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Carolina Hurricanes team Calvin de Haan returned to is ‘more mature’, defenseman says

By Chip Alexander 

 

Calvin de Haan was a member of the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
playoff team in 2018-19, forever the “bunch of jerks,” before 
being traded to the Chicago Blackhawks. Returning to the 
Canes this season, the defenseman said he quickly noticed 
one change. “A lot more facial hair,” de Haan said, grinning, 
last week. 

De Haan nodded his head toward Andrei Svechnikov across 
the Canes’ locker room at PNC Arena. “He was 18 then,” he 
said. And now? “He’s a man, for sure.” De Haan glanced 
around the room — at Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, all now seasoned pros with four 
years of playoff experience with the Canes. Aho, Teravainen 
and Svechnikov still have work to do on the “facial hair” 
thing, but Slavin and Pesce have no problem. 

“Everyone is a little more mature now,” de Haan told The 
News & Observer. “That experience goes a long way for 
those guys who were four years younger at that time. I think 
it’s going to be a very competitive year in the league and 
we’ll be a very competitive team. 

“There’s a lot of talent on this team. Everyone’s fast here, 
too. That’s another thing I noticed. Everyone is good on their 
feet. Management has done a good job of building a 
competitive team.” 

The Hurricanes, the Metropolitan Division champions last 
season, are off to a 3-0-0 start after their win Monday over 
the Seattle Kraken. After opening at home last week against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets, the Canes went West for their 
next five games. 

After wins at San Jose and Seattle, beating the Sharks in a 
close game and spanking the Kraken 5-1, the Hurricanes will 
be in Edmonton on Thursday to face the Oilers (1-2-0). 
Nearly all the metrics look good for the Canes, who have 
outshot their three opponents 112-74 while outchancing 
them 101-63 (44-17 on “high-danger” scoring chances), 
according to Naturalstattrick.com. The line of center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Svechnikov and Necas has produced five 

goals and 12 points, and Aho’s line with Teravainen and 
Seth Jarvis has a 23-10 edge in scoring chances when on 
the ice at 5-on-5. 

Goaltenders Frederik Andersen, who started two of the 
games, and Antti Raanta have allowed one goal in each of 
their games, a combination of good work in the crease and 
defensively. 

“The first three games it has been a solid effort from top to 
bottom, and that’s what you’ve got to have,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Wednesday in Edmonton. 

Brind’Amour was in his first year as head coach in 2018-19, 
guiding the Canes to the Eastern Conference finals. 
Although he had been an assistant coach, being the man in 
charge was all new for him that season. 

De Haan, 31, said he hasn’t noticed much of a change in 
Brind’Amour or his coaching methods four years later, 
saying, “Every time Roddy speaks, guys really open their 
ears and eyes. He’s just a natural leader. That’s all you can 
ask for in a coach. 

“I remember when I was here four years ago I’d run through 
a wall for the guy. I think he’d do that for any of his players, 
too, and I think that still shows, for sure. The guys love 
playing for him.” De Haan signed a four-year deal with 
Carolina in 2018 but was traded after his first season, in part 
because of the Canes’ need to free up cap space for a 
potential offer sheet to Aho in free agency. 

The offer sheet to Aho, from the Montreal Canadiens, did 
come that July. The Canes matched and Aho stayed. But de 
Haan was gone, playing the past three years on the Chicago 
blue line for the Blackhawks. A free agent after the season, 
de Haan decided his best option was to sign a professional 
tryout contract (PTO) with the Hurricanes. The plan: Go back 
to Raleigh, try to win a spot in training camp and a contract 
with his former team. He did that, earning a one-year, 
$850,000 deal. On opening night, he was in the lineup. 

“I played against these guys the past three years and it’s not 
a fun team to play against,” de Haan said. “Now I can be on 
the other side of things again.” 
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Recap: Svechnikov Scores Three, but Canes Fall to Oilers

By Walt Ruff 

EDMONTON, AB. - Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov recorded his first career regular season hat trick 
Thursday, but it unfortunately came in a losing effort as the 
team fell to the Edmonton Oilers by a score of 6-4. 

Three Things 

1) Svechnikov's Stunning Week Continues 

After playing a key role in Monday's victory over Seattle by 
contributing two goals in the second period, Svechnikov one-
upped his own performance tonight. #37 struck twice in the 
middle stanza for a second consecutive contest, giving him 
his fourth and fifth goals of the year. 

Both showcasing his elite-level shot, the first came after 
Edmonton's defense gave him a little too much respect 
following a routine zone entry. 

Then, the 22-year-old Russian doubled down a little over 11 
minutes later, cashing in while taking an Oilers defender one-
on-one. 

But the difference between the two outings was that the goal 
scoring didn't stop in the second. The Barnaul, Russia-born 
stud found a loose puck on the power play in the third and 
beat Jack Campbell for a third time, giving him a share of the 
league lead with his sixth goal of the year. 

2) Necas Riding Shotgun 

As Svechnikov single-handedly kept Carolina in the contest, 
bringing the Canes back within one with his second and third 
goals, it was eventually Martin Necas who came to his aid by 
contributing one of his own. 

Amid a third period man advantage Brent Burns dropped one 
off for Necas in the neutral zone, where he'd then give-and-
go with Sebastian Aho before depositing his seventh point of 
the season into the back of the net. 

3) Emphasis On Special Teams  

The 'glass half full' viewpoint on special teams tonight would 
be that it was the second consecutive game that the Canes 
scored multiple goals on the power play. The 'glass half 
empty' side would be that the team allowed three on special 
teams, allowing two on the man advantage and another 
shorthanded. 

Frederik Andersen was doing his part in the early stages to 
keep the game scoreless, but the Oilers opened the scoring 
with a power play goal. 

After Andrei Svechnikov tied things up early in the second 
the Canes had an opportunity to gain their first lead on the 
man advantage. Instead Edmonton struck shorthanded. 

1:38 after Svechnikov brought the Canes back within one to 
make it 4-3, Draisaitl capitalized on the power play. 

Had they been able to win the special teams battle, or at 
least not allow Edmonton to get half of their offense through 
their opportunities, the contest may have had a different 
outcome. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on the performance of Andrei Svechnikov 
tonight and what else he saw in tonight's contest... 

"He was pretty dominant. That line was good, he was really 
good. We didn't have much from anyone else really. It wasn't 
enough. We gave them two goals. You can't just hand a 
team goals, especially this team. That was the difference in 
the game to me." 

Andrei Svechnikov providing comments on his night... 

"It's tough to lose that game. My teammates made nice plays 
for me and my job is to be a shooter. That's what I was doing 
today. I was just trying to shoot and score some goals, but 
yeah, it was tough to lose this one for sure." 

Brind'Amour continuing on special teams on how that 
impacted the outcome... 
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"We can't give up a shorthanded goal there. We knew it. We 
all saw it coming. [The Edmonton forward] sniffed in there 
and made a good play. That's the thing. It's an easy play for 
us to just pull out and nothing happens, but that's what 
Edmonton does to you, they make you pay. To me, that's the 
difference in the game right there. I think we both had good 
power plays going, but we gave up a shorty and that's the 
game." 

Bonus Notes 

- Svechnikov led all skaters with his seven shots on 
goal. 

- Tonight was the second career hat trick for 
Svechnikov. He scored the first playoff hat trick in 
franchise history in Game 2 of the 2020 Eastern 
Conference Qualifying Round vs. NYR on 8/3/20. 

- The hat trick is the Hurricanes' first road hat trick 
since 3/13/17, when Jaccob Slavin scored his first 
career hat trick in an 8-4 win at NYI. 

- Svechnikov has now scored six goals in 2022-23, 
marking the most goals by any Whalers/Hurricanes 
skater through the opening four games of a 
campaign. Ron Francis (1989-90), Geoff Sanderson 
(1993-94) and Eric Staal (2005-06) each opened a 
season with five goals in four contests. 

- Frederik Andersen suffered the loss in net for 
Carolina, allowing the five goals on 32 shots. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to fly to Calgary post-game. 
They're slated to practice on Friday before a Saturday night 
meeting with the Flames at 10 p.m. EST. 

 

 
Canes Reveal Reverse Retro 2022 Jersey 

 

 
By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes revealed their 
2022 Reverse Retro jersey Thursday, as adidas launched 
the second iteration of their league-wide campaign. 
 
The "reversed" version of the team's current white road 
sweater, the team will wear them twice at PNC Arena this 
season: 
 
    Sunday, November 6 vs. Toronto 
    Sunday, December 18 vs. Pittsburgh 
 
The Hurricanes will sport the new sweaters with black 
helmets, black gloves and black pants. 
 
"As a brand and organization, we aren't afraid to do things a 
little non-traditionally. In working with adidas and the NHL, 
we decided to stretch the definition of retro a bit on this one 

and focus on creating an appealing design without much of a 
gimmick factor," Canes Chief Marketing Officer Mike Forman 
remarked. "The final jersey design for these was due in June 
of 2021, so we utilized a couple of regular season games last 
April to on-ice test uniform/equipment combinations and liked 
the result of mixing our red uniforms with black equipment 
with the upcoming Reverse Retro campaign firmly in mind." 
 
adidas' creation will be the fifth of six different uniforms to be 
worn by the team this season, with the Stadium Series 
jerseys to be revealed at a date closer to the event. 
 
"We also had to be mindful of how all of the pieces of the 
puzzle came together this season in which we will have an 
NHL record of six game uniforms to be worn," Forman 
continued. "With introducing our anniversary jersey, as well 
as the return of our green Whalers jersey later this season 
and our Stadium Series uniform still to be unveiled, we felt 
like a Canes-inspired red uniform would round out our 
uniform lineup the best." 
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Nugent-Hopkins, McDavid help Oilers hand Hurricanes first loss of season
By Derek Van Diest

EDMONTON -- Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and Connor McDavid 
each had a goal and three assists for the Edmonton Oilers in 
a 6-4 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at Rogers Place 
on Thursday. 

Zach Hyman and Leon Draisaitl each had a goal and assist, 
and Jack Campbell made 36 saves for the Oilers (2-2-0), 
who had lost their past two games. 

"I thought it was a big win for our group," McDavid said. "It 
was a great test in a real good Carolina team, and they gave 
us everything we could handle. I thought 'Soup' made some 
big saves and our power play did its thing, and it was a big 
win. A bit ugly, but we'll take it."  

Andrei Svechnikov scored his first career regular-season hat 
trick, Sebastian Aho had three assists, and Frederik 
Andersen made 27 saves for the Hurricanes (3-1-0). 

"It's fun to score a hat trick, but it's tough when you're losing," 
Svechnikov said. "I think my teammates made nice plays for 
me, and my job is to be a shooter, and that's what I was 
doing today. I just shot it on the net and tried to score some 
goals, but it was tough to lose this one for sure." 

Hyman gave Edmonton a 1-0 lead at 8:22 of the first period, 
tipping in a point shot from defenseman Tyson Barrie on a 
power play. 

Svechnikov tied it 1-1 at 1:38 of the second period. 

Ryan McLeod scored short-handed on a 2-on-1 to make it 2-
1 at 8:20, and Evander Kane extended it to 3-1 at 10:21 with 
a backhand off a pass from McDavid. 

"[Svechnikov] was pretty dominant. He was our one guy. 
That line was good, he was really good, but we didn't have 
much from anyone else," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "I thought it wasn't enough. We gave them two goals, 
and you just can't hand teams goals, especially this team. 
That's the difference in the game for me. 

"I think we got what we deserved in this game, but there 
were a couple of goals that we'd like to have back." 

Svechnikov made it 3-2 at 12:35 from the right face-off circle, 
but Nugent-Hopkins restored the two-goal lead at 1:24 of the 
third period after Andersen was caught playing the puck 
behind his net. 

"Today was a tough game. We didn't play bad, we just gave 
up some easy goals, which against teams like that can cost 
you," Hurricanes center Martin Necas said. "We scored four 
goals, and with four goals, we should win every night."  

Svechnikov finished off the hat trick to cut it to 4-3 at 3:38, 
receiving a feed from Aho off a face-off, but Draisaitl made it 
5-3 at 5:16 from all alone in front on the power play. 

Necas again got Carolina to within one with a power-play 
goal at 8:55. 

"I think good teams need to rise to the challenge when 
they're playing other good teams," Nugent-Hopkins said. 
"We knew what to expect tonight. We knew they were a 
good team and they play hard. They don't give up a whole 
lot. We had that mentality going in, keeping it simple and just 
trying to outwork them every shift. I'm pretty proud of the 
group to bounce back after a couple of tough games. There 
was no panic in here, we just have to keep going now." 

Campbell stopped Aho on a breakaway with 1:09 left in the 
game, and McDavid scored an empty-net goal at 19:50 for 
the 6-4 final. 

"We're in the month of October. I think there is some 
[scrambling] to both teams, but the most important thing is 
we found a way to win against a very good hockey club, a 
team that hadn't lost yet this year," Oilers coach Jay 
Woodcroft said. "That is a team [that] is in the perennial 
Presidents' Trophy hunt, so for us to find the two points 
tonight, that's the most important thing."  
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NOTES: Svechnikov scored a hat trick in a 4-1 win against 
the New York Rangers in Game 2 of the 2020 Stanley Cup 
Qualifiers. … McDavid moved into sole possession of fifth 
place in assists in Oilers history (463), passing Paul Coffey 
(460). He also has 10 points (five goals, five assists) during a 
four-game point streak, and his 216 NHL multipoint games 

are tied with Bryan Trottier for fifth most at age 25 or 
younger, behind Wayne Gretzky (409), Mario Lemieux (255), 
Dale Hawerchuk (243) and Steve Yzerman (219). … Aho 
has seven points (two goals, five assists) during a three-
game point streak.

 

 

 

NHL Reverse Retro jerseys for all 32 teams unveiled by adidas 

By Lauren Merola 

Two years and 32 designs later, the NHL Reverse Retro 
jerseys are here. 

The NHL and adidas unveiled the 2022-23 season jerseys 
on Thursday. Each jersey includes the signature NHL 
Authentic Shield, showcasing the retro orange and black 
colors, while also displaying bold color combinations and 
tributes from each club's past. 

Brian Jennings, chief brand officer and senior executive vice 
president at the NHL, said each club will wear their Reverse 
Retro jersey a minimum of two times and a maximum of 
eight. The new drop comes two years after the NHL released 
the first-ever Reverse Retro alternate jersey line. 

"There's the design process, then the procurement of all the 
materials and then production," Jennings said. "When we 
were winding down the initial 1.0 drop of Reverse Retro 
jerseys, we were already starting to think about the iterations 
for this drop." 

The project is too big of an undertaking to produce yearly, 
but Jennings wanted fans to have another Reverse Retro 
jersey collection quickly. All jerseys took 18-24 months to 
produce, and Jennings credits the adidas design team for 
their haste with the process. 

"Throughout this process, some jerseys arrive on one day 
and others the next, and it feels like you're a child during the 
holidays ripping open the boxes." 

Now, all jerseys are finalized and ready to be worn by fans 
and players alike. 

The adidas Reverse Retro ADIZERO Authentic jerseys for all 
32 NHL® teams are available Nov. 15 for $190-$240 in the 
U.S. and $210-$260 in Canada exclusively at adidas.com, 
adidas.ca, NHLShop.com, NHLShop.ca and team stores, 
with wider availability at additional retailers starting Nov. 20. 

"It's really emotional," Jennings said. "It's been a long 
process, but when we see the fan responses, that's the most 
rewarding part about the job." 

Here is a look at what went into each team's design:  

Anaheim Ducks: The 1993 signature asymmetrical body 
stripe, chevron sleeve stripes and three-color player 
numbers is an ode to the Ducks' inaugural season uniform, 
remixed with the team's modern-day color scheme.  

Arizona Coyotes: The Coyotes are the first team to ever 
wear a jersey featuring the earth-tone color sienna. Inspired 
by the Coyotes' 1998-2003 third uniform, this jersey depicts 
a desert and incorporates the Coyotes crescent moon logo 
as part of the landscape. 

Boston Bruins: Inspired by the Bruins' 1995 third jersey that 
was originally gold, this bright white jersey's main character 
is the Bruin itself. Legend has it that the image of the Bruin 
was taken from a painting of a bear hanging on a team 
executive's wall and is why it resembles a painted image 
instead of a digital one.  

Buffalo Sabres: The Sabres uniform blends the style of the 
1996 logo with the colors of today. The body stripes and 
horn-shaped outline on the upper arm compliment the center 
crest, the bison/buffalo. 

Calgary Flames: The Flames crest is placed on a thick, 
diagonal-striped pedestal in this jersey, which is an ode to 
Calgary's 1995 uniform. The player name and number are 
italicized to match the forward movement of the Flames "C" 
crest. 

Carolina Hurricanes: The team's current away jersey gets 
redesigned in a bold red for the first time in franchise history. 
There are two sets of hurricane warning flags on the 
shoulders and the "CANES" stairstep center crest to 
underscore the flag details. 

Chicago Blackhawks: The 1983 Chicago uniform takes on a 
literal interpretation of "Reverse Retro." The black and red 
colors are inverted with the "CHICAGO" wordmark, inspired 
by the 2019 Winter Classic crest, laying across the chest. 

Colorado Avalanche: The Stanley Cup champions honor 
their inaugural, and first Stanley Cup championship, season 
by paying homage to their state. The center "C" crest is 
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derived from the state flag and the angled stripes mimic the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: A black body accented with navy 
stripes along the sleeves honors the Blue Jackets' original 
third jersey while tying in light blue from the team's current 
third jersey. The original third jersey was the first display of 
the current Blue Jackets logo, inspired by the Ohio state flag.  

Dallas Stars: The Stars modernize the team's inaugural 
season uniform with its current color palette. The "STARS" 
word and logo blend into one as the shoulder patches 
include images of the state of Texas with a "D" marking the 
location of Dallas. 

Detroit Red Wings: New to the Red Wings uniform, a black 
trim accent runs along the jersey, pant, socks, gloves and 
helmet for a seamless look. This jersey honors Detroit's 1991 
NHL 75th anniversary jersey with a "DETROIT" wordmark 
inspired by the 1920 Detroit Cougars jersey. 

Edmonton Oilers: The Oilers' first third jersey assumes a 
modern orange and navy twist. Front and center is an oil 
drop, surrounded by dynamic gear, with each bolt hub 
representing one of the team's five Stanley Cup 
championships.  

Florida Panthers: Once on the shoulder of the 1998 jersey, 
the iconic sun, palm tree and stick logo was moved to 
centerstage of the Panthers' 2022 jersey. The light blue color 
was derived from the team's 2009 third jersey and is paired 
with its current primary colors of navy, yellow and red. 

Los Angeles Kings: The Kings honor the 1982 uniform 
celebrating one of the greatest NHL comebacks ever, the 
"Miracle on Manchester." The white jersey features purple 
and gold trims with a royal crown crest sewn with raised 
gems and a satin stitch embroidery. 

Minnesota Wild: The 1978 North Stars jersey colors meet the 
modern Wild crest in Minnesota's new jersey, with the star 
and trees of the crest featuring raised dimensional 
treatments. 

Montreal Canadiens: The Canadiens' 1979 uniform, from 
when the team won its 22nd Stanley Cup title, comes back to 
life in a new shade of light blue, inspired by the city of 
Montreal's colors.  

Nashville Predators: This uniform will feature Predators gold 
from head to toe, including the helmet, pant and socks, 
complimented by navy and silver accents. The jersey brings 
back the fanged Pred head crest from the team's 2001 
original third jersey. 

New Jersey Devils: Paying homage to the team's past as the 
Colorado Rockies and future as the New Jersey Devils, the 
newest sweater combines the inaugural 1982 Devils jersey 
with former Rockies colors. 

New York Islanders: The Islanders ring in their 50th season 
with an ode to their 1995 uniform. The Fisherman returns on 
the center crest with raised embroidery details of the 
Fisherman hat, beard and hands with teal accents in the 
waves. The head-to-toe navy color scheme is complimented 
by orange and white angled trims. 

New York Rangers: The Lady Liberty jersey returns in the 
Rangers' present color palette. The shoulder patches and 
crest tie back to the original jersey while white and silver 
details create a glistening appearance around the historic 
New York statue.  

Ottawa Senators: With the 2006 Centurion primary logo on 
the shoulder patches and the current primary logo on the 
center crest, the Senators jersey fuses eras to celebrate the 
uniform of their historic 2006-07 run to the Stanley Cup Final. 
The original version of this jersey was the team's first third 
jersey in 1997, which featured less curved stripes and 
adornments. 

Philadelphia Flyers: Revisiting their years as repeat Cup 
champions (1973-74, 1974-75), the Flyers jersey is nearly all 
white and black with orange accents. It features a thin black 
outline surrounding the crest to match the one worn in 1974.  

Pittsburgh Penguins: The streamlined Penguins jersey, worn 
by Mario Lemieux and Jaromir Jagr throughout most of their 
1990s run together, resurfaces with additional gold and white 
stripe accents on the sleeve. The Penguin crest has 
dimensional embroidery raising the shadow of the Penguin 
head and wings. 

San Jose Sharks: The typography and colors of the 1974 
California Golden Seals, the Bay Area's first NHL team, 
merge with a new "Sharks" wordmark. 

Seattle Kraken: In their sophomore season, the Kraken 
highlight the team's sea green color in the body of the jersey. 
Below it, the "S" crest is submerged in the navy-striped sea, 
where the Kraken's red eye peeks just above surface. 

St. Louis Blues: The Blues honor their inaugural jersey 
presented in 1966, which was a prototype worn by the 
ownership of the club a year before the team hit the ice. The 
gold and blue pairing is inspired by the Blues' third jersey 
and other vintage uniforms, including the 2017 and 2022 
Winter Classic jerseys. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: This jersey features rain, sea and 
lightning sublimated in full-size graphics across the jersey, 
with lightning bolts down the side of the pants. It pays 
homage to their original 1997 storm third jersey with an 
electric-styled font. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: Honoring their 1961-62 Stanley Cup-
winning uniform, the Maple Leafs crest is recreated with 
vintage, single-needle stitching. A new, narrow shoulder 
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yoke with pointed seam construction was specifically created 
to match the original sweater. 

Vancouver Canucks: Inspired by the Canucks' 1962 uniform 
of the former Western Hockey League, the Reverse Retro 
jersey features a recreation of the 1960s Johnny Canuck 
icon on the center crest. Matching the original jersey, player 
numbers appear on the left chest and right shoulder only. 

Vegas Golden Knights: The Golden Knights created a jersey 
whose design imagines what a Golden Knights third jersey 
might have looked like in 1995. It features a "VEGAS" 
diagonal wordmark and glitzy font, inspired by vintage hotel 
signage on the Las Vegas Strip. 

Washington Capitals: The Screaming Eagle makes a 
comeback against an all-black colorway in the Capitals' new 
jersey. Asymmetrical striping, unconventional font and new 
blue and copper colors were influenced by the 2005 uniform.   

Winnipeg Jets: The Jets ditch the red in their new jersey, 
highlighting royal blue and featuring a bright white color 
base. The 2022 Reverse Retro jersey design was prompted 
by the 1990 jersey, the inaugural year of the uniform worn by 
Teemu Selanne when he broke the rookie goal scoring 
record in 1992-93.
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Nugent-Hopkins, McDavid help Oilers beat Hurricanes 

EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Connor McDavid each had a goal and three assists and the 
Edmonton Oilers snapped a two-game skid with a 6-4 victory 
over the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

Zach Hyman, Ryan McLeod, Evander Kane and Leon 
Draisaitl also scored for the Oilers (2-2-0). Jack Campbell 
made 36 saves. 

“It was a big win for our group,” McDavid said. “It was a great 
test against a really good Carolina team, and they gave us 
everything that we could handle. Soup (Campbell) made 
some big saves and our power play did its thing. It was a big 
win, a bit ugly, but we’ll take it. Being 2-2 is nothing to write 
home about, but we’ll take it.” 

Andrei Svechnikov had a hat trick and Martin Necas added 
another goal for the Hurricanes (3-1-0) in their first loss of the 
season. Sebastian Aho added three assists, and Frederik 
Andersen stopped 27 shots. 

“Today was a tough game,” Necas said. “We didn’t play bad. 
We just gave up some easy goals, which against teams like 
that can cost you. “We scored four goals and with four goals, 
we should win every night. It was tough night.” 

Edmonton scored the game’s first goal for the first time this 
season 8:22 into the opening period. On the power play, 
Tyson Barrie intercepted a clearing attempt and floated a 
puck on net for Hyman to tip past Andersen. 

Carolina pulled even 1:38 into the second period when 
Svechnikov beat Campbell glove-side to extend his points 
streak to four games. 

Just over eight minutes into second, the Oilers regained the 
lead with their second short-handed goal of the season. 

Nugent-Hopkins sent the puck across to McLeod on a two-
on-one, and he beat Andersen through the legs. 

Edmonton made it 3-1 a couple of minutes later as McDavid 
sent a long pass to spring Kane and he scored his first of the 
season on the backhand. 

The Hurricanes cut into the deficit 12:35 into the second as a 
Svechnikov shot ticked off a defender’s stick and past 
Campbell. 

A little over a minute into the third period, the Oilers restored 
their two-goal lead. Andersen coughed up the puck behind 
his net and Hyman was able to kick it out to Nugent-Hopkins 
who scored into a wide-open net. 

However, just a couple of minutes later, Carolina struck 
again on the power play as the puck deflected off a skate 
from the faceoff circle to Svechnikov, who scored his third 
goal of the game and sixth of the young season. 

The Oilers struck on a power play of their own 5:16 into the 
third as McDavid sent it across to Draisaitl for a one-timer 
into the net. 

Carolina once again punched back with a power-play goal on 
a tick-tack-toe passing play converted by Necas 8:55 into the 
third period. 

The Hurricanes had a great chance to tie it up with a minute 
left as Aho went on a breakaway, but Campbell came up with 
a huge save. 

McDavid scored an empty-netter to put the game away with 
10 seconds remaining.
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, each team’s best addition 

By Kristen Shilton 

The 2022-23 NHL regular season is just 10 days old, but it's 
time to assess what all 32 teams have done thus far -- for 
better or worse. 

For this week's Power Rankings, we also identified the best 
newcomer for every team. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published Oct. 10. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Oct. 22), @ VAN (Oct. 24) 

Brent Burns seems tailor-made for the Hurricanes (and not 
just because he loves a storm surge celebration). The 
veteran blueliner stepped right into a top-pairing slot with 
Jaccob Slavin. He can still play over 22 minutes per game, 
get shots through traffic, play physically and make solid first 
passes. It's good energy for the Canes. 

2. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (Oct. 22), vs. PIT (Oct. 25) 

Nazem Kadri scored his first goal as a Flame by going coast-
to-coast through the Oilers and heating up the always fiery 
Battle of Alberta. That's one way to say hello. Kadri has been 
a perfect early fit in Calgary with his balance of talent and 
tenacity. 

3. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.700 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Oct. 23), vs. COL (Oct. 25), @ 
NYI (Oct. 26) 

Vincent Trocheck can be the Rangers' jack-of-all-trades: a 
high-speed, top-line contributor and special-teams stalwart 
who continuously pushes the pace offensively. It took 
Trocheck some time to get comfortable in the preseason and 
build chemistry with new linemates, but the veteran averaged 
a point per game out of the gate and is noticeably more 
confident with every game. 

4. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.875 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Oct. 22), @ OTT (Oct. 24), @ 
BOS (Oct. 25), vs. WSH (Oct. 27) 

Mason Marchment is off to a dynamic start for Dallas that 
included two goals in his Stars debut -- the top-shelf snipe 
was especially nice -- and the big winger has continued to 
ooze confidence. He'll earn plenty of ice time at 5-on-5 and 
can be lethal on the power play, all things Dallas hoped for 
when Marchment signed his four-year, $18 million deal last 
summer. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.875 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Oct. 22), @ EDM (Oct. 24), @ 
CGY (Oct. 25) 

Jeff Petry is at his best when, as coach Mike Sullivan says, 
he's making the Penguins "harder to play against." That's 
been Petry's goal early on in navigating his new 
environment, leaning on his brand of hard-nosed hockey to 
elevate Pittsburgh's defense. It hasn't been perfect, but 
Petry's a player his team believes in. 

6. Florida Panthers 
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Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Oct. 21), vs. NYI (Oct. 23), @ CHI 
(Oct. 25), @ PHI (Oct. 27) 

Matthew Tkachuk has ably transitioned his signature blend of 
scoring skill, puck-hounding and ability to aggravate right into 
the Sunshine State. He notched two goals in two games to 
start the season in tandem with a strong defensive effort and, 
of course, getting under opponents' skin. That Tkachuk-ian 
attitude is just what the Panthers needed. 

7. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 0.700 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Oct. 22), vs. DAL (Oct. 25), vs. 
DET (Oct. 27) 

How much does A.J. Greer love being a Boston Bruin? 
Enough to celebrate his first goal in black and gold by literally 
kissing the logo on his chest. Greer scored again in that 
Bruins home opener and has continued raising the bar on 
Boston's third line with physicality and strong defensive 
habits. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.800 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Oct. 22), vs. TOR (Oct. 24), @ 
SJ (Oct. 25) 

Bruce Cassidy is the most notable new face for Vegas, and 
he has the Golden Knights back up and running. The team 
appeared to need another fresh voice behind the bench, and 
Cassidy has supplied it in helping guide the Golden Knights 
to a 4-1 start. Change can be a good thing. 

9. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.625 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Oct. 21), @ VGK (Oct. 22), @ 
NYR (Oct. 25) 

Alexandar Georgiev lands here almost by default because 
the reigning Stanley Cup champions are basically running it 

back with the same group that took it to the house last 
season. The major exception, of course, is Georgiev 
replacing Darcy Kuemper as the team's starter in net. He's 
off to a solid start at 2-0 with a .911 SV% and 2.51 GAA. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 1.000 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Oct. 22), @ WPG (Oct. 24), vs. 
EDM (Oct. 26), @ NSH (Oct. 27) 

Jake Neighbours got a taste of the NHL in nine games last 
season, and the rookie battled to make St. Louis' roster out 
of camp. The 20-year-old is a strong competitor with bite to 
his game, and he's showing dynamic offensive potential with 
a playmaker's edge. Wherever Neighbours slots in the lineup 
he's capable of chipping in. 

11. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Oct. 22), vs. TB (Oct. 25), vs. 
WPG (Oct. 27) 

Kevin Fiala is delivering on the scoresheet for Los Angeles. 
The Kings went all-in on trading for -- and then extending -- 
Fiala to boost their forward depth, and so far it's paying off. 
The winger popped in a goal and two assists against his 
former team, the Minnesota Wild, and has showcased good 
chemistry with Anze Kopitar and Adrian Kempe. 

12. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.600 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Oct. 22), @ VGK (Oct. 24), @ SJ 
(Oct. 27) 

Calle Jarnkrok has been a solid addition to the Leafs' third 
line. He's durable and versatile, a low-maintenance linemate 
who makes players around him better. Jarnkrok can 
contribute just about anywhere, including on the scoresheet, 
and he has looked like a nice under-the-radar pickup by 
Toronto. 

13. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
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Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Oct. 22), vs. SJ (Oct. 23), vs. FLA 
(Oct. 27) 

John Tortorella gets the nod here because in all honesty no 
one is having the impact on the Flyers that he is. 
Philadelphia's new coach is brutally frank, and that attitude is 
what will continue to define the atmosphere around this 
team. If anything, Tortorella seems to have the Flyers 
believing in themselves -- even if no one else did. 

14. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: @ TB (Oct. 22), @ FLA (Oct. 23), vs. NYR 
(Oct. 26) 

Robin Salo rounded up a pair of goals in his second game of 
the season and has been a steady performer on the 
Islanders' blue line. The rookie came into this season with 21 
games previously under his belt, and early on Salo looks 
increasingly ready to become a full-time NHL skater. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.417 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Oct. 22), vs. STL (Oct. 27) 

Nino Niederreiter started hot in Music City with four goals in 
his first four games. Nashville previously lacked depth 
scoring, and Niederreiter is providing the solution there with 
timely offensive contributions while creating chances and 
helping drive play for his linemates. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.833 

Next seven days: @ CHI (Oct. 21), vs. ANA (Oct. 23), vs. NJ 
(Oct. 25), @ BOS (Oct. 27) 

Ville Husso opened his tenure as Detroit's starter with a 29-
save shutout. That memorable debut is just the beginning of 
Husso's potential with the Red Wings, who have desperately 
needed stability between the pipes. Looks like Husso -- in 
tandem with Alex Nedeljkovic -- is primed to provide it. 

17. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Oct. 22), @ SEA (Oct. 25), vs. 
MTL (Oct. 27) 

Eric Comrie already made history in Buffalo as the first 
goaltender to register an assist -- this one on an Alex Tuch 
goal -- in his Sabres debut. The former Winnipeg Jet has 
been solid for the Sabres so far, with good technique and 
some big-time saves. Buffalo needs all that and more while 
finding its bearings this season. 

18. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Oct. 22), @ NJ (Oct. 24), @ DAL 
(Oct. 27) 

Dylan Strome just wanted to be wanted. His early play with 
the Capitals shows that Strome still has much to offer. He's a 
skilled skater and passer with good instincts and transitions 
up the ice quickly. That looks to fit with what Washington 
needs most as it weathers the start of this season without the 
likes of Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Oct. 22), vs. STL (Oct. 24), @ LA 
(Oct. 27) 

Sam Gagner joining the Jets on a one-year deal in 
September was widely under-discussed. No matter, Gagner 
has done the necessary talking on the ice early in the 
season. He's a hardworking grinder who has been a perfect 
fit on Winnipeg's fourth line and second power play unit. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. STL (Oct. 22), vs. PIT (Oct. 24), @ STL 
(Oct. 26), @ CHI (Oct. 27) 
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Dylan Holloway turned an excellent training camp and 
preseason into an opening night roster spot to make his NHL 
debut in Edmonton's top six. That's impressive enough. 
Holloway has worked hard finding his way and will continue 
learning on the job -- and through a few turnovers -- to ideally 
become a consistent piece of the Oilers' lineup. 

21. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.600 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (Oct. 22), vs. MIN (Oct. 25), @ 
BUF (Oct. 27) 

Arber Xhekaj was a great story before he stepped onto NHL 
ice. The undrafted blueliner made a bruising debut with the 
Canadiens on opening night, and also tallied an assist. 
Xhekaj has been noticeable ever since and continues to 
show why Montreal found a place for him in the lineup. 

22. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.250 

Next seven days: @ FLA (Oct. 21), vs. NYI (Oct. 22), @ LA 
(Oct. 25), @ ANA (Oct. 26) 

Vladislav Namestnikov has technically played for Tampa 
before, from 2013-14 to 2017-18, but the Lightning might 
need him now more than ever. Namestnikov has been part of 
Tampa Bay's revamped third line and shown some good 
early returns. What the veteran lacks in flash he can make 
up for in reliability and consistency, two things Tampa could 
use. 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Oct. 22), vs. DAL (Oct. 24), vs. 
MIN (Oct. 27) 

Jake Sanderson has fit beautifully onto Ottawa's back end, 
and looks poised to retain a top-four role. The rookie plays a 
confident game, can control pace of play and isn't afraid to 
take calculated chances. The Senators have to be feeding 
off that energy. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (Oct. 22), @ NYR (Oct. 23), vs. 
ARI (Oct. 25) 

Johnny Gaudreau is an elite talent who can drive Columbus' 
offense -- and the Blue Jackets will need their new 
acquisition to do that as Patrik Laine is sidelined three to four 
weeks with an elbow sprain. Gaudreau is still settling onto 
his top-line perch while giving Columbus over 21 minutes per 
game with good returns on the scoresheet. 

25. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.250 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Oct. 22), @ MTL (Oct. 25), @ 
OTT (Oct. 27) 

Sam Steel is one of Minnesota's only new faces this season, 
and he has not been lost in the crowd. Checking in on the 
Wild's third or fourth line, the 24-year-old has been reliable 
defensively and added some offense (including a critical 
game-tying goal) to be a viable option within the team's 
bottom-six group. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Oct. 22), vs. WSH (Oct. 24), @ 
DET (Oct. 25) 

Alexander Holtz isn't completely new to the Devils -- he 
played nine games for them last season -- but the rookie is 
eyeing a bigger role this season. The 20-year-old already 
notched his first career goal and could be a versatile piece in 
New Jersey's bottom six as coach Lindy Ruff has already 
shuffled him throughout New Jersey's lineup. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.300 

Next seven days: @ DET (Oct. 23), vs. TB (Oct. 26) 

Ryan Strome announced himself with Anaheim in a three-
point debut to fuel the Ducks' comeback win over Seattle. 
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That's the impact Anaheim hoped its new top-line center 
would have when Strome inked a five-year, $25 million free 
agent contract last summer. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.200 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Oct. 22), vs. CAR (Oct. 24), @ 
SEA (Oct. 27) 

Andrei Kuzmenko has a shot just like Alex Ovechkin -- or so 
says his coach, Bruce Boudreau. The 26-year-old rookie did 
score in his NHL debut and has exhibited some early 
chemistry with center Elias Pettersson. While Kuzmenko is 
still adjusting from the KHL game, there's an assuredness 
and ease to him that suggests he'll be fine. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.333 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Oct. 21), vs. SEA (Oct. 23), vs. 
FLA (Oct. 25), vs. EDM (Oct. 27) 

Jason Dickinson wanted a fresh start in Chicago and in his 
debut game (a 5-2 win over the Red Sharks) had a goal and 
two assists. Dickinson barely had any notice he'd be suiting 
up, but it didn't matter as the 27-year-old played on instinct 
and clicked with his new club. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: @ COL (Oct. 21), @ CHI (Oct. 23), vs. 
BUF (Oct. 25), vs. VAN (Oct. 27) 

Matty Beniers is the present and future of this Kraken squad. 
The 19-year-old is already centering Seattle's top line, and 
his rookie season is off to a good start offensively with four 
points in five games. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.250 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Oct. 22), @ CBJ (Oct. 25) 

Dylan Guenther might not be a fixture all season with 
Arizona, but the 19-year-old is making the most of his 
moment. Playing a second-line role, Guenther tallied an 
assist in his NHL debut and appears composed and 
confident beyond his years. That's an excellent start. 

32. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.167 

Next seven days: @ NJ (Oct. 22), @ PHI (Oct. 23), vs. VGK 
(Oct. 25), vs. TOR (Oct. 27) 

Luke Kunin went straight to a top-line role for the Sharks as a 
complement to Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier. San Jose 
grabbed Kunin from Nashville in a summertime trade to 
maximize its scoring potential and Kunin has tried to oblige 
with a pair of points in his first five games. Like the rest of 
San Jose's lineup, there's more Kunin can offer, too. 
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Oilers relieve some tension with win over Hurricanes in heavyweight battle 

By Mark Spector 

EDMONTON — There is pressure here in Canada, in case 
you haven’t noticed. 

Pressure in Toronto, where the skin is so thin that the coach 
can’t even tell the truth without having to backtrack the next 
day. Pressure in Ottawa, where a Senators team that doesn’t 
necessarily have to make the playoffs had darned well better 
hang around the race into March, at least. 

And a little bit of pressure in Vancouver, in case you haven’t 
noticed, where the Canucks return home Saturday from quite 
possibly the worst five-game, season-opening road trip ever 
travelled by a National Hockey League team. 

Here in Edmonton the skillet was heating up as well, 
underneath an Oilers team that was 1-2 after a Tuesday loss 
to Buffalo and facing a Carolina Hurricanes team that — in 
the eyes of most everyone — is likely a better team than 
either the Sabres or the Oilers. 

With a six-game homestand to open the season, a 1-3 start 
would have meant two more days of doubt, angst, worry… 
You know, the typical emotions of the Canadian hockey fan. 

“Being 2-2 is nothing to write home about, but we’ll take it,” 
said Connor McDavid, after a fabulously entertaining, back-
and-forth, 6-4 Oilers win on Thursday. “We don’t want it to be 
as scrambly as it has been, but that is hockey in October. 
There are mistakes made, but you have to find ways to get 
wins. They count just the same now as they do later in the 
year.” 

Mistakes? 

The only mistake that matters at this time of year was if you 
somehow weren’t watching when two of hockey’s premier 
offensive outfits met for the first half of their season series, 
two lineups laden with players that can take an October 
game and make you wonder how much fun it would be if 
they met again come springtime? 

This was the new NHL, with two teams that have high-end 
skill peppered throughout their lineup. 

For Carolina, Martin Necas was absolutely blazing up and 
down the ice, while Sebastien Aho — quite possibly the most 
underrated player in the entire league — was elite in 
everything he did on a three-assist night Thursday. 

And Andrei Svechnikov? He looked like a young Vladimir 
Tarasenko, rifling home a hat trick with that elite wrist shot, a 
helpless Jack Campbell scorched from distance in a manner 
seldom seen anymore. 

On the Oilers side, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins jumped up from 
his role as a third-line centre and played left wing next to 
Leon Draisaitl and Zach Hyman — a line that produced eight 
points. Nugent-Hopkins gave his team a four-point night (1-3-
4) and set up the shorthanded goal that, in a way, was the 
difference in a game that featured two power-play goals and 
two even strength goals by each team, capped by McDavid’s 
empty netter. 

“We all knew it. We saw it coming,” 'Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of the shorty, scored by Ryan McLeod on a 
two-on-one with Nugent-Hopkins. “We went sniffing in there 
and they made a good play. That’s what Edmonton does for 
you, they make you pay. 

“To me, that was the difference in the game. We both had 
good power plays going and we gave up a shorty. That’s the 
game.” 

The Hurricanes could afford to lose — they came in at 3-0. 

Edmonton, not so much. Their game has improved over the 
past two outings, but it was time for a result. 

The Oilers opened the scoring for the first time all season. 
From there, the game went to 1-1. Then 3-1 for Edmonton. 
Then 3-2. Then 4-2. Then 4-3…. 

“That’s what happens when you play against a good team. 
They don’t give in,” said Zach Hyman, who deflected home 
the opener for his first of the young season. “They force it, 
they push it, and they’re able to capitalize on their power 
play. But I think on the flip side, good teams respond and 
push back themselves. We were able to do that multiple 
times in the game.” 

Campbell let in four and played great — that’s just the kind of 
night it was. 

Entertaining? These are two teams that have plenty of 
bullets and don’t mind getting in a gun fight. 

Defence? Yeah, that’ll be important down the road. 

But on a desperate night in October, the Oilers got just 
enough defence and goaltending to allow five goals to stand 
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up — then added an empty-netter (McDavid’s fourth point) 
just in case. 

“I thought we did good things in that Buffalo game. If it is not 
for a really good goalie, I think maybe we are winning that 
one,” McDavid reckoned. “Tonight, I liked a lot about our 

game, but there are still things to improve. It is October 
hockey. We want it to be better, but it is going in the right 
direction. 

“It is a positive.” 

 

 

Mistakes sink Canes, Svechnikov’s hat trick not enough 

By Ryan Henkel 

Well it had to come sooner or later, as the Carolina 
Hurricanes dropped their first L of the season, a 6-4 loss to 
the Edmonton Oilers Thursday night at Rogers Place. 

It was the same script as the first two games. A sleepy start, 
the first goal goes against, the team ramps it up in the 
second period and on, however, the act started to go against 
the prior scripts. 

So even despite an Andrei Svechnikov hat trick — his first in 
the regular season — the effort just wasn’t enough to thwart 
a high-octane Oiler offense. 

The biggest key in the loss for the Hurricanes was the 
compounding mistakes. Simple mistakes that led to 
disastrous results. 

Goal one against, Sebastian Aho had time and space to 
clear the puck on the penalty killed and failed to get it out. 
Oilers keep it in and score immediately on a deflection in 
front. 

Goal two against, Canes power play gets caught napping 
and a two-on-one breaks out the other way which Ryan 
McLeod finished backhand, five-hole. 

Goal three against, Connor McDavid springs Evander Kane 
for a breakaway, he goes backhand, five-hole. 

Goal four against, Frederik Andersen leaves the crease to 
play a puck, but when it gets stuck outside the trapezoid he 
is stranded behind the net and the Oilers have an easy put 
away. 

Goal five against, Canes are on the penalty kill and go for an 
overload on the puck along the boards leaving Leon Draisaitl 
open in front where he gets an outlet pass and hammers it 
home. 

Goal six against, Jesperi Kotkaniemi telegraphs a pass all 
the way and McDavid picks it off to put it into the empty net 
for the seal. 

The team didn’t play poor necessarily as a whole, with the 
power play cashing in twice and the Canes carrying the 
majority of play at even-strength, but overall it wasn’t a clean 
game. 

However, despite the loss, there were still some positives to 
take away from the game. 

For one, the Hurricanes second line continues to look like a 
difference maker. 

Svechnikov is quickly evolving into the star he was pegged to 
be, with a world class shot and physical strength. He is 
showcasing his ability to be a complete player and he is 
quickly approaching that next level. 

Along with him, Martin Necas is continuing to flash his 
confidence, with his hands managing to keep up with his 
dazzling skating and it was all on display with his back-and-
forth, power play goal with Aho. 

But the Canes need better from everyone else and especially 
their top line, which was steadily outchanced all game long 
and didn’t really set itself aside at even-strength. 

A big piece of that begins with Teuvo Teravainen who has 
just a lone assist on the season. He has been a steady 
difference maker for the Canes and they need him to start 
producing. 

Outside of them, it also seems like the new guys are still 
trying to get fully comfortable as well. 
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So even though the Canes had steady offensive production 
overall, as a group that prides themselves on their defensive, 
it’s a game they’ll want to flush. 

They’ll get that chance to put this game behind themselves 
fairly soon though as they continue the road trip to Calgary to 
take on the Flames Saturday night. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes slip through cracks in Edmonton, fall 6-4 to Oilers 

By Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes experienced their first defeat of the 
season north of the border on Thursday, Oct. 20. Despite a 
winning streak on the West Coast, Carolina (3-1-0) couldn’t 
keep it together against the Edmonton Oilers (2-2-0) and fell 
6-4 after 60 nail-biting minutes of gameplay. 

On the bright side, right wing Andrei Svechnikov completed 
his first regular season hat trick. The 22 year old was 
undoubtedly the Hurricanes’ star player of the evening, largely 
responsible for keeping Carolina in the game despite 
Edmonton’s six shots getting past goaltender Frederik 
Andersen. 

“[Svechnikov] was pretty dominant,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “That line was good, he was really good; we just 
didn’t have much from anyone else, really. I thought there 
wasn’t enough … Listen, we gave them two goals. You can’t 
just hand a team goals, especially this team.” 

Carolina was slow to start in Alberta, spending the bulk of the 
first period on their side of the ice while at even strength. 
Andersen was largely responsible for blocking Edmonton’s 
advances, saving 12 of 13 shots on goal across the first 20 
minutes of play. 

Edmonton left wing Zach Hyman registered the Oilers’ first 
goal of the evening, pulling a straight shot past defensemen 
Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei. Although Carolina was ultimately 
unable to match it within the first period, Hyman’s goal 
seemed to wake up the Canes a bit across the remaining 11 
minutes. 

The next 20 minutes of gameplay were all about Svechnikov. 
Already coming off of a three-point hot streak in Seattle, he 
narrowed Carolina’s sizable deficit in the span of 11 minutes 
during the second period. 

Two goals within two minutes from the Oilers — not to mention 
a shorthanded shot that sailed right through Andersen’s legs 
— would’ve dragged any team down, but Svechnikov bagged 
two bullets past Edmonton goaltender Jack Campbell. 

The Hurricanes nearly gave Edmonton a taste of its own 
medicine late in the second period, thanks to a boastful 
shorthanded effort from center Martin Nečas while 
defenseman Calvin de Haan sat in the box for cross-checking. 
Regardless, the Hurricanes were forced to step up on all sides 
for the final 20 minutes of gameplay. 

Carolina fans quieted after Edmonton raised the score to 4-2 
early in the third period, but Svechnikov’s PPG to cement his 
first NHL regular season hat trick brought the match back to 
life. With six goals in four games, it’s clear that Svechnikov’s 
hot streak isn’t stopping anytime soon. If only it were enough 
for a win in Edmonton. 

“It’s fun to score a hat trick, but it’s tough when you lose [the 
game],” Svechnikov said. “I think my teammates made nice 
plays for me, and my job is to be a shooter. That’s what I was 
doing today — just shoot it on the net, and try to score some 
goals. But yeah, it was tough. Tough to lose this one, for sure.” 

With 11:05 left in the third period, Nečas put one more past 
Campbell as a last-ditch attempt to run away with the game 
following another goal from the Oilers. Despite a mere one-
goal deficit in a high-scoring game and Svechnikov’s hot 
streak, however, the Hurricanes were ultimately unable to pull 
off a win or simply push the game into overtime. Following one 
final goal on an empty net for the Oilers, Carolina was done 
for. 

The Hurricanes will seek to restart a winning streak with their 
upcoming match against the Calgary Flames on Saturday, 
Oct. 22. Puck drop is set for 10 p.t.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article267554062.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-svechnikov-scores-three-but-canes-fall-to-oilers/c-336624278 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-reveal-reverse-retro-2022-jersey/c-336583160  
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-edmonton-oilers-game-recap/c-336230618  

https://www.nhl.com/news/2022-adidas-nhl-reverse-retro-jerseys-reveal/c-336511528  
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-ryan-mcleod-jack-campbell-leon-draisaitl-fc0302f18cca624e1b02dbd1707eb936  

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34841538/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-team-best-addition  
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/oilers-relieve-some-tension-with-win-over-hurricanes-in-heavyweight-battle/  

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/21/23415629/mistakes-sink-carolina-hurricanes-svechnikov-hat-trick-not-enough-
edmonton-oilers-necas-aho  

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-slip-through-cracks-in-edmonton-fall-6-4-to-oilers/article_e2140a9c-50fa-11ed-
94a3-bbb829f5aee6.html
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Carolina Hurricanes team Calvin de Haan returned to is ‘more mature,’ 
defenseman says 

Chip Alexander 

7-9 minutes 20/10/2022 

Calvin de Haan was a member of the Carolina Hurricanes’ playoff team 
in 2018-19, forever the “bunch of jerks,” before being traded to the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

Returning to the Canes this season, the defenseman said he quickly 
noticed one change. 

“A lot more facial hair,” de Haan said, grinning, last week. 

De Haan nodded his head toward Andrei Svechnikov across the Canes’ 
locker room at PNC Arena. 

“He was 18 then,” he said. 

And now? 

“He’s a man, for sure.” 

De Haan glanced around the room — at Sebastian Aho, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jaccob Slavin, Brett Pesce, all now seasoned pros with four 
years of playoff experience with the Canes. Aho, Teravainen and 

Svechnikov still have work to do on the “facial hair” thing, but Slavin and 
Pesce have no problem. 

“Everyone is a little more mature now,” de Haan told The News & 
Observer. “That experience goes a long way for those guys who were 
four years younger at that time. I think it’s going to be a very competitive 
year in the league and we’ll be a very competitive team. 

“There’s a lot of talent on this team. Everyone’s fast here, too. That’s 
another thing I noticed. Everyone is good on their feet. Management has 
done a good job of building a competitive team.” 

The Hurricanes, the Metropolitan Division champions last season, are off 
to a 3-0-0 start after their win Monday over the Seattle Kraken. After 
opening at home last week against the Columbus Blue Jackets, the 
Canes went West for their next five games. 

After wins at San Jose and Seattle, beating the Sharks in a close game 
and spanking the Kraken 5-1, the Hurricanes will be in Edmonton on 
Thursday to face the Oilers (1-2-0). 

Nearly all the metrics look good for the Canes, who have outshot their 
three opponents 112-74 while outchancing them 101-63 (44-17 on “high-
danger” scoring chances), according to Naturalstattrick.com. The line of 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Svechnikov and Necas has produced five 
goals and 12 points, and Aho’s line with Teravainen and Seth Jarvis has 
a 23-10 edge in scoring chances when on the ice at 5-on-5. 

Goaltenders Frederik Andersen, who started two of the games, and Antti 
Raanta have allowed one goal in each of their games, a combination of 
good work in the crease and defensively. 
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“The first three games it has been a solid effort from top to bottom, and 
that’s what you’ve got to have,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday in Edmonton. 

Brind’Amour was in his first year as head coach in 2018-19, guiding the 
Canes to the Eastern Conference finals. Although he had been an 
assistant coach, being the man in charge was all new for him that 
season. 

De Haan, 31, said he hasn’t noticed much of a change in Brind’Amour or 
his coaching methods four years later, saying, “Every time Roddy 
speaks, guys really open their ears and eyes. He’s just a natural leader. 
That’s all you can ask for in a coach. 

“I remember when I was here four years ago I’d run through a wall for the 
guy. I think he’d do that for any of his players, too, and I think that still 
shows, for sure. The guys love playing for him.” 

De Haan signed a four-year deal with Carolina in 2018 but was traded 
after his first season, in part because of the Canes’ need to free up cap 
space for a potential offer sheet to Aho in free agency. 

The offer sheet to Aho, from the Montreal Canadiens, did come that July. 
The Canes matched and Aho stayed. But de Haan was gone, playing the 
past three years on the Chicago blue line for the Blackhawks. 

A free agent after the season, de Haan decided his best option was to 
sign a professional tryout contract (PTO) with the Hurricanes. The plan: 
Go back to Raleigh, try to win a spot in training camp and a contract with 
his former team. 

He did that, earning a one-year, $850,000 deal. On opening night, he 
was in the lineup. 

“I played against these guys the past three years and it’s not a fun team 
to play against,” de Haan said. “Now I can be on the other side of things 
again.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Sabres hand Flames their first loss of season 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

12-15 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

The Calgary Flames’ perfect start was going to come to an end 
eventually — and nobody will make the case they deserved to win this 
one.  

The Buffalo Sabres showed up at the Saddledome on Thursday night 
with more hunger, with more hustle. They handed the Flames a 6-3 loss, 
their first bummer of the 2022-23 season.  

A 3-1 record, at this point, is nothing to moan and groan about. This just 
wasn’t their finest night. It certainly wasn’t the 60-minute showing that 
they’ve been talking about.  

“Well, we had another sh– start to the game,” fumed Flames defenceman 
Nikita Zadorov. “Too many turnovers. Too many odd-man rushes. We 
weren’t winning any battles down low. We knew what Buffalo was going 
to bring and that’s what they did, but we weren’t ready for it. It’s totally on 
us, totally unacceptable.  

“We weren’t ready,” he added later. “The start, that’s all how you prepare 
yourself for the game. We didn’t have our legs. We weren’t skating. We 
weren’t competing well enough. They were more hungry than us. A 
young group, they want to prove themselves and they know who they’re 
facing. And it’s totally on us. We weren’t good enough. It’s that simple.”  

If Nazem Kadri hadn’t plunked the post on what could’ve been the tying 
tally early in the third, perhaps this might have been a different story. 
Instead, the Sabres scored on the power play less than a minute later to 
restore a two-goal cushion. End of story.  

“I don’t think we played our game at all,” assessed Flames forward 
Andrew Mangiapane. “Maybe a few spurts here and there, but it wasn’t 
the best game for our group.”  

It definitely was not.  

Flames starter Jacob Markstrom was hooked after only one period. He 
allowed three goals on a dozen shots.  

His backup Dan Vladar, signed earlier in the day to a two-year contract 
extension, didn’t receive the warmest of welcomes. He’d been in the 
crease for all of 46 seconds before spinning around to fish a puck out of 
his net. That turned out to be the game-winner.  

Calgary Flames forward Blake Coleman is checked by Buffalo Sabres 
defenceman Owen Power in front of goaltender Eric Comrie at 
Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022. 

The Sabres, a young and speedy bunch, were paced by Alex Tuch’s hat-
trick. Mangiapane, Zadorov and Trevor Lewis replied for the home side.   

“We were kind of slow everywhere and made them look even faster,” 
Mangiapane groaned.   

Kadri agreed, telling reporters “you have to tip your cap, but I think it was 
a little too easy for them breaking through the neutral zone tonight.”  

“We gave up a little too much, a little more than what we wanted to,” 
Kadri said. “That’s not up to our standards. But we’re going to turn the 
page and be better.”  

With Darryl Sutter at the helm, preparation has seldom been a problem, 
so it was somewhat startling to hear the players talking post-game about 
a lack of readiness. Mangiapane, who staked the locals to an early lead, 
admitted that “right from the start, I didn’t think we were engaged.”  

The Sabres tallied three times in a seven-minute span to seize control.  

Markstrom thought he’d thwarted Dylan Cozens on a deke to his 
backhand, except the puck squeaked through his pads and was laying on 
the goal-line, allowing the rising star from Whitehorse to clean up his own 
leftovers.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 21, 2022 

 

Rasmus Dahlin made history with a snipe through a screen, becoming 
the first NHL defenceman to tickle twine in four straight to open a season, 
and then Casey Mittelstadt turned on the jets, beating MacKenzie 
Weegar to a loose puck and going bar-down on a shorthanded 
breakaway.  

Tuch extended the lead on the opening shift of the middle stanza, firing 
through traffic and finding daylight on Vladar’s blocker side.  

Buffalo Sabres forward Jeff Skinner collides with Calgary Flames forward 
Kevin Rooney at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary on Thursday, Oct. 
20, 2022. 

The locals managed to claw one back late in the second with a little help 
from one of the men in stripes. Buffalo’s goaltender, Eric Comrie, kicked 
aside a harmless dump-in, but the rebound banked off the skate of 
referee Trevor Hanson. Jonathan Huberdeau was first on scene and 
although he lost the handle as he danced around Dahlin, Lewis was left 
with a freebie with just 2.5 ticks remaining until the intermission.  

When Zadorov scored early in the third, the deficit was trimmed to one. 
Less than four minutes later, however, he was busted for tripping 
Mittelstadt and was watching from the sin-bin as Tuch made a slick move 
around Mangiapane and drained his second of the night on the man-
advantage. He completed the hat-trick into the empty net.  

Next up for the Flames is Saturday’s clash with the Carolina Hurricanes 
(8 p.m. MT, Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 The Fan).  

“It definitely wasn’t our night,” Zadorov said after the loss to the Sabres. 
“We just have to do our homework and then prepare better for Saturday 
night, because I think it’s going to be a better, harder opponent, as well.”  

AROUND THE BOARDS  

The Flames racked up 43 shots on net, including eight off the stick of 
Michael Stone … The hosts were without blue-liner Noah Hanifin 
(undisclosed). In his absence, Zadorov was skating in a top-four role and 
Connor Mackey suited up for his season debut … Zadorov’s eventful 
night included a goal, two minor penalties and six hits … Mackey, 26, 
logged just one shift in the third. “You get an opportunity, you have to 
take advantage of it,” Sutter said when asked about his seventh 
defenceman. “Everybody talked about our depth and all that this 
summer. Well, it got quite a bit disrupted with Oliver (Kylington)’s 
situation and then nobody stepped up in training camp other than Stoney. 
So these young guys like that, when they get an opportunity, they should 
seize the opportunity.” … Vladar’s two-year contract extension comes 
with an annual cap hit of US$2.2 million … Sabres bench boss Don 
Granato was asked for a scouting report Thursday on one of the famous 
faces at the Saddledome. During his playing days, Granato spent a 
couple of campaigns with the ECHL’s Columbus Chill, becoming buddy-
buddy with a blue-liner named Brad Treliving. “Oh God, you did your 
research,” Granato grinned when asked about his chum from the Chill 
and current Flames general manager. “You go back and you can’t 
remember everything of the year, you can’t remember every player in 
detail, but it seems like everything you do remember, Brad Treliving was 
in and involved in, from at the rink to away from the rink. He was a great, 
great teammate. He’s become a great friend. He’s not only a hard 
worker, he’s a super person.” 

Calgary Flames forward Mikael Backlund screens Buffalo Sabres 
goaltender Eric Comrie on a goal by defenceman Nikita Zadorov at 
Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary on Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022. 

OFF THE GLASS  

Kadri assisted on Mangiapane’s marker and is the sixth player in 
franchise history to start a stint with the Flames with a season-opening 

point spree of four games or more. The others are Phil Housley (7 GP in 
1994-95), Sergei Makarov (7 GP in 1989-90), Sean Monahan (5 GP in 
2013-14), Kevin LaVallee (4 GP in 1980-81) and Kent Nilsson (4 GP in 
1979-80) … With the Flames, Hurricanes and Dallas Stars all losing 
Thursday, the St. Louis Blues (2-0) are the lone remaining NHL team 
with a spotless record this season … This was a milestone night for Milan 
Lucic, now with 1,100 regular-season appearances on his resume. He is 
one of just 211 dudes in league lore to hit that particular mark. “What was 
it, 355 or something like that when I hit 1,000? And now that number 
shrinks to 211,” Lucic said after Thursday’s morning skate. “So you see 
how when you climb up in games, how those numbers shrink and how 
only a certain number of players end up getting to that plateau. That’s 
another thing that I guess is pretty cool and that you’re grateful about.” … 
The Flames are throwing it back to 1995 with their latest reverse retros, a 
new twist on what some refer to as the ‘pedestal’ jersey. It might bring 
back memories of Theo Fleury flying around the ice, Trevor Kidd tending 
the twine and Sandy McCarthy’s reign as one of the NHL’s toughest 
customers. If it brings back memories of Neil Eisenhut or Niklas 
Sundblad, you are a true diehard.  
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WRANGLERS REPORT: Jeremie Poirier comes to Calgary fresh off 
Memorial Cup win 

 

Todd Saelhof 

9-12 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

Jeremie Poirier is the answer to the trivia question ‘Who scored the first 
goal for the AHL’s Calgary Wranglers?’ 

Top shelf, from just above the right hashmarks 7:03 into the second 
period of Game 1. 

Bingo. 

“That was a nice play by him,” praised Wranglers head coach Mitch 
Love, after last Sunday’s club-opener at Scotiabank Saddledome. “I’m 
sure as a first-year pro, it’s always nice to get that first goal out of the 
way early. And I thought as his game kept going, you started to see the 
Jeremie Poirier-type game — making plays and having some composure 
with the puck. 

“He’s got a skill set.” 

Most of that centres around his ability to move the puck in both zones. 

But perhaps even more importantly for the Calgary Flames, the highly 
prized defenceman is a winner. 

“He got an opportunity to win the Memorial Cup and be a part of a 
championship team,” said Love of Poirier. “For young players, that’s what 
you want. 

“We’re trying to breed the same thing here in terms of a competitive 
culture.” 

Indeed, two years after being chosen by the Flames in the third round — 
72nd overall — of the NHL Entry Draft, Poirier became a junior hockey 
king with the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League’s Saint John Sea 
Dogs. 

The crowning came in late June, when Poirier and the Sea Dogs hoisted 
the Memorial Cup in their home rink, capping a successful four-year term 
for the Quebec native with the Maritimes franchise. 

“For sure, that was a special feeling,” said Poirier, recalling the 5-3 finale 
over the QMJHL-champion Shawinigan Cataractes at TD Station in Saint 
John, N.B. “Like everybody knows, winning is fun. 

“But (best for me is) I think when you experience that and you kind of 
learn how to win through that, now you know what it takes to win.” 

Bringing that winning culture to the Flames is next on his bucket list. 

And in that regard, he’s got a little help from another new face — and 
another former Sea Dogs star — around the Saddledome. 

Jonathan Huberdeau was also a Memorial Cup victor with the Saint John 
club, lifting the coveted chalice back in 2011 after the Sea Dogs topped 
the Ontario Hockey League’s Mississauga St. Michael’s Majors 3-1 in the 
championship finale. That was the first title and only other one won by 
the team until Poirier & Co. did the deed again four months back. 

“Yeah, the Sea Dogs are one of the most successful teams in the whole 
CHL the last 10 years,” Poirier said. “They’ve been really successful. And 
Jonathan’s years were, obviously, pretty good. 

“Back in Saint John, yes, we were fortunate enough to see him at the 
Memorial Cup. He came by with the team in the room and talked to the 
guys before big games. So I think it was great to learn a little bit from him 
and hear from his time in Saint John and just try and build on what he 
said and go out there. 

“And fortunately, we won the Memorial Cup.” 

Perhaps, one day soon, they can team up as old Sea Dogs to help the 
Flames win the Stanley Cup. 

But while Huberdeau is an élite NHL talent — and reigning assist leader 
after his 85-apple year last season with the Florida Panthers — Poirier is 
just getting used to being a professional. 

He’s just two games into his pro career, skating with the Wranglers in 
trying to build his game to become an NHLer and join Huberdeau on the 
Flames. 

Games 3 and 4 of his career go Friday (7:05 p.m.) and Saturday night 
(7:05 p.m.), when the Wranglers (0-2) play the Colorado Eagles in 
Loveland, Colo. 

Of course, they opened the season last Sunday, when Poirier popped the 
franchise’s first goal in Calgary, albeit in a 6-5 losing cause to the 
Coachella Valley Firebirds. Then, the Wranglers followed up with a 
Monday 3-1 loss to the Firebirds in a rematch at the Dome. 

“For me, I think it’s just to come prepared,” said the 20-year-old Poirier, of 
adjusting to the AHL. “It’s a new step. It’s a new level of hockey. You just 
got to come prepared and do your best and just work hard out there and 
hope everything’s gonna go well. If you work hard, I think good things are 
gonna happen.” 

Being a winner already will likely help him push forward. 

“I think it’s just when you when you know the little details of the game that 
you need to do every minute of every shift, because I think winning 
doesn’t just take talent and just doesn’t take playing good,” added Poirier, 
who had 20- and 16-goal seasons as a defenceman for the Sea Dogs. “It 
takes sacrifice, and a lot of little details needs to be done if you want to 
be successful. And especially in a league like that, where it’s fast and big 
guys who are way older than me. So it’s important to do the little details 
and try to bring that to the team and work hard and compete every night.” 
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Flames sign Vladar to two-year contract extension 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

9-11 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

'This is probably the best thing that could happen to me. Obviously, I’m 
super happy here, so I wanted to stay here as long as I could' 

Dan Vladar, still sweating from morning skate, walked into the Calgary 
Flames’ locker-room with a big smile on his face. 

No different than usual. 

As it was later revealed, the Flames’ backup goaltender had extra reason 
to beam Thursday. He was soon headed to Brad Treliving’s office to 
scribble his signature on a two-year contract extension with an annual 
cap-hit of US$2.2 million. 

“I love this city, I love the fans, I love the organization,” Vladar told the 
Flames’ website. “I think we have something special going on here. I love 
the group. Being in the locker-room with Marky (Jacob Markstrom), I 
really like the goalie coaches here … This is probably the best thing that 
could happen to me. Obviously, I’m super happy here, so I wanted to 
stay here as long as I could. 

“It’s a dream come true.” 

It’s also a tidy bit of business for Treliving. Yeah, another one. 

Many believe the late-blooming Vladar, despite limited experience at the 
highest level, has a bright future between the pipes. It wouldn’t be a 
surprise if the lanky and likeable Czech is a full-time NHL starter 
someday. 

He’s now committed to stick around the Saddledome through the end of 
2024-25. He provides a dependable backup behind Markstrom — Darryl 
Sutter’s plan to play Vladar once a week this season is as much about 
the 25-year-old earning his trust as it is about getting some extra rest for 
the Vezina Trophy finalist — and means the Flames won’t have to rush 
the development of prized puck-stopping prospect Dustin Wolf. 

Wolf, currently workhorsing for the AHL’s Wranglers, is often referred to 
as the goalie-of-the-future. Vladar also belongs in that conversation. It 
can be tough to find good netminders — if you’ve been a Flames fan for 
a while, you certainly are aware of that — so it’s never a bad thing to 
have strong competition for crease-time. (Markstrom is under contract for 
three more campaigns after this one, so this debate doesn’t need to be 
immediately settled.) 

“We think we have great depth at that position,” Treliving said. “Not only 
in the NHL, but you have Dustin coming and we have some young guys 
behind him. You can never have too many of ’em, and we have some 
good ones.” 

The Flames had targeted Vladar as an intriguing on-the-cusper, acquiring 
him in a trade with the Boston Bruins in July 2021. He posted a solid stat-
line last season — a 13-6-2 record, 2.75 goals-against average, .906 
save percentage and a pair of shutouts. 

Oct 15, 2022; Edmonton, Alberta, CAN; The Calgary Flames celebrate a 
goal scored by forward Name Kadri (91) during the first period against 
the Edmonton Oilers at Rogers Place.  

Flames goalie Dan Vladar stops the Columbus Blue Jackets' Boone 
Jenner on the doorstep during the first period of Tuesday night's game. 

Edmonton Oilers forward Zach Hyman looks for a rebound in front of 
Calgary Flames goaltender Dan Vladar during a pre-season game at 
Rogers Place in Edmonton on Friday, Sept. 30, 2022. 

Calgary Flames goalie Dan Vladar holds the fort during Tuesday night's 
preseason game against the Kraken in Seattle. The Flames lost 3-0. 

“We liked him when we got him and he’s done nothing but continue to 
improve and grow and mature, and we think he’s a really good 
goaltender,” said Treliving of Vladar, who stopped 26 shots in Saturday’s 
victory over the Oilers in Edmonton. “With where his game has come and 
continues to go, we think he’s just scratching the surface. 

“He has size. He has athleticism. He has great hockey smarts, in terms 
of the way he reads the game. So there’s a lot to like. You can never 
have too much depth at that position, and we think he still has lots of 
upside. To be able to get him locked in, we thought it made sense at a 
number that we thought made sense. Because I think he’s going to 
continue to get better.” 

You frequently hear praise of Vladar’s work ethic. And while the second-
string netminder is often the first guy on the ice for practice and always 
among the last to leave, there is nobody around the Saddledome logging 
longer hours than Treliving. 

The general manager has filed contract extensions over the past couple 
of months for forwards Jonathan Huberdeau and Andrew Mangiapane, 
defencemen Oliver Kylington and MacKenzie Weegar, for his head coach 
and now for Vladar. He also hammered out deals with marquee free-
agent addition Nazem Kadri and returning depth dudes Brett Ritchie and 
Michael Stone. (Kylington remains away from the team on personal 
leave.) 

Apparently, this latest negotiation wasn’t an especially arduous one. 

The way Vladar described it, he received a call from his agent, who 
relayed word of an offer from the Flames. 

There was no need to sleep on it. It’s a nice raise for a guy who will be a 
bargain at US$750,000 this winter in the last year on his current contract. 
The extension kicks in for 2023-24. 

“I didn’t take me long,” Vladar told Flames.com. “I think it was about 12 
seconds. 

“Wait, it was probably more like three seconds. Obviously, I’m super 
excited, but I have to work even harder now.” 

He never seems to shy away from that part of it. 

“In the role he’s in, you have the big dog in Marky and he’s a sponge, he 
learns, he’s supportive of his teammates,” Treliving said of Vladar. “You 
know, he does what he’s supposed to do, which is to continue to work at 
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his craft. He’s a great teammate. He has lots of energy. He’s just a great 
young man. He’s a pleasure to be around. There’s no bad days in 
Danny’s world. 

“And you can see why he has success. Yeah, he has talent, but he works 
at it night and day. He’s beloved in that room, and for good reason.” 
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Flames weren’t prepared against Sabres: ‘Totally unacceptable’ 

 

Julian McKenzie 

6-7 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

CALGARY — The Flames’ faithful were growing restless and the groans 
were audible and it was only the second period. The Flames, the same 
ones who held their own against three contending teams to start the 
year, all of a sudden couldn’t take the puck away from the Buffalo Sabres 
as they maintained possession for a solid minute in the Flames’ zone 
near the end of the second period. Even if a Flames player had a brief 
touch of the puck, it would be followed by a forecheck, a turnover, more 
skating and a sustained offensive zone possession from the Sabres. 

It felt like a long game of keep-away. Even if the Sabres didn’t score, it 
was a stretch of play that summed up the game. 

Calgary was not prepared to face off against a younger, faster Sabres 
team that displayed skill and flair to its advantage. The most frustrating 
part for the Flames is that they knew what they were up against well 
before the puck dropped. They had last season’s loss to the Sabres at 
home to stew on. Mikael Backlund earlier Thursday highlighted the fact 
that the Sabres were a ‘fast, young team’ and were quite skilled. Frankly, 
it’s a bit surprising the Saddledome didn’t display the words ‘trap game’ 
in a giant neon sign atop the arena as fans walked into the building. 

The Flames knew they had to play well. They didn’t. They admitted 
postgame that they weren’t ready, nor engaged sufficiently, to beat the 
Sabres. 

“We had another s— start (to) the game,” Flames defenceman Nikita 
Zadorov said after a 6-3 loss to the Sabres on Thursday night. “Too 
many turnovers. Too many odd-man rushes. We weren’t winning any 
battles down low. We knew what Buffalo was going to bring and that’s 
what they did. But we weren’t ready for it. It’s totally on us, totally 
unacceptable.” 

The Flames started well when they got their goal from Andrew 
Mangiapane a little over four minutes into the game and their hope for a 
full 60-minute effort was very much alive. The Sabres, however, 
responded with speed, possession and decisiveness and overwhelmed 
the Flames, leading to the aforementioned and less-than-ideal start. 

"Can't take any team lightly, that's for sure, in this league." 

Dylan Cozens put the Sabres on the board after the Flames couldn’t 
clear and eventually turned the puck over in their own end. Rasmus 
Dahlin, who made NHL history by scoring in a fourth consecutive game 
— the longest season-opening scoring streak by an NHL defenceman — 
got a goal as a trailing D-man while the Flames’ defence was helpless to 
stop him as they were scrambled too deep in their own end. 

“If you look at, not only the turnovers but the chances and goals against,” 
Flames head coach Darryl Sutter said. “Especially (from) the one 
defenceman. (He’s) a pretty dominant player for them. Probably the best 

player on the ice. Some of those bigger players we didn’t defend very 
well against, up front.” 

On two stretches, the Sabres were faster than the Flames on loose puck 
battles. Casey Mittelstadt, while short-handed, got the better of 
MacKenzie Weegar before roofing it past Jacob Markstrom on the 
backhand. 

“We had to do a better job of folding up guys in the D-zone and coming 
out together as five,” Mangiapane said. “We were kind of slow 
everywhere and made them look even faster.” 

The Flames’ depth was already being tested with Noah Hanifin out of the 
lineup ahead of Thursday night’s game. The defenceman has been in 
and out of practices and morning skates despite playing against the 
Vegas Golden Knights and Sutter telling the media he’d ‘probably’ play 
Thursday. But Sutter, who will keep his lineup choices and players’ 
health as close to the vest as humanly possible, threw out a misdirection. 
Even then, the Flames’ loss had less to do with a lack of quality, or 
resources, available to them. Markstrom also allowed three goals on 12 
shots after 20 minutes before making way for Dan Vladar, but his 
goaltending didn’t doom his team. 

“It’s more on us than on (our goalies),” Mangiapane said. “Just with that 
switch, you want to play better in front of Vladdy, right? Obviously, we 
didn’t and we let them both down.” 

The Flames jumbled their forward lines in the hopes of having something 
work, throwing Backlund on a line with Jonathan Huberdeau and Tyler 
Toffoli, or Blake Coleman playing alongside Nazem Kadri and 
Mangiapane. Elias Lindholm fell from the top line to the third line with 
Dillon Dube and Milan Lucic. As confusing as it might have been to 
follow, the Flames at least found a way to get a jolt and were within a 
goal of the Sabres as a result. 

“I think it did until the third period where we took a penalty and turned the 
puck over,” Sutter said. 

Unfortunately, a third-period penalty from Zadorov took the wind out of 
the Flames’ sails and led to a power-play goal against and an eventual 
empty-netter. 

Because of the mistakes made, it will be hard for the Flames to simply 
file this loss away and just forget about it. There is a lesson to be learned 
for this group which has already overcome adversity in the first few 
games of the year. The Flames will need to continue to fine-tune their 
game plan against teams that show off skill and speed, all the while 
ensuring they don’t take their foot off the gas pedal when it comes to their 
playing style. The Flames’ next three games will come against tougher 
opponents, the Hurricanes on Saturday, the Penguins next Tuesday and 
a Battle of Alberta rematch next Saturday. 

The Seattle Kraken will come after that, which some people might 
observe from a distance and call an easy game. But the Flames should 
know better. 

“Can’t take any team lightly, that’s for sure, in this league,” Mangiapane 
said. “I think, just coming in, we’ve got to be better prepared and, like I 
said, not take any team lightly because they’ll sting you.” 

A lesson learned in the early stages of a long season for a Flames team 
still searching for a complete effort. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.21.2022 
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1255912 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks by the numbers: Special teams, goaltending need to pick up the 
pace 

The news isn't all bad for the Canucks, statistics show that Elias 
Pettersson isn't just putting up points, he's dominating when he's on the 
ice 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — A week into the season, the Vancouver Canucks 
have shown they know how to take a lead. 

They’ve also shown they don’t know how to hold a lead. 

It’s early so there’s not enough data yet to start making conclusions, but 
we still take a look at some numbers to help us understand the story so 
far. 

Not so special teams 

Through the first four games, the Canucks have scored on just 11.8 per 
cent of their power plays. 

A power-play goal in Philadelphia Saturday probably gets them a win — 
they lost 3-2 late in the third — and a power-play goal on Tuesday in 
Columbus definitely would have earned them a win, since they lost 4-3 in 
overtime. 

“We had that power play at the end where I thought we had a multitude 
of chances to put it in and we didn’t,” Canucks head coach Bruce 
Boudreau noted before Thursday’s game against the Minnesota Wild. 

Last year they scored on a quarter of their power play opportunities. It’s a 
simple comparison point, the better your power play is the better your 
chance to win games and stay in the playoff race. 

The same goes for your penalty kill, a story the Canucks know well. 

With their penalty kill mired in the low 60-per-cent range last season, 
coach Travis Green was fired. 

By the end of the season, the penalty kill had improved so much it was 
no longer considered a liability. 

But all those points dropped in the first half because of their woeful 
penalty kill came home to roost at the end of the season when the 
Canucks came up five points short of the playoffs. 

Going into Thursday’s game, the Canucks’ penalty kill had killed off just 
57.1 per cent of the penalties they’d taken. 

NEXT GAME 

Saturday 

Vancouver Canucks 

7 p.m., Rogers Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM650 

Petey Power 

Elias Pettersson isn’t just putting up points, he’s been dominating his 
shifts. 

When he’s on the ice the Canucks are outshooting the opposition almost 
two-to-one. 

“I think he’s just building,” Brock Boeser said of Pettersson’s play so far. 

“Out there, he’s been a leader for us. And he wants to be that guy.” 

At the other end of the scale, not much is happening offensively when 
Dakota Joshua is on the ice. 

Even in limited minutes, when Joshua is on the ice, the Canucks are 
generating shot attempts at just half the rate they are when Pettersson is 
on the ice. 

Vancouver Canucks goalie Spencer Martin (30) makes a save against 
Columbus Blue Jackets defenceman Nick Blankenburg (77) during the 
second period at Nationwide Arena. 

Some big saves 

On top of limiting shots against, the Canucks need their goalies to move 
from just average back to league-leading. 

It’s not a mistake that people have been considering Thatcher Demko as 
one of the league’s best goalies. 

In 2021-22, the Canucks’ even-strength save percentage was 93.0, best 
in the league. 

Through four games this season, their even-strength save percentage is 
90.4, which is 19th-best in the league. 

“We were so close. All that matters right now is winning. That was a 
really good effort from the guys and I wish I could have converted it,” 
Spencer Martin, Demko’s backup, said after Tuesday’s loss. 

The Canucks didn’t lose because of Martin’s play, but one more save 
and they have a win. 

Big players need to be tougher 

Riley Stillman was added on the eve of the regular season in a trade for 
Jason Dickinson. 

Canucks GM Patrik Allvin said he thought Stillman’s hard edged game 
could help improve the Canucks’ defensive play. 

The worrying thing is what Stillman’s season looked like last year. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 21, 2022 

 

Playing for the woeful Chicago Blackhawks, Stillman had a rough 
season. When he was on the ice, the Blackhawks’ shots-against rate was 
at its worst. 

“My role was a bit of a smorgasbord. Some games I’d get swapped all 
over, changing partners and roles,” Stillman said.  

Through the first four games with the Canucks, in terms of shots, he’s 
been bottom of the heap again. 

But in terms of shot quality, he’s far from the worst. 

Quinn Hughes, Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Tucker Poolman have been 
on for more high-danger chances — shot attempts taken near the net — 
than Stillman has. 

In the words of John Tortorella, that’s good for Stillman, but bad for the 
Canucks. 

“We’ve got to do the little things in terms of sprinting back into position 
defensively, making sure we’re in the right position to limit those grade-A 
chances that they’re getting,” Tyler Myers admitted this week. “We got to 
flip a switch with it.” 

Horvat’s fight 

Bo Horvat’s nose for the net is one of his great attributes. 

Going into Thursday’s game in St. Paul, Horvat has scored 23 goals in 
his last 41 games. 

That includes the stretch drive last spring, until he suffered a fractured 
foot blocking a shot. He missed the final seven games of the season. 

as mentioned on @rinkwidepodcast postgame tonight, in last 41 games 
#Canucks Horvat has 23 goals. Has 23+13=36 in that span     

— Jeff Paterson (@patersonjeff) October 19, 2022 

Horvat scored twice in Columbus, including the Canucks’ third goal in the 
third period, which gave his team the lead. 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 10.21.2022 
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1255913 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Canucks to debut new 'reverse retro' jerseys in November 

The Canucks' new sweater is royal blue, green and beige, and features a 
Johnny Canuck logo similar to the one used in the early 1960s. 

 

Patrick Johnston 

 

The Vancouver Canucks will have another sweater to wear this season. 

As part of the NHL’s leaguewide “reverse retro” campaign, the Canucks 
will wear a sweater inspired by the 1962-63 Western Hockey League’s 
Vancouver Canucks. 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

Every team in the NHL will start wearing their “reverse retro” sweaters in 
November. 

The Canucks will debut theirs Nov. 1 vs. New Jersey, then wear them 
seven more times, all before New Year’s. 

The Canucks’ new sweater is royal blue, green and beige, and features a 
Johnny Canuck logo similar to the one used in the early 1960s. 

Some history behind the @Canucks 'Johnny Canuck' logo: 

In the 1962-63 Western Hockey League season, the Canucks debuted 
new uniforms featuring 'Johnny Canuck' as their primary logo for the first 
time. Their blue-red-white colour scheme they had used since 1945 
remained the.../2 pic.twitter.com/lRYXuFswe6 

— Jason D Beck (@JasonBeck82) October 20, 2022 

Player numbers will appear on the back, the right shoulder and the left 
chest, but not on the left shoulder. 

The NHL shield logo will be orange and black. The modern logo is silver. 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 10.21.2022 
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1255914 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Wild 4, Canucks 3 (OT): Another third period lead vanishes for 
Vancouver 

The Vancouver Canucks are chasing a first win of the season in 
Minnesota. So are the Wild. 

 

Mike Raptis, Patrick Johnston 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The Vancouver Canucks played hard, but in the end, 
lost again, this time 4-3 in overtime to the Minnesota Wild at Xcel Energy 
Center. 

It was the most complete effort of the season for the men in white, blue 
and green, but in the end just not enough. 

Sign up to receive The Canucks Report newsletter, delivered straight to 
your inbox at the start of every series. Essential reading for hockey fans 
who eat, sleep, Canucks, repeat. 

They went 0-3-2 on a season-opening road trip and now face their home 
opener Saturday at Rogers Arena. Perhaps some home cooking will 
make a difference. 

The Canucks finally got a great effort from their goaltender as Thatcher 
Demko made some huge stops in the third period, but it was special 
teams that let them down. 

They went 0-for-2 on the man advantage, while yielding the tying goal 
while down a man, a situation made worse when Tyler Myers broke his 
stick and Bo Horvat gave him his. 

The twig was too short for Myers and the wrong hand, which made for  
difficult circumstances. 

Myers was again involved in the winning goal but not in any way he 
would have liked, as he got trapped in the defensive zone along with 
Brock Boeser and J.T. Miller. In a mad scramble at the side of the net, 
Myers tripped Kaprisov and the Wild were able to retain possession, 
getting an extra attacker on with the delayed penalty. 

Canucks head coach felt the call on Myers was “chintzy.” 

“But what are you going to do,” Bruce Boudreau asked. 

“When things aren’t going well, I mean, things aren’t going well all over 
the ice,” he said about the tying goal. Myers playing with the wrong stick 
and Horvat being stickless made it practically a five on three. 

The Canucks are frustrated, captain Bo Horvat admitted. 

“We played, in my opinion, and probably a lot of guys’ opinion, as good a 
60 minutes that we played all year and we just can’t find a way to to get a 
win,” he said. 

“That’s where experience has to come in, leadership and we’ve got to 
find a way to dig deep to try and get that over the hump right now,” he 
added. “It sucks right now.” 

Demko was mad he couldn’t get to the tying goal, even if was a fabulous 
deflection at the side-net by Mats Zuccarello. 

“I got hope on every play, so I expect myself to make that save,” he said. 

The second goal of the game was one he’d like back too, a shot by Sam 
Steel from the top of the faceoff circle. 

In OT #Canucks forwards were stuck on the ice for the following ice 
times: 

Brock Boeser - 2:06 

J.T. Miller - 2:16 

Quinn Hughes finishes game vs #mnwild with 28:18 TOI. He’s averaging 
2nd most ice time of any #NHL player this season.@Sportsnet650 

— Joey Kenward (@kenwardskorner) October 21, 2022 

A Boudreau history lesson 

Boudreau, asked if he’s ever had as frustrating a losing streak as this 
one where the games have all been there to win, but one thing or another 
cropping up, he brought up the start to the 2015-16 season for his 
Anaheim Ducks: they went 1-7-2 to open the season. 

They won the division. 

“I told the players today, I said one of the things when you’re not winning 
because you want to win so bad, you start learning good habits and the 
good habits keep coming. You might still lose for a couple but once you 
get those good habits down, and you start winning, and you keep those 
good habits it’s usually a way to be successful,” he said. 

(Of course, the Ducks lost in the first round to Nashville and that was the 
end of Boudreau’s tenure in Anaheim.) 

Powerless play 

The Canucks’s power play is now a dismal 10.5 per cent. 

“It’s not like we’re getting our looks. I mean, I’d be more concerned if we 
weren’t getting opportunities,” Horvat said. He pointed to a chance Andrei 
Kuzmenko had on the back door, as well as couple shots he was able to 
get off from the slot. 

“It’s just a matter of bearing down — putting those ones in and it’s a 
different game.” 

Quinn Hughes said pre-game it would take just one big night and then 
things would snowball. 

“It doesn’t feel like it’s been as good as it’s been in the past,” he 
acknowledged. “Of course you go through stretches like this but all it 
takes is one game.” 
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“It only takes one or two power plays or one game and you get really 
hot.” 

But their head coach wasn’t so upbeat. 

“I think we’re being way too cute,” Boudreau said. 

“When your power play’s not working or not scoring, you got to go to 
back to the bread and butter, which is shooting the puck. And a lot of 
times when you’re not scoring you try to make the perfect play because 
you want to be perfect,” he said. “And that’s not how goals are scored, for 
the most part in the power play or the game, it’s in front of the net. It’s 
outworking the other team. 

“We keep talking about it, but maybe we might have to make an 
adjustment,” he added. 

If it were up to this reporter, Brock Boeser would go back to the top unit 
and Vasily Podkolzin would join the second unit, set up as a playmaker 
on the side-boards. 

Six of the next seven games are at home, followed by a trip to eastern 
Canada. I have no idea what, if anything, management could do if the 
losing continues, but I don't think it's too soon to start wondering. 
pic.twitter.com/RiJEt4T4wT 

— Jason Brough   (@SadClubCommish) October 21, 2022 

Stay the course 

Demko thought getting home might prove to be the bubble-burster they 
need. 

“Yeah, I mean, obviously playing in front of our fans is always something 
that we look forward to so obviously, we’ve been on the road for a while 
here and when you’re not getting wins, it feels a little bit even longer,” he 
said. 

Boudreau thought a stretch of home games would help, as well. 

“For the most part, I thought we were really good. We’re not quitting, we 
just keep plodding away,” he said, putting a positive spin on the situation. 
“We didn’t get the wins but we get two points on the road here on a tough 
road trip and now we get to go home and in front of our fans, and I think 
it’ll be a different story.” 

“I can look at all five games and give you the same thing that we’ve either 
been leading or we’ve been tied with less than seven minutes to go in 
every one of the games, and we haven’t come up with a win and that’s 
very frustrating,” he added. 

Boeser’s return 

Had he found a goal in this game, it would have been a storybook tale for 
Brock Boeser. 

Playing his first game back in Minnesota after his father’s death. He 
spoke in training camp of the release he and his family were feeling, 
knowing his father wasn’t suffering anymore. 

Being back in his hometown was fantastic, he said. 

Wednesday, he got a hair cut. Then visited with his mom and his sister, 
who are living in his house. His mom, Laurie, decided she couldn’t live in 
the family home after his dad Duke passed away earlier this year. 

Next month she’ll come stay with him for a bit in Vancouver. She’s going 
to join the team on a road trip at some point too. 

When he went to see his mom and go out for dinner, there was a 
surprise waiting for him. 

“My grandma, she’s 96, surprised me. Came in for dinner from 
Wisconsin,” he said. 

And he wasn’t feeling any nerves about this being the first game in 
Minnesota since his father’s death. 

“I think it’s going to be good,” he said. 

“Obviously I’ll have a lot of people here supporting me. So it’s always 
nice. I don’t it think it changes anything.  I’m just focused on helping my 
team get a win. It’s kind of my main concern right now.” 

Boeser picked up an assist on the opening goal for the Canucks, a 
thrilling effort by Bo Horvat where the captain finished at the net front 
after a deft back-hand saucer pass by Tanner Pearson. 

Boeser launched the sequence with a smart play at his own blue line to 
set Horvat free on a rush. 

It was Boeser’s fourth assist of the season. He still hasn’t scored a goal, 
but that’s not bugging him, he said pre-game. 

“I didn’t play pre-season. I think there’s some rust, mentally and 
physically,” he said. 

“Just getting back in that game routine. You’re finding ways to shoot the 
puck and stuff like that. I really tried to focus on shooting the puck (in 
Columbus. I took a lot of attempts. Got some shots on goal. I think that’s 
a start,” he said. “It’s more mental. Just timing things. Not having to think 
about what forecheck we’re doing. Things that just come natural and you 
just play off instinct. I think that’s starting to come back.” 

Win or lose, he laid out a philosophical target. This is a guy who has 
dealt with sadness and tragedy for a long time. He knows how to keep 
things in perspective. 

“We can live with ourselves if we play a good game and lose but if you 
play a bad game and lose, it’s a different story,” he said of his line. 

His line was strong all night, keeping the Kaprisov line at bay at even 
strength. 

But he couldn’t stop the final shot of the night, on a mad scramble, as 
Kaprisov flipped the puck toward the net and Boeser, trying to back up 
the sprawled-out Demko, dove across. 

He couldn’t get square and the puck landed in the net. Game over. 

The numbers 

It was a see-saw affair all nights. Both teams had stretches of 
dominance. 
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It’s telling that all three Canuck goals came where they did: on top of the 
crease, right where Boudreau highlighted in his post-game comments. 

The intensity of the shot bubble in the lower slot is the best the Canucks 
have generated this season. 

They also got another great performance from Elias Pettersson, even if 
he didn’t score on the night. He was dominant in the possession game 
and his line created all kinds of chances all night. 

Quinn Hughes also had his best game of the season, finishing +9 in shot 
attempts too. 

No news on Stillman 

Boudreau did not have an update on Riley Stillman post-game. 

Here’s what happened during the course of the game… 

Overtime 

• Well that was exhausting. 

The Canucks got trapped, Myers tripped a guy, a delayed penalty and 
Minnesota got fresh legs on the ice. 

The Canucks are now the only winless team in the NHL after Kirill 
Kaprisov gave the Wild their first win of the season. 

Third period 

• The Canucks got to overtime. 

The Wild had a bunch of pressure but other than the power play, couldn’t 
connect. 

• Wild get a power play and after Tyler Myers’ stick is broken by a shot, 
the Wild played smartly. 

Horvat gave Myers his stick, but of course it’s the wrong handedness and 
also pretty short for the giant defenceman. 

Anyway, the wild scored and it’s 3-3 again. 

MATS ZUCCARELLO X2  #HattyWatch   #MNWild vs #Canucks 
pic.twitter.com/IhILmIJY8W 

— State of Hockey News (@MNWildSOHNews) October 21, 2022 

Also: 

The Wild pulled the goalie on the delayed penalty but still only had five 
skaters on the ice. 

— Daniel Wagner (@passittobulis) October 21, 2022 

• A couple big saves from Demko, just like the Canucks have been 
needing but not getting. 

If they’re going to protect a lead for the first time this season, it’s going to 
be because of saves like those. 

• And now Stillman is surely on concussion watch. The Canucks 
confirmed he’s not returning to the game. 

He took this heavy hit midway through the second, his first shift after a 
fight. Then talked to the trainer for a long time before leaving the bench. 

Stillman's last shift ended with this high hit. #Canucks 
https://t.co/UQ4HjPeAIB pic.twitter.com/GmNZWyzVXu 

— Lachlan Irvine (@LachInTheCrease) October 21, 2022 

• Dakota Joshua is showing a lot of why the Canucks signed him: be on 
the puck and be strong. 

“You’re not seeing anything crazy or spectacular coming from me,” he 
told me the other day. 

And he said he realized from the moment he started in the NHL that 
while he’d been a flashy skilled player coming up, to make it as a pro he 
had to be a simple player. 

“I always started on the fourth line. So, big adjustment right away and 
yes, since then, it’s been about getting good at that and finding a way to 
make an impact that way.” 

Second period 

• A really solid second period for Vancouver and they head to the third 
with another lead. Just one goal this time. 

Can they do it? 

• GOAL! 

What a night for this fourth line. They’ve grabbed another goal through 
sheer hard work. 

Fleury made a fabulous save on Joshua’s deke, but what patience by the 
big winger to just calmly chip the rebound over Fleury. 

Following up on your shots gives positive results. 
pic.twitter.com/5puPO3PB0H 

— Vancouver Canucks (@Canucks) October 21, 2022 

• Frantic stuff right after this, of course. 

In the press box we couldn’t figure out how the Wild didn’t score from a 
chaotic scramble in front. 

Kyler Burroughs’ foot to the rescue, it turns out. 

Kyle Burroughs with the huge save that even Jorge took a second from 
eating his shitty cold burger to watch pic.twitter.com/2ydD28k0hx 

— Wyatt Arndt (@TheStanchion) October 21, 2022 
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I talked to Burroughs this morning about being scratched and getting 
back in the lineup. 

Like any player who has had to fight to make the NHL, he was 
philosophical about it all. Just be ready wherever and whenever. Some 
nights you aren’t going to play. 

“I feel like my game is a good place. Obviously seeing the ice and being 
able to have that confidence and know that I can make plays and just 
play within myself. That’s pretty much it,” he said. 

• Canucks’ PK is doing better. It’s still creaking and are still struggling 
with taking away the cross-seam pass but some good stuff late in a 
period-opening PK, with Joshua disrupting a pass, Pettersson getting 
good coverage on the puck to take away a passing lane and then 
Burroughs with a one-handed clear on the boards. 

• Tough note on the Poolman absence: his dad Mark is the longtime 
athletic trainer at North Dakota. ND is in town to face Minnesota Friday 
and Saturday, so Mark would have been at Xcel to see Tucker play.  

First period 

• A high-flying period comes to an end with a goal by Minnesota that you 
know Thatcher Demko wants back. 

Kirill Kaprisov came flying up the ice and drew the Canucks’ defence with 
him on the zone entry…but the shot from Sam Steele wasn’t that hot. 

Demko didn’t have to move far and should have been ready for the shot. 

• GOAL! 

Did you have Nils Åman in your bingo card? 

If you did, I hope you had it as “really nice deke after taking a perfect 
layoff pass from Dakota Joshua.” 

Canucks looking good and up 2-1. 

First big league goal for Nils Aman!   pic.twitter.com/attEW3KvHS 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) October 21, 2022 

• After a start that had the Wild flying and the Canucks looking like they 
were stuck in neutral, the visitors have taken control of the pace. 

The Pettersson line is causing a lot of problems by attacking the slot fast 
and hard. 

Canucks are breaking the pucks out well too. 

Captain's stick stays hot. pic.twitter.com/Ccl9pnRPiQ 

— Vancouver Canucks (@Canucks) October 21, 2022 

• GOAL! After caught out puck-watching on the opening goal by the Wild, 
Bo Horvat drove the net hard and finished a perfect set up by Tanner 
Pearson. 

Brock Boeser helped launch the attack with smart kick of the puck over to 
Horvat at his own blue line. 

Boeser, who picked up an assist on the Horvat goal, about his line to me 
this morning: “I thought we were better last game. And really started 
clicking. Really gotta start building off the last game.” 

ZUC! Mats Zuccarello pounces on the wacky bounce and buries the 
biscuit to open the scoring for the Wild!#mnwild 
pic.twitter.com/RvT0ose5su 

— Hockey Daily 365 l NHL Highlights (@HockeyDaily365) October 21, 
2022 

• It’s Alex Goligoski’s 1,000th game in the NHL tonight. 

• I mostly ignore plus/minus but it is something else to see Kirill 
Kaprizov’s: it’s -8 right now. And he has five points in three games! 

That’s some bad defending and A LOT of bad luck. 

The Pre-Game Show 

It’s the end of the road and all the Vancouver Canucks want is to return 
home with a win. 

After starting their season-opening five-game road trip 0-3-1, the 
Canucks look to get into the win column against another struggling team, 
the 0-3-0 Wild. 

The Canucks are frustrated. Holding multi-goal leads in the the first four 
games — and losing all of four of them, an NHL first — will do that to 
you. 

The team did manage a point in Columbus on Tuesday, but this is 
supposed to be a squad with playoff aspirations. 

Despite the winless record, there have been some bright spots through 
the first four games. Elias Pettersson has six points (3G, 3A), while Bo 
Horvat (3G, 1A) reminded Canucks fans why he’s the captain on 
Tuesday, scoring two goals and getting five shots on net against the Blue 
Jackets in an inspired performance. 

One player who didn’t get a chance to help turn the tide was Conor 
Garland, who was scratched in Columbus, with Ilya Mikheyev coming 
back into the lineup after an injury. 

The Wild, meanwhile, are scratching their own heads after their winless 
start. This is a team that went 53-22-7 overall last season and 32-10-2 at 
home. 

Defence has been an issue with both teams. The Canucks can’t hold a 
lead, while the Wild have surrendered a whopping 20 goals in their first 
three losses, all lopsided. 

Something has to give in this battle of desperate teams. 

#Canucks struggles, sure. They've been well documented. But they've 
also all been on the road. Minnesota 0-3 -- all at home. And 8 of next 10 
on road after tonight. It's another somebody's getting first win game 
tonight 

— Jeff Paterson (@patersonjeff) October 20, 2022 
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Garland back. Poolman out. 

Conor Garland is set to return to the lineup. He skated on a line with J.T. 
Miller and Ilya Mikheyev in today’s morning skate at Xcel Energy Center 
in St. Paul, Minn. 

Nils Hoglander has been dropped to a fourth line group with Nils Aman, 
Dakota Joshua and Curtis Lazar. 

Will the defence see a shuffle? Kyle Burroughs has been very good so 
far this season, but was a surprise scratch on Tuesday in Columbus to 
help make way for Tucker Poolman and Tyler Myers returning to the 
lineup. 

Poolman, though, did not take part in Thursday’s morning skate. 

Jack Rathbone is again the odd man out, with Riley Stillman skating with 
Burroughs as the third pairing. 

After the morning skate, head coach Bruce Boudreau said Poolman 
would be a game-time decision. 

“We’re not set. We’ll see. You know, the doctor said Pooley could go if 
he’s up to it.” 

As for Garland, the coach made it clear he wasn’t going to keep the 
hustling winger out another game. 

“I think the message was sent when you sit them out,” Boudreau said. 
“He’s a really good player, but we just need better. 

“I have to pick one out of maybe six guys that I could have done that with 
and so I did it with him. 

“He’s got a good character. It’s not something that he’ll take lightly. He’ll 
work harder, I know he will and that’s what we need from him. 

“Usually guys with good character come back and play really hard. I 
expect him to do the same.” 

Garland swatted away the idea that he might be feeling frustrated about 
having to sit out. 

“It’s in the past. Just on to this game. A couple of days in between, so 
I’ve moved on, ready for this one,” he said. 

“Not my job to analyze games, I just play them. … Just stressful watching 
it like a fan. Hoping for a win and that was tough, a tough ending,” he 
added about watching. 

This Fighting Saints Team! Two of the Carlson brothers went on to Slap 
Shot fame. Jack missed out because he was called up by the Oilers. And 
wait for it…. pic.twitter.com/rnvSMtwOH3 

— Dan Murphy (@sportsnetmurph) October 20, 2022 

The what-if 

Elias Pettersson hit the cross bar in Tuesday’s overtime. If his shot is a 
touch lower, the Canucks would have had their first win of the season. 

“We’d be talking a different tune if Petey’s shot doesn’t hit the crossbar. 
We had that power play at the end where I thought we had a multitude of 
chances to put it in and we didn’t,” Boudreau said. “But those are things 
that are happening when things aren’t going good for you. When things 
are going good those things score, you know? I came away thinking it 
was a back to back game and against a team that could really skate that 
were really hungry and I thought we did more than hold our own.” 

Scoring was up last year, and is up again across the league this season. 

“One goal is not hard to get in this league,” Boudreau added. “Hockey’s a 
game of mistakes … We finally hit 16 shots in the third period (in 
Columbus). We didn’t get afraid. Hold our sticks so tight that we couldn’t 
win. We played to win and that’s a real important factor and I thought we 
continued to do that most of the game. We kept it to two penalties, which 
is what we want to do. So I mean, there was an awful lot of good things 
that happened.” 

Petey the leader 

“I think he’s just building,” Brock Boeser said of Pettersson’s play so far. 

Pettersson has three goals and three assists in the first four games of the 
year. 

“Just picking up where he left off last year,” Boeser went on, grinning 
about his friend’s play. “We all know what he can do. I think he’s trying to 
prove that. Out there, he’s been a leader for us. And he wants to be that 
guy. So you see the steps he’s taken and we got to help him. I need to 
score with him so we can get a win.” 

Mood remains light 

For whatever suggestions on the outside the Canucks might be at odds 
with each other, the mood in the room remains upbeat. 

There was plenty of joking and laughter in the room after the morning 
skate. 

Of course losing makes people crank, Quinn Hughes said. But there’s no 
broader rift, he said. 

“I think everyone’s on the same page. Like no one likes losing it’s not fun 
and yeah, that’s that’s really it. I mean, everyone wants to win,” he said. 

J.T. Miller said the mood was surprisingly good, given the frustrations 
they’re feeling about their record. 

“It’s good in here. It actually is. I think it’s pretty well known now we had a 
little chat after the Washington game. I don’t think that’s abnormal. We 
haven’t been as ugly as it seems either,” he said. 

“We’re doing good things in every game,” he added. “We’ve played 
between 65 and 75 per cent of the game. And last game, damn close to 
the whole game pretty well. I think we’d take the last one (in Columbus) a 
lot of games.” 

Like his coach, if Pettersson scores instead of hitting the cross bar, the 
conversation around the team would be a little different, he said. 

“So it’s not that bad. We’re upbeat. At the same time we’re trying to learn. 
Nobody likes to lose,” Miller said. 
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“We can live with ourselves if we play a good game and lose but you 
know if you play a bad game and lose and it’s a different story,” Boeser 
added. 

A new man out 

The choice to sit Höglander wasn’t about the winger’s performance, 
rather what the coach sees his team needing against the Wild, who are 
supposed to be one of the best teams in the league. 

“We got 13 forwards. You go down to them and you go, ‘OK, like, who 
are we playing here?’ This is a bigger, physical team and sometimes you 
make decisions on that. I told Höggy he’s playing pretty good. I really 
liked the way he’s playing. And be ready to get back in a hurry,” 
Boudreau explained. “But sometimes, I’m not saying with analytics on 
this part, but sometimes you look at your opposition and you see what 
you’ll need. I’m not sitting Garland out again. I think the point was made. 
So we have to sit somebody out.” 

A heavy opponent 

“A pretty mad team,” Boudreau said he expected from the Wild. 

“I expect with two days off since their last game, that they’re going to 
come in — they got Greenway back in — their size is going to be way 
more evident today. And they’ll come at us really hard.” 

Reverse Retro 

The NHL is bringing back the reverse retro sweater program, with every 
team in the league getting a new extra sweater to wear at various times 
in the season. 

The Canucks’ harkens back to the 1962 season. 

Fans have longed for a bigger presence of the Johnny Canuck logo in 
the merch world of the team, but there are complaints that this reverse 
retro jersey is too close to the one they unveiled for the Abbotsford 
Canucks AHL affiliate. ESPN has lauded the Panthers for their jersey, 
and their top Canadian retro is the homage to the Expos for the 
Canadiens in light blue. The Canucks land in the mediocre middle of the 
rankings, with ESPN pegging them at 12th. 

Angst in the fan base 

The team is frustrated and so are the fans. 

A midseason losing streak happens. When it’s at the start of the 
campaign — and it’s so spectacular in the process — it’s more than most 
fans can take. 

And yet, it seems they also can’t look away. 

Beat reporter Patrick Johnston caught up with a couple of Canucks fans 
on Tuesday to gauge their thoughts on the team and the coaching 
decisions thus far. 

Let’s just say there’s a mix of frustration and bafflement. 

Read the full story here. 

Betting on Kuz 

In yesterday’s Canucks Game Day Live, we asked which new Canucks 
player you thought would exceed expectations this season. By 
Wednesday evening, Andrei Kuzmenko was the runaway favourite with 
69 per cent of the vote. Here is the final vote count: 

Today, we’re asking which Canucks forward should be scratched in 
Minnesota against the Wild. 

Last game, surprisingly, it was Conor Garland. Who will it be this time 
around? 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 10.21.2022 
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1255915 Vancouver Canucks 

 

Early NHL slumps: 4 teams off to a rough start and what needs to 
change 

 

By Shayna Goldman 

 

It’s easy to overreact in the early goings of the season. No team has 
more than five games played yet, so sample sizes are small and tend to 
be overanalyzed. 

But negative results tend to spark conversation.  

No, we’re not surprised that the Sharks are the bottom-feeders in the 
league right now with an 0-5-0 start. They’re expected to finish pretty low 
in the standings after not defining their direction well enough. The 
Coyotes are 1-2-0? Color us shocked they got the win they did. And 
while the Young Ducks are a fun team to watch, going 1-3-0 isn’t exactly 
groundbreaking, either.  

Bad teams being bad isn’t news. It’s expected. It’s boring. 

When results split from expectations, however, there’s something to talk 
about.  

So that’s exactly what we’re going to do by looking at a few teams with 
high hopes this year who have fallen flat to kick off the season.  

Minnesota Wild 

Before the season started, we were asking if the Wild could compete with 
the Avalanche in the spring as the measuring stick for a successful year. 
Obviously, a 6-3 loss to Colorado on Monday confirms that they can’t 
right now. But their start is bigger than that one game. Minnesota’s 0-3-0 
after falling to the Rangers, Kings and Avalanche. Maybe they’ll be able 
to find their first win against Vancouver since one team actually has to 
win that game. But the Wild need more than just the Canucks to combust 
for that to happen (as likely as it may be).  

The Wild are starting the season with quite a few problems. At five-on-
five, Minnesota’s a bottom-10 team in goal scoring with just 2.19 goals 
per 60 so far. It’s slightly behind expectations, but the Wild’s scoring 
chance creation really hasn’t been that remarkable — even when Kirill 
Kaprizov is on the ice. The heat map below reflects that, with blue 
overwhelming the scoring chance area.  

Via HockeyViz 

Minnesota probably can turn that around with more lineup tweaks, the 
latest with Jordan Greenway’s return and Marco Rossi sliding onto the 
third line with Matt Boldy.  

The question is whether whatever offense the Wild manage to create can 
outpace what they’ve been allowing, and what their goaltenders aren’t 
stopping.  

The team known for their defensive structure has been struggling 
mightily, as Mats Zuccarello put it after their 7-6 loss to the Kings, The 
Athletic’s Michael Russo reported.   

“You can’t expect to win games when you let in 14 goals in two games,” 
Zuccarello said. “Sometimes we play defense like we’re a f—ing junior 
team.” 

That “junior team” is allowing almost 63 shot attempts against per 60, 
and while they’re doing their best to protect the middle of the ice, the 
goaltenders aren’t stopping a high rate of the shots that are reaching the 
net. On about 9.4 expected goals against in all situations, the tandem of 
Marc-Andre Fleury and Filip Gustavsson have conceded about 10 more 
goals than expected. So if the Wild want to get back on track they’re 
going to need help in all three facets: 

Stronger team defense to limit their goaltenders’ workloads. 

Key saves at key times from their goaltenders, to stop this team from 
having to play from behind as often.  

If the Wild can bounce back the way they’re expected to for those first 
two points, it’s a start because a team can get by with average 
goaltending if their play elsewhere is strong enough. That still requires 
their goalers to, at the very least, get to that average point, though.  

Tampa Bay Lightning  

Do you know what the Canucks, Lightning and Devils all have in 
common? Each one lost to the Flyers (!) in regulation (!!) to contribute to 
Philadelphia’s surprising start.   

So far this season, Tampa Bay has just one win to their record — a 5-2 
victory over the Blue Jackets. Two losses have come against presumed 
contenders for the year in the Penguins and the Rangers, and one of 
course to the Flyers after blowing a 2-0 lead.  

 

It hurts that they’re without shutdown center Anthony Cirelli. Plus, Tampa 
Bay is learning to live without some key subtractions from the summer — 
specifically, Ondrej Palat, Ryan McDonagh and Jan Rutta. Without this 
group of players, their defense hasn’t been at its best just yet to open the 
season, both at even strength and on the penalty kill.  

Tampa Bay isn’t allowing their opponents to generate many five-on-five 
shots against, keeping them to 50.5 shot attempts per 60 which ranks in 
the top 10. The quality of those attempts, however, based on shot type, 
angle and location is a problem. Opponents have been driving right to the 
quality area in front of the net; both the Rangers and Penguins exploited 
them there, as did the Flyers.  

Small samples emphasize the results in that limited ice time, and that’s 
especially true for special teams through just four games. Within those 
very, very limited minutes (under 22 to be exact), the Lightning haven’t 
thrived short-handed either when that’s generally a strength of their 
game.  

On the flip side of the penalty kill, Tampa Bay does have results on the 
advantage so far. Steven Stamkos and his bomb of a shot are to thank 
for a lot of it. But they don’t have the same five-on-five results to counter 
some of the weaknesses in their own end. It’s not for a lack of trying, so 
this is one area that should start turning around. The Lightning are doing 
everything they can to score from an offensive generation standpoint, 
with their high rate of shots and scoring chances. The results (1.67 goals 
per 60) just don’t line up with expectations (3.02 expected goals per 60) 
— and that’s before accounting for the shooting talent we all know this 
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team has. Shooting just 4.66 percent, though, does explain a lot of it. 
What goes down tends to come up (and vice versa), so as this regresses 
back to average, the scoring should come granted the Lightning keep up 
their play below the surface. Maybe if Tampa Bay starts cashing in more, 
there will be less pressure on their defense that’s clearly missing support.  

The Lightning know it’s not about how they start, but how the team 
finishes. That was true last year as they dealt with early injuries, and 
should be true this season as well. Still, how the team handles a key 
absence and depleted depth when they set the bar so high for 
themselves is something to watch as the year progresses.  

New Jersey Devils  

Ah yes, another year of the Devils having a strong offseason and not 
having the start to show for it. 

There are positives this time around, though.  

Ahead of the three Wednesday night games around the league, the 
Devils ranked second in shot (66.1 percent) and expected goal share 
(68.0 percent) at five-on-five. New Jersey’s firing off a ton of shots and 
getting the quality areas of the ice. And the pre-shot movement to set up 
some of those chances, from the likes of Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt 
among others, is making those shots even more dangerous.  

Jack Hughes went full Jack Hughes last night. #NJDevils 
https://t.co/GDJ3DyDrhC pic.twitter.com/tpig7oUc30 

— Todd Cordell (@ToddCordell) October 19, 2022 

On the other end of the ice, no one’s allowed a lower rate of shots or 
expected goals against. John Marino’s been a positive in his own zone 
as well to start his tenure in New Jersey. 

Despite some of the five-on-five progress below the surface, the Devils 
team has gotten off to such a tough start. Their finishing at five-on-five 
could use some polish; scoring chances are only so useful when the 
results aren’t there to back them up at the end of the day. The power 
play, now run by Andrew Brunette, needs work as well to trend up from 
last season’s failures. And there’s been defensive lapses that have 
ended up in the back of the net — and that last point is what’s holding 
them back.  

The Devils aren’t getting reliable netminding. That’s the difference 
between an almost 68 percent expected goals rate and actual goals 
percentage of 42.1.  

Management is betting on the tandem of Mackenzie Blackwood and 
Vitek Vanecek to give them, at the very least, average goaltending. And 
it’s a risky play considering each goaler’s body of work at the NHL level 
so far. Blackwood’s rebound control is still dicey, and Vanecek has 
gotten off to a lackluster start with his new team.  

The goaltenders are the most pressing problem and have been for some 
time; their play has been a drain on the team’s confidence. But they’re 
not the only problem. There’s an argument that the team’s systems 
haven’t always supported their netminders, only worsening their woes. 
This summer, the Devils did hire a new defensive coach in Ryan McGill, 
but it’s not clear just yet how much range he’ll have to implement his own 
strategies or if he’ll have to work within the confines of head coach Lindy 
Ruff’s system. The personnel is better than last year, but the system can 
be their undoing, especially if the goaltenders aren’t up to the task.  

The Devils did manage to get their first win Tuesday, and that likely 
alleviates them of some pressure and temporarily cools the head coach’s 
seat. The team finally got two good periods of goaltending and backed up 

Blackwood with strong play to come back from an early deficit. But it was 
also against a weak Ducks team in the second half of a back-to-back 
game.  

It’s only going to get more challenging from here for the Devils. 
Expectations are climbing after another offseason of adjustments to put 
this team in a better position to succeed. So if the team can’t find a way 
to build off their win over Anaheim, more changes should be expected — 
and that likely starts behind the bench.  

Vancouver Canucks 

Oh, the Canucks.  

Like these three other teams, Vancouver’s also had a bad start to the 
year. But the Canucks’ start feels extra painful considering what it took to 
lose those games.  

To open the season, the Canucks have: 

Taken a 3-0 lead over Edmonton, but lost 6-3 

Gone up 2-0 on the Flyers, but lost 3-2 

Pulled ahead of the Capitals 4-2, but lost 6-4 

Led Columbus 2-0, pulled back ahead 3-2 after the Blue Jackets evened 
the score, but lost in overtime 4-3  

While Vancouver finally managed to earn their first point of the year 
against Columbus, the team still lost two leads against a team not 
expected to contend, who is missing one of the best offensive threats in 
Patrik Laine.  

Now the Canucks are the only team in league history to lose four 
consecutive games to start the year after holding multi-goal leads in each 
contest.  

Canucks are the first team in NHL history to lose 4 straight games after 
holding a multi-goal lead in each contest 

(h/t @OptaStats) 

— Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) October 19, 2022 

The vibes in Vancouver are absolutely putrid.  

At five-on-five, there isn’t one single number to pinpoint for their 
shortcomings. They’re not bleeding chances, or failing to create their own 
shots.   

But there are unquestionably some issues with their puck management 
and decision-making that have been costly. Turnovers have burned even 
their biggest difference-makers, like J.T. Miller, and the team is 
collapsing when their opponents start to push back. Their mistakes have 
led to uncontested chances that the team just isn’t recovering from. 

Once the in-game breakdowns start mounting, the team spirals from 
there. And unlike most of last year, Thatcher Demko hasn’t been perfect 
in the early goings to mask the weaknesses in front of him. Through 
three games, he’s allowed 4.38 goals above expected because he hasn’t 
responded that well to his workload.  
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Similar to the Devils, the Canucks aren’t a projected contender — rather, 
they’re teams who likely have to scratch and claw for extra points to 
really be in the playoff mix, and not just the race for a wild-card seed. 
That’s why these early points are so important; losing them now won’t 
make their path any easier.   

Maybe a return back home over the weekend will help after starting the 
season on the road. But that’s probably not enough to get them back on 
track. The Canucks need to figure out how to piece together a full 60-
minute effort, and how to stay composed when the goings get rough. 
Vancouver has to find a way to remedy what’s ailing its execution, as well 
as its mindset. 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.21.2022 
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Islanders had no answers to Devils' speed game 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-4 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

Following a 4-1 loss to the Devils on Thursday night, Mathew Barzal 
attributed the Islanders’ myriad offensive issues to a problem dealing with 
their opponents’ speed. 

The greater problem: The Islanders are about to face five teams in a row 
that have speed — and skill — in droves. After a back-to-back this 
weekend at the Lightning and the Panthers, they come home to play the 
Rangers, then have another back-to-back, at Carolina and at home 
against the defending-champion Avalanche. 

That stretch includes three of the four conference finalists last season, 
the Presidents’ Trophy winners and the Metropolitan Division winners. 

So, if they don’t figure out a way to deal with speed quickly, their 2-2 start 
could become a nightmare by Halloween. 

“I don’t think we played a team with that kind of speed yet,” Barzal said. 
“That’s a fast hockey club over there. They make a ton of plays. Just got 
hit with a lot of speed. We were turning pucks over and feeding it. That 
was the main key, I think, tonight.” 

The night was a gut punch after two straight encouraging performances 
in which the Islanders beat the Ducks 7-1 and topped the Sharks 5-2. 
The Devils, a division rival with their own issues — mainly goaltending — 
represented a beatable foe before a tough stretch. 

If Thursday foreshadowed what is to come, though, the Islanders are 
going to have a big problem on their hands, and fast. 

“I’d say just put pucks in better spots,” Barzal said, when asked how they 
can better deal with the speed of their opposition. “Not turn the puck 
over. More cycle game, can’t turn the puck over, can’t get shots blocked. 
Just gotta feed our cycle game down low. Hopefully it’ll close down the 
transition game with these fast teams.” 

Coach Lane Lambert did not have much to say afterward, but he too 
knows the Islanders must be better when they face the Lightning on 
Saturday. 

“To a man, we all know we’re better than that,” coach Lane Lambert said. 
“We’ll look at it and learn from it, cause that’s what we have to do, and 
we’ll move on.” 

The fisherman jersey is back. 

The Islanders will be donning their doomed look of the mid-1990s six 
times this season as part of the NHL’s reverse retro jersey initiative, the 
team announced Thursday. The jersey has the same fisherman logo the 
Islanders donned in 1995-96, though the color scheme is slightly 
different. 

The look will make its 2022-23 debut on Dec. 10 at home against the 
Hurricanes. The Islanders will also wear it for home games on Dec. 23, 
Dec. 27, Jan. 12, Jan. 21 and Jan. 28. 

The Islanders assigned Bode Wilde to the ECHL’s Atlanta Gladiators and 
forward Richard Panik to Lausanne HC in the Swiss-A League. 

 

New York Post LOADED: 10.21.2022 
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Islanders fail to rise to Ilya Sorokin's level in ugly Devils loss 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-5 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

For all the talk about a new way of playing and a revitalized mindset on 
offense, the Islanders provided a reminder of the obvious Thursday night: 
This is a team that will go only as far as goaltender Ilya Sorokin can take 
it. 

But in a 4-1 loss to the Devils, which dropped the Islanders to 2-2 to 
finish their season-opening homestand, Sorokin supplied a reminder as 
well: He can’t do everything by himself. 

“I wasn’t happy with the compete level,” coach Lane Lambert said bluntly. 
On a night on which his team was outshot 43-17, he had good reason for 
that. 

It took 15 shots, at least according to the generous count of the UBS 
Arena scorekeeper, and more than a period of utterly dominant hockey 
for the Devils to get one by Sorokin, who managed to play hero for a 
significant portion of the night. 

But when Jack Hughes got in behind the Islanders’ defense at 1:35 of the 
second period, the scoresheet finally reflected reality, and the Devils took 
a 1-0 lead. 

A better effort from the Islanders might have resulted in Sorokin, who 
finished the night with 37 saves on 40 shots, stealing a game for them. 
Instead, the Islanders were left in the familiar position of lamenting a 
failure to play to the level of their goalie. 

“He was outstanding,” Mathew Barzal said. “Genuinely just amazing. 
Probably could’ve been 3-0 after the first.” 

It was the Islanders’ worst performance of the young season by a long 
shot. They did not play at the same speed as the Devils, struggling with 
defensive-zone lapses on the rare occasions they possessed the puck. 
Sorokin was perhaps the only Islander who did not struggle, but he could 
only do so much. 

Ondrej Palat added a second goal for the Devils at 8:09 of the second 
period, one-timing a pass from Jesper Bratt to beat Sorokin after 
sustained New Jersey pressure. If there were a reprieve coming for the 
home team, it might have been at 14:37 when Brendan Smith was called 
for tripping, but Anders Lee negated the final 41 seconds of what had 
been a mostly uninspiring power play with his second minor penalty of 
the evening at 15:56. 

“Didn’t get our game going,” Lee said. “Didn’t get our legs going enough. 
Too much time in our end.” 

Anders Lee #27 of the New York Islanders looks on as Ondrej Palat #18 
of the New Jersey Devils celebrates scoring a goal with teammate Jesper 

Bratt #63 during the second period in an NHL hockey game at the UBS 
Arena on October 20, 2022. 

Anders Lee of the New York Islanders looks on as Ondrej Palat of the 
New Jersey Devils celebrates scoring a goal with teammate Jesper Bratt. 

Paul J. Bereswill 

It was just that sort of night. Against the Devils, whose biggest issue is 
goaltending, the Islanders forced Mackenzie Blackwood to make just 16 
saves. The lone Islanders goal was a consolation tally by Lee with an 
extra attacker on and 3:16 left in the game. 

Palat had added a third goal for the Devils just over a minute earlier, 
beating Sorokin off the rush and prompting an already-sparse crowd to 
head towards the exits. Nico Hischier’s empty-netter made it 4-1 in the 
final minute. 

“It was extremely, extremely disappointing,” Lambert said. 

If the Islanders take that effort to Florida, where they will play the 
Lightning and Panthers in a weekend back-to-back, it will be a long 48 
hours down south. 

In their rare good moments on Thursday, the Islanders managed to 
generate some chances when they got on the forecheck. Actually getting 
to that point was the problem. 

“They came down hard on the walls and they were on top of us,” Lee 
siad. “We got the puck out of the zone, but it’s not with possession. We 
spit it out and they’re right back down our throats.” 

After strong performances against the Sharks and Ducks, this put a 
damper on what had been a positive week. 

“We had done a lot of good things in the last couple games,” Lambert 
said. “Tonight was a tough night for everyone.” 

Whether it was simply a bad night or a game that portends real issues, 
only time will tell. Sorokin can get the Islanders places, but not without a 
whole lot more support than he had on Thursday. 
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Islanders are bringing back their most hated jerseys 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-3 minutes 20/10/2022 

 

The Fisherman jersey is back. 

The Islanders will be donning their doomed look of the mid-1990s six 
times this season as part of the NHL’s reverse retro jersey initiative, the 
team announced Thursday. The jersey has the same Gorton’s 
Fisherman-esque logo as it did back in 1995-96, when originally 
introduced, though the color scheme is slightly different. 

The look’s debut will be on Dec. 10 at home against the Hurricanes. The 
Isles will also wear it for home games on Dec. 23, Dec. 27, Jan. 12, Jan. 
21 and Jan. 28. 

“I like the throwback stuff,” Zach Parise said. “I like the different looks, the 
different colors. Not the change, but just for a different look. It’s always 
neat for the fans. It’s fun for the players, too. You walk in the room and 
you see a third jersey or a different jersey, it gets exciting.” 

The embrace of the logo, which was disliked at the time by Islanders fans 
upon its original release, is a drastic change from two decades ago, 
when the Isles phased out the Fisherman jerseys as soon as they could. 
That also reflects a different attitude among the fan base — coach Lane 
Lambert noted Thursday that he believes the jersey is likely to sell well. 

It’s not the first time the Isles have donned throwbacks with that particular 
logo. In 2015, they did so during warmups ahead of a game against the 
Panthers. 

“It’s like trends, you know what I mean? They come and go,” Parise said. 
“I like that it didn’t get abandoned.” 

Marketing around retro jerseys, while old hat for other leagues like the 
NBA, is newer territory for the NHL. 

“I think we’re definitely way behind the other leagues as far as 
marketing,” Parise said. “I think there’s a ton of room for improvement 
that we can just grow the game. … I’m not saying that’s just 14 different 
jerseys for every team, but there’s different areas we need to explore to 
grow the game.” 

Time will bear out whether the reverse retro jerseys, and the Fisherman 
specifically, are a success. But there has already been a considerable 
amount of buzz around it. 

“It’ll be fun to watch,” Lambert said. 
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A video breakdown of how the Islanders' aggressive new forecheck has 
gotten them up to speed 

 

Ethan Sears 

8-10 minutes 20/10/2022 

 

Three games into Lane Lambert’s tenure as coach, the difference in how 
the Islanders play has not only been obvious, but has had strong positive 
effects. 

After a training camp in which “aggressive” was the word du jour, we are 
seeing it in action, in every phase of the game. Yes, that means 
defensemen getting up on the rush — it is no coincidence that six of the 
team’s 13 goals have come from their blueliners. But that is not the half 
of it. 

The biggest difference between the Islanders and the top-tier teams in 
the league last season was the speed at which they played. Much was 
made about the average age of the Islanders because they played like 
an old team. They broke the puck out slowly. They eschewed the rush. 
Watching them and then watching the Avalanche, Lightning, Flames or 
Oilers was like watching two different sports. 

Again, it is just three games, two of them against competition the 
Islanders should be beating, but at least they look to be playing the same 
game as the contenders. That comes down to a difference in, yes, 
aggression. Not just on the rush, but in every phase of the game. 

Where it’s been most noticeable so far is on the forecheck. 

The Islanders were always a strong forechecking team under Barry 
Trotz, but they depended on their forwards to do much of the work. The 
defensemen stayed back, meaning that if the opposition got above the 
hash marks, more often than not they could get all the way through the 
neutral zone with some degree of ease. 

Watch Adam Pelech’s positioning here on the far wall. When the puck is 
played around the boards, he’s all the way at the hashes to force the 
Ducks’ Troy Terry to play it back behind the net. The forwards do a good 
job as well, but that is where the real difference is compared to last 
season. 

The added pressure also helps once the Islanders possess the puck. 
With Pelech and Ryan Pulock already stationed at the blue line, Pulock 
becomes an easy outlet for Brock Nelson after he wins a puck battle 
behind the net. Consequently, the Islanders can quickly get set up in the 
zone and not have to worry about an entry. 

“If you forecheck with three guys, if you beat the three forwards, there’s 
that gap between the D and forwards. The D start to back off and you’re 
more or less giving the other team a free exit,” Matt Martin told The Post. 
“Now I think we’re a little more up and together. When we forecheck hard 
and a puck gets rimmed around the boards, our D are coming to keep 
that puck in and keep it alive. And then we come back hard to cover up 
for them. 

“You’re gonna see a lot more of that, I think, around the blue lines. A lot 
more [of] those 50/50 pucks that we’re trying to come up with as opposed 
to backing off and allowing them to exit [with] no pressure.” 

Even in the neutral zone, the pressure has been much more relentless. 
The little things — particularly forwards getting sticks on pucks — have 
shown out. Here, Kyle Palmieri does just that, and it leads to a zone 
entry. 

The aggressiveness even has shown up on the penalty kill, where 
Islanders forwards have been emboldened to push up the ice when the 
situation has called for it. That approach nearly resulted in a shorthanded 
goal for Casey Cizikas against the Panthers when he chased a loose 
puck up the ice. 

The Islanders needed to find a way to generate more offense with the 
same group of players. So far, this is the way that works. The fourth line, 
in particular, has looked rejuvenated after struggling through last season. 

“We love it, honestly,” fourth-liner Martin said of the forechecking 
mentality. “It allows you to hunt and make that first guy get rid of the 
puck, and you know that our guys are coming to try and keep it in. It 
definitely, I think, leads to more opportunities, more pucks going towards 
the net. You don’t want to give anyone anything for free. 

“So if a player’s gonna make a play off the wall, which is always a tough 
play, and they don’t get it out, then we got an opportunity to turn it into 
offense.” 

Added defenseman Noah Dobson: “It’s not fun when guys are chasing 
pucks as a D-man. You know they’re coming hard and they’re coming at 
you. That’s a good part of our game. When we’re forechecking well, we 
get lots of chances off it.” 

A bigger test is coming soon with five straight games against playoff-level 
competition following Thursday night’s matchup with the Devils. Right 
now, though, we can only judge what we’ve seen. And what we’ve seen 
is the Islanders adopting a new approach and running with it. 

“I think it’s just aggressive everywhere at all times is what [Lambert] 
wants,” Martin said. “Basically you’re never giving anyone a free play, 
you’re never letting anyone off the hook. You wanna keep the pressure 
on them. You wanna make them execute.” 

Corey Sipkin 

The solution to having too many forwards coming out of training camp, it 
turns out, was not to send down one of the forwards, but to put a 
defenseman on injured reserve. By sending Sebastian Aho to IR with an 
upper-body injury retroactive to Oct. 8, the Islanders effectively ensured 
Oliver Wahlstrom, Kieffer Bellows, Ross Johnston and Nikita Soshnikov 
can stay on the roster without any worries. 

Aho, who likely would have been a healthy scratch for games, still is 
practicing with the team as he works his way back from the injury. He has 
not spoken to reporters since going on IR, and Lambert has only spoken 
in generalities regarding Aho’s timeframe for returning. (The day Aho was 
placed on IR, he skated with the extras for 45 minutes after the rest of 
the team came off the ice. Make of that what you will.) 

He’s already passed the minimum time to stay on injured reserve, so the 
Islanders can activate him if need be as long as he is healthy, a scenario 
that might only end up coming to pass if someone else goes on IR. If he 
is able to come back at the first moment the Islanders require him, 
though, it would be a good way of having navigated what seemed to be a 
real roster conundrum. 
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Dobson and Romanov taking steps forward 

Alexander Romanov, Noah Dobson of the Islanders. 

As a follow-up to last week’s newsletter, when this space explored the 
awkward start between Dobson and Alexander Romanov as partners, it’s 
noteworthy that Tuesday’s 5-2 win over the Sharks was the best showing 
we’ve seen from the pair. In 14:40 together, per Natural Stat Trick, the 
Islanders outscored San Jose 3-1, had a 53.02 expected goals 
percentage and out-chanced their opposition, 17-6. 

Lambert did not exclusively go at certain matchups with his defensive 
pairs, but most of Dobson’s and Romanov’s work Tuesday came against 
either the Sharks’ second line, led by Tomas Hertl, or their third line, led 
by Nick Bonino. (If you’re wondering about Logan Couture’s top line, its 
largest share of minutes came against Pelech and Pulock.) 
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Islanders overwhelmed by Devils in disappointing end to homestand 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated October 20, 2022 11:01 pm4-5 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

Goalie Ilya Sorokin might have been the best player on the UBS Arena 
ice on Thursday night. 

That just highlighted how slow and disorganized the Islanders appeared 
from the opening faceoff in a disheartening 4-1 loss to the dominant 
Devils. 

“I don’t think we’ve played a team with that kind of speed yet,” Mathew 
Barzal said. “That’s a fast hockey club over there. They make a ton of 
plays. We just got hit with a lot of speed and we were turning pucks over 
and feeding it. That was the main key tonight.” 

Sorokin made 39 saves and kept the Islanders — who struggled mightily 
to complete passes — within a theoretical chance of making it a game 
despite being outshot 18-5 in the third period and 43-17 overall. 

“We weren’t good and he kept it even,” defenseman Ryan Pulock said. 
“All night we just weren’t able to put it together. We weren’t able to 
execute.” 

A lightly-tested Mackenzie Blackwood stopped 16 shots, his shutout 
spoiled by Anders Lee at 16:44 of the third period when the Islanders 
pulled within 3-1 skating five-on-four. 

The Islanders split  their season-opening four-game homestand with a 
difficult first road trip now looming against the Lightning and Panthers on 
Saturday and Sunday. Those are the first two of four straight games 
against teams that made the playoffs last season. 

“It was extremely disappointing because we had been trending up, we 
had done a lot of good things in the last couple of games,” coach Lane 
Lambert said of wins over the struggling Ducks and Sharks. “I wasn’t 
happy with the compete level and I do buy into the fact that faceoffs are a 
reflection of that.” 

The Islanders won just 20 of 51 faceoffs (39%) with Barzal and Brock 
Nelson each losing nine of 12. Per Natural Stat Trick, the Devils had 14 
high-danger chances to the Islanders’ four. 

“It just starts with the battles,” defenseman Ryan Pulock said. “We lost 
too many one-on-one battles and gave them possession and we’re trying 
to chase the puck and then we’re not executing when we do get the 
puck.” 

Lambert tweaked his lines for the second straight game looking for an 
offensive spark. It worked in Tuesday night’s 5-2 win over the Sharks. 

This time, not so much. 

Lee moved to Barzal’s left wing along with Kyle Palmieri. Anthony 
Beauvillier, reunited with Barzal in the previous game, went right back to 
Nelson’s line, this time with Josh Bailey. And Jean-Gabriel Pageau 
wound up between Zach Parise and Oliver Wahlstrom after Wahlstrom 
had the opportunity to skate with Nelson. 

Sorokin’s strong play aside, a rare positive for the Islanders in the game 
was their continued success on the penalty kill which is now 15-for-15 as 
they stymied all three Devils’ power plays while yielding eight man-
advantage shots. Troubling, though, was taking three penalties in the 
offensive zone, two by Lee. 

“You can’t take penalties in the offensive zone 200 feet away from your 
net,” Lambert said. “Not a recipe for success. You can take penalties you 
have to take. Unnecessary ones are usually tough, they sort of switch 
momentum early on.” 

The Devils held a 13-3 shot advantage in the first period — defenseman 
Noah Dobson took the Islanders’ first shot at 16:53 to derisive cheers — 
then scored twice in the second period. Defenseman Damon Severson’s 
head-man pass sprung Jack Hughes into the Islanders’ zone past flat-
footed and falling defenseman Alexander Romanov to make it 1-0 at 
1:35. Nelson’s turnover led to Ondrej Palat making it 2-0 at 8:09 and 
Palat notched a second goal at 15:28 of the third period. Nico Hischier 
added an empty-netter. 
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Anthony Beauvillier and Mathew Barzal back together again and creating 
chances for Islanders 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated October 20, 2022 7:41 pm4-5 minutes 20/10/2022 

 

 Anthony Beauvillier first met Mathew Barzal when he was 14 when the 
NHL Players’ Association put together an all-Canadian team of top 
teenage prospects. They quickly developed a friendship, Barzal helping 
Beauvillier, who grew up just outside of Montreal, to be more comfortable 
speaking English. 

That off-ice friendship translated into on-ice chemistry when they were 
Islanders’ linemates in past seasons. 

And maybe they’ll stick together on a line again in the present. 

“We haven’t been together in so long that [we] just go out there and try to 
do our things,” Beauvillier said before the Islanders concluded their 
season-opening, four-game homestand against the Devils on Thursday 
night at UBS Arena. 

Coach Lane Lambert tweaked his lines in the second period of Tuesday 
night’s 5-2 win over the Sharks. Beauvillier, who started the season on 
Brock Nelson’s right wing along with Anders Lee, found himself back on 
Barzal’s left wing along with Kyle Palmieri. 

“It changes,” Beauvillier said. “It doesn’t matter if it’s Barzy, Pager [Jean-
Gabriel Pageau], Zeeker [Casey Cizikas] down the middle. We’re so 
deep in the middle that it doesn’t really matter who you go with. It 
happens, line shuffles during the game. You’ve just got to adapt quick 
and make sure you’re ready for anything.” 

The quick-skating Beauvillier, already entering his seventh NHL season 
as a 25-year-old, had a goal and an assist in the Islanders’ first three 
games. His speed — and Barzal’s — has meshed with Lambert’s system 
of an aggressive attack and trying to transition the puck quickly out of the 
defensive zone. 

Then-coach Doug Weight first put Beauvillier and Barzal together on a 
line midway through the 2017-18 season, and Barzal set career highs 
with 63 assists and 85 points. 

“They have speed so they can play a pretty fast north game,” said 
Lambert. “The nice thing about Beau is he’s using his skating and his 
quickness to stay on pucks. Stopping and starting a lot and he’s done a 
really good job of hunting pucks down.” 

“When we played together the first couple of years, I thought we had a lot 
of chemistry just being friends,” Beauvillier said. 

Yet the two haven’t been used together on a line regularly the past 
couple of seasons. 

And Lambert wasn’t committing to a permanent reunion now. 

He has been pleased with the start of Beauvillier’s season. 

“He puts pressure on the other team, on their defense,” Lambert said. 
“You’ve seen in the first few games when he is pressuring and staying on 
these pucks offensively, he’s created turnovers. Whether it be him 
stealing the puck or putting enough pressure on a defenseman to make a 
bad play so that somebody else behind him in our system can get the 
puck back.” 

“I think I’ve had three good games,” Beauvillier said. “There’s always 
room for improvement. Overall, I’ve had energy and some pace to my 
game and I can use my speed a little bit more.” 

Beauvillier relayed all his thoughts in unbroken English with just a hint of 
an accent. That wasn’t the case when he first met Barzal, who grew up in 
Coquitlam, British Columbia. 

“My English wasn’t really good at that time and his French was probably 
better than my English,” Beauvillier said. “We kind of connected there. 
Two guys who were full of energy. We kind of just clicked right away. 
He’s got a lot of French blood in him so I think that’s why we connected. 

“I would say my English is better than his French now. But he can 
definitely understand it and speak a little bit.” 
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Attention Islanders fans: The Fisherman logo is returning on new 
Reverse Retro uniforms 

 

By Andrew Grossan 

drew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated October 20, 2022 6:23 pm2-3 minutes 20/10/2022 

 

The Fisherman is back. 

The NHL confirmed  offseason speculation on Thursday when it revealed 
Reverse Retro jerseys for all 32 teams. The Islanders are bringing back 
the controversial Fisherman logo that was introduced in 1995 and 
scrapped in 1997 after an intense fan backlash. 

“I think it will be exciting,” coach Lane Lambert said. “The players will be 
excited to wear it. I’m sure it will sell well. It will be fun to watch.” 

The Islanders are scheduled to wear the Fisherman jersey six times this 
season, all at UBS Arena, with the first appearance on Dec. 10 against 
the Hurricanes. 

The new version of the Fisherman jersey is somewhat toned down from 
its 1990s predecessor, reviled by many fans because it resembled the 
fisherman logo of Gorton's frozen fish products. 

The navy-blue jersey has orange and white trim and the teal — very 
dominant in the original jerseys — has been relegated to trim on the 
Fisherman’s stick and on the three small waves underneath the word 
“Islanders.” 

The teal is gone from the bottom of the jersey, as is the wavy trim across 
the belt line and on the shoulders. 

Lambert last played in the NHL in 1989 and said he had no memories of 
how reviled the Fisherman jersey was when it was first introduced. 

“I don’t really have a feel for it at all,” Lambert said. “I’m just going to sit 
back and watch.” 

Isles files 

Captain Anders Lee played in his 600th career game…President and 
general manager Lou Lamoriello turns 80 on Friday…The Islanders 
confirmed defenseman Bode Wilde has been assigned to Atlanta (East 
Coast Hockey League). The second-round pick in 2018 played in 
Sweden last season after being the only player in the Islanders’ 
organization to decline a COVID-19 vaccine…Forward Richard Panik 
was assigned to Lausanne HC (Swiss-A)…Forwards Kieffer Bellows, 
Ross Johnston and Nikita Soshnikov remained healthy scratches. 
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Islanders observations: Uneven homestand features good goaltending, 
ugly hockey 

 

Kevin Kurz 

9-12 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — Game results tend to get overemphasized in the early 
part of the NHL season. October is a time when every NHL team tries to 
establish its identity, learning what works and what doesn’t on the quest 
to find a recipe for success. Often, just a few short weeks later, a team 
can look drastically different than it did during its first handful of games. 

That said … 

The Islanders’ 4-1 loss to the Devils on Thursday was about as ugly a 
hockey game as can be played, and there should be at least a bit of 
concern at how awful New Jersey made the home team look in front of its 
own fans, who had no qualms voicing their displeasure at what they were 
seeing. Even after the Islanders survived a first-period onslaught in which 
they didn’t register a shot on goal until about three minutes to go, they 
failed to regroup in the intermission and were outworked, outcompeted 
and outclassed for the duration of the game, other than maybe the last 
few minutes when the outcome was already decided. 

Making it even more confounding is they had played generally well 
through their first three games, losing a closely contested opener to the 
Panthers 3-1 and then blowing past the Ducks and Sharks by a 
combined 12-3 score. 

“It was extremely disappointing because we had been trending up,” 
coach Lane Lambert said. “They came at us hard. We failed to make 
poised plays. To a man, we all know we’re better than that. We’ll look at it 
and learn from it because that’s what we have to do, and we’ll move on.” 

We’ll have a much better understanding of what this Islanders team really 
is in another week and a half. The schedule for the remaining part of the 
month is a bear as they visit the Panthers and Lightning this weekend, 
followed by games versus the Rangers on Wednesday at UBS Arena, at 
the Hurricanes next Friday and at home against the defending Stanley 
Cup champion Avalanche on Oct. 29. 

The opening four-game homestand is complete, though, so let’s run 
through thoughts and observations on the perplexing first week of the 2-
2-0 Islanders. 

Nearly everyone I reached out to after the Islanders acquired the 
defenseman from Montreal mentioned that Alexander Romanov’s 
compete level was the single most perceptible trait that stood out about 
his game. That seems evident both from the eye test and the stats as 
Romanov has been credited with 11 hits and a team-leading 19 blocked 
shots (Ryan Pulock is second with eight blocks). 

“Sometimes it’s circumstance but (I’m) never afraid to block a shot. It’s 
my job,” Romanov said. “(Penalty kill) and stuff like that, playing physical 
— I’m not afraid to block it.” 

Of course, no player wants to be buried in his own end blocking shots all 
night, and there were a few times Romanov was to blame for giving the 
puck away, resulting in him having to play in the defensive zone with 
partner Noah Dobson. 

That’s the other thing about Romanov: He’s still viewed as somewhat 
raw, and that has presented itself in several instances, too. On Thursday, 
for example, he was caught flat-footed in the defensive zone on Jack 
Hughes’ breakaway goal, which, to be fair, was generated by a 
phenomenal pass from defenseman Damon Severson from deep in his 
own end. 

Romanov is still getting used to playing the Islanders’ system and with a 
new partner in Dobson. Communication is key with any defense pair, and 
Dobson indicated earlier in the week that they are still adjusting to one 
another in that regard. There are times when that has adversely affected 
them from breaking the puck cleanly out of the zone. 

“I think the big thing is before I was playing with an older guy (Zdeno 
Chara) where (he was) always talking to me a lot, and now there’s more 
of an onus on me to talk a lot more, for (Romanov) to talk and just kind of 
keep that communication up and help each other out,” Dobson said. 

Still, Dobson has been impressed with Romanov’s fearless style of play. 

“We’ve been in our zone a couple shifts, but he’s made some big blocks,” 
he said. “He plays an aggressive style, he’s not afraid to use his body, hit 
guys, block shots. It’s good to have as a partner.” 

Dobson’s hot start 

Speaking of Dobson, he’s already making that three-year, $12 million 
contract extension he signed over the summer look like it might be a 
huge bargain. Through four games, he’s probably been their best player, 
with four points (two goals, two assists) and a team-high 15 shots. 

What stands out most about Dobson is he always seems to be looking to 
shoot the puck — and he’s gotten plenty of them through, at even 
strength and on the power play. That’s the sign of a confident player who 
is embracing the added responsibility he has this season. 

“He’s doing a really good job of getting the puck to the net,” Lambert said 
Thursday morning. “There’s not a lot of thought … to pass up shots.” 

Dobson said earlier in the week that there have been more opportunities 
to shoot thanks to Lambert’s systemic changes. 

“Just the aggressiveness in the zone, the (defensemen) are up in the 
play a little more — more opportunities,” he said. “I think our forwards are 
doing a good job on the forecheck. We’re a good forechecking team, they 
get the pucks back a lot and going low to high, and we’re getting lots of 
chances. It’s a good recipe.” 

Considering Dobson is still just 22 years old and he surely knows how 
important he is to the team’s core at this early stage of his career, getting 
on the scoresheet early and often was important. 

“It’s definitely nice to contribute early,” he said. “The more games go on if 
you don’t score, it can linger.” 

Through the first three games, three of the Islanders’ top four players in 
shot-attempt percentage were Zach Parise (65.1), Kyle Palmieri (63.2) 
and Mathew Barzal (59.7). Yet the only goal was by Parise, and that 
came only after Lambert switched the lines and put Parise with Jean-
Gabriel Pageau and Josh Bailey in the second period of the Sharks 
game. 
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Barzal has looked fine in his skating and elusiveness, but the question of 
whether the Islanders have the correct wingers surrounding him remains. 
He wasn’t effective Thursday in the Devils game — no one really was 
other than Ilya Sorokin — but prior to that, he and his linemates were 
getting plenty of zone time but without any finish. 

“I’m pleased with the chances they’re getting,” Lambert said before the 
Devils game. “We talked about maybe delivering it (to the net) a little bit 
more. We can shoot the puck a little bit more.” 

It’s not just the wingers on Barzal’s line who could be doing more. Among 
the forwards who still haven’t scored are Brock Nelson, Palmieri, Pageau 
and Bailey. Six of the Islanders’ 14 goals have come from defensemen. 

Palmieri suggested that much of it is a matter of them arriving to the blue 
paint when the puck is getting there from up top. 

“It’s more so about timing,” he said. “There’s guys here that can box out 
D-men. (Anders Lee) is really good at it. Other guys, the smaller guys, 
sometimes you just have to time it a little better. A lot of D-men in this 
league are pretty big and strong. You don’t want to be just standing there 
getting the s— beat out of you. Being able to time it a little better, with 
knowing your (defensemen) are going to shoot and deliver it to the net, 
you can hit those areas with a little better timing.” 

Added Lambert: “There’s techniques and things like that to get (to the 
front of the net). You have to be able to be a little bit crafty in that area.” 

Thursday’s game aside, one guy who seems primed to take a bigger 
stake in the team is Oliver Wahlstrom, who has a team-leading three 
goals and is quickly earning Lambert’s trust. 

“He’s just responsible,” Lambert said. “He’s making the right plays in the 
defensive zone. Sometimes there’s a play to be made, and sometimes 
it’s chip it off the wall to fight another day. I think he’s doing a good job of 
recognizing that.” 

According to Natural Stat Trick, Wahlstrom’s 12 scoring chances lead the 
Islanders despite him missing the opener. 

Giving the puck away on the game-winning goal in the home opener is 
the kind of play that could really set a young player back. But Robin Salo 
did the opposite. Following his gaffe in the third period of the loss to the 
Panthers, he responded with two goals and a plus-4 rating in the 
Islanders’ win over the Ducks. 

“Of course bad games are going to come for everybody. You can’t have 
a good day every day,” Salo said after the Ducks game. “You just have to 
put it behind you, totally forget about it and just focus on the next game. 
I’ve tried to do that pretty good throughout my career. Just look forward.” 

Thursday, though, was another tough game for Salo and his partner, 
Scott Mayfield. They were part of the reason the Islanders were on their 
heels much of the night, although the team’s forecheckers weren’t doing 
them any favors, either. 

Ilya Sorokin looking elite 

The only reason the Islanders weren’t buried earlier Thursday was their 
goaltender. Sorokin has a .935 save percentage and 2.05 goals-against 
average through his first three games despite getting tagged with losses 
in two of them. 

If you’re looking for something positive from the debacle against the 
Devils, that’s really the only one. 

“Probably could have been 3-0 after the first,” Barzal said. “He made 
some spectacular saves. Could have gotten ugly early on. He was there 
for us.” 

Whether the rest of the team will be there for him over the next six 
months is to be determined, but Sorokin looks as strong as ever. Lambert 
should probably lean on him for at least a little while because if Thursday 
is any indication, the Islanders might need a bit of time to work out some 
kinks under their new coach. 
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Rapid Recap: Islanders Sleepwalk Against Devils, Lose 4-1  
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5-7 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

ELMONT, NY–  The New York Islanders came out as flat as we have 
seen in a very long time as they fell 4-1 to the New Jersey Devils to end 
their season-opening homestand. The Islanders are now 2-2-0 on the 
season. 

SCORING 

Jack Hughes gave the New Jersey Devils a 1-0 lead at 1:39 of the 
second period as he got behind the New York Islanders defense before 
he beat Ilya Sorokin under the right pad for his first of the season. Damon 
Severson was credited with the lone assist. 

Ondrej Palat scored his second goal in as many games to give the Devils 
a 2-0 lead at 8:09 of the second period. He beat Sorokin from the slot 
after a defensive zone turnover. Jesper Bratt and Nico Hirschier were 
credited with the assists. 

Palat scored his second of the game, third of the season at 15:28 of the 
third period to give the Devils a 3-0 lead. He finished off a strong feed 
from Bratt, with the secondary assist going to Hischier. 

Anders Lee scored his second goal of the season to get the Islanders on 
the board at 16:44 of the third period as he pushed the puck through a 
sprawled Blackwood. Kyle Palmieri and Mathew Barzal were credited 
with the assists. 

Hischier potted the empty-net goal with 35 seconds to play in the third. 

A SLOW START SANK ISLANDERS 

The New York Islanders did not seem ready to go when the puck was 
dropped to start the first period. The New Jersey Devils were firing shots 
at New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin from everywhere. It took 
the New York Islanders 16:53 minutes before they registered their first 
shot on goal. 

The Islanders ended the first frame with a total of three shots, as they 
were hearing it from the fan base. 

The Islanders found themselves down 1-0 less than two minutes into the 
second period and just never found their game. 

“We didn’t start the game well. We weren’t as ready as New Jersey was,” 
Robin Salo said. “They came quick right from the start, and we just 
weren’t ready to answer that.” 

TURNOVERS, TURNOVERS, and MORE TURNOVERS 

What had stopped the New York Islanders from truly breaking away from 
the San Jose Sharks back on Tuesday was their turnovers. Against the 
Anaheim Ducks, the Islanders were able to rely on their offense to mask 
this issue, and if it wasn’t for the Florida Panthers missing a handful of 
prime scoring chances in the season-opener last Thursday, the Islanders 
would not have been as in that game as they were. 

Against the New Jersey Devils, the New York Islanders committed 10 
turnovers, but that number seems off…by a lot. I would say more like 20. 

In the first period, the Islanders were credited with three giveaways in the 
period, but that count seems a bit off. Their decision-making and lack of 
accuracy pinned them in their own zone and allowed the New Jersey 
Devils quality scoring chances, but Sorokin was able to bail them out. 

In the second period, the New Jersey Devils scored two goals, both 
coming off defensive mistakes. 

The first one came after an aggressive Alexander Romanov got caught 
flat-footed, which allowed Jack Hughes to get behind him and eventually 
beat Sorokin. 

The Islanders committed three giveaways in the second frame and four 
in the third, according to the statisticians. 

“Certainly, we’ll look at it. I thought we got caught early on a couple 2-on-
1, things like that,” Lambert said. “It’s not our identity, and it’s not a recipe 
for success for sure. 

SOROKIN GAVE ISLANDERS A SHOT 

Without Ilya Sorokin, the New Jersey Devils would have walked all over 
the New York Islanders early. 

In the first period, the Islanders were outshot 15 to three, with Sorokin 
having to stand on his head to keep the game tied through the first 
twenty minutes. He was the Islanders’ best penalty killer, turning aside 
five while the Islanders were shorthanded. He made four high-danger 
saves, and seven mid-danger saves. 

Although the Islanders played a bit better in the second period, Sorokin 
was diving left and right to keep the Islanders within one goal and then 
two. 

He turned aside seven of the nine shots he faced in the second period, 
the two goals coming off two high-danger shots. 

In the third period, Sorokin stopped 15 of 16 in the third period, seven 
more high-danger chances. 

When the game was over, Sorokin had turned aside 37 of 40, with all of 
the goals against coming from high-danger chances. 

“Wow, he was outstanding. Genuinely just like amazing,” Mathew Barzal 
said. “Probably could have been three nothing after the first, and he 
made some spectacular saves. Yeah, it could have gotten ugly early on, 
and he was there for us.” 
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Crashing the Net Crucial to Islanders Success Thus Far  
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This season, the New York Islanders backend has been heavily active on 
the rush and in the offensive zone. The New York Islanders have 
recorded 71 total shots through three games, with the defense shooting 
at will, having accounted for 51 of them (43.5 percent). 

Defenseman Noah Dobson, 22, leads the New York Islanders with 13 
shots through three games (4.33 per game). Last season, Dobson led 
the Islanders with 190 shots in 80 games (2.375 per game), so there is 
clearly more of an emphasis on point shots this season. 

That more aggressive system under first-year head coach Lane Lambert 
has paid dividends for the offense, with 4.33 goals per game through the 
first three contests with a nightly average of 39 shots. 

While defensemen have scored a combined seven of the Islanders’ first 
13 goals, nine of the 13 have come from defenseman making plays 
toward goal. 

With how big goaltenders are in the NHL nowadays, having a strong net-
front presence is a must for any NHL club. The New York Islanders have 
a handful of players who make a living in front of the net, and although 
the size of a forward surely helps with screening the opposing netminder, 
it’s not the be-all and end-all. 

“There is a will factor for sure. And then there’s different ways to do it 
too,” Lambert said following Thursday’s morning skate. “There’s some 
techniques and things like that to get there. There’s a lot of big 
defensemen in the league too. So, you have to be able to be a little bit 
crafty in that area, but certainly will plays a part in it.” 

Eighteen-year NHL veteran Zach Parise, who stands at 5’11, and weighs 
195 lbs, has made a career out of going to the dirty area. 

That’s how he scored his first goal of the season on Tuesday night as he 
crashed the net and got his skate on a Noah Dobson shot, which 
deflected the puck past San Jose Sharks netminder James Reimer. 

“It’s both will and smarts,” Lambert said on the undersized Zach Parise 
getting to the net. “He has different techniques that he uses to get there. 
But it all starts with understanding that that’s where you need to go, and 
that’s his job, and he’s doing a really good job of it.” 

Zach Parise told NYI Hockey Now that there is more of an emphasis on 
getting to the front of the net, given the volume of shots coming from the 
point. 

“There always should be an emphasis, but yes, when you’re getting more 
volume, I think that there’s always that hunger to get to the net,” Parise 
said. “But I think that it just creates more breakdowns when the point 
shots are getting through. When the defense is shooting more or less 

just, you know, coverage gets lost. People turn their backs a little more, 
and rebounds are there, or you can get lost.” 

“I think, as a whole, it’s just better for the offense [when the defense gets 
pucks towards goal]. 

New York Islanders captain Anders Lee scored his first goal of the 
season back on Tuesday night via a one-handed deflection following a 
point shot by Adam Pelech. 

“Body position is really important. It’s not easy to get to the net in this 
league, and you’re going to have a guy on you no matter what. So if we 
can get a shot [from the point], even if we don’t touch it, there’s bodies 
there that can get in the way and block the goalie.” 

Lee also explained how, no matter how hard the shot is coming or where 
it’s going, you do what you can to get a piece, as we saw on his goal. 

“I’m trying to get a piece of that, but great shot by Pelech. [He] put it right 
in the spot where it’s a good spot to tip [it] so lucky to get a piece of it, but 
you got to always try to touch it.” 

From the defenseman’s point of view, Robin Salo spoke with NYI Hockey 
Now about what he is looking for on the rush and from the point when he 
has the puck on his stick. 

“If there’s guys at the net, you are always going to get shots through 
because we have such good guys here for screening the goalie and 
tipping the puck, so I feel like it’s always dangerous if you get the shots 
through,” Salo said. “I know the guys are going to be going to the net, so 
so you just gotta trust that and…it definitely helps us to, to get the puck in 
the net.” 

Robin Salo has two goals on the season, his second of the two (second 
of the night) Saturday against the Ducks came with Kyle Palmieri setting 
the screen. The goal was reviewed for goaltender interference but was 
deemed a good goal. 

On the season, per our friends over at Natural Stat Trick, the New York 
Islanders have generated 23 rebounds this season. Per NHL.com, the 
Islanders have totaled seven tips and two deflections on goal. 

With the way the defense is shooting the puck and with the handful of 
players that crash the net, the New York Islanders are likley to continue 
generating goals this way. When you don’t have the scoring prowess, 
elite shooting that some other teams in the NHL have, you must do what 
you can to muster as many offensive opportunities as possible. 

That’s why there is an emphasis on the New York Islanders defenseman 
shooting, as it will, in theory, create more chances and more goals. 

So far, through three games, that game plan has paid off. 
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Homestand Finale, Gm 4: Islanders vs. Devils, Updates, Betting Odds & 
More  
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The New York Islanders (2-1-0) are back in action Thursday night as they 
face off against the New Jersey Devils (1-2-0) for the final game of their 
season-opening homestand. 

“It’s a good opportunity to continue this momentum that we started a little 
bit and, have a good night. We’re trying to build every day,” Anders Lee 
said following Thursday’s optional morning skate. “So it’s no different 
coming into this evening.” 

The New York Islanders did not run lines at morning skate. Ilya Sorokin 
(1-1-0, 1.52 GAA, .941 SV%) was the first goaltender off the ice, but 
Lambert would not verify that he was between the pipes. 

“This is a big game for our team. We know that,” New York Islanders 
head coach Lane Lambert said. “They’re a good hockey team, and so 
we’re preparing to play our game.” 

The New Jersey Devils did not hold a morning skate on Thursday. 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

The New York Islanders finish their four-game home stand tonight, as 
they host their Metropolitan Division rival, the New Jersey Devils. 

The last time these teams met was April 3, when Jean-Gabriel Pageau 
scored a hat trick, Kyle Palmieri scored a goal and two assists, and 
Adam Pelech recorded a career-high three assists to help the Islanders 
earn a 4-3 win at Prudential Center. 

Tonight’s game is the first Metropolitan matchup of the season for the 
Islanders, who finished 2021-22 with a 15-9-2 record vs. division 
opponents. 

BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the New Jersey Devils on 
home ice? You can get the Islanders at -150, +175 on the puck line. The 
Devils are the road underdogs at +130, -205 at +1.5. 

The over for the contest is 6 at -120, with the over at under at +100. 

Former New Jersey Devils forward and current Islander Zach Parise 
scored in the Islanders’ last game. Can he do it again? 
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On Thursday morning, the New York Islanders officially released their 
2022-23 Adidas Reverse Retro jersey, as the Fisherman logo is back on 
Long Island. 

“I think it’s exciting,” New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said. 
“The players will be excited to wear it. I’m sure it’ll sell well. And, you 
know, it’s exciting. It’ll be fun to watch.” 

Here’s the New York Islanders’ statement: 

As part of the New York Islanders 50th Anniversary celebration, and in 
partnership with the NHL and Adidas, the team launched today the 2022-
23 Reverse Retro jersey, which revitalizes the Islanders’ fisherman jersey 
from the ‘90s with a modern interpretation. The uniform presents a 
powerful head-to-toe navy blue color scheme complemented by clean 
orange and white trims. The center crest will feature dimensional raised 
embroidery of the historic Islanders’ fisherman logo with teal accents in 
the waves and on the hockey stick. 

A leak of the jersey made its way around the internet on Wednesday 
night, and there was an immediate outcry from many members of the 
New York Islanders fan base for bringing back a logo that brought much 
heartache to the fanbase from 1995-1997. 

The last time the New York Islanders wore the Fisherman logo on their 
crest was actually in the 2000s, as they wore them for warmups back on 
Feb. 3, 2015. 

Everyone understands why the people who saw the Fisherman logo 
make its debut in 1995 are enraged with anything surrounding it. The 
Islanders, at the time, were a horrific hockey club that found themselves 
at the bottom of their division throughout its tenure. 

It took the spot of the historical New York Islanders crest and made the 
team a laughingstock of the NHL. It tarnished the strong reputation of the 
organization, an organization that had won four straight Stanley Cups 
with the island. 

But there’s a generation of Islanders fans, a younger generation, that 
can’t get enough of the Fisherman. The Islanders have been selling 
Fisherman apparel for years, and this decision will bring more money in 
for the team. 
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Welcome to the newest weekly segment from NYI Hockey Now: Coaches 
Corner with Long Island University head coach Brett Riley. 

Every week Joshua Linsenberg will catch up with Brett Riley for an in-
depth conversation on the state of the Sharks. 

Last weekend the Sharks fell 1-0 to RPI. This week marks the final road 
game before the Shark’s home opener against Omaha, Nebraska, on 
Oct. 28th. LIU is scheduled to face off against the Michigan State 
Spartans on Friday and Saturday night. 

Q: Hard-fought battle last weekend against RPI (1-0 Loss). What were 
your takeaways? 

“We played really well. It stings for it to be decided kind of in the way it 
did off a fluky goal, but that’s the game. But I’m very pleased with the 
way we played and the way we battled. For reference, you know, we lost 
seven to two in that rink last year, similar to losing five nothing and six to 
one Quinnipiac and Northeastern, so no moral victories, but we do like to 
chart and track progress, and that certainly exemplified it. You know, 
another very, very competitive hockey game.” 

Q: What made you guys want to fly out two days before your upcoming 
games against Michigan State? 

“It was just something kind of nice to do. I think for the guys, we did so 
many bus trips last year, like we took a bus to Notre Dame, we took a 
bus to Miami. So to come out here two days earlier is just kind of a nice 
thing to do for these guys. Of our 50 games as a program, I think we’ve 
played 40 on the road, right around 80%. So you know, it’s nice to, I don’t 
want to say reward these guys, but treat them right.” 

Q: Anthony Vincent has been solid so far. Where do you attribute his 
success? 

“Another coach, actually, kind of that had coached against him for four 
years at a competing school, you know, asked me how I was doing. I 
said really well, and I think he put it best when he said he plays every 
game, every shift, like it’s his last. He’s a relentless worker, he’s super 
competitive, and I think that quote kind of epitomizes who Anthony is. He 
doesn’t take a shift a minute a day off. So he leads by example, to say 
the least.” 

Q: With Vinnie Purpura starting all four games so far in the net, what can 
we expect goalie-wise this weekend? 

“We always take it day by day. But he [Purpura] is playing really good 
hockey. So he’ll definitely have another opportunity in front of them here. 
Like I said in the past, Brandon Perrone has been excellent in practice 

and really pushing the goalie culture as a whole. So the goaltending 
position is in a great spot right now.” 

Q: Vinnie has been great so far, 13th in the nation in GAA. Why do you 
think this has been a breakout season so far for Vincent? 

“I think, in short, he put in the work to be successful. He came back in 
unbelievable shape, and you know, year one kind of coming from BU not 
knowing what to expect, year two kind of rotating and splitting time to 
kind of being deemed the guy, so to speak. His confidence is through the 
roof. He’s trusting in his training again, he came back in unbelievable 
shape, which told us all we needed to know, and he’s super focused. 
He’s the first into the rink. He takes care of his body. He’s practicing 
better than ever. So I think it’s just kind of a contagious confidence that 
he has right now, and it’s very exciting to see, and his save percentage is 
phenomenal, and it’s been against some of the best teams and players in 
college hockey, too, so that’s no small feat.” 

Q: You have one of the best scoring defenses in the nation right now, 
tied for seventh in the nation with Minnesota state. What has been 
working for your defense? 

“I just think the six that have played and the three that haven’t played, for 
that matter, are similar to Anthony. They’re relentless competitors. They 
don’t take a shift off. They’re willing to sacrifice the body, whether it be 
blocking a shot, finishing a hit, or playing through a guy. They focus on 
just being sound defenders, which is just kind of a staple of our identity, 
and then adding offense as we go, hopefully here… But the D core has 
been great. What’s exciting, too, is we’ve only got one senior in that 
group in Austin Rook who has been phenomenal, but you’ve got five 
guys that will be in sharks jerseys for a long time here, and you know a 
few out of the lineup that are making great cases as well. “ 

Q: MSU this weekend, what stands out to you about their program? 

“Another very good team. I think we’ll say that a lot this year. The 
schedule certainly doesn’t get easier, as crazy as that sounds. But they 
are a good team. They look to be very good in transition. They have a 
new coaching staff that has done and will do a very good job. So they will 
get them playing the right way, and there seems to be a certain level of 
buy-in from their team right now. So no game is easy. As I said, our 
schedule is only getting tougher with this stretch. Ohio State, Wisconsin, 
Michigan State, and Omaha in the coming weeks here, so it’s a good 
challenge, and it’s going to make our program better. All these games we 
played last year have strengthened us for this year, and I expect it to be 
no different.” 

Q: Having a former Spartan in Adam Goodsir on your side now, has that 
helped with the prep for this upcoming weekend at all? 

“No, not really. He’s just got an obligation to go out and play a good 
game. I think those games can be tough for kids sometimes when there’s 
so much emotion and history. You know, it’s obviously very exciting for 
him to come back home. But at the end of the day, he’s just got to play 
and continue to do what he’s doing. So we’re just letting them play and 
enjoy his time back here, and it will be a special weekend for him for 
sure.” 
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The New York Islanders finish off their homestand Thursday night as 
they take on the New Jersey Devils at UBS arena before a weekend 
back-to-back in Florida. 

Here are your New York Islanders and NHL stories to know for today: 

NYI Hockey Now: On Wednesday, New York’s 2022-23 Reverse Retro 
jersey leaked. Yes, it is indeed a variation of The Fisherman jerseys from 
the late 1990s. Here’s the design. What do you think? New York 
Islanders 

NYI Hockey Now: Another game, another electric performance from 22-
year-old right winger Oliver Wahlstrom. After potting a goal and notching 
an assist in Saturday’s 7-1 rout of the Anaheim Ducks, Oliver Wahlstrom 
built off that performance with two goals against the San Jose Sharks. Is 
he showcasing the potential that he showcased a few years ago, which 
labeled him as the future sniper for the organization? New York 
Islanders. 

NYI Hockey Now: Through the New York Islanders first three games of 
the season, what have been your biggest takeaways. Stefen Rosner’s 
share’s his here. New York Islanders. 

NYI Hockey Now: The New York Islanders defeated the San Jose Sharks 
5-2 on Tuesday night for their second-consecutive win. After a sluggish 
end to the first period, the Islanders found their game and eventually 
pulled away from a Sharks team that has been horrendous to start the 
NHL season. Here’s the postgame mailbag. New York Islanders. 

Boston Hockey Now: Are the Boston Bruins one of a plethora of NHL 
teams on the NHL trade market searching for help on the right side of 
their blue line? On the latest TSN ‘Insider Trading‘ episode, Darren 
Dreger listed four of the five NHL teams in Canada as being in the hunt 
for a defenseman on the NHL Trade market. Boston Bruins. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Pittsburgh Penguins were brilliant in their 
first two games of the season. They were not so great and drew the ire of 
their coach in Game 3 against the Montreal Canadiens on Monday night. 
Such things will happen over the course of 82 games. There will be a few 
clunkers, but whose hot start is sustainable, and should the Penguins 
have any worries? Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Philly Hockey Now: The Philadelphia Flyers won’t go 82-0, Philly Hockey 
Now has learned. The Flyers, winners of their first three games, suffered 
their first loss of the season Wednesday. They fell to the Florida 
Panthers, 4-3, at FLA Live Arena. Observations and more. 

Florida Hockey Now: The Florida Panthers picked up where they left off 
last season on home ice, dashing the Philadelphia Flyers 4-3 in their 
opener at FLA Live Arena. Two first period goals from Carter Verhaeghe 

helped the Panthers improve to 35-7-0 in Sunrise since the start of the 
2021-22 season. Florida Panthers. 

Washington Hockey Now: As the Washington Capitals deal with yet 
another major injury and a suspension for their No. 1 center, head coach 
Peter Laviolette shook up the lineup yet again prior to Thursday’s tilt 
against the Ottawa Senators. Washington Capitals. 

Montreal Hockey Now: The Kitchener Rangers are thrilled to have 
Montreal Canadiens prospect Filip Mesar join their ranks, and he’s set to 
have a starring role with the club moving forward. After being loaned by 
the Montreal Canadiens to the Rangers on Saturday, Mesar’s debut was 
delayed due to some IIHF transfer issues, but those have now all been 
rectified, according to Kitchener Rangers general manager Mike 
McKenzie. Montreal Canadiens. 

Detroit Hockey Now: Detroit Red Wings forward Jakub Vrana is receiving 
care from the player assistance program of the NHL and NHLPA and will 
be away from the team for an indefinite period. The NHLPA issued a 
formal statement making this announcement on late Wednesday 
afternoon. Detroit Red Wings. 

San Jose Hockey Now: With the San Jose Sharks about to take on the 
New York Rangers on Thursday night, Sharks head coach David Quinn 
will face his old team for the first time. It brings the thought of what might 
have been if the 2019-20 season hadn’t paused because of COVID-19 in 
Mar. 2020. San Jose Sharks. 

Calgary Hockey Now: Calgary Flames winger Andrew Managiapane 
called it after the morning skate. The battle of two Pacific Division 
heavyweights wasn’t going to be a blowout. Instead it was a come-from-
behind victory for the Flames, who scored three straight to beat the 
Vegas Golden Knights 3-2. Calgary Flames. 
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