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Super 16: Stars, Flames rise, Lightning, Oilers sink in power rankings

The NHL season is more than a week old and the NHL.com 
Super 16 power rankings have changed dramatically since 
the preseason version. Four of the teams that appeared in 
the rankings two weeks ago have dropped out. Others have 
climbed and some have fallen.  

The 13 NHL.com and LNH.com staff members who make up 
the panel that decides where each team is ranked will be 
offering their thoughts to explain their rankings.  

Each of the 13 members put together his or her version of 
what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each. The team that 
is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 15, third 14, 
and so on down to No. 16, which gets one point.  

Here is the Super 16, with thoughts from the staff members 
whose individual rankings are below: 

1. CAROLINA HURRICANES (3-0-0) 

Total points: 202 
Preseason rank: No. 3 

"Sure, it's early, but the Hurricanes look like a team 
determined to get over the hump this season. Forwards 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov are incredibly 
dangerous together, and the Hurricanes have allowed one 
goal in each of their first three games. They'll only become 
more dangerous from the back end once defenseman Brent 
Burns gets going (one assist thus far), and you have to think 
that's inevitable. Should goalie Frederik Andersen stay 
healthy, Carolina could be playing deep into the spring." -- 
Brian Compton, managing editor  

2. COLORADO AVALANCHE (2-1-1) 

Total points: 183 
Preseason rank: No. 1 

"Gabriel Landeskog being out 12 weeks after having knee 
surgery is not good news, but the defending Stanley Cup 
champions remain the team to beat. Forwards Nathan 
MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen and Valeri Nichushkin are off to 
strong starts, Cale Makar is the engine on defense, and 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev, who was acquired in a trade with 
the New York Rangers on July 7, appears to be settling into 
his role as a full-time NHL starter. Coach Jared Bednar is 
also giving forward Alex Newhook and defenseman Bowen 
Byram, each 21 years old, prominent roles." -- Mike G. 
Morreale, staff writer 

3. CALGARY FLAMES (3-0-0) 

Total points: 175 
Preseason rank: No. 6 

"The retooled Flames made general manager Brad Treliving 
look good with wins against the Avalanche, rival Edmonton 
Oilers and Vegas Golden Knights. Calgary's offseason 
additions played significant roles in the start with forward 
Nazem Kadri getting four points (one goal, three assists) in 
the first three games, and forward Jonathan Huberdeau and 
defenseman MacKenzie Weegar each getting three assists. 
Huberdeau (acquired with Weegar from the Florida Panthers 
in a trade July 22) had two assists and Kadri (signed as a 
free agent Aug. 19) and Weegar each had one assist to help 
the Flames rally from a 2-0 deficit to hand the Golden 
Knights their first loss of the season Tuesday." -- Tom Gulitti, 
staff writer  

4. NEW YORK RANGERS (3-1-0) 

Total points: 161 
Preseason rank: No. 5 

"The Rangers appear to be picking up where they left off last 
season. Forward Artemi Panarin leads the NHL with 10 
points (two goals, eight assists), and center Mika Zibanejad 
is tied for third with eight (four goals, four assists). Vincent 
Trocheck, a center the Rangers signed in the offseason, has 
five points (two goals, three assists) and has won 53.1 
percent of his face-offs. And New York has averaged more 
than four goals per game, more than enough with Igor 
Shesterkin in goal." -- David Satriano, staff writer 
5. Dallas Stars (3-0-0) 

Total points: 13 
Preseason rank: No. 14 

"Even if the 3-0-0 start by the Stars on its own hasn't 
convinced everyone to pay attention, the quality of their 
defensive play and goaltending should. Jake Oettinger has 
been simply outstanding. The 23-year-old goalie has allowed 
one goal in each of his three starts while stopping 84 of 87 
shots, and his .966 save percentage is tops in the NHL 
among goalies who have played more than once. Granted, 
Dallas hasn't faced the top teams in the Western Conference 
yet, but it did manage to win all three of its games, two 
against the Nashville Predators and one against the 
Winnipeg Jets, by at least three goals." -- Paul Strizhevsky, 
staff writer 
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6. FLORIDA PANTHERS (3-1-0) 

Total points: 126 
Preseason rank: No. 4 

"I love the impact forward Matthew Tkachuk has had on the 
Panthers. The forward, acquired in a trade with the Flames in 
the offseason, is involved offensively and engaged 
physically. He has six points (two goals, four assists) in four 
games. The bad news is the Panthers have to soldier on 
without defenseman Aaron Ekblad, who was placed on long-
term injured reserve Wednesday with a lower-body injury. 
The Panthers are trying to make themselves into more of a 
grinding team that can win low-scoring games, albeit with the 
ability to score five or six goals in a game too. Losing Ekblad 
will make it harder on them to establish a new identity." -- 
Dan Rosen, senior writer 

 7. Boston Bruins (3-1-0) 

Total points: 111 
Preseason rank: No. 15 

"The Bruins have scored at least five goals in each ot their 
three games and are missing two of their best players in 
forward Brad Marchand (hip) and defenseman Charlie 
McAvoy (shoulder). Forwards David Pastrnak and Patrice 
Bergeron have each scored three goals, but forward A.J. 
Greer also scoring three is a bit of a surprise. And forward 
Nick Foligno, who was on waivers last week, has scored two 
goals in four games, matching his total from 64 games last 
season. That kind of depth can carry a team a long way, but 
allowing an average of 3.75 goals per game isn't sustainable. 
Missing McAvoy, and fellow defensemen Matt Grzelcyk 
(shoulder) and Brandon Carlo (upper body) is testing the 
defensive depth. Goalies Jeremy Swayman and Linus 
Ullmark are good, but they need a bit more support." -- Adam 
Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

8. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (2-0-1) 

Total points: 108 
Preseason rank: No. 11 

Sidney Crosby is someone who's always led by example, 
and that's exactly what he's doing to start the season. The 
Penguins captain was named NHL First Star of the Week on 
Monday after having six points (two goals, four assists) in 
their first two games. Crosby, center Evgeni Malkin and 
defenseman Kris Letang are all in their 30s, yet have shown 
they all have plenty left in the tank. Whether Father Time will 
interject through the grind of an 82-game season remains to 
be seen, but so far, so good. -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

9. ST. LOUIS BLUES (2-0-0) 

Total points: 105 
Preseason rank: No. 9 

"What's not to like about the Blues, even with a two-game 
sample size? They are who we thought they were last 
season; a big, deep, skilled team that was primed to give the 
Avalanche a big test in the Western Conference Second 
Round before an injury to goalie Jordan Binnington. If rookie 
Jake Neighbours, who scored in the opener, is as good as 
some suggest, it makes the forward depth even more 
pronounced." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of editorial 

10. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (3-1-0) 

Total points: 102 
Preseason rank: Unranked 

"The Golden Knights are off to a good start under new coach 
Bruce Cassidy. Though it was disappointing they gave away 
a two-goal lead and lost 3-2 at the Flames on Tuesday, they 
did win their first three games. Perhaps the biggest question 
mark is in goal, where Logan Thompson is 2-1-0 with a 2.03 
goals-against average, a .938 save percentage and one 
shutout. It's also encouraging to see captain Mark Stone 
recovered from back problems. More important than his 
three points (one goal, two assists) is his average ice time of 
19:08, most among Vegas forwards." -- Nicholas J. 
Cotsonika, columnist 

11. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (3-1-0) 

Total points: 77 
Preseason rank: Unranked 

"The season is young, but I like how the Flyers have started. 
Coach John Tortorella said the Flyers needed a culture 
change. I don't know how things have changed in the room, 
but his defense-first approach has shown on the ice. 
Philadelphia has been especially great in goal with Carter 
Hart allowing six goals through his first three starts. Oh, and 
impressive that the Flyers won their first three games despite 
trailing 1-0 in each. It was also good to see that forward 
Travis Konecny found his scoring touch in his first two 
games, when he had four points (three goals, one assist)." -- 
Tracey Myers, staff writer 

12. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (1-3-0) 

Total points: 67 
Preseason rank: No. 2 

"It's hard to ever take issue with the Lightning given their 
recent history, but it's also been a slow start to the season. 
They let a two-goal lead slip away to the Flyers on Tuesday 
and lost for the third time in four games. I still believe in the 
Lightning -- how can you not? -- but I'm watching to see if 
they can correct some of their early-season mistakes, 
especially with puck management. Four of their next five 
games are on the road, including a Friday matchup against 
the rival Panthers, so they'll need to make some corrections 
quickly." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

13. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (2-2-0) 

Total points: 38 
Preseason rank: No. 8 

"Even though he walked back his comments, I agree with 
coach Sheldon Keefe, who said Tuesday that the Maple 
Leafs need their elite players to play at an elite level. Right 
now, center Auston Matthews has one more goal this season 
than I do; same with forwards Mitchell Marner and John 
Tavares. And their shallow goaltending depth took a hit with 
Matt Murray out with an adductor injury, leaving Ilya 
Samsonov and Erik Kallgren to carry the load. That being 
said, it's four games into the season. I'm the guy who said 
Matthews would score at least 60 goals this season and I 
have no doubt he'll improve on his 4.8 percent shooting 
percentage. Marner, Tavares and William Nylander are elite 
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players. Samsonov could be as good as Jack Campbell was 
for them last season. The Maple Leafs will figure it out. -- 
Kimelman 

14. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (2-1-0) 

Total points: 33 
Preseason rank: Unranked 

"The Islanders rebounded from a dud of a season-opening 
loss to the Panthers with a 7-1 win against the Anaheim 
Ducks and a 5-2 victory against the San Jose Sharks. 
Scoring 12 goals in two games should do wonders for New 
York's confidence. Scoring was a big question going into the 
season and there wasn't a good answer after the 3-1 loss to 
the Panthers. The Islanders got five of their seven goals 
against the Ducks from defensemen, and then the forwards 
kicked it up in the win against the Sharks. I think they're a 
playoff team this season. I have them No. 12 in my rankings. 
They have to keep it going against the New Jersey Devils on 
Thursday (7:30 p.m. ET; HULU, ESPN+, SN NOW)." -- 
Rosen 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (1-2-0) 

Total points: 31 
Preseason rank: No. 7 

"It's hard to figure out if we should be concerned about the 
Oilers after back-to-back losses to the Flames and Buffalo 
Sabres coupled with the fact that they were down 3-0 against 
the Vancouver Canucks before scoring five straight goals for 
a 5-3 win in their season opener. The fact is they've been in 
every game, and they've mounted comebacks in all. They 
also doubled up the Sabres in shots on goal (48-24), but 
goalie Eric Comrie made 46 saves. Let's see where the 
Oilers stand after their next three games, all at home, against 
the Hurricanes, Penguins and Blues. It's too early to worry." -
- Rosen 

16. DETROIT RED WINGS (2-0-1) 

Total points: 29 
Preseason rank: Unranked 

"Five out of a possible six points in the first three games is a 
heck of a way for the Red Wings to start the season, 
especially with how they got one point in a 5-4 overtime loss 
to the Los Angeles Kings on Monday. A backcheck from 
forward Dylan Larkin stopped the Kings from scoring an 
empty-net goal with 90 seconds remaining in the third period, 
and forward Oskar Sundqvist then delivered with a game-
tying goal at 19:19. The Red Wings lost in overtime, but 
Larkin's backcheck combined with Sundqvist's game-tying 
goal go down as an important early-season swing. They also 
won 5-2 against the New Jersey Devils and 3-0 against the 
Montreal Canadiens. If the Red Wings want to be a playoff 
team, they have to win those games. And they did. It's why I 
ranked them No. 15." -- Rosen 

Others receiving points: Los Angeles Kings 28, Nashville 
Predators 26, Buffalo Sabres 17, Washington Capitals 15, 
Minnesota Wild 1 

Dropped out from preseason Super 16 (last ranking): Wild 
(10), Predators (12), Kings (13), Capitals (16) 

  

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Los 
Angeles Kings; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
16. Vegas Golden Knights 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Dallas 
Stars; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 
9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 
14. Buffalo Sabres; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Calgary Flames; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Philadelphia Flyers; 6. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 7. Detroit Red Wings; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Buffalo Sabres; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Toronto Maple 
Leafs 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Calgary Flames; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Washington Capitals; 15. Tampa Bay Lightning; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Calgary Flames; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Boston Bruins; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Dallas Stars; 
9. Florida Panthers; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Calgary Flames; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Boston Bruins; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Vegas Golden Knights; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Buffalo Sabres; 16. Washington 
Capitals 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Boston Bruins; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. St. 
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Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Dallas 
Stars; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Philadelphia Flyers; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Detroit Red 
Wings; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. St. Louis 
Blues; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. New York 
Rangers; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Nashville 
Predators; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Vegas Golden Knights; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Toronto Maple Leafs; 16. 
Philadelphia Flyers 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Dallas Stars; 3. Calgary Flames; 4. 
Colorado Avalanche; 5. New York Rangers; 6. St. Louis 
Blues; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 

14. Buffalo Sabres; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Tampa Bay 
Lightning 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Calgary Flames; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Florida Panthers; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Edmonton Oilers; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Dallas Stars; 
14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Detroit 
Red Wings 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. St. Louis 
Blues; 7. Vegas Golden Knights; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Calgary 
Flames; 7. Pittsburgh Penguins; 8. Vegas Golden Knights; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Buffalo Sabres; 
12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Tampa Bay 
Lightning 
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Chicago Wolves opening night sunk by Milwaukee Admirals 

By Sarah A. 

By The Numbers 

Record: 0-1-0-0 

Goals/Game: 2.00 

Goals Against/Game: 5.00 

Shots/Game: 29.00 

Shots Against/Game: 23.00 

Power Play % (Rank): 0.0% (T-27th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 50.0% (T-30th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Stelio Mattheos, Vasily 
Ponomarev, Noel Gunler, Anttoni Honka, Tuukka Tieksola 
(1) 

Most Goals: Stelio Mattheos, Vasily Ponomarev (1) 

Most Assists: Noel Gunler, Anttoni Honka, Tuukka Tieksola 
(1) 

Next Game: Friday, October 21 vs. Manitoba 

(stats as of October 16, 2022)  

Game 1: Chicago Wolves 2, Milwaukee Admirals 5 

The Chicago Wolves opened the 2022-23 season with a 
banner raising, complete with their trademark pyrotechnics 
as the Calder Cup was presented on a podium surrounded 
by fireworks. The staff and players returning from last season 
gathered to watch three new banners rise up to the rafters.  

The excitement for the start of the season, and the warm 
reception for returning players like Jack Drury and Pyotr 
Kochetkov, helped get things started on Saturday night. But 
every celebration has to end some time. The Milwaukee 
Admirals scoring on two consecutive shots in the first period 
served as a stark reminder that the defending champs are 
going to have an uphill battle if they want to top the league 
again.  

Despite the always intense rivalry between the Wolves and 
Admirals, this game got off to a cautious start. The Wolves 
largely controlled play in the first period. Milwaukee didn’t 
register their first shot on goal until 4:24 into the period, and 
then proceeded to go nearly another 10 minutes before 
registering another. That next shot just happened to be a 
goal for the visitors. 

With Jamieson Rees in the penalty box, the Admirals took to 
the power play. Veteran forward Mark Jankowski followed up 
on his own shot attempt by lifting the puck over Pyotr 
Kochetkov’s pad as the goaltender was already down. The 
Admirals’ next shot, coming a little over a minute later, also 

slipped past Kochetkov. Rookie forward Markus Nurmi was 
able to get into the zone unimpeded and unleashed a shot 
that evaded Max Lajoie.  

The Wolves tied things up in the second, with both Vasily 
Ponomarev and Stelio Mattheos recording goals. Ponomarev 
rushed towards the net and lifted a puck over Admirals 
defenseman Kevin Gravel, who’d dropped to the ice to try to 
block the shot. Mattheos’s goal came slightly over a minute 
later. Mattheos won a board battle behind the Admirals net 
and managed to get the puck out to Tuukka Tieksola. 
Tieksola’s shot was stopped by Admirals goaltender Devin 
Cooley, but the rebound came out to Mattheos, who 
converted on his chance.  

The Wolves largely controlled the second period, but a 
scrum at the net in the final minute of play gave the Admirals 
the advantage again. With seemingly all players converged 
on the net, forward Tim Schaller poked the puck into the net 
for the Admirals’ third goal of the night.  

Late in the third period, it looked like the Wolves had evened 
things up again, when a puck deflected off of Mackenzie 
MacEachern’s skate. A lengthy review ensued, however, and 
the goal was overturned. MacEachern was determined to 
have kicked the puck into the net, a call which he disagreed 
with. “Yeah, it did hit my skate, obviously,” he said. “Do I 
think it was kicking motion? No, but I’m a player, they’re 
there to ref and to make the calls. It is what it is, it’s a part of 
the game.”  

The Admirals recorded two quick goals at the end of the third 
period, including a goal from Roland McKeown which was 
set up by former Wolf Phil Tomasino, and an empty net goal 
with 48 seconds left.  

Overall, this was a relatively clean game between the two 
rivals with only three penalties being issued, and one of 
those was handed out in the final seven seconds of the 
game. Of course, things had to get spicy at some point, with 
a good amount of pushing and shoving after the final whistle. 
Pyotr Kochetkov drew cheers when he skated up to Cooley 
at center ice; the confrontation was short lived, however, as 
officials swiftly skated in to break things up.  

From coach Brock Sheahan’s perspective, he thought his 
team had a decent start. Milwaukee’s power play goal, 
however, changed the tone. “Once they scored the power 
play goal, our level dropped. They took control, got that 
second goal,” he said. “I liked our push back at the end of the 
first. [...] Our structure wasn’t great, I’d like to see us give up 
a little bit less, but on the whole, I think we generated more.” 

The chemistry between players is a work in progress, too. 
Like any early-season hockey, the game was marked by 
many pucks missing their passing targets while players grow 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 20, 2022 

 

to learn each other’s tendencies and positioning. With very 
little time to prepare — both preseason games largely 
featured depth players and players loaned from the ECHL, 
while the bulk of the Wolves were at the Hurricanes training 
camp and NHL preseason — Sheahan admits that he’s still 
learning who will be best paired together. “I stuck pretty true 
to the lines that we had. I thought we were going pretty well, 
made a few adjustments as we went on there in the third, but 
that’ll be a work in progress,” he said. “Some practice, and 
just getting to know each player, too. I got an idea when we 
were in Carolina but seeing them with us more will help with 
that.”  

Thanks to the peculiarities of AHL scheduling, the Wolves 
have nearly a week off before their next game, when they 
face Manitoba on Friday, then head to Rockford on Saturday 
night. They’ll have plenty of time to get some solid practice in 
and work on developing some chemistry on their lines.  

Scoring: Stelio Mattheos, 1 G; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 G; 
Anttoni Honka, 1 A; Noel Gunler, 1 A; Tuukka Tieksola, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 18 of 22, 0.818 sv%  

 

 
 
 

 
 

THN Power Rankings: Week 2 

By Jason Chen

The first month of the season is always a hectic time. Teams 
are gelling in different areas and at different speeds, and 
what’s happening in October will not be what’s happening in 
March or April. In other words, there’s a ton of movement in 
this week’s Power Rankings, with a new No. 1 and two new 
teams in the top five.  

Last season, the five teams that finished atop the year-end 
Power Rankings – Panthers, Avalanche, Lightning, Leafs 
and Blues – started second, eighth, seventh, 11th and sixth, 
respectively, and only two teams – Avalanche and 
Hurricanes – stayed in the top spot for at least three 
consecutive weeks.  

Here are your biggest surprises from each team after the first 
two weeks of the season.  

(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com. 
CF% stands for Corsi For Percentage and xGF% represents 
Expected Goals For Percentage.) 

1. Carolina Hurricanes (3-0-0, +8. CF% League Rank: 2, 
xGF% League Rank: 4) 

Biggest surprise: Jesperi Kotkaniemi excelling as their No. 2 
center. He’s averaging 13:45 per game at even strength, 
third-highest among the team’s forwards and he’s also their 
faceoff leader in both wins (28) and win percentage (66.7 
percent).  

2. New York Rangers (3-1-0, +5. CF%: 5, xGF%: 7) 

Biggest surprise: Crushing analytical models that had the 
Rangers as a bottom-10 team last season. They’re no longer 
relying on Igor Shesterkin to win games, and that’s a good 
thing.  

3. Calgary Flames (3-0-0, +4. CF%: 3, xGF%: 3) 

Biggest surprise: Maybe not so surprising, but note that 
Darryl Sutter is really spreading out their playing time at even 
strength, rather than leaning on his top line like he did last 
season.  

4. Pittsburgh Penguins (2-0-1, +7. CF%: 10, xGF%: 2) 

Biggest surprise: A healthy top six. At full strength with 
arguably the league’s best coach guiding them, the Pens are 
already looking like a Cup contender.  

5. Colorado Avalanche (2-1-0, +4. CF%: 9, xGF%: 20) 

Biggest surprise: None, really, because Artturi Lehkonen 
showed he was a great fit in the playoffs, and his strong play 
has continued. The question is what role he plays once 
Gabriel Landeskog returns.  

6. Boston Bruins (3-1-0, +6. CF%: 11, xGF%: 5) 

Biggest surprise: David Krejci still being such an effective 
center, though a lot of that can be attributed to playing with 
David Pastrnak, whose new cap number is probably going to 
start with 12.  

7. Toronto Maple Leafs (2-2-0, -1. CF%: 4, xGF%: 8) 

Biggest surprise: Even Matt Murray’s biggest supporters 
didn’t see him capitulate this early, but it’s been such a tough 
start to their season, including a bizarre hand pass ruling that 
took a game-tying goal away from them against the Coyotes.  

8. Florida Panthers (2-1-0, +1. CF%: 18, xGF%: 24) 

Biggest surprise: Running Brandon Montour concurrently 
with Aaron Ekblad on PP1, which is great for Montour but not 
necessarily having its desired effect, going just 2-for-15. The 
Panthers certainly look and feel very different from last 
season, but not in a good way.  
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9. Tampa Bay Lightning (1-3-0, -4. CF%: 6, xGF%: 14) 

Biggest surprise: Their record, but we’ve seen this movie 
before where the hero struggles early on before finding their 
footing when it matters most. Still, perhaps the loss of quality 
depth due to the cap may have finally caught up to them.  

10. St. Louis Blues (1-0-0, +3. CF%: 15, xGF%: 6) 

Biggest surprise: Wait, the Blues are still in the league? 
Could’ve fooled me with only one game played, though it 
was interesting that Robert Thomas took seven more 
faceoffs than Ryan O’Reilly, including three more in the 
defensive zone.  

11. Vegas Golden Knights (3-1-0, +4. CF%: 17, xGF%: 9) 

Biggest surprise: Logan Thompson’s solid performances 
aside, it’s interesting how Vegas has turned into one of the 
more balanced teams in the league even though they go big-
name hunting all the time. Only one forward, Michael 
Amadio, has yet to register a point for them, and that’s 
because he’s played only one game.  

12. Dallas Stars (3-0-0, +10. CF%: 26, xGF%: 18) 

Biggest surprise: It has to be Wyatt Johnston, the former 
CHL top scorer who won a job out of camp. Otherwise, this is 
– once again – looking like a team that goes only as far as 
Jake Oettinger can take them, and it’s pretty darn far.  

13. Edmonton Oilers (1-2-0, -1. CF%: 19, xGF%: 16) 

Biggest surprise: Maybe not so surprising, but Jay Woodcroft 
insists on playing Tyson Barrie over Evan Bouchard on PP1. 
It’s baffling, to be honest.  

14. New York Islanders (2-1-0, +7. CF%: 7, xGF%: 12) 

Biggest surprise: Their plus-7 goal differential, third-best in 
the league. But before we get too excited, it was a six-goal 
win against the Ducks and a three-goal win against the 
Sharks. They are more fun to watch under Lane Lambert, 
though.  

15. Los Angeles Kings (3-2-0, -1. CF%: 23, xGF%: 21) 

Biggest surprise: The Kings don’t look like they’ve taken the 
next step despite their winning record, falling behind in 
games and then having to claw back the hard way. This is 
still Anze Kopitar’s team, but worth noting that Gabe Vilardi 
has looked excellent despite a tough start to his pro career.  

16. Nashville Predators (2-2-1, -3. CF%: 8, xGF%: 15) 

Biggest surprise: A second line that can score?! The Preds 
usually either have one really good scoring line or no scoring 
line at all, so this is a little different. However, swept by 
Dallas and then blow a 3-1 lead? Not good.  

17. Washington Capitals (2-2-0, even. CF%: 16, xGF%: 19) 

Biggest surprise: Darcy Kuemper’s questionable play 
obviously, but it hasn’t been bad enough to be a worry. Yet.  

18. Winnipeg Jets (1-1-0, even. CF%: 13, xGF%: 17) 

Biggest surprise: Maybe they haven’t imploded yet? It’s still 
too early to say what kind of Jets team we’re getting, though 
it is interesting only three players have scored goals – Mark 

Scheifele, Kyle Connor and, uh, Sam Gagner – for them so 
far.  

19. Detroit Red Wings (2-0-1, +5. CF%: 24, xGF%: 27) 

Biggest surprise: Perhaps their effort level under Derek 
Lalonde after looking listless sometimes under Jeff Blashill. It 
was not Blashill’s fault, but it shows how a new voice and a 
swath of quality free agents can raise the level of play. Dylan 
Larkin’s backcheck – you know the one – was fantastic and 
also not the first time he’s done this.  

20. Buffalo Sabres (2-1-0, +4. CF%: 25, xGF%: 29) 

Biggest surprise: Mattias Samuelsson and Rasmus Dahlin 
on their top pairing and playing very well. Yours truly 
believes in this core.  

21. Philadelphia Flyers (3-0-0, +5. CF%: 31, xGF%: 30) 

Biggest surprise: That they’re one of four teams to remain 
unbeaten this season. John Tortorella gets results no matter 
where he goes and, true to his word, has given minutes to 
those who most deserve it. That includes Noah Cates, who 
scored the winner in a 3-2 upset against the Lightning. 
They’re turning heads and already deserve some respect.  

22. Ottawa Senators (1-2-0, -2. CF%: 22, xGF%: 13) 

Biggest surprise: How shaky they looked to start, only to beat 
the Bruins in a seven-goal outburst. It’s a little tough to 
gauge how good they’ll be with such a young roster, but 
they’re undeniably talented.  

23. Montreal Canadiens (2-2-0, -3. CF%: 21, xGF%: 28) 

Biggest surprise: Sean Monahan. Kirby Dach. Arber Xhekaj. 
Jordan Harris. Kaiden Guhle. Cole Caufield. Pick any name, 
and it seems like Martin St. Louis is getting the most out of 
him.  

24. Columbus Blue Jackets (1-3-0, -8. CF%: 29, xGF%: 26) 

Biggest surprise: Cole Sillinger, Kent Johnson and Jack 
Roslovic have combined for one assist and a minus-7 rating. 
They should all be pushing this team forward.  

25. Minnesota Wild (0-3-0, -8. CF%: 12, xGF%: 11) 

Biggest surprise: I expected Marc-Andre Fleury to be bad, 
but not this bad. The Wild have allowed 20 goals in three 
games, albeit against tough opponents. There seems to be a 
changing of the guard, too, with Calen Addison playing top-
four minutes while quarterbacking PP1.  

26. Vancouver Canucks (0-3-1, -6. CF%: 14, xGF%: 22) 

Biggest surprise: Not being ranked in the bottom three even 
though they’re off to a horrendous start blowing multi-goal 
leads in each of their four games. J.T. Miller has been one of 
their worst players, and Patrick Allvin was onto something 
when he wanted to stop all talk about the Canucks’ 106-point 
pace under Bruce Boudreau last season.  

27. New Jersey Devils (1-2-0, -4. CF%: 1, xGF%: 1) 

Biggest surprise: Just how bad their goaltending has been in 
spite of league-best possession metrics. (Yes, I did a double-
take, too.) We knew that was a possibility, but five goals on 
22 shots for Vitek Vanecek and a .864 save percentage for 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 20, 2022 

 

Mackenzie Blackwood? At this rate, it doesn’t matter if Jack 
Hughes scores 120 points.  

28. Anaheim Ducks (1-3-0, -9. CF%: 30, xGF%: 31) 

Biggest surprise: Last season, the Ducks couldn’t score or 
defend. This season, they can score but not defend. 
Improvement!  

29. Seattle Kraken (1-2-1, -5. CF%: 20, xGF%: 10) 

Biggest surprise: That they still don’t know their identity? If 
you’re competitive and going for the playoffs, you don’t play 
Shane Wright six minutes a night. If you’re still developing 
and fostering a young core, you also don’t play Shane Wright 
six minutes a night. Either way, they’ve gotta send him back 
to juniors.  

30. Chicago Blackhawks (1-2-0, -1. CF%: 28, xGF%: 25) 

Biggest surprise: They haven’t unravelled as quickly as 
everyone expected, though the signs are already there.  

31. Arizona Coyotes (1-2-0, -5. CF%: 32, xGF%: 32) 

Biggest surprise: The big Nick Ritchie revenge game, of 
course. It’s like the only way the Coyotes can beat anybody 
is with karma. Good thing for the Leafs they only visit once a 
year.  

32. San Jose Sharks (0-5-0, -11. CF%: 27, xGF%: 23) 

Biggest surprise: That this team has bottomed out? Has it 
finally happened? Connor Bedard might look good in teal.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
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Edmonton Oilers need their hands to catch up with their hearts 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

Lack of offence is never going to be a problem with the Edmonton Oilers. 

Except when it is. 

Like Tuesday night against Buffalo. With just two goals to show for 60 
minutes against the plucky Sabres, the Oilers found themselves on the 
wrong side of some slim margins again in a 4-2 loss. 

While coaches gravitate more toward pointing out the glaring mistakes 
that lead to goals against, which is a necessary tact because no ship will 
stay afloat very long with holes in the hull, the simple fact of the matter is 
that two goals is not good enough to win many games. 

Not on 48 shots, 23 of them in the third period. Had their hands been in 
sync with their hearts, the Oilers come out of Tuesday’s game with two 
points. 

“We came out of the first period 1-1, but I thought it could have been 5-
1,” said winger Evander Kane. “In the first period we had six or seven 
Grade A opportunities. In the second we had five or six. We put up 
almost 50 shots. 

“The bounces weren’t going our way. We had one in that last minute at 
the end (with the goalie pulled) to make it interesting. We’re getting our 
chances, which is a good sign. The finish will come.” 

With a couple of perennial Art Ross candidates in the lineup, you can rest 
assured the goals will come. But, like the defence, Edmonton’s offensive 
sights are just a little bit off in the early going. 

The power play is going well (4-for-11) and they already have three goals 
from the blue line, but one five-on-five goal from their top-six forwards in 
three games is rather eye-catching. 

“You tip your hat to the other team,” said Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft. 
“They did some good stuff and their goaltender had a hell of a game 
under a lot of duress. 

“We had multiple breakaways and odd-numbered situations, second 
chances. We were around the paint. We can be sharper and bear down, 
being ready to capitalize when the puck is on your tape. 

“But we scored 10 goals in three games, that should be more than 
enough to have success. I don’t worry about our team’s offensive output, 
there are going to be nights like that when you run into a hot goaltender. 
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“We’re putting little bit more attention to the errors that we think we can 
clean up to keep more goals out of our net rather than worrying about 
what we’re putting in the other net.” 

With three games in 11 days, it’s understandable if their timing is off. 

“We had some gaps between games,” said defenceman Cody Ceci. 
“Now our schedule seems to be a little more normal, we’re playing every 
second night now, getting back in the swing of things.” 

HURRICANE WARNING 

The “swing of things” is six games in the next 11 days, three of them on 
the road, starting with Thursday’s visit by the 3-0 Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Hurricanes are a fast, tenacious team that is relentless in its 
forechecking and puck pursuit. This is the kind of team that preys on the 
things that have been hampering the Oilers — mismanaged pucks, 
defensive hesitation and timid work along the boards. 

The Oilers are calling on themselves to be smarter in the open areas of 
the ice and more assertive in the hard areas. 

“You can always be harder,” said Kane. “If we look at some of the 
opportunities we gave up over these last three games, that was the focal 
point. Playing a tough team like Carolina, we’re going to have to be hard 
because they have a lot of guys who fight hard around the net at both 
ends.” 

Responding in kind is the only way to keep from falling to 1-3. 

“They’ve become a great team,” said Ceci. “They’re coming in here with 
some new additions who are finding their way as well. It will be a good 
test for us at home.” 

After this, St. Louis and Pittsburgh are in town, so the Oilers will be 
logging some hard miles while trying to get their game back on track. 

“The next few teams coming in are strong teams,” said Ceci. “Hopefully 
we’re ready to go and play a full 60, because we’re going to have to 
against these teams.” 

HOLLOWAY QUESTIONABLE 

While there is no official word on Dylan Holloway, Woodcroft said he is 
looking and sounding fine after taking a hellacious hit from Buffalo’s Ilya 
Lyubushkin eight shifts into Tuesday’s game. 

“He seemed to be in good spirits,” said Woodcroft. “He had a cut on his 
nose.” 

The 21-year-old left the game and didn’t return. He also didn’t practice 
with the team on Wednesday, so he is questionable for Thursday against 
the Hurricanes. There is no sense rushing him back. 

The Oilers have one extra player with the big team, forward Derek Ryan. 
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Edmonton Oilers aren't Sabre-rattled after fumbling Buffalo game 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

The first week or so of the NHL schedule is always tricky. 

Whether a team is running hot or sputtering off the line, everyone knows 
that the first three games of the season is far too small a sample size to 
formulate any sort of informed opinion about who they really are. 

The 2019-20 Buffalo Sabres started 8-1-1 and missed the playoffs by 13 
points. The 2018-19 St. Louis Blues lost seven of their first nine games 
and won a Stanley Cup. 

So, the Edmonton Oilers sitting 1-2 after sloppy losses to Calgary and 
Buffalo and a narrow escape against the Vancouver Canucks is no cause 
for concern. 

Granted, it’s a little unnerving for Oilers fans, especially with Carolina, St. 
Louis and Pittsburgh still to come on the season-opening homestand, 
followed by 12 of their next 18 games on the road. 

The Oilers identified these first six games at Rogers Place as their 
opportunity to set the tone for the season, and stockpile as many points 
as possible for the long winter ahead, but they’re a little off the mark on 
both fronts. 

That’s unusual for what is traditionally a fast-starting team, but what they 
look like on Oct. 20 is of zero consequence in mid-April, so long as they 
still don’t look like this in November. 

“It’s three games,” said Oilers captain Connor McDavid, well aware that 
the market is already growing uneasy with the early deficits and frantic 
games of catch-up. 

“I know there is going to be lots made of those three games. We don’t 
want to be sitting at 1-2, but I don’t think there’s any need to panic. This 
group knows how important starts are — not only to games, but to the 
season — and we haven’t had our best for the first three. But I would 
expect our best is coming here.” 

It has to, with the 3-0 Hurricanes visiting on Thursday. 

So the cleanup continues, with the Oilers working to tidy up their puck 
management and strengthen their defensive spine after Tuesday’s 
disappointing and easily avoidable 4-2 loss to the Buffalo Sabres. 

“We feel we’re going to score enough, it’s eliminating some of those 
errors that led to those goals against,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, 
who watched a ferocious, 23-shot third-period rally get turned away by 
Sabres goalie Eric Comrie. “The urgency and desperation that you saw in 
the third is a credit to our players’ push. But where I’m putting our focus 
is eliminating some of the freebies that I think cost us the game. 

Buffalo Sabres' John-Jason Peterka (77) scores on the Edmonton Oilers' 
goalie Stuart Skinner (74) during second period NHL action at Rogers 
Place in Edmonton, Tuesday Oct. 18, 2022.  

Late rally not enough as Edmonton Oilers drop another one at home 

Oct 4, 2022; Buffalo, New York, USA; Buffalo Sabres defenseman Owen 
Power (25) controls the puck as Carolina Hurricanes left wing Mackenzie 
MacEachern (28) looks to defend during the first period at KeyBank 
Center. Mandatory Credit: Timothy T. Ludwig-USA TODAY Sports 

Expectations high for Buffalo Sabres defenceman Owen Power 

“Those were probably 40 of our best minutes but I don’t think we’ve 
played a full 60 yet.” 

That a 4-2 loss is being held up as their best game so far gives you some 
idea of how the other two games went, but Woodcroft is right, there was 
plenty about his team to like in that game. The Oilers outshot Buffalo 15-
7 in the first period and 23-5 in the third and can argue that they 
deserved a better fate. 

But falling behind 1-0 for the third time in three games and giving Buffalo 
a couple of easy ones in the second period overshadows the good. 

“Anytime you lose, there is no satisfaction in this room, there are no 
moral victories,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse. “We are not happy 
being 1-2 to start the year. We can say all we want, but we have got to 
come out and show it on the ice. There are areas of our game that got 
better, but with that said we are 1-2 and hungry to win games.” 
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A big part of feeding that hunger is not having to spend the entire night 
chasing the game. Edmonton trailed from wire to wire against Calgary 
and Buffalo and trailed for 55 of 60 minutes against Vancouver before a 
McDavid hat-trick dug them out of the hole. They’ve been behind by two 
goals in all three games so far. 

“It’s not the way we want to play, it is not a fun way to play,” said Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins. “We need to find a way to get a lead and hold on to it.  
We are a tough team to come back on when we are firing on all 
cylinders.” 

And when they’re taking risks to try and crawl out of a hole, it throws 
everything out of whack. 

”When you’re chasing games it’s hard to settle into a system because 
you have to force it a little bit in areas that you normally wouldn’t,” said 
Nurse. “So we have to take that (hole digging) out of our game and to do 
that we have to put ourselves in better positions.” 

The belief is that the Oilers will settle down and figure things out sooner 
than later, so nobody is getting wound up over three games. But they are 
also well aware that it’s not going to happen on its own. And pretty soon 
it won’t be early anymore. 

“We don’t look at it like, ‘Things will be fine eventually,’ we have to work 
and get it done,” said Evander Kane, adding it needs to start now. “We 
have three really good teams coming in and it’s going to be a test for us, 
especially the way we started the first three.” 
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Another Oilers loss isn’t ideal, but it shows why they have little to be 
worried about 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

 

EDMONTON — There were miscues and turnovers, the offence 
sputtered, and the power play couldn’t capitalize. Those were all major 
factors in the Oilers’ latest loss, a 4-2 decision to the Sabres on Tuesday. 

The Oilers have lost two of their first three games and have led for not 
even five minutes — 4:59 to be exact — all season. 

This is not how anyone drew up the start for an expected Stanley Cup 
contender. 

“Any time you lose, there’s no satisfaction in this room,” defenceman 
Darnell Nurse said. “There are no moral victories. We’re not happy with 
being 1-2 here to start the year.” 

“We need to get results,” added captain Connor McDavid. “That’s what 
this league is about.” 

Though undesirable, there’s no reason to fret about the Oilers’ early 
subpar play. This is no five-alarm fire. 

Not yet anyway. 

“I don’t think there’s any panic in here,” forward Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
said, “but we know that we can be better.” 

Sure, they spotted the Canucks three straight goals in the opener, but 
they came back and won. 

Yes, they were dominated at times by the Flames three nights later, but 
they hung tough and made it a one-goal game. 

Of course, they fell to the Sabres — a clearly inferior team — but they 
were the better team for most of the contest. 

The difference was a pair of poor mistakes by their best players. That’s 
not par for the course. 

That doesn’t mean just forget about it and pretend it didn’t happen. It’s 
just that this is easily correctable stuff. 

“We gifted them two goals there,” McDavid said. 

“We shot ourselves in the foot a little bit,” Nurse said. 

The two biggest culprits against the Sabres were Nurse, the team’s No. 1 
blueliner, and 2020 Hart Trophy winner Leon Draisaitl. 

Nurse looked foolish when Tage Thompson walked around him on what 
appeared to be a nothing rush, and then coolly tucked the puck past 
goalie Stuart Skinner. Nurse isn’t the perfect defenceman, but he seldom 
is made to look like that. 

“I want to take (back) that first one in the second (period),” he said. 

Nurse noticeably had to wear the goat horns, but he was far from the 
only person to blame for allowing that goal. Draisaitl missed a stick check 
on Thompson. Defence partner Cody Ceci changed lanes, putting Nurse 
in chase mode. Skinner didn’t pokecheck as Thompson cut through the 
crease. 

The Sabres then made it 3-1 when an errant Draisaitl back pass went by 
linemate Kailer Yamamoto and quickly resulted in a breakaway for JJ 
Peterka, who was behind the Oilers’ defence. 

That type of wayward attempt happens on occasion from Draisaitl. More 
often than not, it’s executed beautifully and creates a scoring chance for 
a teammate. 

“I don’t even think it was a total 20 minutes of playing bad hockey,” 
Nugent-Hopkins said. “It was little breakdowns at different parts of the 
second period.” 

The Oilers doubled the Sabres in shots, 48-24, powered by a frantic push 
in the third. Sabres goaltender and Edmonton native Eric Comrie was the 
difference. 

You’d think Edmonton’s elite offence would be able to light up Comrie, a 
career backup (to date). The Oilers couldn’t, despite 15 high-danger 
chances at five-on-five, per Natural Stat Trick, and three power-play 
opportunities. 

“You get one of those halfway through the game and the whole game 
changes,” Nugent-Hopkins said. 

That’s hockey. Play that game over again and the score is probably 
much different. That’s not always going to be within the Oilers’ power. 

Limiting errors is something completely within their grasp. 

“I would go back to the start of the second period — mistakes that were 
made and mistakes that were on our tape that are uncharacteristic of us,” 
coach Jay Woodcroft said. “It proved that we couldn’t outscore those 
mistakes no matter how many shots we poured on their goaltender. 

“If we keep getting those grade-A chances, we have confidence that it 
will turn for us. We feel we’re going to score enough. It’s eliminating 
some of those errors that led to goals against that are within our control.” 

Woodcroft lamented his team’s inability to put together a full-game effort 
free of self-inflicted errors. Citing the opening and closing frames against 
the Sabres, he felt the Oilers played their best 40 minutes of the early 
season. 

It’s the middle 20 minutes that did them in. To that extent, the Oilers got 
what they deserved. 

Let an opposing team’s top scorer from last season waltz right in on the 
net, practically untouched, and you’re asking for it. Gift a skilled forward a 
clear-cut breakaway, and, well, you’re asking for it there, too. 

Surely, this is more an outlier than the norm. 
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“Where I’m putting our focus is eliminating some of those freebies that I 
think cost us this game, things that can be cleaned up,” Woodcroft said. 

This start is far from ideal. Putting points in the bank early matters. 

The Oilers know what a good start to the season can do for them. They 
began the last campaign 5-0, 9-1 and 16-5. The Oilers didn’t lose their 
second game until Nov. 8 last season — their 11th game. Those early 
victories gave them a cushion when things went off the rails in December 
and January. 

Now, the Oilers have the Hurricanes, Blues and Penguins left on the 
schedule to start their season-opening, six-game homestand. Things 
could get ugly if they don’t clean up their act in hurry. 

The thing is, this team should be too good to allow this to continue for 
much longer. We’ll soon find out if this is but a mere blip. 

The captain sure thinks so. 

“It’s three games,” McDavid said. “I know there’s lots that’s going to be 
made out of those three games. We certainly don’t want to be sitting 1-2. 

“With that being said, I don’t think there’s any need to panic. This group 
knows how important starts are not only to games but to the season. We 
haven’t had our best for the first three, but I would expect our best (is) 
coming here.” 

Here’s betting he’s right. 
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Lowetide: Did the Oilers find the right fit for winger Zach Hyman? 

 

Allan Mitchell 

 

Edmonton Oilers winger Zach Hyman is a versatile player. He can play in 
all game states, deliver on an outscoring line or serve as a feature winger 
on a pure offensive unit. 

During his time with the Toronto Maple Leafs, his most common centres 
were John Tavares and Auston Matthews. While playing with those two 
pivots over the final three seasons he was with Toronto, Hyman’s five-on-
five goal share was 56 percent (Tavares) and 60 percent (Matthews). 

As is the case with all big free-agent wingers procured during the Connor 
McDavid era, dreams of cashing goals with the captain was the 
immediate plan. But the Oilers signed winger Evander Kane midseason 
and re-signed him this summer. 

Now in Year 2, coach Jay Woodcroft may be looking for other areas of 
deployment for Hyman. 

Is there an ideal spot in the lineup aside from left wing with the captain? 

Hyman’s centres 

The Maple Leafs and Oilers ice some of the best centres in the game 
and Hyman has played major minutes with all of them over the last four 
seasons (and this year’s games). 

Here’s a look at the five-on-five totals, including Hyman’s individual 
points per 60 and the goals per 60 and goal share for each line, via 
Natural Stat Trick. Sorted by goal share for each line. Oilers numbers are 
exclusively for the 2021-22 season. 

The numbers highlighted in blue are Hyman’s individual points per 60 
while with each centre, the other numbers are for the lines listed by 
centre. 

There’s no surprise that Matthews and McDavid lead the way, and the 
numbers are close enough to consider equal. Matthews’ line scored more 
and gave up more, but the differential is about even. Hyman scored well 
individually on both lines. 

In Toronto, the Tavares line was also an outscoring unit, but Hyman 
wasn’t an impact scorer on a high-octane line. The trio did outscore 
opponents handsomely, an ideal scenario for a No. 2 line. 

In Edmonton, the Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins lines are 
below par in outscoring with Hyman. Even strong scoring totals didn’t 
help the Draisaitl line with Hyman aboard, the trio gave it all back and 
more. 

These numbers suggest Hyman is best deployed with 97 in Edmonton. 
The math also suggests he is an uneasy fit with Draisaitl and a poor fit 
with Nugent-Hopkins. Is there a spot in the lineup, aside from playing 
wing for McDavid, that has made itself known? 

Elites 

Let’s look at the Puck IQ “binning” of competition. How does Hyman do 
against elites with each of his common centres? DFF percentage is 
dangerous Fenwick, an elevated version of Corsi that gives greater 
weight to dangerous shots and shots that come from close to the net. 
Puck IQ’s glossary is helpful for those unfamiliar with the metric. 

The Hyman numbers with each centre offer great insight. Matthews and 
McDavid remain the class of the group, but there is some movement 
among the rest of the pivots. 

Time on ice together is always a worry, the Nuge minutes aren’t plentiful 
but are revealing. RNH and Hyman is an intriguing combination based on 
these numbers. 

The Draisaitl and Hyman numbers are below what might be expected, 
and far enough below the Tavares totals to be of some concern. 

Woodcroft 

We know coach Woodcroft put the two men together after arriving in mid-
February, and the five-on-five results (again via Natural Stat Trick) were 
solid. 

Coach TOI Goals-60 Goal % 

Tippett 

22 

0 

0 (0-2) 

Woodcroft 

323 

3.34 

50 

Parsing even more, from the beginning of Woodcroft’s time as coach 
through the end of March, Puck IQ tells us the two men delivered 53.5 
percent Dangerous Fenwick and a DFF%RC of 3.36. 

That would be in line with expectations. 

This season 

Hyman had one five-on-five assist (on a McDavid goal, Draisaitl also on 
the ice) entering action against the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday night. 

Through two periods against Buffalo, Hyman played with Draisaitl and 
Jesse Puljujarvi, and the trio delivered a most unusual set of numbers. 

The line allowed a goal on what should have set up a strong sequence in 
the Sabres zone. Puljujarvi’s wild shot after streaking down the wing 
looked like it was headed for Edmonton’s zone after missing the net and 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 19, 2022 

 

caroming off the board. Draisaitl’s brilliant hand-eye served as both 
blessing and curse, as he was able to knock the puck down, but had no 
good passing options. The puck was turned over, jailbreak the other way, 
and Edmonton was down 2-1 early in the second period. 

The line went 1-1 HDSC while together, and individually Hyman had 
some looks in what was a frustrating game for the home team. 

As the game went along, Woodcroft slammed lines together in a 
desperate attempt to find anything that rhymed. Hyman and Draisaitl 
added to Nugent-Hopkins had a fantastic run that included 6-1 shots and 
4-0 HDSC in just over three minutes. 

As seconds wound down, Nuge sent a deft pass to Hyman for a chance 
in front of the net. 

Edmonton lost 4-2 but the team might have found a second line: Hyman, 
Draisaitl and Nugent-Hopkins. 

Stay tuned. 
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'Party crasher' Nazem Kadri makes immediate impact for Flames 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

 

'Party crasher' Nazem Kadri makes immediate impact for Flames 

The result was a disallowed goal. Bummer. 

The sequence, however, was reflective of Nazem Kadri’s arrival at the 
Saddledome, of his introduction as the Calgary Flames’ prized summer 
signing. 

The 32-year-old centre isn’t tip-toeing anywhere. Just like he crashed the 
crease in Tuesday’s victory over the Vegas Golden Knights, Kadri has 
crashed the party — in a good way. 

“That’s where goals are scored, in front of the net,” Kadri reminded. “I’m 
always trying to get there because I want to score. I probably disagreed 
with that call, didn’t think there was a whole lot going on there, but you 
have to get to those areas, especially later in the season and into the 
playoffs.” 

Kadri, fresh off a Stanley Cup celebration with the Colorado Avalanche, 
was billed as a guy who would be a difference-maker later in the season 
and into the playoffs. 

That remains true. 

The Scotiabank Saddledome, photographed on Wednesday. The city has 
announced that talks are again on with the Flames corporation to build a 
new arena. 

'Fresh start': Talks revived for new NHL arena in Calgary 

Grinders get their due as Flames rally for victory over Golden Knights 

Calgary Flames forward Trevor Lewis celebrates after scoring an empty-
net goal on the Dallas Stars during Game 5 of the Western Conference 
final at the Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary on May 11, 2022. 

Two-time Stanley Cup champ Trevor Lewis wants ring with Flames 

Thing is, the new guy in No. 91 isn’t simply waiting for a springtime show-
off. He’s immediately been an impact sort for his new crew. Through 
three games, all wins, you could make a case that he has been the 
Flames’ best forward. 

The second-line pivot — signed in August to a seven-year, US$49-million 
contract — leads his team with four points so far. It would be five if the 
NHL hadn’t overturned Elias Lindholm’s rebound goal against the Golden 
Knights. Kadri had a good whack at a loose puck at the start of that 
chaotic scramble before he tumbled into Logan Thompson, who was 
already sprawling. The out-of-town team challenged for goaltender 
interference and the NHL’s review officials ultimately agreed, ruling Kadri 
“had a significant presence in the crease, impairing Thompson’s ability to 
play his position.” 

Too bad. 

But as he said himself as the Flames turned their attention to Thursday’s 
clash with the Buffalo Sabres (7:30 p.m. MT, Sportsnet 360/Sportsnet 
960 The Fan), good things will happen if he continues to get his cracks 
from the edge of the blue paint. 

“I like where my game is at,” said Kadri, one of two locals — Mikael 
Backlund is the other — already in double digits in shots on net. “Of 
course, there are certain areas I’d like to improve on. But I’m moving with 
pace, playing with pace, playing physical and making plays. That’s when 
I feel like I’m at my best.” 

The Flames are far from their best — you’ll hear that from any team in 
the second week of the 82-game grind — but there’s a lot to like about 
the early returns from this overhauled roster. 

They’ve had dominant stretches in all three contests. 

They’re averaging a whole lot more shots than they’re surrendering in 
their own end. 

Their high-profile off-season additions have all made positive 
impressions. 

MacKenzie Weegar had a pair of helpers — and was feted as first star — 
on opening night. 

MacKenzie Weegar in action against the Edmonton Oilers on Oct. 15. 

Kadri buried on a breakaway and also assisted on Andrew Mangiapane’s 
game-winner during Saturday’s Battle of Alberta. 

Jonathan Huberdeau factored on two power-play goals to help cue the 
comeback against the Golden Knights and continued to endear himself to 
the faithful fan-base with this post-game promise: “That’s going to be the 
character of our team — we’re not going to quit. We are going to work 
hard all game, even if we’re going to be down.” 

“I think they’ve fit in really well and the one cool part about the three of 
them is they’re all vocal,” said Flames assistant coach Ryan Huska, who 
handled media duties after Wednesday’s practice. “So we have more 
conversations now between our players than we have in the past. I think 
that comes from maturity and older players, for sure, but also a little bit of 
experience. Kads understands you have to really have a connection with 
the people you’re on the ice with. So if you don’t like the way something 
is done, there’s a lot of communication going on right now and a lot of 
those guys have brought that in and it’s making the guys that were here 
in the past be a part of that, as well. 

“That is something that has been a noticeable difference — that we’re a 
much more vocal team in behind the scenes.” 

Outside those locker-room walls, the new guys remain the talk of the 
town. 

So far, it’s been an impressive intro. Kadri’s tenacity shows on almost 
every shift. It’s been more barging in than blending in — and that’s a 
compliment. 

“There’s been a lot of positives,” he said. “Our schedule has been really 
tough to start the season — some good opponents, some people that 
you’re going to think are going to be there in the end — and we have 
been able to answer and play some pretty good hockey. 
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“Now, of course, there is room for improvement and we always want to 
continue to get better and it’s the start of the season, so you don’t expect 
everything to be mid-season form quite yet. But we’ve had some good 
tests, and I think we’ve responded.” 

ICE CHIPS: Flames blue-liner Noah Hanifin was absent for Wednesday’s 
work. He’s now missed a pair of practices this week, a sure sign that he’s 
bothered by some sort of nagging injury, although he still logged 20-plus 
minutes against the Golden Knights. If Hanifin needs a night off on 
Thursday, Nikita Zadorov would be elevated from the third pairing. 
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Flames’ bottom-6 forwards deserve their due in comeback win over 
Golden Knights 

 

Julian McKenzie 

 

CALGARY — The net was empty and the Flames’ top-six forwards 
already had their chances at closing the door in the offensive zone, to no 
avail. A handful of chances in the offensive zone were blocked and failed 
to sink the Vegas Golden Knights. So Flames coach Darryl Sutter sent 
out his third line of Mikael Backlund, Blake Coleman and Trevor Lewis to 
finish the job and complete the comeback. 

It was a fitting way to end a game in which the Flames overcame 
adversity through their depth. 

“It should be a theme in our room all year,” Coleman said after the 
Flames’ 3-2 win over the Golden Knights on Tuesday night at the 
Scotiabank Saddledome. “We got a lot of guys that have been and a lot 
of guys that understand that you play 60 (minutes for a reason). I don’t 
think anyone’s happy with the way we started. I think that we showed a 
lot of maturity as a group to stick with it tonight to turn the game into our 
favour and start to put them on their heels.” 

The Flames fell two goals behind after 20 minutes. Two power-play goals 
and a hard-fought game-winner later, they now have three consecutive 
wins to start the season for the first time since 2009, when they knew 
nothing about a 13-year season-opening losing streak. Yes, each player 
from the Flames’ top line produced in some capacity — Jonathan 
Huberdeau had two assists, and Tyler Toffoli and Elias Lindholm each 
scored a power-play goal — but the Flames don’t earn this win without 
tapping into their defensive identity and the work of their bottom-six 
forwards. 

“That’s how you’re going to win in this league,” Huberdeau said. “I think 
it’s when, throughout the lineup, you’re going to get guys that work hard. I 
think you’ve seen that tonight. The first two lines weren’t going too well, 
and these guys came in and it gets us going. That’s what we’re going to 
need all year.” 

The Flames’ power play will grab a lot of the headlines because of the 
opportunities they were gifted in the second period. The fourth line of 
Milan Lucic, Brett Ritchie and Kevin Rooney single-handedly drew four of 
the Golden Knights’ six penalties taken in the second period. 

“They should have assists on the power-play goals,” Sutter said. “They 
should announce some guys’ assists because they carried their guys that 
were on the power play for the first half of the game.” 

But some attention should come toward their penalty kill. When the 
Flames were called upon to defend power plays, they were perfect 
through four opportunities. The Golden Knights weren’t dangerous with 
the man advantage and gave up a few chances while short-handed, 
including a Coleman effort that saw him swipe the puck away from 
Jonathan Marchessault and power his way to the net. He missed his 

chance, and as he finished his shift, he let loose an expletive that could 
be heard from the nosebleeds. 

“It’s important,” Coleman said. “Special teams win a lot of games during 
the season and, obviously, in the postseason. You’ve got to be good in 
those situations. Our power play did their job, and our penalty kill needed 
to step up.” 

Because of their work in their own end, the Flames ended up becoming 
the more active team offensively. Calgary held Vegas to 12 shots on net 
across the final 40 minutes of play, all the while suppressing the Golden 
Knights at five-on-five. They out-chanced the Golden Knights in scoring 
chances and high-danger chances. As for that power play, it stepped up 
when needed thanks to the two goals that tied the score in the second 
period, but Huberdeau acknowledged their power play could still be 
better. 

“We got some huge goals on the power play, and that’s what we 
wanted,” he said. “We need the power play to be good.” 

The Flames’ go-ahead goal did not require an extra man on the ice but 
instead was brought by sustaining offensive pressure and their work near 
the goal line. Backlund’s first goal of the season against Edmonton last 
weekend came on a rebound while parked in front of the net. Tuesday, 
Backlund returned to the well to finish a wraparound attempt by Coleman 
to give the Flames the lead for good. 

“I saw (Coleman) got it behind the night, and I had a feeling he was going 
to wrap it or take it to the net,” Backlund said. “I was thinking I was going 
to drive far post. That’s usually where I end up when someone wraps it. I 
was happy to see it came to my stick and just tried to put it in.” 

With the dust settling following the Flames’ first three games, they can 
say they have the early one-up on three quality teams in the Western 
Conference. Their offence helped against powerhouses in Edmonton and 
Colorado. But their depth and defending carried them against Vegas. In a 
reversal from the first two games, which saw the Flames seize a lead 
before trying to weather off opposing offences, they were able to impose 
themselves over the final 40 minutes. 

It’s one step closer to the result they crave: a full-game effort. 

“When we’re on, we’re a really good team,” Backlund said. “Still haven’t 
played a full 60. Today was a sloppy first, but we took charge in the 
second and were the better team for the rest of the game.” 

The Flames have seven more games in an eight-game homestand and 
games against Eastern Conference foes like Buffalo and Carolina to 
show they can dominate throughout a game. The offence still needs time 
to jell so it can be more clinical when the opportunities call for it, but the 
defensive identity Sutter has ingrained in his team from the start of his 
second go-round as head coach is still present and can remain a 
problem for opponents if the Flames execute. 
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Vancouver Canucks fans' angst front and centre after Conor Garland 
scratched 

Vancouver Canucks fans, players, coaches, managers, staffers, 
everyone wants to see many, many wins. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Needless to say, Vancouver Canucks fans are 
frustrated. 

The team is off to a 0-3-1 start and, while they can score, they can’t play 
defence. 
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No team is going to win when they’re giving up three or four goals a 
night. 

Tuesday, against the Columbus Blue Jackets, with Ilya Mikheyev 
recovered from his knee sprain, a forward had to come out of the lineup. 
Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau chose Conor Garland. Post-game, 
Boudreau said he thought he hadn’t been playing well, but that there 
were many options. 

From the outside, it was a tough decision given the mostly good things 
that have been happening with Garland on the ice. Last season he was a 
big point-producer. And Boudreau often praised Garland’s efforts, calling 
him a player who dragged his team into the fight. 

“I know how good he can play,” Boudreau said Tuesday night, after the 
Canucks lost 4-3 in overtime to the Blue Jackets. 

The fan response to the news that scratching Garland was a simple 
coach’s decision said a lot: a mix of frustration and bafflement, with a 
couple small doses of “well at least it’s something.” 

But more than anything, it all spoke to the angst Canucks fans are 
feeling. That the current winless streak has come, four times in a row, in 
such unprecedented circumstances, makes it even harder. 

On Monday night, in blowing a lead and then losing to the Washington 
Capitals, the Canucks set a new record: never before had an NHL team 
opened the season with three consecutive losses where they had taken 
multi-goal leads only for the opposition to come back and win. 

On Tuesday, they broke their own record, sort of, since they lost in 
overtime and picked up a point. Still, it was four straight games that they 
had taken a good lead and then blown it. 

A midseason losing streak happens. When it’s at the start of the season, 
and it’s so spectacular in the process, it’s more than most fans can take. 
And yet, it seems they also can’t look away. 

Some of Sean Chesman’s first hockey memories are the Canucks’ run in 
the 2009 Stanley Cup playoffs, when the Canucks beat the St. Louis 
Blues in the first round and then lost to the Chicago Blackhawks, the first 
of three straight years that they had met in the playoffs. His early fandom 
saw so much success, the swoon of recent years has been hard to take, 
but he can’t stop watching. 

“I would be mad about this start but it’s just not surprising,” he said, 
recognizing that he’s been dulled into expecting mediocrity. “I’m always 
invested in this team. I love this team. 

“I’d feel more discouraged if this hadn’t happened over the past four, five 
years with this team, though expectations were higher this year.” 

Finding a way to get the defence more active would help. An analysis of 
the Canucks’ games so far by former Toronto Maple Leafs data analyst 
Cam Charron found the team is leaning too heavily on Quinn Hughes’s 
abilities. 

“And even with Hughes being overused, the Canucks’ ‘D’ are still 
generating a whole lot of nothing,” he wrote in his post-game analysis of 
Monday’s loss to Washington. 

“The Canucks’ ‘D’ also didn’t set up any scoring chances, in addition to 
setting up just two total shot attempts at five-versus-five (comparatively, 
the Caps’ ‘D’ set up nine shots and four chances, including the winning 
goal),” he added. 

Chesman, who is in the radio arts and entertainment program at BCIT, 
would like to see Jack Rathbone get a chance. The young defenceman 
made the roster out of training camp but has yet to suit-up for a game. 
He has work to do defensively, but his offensive instincts were very 
evident in the AHL last season. 

“He’s a good puck-mover who’d help this team attack from the back end,” 
he said. 

For his part, lifelong fan Jay Hamilton would like to see Boudreau shake 
things up differently. 

“The most glaring way to improve your fortunes immediately to me would 
be to move (J.T.) Miller back to the wing. He’s been a glaring issue away 
from the puck at centre and might actually be getting worse? I would go 
back to the Lotto Line, but that leaves you incredibly thin and playing 
(Curtis) Lazar at third-line centre,” he said. 

“But it’s ‘stuff-at-the-wall’ time and see what sticks. I don’t think there are 
any easy answers for such a fundamentally flawed roster construction.” 

Hamilton also can’t look away, even if he’s frustrated by the team’s lack 
of success for much of the last decade. 

“This team is part of who I am, it’s like a family member who’s hit rock 
bottom over-and-over again. But at the end of the day, you can’t give up 
on them no matter how ugly things get,” he said. 

“My oldest child, Linden, is named after a player, the Canucks for better 
or worse will always be as much a part of my life.” 
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Conor Garland’s healthy scratch and why the Canucks need better from 
Quinn Hughes 

 

By Harman Dayal 

Oct 19, 2022 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — One of the strangest things to wrap your head 
around with the Canucks’ 0-3-1 start is that they’ve had strong stretches 
of hockey in all four games. This isn’t like the slow start from last season 
or the one before where Vancouver looked hopeless and was getting run 
out of the building every night with losses by embarrassing margins. 

The Canucks have given themselves an honest, realistic chance to win in 
every single contest so far. Before Tuesday’s game against the Blue 
Jackets, one could argue they’ve had more good periods than bad ones. 
How, then, is the club still winless? 

One of the aptest ways to describe the Canucks is that they’re playing 
with a lack of professionalism right now. It’s kind of like watching a 
promising rookie who’s learning the ropes of the NHL. We see exciting 
flashes where the rookie takes over, dazzles and inspires a ton of hope. 
But all of that goodwill is undone because of elementary, cardinal sin 
mistakes. And when one mistake happens, the rookie doesn’t know how 
to prevent it from snowballing into more egregious miscues. It unravels 
the rookie’s confidence and he’s eventually stapled to the bench. 

As a team, the Canucks are playing like that rookie. They aren’t 
consistently bad in these games, they’re riding a roller coaster up and 
down until they hit extreme lows because of shocking breakdowns. 

Just look at the tying goals from each of the games the Canucks have 
played so far. Many of them are rookie-type mistakes that would be 
egregious enough to get a young player benched on the spot. 

Game 1 against Edmonton, the power play turned the puck over. The 
surprise, however, is that Bo Horvat spun out of the 50-50 battle too 
easily and didn’t even bother backchecking. Losing the battle would have 
been understandable, but at the very least, he needed to cover Darnell 
Nurse and prevent the three-on-one chance. Nurse, of course, ended up 
scoring the goal. 

In Philadelphia, James Van Riemsdyk’s tying goal was the result of a 
brutal J.T. Miller turnover on the power play on an entry attempt. 
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Look, turnovers will happen from time to time. Sometimes you think of 
the right play but just can’t execute it. On that goal, however, there were 
three Flyers draped all over. It’s the decision to force a pass and not 
appropriately weigh risk-to-reward in that situation that’s the root 
problem. 

On Monday at Capital One Arena, Washington made things even after 
Noah Juulsen gave the puck away not once but twice in that same shift. 
In that case, it quite literally did lead to a benching, as Juulsen didn’t see 
the ice for the rest of the night. 

All of that brings us to Tuesday night’s 4-3 overtime loss to the Blue 
Jackets, the fourth game in a row where the club blew a multi-goal lead. 
Vancouver came out of the gate roaring in the first period, clearly 
determined and focused following the postgame players-only meeting in 
Washington the night prior. The Canucks were battling like crazy and 
when the first test of adversity came in the form of a penalty kill, they 
didn’t just kill the penalty, they scored short-handed. That lead was then 
doubled heading into the middle frame. 

Vancouver’s even-strength defensive game so far has been fascinating 
to evaluate. In terms of the volume of shots and chances they’re 
surrendering, the Canucks are actually doing a decent job — they rank 
11th in terms of their shots-against rate, 14th for expected goals-against 
rate and actually fourth best at preventing scoring chances according to 
Natural Stat Trick. In other words, it’s not like the Canucks are bleeding 
high-danger chances at an embarrassingly high rate like the start of 
2021. Despite that, the club’s surrendered at least three goals or more in 
all 10 of their games dating back to the preseason, with the preseason 
win over Arizona the lone exception. 

Why is there a disconnect between the shot metrics and actual goals 
against? Some will highlight that the goaltending has been average so far 
and it’s absolutely true that Thatcher Demko wasn’t up to his usually 
impeccable standards through his first three starts. That makes a 
genuine difference. The bigger cause, however, is that while Vancouver 
might not allow a ton of chances, when they do break down structurally, 
it’s so bad that it gives the goalie very little chance to recover. The decent 
defensive numbers, in other words, are misleading. 

That’s where Columbus’ tying goal is a relevant example. Vancouver 
started the play with four players down to help defensively. 

With both defencemen below the goal line, Ilya Mikheyev was essentially 
filling the role of the defender covering the front of the net. As the puck 
squirted free to Johnny Gaudreau on the weak side, Riley Stillman 
rushed over to cover him. When Gaudreau picked up the puck it also 
grabbed Mikheyev’s attention. Mikheyev was already in a good initial 
position to block any potential Gaudreau pass in front of the net — the 
middle was protected. 

So far, so good. Unfortunately, Mikheyev drifted toward Gaudreau and 
that left Boone Jenner wide open in front. 

That’s when a secondary breakdown happened. Both Miller and Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson converged on Jenner which left Zach Werenski 
completely unguarded. Jenner slipped a pass to Werenski and from that 
position, Spencer Martin practically had no chance. (Side note, should 
Boudreau move Miller to the wing to lessen his defensive responsibilities 
after another poor two-way game?) 

It was yet another backdoor goal where the weak-side man was 
completely unguarded. 

That’s also an example of a play where the Canucks couldn’t recover 
pucks around the blue paint, which is the most dangerous area of the ice. 
It didn’t seem like Vancouver was recovering rebounds well, which was a 
trend first noticeable against the Flyers. Here are another couple of 
examples of that from the Columbus game. 

Whether it’s backdoor passing plays (like the ones from Washington) or 
hounding rebounds, it’s just too easy for opponents to waltz right in front 
of the Canucks’ crease uncontested right now. This is the kind of stuff 

players and coaches refer to when talking about needing to be “harder to 
play against.” 

Professionalism is about nailing the basics and fundamentals like puck 
management and defending the front of the net. The Canucks have had 
some OK performances through four games, but they’ve never had a 
professional, polished showing from beginning to end. That doesn’t even 
mean outplaying an opponent for the entire game. It just means that you 
bend rather than break when the other team’s pushing. Mistakes are 
inevitable, but the egregious ones are happening so often and in the 
worst possible moments. 

Until that changes, it doesn’t matter how well the club plays in spurts. 

The Garland scratch 

Bruce Boudreau surprised everyone by sitting Conor Garland out as a 
healthy scratch against Columbus, with Mikheyev drawing in. It was 
definitely an odd decision. Garland’s been quiet with just a single goal in 
three games and just four shots on goal, but he’s far from the club’s 
biggest underachiever right now. Garland hasn’t been on the ice for a 
single even-strength goal against, and the Canucks have outshot teams 
20-15 during his five-on-five minutes. 

“We just gotta be accountable,” Boudreau said when asked about 
Garland’s scratch. “The way we’ve played we could have taken a lot of 
guys out, but I got one extra forward so I chose him. I know how good he 
can play but I know how good a lot of these guys can play and they 
haven’t done it yet so I mean it’s not just Conor, he’ll play again, but we 
gotta get better as a group.” 

Garland, despite not playing at his best, is still clearly one of the club’s 
top 12 forwards. This had to be a message of some kind. Maybe part of it 
was about trying to wake the other top players up when they see a key 
piece like Garland benched. 

I wonder if part of the decision also had anything to do with any 
perceived redundancy in Garland and Höglander’s game. This is just a 
guess but what if Boudreau looked at Höglander’s dynamic, high-energy 
performance against Washington, decided Höglander didn’t deserve to 
sit for Mikheyev, and figured that Garland could be sacrificed for a game 
in order to send a message to the entire group about accountability? 
Garland wasn’t the poorest top-nine performer but as another undersized 
middle-six winger with a high motor and crafty edgework, perhaps he 
wasn’t essential in the eyes of Boudreau against Columbus. 

Vasily Podkolzin’s confidence is shining 

Vasily Podkolzin was assertive and dynamic against the Blue Jackets. 
He set the tone with a big hit in the first period and laid another big check 
later in the game. Dangles like this, however, are proof that his 
confidence is at an all-time high in the NHL. I can’t imagine he would 
have tried a play like this last season. 

That’s a bright spot to go along with Pettersson’s continued dominance 
and Horvat definitively bouncing back. 

Quinn Hughes looks off 

Quinn Hughes is being asked to do a lot right now. He’s logged at least 
27 minutes in the last three games and he probably would have done the 
same against Edmonton if he wasn’t forced to miss a chunk of the 
second period because of a high stick. 

Hughes has managed this workload in a span that has included three 
games in four nights, while recovering from an illness that kept him out of 
the end of the preseason. Maybe he’s fatigued which would explain why 
he hasn’t looked himself so far this season. 

Vancouver’s star No. 1 defender has looked fine skating but has turned 
the puck over a lot. 

Hughes took an interference penalty in the third period too and has 
looked tired trying to put up a fight defending the front of the net. The 
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Canucks have been outshot by 10 and out-chanced by 13 during his five-
on-five minutes. 

It’s strange because Hughes is the type of player who you watch and 
think can play half the game without breaking a sweat. But maybe this is 
his limit for now — perhaps Boudreau and the coaching staff need to 
make Hughes’ workload more manageable so he can get back to driving 
elite results. 
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Early NHL slumps: 4 teams off to a rough start and what needs to 
change 

 

Shayna Goldman 

20/10/2022 

 

It’s easy to overreact in the early goings of the season. No team has 
more than five games played yet, so sample sizes are small and tend to 
be over-analyzed. 

But negative results tend to spark conversation.  

No, we’re not surprised that the Sharks are the bottom-feeders in the 
league right now with an 0-5-0 start. They’re expected to finish pretty low 
in the standings after not defining their direction well enough. The 
Coyotes are 1-2-0? Color us shocked they got the win they did. And 
while the Young Ducks are a fun team to watch, going 1-3-0 isn’t exactly 
groundbreaking, either.  

Bad teams being bad isn’t news. It’s expected. It’s boring. 

When results split from expectations, however, there’s something to talk 
about.  

So that’s exactly what we’re going to do by looking at a few teams with 
high hopes this year who have fallen flat to kick off the season.  

Minnesota Wild 

Before the season started, we were asking if the Wild could compete with 
the Avalanche in the spring as the measuring stick for a successful year. 
Obviously, a 6-3 loss to Colorado on Monday confirms that they can’t 
right now. But their start is bigger than that one game. Minnesota’s 0-3-0 
after falling to the Rangers, Kings, and Avalanche. Maybe they’ll be able 
to find their first win against Vancouver since one team actually has to 
win that game. But the Wild need more than just the Canucks to combust 
for that to happen (as likely as it may be).  

The Wild are starting the season with quite a few problems. At five-on-
five, Minnesota’s a bottom-10 team in goal scoring with just 2.19 goals 
per 60 so far. It’s slightly behind expectations, but the Wild’s scoring 
chance creation really hasn’t been that remarkable — even when Kirill 
Kaprizov is on the ice. The heat map below reflects that, with blue 
overwhelming the scoring chance area.  

Via HockeyViz 

Minnesota probably can turn that around with more lineup tweaks, the 
latest with Jordan Greenway’s return and Marco Rossi sliding onto the 
third line with Matt Boldy.  

The question is whether whatever offense the Wild manage to create can 
outpace what they’ve been allowing, and what their goaltenders aren’t 
stopping.  

The team known for their defensive structure has been struggling 
mightily, as Mats Zuccarello put it after their 7-6 loss to the Kings as 
reported by The Athletic’s Michael Russo.   

“You can’t expect to win games when you let in 14 goals in two games,” 
Zuccarello said. “Sometimes we play defense like we’re a f—ing junior 
team.” 

That “junior team” is allowing almost 63 shot attempts against per 60, 
and while they’re doing their best to protect the middle of the ice, the 
goaltenders aren’t stopping a high rate of the shots that are reaching the 
net. On about 9.4 expected goals against in all situations, the tandem of 
Marc-Andre Fleury and Filip Gustavsson have conceded about 10 more 
goals than expected. So if the Wild want to get back on track they’re 
going to need help in all three facets: 

More even strength offense, so the power play isn’t the only source of 
scoring chances. 

Stronger team defense to limit their goaltenders’ workloads. 

Key saves at key times from their goaltenders, to stop this team from 
having to play from behind as often.  

If the Wild can bounce back the way they’re expected to for those first 
two points, it’s a start because a team can get by with average 
goaltending if their play elsewhere is strong enough. That still requires 
their goalers to, at the very least, get to that average point, though.  

Tampa Bay Lightning  

Do you know what the Canucks, Lightning, and Devils all have in 
common? Each one lost to the Flyers (!) in regulation (!!) to contribute to 
Philadelphia’s surprising start.   

So far this season, Tampa Bay has just one win to their record — a 5-2 
victory over the Blue Jackets. Two losses have come against presumed 
contenders for the year in the Penguins and the Rangers, and one of 
course to the Flyers after blowing a 2-0 lead.  

It hurts that they’re without shutdown center Anthony Cirelli. Plus, Tampa 
Bay is learning to live without some key subtractions from the summer — 
specifically, Ondrej Palat, Ryan McDonagh, and Jan Rutta.  Without this 
group of players, their defense hasn’t been at its best just yet to open the 
season, both at even strength and on the penalty kill.  

Tampa Bay isn’t allowing their opponents to generate many five-on-five 
shots against, keeping them to 50.5 shot attempts per 60 which ranks in 
the top 10. The quality of those attempts, however, based on shot type, 
angle, and location is a problem. Opponents have been driving right to 
the quality area in front of the net; both the Rangers and Penguins 
exploited them there, as did the Flyers.  

Small samples emphasize the results in that limited ice time, and that’s 
especially true for special teams through just four games. Within those 
very, very limited minutes (under 22 to be exact), the Lightning haven’t 
thrived short-handed either when that’s generally a strength of their 
game.  

On the flip side of the penalty kill, Tampa Bay does have results on the 
advantage so far. Steven Stamkos and his bomb of a shot are to thank 
for a lot of it. But they don’t have the same five-on-five results to counter 
some of the weaknesses in their own end. It’s not for a lack of trying, so 
this is one area that should start turning around. The Lightning are doing 
everything they can to score from an offensive generation standpoint, 
with their high rate of shots and scoring chances. The results (1.67 goals 
per 60) just don’t line up with expectations (3.02 expected goals per 60) 
— and that’s before accounting for the shooting talent we all know this 
team has. Shooting just 4.66 percent, though, does explain a lot of it. 
What goes down tends to come up (and vice versa), so as this regresses 
back to average, the scoring should come granted the Lightning keep up 
their play below the surface. Maybe if Tampa Bay starts cashing in more, 
there will be less pressure on their defense that’s clearly missing support.  

The Lightning know it’s not about how they start, but how the team 
finishes. That was true last year as they dealt with early injuries, and 
should be this season as well. Still, how the team handles a key absence 
and depleted depth when they set the bar so high for themselves is 
something to watch as the year progresses.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 19, 2022 

 

New Jersey Devils  

Ah yes, another year of the Devils having such a strong offseason and 
not having the start to show for it. 

There are positives this time around, though.  

Ahead of the three Wednesday night games around the league, the 
Devils ranked second in the in shot (66.1 percent) and expected goal 
share (68.0 percent) at five-on-five. New Jersey’s firing off a ton of shots 
and getting the quality areas of the ice. And the pre-shot movement to 
set up some of those chances, from the likes of Jack Hughes and Jesper 
Bratt among others, is making those shots even more dangerous.  

Jack Hughes went full Jack Hughes last night. #NJDevils 
https://t.co/GDJ3DyDrhC pic.twitter.com/tpig7oUc30 

— Todd Cordell (@ToddCordell) October 19, 2022 

On the other end of the ice, no one’s allowed a lower rate of shots or 
expected goals against. John Marino’s been a positive in his own zone 
as well to start his tenure in New Jersey. 

Despite some of the five-on-five progress below the surface, the Devils 
team has gotten off to such a tough start. Their finishing at five-on-five 
could use some polish; scoring chances are only so useful when the 
results aren’t there to back them up at the end of the day. The power 
play, now run by Andrew Brunette, needs work as well to trend up from 
last season’s failures as well. And there’s been defensive lapses that 
have ended up in the back of the net — and that last point is what’s 
holding them back.  

The Devils aren’t getting reliable netminding. That’s the difference 
between an almost 68 percent expected goals rate and actual goals 
percentage of 42.1.  

Management is betting on the tandem of Mackenzie Blackwood and 
Vitek Vanecek to give them, at the very least, average goaltending. And 
it’s a risky play considering each goaler’s body of work at the NHL level 
so far. Blackwood’s rebound control is still dicey, and Vanecek has got 
off to a lackluster start with his new team.  

The goaltenders are the most pressing problem and have been for some 
time; their play has been a drain on the team’s confidence for some time. 
But they’re not the only problem. There’s an argument that the team’s 
systems haven’t always supported their netminders, only worsening their 
woes. This summer, the Devils did hire a new defensive coach in Ryan 
McGill, but it’s not clear just yet how much range he’ll have to implement 
his own strategies or if he’ll have to work within the confines of head 
coach Lindy Ruff’s system. The personnel is better than last year, but the 
system can be their undoing, especially if the goaltenders aren’t up to the 
task.  

The Devils did manage to get their first win Tuesday, and that likely 
alleviates them of some pressure and temporarily cools the head coach’s 
seat. The team finally got two good periods of goaltending and backed up 
Blackwood with strong play to come back from an early deficit. But it was 
also against a weak Ducks team in the second half of a back-to-back 
game.  

It’s only going to get more challenging from here for the Devils. 
Expectations are climbing after another offseason of adjustments to put 
this team in a better position to succeed. So if the team can’t find a way 
to build off their win over Anaheim, more changes should be expected — 
and that likely starts behind the bench.  

Vancouver Canucks 

Oh, the Canucks.  

Like these three other teams, Vancouver’s also had a bad start to the 
year. But the Canucks’ start feels extra painful considering what it took to 
lose those games.  

To open the season, the Canucks have: 

Taken a 3-0 lead over Edmonton, but lost 6-3 

Gone up 2-0 on the Flyers, but lost 3-2 

Pulled ahead of the Capitals 4-2, but lost 6-4 

Led Columbus 2-0, pulled back ahead 3-2 after the Blue Jackets evened 
the score, but lost in overtime 4-3.  

While Vancouver finally managed to earn their first point of the year 
against Columbus, the team still lost two leads against a team not 
expected to contend, who is missing one of the best offensive threats in 
Patrik Laine.  

Now, the Canucks are the only team in league history to lose four 
consecutive games to start the year after holding multi-goal leads in each 
contest.  

Canucks are the first team in NHL history to lose 4 straight games after 
holding a multi-goal lead in each contest 

(h/t @OptaStats) 

— Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) October 19, 2022 

The vibes in Vancouver are absolutely putrid.  

At five-on-five, there isn’t one single number to pinpoint for their 
shortcomings. They’re not bleeding chances, or failing to create their own 
shots.   

But there’s unquestionably some issues with their puck management and 
decision-making that’s been costly. Turnovers have burned even their 
biggest difference-makers, like J.T. Miller, and the team is collapsing 
when their opponents start to push back. Their mistakes have led to 
uncontested chances that the team just isn’t recovering from. 

Once the in-game breakdowns start mounting, the team spirals from 
there. And unlike most of last year, Thatcher Demko hasn’t been perfect 
in the early goings to mask the weaknesses in front of him. Through 
three games, he’s allowed 4.38 goals above expected because he hasn’t 
responded that well to his workload.  

Similar to the Devils, the Canucks aren’t a projected contender. Rather, 
they’re teams who likely have to scratch and claw for extra points to 
really be in the playoff mix, and not just the race for a wild card seed. 
That’s why these early points are so important, losing them now won’t 
make their path any easier.   

Maybe a return back home over the weekend will help after starting the 
season on the road. But that’s probably not enough to get them back on 
track. The Canucks need to figure out how to piece together a full 60-
minute effort, and how to stay composed when the goings get rough. 
Vancouver has to find a way to remedy what’s ailing their execution, as 
well as their mindset.  

Data courtesy of Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, and NaturalStatTrick. This 
story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a primer on these numbers. 
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Re-drafting the NHL class of 2018: Brady Tkachuk, Quinn Hughes rise 

 

Corey Pronman 

20/10/2022 

 

We end this weeklong series looking back at recent drafts by going to the 
2018 class, my ranking of which has, as you’d expect, changed the most 
from draft day given how long it’s been. You will also notice that this list is 
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the shortest of the four. This isn’t due to the strength differences of the 
class — rather, it’s to be expected because with more data we have a 
better understanding of whether players are actually on the NHL track or 
not. 

Evaluations are based mostly on prior seasons, so any new information 
from NHL training camps or the first few weeks of the season in other 
leagues has not been incorporated unless it was overwhelming. 

For players to be eligible for this article, they need to have been drafted, 
and drafted during the 2018 NHL Draft. 

Note: This exercise isn’t intended to be a mock draft. Rather, this is my 
personal take on how the ordering of players from this draft class has 
shifted. 

TIER 1: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

1. Brady Tkachuk, LW (No. 4 pick) 

Tkachuk has developed into one of the league’s premier power wingers. 
He’s an absolute menace to play against, provides a lot of offense and 
was named a captain of an NHL team at a very young age. 

TIER 2: Projected NHL All-Star 

2. Andrei Svechnikov, LW (No. 2 pick) 

3. Quinn Hughes, LHD (No. 7 pick) 

4. Rasmus Dahlin, LHD (No. 1 pick) 

Dahlin and Svechnikov were the consensus top prospects going into the 
2018 draft and remain players who look like they will be longtime NHL 
stars. Both have a ton of NHL assets between their size, skating and 
high-end skill, specifically for Dahlin on the skill front, while Svechnikov 
has some great power elements in his game. Quinn Hughes has 
developed into of the league’s best puck-moving defensemen and a true 
weapon with the puck on his stick. He’s not the biggest defenseman but 
he generates so much offense. 

TIER 3: Projected top-of-the-lineup player 

5. Evan Bouchard, RHD (No. 10 pick) 

6. Noah Dobson, RHD (No. 12 pick) 

7. Martin Fehervary, LHD (No. 46 pick) 

8. Joel Farabee, LW (No. 14 pick) 

This ended up being an excellent draft for defensemen, with six 
blueliners in the top nine of this ranking four years later. Bouchard has 
had some ups and downs in his development, but of late he’s taken off 
with a great first full NHL season. He’s a good-sized defenseman with a 
ton of playmaking ability and a hard point shot even if he’s not the 
strongest in his own end. He has true top pair/PP1 potential on a good 
team. Dobson is a true all-around defenseman with size who should be a 
major part of a lineup for years to come. Fehervary skyrockets into the 
top ten after being a second-round pick in 2018. He’s an excellent skater 
who works hard and has shown secondary offense to complement his 
great defending and transition work. Joel Farabee has the look of a long-
time two-way top-line winger. 

TIER 4: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

9. K’Andre Miller, LHD (No. 22 pick) 

10. Barrett Hayton, C (No. 5 pick) 

11. Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C (No. 3 pick) 

12. Kirill Marchenko, RW (No. 49 pick) 

This tier is an interesting blend of track record and potential. K’Andre 
Miller is both, showing he can be an excellent NHL defenseman already 
with potential for even more. I still do like Barrett Hayton and Jesperi 

Kotkaniemi. They were likely in the league too quickly and both are so-so 
skaters, but with time I can see them helping an NHL team. 

With Marchenko’s rating this is still very much a bet on what he could be 
as opposed to what he currently is, and I’m aware that many readers will 
think he’s way too high. He has all the tools to be a good top-six forward, 
but he isn’t in the NHL yet and it may take some time for him to become 
that. 

TIER 5: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

13. Mattias Samuelsson, LHD (No. 32 pick) 

14. Calen Addison, RHD (No. 53 pick) 

15. Yegor Sharangovich, LW (No. 141 pick) 

16. Filip Zadina, RW (No. 6 pick) 

17. Ty Smith, LHD (No. 17 pick) 

18. Alexander Romanov, LHD (No. 38 pick) 

19. Oliver Wahlstrom, RW (No. 11 pick) 

20. Nils Lundkvist, RHD (No. 28 pick) 

21. Grigori Denisenko, RW (N0. 15 pick) 

22. Ryan McLeod, C (No. 40 pick) 

23. Isac Lundestrom, C (No. 23 pick) 

24. Joe Veleno, C (No. 30 pick) 

25. Adam Boqvist, RHD (No. 8 pick) 

26. Rasmus Kupari, C (No. 20 pick) 

27. Rasmus Sandin, LHD (No. 29 pick) 

28. Ty Dellandrea, C (No. 13 pick) 

29. Ryan Merkley, RHD (N0. 21 pick) 

30. Philipp Kurashev, LW (No. 120 pick) 

31. Jan Jenik, C (No. 65 pick) 

32. Jack Drury, C (No. 42 pick) 

33. Sean Durzi, RHD (No. 52 pick) 

34. Martin Kaut, RW (No. 16 pick) 

35. Jonatan Berggren, RW (No. 33 pick) 

36. Ivan Morozov, C (No. 61 pick) 

This tier four years out from the draft shows how long player 
development can take, as many of these highly rated players are not in 
the league yet or are just starting to get real ice time. The first five names 
you see are already solid NHL players though. 

Samuelsson is one of the few significant changes I made to any player 
highlighted this week since the pipeline rankings. I realized I was being 
too harsh on such a large, mobile, physical defenseman with some 
offense who had shown already he can play top four minutes. 

TIER 6: Projected to play NHL games 

37. Linus Karlsson, C (No. 87 pick) 

38. Jack McBain, C (No. 63 pick) 

39. Kevin Bahl, LHD (No. 55 pick) 

40. Vitali Kravtsov, RW (No. 9 pick) 

41. Benoit-Olivier Groulx, C (No. 54 pick) 

42. John Leonard, LW (No. 182 pick) 
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43. David Gustafsson, C (No. 60 pick) 

44. Alec Regula, RHD (No. 67 pick) 

45. Jakub Lauko, LW (No. 77 pick) 

46. Nathan Smith, C (No. 91 pick) 

47. Lukas Dostal, G (No. 85 pick) 

48. Jordan Harris, LHD (No. 71 pick) 

49. Connor Dewar, LW (No. 92 pick) 

50. Jasper Weatherby, C (No. 102 pick) 

51. Akil Thomas, C (No. 51 pick) 

52. Jacob Bernard-Docker, RHD (No. 26 pick) 

53. Paul Cotter, LW (No. 115 pick) 

54. Liam Foudy, C (No. 18 pick) 

55. Filip Hallander, LW (No. 58 pick) 

56. Joel Hofer, G (No. 107 pick) 

57. Alexander Alexeyev, LHD (No. 31 pick) 

58. Scott Perunovich, LHD (No 45 pick) 

59. Cole Koepke, LW (No. 183 pick) 

60. Tyler Madden, C (No. 68 pick) 

61. Riley Damiani, RW (No. 137) 

Later picks like Linus Karlsson and Jack McBain are on the periphery of 
elevating into a higher group. Vitaly Kravtsov, who was a top 10 pick in 
this draft, is a tough evaluation case. He has a clear top six skill/size 
combination, but whether the rest of his game is up to that level remains 
to be seen as he is set to begin his next attempt in North America. 

TIER 7: Has a chance to play games 

62. Jesse Ylonen, RW (No. 35 pick) 

63. Pontus Holmberg, C (No. 156 pick) 

64. Jay O’Brien, C (No. 19 pick) 

65. Seth Barton, RHD (No. 81 pick) 

66. Trey Fix-Wolansky, RW (No. 204 pick) 

67. Serron Noel, RW (No. 34 pick) 

68. Blake McLaughlin, LW (No. 79 pick) 

69. Logan Hutsko, RW (No. 89 pick) 

70. Declan Chisholm, LHD (No. 150 pick) 

71. Emilio Pettersen, LW (No. 167 pick) 

72. Akira Schmid, G (No. 136 pick) 

73. Lauri Pajuniemi, RW (No. 132 pick) 

74. Angus Crookshank, LW (No. 126 pick) 

75. Nicolas Beaudin, LHD (No. 27 pick) 

76. Dominik Bokk, RW (No. 25 pick) 

77. Sampo Ranta, LW (No. 78 pick) 

78. Jared McIsaac, LHD (No. 36 pick) 

79. Sam Hentges, RW (No. 210 pick) 

80. Martin Pospisil, C (No. 105 pick) 

81. Adam Ginning, LHD (No. 50 pick) 

82. Gabriel Fortier, LW (No. 59 pick) 

83. Ty Emberson, RHD (No. 73 pick) 

84. Peter Diliberatore, LHD (No. 180 pick) 

85. Samuel Ersson, G (No. 143 pick) 

86. Ivan Prosvetov, G (No. 114 pick) 

87. Liam Kirk, LW (No. 189 pick) 

88. Mathias Laferriere, RW (No. 169 pick) 

89. Aidan Dudas, C (No. 113 pick) 

90. Riley Sutter, RW (No. 93 pick) 

91. Danila Zhuravlyov, LHD (No. 146 pick) 

92. Ruslan Iskhakov, LW (No. 43 pick) 
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NHL99: Bob Gainey did the Canadiens’ heavy lifting with little fanfare 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

20/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

They go back almost to the very beginning of their respective careers, 
Lanny McDonald and Bob Gainey. To the 1973 NHL Draft, when 
McDonald went fourth overall to the Maple Leafs, and Gainey eighth 
overall to the Canadiens. 

For the latter part of the 1970s and the early 1980s, until McDonald was 
traded to the Colorado Rockies, they battled, on the ice, every shift, 
McDonald, the elite scorer for the Maple Leafs, Gainey the dogged 
checker for the Canadiens. 

And in the twilight of their respective careers, they met twice in the 
Stanley Cup Final — once in 1986, when the Canadiens won, and then 
again in 1989, when the Flames flipped the script and won. 

“By then, we’d become good friends — Bob Gainey, Larry Robinson and 
I,” recalled McDonald. “In the handshake line, when they beat us in ’86, 
they both said, ‘We’re happy we won, but we feel so badly that you’re the 
one who lost out of this.’ 

“Then, in ’89, after we won, they said: ‘If we had to lose, I’m glad it was to 
you.'” 

McDonald paused. 

“The connection with Bob went on forever. We were drafted together, 
retired the same year and were inducted into the Hall of Fame together. 
People didn’t realize: This guy was so big, skated like the wind for a big 
man — and he was strong as an ox. You couldn’t knock him off the puck. 
You had to be at the top of your game every night to play against him.” 

Gainey is No. 92 on The Athletic’s list of the greatest players of the 
NHL’s post-expansion era. In a career that lasted 16 NHL seasons and 
1,160 regular-season games, all for the Canadiens, Gainey never scored 
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more than 23 goals — or 47 points — in a single season, modest totals 
achieved by many NHL journeymen. 

And yet, Gainey was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1992, in his 
first year of eligibility — an honor generally bestowed upon only the all-
time, sure-thing, can’t-miss greats. 

Moreover, when the Selke Trophy, for the NHL’s best defensive forward, 
was first introduced in 1978, Gainey won it in Year 1, and then again in 
Years 2, 3 and 4. Gainey’s first full NHL season came in 1974-75. The 
thinking was, if the Selke had been introduced any earlier, Gainey might 
have won it four more. 

Gainey’s former coach in Montreal, Scotty Bowman, remembers 
legendary Soviet coach Anatoly Tarasov calling Gainey Canada’s most 
complete player — high praise for a forward whose primary role was to 
play hard, efficient defensive hockey. 

On the Canadiens’ dynasty teams of the late 1970s, which featured 
oodles of scoring pop, somebody needed to do the heavy defensive 
lifting — usually Gainey and Doug Jarvis. In the Canadiens’ four-year 
Stanley Cup run from 1976 to 1979, Gainey was an integral piece. In that 
final Stanley Cup season, Gainey won the Conn Smythe Trophy as 
playoff MVP. 

So how can you truly quantify what Gainey meant to the Canadiens? If 
you crunch the pure numbers, they don’t tell you much. 

“Remember the movie with Sandra Bullock called ‘The Blind Side’?” said 
Craig Button, the former NHL general manager who worked for a decade 
alongside Gainey in the Dallas Stars front office. “‘The Blind Side’ is 
about Michael Oher, a left tackle whose job it is to protect the blindside of 
the quarterback, with no fanfare. That was Bob Gainey. He was the left 
tackle. What he did, he did with little fanfare.” 

Collectively, the Canadiens of that era were nicknamed the Flying 
Frenchmen because of their ability to skate and score. But according to 
Gainey’s long-time teammate, Doug Risebrough, there was always an 
external misconception about the Canadiens that did not necessarily 
reflect their internal reality. 

“As much as the Canadiens always had a high-scoring offense … all they 
ever talked about was defense,” Risebrough said. “Scotty, and Toe Blake 
who was in the room a lot, all the time, it was all about stopping goals 
and that was surprising to most people. Claude Ruel used to use this line 
all the time: ‘Lock the middle.’ Well, that’s about the earliest step toward 
the trap that I’d ever heard. 

“Scotty Bowman was the master at matching lines. Nobody did it before 
Scotty. So all of a sudden, Bob’s role — as a defensive player — got 
accentuated because Scotty was putting him in those defensive 
situations and he was so successful at it.” 

In all, Bowman won 14 Stanley Cups as a coach or executive, second 
only to Jean Beliveau (17) all time. In each case, Bowman said, the glue 
that kept the teams together were the worker bees, like Gainey. 

Now 69, Gainey grew up in a large family in Peterborough, Ont. He says 
his first concrete hockey memory is of the Black Hawks winning the 
Stanley Cup in 1961, but he eventually became a fan of the Maple Leafs, 
who won the Stanley Cup four times in a six-year span between 1962-63 
and 1966-67. From the time he was about 6 years old, all he and his 
friends did in winter was play hockey. 

“I had six siblings and we lived in a very small space, so it was very 
common to hear the words, ‘Just get outside,’” Gainey said. “In those 
days, you had the freedom to roam your turf and your territory. And there 
were enough other people around, so if you were on the second street 
over, someone was keeping an eye on all the kids. So that was my entry. 
That was a really enriching introduction to hockey and that thrill of a 7-, 8-
, 9-year-old kid having a real passion for the game.” 

Gainey’s passion never left. When the Canadiens drafted him in 1973, 
Bowman recalled it as a controversial choice because Gainey had only 
43 points in 52 games for the Peterborough Petes, low totals by junior 

hockey standards. But Peterborough had a long-standing association 
with the Canadiens — Bowman coached there in the 1950s — and 
Peterborough also had the innovative defensive coach, Roger Neilson, 
running the bench. 

“Claude Ruel is the head scout for Montreal and he had to make a 
decision,” Bowman said. “We had the eighth pick in the draft and we had 
a lot of skilled players. He singlehandedly chose Bob Gainey for one 
reason: the team didn’t have that kind of player.” 

When his first training camp ended, Gainey was called into the office of 
then-Canadiens general manager Sam Pollock, who spelled out what his 
immediate future looked like. 

“Sam Pollock said to me, ‘Here’s the deal. There’s three of you 
competing for one job, but only one can stay — it’s all we have room for. 
These are the people you have to play better than to find your way on the 
roster.’ 

“I did stay with the Canadiens for most of that first season, but I didn’t 
play very much. At that time, we were dressing 17 and 2. They played 
four defensemen and nine forwards and then there were extra players for 
specialty teams. So you had to be on your toes because if you didn’t get 
over the boards onto the ice, that didn’t count as a pension game. These 
were the kinds of things you got educated in early. If somebody was 
coming off the ice early, and gave a flash of the hand, coming to the 
bench, there’d be a couple of us standing up, ready to go, just to get the 
blades of our skates wet.” 

It wasn’t very long, however, before Gainey went from playing hardly at 
all to playing all the time. 

“Often, as a more defensive-oriented third line, we might get more ice 
time than the second line or the first line,” Gainey said. “If we were 
playing against Quebec and Peter Stastny is playing 28 minutes, you’re 
going to get probably 28 minutes too. So there were benefits to (the role) 
that may not be evident compared to the way teams operate today.” 

Off the ice, Gainey began taking French lessons so he could feel more at 
home in his professional home. Like a lot of Canadians, he took French 
classes in elementary school but says he didn’t pay close attention or 
learn much at all. As a result, he was unprepared when he arrived in 
Montreal. 

“It was such a shock,” he said. “I’m living only four hours away, but there 
are people here who live and speak differently. I just wasn’t that aware of 
a bigger surrounding, beyond my own space. Then I became friendly with 
a lot of the Francophone players. Mario Tremblay was there at the same 
time. Rejean Houle. At some point, one summer I just went to school and 
got a foothold on it and then I built out on that somewhat — mostly in 
terms of how to do an interview. I learned all the hockey terminology. 
From there, it grew over time.” 

As Gainey’s career evolved, he became a core piece in the team’s 
leadership group. Bowman recalled a time, during the Canadiens’ 1977 
training camp when he was contemplating a controversial lineup decision 
before opening night. Bowman ran a tight ship in those days and his 
decisions weren’t always popular with the players. 

“One time an issue came up,” Bowman said. “I was disappointed in Yvon 
Lambert’s training camp. Pierre Mondou had led the American Hockey 
League in scoring the year before. Claude Ruel was my assistant and I 
said to Claude, ‘We’re not dressing Lambert for the opening game… He 
didn’t look after himself in the summer and Pierre Mondou had the best 
training camp of anyone.’ Claude said, ‘Scotty, you’re going to have a lot 
of problems selling this.'” 

Ruel was correct. 

“I had about six players come charging into my office prior to the morning 
skate — Serge Savard, Larry Robinson, Guy Lapointe, Bob Gainey were 
all there and Serge was the spokesman,” Bowman said. “They were so 
upset. Every time I tried to speak they would interrupt because they were 
so upset. Finally, Bob Gainey intervened. He said, ‘Hey guys, let him 
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explain. He’s the coach, we came in here to get an answer. Give him a 
chance to explain.’ 

“That’s the kind of person Bob Gainey was. As a player, on a team with a 
bunch of stars, he had leadership coming out of his ears and that was a 
big key for the team.” 

Following Gainey’s NHL retirement in 1989, he joined the Epinal 
Ecureuils, a second-division French team, as a player/coach, a move that 
caught the hockey world by surprise. But Gainey said he’d played for 
Canada at a number of world championships and thus became familiar 
with the European leagues. 

“Foreign players were allowed, but there were limits,” Gainey said. “At 
that time, most North Americans went to Switzerland and there was a 
certain style of player they wanted — an offensive player who could 
produce a lot of goals. I’m now 35 or 36 and not that type of player 
anyway. But I get contacted by this team in France and they are either 
going to fold, or they need something to rejuvenate their program. 

“So my wife and I went over and spent a few days there. We had kids in 
French immersion in Montreal, but we all lived in English, so this would 
be a way to check that box and get everybody fluent. And it meant I could 
still play. I knew I didn’t want to continue playing in the NHL because I 
was losing my skill set.” 

Upon returning from France, Gainey was hired by Bobby Clarke to 
become coach of the 1990-91 Minnesota North Stars. After a so-so 
regular season, the North Stars made it to the Stanley Cup Final, losing 
in six games to Mario Lemieux and the Pittsburgh Penguins. Gainey was 
promoted to general manager in 1992 and held both jobs until 1996, after 
the team had relocated to Dallas, where he turned the coaching reins 
over to Ken Hitchcock. 

In 1999, the Stars won the Stanley Cup with a team coached by 
Hitchcock but mostly assembled by Gainey. 

“I saw Bob play and then I worked with him closely for 10 years,” 
Hitchcock said. “As a player, he knew how to play the game the right way 
all the time. … All the things that you needed to teach, you could just 
show players his shifts and they’d pick up on it. 

“As a manager and as a leader, he took it to another level because he 
never lost sight of the big picture. The best way to describe it is, he has 
this innate ability to look around corners. He has this ability to know and 
understand that the decisions you’re making now, what will be their 
impact in a day? A week? A month? In a year? He knew that.“ 

From Dallas, Gainey returned to Montreal in 2003 as general manager 
and briefly installed himself as coach in 2006 after firing Claude Julien. 
Eventually, Gainey hired former linemate Guy Carbonneau to coach the 
Canadiens. Carbonneau lasted a little more than three years before 
Gainey returned again to finish the 2008-09 season. 

Ultimately, Gainey resigned as Canadiens’ GM in February of 2010 and 
spent most of the next decade working as a consultant, first with 
Montreal, then with Dallas, then with St. Louis. 

In February 2008, the Canadiens retired Gainey’s jersey. At the time, his 
was the 14th jersey retired by the organization. At the end of October, 
Gainey and Derian Hatcher will be inducted into the newly created Dallas 
Stars Hall of Fame. 

Today, Gainey says: “Any connection to the NHL is just sporadic. I might 
get a phone call from somebody to run a scenario by me or ask for an 
opinion. It could be to participate in something. Geoff Molson touched 
base with me when they were searching for a new GM, so I participated 
in the initial interviews. Things like that are my only connection to the 
NHL.” 

But when he played, Risebrough said, his passion for the game was 
clear. 

“He was just a kid at heart who liked to play hockey. You could see it in 
the powerful way he skated and in the carefree way he was able to get 
up the ice. He was a wonderful teammate.” 
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LeBrun NHL rumblings: Teams get welcome news of potential salary-cap 
relief coming in 2023 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

19/10/2022 

 

NEW YORK — There is cap relief on the way and perhaps even sooner 
than NHL clubs anticipated. 

As NHL commissioner Gary Bettman shared with owners and governors 
Tuesday during a four-hour meeting at a Manhattan hotel, there’s a 
possibility the league’s salary cap for next season could jump up more 
than $4 million if revenues hit a certain target and the pandemic escrow 
deficit is fully paid back by players. 

“We believe that there’s a good probability that the escrow will be paid off 
this season,” Bettman told assembled media after the meeting. “It may 
not (happen), but it’s going to be close, we think, which means the flat 
cap will be replaced by an increase — if not this season then next 
season. 

“Revenues are pretty vibrant.” 

If the revenue figures do fall short and players need one more season to 
pay back the escrow balance, then the cap will once again go up just by 
$1 million this summer. Most NHL clubs have been operating under the 
understanding that the cap wouldn’t go up for real until the summer of 
2024, so Tuesday’s news from Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly was a big deal for those struggling right at the cap. 

“We paid attention,” said a smiling Wild general manager Bill Guerin 
when asked about his interest in the league’s financial update and its 
potential salary-cap implications. “I don’t want to say too much about it, 
but we need all the help we can get. But that’s our personal problem.” 

The Wild are hardly the only team in cap hell, though. The unexpected 
new of a larger cap increase could mean relief for about half the league. 
And of course, a raised cap would also be welcomed by players, 
especially pending free agents who need to negotiate new contracts. 

But again, the league presented that news as a possibility, based on 
revenue projections. It’s far from guaranteed. 

So clubs will need to operate as if the cap is only going up $1 million until 
notified otherwise, in a more official manner, come the hockey-related 
revenues tally in late June. But I bet there will be player agents who use 
this bit of information in contract negotiations before that. I know I would. 

Russia and the World Cup 

Could Russia not be allowed to participate in the next NHL-NHLPA World 
Cup of Hockey? 

It’s a possibility, the NHL acknowledged Tuesday. 

Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly, who made similar comments recently in 
Prague, said that some European countries have raised objections to 
Russia playing in the event, given its invasion of Ukraine. 

Asked about an Olympic-like solution where Russian players would still 
play but not under the Russian flag, Daly said some European countries 
still objected to that idea. 
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This isn’t to say the NHL is leaning one way or another, Daly later 
clarified, but simply that NHL leadership has a decision to make at some 
point, given the realities at hand. 

Speaking of the proposed February 2024 World Cup, that event still 
hasn’t been finalized. There are outstanding issues with the International 
Ice Hockey Federation that still haven’t been ironed out, Daly said. 

The event itself could potentially be delayed, Bettman added. Time is of 
the essence, as February 2024 is not that far away. 

Addressing the Hockey Canada investigation 

Bettman had no real update on when the NHL’s investigation into the 
2018 Canadian world juniors will be concluded, other than to reiterate 
what he recently has said elsewhere. 

“We’re closer to the end than the beginning. A lot of work has been 
done,” he said, adding that he doesn’t have a firm timeline for the 
conclusion of the investigation or any announcement of its findings. 

Bettman also said the league may have to reach out to police in London, 
Ontario, to make sure its report doesn’t interfere with anything they are 
doing. 

NHL diversity report 

The league released its internal diversity report to the Board of 
Governors and then the media Tuesday. 

The voluntary survey was sent out to all 32 teams and was filled out by 
67 percent of employees — a total of 4,200 responses. A lot of the report 
confirms obvious assumptions, like the fact that 83 percent of the 
responders were white. The league has a lot of work to do to diversify 
itself, which is no shock. 

“I think the one area that we are feeling positive about is that 38 percent 
of our workforce are women,” said NHL senior executive Kim Davis, who 
delivered the report in a presentation to governors. “We’ve done a lot of 
work to improve in that area.” 

The report was the first of its kind for the NHL and carries with it several 
recommendations. And that’s really what will matter over time: whether 
the NHL’s desire to be more progressive and diversified will be met with 
enough action to make it reality. 

Chychrun update 

I asked Arizona Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong, who attended Tuesday’s 
meeting, for an update on Jakob Chychrun after the defenseman made it 
known publicly last month why he wants a trade out of the desert. 

“Behind the scenes, him and I have had a nice little relationship, and I 
said to him, ‘Listen, at the end of the day, you’re going to come back 
(from injury) into the lineup and we’re going to expect you to be our best 
player, play hard, practice hard and lead this team,'” Armstrong said. 
“And let the chips fall where they may from there. But we expect him to 
be an Arizona Coyote and play as hard as he can.” 

In the meantime, other NHL clubs keep calling Armstrong on Chychrun. 

“They do,” Armstrong said. “Obviously there’s a fair amount of interest 
out there. I’m hoping that at some point in time, there’s something that 
works for both parties.” 

Sakic enjoying a ‘little breather’ 

Joe Sakic of the Stanley Cup champion Avalanche took in has been to 
many of these meetings, but Tuesday’s was his first since being elevated 
to president of hockey operations this past summer and relinquishing GM 
duties to Chris MacFarland. 

“It’s all good,” Sakic said. “My day-to-day hasn’t changed much, to be 
honest with you. I’m in the hockey world, I love hockey, and Chris and I 
talk hockey every day. We talk as much now as we ever have. 

“But I’m not doing as much of the day-to-day, so, a little breather on that 
end.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unheralded trio comes up big for Jets in overtime win 
against Avalanche 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

October 20, 2022, 1:28 AM 

 

DENVER -- Depending on your point of view, it was either the equivalent 
of playing a hunch or taking a calculated gamble. 

At the end of the day, maybe it was a little bit of both. 

No matter how you categorize it, the decision made by associate coach 
Scott Arniel going into the three-on-three overtime required only 31 
seconds to pay off as the Winnipeg Jets earned a 4-3 overtime victory 
over the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday night at Ball Arena to 
improve to 2-1. 

With Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar sending the high-powered trio 
of Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen and Cale Makar over the boards 
to start the extra period, Arniel countered with Adam Lowry, Mason 
Appleton and Neal Pionk. 

Appleton made a heads-up play along the right-wing boards to seal off 
MacKinnon to spring Pionk and Lowry for a two-on-one rush and that’s 
when Pionk unloaded a booming slapper that went off the iron and in for 
his second goal of the contest. 

“A guy like that, you have to go through his hands more than his body. 
He can shimmy and shake,” said Appleton, who went into detail about 
the intricacies involved on the play that led to the OT winner. “He was 
tight along the wall, so I didn’t really have to get much into him, just take 
away his hands and the hips, then use my reach to poke one out for 
Neal.” 

Appleton also set up Pionk with a beautiful drop pass earlier in the game 
during a four-on-four situation when put out on the ice against the 
MacKinnon line. 

“You have to do a job against those guys. That’s what we’re out there to 
do. We did that,” said Appleton. “We scored twice even man against 
those guys. First and foremost, you shut them down. If you get a chance, 
take advantage of it.” 

Speaking of taking advantage of opportunities, it was Appleton who was 
promoted to the Jets’ top line with Mark Scheifele and Kyle Connor after 
Nikolaj Ehlers was held out of the lineup with a suspected lower-body 
injury. 

While both of Appleton’s points came while skating alongside his regular 
linemate Lowry, he was a driving force throughout the contest, getting 
involved offensively and also providing a conscientious presence 
defensively. 

“We were just looking for somebody who is real responsible,” said Arniel. 
“We knew that the 29 (MacKinnon) line was probably coming out over the 
boards, so we just wanted to make sure there was somebody there who 
could do a little bit of the grunt work, making sure he had good detail 
coming back and helping with the D coverage. He did a great job with it.” 

The Jets came out strong and built a pair of two-goal leads (2-0 and 3-1), 
but watched the Avalanche pull even after Mikko Rantanen’s second of 
the contest and a power-play marker from Valeri Nichushkin that was set 
up by Rantanen. 
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Instead of sitting back and letting the Avalanche steamroll them in the 
third, the Jets stuck to their structure and regained their composure, 
getting the game to overtime after a scoreless third period before Pionk 
ended things. 

“I was going far side. I got a little lucky, but it was a good shot,” said 
Pionk. “We got off to a great start. They’re the defending Stanley Cup 
champions, so they’re going to push back, right? They scored a couple 
goals, we broke down a few times, but overall in the third I thought we 
responded well.” 

Jets winger Cole Perfetti chipped in a goal and an assist for his first 
points of the season, burying a perfect pass from Blake Wheeler while 
adding a helper on a power-play marker from Sam Gagner. 

Gagner’s goal was his second of the campaign and meant the Jets were 
even (1-1) in the special-teams battle. 

It was the best game of the young season for Pionk, who had three shots 
on goal and four shot attempts to go along with four hits and a blocked 
shot. 

Playing alongside Josh Morrissey as the Jets made modifications to all 
three of their defence pairings, Pionk played an assertive game and was 
involved in all three zones. 

Having Pionk provide a bounceback season after playing through a 
nagging foot injury is essential for the Jets if they’re going to enjoy 
success in what is shaping up to be a highly competitive Central Division. 

The Jets have talked about needing to have the defence corps score 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 40 goals this season and these were 
the first two provided through three games. 

“The most explosive teams, scoring comes from all over their lineup,” 
said Appleton. “Even on simple line rushes, you get that fourth guy 
coming into the zone, we’re going to find them more and more. It’s going 
to become second nature and we’re going to score a lot of goals finding 
that wave of defencemen. 

“They just have to have the confidence that we’re there to back them up, 
they can stay in the play a little bit longer and don’t have to bail as fast. 
It’s just another dynamic to our offence.” 

Dylan Samberg replaced Logan Stanley in the lineup and was used on a 
pair with Dylan DeMelo, who appeared in his 400th NHL game. 

Samberg played a simple, but effective game -- which is precisely what 
the coaching staff is looking for as the competition on the third pairing 
continues. 

Brenden Dillon and Nate Schmidt were used together to round out a 
group that played with more cohesion and mostly kept a high-octane 
opponent in check -- with the exception of a pair of extended shifts, one 
of which featured Pionk playing with a left-handed stick (borrowed from 
Lowry) that was turned around after Pionk broke his own earlier in the 
shift. 

The Jets are back in action on Thursday night as they close out a three-
game road trip against the Vegas Golden Knights. 

Backup goalie David Rittich is expected to get the start in goal, while the 
status of Ehlers remains up in the air. 

Earlier in the day, Arniel provided an update on head coach Rick 
Bowness, who will be back behind the bench on Saturday against the 
visiting Toronto Maple Leafs after coming down with COVID-19. 

“Just felt we’d rather get him rested up and hopefully be back for 
Saturday,” said Arniel. “Didn’t want to push it any harder.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 10.20.2022 

1255723 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Keefe: 'I used some of the wrong words' in 
criticism of stars 

'I used some wrong words': Why Keefe needed to clarify his comments to 
his elite players 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

October 19, 2022, 6:32 PM 

 

TORONTO — After his Toronto Maple Leafs dropped a winnable season 
opener to the Montreal Canadiens, Sheldon Keefe called his club’s effort 
“unacceptable.” 

Monday night, after his team’s second subpar performance of the year — 
a 4-2 loss to the rebuilding Arizona Coyotes that seemed all too familiar 
— Keefe was more pointed in his criticism of the team, pointing, 
specifically, at his leadership group: 

“The difference between us and Arizona is that we have elite players,” he 
said in the wake of that loss. “And our elite players didn’t play like elite 
players.” 

On Wednesday, the bench boss walked back the criticism of his stars. 

“I used some of the wrong words to try to describe what I was trying to 
describe, which is that the difference in the game was just, we weren't 
able to produce, whether it's power play or five-on-five. And that's really 
the difference, with all the puck time we had. But by no means was I 
meaning anything beyond that.” 

Keefe relayed as much to his leadership group before practice, according 
to Mitch Marner. 

“I talked to him today — he explained what he meant to say and how it 
came out and everything like that. I’ll leave it at that. We have closed 
doors for a reason, and we have talks without you guys for a reason. We 
had that talk today and we understand. We’re grown men.” 

While those outside the Leafs’ room have taken note of the fact that 
Keefe has called out his team twice already through four games in 2022-
23, the club’s two brightest stars made clear they weren’t miffed by their 
coach’s criticism. 

“I mean, I think what’s said in the media and then obviously what’s said 
behind the doors in private discussions is maybe different than how it’s 
interpreted in the media,” Auston Matthews said of Keefe’s public 
comments and their discussion earlier Monday. 

“This is my seventh year here and I kind of understand how it works now. 
But I think the conversations that go on behind closed doors, without 
media, are more generally discussions and communications rather than 
just harping on guys.” 

While Keefe clarified the criticism of his stars, he reiterated Wednesday 
that more is needed from the Maple Leafs’ top scorers, even if last year 
the club wound up turning a slow start into a dominant regular season. 

“It's an 82-game schedule, a lot of things fall into place and you find your 
rhythm. I think it's fair to say that, offensively, we haven't found our 
rhythm here yet, whether it's 5-on-5 or power play. At times, it's looked 
really good, and other times not as much,” he said. 

“Whether it's our individual players or our team, we had a record-setting-
type season last year in the regular season, and it took some time to get 
to that point. So you do have that. But, I mean, let's not settle on that. 

“Let's be better than that. That's really the message.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rutherford on Canucks' historic string of collapses: 'Too 
much of giving the game back' 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 19, 2022, 4:53 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – The preseason hot take around the Vancouver Canucks 
was that Elias Pettersson could do this year what J.T. Miller did last 
season, when the latter led the team with a 99-point breakthrough. But 
the prediction was incomplete, not nearly bold enough. 

It would have been a scalding take had you added: And Miller will start 
this season like Pettersson did last year. 

But what nobody could have prophesied – because it had never 
happened in the century-old National Hockey League – is that the 
Canucks would build multiple-goal leads in each of their first four games 
and win none of them. 

The Canucks added to this historic achievement Tuesday in Columbus, 
where the Canucks led 2-0 early – and 2-1 and 3-2 in the third period – 
before allowing the Blue Jackets their first win of the season, 4-3 in 
overtime. 

Their peak leads in order have been 3-0, 2-0, 4-2 and 2-0. And from this, 
the Canucks have one point in the standings heading into Thursday’s 
road-trip finale against the Minnesota Wild. 

“Nobody likes to lose ... but don't give the game away,” Canucks 
president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford said Wednesday. “Make 
the other team take it from you. We've had too much of giving the game 
back instead of the opposing team earning it back. 

“But I'm not totally surprised at what's happening. I've talked about this 
since I came to Vancouver and what I've seen with his team: We have 
good players here, but how do you become a winning team? It's about 
playing the game the right way and playing with good habits.” 

In this respect, Rutherford said he saw progress in Columbus, where the 
Canucks took better care of the puck and didn’t collapse after losing their 
lead. They dominated late in the third period despite playing their second 
road game in 24 hours. 

Down 4-2, the Washington Capitals poured four straight goals into 
Vancouver’s net in the third period of Monday’s loss, sparking a players-
only meeting after the game where several veterans spoke and implored 
teammates to be smarter and harder defensively. 

“We need to do that on a game-to-game basis: just keep going, even if 
we're losing,” Rutherford said. “And if we're playing the right way, we'll 
come out of it. And not just come out of it for a while, but come out of it 
and do well. 

“It's difficult to start on the road. My preference is to start with a couple of 
games at home and then go on the road for a little bit. But when you're 
starting from scratch and you don't have any points to show for it, the 
games get harder and harder (when you lose)." 

By adding free-agent winger Ilya Mikheyev in July, then re-signing Miller 
to a seven-year, $56-million extension, while making no trades to 
significantly change the team, Rutherford and his management group 
clearly believed in these Canucks. 

How long can they keep believing before making changes? 

“I don't want to put any certain time on it,” Rutherford said. “But I don't 
think judging where a team is after a five-game road trip would be fair. 
We just have to build in the right direction. 

“The way the game is played today, giving up leads in the league 
happens a lot because it's harder to defend with how much tighter they 
call the game and how you play defence in this league. But to have it 

happen four games in a row, that's not something that happens to teams. 
We just have to get to the point – and I saw it in Columbus – where we 
play with a lot better habits.” 

Coach Bruce Boudreau, working on an expiring contract after Rutherford 
denied him an extension last spring, got Mikheyev and No. 3 
defenceman Tyler Myers back in the lineup on Tuesday for the first time 
since they suffered undisclosed preseason injuries. 

Boudreau also swapped centres again, trying to get Miller going by giving 
him Mikheyev and dangerous rookie Andrei Kuzmenko as wingers, 
leaving Pettersson to play with Vasily Podkolzin and Nils Hoglander. 

Miller was slightly better, finishing with a positive shot differential (7-5) for 
the first time this season. But the powerful centre still has a shockingly 
low expected-goals-for of just 25.9 per cent through four games, 
according to naturalstattrick.com. Miller is a team-worst minus-4 and has 
only one even-strength point. 

He was highly self-critical after Saturday’s 3-2 loss in Philadelphia, telling 
reporters: “I'm not trying to make this about me, but I'm not going to sit 
here talking about how bad we played when I can't even lead by example 
right now. I feel like I'm a little irrelevant, and being on the ice for every 
goal (against) ... I don’t know what to say.” 

“I think he over-tries,” Rutherford said. “I think he tries to do too much 
sometimes. That's kind of player he is; it's what drives him. He wants to 
win, he wants to do well. And when things aren't going right with the 
team, some players have that tendency to try to do too much.” 

At the opposite end of the fancy stats is Pettersson, who in addition to his 
three goals and six points has posted a five-on-five shot share of 65.3 
per cent and expected-goals of 61.2 per cent. Pettersson has been on a 
higher level since training camp, validating his turnaround in the second 
half of last season after scoring only six times (with 11 assists) in the 
Canucks’ first 37 games. 

Vancouver’s third big centre, Bo Horvat, has noticeably elevated his play 
the last two games after looking passive in the first two. 

But goalie Thatcher Demko, whose .847 save percentage ranked 53rd of 
59 NHL goalies through Tuesday night, obviously needs to get sharper. 
Backup Spencer Martin made his season debut against the Blue Jackets 
and played well until Johnny Gaudreau’s wraparound goal tied the game 
in the third period. 

Star defenceman Quinn Hughes has been erratic while averaging 26:58 
a game after missing the end of the preseason because of non-COVID 
illness. 

But nothing the Canucks do individually will matter unless the special 
teams improve. They have been outscored by five goals in four games 
on special teams, and the Canucks’ combined ST rating of 68.9 (11.8 per 
cent power play, 57.1 per cent penalty killing) is the worst in the league 
by 10 points. 

“Over 82 games ... everybody goes through this every year,” Rutherford 
said. “It's just a matter of when you do it. And it's a lot harder to do it 
when you don't have any points on the board.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Team toughness: Analyzing how Oilers can be a harder 
team to play against 
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EDMONTON — Here’s the thing about “team toughness,” and “being 
hard to play against.”  

They are real, even if unquantifiable, and their definitions are ever 
changing as the game evolves. The more it evolves, however, the more it 
divides, as the analytics and “eye test” sets move further apart on a topic 
that you can’t put a number on — unless you’re counting playoff rounds 
won.   

Let’s start in Edmonton, where the top half of the lineup has more than 
enough skill. But we would question, does the bottom half make their 
opponents work hard enough for what they get?  

Could the Edmonton Oilers, as a team, be harder to play against?  

“I think in certain areas, at certain times we could be,” allowed winger 
Evander Kane, who is undoubtedly Edmonton’s toughest, most physically 
intimidating forward. “You can always be harder. If we look at some of 
the opportunities we gave up over these first three games, (being harder) 
was the focal point and will be a focal point as we continue.  

“Playing a tough team like Carolina (on Thursday night) we’re going have 
to be hard because they have a lot of guys that play hard around net on 
both ends.”  

If we can all agree that the term “toughness” no longer embodies the 
ability or willingness to drop the gloves and fight — “I agree,” said Oilers 
head coach Jay Woodcroft — then how do we define “being hard to play 
against” here in the year 2022?  

“Choosing hard is a form of toughness,” explained Woodcroft. 
“Sometimes the play to be made is a hard play. It might be a 50/50 puck 
battle. It might be getting the puck out along the wall under pressure. It 
might be going to the blue paint with authority in the offensive zone. It 
might be defending the blue paint in your own zone with authority.”  

In overtime of Game 5 in Round 2 versus Calgary, Leon Draisaitl 
emerged from the corner with the puck and took a stride up the wall. 
Johnny Gaudreau had a split second to decide whether to engage and 
impede Draisaitl. He instead chose to loop up the wall towards the Oilers 
defenceman.  

Draisaitl fed Connor McDavid and the series was over, closing on a very 
soft play by the Flames player.  

When the teams met in Game 2 of the season, two Calgary goals came 
from players who stood in Edmonton’s low slot, waiting until their 
opportunity arrived. 

They showed the willingness to go to that “hard place” and set up shop, 
while Edmonton’s players chose not to make that area a “hard place” at 
all.  

The Oilers were the soft team on this night, and they lost. They lost again 
the next game, on two Buffalo goals in the second period that a harder 
defensive mindset might have prevented.  

So, let’s look at Edmonton’s roster:  

At Top 6 left wing, Kane and Zach Hyman both have good size and are 
hard to play against. At centre, McDavid and Draisaitl both have size, 
willingness to engage, unbelievable skill and are highly competitive. On 
the right side, though small, Yamamoto is a battler. Jesse Puljujarvi is a 
big body, though not overly physical.  

On line three — either sophomore Ryan McLeod or rookie Dylan 
Holloway, with Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Warren Foegele — it drops off.  

Third lines are traditionally stocked with bigger players who create 
energy through body contact, cycling and protecting pucks down low to 
create zone time while the Top 6 guys get a rest. This unit does not thrive 
at any of those things.  

Nugent-Hopkins is a lighter, cerebral player. Nothing in his game brings 
the word “punishing” to mind.  

Foegele skates fast but doesn’t hit much. He neither intimidates nor 
frustrates, in the way some third lines can shut down the opponent’s top 
unit.  

Holloway is a rookie. He’s still learning the game. McLeod is fast but not 
yet physical. 

Among Edmonton’s fourth-liners — Derek Ryan, Devin Shore, Brad 
Malone — there is skill, but not a ton of size or physicality. It’s an overall 
skill-based lineup that will beat you 5-4, but may not win enough 3-2 
games to get through three playoff rounds again this spring.  

On defence, Darnell Nurse and Cody Ceci have considerable grit — 
again, a term the Fancy Stats folks deride. But then Montreal makes it to 
a Cup final with four big, abrasive defencemen, and the skill-based, grit-
challenged Maple Leafs — a team built heavily on analytics — haven’t 
won a playoff round in forever.  

Below the top pair, Evan Bouchard, Tyson Barrie, Brett Kulak and either 
Ryan Murray or Philip Broberg do not make for a hard group. Which is 
why we’d be playing Markus Niemelainen, who brings a very physical 
side to the mix.  

But it’s 2022, and maybe we’re just a dinosaur.  

Heck, Woodcroft calls his powerplay “a form of toughness.”  

“I do think the power play is a way to keep the flies off, so to speak,” he 
said. “I saw Warren Foegele stick up for a teammate (Dylan Holloway) 
yesterday. I thought that was a form of team toughness. I think we have 
more than enough people that are capable of taking care of themselves 
or the ability to take care of teammates that may be put in a vulnerable 
situation.  

“You want to have a type of pack mentality where nobody gets taken 
advantage of. But at the same time, I think that's developed over a 
season as a team comes together.”  

Look, no coach is going to come out in October and question whether his 
team has the size and grit it needs. So we’ll watch.  

Does Niemelainen get into the lineup?  

Does the general manager make a depth trade or two? What kind of 
defenceman does Ken Holland retrieve at the trading deadline?  

Their actions will tell you if we’re barking up the right tree.  

As of today, this Oilers lineup has a lot of positive things. But they’re not 
hard enough to play against, and that could be the difference when push 
comes to shove. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe clears the air with Leafs ‘elite players’ 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday ahead 
of their game against the Dallas Stars on Thursday. 

Following Monday's 4-2 loss, Sheldon Keefe didn't hold back in 
explaining how his talented group came up short against the rebuilding 
Arizona Coyotes.  

"The difference between us and Arizona is that we have elite players," 
the coach stated bluntly. "Our elite players didn't play like elite players. 
They couldn't make the difference." 
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After a day off on Tuesday, Keefe checked in with his top players on 
Wednesday. 

"He explained what he meant to say and how it came out and I'll leave it 
at that," winger Mitch Marner said. "We have closed doors here for a 
reason and we have talks without you for a reason. We had that talk 
today. We understand. We're grown men."  

"I used some of the wrong words to try to describe what I was trying to 
describe," Keefe said, "which is that the difference in the game was just, 
we weren't able to produce, whether it's power play or 5-on-5. And that's 
really the difference, with all the puck time we had. But by no means was 
I meaning anything beyond that." 

Auston Matthews broke into a smile when asked about the coach's initial 
critique.  

"This is my seventh year here now and I kind of understand how it 
works," the 25-year-old centre said. "I think the conversations that go on 
behind closed doors without media and stuff are more generally 
discussions rather than just harping on guys." 

Added Marner, "I don't think anyone was hurt by the comments or 
anything like that." 

Keefe was asked if the players are so delicate these days that he now 
has to choose his words carefully.  

"I don't think we're at that point," he said. "I think we should always be 
cognizant of the words we're using and how we're communicating. At 
times, emotions maybe get the best of us in this game or any competitive 
environment. You want to communicate well. That's an important piece 
as a leader." 

Matthews has produced one goal, which represents his only even-
strength point so far this season.  

"We're four games in," the reigning Hart Trophy winner said. "Obviously, 
nothing's going to be perfect ... Still trying to find it a bit offensively. Just 
kind of working through some stuff and getting in a rhythm. Sometimes 
things kind of take time." 

Matthews, Marner and Michael Bunting were among the most dominant 
lines in hockey last season. So, what's missing right now? 

"They haven't been able to get to the net with the same regularity," Keefe 
observed. "Auston hasn't had as many clear looks at the net. The 
message to them is similar to the rest of the team. Don't get frustrated. 
Look to challenge and attack to the inside. Don't get comfortable with 
possession and time in the offensive zone. Challenge the net and look to 
make it difficult on the opposition." 

Marner believes he and Bunting can do a better job creating space for 
Matthews.  

"When you have a goal scorer like Auston a lot of people really want to 
take him away," Marner noted. "When that's happening, we got to take 
our ice. We got to take it to the net and challenge the opponents one-on-
one a little more. We did that better last game. We got to infiltrate the 
inside a little more. I think that will just come." 

"Those guys are going to be fine," stressed Keefe. "Whether it is 5-on-5 
or power play, the rhythm is going to start to come. As things fall into 
place from there, all of a sudden, games aren't as close. You start to play 
with leads more consistently. The other teams start taking chances. 
Things start to fall into place. It is early here. We have to make sure to 
keep all of that in the proper perspective." 

Matthews scored just once over his first six games last season. He 
finished with 60 goals and another Rocket Richard Trophy.  

The Leafs are averaging 2.75 goals per game, which is tied for 23rd 
overall entering Wednesday's games. Toronto averaged 3.8 goals per 
game last season, which was second overall. 

"It is fair to say that offensively we haven't found our rhythm yet," Keefe 
said. "At times, it has looked really good. At other times, not as much. 
That is probably the one thing I look at." 

The team also started slow last season (2-4-1) before getting the offence 
in gear.   

"Whether it is our individual players or our team, we had a record-setting 
regular season last year," Keefe said. "It took some time to get to that 
point. You do have that, but let's not settle on that. Let's be better than 
that." 

The power play is converting 21.4 per cent of the time so far, which is 
tied for 15th overall entering Wednesday's games. Toronto scored on 
27.3 per cent of its chances last season, which led the league.  

The Leafs didn't generate anything on their first four chances against the 
Coyotes on Monday before finally cashing in on the fifth opportunity. At 
Wednesday's practice, the coaching staff provided the top unit with what 
Keefe called "a change of pace." 

Matthews, Marner, John Tavares, William Nylander and Morgan Rielly 
started a drill with a five-on-one advantage. Assistant coach Spencer 
Carbery had his stop watch out and sent in a second penalty killer after 
some time had passed. Then a third penalty killer came in and eventually 
a fourth.  

"The reason you do that is you're really trying to create opportunities for 
the speed of the puck in terms of the shots and passes," Keefe said. 
"With less disruption you can just get the rhythm and feel of the puck 
snapping around. So, it's a drill we do from time to time for those reasons 
and ultimately it settles into a natural five-on-four. Those guys have been 
practising a lot of five-on-four so we gave them a different look today." 

The second unit did traditional five-on-four reps. 

Jake Muzzin was placed on injured reserve after leaving Monday's game 
with a neck injury. 

"He's doing what he can do," said Marner, who calls Muzzin probably his 
closest friend on the team. "If he does come back and play this year or 
whenever or whatever happens, you know, just make sure that he's 
going to be be able to do whatever he wants to do the rest of his life and 
enjoy the time with his family. I think that's the most important thing. 
Obviously, on the ice, for us, it's a big missing piece. He does a lot for us 
on and off the ice. Just calmness on the ice when he has the puck. 
Penalty-kill wise. Just the leadership he brings. All that kind of stuff. It's 
definitely a big piece that we'll be missing, but life off the ice is always 
more important." 

Muzzin missed time with two concussions last season among other 
ailments.  

"I am told it is not a head injury at all," Keefe said.  

The team is still awaiting a timeline on this latest injury.  

"Jake has had a number of injuries that have been a cause for concern 
for us," Keefe acknowledged. "Any time a player gets injured and has 
had as many injuries as Jake has had to deal with, there is concern, of 
course. How much concern? I don't know. It is probably still too early to 
say at this point. We had an event he was at last night and he looked like 
himself in a lot of ways. He is here in the facility today. We will let the 
process take care of itself with the medical folks and take it from there." 

Muzzin missed most of the pre-season due to back discomfort.  

With Muzzin out, Victor Mete will make his Leafs debut on Thursday 
night.  

"I'm excited to play in my hometown with the Leafs jersey on," the 24-
year-old from Woodbridge, Ont., said. "It will be a pretty cool moment for 
me."  

"I expect him to skate and use his legs," said Keefe. "I am looking to see 
him be involved and increase the pace of play from the back end." 
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"He's got some great wheels on him," observed Marner, who played with 
Mete in the Ontario Hockey League. "He can get up and down the ice 
very well. He works with our system pretty well with how we like to get 
our D active, like to get them jumping in and joining the rush to make odd 
numbers." 

Mete will start alongside Mark Giordano.  

"I got to play with him a little bit in the pre-season so kind of know his 
game a little bit," Mete noted. "It's good to be playing with a veteran guy 
who knows the game well." 

Rasmus Sandin will take Muzzin's spot alongside Justin Holl. The top 
pair remains Morgan Rielly with T.J. Brodie.  

"It is a chance to move Rasmus back to his natural [left] side," said 
Keefe. "Mete and Giordano spent time through camp together. It is just a 
look we wanted to see. For now, we wanted to keep Rielly and Brodie 
together to have one consistent pair rather than going with three different 
pairs. I expect the guys will move around when the game actually begins, 
but it is a good starting point for us." 

Sandin replaced Giordano as the quarterback on the second power-play 
unit. With Muzzin out, the team doesn't want to put too much on the 39-
year-old's plate.  

"Gio's minutes are naturally going to increase in all regards despite the 
fact that we still have him down on that ... third pair," Keefe said. "We are 
going to move him up and play him against tougher competition and take 
on more load on the penalty kill. At the same time, it gives us more 
opportunities to get more out of Rasmus." 

Nick Robertson will make his season debut on Thursday. The left winger 
skated on the second line with Tavares and Nylander and also took reps 
with the second power-play unit.  

"I expect him to play the way that he was," said Keefe, who pulled the 21-
year-old aside at the end of practice. "That was my message to him. He 
has been through some things here in the last 10 days or so, but he was 
playing really well. He went down and played some games with the 
Marlies. He did a good job there. He should be confident. Just come in 
and take advantage of your opportunity. I think he is excited to play, no 
question." 

Denis Malgin will be a healthy scratch.  

Lines at Wednesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Robertson - Tavares - Nylander  

Engvall - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Aube-Kubel 

Simmonds, Malgin  

Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl  

Giordano - Mete  

Benn - Kral  

Liljegren  

Samsonov  

Kallgren  

Power-play units at Wednesday's practice:  

QB: Rielly 

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle: Nylander  

Net front: Tavares  

QB: Sandin  

Flanks: Kerfoot, Robertson 

Middle: Bunting  

Net front: Jarnkrok 
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TSN.CA / City of Calgary, Flames agree to ‘fresh start’ on arena talks 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Already basking in the glow of the team’s first 3-0 start since the 2009-10 
season, the Calgary Flames got a major off-ice victory on Wednesday. 

The team’s ownership group (Calgary Sports and Entertainment 
Corporation) and the City of Calgary issued releases saying formal 
negotiations on a new arena will resume in what both parties are calling a 
“fresh start.” 

The news comes 10 months after the previous arena deal fell through 
after CSEC pulled out over a funding shortfall of approximately $10 
million, or 1.6 percent of the facility’s projected cost. That facility was 
expected to be a block from the Saddledome, which opened in 1983 and 
is the league’s second-oldest arena and has a capacity of 18,320 for 
hockey games and over 20,000 for concerts. 

"A new event centre for our city will attract investment and international 
events,” said councillor Sonya Sharp, chair of the Event Centre 
Committee. “It will have enormous benefits for visitors and for Calgarians. 
We look forward to working with CSEC for our mutual benefit and for a 
result that works for everyone." 

"All parties share a collective desire to see a new event centre 
constructed in Calgary,” CSEC president John Bean said. “We look 
forward to discussions with The City to see if we can find an acceptable 
path forward." 

Beyond the Flames, CSEC owns the Calgary Wranglers (AHL), Hitmen 
(WHL), and Roughnecks (NLL). Its majority shareholder is Murray 
Edwards. 

As part of the new discussions, the city of Calgary will be represented by 
CAA ICON, a division of Collective Arts Agency, one of the most 
prominent sports agencies on the planet and whose hockey 
representation group is led by Pat Brisson and J.P. Barry. In previous 
negotiations, the city of Calgary was advised informally by a handful of 
individuals with expertise in project management and real estate. The city 
recognized the need for a new approach and will now have a firm with 
vast expertise and experience leading these discussions. 

CAA ICON has structured several multimillion dollar sports facility 
contracts, including Rogers Place in Edmonton. Oilers’ ownership 
retained CAA ICON in 2010 to create a project development plan for the 
facility. Construction began four years later, with CAA ICON managing 
the arena from its initial planning to construction through to its completion 
in 2016. 

Wednesday’s news does not mean a deal is imminent, but rather that 
Flames ownership and the city are again talking directly - a positive sign 
after months in which they used a third party to facilitate communication 
following the collapse of the previous agreement. 
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Both sides are being cautious with their approach to negotiating a new 
agreement for the facility, which the city hopes will become a major part 
of its Culture + Entertainment District. 

"We must do this right, which means we will need space and we will need 
time to work on a successful agreement,” said Stuart Dalgleish, general 
manager of planning and development services for the city. “We will be 
keeping our discussions confidential and reporting to the Event Centre 
Committee when the time is right." 
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