely that their five-
on-five game is going to be sufficient to carry them. 

The talent is there, the institutional know-how is there, and assistant 
coach Jason King was successful in running the power play last season. 
It hasn’t been good, but our priors from last season should be stronger 
than the club’s brutal showing in two games. 

The Vancouver power play will surely get back on track here, but the 
clock is ticking, and the Canucks can’t afford to be feckless with the man 
advantage for much longer. 
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A brief NHL history of newly-acquired goalies being awful (and it turning 
out OK) 

 

Sean McIndoe12-15 minutes 18/10/2022 

 

One of the big stories of the offseason was the goaltending carousel, with 
nearly half the league’s teams adding at least one new goaltender and 
several adding two. We saw big names on the move, guys you’d never 
heard of, and plenty of in-betweens. Four legitimate contenders brought 
in a new starter, including the defending champions. It was chaos. 

At the time, we tried to sort through the potential impact, but that was just 
guesswork. But now we’re one whole week into the season, and it goes 
without saying that we already know which of these moves have worked 
and which haven’t. 

OK, maybe not. It’s possible that first impressions aren’t everything, 
especially when we’re talking about just a few games of the most 
unpredictable position in sports. 

Still, some of the early returns haven’t been great. Jack Campbell has 
had two rough starts for the Oilers, and lasted just 10 minutes in his first 
Battle of Alberta action on Saturday. Vitek Vanecek gave up five goals on 
just 22 shots in his debut for the Devils. Matt Murray had a shaky first 
start in Toronto and is already on the LTIR, Cam Talbot didn’t even make 
it to opening night for the Senators, and we’ve also seen tough first 
weeks from Martin Jones in Seattle and Petr Mrazek in Chicago. 

Should that worry teams like Edmonton or New Jersey? Not necessarily, 
at least if history is any indication, because there have been plenty of 
goaltending switches that got off to a rocky start but then turned out 
great. 

Today, we’re going to look back at some of that history, and we’re going 
to do it using one of my favorite sportswriting tropes: The one where I 
give you some stats, badger you into admitting that they’re bad, and then 
pull a switcheroo by revealing that I was referring to a good player all 
along. Will you be able to see the ruse coming? Yes, obviously, because 
this sort of thing has never fooled anyone. The point is I get to act like 
you were wrong about something, and that’s fun for me. 

Let’s remember a half-dozen times that a team acquired a new 
goaltender, and then watched in horror as that guy turned out to be 
terrible … for a little while. 

The team: After a stretch of awfulness followed by a few years of up-and-
down quasi-contention, this team finally seemed to be for real midway 
through a crucial season. They’d already run off an eight-game win 

streak, and the offense was humming (including a 12-2 win in their most 
recent game). Their one flaw was in net, where they were relying on two 
young goaltenders with a combined career total of two playoff wins. 
That’s games, not series. 

The acquisition: When a veteran goalie with two Cup rings became 
available midway through the year, this team quickly pounced. They 
pulled off a trade, and their new starter made his debut the very next 
night. 

The bad start: Facing the lowly Oilers on home ice, the new savior gave 
up four goals on just 30 shots, including two late in the third to blow a 
lead and take the loss. He was better a few nights later in a win over the 
Leafs, but then gave up four more goals in a loss to the Sabres, and 
three on just 30 shots to the Canucks. Two weeks after the big trade, the 
so-called star had just one win to go with a save percentage just barely 
over .900, and at least a few fans were probably wondering if this hadn’t 
all been a mistake. 

But that goalie turned out to be: Patrick Roy, on the 1995-96 Avalanche. 

The rest of the story: Roy posted a .955 save percentage while winning 
his next four, and never really looked back. He’d lead the Avs to a Cup 
that year. He’d add a Cup/Conn combo in 2001, and retired as one of the 
all-time greats. Today, the Roy trade is remembered as one of the most 
important (and lopsided) in modern NHL history. 

The team: After a string of bad years, this team was coming off a 98-
point season that had seen them get solid goaltending. But with the latest 
in a long string of veteran goalies departing in the offseason, it was time 
to finally find a long-term answer. 

The acquisition: When a blue-chip young goalie coming off a so-so first 
season unexpectedly became available on the trade market that 
summer, our team made its move. They pulled off a blockbuster to get 
the deal done, then sat back and waited for the new kid to start piling up 
wins. 

The bad start: Let’s just say it was a long wait. The newcomer gave up 
four goals on 22 shots to lose his debut. He was better the next time, but 
still lost. In all, he was still looking for a victory almost two months into the 
season. He finally got into the win column for the first time in late 
November, but then wouldn’t win again until after Christmas. He wasn’t 
playing that badly, and even had a shutout in one game that ended in a 
0-0 tie. But when your goalie of the future starts off by winning one game 
in almost three months, you know you’ve screwed up. 

But that goalie turned out to be: Roberto Luongo, on the 2000-01 
Panthers. 

The rest of the story: The season did end up being a writeoff for the 
Panthers, but not because of Luongo, who finished with a .920 save 
percentage. By 2004 he was a Vezina finalist (and finished sixth in Hart 
voting). As far as winning games, you could say that he eventually 
figured that part out, finishing his career with the fourth-most in NHL 
history. Oh, and that blockbuster trade – Luongo and Olli Jokinen from 
the Islanders for Mark Parrish and Oleg Kvasha – is widely regarded as 
one of the worst ever. Even Parrish thought so: 

The team: This team was loaded with talent, including a generational 
superstar and some very good supporting pieces. It hadn’t amounted to 
any success, though; they hadn’t won a round in almost a decade and 
hadn’t even made the playoffs in years. A big part of that was 
goaltending, where they usually featured a rotating case of overwhelmed 
veterans and kids who’d never amount to much. 

The acquisition: Early in the season, this team pulled off a trade for a 
goaltender who could finally stabilize the position. This guy had already 
won a Vezina, and he’d been a finalist just the year before. His season 
was off to a rough start, though, and was being pushed out by a younger 
goalie. He was also known to be kind of a jerk, which made you wonder if 
he’d be the right fit for a young team with dreams of contending 
someday. 
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The bad start: The new guy made his debut on the road in Toronto, and 
promptly got shelled for seven goals. Three nights later, he gave up a 
goal on the first shot he faced less than a minute in, the first of five he’d 
surrender to the Islanders. Is 12 goals against on 66 shots good? It 
doesn’t seem good. 

But that goalie turned out to be: Tom Barrasso, on the 1988-89 
Penguins. 

The rest of the story: Barrasso settled in with a win over the Rangers, 
then started off seven straight decisions without a loss, and ended off the 
year well enough to finish seventh in Vezina voting. His 1989-90 season 
wasn’t great, but he’d lead the Penguins to Stanley Cups in both 1991 
and 1992 before finishing as a Vezina finalist again in 1993 and 1998. He 
retired as the Penguins’ all-time wins leader, with more than twice the 
next goalie on the list, and today he’s still second to Marc-Andre Fleury. 

The team: After five straight last-place finishes, you have to try 
something. 

The acquisition: In this case, “something” was a 25-year-old goalie 
whose NHL career consisted of two whole games — and those had been 
four years ago. Still, he came cheap, and he’d give the team some depth 
in case this rookie they were bringing in didn’t work out. 

The bad start: The journeyman made his first appearance in late October 
and played well enough, but still lost. That’s OK though because he 
earned his first win in November … of the following season. Yes, it took 
this guy a full year to win a game, as he spent his first season going 0-4-
1 in seven appearances, while posting some of the worst numbers in 
league history: a horrific .826 save percentage and a laughable 6.00 
goals-against average. How bad was it? Put it this way, he only made 
two road starts all year and gave up eight goals in both of them. He’s a 
bum. 

But that goalie turned out to be: Gerry Cheevers, of the 1965-66 Bruins. 

The rest of the story: Cheevers stuck it out in Boston, earning more 
playing time as he went and becoming the full-time starter by his third 
season. He’d stay that way for the better part of the decade, minus a 
short stopover in the WHA, winning two Cups and putting together a 
resume that got him into the Hall of Fame. 

By the way, that rookie that Cheevers was competing for time with on the 
1965-66 Bruins? Some kid named Bernie Parent, who they lost to the 
Flyers in the 1967 expansion draft. Ah well, at least they didn’t also trade 
Ken Dryden for nothing. 

The team: A team that hadn’t had much recent success was on the 
playoff bubble as the deadline neared. The roster was solid, with one true 
superstar and several solid depth pieces, many of whom were 
overachieving. But the goaltending was a mess, and threatening to derail 
a team that should have at least been in the playoffs, if not a longshot 
Cup contender. 

The acquisition: The good news is that they were able to land a goalie 
who had been very good in his last two full seasons. The downside is 
that the guy was old, and this year he’d been just OK, so he was no sure 
thing to be significantly better than what they had. And he was a rental 
that cost them that year’s first-round pick, one that would be in the top 
half of the round if they missed the playoffs. 

The bad start: The trade went down at the deadline, and the new guy 
arrived in time to start the next game. But he got shelled, giving up five 
goals on just 31 shots in a loss. He gave up four goals in each of his next 
two starts, losing both. That left his first impression sitting at 0-3-0 with an 
.859 save percentage. 

But that goalie turned out to be: Dwayne Roloson, of the 2005-06 Oilers 

The rest of the story: After giving up four or more in each of his first three 
games, Roloson would hold opponents to three or fewer in each of his 
next nine. He was good enough down the stretch to get the Oilers into 
the playoffs as an eighth-seed, then he and Chris Pronger led them on 
one of the great underdog runs in modern history. Roloson posted a .927 

save percentage and 2.33 goals-against average while helping the Oilers 
to upset wins in the first three rounds; if he hadn’t been hurt in Game 1 of 
the Final, the Oilers might have won that too. 

It still stands as the best playoff run that younger Oiler fans have seen in 
their lifetimes. And when it was done, Roloson passed on free agency 
and stuck around, playing well in Edmonton for another three years. 

The team: They seemed reasonably set in goal with a solid starter who 
was still in his prime. But after nearly a decade without a playoff win, this 
team was looking to upgrade wherever possible. Over the offseason, that 
meant rolling the dice on a backup who’d never really done much at the 
NHL level. 

The acquisition: The new guy had spent two years as the part-time 
backup to a future Hall of Famer, posting reasonably solid numbers. 
Ideally, he could come in and give the team a one-two punch in goal, and 
maybe even push the starter. If not, the team might have to aim bigger in 
a midseason trade. 

The bad start: Easing in with his first start on home ice against the 
league’s worst team, the new goalie got shelled for five goals in a loss. 
His next start was another five goals against, and another loss. He was a 
little bit better in his next two starts, at least playing well enough to win, 
but then went 0-5-1 in his next six. This new guy stinks, and sure 
enough, the team had to seek out that midseason blockbuster for a real 
goalie. 

But that goalie turned out to be: Dominik Hasek, of the 1992-93 Sabres. 

The rest of the story: After that slow start, Hasek posted three straight 
games where he went 2-0-1 and stopped 104 of 109 shots. He’d get hurt 
shortly after, and the Sabres went ahead and pulled off the Grant Fuhr 
blockbuster with the Leafs, pushing Hasek into permanent backup 
territory for the rest of the year. But after that, Hasek transformed into 
quite possibly the greatest goaltender we’d ever seen; starting in 1993-
94, he led the league in save percentage for six straight years while 
winning five Vezinas and two Hart Trophies. 

Not bad for a backup, and proof that slow starts aren’t everything. 
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Re-drafting the NHL class of 2020: Tim Stützle goes No. 1, Seth Jarvis 
rises 

 

Corey Pronman8-10 minutes 18/10/2022 

 

Today we look at the 2020 NHL Draft and how the ordering of the players 
has changed in the two years since. 

Evaluations are based mostly on prior seasons, so any new information 
from NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other 
leagues has not been incorporated unless it was overwhelming. 

For players to be eligible for this article, they had to have been drafted, 
and drafted during the 2020 NHL draft. 

TIER 1: Projected NHL All-Star 

1. Tim Stützle, C (No. 3 pick) 

2. Lucas Raymond, LW (No. 4 pick) 

3. Alexis Lafrenière, LW (No. 1 pick) 

4. Seth Jarvis, RW (No. 13 pick) 

The two most interesting parts of the top tier of the 2020 draft are the rise 
of Tim Stützle to the top position, and the rise of Seth Jarvis into this 
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group, period. Stützle’s position is by no means clear cut, but as a 
dynamic skating center with great offensive ability, he has so much 
potential to be an impact forward in the league and has shown quite well 
in his brief NHL time. 

Some may argue that for Jarvis this is too aggressive too fast. But I see 
someone who as a teenager was already an important player for a 
playoff team. I see a player who has the high-end tempo, skill and 
compete to be a top NHL forward even at his size. I think he’s going to be 
a great player for Carolina for a long time. 

TIER 2: Projected top of the lineup player 

5. Quinton Byfield, C (No. 2 pick) 

6. Jake Sanderson, LHD (No. 5 pick) 

7. Anton Lundell, C (No. 12 pick) 

8. Jamie Drysdale, RHD (No. 6 pick) 

9. Cole Perfetti, LW (No. 10 pick) 

10. Jack Quinn, RW (No. 8 pick) 

11. Lukas Reichel, LW (No. 17 pick) 

All of these players were high picks, and some very high picks, so it’s not 
a surprise to still see them rated as potential top NHL players. The 
biggest mover is Lukas Reichel, who has looked very good versus men, 
displaying a well-rounded pro game, and who seems on track to 
becoming a very good top-six forward in time. 

TIER 3: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

12. Dawson Mercer, C (No. 18 pick) 

13. Marco Rossi, C (No. 9 pick) 

14. Alexander Holtz, RW (No. 7 pick) 

15. Kaiden Guhle, LHD (No. 16 pick) 

16. Lukas Cormier, LHD (No. 68 pick) 

17. John-Jason Peterka, LW (No. 34 pick) 

18. Mavrik Bourque, C (No. 30 pick) 

19. Alexander Nikishin, LHD (No. 69 pick) 

Tier 3 is where it starts to get very interesting. You have high picks like 
Mercer, Holtz and Rossi represented, but three second-round picks and 
a third-round pick are now in the top 20 of this draft. Cormier dominated 
the QMJHL offensively, JJ Peterka was so good for a teenager in the 
AHL last season and Guhle looks like a great shutdown defenseman. 
After his great rookie season, I’m sure some would reasonably argue 
Mercer should be in the next group and he’s certainly on the cusp. 
Nikishin may be the most fascinating player in this group. He has all the 
tools of a future top-four defenseman and is playing great in the KHL this 
season but has signed a deal through the 2024-25 KHL season. 

TIER 4: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender 

20. William Dufour, RW (No. 152 pick) 

21. Braden Schneider, RHD (No. 19 pick) 

22. Dylan Holloway, C (No. 14 pick) 

23. Connor Zary, C (No. 24 pick) 

24. Shakir Mukhamadullin, LHD (No. 20 pick) 

25. Brock Faber, RHD (No. 45 pick) 

26. Thomas Bordeleau, C (No. 38 pick) 

27. Brendan Brisson, LW (No. 29 pick) 

28. Devon Levi, G (No. 212 pick) 

29. Ridly Greig, C (No. 28 pick) 

30. Egor Sokolov, RW (No. 61 pick) 

31. Justin Barron, RHD (No. 25 pick) 

32. Topi Niemela, RHD (No. 64 pick) 

33. Hendrix Lapierre, C (No. 22 pick) 

34. Brandon Coe, RW (No. 98 pick) 

35. Yaroslav Askarov, G (No. 11 pick) 

36. Jake Neighbours, LW (No. 26 pick) 

37. Calle Clang, G (No. 77 pick) 

38. Marat Khusnutdinov, C (No. 37 pick) 

The two players who have skyrocketed up have been mid-round pick 
William Dufour and seventh-round pick Devon Levi. As a smaller goalie, 
Levi will still have a lot to prove once he turns pro, but how good he’s 
looked the last few years has elevated his prospect stock significantly. 
Yaroslav Askarov had a tough development stretch the last two years but 
has looked great initially in North America and due to his talent I could 
see him shooting up. 

TIER 5: Projected to play NHL games 

39. Will Cuylle, LW (No. 60 pick) 

40. Mason Lohrei, LHD (No. 58 pick) 

41. Tyson Foerster, RW (No. 23 pick) 

42. Jan Mysak, C (No. 48 pick) 

43. Tristen Robins, C (No. 56 pick) 

44. Jack Finley, C (No. 57 pick) 

45. Helge Grans, RHD (No. 35 pick) 

46. Wyatt Kaiser, LHD (No. 81 pick) 

47. William Wallinder, LHD (No. 32 pick) 

48. Tyler Kleven, LHD (No. 44 pick) 

49. Yegor Chinakhov, RW (No. 21 pick) 

50. Roby Jarventie, LW (No. 33 pick) 

51. Dylan Peterson, RW (No. 86 pick) 

52. Donovan Sebrango, LHD (No. 63 pick) 

53. Daemon Hunt, LHD (No. 65 pick) 

54. Daniil Guschin, LW (No. 76 pick) 

55. Nils Aman, C (No. 167) 

56. Jack Thompson, RHD (No. 93 pick) 

57. Samuel Knazko, LHD (No. 78 pick) 

58. Justin Sourdif, RW (No. 87 pick) 

59. Luke Evangelista, RW (No. 42 pick) 

60. Sam Colangelo, RW (No. 36 pick) 

61. Roni Hirvonen, C (No. 59 pick) 

62. Ryan O’Rourke, LHD (No. 39 pick) 

63. Jacob Perreault, RW (No. 27 pick) 

64. Noel Gunler, RW (No. 41 pick) 

65. Ozzy Wiesblatt, C (No. 31 pick) 
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66. Brett Berard, LW (No. 134 pick) 

67. Zayde Wisdom, RW (No. 94 pick) 

68. Gage Goncalves, LW (No. 62 pick) 

69. Joel Blomqvist, G (No. 52 pick) 

70. Emil Andrae, LHD (No. 54 pick) 

71. Sean Farrell, LW (No. 124 pick) 

72. Kasper Simontaival, RW (No. 66 pick) 

73. Theodor Niederbach, C (No. 51 pick) 

74. Landon Slaggert, C (No. 79 pick) 

75. Drew Commesso, G (No. 46 pick) 

76. Nico Daws, G (No. 84 pick) 

77. Dylan Garand, G (No. 103 pick) 

78. Artyom Galimov, LW (No. 129 pick) 

In this tier the three players on the cusp of elevating into the top tiers of 
the draft are Will Cuylle, Tyson Foerster and Mason Lohrei. All three 
have size and offensive ability, and all three share somewhat similar 
skating deficiencies, albeit to varying degrees. Yegor Chinakhov actually 
has already played a season in the NHL, and while he has great skill and 
finishing ability, I still have questions about whether he can handle the 
pace of the NHL and whether he’s a true quality top-nine forward. 

TIER 6: Has a chance to play NHL games 

79. Jeremie Poirier, LHD (No. 72 pick) 

80. Mikael Pyyhtia, LW (No. 114 pick) 

81. Jean-Luc Foudy, C (No. 75 pick) 

82. Martin Chromiak, LW (No. 128 pick) 

83. Daniel Torgersson, LW (No. 40 pick) 

84. Cross Hanas, LW (No. 55 pick) 

85. Matt Kessel, RHD (No. 150 pick) 

86. Ryan Tverberg, C (No. 213 pick) 

87. Ronan Seeley, LHD (No. 208 pick) 

88. Lukas Svejkovsky, RW (No. 108 pick) 

89. Tanner Dickinson, C (No. 119 pick) 

90. Albin Sundsvik, C (No. 160 pick) 

91. Luke Tuch, LW (No. 47 pick) 

92. Maxim Groshev, LW (No. 85 pick) 

93. Michael Benning, RHD (No. 95 pick) 

94. Tyler Tullio, RW (No. 126 pick) 

95. Carter Savoie, LW (No. 100 pick) 

96. Jakub Dobes, G (No. 136 pick) 

97. Vasili Ponomarev, C (No. 53 pick) 

98. Kasper Puutio, RHD (No. 153 pick) 

99. Pavel Novak, RW (No. 146 pick) 

100. Luke Prokop, RHD (No. 73 pick) 

101. Ian Moore, RHD (No. 67 pick) 

102. Isaak Phillips, LHD (No. 141 pick) 

103. Ben McCartney, C (No. 204 pick) 

104. Jackson Hallum, C (No. 91 pick) 

105. Joni Jurmo, LHD (No. 82 pick) 

106. Rory Kerins, C (No. 174 pick) 

107. Leo Loof, LHD (No. 88 pick) 

108. Alexander Pashin, RW (No. 199 pick) 

109. Elliot Desnoyers, C (No. 135 pick) 

110. Daniel Ljungman, C (No. 154 pick) 

111. Riley Duran, C (No. 182 pick) 

112. Ethan Edwards, LHD (No. 120 pick) 

113. Thimo Nickl, RHD (No. 104 pick) 

114. Eemil Viro, LHD (No. 70 pick) 

115. Emil Heineman, LW (No. 43 pick) 

116. Leevi Merilainen, G (No. 71 pick) 

117. Ryan Francis, C (No. 143 pick) 

118. Axel Rindell, RHD (No. 177 pick) 

119. Jacob Truscott, LHD (No. 144 pick) 

120. Gunnarwolfe Fontaine, LW (No. 202 pick) 

121. Ty Smilanic, C (No. 74 pick) 

122. Adam Raska, RW (No. 201 pick) 

123. Colby Ambrosio, RW (No. 118 pick) 

124. Blake Biondi, C (No. 109 pick) 

125. Antonio Stranges, LW (No. 123 pick) 

126. Eamon Powell, RHD (No. 116 pick) 

127. Artur Akhtyamov, G (No. 106 pick) 

128. Chase Yoder, C (No. 170 pick) 

Rodion Amirov, who was the 15th overall pick in this draft class, was 
diagnosed this past season with a brain tumor. His omission from this 
article is not a commentary on his talent or player value but is out of 
respect for his medical situation.  
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NHL99: Pat LaFontaine and the hockey and life lessons he learned from 
his dad 

 

Tim Graham15-19 minutes 18/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

The first time Pat LaFontaine tried to skate, he wailed in frustration. He 
was maybe 3 years old and couldn’t stay upright on his double runners. 
The other kids had fun on the ice while he fell and fell and fell. 
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Rinks in the St. Louis area weren’t four-season fixtures, certainly not 50 
years ago. The LaFontaines’ neighborhood sheet was outdoors. So when 
Pat pouted about his maiden skate, he didn’t get another chance until 
next winter. 

That’s when he finally gave it another whirl — and flumped again. 

“Everybody,” Pat said, “made it look so easy.” Among the frolic was his 
brother, just one year older. Pat sobbed in frustration, got up and tried to 
chop some upright steps together. 

Then something happened that changed Pat’s life forever, a common 
interaction between father and son but extraordinary in the ripples the 
moment created. John LaFontaine took Pat by the hand and flung him 
forward. Pat somehow remained vertical and whooshed. 

“I remember picking up speed and gliding and having this amazing 
feeling of the wind in my hair,” LaFontaine said. “I told myself, ‘I want to 
learn how to do this.’ That was the moment I got hooked. My dad was 
that force.” 

Few journeys end with a Hall of Fame career, 1,013 points, five All-Star 
Games, a Masterton Trophy, two Olympics, a retired jersey hanging in 
the KeyBank Center rafters and millions of dollars raised for charities, but 
so many of our stories began hand-in-hand with mom or dad. 

They tied skates for those too little to know how. They drove through the 
predawn darkness for precious ice time after making sure their kids were 
in full gear and had a Pop-Tart in hand for the bleary-eyed backseat ride. 
They looked the other way as dents accumulated in the garage door. 
They hollered to come inside at night when windburn and numb toes 
weren’t deterrent enough. 

“I’ve been reflecting a lot on those memories,” LaFontaine said last 
month. “Just a flood of memories.” 

LaFontaine’s father was buried two days later. John LaFontaine suffered 
dementia for seven years and was 84 when he died on Sept. 22, the 
morning Pat LaFontaine had scheduled an interview to discuss his 
illustrious career for The Athletic’s NHL99 series. Amazingly, Pat insisted 
on rescheduling his interview before the story’s deadline while helping 
prepare for his father’s wake and funeral. 

It was a chance to explain how much his father meant. 

“My dad was no different than many other fathers who shaped their kids’ 
appreciation of the game,” Pat said. “He loved the sport of hockey. 

“He was a true gentleman and a hero. He was an example every day he 
lived his life.” 

John LaFontaine was the second of seven sons. When he graduated 
from high school in suburban Detroit, he briefly worked for the family 
landscaping business before striking out on his own. 

“Those guys were self-made, hard-working,” Pat LaFontaine said. “It was 
all about values, family, following your dreams and taking a risk. 

“My dad took off for St. Louis with 100 bucks in his pocket to get a job, 
and was able to land one with Chrysler, became a foreman on the line 
and proceeded through sacrifice and hard work. He went to night school 
to get his master’s degree in business, and 33 years later he ran seven 
of Chrysler’s 12 plants.” 

As Pat and his older brother John tumbled helmet over blades in love 
with hockey, John Sr. served them as much of the sport as they could 
handle. A neighbor in Kirkwood, Mo., worked for the manager of the 
outdoor rink where Pat got his start. The families gathered at 5 a.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays for shinny until the league players showed up. 

When Pat was 7, the LaFontaines moved back to Michigan, where his 
hockey development accelerated. Pat played in his brother’s age group 
so John and Gisele LaFontaine wouldn’t have to haul their sons to twice 
as many practices and games. 

But the site where Pat says his game truly evolved was on frozen 
Williams Lake. 

The LaFontaines’ backyard abutted Williams Lake, the perfect spot for 
John to install floodlights and a pump system that summoned warmer, 
deeper water to smooth the surface. John once tried to take a snowplow 
onto the ice — until the truck’s weight caused menacing cracks. Pat, with 
magazines taped under his pant legs, often played goalie for his big 
brother to snipe. Their little sister, Rene, practiced her figure skating. 

“That was the life,” Pat said. “We spent hours on the ice, complete 
weekends with all our buddies and family and neighbors, just playing 
hockey. 

“At midnight, my mom would turn off the lights. We’d be quiet for a while 
and then sneak in to turn them back on.” 

A pair of memories from 1980 still resonate. On Pat’s 15th birthday, he 
watched Mike Eruzione score the winning Miracle on Ice goal to propel 
Team USA past the Soviet Union in the Olympics. 

Three months later, while the kids cleaned up outside the house, John 
called them inside to watch another doozy. The Philadelphia Flyers had 
scored two third-period goals on the New York Islanders to force 
overtime in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

“I watched Lorne Henning pass it to John Tonelli, who passed it to Bob 
Nystrom for the winning goal,” LaFontaine said. “I remember wondering 
where Long Island was and grabbed a map.” 

By then, it was apparent Pat possessed special talents. Even with his 
smaller stature, he became the most feared youth player in the area. 
John coached his boys until a 16-year-old Pat joined Detroit Compuware 
for one of the most incredible midget clubs ever assembled. 

John LaFontaine assisted Compuware head coach Real Turcotte in 
1981-82, a season that featured seven future NHL Draft picks and ended 
with an 80-2 record. Pat LaFontaine recorded 175 goals and 149 assists 
in 79 games. 

From there, Pat channeled the same spirit that pushed his father to leave 
home for St. Louis. Pat chose to skate for Verdun in the QMJHL. 

“For an American kid back in 1982, what are you doing going to play 
hockey in Montreal?” Pat said. “All my friends thought I was nuts. It was 
no different than my dad taking a chance at making a life for his family.” 

The QMJHL was an imposing destination for a child who idolized Guy 
Lafleur and Gilbert Perreault. 

LaFontaine thrived for Verdun. He notched 104 goals and 130 assists in 
70 regular-season games. He broke Lafleur’s records for goals by a 
center and for winners, but the biggest feat was scoring a point in 43 
straight games, surpassing Lafleur’s record by three. LaFontaine 
annihilated Mike Bossy’s rookie record of 70 goals and Chris Valentine’s 
rookie record of 129 points. 

LaFontaine added 11 goals and 24 assists in 15 postseason games, 
helping Verdun win the QMJHL title. He earned the Guy Lafleur Trophy 
as Memorial Cup MVP despite Verdun failing to reach the tournament 
final. 

In 1983, the team LaFontaine once needed a map to locate drafted him 
No. 3 overall. 

Rather than turn pro, however, he chose to join Team USA for the 1984 
Olympics in Sarajevo. The Americans finished seventh, although 
LaFontaine had five goals and three assists in three games. 

“Think back to when I was 15,” LaFontaine said. “If you were to tell me, 3 
1/2 years later, I’d be representing my country on the Olympic team? And 
then a week later I’m lining up, turn to my right and it’s Bobby Nystrom, 
and turn to my left and it’s John Tonelli?” 
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But think back even further to that whirlwind day on double runners, the 
tears and the joy. The day was a harbinger for a professional career 
marked by alternating spells of heartbreak and exhilaration. 

LaFontaine’s second NHL game was a lulu. 

Against his father’s favorite team in Maple Leaf Gardens and on “Hockey 
Night in Canada,” LaFontaine produced a hat trick plus two assists in an 
11-6 Islanders victory. 

The 5-foot-10, 170-pound LaFontaine, who would be a perennial Lady 
Byng candidate, also picked up his first NHL penalty during a second-
period exchange with Toronto bruiser Jim Korn. Also within the 
sequence, Nystrom and Korn went to the penalty box for roughing. 
Nystrom pummeled Korn upon their release. 

The Islanders, ahead 5-3 at the time, scored six goals over the next 15 
minutes. 

“The game was over and you know what my dad said?” LaFontaine 
asked. “He didn’t say anything about scoring my first goal. He just said, 
‘Now you know why they win.’ 

“It was all about character and the sacrifice it takes for a team to be 
successful.” 

LaFontaine spent eight years with the Islanders, reaching the playoffs six 
times. Mononucleosis and a shoulder injury stunted his first two seasons, 
but he nonetheless became a force. LaFontaine scored one of the most 
memorable goals in Islanders history, in the fourth overtime to snuff the 
Washington Capitals in Game 7 of the 1987 Patrick Division semifinal 
(aka the Easter Epic) at 1:58 a.m. 

A contract dispute forced his trade in October 1991 to the Buffalo Sabres, 
with whom he’d make another mark as a leader and a lethal scorer. He 
amassed 46 goals and 47 assists that season in just 57 games because 
of the holdout and a broken jaw. 

As captain in 1992-93 — and on a line between Alexander Mogilny and 
Dave Andreychuk — he recorded 53 goals and 95 assists. LaFontaine’s 
148 points remain Buffalo’s record. No one has more than 95 points 
since. 

A knee injury in the 1993 playoffs carried over, ending LaFontaine’s 
1993-94 season after only 16 games. While recovering, he spent time 
visiting children at Roswell Park Cancer Institute and at Women and 
Children’s Hospital. The purpose was to cheer up sick kids, but they 
inspired him just as much. 

Those interactions led to his Companions in Courage Foundation, an 
organization that builds and supplies interactive computer playrooms so 
hospitalized children can “escape their everyday life for even a little bit.” 

Concussions scuttled LaFontaine’s scintillating NHL career. 

In October 1998, a vicious hit from 6-foot-6 Pittsburgh Penguins 
defenseman Francois Leroux dislodged LaFontaine’s helmet, leaving the 
center’s head unprotected as it struck the ice. LaFontaine was 
unconscious for several minutes. 

But he hastily returned to the ice and played seven more games before 
Sabres coach Ted Nolan pulled him from the lineup. The Sabres sent 
their captain to the Mayo Clinic for a neurological evaluation. LaFontaine 
asked his father, recently diagnosed with prostate cancer, to join him and 
wife Marybeth for support. 

LaFontaine was dizzy, dealing with migraine headaches and depression 
and nausea and mood swings. Among the six brain specialists he 
estimated seeing, one asked LaFontaine if felt like he had been “violated 
and had the enthusiasm ripped out” of him. 

“That’s when I fell apart,” LaFontaine said. “I’d been trying to hold it 
together. I finally believed someone outside of Ted Nolan understood 
what had been happening. 

“I went through pretty severe depression and took a long time to recover. 
It’s a scary place of losing your mind a little bit. But my dad was there.” 

And because of that, LaFontaine feels doubly blessed. 

LaFontaine had convinced his father to bring the information regarding 
his cancer diagnosis. His original doctors planned on brachytherapy, a 
treatment where tiny, radioactive seeds are implanted in the prostate. 

“It’s a story people probably don’t know,” LaFontaine said, “and this is 
why I always say there are no coincidences. 

“The Sabres’ team doctor was able to hook my dad up with a urologist for 
a second opinion. The Mayo Clinic urologist told him they just take it out 
because sometimes you can’t tell how aggressive the cancer is until it’s 
too late.” 

John LaFontaine took the Mayo Clinic’s advice and had his prostate 
removed. The cancer was encapsulated, but a follow-up test showed a 
more potent cancer than previously expected. 

“They believe the seeds wouldn’t have worked,” Pat LaFontaine said. 
“I’m grateful we got those extra years. 

“If I had to go through my concussions all over again, as tough as it was, 
to find out he needed that surgery, I’d do it all over again.” 

After the Leroux concussion, Buffalo’s front office refused to let 
LaFontaine play there again, although noted neurologist Dr. James Kelly 
cleared him to return. 

The Sabres traded him to the New York Rangers for a second-round 
draft choice. He led the Rangers with 23 goals through 67 games, when 
a freak collision with linemate Mike Keane gave LaFontaine another brain 
injury. 

He was diagnosed with six concussions over his final nine years. At his 
farewell news conference, he guessed he suffered four or five others that 
weren’t officially identified. 

Given what brain research has shown about CTE from repeated 
concussions, LaFontaine was asked how watching dementia overtake his 
father the past seven years has affected his own long-term cognitive 
concerns. 

“My dad’s greatest challenge was dementia and how he had to face that,” 
LaFontaine replied. “I can’t imagine how hard that had to be. You live 
your life through shared experiences and memories.” 

He noted his father’s long-term memory remained sharp for the first four 
or five years, but the past couple was all-encompassing. 

“I’ve had no residual effects,” LaFontaine said. “Dr. Kelly has told me that 
when my short-term memory starts to go naturally, the rest could go 
quicker because there’s been damage. But it’s a measure of keeping 
busy, staying healthy, staying active, doing the right things. 

“My dad was always like that, and, obviously, seeing him deal with 
dementia reminds me to be present as a husband and a father.” 

When John LaFontaine was buried Sept. 27 at All Saints Cemetery in 
Waterford, Mich., he again was next to his wife, Giselle, 18 years after 
her death from heart disease. She was 62, living long enough to witness 
her son’s 2003 induction into the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

“My dad took care of my mom,” Pat said. “He was selfless. That was the 
love of his life. 

“He struggled for a couple years there before he got his step back. Then 
he reveled in the grandkids, passing along his wisdom and being present 
for his grandkids. What a wonderful gift that was to watch it all come full 
circle.” 

In retirement, the lessons Pat LaFontaine learned from his father were 
carried out in the son’s backyard, albeit with more money at his disposal. 
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On his Lloyd Harbor estate, with panoramic views of the Long Island 
Sound across to Connecticut, he had “The Barn” constructed. NHL.com 
wrote it “might be one of the most impressive home rinks in the country.” 

“We had actual chillers, a John Deere mini-Zamboni, locker rooms,” 
LaFontaine said. “Our kids skated. We had practice with my son’s team, 
and the girls would have Friday night skates with their friends.” 

He also staged an annual hockey tournament appropriately called the 
Williams Lake Cup in homage to where the rink John LaFontaine 
maintained for his kids back in Michigan. The three-on-three shinny event 
let plumbers, doctors, lawyers and electricians skate alongside former 
NHLers such as Nystrom, Clark Gillies, Brendan Shanahan, Glenn 
Anderson and Benoit Hogue. Microsoft flew in a couple corporate teams. 
Ironman legend Graham Fraser brought a team from Lake Placid. Actor 
Denis Leary led one from Boston. 

There were only three rules, clearly written: No slap shots. No checking. 
No crying. 

“All the guys brought their kids,” said LaFontaine, a father of three and 
grandfather of 2-year-old Patrick. “We were 12-year-old boys for the 
whole weekend, big smiles, raising money and having fun. 

“In some ways, it was another way to recreate my childhood.” 

The 2010 Williams Cup MVP was awarded to John LaFontaine for his 
dedication to the event. Those who were at Meehan’s Pub for the post-
tourney dinner still talk about his speech. 

“The guys loved it,” Pat said. “He just talked about what the game of 
hockey means, talked about family and what the game teaches you. The 
passion and the love allow you to connect with all the memories of 
growing up. 

“Hockey’s greatest value is the life skills it teaches you. Long after the 
game is over, it lives inside of you.” 
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Hockey Canada maintained a third, largely shielded reserve fund for 
uninsured claims 

 

Katie Strang9-12 minutes 17/10/2022 

 

An interim report on the governance review into Hockey Canada 
revealed that the national sports organization established a third fund of 
cash reserves for uninsured claims, which was largely shielded from 
public view and accounting. The organization also resisted calls for 
financial transparency because it was worried its large cash surplus 
would hurt its bargaining position in settlements, such as those it has 
made in the past with sexual assault survivors. 

Though the report, conducted by former justice of the Supreme Court of 
Canada, the Honourable Thomas Cromwell, is only a preliminary 
accounting of his findings (he expects to issue his full report by the end of 
October), the results are revelatory, according to one expert in charity 
oversight. And while the top-line findings that Cromwell investigated 
garnered news coverage, there are alarming details found deeper within 
the 103-page report. 

“It’s pretty damning,” said Kate Bahen, managing director of Charity 
Intelligence Canada. 

Drawing from dozens of interviews with Hockey Canada officials, 
financial statements, Board of Directors minutes and other primary 
source documents, Cromwell concluded that Hockey Canada’s 
possession of a National Equity Fund to pay out on uninsured claims, 
primarily fueled by player registration fees, is indeed shrewd risk 

management. However, the overall transparency regarding the fund and 
the way its use is communicated to members and participants is flawed. 

But Cromwell’s interim report dives further into Hockey Canada’s use of 
reserve funds to uncover several other significant revelations, including: 

Hockey Canada worried that being viewed as an organization with deep 
pockets would make it a target of claims, including those from sexual 
assault survivors, and would hurt its bargaining position in any settlement 
talks. Hockey Canada also stated that, should its financial statements be 
made readily available, that could adversely impact its position with 
sponsors and could lead to negative media portrayals. 

Hockey Canada developed a third fund during the 2007-08 fiscal year 
that was originally designed to shield participants from rising insurance 
premiums. The Insurance Rate Stabilization Fund is now also used as a 
third reserve fund for uninsurable claims, which has largely been 
shielded from public view. 

Cromwell found that Hockey Canada could not account for certain 
expenditures it professed to be making on account of the National Equity 
Fund and did not receive a clear explanation as to how that fund was 
managed and by whom. 

In a letter announcing Hockey Canada’s action plan, released in July, the 
organization pledged “transparency and accountability in meeting our 
commitments.” The pledge came at a time when the organization was 
under siege from federal lawmakers and the greater public after it was 
revealed that Hockey Canada had reached an out-of-court settlement 
with a young woman in May 2022 who said she was sexually assaulted 
by eight junior hockey players at a Hockey Canada Foundation event in 
London, Ontario, in June 2018. 

But in the governance review that began shortly thereafter, Hockey 
Canada spurned recommendations by the Canadian Olympic 
Committee’s NSO code, saying that some proposals, such as making 
financial statements and minutes of member meetings available to the 
public were not “well-suited for their organization.” 

“Although Hockey Canada has achieved considerable financial success 
over the years, Hockey Canada is concerned that being seen as an 
organization with ‘deep pockets’ could create some negative 
implications,” the review states. “For example, this could have an effect 
on their bargaining power with respect to the settlement of lawsuits, and 
this could also influence the amount of money that sponsors would be 
willing to offer in the future. 

“This is not to mention the fact that the media could use this information 
to depict a negative image of the organization.” 

According to Hockey Canada’s audited financial statement for 2021, 
accessed via public records request, the organization had $143.5 million 
in cash and investments. 

According to the governance review, Hockey Canada has paid out 21 
settlements from the National Equity Fund, a fund fueled by player 
registration fees, from 1989-2022. Ten of those claims were related to 
injuries where the claims exceeded available insurance coverage; the 
remaining 11 claims related to sexual misconduct. The most recent of 
those claims was related to the 2018 incident in London. 

The Globe and Mail first reported the existence of the NEF and 
subsequently identified a second fund, the Participants Legacy Trust 
Fund (though the Legacy Trust has not funded any settlements, 
according to the governance review). Cromwell’s report unveiled details 
on a third fund, the Insurance Rate Stabilization Fund. 

Originally conceived as part of Hockey Canada’s “risk matrix,” the IRS 
Fund was approved by the Board of Directors during the 2007-08 fiscal 
year to “buffer against future increases in insurance rates” according to 
the governance review, which also uncovered that “the IRS Fund is now 
also used as a reserve fund, which is not indicated on the financial 
statements.” 
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“Hockey Canada has no formal policy governing the IRS Fund,” the 
review states. “Hockey Canada has authorized several intra-fund 
transfers from the NEF to the other Pillar funds over the years, the vast 
majority of these going to the IRS Fund.” 

According to the policy, one of the IRS Fund’s purposes is to “pay liability 
settlements for claims related to Hockey Canada’s uninsured period, 
including fiscal years 1986-87 to 1994-95.” 

By 2015, a “substantial portion” of the NEF was earmarked for claims 
described by Hockey Canada as general reserves for “concussions and 
sexual abuse.” 

Cromwell found that “on the advice of its auditors, Hockey Canada 
removed the presentation of the reserves from the 2015-16 audited 
financial statements, which had been listed as liabilities in previous 
financial statements.” 

“Hockey Canada became concerned that this change on the financial 
statements inflated the NEF balance artificially, which might signal a 
large pool of funds set aside for potential claimants and thus might 
increase the likelihood of additional claims,” the review states. As a 
result, on Nov. 17, 2016, the board approved a transfer of $10.25 million 
from the NEF to the IRS Fund “for the purpose of providing financial 
support against potential future non-insured claims.” The intra-fund 
transfer, which essentially created a reserve sub-fund for uninsured 
claims, was noted in the board minutes as a way to “add” to the IRS 
Fund’s purpose, though “this expanded purpose was and is still not 
reflected in the audited financial statements, which show the IRS fund as 
a fund to buffer insurance premiums,” the review states. 

Put simply? 

“They were worried about transparency and they were trying to avoid 
disclosure,” Bahen said, stating that the balance was neither artificial nor 
inflated. 

According to Charity Intelligence Canada’s calculations, from 2016-21 
the board has approved the transfer of $17 million from the National 
Equity Fund to the IRS Fund, though there has been little clarity about 
the IRS Fund’s purpose or full scope in those corresponding financial 
statements. 

“We have a third fund. It’s hidden. It’s not disclosed. And you can see 
from the interview notes it was established to hide from sexual assault 
survivors the true picture of Hockey Canada,” Bahen said, referring to the 
organization’s surplus of reserves. “And it was hidden from the 
members.” 

Functionally, the IRS Fund now operates as two distinct sub-funds, one 
to buffer insurance premiums (which remained constant from 2000-17, 
but increased afterward), and the other as the reserve on uninsured 
claims. Only the total amount of the IRS Fund is reflected on audited 
financial statements, however, and though Hockey Canada disclosed 
that it retains an internal document to track the reserve fund balance, that 
balance is “not routinely provided to members.” 

Additionally, Cromwell notes that some of the benevolent uses of the 
NEF that Hockey Canada touts, such as wellness initiatives that included 
providing players impacted by sexual misconduct, post-traumatic stress 
disorder and injury with counseling services, could not be adequately 
accounted for in the review. 

“These expenditures were not consistently recorded in the financial 
statements or general ledger,” the review states, adding that its review of 
the NEF general ledger from 2014 to present “does not clearly indicate 
that the NEF funded counselling services or treatments for Participants.” 

Furthermore, he did not seem to get a straight answer as to who even 
managed the NEF and the disbursement of money. 

Following the release of the interim report, Hockey Canada passed a set 
of bylaw changes at a special meeting over the weekend, including 
amendments to the Board of Directors’ term limits and election and 

nomination processes in advance of the election slated to take place in 
December 2022. 

Earlier last week, CEO Scott Smith left the organization and the entire 
Board of Directors agreed to step down. 

The findings from the interim report are limited in scope. Bahen 
described the process as being asked to do a full building inspection but 
to be allowed only into the downstairs powder room. The abundance of 
questions prompted by the preliminary findings, she said, make a clear 
case that this story is not going away any time soon. 
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ESPN / John Tortorella at helm of hard reset for Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Emily Kaplan 

7-8 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

It was opening night for the Philadelphia Flyers, and pessimism swirled 
ahead of the Thursday night game against the New Jersey Devils. 
Forward Joel Farabee checked Twitter before arriving to the rink. 

"Everyone is already saying our season is done," Farabee said. "No one 
believes in us but ourselves." 

A clip of John Tortorella is making the rounds on the internet, as a 
reporter asked if the coach found something the Flyers are good at and 
can possibly build an identity around. 

"No," Tortorella said. 

Then came the pregame introduction at Wells Fargo Arena in 
Philadelphia. When injured defenseman Ryan Ellis' name was 
announced, the crowd erupted in boos. 

Welcome to life in a city with unrelenting passion -- where patience is not 
a luxury its sports teams enjoy. The Flyers know they can't hide. The 
organization has come to terms with its reality. 

The 2021-22 season was dismal. "There was a crazy amount of adversity 
we faced," general manager Chuck Fletcher said. "And we didn't handle 
it well, to put it mildly." 

Added veteran Cam Atkinson: "There were things that went on last year 
that I didn't appreciate. ... It was a bit of a country club feel." 

Initially, Fletcher said he believed his team was hamstrung by a series of 
unfortunate events -- including roughly 500 man games lost to injury -- 
and was an "aggressive retool" away from contending again. After a 
summer of soul-searching, the organization changed its tune. 

Tortorella was hired for a hard reset. The veteran coach, to a fault, says 
exactly what he feels. His first task? "Finding out who wants to be part of 
this," he said. And that means both young players the organization had 
been counting on and veterans who have been around for years. 

A team that hires Tortorella knows what it is signing up for. Things are 
going to change, and the process isn't always going to be smooth. But in 
the end, the team has an identity -- something lacking with the Flyers the 
past few seasons. 

"We have zero respect in this league. I'm willing to admit that," Tortorella 
said. "But that's what gets me going. I love this opportunity." 

FLYERS FANS WANTED another signing this summer: Johnny 
Gaudreau. The South Jersey product, one of the most skilled wingers in 
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the league, made it known he'd love to play for his hometown team after 
leaving Calgary. 

"We had a ton of discussions about Johnny and other top free agents 
and how to best spend money," Fletcher said. "But to sign one of these 
$70 million, top-end players, we needed to clear cap space. That would 
have required us parting with first-round picks. And coming off a 61-point 
season, that just wasn't palatable to us." 

As the organization received more clarity on Ellis' prognosis -- which was 
not looking good -- defense became a priority. A major trade acquisition 
from Nashville in 2021, Ellis has played just four games with the Flyers, 
dealing with an injury that has been identified as a torn psoas muscle in 
his back. 

According to both Fletcher and Ellis' agent, the defenseman is not 
considering retirement yet. He'd desperately like to play, and is working 
toward that goal. This season, Ellis is living in South Jersey with his 
family and has been working out at the team facility. Being with the team 
has improved Ellis' mental health, his agent said. But the 31-year-old is 
still living with pain and having some hard days. It's highly unlikely Ellis 
will play this season. 

Ellis was acquired to team with Ivan Provorov on Philadelphia's top 
defensive pairing. So the Flyers used their cap space this summer to sign 
Tony DeAngelo (two years, $10 million) to play with Provorov. They also 
spent big on a contract extension for Travis Sanheim (eight years, $50 
million). 

The team wants better defensive structure to support Carter Hart. A 
team's success is too often dependent on goaltending, and Tortorella 
said one of his No. 1 priorities is "letting the young goalie play." 

Hart has long been viewed as the solution to the organization's decades-
long goaltending carousel. Over Hart's four-year career, he's been solid 
but not spectacular: 62-61-16, a .905 save percentage and 2.97 goals-
against average. 

"He just turned 24 years old," Tortorella stressed, once again reminding 
the fans to be patient. 

And the team hasn't played well in front of Hart, which has made the 
goaltender's job harder. 

Learning to defend as a team -- and committing to defending -- is a 
Tortorella hallmark. 

"You don't f---ing win if you don't know how to play away from the puck," 
he said. 

TORTORELLA HAS A reputation for being hard-nosed, but it's the worst-
kept secret in the league that the coach has a huge heart. 

"All people see are the YouTube clips that were from, you know, 10-plus 
years ago," said Atkinson, who played for Tortorella for six years in 
Columbus. "And don't get me wrong, he's had his moments. He's a fiery 
guy and wants to win just as bad as you do. 

"But he's also one of the best guys I've ever known and -- a great 
communicator, checks in on you from time to time, asks how your 
family's doing, your kids, how your mom and dad are doing." 

Atkinson said he advocated for Fletcher to bring Tortorella to 
Philadelphia. "As I get older, I only have so many years left," the 33-year-
old Atkinson said. "And I want to win." 

The work begins now. Tortorella training camps are notorious for being 
heavy on conditioning. All players were required to come in at 11% body 
fat or under. And they did. 

That helps cater to Tortorella's style, which requires commitment to 
structure and details. 

"His teams in Columbus weren't the highest-skilled teams, but their puck 
possession numbers were top 10 in the league," Fletcher said. "We want 

to look like that. If we don't have enough skill to score as much as other 
teams, that might be our reality." 

Fletcher revealed something else about Tortorella: "He keeps saying, 
'I've changed, I've changed.'" 

While Tortorella conditioned the players hard in camp, the coach was 
also checking in with the sports science and newly revamped medical 
staff, Fletcher said. And there were no more runs, just hard skates. 

Tortorella said the biggest way he's changed is in his approach with 
younger players. 

"I listen more. I do," he said. "I think you have to with the athlete in 
today's world. I think it's the right way to coach, to empower them. But I 
can't let it run away from me, where if I listen too much -- human nature is 
they take advantage of that. 

"I'm still going to push them. I'm still going to be hard, be disciplined. But I 
want them to be part of the equation with me. That's the biggest thing I'm 
trying to get better at. Am I rock solid? Absolutely not. But I'm working on 
it." 

Tortorella doesn't want his team to be the Broad Street Bullies. But he 
does think it can have the toughness to give it an identity the city will fall 
back in love with. It's just going to take a hard reset to get there. 

ESPN LOADED: 10.18.2022 

1255574 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Sheldon Keefe points at Maple Leafs' 'elite players' in 
sleepy loss to Coyotes 

 

Luke Fox October 18, 2022, 12:22 AM 

 

TORONTO – How many bullets does Sheldon Keefe have left in the 
chamber? 

After the Toronto Maple Leafs coughed up Wednesday’s opener in 
Montreal, the head coach deemed it an “unacceptable” showing against 
last year’s 32nd-place team. 

Following Monday’s 4-2 sleepy defeat to the Arizona Coyotes — last 
year’s 31st-place outfit and a house-of-cards roster purposely 
constructed to collapse — Keefe gestured toward his offensive 
superstars. 

No stinker, it seems, will fade quietly in this season of desperation and 
expectation. 

“Our best people have not found a rhythm,” Keefe said. 

“The difference between us and Arizona is that we have elite players. 
And our elite players didn’t play like elite players.” 

'Our elite players didn't play like elite players': Keefe on Leafs' loss to 
Coyotes 

Through four uneven outings in six nights, William Nylander, Morgan 
Rielly, John Tavares, and Mitch Marner are all averaging a point per 
game. Auston Matthews has two points and has yet to shoot a puck into 
the net, his only goal coming off a tip. 

The core stars haven’t been awful by any means, and Week 1 is much 
too early to panic, but injuries are mounting, the power-play is meh, and 
the Leafs’ trademark offence has yet to erupt in a meaningful way. 

A 2-2 record is, at best, underwhelming when you consider the four 
opponents Toronto has faced so far — among which we’re not convinced 
there is a single playoff-bound team. 
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What’s more concerning is the lack of jump and execution from a core 
that swore it was emboldened by another one of general manager Kyle 
Dubas’s stamps of belief and another refusal to make significant off-
season changes. 

Same ol’ group, same ol’ hesitancy to put the boots to the NHL’s weak 
teams. 

“We’re disappointed. We didn’t play as well as we’re capable of. Not 
every night is going to be your best, and you got to find a way to get life 
into your game,” captain John Tavares said. 

Which sounds like a quote you’d hear in the dog days of late January, not 
on Day 6. 

Keefe figured his group’s territorial dominance in the first period actually 
had a negative effect as it “lulled them to sleep.” Toronto’s third-string 
goalie, Erik Källgren, didn’t see a puck until after the 10-minute mark. By 
the time he saw his seventh, two had slipped past him. 

Despite skating without top-line forward Nick Schmaltz and top-pair 
defenceman Jakob Chychrun, Arizona found a way to clog middle ice, 
capitalize on special teams, dress the better goalie, and grind out two 
points that served neither franchise well. 

Remember: It wasn’t so long ago these same Maple Leafs waived the 
Coyotes’ current No. 1 centre (Travis Boyd) and handed Arizona its top 
scorer (Nick Ritchie) in a salary-dump deal. 

It’s no give that talent will triumph. 

An ornery home crowd booed the Maple Leafs off the ice as the second-
period buzzer sounded, and the players took note. 

“It is what it is. I mean, I think we all sensed it,” Rielly said. 

“You can tell your fans’ frustration through the game,” Marner added. 
“Just poor execution. Not good enough at all. Lots of lost battles. A lot of 
lost footraces to pucks.” 

Add injury to an insulting loss. 

Jake Muzzin collided with Clayton Keller and departed the game with an 
injured neck. No update on the severity of his injury was given post-
game. Considering the defenceman’s bout with concussions last winter, 
it’s a frightening sight. 

 “That's probably my best friend on this team,” Marner said. “It’s outside 
of hockey. It's way bigger. He's got two unbelievable daughters, 
unbelievable wife, and you just wish the very best for him. You have so 
much to live for in this life with your family and stuff like that, so hopefully 
everything's OK with him. And we’re very blessed to have an 
unbelievable medical staff here that takes care of their players very well 
and knows what to do. So, I'll try and check in with him here soon.” 

Of course, there is gobs of time for Matthews & Co. to find their groove. 
Heck, the Leafs tiptoed gently into last October and finished with the best 
regular season in franchise history. 

Restless fans are correct to expect better. Keefe sure does, and he's 
pulling whatever strings within reach to summon it. 

Expect lineup tweaks Thursday, when Dallas rolls into town. Second-line 
winger Denis Malgin’s 8:44 ice time in Monday’s loss has a Nick 
Robertson debut written all over it. And Victor Mete is ready to play if 
Muzzin cannot. 

“This is a game we need to win,” Keefe said, plainly. 

OK, sure. But it was a game the Coyotes wanted to win. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Nick Ritchie’s first 27 games for the Maple Leafs: one goal. 

Nick Ritchie’s first 27 games for the Coyotes: 13 goals. 

• The Coyotes improved to 10-4-2 all-time at Scotiabank Arena. Among 
current NHL rinks in which Arizona has played more than once, the team 
owns its highest points percentage (.688) in Toronto. 

“There was a discussion, for sure” on Robertson; give group a chance to 
respond with threat of scratches now behind them; Malgin – nice job, 
good goal in first game; needs to keep puck moving and finding his 
linemates; not expected to carry line, “But he has to complement.” Happy 
so far. Nick here now. Flexibility and accountability. 

• The Maple Leafs took issue when Alexander Kerfoot’s would-be tying 
goal with 37.7 seconds on the clock was wiped off the board due to a 
Morgan Rielly hand pass. 

In a challenge initiated by the Situation Room, it was deemed that Mitch 
Marner was the first player to gain possession of the puck after Rielly 
batted it, even though the puck hit the skate of Arizona’s Clayton Keller. 

“I thought he kicked the puck,” Tavares said. “Unfortunately, that didn’t 
go our way either.” 

 • Matthews is tight with Keller. The two train and hang out together in the 
summer, speak frequently during the season and could be seen catching 
up post-game between dressing rooms. 

Keller leaned on his friend as he rehabbed his way back from major 
surgery on a broken leg. 

“I went through something similar in junior where I broke my femur as 
well,” Matthews says. “He put in a lot of work this summer. His main goal 
was to be ready by the start of the season, so I’m happy that he's back 
and playing.” 

Keller has gained recent praise from coach André Tourigny for his 
penalty-killing prowess. 

“He competes extremely hard, and he’s very smart. Similar to Mitchy 
[Marner] in a way, where he's obviously a top offensive guy but just the 
way he sees the game and anticipates the play, he’s really effective on 
the on the penalty kill as well,” Matthews observes. 

• Thinking of Borje Salming, whose battle with ALS has taken a 
distressing turn. According to a story in Expressen, Sweden’s national 
newspaper, the Maple Leafs legend can no longer speak. The 71-year-
old is now using an iPad to communicate and being fed through a tube. 

"It's a pain every day to see how bad Borje is,” wife Pia says in the 
article. 

Stay strong, Borje. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Mentally weak' Canucks making history for all the wrong 
reasons 

 

Iain MacIntyre October 18, 2022, 12:34 AM 

 

WASHINGTON – It has never been difficult envisioning ways for the 
Vancouver Canucks to lose. 

Even in their good years, calamity always seemed to be lurking. They’re 
the only franchise in the National Hockey League that is 0-3 in Stanley 
Cup Finals. And in the bad years, which have been multiplying, there is 
the constant whiff of defeatism surrounding the team.  

Despite what we’ve witnessed the last week, it’s too early to say if this 
season will be one of the good ones or bad ones because, honestly, it’s 
impossible to process or find context for the way the Canucks have lost 
their opening three games. 
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They remained pointless – and became even more fragile – Monday 
when they took a two-goal lead into the final period against the 
Washington Capitals and lost 6-4. 

This followed another two-goal choke in Saturday’s 3-2 loss to the 
Philadelphia Flyers, and a three-goal collapse in Wednesday’s season-
opening 5-3 setback against the Edmonton Oilers, which already kind of 
feels like the good old days. 

The Canucks surrendered the final five goals in Edmonton, the last three 
in Philadelphia and the final four in Washington, where Vancouver’s 4-2 
lead entering the third period felt like a gag - a setup. 

The Capitals scored four straight in the third period, three of them 
finished or created by Alex Ovechkin. Four goals for the Capitals, four 
shots for the Canucks. Two of the goals were open-net tap-ins by players 
unmarked by defenders. 

Over three games, the Canucks have blown a cumulative 9-2 lead while 
being outscored 7-0 in the third period. Even for a team so accustomed 
to losing, this path to defeat has been untrodden until now. 

Sportsnet Stats tweeted Monday that the Canucks are the first team in 
NHL history to lose its first three games of the season by blowing multi-
goal leads in each. But the league is only 105 years old. 

“We have a lot of veteran guys that have been there and done that, 
including myself, where we just can't let this happen,” Canucks captain 
Bo Horvat said. 

“I don't know if I have been through something like this; I think it might be 
a first. But enough excuses. We've just got to hold each other 
accountable. Every guy in this room has to be a heckuva lot better. We 
did great things. We did. We did unreal things in all three games, I 
thought, in the first 40 minutes. But it takes a full 60 to win a hockey 
game, and it starts with myself. 

“We can't get down on ourselves and feel sorry for ourselves every time 
they score. It's how you bounce back the next shift, no matter what. Right 
now, we're just showing some immaturity and, again, it starts with me. 
I've got to do better things, be a better leader, and eventually things are 
going to turn around.” 

'It's unacceptable': Horvat on Canucks third straight loss to start season 

Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau, working without a safety net on an 
expiring contract that suddenly looks even more tenuous, said: “It did 
look like we started to -- what's the word I'm looking for -  just sort of 
collapse and were afraid to win. They came at us pretty good (in the third 
period), and we just didn't handle it very well.” 

Later, he added to the theme: “I think right now, mentally weak would be 
a good assessment. When you're on a roll, you're waiting for good things 
to happen. When you're in something like this, you're waiting for 
something bad to happen.” 

Boudreau assesses Canucks play as 'mentally weak' following loss to 
Capitals 

The Canucks visit the Columbus Blue Jackets on Tuesday before their 
five-game joyride ends Thursday against the Minnesota Wild, which 
could be the best team Vancouver faces before its home-opener against 
the Buffalo Sabres on Saturday. 

The Canucks' place in history was not among the topics discussed by 
players after the game when they sent out the trainers, closed the 
dressing room doors and talked among themselves about what in the 
world is going on. 

“The only way to win in this league is by defending,” defenceman Luke 
Schenn told reporters afterwards. “You can let your skill take over and 
you're going to put up goals with the power play and you're going to be 
able to create offence based on the skill you have. And we're showing 
that. But the only true way that teams win in this league and win 
championships is by defending. 

“We've got to defend way harder. We're leaving guys open backdoor, 
even strength, in the third period. And that's not singling anyone out. It's 
just reality: we don't defend hard enough, we don't stop on pucks. The 
only way is to become detailed in your own end and harder (to play 
against). 

'Afraid to win': Boudreau on Canucks' blown lead to Capitals 

“The good teams who are consistent and win. . . are the teams that take 
care of the puck and the teams that defend well. That's really all there is 
to it. We've had multiple-goal leads in all three games, so clearly scoring 
isn't our issue.” 

One of the authors of the Bible was also named Luke, and we’d take 
anything Schenn says about winning as gospel since he returned to the 
Canucks after collecting consecutive Stanley Cups with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

Schenn wasn’t singling anyone out, but Conor Sheary skated untouched 
past Canuck defenceman Quinn Hughes to convert Ovechkin’s slap-pass 
on Washington’s winning goal at 12:44. And Ovechkin took advantage of 
the no-touch zone behind Elias Pettersson and Nils Hoglander to score 
similarly at 17:02. 

John Carlsson had tied the game 4-4 at 8:43, finding space between the 
crossbar and goalie Thatcher Demko’s shoulder, to score shortside from 
a sharpish angle after Canuck callup Noah Juulsen passed the puck into 
turnovers twice in a few seconds. 

Horvat, Pettersson, J.T. Miller and Curtis Lazar scored earlier for the 
Canucks. Pettersson and Hughes had two assists apiece, so 
Vancouver's best players did some things right. 

“It's pretty tough right now,” veteran defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson 
said as he headed for the bus and a quiet flight to Columbus. “You don't 
really have the confidence when you've been up two games in a row and 
they've been coming back in the third, so I think it's a little bit back in your 
head. But. . . I believe in this team and I know that we all do. It's going to 
be a tough game tomorrow, too. But it's a perfect game to get out of this.” 

Ekman-Larsson has been through a lot of players-only meetings. 

“The bottom line is we know what we have to do,” he said. “It's just a 
matter of how are we going to do it and how are we going to get over this 
thing here. A lot of guys spoke up and spoke from the heart. I mean, at 
the end of the day, we've got to play for each other." 

And check somebody. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mature Guhle dominant in Canadiens' win over Crosby, 
Penguins 

 

Eric Engels October 17, 2022, 11:56 PM 

 

MONTREAL — There was a moment earlier on Monday, several hours 
before notching his first two NHL points in a 3-2 overtime win for his 
Montreal Canadiens at the Bell Centre, that Kaiden Guhle actually 
appeared like a 20-year-old. 

It wasn’t even a full moment, but more of an instant where this kid 
allowed himself to be a kid, betraying the wise-beyond-his-years, veteran 
personality he’s displayed since arriving in Montreal earlier this fall. 

Guhle had just spent a few minutes answering questions about his 
upcoming first game against Sidney Crosby. The Edmonton native had 
said what you’d imagine anyone in his situation would say, referring to 
the Pittsburgh Penguins star as “one of the greatest all time” and 
qualifying the prospect of facing him as “surreal” and “exciting,” but he 
had done so emotionlessly, as if to suggest he was unfazed by this task. 

Then he sat down to peel off the rest of his equipment and shook his 
head. 

It was as if he realized right then and there what was really in front of 
him. 

We sat down next to him and said, “Man, Auston Matthews, Dylan Larkin, 
Alex Ovechkin, and now Crosby … Welcome to the NHL.” 

Guhle, who had done very well against the Toronto Maple Leafs, Detroit 
Red Wings and Washington Capitals before facing Crosby’s Penguins, 
chuckled and responded: “He’s got six points in two games and is 
leading the league in scoring.” 

Then he shook his head again — this time perhaps to get the idea that 
this was a big deal out of there. 

Save $50 for a limited time! 

To get fans ready for puck drop, Sportsnet NOW is having a sale on the 
PREMIUM Annual Pass! Get your pass for $199.99 + tax (reg. $249.99) 
and stream over 1,000 national and out-of-market games. Sale ends Oct. 
23, 2022. 

It wasn’t long after the puck dropped on this game that Guhle made it 
clear he was anything but overwhelmed. And by the time Kirby Dach 
placed it in the net for his first goal as a Canadien — at 3:09 of the extra 
frame — Guhle had already put a wrap on his best performance at this 
level. 

“I thought he was the best player on the ice,” said a scout in attendance. 

Us, too. 

Evgeni Malkin scored two goals for Pittsburgh. Bryan Rust popped two 
assists. Nick Suzuki had a goal and an assist for Montreal. Cole Caufield 
had a beauty to tie the game 2-2 late in the third with the Canadiens 
skating 6-on-5. 

But this was Guhle’s night. 

In just his fourth NHL game, he led both teams in time on ice (24:43) and 
shifts (32), played 2:54 shorthanded and even jumped on the power play 
for 1:54, registered three shots on net and seven attempts, had three hits 
and three takeaways, and blocked one shot and absolutely dominated. 

“He was awesome,” said Canadiens teammate Jake Evans. 

There’s awesome, and then there’s playing against Crosby for 15:28 of 
the Penguins captain’s 18:58 on the ice and holding him to just one shot 
on net and zero points. 

Guhle didn’t seem like a kid doing that. 

Nor did he seem like one sending Suzuki up-ice for the goal that got the 
Canadiens to within one of Pittsburgh’s lead just over a minute into the 
first period. 

Guhle skated around his own net and crossed over to the right side of the 
ice to shake Jake Guentzel’s forecheck. He spotted Suzuki flashing 
through the neutral zone and ripped a cross-ice backhand right to his 
stick. 

You want to talk about composure, you had to hear how casual Guhle’s 
tone was in later describing how he came up with that play. 

“I just saw he had a step on him,” he started. “It’s a fast game, didn’t 
have time to go to the forehand. He was flying, so I was just trying to put 
it in an area for him and it just happened to be on his tape and he made a 
great play and scored. But yeah, it’s a fast game and you gotta make 
plays on your backhand sometimes.” 

Yeah, like sometimes you have to flip pucks out of your own end on your 
backhand. 

It would be a stretch to say you generally have to make bullet breakout 
passes across the ice with it in a game. 

Here’s how Evans described that rare play: 

“That pass to Nick was incredible,” he said. “It takes a lot of confidence to 
do that, and that was a really nice play.” 

Guhle made another one to get the puck to Jonathan Drouin, who sent a 
gorgeous pass to Caufield for the game-tying goal. 

Then, on the opening shift of overtime, Guhle broke up a 3-on-1 by diving 
down to stop a cross-seam pass from Kris Letang. 

He was named the second star only because Dach scored the game 
winner. 

Then Guhle came into the Canadiens’ room and downplayed the whole 
thing, crediting his teammates and coaching staff for communicating so 
well with him and making him feel like they believe in him, and saying, “I 
felt good, but just one game.” 

“Gotta take it through to midnight and move on and worry about the next 
one,” Guhle concluded. 

Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis expected Guhle would handle this one 
well. He said as much on Monday morning, admitting there was no better 
way to have him acclimate to his role than to be playing against the best 
players in the world night after night to start. 

It’s a fire Guhle wouldn’t have been placed in had veterans Mike 
Matheson and Joel Edmundson been healthy, and it’s one he’s likely to 
remain in beyond their return to play when you consider how he’s fighting 
it. 

To see how unsurprised St. Louis was about Guhle performance against 
Pittsburgh is to know how trusted he already is. 

“You can see the abilities and the confidence he plays with,” the coach 
said. “He has a very high ceiling, but his floor and his foundation are 
already so set that he’ll hit his big ceiling.” 

“He plays the game,” St. Louis continued. “He’s not intimidated by the 
NHL game or the players he’s playing against. He plays the game, and 
it’s apparent in the way he comports himself.” 

There will be bumps along the way. Perhaps even a moment or two 
when Guhle actually appears his age. 

But this is some start to a career he’s off to. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators unmoved by 0-2 start, but fan-base's impatience 
is a sign of the times 

 

Wayne ScanlanOctober 17, 2022, 12:10 PM 

 

A quick post-game scroll through the online fan reaction on Saturday 
night delivered an instant message: the landscape has changed around 
the Ottawa Senators.  

Just last season, this would have been enough: a hard-fought, physical 
effort against the Toronto Maple Leafs that ended in a late Leafs goal by 
Justin Holl (!) —  a game that could have gone either way, but fell to 
Toronto.  

Afterward, the scrutiny of Ottawa’s defensive-zone coverage on the 
winning goal was suitable for Game 2 of the Eastern Conference Final, 
never mind Game 2 of the regular season.  

Similarly, Senators head coach D.J. Smith took a lot of heat for his 
personnel decisions (eg. starting Nikita Zaitsev over Nick Holden), the 
coverage issues, and for defensive players on the ice late in the game.  

If only hockey was clearly defined and didn’t lend itself to so many grey 
areas. The fact is, Zaitsev played pretty well for as long as he stayed in 
the game, but he got injured and the Senators finished with five 
defencemen, giving coaches a lot less flexibility on which players were 
on the ice in given situations. (Zaitsev was on the practice ice Monday 
morning). 

The bigger point: would we even be going down this rabbit hole of micro-
analysis if Brady Tkachuk’s power-play shot goes post-and-in instead of 
post-and-out?  

Certainly the tough loss to the Leafs was a bigger pill because the 
Senators dropped the season opener in Buffalo two nights earlier, a 
game in which Ottawa so thoroughly dominated the Sabres in the first 
period there should have been a two or three-goal lead.  

Instead, the Senators led by one after two minutes, Buffalo rallied for two 
goals in the second period (another Ottawa bugaboo of the past) and the 
Sabres added a couple of empty-net goals.  

If you are scoring at home, and evidently many are, that’s two games, 
two losses against Atlantic Division opponents. Already, four teams in the 
Atlantic are sitting at four points, so they are out of the gate smartly.  

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

The Senators can get back in the mix with a victory in their home opener 
Tuesday against the visiting Boston Bruins. The Bruins are an older team 
and play at home to Florida Monday night, so will be in a back-to-back 
scenario. On top of that, they started the season with Brad Marchand, 
Charlie McAvoy and Matt Grzelcyk on the shelf, and now have lost 
Brandon Carlo with an upper body injury (suffered Saturday versus 
Arizona) in what could be a concussion.  

Ottawa is in no position to assume anything or take any team lightly, 
least of all the Bruins, a team that Smith has always admired.  

Tkachuk: ‘Not time to panic’ 

The Senators vowed to avoid the slow starts that have plagued their past 
three seasons, but here’s the thing: With a five-game homestand, and 
games against Boston, Washington, Arizona, Dallas and Minnesota, 

Ottawa can still have a strong start off their first 10 games if they take 
care of business at home this week and next.  

As captain Brady Tkachuk said, following the 3-2 loss in Toronto: 

“I don’t think it’s any time to panic — it’s two games, and of course, we’d 
like to win both those games. But it’s still two out of 82. So we’re not too 
worried about it.” 

Tkachuk admitted the loss “stings” and the way he expressed it, sounded 
close to it “stinks.” Either word would have covered it.  

Rightly, Tkachuk was pointing to the Bruins game as a chance for Ottawa 
to get behind its team at the home opener. After all, haven’t fans waited 
all summer and early fall to see the new roster, including the additions of 
Claude Giroux and Alex DeBrincat? 

“We’re excited to see that place rocking,” Tkachuk said. “I keep seeing — 
standing-room tickets only. We need (fans) to be loud … we’re definitely 
excited to play in front of our home fans again.” 

Take your pick. Glass half empty or half full.  

I'm in the latter camp. I thought the Senators played with a lot of energy 
and enthusiasm in those opening games on the road. Mistakes were 
made, but the Leafs made mistakes, too, and got bailed out by 
goaltender Ilya Samsonov. Equally stellar was Senators starter Anton 
Forsberg.  

Forsberg has a goals-against of 2.56 and save percentage of .924 — off 
a pair of road LOSSES.  

The Senators scored just three goals in those two games, which is not 
going to get it done, no matter where they play. But should there really be 
concern about the Senators scoring? 

Before the game in Toronto, a Hockey Night In Canada conversation 
discussed how many potential 30-goal-plus scorers Ottawa has in its 
lineup with the likes of DeBrincat, Josh Norris, Drake Batherson, Giroux, 
Tim Stützle, Tkachuk.  

This team is going to score. Defensive-zone coverage will be a bigger 
issue, but it’s going to take a larger study sample to judge this group. 
Subtract the empty-net goals in Buffalo and Ottawa yielded two goals 
and three in their first two starts, without the benefit of last change. The 
Sens will take those odds most nights.  

“I don’t think we could play two better road games and come out with no 
points,” Smith said.  

That the head coach took as much heat as he did off these two tight road 
losses says two things.  

One, expectations are ramped up. Those ‘woulda, coulda’ nights when 
the effort is there and the bounces don’t go the team's way don’t hold 
sway with the fan base anymore. Like the players, coaches and staff, 
fans are looking for wins now.  

Two, those who are ripping on Smith already are using the 0-2 start as 
an excuse to pile on. That is, they wanted a more proven NHL coach 
before this season and have carryover issues with his strategy and 
personnel decisions of the past three years.  

Just as his players will, Smith is going to get the chance to “coach” his 
way out of a small 0-2 hole that can’t be allowed to get bigger. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Weekend Takeaways: How has the off-season 
coaching carousel paid off so far? 

 

Ryan Dixon 
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If a change is as good as a rest, a lot of NHL teams should be fueled up 
for this new season of hockey. 

Thirteen squads — basically 40 percent of the league — began this 
campaign with a different person behind the bench than it had for the 
NHL’s opening weekend 12 months ago. 

Coaching changes are made for more reasons than ever today and the 
expectations placed upon the new guy can vary greatly from place to 
place. 

Bruce Cassidy had a .672 points percentage in 399 games as the Bruins 
coach, but still didn’t make it to Game 400. Now he’s batting 1.000 in 
three games with the Vegas Golden Knights after the Knights downed 
the Seattle Kraken 5-2 at Climate Pledge Arena on Saturday. Cassidy’s 
replacement in Boston, Jim Montgomery, is also sitting pretty early on as 
the Bruins blasted the Arizona Coyotes 6-3 on Saturday to run their 
record to 2-0-0. 

Cassidy and Montgomery are certainly on the list of coaches who are 
expected to win right out of the gate in their new spots. To different 
degrees, that’s also the case for Paul Maurice in Florida, Pete Deboer in 
Dallas, Lane Lambert on Long Island and — when he gets out of COVID 
protocol, that is — Rick Bowness in Winnipeg. 

The good news for that group is everyone already has a win under their 
belt, with Florida and Dallas also off to nice 2-0-0 starts. (Technically it 
was interim coach Scott Arniel who got the Jets’ ‘W’ on Friday.) 

This is the first full year for Jay Woodcroft in Edmonton and Bruce 
Boudreau in Vancouver, and you can forgive both those men if they’re 
already a little grumpy. Woodcroft watched his guys fall behind the 
Calgary Flames 4-1 in the opening stanza on Saturday before eventually 
losing 4-3 in the first installment of the Battle of Alberta. That marked the 
second straight game the Oilers dug themselves a first-period hole, 
having done the same in a game they eventually came back and won 
against Boudreau’s Canucks. That’s the perfect segue to Vancouver 
blowing a second consecutive 2-0 first-period lead on Saturday, this time 
gagging it up to the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Early holes and blown leads? That’ll make a coach lose his “It’s early” 
perspective in about the time it takes to announce there will be no pucks 
at the next practice. 

Speaking of those Flyers, is anybody shocked to see John Tortorella 
have them out to a 2-0-0 start? To the outside world, Philly is a mess; to 
Tortorella, it’s nothing a little working-harder-than-you-ever-have-in-your-
sorry-stickin’-life-before can’t fix. 

Derek Lalonde’s Red Wings would also still seem to have a long ways to 
go before being playoff contenders, but the Motor City’s new guy guided 
the Wings to a pair of weekend wins. Detroit went on the road and tuned 
up the Devils 5-2 on Saturday 24 hours after a home-opener win versus 
the Canadiens. 

Montreal’s Martin St. Louis certainly knew this season was going to 
require some patience, as did former Habs assistant Luke Richardson in 
Chicago and David Quinn in San Jose. The Habs lost two road games 
this weekend, while Chicago managed to get its first ‘W’ of the campaign 
in San Jose, leaving poor Quinn and the Sharks 0-4-0 out of the games. 

Let’s just say there have been lots of “teachable moments” for those 
squads so far — with many more to come in the next six months. 

Other Takeaways 

• Nothing can make a coach look good faster than stellar goaltending. 
With that in mind, DeBoer must be happy to look down and see Jake 
Oettinger standing in goal for the Stars. No. 29 made that same number 
of saves in Dallas’ win over Nashville on Saturday, making it back-to-

back wins over the Preds and giving him a save percentage of .968 on 
the infant season. 

• In terms of testing opponents’ stoppers, no team is putting more rubber 
on goal right now than the Pittsburgh Penguins. The Pens put 44 shots 
on Tampa’s Brian Elliott during their 6-2 drubbing of the Bolts on 
Saturday, one game after firing 53 shots against the Arizona Coyotes in 
their opener. Captain Sidney Crosby is off to a fantastic start, notching 
his second straight three-point contest versus Tampa. One of those 
points was this beauty goal that got Pittsburgh off and rolling. 

Has ‘The Kid’ got something special in store for us in Season 18? 

• Look, it’s too early to even be using the “it’s early” caveat, but I do 
wonder how tense things will get in New Jersey — a team expected to 
rise up the Metro standings — if win No. 1 doesn’t come soon. Miles 
Wood was already calling the Devils’ home-opener against Detroit on 
Saturday a “must win” and, instead, Jersey gave up four second-period 
goals to a Wings team playing the second half of back-to-backs. 

Yes, the Devils outshot Detroit 39-22, but we’re at a point where only the 
result matters for this club. The angry mob was already gathering on 
Saturday: “Fire Lindy” chants could be heard in the Prudential Center as 
coach Lindy Ruff and the club now sit 0-2-0 on the season. This is 
suddenly a big week for the Devils. 

Weekend Warrior 

His team may be off to an uneven 1-2-0 start, but Steven Stamkos — 
with four goals on the year — is rolling so far. ‘Stammer’ had a pair on 
Friday night in Tampa’s win over Columbus, then offered this vintage 
one-timer to open the scoring on Saturday in Pittsburgh. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Calgary Flames (2-0-0) So Michael Stone signs his fourth consecutive 
one-year deal with Calgary for the league minimum just before seasons 
starts, then goes out and has a hand in all three first-period goals 
Calgary used to storm out to its lead over Edmonton on Saturday. Not a 
bad week. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs (2-1-0) That sound you hear is fantasy team 
owners sprinting to their laptops to see if there’s any chance Ilya 
Samsonov is still on the waiver wire in their league. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (1-1-0) The Oilers definitely need to tighten up in 
front Jack Campbell and Stuart Skinner; the goalies have seen 78 shots 
in six periods of hockey so far. 

4. Winnipeg Jets (1-0-0) Mark Scheifele had a pair and Connor 
Hellebuyck made 40 saves in the Jets’ 4-1 win over the Rangers on 
Friday. If those two guys have vintage years, the mood around this team 
could brighten in a hurry. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (0-2-0) So the Canucks have the first period 
down, having outscored opponents 4-0 in that frame so far. Now, about 
those final 40 minutes… 

6. Ottawa Senators (0-2-0) After two L’s on the road to start the year, 
Ottawa can try to get right with a five-game home stand that begins 
against Boston on Tuesday. 

7. Montreal Canadiens (1-2-0) Four of Montreal’s top-six defencemen are 
rookies after the news off-season acquisition Mike Matheson will be out 
two months. Better build in extra rest days for Jake Allen and Sam 
Montembeault. 

The Week Ahead 

• The red-hot Crosby faces off against his boyhood team in Montreal on 
Monday. If Crosby can tally another three points, he’ll equal the record 
(nine) for points by a player aged 35 or older in his first three games of a 
season. Not surprisingly, the record holder is Crosby’s old landlord, Mario 
Lemieux. 
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• Here’s hoping Bowness can return from COVID protocol as planned 
and coach his first game for the Jets in Colorado on Wednesday. 
Unfortunately, he’s going to have to miss facing his old team in Dallas on 
Monday. 

• We may get the second installment of the “Battle of the Robertsons” on 
Thursday night, as Jason and the Stars visit the Leafs, who called Nick 
Robertson up from the AHL on Sunday. Neither Robertson scored last 
time they met seven months ago. 
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TSN.CA / Golden Knights coach Cassidy talks about new team, lessons 
learned from Sutter and more 

 

Salim Valji 

12-15 minutes 

 

One of the biggest shocks in the 2022 NHL off-season happened in June 
when the Boston Bruins fired head coach Bruce Cassidy after parts of six 
seasons in Beantown. 

In his tenure, Cassidy led the Bruins to the playoffs six times, including 
the 2019 Stanley Cup Final, and is third all-time in franchise history in 
victories with a 245-108-46 regular-season record.  

The 57-year-old Ottawa product was quickly brought on by the Vegas 
Golden Knights to lead a team that many expect to be a force in the 
Pacific Division this season. 

Cassidy chatted with TSN on Monday after a Golden Knights practice – 
his new team faces the Flames in Calgary on Tuesday night – about 
what he learned this summer, how coaches develop their craft and make 
on-ice improvements, and the lessons current Flames bench boss Darryl 
Sutter imparted on him more than 30 years ago. 

TSN: Early on, you’re with a new team and perhaps trying to build a new 
culture and identity. How have you found Vegas so far? 

Cassidy: Well, I mean the city’s different. I’ve never lived out west before. 
We’re East Coast people. I’m originally from Ottawa, wife’s from New 
Jersey, kids born in New England. That lifestyle change is different right 
away. The weather coming up, we’ll see. [I] won’t be shoveling any snow 
so that part will be a change.  

As for the team? Still getting to know them. They’re still getting to know 
me. Some of our staff, we’re still getting to know each other, so there’s a 
lot of newness going on right now. I think we’ve attacked it well during 
training camp. We had a plan in place how we want to play, how we want 
to teach, and so far I think we’ve hit a lot of those boxes and there’s 
gonna obviously be more learning curves as we go, but I think we’re on 
schedule of how the guys are responding to it. 

TSN: With this franchise, early on it was [called] the Golden Misfits. That 
was their identity. It’s evolved a little bit. What’s the process like for a 
coach to implement a culture? How do you approach that? 

Cassidy: Well, I think we just wanted this year … Vegas has been a very 
successful franchise in a short period of time. There’s certainly a lot of 
things we’re leaving in place. What I’m looking for out of the team, 
whether it was new or old to be honest with you, is [to be] hard to play 
against. We want to have an identity every night of how we’re going to 
play the game. We’re trying to build on that. We’re trying to be a solid, 
200-foot team and be good in every area of the ice. We want to be 
entertaining and score goals. I think we have the talent to do that. We 
want to work hard to keep it out of our net. I’m not sure what, culture 

wise, I guess it would be to be professional and be hard to play against 
and show up to battle every night and that’s what we’re after. 

TSN: And the process going this summer from Boston to Vegas. What 
did you learn over the summer during all of that? 

Cassidy: Well, there’s time to reflect and I still think a lot of that is going 
to go on going forward. When we hit some adversity, how do you handle 
it. What did you take from your previous job? Well, I like the way we 
played in Boston, I really do. I’m trying to implement some of that here, 
but use the talent here to our advantage. I think our D core here is 
probably a little more offensive-oriented than we had in Boston as a 
group, not as individuals, but as a group, so let’s take advantage of that. I 
think we did in preseason. Our D were heavily involved. They’re getting 
good looks here. I think we’ve only gotten one goal out of them, but 
they’re getting points. They’re getting up in the play. That part’s been 
good. Just reflecting on how you message your group. I think you always 
do that every year, whether you’re in the same job or not, to be honest 
with you, because you’re going to have some new faces. A little bit of that 
as well. 

TSN: I think it was [Boston Celtics Hall of Famer and former NBA head 
coach] Larry Bird who had the theory that a coach generally has a shelf 
life of three years. Had you heard of that theory and how does a coach 
manage that? 

Cassidy: No, what I’ve heard is that sometimes if you don’t win in your 
first three years a championship, it’s tough, but I don’t know. I guess I’d 
have to look all that up and see if that’s accurate. I think I was five-and-a-
half, six [seasons] almost in Boston and we had success in terms of 
winning hockey games. We just didn’t win the Cup unfortunately. Now 
the focus is on Vegas. I’d like to stay in Vegas as long as I can, to be 
honest with you [laughs]. I’ve got a family there and I don’t want to pick 
up and move every few years. But I understand it’s a business and the 
reason I got a job is that someone else got let go. So there’s part of that, 
but it’s certainly not in the back of my mind that three-year window. I like 
Larry Bird. I think he’s a smart guy, a great basketball player. Maybe he’s 
right, maybe he’s wrong. I don’t know.  

TSN: In the off-season, players work out at the gym or rink to get better 
at their craft. How does a coach in the off-season get better at their craft? 

Cassidy: I read a lot, in-season, off-season, and it’s not always hockey-
related books. It’s a little about sometimes how the mind works, 
behaviours, etc. I typically will watch all of the presentations that, whether 
it’s the NHL Coaches’ Association or something in Europe. There’s 
different organizations that do those. I always found that as a way to 
almost interview a guy. You’re listening to his philosophy, how he 
speaks, how he presents. It’s a good way to get to know people, if you’re 
ever in that position to interview for a job, to get to know them a bit, or if 
you’re interviewing that person for a job, you’ve got a little head’s up on 
what they’re talking about. I like it just to get to know the people. I do a lot 
of that. Sometimes, the presentations are excellent. You take a lot from 
them. You usually find something in there. Everybody does things 
differently. I enjoy those. 

TSN: You have any book recommendations for people? 

Cassidy: Oh boy. What did I just finish? It’s funny, I just finished, because 
Bill Foley, our owner, recommended Lonesome Dove. It’s about 30 years 
old but it’s a bit of his roots, family history from Texas to Montana. 
Getting to know the west a little bit geographically and historically would 
be good for me. That was an interesting read and had nothing to do with 
sports or psychology or anything. It was just a [good] book [the Pulitzer 
Prize winner for Fiction in 1986, written by American writer Larry 
McMurtry]. I think it was a TV series years ago, but I was too young to 
remember it and watch. 

There was a really good book I read before that. I’m reading a book now 
called Ahab: A Hockey Story [written by Brad Huestis]. It’s a guy out of 
Boston who was a wounded warrior. He was a hockey player and he 
played hockey after. It’s very interesting. He was stationed over in 
Germany when he got injured and how he’s continued to play hockey, 
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even though he’s missing the lower half of his leg. I think it’s a good 
book. It’s inspiring a little bit. Those are the ones I’ve read recently. I 
would recommend Legacy. I love that book. It’s the [New Zealand rugby] 
All-Blacks. It’s really good and you don’t have to know anything about 
rugby. It’s just about building a culture, team, and organization. There’s a 
lot of those books out there, I just thought that one had some real 
powerful stuff. Some of it we were implementing in Boston without 
knowing it and some of it that I took and tried to implement. That’s one I 
would definitely recommend. 

TSN: Going back to on the ice. You’ve been around for a long time. How 
has the sport evolved? It looks like it’s all speed and offence. But how 
has it changed? 

Cassidy: Well, I still think sound defence wins you hockey games. If you 
can check well, you’ll get the puck back a lot and you’ll have it a lot. I 
think the teams that have learned to do that and are good offensive 
engines, like Tampa. I watched them. I watched them evolve because 
they kept beating us, so I saw how they went from an offensive-minded 
team that then bought in later. Coop [Lightning head coach Jon Cooper] 
did a great job at getting them to buy in away from the puck and all of a 
sudden, they were comfortable winning a 2-1 hockey game. Pittsburgh, 
when they won the Cup. Everyone thinks with Sully [Penguins head 
coach Mike Sullivan]. They beat, I think it was Nashville, the last two 
games were 2-0. You have to be comfortable in that. I still think that’s a 
big part of the game. I watched it with Colorado over the years how last 
year. They were able to tighten it up when they had to, but still be 
exciting, still generate offence, still have a ton of speed, but they learned 
to value the details of the game.  

I still think that’s a big part of hockey and you’ll see it with a lot of teams. I 
think Florida’s going through that transformation right now or trying to 
value that part, too. For me, I still think that’s how I coach or try to coach. 
That is a non-negotiable, that you’re going to be able to check well and 
check with structure with the offence and speed part of it. That’s the 
beauty of the game, right, that people like to watch and I don’t blame 
them. So do I. To get to that, you have to get the puck back and you 
have to have a plan to do that.  

TSN: What’d you learn from Darryl Sutter in your year with him in the late 
1980s in Indianapolis with the Ice of the [now defunct] IHL [International 
Hockey League]? 

Cassidy: Just what I just talked to you about, honestly. He taught me how 
to win. We were in Indianapolis and Saginaw together. I was an offensive 
defenceman under Darryl, but he did teach me to value the part about 
checking and to be hard to play against as a team. I saw it with my own 
eyes with our team. We started the year off, we’re losing some games 2-
1 because we weren’t scoring much, and all of a sudden it’s 2-2, now 
we’re winning games 3-1, and then it became 4- and 5-1 because teams 
didn’t want to play against us. All of a sudden, they start cheating. He 
taught me about the details of winning and building a team. He did a 
really good job with all four lines, all six D. It was five some nights, it 
seemed. That part of the game, I really appreciated from Darryl. And to 
be demanding. How you be demanding is different from coach to coach, 
and everyone takes their own path in that, but he taught me that that is 
part of it. You have to be demanding in certain areas of the game and I 
agree with him. 

TSN: Finally - you mentioned the NHL Coaches’ Association. What’s the 
biggest challenge or concern you have regarding NHL coaches in 
general? 

Cassidy: I would say, they get hired and fired quickly, maybe quicker 
than before. So the longevity or tenure in one spot. But it’s the owner’s 
right to do that. I’ve gotten other jobs, like I said, because someone got 
let go. That’s just something that we signed up for. I’d like to see guys get 
a little longer leash, but that’s part of the business side of it. 

Other than that, I think coaches are doing much better than they were 
over the years. They’ve progressed well in terms of how many people 
they can have on their staff, financially they’re doing well. I think there’s a 
lot of good that came from the coaches’ association and guys getting 

together. I think Mike Babcock was a driver behind the more recent 
[association]. Before that, George Kingston did a really good job trying to 
get the guys together. Now we’re sharing information and we’re doing 
these talks and it’s helping each other. We’re trying to get guys speaking 
engagements that are unemployed so they get back in front of people. I 
think they’ve done a lot of good things to try to help each other, as much 
for the guys that are out of a job that have a job. When you have a job, 
things are good, right? When you don’t and you want to get back in, it 
can be difficult. I’ve been there, where you’ve got to knock on doors, so 
any resources are provided to you that can help you with that, I think, is 
one of the first things I always recommend we put our money towards, is 
to help the guys that are looking [for work]. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews plans to up physicality this season 

 

Mark Masters 

10-12 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held a team meeting and optional skate at Scotiabank 
Arena on Monday.  

Auston Matthews upped his physical play last season en route to the 
Hart Trophy. Now, the 60-goal man is looking to make hitting a staple of 
his game.   

"Trying to make it more consistent throughout the year and lead the way 
in that department," the 25-year-old centre said, "because then there's no 
excuse for everybody to [not] do the same and finish checks and making 
that a big part of our game." 

It's early, but Matthews is second on the team in hits behind only fourth-
line winger Nicolas Aube-Kubel. Last season, Matthews finished 14th on 
the Leafs in hits. So far this season, Toronto is landing 31 hits per 60 
minutes, which is tied for seventh in the National Hockey League. The 
Leafs registered 21.1 hits per 60 last season, which ranked 24th.   

Perhaps the uptick in aggressiveness is a byproduct of the opponents 
they've faced. Washington and Ottawa rank second and third in hits per 
60. It is notable, however, that the Leafs aren't backing down from that 
type of game and Matthews is at the forefront.  

"It's a fine line for him, because it's a long season and he has a lot of 
contact that comes his way because he has the puck and is dangerous," 
noted coach Sheldon Keefe. "But he's a big guy [6-foot-3, 208 pounds] 
that can skate well and gets on top of the puck and has an opportunity to 
assert himself that way. It's part of his growth as a player and part of his 
responsibility as a leader." 

"It means a lot," said veteran defenceman Mark Giordano. "It goes a long 
way for our team when you see our top guy laying the body like that." 

The fans certainly appreciate the extra effort. After Matthews levelled 
Capitals defenceman Martin Fehervary with a big check in the third 
period of Thursday's win, the crowd started "MVP! MVP!" chants. 

"It's obviously really cool when you have that excitement that goes 
through you," Matthews said of the love from Leafs Nation. "But you try 
not to feed into that too much to where you let it affect your game and ... 
get running around with your head cut off." 

Toronto is playing its fourth game in six nights to open the season, but 
Matthews should be full of energy as the Arizona native faces off against 
his hometown team. He grew up cheering for the Coyotes and still 
spends his summers in the desert where he skates and trains alongside 
current members of the team.  
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"I always keep an eye on them," Matthews said. "It's always cool to play 
them, whether it's at home or at home." 

Matthews scored in both games against the Coyotes last season.  

Matthews makes it a priority to be physical leader for Leafs 

Late in the third period against the Washington Capitals, Auston 
Matthews threw a big hit on Caps d-man Martin Fehervary, prompting the 
home crowd to shower down "MVP" chants for the Leafs star. He spoke 
about making it a priority to be more physical this year, something his 
teammates and coach have definitely noticed. 

Matthews is logging 50 seconds less per game this season.  

"We have a greater opportunity to use four lines and share a lot more of 
the responsibilities," Keefe explained.  

David Kampf, a shutdown specialist, leads a new-look fourth line with 
Zach Aston-Reese and Aube-Kubel. Keefe also trusts his third line of 
Alex Kerfoot between Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok to soak up 
defensive-zone starts and face top opposition.  

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, Matthews' offensive-zone start percentage is 
72.7 through three games, which is up from 64.8 last year. This tweak 
could keep the Rocket Richard Trophy winner fresher and give him more 
opportunity to do what he does best.   

"That's what I want to really see and manage is how a reduction of 
minutes and some responsibility can help offensively or is it 
counterproductive because they fall out of rhythm," Keefe mused. 
"Maybe [our top guys] don't start every shift out of a TV timeout, for 
example, which is something they generally have done." 

With Matt Murray out for at least four weeks, Ilya Samsonov will carry the 
load for the Leafs in net. But it will be Erik Kallgren who gets the start on 
Monday.  

"We're going to need him, so we have to get him in," Keefe explained. 
"We also have to be mindful of Samsonov's workload. Today would've 
been his third game in five nights and he's going to be busy." 

Later this week, the Leafs will depart on a five-game trip, which includes 
a back-to-back set.  

Kallgren made his NHL debut during a game against Arizona in March 
after Petr Mrazek faltered. This will be his 13th start with the Leafs.   

"Intensity and speed is a little higher in the NHL so that's something I feel 
I'm more adjusted to now," the 26-year-old told reporters on Sunday. "I 
know the team. I know the guys. I'm ready to play." 

"He seems like he's really excited for this season," observed fellow 
Swede Rasmus Sandin, "and proving [to] everyone he's where he 
belongs." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Kallgren starts Monday; Robertson has to wait 

After an impressive training camp, Nick Robertson did not have to wait 
long to be recalled by the Maple Leafs, but the young forward will have to 
wait a little longer to get into the lineup. Erik Kallgren, on the other hand 
won't have to wait long at all as he gets the nod agains the Arizona 
Coyotes. Mark Masters has the latest on the Maple Leafs lineup ahead of 
their game against the Coyotes. 

William Nylander is good to go after missing Sunday's practice due to an 
illness.  

With Murray on long-term injured reserve, the Leafs now have the space 
to carry healthy scratches. Nick Robertson, Wayne Simmonds and Victor 
Mete were called up on Sunday, but will have to wait to get into a game.  

"It makes more sense to give the group we've been going with an 
opportunity knowing that there's guys here that are champing at the bit to 
get in," Keefe said. "We want to see how our group responds to that." 

After a strong camp, Robertson is pushing for the spot on the second line 
currently held by Denis Malgin. For now, the 25-year-old Swiss League 
import is doing his part to maintain his place alongside John Tavares and 
Nylander.  

"He's done a nice job," Keefe said. "He scores a good goal in the first 
game. The most important thing we want to see from him on that line is 
when the puck comes to him that he can keep it moving and there's no 
break in the chain, if you will. I think he's done a good job of that and 
distributes the puck to those guys well."  

The increased internal competition may help the Leafs avoid a letdown 
against the rebuilding Coyotes. Toronto stubbed its toe against non-
playoff opposition at times last season, including dropping both games to 
Arizona.  

"We had some trouble with that," Sandin said. "We lost a couple games 
that we should have won. It's definitely been a discussion … This year, 
we really need to take steps." 

"We got to get to our game right away," Giordano stressed. "This is game 
four in the season. We're not where we want to be as a team. We want to 
keep getting better and better. Big game. You can't take anyone lightly in 
this league. We want to get to our game as quickly as possible out there." 

The Leafs already coughed up a pair of points on opening night in 
Montreal. Keefe labelled that performance as unacceptable.  

"You can talk about respecting your opponent, but that's not what it's 
about for me," the coach said. "It's the NHL and we respect our 
opponents. We respect the players. We've been through enough 
examples that show, with our team or other teams, that anybody can win 
any given night in the NHL. We want to make sure we respect our 
process and who we are and how we need to play as a team to be 
successful. We want to be consistent in that. So, the messaging is to not 
let off in that regard. That's why we were so displeased with our 
performance in Montreal, because that's not who we are." 

The Leafs finished 31-11-2 against non-playoff teams last season.  

Leafs determined to avoid letdown against rebuilding Coyotes 

The Maple Leafs were criticized last season for "playing down" to their 
opponent, and were even swept in their season series with the lowly 
Arizona Coyotes, a problem d-man Rasmus Sandin concedes, and says 
the team needs to get better at. While head coach Sheldon Keefe agreed 
that the team can be better in that respect, he did push back and say that 
there were many teams below the Leafs in the standings last year, 
saying "I don't think we were bad against them all." 

How is Sandin, a lefty, adapting to playing on the right?  

"It was different in the beginning," the 22-year-old said.  

How so?  

"Just playing with your stick on the inside the whole time," Sandin 
explained. "You want to cover the middle of the ice too, so you have to 
turn the other way and stuff like that. It's been a little bit of an adjustment, 
but Gio's been helping me a lot out there. He's easy to talk to. He gives 
you tips. He's been playing forever. He's talking a lot out there." 

Keefe is willing to give Sandin some leeway as he learns the ropes.  

"It is a challenge," the coach acknowledged. "There are probably more 
difficulties than opportunities, but I think he has adjusted well. I thought 
those guys had a good day [Saturday]. Not only is he adjusting to playing 
the right side, but he is also adjusting to playing with a new partner. He 
missed a lot of camp as well. There is a lot happening for a young player 
there." 

Leafs lineup for Monday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Nylander - Tavares - Malgin  
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Engvall - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Aube-Kubel  

Rielly - Brodie 

Muzzin - Holl 

Giordano - Sandin  

Kallgren starts  

Samsonov 
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TSN.CA / The NHL’s scoring surge continues unabated 

 

Travis Yost 

4-5 minutes 

 

The National Hockey League has been increasingly vocal over the past 
two decades about increasing offence. And the league, to its credit, has 
frequently put its thumb on the proverbial scale – tweaks like downsizing 
goaltending equipment and modifying officiating standards were always 
meant to stimulate offensive play. But the expected scoring surge was 
slow to materialize. 

That was true up until about five years ago. Since that point in time, we 
have seen a steady rise in scoring across all game states. There’s a 
fascinating debate, one that can’t be solved today, over how to apportion 
the credit for what’s driving the increase. How much do you weigh things 
like rule changes versus longer-term initiatives, like the expansion of 
international recruiting pipelines to enhanced player development 
programs? 

At any rate, scoring has been up for some time now, and it’s created a 
more compelling and entertaining product. In years past, high-scoring 
Octobers gave way as the season wore on, finishing with healthy 
servings of three-goal games in March. Now, scoring is more entrenched 
over the full year. 

I wanted to see what the opening week of this NHL season looked like, 
having been fascinated by the uptick in scoring in recent years. Low and 
behold, it’s up again, with the league seeing 6.4 goals per game to open 
the year: 

We are talking about 3 per cent of the season, so we are still working 
with very small samples right now, but 12 teams – headlined by the New 
York Islanders (4.9), Boston Bruins (4.6), and Pittsburgh Penguins (4.5) – 
are scoring at least three goals per game. 

What’s also notable, and why I continue to be bullish on this trend 
sustaining itself, is the underlying numbers are also up. Yes, teams are 
scoring more goals, but scoring more goals can simply be a byproduct of 
hotter-than-expected shooting percentages or cooler-than-expected save 
percentages. Those percentage-based shifts rarely sustain themselves 
and aggressively regress towards the mean over long periods of time. 

But what if offences are just inherently more dangerous? That’s the case, 
and it’s why the change in scoring continues to be supported. Consider 
the four plots below, which show offensive shooting volume by game 
state (even strength and power play), and offensive shooting volume 
adjusted for shot quality (expected goals). The below shows the same 
15-year time period: 

This is an important relationship. Underpinning the league’s increase in 
scoring is an observable change on two fronts: teams are more effective 
than ever at funneling shots towards opposing goaltenders, but those 

shots are also materially better in quality. It’s putting unrelenting pressure 
on defences and, correspondingly, will keep scoring at sustainably higher 
levels. 

Just to show how far we have come, compare the opening frames of the 
2022-23 regular season to 10 seasons ago. If you compare just the shift 
in scoring, it is up 20 per cent. But look at what’s happening beneath the 
surface: 

I wrote last season that offence is becoming the great differentiator. As 
scoring increases, so too do margins and volatility, and the lineups that 
can routinely threaten their opponents are going to be well-positioned to 
win games; similarly, teams that have trouble scoring are going to fight 
increasing uphill battles as the value of a single goal has diminished. 

Being a great defensive team is still critically important. But it’s never 
been more important to ice a lineup that can score and score often. 
That’s going to be one of the main storylines again this year, as weak 
offensive teams will lose their footing in the standings quicker than usual.             
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