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How NC State and Hurricanes came to agree on one big thing: an outdoor hockey game 

By Chip Alexander 
Orange traffic cones were first spotted dotting the turf at N.C. 
State’s Carter-Finley Stadium in February 2019, the outline 
roughly that of a hockey rink. It also happened that NHL 
commissioner Gary Bettman was in Raleigh to attend a 
Carolina Hurricanes game at PNC Arena. Social media was 
all atwitter. 
Four years later, those cones will be replaced by a rink for 
the Hurricanes’ first outdoor hockey game – twice delayed 
during the coronavirus pandemic but finally to be played 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 against the Washington Capitals at 
Carter-Finley. More than 55,000 fans should pack the 
Wolfpack’s stadium for the 2023 NHL Stadium Series game 
to be shown in prime time by ESPN that will give the 
Hurricanes, N.C. State, the City of Raleigh, Wake County 
and the Triangle a showcase and some seemingly priceless 
exposure. 
It underscores a degree of cooperation between the 
Hurricanes and NCSU that could be vital in the future plans 
for PNC Arena, the home for Canes games and Wolfpack 
men’s basketball. “This is just one regular-season game, one 
day, but I think it’s so different and so special that I’d put it at 
or near the top of big events in this market in the last 20 
years,” Scott Dupree, executive director of the Greater 
Raleigh Sports Alliance, said in an interview. “I can’t 
remember where there’s been this much talk and anticipation 
this far out. “It feels different than just a big event. It feels like 
there’s a little extra ‘umph’ behind it because it’s different and 
it’s new.” 
2023 NHL Stadium Series ticket demand There’s certainly 
been a ticket demand. Canes president and general 
manager Don Waddell said that the team initially received 
18,650 tickets and sold them in three hours. Then came 
another 3,000 allotment -- sold. Then another 3,000. Sold. 
“And in time I think there will be more tickets available in this 
market,” Waddell said. The outdoor game is a collaboration 
between the Hurricanes and NCSU, whose relationship at 
times has been contentious in the past — heated disputes 
over the Wolfpack’s basketball scheduling at PNC Arena 
arose a decade ago – but much smoother in recent years. 
In this case, the Hurricanes approached N.C. State about 
holding the game at Carter-Finley, university leaders 
approved, contracts were signed and that was pretty much 
that. The rest is logistics. “Obviously it’s not happening 
without NC State, without their partnership and support and 
them buying into this, agreeing to do it and wanting to do it,” 
Dupree said. Dupree is a member of the local organizing 
committee for the Stadium Series event. Also on the 
committee are Mike Forman, the Hurricanes’ director of 

marketing, and Stephanie Menio, deputy athletic director at 
N.C. State. 
Forman said the NHL signed separate contracts with the 
Hurricanes and N.C. State in setting up the venue for the 
game. “With NC State it’s from the facility standpoint and a 
little bit with the operations standpoint, and with the 
Hurricanes in it being our game and our event,” Forman said 
in an interview. “Essentially what they do (in the NHL) is they 
come in and buy out the game from us. They pay State to 
rent out the facility and other expenses. They buy the game 
from us and that’s why it’s not included in our season ticket-
packages and is a separate sale. It’s truly a league event.” 
A weekend for Canes, NC State, downtown Raleigh Nor will 
it be a one-day thing, Forman said. The Hurricanes are 
hosting the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena on Thursday, 
Feb. 16. There will be a FanFest celebration in downtown 
Raleigh on Friday, then a concert that night at PNC Arena. 
Saturday belongs to the NHL as attention shifts fully to 
Carter-Finley and the area surrounding the stadium. “The 
NHL takes over,” Forman said. “They’ll be on property two 
weeks prior, not only changing over Carter-Finley and getting 
the ice ready but also on property putting up signage and 
branding opportunities. 
“State’s been great, to make the facility available for walk-
throughs and making sure they’re cooperating with us and 
the league on requests on operations and food and beverage 
to parking to security to retail – just a lot of different 
operational aspects. “They’ve been great to work with. They 
know it will be a great spotlight for NC State as well. To have 
any Saturday night broadcast on (ESPN) is great for our 
brand and their brand.” N.C. State will host North Carolina in 
a men’s basketball game on Sunday at PNC Arena to 
complete the sweep of weekend events. Should unfavorable 
weather postpone the hockey game, it could be played 
Sunday night, Forman said. 
The Hurricanes owner’s push for an outdoor game in Raleigh 
A year ago, the Stadium Series game was staged at Nissan 
Stadium in Nashville, Tennessee. The Predators lost 3-2 to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning with 68,619 in attendance at the 
Titans’ stadium.  
The push for an outdoor game in Raleigh came soon after 
Tom Dundon became majority owner of the Hurricanes in 
2018. Dundon was relentless in his pursuit, Bettman has 
said, “The league didn’t laugh in our faces but they probably 
laughed a little internally in terms of there may be other 
markets they thought were more deserving,” Forman said. 
“Tom is a convincing individual and I think he actually had 
them on-board before our on-ice success.  
“I will say they probably were hesitant at the time. Our 
attendance was rising but nowhere close to where it is now 
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and has been the last four years in terms of the rising trend 
and us going to the (Stanley Cup) playoffs.” 
The Hurricanes were selected for an outdoor game early in 
2020 but the NHL announced in December 2020 that the 
Feb. 20, 2021 game was being postponed because of the 
pandemic. A proposed game in February 2022 then was 
postponed by mutual agreement between the team and 
league, Waddell said, and the 2022 game subsequently held 
in Nashville. Now, finally, it’s Raleigh’s turn. “This will have 

the fan fest and concert to a State basketball game to a 
celebration of food and music. It’s probably going to be more 
a celebration about this community than just a Carolina 
Hurricanes hockey game and NHL event,” Forman said. 
“Everything we see quantitatively and qualitatively show from 
a data perspective it will be the biggest event we’ve hosted 
from a Carolina Hurricanes standpoint. It’s going to be a 
major, major event for this area.” Forman added one last 
thought: “Just pray for good weather.” 

 
 

Time to park concerns over tailgating and let PNC Arena upgrades proceed 
 

By Luke DeCock 
We’re not seriously going to put the brakes on a $2 billion 
development that would revolutionize the PNC Arena (and 
Carter-Finley Stadium) experience over parking spots, are 
we? In the year 2022?  
That’s somehow become the biggest talking and sticking 
point as we move inexorably toward the long-overdue 
transformation of the 80 acres around the arena, which for 
25 years has sat plopped in the middle of nothing, 
surrounded by a scrim of pine trees and acre upon acre of 
empty asphalt. 
Everyone else, from the state to the county to the city to the 
arena authority appears to be on board, or at the least not 
standing in the way, of letting Carolina Hurricanes owner 
Tom Dundon (in concert, presumably, with a plethora of local 
developers) convert those parking lots into bars, restaurants, 
retail, hotels, apartments, offices, a sportsbook (eventually) 
and a live music venue – the kinds of things that downtown 
arenas have by virtue of their locations and PNC utterly lacks 
by virtue of its location. 
A consultant recently recommended that the Centennial 
Authority, which oversees the arena, move forward with 
Dundon, who has a right of first refusal to develop the land in 
the Hurricanes’ lease. But that’s contingent on N.C. State’s 
approval, among the many others, and N.C. State chancellor 
Randy Woodson has talked about protecting “N.C. State’s 
ability to provide the best fan experience, generate revenue, 
and remain competitive in the ACC in men’s basketball and 
football.” 
That includes, foremost, the parking lots that get used for 
N.C. State football games six or seven days a year, and the 
difficult conversations no one wants to have with big 
Wolfpack Club donors who might have to park somewhere 
new — or even in a parking deck. 
Of course, that didn’t stop the university from plowing under 
hundreds of spots on its own to build an indoor practice 
facility, but these are legitimate concerns. Somehow, though, 
those concerns have metamorphosed into a public 
referendum on tailgating. 
It’s all a false choice anyway: This isn’t a decision for or 
against tailgating. There will always be tailgating. That 
culture isn’t being threatened. 
Nothing’s going to happen to the 4,000 parking spots south 
of the arena around Carter-Finley Stadium (unless N.C. 
State does something on its own). And even the 4,000 spots 
that surround PNC aren’t all going to be dug up and 
converted to deck parking overnight. It’ll happen gradually, 
over the course of a decade or so, with plenty of time to 
adjust and adapt. 

The reality is, there’s a huge tailgating culture around N.C. 
State football and basketball and Hurricanes hockey in part 
because there’s no other way to get a drink or have a meal 
before a football or hockey game. 
Give people the option to park in a deck and have a beer and 
a bite to eat while watching the early games on TV – in the 
comfort of air conditioning for those September noon games 
and heat for those November night games and most of 
hockey season – and maybe even placing a wager, and 
many would snap it up. 
Especially if there are infrastructure upgrades that make the 
arena and stadium easier to access, alleviating the traditional 
traffic snarls. (There are still people trying to get to the U2 
concert, 13 years later.) If you can pull off Wade Avenue and 
directly into a deck, showing up four hours early for a football 
game becomes a choice, not a necessity. 
And anyone who wants to set up a tent and lay out a spread 
that would make Roman emperors blush, they’ll still be able 
to enjoy that at their leisure. Maybe not in the same place 
they have been for the past 20 years, maybe on the roof of a 
deck lined with extra-large spots for that purpose, but still 
within howling distance of their seats. Some may prefer a 
communal tailgating area already set up with bespoke tents 
and power and ice, as many other schools do nowadays. 
There are ways to do this that not only protect the 
experience, but enhance it. 
Tailgating isn’t the issue. Parking is. But it’s far from 
insoluble. Woodson just has to cut the best deal he can for 
the university to let the project proceed, and the upside here 
for N.C. State is unlimited. Brand-new basketball practice 
facility next to the arena? High-rise residences for football 
and basketball players overlooking the stadium? Wolfpack 
retail megastore to rival the Adidas flagship in Times 
Square? Tesla hyperloop to deliver well-heeled boosters to a 
secret elevator under their suites? 
With the leverage Woodson has, he can get anything he 
bloody well wants. Imagine taking recruits to see all of that 
instead of parking lots. With a little imagination, the potential 
for revenue generation, combined with the reduced supply of 
and increased demand for surface parking, means N.C. 
State can make more money than it does now. 
Either way, this has to happen. The arena has sat there for 
too long, lonely and unloved, in one of the last great 
undeveloped parcels in Wake County. Along with Bandwidth 
and the state Department of Health and Human Services 
across Wade, there’s a chance to create a new urban center 
just outside the Beltline, a brisk walk or short shuttle bus ride 
from a potential future commuter rail station, a focus of 
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commercial activity whether there’s a game that day or night 
or not. 
This all goes together with the proposed renovations to PNC 
itself: Dundon gets the green light to develop the land, the 
Hurricanes sign a new 20-plus-year lease, the city and 
county turn over the money to upgrade the arena. Block the 
development, and the aging arena won’t get the new 
amenities it so desperately needs. Or, as authority member 
Rod Malone put it in a meeting last week to discuss 

renovations, “If we don’t get a lease agreement, we don’t 
have any money.” 
Inside and outside, this is the long-awaited opportunity to 
propel the fan experience at PNC – and Carter-Finley – into 
the 21st Century. Everybody wins. 
There will still always be tailgating. This isn’t about tailgating. 
It’s about using some — not all — of those parking spots to 
bring something other than tailgating to the party. 

 
 

As PNC Arena development plans unfold, could West Raleigh be next ‘it’ destination? 
 
By Chip Alexander 
It was during the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs and Carolina 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov talking up the next 
home game at PNC Arena when he said, “It’s going to be 
exciting. Saturday night in Raleighwood will be buzzing.” 
The mass of tailgaters, a loud and lively band in the front 
plaza and the thrill of playoff hockey would make for such an 
atmosphere at the arena, before and during the game. It was 
buzzing. That Saturday night, PNC Arena was the place to 
be. 
And then the game ended and everyone went home. 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon wants to change that. He 
has another vision and other plans for both inside and 
outside PNC Arena that could entice fans to come early for 
games and stay after they’re over. Others in the community 
want to be a part of it and are excited about the possibilities 
– for the arena, for the Hurricanes and N.C. State, and more 
so for a section of Raleigh that could develop into a new city 
hub. Could “West Raleigh” become a thing, a part of the 
Raleigh vernacular like Downtown and Midtown? 
Imagine the land outside PNC Arena being transformed into 
a mix of luxury hotels and retail shops, restaurants, sports 
pubs and an indoor-outdoor concert venue. One day there 
also could be a sportsbook at the arena for those inclined to 
lay down a few wagers, something Dundon and the 
Hurricanes are seeking as an added revenue source at a 
time when the NHL’s salary cap is rising. 
“I look at this opportunity that we have here, with this 
wonderful piece of land, and we do need to have the vision 
to make it magnificent,” said KIeran Shanahan, a local 
attorney, former Raleigh city council member and a member 
of the Centennial Authority that oversees the arena. “It can 
be emblematic of the area in which we live and it can 
become a destination.” 
With PNC Arena as the centerpiece. 
Potential for growth around the arena  
Raleigh Mayor Mary-Ann Baldwin remembers working for the 
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce when funding was 
first being sought to help build a new arena near N.C. State’s 
Carter-Finley Stadium. “We talked about the potential for the 
area and the expectation was there would be growth around 
the arena and complement it,” Baldwin said in an interview. 
“We all know that didn’t happen.” But Baldwin, Raleigh’s 
mayor since 2019, expects that to change and believes it 
will. She approves of the renewed plans to renovate PNC 
Arena and supports the idea of having an entertainment 
district and mixed-use development built around it. 
“I look at this as a tremendous opportunity to really prepare 
for the future of our city and be at that next level,” Baldwin 

said. “So I’m excited about it and think it’s really important 
that we explore this and that we all work cooperatively to 
make it happen.” 
Much already is happening in the area. Bandwidth, a 
communications software company, is building a new 
corporate headquarters on 40 acres off Edwards Mill Road 
just north of Wade Avenue. To the east, on Blue Ridge 
Road, the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services 
will relocate its headquarters. 
“There’s a lot of innovation and government work that will 
happen in that corridor,” Michael Haley, the Raleigh 
chamber’s senior vice president of economic development, 
said in an interview. “To me, it’s a really exciting part of 
Raleigh and will be in the next five to 10 years. To me, a key 
word is ‘vibrant.’” 
Bandwidth will employ 1,165 people and have more than 
$100 million in capital investment, according to a Wake 
County economic development report. The state’s DHHS will 
move more than 4,000 workers to its new headquarters in a 
planned 10-story, 480,000-square-foot office building. 
Commercial growth around PNC Arena The Blue Ridge 
Corridor Alliance is a non-profit created jointly by the city, 
N.C. State and property owners and businesses in the Blue 
Ridge Road area to coordinate public and private 
investments. According to alliance estimates, $2.67 billion 
has been invested in Blue Ridge Corridor projects since 
2016 – the DHSS headquarters pegged at $554 million. 
“The area in southwest Raleigh anchored by such things as 
PNC Arena and the fairgrounds and Carter-Finley Stadium is 
currently a high concentration of destinations and 
hospitality,” alliance executive director Jeff Murison said in 
an interview. “But it has an enormous opportunity over the 
next five years as it continues to grow and evolve as a new 
urban center in Raleigh, with things such as the new DHHS 
campus, the Bandwidth campus and as the Centennial 
Authority completes its visioning process for the future of 
their property. 
“The Centennial Authority property and PNC Arena is 
basically, physically the heart of the community, and one of 
our biggest partners and stakeholders. We’re very excited 
about the concepts they’re considering and their vision of the 
future. The kind of things they’re contemplating have a very 
real prospect of transforming the community and positioning 
it to be extremely successful for the next 30 years.” 
Since the arena opened in October 1999, commercial growth 
has been slow around it. The biggest development has been 
Wade Park with its mix of office buildings, housing and a few 
eateries. 
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The only restaurants within walking distance from PNC 
Arena are the Backyard Bistro, a Wendy’s and a Bojangles 
on Trinity Road. 
“What was envisioned when the (arena) site was selected 
and when this was all approved is that the area would 
naturally develop and support the arena and support future 
growth,” Baldwin said. “That it has not happened I think a lot 
has to do with most of the land being owned by the state.” 
But if growth has been stagnant in the vicinity close to the 
arena, developing the property adjacent to the arena could 
change that. It could bring billions of dollars of private-sector 
investment. It could transform it into an area offering hotels, 
restaurants, housing, office space, a concert venue in a joint 
venture with Live Nation, the country’s dominant music 
promoter, a sportsbook in partnership with one of the major 
gambling companies, like MGM or FanDuel. 
“This could be a game-changer,” Baldwin said. 
How NC State, Hurricanes came to share the arena  
The original vision for the arena was to be the Wolfpack’s 
basketball place next to NCSU’s Carter-Finley Stadium. 
There was talk of it having 23,000 seats – more than UNC’s 
Smith Center in Chapel Hill – in a college arena that had an 
NBA feel to it. 
That morphed into plans for a smaller multi-purpose arena, 
one that would host N.C. State basketball and professional 
hockey. The City of Raleigh and Wake County agreed to 
share the cost of building it with NCSU and the state, and the 
Hurricanes spent millions more after the franchise moved 
from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1997. 
The arena, with an estimated cost of $158 million, opened in 
October 1999 and was then called the Raleigh Entertainment 
and Sports Arena. The Hurricanes, after two years of “home” 
games in Greensboro, began play at the ESA and N.C. 
State’s men’s basketball team had a new home after 50 
years in Reynolds Coliseum on the NCSU campus. 
The arena has hosted Stanley Cup finals in 2002 and 2006, 
the 2011 NHL All-Star Game and the 2004 NHL Draft. There 
have been NCAA tournament regional games and the CIAA 
once held its conference tournament there.. 
There have been concerts and monster trucks, rodeos and 
pro wrestling at the arena. The Apex Legends Global Series, 
bringing a major esports event to Raleigh, was held at PNC 
Arena this year and was deemed a major success for the 
arena and economically for the community with so many out-
of-town visitors. 
A study commissioned for the authority in 2018 estimated the 
arena would have an economic impact of $4 billion in its first 
20 years. 
PNC Arena due for renovations  
PNC Arena now is due for a major facelift and renovation, an 
enhancement that the authority has been exploringsince 
2014 and is overdue. The pandemic put everything on hold 
for almost two years, but the Centennial Authority has 
secured a chunk of the funding in local tourism tax money 
needed to jump-start the renovation process again. 
The funds, from Wake County and the City of Raleigh, are 
provided through the city and county Interlocal Agreement, 
which is funded by the hospitality industry’s hotel/motel and 
prepared-food tax. They helped finance both the construction 
of PNC Arena and the Raleigh Convention Center, among 
other projects. “Our planning partners, the City of Raleigh 
and Wake County, have very distinctly told us they want us 

to get started,” authority chairman Philip Isley said. “They 
have appropriated money to us and they want to get going. 
“I know it seems we are doing things fast. We are. This is the 
arena for our state, for our city, for our county, and we have 
a lot of expectations to enhance this arena and make this 
very much a 21st Century arena.” A developing trend with 
21st Century arenas has been more about developing space 
outside the walls of the arenas. 
“Teams have recognized when you have people come to 
events, figuring out ways to keep them there longer, have 
them come earlier and stay later and spend more money and 
generate more taxes makes a lot of sense,” said Dan Barrett, 
the CAA ICON consultant who prepared a report on PNC 
renovation and ancillary development as well as serving as 
the authority’s representative in lease negotiations with the 
Hurricanes. “It’s about how you utilize your property to its 
best use. Teams across the U.S., Canada and even Europe 
are looking at their sites and trying to figure out how to 
capitalize on that opportunity. And it is a significant 
opportunity.” 
While providing more amenities for the fans at the games – 
refurbished State Farm Arena in Atlanta even has a Killer 
Mike barber shop – there has been an increasing demand to 
provide more entertainment options before and after the 
games, and just a short walk away. “That is the national 
trend,” Baldwin said. “I think what’s happening is people are 
looking for a different experience. I think a lot of people want 
to see that experience expanded.” 
The Hurricanes want that at PNC Arena – the Hurricanes’ 
lease gives Dundon right of first refusal for developing the 80 
acres of property at the arena and north of Carter-Finley 
Stadium, an area that’s currently parking lots and 
undeveloped land along the perimeter. NHL commissioner 
Gary Bettman wants it, making it known during a visit to 
Raleigh during the 2022 playoffs. “I think there’s a great 
vision for not just the arena or the team but for the entire 
area,” Bettman said during the visit. “I think that vision is 
exciting and it’s a win-win for everybody.” 
Isley called Bettman a “great asset” in the push for 
improvements. 
“He’s the guy,” Isley said. “He understands and appreciates 
that we’re a unique arena because we’re not downtown. He 
also recognizes the benefits with respect to our location, our 
ease of access.” The possibilities for private-sector 
investment in a commercial and entertainment district could 
be many. “I think the opportunity is unlimited there,” Raleigh 
developer Jeff Ammons said. “The access to highways, the 
access to schools … it seems to me that all the hard stuff is 
done. The easy stuff is coming in and building. 
“It’s an excellent opportunity and so many things are in place 
there that if you were going to start from scratch it would be 
such an expense. How would you ever pull that off 
downtown? They’re really set up to build with what they have 
right there. “That area just seems really ripe for growing.” 
Plans for arena development in places like Atlanta, Anaheim  
Plans for the Honda Center in Anaheim, California, where 
the NHL’s Ducks play, include the addition of OC Vibe, a $3 
billion mixed-use entertainment development on 95 acres. It 
will have two hotels, housing, office buildings, more than 30 
eateries and a concert venue, the Orange County Register 
reported. Another prototype development is The Battery 
Atlanta. The Braves played in downtown stadiums for more 
than 50 years until the decision to build a new major-league 
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park in Cobb County, more than 10 miles northwest of the 
city center – Truist Park, which was called SunTrust Park 
when it opened in 2017. 
But there’s more than just a baseball stadium stuck in the 
suburbs. The Braves contributed to the building of The 
Battery Atlanta, an entertainment district adjacent to the park 
that bills itself as a “360-degree experience where you can 
have fun within steps of the field.” There’s an Omni Hotel that 
overlooks the ballpark and an Aloft Hotel. There’s a street 
packed with shops and restaurants that include a wine bar 
and taproom. There are apartments and office buildings. 
There’s also a 4,000-seat concert venue, the Coca-Cola 
Roxy, a Live Nation venue. It’s not just a game-day 
destination. It’s an everyday destination. 
“The Battery seems to be the model right now,” Scott 
Dupree, executive director of the Greater Raleigh Sports 
Alliance, said in an interview. “If they could pull off that kind 
of thing around PNC Arena it would be amazing. That could 
be a real difference maker and it could take the building, I 
believe, to another level. It’s already successful but there’s 
certainly potential for more.” Added Isley: “That’s a really 
cool project. I’m told when it’s game day you’ve got to see it. 
When it’s not game day you’ve got to see it.” 
‘An NC State decision’  
It will take cooperation with N.C. State to make it happen. It 
will take continued support from chancellor Randy Woodson, 
who serves on the authority. NCSU officials have been 
reluctant to discuss the project publicly, with Woodson 
releasing a statement noting he wanted to “ensure short and 
long-term impacts to NC State are considered in any 
decisions.” 
“Whatever we do is going to be an N.C. State decision,” N.C. 
State athletic director Boo Corrigan said on the ACC Now 
podcast. “It’s not going to be a Boo Corrigan decision, it’s not 
going to be an athletic decision alone. It’s going to involve 
the university and Chancellor Woodson, whatever direction 
he wants to go with the Centennial Authority, with Gale 
Force, with everyone else involved in what it is. I think that’s 
the most important thing from our standpoint, is that we’re 
aligned properly with the university and those decisions will 
be coming down the road.” The Wolfpack uses the parking 
lots surrounding the arena for basketball and football games. 
The parking spots are assigned and parking passes are paid 
for by members of the NCSU Wolfpack Club. While the lots 
surrounding Carter-Finley Stadium would not be affected, the 
lots north of the stadium could eventually be absorbed by 
development, the capacity replaced by parking decks, some 
of which could be configured with wider spaces for tailgating. 
Many Hurricanes fans tailgate before games, a part of the 
hockey season’s playoff tradition. It will be a change for 
many, not just Wolfpack fans., as parking decks replace 
surface parking in some areas. Isley believes any differences 
can be alleviated and problems resolved. “This is a long-term 
project and I really believe we’re lucky because we have NC 
State and the Hurricanes,” Isley said. “They’re two really 
good tenants and they’re communicating with each other. 
And that’s helpful to me. The athletic director (Boo Corrigan) 
and chancellor have been great to work with. They certainly 
have been receptive to ideas as we talk through this.” 
Don Waddell, the Hurricanes’ president and general 
manager, said there are roughly 4,000 parking spots around 
the arena, which could be increased to 8,000 to 10,000 
spots. “When the building was built, if you go back, there was 

talk of development on the property and it was never 
followed through,” Waddell said, “We’re sitting on 80 acres 
on the PNC (Arena) side that we can make into a destination 
place, a place where people want to go. We don’t have that 
now.” 
The Hurricanes’ lease agreement  
CAA ICON, the consulting firm that formulated the arena 
development master plan, negotiated the five-year arena 
lease extension between the authority and the Hurricanes 
through 2029 and has again been engaged to negotiate a 
long-term lease with the Hurricanes, is one of three bidders 
to act as the authority’s representative during renovations, 
along with Legends and JLL, both also major national firms. 
Among the clients and projects handled by CAA ICON are 
the NHL’s Seattle Kraken and Climate Pledge Arena, and the 
NFL’s Las Vegas Raiders and Allegiant Stadium in Las 
Vegas. Legends’ recent projects include the multiyear 
renovations to New York’s Madison Square Garden, while 
JLL worked with the Braves on The Battery.  
Ratio and HOK, the design firms hired by the Centennial 
Authority to handle the initial arena enhancement and 
renovation, have been further commissioned and charged 
with updating those plans for the authority. Meetings have 
been with the major stakeholders on the revised renovations 
in the past few months. The CAA ICON report to the 
authority noted the firm recently met with representatives 
with officials from the City of Raleigh, Wake County, Gale 
Force, NCSU, the state departments of Administration, 
Agriculture and Commerce, the General Assembly and 
development firms Kane Realty of Raleigh and Dallas-based 
Woods Capital, whose owner has partnered with Dundon on 
projects there. Proposed plans for the renovation include 
expansion of an indoor/outdoor plaza area on the south end 
of the arena, expansion of the Hurricanes team store and 
improvement to concourse areas including the addition of 
“view terraces” on the upper concourse. Isley and the 
authority want the arena renovation on a fast track, with the 
first work beginning in 2024. Giving the arena a more 
modern feel, then the plans for commercial development 
should make PNC Arena more attractive for future events.  
One example: bids have been made to host NCAA regionals 
at PNC Arena – the final two rounds, not the opening rounds 
– but have not been successful, Dupree said. “We also 
looked at the (NCAA) Women’s Final Four but it was clear 
they were looking for hotels and entertainment around the 
building, so I felt we were not able to submit a competitive 
bid,” Dupree said. Should HOK and Ratio work in conjunction 
with CAA ICON it would be an indoor/outdoor consortium of 
sorts at PNC Arena. They will have to work around the arena 
schedules, causing the authority’s Shanahan to liken it to 
“refitting an airplane while it’s flying.” “If you were to develop, 
say, a mixed-used development and create a place and 
destination beyond the arena we would be willing to 
understand what kind of amenities we don’t need to duplicate 
within the arena,” Bill Browne, Principal and CEO of Ratio, 
said to authority members during a late-June presentation at 
PNC Arena. “We want to have a cooperative arrangement. 
“Branding is really a big part of the arena world today and 
how are we going to change the branding from where you 
are now to a more contemporary, more up-to-date kind of 
approach? How are we going to reposition the arena so that 
it’s really taking advantage of the real estate as well as 
bringing it up to date?” The projected cost is anyone’s guess. 
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An initial estimate for the arena renovation was $225 million, 
Isley said. That was pre-pandemic, a couple of years ago. 
“It’s going to be a big number,” Isley said. “If we’re mindful of 

what we’re doing, mindful of our goals and mindful of what 
our budget is, we can figure this thing out. I’m bullish.” 

 
 

 

Category 5: Hurricanes home again 

By Cory Lavalette 
The Hurricanes are back in Raleigh after spending nearly 
two weeks on the road in the western part of North America, 
returning with a 4-1-1 record heading into Friday’s home 
game against the Islanders. 
 
1. The Islanders picked up an emotional win Wednesday, 
beating the hated Rangers 3-0 behind 41 saves by goalie 
Ilya Sorokin. 
 
Also helping the Isles win on home ice against their rivals? A 
penalty kill that is perfect on the season. New York killed all 
three Rangers power plays to improve to 25 for 25 on the kill, 
one of two teams (St. Louis, 11 for 11) that still hasn’t 
allowed a goal while shorthanded. 
 
It’s not like the Isles haven’t been tested. According to 
NaturalStatTrick.com, New York has allowed 53 scoring 
chances (tied for fifth most in the NHL) and 22 high-danger 
chances (tied for the second most). It wasn’t a surprise that 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour mentioned the Islanders’ 
goaltending when asked what has made New York so good 
at killing penalties to start the season. 
 
“They’re all in sync, you can tell,” the Hurricanes coach said 
Thursday. “They do a nice job. They’re denying a lot of 
entries, which is key, and their goalie’s made some nice 
saves too, and that’s got to be your best penalty killer. 
 
“I think killing is a lot of structure and it’s a lot of everyone 
doing their job, but it always comes down to big saves too.” 
 
2. The Islanders’ power play, meanwhile, has converted on 
just 12.5% of its attempts, ranking 25th in the early going this 
season. 
 
Two of New York’s three goals have been scored by captain 
Anders Lee, who has four goals and three assists through 
seven games. He has five power play goals in 26 career 
regular season games against Carolina, tied for the most he 
has against any team. New York is 3-1-0 when Lee scores a 
power play goal against the Hurricanes, his only loss coming 
when he scored two on March 18, 2018. 

 
Overall, the Islanders have lost six of their last seven against 
Carolina (1-4-2) and have scored just 15 times in those 
games while allowing 25, and the Hurricanes have outscored 
them 5-3 on the power play in that stretch. 
 
3. Brind’Amour said Wednesday that Ondrej Kase is in the 
NHL concussion protocol. Given his long history of head 
injuries, I’d imagine the Hurricanes will proceed with caution. 
 
Calvin de Haan has also missed the last two practices, and 
Brind’Amour said Thursday the defenseman is day-to-day 
but is “right there” as far as being close to returning. 
 
Brind’Amour admitted it was a difficult situation for Ethan 
Bear, who has been a healthy scratch for 20 straight games 
dating back to last year’s playoffs and is clearly No. 8 of eight 
defensemen on the roster. He’s also been the subject of 
trade rumors, though Carolina can afford to be patient. 
 
“You just never know how things work out,” Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. “We get another (guy) nicked up or something 
happens, and next thing you know, he’s right in there. So it’s 
tough on him. I understand that, but it’s just how it is.” 
 
4. Speaking “it’s just how it is,” Carolina has now had two 
goals disallowed this season. The first, in the third period of a 
tie game the Hurricanes ended up losing in overtime, was 
called back after Sebastian Aho was ruled offside well before 
Derek Stepan scored. 
 
NHL Situation Room ruling 
Challenge Initiated By: Calgary 
Type of Challenge: Off-Side 
Result: Call on the ice is overturned – No Goal Carolina 
Explanation: Video review determined that Carolina’s 
Sebastian Aho preceded the puck into the offensive zone 
and was in an off-side position prior to Derek Stepan’s goal. 
According to Rule 38.9, “The standard for overturning the call 
in the event of a “GOAL” call on the ice is that the NHL 
Situation Room, after reviewing any and all available replays 
and consulting with the On-Ice Official(s), determines that 
one or more Players on the attacking team preceded the 
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puck into the attacking zone prior to the goal being scored 
and that, as a result, the play should have been stopped for 
an “Off-Side” infraction; where this standard is met, the goal 
will be disallowed.” The clock is reset to show 31.1 seconds 
(19:28 elapsed time), when the off-side infraction occurred. 
 
Stepan was involved again in the second non-goal when 
Paul Stastny’s was immediately waved off in the first period 
of Carolina’s win in Vancouver. Brind’Amour challenged but 
lost, and the Canucks tied the game on the ensuing power 
play. 
 
NHL Situation Room ruling 
Challenge Initiated By: Carolina 
Type of Challenge: Goaltender Interference 
Result: Call on the ice is upheld – No goal Carolina 
Explanation: Video review confirmed Carolina’s Paul 
Stastny had a significant presence in the crease which 
impaired Thatcher Demko’s ability to play his position. The 
decision was made in accordance with Rule 69.1 which 
states, in part, “Goals should be disallowed only if: (1) an 
attacking player, either by his positioning or by contact, 
impairs the goalkeeper’s ability to move freely within his 
crease or defend his goal.” 
 
What did Brind’Amour learn from that disallowed goal? 
 
“That was my mistake,” he admitted. “It was called no goal 
on the ice. Had it been called a goal, it would be different, I 
think. I don’t think they would have changed it, you know 
what I mean?” 
 
5. Back in 2017 I asked Brind’Amour about what it’s like to 
be one of the NHL’s Ironmen, a player who doesn’t ever miss 
games, when a member of the club, Andrew Cogliano, was 
coming to town. 
 
Both Brind’Amour (who was hurt blocking a shot in a 
preseason game and missed the start of the season 1999-

2000) and Cogliano (who was suspended for one game) had 
their streaks end in heartbreaking ways. 
 
Vegas forward Phil Kessel became the all-time Ironman on 
Monday when he played in his 989th consecutive game, a 
feat that’s particularly impressive when one remembers that 
in 2006, just after turning 19, he was diagnosed with 
testicular cancer. 
 
Kessel passed Keith Yandle, who broke Doug Jarvis’ 
longstanding record in January before retiring following last 
season. 
 
“It’s a huge accomplishment,” Brind’Amour said of Kessel 
setting the record. “You need to have a lot of luck, you need 
to have a lot of things go your way to be able to do that. But 
you got to answer the bell. And you can say what you want 
the player, but you got to give him credit that he comes to 
play.” 
 
I’m unsure if he was hinting at Kessel’s reputation as a 
player who is not particularly interested in the type of 
rigorous workout regiment like Brind’Amour had in his 
playing days (and now, truthfully). Toronto columnist Steve 
Simmons was sure to rake Kessel over the coals following 
his exit from the Maple Leafs, even claiming the winger’s 
affinity for hot dogs led him to “wander from his 
neighbourhood condominium to consume his daily snack” 
from a local roadside vendor. 
 
Kessel had a laugh at Simmons’ expense after earning the 
first of two Stanley Cup rings with the Penguins. 
 
He also got the last laugh Monday by solidifying himself as 
the most durable player in NHL history. 
 
“He’s always been a great player.” Brind’Amour said. “We all 
know the skill level. I don’t know the guy so I can’t really 
comment much, but I just know the accomplishment is what 
it is. That stands on its own.”
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Canes hosting Fan Fest in Raleigh day before Stadium Series game 

By Jessica Patrick
Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes have announced a 
huge Fan Fest to take place the day before their first-ever 
outdoor hockey game. 
 
A limited number of tickets are on sale for the Saturday, Feb. 
18 game against the Washington Capitals at N.C. State's 
Carter-Finley Stadium as part of the NHL's "Stadium Series." 
Tickets are available through Ticketmaster starting at $215. 
The tickets are expected to sell out quickly. 
 
The free Fan Fest will be held Friday, Feb. 17, in downtown 
Raleigh between 11 a.m. and 9 p.m., featuring street hockey 
and ice skating, local vendors, food trucks, craft beer, live 
music, art, photo stations, a kids' zone and inflatables. The 
Fayetteville Street event will stretch between City Plaza and 
the State Capitol and comes the day before the outdoor 
game, which will be under starry skies at 8 p.m. 
 
Earlier this month, the Canes sold out of their original 
allotment of 18,660 tickets – matching the number of seats in 

PNC Arena – from the NHL within three hours, according to 
general manager Don Waddell. 
 
The team "begged" for more tickets, Waddell said, eventually 
receiving 30,000 total tickets. The NHL only wanted to give 
20,000, Waddell said. Hurricanes' season-ticket holders 
bought all 30,000 tickets. 
Carter-Finley Stadium 
Hurricanes set ticket record for outdoor game at Carter-
Finley Stadium 
 
"Of all the games that the NHL has put on over the last 13 
years, it's the most tickets sold to a season-ticket base of 
any franchise," Waddell said. 
 
Capacity at Carter-Finley Stadium for the game is expected 
to be around 51,500. The NHL offers tickets to each 
franchise to sell for Stadium Series games and keeps some 
tickets for sponsors and partners, Waddell said.
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Canes Announce Fan Fest Ahead of Outdoor Game 
By Sophia Ho 
RALEIGH, NC - The National Hockey League's Carolina 
Hurricanes, in conjunction with Greater Raleigh Merchants 
Association and Shop Local Raleigh, today announced the 
Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest in downtown Raleigh on 
Friday, Feb. 17, 2023, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. The family-
friendly event will be open to the public, free of charge. 

The Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest will celebrate the 
organization's 25 years in North Carolina and feature 
Hurricanes alumni, street hockey and ice skating, as well as 
local vendors, food trucks, craft beer, live music, art 
installations, photo stations, kids' zone activations and 
inflatables. The event will run on Fayetteville Street, from 
City Plaza to the State Capitol. 
 
"We're excited to partner with Shop Local Raleigh to provide 
the Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest, another tentpole event for 
a weekend that has long been in the works," said Mike 
Forman, Hurricanes Chief Marketing Officer. "Thanks to the 

generous support of many constituents, including the Greater 
Raleigh Convention and Visitors Bureau, Centennial 
Authority, City of Raleigh, Wake County and the State of 
North Carolina, we will be able to put on this free event for 
the entire community and provide entertainment for all of our 
out-of-town visitors." 
 
"The Carolina Hurricanes Fan Fest is going to be the largest 
winter event we've seen come to downtown Raleigh in 
decades and is going to be an event that's not to be missed. 
The commitment from the Carolina Hurricanes and area 
partners to make this event happen are making this THE 
event of 2023," said Jennifer Martin, Executive Director Shop 
Local Raleigh. 
 
Sponsorship opportunities are available for the Fan Fest, and 
vendor applications are being accepted now. To inquire 
about sponsorships and receive more information about 
becoming a vendor at the event, please contact Shop Local 
Raleigh, the Fan Fest's organizer. 

 

 
 
Daily fantasy hockey picks, projections 
By Zeke Lukow – FRI. 10/28/2022 
Player to watch for goal: Bryan Rust, F, PIT (at VAN) -- He's 
tied for the third-most goals (three) and fourth-most shots on 
goal (23) on the Pittsburgh Penguins and has at least three 
shots on goal in each of his past two games. The Penguins 
lead the NHL in goals per game (4.29) and have the second-
most shots on goal per game (38.1) entering Thursday. Rust, 
who had 24 goals in 60 games last season (82-game pace: 
33 goals), is playing on the top line with elite center Sidney 
Crosby and wing Rickard Rakell and first power play with his 
linemates, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang. Pittsburgh visits 
the Vancouver Canucks (0-5-2), who will be on the second of 
back-to-back games and have allowed the fourth-most goals 
per game (4.29) in the NHL entering Thursday. 

Player to watch for assist: Clayton Keller, ARI (vs. WPG) -- 
He leads the Arizona Coyotes in assists (five) and has their 
second-most points (seven) behind defenseman Shayne 
Gostisbehere (eight). Keller led the Coyotes in points (63 in 
67 games) last season and had an NHL career-high 0.94 
points per game. He is on the top line and power-play unit for 
the Coyotes, and the Winnipeg Jets have allowed at least 
four goals in three of their six games this season. 

Player to watch for shots on goal: Fabian Zetterlund, F, NJD 
(vs. COL) -- He had seven shots on goal in 13:41 in the New 
Jersey Devils' 6-2 win against the Detroit Red Wings on 
Tuesday playing mostly in a top-six role with center Nico 
Hischier. Zetterlund quietly has nine points (three goals, six 
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assists) in 16 NHL games over the past two seasons, and 
the defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche 
are allowing 3.00 goals per game (tied for 13th most in NHL 
entering Thursday). 

Player to watch for power-play point: Brent Burns, CAR (vs. 
NYI) -- He has four assists, three on the power play, in his 

first six games with the Carolina Hurricanes after being 
acquired from the San Jose Sharks in the offseason. Burns 
ranks third among NHL defensemen in shots on goal per 
game (3.67) behind Roman Josi (4.43) of the Nashville 
Predators and Gostisbehere (3.83). The Islanders have a 
perfect penalty kill (25-for-25) so far, but the Hurricanes have 
scored multiple power-play goals twice this season. 

  
 
 
 

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, each team’s biggest surprise 
By Kristen Shilton 
The first two weeks of the 2022-23 NHL season are in the 
books, and while some things haven't surprised us -- the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Vegas Golden Knights leading their 
divisions, and the Arizona Coyotes near the bottom -- there 
has been no shortage of shocks for every club thus far. This 
week alongside our updated power rankings, we'll identify 
the player, stat or trend that has surprised us most for all 32 
teams. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published Oct. 21. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 
1. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Oct. 28), @ PHI (Oct. 29), vs. 
WSH (Oct. 31), @ TB (Nov. 3) 
 
A surprising linchpin to Carolina's early push has been its 
second line, centered by the emergent Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
The Hurricanes have been waiting to see the best of their 
young forward, and his unit with Andrei Svechnikov and 
Martin Necas is showcasing just that. Kotkaniemi has been a 
shockingly good two-way contributor, and is 57.5% in the 
faceoff dot. 
2. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.875 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Oct. 28), @ PIT (Nov. 1), @ NYR 
(Nov. 3) 
 
Simply put, this has been a surprisingly great start for a team 
who many believed was past its point of serious contention. 

Boston was missing Brad Marchand (their leading scorer 
from last season) and Charlie McAvoy (who generates ample 
offense from the blue line) for the first two weeks, and still 
managed a 6-1-0 record while tying for the most goals 
scored in the league (30). 
3. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.643 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Otc. 28), @ NYI (Oct. 29) 
 
Colorado's power play has been shockingly good, and the 
Avalanche are employing an unconventional style to boot. 
While Colorado's top unit is the classic alignment (four 
forwards and one defenseman), they've tried a second unit 
with three (!) defensemen and two forwards. Surprisingly, 
that's been a winning recipe -- the Avalanche are at 50% on 
the man advantage, nearly 20 percentage points better than 
the next team. 
4. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.643 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Oct. 28), @ SEA (Oct. 29), vs. 
BOS (Nov. 1), @ BUF (Nov. 2) 
 
Sidney Crosby playing like a Hart Trophy candidate won't 
floor anyone. When Crosby's linemate Jake Guentzel got 
hurt though, the surprising pick to initially replace him was 
Danton Heinen, who is having an unexpectedly great start. 
The winger reeled off three goals and six points in his first 
seven games, and is playing some of his best hockey ever -- 
all on a $1 million deal! 
5. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.833 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Oct. 29), vs. SEA (Nov. 1), vs. 
NSH (Nov. 3) 
 
It's no great shock that Calgary is off to a franchise-best start 
after bringing on Nazem Kadri and Jonathan Huberdeau over 
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the summer. But the chemistry Kadri found so quickly with 
Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube on the Flames' second 
line? That's a welcome surprise for Calgary's offense. It's 
impossible to predict how players will mesh -- and getting in 
the groove can take time -- yet that trio has been perfectly 
complementary. 
Editor's Picks 
 
    NHL rookie rankings: Who is at head of dynamic class? 
    3hRyan S. Clark 
    Eating to win: NHL stars find an edge by focusing on 
nutrition 
    2dKristen Shilton 
    'Mythical figure,' one-of-a-kind gamer: Stories from Phil 
Kessel's former teammates 
    2dGreg Wyshynski 
 
6. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Oct. 28), vs. WPG (Oct. 30), @ 
WSH (Nov. 1), @ OTT (Nov. 3) 
 
How's this for balance? The white-hot Golden Knights have 
gotten at least one point from 19 of their 20 skaters this 
season. And Vegas has 14 different goal scorers already. 
For a club that struggled to stay competitive down the stretch 
last season, the Golden Knights' surprisingly robust offensive 
attack isn't letting any opponents off easy right now. 
7. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.563 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Oct. 29), @ ARI (Nov. 1), @ SJ 
(Nov. 3) 
 
Remember last spring, when Florida's woeful power play 
contributed to the President's Trophy winner's early 
postseason exit? Well, in a shocking twist, the subsequent 
special teams overhaul hasn't been good. The Panthers are 
averaging more power-play opportunities per game (4.71) 
than any team in the league, but are an awful 6.1% at 
converting them. Both man-advantage goals Florida scored 
came in the same period of the same game. Back to the 
drawing board. 
8. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.563 
Next seven days: @ LA (Oct. 29), @ ANA (Oct. 30), vs. PHI 
(Nov. 2) 
 
Toronto has looked shockingly out of sorts at times, from 
their many defensive miscues to concerns over streaky 
scoring. The Leafs' surprisingly stable spot? Goaltending. 
Matt Murray may be out with an injury, but Ilya Samsonov 
has been excellent, providing Toronto every opportunity to 
figure itself out. The goalie could use a little more help from 
his friends. 
9. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Oct. 29), @ ARI (Oct. 30), vs. PHI 
(Nov. 1), vs. BOS (Nov. 3) 
 
The Rangers turned in some surprising results of late with 
losses to both Columbus and San Jose. But below the 
surface, New York's underlying numbers don't suggest 
catastrophe -- they're a top-five possession team (and 
dominate the face-off circle), average fewer than 30 shots 
against per game and more than three goals per game. 
10. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.688 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Oct. 29), vs. LA (Nov. 1), @ ARI 
(Nov. 3) 
 
It's a surprise that Roope Hintz is a surprise (to some). The 
center launched into a point-per-game pace this season that 
followed up on one of the most unheralded 37-goal seasons 
in the league in 2021-22. While Jake Oettinger (deservedly) 
draws headlines and Dallas' excellent overall start to the 
campaign is great, Hintz's role in that success shouldn't be 
catching anyone off guard. 
Watch NHL games on ESPN networks 
 
This season will include 103 exclusive regular-season games 
across ESPN, ESPN+, Hulu and ABC. More than 1,000 out-
of-market games will be available to ESPN+ subscribers via 
NHL Power Play on ESPN+. 
• How to watch 
• Subscribe to ESPN+ 
• Stream the NHL on ESPN 
11. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.625 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Oct. 29), vs. NSH (Nov. 1), vs. NJ 
(Nov. 3) 
 
For once, Edmonton's success isn't being driven entirely by 
just those two players everyone always talks about (Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl). The Oilers have gotten 
surprisingly consistent contributions up front from their third 
line, led by Ryan McLeod and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, and 
that bodes well for the team's direction this season. 
12. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Oct. 29), vs. LA (Oct. 31), vs. NYI 
(Nov. 3) 
 
The encore to Jordan Binnington's truly tumultuous 2021-22 
season has been a shockingly strong opening to this new 
campaign. The Blues' netminder started 3-1-0, with one 
shutout and a .936 SV% to his credit. St. Louis believed in 
Binnington even when he faltered; now the goaltender 
appears to be proving his mettle all over again. 
13. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.571 
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Next seven days: @ FLA (Oct. 29), @ TB (Nov. 1), vs. VGK 
(Nov. 3) 
 
The Senators have exhibited an expected depth of scoring 
talent up front. The real surprise in Ottawa has been their 
impressively sound defense. It's not just the Thomas Chabot 
show, either. Artem Zub has been strong, Jake Sanderson is 
an emerging star, Erik Brannstrom has bounced back, and 
even Travis Hamonic is fitting in. No wonder Ottawa is off to 
an encouraging start. 
14. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Oct. 29), vs. DET (Oct. 31), vs. 
PIT (Nov. 2) 
 
We knew Rasmus Dahlin would be good. But ... this good? 
Like, leading NHL defensemen in points (9), setting records 
(as the first blueliner in history to score a goal in five straight 
games to open a season) and generally dominating one 
opponent after another? That's a good surprise Buffalo can 
get behind. 
15. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Oct. 29), @ BUF (Oct. 31), vs. 
WSH (Nov. 3) 
 
Detroit had a busy offseason, acquiring free agents who 
have contributed to the team's hot start. Elmer Soderblom is 
an in-house lineup addition who's been surprisingly effective 
early on. The rookie is an intimidating presence on the ice, at 
6-foot-6, 220 pounds, and uses that size to his advantage 
(see: Soderblom undressing Kings defenseman Sean Durzi 
with an alley-oop pass -- to himself). Soderblom's two goals 
in five games look like just the beginning of his run. 
16. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Oct. 28), vs. CBJ (Oct. 30), @ 
VAN (Nov. 1), @ EDM (Nov. 3) 
 
Jesper Bratt was tied for the league lead in scoring (three 
goals, 12 points) through seven games. Just like we all 
predicted. Bratt is the Devils' surprising standout so far in a 
start that included potting two goals and an assist in just 13 
minutes of ice time against Detroit. That's some impressive 
efficiency. 
17. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Oct. 29), @ CAR (Oct. 31), vs. 
VGK (Nov. 1, @ DET (Nov. 3) 
 
The Capitals acquiring free agent goaltender Darcy Kuemper 
was their big swing of the offseason. Its netted surprisingly 
mediocre results. Washington is bottom-10 in goals allowed 
so far (3.43 per game) while Kuemper and his new 
teammates have worked to find a rhythm. These things can 

take time, but given Kuemper's championship pedigree and 
the veteran-laden lineup around him, it's been an unusually 
slow transition. 
18. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.444 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Oct. 29), @ STL (Oct. 31), @ 
DAL (Nov. 1), @ CHI (Nov. 3) 
 
There's been a surprising ascension in the Kings' ranks, and 
his name is Gabriel Vilardi. The 23-year-old had previously 
struggled to become a full-time NHLer, but that looks to be in 
the past as Vilardi led L.A. with seven points through seven 
games out of the gate -- which also matched Vilardi's 25-
game point total from a season ago. Onwards and upwards. 
19. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.714 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Oct. 29), @ NYR (Nov. 1), @ 
TOR (Nov. 2) 
 
The Flyers going 3-0-0 out of the gate? Shocker. The 
surprising backbone of their success? Carter Hart. The 
netminder's 4-0-0 start with a .949 SV% and 1.75 GAA 
powered Philadelphia to a respectable spot in the early-
season standings. 
20. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Oct. 29), vs. OTT (Nov. 1), vs. CAR 
(Nov. 3) 
 
Steven Stamkos leading the Lightning with seven goals in 
seven games? Not a surprise. That Tampa Bay scored only 
17 goals total through its first eight games? More shocking. 
The Lightning offense has failed to catch fire through a 
below-average start to this season. 
Editor's Picks 
 
    NHL rookie rankings: Who is at head of dynamic class? 
    3hRyan S. Clark 
    Eating to win: NHL stars find an edge by focusing on 
nutrition 
    2dKristen Shilton 
    'Mythical figure,' one-of-a-kind gamer: Stories from Phil 
Kessel's former teammates 
    2dGreg Wyshynski 
 
21. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ DET (Oct. 29), @ CHI (Oct. 30), vs. 
MTL (Nov. 1), vs. SEA (Nov. 3) 
 
The Wild have been a surprising enigma after a 113-point 
2021-22 season. Minnesota went 0-3 out of the gate with a 
rusty-looking Marc-Andre Fleury in net (posting an .847 SV% 
and 5.25 GAA) while leading the NHL in goals against. Then 
Fleury rebounded, and the team somewhat followed suit in 
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its next three -- with wins over Vancouver and Montreal and 
an overtime loss to Boston -- but what an unexpected roller 
coaster thus far. 
22. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.429 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Oct. 28), vs. COL (Oct. 29), @ 
CHI (Nov. 1), @ STL (Nov. 3) 
 
The Islanders' inability to score consistently isn't so 
surprising given the lack of offseason turnover. Ilya Sorokin's 
difficulties were more shocking. New York's starter went 1-3-
0 to start, with a 2.84 GAA and .908 SV%. Then Sorokin 
posted a 41-save shutout against the Rangers. Will the real 
Sorokin please stand up? 
23. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Oct. 28), @ VGK (Oct. 30), vs. 
MTL (Nov. 3) 
 
From the small-sample-size department: When the Jets 
score four goals, they win. When the Jets score fewer than 
four goals, they lose. That's been the surprisingly consistent 
trend to start their first six games -- and is somewhat 
shocking given the presence of elite netminder Connor 
Hellebuyck. Let's see how long it holds. 
24. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.375 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Oct. 28), @ NJ (Oct. 30) 
 
A not-so-fun surprise for the Blue Jackets: Not even Johnny 
Gaudreau could prevent them from being the last team in the 
NHL this season to score a power play goal (starting the 
season 0-for-20). Yikes. 
25. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.571 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Oct. 29), vs. MIN (Oct. 30), vs. 
NYI (Nov. 1), vs. LA (Nov. 3) 
 
The Blackhawks have been a surprisingly resilient group. 
Despite a roster depleted of contributors from seasons past, 
Chicago has managed three come-from-behind victories 
already. That's not so bad, and certainly out-paces the low 
bar of expectations most pundits had for the Blackhawks this 
season. 
Watch NHL games on ESPN networks 
 
This season will include 103 exclusive regular-season games 
across ESPN, ESPN+, Hulu and ABC. More than 1,000 out-
of-market games will be available to ESPN+ subscribers via 
NHL Power Play on ESPN+. 
• How to watch 
• Subscribe to ESPN+ 
• Stream the NHL on ESPN 
26. Montreal Canadiens 
 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ STL (Oct. 29), @ MIN (Nov. 1), @ WPG 
(Nov. 3) 
 
The rebuild may be on in Montreal, but the Canadiens' depth 
is surprisingly strong already. Sean Monahan and Kirby 
Dach have elevated Montreal up front even more than 
expected, while the freshman-heavy back end highlighted by 
Arber Xhekaj and Kaiden Guhle has been making strong, 
consistent contributions. That's a win. 
27. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.438 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Oct. 29), @ EDM (Nov. 1), @ 
CGY (Nov. 3) 
 
It's early, but seeing Nashville at the bottom of multiple 
league categories? Shocking. The Predators have 
consistently blown leads, and rank among the NHL's worst in 
goals, shots on net and in special-teams success. Nashville 
has talent in its depths, that talent just hasn't come to the 
forefront. 
28. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.444 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Oct. 29), @ CGY (Nov. 1), @ MIN 
(Nov. 3) 
 
The Kraken appear to be giving Shane Wright a surprisingly 
limited audition. The rookie averages fewer minutes (6:51 
per game) than any other Kraken skater, and he hasn't had 
much chance to really get involved. Given the nine-game 
window Seattle has to decide about Wright's next move -- 
and the fact Wright could be playing big minutes in with his 
junior team -- it's an interesting strategy to take. 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.333 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Oct. 28), vs. NYR (Oct. 30), vs. 
FLA (Nov. 1), vs. DAL (Nov. 3) 
 
Arizona averaged more goals (3.17 per game) through their 
first six games than the following clubs: Florida, Tampa Bay, 
Toronto and the New York Rangers. Don't act like you're not 
(a little) surprised. 
30. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.300 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Oct. 29), vs. ANA (Nov. 1), vs. FLA 
(Nov. 3) 
 
Did anyone have an Erik Karlsson resurgence on their 
Sharks' Bingo card? San Jose's early returns have been iffy, 
but Karlsson's shockingly good play has not been. The 
veteran looks better than he has in years, averaging over 23 
minutes of ice time per game, and leading the Sharks in 
points. Talk about a bright spot. 
31. Vancouver Canucks 
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Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.250 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Oct. 28), vs. NJ (Nov. 1), vs. ANA 
(Nov. 3) 
 
The Canucks have been shockingly bad at holding a lead 
(see: multiple, multi-goal advantages disappeared) during 
their historically poor 0-5-2 run to open this season. 
Vancouver was believed to be on the upswing, stocked with 
maturing young talent, stable goaltending and the right 
veterans. Surprisingly, nothing has added up yet. 
32. Anaheim Ducks 

 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.214 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Oct. 28), vs. TOR (Oct. 30), @ SJ 
(Nov. 1), @ VAN (Nov. 3) 
 
John Gibson has been Anaheim's saving grace for a few 
seasons. It's surprising how often the Ducks still leave him 
out to dry. Anaheim is top three in goals against (4.50), and 
Gibson has a below-.900 SV%, but for a team that has some 
good talent overall, it's shocking how the Ducks can't offer 
more support to their goaltender.

 
 
 

FutureCanes MailBag: Vol. 5 
By Alex Ohari 
With the NHL season now well underway, I felt like it’d be a 
good time to answer some burning early season questions 
from the readers. Let’s dive right into it. 

I really do, yeah. The fact that he’s actually still a Hurricane 
is surprising to me. The team does seem to like him, so I’m 
not shocked that they’re holding onto him to get fair value, 
but at some point both sides just need a fresh start. It’s pretty 
obvious that he’s well behind Jalen Chatfield, Dylan Coghlan 
and Calvin de Haan on the depth chart, and I don’t think his 
preseason performance inspired any confidence that he can 
jump those guys. I strongly believe he’s played his final 
game as a Cane already. 

In the case of Svechnikov, this is already a top-tier player. 
He scored 30 goals last season and nearly 70 points as a 
21-year old, which already had him in the class of the stars. 
What we’re witnessing so far this year is him taking another 
step towards superstardom. He’s continuing to learn where 
he needs to be to score, his release is deadly and he keeps 
adjusting to use his size and strength to his advantage, 
which makes him very difficult to defend. With 7 goals in his 
first 6 games, he’s currently on pace to score 96, which, 
while I don’t quite think is realistic, I have strong optimism in 
him eclipsing the 40-goal mark this year — as I predicted 
before the season started. 

In the case of Nečas, we’re witnessing a player who’s taken 
the offseason to step back and reset himself. With the skill 
and speed he possesses, we all know that this player is a 
weapon on his day. He can be the most dynamic guy on the 
ice at any given time. The noticeable difference early in the 
season is the confidence he’s playing with. He’s not afraid to 
do what he wants, he’s skating brilliantly, and things are 
clicking for him. He’s even contributing much more than I’ve 
seen from him on the defensive side of things. He looks like 

a player who’s devoted to proving the doubters wrong, and 
so far he’s done exactly that. 

I think it’s way too early to really make any decisions on that. 
On one hand, sure, Burns hasn’t exactly gotten off to the 
explosive start we were all hoping for early in the season, but 
he’s also played just 6 games in a system that defensemen 
have historically taken quite a while to adjust to. It’s been a 
struggle so far, especially with his decision making at times, 
but I’m not overly concerned yet. We all know what he can 
do in this league, and the Canes didn’t give up much to bring 
him here. 

Yeah, I think you can make that argument for sure. Now just 
imagine if Jake Gardiner had been able to get healthy and 
back to the level he was playing at as Brett Pesce’s partner 
back in 2020. Talk about a wicked group. However, the 
depth is likely to take a little hit when Ethan Bear is moved 
along, but the team has some other options in Chicago with 
NHL experience such as Maxime Lajoie and William 
Lagesson, who can help overcome the losses of Grigorii 
Dronov and Joey Keane from the group. 

Let’s wait and see how the season plays out before we start 
discussing any of that. Injuries, form (especially down the 
stretch) and potential contract demands all play a large factor 
in which way the negotiations can go. Also have to keep in 
mind that Pyotr Kochetkov will turn 24 in June of 2023, and 
considering what he’s shown at the pro level thus far, I would 
be very surprised if he’s not on the NHL roster next fall. 

All things considered, I feel like he’s done his job pretty well. 
The thing with Martinook is that nobody can ever question 
his heart and his effort level, and he’s a player you can rely 
on to bring 110% every night. The issue with him is that what 
he brings just isn’t worth a $1.8M cap hit and the team has 
other guys in the system that can fill his role and even 
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eclipse it for a fraction of the cost. But credit where it’s due, 
he’s been good for the most part thus far. Just please, for the 
love of God, keep him away from the first line. 

If he can get back to the level he’s played at throughout his 
career, his return will be huge. He’s sure to help out a 
powerplay unit that’s struggled for consistency, and will 
probably be the best “finisher” on this team. The guy just 
finds ways to score. He attacks the paint, he’s got a good 
release and he pounces on loose pucks. He’s a clinical 
forward, and in a possession-heavy system I expect him to 
get a lot of shooting opportunities that he’ll convert into 
scoring chances. 

During the offseason, I was a huge advocator of moving 
Nečas to center to see what he could do with more space 
and the ability to free roam. Now, I’m not sure I’d rush into 
the move. Through the first 6 games of the season, he’s 

playing the best hockey of his career on the wing and has 
developed some real chemistry with Svech and KK. The trio 
has been firing on all cylinders, and the dynamic abilities of 
each guy on that line is a matchup nightmare for a lot of 
teams in this league. At this point, I think you stick with 
what’s working. 

That’s a good question and quite frankly, I’m not entirely 
sure. He’s a young kid who’s still learning the overall 
structure of the game at the NHL level, and he’s already 
playing top line minutes and on the PP. The Canes already 
have a glut of forwards they can depend on to kill penalties 
— Aho, Stepan, Staal, Fast, Martinook, Necas, etc — so I 
don’t think they need to overburden Jarvis with doing too 
much right now. He’s only 20. Letting him focus on the 
known areas of strength in his game is a great way to 
continue to ease him into NHL hockey, and he’ll be ready for 
an expanded role if/when the Canes need him to b
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1256866 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders teammates ‘proud’ as Josh Bailey nears 1,000th game 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Playing his 999th career game on Wednesday night, and his last home 
game before hitting 1,000, Josh Bailey got to hear his goal song at UBS 
Arena one more time. 

Bailey has never scored more than 18 goals in a season, and he hadn’t 
scored this year until Wednesday, but it was fitting nonetheless. Only two 
other players have hit 1,000 games playing their entire careers with the 
Islanders: Bryan Trottier and Denis Potvin. No current athletes in New 
York have played with their current teams longer than Bailey has with the 
Islanders, for which he made his debut in 2008. Serenading him only felt 
right. 

“Usually it’s after a goal, so usually it’s a good feeling,” Bailey said 
following the 3-0 win over the Rangers. “But even throughout the game, 
I’ll never forget in the playoffs, especially the Coliseum, hearing it. It was 
something special for sure. Very appreciative for all the support.” 

Bailey is reluctant to discuss himself or his personal achievements, but 
he admitted his kids sing the song, as do their friends. And his 
teammates are well aware of what the number means. 

“It’s really special,” Islanders captain Anders Lee said last weekend. “It’s 
an extremely difficult feat to accomplish. Josh is a standup guy, a true 
pro and one that’s seen a lot of different things and battled through a lot 
of different things as well, and just for him to accomplish this with our 
team is truly special. 

“I’m extremely proud for him and his family. It’s a huge honor. So I can’t 
wait to celebrate that night with him. I’m fortunate enough to be with him 
for quite a bit of those games, so a lot of fond memories that we’ve had 
together on the ice and off the ice. Just a really cool, special moment.” 

Added Matt Martin: “It’s an incredible accomplishment. One, to stay 
healthy. Two, to be a good enough player to stick around that long. He’s 
a good pro, he comes every day whether it’s going good or bad, he’s a 
leader on this team and remains focused at all times. He’s a very, very 
close friend of mine and in a lot of ways, I’ve looked up to [him] over the 
course of my career. To do it all with one franchise is even more 
spectacular.” 

Bailey’s goal on Wednesday was his first point of the season, and it 
came in his first game playing on the top line with Mathew Barzal and 
Oliver Wahlstrom — a combination that seemed to work well. 

Lee, who’s in his 11th straight season playing with Bailey, said his game 
is underappreciated by fans. 

“Bails, his game is so cerebral,” Lee said. “He’s always finding the open 
guy and making the smart play. A lot of his skill is undercover. … To play 
along his side, it’s always great. You always know you’re getting a good 
look. You got someone out there that they’re seeing the game in a really 
high-level way.” 

Kieffer Bellows, whom the Islanders waived on Wednesday, was picked 
up by the Flyers. 
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What the teetering Islanders can learn from the Lightning's stumbles and 
eventual Stanley Cups 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

Jon Cooper is leaning back in a chair at the desk in his office at Amalie 
Arena. It’s Saturday, and out on the ice, the Islanders are finishing up 
their morning skate ahead of a game they will lose, 5-3, to the Lightning. 
In here, Cooper, the Tampa Bay coach, is explaining the art of bouncing 
back. 

“There’s perfect storms in winning,” Cooper told Post Sports+. “And 
there’s also perfect storms in losing.” 

The room is packed with memories and memorabilia, but the two pictures 
to Cooper’s right, of him celebrating two Stanley Cup victories, stand out. 
Cooper has coached the Lightning since 2013-14, and he reached the 
mountaintop with back-to-back Cup wins in 2020 and 2021, losing in the 
final last year and in 2015. But that didn’t come without moments of 
doubt along the way. The Lightning missed the playoffs in the 2016-17 
season, after having reached the Cup Final and the conference finals in 
the two seasons prior. That disappointment, and the recovery from it, is 
what we’re here to talk about, because it’s where Cooper sees a parallel 
between his team and the Islanders. 

That year in Tampa, Steven Stamkos suffered a season-ending injury 
after just 17 games. Goaltender Ben Bishop didn’t play at all. Thirty-three 
players played 10 or more games. 

Last year on Long Island, the Isles didn’t play a home game until Nov. 
20. Then they suffered a COVID-19 outbreak, sidelining much of their 
lineup for another two weeks. It would take until the New Year before 
their lineup was completely healthy. 

The Lightning missed the playoffs by a point in 2017, the Islanders by 
much more than that. 

“They’ve been to two conference finals in a row waiting to get back and 
the perfect storm went against them, just like it did in 2016-17 for us,” 
Cooper said. “And then we ended up moving a bunch of players and we 
kinda reset our team, and then we took off again.” 

That’s why this comparison is imperfect. Though the Lightning continued 
to build around a core that included Stamkos, Brayden Point, Nikita 
Kucherov, Alex Killorn and Andrei Vasilevskiy — players who are still 
there — they also added Yanni Gourde, Ryan Callahan, Ryan McDonagh 
and Anthony Cirelli, to name a few players, before or during the 2017-18 
season. The Islanders didn’t add a single player to their top 12 forwards 
this past offseason, and acquired only Alexander Romanov to help on the 
back end. 

In that sense, the better Tampa Bay parallel is to 2019, after the 
Lightning were shockingly swept out of the first round of the playoffs by 
Columbus and decided to keep their core together. That conversation 
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between Cooper and general manager Julien BriseBois did happen, as it 
surely did between Islanders coach Lane Lambert and GM Lou 
Lamoriello. But it ended in the same place. 

“I think that trickles down from your leadership,” Cooper said. “So you 
need to have a group that they gotta believe in each other. Leadership 
kicks in, guys who have been there. The Islanders have a lot of those 
guys. They kept the team together. They had belief in the team. I think 
the general manager and the coach had belief in the team, and I think if 
you don’t have that, then you don’t have anything. To me, that’s what the 
Islanders have.” 

Head coach Jon Cooper of the Tampa Bay Lightning holds the Stanley 
Cup following the series-winning victory over the Dallas Stars in Game 
Six of the 2020 NHL Stanley Cup Final. 

Jon Cooper and the Lightning finally broke through with a Stanley Cup 
triumph in 2020. 

Following that second disappointment in 2019, Cooper looked inward to 
deliver the change that was needed. He felt there needed to be a higher 
degree of accountability, for himself and players, and that he had begun 
to let things slide during a 62-win regular season the year prior. He 
started benching players more readily, as Lambert has in sitting Josh 
Bailey in Tampa and Anthony Beauvillier in Florida this past weekend. 

“What do players covet the most?” Cooper said. “On a personal level, 
they covet ice time. In the end, that’s what they covet. Take it away from 
them and it can change — it probably doesn’t change all the players, but 
it can change some players. And that’s probably one of the biggest things 
that you hold guys accountable.” 

During a trip to Sweden early the next season, Cooper started to feel like 
things were different. The Lightning won twice against a hot Sabres 
team, and he felt they could win physically, with speed and with skill. At 
the trade deadline, they added Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow, 
bolstering their top six in a way that would drastically pay off. 

The Islanders have not had that moment yet this season, and it’s not 
clear that they will. But the blueprint is there, and so is the belief. Even 
with a slow 3-5 start to the season that improved slightly after 
Wednesday’s 3-0 win over the Rangers, it is all in front of them. 

“The best thing we did was we did not blow the team up,” Cooper said. 
“We knew inside, we had to change some things mentally in our game, in 
how we approach the game, how to close out games, and by losing in a 
horrific, crushing way, it ended up delivering that.” 

He points to his right. 

Five hits from Islanders 3, Rangers 0 

Josh Bailey celebrates his goal against the Rangers … in his 999th 
career game. 

1. The newest version of the first line, with Mathew Barzal centering 
Oliver Wahlstrom and Josh Bailey, had a successful night, with a 71.43 
shot attempt percentage, per Natural Stat Trick, and Bailey getting his 
first goal of the year. Wahlstrom next to Barzal in particular was deemed 
promising by Lambert, who said “it looked like there was a little bit of 
something there.” 

2. Wednesday night would have been Bailey’s 1,000th career game had 
he not sat on Saturday in Tampa. It’s a bit of a bummer that it wasn’t: It 
would have been a great moment for him to score at home against the 
Rangers as he hit a meaningful milestone of playing 1,000 career games 
all with the same organization — something that doesn’t happen often in 
the salary-cap era. Of course, it’s not Lambert’s job to consider that in his 
lineup decisions, but it is too bad Bailey will hit that mark on the road 
against Carolina instead of on Long Island. 

3. A cool nine hits for Cal Clutterbuck and another night when the Identity 
Line looked good. Through seven games, it’s been the best forward line 
for the Islanders, though that designation is influenced by Lambert having 
changed up the top nine a good amount. 

4. Five shots on net for Anthony Beauvillier following a healthy scratch in 
Florida. After a slow first period, Beauvillier played with energy and 
speed, the way Lambert wants him to, and it made an impact. 

5. The Islanders’ power play didn’t score in three tries, but had stretches 
when it moved the puck crisply. The second unit in particular — with 
Ryan Pulock at the point — looked far better than it did over the 
weekend. 

A bizarre end to the roster logjam 

Kieffer Bellows #20 of the New York Islanders celebrates his goal against 
the New York Rangers during a preseason NHL game on October 8, 
2022. 

Kieffer Bellows was a curious choice to be waived in favor of an extra 
defenseman. 

The news Wednesday that the Islanders waived Kieffer Bellows was 
easy to see coming in two ways: 

1. He was the only roster forward not to play either weekend game in 
Florida, with Nikita Soshnikov and Ross Johnston both getting a chance. 

2. It was not tenable for the Islanders to continue with just six 
defensemen on their roster, a scenario that invites trouble, for a three-
game road trip across the Midwest next week. 

Still, seeing Bellows, who was signed to a one-year, $1.2 million 
extension this past summer, hit waivers having only skated in one game 
this season, was not the scenario we would have predicted following 
training camp — where Bellows outplayed not only Johnston and 
Soshnikov, but also Wahlstrom. Lambert refused to give much of an 
explanation for why Bellows wasn’t playing, so it’s not clear why the 
Islanders viewed the 24-year-old power forward as expendable beyond 
his obvious lack of production (11 goals, 14 assists) over 68 career 
games with the club. 

That would be an adequate explanation if it did not also apply to 
Johnston, whose game mostly limits him to the bottom six, or Soshnikov, 
who before this season had not played in the NHL since Nov. 2018. 

Getting Bellows’ salary off the books clears more space than either of 
those options, but not by much (Johnston is ticketed at a $1.1 million 
AAV). And though we won’t know whether he has cleared waivers until 
Thursday afternoon, it is hard to see how Bellows was not the most likely 
of those three players to be claimed if put on waivers. He is the youngest, 
he is under team control next summer (unlike Soshnikov) and his deal 
does not represent a long-term commitment (unlike Johnston’s). 

Perhaps Bellows will clear waivers, rendering this discussion moot. But it 
is certainly a risk that he won’t, making this is a hard move to make 
sense of. 
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Potvin Socks! Potvin Socks! Yes, they're socks and they feature Denis 
Potvin 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

The ubiquitous and derisive chant at Madison Square Garden dates to 
1979. Potvin Socks, however, debuted at UBS Arena on Wednesday 
night, fittingly at an Islanders-Rangers game. 

Islanders Hall of Fame defenseman Denis Potvin finally is marketing the 
famous hatred he draws from Rangers fans. The first two designs of the 
blue, orange and white Potvin Socks — with that play on words displayed 
prominently — went on sale for the first time on Wednesday at the Isles 
Lab Team Store at UBS Arena, with Potvin spending an hour meeting 
fans purchasing the new item. The socks also can be purchased at 
PotvinSocks.com, with 10% of the profits going to the Islanders 
Children’s Foundation. 

Potvin, always noted for his hard-nosed physical play in addition to his 
prodigious offensive production, drew the forever enmity of Rangers fans 
on Feb. 25, 1979. His hard hit on Ulf Nilsson resulted in the slick-skating 
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Swede breaking an ankle when his skate got caught in a rut on the 
Garden ice. 

To this day, Rangers fans scream the Potvin chant at every game, even 
when the Islanders are not the opponents. 
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Isles' Kieffer Bellows claimed off waivers by Flyers 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Kieffer Bellows’ next NHL opportunity, if it comes, will 
be with the Flyers. 

Philadelphia claimed the former first-round pick off waivers from the 
Islanders on Thursday. Bellows played only 68 games with the Islanders 
after being selected 19th overall in 2016. 

Bellows logged a game-low 7:16 of ice time on opening night when the 
Islanders lost to the Florida Panthers, 3-1, at UBS Arena, then was a 
healthy scratch in the six subsequent contests. 

The Islanders did not announce a corresponding roster move on 
Thursday — they did not practice or conduct media availability — but 
likely will add a seventh defenseman for Friday night’s game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

Bellows re-signed a one-year, $1.2 million deal with the Islanders in the 
offseason as a restricted free agent. He had 11 goals and 14 assists 
during parts of four seasons. The left-shooting forward set career highs 
last season with six goals, 13 assists and 45 games played. 

Bellows’ deletion leaves the Islanders with approximately $3.7 million in 
salary-cap space under the $82.5 million ceiling. President and general 
manager Lou Lamoriello likely tried to trade Bellows but found no takers 
before losing him for no compensation. 

When Bellows remained a healthy scratch, coach Lane Lambert was 
asked repeatedly if there were concerns about his game. He consistently 
replied with a brief “no” but offered no further explanations. However, 
fellow extra forwards Nikita Soshnikov and Ross Johnston got one-game 
trials in the Islanders’ lineup ahead of Bellows, which said a lot about his 
standing within the organization. 

Oliver Wahlstrom, injured during the preseason, replaced Bellows in the 
lineup for the second game of the season. 
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Josh Bailey to play 1,000th game for Islanders on Friday 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Josh Bailey, known more for a cerebral approach to 
hockey than fiery outbursts, anticipates he will be emotional when he 
plays his milestone 1,000th NHL game. That’s expected to occur on 
Friday night against the Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

“It’s tough not to get emotional thinking about it,” Bailey, the longest-
tenured Islander, said after scoring his first goal of the season in 
Wednesday night’s 3-0 win over the Rangers at UBS Arena. That could 
have been Bailey’s 1,000th game, but coach Lane Lambert made him a 
healthy scratch for last Saturday’s 5-3 road loss to the Lightning. 

“I had a lot of family and friends here tonight,” Bailey said. “People that 
mean a lot to me. They’re riding the wave with me with the highs and 

lows and it will be just as special for them as it will be for myself. You 
wouldn’t be here without a great support system and that includes 
everyone in this room here and it’s been a fun ride.” 

Bailey said his parents will make the trip for Friday’s game and that he 
will have another large crowd of friends and family at Saturday night’s 
home game against the Avalanche, when his achievement will be 
recognized before the game. No doubt, the fans will serenade him with 
the Josh Bailey song. 

Bailey, 33, trails only Hall of Famers Bryan Trottier (1,123) and Denis 
Potvin (1,060) in games played for the Islanders. 

The ninth overall pick in 2008 from Bowmanville, Ontario, made his debut 
on Nov. 11, 2008, as a teenager ineligible to play in the AHL. His lone 
minor-league stint after coming out of the junior Ontario Hockey League 
was 11 games with Bridgeport in 2010-11. 

“Just a kid, a teenager,” Bailey said of his NHL debut, a 3-1 loss to the 
Flyers at Nassau Coliseum. “I feel like my eyes were wide open. I was 
just trying to soak it all in. My mom and dad and brother were there for 
that one, too. It was something I had dreamed about since I was a little 
kid. You always remember that first game. Looking across at warmups, 
seeing guys that you’ve watched on TV and played video games with. 

“To be on the other side of it now is pretty cool.” 

The 6-1, 200-pound forward has 177 goals and 379 assists in 999 
games, plus 16 goals and 34 assists in 71 playoff contests. 

And, to hear his coaches over the years discuss him, plenty of things that 
don’t show up on the scoresheet. 

“He means so much to the organization for so many years,” Lambert 
said. “He’s a cerebral player. He’s a smart player. You can trust him. You 
can count on him. You can count on him defensively and he provides 
offense as well. A lot of the things that he does aren’t noticed as much as 
maybe us coaches notice them. But a very valuable guy from that 
standpoint.” 

Notes & quotes: MSG Networks has added former Islanders defenseman 
Thomas Hickey as an in-studio analyst for the team’s broadcasts. He will 
make his debut on Friday. 
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Thomas Hickey joins MSG Networks as Islanders studio analyst 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Thomas Hickey’s one-game, on-air audition with MSG 
Networks went very well. 

The former defenseman has been added to the Islanders’ broadcast 
team as a studio analyst for this season and will join Shannon Hogan for 
Friday night’s pregame show before the Islanders face the Hurricanes at 
PNC Arena, the network announced on Thursday. 

“It’s truly an honor to join MSG Networks as an Islanders’ studio analyst 
and begin this next chapter of my career,” said Hickey, who worked on a 
trial basis with Hogan during the broadcast on Oct. 15 as the Islanders 
beat the Ducks, 7-1, at UBS Arena. 

“I’m thrilled for the opportunity to now cover the team I was fortunate 
enough to play for, as well as connect with the fans in a new way.” 

A.J. Mleczko also will continue to serve as a studio analyst for Islanders’ 
broadcasts on MSG Networks. 

The Kings made Hickey, now 33, the fourth overall pick in 2007 but he 
did not make his NHL debut until the Islanders claimed him off waivers 
prior to the lockout-shortened 2013 season. 

Hickey played all of his 456 NHL games for the Islanders before 
concussions and other injuries derailed his career, finishing with 22 goals 
and 95 assists. He played two games last season but had spent the bulk 
of the past three seasons assigned to the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in 
Bridgeport. 

Hickey participated in the Devils’ training camp last month on a 
professional tryout offer but did not make the team. 

“We’re excited to add Thomas Hickey to our Islanders’ broadcast team,” 
said Jeff Filippi, MSG Networks senior vice president of programming 
and production/executive producer. “As a recently retired player, Thomas 
has suited up with many of the current Islanders and has competed 
against most players in the league, giving fans a real inside look into the 
current NHL.” 
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Josh Bailey at 1,000 games: Islanders fans love to serenade a polarizing 
player 

 

Kevin Kurz 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — It’s a familiar tale in hockey. The teenage phenom, 
who is a standout in the Canadian junior leagues, unexpectedly earns a 
roster spot at the beginning of the NHL season. Meanwhile, behind the 
scenes, the head coach of his junior team is patiently waiting, hoping and 
longing for that player to return to take his rightful place at the top of the 
lineup. 

It was no different with Josh Bailey, drafted by the Islanders with the No. 
9 overall pick in 2008, coming off of a breakout 96-point season in 67 
games for the OHL Windsor Spitfires. The coach of the Spitfires, Bob 
Boughner, now an assistant with the Detroit Red Wings, often would call 
then-Islanders general manager Garth Snow with one question. 

“When am I getting Bails back, Snowy?” 

“We thought we were getting him back,” Boughner recalled. “I used to 
call Snowy probably once a week trying to get him back. Eventually they 

made the decision to keep him, which was awful for us, but unreal for 
Josh to make the NHL as a teenager.” 

Fourteen years later, Bailey, 33, is still in the NHL and still with the 
Islanders. He will suit up for his 1,000th career NHL game on Friday 
when the Islanders take on the Carolina Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C. A 
ceremony for Bailey at UBS Arena is set to take place on Saturday, when 
the Islanders host the Colorado Avalanche. He’ll be just the third player 
in franchise history to reach 1,000 games wearing Islanders colors, 
joining franchise icons Bryan Trottier and Denis Potvin. 

Bailey’s journey, though, has been much different than those two players 
who are now enshrined in the Hockey Hall of Fame and who helped the 
organization capture four straight Stanley Cup championships. 

There have been suggestions that Bailey was called up to the NHL too 
early, therefore hindering his development. There have been flashes of 
greatness, yes — particularly in the playoffs, during which Bailey has 
scored some of the most important goals in recent memory. His 556 
points in 999 games over 14 seasons is evidence enough that he’s been 
a steady point-producer and reliable contributor throughout his time in the 
NHL, too. 

But there have also been stretches of play during which Bailey is less 
effective, frustrating the passionate Islanders fan base. That he was a 
surprising healthy scratch on Saturday in Tampa Bay just added more 
fuel to a fire that didn’t need it when it comes to Islanders fans debating 
his role on the team. 

For his part, Bailey has learned how to handle what can only be 
described as his polarizing status with the Islander faithful. 

“Honestly, from my perspective, it’s always been great,” Bailey said after 
Wednesday’s game with the Rangers, in which he scored his first goal of 
the season in a 3-0 Islanders win. “Yeah, I’ve heard the occasional thing 
when I’m out on the ice, but that’s all part of it. I’ve learned early that 
you’re not going to please everyone, so there’s no point in trying. 

“I’ve just tried to stick to being who I am and approach things the same 
way, no matter what. I know that there’s a ton of people that have always 
supported me. You get reminded of that often. We did (a fan) event at the 
start of the year and the amount of positive things people said to me, it 
touched me. It reminds you of the fans that you’re really playing for.” 

The primary appeal of playing at Nassau Coliseum is just how loud and 
intense the home fans could make the place. Matt Martin can vividly 
recall the Islanders’ first game back in the old barn on Dec. 1, 2018, a 3-2 
win over the Columbus Blue Jackets in a game that marked the team’s 
much-anticipated return from Brooklyn purgatory. 

Bailey didn’t score that night. But that didn’t stop the home fans from 
serenading him in what has now become a staple at any Islanders home 
game. 

Hey, Josh Bailey! Ooh, ah! I wanna know, woah woah, will you score a 
goal? 

“They had it going pretty loud. It was pretty incredible,” Martin said. “It’s 
just such a cool thing, especially at the Coliseum. It gave me chills the 
first time I heard it. … We sing it from time to time to him, as well. We 
have fun with it.” 

Said Islanders captain Anders Lee: “That connection we have with the 
fans, that song for Bails — he’s scored some really big goals throughout 
some of our playoff pushes and key moments in our season. When you 
have that kind of connection, it’s always a cool moment.” 

The song originated with Tom LoFaso and John Ballantine, the co-
founders of the Blue and Orange Army that currently resides in section 
329 of UBS Arena. It was Ballantine who first came up with it shortly after 
Bailey was drafted. They would sing it in Brooklyn and Bailey would hear 
them, raising his stick toward them in salute after the game if he was 
ever named as one of the three stars, for example. 

It took some time for the song to really take off, though. The 2019 playoff 
series against the Pittsburgh Penguins, during which Bailey scored the 
OT goal in Game 1 of the eventual four-game sweep by the Islanders, 
was the moment it essentially went mainstream. 
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“I feel like that’s when literally the whole building was signing it, 
especially after the overtime winner,” LoFaso said. “That kind of made it 
its own real thing.” 

LoFaso has met Bailey a number of times, and even owns one of his 
game-used All-Star jerseys from his only appearance in the midseason 
event in 2018. But even LoFaso, who has met Bailey a number of times 
and considers him “an awesome dude” and “a really good, character 
guy,” can understand both sides of the Bailey debate. 

“As much as I love the guy, there’s some times he doesn’t make the best 
decisions with the puck,” LoFaso said. “I can say that sitting up here a 
couple hundred feet away from the rink, not knowing what’s going on 
down there. 

“I think it’s just because everybody expects a little bit more out of him. 
We know what he’s capable of. We’ve seen it. He was an all-star. He’s a 
very streaky guy. When he’s going, everybody loves him, and when he’s 
in a little bit of a rut, it’s like, eh…” 

At the same time, to see Bailey, who has grown up with the organization, 
made Long Island his home with his wife and kids, and been a key part of 
some of the successes in recent years, playing 1,000 games all with the 
Islanders is something that the fan base should be proud of, according to 
LoFaso. 

“To be able to do that is a really cool accomplishment,” he said. “It 
especially shows his loyalty to the team, which is something you’re proud 
of in your heart.” 

There is a confluence of circumstances that have to happen for any NHL 
player to reach 1,000 games, not the least of which, even Bailey 
admitted, is luck. 

But the player himself still has to have at least a few extraordinary traits. 
For Bailey, according to just about anyone that’s spent any amount of 
time by his side, it’s his brain. 

Boughner noticed it early, after Windsor made a trade to acquire him 
from Owen Sound when the Spitfires needed a little more offense. 

“When he came, he was this little skinny kid,” Boughner said. “I wasn’t 
expecting much, but you could see instantly his hockey smarts.” 

That hockey sense is what has helped keep Bailey generally healthy over 
the years, according to Boughner, who has served as the head coach of 
the Panthers and Sharks before joining the Red Wings in June and often 
tries to catch up with his former winger whenever the two oppose one 
another. 

“He’s not the biggest (or) strongest guy, and he’s not the fastest guy. You 
never see Josh in a game over his career really get lined up,” Boughner 
said. “He’s just smart. He’s a few seconds ahead of the play. Obviously, 
that’s why he’s such a good playmaker and a passer. He’s been able to 
grind it out and be able to spend so much time in the NHL because for 
the most part I think he’s been fairly injury-free from the big injuries. I 
think that has to do with his hockey sense and being aware on the ice.” 

That’s no accident, according to Bailey, who was drawn to the game at 
an early age. 

“From the time I was a kid I just studied the game, I just watched hockey 
constantly,” he said. “It was the first thing I did in the morning, watching 
highlights. It was just something I always wanted to do. I think along the 
way you pick things up.” 

Lee, who has played with Bailey for more than a decade now, said, “A lot 
of his skill is undercover. I don’t think it gets enough appreciation at 
times.” 

Perhaps reaching 1,000 games will lead to a greater appreciation overall 
for Bailey, who is eighth on the Islanders’ all-time scoring list and fourth 
in assists. From Bailey’s perspective, playing so many games all with just 
one franchise is something that he’s proud to achieve. 

“This has been home for a long time now,” he said. “I’ve lived the majority 
of my life here as opposed to anywhere else. Kids were born here, my 
wife and I love it here. It’s been an honor to wear the jersey for this many 
years, and hopefully more to come.” 

Said Lee: “Josh is a stand-up guy, a true pro, and one that’s seen a lot of 
different things and battled through a lot of different things, as well. Just 
for him to accomplish this with our team is really special, and I’m 
extremely proud for him and his family.” 
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Kieffer Bellows Claimed Off Waivers by Flyers, How Did We Get Here? 

  

Stefen Rosner 

 

On Wednesday, the New York Islanders placed forward Kieffer Bellows 
on waivers. On Thursday, the Philadelphia Flyers claimed the 24-year-
old winger, as given their Long Term Injury Reserve situation, they had 
enough money and a roster spot to make this move work. 

With Bellows now no longer a part of the New York Islanders 
organization, the Islanders accrue $1.2 million in cap space and are 
projected to have $3.887 million of deadline cap space. 

The story from Monday has been updated: 

Kieffer Bellows was drafted 19th overall by the New York Islanders in 
2016 and was thought of to be the next goal scorer for the organization. 
He never panned out into the player they hoped he would become, but 
did take strides last season that earned him a pay raise this summer. 

This past weekend, New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert 
rotated in a few players while benching a few veterans as he tried to find 
any way to spark his hockey club. The Islanders ended up losing both 
games of their Floridian back-to-back as the Islanders staples did not get 
a jolt from the lineup insertions. 

On Saturday night, a 5-3 loss to the Tampa Bay Lightning, 28-year-old 
Nikita Soshnikov drew into the lineup in place of 15-year veteran Josh 
Bailey, playing alongside Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Oliver Wahlstrom. 

Lambert thought that his speed would provide a jolt against the Bolts, but 
that decision essentially blew up in his face because the Russian forward 
underperformed and made a critical mistake. 

That was not on Lane Lambert, as against a fast Lightning team, he was 
doing what he could to add speed to the lineup–the player just did not 
take advantage. 

“Oh, we just needed to get a spark, and it was a good opportunity to put 
Soshnikov in the lineup,” Lambert said following the game. 

On Sunday is where things got interesting. 

The speedy Anthony Beauvilier, who had scored against the Lightning 
the night before, was a healthy scratch against the Florida Panthers. 
Instead, Ross Johnston drew into the lineup, alongside Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau and Oliver Wahlstrom. 

Lambert stated this as the reason for going with Johnston against the 
Panthers. 

“Physical game. Physical player.” 

Both moves did not pan out. 

Why didn’t 24-year-old Kieffer Bellows, who performed well during 
training camp and even earned a start in the season opener, get a 
chance this weekend? 

Lane Lambert shared he had done nothing wrong to not play again when 
I asked him following Sunday’s loss. 

So what was the reason?  Because there always is a reason. 

Kieffer Bellows’ strength is his shot, and something he has added to his 
game has been his physicality. Something he does not have is his speed, 
and when you look at the moves Lambert made this weekend, one could 
say Bellows did not bring enough speed to provide the spark for Saturday 
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hence the move to go with Soshnikov, and if Lambert wanted physicality 
on Sunday, he went with the more physical player. 

It’s almost a situation like we saw with former fifth overall pick, Michale 
Dal Colle, who was drafted as a goal scorer, but because of his struggles 
to become an everyday NHLer based on his shot, he turned to being a 
physical, forechecking forward. 

This summer, Bellows received a pay raise following a solid end to his 
2021-22 season. The confidence was brewing on and off the ice. Bellows 
had seemingly surpassed young sniper Oliver Wahlstrom on the totem 
pole, and under first-year head coach Lane Lambert, he had the chance 
to show the organization that he deserved a more significant role in 
2022-23. 

“I mean, I view myself as being a regular in a lineup,” Bellows said after 
he inked a one-year, $1.2 million deal back in late August. “That’s what I 
want to be. I want to be making a significant impact from day one. That’s 
what I plan to do. 

“I plan to be good defensively but also be a big offensive player, use my 
shot, and score some goals for this team.” 

Through training camp, Kieffer Bellows received praise from Lane 
Lambert and even cracked the opening night lineup in a 3-1 loss to the 
Florida Panthers. 

Bellows played just 7:16 minutes in the defeat, with only 16 seconds of 
ice time in the third period. He was on the ice for the first Florida 
Panthers goal, as his giveaway in the defensive zone led directly to the 
opening tally. 

After the game, Lambert said that the reason Bellows did not play much 
after the first period, just 2:16 minutes in the second, was not about his 
play. The issue was that Bellows did not play on either the power-play 
units or the special teams. 

Special Team Situation Negatively Affected Playing Time For Bellows, 
Other Islanders 

Oliver Wahlstrom came into the lineup in place of Bellows for game two 
of the NHL season, and he played well, scoring a breakaway goal in the 
7-1 routing of the Anaheim Ducks. Then a few nights later, Wahlstrom 
stayed in the lineup and scored a pair in the 5-2 win over the San Jose 
Sharks. 

Bellows showcased last season that he can play a physical style, a pesty 
style. No, not to the level of Florida Panthers superstar Matthew 
Tkachuk, but compared to Ross Johnston, Bellows is more of a scoring 
threat, and the Islanders need scoring. 

In 2021-22, Bellows averaged 1.75 shots per game, along with 2.29 hits 
per game. 

“I am confident that I can play. I just gotta be given… let out there, and 
once I do that, then I think good things will come,” Bellows told NYI 
Hockey Now following Tuesday’s practice. 

Well, now we shall see if Philadelphia Flyers head coach John Tortorella 
gives him a chance, a chance that the New York Islanders did not give 
him in 2022-23. 
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Kieffer Bellows Trade Coming? Why His Value Increases After Waivers  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders made a shocking move on Wednesday as they 
placed former first-round pick Kieffer Bellows on waivers. Bellows had 
been passed over twice the previous weekend, first for Nikita Soshnikov 
and then Ross Johnston, which clearly showed that he was at the bottom 
of the totem pole. 

Bellows Placed on Waivers, Why He Found Himself on Bottom of Totem 
Pole 

With the New York Islanders currently only carrying six defensemen, the 
Islanders need to create a roster spot to get Robin Salo back up. 

If Kieffer Bellows was claimed off waivers, the Islanders would have an 
open roster spot and, in the process, clear $1.2 million off their books. 

On the surface, that seemed like the reason for the decision to place 
Bellows on waivers. 

But, and we will find out soon enough, I believe there is much more going 
on here. 

Was New York Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello trying to find a 
trade partner, but when no one bit, decided that waivers were the best 
option? 

Nope. I don’t believe that was the case, either. I think that Kieffer Bellows 
was placed on waivers with the hope that Lamoriello can pull the trigger 
on a trade to get a veteran defenseman for Scott Mayfield if he passes 
through. 

That spot alongside Mayfield may have been Robin Salo’s spot to start 
the season, but I would not be so sure it’s his spot going forward. 

Salo had some strong showings through his first four games of the 
season but also a few challenging games. And because of the struggles, 
the Islanders sent him to Bridgeport to create a roster spot for Sebastian 
Aho, who won the seventh defensemen job following training camp and 
preseason. 

But Sebastian Aho is what he is; if the Islanders can upgrade at the 
position, they should. 

There are only a few teams that could handle Bellows’ cap hit and only a 
few teams that have the roster space. 

The Arizona Coyotes ($16.9 M in space, no roster spot), Chicago 
Blackhawks ($6.56 M, roster spot), and Minnesota Wild ($3.57 M, roster 
spot) could claim Bellows, with the Coyotes having to waive/trade a 
player to fit him on the NHL roster. 

Kieffer Bellows is a native of Edina, Minnesota, so a potential 
homecoming could be on the horizon. 

But if no one would take a flyer on Kieffer Bellows on the waiver wire, 
could we see a trade coming? 

Why would any NHL franchise give up any assets for him when they 
could have acquired him for “free”? 

Good question. 

If a team claims a player off for waivers, he must be placed on their NHL 
roster. Not to mention a team may need to clear cap space at the NHL 
level to take on the contract, which could mean a team might have to 
waive a player of their own. 

If the new owner of the player wanted to send him to their AHL affiliate, 
he would need to go through waivers again and could be picked up by 
the team that placed him on waivers in the first place–and then sent to 
their AHL affiliate like we saw with Austin Czarnik last season. 

After the New York Islanders placed him on waivers, he was claimed by 
the Seattle Kraken. But when the Kraken waived him after six games, the 
Islanders scooped him back up and sent him to Bridgeport. 

But if a player passes through waivers, any team can trade for him and 
place him directly in the AHL. And that’s why Kieffer Bellows would have 
more value if he passes through waivers. . 

But one team the New York Islanders should make a deal with is the 
Boston Bruins for 29-year-old defenseman Mike Reilly. 

On the season, the left-side defenseman has just one assist through 
seven games but has played 17:07 minutes per game with nine blocks, 
12 hits, and just one giveaway. 

Mike Reilly has been playing on the bottom defense pairing with Brandon 
Carlo, as well as playing on the second power-play unit. 
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Boston’s number one defenseman, 24-year-old Long Island native 
Charlie McAvoy is expected to return sometime over the next month after 
undergoing left shoulder arthroscopic stabilization procedure back in 
early June. 

McAvoy participated in Tuesday’s optional morning skate ahead and was 
not seen wearing a non-contact jersey, per Joe Haggerty of Boston 
Hockey Now. 

Upon his return, the Boston Bruins would need to make a roster move 
anyway to activate McAvoy and Reilly is likely the player that comes out. 

But on Wednesday, Brad Marchand returns for the Boston Bruins, which 
means they need to create a roster spot. Based on the Bruins lines 
ahead of their contest with the Detroit Red Wings, Reilly is not in the 
lineup, and per Ian McLaren, Reilly will likely be sent down in a paper 
transaction. 

Reilly, who is waiver-exempt for a few more games since he was placed 
on waivers prior to the start of the season, can be re-assigned to 
Providence (AHL). But you do not keep a $3 million player in the AHL. 

With the Boston Bruins not having an abundance of young wingers, 
Kieffer Bellows could be a perfect acquisition for them, and there should 
not be any other player needed to make this trade work. 

Not to mention, Bellows played one season at Boston University (2016-
17). 

If the Islanders made this trade, one-for-one, the Islanders would then 
have $10.837 million in space to play with. If the Islanders wanted to 
even at the money a bit, they could add Richard Panik’s $1.375 cap hit 
(Detroit Red Wings retained 50 percent in deal) while getting hit with a 
$250,000 burying penalty. 

The Boston Bruins have north of $6 million in cap space ($6.25 M) and 
could fit both Bellows and a buried Panik. This move would also allow the 
Islanders to accrue more cap space, limiting the full cap hit that Reilly’s 
deal would bring. 

This hypothetical trade seems like a move that would benefit both sides. 

There are a handful of recent examples where a player was traded after 
passing through waivers. 

On Nov. 16 of 2021, Kyle Clifford was placed on waivers by the St. Louis 
Blues, only to be traded to the Toronto Maple Leafs for future 
considerations. He was then sent to their AHL affiliate, the Toronto 
Marlies. 

On Feb. 13 of 2021, the Ottawa Senators dealt Cedric Paquette and Alex 
Galchenyuk to the Carolina Hurricanes in exchange for Ryan Dzingel. 

A day later, Galchenyuk was placed on waivers by the Hurricanes, and 
once he cleared waivers, he was dealt to the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
exchange for Egor Korshkov and David Warsofsky. 

The Leafs later sent him to the Marlies. 

Upon being acquired by the Senators, Dzingel was placed on waivers. 
When he passed, he was dealt to the Toronto Maple Leafs for Nick 
Ritchie on Feb. 19. Following that move, Dzingel was again placed on 
waivers, being claimed by the Arizona Coyotes before being claimed off 
waivers by the San Jose Sharks. 

A wild ride for Dzingel there. 

We should find over the next coming days, or even as soon as later 
today, if trading Kieffer Bellows was the New York Islanders’ plan all 
along with the waiver move. 
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Wahlstrom's First Crack with Barzal in 2022-23: 'There Was a Little Bit of 
Something There'  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders may not have played a perfect game 
Wednesday night against the New York Rangers, but it was one of their 
strongest performances of the season as they shut out the New York 
Rangers 3-0 to snap a three-game skid. 

While the play of New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin was the 
story, another major storyline was Oliver Wahlstrom getting his first 
chance to play with Mathew Barzal this season. 

Following Tuesday’s practice, after the two took line rushes together, NYI 
Hockey Now spoke with Mathew Barzal about playing alongside Oliver 
Wahlstrom if they got the chance against the Rangers. 

“I want him to play hockey. If the shot’s there, the shot’s there. If not, I 
want him to make a play,” Mat BarzaI said. “I don’t want him to limit 
himself to just being a shooter. I want him to just play hockey, play free.” 

As for what head coach Lane Lambert wanted to see: “He’s a shooter. 
And Mat’s a possession guy, you know, with Josh Bailey there with him. 
He’s a distributor as well. So we just want to see more of, you know, 
more of Wally doing what he does best in that shooting the puck.” 

But Lambert, like Barzal, did not want to just see Wahlstrom shoot. He 
wanted to see him continue what he was doing when he wasn’t in the 
offensive zone. 

“He’s done a good job on the walls, getting pucks out,” Lambert said. 
“We talked about his limited turnovers, so there’s different areas of his 
game and different aspects of his game. As long as you do certain things 
right, things will take care of themselves.” 

It may not have been a perfect night for Oliver Wahlstrom and his line, 
but it was a solid showing and a performance Wahlstrom and his line 
could undoubtedly build on going forward. 

In 8:19 minutes of ice time, when this threesome was on the ice, they 
owned a 71.3 Corsi For Percentage, outshooting the Rangers 8-2 per 
Natural Stat Trick. They out-chanced the Rangers 5-4 and came through 
with a critical goal under six minutes into the third period to take a 2-0 
lead. 

Great passing led to Josh Bailey potting his first of the season from the 
top of the crease. 

HEYYYYYY JOSH BAILEY pic.twitter.com/7Tzg5oM90A 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) October 27, 2022 

Despite the strong analytics, their 0.45 Expected Goals For is a number 
that New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert would certainly want 
elevated, as that shows how much of a threat they were last night. 

Oliver Wahlstrom, at 5 on 5, in 9:42 TOI, earned three scoring chances 
for himself, one that was considered a high-danger chance. 

But the biggest standout from Oliver Wahlstrom was not from anything 
analytics will show you. The eye test showed that Wahlstrom understood 
what he needed to do alongside Barzal and Bailey. 

He got pucks deep and got in on the forecheck when he had the 
opportunity. He won board battles. He got pucks to the point. 

At one point, along the left-side boards, he looked up and saw Scott 
Mayfield waiting across the way inside the blue line before making a crisp 
pass which led to a scoring chance on goal. 

In transition, Wahlstrom may not have been fast enough to keep up with 
Barzal but found a way to get up the ice and make himself an option. 

Despite the positives, Wahlstrom did not register a shot on goal in the 
contest, with shooting something he needs to do alongside two 
playmakers. But this chemistry, especially between Wahlstrom and 
Barzal, is not something that just forms overnight. 

Lambert addressed Oliver Wahlstrom’s game during his postgame press 
conference: 
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“I thought he played well. I thought he battled. He was on the forecheck, 
on pucks,” Lambert said. “To me, it looked like there was a little bit of 
something there.” 

As for how Wahlstrom thought he played: 

“Good. I kept things simple and played an honest game. It’s awesome for 
Bailey to get one. Great play by Barzal,” Wahlstrom said. “A couple of 
bounces didn’t go our way. But you know, [we] stuck with it. And that was 
a great team win. You know, it’s always fun playing the Rangers, and the 
crowd was into it.” 

Josh Bailey, who, as mentioned, scored the goal for that line, spoke on 
playing with Wahlstrom and Barzal. 

“His game just continues to improve and improve, and he’s put in a lot of 
hard work,” Bailey said. “He’s been looking to get out there, and it’s fun to 
play with him, and he’s so dangerous at any moment.” 

It will take time, and progress is what you want to see on a game-to-
game basis. It was a solid first game and a game to build on as the New 
York Islanders now gear up to face the dominant Carolina Hurricanes on 
Friday. 
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Goalie Analysis: Sorokin Sensational Especially Early, Postgame Quotes  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

ELMONT, NY –– While the New York Rangers sat their Vezina-winning 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin, his fellow Russian, friend, and rival Ilya 
Sorokin put on a clinic in New York Islanders’ 3-0 win.  

Palmieri Scores 2, Sorokin Shuts the Door as Islanders Beat Rival 
Rangers 3-0 

He played like Ilya Sorokin. 

In the first period, Sorokin was sharp, keeping the score knotted at 0-0, 
but that was only the beginning. Sorokin was stellar all night long, as he 
pitched a 41-save shutout, his first of the season and first ever against 
the New York Rangers. 

Despite Kyle Palmieri’s big night, Sorokin was the best player on the ice 
for the blue and orange, which he’s had to be so far this season.  

The first period was Sorokin’s busiest of the night, as he faced 17 shots, 
seven of which were considered high-danger chances. 

His first highlight-reel save came just two minutes into the hockey game, 
as New York Rangers forward Julien Gauthier used his speed to get 
around the defense with just Sorokin left to beat.  

The 27-year-old nemtinder bit hard on the sell job, but Sorokin’s ability to 
adjust in a split second allowed him to stone the young forward to keep 
the game scoreless. 

What a save by Sorokin! 

(via @RTaub_) pic.twitter.com/nMolV312RQ 

— Islanders Videos (@SNY_Islanders) October 26, 2022 

This is what you would call vintage Sorokin. Can we use that phrase yet, 
or do we have to wait until Sorokin is at least in his thirties (27)? 

Sorokin made another incredible save at 5:40 in the first period, as he 
kept his team from a borderline embarrassing goal against. 

Kaapo Kakko showed off incredible hands to quickly cut to the backhand 
deceptively. Despite being down expecting the forehand shot, Ilya 
Sorokin quickly stretched out while pushing off his left skate. 

He was able to get across enough to get his stretched-out blocker on the 
shot, directing the puck back to the right corner. 

OH MY, ILYA SOROKIN   

How did this one stay out? pic.twitter.com/XjQUvTHI2N 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) October 27, 2022 

It’s an even more impressive save when you break it down. 

As Kakko deked to his backhand, Sorokin was already down, as again, 
he was expecting a shot. But when Kakko cut to the backhand, Sorokin 
knew that there was only one part of his body that could save him, and 
that was his right leg. 

He quickly kicked out the right pad, just enough to disrupt the move. 

New York Islanders, Ilya Sorokin 

Sorokin continued to make strong saves throughout the game, playing a 
critical role in the penalty kill, remaining a perfect 25-for-25 to start the 
season. He turned aside eight shots while shorthanded, with four being 
considered high-danger chances. 

Late in the second period, Sorokin made a crucial save in the final minute 
as he fought off an Artemi Panarin shot with the shoulder from the slot, to 
keep the Islanders up 1-0. 

On the night, the Rangers had a 4.66 Expected Goals For per Natural 
Stat Trick, which tells you all you need to know. 

The Islanders’ new, aggressive mindset has its positives, notably looking 
to improve on the dull 2.79 goals per game they posted a season ago 
(currently 3.00).  The negative, of course, is that the team will surrender 
significantly more odd-man rushes and Grade-A scoring chances. 

The onus will eventually fall on Sorokin as the last line of defense, and 
through the early part of this season, he has been spectacular, especially 
against the Rangers on Wednesday night. 

Ilya Sorokin was chosen as the first star of the game as he improved to 
2-3-0 on the season, with a 2.26 GAA and a .931 SV%. 

QUOTES: 

Lane Lambert: “He was outstanding, obviously,” New York Islanders 
head coach Lane Lambert said. “And, you know, he made a couple of 
key saves early on that led to us getting our feet under us a little bit, but I 
thought he was terrific. You just can’t say enough about him.” 

Oliver Wahlstrom: “Man, he’s, you know, he’s always there. Even in 
practice, it’s tough to score him. He’s just a world-class goalie. And we’re 
lucky to have him.” 

Ilya Sorokin: “Every win I feel good. Doesn’t matter against who. When 
you lose, you feel like shit. When you win, you feel really good.” 
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Flyers leaders step up, lead team to 4-3 win over Panthers 

The Flyers are proving that although the season is still young, their team 
transformation may just be for real. 

 

by Giana Han 

Published Oct 27, 2022 

 

John Tortorella neglected to share what he said after benching Kevin 
Hayes and Travis Konecny, but whatever his message was clearly got 
through as Hayes and Konecny led the Flyers to a 4-3 win over the 
Florida Panthers on Thursday at the Wells Fargo Center. 

Neither player scored a goal, but they were each critical components of 
most of the Flyers’ goals and finished as the team’s point leaders along 
with Joel Farabee. 
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Konecny set up the Flyers’ first goal with a behind-the-back to Tony 
DeAngelo in the first period, and the second goal with a pass across the 
front of the net to Scott Laughton on the Flyers’ first power play late in the 
first. Hayes’ shot provided the rebound that Konecny directed to 
Laughton, so Hayes earned a secondary assist. He then had a behind-
the-back look of his own when he passed the puck from the right corner 
to Farabee for the fourth goal, scored in the second period. 

“I wanted to respond in the right way,” Konecny said. “It wasn’t a good 
effort from me ... the last two games. So I wanted to make sure I was 
doing as much as I could to help the team tonight.” 

The only goal Hayes and Konecny didn’t play a part in was the Flyers’ 
third goal, which was scored by an unlikely trio. Fourth-line tough guy 
Nicolas Deslauriers passed to defensive defenseman Nick Seeler, who 
shot from above the faceoff circle. Zack MacEwen, another one of the 
team’s tough guys, deflected it in for the Flyers’ go-ahead goal. 

Rather than finishing with two-periods worth of ice time, Konecny and 
Hayes had the second- and third-most minutes of the forwards. 

The bench tool 

Tortorella first utilized the benching technique in Sunday’s game against 
the Sharks when he sat Hayes and Konecny for the whole third period. 
He used the bench even more Thursday, and he started it early. 

Egor Zamula was the first player to warm the bench after he made some 
ill-advised passes that were easily picked off. He sat the final seven 
minutes of the first period and didn’t come back in until six minutes into 
the second period. DeAngelo was injured with over five to go in the 
second, so Zamula’s role increased. 

Zamula may have returned, but the bench didn’t have time to cool before 
Tortorella decided to sit Wade Allison and Morgan Frost. Allison did not 
play the final 11 minutes of the second, and Frost didn’t play the final 12. 
They both finished with under 10 minutes. 

Machine keeps grinding 

Ivan Provorov has often been lauded for being a workhorse, playing big 
minutes and tough minutes. That was on full display with the main 
highlight coming in the second period. 

After blocking a shot, Provorov fell to his knees and spun across the ice. 
As the play moved into the Panthers zone, Provorov tried and failed to 
get up before starting to crawl toward the bench. But the play turned back 
his way and after a second, he hauled himself to his feet and helped stop 
the play. 

“In that moment, obviously, you aren’t able to move maybe as well as 
you can usually, but trying to block a lane and make them make the 
harder play,” Provorov said. “And I think that’s what we forced on that 
play.” 

Provorov finally made it to the bench, but he returned to the game almost 
immediately. While he was slow to get up after getting knocked down at 
times, his performance wasn’t just up to par, it was even more solid than 
it had been before. He finished plus-two and played over 25 minutes. 

“Eats a puck tonight,” Tortorella said. “I mean, many pucks. He’s played 
really well, from the start of the year right through this game here.” 

Backing up Hart 

In a complete change of pace from the other games Carter Hart has 
played, his teammates were the ones helping him out. As usual, Hart 
faced way more shots than his opponents. While he still finished with an 
impressive save percentage and a career-high 48 saves, he just looked a 
bit off. Hart wasn’t moving as quickly from side to side and had less 
control over his rebounds than usual. 

Two of the three goals he let in didn’t look good, either. The first looked 
leaky, sneaking in under his arm. The second, he failed to seal the post. 
The third was on a penalty kill. 

But the team returned the favor for him giving them the chance to win 
and come back in so many games. While they weren’t killing plays 
quickly to start the game, they tightened up as the minutes went on. They 
also found ways to get in front of shots, blocking 34. Provorov even made 
a save when Hart couldn’t change directions fast enough. 

“We’re hopeful he’s maturing,” Tortorella said. “He made some big saves 
at key times. Has been pretty steady every start this year. He gives us a 
chance.” 

What’s next 

The Flyers will practice in Voorhees on Friday before hosting the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday at 7 p.m. 
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Flyers claim forward Kieffer Bellows off waivers from the New York 
Islanders 

Bellows, 24, was a 2016 first-round pick after putting up prolific numbers 
as a goal scorer with the United States National Team Development 
Program. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Oct 27, 2022 

 

Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher was active on the waiver wire 
again on Thursday, claiming forward Kieffer Bellows from the New York 
Islanders. 

Bellows, 24, was selected No. 19 overall by the Islanders in the 2016 
draft, the same draft when the Flyers traded down from No. 18 to No. 22 
and nabbed forward German Rubtsov. The 6-foot-1, 194-pound Bellows 
has played 68 NHL games over the course of four seasons, registering 
11 goals and 14 assists. 

This season, Bellows played just one game on Oct. 13 against the 
Florida Panthers before becoming a healthy scratch for the Islanders’ 
next six games. The Edina, Minn., native was a prolific scorer with the 
U.S. National Team Development Program, scoring 50 goals in 62 
games during the 2015-16 season. He also starred for Boston University 
(2017), the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey League (2018), 
and for Team USA at the 2018 World Juniors before turning pro. 
However, he has yet to carve out a similar role at the NHL level. 

In 125 games with the Islanders’ AHL affiliate, the Bridgeport Islanders, 
Bellows scored 34 goals, collected 16 assists, and tallied 150 penalty 
minutes. Bellows is the son of former NHL player Brian Bellows, who 
played for five teams during a 17-year career in which he racked up 
1,022 points in 1,188 games. 

OFFICIAL: We have claimed forward Kieffer Bellows on waivers from the 
New York Islanders. #FueledByPhilly https://t.co/kCRJ9iy1mT 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) October 27, 2022 

The Flyers are in need of bodies with injuries cropping up, the latest 
suffered by winger James van Riemsdyk (fractured finger), who is 
expected to miss about a month. They’re also in need of scoring 
contributions up front, with center Sean Couturier (back) and winger Cam 
Atkinson (upper body) out indefinitely. 

Bellows is in the final year of his deal and will come with just under a $1.1 
million salary-cap hit this season, according to CapFriendly. The Flyers 
are able to accommodate his salary because of the cap relief created by 
placing defenseman Ryan Ellis on long-term injured reserve. 
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This is Fletcher’s second waiver claim in roughly one week. On Oct. 19, 
Fletcher claimed center Lukáš Sedlák off waivers from the Colorado 
Avalanche to solidify the team’s fourth line. 
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Sean Couturier stops rehab skating, no plan for him or Cam Atkinson to 
return ‘in the near future’ 

More bad injury news for the Flyers, as both Couturier and Atkinson 
experienced setbacks as they attempted to return to the lineup. 

 

by Olivia Reiner 

Published Oct 27, 2022 

 

Roughly three weeks ago, the Flyers welcomed back an unfamiliar 
presence to the ice, as injured top-line center Sean Couturier resumed 
skating for the first time since reinjuring his back in mid-September. His 
skating sessions started out slowly, then gradually ramped up to 
incorporate some shooting as he tried to avoid yet another setback. 

But just as quickly as Couturier reentered the Flyers’ realm, he 
disappeared yet again. Coach John Tortorella said on Thursday that 
Couturier has stopped skating and is no longer trending in a direction 
toward an imminent return. 

“He’s just not ready to skate right now,” Tortorella said. “That’s a ways 
away. Him, Cam [Atkinson], I’m not thinking about them right now as far 
as lineups in the near future here. So we’ve just got to wait to see what 
happens.” 

Couturier, 29, underwent season-ending back surgery in February, 
limiting him to 29 games last season with the Flyers. Finally healthy 
coming out of the offseason, he was eager for a fresh start under a new 
coaching staff. However, his hopes were quickly dashed before the start 
of training camp in late September when general manager Chuck 
Fletcher announced his setback. Fletcher added a week later that 
Couturier would not need to undergo a second back surgery in eight 
months. 

Meanwhile, Atkinson has been listed as “day to day” with an upper-body 
injury since Sept. 25. He did not appear in any preseason games, but 
before opening night on Oct. 13 against the New Jersey Devils, Tortorella 
was optimistic that Atkinson would return for the start of the season. 
“Things just changed” with Atkinson’s injury, according to Tortorella. 

“That’s one frustrated young man right there,” Tortorella said. “He wants 
to be a big part of this. He was probably one of the better players last 
year when he came here. It’s very frustrating, but his body’s just not 
allowing him to get to the spot where he can start conditioning again and 
start getting ready to play.” 

With Couturier and Atkinson out of the picture for now, Tortorella is 
focusing his attention on developing the younger, less experienced 
players in the lineup. Four skaters on the roster have played fewer than 
23 NHL games, including forward Tanner Laczynski (12), defenseman 
Egor Zamula (18), winger Wade Allison (21), and winger Noah Cates 
(22). 

“They’re here, and we have them, it gives us a chance to forecast the 
organization quicker for the future,” Tortorella said. “... Again, I’m not 
optimistic that’s going to happen right away, but when people do get 
healthy, you become a better organization, because these guys have 
played minutes that they didn’t expect to play.” 

Tippett looking to forge clear identity 

Winger Owen Tippett will return to the Flyers’ lineup on Thursday night 
against the Florida Panthers after sustaining an upper-body injury on Oct. 
13 (a likely concussion, after Tortorella said that Tippett still needed to 
clear protocols on Tuesday). 

Since he was drafted by the Panthers in the first round (No. 10 overall) of 
the 2017 draft, Tippett has struggled to carve out a full-time role at the 
NHL level. He was a dominant scorer at the junior level, racking up 128 
goals and 116 assists in 213 career games. He has yet to establish a 
similar identity in the NHL, finding a fresh start in Philadelphia when he 
was part of the trade package that sent Claude Giroux to Florida in 
March. 

Now, as Tippett immerses himself in the game once again, Tortorella is 
calling on him to solidify his identity as a “big, strong forward.” 

“I just want him to play,” Tortorella said. “I don’t want him to be in-
between as a player. A goal scorer, a checker. I want him to be strong in 
everything he does, because I think he has the ability and the willingness 
to do that. And then I think his game follows right through that.” 

Tippett said he got a good understanding of how Tortorella wants him to 
play in the Flyers’ final preseason game against the New York Islanders 
on Oct. 4. Tortorella had a conversation with him on the bench, 
encouraging him to stop trying to do too much and to focus on playing to 
his strengths. 

Love this from Torts with Owen Tippett. #Flyers 
pic.twitter.com/Qyu9ZN01V8 

— TLY (@TheLibertyYell) October 13, 2022 

Now, Tippett is focused less on getting the perfect shot off and more on 
getting to the crease. He’s looking to use his 6-foot-1, 207-pound frame 
to protect the puck as he attacks the more dangerous areas of the ice. 

“You’re not always going to be necessarily the goal scorer, but when the 
puck’s in there, it’s going to create chaos and you never know what’s 
going to happen,” Tippett said. 

Breakaways 

Goalie Carter Hart (.949 save percentage, 1.75 goals-against average) 
will start in net on Thursday against the Panthers. He is looking to 
maintain his undefeated start to the season (4-0-0). 
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Are the Flyers for real? We asked our beat reporters to weigh in on the 
team’s surprising start 

From John Tortorella's influence to the play of the youngsters, here are 
Olivia Reiner and Giana Han's biggest takeaways from the first two 
weeks of the season. 

 

by Olivia Reiner and Giana Han 

Published Oct 27, 2022 

 

After a tumultuous offseason marked by injuries to key players like Sean 
Couturier (back) and Ryan Ellis (pelvis) and little action in free agency, 
many were prepared to write off the 2022-23 Flyers altogether. Two 
weeks into the season, the tune seems to have changed a bit. The Flyers 
are not only off to a surprising 4-2-0 start, but maybe more importantly, 
they seem to be forging a much-needed identity under new coach John 
Tortorella. 
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Is the team’s quick start an aberration or a sign of even better things to 
come? We asked Giana Han and Olivia Reiner for their observations so 
far this season: 

Q: When he was hired, a lot was made of Tortorella’s ability to shape 
teams to play his brand of hockey. What has been the most noticeable 
change from last season to this season? 

GH: The Flyers can actually bounce back from a deficit. Last year, even if 
they were down one goal, it felt like the game was over — and it often 
was. The Flyers only mounted a comeback in nine games. And if the 
deficit was more than one, the team was done for (0 wins). This year’s 
team already has three comeback wins. It’s been ugly at times, but 
they’ve found a way, which fits what Tortorella is asking for at the start of 
the season as the team continues to find its game. 

OR: Tortorella is showing he isn’t afraid to hold players accountable in 
the thick of a game, a departure from last season. If a player isn’t living 
up to his standards, from the young ones to the veteran ones, he will glue 
them to the bench. He showed this on Sunday night against the San 
Jose Sharks when he sat Travis Konecny and Kevin Hayes for the entire 
third period, even with James van Riemsdyk already out with a fractured 
finger. When Tortorella isn’t happy with a player’s performance, it’s 
evident in their ice time. Everything has to be earned, even for the 
veterans. 

Q: Through six games, which Flyers have impressed and/or surprised 
you most? 

GH: Konecny said he made changes to his offseason training, and it’s 
shown. He leads the team with four goals and is second on the team with 
six points. He’s probably stood out the most next to the now injured van 
Riemsdyk, who had been a big reason for the team’s power-play 
success. The Flyers have otherwise been winning by committee, so no 
names have stood out among the skaters more than those two. 

After shooting a career-worst 7% last season, Travis Konecny has 
scored four goals and is shooting 20% through six games this year. 

After shooting a career-worst 7% last season, Travis Konecny has 
scored four goals and is shooting 20% through six games this year. 

OR: The Flyers’ goaltending tandem of Carter Hart and Felix Sandström 
has been impressive to start the season. Hart is undefeated through four 
games, posting a .949 save percentage and a 1.75 goals against 
average (both are likely to come back down to Earth as the season 
progresses). Sandström’s stats aren’t as glitzy (.900 save percentage 
and 3.14 goals against average in two losses), but both of his starts have 
come on the second night of back-to-backs when the Flyers struggled 
with turnovers and didn’t do Sandström any favors. 

Q: Flyers fans have called for Tortorella to “play the kids.” What have you 
seen from some of the team’s youngsters? 

GH: Noah Cates stood out the most in camp, but he’s been mostly quiet 
since. However, he’s also been playing out of position. Tortorella has an 
idea of how to get things going for him, so we will see if that works. 
Morgan Frost has also been relatively quiet since scoring twice on 
opening night. . The young guys are playing big roles, but that’s because 
there’s no one else to do it, but they haven’t been outstanding despite the 
team’s surprising start. 

OR: I think Cates and Wade Allison have been fine role players, with 
Allison standing out for his energy and Cates for his intelligence. I’m 
eager to see if Cates can contribute offensively again with his move back 
to the wing. Frost had some good scoring chances in the third period 
against the Sharks on Sunday, but he hasn’t been all that noticeable 
through six games. Egor Zamula is probably the biggest surprise, to me, 
of the group. He also hasn’t been very noticeable, but for a 22-year-old 
depth defenseman that has played 18 NHL games to date, I think that’s a 
good thing. He appears to be getting more comfortable with the game 
from a physical standpoint and hasn’t made too many glaring mistakes. 
But consistency is key for all of these players — it’s one thing to be good 
for six games, it’s another to be good for 82. 

Are the Flyers for real? Or should fans temper their expectations after the 
surprising start? 

GH: It’s too early to tell. My instinct is telling me they’re going to do better 
than we expected — they might actually win through sheer effort with this 
new coaching staff — but I would caution against getting too excited. 
Some of these wins have come against more talented teams that may be 
able to capitalize on more of the Flyers’ mistakes as the season goes on. 
The Flyers have also lost the element of surprise — as teams will no 
longer come in expecting to win as some early opponents might have. 

OR: I haven’t been convinced that they are for real. Even though they 
have a winning record, the Flyers seldom dominate the puck possession 
game (ranking 31st in the league in shot attempt percentage, 40.7%) and 
have relied on Hart to bail them out frequently. Yes, it’s Hart’s job to play 
well, but the rest of the team needs to step up, too, if the Flyers are going 
to sustain their early success. 
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'Incredible' Hart improves to 5-0-0 as Flyers hold off Panthers 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

Carter Hart anchored another win Thursday night as the Flyers fended off 
the Panthers, 4-3, at the Wells Fargo Center. 

The 24-year-old delivered a career-high 48 saves. 

Tony DeAngelo, Scott Laughton, Zack MacEwen and Joel Farabee 
provided the Flyers' goals. 

John Tortorella's club rolled with 11 forwards and seven defensemen. 
Fourth-liner Tanner Laczynski was away from the team for a family 
matter. 

"It is never going to be perfect with this hockey club this year, I'll tell you 
that right now, because we've got so much growing to do," Tortorella 
said. "But as we've played these first seven games, we've handled 
situations and you end up having a little success." 

The Flyers are 5-2-0. 

"I think we knew from the beginning that for us to be successful, every 
single person has to contribute," Ivan Provorov said. "Whether it's 
blocking a shot, getting the puck out of the zone, taking a hit, making 
plays, scoring goals. It has to be a collective effort for us to be 
successful." 

The Panthers (4-3-1) have handed the Flyers one of their two losses. 

• Kevin Hayes and Travis Konecny had no problem turning the page from 
their third-period benching Sunday. 

Tortorella said he turned the page right when the game ended. 

"I turned the page probably at the 15-minute mark when I accepted that I 
wasn't going on the ice," Hayes said Thursday after the team's optional 
morning skate. 

"It's done with. It'll have no effect on me tonight." 

Konecny assisted both of the Flyers' first-period goals. Hayes assisted 
the second marker and then added another in the middle frame. 

They finished with four combined points. 

"I respect everything that Torts brings to this room, I respect all of his 
ideas and all of his coaching stuff," Hayes said. "Obviously when you get 
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benched, you don't agree with him. I don't think I'll ever agree with a 
coach that benches me. 

"That was his decision. I turned the page immediately. It does nothing to 
my confidence. I'm not going to sit here and say I agree with it. I don't 
think anyone would ever agree with getting benched. I know what I can 
bring to this team and I think I've been doing it." 

Staying on the ice-time theme, Morgan Frost played only 7:43 minutes 
and Wade Allison 5:09. 

Allison had a shift in the third period. Frost appeared briefly and 
committed a penalty. 

Tortorella will probably do this a good bit. 

"I needed to play Laughts' line and Kevin's line a lot tonight for us to 
compete with that team," Tortorella said. "I just think some other guys 
were overwhelmed. 

"They suffered a little bit there, but that's the only reason. ... They're 
going to have to keep on fighting and try to find their ice time." 

• Hart, who entered with a 1.75 goals-against average and .949 save 
percentage, improved to 5-0-0. 

He allowed more than two goals in a game for the first time this season. 

He faced 18 shots in the first period and had 28 saves by second 
intermission. He ended up seeing 51 shots. 

Brandon Montour trimmed the Flyers' advantage to one early in the third 
period on a Florida power play. Hart closed the door the rest of the way. 

"It's incredible," Konecny said. "He's playing hard, he's playing well. 
We've got to clean up the stuff in front of him and give him a little bit more 
of a rest back there." 

In the early going of this season, Hart has been the Flyers' best and most 
important player by far. 

"I think that's something we haven't really had the last few years is an 
identity," Hart said. "We're becoming a gritty hockey team to play against. 
I think for us to be successful, that's how we have to play — we have to 
play hard." 

Panthers netminder Sergei Bobrovsky, who entered 19-5-1 in his career 
against the Flyers, yielded the four goals on 22 shots. 

• Laughton scored on his first crack at the net-front power play role. He's 
taking on James van Riemsdyk's job as the big winger is set to miss at 
least a month with a broken finger. 

Laughton's power play marker drew the Flyers even at 2-2 in the first 
period. He was working on some net-front strategy with Hayes at 
morning skate. 

"He's everywhere in the lineup, it's crazy," Hayes said about Laughton's 
versatility. "Even throughout the games, if Torts doesn't think games are 
going well, he switches up lines and Laughty's a guy who's f---ing 
everywhere. It's fun to see." 

Scott Laughton is taking on power play net-front role with James van 
Riemsdyk out. Heâ ™s working on it here with Kevin Hayes. 
pic.twitter.com/eK8SFcNiEU— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) October 27, 
2022 

• During the second period, Provorov blocked a missile of a shot. He 
found a way to get back up and defend an ensuing rush. 

He was able to take his very next shift on the penalty kill. 

Tough customer. 

"He's always been just a great competitor," Tortorella said. "I just like his 
swagger. He's willing to carry a puck, carry it in traffic, turned a net and 
tried to beat someone on the net, blocking shots. Plays some important 
minutes for us." 

• The Flyers got two reinforcements in Rasmus Ristolainen and Owen 
Tippett. 

Ristolainen made his season debut after missing the first six games with 
a lower-body injury. He was called for a questionable interference penalty 
in the second period when he put a clean hit on Patric Hornqvist. 

Tippett was back after suffering a head injury in the first period of the 
season. He picked up an assist on Farabee's second-period goal that 
cushioned the Flyers' lead to 4-2. 

Farabee also collected an assist for a two-point game. 

• Appearing to be in pain, DeAngelo went up the tunnel with a little over 
five minutes left in the second period. 

He was able to return in the third period. The Flyers really can't afford 
any more injuries. 

• Tortorella did not have good news Thursday morning on Sean Couturier 
(back) and Cam Atkinson (upper body). 

• The Flyers finish October with a home matchup Saturday against the 
Hurricanes (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Kieffer Bellows could see his Flyers debut. The Flyers claimed the 24-
year-old forward off of waivers Thursday afternoon. 
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Flyers claim a 2016 1st-round winger off of waivers 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

The Flyers took to waivers Thursday for another forward. 

The club claimed winger Kieffer Bellows from the Islanders. Just over a 
week ago, the Flyers plucked Lukas Sedlak from the Avalanche. Last 
season, they added Zack MacEwen and Patrick Brown off of waivers 
during a three-day span in October. 

Bellows, who played 68 career games for New York, was a first-round 
pick of the Islanders in 2016. He went three spots ahead of German 
Rubtsov, a Russian center the Flyers selected at 22nd overall. Rubtsov 
was sent to the Panthers in the Claude Giroux trade and is now back 
playing in his home country. 

The 24-year-old Bellows is a power forward type at 6-foot-1, 195 pounds. 
Back in the summer of 2016, many saw goal-scoring potential with 
Bellows, who had 50 markers for the U.S. national U-18 team during his 
draft year. 

With the Islanders, Bellows played a career-high 45 games last season. 
He finished with six goals and 13 assists while playing 11:52 minutes per 
game. 

The Flyers are dealing with various injures up front. They're without Sean 
Couturier (back), Cam Atkinson (upper body), James van Riemsdyk 
(broken finger) and Patrick Brown (back). 

As a result, the Flyers have played an overall young group at forward. 
Getting younger was also an offseason objective for the Flyers after the 
club went 25-46-11 last year. 

In the Flyers' second game of this season, eight of their 12 forwards were 
25 years old or younger and six of them had under 100 games of NHL 
experience. 

"In the big picture of it all, when you have kids that maybe should be 
getting the big minutes down there (AHL) and learning, and not just the 
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game, but just learning how to be a pro, and they're here and we have 
them, it gives us a chance to forecast the organization quicker for the 
future," Flyers head coach John Tortorella said Thursday during the 
team's optional morning skate. "When people do — I'm not optimistic that 
it's going to happen right away — but when people do get healthy, you 
become a better organization because these guys have played minutes 
that they didn't expect to play. 

"Quite honestly, it gives us a longer look at them — a longer look as far 
as to see what good stuff we have, but also, maybe there's some 
mistakes we've made and some guys just aren't going to be part of this. It 
gives us a longer look to figure all that out. 

"Injuries are a part of it. You deal with it and you just keep on plowing 
ahead, go about your business and make your calls from there." 

The Flyers played 11 forwards and seven defensemen Thursday night 
against the Panthers (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). Bellows could see his Flyers 
debut Saturday when the club hosts the Hurricanes (7 p.m. ET/NBCSP). 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 10.28.2022 
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Couturier no longer skating, returning to the ice 'a ways away' 

 

BY JORDAN HALL 

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — Sean Couturier's on-ice rehab work has come to a 
halt. 

The Flyers' first-line center had been skating this month in his recovery 
from a back reinjury. But with a back issue, especially following a 
reinjury, it's such a wait-and-see approach every day. 

"Pretty much," Couturier said Oct. 9. "At the same time, I really want to 
just get out there and rip some pucks and go 100 miles per hour, but the 
trainers are really kind of holding me back, just really trying to slowly 
progress me where I don't have any setbacks." 

Couturier has endured a setback given he's no longer on the ice. 

"He stopped skating," Flyers head coach John Tortorella said Thursday 
during the team's optional morning skate. "He's just not ready to skate 
right now. That's a ways, that's a ways away." 

Last season, Couturier underwent back surgery in February, which 
knocked him out for the rest of the year. The 29-year-old seemed poised 
for a full return to start the 2022-23 season but then felt concerning pain 
in his back just a handful of days before training camp. 

The reinjury did not require surgery and Couturier had been skating in his 
rehab. On Oct. 12, Chuck Fletcher noted Couturier was feeling "the best 
he's felt since pre-surgery last year." 

"We're cautiously optimistic and hopefully he'll continue to progress," the 
Flyers' general manager said. 

Sean Couturier continues his rehab work, along with Patrick Brown and 
Bobby Brink. pic.twitter.com/WFPnlEjEj4— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) 
October 12, 2022 

The setback is tough news for Couturier and the Flyers. Up front, the 
Flyers are also without Cam Atkinson (upper body), James van 
Riemsdyk (broken finger) and Patrick Brown (back). 

Like Couturier, Atkinson has yet to play this season and is not skating. 
He practiced in limited fashion a day before the regular-season opener 
Oct. 13. 

Cam Atkinson testing things out at practice with his upper-body injury. 
pic.twitter.com/9UiCeWIXcn— Jordan Hall (@JHallNBCS) October 12, 
2022 

"I'm not thinking about them right now as far as lineups in the near future 
here," Tortorella said of Couturier and Atkinson. "So we've just got to wait 
and see what happens." 

Tortorella had expressed optimism about Atkinson's status for the season 
opener in the days leading up to it. 

"Things changed and it just went the other way," he said Thursday. 
"That's one frustrated young man right there. He wants to be a big part of 
this. 

"His body's just not allowing him to get to the spot where he can start 
conditioning again and start getting ready to play. I'm hoping that could 
change as quickly as it went the wrong way." 

On Thursday, the head coach could only sympathize with his injured 
players. 

"Coots has been battling, trying to get back, and then he was healthy, 
and now he isn't," Tortorella said. "The ups and downs you go through as 
an athlete just to play, it's hard. 

"Same thing with Ryan Ellis, I feel bad for Ryan, I feel bad for all of them 
because they kind of hang around. 

"The greatest thing about sports is the camaraderie — being in the locker 
room, joking around, Halloween parties, Christmas parties, all the s--- 
you go through together as a group. You just don't feel a part of it when 
you're not putting a uniform on with them." 
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What the Philadelphia Flyers are getting in potential sniper Kieffer 
Bellows 

 

By Charlie O'Connor 

Oct 28, 2022 

 

Philadelphia Flyers head coach John Tortorella has made it clear that — 
at least in the early portion of the season — the bottom of his team’s 
lineup will be something of a revolving door, with players moving up and 
down between the NHL and AHL rosters as the brain trust looks to 
determine who is truly ready to make a difference with the big club. 

Now, general manager Chuck Fletcher has served notice that the 
revolving door would include players outside the organization as well. 

With James van Riemsdyk projected to miss weeks after having surgery 
on his broken finger, and both Sean Couturier and Cam Atkinson out 
long-term, the Flyers’ forward corps was looking mighty thin — and it 
wasn’t exactly deep in the first place. So after the New York Islanders 
placed 2016 first-round pick Kieffer Bellows on waivers Wednesday, 
Fletcher put a claim in for the 24-year-old winger. 

He’s now a Flyer. 

But why would the Islanders — who six years ago invested a first-round 
pick in Bellows — be willing to risk losing him? Why would the Flyers 
have interest? And now that he’s on the roster, where exactly does he 
fit? 

Early NHL struggles 
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The explanation for why Bellows was placed on waivers this week by the 
Islanders is simple: he got his shot with the big club in 2021-22 and failed 
to take advantage. 

Bellows was drafted by the Islanders with the 19th pick in 2016 — the 
Flyers had the opportunity to grab him at No. 18, but instead traded down 
to No. 22 and selected German Rubtsov — in large part because of his 
upside as a sniper. Yes, there were power forward elements to his game, 
but his most enticing selling point was his 50 goals in 62 games with the 
U.S. National Team Development Program in his draft year. Bellows’ 
development path had its ups and downs — he underwhelmed as a 
freshman at Boston University, but played well after jumping to the WHL 
the following year, and was a standout at the 2017 world juniors, scoring 
nine goals in seven games for the United States, easily leading the 
tournament in the process. 

But his pro game was slow in developing. He scored just 19 points in 72 
games during his first AHL season with Bridgeport, and while he did 
improve the following season — 22 goals and 31 points in 52 games in 
2019-20 — it’s not like he was blowing the doors off the competition. Still, 
the Islanders gave him a long look with the big club, first in the shortened 
2020-21 season (14 games) and then over an extended period of time 
last season, when Bellows started over half the campaign (45 games). 

He didn’t exactly impress. 

Bellows didn’t score many goals (six in 45 games), despite his three most 
common linemates being Brock Nelson, Jean-Gabriel Pageau and 
Mathew Barzal. He wasn’t finishing at an especially high rate (7.6 percent 
shooting). His defensive play didn’t impress then-Islanders head coach 
Barry Trotz, and he found himself a regular healthy scratch. It wasn’t like 
the advanced metrics told a different tale, either — Bellows graded out 
with a -0.163 impact on his club’s expected goal differential at even 
strength, which placed him in the 12th percentile among regular NHL 
forwards. 

A young potential sniper with pedigree failing to stick in his first extended 
taste of NHL action, to the point where the organization that drafted him 
ultimately deemed him expendable? If that profile sounds just a bit 
familiar to Flyers fans, it should — it could just as easily be describing 
Owen Tippett, the centerpiece of last March’s trade that sent Claude 
Giroux to Florida. 

In fact, Tippett’s statistical profile with the Panthers in 2021-22 is 
strikingly similar to Bellows’ work with the Islanders last season. 

All metrics five-on-five only, aside from xG impact (all even strength 
situations), and courtesy of Evolving-Hockey. Tippett stats are Florida-
only. 

Basically, Bellows was 2021-22 Tippett from Florida, except a little bit 
more effective statistically across the board. The Bellows claim, in other 
words, can be seen as something like Tippett insurance. The Flyers are 
adding another buy-low young-ish forward with sniping potential who has 
yet to put it all together at the NHL level. The hope, of course, is that both 
develop into quality NHL goal scorers. But now, if Tippett never figures it 
out, they have a second possible sniper in the mix. 

Differences between Bellows and Tippett 

That said, Bellows isn’t a copy of Tippett, by any means, despite their 
statistical similarities so far in the NHL. 

Tippett is far more of a traditional shooter, who does possess size but will 
never be confused for a power forward in terms of mentality. That doesn’t 
mean he won’t throw a hit now and again, but it’s not a major part of his 
game. Bellows, on the other forward, plays more of a sniper/power 
forward hybrid style. In limited minutes across his 45 games last season, 
Bellows racked up 103 hits, and his 12.09 hits per 60 minutes at five-on-
five last season ranked fourth among Islanders forwards, behind only the 
trio of Cal Clutterbuck (19.13), Matt Martin (17.66) and Ross Johnston 
(16.53). Bellows is a much more willing hitter and aggressive forechecker 
than Tippett. 

That said, his skating ability pales in comparison to Tippett, who can 
legitimately fly, particularly in terms of straight line speed. Bellows’ 
skating ability has always been something of a weakness, dating back to 
his days as a prospect. He simply doesn’t have the physical tools in 
terms of skating that Tippett does. 

In addition, Tippett has at least proven that he can score in the second-
best North American league — the AHL. Across 63 AHL games, Tippett 
has 60 points; the only hurdle he has left to climb is to score at the NHL 
level. Bellows, on the other hand, has 10 fewer AHL points — in 62 more 
games. Bellows really hasn’t had a season that screams scoring potential 
since 2017-18 with the Portland Winterhawks (41 goals and 74 points in 
56 games) in the WHL, and even that was his draft-plus-two season, 
when high-end prospects are expected to score at over point-per-game 
rates. 

There’s a reason why Tippett was a trade asset for Florida, whereas the 
Islanders apparently could only hope to give Bellows away. While they 
are similar player types and neither has fully established himself as an 
NHLer yet, Tippett’s chances of doing so are quite a bit higher. 

Why did the Flyers want Bellows? 

In short — why not? 

As a waiver claim, Bellows cost nothing more than cap space — which 
the Flyers now have due to their many long-term injured players — and 
one of their 50 contract slots. Snipers are rare and coveted, and the 
Flyers were given the chance to add a player with that skill set essentially 
for free. At the very least, he was worth a flier, if only to see if a change 
of scenery could spark his game and unearth his perceived potential. It’s 
not like he hasn’t flashed it at times in the NHL — there’s a reason why 
the Islanders stuck with him all season in 2021-22 despite 
underwhelming results. 

It also helps that van Riemsdyk’s broken finger opens up a clear spot for 
him, both in the lineup and on the power play. Bellows, despite receiving 
quality linemates in New York, didn’t get much in the way of power play 
time. Right now, the Flyers are using Scott Laughton — who on a 
contending team likely isn’t even a power play option — as their net-front 
weapon on PP1. There’s space for Bellows to get a long look on the PP, 
whether on the flank or (befitting his power forward tendencies) at the net 
front. Considering the fact that it only cost a waiver claim, it’s a 
worthwhile experiment, especially in a season that the Flyers plan to 
largely use as a fact-finding mission regarding their entire roster — but 
especially the under-25 crew. In Bellows, they added another intriguing 
one. 

It’s also abundantly clear that the Fletcher-run front office has prioritized 
the discovery and development of shoot-first goal scorers. Bellows is just 
the next in a long line of potential “snipers” that they’ve added to the 
organization over the past few seasons: Tippett, Atkinson, Tyson 
Foerster, Samu Tuomaala, even No. 5 pick Cutter Gauthier. That’s a lot 
of players who at one point or another in their careers, projected to be (or 
were) 30-plus goal scorers at the NHL level. Fletcher — likely driven by 
his early years managing the Flyers, when they were bereft of shoot-first 
players — seemingly remains intent on not ending up with a forward 
corps full of only playmakers again, and he’s willing to throw a lot of darts 
at the problem in the hope that at least one hits the bull’s eye. 

That doesn’t mean there aren’t a few risks involved with the claim, 
beyond the simple possibility that Bellows just isn’t an NHL-caliber player 
and never develops into a quality goal scorer at the pro level. The stylistic 
overlap with Tippett is real, and it’s possible that there’s not enough room 
in the top nine for both of them, given that they both qualify as one-
dimensional snipers who have yet to manifest their finishing ability in the 
NHL. Will Tortorella have the patience for two of them in the same lineup 
in the interest of long-term development? Or will they start to cannibalize 
each other’s ice time and power play opportunities, ultimately hurting 
both of them? In theory, the Flyers could dress both Tippett and Bellows, 
but that would likely involve sending down another intriguing youngster 
(which wouldn’t serve the rebuilding nature of this season well) or 
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benching a forward like Lukáš Sedlák or (especially) Nicolas Deslauriers, 
which they haven’t shown a willingness thus far to do. 

On the whole, however, the Bellows claim is a low-risk, medium-reward 
move worth making, just to see if a change of scenery and a new 
coaching staff can spark a first-round pick. Given the apparent pivot 
toward more of a long-term focus in 2022-23 for the Flyers, it’s certainly 
worth a shot. 
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Flyers claim Kieffer Bellows off waivers 

 

By The Athletic NHL Staff 

Oct 26, 2022 

 

The Flyers have claimed New York Islanders forward Kieffer Bellows off 
waivers, Philadelphia announced Thursday. Bellows was a first-round 
pick in 2016 (No. 19) and has scored 11 goals and 25 points in 68 games 
in his NHL career. 

The 24-year-old Bellows played one game this season on Oct. 13 against 
the Florida Panthers and was a minus-1. Bellows is on a one-year 
contract with a $1.2 million cap hit. 

FWIW, Kieffer Bellows was the player I wanted the Flyers to nab in 2016 
in the first round (instead they traded down and ultimately picked German 
Rubtsov). He hasn't panned out yet, but there's sniper potential there. 

That said, having him & Tippett both is a bit redundant? 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) October 27, 2022 

The Flyers’ claim of Bellows really boils down to one question. Why not? 
Given the fact that the club is ravaged by injury up front right now — 
Sean Couturier, Cam Atkinson and James van Riemsdyk will be out long-
term with respective issues — and that it wasn’t exactly loaded with 
scoring talent in the first place, taking a flier on a former first-round pick 
with goal-scoring ability makes sense, especially given the cost 
(absolutely nothing). 

Will Bellows work out in Philadelphia? It’s probably a longshot, 
considering his age and the fact that the Flyers already have a few 
players (Owen Tippett, Wade Allison) on the roster who qualify as older 
prospects with sniper/power forward potential, creating the risk of roster 
redundancy. But in general manager Chuck Fletcher’s mind, it was at 
least worth a shot, to see if they could pull more out of Bellows than the 
Islanders ultimately could. 

Bellows came out of the Islanders’ lineup once forward Oliver Wahlstrom 
was able to return. Coach Lane Lambert has since shuffled forwards in 
and out, scratching Josh Bailey and Anthony Beauvillier over the 
weekend as the team has struggled of late, but Bellows remained out. 

The Islanders (3-4-0) have been carrying just six defensemen since 
Robin Salo was reassigned on Saturday. The Flyers have started the 
season at 4-2-0 and have a plus-3 goal differential. 
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Caps start slow again, never find their stride (or a goal) in loss at Dallas 

 

By Samantha Pell 

October 28, 2022 at 12:01 a.m.  

 

DALLAS — The Washington Capitals’ four-game stretch of road games 
took a frustrating — and goal-less — turn Thursday night during a 2-0 
loss at Dallas. 

The visitors entered the third period searching for an equalizer. Midway 
through, on a power play, a sloppy turnover in their own zone led to a 
shorthanded goal by Joel Kiviranta, effectively extinguishing the Capitals’ 
hopes. Kiviranta, playing the pest behind the Capitals’ net, stripped 
defenseman John Carlson from behind and then beat goalie Darcy 
Kuemper with a backhander. 

The loss was the first time the Capitals (4-4-0) were shut out since a 1-0 
loss to Vegas in January. Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger made 27 
saves for the third shutout of his career and his first of the season. 

The Stars (5-2-1) kept the Capitals out of rhythm after Kiviranta’s goal, 
and Washington simply couldn’t solve Oettinger. 

 “It was tight. Chances were low both ways,” Coach Peter Laviolette said. 
“Just wasn’t a lot of opportunity out there. We had a couple shifts in the 
second period where we were caught playing too much defense, and it 
kept us in our end and hemmed us in a little.” 

The Stars’ Jason Robertson opened the scoring with 3:10 left in the first 
period, redirecting a shot from the high slot past Kuemper (25 saves). It 
was Robertson’s third goal of the season and capped a series of strong 
shifts from the Stars. They kept constant pressure on the Capitals’ 
defense, getting second-chance opportunities around the net and 
keeping the puck away from Washington’s snipers. 

The Capitals couldn’t take advantage of their few looks and failed to 
convert during a prime power-play chance midway through the first 
period. Alex Ovechkin hit the crossbar with a laser from the left circle, but 
that was the closest Washington could get in the first 20 minutes. The 
captain also hit the crossbar late in the third. 

Neither team could score in a taut, defensive second period. Washington 
ramped up its physicality in the middle period, but its offensive weapons 
never found the target. 

“Just couldn’t find one. I thought we did some good things after the first 
and shut them down pretty well but couldn’t find a way to capitalize,” 
center Dylan Strome said. “A couple good looks on the power play but 
just couldn’t cash in tonight. [Oettinger] played well, and they played well 
as a team tonight.” 

The Capitals’ trip south continues Saturday in Nashville and wraps up 
Monday at Carolina. 

Here’s what else to know about the Capitals’ loss: 

Orlov’s high hit 

Defenseman Dmitry Orlov caught the Stars’ Mason Marchment with an 
elbow up high in the second period. Marchment went down in a heap but 
stayed in the game. No penalty was called, but replays showed Orlov 
elbowing Marchment in the face. 

There is a chance Orlov gets a call from the NHL’s Department of Player 
Safety, but the league also could determine that Marchment’s head was 
not the main point of contact and the hit was accidental. 

Orlov was suspended two games last season for kneeing Winnipeg’s 
Nikolaj Ehlers. No penalty had been called on that play. 

Struggling starts 

Washington found itself in a 1-0 hole for the sixth time in eight games, 
continuing a worrisome trend. While they have found their footing as 
games progress, the Capitals are regularly playing from behind. 

“We came out a little slow in the first. We are just having trouble putting 
60 minutes together,” defenseman Nick Jensen said. “There are still 
those times where we are giving out Grade A chances that we can’t give 
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up. We got to make it really hard to get to the net and get any 
opportunities at our net front.” 

Third line improving 

The Capitals’ third line of Lars Eller, Aliaksei Protas and Anthony Mantha 
has made strides since its formation last week. The trio had moments of 
strong forechecking against the Stars but were on the ice for Robertson’s 
goal. 

Eller had a few good looks against the Stars but couldn’t connect. He had 
two assists in Washington’s 6-3 win Monday at New Jersey. Protas, who 
scored his first goal of the season against the Devils, was shaken up 
early against the Stars but remained in the game. 

“They’ve been really good,” Laviolette said. “They are big. I think Lars is 
playing well right now. Mantha, when he gets going, he is skilled and 
hard to contain. Protas for me has really done a good job at fitting in on 
that line. You notice him all the time with his work ethic and his skating. 
He has such a long reach with his stick. … All of them are contributing to 
each other, and it makes them a successful line.” 

Wilson, Backstrom take steps 

Tom Wilson (knee) and Nicklas Backstrom (hip) skated Wednesday for 
the first time since offseason surgery. Neither traveled with the team on 
this trip, but they are expected to skate again on their own in a few days. 
Neither is ready to resume daily skating, and they did not skate in pads. 

Wilson had surgery to repair a torn ACL in May and is not expected to 
play before December. Backstrom had hip resurfacing surgery in June; 
there is no timetable for his return. 

“I was excited to see them out there,” Laviolette said. “They’re at the 
beginning steps of getting back on the ice ... but it was great to see them 
out there. I’m sure that they were thrilled to get out there and touch the 
ice and touch their edges and move a puck around, and it’s awesome.” 
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Stars shutout Caps in defensive battle low on scoring chances 

 

BY MATT WEYRICH 

 

The Capitals were shut out for the first time this season Thursday when 
the Dallas Stars beat them 2-0 in a game that had both teams fighting for 
open looks all night. 

Jake Oettinger continued his red-hot start to the year in net, needing to 
make 27 saves to keep Washington (4-4) off the scoreboard. Jason 
Robertson put the Stars (6-2-1) ahead with a goal on a misdirection late 
in the first period and Joel Kiviranta added some insurance on a short-
handed score in the third. 

While the Capitals proved to be the more physical team in the contest, it 
wasn’t enough for them to maintain control of the puck and generate 
many scoring chances. 

Here are three takeaways from the Capitals’ loss in Dallas. 

After emerging as one of the biggest breakout stars of the 2021-22 
Stanley Cup playoffs, Oettinger has picked up right where he left off. The 
23-year-old entered Thursday’s game with a .953 save percentage and 
NHL-best 1.41 GAA over his first five starts. 

 

The Stars’ blue line didn’t put him in many difficult positions, but 
Oettinger responded when called upon. 

Ovechkin vs. Oettinger pic.twitter.com/Jgl96S0TwB— Saad Yousuf 
(@SaadYousuf126) October 28, 2022 

He wrestled the starting job away from Braden Holtby last season and 
the Stars showed no reservations about handing him the crease following 
his performance in their first-round playoff series against the Calgary 
Flames that went seven games. 

Thursday’s game provided zero reasons to doubt that confidence. 

Both teams struggle with zone entries 

Washington registered 27 shots on goal Thursday with just 15 in the first 
two periods. A team that has often been hot and cold from period to 
period, the Capitals played a consistent game throughout the contest — 
it just wasn’t the type of game they wanted to play. 

Every open look was a battle as the puck was wrestled back and forth 
across the neutral zone. 

It was a different pace than Washington had seen in the early goings this 
season. Five of their first seven games ended with goal totals of seven or 
higher. For most of the night, the only goal that stood on the board was 
off a loose puck that Stars defenseman Nils Lundqvist fired from the point 
and Robertson caught with his stick in midair to push it past Kuemper. 

Caps struggle with man advantage 

Even on the power play, the Capitals didn’t muster much offensive 
momentum. They got off just one shot during their first opportunity then 
saw their second chance squandered when forward Garnet Hathaway 
was called for roughing without any time coming off the clock between 
penalties. 

In the third period, the Capitals got another power-play chance trailing by 
one, but a bad turnover in the defensive zone allowed Kiviranta to get a 
free chance against Kuemper. 

Washington picked up a penalty with 4:04 left in the game, forcing them 
to pull their goalie just to get an even 4-on-4 situation on the ice. The 
Capitals couldn't score to pull the game within reach and the buzzer 
sounded to send them to 4-4 on the season. They'll take a day to regroup 
before facing the Nashville Predators (3-4-1) in Tennessee on Saturday. 
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