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Canucks take losing streak into matchup with the Hurricanes 
By The Associated Press 

Carolina Hurricanes (3-1-0, third in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. Vancouver Canucks (0-3-2, seventh in the Pacific 
Division) 

Vancouver, British Columbia; Monday, 10:30 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Vancouver Canucks look to end a six-
game losing streak when they play the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Vancouver went 40-30-12 overall and 20-14-7 in home 
games a season ago. The Canucks committed 3.4 penalties 

per game and served 8.0 penalty minutes per game last 
season. 

Carolina had a 54-20-8 record overall and a 25-18-4 record 
on the road last season. The Hurricanes had a +77 goal 
differential last season, scoring 277 goals while allowing 200. 

INJURIES: Canucks: Riley Stillman: day to day 
(undisclosed), Travis Dermott: out (concussion), Tucker 
Poolman: day to day (undisclosed). 

Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), Ondrej Kase: out 
(concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Cavan 
Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).

 

 

 

About Last Night: Flamed out 
The Hurricanes dropped their second straight Saturday night, 
falling to Calgary 3-2 in the Saddledome.  

By Alec Sawyer  

A swing through Alberta was none too kind for the Carolina 
Hurricanes, as the Canes followed up a loss to Edmonton 
Thursday with a 3-2 overtime loss in Calgary Saturday night.  

The Canes held a 2-0 lead in the first period thanks to 
Sebastian Aho and Calvin de Haan, but they couldn’t put the 
game to rest as Calgary climbed right back into it to force 
overtime and secure the two points for the home team.  

For the Hurricanes, there was a lot of good and a lot of bad 
in the game. The Canes played really well, for the most part, 
at 5-on-5, but Carolina was 0 for 4 on the power play and 
couldn’t take advantage of those opportunities.  

Here are some thoughts on the loss: 

Power (play) Outage 

The biggest storyline for the game from Carolina was its 
inability to do anything on the power play. The Canes spent 
eight minutes with a man advantage in the game, including a 
four-minute power play in the waning minutes of the third 
period.  

The result: 0 goals.  

The Canes mustered just three shots, four scoring chances 
and just two high-danger chances for on the power play. In 
fact, Calgary outshot the Canes when Carolina had the man 
advantage.  

On the whole, the power play was really, really bad Saturday 
night against Calgary.  

But maybe let’s hold off on some of the panic. While the 
power play hasn’t been great, Carolina is 16th in the NHL 
early on in this season in PP%. The Blue Jackets have yet to 
score on the power play.  

But yes, there does feel like a sense of familiarity forming in 
the first month of the season. The power play unquestionably 
doomed the Canes in the playoffs last year, and it certainly 
would’ve been nice to see it come out of the gate hot this 
year with new faces in the mix.  

Cory Lavalette had a really good Twitter thread last night on 
the power play as a whole, which I’ll share here.  

Is it time to go full-on panic mode about the power play? No. 
Is it fair to be a bit concerned about how it’s starting the 
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season? Yes. Is the power play the reason the Canes lost 
Saturday night? Absolutely.  

Sebastian Aho’s dazzling goal 

Simply put, this is a stupid good goal from Sebastian Aho.  

The speed. The power. The finish. It’s perfect.  

Aho is off to a crazy fast start, overshadowed a bit by the six 
goals of Andrei Svechnikov, but still impactful nonetheless.  

Aho is on a four-game point streak right now with a team-
high (tied with Svechnikov) eight points through five games. 
For Aho, it’s the second-best five-game start of his NHL 
career. He had seven points through five games last year, 
and back in 2018-19 he started the year with 10 points 
through five games thanks to a two-goal, two-assist fifth 
game against the Wild.  

Still, Aho has come out of the gate on absolute fire. Saturday 
night in Calgary, he unleashed a brilliant display of personal 
excellence to get the Canes on the board first. It’s a 
ridiculous goal that superstars score often, and that’s exactly 
what Aho is.  

Other Thoughts 

 Elliotte Friedman is reporting that the Canes are 
shopping Ethan Bear, and they probably should be. 

Calvin de Haan scored Saturday night and has 
played well, and Jalen Chatfield has been really, 
really good so far this season. With Dylan Coghlan 
also in the mix, there just isn’t a spot on this team 
for Bear right now. It’s a shame, but that’s how it 
goes sometimes. Do right by Bear and get him 
somewhere else, and get a little something in 
return. Sometimes things just don’t work out.  

 Stefan Noesen led the Hurricanes with ixGF, and he 
also had a team-high two high-danger chances for 
and two rebounds created. 

 In fact, that entire line was productive Saturday 
night. Noesen, Paul Stastny and Derek Stepan had 
a perfect 100% in CF%, with 12 CF and 0 CA. They 
had the most scoring chances (9) of any Carolina 
line, and they were on the ice for de Haan’s goal 
and did the work to create the chance.  

 Worth noting that the Canes did get a point. The 
result was disappointing based on the game that 
was played, but getting a point in Calgary is a result 
that I don’t think a whole lot of teams will be getting 
this year.  

 

 

 

 

Canes fail to snuff out Flames, lose 3-2 in overtime  

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered their first overtime loss of 
the season in a 3-2 defeat against the Calgary Flames on 
Saturday, Oct. 22. 

Fueled by goals from center Sebastian Aho and defenseman 
Calvin de Haan, the Canes (3-1-1) put on a strong showing 
in the first 11 minutes of the game. However, the Flames (4-
1-0) slowly crept back into the game, cutting the lead to 2-1 
before the first intermission and ultimately taking the win on 
Calgary right wing Tyler Toffoli’s game-winning goal. 

“Still had a pretty good first period,” said defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin. “But then obviously that second period, we were just 
grinding in our end the whole time. We got to be better on 
special teams is what comes down to at the end of the day.” 

That second period saw Calgary turn up the heat on Carolina 
by outshooting the Hurricanes 14-2. The Canes did 
themselves no favors in easing the pressure, going on the 
penalty kill twice in the middle period and rarely escaping 
their defensive zone. Flames right wing Brett Ritchie finally 
knotted things up a 2-2 just 2:31 before Carolina could 
escape to the second intermission. 

The Hurricanes PK performed well enough all things 
considered, only letting up one power play goal on four 
chances, but the same can not be said for Carolina’s power 
play. Before Flames center Nazem Kadri netted the only 
PPG of the evening, the Canes squandered a golden 
opportunity to score when a double minor for slashing sent 
Calgary defenseman Rasmus Andersson to the box for two 
minutes. 

The Canes mustered just two shots across those four 
minutes, struggling to enter the Flames’ zone, much less find 
the net. 

“You got to give them credit,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “They didn't let us get in. It’s not a lack of 
urgency; our guys played hard.” 

The result marks the fourth leg in the Hurricanes’ five-game 
road trip out west. After wins in San Jose and Seattle, the 
fatigue of this lengthy stretch of away games is starting to 
show in a 6-4 defeat in Edmonton and this result in Calgary. 

“It's been a long trip,” Slavin said. “I think that’s the biggest 
takeaway, it's been a long trip. We’ve had good hockey, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2022 

 

we’ve had bad hockey, so we just gotta keep grinding. 
Grinding away, finding our game and finding what makes us 
successful. We know what that is, so it's just [a matter of] 
sticking to it.” 

Carolina will stay in Canada for the last leg of its West Coast 
stint, a game against the Vancouver Canucks. Puck is set to 
drop in Rogers Arena at 10:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-max-pacioretty-cavan-fitzgerald-ryan-suzuki-7062ca9f9e1649e29024e237c88ea66b 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/23/23418939/about-last-night-flamed-out 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-fail-to-snuff-out-flames-lose-3-2-in-overtime/article_b82440aa-52f6-11ed-ac41-

37c7ba59a5ee.html 
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Canucks prospects tracker: McDonough hits 50, Klimovich finds twine 

 

Mike Raptis 

 

It’s the latest edition of the weekly tracker, where we tally up the efforts of 
the Vancouver Canucks’ highest-profile prospects: 

Aidan McDonough 

Stay in school, kids — you just might score 50 goals one day. 

Canucks prospect Aidan McDonough, who passed on a Canucks 
contract this past off-season to play his senior year in college, hit the 
half-century mark for No. 12 Northeastern this past week, as the Huskies 
captain kept pace in the early running for the NCAA scoring race. 

McDonough potted the 50th of his collegiate career in a hard-fought 4-3 
shootout win over rival Boston College on Tuesday, with the 6-foot-
2,201-pound left-shot power forward rifling home a one-timer from his 
customary spot at the right faceoff circle on the power play. 

McDonough finished the game with a goal, three shots on net and a 
minus-1 rating. 

The Massachusetts product, who leads the team in goals (4) and assists 
(4), also notched a helper and had four shots on goal in a tight 3-2 loss to 
No. 19 UMass Lowell on Saturday. 

McDonough had a chance in the last minute to tie the game, but was 
stopped in tight by the River Hawks goaltender. 

To score 50 goals in the NCAA is one thing. To recognize that it’ll take 
more to become an every day NHLer shows why McDonough, a 
business administration major, is a three-time member of the Hockey 
East All-Academic Team. 

“A lot of things went into it. I mean, getting my education, graduating is 
really important to me and my family. And just becoming a better all-
around hockey player. Preparing myself more for pro hockey,” he told the 
media a couple weeks ago. 

“Becoming a better skater, getting stronger. Being more of a 200-foot 
player,” McDonough said. “I think at the next level it’ll be even more 
important for me aside from scoring goals, which I obviously love to do. I 
can help the team doing that, but there are still parts of my game that I 
still think I need a lot of work on.” 

It doesn’t take a business major to crunch the odds of a 195th-overall 
pick making the show. 

Less than half of all draft picks realize their dream of playing in an NHL 
game. That number drops to one-in-four for seventh rounders. 

So for McDonough, bettering himself physically and mentally over one 
more season gives him the best chance at success in hockey, and in 
whatever may follow. 

McDonough, who was one goal shy (25) of being the NCAA’s top scorer 
last season, is two goals behind the current NCAA front-runner. 
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The Canucks prospect has eight points (4G, 4A) and a plus-4 rating in six 
games this season. 

Expectations are high — not only for the Canucks’ new management 
group, but for their prized 2022 draft pick. 

So far this season, those expectations have yet to be met. 

Jonathan Lekkerimaki, the 15th overall selection this past summer, is off 
to a slow start in Sweden’s second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan. 

Through nine games, the talented 18-year-old winger has one goal and 
two assists while playing in a third-line role. 

There’s really not much to dissect here: this is a goal scorer who isn’t 
only not scoring, he isn’t giving himself a chance lately. 

Lekkerimaki did notch an assist in a 4-2 win over IF Björklöven on Friday, 
but like in Wednesday’s 3-1 win over HC Vita Hästen, the Canucks 
prospect did not register a shot on goal. 

In fact, the only goal the 5-foot-11, 172-pound right-shot winger has 
scored this season was on a tap-in on a two-on-one in early October. 

That being said, it’s still early in the season. Lekkerimaki is too pure of a 
shooter to be bogged down by a long goalless streak. This is a player 
who scored seven goals in 26 games as a 17-year-old in the SHL last 
season, employing his heavy, accurate shot to beat Sweden’s best 
netminders. 

The HockeyAllsvenskan is a tough league for a teenager, but it shouldn’t 
be this hard for a player with this much offensive pedigree. 

Vancouver Canucks prospect Joni Jurmo (#7) playing for Jukurit of the 
Finnish Liiga last season. 

Another week, another deployment on the top pairing of the Mikkelin 
Jukurit blue-line. 

Joni Jurmo, the Canucks’ 2020 third-round pick, played both the left and 
the right side of the defence in a pair of Finnish Liiga games this past 
week, to mixed results. 

The fleet-footed 6-foot-4, 198-pound left-shot D-man played the right side 
in a 3-1 win over KalPa on Wednesday and played it well, going a plus-1 
with two shots on goal and a secondary assist in over 20 minutes of ice 
time. The assist came with Jurmo leading a rush up the ice and dishing 
the puck to a teammate to start the scoring sequence. 

Jurmo played the left side in a 4-1 loss at Vaasan Sport on Saturday. 
While he was on the ice during Jukurit’s only goal — a power play marker 
— the Espoo product went a minus-2 overall. On the first goal against, 
Jurmo played his man at the sideboards, who fired a shot towards the 
goal and the rebound was deposited into the net. 

The second goal against came during a scrum in front, with Jurmo and a 
bevy of teammates unable to clear the puck away from danger. 

The Canucks prospect finished the game with three shots on goal and 
played nearly 19 minutes. 

Jurmo has one goal, three assists and a plus-2 rating in 10 games this 
season. 

Elias Pettersson is selected by the Vancouver Canucks during Round 
Three of the 2022 Upper Deck NHL Draft at Bell Centre on July 08, 2022 
in Montreal, Quebec. 

Elias Pettersson 

He’s putting in the work — and getting rewarded for it. 

Elias Pettersson played four games in five nights this past week, splitting 
his hectic schedule for Örebro HK between the junior-level J20 Nationell 
and the top-flight SHL. 

For all the effort, the well-rounded 6-foot-2, 184-pound left-shot 
defenceman notched his first SHL assist in a 4-1 win over Färjestad BK 

on Thursday. The assist was a secondary one, with Pettersson whipping 
a shot towards the goal from the point and a teammate whacking a loose 
puck into the net. 

The 18-year-old typically averages around three minutes a game in the 
SHL this season, but was given regular blue-line duty on Saturday, 
playing for nearly 13 minutes in a 5-2 win over the Malmö Redhawks. 
Pettersson went even in the win with one shot on goal. 

He has now appeared in 13 SHL games (1A, minus-2) and eight games 
in the J20 Nationell (3G, 6A, even). 

Abbotsford Canucks 

If you want to see a resilient hockey team, you might have to drive a little 
further down Highway 1. 

The Abbotsford Canucks opened their season with a four-game road trip 
and the Canucks’ AHL affiliate and came away with two wins, coming 
from behind in both. 

Power play goals, big saves and clutch defensive plays were the keys to 
Friday’s 4-3 victory at the Coachella Valley Firebirds, the Seattle 
Kraken’s farm team. The game was played in the 700-seat Kraken 
Community Iceplex, as the Firebirds’ new arena in the Palm Springs area 
is due to open later this year. 

“Sometimes you gotta win when it doesn’t look perfect, and I think we did 
that,” head coach Jeremy Colliton said after the game. 

Forward Sheldon Dries had a goal and two assists, while former 
Vancouver Giants forward Tristen Nielson was given the game’s first star 
with one goal and one assist. 

Arturs Silovs stopped 23 of 26 shots for the win. 

In Sunday’s rematch against the Firebirds — this time at Climate Pledge 
Arena in Seattle — it was a high-scoring affair, with the game tied 3-3 
after the first period. 

Danila Klimovich (2021, Rd. 2) scored the team’s third goal on the power 
play, carrying the puck into the zone on a two-on-one and picking the far 
side with a laser-like wrist shot. 

Surrey product Michael Regush scored his first professional goal in the 
second period, but the Firebirds tallied three more times in the frame to 
take command of the game. 

The Canucks took 13 shots on net in the third period but couldn’t score, 
en route to a 7-4 loss. 

Klimovich, 19, finished the game with a goal, one shot on net and a 
minus-2 rating. 

Silovs was given his third-straight start but struggled, allowing six goals 
on 27 shots. 

The Canucks’ are in sixth place in the 10-team Pacific Division. 

The home opener is on Friday night at 7 p.m. against the San Diego 
Gulls at the Abbotsford Centre. 

Elsewhere: Diminutive centre Connor Lockhart (2021, Rd. 6) had an 
assist in a 5-2 win for the Peterborough Petes over the Hamilton Bulldogs 
on Saturday, upping his points total to 13 (2G, 11A) in 10 OHL games 
this season. The 19-year-old is second in the league in assists and 11th 
in points. 

Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko picks up a jersey that was thrown onto 
the ice by a fan in the third period during their NHL game against the 
Buffalo Sabres at Rogers Arena Oct. 22, 2022. Buffalo won 5-1. 

The Skate: The Canucks are a tire fire right now 

Vancouver Canucks' Elias Pettersson, of Sweden, lines up for a faceoff 
against the Buffalo Sabres during the third period of Saturday's 5-1 loss 
at Rogers Arena on Saturday. 
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Canucks: Elias Pettersson can be the spark to help ignite turnaround 
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Canucks: Elias Pettersson can be the spark to help ignite turnaround 

"He works just as hard away from the puck as with it. He takes a lot of 
pride in that and it’s what has impressed me the most. He has shown a 
lot of maturity." — Bo Horvat on Elias Pettersson. 

When you sift through the rubble, there’s usually a smouldering ember 
that can spark a fire. 

For the Vancouver Canucks, that spark is the evolving Elias Pettersson. 

For everything that went wrong during an embarrassing third period no-
show Saturday at Rogers Arena during an anticipated home-opener that 
deteriorated into a 5-1 drubbing — and has the confounding club at 0-4-2 
as the National Hockey League’s only winless team — there was so 
much right about Pettersson. 

The driven 23-year-old centre never wavered in his three-zone 
commitment and improved level of engagement. He worked with Andrei 
Kuzmenko and Vasily Podkolzin to generate all six chances the Canucks 
would muster in the first period against the Buffalo Sabres.  

And had the wingers not missed open nets in the second period, there 
could have been a better narrative.  

“It’s the worst feeling,” said Pettersson. “The first two periods were really 
good and in the third they shut us down. I don’t know what the right 
answer is. It’s just frustrating that we can’t come up with a push.” 

NEXT GAME 

Monday 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Vancouver Canucks 

7:30 p.m., Rogers Arena. TV: Sportsnet. Radio: AM650 

It led to a chorus of third-period boos and then three jerseys and one hat 
hit the ice in post-game disgust. 

“I get it,” added Pettersson. “They’re passionate fans. That’s how it 
should be, but we hate to see it.” 

Pettersson went pointless Saturday and finished with a misleading 
minus-3. His four shots, seven attempts, two hits, two take-aways, 
blocked shot and winning nine of 12 draws is a standard his teammates 
must aspire to. 

“Petey is one of the guys who works his ass off every night and he’s not 
getting rewarded for it,” said Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau, who 
expanded on that take following practice Sunday. 

“He’s so competitive,” he added. “Before the (Saturday) game he told 
me: ‘Coach, I’m going to be much better on my faceoffs.’ He we won the 
first six. He puts work into that stuff and that’s what you want to see.” 

Pettersson leads the club in scoring with six points (3-3) and shots (21) 
and could easily have at least three more goals if not for his shooting 
efforts clanging crossbars and posts. He’s not the problem. He’s the 
hope. 

On Saturday, he started a sequence that would lead to Conor Garland’s 
power-play goal in the second period. Pettersson engaged and dislodged 

the hulking Tage Thompson from the puck with some spirited wall work 
before Podkolzin drew a tripping minor. 

“It got our bench going,” said Canucks captain Bo Horvat. “It makes you 
want to go and do the same thing. It’s just the completeness of him — he 
works just as hard away from the puck as with it. 

“He takes a lot of pride in that and it’s what has impressed me the most. 
He has shown a lot of maturity and a lot of good 200-foot play. And being 
a centre you have to. He has become well-rounded and has looked good 
so far.” 

On Sunday, line combinations were thrown into the blender to present a 
different look Monday to the 3-1-1 Carolina Hurricanes at Rogers Arena. 

With Brock Boeser absent with a maintenance day, Pettersson was 
between Vasily Podkolzin and Nils Hoglander, while Mikheyev joined 
Horvat and J.T. Miller, while Kuzmenko worked with Nils Aman and 
Garland. That left Curtis Lazar between Tanner Pearson and Dakota 
Joshua. 

“We did that last year when we looked at what we had and loaded up two 
lines, the other lines checked and it seemed to work,” said Boudreau. 
“We’ll see if it works again.” 

The Sunday practice emphasis was on structure, defensive-zone 
coverage and breakouts. And the coaches were more vocal than the 
players. But the on-and-off connection between Pettersson and 
Hoglander should help. 

“They’re very good friends and like working together and the thing with 
Hogie is that he’s got great speed and Petey is a great passer,” 
Boudreau said in hopes of getting more production from Hoglander, who 
has one assist and seven shots in four games. 

“If that combination works, great, because we could use more speed.” 

As for Kuzmenko, the Russian winger is showing some adjustment 
challenges in transitioning to the North American ice surface and game. 
He has one goal and 19 shots through six games and needs to ice a 
more complete game. 

“His defensive games needs a little bit of improvement, but there’s no 
doubt he puts himself in position to get offensive chances,” said 
Boudreau. “He’s going to get them on the power play.” 

How the Canucks rebound from their coach telling them post game 
Saturday to “look in the mirror” will be known by how they perform 
Monday. They can either tune in or tune out. 

“I don’t know if they take it the wrong way, I just tell the truth to their 
faces,” said Boudreau. “I’m not doing my job properly now and that’s also 
why we’re losing — it’s a whole combination of things. 

“Our veterans and leaders have to take this and say enough is enough. If 
they don’t do it, then it’s a long year. Every morning I get up I think we’re 
going to win. 

“I don’t know what goes on in their heads or what their thought process 
is, I know they want to win.” 

OVERTIME — Boudreau said Quinn Hughes remains day-to-day with a 
lower-body injury, Travis Dermott (concussion) is week-to-week, Riley 
Stillman (concussion) remains sidelined and Tucker Poolman is “in a 
tough situation with good days and bad days” with his history of migraine 
concerns.  

bkuzma@postmedia.com 

twitter.com/@benkuzma 

Sabres 5, Canucks 1: Continued winless streak greeted by chorus of 
boos 

Canucks goalie Thatcher Demko picks up a jersey that was thrown onto 
the ice by a fan in the third period during their NHL game against the 
Buffalo Sabres at Rogers Arena Oct. 22, 2022. Buffalo won 5-1. 
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The Skate: The Canucks are a tire fire right now 

Opinion: We heard boos. We saw sweaters thrown on the ice. We heard 
an exasperated coach post-game. And there are no clear answers. 

After watching four games on the road where the Canucks were at least 
in with a chance — games that in another year they might see a bounce 
go their way and steal a win — I still didn’t quite expect Saturday night’s 
collapse. 

This does feel like we’ve entered a new period. 

We saw players arguing on the ice. 

We heard a truly exasperated coach post-game. 

We saw sweaters thrown on the ice. 

Boos raining down on everything. 

If you were on Twitter, you saw a sweater getting torched on a barbecue. 

As you can expect, the mood behind the scenes, beyond just the players, 
is grim. 

And there are no clear answers. 

There are bloated contracts that have locked this team in on a course 
that will be very hard to steer away from. 

There are some very good young players, but there’s no steady flow of 
young players coming through behind them. 

And there’s little chance of replenishing this situation without taking 
drastic action: 

Without any further pick-buying (which is unlikely with their track record), 
VAN will *at best* make three 1st round selections and two 2nd round 
selections over a five-year window (2020-2024) 

I gotta say, that's not ideal. 

— /Cam Robinson/ (@Hockey_Robinson) October 8, 2022 

To make the playoffs this year, with a defence corps that isn’t good 
enough to go very far after that, the Canucks are going to have to play at 
a 100-point pace from here on. 

And Quinn Hughes is already dealing with a lower-body issue. 

Hughes, your only defenceman who can properly carry the puck out of 
his own zone. 

For all the strong stuff Elias Pettersson is doing here, for all the growth 
we’re seeing in Vasily Podkolzin‘s game, the Canucks are stuck in a box. 

This isn’t a team that’s going to grow to compete with the likes of 
Calgary. Or Minnesota. 

And the likes of Calgary and Minnesota are where you need to be to 
even consider challenging the likes of Tampa. 

Remember how in a corner the Flames were with their stars leaving in 
the summer? Brad Treliving got aggressive and found a path out. 

And, of course, Minnesota has a solid group of defencemen, a budding 
superstar in Kirill Kaprisov and some young prospects in the hopper. 

Rebuilds don’t take that long if they’re done right. Just ask Colorado. 

Rebuilds just need to be aggressive and have a plan behind them. 

What do you think? Give us your take in the comments below. 

The history lesson 

This three-year-old tweet of mine got picked up again last night: 

It was after the loss to the Sharks in 2012-13. Gillis went to ownership 
with a plan to rebuild - trading vets, loading up on picks- and was told no. 
Playoff revenue was the priority. https://t.co/u6qmJuPADg 

— Patrick Johnston (@risingaction) March 10, 2019 

Let’s be clear, in the end, this isn’t really about Mike Gillis anymore. The 
course was chosen above him and the Canucks have been circling the 
drain ever since. 

The lesson is thus: Management saw that a rebuild was needed. A quick, 
aggressive rebuild. 

And ownership wasn’t interested. 

Then, five years later, Trevor Linden came to the same conclusion. The 
current course wasn’t going to work. And with the Sedins retired, they 
needed to focus on the draft. 

Well, we know what happened. 

I wrote about this in 2019, a year after Linden left and pondered whether 
Linden’s efforts in his four years in charge actually mattered. 

Three years later, we have an answer. Despite whatever efforts he may 
have made, it didn’t. 

Neither did Jim Benning, who vowed eight years ago to turn things 
around quickly. 

Over the past nine years, since the rebuild idea was first rejected by 
ownership, the Canucks have had more coaches (four) than playoff 
appearances (two). 

By the way, after writing that Linden piece, I got pushback from the team, 
insisting that they had one of the larger scouting staffs in the league. Of 
course, it was around that time that management started to squeeze 
Judd Brackett, a relationship that ended with the director of scouting 
being forced out. 

The ads 

So now we know TD Bank is on the home sweater. 

We still don’t know the official state of play with the Rogers sponsorship 
future, though you have to imagine that’s a priority. The rink has their 
name on it, and they’re still the broadcaster. 

Those are big-ticket items for a brand that still has some sort of clout. 

Something to keep an eye on in the coming days, even as the tire fire 
smoulders on. 

The pro scouts 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson is a very nice guy to talk to. You can tell he still 
loves playing. 

But it’s tough to watch him and not think about the contract. 

That’s a huge commitment made by the last regime. 
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There’s still four years to go on this contract. 

There’s been plenty of criticism for how the Benning regime handled 
amateur scouting — there’s an overall dearth of defensive prospects, for 
instance — but at this point there’s got to be an eye cast towards the pro 
scouting department. 

Sure, they didn’t get a lot of space to work in, but was there really no one 
effective enough to say, “No, OEL isn’t worth it anymore, certainly not at 
that trade price” when the trade idea bubbled up again in the summer of 
2021? 

We are left with an overall picture of Benning having no idea how to 
scout amateur defencemen — Guillaume Brisebois, anyone? — but that 
problem bleeds over to pro scouting, too. Erik Gudbranson? Michael Del 
Zotto? Matt Bartkowski? Derrick Pouliot? 

After Thursday’s game in St. Paul, I walked into my hotel and headed for 
the elevator. It was the same hotel the team was staying at. I wasn’t 
expecting to see anyone else from the team around, but I suddenly 
realized Patrik Allvin was there with Ryan Johnson, Scott Young and a 
couple of the team’s pro scouts. They saw me and quieted their 
conversation as I passed. 

Wonder what their take on all this would be. 

BoG meetings 

The Board of Governors’ meetings were this week, which included the 
good news for team management that the cap is going up this summer, 
perhaps as much as US$3.5 million. 

Governors are most often the team owners. 

This time the Canucks were represented by chairman Francesco Aquilini 
and president of business operations Michael Doyle. 

Cameras vs. seats 

Everything is a choice. This is a choice: 

Listen, suites pull in big money. The one at centre ice would pull in max 
money, if it were available to the general public. 

We’ll see who uses it. 

No matter what, it adds another suite to inventory, which clearly the team 
has determined will generate more money than a dozen lowly ticket 
holders, even if those seats now go for more than $150 a night. 

It’s believed the season ticket holders who were in those seats — and 
those are great seats, by the way, high enough that you can see the play 
develop but also low enough that you can hear the players — were 
offered new places to sit. 

The cameras used to live in a suite directly below. 

Quick history note on that suite: 

don't forget the history of that suite. Originally, it was the Griffiths' suite 
but they forgot to plan for a spot for the cameras. Since they had already 
sold the suite on the opp. side, the owners moved to a different suite. 

— Eddy Guay (@eddyguay) September 26, 2022 

It was a very difficult dilemma, no doubt. For years, that suite was going 
unused. Now it’s being used. 

The understated part of this story, of course, is that there were more than 
enough available seats for those affected season ticket holders to simply 
pick up and move elsewhere. 

Rogers Arena used to not have any flexibility in where your seats were. It 
was often a use it or lose it proposition. People sat on the waiting list for 
years and if seats came up, you didn’t have much choice. 

Not so much anymore. 

Missing the playoffs all the time will do that. 

Bo Horvat negotiations 

Things are clearly very slow there. 

Let’s jump in the way back machine. 

Here’s Botch in the opening night Provies, 2017: 

In negotiations this summer, the Horvat side actually made a compelling 
case the centre’s AAV should end up north of US$6 million. Much has 
been made of the Canucks using Drouin as a comparable, but the Horvat 
side was using Barkov and Saad. 

The Saad contract is interesting because his point totals leading into his 
deal — 27, 47 and 52 — are pretty close to Horvat’s — 25, 40 and 52. 

Saad got US$6 million a year but he got that two years ago. Add inflation 
to the mix, and you can see their case for Horvat getting more. 

They also at one point presented a five year deal, which would have 
meant buying only one UFA year for the Canucks. 

He did land a solid six-year, US$5.5 million deal on the eve of training 
camp. 

More news, fewer ads: Our in-depth journalism is possible thanks to the 
support of our subscribers. For just $3.50 per week, you can get 
unlimited, ad-lite access to The Vancouver Sun, The Province, National 
Post and 13 other Canadian news sites. Support us by subscribing today: 
The Vancouver Sun | The Province. 

Sabres 5, Canucks 1: Continued winless streak greeted by chorus of 
boos 

The Vancouver Canucks announced their latest sponsorship deal 
Saturday, adding a TD Bank patch to the front of their home game 
sweaters. 

Canucks roll out another big sponsorship 
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Josh Bailey reinserted into Islanders' lineup as Anthony Beauvillier sits 

 

Ethan Sears 

2-3 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Josh Bailey was back in the Islanders’ lineup a day 
after being benched against the Lightning, but coach Lane Lambert 
continued to shuffle things around Sunday against the Panthers. 

This time, it was Anthony Beauvillier — who had been in the top six for 
every game this season — who was a surprise scratch for the first time 
since last December, spending the 3-2 loss in the press box. Lambert 
started Bailey on the second line with Mathew Barzal and Zach Parise, 
moved Kyle Palmieri to the third line to the right of J-G Pageau, and put 
Oliver Wahlstrom on the top line to the right of Brock Nelson. That 
configuration, though, was juggled as the game went along. 

“I think we’re close [to finding the right combinations],” Lambert said, 
when asked about the lineup, to which he’s made frequent changes this 
season. “But at the same time, we’ve gotta lock it down here soon.” 

Lambert also took out Nikita Soshnikov, who made an error on Nick 
Paul’s goal at the end of the second period on Saturday, inserting Ross 
Johnston into the top nine for his season debut. The move was 
presumably intended to get more physicality into the lineup a day after 
Lambert focused on getting more speed in with Soshnikov. Johnston 
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rarely plays above the fourth line, as his physical style of hockey is more 
suited to the bottom trio, but skated 10:31 mostly with the third line. 

“Physical game, physical player,” Lambert said, when asked to explain 
the move, adding that Kieffer Bellows — who has not played since 
opening night — has not done anything wrong to prevent him from 
making the lineup. 

The Islanders set a franchise record with 22 consecutive penalties killed 
to begin the year, beating marks from the 1981-82 and 1987-88 seasons. 

“I think it comes with a lot of the same faces,” Casey Cizikas said before 
the game. “Guys know what to do out there. Guys have been in these 
situations before.” 

Semyon Varlamov stopped 29 of 32 shots in nets for the Isles. 
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Islanders' offense struggles in loss to Panthers as skid extends to three 

 

Ethan Sears 

5-6 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — As the Islanders head home, coach Lane Lambert and 
his team are staring down a three-game losing streak following a winless 
trip to Florida that ended with a 3-2 defeat to the Panthers on Sunday. 
Unlike their loss to the Lightning a night earlier, this one was not as 
competitive as the score suggests.  

As Lambert juggled his lines, pairings and power-play units, the Islanders 
struggled to put together an offensive attack on backup Florida netminder 
Spencer Knight at five-on-five. Two games after putting 17 shots on 
Mackenzie Blackwood in a blowout loss to the Devils at home, they 
forced Knight into just 23 saves and had six scoring chances at five-on-
five, per Natural Stat Trick.  

With the third period came a comeback effort as Anders Lee pulled the 
Islanders to within a goal with a five-on-three tally at 9:07. But as with the 
rest of the game, the Isles’ five-on-five effort prevented them from 
following up on that.  

“We just gotta find a way to create a little bit more open ice in the 
offensive zone and deliver the puck [to the net],” Lee said. “We had 
plenty of shots in previous games that created a lot of zone time and I 
think when we stick to that and are able to generate that, it pays off for 
us.”  

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

Anton Lundell scored less than a minute into the match, stripping Adam 
Pelech behind the net and then scoring from a tight angle past Semyon 
Varlamov. When Lambert tried to juggle the lines, something he did with 
success in a win over the Sharks last week, Eetu Luostarinen scored for 
the Panthers on the first shift that Lee, Mathew Barzal and Oliver 
Wahlstrom were together, with Lundell assisting.  

The second period did come with the team’s first power-play goal since 
opening night, as Lee tipped Barzal’s shot past Knight to get it back to 2-
1. At even strength, though, the Islanders struggled to compete.  

The Islanders recorded just one high-danger chance on net, in the third 
period on a shot from Noah Dobson that missed the net. They were 
knocked off pucks, beaten below the hashes, beaten on the forecheck 

and beaten on the walls for most of the night. The score was closer, the 
opposition was better and the tone was less downtrodden afterwards, but 
for long stretches this bore an alarming resemblance to Thursday’s effort 
against the Devils.  

“We knew they were gonna come hard and we at times struggled a little 
bit breaking pucks out,” Lambert said. “So we spent a little bit more time 
in our zone than we wanted to.”  

Ryan Lomberg made it 3-1, Florida, at 2:54 of the third with a wrist shot 
past Varlamov. The Islanders again pulled within one after Lee’s second 
goal, but even then, a comeback felt like a steep ask given how they 
played at five-on-five. Briefly, it looked as though Lee had tied it before 
the game went back to even strength, but the would-be goal was waved 
off, as the puck had gone out of play.  

Now, as they come back home to face the Rangers on Wednesday, the 
Islanders are 2-4. Their next two games after the Blueshirts are at 
Carolina and home against Colorado. It is early in the season, but that is 
not a good position to be in.  

“We have urgency every day, there’s no question,” Lambert said. “The 
urgency is high.”  

After a summer in which the coaching change was the only major change 
the Islanders made, there is not much room for error if they are to break 
back into the Eastern Conference playoff picture and the lack of offensive 
acquisitions has already begun to show up.  

A year after scoring once in his first 29 games, Kyle Palmieri has yet to 
find the scoresheet through the first six matches. Bailey, who was back in 
the lineup after being made a healthy scratch on Saturday less than a 
week off from presumably playing his 1,000th game with the club, has 
not yet recorded a point. Not one of the Islanders’ centers — Barzal, 
Brock Nelson, Jean-Gabriel Pageau or Casey Cizikas — has scored a 
goal. Only three forwards have scored more than once and one of them, 
Anthony Beauvillier, was in the press box during Sunday’s game.  

Lambert, afterward, said he has no concern that the right players are on 
the team.  

Still, when he stuck with them over the summer, GM Lou Lamoriello 
showed a lot of faith in a group that had made two straight Eastern 
Conference Finals in 2020 and 2021 before slumping last season. It is 
fast becoming imperative that they start showing that he was right. 
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Islanders sound off about 'flawed' analytics in NHL 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-5 minutes 23/10/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Islanders don’t want to hear about your math 
equations. 

Though they have acknowledged that analytics has a role in hockey, they 
still value the eye test and gut feelings over numbers. 

“There’s will and structure to our game,” coach Lane Lambert said 
Thursday. “Those don’t really get analyzed by analytics. We analyze it.” 

There has been recent growth in the use of numbers in hockey — every 
team, the Islanders included, has staffers with analytics as part of their 
portfolio — but compared to the other three major sports, the NHL is still 
far behind. That’s in part due to the nature of the game. Hockey is 
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continuous, random and hard to break down into the sort of individual 
events that are easy to analyze mathematically, such as a pitch in 
baseball, a snap in football or a possession in basketball. 

Most of the publicly available numbers in hockey (individual teams track 
their own data) use shots as stand-ins for possessions, a reasonable but 
rudimentary method of estimation. Expected-goals models, which are 
widely cited, can be useful, but because there is no public puck-tracking 
data, they fail to account for factors such as whether a shot was 
preceded by a pass; such shots are harder for a goaltender to stop. 

“It’s everywhere nowadays so I guess you certainly see it,” Matt Martin 
said. “I think it can definitely be flawed as well. I think sometimes you 
might have a really good game defensively against someone’s top line 
where you lose the Corsi battle or whatever it is, but you keep them off 
the board and don’t give up a ton of high-danger chances. And 
analytically, sometimes that shows up as a very poor game where you’ll 
get a tap on the back from your coaching staff about how good of a job 
you guys did.” 

The Islanders’ fourth line, which Martin is a part of, is a good test case. 
Because they spend a lot of ice time in the defensive zone or on the 
forecheck, their analytics reflect negatively on their play. But the goal of 
the fourth line is not necessarily to generate offense, but to leave a 
physical impact on the game, wear down opponents and keep them off 
the board. 

“I think you can walk around a dressing room, someone can tell you 
whether they had a bad game or a good game,” Martin said. “We know 
as professionals. … You get matched up against Connor McDavid, 
you’re probably gonna lose the Corsi battle. But if you limit the amount of 
high-danger chances he has and keep him off the board, we take that 
every single night.” 

Martin said there isn’t much interaction between the Islanders’ analytics 
staff and the players. Taran Singleton, a longtime video coach with the 
Devils when current Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello was in 
New Jersey, is one of five staffers devoted to analytics. 

“I’m not a big analytics guy,” Zach Parise said. “I just think there’s too 
many factors in this game that don’t get accounted for. I’ll go as far as 
shots on goal, cause you give yourself a chance to score. Anything past 
that, it’s a little difficult to measure.” 

Like Martin, Parise cited factors such as the opponent as a reason 
analytics fall short. 

“Are you playing against [Patrice] Bergeron and some Selke [Trophy] 
winners? Or are you playing against a fourth line all night?” Parise said. 
“Where are you starting on a faceoff? Are you starting every shift on a 
controlled breakout? Do you lose the draw? If you lose the draw, you 
might not touch the puck the entire shift. 

“You don’t reset all the time and start over like a pitch [in baseball], you 
know what I mean? That’s just my theory. I could be wrong. I’m sure 
there’s value in it, but I don’t stress much about it.” 
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Josh Bailey reinstated into Islanders' lineup as Anthony Beauvillier sits 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated October 23, 2022 8:56 pm2-3 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – Josh Bailey’s spell as a healthy scratch lasted one 
game. 

How long Anthony Beauvillier will be one remains to be seen. 

Coach Lane Lambert re-inserted Bailey, the longest-tenured Islander, 
while sitting Beauvillier for Sunday afternoon’s 3-2 loss to the Panthers at 
FLA Live Arena. 

“We’re here right now so that’s all I’m worried about,” Bailey said. 

Bailey went back in for Nikita Soshnikov, whose one-game stint included 
a bad turnover that led to Nicholas Paul’s buzzer-beating goal at the end 
of the second period that gave the Lightning a 4-2 lead. 

“He would like to have one, little, thing back but I thought he played well,” 
Lambert said of Soshnikov, who logged 10:26 in his second game as an 
Islander. “He used his speed. I thought he did what he needed to do.” 

Lambert also inserted burly Ross Johnston for his first game this season 
at the expense of Beauvillier, a top-six fixture who scored his second 
goal of the season on Saturday and also has one assist in five games. 

Bailey’s march toward his 1,000th game – he played in his 998th on 
Sunday – was temporarily halted when Lambert sat him for Saturday 
night’s road 5-3 loss to the Lightning. He is without a point in five games. 

“We’re moving on from that situation,” Lambert said when asked about 
Bailey’s lack of production and how that factored in his decision. “But 
there are people that are warranted to produce numbers. They’re trying. 
It just has to happen.” 

Isles files 

Lambert said defenseman Noah Dobson had no lingering issues after 
taking a puck to the throat in the first period and briefly retreating to the 
Islanders’ dressing room…The Islanders killed off four power plays and 
their penalty kill is now a franchise-record 22-for-22 to start the 
season…Kieffer Bellows remained the other healthy scratch. 
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Islanders' quest for right mix continues in loss to Panthers 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated October 23, 2022 8:55 pm4-5 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – The Islanders are still searching. 

Lately, that’s been for wins. Or for any sort of scoring threats while 
skating five-on-five. But also for the right personnel combinations as 
coach Lane Lambert has yet to settle on a set lineup. 

The Islanders’ losing streak grew to three with a 3-2 loss to the Panthers 
at FLA Live Arena on Sunday as they were swept on their first road trip. 

“There’s no concern the right pieces are here,” said Lambert, who has 
lost four of his first six games as the Islanders’ bench boss. “It’s just a 
matter of generating chemistry and, if things are not going the way we 
want to, do something in terms of moving our guys around. They 
understand that.” 

So, does that mean Lambert is close to finding the right combinations 
with upcoming games this week against the Rangers, Hurricanes and 
Stanley Cup-champion Avalanche? On Sunday, he had Josh Bailey and 
Ross Johnston in the lineup while taking out Anthony Beauvillier and 
Nikita Soshnikov. He also altered both power play units, having Mathew 
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Barzal skate with Jean-Gabriel Pageau, Bailey, Zach Parise and 
defenseman Noah Dobson while Brock Nelson went with Anders Lee, 
Kyle Palmieri, Oliver Wahlstrom and defenseman Sebastian Aho. 

“I think we’re close,” Lambert said. “But, at the same time, we’ve got to 
lock it down here soon.” 

Sunday marked the fourth straight game top-six centers Mathew Barzal 
and Brock Nelson had a different iteration of linemates. Neither has a 
goal this season. 

Lee scored twice on the power play and Semyon Varlamov made 29 
saves. But the Islanders were outchanced, 60-43, as Spencer Knight 
stopped 23 shots. 

“We just found ourselves behind in the third period again,” Lee said. 
“Coming back from one or two, it’s tough. We made it a game. We put a 
lot of pressure on them. We did a lot of good things. Our game is going in 
the right direction. We’re not getting the results right now so we’ve got to 
find a way to stick with it and push through this.” 

The Islanders pulled within 2-1 on Lee’s power-play goal at 4:27 of the 
second period as he got his stick on Barzal’s shot from the left circle. The 
Islanders were on a four-minute power play after defenseman Matt 
Kiersted’s stick bloodied Matt Martin’s face. 

But defenseman Sebastian Aho’s defensive-zone turnover led to Ryan 
Lomberg swatting the puck past Varlamov from the left circle to give the 
Panthers a 3-1 lead at 2:56 of the third period. Lee’s backhander at the 
crease off Barzal’s initial shot on a five-on-three power play closed it to 3-
2 at 9:07. 

“I thought guys battled tonight, it just didn’t go our way,” Bailey said. “We 
gave a push at the end trying to find one. Just fell a little short. It was a 
pretty tight checking game.” 

The Islanders leaned on their belief that Saturday’s 5-3 loss to the 
Lightning was the result of untimely mistakes and they were playing with 
the pace and effort that would lead to success. 

But the Panthers took a quick, 1-0, lead just 39 seconds into the first 
period after Anton Lundell stripped defenseman Adam Pelech of the puck 
in the right corner. Lundell then skated unchecked to the right post and 
beat Varlamov to the open far side, with the puck deflecting in off the 
goalie’s blocker. Eetu Luostarinen made it 2-0 at 9:13 of the first period 
on a shot from the slot that deflected off Aho’s stick. 

Per Natural Stat Trick, the Islanders were held to one high-danger 
chance skating five-on-five while the Panthers had eight. 
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Why the Islanders are already bordering on a crisis after third straight 
loss 

 

Kevin Kurz 

7-9 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Anyone well versed in hockey analytics will admit that 
many times the underlying numbers don’t necessarily match the eye test. 

That wasn’t the case for the Islanders on Sunday night in Florida, a 3-2 
loss, their third straight in regulation. The visitors were credited with a 
grand total of one high-danger scoring chance per Natural Stat Trick, 
and, yeah, that’s how it looked in person, too. 

Even worse was how long it took them to get that chance — with about 
13 minutes left in regulation, already down 3-1, when Noah Dobson’s 
wrist shot off the rush sailed wide of the net. 

For the 47 minutes before that, Panthers goalie Spencer Knight could 
have been replaced by one of those plastic shooter tutors and it wouldn’t 
have made much difference. 

The Islanders did look better in the third period after a miserable first two. 
They even made things interesting when Anders Lee’s power-play goal 
— his second of the night — brought them back to within one goal. But 
that’s just not really relevant when they were so poor through the first 40 
minutes while getting dominated territorially, often for long stretches — 
which was ultimately reflected in Florida’s 60-43 edge in shot attempts at 
the conclusion. 

The Panthers surely must have realized by the time the second period 
was over that there was no way the Islanders were going to be able to 
beat them if the game remained five-on-five, and they would have been 
correct. Future opponents might be noticing that by now, too, particularly 
if they’ve seen the Islanders’ last three games. 

Already, the Islanders are showing signs they may be a team bordering 
on crisis. They are 2-4-0 on the season, with their only two wins coming 
at home against lowly West Coast teams Anaheim and San Jose. They 
looked far too slow against the Devils on Thursday in a concerning 4-1 
loss, made too many errors Saturday in Tampa Bay in a 5-3 defeat, and 
were not able to get anything going offensively at even strength Sunday. 

Oh, and their next three games are against the Rangers, Hurricanes and 
Avalanche — all legitimate Stanley Cup contenders. This could get worse 
before it gets better. 

Coach Lane Lambert seems uneasy, too, at least judging from his roster 
moves and deployment. Already he’s moved key players in and out of the 
lineup while shuffling line combinations and defense pairs in what seems 
to be a desperate search for chemistry — other than the Identity Line, 
which is the only group that seems to be doing its job at the moment. 

On Sunday, it was Anthony Beauvillier who came out as a healthy 
scratch. Saturday it was Josh Bailey, whose 1,000th NHL game will be 
pushed back until Friday in Carolina at the earliest, rather than 
Wednesday’s home game with the Rangers in a move that screams of 
message sending to the veteran forward, now scoreless in five games. 

Is there any concern that the correct pieces might not be here? 

“There’s no concern the right pieces are here,” Lambert said after 
Sunday’s game. “It’s just a matter of generating chemistry, and if things 
are not going the way we want to, we have to do something in terms of 
moving our guys around. They understand that. I thought we generated 
some stuff when we started moving people around today.” 

Said Lee: “Just trying to get guys going and find lines that are being 
productive out there, I think what you’d expect when things aren’t going 
completely the right way.” 

And things are not going the right way. 

The Islanders still don’t have a single goal from any of their centermen. 
The leading goal scorer from a year ago, Brock Nelson, has been 
particularly invisible during five-on-five play, with just three individual 
scoring chances. Brocktober, it is not. 

Mathew Barzal has six assists, including three at even strength. But he 
and his linemates are still not getting enough pucks to the net, including 
Saturday when Barzal passed up a clear look from the slot, opting to 
slide the puck to Lee to his left on a play that had no chance of 
succeeding. Moments later, the Lightning increased their lead to 3-1. 

“I thought it would be a good play. I thought I would sell the goalie on my 
shot … and, yeah,” Barzal said. 

Asked about Barzal and his line before Sunday’s game, Lambert said: 
“There’s situations where I think we can deliver more pucks to the net. 
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We’ve had some shooting opportunities, a couple (on Saturday) night 
that we passed up.” 

On Sunday, Barzal skated with Bailey and Zach Parise rather than Kyle 
Palmieri, who is also still sitting on zero goals. It didn’t work. 

Even Lee, their leading scorer, has taken six minor penalties, tying him 
for second-most in the league in that category. The Islanders are 
fortunate that their penalty kill has been a perfect 22-for-22, or the results 
might be even worse. 

After the Lightning game, Lambert and the other players who spoke 
mentioned that the team’s work ethic was much better than it had been in 
the loss to the Devils. That’s true, as evidenced by the shot-attempt 
discrepancy (73-46, Islanders), and hit totals (48-29, Islanders). 

They also mentioned that some of the goals that the Lightning scored 
were gifted to them, which was true. But what was also true was that two 
of the three Islanders’ goals were gifts, too — including Matt Martin’s 
score off of a brutal turnover by Corey Perry, and Ryan Pulock’s goal, 
which only happened after Brandon Hagel carelessly flung a puck from 
the corner that was easily gloved down by the defenseman before he 
rifled it home. And you can’t mention one without the other, something 
Barzal recognized. 

“Mistakes are going to happen,” he said. “They had a few tonight that we 
(buried), we had a few that they buried. … Both teams were playing 
hard.” 

The defense has also been in flux. While they deserve credit for pumping 
in a league-leading seven goals, there have also been too many 
moments they haven’t been clean in their own zone. On Sunday, it was 
Adam Pelech who was stripped of the puck in the corner by Anton 
Lundell, who scored on a bad angle shot on goalie Semyon Varlamov to 
put the Panthers up 1-0 just 39 seconds in. 

Scott Mayfield and Robin Salo especially struggled in the loss to the 
Devils, resulting in the latter’s demotion to Bridgeport. But Saturday in 
Tampa, Mayfield was unable to handle a simple handoff by Ilya Sorokin, 
leading to the first goal by Brayden Point. Meanwhile, Lambert split up 
the Dobson-Alexander Romanov pair midway through that game, putting 
Romanov with Ryan Pulock and Dobson with Pelech. That’s surely not a 
habit he would like to repeat, and Romanov, in particular, is going to 
have to start being more careful with the puck. 

As for Sebastian Aho, who entered the lineup in place of Salo, he has 
played generally well — with the exception of getting caught flat-footed 
on Nick Paul’s backbreaking goal on Saturday at the end of the second 
period after a Nikita Soshnikov turnover, upping the Lightning’s lead to 4-
2. Is it really a strong game when you’re partly to blame for the most 
important goal against in a loss? 

At the moment, though, Lambert is short on options. Aho is going to have 
to play, Romanov and Dobson are going to have to find better chemistry 
sooner than later, and the key veteran forwards are going to have to start 
doing more. 

And it had better happen quickly. 

“I think we’re close,” Lambert said. “But at the same time, we’ve got to 
lock it down here soon.” 
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Bridgeport Wins Fourth Straight, 'We Haven't Accomplished Anything'  

 

Joshua Linsenberg 

5-7 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

Bridgeport, CT-  The Bridgeport Islanders (4-1-0) recorded their fourth 
straight win Sunday afternoon, as they defeated the Hartford Wolfpack 
(0-2-1-1) by a score of 5-2. But despite their modest win streak, the 
Bridgeport Islanders are not satisfied. 

“I mean, obviously, you enjoy the wins when you get them, but we 
understand it’s a long season, and we don’t ever want to get too high,” 
Brent Thompson said. “We haven’t accomplished anything yet other 
than, you know, little baby steps, and not for me right now, we haven’t 
accomplished anything.” We’re just playing one game at a time, and our 
focus is the next one… This is all done.” 

Here’s your Rapid Recap from an exciting matinee: 

SCORING 

Kyle MacLean gave the Bridgeport Islanders a 1-0 lead at 1:01 of the 
second period as he scored shorthanded. The goal was unassisted. 

The Hartford Wolfpack tied the contest at one as William Cuyle scored at 
10:35 of the second period. Jonny Brodzinski and Andy Welinski were 
credited with the assists on Cuylle’s second of the season. 

Andy Andreoff notched his second goal of the season, scoring on the 
power play. Samuel Bolduc and Ruslan Iskhakov were credited with the 
assists at 14:18 of the second period. 

Lauri Pajuniemi tied the contest at two at 13:41 of the third period. 
Gustav Rydahl was credited with the assist on Pajuniemi’s second of the 
season. 

Paul Thompson notched his first of the year for Bridgeport at 14:29 of the 
third period to give Bridgeport a 3-2 lead. Iskhakov and Vincent Sevigny 
were credited with the assists. 

Hudson Fasching scored his third of the season at 16:16 of the third 
period as the Islanders took at 4-2 lead. Otto Koivula was credited with 
the assist. 

Cole Bardreau scored his first of the season on the empty net at 17:33 of 
the third period. Jeff Kubiak and Parker Wotherspoon were credited with 
the assists. 

Too Many Trips to the Box for Bridgeport 

The Bridgeport Islanders have struggled to stay out of the box this 
season, as they recorded 20 penalties over the first four games. Simple 
math has them in the box, on average, five times per game. 

Despite not heading to the box five times on Sunday, the Islanders made 
four trips to the box. 

Paul Thompson and William Dufour each took penalties in the first 
period, with Dufour’s carrying over into the second period. Hudson 
Fasching and Paul LaDue took penalties in the second. 

Fortunately, Bridgeport’s penalty-kill units did their jobs, allowing zero 
power-play goals against. 

“The issue is discipline. I think we got to focus on discipline. I still think 
tonight we took too many penalties, and I think it’s just reps in practice,” 
Thompson said. “Any coach will tell you they work on our special teams a 
lot during the course of the season, and that’s our job here,  to make sure 
we continue to work on it and continue to improve on it.” 

Cory Schneider Stands Tall 

Bridgeport Islanders netminder Cory Schneider turned aside 34 of the 36 
shots he faced against the Hartford Wolpak as he had a tremendous 
performance. 

He faced a high volume of shots throughout the contest, especially in the 
second period, as he turned aside 18 of 19. 
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“For me, it’s just you know, part of being an older guy is you’ve seen a lot 
of situations and a lot of scenarios, and it may give you a little jumper, a 
little anticipation on what may happen next,” the veteran Schneider said. 
“So that’s part of what I tried to use to my advantage, and I’m probably 
not as quick as I used to be, but if I’m both smarter and can see the 
game better, then that gives me an advantage.” 

Hutton and Terry Were Healthy Scratches 

Grant Hutton, a 27-year-old defenseman who was fighting for the 
seventh defenseman spot at New York Islanders training camp, played 
the first four games for Bridgeport but found himself a healthy scratch on 
Sunday. 

On the season, Hutton had yet to notch a point. 

Another veteran, in 33-year-old Chris Terry, found himself a healthy 
scratch as well. 

“For me, it was just a situation that every guy on our team, whether it’s 
Terry, whether it’s guys that aren’t in the lineup, they’re a big value to our 
group, and I believe in all the guys,” Thompson said. “It’s going to take all 
of us to win certain situations. So as far as the decision, it was just a 
situation where I felt like this was the right move.”= 
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Rapid Recap: Panthers Roar Early, Islanders Drop 3rd Straight, Lose 3-2  

 

Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 24/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, FL– The New York Islanders started off slow yet again, which 
allowed the Florida Panthers to score two in the first, ultimately winning 
3-2. The Islanders have now lost their third-straight contest and are 2-4-0 
on the season. 

SCORING 

Anton Lundell gave the Florida Panthers a 1-0 lead just 39 seconds into 
the contest as Adam Pelech coughed the puck up behind Semyon 
Varlamov. Lundell then beat Varlamov, on a goal that he wants back. 
The goal was unassisted. 

Eetu Luostarinen gave the Panthers a 2-0 lead at 9:13 of the first period 
as his shot deflected off Sebastian Aho’s stick and in. Lundell was 
credited with the lone assist. 

Anders Lee scored his third goal of the season on the power play at 4:27 
of the second period, as he deflected a Mat Barzal shot over Spencer 
Knight’s shoulder and in. Barzal and Noah Dobson were credited with the 
assists. 

Ryan Lomberg gave the Panthers a 3-1 lead at 2:56 of the third period 
as, off a turnover, he beat Varlamov low blocker side for his first of the 
season. Colin White and Matt Kiersted were credited with the assists. 

Lee scored his second of the contest, his second power-play goal as he 
put home a rebound off a Barzal shot at 9:07 of the third period. Barzal 
and Nelson were credited with the assists. 

Brutal Start 

The New York Islanders continue to turn the puck over in their own zone, 
and they did so just 39 seconds into the contest. Adam Pelech, the 
Islanders’ best defenseman, coughed the puck up to Anton Lundell. But 

the ensuing shot should have been stopped by Semyon Varlamov, but it 
trickled in off his blocker. 

That’s the second back-breaking goal allowed in as many games. 

The Islanders allowed a goal later on in the period, after a defensive-
zone breakdown. 

Despite having two power plays, the Islanders only notched eight shots 
on goal and failed to record a single high-danger chance in the period. 
They only had two scoring chances against Spencer Knight. 

If it wasn’t for a few big stops by Semyon Varlamov in the period, the 
deficit could have been a few goals worse. 

Injury Scare for Noah Dobson 

Right before the Florida Panthers scored their second goal of the contest, 
Noah Dobson took a puck up high. It appeared to clip him in the chin, as 
everyone on the Islanders side seemed to stop. Dobson laid on the ice 
for a long while as the trainer came out. Eventually, he and the trainer 
went off the ice and straight to the dressing room. 

Fortunately for Dobson, and the Islanders, he returned shortly after. 

It seemed, when he returned, that his shifts were being skipped, going 
out there every other time Romanov did, but eventually, he was back full-
time. 

When asked if Dobson was okay following the game, Lane Lambert said, 
“Yeah, I haven’t heard anything different.” 

High-Danger Hiatus 

The New York Islanders did not muster much offensively in the contest, 
with just 25 total shots and two total goals. 

As for high-danger chances, their first one at even strength did not come 
until a couple of minutes into the third period. And the chance went by 
the wayside as Noah Dobson missed the net on an odd-man rush. 

The Islanders added another five high-danger chances in the third period 
at 5 on 5, but failed to score on any of them. 

“They certainly come hard, and they play a certain way,” Lambert said. 
“We played last night. We knew they were going to come hard and we, at 
times, struggled a little bit breaking pucks out so we spent a little bit more 
time in our zone than we want to do.” 

Power Play Progress, Penalty Kill Remains Perfect 

The New York Islanders entered the contest with a 6.7 power-play 
percentage. But on six chances against the Florida Panthers, the 
Islanders capitalized twice. 

Anders Lee scored both, first deflecting a Mat Barzal point shot followed 
by scoring on a rebound, which also came off a Barzal shot. The 
Islanders mustered 12 shots on their power-play chances. 

The New York Islanders found themselves shorthanded four times in the 
contest. Three of the penalties came in the offensive zone but, yet again, 
the penalty kill came up large. They allowed seven shots on goal over the 
four Panthers power plays. 

On the season, they are now 22 for 22. 

Per Greg Picker, the New York Islanders have set a new franchise 
record, surpassing the 1981-82 and 1997-98 teams, who started their 
season’s 21 for 21 on the penalty kill. 
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Finishing Florida Trip, Gm 6: Islanders vs. Panthers, Lineup Changes, 
Betting Odds & More  

 

Stefen Rosner 

3-4 minutes 23/10/2022 

 

SUNRISE, FLORIDA–The New York Islanders (2-3-0) are back in action 
Sunday night, as they face the Florida Panthers (3-1-1) for the second of 
a back-to-back here in Florida. Puck drop is slated for 5 PM ET at Florida 
Live Arena. 

The New York Islanders outplayed the Tampa Bay Lightning on Saturday 
night, but their mistakes ended up in the back of the net as they fell 5-3. 

Lambert’s Separation of Romanov & Dobson: Matchup Sensitive, 
Struggling Duo 

The Islanders did not skate Sunday morning, but Lane Lambert shared 
that Josh Bailey will be back in the lineup after being a healthy scratch 
Saturday night against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Lane would not share 
who he was coming in for but the expectation is that it’s for Nikita 
Soshnikov, who played pretty poorly Saturday night. 

With Ilya Sorokin playing against the Lightning, Semyon Varlamov is 
likely to make his second start of the young season. He turned aside 28 
of 30 shots against in a 5-2 win over the San Jose Sharks this past 
Tuesday. 

The Islanders lost 3-1 in their season opener against the Florida 
Panthers on UBS Arena ice and now have the chance to get even with 
the Cats tonight. 

Per Florida Panthers head coach, Spencer Knight will start in goal 
against the Islanders. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders visit the Florida Panthers in the second 
of three matchups between the two clubs this season. These teams last 
met just ten days ago, on October 13, in the Islanders’ home opener. 
Noah Dobson tallied the first Islander goal of the season at UBS Arena. 

Tonight is the second game in the Islanders’ first back-to-back series this 
season, after they visited Tampa Bay last night. The Islanders look to 
earn their first win of the season against an Atlantic Division opponent. 
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Lambert's Separation of Romanov & Dobson: Matchup Sensitive, 
Struggling Duo  

 

Stefen Rosner 

4-5 minutes 23/10/2022 

 

TAMPA BAY, FLORIDA– Not even 20 minutes into the fifth game of the 
season, the New York Islanders’ rejuvenated second defensive pairing 
was split up, as the line tinkering continued for new head coach Lane 
Lambert.  

The hard-hitting Alexander Romanov was split up with the smooth-
skating Noah Dobson, with the former skating alongside Ryan Pulock 
and the latter with Adam Pelech, perhaps the Islanders’ best defensive 
defenseman. 

Although the defensive changes were necessary, the New York 
Islanders’ mistakes led to a 5-3 loss.  

After a poor team performance against the New Jersey Devils on 
Thursday, changes were expected; however, the in-game defensive 
personnel changes were not due to poor play, per the first-year bench 
boss.  

“We’re on the road,” Lambert said. “In terms of their matchups and things 
like that, we move some people around … We didn’t split them up 
because we weren’t seeing things, we split them up because we are on 
the road and can’t get the matchups we want.” 

For those that do not know, the home team gets to make the last line 
changes, so with the Islanders on the road, Tampa got the matchups 
they wanted. 

The move to split the two 22-year-olds balanced out the pairings a bit.  

This was something that Stefen Rosner wrote about following the 
acquisition of Alexander Romanov from the Montreal Canadiens, as it 
created a defensive imbalance if he was paired with Dobson. 

In the event that Dobson and Romanov were caught out there against 
Nikita Kucherov and Steven Stamkos, their growing pains may show.  

Instead, opting to play each with a steadying force like Pelech and 
Pulock should, in theory, enable the top four to comfortably go up against 
any line thrown their way. Splitting up the top pair was something former 
head coach Barry Trotz did quite often last season as a way to defend 
better on the road when those aforementioned matchups did not go the 
Islanders’ way.  

While this was Lambert’s intent, that does not always go to plan. 

In the loss to the Lightning, the Islanders struggled quite a bit in their own 
end. The team dictated play in the first and played well overall, out-
shooting Tampa Bay 36-26, but not well enough for the score to be in 
their favor come the end of the sixty-minute affair. 

Dobson and Romanov each were a minus-one in the first period, as 
Dobson skated with Pelech and Romanov with Mayfield at the time of the 
goals. On the game opener, Mayfield coughed up the puck as Ilya 
Sorokin was behind the net, resulting in a frustrating goal against.  

The second seemed to be more of a backchecking blunder on Brock 
Nelson.  

Dobson and Pelech executed sound gap control on Brayden Point, with 
Dobson getting a piece of Poit’s shot, which sent the puck fluttering on 
goal and off the crossbar behind New York Islanders netminder Ilya 
Sorokin. 

Brandon Hagel flew past the puck-watching Brock Nelson to tuck in the 
rebound. 

Through the first four games, the Dobson-Romanov pairing played just 
under 54 minutes together at five-on-five action, the second most among 
defensive pairings, and while the duo struggled at times to exit the zone, 
it still managed to be a positive-Corsi unit, being on the ice for 62 shot 
attempts for vs. 58 against.  

The pairing has a +2 goal differential, but that may be buoyed by 
Dobson’s two goals. 

Regardless of how the top four defenders line up, the pairings are 
constructed in similar ways. Dobson and Pulock are two more 
offensively-minded blueliners who can help create offense, while 
Romanov and Pelech excel in their own end.  

The New York Islanders play the Florida Panthers on Sunday night, and 
we shall see if Lane Lambert puts Alexander Romanov back with Noah 
Dobson or keeps them separated against an elite offense. 
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Rapid Recap: Islanders Allow Back-Breaking Bolts Goal Late in Second, 
Lose 5-3  

 

Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 23/10/2022 

 

TAMPA, FL– The New York Islanders put together a stronger 
performance against Tampa Bay, but the Lightning struck five times to 
the Islanders’ three, losing their second straight contest. The Islanders 
are now 2-3-0 on the season. 

SCORING 

Brayden Point gave the Tampa Bay Lightning a 1-0 lead at 10:43 of the 
first period as, following a Scott Mayfield turnover behind the New York 
Islanders net, Point potted a rebound off a Nikita Kuchervo shot. 
Kucherov and Brandon Hagel were credited with the assists on Point’s 
fourth of the season. 

Matt Martin tied the contest at one, as following a Corey Perry turnover, 
Matt Martin buried the puck from the slot for his first goal of the season. 

Tampa took the lead with just over two minutes to play in the first period 
as, following a Point shot off the crossbar, Brandon Hagel beat Brock 
Nelson to the puck and buried it for his first of the season. Point and 
Victor Hedman were credited with the assists. 

Cory Perry gave the Lightning a 3-1 lead at 3:12 of the third period as he 
was left all alone towards the blocker-side post, and Pierre-Eduoard 
Bellemare found him. Bellemare and Pat Maroon were credited with the 
assists on Perry’s second of the season. 

Anthony Beauvillier snuck a backhander past Tampa Bay Lightning 
netminder Brian Elliott for his first of the season to cut Tampa’s lead to 3-
2. The goal was assisted by Brock Nelson at 9:36 of the second period. 

Nick Paul beat Ilya Sorokin with one second to go in the second to give 
the Lightning a 4-2 lead as the Islanders stopped playing. Ross Colton 
was credited with the assist on Paul’s first of the season. 

Ryan Pulock scored at 5:45 of the third period to cut the Islanders deficit 
to 4-3 as he beat Elliott from the high slot after keeping the puck in the 
offensive zone. The goal was unassisted. 

Alex Killorn picked up a loose puck off a Sorokin rebound to give the 
Lightning a 5-3 lead at 14:08 of the third. Paul and Sergachev were 
credited with the assists on Killorn’s first of the season. 

Soshnikov Mistake Leads to Backbreaking Goal 

Nikita Soshnikov was back in the lineup after being a healthy scratch for 
the last three games as Josh Bailey took a seat. Skating alongside Jean-
Gabriel Pageau and Oliver Wahlstrom, Soshnikov looked good early but 
had two giveaways, one costly. 

Rather than getting rid of the puck, on two separate chances, he took two 
big hits, which allowed Nick Paul to eventually score a backbreaking goal 
with one second to go in the second to give the Lightning a two-goal lead 
entering the third. 

There should be no shock if Soshnikov is out of the lineup for the game 
Sunday against the Florida Panthers. 

“I don’t think we thought the period was over,” Lambert said. “Mistakes 
happen, and that one hurt.” 

Romanov-Dobson Pair Separated 

Not even 20 minutes into the season’s fifth game, the Islanders’ 
rejuvenated second defensive pairing has been split up as the line 
tinkering continues for new head coach Lane Lambert.  

The hard-hitting Alexander Romanov was split up with the smooth-
skating Noah Dobson, with the former skating alongside Ryan Pulock. 
During the first period, Dobson was seen skating with Adam Pelech, 
perhaps the Islanders’ best defensive defenseman. 

“Well, we’re on the road,” New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert 
said. “In terms of their matchups and things like that, you know, we move 
some people around.” 

He clarified: 

“Like I said, we didn’t split them up because we weren’t seeing things. 
We split them up because we are on the road, and we can’t get the 
matchup we want.” 

We shall see if they remain separated Sunday against the Florida 
Panthers. 

Penalty Kill Remains Perfect 

The New York Islanders found themselves in the penalty box yet again 
but, yet again, killed off all three chances against. They allowed six total 
shots. The penalty kill is now an even 18 for 18 to start the young 
season. 

Netminder Ilya Sorokin has had to be the best penalty killer, as the 
Islanders allowed three of the six shots while short two players. 
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Goalie James Reimer and the San Jose Sharks shut out the Flyers, 3-0 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Oct 23, 2022 

 

On the second night of their second back-to-back of the week, the Flyers 
looked like a team that just got off a plane from a three-game road trip. 

The Flyers failed to get much going offensively and made costly 
defensive mistakes against the lowly San Jose Sharks in a 3-0 loss at the 
Wells Fargo Center on Sunday night. Goalie James Reimer earned the 
shutout, denying all 31 Flyers shots. When the Flyers weren’t putting 
pressure on Reimer, they were handing the puck back to their 
opponents, finishing the night with 13 giveaways to the Sharks’ four. 

“We have to learn how to play back-to-back games,” coach John 
Tortorella said. “We’ve played two sets of back-to-backs. In our second 
game, we absolutely don’t give ourselves a chance because of 
turnovers.” 

Tortorella wasn’t pleased with the performances of two of his top skaters, 
opting to bench center Kevin Hayes and winger Travis Konecny for the 
entire third period, the exact reasons for which he decided to keep “in the 
room.” Konecny was on the ice for two Sharks goals and Hayes was out 
there for one, both goals coming in the second period. According to 
Natural Stat Trick, Konecny had three giveaways on the night. 

Winger James van Riemsdyk left the game late in the first period after 
blocking a shot with his left hand and did not return. So, without van 
Riemsdyk and with Hayes and Konecny benched, the Flyers rolled with 
nine forwards for the third period. 
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Winger Joel Farabee scored on an odd-man rush on the power play in 
the first period, but the play was ruled offside and the goal came off the 
board. The Flyers later saw some of their most dangerous scoring looks 
in the third period, including a two-on-one chance between Farabee and 
center Morgan Frost. However, Frost was unable to jam the puck past 
Reimer. The Sharks scored an empty-netter with roughly four minutes 
remaining in the third period to put the game even further out of the 
Flyers’ reach. 

Since assuming the role as Flyers bench boss, Tortorella has preached 
the importance of his teams killing plays quickly in their own zone. The 
Flyers were inconsistent at that task, and they paid the price on the first 
Sharks goal of the night. 

The Flyers’ top line of Konecny, Hayes, and Farabee and the second 
defensive pairing of Travis Sanheim and Justin Braun couldn’t move the 
puck out of their own zone cleanly thanks to the Sharks’ aggressive 
forecheck. 

The Flyers turned the puck over, setting up scoring chances for the 
Sharks. Goalie Felix Sandström denied winger Timo Meier’s wrist shot, 
and while Sanheim won the puck battle on the rebound, Konecny turned 
it over with a careless pass to winger Alexander Barbanov at the top of 
the left faceoff circle. The sequence ended in a goal by defenseman Erik 
Karlsson from the right circle to put the Sharks up, 1-0. Tired skaters 
Sanheim and Braun were on the ice for 1:38, and the forwards were out 
there for roughly 54 seconds. 

Second-period slide 

The Sharks gained more ground in the second period, capitalizing on the 
Flyers’ mistakes in the defensive zone. With just a minute and a half 
remaining in the second period, Sandström passed the puck to 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo behind the net. DeAngelo let the puck go 
through his skates, and winger Matt Nieto recovered it. He passed the 
puck to defenseman Jaycob Megna at the blue line, who shot the puck 
from a distance on net. Center Steven Lorentz beat DeAngelo for 
positioning in front of the net, tipping the puck past Sandström to give the 
Sharks a two-goal lead. 

“It was on me,” DeAngelo said. “Wanted to hard-rim it and didn’t 
communicate in time, and I let it kind of go ... it went right up top, and 
then my guy gets back to the net, gets tipped there. So it’s on me. Sandy 
[Sandström] played really well.” 

The Flyers have cleaned up their act in the second period after struggling 
last season, but the Sharks’ two goals marked the first time the Flyers 
have given up a goal in the middle frame at home this season. 

Top-pairing offensive chemistry 

The Flyers’ new top defensive pairing for the 2022-23 season, DeAngelo 
and Ivan Provorov flaunted their blossoming offensive chemistry 
throughout the first period. Roughly seven and a half minutes into the 
game, Hayes hit a late-arriving Provorov with a pass at the point. The 25-
year-old defenseman drove to the crease with the puck, sending a wrist 
shot wide of Reimer. DeAngelo recovered the puck by the blue line and 
passed it back to Provorov, who then fed DeAngelo for a one timer. 

The duo was held scoreless, but they finished the game with a combined 
five shots on goal. 
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Undefeated goalie Carter Hart ‘has been a key’ to the Flyers’ early 
success 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Oct 23, 2022 

 

On the Flyers’road to being a harder team to play against, coach John 
Tortorella has said he expects mistakes to be made along the way. Each 
of the team’s four wins has had ugly moments, from turnovers to 
extended periods in the defensive zone, and the Flyers have yet to win 
the puck-possession battle in a single contest. 

But when your goaltender is playing lights-out, those mistakes become a 
bit easier to stomach. 

Flyers goalie Carter Hart is undefeated in his four starts this season, 
giving the Flyers chances to win when the competition outplays them. His 
.949 save percentage ranks second in the league among 28 goalies who 
have played four or more games and his 1.75 goals-against average is 
third. 

It’s a small sample size, but Hart’s hot start is even more impressive 
given the inconsistent defense playing in front of him. Hart is facing 34.3 
shots per 60 minutes (sixth among goalies) and ranks second in goals 
saved above average (5.93 per Evolving-Hockey). 

“He’s back to his old form, I guess you can call it,” defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo said. “But it’s up to us to make him confident in us as well. 
Make sure we’re playing good in front of him. I think we’ve done a decent 
job of that. But he’s bailed us out a few too many times.” 

Even if it’s too early for the statistics to have substantial meaning, Hart is 
passing the eye test early on. 

Once again, the Flyers did not play a flawless 60 minutes against the 
Nashville Predators on Saturday. But perfection isn’t Tortorella’s 
expectation — he implores the Flyers to play harder than their opponents 
and find ways to win. When the momentum started to slip away from the 
Flyers in the second period while they were up 2-0, Hart stood tall and 
didn’t give the Predators an inch. 

Hart faced nine unanswered shots in a span of 2½ minutes in the middle 
of the second period, which included a point-blank glove save on center 
Matt Duchene. The Predators could crack Hart only within the last few 
minutes of the third period during a 6-on-4 power play with their goalie 
pulled and the extra attacker on the ice. 

“He made some really big saves,” Tortorella said. “He’s been that way 
from the start, in all his starts. He looks calm. It’s not a lot of extra motion. 
He’s been a very big reason why we’ve kind of come away with some 
wins here.” 

But as much as Hart has bailed out the Flyers throughout each game, 
Tortorella also acknowledged that it’s his job, too. And Tortorella will 
continue to call on Hart to step up as the Flyers learn the right way to 
play. 

“No team wins with average goaltending,” Tortorella said. “For this group 
here, still trying to figure out how to defend, I think [we’re] improving each 
whack we have at it. He has been a key, because I think if pucks are 
going in and you have some struggles with coverages and all that, you’re 
kind of spinning your wheels.” 

Jackson Cates loaned to the Phantoms 

With the addition of center Lukáš Sedlák to the Flyers’ fourth line, the 
Flyers loaned center Jackson Cates to the Lehigh Valley Phantoms. 
Cates, 25, played three of the Flyers’ first five games of the season and 
averaged 8 minutes, 22 seconds of ice time. 

Now, Cates will see more ice time and responsibilities while playing in 
the American Hockey League. 

“I don’t have an opinion on him right now, because it’d be unfair for me to 
give you thoughts, because I just haven’t seen him play enough,” 
Tortorella said. “But he’ll get a ton of minutes down there. And I think 
that’s where he needs to be, instead of just playing four, five minutes and 
then sitting out a game.” 
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Breakaways 

Goalie Felix Sandström (32 saves on 36 shots in one start this season, a 
4-3 loss to the Florida Panthers on Wednesday) got the start in net 
Sunday against the San Jose Sharks. Sandström, 25, made his NHL 
debut against the Sharks last season, turning aside 43 of 46 shots in the 
Flyers’ 3-2 overtime loss in San Jose. He is still on the hunt for his first 
NHL win. 
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James Reimer blanks Flyers for 26th career shutout 

 

PUBLISHED October 23, 2022 at 10:14 p.m. | UPDATED: October 23, 
2022 at 10:19 p.m. 

By Kevin Cooney 

 

PHILADELPHIA — Eric Karlsson and Steven Lorentz scored in the 
second period, James Reimer stopped 31 shots for his 26th career 
shutout, and the San Jose Sharks beat Flyers 3-0 Sunday night. 

Nico Sturm added an empty-netter with just under 4 minutes remaining 
as the Sharks won for the second time in three games. San Jose 
snapped a season-opening five-game skid with an overtime win at the 
New York Rangers on Thursday night. 

Felix Sandstron had 22 saves for the Flyers, who took their first home 
loss and looked flat in the second of a back-to-back after a 3-1 win at 
Nashville Saturday night. 

Shortly after a goal by Philadelphia’s Joel Farabee was reversed by 
video replay after it was ruled that Scott Laughton was offsides on a 2-
on-1 break, Karlsson gave the Sharks the lead with a one-timer following 
a pass from Tomas Hertl at the top of the circle that whistled past 
Sandstrom’s right pad for his third goal of the season at 9:34 of the 
second. 

Lorentz made it 2-0 with 1:31 left in the middle period when he deflected 
a shoulder-high point shot from Jaycob Megna that snuck over 
Sandstrom’s glove. 

The rest of the night belong to Reimer, who made two critical saves on a 
Philadelphia power play in the third period to hold the Sharks’ two-goal 
lead. 

Flyers forward James van Riemsdyk did not return to the game after 
blocking a shot from Sharks forward Kevin Labanc with his hand. 

LINDBLOM RETURNS TO PHILLY 

San Jose LW Oskar Lindblom returned to Philadelphia for the first time in 
an opposing uniform. Lindblom was bought out of his contract during the 
offseason after playing parts of five seasons with the Flyers. In 2019, 
Lindblom was diagnosed with a rare form of bone cancer and was 
treated at the University of Pennsylvania Abramson Cancer Center. 

“I had a great time here,” Lindblom said before the game. “I loved it.” 

The organization played a tribute video to Lindblom during the first 
period, drawing an ovation and stick taps from both teams. 

EMPTY SEATS 

There were several empty seats at Wells Fargo Center on Sunday night. 
Part of the reason for that was the massive celebrations that were taking 
place in the streets around Philadelphia’s sports complex following the 

Phillies’ 4-3 series-clinching win over the San Diego Padres in Game 5 of 
the National League Championship Series. 
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Tortorella makes a point as Flyers come back to earth with loss to Sharks 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Before Sunday night's game, Tony DeAngelo talked about not getting too 
high on a 4-1-0 start to the season. 

"It's only five games in, so it really doesn't mean anything," the Flyers' 
defenseman said. "A lot of people go by five-game stretches; I'm not one 
of those people. It's a good start. A ton of room for improvement, which is 
a good thing. So you're sitting at 4-1, but knowingly, lots of room for 
improvement." 

In other words, it's a long season and things can change quickly in this 
game. 

The Flyers saw that with a 3-0 loss to the Sharks at the Wells Fargo 
Center. The night prior, the club beat the Predators to cap a 2-1-0 road 
trip, which was highlighted by a come-from-behind victory over the 
Lightning. 

Coming home, with the World Series-bound Phillies partying across the 
street, the Flyers (4-2-0) were blanked for the first time this season. 

Kevin Hayes and Travis Konecny had their ice time cut significantly in the 
third period. Neither player saw the ice and each finished the game with 
under 12 and a half minutes played. 

"I'm just going to keep that in the room," John Tortorella said of the 
reasoning behind both players being benched. 

What were his overall thoughts on the game? 

"Our whole performance, it sucked," the head coach said. 

The Sharks (2-6-0) picked up their first regulation win. San Jose finished 
things off on an empty-net goal with 3:54 minutes left. 

• Tortorella was clearly trying to make a point by not playing Hayes and 
Konecny during the final stanza. 

They've been two of the Flyers' best players. Hayes came in with eight 
points through five games, while Konecny had four goals. 

Sitting them is not solely about those two players. It's very much about 
making an example of your best players. 

That could be Tortorella's motive, that if somebody doesn't play the right 
way, they can sit. Even the go-to guys who have played well. 

"We weren't playing good enough," Konecny said. "I was on [the ice] for 
both goals." 

• The Flyers nearly had a 1-0 lead in the second period with a Joel 
Farabee goal. However, Sharks head coach David Quinn challenged the 
goal, claiming the Flyers were offside. The play was in fact offside, 
resulting in Farabee's goal being taken away. 

Tortorella's club seemed to lose some momentum and a struggling San 
Jose team found life. 

Over two minutes later, the Sharks grabbed the 1-0 advantage with a 
goal from Erik Karlsson. Then, with 1:31 left in the middle frame, Steven 
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Lorentz redirected a shot past Felix Sandstrom to extend San Jose's lead 
to 2-0. 

The Flyers had just two power play opportunities, one of them in the third 
period, but couldn't capitalize. 

"Our record's still pretty good," Konecny said. "We've been working hard. 
Obviously we don't want to lose like that. I don't think it changes 
everything, we're still a good hockey team, we're still going to bounce 
back, we're going to play hard every night. 

"That was definitely not a reflection of how we play our game. I think in 
the third period, that was more of our style, we were coming at them, we 
were getting pucks in and working hard. So if there's one thing you can 
take from it, it's the third." 

• The club lost James van Riemsdyk with under seven minutes left in the 
first period. 

The big winger blocked a shot and was unable to return to the game. 
There was no immediate word on his status. Tortorella didn't have an 
update postgame. 

Losing van Riemsdyk for any period of time would be costly for the 
Flyers. They're already without Cam Atkinson (upper body) and Owen 
Tippett (upper body) on the wing. Atkinson has yet to make his season 
debut and Tippett was injured in the first period of the season. 

Van Riemsdyk entered Sunday with five points (two goals, three assists) 
and a plus-5 rating through five games. 

Along with Atkinson and Tippett, defenseman Rasmus Ristolainen (lower 
body) remained out. 

Flyers lose James van Riemsdyk to injury, shut out by Sharks, 3-0 

• In his second start of the season, Sandstrom made 22 saves on 24 
shots. 

Carter Hart made 31 saves Saturday night in Nashville, Tennessee, 
leading the Flyers to a 3-1 win. 

"I'm not going to look by the good week they had prior to tonight's game," 
Tortorella said, acknowledging his team's positive road trip. "We won't 
see them tomorrow (off day), we'll get a couple of good days of practice 
and get back at it again." 

Sharks netminder James Reimer turned away 30 Flyers shots for the 
shutout. 

• Oskar Lindblom, an adored and admired player in Philadelphia, 
returned to the Wells Fargo Center for the first time as a visitor. 

The Swedish winger became beloved in the city amid his courageous 
battle with cancer. Lindblom had his life and career rocked in December 
2019, when he was diagnosed with Ewing's sarcoma, a rare form of 
cancer that occurs in bones or in the soft tissue around the bones. 

He missed the remainder of the 2019-20 regular season as he fought for 
his life. After completing his radiation treatments in July 2020, he 
remarkably returned to the Flyers' lineup for two games during the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs that September. 

Lindblom, a 2014 fifth-round draft pick who developed into an impactful 
player, had the final year of his three-year contract bought out by the 
Flyers in July. He played five years in Philadelphia. 

During a first-period stoppage, the Flyers played a video tribute for 
Lindblom on the Jumbotron. The 26-year-old received a standing ovation 
from fans as he saluted the crowd and his former teammates. 

Philly salutes Oskar Lindblom in his return. Very cool. 
pic.twitter.com/4I7U0WjzDL— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) October 23, 
2022 

Oskar Lindblom back in Philadelphia for first time as a visiting player. 
Tosses a puck to a fan holding his jersey. pic.twitter.com/cmzemkU7Ll— 
Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) October 23, 2022 

• The Flyers have three days before their next game. They host the 
Panthers on Thursday (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Florida handed the Flyers their other loss, a 4-3 decision last 
Wednesday. 

 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.24.2022 

1256269 Philadelphia Flyers 

 

Flyers come home 4-1-0 as Hart, Farabee spearhead win over Predators 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers finished with a winning road trip by beating the Predators, 3-1, 
Saturday night at Bridgestone Arena in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Carter Hart (31 saves) and Joel Farabee (one goal, two assists) led the 
way for the Flyers. 

And John Tortorella has led the Flyers to a surprising 4-1-0 start. 

The last time the Flyers won four of their first five games was 2011-12, 
when the club started 4-0-1. 

• Overall, a very positive three-game road swing for the Flyers. They 
went 2-1-0 and the loss was a 4-3 decision to the Panthers, last season's 
Presidents' Trophy winner. 

The Flyers had gone 0-6-4 in their last 10 matchups with the Lightning 
but rallied to beat them, 3-2. 

They hadn't beaten the Predators in Nashville since Dec. 4, 2016, but 
changed that Saturday night. 

Strong stuff from the Flyers. 

• Many viewed Hart as the Flyers' most pivotal player this season if the 
team wanted to be much more competitive than the 25-46-11 team from 
last season. 

Hart has shown why through his first four starts. The 24-year-old goalie is 
4-0-0 with a 1.75 goals-against average and .949 save percentage. 

In his career against the Predators, he's 3-0-0 with 92 saves on 98 shots. 
The only goal he allowed Saturday was when Nashville had a 6-on-4 
advantage with a late third-period power play and its net emptied. 

The blend of a veteran coach like Tortorella and a young goalie like Hart 
has been good so far. 

Predators netminder Juuse Saros stopped 22 of the Flyers' 25 shots. 

• Farabee was terrific in a three-point effort. It felt like only a matter of 
time for the 22-year-old winger to break out on the score sheet. He had 
yet to record a point entering the game, but was playing important 
minutes and had 13 shots, second most on the team. 

He made a well-rounded play to set up Kevin Hayes' game-opening goal 
in the first period. His marker came in the third period on an impressive 
shot. 

• Hayes has eight points (one goal, seven assists) through five games. 

Including the playoffs, the Flyers are 35-7-3 in games that he scores a 
goal. 

• A couple of concerns with the Flyers: 
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They're last in the league with a 38.1 faceoff win percentage. They 
clearly miss Claude Giroux and Sean Couturier in the dot. Faceoffs aren't 
everything, but they can go a long way in dictating possession. 

The Flyers have also been outshot 173-138. If that margin continues to 
grow, the Flyers could start to trend in the other direction. 

• Nick Seeler's first-period fight with Cole Smith was no cheapie. 

Tortorella really appreciates a good bout or a hard-nosed play because 
he sees those moments as building team camaraderie. The head coach 
made sure to meet Seeler at the tunnel in appreciation of the 
defenseman's fight. 

It definitely helped the Flyers. 

Fewer than two minutes later, Zack MacEwen, who knows all about 
fighting, scored a hard-working goal to cushion the Flyers' lead to 2-0. 

Punches landed! Nick Seeler and Cole Smith mix it up in heated fight 

• After being claimed off of waivers Wednesday, Lukas Sedlak was good 
in his Flyers debut. 

The 29-year-old forward had three quality scoring chances early in the 
second period on a long shift in the offensive zone as a Predator lost his 
stick. 

• Nashville defenseman Mark Borowiecki had to be stretchered off the ice 
after absorbing a check during the second period. 

The hit by Morgan Frost was innocuous and not malicious at all. It was 
an unfortunate and awkward play along the back boards. 

Both teams checked on Borowiecki — who was seen moving via the 
television broadcast — as he was taken off the ice. 

• The Flyers are right back at it Sunday when they host the Sharks (7 
p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Oskar Lindblom makes his first return to Philadelphia as a visitor. The 
beloved Swedish winger had the final year of his three-year contract 
bought out by the Flyers in July and then signed a two-year deal with the 
Sharks. 
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Ralph Macchio details love for Islanders, NY sports and whether ‘Karate 
Kid’ is a sports movie 

 

Josh Cooper 

 

When Ralph Macchio is at a sporting event and hears “You’re the Best” 
by Joe Esposito blasting through the speakers, he has a good idea 
what’s coming next. His face will appear on the video board, and then 
he’ll have to do something to pump up the crowd. 

“It’s met with such a roar of fandom,” the star of the “Cobra Kai” television 
series and “The Karate Kid” movies said. 

Macchio doesn’t hide from these moments. He relishes them, and he 
doesn’t seem to enjoy them for egotistical reasons. It’s mostly because of 
the connection he’s able to create among the fans who care about him 
and the character he’s played. This is a theme of his book “Waxing On: 
The Karate Kid and Me,” in which Macchio discusses how landing the 
role to play Daniel LaRusso in the 1984 classic “The Karate Kid” did so 
much for him and others who found common ground with the film and its 
themes. The book was released last week. 

Thanks to everyone who has already pre-ordered WAXING ON! The 
response has been amazing! Early reviews are starting to come in! 
@kirkusreviews: “Macchio’s sweet, nostalgic memoir is as family-friendly 
and instructive as its inspiration.” https://t.co/7tB5fAlFjm 
pic.twitter.com/SMuluzlV1U 

— Ralph Macchio (@ralphmacchio) July 28, 2022 

The 60-year-old Macchio — a massive Islanders fan who went to their 
season opener the night before this interview — took time to talk to The 
Athletic about his relationship with that team, his relationship with New 
York City sports teams and how “Cobra Kai,” a streaming show on Netflix 
that’s a continuation of “The Karate Kid” and just aired Season 5, has 
figured out a way to weave sports into its show. Macchio additionally 
weighed in on a longtime debate of whether “The Karate Kid” is indeed a 
sports movie. 

(Questions and answers have been edited for clarity and length.) 

How deep is your relationship with the Islanders? Do you know Jon 
Ledecky or anyone else around the team? 

I do. I was just with (Ledecky at the season opener). We don’t meet on 
Fridays for poker, but they know me, I know them. They know I’m a fan. I 
support the team. I did something with the opening ceremony … it’s just 
fun. I love the new arena. It’s really fantastic. This is sort of, like, the real 
first season. Last season was difficult because it wasn’t finished yet, and 
then (several players caught) COVID-19, and we had a terrible start and 
never got out of it. But hopefully, brighter news for the future and (they) 
get back into the playoffs. That was fun, two seasons ago (when they 
made the Stanley Cup semifinals). That was a blast. 

How has your relationship with the Islanders grown from just being a fan 
as a kid to being shown on the video board? Was that happening actively 
in the ’80s and ’90s also, or is this more of a recent phenomenon? How 
has this developed? 

I would say for the ’90s, first of all, there weren’t any (video boards), and 
you never saw video Images in the ’80s on the scoreboard, at least to my 
recollection. Certainly not at the Nassau Coliseum. We were not at the 
forefront of technology at the old barn. So, it was later on, and once they 
could show clips, I would hear “(You’re) the Best Around,” and I would 
know in a second I would be up on the scoreboard — and more so 
recently. But even before “Cobra Kai,” it would happen. 

In the early 2000s, anytime I would be at a game and they would know I 
was at the game, that little camera guy would kneel down in front, and I 
knew it was coming. I would always advise with my son, my daughter 
and my wife; I’d be like, “How’s my hair? How do I look, because I’m 
going up?” Now it’s met with such a roar of fandom with the kids because 
of “Cobra Kai.” That’s what’s so amazing about that show and what I 
write in my memoir in my book: The uniqueness is something that is 
equal parts nostalgia yet contemporary relevance. I can talk about that 
almost 40-year journey in those shoes and what it’s been like. That’s 
what, hopefully, people grasp onto. It’s a truthful conversation about what 
it’s been like for me. 

Mark your  . 12/23 is @ralphmacchio #bobblehead night. 

Get your   now @ https://t.co/P4jFH0uTOD #AllForIsles 
pic.twitter.com/oaJXBB6PEa 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) October 25, 2016 

You’re talking about the journey in the ’90s when you’re shown on TV. 
There are people born in the ’80s who are cheering. Now you go on the 
video board, and there are 10-year-olds to 50-year-olds cheering. I was 
listening to Martin Kove on Rich Eisen’s show, and he was talking about 
how “Cobra Kai” spans so many ages. 

It really does. I get a lot of parents who say, “Thanks for giving me 
something I can watch with my kids.” You’re the most uncool person on 
the planet to your kids when they get to a certain age. Now “Cobra Kai” 
makes everybody cool. They’ll sit and watch “The Karate Kid,” or 
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sometimes, the kids will back themselves into the original movie 
franchise. Some know the movie franchise and watch the show, but 
some, it’s their favorite show. They watch it and their friends are like, 
“Wait a second, this is where it starts?” That’s really kind of very unique. I 
write to that, as well. It’s really a four-quadrants show as they call it. It’s 
fathers and sons and mothers and daughters, grandparents and kids all 
getting a little something out of that piece of entertainment. 

What was your thought when you saw Martin Kove (John Kreese from 
“Cobra Kai” and “The Karate Kid”) partying with the Stanley Cup on 
Instagram? Have you seen that? 

I have. I actually have to mention that (to him), too. We haven’t spoken 
about it. I don’t know if he’s been to enough hockey games to have had 
the privilege to party with the Stanley Cup. But, it’s great. Listen, I am a 
hockey fan. I’ve always been a hockey fan with the Islanders and the 
dynasty team of my childhood with four straight Stanley Cups. I, so often, 
run into people that don’t get it. They’re like, “What? Hockey? Why 
hockey?” Especially from the West Coast, or whatever. Anytime it can be 
brought to the attention of the masses and if John Kreese, aka Martin 
Kove, gets to do that, I’m cheering for it. 

I saw a picture of him with Jacob Bertrand (Eli “Hawk” Moskowitz on 
“Cobra Kai”) and Gianni DeCenzo (Demetri Alexopoulos on “Cobra Kai”) 
at a Flames game. And immediately, my mind went to, “Are they filming 
‘Cobra Kai’ in Calgary now? What is going on?” 

They were doing a Comic-Con in Calgary. These comic conventions 
have become such a big place to promote and appear. “Cobra Kai” and 
“The Karate Kid,” certainly. “Cobra Kai” is right in that wheelhouse. Even 
though it’s like not a superhero, “Star Trek” or “Star Wars,” it has that 
kind of fandom. Calgary supposedly has a big one. When you go into 
town, they offer you things to do. If you go to Chicago, it’s tickets to the 
Cubs. If you go to Dallas, it’s a Cowboys game. You try to time it out, so I 
think that’s what they might have been doing at that time. But I’m the true 
hockey guy on the “Cobra Kai” show. It’s not even close. 

I was going to ask about that and how they weave hockey into “Cobra 
Kai.” I think it was Season 2 when you and the Robby Keene character 
(played by Tanner Buchanan) were training out in the woods, and you 
said something like, “I have got to get the (Devils) score.”  

It makes sense because LaRusso, the character, is from New Jersey, so 
he would be a Devils fan! And Macchio is from Long Island, so I’m an 
Islanders fan. The writers of the show enjoy that. One of our writers is a 
big Philadelphia Flyers fan. As a matter of fact, we had a bet somewhere 
in the season when the Flyers played the Islanders in the first pandemic 
playoffs, and the Islanders beat them. The bet was the other person had 
to wear the other (team’s) jersey to the first day of shooting on Season 4, 
and he showed up in the Islanders jersey. 

There is a hockey scene in Season 4 of “Cobra Kai” where LaRusso is 
confronted by four hockey guys, and he has to take them all down, and 
Johnny Lawrence, Billy Zabka’s character, just sets them up for a little bit 
of a strike-first element, where I learn a lesson from the “Johnny 
Lawrence School.” We’re at a minor-league hockey game, and you have 
to take out five guys. Really fun scene. I’ve always wanted to bring that to 
the Islanders game — or to any hockey game — and put it on the 
scoreboard. 

It’s about fighting, so I don’t think the NHL wants to promote that part of 
it. Back in the day, you could make a movie all about fighting. Hockey is 
just a great sport. I mean, the fighting part is not what I find great. The 
competition and the fluidity, the speed of the game, the execution and 
athleticism … it’s awesome. We’ve got writers who love it, and myself, so 
that’s why it gets peppered into the “Cobra Kai” world. Equally, there’s a 
Keith Hernandez bobblehead on my desk at LaRusso Auto. 

Before that episode aired, I hadn’t watched it yet, and somebody texted 
me and said, “Look for the bobblehead on LaRusso’s desk.” 

Jon Hurwitz, one of our writers and creators of “Cobra Kai,” is a massive 
Mets fan, so that was his doing. I threw out the first pitch (at a Mets 

game) during Season 1, when the show was on YouTube, I think the day 
after it came out. Zabka was behind the plate, and I was on the mound, 
and I threw a high, outside one. Thankfully, he’s over 6 feet tall, so he 
snagged it and made me not look like a fool. It was a good partnership. 
So, the first pitch at the Mets game, that was fun. 

Have any players slid into your DMs just to tell you how much they like 
the show? I know there was the thing with the Capitals, which must have 
been just surreal. What was that like? 

That was crazy. They gave out the “Cobra Kai” headband to the offensive 
player of the game, and they gave the Miyagi-Do headband to the 
defensive player of the game, and they did it the whole 2020-21 season 
with (coach Peter Laviolette). 

Pain does not exist in this dojo.#ALLCAPS pic.twitter.com/xONJnNyZVh 

— Washington Capitals (@Capitals) January 15, 2021 

Ex-Islanders coach! 

It felt like they’ve all been ex-Islander coaches. They just cycle through. 
But yeah, that’s right. That was cool. I actually did a toss back to the 
Washington Capitals, their broadcast. They had me on, but I still 
supported my (Islanders) fandom. The Mets did a little crossover thing a 
couple of weeks ago. It was actually a terrible game; they lost to the 
Cubs. They were swept by the Cubs. Everyone talks about being swept 
by the Braves at the end of the season. But being swept by the Braves, 
they’re an elite team. Being swept by the Cubs, that’s where you lost 
your (division lead at the) end of your season. 

But it was Islanders Night at Citi Field. Josh Bailey and Adam Pelech and 
Ross Johnston, a couple of (other) guys were there. It was fun to take 
pictures with Bailey’s kids and talk a little bit about the upcoming season 
while I was at a Mets game. So, I had two of my teams. My Jets are 
doing OK for what the (NFL) predictions were, so we’ll see how that 
goes. It’s fun, I enjoy sports. I enjoy them with my son, my family. It’s 
New York. It’s what’s grounded me. 

I was just talking to someone previously about how I never sort of slipped 
down the slippery slope of drugs, alcohol and problems like that during 
the lean years or during the times where it gets so in your face, and how I 
avoided it. I said, “Because my sports teams were doing well so I wanted 
to go back to New York to go to the game.” Maybe that’s what kept me 
out of going down a dark path, that the Islanders were good. The Mets 
were good. So, I wanted to get home to go to Game 6 of the 1986 World 
Series. 

It seems like you always enjoy being there at sporting events. I’m a 
reporter, I’ve been in these locations where celebrities walk in and they 
think they own the place. You don’t seem to do that. You just walk in and 
you’re like, “I’m so thrilled and grateful for this experience.” 

For sure. But on the flip side of that, I do take advantage of when I can 
be in a suite. I was in a suite (at the season opener), and at a Mets 
game, I was invited into the owner’s suite. So, I’d be lying to say, “I want 
to sit in the last row and freeze to death and have beer spilled on me.” 
I’ve done my share of that. I’ve lived long enough. I’ll take the soft, 
cushiony seat when I can. But (when) I’m at someone else’s house, I’m a 
guest and I want to be entertained, have a good time and cheer on the 
team and see some good competition. That’s the way I look at it. 

When I was listening to Kove on Eisen’s show, he said that “The Karate 
Kid” is not a sports movie. I read your book and I’m like, “I think he might 
be right,” but it was still listed on The Athletic’s top 100 sports movies. 
What do you think? 

That’s an ongoing debate. I do touch on that in the book. John Avildsen 
(director of “Rocky” and “The Karate Kid”) said “Rocky” is a love story 
and “The Karate Kid” is a father-and-son story. Are they sports movies? 
Is “Hoosiers” a sports movie? Yes. Is “Rudy” a sports movie? Yes. “Field 
of Dreams?” Yes. “The Natural?” Yes. “The Karate Kid?” No? Well, 
karate is not a cool … well, now it might be different. With “Cobra Kai,” 
karate is front and center. But karate is not basketball, baseball, hockey 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2022 

 

or football. I think if “The Karate Kid” was a football player, maybe it 
would be considered a sports movie. I don’t know. It’s athletic, and 
martial arts is a sport, I can promise you. It’s probably, I think, it’s 
mentorship, fatherhood, coming of age before it’s a sports movie. But let 
the debate go on because that means they are still talking about it. That’s 
how I look at it. 
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NHL99: Alexander Mogilny’s brilliance and his curious absence from the 
Hall of Fame 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In the century-plus history of the NHL, only six players have ever scored 
more than 75 goals in a season. It’s an almost incomprehensible feat, 
especially in today’s era when a player even nudging 60 is seen as a 
stunning achievement. To get there, a player needs to score nearly a 
goal per game over the course of a full season, a level of production that 
even legendary scorers like Mike Bossy, Alexander Ovechkin, Pavel 
Bure and Jaromir Jagr never reached. 

Of the six players to top 75 goals, five are in the Hockey Hall of Fame. 
Three of them — Phil Esposito, Teemu Selanne and Brett Hull — made it 
in as soon as they became eligible. Two more, Wayne Gretzky and Mario 
Lemieux, made it even sooner, with the Hall waiving its three-year 
waiting period to induct them early. 

The sixth member of the 75-goal club isn’t in the Hall of Fame at all. Not 
yet, anyway, despite over a decade of eligibility. It stands as one of the 
Hall’s most inexcusable oversights, and we need to talk about it. But to 
tell the story of Alexander Mogilny — who comes it at No. 89 on our list of 
the top 100 players in modern NHL history — we have to go back further 
than that monster 1992-93 season. We need to go back to the beginning, 
to the story of how a 20-year-old phenom changed the NHL forever. 

It can be hard to imagine for the current generation of NHL fans who’ve 
been raised on the genius of Russian stars like Ovechkin, Kirill Kaprizov, 
Nikita Kucherov and Evgeni Malkin, but there was a time when Soviet 
players just weren’t part of the league’s landscape. 

By the 1989 offseason, only two Soviet players had ever appeared in the 
NHL — Viktor Nechayev, who’d played three games for the Kings in 
1982, and Sergei Priakin, who’d played two games for the Flames that 
spring. With all due respect to both players, neither was anything 
approaching a star by the time they made their way to North America, 
and their arrivals were viewed as little more than a historical curiosity. 
The true Soviet stars of the era were barred from playing in the NHL by 
their government, a state of affairs that hockey fans had simply come to 
accept. NHL teams would occasionally use late draft picks on a Soviet 
star, but only as wishful thinking, a longshot gamble on some distant 
future. 

That future arrived unexpectedly in May 1989, and it was Mogilny who 
ushered it in. A 20-year-old star-in-waiting, Mogilny had made 
international headlines at the 1989 world juniors, part of an unstoppable 
line that include Pavel Bure and Sergei Fedorov. Now he was part of the 
Soviet gold medal entry in that spring’s World Championships in 
Stockholm. 

That’s when a fateful phone call was made to Don Luce, then the Sabres’ 
head of player development. The Sabres had rolled the dice by drafting 
Mogilny in the fifth round in 1988, but now the young star was calling with 
a stunning proposition: He wanted to become the first Soviet player to 
defect, and he wanted to do it now. 

This wasn’t some small procedural matter. Defection meant risking 
everything to leave his home country behind, perhaps permanently. The 
Soviet government would never allow a player like Mogilny to leave of his 
own accord, and the reprisals would be severe if any hint of such a plan 
leaked out. Mogilny and the Sabres had one chance to pull this off, and 
failure wasn’t an option. 

Luce and Sabres GM Gerry Meehan got on a plane for a secret trip to 
Sweden. They still weren’t sure that Mogilny was serious, or that he 
would ultimately be willing to go through with it, but the two sides had put 
a plan in place to meet. As told by Meehan in this nail-biting Sportsnet 
documentary, that plan quickly fell apart when Soviet officials got wind of 
the plot, leading to what essentially became a game of international 
cloak-and-dagger. Mogilny and the Sabres executives went into hiding 
while waiting for a flight, convinced that they were being followed and 
their calls were being traced. After a tense two days, the group made it 
onto a flight back to the United States. 

The escapade made headlines around the world. Initially, furious Soviet 
officials vowed reprisals, accusing Mogilny of being a military deserter. 
But it quickly became apparent that Mogilny’s exit would be a literal 
game-changer; several veteran Soviet stars were eventually granted 
permission to head to the NHL, including known names like Viacheslav 
Fetisov, Igor Larionov and Sergei Makarov. With the door now cracked 
open, younger players like Fedorov and Bure followed in the seasons to 
come, and within a few years the sight of Soviet players on NHL rosters 
had become routine. 

For his part, Mogilny’s rookie season was solid but hardly spectacular, as 
he scored 15 goals and 43 points while not appearing on a single Calder 
ballot. But despite his meager numbers, he’d already changed the face of 
the league. 

If Mogilny had never stepped back onto NHL ice after that barrier-
breaking rookie season, he’d still rank among the most influential players 
in league history. But this isn’t a list that’s meant to honor influence, but 
rather greatness. So let’s get to that part of his story. 

Mogilny followed his so-so rookie season with a 30-goal sophomore 
campaign that he capped off with his first career hat trick, then scored 39 
more in just 67 games in 1991-92. (He missed 10 games after being 
suspended for slapping a linesman.) By now he was regularly producing 
highlight-reel plays, establishing himself as one of the league’s best 
skaters while showing off a skill level that few stars could match. When 
he was on, he was unstoppable, which made you wonder what would 
ever happen if he stayed on for a full season. 

In 1992-93, we found out. Mogilny opened the season with a hat trick 
against the Nordiques and never really slowed down. He scored 17 goals 
through his first 20 games, and wasn’t held pointless in back-to-back 
games until December. During one jaw-dropping stretch around New 
Years, he had 13 goals in just five games, and he’d go on to post a pair 
of four-goal games within two weeks of each other in February. His only 
cold streak came at the very end of the season; after scoring 74 goals in 
his first 70 games, he was held off the board in six straight before scoring 
twice in the season finale to finish the year with 76 goals. 

It was one of the greatest offensive years the NHL had ever seen, even 
as it was arguably lost among some of the other headlines in what ended 
up being a season for the ages. Combined with linemate Pat 
LaFontaine’s 148-point output, Mogilny established the typically ho-hum 
Sabres as one of the league’s must-see teams. He’d become that rare 
player that you’d pay to see and that you’d point out to your kids. “Watch 
that guy, there’s a good chance he’s going to do something you’ve never 
seen before.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 24, 2022 

 

The Sabres’ dream season continued through a Round 1 victory over the 
Bruins that was capped off by the memorable May Day goal. But Mogilny 
suffered an ugly broken leg in Round 2 against the Canadiens, a moment 
that was quickly followed by a knee injury to LaFontaine later in the same 
game. The Sabres lost the series, and while nobody knew it at the time, 
that would essentially spell the end of the unstoppable 
Mogilny/LaFontaine combo; what seemed to be the backbone of the 
Sabres’ future would go on to play only 38 more games together in 
Buffalo. 

(Glenn Cratty / Allsport) 

After you’ve scored 76 goals in a season, what do you do for an encore? 
Can you ever reach that level again? 

Unless you’re Gretzky, the answer is no; he’s the only two-time member 
of the club. Mogilny never really came close in the 12 seasons he’d play 
before hanging up his skates in 2006, as scoring rates around the league 
plummeted. But he was hardly some one-hit-wonder; he’d hit the 55-goal 
mark in 1995-96, had 43 at the height of the clutch-and-grab era in 2000-
01, and ended up scoring 30 or more in eight seasons. 

He was traded to the Canucks during the 1995 offseason in a 
blockbuster deal that saw Buffalo land a young Mike Peca, and that set 
Mogilny up to reunite with Bure. He hit the 50-goal and 100-point marks 
for the second time in his first year in Vancouver before injuries began to 
drag at his production. He was sent to the Devils at the 2000 deadline, 
where he’d win his first Stanley Cup, then go on to sign with the Maple 
Leafs for three seasons before returning to New Jersey for one last post-
lockout year. 

His stint in Toronto was perhaps most memorable for his 2002-03 
season, one that saw him produce better than a point per game while 
also winning the Lady Byng; when the awards ceremony was held, he 
declined to show up and accept the award. 

He retired after that 2005-06 Devils season, finishing just 10 games shy 
of 1,000 for his career. His totals included 473 goals, 1,032 points, two 
postseason all-star honors and a highlight reel that few stars of the era 
could match. 

While those numbers may not rank him among the all-time greats, it’s 
also true that few could match him at the peak of his powers. He’d 
become one of the most respected players in the game, with a skill set 
that aged well even in a defense-first era. If you’re a little too young to 
have appreciated Alexander Mogilny, think of the magic of Pavel Datsyuk 
without the dominant two-way game but with more offense. Including, 
you know, a 76-goal season. 

So how is this guy not in the Hockey Hall of Fame? 

It’s a good question, and it’s one we’ve been asking around these parts 
for years now. We’ve done two mock inductions at The Athletic, and 
we’ve put Mogilny in both times (including once on the first ballot). But 
the real-life committee hasn’t deemed him worthy yet. 

The case against him is a hard one to make. According to Hockey 
Reference’s similarity scores, Mogilny’s four closest peers are Fedorov, 
Jari Kurri, Paul Kariya and Bryan Trottier, all of whom are in. We already 
covered the short list of players who’ve had an offensive year like he had. 
And that’s before you factor in his role in changing the league itself. 

So what’s going on? We can’t know because the highly secretive 
committee never tells us anything about their discussions, but we can 
take some guesses. It’s possible that they’re fixated on those career 
numbers and want somebody who finished with 500 goals or well north of 
1,000 points. (Although that didn’t stop them from inducting Kariya, Yvan 
Cournoyer or the Sedins.) Maybe they’re simply not interested in his 
historical importance as the NHL’s first Soviet star. (But they certainly 
seemed to consider Václav Nedomanský’s history as the first Czech 
defector when they inducted him in 2019.) Maybe they want to see more 
all-star honors or Hart votes. (Even as that didn’t seem to matter for Dino 
Ciccarelli, Marian Hossa or Guy Carbonneau, among more than a few 
others.) 

There’s another possibility — Mogilny was occasionally described as 
being kind of a character, which is a nice way of saying that he 
sometimes came across as a bit of a jerk. I’ve had a few people suggest 
that they weren’t sure he’d even bother to attend his own induction 
ceremony, and that could rub the committee members the wrong way. 
You hope that’s not it, but who knows. 

I still think he gets in someday, and hopefully, it’s soon. In the meantime, 
he’ll have to console himself with a different honor: Being one of the 100 
best players of the modern era. Let us know if you’re going to show up to 
pick up your trophy, Alex. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After jerseys thrown, Canucks feel fan frustrations: 'It's 
something that hits home' 

'We hold ourselves to better standard then that': Canucks frustrated after 
sixth straight loss 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – When the first jersey fell from the sky Saturday night, no 
more halting than if fish or frogs had plummeted from the heavens, Curtis 
Lazar was quickly off the Vancouver Canucks' bench to scoop it from the 
ice. 

Lazar was not only wearing a similar jersey, having signed with the 
Canucks as a free agent last summer, but the 27-year-old from Vernon 
has been cheering that sweater most of his life. 

"It's the history of it," Lazar explained Sunday morning at Rogers Arena. 
"I've grown up a fan. It's not only about us. It's the present and the past 
— the Sedins (Canuck Hall-of-Famers Daniel and Henrik), the Stan 
Smyls, the Orland Kurtenbachs, the list goes on and on with guys that 
have worn that jersey and been proud to represent this organization and 
this city.” 

Twice again towards the end of the Canucks’ 5-1 home-opener loss to 
the Buffalo Sabres, ticket-buying fans, the VIPs of the National Hockey 
League team's broad fan base, protested what appears to be another 
broken promise by discarding their home jerseys on the ice. 

"My jersey got thrown on the ice last year and I'll never forget that for as 
long as I play," Canuck captain Bo Horvat recalled. "It's something that 
hits home, and when you see it again happening this year, it definitely 
sucks. But I understand their frustration. 

"We haven't really given them much to cheer about. It's been a lot of 
years in the rebuild stage and. . . at this point in the season, it just feels 
like it's never going to happen, like we’re never going to win again." 

The Canucks have started 0-4-2 in a season when a return to the Stanley 
Cup playoffs was officially declared the organization’s firm target. 

Vancouver led or was tied in the third period of the first five games, and 
on Saturday trailed the Sabes only 2-1 before yielding three more goals 
to the visitors in a dismal third period that ended with raining jerseys and 
boos. 

Through these six games, the Canucks have been outscored 15-1 after 
40 minutes. 

That makes even less sense than a fan uprising with 76 games, including 
another 40 at home, remaining. 

"I feel like it's warranted by the way we played, especially near the end of 
the game," Lazar said of the fan unrest, fuelled as much by the last 
seven years as the last seven minutes on Saturday. "Every game this 
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year we've had our chance to win (in the third period) and our response 
hasn't been there. That's an area that we need to find that urgency and 
come together within this dressing room. 

"The fans are passionate; that's the great thing about playing here. They 
want to see a response, and we want to see a response ourselves. You 
can talk about those external things, the fans and what everyone's 
probably saying about us, but it comes down to what we have in this 
dressing room. We do believe we have a good team — a lot better than 
we've been showing. But it's what I said to you before: Words are one 
thing, actions are another." 

'It's totally embarrassing': Boudreau on seeing Canucks jerseys thrown 
on ice 

Coach Bruce Boudreau, who questioned the professionalism of his 
players in his post-game press conference on Saturday, ran his team 
through a brisk, 30-minute practice at Rogers Arena. 

He changed his forward lines again, moving key centre J.T. Miller, who 
has been a hologram of the 99-point play driver he was last season, back 
to the wing on a line with Bo Horvat and Ilya Mikheyev. Elias Pettersson 
and Vasily Podkolzin were joined by Nils Hoglander, while rookie Andrei 
Kuzmenko was dropped to a new third line centred by fellow freshman 
Nils Aman. 

Lazar moved from wing to centre on the fourth line, which is where 
veteran Tanner Pearson has landed. 

None of this is what Lazar envisioned when he left the perennially-
competitive Boston Bruins as a free agent in July to sign in his home 
province with the Canucks, who had impressed him with their 32-15-10 
finish under Boudreau last season. 

"Right now, we're not forcing teams to beat us," he said. "It's that mental 
battle of what we can do on the execution side of things. But it's in here. 
This schedule, this league, I mean, there's no pity parties, no easy 
games. And that's the challenge you like as a professional athlete: you've 
got to be at your best each and every game. You take a lot of pride in 
your job. 

"Everyone's got a little bit more to give. But we do know that there's that 
sense of urgency that if things don't turn around, well, changes happen. 
We're all just a piece of the puzzle. And all those pieces are 
interchangeable." 

Including the coaching piece. Boudreau is working in the final year of a 
contract that president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford noted on 
national television Saturday was inherited. 

After Hours: Canucks president Rutherford doesn't want to blame poor 
start on injuries 

Boudreau said Sunday it has been "a few years" since he was as 
disappointed in his players as he was after the loss to the Sabres. It has 
been at least that long since a Canucks coach publicly blasted his 
players the way Boudreau did. 

"I don't know if they take it the wrong way," Boudreau said. "I just tell the 
truth. And I tell the truth to their face. It's not something I'm saying, 'Oh, 
well, this won't get out if I talk to you guys.' I know it's getting out. But, I 
mean, I'll tell them the same thing. When they're good, I tell them they're 
really good. When they're bad, heck, they're pretty smart guys, too. They 
see it. And I told them, I said: 'Hey, I think I'm not doing my job properly 
right now. And that's one of the reasons we're losing.' There's a whole 
combination of all of us . . . we've got to get a little bit better.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes, one of Rutherford’s old teams and a stronger 
opponent than any of the six who have beaten the Canucks so far, visit 
Rogers Arena on Monday. 

• Goal-less winger Brock Boeser did not practise Sunday on what 
Boudreau called a maintenance day, and the coach said top defenceman 
Quinn Hughes is out day to day with an undisclosed injury. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: How Avalanche aim to avoid Stanley Cup 
hangover 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

DENVER - If only it were as easy as taking an Advil and chugging a big 
glass of water or two, maybe getting a little extra rest for good measure. 

For many years, coaches, players and front office folks have been 
looking for the all-encompassing cure for the dreaded Stanley Cup 
hangover, with varying levels of success to show for it. 

When a team plays deep into the spring and completes the arduous 
journey to reach the top of the proverbial mountain, it comes with a cost, 
both physical and emotional. 

The long spring usually turns into a short summer and after reaching the 
pinnacle, gearing up for a new 82-game season can sometimes be a 
challenge. 

Should the Avalanche be looking to acquire Jonathan Toews from 
Blackhawks? 

After overcoming their own playoff demons by defeating the two-time 
defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning in six games last June, the 
Colorado Avalanche are looking to settle into their own title defence and 
they’ve charted a clear path as they work to incorporate some new 
pieces while also looking for internal and external players to fill the void 
after some key departures in free agency. 

“Accountability,” said Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar. “Deep down, 
our guys that we have locked up, our core guys, they’re not going to rest 
on their success, nor am I. The success we had last year, we’re all 
hungry to go do it again. We have a different group here, a lot of new 
guys, so getting those guys - and getting ourselves back to the same 
standard we held ourselves to last year as quickly as possible is key. 

“Pushing one another, reminding one another what it’s supposed to look 
like, what is acceptable behaviour, what’s unacceptable behaviour, what 
is acceptable behaviour, what’s not acceptable when it comes to the 
performance of our team without letting each other off the hook. That’s 
how teams get there and win.” 

There have been a few hiccups for the Avalanche as they’ve gotten off to 
a 3-2-1 start, but their foundation for success has been built not just 
through the title run, but by learning from the disappointments along the 
way. 

“One of the biggest steps our team took last year, as opposed to the 
previous seasons, is that the players were holding each other 
accountable more often, in a positive way. That constructive criticism was 
accepted by members of our team because they knew we wanted to win 
and that’s where we were going,” said Bednar. “It was going to have to 
get better and better and we kept trying to push that standard throughout 
the year and we’re going to try to do it again. It will be up to the players to 
kind of get into that same mode again, where we’re just pushing to get 
better and process over results and I believe we can do it with the 
leadership we have in our room.” 

Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog is the driving force behind that 
leadership group, but he’s going to miss roughly 12 weeks after 
undergoing arthroscopic knee surgery last week. 

That’s a blow both on and off the ice, but it also provides an opportunity 
for others to step up, both in terms of on-ice performance and expanding 
their respective voices in the leadership department. 
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To enjoy sustained success, the Avalanche realize there are certain 
things required to maintain that gold standard they’ve worked so hard to 
establish. 

“We just have to control what we can accomplish and that’s to keep the 
standard the way that it has been the last three or four years and make it 
even better and play better,” said Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon, 
who signed an eight-year extension during the off-season that makes him 
the highest paid player in the NHL next season. “Whether the other team 
plays great or bad, that’s up to them. We’re just trying to give our best. 
It’s a long season and the way that we built last year and fine tuned our 
game, we didn’t judge our game off wins or losses, it’s just (about) how 
we played. We had a really good resilience to our team last season and 
we’re going to have to have that again. 

“We’re looking to get another one, obviously. But that group that we won 
with, you’re kind of linked forever now, which is a cool feeling. We’d love 
to get more though.” 

Avalanche's MacKinnon turns on jets and goes top shelf to score 
breakaway goal 

Veteran forward Andrew Cogliano is a veteran of more than 1,100 NHL 
games who was acquired prior the NHL trade deadline and it didn’t take 
him long to see something special was brewing. 

“You know what, that’s the ultimate compliment and that’s what drives us. 
It’s an idea that we want to be the best team,” said Cogliano, asked 
about the aforementioned gold standard. “Obviously, we won last year 
and you want that confidence and you want that confidence to be the 
team that teams want to chase. It’s not about wondering or waiting 
around or getting caught up in that. When you feel that you’re wanting to 
feel like you are the best, that’s what should drive you as an athlete and 
a competitor. 

“It’s a very high standard here, from the coaching staff and also from our 
top players. That’s one thing I’ve noticed coming here in a short amount 
of time. (Bednar) does an unbelievable job in terms of pushing us and 
making us the best possible team with the systems, with how we play, 
with his mindset and to be honest, that drives our players the same way. 
When you have guys like Nate (MacKinnon) and Cale (Makar) and some 
of these high-end players pushing that pace every day, it forces other 
guys to do the same." 

Accountability is a buzzword that gets thrown around often and it’s 
something all winning teams have in common, but finding a way to 
ensure those high standards don’t slip can occasionally be a challenge. 

“That was something that when I came in last year, that was really 
evident to me. Winning was the only goal and if you weren’t coming in, 
you weren’t focusing and you weren’t doing what you needed to do, 100 
per cent to win, guys would notice that and they would call you out or 
whatever it was,” said Avalanche defenceman Josh Manson, another 
trade-deadline acquisition that decided to stick around. “It created this 
culture where you didn’t want to slack off because you knew that other 
people were seeing it. That’s something that we need to maintain this 
year, being able to watch over guys and call them out if things aren’t 
going the right way to hold that culture because it’s hard to establish that 
culture and it’s then it’s even harder to hold that culture.” 

Part of being the defending champion is needing to be ready to go every 
single night because they’ve become the team that all clubs want to see 
how they measure up against. 

“I feel like for us, we know every single night we're going to be the team 
to beat. And that's what makes it more fun for us, in my opinion,” said 
Avalanche defenceman Cale Makar. “We get everybody's best games, 
which in turn should make us a lot better. So it could take some time, but 
I like that mentality. You’ve got to be the hunter and not the hunted.” 

MAKAR HAS COMPANY: Makar won the Norris Trophy last season in a 
tight vote over Roman Josi and is the favourite to win consecutive 
awards as the best D-man in the NHL. 

But the Central Division has another strong candidate on the blue line 
with the Dallas Stars, Miro Heiskanen. 

Incoming Stars head coach Peter DeBoer has been leaning on 
Heiskanen - who is averaging 24:25 of ice time per game (19 seconds 
above his career average) through five games - and given him the green 
light to push the pace offensively. 

Is Cale Makar a lock to take home the Norris trophy for the next few 
years? 

DeBoer understood from afar that Heiskanen was a high-end player, but 
being around him on a daily basis since taking the job has given him a 
new appreciation of his dedication to his craft. 

“He’s a man of few words. But he’s got a smile on his face. He loves the 
game, he loves to play the game and I can tell he loves to win,” said 
DeBoer. “That’s more important than individual accolades or anything 
else or ice time, which is critical for a star player if you’re going to win as 
a team. They can’t be about individual stats and it’s really clear with him 
that he just wants to win.” 

Another one of the qualities DeBoer has come to appreciate has nothing 
to do with Heiskanen’s play away from the puck. 

“He’s an elite defender. He’s not the biggest guy or the most physical 
guy. He defends with his feet and his stick and his head,” said DeBoer. “I 
knew he was a good two-way defenceman. You can see the offensive 
pop that he has when he takes the puck and goes, but he’s an elite 
defender, which is something in a No. 1 defenceman that you really 
want.” 

Over in the Eastern Conference, Buffalo Sabres blue-liner Rasmus 
Dahlin is also turning heads with an outstanding start that includes 
scoring a goal in five consecutive games while leading his team with 
eight points. 

Of course, the Norris isn’t simply an award handed out to the top scoring 
blue-line, but putting up points is a consideration and the first overall pick 
in the 2018 NHL Draft is doing that while continuing to improve his all-
around game in his fifth NHL season. 

COMRIE SHINES: The Sabres rolled through Alberta and recorded a 
clean sweep, thanks in part to the outstanding play of goalie Eric Comrie. 

Comrie, who signed a two-year deal with the Sabres that carries an AAV 
of $1.8 million, turned aside 86 of 91 shots he faced in wins against the 
Edmonton Oilers and Calgary Flames. 

After a magical mystery tour that included multiple waiver claims over a 
two-year period and a trade from the Arizona Coyotes to the Detroit Red 
Wings, Comrie made it back to the organization that drafted him (the 
Winnipeg Jets) and established himself as a solid backup last season, as 
he went 10-5-1 with a 2.58 goals-against average and .920 save 
percentage in 16 starts. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

With Connor Hellebuyck firmly established as the No. 1 goalie with the 
Jets and a workhorse who is tracking to once again play 60-plus games, 
Comrie was looking for a situation that resembled more of a job share 
and he’s found that with the Sabres, who also have veteran Craig 
Anderson in the fold. 

A second-round pick in 2015, Comrie is a popular teammate who battled 
his way through the minors and simply would not be denied. 

“You guys all know him as probably the best guy in the entire world,” Jets 
centre Mark Scheifele said going into the season. “He’s got a great 
opportunity in Buffalo, they’ve got a great up-and-coming team there, a 
lot of good prospects, a lot of good players, and an opportunity for him to 
play a lot of games. I know the motivation he has for the upcoming year.” 
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The Sabres are one of the early-season surprises, jumping out to a 4-1 
record after a victory over the Vancouver Canucks in the penultimate 
game of their western swing. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST: Lots of ink has been spilled this week after 
the NHL rolled out the latest batch of reverse retro jerseys, but this note 
isn’t about which ones caught my attention and which ones didn’t 
measure up. 

This is about the accessories only, not the logos, colours or designs. 

The Philadelphia Flyers earn a decisive stick tap for the inclusion of the 
1980s Cooperalls that will be worn with their reverse retros. 

If you’re a hockey player of a certain vintage, you’ve probably worn a pair 
of two of these during your career, so they’re sure to conjure up a variety 
of memories. 

And if you’re a fan of the Flyers or Hartford Whalers, the sight of those 
vintage Cooperalls is sure to make you think of one of your favourite 
players or a magical moment one of those guys produced, perhaps a 
hockey card you pulled out of an old O-Pee-Chee package or got in a 
trade with one of your friends that's stuffed away in a shoe box 
somewhere. 

Here’s a quick suggestion, how about having the road team also rock the 
Cooperalls in those games where the Flyers are wearing the reverse 
retros? 

If you’ve got an idea for a future column idea or a suggestion about 
something you’d like to see, don’t hesitate to reach out to me at 
wiebesworld9@gmail.com. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ROSTERS WITHOUT BORDERS ‘’ 

 

By Ryan Dixon 

 

How a quiet revolution in NCAA men’s hockey recruiting is playing out at 
the University of Vermont 

P atrik Laine always chuckled a bit when Todd Woodcroft repeated the 
promise: One day, the coach was going to learn to greet the young 
sniper in Finnish. Laine surely knew his native tongue is almost comically 
inaccessible for those who don’t grow up speaking it, but Woodcroft is a 
man of his word — in a few languages. At the time, Woodcroft was an 
assistant on Paul Maurice’s Winnipeg Jets staff and one day, as the two 
coaches were breakfasting together at the team facility, the players 
started rolling in. “I was just sitting there eating cereal with Paul and 
Mathieu Perreault comes in and I said ‘Good morning to you. How you 
doing today?’ in French,” Woodcroft says. Next it was Marko Dano, who 
got a greeting in Slovakian. Woodcroft then exchanged pleasantries with 
Dmitry Kulikov in Russian, followed by Tobias Enstrom in Swedish. 
Finally, Woodcroft trotted out his Finnish for Laine, who just kind of 
laughed as he walked by. By that point, Maurice had paused his cereal 
consumption. “He had his spoon down and he said, ‘You’re Jason 
Bourne,’” Woodcroft recalls. “He’s like ‘How many passports do you 
have?’” 

Woodcroft has never had to escape gunfire by leaping off a third-story 
balcony, but that scene from about five years ago illuminates why, in his 
current role as head coach of the University of Vermont Catamounts, 
he’s well positioned to win recruiting battles on a relatively new front. The 
number of Europeans playing NCAA hockey has tripled in the past 
decade, and Woodcroft, now in Year 3 behind the Cats’ bench, has built 
the most international roster in college hockey. 

But it’s not only kids coming across the Atlantic who are changing 
dressing-room dynamics in Vermont and across the United States. 
Division 1 men’s hockey is slated to have 64 programs next year, up from 
62 this fall and more than it’s ever had previously. In short, the college 
game is growing in every sense, and while nothing comes easy in this 
ultra-competitive world, Woodcroft and his staff are working around the 
clock — and the globe — to get his team moving up the ranks. 

T imofei Spitserov was 10 years old when he first crossed paths with 
Woodcroft in 2012. The former was a wide-eyed youngster attending a 
Pavel Datsyuk hockey camp in Russia, where Woodcroft and his brother, 
Jay, were lending their expertise. Jay, who’s now coaching Connor 
McDavid and the Oilers, got his NHL start as a video coach with the 
Detroit Red Wings when Datsyuk was one of the world’s best players. 
The Woodcroft brothers travelled overseas for 10 years to help the puck 
wizard build a not-for-profit hockey academy that made stops all over 
Russia each summer. Spitserov, even at that early age, wanted to learn 
everything he could about the best way to chase his NHL dream, and 
Woodcroft was happy to act as a sounding board. “At that time, Todd 
was speaking way more Russian than I was speaking English,” Spitserov 
says with a laugh. 

Now a sophomore right winger with Vermont, Spitserov is one of 130 
Europeans — eight of them Russians — on NCAA rosters this fall, 
according to numbers compiled by College Hockey Inc. That number has 
grown from 40 in 2012, and the further back you go, the smaller it gets. 
Yes, people like Columbus Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen and 2003 
fifth-overall pick Thomas Vanek had come from Europe to play college 
hockey previously, but they were exceptions to the rule. Even relatively 
recently, many Euros simply had no real concept of NCAA hockey. 
“When I first arrived in Sioux City [to play Jr. A at 17], I actually didn’t 
know anything about college hockey, really,” says Vermont sophomore 
centre Joel Maatta, who came to the Musketeers in Iowa because trusted 
people told him his style was well-suited for the North American game. “I 
just went to play in the USHL and didn’t really have a plan [for] what I 
wanted to do.” 

By contrast, Woodcroft most certainly had a blueprint in mind when he 
left the Jets and a nearly 20-year run coaching and scouting in the NHL 
to join the Catamounts. It was in the spring of 2020, just after COVID 
introduced its awful self to the world. Though Vermont had a proud 
history — alums include 50-goal man John LeClair, Hart Trophy-winner 
Martin St. Louis, Conn Smythe-winner Tim Thomas and, more recently, 
2021 Cup champion Ross Colton of Tampa Bay — the Cats were coming 
off a five-win season in 2019-20 and had posted sub-.400 winning 
percentages the two years before that while playing in the extremely 
tough Hockey East conference. Woodcroft knew he had to unearth some 
skill, but also had to be realistic about competing with heavyweight 
programs for top talent. “When I first got there, I was pretty aware we 
weren’t going to win recruiting wars in Boston,” he says. 

With travel basically off the table, Woodcroft, who first got his toe in the 
door as a video coach with the Minnesota Wild, flipped up the laptop and 
started crushing tape. The Toronto native is obviously not the only coach 
scouring foreign lands for gems, but his network may well be the most 
diverse. Woodcroft, who lived in Sweden, Russia and Belarus during his 
scouting days, was now recruiting the likes of Andrei Buyalsky out of 
Kazakhstan and Simon Jellus from Slovakia. The 10 non-North 
Americans currently on Vermont’s roster — none of whom pre-date 
Woodcroft’s arrival — represent seven different countries. “And look at 
how many of them are drafted, too,” says prospect guru Chris Peters, 
referencing the fact five of the team’s Europeans have been selected by 
NHL squads. “They’re guys who have some status in the game.” 

As you’d expect, there’s a bit of a snowball effect in terms of Euros 
choosing NCAA hockey. Ten years ago, 40 guys were going back home 
and telling their friends about their experience; pretty soon it’ll be 150. 
Peters — a senior content creator at the site FloSports who’s previously 
worked for ESPN and CBS Sports — says the World Junior 
Championship has also been a great showcase for college hockey, as 
Europeans are watching loaded U.S. teams win medals with rosters full 
of NCAA guys. Then there’s the overarching fact that, in basically every 
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regard, the world has become a much smaller place. “I don’t think there’s 
a recruiting backyard anymore,” Woodcroft says. “If you have a laptop 
and you have the internet, you can recruit players from across the world.” 

That’s also true within this continent. Where once Massachusetts or 
Minnesota guys were a shoe-in to stay in their own hockey-mad states, 
nowadays players are far more likely to haul their gear to another region 
if they like the pitch. Canadians, of course, have always accounted for a 
huge portion of college hockey players. What seems to be changing, 
though, is the profile of some of those athletes. Major junior hockey has 
long reigned supreme north of the 49th and if you were a no-doubt 
NHLer, that has been viewed as your best stepping stone to the world’s 
best league. According to Hockey Reference, from 1979 through 2020, 
only six Canadians were selected from U.S. colleges in the top five picks 
of the NHL Draft. In 2021 alone, however, two players — first-overall pick 
Owen Power and fifth-overall selection Kent Johnson — bucked that 
trend. Next up is GTA-born Adam Fantilli, who has rocketed out of the 
gates as a freshman with the Michigan Wolverines (the program that 
developed both Power and Johnson) this year and could conceivably be 
the first or second selection after Connor Bedard next June. Meanwhile, 
2006-born Mack Celebrini — a Vancouver boy touted as a possible top 
pick in the 2024 draft — is playing for the same USHL Chicago Steel 
squad Fantilli played for last year and has made a verbal commitment to 
play for Boston University. Throw in the likes of defenceman Keith 
McInnis and forward Sacha Boisvert — both very intriguing 2006-born 
Canadians opting for the college path — and it’s starting to feel like 
something has shifted. “It’s not a huge trend, there aren’t a ton of players 
doing it,” says Peters. “But the quality of the players doing it is pretty 
substantial.” 

“He had his spoon down and he said, ‘You’re Jason Bourne. How many 
passports do you have?’” 

It’s all music to the ears of Mike Snee, the executive director of College 
Hockey Inc. That three-person organization, which is spiritually aligned 
with the NCAA but technically an independent not-for-profit, was founded 
in 2010 to educate kids and families about the virtues of college hockey. 
Snee is spreading the gospel by appealing to both head and heart. 
“These schools are athlete factories,” he says, noting it’s just an 
unquestioned part of the sporting fabric in America that the biggest 
football and basketball stars pass through the college ranks. “You’re 
going to be training in the most amazing athlete training facilities you’ll 
ever see with professional strength and conditioning coaches, 
nutritionists, sports psychologists that all these athletic departments have 
on staff. Yes, you’ll have your hockey team of 25 players, but you’ll [also] 
have your athletic department of 300-plus world-class athletes.” 

Snee’s sense is that Canadian attitudes toward college hockey have 
evolved a lot in the past 10 years. No longer is the NCAA viewed simply 
as the spot to go if you’re an undersized D-man who needs four years to 
grow. The competition is strong and the lighter schedule — an aspect 
some NHL suits have historically listed as a detriment — allows for loads 
of skill development and training. Also, more and more kids who go 
undrafted and blossom late are being signed as free agents after their 
junior or senior years. Then there’s the emotional component. While it’s 
impossible to quantify, Snee is steadfast in his belief that student-athletes 
tend to forge fierce, lasting bonds with their chosen institution. Let’s face 
it, campus life is pretty good for a young athlete and the game 
experience at many of these intimate venues can tingle the spine. In an 
interview about his decision, Boisvert — the young Quebecker who’s 
verbally committed to the University of North Dakota — said he saw a 
game at rollicking Providence College when he was 11 years old with the 
rest of his youth hockey team and decided right there and then he 
wanted in. Every path has its pros and cons, but some of the stereotypes 
around NCAA hockey are starting to seem antiquated. “There’s no NFL 
GM that goes, ‘We really like that Alabama quarterback, but he only 
played 11 games last year,” Snee says. 

M aurice may have once referred to his then-assistant as Jason Bourne, 
but Woodcroft’s actual nickname with the Jets was ‘Gift Card.’ It was a 
loving jab at the guy who handed out the little presents to anybody who 

ever did right by him. “He’s a truly wonderful guy,” says Maurice, now 
coach of the Florida Panthers. 

Woodcroft, who grew up in the Don Mills area of Toronto, says his blue-
collar parents poured the foundation for the type of people he and his 
brothers became. His mom, Jem, was especially adept at turning 
everything into a teachable moment. Maybe it’s no surprise, then, that all 
of Jem’s hockey-loving sons became coaches. Todd’s older brother, 
Craig, is a KHL bench boss in Belarus who’s also worked in Germany 
and Switzerland. Jay, meanwhile, put in many years as an NHL assistant 
before taking over the top job with the Oilers. When they were kids, Todd 
and Jay used to hold drafts where they would select NHLers and put 
them on a set of teams, play out games and keep track of goals and 
assists. If Todd was Ray Bourque when he scored a goal, that was 
recorded in Ray Bourque’s stat line. For all the times the boys pretended 
to be NHL stars, every once in a while No. 99 himself would show up 
thanks to the fact one of the Woodcroft’s neighbours just happened to be 
early NHL super-agent Gus Badali. “We would walk by the Badali 
household and see Wayne Gretzky, and Wayne would come out and 
play ball hockey with us,” Todd recalls. 

If good bounces had a way of finding Woodcroft, he was certainly 
prepared to take advantage when they did. The video coach job with 
Minnesota eventually turned into European scouting for the Los Angeles 
Kings. That’s when Kings GM Dean Lombardi left an imprint on 
Woodcroft about the human side of the business. “L.A. instilled in me, 
you need to know the players as people,” he says. “But before you get to 
know the players, you have to know the coaches. You have to go through 
the front door.” 

“If you have a laptop and you have the internet, you can recruit players 
from across the world.” 

Maurice had no prior history with Woodcroft when the latter landed with 
the Jets in 2017. As he learned who Woodcroft was, he figured out how 
to best put his skillset to work. First off, his video background made him a 
natural to pre-scout upcoming opponents. Woodcroft had an endless 
ability to consume and dissect hockey games. “He knows everybody’s 
systems,” Maurice says. “And that is European hockey as well.” 

Woodcroft’s aptitude for teaching and communication also made him the 
right guy to work closely with Winnipeg’s young players. “Long before I 
would pick up on it, he would know a guy was having a hard time or there 
was something going on,” Maurice says. “And it’s honest and real. So, 
the younger players would gravitate to him.” Those are obviously also 
good traits for a college coach, regardless of where his kids come from. 
“He cares about you, not just as a hockey player,” Spitserov says. 

Of course, everybody at Vermont is invested in getting some wins. 
Woodcroft’s first year was the truncated and upside down 2020-21 
campaign, and the squad won just one of 13 contests. Last season they 
went 8-25-2, and this year Vermont just got a big homecoming win over 
Holy Cross on Saturday to register its first ‘W’ of the season in five tries. 

Building what they have in mind is a long game and the whole staff is 
here for it. Last August, at the make-up 2022 world juniors in Edmonton, 
Woodcroft was an assistant on the Swedish staff thanks to a long-
standing relationship with the federation. Two of his lieutenants in 
Vermont — Scott Moser and Stephen Wiedler — were also assistants on 
European benches for the first time in their fledgling careers. Woodcroft 
highlighted their efforts as an indispensable part of the building process, 
and there’s definitely a win-win element to all their international work. 
“[It’s] good for the [European] federations,” Woodcroft says. “They’re 
getting young, hungry coaches with a different perspective. [It’s] good for 
the coaches and Vermont because they’re getting an in and making 
connections to kids who might now be thinking about playing NCAA 
hockey. And guess where they might end up? Any players who are going 
to come internationally, we will be there first and they’re going to know us 
and we’ll have relationships with their coaches and their federations. 
We’re a hard-working group of coaches who demonstrate our integrity 
every day by how we work. It’s all part of the long plan of making this a 
national contender.” 
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Of course, Woodcroft isn’t recruiting in Europe at the expense of North 
America. He wants to get a strong foothold here, too, and find any player 
who will perform well for UVM. Whatever passport they carry, players on 
this year’s or future Vermont squads are going to hear the same thing 
from Woodcroft: It doesn’t matter where your home was, this is your 
home now. “When you throw the jersey on, it doesn’t matter if you’re from 
Helsinki; it doesn’t matter if you’re from Chicago,” he says. “You’re in 
Burlington; you’re playing for the Cats.” 

It’s a nickname they’re all proud to wear. 
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TSN.CA / Maple Leafs captain Tavares playing like a 'beast' in early 
going 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas on Sunday.  

Teammates are loving the way John Tavares is playing early this season.  

"Hot," said winger Wayne Simmonds with a smile. "He's hot. Real hot. It's 
impressive." 

"Just been a beast out there," centre Auston Matthews told reporters 
following Sunday's skate. "It's been a lot of fun to watch." 

Tavares scored twice in Saturday's win in Winnipeg and is now up to 
seven points in six games. This despite missing most of training camp 
with an oblique injury.  

"I'm just trying to be myself," the 32-year-old centre said, "be productive 
and consistent, continue to evolve my game like throughout my career." 

Tavares suffered a concussion and knee injury during Game 1 of the 
2021 playoff series against the Montreal Canadiens, which impacted his 
offseason training. He opened last season with three points in seven 
games as the Leafs stumbled to a 2-4-1 start.   

This summer, Tavares had a normal training block and focused on 
becoming lighter on his feet.  

"This offseason was really good for him," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He 
was healthy all the way through it. He could really push and look to 
improve his game." 

Tavares is averaging four shots per outing so far, which is up from three 
last season.  

"He looks really comfortable with the puck, without the puck," Keefe 
noted. "Defensively, he's been really good. I've liked a lot of things about 
his game and his line for that matter. Real positive sign." 

The play of Tavares has helped the team navigate an up-and-down start. 
Tension had spiked following lacklust losses to the Montreal Canadiens 
and Arizona Coyotes, but the Leafs captain remained calm. 

"He's Mr. Steady," Simmonds said. "He's always even keel. He's always 
doing the right things. He's a guy who leads by example and that's the 
reason why he's our captain. He's been unbelievable to start the year." 

Tavares has hit the scoresheet in all but one game so far. 

'He's Mr. Steady': Tavares off to 'real hot' start for Leafs: 'I'm just trying to 
be myself' 

John Tavares scored twice in Saturday's win in Winnipeg. "He's hot," 
said Wayne Simmonds. "Real hot. It's impressive." The Leafs captain is 
now up to seven points in six games despite missing part of training 

camp with an oblique injury. "I'm just trying to be myself," the 32-year-old 
centre said, "be productive and consistent, continue to evolve my game 
like throughout my career." The production from Tavares has helped the 
Leafs navigate an up-and-down start. "He's Mr. Steady," said Simmonda. 
"He's always even keel." 

Both Tavares goals on Saturday came on the power play as Toronto's 
top unit got back on track. The Leafs converted on just one of eight 
opportunities against the Dallas Stars on Thursday with the goal coming 
from the second unit. That performance came on the heels of a 1/5 
outing against the Coyotes on Monday.  

"We were a little more direct and just competing hard and winning pucks 
back," Tavares said. "Second and third opportunities allow us to break 
them down. Just being direct, taking what's there and attacking the net 
and letting our skill-sets come out that way instead of trying to be set and 
looking for certain options all the time." 

"There are a lot of power plays in the league that their structure is very 
obvious," Keefe said, "and you can see it and a lot of their goals look the 
same. I don't think that’s the case with our group necessarily." 

In the moments before the first man-advantage marker, Matthews won a 
battle to keep the puck in before getting it to William Nylander in the slot. 
Nylander then made a nifty pass to Tavares, who finished from his office 
in front. The second goal was a Tavares tip off of a Matthews shot from 
the point.  

"You work on the stuff in practice, but in the end it's kind of just instinct 
and trying to read off each other out there and communicating and 
making the right plays," Matthews said.  

'He's just been a beast out there': Matthews enjoying watching Tavares 
at his best 

John Tavares notched a pair of power play goals in Saturday's win over 
the Jets and his start to the season has been a great sign for the Maple 
Leafs, considering the time he missed during camp. Auston Matthews 
spoke about the work his captain has put in to help the team while head 
coach Sheldon Keefe has noticed how comfortable Tavares has looked 
all over the ice. 

--- 

Matthews finished Saturday's game with three assists and four shots on 
net, but the reigning Rocket Richard Trophy winner remains stuck on one 
goal this season.  

"Auston had 13 shot attempts or something crazy," Keefe pointed out. 
"You can tell he is right there and ready to break out." 

Matthews led all forwards in takeaways last season (3.66 per 60 minutes) 
while linemate Mitch Marner came in fourth (2.87). So far this season the 
numbers have dipped ever so slightly in that department with Matthews 
at 3.22 and Marner at 2.68, which may explain why the offence hasn't 
quite flowed yet despite Toronto's top line controlling much of the 
possession.  

"Last night was probably the best they've been all season in that regard," 
Keefe said of the takeaway talent. "It's sometimes challenging when you 
have the puck on your stick a lot. Other teams can defend that a little bit 
easier, because they just have to defend the slot area. At times when 
there's a little more back and forth the game opens up a little bit more for 
those guys." 

Matthews also started last season with one goal in his first six games 
and, unsurprisingly, isn't too worried about the lack of lamp lighting so far.  

"Offensively, especially last night, we did a lot of really good things and 
kind of finding our rhythm a bit," he said. "We want to continue to 
progress and continue to elevate our game." 

Matthews has scored in three of his four games in Las Vegas with the 
only goose egg coming in the final game of the Mike Babcock era in 
2019.  
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Tavares not concerned with offensive output from Matthews, Marner 

While Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have yet to fill the scoresheet 
like most people are expecting, John Tavares says he is seeing signs 
that they are doing the right things and scoring 'is just inevitable.' Maple 
Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe says his top line showed what they are 
capable of defensively against the Jets, which will only fuel their offence. 

--- 

Simmonds and Kyle Clifford assisted on the game-winning goal in their 
season debuts and will remain in the lineup on Monday.  

"Those guys did a good job and made their presence felt," Keefe told 
reporters on Sunday. "All the sudden they have a good night and they're 
getting some traction and you see the way their teammates are 
responding to them and you think there's reason to keep that going and 
continue to build on that." 

Simmonds admits he wasn't sure he'd wear the Leafs sweater again after 
clearing waivers following training camp.  

"It always runs through your mind, but I know I still have some juice left in 
the tank," the 34-year-old winger said. "The last two, three weeks have 
been a long haul for me, but it's just staying patient and willing to do 
whatever it takes to help the guys out. I'm here for the boys and I'll 
always be here for these guys. I love these guys." 

The Scarborough, Ont. native is determined to continue his chase for an 
elusive Stanley Cup with his hometown team.  

"We have such a great group," Simmonds said. "From Day 1, I was 
accepted immediately and when that happens and you have such great 
group camaraderie, for me, late in my career, it's something that you 
cherish and don't take for granted." 

Simmonds made a between-the-legs, backhand pass to set up Kampf for 
the key goal in Winnipeg.  

"He's got tremendous hands and uses his body so well around the net," 
said Tavares. "He's done that his whole career." 

Simmonds makes impact in Leafs return: 'Something you cherish and 
don't take for granted' 

After clearing waivers following training camp, gritty winger Wayne 
Simmonds returned to the Leafs lineup Saturday making an immediate 
impact. "I know I still have some juice left in the tank," the 34-year-old 
Scarborough, Ont. native said after setting up the game-winning goal in 
Winnipeg. "The last two, three weeks have been a long haul for me, but 
it's just staying patient and willing to do whatever it takes to help the guys 
out. I’m here for the boys and I’ll always be here for these guys. I love 
these guys." 

--- 

Simmonds and Clifford provided a physical presence, but it was actually 
Morgan Rielly who dropped the gloves on Saturday night. The smooth-
skating defenceman immediately confronted Josh Morrissey after the 
Jets defenceman lay a questionable hit on 21-year-old Leafs forward 
Nick Robertson.  

"The puck wasn't there and he came in pretty hot," said Tavares. "Good 
response from the group. Speaks to Mo's character and not surprising 
the way he carries himself and leads for our group. After that, we stayed 
really calm and composed as, obviously, the temperature of the game 
really went up. Scrums were frequent and, you know, we're there 
standing up for one other, protecting our net, but at the same time being 
composed on the power play." 

It was Rielly's third fight in the NHL.  

"Our sport calls for different things at different times," said Keefe. 
"Sometimes you need players to step out of character a little bit. Rielly's 
moment was that he had to step up for a teammate and address that. 
David Kampf, Simmonds and Clifford scored the game-winning goal. 

That is just the way the sport is: You need different people to step up at 
different times." 

There have been questions about Toronto's ability to handle the 
moments when games get hot, but Rielly insists that's not a talking point 
among the players.  

"I don't think there's ever been any doubt about our group," the longest-
serving Leaf said. "Maybe you guys have [doubts], but within this locker 
room there's never been a question of our group being together and 
having that bond. So, I don't really think anything of it." 

Rielly steps up as Leafs refuse to back down during another feisty affair 
in Winnipeg 

Morgan Rielly immediately confronted Josh Morrissey after the Jets 
defenceman landed a hit, ruled an interference penalty, on young Leafs 
forward Nick Robertson on Saturday. "Within this locker room there's 
never been a question of our group being together and having that bond," 
Rielly said. It was one of several flashpoints in the game. "We stayed 
really calm and composed as the temperature of the game really went up 
there," said captain JohnTavares. "Scrums were frequent and we're there 
standing up for one other." 

--- 

Ilya Samsonov stopped 30 of 31 shots to improve to 4-0-0 with the Leafs.  

"The confidence just continues to grow," Tavares observed, "the comfort 
level, getting a good feel for the structure that we play with and how he 
can read off that and use his ability and strengths and get into a rhythm 
seeing the puck. Like any player, when you start playing and get rolling 
and good things are happening you really start to get a good eye and 
good feel for things and you can kind of see that coming for him." 

"He was outstanding," said Rielly. "If he's back there playing that way it 
gives the team a lot of confidence." 

Asked about the best part of Saturday's win, Samsonov smiled.  

"Win," he said. "Easy choice." 

The 25-year-old has endeared himself to teammates with both his play 
and his personality.  

"He is always smiling," noted winger Michael Bunting. "He's always in a 
good mood." 

"He's kind of a goofball," said defenceman Justin Holl. "He's fun in the 
sewer-ball arena before the games. He's always messing around. It's 
good energy." 

'Goofball' Samsonov brings 'good energy' and lots of wins early in Leafs 
career 

Ilya Samsonov has won the first four starts of his Leafs career. "The 
confidence just continues to grow," observed captain John Tavares. 
 

"[He's] getting a good feel for the structure that we play with and how he 
can read off that and use his ability and strengths and get into a rhythm." 
The 25-year-old is endearing himself to his new teammates with a fun-
loving personality. "He's kind of a goofball," noted defenceman Justin 
Holl. "It's good energy." 

--- 

Lines at Sunday's practice:  

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner 

Robertson - Tavares - Nylander 

Engvall - Kerfoot - Jarnkrok 

Clifford - Kampf - Simmonds 
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Malgin, Aston-Reese, Aube-Kubel 

D 

Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl  

Giordano - Mete 

G 

Samsonov  

Kallgren 
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