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NHL Reverse Retro 2022: Every new alternate jersey, ranked 32-1 

By S. Gentille, M. Lazerus and A. Iniguez 

The word “honor” appears 17 times in the NHL/Adidas 
release detailing the newly unveiled Reverse Retro jerseys 
from all 32 teams. By “honor,” of course, the NHL means it 
will honor any form of currency or credit as you shell out 
$249.99 (plus tax!) to own yet another Montreal Canadiens 
jersey that you simply can’t live without. 

But this time it’s blue! 

No, I mean a different blue than the last time it was blue less 
than two years ago! 

We’re all suckers for this stuff, but can you blame us? Grown 
adults look ridiculous in NBA jerseys, and football jerseys are 
made of a mesh-like material that makes them impractical for 
everyday wear. And who wants to wear a button-down 
baseball jersey? But hockey jerseys just work. Hockey 
jerseys are cool. MTV in the 1990s told us so. You can wear 
them to games. You can wear them to the bar. You can wear 
them to work if you have a cool boss. You can wear them to 
a wedding or a funeral or a college graduation or the 
operating room if you’re in Minnesota. Pretty sure they don’t 
even let you into the Saddledome if you’re not wearing a 
Flames jersey. 

And so the NHL will make its biannual cash grab, and 
hockey fans everywhere will grab their cash. Well, maybe not 
everywhere. Have you seen Detroit’s yet? 

Anyway, The Athletic’s Mark Lazerus, Sean Gentille and 
Alex Iniguez — three fashion gurus if ever there were any — 
each ranked all 32 Reverse Retros to come up with these 
unimpeachable, absolutely correct power rankings. Let us 
know how keen our eyes are in the comments. 

32. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Lazerus: 22, Gentille: 32, Iniguez: 32 

Gentille: 

Lazerus: The jersey looks good. But absolutely zero thought 
went into this. F for effort. 

Iniguez: C’mon, do something. Red lettering, pot-leaf 
logo, anything. 

31. Dallas Stars 

Lazerus: 27, Gentille: 28, Iniguez: 28 

Lazerus: Two Reverse Retros, zero Mooteruses. Mooteri? 
Whatever. Bring it back, already! It’s the whole point of these 
things! Also, we really need to stop using black when black 
isn’t one of the team’s primary colors. 

Gentille: It’s Mooteri. Also, at least black used to be one of 
the Stars’ primary colors. I feel like they’re catching a bit of a 
raw deal; none of us actually had them ranked 31st, and yet 
here they are. The concept tracks — it’s their current “Victory 

Green” blended with the black from their first set of post-
Minnesota jerseys. Just nothing to get excited about. 

Lazerus: Love me some Victory Green. I’m actually the guy 
who thinks the Stars’ home greens are the best jersey in the 
league, so maybe I’m not actually qualified for this 
assignment, after all. 

Iniguez: It’s just boring. Some gold might help? I dunno, 
man. 

30. Calgary Flames 

Lazerus: 25, Gentille: 26, Iniguez: 27 

Iniguez: I feel robbed. The Flames have great primary 
uniforms. It feels like they should be able to do something 
more exciting. I guess it’s tough when your two options are a 
variation on the same old “C” and a horse that was already 
used for their last Reverse Retros. 

Gentille: Yep, they couldn’t go back to the Blasty well, since 
it’s now their permanent alternate. The “pedestal” hem stripe 
is back, but I doubt anyone missed it. 

Lazerus: You know those insipid half-and-half jerseys that 
parents wear when their kids play against each other? This 
looks like those, only they did it horizontally instead of 
vertically. But then they also did it with the sleeves. And what 
is that, a belt? A towel tied around the waist? I have no 
memory of the “pedestal,” and now I wish to have it Eternal 
Sunshined from my brain. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Lazerus: 28, Gentille: 23, Iniguez: 26 

Gentille: This was actually my favorite of the two “We’re an 
Original Six team that hasn’t changed our look all that much, 
so let’s do something with stripes” looks. 

Lazerus: Remixing one of the worst retro jerseys of all time 
was a choice. Point for boldness, at least. 

Iniguez: The Blackhawks don’t have a wealth of logos to dip 
into, which hurts their options. But in avoiding repetition, 
they’ve just managed a jersey that looks like it’s missing 
something. 

28. Nashville Predators 

Lazerus: 14, Gentille: 31, Iniguez: 31 

Gentille: It reminded me of the “Ghostbuster” dogs when I 
was a kid, and nothing has changed. Other than the shade of 
yellow, I guess. 

Lazerus: We don’t talk enough about how wild it is that we 
have a team in the NHL called “the Predators.” Anyway, this 
is a cool, scary logo, and there’s a surprising lack of those in 
pro sports. 
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Iniguez: They’re somehow worse than the Smash Ville 
Mouth jerseys. 

27. St. Louis Blues 

Lazerus: 31, Gentille: 22, Iniguez: 20 

Gentille: This one is garish as hell, but it deserved better, if 
only for the source material. It’s based on a prototype the 
Blues’ owners wore a year before the team actually played 
games. 

Lazerus: The Blues have the best third jersey in the league 
by a country mile, and they also have two of the worst 
Reverse Retro jerseys. This is the provel cheese of jerseys. 
It looks weird, and I don’t want it anywhere near my body. 

Iniguez: I’ll defend St. Louis any chance I get, but this is 
tough to defend. Points for effort. 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Lazerus: 29, Gentille: 20, Iniguez: 24 

Gentille: This is a Flyers jersey, and I like Flyers jerseys. 

Lazerus: This is indeed a Flyers jersey. And therefore it looks 
fine. But we’re not looking for fine here. We’re looking 
for fiiiiiiiine. Or fun. This is neither. This is fine. 

Iniguez: *nods* 

25. Seattle Kraken 

Lazerus: 16, Gentille: 27, Iniguez: 29 

Iniguez: Seattle gets points for unveiling a third jersey of any 
kind, but this one misses the mark. Not sure why the Kraken 
didn’t opt for something closer to the Seattle Metropolitans’ 
look here. Lots of ways to go, and we get … this. 

Lazerus: That is… a lot of stripes. I agree with Alex. The 
Metropolitans’ “S” was right there. Of course, so was 
Vladimir Tarasenko. 

Gentille: They should’ve been excluded from the assignment. 
The news release said the crest is “seemingly” submerged in 
the navy blue water. Whatever! 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Lazerus: 19, Gentille: 29, Iniguez: 23 

Gentille: They took the Blue Jackets’ original third jersey and 
inverted the two main colors. That’s teetering on “why 
bother” territory. 

Lazerus: If you look up “meh” in the dictionary, well, you’re 
very strange. But you’d also see this. 

Iniguez: We’re firmly in the mushy middle here, which isn’t 
where you want to be. These uniforms shouldn’t be boring. 
At minimum, they should be a chance to try something new, 
different or controversial. Being boring isn’t fun. 

23. Carolina Hurricanes 

Lazerus: 15, Gentille: 30, Iniguez: 25 

Gentille: You could tell me these were already Canes 
jerseys, and I’d believe you. I love Carolina’s permanent 

black alts, but these don’t do anything for me, even though 
the hurricane warning flags are always a cool touch. 

Lazerus: I’m generally going for kitsch with these, and this is 
the opposite of that. But it’s clean, it’s cool and it generally 
looks great. So it goes in the middle. 

Iniguez: I’m glad they’re not doing another Whalers look. 
That whole deal makes me sad. But this is what we get 
instead. It’s fine. Whatever. Moving on. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Lazerus: 30, Gentille: 24, Iniguez: 14 

Gentille: And here we have the inferior “We’re an Original Six 
team that hasn’t changed our look all that much, so let’s do 
something with stripes” look. 

Iniguez: See, I like this one more than the Blackhawks’ 
striped look. It’s less busy and just cleaner overall. Still 
uninspired, I agree. 

Lazerus: In the immortal words of every Chicagoan ever, 
“DE-TROIT (’s Reverse Retro uniform design) SUCKS.” 

21. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Lazerus: 32, Gentille: 16, Iniguez: 15 

Iniguez: So bad they’re (kinda) good. Bro, the tribal tattoo 
lightning bolts on the sleeves are so stupid I can’t do 
anything but laugh. At least they’re not boring! 

Gentille: I dropped these pieces of artwork directly in the 
middle for a reason. The Lightning get credit for resurrecting 
the world’s worst roller-hockey jerseys — points for 
shamelessness — but I can’t sign off on the entire deal. 

Lazerus: I’ll say this: At least they weren’t afraid to get weird. 
They tried. 

20. Vegas Golden Knights 

Lazerus: 13, Gentille: 15, Iniguez: 30 

Gentille: I liked what they were going for here — a ‘90s-style 
diagonal crest — before I knew there were “glow in the dark” 
elements on the crest that’ll pop when they’re hit with 
pregame blacklight at T-Mobile Arena. 

Iniguez: I had glow-in-the-dark stars on my bedroom ceiling 
as a kid. Never thought to put them on a hockey jersey. 
They’re going with the ‘90s theme, but I would’ve liked a 
more ‘90s color scheme to hammer it home. 

Lazerus: We’re told they “imagined” what a 1995 Knights 
third jersey would have looked like. And it looks pretty cool. 
But Vegas in 1995 was way more garish than this (back 
before every new resort’s theme was BEING RICH). Could 
have had some real, campy fun with it. 

19. Ottawa Senators 

Lazerus: 7, Gentille: 25, Iniguez: 21 

Gentille: Nope. This is just their current jerseys with an older 
set of numerals on the side. 

Iniguez: This is another case where a team just doesn’t have 
much material to work with, so they end up with something 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 22, 2022 

 

generic. It doesn’t look bad, but it doesn’t look exciting in any 
way. 

Lazerus: This violates nearly all my rules for Reverse Retros, 
but it just looks sweet as hell. I’m a hypocrite with no 
standards, is what I’m saying. 

18. San Jose Sharks 

Lazerus: 24, Gentille: 9, Iniguez: 19 

Gentille: Gotta say, was not expecting to be the only one with 
these in my top 10, and I’m surprised it took us this long to 
see a Sharks/California Seals crossover. 

Iniguez: I wanted to like this one more. The colors are good. 
But what’s tripping me up is that it reads like a football jersey. 
The simplicity is there, but maybe it’s too simple. 

Lazerus: This nails nearly all my rules for Reverse Retros, 
but it just looks wonky as hell. I’m a fraud with no moral 
compass, is what I’m saying. 

Gentille: Don’t read the comment section. 

17. New York Islanders 

Lazerus: 18, Gentille: 14, Iniguez: 17 

Lazerus: Deep within my closet, I have a Zigmund Palffy 
jersey from when I was in high school and the Islanders went 
completely insane. I didn’t go so far as to get the fisherman 
logo jersey, but it still had the “wave” (it was more like a 
tsunami) of piping at the bottom. It looks absurd. Yet 
somehow, it’s not as absurd as the angle of the stripe at the 
bottom of this one. But I’m glad the Isles had the guts to go 
with Gorton’s this time around after chickening out last time. 
If the fisherman logo can become cool, literally anyone can 
become cool. Except me in 1996. 

Iniguez: Well, you’re at least moderately cool now, just like 
these jerseys. They didn’t overthink it: A simple design that 
lets the logo do the talking. 

Gentille: One of the key tenets of an alternate jersey is 
making it an alternate to your normal jerseys. Glad to see 
they figured it out while also eliminating the possibility that 
their highlights would give folks seasickness. 

16. Boston Bruins 

Lazerus: 23, Gentille: 19, Iniguez: 7 

Lazerus: I actually don’t mind the brown. But the piping at the 
bottom is ghastly. I’d like so many of these jerseys if I never 
saw the bottom third. Maybe everyone can just wear them 
tucked in. 

Iniguez: I too am down with the brown. The bear looks cool, 
and I’d like to befriend it. The “Bruins” wordmark on the 
shoulders isn’t great, but overall this is a strong look. 

Gentille: The “Pooh Bear” look was one of the original NHL 
third jerseys, so I’m all right seeing it back in action. The 
contrast between brown and black in the bear face hasn’t 
improved, though, so it still looks like a lump of … pooh? Is 
that why they called it that? 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Lazerus: 9, Gentille: 21, Iniguez: 18 

Lazerus: We’re told this is a “dynamic gear” around an oil 
drop, with each “bolt hub” representing one of the team’s five 
Stanley Cups. Sure. Got it. Totally. Still doesn’t explain the 
three teeth? Claws? Stalagmites? Whatever. Looks cool. 

Iniguez: I don’t know what that is, and I’m scared. 

Gentille: I know lots of Oilers fans love the Todd MacFarlane 
logo. I do not. 

14. Arizona Coyotes 

Lazerus: 26, Gentille: 18, Iniguez: 3 

Lazerus: I loved this jersey in purple. I hate it in “sienna.” 

Gentille: Yeah, all this does is remind me that they ditched 
one of the best 2021 Reverse Retro looks. I’m typically All 
Kachina Everything, but this doesn’t work. 

Iniguez: I can’t get enough Kachina, and the desert hue 
works for me. You’re both wrong. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Lazerus: 21, Gentille: 13, Iniguez: 11 

Gentille: I was in college in the D.C. area when the Caps 
ditched this look and went back to red, white and blue. 
Everyone was thrilled. Amazing what 15 years can do. The 
big news here is that they went all-black on the jersey and 
pants, which emphasizes the strengths. 

Lazerus: Do I want to go back to what Washington was like 
in 2005? I do not! 

Iniguez: I’m surprised Sean remembers any of his college 
days. Anyway, the Capitals took their previous Reverse 
Retros and improved them. Good work. 

12. New York Rangers 

Lazerus: 17, Gentille: 6, Iniguez: 22 

Lazerus: Baby blue looks bad when the St. Louis Cardinals 
wear it. It looks bad when the Philadelphia Phillies wear it. 
And it’s going to look bad when the New York Rangers wear 
it. Of course, by the Rangers’ curmudgeonly standards — 
they don’t even have a mascot, for Youppi’s sake! — this is a 
radical jersey akin to playing in tank tops and short-shorts. 

Gentille: This is baby blue? Are you colorblind? Am I 
colorblind? 

Lazerus: *taps imaginary earpiece* I’m being told this is 
“royal blue.” It’s not Rangers blue, that’s all I know. Also, the 
Statue of Liberty is in New Jersey. Just saying. I’ll be deep in 
the cold, cold ground before I recognize the pact of 1834. 

Iniguez: Here’s a radical idea: Statue of Liberty logo, on a 
red jersey. Yes, I know they’re the Blueshirts. No, I don’t 
care. 

11. Winnipeg Jets 

Lazerus: 12, Gentille: 17, Iniguez: 12 

Gentille: Mid. Really missing red here. 

Lazerus: These are sharp. They even Reverse Retro’d their 
kids charity, changing the old “Goals For Kids” patch to the 
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“True North Youth Foundation.” We don’t speak about what 
happened to the “Goals For Kids” kids. 

Iniguez: To me, ranking these No. 12 says more about the 
rest of the league’s jerseys than it does about the Jets’ look. 
Still, they’re clean and inoffensive, which is enough. 

10. New Jersey Devils 

Lazerus: 11, Gentille: 12, Iniguez: 16 

Gentille: I was all set to rank these lower because I didn’t 
understand why they went with navy and gold striping on the 
arms. Then I realized it was a Colorado Rockies reference 
from when the team relocated to Jersey in 1982. Pretty 
thoughtful, especially since there aren’t a ton of other Devils 
looks to pull from. 

Lazerus: Tough to top the Christmas-colors look from last 
time, but these are very solid. 

Iniguez: Not many throwback Devils options, as Sean said. 
Maybe someday we’ll get flesh-colored jerseys with a red “D” 
painted on. 

9. Montreal Canadiens 

Lazerus: 20, Gentille: 3, Iniguez: 9 

Iniguez: I want to like these more than I do. Points for the 
Expos idea, deduction for execution. Still solid enough to 
crack the top 10 on a weak list. 

Lazerus: Interestingly, they don’t even mention the Expos in 
the description. They just call it “Montreal colors.” When it 
comes down to it, this is still just a Habs jersey in a different 
color. It’s like re-using a paper you wrote for a different class 
and changing a few adjectives. It’s still self-plagiarism. 

Gentille: Tough job here; no jersey needs less fiddling than 
Montreal’s, but you still have to try something a little different. 
I think they managed. Also, I’m all for a city’s sports 
franchises adopting similar colors. It’s a shame there’s no 
baseball team to match. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Lazerus: 5, Gentille: 10, Iniguez: 8 

Lazerus: This is just a road version of their 2020 Reverse 
Retros. And I know this again makes me a total hypocrite 
after what I just wrote about Montreal, but I can’t help it. 
They’re gorgeous. 

Gentille: Same deal for me as the Coyotes; they took last 
year’s borderline perfection and messed with it. Now, the 
crest pops a little less, and I like it a little less. 

Iniguez: Uninspired, but it ain’t broke. I like ’em. 

7. Buffalo Sabres 

Lazerus: 8, Gentille: 9, Iniguez: 5 

Lazerus: Sneak a buffa-slug or two on the shoulders and this 
makes the top five. Good logo, good colors. Works a heck of 
a lot better than it did in black and red. 

Iniguez: One trillion percent better than their prior Reverse 
Retro unis, and with a logo that conjures up all sorts of 
nostalgic fuzzies. 

Gentille: We’re now in the “No complaints tier.” This one is a 
reminder of how great white hockey jerseys can look. 

6. Anaheim Ducks 

Lazerus: 3, Gentille: 7, Iniguez: 13 

Lazerus: Old cartoonish logo, current colors. Perfect. That’s 
the assignment. Why is this so hard for everybody? 

Iniguez: The nostalgia is wearing off, and I think I’m getting 
tired of the old Mighty Ducks jerseys, and the color makes it 
worse. I guess we all grow up eventually. Sad times. 

Gentille: I know Anaheim had to use orange here, but I’m still 
docking them points for it. Their primary set of uniforms 
sucks, and it’s sucked for a long time. There’s no reason for 
them not to readopt this look on a full-time basis. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Lazerus: 10, Gentille: 8, Iniguez: 4 

Lazerus: You’ve got a Pittsburgher and two guys with ties to 
Pittsburgh here, so you can’t go wrong bringing back the 
Robo Penguin, which harkens back to the Penguins’ era of 
star-laden dominance. No, not that one. No, not that one, 
either. Yeah, that one. God, Penguins fans are spoiled. 

Gentille: Given how much time I spent watching that logo on 
TV as a kid, it was legitimately disorienting to see it on a 
plain black jersey. I get why they did it. Still weird. 

Iniguez: My main reference point for this logo is the black 
jerseys with the gray-yellow gradient, as worn by Mario 
Lemieux on the cover of NHL 2002. They cleaned it up here, 
and it looks sharp. Easily in my top tier. 

4. Colorado Avalanche 

Lazerus: 4, Gentille: 2, Iniguez: 10 

Iniguez: The colors work. The logo works. It’s clean and 
sharp. So why don’t I like it more? I need some soul 
searching. 

Gentille: I’m probably more into state flag design than the 
average bear, so I love this one. Red-blue-gold also always 
pops. 

Lazerus: Thank goodness there are no NHL teams in 
Maryland, then. But these are superb. Colorado is good at 
this Reverse Retro thing. 

Gentille: This is Maryland Black Bear erasure. 

3. Vancouver Canucks 

Lazerus: 6, Gentille: 1, Iniguez: 6 

Iniguez: All I can see here is Milwaukee Bucks jerseys. 
They’re clean, though. 

Lazerus: You could have given me five guesses as to whose 
logo this is and I probably wouldn’t have picked Vancouver, 
but I love it all the same. This is twice now that the Canucks 
have passed on an opportunity to resurrect the best jersey in 
the history of the sport — the flying skate jersey of the Pavel 
Bure era — but this logo is so damn adorable that we’ll let it 
slide. High hipster appeal with that mustache, too. This one 
will play in Vancouver. 
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Gentille: This one hits every possible note. Johnny Canuck is 
an underutilized logo. The striping is classic. They even 
made the chest numerals work, which is easier said than 
done. I’d wear one of these, and I don’t wear jerseys. 

2. Los Angeles Kings 

Lazerus: 2, Gentille: 4, Iniguez: 2 

Lazerus: I have young children so I’ve had a lot of deep, 
profound conversations about which colors are the best 
colors. Purple is the best color, and every other color pales in 
comparison. More purple, please. 

Gentille: Sir, that is FORUM BLUE. Just kidding. It’s purple, 
anyway, I dropped it a little for that reason specifically. I like 
purple. I like when the Kings use purple. I like when the 
Kings use that version of their logo. It’s just a little … 
predictable for stuff like this. Overall, the design is perfect. 

Iniguez: They don’t call them the Kings for nothing. Crown 
’em. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Lazerus: 1, Gentille: 5, Iniguez: 1 

Lazerus: Take away the chevron-style stripes at the end of 
the sleeves and this is utter perfection. Make it the primary 
uniform yesterday. Only South Florida can get away with the 
baby blue. (Is this baby blue, Sean? I’m all self-conscious 
now.) 

Gentille: Brother, that’s as much baby blue as the retinas can 
handle. I always thought the sun/stick/palm tree crest was 
underutilized on the shoulder. Now it’s the star of the show. 

Iniguez: These jerseys make me want to sit on the beach all 
day sipping daiquiris. They’re fun, unique and make a strong 
local connection. Tough to do much better than that.

 

NHL Power Rankings: What matters — and doesn’t matter — from all 32 starts 
Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

After a lengthy hiatus, The Power Rankings Boys are back in 
town. 

The last time we power ranked each team, “Top Gun: 
Maverick” was dominating the box office and we naturally 
used that as yet another ranking gimmick. So… it’s been a 
while. 

We know you missed us because we missed you too, but for 
the next 30 or whatever weeks we’re not going anywhere. It’s 
you and us, together, ranking every team in the NHL every 
Friday. 

Sometimes we’ll shoehorn an odd gimmick to keep the 
rankings fresh (perhaps one involving an album that released 
today…), but for Episode One of Power Rankings Season 
Three, we’re going to keep it simple. 

After only three-to-five games of hockey, it’s difficult to know 
what matters and what doesn’t for each team. We’re here to 
help with one thing in each direction for each squad. 

Here we go. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 3-1-0 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

What Matters: Andrei Svechnikov turning into a superstar. 

Six goals in four games to lead the league after a hat trick 
against the Oilers. A dominant 63 percent expected goals 
rate. And a plus-three goal differential. It’s enough to lead the 
league in average Game Score so far at 2.85. Yeah, 
Svechnikov has been unreal. 

We’ve been waiting for Svechnikov’s big breakout for a few 
seasons and we’ve questioned whether Carolina has enough 
oomph-per-60 to compete with the league’s other high-end 
teams. In four games, it feels like both questions have been 
answered. This is Svech’s year. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Notorious Canes haters, us, ranking 
them first. 

This is just a placeholder until Colorado, Tampa Bay, 
Toronto, and Florida figure their stuff out. (For the reply guys, 
this is a joke — we like the Hurricanes). 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 3-0-1 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

What Matters: Everything is working. 

Sidney Crosby is still great. Evgeni Malkin looks better. 
Pittsburgh is second in the league in expected goals at five-
on-five (61.93) and has outscored opponents 13-2. Part of 
that is because of Tristan Jarry (.952 save percentage in 
three starts), and part of it is because of a skater group that 
has already seen 12 players score at least once. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Kris Letang isn’t one of those 12 
players. 

His expected goals share is a tidy 65.12 percent. The 
production will come. Maybe he’s happy to cede some of his 
responsibilities to Jeff Petry, who had a monster game 
against Los Angeles on Thursday night. Letang has carried 
too much of the load on Pittsburgh’s right side for too long. 
Petry can help. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 2-1-1 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 4 

What Matters: Alex Newhook’s slow start. 

The Avalanche have big shoes to fill at second-line center 
and Newhook was going to be the first guy to get a crack at 
it. Through four games he has no points and has one of the 
worst expected goals rates on the team. The team said he 
would get a very long audition in the role, but early returns 
suggest he isn’t quite ready. Until he is (or they find someone 
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else to fill the role), this team’s forward group is looking a lot 
thinner than last year. 

What Doesn’t Matter: October, November, December, 
January, February, March. 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are going to make 
the playoffs. They have a 98 percent chance at it. The only 
thing that matters is what happens starting in April, especially 
with the likelihood of the Avalanche having a high seed once 
they get there. The next six months are just one long practice 
for these guys. 

4. New York Rangers 

Record: 3-1-1 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 3 

What Matters: Balance, balance, balance. 

The Rangers are racking up points despite Igor Shesterkin’s 
crummy stats (.901 save percentage, 29th in the league in 
goals saved above expected). We know how good their 
power play is, but five-on-five production was an issue last 
season until bringing in some (since departed) trade deadline 
reinforcements. So far this year, they’re top-10 in expected 
and actual goals percentage. That’ll play. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Igor Shesterkin’s crummy stats. 

He’s too good to worry about. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Record: 4-1-0 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

What Matters: David Krejci’s return. 

The Bruins’ 4-1-0 start is only surprising if you weren’t paying 
attention. The Athletic’s official position as mandated by The 
Cult of Dom’s Model was that the Bruins would still be good. 
Krejci returning to the fold was a big part of that. Through five 
games the veteran center has five points while performing 
well at five-on-five. It’s like he never left. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Injuries. 

Some people really thought the Bruins would go 2-18-0 to 
start the season without Brad Marchand, Charlie McAvoy 
and Matt Grzelcyk. That’s not how this sport works, baby. 

The 4-1-0 start is a bit surprising given the losses, but it 
helps getting big-time contributions from someone like AJ 
Greer who has started the season with three goals and five 
points in five games. That won’t last, but it’s a nice boost for 
now for a team that needed its depth players to step up. 

6. Calgary Flames 

Record: 3-1-0 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

What Matters: Nazem Kadri, as advertised. 

Adding Kadri completed a (not entirely planned) offseason 
overhaul for Calgary, and he’s held up his end of the bargain. 
With him on the ice at five-on-five, the Flames have 

outscored opponents 3-2; out-attempted them 56-35; out-
chanced them 34-18 and controlled nearly 67 percent of the 
expected goals 

What Doesn’t Matter: That loss to Buffalo. 

The Sabres are fine, and the Flames were due a bit of a dud 
after three wins over Western Conference contenders 
(Colorado, Edmonton, Vegas) to start the season. Not a big 
deal. 

7. Florida Panthers 

Record: 3-1-0 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 7 

What Matters: Matthew Tkachuk starting strong. 

There were questions about how Tkachuk would look away 
from Calgary’s system and high-powered top line. So far so 
good with six points in four games and a 56 percent 
expected goals rate. The biggest thing though is how many 
individual chances he’s generating. His 3.3 expected goals 
ranks third in the league. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Defensive depth, apparently. 

Florida’s defense looked like the team’s fatal flaw from the 
get-go. Now with Aaron Ekblad out for a while, it’s going to 
be put to a major test. We’ll see how it goes, but it’s a bold 
call for a team with contending aspirations to trot out Gustav 
Forsling and five dudes. Defensive depth should matter, but 
the Panthers clearly don’t think so. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 4-1-0 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 10 

What Matters: So far, so good in net 

Logan Thompson is top 10 in save percentage (.938) and 
GSAx (3.3). No team had more riding on a less proven 
goaltender. Backup Adin Hill had a nice night against 
Winnipeg on Friday, as well. If this is going to work for 
Vegas, they’re going to need consistently decent play from 
their goalies. 

What Doesn’t Matter: The salary cap. 

Look inside your heart: Would you really be surprised if 
February rolled around and they weren’t making a run at 
Patrick Kane? 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 2-0-0 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 9 

What Matters: The upcoming schedule. 

We want to talk about how good the Blues are, we promise 
… but it’s hard to do that after only two games. Two games 
against the Oilers over the next week and one against 
Nashville should do the trick. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Everything because they’ve only 
played two games. 
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It is funny that even after two games the Blues numbers at 
five-on-five are exactly as expected: lots of goals, not as 
many expected goals. Still, even with this being an example 
in small sample size madness, there’s a line for too small a 
sample. Two games qualifies. Call us next week for Blues 
takes. This week, we’ve got nothing. Blame Gary. 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 3-2-0 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 11 

What Matters: Goaltending, no matter how much they’d 
rather it didn’t. 

Matt Murray — a historically ineffective, injury-prone starting 
goalie — has been ineffective and injured. Shocking! Now it’s 
up to Ilya Samsonov and Erik Källgren to drive the bus, and if 
the Leafs aren’t the five-on-five juggernaut we all believed 
them to be, there will be some white-knuckle rides. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Auston Matthews’ shooting 
percentage. 

It’s 4.2 — more than 12 points below his career average. 
That’s jumping up at some point very soon. He doesn’t look 
himself, but he’s also healthy, supremely talented and a 
month past his 25th birthday. He’ll be back. 

11. Dallas Stars 

Record: 3-0-1 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 8 

What Matters: Jake Oettinger hasn’t slowed down since his 
“A Star is Born” playoff moment. 

Oettinger was a brick wall during the postseason last year, 
looking like a future elite netminder for Dallas. He’s picked up 
right where he left off to start and we like his odds of keeping 
that up. Through his first three games, he’s already saved 
4.8 goals above expected with a .966 save percentage. He’s 
arrived. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Mason Marchment having six points in 
four games. 

The models love him and he was top 10 in points-per-60 last 
season. We don’t care. We refuse to believe he’ll keep this 
up and continue looking like one of the league’s absolute 
best power forwards as the models seem to suggest he is. 

Then again … he also did this. So maybe he will score 120 
points this year after all. 

12. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 1-3-0 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 13 

What Matters: The names at the top of the roster. 

Nikita Kucherov Steven Stamkos, Victor Hedman, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and Brayden Point can stay on autopilot for as 
long as they want. They know what they’re doing. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Most of what they do from now until 
March. 

Not all of it — the depth players need to prove themselves 
over the course of the season — but the underlyings are 
good enough to assume they’ll round into shape in the near 
future. All this group has to do is make the postseason. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 2-2-0 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 14 

What Matters: Connor McDavid wants a Rocket Richard. 

McDavid has that gene where if he wants to, he will. He has 
the talent to win the goal-scoring title if he really wants to and 
this year he feels like he wants to. Five goals in four games? 
That’s a decent start. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Bad Jack Campbell starting the 
season. 

With Jack Campbell, you know what you’re getting — you 
just don’t know when. Sometimes he will look like one of the 
best goalies in the world. Sometimes he will look like the 
worst. To start, Edmonton is getting the latter. That’s OK. 
The other version will show up eventually. 

14. New York Islanders 

Record: 2-2-0 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 15 

What Matters: A normal October. 

Last season, the Isles opened their schedule with a 13-game 
road trip while they waited for UBS Arena to open. By the 
end of it, they were out of gas and four games into an 11-
game skid. Nothing got better from there on out. So far, the 
season has been welcomely uneventful. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Mathew Barzal’s linemates. 

The early returns on linking him with Kyle Palmieri are solid 
enough, but that didn’t work out particularly well last season. 
It’s past time to figure something out there. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 1-3-0 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 16 

What Matters: An improved power play. 

The Wild were 18th last year with the man advantage. This 
year they’re clicking at 41 percent and while that likely won’t 
last, their top five expected goals rate so far is extremely 
encouraging. Minnesota is generating 11 expected goals per 
60 on the power play this year, up from 6.5 last year. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Going 0-3 to start the season. 

When the goalies can’t make a save, it’s going to be hard to 
win games. The Wild couldn’t buy a save in the opening 
three games and that’s not enough to write the team off. This 
is still a group that came into the year with very high 
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expectations and once the goaltending normalizes they 
should find themselves on the right track. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 3-3-0 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 18 

What Matters: Their goaltending. 

It’s too early to overreact to any statistical extremes — we’ve 
said it several times already and will say it several times 
more — but Jonathan Quick and Cal Peterson could be a 
problem. They’re not going to combine for an .870 save 
percentage all season long, but the Kings need every point 
they can get in a sneaky-strong Pacific Division, and at least 
one of those guys is going to have to be better. 

What Doesn’t Matter: The first line’s learning curve. 

In a little more than 50 minutes together, Anze Kopitar, 
Adrian Kempe and Kevin Fiala have controlled about 42 
percent of the expected goals. Actual goals are 5-5. Those 
players are too good to hover around mediocrity for all that 
much longer. 

17. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 2-2-0 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 20 

What Matters: Their expected goals percentage. 

After four games, no team has controlled the scoring chance 
share as much as the Devils at 71 percent. It’s early, but 
that’s a very strong signifier that this team is ready to take a 
big step forward. They’re dominating the puck. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Their save percentage. 

Yes, their goaltending is atrocious. But it’s not .845 atrocious. 
Last year, for context, they were at .881 and this goaltending 
duo, as bad as it is, is not as bad as last year’s group. 
MacKenzie Blackwood already looks like he’s starting to turn 
things around. As long as the team keeps dominating at five-
on-five, passable goaltending is good enough. They’ll be 
better than .845 for the year. 

18. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 2-0-1 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

What Matters: No pointless nights. 

Is that easy when you’ve only played three games? Sure, but 
the Wings are 2-0-1, Dylan Larkin is making huge plays and 
Moritz Seider is showing signs of leveling up. All is well. The 
point streak won’t last forever, but Detroit should be relevant. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Andrew Copp’s start. 

It’s horrendous — Detroit is getting outshot 30-9 with their 
big offseason addition on the ice with a sub-28 expected 
goals rate — but Copp is too good to be this bad. Will he hit 
the offensive marks we saw last season? Maybe not. Doesn’t 
matter. 

19. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 3-1-0 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 17 

What Matters: Rasmus Dahlin is ready to take the next step 
toward stardom. 

Cale Makar, Adam Fox, Charlie McAvoy, Miro Heiskanen, 
Quinn Hughes — business is booming for the next 
generation of young defensemen. Is Dahlin finally ready to 
take the leap into that stratosphere? His start suggests he 
just might be after scoring a goal in four straight games, an 
NHL record. He’s been excellent at five-on-five too. He’s the 
only Sabres defender above 50 percent in expected goals. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Their record. 

Sorry, not buying it. Buffalo has 65 percent of the goals but 
just 47 percent of the expected goals. The latter number is a 
middling team which would be a nice step for the Sabres — 
and it’s close to where we’ve ranked them — but the former 
isn’t indicative of much just yet. 

20. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 2-2-0 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 22 

What Matters: Avoiding the slide. 

Things looked dodgy for the Sens at the onset, but they’ve 
normalized with a 53 percent expected goals rate that’s 
directly in line with their actual goal percentage. Most 
importantly, they’ve won two straight and avoided the sort of 
season-starting crater that’d make everyone forget that fun 
offseason reeeeeal quick. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Jake Sanderson’s lack of experience. 

Everything is right where it should be for the 20-year-old 
defenseman. He only has one assist so far, but a 63 percent 
expected goal rate and a 20-7 edge in on-ice high-danger 
chances is about the best you could expect. Now all they 
need is another defenseman or two. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Record: 2-3-1 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 24 

What Matters: Power play regression. 

Last year, the Predators had the league’s sixth-best power 
play after years of struggling with the man advantage. That 
looked like a mirage with their low-scoring chance rate so it 
should come as little shock that the team’s biggest issue 
right now is a market correction on the power play. Nashville 
is 31st with a 30th-ranked expected goals rate. Not good. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Early struggles for Filip Forsberg, Matt 
Duchene and Roman Josi. 

Nashville’s best skaters were a big reason the Predators 
were a playoff team last season. All three have gotten off to 
slow starts, but that shouldn’t last. Forsberg, Duchene and 
Josi are all getting out-chanced at five-on-five and not 
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producing, but knowing them, they should turn it around in 
short order. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Record: 2-3-0 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 23 

What Matters: The injury list. 

Connor Brown, who opened the season on Washington’s 
first line, is going to miss significant time with a leg injury. 
Tom Wilson and Nicklas Backstrom are still out, and will be 
for a while. The Caps have no choice but do their best to 
max out their shot this season, but none of this is boding 
well. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Baseball-batting a dude in the face, 
apparently. 

23. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 2-2-0 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 23 

What Matters: They’re getting dominated at five-on-five … 
again. 

Look, it’s just four games — but the problem with this team 
has long been their five-on-five play. With a new coach, 
you’d hope to see an uptick to start. Nope. A 44 percent 
expected goals rate with the team struggling in particular on 
offense. That they won both games with Nikolaj Ehlers and 
lost both games without is part of it, sure, but if you were 
hoping this was a playoff team the start isn’t ideal. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Any David Rittich start. 

This team, with all its defensive flaws, will live and die by 
Connor Hellebuyck. Losing 5-2 to Vegas with Rittich 
starting? Who cares. Hellebuyck is rocking a .922 save 
percentage right now and has already saved two goals 
above expected in three games. That’s what counts. If he’s 
on his MVP vibe, this team has a shot. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 3-1-0 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 21 

What Matters: Wins aside, they’re getting stomped at five-on-
five. 

John Tortorella has already helped drag this team to six 
points. That’s what he does. Still, plenty of signs point to 
Philly being just as bad as everyone figured they’d be; 
they’re third worst in the league in expected goal percentage 
and 32nd in scoring chance percentage. 

What Doesn’t Matter: The fan base’s wants and needs. 

Chuck Fletcher still has a job, correct? 

25. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 1-2-2 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 25 

What Matters: Goaltending, still. 

The Kraken have out-chanced opponents to start the year, 
but again are off to a slow start with just one win in five 
games. It turns out that the goaltending hasn’t magically 
fixed itself as Philipp Grubauer has an .851 save percentage 
while Martin Jones is at .873. Woof. That’s still going to be a 
problem, huh. 

What Doesn’t Matter: A hot start on the power play, and slow 
start on the penalty kill. 

On the power play, the Kraken have the seventh-best goal 
rate, but the second-worst expected goal rate. On the 
penalty kill, the Kraken have the third-worst goal rate, but the 
seventh-worst expected goal rate. Isn’t early-season 
wackiness fun? 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 2-3-0 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

What Matters: Johnny Gaudreau’s linemates. 

Patrik Laine scored in Game 1 and hurt his elbow within 
seconds, or so it seemed. Justin Danforth and Gustav 
Nyquist have taken his place on a line with Gaudreau and 
Boone Jenner. Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm, they 
are not. Gaudreau has six points in five games anyway; if he 
keeps up that pace with that support, god bless him. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Nick Blankenburg’s size. 

He’s an undrafted, 5-foot-9 defenseman who just played in 
his ninth NHL game, and he was awesome. Good for him. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 3-2-0 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 27 

What Matters: Arber Xhekaj having the best nickname in 
hockey. 

Most losing seasons — which the Habs will likely have this 
season — don’t usually have a lot of fun moments. Montreal 
is bucking that trend early with three wins in five games to 
start, but the most fun is happening off the ice with 
newcomer Arber Xhekaj. He’s played just five career NHL 
games and already has the best nickname in the league. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Any of these wins. 

The Canadiens are, perhaps inexplicably, 3-2-0 to start the 
season which is truly incredible given their makeshift defense 
corps. Take it with a grain of salt though, this team is still a 
lottery contender and their underlying numbers point to 
impending losses in their future. It’s been a fun start, but this 
was still the league’s worst team last year for a reason. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 1-3-1 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 29 

What Matters: That Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry mesh. 
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Heading into this season, they’d barely played together. Let’s 
see what they can do; the Ducks will be a lot more 
interesting — and Pat Verbeek will feel a lot better — if it 
works out. 

What Doesn’t Matter: John Klingberg’s slow start. 

Anaheim’s big offseason addition hasn’t done much in his 
first four games — two assists, one on the power play, and 
five-on-five numbers that are basically as bad as the rest of 
his teammates. Doesn’t matter. He’s a right-shot 
defensemen with offensive ability on a one-year deal. He’ll 
retain some level of trade value no matter how bad he is. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 1-2-0 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 28 

What Matters: Jonathan Toews’s trade value growing. 

It’s really early, but Toews looks rejuvenated to start the 
season and if he keeps it up, he will be one helluva trade 
chip for the Blackhawks. Patrick Kane will command a lot in 
return, but if Toews proves he can still be a top-six caliber 
center, he might be able to fetch Chicago a decent return as 
well (with salary retention, of course). 

What Doesn’t Matter: Anything this team does on the ice. 

The Blackhawks are openly tanking this season and have 
only played three games so far. That means 79 more 
miserable games that we should not have to pretend to care 
about. If the franchise doesn’t, we shouldn’t either. 

30. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 0-3-2 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 32 

What Matters: They’re going home. 

Vancouver wasn’t supposed to be down here, as part of The 
Tank Brigade, at any point this season — let alone after five 
games. Bruce Boudreau’s postgame media sessions are 
getting sadder by the day. Not a lot of positive stuff going on 
with them. They almost beat Minnesota on Thursday? They 
didn’t blow a multi-goal lead? At least the road trip is over. 

What Doesn’t Matter: J.T. Miller’s putrid start 

Don’t get the wrong idea here; it’s not good. He was on the 
ice for 12 of Vancouver’s first 18 goals against, plus Kirill 

Kaprizov’s OT winner on Thursday. But when you’re signed 
for eight more years, what are five measly games, really? 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 1-5-0 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

What Matters: That they might be bad enough to contend for 
Connor Bedard after all. 

Before the season started it really looked like the Sharks 
would be in tough to truly enter the Bedard sweepstakes 
considering the competition and their slightly more 
competitive roster. Guys like Tomas Hertl, Timo Meier and 
Erik Karlsson would make it difficult to be as bad as 
necessary. After starting the season 0-5-0 though, that 
theory is looking unlikely, especially with how poor the 
Sharks look at five-on-five. The blue line in particular looks 
dire. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Their perfect penalty kill. 

The Sharks are one of four teams with a perfect penalty kill, 
an impressive feat considering they’ve played more games 
than the other three teams. San Jose has killed off 20 
straight chances to start the season, and while the Sharks 
had an elite penalty kill last season, their expected goals-
against rate was top 10 last year too. This year they’re below 
average to start. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 1-3-0 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 30 

What Matters: That they’re as bad as they’re supposed to be. 

There were moments in their season opener against 
Pittsburgh when the Coyotes looked … frisky. Not good, but 
frisky. As for that Leafs game? It’s a perfect October game. 
Stuff happens. But on balance, this team still looks like one 
primed to lose, and lose relentlessly. They’re already at a 
minus-9 goal differential and have the worst expected goals 
rate in the league. All systems go. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Who lands Jakob Chychrun.  

Doesn’t matter to the Coyotes, at least. Just move the guy so 
everyone can get on with their lives.
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Mailbag #39: Through The First Four 

Hot start or a new level for Necas? Who has been the 
surprise? What's changed? 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are 3-1 through 
the first four bouts of the season and have two more contests 
remaining on their five-game west coast swing. 

Before the team hits the ice Saturday in Calgary, let's answer 
some questions. 

Martin Necas. Hot start or do you think he has leveled up his 
game? - @CaniacZach / @DashaBoss5 

As nice as it would be to say definitively that he has taken his 
game to new heights, I'd be lying to you if I said anything 
other than that it's too soon to tell. 

Undoubtedly what #88 has done through four games has 
been special, but we all know that there's 78 more to go 
before things really get real. 

With seven points already, he's buzzed around like the team 
knew he could when they selected him at #12 overall in 
2017. It's certainly nice to see his confidence coming back 
along with his production. 

Who's the surprise standout so far this season? - 
@OneTrueZach / @lognburns 

It's hard not to say Necas here, but for the sake of shining 
light onto someone else, how about Jalen Chatfield? 

Although it was a small sample size with the big club last 
season, his performances, paired with a spectacular 
campaign in Chicago (AHL), felt as if they primed him for 
some more minutes with the Canes this season. But I'm not 
sure how many people realistically expected him to play on 
opening night, let alone the following three consecutive 
games. 

Calvin de Haan, Dylan Coghlan and Ethan Bear are 
legitimate NHL defensemen that have proved they can play 
at this level. And while we know that Rod Brind'Amour has 
said things will likely continue to change on the third pairing, 
it certainly speaks volumes about his play that Chatfield 
hasn't come out yet. 

Kudos to him, I hope we get to see his strong showings 
continue. 

Main contributing factors to what seems to be an overall 
much more consistent Canes team? Burns, the perfect fit 
and what we needed? - @jturn_23 

Much like the answer to the Necas question above, I think it's 
important we don't get too ahead of ourselves just yet. 

Yes, the team looked strong in preseason. Yes, they've 
looked good in three out of four regular season contests thus 
far. But we've got a long ways to go before we declare them 
a much more consistent club. 

Perhaps I'm looking at it through the wrong lens as well, but 
what are we comparing them to being more consistent to? 
Last year's team? The one that won 54 games and posted a 
franchise record 116 points? 

Don't get me wrong, I'm an optimist and if you asked me if I 
think that the team has a chance to top both of those 
numbers this season, I'd say yes. As we know though, 
optimism and reality are two different things. 

If they are to set new records again this year, it certainly 
seems that Brent Burns will play a big factor in that. He's 
contributed in the first handful of games and there's hope 
that there will be even more to come once he is more settled 
in. It takes time to acclimate to any new job, and while he's 
such an elite player that he's looked good early on, there's 
plenty of reason to believe that it's only going to get better. 

Roster moves aside, obviously, what is the most noticeable 
change you have seen in the team thus far? Whether it be 
physicality to mentality, I am genuinely curious to see if 
someone else is thinking the same way I am. - 
@YamisamOfAsura 

The answer to this question, again, depends on what we're 
comparing the change to. Are we talking this time last year? 
Are we talking since the end of last season's playoff run? 

If we look at what led to the team's demise against New York 
in Round Two of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, there were three 
factors that stood out to many. First, the health of the team's 
netminders. Second, some of the team's top players 
struggling to find the back of the net. And third, special 
teams. 

How many, if any, of those three things can be changed right 
now? 

Well, the goaltenders have been healthy to start the season, 
but as we know, injuries can happen at any time. Please 
knock on the nearest wood to you at this time. 

Some of the team's top dogs have been performing through 
four games, and while it is important to win games now, it's 
still something that is going to have to be evident when the 
postseason rolls around. 

As for the power play, back-to-back games of multiple power 
play goals suggest that there's no major cause for concern at 
the moment, but again, it will still have to be productive in 
April, May and June for the team to achieve the ultimate 
goal. 
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How are they different from this time last season? 

As the adage goes, everyone's a year older and everyone's 
a year wiser. 

This time last year Jesperi Kotkaniemi was in the infant 
stages of learning where he'd fit in with the team, what role 
he'd play and how Rod Brind'Amour's systems operate. Now, 
he's in a very important second line center role. Things that 
he was learning in October of 2021 are coming to him 
second nature now. 

Although you had said roster moves aside, I still think it's 
important to note that the team is different because of Brent 

Burns and Paul Stastny. It's not always easy to go out and 
add key veteran contributors. Max Pacioretty, who remains 
sidelined due to his Achilles injury, is still around the team on 
an everyday basis in Raleigh as well. There's a way that 
those men carry themselves and go about their business that 
has impacted the team. 

There's an understood feeling that this team is one of the 
leading candidates to compete for the Stanley Cup in a few 
months. However, they know that there's a lot of work to be 
done before they can cross that bridge.

 

 

 

 

NHL Reverse Retro jerseys: Ranking each team's newest look for their 2022-23 season 
alternate sweaters  

The NHL unveiled a new round of Reverse Retro uniforms, 
and some teams did better than others 

By Austin Nivison  

The NHL has released its latest round of Reverse Retro 
jerseys, and that means it is time to overreact online. To be 
fair, more teams than usual hit it out of the park with these 
uniforms, but there are still some stinkers out there. 

As we all know, nostalgia is a very powerful agent, and the 
common thread for the big winners on this round of Reverse 
Retro jerseys was that they all played the hits. Now is not the 
time for deep cuts or trying to reinvent the wheel. 

The teams that failed in this latest exercise tried to do too 
much - or seemingly didn't do much at all. Still, those were 
somewhat few and far between. 

The Good 

Florida Panthers 

The Panthers are one of few teams that have crushed both 
versions of the Reverse Retro jerseys. Using baby blue as 
the primary color was an excellent idea, and the palm tree-
hockey stick combo was an underrated secondary logo for 
years. Once the Panthers take the ice in these, it will be 
underrated no more. 

Vancouver Canucks 

I'm a sucker for a hockey logo wherein the mascot is actually 
playing hockey. The Canucks delivered on that front and 
gave me a fantastic color scheme. The number on the front 
of the jersey may bother some, but not me. All I see is a cool 
lumberjack playing some puck. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers have a classic logo, but I have a soft spot for the 
frozen oil drop. I think it's fun, and Edmonton was able to 

give it a bit of an update by throwing some orange in there. 
This was an easy win, and the Oilers didn't mess this up. 

Colorado Avalanche 

The Avs are another team with two great Reverse Retro 
looks. They do have a lot of good material to work with 
between the Quebec Nordiques and the Colorado state flag. 
Having said that, the Avalanche have still executed well, and 
I think this jersey will look great when they're dropping six 
goals on their opponent. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

I prefer the Penguins' current logo (see: Vancouver 
Canucks), but the realistic penguin isn't bad by any means. 
Besides, any logo worn by Jaromir Jagr and Mario Lemieux 
will bring back a flood of nostalgia. Beyond the logo, this is 
just a sharp jersey. 

Los Angeles Kings 

The Kings have some of the worst regular jerseys in the 
NHL, but their stable of alternates stacks up with any other 
team's. They added to that with the newest Reverse Retro 
look. The crown is a good logo, but the purple and yellow 
color scheme takes it to another level. Just make these the 
permanent road uniforms. 

New Jersey Devils 

These don't get me into the holiday spirit quite like the Devils' 
first Reverse Retro jersey, but this one also stands out as 
one of the best. New Jersey has an iconic logo, so no need 
to change anything up there, and the Rockies colors work for 
me. If the Reverse Retro series has taught us anything, it's 
when in doubt, turn to the team you stole from another city. 

Winnipeg Jets 

The Jets can go back to this well every time they make a 
new alternate jersey, and I'm going to love it every time. The 
throwback logo with the current colors gives Winnipeg an icy 
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look, and it will be especially striking during whiteouts at the 
Canada Life Centre. 

Buffalo Sabres 

The buffalo head is not quite as intimidating without the red 
and black color scheme, but the Sabres actually embraced 
the spirit of the Reverse Retro concept. They brought back 
an old look with a bit of a modern twist. They get points for 
that, and the buffalo head remains one of my favorite 
ridiculous logos in all of sports. 

Boston Bruins 

The Pooh Bear logo is one of the most polarizing in the NHL, 
and frankly, it does look pretty bad on its own. However, the 
entire thing comes together in such absurd fashion that it just 
works. Besides, if a team simply recreates a jersey that was 
popular when I was young, they've got me on the hook. If 
you were sensing a theme throughout these rankings, that's 
it. 

St. Louis Blues 

I can't help but like everything the Blues do with their 
uniforms. Their color scheme is one of the NHL's elite, and 
their throwback looks always seem to land. This jersey does 
the trick, and I like using yellow as the primary color to 
change things up a bit. 

Montreal Canadiens 

This is really just the Canadiens usual jersey in different 
colors, but two things make that acceptable in my eyes. For 
starters, these are Montreal Expos colors, which makes this 
very cool. Secondly, the powder blue looks fantastic. 
Montreal went simple, and it paid off. 

Washington Capitals 

In the sake of full disclosure, I am a hypocrite. Later in these 
rankings, I will criticize other teams for taking its last Reverse 
Retro jersey and just changing the colors. The Capitals did it 
here, but this jersey is gorgeous, and that outweighs their 
laziness. 

New York Rangers 

The Lady Liberty jerseys are some of my favorite alternates 
in NHL history. The Rangers went that route on their first 
Reverse Retro jersey, but they kind of messed it up by going 
with dark navy all over, except for three stripes on the arm. 
This time, they brightened up the blue and used more red in 
the sleeves, and they hit a home run. 

New York Islanders 

I do not need to look beyond the logo to know that I love 
these Islanders jerseys. The people wanted fish sticks. They 
gave us fish sticks. After completely botching their first 
Reverse Retro uniform, the Isles have absolutely redeemed 
themselves. 

Nashville Predators 

Allow me to take off my objective journalist hat and set it to 
the side for this one. The mustard cat was widely panned 
when it made its debut in 2001, and I defended it until the 
day it was retired and beyond. This jersey has become a cult 

classic in Nashville, and now a new generation will fall in love 
with the high fashion that is the mustard cat. 

Calgary Flames 

This is catching some hate online, and I don't exactly see 
why. Sure, I was hoping for a white Blasty jersey with the 
throwback colors, but I kind of like this look as well. Also, it 
gives me Zebra Stripe vibes, and that is a quality gum. 

The Bad 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

This jersey looks fantastic. It's gorgeous. It might be my 
favorite that Toronto has released in a while. Having said 
that, there is not much Reverse Retro about this. It feels like 
the Maple Leafs skirted the assignment here, so I have to 
take points off for not taking a bigger swing. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Speaking of teams with good jerseys that are being 
punished, the Ducks have given us a white Mighty Ducks 
jersey with their current disgusting color scheme. They 
already have one of these in orange, and while I do like this 
one more, Anaheim is in timeout until it fully embraces its 
Mighty roots. 

San Jose Sharks 

When I heard the Sharks were going to go with a California 
Golden Seals theme, I got very excited. Then they debuted 
these, and I was a little underwhelmed. I wanted to love 
these, but I just can't for some reason. Maybe it's the stripes 
into the armpits. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

These are far from the worst jerseys that were unveiled 
today, but I think diagonal letters jumped the shark with C-A-
N-E-S (more on that later). From now on, the Rangers and 
Penguins are the only teams that can do diagonal letters. 
Vegas has a decent alternate logo. Just slap that in the 
middle of the jersey. 

Arizona Coyotes 

I like that the Coyotes have gone back to their kachina 
jerseys, and I really liked their last Reverse Retro look. 
However, they just took that one and made it worse. The lack 
of purple in favor of a more realistic desert look is what sinks 
this jersey in my eyes. 

Dallas Stars 

This is an upgrade over the Stars' last Reverse Retro 
jerseys, but it still falls somewhere in the bottom half of the 
league. I like the old logo, but it was lacking something, and 
at first I couldn't put my finger on it. Then I realized Dallas 
committed a major blunder by not making the striping and 
border of the jersey into the shape of a star, as it did in the 
past. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Essentially, the Canes already took their bad road jersey and 
made it a home jersey. Carolina followed the formula of 
harkening back to the team you stole last time, and it 
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worked. The Hurricanes decided to blaze their own trail this 
time, and it led them off a cliff. 

Minnesota Wild 

Did you love the Wild's original Reverse Retro jersey? Do 
you want the exact same thing in green? We have the jersey 
for you. 

Ottawa Senators 

The Senators have already made the switch back to this logo 
full-time, and they have a black home jersey. Ottawa simply 
added worse numbers and obnoxious striping. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Every year, it seems like a team forgot they had to turn in a 
new jersey and just threw something together at the last 
minute. This time, it was the Flyers. This just seems like a 
basic road jersey, but I have to give them credit for adding 
Cooperalls to the ensemble for warmups. 

The Ugly 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The Lightning went for it with the old storm uniform. I 
appreciate them going bold and swinging for the fences. 
That's more than I can say for other teams on this list. 

However, this is a bad jersey. It has always reminded me of 
a roller hockey uniform, and nothing will ever change that. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Talk about a team in need of a rebrand. I feel for Adidas here 
because the Blue Jackets have a bottom-tier NHL logo. 
Columbus already has an incredibly mediocre home jersey, 
and this didn't elevate it at all. 

Seattle Kraken 

The Kraken have all of 87 games of history, so they didn't 
have much to work with on this one. The team did call back 
to the Seattle Ironmen with the two-tone look, but give me 
something more. Use the alternate logo. Give me a full 
kraken. On the bright side, the Kraken have some of the best 
uniforms in the league already. Keep wearing those. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Where are the Blackhawks from? Oh, yeah... 

Detroit Red Wings 

Where are the Red Wings from? Oh, yeah...
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The Carolina Hurricanes Are Cup Favorites Despite a Difficult Schedule 

Adam Proteau explains why he picked the Carolina 
Hurricanes to win the Stanley Cup despite getting a difficult 
schedule to start the season. 

By Adam Proteau 

When THN.com’s web team answered 20 fantasy questions 
last week, it was intriguing to see where there was significant 
agreement on certain topics. Two of the topics that always 
pique the attention of readers are the Presidents' Trophy 
picks and the Stanley Cup champs. 

This year, one team stood out as the most popular pick to be 
the NHL’s best regular-season team: the Carolina Hurricanes 
were chosen as the Presidents’ Trophy pick by four of the 
nine web contributors who answered the questions. With two 
votes, the defending Cup champion Colorado Avalanche 
were the only other team that received more than a single 
vote as the Presidents’ Trophy winner.  

As it happens, this writer was not one of the four who voted 
for the Canes. But there’s a more important question we 
answered that Carolina fans will appreciate – the “who wins 
the Cup?” pick. We were one of two contributors (the other 
was friend and colleague Lyle Richardson) who picked the 
Hurricanes to win their second Cup in franchise history.  

The Canes weren’t the most popular pick to win the Cup – 
that designation went to the Tampa Bay Lightning, who 
garnered three votes, and really, there’s a solid case to be 
made there – but when you look at the start of the 2022-23 
campaign and see how balanced, fast and skilled Carolina 
really is, you feel confident this is an organization on the 
verge of doing impressive things come playoff time.  

The schedule-maker hasn’t been particularly kind to the 
Hurricanes to start the year – six of their first eight games are 
on the road – but in their first three games, Carolina has 
handled their business and beat three lesser teams 
(Columbus, San Jose and Seattle) that they have no 
excuses not to beat. This isn’t easy, as Toronto Maple Leafs 
fans will tell you this year.  

But the road to a championship isn’t getting easier for 
Carolina. In their next dozen games, other than Buffalo and 

Philadelphia (both of who have had decent starts to the 
season), 10 games are coming against teams that have 
designs on long playoff runs: two games against Edmonton 
and one game apiece against Calgary, Vancouver, the New 
York Islanders, Washington, the Lightning, Toronto, Florida 
and the Avs. The positive vibes of their 3-0-0 start to the year 
quickly could disappear if they don’t play well.  

But given that they’re led by one of the best coaches in the 
game today in Rod Brind’Amour, do the Canes look like a 
team that won’t be focused and ready to win many more 
games than they lose? Not to us, they don’t.  

In all three wins, they’ve allowed only one goal and 
generated 11 goals on offense. They showed they could 
come from behind when they beat San Jose 2-1 on a goal in 
the final two minutes of regulation. In their season-opener, 
they gave up the first goal of the game, but scored the next 
four goals to handily put the Blue Jackets away 4-1. And in 
their latest game, Carolina built an early lead on the Kraken 
and never looked back, winning 5-1. There haven’t been 
meltdowns, erratic behavior or letdowns from goalies 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. It couldn’t have gone 
much better for them, and there’s no reason to suspect 
there’s a regression ahead. 

Of course, cynics will point to Andersen’s lack of playoff 
success as a reason to worry about Carolina’s post-season 
chances, and that’s not unfair. This is a show-don’t-tell 
business, and Andersen has to show people he can stay 
healthy and thrive at the most important time of year before 
everyone buys into him as a true difference-maker.  

But until then, the Hurricanes are likely to be the gold 
standard for teams in the regular season. Their depth at all 
positions is terrific. Their defense corps is big and talented. 
They’ve got a goalie tandem many other teams would be 
happy to employ. Not all of THN’s contributors see them as a 
Cup-winner, but most of us see them as a team to reckon 
with, at one time of year or another. Anything less would be 
one of the biggest surprises of the season.
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Where Are They Now: The Historic 2019 USA NTDP Squad 

The 2019 USA Hockey National Team Development 
Program had 17 players drafted into the NHL. Tony Ferrari 
digs into where the draftees are at now. 

By Tony Ferrari 

The 2019 NHL draft will be remembered for the domination 
of the USA Hockey National Team Development Program. 
They set a new record with eight first-round picks and 17 
players selected in total. Nearly the entire team was selected 
in what was an unprecedented draft class from a single club.  

Their domination of the draft started early and often. Seven 
of the top 15 picks were from the NTDP squad. They had the 
first overall pick and a run of four straight picks from 12th 
overall to 15. It was a banner night for USA Hockey and the 
development plan they’ve laid out for the nation’s best 
players.  

Kicking off the fourth season since that draft, let’s dive into 
where all of their drafted prospects are now from Jack 
Hughes at first overall to sixth-round pick Marshall Warren.  

Jack Hughes, C, New Jersey, First Overall 

Hughes is one of the biggest breakout candidates for this 
NHL season. We’ve seen him take over games at times over 
the last two seasons with the New Jersey Devils. He’s 
showcased his talents as a number-one pick by driving 
offense at a level that the Devils’ desperately needed prior to 
his arrival. His elite skating ability has translated into him 
being one of the game's preeminent transition players.  

Hughes’ playmaking and puck skill are evident just about 
every time he’s on the ice, but it’s his goal-scoring that has 
begun to take him to the next level. Despite dealing with 
injuries last season, Hughes set career highs with 26 goals 
and 56 points in just 49 games.  

It’s safe to say the U-18 NTDP captain is on the way to living 
up to his potential. The Devils have found their franchise 
player for the next era, signing him to an eight-year, $64-
million deal early last season.  

Alex Turcotte, C, Los Angeles, Fifth Overall 

The second player taken from the NTDP in the 2019 draft 
hasn’t quite been able to get his NHL career going as of yet, 
largely due to injury and inconsistencies. After an impressive 
26-point performance in 29 games as a freshman at the 
University of Wisconsin, Turcotte made the decision to turn 
pro.  

His AHL career has been a bit up-and-down. He's been 
productive when in the lineup, but he's dealt with a few 
injuries since signing his entry-level deal. He hasn’t played 
more than the 35 games played split between the AHL and 
NHL last season, which has made developing properly a bit 
more difficult. 

Turcotte started this season back on the injury list, dealing 
with a concussion that he sustained in the AHL playoffs last 
year. Things are looking up though as he is back on the ice 
with the Ontario Reign, albeit in a non-contact jersey. A first 
step towards getting back to action.  

Trevor Zegras, C, Anaheim, Ninth Overall 

The ninth overall pick from the 2019 NHL draft has done 
nothing but become the face of the game in a lot of ways. 
He’s become known for his highly skilled and creative 
offensive plays, such as the lacrosse goal and the flip pass 
from behind the net, and he is quite literally the face of the 
game – named an NHL 23 cover athlete with Sarah Nurse on 
the EA Sports staple.  

Zegras finished second in Calder Trophy voting last season 
and was named to the NHL’s All-Rookie team at year’s end. 
Even though his NHL career just beginning, he’s already 
established himself as one of the game’s most marketable 
stars. Despite not being on the NHL All-Star Game roster, he 
was invited to All-Star Weekend and put on a show in the 
shootout competition.  

His highlight reel from his rookie season was absolutely 
marvellous to watch. Zegras’ skill is remarkable, and his 
personality emanates on and off the ice. Whether he’s doing 
a post-game or intermission interview or making magic on 
the ice, Zegras is one of the NHL’s most entertaining players. 
What does he have in store for his second full NHL season?  

Matt Boldy, LW, Minnesota, 12th Overall 

The Wild seem to have found a gem of their own at 12th 
overall. Boldly stepped into the NHL last year and tore it up, 
taking Minnesota to a new level offensively. He had instant 
chemistry with Kevin Fiala, who was traded to the Los 
Angeles Kings during the off-season. Had he been called up 
to the NHL a bit sooner, his scoring pace (70 points over a 
full 82 games) would have led to a more realistic chance at 
the Calder Trophy.  

With a hot start so far this season, Boldly is proving that his 
success was far from reliant on Fiala doing much of the 
work. Boldly has one of the more mature approaches to the 
game, looking like a veteran when it comes to his board play 
and ability to create space for himself. Minnesota will be 
relying on him to be a major offensive piece moving forward. 

Spencer Knight, G, Florida, 13th Overall 

Fresh off signing a three-year deal worth $13.5 million that 
will kick in next season, Knight will be looking to take a 
bigger share of the crease in Florida this season. He played 
in 32 games as a rookie last season, and he had a quick stint 
the year before following his sophomore NCAA season.  

His Boston University career was spectacular with a Hobey 
Baker finalist nod to his name to go with numerous 
conference accolades and success on the international stage 
at the world juniors as well. At just 21 years old, it’s rare to 
have a goalie as young as he is with experience in two prior 
NHL seasons. Knight has shown up in big ways at every 
level he’s played at, and it just seems to be a matter of time 
before he takes the majority of the starts in Florida, even if 
they have a $10-million goalie in Sergei Bobrovsky already in 
tow.  
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Cam York, D, Philadelphia, 14th Overall 

After two successful seasons at the University of Michigan, 
York signed his entry-level deal to join Philadelphia as they 
looked to infuse their lineup with young talent. Unfortunately 
for York, he hasn’t been able to get into the NHL lineup full-
time, primarily playing at the AHL level since turning pro.  

He was close to making the team out of camp this year but 
was sent down to play big minutes and further develop his 
game with the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. He managed to get 
into 30 games at the NHL level last year, and he should find 
his way into a few more than that this year, especially once 
the Flyers regress after their hot start. If the Flyers face 
injuries or move bodies at the trade deadline, York would 
likely be one of the first names elevated to the NHL squad.  

Cole Caufield, RW, Montreal, 15th Overall 

What a rollercoaster ride Caufield’s career has been so far. 
He joined the Habs in the 2020-21 season and helped lead 
them to the Stanley Cup final with 12 points across 20 
games. Caufield seemed to be poised for a massive 
breakout last season. Unfortunately, then-Montreal coach 
Dom Ducharme had other plans.  

Caufield’s playing time and role fluctuated and he yo-yoed 
from NHL to AHL and back. Caufield’s season changed for 
the better when Ducharme was let go and Martin St. Louis 
was brought in as the new coach.  

As a fellow short king, St. Louis had an understanding of 
Caufield, and the young Hab has been as dangerous as just 
about any young player in the game today. He had one goal 
prior to the switch and 22 afterward. This season, he is a 
point-per-game player, and looking as if challenging 40 goals 
isn’t out of the question in St. Louis' more open and offensive 
system. 

John Beecher, C, Boston, 30th Overall 

Beecher never seemed to get his game going offensively 
with the University of Michigan through three years there, but 
after signing his entry-level deal with the Bruins at the end of 
last season, he looked much more dangerous at the AHL 
level. He was a bit buried offensively at Michigan, but he’s 
been given room to run in Providence.  

He wasn’t really a challenger to the NHL roster this season 
as the Bruins are looking to go on one more Cup run with the 
aging core, but Beecher should be given plenty of 
opportunity in the AHL. He’s struggled to keep pace at times, 
but he has the physicality and shooting talent to be a good 
pro.  

Alex Vlasic, D, Chicago, 43rd Overall 

The 6-foot-6 defender plays a solid shutdown role and 
matured quite well over three seasons in college with Boston 
University. He signed with Chicago after his NCAA season 
ended last year and played 15 games with the NHL club, 
looking as capable as anyone Chicago rostered on the back 
end last season.  

This year, he’s begun his campaign in the AHL as the club 
isn’t in a rush to get their young players into the NHL lineup. 
Vlasic is an intimidating force defensively because of his 
size. While his mobility has improved since draft day, he will 

need to continue to ramp it up as he makes his way through 
the pro ranks. Expect to see him at the NHL level this year 
again.  

Drew Helleson, D, Colorado, 47th Overall 

Sent to the Anaheim Ducks in a trade that netted the Avs 
defender Josh Manson last season, Helleson signed with the 
Ducks late last season and began his pro career in AHL San 
Diego. While he plays a defensive game primarily, everything 
Helleson does on the ice is a product of his mobility.  

His offensive game matured in the NCAA, but he likely won’t 
become a high-flying modern defender. Rather, he plays a 
smart and simple game, moving the puck to his skilled 
linemates. His willingness to take a back seat to those who 
can generate more creative offense allows him to focus on 
transition and defensive play.  

He’s with the San Diego Gulls to start this season but could 
very well find his way onto the NHL roster if injuries strike.  

Domenick Fensore, D, Carolina, 90th Overall 

Now in his fourth NCAA season with Boston University and 
wearing the captain’s ‘C’, Fensore is one of the more gifted 
offensive defensemen to come out of the NTDP in recent 
years. Had he been a couple of inches taller, he very likely 
could have been a late first, early second-round pick. Alas, 
the 5-foot-7 defender is taking his time toward the NHL.  

Fensore popped off and was just under a point-per-game 
player last season at the NCAA level and has exceeded the 
mark early this year. The offensive side of the puck was 
never the question though. It’s his defensive game that's still 
spotty at times. He has the skill and mobility, but can he 
overcome his diminutive stature?  

Henry Thrun, D, Anaheim, 101st Overall 

Thrun is a solid two-way defender who's in his third NCAA 
season after taking a year to go play in the USHL – he spent 
his sophomore campaign there since Harvard shut down 
play during the pandemic. Thrun isn’t the most agile or gifted 
defender, but he understands how to manipulate opponents 
in the offensive zone to open passing and shooting lanes. 
While his offense isn’t expected to completely translate, 
some of it should and that’s a welcome sign for the improving 
Ducks. 

Case McCarthy, D, New Jersey, 118th Overall 

Another Boston University athlete, McCarthy is in his fourth 
season with the school. Now an alternate captain, his 
defensive style of play has looked quite good at the NCAA 
level, but there are worries as to whether he can translate 
that to the NHL because of the pace of the pro game. He 
loves to throw a big hit, but if he gets caught chasing in the 
pros, he could find himself stuck in the AHL.  

Owen Lindmark, C, Florida, 137th Overall 

Lindmark is a hard worker who could find his way to the pro 
ranks because of it, but he will need to improve his offensive 
skill with the University of Wisconsin this season. He lacks 
finishing ability, and his passing game is fairly basic. He 
profiles as a bottom-six energy guy at the next level and 
could sign with the Panthers or in the AHL after this season. 
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An improved offensive game would go a long way to 
ensuring that he gets a contract.  

Judd Caulfield, RW, Pittsburgh, 145th Overall 

The University of North Dakota product found a bit of a goal-
scoring touch last season, but it’s his defensive game that is 
his calling card. He could wind up being a bottom-six 
defensive specialist, the kind that Pittsburgh routinely turns 
into sound NHLers. Caulfield is a big-bodied forward who 
grinds along the walls and moves bodies defensively, so the 
path to a pro career is there for the young American.  

Patrick Moynihan, RW, New Jersey, 158th Overall 

Moynihan is a skilled and versatile forward who can do a bit 
of everything. He was just about a point-per-game player at 
Providence as a sophomore but took a bit of a step back 

from a production standpoint last season. He will look to get 
back to his scoring ways a bit more this season as a senior 
in the NCAA. The Devils could use him as a bottom-six 
scoring option down the road or energy forward who can chip 
in from time to time.  

Marshall Warren, D, Minnesota, 166th Overall 

Although slightly undersized at 5-foot-11, Warren is a smart 
defender who can do a bit of everything. He has the puck-
moving ability and puck skill to generate offense when 
asked. He also has the play recognition and mobility to 
defend well, particularly on the rush. Many were shocked 
when he was the final defender taken from the NTDP in 2019 
as so many thought he was one of the better three or four 
blueliners who played for the squad that year.

  

 

 
 

Wolves Fall to Manitoba Moose 5-2 

ROSEMONT, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves’ Anttoni Honka 
scored his first career American Hockey League goal and 
veteran Mackenzie MacEachern also had a goal but it wasn’t 
enough as the 2022 Calder Cup champions fell 5-2 to the 
Manitoba Moose on Friday night. 

“I think everyone wants to just do a little too much,” veteran 
Wolves forward Brendan Perlini said after the Wolves’ 
second loss in as many contests. “Once the games start 
coming a little bit thicker for us things will be a little bit 
simpler out there and hopefully a little bit easier.” 

The Moose raced to a 3-0 lead early in the second period at 
Allstate Arena on scores by Wyatt Bongiovanni, Mikey 
Eyssimont and Jansen Harkins before Honka lit the lamp. 
The 22-year-old defenseman scooped up a loose puck deep 
in the Moose zone and ripped a shot from the right circle 
past the stick of Manitoba goaltender Oskari Salminen. 
William Lagesson and Jamieson Rees earned assists on the 
play. 

Manitoba sealed the deal midway through the third when 
Nicholas Jones scored shorthanded and Henri Nikkanen 

found the empty net. MacEachern notched his first goal of 
the season for the Wolves in the waning seconds. 

“It’s frustrating not getting results,” Wolves coach Brock 
Sheahan said. “We’re not playing fast enough, we’re not 
putting enough pucks behind them and we’re not wearing 
them down. We’re kind of waiting for the game instead of 
initiating. We have to get to that tempo, that pace to wear a 
team down.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov (22 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
Chicago while Salminen (17 saves) picked up the win for 
Manitoba (2-0-1-0). 

Next up: The Wolves are back in action Saturday night when 
they travel to Rockford to take on the IceHogs in the 
season’s first road contest. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.
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‘They certainly have the chops’: The third party at Calgary's arena 
negotiating table 

 

Brodie Thomas9-11 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

A journalist who specializes in the politics of sports venues says the city’s 
decision to hire CAA ICON as part of its negotiations with Calgary 
Flames ownership could be a good move, if the city tasks them with 
asking for the right things at the table. 

The City of Calgary announced Wednesday it has formally restarted talks 
with Calgary Sports and Entertainment Company on building an event 
centre in the city. It also announced it had hired CAA ICON to do the 
negotiating. 

The previous event-centre deal collapsed in late 2021 after the owners 
walked away, in part due to escalating costs. 

Michael Thompson, general manager of infrastructure services for the 
city, said CAA ICON has been retained as a “deal structure adviser.” 

Neil deMause is a Brooklyn, N.Y.-based journalist and co-author of the 
book Field of Schemes: How the Great Stadium Swindle Turns Public 
Money into Private Profit. He also maintains a website that reports on 
ongoing arena and stadium politics across North America. 

deMause said CAA ICON is well known in the sports business world, 
most recently for completing an economic impact study for the Buffalo 
Bills’ proposed new stadium. 

“They certainly have the chops if Calgary wants them to go in and play 
hardball and say, ‘Okay, find those reasons why we shouldn’t have to put 
up a whole lot of money for an arena, and why we should kick this back 
over to the Flames’ owners,’” he said. 

He said it entirely depends on the mandate they’re handed. 

“Are they tasked with finding a way to keep the costs to a reasonable 
level, or are they tasked with trying to find a way to get a deal done? 
Because those are two very different goals,” said deMause. 

On its website, CAA ICON bills itself as “the industry-leading owners 
representative and strategic management consulting firm for 
public/private sports and entertainment facility owners and operations, 
professional franchises, and leagues.” 

They provide services including project management, strategic advisory 
and feasibility and planning. 

ICON was at the table for the Edmonton Oilers’ owners Katz Group as 
they negotiated with that city on what would become Rogers Place arena 
and the Edmonton ICE District. 

Calgary previously worked with CAA ICON on the Calgary Convention 
Centre, where the firm provided advice on food contracts. 

ICON is under the umbrella of CAA — Creative Artists Agency — which 
is considered one of the big four talent agencies based in Los Angeles. 
Its portfolio of music stars includes names such as Ariana Grande, Diana 
Ross and Eric Clapton. The firm also represents many comedians and A-
list movie stars. 

CAA also has a sports arm representing players in all major league 
sports, including the likes of Sidney Crosby and Seth Curry. 

While CAA ICON bills itself as working for team owners, deMause said 
that’s because teams are generally the parties that have more money to 
spend on consultants. He doesn’t see why they can’t go to bat for the city 
in these talks. 

deMause said Calgary may not be in the best position going into the talks 
after the owners previously walked away. He said it feels a bit like bad 
parenting skills on the part of the city. 

“It’s like when your child is suddenly saying, ‘No! I need more!’ and you 
go back and say, ‘Okay, how much more?’ instead of explaining 
sometimes it’s going to be yes, and sometimes it’s going to be no.” 

However, he also believes the city is better off having a knowledgeable 
consultant at the table. deMause said cities are generally “terrible 
negotiators” when it comes to sports deals because their experts are not 
as knowledgeable about the sports entertainment industry. 

His advice to Calgary would be to look for a share of the revenue 
streams. He said just looking for vague promises of economic impact or 
tax lift isn’t enough. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 22, 2022 

 

He said the gold standard in good deals for taxpayers was the now-
demolished Minneapolis Metrodome, which was built with taxpayer 
dollars in the 1980s and paid off mainly through a generous share of the 
concession stands proceeds. 

Afternoon sun casts shadows north of the Scotiabank Saddledome on 
Wednesday. The city has announced that Calgary Sport and 
Entertainment Corporation has re-entered negotiations for a new arena in 
the area. 

'Fresh start': Formal arena talks are back on between city, Flames 
corporation 

Rendering of the proposed Calgary event centre, which was to replace 
the Scotiabank Saddledome, released on Oct. 29, 2021.  

Cost to close failed arena deal rings in at $16.8 million 

A 2003 article in the Wall Street Journal said the Minnesota Vikings 
owners bemoaned their 10 per cent share of $5 million worth of 
concession sales in 2002, arguing it was the worst deal in that league. 
The rest of the money went to the Metropolitan Sports Facilities 
Commission, which owned and operated the dome on behalf of the 
public. 

“You have to really go in with cold eyes and look at that stuff and say, 
‘Okay, what are we actually getting out of this that we would not get out 
of it otherwise?” said deMause. 
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‘It was a crazy night’: Flames prospect Ciona reigns as WHL’s player of 
week 

 

Wes Gilbertson8-11 minutes 22/10/2022 

 

How do you follow up a six-point pop-off? 

That’s the next challenge for Calgary Flames forward prospect Lucas 
Ciona, the Western Hockey League’s reigning player of the week. 

The Seattle Thunderbirds left-winger is coming off a herculean 
performance. In his last outing, he scored a hat-trick and assisted on 
three more. 

Whoa. 

“I actually had this conversation with a couple of my buddies and a 
couple teammates, too … ” Ciona replied when asked if he has any 
history of six-point pile-ups. “I think I had one big night in bantam. I think I 
was 14 years old and I had six or seven assists and a goal that night. 

“But you don’t even think about that playing in The Dub. It’s just so much 
harder. To even put up a three-point night, it feels special. So to do that, 
it was just … Wow. It was a crazy night.” 

The Thunderbirds are back in action Saturday against the Spokane 
Chiefs. 

The bad news for the opposition is that Ciona seems to only be gaining 
steam. 

The Flames’ power-forward project — a sixth-round pick in the 2021 NHL 
Draft — started the season with a point apiece in each of his first three 
games. 

He launched his player-of-the-week candidacy with a pair of helpers 
against the Medicine Hat Tigers. 

Next, he hung three points on the Edmonton Oil Kings in a rematch of the 
2022 WHL Final. 

That, as it turns out, was merely the warmup for his offensive outburst at 
the expense of the Everett Silvertips. He was plus-6 in an 11-3 romp. 

Ciona, who turns 20 in January, leads his team with 14 points in a half-
dozen dates so far. That’s an average of 2.33 per night. 

Better yet, the Thunderbirds remain undefeated. 

“I think it’s just coming back from camp in Calgary and staying at that 
high level,” Ciona reasoned. “I mean, you go to camp and you bring your 
level up and your compete level up, so it’s about bringing that back to 
Seattle and staying at that pace and bringing everybody else with you. 
We had, I think, seven guys go to camps so a big thing we were saying 
to one another was, ‘Keep our compete, keep our level up and then 
everybody will stay on that same track.’ 

“We, as a team, have been playing really well and I think it has a lot to do 
with guys coming back and keeping that really high intensity up.” 

The Thunderbirds were the surprise story of the 2022 WHL playoffs, and 
Ciona a breakout springtime standout. 

He notched the series-clinching goal in a second-round upset and 
extended the championship slugfest with the winner in Game 5 in his 
hometown of Edmonton. Just as important as any of his nine tallies, he 
played a tenacious, tone-setting style that he knows will be crucial to his 
hopes of reaching the highest level. He’s a big dude at 6-foot-3 and 222 
lb. and is at his best when he’s throwing all of that around. 

“I play a pretty heavy hockey game and I feel like I’m part of a little bit of 
a dying breed,” Ciona said. “They were talking about (Montreal 
Canadiens rookie) Arber Xhekaj and how there used to be 10 of those 
guys on every team and now there’s probably only 10 guys in the whole 
NHL like that. I think I can bring a huge edge to the game, be very heavy 
and tough to play against. Definitely, throughout those playoffs, you could 
tell it was really wearing on teams when myself and other guys on our 
team were just playing such a heavy hockey game and getting to the 
dirty areas, getting to the front of the net. 

“You always hear about how hard it is to win and to get so far in the 
playoffs and this past year was just a huge learning lesson. Just going 
through it, it was like, ‘Wow, we have to dig 10 times deeper than we 
ever have to just get one win out of the way.’ It was a ton of fun and 
definitely something to take into this year and my future hockey years.” 

While Ciona is driven by another shot at a league title, it’s not the only 
item on his wish-list for this campaign. He also needs to earn an entry-
level contract offer from the Flames. 

He spent close to a month of his abbreviated off-season in Calgary, 
hitting the ice four days a week with skating coach Danielle Fujita. 

He was pleased with his performance at main camp, which concluded 
with a taste of life in the bigs. When the Flames travelled to Seattle for an 
exhibition against the Kraken, Ciona was on the charter, except his was a 
one-way ticket. He was formally reassigned to junior the following day. 

“That was a little different than the nine-hour bus rides we get here in 
Seattle in The Dub,” Ciona said with a chuckle. “The food was all very 
nice and you get your own full three-seat row to yourself. It was kind of 
an eye-opener and you’re like, ‘Oh wow, this is pretty cool.’ 

“And then you’re told it’s not even the best plane that they fly on and 
you’re thinking, ‘How can it get better than this?!?’ ” 

How can it get better than this? 

After that six-point splurge, that’s the next challenge. 
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Lucic’s key to longevity? ‘Don’t lose that little kid inside of you’ 

 

Wes Gilbertson9-11 minutes 22/10/2022 

 

Sometimes, it’s the simplest of advice that really sticks. 

Several seasons on, and with another career milestone now in his 
rearview mirror, Milan Lucic will never forget these wise words. 

“I remember Dean Lombardi said to me when I was playing in L.A., ‘Don’t 
lose that little kid inside of you,’” Lucic reminisced, referring to the former 
general manager of the Kings. “That’s something that I’ve always lived by 
ever since he said it to me, and that’s what I still try to do.” 

Lucic is capable of a brand of big-boy hockey that few can match. Earlier 
this week against the Vegas Golden Knights, the Flames’ fourth-line load 
shoved off Alec Martinez almost like he was brushing aside a younger 
sibling, all while using his other arm for a one-handed dish to one of his 
buddies at the offensive blue-line. 

That little kid inside, however, could be the key to longevity for a guy who 
has found a way to remain valuable in a reduced role. 

If you’re counting campaigns, this is sweet sixteen for Lucic at the 
highest level. If you prefer games played as the measure, Thursday’s 6-3 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres marked 1,100. Across the NHL, only 14 active 
skaters have logged more regular-season appearances. 

“Obviously it’s something that I’ve always wanted to do from what I 
remember as a kid and still it is the only thing I want to do,” said Lucic, 
now 34. “I think that’s why I am grateful to be in this position and be 
playing in the NHL in a regular role. Fortunately, I’ve been able to stay 
healthy for most of my career. I haven’t missed a lot of games. And 
coming to the rink every day with a great group of guys, it makes it a lot 
of fun, and that’s something that I wanted to work on this summer is just 
kind of the mental approach of it, being grateful, being humble and look 
forward to it and being happy. 

“When you sit back and look at it all and put it in perspective, you are 
lucky to live the life we do and get to live the dream that we do. This is 
your reality on a day-to-day basis and it is awesome, so I just want to 
keep doing it as long as I can and keep making it a positive thing in my 
life.” 

And, of course, to be a positive impact for the Flames, whether that’s in 
swinging momentum or mentoring teammates. 

The volume at the Saddledome is cranked up whenever Lucic has one of 
those shifts where he seems determined to hit everything in sight. It’s 
only louder when somebody lights the lamp or when Chris Sutter busts a 
move. 

“I think Looch is skating as good as I’ve ever seen him skate,” said Brett 
Ritchie, one of his sidekicks on the Flames’ fourth unit. “He’s excited. 
He’s hungry. Like a lot of us, we want to prove to the rest of the league 
that we’re a team that can go farther than we did last year. 

“Obviously, throughout his career, he’s been a monster. He’s playing like 
a monster right now.” 

Gone are his days as a first-line force and a power-play mainstay, like he 
was when he hoisted the Stanley Cup with the Boston Bruins in 2011. 
While some struggle with that fade from star status, Lucic deserves credit 
for finding a fit further down the depth chart. 

He has led the team in hits in each of his three campaigns in Cowtown, 
and a sideways glance and a sneer from No. 17 is often enough to 
disperse the would-be tough guys from a scrum. 

He is a respected voice in the locker-room, with Darryl Sutter often 
referencing his leadership. 

In the home-opener, he made a terrific pass to Ritchie to set up Calgary’s 
first snipe of the new season. 

“Just play my game and do whatever I can to help the team,” stressed 
Lucic, now averaging about 10 minutes per night. “If I play for goals and 
assists, it’s usually when things don’t go the way that I want and I get 
frustrated and all that type of stuff. The mentality for the last little bit, 
maybe since I’ve been in Calgary and kind of revived myself, was playing 
to win and everything else takes care of itself. That’s the same type of 
thing individually that I need to do and bring every day is playing to win 
and setting that tone and then guys usually tend to follow. That is kind of 
where I’m at.” 

As insightful away from the ice as he can be intimidating on it, Lucic was 
chatting with reporters last week about the evolution of Stanley Cup 
rings. 

As he put it, “they just keep getting bigger and bigger.” 

In Boston, he remembers the legendary Johnny Bucyk would wear his 
championship bling every day. “Now, they’re becoming more trophies 
than they are rings.” 

That doesn’t mean he doesn’t want another one. That is a big part of 
what drives him … that, and the little kid inside. 

Lucic and his wife Brittany have three children of their own. Valentina, 
Nikolina and Milan Jr. are often spotted around the rink. 

“To win it, that’s what you play every year for. It’s one of those things, 
once you feel it, as time goes on, you want it more because you want to 
relive that feeling,” Lucic said. “You see that I try to bring my kids out as 
much as I can to be a part of it all. When I won, I had just turned 23 in 
June so I won it as a young kid. I wasn’t married, didn’t have a family, all 
that type of stuff. So that’s another big part of my motivation is to share 
that moment and have that moment with them. That’s something I use, 
as well.” 
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Canucks notebook: Luke Schenn not holding a pity party, Jack Rathbone 
ready for home opener 

 

Ben Kuzma9-11 minutes 22/10/2022 

 

'The first 60 games, there have been 28 comeback wins and that boils 
down to a lot of teams not playing the right way and that something we 
need to be a lot better at.' — Luke Schenn. 

Luke Schenn has two Stanley Cup rings and a singular resolve to make 
an impact every night. 

The hulking Vancouver Canucks defenceman isn’t a speedster, but he 
gets to places quick enough to make life miserable for the opposition. He 
hits like a truck and his 20 hits through five winless games — two off the 
National Hockey League lead — are a continuation of the 273 hits he 
landed last season when he finished fourth overall. 

In Schenn’s world, if you’re not playing your role, you’re not playing a part 
in getting the club out of a 0-3-2 start and won’t be a factor in the 
Canucks’ home opener Saturday against the Buffalo Sabres at Rogers 
Arena. Especially if you want to hold a pity party because personal points 
or team wins aren’t there. 

“If you start feeling sorry for yourself and getting down and living in the 
past — and there are a lot of could have, would have and should have — 
the more you focus on that is counter productive,” the 32-year-old 
Schenn said Friday following a team off-ice workout. 
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“Positivity is a big thing.” 

The back end was signalled out by the new hockey operations 
department for a lack of structure and zone exits even before the puck 
dropped this season. And there were enough coverage gaffes on the first 
road trip to raise a red flag, but Schenn is convinced that the good has 
far outweighed the bad on most nights. 

“It’s funny,” added Schenn. “As much as people talk about it, and I’ve 
been hearing about it for the last 10 to 15 years about how much the 
game has changed and it’s all about speed and offence, the one 
common denominator at the end of it is that defence wins. 

“As much as people think you need a high-flying offence, plays off the 
rush and puck possession, defending wins championships and that’s 
taking care of pucks and the front of the net.” 

Schenn admits that aspect of the game is one the Canucks need to 
embrace better, but it’s not just a problem here. 

Maybe it’s because it’s still early. Or, maybe those high-flying offences 
with an accent on youth, speed and creativity are putting defencemen on 
their heels and making it harder to win board battles, defend down low 
and cleanly transition out of the zone. 

“I watch a lot of games around the league and there’s a lot of bad 
defending going on and lots of blown leads,” observed Schenn. “The first 
60 games, there have been 28 comeback wins and that boils down to a 
lot of teams not playing the right way and that’s something we need to be 
a lot better at.” 

Rathbone on game radar 

Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau said Friday that defencemen Riley 
Stillman, Tucker Poolman and Travis Dermott were still being evaluated 
which suggested that Jack Rathbone would likely make his regular-
season debut Saturday. 

“He’ll probably be in,” confirmed Boudreau. 

Stillman may have suffered a concussion Thursday on a heavy shoulder-
to-chin hit from Minnesota forward Joel Eriksson Ek that took him out of 
the game. Poolman has battled past migraine issues and Dermott 
suffered a training-camp concussion. 

As for Rathbone, 23, building on a solid rookie American Hockey League 
season is crucial. 

Rathbone was briefly hospitalized after absorbing a devastating check 
Feb. 16 in Bakersfield, Calif. He also had a shoulder injury and COVID-
19 diagnosis, but his 40 regular-season points (10-30) in 39 games 
proved a willingness to take his game to another level. He projects as a 
future second-unit, power play quarterback at the NHL level. 

Rathbone’s 1.03 points-per-game and 19 power play assists were fifth 
among league defenders, and he was named to the AHL all-rookie team. 
He even had a Gordie Howe Hat Trick — goal, assist, fight — to 
demonstrate a feisty determination that the 5-foot-11, 190 pounder packs 
in being a fourth-round pick in 2017. 

“He has improved dramatically in his reads in the D-zone with time and 
space, and being able to defend in all situations to give him a chance to 
be adaptive,” Canucks senior development director Ryan Johnson, who 
doubles as Abbotsford’s general manager, told Postmedia. “He’s a 
competitor. He has faced everything with a smile on his face and he 
keeps coming back stronger. 

“I don’t think we’re anywhere near his ceiling yet.” 
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Canucks: Bruce Boudreau's belief in positive thinking put to test in home 
opener 

 

Ben Kuzma10-13 minutes 22/10/2022 

 

"We’ve gone through the parenting where you’re tough on them and then 
build them back up. It’s not like you’re playing like crap and waiting for 
something really bad to happen." — Bruce Boudreau. 

Hockey players are superstitious by nature. 

One look at Bruce Boudreau on Friday and it would have been easy to 
assume that the former National Hockey League plugger turned head 
coach was providing visual evidence that he was attempting to change 
the fortunes of his winless 0-3-2 Vancouver Canucks. 

However, even though Boudreau was sporting enough beard growth to 
give the superstition narrative some legs, it wasn’t the case. 

“No, no,” said Boudreau. “My wife gave me crap about that last night. 
She said: ‘I never want to see you on TV again without shaving.’ So, I’ve 
got to wait to get home tonight (and shave).” 

How the Canucks collect themselves for their home opener Saturday 
against the fast-starting Buffalo Sabres is something of significance.  

“I’ve been through this all before and the playoffs aren’t won in October,” 
added Boudreau. “I always look at things in a positive light or at least I try 
to. We’ve gone through the parenting where you’re tough on them and 
then build them back up.  

“It’s not like you’re playing like crap and waiting for something really bad 
to happen.” 

NEXT GAME 

Saturday 

Vancouver Canucks 

7 p.m., Rogers Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM650 

The Canucks held an off-ice workout Friday and then held court. They 
said all the right things about deserving a better fate on their trip. 
However, a 2-for-19 power play operating at a paltry 10.5 percentage 
and allowing two short-handed goals, plus coughing up seven goals on 
17 penalty kills for a miserable 58.8 per cent efficiency, are anchors that 
could drag them down. 

“We just went through a lot of clips of the last game and there were so 
many positives,” stressed Boudreau. “It’s a process that if we keep doing 
the right things, these losses will turn into wins and they’ll stay wins for a 
long time. 

“Our emotional part is good. It’s not like we’re going out and losing 6-1 
every night and outplayed. We’re right there until the end in every game 
we’ve played. There are things that we’re doing so much better than a 
week before and I’m really excited about what’s coming up.” 

Last October, the Canucks were buoyed by an opening 3-2-1 road trip, 
but then dropped their home opener 3-2 to the Wild. The highlight that 
night was Bo Horvat collecting five shots and scoring with 4:07 remaining 
in regulation time to give his club a chance. 

The tough loss would prove the sporting prophecy about being good 
enough to compete, but not good enough to win. 

The Canucks then lost three-straight, one-goal games at Rogers Arena. 
A 2-4-2 homestead started the downward spiral to three blowout road 
losses and an 8-15-2 start to signal significant change within the hockey 
operations department. 

Boudreau wasn’t here for that start, but was present in mid-March when 
the Canucks couldn’t score first to set the tempo to keep post-season 
hopes alive. They ranked 30th in first-period goals, but what they’re going 
through now seems different. 
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Establishing multi-goal leads on the road trip said something about 
commitment, but failing to close the deal said just as much about 
sustainability and lost confidence and waiting for the other skate to drop. 

“We’ve been waiting not to lose rather than playing to win,” admitted 
Boudreau. “There’s a confidence factor in the third period, but if you get 
one win it will start to turn around.” 

There have been positives. 

• Elias Pettersson looks more engaged, more dangerous and has a 
three-zone presence. His three goals and six points — he could easily 
have three more goals if not for clanging crossbars and posts — is a 
product of being stronger on pucks and getting a heavier and more 
accurate shot away. That 87 flex on his stick that’s less whippy is 
helping. 

• Horvat has four goals and continues to be a beast in the face off-circle 
(56.9 per cent) and a new threat on the penalty kill in a pairing with 
Pettersson. 

• Quinn Hughes logged 27:14 on Thursday in Minnesota to rank second 
among all players with 27:19 of average ice time per outing. He was also 
fourth in even-strength ice time and fifth in total minutes, but it wasn’t 
enough in a 4-3 overtime loss to the Wild, who were also winless 
entering the encounter. 

“We don’t want him to play that much, but you get situations in a couple 
of games where we’ve gone down to five defencemen and he’s playing 
more than he should,” said Boudreau. “We believe 23 or 24 minutes is 
probably where Quinn should play. But he has a pretty calm demeanour 
and you never see him get too excited. 

“The one thing I do know is he wants to win very badly. When things 
don’t go well, it really bothers him.” 

The post-game look of disbelief from Hughes against the Wild was worth 
1,000 words. 

He sat still on the bench in a prolonged straight-ahead gaze, trying to 
comprehend what had just occurred to conclude a frustrating road trip 
and remain the only club without a victory. To be tied or leading in the 
last seven minutes of every game was an emotional and psychological 
gut punch. 

“I don’t feel like we need to be 0-3-2 to start,” said J.T. Miller. “We have a 
lot of belief and believe in eight of the last nine periods we’ve played 
really good hockey. It’s happier in there (room) than the outside world 
thinks.” 
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Canucks: J.T. Miller isn't ready to hit the panic button 

 

Patrick Johnston10-13 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — In the chaos of a road trip from hell, with nothing 
working for him individually and his team unable to close out wins despite 
holding a third period lead five games in a row, J.T. Miller insists he’s 
doing OK. 

There are a few reasons the Canucks, sitting at 0-3-2, find themselves in 
this predicament. Their goaltending has been spotty and their special 
teams are a mess, the power play scoring on just 10.5 per cent of its 
opportunities and the penalty kill stopping the opposition just 58.5 per 
cent of the time. 

At the centre of both units is Miller. His struggles have been obvious 
there. They’ve also been obvious at even strength. He’s got just three 
points, two goals and an assist, and a minus-five rating in five games. 

After the second loss of the season, last Saturday in Philadelphia, Miller’s 
emotions boiled over post-game. He’d been on for every goal against the 
Canucks to that point, eight in total. 

He was letting his team down in all facets, Miller said, adding some 
colourful language into the mix. Bad luck, he said at the time, didn’t 
matter. The results were the only thing. 

NEXT GAME 

Saturday 

Vancouver Canucks 

7 p.m., Rogers Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM650 

Five days later, Miller feels it is the process that is important. 

“My game, where I’ve really tried to work on, is five-on-five in my own 
end and worrying about that first. Offence later. And if I look at the way 
I’ve been playing there, I feel really good about what I’ve done so far,” 
Miller said. 

There have been some true miscues by Miller, some leading directly to 
goals, but opponents aren’t actually getting any more shots away with 
Miller on the ice than they have in the past. 

It’s just that nothing is happening offensively for the Canucks when Miller, 
who signed a new contract worth US$8 million a year, is on the ice. 

Through the first five games of the season, the Canucks are getting shots 
away at just 60 per cent the rate they did last season when Miller is on 
the ice at five-on-five. 

No moment sums up his struggles better than the sequence that led to 
the game-winning goal in overtime on Thursday against the Minnesota 
Wild, where he had a chance to clear the zone but couldn’t get a handle 
on the puck, leading to a turnover, then a delayed penalty. 

An exhausted Miller, and equally exhausted teammates Brock Boeser 
and Tyler Myers, were flailing in vain on defence, only for Kirill Kaprisov 
to finally find an opening to stab the final dagger into. 

“The timing really hasn’t been there yet for offence,” Miller admitted. “But 
I think it’d be immature of me to hit the panic button. I’m trying to be 
patient, but I’m not going to change the way I’m playing, away from the 
puck and in my own end because I don’t think I’ve given up much of 
anything there. 

“Last year, there was plenty of times where I didn’t play well and had two 
points. 

“I have a lot of confidence. I have more and more jump in each skate. I’m 
being honest, really. I’m just worried about today. I’m not worried about 
what’s happened.” 

Is it possible he’s letting himself get too overhyped in the midst of all this? 

“I don’t play relaxed,” Miller answered. “Tried that.” 

Even in his own struggles, he’s seeing good things around him. 

On the power play, where Miller is a key figure, they are getting lots of 
shots off. 

“We’re doing good things in every game,” Miller said. “The ice will open 
up at some point.” 

Head coach Bruce Boudreau quibbled some Thursday night with his 
power play’s approach to date. Shoot even more, he said. Don’t be so 
cute. 
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“You’ve got to go back to the bread and butter, which is shooting the 
puck. And a lot of times when you’re not scoring you try to make the 
perfect play,” Boudreau said. 

The power play’s struggles will take just one or two opportunities to right 
the ship, Quinn Hughes believes. 

“It doesn’t feel like it’s been as good as it’s been in the past. Of course 
you go through stretches like this but like I said, all it takes is one game,” 
he said. 

Hughes is aware of the pressure on the team. 

“We didn’t want to start the way we did last year. So I think, definitely, we 
put the pressure upon ourselves, but it is what it is in this. There’s still a 
lot of hockey to be played.” 

After Thursday’s game Boudreau shared a lesson he’s been harping on 
in the Canucks’ room. 

In 2015-16, Boudreau’s Anaheim Ducks had an awful October. They lost 
the first four games of the season, including three at home and scored 
just three goals in the process. 

They won their fifth game of the season, but then went on the road and 
lost five straight. 

It wasn’t pretty. 

And then the team righted its ship and they won the division. 

Of course, that team had made the conference final the year before and 
featured a trio of strong young blueliners in Sami Vatanen, Hampus 
Lindholm and Cam Fowler. 

But even if the personnel is different, Boudreau still sees a lesson for his 
squad, one he hopes will click in starting with Saturday’s home opener 
against the Buffalo Sabres. 

“I said one of the things when you’re not winning because you want to 
win so bad, you start learning good habits and the good habits keep 
coming. You might still lose for a couple but once you get those good 
habits down, and you start winning, and you keep those good habits it’s 
usually a way to be successful,” he said. 
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Canucks’ Jack Rathbone on being scratched, staying ready: ‘It’s 
definitely not easy’ 

 

Harman Dayal9-11 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota — Jack Rathbone was the first Canuck to step on 
the ice sheet at Xcel Energy Center for Thursday morning’s game-day 
skate. He was uncorking one wicked wrist shot after the next, helping 
goaltending coach Ian Clark work out one of his pupils. 

Long after everyone else came on and eventually left, Rathbone was still 
putting work in. He was on the ice for nearly 40 minutes after his 
teammates had already showered, changed into suits and left the rink, 
with Nils Höglander giving him company on the ice at the end. 

Bruce Boudreau told reporters he hadn’t decided on his third pair yet, but 
when the game against Minnesota rolled around (more on that at the end 
of this article), Rathbone was once again stuck in the press box watching 
from afar. 

Vancouver has already dressed eight defencemen this season and 
Rathbone, strangely, hasn’t been among them. The biggest surprise in 
that vein was against Washington. Vancouver was missing half its entire 

regular defence in Tyler Myers, Travis Dermott and Tucker Poolman. 
Instead of inserting Rathbone from the press box, the club recalled Noah 
Juulsen and immediately airdropped him into the lineup instead. 

Boudreau didn’t tip his hand before the Capitals game, but strongly 
hinted that Juulsen might get the nod because of how big and strong 
Washington is. Vancouver’s bench boss said Columbus is more of a fast, 
skilled team and implied that Rathbone would get his shot against the 
Blue Jackets. That opportunity never came as Myers’ recovery was 
ahead of schedule, resulting in him flying from Vancouver to join the club, 
while Poolman was also cleared to play. 

In Columbus, fellow left-shot defender Riley Stillman had a rough outing. 
Stillman was serviceable through the first three games of the season, but 
against the Blue Jackets, Vancouver was outchanced 10-3 and tagged 
for two goals against at five-on-five with him on the ice. Even that wasn’t 
enough for Rathbone to get a shot against Minnesota, presumably 
because of Minnesota’s size, which Boudreau used as justification to 
scratch Höglander. 

Rathbone’s deserved an opportunity to play. There’s no guarantee he’s 
ready to be an everyday NHL defenceman, but he also hasn’t had any 
chance to prove what he is or isn’t. The clock is ticking for that 
opportunity because Boudreau indicated earlier on the road trip that 
Travis Dermott has been recovering well from his injury. Dermott fits a 
similar role as a mobile, left-shot puck mover and has over 250 games of 
NHL experience under his belt. Once he returns, it’s going to be tough for 
Rathbone to leapfrog him. 

How’s Rathbone feeling about all this? It hasn’t been easy but he’s a 
humble, high-character individual so it’s no surprise he’s doing his best to 
take everything in stride. 

“Whatever direction they think is right for us to get this thing on track is 
something that I believe in too,” Rathbone responded when The Athletic 
asked if he’s surprised he hasn’t played yet. “I think I’m just waiting for 
my opportunity and when it comes, hopefully take advantage of it 
because that’s obviously the mentality I’m bringing to the rink right now is 
you gotta stay ready so when it comes, I’m ready to hit the ground 
running.” 

Rathbone only has 64 professional games under his belt since signing 
his ELC in 2020. Despite that, the smooth-skating lefty strongly believes 
he can establish himself as an everyday, top-six defender whenever that 
first opportunity arrives. 

“I wouldn’t be here if I wasn’t (confident about that),” Rathbone said. 
“That’s kind of the mindset everyone in the NHL has to have is whenever 
you get your foot in the door, you don’t really want that door to shut, so I 
think that’s why I’m trying to stay ready and like I said, it’s definitely not 
easy but it’s something that I’m coming to the rink every day with the 
mindset of preparing.” 

An essential part of that preparation has included video work, a project 
that started in the summer when Rathbone studied his own shifts. 

“It was big. It was something RJ was obviously vocal about going into the 
summer and I think it was something that could only help,” Rathbone said 
about the video studies. “I’m a pretty visual learner myself, being able to 
see things, especially with the technology you can see it on the iPad 15 
seconds later so I think that’s something that’s been incredibly useful and 
being a little bit of a student of the game in that sense and make those 
corrections. 

“It’s a lot different looking at your shifts from the NHL level compared to 
the AHL level. I think it’s just different in terms of the game that’s played 
up here compared to down there. It’s the best league in the world for a 
reason, so those minor details obviously have a much bigger impact. You 
learn pretty quickly just from playing but being able to see it again is 
something that helps in terms of implementing it going into the next few 
games.” 

Rathbone is holistic in trying to improve his all-around game, but after he 
watched some of that NHL tape from last season, he identified some 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 22, 2022 

 

details he wanted to clean up with respect to his breakouts. He seems 
very aware of how high his potential is as a puck mover and how vital 
that skill could be given its scarcity on Vancouver’s existing blue line. 

“Your (defensive) exits and being able to get out of your own zone is 
priority No.1, so I think if I can do that then we obviously have a lot of 
talent up front, so being able to get it into their hands is key for us, 
especially for everyone on the back end, that’s something that we’re all 
working on,” Rathbone explained. “I think once we do that and can play 
at a faster pace, it’s going to help us just in terms of turning this around.” 

Last season, Rathbone wasn’t ready for the full-time NHL jump. This 
time, he feels like he’s improved “a ton” defensively compared to where 
he was a year ago. 

“Being able to come to the rink every day and practice with those guys 
(the experienced defence group) and see what they do consistently in 
order to play at such a high level for so long, it’s something I don’t take 
for granted. 

“Just from the defensive side of the game, I think it’s going to come with 
game reps and I think it’s going to come with being able to play 
meaningful minutes.” 

When a player goes through ups and downs like Rathbone is right now, 
it’s critical to have a solid support network. It can keep a player 
grounded, help put their struggles in perspective and ensure their spirits 
stay high and they don’t become frustrated. 

“There’s some guys on the team that I’ve leaned on a little bit (for 
support), some guys that have reached out to make sure I’m doing OK 
and just that I’m ready to go when that opportunity comes because you 
never know when that could be.” 

By far the biggest help and motivating factor is his brother Teddy, who 
Jack brought up unprompted in the interview. Teddy is 10 years younger 
than Jack and has autism. Jack delayed his freshman season at Harvard 
in the NCAA and spent an extra year at Dexter to stay at home and stick 
around with him; they’re very tight-knit. That relationship is powering 
Rathbone through this challenging period. 

“My family’s been huge,” he said. “I’ve been talking to my brother too and 
he puts things in perspective pretty quick so if I had a bad day at the rink 
or whatever it may be, he’s always there with a smile on FaceTime or 
something like that. 

“Trust me, he’s excited hopefully for me to get in a game soon too. He 
obviously loves watching (me) so that’s the majority of the reason I’m 
staying ready is hopefully get in there and stick (in the lineup) just for 
him.” 

A winless road trip 

Vancouver dropped the ball on its 3-2 lead, ultimately falling 4-3 in 
overtime against the Wild. It was arguably the club’s gutsiest and most 
complete performance of the trip, but the difference was frustratingly 
special teams once again. The penalty kill was burned on the tying goal, 
meanwhile, the power play is trending in the right direction with its pace 
and scoring chance generation, but the results just aren’t there yet. 

One of the other decisive differences was goaltending. Marc-Andre 
Fleury was strong throughout the game, making several impressive 
saves. The Canucks were only able to beat him on genuine Grade-A 
scoring chances. Bo Horvat’s goal came from a cross-seam rush passing 
play which was practically impossible to stop, Nils Åman’s first career 
goal was an excellent net drive and finish and Dakota Joshua was 
absolutely robbed on the doorstep by Fleury before making a strong 
second effort to bury it. 

Thatcher Demko had solid moments, but he probably wants Minnesota’s 
second goal back, for example. 

Vancouver’s goaltending can’t really be blamed for the first four losses. 
But this game, at the tail end of the road trip when the club was putting 
up an inspired fight against a talented Wild squad, was one in which the 

team could have really used a strong performance from Demko, one that 
unfortunately just wasn’t in the cards. 
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Islanders need to regroup after embarrassing loss to Devils 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated October 21, 2022 10:19 pm3-4 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — It’s still way too early in the season to say the Islanders 
have come to a critical juncture. But it’s not necessarily hyperbole to 
suggest that it’s crucial to find consistency and speed in their 
performances or risk quickly lagging in the standings. 

That’s what happened last season when the Islanders missed the 
playoffs for the first time since 2018. 

So before departing for the season’s first road trip — a quick Florida 
swing starting with Saturday night’s game against the Lightning at Amalie 
Arena — new coach Lane Lambert put his team through an intense 30-
minute practice on Friday at Northwell Health Ice Center in East 
Meadow. 

The high-paced drills emphasized rushing the puck up ice, attacking the 
net and being physical along the walls, all things the Islanders were 
deficient at in Thursday night’s 4-1 loss to the dominant Devils at UBS 
Arena. 

“I think everybody’s attention was grabbed by the way we played,” 
Lambert said. “I’m not going to make any excuses. It’s unacceptable. We 
just weren’t ready to go as good as we should have been. It won’t 
happen again.” 

“We met this morning and just talked about the importance of every 
game,” Matt Martin said. “It doesn’t matter that it was Game 4, they all 
count the same. Bottom line is we didn’t come to work [Thursday]. We 
didn’t compete hard enough and didn’t play to our game well enough. We 
paid for it. We reset today. I thought we had a good practice.” 

The Islanders (2-2-0) also face a rematch with the Panthers on Sunday 
afternoon after dropping their season opener to them, 3-1, on Oct. 13 at 
UBS Arena. The Islanders’ next four games are against teams that made 
the playoffs last season. 

“These are two big games coming up,” Mathew Barzal said. “It’s maybe 
crazy to say it, but we’ve got to start playing desperate hockey almost.” 

The Islanders’ loss to the Panthers and, certainly and even more 
stunningly, the glaringly poor outing against the Devils, came after they 
couldn’t match the opponent’s speed. 

“We’re a quick team,” Barzal said. “We have guys that can skate. They 
just transitioned quickly on us and we gave them a lot of pucks that they 
could transition with. I don’t think speed is an issue on this team.” 

So this step up in competition — the Devils may be fast, but they’re not 
yet considered a strong playoff contender — could very well be an 
indication of whether the Islanders can keep up, literally, in the playoff 
race. 

Even this early in the season. 

Notes & quotes: Lambert rotated his line combinations and defense pairs 
during practice. One intriguing possibility: He placed Barzal and Brock 
Nelson, his two top-six centers, together for a rush. “I don’t think anything 
is completely out of the question, ever,” Lambert said . . . Ilya Sorokin is 
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expected to start against the Lightning after making 37 saves against the 
Devils. Semyon Varlamov then likely would start against the Panthers. 
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Islanders Reflect on 'Pathetic' Performance, Mindset on How to Combat 
Speed  

 

Stefen Rosner7-8 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

The New York Islanders were far from their best on Thursday night as 
they allowed the New Jersey Devils to walk all over them. Credit to the 
New Jersey Devils, as they disallowed the Islanders any chance at 
playing their game and rarely had the puck on their stick. And when they 
did have the puck, irresponsible decisions, penalties in transition, and a 
lack of effort sank New York quickly. 

Had netminder Ilya Sorokin not been on his game early, this one could 
have been over after the first 10 minutes. 

Despite a back-to-back this weekend against two elite teams, the Tampa 
Bay Lightning and the Florida Panthers, the New York Islanders 
practiced on Friday ahead of their flight. 

It was a short thirty-minute practice, but one that was as intense as we 
had seen so far this season. 

Head coach Lane Lambert and the coaching staff had the players doing 
2-on-1 drills, 2-on-2 drills, and 3-on-2 drills before finishing off with 
grueling 3-on-3 battles below the offensive-zone face-off dots. 

The players were physical. There were little to no smiles. The message 
was clear. 

The Islanders did not work Thursday night, so they were to work Friday. 

Following the morning skate, Lambert shared that they did not hold the 
practice to send a message. That message should have already been 
received immediately after the final horn sounded at UBS Arena. 

“I think everybody’s attention was grabbed by the way we played,” 
Lambert said. “And so we were working on things that we needed to 
improve on. 

As for why the New York Islanders played as badly as they did, the first-
year bench boss was not going to play the excuse game like another 
team in New York did following their playoff loss… 

“I’m not going to make any excuses. It’s unacceptable. If that’s the case, 
and it appears that you knot, we just weren’t ready to go. As good as we 
should have been. So [that] won’t happen again. 

A handful of players were dreadful Thursday night, and Lane Lambert did 
not rule out the potential for changes to the lineup Saturday or at any 
point this weekend. 

“We’re going to make some decisions today and see what happens,” 
Lambert said. 

Unlike last season, the New York Islanders opened this season with four 
games at home. But after going 2-2-0 to start, the mini-round trip may be 
a positive. 

“We talked about that a little bit this morning. I think it’s going to be good 
to go down there and, you know, get tested,” Lambert said. “Get away 
from home for a little bit.” 

Islanders React to Loss 

The New York Islanders were shocked and embarrassed when we spoke 
immediately after the loss. Although the players must quickly move on 
with challenging games on the horizon, that loss was still fresh in their 
minds. 

“Obviously, disappointing effort last night. We didn’t deserve to win the 
game, and we didn’t,” New York Islanders forward Matt Martin said 
following Friday’s practice. “We know we needed to come into work today 
and reset. Got a big road trip. Got to find a way to win a couple of 
games.” 

Although no Islander specifically said it, it seemed like they may have 
overlooked the New Jersey Devils Thursday, a team that has stumbled 
out of the gate. 

“We met this morning and just talked about the importance of every 
game. It doesn’t matter that it was game four. They all count the same,” 
Martin said. “Bottom line, we didn’t come to work yesterday. We didn’t 
compete hard enough and didn’t play to our game well enough, and we 
paid for it. We reset today, but we had a good practice, and we’ll get 
ready for Tampa tomorrow.” 

Forward Brock Nelson, who had a costly turnover that led directly to the 
New Jersey Devils’ second goal, the eventual game-winner, certainly 
spoke his mind. 

“Last night was pretty pathetic. Today was just about working. Go out 
there and work hard.” 

Defenseman Adam Pelech added that the high-intensity practice was 
definitely needed before hitting the road. 

“Last night, we know it wasn’t good enough, and we need to come in 
prepared and better than we did in the first there. So I think the high-
intensity practice today is just what we needed.” 

Containing Devils Speed the Issue, How to Combat Speed Going 
Forward 

The New York Islanders are not what one would call a speedy team. 
When they play their defensive style to a te, they can use their strong 
positioning and structure to slow teams down and trap them in their 
game. 

But when the Islanders can’t get to their game, especially early, games 
like last night happen. 

“It definitely was a fast-paced game. We didn’t have much time back 
there,” Pelech said. “And you know, credit to them. They came out flying. 
They played a great game, and we weren’t able to match that level, 
especially early. So I think that’s, you know, a lesson for us.” 

As mentioned, the best way to counteract speed is for the Islanders to 
get to their game early. 

“We just got to stick to our game, and I just don’t think we ever really got 
to our game yesterday,” Martin said. “We’re obviously a bigger group, 
play physical, and we didn’t do a good enough job getting pucks deep 
and slowing them down, making them come two-hundred feet, and they 
got some skilled players.” 

“So we allowed them some open time and space, and they are going to 
make you pay, and we saw that a lot yesterday.” 

Nelson spoke about the most significant issue that plagued the Islanders 
Thursday night, which is the same thing that is needed to stop fast teams 
from transitioning up the ice. 

“I mean, every night there are different challenges. You see a lot of 
speed…so you got to find ways to kind of counteract that,” Nelson said. 
“We didn’t really get any forechecks going to kind of slow them down, 
and we made it too easy.” 

“So when you play fast teams, you want to get in on the forecheck.” 

Lane Lambert said the same thing. 
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“First of all, I didn’t think we established our forecheck very well,” 
Lambert said. “They broke out too quickly, too easily, and then that led to 
poor gaps, so just got to have tighter gaps, be in their face to slow down 
their speed, and we just didn’t do a good enough job of that last night.” 

“We just weren’t sharp.” 

The New Jersey Devils were not the team to struggle against, and if the 
New York Islanders do not come out strong against either opponent this 
weekend, we could see a similar result. Thursday night is in the past, and 
it’s about moving forward, but most importantly, learning that the effort 
they displayed Thursday night will not bring them much success against 
anyone. 
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Series Preview: LIU Battles MSU, Goodsir Homecoming  

 

Joshua Linsenberg5-6 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

The LIU Sharks Men’s Hockey team is set to face the Michigan State 
Spartans for a two-game back-to-back set beginning Friday. Opening 
puck drop on Friday is set for 7 PM ET, while Saturday’s contest begins 
at 6 PM ET. 

For Adam Goodsir, this particular series is extra special. This is the first 
time Goodsir is returning to East Lansing, Michigan, since he transferred 
to Long Island this fall. 

“It’s a mix of emotions. Some great four years at Michigan State, just with 
the friendships that I’ve made and the memories that I had,” Goodsir told 
NYI Hockey Now. “It’s exciting too, with the opportunity that I have with 
LIU and the new guys on the team and the coaching staff.” 

“I feel we have a special group here, and I’m excited about this 
opportunity and the challenges for not only myself but the team as well.” 

The Okemos, Michigan native appeared in 131 games with Michigan 
State from 2018-19 and ’21-22, tallying six goals, 12 assists, and 60 
blocked shots. Despite a new coaching staff and new players at MSU, 
Goodsir shared with NYI Hockey Now some previous knowledge that can 
benefit the Sharks. 

“I feel like I have some knowledge… Well, I’d say the rink, the boards are 
very lively, and those types of things that I have some knowledge on that 
I kind of shared with the guys,” the Sharks forward said. 

Looking at the Stats 

LIU Sharks captain Jack Quinn spoke with us regarding this upmcing 
series with MSU. 

“I think the biggest thing is just, we need to score more. We got shut out 
last weekend at RPI 1-0,” Quinn said. “So if we can just kind of figure out 
ways to score more, that’s the biggest thing, and just go from there 
because we’re getting chances, we just got to find ways to find the back 
of the net.” 

Meanwhile, netminder Vinnie Purpura sits at 12th in the nation with a 
1.71 GAA, which has impressed his team and his head coach Brett Riley. 

“I think in short, he put in the work to be successful. He came back in 
unbelievable shape…His confidence is through the roof,” Reilly said. 
“He’s trusting in his training again, He’s the first into the rink. He takes 
care of his body. He’s practicing better than ever. So I think it’s just kind 
of a contagious confidence that he has right now, and it’s very exciting to 
see and his save percentage is phenomenal and it’s been against some 
of the best teams and players in college hockey too, so that’s no small 
feat.” 

LIU’s defense has also been putting up some good numbers. Currently, 
the Sharks are tied for sixth in the nation for best scoring defense 
average with an AVG. of 1.75. 

“I just think the six that have played and the three that haven’t played for 
that matter, are similar to Anthony [Vincent]. They’re relentless 
competitors. They don’t take a shift off, they’re willing to sacrifice the 
body, whether it be blocking a shot, finishing a hit or playing through a 
guy,” Reilly said. “They focus on just being sound defenders, which is just 
kind of a staple of our identity, and then adding offense as we go, 
hopefully here… But the D core has been great.” 

Scouting the Spartans 

This will be the first-ever meeting between MSU and LIU. 

Michigan State is riding high after upsetting no. 16 UMASS Lowell last 
weekend in game one of a two-game series. With a 2-2 record, MSU has 
allowed the first goal of the game in all four contests so far this season. 

A player to keep an eye on for the Spartan is Senior Nicolas Müller, who 
is second on the team with four points, already more than halfway to his 
collegiate career-high (six). Muller recently played in his 100th collegiate 
game, achieving that milestone against Bowling Green, and is currently 
riding a three-game point streak. 

The Switzerland native had two assists in the most recent game vs. 
UMass-Lowell and is tied for fifth in the Big Ten in assists with four. 

Michigan State’s faceoff skills are second to none. At the dot, MSU ranks 
second in the Big Ten and 10th nationally, winning 55 percent of their 
face offs. 

Only Penn State (59.5%) ranks higher. 

MSU took a whopping 11 penalties last weekend as LIU should be ready 
to get power-play minutes. 

In net, Dylan St. Cyr has played in all four Spartan games this season 
with a 2.29 GAA (fourth, B1G) and .906 save percentage (fourth, B1G). 

Michigan State has a new bench boss this year as well, with Adam 
Nightingale calling the shots. If the name sounds familiar, it should be 
because Nightingale was a Detriot Red Wings assistant coach from 
2019-2020 and served as head coach of the USNTDP from 2020-2022. 
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NHL99: Every game against Shea Weber included some level of pain 

 

Josh Cooper11-14 minutes 22/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

For Corey Perry, it started innocently enough. A friendly competition. A 
motivational boost. The objective: Beat the Canadiens captain to 
practice. The problem? Beating Shea Weber at anything is exceedingly 
difficult. 

Over the course of the 2020-21 season — Perry’s only campaign in 
Montreal and, as of now, the last season in which Weber played a game 
— he jockeyed for position, showing up at the Canadiens’ practice facility 
in Brossard or the Bell Centre earlier and earlier. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 22, 2022 

 

Eventually, they were routinely getting to the rink a full three hours before 
they had to take the ice — sometimes as early as 7:30 a.m. Caffeine was 
necessary. 

“I couldn’t beat him to the arena. I tried,” Perry said, laughing. “He’s just 
always one of the first guys there, one of the last guys to leave. He’s 
always hanging around the younger guys, the older guys. Everybody just 
gravitates toward him. When you have a guy like that on your team that’s 
leading by example and doing all the right things, that’s the ‘ultimate pro’ 
to me.” 

The Canadiens’ run to the Stanley Cup Final that year was arguably the 
highlight of Weber’s NHL career. Until then, he had never been on a 
team that made it past the second round of the playoffs. That year, he 
fought through injuries, averaging 22:42 of ice time per game in the 
pandemic-shortened season — the fourth-lowest of his career. 

But he suited up for all 22 Canadiens playoff games, averaged 25 
minutes, 13 seconds of ice time per game and, even in a somewhat 
diminished form, he was still his usual nasty, physically imposing, two-
way presence. 

After the playoffs, it was reported Weber’s career was in jeopardy with 
lingering knee, foot and ankle injuries. During the playoffs, he wore a 
brace on his left hand. 

Weber’s ability to get himself into shape to play those games inspired 
those around him. In some respects, it was why so many of his 
teammates crowded around him right after Tampa won the Cup in five 
games. It also helps explain why Weber comes in at No. 90 on our list of 
the top 100 players in the modern era of the NHL. 

“To see the amount of effort it took just to get himself to the point where 
he could play was extremely impressive and awesome to see,” former 
Montreal teammate Eric Staal said. “It gave me such an appreciation for 
him as a leader and for him as a player. It made it that much more 
difficult at the very end when Tampa beat us. It was hard because he laid 
it all on the line. It was everything he had.” 

Weber, who was traded to the Golden Knights last offseason and is set 
to begin his second straight season on LTIR, chooses to remember the 
good times about that run, and not so much the end. It was the first time 
the Canadiens — the NHL’s most-storied franchise — made a Cup Final 
since 1993, and he was the captain, one of the focal points along with 
goaltender Carey Price. 

“I look at it now like it was worth it. I mean it’s always worth it when you 
can see success and have a chance to win and you leave it all out there,” 
Weber said. “It’s kind of the way I was taught, the way I like to do it.” 

In some ways, it might be a bit surprising the 6-foot-4, 230-pound Weber 
is the 90th-ranked player. His numbers never popped at record-breaking 
levels (224 goals and 589 points and an average of 24:03 of ice time per 
game with single-season highs of 56 points, 23 goals and 26:54 of ice 
time per game). 

He didn’t win a Norris Trophy, often the bellwether mark of defenseman 
greatness. (He was close runner-up twice, to Nicklas Lidstrom in 2011 
and Erik Karlsson in 2012.) 

And he didn’t have much success in the playoffs, either. His prime was 
spent with the Predators, the team that drafted him in 2003, at a time 
when the franchise mostly didn’t have the finances to compete on a level 
playing field with the top teams in their own division. Nashville never 
made it past the second round in Weber’s time there, and has only done 
so once in franchise history. That surprise run to the Stanley Cup Final 
with Montreal in 2021 at age 35 was the closest he came to a 
championship. 

But those who played with him — or against him — don’t focus on what 
Weber’s resume lacks. According to those interviewed for this story, who 
all played with Weber on Team Canada at the 2010 and/or 2014 
Olympics and/or the 2016 World Cup of Hockey, he was one of the best 
of his era. 

“He was just so solid and all around,” Penguins captain Sidney Crosby 
said. “Every area. Offensively, defensively, his character, the leadership 
that he brought, his consistency. All of those things are so important.” 

Weber prided himself on his defensive game, and if he took care of that, 
he could give himself a chance to chip in offensively. 

When Weber was traded to the Canadiens in the summer of 2016 for 
P.K. Subban, Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews sent out a tweet 
essentially thanking Nashville for dealing Weber into another conference. 

That’s because Toews knew any game against Nashville that involved 
Weber meant some level of pain. 

“I always remember thinking, ‘OK, I can try and outwork him or be 
quicker than him in the corners and not try and shy away.’ But it didn’t 
matter. He always seemed to get a piece of you,” Toews recalled. “He 
could move pretty well for a big guy. He just had to get a forearm on you, 
or reach out and get his glove on you and you weren’t really going 
anywhere. That goes without saying if he was able to line you up here 
and there, you weren’t going to get the best of that collision.” 

Weber’s physical presence was a constant theme during his time in the 
NHL. His 1,781 hits from 2006-07 (his first full season) through 2016-17 
(his last full season), ranked sixth among defensemen. 

“To me, it’s knowing that when you’re going to the corner against Webs 
you’re going to get it. It’s coming and you’ve got to brace yourself. You’re 
not going to have that much time and space,” Bruins forward Patrice 
Bergeron said. “He’s got size. Obviously, he’s a big boy, but then he uses 
his reach really well, too. He knows that he has that reach and that 
advantage on you. He closes that gap. He closes that space right away. 
So if you’re going to get the puck with your head down a little bit, if you’re 
looking down at the puck for a split second, you know he’s going to be 
right in your face.” 

His play was so intimidating that it impacted the game in ways that 
maybe weren’t easily apparent. He could neutralize his side of the ice on 
a rush simply because a center didn’t want to get his teammates injured. 

“I think about not putting my wingers into harm’s way,” former Sharks 
center Joe Thornton said. “There’s not going to be any soft passes. 
They’re going to be hard and direct or behind (Weber) so my guys can 
get on the forecheck.” 

Weber’s opponents knew he wouldn’t just rub them out. He’d do his best 
to eliminate them from the play. 

“It’s a little scarier when somebody’s the size of Shea Weber but he’s 
playing hard but he’s also playing for keeps out there,” former 
Blackhawks defenseman Duncan Keith said. 

Added former Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf: “He had the ability to play 
hard and play mean and that was a hard thing to go up against all the 
time.” 

Weber’s shot was measured once as fast as 108.5 mph, and also busted 
through the net at the 2010 Olympics. This made it a weapon to score 
goals and enabled him to exert his game when in the offensive zone. His 
181 goals from 2006-07 through 2016-17 were the most by an NHL 
defenseman during that stretch. The next two closest were Brent Burns 
(165) and Dustin Byfuglien (162), who both had played forward at times 
during that stretch. 

“Offensively, his shot was so dangerous,” Crosby said. “He could score 
from anywhere in the zone. That’s not a shot that anybody really wanted 
to get in front of.” 

Keith said that sometimes, instead of blocking one of Weber’s shots, it 
made sense to just move to the side of it. 

“I’m standing in front of the net, you have a goalie there with goalie 
equipment,” he said. “There was sometimes where it would just go in but 
it’s like if I stepped in the way of that shot I might be out for two months 
with a broken leg just trying to block it.” 
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Chris Pronger understood the pain of Weber’s shot. That’s because the 
former NHL MVP took one when Weber was in Nashville and Pronger 
was playing in Anaheim. 

“I was close to the net and it hit me on the side of the knee and I had to 
miss the next game because it was so swollen I couldn’t move it,” he 
recalled. 

Patrick Marleau, who finished his career with the most games played in 
NHL history, thought he was going to miss the Olympics because a 
Weber blast got him in the hand shortly before the Games. 

“(It felt) basically like getting hit with a baseball bat with no padding 
probably,” he said. 

Bergeron felt that pain at the 2014 Olympics. 

“I had the puck, I passed it to the wing and I drove the net all the way 
down and whoever had the puck on the side basically dropped it to Shea 
as like a delay,” Bergeron said. “He just walked into it and I was standing 
in front. I just barely had the time to turn around and as I’m turning, all I’m 
seeing is Webs just smoking that puck. I didn’t have any time at all to 
even move out of the way. I knew it was coming and it hit me right in the 
chest. That was probably one of the worst pains I’ve had from a shot in 
my career.” 

No Norris Trophy. No Stanley Cup. 

Does that cloud Weber’s legacy? 

“I’m just speaking for myself,” said former Blue Jackets forward Rick 
Nash. “If I have some of (my peers) saying ‘He was one of the hardest 
guys to play against. He was one of the best guys off the ice. He did 
everything in a professional manner,’ I would give back my award in a 
second to hear those things from my peers.” 

When Weber’s name is mentioned to some of the best of his heyday, 
they immediately praise him as one of the elites of their era and someone 
who maybe didn’t get the acknowledgment he deserved. 

“It wouldn’t hurt for a guy like that to be recognized,” Toews said. “He’s 
one of the best defensemen of our era. I think it really comes down to 
how you define the top defensemen. You see for years, guys like Erik 
Karlsson and P.K. Subban score a lot of points and (are) winning Norris 
Trophies. But I mean there’s not much comparison really to what Shea 
Weber did at both ends of the rink, especially defensively. He was a 
beast on both sides of the puck and I think for me that defines a 
defenseman more than almost being a fourth forward out there.” 

Maybe in the right situation, he could have achieved a Norris, a Cup or 
both. In some ways, this made his career, through no fault of his own, 
somewhat of a “What if?” But ultimately, he did everything he could within 
his power to carve out a tremendous hockey legacy. 

They knew who he was and what he brought as a teammate and an 
opponent. 

“I think guys that you play against are probably some of the best judges 
of your game,” Crosby said. “As far as Webs goes … he’s a guy who 
brought it every night. He competed really hard, he had a huge impact in 
the game and really depending on the game and what he needed to do, 
he could do, really, it all.” 
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How injuries are impacting the early part of the NHL season 

 

Eric Duhatschek11-14 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

Let’s talk about injuries and goaltending because injuries and goaltending 
were the twin storylines that dominated the first week or so of the new 
NHL season. Injuries always, always, always undermine the best-laid 
plans of any hopeful NHL team. 

Last week, I was asked, on a podcast previewing the NHL season, to 
make a prediction for the Stanley Cup Final because that’s what you do 
in this business — make educated guesses to create fodder for 
conversation. 

But I always issue the same caveat: That a championship contender in 
April will often look a lot different than the team that started the season in 
October, and it’s not just because of moves a team may make during the 
season or at the trade deadline. 

Let’s face it, even the most aggressive trade deadline moves maybe net 
a team one or two additional pieces. 

You win championships based on your core and how your core performs 
when playoffs start. And if your core is missing a key piece or two, too 
bad, so sad — but your chances just evaporated like the morning fog. 

The problem with injuries is, they are just such a random factor in the 
game that you really have no control over. Smart managers and coaches 
know that the answer is always the same if you lose a Patrik Laine, an 
Aaron Ekblad or a Gabriel Landeskog for any extended period of time. 
So-and-so can’t be replaced, but someone else will get the opportunity to 
step up. 

But you know deep down, they’re just reading from a prepared script that 
they honestly don’t believe what they’re saying and they go to bed at 
night, cursing at the darkness, hoping for the best, but expecting the 
worst. Truth be told, NHL general managers are mostly pessimists at 
heart. They know that however well they may plan and build a roster, the 
difference between a successful and an unsuccessful year can 
sometimes come down to pure luck and who stays healthy when it 
matters the most. 

GMs can also do math — the salary cap forced them to learn. It also 
brought a new appreciation and understanding of the odds. In the second 
year of the Seattle Kraken’s existence, the chances of actually 
celebrating with the Stanley Cup are now one-in-32. Or on average, three 
championships per franchise per century. 

The reason they don’t say any of that out loud is because they’re 
convinced — incorrectly, I believe — that their fan bases can’t handle the 
truth. Sometimes, the only people who can reasonably point out the 
impact of injuries are the home team broadcasters. So, for example, 
there was a compelling graphic displayed during the telecast of the 
Vegas-Calgary game on Tuesday, which assessed not just overall man-
games lost to injury, which is a scratch-the-surface stat, but also man-
games lost to top-six forwards, top-four defencemen and goalies. That’s 
far more meaningful and gives a truer reading of how injuries can impact 
and undermine a team. 

Now, defining exactly who fits those categories can be tricky, because 
sometimes, you might think a middle-of-the-lineup player fits in the top 
half of a roster and I might place him in the bottom half. 

But realistically, whenever the likes of a Jack Eichel, a Mark Stone, a 
Max Pacioretty are missing from the lineup for an extended period, as 
they were for Vegas last year, most can agree: That negatively 
undermines what you’re trying to accomplish as a team. So this week, 
Florida lost the other half of its top defensive pairing, Aaron Ekblad, to an 
undisclosed injury. 

Ekblad’s partner last year, Mackenzie Weegar, is playing in Calgary. 
Florida went all in at the trade deadline last season, primarily for Claude 
Giroux and Ben Chiarot, both of whom moved on once the season ended 
with a disappointing second-round loss. Salary cap constraints priced 
Mason Marchment out of the market. Anthony Duclair got hurt during 
preseason training and isn’t ready to play either. 
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So the current 2022-23 Panthers have only a faint resemblance to the 
2021-22 version of the team that won the Presidents’ Trophy. Not only do 
they need to develop fresh chemistry, similar to what they had a year 
ago, but they’ll need to do it with a far less talented supporting cast. It’ll 
be worth monitoring how they fare. That defense is really thin. Ekblad’s 
timeline to return is vague — though putting him on LTIR means it’s a 
minimum of 10 games on the sidelines. 

But you know what they say? It’s an opportunity for someone else to step 
up. Let’s see if anyone does. 

Gauging goaltending 

Sixty-two goaltenders had made at least one appearance through the 
end of the first full week of the season, but you get the sense that some 
teams will ride their starters harder than others. Dallas, for one, was 3-0 
out of the gate with 13 goals for, only three against and Jake Oettinger 
followed up last year’s brilliant playoff against Calgary, by giving up just 
three goals in that span. This earned him one of three of the league’s first 
player-of-the-week awards (the others in that group were Sidney Crosby 
and Connor McDavid). 

Carolina also matched that start — only three goals against in three 
games — before the Oilers lit up Freddie Andersen for five on Thursday 
night. It stands to reason that the Hurricanes will balance the workload 
between Andersen and Antti Raanta more evenly in the hopes of 
mitigating the injury risk that both are susceptible to. The Oilers loss 
notwithstanding, Carolina was last year’s Jennings Trophy winners, and 
look as if they’ll be one of the stingiest teams in the NHL again this year. 

Maybe the most heartening early-season goalie stories, though, are 
being played out in Vegas and Buffalo. For the Golden Knights, Logan 
Thompson is stepping in for the injured Robin Lehner and showing a 
great battle level. He kept them in a game Tuesday night against Calgary 
they had no business being in. Thompson’s long and winding journey to 
the NHL circled through junior (Brandon), Canadian college (Brock 
University), the low minors (Adirondack Thunder, South Carolina 
Stingers) and then to Henderson, the Golden Knights’ AHL affiliate, and 
now as the de facto starter in Vegas. 

What I like most about Thompson is that compete level. He never gives 
up on a puck and his focus is outstanding. There’s a little bit of Grant 
Fuhr there, where winning seems to be the only thing that matters. 

Eric Comrie, meanwhile, was bounced around the NHL waiver wire so 
much in 2020-21, he must have gotten vertigo. Eventually, he landed 
where he started — the Winnipeg Jets’ organization — and last year, 
became a reliable backup to Connor Hellybuyck, which earned him a 
free-agent contract with Buffalo where he’s paired with the veteran Craig 
Anderson in an unlikely partnership that’s looked good so far. 

Comrie may have recorded the biggest win of his career Tuesday when 
the Sabres went into Edmonton and knocked off McDavid and the Oilers, 
but then he backed it up with another strong outing two nights later, 
handing Calgary its first loss of the season. No organization needs the 
positivity to continue more than Buffalo does. If the goaltending truly 
holds up, and Rasmus Dahlin continues to score goals at a record pace, 
then the Sabres could make life interesting in the Atlantic Division. 

Among current NHL coaches, Darryl Sutter — who this week, coached 
his 1,400th NHL game — really likes to designate a defined No. 1, 
though he’s stated he’ll try to get Dan Vladar a start a week to take some 
of the workload off of Jacob Markstrom. Vladar signed a two-year 
contract extension on Thursday, which likely means that the team’s top 
goaltending prospect Dustin Wolf is further away from landing a full-time 
NHL job than his strong rookie season in the AHL last year suggested. 

Markstrom, who got pulled against the Sabres, ranked fifth in minutes 
played last year. Markstrom was otherworldly at times during 2021-22, 
but his start (.867 save percentage and a 3.43 goals-against average) 
mirrors his play in the second round of last year’s playoffs — average at 
best. He needs to be better. 

The Kings also need to see progress from goaltender Cal Petersen, who 
only lasted 20 minutes before getting yanked against the Penguins 
Thursday night. Maybe Petersen needs a Jake Allen-type reset soon. 
They can’t rely on Jonathan Quick forever. 

Salary cap’s impact 

The most revealing stat of the week? Arguably, it came out of Monday’s 
board of governors meeting in New York, when commissioner Gary 
Bettman revealed that the players’ escrow debt — which arose during the 
pandemic years — could be paid off by the end of this season thanks to 
robust revenues. If so, that means the salary cap for the 2023-24 season 
could rise between $4 and $5 million, though likely a little less. 

Of course, many teams have spent that already. For example, if you’re 
Calgary and you split the difference between the two estimates, a $4.6 
million bump in the cap would completely pay for Huberdeau’s raise 
which kicks in next year, from $5.9 million to $10.5 million 

Taking stock of Lindy Ruff and the Devils 

In the first period of Tuesday’s game against Anaheim, Devils coach 
Lindy Ruff was serenaded with “Fire Lindy” chants from the crowd after 
falling behind 2-0. Then the Devils came back and won, which was 
career victory No. 783 for Ruff, passing Hall of Famer Al Arbour for fifth 
place on the all-time coach wins list. The Devils then turned in their finest 
performance so far this year, two nights later, against an Islanders team 
that was badly outplayed and out-chanced by New Jersey. 

Comebacks this season 

NHL PR produced this little nugget from earlier this week. On Tuesday 
night, six of the eight games saw teams come from behind to erase multi-
goal leads. Only four times in NHL history has that ever happened more 
often on a single night. It didn’t mean teams necessarily completed the 
comeback either. Boston, for example, got it close with their comeback 
but eventually lost to Ottawa. But it is a welcome change from a decade 
ago when teams were far more successful at getting out in front early 
and then locking it down. Now, at least, there’s a reason to stay in your 
seats even in the event of a slow start. 

How’s Philly doing under John Tortorella? 

Philadelphia won only five times last season after giving up the first goal 
of the game. This year? Under new coach John Tortorella, they were 3-0 
in those situations, before losing a close one against Florida on 
Wednesday. You like to see some positive vibes in Philadelphia. 

There’s plenty of time for the Flyers to revert to the norm. A little chaos in 
the Metropolitan Division is a good thing. 

Checking in on the schedule 

This is an annual pet peeve. As of Friday morning, three teams had 
already played six games — two that started the year in Europe (San 
Jose and Nashville) plus the Kings. Meanwhile, St. Louis had played just 
twice. I get that building the NHL schedule is a complicated puzzle but 
that games-played imbalance just doesn’t seem right. One mostly 
unnoticed part of the 2022-23 schedule is the return of the bye weeks for 
the first time since 2019-20. All teams will get a bye wrapped around the 
NHL All-Star weekend (Feb. 2-5) — 23 have their byes leading into the 
break and nine have their byes coming out of the All-Star break. 
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After a lengthy hiatus, The Power Rankings Boys are back in town. 

The last time we power ranked each team, “Top Gun: Maverick” was 
dominating the box office and we naturally used that as yet another 
ranking gimmick. So… it’s been a while. 

We know you missed us because we missed you too, but for the next 30 
or whatever weeks we’re not going anywhere. It’s you and us, together, 
ranking every team in the NHL every Friday. 

Sometimes we’ll shoehorn an odd gimmick to keep the rankings fresh 
(perhaps one involving an album that released today…), but for Episode 
One of Power Rankings Season Three, we’re going to keep it simple. 

After only three-to-five games of hockey, it’s difficult to know what 
matters and what doesn’t for each team. We’re here to help with one 
thing in each direction for each squad. 

Here we go. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 3-1-0 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

What Matters: Andrei Svechnikov turning into a superstar. 

Six goals in four games to lead the league after a hat trick against the 
Oilers. A dominant 63 percent expected goals rate. And a plus-three goal 
differential. It’s enough to lead the league in average Game Score so far 
at 2.85. Yeah, Svechnikov has been unreal. 

We’ve been waiting for Svechnikov’s big breakout for a few seasons and 
we’ve questioned whether Carolina has enough oomph-per-60 to 
compete with the league’s other high-end teams. In four games, it feels 
like both questions have been answered. This is Svech’s year. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Notorious Canes haters, us, ranking them first. 

This is just a placeholder until Colorado, Tampa Bay, Toronto, and 
Florida figure their stuff out. (For the reply guys, this is a joke — we like 
the Hurricanes). 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 3-0-1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

What Matters: Everything is working. 

Sidney Crosby is still great. Evgeni Malkin looks better. Pittsburgh is 
second in the league in expected goals at five-on-five (61.93) and has 
outscored opponents 13-2. Part of that is because of Tristan Jarry (.952 
save percentage in three starts), and part of it is because of a skater 
group that has already seen 12 players score at least once. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Kris Letang isn’t one of those 12 players. 

His expected goals share is a tidy 65.12 percent. The production will 
come. Maybe he’s happy to cede some of his responsibilities to Jeff 
Petry, who had a monster game against Los Angeles on Thursday night. 
Letang has carried too much of the load on Pittsburgh’s right side for too 
long. Petry can help. 

3. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 2-1-1 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

What Matters: Alex Newhook’s slow start. 

The Avalanche have big shoes to fill at second-line center and Newhook 
was going to be the first guy to get a crack at it. Through four games he 
has no points and has one of the worst expected goals rates on the 
team. The team said he would get a very long audition in the role, but 
early returns suggest he isn’t quite ready. Until he is (or they find 
someone else to fill the role), this team’s forward group is looking a lot 
thinner than last year. 

What Doesn’t Matter: October, November, December, January, 
February, March. 

The defending Stanley Cup champions are going to make the playoffs. 
They have a 98 percent chance at it. The only thing that matters is what 
happens starting in April, especially with the likelihood of the Avalanche 
having a high seed once they get there. The next six months are just one 
long practice for these guys. 

4. New York Rangers 

Record: 3-1-1 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

What Matters: Balance, balance, balance. 

The Rangers are racking up points despite Igor Shesterkin’s crummy 
stats (.901 save percentage, 29th in the league in goals saved above 
expected). We know how good their power play is, but five-on-five 
production was an issue last season until bringing in some (since 
departed) trade deadline reinforcements. So far this year, they’re top-10 
in expected and actual goals percentage. That’ll play. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Igor Shesterkin’s crummy stats. 

He’s too good to worry about. 

5. Boston Bruins 

Record: 4-1-0 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

What Matters: David Krejci’s return. 

The Bruins’ 4-1-0 start is only surprising if you weren’t paying attention. 
The Athletic’s official position as mandated by The Cult of Dom’s Model 
was that the Bruins would still be good. Krejci returning to the fold was a 
big part of that. Through five games the veteran center has five points 
while performing well at five-on-five. It’s like he never left. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Injuries. 

Some people really thought the Bruins would go 2-18-0 to start the 
season without Brad Marchand, Charlie McAvoy and Matt Grzelcyk. 
That’s not how this sport works, baby. 

The 4-1-0 start is a bit surprising given the losses, but it helps getting big-
time contributions from someone like AJ Greer who has started the 
season with three goals and five points in five games. That won’t last, but 
it’s a nice boost for now for a team that needed its depth players to step 
up. 

We'll Tay-ke it. pic.twitter.com/209ZCa7fyC 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) October 21, 2022 

6. Calgary Flames 

Record: 3-1-0 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

What Matters: Nazem Kadri, as advertised. 
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Adding Kadri completed a (not entirely planned) offseason overhaul for 
Calgary, and he’s held up his end of the bargain. With him on the ice at 
five-on-five, the Flames have outscored opponents 3-2; out-attempted 
them 56-35; out-chanced them 34-18 and controlled nearly 67 percent of 
the expected goals 

What Doesn’t Matter: That loss to Buffalo. 

The Sabres are fine, and the Flames were due a bit of a dud after three 
wins over Western Conference contenders (Colorado, Edmonton, Vegas) 
to start the season. Not a big deal. 

7. Florida Panthers 

Record: 3-1-0 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 7 

What Matters: Matthew Tkachuk starting strong. 

There were questions about how Tkachuk would look away from 
Calgary’s system and high-powered top line. So far so good with six 
points in four games and a 56 percent expected goals rate. The biggest 
thing though is how many individual chances he’s generating. His 3.3 
expected goals ranks third in the league. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Defensive depth, apparently. 

Florida’s defense looked like the team’s fatal flaw from the get-go. Now 
with Aaron Ekblad out for a while, it’s going to be put to a major test. 
We’ll see how it goes, but it’s a bold call for a team with contending 
aspirations to trot out Gustav Forsling and five dudes. Defensive depth 
should matter, but the Panthers clearly don’t think so. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 4-1-0 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 10 

What Matters: So far, so good in net 

Logan Thompson is top 10 in save percentage (.938) and GSAx (3.3). No 
team had more riding on a less proven goaltender. Backup Adin Hill had 
a nice night against Winnipeg on Friday, as well. If this is going to work 
for Vegas, they’re going to need consistently decent play from their 
goalies. 

What Doesn’t Matter: The salary cap. 

Look inside your heart: Would you really be surprised if February rolled 
around and they weren’t making a run at Patrick Kane? 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 2-0-0 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

What Matters: The upcoming schedule. 

We want to talk about how good the Blues are, we promise … but it’s 
hard to do that after only two games. Two games against the Oilers over 
the next week and one against Nashville should do the trick. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Everything because they’ve only played two 
games. 

It is funny that even after two games the Blues numbers at five-on-five 
are exactly as expected: lots of goals, not as many expected goals. Still, 
even with this being an example in small sample size madness, there’s a 
line for too small a sample. Two games qualifies. Call us next week for 
Blues takes. This week, we’ve got nothing. Blame Gary. 

10. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 3-2-0 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 11 

What Matters: Goaltending, no matter how much they’d rather it didn’t. 

Matt Murray — a historically ineffective, injury-prone starting goalie — 
has been ineffective and injured. Shocking! Now it’s up to Ilya Samsonov 
and Erik Källgren to drive the bus, and if the Leafs aren’t the five-on-five 
juggernaut we all believed them to be, there will be some white-knuckle 
rides. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Auston Matthews’ shooting percentage. 

It’s 4.2 — more than 12 points below his career average. That’s jumping 
up at some point very soon. He doesn’t look himself, but he’s also 
healthy, supremely talented and a month past his 25th birthday. He’ll be 
back. 

11. Dallas Stars 

Record: 3-0-1 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 8 

What Matters: Jake Oettinger hasn’t slowed down since his “A Star is 
Born” playoff moment. 

Oettinger was a brick wall during the postseason last year, looking like a 
future elite netminder for Dallas. He’s picked up right where he left off to 
start and we like his odds of keeping that up. Through his first three 
games, he’s already saved 4.8 goals above expected with a .966 save 
percentage. He’s arrived. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Mason Marchment having six points in four games. 

The models love him and he was top 10 in points-per-60 last season. We 
don’t care. We refuse to believe he’ll keep this up and continue looking 
like one of the league’s absolute best power forwards as the models 
seem to suggest he is. 

Then again … he also did this. So maybe he will score 120 points this 
year after all. 

12. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 1-3-0 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 13 

What Matters: The names at the top of the roster. 

Nikita Kucherov Steven Stamkos, Victor Hedman, Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
Brayden Point can stay on autopilot for as long as they want. They know 
what they’re doing. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Most of what they do from now until March. 

Not all of it — the depth players need to prove themselves over the 
course of the season — but the underlyings are good enough to assume 
they’ll round into shape in the near future. All this group has to do is 
make the postseason. 

13. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 2-2-0 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

What Matters: Connor McDavid wants a Rocket Richard. 
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McDavid has that gene where if he wants to, he will. He has the talent to 
win the goal-scoring title if he really wants to and this year he feels like 
he wants to. Five goals in four games? That’s a decent start. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Bad Jack Campbell starting the season. 

With Jack Campbell, you know what you’re getting — you just don’t know 
when. Sometimes he will look like one of the best goalies in the world. 
Sometimes he will look like the worst. To start, Edmonton is getting the 
latter. That’s OK. The other version will show up eventually. 

14. New York Islanders 

Record: 2-2-0 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

What Matters: A normal October. 

Last season, the Isles opened their schedule with a 13-game road trip 
while they waited for UBS Arena to open. By the end of it, they were out 
of gas and four games into an 11-game skid. Nothing got better from 
there on out. So far, the season has been welcomely uneventful. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Mathew Barzal’s linemates. 

The early returns on linking him with Kyle Palmieri are solid enough, but 
that didn’t work out particularly well last season. It’s past time to figure 
something out there. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 1-3-0 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

What Matters: An improved power play. 

The Wild were 18th last year with the man advantage. This year they’re 
clicking at 41 percent and while that likely won’t last, their top five 
expected goals rate so far is extremely encouraging. Minnesota is 
generating 11 expected goals per 60 on the power play this year, up from 
6.5 last year. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Going 0-3 to start the season. 

When the goalies can’t make a save, it’s going to be hard to win games. 
The Wild couldn’t buy a save in the opening three games and that’s not 
enough to write the team off. This is still a group that came into the year 
with very high expectations and once the goaltending normalizes they 
should find themselves on the right track. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 3-3-0 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 18 

What Matters: Their goaltending. 

It’s too early to overreact to any statistical extremes — we’ve said it 
several times already and will say it several times more — but Jonathan 
Quick and Cal Peterson could be a problem. They’re not going to 
combine for an .870 save percentage all season long, but the Kings need 
every point they can get in a sneaky-strong Pacific Division, and at least 
one of those guys is going to have to be better. 

What Doesn’t Matter: The first line’s learning curve. 

In a little more than 50 minutes together, Anze Kopitar, Adrian Kempe 
and Kevin Fiala have controlled about 42 percent of the expected goals. 
Actual goals are 5-5. Those players are too good to hover around 
mediocrity for all that much longer. 

17. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 2-2-0 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 20 

What Matters: Their expected goals percentage. 

After four games, no team has controlled the scoring chance share as 
much as the Devils at 71 percent. It’s early, but that’s a very strong 
signifier that this team is ready to take a big step forward. They’re 
dominating the puck. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Their save percentage. 

Yes, their goaltending is atrocious. But it’s not .845 atrocious. Last year, 
for context, they were at .881 and this goaltending duo, as bad as it is, is 
not as bad as last year’s group. MacKenzie Blackwood already looks like 
he’s starting to turn things around. As long as the team keeps dominating 
at five-on-five, passable goaltending is good enough. They’ll be better 
than .845 for the year. 

beware the fLying fish on the island. pic.twitter.com/WmhOXgHN0F 

— New Jersey Devils (@NJDevils) October 21, 2022 

18. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 2-0-1 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

What Matters: No pointless nights. 

Is that easy when you’ve only played three games? Sure, but the Wings 
are 2-0-1, Dylan Larkin is making huge plays and Moritz Seider is 
showing signs of leveling up. All is well. The point streak won’t last 
forever, but Detroit should be relevant. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Andrew Copp’s start. 

It’s horrendous — Detroit is getting outshot 30-9 with their big offseason 
addition on the ice with a sub-28 expected goals rate — but Copp is too 
good to be this bad. Will he hit the offensive marks we saw last season? 
Maybe not. Doesn’t matter. 

19. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 3-1-0 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 17 

What Matters: Rasmus Dahlin is ready to take the next step toward 
stardom. 

Cale Makar, Adam Fox, Charlie McAvoy, Miro Heiskanen, Quinn Hughes 
— business is booming for the next generation of young defensemen. Is 
Dahlin finally ready to take the leap into that stratosphere? His start 
suggests he just might be after scoring a goal in four straight games, an 
NHL record. He’s been excellent at five-on-five too. He’s the only Sabres 
defender above 50 percent in expected goals. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Their record. 

Sorry, not buying it. Buffalo has 65 percent of the goals but just 47 
percent of the expected goals. The latter number is a middling team 
which would be a nice step for the Sabres — and it’s close to where 
we’ve ranked them — but the former isn’t indicative of much just yet. 

20. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 2-2-0 

Dom rank: 20 
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Sean rank: 22 

What Matters: Avoiding the slide. 

Things looked dodgy for the Sens at the onset, but they’ve normalized 
with a 53 percent expected goals rate that’s directly in line with their 
actual goal percentage. Most importantly, they’ve won two straight and 
avoided the sort of season-starting crater that’d make everyone forget 
that fun offseason reeeeeal quick. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Jake Sanderson’s lack of experience. 

Everything is right where it should be for the 20-year-old defenseman. He 
only has one assist so far, but a 63 percent expected goal rate and a 20-
7 edge in on-ice high-danger chances is about the best you could expect. 
Now all they need is another defenseman or two. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Record: 2-3-1 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 24 

What Matters: Power play regression. 

Last year, the Predators had the league’s sixth-best power play after 
years of struggling with the man advantage. That looked like a mirage 
with their low-scoring chance rate so it should come as little shock that 
the team’s biggest issue right now is a market correction on the power 
play. Nashville is 31st with a 30th-ranked expected goals rate. Not good. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Early struggles for Filip Forsberg, Matt Duchene 
and Roman Josi. 

Nashville’s best skaters were a big reason the Predators were a playoff 
team last season. All three have gotten off to slow starts, but that 
shouldn’t last. Forsberg, Duchene and Josi are all getting out-chanced at 
five-on-five and not producing, but knowing them, they should turn it 
around in short order. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Record: 2-3-0 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 23 

What Matters: The injury list. 

Connor Brown, who opened the season on Washington’s first line, is 
going to miss significant time with a leg injury. Tom Wilson and Nicklas 
Backstrom are still out, and will be for a while. The Caps have no choice 
but do their best to max out their shot this season, but none of this is 
boding well. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Baseball-batting a dude in the face, apparently. 

Washington’s Evgeny Kuznetsov has been suspended for one game for 
High-sticking Vancouver’s Kyle Burroughs. 

pic.twitter.com/Ul8lOuxtIL 

— World Hockey Report (@worldhockeyrpt) October 18, 2022 

23. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 2-2-0 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 23 

What Matters: They’re getting dominated at five-on-five … again. 

Look, it’s just four games — but the problem with this team has long 
been their five-on-five play. With a new coach, you’d hope to see an 
uptick to start. Nope. A 44 percent expected goals rate with the team 

struggling in particular on offense. That they won both games with Nikolaj 
Ehlers and lost both games without is part of it, sure, but if you were 
hoping this was a playoff team the start isn’t ideal. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Any David Rittich start. 

This team, with all its defensive flaws, will live and die by Connor 
Hellebuyck. Losing 5-2 to Vegas with Rittich starting? Who cares. 
Hellebuyck is rocking a .922 save percentage right now and has already 
saved two goals above expected in three games. That’s what counts. If 
he’s on his MVP vibe, this team has a shot. 

24. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 3-1-0 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 21 

What Matters: Wins aside, they’re getting stomped at five-on-five. 

John Tortorella has already helped drag this team to six points. That’s 
what he does. Still, plenty of signs point to Philly being just as bad as 
everyone figured they’d be; they’re third worst in the league in expected 
goal percentage and 32nd in scoring chance percentage. 

What Doesn’t Matter: The fan base’s wants and needs. 

Chuck Fletcher still has a job, correct? 

25. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 1-2-2 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 25 

What Matters: Goaltending, still. 

The Kraken have out-chanced opponents to start the year, but again are 
off to a slow start with just one win in five games. It turns out that the 
goaltending hasn’t magically fixed itself as Philipp Grubauer has an .851 
save percentage while Martin Jones is at .873. Woof. That’s still going to 
be a problem, huh. 

What Doesn’t Matter: A hot start on the power play, and slow start on the 
penalty kill. 

On the power play, the Kraken have the seventh-best goal rate, but the 
second-worst expected goal rate. On the penalty kill, the Kraken have the 
third-worst goal rate, but the seventh-worst expected goal rate. Isn’t 
early-season wackiness fun? 

26. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 2-3-0 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 

What Matters: Johnny Gaudreau’s linemates. 

Patrik Laine scored in Game 1 and hurt his elbow within seconds, or so it 
seemed. Justin Danforth and Gustav Nyquist have taken his place on a 
line with Gaudreau and Boone Jenner. Matthew Tkachuk and Elias 
Lindholm, they are not. Gaudreau has six points in five games anyway; if 
he keeps up that pace with that support, god bless him. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Nick Blankenburg’s size. 

He’s an undrafted, 5-foot-9 defenseman who just played in his ninth NHL 
game, and he was awesome. Good for him. 

27. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 3-2-0 
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Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

What Matters: Arber Xhekaj having the best nickname in hockey. 

Most losing seasons — which the Habs will likely have this season — 
don’t usually have a lot of fun moments. Montreal is bucking that trend 
early with three wins in five games to start, but the most fun is happening 
off the ice with newcomer Arber Xhekaj. He’s played just five career NHL 
games and already has the best nickname in the league. 

Me to Xhekaj: You need to come up with a more creative nickname for 
'Slaf.' 

Xhekaj: Working on it. 

Me: What's yours? 'X?' 

Xhekaj: Yeah, and some guys call me 'Wifi' 

Me: Oh? 

Xhekaj: You know how a wifi password usually looks something like my 
last name? 

What Doesn’t Matter: Any of these wins. 

The Canadiens are, perhaps inexplicably, 3-2-0 to start the season which 
is truly incredible given their makeshift defense corps. Take it with a grain 
of salt though, this team is still a lottery contender and their underlying 
numbers point to impending losses in their future. It’s been a fun start, 
but this was still the league’s worst team last year for a reason. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 1-3-1 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 29 

What Matters: That Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry mesh. 

Heading into this season, they’d barely played together. Let’s see what 
they can do; the Ducks will be a lot more interesting — and Pat Verbeek 
will feel a lot better — if it works out. 

What Doesn’t Matter: John Klingberg’s slow start. 

Anaheim’s big offseason addition hasn’t done much in his first four 
games — two assists, one on the power play, and five-on-five numbers 
that are basically as bad as the rest of his teammates. Doesn’t matter. 
He’s a right-shot defensemen with offensive ability on a one-year deal. 
He’ll retain some level of trade value no matter how bad he is. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 1-2-0 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 28 

What Matters: Jonathan Toews’s trade value growing. 

It’s really early, but Toews looks rejuvenated to start the season and if he 
keeps it up, he will be one helluva trade chip for the Blackhawks. Patrick 
Kane will command a lot in return, but if Toews proves he can still be a 
top-six caliber center, he might be able to fetch Chicago a decent return 
as well (with salary retention, of course). 

What Doesn’t Matter: Anything this team does on the ice. 

The Blackhawks are openly tanking this season and have only played 
three games so far. That means 79 more miserable games that we 
should not have to pretend to care about. If the franchise doesn’t, we 
shouldn’t either. 

30. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 0-3-2 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 32 

What Matters: They’re going home. 

Vancouver wasn’t supposed to be down here, as part of The Tank 
Brigade, at any point this season — let alone after five games. Bruce 
Boudreau’s postgame media sessions are getting sadder by the day. Not 
a lot of positive stuff going on with them. They almost beat Minnesota on 
Thursday? They didn’t blow a multi-goal lead? At least the road trip is 
over. 

What Doesn’t Matter: J.T. Miller’s putrid start 

Don’t get the wrong idea here; it’s not good. He was on the ice for 12 of 
Vancouver’s first 18 goals against, plus Kirill Kaprizov’s OT winner on 
Thursday. But when you’re signed for eight more years, what are five 
measly games, really? 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 1-5-0 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

What Matters: That they might be bad enough to contend for Connor 
Bedard after all. 

Before the season started it really looked like the Sharks would be in 
tough to truly enter the Bedard sweepstakes considering the competition 
and their slightly more competitive roster. Guys like Tomas Hertl, Timo 
Meier and Erik Karlsson would make it difficult to be as bad as 
necessary. After starting the season 0-5-0 though, that theory is looking 
unlikely, especially with how poor the Sharks look at five-on-five. The 
blue line in particular looks dire. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Their perfect penalty kill. 

The Sharks are one of four teams with a perfect penalty kill, an 
impressive feat considering they’ve played more games than the other 
three teams. San Jose has killed off 20 straight chances to start the 
season, and while the Sharks had an elite penalty kill last season, their 
expected goals-against rate was top 10 last year too. This year they’re 
below average to start. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 1-3-0 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 30 

What Matters: That they’re as bad as they’re supposed to be. 

There were moments in their season opener against Pittsburgh when the 
Coyotes looked … frisky. Not good, but frisky. As for that Leafs game? 
It’s a perfect October game. Stuff happens. But on balance, this team still 
looks like one primed to lose, and lose relentlessly. They’re already at a 
minus-9 goal differential and have the worst expected goals rate in the 
league. All systems go. 

What Doesn’t Matter: Who lands Jakob Chychrun.  

Doesn’t matter to the Coyotes, at least. Just move the guy so everyone 
can get on with their lives. 
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What’s driving the increase in NHL scoring? Better players, worse 
goalies, fewer fighters 

 

Cam Charron6-7 minutes 21/10/2022 

 

We’re less than a week into the NHL season, and we’ve already seen a 
small uptick in scoring. Through Thursday’s games, the average NHL 
team has scored 2.7 goals for per 60 minutes of play, per Natural Stat 
Trick, which is the highest rate of 5v5 scoring dating back to at least 
2008. In addition, NHL goalies are having a very rough go: They have 
collectively saved 91.3 percent of shots faced at 5v5, which would be the 
lowest year on average. 

It’s an interesting trend that has sustained over several seasons: NHL 
save percentage peaked in the 2015-16 season, when goalies made 
92.5 percent of saves. Since then, that number has steadily declined, 
and is down a full ten points in the early going of the 2022-23 season, 
after finishing at 91.6 percent last season. To put that in perspective, the 
worst team in the ‘15-16 season (Calgary, at 91.1 percent) would have 
been 24th in the ‘21-22 campaign, nearly out of the bottom ten of the 
league completely. 

There are a few plausible options for the fall in save percentage, and I 
would love to be able to spend time researching each of them. 

First, and most obvious, the pandemic led to expanded rosters over the 
‘20-21 and ‘21-22 seasons that allowed a lot more players who wouldn’t 
sniff the NHL to play. There were 115 goalies that started a game last 
season, compared to just 85 in ‘15-16. It goes without saying that a 
team’s ninth or 10th-string defenseman is much more NHL-ready than its 
fourth or fifth-string goaltender. 

Second, skaters are catching up to goaltenders. While it was common for 
goalies to have their own individual camps and coaches a decade ago, it 
is now expected that many of the sport’s elite forwards will work together 
over the summer and work on their skills. Coaches like Darryl Belfry hold 
summer camps for elite players, who make it their full-time jobs to make 
life miserable for opposing defenders and goalies. 

Third, goalies are getting worse in general. We are at the end of a golden 
age of goaltending, with aspiring goalies unable to take over for the void 
left by goalies such as Carey Price and Tuukka Rask. Worse, NHL teams 
restrict their goalie search to those who are 6-foot-2 or taller (just three of 
the 20 drafted goalies this past June were below that height), limiting 
opportunities for would-be talented keepers. 

Fourth, and what I will be discussing today: Teams are far more efficient 
with their rosters than they used to be. 

Fighting has not completely left the NHL. Tanner Jeannot led the NHL 
with 14 fights last season, per the invaluable HockeyFights.net. That’s 
more than the leader from the ‘15-16 season, Cody McLeod, who led the 
league with 12 fights. 

What sets Jeannot apart from McLeod, however, is that Jeannot is a 
much better hockey player. Jeannot finished seventh in Calder Trophy 
voting last season, was a mainstay on the Predators’ third line and 
averaged over 16 minutes a game. He also scored 41 points in 81 
games. McLeod, by comparison, averaged just over 10 minutes a game, 
and had just 13 points. In fact, over his three previous seasons 
culminating in ‘15-16, he scored just 38 points total despite playing 
almost every game. 

Some of the other players that were among the top 10 forwards in 
fighting majors also had very productive seasons. Nic Deslauriers, 
second in fighting majors, may have been Anaheim’s best regular 
penalty-killing forward last season. Marcus Foligno, who had 10 fights 
and was tied for fifth, was a mainstay on possibly the league’s strongest 
checking line. 

Compare that to previous years, and you see a much different caliber of 
player on this list, which brings me to the point: NHL third and fourth lines 
have become much improved over the last decade, and roster spots 
formerly reserved for players like Cody McLeod or Zack Stortini or Jared 
Boll or George Parros or any number of classic enforcer types, are now 
being used on stronger depth players. 

On the lineups put forth by teams in their opening games, there are, by 
my count, only two players that fit this definition of player: the Avalanche 
have managed to find a roster spot for Kurtis MacDermid, who is listed as 
a defenceman but averaged just 7:24 of ice-time last season. The Blue 
Jackets did the same for Mathieu Olivier, who averages a fight every 
eight games in his professional career and had just 11 points in the AHL 
last season in 46 games. 

Other than that, when NHL fourth lines hit the ice, we are much more 
likely to see something resembling hockey than we used to. The average 
call-up player scored 1.20 points per 60 last season, 22 percent above 
the valley for these types of players (0.96 P/60) in ‘14-15. (By 
comparison, first-line players are up 21 percent over the same span, 2.21 
last season, up from 1.83 in ‘14-15). More telling, when call-up players 
were on the ice last season, they averaged 1.96 goals for per 60 minutes 
and 2.43 goals against. Those rates are both well up from the 1.64 GF/60 
and 2.06 GA/60 from the low-scoring ‘15-16 season. 

What that means is that there is no respite for defenses. 

When the Predators were defending a two-goal lead in the third period 
against the Kings on Tuesday night, while they did successfully keep the 
Kings stars from tying the game, they allowed a goal against to the Kings’ 
fourth line (on a Brendan Lemieux rush up ice) and third line (with 
Quentin Byfield and Gabe Vilardi playing together at 4v4). It is much 
tougher to defend those types of depth pieces than it was in 2016 when 
the equivalent fourth liner might have been Jordan Nolan or Kyle Clifford. 

Teams still value size up front, but they are also demanding that these 
players must be able to keep up with a rush, rather than simply throw a 
few hits and score the occasional goal. 

Data sourced via Natural Stat Trick 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, each team's best addition 

 

Kristen Shilton 

14-18 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

The 2022-23 NHL regular season is just 10 days old, but it's time to 
assess what all 32 teams have done thus far -- for better or worse. 

For this week's Power Rankings, we also identified the best newcomer 
for every team. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last edition,  

Published Oct. 10. Points paces are through Thursday's games. 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
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Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Oct. 22), @ VAN (Oct. 24) 

Brent Burns seems tailor-made for the Hurricanes (and not just because 
he loves a storm surge celebration). The veteran blueliner stepped right 
into a top-pairing slot with Jaccob Slavin. He can still play over 22 
minutes per game, get shots through traffic, play physically and make 
solid first passes. It's good energy for the Canes. 

2. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (Oct. 22), vs. PIT (Oct. 25) 

Nazem Kadri scored his first goal as a Flame by going coast-to-coast 
through the Oilers and heating up the always fiery Battle of Alberta. 
That's one way to say hello. Kadri has been a perfect early fit in Calgary 
with his balance of talent and tenacity. 

3. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.700 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Oct. 23), vs. COL (Oct. 25), @ NYI (Oct. 26) 

Vincent Trocheck can be the Rangers' jack-of-all-trades: a high-speed, 
top-line contributor and special-teams stalwart who continuously pushes 
the pace offensively. It took Trocheck some time to get comfortable in the 
preseason and build chemistry with new linemates, but the veteran 
averaged a point per game out of the gate and is noticeably more 
confident with every game. 

4. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.875 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Oct. 22), @ OTT (Oct. 24), @ BOS (Oct. 25), 
vs. WSH (Oct. 27) 

Mason Marchment is off to a dynamic start for Dallas that included two 
goals in his Stars debut -- the top-shelf snipe was especially nice -- and 
the big winger has continued to ooze confidence. He'll earn plenty of ice 
time at 5-on-5 and can be lethal on the power play, all things Dallas 
hoped for when Marchment signed his four-year, $18 million deal last 
summer. 

5. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.875 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Oct. 22), @ EDM (Oct. 24), @ CGY (Oct. 25) 

Jeff Petry is at his best when, as coach Mike Sullivan says, he's making 
the Penguins "harder to play against." That's been Petry's goal early on 
in navigating his new environment, leaning on his brand of hard-nosed 
hockey to elevate Pittsburgh's defense. It hasn't been perfect, but Petry's 
a player his team believes in. 

6. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Oct. 21), vs. NYI (Oct. 23), @ CHI (Oct. 25), @ 
PHI (Oct. 27) 

Matthew Tkachuk has ably transitioned his signature blend of scoring 
skill, puck-hounding and ability to aggravate right into the Sunshine 
State. He notched two goals in two games to start the season in tandem 

with a strong defensive effort and, of course, getting under opponents' 
skin. That Tkachuk-ian attitude is just what the Panthers needed. 

7. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 0.700 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Oct. 22), vs. DAL (Oct. 25), vs. DET (Oct. 27) 

How much does A.J. Greer love being a Boston Bruin? Enough to 
celebrate his first goal in black and gold by literally kissing the logo on his 
chest. Greer scored again in that Bruins home opener and has continued 
raising the bar on Boston's third line with physicality and strong defensive 
habits. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.800 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Oct. 22), vs. TOR (Oct. 24), @ SJ (Oct. 25) 

Bruce Cassidy is the most notable new face for Vegas, and he has the 
Golden Knights back up and running. The team appeared to need 
another fresh voice behind the bench, and Cassidy has supplied it in 
helping guide the Golden Knights to a 4-1 start. Change can be a good 
thing. 

9. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.625 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Oct. 21), @ VGK (Oct. 22), @ NYR (Oct. 25) 

Alexandar Georgiev lands here almost by default because the reigning 
Stanley Cup champions are basically running it back with the same group 
that took it to the house last season. The major exception, of course, is 
Georgiev replacing Darcy Kuemper as the team's starter in net. He's off 
to a solid start at 2-0 with a .911 SV% and 2.51 GAA. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 1.000 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Oct. 22), @ WPG (Oct. 24), vs. EDM (Oct. 
26), @ NSH (Oct. 27) 

Jake Neighbours got a taste of the NHL in nine games last season, and 
the rookie battled to make St. Louis' roster out of camp. The 20-year-old 
is a strong competitor with bite to his game, and he's showing dynamic 
offensive potential with a playmaker's edge. Wherever Neighbours slots 
in the lineup he's capable of chipping in. 

11. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Oct. 22), vs. TB (Oct. 25), vs. WPG (Oct. 27) 

Kevin Fiala is delivering on the scoresheet for Los Angeles. The Kings 
went all-in on trading for -- and then extending -- Fiala to boost their 
forward depth, and so far it's paying off. The winger popped in a goal and 
two assists against his former team, the Minnesota Wild, and has 
showcased good chemistry with Anze Kopitar and Adrian Kempe. 

12. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.600 
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Next seven days: @ WPG (Oct. 22), @ VGK (Oct. 24), @ SJ (Oct. 27) 

Calle Jarnkrok has been a solid addition to the Leafs' third line. He's 
durable and versatile, a low-maintenance linemate who makes players 
around him better. Jarnkrok can contribute just about anywhere, 
including on the scoresheet, and he has looked like a nice under-the-
radar pickup by Toronto. 

13. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Oct. 22), vs. SJ (Oct. 23), vs. FLA (Oct. 27) 

John Tortorella gets the nod here because in all honesty no one is having 
the impact on the Flyers that he is. Philadelphia's new coach is brutally 
frank, and that attitude is what will continue to define the atmosphere 
around this team. If anything, Tortorella seems to have the Flyers 
believing in themselves -- even if no one else did. 

14. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: @ TB (Oct. 22), @ FLA (Oct. 23), vs. NYR (Oct. 26) 

Robin Salo rounded up a pair of goals in his second game of the season 
and has been a steady performer on the Islanders' blue line. The rookie 
came into this season with 21 games previously under his belt, and early 
on Salo looks increasingly ready to become a full-time NHL skater. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.417 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Oct. 22), vs. STL (Oct. 27) 

Nino Niederreiter started hot in Music City with four goals in his first four 
games. Nashville previously lacked depth scoring, and Niederreiter is 
providing the solution there with timely offensive contributions while 
creating chances and helping drive play for his linemates. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.833 

Next seven days: @ CHI (Oct. 21), vs. ANA (Oct. 23), vs. NJ (Oct. 25), 
@ BOS (Oct. 27) 

Ville Husso opened his tenure as Detroit's starter with a 29-save shutout. 
That memorable debut is just the beginning of Husso's potential with the 
Red Wings, who have desperately needed stability between the pipes. 
Looks like Husso -- in tandem with Alex Nedeljkovic -- is primed to 
provide it. 

17. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Oct. 22), @ SEA (Oct. 25), vs. MTL (Oct. 27) 

Eric Comrie already made history in Buffalo as the first goaltender to 
register an assist -- this one on an Alex Tuch goal -- in his Sabres debut. 
The former Winnipeg Jet has been solid for the Sabres so far, with good 
technique and some big-time saves. Buffalo needs all that and more 
while finding its bearings this season. 

18. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Oct. 22), @ NJ (Oct. 24), @ DAL (Oct. 27) 

Dylan Strome just wanted to be wanted. His early play with the Capitals 
shows that Strome still has much to offer. He's a skilled skater and 
passer with good instincts and transitions up the ice quickly. That looks to 
fit with what Washington needs most as it weathers the start of this 
season without the likes of Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Oct. 22), vs. STL (Oct. 24), @ LA (Oct. 27) 

Sam Gagner joining the Jets on a one-year deal in September was 
widely under-discussed. No matter, Gagner has done the necessary 
talking on the ice early in the season. He's a hardworking grinder who 
has been a perfect fit on Winnipeg's fourth line and second power play 
unit. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. STL (Oct. 22), vs. PIT (Oct. 24), @ STL (Oct. 26), 
@ CHI (Oct. 27) 

Dylan Holloway turned an excellent training camp and preseason into an 
opening night roster spot to make his NHL debut in Edmonton's top six. 
That's impressive enough. Holloway has worked hard finding his way and 
will continue learning on the job -- and through a few turnovers -- to 
ideally become a consistent piece of the Oilers' lineup. 

21. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.600 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (Oct. 22), vs. MIN (Oct. 25), @ BUF (Oct. 27) 

Arber Xhekaj was a great story before he stepped onto NHL ice. The 
undrafted blueliner made a bruising debut with the Canadiens on opening 
night, and also tallied an assist. Xhekaj has been noticeable ever since 
and continues to show why Montreal found a place for him in the lineup. 

22. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.250 

Next seven days: @ FLA (Oct. 21), vs. NYI (Oct. 22), @ LA (Oct. 25), @ 
ANA (Oct. 26) 

Vladislav Namestnikov has technically played for Tampa before, from 
2013-14 to 2017-18, but the Lightning might need him now more than 
ever. Namestnikov has been part of Tampa Bay's revamped third line 
and shown some good early returns. What the veteran lacks in flash he 
can make up for in reliability and consistency, two things Tampa could 
use. 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Oct. 22), vs. DAL (Oct. 24), vs. MIN (Oct. 27) 

Jake Sanderson has fit beautifully onto Ottawa's back end, and looks 
poised to retain a top-four role. The rookie plays a confident game, can 
control pace of play and isn't afraid to take calculated chances. The 
Senators have to be feeding off that energy. 
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24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (Oct. 22), @ NYR (Oct. 23), vs. ARI (Oct. 25) 

Johnny Gaudreau is an elite talent who can drive Columbus' offense -- 
and the Blue Jackets will need their new acquisition to do that as Patrik 
Laine is sidelined three to four weeks with an elbow sprain. Gaudreau is 
still settling onto his top-line perch while giving Columbus over 21 
minutes per game with good returns on the scoresheet. 

25. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.250 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Oct. 22), @ MTL (Oct. 25), @ OTT (Oct. 27) 

Sam Steel is one of Minnesota's only new faces this season, and he has 
not been lost in the crowd. Checking in on the Wild's third or fourth line, 
the 24-year-old has been reliable defensively and added some offense 
(including a critical game-tying goal) to be a viable option within the 
team's bottom-six group. 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Oct. 22), vs. WSH (Oct. 24), @ DET (Oct. 25) 

Alexander Holtz isn't completely new to the Devils -- he played nine 
games for them last season -- but the rookie is eyeing a bigger role this 
season. The 20-year-old already notched his first career goal and could 
be a versatile piece in New Jersey's bottom six as coach Lindy Ruff has 
already shuffled him throughout New Jersey's lineup. 

27. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.300 

Next seven days: @ DET (Oct. 23), vs. TB (Oct. 26) 

Ryan Strome announced himself with Anaheim in a three-point debut to 
fuel the Ducks' comeback win over Seattle. That's the impact Anaheim 
hoped its new top-line center would have when Strome inked a five-year, 
$25 million free agent contract last summer. 

28. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.200 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Oct. 22), vs. CAR (Oct. 24), @ SEA (Oct. 27) 

Andrei Kuzmenko has a shot just like Alex Ovechkin -- or so says his 
coach, Bruce Boudreau. The 26-year-old rookie did score in his NHL 
debut and has exhibited some early chemistry with center Elias 
Pettersson. While Kuzmenko is still adjusting from the KHL game, there's 
an assuredness and ease to him that suggests he'll be fine. 

29. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.333 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Oct. 21), vs. SEA (Oct. 23), vs. FLA (Oct. 25), 
vs. EDM (Oct. 27) 

Jason Dickinson wanted a fresh start in Chicago and in his debut game 
(a 5-2 win over the Red Sharks) had a goal and two assists. Dickinson 

barely had any notice he'd be suiting up, but it didn't matter as the 27-
year-old played on instinct and clicked with his new club. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: @ COL (Oct. 21), @ CHI (Oct. 23), vs. BUF (Oct. 25), 
vs. VAN (Oct. 27) 

Matty Beniers is the present and future of this Kraken squad. The 19-
year-old is already centering Seattle's top line, and his rookie season is 
off to a good start offensively with four points in five games. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.250 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Oct. 22), @ CBJ (Oct. 25) 

Dylan Guenther might not be a fixture all season with Arizona, but the 19-
year-old is making the most of his moment. Playing a second-line role, 
Guenther tallied an assist in his NHL debut and appears composed and 
confident beyond his years. That's an excellent start. 

32. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.167 

Next seven days: @ NJ (Oct. 22), @ PHI (Oct. 23), vs. VGK (Oct. 25), 
vs. TOR (Oct. 27) 

Luke Kunin went straight to a top-line role for the Sharks as a 
complement to Tomas Hertl and Timo Meier. San Jose grabbed Kunin 
from Nashville in a summertime trade to maximize its scoring potential 
and Kunin has tried to oblige with a pair of points in his first five games. 
Like the rest of San Jose's lineup, there's more Kunin can offer, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Miller's not worried about Canucks' start, but maybe he 
should be 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

October 21, 2022, 8:47 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – J.T. Miller had a surprising answer when asked Friday 
how the Vancouver Canucks get out of trouble after opening their season 
with a 0-3-2 road trip that broke National Hockey League records for 
blown leads. 

“I don't feel like we're in it,” the 29-year-old centre said. “Like, you know, 
it's not that bad — it's five games. And we're trending in the right 
direction, whether people realize it or not. We have a ton of belief. It's 
upbeat and we're excited to play tomorrow, we're excited to be home. It's 
not down. 

"There are some moments of the road trip that were pressing, no 
question. But it's just going to make us stronger at the end of the day.” 

This came a few minutes after coach Bruce Boudreau, who could really 
use a win Saturday against the Buffalo Sabres in the Canucks’ home-
opener at Rogers Arena, told the same reporters: “The playoffs aren't 
won in October unless you're playing baseball.” 
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No, but as this same team demonstrated last fall, you may not be able to 
make the Stanley Cup playoffs in October and November, but you sure 
can miss them. 

Despite a rocket ride with Boudreau over the final two-thirds of last 
season, the Canucks never recovered from their 6-14-2 start, which 
included three wins in 10 games in October. 

That’s three more wins than the Canucks have now. This is the context 
that frames the current angst on the West Coast over a hockey team that 
has so often disappointed. 

And whether the team is “in it” or not at the moment, Miller undoubtedly 
is. 

The 29-year-old center, the emotional leader and beating heart of the 
Canucks, has one even-strength point this season, has been on the ice 
for 13 of 22 goals surrendered in all situations, and Miller’s five-game 
“peak” in expected-goals-for (a measure of puck possession and scoring 
chances at five-on-five) is just 36 per cent. 

He is one of the Canucks’ most influential players and, starting next 
season, will be their highest-paid one. When he’s not going, it’s difficult 
for the team to go without him. Miller is too big to be a passenger. This is 
the key difference for him now versus earlier in his career. 

Every player – every single player in the NHL – goes through spells 
where they are not nearly as good as they’d like to be. But that has rarely 
happened to Miller for any extended period since a 2019 trade from the 
Tampa Bay Lightning gave him a launch pad to a new level. 

When he struggled in Tampa or, before that, with the New York Rangers, 
Miller did so as a middle- or bottom-six forward largely hidden in the 
shade of teammates spotlighted higher up the lineup. With the Canucks, 
Miller is at centre stage, constantly in the hot glare of reporters and fans. 

“It's more of a spotlight for you guys, being more of a focal point,” Miller 
said Friday. “But for me, nothing changes. You know, my struggles 
versus what people think are struggles also are different. So I don't look 
at it as much more of a focal point. If I'm not playing up to my standard, I 
know that. 

“I feel like in the last couple of games, I've actually started to get more 
comfortable. I feel pretty good. I told you guys at the beginning of camp, 
my main focus is to be hard to play against five on five. I feel like I've 
been pretty good at my own end, winning puck battles and being smart 
and responsible. And at some point, I think the puck will sort of end up on 
my tape a little more. But right now, it's kind of hard to come by. 

"For myself, you know. . . the timing will get better, the game will open 
up. But I think that it's important for me to not be impatient and change 
the way I'm playing. I think that at some point, I've got to believe that it's 
coming.” 

Miller had 99 points last season, ninth in NHL scoring. It may turn out to 
be a career year, but it was not an aberration. The power forward from 
Ohio has been a consistent point-per-game force in Vancouver, 12th in 
league scoring over his three seasons with the Canucks. 

Team president Jim Rutherford told Sportsnet this week that Miller “over 
tries” sometimes because “it's what drives him. He wants to win, he 
wants to do well.” 

If there was any doubt about the latter, then the Canucks really would be 
in trouble. 

“I've been my own worst enemy, I guess, forever,” he said. “But that kind 
of makes me. . . the player I am as well. I wouldn't say it's pressure. Like, 
I don't feel pressure. I think that the older I'm getting, the more I 
understand there's a way to play for me. It's very, very simple. . .  when I 
commit to that, and don't try to get off on a different game plan because 
let's say the points aren't there or the touches aren't there. The last two 
games, I felt like I played pretty darn well, but I didn't have a lot of puck 
touches. So it's kind of hard to see that I guess from a boxscore 
standpoint. 

“Yeah, I'm hard on myself. I think I expect a high level of play for myself, 
and I know that when I play to that level, I give our team a better chance 
to win. So I'm not going to change.” 

“As long as he continues to be as competitive as he is and (has) the will 
to win and is the good teammate that he is, then the other stuff is going 
to happen,” Boudreau said of Miller. “I've got no qualms about where J.T. 
is going to be and where he's going to end up and how important he is to 
this team.” 

• The Canucks did not practise Friday but players were brought to a rink 
in Burnaby for meetings after their early-hours arrival home from 
Thursday’s 4-3 overtime loss in Minnesota. . . Boudreau offered no 
medical updates on injured defencemen Travis Dermott, Riley Stillman 
and Tucker Poolman, but said prospect Jack Rathbone will make his 
season debut on the blue line against Buffalo. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Friday Four: Is a goalie problem brewing in Minnesota? 

 

Rory Boylen 

October 21, 2022, 4:37 PM 

 

The next three seasons should be fascinating in Minnesota. As the team 
tries to build on improved regular season finishes and breakthrough with 
some playoff series wins, they'll have to battle punishing cap penalties 
from buyouts to Ryan Suter and Zach Parise. 

This isn't a rebuild situation. Far from it. With a nice mix of veterans and 
young players on cheap contracts, the Wild seem in good shape to carry 
on at least this season. But they did have one curveball to deal with in 
the summer. 

GM Bill Guerin's plan was to come into the season with an experienced 
goalie tandem of Cam Talbot and Marc-Andre Fleury. But when the latter 
re-upped on an extension before becoming a free agent, the former 
asked for a trade out of town to get more playing time — and then Talbot 
was sent to Ottawa. 

So, Fleury was instead paired with the inexperienced Filip Gustavsson 
this season, and much more of the workload and responsibility fell to him. 
This is why Fleury's slow start in the very early-goings is so alarming. 

In Game 1, Fleury allowed seven goals on 35 shots against the Rangers. 
In Game 2, he allowed four goals on 14 shots and was pulled after the 
first period. You could hear the Wild fans' frustration through a spattering 
of boos and a Bronx cheer. 

Fleury was just not himself to start off, and sat for Minnesota's third game 
of the year — a 6-3 loss to Colorado in which Gustavsson allowed five 
goals on 37 shots. 

So, is there a controversy brewing here in the crease? 

"Definitely in the media, certainly with the fanbase," reporter Michael 
Russo said on The Jeff Marek Show Thursday. 

At what point does it become a legitimate concern for management, 
though? 

"They're realists. They know three games into the season they've gotten 
terrible goaltending. If Marc-Andre Fleury gets shellacked again, they are 
going to have to start to think about this. 

"I do think there's a lot of eyes on the goaltenders and Fleury looks like 
he's feeling it. He doesn't look confident," Russo continued. "He admitted 
after Game 2 he had lost his confidence and was embarrassed by the 
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way he was playing. He kept on calling the goals he was giving up 
'stupid.' So I do think there's definitely concern inside the organization 
about what sort of position they put themselves in here." 

Now, to be sure, goaltending hasn't been the Wild's only problem to start 
the season. Team offence has been slow out of the gate at 5-on-5 — 
while Minnesota's power play is cooking at 41.2 per cent, they rank 23rd 
in 5-on-5 goals per 60 minutes, a stat they finished second in last 
season. 

The defence in front of the crease has been lacking and falling off last 
season's performance as well. 

  

Shot attempts against/60 

  

Expected goals against/60 

  

High danger chances against/60 

Wild 2022-23 

  

55.18 (13th) 

  

2.45 (13th) 

  

12.86 (26th) 

Wild 2021-22 

  

54.25 (13th) 

  

2.13 (2nd) 

  

9.46 (2nd) 

But, when it comes down to it, Fleury has allowed 6.67 more goals than 
expected so far this season, which ranks 59th of 59 goalies. 

"The thing that is standing out most about his game right now is he 
appears more active than ever in his crease," said scout Jason Bukala. 
"He doesn't seem to be getting set — and his side to side tracking is 
taking him outside his posts too often. Fleury has always been a bit 
unorthodox. He's an active/athletic goalie who will do whatever it takes to 
make saves, but he isn't a big body. When smaller goalies get outside 
the posts they have a longer way to travel to get in position to make 
additional saves or adjustments. 

"My most concerning observation is the fact he is dropping too early and 
over-anticipating. The results have been some goals over his shoulders 
— and worse — from long range. It sounds easy to say, but he needs to 
settle himself down.  

"Having said that, the Wild have been a tire fire in their end to start the 
season. They are losing their men back door, not winning crease area 
battles, and failing to get into shooting lanes defending their net. The 
entire unit needs to be better." 

A few wins may quell these early concerns, kill off any talk of a 
controversy at the position, or a need to acquire more help. And on 
Thursday, Fleury did earn a 4-3 OT win against Vancouver. He had an 
.885 save percentage in the game, so we're not out of the woods yet, but 
it's a start towards hopefully better days. 

"Oh my gosh, so much better. Great feeling," a relieved Fleury said after 
the first win. "Feels good. Finally at home, get a win, came back. We 
were down twice I think and finally came back and won it. Good feeling." 

The 4-1-0 Bruins await the Wild in Boston Saturday night. 

It's hard to believe that four years ago, Nichushkin was the most snake 
bitten player in the NHL. In 2018-19, the last full season before the 
pandemic, Nichushkin played 57 games and scored...zero goals. 

It ended up being his last season with the team that drafted him 10th 
overall. He signed with Colorado as a free agent in 2019 for a low, low 
cap hit of just $850,000. 

Ever since, Nichushkin has been on a steady rise as a dangerous scorer, 
a cautionary tale of giving up on someone too early. The 27-year-old 
arrived in a big way with 25 regular season goals in 2021-22 and another 
nine in 20 games through the playoffs. This time he re-signed with the 
Avalanche for a monster deal: eight years with a $6.125 million cap hit. 
They had to choose him, the winger, over Kadri, the centre. 

And, there's reason to believe that could still wind up being a value deal 
in the end. 

This season, Nichushkin is off to a fast start, and sits tied for third in NHL 
goal scoring with five goals in his first four games. And while, yes, his 
33.3 shooting percentage won't stay that hot, we're still waiting on him to 
produce in one area. 

Nichushkin has yet to score at even strength, with four power play 
markers and one short handed. Last season, Nichushkin scored five 
power play goals total, and 18 at even strength, so it's not as though he's 
inflated his totals with the extra man over the years. 

SEASON 

  

EVEN STRENGTH GOALS 

  

POWER PLAY GOALS 

  

SHORTHAND GOALS 

  

SHOTS PER 60 MINS 

  

SH% 

2018-19 

  

0 

  

0 

  

0 

  

5.74 

  

0 

2019-20 
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11 

  

1 

  

1 

  

7.41 

  

11.5 

2020-21 

  

9 

  

0 

  

1 

  

7.6 

  

10.2 

2021-22 

  

18 

  

5 

  

2 

  

9.16 

  

13.9 

2022-23 

  

0 

  

4 

  

1 

  

10.55 

  

33.3 

With this start, Nichushkin very well could set a new career high in power 
play markers, especially on Colorado's top unit. 

And those even strength goals should start coming. Nichushkin is third 
on the Avs with 9.51 shots per 60 minutes at even strength so far, which 
is comparable to his season-long rate last season (the graphic above 
shows shot rates in all situations). Eventually those will start going in, and 
when they do, Nichushkin could be on his way to a 30-plus goal year. 

Gustav Forsling, Florida Panthers 

The Florida Panthers will be without Aaron Ekblad for at least a month, 
and possibly longer. Two years ago when Ekblad went down, MacKenzie 
Weegar stepped up in a big way and showed that his strong season had 
more to do with his personal contributions, and not just because he was 
paired with Florida's top defenceman. 

This time Weegar isn't around of course, traded to Calgary in the 
Matthew Tkachuk summer blockbuster. Without him, the Panthers' D 
corps thinned out quite quickly and so Ekblad's injury will be a major 
early challenge for the group. 

If you're looking for someone to step up this time, Gustav Forsling is the 
name to watch. 

The 26-year-old had something of a breakout campaign last season, 
finishing with 10 goals and 37 points in 71 games. And, importantly, 
when Ekblad missed the last month and a half of 2021-22, Forsling did 
step up, while spending most of his time on a pair with Brandon Montour 
at 5-on-5 (and a dose of Weegar, too). 

His numbers over that stretch were still pretty strong, and he led all 
Panthers blueliners with 13 points in 19 games without Ekblad. 

D PARTNER 

  

5on5 TOI 

  

CF% 

  

SF% 

  

GF% 

  

xGF% 

Montour 

  

133:43 

  

60.40 

  

63.45 

  

80 

  

58.03 

Weegar 
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105:33 

  

61.04 

  

60.14 

  

57.14 

  

57.97 

Gudas 

  

94:09 

  

50.27 

  

55.56 

  

42.86 

  

59.13 

This season, Forsling is averaging 25:38 minutes per game, good for 
third in the league. He was a waiver claim of Florida's in January of 2021, 
after the Hurricanes let him get away for free. 

Usually those aren't the type of players you count on to fill a big role for a 
Cup hopeful — and, perhaps, the Panthers aren't quite in that tier 
anymore with this blue line. Time will tell. 

But there's no mistaking that Forsling has levelled up in the past year and 
is one to keep an eye on in fantasy or fandom when he has to fill a huge 
void for at least the next month. 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

He could be the best UFA available next July if the Bruins aren't able to 
sign Pastrnak in time, and what his number might be on a re-sign before 
hitting the open market will be one of this year's more fascinating 
storylines. 

Players upping their production in contract years can be a thing (just look 
at Nazem Kadri last season), but Pastrnak already is a 40-goal scorer, so 
can how much higher can he really go? 

So far, in the early-goings of 2022-23, Pastrnak leads the league in shots 
on goal with 32 in five games. That would put him on pace for 525 shots 
over 82 games, which is probably unsustainable. Then again, that 
number would rank only third all-time in NHL history, and be just shy of 
the 528 shots Alex Ovechkin logged in 2008-09 (Phil Esposito holds the 
record with 550 shots in 1970-71). 

As unlikely as it would be for him to take that many shots, at least it's not 
completely unrealistic. 

Also, at the moment, Pastrnak has converted on 9.4 per cent of his 
shots, which is well below his career average of 13.9. As his overall shot 
numbers come back to Earth, that average should rise again. 

But imagine if it rises — and his shot totals stay astronomical? That 
would have the makings for a 50-goal season...or more. Ovechkin did 
have a shooting percentage over 10 in 2008-09. 

It's fun to think about, at least. 

How far the cap rises will be a major factor in what Pastrnak gets on his 
next deal. If next year's cap rises by just $1 million, his range of AAV will 
be pretty firmly established in the current marketplace, and might top out 
around $11 million. 

But what if the players' escrow "debt" is paid off this season, and the cap 
does rise by $4 million, which Gary Bettman mentioned was a possibility 
this week? Then we could be talking about Pastrnak setting a stark new 
benchmark for star winger contracts. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing a change in Nick Robertson that will make him a 
permanent NHLer 

 

Justin Bourne 

October 21, 2022, 2:15 PM 

 

Although it wasn’t always a popular opinion, I was dug in pretty hard in 
the past on the idea that Nick Robertson just didn’t look NHL ready. He 
always had the same special shot, nose for the net and general ability to 
put away chances, but my concerns were twofold. 

The biggest was that he didn’t seem able to create his own looks. If a 
play unfolded in a way that a linemate got the puck and Robertson got 
open and could get his shot off, it might be dangerous, but that’s the case 
for a lot of NHLers. 

The other was that he seemed so intent on scoring that he forgot the rest 
of the game. He isn’t naturally a big physical guy, but combined with a 
one-way focus, he let a lot slide the wrong way. The risk/reward didn’t 
work for what the Leafs needed. 

The second part -- defence and the non-puck side of the game -- well, it 
remains to be seen if he’ll get that all cleaned up. As with many rookies, it 
likely won’t get fully figured out in their first season, and mistakes will 
come. But the first part? The “not being able to create his own shot,” 
thing? That’s no more, and the fact Robertson is able to do that now -- 
combined with his finishing ability -- will mean that the team will have 
patience with him while he figures out the other stuff. He’ll dress enough 
and score enough to earn himself the rope to learn. 

This isn’t knee-jerk reactionary commentary coming from his two-goal 
night that included an overtime winner. It was evident throughout his 
game Thursday night, not just on the goals, and present throughout a 
preseason where he was one of the Leafs' best forwards. 

So the “how” Nick Robertson has been able to create chances for himself 
-- what is it exactly? 

It’s a dynamic pop in his stride that allows him to get separation that he 
didn’t have last season, whether the absence of that was due to age and 
natural development curves or injury. 

The key isn’t looking at Robertson's goals and finding where that 
occurred, but rather in the moments where his improved stride makes 
him a more valuable player and linemate. 

Let’s look at a few examples and see how this improved skating style is 
going to keep him with the Maple Leafs this season. 

First clip: A clean breakout with possession. I’ll be honest: I didn’t love 
Robertson being out there with 1:30 on the clock in a tied game from the 
Leafs perspective. He’s still a high risk/reward player, and I figured 
they’ve punted away enough free points already by not just playing for 
OT in the dying moments against Montreal and Arizona (then taking their 
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chances with their superior skill there). But in this clip, it’s easy to see 
why they figured it’s worth the chance: 

The sharp cuts and directional changes while taking strides are 
impressive, but there’s a stride just past the top of the circles where you 
can see he gets long, and uses the full extent of his toe flexion to get up 
to the next gear. In the past, his strides have looked shorter and choppier 
than this: 

I don’t necessarily think he’s straightaway fast compared to the NHL’s 
collection of skilled wingers, but I do think he’s got himself up to slightly 
above average among middle-six wingers in top speed, with one major 
difference: the kid works really, really hard. You can see how his 
improved length and work ethic allows him to close a sizeable gap here, 
and make an easy retrieval hard for the Dallas defender: 

Even after stopping in that clip above, when he has to get going again, 
he both wants to get going quickly, and is able to. He stays on top like a 
pest. I mentioned his top speed may be “slightly above average” among 
the NHL’s skilled wingers, but I’d definitely say he’s quicker than most, a 
ball of fast-twitch energy who constantly seems excited about whatever 
the next task is on the list. You can see that again here, where he goes 
from a full stop to being able to get on top of a D-man quickly with a burst 
behind the net: 

This is more of what I wanted to highlight as what’s now a real strength of 
his – quickness and an ability to separate. 

Here it’s a simple stride or two, but it puts Robertson in a spot where he 
can get off a shot. Hey might have gotten this shot last season too, but 
this year it’s a shot without pressure: 

Again, how he works after the shot is quick and energetic. On his first 
goal, he’s strong enough to take contact from Jamie Benn, but it’s the 
strides he takes to create separation that do the same thing they did on 
the shot above: he gets not just a shot, but one without pressure. 

This one doesn’t showcase the skating exactly, but you can see that 
going from a stop to full speed so capably allows him to get comfortable 
on the rush, slow down, and get himself in a dangerous spot. 

My expectation for Nick Robertson this season isn’t that he’s suddenly 
going to be a 40-goal guy who's good all the time for the Leafs. I think 
he’s still a fairly singularly focused player (offence) and, sometimes 
because of that, he will make some decisions that will make you go 
“ugh.” 

I think the coach will get intermittently frustrated, and Robertson might 
even end up watching a few games this season. But I also think that his 
improved skating and work ethic and finishing ability will keep him in the 
lineup most nights (particularly on a team up against the cap that needs a 
cheap contributor). And if Robertson plays regularly, he can score 20 this 
season. 

Regardless of how it shakes out exactly, I can’t see him spending any 
more time with the Marlies -- he’s clearly an NHLer. His development is a 
great one for the Leafs. He skates well and works hard and can 
sometimes straight-up beat a goalie where most shooters can’t. If the 
price for that is some defensive errors or turnovers, the team can live 
with it. 

Toronto has a capital-p Player now in Nick Robertson, which for a team 
currently 24th in goals-for-per-game (2.8), should be awfully exciting 
news. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames cult hero Lucic 'grateful' to play game he loves as 
he hits another milestone 

 

Eric Francis 

October 21, 2022, 1:39 PM 

 

CALGARY – They’re not booing Milan Lucic every time he touches the 
puck. 

They’re “Looooching.” 

It has been that way since he moved to southern Alberta three years ago. 

It was a significant departure from the way he was being received in 
Edmonton his previous three seasons, as the bloom wore off on a man 
being paid $42 million over seven years to score while riding shotgun 
with Connor McDavid. 

Having lost a step, and the ability to find the net as he once did as a 
former 30-goal scorer, a trade by the Oilers to Calgary for a similarly 
struggling James Neal resurrected Lucic’s career and love for the game. 

While Neal has failed to gain traction since, Lucic was reinvigorated by a 
reduced role on a deeper team, taking pressure off and allowing him to 
focus on a bottom-six role more suited to where the 34-year-old winger is 
now at. 

Using his 6-foot-3, 240-pound body as a fourth-line wrecking ball, Lucic 
has opened the season by bringing energy to his team and the 
Saddledome, where he has become a cult hero. 

Collecting another milestone Thursday night by becoming just the 212th 
player in NHL history to play 1,100 games, the personable Vancouver 
native comes to the rink with a smile and appreciation for a game he 
hopes to play past this season when his contract expires. 

“I just feel very grateful and fortunate,” said a nostalgic and reflective 
Lucic. 

“I love the game, I love competing and being part of the group, and I’m 
grateful and happy every day I get to live the dream I had as a kid. 

“I remember Mark Recchi telling me, ‘Play until they kick you out. If your 
body can still do it, keep doing it because whatever it is you do after 
hockey there’s nothing like being a player in the NHL.' 

“That’s something that always stuck with me.” 

Lucic has opened his 16th NHL season with a bang, spearheading a line 
with Kevin Rooney and Brett Ritchie that played a significant role in the 
team’s three opening wins over Colorado, Edmonton and Vegas. Their 
finest hour came against the Golden Knights when his line drew four 
straight penalties midway through, allowing the power play turn a two-
goal deficit into a 3-2 win. 

Efforts like those are not lost on a knowledgeable fan base that might 
otherwise look at a player making that much money as an anchor on the 
fourth line. 

Not their “Looch.” 

The delight Flames fans take in seeing Lucic lug the puck into the 
offensive zone, where he draws huge cheers with every finished check, 
has helped remind him it is indeed just a game. 

“I remember Dean Lombardi said to me, when I was playing in L.A., 
‘Don’t ever lose that little kid inside of you,’ and that’s something I’ve 
always lived by since he said it to me,” said a philosophical Lucic, one of 
the best interviews in the game. 

“Honestly, playing hockey is something I’ve always wanted to do as a kid. 

“It is still the only thing I want to do, and I think that’s why I’m grateful to 
be in this position to be playing in the NHL in a regular role. 

“That’s something I wanted to work on this summer as well, just kind of 
the mental approach to it as well, being grateful and humble and looking 
forward to it and being happy. 
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“I think that’s why I took time away and went on trips and spent time with 
the family, because when you sit back and look at it all, and put it in 
perspective, you are lucky to live the life you do, and live the dream you 
do, and this is your reality. And it is awesome, so I just want to keep 
doing it as long as I can and keep making it a positive thing in my life. 

“Going through the pandemic, I think we’ve all had some time to reflect 
and think about our livelihoods, and what it’s all about, and what certain 
things mean to you. And it’s made me more grateful for it.” 

Lucic’s longevity is particularly remarkable given the style of game he 
plays. 

With 85 NHL fights under his belt, Lucic is just the 77th player to play 
1,100 games while posting at least 1,100 penalty minutes. A tough slog. 

“I think the physical part of my game has always had to be a part of my 
game to be effective,” said Lucic, who had 30 goals and 32 assists for 62 
points, and 121 penalty minutes in 2010-11 when his Bruins went on to 
win the Stanley Cup. 

“Before, I was a top-six player who was expected to score and provide 
offensively. But now, with where I slide into the lineup, it’s more about 
being like one of those checking role players who comes with high 
energy and physicality and is being a leader and motivator in the room. 

“That’s the focal point now.” 

Wildly popular in the room and in the city, Lucic’s evolution will eventually 
translate into a front office or media job he will thrive in, given his passion 
and impressive knowledge of the game and its history. 

But that’s for another day. 

The gig now revolves around being a good teammate and dad who 
wants everyone around him to enjoy the ride. 

“That little kid that was playing street hockey in the back alleys and on 
frozen ponds, playing for the love of the game, is still with me,” said 
Lucic, who knows that with the depth and experience his club has, this 
has the making of a special season. 

“I try to bring my kids around (the rink) as much as I can, and make them 
a part of it. They’re old enough to know what’s going on now. 

“I’ve won a Stanley Cup, and I won it as a 23-year-old. I wasn’t married 
and didn’t have a family, and I would love to win again and share that 
moment with my children, and that’s another motivating point for me. 

“I feel like I’ve had a good start to the season so far. The legs and body 
are feeling well, and I’ve been able to contribute to the team, so I want to 
keep that going.” 

For how long? 

“You don’t really set a goal,” he smiled. 

“The goal is just to live it day-by-day and play as long as I can.” 
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TSN.CA / Matthews earns maintenance day after gritty performance 
against Stars 

 

Mark Masters 

12-15 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of 
their game against the Jets in Winnipeg on Saturday. 

Auston Matthews sat out Friday's practice. 

"He played a lot of minutes yesterday," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He 
got a little bit banged up, too. It was a pretty easy one to give him [off]. 
He got his work in and was doing his thing in the gym getting ready for 
tomorrow." 

Matthews played nearly 27 minutes during Thursday's overtime win. He 
drew two penalties, blocked two shots, landed two hits and set up the 
game-winning goal.  

"He's as complete a player as there is in this league," observed third-line 
centre Alex Kerfoot. "Does everything that you need out of someone to 
win, out of someone who's going to lead your group. He does it on a 
nightly basis. Even if he's not scoring, he's still going to be one of the 
best players on the ice every night." 

Matthews is not in an offensive rhythm yet. He's scored just one goal 
through five games and that was on a deflection. And yet the 25-year-old 
centre continues to find ways to influence the game and lift the Leafs.  

"He goes to the hard areas," said veteran defenceman Mark Giordano. 
"He's in front of the net. We saw it again last night. He had a big block in 
our zone [on Wyatt Johnston]. He plays hard. He finishes checks. So, 
there's going to be bumps and bruises." 

The Dallas Stars seemed intent on making life as difficult as possible for 
the Hart Trophy winner. A stick shot from Jamie Benn left Matthews 
wincing on the bench early on.  

Matthews did elicit two whistles: tripping on Miro Heiskanen in the 
second period and roughing on Jani Hakanpaa in the third period.  

"The calls against him last night were definitely warranted and there were 
probably a couple of others in there that could've been called in addition 
to that," said Keefe.  

"For a superstar, he complains about absolutely nothing," highlighted 
gritty winger Wayne Simmonds. "He deserves to complain about a lot 
more. That's just the type of guy Matty is. He leads by example and just 
does all the little things the right way and never complains and battles his 
butt off for us." 

John Tavares believes Matthews is "second to none" in the National 
Hockey League when it comes to playing through contact.  

"He's such a leader for us in that aspect," the Leafs captain noted. 

"It shows his competitiveness," said linemate Mitch Marner. "He wants to 
win games. It doesn't matter what time of year it is or anything like that. 
He's a competitor."  

Matthews is tied for the league lead with six drawn penalties this season, 
which is a welcome uptick for the Leafs. Last year, Matthews drew only 
14 penalties despite being the league's MVP.  

"He just plays the game and allows the referees to call the game as they 
see it," said Keefe. "Maybe the coach has a few things to say from time 
to time, but Auston himself just plays and takes care of what he can take 
care of. He doesn't look for any additional help or anything like that." 

Matthews was rewarded on Thursday night and got the last laugh on the 
Stars by assisting on the overtime winner by Nick Robertson.  

"For a guy who still hasn't shot one in the net, at a key moment in the 
game, he passes up the shot to make the appropriate play," Keefe said. 
"We had the Rocket Richard Trophy winner down the pipe and he made 
the right play. He got all of the attention of the goalie and moved it over to 
Nick to finish it. I think that is a terrific moment." 

Robertson wasn't surprised.  

"He makes the right play in any situation," the winger said. "Their goalie 
respected who was shooting and he knew that and paused him and 
dished it over." 
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The Leafs converted on just one of eight power-play chances on 
Thursday and the goal came from the second unit.  

"We haven't found our rhythm on it yet," acknowledged Keefe. "We are 
just off. Passes are off. We are just not sharp and not crisp the way our 
team will be when we find our rhythm." 

At the end of Friday's practice, assistant coach Spencer Carbery called 
over Morgan Rielly, William Nylander, Marner and Tavares for a pep talk 
and some extra work.  

"We're moving the puck well," Marner stressed following Thursday's 
game. "We're winning our puck battles when the pucks are getting 
sprayed around. We're getting those back pretty often and we're making 
plays off it, but it just seems like one or two bounces away from really 
clicking and that happens sometimes." 

Special teams could be a big factor again on Saturday. Last season, the 
two games between Toronto and Winnipeg were feisty affairs with 35 
penalties called. Simmonds, who featured prominently in those games, 
will make his season debut in the Manitoba capital. 

"Two competitive teams, obviously," Simmonds said. "We always play 
each other hard so these are fun games to play in. I'm looking forward to 
it." 

Simmonds and Adam Lowry were assessed misconducts at the end of 
the last meeting on March 31.  

Will the bad blood from last season carry over?   

Simmonds skated on the fourth line beside David Kampf and Pierre 
Engvall at practice.  

"We don't want him to sit too long," Keefe said. "I thought Wayne had a 
good camp with us ... With Wayne and Kyle Clifford in particular, they are 
guys that were important parts of our team, our culture and our group. 
Having Wayne up here and having the flexibility with our lineup and 
roster, it is important to get him involved." 

Simmonds, who cleared waivers after failing to crack the 20-man roster 
at the end of camp, last played in a pre-season game on Oct. 7.  

"I've been skating the whole time so I feel great," he assured.    

Nicolas Aube-Kubel, who leads the team with 20 hits, will be a healthy 
scratch for the first time since signing with Toronto this summer. Keefe 
spoke with Aube-Kubel before practice.  

"He has done some good things for us," Keefe said. "Physically, he has 
pretty much led the way for us. We like that about his game. I think there 
are other areas that just haven't quite come together here yet. That is 
what we talked about. His coming out of the lineup is frankly less about 
him and more about wanting to get Wayne involved. At the same time, 
my message to Kubie is that he has not done enough to where he is not 
part of that conversation in terms of coming out to make room for 
Wayne." 

Giordano is suffering no ill effects following a scary fall into the boards 
late in Thursday's game. 

"I felt like I caught a rut or something," the 39-year-old recalled. "We were 
going in hard for the puck and, yeah, definitely don't want to be going into 
the end wall that hard too often. But, thankfully, everything's good."  

Giordano is getting used to a new partner in Victor Mete. That duo didn't 
see much time together due to all the special teams work on Thursday 
and the closeness of the game.  

Mete played just 10 minutes in his Leafs debut. 

"I look at the first period and I like a lot of the things that he did," Keefe 
said. "He really increases the pace of our defence. He is a real nice 
skater — one of the nicest skaters on the back end in the league. I am 
trying to encourage him to skate and use that asset that he has. His 

minutes didn't get to where we thought they might in the game, but for 
him coming into the lineup, I was happy with what he gave us." 

Moments before puck drop on Thursday, Keefe and Robertson shared a 
laugh on the bench. What was that about?  

"I squirt water in my neck," Robertson said of his pre-game ritual. "In pre-
season I did it and I got our PP coach [Carbery]. I got it all over his suit. I 
did it twice." 

Robertson changed his routine on Thursday ahead of his regular-season 
debut and sprayed the water down the front of his sweater. 

"Keefer says, 'You know for all the development and what I've seen this 
is the best one.'" 

Robertson is doing everything in his power to impress Toronto's coaches 
and show off his on-ice development. 

"You dream of this stuff to score an overtime winner in the NHL," 
Robertson said following his hero turn on Thursday night. "But now it's 
[important] to keep going and keep fighting and earning every day." 

Robertson was demoted to the American Hockey League after a strong 
training camp in a cap-related move.  

"That was tough but now to get a night like this, it kind of makes up for it," 
he said. "Again, I don't want to just have a night. I want to be consistent 
and play well and help the team."  

It's hard to imagine the shifty winger, who scored twice on Thursday, 
going back to the Marlies. 

"He has the ability to finish," Keefe said. "He showed that. He had two 
real good looks. He had a couple of other looks, actually, that were close. 
He has the ability to finish but he also did a lot of other little things really 
well in the game. He was on the puck. He checked. He got back on 
defence. It was a real good performance from him." 

That's why the coach didn't hesitate to throw the 21-year-old over the 
boards in overtime.  

"I had to talk myself out of putting him out earlier," Keefe said with a grin.  

"Two goals [speak] for themselves," said Marner, "but also his 
competitiveness on the puck, his forechecking, he won a lot of 50-50 
battles out there. It was great to watch. Just an all-around great night for 
89." 

Robertson fit in well beside Nylander and Tavares, who had a game high 
eight shots.  

Robertson, who scored just twice in his first 20 NHL games (playoffs and 
regular season combined), credits video work with his trainer during the 
summer for helping him simplify his game.  

None of Toronto's injured players are expected to travel on this five-game 
trip.  

The team is still awaiting a timeline on defenceman Jake Muzzin, who 
sustained a neck injury on Monday night.  

"He is supposed to have another follow-up appointment," Keefe said. 
"There may be more [clarity] after that but, for now, we are going to 
continue to let things settle down for him and get a better idea of where 
he is at." 

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Bunting - Malgin - Marner  

Robertson - Tavares - Nylander  

Aston-Reese - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok  

Engvall - Kampf - Simmonds  

Aube-Kubel  
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Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl  

Giordano - Mete 

Samsonov 

Kallgren  

Maintenance: Matthews 

Injured: Benn (groin), Dahlstrom (shoulder), Liljegren (hernia), Murray 
(adductor), Muzzin (neck) 
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TSN.CA / Flames focus on play without the puck after first loss 

 

Salim Valji 

7-8 minutes 

 

After their first loss of the season on Thursday (6-3 to the Buffalo 
Sabres), the Calgary Flames got back to work Friday morning with a 
structured practice aimed at shoring up the team’s play without the puck. 

Buffalo jumped out to a 3-1 lead in the first period, chasing Flames goalie 
Jacob Markstrom after he allowed three goals on 12 shots. The Sabres 
looked like the far quicker team throughout the evening, constantly 
hemming Calgary in their defensive zone and using their lateral speed 
with the puck.  

“We had another s--- start [to] the game,” Flames defenceman Nikita 
Zadorov said of the team’s effort. “Too many turnovers. Too many odd-
man rushes. We weren’t winning any battles down low. We knew what 
Buffalo was going to bring and that’s what they did, but we weren’t ready 
for it. It’s totally on us, totally unacceptable.” 

Friday’s practice focused on defensive zone coverage and stopping plays 
in transition. 

After putting his lines in a blender on Thursday night, head coach Darryl 
Sutter had his normal defensive duos and forward trios out on Friday. 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Elias Lindholm, and Tyler Toffoli, who have not 
scored at even-strength yet this season, remain Calgary’s top line. Noah 
Hanifin, who missed Thursday’s contest and a practice earlier in the 
week, was on the ice. 

After the loss, Sutter said he needed more out of his young defencemen. 
Connor Mackey drew into the lineup but looked overmatched in his first 
game of the season and had just one shift in the third period. Zadorov – 
paired with Hanifin’s regular partner Rasmus Andersson – scored, but 
also took two penalties. 

"You get an opportunity, you've got to take advantage of it,” Sutter said 
Thursday night. 

Calgary is already missing blueliner Oliver Kylington, who is away from 
the team because of family matters. Veteran Michael Stone was brought 
back on a professional tryout and then signed a one-year deal.  

“Everybody talked about our depth…this summer, well it got quite a bit 
disrupted with Oliver's situation and then nobody stepping up in training 
camp other than Stoney," Sutter said. 

Second-line winger Andrew Mangiapane, who was a minus-3 on 
Thursday, emphasized the need to reduce scoring chances. 

“We had to do a better job of folding up guys in the D-zone and coming 
out together as five,” he said. 

Calgary hosts the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday. 

Flames lines at practice 

Huberdeau-Lindholm-Toffoli 

Dube-Kadri-Mangiapane 

Coleman-Backlund-Lewis 

Lucic-Rooney-Ritchie 

Ruzicka 

Weegar-Tanev 

Hanifin-Andersson 

Zadorov-Stone 

Mackey 

Markstrom 

Vladar 

Vladar re-signs 

Calgary’s goaltending picture looks like it will stay the same for the next 
couple of seasons. Dan Vladar re-signed with the team this week, inking 
a two-year pact at $2.2 million a season, nearly tripling his current salary. 

Vladar, who backstopped the Flames to a victory in Edmonton a week 
ago, is well-regarded by the organization for his attitude, work ethic, and 
professionalism. 

The Flames’ goaltending department, led by director Jordan Sigalet, had 
kept an eye on Vladar after he was drafted by Boston in the third round in 
2015. Sigalet got a positive scouting report from former Bruins goaltender 
Tuukka Rask, and in the summer of 2021 the Flames sent a third-round 
pick to Boston for him. 

In his first season in Calgary, Vladar went 13-6-2, with a 0.906 save 
percentage and 2.75 goals-against average. The 25-year-old native of 
the Czech Republic joked that it took him about six seconds to sign the 
new deal. The process was quick and straightforward.  

“When I look at my game last year and when I look at it now, I see a 
huge improvement,” he said. “I know I’m getting better here. I know I can 
trust Marky. I know I can trust Siggy. I know I can trust Barbs [goalie 
coach Jason LaBarbera]. We’ve got a little team inside a team.” 

Markstrom was also happy that Vladar will be back. 

“Last year, he did an unbelievable job every time he came in,” he said. 
“You see him on a daily basis, the work he puts in. I was super excited 
that he got a two-year deal done – for his sake but also for me to have a 
partner like that, and then for our team…we push each other. He wants 
to play. I want to play…obviously I’ve been in this league a long time now 
and I try to help him as much as I can to slow down the game and make 
the game easier.” 

Vladar re-signing means the Flames can continue to be patient with top 
prospect Dustin Wolf, the 21-year-old who was named the American 
Hockey League’s most outstanding goalie last season as a rookie. He 
still does not need to clear waivers for another three seasons, so the 
Flames can continue his development in the AHL.  

Lewis a valuable teammate off the ice 

Several Flames players have alluded to Trevor Lewis over the past year 
as someone who has quietly contributed to a changed locker room 
culture. He won Stanley Cups with Darryl Sutter in Los Angeles in 2012 
and 2014. In the summer of 2021, Sutter called Lewis to gauge his 
interest on joining the Flames.  

“He’s just as important off the ice as he is on the ice for our group,” Sutter 
said. “He’s committed to being a really good pro. He’s been like that for 
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quite a long time now…in some ways, he’s a better player now than 10 
years ago. Number one, understand your role. Roles change. Those 
guys that have won championships, their roles change as they get 
older…Lewy’s one of those guys that has just stuck with the program and 
been able to maintain it.” 

Lewis had to adapt his game shortly after getting drafted in the first round 
in 2006 by the Kings. 

“I was playing in the minors and things weren’t going very well,” the 35-
year-old said. 

“I thought it was going to be like junior where I’d come up, play power 
play, get points. The development guys sent me down and said that if I 
wanted to make it to the next level, I had to be that guy the coach could 
trust, work on [penalty killing], work on faceoffs.” 

Fifteen years after those conversations, Lewis is a Stanley Cup 
champion and trusted veteran whose focus on details has rubbed off on 
teammates 

“Where are we going off this faceoff, how the other team forechecks, 
even in your structure or routine, just making sure your body is ready to 
go and you’re not out there pulling a muscle,” he said, of how he tries to 
help other Flames. 
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