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How NC State and Hurricanes came to agree on one big thing: an outdoor hockey game 

By Chip Alexander 

Orange traffic cones were first spotted dotting the turf at N.C. 
State’s Carter-Finley Stadium in February 2019, the outline 
roughly that of a hockey rink. 

It also happened that NHL commissioner Gary Bettman was 
in Raleigh to attend a Carolina Hurricanes game at PNC 
Arena. Social media was all atwitter. 

Four years later, those cones will be replaced by a rink for 
the Hurricanes’ first outdoor hockey game – twice delayed 
during the coronavirus pandemic but finally to be played 
Saturday, Feb. 18, 2023 against the Washington Capitals at 
Carter-Finley. 

More than 55,000 fans should pack the Wolfpack’s stadium 
for the 2023 NHL Stadium Series game to be shown in prime 
time by ESPN that will give the Hurricanes, N.C. State, the 
City of Raleigh, Wake County and the Triangle a showcase 
and some seemingly priceless exposure. 

It underscores a degree of cooperation between the 
Hurricanes and NCSU that could be vital in the future plans 
for PNC Arena, the home for Canes games and Wolfpack 
men’s basketball. 

“This is just one regular-season game, one day, but I think 
it’s so different and so special that I’d put it at or near the top 
of big events in this market in the last 20 years,” Scott 
Dupree, executive director of the Greater Raleigh Sports 
Alliance, said in an interview. “I can’t remember where 
there’s been this much talk and anticipation this far out. 

“It feels different than just a big event. It feels like there’s a 
little extra ‘umph’ behind it because it’s different and it’s 
new.” 

2023 NHL Stadium Series ticket demand 

There’s certainly been a ticket demand. Canes president and 
general manager Don Waddell said that the team initially 
received 18,650 tickets and sold them in three hours. Then 
came another 3,000 allotment -- sold. Then another 3,000. 
Sold. 

“And in time I think there will be more tickets available in this 
market,” Waddell said. 

The outdoor game is a collaboration between the Hurricanes 
and NCSU, whose relationship at times has been 
contentious in the past — heated disputes over the 
Wolfpack’s basketball scheduling at PNC Arena arose a 
decade ago – but much smoother in recent years. 

In this case, the Hurricanes approached N.C. State about 
holding the game at Carter-Finley, university leaders 
approved, contracts were signed and that was pretty much 
that. The rest is logistics. 

“Obviously it’s not happening without NC State, without their 
partnership and support and them buying into this, agreeing 
to do it and wanting to do it,” Dupree said. 

Dupree is a member of the local organizing committee for the 
Stadium Series event. Also on the committee are Mike 
Forman, the Hurricanes’ director of marketing, and 
Stephanie Menio, deputy athletic director at N.C. State. 

Forman said the NHL signed separate contracts with the 
Hurricanes and N.C. State in setting up the venue for the 
game. 

“With NC State it’s from the facility standpoint and a little bit 
with the operations standpoint, and with the Hurricanes in it 
being our game and our event,” Forman said in an interview. 

“Essentially what they do (in the NHL) is they come in and 
buy out the game from us. They pay State to rent out the 
facility and other expenses. They buy the game from us and 
that’s why it’s not included in our season ticket-packages and 
is a separate sale. It’s truly a league event.” 

A weekend for Canes, NC State, downtown Raleigh 

Nor will it be a one-day thing, Forman said. The Hurricanes 
are hosting the Montreal Canadiens at PNC Arena on 
Thursday, Feb. 16. There will be a FanFest celebration in 
downtown Raleigh on Friday, then a concert that night at 
PNC Arena. 

Saturday belongs to the NHL as attention shifts fully to 
Carter-Finley and the area surrounding the stadium. 

“The NHL takes over,” Forman said. “They’ll be on property 
two weeks prior, not only changing over Carter-Finley and 
getting the ice ready but also on property putting up signage 
and branding opportunities. 

“State’s been great, to make the facility available for walk-
throughs and making sure they’re cooperating with us and 
the league on requests on operations and food and beverage 
to parking to security to retail – just a lot of different 
operational aspects. 

“They’ve been great to work with. They know it will be a great 
spotlight for NC State as well. To have any Saturday night 
broadcast on (ESPN) is great for our brand and their brand.” 

N.C. State will host North Carolina in a men’s basketball 
game on Sunday at PNC Arena to complete the sweep of 
weekend events. 

Should unfavorable weather postpone the hockey game, it 
could be played Sunday night, Forman said. 

The Hurricanes owner’s push for an outdoor game in Raleigh 

A year ago, the Stadium Series game was staged at Nissan 
Stadium in Nashville, Tennessee. The Predators lost 3-2 to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning with 68,619 in attendance at the 
Titans’ stadium. 
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The push for an outdoor game in Raleigh came soon after 
Tom Dundon became majority owner of the Hurricanes in 
2018. Dundon was relentless in his pursuit, Bettman has 
said, 

“The league didn’t laugh in our faces but they probably 
laughed a little internally in terms of there may be other 
markets they thought were more deserving,” Forman said. 
“Tom is a convincing individual and I think he actually had 
them on-board before our on-ice success. 

“I will say they probably were hesitant at the time. Our 
attendance was rising but nowhere close to where it is now 
and has been the last four years in terms of the rising trend 
and us going to the (Stanley Cup) playoffs.” 

The Hurricanes were selected for an outdoor game early in 
2020 but the NHL announced in December 2020 that the 
Feb. 20, 2021 game was being postponed because of the 

pandemic. A proposed game in February 2022 then was 
postponed by mutual agreement between the team and 
league, Waddell said, and the 2022 game subsequently held 
in Nashville. 

Now, finally, it’s Raleigh’s turn. 

“This will have the fan fest and concert to a State basketball 
game to a celebration of food and music. It’s probably going 
to be more a celebration about this community than just a 
Carolina Hurricanes hockey game and NHL event,” Forman 
said. “Everything we see quantitatively and qualitatively show 
from a data perspective it will be the biggest event we’ve 
hosted from a Carolina Hurricanes standpoint. It’s going to 
be a major, major event for this area.” 

Forman added one last thought: “Just pray for good 
weather.” 

 

 

 

NHL weekend rankings: Are the Devils a powerhouse? 
By Sean McIndoe 

Two weeks ago, in the first edition of these rankings, I had 
the Devils in the bottom five. It didn’t feel like an off-the-
board pick, given they were coming off a 63-point season, 
they hadn’t made any truly significant moves in the 
offseason, and had started the year 0-2-0 while losing by 
identical 5-2 scores to a pair of non-playoff teams in the 
Flyers and Red Wings. 

Hey, remember when I prefaced that column with a half-
dozen caveats about it being too early? That Devils ranking 
may have been too early. 

That’s because right now, we have to consider the possibility 
that the Devils are good. Not “better than the trainwreck we 
expected” good, but legitimately good. Playoff good? Yes. 
Something more than that? Well… maybe? 

I’m not sure, and I’m not completely sold. But I keep seeing 
very smart people point to the Devils as a team to look out 
for. And that was even before the weekend, which kicked off 
with a 1-0 win over the Avalanche and finished with a 7-1 
blowout over the Blue Jackets where the score may have 
somehow flattered Columbus. 

This is typically the part where we’d point to PDO and start 
using words like “unsustainable.” But the Devils’ PDO is 
down in the .950s, which suggests that they could actually be 
even better than their results say they are. The expected 
goals numbers agree. Every warning signal on the “watch 
out for these guys” dashboard is blinking hard right now. 

So did I miss the boat here? Or is this a case of an early-
season hot stretch raising expectations for a team that 
doesn’t deserve it? I’m still not sure, but let’s use this week’s 

random top five to see if we can get any closer to figuring it 
out. 

Top five things worth noting with the Devils 

5. They’ve had an easy schedule to start the season – Other 
than the Avalanche, the only 2022 playoff team the Devils 
have played so far has been the Capitals, and they lost that 
game 6-3. We’ll get a better look at them against high-level 
competition over the next week or so; once they’re done with 
Vancouver tomorrow, they’re on to Edmonton and then a 
weird home-and-home with the Flames. 

4. We’ve always known they’d be good if the goaltending 
was good – Hopefully this isn’t too technical for the average 
fan, but here’s the analytics view: 

Yeah, that makes sense. And it was true last year too, when 
the Devils had playoff-worthy underlying numbers at 5-on-5 
but just couldn’t get a save. Their answer to that problem 
was to bring back Mackenzie Blackwood and pair him with a 
guy who couldn’t win the starter’s job in Washington, which 
didn’t seem ideal. That led to people like me assuming the 
goaltending still wouldn’t be all that good. 

3. The goaltending still hasn’t been all that good – Yeah, 
that’s the part that has to be both discouraging for Devils 
fans and terrifying for everyone else. Blackwood and Vitek 
Vanecek are combining for a save percentage under .900 on 
the year, even after a one-goal weekend. It turns out that 
when you’re generating almost 70% of the expected goals, 
decent goaltending is pretty much optional. And if either guy 
heats up… lookout. 

2. They’re doing this without the big Jack Hughes breakout 
(yet) – If you’d told us that we’d be raving about the Devils at 
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any point during the season, you’d probably have assumed 
that Hughes was a big part of it. He’s been good this year, 
but he’s not the story in New Jersey. Instead, it’s been 
Jesper Bratt who’s carrying the offense, to the tune of 15 
points in nine games. Which makes you wonder what 
happens if that fourth-year Hughes breakout actually 
happens. 

1. Maybe Lindy Ruff is better at this than we thought – Ruff 
was near the top of just about everyone’s “first coach to be 
fired” lists. I even gave you a specific date. But it turns out 
the veteran coach missed the memo about being a lame 
duck who was just keeping the seat warm for Andrew 
Brunette, and maybe it’s time to start giving some credit to 
the guy behind the bench here. 

So yeah, I’m still not sure exactly where I’m at with this team 
in terms of a long-term view. For what it’s worth, the other 
rankings only had New Jersey at 15, and that’s the list that’s 
more responsive to streaks and swings. Devils fans, help me 
out here. Did I whiff on this team in the offseason and miss a 
sleeping giant, or is this just a rebuilding team going through 
a phase? 

Either way, it won’t shock you to learn that the Devils didn’t 
crack the top five. Let’s find out who did… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

As of this writing, there’s still no official word on Jake 
Oettinger. The Stars goalie left Saturday’s game with a 
lower-body injury, and at this point we haven’t heard whether 
this is minor or something more. It goes without saying that 
that will be huge for a Dallas team that was off to a strong 
start. Oettinger has picked up where he left off in last year’s 
playoffs, and any sort of extended absence would be an 
early game-changer. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (8-2-0, +15 true goals differential*) 
– Vegas becomes our first 2022 non-playoff team to ascend 
to the top five, taking the Penguins’ spot after a rough week 
that ended with an embarrassing loss to the Canucks. They 
absolutely speed-bagged the Jets last night, and despite a 
ridiculous night from Connor Hellebuyck, got the overtime 
win. 

4. Calgary Flames (5-2-0, +4) – The win over the Penguins 
was impressive. Saturday’s loss to the Oilers, not so much, 
especially with not even getting a point in a game they led in 
the third. Still, they’ve got a chance to get back on track over 
the rest of the homestand. 

And yes, it should go without saying, I desperately wanted to 
come up with a way to rank them number two. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (5-2-1, +3) – With just one regulation 
win in their last five, the Hurricanes are starting to wobble 
just a bit. This week brings Washington and Tampa, which is 
a good opportunity to re-establish themselves as the 
division’s best team. Until then, they’re fighting it out with the 
Devils and Flyers, just as we all predicted. 

2. Boston Bruins (8-1-0, +18) – They took the top spot in the 
Other Rankings, and while I’m not quite there yet, it’s 

impossible not to be thoroughly impressed by how easily the 
Bruins have rolled through October. With Brad Marchand 
back ahead of schedule and Charlie McAvoy still on the way, 
the outlook might still be pointing up. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (4-4-1, +1) – I made it clear early on 
that it would take a lot to knock the defending champs out of 
my top spot – everyone say it with me, long-term view, 
predict the eventual Cup winner, blah blah blah – but they’re 
testing me. Losing to the Devils, a week after losing to the 
Kraken, and doing it while knowing the captain will be out for 
months, and then blowing a 3-0 lead to lose to the Islanders 
in regulation… I mean, it’s not good. They’ve got a soft week 
with just a pair against the flat-lining Blue Jackets, and we’d 
expect them to flex a bit there. If not, it will be time to open 
this spot up to the rest of the league. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Florida Panthers – For a guy who drones on 
endlessly about taking the big-picture view, I sure didn’t wait 
long to bail on the Panthers as a top-five team. They cracked 
the list in week one, and that’s been it. Panthers fans might 
be thinking that a 120-point season apparently doesn’t get 
you as much respect as you might think. 

There have been times when the Panthers absolutely look 
like last year’s juggernaut. We saw it on Saturday against 
Ottawa, in a 5-3 win where the score undersold Florida’s 
dominance. It was a shooting gallery, with the Panthers 
racking up 58 shots. That’s tied for the second-most shots in 
a regulation game since 2018, and it came against an 
Ottawa team that had been gaining some confidence in their 
defensive play. 

So yeah, the scary side of the Panthers is still there. But 
we’ve also seen them lose to the Hawks and Flyers, as well 
as Boston and Tampa in their only two games so far against 
last year’s Atlantic playoff cohort. They’ve yet to beat a 
playoff team, and with Aaron Ekblad out again and the 
goaltending still looking iffy, they just don’t feel like one of the 
five best Cup bets right now. That’s despite Matthew 
Tkachuk looking like he was worth the ransom they paid to 
get him. The Paul Maurice era has been fine. It just hasn’t 
been overwhelming. 

If this was a top ten, the Panthers are in there. I’m not quite 
sure what the number would be, but this is still a good team 
that has another gear to show us. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

In other injury news this week, the Flyers announced that 
Sean Couturier has had surgery and could be out for four 
months. That’s rough if not completely unexpected news for 
a team that continues to be a nice surprise. (Although maybe 
we should have seen this specific start coming.) 

5. Montreal Canadiens (5-4-0, even) – I can’t drop the only 
32nd-place team in NHL history all the way out of the bottom 
five after just two weeks, but they’re hanging by a thread. 
Saturday’s win in St. Louis was flat-out impressive, pretty 
much exactly the sort of high-energy win you want to see 
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from a young team. Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield both look 
great, and the goaltending has been a nice surprise. One 
more week, Habs fans, and if they keep looking competent 
then I just can’t hold a spot for you anymore. 

4. Chicago Blackhawks (4-3-2, +1) – The Hawks are in a 
similar position to the Habs, looking ready to scrap some 
preseason expectations with a solid start. They had a rough 
weekend that saw them blow a two-goal third-period lead in 
Buffalo to cough up a point, lose Seth Jones for three to four 
weeks with a thumb injury, and drop a shootout decision to 
the Wild, and all that adds up to giving us some cover to 
keep them in the bottom five for another week. But like the 
Habs, they can consider themselves on probation. 

3. San Jose Sharks (3-8-0, -10) – They seem to have turned 
the corner from their disastrous start, with a respectable 
three wins in their last six. That doesn’t mean that they’re 
good, though, and at some point, the season will shift to 
being about flipping assets for futures. Corey has a look at 
what that might involve. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (2-6-1, -19) – I thought they were one of 
the very worst teams in the league. Then they beat the 
Maple Leafs, so I guess that confirms it. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (2-5-1, -12) – The Mullett era has arrived, 
and Mark was there and had a fair take on the whole mess. 
At the risk of further splitting things down the middle: It’s not 
ideal, it’s not even close, but it’s also not completely unheard 
of and everyone is going to just try to make the best of it. It’s 
possible for something to both be embarrassing and a lot of 
fun. Honestly, most of us spend at least a decade of our 
social lives somewhere in that zone. The Coyotes will too for 
the next few years, and for now let’s just enjoy the novelty of 
all this in an era where so many other arenas seem like 
carbon copies of each other. 

Not ranked: Seattle Kraken – The Kraken spent most of last 
year in the bottom five. They haven’t appeared there yet this 
year. Progress? 

I’d say so. The Kraken are pretty clearly an improved team 
this year, sitting at 4-4-2 to secure a spot in the early-season 
wildcard zone. They’ve beaten the Avalanche and the 
Penguins, which is impressive, and lost to the Canucks and 
Ducks, which is not. The goaltending is awful again, but the 
offense has been good enough to cover some of that. Add it 
all up, and they look like a classic mushy middle team, a fake 
.500 quasi-contender. 

Is that better? Sure. Is it good enough? That’s where it gets 
tricky. Our perception of what realistic expectations look like 
for an expansion team are still all messed up by the Golden 
Knights, so it’s hard to say whether the Kraken are 
underachieving. Ron Francis certainly didn’t seem like he 
was trying to take any shortcuts when building his roster, so 
maybe this is about right, and the focus should be on the 
future. 

That future would seem to rest largely on rookies Matty 
Beniers and Shane Wright, and the results so far this year 
have been decidedly mixed. Beniers looks fantastic, at least 
in the offensive zone, with four goals and eight points 
through 10 games in a top-six role. Wright has just a single 
assist on the year, but the more confusing story is his usage 
– he’s been a healthy scratch on multiple occasions, and is 
barely playing when he does dress. You’d assume that 
means that he’ll head back to junior, but some reports out of 
Seattle have suggested that Francis doesn’t want that. If so, 
he might want to mention that to coach Dave Hakstol, 
because something’s out of synch here. 

They’re on the road this week for a tough trip through 
Calgary, Minnesota and Pittsburgh, so we’ll continue to get a 
sense of what exactly this team is in the short term, and 
maybe, who’ll get to continue being a part of it. 
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Mailbag #40: Brett Pesce 
Your questions, answered by the Canes' trusty defender 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Brett 
Pesce was kind enough to join us for this week's edition of 
the Segra Mailbag. 

Currently tied for the league-lead with his +10 rating, here's 
what #22 had to say in regard to your questions. 

Do two-week long road trips help with team chemistry? 
Would you consider it something that makes the team 
closer? - @OneTrueZach 

"Yeah, for sure. Especially a road trip like the one we just 
had, when we didn't play that many games. We had a bunch 
of off days. Obviously, you know guys are without their 
families, so we all just hang out with each other all day, all 
night, and I definitely think it brings us closer." 

What's the thing you miss the most when you are away on 
long road trips? - @emilullbrand 

(Note: We think Brett answered this one as something he 
missed *about* being on the road.) 

"I missed going out to dinners." 

So, where is your favorite place to go out to dinner? 

"I like Miku Sushi in Vancouver." 

Did you get it while you were there? 

"I did. I actually went and then we had it after the game as 
well." 

What's your order? 

"I get the Salmon Oshi roll." 

The defensive pairings have gone through changes each of 
the last few seasons. How does it feel knowing that you and 
Brady Skjei have remained such a consistent pair for Rod? - 
@Erich_K8 

"I just think we read off each other pretty well. At this point 
we play together so much it's almost second nature to to 
know where he is on the ice. Obviously, he's one of my 
closest buddies on the team, which which helps the 
chemistry develop even more. It's just a treat to play with him 
and he makes my life so much easier." 

 Which teammate, past or present, do you feel like you've 
learned the most from? - @JWS2253 

"I would probably say Jordo [Jordan Staal]. I was 20 when I 
first came here and just watching him do what he does, how 
he prepares for games and carries himself throughout every 
day. He's taught me a lot." 

Which forward, either on the Canes or league-wide makes 
your job most difficult? - @MihaM93 

"I would probably say Brad Marchand. He's good, man. He's 
so silky. We've obviously played him and his team quite a bit. 
He's a tough one to handle." 

What is different about this year's team compared to last 
year? - @ChonkersSpeedwayCEO 

"I just think it's our depth. We've got so much depth up and 
down the lineup. You know, if anyone's got an injury, you're 
getting replaced by you someone who can fill that spot in a 
split second. You need that to be a playoff team, to contend 
for a Stanley Cup. Kudos to management for going out and 
getting a bunch of pieces." 

Does it make you nervous that your dad is on Twitter - 
@johnnybolla 

"Yes and I will leave it at that." 

Which teammate had the best Halloween costume and why 
was it Teuvo Teravainen? - @CaniacZach 

"I think Derek Stepan actually had the best costume. He 
dressed up as Burnzie and it was hilarious. 

Turbo's was funny, but he's always funny. He's great to have 
around for a good laugh." 

  

Who was the biggest surprise at the team's Halloween 
party? - @csc92hokie 

"I would say Stefan Noesen. He was the clown that carries 
around the red balloon (Pennywise). 

He was honestly creeping me out all night. I didn't know he 
had it in him like that." 
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Hurricanes host the Capitals after overtime victory 
Washington Capitals (5-4-0, fifth in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. Carolina Hurricanes (5-2-1, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Monday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Washington Capitals visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes after the Hurricanes defeated the Philadelphia 
Flyers 4-3 in overtime. 

Carolina had a 54-20-8 record overall and went 20-12-1 in 
Metropolitan Division play last season. The Hurricanes 
averaged 2.8 power-play chances per game last season, and 
converted on 22.0% (51 total power-play goals). 

Washington went 16-9-1 in Metropolitan Division games and 
had a 44-26-12 record overall last season. The Capitals 
averaged 3.3 goals on 31.4 shots per game last season. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), 
Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Calvin de Haan: day to day (undisclosed), Cavan 
Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Capitals: Carl Hagelin: out (hip), T.J. Oshie: day to day 
(lower body), Connor Brown: out (lower body), John Carlson: 
day to day (lower body), Tom Wilson: out (knee), Nicklas 
Backstrom: out (hip). 

 

 

 

About Last Night: Flying high in overtime 
The Carolina Hurricanes blew a 2-0 lead, scored a late goal 
to force overtime and then won the game in a wild one in 
Philly Saturday night.  

By Alec Sawyer  

For the first period Saturday night in Philadelphia, the 
Carolina Hurricanes did what the Carolina Hurricanes should 
do to the Flyers.  

Then things flipped, as 2-0 Canes lead in the first evaporated 
into a 3-2 lead for the home side as Philadelphia scored 
three straight goals over the course of the second period and 
early third.  

But things ended in the right way for the Canes, as Martin 
Necas delivered an equalizer late in regulation before Brent 
Burns secured the second point with the overtime winner.  

Some thoughts on the back-and-forth affair in Philly: 

Martin Necas revenge szn continues 

If there’s a Carolina player who needed a good start to this 
season, it was Martin Necas.  

And boy oh boy has Martin Necas had a good start to this 
season.  

Necas did it all on a game-tying goal with just 2:05 left in the 
game, gathering a pretty half-hearted dump from the Flyers 
in the neutral zone, skating it into the offensive third himself 
and unleashing a bombing wrister past Carter Hart to make it 
3-3.  

For Necas, the goal was his fifth of the season in just the 
Hurricanes’ eighth game of the year. He’s also already up to 
11 points through eight games. To put that into perspective, 
he reached five goals in game 21 last year. He got to 11 
points in game 17.  

On his career as a whole, the five and 11 are by far the most 
he’s had through eight games. His previous highs were one 
goal and five points after eight games.  

Necas is clearly playing with a high level of confidence, and 
that means so, so much to this Hurricanes team this year. 
With some playmakers gone (Trocheck, Niederreiter) and 
others that were expected to contribute injured (Pacioretty), 
the Hurricanes needed Necas to be this version of himself. 

So far, so good.  
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Overtime excellence 

Sebastian Aho, Brent Burns and Necas in overtime is a heck 
of a trio to roll out on the ice, and they showed exactly how 
you score a 3-on-3 overtime goal Saturday night.  

Good spacing. Good passing. Good shooting. What more 
can you ask for.  

Having Burns is an asset in overtime, as being able to put 
out a heavy shooting D-man like that is huge. Pairing him 
with playmakers like Aho and Necas? Forget about it.  

This was a really awesome overtime goal. Nothing extremely 
jaw dropping in terms of a skill, but just a well-executed 
setup that opened up a big lane for Burns to shoot in. It’s fun 
to watch.  

Staal line looking good, again 

While definitely never being the most skilled group on the 
team, last year’s line of Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast was by far the Canes’ most consistent.  

Saturday night in Philadelphia, with Jordan Martinook playing 
in the place of the departed Niederreiter, that line did it’s job 
and then some.  

Staal scored the first goal of game in the first period, and 
then Martinook followed him up to make it 2-0. 

With some shuffling in the top six, the Staal line played twice 
as many minutes as any other single line grouping against 
the Flyers, and it also had by far the best numbers. Together, 

Martinook-Staal-Fast had a 90.48 CF%, led the team with 
0.74 xGF and also created a team-high 10 scoring chances 
while allowing just one.  

For the Canes, if that line is doing that again this year, it’s a 
massive luxury to have. The top six is undoubtedly skilled, 
but having that third line that is just a nightmare to play 
against is huge for the overall success of the team.  

In Philadelphia Saturday night, the Flyers had no answer for 
the Staal line.  

Other thoughts  

 The game was the 1,100th of Staal’s career, and 
his 669th with the Hurricanes. He’s certainly not 
young and he’s certainly not the highest skilled 
player on the ice, but that longevity and his ability to 
still produce is impressive.  

 It was also a landmark game for Canes’ equipment 
manager Jorge Alves, who we all know the story of 
pretty well. Awesome gesture from Rod 
Brind’Amour and staff here: 

 If two games is enough to signify a trend, then the 
Canes have started an alarming trend of not being 
able to hold onto early leads. Saturday night’s game 
was fairly reminiscent of last Saturday’s contest 
against Calgary, where Carolina blew an early 2-0 
lead and lost in overtime. It’s obviously not 
something to worry seriously about this early in the 
season, but just a thought.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/local/article264678729.html 

https://theathletic.com/3745651/2022/10/31/weekend-rankings-new-jersey-devils-jesper-bratt/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-40-brett-pesce/c-336858902 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-washington-capitals-hockey-faf2d8b8b454454f9338c921ffea7e43 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/30/23431030/about-last-night-flying-high-in-overtime 
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Capitals’ Beck Malenstyn brings physicality to new fourth-line role 

 

Samantha Pell 

4-5 minutes 30/10/2022 

 

Beck Malenstyn has only played in three games this season, but he has 
established himself as a key piece of the Washington Capitals’ lineup. 
The 24-year-old has excelled in his role as the left wing on the fourth line 
with Nic Dowd and Garnet Hathaway, using his speed and physicality to 
create on both ends of the ice. 

“It is almost like that role is built for him,” Coach Peter Laviolette said last 
week. “That is his game. He’s a checker, he’s a defender, and he can 
chip in offensively. He did everything that we asked him to do.” 

Malenstyn was recalled from the American Hockey League’s Hershey 
Bears last week when fellow wing Connor Brown suffered a long-term 
lower-body injury. Malenstyn had one goal in 12 games for Washington 
last season as a rookie, spending most of the year in Hershey. 

It’s still early in Washington’s 2022-23 campaign — and with injuries 
adding up, there could be more changes — but it appears Malenstyn 
could be a long-term solution on the fourth line. 

John Carlson and T.J. Oshie were hurt minutes apart in the first period of 
Saturday’s 3-0 win at Nashville. Neither returned to the game, and 
Laviolette said afterward both were being evaluated. Washington was off 
Sunday, and its next game is Monday against Carolina in Raleigh, N.C. 

While injury questions are at the forefront, the Capitals were pleased with 
their performance against the Predators. Malenstyn’s efforts, which 
included a goal, were among the most noticeable. 

“His speed, his physicality, he is banging bodies out there,” Laviolette 
said. “It makes us a team that is harder to play against.” 

Carl Hagelin had occupied the role Malenstyn has been playing for the 
past few seasons, but hip surgery at the beginning of the year has him 
out indefinitely. Washington tried multiple players along with Dowd and 
Hathaway, including Conor Sheary, Aliaksei Protas and Joe Snively. 
Malenstyn appears to be best suited for the role. 

“Fast and physical — I try to do that every night,” Malenstyn said. “Those 
are the keys for me. If I am doing those two things, that means I am in a 
pretty good head space out there.” 

Malenstyn said playing with Dowd and Hathaway has allowed him to 
keep things simple and gain confidence. He said it also helps that the 
duo’s style of play is “predictable in the best way.” Dowd has three goals 
and two assists to open the season. Hathaway has one goal and one 
assist. 

“I think saying that they are predictable is the best compliment,” 
Malenstyn said. “They read off each other so well, and it is not easy for 

another team to defend them when they get on the forecheck and things 
like that. They are always in the right defensive position, so it makes it 
really easy for a guy like me to feel confident and go out every night just 
playing my game and having two guys support me.” 

Malenstyn spoke at length earlier in the week about wanting to get more 
offensive production. He delivered Saturday, opening up the scoring in 
the second period with his goal, connecting from the slot past Predators 
goalie Juuse Saros. 

“That was an easy one. I will take that any day of the week,” Malenstyn 
said. 

Malenstyn’s physical play has also stood out. Without Tom Wilson, out of 
the lineup to open the season with a knee injury, the Capitals lost a big 
physical threat, but Malenstyn has helped fill the void. He delivered a big 
check near the bench early in the game, setting the tone. Malenstyn said 
the physical side of his game has been a part of how he plays since he 
was 10. 

“It is something that mentally engages me in games,” Malenstyn said. “It 
has been great that it is something I can utilize in a role to differentiate 
myself and give me opportunities. … It is all just understanding when to 
use it and when to be effective and building off that from there. If you can 
be physical on the forecheck and turn pucks over, now you can be a little 
more creative.” 
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Sonny Milano determined to crack Capitals roster: ‘He’s a game-changer’ 

 

Tarik El-Bashir 

7-9 minutes 30/10/2022 

 

HERSHEY, Pa. — Sonny Milano is arguably the most intriguing player in 
the Capitals organization who is not on the NHL roster. 

He’s got hands. He’s got wheels. He’s got offensive instincts. And, in his 
first four games with the AHL Hershey Bears, the 26-year-old left wing 
has some stats, too, recording a couple of goals and an assist through 
Saturday’s slate. 

He’s also got a lot to prove after not receiving a qualifying offer from the 
Ducks in July and then being released from a PTO in Calgary earlier this 
month. 

“I know what I have to do: I’ve got to prove that I can play some defense, 
that I can play hard, help the team win games and that I’m not just 
someone that can score goals in easy games,” Milano said to The 
Athletic. 

“I felt like last year I proved myself to be a bonafide NHLer, an everyday-
er. But the summer took a weird turn, and now I’m back (in the minors).” 
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Milano had a breakout season in Anaheim, where he recorded a career-
high 34 points (14 goals, 20 assists) in 66 games and, of course, teamed 
up with Trevor Zegras for that unforgettable flip-the-puck-over-the-net 
goal last December. 

But Milano’s production, in his own words, “faded off” down the stretch, 
as he recorded just four points in his final 27 games. The Ducks did not 
tender him, likely because decision-makers were concerned about a 
potentially big award in arbitration. He earned $1.8 million last season. 

“Me and my agent were expecting at least a good two-year contract,” he 
said. “But no one was really biting. Summer kept going and going.” 

With no contract in mid-September, Milano signed a PTO with the 
Flames. In four exhibition games, he mustered six shots on goal and no 
points and was subsequently released. 

“It wasn’t the best camp, I guess, for me. I just didn’t,” he added, trailing 
off. “I don’t know, it just didn’t work out.” 

Enter Washington. 

The Caps signed Milano on Oct. 15 to bolster organizational depth after 
unexpectedly losing Axel Jonsson-Fjallby and Brett Leason on waivers to 
Winnipeg and Anaheim, respectively, as they made their final cuts. The 
fact that Milano was a former first-round pick, selected at No. 16 by 
Columbus in 2014, piqued Washington’s interest. 

“I was looking for a one-way,” Milano said of his one-year contract that 
pays him $750,000 whether he’s in Hershey or D.C. “They got some 
guys picked up on waivers and they needed a replacement, some depth.” 

“So,” he continued, catching himself, “obviously, I don’t want to be 
considered a depth player, but that’s where I’m at right now. So I’ve just 
got to work and get back up there.” 

Joining a new organization after training camp isn’t easy, Milano 
admitted, but he’s been mostly pleased with his start in Hershey. 

“It’s tough,” he said. “Not signing early, trying to stay in shape. It’s been a 
good few games to get back in shape and start feeling the puck and 
getting back to my game.” 

In the minor leagues, Milano’s skill stands out. Big time. 

In Saturday’s 2-1 overtime loss to Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, he scored 
Hershey’s only goal — a perfectly placed snipe scored moments after he 
jumped off the bench. 

Milano also had a breakaway from center ice but was robbed by the 
Baby Pens’ Filip Lindberg, who made a sprawling glove save. 

“He just brings a completely different element to the game,” said linemate 
Sam Anas, who knows a thing or two about offense, having claimed the 
AHL scoring title in 2019-20. “He’s one of those guys that, when he has 
the puck, something’s going to happen. You can hear the roar of the 
crowd, like something’s coming. He definitely makes his presence felt.” 

Against Wilkes-Barre/Scranton, Milano led Hershey with five shots on 
net, including an attempt from between his legs. He also wowed the 
crowd with a highlight-reel dump-in. Yes, a highlight-reel dump-in. In a 
single motion, he scooped up the puck onto his stick blade, bounced it a 
couple of times and then hurled it to the corner. 

“I put it where I wanted it, so it was good,” he later explained with a smile. 

Asked about the, um, creative dump-in, Anas chuckled. 

“In a weird way,” Anas said, “it kinda made sense. He was in a tough 
spot, pinched off and just got the puck deep, and he did it in a ‘Sonny’ 
way, I guess you could say. I changed right away and as I was getting 
back to the bench I was just shaking my head laughing. But it worked.” 

It wasn’t Milano’s first puck-juggling act in Hershey. 

Against Charlotte on Oct. 21, he controlled a bouncing puck, dribbled it a 
couple of times on his blade, then made a behind-the-back pass to Mike 
Vecchione, who slid the puck over to Garrett Pilon for a goal. 

“I heard stories about him when he was younger, that he was always 
trying all these different, creative things,” Hershey head coach Todd 
Nelson said. “That’s just who he is; he has a creative mind. He tries 
these things in practice all the time just to see if it will work. That’s 
Sonny.” 

Something else that’s followed him around? A reputation for not being 
consistent enough on the defensive side of the puck, particularly in the 
big leagues where lapses in judgment, execution and/or positioning — 
even momentary ones — lead to goals against. 

“He’s getting better every game,” said Bryan Helmer, the Bears’ vice 
president of hockey operations. “Offensively, he doesn’t belong in this 
league. Defensively, he’s got areas he can get better at. 

“But he’s a game-changer. You can see some of the things he does in 
games and in practice. It’s fun to watch him in practice because he’s not 
afraid to do anything.” 

Milano said his reputation for being a one-dimensional player isn’t 
entirely fair, though he did acknowledge that there’s room for 
improvement in certain areas. 

“I’ve had that reputation since I was a rookie, which was 19. I’m 26 now. 
I’ve learned how to play defense,” he said before conceding: “I need to 
prove that I can make the smart, simple plays and hold onto pucks down 
low. I need to prove that I’m a complete player and not just someone who 
can score.” 

So, when is he going to get a shot in Washington? That’s not clear at the 
moment. 

He’s a skilled player who probably needs to play on the top two lines in 
order to excel, and right now there’s no obvious need. Even if T.J. Oshie 
misses time — he left Saturday’s game in Nashville with a lower-body 
injury — they’ve got Connor McMichael and Joe Snively waiting for an 
opportunity. 

Milano could also get promoted if and when the Caps decide to send 
McMichael to Hershey for additional seasoning. The 21-year-old has 
appeared in only one of Washington’s first nine games. 

There are no guarantees, though. It’s on Milano to force management’s 
hand. 

So far, he seems determined to do exactly that. 

“They just told me to play my game and I’m going to get a chance,” he 
said. “It’s my job to get myself ready for that.” 
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Inside the NHL: After Halloween game, November schedule is looking 
awfully scary for Sabres 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

The Sabres will spend Halloween on Monday night chasing ghosts of last 
season when they host the Detroit Red Wings, a team that beat them in 
all four meetings last season with three of the games going to overtime. 

October has gone well thus far, with plenty of glimpses of how March and 
April went and the emergence of Rasmus Dahlin as a legitimate Norris 
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Trophy-level defenseman. But we've seen this before, too: In their last 
four Octobers, the Sabres enter Monday with a 25-11-5 record.  

The real challenge is going to be November. And that's been a massive 
problem in seasons past. 

And what's coming up in November of 2022? Have you checked the 
Sabres' schedule? They host Pittsburgh on Wednesday and then play an 
arduous back-to-back Friday in Carolina and Saturday in Tampa Bay. 

The rest of the November home slate: Arizona, Vegas, Boston, 
Vancouver, St. Louis, New Jersey, Tampa Bay. On the road: Ottawa, 
Toronto, Montreal and Detroit. 

And just for good measure, who is the opponent at home on Dec. 1? 
Defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado. 

We learned a few things about the Sabres in October. But there are no 
conclusions to be made until we see what happens in the next month. 

"Definitely a tough part of the schedule coming up. We've got every other 
day until we play back to back on the road," captain Kyle Okposo noted 
after Saturday's spellbinding overtime victory over Chicago. "So we've 
got to hunker down and play some good hockey. I don't think there's any 
easy nights in this league. You look at what we did out West and we beat 
a couple of Cup contenders you could say (Edmonton and Calgary). 

"Then we come home and lose to Montreal and have a tough game 
against Chicago. So if you're not on your game in this league, you're 
going to lose. There are good teams that we're facing coming up, so 
we've got to be ready for the challenge and it's going to be a fun grind 
next week for sure." 

"There are a lot of top teams coming up. but let's not discredit the teams 
we just played either because it's the NHL," said coach Don Granato. 
"You're not ready to play, you're going to have a tough night. So I think 
we're well prepared in that regard from the teams we played that they will 
come at you. Our biggest challenge right now is we have a very young 
defense." 

The Sabres have been using a roster of 14 forwards and seven 
defensemen and you wonder if they're going to switch that to 13-8. They 
put center Riley Sheahan, who has yet to play in a game, on waivers 
Sunday and you wonder if another move on defense is imminent.  

Mattias Samuelsson is out for several weeks and the Sabres are hoping 
Henri Jokiharju can resume skating as soon as late this week. Ilya 
Lyubushkin, who has been nursing an injury, couldn't answer the bell for 
Saturday's game after taking the morning skate and didn't play. If he's out 
for any length of time, that's half of your front line defense down. 

"When you had Sammy, Joki and Ilya in there, you don't have to do a lot 
of teaching in between games, you don't have to do a lot of coaching in 
between games," Granato said after the Chicago win. "They're a little bit 
on autopilot. Now with five younger defensemen in there, it's a lot in 
between games. We'll take this video and it's extremely important. 
There's a lot of things that we can pull from that, that we just have to get 
better at." 

The Sabres were not nearly hard enough on the puck in their own end at 
times vs. Chicago and risk getting crunched in their own end the next two 
weeks against the Penguins, Hurricanes, Lightning, Golden Knights and 
Bruins. It seems as if the status of Jokiharju and Lyubushkin will 
determine if General Manager Kevyn Adams has to seek outside help or 
will simply look within. Given the schedule ahead, the Sabres aren't going 
to survive this month if all three of their injured defensemen end up with 
long-term ailments. 

"By virtue of our age going into the third period, we need these situations 
to help our guys advance and learn," Granato said. "Finding a way to win 
this is great today and finding a way to win is what we need to learn how 
to do. So a good night there, and we need to definitely progress on the 
back end because there's a lot of unfamiliar guys." 

Challenge was the right idea 

No one has any idea what goalie interference is anymore. When Granato 
challenged the Blackhawks' first goal Saturday night, he had to be close 
to certain it was getting called back because you're not going to give up a 
goal – and go short-handed for delay of game on an iffy challenge. 
Andreas Athanasiou chased a loose puck into the crease and seemed 
OK in doing so but clearly pushed Anderson's glove out of the way with 
his stick in a move that impeded the goalie's ability to make a save. It 
was hard to believe how that goal was allowed to stand. 

Chicago ties it up, 1-1 ...failed GI challenge #LetsGoBuffalo #Blackhawks 
pic.twitter.com/OWB9JQgqJC 

— Buffalo Hockey moments (@SabresPlays) October 29, 2022 

"We can't not challenge," Granato explained. "We want guys to play 
aggressive, play assertive. As a coach, you can't stand there and not 
protect your goalie and not challenge. We felt there was enough there 
and you leave it up to to the guys who do it every day and you live with 
the decision." 

The NHL War Room got Chicago's offside challenge right in the first 
period, ruling Casey Mittelstadt was in the zone just before the puck. 
Fifteen seconds later, Victor Olofsson scored. Still say there should be a 
time limit. If you can't possess the puck in, say, 10 seconds after an 
offside, you're out of luck. One other quibble on that play was no replay 
was ever showed to fans on the arena TinkerToy, er, Jumbotron. Memo 
to Sabres: The paying customers can't have an inferior experience to 
folks sitting on their couches. 

Sabres Blackhawks Hockey 

Pens flamed out on same Western trip 

Social media lost its mind when the Sabres dared to lose in Seattle on 
Tuesday on the final game of a four-game road trip when they had 
already won in Edmonton, Calgary and Vancouver. Buffalo fans who 
continue to confuse an 82-game hockey season with a 17-game NFL 
season can use this for perspective: The Penguins went 0-4 on the same 
trip, scoring just six goals in the four games and one apiece in Calgary, 
Vancouver and Seattle. 

The Flying Crosbys might be in a very ornery mood here Wednesday if 
their home game Tuesday night against Boston goes badly. Speaking of 
the Bruins, old friend Linus Ullmark has started 6-0, 1.70/.945 in the 
Boston net, making new coach Jim Montgomery look awfully smart so 
far. 

Around the boards 

• When stats lie: The play by play of Saturday's game said Mittelstadt lost 
the opening faceoff of overtime to Jason Dickinson and I guess that's 
because the Chicago player drew the puck slightly behind him. But 
Dahlin immediately grabbed it with no Hawk nearby and Chicago never 
got it back, with the Sabres winning on Olofsson's goal. That's a major 
faceoff win in reality, no matter what the stat sheet says. 

• According to the NHL, Dahlin (No. 1 in 2018) and Owen Power (No. 1 in 
2021) are just the second pair of defensemen taken with the top spot in 
the draft to play together. The first came in 1992-93, when Rob Ramage 
(No. 1 overall in 1979) and Roman Hamrlik (No. 1 overall in 1992) played 
50 games together with the expansion-year Tampa Bay Lightning. 

• A part of the schedule I hate is the fact the Sabres and Toronto play nly 
three times this year, just once in Buffalo. Same for Calgary and 
Edmonton: Saturday's meeting was already their second and they don't 
lay at all after Dec. 27. The Rangers and Islanders also are only meeting 
three times and none after the New Year. Terrible. 

Seems like a simple solution here. The league should make protected 
rivalries within divisions that never play three times and always play four. 
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NHL99: Marián Hossa’s natural talent made him a star, his drive made 
him a Hall of Famer 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Max Bultman 

12-16 minutes 31/10/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

It took just seconds from the first time Chicago Blackhawks captain 
Jonathan Toews lifted the Stanley Cup for him to begin looking for where 
to hand it next. Amid a crowing of “woos” from his Blackhawks 
teammates that night in Philadelphia in June 2010, NBC microphones 
picked up a question being exclaimed on the ice. 

“Where’s Hoss?!” 

Marián Hossa was, in fact, standing right next to the captain. And the 
Cup was finally about to be his. 

Other Blackhawks had certainly waited and wished for the Stanley Cup, 
even on a generally young team. But no one’s wait had been quite like 
Hossa’s. Two seasons prior, he had been traded at the deadline to the 
up-and-coming Penguins, for whom he turned in an electrifying playoff 
run that came up two wins short against the Red Wings. He had followed 
that up by joining the champion Red Wings that following season, helping 
them to another trip to the Cup final only to lose in seven to the Penguins 
team he had just left. 

Going into his third straight final in 2010, then, one can only imagine what 
was going through Hossa’s head. 

“Lots of what ifs,” he recently told The Athletic. 

But when Toews turned and handed him the Cup, there was no more 
waiting or wondering. Hossa was a champion. And he wasn’t done. 

Hossa and those early-2010s Blackhawks teams quenched their 
championship thirsts with a firehose, winning the Cup twice more, in 
2013 and 2015. 

“Every one was special,” he said. “But the first one was the toughest 
one.” 

This is the Hossa lore you know — the climax of his storied career. He 
would have gone down as one of the greats of his era regardless of 
whether that Cup had ever found him, but having his name enshrined on 
it nonetheless cemented his legacy. 

The No. 12 pick in the 1997 NHL Draft, Hossa was a big, fast winger with 
dynamic scoring ability — a package rare enough that he may never 
have needed to be anything else in the NHL. 

“To me, one of the most beautiful, powerful skaters that the game had,” 
former Detroit teammate Kris Draper said. “Those first couple strides — 
unreal, the way he could create separation.” 

“He was big, and I remember him using (it) and protecting the puck while 
using his body,” said Todd McLellan, who coached against Hossa 
throughout his prime. “(He had) those skills, and then he had vision and 
the shot and everything else that went with it.” 

In 1,309 NHL games, spanning 19 seasons, Hossa scored 525 goals and 
1,134 points. Those numbers alone may well have gotten him into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. But that wasn’t enough for him. He also became a 
premier defensive winger, finishing in the top 20 of Selke Trophy voting 
10 times. 

“Sometimes we all think like, ‘OK, I’m working as hard as I can work,’” 
said Mike Yeo, who coached Hossa in Pittsburgh. “But Player A and 
Player B, they quite often have a different definition of what working hard 
is. And he’s that guy, I think, that he just showed everybody else that 
there’s another level of work to your game.” 

That marriage of rare physical tools, and equally uncommon drive, 
ultimately led to Hossa’s placement at No. 83 on The Athletic’s list of the 
NHL’s 100 greatest players of the post-expansion era. But it doesn’t 
answer the impossible question of what pushed someone who already 
could do so much, to keep driving harder — especially on the decidedly 
unglamorous defensive side of the puck. 

“It’s just in him,” hypothesized former Pittsburgh teammate Ryan Malone. 

When the news reached the Penguins in late February 2008 that the 
team had traded for Hossa, it sent a loud message within an organization 
that had won only one playoff game since 2001. 

“It was like, ‘Oh man, we’re going for it,’” Malone said. “That’s when, like, 
it hit me: ‘We’re going for a Stanley Cup.’” 

Hossa was coming off a 43-goal, 100-point season the year before in 
Atlanta, and four straight seasons at or above 80 points. He was one of 
the game’s elite. 

“His speed was amazing,” Sergei Gonchar said. “If you think about it, he 
was so powerful and strong on his skates, he was like a horse. So hard 
to knock him (off) the puck. One of those guys that you’re going to have 
to be really in the perfect position to make sure he’s not taking advantage 
of you. Otherwise (he’s) either going to skate by you or use his body to 
protect the puck, and you’re not going to get anything.” 

Early on in his career, playing for Jacques Martin with the Senators, 
Hossa said he “learned right away, pretty much, to play defense.” 

Certainly, his speed and size gave him the attributes for it. But a big part 
of defending is commitment, and not every offensive star — no matter 
how tooled-up — wants to devote their efforts to that side of the puck. 

The Penguins, though, saw it quickly with Hossa. Gonchar remembers 
watching video in which Hossa wouldn’t be in the picture as the other 
team carried the puck up the ice. If he was out of the frame, it stood to 
reason, he wasn’t going to catch up to the play. 

“And next thing you know, Hossa’s coming back and he’s lifting the stick 
and grabbing the puck and going (the other) direction,” Gonchar said. 
“It’s how fast he was, but also how dedicated he was to (doing) the back 
checks and help people on the defensive side.” 

“Man, he backchecked like a dog,” Malone said. “Like he was hounding it 
just as hard — if not harder, I felt like almost — backchecking. That was 
the one thing that stood out right away.” 

“He was the kind of guy that’s just sort of a coach’s dream,” Yeo said. 

That reputation was evident in the fact Hossa had appeared on at least 
some ballots for the Selke Trophy, awarded to the league’s top defensive 
forward, in three of the four seasons before the Pittsburgh trade. 

And his arrival indeed had the intended boost: The Penguins stormed 
through the first three rounds of the playoffs, going 12-2 on a blistering 
run to the final. 

Which makes it all the more surprising to hear Hossa say he felt the 
biggest turning point in his 200-foot game didn’t come until a season 
later, when he arrived in Detroit. 

“When I started playing with Pavel Datsyuk,” Hossa said. 

Hossa considered Datsyuk the best 200-foot player in the league at the 
time, and while there is ample evidence that Hossa was already climbing 
those ranks himself, playing on a line with Datsyuk created an 
opportunity for Hossa to take his own game to an even higher level. 
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The two would play a simple game of keep-away after practices. Inside a 
circle, each player would have one puck. The object of the game was to 
protect your puck, with control inside the circle, while stealing the 
opponent’s puck. 

“No one’s better than Pavel Datsyuk at that,” former Detroit teammate 
Dan Cleary said. “I’ve done it with Pavel many times. It’s exhausting. You 
have no idea. Like I’d be just dying, and Pav wouldn’t even be breaking a 
sweat. But Hoss would go over and play, and those guys, I mean — their 
strength on their stick is just unbelievable.” 

“I didn’t get invited into that game,” Draper joked. “But it was unreal.” 

Hossa said he picked up little tricks from Datsyuk and started “loving it, to 
(steal) the pucks from behind.” In that way, perhaps Detroit can be seen 
as a sort of graduate school for a player who was already among the 
sport’s best but who hadn’t found his way to that elusive Cup. 

By playing with players such as Draper and Nicklas Lidstrom, as well as 
Datsyuk and fellow 200-foot force Henrik Zetterberg, Hossa was getting 
an intimate look at how the sport’s other greats found that extra edge. He 
took pride in the shape he got himself into in order to play the full ice at 
his high level. 

“I learned it from them: It’s not enough,” Hossa said. “You still have to 
work even harder. In that case, I was able to skate back and forth as 
hard as possible, so I was in great shape to backcheck as hard, stealing 
the pucks and get new chances to (play) offense. And Pavel showed me 
how to do it. I learned quite a bit from them. I already had some touch 
before, but that year really helped me, and that year (gave) me so much 
to bring to the young Chicago team.” 

Chicago is where Hossa really began to cement his legacy as one of the 
game’s best two-way forwards, creating offense from his defensive 
instincts and impacting defense with his world-class offense. 

“He played the game with such a great conscience on the defensive side 
of things that it led to so many opportunities for him offensively,” Yeo 
said. “And then his skill would just take over from there.” 

It’s a give-and-take relationship with and without the puck that few 
wingers commanded more than Hossa, exemplified perfectly at a time 
when “puck-possession hockey” was at the forefront of the game’s 
lexicon. That really began with Datsyuk’s Red Wings, and Hossa brought 
that knowledge over to a soon-to-be dynastic Blackhawks team. 

There’s a very good reason why Hossa was quick to credit Datsyuk and 
company for molding his defensive game, and it bears out in the 
numbers. 

One of Datsyuk’s most coveted skills was his ability to take pucks away 
from opponents, seemingly at will. Big or small, fast or strong — it didn’t 
matter. After Hossa left the Wings in 2009, Datsyuk led all players with 
4.4 takeaways per 60 minutes (at five-on-five) over the remainder of his 
career, nearly one full takeaway better than the next-best player. Only 
eight other players averaged three takeaways per 60; Hossa was one of 
them at 3.1 per 60, ranking seventh in the league and tied for first among 
wingers with Jamie Benn. In the two seasons before that, Hossa was at 
2.2 per 60, ranking 71st. 

That manifested into tangible on-ice results. 

Year after year, the Blackhawks limited chances with Hossa on the ice, 
and they were even better at making sure those pucks didn’t end up in 
the back of the net. In Hossa’s eight seasons in Chicago, the team 
averaged roughly 58 percent of the goals and 55 percent of the expected 
goals, with the difference coming defensively. During his tenure, 
opponents mustered only 1.89 goals per 60 with Hossa on the ice, the 
eighth-best mark over that timespan. 

Along with Datsyuk, Hossa was part of an elite group of forwards who 
were on the ice for fewer than two goals against per 60, joining 18 other 
forwards that included elite contemporaries such as Patrice Bergeron, 
Anze Kopitar and Joe Pavelski. Generally speaking, it’s highly unlikely 

that any winger could influence goals against, but Hossa may just be the 
exception to the rule for his era. 

For eight straight seasons, the Blackhawks allowed fewer goals against 
with Hossa on the ice, even if the expected goals against didn’t quite line 
up. Overall, Chicago shaved 0.25 goals against per 60 with Hossa on the 
ice, the 10th-best mark in the league, although none of the nine players 
above him played tough minutes like Hossa did. 

Hossa had that talent in him but his Chicago years unleashed his full 
potential. 

“Just great two-way player,” Patrick Kane said. “Created a lot of 
momentum just from — maybe sometimes he would backcheck, strip a 
guy and then it was like, ‘OK, Hossa’s really going to go tonight, he’s 
flying again.’ But he did that all the time, and it was special to watch.” 

All of that was while adding incredible offense with 415 points over 534 
games as a member of the Blackhawks. Chicago made the playoffs 
every season with Hossa and has made it back only once since his 
retirement (the bubble year, when the league let 24 teams into an 
expanded postseason while Chicago was actually in last place in the 
Central Division). 

“I think it shows how important he was, just the success we had with him, 
and kind of what’s transpired without him over the last little while,” Kane 
said. 

It’s no coincidence that Chicago’s defensive numbers in particular were a 
root cause of the team’s downfall, declining aggressively in the years 
since Hossa’s retirement. In 2016-17, his final season, the Blackhawks 
allowed 1.99 goals against per 60 at five-on-five and 2.36 expected goals 
against per 60. The following season, those numbers jumped to 2.63 and 
2.62 respectively, both of which were right around the league’s bottom 
five. The team’s tumultuous defensive performance has only become 
worse since. 

Chicago’s defensive downward spiral is not all because of Hossa — 
there were other big changes made that summer — but his absence has 
been felt the largest relative to the team’s contending window. 

His impact on the team, at both ends of the ice, was massive. 

That’s why, in addition to coming up just short in previous years, Hossa 
was the perfect choice for Toews to pass the Cup to first in 2010. And it’s 
a big reason Hossa and the Blackhawks kept on winning it in the years 
that followed. 

“He’s all-world,” Cleary said. “Just all-world person. Just blessed with 
talent, and he worked his a– off.” 
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NHL weekend rankings: Are the Devils a powerhouse? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

13-17 minutes 31/10/2022 

 

Two weeks ago, in the first edition of these rankings, I had the Devils in 
the bottom five. It didn’t feel like an off-the-board pick, given they were 
coming off a 63-point season, they hadn’t made any truly significant 
moves in the offseason, and had started the year 0-2-0 while losing by 
identical 5-2 scores to a pair of non-playoff teams in the Flyers and Red 
Wings. 
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Hey, remember when I prefaced that column with a half-dozen caveats 
about it being too early? That Devils ranking may have been too early. 

That’s because right now, we have to consider the possibility that the 
Devils are good. Not “better than the trainwreck we expected” good, but 
legitimately good. Playoff good? Yes. Something more than that? Well… 
maybe? 

I’m not sure, and I’m not completely sold. But I keep seeing very smart 
people point to the Devils as a team to look out for. And that was even 
before the weekend, which kicked off with a 1-0 win over the Avalanche 
and finished with a 7-1 blowout over the Blue Jackets where the score 
may have somehow flattered Columbus. 

This is typically the part where we’d point to PDO and start using words 
like “unsustainable.” But the Devils’ PDO is down in the .950s, which 
suggests that they could actually be even better than their results say 
they are. The expected goals numbers agree. Every warning signal on 
the “watch out for these guys” dashboard is blinking hard right now. 

So did I miss the boat here? Or is this a case of an early-season hot 
stretch raising expectations for a team that doesn’t deserve it? I’m still 
not sure, but let’s use this week’s random top five to see if we can get 
any closer to figuring it out. 

Top five things worth noting with the Devils 

5. They’ve had an easy schedule to start the season – Other than the 
Avalanche, the only 2022 playoff team the Devils have played so far has 
been the Capitals, and they lost that game 6-3. We’ll get a better look at 
them against high-level competition over the next week or so; once 
they’re done with Vancouver tomorrow, they’re on to Edmonton and then 
a weird home-and-home with the Flames. 

4. We’ve always known they’d be good if the goaltending was good – 
Hopefully this isn’t too technical for the average fan, but here’s the 
analytics view: 

Yeah, that makes sense. And it was true last year too, when the Devils 
had playoff-worthy underlying numbers at 5-on-5 but just couldn’t get a 
save. Their answer to that problem was to bring back Mackenzie 
Blackwood and pair him with a guy who couldn’t win the starter’s job in 
Washington, which didn’t seem ideal. That led to people like me 
assuming the goaltending still wouldn’t be all that good. 

3. The goaltending still hasn’t been all that good – Yeah, that’s the part 
that has to be both discouraging for Devils fans and terrifying for 
everyone else. Blackwood and Vitek Vanecek are combining for a save 
percentage under .900 on the year, even after a one-goal weekend. It 
turns out that when you’re generating almost 70% of the expected goals, 
decent goaltending is pretty much optional. And if either guy heats up… 
lookout. 

Top teams by 5 on 5 expected goal % going into Saturday  

2. They’re doing this without the big Jack Hughes breakout (yet) – If 
you’d told us that we’d be raving about the Devils at any point during the 
season, you’d probably have assumed that Hughes was a big part of it. 
He’s been good this year, but he’s not the story in New Jersey. Instead, 
it’s been Jesper Bratt who’s carrying the offense, to the tune of 15 points 
in nine games. Which makes you wonder what happens if that fourth-
year Hughes breakout actually happens. 

1. Maybe Lindy Ruff is better at this than we thought – Ruff was near the 
top of just about everyone’s “first coach to be fired” lists. I even gave you 
a specific date. But it turns out the veteran coach missed the memo 
about being a lame duck who was just keeping the seat warm for Andrew 
Brunette, and maybe it’s time to start giving some credit to the guy 
behind the bench here. 

So yeah, I’m still not sure exactly where I’m at with this team in terms of a 
long-term view. For what it’s worth, the other rankings only had New 
Jersey at 15, and that’s the list that’s more responsive to streaks and 
swings. Devils fans, help me out here. Did I whiff on this team in the 

offseason and miss a sleeping giant, or is this just a rebuilding team 
going through a phase? 

Either way, it won’t shock you to learn that the Devils didn’t crack the top 
five. Let’s find out who did… 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

As of this writing, there’s still no official word on Jake Oettinger. The 
Stars goalie left Saturday’s game with a lower-body injury, and at this 
point we haven’t heard whether this is minor or something more. It goes 
without saying that that will be huge for a Dallas team that was off to a 
strong start. Oettinger has picked up where he left off in last year’s 
playoffs, and any sort of extended absence would be an early game-
changer. 

5. Vegas Golden Knights (8-2-0, +15 true goals differential*) – Vegas 
becomes our first 2022 non-playoff team to ascend to the top five, taking 
the Penguins’ spot after a rough week that ended with an embarrassing 
loss to the Canucks. They absolutely speed-bagged the Jets last night, 
and despite a ridiculous night from Connor Hellebuyck, got the overtime 
win. 

If this loss doesn’t humble Penguins, I don’t know what will. This is fast 
becoming arguably worst road trip of Crosby/Malkin era. Early gut-check 
game in Seattle on Saturday. 

4. Calgary Flames (5-2-0, +4) – The win over the Penguins was 
impressive. Saturday’s loss to the Oilers, not so much, especially with not 
even getting a point in a game they led in the third. Still, they’ve got a 
chance to get back on track over the rest of the homestand. 

And yes, it should go without saying, I desperately wanted to come up 
with a way to rank them number two. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (5-2-1, +3) – With just one regulation win in their 
last five, the Hurricanes are starting to wobble just a bit. This week brings 
Washington and Tampa, which is a good opportunity to re-establish 
themselves as the division’s best team. Until then, they’re fighting it out 
with the Devils and Flyers, just as we all predicted. 

2. Boston Bruins (8-1-0, +18) – They took the top spot in the Other 
Rankings, and while I’m not quite there yet, it’s impossible not to be 
thoroughly impressed by how easily the Bruins have rolled through 
October. With Brad Marchand back ahead of schedule and Charlie 
McAvoy still on the way, the outlook might still be pointing up. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (4-4-1, +1) – I made it clear early on that it would 
take a lot to knock the defending champs out of my top spot – everyone 
say it with me, long-term view, predict the eventual Cup winner, blah blah 
blah – but they’re testing me. Losing to the Devils, a week after losing to 
the Kraken, and doing it while knowing the captain will be out for months, 
and then blowing a 3-0 lead to lose to the Islanders in regulation… I 
mean, it’s not good. They’ve got a soft week with just a pair against the 
flat-lining Blue Jackets, and we’d expect them to flex a bit there. If not, it 
will be time to open this spot up to the rest of the league. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Florida Panthers – For a guy who drones on endlessly about 
taking the big-picture view, I sure didn’t wait long to bail on the Panthers 
as a top-five team. They cracked the list in week one, and that’s been it. 
Panthers fans might be thinking that a 120-point season apparently 
doesn’t get you as much respect as you might think. 

There have been times when the Panthers absolutely look like last year’s 
juggernaut. We saw it on Saturday against Ottawa, in a 5-3 win where 
the score undersold Florida’s dominance. It was a shooting gallery, with 
the Panthers racking up 58 shots. That’s tied for the second-most shots 
in a regulation game since 2018, and it came against an Ottawa team 
that had been gaining some confidence in their defensive play. 

So yeah, the scary side of the Panthers is still there. But we’ve also seen 
them lose to the Hawks and Flyers, as well as Boston and Tampa in their 
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only two games so far against last year’s Atlantic playoff cohort. They’ve 
yet to beat a playoff team, and with Aaron Ekblad out again and the 
goaltending still looking iffy, they just don’t feel like one of the five best 
Cup bets right now. That’s despite Matthew Tkachuk looking like he was 
worth the ransom they paid to get him. The Paul Maurice era has been 
fine. It just hasn’t been overwhelming. 

If this was a top ten, the Panthers are in there. I’m not quite sure what the 
number would be, but this is still a good team that has another gear to 
show us. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

In other injury news this week, the Flyers announced that Sean Couturier 
has had surgery and could be out for four months. That’s rough if not 
completely unexpected news for a team that continues to be a nice 
surprise. (Although maybe we should have seen this specific start 
coming.) 

Flyers last three seasons through eight games: 

2022-23 — 5-2-1 

2021-22 — 5-2-1 

2020-21 — 5-2-1 

5. Montreal Canadiens (5-4-0, even) – I can’t drop the only 32nd-place 
team in NHL history all the way out of the bottom five after just two 
weeks, but they’re hanging by a thread. Saturday’s win in St. Louis was 
flat-out impressive, pretty much exactly the sort of high-energy win you 
want to see from a young team. Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield both look 
great, and the goaltending has been a nice surprise. One more week, 
Habs fans, and if they keep looking competent then I just can’t hold a 
spot for you anymore. 

I'm starting to think the Habs aren't gonna land Connor Bedard. 

4. Chicago Blackhawks (4-3-2, +1) – The Hawks are in a similar position 
to the Habs, looking ready to scrap some preseason expectations with a 
solid start. They had a rough weekend that saw them blow a two-goal 
third-period lead in Buffalo to cough up a point, lose Seth Jones for three 
to four weeks with a thumb injury, and drop a shootout decision to the 
Wild, and all that adds up to giving us some cover to keep them in the 
bottom five for another week. But like the Habs, they can consider 
themselves on probation. 

3. San Jose Sharks (3-8-0, -10) – They seem to have turned the corner 
from their disastrous start, with a respectable three wins in their last six. 
That doesn’t mean that they’re good, though, and at some point, the 
season will shift to being about flipping assets for futures. Corey has a 
look at what that might involve. 

2. Anaheim Ducks (2-6-1, -19) – I thought they were one of the very 
worst teams in the league. Then they beat the Maple Leafs, so I guess 
that confirms it. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (2-5-1, -12) – The Mullett era has arrived, and Mark 
was there and had a fair take on the whole mess. At the risk of further 
splitting things down the middle: It’s not ideal, it’s not even close, but it’s 
also not completely unheard of and everyone is going to just try to make 
the best of it. It’s possible for something to both be embarrassing and a 
lot of fun. Honestly, most of us spend at least a decade of our social lives 
somewhere in that zone. The Coyotes will too for the next few years, and 
for now let’s just enjoy the novelty of all this in an era where so many 
other arenas seem like carbon copies of each other. 

Not ranked: Seattle Kraken – The Kraken spent most of last year in the 
bottom five. They haven’t appeared there yet this year. Progress? 

I’d say so. The Kraken are pretty clearly an improved team this year, 
sitting at 4-4-2 to secure a spot in the early-season wildcard zone. 
They’ve beaten the Avalanche and the Penguins, which is impressive, 

and lost to the Canucks and Ducks, which is not. The goaltending is 
awful again, but the offense has been good enough to cover some of 
that. Add it all up, and they look like a classic mushy middle team, a fake 
.500 quasi-contender. 

Is that better? Sure. Is it good enough? That’s where it gets tricky. Our 
perception of what realistic expectations look like for an expansion team 
are still all messed up by the Golden Knights, so it’s hard to say whether 
the Kraken are underachieving. Ron Francis certainly didn’t seem like he 
was trying to take any shortcuts when building his roster, so maybe this 
is about right, and the focus should be on the future. 

That future would seem to rest largely on rookies Matty Beniers and 
Shane Wright, and the results so far this year have been decidedly 
mixed. Beniers looks fantastic, at least in the offensive zone, with four 
goals and eight points through 10 games in a top-six role. Wright has just 
a single assist on the year, but the more confusing story is his usage – 
he’s been a healthy scratch on multiple occasions, and is barely playing 
when he does dress. You’d assume that means that he’ll head back to 
junior, but some reports out of Seattle have suggested that Francis 
doesn’t want that. If so, he might want to mention that to coach Dave 
Hakstol, because something’s out of synch here. 

They’re on the road this week for a tough trip through Calgary, Minnesota 
and Pittsburgh, so we’ll continue to get a sense of what exactly this team 
is in the short term, and maybe, who’ll get to continue being a part of it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Dreadful road trip shows Maple Leafs GM Dubas has not 
built a Cup contender 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

October 31, 2022, 1:38 AM 

 

ANAHEIM — If you build a house with faulty materials, it will eventually 
come crumbling down in shambles. 

Morgan Rielly has been living within these comfy walls the longest. He 
has security for years and skill for days. He wants you to know that he 
believes. That another turnaround after another baby-food-soft start to 
the regular season is coming. 

With the Toronto Maple Leafs frequently playing like 20 strangers during 
this dismal losing skid out west, gifting goals and missing passes, Rielly 
framed Sunday’s Fragile Bowl as a litmus test for a room that has only 
known defeat when the stakes get high. 

“This is a great opportunity for our team to prove our character, to 
compete, and to respond," Rielly proclaimed, following Saturday’s defeat 
by the Kings. 

“We know that we have better in us. It's about time we start showing it,” 
echoed Alexander Kerfoot. 

The 32nd-place, one-win, rebuilding Ducks were being served up on a 
platter. And the supposedly high-flying Maple Leafs failed to make à 
l’orange, losing 4-3 in overtime. 

Does that mean Rielly lacks character? No. 

It means his general manager has constructed a hockey team with not 
nearly enough of it. 

Yes, the Maple Leafs will dig out of this hole, maybe as early as 
Wednesday against a tired and injury-riddled Philadelphia Flyers team. 
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Their shooting percentage will improve, and their high-end skill will find 
more nets. 

But after 10 games, after going 4-4-2 and deserving each of their six 
losses to teams that never made or survived Round 1 last spring, we’ve 
seen enough to say this roster ain’t it. 

As currently constructed, the Maple Leafs may reach the playoffs — but 
they won’t scare anyone when they get there. 

Can a big trade or desperate change behind the bench make a 
difference? 

Head coach Sheldon Keefe is scrambling out of pocket. 

He’s tried the whip, the callout, the walk-back, and the shake-up. 

Each night brings scrambled lines, uneven pairings, and sloppy results. 

As these losses to supposed lesser-lights mount, the coach has flipped 
from taskmaster to encourager. He’s dealing with a wounded animal. 

After his group coughed up a 3-1 lead Sunday — and got lucky with a 
curiously successful goalie interference challenge — Keefe mentioned 
the difficulty of playing a back-to-back. He said he saw positive moments 
to build on. He referred to the return of young Timothy Liljegren (off 
hernia surgery) and journeyman Jordie Benn (groin) as reasons for 
optimism. 

Earlier in the trip, the coach noted that the Leafs have been seeing the 
very best from their opponents this season. As if Toronto’s players are 
not allowed to also provide their best, too. 

The man is grasping at straws. 

Once Anaheim mounted its third-period rally, off a Mitch Marner turnover, 
Keefe burned his timeout with a 3-2 lead and 11 minutes on the board to 
deal with a delicate group psyche. 

Then the Ducks went out, outworked the Leafs, and popped in two more. 

Keefe was asked if he’s concerned his job may be in jeopardy. 

“I'm just going to focus on what I can do here,” he replied, calmly. 

(Dubas was requested to speak publicly Sunday. That request was 
denied through Leafs p.r.) 

It’s becoming apparent that the coach cannot make lemonade here. 

Dubas has failed to provide him with the tools to build a legitimate 
contender. 

Calle Jarnkrok, Nicolas Aubé-Kubel, Zach Aston-Reese, Victor Mete — 
they’re cap-friendly, sure, but they’re not difference-makers. 

Big splash Matt Murray, like tough D-man Jake Muzzin, were known to 
be injury-prone in the summer. That prophecy has come true. 

AHL goalie Erik Källgren has already started three of Toronto’s 10 
games. He’s lost them all. 

Dismiss this as old-school if you wish, but the Maple Leafs don’t have 
enough gritty, hard role players orbiting around their talented core. 

The frustrating thing is, they’ve had a bunch of them filter away due to 
economics or an inability to fit the vision. Nazem Kadri. Zach Hyman. 
Connor Brown. Ilya Lyubushkin. Mason Marchment. 

This is a one-note club, and when they can’t outscore their mistakes, all 
you’re left with are mistakes. 

Dubas sextupled down on his players and his philosophy in composing 
this team. Same plan expecting different results. 

So, here we are. Another lacklustre October in the books. 

But there is a concerning difference between 2021’s uneven start and 
this one. 

“There was probably some better performances inside of some of those 
(lost) games last year,” Keefe concedes, correctly. “We haven't looked 
like ourselves as much as we did during that period of time.” 

It’s not the coach’s fault, but there is an atypical urgency to solve this 
problem, which is eating a demoralized and disorganized dressing room. 

These thick walls of Maple Leafs HQ, they swear, are soundproof. They 
block out white noise. The people within stay the course and stick to the 
Shanaplan. Because, hey, on paper this should all work out just fine. 

“We started off a lot worse last year, and everyone tried to put shambles 
in our brain,” Marner says. 

“It's not going to happen with us.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Keefe’s spread-the-offence third line — William Nylander centring Nick 
Robertson and Denis Malgin — was designed to create a third wave of 
offence and take advantage of an easier depth matchup on the road. 

It worked to some extent, as the trio combined for Toronto’s lone even-
strength goal. 

• Poor Justin Holl is fighting it right now. He looks overwhelmed when the 
puck is on his tape. 

Partnering righty Holl with T.J. Brodie (the Leafs lefty most comfortable 
on the right) was an insulation move by Keefe. The coach was forced into 
retrying the risky Rasmus Sandin–Morgan Rielly duo as a result. And 
they fared well, finishing in the plus column. 

• Kerfoot is going to regret celebrating this non-goal instead of tapping it 
in: 

• Anaheim’s Mason McTavish has now played nine NHL games. His next 
one will burn a year of his entry-level contract. The 2021 third-overall pick 
is skating on the top line. We can’t see him getting sent down anytime 
soon. 

• I suppose if the Ducks' goal is to win the Connor Bedard sweepstakes, 
you simply stay the course. But Anaheim’s defending, special teams, and 
structure all look shaky. 

“We just want to get connected in our game. We show spurts of some 
good, and then a mistake can dismantle us,” coach Dallas Eakins told 
reporters of his fragile group. “We’ve had enough talk about it. We just 
need to put it into action now." 

Eakins is in his fourth sub-.500 season coaching this club. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets not at par with their own standards in OT loss to 
Golden Knights 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

October 31, 2022, 2:05 AM 

 

LAS VEGAS - Scott Arniel didn’t mince words and you can understand 
why. 

As happy as the Winnipeg Jets associate coach was that his team had 
just pulled off an escape-artist-esque effort in a 2-1 overtime loss to the 
Vegas Golden Knights, Arniel knew his team was doing something that is 
simply not sustainable - even with the sheer and utter heroics of goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck. 
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On a night where the Jets probably deserved to be blown out, they snuck 
out with a single point to give them five of a possible six on this three-
game road trip. 

But where the tidy 4-0 victory over the St. Louis Blues represented the 
template of what the Jets need to look like to be a team that remains in 
the thick of things in the Central Division, the rest of the week featured a 
lot of slipping back into old habits and not supplying anything close to a 
60-minute effort. 

As important it is to find a way to eke out points when a team didn’t have 
its best, the Jets didn’t meet the standard they’ve been trying to set for 
themselves when it comes to puck management or defensive structure. 

“Our goaltender had to stand on his head there for most of the evening. 
So, we'll take the points and get out of here,” said Arniel, whose team sits 
at 5-3-1 and is tied for top spot in the Central. “We’ve got some lessons 
to learn and continue to have to get out of some habits that we keep 
throwing at ourselves. Just the way we get started in games isn't good 
enough in this league, and the league’s only going to get tougher as we 
move forward. It's not going to be these coming-back games like we’re 
trying to do every night. So, just as a group, we're got to be a lot better. 

“Pretty much after the second period, it couldn’t get any uglier. We were 
better in the third, it wasn’t picturesque. Then in overtime, we had lots of 
chances as well and had the puck for most of it. We had one breakdown 
and obviously it was in the net.” 

That breakdown saw the Jets give Jack Eichel a little too much time and 
space and he drove hard to the net and stuffed home the puck on his 
forehand with six seconds left in overtime to help the Golden Knights 
improve to 8-2. 

Slow starts were an issue in each of the past three outings and while it’s 
a little early to be drawing sweeping conclusions, being badly outshot 
and outchanced and occasionally being outworked is basically a recipe 
for disaster. 

“We want to play a more complicated game than what we need to,” said 
Arniel. “You're on the road, you're in a hostile environment, that's the time 
you try to keep it as simple as possible. 

“We’ve been stressing it for nine games. It's not like teams are 
overpowering us because they're out-skilling us or outworking us, it's 
more we're turning pucks over and allowing the opposition to come at us, 
come at us, come at us.” 

So what do the Jets need to do to correct this issue, given how much 
time they’ve spent talking about it? 

“It’s attention to detail. We talk about it, we’ve done our homework on it, 
we’re prepared for it, it’s just a matter of execution,” said Jets 
defenceman Brenden Dillon. “(Hellebuyck) played fantastic and I think, 
credit to us for finding a way to get it to overtime. We know we can be a 
lot better than that. 

“Clearly we didn’t deserve to win that one. We found different ways to win 
the first two. (But) we have to be way better.” 

The recognition from the Jets that they’re not doing a good enough job of 
cleaning up the areas that were a priority going into the season is 
something that represents growth from this group. 

They know that they can't simply rely on Hellebuyck to do the majority of 
the heavy lifting, even if he’s clearly been the team's most valuable 
player through nine games and is covering up many of the mistakes that 
need to be sorted out. 

“I understand why he won the Vezina. He’s an outstanding goaltender,” 
said Arniel. “Just his instincts and the ability to read plays is second to 
none. We’re in October here, we don’t want to put him through this at this 
time of the year. We’re hoping that we can build our defensive game and 
our all around game, so that he doesn’t have to face so much rubber. At 
the end of the day, he is what he is. He’s an elite goaltender in this 
league.” 

Hellebuyck was under siege during the first two periods and did 
everything in his power to keep his team in the game. 

He did that - and then some, turning aside shot after shot to ensure it 
was much tighter than it should have been. 

His best save was a desperation special where Hellebuyck stuck out the 
paddle of his goal stick to absolutely rob Golden Knights defenceman 
Nicolas Hague, who thought he was going to put the puck into what was 
essentially an empty net. 

“That wasn’t luck at all,” Hellebuyck said with a smile. “Sometimes it’s 
good to have luck. You have to have luck to be good in this league.” 

Every guy benefits from a stroke of luck at times, but Hellebuyck has 
been dialled in through seven starts and has been showcasing his 
Vezina form with great frequency, serving notice that he deserves to be 
in the conversation with the best goalies in the NHL. 

With the Jets set to hit the 10-game mark on Thursday when they host 
the Montreal Canadiens, it’s clear that there are some habits that are 
proving to be difficult to overcome. 

While it’s too early to say it’s a disturbing trend, it’s also a pattern that’s 
been evident over the course of the past several seasons, it’s something 
the Jets absolutely have to be cognizant of before it officially becomes a 
problem. 

On the flip side, despite forward Nikolaj Ehlers having missed seven 
consecutive games with a lower-body injury (and not skating at all during 
this road trip), sniper Kyle Connor still stuck on one empty net goal so far 
and with head coach Rick Bowness having been behind the bench for 
one of the nine contests, the Jets are still tied with the Dallas Stars for 
first place in the Central Division. 

Teams don’t put up banners for finding a way to battle through some 
early adversity, but putting points in the piggy back are just as important 
in October as they are in April.  

“Right now I know how important every single point is,” said Hellebuyck. 
“Halfway through the season we’re going to be looking at numbers and 
crunching to see who we need to beat and stuff like that. It’s important to 
get it now.” 

With that in mind, Arniel challenged his top players to find a way to play 
more of a direct game, like the one the units centred by Adam Lowry 
(who scored the lone Jets goal) and David Gustafsson delivered on 
Sunday. 

“Both the Lowry line and Gustafsson (line), they gave us zone time and 
kept simple, pushed pucks forward and got in after the puck and they just 
ate up some time for us,” said Arniel. “Again, our top players have to 
realize there’s a certain way (to play) in tough situations like this that 
we’ve all kind of got to look alike. Our lines have to look alike. Our bottom 
six did a good job of playing that way.” 

Once the top lines follow that formula with a bit more regularity, it will be 
much easier to get a handle on what kind of team the Jets actually have 
this season. 
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TEMPE, Ariz. — To the outside world, the art of the rebuild seems 
simple. 

Just lose as often as you can. That must be the best way to secure a 
high draft pick, right? 

Not so fast. 

There are multiple layers to this discussion, so let’s try to peel a few of 
them back. 

The topic of tanking can be a delicate one, especially for a league that 
prides itself on competitive balance and parity. 

So what of a team like the Arizona Coyotes, an organization that would 
clearly benefit from winning the sweepstakes for Connor Bedard, the 
consensus top pick for 2023 who is lighting up the WHL? 

And how does a team like this walk that fine line between trying to build a 
competitive culture, while still realizing that racking up losses and 
stockpiling future draft picks is probably best for them over the long term? 

Earlier this week, amid the hoopla of the opening of Mullett Arena, 
Coyotes general manager Bill Armstrong mentioned they were trying to 
follow in the footsteps of the Tampa Bay Lightning, while admitting that’s 
not exactly an overnight process. 

It’s easy to understand why the Coyotes would aim to become Tampa 
Bay West, if you will, when you look at the recent success enjoyed by the 
Lightning, including consecutive Stanley Cups in 2020 and 2021 and a 
third straight appearance in the final in 2022. 

Much of that success was built on a draft and development model that 
included a first-overall pick in sniper Steven Stamkos (2008), a second-
overall selection in defenceman Victor Hedman (2009), a 19th-overall 
find in goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy (2012,) and a second-round sleeper in 
Nikita Kucherov (2011), to name a few. 

Four superstars were among the 12 draft picks and additional three 
undrafted free-agent signings that came up in the Lightning system on 
that 2020 roster, the rest of it bolstered by trades — including shipping 
the third-overall pick in 2013 (Jonathan Drouin) to the Montreal 
Canadiens for defenceman Mikhail Sergachev — and adding heart and 
soul types like Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow in other deals. 

No, the Coyotes aren’t close to knocking on the door of competing for the 
Stanley Cup. 

They’re trying to find out what they have in house, while also looking to 
secure additional lottery tickets, both in the form of stockpiling draft picks, 
trading for college players now in the pro ranks, like Jack McBain and 
Nathan Smith, and hitting up the waiver wire for guys like defenceman 
Juuso Valimaki (a Calgary Flames first-rounder in 2017) and goalie 
Connor Ingram. 

“It’s a process for us and it moves slow,” said Armstrong. “When you’re in 
the rebuild, everybody wants it right now and sometimes you get really 
excited. There’s some highs and some lows. Our next step is to let our 
young players play that we drafted and make small little steps and move 
forward and see if we can make some trades before the end of the year 
and pick up some new pieces. We’re still in that mode and it’s going to 
take some time. 

“But you can see in the lineup right now, slowly but surely those young 
players are filtering in and they’ve had an impact for us early on.” 

Which brings us to the players currently on the Coyotes roster. How do 
they view things? 

“You don’t want to go into the season thinking it’s a rebuild, because 
when I think of a rebuild, I think people don’t care if you lose,” said 
Coyotes winger Zack Kassian. “As an athlete, you don’t like to lose and 
you want to compete every night and you want to try and win hockey 

games. That’s what our coaching staff is trying to implement as a group 
and as a culture.” 

Coyotes head coach André Tourigny recognizes the best way to move 
forward with this group is to instill a work ethic that serves as the 
baseline. He knows he doesn’t have the highest skill level, but there’s 
one thing he demands of this group and if that standard is not met, the 
ice time suffers. 

In short, accountability is critical when allowing those young players to 
get some on-the-job training while asking his veterans to set the proper 
example. 

“You need the talent, yes, but you need the right guys surrounding our 
young guys to show them the right way,” said Tourigny. “At our level, we 
reward the effort. If you work really hard, you will have an extra mulligan 
or two and if you’re not, you don’t have a mulligan. That’s the way I’ve 
always coached. I reward the hard work and that’s the first spot for me. If 
you work hard, I can work with you and try to help you.” 

Tourignay’s message seems to be resonating. 

“There’s a lot of teaching and a positive environment is important. We’re 
trying to grow as a group every day,” said Coyotes forward Nick 
Bjugstad. “Good things come from there. We’re not the most skilled 
group compared to some of these other teams, but we can bring it every 
night. That’s what we’re stressing.” 

An important part of that growing process is likely to include trading 
Jakob Chychryn for more pieces that will eventually pay dividends, but 
Armstrong said Thursday that the top-pairing defenceman suffered a 
setback in his recovery from a wrist injury he had off-season surgery to 
repair and is considered to be out week-to-week. 

“He’ll rejoin the team as soon as he gets cleared and be in practice,” said 
Armstrong. “We’re excited to get him back in the lineup because he’s a 
big piece for us.” 

So that situation is going to drag on a bit longer, since the Coyotes are 
looking for a substantial package in return. 

One of the interesting things about the early season results rolling in is 
that two of the other teams expected to be in the midst of the chase for 
last place, the Chicago Blackhawks and Montreal Canadiens, are off to 
strong starts, with the Blackhawks sitting at 4-3-1 and the Canadiens at 
5-4-0 after a 7-4 victory over the St. Louis Blues on Saturday night. 

That’s not to suggest those results are sustainable over the course of 82 
games, just to remind folks that it can be both an incredibly hard league 
to win in — and sometimes a hard league to lose in when you ask a team 
to put forth its best effort each and every night. 

Many players won’t be able to enjoy the rewards of those high draft picks 
and they’re constantly auditioning both for the Coyotes and 31 other 
teams as they look to extend their careers. 

“It’s hard going through the rebuild because your players are on the ice 
fighting for their lives,” said Armstrong. “They may not be here in three 
years. We try to focus, not on the Connor Bedard sweepstakes, but on 
our process behind the scenes, our coaching and our improvement, and 
that’s the way you have to dive into it because there is a lot of negativity 
that the losses can incur. It wears down the team, but our coaching staff 
has done a remarkable job at ignoring the noise and focusing in on 
getting better every single day. And when we do that as an organization, 
we keep our spirit alive and we keep fighting.” 

With a strong background in scouting, Armstrong also realizes that 
securing another high pick in the draft lottery could be a game changer. 

“The draft is exciting to watch, that’s been my bread and butter since 
being an executive in the NHL,” said Armstrong. “We get excited about 
the young players. There could be a really talented young player on the 
ice for us that could have a huge impact for us. We always keep our eyes 
on that.” 
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WHAT ABOUT THOSE GOALIE CONCERNS? 

Going into the new season, there was a lot of ink spilled over how the 
Vegas Golden Knights goaltending situation would hold up after the loss 
of Robin Lehner for the entire campaign after he underwent hip surgery. 

While it’s important to recognize the sample size remains small and it’s 
incredibly early, not only have the Golden Knights’ netminders not been 
an Achilles heel, they’ve been a strength. 

Logan Thompson, who carried the load down the stretch last season, is 
off to a fantastic start, going 4-2 while sitting fourth in the NHL in goals-
against average (1.67), fifth in save percentage (.943), and leading the 
NHL with two shutouts. 

Not only has Thompson been making the routine saves, but he’s 
currently sitting seventh in Goals Saved Above Expected (5.1), according 
to the folks at Money Puck. 

Adin Hill, who was acquired from the San Jose Sharks in late August for 
a fourth-round pick in the 2024 NHL Draft, has proven to be a valuable 
insurance policy as he’s won all three of his starts to date while posting a 
2.00 goals-against average and .935 save percentage. 

The Golden Knights are flourishing early under new head coach Bruce 
Cassidy, winning three games in a row to improve to 7-2 while leading 
the NHL in goals-against per game (1.78). 

Offensively, the Golden Knights have featured a balanced attack, with 
nine players recording five points or more, with the trio of Jack Eichel, 
Jonathan Marchessault and Chandler Stephenson tied for the team 
scoring lead with eight points. 

THE NEW IRON MAN 

On Tuesday against the Sharks, Golden Knights winger Phil Kessel 
surpassed Keith Yandle for consecutive games played at 990. 

Among the tribute messages that rolled in to praise Kessel was one from 
Baltimore Orioles legend and baseball Hall of Famer Cal Ripken, who 
knows a thing or two about a streak of this nature. 

Tourignay coached Kessel last season and joined the chorus earlier this 
week. 

“It couldn’t happen to a better human being,” said Tourignay. “Everybody 
who has been around Phil likes the guy. He’s smiling every day, he’s fun 
to be around and he always has something to say. Good for him. I’m 
happy for him and I’m hoping that he’s enjoying his time over there.” 

Kessel will now continue the push toward 1,000 and beyond. 

UPS AND DOWNS 

There’s no more mystifying start to this season than the one the St. Louis 
Blues have endured. 

With only three games spread out over 11 days to open the campaign, 
the Blues jumped out to an impressive 3-0 start, outscoring opponents 
11-5 (including a 2-0 victory over the Edmonton Oilers). 

But they dropped four consecutive games over a six-game span this past 
week and were outscored 20-7, with two of those losses coming within 
the Central Division (4-0 to the Winnipeg Jets and 6-2 to the Nashville 
Predators). 

That’s a stark contrast for a team that’s known to play a certain way and 
is so often committed to playing a sound defensive structure. 

According to Jim Thomas of The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, this is the first 
time since Craig Berube took over as head coach from Mike Yeo in 
November of 2019 that the Blues have lost four consecutive games in 
regulation time. 

THE WAITING GAME 

It’s that time of the season when many rookies on entry-level deals are 
approaching the 10-game mark that will trigger the first season of the 
contract. 

And while it’s still possible for a player to be returned to junior hockey 
after the 10-game mark, it’s not all that common. 

It can be an uneasy time for some of those young guys who are trying to 
secure a more permanent spot on the roster, but Coyotes 2021 first-
rounder Dylan Guenther seems to have a good handle on the proper 
approach to take for players in that situation. 

“I know it’s there, but it’s not something that I think about,” said Guenther, 
who has two goals and three points in six games after helping the 
Edmonton Oil Kings capture the Western Hockey League championship 
last season. “My mentality is just earn my next shift, earn the next game 
and just do whatever I can to help the team out there.” 
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