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NHL goalie confidence meter 2022-23: Our early-season ratings for all 32 teams 

Just two weeks into the 2022-23 NHL season, goaltending 
fires are already blazing in high-expectation markets. 

In Toronto, Matt Murray’s injury has thrust Ilya Samsonov 
into a bigger role than the Maple Leafs imagined. In 
Colorado, the reigning champion Avalanche are adjusting to 
a new, unproven No. 1 in Alexandar Georgiev, with mixed 
results. In Minnesota, Marc-Andre Fleury set off alarm bells 
early as the Wild gave up 20 goals over their first three 
games, the most in the NHL in 33 years. 

Which teams are panicking? Which are feeling like they have 
the advantage in net? And which are still trying to figure out 
what they have? 

The Athletic asked its writers for a way-too-early confidence 
reading on each team’s goaltending. Here’s what they said, 
on a scale from 5 (Vezina caliber) to 1 (AHL quality). 

Anaheim Ducks 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The early numbers for John Gibson and Anthony Stolarz 
aren’t eye-popping this season, but it’s been more a function 
of Anaheim’s decidedly leaky play in front of them than a 
function of bad goaltending. The Ducks took a step forward 
Thursday in holding Boston to one goal over 65 minutes, with 
Gibson stopping 35 of 36 shots. Improvement from forwards 
and defensemen in the Anaheim zone should result in better 
numbers for Gibson and Stolarz. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Rating: 2 – It can be a bit sieve-like 

Most nights, for the Coyotes to have any chance to win, they 
need their goaltender to be their best player, because they 
don’t have any elite offensive or defensive difference-makers 
to fall back on. Karel Vejmelka gave them the boost they 
needed on occasion last year and is capable of doing it again 
this year. He is used to seeing a high shot volume and 
endless Grade A chances. Back-up Connor Ingram is still an 
unknown quantity; he was just so-so in his debut. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Is there a 3.5 category? Linus Ullmark has been very good 
after three starts. He’s at a .938 all-situations save 
percentage and 2.0 goals saved above expected, per 
Moneypuck. He’s been far sharper at the start of this season 
than 2021-22, when he was transitioning from Buffalo. 
Conversely, Jeremy Swayman (.816 save percentage, 3.6 
goals fewer saved than expected) has work to do. He’s been 
leaky over two starts. He didn’t have a sharp preseason 
either. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Goaltending has been a big reason for the Sabres’ early 
success. Craig Anderson was solid in Game 1 and helped 
steal a win against the Senators. And Eric Comrie has since 
had back-to-back 40-save efforts in wins over Edmonton and 
Calgary. Buffalo has a five-on-five save percentage of .950, 
which is right near the top of the league. Goaltending has 
been a strength. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

This is a tough one, because we’re talking about a goalie in 
Jacob Markstrom who finished second in Vezina voting last 
year, but two weeks into this season, he hasn’t looked all 
that sharp. The Flames have yet to see him at his best as he 
has battled through an illness in the first week of the season 
and then let in three goals on 12 shots against Buffalo on 
Thursday before being pulled for Dan Vladar. Through three 
starts, Markstrom has allowed 8 goals against and has 
allowed nearly two goals (1.71) more than expected. He has 
a minus-2.33 goals-saved-above-average rate. It’s not great 
and certainly not what we are used to. Meanwhile, Vladar 
has a win over the rival Oilers and supposedly will be used 
once a week to ensure he stays fresh. In a show of faith, the 
team even gave him with a two-year contract extension, 
through 2025. The Flames are still 3-1-0 to start the season, 
and Markstrom has enough of a track record for us to 
assume he will be OK. For the record: His first two games 
last season were pretty meh, as well, and then he fired off 
four shutouts over his next seven starts. For now, I guess we 
have to go with No. 3. But check back in a few weeks! — 
Hailey Salvian and Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

The Hurricanes only allowed one goal in each of their first 
three games, getting solid performances in net from both 
Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. Thursday’s game in 
Edmonton showed a bit more vulnerability — Andersen had 
a turnover that led to an open-net goal and failed to make 
stops in a couple of key moments in a 6-4 loss. Still, 
Andersen has been reliable and unflappable since coming to 
Carolina, and Raanta has to be considered one of hockey’s 
top No. 2 goalies. Concerns about durability lurk in the 
background, but the team also has a top-flight prospect in 
Pyotr Kochetkov. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Given their recent injury/health history, the Blackhawks’ 
goaltending duo of Petr Mrazek and Alex Stalock came into 
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this season with plenty of questions surrounding them. 
Mrazek leaving Friday’s win over the Red Wings with an 
injury might have renewed those fears, but in terms of play 
on the ice, so far this duo has answered any questions pretty 
confidently. Through three games, Mrazek and Stalock were 
both among the top 20 goalies in the league in goals saved 
above average, and Stalock stopped 10 of 10 shots he faced 
in relief of Mrazek against Detroit. We’ll see how that unfolds 
over time, but it’s a solid start. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Alexandar Georgiev has been better than his .893 save 
percentage suggests — the Avalanche’s struggling penalty 
kill has done him no favors — but he’s still unproven as a 
starter. Pavel Francouz has shown himself to be a reliable 
No. 2 and is coming off a season in which he won six playoff 
games, including all four in the Western Conference final. 
— Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The season got off to a rough start. No. 1 Elvis Merzlikins 
caught the flu the week of the opener, and with backup 
Joonas Korpisalo still recovering from hip surgery last spring, 
the job fell to Daniil Tarasov. Tarasov was more than 
adequate in two starts, and Merzlikins has been mostly fine 
since he returned to live action. They have not stolen any 
wins, but they haven’t been to blame for any losses, either. 
This is not an easy club to play goal for, but the netminding is 
way down on the list of concerns at the start of the season. 
— Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

So far this season, among goaltenders who have started at 
least two games, Jake Oettinger ranks first in the NHL in 
save percentage (.966) and first in goals-against average 
(1.00). The next best figures in those categories are from 
Tristan Jarry at .952 and 1.67, respectively. While those 
numbers are likely unsustainable, Oettinger’s play has 
picked up right where it left off in the team’s playoff series 
against the Flames. Based on the first two weeks of the 
season, the Stars don’t have anything to worry about in net. 
Additionally, backup goaltender Scott Wedgewood started 
his first game of the season Thursday and stopped 40 of 43 
shots in Toronto. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

They started great, with Ville Husso and Alex Nedeljkovic 
turning in big performances in the opening weekend, 
including a shutout for Husso. But recent overtime losses to 
Los Angeles and Chicago showed reason to pump the 
breaks. The fact that they now have two talented young 
netminders is reason for optimism that Red Wings should be 
improved in goal, but as the season’s first week showed, 
consistency will make or break them. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Jack Campbell‘s performance to start the season has been 
uneven. The bad: being pulled after allowing four goals on 11 
shots — with little help in front of him — in the first act of the 
Battle of Alberta. The good: making timely stops in wins over 
the Canucks and Hurricanes. There’s nothing to worry about 
just yet, but more is expected of him. He expects more of 
himself, too. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Florida is basically in the middle of the team save percentage 
table (.905), and that’s thanks mainly to one start by Spencer 
Knight, a 24-of-27 performance against Buffalo that the 
Panthers won. Starter Sergei Bobrovsky has been fine (.916 
save percentage, 13th in the NHL with 2.43 goals saved 
above expected) without any meltdowns thus far, but it’s 
tough to give the pairing anything better than a satisfactory 
grade thus far. If this is the caliber of goaltending we see 
league-wide all season, though, we’ll have to adjust upward. 
— Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The rating comes with a bit of a qualifier as Jonathan Quick 
is keeping it from falling lower. Quick hasn’t been lights out 
by any means, but he hasn’t cost them games, and Cal 
Petersen’s struggles in the exhibitions and his first three 
starts are causing some pause. Kings coach Todd McLellan 
pointed him out Thursday night after three goals on nine 
shots against Pittsburgh got him an early hook. L.A.’s team 
play can be tighter, but Petersen needs to right the ship, 
especially if Quick can’t mimic his resurgent 2021-22 season. 
— Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Rating: 2 – It can be a bit sieve-like 

The Wild had major goaltending issues in their first three 
games. Marc-Andre Fleury gave up seven in the opener, was 
pulled in the second game, and Filip Gustavsson struggled in 
Minnesota’s third game, including muffing a dump-in. The 
encouraging news is how good Fleury looked in Thursday’s 
overtime win. “Fantastic,” coach Dean Evason said. But 
goaltending will be something to watch with Wild as season 
goes. It could derail a season with high expectations. — Joe 
Smith 

Montreal Canadiens 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The overall defensive results have been better than expected 
out of the gate, and No. 1 goalie Jake Allen has had a say in 
this. Allen might not steal games, but he consistently keeps 
the Canadiens in the fight, and the new two-year deal he 
signed during camp reflects the high level of confidence the 
organization has in him. Backup Sam Montembeault tends to 
give up bad goals every now and then, and a more 
competitive team would probably look for an upgrade, but the 
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outlook this season in Montreal gives him a much longer 
leash. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Giving up 17 goals in regulation in a four-game stretch, the 
last two of them losses requiring blown two-goal leads in the 
third period, is anything but solid. But this team has 
defensive-zone-coverage/costly-giveaway issues. The 
goaltenders have had little to no chance on most of those 
goals. Juuse Saros will be one of the best in the league (if he 
gets any help), and backup Kevin Lankinen has been a 
pleasant surprise so far. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Rating: 2 – It can be a bit sieve-like 

The Devils have gotten two legitimately good periods of 
goaltending this season. That’s about it. The reason New 
Jersey was so successful in its fourth game of the season 
was that they kept the goalie (Mackenzie Blackwood) as 
protected as possible with speed and skill in front of the blue 
paint. As impressive as that performance was, it’s not exactly 
the most sustainable. The team in front of the net has the 
chops, in theory; now they just need Blackwood and/or Vitek 
Vanecek to do their part with average goaltending. — 
Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

Despite losing two of his first three games, Ilya Sorokin looks 
primed to make a run at the Vezina, picking up where he left 
off last season when he emerged as one of the best in the 
league. Backup Semyon Varlamov remains a solid No. 2, 
and he got his feet wet with a win over the Ducks in his one 
and only start. The Islanders will need both of them, 
particularly over the next few weeks as the skaters 
acclimatize themselves to coach Lane Lambert’s systemic 
tweaks. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

Well … they do have the reigning Vezina winner. Igor 
Shesterkin hasn’t put up award-winning numbers yet, but the 
Rangers are scoring enough that they don’t yet need him to 
be Superman in net. And he’s still saving a goal above 
expectation on high-danger chances against, so he may be 
just dry-cleaning the cape for now. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

With Cam Talbot sidelined this month, Anton Forsberg has 
delivered stable and consistent goaltending for the Senators. 
His save percentage (.903) and goals-against average (3.03) 
might not be impressive, but those numbers are reflective of 
a wild 7-5 game that Ottawa managed to win. If he can keep 
delivering this same level of goaltending until Talbot returns, 
the team should be in great shape to finally have that desired 
1-2 punch in the crease. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Carter Hart’s leaguewide reputation has dipped a bit in 
recent years, but I don’t think that’s fair. He openly struggled 
with the mental challenges of the pandemic in 2020-21, and 
his metrics were quite strong in 2021-22 — while 
backstopping an awful club — until his last few starts, when 
he was playing through injury. In other words, he’s still a 
perfectly solid, true-talent goalie. And so far this season, he’s 
been even better than that, holding a .943 save percentage 
through his first three starts and standing as the biggest 
reason for the Flyers’ strong 3-1-0 record. Is Hart going to 
remain this good? Almost certainly not, though if he does, 
the Flyers will likely make an improbable push toward a 
playoff spot. Teams with goalies that stop 94 percent of the 
shots don’t lose too often. At the very least, though, Hart is 
sending a reminder to the NHL that he remains a quality 
netminder — and one of the Flyers’ few legitimate roster 
strengths. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

Tristan Jarry has the physical ability to be one of hockey’s 
best goaltenders and appears to be on the verge of entering 
the top tier, off to his best start to a season and showing 
signs of maturing into a gem. He has allowed only five goals 
in three games and stopped 39 of 40 shots against the Kings 
on Thursday. Casey DeSmith, incidentally, was also stellar in 
his only performance and is generally a notch or two above 
dependable. The issue for both is how healthy they can stay, 
but when they’re available — as they have been so far — 
they seem to be finding a higher level than in previous 
seasons. — Josh Yohe and Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

A lot has gone wrong for the Sharks, but goaltending is not 
on the list. James Reimer has been outstanding and became 
the first goalie to “break serve” and get an extra start after 
alternating with Kaapo Kahkonen. He has kept San Jose in 
games where it has been outplayed. Kahkonen’s two starts 
have just been OK, but the team’s overall goaltending depth 
is also better than it has been in a while. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Rating: 1 – AHL quality 

There wasn’t a ton of confidence in Philipp Grubauer coming 
into the season after last year’s disaster, but he did have a 
chance to prove that 2021-22 was an outlier after having put 
up Vezina-like numbers in Colorado. The fact that Seattle 
now has some scoring support was working in his favor, too. 
But an .860 save percentage so far isn’t inspiring confidence 
in a comeback, and an injury sustained last night in Colorado 
puts his season on hold. There’s no update on his status so 
far. That leaves the net to Martin Jones, which drops the 
confidence meter even lower. Joey Daccord, however, could 
bring some intrigue if promoted. — Shayna Goldman 
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St. Louis Blues 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

The Blues haven’t played many games — Saturday’s 
matinee in Edmonton will be just their third of the season — 
but No. 1 netminder Jordan Binnington has been electric 
early. The big question coming into the season was whether 
he could pick up where he left off in the 2022 playoffs, and 
he has. The Blues were hoping for this to be the case, 
considering he has five years left on his six-year, $36 million 
deal. New backup Thomas Greiss has yet to appear in a 
game, but that’s good news because it means Binnington is 
playing well. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

If there’s one team that shouldn’t worry about its goaltending, 
it’s the Lightning. Andrei Vasilevskiy is arguably the best in 
the world, and Brian Elliott has played well as a backup in 
2021. Vasilevskiy helped end Tampa Bay’s skid Friday by 
stopping 36 of 38 shots in an overtime win over Florida. He’s 
a big reason the Lightning should still be Cup contenders 
even with key offseason departures. — Joe Smith  

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Ilya Samsonov has been steady so far. He’s won his first 
three starts with the Maple Leafs and has, for the time being 
anyway, quieted some of the serious concern that arose 
when Matt Murray suffered an injury days after his first start 
with the team. It’s still too early to make much of anything, 
though, when it comes to the Leafs’ goaltending. Samsonov 
has yet to prove he can be a reliable No. 1 (or even 1B) in 
the NHL, and Murray won’t be back for a while. Can 
Samsonov keep this up for another month? Can he keep it 
up all season? Can Murray get healthy? Can he stay 
healthy? Can Murray perform adequately? The question 
marks in goal will undoubtedly linger all season. — Jonas 
Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Thatcher Demko is not the reason the Canucks are losing, 
but he also isn’t playing up to our sky-high expectations of 
him, posting an .861 save percentage with an 0-3-1 record. 
Demko was the Canucks’ best player last season, though, so 
the confidence level in him should remain high. Even if he 
regresses somewhat, he’s likely to have an extended stretch 
carrying this team and is, without question, one of its 
unqualified strengths. The bigger problem for the Canucks is 

that they just don’t have enough answers for those blips 
when Demko isn’t performing. Spencer Martin’s a bit of a 
wild card since he hasn’t been an NHL backup before, but 
he’s looked decent whenever he’s gotten into games. — 
Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Goaltending was the Golden Knights’ biggest question mark 
entering the season, with the team leaning on the 
inexperienced duo of Logan Thompson and Adin Hill, but to 
this point, it has been a pleasant surprise. Both have done 
what they’ve been asked, giving Vegas a chance to win 
every night, and Thompson has exceeded expectations with 
some sensational saves. It’s still really early, so I’m not ready 
to crown them “Vezina caliber,” but I think “rock solid” has 
been a perfect descriptor for Thompson and Hill. There’s 
plenty of optimism around the Golden Knights’ goalies, 
especially with Thompson’s impressive start. — Jesse 
Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Darcy Kuemper’s numbers (2-2-0, .902 save percentage, 
3.04 goals-against average) don’t look so hot after his first 
four starts in D.C. In his case, though, stats don’t tell the 
entire story. Washington’s big free-agent signing has been 
the victim of a couple of weird bounces, and it should also be 
noted that the defensive pairs recently received a rare 
shakeup in an effort to generate a “spark.” New backup 
Charlie Lindgren (0-1-0, .923, 3.18), meanwhile, was good in 
his first start, a 3-2 loss to former Caps netminder Ilya 
Samsonov in Toronto. Bottom line: It’s super early and 
Kuemper has a long track record of excellence. No need to 
be too concerned — yet. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Connor Hellebuyck is off to an excellent start and David 
Rittich isn’t. That’s the story in Winnipeg. Three games, two 
wins, a .922 save percentage, and a strong showing in 
Evolving-Hockey’s goals-saved-above-expected metric are 
numbers reminiscent of Hellebuyck’s 58-game, Vezina 
Trophy-winning performance in 2019-20. Limiting Hellebuyck 
to 58 games this season would take more confidence in 
Rittich, who gave up four goals in the first period against 
Vegas on Thursday. That said, the video of those goals 
against — other than his awful giveaway to Jack Eichel — is 
kinder to Rittich than to his team. Don’t count on him but 
don’t count him out yet, either. — Murat Ates
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Recap: Canes Suffer Overtime Defeat In Calgary, 3-2 

Aho records seventh point in three games, but Toffoli nets 
the game-winner for the Flames 

By Walt Ruff 

CALGARY, AB. - The Carolina Hurricanes had a 2-0 lead 
over the Calgary Flames on Saturday, however left with just 
one point after coming out on the wrong side of a 3-2 score 
in overtime.  

The Story 

Looking to get back on track after a disappointing 6-4 defeat 
to the Edmonton Oilers on Thursday, Sebastian Aho ensured 
that his team would not start behind the eight ball in tonight's 
effort. 

Just 1:44 into the first period #20 corralled a puck at neutral 
ice and went one-on-one against his former teammate Noah 
Hanifin. Aho turned on the jets, beat Calgary's defender to 
the outside, and snuck one underneath Jacob Markstrom to 
give his team the early lead. 

Riding the momentum from the game-opening tally, Carolina 
was then able to double their lead before the first period 
came to a conclusion. 

The trio of Stefan Noesen, Paul Stastny and Derek Stepan, 
playing their inaugural full game together as a line, collected 
a chip in the Calgary end and turned on the pressure. 
Sustaining possession and creating several chances, it was 
eventually Calvin de Haan who put a puck on from the point 
that beat the Flames netminder. 

de Haan's first of the year made it 2-0 in favor of the visitors, 
but the tide of the contest began to turn after. 

Flames forward Nazem Kadri drew a tripping minor less than 
three minutes following and he'd then capitalize on it himself. 
The 2022 Stanley Cup Champion scooped up a loose puck 
in the slot and put it back past Antti Raanta, who was making 
his second start of the campaign for Rod Brind'Amour's club. 

Carolina was able to take their 2-1 advantage into the middle 
frame, but again, the charge was underway for the home 
club. 

The Flames outshot the Canes 14-2 during the middle 20 
minutes, including a sharp angle shot from Brett Ritchie that 
snuck by Raanta to tie the contest. 

Just when it looked like Carolina was going to be able to 
survive the frame and take the 2-2 score into the second 
intermission, they instead nearly stole the lead. Derek 
Stepan was able beat Markstrom from the slot with just 7.4 
seconds remaining, but Darryl Sutter and the Flames 
successfully challenged for offsides to wipe the goal away. 

The third period was tightly contested, with Stepan's club 
earning the better of the scoring chances. Carolina had four 
minutes of power play time inside the final seven minutes of 
regulation and was not able to score, a moment that would 
come back to hurt them. 

In the bonus frame it was Flames forward Tyler Toffoli who 
netted the game-winner, depositing a shot from the slot after 
a setup from Rasmus Andersson. 

They Said It 

Sebastian Aho offering his thoughts on tonight's contest... 

"I liked our start. We were pretty good the whole first period, 
except we gave up a penalty kill goal and we didn't cash in 
on our power play. At the end of the day, that was the game 
tonight. We had a huge opportunity there at the end, four 
minutes on the power play. We have to make them pay 
there. Us special teams guys, that's on us." 

Jaccob Slavin on the performance of Antti Raanta, who 
made 29 saves in the overtime defeat... 

"He played solid. He kept us in there during the second 
period. He made some huge saves. We were grinding and 
he was our backstop. We have two solid goaltenders and we 
know we can count on them every night. They've been 
continuing to show that." 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment of the contest... 

"We needed to connect [on the power play in the third 
period]. We didn't look very good there and that was tough. 
We had a really good start to the game, in the second period 
we took penalties and that got us on our heels... It wasn't our 
best game, but I thought we worked really hard." 

Bonus Notes 

 Antti Raanta's first loss of the season comes after 
turning away 29 out of 32 shots against. 

 Tonight was the first contest of the campaign in 
which both Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas did 
not earn a point. 

 Paul Stastny, playing center for the first time this 
season, went 5-for-6 in the faceoff dot. He also 
earned an assist on de Haan's marker. 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to fly to Vancouver post-game and 
slated to have an off day on Sunday. They'll return to action 
with their fifth and final game of their west coast swing 
Monday against Vancouver at 10:30 p.m. EST.
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Toffoli, Flames rally for OT win against Hurricanes 

Forward scores with 30 seconds remaining; Kadri extends 
point streak to five games 

By Aaron Vickers 

CALGARY -- Tyler Toffoli scored with 30 seconds remaining 
in overtime, and the Calgary Flames rallied for a 3-2 win 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at Scotiabank Saddledome 
on Saturday. 

Toffoli, who also had an assist, scored on a one-timer in the 
slot off a pass from Rasmus Andersson for his second game-
winning goal of the season. 

"'Ras' did a really good job taking it wide and using his 
speed, and I was just trying to find a little space, and he 
made a great play right in the middle," Toffoli said. 

Nazem Kadri scored, Andersson had two assists, and Jacob 
Markstrom made 25 saves for the Flames (4-1-0), who were 
coming off a 6-3 loss to the Buffalo Sabres on Thursday. 

"It was big," Markstrom said. "You don't want to lose two in a 
row and turn into a .500 team. You've got to keep winning 
hockey games, and it's a big win for us today." 

Sebastian Aho scored, and Antti Raanta made 29 saves for 
the Hurricanes (3-1-1), who have lost two in a row. 

"We've got a lot of games left," Aho said. "We have to focus 
on the next one and try to win that game. That's all we're 
going to focus on." 

Aho gave Carolina a 1-0 lead 1:44 into the first period, 
skating around Calgary defenseman Noah Hanifin and 
tucking a backhand five-hole. 

Calvin de Haan made it 2-0 at 10:28 when his wrist shot from 
above the left face-off circle went through a screen and 
between the legs of Markstrom, who had lost his stick. 

Kadri cut the lead to 2-1 at 13:31, scoring a power-play goal 
on a rebound to extend his point streak to five games (two 
goals, four assists). 

"It was a great start," Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said. "We were sticking to our game, and then they got a big 
power-play goal. Our penalty kill is solid and it gives us 
momentum, and so that kind of killed our momentum. Still 
had a pretty good first period, but then obviously that second 
period we were just grinding in our end the whole time." 

Brett Ritchie tied it 2-2 at 2:31 of the second period when he 
banked in a shot off Raanta's pad from the goal line. 

Derek Stepan appeared to put Carolina back in front with 
nine seconds remaining in the second, but Flames coach 
Darryl Sutter challenged the play for offside, and the call was 
reversed after a video review.  

"Third period we came back, did well ... got a goal that got 
taken back off the board, which [was the] right call," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "[Markstrom] made 
a great save on another one. We all had our hands in the air 
thinking it went in. It wasn't our best, but I thought we worked 
really hard." 

Markstrom made a sprawling save on a backdoor pass from 
Aho to Slavin at 6:31 of the third period, one of 12 saves he 
made in the period. Calgary then killed off Blake Coleman's 
double-minor for high-sticking Brent Burns at 13:24. 

"The penalty killers were unbelievable," Markstrom said. "For 
everyone that was out there, I don't know how many different 
pairings on forward and [defensemen] that was out there for 
that four-minute kill. That was huge for us and after that, we 
grabbed the momentum." 

NOTES: Aho has eight points (three goals, five assists) 
during a four-game point streak. ... Sutter coached in his 
1,402nd NHL game, passing Ron Wilson for ninth in NHL 
history. … Hanifin had one shot, two hits, two blocks and a 
minus-1 rating in 23:26 of ice time after missing one game 
with an undisclosed injury.
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Toffoli scores in OT, Flames rally to beat Hurricanes 3-2 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Tyler Toffoli scored at 4:30 of 
overtime and the Calgary Flames rallied to beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 3-2 on Saturday night.  

Rasmus Andersson carried the puck up the side boards and 
deep into the Hurricanes’ end before zipping a pass into the 
slot that Toffoli one-timed inside the post for his third of the 
season. 

“Ras did a really good job taking it wide and using his speed 
and I was just trying to find a little space and he made a 
great play right in the middle,” Toffoli said. 

Andersson had two assists and led both teams in ice time at 
27:47. 

“Our penalty kill had a really good night,” Andersson said. 
“Still need to get a little bit better five on five, but it was a 
tough game to play and it was nice to see that overtime goal 
go in.” 

Nazem Kadri and Brett Ritchie also scored as the Flames 
came back from a 2-0 deficit midway through the first period. 

Toffoli had an assist and Jacob Markstrom stopped 25 shots 
to help Calgary improve to 4-1-0. 

Kadri is the fourth player to begin his Calgary career with a 
five-game points streak.  

Sebastian Aho and Calvin de Haan scored for Carolina. Antti 
Raanta finished with 29 saves. The Hurricanes fell to 3-1-1. 

“We had a pretty good first period, except we gave up a PK 
goal and didn’t cash in on our power play,” Aho said. “At the 
end of the day, that was the game tonight. We get a huge 
opportunity at the end, four minutes on the power play, and 
we’ve got to make them pay there. Special teams got us. 
That’s on us.” 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Wrap up their five-game trip in Vancouver 
against the Canucks on Monday night. 

Flames: Continue their season-high, eight-game homestand 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday night.
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Power play falters, Canes burned by Flames 

The Carolina Hurricanes squandered a 2-0 lead Saturday 
night in Calgary, falling 3-2 in overtime.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes blew an early 2-0 lead Saturday 
night in the Saddledome, ultimately falling 3-2 to the Calgary 
Flames in overtime.  

Special teams play doomed the Canes, as Carolina went 0 
for 4 on the power play in the contest including a late four-
minute man advantage in the third period. Nazem Kadri 
netted a power-play goal for the home team, while Brett 
Ritchie also scored in regulation. Tyler Toffoli tallied the 
overtime winner for the Flames.  

For Carolina, Sebastian Aho stayed hot with another goal 
and Calvin de Haan scored his first of the year, but an overall 
inability to capitalize on chances cost the Canes their second 
straight game in Alberta.  

Antti Raanta stopped 29 of 32 shots faced in Carolina’s net, 
while Jacob Markstrom collected 25 saves on 27 shots 
faced.  

The Canes did not take long to open up the scoring in the 
first period, as Aho stayed hot and unleashed a display of 
individual brilliance to make it 1-0. Aho flew past his former 
teammate, Noah Hanifin, to crash the net, where he used a 
filthy move to beat Markstrom five-hole.  

The Canes doubled that lead later in the first period, as de 
Haan netted his first goal in his second stint with Carolina to 
make it 2-0. The Hurricanes did a great job of maintaining 
possession of the puck in the offensive zone, and Paul 

Stastny got it out to the point for de Haan. The defenseman 
rifled a rocket past Markstrom for his first of the season.  

The Flames evened things up shortly after, as Kadri earned 
a pretty soft penalty against Jordan Staal and scored the 
power-play goal himself. Then early in the second period, 
Ritchie rifled one past Raanta from the goal line, one the 
Canes’ netminder will certainly want back, to tie things up at 
2-2.  

It looked for a minute like Carolina was going to carry a 3-2 
lead into the second intermission, thanks to a fantastic play 
from Aho to allow a line change to bring on Derek Stepan. 
Aho patiently skated the puck up the boards and centered it 
for Stepan, who deposited the puck into the back of the net.  

However, Calgary challenged the play for offside 
successfully, as Aho entered the zone ahead of the puck 
nearly 30 seconds prior to the goal being scored.  

The Canes squandered a prime opportunity to win the game 
late in the third period, as Blake Coleman drew blood from 
Brent Burns and handed the Canes a four-minute power play 
with just 6:30 left in the game.  

And while the Canes had some good looks late in the 
extended man advantage, they couldn’t find the back of the 
net in a situation where they really needed to. The power 
play on the whole was pretty bad.  

Toffoli scored late in a pretty tightly contested overtime 
period, securing two points for the home team while the 
Canes earned one.  

Carolina will wrap up the road trip Monday night in 
Vancouver.
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Wolves top Rockford IceHogs 4-1 For First Win of Season 

ROCKFORD, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves played their first 
road game of the season Saturday night and skated away 
with their first victory of the season. 

William Lagesson, Jack Drury, Brendan Perlini and Malte 
Stromwall scored and goaltender Zachary Sawchenko was 
strong in goal as the Wolves defeated the IceHogs 4-1 at 
BMO Center in Rockford. 

“We played hard,” Drury said. “We played well in the 
defensive zone and we were committed from the start. We 
had a lot of energy.” 

The defending Calder Cup champion Wolves took their first 
lead of the 2022-23 season early in the opening period when 
Lagesson notched his first goal in a Chicago uniform. The 
defenseman took a sensational cross-slot pass from 
Stromwall as the teammates skated in on two-on-one and 
Lagesson chipped the puck past Rockford goaltender Jaxson 
Stauber. 

The second period opened with the Wolves on the power 
play and Drury cashed in to make it 2-0. The center banged 
in a rebound of an Anttoni Honka shot from the point for his 
first goal of the season. 

Rockford cut the deficit in half on Lukas Reichel’s power-play 
goal but Perlini again extended the lead just before the horn 
to end the second. The veteran blasted in a one-timer off a 
feed from Jamieson Rees to make it 3-1. 

Stromwall finished the scoring with an empty-net goal in the 
waning seconds. 

“Our group played the way we want to play,” Wolves coach 
Brock Sheahan said. “We had the puck a lot and when we 
didn’t have the puck, we worked to get it back. Our pace and 
tempo were really high. We played the way I envisioned us 
playing.” 

In his first start of the season, Sawchenko made 22 saves to 
earn the win for the Wolves. Stauber (25 saves) took the loss 
for Rockford. 

The win also marked the first for Sheahan as head coach of 
the Wolves. 

“It feels good,” Sheahan said of earning his first American 
Hockey League victory. “But it feels better just to see the way 
we played.” 

The Wolves improved to 1-2-0-0 while Rockford dropped to 
1-2-0-0. 

Next up: The Wolves return home to face the Texas Stars on 
Tuesday at 11 a.m. at Allstate Arena in the first School Day 
Game of the season. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3716965/2022/10/22/nhl-goalie-confidence-meter/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-suffer-overtime-defeat-in-calgary-3-2/c-336698016 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-calgary-flames-game-recap/c-336233894 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-rasmus-andersson-sebastian-aho-antti-raanta-1e00412b19f8b779959773c0530baf77 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/23/23418669/power-play-falters-canes-burned-by-flames 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/10/22/wolves-top-rockford-icehogs-4-1-for-first-win-of-season/ 
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Canucks: Jack Rathbone will get his chance to shine in home opener 
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Canucks: Jack Rathbone will get his chance to shine in home opener 

Coach's messaging to prized defensive prospect is to “use your best 
attributes, which is your skating and puck handling and shooting. 
Understand the defence portion of the game, but, in the end, just be you. 
What got him here is what’s gong to keep him here. Be the best you can 
be at what you do." 

Jack Rathbone wasn’t trying one bit to play down how he excited he was 
to get into the Vancouver Canucks’ lineup. 

“The smile hasn’t come off my face,” the 23-year-old defenceman said 
after the morning skate Saturday, having just learned that he would make 
his season debut in Vancouver’s home opener against the Buffalo 
Sabres at Rogers Arena. “I’m ready to go.” 

Rathbone is Vancouver’s best defence prospect. He might be their top 
prospect overall. Five straight healthy scratches for him to begin the 
season, as the team started 0-3-2, had started to get attention from both 
the media and the fan base. 

Vancouver does have a banged up rearguard crew. Quinn Hughes didn’t 
take the morning skate Saturday, listed as a game-time decision tonight. 
Coach Bruce Boudreau said Tucker Poolman was in the same boat while 
Riley Stillman is day-to-day. 

Boudreau wouldn’t get into specifics about what is ailing each player. 

The Canucks were worried enough about available blue liners Saturday 
that they recalled Noah Juulsen from the AHL Abbotsford Canucks, 
sending winger Nils Hoglander down. 

Hoglander, 21, played 60 games with the Canucks last season and 
scored 10 goals. He had 13 goals in 56 games with Vancouver two 
seasons ago. 

Boudreau said that it’s merely a “paper transaction,” to make things work 
under the salary cap and roster restrictions. He expects Hoglander back 
with the big team at the first availability. 

Vancouver needed to move out a player who isn’t waiver eligible and 
Boudreau said that it was either going to be Hoglander or winger Vasily 
Podkolzin, 21, who were going to come off the roster for an extra 
defenceman. Hoglander had been a healthy scratch for the 4-3 overtime 
loss to the Minnesota Wild on Thursday.  

“You don’t like to do it. It’s the way the cap and everything else is,” 
Boudreau said. 

"Anytime you get to throw on an NHL jersey, it's an opportunity. 
Hopefully, I take advantage of it. I was waiting to hear my name called 
and excited to have it be the home opener." 

As for Rathbone, he’s a 2017 fourth-round pick out of Harvard University 
and has 17 NHL games under his belt, including nine last season. He got 
into eight NHL games in 2020-21, highlighted by scoring his first career 
NHL goal versus the Edmonton Oilers on May 6, 2021. 

He sparkled at the AHL level a campaign ago, putting up 10 goals and 40 
points in 39 games with Abbotsford. 

Boudreau said that his messaging to Rathbone was to keep focusing on 
the game plan and skills that got him to that level. In Rathbone’s case, 
that’s being a savvy puck mover and power play quarterback.  

“Use your best attributes, which is your skating and puck handling and 
shooting,” Boudreau said. “Understand the defence portion of the game, 
but, in the end, just be you. What got him here is what’s gong to keep 
him here. Be the best you can be at what you do.” 

Rathbone is from Boston. Vancouver winger Conor Garland, 26 is from 
Scituate, Mass., and he and Rathbone have trained together in the 
summers. 

Garland even says that Rathbone is “like my little brother.” 

“I’m excited for him tonight,” Garland said after the morning skate. “He’ll 
get it going back there. 

“He’s worked hard all summer. He looked good. He’s a guy who 
competes and plays hard. I’m excited about hopefully being on the power 
play together. I’m just going to tell him to shoot. I’ve seen what his shot 
can do and I’ll try to get in the goalie’s eyes and get some rebounds for 
him. He’s a terrific player who’s going to help us a lot.” 

The book on Rathbone currently is that he can have troubles in his own 
zone. That’s a common occurrence for a player with his offensive abilities 
and a 5-foot-10, 177-pound frame. He’s worked hard on shoring up his 
efforts without the puck. 

“I hear it a lot when I get a mic in front of my face. I love taking about my 
defensive game,” he said, laughing all the while. “I do know those 
questions are coming. I’ve taken a lot of steps to hopefully have those 
questions be answered.” 

Rathbone got into four of Vancouver’s seven pre-season games this fall 
and was pleased with his efforts. 

“Any time you get to throw on an NHL jersey it’s an opportunity,” he said. 
“Hopefully I took advantage of it. 

“I’ve been waiting to hear my name called (in the regular season). I’m 
excited to have it be the home opener.” 

It sounded like he had already let family and friends in Boston know of 
his situation by the time he met with the media Saturday. 

“They’ll be ready to go. They’ve been waiting for this for awhile, too. 
They’ll be tuned in,” he said. 
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Canucks roll out another big sponsorship 

 

Patrick Johnston 
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TD Bank's logo will appear on the Canucks' home game sweaters, 
starting this season. 

The Vancouver Canucks announced their latest sponsorship deal 
Saturday, adding a TD Bank patch to the front of their home game 
sweaters. jpeg 

The Vancouver Canucks are adding a TD Bank patch to the front of their 
home game sweaters. 

It’s the second uniform-related branding this season, following last 
week’s announcement that the Canucks signed a deal with NexGen 
Energy to sport the Saskatchewan uranium producer’s logo on their 
helmet this season. 

They’ve also recently inked a sponsorship with Pet Valu, a pet food and 
supply retailer. 

As much as it may horrify uniform traditionalists in general and Canucks 
fans in particular, this is the way of the future in a league that’s looking to 
carve out every revenue generating opportunity it can find. 

The NHL claims that the debt taken on by the players as part of the 2020 
memorandum of understanding to extend the collective bargaining 
agreement through 2026 — the players took on US$1.1 billion in 
exchange for controlled future salary-cap growth — will be paid off by the 
end of this season. That could mean a multimillion-dollar rise in the 
salary cap next summer, as much as US$3.5 million the NHL projects. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman said league revenues last year hit 
US$5.4 billion, even with disruptions like the emergence of the omicron 
variant of COVID-19. 

In the Canucks case, the next windfall would be their regional TV and 
arena naming-rights deals. Both are expiring next summer, so it wouldn’t 
be a surprise if an extension of the Canucks’ current relationship with 
Rogers were to come soon. 

 

Vancouver Province: LOADED: 10.23.2022 

1256189 Vancouver Canucks 
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Sabres 5, Canucks 1: Continued winless streak greeted by chorus of 
boos 

These Sabres aren’t those Sabres of past years who would break smartly 
from the gate and quickly fade before hitting the first quarter turn. 

It has come to this. 

The Vancouver Canucks can’t win on the road and now they can’t win at 
home to remain the only National Hockey League club without a victory. 

A 5-1 setback to the big, strong and fast Buffalo Sabres on Saturday in 
the home opener at Rogers Arena was a sobering home-opener 
experience because it exposed weaknesses as the Canucks fell to a 
confounding 0-4-2 and heard a chorus of boos in the third period. 

The Canucks found it difficult to penetrate the Sabres’ defence on 
Saturday at Rogers Arena. 

When you can’t physically deter the opposition, have trouble keeping 
pace, are slow on the back check, and can only connect on one of four 
power-play chances with just five shots, you’re going to be in a world of 
hurt. Especially against a club that started this trip with wins in Edmonton 
and Calgary. 

These Sabres aren’t those Sabres of past years who would break smartly 
from the gate and quickly fade before hitting the first quarter turn. The 
Canucks are still stuck in the gate and the fans responded with three 
jerseys and a hat thrown on the ice. 

“I don’t get how a team that hasn’t won a game — and you have a really 
good second period — and aren’t excited about coming out in the third 
and doing the same thing,” said exasperated Canucks coach Bruce 
Boudreau. “I thought this was a game that would end up 3-2 for us. It just 
looked like there was very little effort.” 

Did they quit? 

“I never like to use that word,” added Boudreau. “It just looked like they 
said: ‘Oh, there’s no way we can catch up’ type of thing because they 
haven’t had success yet. I would like to think that there wasn’t anybody 
was saying: ‘I don’t care what happens now and I quit’. I would never 
accept that in my mind. 

“But when you want two men to forecheck and only one is going in and 
knowing what they were supposed to do in our D-zone and not doing it at 
all, that’s just really frustrating. It’s the first time I’ve been involved in that 
(jerseys thrown on ice) and I hope the players feel the same way I do 
about it. 

“It was just totally embarrassing and something you never want to see. I 
never thought it would happen on a team I’m coaching. If I was the fans, 
I’d be frustrated, too. They’re watching what we’re watching and I told the 
players to look in the mirror.” 

Canucks forward Ilya Mikheyev gets past Sabres defenceman Casey 
Fitzgerald in the first period Saturday at Rogers Arena. 

J.T. Miller has been in the crosshairs of early-season scrutiny. It comes 
with coming off a monster career 99-point season, a huge contract 
extension and a key cog in a power play that is 3-for-23 and a far cry 
from the unit that finished ninth overall last season. 

His assessment of what went wrong Saturday was frank. 

“To come out and play a third period like that given our situation was 
tough to swallow,” he said. “And once again, our power-play unit was 
awful and we hold ourselves to a better standard than that. We’re having 
a hard time winning, whether we have the lead or not. 

“Go home tonight and try to sleep and wake up and have a hell of a 
practice because we need to. We need to be men about this and 
understand it’s not good enough.” 

The aftershock of the third-period, no-show spread far and wide and was 
a hot Hockey Night in Canada After Hours topic for Canucks president of 
hockey operations Jim Rutherford. 

“We don’t have time to list (all the problems),” he said. “We have a lot of 
bad habits. We know we need to improve the defence but it’s not that 
easy. We don’t play fantasy hockey. I’m the same as the fans. Frustrated 
and it’s hard to watch, but we can’t make a panic move. 
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“We may very well be in a rebuild in the direction we’re going. Ideally, 
we’d like to transition this team on the fly.” 

THIRD PERIOD 

Will they or won’t they? Gut-check time for the Canucks. 

Thatcher Demko again, this time off Jeff Skinner in slot. 

Vinnie Hinostroza catches crossbar from sharp angle, red light goes on, 
video review says nay. 

GOAL — 1:54: Canucks slow on back check, Victor Olofsson left 
untouched to snap one low to glove side on Demko. Sabres up 3-1. 

Fans are booing PP1, so PP2 mops up but doesn’t deliver in big miss to 
close game gap. No shots from both units. 

GOAL — 16:31 — Zegmus Girgensons 

GOAL — 17:21 — Olofsson. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Brock Boeser gets stripped off puck in O-zone slot and Sabres speed 
away on 2-on-1. Another example of the visitors looking too big, strong 
and fast for the locals. Connor Garland almost changes the narrative with 
slot shot chance. 

Mattias Samuelsson in some distress, has to be helped off the ice after 
getting tied up with Curtis Lazar in end-boards collision. Right knee got 
twisted under Sabres D-man. Doesn’t look good. 

Scene from the struggle: Van catches Buffalo on line change, Ilya 
Mikheyev comes off wall into high slot and loses handle on puck. 

Vasily Podkolzin dangles into slot, loses balance, takes offence to being 
tripped Rasmus Dahlin. Like the moxie. It’s something. 

GOAL — 13:27: Elias Pettersson has PP chance from sharp angle 
before Garland deposits sweet Tanner Pearson backhand feed from side 
of net into slot to cut deficit to 2-1. 

Thatcher Demko to the rescue as JJ Peterka gets behind Tyler Myers. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Garland called Jack Rathbone his little kid brother from summer skates 
and the Boston area buddies nearly connected on an early goal. 

Sabres’ speed is quite evident — it was a key to a 4-2 win in Edmonton 
and 6-3 triumph in Calgary to start trip — but good early pace by 
Canucks with good net presence. 

Towering Myers can’t contain big Tage Thompson, takes holding minor. 
It would prove costly. 

GOAL— 5:35: Dahlin’s power-play point shot strikes a body before 
finding net on Demko’s glove side. Sabres blueliner has now scored in 
five-straight games. 

For those keeping score, Canucks power play now 2-for-20 after failed 
first attempt. Make that 2-for-21 with two shots on first two advantages. 
Hughes sorely missed to QB PP1. Rathbone looks comfortable on PP2. 

GOAL — 15:18: Dominant possession, pressure shift by Sabres results 
in Alex Tuch tucking one up high on Demko. Four goals in the last two 
games for winger. 

The Pre-Game Show 

Quinn Hughes did not take the warm-up skate. 

Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau said following the morning skate that the 
defenceman might be dealing with something that’s day-to-day and then 
quickly changed that to a game-time decision. The decision was 
obviously to not play. 

Regardless, it’s going to make the coach’s quest to hit the 600-win 
plateau as an NHL head coach — and become the 22nd bench boss to 
hit that height — more difficult. Hughes is averaging 27:14 of average ice 
time per outing, second to Drew Doughty who’s at 27:19. 

J.T. Miller finished tied for third in power-play points last season with 38 
(8-30) and it helped propel the Canucks centre to a career 99-point 
season, which was rewarded by a seven-year, US$56-million contract 
extension that kicks in next season. 

With so much power-play potential on the first unit, it’s understandable 
that Miller will try to find the sharp-shooting Elias Pettersson at the 
opposite face-off dot, or get the puck to the opportunistic Bo Horvat in the 
bumper position. Both require patience and precision and that’s what 
often drives coach Bruce Boudreau crazy. 

The easiest way to get out of 2-for-19 power-play mediocrity after five 
games is to dummy it down. Instead of trying to thread cross-ice passed 
through skates, or get it to Horvat in tight quarters, just shoot. Get pucks 
to the net. Get to the net. Get rebounds. 

“We have a lot of options and it runs through my stick a lot,” said Miller. 
“Take what they’ve giving me and that’s the hard part to do. We know a 
lot of tendencies. When I’m shooting the puck and getting to the inside, it 
sets up a lot of stuff, too. Teams are doing a good job of getting on top of 
Bo already. He has scored a lot of goals and I’ve got to work to create ice 
for him.” 

Canucks centre J.T. Miller is trying to be as good without the puck as he 
can be with it. 

Miller was also asked about trying too hard to make things happen 
because he wants to succeed. It helps and it hurts. 

It can lead to bad puck decisions, bad passes and bad goals, but that’s 
how the centre is wired. His loud-and-proud persona comes complete 
with a high-risk, high-reward mantra that coaches can either love or 
loathe. Miller has committed four give-aways. 

“I’ve been my own worst enemy forever,” admitted Miller, who has three 
points (2-1) and just 10 shots through five games. “It makes me the 
player I am. I wouldn’t say it’s pressure. The older I get, the more I 
understand there’s a way to play for me. It’s very simple. Keep playing. I 
expect a high level of play from myself. I know it’s hard to rein that in, but 
it brings the best out of me. 

“I’ve been pretty good in my own end in winning puck battles and being 
responsible. At some point, the puck will end up on my tape more and I’m 
trying to be patient. The timing will get better, but it’s important for me to 
be patient, because at some point, the game will open up and I have to 
believe it’s coming.” 

Rathbone pumped to finally make season debut 

The family has been alerted back in the Boston area. 

Jack Rathbone is making his debut tonight in the home opener and the 
smile on his face Saturday morning following an option skate painted the 
perfect picture of anticipation. 

“I’m pumped,” said Rathbone, 23, who had a solid rookie American 
Hockey League season in 2021-22 at Abbotsford. “I have to just kind of 
stay within myself a little bit and let the game come to me. Obviously, 
those first few shifts, the heart rate is going to be going just from the 
excitement of playing in front of the home crowd. 

“I’ve been given this opportunity for a reason and something I’m pretty 
confident about and ready for. It’s a been a long summer and when 
Bruce talked to me this morning, the smile hasn’t come off my face.” 

Canucks defenceman Jack Rathbone was named to the AHL all-rookie 
team last season. 

Rathbone was briefly hospitalized after absorbing a devastating check 
Feb. 16 in Bakersfield, Calif. He also had a shoulder injury and COVID-
19 diagnosis, but his 40 regular-season points (10-30) in 39 games 
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proved a willingness to take his game to another level. He projects as a 
future second-unit, power-play quarterback and the NHL level. 

His 1.03 points-per-game and 19 power-play assists were fifth among 
league defenders, and he was named to the AHL all-rookie team. He 
even had a Gordie Howe Hat Trick — goal, assist, fight — to 
demonstrate a feisty determination that the 5-foot-11, 190 pounder packs 
in being a fourth-round pick in 2017. 

Boudreau’s advice: “Use your best attributes, which is your skating, puck 
handling, shooting and the offensive talents. And understand the 
defensive portion of the game. But in the end, just be you. What got you 
here is going to keep you here.” 

What do you think of the Canucks’ new jersey? 

The Canucks unveiled their “reverse retro” jersey on Thursday, a royal 
blue, green and beige sweater featuring a 1960s-era Johnny Canuck. 
Check it out here: 

As Patrick Johnston reported, it’s part of a league-wide campaign and 
was inspired by the 1962-63 Western Hockey League’s Vancouver 
Canucks. 

The Canucks will wear theirs for the first time on Nov. 1 against New 
Jersey, and then seven more times, before New Year’s. 

What do you think of the jersey? Vote in our poll and leave your take in 
the comments section below: 

While we’re on the subject of polls … 

It’s the home opener, so let’s make a few predictions with a few bonus 
poll questions. What do you think will be the final result: Win, lose or 
overtime? And if the Canucks do get the victory, who do you think will 
score the winning goal? Cast your votes and leave your takes in the 
comments field below. 

Is Tuch the one that got away? 

When the previous regime was trying to get more out of former Canucks 
winger Jake Virtanen, general manager Jim Benning often mentioned 
power forward Alex Tuch, who was then with the Vegas Golden Knights. 

The Canucks liked his hustle, presence and finish and wanted Virtanen 
to emulate the right winger, who had 52 points (20-32) in the 2018-19 
season. On Thursday in Calgary, Tuch collected his first career hat-trick 
as the Buffalo Sabres impressed in a 6-3 rout of the Flames. 

Virtanen did hit career highs for goals (18), assists (18) and points (36) in 
2019-20, but never became the player the Canucks envisioned. Whether 
it was his size and ability to dominate at the Western Hockey League 
level, or a marketing move with a local lad returning home to play for the 
big club, there always seemed to be something missing in his game. 

Virtanen was selected sixth overall in 2014. Tuch, a 6-foot-4, 219 pound 
product of the U.S. National Team Development Program, went 18th to 
the Minnesota Wild. He’s at a $4.75 million annual salary cap hit this 
season and for two more. 

The Sabres present plenty of problems tonight. One is defenceman 
Rasmus Dahlin, who has scored in four-consecutive games to start the 
season. Boudreau was quick to remind us that Mike Green scored in 
eight straight for him in Washington.  It will be imperative for wingers to 
take away Dahlin’s point shot and passing options tonight. 

“I practise against Huggy (Hughes) enough where I know the guys who 
are mobile and I try to go up against them a lot and give them a hard time 
— but they can move and shoot — and if you give them too much space 
they’ll kill you,” said Canucks winger Conor Garland. “He (Dahlin) is 
obviously a guy you have to keep an eye on. 

I’ve played with a lot of their guys and know how talented they are. They 
have a really big D-corps, guys who move really well. A challenging team 
that’s going to be good for a while.” 

Some early Sabre rattling in Buffalo net 

Vancouver Canucks' Elias Pettersson, right, scores a goal against 
Columbus Blue Jackets' Elvis Merzlikins during the first period of an NHL 
hockey game Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022, in Columbus, Ohio. 

The Vancouver Canucks have another sweater to wear this season. As 
part of the NHL's leaguewide  
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Drance: Canucks fans deserve better, demanded it at ‘embarrassing’ 
home opener 

 

Thomas Drance 
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VANCOUVER — It’s said that history repeats itself: first as tragedy, then 
as farce. 

Make no mistake, what occurred at Rogers Arena on Saturday night, 
when the Canucks were routed by the Buffalo Sabres 5-1 and 
voraciously booed off their home ice in just the sixth game of this young 
NHL season, wasn’t tragic — even if the club’s performance was. 

No, the tragedy was felt back in 2018, when the club never found a way 
to reload with sufficient discipline or strategic coherence in the Jim 
Benning era, ultimately failing to provide Henrik and Daniel Sedin another 
relevant team to play on before they retired. 

What we’re witnessing now, this is a farce. 

The Vancouver market, and most troublingly the players on this hapless 
Canucks team, are so practiced at going through the “team in crisis” 
motions that we’ve seemingly put the process on fast forward this time 
around. 

The regular season only started 10 days ago! Ten days! 

That hasn’t stopped this team from setting a new record, not only for 
blown leads but for how quickly they’ve cycled through the performative 
stages that bad teams ritualistically cycle through, as the reality of their 
ineptitude sets in over the course of the NHL regular season. 

After blowing multi-goal leads in their first three contests, the Canucks 
had a players-only meeting in Washington last week. That was only three 
games in. 

Before we could wrap our heads around that, the club blew another lead 
in Columbus. After four games, the insider reports that management isn’t 
considering a change behind the bench (yet) surfaced. 

After yet another blown third-period lead in the fifth game, the club 
returned home and struck an unconvincing pose, insisting that their game 
was trending in the right direction. 

Finally, on Saturday night, the club returned to the supposedly friendly 
confines of Rogers Arena. And this one had it all. 

It had the road team opening the scoring with a fluky power-play goal. A 
gentleman wearing a retro Canucks jersey and a paper bag on his head, 
posing for photos with other fans in his section. The fans booed during 
play as the game twisted away from Vancouver. They booed as the 
Sabres top line cycled the puck endlessly in the Vancouver end. They 
booed the Canucks on the power play. They even booed “Sweet 
Caroline.” 
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There was a testy moment between J.T. Miller and Luke Schenn, 
following a late Miller turnover in the second period, as the inevitable 
tension that surfaces between teammates dealing with the constant 
hopelessness of losing spilled into public view. 

Heard that HNIC had the clip of J.T. Miller and Luke Schenn arguing at 
the end of the second, went back and grabbed it from the tail end of the 
intermission. 

By the end of the night, Canucks head coach Bruce Boudreau was 
ripping the effort level of his players. He said his message to his team 
after the game was that they should “look in the mirror.” 

During a fascinating moment in his postgame availability, Boudreau 
appeared to be negotiating against himself — as the Canucks often have 
in signing over-priced veteran players — trying fruitlessly to convince 
himself that his players hadn’t quit in the third period. 

“I never like to use that word,” Boudreau said of the notion that his 
players might have “quit” late. “It just looked like they said, ‘Oh, there’s no 
way we can catch up’ type thing. 

“And because they haven’t had success yet … I mean, I would like to 
think that there wasn’t anybody that was saying there, ‘I don’t care what 
happens now, I quit,’ but, I just can’t, I’ll never accept that in my mind. 

“But I mean it, certainly … like when you want two men to forecheck 
because you need a goal and only one man’s going in. And I mean, they 
know exactly what they’re supposed to do on a few of the goals, and in 
our D-zone they’re not doing it at all … that’s just really frustrating.” 

Finally, to cap off the evening, it featured the club’s still relatively new 
president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford, appearing on Hockey 
Night in Canada’s “After Hours” interview program, fresh off of an 
emotional, dispiriting loss for his team. 

He was asked the million-dollar question that we’ve all wondered about 
even as we’ve all secretly always known the answer to it: “Why won’t this 
organization commit to a rebuild?” 

Actually, more specifically, he was asked by longtime VIP Graham M., 
“Jim – we want a rebuild, we’ve wanted a rebuild since the end of the 
Sedin era. Why is this team so steadfastly opposed to giving us a 
rebuild?” 

“Yeah, well,” Rutherford began, following his club’s defeat at the hands of 
an up-and-coming young team that traded Jack Eichel only 11 months 
prior, “I think people have to realize how long rebuilds are. 

“You look at some of the teams that went through it and we look at them 
now and how good they are now, but there were a lot of tough years. We 
may very well be in a rebuild in the direction that we’re going, but ideally, 
we’d like to transition this team on the fly. 

“We do have some core players, some young players that are really 
good, and these guys just need to keep working and try to work through 
this at this point. But we will continue to add younger players to this team 
and bring it together in the next year or so.” 

It says everything you need to know about the state of this Canucks era 
— and of the farce that their fans are now re-living through — only weeks 
removed from committing $56 million over seven years to a 29-year-old 
forward, the club is already trending rapidly in a direction where new 
management’s preferred plan of “transitioning this team on the fly” is 
untenable. 

Transitioning on the fly is untenable because it’s severely at odds with 
this team’s reality and ability. There just isn’t enough talent on the back 
end for this team to compete credibly in the short term. The infrastructure 
is simply lacking. 

More importantly, though, it’s untenable because of the appetite of the 
paying customers in this hockey-savvy market. 

Fans want a plan. They want contention. They want real hope, not that 
flimsy, artificial stuff the organization sells to the gullible every summer,  
only for it to be dashed by November year after year. 

On Saturday night, at least, the fans made that much abundantly clear. 
And it only took six games. 
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Sabres observations: Mattias Samuelsson injury tests depth, Alex Tuch 
stays hot 

 

Matthew Fairburn 
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After the Sabres had scored their fifth goal and taken a 5-1 lead over the 
Canucks in the closing minutes of the game, the boos started in 
Vancouver. The Canucks entered the game winless and hoped they 
could change their fortunes in their home opener. Instead, the Sabres 
dispatched the Canucks just as they did the Flames and Oilers before 
them. They completed the swing through Western Canada with six points 
and left three frustrated teams in their wake. 

On Tuesday night, after the Sabres beat Edmonton 4-2, the Oilers 
players spoke about how they had “shot themselves in the foot.” The 
Flames, after a 6-3 loss to Buffalo, said they “have to be better 
prepared.” The Canucks repeatedly used the word “embarrassing” to 
describe their effort. 

The Sabres’ three wins haven’t been easy. They needed Eric Comrie to 
stand tall as they clung to a lead in Edmonton. They needed to withstand 
a relentless third-period push from the Flames in Calgary. Against the 
Canucks, they got off to a 2-0 start but lost control of the game for a 
stretch when Mattias Samuelsson went down with an injury and the 
Canucks played like the desperate team they were. 

Each time, though, the Sabres found a way to win. The Sabres entered 
the season with the youngest and cheapest roster in the NHL. They were 
coming off a 75-point season. So the narrative was that they’d be a 
potentially exciting but imperfect team. They have been both of those 
things, but they now have a growing sample of games that show they can 
find ways to win when not everything is going right. 

The Sabres keep collecting points and show signs of a team that can 
continue to do so. They’re getting consistent strong performances from 
emerging stars like Rasmus Dahlin and Alex Tuch. Their goaltending is 
consistent with both Comrie and Craig Anderson starting the season 
strong. They have a plus-11 goal differential. Yes, they’ve faced sketchy 
moments within games. But where past Sabres teams may have folded, 
this group is showing it can push back. 

As goalie Anderson put it, “We’re not smart enough to know any different 
right now.” That’s the beauty of a young team. The idea of the same old 
Sabres means little to a team with so many fresh faces. 

The Sabres have one more game left on the West Coast as they travel to 
Seattle to play the Kraken on Tuesday. They have a lot left to prove 
when they head back east, too. Putting together a successful road trip is 
different from putting together a successful season. But it’s hard to be 
anything but encouraged by the way the team is playing to start the 
season. 

Here’s what we learned from the win over the Canucks. 

• We mentioned the Sabres’ emerging stars at the top. Dahlin scored to 
start this game. That was his fifth straight game with a goal to start the 
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season, extending his NHL record for a defenseman. He also had what 
Victor Olofsson described as a “disgusting” assist on Buffalo’s fifth goal 
of the game. Dahlin’s emergence as a dynamic offensive threat is the 
most encouraging part of the Sabres’ start to the season. This is the 
player he was supposed to be, and there’s no reason to think it’s 
changing any time soon. He’s playing with a lot of confidence and said 
after the Flames game that something clicked last season with his 
offensive approach. 

“It started at the end of last season when I figured we have such skilled 
forwards and I like joining the rush as a fourth man and they always find 
nice seam passes,” Dahlin said. “I’m just trying to be open and they get 
me the puck.” 

As he showed Saturday, he’s also capable of getting them the puck. He 
has five goals and three assists in five games. He’s not sacrificing 
anything defensively, either. The Sabres have more scoring chances for 
them than against them when he’s on the ice. He owes some of that to 
his defensive partner, which leads us to our second note. 

• In the second period, Sabres defenseman Mattias Samuelsson twisted 
his right leg and went down on the ice in pain. He immediately grabbed 
his leg and needed assistance getting off the ice. His absence was 
noticeable for the remainder of the second period when the Canucks 
were able to control play. Samuelsson doesn’t play a flashy game, but 
he’s already showing early this year why the Sabres signed him to a 
seven-year, $30 million extension. Don Granato said after the game that 
the team got “good news” on Samuelsson’s injury compared to how the 
injury looked. So it sounds like the Sabres avoided a worst-case scenario 
with Samuelsson, and that’s a huge plus. Buffalo has the depth on 
defense to handle a short-term loss, but missing Samuelsson long term 
would have been a major blow. 

• Credit the Sabres’ defensemen for once again playing with five due to 
injury. Against the Oilers, Ilya Lyubushkin exited early, leaving the 
Sabres with a short bench. Against the Flames, Henri Jokiharju couldn’t 
finish the game. Saturday, it was Samuelsson. Each time, the remaining 
defensemen handled the task. Dahlin’s ability to eat ice time has been a 
major factor in that. Owen Power, who had more than 24 minutes of ice 
time against the Canucks, has proven valuable in that regard as well. 

Jokiharju returned to Buffalo and is on injured reserve. The Sabres called 
up Lawrence Pilut to fill the void. Lybushkin returned against the 
Canucks, but the Sabres could be without Samuelsson for a bit. So Pilut 
should get his opportunity against Seattle. This string of injuries has been 
a real test of defensive depth. Casey Fitzgerald stepped up in a big way 
with Samuelsson down in Vancouver. He tied for the team lead in shot 
attempts, and the Sabres had more shot attempts for than against when 
he was on the ice. 

• Among the biggest reasons for optimism in Buffalo is the play of Alex 
Tuch. He scored again against the Canucks and now has six goals in five 
games, putting him just a goal off the league lead. This goal came at the 
end of a long, dominant shift for the Sabres. He collected a loose puck in 
the slot and turned around to fire a shot into the top corner, showing off 
his quick release. 

In the last four games, in particular, Tuch has been the Sabres’ best 
offensive player. According to Natural Stat Trick, he leads the Sabres in 
shot attempts, scoring chances and expected goals in all situations. He 
tied for the team lead with seven shot attempts against the Canucks. All 
of those came at five-on-five. Entering the season, we knew Tuch would 
be one of Buffalo’s best play drivers and playmakers. The fact that he’s 
emerging as such a dangerous goal scorer makes him even more 
valuable. His previous career high is 20 goals, and it already looks like 
that could be in jeopardy. 

• For the second straight game, Casey Mittelstadt played a crucial role in 
a Sabres win. His biggest play of this game was his assist on Olofsson’s 
goal in the third period. At that point, the Sabres were still clinging to a 2-
1 lead after early goals from Dahlin and Tuch. Mittelstadt made the play 
happen by hustling down the left wing to create space for the two-on-one. 
He then delivered a perfect pass, and Olofsson launched a shot into the 

back of the net. That was the goal that deflated the Canucks and helped 
the Sabres finish this game the way they did. 

Mittelstadt has five points in Buffalo’s first five games of the season. The 
Sabres put him in a big spot to start the season as a top-six center. 
Granato has said he expects a lot out of Mittelstadt, and the Sabres are 
starting to get that from him. In the process, he helped them get some 
production from Olofsson, who had a quiet start to the West Coast trip. 
Now the challenge for the two of them is to sustain this type of play on a 
nightly basis. 

• Craig Anderson deserves praise for how he played in this game. He 
hadn’t played since the season-opening win against the Senators and 
didn’t show any rust. The Canucks had the advantage in shot attempts, 
so Anderson needed to be strong early, and he was. He stopped all five 
high-danger shots he faced, according to Natural Stat Trick. The only 
goal he allowed came on the power play. Comrie showed what he could 
do with back-to-back 40-save efforts in Alberta. That the Sabres could 
get this type of performance out of Anderson shows they could have a 
strong tandem in net. That’s allowing a young, talented roster to be 
competitive every night. What a difference that is from what Buffalo dealt 
with in net a year ago. 
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Lightning beat Isles 5-3 with Paul scoring late in second 

 

Mark Didtler 

4-5 minutes 10/22/2022 

 

Nicholas Paul scored a buzzer-beating second-period goal, Brayden 
Point had a goal and an assist, and the Tampa Bay Lightning beat the 
New York Islanders 5-3 on Saturday night. 

Tampa Bay also got goals from Brandon Hagel, Corey Perry and Alex 
Killorn. Backup Brian Elliott made 33 saves to get his 268th career win to 
tie Don Beaupre for 53rd place on the career list. 

The Lightning swept back to back games after beating Florida 3-2 in 
overtime on Friday night. 

“I thought we expended a lot of energy to win that game last night,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “But tonight, we didn’t execute. I 
thought we were extremely opportunistic. You have to find ways to win 
when you’re not at your best. You have to grind out some points when 
you don’t have your ‘A’ game.” 

Matt Martin, Anthony Beauvillier and Ryan Pulock scored, and Ilya 
Sorokin stopped 21 shots for the Islanders in their first road games. 

“A couple, I guess, breakdowns that shouldn’t happen that cost us but 
overall it was a good effort,” Martin said. 

The Islanders had a disappointing 4-1 loss to New Jersey Thursday night 
to end a 2-2-0 homestand. 

Paul gave Tampa Bay a 4-2 lead from the right circle off a pass from 
Ross Colton with one-tenth of a second to play in the period. The 
sequence started when Tampa Bay’s Cole Koepke forced a neutral zone 
turnover with a hard check on Nikita Soshnikov. 

“I just knew there wasn’t a lot of time left,” Paul said. “I just knew I had to 
get it on net in a good spot, so put it low blocker with point-one second to 
spare.” 
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New York coach Lane Lambert said “mistakes happen, and that one 
hurt,” about Paul’s goal. 

Lightning captain Steven Stamkos had his season-opening five-game 
goal streak end after being held without a shot on goal. It only trails Nikita 
Kucherov’s seven-game run in 2017-18 as the longest in team history. 

Kucherov picked up his eighth assist on Point’s goal but hasn’t scored a 
goal through six games this season. He had two shots on goal and had 
an empty-net shot from just inside the offensive zone that hit the post, 

The Islanders killed off three Lightning power plays, including a 42-
second 5-on-3, and are perfect in 18 short-handed situations. New York 
failed on three power plays, and are 1-for-15 overall. 

Pulock cut the deficit to 4-3 when he skated down the slot to score 5:45 
into the third period. Killorn re-established a two-goal advantage with 
5:52 remaining. 

Point opened the scoring from in-close at 10:43 of the first. The center 
had a third-period game-tying goal, and added the winner in overtime 
against Florida on Friday night. 

Hagel put the Lightning up 2-1 on the rebound with 1:57 left in the first 
after Point’s deflected shot went off the crossbar. 

Perry made it 3-1 at 3:12 of the second after a strong forechecking effort. 
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Lane Lambert makes numerous lineup changes in bid to spark Islanders 
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TAMPA, Fla. — Coach Lane Lambert’s reaction after his Islanders were 
outskated in a blowout home loss to the Devils on Thursday extended 
beyond holding an intense practice the following day. 

Lambert made multiple lineup changes for what became a 5-3 loss to the 
Lightning on Saturday night. He benched wing Josh Bailey for Nikita 
Soshnikov, activated defenseman Sebastian Aho off injured reserve and 
sent Robin Salo to AHL Bridgeport. 

“We just needed to get a spark, and it was a good opportunity to put 
Soshnikov in the lineup,” Lambert said, explaining the move to send 
Bailey, just a few nights away from what was scheduled to be his 1,000th 
game, to the press box. 

Coming into Saturday, Bailey was the only Islanders forward to have 
played in each of the first four games without recording a point. If he gets 
back into the lineup on Sunday against the Panthers, Bailey will have a 
chance to play game No. 1,000 on Friday at Carolina. 

Soshnikov, who played in his stead, skated for 10:26 Saturday and 
recorded three hits and three missed shots. Lambert said that Bailey’s 
play didn’t have anything to do with the move. 

The speed added by Soshnikov was something the Islanders identified 
as an issue following the loss to the Devils. They said they were caught 
out by how fast the Devils played. Evidently, that was on Lambert’s mind 
against the Lightning, another team that can play fast. 

Aho, whom Salo beat for a lineup spot out of camp, was paired with 
Mayfield on Saturday and got minutes on the second power-play unit, 
totaling 14:18.“I liked his skating,” Lambert said. “I thought he played a 

very good game. He moved the puck. He drew a penalty. I thought he 
was very solid tonight.” 

Lambert declined to say whether Aho would be in the lineup on Sunday 
against the Panthers, but confirmed that Salo would travel with the team 
instead of going straight to Bridgeport. He did not have to go through 
waivers to be assigned there. 

“I think it’s the same thing [as] with Soshnikov,” Lambert said. “It’s an 
opportunity to get Aho into the lineup. We made a couple of changes, 
tonight was a good night to do that. I thought we played better.” 

Lambert shuffled his defensive pairs around midway through the match, 
putting Adam Pelech with Noah Dobson and Alexander Romanov with 
Ryan Pulock. He said afterward that the move had to do with matchups, 
with the Lightning holding last change on the road. 
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Islanders waste opportunity to upset Lightning 
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TAMPA, Fla. — The Islanders played well enough to win on Saturday 
night against a team the entire league uses as a measuring stick. 

But at the end of the night, the scoresheet read 5-3 in favor of the 
Lightning, and the Islanders had fallen to 2-3 on the season, with their 
next four games all against teams that got to at least the second round of 
the playoffs last season. That is the reality of the situation: There are no 
moral victories, not for a team trying to prove itself the way the Islanders 
are. 

“We did a lot of things that we wanted to do,” coach Lane Lambert said. 
“Seventy-two shot attempts, [48] hits, I thought we competed hard. We 
made some mistakes, it ended up in the back of our net.” 

The Islanders managed to hang around in the third period, with Ryan 
Pulock putting them within a goal with a wrist shot past Brian Elliott 5:45 
into the final frame. But Alex Killorn sealed it for the Lightning with a rush 
goal off Paul’s feed at 14:08 amid a sequence in which the two teams 
traded a couple of chances each after the Islanders had killed off a 
penalty. 

“Mistakes are gonna happen,” Mathew Barzal said. “They had a few 
tonight that we buried on and we had a few that they buried on. I thought 
the game could’ve gone either way.” 

Twice on the night, the Islanders followed a stretch of good play by giving 
up a goal to stymie their own momentum. 

The first came at 10:43 of the first period, when Tampa Bay’s Brayden 
Point scored the opening goal, burying a rebound from Nikita Kucherov. 
To that point, the Islanders had badly outshot the Lightning during the 
first period. Though Matt Martin quickly tied it for the Islanders, putting 
away the puck from the slot after Corey Perry turned it over at 12:29, that 
momentum was short-lived. 

Brandon Hagel put the Lightning back in front before the period was over, 
scoring off a Point rebound that caromed against the crossbar, then off 
Sorokin’s back. Though the Islanders managed to kill off a five-on-three 
at the start of the second, they faltered almost as soon as the game went 
back to even strength, with Corey Perry making it 3-1 on a cross-ice feed 
from Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, just after Barzal had passed up what 
seemed to be a wide open look from the slot on the other end. 
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Anthony Beauvillier got one back at 9:36 of the second, but then came 
another strong run of play followed by another goal for the opposition — 
this one when Nick Paul scored to make it 4-2, Tampa Bay, at the buzzer 
signaling the second intermission. 

“I don’t think we thought the period was over,” Lambert said. “Mistakes 
happen and that one hurt.” 

On one hand, the Lightning are without question a better team than the 
Islanders, and losing to them at Amalie Arena is far from a disaster. On 
the other hand, it was a rare moment in which Tampa Bay looked 
vulnerable, with Elliott in goal and after a slow start to the season. 

“What went wrong, I don’t know,” Barzal said. “Just gave them some 
good chances, they buried them. [I] liked our game, so it was a tough 
one.” 

After losing 4-1 in a disastrous effort against the Devils on Thursday, 
finding some momentum would have been ideal for the Islanders, who 
will take the ice again less than 24 hours after this one, Sunday in 
Sunrise, Fla. against the Panthers. 

“Definitely a step in the right direction,” Barzal said. “Liked our compete, 
liked our battle. Thought everyone was moving so definitely a better 
game than the other night.” 

The Islanders, though, exited Amalie Arena with the same number of 
points in hand as they had exited UBS Arena with on Thursday: Zero. 
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Islanders coach Lane Lambert scratches Josh Bailey in bit of a shakeup 
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TAMPA, Fla. — Josh Bailey’s 1,000th game is going to come a little later 
than expected. 

Lane Lambert shook up the Islanders’ lineup for Saturday night’s 5-3 loss 
to the Lightning at Amalie Arena and Bailey was a healthy scratch. 

Defenseman Sebastian Aho was activated off injured reserve for his 
season debut and inserted for Robin Salo, who was reassigned to the 
Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport in a likely paper transaction. 

Bailey, 33, has played 997 games and had been expected to become the 
third player in team history to play 1,000 with the franchise on 
Wednesday night against the Rangers at UBS Arena. He went without a 
point in his first four games. 

Hall of Famers Bryan Trottier (1,123) and Denis Potvin (1,060) are the 
team leaders in games played. 

It marked Bailey’s first healthy scratch since former coach Barry Trotz sat 
him at San Jose and Los Angeles on Feb. 24-26, 2022. Before that, 
Bailey had not been a healthy scratch since Nov. 8, 2015. The longest-
tenured Islander made his NHL debut on Nov. 11, 2008. 

Lambert, who hinted at lineup changes after Thursday’s 4-1 loss to the 
visiting Devils, inserted Nikita Soshnikov for Bailey. 

“We just needed to get a spark and it was a good opportunity to put 
Soshnikov in the lineup,” Lambert said. 

Salo, who has two goals in four games, can be recalled in time for 
Sunday’s late afternoon game against the Panthers in Sunrise, Florida. 

Isles files 

Lambert rearranged his defense pairs in the first period, putting Adam 
Pelech with Noah Dobson and Alexander Romanov with Ryan Pulock. 
Lambert said he did so because, as the road team without the last 
change, he couldn’t get the matchups he wanted . . . Kieffer Bellows 
and Ross Johnston remained healthy scratches . . . MSG Networks 
Islanders analyst and four-time Stanley Cup winner Butch Goring turned 
73 on Saturday. “He’s been a big part of our organization for a long time,” 
Anders Lee said. “It’s always great to hear his calls and his insights.” 
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Islanders make a better effort but still lose to Lightning 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.com 

Updated October 23, 2022 12:13 am4-5 minutes 10/22/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Islanders played better because, well, they couldn’t 
have played worse than they had in their previous game. 

They outchanced the Lightning 72-46 and outhit them 48-29, but the 
Islanders still made enough mistakes to result in a 5-3 loss to the three-
time Stanley Cup finalist on Saturday night at Amalie Arena. 

“We had a very good effort,” coach Lane Lambert said. “We did a lot of 
things that we wanted to do. I thought we competed hard. We made 
some mistakes and they ended up in the back of our net.” 

Most glaring was the end of the second period. Nikita Soshnikov, 
inserted into the lineup with Josh Bailey a healthy scratch, turned it over 
and then let Nicholas Paul skate around him to beat Ilya Sorokin (21 
saves) with less than a second left as the Lightning took a 4-2 lead. 

That stood as the winner after defenseman Ryan Pulock intercepted 
Brandon Hagel’s attempted clear and beat Brian Elliott (33 saves) from 
the slot to pull the Islanders within 4-3 at 5:45 of the third period. 

“I went back to help with the play,” said Soshnikov, in the lineup for the 
first time since the season opener. “I had a lot of time with the puck. I 
tried to get to the red line and dump it in. Unfortunately, the guy had good 
position on me. It’s just crazy that one millisecond left and it ended up in 
our net. 

“I thought we played well the whole game. I know it’s a cliche, but 
bounces were against us today.” 

The Islanders (2-3-0) were coming off Thursday night’s no-show 4-1 loss 
to the dominant Devils at UBS Arena to end their season-opening four-
game homestand. Lambert criticized the Islanders’ compete level in that 
loss. 

“The feeling that you have during the last game is what kicks you in the 
butt. It’s not the coaching telling you because we all know,” said Cal 
Clutterbuck, who was credited with a game-high 10 hits. “We knew we 
needed to respond with an effort. I feel like we did that. Didn’t get the 
result. That’s frustrating. But we’ve got another crack at it in less than 24 
hours, and if we bring the same effort, I like our chances.” 

Saturday started a very challenging five-game stretch against some of 
the NHL’s best. The Islanders will conclude their quick Florida swing 
against the Panthers late Sunday afternoon. The Panthers, who beat the 
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Isles in the teams’ season opener, 3-1, at UBS Arena on Oct. 13, led the 
NHL with 122 points last season. 

Then the Islanders face the Rangers and Hurricanes, top Metropolitan 
Division contenders, before hosting the reigning Stanley Cup champion 
Avalanche next Saturday. 

The Islanders started Saturday’s game with a strong forecheck and 
territorial advantage, but Brayden Point made it 1-0 at 10:43 of the first 
period after defenseman Scott Mayfield misplayed the puck behind the 
crease. Matt Martin tied it from the slot at 12:29 of the first period, but 
Hagel knocked in a loose puck after Point’s shot hit the crossbar to make 
it 2-1 at 18:03. 

Corey Perry upped that to 3-1 at 3:12 of the second period after the 
Islanders killed off 40 seconds of a five-on-three to start the period. The 
Islanders’ penalty kill is 18-for-18 this season. Anthony Beauvillier’s 
backhander dribbled through Elliott to close the gap to 3-2 at 9:36 of the 
second period. 

The Lightning’s Alex Killorn, converting on a rebound, closed the scoring 
at 14:08 of the third period. 

“It’s definitely a step in the right direction,” Mathew Barzal said. “I liked 
our compete. I liked our battle.” 
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Islanders face stern tests against the NHL's top teams over the next 
week 

 

By Andrew Gross andrew.gross@newsday.com 

Updated October 22, 2022 8:16 pm4-5 minutes 10/22/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Lane Lambert doesn’t look at opponents, or stretches of 
opponents, as measuring sticks. 

But the Islanders’ upcoming obstacle course of a schedule, starting with 
Saturday night’s game against the three-time Stanley Cup finalist 
Lightning at Amalie Arena, certainly could be viewed as such. 

“Well, I don’t use the term ‘measuring stick,’ ” Lambert said. “But 
certainly, over the next few days, we have some good teams we’re going 
to play against and we’re just going to have to take it one game at a 
time.” 

The Islanders will conclude their quick Florida swing late Sunday 
afternoon against the Panthers, who beat them, 3-1, in the season 
opener at UBS Arena on Oct. 13 and finished atop the NHL standings 
last season with 122 points. The Islanders then will face the Rangers, 
who lost to the Lightning in the Eastern Conference Final, on Wednesday 
in the teams’ only matchup at UBS Arena this season. 

Friday brings a road game against the Hurricanes, who finished first in 
the Metropolitan Division the past two seasons, before the Islanders host 
the reigning Cup champion Avalanche the next night. 

Thursday night’s 4-1 loss to the visiting Devils, in which the Islanders 
were outskated and outbattled from the opening faceoff, amplified their 
need to prove that performance was an aberration and that they are 
equipped to compete with the NHL’s faster teams. 

“Potentially,” Zach Parise said about this stretch being a measuring stick. 
“These teams we’re going to be playing against, they had great seasons 
last year and, even a handful of them, the last few years. It will be good 
to see where we’re at. It will be good to see how can we rebound after 

last game. It might have been a step backwards from the way we’re 
trying to play. See if we can erase that and go back to what we want to 
do.” 

“It’s a good challenge for us,” defenseman Scott Mayfield said. “Our last 
game wasn’t our best game, so we want to regroup. We have confidence 
in this room. We know what our group is. We’re happy with the guys 
we’ve got in this room. We know what we can do when we play our best. 
The biggest thing is just showing up every game with that 100% effort.” 

Mathew Barzal remarked after Thursday’s disappointing loss, which 
followed wins over the struggling Ducks and Sharks, that the Islanders 
hadn’t yet faced a team as fast as the Devils. 

On Friday, Barzal expressed his confidence that the Islanders are “a 
quick team” and that turning the puck over in Thursday’s loss was the 
real issue, not an ability to keep up with fast teams. 

“First of all, I agree with him,” Lambert said. “Secondly, we just got away 
from some of the concepts that we had implemented in the first few 
games. We can be fast. We can move the puck quickly. Part of being fast 
for us and slowing other teams down is being physical, and we weren’t 
physical enough. So there’s certainly a way of doing it.” 

Still, the Lightning, Panthers, Rangers, Hurricanes and, above all, the 
Avalanche definitely qualify as being among the league’s fastest teams. 

“It’s a fast league,” Parise said. “There’s not a ton of time out there. So if 
you’re not making clean plays, if you’re not supporting each other, you’re 
going to have games like you had last night where it just feels like there’s 
10 New Jersey Devils on the ice the whole time and they’re buzzing 
around. If we can manage the puck better, you limit those types of games 
you have.” 
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Rapid Recap: Islanders Allow Back-Breaking Bolts Goal Late in Second, 
Lose 5-3  

 

Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 10/22/2022 

 

TAMPA, FL– The New York Islanders put together a stronger 
performance against Tampa Bay, but the Lightning struck five times to 
the Islanders’ three, losing their second straight contest. The Islanders 
are now 2-3-0 on the season. 

SCORING 

Brayden Point gave the Tampa Bay Lightning a 1-0 lead at 10:43 of the 
first period as, following a Scott Mayfield turnover behind the New York 
Islanders net, Point potted a rebound off a Nikita Kuchervo shot. 
Kucherov and Brandon Hagel were credited with the assists on Point’s 
fourth of the season. 

Matt Martin tied the contest at one, as following a Corey Perry turnover, 
Matt Martin buried the puck from the slot for his first goal of the season. 

Tampa took the lead with just over two minutes to play in the first period 
as, following a Point shot off the crossbar, Brandon Hagel beat Brock 
Nelson to the puck and buried it for his first of the season. Point and 
Victor Hedman were credited with the assists. 

Cory Perry gave the Lightning a 3-1 lead at 3:12 of the third period as he 
was left all alone towards the blocker-side post, and Pierre-Eduoard 
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Bellemare found him. Bellemare and Pat Maroon were credited with the 
assists on Perry’s second of the season. 

Anthony Beauvillier snuck a backhander past Tampa Bay Lightning 
netminder Brian Elliott for his first of the season to cut Tampa’s lead to 3-
2. The goal was assisted by Brock Nelson at 9:36 of the second period. 

Nick Paul beat Ilya Sorokin with one second to go in the second to give 
the Lightning a 4-2 lead as the Islanders stopped playing. Ross Colton 
was credited with the assist on Paul’s first of the season. 

Ryan Pulock scored at 5:45 of the third period to cut the Islanders deficit 
to 4-3 as he beat Elliott from the high slot after keeping the puck in the 
offensive zone. The goal was unassisted. 

Alex Killorn picked up a loose puck off a Sorokin rebound to give the 
Lightning a 5-3 lead at 14:08 of the third. Paul and Sergachev were 
credited with the assists on Killorn’s first of the season. 

Soshnikov Mistake Leads to Backbreaking Goal 

Nikita Soshnikov was back in the lineup after being a healthy scratch for 
the last three games as Josh Bailey took a seat. Skating alongside Jean-
Gabriel Pageau and Oliver Wahlstrom, Soshnikov looked good early but 
had two giveaways, one costly. 

Rather than getting rid of the puck, on two separate chances, he took two 
big hits, which allowed Nick Paul to eventually score a backbreaking goal 
with one second to go in the second to give the Lightning a two-goal lead 
entering the third. 

There should be no shock if Soshnikov is out of the lineup for the game 
Sunday against the Florida Panthers. 

“I don’t think we thought the period was over,” Lambert said. “Mistakes 
happen, and that one hurt.” 

Romanov-Dobson Pair Separated 

Not even 20 minutes into the season’s fifth game, the Islanders’ 
rejuvenated second defensive pairing has been split up as the line 
tinkering continues for new head coach Lane Lambert.  

The hard-hitting Alexander Romanov was split up with the smooth-
skating Noah Dobson, with the former skating alongside Ryan Pulock. 
During the first period, Dobson was seen skating with Adam Pelech, 
perhaps the Islanders’ best defensive defenseman. 

“Well, we’re on the road,” New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert 
said. “In terms of their matchups and things like that, you know, we move 
some people around.” 

He clarified: 

“Like I said, we didn’t split them up because we weren’t seeing things. 
We split them up because we are on the road, and we can’t get the 
matchup we want.” 

We shall see if they remain separated Sunday against the Florida 
Panthers. 

Penalty Kill Remains Perfect 

The New York Islanders found themselves in the penalty box yet again 
but, yet again, killed off all three chances against. They allowed six total 
shots. The penalty kill is now an even 18 for 18 to start the young 
season. 

Netminder Ilya Sorokin has had to be the best penalty killer, as the 
Islanders allowed three of the six shots while short two players. 

Up Next: The New York Islanders are in Florida to take on the Panthers 
for the second of their back-to-back. Puck drop is slated for 5 PM. 
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Game Update: Bailey Scratched, Aho Off IR & In, Salo to Bridgeport  

 

Stefen Rosner 

3-4 minutes 10/22/2022 

 

On Friday morning, On Friday morning, New York Islanders head coach 
Lane Lambert shared that there could be lineup changes ahead of their 
contest against the Tampa Bay Lightning. The first-year bench boss was 
unhappy about his team’s effort in Thursday’s 4-1 loss to the New Jersey 
Devils, calling the loss “extremely embarrassing.”. 

On Saturday, before the New York Islanders faced off against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the New York Islanders activated defenseman Sebastian 
Aho off of Injury Reserve. Aho was placed on IR back on Oct. 15 prior to 
their matchp against the Anaheim Ducks to create a roster spot for Cal 
Clutterbuck, who started the season on IR. 

To make room for Aho’s return, 23-year-old defenseman Robin Salo, 
who played in the first four contests alongside Scott Mayfield, was sent to 
Bridgeport (AHL). 

Salo is waiver-exempt, and the likelihood he physically leaves the New 
York Islanders is slim. 

This is what we call a good ol’ paper transaction. 

In Thursday’s loss to New Jersey, the defensive pairing of Robin Salo 
and Scott Mayfield was not particularly strong. They played 9:01 as a 
pair, and while on the ice, the Islanders were outshot 8-1, out-chanced 
12-2, and the Devils had 7 high-danger chances. 

Salo had two giveaways. 

On the season, Salo had two goals in four games and played, on 
average, 13:56 minutes per night. 

Sebastian Aho will make his season debut alongside Mayfield. The 26-
year-old defenseman has played 61 career games with New York over 
the course of three seasons. 

That was not the only roster move that Lambert made, as he took out an 
NHL veteran as well. 

Lambert scratched 15-year veteran Josh Bailey, something that former 
head coach Barry Trotz did twice during the 2021-22 season. Bailey has 
been held pointless through the team’s first four games and sits three 
games shy of reaching the 1,000-game milestone. 

28-year-old European Nikita Soshnikov, who made the New York 
Islanders out of training camp and played in the first game of the season 
on the fourth line, was back in the lineup and skated alongside Jean-
Gabriel Pageau and Oliver Wahlstrom. 

Lambert’s willingness to change his roster and lineups this early in the 
season proves that he is not messing around. The New York Islanders 
found themselves in a deep hole early last season, one that they could 
not get out of. He is doing what he can to make sure that does not 
happen again in 2022-23. 
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Nowadays, everyone knows Butch Goring as the man beside 
broadcaster Brendan Burke when the New York Islanders are on MSG 
Networks. Since 2010, Goring has been giving his takes on Islanders 
games, mispronouncing names, showcasing his Islanders fandom, and 
coining phrases like ‘Toy department’ while also screaming at the 
referees. 

He’s a passionate guy, and on Saturday, Butch Goring celebrated his 
73rd birthday. 

“Butchy’s awesome,” Matt Martin said. “He’s been a part of this 
[organization] now for a while, like a real long time, I guess, if you count 
the playing days. I always enjoy talking to Butchie, and now he’s just 
another Islanders legend that’s such a huge part of the community.” 

“You know, I run into him at golf outings all the time. He loves being here. 
He loves being a part of this community.” 

New York Islanders captain Anders Lee also spoke on the role Goring 
has played, being around the team. 

“Butchy’s been a big part of our organization for a long time. It’s always 
great to hear his calls and his insights,” Lee said. “So, we wish him a 
great day.” 

As much as he is beloved by the New York Islanders faithful today, that 
love started on March 10, 1980, a date that is up as one of the most 
important dates in New York Islanders franchise history. 

That was the day that New York Islanders general manager Al Arbour 
sent forward Billy Harris and defenseman Dave Lewis to the Los Angeles 
Kings in exchange for 29-year-old center Butch Goring. 

Butch Goring had played over 11 years with Los Angeles, potting 275 
goals with 385 assists in 736 regular season games. He helped the Kings 
to six playoff appearances, scoring nine goals with nine assists in 30 
games. 

He was a valuable piece of that franchise, and although he may not get 
the credit he deserves for what he brought to Long Island, Goring may 
have been the reason the Islanders went on to not just win the 
franchise’s first Stanley Cup back in 1980, but the next three as well. 

He was the final piece of the puzzle. 

Over his six-year career with the New York Islanders, Butch Goring 
scored 87 goals with 108 assists in 332 NHL games. In the postseason, 
which the Islanders played in, in five of his six years on Long Island, 
Goring collected 28 goals and 40 assists in 99 playoff games, including 
seven power-play goals, two shorthanded goals, along with two of the 28 
being game-winners. 

Following his playing days in 1984-85, Goring coached the Boston Bruins 
from 1985-87 and then years later was behind the Islanders bench from 
1999-2001. In 2010, Butch Goring became the staple color commentator 
on MSG. 
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Tampa Time, Gm 5: Islanders vs. Lightning, Lineup Updates, Bailey Out?  
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The New York Islanders (2-2-0) are in Tampa as they face the Lightning 
(2-2-0) Saturday night for their first road game of the season. Puck drop 
is slated for 7 PM ET at Amalie Arena. 

This is the first of a back-to-back situation as they face the Florida 
Panthers on Sunday night, at 5 PM ET. 

“It’s good to get on the road and get the guys on the road,” New York 
Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said.”See where we stand here.” 

“Big game here in Tampa. A great team, and you want to be tested. You 
want to be tested early, and it’ll start tonight,” New York Islanders captain 
Anders Lee said. “There’s next five will be a good hard challenge, and 
that’s what this is all about.” 

Following the morning skate, Josh Bailey, Kieffer Bellows, Ross Johnston 
and Robin Salo remained on the ice, which means they are the likely 
scratches for the contest. 

If Sebastian Aho (IR) is back in the lineup, that means he would need to 
be activated off IR, and either some player would need to be placed on 
IR, or someone except from waivers would need to be sent down. 

The likely situation is that another player ends up on IR, or Robin Salo 
gets sent down (waiver exempt). 

Josh Bailey is three games shy of reaching the 1,000-game milestone, 
which he was supposed to hit against the New York Rangers this 
upcoming Wednesday. But that milestone will have to wait. 

Ilya Sorokin was in the starter’s crease at New York Islanders’ morning 
skate, as he will likely get the start against the Lightning. 

For Tampa, they beat their cross-state rivals, the Florida Panthers, Friday 
night, by a score of 3-2 in overtime. Steven Stamkos scored his seventh 
goal of the season, but the most critical part of that contest was that 
Andrei Vasilevskiy started in goal. 

That means Brian Elliott will start in goal against the New York Islanders. 
He owns a record of 9-2-9 against the New York Islanders over his NHL 
career. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders visit the Tampa Bay Lightning in their 
first road game of the 2022-23 campaign. Tonight’s game is the first of 
three matchups between the two clubs this season, and the Islanders’ 
first visit to Amalie Arena since November 15 of last year. 

The last time these teams met was April 29 at UBS Arena, the Islanders’ 
final game of the 2021-22 campaign. They finished last season with a 17-
19-5 record in road contests. 
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Willy Goes Wild: Dufour Scores First Two Career AHL Goals, Including 
OT Winner  

 

Stefen Rosner 

3-4 minutes 10/22/2022 

 

New York Islanders prospect William Dufour knows how to light the lamp. 
In his final season of junior hockey, he scored 56 goals for the St. John 
Sea Dogs before potting seven goals during the Memorial Cup Playoffs. 
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He was named MVP of both leagues before scoring three goals and 
winning gold at the 2022 IIHF World Juniors with Team Canada. 

When New York Islanders training camp came and went, William Dufour 
had showcased his shot, but his skating was something that needed 
work. And the Bridgeport Islanders would be the place for him to practice 
and play hefty minutes on a nightly basis. 

Through his first two AHL games, he skated alongside top prospects 
Aatu Räty and Simon Holmstrom but failed to record a point. 

That changed on Friday night as the Memorial Cup MVP scored 
Bridgeport’s first goal of the game and then the eventual overtime game-
winner, a 5-4 win over Providence. 

Dufour recorded Bridgeport’s first shot of the game about a minute and a 
half in as William Dufour carried the puck up the ice on a 2-on-1 with 
Aatu Räty. Shooter’s shoot, and that’s what Dufour did as he sniped 
Providence Bruins netminder Keith Kinkaid blocker side for his first 
career AHL goal. 

And then, he sniped yet again in overtime. 

After a tremendous save by Bridgeport netminder Cory Schneider, Aatu 
Räty and William Dufour got on another 2-on-1, like we saw on Dufour’s 
first goal. However, this time, Aatu Räty transitioned up the ice and fed 
Dufour, who took a second before sniping Kinkaid glove side. 

A save by Cory Schneider on one end, a goal from William Dufour down 
the other. 

Aatu Räty and William Dufour are showing a glimpse of what the future 
may look like for the New York Islanders. William Dufour still has plenty 
to work on, only three games into his AHL career, while Räty has played 
11. 

But it is an encouraging sign to see not only their chemistry forming early 
but also the fact that Dufour can keep up with Räty up the ice and make 
quick transitions. 

With his two-goal performance, William Dufour now leads the Bridgeport 
Islanders in goals with two. 
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Islanders Players, Fans React to the Return of the Fisherman Jersey  
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The Fisherman jersey is a touchy subject for New York Islanders fans 
given the image it portrayed back in the late 1990s. Over 30 years later, 
the New York Islanders have brought it back, with a bit of a modern spin, 
for their 2022-23 Reverse Retro sweater. 

Islanders Officially Release Fisherman Reverse Retro 

As one can expect, there were mixed feelings from the New York 
Islanders faithful, as one generation looks at the logo and thinks about 
what an atrocity it was, while another generation cannot get enough of it. 

“They look great. I think it’s really cool refresh of the old fisherman logo,” 
New York Islanders captain Anders Lee said. “The orange and navy with 
the teal makes it pop.” 

“Can’t wait to wear them.” 

The New York Islanders will wear these jerseys six times this season. 

“I think it’s exciting,” New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said. 
“The players will be excited to wear it.” 

In an exclusive interview with amNewYork, Anthony Beauvillier and Matt 
Martin shared their thoughts on their new jersey. 

“It’s going to be great,” Beauvillier said. “I love the Fisherman jersey, so I 
can’t wait to see it.” 

Martin added, “I think it’ll be cool. I love our traditional logo but changing 
it up is always cool to put another jersey in your collection.” 

Now to the fan base. 

“Hideous about sums it up,” fan Frank Russo told NYI Hockey Now. 
“Hated it then, hate it now,” Matthew Makeiwich shared. 

A few comments were about how the Islanders should have gone with 
the Lighthouse logo on the crest, the logo that was on the shoulders in 
the original Fisherman jersey. 

“Should have just used the lighthouse. I would have bought it,” Joe Sinisi 
told us.” 

“Worst logo ever. Embarrassing,” Mike Vevehommer said. 

As mentioned, the New York Islanders were considered a laughing stock 
when they donned these jerseys from 1995-1997. 

Their record in the “Fish Stix” sweaters was not pretty, going a combined 
51-91-22 (22 ties),  finishing in last place in the Atlantic Division. 

“It was an embarrassment then, probably the lowest point of the 
franchise with all that was going on,” fan Ryan Kelly told us. “So, to me, I 
associate it with everything wrong with the franchise. I don’t get the 
attraction, maybe because it’s just something different. I don’t understand 
why someone would move away from a uniform that represents the 
greatest American dynasty in sports.” 

If we are being honest, it would not have mattered what jersey the 
Islanders wore during that time, as the team was non-competitive. 

Now, not all the comments were negative. There were many fans who 
love the new jersey. 

“Finally listening to the younger fans, something exciting besides 
Romanov for next year,” Michael Moisa wrote. 

Even fans who did not appreciate the original Fisherman sweater are 
embracing this one. 

“I embrace the good and bad history of this team! I didn’t hate it then, but 
I always want the original logo to be the main logo. I rock my fisherman 
hoodie all the time,” Erin Harrison said. 

Regardless of anyone’s opinions, there is monetary value in the New 
York Islanders pushing the Fisherman jersey. It will sell, as the younger 
generation are fascinated with it. 

Even New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert knows it’s about 
making money. “I’m sure it’ll sell well,” Lambert said. 

The good news for the fans that hate it is that it’s not taking over as the 
primary piece like it originally did and will be worn six times. For the fans 
who love it, now is your time to shine as they go on sale on November 
15. 

How the New York Islanders play with them on their backs will truly 
dictate the mood of these jerseys. 

The New York Islanders will debut their new Reverse Retros on Dec. 10 
when they host the Carolina Hurricanes. 
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Resiliency on display as the Flyers rebound from their first loss of season 
with 3-1 win over Predators 

 

Giana Han 

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The one positive John Tortorella pointed out 
ahead of the Flyers’ Saturday contest against the Nashville Predators 
was the team’s resiliency. That was on full display as the Flyers bounced 
back from their first loss of the year with a 3-1 win over the Predators. 

The Flyers not only rebounded from a rough loss to the Florida Panthers, 
they showed resiliency through the wild momentum swings of the game 
against the Predators. 

For much of Saturday night, the Flyers looked like they were penalty 
killing despite being at even strength. The Flyers only spent six minutes 
actually on the penalty kill, which was more successful this game than it 
has been through the season. However, their inability to kill plays and get 
out of their own defensive zone made it seem like they were at a 
disadvantage longer. 

However, with Carter Hart in net, the Flyers withstood the barrage. And, 
on one of the brief moments they had the puck in the offensive zone, 
they were able to take the lead with Kevin Hayes’ goal three minutes in. 

That didn’t change the momentum much, and the Flyers continued to 
defend for long moments. Yet they extended their lead to two when Zack 
MacEwen found the back of the net with his wrist shot. 

It wasn’t until the second period that the Flyers took control of the game. 
And when they did, they held it for so long they seemed to have an extra 
man. Somehow, they never converted the control to goals, and the 
energy dimmed following a scary moment as Predators defenseman 
Mark Borowiecki was stretchered off the ice. 

The game’s energy slowly returned, but the Flyers didn’t score again until 
the third period. Once again, they were dealing with a series of long 
defensive shifts when Hayes passed the puck up the ice in transition to 
Joel Farabee, who easily scored. 

The game’s momentum evened from there, but the Predators pulled their 
goalie in the final three minutes and went on a power play for a 6-on-4. 
Matt Duchene scored with 2:18 left, ruining Hart’s chance at recording his 
first shutout of the season. 

No getting smashed around 

On his first shift of the game, Nicolas Deslauriers dropped the gloves. 
Typically that’s a move reserved for when the team’s energy starts to lag. 
Only two minutes in, there wasn’t much time for the Flyers to lag. 
Instead, they just didn’t come out with any energy. 

Less than a minute later, the Flyers scored, giving them a lead despite 
their sloppy play. 

“It’s almost as good as me scoring,” Deslauriers said jokingly. “Got lucky 
now and three or four times that happened.” 

Tempers also ran hot from there. While Deslauriers’ fight was more 
calculated, the following scrums and fights were more reactionary. 

A bunch of shoving ensued after Tanner Jeannot ran into Hart. Nick 
Seeler dropped the gloves after Cole Smith kept shoving him. The Flyers 
didn’t sit back and let the Predators shove them around but rather 
showed they’re a tougher team than the one that walked into Bridgestone 
Arena last March. 

Toughness, however, doesn’t just mean the willingness to fight or hit, 
Tortorella has said repeatedly. The Flyers had trouble showing the other 
type of toughness Saturday, losing puck battles and spending too much 
time in their own zone. 

“I thought we had a little bit of a little bit of a gang mentality in the first 
period,” Tortorella said. “As playing, I thought we played better as the 
game went on.” 

A Flyers debut 

As the Predators’ power play ran out, Lukáš Sedlák skated hard toward 
the puck in the neutral zone, his stick jostling and his shoulder bumping 
the Predators, denying one last chance for a shot. 

Besides the fun of reuniting with a former player, Tortorella was really 
looking forward to Sedlák’s help killing penalties. The Flyers came into 
the game with the 14th-worst penalty kill. 

“I can see Sedsy can still skate,” Tortorella said. “He’s going to add to our 
penalty killing.” 

But Tortorella also was hoping to see some of the offense Sedlák had 
developed while playing three seasons in the KHL. Sedlák didn’t get 
much opportunity to display that until the second period. Then, he 
created a dangerous scoring opportunity. While it didn’t go in and 
rebounded toward the Predators, he didn’t give up. Instead, he went 
flying toward the puck and took it back to keep the Flyers in the offensive 
zone. 

Sedlák played 9 minutes, 45 seconds and recorded three shots on goal. 

“Leading the whole game make it easier for me not to be stressing that 
much,” Sedlák said. “Everything except D-zone felt pretty natural to me.” 

After earning his clearance earlier than expected, Farabee took the ice 
with his teammates to open the Flyers season. However, he remained 
quiet in his first game back — and he stayed quiet over the next three. 

The young forward, known for his quickness and scoring ability, made it 
through four games without a single point or assist despite shooting the 
second-most on the team. 

“I was at the point, fifth game of the year, I definitely wanted to bring 
more offense to my game,” Farabee said. 

But he broke through in Game 5. Farabee earned the sole assist on 
Hayes’ goal for his first point of the season. He then doubled his season 
total with a secondary assist on MacEwen’s goal. 

Farabee didn’t stop at two. He then added a goal as well, and it was 
scored in classic Farabee fashion with him beating the defenseman with 
speed and the goalie with his shot. 

He’s still not playing great, both he and his coach agreed, but it’s a step 
in the right direction. 
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Flyers coach John Tortorella finds plenty for his team to work on 
following film study 

 

Giana Han 

 

The Flyers have “no chance” if they don’t defend properly, Flyers coach 
John Tortorella said. And after watching game film from Wednesday’s 
loss to the Florida Panthers, Tortorella has come to the conclusion that 
they aren’t. 

“I thought we played better after the game — until I watched the tape,” 
Tortorella said. “We’re not a hard enough team. And we certainly weren’t 
hard enough against Florida the other night.” 
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While there were some positives, there also were many moments 
Tortorella said were “just awful.” The Flyers had way too many turnovers. 
They weren’t shooting when the opportunity presented itself. They played 
lateral rather than playing north. They let teams play out of the corners. 
But the biggest thing was that lack of battle. 

“I don’t think we played very hard, and I think that showed up in video,” 
Justin Braun said. “We need to end plays and play harder, play heavier, 
especially in our zone. And when we get in our zone — don’t just give it 
back to them.” 

There’s no area of the game that the Flyers are ahead on, Tortorella 
said. The brightest spot four games in is the resiliency. In addition to 
trying to continue to teach systems, the new coaching staff is trying to 
break old habits and instill new ones, a process that takes time. In a 
game that moves so quickly, players may understand what they’re 
supposed to do, but their instincts make them do the opposite. 

“I don’t think you find out who you are as a team until you get into late 
November, early December,” Tortorella said. “I don’t want to paint a 
bleak picture.” 

A more efficient kill 

Right now, the power play has been helping the Flyers hang in games. 
Ranked 13th in the league for power play percentage, the man-
advantage unit has had the complete opposite results of the short-
handed unit. 

With a kill percentage of 78.6 percent, the Flyers’ penalty kill is 18th in 
the league. The unit is “disjointed” right now, Tortorella said. 

“One guy goes, and the other guy watches,” Tortorella said. “Penalty 
killing, you need to be moving in unison.” 

The Flyers need to pressure further up the ice, and they really have to 
win the 50-50 battles. Travis Sanheim said there’s also been an 
emphasis on blocking shots, disrupting breakouts, and creating 
confusion. It also would help if they weren’t giving up over three power 
play opportunities a game and spending almost 12 minutes a night in the 
penalty box. 

“It’s something that we’ve talked about, being a little bit more disciplined,” 
Sanheim said. “There’s good penalties to take and ones you can kill off. I 
think it’s the bad ones, the offensive zone stick infractions and ones that 
just aren’t good penalties, they’re a lot tougher to kill.” 
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Flyers release slick white Reverse Retro alternate jersey 

 

by Jordan Hall 

 

The Flyers are going with a fresh white for their new 2022-23 Reverse 
Retro adidas jersey. 

The team released the look of the new sweater Thursday. 

Per the Flyers: 

This season’s Flyers Reverse Retro jersey honors the 1974 and 1975 
Stanley Cup championship teams. The iconic Flyers crest will showcase 
dimensional embroidery treatment raising the outline around the front 
crest featuring a thin black outline surrounding the crest to match the 
original worn only in 1974. The jersey is remixed in an almost all white 
and black color palette, while slight accents of burnt orange pay homage 

to teams from the 1990s. The current NHL shield logo is also remixed in 
vintage orange and black colors. 

The club is even throwing it back with the Cooperalls, which you can see 
Travis Sanheim rock below. Those will be worn only in warmups. 

This new sweater is the Flyers' second Reverse Retro jersey. The first 
was introduced in 2020. 

For fans interested in purchasing the new jersey, there's currently a pre-
sale at the Wells Fargo Center's official shop website. 
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NHL goalie confidence meter 2022-23: Our early-season ratings for all 32 
teams 
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Just two weeks into the 2022-23 NHL season, goaltending fires are 
already blazing in high-expectation markets. 

In Toronto, Matt Murray’s injury has thrust Ilya Samsonov into a bigger 
role than the Maple Leafs imagined. In Colorado, the reigning champion 
Avalanche are adjusting to a new, unproven No. 1 in Alexandar 
Georgiev, with mixed results. In Minnesota, Marc-Andre Fleury set off 
alarm bells early as the Wild gave up 20 goals over their first three 
games, the most in the NHL in 33 years. 

Which teams are panicking? Which are feeling like they have the 
advantage in net? And which are still trying to figure out what they have? 

The Athletic asked its writers for a way-too-early confidence reading on 
each team’s goaltending. Here’s what they said, on a scale from 5 
(Vezina caliber) to 1 (AHL quality). 

Anaheim Ducks 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The early numbers for John Gibson and Anthony Stolarz aren’t eye-
popping this season, but it’s been more a function of Anaheim’s 
decidedly leaky play in front of them than a function of bad goaltending. 
The Ducks took a step forward Thursday in holding Boston to one goal 
over 65 minutes, with Gibson stopping 35 of 36 shots. Improvement from 
forwards and defensemen in the Anaheim zone should result in better 
numbers for Gibson and Stolarz. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Rating: 2 – It can be a bit sieve-like 

Most nights, for the Coyotes to have any chance to win, they need their 
goaltender to be their best player, because they don’t have any elite 
offensive or defensive difference-makers to fall back on. Karel Vejmelka 
gave them the boost they needed on occasion last year and is capable of 
doing it again this year. He is used to seeing a high shot volume and 
endless Grade A chances. Back-up Connor Ingram is still an unknown 
quantity; he was just so-so in his debut. — Eric Duhatschek 
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Boston Bruins 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Is there a 3.5 category? Linus Ullmark has been very good after three 
starts. He’s at a .938 all-situations save percentage and 2.0 goals saved 
above expected, per Moneypuck. He’s been far sharper at the start of 
this season than 2021-22, when he was transitioning from Buffalo. 
Conversely, Jeremy Swayman (.816 save percentage, 3.6 goals fewer 
saved than expected) has work to do. He’s been leaky over two starts. 
He didn’t have a sharp preseason either. — Fluto Shinzawa 

I believe Linus Ullmark is the clear No. 1 goalie. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Goaltending has been a big reason for the Sabres’ early success. Craig 
Anderson was solid in Game 1 and helped steal a win against the 
Senators. And Eric Comrie has since had back-to-back 40-save efforts in 
wins over Edmonton and Calgary. Buffalo has a five-on-five save 
percentage of .950, which is right near the top of the league. Goaltending 
has been a strength. — Matthew Fairburn 

After stopping 46 shots last night, Eric Comrie is among the first players 
on the ice for Sabres practice this morning in Edmonton. 

“They could probably use him in those energizer bunny commercials,” 
goalie coach Mike Bales said. 

Calgary Flames 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

This is a tough one, because we’re talking about a goalie in Jacob 
Markstrom who finished second in Vezina voting last year, but two weeks 
into this season, he hasn’t looked all that sharp. The Flames have yet to 
see him at his best as he has battled through an illness in the first week 
of the season and then let in three goals on 12 shots against Buffalo on 
Thursday before being pulled for Dan Vladar. Through three starts, 
Markstrom has allowed 8 goals against and has allowed nearly two goals 
(1.71) more than expected. He has a minus-2.33 goals-saved-above-
average rate. It’s not great and certainly not what we are used to. 
Meanwhile, Vladar has a win over the rival Oilers and supposedly will be 
used once a week to ensure he stays fresh. In a show of faith, the team 
even gave him with a two-year contract extension, through 2025. The 
Flames are still 3-1-0 to start the season, and Markstrom has enough of 
a track record for us to assume he will be OK. For the record: His first 
two games last season were pretty meh, as well, and then he fired off 
four shutouts over his next seven starts. For now, I guess we have to go 
with No. 3. But check back in a few weeks! — Hailey Salvian and Julian 
McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

The Hurricanes only allowed one goal in each of their first three games, 
getting solid performances in net from both Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta. Thursday’s game in Edmonton showed a bit more vulnerability 
— Andersen had a turnover that led to an open-net goal and failed to 
make stops in a couple of key moments in a 6-4 loss. Still, Andersen has 
been reliable and unflappable since coming to Carolina, and Raanta has 
to be considered one of hockey’s top No. 2 goalies. Concerns about 
durability lurk in the background, but the team also has a top-flight 
prospect in Pyotr Kochetkov. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Given their recent injury/health history, the Blackhawks’ goaltending duo 
of Petr Mrazek and Alex Stalock came into this season with plenty of 
questions surrounding them. Mrazek leaving Friday’s win over the Red 
Wings with an injury might have renewed those fears, but in terms of play 

on the ice, so far this duo has answered any questions pretty confidently. 
Through three games, Mrazek and Stalock were both among the top 20 
goalies in the league in goals saved above average, and Stalock stopped 
10 of 10 shots he faced in relief of Mrazek against Detroit. We’ll see how 
that unfolds over time, but it’s a solid start. — Scott Powers 

Our weekly Blackhawks Monday report is going to include a little bit of 
everything. @MarkLazerus was at the helm this week and wrote about 
whether the Hawks may be too good to tank, prospect updates, an 
interesting story about Kimmo Timonen and more 
https://t.co/Ecl5EKJgg4 

— Scott Powers (@ByScottPowers) October 17, 2022 

Colorado Avalanche 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Alexandar Georgiev has been better than his .893 save percentage 
suggests — the Avalanche’s struggling penalty kill has done him no 
favors — but he’s still unproven as a starter. Pavel Francouz has shown 
himself to be a reliable No. 2 and is coming off a season in which he won 
six playoff games, including all four in the Western Conference final. — 
Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The season got off to a rough start. No. 1 Elvis Merzlikins caught the flu 
the week of the opener, and with backup Joonas Korpisalo still 
recovering from hip surgery last spring, the job fell to Daniil Tarasov. 
Tarasov was more than adequate in two starts, and Merzlikins has been 
mostly fine since he returned to live action. They have not stolen any 
wins, but they haven’t been to blame for any losses, either. This is not an 
easy club to play goal for, but the netminding is way down on the list of 
concerns at the start of the season. — Aaron Portzline 

The Blue Jackets have struggled out of the gate, and are caught between 
desperation for a win and relaxing despite a tough start to the season. 

Dallas Stars 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

So far this season, among goaltenders who have started at least two 
games, Jake Oettinger ranks first in the NHL in save percentage (.966) 
and first in goals-against average (1.00). The next best figures in those 
categories are from Tristan Jarry at .952 and 1.67, respectively. While 
those numbers are likely unsustainable, Oettinger’s play has picked up 
right where it left off in the team’s playoff series against the Flames. 
Based on the first two weeks of the season, the Stars don’t have 
anything to worry about in net. Additionally, backup goaltender Scott 
Wedgewood started his first game of the season Thursday and stopped 
40 of 43 shots in Toronto. — Saad Yousuf 

His trainer calls him "the perfect client." 

His coach calls him "a coach’s dream." 

I traveled to Minnesota in August to spend a day with Jake Oettinger to 
see how he's preparing for this upcoming season. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

They started great, with Ville Husso and Alex Nedeljkovic turning in big 
performances in the opening weekend, including a shutout for Husso. But 
recent overtime losses to Los Angeles and Chicago showed reason to 
pump the breaks. The fact that they now have two talented young 
netminders is reason for optimism that Red Wings should be improved in 
goal, but as the season’s first week showed, consistency will make or 
break them. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 
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Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Jack Campbell‘s performance to start the season has been uneven. The 
bad: being pulled after allowing four goals on 11 shots — with little help 
in front of him — in the first act of the Battle of Alberta. The good: making 
timely stops in wins over the Canucks and Hurricanes. There’s nothing to 
worry about just yet, but more is expected of him. He expects more of 
himself, too. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

“When a group of players want to play for their goalie, I think that’s a little 
bit of a competitive advantage rather than having to play with somebody. 
The way Jack is as a person, inspires people to play for him.” 

Florida Panthers 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Florida is basically in the middle of the team save percentage table 
(.905), and that’s thanks mainly to one start by Spencer Knight, a 24-of-
27 performance against Buffalo that the Panthers won. Starter Sergei 
Bobrovsky has been fine (.916 save percentage, 13th in the NHL with 
2.43 goals saved above expected) without any meltdowns thus far, but 
it’s tough to give the pairing anything better than a satisfactory grade thus 
far. If this is the caliber of goaltending we see league-wide all season, 
though, we’ll have to adjust upward. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The rating comes with a bit of a qualifier as Jonathan Quick is keeping it 
from falling lower. Quick hasn’t been lights out by any means, but he 
hasn’t cost them games, and Cal Petersen’s struggles in the exhibitions 
and his first three starts are causing some pause. Kings coach Todd 
McLellan pointed him out Thursday night after three goals on nine shots 
against Pittsburgh got him an early hook. L.A.’s team play can be tighter, 
but Petersen needs to right the ship, especially if Quick can’t mimic his 
resurgent 2021-22 season. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Rating: 2 – It can be a bit sieve-like 

The Wild had major goaltending issues in their first three games. Marc-
Andre Fleury gave up seven in the opener, was pulled in the second 
game, and Filip Gustavsson struggled in Minnesota’s third game, 
including muffing a dump-in. The encouraging news is how good Fleury 
looked in Thursday’s overtime win. “Fantastic,” coach Dean Evason said. 
But goaltending will be something to watch with Wild as season goes. It 
could derail a season with high expectations. — Joe Smith 

Wild fall to Avalanche, remaining winless and perhaps in a goaltending 
crisis 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

The overall defensive results have been better than expected out of the 
gate, and No. 1 goalie Jake Allen has had a say in this. Allen might not 
steal games, but he consistently keeps the Canadiens in the fight, and 
the new two-year deal he signed during camp reflects the high level of 
confidence the organization has in him. Backup Sam Montembeault 
tends to give up bad goals every now and then, and a more competitive 
team would probably look for an upgrade, but the outlook this season in 
Montreal gives him a much longer leash. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Giving up 17 goals in regulation in a four-game stretch, the last two of 
them losses requiring blown two-goal leads in the third period, is anything 
but solid. But this team has defensive-zone-coverage/costly-giveaway 
issues. The goaltenders have had little to no chance on most of those 
goals. Juuse Saros will be one of the best in the league (if he gets any 
help), and backup Kevin Lankinen has been a pleasant surprise so far. 
— Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Rating: 2 – It can be a bit sieve-like 

The Devils have gotten two legitimately good periods of goaltending this 
season. That’s about it. The reason New Jersey was so successful in its 
fourth game of the season was that they kept the goalie (Mackenzie 
Blackwood) as protected as possible with speed and skill in front of the 
blue paint. As impressive as that performance was, it’s not exactly the 
most sustainable. The team in front of the net has the chops, in theory; 
now they just need Blackwood and/or Vitek Vanecek to do their part with 
average goaltending. — Shayna Goldman 

The goalie carousel was spinning in overdrive this summer. 

New York Islanders 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

Despite losing two of his first three games, Ilya Sorokin looks primed to 
make a run at the Vezina, picking up where he left off last season when 
he emerged as one of the best in the league. Backup Semyon Varlamov 
remains a solid No. 2, and he got his feet wet with a win over the Ducks 
in his one and only start. The Islanders will need both of them, 
particularly over the next few weeks as the skaters acclimatize 
themselves to coach Lane Lambert’s systemic tweaks. — Kevin Kurz 

Islanders observations: Uneven homestand features good goaltending, 
ugly hockey 

New York Rangers 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

Well … they do have the reigning Vezina winner. Igor Shesterkin hasn’t 
put up award-winning numbers yet, but the Rangers are scoring enough 
that they don’t yet need him to be Superman in net. And he’s still saving 
a goal above expectation on high-danger chances against, so he may be 
just dry-cleaning the cape for now. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

With Cam Talbot sidelined this month, Anton Forsberg has delivered 
stable and consistent goaltending for the Senators. His save percentage 
(.903) and goals-against average (3.03) might not be impressive, but 
those numbers are reflective of a wild 7-5 game that Ottawa managed to 
win. If he can keep delivering this same level of goaltending until Talbot 
returns, the team should be in great shape to finally have that desired 1-2 
punch in the crease. — Ian Mendes 

Some initial thoughts and analysis from me on Cam Talbot’s injury — 
and what it means for Ottawa’s goaltending situation to start the season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Carter Hart’s leaguewide reputation has dipped a bit in recent years, but I 
don’t think that’s fair. He openly struggled with the mental challenges of 
the pandemic in 2020-21, and his metrics were quite strong in 2021-22 
— while backstopping an awful club — until his last few starts, when he 
was playing through injury. In other words, he’s still a perfectly solid, true-
talent goalie. And so far this season, he’s been even better than that, 
holding a .943 save percentage through his first three starts and standing 
as the biggest reason for the Flyers’ strong 3-1-0 record. Is Hart going to 
remain this good? Almost certainly not, though if he does, the Flyers will 
likely make an improbable push toward a playoff spot. Teams with 
goalies that stop 94 percent of the shots don’t lose too often. At the very 
least, though, Hart is sending a reminder to the NHL that he remains a 
quality netminder — and one of the Flyers’ few legitimate roster 
strengths. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 
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Tristan Jarry has the physical ability to be one of hockey’s best 
goaltenders and appears to be on the verge of entering the top tier, off to 
his best start to a season and showing signs of maturing into a gem. He 
has allowed only five goals in three games and stopped 39 of 40 shots 
against the Kings on Thursday. Casey DeSmith, incidentally, was also 
stellar in his only performance and is generally a notch or two above 
dependable. The issue for both is how healthy they can stay, but when 
they’re available — as they have been so far — they seem to be finding a 
higher level than in previous seasons. — Josh Yohe and Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Seattle Kraken 

Rating: 1 – AHL quality 

There wasn’t a ton of confidence in Philipp Grubauer coming into the 
season after last year’s disaster, but he did have a chance to prove that 
2021-22 was an outlier after having put up Vezina-like numbers in 
Colorado. The fact that Seattle now has some scoring support was 
working in his favor, too. But an .860 save percentage so far isn’t 
inspiring confidence in a comeback, and an injury sustained last night in 
Colorado puts his season on hold. There’s no update on his status so far. 
That leaves the net to Martin Jones, which drops the confidence meter 
even lower. Joey Daccord, however, could bring some intrigue if 
promoted. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

The Blues haven’t played many games — Saturday’s matinee in 
Edmonton will be just their third of the season — but No. 1 netminder 
Jordan Binnington has been electric early. The big question coming into 
the season was whether he could pick up where he left off in the 2022 
playoffs, and he has. The Blues were hoping for this to be the case, 
considering he has five years left on his six-year, $36 million deal. New 
backup Thomas Greiss has yet to appear in a game, but that’s good 
news because it means Binnington is playing well. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Rating: 5 – Vezina caliber 

If there’s one team that shouldn’t worry about its goaltending, it’s the 
Lightning. Andrei Vasilevskiy is arguably the best in the world, and Brian 
Elliott has played well as a backup in 2021. Vasilevskiy helped end 
Tampa Bay’s skid Friday by stopping 36 of 38 shots in an overtime win 
over Florida. He’s a big reason the Lightning should still be Cup 
contenders even with key offseason departures. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Ilya Samsonov has been steady so far. He’s won his first three starts with 
the Maple Leafs and has, for the time being anyway, quieted some of the 
serious concern that arose when Matt Murray suffered an injury days 
after his first start with the team. It’s still too early to make much of 
anything, though, when it comes to the Leafs’ goaltending. Samsonov 
has yet to prove he can be a reliable No. 1 (or even 1B) in the NHL, and 
Murray won’t be back for a while. Can Samsonov keep this up for 
another month? Can he keep it up all season? Can Murray get healthy? 
Can he stay healthy? Can Murray perform adequately? The question 
marks in goal will undoubtedly linger all season. — Jonas Siegel 

Return of the Monday Morning Leafs Report: 

•Nick Robertson and the chance he earned 

•Early line combo reviews: What’s worked so far? What hasn’t? 

•Leafs’ hit parade 

Vancouver Canucks 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Thatcher Demko is not the reason the Canucks are losing, but he also 
isn’t playing up to our sky-high expectations of him, posting an .861 save 
percentage with an 0-3-1 record. Demko was the Canucks’ best player 
last season, though, so the confidence level in him should remain high. 
Even if he regresses somewhat, he’s likely to have an extended stretch 
carrying this team and is, without question, one of its unqualified 
strengths. The bigger problem for the Canucks is that they just don’t have 
enough answers for those blips when Demko isn’t performing. Spencer 
Martin’s a bit of a wild card since he hasn’t been an NHL backup before, 
but he’s looked decent whenever he’s gotten into games. — Thomas 
Drance and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Goaltending was the Golden Knights’ biggest question mark entering the 
season, with the team leaning on the inexperienced duo of Logan 
Thompson and Adin Hill, but to this point, it has been a pleasant surprise. 
Both have done what they’ve been asked, giving Vegas a chance to win 
every night, and Thompson has exceeded expectations with some 
sensational saves. It’s still really early, so I’m not ready to crown them 
“Vezina caliber,” but I think “rock solid” has been a perfect descriptor for 
Thompson and Hill. There’s plenty of optimism around the Golden 
Knights’ goalies, especially with Thompson’s impressive start. — Jesse 
Granger 

4 years ago Logan Thompson was in college in Canada, playing video 
games & pondering a job at Uber Eats, but his rear-wheel Infiniti G35 
couldn’t make it on the icy roads. 

Washington Capitals 

Rating: 4 – Rock solid 

Darcy Kuemper’s numbers (2-2-0, .902 save percentage, 3.04 goals-
against average) don’t look so hot after his first four starts in D.C. In his 
case, though, stats don’t tell the entire story. Washington’s big free-agent 
signing has been the victim of a couple of weird bounces, and it should 
also be noted that the defensive pairs recently received a rare shakeup in 
an effort to generate a “spark.” New backup Charlie Lindgren (0-1-0, 
.923, 3.18), meanwhile, was good in his first start, a 3-2 loss to former 
Caps netminder Ilya Samsonov in Toronto. Bottom line: It’s super early 
and Kuemper has a long track record of excellence. No need to be too 
concerned — yet. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Rating: 3 – Not great, but not killing them 

Connor Hellebuyck is off to an excellent start and David Rittich isn’t. 
That’s the story in Winnipeg. Three games, two wins, a .922 save 
percentage, and a strong showing in Evolving-Hockey’s goals-saved-
above-expected metric are numbers reminiscent of Hellebuyck’s 58-
game, Vezina Trophy-winning performance in 2019-20. Limiting 
Hellebuyck to 58 games this season would take more confidence in 
Rittich, who gave up four goals in the first period against Vegas on 
Thursday. That said, the video of those goals against — other than his 
awful giveaway to Jack Eichel — is kinder to Rittich than to his team. 
Don’t count on him but don’t count him out yet, either. — Murat Ates 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Totally embarrassing’: Canucks reach desperate lows as 
jerseys hit ice in home opener 
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Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

October 23, 2022, 3:08 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — The Vancouver Canucks have never had a home-
opener like this one. Has anybody? 

In their first game in front of their paying fans, 11 days into a season in 
which everyone in the organization believes the National Hockey League 
playoffs are the baseline goal, the Canucks lost 5-1 Saturday to the 
Buffalo Sabres and were booed off the ice at Rogers Arena. 

Three times late in a listless third period, when the Canucks barely 
competed despite trailing only 2-1 when it began, Vancouver jerseys had 
to be scraped off the ice after being discarded like trash by fans who 
have seen too many losses over too many seasons. 

After a winless five-game road trip to start the year, the Canucks are 0-4-
2. They have 40 home games remaining. Forty! 

A jersey on the ice was the symbolic last straw for the Jim Benning-
Travis Green era last season. Both were fired on Dec. 5, the evening 
after the Canucks came home from a long road trip and were beaten 4-1 
by the Pittsburgh Penguins on a Hockey-Night-in-Canada Saturday night. 

The new regime, headed by president Jim Rutherford and general 
manager Patrik Allvin, can’t possibly wait until December if this 
continues. 

Rutherford told Sportsnet this week that it “would not be fair” to judge the 
Canucks based on a five-game road trip. But after Game 6, on HNIC’s 
After Hours segment, Rutherford offered a stinging assessment. 

“We may very well be in a rebuild in the direction we’re going,” 
Rutherford told host Scott Oake. 

A few minutes later, the president of hockey operations said: “I’m the 
same as the fans and everybody: it’s getting frustrating, it’s hard to 
watch. We’ll just have to be careful as to what our decisions are. I don’t 
think we can make panic decisions at this point in time.” 

Well, then maybe Monday after the Carolina Hurricanes, who are better 
than any of the six teams that have beaten the Canucks so far, visit 
Rogers Arena. 

Bruce Boudreau, the coach who preceded Rutherford to the Canucks last 
winter and was denied a contract extension last spring, is talking like 
someone who has nothing to lose. 

“I don't get how a team that hasn't won a game — and you have a really 
good second period — aren't excited about coming out in the third and 
doing the same thing as you did in the second,” Boudreau said of his 
players’ feeble final period when the Sabres scored three times. “It just 
looked like there was very little effort. I'm seeing it, you're seeing it. 

“The whole thing that concerned me was the effort level, and that's what I 
was talking about. I mean, it wasn't good enough.” 

The Canucks finished last season 32-15-10 under Boudreau. Fans 
chanting “Bruce, there it is! Bruce, there it is!” became a theme song for 
the team’s revival. 

But in the first home game that counted since then, some fans began 
booing early in the third period after the Canucks, who had just benefitted 
from an apparent Buffalo goal being overturned on video review, 
promptly gave up a two-on-one that Sabre Victor Olofsson buried to 
make it 3-1 at 1:54. 

There were further boos on several shifts when the Sabres controlled the 
puck for long stretches, and when Zemgus Girgensons scored into an 
empty net at 16:31, and then when Olofsson scored again at 17:21 after 
the Canucks looked like they’d stopped playing. 

And then there were the blue-and-green jerseys — flags of the 
organization — thrown over the glass by fans. 

“That's the first time I've ever been involved with that,” Boudreau said. 
“And obviously, I hope the players feel the same way I feel about it: it's 
just totally embarrassing. It's something you never want to see. I've seen 
it happen in other arenas and everything, but I never thought it would 
happen here or on a team that I'm coaching. But if I was the fans, I would 
have been frustrated, too, because they're watching what we're 
watching.” 

And what did the coach tell his players after this opening-night 
catastrophe? 

“I told them to look in a mirror,” Boudreau said. “Usually if we're not 
successful in the game, I don't come in (to the dressing room). But I went 
in today and said that it's totally unacceptable as a professional athlete. 
‘Instead of looking at the other guy, look at yourself.’ I said I'm looking at 
myself.” 

Canuck winger Conor Garland, who scored his team’s only goal when 
the second-unit power play cut a 2-0 deficit in half in the middle period, 
said it was “humiliating” to hear the boos and see jerseys tossed on the 
ice. 

“It's embarrassing,” he said of the team’s performance. “Just not nearly 
good enough again. It sucks. Just not good enough.” 

Second-year winger Vasily Podkolzin said: “That's hard to see, you 
know? We'll see. Let's go to sleep, and tomorrow morning I hope things 
feel better. Just keep working. But right now, I feel terrible about this 
situation. I think it's just process, part of the season, I hope so. But I can't 
believe it, honestly. It's a terrible feeling.” 

There are 76 games remaining. 

But probably not for everyone. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wayne Simmonds brings 'hatred' and 'love' to raucous 
Maple Leafs return 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 23, 2022, 12:23 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — A disheartening thought crossed Wayne Simmonds’ mind 
during these protracted weeks of uncertainty: I may never pull on a 
Toronto Maple Leafs sweater again. 

The “ultimate warrior” (as Auston Matthews calls him) battled his rear end 
off in training camp, scrapping and open-ice hitting in a hey-look-at-me 
preseason. But Simmonds knew the writing was on the wall. 

At 34, he wasn’t making the cut. 

Simmonds cleared waivers, and the Leafs brass circulated an email 
around the league offering the proud scrapper from Scarborough up for 
trade. 

As he teetered in the unknown — the unwanted? — Simmonds kept 
punching the clock, skating solo and training regularly in Toronto’s 
practice facility. Trying to stay in game shape. Trying to keep his head 
high as the club opted for bottom-six bodies advertised as faster and 
fresher. 

He leaned on the laughter of his teammates and a strong system of 
support from his family and friends during a stressful October. Yet still, it 
was only natural to wonder if he was losing his fight to stay a Leaf. 
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“You know, it always runs through your mind. But I think for me, I know I 
still have some juice left in the tank, and I know I can still play. Toronto is 
where I want to be,” said Simmonds, following Saturday’s long-await 
season debut, a 4-1 victory over the Winnipeg Jets. 

“The last two, three weeks have been a long, long haul for me. But I think 
it's just staying patient, willing to do whatever it takes to help the guys 
out. And I’m here for the boys, and I'll always be here for these guys. I 
love these guys. 

“From Day One, I was accepted immediately. And when that happens 
and you have such great group camaraderie, for me, late in my career, 
it's something that you cherish — and you don't take for granted. And 
because of that, I would do anything for these guys.” 

As raw and heartfelt as Simmonds’ words ring, the power forward’s 
actions spoke louder. 

Rolling into a rivalry rejuvenated alongside fellow called-up bash brother 
Kyle Clifford, the old guys made a stronger fourth-line impact in one 
game than their replacements had made in the previous five. 

Centred by David Kämpf, whom Simmonds’ affectionately dubs “Mr. 
Reliable,” the Leafs’ bottom unit posted the best 5-on-5 possession 
metrics of all Toronto’s lines, outshooting the competition 5-1 and linking 
up for Kämpf’s winning goal, thanks to this blind, between-the-wickets 
setup by Simmonds: 

Captain John Tavares, who sniped a pair himself, says he can’t even 
imagine what it must be like mentally for Simmonds and Clifford, long-
serving regulars, to be clawing for any ice time they can get. 

“I know it can't be easy, especially the type of people they are, the 
character,” Tavares says. “Knowing the work and commitment that they 
put into this team and how much they care, working in the offseason and 
coming into camp in great shape and having solid camps. 

“It's the nature of the game, obviously, and it can be difficult at times, 
especially with the business side of it. But they've stuck with it.” 

Keefe says, selfishly, his fingers were crossed that both Simmonds and 
Clifford would slip through waivers because they give the Maple Leafs 
the ability to change the look of their lineup. 

Read: Added toughness. 

It’s an ingredient treasured in these nasty Manitoba tilts. 

“How those guys came in and played tonight is a real testament to who 
they are. I mean, they come in, they just work,” Morgan Rielly said. 

“I don't even know if they knew if they were going to be in the lineup or 
not until this morning. So to come in and play the way they did and to be 
talking in between periods and bringing that energy to the bench, it 
speaks volumes about those two individuals.” 

Saturday was a Wayne Simmonds kinda night. 

Mitch Marner had his face uglied when Dylan DeMelo mashed him into 
the corner. Morgan Rielly instigated a fight with Josh Morrissey after the 
latter laid a hard hit on young Nick Robertson. And Pierre-Luc Dubois 
went after Rasmus Sandin for another aggressive check near the boards. 

“The boys stood up for one another,” said Simmonds, savouring the 
chaos, soaking in his comeback. 

“There is, dare I say, hatred between the two teams, and they’re just 
really fun games to play. And that's kind of the way you want it.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Keep an eye on Auston Matthews’ back, which appears to still be 
aching from Jamie Benn’s cross-check on Thursday. 

The Leafs star was getting some attention from trainer Paul Ayotte in-
game on the bench. He only hit the net on four of his 13 shot attempts 

and fumbled a couple more prime chances off his stick. Very 
uncharacteristic. 

“When he comes back to the bench, he doesn’t say anything about it,” 
Keefe says. “He’s just playing hockey.” 

Matthews needed a maintenance day Friday, and the team will continue 
to monitor. 

• Nick Robertson says his phone erupted with messages following 
Thursday night’s star turn. 

“One of the highlights if not the best moment of my career,” the winger 
says. 

“I'm pretty sore still from the game. And I know this is kinda the first 
experience I'm going to have going on a road trip and playing a lot. 
These are big games for us, and I want to be consistent and impactful.” 

• A wake-up call for healthy scratch Pierre Engvall. Through five games, 
he’s averaging just 11:44, has yet to register a point and is a minus-2. He 
was late to camp dealing with a foot/ankle injury. 

“I want him to clear his head,” Keefe says. “I know he has more ability to 
impact our lineup positively. He had a good [15-goal, 35-point] season 
last year, and we're looking for him to build on that. 

“It hasn't gone the way he or I would've liked to start the season. He's an 
important guy, and we need to get him going." 

• Ilya Samsonov shut the door once again, improving to 4-0-0 with a 
sparkling .938 save percentage as a Maple Leaf. 

What did he appreciate most about Saturday’s win? 

“Win,” he smiles. “Easy choice.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Markstrom bounces back with confidence-building 
triumph vs. Hurricanes 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

October 23, 2022, 2:40 AM 

 

CALGARY – As good as the Calgary Flames have been to open their 
season, all the talk in town over the last couple of days has revolved 
around the play of Jacob Markstrom. 

Shaky, they say, despite the fact he has yet to lose a single game. 

Such are the expectations that will provide the backdrop to everything his 
Flames do – or don’t do – this season. 

And while the standard has clearly been set sky high for the Vezina 
runner-up, the towering netminder punctuated his best outing of the 
season Saturday with an admission he too believes there’s plenty of 
room for improvement. 

“I don’t know,” he smiled when asked if he felt he really settled into a 
groove after allowing two first period goals in a 3-2 overtime win over 
Carolina. 

“It was nice to play in the third.” 

It was a self-effacing poke at the fact he never made it that far in his 
previous outing against Buffalo after allowing three in the first and getting 
pulled.  
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“Until today I don’t think I really have been where I have to be.  

“I’m still not there yet, but right now it’s getting closer and I can feel it, 
and everyone else can see it as well. 

“Just on the right path. Gotta keep grinding and putting in the work.” 

For all those wondering if perhaps the backbone of the club has been a 
problem for the Flames, his record is now 3-0-0. 

His “struggles” have been relative, as he’s posted a 2.93 GAA and .882 
save percentage, admittedly well below his career standards. 

The low point being a routine glove save he bounced into the net to open 
an eventual win against Vegas. 

Fact is, other than the mercy hook he received against Buffalo following 
three brilliant Sabres finishes, the 32-year-old has managed to stand in 
and battle back in all his other uncharacteristically slow starts. 

Saturday’s confidence-building triumph was no different. 

With his club outplayed so dramatically in the first and third periods that 
the Canes finished the evening with 12 high-danger scoring chances to 
Calgary’s one while 5-on-5, there was Markstrom with 12 saves in the 
third period of a 2-2 game.  

A pair of those came during a late Blake Coleman double minor that saw 
Markstrom fight through traffic to make two tough stops while his team 
was under siege by a talented ’Canes crew. 

The evening culminated with Tyler Toffoli converting a Rasmus 
Andersson pass in the slot late in overtime to bump the Flames' record to 
4-1. 

“He saved my ass, so pretty good,” said Toffoli when asked to rate his 
goalie’s play. 

It was a reference to Toffoli’s blown coverage with 13 minutes left, when 
Sebastian Aho made a backdoor pass to Jaccob Slavin, forcing 
Markstrom to make his best of 25 saves. 

“He was really good all night,” said Andersson, who has two assists in 27 
minutes of work.  

“He’s a world-class goalie, and he’s a top two or three goalie in the 
league. He proves that night in and night out.” 

Sure did on Saturday, when the game was on the line. 

“Once again, not a good start for me,” said Markstrom, always his own 
harshest critic, who saw Nazem Kadri extend his point streak to five with 
a power play goal 13 minutes into the first period that helped turn the 
game around. 

“The team did a great job with Naz scoring in the first and (Brett) Ritchie 
in the second to get us back in the game. 

“It was big. You don’t want to lose two in a row and turn into a .500 club.” 

Markstrom’s frustration showed with eight seconds left in the second 
period when Derek Stepan appeared to put the Canes up 3-2, prompting 
the typically mild-mannered netminder to angrily swat the puck down the 
ice afterwards. 

However, the goal was challenged by the Flames and overturned when it 
was clear Aho entered the zone offside. 

“It’s just nice,” he said of the favourable video review. “Either way, it’s the 
next puck (that matters most). 

“You’ve got to have a short memory when you’re a goalie in any sport.” 

Especially when a fan base is breathing down your neck. 

“Part of the penalty kill is your goaltender, not only on the saves, but it’s 
the direction of play and getting faceoffs is really important,” said Sutter. 
“I think the games are important for him.   

“He needs to get on a roll. He’s got to play games.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs dress 'ultimate warriors' as Winnipeg rivalry is renewed 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Canada Life Centre on 
Saturday.  

Called up from the American Hockey League on Saturday, Kyle Clifford 
will make his season debut with the Leafs in Winnipeg. 

"Obviously, a big job tonight," the gritty winger said. "It's a hard building 
to play in and we're ready for it."  

Clifford suited up in both games against the Jets last year. So did Wayne 
Simmonds, who will also draw in.  

"Those two guys are ultimate teammates, ultimate warriors," said centre 
Auston Matthews. "Two guys that play physical. They always have your 
back out there. They bring a lot of energy and intensity to our team. I 
definitely don't think it's a negative thing to have guys like that in your 
lineup." 

Clifford last suited up for the Leafs in Game 1 of May's playoff series 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Simmonds last played in Game 2 of 
that series.  

"Gives us a different look on the fourth line," explained coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "I just think it's good timing for it. Both guys bring us lots of energy 
on the ice and on the bench and I think coming into this road trip we 
could use that ... This is something that I had thought we would do at 
different times when we feel we could use a little bit of a boost and some 
energy and a little more veteran presence on our team."  

The two games against the Jets last season were physical affairs with 
plenty of penalties. The game in Winnipeg in December saw Pierre-Luc 
Dubois and Matthews get whistled for roughing before a knee-on-knee hit 
by Neil Pionk forced Rasmus Sandin to the injured reserve. Jason 
Spezza retaliated with a hit on Pionk. Both Spezza and Pionk were 
suspended for their actions. Simmonds and Logan Stanley got into it in 
the final minute and received roughing minors. Stanley fired up the crowd 
on the way off.  

Clifford dropped the gloves and fought Brenden Dillon in both games last 
season.  

Simmonds and Adam Lowry were given misconducts in what appeared 
to be a pre-emptive move by the officials at the end of the most recent 
meeting between the teams on March 31.  

"All of us are really happy that he's back in," said winger Michael Bunting 
of Simmonds. "He's impactful. He's in the lineup and the other team 
knows he's in the lineup. Simmer brings it every day and has that 
intensity." 

Leafs Ice Chips: 'Ultimate warriors' in a hard building 

Wayne Simmonds and Kyle Clifford will both be in the lineup for the 
Maple Leafs tonight, as they expect an 'edgy' contest with the Jets. Mark 
Masters has more on the 'different look' and why Sheldon Keefe decided 
now was the right time for it. 

In the dressing room after the Jets win last December Mark Scheifele 
proclaimed, "Is there anything better than beating the Leafs!"  
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What makes this rivalry so edgy?  

"You guys," Lowry said with a laugh referring to the Toronto media. "They 
get a ton of coverage so obviously you want to get up and you want to 
put your best foot forward. There was some chippy-ness last year, but it's 
just the competitiveness of the two teams." 

The Leafs and Jets faced off 10 times in the 2020-21 season when both 
resided in the North Division.  

"Seems like maybe there's some stuff leftover from that Canadian 
division," Keefe said. 

"Maybe some of it stems from the COVID year," Matthews agreed, "and 
seeing each other quite a bit. A lot of their core guys are still in tact and 
likewise on our side too." 

"They're a fast, physical, heavy team and just by that very nature I think 
the games are intense," said defenceman Justin Holl. "They definitely 
have been edgy so it will be more of the same tonight, we expect."  

What makes the Leafs-Jets rivalry so spicy? 

The Maple Leafs and Jets don't play in the same division but both teams 
bring out a different side of one another. So what makes this rivalry so 
spicy? Both teams weighed in ahead of tonight's contest. 

It's been a slow start for Pierre Engvall, who has not produced a point 
and played just 8:31 on Thursday. Keefe believes an offseason ankle 
injury, which forced Engvall to miss the start of camp, really set the 26-
year-old Swede back.  

"He's looked tentative and hesitant to skate," said Keefe. "That's his No. 
1 asset is to move his feet both with the puck and without the puck to get 
involved and he hasn't done that here quite yet." 

Engvall will be a healthy scratch in Winnipeg.  

"A bit of a reset for him tonight," Keefe said. "I spoke with him about that 
yesterday. I want him to clear his head. He's an important player for us. I 
know he has more ability to impact our lineup positively. He had a good 
season last year and we're looking for him to build on that and it hasn't 
gone the way he or I would've have liked to start the season. He's an 
important guy and we need to get him going." 

Engvall produced 15 goals and 35 points in 78 games last season.  

After sitting out Friday's practice, Matthews took part in Saturday's 
optional skate.  

"I feel good," he said after the 15-minute workout. "It was nice to get that 
day yesterday and just kind of rest, recover, get a good skate in this 
morning and be ready for tonight." 

Matthews confirmed that it was a crosscheck from Dallas' Jamie Benn 
that led to the maintenance day.  

"The crosscheck stung a little bit, but just one of those things," he said 
with a smile. "Nothing serious, obviously, but kind of stung for about 24 
hours, but feels fine now." 

The Benn crosscheck didn't lead to a penalty, but Matthews did draw two 
in the game and has already drawn six this season, which is tied for 
second in the league. Last season, he only elicited 14 whistles.  

"Naturally, it should give him a little more space over time," Keefe said. "If 
he's going to start getting those calls then the opponent is going to have 
to be a little more conscious." 

"Just trying to move my feet when I have the puck," Matthews said. "Just 
kind of read off what they're trying to do and try to get body position to 
force them to take a penalty or you have a more clear lane to make a 
play."  

Matthews is prioritizing physical play this season, which could also lead 
to more calls.  

"He's getting in on the forecheck," observed Bunting. "He's using his big 
body and his strength and he's adding that to his game." 

After getting 'stung' by crosscheck, Matthews good to go as Leafs start 
'important trip' 

Auston Matthews admits that the crosscheck from Jamie Benn stung for 
a good 24 hours, but he's good to go after a maintenance day, as the 
Leafs start an important road trip. 

The increase in physical play by Matthews may lead to more scrums and 
shots from guys like Benn.  

"I want to stand up for him no matter what," said Bunting. "If anything 
happens to him, I'm going to be the first one in there and backing up my 
boy." 

But it is a fine line.  

"You also have to be smart with it," Bunting said. "He drew a penalty last 
game [roughing on Jani Hakanpaa] and I did want to retaliate, but I kind 
of held back as much as I could, because we're going on the power play. 
You can't be silly and even that. You got to read the situation." 

Matthews, who stands 6-foot-3, 208 pounds, is also able to absorb a lot 
of abuse and keep on going.   

"He can handle himself pretty well," said Holl. "He's a big guy and he has 
some weight that he can throw around. We're not really worried about 
him being able to handle himself but, at the same time, you want your 
star players to be doing star player things more than having to handle 
that stuff." 

Matthews has scored just one goal through five games.  

"He's really trying to find his game and trying to find his rhythm and [be] 
engaged and involved in a lot of stuff that's happening physically," noted 
Keefe.  

Bunting on Matthews: 'I want to stand up for him no matter what... but got 
to be smart with it' 

Michael Bunting says he's always happy to come to the defence of 
Auston Matthews but also knows there's a time and place for it. Matthews 
also discusses having a few more calls go his way to start the season. 

Whitby, Ont. native Cole Perfetti will face the Leafs for the first time on 
Saturday.  

"It's exciting," the 20-year-old said. "Obviously, growing up watching 
these guys your whole life and now getting the chance to play them, it's 
kind of surreal, special." 

Perfetti cracks a smile.   

"I don't really like them anymore," the Jets forward said. "The heated 
rivalry between Winnipeg and the Leafs, it's going to be fun to play. It's 
going to be a good atmosphere." 

In recent years, Perfetti considered Matthews and Marner his favourite 
players.   

"Now, I can't stand them," he said with a chuckle. "Got to go against 
them. We're competitors. I'm excited to play against them. It's going to be 
pretty cool. Watching them growing up and kind of admiring them and 
now going against them, it's going to be fun." 

Jets' Perfetti pumped for first game against hometown Leafs 

Growing up a Leafs fan, Whitby, Ontario native Cole Perfetti will be 
playing against his hometown team for the first time in his career tonight. 
The 20-year-old forward says it's 'surreal' but he doesn't 'really like them 
anymore.' 
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