
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 30, 2022 

 

 

 

Recap: Burns Scores Overtime Winner For Canes In Philadelphia 

Carolina avoids disaster after allowing the Flyers to score 
three unanswered 

By Walt Ruff 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. - Defenseman Brent Burns played hero 
for the Carolina Hurricanes Saturday night, giving his team a 
4-3 overtime victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. 

The Story 

After a sour start to their weekend back-to-back on home ice 
Friday, the Canes came bursting out of the gate with a 
vengeance in response. 

Netminder Antti Raanta, making his third start of the season, 
was a pivotal piece to the early success for Carolina. Making 
several timely stops in the opening moments, he allowed the 
game to continue scoreless until his team was able to claim 
the first lead. 

Just 5:27 in defenseman Brett Pesce flung a puck toward the 
net from the blue line, one that would make its way to the 
tape of Jordan Staal at the goal line after he'd peeled away 
from his defender. The Canes Captain, playing in his 1,100th 
NHL game, redirected it toward Philadelphia netminder 
Carter Hart, catching him just slightly off of his post and 
getting it to trickle in. 

The game's opening goal wound up being the first of two in 
the first period for the line combination of Staal, Jesper Fast 
and Jordan Martinook, who were reunited after Martinook 
and Teuvo Teravainen swapped spots during Friday's 
contest. 

Inside the final five minutes of the opening frame, another 
hard-working shift from the trio concluded when Fast sent a 
saucer pass out in front to Martinook, who joined Staal in the 
goal-scoring department. 

While Martinook's tally sent the visitors back into the locker 
room with a two-goal advantage, it was nearly the high point 
of the evening for Carolina. 

The Canes' game spun a complete 180-degree turn during 
the middle period, as they'd take four penalties in just 14:09, 
giving Philadelphia every opportunity to get back into the 
contest. The Flyers did just that, getting goals from Nicolas 
Deslauries and Owen Tippett 2:04 apart to make it a 2-2 
game. Tippett's marker came on the power play, further 
emphasizing the hurt that the penalties caused. 

Then, with the momentum fully behind them to start the third 
period, Wade Allison completed the come-from-behind effort 
for the Flyers and gave them the 3-2 lead. 

With time winding down it looked as if Carolina would have 
some soul-searching to do prior to their next affair, seemingly 
letting this one slip from their grasp.  

However, with just 2:05 remaining, Martin Necas had other 
plans. 

The electrifying forward continued his blazing start to the 
season, picking up a puck at center ice and evened the 
contest just seconds later. 

The tenth point of the year for #88 shocked some life into his 
group, one that they would then carry into the extra frame. 

After already claiming one point in the standings, Burns, just 
24 hours after earning his first goal with the team, earned his 
first major moment with the club by sealing the deal. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his analysis of the night... 

"There's not a lot of positives coming out of that game, to be 
honest, other than the fact that we did come back. Overtime I 
thought was really good, but we can't expect to play like that 
and to be successful. It was an ugly win, I guess is the way I 
would put it." 

Brent Burns moments after scoring his winner... 

"It was kind of a crazy game. I don't think we really found our 
game for the most part. But, [we got] a couple big goals. 
[Martin Necas] got us back in it there at the end. Staal's line 
played a great game, they kept us in it and they kept the 
energy up for us. It's nice to come through. We needed a win 
there." 

Antti Raanta on the play of Necas and if he looks as if his 
confidence is at a new high... 

"Yeah, I think so... That's exactly how he looks. Every time 
he gets the puck he looks like he's going to get a scoring 
chance, or somebody else will. He looks really good and he's 
looked really good since training camp. It's not a big surprise, 
but it's nice for him to get those goals, assists and keep the 
confidence high." 

Martin Necas offering what he saw on his late, game-tying 
goal... 

"I didn't see anything, actually. I just saw that Burnzie was 
going wide, so I tried to get in the zone before it was offside. 
I tried to drag it, shoot through the defense and go far-side, 
but I have no idea where the puck went. I still haven't seen it. 
I just saw Burnzie celebrating, so I was hoping it wasn't 
going to be offside and fortunately it wasn't." 
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Bonus Notes 

 When Jordan Staal opened the scoring for Carolina, 
he became the 50th player in NHL history to score a 
goal in his 1,100th career NHL game. Staal is the 
second player in Whalers/Hurricanes history to 
accomplish the feat, joining Rod Brind'Amour 
(3/17/04 at CHI). 

 Derek Stepan left the game late in the second 
period after blocking a shot. He did not return and 
the injury was classified as upper-body. 

 Antti Raanta finished the contest with 26 stops on 
29 shots, moving to 2-0-1 on the season. 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to travel back to Raleigh post-
game and have an off day slated for Sunday. They'll return to 
action Monday against the Washington Capitals at 7 p.m.

 

 

Burns, Hurricanes rally for OT win against Flyers 

Defenseman scores with 54 seconds remaining, Staal gets 
goal in 1,100th NHL game 

By Adam Kimelman 

PHILADELPHIA -- Brent Burns scored with 54 seconds 
remaining in overtime, and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied for 
a 4-3 win against the Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo 
Center on Saturday. 

The defenseman one-timed a pass from Sebastian Aho past 
Flyers goalie Carter Hart for his 16th career overtime goal, 
the most among defensemen in NHL history. 

"That's what he does, right? He has a flair to put the puck in 
the back of the net at big times," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "And obviously, that was a huge one for us 
tonight." 

Martin Necas and Jordan Staal each had a goal and an 
assist, and Antti Raanta made 26 saves for Carolina (5-2-1), 
which was coming off a 6-2 loss to the New York Islanders 
on Friday. 

Wade Allison and Nicolas Deslauriers each had a goal and 
an assist, and Hart made 34 saves for Philadelphia (5-2-1). 

"They should feel good about this point," Flyers coach John 
Tortorella said. "I know it [stinks] we lose it at the end. The 
comeback again from a 2-0 deficit and take the lead, some 
people kicked in that haven't kicked in for us. There was a lot 
of good things that happened there. So I think the club 
should feel good about itself." 

Staal, who was playing in his 1,100th NHL game, gave the 
Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 5:27 of the first period when he 
chipped the rebound of a shot off the end boards over Hart's 
left skate. He then helped set up the play that led to Jordan 
Martinook's goal at 15:04, which made it 2-0. 

"You could tell he was relieved because it hasn't happened 
yet this year," Brind'Amour said of Staal's goal. "We know 
what he means to this group, and it's nice to see that 
happen." 

Deslauriers cut it to 2-1 at 5:14 of the second period, scoring 
from the slot off a pass from Lukas Sedlak for his first goal 
with the Flyers. The forward signed a four-year contract with 
Philadelphia on July 13. 

Owen Tippett tied it 2-2 with a power-play goal at 7:18. The 
forward has two points (one goal, one assist) in two games 
after missing five because of an upper-body injury. 

"It's one of those things where you take it day by day," 
Tippett said. "Symptoms come and go, and you can't really 
rush anything." 

Allison put the Flyers ahead 3-2 at 6:09 of the third period off 
a centering pass from Sedlak, but Necas tied it 3-3 at 17:55 
when he gathered a loose puck in the neutral zone, skated 
across the blue line and beat Hart from the top of the right 
face-off circle. 

"I just saw Burns was wide and I tried to get in the zone so 
it's not offside," Necas said. "I tried to drag it and shoot 
through the [defenseman] far side. I had no idea where the 
puck went. I still haven't seen it. I just saw 'Burnzie' 
celebrating." 

Necas has five goals this season and leads the Hurricanes 
with 11 points in eight games. He had 40 points (14 goals, 26 
assists) in 78 games last season. 

"I tried to work hard in the summer, not just on the ice but off 
the ice, mentally," he said. "Sometimes when you're feeling 
good about yourself, you don't care how much you play if 
you have the talent and you can do it on the ice. But it's all 
about your head. I tried to work on that and so far, it's been 
good." 
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Brind'Amour said Necas is playing like a more confident 
player. 

"He's been solid," Brind'Amour said. "He's been arguably our 
best player. He's on the score sheet every night, and he's 
certainly a factor." 

NOTES: Burns scored his 41st career game-winning goal, 
tying Rob Blake for sixth among defensemen in NHL history. 
… Hurricanes forward Derek Stepan sustained an upper-
body injury after blocking a shot by Flyers defenseman Ivan 
Provorov with 5:22 remaining in the second period and did 

not return. There was no update after the game. ... Sedlak's 
assists were his first NHL points since Feb. 8, 2019, with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets. He played the previous three 
seasons in the Kontinental Hockey League. ... Flyers forward 
Kieffer Bellows had three hits in 11:50 of ice time in his debut 
after being claimed on waivers from the New York Islanders 
on Thursday. ... Philadelphia defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
had an assist in his first game against Carolina since being 
traded on July 8.

 

 

Burns’ OT goal leads Hurricanes to 4-3 win over Flyers 

By Aaron Bracy 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Brent Burns scored on a one-timer 
4:06 into overtime and the Carolina Hurricanes rallied to beat 
the Philadelphia Flyers 4-3 on Saturday night. 

Martin Necas and Jordan Staal each had a goal and an 
assist, and Jordan Martinook also scored for Carolina. Antti 
Raanta stopped 26 shots. 

Necas tied the score with 2:05 left in the third period when 
his wrist shot from long range beat Hart on the blocker side. 

In the 3-on-3 overtime, Necas passed across ice to 
Sebastian Aho, who set up Burns for a slap shot that went 
over Hart’s left shoulder for the veteran defenseman’s 
second goal of the season. 

“He has a flair to put the puck in the back of the net at big 
times,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “And, 
obviously, that was a huge one for us tonight.” 

Other than Burns’ goal, though, Brind’Amour wasn’t thrilled. 

“There’s not a lot of positives out of that game to be quite 
honest, other than the fact that we did come back,” he said. 
“Overtime I thought was really good. But we can’t play like 
that and expect to be too successful. It was an ugly win.” 

Nick Deslauriers had a goal and an assist and Wade Allison 
and Owen Tippett also scored for the Flyers. Carter Hart 
finished with 34 saves. 

In his first year in Philadelphia, coach John Tortorella has re-
invigorated a Flyers club that finished last in the Metropolitan 
Division last season. The fiery veteran coach called analytics 
“trash” on Friday when speaking to reporters after practice. 
Although the Flyers’ play hasn’t always looked pretty – they 
were outshot 51-22 in Thursday’s 4-3 win over Florida – they 
have played better. 

Philadelphia entered in first place in the Metropolitan Division 
and earned a point with the overtime loss. 

Tortorella took umbrage to reporters’ questions in an 
expletive-filled postgame press conference. 

Asked whether the loss was caused by the Flyers not making 
key plays at key times, he said, “I don’t know what the hell 
you’re talking about. I thought we played two good periods, 
the second and third.” 

Questioned on the power play missing on five of six chances, 
he said, “I felt the power play goal was important for us. ... I 
think we’ve been on a roller coaster. It’s been awful, it’s been 
good, it’s been terrible, it’s been up and down, but the team 
has found a way to get points. They should feel good about 
this point. There were a lot of good things that happened.” 

Against Carolina, Tortorella got a huge – and unlikely – lift 
from Philadelphia’s fourth line of Deslauriers, Allison and 
Lukáš Sedlák. 

“We need to get goals by committee,” he said. 

Allison put Philadelphia ahead for the first time at 6:09 of the 
third when he drove the net and backhanded Sedlák’s pass 
over a sprawling Raanta.  

Carolina jumped in front 2-0 in the first period. Staal got his 
first of the season 5:27 into the game when he flicked the 
puck from the side of the net toward goal and it caromed off 
Hart and in. Martinook doubled the lead with a one-timer off 
a pass from Jesper Fast from in front of the crease with 4:56 
left in the period. 

Deslauriers got the Flyers on the scoreboard with a shot from 
in front of the crease that deflected off Raanta’s glove and 
over the goal line at 5:14 of the second. 

Tippett tied it 2-2 just 2:24 later when he finished a nifty give-
and-go with Travis Konecny on the power play with a shot 
that went under Raanta’s pads. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Hurricanes: F Derek Stepan (upper body) did not return after 
blocking a shot with 5:22 remaining in the second period. 
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Flyers: C Sean Couturier had back revision surgery on 
Thursday, the team said. Couturier played just 29 games last 
season before having season-ending back surgery in 
February. He is expected to miss 3-to-4 months. ... F James 
van Riemsdyk had surgery on Friday on his left index finger. 
Van Riemsdyk was injured blocking a shot in Philadelphia’s 
3-0 loss to San Jose on Oct. 3. He is expected to be 
sidelined for six weeks. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host Washington on Monday night. 

Flyers: Begin three-game road trip at the New York Rangers 
on Tuesday night.

 

 

Necas, Hurricanes steal two points in comeback win over Flyers 

All hail Martin Necas, whose white-hot start to the season 
continued by abetting grand larceny in Philadelphia on 
Saturday night. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

The Philadelphia Flyers have improbably rocketed to the top 
of the Metropolitan Division by making a living in come-from-
behind wins, registering four comeback wins on their way to 
a 5-2 start to the season. Saturday night, it looked for all the 
world like the Carolina Hurricanes would be the fifth victim. 

Martin Necas was having none of it. 

The Hurricanes’ best player in the first month of the season 
tied the game late, and Brent Burns’ one-timer with less than 
a minute to go in overtime finished it off, as the Hurricanes 
performed their own come-from-behind magic in South 
Philadelphia with an improbable 4-3 overtime win. 

Jordan Staal, playing his 1100th career game, was a man on 
a mission early. His opening goal was a no-angle backhand, 
almost as an afterthought, that surprised Carter Hart by 
squeezing somehow between his pad and the near post. 
When the Canes doubled their lead ten minutes later, it was 
the captain again starting the play, feeding Jesper Fast who 
saucered a pass to Jordan Martinook to put the Canes up by 
a pair. 

But as good as the Canes’ third line was early, for most of 
the night they were getting painfully little support from 
elsewhere in the lineup. The Canes’ best chances, a partial 
Teuvo Teravainen breakaway that didn’t end up with a shot 
at all and a Jesperi Kotkaniemi chance that hit the post early 
in the third, were victims of the timing that the Hurricanes 
have struggled to consistently click on early in the season. 

The Flyers had no such issues, at least in the second, which 
seemed like it was played entirely in the Carolina zone and 
consisted largely of the Hurricanes being forced to kill a 
parade of penalties. Nic DesLauriers got the Flyers on the 
board five minutes into the second with a snap shot that beat 
Antti Raanta cleanly, and two minutes later the Flyers tied 

the game on an Owen Tippett knuckler that Raanta 
misjudged while killing a Burns tripping penalty 

Injuries didn’t help the Hurricanes either. Andrei Svechnikov 
went down awkwardly, favoring his right knee, in a collision 
in the second period. While he and the Canes dodged a 
bullet, with Svechnikov not missing a shift, Derek Stepan 
wasn’t so lucky. The Canes’ fourth-line center left the game 
after blocking a shot with his hand late in the second period, 
and the Canes were forced to play the final 20 minutes with 
11 skaters. 

Not long after Kotkaniemi hit the post, Wade Allison gave the 
Flyers a lead that they looked unlikely to lose at 6:09 of the 
third. While the Hurricanes played a much stronger period in 
the third, and certainly avoided the penalty miscues that 
marred the middle frame, it was going to take a moment of 
brilliance to beat Hart and get the game back to even. 

Necas, as he’s done so many times this season, answered 
the bell. 

Burns was nearly offside on the entry, but he dragged his left 
foot behind him just enough that Necas entered the zone 
onside. He took two strides with the puck and wired a point-
perfect shot that beat Hart over the shoulder and went bar-
down into the net, tying the game. Energized by the goal, the 
Canes almost won it in the final minute on a point shot by 
Brett Pesce and a tip chance by Sebastian Aho. 

Necas nearly ended it with an end-to-end rush in overtime, 
turning former teammate Tony DeAngelo inside-out while 
forcing Hart into his best save of the night. It wasn’t his 
shooting that set up the game-winner, but his patience, 
dangling the puck around a defender and starting a tic-tac-
toe passing play through Aho to Burns, whose second goal 
in as many nights was a one-timer from the top of the far 
circle to stun the home crowd and send the victorious Canes 
back to Raleigh for a Halloween night date with the 
Washington Capitals.
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Canes burn Flyers on the road in 4-3 comeback win  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes executed their first overtime win of 
the season in a comeback victory over the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Saturday, Oct. 29. 

At first, it looked like the Canes (5-2-1) were going to repeat 
their showing from the night prior when a lackluster third 
period led to a 6-2 loss against the New York Islanders. 
However, center Martin Nečas flipped the script against the 
Flyers (5-2-1) via a game-tying goal with just over two 
minutes left in regulation. 

“I saw Burnsy was wide and I tried to get in the zone so it's 
not offside,” Nečas said. “Then I tried to drag it and shoot 
through the far side. I had no idea where the puck went; I still 
haven't seen [the replay]. I just saw Burnsy celebrating like it 
went in, so I was hoping it's not gonna be offside, and 
fortunately it was good.” 

Carolina guaranteed itself at least one point by forcing 
overtime, but Nečas and center Sebastian Aho teamed up to 
assist defenseman Brent Burns on the game-winning goal. 
The goal marks Burns’ second in as many games. 

“It's been an adjustment for sure,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “But listen, that's what he does, right? He has a 
flair to put the puck in the back of the net at big times. That 
was a huge one for us tonight.” 

The Canes needed a comeback in the first place by letting a 
2-0 lead slip away to a 3-2 deficit in the latter two periods of 
regulation. Carolina’s offense took its foot off the gas after 
the first intermission, allowing Philadelphia to claw back into 

the game. The Flyers tied things in the second period with 
two goals in 2:04 before going ahead 6:09 into the third. 

Philadelphia played a physical game, racking up 27 hits and 
blocking 17 shots. Carolina responded in kind, but both 
teams frequented the penalty box as a result. Burns and 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi both got four penalty minutes 
while the Canes and Flyers each accumulated 14 and 10, 
respectively. 

“We started the game really well,” said goaltender Antti 
Raanta. “Even though they made a comeback and even got 
the lead, in the last few minutes we were still believing in 
ourselves. Only thing we needed was the kind of shot that 
Nechy had to tie the game.” 

The Hurricanes’ third line was its saving grace prior to the 
comeback effort. Left wing Jordan Martinook, center Jordan 
Staal and right wing Jesper Fast accounted for both of 
Carolina’s goals in the first period, including the first goal of 
the evening from Staal himself. Staal’s scoring effort 
punctuated his 1,100th career game. 

“Without that line I don't know what we would have had going 
on,” Brind’Amour said. “They were driving the bus. We got to 
have — every night, sometimes — a different guy, and in 
that case it was a different line, three guys. They were really, 
really good and got us into the fight, so to speak. Really kept 
us there for parts of that game.” 

The Canes will return to Raleigh for a spooky showdown on 
Monday, Oct. 31 against the Washington Capitals. Puck drop 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
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Wolves Drop Thriller to Admirals 4-3 in OT 

ROSEMONT, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves got goals from 
Nathan Sucese, Josh Melnick and Tukka Tieksola but it 
wasn’t enough as they fell to the Milwaukee Admirals 4-3 in 
overtime Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Jordan Gross scored the game-winner in the extra period as 
Milwaukee won its third in a row. Phil Tomasino added two 
goals and Egor Afanasyev also scored for the Admirals. 

The Wolves staged a third-period comeback to push the 
game into overtime and earn a point. 

“Going down in the game is not easy,” Melnick said. “We’ve 
been in that situation a couple of times already this year but I 
think our fight (Saturday night) was great. When facing 
adversity, it’s easy to just kind of pack it in but we were pretty 
resilient and that’s a good sign.” 

After Milwaukee struck first on a goal by Tomasino, the 
Wolves answered on Sucese’s second goal of the season. 
The winger’s shot from the top of the right circle eluded 
Admirals goaltender Yaroslav Askarov to tie the game at 1-1. 

Later in the opening period, the Wolves took the lead on a 
highlight-reel score by Melnick. The center reached behind 
his back and redirected a shot by teammate Anttoni Honka 
past a startled Askarov. The goal was Melnick’s second of 
the season and his fourth point in his last three games. 

“It was a good play by my linemates,” Melnick said. 
“(Jamieson) Rees got the puck to me in the middle and 
Honka made a good play. I just saw it behind me and tried to 
swing at it and got a piece of it.” 

Honka’s assist extended the rookie defenseman’s points 
streak to all six Wolves contests this season. 

After a scoreless second, Milwaukee struck twice in the third 
on another goal by Tomasino and one by Afanasyev to take 
a 3-2 lead. 

The Wolves tied it when Tieksola tipped in a shot by William 
Lagesson for his first goal of the season. 

Gross’ goal then won it in overtime. 

Pyotr Kochetkov (46 saves) suffered the loss in goal for the 
Wolves while Askarov (30 saves) captured the win for 
Milwaukee. 

The Wolves dropped to 2-3-1-0 on the season while the 
Admirals improved to 4-2-0-0. 

Next up: The Wolves travel to Cleveland to face the 
Monsters on Nov. 4. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-burns-scores-overtime-winner-for-canes-in-philadelphia/c-336960250 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-philadelphia-flyers-game-recap/c-336558040 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-philadelphia-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-55922d9737594f23a2213e3cfc6af1ac 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/29/23430595/carolina-hurricanes-game-recap-philadelphia-flyers-martin-necas-overtime-goal-brent-burns-
raanta 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-burn-flyers-on-the-road-in-4-3-comeback-win/article_c760a72e-5801-11ed-9a00-6f909b75c850.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/10/29/wolves-drop-thriller-to-admirals-4-3-in-ot/ 
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1257128 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes, Islanders switch roles for a night. Why that spelled trouble for 
Carolina 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED OCTOBER 29, 2022 12:56 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Secure in their own dominion, the Carolina Hurricanes don’t get to see 
the mood that so often prevails in opposing locker rooms after frustrating 
nights getting ground into tiny pieces by the Hurricanes’ relentless 
pressure. 

The uniforms and the venues change but the sense of pervasive 
frustration and helplessness does not, universally experienced by those 
unfortunate enough to face the Hurricanes when they’re at their best and 
on their game. Not only is there no space on the ice, there’s the sudden 
and baffling inability to do all the things they normally do because the 
Hurricanes are so often in the way. 

It’s what the Hurricanes do well, how they win, exactly what has made 
them good year after year after year after year after under Rod 
Brind’Amour, who was able to take what the 2006 team he captained did 
well and turn it into a guiding and enduring philosophy. 

In their return to PNC Arena and home re-opener, after not only surviving 
but thriving on the dreaded State Fair Road Trip, the skate was on the 
other foot. 

It doesn’t happen often, but the New York Islanders basically did to the 
Hurricanes what the Hurricanes do to everyone else. As the Hurricanes 
discovered themselves in a 6-2 loss, there’s a reason other teams don’t 
enjoy it very much. 

That had a lot to do with the Islanders, but the Hurricanes were certainly 
to blame as well. Whether they were fat and happy after a 4-1-1 start or 
just unwilling, on this evening, to meet the Islanders’ level of intention, is 
almost immaterial. There’s a way they have to play to be successful, to 
do to other teams what the Islanders did to them, and this wasn’t it. 

“This is what happens,” Jordan Martinook said, “when you go off script.” 

It’s also just one of 82, a forgivable lapse of concentration filled with 
uncharacteristic miscues that are not, presumably, prone to recurrence. If 
the Hurricanes get back to their usual ways Saturday night in 
Philadelphia, this will be forgotten in the jet wash of their hurried 
departure Friday night. 

Bad games come and go, and the Hurricanes should be able to 
overcome them in the end. But nights like this also shine a light on the 
darker corners of the roster, and whether it was the struggles of the third 
defensive pairing or the chronic sloppiness of some of the Hurricanes’ 
better players — Teuvo Teravainen in particular, although Sebastian Aho 
won’t enjoy watching the tape either — that can’t become a trend. 

On the brighter side, Martin Necas’ hot start has unquestionably become 
a trend, finishing off a nice give-and-go with Brady Skjei to chip the puck 
over Ilya Sorokin after storming down the slot. His line, with Andrei 
Svechnikov and Jesperi Kotkaniemi, has been kept off the board only 
once in seven games. 

And the Hurricanes had a chance to flip things around late in the second 
period, with 83 seconds of two-man advantage. But Dylan Coghlan hit 
the post, and the Hurricanes were buzzing around Sorokin but failed to 
convert. It went from 3-2 to 6-2 in the third, as the Hurricanes — like so 
many of their opponents — had been worn down to a nub by waves of 
Islanders. 

“You don’t win games when you play like that,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “There’s too many good teams out there.” 

The Hurricanes are one of them. Usually. They got the same treatment 
Friday they so often hand out, and they found out just how little fun it 
really is. 
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Darcy Kuemper pulls out all the stops as Capitals’ injury woes worsen 

 

Samantha Pell 

30/10/2022 

 

NASHVILLE — Washington goaltender Darcy Kuemper was flawless, 
young winger Beck Malenstyn broke into the scoring column, veteran 
Alex Ovechkin added to his goal tally, and the Capitals left Nashville on 
Saturday with an impressive 3-0 win over the Predators. 

The bad news? Washington’s injury woes continued, with veterans T.J. 
Oshie and John Carlson getting hurt minutes apart in the first period. 

Kuemper stopped all 34 shots the Predators sent his way, posting his 
first shutout with Washington. 

Malenstyn’s goal with seven minutes left in the second period gave the 
Capitals a 1-0 lead. Nic Dowd found Malenstyn in the slot, and the 24-
year-old put the puck past Juuse Saros (32 saves) for the second goal of 
his NHL career. 

Aliaksei Protas added the second goal of the night at 6:44 of the third, 
scoring in front after a goalmouth scramble. It was Protas’s second goal 
in three games. 

Ovechkin capped the scoring with an empty-netter with 2:45 remaining, 
his fourth goal of the season. 

“I was feeling good coming into the game about how my game was 
trending,” Kuemper said. “Tonight the guys did a great job in front of me, 
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so it made my job a lot easier. When you are seeing pucks clean. you 
can kind of get into a rhythm.” 

Oshie suffered a lower-body injury after he appeared to pull something 
chasing the puck in the offensive zone during the Capitals’ first power 
play of the night. He had to coast back when the Predators had their 
shorthanded breakaway chance. Oshie then was helped down the tunnel 
to the locker room, and he did not return. 

Oshie suffered an upper-body injury in the preseason but had played in 
all eight regular season games. 

Carlson suffered a lower-body injury midway through the first, appearing 
to fall awkwardly in the corner after trying to knock the puck away from 
Nashville’s Zach Sanford. He got up and finished his shift but did not play 
the rest of the period. Afterward, Coach Peter Laviolette had no updates 
on either player. 

“We are well rehearsed in this," the coach said about filling the injury 
gaps. “It has been this way for three years. We’ve just had to fill holes in 
order to keep moving forward, and tonight was just another example of 
that.” 

Washington (5-4-0) already was missing Nicklas Backstrom (hip), Tom 
Wilson (knee), Carl Hagelin (eye and hip) and Connor Brown (lower 
body). The Capitals have gotten by so far, but the names added to the 
injured list Saturday are concerning. 

“When you lose one player, it is tough. You are swinging the bench in 
different ways. But you lose two players — one forward and one 
defenseman — and it is pretty early on in the game, you are juggling it for 
the rest of the game. I thought our guys did a terrific job,” Laviolette said. 

The Capitals will finish their four-game road trip Monday against Carolina 
in Raleigh, N.C. If Carlson and Oshie cannot play against the Hurricanes, 
Washington probably will insert defenseman Matt Irwin into the lineup, 
and either Connor McMichael or Joe Snively will spell Oshie up front. 

Here is what else to know from the Capitals’ victory: 

Mantha on a mission 

Anthony Mantha had numerous high-danger chances in the opening 
frame, but he couldn’t beat Saros. Mantha, who has three goals in nine 
games, has been held scoreless in his past four. 

Mantha said earlier in the season he’s aware of the heightened 
expectations people have of him in Washington. He knows last season 
did not go the way he hoped — mainly because of an early-season 
shoulder injury — but he also struggled to produce offense consistently 
when the Capitals’ bigger stars were in their own ruts. 

Fourth line on heater 

Washington’s fourth line has been a consistent force to open the season. 
Despite questions about who would replace Hagelin, Washington has 
filled his role by committee, with each player up to the task. 

On Saturday it was Malenstyn, who was playing his third game alongside 
Dowd and Garnet Hathaway. He recorded his second point in three 
games. Dowd has three goals and two assists, and Hathaway has one 
goal and one assist. While the fourth line is more known for its defense, 
thus far it has been an offensive catalyst. 

“The line was really good,” Laviolette said. “They contributed offensively, 
but that’s what they’ve done the last couple years. They’ve chipped in 
offensively and they’ve helped out.” 

Getting to the net 

The Capitals struggled to create second chances in front of the net 
Thursday against Dallas and it ultimately was the difference in a 2-0 loss. 
The lack of traffic limited Washington’s opportunities to create offense 
and hurt the team’s overall play. 

Mantha said after the game that Laviolette has preached that getting 
bodies in front of the net was a recipe to team success, but the effort just 
wasn’t there on Thursday. 

“We do need to get more bodies there and get those second and third 
chances, and once we are going to do that we are going to dominate and 
create even more offensively. … Obviously in practice we are bringing a 
lot of traffic, and it will soon be automatic,” Mantha said. 

Against Nashville, Washington was better about getting second chances, 
and it proved to be the difference in the third, when Protas positioned 
himself in front for the insurance goal. 
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Caps lose Oshie, Carlson to injury in 3-0 win over Predators 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

Two days after they were shut out for the first time this season, the 
Capitals found themselves on the winning side of one as the beat the 
Nashville Predators 3-0 on Saturday night. 

Beck Malenstyn and Aliaksei Protas provided the offense for the Capitals 
on a night in which they lost both winger T.J. Oshie and defenseman 
John Carlson to injury. In net, goaltenders Darcy Kuemper and Juuse 
Saros put on a show to keep both offenses at bay for most of the game. 

Here are three takeaways from the Capitals’ victory over the Predators. 

Oshie, Carlson exit with injuries 

Not even a period into the game, the Capitals lost both Oshie and 
Carlson to lower-body injuries that sent them to the locker room. 

Oshie left the game first, pulling up on a power play and failing to 
backcheck when the Predators got a shorthanded breakaway chance. He 
went to the bench following the play and didn’t return the rest of the 
game. 

Not long after that, Carlson was fighting Predators winger Michael 
McCarron for positioning along the boards before slipping into the wall. 
He returned for one seven-second shift but departed shortly after. 

The Capitals announced that both players were doubtful to return during 
the first intermission and neither made it back to the bench before the 
game ended. 

Strong goaltending on both sides 

The goalies came to play Saturday night. Kuemper had been a solid 
netminder for Washington to begin the season, but he went into Nashville 
still looking for his first truly dominant performance as a member of the 
Capitals. 

Kuemper delivered exactly that against the Predators, stopping all 33 
shots he faced on his way to his first shutout since he blanked the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in Game 2 of last season’s Stanley Cup Finals. His outing 
saw no shortage of highlight-reel stops. 

On the other end of the ice, Saros put together one of his better games of 
the young season as well. Among the favorites to win the Vezina Trophy 
this season, the 27-year-old racked up 32 saves on 34 Capitals shots — 
with several shots coming in quick succession. 

Ultimately, it was Kuemper picking up the win to move to 4-3 on the 
season. Saros fell to 2-4-1. 

Malenstyn scores first goal of season 
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The Capitals’ third line was at it again Saturday, giving the Capitals the 
only goal they needed when center Nic Dowd found an open Malenstyn 
in the slot during the second period. 

It was Malenstyn’s first goal of the season in just his third game after he 
was recalled from the AHL to replace the injured Connor Brown. In 15 
career games heading into the year, Malenstyn had scored only once 
across the 2019-20 and 2021-22 seasons. 

Protas then gave the Capitals some breathing room seven minutes into 
the third, picking up a deflected puck and beating Saros through the five-
hole amid some traffic in front. 

Alex Ovechkin iced it with an empty netter at the 2:45 mark to secure 
Washington's victory. 

With the win, the Capitals moved to 5-4 on the season with an even 10 
points toward the Metropolitan Division standings. Their next game is 
scheduled for Monday against the divisional foe Carolina Hurricanes in 
the first leg of a back-to-back. 
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Caps loan defenseman Alexeyev to Hershey for rehab assignment 

 

by Matt Weyrich 

 

The Capitals sent defenseman Alex Alexeyev to their AHL affiliate 
Hershey Bears on a long-term injury conditioning loan Friday, paving the 
way for him to return to game action for the first time since he underwent 
labral repair surgery on his left shoulder in June. 

Alexeyev, 22, made his NHL debut for the Capitals last season but spent 
most of the year in Hershey. Washington placed the 2018 first-round pick 
on long-term injury (retroactive to Oct. 11), which prevents him from 
being exposed to waivers but limits his rehab assignment with the Bears 
to up to six days or three games — though the Capitals can request an 
extension of two additional games. 

When his time in Hershey is up, the Capitals will have to decide whether 
to add him to their 23-man roster or attempt to get him through waivers 
so he can stay in the AHL. Either way, the team will face a roster crunch 
on its blue line. Washington has suited up the same six players for each 
of its first eight games with veteran defenseman Matt Irwin the lone 
healthy scratch. 

Following their 2-0 loss to the Dallas Stars on Thursday, the Capitals 
have allowed 3.25 goals per game this season, which ranks 20th in the 
NHL. Head coach Peter Laviolette has lauded the goaltending they’ve 
seen out of Darcy Kuemper (.903 SV%, 2.89 GAA) and Charlie Lindgren 
(.925 SV%, 3.09 GAA), pointing to breakdowns in front of them as 
primary contributors to the high goal totals. 

Laviolette has tried shaking up their top blue-line pairings, giving John 
Carlson and Dmitry Orlov the chance to play together after beginning the 
year with Carlson alongside Martin Fehervary and Orlov opposite Nick 
Jensen. Offseason addition Erik Gustafsson and Trevor van Riemsdyk 
have been paired for all eight games thus far. 

Washington could opt to send forward Connor McMichael to Hershey 
without costing the team any players since he is waiver exempt, but 
Laviolette said Wednesday there have not been “any conversations” 
about moving him to the AHL. Doing so would leave the Capitals with 13 
forwards and eight defensemen. 

Orlov, Jensen, Gustafsson and van Riemsdyk will all be unrestricted free 
agents this offseason while Fehervary will be eligible for a qualifying 

offer. How they fare in the Capitals’ next week’s worth of games could 
play a role in what they do with Alexeyev. 
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Lightning’s Brandon Hagel finds comfort zone on, off the ice and his 
game reflects it 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

6-7 minutes 10/29/2022 

 

When the Lightning placed forward Brandon Hagel on the team’s top 
scoring line before the second game of the season, pairing him with the 
dynamic scoring duo of Brayden Point and Nikita Kucherov, it wasn’t just 
an experiment. 

The Lightning had been tinkering with the idea throughout the 
postseason. Before coming to Tampa in last season’s deadline deal with 
Chicago, Hagel had meshed with elite playmaking forward Patrick Kane, 
an on-ice architect much like Kucherov. Pairing two premier skaters in 
Point and Hagel would potentially give the Lightning rare speed up the 
ice. 

Still, it needed to be put into motion to see if it would actually work. And 
now the 24-year-old is flourishing in all aspects of his game. 

After going goal-less in his first five games — missing on his first 12 shot 
attempts — Hagel had a goal in each of his past three games entering 
Saturday. Over that stretch, he arguably has been the team’s top all-
around player, a difference-maker on the forecheck, power play and 
penalty kill. 

“(Hagel) has done an exceptional job for us,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper 
said before the team headed out on their three-game, five-day West 
Coast road trip. “It takes players a little bit of time to find their way with 
our team, but he has a definitive role. Now he’s stepped into a little bit 
more of an offensive role.” 

Brandon Hagel (38) scores against Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick 
(32) during the first period Tuesday. 

Things started off slowly for Hagel when he first joined the Lightning in 
March. He had never been traded before, and the Lightning sent two 
first-round draft picks to Chicago as part of the package to acquire him. 

“You’re new, you’re nervous, you’re not sure,” he said. “You’re reading 
different things, you’re in your head so much. You’re not living in your 
own home with your own furniture, your own bed. So those are things 
you kind of had to adapt to. But this year, I know the city, I have my own 
place, I have my own bed. I feel at home 24/7, and that’s a huge thing in 
hockey.” 

Once Hagel arrived in Tampa, he only scored four goals in his 22 
regular-season games with the Lightning (two in the postseason) — after 
21 in 55 games in Chicago — but he established himself in other ways by 
playing well away from the puck. 

Before scoring his first goal of this season in a 5-3 win over the Islanders, 
Hagel helped set up the first goal of the game. He dumped the puck in 
deep, charged down the right wing and swiped the puck from New York 
defenseman Scott Mayfield against the end boards. Hagel then fed 
Kucherov by the post, and Point scored on a loose puck in front. 

Hagel’s first goal came on a fortunate bounce later that game. Point flung 
a wrister from the high slot that hit off the crossbar and directly down, 
then hopped to Hagel near the far post for an open net. 
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When Hagel first started playing with Point and Kucherov, he said he was 
focusing on getting the puck to them and creating a net presence to help 
them score. But he has learned that the key is being patient and not rush 
a pass that could lead to a turnover. 

“Playing on that top line, you want to be confident with the puck,” Hagel 
said. “I need to make little plays, I need to hold on to it instead of just 
throwing it away. Those are things that are going to help my game in the 
long run, just being more patient with the puck and just reading off those 
guys. You can learn a lot by just watching those types of players.” 

“Those are the things that really jump out and you know when they’re 
showing replays and highlights to the team, they’re showing that,” 
Lightning TV analyst Brian Engblom said. “It’s not just the goals. I’m 
pretty sure he’s been on more than a couple of those highlights that the 
coaches show.” 

Hagel then provided the go-ahead goal in Wednesday’s 4-2 win in 
Anaheim, ripping a shot from above the left circle as part of the 
Lightning’s second-team power-play unit. It was his first power-play goal 
with the Lightning. 

“It’s just the process,” Engblom said. “I think he started to put a lot of 
pressure on himself early and just nothing was dropping. But I still 
thought that he did a lot of good things. He’s still scoring pretty early and 
there’s a relaxation that happens. It looks like you’re working even harder 
because you’re relaxed, you’re in the right places, your timing’s better. All 
of those things are starting to fall into place.” 
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Lightning end road trip with late-game heroics vs. Sharks 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

5-6 minutes 10/29/2022 

 

About two weeks ago, the Lightning were struggling out of the gate. They 
had just two points over their first four games, ending that string with a 
disappointing home-opener loss to the Flyers, blowing a one-goal lead 
going into the third period. 

On Saturday, for the second straight game out west, the Lightning were 
in the same game situation. They couldn’t hold on to a one-goal lead 
after two periods in San Jose and went into the game’s final minutes tied 
at 3. And just like they did three days previously against Anaheim, the 
Lightning found a way to capture two points with a resilient finish. 

Nikita Kucherov scored the winner with 56.2 seconds remaining, the 
highlight of an impressive game for the first line, to give the Lightning a 4-
3 victory over the Sharks at the SAP Center. 

The Lightning (5-4-1) have won four of their last five games. They have a 
winning record for the first time this season. And they won two of three 
on their trip to California, netting four out of a possible six points. 

“That was our goal,” coach Jon Cooper said. “Everybody wants to win 
every single game, but unfortunately, I haven’t seen a team go 82-0 yet. 
So you’ve got to give realistic goals for the guys, and you want to make 
the playoffs in this league. 

“You go on these road trips, which being in our geographic region, we go 
on four- and five-gamers and three-gamers. And if you can pull out more 
points than games, you’ll put yourself in a really good position if you win 
your games at home.” 

After opening the season with seven of their first nine games on the road, 
the Lightning settle in for a stretch of nine of their next 11 at home 
through Thanksgiving weekend. 

“This first month was a little bit of a struggle at times, and we were on the 
road for a little bit,” said forward Ross Colton, whose first-period goal 
gave the Lightning a 2-1 lead. “Obviously, you can’t make excuses and 
stuff like that, but it’s never easy being on the road for that long to start a 
season. So for us kind of just to find our game, kind of find an identity, 
hopefully these two wins, we can kind of build off and go from there.” 

The Lightning had three one-goal leads over San Jose ahead of the final 
result, starting with defenseman Victor Hedman’s goal 32 seconds into 
the game. They entered the third up 3-2, but defenseman Erik Karlsson’s 
power-play goal 4:34 into the period, his second goal of the game, put 
the Lightning on their heels and shifted momentum toward the Sharks. 

The Lightning were outshot 12-7 in the third and had to kill off a Sharks 
power play in the final eight minutes to have a chance to win in the 
waning moments. 

The Lightning’s winning goal was hockey artistry from end to end. 
Hedman blocked a shot in front of the Lightning net and passed to 
forward Brayden Point between his legs. Point used his speed to push 
the puck up the ice and left the Sharks’ defenders skating by him when 
he stopped on a dime at the top of the left circle. 

Point flicked a cross-ice pass to forward Brandon Hagel as Kucherov 
drove to the net, and from the right dot, Hagel put a pinpoint pass onto 
Kucherov’s stick along the post. Kucherov tapped the puck in past 
outstretched San Jose goaltender James Reimer. 

“Great players, I really enjoy it,” Kucherov said off playing with his 
linemates. “We share the puck.” 

The line of Hagel, Point and Kucherov was the best on the ice all game. 
Chemistry has developed quickly for a trio that has been together for just 
eight games. 

Point also led a rush into the offensive zone to create the first goal of the 
game, flinging the puck across the right circle to Hedman trailing near the 
left hashmark. In mid-motion, Hedman roofed the puck past Reimer. 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy navigated some San Jose 
surges and stopped 15 of the final 16 shots he saw down the stretch to 
cap a 24-save day. 
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Mike Harrington: With trade feeling inevitable, Patrick Kane soldiers on 
as end of his Blackhawks era looms 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

There's a lot swirling around Patrick Kane these days, but the rink 
remains his oasis. He was one of the first players on the KeyBank Center 
ice for the Chicago Blackhawks' morning skate Saturday and one of the 
last ones to return to the dressing room after it. And he was the last one 
off the ice after pregame warmups in the evening. 

That's just how he has always rolled. 

The business of the sport as it concerns the South Buffalo native is all 
anybody wants to talk about. But he's still finding joy in playing the game. 

Everyone expects the Blackhawks to miss the playoffs for the fifth time in 
six years, and for Kane and captain Jonathan Toews to both get traded 
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before the season ends in the final season of their contracts. This is, after 
all, the year for teams to be Bad for (Connor) Bedard. 

The Hawks went 4-2 in their first six games and look clearly better than 
several other of their perceived fellow tankers. But Thursday's last-
second loss to Edmonton followed by Saturday's overtime heartbreaker 
against the Sabres is the kind of frustration that's could mark a long, cold 
winter in Chicago. 

"We didn't really have many expectations coming into the year," Kane 
said before the game. "But I think we're at the point now where we're 
pretty confident in our game and feel like we can go into any game and 
compete and win. Just doing it for ourselves, the guys in the room. But 
maybe a little bit of we wanted to prove people wrong for sure," Kane 
said. "You hear a lot of talk about where we could have been in the 
standings (already)."  

The Blackhawks own wins over Florida and Seattle, two teams that 
handled the Sabres, and suffered a narrow 1-0 loss at Vegas. The last 
two games have been heartbreakers for sure. You have to see if they're 
outliers or the start of a longer skid to the bottom.  

Other than a save by Craig Anderson on a 2-on-1 break in the second 
period, Kane was relatively quiet Saturday. He played 20:03, had no 
points and only one shot on goal. For the season, he's at two goals and 
eight points in eight games. 

There will come a time, sooner rather than later, that new Chicago GM 
Kyle Davidson will broach the subject with him of waving his no-
movement clause and ending a Chicago career that dates to when he 
was the No. 1 overall pick in 2007. Kane is still elite and there will be no 
shortage of teams looking to get him to join for a Cup chase for his fourth 
ring before he heads into free agency next summer. 

"You answer the questions and move on and you get ready for the 
game," Kane said. "When I get here tonight, I won't be thinking about that 
at all. I'll just be thinking about this game and playing tonight. So it's 
pretty easy to put all that stuff aside. It's just kind of noise right now. 
Obviously (Kane and Toews) both know the situation we're in, but I think 
no one's in a rush to make any decisions yet." 

New Hawks coach Luke Richardson said he's found Kane to be open to 
suggestions and a good communicator when analyzing a game. 

"He's professional. And he knows with that part, he might have a little bit 
of control with his contract situation too," Richardson said. "He's here to 
play hockey and he's a hockey player. He has people that look after the 
business side. And it's a good approach to see a player take." 

Sabres Blackhawks Hockey 

Chicago Blackhawks player Patrick Kane looks on against the Buffalo 
Sabres during the first period at the KeyBank Center on Saturday, Oct. 
29, 2022. 

Sabres winger Vinnie Hinostroza is from the Chicago area, started his 
career with the Hawks and still skates with Kane over the summer when 
NHL players congregate at the club's downtown facility a couple blocks 
from United Center. He said he's impressed at how Kane still works to 
hone his skills at 34 years old with more than 1,100 games on his career 
resume. 

"It's crazy when you think about it how I was in middle school and high 
school when those two guys first came," Hinostroza said of Kane and 
Toews. "It was a long time ago. Before them, the games are blacked out 
in town and you couldn't really watch. Then they got these two guys and 
it was exciting, something for the city to be totally excited about. 
Obviously, they won their three Cups there since they've been there 
together.  So it would definitely be weird to not see those guys in the 
Hawks jersey anymore." 

Kane knows Sabres coach Don Granato well from when Granato was an 
assistant with both the Blackhawks and Team USA in the World 
Championships. He knows GM Kevyn Adams too from when they were 
roommates at Kane's first Chicago training camp. But before you get all 

crazy, the Sabres aren't trading for Kane. He's only going to OK a deal to 
a Cup contender. 

"I feel like they're in a good situation. They have a lot of young pieces," 
Kane said of the Sabres. "Seems like they have a good coach. I like 
Donnie when he was here and Kevyn Adams has done a great job for 
that organization. And it seems like they're an up and coming team that 
can compete right now." 

As for a move in free agency, perhaps that will be a little more plausible. 
But Kane would have to decide if the Sabres were close enough to win -- 
and if he wanted to play in his hometown and deal with some of the well-
documented baggage of his younger, wilder years. For now, Kane to 
Buffalo rates as a social media fantasy. 

Let's first see where he ends up Cup chasing come spring. 
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Observations: Sabres 'claw' back, win 4-3 behind Victor Olofsson's OT 
goal 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Kale Clague whacked his stick against the Buffalo Sabres’ net and Owen 
Power retrieved the puck from across the line as the Chicago 
Blackhawks celebrated their second goal in a span of 91 seconds 
Saturday night in KeyBank Center. 

Clague and Power, paired together in a game for the first time, couldn’t 
prevent the Blackhawks’ Taylor Raddysh from scoring on a rebound in 
front of Sabres goalie Craig Anderson for a two-goal lead in the second 
period. 

The Sabres were reeling. They were without three of their top six 
defensemen and unable to get pucks past rookie goalie Arvid Soderblom. 
Another loss would be their third in a row. 

Slowly, the Sabres started to recover. And when coach Don Granato 
threw his lines in the blender, his offense awakened. Tage Thompson 
scored twice in the third period with captain Kyle Okposo on his right 
wing to tie it, and Victor Olofsson clinched a 4-3 win over Chicago with 
his power-play goal 36 seconds into overtime. 

"I think we kind of have to learn from that, but we fought back and got the 
win," said Olofsson, who is tied for the team lead with six goals after 
scoring twice Saturday.  

Buffalo (5-3) had 45 shots on goal for a second straight game, but its 
offense was silent between Olofsson’s first goal at 6:19 into the game 
and Thompson cutting the deficit to one with 8:05 left in regulation. 

Soderblom, an undrafted 23-year-old with three NHL appearances on his 
résumé entering Saturday, stopped dangerous chances when needed 
until the Sabres finally broke through. 

Thompson tied the score with 3:13 left in regulation, and Olofsson added 
his second goal of the game in overtime overtime on a 4-on-3 power 
play. Sabres goalie Craig Anderson made 23 saves to earn 311th career 
win and bought enough time for his teammates to conjure a comeback.  

"We had a a lot of guys rise (to the occasion)," said Sabres coach Don 
Granato. "The competitive juice rose, specifically in the third period. You 
love to see it." 

Trouble began for Buffalo long before Raddysh and Sam Lafferty scored 
1:31 apart in the second period to give Chicago a 3-1 lead. 
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Sabres defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin was unable to play after 
participating in the morning skate because he aggravated a lower-body 
injury. The club was already without Mattias Samuelsson (lower body) 
and Henri Jokiharju (upper body), both of whom have been unavailable 
since last week. 

Clague and Lawrence Pilut drew into the lineup against Chicago (4-3-1) 
with those three unavailable. Jacob Bryson ascended to the top defense 
pair next to Rasmus Dahlin. The six defensemen used by Granato on 
Saturday night averaged approximately 93 games of NHL experience, 
which was buoyed by Dahlin’s 284 career appearances with Buffalo. 

The Blackhawks chose to try to attack the potential weakness, leaving 
them vulnerable around Soderbloom. Extended time in the offensive 
zone earned the Sabres two power plays in the first 5:31 of the game, the 
latter of which Olofsson used to spot Buffalo a 1-0 lead. 

Olofsson one-timed a slap shot from the high slot off a faceoff win by 
Casey Mittelstadt for the winger’s fifth goal in eight games this season. 

"It's great because Vic, you know as a coach he's always ready," said 
Granato. "There's games where there's lots of penalty-kill time and no 
rhythm to 5-on-5 hockey. He's always ready. He's an opportunist." 

Buffalo had opportunities to build on its lead but Soderblom either made 
the save or the Sabres fumbled the puck. Then, Chicago tied it 1-1 with 
Jason Dickinson managing to get the puck over the goal line on a 
scramble around the Sabres’ net. Granato challenged for goaltending 
interference because Andreas Athanasiou dislodged the puck from 
Anderson by skating into the crease but the call on the ice stood with 
9:40 left in the first period. 

The Sabres didn’t look fazed. They started fast again in the second 
period with Thompson hitting the post, Jack Quinn driving to the net and 
Dahlin delivering another highlight-reel play to create a shot lane for 
himself. But the Blackhawks broke the 1-1 tie when no one could lift 
Lafferty’s stick or clear the rebound on a scramble around Anderson. 

A similar mistake occurred with 15:11 left in the second when neither 
Clague nor Power managed to prevent Raddysh from scoring, though the 
scoring chance was created because the Sabres were unable to clear 
the puck from their defensive zone. 

"I think a lot of times last season that’s something we ran into where we 
let frustration get the better of us," said Thompson. "I think that’s 
something we kind of took from last year and we learned from and we’ve 
continued to grow and get better at. ... We found a way to claw our way 
back in there." 

Searching for a different mix of lines to create traffic in front of 
Soderblom, Granato elevated Okposo to the top line next to Skinner and 
Thompson. Cozens centered Alex Tuch and JJ Peterka. Buffalo outshot 
Chicago 13-3 in the third period, winning puck battles in the offensive 
zone and finding space to try to score.  

Okposo's work on the forecheck led to extended zone time and the 
captain created the rebound that led to Thompson's first goal, cutting the 
deficit to 3-2. And it was Okposo again who helped setup the tying 
marker that helped send the game to overtime. 

Olofsson's game-winner, his second goal of the game, snapped the 
Sabres' two-game skid and alleviated the frustration from losing 
Thursday against Montreal despite testing Canadiens backup goalie Sam 
Montembeault with 45 shots. 

"To come out down two going into the third here and pull out two points is 
huge," Okposo said. 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Quite the response 

Okposo was upset at himself for taking an offensive-zone penalty in 
Seattle on Tuesday and lamented that he hasn't produced enough 
offensively early this season. He's delivered a captain-like response in 

consecutive games, capped by his performance Saturday with two 
assists and three shots on goal. 

The Sabres had 92.3% of the 5-on-5 shot attempts (12-1) with Okposo, 
Thompson and Jeff Skinner on the ice. Skinner had the primary assist on 
Thompson's first goal by passing the puck across the slot on a 
wraparound attempt.  

"That’s our leader," Thompson said of Okposo. "That’s the guy you 
follow. He did a great job there leading the way." 

2. Eventful start 

The score would have been out of reach for the Blackhawks early if it 
weren’t for the goaltending of Soderblom. His busy night began early with 
a diving save to rob Mittelstadt, followed by clutch stops on Peterka and 
Vinnie Hinostroza later in the first period. 

Soderblom stopped 15 of 16 shots in the first period – the Sabres also 
had 11 high-danger scoring chances, according to NaturalStatTrick.com 
– but he received help when an offside review overturned an Olofsson 
goal that occurred shortly before his shot from the slot that stood for a 1-
0 lead. 

3. Breakthroughs 

In addition to Olofsson's big game – the winger is up to six goals this 
season – Thompson had an important breakthrough. The 24-year-old 
center doubled his output from the first seven games of the season, 
scoring twice in less than five minutes. 

Thompson had eight shots on goal in each of the past two games. On 
Saturday, he finished with three points, including the assist on Olofsson's 
winner, and 13 shot attempts. 

"I think it was just a matter of time," said Thompson. "If you’re getting 
chances, I think that’s all you can really ask for. If you’re not getting 
chances, that’s when you’ve kinda got to be looking yourself in the mirror 
to see what’s going on. If you’re getting chances, I think they’re bound to 
go in." 

4. Making progress 

Quinn is playing with confidence again after two difficult games to start 
the season. The 21-year-old winger had five shots on goal in 10:42 of ice 
time against Chicago. He’s cycling the puck in the offensive zone and 
forechecking effectively. 

The Sabres had 94.12% of the 5-on-5 shot attempts when Quinn’s line 
with Mittelstadt and Olofsson was on the ice. 

5. Keeping it up 

Dahlin was a key reason why the Sabres managed to break the 
Blackhawks’ five-game streak of scoring at least four goals. Dahlin had 
six shots on 10 attempts with an assist and a blocked shot in a team-high 
26:23 of ice time. He’s showing poise no matter who his defense partner 
is. It was Dahlin who found Olofsson open in the right circle for the game-
winner. 

“I’m not shocked anymore,” Olofsson said with a smirk. “He just keeps 
doing it and he’s been unbelievable for us. Yeah, he’s a (heck) of a 
player.” 

6. Sitting out again 

Rasmus Asplund was a healthy scratch for a second consecutive game, 
frustrating fans who value his contributions defensively. 

The Sabres have outscored teams 6-0 at 5-on-5 with Asplund on the ice, 
while he also ranks top 10 among all forwards in on-ice shot differential 
and shot quality share, according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 

He is the latest forward to have a two-game stint in the press box, 
following Quinn and Peyton Krebs. The Sabres needed to get Krebs back 
in and chose to sit Asplund. He has only four shots on goal at 5-on-5 in 
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six games and needs to be sharper with the puck, but this isn’t an 
extended stay out of the lineup.  

Asplund doesn't deserve to sit. By every measure, he's an excellent 
defensive forward, and he brings a scoring touch. Granato plans to 
continue the rotation because the Sabres have 14 healthy forwards and 
no one can sit for too long. 

“They’ve handled it about as well as you can handle it,” Granato said of 
the forward rotation. “It (stinks) to have to sit a guy healthy when you 
know they’re competing and playing hard. It’s not a good feeling. But as 
I’ve said, we’re really healthy up front. I wish we were healthy on the 
back end. ... You just can’t play them all." 

7. Adding depth 

With injuries in Rochester and Buffalo, the Amerks signed defenseman 
Matt Bartkowski to a professional tryout contract Saturday. Bartkowski, 
34, has appeared in 256 NHL games, most recently one appearance with 
Minnesota in 2020-21, and 429 games in the American Hockey League. 
He was in training camp with the New York Rangers on a professional 
tryout last month but didn’t receive a contract. 

8. Next 

The Sabres host the Detroit Red Wings on Monday, followed by the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Wednesday. The Red Wings (4-2-2) defeated the 
Minnesota Wild, 2-1, on Saturday night. 
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Sabres Notebook: Patrick Kane comes home but will it be the only time 
this season? 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

With the exception of the two seasons impacted by Covid-19, Patrick 
Kane has made an annual visit to Buffalo with the Chicago Blackhawks 
since being drafted No. 1 overall in 2007. It is possible this could be the 
first season of his career that the South Buffalo native would play at 
home more than once. 

The Hawks will be in KeyBank Center on Saturday night, and there's a 
good chance it could be Kane's final appearance in Buffalo with the 
franchise that he has helped lead to three Stanley Cups. Despite starting 
the season 4-3, the Blackhawks have widely advertised they are heading 
into a massive rebuild, and the contracts of both Kane and captain 
Jonathan Toews are up after the season. The eight-year, $84 million 
deals have both players on $10.5 million cap hits. 

It means Kane, 33, and Toews, 34, could be headed to contenders at the 
trade deadline come March, or perhaps even sooner. Both have no-
movement clauses they would have to wave. While injury and illness 
have eroded Toews' skills, Kane remains an elite NHL winger. 

Kane didn't score in the season's first five games, but hit the net in both 
Tuesday's 4-2 win over Florida and Thursday's 6-5 loss to Edmonton, a 
wild game the Hawks dropped on a goal by Leon Draisaitl with 37.8 
seconds left. 

Kane had scored with 3:11 to go on the rebound of a shot by former 
Sabres defenseman Jake McCabe to get the Blackhawks even and forge 
the fifth tie of the night. 

"You tie it with three minutes left and you think you’re giving yourself a 
good chance at a point, and then (Draisaitl) finds those open areas,” 

Kane said after the game. “That’s what he’s so good at, that's why he 
scores so many goals. It would have been nice to get a point, at least." 

Playing on a line with newcomers Max Domi and Andreas Athanasiou, 
Kane leads the Hawks in both assists (6) and points (8). For his career, 
he's up to second in franchise history in points (1,188) and assists (756), 
and he's third in goals (432). Saturday's game will be the 1,115th of his 
career, snapping a tie with former teammate Brent Seabrook for third on 
the club's all-time list. 

"There’s going to be times throughout the season where you might go 
five games without a goal, but it’s probably more noticeable when it’s the 
beginning of the season,” Kane said after his goal against Florida. “So it’s 
nice to get one, but hopefully build off that and get hot here.” 

Sabres defenseman Owen Power is stoked to be getting another chance 
to play against Kane and Toews after watching many games in the 
United Center while he was playing for the Chicago Steel of the United 
States Hockey League from 2018-2020. 

"It will be pretty cool. When I was playing junior there, I was able to go 
see a lot of games," Power said. "Those two players have been 
unbelievable their whole career. So I think any time you go up against 
guys like that, it's kind of exciting to have the challenge and just to go out 
and compete against them." 

In his first career meeting with Chicago in April, Power scored his second 
NHL goal in the season finale against the Hawks. Buffalo won that game 
on Casey Mittelstadt's overtime goal that closed the career of 
broadcaster Rick Jeanneret. 

Lineup news 

The forward lines at practice largely stayed the same Friday. The only 
notable change was that Victor Olofsson moved to Casey Mittelstadt's 
line with Jack Quinn and Vinnie Hinostroza skated on Dylan Cozens' line 
with JJ Peterka. Rasmus Asplund appears to be a healthy scratch for the 
second straight game on Saturday. 

The Sabres don't announce their goaltending intentions, but Craig 
Anderson is likely to get the call in this game after Eric Comrie started the 
previous two. Anderson has allowed just two goals in his first two starts. 

With veteran Petr Mrazek on the injured list, the Blackhawks announced 
Friday that 23-year-old Arvid Soderblom will get his first start in goal this 
season against the Sabres. He went 0-2 with a 5.01 goals-against 
average and .863 save percentage in three games for Chicago last 
season after spending most of the year at Rockford of the AHL. 

Fashion update 

The Sabres practiced Friday with white gloves and white pants as they 
started to break in equipment they'll be wearing for their Reverse Retro 
jerseys, which make their debut Wednesday against Pittsburgh. 

The team's new alternate jersey featuring the full red and black 
"goathead" look it wore from 1996-2006 does not debut until Nov. 22 
against St. Louis. 
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Sabres observations: How Kyle Okposo, Tage Thompson sparked a 
comeback 

 

Matthew Fairburn 
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BUFFALO, N.Y. – With the Sabres trailing the Blackhawks 3-1 after two 
periods, Don Granato made a change. He noticed 34-year-old captain 
Kyle Okposo turning a corner. He was starting to get more juice after a 
slow start to the season. 

Granato also noticed his players trying to score the perfect goal instead 
of getting the puck in the net by any means possible. That problem 
doomed them in a loss to Montreal, so Granato put Okposo up on a line 
with Tage Thompson and Jeff Skinner in the third period against the 
Blackhawks. 

“He’s so decisive, and we need it,” Granato said. “We needed decisive, 
we needed pucks to the net.” 

The Sabres went to the second intermission staring at the possibility of a 
three-game losing streak. Okposo said it was Craig Anderson who 
stepped up to speak to the team between periods and urged the team to 
stay calm. 

“He said, ‘We don’t have to come out and score on the first shift,’” 
Okposo said. “‘Just stay with it and keep playing your game it will 
happen. Don’t cheat.’ That’s one thing I don’t think we did in the third. We 
didn’t cheat the game. We got our chances the right way. That’s 
something commendable after the type of period we played for sure.” 

The third period was Buffalo’s most dominant of the season, as they 
scored twice before securing a 4-3 win in overtime. The Sabres had 88 
percent of the shot attempts and 84 percent of the expected goals at five-
on-five in the third period, according to Natural Stat Trick. Okposo helped 
lead the way with a furious forecheck, and the Sabres finally broke 
through with 8:05 left in the game. Okposo fired a shot from the slot, and 
Thompson boxed out the defenseman down low to bury the rebound. 

With 3:13 to play, Okposo cycled the puck down low to Skinner. He threw 
it out front to Thompson, who batted the puck out of the air and tied the 
game. 

“I looked at Tommer and said, ‘Let’s go get some greasy ones,’” Okposo 
said. “And we got a couple of greasy ones. We were just sticking to it.” 

Thompson was the one who scored, but it was clear Okposo ignited the 
line. In just over four minutes of five-on-five ice time, the trio of Okposo, 
Skinner and Thompson had 92 percent of the shot attempts and 92 
percent of the expected goals. Granato pushed just the right button to get 
his top line going. 

“The biggest thing that stands out (with Okposo) is just the fact that he’s 
been around the league for so long, so when you get into situations like 
this every play he’s making is the right one,” Thompson said. “He’s not 
messing around with the puck, he’s putting pucks in spots where we can 
get them back. He’s strong on battles. I mean, that’s our leader. That’s 
the guy we follow. He did a great job there leading the way.” 

With a stretch of games against the Red Wings, Penguins, Hurricanes 
and Lightning coming up, the Sabres needed to find a way to get points 
in this one. The way they responded in the third period was an 
encouraging sign of the potential for this team. 

They wasted no time finishing the job in overtime, too. Again, Granato 
found the right combination. The Sabres started overtime with just under 
a minute left on a power play. With a four-on-three advantage, Granato 
sent Thompson onto the ice with Rasmus Dahlin, Casey Mittelstadt and 
Victor Olofsson. Olofsson already had a power-play goal earlier in the 
game and had another goal disallowed due to an offside. 

“He is always ready,” Granato said. “He’s an opportunist … We knew he 
had a little swagger tonight as well. He didn’t let us down.” 

Dahlin made the play happen with some deception from the point. With 
the threat of Thompson on one flank and Olofsson on the other, Dahlin 
slid the puck to Olofsson who ripped the shot into the back of the net for 
his sixth of the season. 

On Thursday, Granato said the Sabres lacked a killer instinct. They found 
it in this game just in time after carrying the pace of play through the first 
two periods and still trailing. 

“It seemed like we had control of the play, but that’s why you play 
hockey,” Okposo said. “That’s why you play the game. Sometimes you’re 
going to play better than them and lose and sometimes you’re going to 
play worse and win. That’s the game. You can look at all the analytics 
you want, but the most important thing is putting the puck in the back of 
the net. We were down two and we had to find a way and we did.” 

Now they need to bottle up that third period and carry into a stretch of 
games against four eastern conference playoff contenders. 

Quick hits 

1. Tage Thompson was due 

You got the feeling the goals were going to be coming for Thompson. He 
had 12 shot attempts and eight shots on goal against the Canadiens but 
couldn’t find the back of the net. He had another 14 shot attempts and 
nine shots on net in this game, all at five-on-five, but his goals both came 
from in close. 

After the morning skate, Granato mentioned he had a conversation with 
Thompson about a few small things he was noticing in his game. But he 
alluded to the Sabres’ star scorer being close. 

“I think Tage always puts pressure on himself, and he always 
complicates things because he puts pressure on himself,” Granato said. 
“He just wants it now and he wants it bad. I had another conversation 
with him this morning to give him a few thoughts and observations of my 
own. I do see this as part of a natural process. Knowing his personality. 
He’s another guy that wants it so bad and wants it now and he’s not in 
midseason form yet. He’s just not. He hasn’t had enough touches or 
enough time. You want to hurry to that point, you want to hurry to 
midseason form. You try to make everything perfect along the way and 
it’s not very conducive to getting in the flow. That’s what we’ve seen on 
him, but I’m confident that will resolve itself.” 

Two goals in a five-minute stretch to help spark a comeback is the type 
of thing that will help Thompson resolve whatever early-season 
overthinking was happening. Even with a slower start than he wanted, 
Thompson is still on pace for 31 goals. 

2. Victor Olofsson provided more than just a power-play spark 

Olofsson’s night was headlined by his pair of power-play goals, but his 
line was also effective at five-on-five. According to Natural Stat Trick, 
Olofsson, Casey Mittelstadt and Jack Quinn accounted for 16 shot 
attempts and only one against in 8:04 of five-on-five ice time. They also 
had 98 percent of the five-on-five expected goals while they were on the 
ice. That’s an absurd evening of hockey from that group. 

3. Defense gets even thinner 

Ilya Lyubushkin missed this game with a lower-body injury. It was the 
same lower-body injury that forced him to miss the game against 
Calgary. He took a shot off his foot in the win against Edmonton and 
couldn’t finish the game. Granato said Lyubushkin thought he could play 
through the injury but that was causing further aggravation. The Sabres 
still don’t think it will be a long-term issue, but in the short term, the team 
was down three of its top six defensemen for this game. That lack of 
experience led to some breakdowns and chances for Chicago that 
otherwise may not have happened. The Sabres have already called up 
Lawrence Pilut and Kale Clague, so they’re running out of options if 
Lyubushkin misses more time. 
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NHL’s biggest surprises early in 2022-23: Emerging stars, disappointing 
starts, and what else didn’t we see coming? 
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As the first month of the NHL’s 2022-23 calendar nears its end, the 
Philadelphia Flyers are in first place in the Metropolitan Division, the 
Tampa Bay Lightning are tied for last in the Atlantic and Kyle Connor is 
eighth on the Winnipeg Jets in scoring. 

Even the boldest of our predictions are being surpassed by the surprises 
of a season in action. 

What has been each team’s biggest surprise so far, for good, bad or 
ugly? The Athletic posed that question to the writers who know the teams 
best. 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

John Klingberg’s lack of offensive impact: The most notable of the free 
agents signed by general manager Pat Verbeek is playing a lot of 
minutes for Anaheim but having next to no positive impact in the early 
going. Klingberg was supposed to add extra oomph to a promising Ducks 
power play, and it has been lackluster and unproductive. He can still 
move the puck with the best of them, but he’s been surprisingly poor on 
his handle, and turnovers have resulted. The Ducks knew he would be 
no dynamo in his own end, but he is expected to be so when he crosses 
the red line. They weren’t counting on only two assists and a minus-6 
rating in the first eight games. — Eric Stephens 

Quietly leaving this here in case you didn't get around to it. Enjoy your 
Friday night (or over coffee Saturday 
morning).#NHLDuckshttps://t.co/N7kGASv3de 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) October 29, 2022 

Arizona Coyotes 

The vastly improved power play: Even without Nick Schmaltz, who 
played only 2:26 in the first game before getting injured, the Coyotes’ 
power play is humming along at a 27.6 percent success rate, a significant 
improvement over last season’s 30th-ranked PP, which managed only a 
13.9 percent conversion rate. A big part of that has been the play of 
Shayne Gostisbehere, who leads the team in goals (four), points (eight) 
and PP points (five) while gobbling up around 23 minutes of ice time per 
night. Gostisbehere is on an expiring contract and is going to be 
intriguing trade-deadline bait for any contender needing a PP QB. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Nick Foligno’s resurgence: The Bruins placed Foligno on waivers prior to 
the start of the season for cap purposes. It has not affected him at all. 
The No. 4 left wing has three goals and four points in nine games while 
averaging 12:30 per appearance. He had just two goals in 64 games all 
of last season and looked like he might have hit the end of the road. In 
retrospect, limited offseason training, combined with oblique, knee and 
head injuries, kept Foligno from performing to expectations. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 

‘Do we go now?’: Waivers, a wait to board, and a team-wide cheer for 
Nick Foligno. https://t.co/O97qIH7oY5 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) October 22, 2022 

Buffalo Sabres 

JJ Peterka’s seamless NHL adjustment: Peterka came into the season 
with a lot of promise after an outstanding season in Rochester, but his 
preseason was a bit uneven and expectations were that he may need 
some time to adjust to the NHL game. Instead, he hit the ground running, 
with four points in Buffalo’s first six games. He has adjusted well to the 
pace of the game and has been one of the Sabres’ most consistent 
forwards. That’s he’s doing so this quickly is a pleasant surprise. — 
Matthew Fairburn 

New @TheAthletic: The Sabres are off to a bit of a hot start through five 
games. 

What are the keys to their strong start and how sustainable each one? 
https://t.co/FDwjHNn3et 

— Matthew Fairburn (@MatthewFairburn) October 24, 2022 

Calgary Flames 

Nazem Kadri not missing a beat: There wasn’t much reason to doubt that 
Kadri would succeed in Calgary, at least in the early years of the seven-
year, $49 million contract he signed this offseason. But not many 
predicted he’d start the season as one of the league’s hottest players. 
There’s the six-game points streak, the three-point night against the 
Penguins, the highlight-reel goal in the Battle of Alberta while playing in 
hostile territory — and he’s doing this while playing alongside Andrew 
Mangiapane and Dillon Dube on a line that’s supposed to be second 
fiddle. It has been a perfect fit so far. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey 
Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Jalen Chatfield’s dominance: Like I said earlier this week, I should have 
known better than to bet against Chatfield. Whether paired with Calvin de 
Haan or Dylan Coghlan, he has been dominant. Heading into Friday’s 
home game against the Islanders, the Hurricanes’ possession numbers 
with him on the ice were just shy of 70 percent. His average of 2.17 shots 
per game (13 in six games) was higher than Cale Makar (who’s played 
more than 183 minutes to Chatfield’s under 77 and gets tons of power 
play time), and at five-on-five, no defenseman in the league was getting 
more shots per 60 minutes than Chatfield’s 10.85. — Cory Lavalette 

My latest for @TheAthleticNHL, 10 observations from the Hurricanes’ 
first half-dozen games.https://t.co/dZYo9QDaDc 

— Cory Lavalette (@corylav) October 26, 2022 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Getting something for nothing in Jason Dickinson: Dickinson was, 
essentially, acquired as a cap hit by the Blackhawks, who coaxed a 
second-round pick out of the Canucks in order to take on his $2.65 
million salary for this season and next. But he has been a revelation, 
stepping in and posting a three-point game in his Blackhawks debut, five 
points in his first four games and helping transform the penalty kill into an 
absolute wrecking crew, with four shorthanded goals already. Can he 
keep this up? Unlikely. But he’s gotten back to the all-around play he 
showed in Dallas and lost in Vancouver and has been a perfect fit for 
Luke Richardson’s aggressive forechecking style. — Mark Lazerus 

Blackhawks fans rightfully have taken a wait-and-see approach with this 
year’s team and the UC crowd last night was an example of that. Can 
this unique team win back fans to the building? https://t.co/BlRXuYDfDo 

— Scott Powers (@ByScottPowers) October 26, 2022 

Colorado Avalanche 

Alexandar Georgiev’s fast adjustment: Each of Colorado’s past two 
starting goaltenders — Philipp Grubauer and Darcy Kuemper — had an 
adjustment period when first acquired. Georgiev, this past offseason’s 
trade acquisition, has looked comfortable from the start, especially in a 
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44-save effort against the Rangers, his former team, on Tuesday. He has 
saved more goals than expected, according to Evolving-Hockey, and has 
a .921 save percentage in five starts. It’s an encouraging sign for the 
Avalanche, who traded for Georgiev despite him not having experience 
as a full-time starter. — Peter Baugh 

"He was on a mission tonight.”https://t.co/wn9VfxG6wW 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) October 26, 2022 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Cole Sillinger losing his momentum: It’s too early to deem this a 
sophomore slump, but Sillinger’s second NHL season so far has looked 
nothing like his rookie season, when he scored 16 goals. Sillinger finally 
earned his first point of the season (an assist) in Tuesday’s 6-3 loss to 
Arizona, and he has just 15 shots on goal and six high-danger scoring 
chances in the Blue Jackets’ first nine games. With a better start, he 
could be playing on the top line between Johnny Gaudreau and Patrik 
Laine, but Boone Jenner (at season’s start) and Jack Roslovic (as of 
Friday) have taken the spot. — Aaron Portzline 

The Athletic: Blue Jackets Sunday Gathering 

1. Growing pains show there’s no substitute for experience 

2. “Does anybody want to play D?” How Blankenburg’s career changed 

3. Snacks: Laine / Korpisalo expected on Finland trip, Jenner nears 
milestone, morehttps://t.co/orNmoDmeYZ pic.twitter.com/6Uoa3M1hvw 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) October 23, 2022 

Dallas Stars 

Ty Dellandrea’s versatility and impact: The Stars have a handful of 
candidates for this among their young players, including Nils Lundkvist 
and Wyatt Johnston. However, by expectations-to-impact ratio, 
Dellandrea grades out the highest. The Stars expected him to be a 
decent depth forward, but instead he’s been a player who has helped 
drive production of whatever line he’s on, whether he was the right 
winger for the second line with Mason Marchment and Tyler Seguin that 
got off to a hot start or now helping Johnston and Jamie Benn. As 
DeBoer said of Dellandrea, “If we had two of him, we’d be alright.” 
Dellandrea has made a noticeable mark at even strength and has been 
one of the top penalty-killing weapons in the NHL. — Saad Yousuf 

Stars observations: Miro Heiskanen’s absence, Wyatt Johnston and Ty 
Dellandrea shine, penalties show up (again) and three non-scoring plays 
that stood out to me (Hintz, Oettinger, Glendening) 
https://t.co/XqcHduuPhl 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) October 26, 2022 

Detroit Red Wings 

Dominik Kubalik’s resurgence: Just months after the Blackhawks opted 
not to make him a qualifying offer, Kubalik has opened the 2022-23 
season on a tear. He had 10 points in his first six games, has already 
worked his way onto the top line and top power-play unit, and looks much 
more like the player who scored 30 goals as a rookie than the one who 
struggled last season. He won’t stay this hot all year, but he looks like a 
legit contributor on a bargain contract. — Max Bultman 

After 5 games, the Red Wings are 3-0-2. 

But what else do we know — and what else might we think — about 
them five games in? Trying to sort it all out for 
@TheAthleticNHL:https://t.co/LVKpupFPqL 

— Max Bultman (@m_bultman) October 24, 2022 

Edmonton Oilers 

Stuart Skinner’s .957 save percentage: Skinner had just 14 NHL 
appearances to his name heading into the season. That’s not a lot, 
especially since the Oilers are counting on him to make at least 25 starts 

behind new No. 1 goalie Jack Campbell. Skinner has alleviated any 
concerns so far. He was perfect in relief of Campbell in 2 1/2 periods 
against the Flames and was the biggest reason the Oilers secured a road 
win over the Blues. Overall, he has posted a .957 save percentage in 
three appearances this season. Sure, that’s unsustainably high, but the 
team has enjoyed his early work. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

5 takeaways from the Oilers’ first 5 games: ‘There’s room for 
improvement’ – The Athletic https://t.co/tTskS1rs0M 

— Daniel Nugent-Bowman (@DNBsports) October 23, 2022 

Florida Panthers 

Colin White, offensive dynamo: The Panthers signed White to a one-
year, $1.2 average-annual-value deal after Ottawa bought him out. Best-
case scenario seemed to be that he’d rebound to add bottom-six 
defensive value after an absolutely brutal end to his time with the Sens. 
He’s been better than that so far, though, putting up seven points in eight 
games. More importantly, he’s meshing with Anton Lundell and showing 
enough under the hood (63.6 percent expected goals rate) to suggest 
that he could keep it up. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Gabriel Vilardi’s scoring: Even if he recently downplayed a question 
about the confidence he has now, the 23-year-old is playing with a ton of 
it after struggling to find enough consistency to stay with the Kings full-
time previously. Vilardi leads L.A. with six goals and 10 points even as he 
has played between the second and third lines. Coach Todd McLellan 
rewarded him Thursday with a third-period move to the top line with Anze 
Kopitar and Adrian Kempe. It may not be permanent, but it’s a sign of 
how much Vilardi has grown in a short time. Freed of the heavy 
responsibility of playing center, the 6-foot-3 forward is using his size to 
hog the puck in the offensive end and his soft hands to make plays and 
be a finisher at the net. — Eric Stephens 

With Gabriel Vilardi's fourth multi-point game in the young season at the 
heart of it against a perennial Stanley Cup contender, the #LAKings took 
a notable step toward reclaiming what powered them last 
season.https://t.co/Mu1fMWBNf9 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) October 26, 2022 

Minnesota Wild 

The power play’s turnaround: Special-teams play was a big part of the 
Wild’s demise last season, particularly the power play when they needed 
a big goal in the first round against the Blues. Fixing that was a focal 
point this past offseason, and here we are, seven games in, and the 
Wild’s power play is clicking at 31 percent, good for third in the NHL. 
Mats Zuccarello leads the league with eight power-play points, and Kirill 
Kaprizov has chipped in six. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

The emergence of Arber Xhekaj: Xhekaj, 21, was not drafted and did not 
play in the OHL in 2020-21, but he managed to get invited to Canadiens 
training camp and signed an entry-level contract by the end of it in the fall 
of 2021. A year later, the rugged defenseman earned a spot on the 
Canadiens’ blue line before playing a single minute of pro hockey at any 
level. Xhekaj is confident and fearless (he shook Zack Kassian like a 
ragdoll during a fight) and has very good mobility and interesting 
offensive skills. There is a chance he is sent down to the AHL at some 
point, but he’s undoubtedly the talk of the town in Montreal. — Marc 
Antoine Godin 

Cette semaine dans le calepin Godin et Basu: 

 Qui est Johnathan Kovacevic 

 Pourquoi la liste remise à lundi à la LNH pourrait différer de celle au 
premier match 

 Xhekaj ne manque pas de 'swagger' 
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 Un tour d'horizon du Rocket avec Jean-François 
Houlehttps://t.co/7kb3itMRyn 

— Marc Antoine Godin (@MAGodin) October 10, 2022 

Nashville Predators 

A moribund power play: Granted, the Preds did get a much-needed goal 
with the man advantage in a much-needed win over St. Louis on 
Thursday, but that elevated their celebrated power play to 27th in the 
league (9.7 percent). This after the same group with the same approach 
finished sixth last season at a robust 24.4 percent. Sometimes the puck 
just doesn’t go in for a stretch, but the Preds’ first unit has been far too 
discombobulated. And that ties directly into a collective slow start for this 
team’s high-priced players. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

How dominant they’ve been at five-on-five: Signs pointed to New Jersey 
being a good team at even strength after they made progress in front of 
the net last season and made a few key additions over the summer … 
but not to this degree. After Friday’s 1-0 win over the defending 
champion Avalanche, the Devils lead the league with a nice 67.8 percent 
expected-goals rate at five-on-five, according to Evolving-Hockey, 
evidence of their efforts on both ends of the ice. Adds like John Marino 
have solidified the back end, while the foundational players are leading 
the way up front. The results should come as long as the saves are 
there, and the Devils could become a force if this keeps up. — Shayna 
Goldman 

It's still early, but @domluszczyszyn has his eye on some small sample 
madness. 

 The Devils' expected win percentage 

 The Lightning's goals-per-60 

 The Senators' expected goals rate 

More numbers you should know  https://t.co/9zoJDiJsno 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 27, 2022 

New York Islanders 

Lack of scoring from their centers: We knew that the Islanders might 
have trouble scoring, but after Friday’s two-goal game from center Brock 
Nelson, they now have only that many on the season from centers. 
Nelson was the team’s leading goal-scorer last season, with 37, and it 
was especially concerning to see him not getting a ton of chances early. 
Mathew Barzal is more of a playmaker than a goal-scorer, but it’s still 
surprising that he’s still on zero himself after signing a massive 
extension. On a more positive note, the Islanders have seven goals from 
defensemen in their first eight games. But they’re going to need more 
from the guys up front. Maybe Nelson’s two-goal night can get the 
momentum going. — Kevin Kurz 

Lots in here, from opinions on the deal to Barzal and Parise talking about 
how the #Isles plan to play a little differently this season (again, hooray 
for open locker rooms). 

More   https://t.co/E2TAGjAuWj 

— Kevin Kurz (@KKurzNHL) October 6, 2022 

New York Rangers 

Igor Shesterkin being human: Last season’s Vezina Trophy winner and 
Hart Trophy finalist is sporting a very ordinary .916 save percentage 
through five starts and made a puckhandling mistake that led to an 
Avalanche goal Tuesday. Now, .916 is still well above the league 
average so far, but the Rangers’ offense has been sputtering, so they 
need Shesterkin to wear the cape again. He hasn’t done it yet. — Arthur 
Staple 

The one area of Igor Shesterkin’s game that surprisingly needs work 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/dfY0Ky5OgV 

— Arthur Staple (@StapeAthletic) September 30, 2022 

Ottawa Senators 

Shane Pinto’s goal-scoring: If you asked Senators fans before the 
season to predict the team’s leading goal-scorer near the end of October, 
you would probably have seen a lot of votes for Alex DeBrincat, Tim 
Stützle, Josh Norris, Brady Tkachuk, Drake Batherson — but nobody 
was thinking Pinto would emerge into a dynamic goal-scorer this quickly. 
There was so much emphasis on Ottawa’s newly improved top six that a 
lot of people forgot about Pinto on the third line. But the rookie has made 
sure to stay in the spotlight, with a scorching start that has included a 
rookie franchise-record goal-scoring streak. Now, with Norris sidelined for 
an extended period of time, there is a good chance Pinto can take on an 
even bigger role. His surprising start has certainly lifted him into the early 
Calder Trophy conversation. — Ian Mendes 

Brad Berry used to call Jake Sanderson ‘The Human Breakout.’ He 
watched Shane Pinto diligently work on his shot after practice. 

So the North Dakota head coach isn’t the least bit surprised to see 
Ottawa’s dynamic rookie duo having success right away. 
https://t.co/seIvPXcrk2 

— Ian Mendes (@ian_mendes) October 28, 2022 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Their 5-2-0 record: I don’t think anyone expected the Flyers to win five 
out of their first seven games, especially given that top players Sean 
Couturier and Cam Atkinson have combined for zero games played. Is it 
sustainable? Probably not. The Flyers rank near the bottom of every five-
on-five advanced metric and have been carried by Carter Hart’s sterling 
play (.947 save percentage, undefeated in five starts). But regardless of 
the process, it’s still a shock to look at the Metropolitan Division 
standings with October coming to a close and see the Flyers at the top. 
— Charlie O’Connor 

The Flyers are 5-2-0 and leading the Metro. They're also only generating 
about 40% of the shot attempts and expected goals at 5-on-5. 

How are they winning anyway? Well, it's mostly Carter Hart. Do the 
Flyers realize that? It seems like they do.https://t.co/oh6xBGsefC 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) October 28, 2022 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Danton Heinen’s showcase: Danton Heinen scored 18 goals last season, 
so it’s not a surprise he’s potted three already in 2022-23. But how he’s 
gone about it is a pleasant development for the Penguins. Heinen has 
supplanted an injured Jake Guentzel on the top line and has not looked 
out of place. He’s won puck battles with his skill and has taken 
advantage of opportunities created by Sidney Crosby. The Penguins 
would be in trouble without him. — Rob Rossi 

We talk Sid’s fantasy football team, western Canada fun, possible 
upcoming trades, those weird Patrick Kane rumors and more: 
https://t.co/RYRKFY7h0I 

— Josh Yohe (@JoshYohe_PGH) October 27, 2022 

San Jose Sharks 

Nico Sturm and Evgeny Svechnikov earning bigger roles: Sturm was a 
relatively under-the-radar free-agent addition, and Svechnikov came 
aboard just before training camp started. They began the year together 
on the fourth line but have been promoted to third-unit duty in large part 
because they have been the most effective offensive duo on the club. 
Sturm is tied for the team lead with four goals, while Svechnikov has two 
goals and four points. The only forward on the team with more points is 
Logan Couture after his three-point night against Toronto. — Corey 
Masisak 
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Sharks’ recent wins won’t stop trade speculation from ramping up 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/751fIGdkxI 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) October 29, 2022 

Seattle Kraken 

How well they are scoring by committee: Obviously the Kraken needed 
saves last season, but scoring support was missing as well. That’s what 
management sought to fix over the summer with additions like Andre 
Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand, along with an infusion of youth in 
Matty Beniers full-time and Shane Wright seeing his first action. Still, 
even with those changes, the star-power factor was missing. But so far, 
Seattle’s offense has been greater than the sum of its parts. A few days 
back, @NHLtoSeattle measured that the Kraken lead the league in 
unique goalscorers, and that’s been key to their start. — Shayna 
Goldman 

With goals from Geekie, Oleksiak, and Sprong last night, I was thinking 
about this. So I looked it up. #SharingIsCaring #SeaKraken 
pic.twitter.com/FO40cHPcmS 

— NHLtoSeattle (@NHLtoSeattle) October 26, 2022 

St. Louis Blues 

Jordan Kyrou’s slow start: The Blues had enough confidence in Jordan 
Kyrou’s future that they signed him to an eight-year, $65 million contract 
in September. As they would be with any young player, the Blues are 
focused on the big picture with the 24-year-old and that looks bright 
based on his 27-goal, 75-point season in 2021-22. That said, Kyrou’s 
slow start this year has to be concerning. Through six games, he has just 
one point — a goal in Game 2. Through six games last season, he had 
two goals and eight points. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Blues’ Jordan Kyrou ‘fighting it’ so far in 2022-23. What’s behind his slow 
start? https://t.co/1z0bP1aRDm #stlblues 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) October 27, 2022 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Nick Perbix filling a need on defense: The Lightning blue line entered the 
season in flux after the trade of Ryan McDonagh, departure of Jan Rutta 
and injury to Zach Bogosian. It meant a pressing need for replacements. 
We didn’t think one of them would be Nick Perbix, a 2017 sixth-rounder 
who has looked strong in just his first handful of NHL games. There’s 
been a dropoff in Tampa Bay’s penalty kill and defense overall, but it’s 
encouraging Perbix is showing he’s an option on the right side. — Joe 
Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Ilya Samsonov’s solid start: The biggest surprise, generally, is the team-
wide scuffling out of the gate. The most pleasant surprise, on the other 
hand, has to be Samsonov. He has won four of his first five starts and 
posted a .932 save percentage. His play has been all the more important 
with Matt Murray sidelined by injury. Can Samsonov keep it up? That’s 
the big question. — Jonas Siegel 

NHL goalie confidence meter 2022-23: Our early-season ratings for all 32 
teams 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/uN1bGAI50u 

— Kevin Kurz (@KKurzNHL) October 22, 2022 

Vancouver Canucks 

Blown third-period leads: Vancouver set an NHL record by opening the 
season with blown multiple-goal leads in four consecutive losses. At a 
micro level, the penalty kill has been a disaster. J.T. Miller’s five-on-five 
impact both defensively and offensively has been sorely lacking, and 
Thatcher Demko hasn’t looked like his usually sturdy self. — Harman 
Dayal 

The relief of victory, the feistiness of Vancouver’s players, a trade that 
won’t move the needle and a level of performance that needs to be better 
to justify staying the course.#Canucks finally win, ‘a lot of relief’ —and a 
lot of trouble still lurking: https://t.co/C8ojEe5TFi 

— Thomas Drance (@ThomasDrance) October 28, 2022 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The solid goaltending without Robin Lehner: On the shoulders of Logan 
Thompson and Adin Hill, the Golden Knights have the NHL’s second-
highest team save percentage at .940. There were major question marks 
in the crease for Vegas this season after Lehner underwent double hip 
surgery, but these two unproven netminders have risen to the occasion 
thus far, with Thompson’s 29-save shutout Friday the latest showcase. 
The Golden Knights’ team defense deserves a ton of credit, too, keeping 
teams to the outside and making the goalie’s lives easier, but Thompson 
and Hill have made key saves in big moments and have yet to allow a 
single soft goal. — Jesse Granger 

4 years ago Logan Thompson was in college in Canada, playing video 
games & pondering a job at Uber Eats, but his rear-wheel Infiniti G35 
couldn’t make it on the icy roads. 

Now: Starting goalie for the Vegas Golden Knights. 

His incredible underdog story- https://t.co/FRIjUKjT6y 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) October 18, 2022 

Washington Capitals 

Backup goalie Charlie Lindgren’s strong play: A full-time NHLer for the 
first time, Lindgren has shined in both of his starts with his new team: a 
36-save defeat in Toronto and a 38-save victory in New Jersey. He 
boasts a .925 save percentage and, per Sportlogiq’s analytics, has saved 
0.67 goals above expected. Lindgren has also endeared himself to the 
room and staff with his effervescent personality and tireless practice 
habits. Although he is not expected to challenge undisputed No. 1 Darcy 
Kuemper and two starts is a small sample size, the Caps have every 
reason to feel confident about their decision to ink the 28-year-old to a 
three-year, $3.3 million contract this summer. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Kyle Connor being eighth in team scoring: Connor is coming off a 47-
goal, 93-point season that set Winnipeg Jets 2.0 records, and he remains 
a top-line force who troubles goaltenders every time he shoots. This 
season, he leads the Jets in shots and expected goals and has been 
skating as well as ever. Yet he has just one goal and four points in the 
first eight games, landing him eighth in team scoring. It’s too early to 
sound the alarm, but it’s all kinds of strange to look at the Jets scoring 
leaders and see Connor behind seven players, including two 
defencemen and shutdown center Adam Lowry. — Murat Ates 

The Athletic LOADED: 10.30.2022 
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October NHL vibe check: Clicking power plays, ageless Penguins, and 
more 

 

Shayna Goldman 
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It’s too early to make sweeping declarations about the season just yet. 
We’re not even a full month in, and only one team has even hit the 10-
game mark. 
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But there has been a trend developing that’s continuing to open the year: 
an increase in power-play scoring. Last year, teams leaguewide scored 
at a rate of 7.17 per 60 on five-on-four advantages. That was an increase 
from the year prior (6.78) and an even bigger jump from 10 years ago 
(5.91). To open this season, ahead of Friday night’s games, teams have 
scored at an impressive rate of 7.46 per 60. 

The vibes are impeccable on the power play 

What’s behind the gradual increase? 

There are a few factors coming into play. 

The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn explored how teams leaning more 
heavily on their top power-play units has helped production. That’s true 
this year with some top power-play units. Colorado’s leading five play 
approximately 70 percent of the available minutes, while Edmonton’s 
best are on the ice for more than 85 percent of the power-play minutes. 
The Rangers let their top unit control about 77 percent of the available 
ice time, while Minnesota’s PP1 is deployed for over 80 percent. 

The thinking is simple: Let the best players skate the most ice time when 
there’s a man advantage for more scoring efficiency. 

Another reason for the rise in scoring is where offense is coming from in 
those minutes. As The Athletic’s Fluto Shinzawa covered, teams are 
positioning their best scorers at the flank instead of emphasizing as many 
shots from the point from defenders. That’s why the Rangers rely on 
Mika Zibanejad from the left circle instead of Adam Fox from the point, 
and the Lightning have Steven Stamkos stationed from the same 
position. 

Positional deployment is another influencing factor. 

Over the years, the league has trended toward teams using at least four 
forwards in five-on-five situations. In some cases, in Florida, Boston, St. 
Louis, and Montreal, a five-forward unit has been experimented with as 
well. At most per season, only two percent of the league has ever 
employed that 5F. But the mainstream approach has become rolling with 
four forwards and one defender. 

To be exact, 86 percent of the league is rolling with that composition on 
five-on-four advantages (and stick taps to Prashanth Iyer for crunching 
the numbers for us here). That’s a three percent raise from last year, and 
43 percent rise from a decade ago. Since the beginning of the data era, 
this is one number that has continued to trend up — from 34 percent up 
to this year’s 86 percent. 

With that rise in 4F1D units, there’s also been an overall uptick in goal 
scoring in five-on-four power-play situations as pictured below (with 
purple data points showing the highest rates of scoring). 

The chart doesn’t necessarily show causality but does show a clear 
correlation. The work of Matt Cane, now of the New Jersey Devils, did 
point to this approach leading to more scoring before as many teams 
bought in. 

Why aren’t all teams rolling at least four forwards? 

Sometimes, available personnel drives the decision-making. That could 
be on the rare gutsy teams with a two-way forward who can be trusted to 
direct play and hold the blue line over a defender who doesn’t fit the role 
or one without enough forwards to fill out two units. 

Some teams simply don’t have four forwards they want for a second unit 
when there are two puck-moving defenders to skate on the unit. In 
Colorado’s case, there are three defensemen on the second unit 
between Sam Girard, Bowen Byram, and Devon Toews. But keep in 
mind, that unit only plays about 30 percent of the minutes. 

But generally speaking in today’s game, a top unit has at least four 
forwards — and rightfully so since they generally are the best at drawing 
up offensive plays. While the concern is that opponents have more time 
and space to clear the puck past one defender, especially if they’re 
stationed alone at the point, the idea is for the forwards to maintain 

possession and beat opposing netminders before they have the chance. 
And that seems to be working quite well, as power-play scoring continues 
to rise. 

The vibes are ageless in Pittsburgh 

It was questioned last spring if the Penguins would get one more kick at 
the can with their current core, considering the expiring contracts of 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang. That’s why management made moves at 
the deadline, to better the team’s chances of success while their big 
three were still intact. 

This was answered in July with extensions to both Malkin and Letang, 
ensuring the core gets three more chances to compete together before 
Sidney Crosby’s current deal expires. Of course, keeping the team 
together and getting the results are two different conversations, 
especially with aging curves in mind. Crosby, Malkin, and Letang aren’t 
getting any younger and players tend to decline in their mid-to-late 30s. 
The benefit to all three is that their level is so high to start, so even if they 
were to decline they would still be better than an above-average skater. 

And to start the season, all three have shown that they’re not close to 
average. 

Crosby has four goals and 11 points through seven games. Even without 
mainstay winger Jake Guentzel in the lineup these last three tilts, the 
center just keeps on rolling. That’s helped elevate his average game 
score to 1.97, good for seventh in the league as of Friday. Malkin is 
excelling on the second line and has one of the best influences on the 
team’s five-on-five offensive generation. Plus, he’s operating at a point-
per-game pace so far. And Letang’s still rolling as the team’s number 
one, with a team-leading 23:16 average ice time. 

The Penguins have a long way to go, and it won’t be surprising if the 
season starts to wear on their aging stars. But their opening games prove 
we can’t count out Pittsburgh — especially not with their foundational 
players still in the mix. 

The vibes are better than expected in Philadelphia 

It’s been a tough year or so for the Flyers, and much of their offseason 
didn’t put this team in a position to change that for 2022-23. The hiring of 
John Tortorella, however, does help. 

The Flyers have gotten off to a much better start than anticipated, and a 
lot of it is thanks to goaltending. Carter Hart leads the league after saving 
9.08 goals above expected in all situations. That’s a major reason why 
they’ve earned 53.5 percent of the goals share at five-on-five despite a 
lowly scoring rate. But there’s a 14 percent gap between reality and 
expectations right now, and that may change if Hart can’t sustain this 
level of play behind one of the tougher workloads in the league. 

So while it’s easy to jump at a quintessential Tortorella headline — 
including this week’s “analytics are trash” — there usually is a lot more 
than the one line that grabs all the attention. And in this case, it’s that 
coaching seems to acknowledge the flaws in the Flyers’ current level of 
play. The team is still trying to actively improve below the surface in front 
of the blue paint despite the results. 

I’ve talked about this for years…ask him (and many ppl tbh) what he 
thinks of “analytics” you’ll get this. Ask him what he thinks of fundamental 
concepts analytics has brought to forefront (shot assists / possession / 
transition / pulling the G) and he’ll agree. https://t.co/NS7UG24oHB 

— Alison (@AlisonL) October 28, 2022 

The learning process, and implementation of a more sustainable system, 
seems to be the priority at the end of the day. That should help the Flyers 
meet Hart in the middle when his play trends in the wrong direction, and 
instill some longer-term stability even if the wins start to fade. 

The vibes are TBD in Arizona 

Look, it’s easy to dunk on the Coyotes. The league makes it easy, as 
does ownership. Arizona’s revenues are going to be higher? Well, it 
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helps that the operating costs are so much lower! The ticket prices are 
also ridiculously high for a team that: 

1. Struggles with attendance in general. 

2. Isn’t very good. 

That being said, the Coyotes have to make the best of this situation. So 
before we all rush to judgment after Game 1, let’s give it a shot. 

Of course, there are negatives. Arizona doesn’t get top billing at center 
ice, with ASU’s logo there as well, but it could be worse. Some awkward 
combined logo, or nothing for the Coyotes, is the alternative. 

But there’s potential to really lean into the college atmosphere and make 
the best of it. That’s why the inclusion of a student section with lower 
prices is so important. The drumline adds an aspect of fun, too. So many 
NCAA games have such a vibrant atmosphere that’s infectious. It’s hard 
not to get wrapped up in the hype. 

Coyotes president Xavier Gutierrez says there will be 200-400 tickets set 
aside for Arizona State students, priced at $25. They'll sit in the usual 
student section. There also will be a drumline, adding to the collegiate 
atmosphere. 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) October 27, 2022 

If Arizona can find a way to channel that, and make this feel like the 
intimate experience it is given the capacity, then this really could be 
something interesting. The drawback, honestly, is how low the capacity 
is. Something closer to the 7,000 or 10,000 variety would obviously have 
a bit more pop. But there’s still a way to make this 5,026-person arena a 
hot spot to go enjoy a game. Until the Coyotes fail at doing that, there’s 
no reason to root for their downfall — even if the league can make all of 
us roll our eyes at their positive spin of the situation. 

But the players deserve better. They didn’t ask for this, but they are stuck 
with the reality for the time being. Maybe this can end up being a better 
experience at Mullet Arena than anyone anticipated, and give some 
inspiration on how to improve the vibes at an NHL game — closer to 
those at a college game or even in Europe. The NHL isn’t perfect, so any 
opportunity to trend up should be taken fully. 

The vibes are still bad in Vancouver 

We’ve softened from putrid to bad after the Canucks finally earned their 
first win of the season on Thursday night against the Kraken. That said, it 
wasn’t an easy win by any stretch. The team almost blew it once again at 
the end. If not for a J.T. Miller shot block (yes, I’m surprised as all of you 
after watching his defending on some of the goals against to start the 
year), the conversation would be a lot different. 

Instead, this section would have been about newly paid Miller’s saltiness, 
lackluster defense and bland offense when the team clearly craves it. 

It would have been about how the defense isn’t creating offense, how 
there are far too many turnovers in their own zone, and how much the 
team spirals after making mistakes. And, of course, it would have been 
about how the team hasn’t been getting the timely saves expected from 
Thatcher Demko. I really don’t need to write about all of that because 
Cam Charron already did such an excellent job of it on Thursday. 

While writing this very section, the Canucks made a trade for Ethan Bear 
— a player who deserved more of a shot than he got with the Hurricanes. 
He’s the type of player — a puck-moving defenseman who can bring the 
spark to blue line — that Vancouver has been missing. No, he’s not the 
answer alone. The team still needs Quinn Hughes to take another step 
forward at five-on-five and Oliver Ekman-Larsson to clean up his game, 
among other tweaks on defense as well. 

But this is a step in the right direction because the personnel on the blue 
line was flawed from Day 1 of this season. Maybe management getting 
activated will start to wake up the rest of the team so they aren’t being 
outplayed on a nightly basis. There’s quite a bit of work to do in 
Vancouver to get this team back on track, and the clock is ticking. A team 

can’t win a playoff spot just yet, but they can lose it especially when they 
weren’t one of the true contenders to begin with. 

 October Stars  

It’s been a fun month of hockey to open the 2022-23 season, and the 
stars are shining early. There were quite a few contenders. Jake 
Oettinger has been fantastic between the pipes in Dallas, saving 8.89 
goals above expected through his first six games. David Pastrnak is 
thriving in Boston, and is a key reason for their early success. Crosby’s in 
the mix too, for all the reasons stated above. Connor McDavid is above 
just star caliber. But here are our final three. 

Andrei Svechnikov is thriving to open the season and is proving to be 
everything the Hurricanes needed to punch up their offense. Ahead of 
Friday’s matchup versus the Islanders, he ranked second in the league 
with a 2.3 game score. Svechnikov is bringing the finishing and oomph 
the Hurricanes have been missing, with seven goals over his first six 
games. 

Add in his two assists, and all nine of his points have been primary this 
season. If there were any questions about how Carolina’s second line 
would manage without Vincent Trocheck, he’s answering them — and so 
his is linemate Marty Necas who seems to finally be hitting his stride. 
That line, centered by Jesperi Kotkanemi, has earned a 73.8 expected 
goals rate over their first six games and outscored opponents 5-0. 

Jesper Bratt’s picked up where he left off last year in New Jersey. The 
forward only signed for a year when his contract expired, which should 
open the door for a greater raise this summer if he keeps it up. Last year, 
Bratt was arguably the Devils’ most consistent and valuable player. The 
winger is a force on both ends of the ice, is excellent in transition and can 
beat opponents with his set ups and his shot creation. So far this season, 
the Devils are playing so well on both ends of the ice at five-on-five, and 
Bratt is a key part of it. With him deployed, New Jersey is creating 4.15 
expected goals for per 60 which is 52 percent(!) above league average. 
And they’re allowing very little back in their own zone, especially from the 
quality areas. 

Rounding out the top three is Dahlin. The defender’s game score 
dropped quite a bit after a disappointing game against the Canadiens, 
but his performance otherwise is worthy of praise. High expectations 
come with being the No. 1 pick, and overreactions come with slow 
development. But Dahlin finally is hitting his stride from a scoring and 
play-driving standpoint. Through seven games, he’s earned a 54.2 
percent expected goals rate. His on-ice presence helps boost the 
Buffalo’s expected goal rate 0.42 per 60 relative to his teammates, which 
as Luszczyszyn pointed out in this week’s 16 Stats, rates highly among 
top defenders. 

If Dahlin can keep up his strong start, which includes the hurdle of losing 
his mainstay partner Mattias Samuelsson to injury, it may finally be the 
breakout year the Sabres have been waiting for. 

Data collected prior to Friday night’s matchups, via Evolving-Hockey, 
Prashanth Iyer, HockeyViz, HockeyStatCards, AllThreeZones, and 
NaturalStatTrick. This story relies on shot-based metrics; here is a primer 
on these numbers. 
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Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In the first 60 years of the NHL, not much changed in the design and 
construction of the goal net. Steel poles anchored the posts on either 
side of the goaltender, meaning there was no give if a player happened 
to lose his footing near the crease. It happened to Montreal Canadiens 
defenseman Serge Savard during the 1969-70 NHL season. 

Savard, then the reigning Conn Smythe Trophy winner, lost his footing in 
a puck race with the Rangers’ Vic Hadfield. When Savard crashed into 
the post, the post didn’t give way. Savard’s left leg did, though.  

He was carried off the ice on a stretcher and needed multiple surgeries. 
His leg was in a cast for several months. By the time training camp 
started, Savard was more or less ready to go. But within 10 months, the 
same leg was broken, this time on a low body check from the Maple 
Leafs’ Bob Baun.  

Savard wasn’t ready to play again until past the halfway point of the 
season.  

The two broken legs in a 10-month span eventually changed how Savard 
approached the game.  

Once a good enough skater to be used at center on the penalty-killing 
unit earlier in his career, Savard became the model for the stay-at-home 
defenseman. His job was to defend. His partner — mostly Larry 
Robinson — had the green light to join the rush.  

In his 1988 biography, Robinson called Savard the ultimate defensive 
defenseman. “Serge was a dominating presence on the ice, especially in 
games against the Orrs, Parks, Potvins, Langways and friends. 
Somehow, some way, Serge Savard, Brad Park, Borje Salming and Guy 
Lapointe never won a Norris. And Randy Carlyle did. Go figure. Still, he 
made it to the Hall of Fame.” 

Savard is 84th on The Athletic’s list of the greatest players of the post-
expansion era. In 17 seasons, he played 1,040 NHL games, scored 106 
goals and 439 points and added another 68 points in 130 playoff games. 
He won the Stanley Cup seven times as a player, including four in row 
between 1975-76 and 1978-1979.  

Goaltender Ken Dryden, Savard’s teammate for eight seasons, recalled 
that when he first arrived in Montreal there were organizational concerns 
about Savard because of the severity of his injuries. 

“It was always, ‘Yeah, he’s working out, he’s skating,’” Dryden said. “But 
the date of return would always get pushed back, so much so that the 
team had to start to think of itself without Serge. There was hope but no 
real indication when he would come back to play. 

“And so then, when he does come back, in the first year he was playing 
regularly, a lot of us were holding our breath and wondering and hoping 
he would be OK. And then that time passed and he just became the 
player we remember him as.” 

On the ice, Savard was known for a particular move christened as the 
“Savardian Spin-o-rama” by the legendary Canadiens play-by-play man 
Danny Gallivan.  

With the puck on his stick and confronted by an opposing checker, 
Savard would complete a 360-degree spin, which froze the checker. That 
allowed Robinson or someone else to join the rush with speed and catch 
one or two opponents flatfooted.  

According to Dick Irvin, Gallivan’s longtime broadcast partner, the Spin-o-
rama started as a more generic term to describe any player who pivoted 
on the ice to avoid defensive pressure. 

“Danny claimed he was in Oakland, Calif., one day,” Irvin said. 
“Everything Danny saw was a ‘rama.’ Bowler-rama. Launder-rama. So 

that night, off the top of his head, he coined the term Spin-o-rama after a 
player made that spin move. Then, when Serge started to do it and 
became famous for that little move of his, Danny just added the word 
‘Savardian’ to the Spin-o-rama and the rest is history.” 

Nor did Savard invent the Spin-o-rama on his own. He says he learned it 
from Hall of Fame defenseman Doug Harvey.  

“For me, it became a natural move,” Savard said. “I used to do it a lot. It 
worked all the time.” 

As part of Montreal’s Big Three, Savard was the defensive conscience of 
the group, with Guy Lapointe and Robinson providing the offense. 

“Guy Lapointe was a great, great power-play player, just like Larry, and 
that was a blessing for me because I hated to play the power play,” 
Savard said. “Sometimes, Scotty (Bowman) would put me on the power 
play, but when Larry came, it solved the problem because those two 
were so good and they had great shots.” 

Savard said his approach to winning hockey stemmed from something 
his first NHL coach, Toe Blake, told him soon after he arrived in the NHL. 
Blake said the secret to winning championships started with a team’s 
commitment to defensive play. A goal prevented was as important as a 
goal scored. 

Defensively, Savard said he was most comfortable when he could see 
every opposing skater in front of him.  

“To me, if I was playing against Boston and I could only count four 
instead of five black-and-yellow jerseys in front of me, then I knew I was 
in trouble,” Savard said. “That was the way I saw the game. … If Larry, 
on the left side, was going to take a shot on net, I would back up four or 
five steps.  

“In today’s hockey, they do it the other way around. When the guy on one 
side slaps the puck, the other one moves down. That’s why there are so 
many breakaways. In our time, we weren’t allowed to give up a 
breakaway. Toe Blake would go nuts if you gave up a breakaway.” 

Savard retired in 1981 after 14 seasons with Montreal but had a change 
of heart and decided to go play for the Winnipeg Jets for two additional 
years. It was Savard’s longtime affection — and connection — to John 
Ferguson, the Jets’ manager and Savard’s former Montreal teammate, 
that convinced him to make the move.  

A decade earlier, it was Ferguson who recommended Savard get an 
invite to play for Canada in the 1972 Summit Series. Savard dressed for 
five games in the series and was the only Canadian player never on the 
losing end of a game. Canada won four and tied one with Savard in the 
lineup. 

“I’m pretty proud of that,” said Savard, with a chuckle.  

That series came shortly after he returned from the two broken legs.  

“When I broke my leg the second time, it was not as bad as the first,” he 
said. “It broke right underneath the screw. That’s what the doctor told me. 
He said, ‘Your leg is strong — probably stronger — but you have one 
weakness. It’s where the screws are.’ And it’s exactly where it broke.  

“But in 1972, with Team Canada, I came back after missing a full year 
and a lot of people had forgotten me. And I was not in the plan of Team 
’72. If you read the way Team Canada was formed, when (coach) Harry 
Sinden asked John Ferguson to be his assistant, John told him, ‘I’m 
going to ask one thing: If I join, I get to pick two guys.’ And the two guys 
he picked were me and Pete Mahovlich.” 

So Savard played for Sinden in the Summit Series and then against the 
Bruins during the Orr-Esposito era when Boston and Montreal were 
arguably the NHL’s two most dominant teams.  

“Phil Esposito told me once that Serge Savard was the one defenseman 
in the league that he couldn’t handle,” Sinden said. “Phil had a lot of 
patience around and in front of the net. He’d let the defenseman hang all 
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over him and he’d get a loose puck and he’d score. But he couldn’t do it 
with Serge.” 

At the end of his career, Savard said he considered returning to play for 
Winnipeg for a third season, but ultimately got an offer he couldn’t refuse 
from the Canadiens new president, Ronald Corey, who wanted to bring 
him in as general manager.  

With no previous managerial experience and no real plans to work in an 
NHL front office, Savard nevertheless took the job and kept it from 1983 
to 1995, winning the Cup in 1986 and 1993.   

After hockey, Savard had a successful business career. He had an 
original lottery license in Quebec. He invested in real estate. He briefly 
owned a small, suburban newspaper (and got out before the industry 
self-destructed). He had a chance to run for government during his 
playing career — at a time when a fellow NHLer Red Kelly served in the 
Canadian House of Commons — but passed. 

Irvin, the Canadiens’ broadcaster, described Savard as “the only hockey 
player I ever traveled with who read the Wall Street Journal in the lobby 
of the hotel on the morning of a game.”  

Savard said business came naturally to him.   

“My father was an entrepreneur,” he said. “He was a butter man and he 
owned his own factory. I worked with him a lot. That’s just the way I was. 
I loved horses. I loved horse racing. I’m not a gambler, but that’s why 
Fergie and I, we clicked right away.” 

Savard’s origin story — like a lot of origin stories from his era — had a 
humble beginning.  

“I was 15 years old,” he said. “In those days, the Jr. Canadiens played in 
the OHL and the rest of the junior teams in Quebec were basically a 
lower level. That first year, I went to three or four teams and each time, 
after one practice, they released me. Those junior teams, they all wanted 
older players because they had to win and they weren’t going to win with 
15-year-old players. 

“I understood that. So, I ended up in Jr. B that year and after school 
ended in June, I went back home. The following year, it was the middle of 
September and I hadn’t heard back from the Montreal Canadiens. So I 
went to Montreal in the first week of September to start school and after 
two weeks, I called Cliff (Fletcher, an assistant in the Canadiens’ 
organization at the time) and said, ‘I haven’t heard from you guys.’ Cliff 
said, ‘Well, we were thinking about inviting you.’ And I said ‘Well, I have 
to go to school and I’m here in Montreal.’  

“So finally, I went to the camp and then after that, they sent me to the Jr. 
A team (Notre-Dame-de-Grace). Alfie Harvey (brother of Doug) was my 
coach. I made the All-Star team at Christmas and then I got a call from 
Cliff and they reimbursed me my expenses since September.  

“But you know, in those days, I played Jr. B at 15 and I had a great year 
but nobody saw me. They didn’t come to see me. Cliff and Scotty — 
today, if you ask them, they put the blame on Sam Pollock. I don’t know if 
it’s true, but I don’t think Sam Pollock knew who I was.” 

Savard didn’t take it personally though. “Organized hockey was very 
different back in those days. … We were on the ice 30 hours a week. We 
divided ourselves and would play and play and play. I played all the 
positions. That’s why I was very versatile. I could play any position. 

“When I came to Montreal at 15, I was 6-foot-2 or 6-foot-3. They had me 
fill in a (questionnaire) and they asked me: What’s your position? I wrote 
center and defense, because I was a center at first. And they said, 
‘You’re too big to be a forward.’ So, they put me on defense. You know I 
killed penalties as a forward? I actually scored one goal in the Stanley 
Cup Final in St. Louis playing as a forward and killing a penalty, a game 
we won 1-0.” 

Nowadays when people talk about introducing a defensive defenseman 
award for the NHL, they often say it should be named after Rod 
Langway. The fact is, if you look harder at their respective careers and 

achievements, it could easily be named for Savard, the consummate 
stay-at-home defender.  

Dryden says he doesn’t keep any memorabilia or pictures from his 
professional career in his house, but if he did, he knows which 
photograph he’d select — because it illustrates the confidence he had in 
Savard’s ability to play defense in front of him. 

Three damn good hockey players. Ken Dryden, Serge Savard and Rick 
Martin. #Habs #Sabres #GoHabsGo #LetsGoBuffalo 
pic.twitter.com/wsY5t9t0KD 

— The Hockey Samurai 侍 (@hockey_samurai) March 12, 2022 

“The significance of the picture didn’t dawn on me until 2005 or so when 
the Canadiens were going to retire a few of our jerseys and we were all 
together in Montreal for the announcement,” Dryden said. “For the press 
conference, they had photos done up, with each of us highlighted in one.  

“The one of Serge is from a game against Buffalo. He has the puck and 
he’s just coming out from behind our net and starting to go up ice. But 
he’s just crossing the goal line and the guy who’s chasing him is Rick 
Martin. And Rick Martin is maybe only half a stride behind and he’s 
reaching toward Serge and I’m there, in the crease, and I’m standing 
straight up and down. I have my glove arm and hand resting on the 
crossbar, very casually.  

“When it was my turn to speak, I said, ‘Look at that picture. Serge is right 
beside the net. Rick Martin is right behind him. This is not a moment 
where he’s midway up the ice and nobody’s around. Things could wrong. 
He may have the puck on his stick now, but in a split second it could be 
off his stick. And look at me. I’m standing there as if the puck is at the 
other end.’ 

“That’s what it was like to play with Serge. Why am I standing there, so 
casually? Because Serge had the puck.” 
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Hockey Horoscopes: Which Zodiac sign would create the best hockey 
team? 
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Every time a story is posted at The Athletic NHL that uses The Model or 
even references it in passing, the comment section is as predictable as 
Connor McDavid scoring a lot of points. The posts are red, the blue line 
is blue and The Cult of Dom’s Model must be stopped. 

We take those critiques very seriously around here. We hear you, we see 
you, and we’re here to make a change. 

“Can you analyze hockey without using your precious model?” We can 
and we will. 

The thing that often gets in the way of The Model being perfectly 
accurate as many seem to expect is simply the whims of The Hockey 
Gods. They decide which way the puck bounces on a given night and in 
whose favor those bounces err toward. 

To solve the mysteries of The Hockey Gods, we must search within 
ourselves and look outwards toward the cosmos to find answers. Our 
tool? The sacred art of… astrology. That’s right, we’re finally analyzing 
hockey the right way: by turning toward the zodiac. Don’t believe in 
astrology? Go do something “real” instead, like manage your fantasy 
hockey lineup. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • October 30, 2022 

 

For the believers (or the ones who don’t take it seriously, but like to look 
because it’s a silly fun thing to do to pass the time), our first step in this 
quest is determining which astrological sign dominates the league. That 
means making a team for each zodiac sign – so Team Scorpio uses only 
players born between October 23 and November 21, Team Leo uses 
only players from July 23 to August 22, etc. 

Unfortunately, we will be starting with the dastardly model to figure out 
each team’s depth chart, “statistical” strengths and weaknesses, and 
then rank each team accordingly. But we’ll also be going beyond that to 
see what makes each team tick, what their astrological vibes are, and 
whether their zodiac traits make them a scarier foe than the numbers 
suggest. And what might lead to their demise. 

Starting from the worst team and working our way up, here’s how good 
each zodiac sign would be if they each had their own hockey team. 

12. Libra 

The Numbers 

Strengths: They have a solid top four and starting goalie. 

Weaknesses: There’s no real forward depth and the star power is clearly 
lacking throughout the lineup. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Friendly, balanced, peaceful 

Archetype: The Diplomat 

Prototypical Player: Mark Giordano, who has struck the perfect balance 
between offense and defense throughout his career and has found peace 
with never winning the Stanley Cup by joining the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Libra might not have the best individual players in the Zodiac, but that 
doesn’t matter because this team cares more about each other than 
individual accomplishments. Libra players see themselves as part of the 
whole, giving them great chemistry and harmony within the locker room. 

So what if one player can’t take over the game? They have seamless 
connectivity with their linemates and enough skill up and down the lineup 
to make effective and clever passing plays to get up ice. This is a team 
that can be much better than the sum of its parts thanks to its aura within 
the stars. 

Fatal Flaw: The friendly nature of the team’s core can be too much, 
leading to far too much deference in the offensive zone. What some may 
take as Libra’s friendliness, others may see as indecisive, people-
pleasing perfectionism. Libra needs to remember you can’t always 
please everyone — and can’t always pass the puck. Someone needs to 
actually put the puck in the net! 

11. Cancer 

The Numbers 

Strengths: Dallas’s three best players and some decent center depth are 
the highlights here. 

Weaknesses: There’s a lack of high-end talent relative to the Zodiac and 
the overall depth is only average. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Protective, emotional, faithful 

Archetype: The Nurturer 

Prototypical Player: Joe Pavelski. Maybe it’s because he’s 38 years old 
and plays well with a 23-year-old, but there’s something very nurturing 
about Pavelski. He’s got dad vibes. At the very least he’s been loyal to 
San Jose and now Dallas. 

Cancer is a group of go-getters who wear their hearts on their sleeves. 
They are passionate and care deeply about the people in their lives. In 
this case, we’re talking about their teammates. 

Cancer might not have a franchise player, but this is a team with several 
players who have a track record of doing what they can to help their team 
win. Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski score big goals. They’re the 
obvious ones. Andrew Copp is a versatile play driver who will slot in on 
the wing or center — whatever his team needs. Anthony Cirelli is a 
Selke-caliber center, taking on tough minutes and matchups, who can 
provide consistent secondary scoring. And of course, Miro Heiskanen is 
the highlight — a defender who literally does it all. 

Cancers, in general, have an attachment to their home, so expect this 
team to stick together for the long run — and have an excellent home 
record. While they’re flawed, Cancer won’t be an easy two points due to 
the tight-knit bond throughout the roster. They play inspired hockey. 

Fatal Flaw: Emotional Cancer players can be prone to moodiness and 
acting out, which gets the team off its game. For example: An angry 
Jordan Binnington throws a water bottle at Nazem Kadri after the 
supposedly “peaceful” Libra collides with him in the crease in the Zodiac 
Cup playoffs. 

10. Pisces 

The Numbers 

Strengths: There aren’t many holes here as Pisces is one of the deepest 
teams in the Zodiac. 

Weaknesses: Star power wins hockey games and Pisces is lacking 
relative to their peers. Goaltending isn’t exactly the most trustworthy 
either. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Creative, imaginative, generous  

Archetype: The Dreamer 

Prototypical Player: Trevor Zegras is one of the most imaginative young 
players in the league perfecting lacrosse goals, and creating new ways to 
pass from behind the net.  

Despite being low on the rankings, Pisces is a must-watch team with 
some of the most creative minds in the Zodiac. This is a team that likes 
to put on a show on offense with dynamic stars throughout the lineup. 
Zegras leads the way creatively with his trick shots, goal scoring ability, 
and vision. Brent Burns, Valeri Nichushkin and Brayden Point — among 
others — are no strangers to highlight reels, either. 

Though the team has some strong defensive players like Nichushkin and 
Phillip Danault, Pisces thrive with the puck on their stick and are always 
thinking offense for that reason. J.T. Miller, Mark Scheifele and Morgan 
Rielly exude that essence perfectly. Pisces love adventure, and Rielly 
and Burns can be particularly adventurous from the back end. 

They’re a very generous group, which means there’s always a ton of 
puck movement versus one-on-one efforts; A stylistic match for their lack 
of a franchise player. Pisces are among the most sympathetic of the 
signs, and will go to great lengths to ensure the happiness of those 
around them, giving this group a great team-first mentality and locker 
room culture. 

Fatal Flaw: Zegras’s constant showmanship with increasingly daring 
tricks leads to consistent physical targeting from other astrological signs. 
He’s accused of being bad for the Zodiac league and eventually sees 
one of his patented moves banned. 

9. Aries 

The Numbers 

Strengths: There’s lots of up-and-coming talent and the team’s defensive 
depth is strong. Juuse Saros is a rock in between the pipes. 

Weaknesses: Not enough high-end talent compared to other Zodiac 
teams at forward and defense. 

The Vibes 
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Key Traits: Tenacious, passionate, competitive  

Archetype: The Warrior 

Prototypical Player: Tom Wilson, I mean … come on. There’s no more 
perfect archetype-player marriage on this list than Tom Wilson, The 
Warrior. 

So what if this team isn’t as talented as the eight teams ahead? This 
team plays big boy hockey, they’re aggressive warriors through and 
through and they demand excellence. Aries has a fierce competitive drive 
that should help alleviate any issues regarding a lack of skill. This is a 
group of players with drive and determination that doesn’t wilt away from 
a challenge. Players like Andrei Svechnikov, Bo Horvat, Logan Couture, 
and Ondrej Palat exemplify that well with Wilson of course being the 
ringleader. 

Aries is direct, headstrong and has the passion to go above and beyond 
its paltry numbers. They know what they need to do, when they do need 
to do it, and they aren’t afraid of doing whatever it takes to get it done. 
This group is one that knows how to win, even if on the surface it doesn’t 
look like they can against other astrological heavyweights. 

Fatal Flaw: The ardent “win at all costs” mentality from the team of Aries 
leads to a penalty box parade on a nightly basis, led by who else but 
Tom Wilson. 

8. Virgo 

The Numbers 

Strengths: An exceptional top six with loads of scoring talent with strong 
forward depth. 

Weaknesses: The entire defense corps is a problem. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Pragmatic, detail-oriented, analytical 

Archetype: The Healer 

Prototypical Player: Nathan MacKinnon is incredibly detail-oriented from 
his play on the ice to his off-ice preparations, training and meal prep.  

Take the meticulous nature of a Gemini, plus that up and you have a 
Virgo. There’s a reason Virgo has the edge in these projections. Virgos 
are perfectionists who will do everything they can to hone their skills. 

Just look at the forward group: Alex Ovechkin, Auston Matthews, Nathan 
MacKinnon, and Aleksander Barkov, to just name a few. These are 
players with established skill sets and are among the best in the game. 
That’s for a reason. They put in the work, down the smallest details. 

Virgos are always in a quest to help others or improve a situation, which 
leads you to believe that the forwards will do their best to keep the puck 
in the offensive zone to help their weak defense corps. Or, in the case of 
Anze Kopitar, get back into the defensive zone and do what they can to 
get the puck out. 

The analytical Virgos likely have some of the best expected goals 
numbers in the league, led by analytical darlings like Nino Niederreiter, 
Michael Bunting, and Nick Jensen. 

Fatal Flaw: Virgos can be judgemental in their pursuit of perfection, which 
can cause issues if an alpha player doesn’t agree with the methods of 
others — and is overly critical about it. Between Ovechkin, Matthews, 
MacKinnon, Barkov, Tavares and Tkachuk — there might be a lot of 
butting heads leading to a divided and cliquey locker room. 

7. Gemini 

The Numbers 

Strengths: Elite wingers in the top six with three superstar talents, plus an 
elite top pair. 

Weaknesses: Goaltending is among the weakest in the Zodiac and the 
center depth doesn’t stand out. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Meticulous, adaptable, curious 

Archetype: The Communicator 

Prototypical Player: Nikita Kucherov, he is meticulous about his craft and 
uses his elite skill set to adapt to any situation. As for his communication 
ability … also elite. 

The naturally flighty Gemini is well spoken for throughout the lineup with 
a treasure trove of offensively-minded superstars who may just fly the 
defensive zone often. Pastrnak, Kucherov and Huberdeau are amazing 
forwards thanks to their elite offense — but defense is another story. On 
defense, Dougie Hamilton and Erik Karlsson have been the poster-childs 
for that phenomenon as well. Geminis are natural entertainers and 
offense sells. This team delivers on that promise with an all-out attack. 
It’s a surface-level team — you get what you pay for, but it’s not typically 
a team that can win the big game. 

It would all be easier to sell with a better goaltending duo, though 
Geminis have the smarts and flexibility to adapt. They’re meticulous 
analyzers who have the ability to overcome shaky goaltending with 
strategies that can shield them from goals against. Strong 
communication helps too. More likely though with this roster, it’ll just 
mean an even larger focus on scoring. That’s more fun anyways. 

Fatal Flaw: Gemini’s capricious attitude combined with an emotional 
deficiency leads to a team that can sleepwalk through the easy games, 
but lacks the fortitude to rise to the occasion when the going gets tough. 

6. Aquarius 

The Numbers 

Strengths: A great blue line with two bonafide stars in Adam Fox and 
Aaron Ekblad. 

Weaknesses: A weak forward group that’s lacking in star-power. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Cerebral, independent, unique 

Archetype: The Humanitarian 

Prototypical Player: Adam Fox has earned rave reviews for his defensive 
intelligence and has been described as a “real student of the game.”  

Aquarians are innovative thinkers and always looking for new ways to 
improve or remain among the game’s elite. Think Ryan O’Reilly’s unique 
training style, Steven Stamkos’ resurgence last year after struggling with 
injuries, or Fox being one of the smartest defenders in the game, despite 
his age (24). 

This is a clever group of individuals who are typically big hockey nerds, 
not unlike the intelligent Sagitarius. However, Aquarius would prefer to 
find a new way to do things, choosing to beat to the rhythm of their own 
drum, than to do things the way they’ve always been done. Whether 
that’s new power-play systems, breakout schemes or other systems 
basics. That makes this a fun team to keep an eye on. Everybody loves 
to see something new, especially if it means abolishing the drop pass on 
the power play, or playing Fox as a forward just to see how it turns out. 

Those unique views can be simple, too. Like Ekblad finding a cross-ice 
pass others wouldn’t see, or Fox finding a lane to enter the zone where 
others would simply dump the puck in. Aquarians are unpredictable in the 
way they play, making them a tough team to match up against — and 
predict. They find ways to win that the nerds can’t figure out. 

Fatal Flaw: Aquarians can typically find themselves on the outside 
looking in due to their unique ways, which is where this team finds 
themselves after toying around too much with what is proven to work.  
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5. Capricorn 

The Numbers 

Strengths: They have the best player in the world, the best goalie in the 
world, and strong defensive depth. 

Weaknesses: Not many high-end wingers or much forward depth to help 
Connor McDavid. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Motivated, reliable, resilient  

Archetype: The Leader 

Prototypical Player: McDavid, he leads by example as one of the game’s 
most motivated players and reliable scorers, showing impressive 
resiliency with Edmonton’s slow climb towards being a contender.  

It’s extremely fitting that there’s one big thing missing from Team 
Capricorn: Cup rings. T.J. Oshie, John Carlson and Alex Pierangelo have 
one apiece — but the rest of the group is lacking in that department, still 
hungry for their first. For Capricorns, the journey to the top of the 
mountain is not a matter of if, but when. And they don’t care how long it 
takes — with McDavid being the best current example. This team loves 
to put in the extra work to be the best it can be. 

Capricorns look towards the future and don’t care how long it takes, they 
have patience and resilience. That bodes well for this team’s long-term 
outlook and having young up-and-comers like Tim Stützle, Nico Hischier, 
Cole Caufield, Martin Necas and Noah Dobson speaks to that. 

In the short term there may be warts, but this is a persistent group that is 
loyal and sees things through to the end. This is a potential future power 
in the Zodiac Hockey League, led by two of the absolute best players in 
the world. 

Fatal Flaw: Capricorn’s inability to adapt leads to lengthy losing streaks 
as their stubbornness means pushing through the rut with a business-as-
usual approach, even if it clearly hasn’t been working for them lately. 

4. Sagittarius 

The Numbers 

Strengths: The top line and top pair are a coach’s dream, plus there’s 
strong defensive depth. 

Weaknesses: Overall forward depth is weak relative to other signs. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Optimistic, enthusiastic, intellectual  

Archetype: The Philosopher 

Prototypical Player: Matthew Tkachuk and Drew Doughty, two smart 
players whose collective on-ice enthusiasm has led to some heated, err, 
discussions in the past. Inter-Sagittarius compatibility is usually excellent, 
but interactions can be a problem as we’ve seen countless times. It’s 
time for these two to put aside their differences and connect — they’re 
more similar than they both think. 

This is an incredibly smart hockey club from top to bottom, so much so 
that some players have even started bringing their favorite reads to the 
rink. 

Yanni Gourde, avid member of the #SeaKraken book club   
pic.twitter.com/n6tX0o83bt 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) October 20, 2022 

Sagittarians love to learn and explore which makes for many students of 
the game throughout the roster. This is an intelligent bunch that wants to 
figure out exactly how the game works and learn the best possible 
strategies towards victory. And they do that honestly. Again, this is a 
coach’s dream not just by the boring numbers, but by the vibes as well. 

In general, a Sagittarius has an infectiously positive outlook on life and 
combined with their smarts makes this a group that would likely be even 
better than the already vast sum of their parts. Together, they can 
exceed what the numbers say thanks to their generally good vibes — as 
long as they don’t get too ahead of themselves. Their excitability could 
mean that this is a team that screams contender, but gets upset early by 
a lesser foe. 

Fatal Flaw: Despite plenty of sound defensive players, the collective 
Sagittarius aura leads to an excessive amount of blown leads as the 
team rests on its laurels, already enthusiastically rejoicing in victory 
before the game is even over. Tkachuk and Doughty refuse to talk about 
their feelings leading to plenty of locker room drama. 

3. Scorpio  

The Numbers 

Strengths: A fantastic top line with plenty of forward depth and star power 
throughout. Plus, Cale Makar. 

Weaknesses: The goaltending is the weakest in the Zodiac and overall 
defensive depth isn’t great. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Intense, perceptive, intuitive  

Archetype: The Alchemist 

Prototypical Player: Leon Draisaitl, an intense force come playoff time, 
whose on-ice perception and intuition makes him one of the game’s best 
passers. 

It’s no surprise that Team Scorpio is littered with offensive stars — 
they’re always on the offensive. For those players, elite vision is the 
name of the game as the squad is littered with players who perceive the 
ice extremely well. Leon Draisaitl, Artemi Panarin, Patrick Kane and Cale 
Makar are some of the absolute best passers in the game, but they can 
score when needed, which makes them extra dangerous. Their on-ice 
intuition is through the roof and they’re magicians with the puck. Their 
next move is always a mystery, which lines up perfectly with the Zodiac’s 
most enigmatic sign. 

Scorpios can be stubborn, obsessive and possessive which in hockey 
terms can mean a dogged team that’s relentless on the puck and keeps 
possession of it at all costs. There are a lot of players here who fit that 
mold. This won’t be a dump-and-chase team. 

The goaltending situation makes things tough though, and as ambitious 
as Scorpios can be — that duo is tough to overcome. Scorpios have a 
dark side and a full-blown goaltending meltdown is a nice allegory for 
how that may come to be. 

Scorpios are experts in transformation though and with the current team 
makeup, they might be the right Zodiac to change the way the game is 
played entirely. All-out offense with a 4F-1D setup? With this collection of 
talent it may be the way to go. 

Fatal Flaw: Bad turns to catastrophic anytime anything goes wrong for 
the emotional and broody group of Scorpios, who are too stubborn to fix 
what isn’t working. It leads to a decline in team chemistry and plenty of 
terse players-only meetings that solve nothing with no one willing to say 
“it’s me, hi, I’m the problem, it’s me.” 

2. Leo  

The Numbers 

Strengths: Excellent goaltending, center depth and an incredible top line. 

Weaknesses: Defensive depth is a bit iffy relative to the Zodiac. 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Confident, ambitious, loyal 
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Archetype: The Creative 

Prototypical Player: Sidney Crosby, the longest-tenured member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins whose ambition keeps him (and his team) among 
the league’s elite. He’s also known for scoring some incredibly creative 
goals throughout his career. 

Leos are the star of the show. They are confident, great performers and 
very driven to win. Leos are known for their fiery personalities and ability 
to entertain others — this team should have no problem with the latter 
with plenty of skill and a well-built roster. 

This team has dependable players up and down the lineup with 
exceptional center depth and dynamic skill on the wings, led by Johnny 
Gaudreau. They have a superstar in Vasilevsky in the crease and a great 
backup in Ilya Sorokin (imagine him playing behind his team!). All that 
lends well to performing at an elite level night in and night out. This is a 
team that you can feel confident in and it’s because of the confidence 
they exude on the ice. 

This is a veteran group of proven winners and leaders coming together to 
form one of the best teams in the Zodiac. Leo has three captains on its 
roster and five players who wear an ‘A.’ There’s also six Stanley Cup 
winners — Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Alec Martinez, Patrice Bergeron, 
Vasilevsky and Dmitry Orlov — who are still working toward winning that 
ultimate prize again. Ambition never stops for Leo. 

Fatal Flaw: Leos can be so focused on their goal that they can be self-
centered at times. Some players might struggle not being in the limelight 
on such a stacked team and try to do too much on their own at times, 
versus passing to their skilled linemates. “Hero-puck” leads to some soul-
crushing losses. 

1. Taurus  

The Numbers 

Strengths: The team’s depth is spectacular, they have an elite 
goaltending duo, and they have the best wingers in the Zodiac, with a top 
six featuring four of the league’s best playmakers. 

Weaknesses: Are Jack Hughes and Jaccob Slavin high-end enough at 
the two most important positions? 

The Vibes 

Key Traits: Determined, practical, dependable 

Archetype: The Sensualist 

Prototypical Player: Jaccob Slavin, he’s as dependable as it gets on the 
back end. 

Tauruses are known for their work ethic and reliability and that manifests 
throughout the lineup. It’s no wonder this is the sign to beat with guys like 
Marchand, Stone, Kreider and Bryan Rust up front — players who give it 
their all every shift. Add the puck-carrying reliability of Marner, Kaprizov, 
Kyrou, Jack Hughes, William Nylander and Evgeny Kuznetsov and this is 
a team that is well-balanced on and off the puck. You can depend on 
each and every one of those guys to deliver, and many of them have that 
determination to win that teams need. They’re a devoted and tenacious 
group. 

That carries over to the blue line where the team’s top pair is very 
dependable and in net where few goalies have been as consistently 
excellent as Connor Hellebuyck. A Taurus is someone you can count on, 
and having a team full of them means a team that’s ready to put in the 
work to win every night. 

That determination to win also works well with the sign’s thirst for “the 
finer things in life.” If there were a Zodiac Hockey League equivalent to 
the Stanley Cup, there would be nothing finer. These guys would be 
hellbent on winning it. 

Fatal Flaw: Typically slow starters and sometimes a little too laid back 
means Team Taurus is often down early and chasing the game rather 
than dictating the pace of it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' McDavid already setting new bar for himself one 
month into season 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

October 30, 2022, 2:40 AM 

 

CALGARY — Connor McDavid had been relatively quiet, which never 
happens here in Calgary. While down at the other end the pucks were 
going post-and-out for goalie Jacob Markstrom — not post-and-in, as is 
usually the case against his personal kryptonite, the Edmonton Oilers. 

Alas, a game lasts 60 minutes, we are told, and before Markstrom and 
the Flames could get to the finish line, the puck found the wrong guy at 
the wrong moment. 

Markstrom got caught behind his net chasing a shoot-in. The rest, as 
they say, is history in a 3-2 win for the Oilers over Calgary. 

“I saw him chase the rim, and I think he maybe even took the long way 
around (the goal),” said McDavid, who retrieved the biscuit and quickly 
rifled it at — and past — the flustered Flames ‘tender. “I don't think I even 
had a shot on net yet. So it was good chance to get one on net, and you 
know…” 

You know… 

That goal — McDavid’s league-leading ninth in nine games — tied the 
game at 2-2. A couple of shifts later McDavid brilliantly directed a pass to 
Zach Hyman, who banked home the winner off his skate, his second of 
the game. 

For McDavid, it was a three-point night — to go with the four-point night 
he had in Chicago on Thursday. “It’s just normal,” Hyman shrugged. 

We are nine games into the 2022-23 season and the Oilers captain 
already has three four-point games and a three-point night. He has nine 
goals and 18 points, leading the NHL in both categories, and McDavid is 
well on his way to decimating his career-high of 44 goals, set last 
season. 

“He’s the best hockey player in the world,” said head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “It’s a privilege for me to stand behind the bench every game 
that he gets to play in. 

“He's a true competitor. He rises to the occasion in big moments. And 
today was a big moment.” 

Full disclosure: For years we’ve propped up a Battle of Alberta that 
featured a pair of also-rans who, when the chips were down in May and 
June, were populating the fairways and greens of their summer locales. 

Today, The Battle features a pair of Stanley Cup contenders and a 
passel of players who are worth the price of admission. 

One of those players may have arrived on Saturday, in the form of young 
Oilers goalie Stuart Skinner. The Edmonton native was raised on crucial 
games against the Flames on Hockey Night in Canada, and on Saturday 
found himself front and centre, making 40 saves for his first career victory 
over the hated Flames. 

“Growing up you know, you lived for these moments,” Skinner said. 
“There was a moment during the third where I kind of snapped my fingers 
a bit, pinched myself and then got back to work.” 
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The fact that Skinner got the start for the second time on a three-game 
road trip — on one of those classic Saturday nights in Calgary — is a 
sign that he is more than just challenging Jack Campbell for the net in 
Edmonton. 

Skinner is a rookie backup, while Campbell just signed a five-year, $25 
million deal as the supposed starter. But that’s the GM’s problem. 

The head coach made the right choice Saturday, and now it’s up to 
Campbell to change Woodcroft’s mind — exactly what every team wants 
with its goaltending tandem. 

“He's given us a sense of calm,” McDavid said of Skinner. “He's just 
stable and solid, making the saves that he should and hanging on to 
pucks as well. It's big, giving us a chance to get on and off the ice. Maybe 
kill a little momentum.” 

Speaking of momentum, knocking off the 5-2-0 Flames marks 
Edmonton’s fourth straight win, while completing a perfect three-game 
roadie. 

The slow-starting Oilers close out October with a 6-3-0 mark, and have 
beaten Calgary, St. Louis, Carolina and Pittsburgh along the way. They 
have trailed in four of their six wins, which is both the good and the bad 
news for McDavid. 

“It would be nice to play with the lead,” he said, only half-joking. “But I like 
the resiliency, the stick-with-it kind of mindset that we've had. We could 
have folded our hand a few nights here on this road trip, but we stuck 
with it and found a way to get three big wins on the road.” 

A team that struggled out of the gate has found itself, and looks ready 
now to challenge for the Pacific Division lead the rest of the way. 

“One of the things that I really liked was the quality of opponents that 
we've played in this month, and the types of games we're being forced to 
play,” Woodcroft said. “I'm super proud of our players for grinding it out in 
these types of games. Every single game except one has been a one-
goal hockey game (give or take a few empty net goals). 

“At the end of the month… you see the quality of opponents we've 
played, and then you put it together with the types of games we've been 
asked to play? We're not perfect, but we're a work in progress, that's for 
sure.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs’ character under microscope in California: 
‘We lost confidence a little bit' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 29, 2022, 11:57 PM 

 

LOS ANGELES – An October meeting with the dead-last Anaheim Ducks 
has no business feeling so important, so desperate. 

Yet here are the Toronto Maple Leafs (4-4-1), left scrounging Sunday for 
a few scraps in the standings and a morsel of momentum against a 1-6-1 
franchise fantasizing about Connor Bedard. 

“We lost confidence a little bit last three games,” said goalie Ilya 
Samsonov, after giving up his most goals as a Leaf in Saturday’s 4-2 loss 
to the L.A. Kings in prime time. 

“We don’t have more smile in the locker room.” 

No, they do not. 

There were some averted eyes and lowered heads postgame in 
Crypto.com Arena’s visitors’ quarters. 

Following last weekend’s emotional win in Winnipeg, the Leafs are at risk 
of spending four nights in Las Vegas plus four more in California with 
nothing more than an OT point and a tan to show for it. 

“This is a great opportunity for our team to prove our character, to 
compete, and to respond tomorrow night,” stated Morgan Rielly. 

Strong words from the longest-serving member of a core whose lulls are 
taking a toll on loyalty. 

How does Rielly figure these disconnected Maple Leafs dig their way out 
of a stretch in which their special teams, defensive efficiency, 5-on-5 
scoring and goaltending depth has all come under scrutiny? 

“You keep confident. You keep working. You believe in your structure. 
You believe in your system. You believe in your teammates and the 
group that we have here,” Rielly said. And that's what we're gonna do.” 

Withstanding an aggressive opening flourish from the home side, which 
came out blinding the visitors with its speed if not its metallic-silver 
headgear, Toronto scored first — for the first time in seven outings. 

Yet playing with a lead doesn’t always mean building it. 

The Kings pounced back during a lopsided second period with three 
unanswered goals, two with a beleaguered Justin Holl serving time in the 
box. 

Pierre Engvall scored his first of the season, but he also had a brutal 
neutral-zone giveaway during a penalty kill shift that could’ve been 
solved with safe dump-in. 

On the Day of the Dead, young Rasmus Sandin got eaten alive by a 
goal-hungry Kevin Fiala. 

The Kings, like so many of the Maple Leafs’ opponents this season, 
appeared like the club that wanted it more. 

“The game is filled with all sorts of plays, and all sorts of things that are 
happening all the time. And you never know when your moment is the 
moment that makes a difference — either way, positively or negatively. 
So, you just try to encourage and push your team to be really good in 
each moment,” said Keefe. The coach was striking a softer tone with a 
fragile group. 

And then: “While you're trying to find yourself as a team, you can't shoot 
yourself in the foot. I thought we did that here today in at least two of the 
goals.” 

Forget the mistake-free game. 

Toronto simply needs to show some semblance to the bunch that tore 
out with a franchise-best 115 points last season. That group could rally 
when down. It would punish you on special teams. And, above all, it 
could score at 5-on-5. 

“Have we played to our capabilities yet? I don't believe so,” John Tavares 
said. 

Saturday was another night where Toronto’s vaunted offence mustered 
just one goal at even strength. They now rank a shocking — 
embarrassing? — 29th in goals per game. 

Through nine games, the Leafs have been full value for their five losses, 
most of which have arrived at the hands of supposedly weaker rosters. 

When things went sideways in the regular season, this core could snipe 
its way out of a jam. So, where did all the firepower go? 

“It's a good question. I'm not too sure,” Rielly considered. “I do know 
whenever a team has a strength like that for multiple seasons in a row, 
your opponent will start to key on things [and] it becomes more difficult. 
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“For us, it's just a matter of keeping the confidence, keeping the positivity, 
and just continuing to work. I don't think anybody's getting discouraged. I 
don't think anybody expected to go 82-0.” 

Granted. But on Sunday, everyone will certainly be expecting these 
Maple Leafs to go 1-0 in Anaheim. To show some character. 

“We have to find a way to get a result here and get things feeling better,” 
Tavares said. “It’s good we get to go back at it tomorrow.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Tavares leads the Maple Leafs in goals (four), points (10) and face-off 
percentage (57.7%). 

• Fashion show! 

Toronto trotted out its Justin Bieber–designed alternate black-and-blue 
uniforms. When in L.A. 

“They’re great. I think everybody really loves wearing them. It’s always 
nice to try something different,” said Auston Matthews, Bieber’s buddy. 

“I’m sure he’ll be in the building tonight. So, looking forward to that. 
Always good to see him and get his support for the team.” 

The Kings countered with their stunning Gretzky-era home whites and 
those hilariously shiny chrome domes for the game, and these purple 
beauties for warm-ups on Dia de los Muertos: 

• In addition to a Dion Phaneuf cameo, it was good to see Jake Muzzin 
(and former King) join up with the Leafs in Los Angeles. First sight of one 
the injured players on this five-game road trip. 

Muzzin is seeing a specialist in L.A. 

• Bummed not to get a peek at young Kings Quinton Byfield (illness) and 
Brandt Clarke (scratch). 

The next game Clarke — the eighth-overall draft choice of 2021 — plays 
will be his ninth. L.A. must then decide whether to burn a season of his 
entry-level deal or return him to the OHL Barrie Colts. 

• Elliotte Friedman reports the Maple Leafs didn’t want to include a pick 
for right-shot defenceman Ethan Bear, who was traded from Carolina to 
Vancouver Friday for a fifth-rounder. 

Remember: With Kyle Dubas maxed out at 50 NHL contracts, the GM 
must move a body out if he wishes to acquire a new one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Markstrom's performance not to blame in Flames' Battle of 
Alberta loss to Oilers 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

October 30, 2022, 2:42 AM 

 

CALGARY – The easy narrative would be to pin this one on Jacob 
Markstrom. 

However, it’s the wrong one. 

“Connor McDavid was the difference in the game,” said Darryl Sutter, as 
so many NHL coaches have been quoted as saying before. 

“Goaltending was fine. It wasn’t an issue.   

“It was close, right? The difference is the big boys, for sure.”  

Given his well-documented struggles against the Oilers, all eyes were on 
Markstrom as the second instalment of Alberta’s big battle faced off 
Saturday. 

It ended much the same way the previous four playoff games between 
the two did, with McDavid pulling a few rabbits out of his hat as part of a 
3-2 win in which he picked up another three points. 

The unfortunate part for Markstrom is that McDavid’s league-leading 
ninth goal (in just nine games) turned the game on a dime as the 
netminder scrambled to get back into his net. 

With the Flames up 2-1 with 11 minutes left, Markstrom raced behind his 
net to unsuccessfully corral a Cody Ceci dump-in, rimming along the 
glass. 

As it passed, you can imagine the horror when he realized the lad waiting 
at the hash marks along the boards for it was the world’s best player, 
who snapped it through the Flames goalie as he tried in vain to reposition 
himself. 

“It came around the glass, right?” shrugged Sutter. 

“It’s just one that, one way or another, you try to make. It’s not a mistake 
or anything. We want our goalies to try to play that.”  

Three minutes later, Zach Hyman’s second of the game stood as the 
game-winner – a lucky bounce off his skate, courtesy of a no-luck 
backhand pass by, you guessed it, McDavid. 

Sutter took no issue with Hyman’s first period goal, as it too came from a 
fortuitous bounce off the stick of a diving MacKenzie Weegar. 

He did have a problem with the sloppy play between Weegar and Chris 
Tanev behind the net that led to a game-costing turnover. 

“When it’s 2-2, you have to make a better play in your own zone, 
especially when you know McDavid is on the ice,” said Sutter.  

“Just gotta handle the puck properly, I mean, it was a faceoff, they knew 
who was on the ice. 

“So, defencemen have to make firmer plays with the puck. It wasn’t a 
confrontation or anything. We passed the puck twice below our goal-line. 
Soft plays.” 

Tanev admitted as much.  

“It was just D to D to Weegs, he tried to make a play to the middle, it 
deflected right back into the slot,” explained Tanev, who took no solace in 
limiting the Oilers to three goals. 

“Not good enough. (McDavid) scored and then got an assist on the game 
winning goal. 

“Winning with ten minutes left and lose in regulation. So, take 
responsibility with that with the leadership. I’ve got to be better, we’ve got 
to be better as a team.” 

Well aware of the scrutiny their starting netminder has been under 
throughout his well-documented struggles against Edmonton, the Flames 
certainly wanted to put an end to the narrative that will continue to dog 
Markstrom, who has now lost five in a row to Edmonton. 

Playing a tight, playoff-style game that limited the Oilers to 25 shots, the 
Flames still needed Markstrom to come up big on a handful of occasions. 

He did, using the help of his crossbar (twice) to set the stage for what 
looked like it might be a monumental reversal of fortune for him.   

Enter McDavid. 

“I thought both goalies probably made the saves they had to,” said Sutter 
when asked if rookie Stuart Skinner outplayed Markstrom. 

“We had trouble scoring on Skinner, if you remember in Edmonton. I 
think we had 31 shots, didn’t score a goal against him. We got two 
against him tonight and at the end of the day, you have to score three 
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goals. You’re not going to hold Edmonton to two with the ammo they 
have.” 

Skinner’s 40 saves gave him his first win against a Calgary club that is 
still struggling five on five. 

The only Flames to solve him were Brett Ritchie and Mikael Backlund, 
who scored shorthanded. 

Despite combining for 12 shots on net, the Flames’ top line of Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Tyler Toffoli and Elias Lindholm couldn’t solve the youngster. 

“A couple of bad bounces, I feel at the end, and the best player took 
advantage, that’s what happened,” said Huberdeau, who had a golden 
chance in the slot bounce over his stick late. 

“Obviously I would like to have that one back but I feel right now that’s 
kind of how it’s going. I’ve got to be better and bury that puck.” 

The loss was Markstrom’s first of the year, dropping his record to 4-1. 

Yet, because of his history against the Oilers, the narrative will continue.  

“He made some big saves for us all night and kept us in the game,” said 
Tanev. 

“It wasn’t Marky’s fault.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Power play comes to life in feel-good win for Canadiens 
over Blues 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

October 30, 2022, 12:23 AM 

 

ST. LOUIS — Martin St. Louis wasn’t feeling overly selective after his 
Montreal Canadiens earned a 7-4 win over the St. Louis Blues on 
Saturday night. 

When asked after the game to point to what he liked most about his 
team’s performance, the coach of the Canadiens rattled off a laundry list 
of items — Christian Dvorak’s strong early-season play finally resulting in 
goals (three of them, to be exact, for his first of the season and the first 
hat trick of his career); Juraj Slafkovsky returning from a two-game 
absence with an upper-body injury and playing the best of his six NHL 
games to date; the Canadiens turning a 3-1 deficit into a 6-3 lead and 
closing out the game strong against a Blues team hoping to avoid its first 
four-game losing streak since Craig Berube took over from Mike Yeo as 
coach in November of 2018 — and said he was happy about all of it. 

But St. Louis also mentioned the Canadiens’ power play connecting for 
two goals, and we’d suggest that was the biggest positive for his team to 
take out of this game. 

They were the Canadiens’ first 5-on-4 goals of the season. They came in 
succession in the second period after a failed opportunity that bled from 
late in the first period to early in the second brought them to 0-for-24 at 5-
on-4 for the season. And it’s how they were scored that should give St. 
Louis the most satisfaction. 

Slafkovsky played pitch and catch with Chris Wideman on the first one, 
first pushing the puck to the point and then preparing to receive it back 
and force it on net with a one-timed slap shot. 

Brendan Gallagher provided the screen in front, and Slafkovsky “broke 
the seal,” according to Canadiens captain Nick Suzuki, who played a key 
role in Montreal’s second power play goal just two minutes and 41 
seconds later. 

He first drove the puck down low and found Sean Monahan in front of the 
net. Monahan took Suzuki’s pass and attempted a between-the-legs shot 
that Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington kicked aside. 

Then the Canadiens regrouped. Kirby Dach got the puck in the high slot, 
Mike Hoffman set a screen driving through, and Suzuki rolled off it, got 
the pass from Dach, looked towards making a play at Monahan in front of 
the net again and deceptively passed to Cole Caufield on the back door 
to collect his 100th NHL assist. 

These two goals were the product of a meeting the Canadiens had about 
their power play on Friday; they were the application of lessons learned 
the hard way through their first eight games, and they exemplified the 
biggest point of emphasis St. Louis stresses in all game situations — 
making the right reads on the ice. 

“To me, the power play is all about: where’s the advantage? Obviously, 
we’re 5-on-4. But where’s the advantage on the ice,” St. Louis asked. 
“That changes all the time. So, can you figure out, the five guys, where’s 
the advantage now? Because in three seconds, five seconds, it might be 
different where the advantage is, and you have to recognize that and 
play into where the advantage is. I thought we did that tonight.” 

That was particularly the case on Caufield’s goal, which brought his 
season total to seven and vaulted him into a tie with several players for 
second in the NHL in the category. 

“We can’t give them the same look every single time,” said Suzuki. 
“They’re going to read it, and they know Cole’s over there being the 
shooter. But being able to come down low and attack with Monny and 
Dacher in the slot, I think we got a lot more looks.” 

The seams opened up from there and the puck hit the back of the net. 

Even if it came off the stick of the most likely guy to be shooting it, the 
Canadiens used enough of their options before that to create enough 
doubt to enable Suzuki to slip that sly pass over to Caufield. 

“Spooky Suzuki,” said Caufield. 

Sneaky would’ve been more apt, but the 21-year-old was going 
Halloween-themed with his description of the play. 

There was nothing particularly deceptive about how Slafkovsky scored, 
and that was the beauty of it. 

St. Louis had stressed simplicity earlier in the week, after the Canadiens 
not only failed to score in a 3-1 loss to the Minnesota Wild but completely 
surrendered momentum on the power play. 

“If you have to move it 10 times before you take a shot, it’s probably not 
the right strategy and you’re not breaking down the PK,” he said. “To me, 
a good PP is two, three passes and a strike and retrieve and do it again. 
It doesn’t have to be perfect, it doesn’t have to be a beautiful goal, but 
you have to have some strikes. You have to send pucks towards the net. 
And even if sometimes it doesn’t get to the net, you might break an 
opponent’s stick and it hurts blocking shots. And if guys are in the right 
places, usually you retrieve those and you do it again. 

“But to think that we have to make 10, 12 passes before we shoot — 
you’re not breaking down the PK. We have to do a better job of that.” 

To execute it against a Blues team that, as Suzuki pointed out, was the 
second-best penalty-killing team in the NHL last season, is a confidence 
booster for a Canadiens team in desperate need of one on the power 
play. 

They had a lot to feel good about after this game wrapped. They battled 
hard to claw back from down 3-1. They played disciplined after allowing 
the Blues to score seven seconds into their first power play of the night. 
They got huge contributions from Dvorak and other forwards not named 
Suzuki or Caufield. 

And, as St. Louis said, they got Slafkovsky’s best game of his young NHL 
career. 
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“Not because he scored, not because he played on the power play, 
but…I feel like every shift he got I feel like he got on base,” St. Louis 
clarified. “He had his home run ball on that power play, and he took 
advantage of it, and he scored…” 

“He played very strong, physically, tonight,” he continued. “And like I 
said, it’s a process for Slaf at 18. He’s got a nice skill package, but he’s 
gotta figure out what kind of player he’s going to be in this league, what 
style he’s going to have to play, and he’s going through that right now. 
And, tonight, we saw what we know we have in a big boy for an 18-year-
old, and he played like a big boy tonight.” 

All the Canadiens did, including former Blues goaltender Jake Allen, who 
made 26 saves and assisted on Dvorak’s deal-sealing, empty-net goal at 
18:25 of the third period. 

The atmosphere in the room afterwards was festive. 

“It's a fun environment right now, and we have to earn that fun,” said St. 
Louis. “The fun is something you earn every day, and I think we're doing 
that. Whether we win or lose the game, I think we're earning our fun.” 

A big part of that on this night was the power play players tuning into 
adjustments the coach wanted to make — not just to the tactics but also 
to the mindset — and executing. 

“I think we’re all good players out there,” said Suzuki. “it’s just reading the 
play. It’s not set options that he wants us to do, it’s just taking advantage 
of what’s given to us, reading the P.K. and being in the right spots.” 
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TSN.CA / Two bounces propel Oilers to victory over Flames 

 

Salim Valji 

 

In the end, two pucks that bounced over the sticks of Calgary Flames 
players led to them losing the second Battle of Alberta of the 2022 
season, 3-2 on Saturday night. 

A playoff-calibre Saturday night at the Saddledome, where Jacob 
Markstrom appeared to have slayed his Edmonton Oiler demons, turned 
when the Flames’ goalie gave the puck away to Connor McDavid 
partway through the third period while the Flames held a one-goal lead. 

Markstrom - who to that point had stopped all but one shot - came out to 
stop a hard rim. Instead, it hopped over his stick and onto that of 
McDavid. Caught out of position, Markstrom scrambled to get back in his 
net but it was too late. The game was tied. Minutes later, Zach Hyman 
scored for Edmonton after some scrambled defensive zone coverage by 
Calgary’s Chris Tanev and MacKenzie Weegar. 

McDavid ended the night with three points. 

“Goaltending was fine,” Flames head coach Darryl Sutter said 
afterwards. 

Markstrom’s struggles against the Oilers have been well-documented. 
On Saturday night, he was good. He stopped several point-blank Oilers 
scoring chances and managed the game well, ending with 23 saves on 
26 shots. His biggest mistake, of course, was that third period skate. 

“Both goalies probably made the saves they had to,” Sutter said. “We 
had trouble scoring on [Oilers' goaltender Stuart] Skinner in Edmonton 
[during the teams’ first meeting on Oct. 15], 31 shots and didn’t score a 
goal. We got two against him tonight and at the end of the day, you’ve 
got to score three goals.” 

Skinner stopped 40 of 42 shots in the win. The coach didn’t pin the loss 
of Markstrom, instead saying that the onus was on skaters to make better 
decisions. 

“It’s 2-2, you’ve got to make the better play in your own zone when you 
know McDavid’s on the ice,” Sutter said. 

“I went D-to-D with [Weegar], he tried to make a play to the middle,” 
Tanev said. "It deflected, I think, right back into the slot.” 

A second misfortunate instance of puck luck for Calgary happened a few 
minutes later with them pressing for the equalizer. With an opportunity to 
tie the game, Jonathan Huberdeau was fed an opportunity in the slot, but 
could not get his stick on the rubber. Minutes later, the game was over. 

“Obviously I would like to have that one back, but I feel right now, that’s 
kind of how it’s going,” Huberdeau said. "I’ve got to be better and bury 
that.” 

Sutter agreed with his star. 

“They’ve got to score that third goal at some point,” the coach said, when 
asked of the play of Calgary’s top line of Huberdeau, Elias Lindholm, and 
Tyler Toffoli. 

On Saturday night, Edmonton had the clear edge in goaltending and their 
stars outperformed Calgary’s top players. Despite that, the Flames held 
their own and kept themselves in the game until the end. Their depth 
shone, with Brett Ritchie and Mikael Backlund finding the back of the net, 
and the Flames did look structured defensively for most of the game. 

Now, the onus is on Calgary’s top forwards, particularly the top line, to 
find their game. So far, Huberdeau, Lindholm, and Toffoli have yet to 
score at five-on-five. Huberdeau acknowledged as much when talking 
about his chance late in the game - and just how close Calgary was to 
coming away with the victory. 

“A couple of bad bounces at the end, and obviously the best player took 
advantage,” Huberdeau said. 

The Flames and Oilers meet for the final time in the regular season on 
Dec. 27. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Leafs hoping the dam will burst 

 

Mark Masters 

8-10 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who held a team meeting at Crypto.com Arena on Saturday.  

Auston Matthews scored just one goal through the first seven games of 
the season and it was on a deflection.  

"Sometimes when you're on streaks where you feel a bit snakebitten. It's 
almost like, 'Am I ever going to see the puck go in the net again?' But it 
just takes one to reset," the two time Rocket Richard Trophy winner said. 
"I try not to think like that, but obviously it's tough when you go through a 
bit of a stretch like that." 

Matthews finally delivered a trademark tally on Thursday night in San 
Jose. Now, the Leafs hope the dam will burst.  

"Confidence is never an issue, I don't think, for Auston, but it's more so 
relief, I guess, is the big thing," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "I don't think 
he was too worked up about it, but it's pretty natural to be a little more 
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tense than normal ... Auston's been producing a lot of opportunities here 
on this trip, and it's good to see one go in for him." 

Matthews fired a game high seven shots on net on Thursday. He's up to 
40 shots this season, which means he's converting just five per cent of 
the time. His career average is 16.1.  

"Producing for our team is a big part of what he does," noted Keefe. "It's 
a big moment in the game, and he comes through for us there, and I 
know that that would help him relax a little bit." 

The third-period strike by Matthews tied the score and secured a point for 
the Leafs, who fell in overtime.  

"It always feels good to see the puck go on the net," the 25-year-old 
centre said. "Getting a lot of good looks, good chances in the last couple 
games, so want to continue to get those chances and make good on 
them." 

'It just takes one to reset': Matthews builds momentum after finally 
landing trademark tally 

Auston Matthews scored for the first time this season using his shot last 
game and now has two-goals on the year. He's hoping watching one 
finally go in will help get the ball rolling here. 

Matthews' goal on Thursday came from high up in the zone on the power 
play. He led the team with 16 man-advantage markers last season while 
spending most of the time on the flanks.  

"It's just good to give a different look," Matthews explained. "I feel like a 
lot of times I'm kind of just getting sat on so I think it's important to get us 
moving around and try to generate different looks to keep them guessing 
a little more." 

The one-time blast had the bench buzzing.  

"That's a shot," forward Calle Jarnkrok said in amazement. "I wish I had 
that shot ... He had his looks every game. He finally scored one last 
game and hopefully he can keep doing that." 

    lil Papi Power for ya   pic.twitter.com/20es2YFUG6 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 28, 2022 

The Leafs will wear their black reversible sweaters designed by pop star 
Justin Bieber on Saturday.  

"I think everybody really loves wearing them," said Matthews. "They were 
a pretty big hit last year so I think the guys are excited." 

Matthews and Bieber have struck up a friendship over the years.  

"He'll be in the building tonight so looking forward to that," Matthews said. 
"It's always nice to see him and get his support for the team. It's 
obviously pretty special." 

    Catch ya on the flipside   pic.twitter.com/eZx7CTtJVC 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 29, 2022 

Jarnkrok, who's new to the team this season, is also excited.  

 "My wife is a Bieber fan," he said with a smile. "I like the look of the 
jerseys so it's going to be a treat." 

 The Leafs beat the New Jersey Devils 3-2 on March 23 in the debut of 
the black sweaters.  

 "When you wear black on the ice it's pretty intimidating," Matthews 
quipped after that game.  

Back in black: Bieber will be in the building as Leafs look to get back on 
track 

The Maple Leafs will sport their reverse retro jersey tonight in Los 
Angeles. Justin Bieber helped with the design and Auston Matthews says 
the icon should be in the building tonight. 

William Nylander was held without a point for only the second time this 
season on Thursday night as Toronto's second line struggled in San 
Jose.  

"I'd like to see them get back to moving their feet and skating," said 
Keefe. "I thought they got stalled a lot the other night. Whether it's 
coming out of our zone or into the neutral zone, they really got stalled. I 
thought as the game got going on, third period, they got moving a little bit 
better. Talking to them, John [Tavares] and Will, both were well aware 
and acknowledged, without me having to say too much, that it was not a 
good night for them. I'm expecting a response from them in terms of 
speed and energy. They have been good throughout the season for us 
so I'm expecting them to bounce back." 

Alex Kerfoot will slot in beside Tavares and Nylander on Saturday 
replacing Nick Robertson.    

"Kerf, with his pace and what he brings on both sides of the puck, I think 
he'll help that group," Keefe said.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Expecting a response from Tavares, Nylander 

John Tavares and William Nylander have had a great start to the season 
but fell short in their game in San Jose. Mark Masters has more on why 
their coach is expecting a bounce back from that line against the Kings. 

Kerfoot started the season as the team's third-line centre, but moved to 
the wing in the top six earlier this week. He skated with Matthews and 
Mitch Marner on Thursday. The line juggling has seen Jarnkrok shift to 
the middle.  

"I've talked to Calle about that since the day he got into our facility, about 
how we're going to try him in different positions," Keefe revealed. "He got 
off to a pretty good start on the right side through pre-season and training 
camp, and we didn't want to disrupt that too much. Kerfoot, obviously, 
took a big chunk of that centre [responsibility] for us. We've decided to 
move away from that, and Calle is the next viable option for us. I did 
speak to him and he's comfortable and confident playing there. I think, 
like a lot of these guys, they prefer to play the wing, but recognize 
versatility is an asset and a strength that they bring to our team and he 
doesn't hesitate to take it on." 

How's it going so far?  

"One game under my belt," Jarnkrok said. "I thought it went alright. 
Hopefully, I can play a little better tonight ... It's just a little more 
responsibilities to play defence. Other than that it's not much of a 
difference." 

Jarnkrok will line up between Robertson and Wayne Simmonds.  

"Two good players," the 31-year-old Swede said. "Robbie's really fast 
and he can really shoot the puck. Simmer's a hard-working guy." 

Robertson, a 21-year-old California native, will be playing in his 
hometown for the first time in the NHL.  

"He's always excited," Jarnkrok said. "He's excited every day. He works 
hard every day. He's already a great player. I think he can teach 
[Simmonds and I] more than we can teach him, to be honest with you." 

Really?   

"Oh yeah, he's got a helluva shot too and he can really skate." 

The team recognizes how big the occasion is for Robertson, who will 
have plenty of friends and family in the building.  

"You want to back up your guys and leave the rink feeling proud," 
Matthews said.  

Leafs want to make it a happy homecoming for energetic Robertson 

Nick Robertson returns to his hometown tonight and the Maple Leafs 
admit it gives everyone in the room a little extra boost when there's extra 
motivation to win for someone. 
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Projected lineup for Saturday's game in Los Angeles:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Robertson - Jarnkrok - Simmonds  

Engvall - Kampf - Aube-Kubel  

Rielly - Brodie  

Sandin - Holl  

Giordano - Kral  

Samsonov starts  

Kallgren 
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