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Hurricanes goalie Frederik Anderson stuffs Alex Ovechkin, Capitals in 3-2 shootout win 
By Chip Alexander 

Andre Svechnikov scored his eighth goal of the season to 
even the score in the second period, and then won the game 
with a goal on the teams’ second attempt in the shootout to 
lift Carolina to a 3-2 win over the Washington Capitals on 
Monday at PNC Arena. 
Stefan Noesen also scored in regulation with a power-play 
goal for the Hurricanes (6-2-1), and Brent Burns added a 
shootout marker on the team’s first attempt.  
Dylan Strome and Ovechkin scored in regulation for the 
Capitals (5-4-1). Evgeny Kuznetsov scored in the shootout 
for the Caps, but Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen stuffed 
Ovechkin and Strome to preserve the win. 
Here are quick takeaways from the Hurricanes’ win: 
▪ Halloween nightmare moment for a goalie: the Caps’ 
Ovechkin getting the puck on an odd-man rush into the zone. 
The Canes’ Frederik Andersen did get a piece of the shot on 
the first-period play. 
▪ Bigger Halloween nightmare moment: Ovechkin loading up 
a power-play shot from the left circle. No. 8 didn’t miss in the 
second period, scoring career goal No. 785 in the second. 
▪ Make it eight goals in nine games for the Canes’ 
Svechnikov. No. 37 had an open net in the second and he 
didn’t miss, either, in tying the score 2-2. Only Edmonton’s 
Connor McDavid has more goals this season -- with nine -- 
than Svechnikov. 
Carolina Hurricanes right wing Andrei Svechnikov (37) 
celebrates after he put the puck past Washington Capitals 

goaltender Darcy Kuemper during the shootout period of an 
NHL hockey game Monday, Oct. 31, 2022, in Raleigh, N.C. It 
proved to be the winning goal. (AP Photo/Chris Seward) 
Chris Seward AP  
▪ At times, it didn’t seem like a Canes-Caps game with John 
Carlson, Nicklas Backstrom, T.J. Oshie and Tom Wilson all 
out for Washington. Same kind of grinding, big-boy hockey 
game, though. 
▪ Noesen has replaced Nino Niederreiter on the power play 
and been a disrupter around the net. Noesen, active all night, 
had a “Nino-like” goal in the first, getting a piece of a Burns 
shot from the point for a power-play goal and 1-0 lead. 
▪ Let’s all say it again: Defenseman Jaccob Slavin does so 
many things well in a game for the Canes. His stick work and 
positioning are elite. His sliding block on a Caps power play 
in the third period, with Andersen out of the net, keyed the 
penalty kill and kept it a 2-2 game. 
▪ Andersen said he likes a 3-on-3 overtime more than 
shootouts – “It’s really exciting and a better product,” he said 
– but did his part by stopping Ovechkin and Strome. 
Kuznetsov scored in the shootout after moseying his way in 
with the puck, almost in slow motion.  
“That might have been the slowest on me, for sure,” 
Andersen said. “He’s a good player, good hands. He made a 
nice move and got a quick shot off.” Finally. 
▪ The next time the Caps are in town to play the Canes, 
they’ll play it outside. That will be Feb. 18 in the NHL 
Stadium Series outdoor game at Carter-Finley Stadium. 
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Noesen, Svechnikov score, Hurricanes top Capitals in shootout 

By Cory Lavalette 
RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes still don’t look totally in 
sync. They still managed a way to get two points on 
Halloween. 
Stefan Noesen got his first goal with the Hurricanes, Andrei 
Svechnikov moved back into a tie for first in the NHL in goals 
and Carolina outdueled the Capitals in a shootout for a 3-2 
win in front of 16,211 Monday at PNC Arena. 
“It’s a little bit of a flip of a coin,” Hurricanes goalie Frederik 
Andersen said of the shootout. “But we were happy to get 
the two points. We don’t really care how they come but just 
stick with it and get the win.” 
After Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns and Capitals 
center Evgeny Kuznetsov opened the shootout with goals, 
Svechnikov scored on Carolina’s second try while Andersen 
(18 saves) stopped the next two Washington shooters to 
secure the win. 
The shootout came after a third period and overtime that was 
dominated by penalties. Both teams were called for 
embellishment minors on interference penalties that sent the 
game to 4-on-4 in the final 20 minutes, and then Carolina 
had a chances on the power play at the end of regulation 
and in overtime but couldn’t convert. 
“We’d like to score on the power play there at the end,” 
Brind’Amour said, “but not letting that affect the rest of our 
game, which was pretty solid, (was important).” 
Both teams’ power plays did connect earlier in the game. 
During the Hurricanes’ first man advantage of the night, 
Noesen put three shots on Capitals goalie Darcy Kuemper 
(33 saves) before setting up in front and tipping a Burns shot 
to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 4:27 of the first. 

“Honestly, just seeing a goal go in is always a good thing,” 
said Noesen, who had an AHL-best 48 goals for the Chicago 
Wolves last season but last scored in the NHL on March 5, 
2020. “I have my daughter here, so every time she comes — 
last year, I think, it was like 20 for 20. So I think we need to 
change her bedtime and get her here more often.” 
After Dylan Strome tied the game just 83 seconds into the 
second period, the Capitals’ power play put them ahead. 
Washington, even without four of its usual top power play 
players in Niklas Backstrom, Tom Wilson, T.J. Oshie and 
John Carlson, was able to get the puck to Alex Ovechkin for 
a one-timer and his 785th career goal at 8:57 of the middle 
frame. 
But Carolina responded. Paul Stastny, stationed in front of 
Kuemper, redirected a Martin Necas shot and the puck went 
right to Svechnikov, who whipped it in the open net to tie the 
game again at 15:42 of the second. 
It was the eighth goal of the month for Svechnikov, the most 
by a Hurricanes player in October since Eric Staal scored 
nine and Ray Whitney had eight in October 2017. They did it 
in 13 games to Svechnikov’s nine. 
Notes: Necas finished with two assists for his fourth 
multipoint performance in nine games this season. His 13 
points lead the team. … Brett Pesce was called for two minor 
penalties, just the third time in his career he has been guilty 
of two minors in a game. … The Hurricanes improved to 6-2-
1 on the season, while the Capitals are now 5-4-1. 
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Recap: Canes Take Shootout Win Over Caps 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - For a second consecutive contest the 
Carolina Hurricanes needed more than 60 minutes to earn a 
win, doing so Monday by way of a 3-2 shootout victory over 
the Washington Capitals. 
The Rundown 
The first period was one highlighted by special teams for 
Carolina, setting the tone with a power play goal and back-
to-back successful penalty kills. 
Stefan Noesen earned the Canes the game's first lead just 
4:27 in, redirecting a Brent Burns shot from the point.  
Burns, who entered the contest with goals in back-to-back 
games, extended his point streak to four games with the 
primary assist. 
Although they made it challenging on themselves, the Canes 
were able to take their 1-0 advantage into the middle frame 
after killing off penalties to both Brett Pesce and Stefan 
Noesen just 2:42 apart. 
They would not have the same fortune in the second period. 
Dylan Strome evened the affair just 1:23 into the second 
period, the first of two goals in the frame for Washington. 
Later in the stanza, while on the power play, Alexander 
Ovechkin put the visitors in front for the first time. 
As the third period inched closer and it looked as if Carolina 
would have to play from behind to close out regulation, 
another timely goal from a big name player early in the 
season evened the contest. 
Martin Necas, who also picked up a helper on Noesen's first 
as a Hurricane, threw a puck toward Darcy Kuemper in the 
Capitals' cage, one that sprung a rebound right into the lap of 
Andrei Svechnikov. #37 had a wide open net to shoot for and 
wouldn't miss, evening the contest at 2-2. 
The two sides would then play to a scoreless final period of 
regulation and overtime, necessitating the first shootout of 
the season for both sides. 
In the skills competition both Burns and Svechnikov were 
able to strike for Carolina and Frederik Andersen shut the 
door twice, finalizing a 3-2 victory for the home side.  

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his initial thoughts, post-game... 
"Everybody played extremely hard and I thought we played 
really well. The first ten minutes of the second period wasn't 

great, we had to kill two penalties in there and the flow 
couldn't get going, but I thought it was a hard-fought game. 
I'm really happy with it, to be honest with you." 
Brind'Amour continuing on his assessment of the contest... 
"We know how they're going to play and the game went 
exactly how we thought it would. I like that we stuck with 
what we were trying to do and didn't get away from it. 
There's things that could've been better, sure. I'd have loved 
to score on the power play [in the third period or overtime], 
but not letting that affect the rest of our game was pretty 
solid." 
Frederik Andersen when asked if it's difficult to get into a 
rhythm when only facing a total of 20 shots on goal... 
"Maybe a little bit. We had the puck a lot, that made it more 
tough for me. They didn't really fire a lot of easy ones at me, 
they were battling for their chances. They obviously got 
some on their power plays, but in terms of the rhythm, it's 
probably tougher on the players because some of them have 
to sit for longer. They've got to be out there at different times, 
on different times. But that's not something you can control, 
so you just have to deal with it." 
Bonus Notes 

 Frederik Andersen earned his fourth win of the year, 
turning away 18 of 20 tries from Washington. 

 Tonight was Martin Necas' third multi-point game in 
nine games this season. He, like Burns, also now 
has a point streak of four games, with this being his 
second four-game point streak of the season 
already. Four consecutive games with a point ties 
the longest stretch of his career. 

 Andrei Svechnikov is the second player in franchise 
history to score eight goals through 
Hartford/Carolina's first nine games of any 
campaign, joining Geoff Sanderson (1993-94). 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to be off on Tuesday and then 
return to practice Wednesday before taking off for Tampa. 
They'll then have their second back-to-back of the season, 
taking on the Bolts Thursday before coming home to take on 
the Sabres Friday.

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 1, 2022 

 

 

Svechnikov, Hurricanes defeat Capitals in shootout 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov scored his eighth goal 
of the season, and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
Washington Capitals 3-2 in a shootout at PNC Arena on 
Monday. 
Stefan Noesen also scored, and Frederik Andersen made 18 
saves for the Hurricanes (6-2-1), who have won three of their 
past four games. Martin Necas had two assists. 
Dylan Strome and Alex Ovechkin scored for the Capitals (5-
4-1). Darcy Kuemper made 33 saves. 
Brent Burns and Svechnikov scored in the shootout for 
Carolina. 
"We had the puck a lot," Andersen said. "I think that made it 
[tougher] for me. They didn't really fire a lot of easy ones. 
They were battling for their chances." 
Noesen's power-play goal made it 1-0 at 4:27 of the first 
period when he redirected Burns' shot from the left point for 
his first goal with the Hurricanes. 
"I kind of take pride in that," Noesen said. "It's something I 
work on all the time. I always want tips. It's something I love 
doing." 
The goal came on the first of six Carolina power plays. 
"They scored on their first opportunity, which is sometimes 
tough for the guys, but we dug in," Kuemper said. "[We] 
probably had a few more kills than we wanted to, but we 
were able to kill them off. That was huge tonight." 
Strome tied it 1-1 at 1:23 of the second period. Andersen 
stopped Nick Jensen's shot, but Strome got position on 
Sebastian Aho at the top of the crease to score on the 
rebound. 
"I was kind of alone in front of the net there with Aho, then 
tipped it a bit and it was just sitting there," Strome said. "It 
got us back into the game. Big goal at the time." 

The Capitals scored on the power play to take a 2-1 lead at 
8:57 when Erik Gustafsson set up Ovechkin for a short-side 
one-timer from the left face-off circle. 
Ovechkin's goal was the 785th career of his NHL career, 
bringing him to within one of Gordie Howe's (Detroit Red 
Wings) single-team goal record. 
Svechnikov, who also scored the winning shootout goal, tied 
it 2-2 at 15:42. Paul Stastny redirected a shot from Necas, 
and Svechnikov jumped on the rebound. 
He is tied for second in the NHL with eight goals; Edmonton 
Oilers center Connor McDavid has nine. 
"I thought it was a really hard-fought game," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I'm really happy with it. I like that we 
stuck with what we were trying to do and didn't really get 
away from it." 
Washington killed tripping penalties on Marcus Johansson 
with 1:55 left in regulation and Lars Eller at 2:09 in overtime. 
"I don't like the way the end of the game unfolded," Capitals 
coach Peter Laviolette said. "We didn't get a chance to win it. 
Then it got to the shootout and they were better than us in 
the shootout." 
The Capitals were without forward T.J. Oshie and 
defenseman John Carlson, who suffered lower-body injuries 
in a 3-0 win at the Nashville Predators on Saturday. Oshie is 
out indefinitely, while Carlson is day to day. 
NOTES: Evgeny Kuznetsov scored in the shootout for 
Washington. ...Laviolette won his 723rd game, passing Alain 
Vigneault for eighth on the NHL all-time list. … Ovechkin has 
99 points (47 goals, 52 assists) in 86 games against 
Carolina. ... Washington defenseman Matt Irwin was minus-1 
with one shot, four hits and one blocked shot in 11:00 in his 
season debut. … Burns has two goals and two assists in a 
four-game point streak. … Necas has six points (two goals, 
four assists) in a four-game point streak. 
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Svechnikov lifts Hurricanes over Capitals 3-2 in shootout 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov scored the 
winning goal in a shootout after tying the game in the second 
period, and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
Washington Capitals 3-2 on Monday night. 
Stefan Noesen also scored for Carolina in regulation. Martin 
Necas had two assists, and Frederik Andersen made 18 
saves. 
“I think we’re pretty resilient and play the game the right 
way,” Noesen said. 
Alex Ovechkin and Dylan Strome scored in regulation for the 
Capitals. Darcy Kuemper stopped 33 shots. 
It was the first shootout for both teams this season. 
Carolina’s Brent Burns and Washington’s Evgeny Kuznetsov 
converted to begin the tiebreaker, but Svechnikov had the 
only other tally. 
“Sometimes you’re on the right side of it and sometimes 
you’re not,” Capitals center Lars Eller said. 
Svechnikov is 7 for 13 career in shootouts, with five game-
deciding goals. 
“It’s a flip of a coin, but we have to be happy to get the two 
points,” said Andersen, who stopped Ovechkin’s shootout 
attempt. “We don’t care how they come.” 
Carolina won its second straight, including an overtime 
victory Saturday at Philadelphia. 
Washington’s Marcus Johansson took a penalty late in the 
third period, and Eller went to the box for two minutes in 
overtime. 
“It didn’t set up the way you wanted it to,” Capitals coach 
Peter Laviolette said. “We didn’t get a chance to win. It got to 
a shootout and they were better than us in the shootout.” 
Ovechkin converted on a second-period power play with a 
shot from the left side, notching his 47th goal in 86 career 
games against Carolina. 
Svechnikov got the Hurricanes even with 4:18 to play in the 
second. 
Noesen’s deflection of Burns’ shot on a power play produced 
the first goal 4:27 into the game. It was the first goal for 
Noesen with Carolina — he was playing his 10th game since 
joining the organization in the summer of 2021. 

Strome was relentless in front of the net and it paid off with 
his goal 1:23 into the second. 
There were two stretches of 4-on-4 action in the third period 
but neither ended with a goal. A tripping penalty on 
Johansson gave the Hurricanes a power play for the final 
1:55 of regulation. 
“I would love to score on the power play there,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Not letting that affect the rest 
of our game was pretty solid.” 
Washington entered overtime for the first time this season. 
Even with the extra five minutes, the Capitals had a season-
low 20 shots. 
“I don’t think there was anything wrong with the effort,” Eller 
said. “We had to fight in our own end. It’s just a fight to get 
(the puck) out sometimes.” 
CAPITALS HURTING 
Earlier in the day, the Capitals announced winger T.J. Oshie 
is out indefinitely with a lower-body injury. Oshie left in the 
first period of Washington’s victory at Nashville on Saturday 
night. The team said defenseman John Carlson, who also 
sat out at Carolina, is day-to-day with a lower-body injury. 
That meant defenseman Matt Irwin made his season debut 
and center Connor McMichael was in Washington’s lineup 
for just the second time this season. 
LET HER STAY UP 
Noesen had 48 goals for Carolina’s American Hockey 
League affiliate in Chicago last season. He said a common 
thread for his goal-scoring efforts has been the presence of 
his 23-month-old daughter at games. 
She attended Monday night. 
“I think we need to change her bedtime and get her here 
more often,” Noesen said. 
FAREWELL FOR A WHILE 
The Capitals and Hurricanes won’t meet again until mid-
February, with a Valentine’s Day game in Washington and 
then four nights later an NHL Stadium Series matchup 
across the street from the Raleigh arena at Carter-Finley 
Stadium. 
UP NEXT  
Capitals: Tuesday night at home vs. Vegas. 
Hurricanes: Thursday night at Tampa Bay. 
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Caps fall to Canes in shootout to cap back-and-forth affair 

By Matt Weyrich 

The Capitals and Hurricanes have played each other tough 
for years and Monday’s contest was no different as Carolina 
won 3-2 in a game decided by a shootout.T 

Washington fell behind 1-0 but battled back to take the lead 
behind goals from center Dylan Strome and winger Alex 
Ovechkin. After the Hurricanes answered, both teams 
grinded out another 20 minutes before the goaltenders 
stepped up in a scoreless overtime period. 
It came down to a shootout, which the Hurricanes needed all 
three shot attempts to win. Defenseman Brent Burns and 
winger Andrei Svechnikov provided the decisive tallies. 
Here are three takeaways from the Capitals’ shootout loss in 
Raleigh. 

Caps come out of the gate slow 

The Capitals were down both T.J. Oshie and John Carlson 
on Monday night and their play reflected it through the first 
20 minutes. 
Washington didn’t get its first shot off until 12:10 into the 
initial period, playing on its heels as the Hurricanes 
dominated puck possession. Oshie and Carlson both skate 
on the Capitals’ top power play unit and the early showings 
weren’t pretty: 0-for-2 in the period with one shot in four 
minutes. 
They would’ve allowed a shorthanded goal too had it not 
been for Darcy Kuemper. 
Carolina did get off to a 1-0 lead early in the period when a 
penalty by Aliaksei Protas gave the Hurricanes a power-play 
opportunity of their own. Winger Stefan Noesen fired a shot 
from the point that Kuemper never tracked down for his first 
goal of the year. 
Both sides start to exchange blows 

In true Halloween fashion, Washington came alive in the 
second period. It didn’t generate many scoring chances but 
making better use of the few it had. 
Dylan Strome tied the game up on a battle for a deflected 
puck that bounced off the pad of Hurricanes goaltender 
Frederik Andersen. Strome won the battle and got his stick 
on the puck quickly enough to fire it home for his first goal in 
six games. 
The Capitals then showed some life on the power play when 
Erik Gustafsson — playing the point in the place of Carlson 
— fired a pass over to Alex Ovechkin that he scored from his 
usual spot in the left circle. 
It was Ovechkin’s 785th of his NHL career, putting him one 
back of Hall of Famer Gordie Howe for the most by a player 
with one franchise. The tally was also Ovechkin’s 399th road 
goal, three behind Howe for the most in NHL history. 
Washington appeared to have all the momentum, but a lapse 
in coverage by the Capitals’ defense allowed winger Andrei 
Svechnikov to get wide open for a shot off a rebound. 

Kuemper stops them all in OT, falters in SO 

The Capitals and Hurricanes played a much more even 
game in the third. Carolina had several opportunities to put 
the game away including a power-play chance for the final 
1:55 of regulation, but Kuemper was stellar between the 
pipes to help Washington force overtime. 
He carried his unbelievable play into overtime, when a Lars 
Eller tripping penalty gave Carolina a 4-on-3 advantage that 
they couldn’t convert on. 
Kuemper finished the game with 33 saves on 35 shot 
attempts to will the contest to a shootout. However, both 
Burns and Svechnikov managed to beat him and gain 
Carolina an extra point toward the Metropolitan Division 
standings. 
The Capitals moved to 5-4-1 with the loss and 2-1-1 on their 
four-game road trip. They return home for the second leg of 
a back-to-back Tuesday against the Vegas Golden Knights. 
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Hurricanes Starting to Get the Brent Burns They Sought 

By Brandon Stanley 

There is always an adjustment period when a player joins a 
new club, especially when that player is 37 years old and 
joining just his third team in a long NHL career. This is even 
more likely going from a team like the San Jose Sharks — a 
gritty, grind-games-out squad that has been struggling for the 
last few seasons — to the Carolina Hurricanes — a Stanley 
Cup contender who plays one of the most up-tempo, 
aggressive systems in the NHL. 
Still, the Hurricanes acquired Brent Burns this offseason to 
be their big offensive weapon on the blue line; a top-pair 
defenseman to skate alongside the great Jaccob Slavin and 
quarterback their top power-play unit. He’s been far from 
perfect, but with two goals, six points, and a beautiful game-
winner to cap off a riveting 4-3 comeback win on Saturday 
night against the Philadelphia Flyers, it’s hard to be too 
critical, especially if this is what a “slow” start looks like for 
Burns. 

Burns Showing Life, But Still Finding His Place 

The first eight games of his tenure with the ‘Canes have 
been a roller coaster for Burns, the veteran offensive 
defenseman of 1,259 NHL contests, 229 goals, and 783 
points. However, it was ever-so fitting that in his first head-to-

head matchup against his predecessor in the Hurricanes’ 
top-pairing, offensive defenseman, Tony DeAngelo, Burns 
was the hero. The beautiful game-winning goal, his second 
marker in as many nights, came on the type of powerful shot 
that made him such an attractive option to the Hurricanes to 
begin with. Burns has been firing away already, with 28 shots 
on goal that trail only Andrei Svechnikov on the Hurricanes. 
This was expected in a system that already wants to throw 
everything on net, even before having a shooter of his caliber 
on the roster. 
That’s the good news; Burns’ offense is still a weapon from 
the blue line. He already has contributed consistently both at 
even strength and on the man advantage. This despite, 
well… the bad news that he hasn’t been the dynamic factor 
he’s capable of being; that the Hurricanes really need him to 
be to reach their ceiling as Stanley Cup contenders. Even 
with the game-winner, it was a bit of a break-even night; he 
shouldered a lot of the blame on the goal that cut a 2-0 lead 
in half, chasing the play from the front of the net despite that 
his partner, Slavin, was already below the goal line. This 
allowed Philadelphia Flyers forward Nicolas Deslauriers to 
position himself just outside the blue paint alone for an easy 
goal. That brought the Flyers to life, and before the 
Hurricanes knew it, it was 3-2, Philadelphia. 
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Bear returns to Canadian franchise via trade with Carolina Hurricanes 

By Sam Laskaris 
Ethan Bear has been traded to the Vancouver Canucks. 
“Hopefully he’s excited to come back to Canada and be part 
of the Vancouver Canucks and hopefully this will give the 
coaching staff more options on the back end.” — Patrick 
Allvin, Vancouver’s general manager 
One of the more popular current Indigenous players in the 
National Hockey League is back toiling for a Canadian-based 
franchise. 
Ethan Bear, a member of Ochapowace Nation in 
Saskatchewan, was acquired by the Vancouver Canucks in a 
trade with the Carolina Hurricanes this past Friday, Oct. 28. 
Bear, a 25-year-old defenceman, spent the 2021-22 
campaign with the Hurricanes. He had spent the four 
seasons before that with the Edmonton Oilers’ organization. 
Bear, however, had not seen any action this season with the 
Hurricanes, who have a plethora of talented blueliners. 
The Carolina squad traded Bear and forward Lane Pederson 
to Vancouver in exchange for the Canucks’ fifth-round 
selection in the 2023 National Hockey League’s Entry Draft. 
The Hurricanes also retained a portion of Bear’s salary as 
part of the deal. 
While the Hurricanes have not had concerns with their 
talented defensive corps this season, the same cannot be 
said for the Canucks who have been hit hard with various 
injuries. 
That’s why Patrick Allvin, Vancouver’s general manager, was 
pleased he was able to acquire Bear. 
“I think we have been a little bit depleted here early on the 
back end,” he said. “We got the right shot defenceman that's 
been playing in the league for a couple of years and been 
part of some playoffs with both Edmonton and Carolina, and 
hopefully we could get him back on track here.” 
Bear was once considered a cornerstone of the Oilers. But 
some of his final days with the Edmonton organization were 
marred by racist activity directed at Bear on social media. 
Bear played his final game with the Oilers in May 2021. Bear 
and his Edmonton teammates were swept by the Winnipeg 
Jets 4-0 in a best-of-seven, first-round playoff series that 
spring. 
The Oilers lost the final game of that series in triple overtime. 
Afterwards, racist comments were directed at Bear when 

some fans lashed out about Bear’s efforts in that contest 
which they felt led to Edmonton’s defeat. 
Plenty of support also poured in for Bear after the racism 
was called out. He is considered a role model for countless 
Indigenous youth hockey players since making it to the NHL. 
At the time Bear responded via a video statement. 
“I’m here to stand up to this behaviour, to these comments,” 
he said. “I’m proud of where I come from. I’m proud to be 
from Ochapowace First Nation. And I’m not just doing this for 
myself. I’m doing this for all people of colour. I’m doing this 
for the next generation, to help make change, to love one 
another, to support one another, to be kind to each other.” 
Bear said there is no place for racism in sports, any 
workplace or in the community. 
“So, I call on all of us to help make change and to end 
racism,” he added. “We all deserve to be treated fairly. And, 
at the end of the day, I think we’ll get there.” 
Bear, however, never played another game with the Oilers. 
He was traded to Carolina in August 2021. 
Bear appeared in 58 regular season contests with the 
Hurricanes this past season. He earned 14 points, including 
five goals, in those games. 
Allvin is pleased he was able to swing a deal to land Bear. 
“His transition game has been something that I've watched 
over the years that I like,” he said. 
Allvin is also hoping Bear is happy to be part of a Canadian 
franchise again. 
“Hopefully he’s excited to come back to Canada and be part 
of the Vancouver Canucks and hopefully this will give the 
coaching staff more options on the back end,” Allvin said. 
Allvin, however, was unwilling to speculate how Bear will be 
utilized by the Canucks. 
“That is a question for the coaching staff,” he said. “He is a 
(restricted free agent) on the last year of his deal. I’m excited 
to see what he has to give us. The coaching staff will figure 
out the pairings.” 
Allvin believes Bear is still capable of becoming an elite NHL 
defenceman. 
“He’s still young, and if you look around the league, there are 
a lot of defenceman that usually break through in this age 
(range),” he said. 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporters are supported by 
a financial contribution made by the Government of Canada. 
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Svechnikov is Capitals’ Boogeyman in Halloween win 

By Ryan Henkel 

It was a Halloween spooktacular in Raleigh as the Carolina 
Hurricanes defeated the Washington Capitals 3-2 in a 
shootout Monday night.  
It was a game full of Tricks — 14 total penalties were called 
over the course of the game — and Treats — four goals and 
three shootout goals scored in the contest — that saw the 
Canes come out with another win over a divisional opponent. 
Carolina was cooking early with a terrifying power play as 
Stefan Noesen scored on a slick deflection between his legs 
off of a Brent Burns shot for his first goal as a Hurricane, 
however the power play soon turned even more frightening, 
but not for Washington. 
After the success of the first power play, the Canes 
squandered five more opportunities including one to end 
regulation as well as one in overtime.  
The man-advantage is truly scary right now and not in a 
good way for the Hurricanes. 
However, despite it, the Canes were able to overcome a 
second period pushback from the Capitals — a quick goal by 
Dylan Strome and the ever-present terror of the Alex 
Ovechkin one-timer — and the comeback effort was led by 
none other than Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas.  
The duo has been lights out for the Hurricanes all season 
and tonight was no different. 

The team was looking like it was stuck in a spider’s web all 
through the second period, but a quick rush into the zone by 
Svechnikov, followed by a drop pass to Necas set the stage 
for a boost. 
Svechnikov positioned himself on the doorstep, pillowcase 
open, waiting for the that treat which took the form of a 
perfect rebound for the tying goal after Necas’ shot on net 
was deflected in front by Paul Stastny. 
From there the Hurricanes continued to push the pace 
through the third period and eventually overtime.  
And while the power play let them down, it didn’t lose them 
the game and as the clock struck the final minutes of 
overtime it went to the shootout. 
First up came Brent Burns who wasted no in ripping a wicked 
wrister top shelf. 
Then came Evgeny Kuznetsov who slowly inched in like a 
lumbering zombie before ripping it past Frederik Andersen. 
But next came who else but Svechnikov, donning his best 
super hero costume, and the young Russian flew in and 
scored effortlessly on Darcy Kuemper. 
And after that, Andersen shut the door and turned off the 
lights to the rest of the Capitals trick-or-treaters, securing the 
Hurricanes 3-2 win. 
The team will yet again hit the road as they head down to 
Tampa Bay to take on the Lighting Thursday night. 
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Andersen, Canes clamp down Capitals in shootout win on Halloween 

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes came out on top in their first 
shootout of the season, beating the Washington Capitals 3-2 
on Monday, Oct. 31. 
Right wing Andrei Svechnikov redeemed a rocky second 
period for the Canes (6-2-1) with a game-tying goal to make 
it 2-2 heading into the second intermission. After a contested 
but ultimately scoreless third period and overtime, goaltender 
Freddie Andersen stepped up with two saves to put away the 
Capitals (5-4-1). 
Defenseman Brent Burns and Caps center Evgeny 
Kuznetzov each converted in the first round of the shootout, 
but Andersen stuffed left wing Alex Ovechkin and center 
Dylan Strome while Svechnikov converted against 
Washington netminder Darcy Kuemper to give Carolina the 
advantage. 
“[Ovechkin is] one of the better goal scorers of all time,” 
Andersen said. “You just gotta try to play the same way, try 
to be patient and see what he does.” 
Andersen found his rhythm just in time. The Capitals’ 
chances came sporadically, but some patchy defense and 
bad puck luck stung Andersen and the Hurricanes when the 
Caps’ chances did occur. 
“We had the puck a lot; I think that made it more tough for 
me,” Andersen said. “They didn’t really fire a lot of easy 
ones. They’re battling for their chances… With the rhythm, 
we struggled more. It’s tougher on the players.” 
Carolina looked flat at the start of the second period, allowing 
Washington to flip a 1-0 deficit into a 2-1 lead. When 

Andersen lost track of the puck after a high deflection, 
Strome pounced on the opportunity and snuck a shot past 
Andersen to make it 1-1. Just seven minutes and change 
later, Ovechkin converted the Caps’ only power play goal out 
of four opportunities to put Carolina behind 2-1. 
The Hurricanes also got plenty of chances on special teams 
— six power plays, to be exact — but their only power play 
goal came in the first five minutes of the game on a tip-in by 
right wing Stefan Noesen. After spending all but two games 
of the 2021-22 season in the AHL, Noesen’s goal marked his 
first as a Hurricane and first at the NHL level since March of 
2020. 
“My whole career, I feel like that's what it's been,” Noesen 
said. “I take pride in that, it's something I work on all the time. 
I always want tips… that's just something that I love doing 
and I try to make an art out of it.” 
Burns and center Martin Nečas both extended their point 
streaks to four straight games. Nečas’ also assisted 
Svechnikov’s goal at the end of the second period as the 
Czech continued his strong start to the season. 
“It's not surprising,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“You've seen it in spurts for how many years now? It's 
always about the consistency of being a pro and I think he's 
definitely figuring that out.” 
After playing three games in four days, Nečas and the 
Hurricanes will get a few days to recuperate before hitting 
the road to take on the Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday, 
Nov. 3. Puck drop is scheduled for 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article268087892.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/10/noesen-svechnikov-score-hurricanes-top-capitals-in-shootout/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-take-shootout-win-over-caps/c-337039424 
https://www.nhl.com/news/washington-capitals-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-336560638 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-washington-capitals-darcy-kuemper-hockey-d91adfe85369a17dac0e3de36fbec032 
https://www.nbcsports.com/washington/capitals/capitals-fall-hurricanes-3-2-shootout-cap-back-and-forth-affair 

https://thehockeywriters.com/hurricanes-getting-brent-burns-they-sought/ 
https://windspeaker.com/index.php/news/sports/bear-returns-canadian-franchise-trade-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/10/31/23433882/andrei-svechnikov-is-washington-capitals-boogeyman-in-halloween-win-carolina-hurricanes 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/andersen-canes-clamp-down-capitals-in-shootout-win-on-halloween/article_6b202148-5995-11ed-a336-

ef80690b4f9d.html 
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Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen stuffs Alex Ovechkin, Capitals in 3-
2 shootout win 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED OCTOBER 31, 2022 10:37 PM 

 

Andre Svechnikov scored his eighth goal of the season to even the score 
in the second period, and then won the game with a goal on the teams’ 
second attempt in the shootout to lift Carolina to a 3-2 win over the 
Washington Capitals on Monday at PNC Arena. 

Stefan Noesen also scored in regulation with a power-play goal for the 
Hurricanes (6-2-1), and Brent Burns added a shootout marker on the 
team’s first attempt. 

Dylan Strome and Ovechkin scored in regulation for the Capitals (5-4-1). 
Evgeny Kuznetsov scored in the shootout for the Caps, but Carolina 
goalie Frederik Andersen stuffed Ovechkin and Strome to preserve the 
win. 

Here are quick takeaways from the Hurricanes’ win: 

▪ Halloween nightmare moment for a goalie: the Caps’ Ovechkin getting 
the puck on an odd-man rush into the zone. The Canes’ Frederik 
Andersen did get a piece of the shot on the first-period play. 

▪ Bigger Halloween nightmare moment: Ovechkin loading up a power-
play shot from the left circle. No. 8 didn’t miss in the second period, 
scoring career goal No. 785 in the second. 

▪ Make it eight goals in nine games for the Canes’ Svechnikov. No. 37 
had an open net in the second and he didn’t miss, either, in tying the 
score 2-2. Only Edmonton’s Connor McDavid has more goals this 
season -- with nine -- than Svechnikov. 

▪ At times, it didn’t seem like a Canes-Caps game with John Carlson, 
Nicklas Backstrom, T.J. Oshie and Tom Wilson all out for Washington. 
Same kind of grinding, big-boy hockey game, though. 

▪ Noesen has replaced Nino Niederreiter on the power play and been a 
disrupter around the net. Noesen, active all night, had a “Nino-like” goal 
in the first, getting a piece of a Burns shot from the point for a power-play 
goal and 1-0 lead. 

▪ Let’s all say it again: Defenseman Jaccob Slavin does so many things 
well in a game for the Canes. His stick work and positioning are elite. His 
sliding block on a Caps power play in the third period, with Andersen out 
of the net, keyed the penalty kill and kept it a 2-2 game. 

▪ Andersen said he likes a 3-on-3 overtime more than shootouts – “It’s 
really exciting and a better product,” he said – but did his part by stopping 
Ovechkin and Strome. Kuznetsov scored in the shootout after moseying 
his way in with the puck, almost in slow motion. 

“That might have been the slowest on me, for sure,” Andersen said. “He’s 
a good player, good hands. He made a nice move and got a quick shot 
off.” Finally. 

▪ The next time the Caps are in town to play the Canes, they’ll play it 
outside. That will be Feb. 18 in the NHL Stadium Series outdoor game at 
Carter-Finley Stadium. 

News Observer LOADED: 11.01.2022 

1257461 Tampa Bay Lightning 

 

Lightning welcome back Anthony Cirelli, Zach Bogosian as they settle in 
for home stretch 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — As the Lightning took the ice Monday morning at Amalie 
Arena for their first practice since returning from their West Coast trip, 
they welcomed back two familiar faces. 

Center Anthony Cirelli and defenseman Zach Bogosian, both working 
their way back from offseason shoulder surgery, were full participants for 
the first time this season. They wore red non-contact jerseys but skated 
in every drill, taking their next step toward a return that’s still expected to 
be several weeks from now. 

“It’s more just the skating, get the legs going, the conditioning aspect of 
it, getting up and down the ice,” Cirelli said. “Just trying to be crisp in your 
passes and all that basic kind of skills, just going out there and executing 
them at a faster speed, obviously, with a bunch of guys out there. 

“That’s part of the main thing is just going out there and kind of just 
feeling the puck a bit and going through some drills, but it’s obviously a 
little different without the whole physical aspect of the game.” 

Their injuries, surgeries and recoveries were similar, so Cirelli and 
Bogosian essentially have had the same rehabilitation schedule. While 
they enjoyed each other’s company, being back on the ice with the team 
was a welcome change. 

“It gets a little monotonous when you’re just skating, me and Tony every 
day, so just to get some more bodies on the ice and feel the energy of 
the team is nice,” Bogosian said. “Being out there with the guys, messing 
around and laughing and joking, that’s why you play the game, all the 
guys in the room. So once you’re out there with all of them, it makes for a 
lot of joy for me.” 

Neither player is expected to be ready until late November at the earliest, 
with head coach Jon Cooper saying Bogosian is slightly ahead of Cirelli, 
whose return likely will be closer to mid-December. Despite wearing a 
no-contact jersey, Bogosian couldn’t help but seek some contact in his 
first full-team practice of the season. 

Lightning head coach Jon Cooper watches play during the second period 
of Saturday's game against the Sharks in San Jose, California. 
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Lightning head coach Jon Cooper watches play during the second period 
of Saturday's game against the Sharks in San Jose, California. [ JOSIE 
LEPE | AP ] 

“My job is to get as ready as possible as early as possible,” he said. “I 
mean, I want to play games. So, you know, I’ll listen to the trainers and 
they’ll give me kind of the game plan, and usually I’m a guy who tends to 
push those boundaries sometimes. 

“So, I don’t know if I was supposed to have any contact (Monday), but I 
found myself somehow making a little bit. It’s gonna happen, obviously, 
with a lot of guys out there. So it feels good. Just kind of take it day by 
day and keep climbing.” 

The practice was fast-paced. Cirelli swapped in on the bottom two 
forward lines and filled in on the penalty kill. Bogosian skated on the first 
defense pair, filling in for Victor Hedman, who did not skate. Cooper said 
Hedman, who missed four shifts in the first period of Saturday’s win in 
San Jose but returned without incident, should play in Tuesday’s game 
against the Senators. 

As for the Lightning as a group, they finally can settle in for an extended 
amount of time at home. Last season, Tampa Bay was the fourth-best 
team in the Eastern Conference at home, posting 60 points, and was 8-3 
at Amalie in the postseason. 

After relocating training camp to Nashville due to Hurricane Ian and 
playing 11 of their first 14 games, including the preseason, away from 
Tampa, the Lightning will play nine of their next 11 through Thanksgiving 
weekend at home. 

“You can’t sit here and hang your hat that we’re at home and things are 
gonna go well,” Cooper said. “But it’s nice to be at home, sleep in our 
own beds for a while. I think twice in the last little while, all I did was take 
clothes out of a suitcase and put clothes in the suitcase. I was putting 
nothing away, because we’ve just been on the road so much. So it’ll be 
nice to be in comfortable surroundings for the next little while.” 

The Lightning are coming off a West Coast trip in which they netted four 
of a possible six points. They’ve won four of their last five overall, with 
three of those wins on the road. In their last two games, victories at 
Anaheim and San Jose, Tampa Bay rallied to win after relinquishing 
third-period leads. 

“I think it would really be nice if we could string some wins together,” 
forward Pat Maroon said. “I think it’s important. But I think the most 
important thing is kind of building our identity. I think we’ve been lacking 
that a little bit, maybe. I think this last (game), we put a good effort. 

“Now, we’ve got to find a way to keep really good efforts down and keep 
building our game and find ways to make it difficult on teams and kind of 
getting that swagger back.” 
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Mike Harrington: On an historic Halloween, the numbers are all lined up 
for Tage Thompson and the Sabres 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

As all the numbers are suddenly piling up, let's not forget what a bargain 
Tage Thompson looks to be. 

Thompson scored 38 goals last season – more than Jack Eichel ever did, 
just for the record – while playing with a measly cap hit of $1.4 million. 
He's got six goals and 12 points in nine games this year while on the last 
year of that contract. 

The way the 6-foot-7 tower of power is heating up, that seven-year, $50 
million extension Kevyn Adams signed him to on Aug. 30 is going to turn 
out to be a bargain, too. No. 1 centers in the NHL with 40-goal, 90-point 
potential generally take up a lot more than $7,142,857 on their team's 
cap but that's what Thompson is signed at through 2030.  

On a Halloween night we won't soon forget, Thompson flat-out spooked 
the Detroit Red Wings with the signature performance of his career 
Monday. A hat trick, three assists. Six points. That was one shy of the 
franchise record of seven set by Gilbert Perreault. Starting in the third 
period Saturday, he either scored or assisted on eight straight Sabres 
goals, something only done by a Buffalo player by Pat LaFontaine during 
his iconic 148-point season in 1992-93. 

"I think the confidence has been there from the start of the season," 
Thompson said after the 8-3 win. "I think maybe the first few games, I 
wasn't getting enough shots, maybe being a little too cute. And I think I 
just tried to simplify and get pucks to the net, whether it's a clear lane to 
the net or not. ... If it doesn't go in, at least it's creating a rebound and 
we're getting possession from it. So just trying to simplify the game. And 
from there you get your offense." 

Sure did. Late Monday night, the NHL said Thompson's six points tied 
the most ever by a player on Halloween -- previously set by a couple of 
Hall of Famers you might have heard of in Wayne Gretzky and Bobby 
Clarke. 

"He's a threat all over the ice and now he's hot and the goals are coming, 
so we're very happy for him," defenseman Rasmus Dahlin said of 
Thompson, who turned 25 on Sunday. "Night in and night out, he's 
always like this, so I'm not surprised at all. It's gonna turn out to more 
nights like this. It's such a swagger. You see him before the games, he's 
relaxed and he's got such high confidence right now. We've just got to 
pump his tires so he keeps going. We love it." 

The numbers were popping around in this one like Halloween candy 
corn. 

Thompson had three goals and three assists in the first eight games and 
equaled those totals in one night. Thompson rolled up the Sabres' first 
six-point game ever in KeyBank Center and the first anywhere since 
LaFontaine torched the first version of the Winnipeg Jets for a goal and 
five assists on Feb. 10, 1993.  

Jeff Skinner had three points, including career goal No. 300 off a direct 
Thompson feed. Jack Quinn went bar down for career goal No. 2. 
Fourteen players had points. Buffalo's shots on goal count the last three 
games has read 45, 45 and 46, hitting at least 45 in three straight games 
for the first time in franchise history. 

There was frustration about the lack of finish Thursday against Montreal. 
Wasn't the case Saturday against Chicago or in this one. 

"I think when he gets going like that, it's tough for teams to defend," 
Skinner said of Thompson. "They've got to respect his shot and they've 
got to respect his size obviously and that opens up space for everyone 
around him. He's the kind of guy that could sort of take over a game and 
dominate, and he did that tonight." 

Sublime feed by Thompson on Skinner's 300th career goal. 
https://t.co/3dd4zj7J8B 

— Mike Harrington (@ByMHarrington) November 1, 2022 

Thompson, of course, played with heavy weight on his shoulders early in 
his Buffalo career. There was the trade from St. Louis – which resulted in 
Ryan O'Reilly winning a Stanley Cup and the Conn Smythe Trophy 11 
months later for the Blues. 

There was his season-ending shoulder injury in Chicago six months after 
that, coming near the end of his only NHL game of the year. What an 
utter disaster the trade looked like at that point. 

I'll always go back to the scene on the ice in TD Garden the night after 
the Blues' Game 7 win over the Boston Bruins clinched the Stanley Cup. 
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St. Louis General Manager Doug Armstrong was holding court and I was 
one of about five reporters talking to him. I asked a routine question 
about O'Reilly's series and his Game 7 goal and Armstrong, looking 
down and clearly noticing "Buffalo News" on my credential responded by 
saying, "I think it's a good deal for Buffalo, too. They got a great player in 
Tage Thompson. They got a first-round pick. It's going to work out well 
for them and Ryan's worked out perfect for us." 

One thing to note about that answer: I never asked Armstrong about the 
trade. 

Armstrong may have been doing a solid to Jason Botterill at the time but 
maybe he knew something, too. Think about how dominant Thompson 
has been of late. He had eight shots on goal and 12 attempts vs. 
Montreal, and coach Don Granato aptly pointed out how the puck was 
going to start going in for him pronto with that kind of output. 

Saturday against Chicago, it was eight more shots on goal on 14 
attempts and they led to two goals. On Monday, Thompson had nine 
shots on goal and 14 attempts. 

Sabres Red Wings Hockey 

The Sabres felt in control of this one but it suddenly was a 4-3 score 
early in the third period. Too often last year – including in their 0-1-3 
struggles against Detroit – the Sabres crumbled in these spots. Not this 
time. 

"It was a big game for us. They're in our division and I think the biggest 
thing for us is last season maybe we would have gotten a little nervous in 
that situation," Thompson said. "I think you look up and down the bench, 
I don't think anyone's nervous. They get a little bit of a push there in the 
third and we're really calm on the bench." 

"Any team feels that little bit of life, we've got to go after them hard right 
now," Granato said. "We can't sit back. So the breakthrough there was 
great." 

Dahlin got the job done with a power-play goal that leaked through Alex 
Nedeljkovic. Dylan Cozens went top shelf at 14:47 and Thompson 
provided the coup de grace for his hat trick at 15:58, taking a Skinner 
pass and dangling the Wings defense and Nedeljkovic before potting a 
backhand. 

"Hockey is so weird. You could have a game just like that and none of 
them will go in for you," Thompson said. "The last few games I think 
we've been getting a lot of chances and tonight was just one of those 
nights where everything seemed to be going in for us." 

But six points? Thompson said he was probably about 10 years old the 
last time he did that in a game. 

"Sometimes," he said, "the game just goes your way." 

Look at Dahlin’s reaction to Thompson’s hat-trick goal   
pic.twitter.com/wFqzNrLJ8J 

— The Charging Buffalo (@TheChargingBUF) November 1, 2022 
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Observations: A 'new player,' Jack Quinn scores to start Sabres' 
onslaught in 8-3 win 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Jack Quinn pulled back his stick, waited for the pass from Tage 
Thompson and snapped the puck inside the near post to stun the Detroit 
Red Wings inside KeyBank Center. 

The goal horn blared. Quinn pumped his right fist and pointed to 
Thompson, who shielded the puck while circling around the net to create 
the scoring chance. It went in and out of the net so quickly on Quinn's 
shot that Kyle Okposo thought that it wasn't a goal.  

"He has an unbelievable shot and great release," said Thompson.  

This wasn’t Quinn’s first goal in the NHL. It might have held greater 
significance, though. His performance Monday night in the Sabres’ 8-3 
win over the Red Wings, from the quick shot to a hip check on Calder 
Trophy finalist Lucas Raymond, confirmed that he learned from a difficult 
start to the season and is ready to contribute as a rookie in Buffalo. 

Quinn sparked a three-goal second period for the Sabres (6-3), who 
recorded at least 45 shots on goal for a third consecutive game. He had 
three of those shots and finished with a plus-2 rating. 

"Now he’s trying to find the spots to get a quick shot off, so he’s a threat 
in the o-zone right now," Dahlin said of Quinn. "You saw the hit. He has 
some grit to his game, too. He’s going to continue to grow, and he’s 
going to become an outstanding player for us." 

The Red Wings briefly threatened a comeback, only to be overwhelmed 
in the third period. Thompson had a hat trick with a career-high six 
points, Jeff Skinner added a goal and two assists, Okposo had a second 
straight multi-point game and Dahlin delivered the insurance goal to 
squash Detroit’s rally. Dylan Cozens and Rasmus Asplund also had a 
goal apiece. 

Eric Comrie won for a third time this season, delivering 15 saves to hand 
the Red Wings (4-3-2) their first loss to Buffalo since Feb. 11, 2020. 

The Sabres controlled play from the start, but the game was closer for 40 
minutes than the final score would indicate. It was tied 1-1 until Quinn got 
rewarded for another strong game. His right-handed shot, which 
produced 26 goals in Rochester last season, gave Buffalo the lead 5:22 
into the second period. 

"We have so much confidence in the group right now, so we’re not 
scared of losing; the only thing on our minds is winning right now," said 
Dahlin. 

It’s been a slow build for Quinn. He had two difficult games to start the 
season after a strong training camp, leading coach Don Granato to 
scratch Quinn in Edmonton and Calgary. The Sabres had 14 healthy 
forwards. Someone needed to sit and Granato thought a view from the 
press box would give the 21-year-old winger a mental break from the 
pressure of having to produce. 

"I think the preseason was almost kind of like the AHL, where I was used 
to the pace," said Quinn. "When the regular season started, the pace 
turned up so I feel like I had to adjust to it for sure. The main thing would 
be playing harder and turning up the compete. The guys are so good and 
so strong that almost extra level was needed. When I started to focus on 
that, success has come." 

Quinn’s responded how Granato envisioned. Drafted eighth overall in 
2020, Quinn got back into the lineup in Vancouver and ascended to the 
power play. He moved to the top unit next to Thompson and Dahlin, 
among others. Suddenly, Quinn was back to playing with the confidence 
and poise that helped him become the American Hockey League’s top 
rookie for 2021-22. 

Quality shots were the next step. Skating with Thompson, Quinn earned 
one and made the Red Wings pay. He only got better from there. A few 
minutes later, he laid out Raymond with a hip check that drew the ire of 
Detroit forward Adam Erne. Then came a 2-on-1, give-and-go rush with 
Casey Mittelstadt that ended with Detroit goalie Alex Nedeljkovic 
stopping Quinn’s shot from in tight. 

"It’s a credit to him, his talent," Granato said. "A little bit miraculous where 
he looked like things were challenging him in different areas, offensively 
and defensively. … He’s like a homing torpedo. He can recalibrate and 
figure it out, and amazing how he came back into the lineup. He looks 
like a new player with new energy." 
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Granato added that neither he nor his assistant coaches deserve credit 
for the bounce back. Their approach was to deliver simple messages and 
give Quinn the time to reset. Quinn used those games in the press box to 
take note of how his teammates were making plays within Granato's 
system. It helped when Quinn had to find open ice to finish the pass from 
Thompson. 

"It was great," Quinn said with a smile. "Obviously, it's the first one. It's 
always fun to score." 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Fighting back 

The Red Wings cut the deficit to one with David Perron scoring only 33 
seconds after Thompson’s second of the game and Dylan Larkin getting 
a fortuitous bounce during a 2-on-1. The puck ricocheted off Owen 
Power’s skate and went right back to Larkin, who made it 4-3 at 4:19 into 
the third period. 

Their momentum evaporated because of penalties. Dahlin's pass attempt 
leaked through Nedeljkovic for his sixth goal of the season and a 5-3 
Buffalo lead. The Sabres have scored a power-play goal in six of their 
last seven games, including four in their last two. 

"We better go after them now," Granato said of his message to his 
players  when the game was close. 

2. Milestone goal 

Don’t let the stat line fool you. Yes, Skinner’s goal in the second period 
against Detroit was his second in nine games this season. The 30-year-
old had zero 5-on-5 goals on 16 shots entering the game, but he ranked 
third on the team in shot quality. The chances have been there. It was 
only a matter of time before those turned into goals. He’s been a 
consistent scoring threat since the first homestand and now has a three-
game point streak. 

By giving the Sabres a 3-1 lead, Skinner became the 212nd player in 
NHL history to score 300 career goals. He was left alone in front of 
Detroit’s net, giving him plenty of time to receive the pass from 
Thompson and beat Nedeljkovic. Skinner has two goals and eight points 
in nine games. 

3. Finding a way 

Creating offense will be a slog for the Sabres at times when they’re 
without defensemen Mattias Samuelsson, Henri Jokiharju and Ilya 
Lyubushkin. Rush chances will be more difficult to create. Another 
approach will be needed. With the score tied 0-0 and energy low in the 
building Monday night, they earned their first goal on the forecheck. 

The club’s fourth line – Zemgus Girgensons, Peyton Krebs and Asplund 
– hemmed the Red Wings in their own zone by retrieving the puck in 
battles along the boards. Casey Fitzgerald then left the point to retrieve a 
pass and dished to Skinner, who found Thompson for the 1-0 lead at 
16:52 into the game.  

4. Another addition 

Lyubushkin missed a second consecutive game to rest the lower-body 
injury that’s bothered him since the win in Edmonton on Oct. 18. The 
Sabres will evaluate Lyubushkin each day to gauge whether the right-
shot defenseman is ready to return. He hasn’t been ruled out for the 
remaining three games this week, said Granato. If Lyubushkin needs 
more time, the Sabres can place him on injured reserve to create a roster 
spot. 

“Over the next couple days, we’ll just keep monitoring it, see how he 
responds without the pressure, physical pressure on the point,” he 
added. 

Defenseman Jeremy Davies was recalled from Rochester to give 
Granato a seventh option on the blue line. He was added to the Sabres’ 
roster after center Riley Sheahan cleared waivers. Sheahan was 

assigned to the Amerks. Davies and winger Vinnie Hinostroza were 
healthy scratches against Detroit.  

5. Next 

The Sabres host the Pittsburgh Penguins on Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., 
with the game broadcast nationally on TNT. 

As the Sabres announce their new reverse retro jerseys, check out the 
sweaters that have been worn by the team over the years. 
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How Tage Thompson’s six-point night helped showcase Sabres’ 
offensive potential 

 

Matthew Fairburn 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Sabres were already up 6-3 over the Red Wings 
when Tage Thompson collected a pass from Jeff Skinner in the slot. He’d 
already scored twice, assisted on three goals and taken over a second 
straight game. Then he did something that made Rasmus Dahlin put his 
hands on his head in amazement. 

Thompson turned Detroit’s defenseman inside out by going to his 
backhand. He then quickly maneuvered back to his forehand and tucked 
the puck into the back of the net behind a sprawling Alex Nedeljkovic to 
put the Sabres up 7-3 on their way to an 8-3 drubbing of the Red Wings. 

A Halloween hat trick from Tage Thompson!  #LetsGoBuffalo 
pic.twitter.com/n4cJWrlP3G 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) November 1, 2022 

“Those are one of the goals where you just don’t know what you’re 
doing,” Thompson said. “You just black out and it kind of happens.” 

Through seven games this season, Thompson had three points. Sabres 
coach Don Granato knew more was coming. He spoke about the 
pressure Thompson puts on himself and said he wasn’t yet in midseason 
form. He noticed Thompson wanting to hurry to that point. He got there in 
a span of two games. After scoring two third-period goals in a comeback 
win against the Blackhawks, Thompson had three goals and six points in 
Buffalo’s win over Detroit. Dahlin wasn’t just stunned by Thompson’s final 
goal. He struggled to think of a better performance he’s seen in the 
league. 

“It’s up there, for sure,” Dahlin said. “I mean, now he got the goals and he 
got the apples, but he’s always that dominant. He’s a threat all over the 
ice. Now he’s hot so now the goals are coming, so we’re very happy for 
him. Night in, night out he’s always like this. I’m not surprised at all. It’s 
going to come, more nights like this.” 

You could see the signs of Thompson’s breakout coming in the Sabres’ 
loss to Montreal last week. He had 12 shot attempts and eight shots on 
goal in that game but couldn’t muster a point. Thompson followed that up 
with a three-point game against the Blackhawks and this six-point game. 
In the last two games, he has 28 shot attempts and 17 shots on goal. 

“You see ahead of time how these guys are getting and feeling their 
game, finding a rhythm as I’ve talked about a lot,” Granato said. “There’s 
certain signs that point to inevitability. They’re going to score, they’re 
going to be successful by the work they put in, by the confidence they 
gain and the rhythm they gain.” 

In this win against the Red Wings, he showcased both his brute strength 
and dazzling skill. His first goal was a blast of a one-timer that 
overpowered Nedeljkovic. His next goal was on the rush. He collected a 
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pass, executed a nifty toe drag and ripped a wrist shot into the top 
corner. Then he dangled his way to a hat trick. 

You love to see it.  #LetsGoBuffalo pic.twitter.com/8qOsNILqJy 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) November 1, 2022 

Thompson does things 6-foot-8 humans shouldn’t be able to do on 
skates. On his first assist, he grabbed the puck in one corner, boxed out 
the defenseman and held onto the puck for seven seconds before ending 
up in the other corner. Then he found Jack Quinn with a perfect 
backhand pass for the goal. He later hit Jeff Skinner with a perfect tape-
to-tape pass for Skinner’s 300th career goal. 

Milestone moments with Jeff   

You're lookin' at Jeff Skinner's 300th @NHL goal! #LetsGoBuffalo 
pic.twitter.com/WVNVeMQhd5 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) November 1, 2022 

“I think when he gets going like that, it’s tough for teams,” Skinner said. 
“They’ve got to respect his shot. They’ve got to respect his size, 
obviously, and that opens up space for everyone around him. He’s a guy 
who can sort of take over a game and dominate. He did that tonight.” 

Thompson stood at his locker after the game with a knowing grin and 
shrugged off the performance. He said his confidence has been there 
from the start of the season but in the early part of the year, he was 
“being a little too cute” with the puck. 

“I just tried to simplify and get pucks to the net whether it’s a clear lane to 
the net or not,” Thompson said. “Just find ways to get it to the net and 
then from there if it doesn’t go in at least it’s creating a rebound and 
we’re getting possession from it.” 

Granato noticed Thompson’s teammates feeding off his energy. When he 
goes, so does the team. 

“It’s just such a swagger,” Dahlin said. “You see him before the games, 
he’s relaxed and he’s got high confidence right now. You just got to pump 
the tires so he keeps going. We love it.” 

Thompson scored 38 goals a year ago, so this performance didn’t come 
out of nowhere. It is worth pointing out, though, that six-point nights aren’t 
exactly routine around the NHL. According to Stathead, since 2010, this 
is the list of players who have had six points in a game 

Mitch Marner 

Mika Zibanejad (who has done it twice) 

Connor McDavid 

Johnny Gaudreau 

Sam Gagner 

Sidney Crosby 

That’s fine company to keep if you’re Thompson. When the Sabres 
signed him to a seven-year, $50 million contract this offseason, they did 
so betting on not only his breakout season from a year ago but his future 
potential. Even after a slow start, Thompson is on pace for 54 goals and 
109 points. He’s fifth in the NHL with 25 shot attempts per 60 minutes of 
ice time and seventh in the NHL with 14.89 shots on net per 60 minutes 
of ice time. 

What’s more important for Buffalo, though, is that Thompson has done 
this while lifting the team in key moments. He scored the first goal of the 
night against Detroit, then had three points to help extend the lead to 4-2. 
When the Red Wings pulled within one goal in the third period, 
Thompson had an assist and a goal in a four-goal surge from the Sabres. 
For the first time in team history, the Sabres had 45 shots for a third 
consecutive game. Finally against Detroit, they went in and 14 players 
got on the scoresheet. 

“Hockey’s so weird,” Thompson said. “You can have a game just like that 
and none of them will go in for you. I mean, last few games I think we’ve 
been getting a lot of chances. Tonight was just one of those nights when 
everything seemed to be going in for us.” 

As time ticked down in the third period, the outcome was in hand. 
Granato stood behind the bench and thought ahead to the Sabres’ 
upcoming schedule. He thought about the Penguins coming to Buffalo on 
Wednesday and the Sabres’ upcoming road trip to Carolina and Tampa. 
As much as this offensive clinic the Sabres put on showcased the team’s 
potential, Granato knows the team needs to keep preparing for the rest of 
the 73 games still on the schedule. 

“Your brain is already turning,” Granato said. 

Quick hits 

1. Jack Quinn had his first goal of the season, and it’s one he’s been 
building toward. Since sitting out two games in Western Canada, Quinn 
has looked like a different player. He not only had the perfect shot on the 
goal, but he followed it up moments later with a big hit in the neutral 
zone. 

“He has reached another level,” Granato said. “Probably a couple. It’s a 
credit to him and his talent. It’s a little bit miraculous where he looked like 
things were challenging him in different areas, offensively and 
defensively. We sat him out a couple of games just to catch his breath. 
He’s like a honing torpedo. He can recalibrate and figure it out. It’s 
amazing how he came back in the lineup. He looks like a new player with 
new energy.” 

2. Granato found a combination that worked perfectly on the fourth line. 
Rasmus Asplund was back in the lineup after sitting out two games. He 
played on a line with Peyton Krebs and Zemgus Girgensons. When that 
trio was on the ice at five-on-five, the Sabres had 13 shot attempts when 
that group was on the ice and allowed zero, according to Natural Stat 
Trick. Krebs is starting to come around. When he was on the ice 
individually, the Sabres had 15 shot attempts and allowed zero at five-on-
five. It’s also clear Asplund helps make any line he plays on a tough 
defensive group. He should stay in the lineup. 

3. Owen Power caught another weird break in this game. On a two-on-
one, Dylan Larkin tried to pass the puck by Power. It hit Power’s skate 
and landed right back on Larkin’s stick for a one-timer and easy goal. 
Don’t let that moment overshadow what was otherwise a strong night for 
Power. The Sabres had 80 percent of the expected goals when he was 
on the ice. Even with the Sabres missing three of their top six 
defensemen and Power being put into tough matchups, he’s showing 
steady improvement. There’s a long road ahead for him to reach his 
potential, but Power is showing signs of what made him the top overall 
pick in 2021. 
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JJ Peterka and Jack Quinn adjusting to big roles, Patrick Kane’s return: 
Sabres notes 

 

Matthew Fairburn 

 

During the Sabres’ recent trip to western Canada, you could see the 
duality of life as an NHL rookie within JJ Peterka and Jack Quinn. 

The two highly skilled 2020 draft picks are each embarking on their first 
full season in the NHL. In Edmonton, Peterka stood outside the Sabres’ 
locker room beaming. He had points in three straight games to start the 
season and would make it four straight a night later in Calgary. He was 
on his first NHL road trip and loving every detail of it. 
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“It’s pretty sick,” Peterka said with wide eyes and a smile. “Especially like 
the road trips and the locker room. The food we’re getting provided. It’s 
like another level and something that I never had before at all. I just enjoy 
every moment of it.” 

His teammates sense that about Peterka. He’s constantly smiling and 
has a youthful energy that stands out even on the youngest roster in the 
NHL. 

“He has a lot of energy, he’s happy all the time,” Zemgus Girgensons 
said. “He’s fun. He’s the same way on the ice. He plays with a lot of 
energy and excitement. The kid has serious skill that doesn’t come 
around too often. He’s a great player.” 

When you’re scoring the way Peterka was early, that enthusiasm is even 
more noticeable. Peterka is still looking for a permanent place of 
residence in Buffalo, but he’s enjoying his time in the city. He’s talking to 
his family back in Germany as often as he can and loves sharing the 
whole NHL experience with them as much as possible. 

What older players have loved about playing with Peterka is the way he 
works and competes for pucks. His offensive talent is evident, but Vinnie 
Hinostroza noted that contagious energy Peterka has off the ice 
translates into his play on the ice. 

“He’s not just skilled, he’ll play hard, too,” Hinostroza said. “That’s been 
fun to watch. A lot of times you see young guys struggle where they just 
want to score goals and they’re squeezing their stick too tight. He’s come 
in from Day 1 and just works hard. He has the confidence and believes in 
his ability.” 

On the same road trip, tucked in the corner of the press box in Calgary, 
was Quinn, who might have been guilty of what Hinostroza was talking 
about. Wearing a suit and munching on popcorn, Quinn watched from up 
above as the Sabres beat the Flames. He was out of the lineup for both 
of Buffalo’s wins in Alberta. Part of it was an ongoing rotation of forwards 
the Sabres have utilized. Quinn also needed to “step out of the fire,” 
according to Granato. The Sabres are interested in maximizing the speed 
of growth for their young players, and sometimes that means stepping 
out of the lineup. 

After two games out of the lineup, Quinn was back in and had a 
noticeable jump in his game. He said he got to do video work with 
Granato during his time out of the lineup, and he got some useful 
coaching points about where he could be better within the system. Quinn 
also noticed that he needed to play harder, too. 

“I’ve learned just how competitive and how hard I have to play to be 
successful,” Quinn said. “Everyone is so good. I feel like if the switch isn’t 
all the way up it can be difficult. I’ve had the most success when I focus 
on really playing hard.” 

The Sabres ended up rewarding Quinn with a move to the power play. 
Granato did so knowing that playing with that veteran group would put 
some pressure on Quinn. He also saw a lot of potential in getting a player 
like Quinn a boost of confidence by feeling the puck more and being on 
the ice for scoring chances. 

“He’s a really skilled player and sees the game really well,” said Tage 
Thompson. “Everyone knows he’s a lethal shooter. When he’s walking 
downhill like that with the puck it gives us a lot of options. It makes their 
defense make a decision to confront him for a shot or take away the 
seem. I think it gives us some different looks and it’s huge for his 
confidence. You get a lot of puck touches and you start to get a couple of 
goals and you go from there.” 

Quinn still has just one point in eight games. Peterka, meanwhile, has 
cooled off. After getting points in four straight games to start the season, 
Peterka has been held off the scoresheet in the last four games. But both 
players have been on the ice for more expected goals for than against at 
five-on-five, according to Natural Stat Trick. The Sabres have had 65 
percent of the expected goals when Quinn has been on the ice and 51 
percent when Peterka has been on the ice. The Sabres knew the points 

would take time, but the impact is already starting to show up in different 
ways for both players. 

The week that was: The Sabres went 1-2 last week, losing to the Kraken 
on the road and the Canadiens at home before their comeback overtime 
win against the Blackhawks at home. They are now 5-3 through eight 
games. That’s a 102.5-point pace for those keeping track at home. 

Stat that matters: Of the Sabres forwards who have played in every 
game, Dylan Cozens leads the team with 2.54 points per 60 minutes of 
ice time at five-on-five. Buffalo is 12th in the NHL in expected goals per 
60 minutes at five-on-five, according to Evolving Hockey. Cozens’ 
improvement at even strength is a big reason why the Sabres have 
become a more effective offensive team. 

The view from the other side: Patrick Kane’s return to Buffalo was 
somewhat uneventful this time around. He had just one shot on goal and 
didn’t record a point. It’s unclear how many trips to Buffalo Kane has left 
in his career. He turns 34 in November and is in the final year of his 
contract. He’s been the topic of trade speculation dating back to last 
season but called that talk “noise,” and added he’s in no rush to make 
any decision about his future. 

Naturally, Sabres fans want to know what the odds are that he’ll end up 
back in his hometown of Buffalo. Considering the Sabres aren’t going to 
be a Kane trade away from contending for a Stanley Cup this season, it 
wouldn’t make sense to give up the assets necessary to trade for Kane. 
As an unrestricted free agent next summer, though, Kane might make 
more sense. In that scenario, Kane would need to view the Sabres as a 
championship contender in 2023 or close enough for it to be worth one of 
the final seasons of his career. It all depends on how strongly he would 
feel about returning to Buffalo, a place he hasn’t lived in since he was 14 
but to which he still feels a strong connection. He said this game is still 
one of the first things he looks for on the schedule and it’s still exciting to 
come back and play in front of friends and family. 

“Buffalo will always be home,” Kane said this weekend. 

Regardless of his future decision, Kane has been impressed by what the 
Sabres are building. He can tell players enjoy playing for Granato, who 
Kane had as an assistant in Chicago. He always appreciated Granato’s 
intensity and passion and can see those traits in this Sabres team. 

“It seems like they’re an up-and-coming team that can compete right 
now,” Kane said. “I know they like to play fast just from playing the last 
couple of times last year. They’re kind of all over the place and (it) 
doesn’t really seem like they have too much of a structure but they play 
hard and fast and are on top of you all the time. It seems like the future is 
bright here in Buffalo.” 

Lineup WATCH: The Sabres have shuffled things around in the lineup 
this season, some of which has been out of necessity with their injuries. 
Granato has also been tinkering with the lines. This week, the Sabres 
bumped Quinn up onto the power play and moved Casey Mittelstadt 
down to the second unit. The Sabres now rank 17th in the NHL at just 
over 20 percent on the power play. 

The other notable lineup maneuver this week was switching Kyle Okposo 
to the top line with Tage Thompson and Jeff Skinner against the 
Blackhawks on Saturday. That resulted in a two-goal, third-period 
comeback. 

Granato will have to strike that balance all season, knowing when to 
make certain changes. He’s balancing the development of a young core 
and the desire to compete. He’s trying to let continuity create 
improvement and results while recognizing when something has gotten 
stale and needs to be adjusted. 

“There’s an awful lot we can react to,” Granato said. “We can react to 50 
things that happened in the game and blow things up every day. But 
what culture does that create? What mindset does that create? Is that a 
confident way to be wishy-washy and changing things every day? You 
have to ask yourself if you’re being wishy-washy. 
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“Our focus is progression, not blowing things up every day. It’s hard, it’s 
challenging, because you do see lots of areas you can react to. But 
again, you can’t react to everything.” 

With the Sabres forwards all healthy, Granato has used a rotation. 
Rasmus Asplund was out of the lineup for two games coming off the road 
trip after Hinostroza, Quinn and Peyton Krebs all got two-game stints in 
the press box. Granato doesn’t plan to change that rotation while the 
forwards are all healthy, and he’s expressed that to the players. It stands 
to reason Asplund will find his way back into the lineup this week, and the 
Sabres could use his defensive prowess up front. 

Injury WATCH: Defensemen Mattias Samuelsson (right leg) and Henri 
Jokiharju (face) are still on injured reserve. Defenseman Ilya Lyubushkin 
missed the Sabres’ win over the Blackhawks with the foot injury that kept 
him out for a game on the western Canada trip. That leaves the Sabres 
without three of their top six defensemen from the start of the season. 
The team waived forward Riley Sheahan over the weekend, which could 
signal a move is coming. To this point, the Sabres have called up Kale 
Clague and Lawrence Pilut to help fill the void. 

What’s coming?: The Sabres have home games against the Red Wings 
and Penguins on Monday and Wednesday to start the week. They then 
have a back-to-back on the road against the Hurricanes and Lightning on 
Friday and Saturday. 
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Where do the slumping Toronto Maple Leafs go from here? 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG 

 

Gifted with the softest schedule one could possibly imagine to start the 
season, the Maple Leafs bumbled the opportunity away and head into 
November with just four wins through 10 games. 

They returned to Toronto early Monday from a rancid trip that ended with 
four successive defeats, the final three to San Jose, Los Angeles and 
Anaheim. The Ducks had lost seven in a row and trailed 3-1 in the third 
period but went on to win in overtime – and that after they had a goal 
overturned that should not have been. 

The Maple Leafs should have come back from California beaming – say 
at 7-2-1 or so – but instead are a hot mess at 4-4-2. Even at that, their 
record is misleading. They have played far more poorly than it shows. 
Four of their losses have come against opponents that have won 12 of 
38 games. 

At this point, Justin Holl has one more goal than Justin Bieber and more 
holes than a doughnut. Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have five 
goals and 12 assists combined – four fewer goals and one fewer point 
than Connor McDavid. Jack Campbell has struggled early on with the 
Oilers but he still has a higher save percentage (.888) than Erik Kallgren 
(.875) and Matt Murray (.826). 

We are only one-eighth of the way into the 2022-23 campaign and the 
HMS Overhyped is already taking on water. 

If this were Bugtussle it would be no big deal. But Toronto isn’t a hockey 
outpost. The faithful who have grown used to an annual collapse are 
already twitchy. 

Cathal Kelly: Flailing Maple Leafs need a scapegoat and a saviour 

Marner, who committed two turnovers that were transformed into 
Anaheim goals, was benched for one shift and scooted down the tunnel 
and trashed a stick. Afterward he talked about the team having a worse 
start last year and how they quickly turned the season around. 

“We are going to block out the outside noise,” Marner said. “We will stick 
with our programming.” 

There are calls for Sheldon Keefe, the head coach, to be fired. Same 
with Kyle Dubas, the general manager. Sooner or later Leafs president 
Brendan Shanahan, who oversees the entire operation, will also be a 
target. 

Even if it is deserved, only in Toronto does this happen 10 games into a 
season. 

It is a franchise that is haunted by its failures. Sooner or later the good 
will that has been built up turns to frustration. 

Beyond the top players, the Maple Leafs’ roster is not spectacular. Its 
defence remains a problem. So far, its offence has been one, too. Ilya 
Samsonov has been good in the net, but behind him there is Swiss 
cheese. 

It makes it harder when fans look around the league and see Nazem 
Kadri flourishing in Calgary and Zach Hyman whooping it up in 
Edmonton. Hyman has six goals and five assists in nine games. He 
would be the Leafs’ scorer leader. 

The next game is Wednesday, when the Philadelphia Flyers visit 
Scotiabank Arena. They are 5-2-1 but unlikely to make the playoffs. 
Toronto has sky-high aspirations but is currently in next-to-last place in 
the Atlantic Division. Another lousy performance could prove to be a 
tipping point. 

“These things are tough to turn around and get out of,” Morgan Rielly, 
who has yet to score, said after Sunday’s loss. “It’s important not to lose 
your direction, to keep working and not give up. 

“You can get frustrated all you want but it is not going to help anything.” 

One night earlier, after losing in Los Angeles, he said, “This is a great 
opportunity for our team to prove our character, to compete, and to 
respond.” 

It didn’t and it hasn’t, and there is a gnawing suspicion that we are seeing 
the same-old same-old here. 

“This is just the adversity that you have to go through in a season,” 
Matthews said. 

It’s not so much adversity as it is self-inflicted. 
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Flailing Maple Leafs need a scapegoat and a saviour 

 

Cathal Kelly 

 

Last week, Barry Trotz had a meandering conversation about life after 
coaching and what it would take to pull him back to the NHL. 

“Original Six, for me,” Trotz told a hockey podcast. “I’ve never coached 
an Original Six team.” 

Would you like to? Because it feels like that could be arranged. Soon. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs just finished a western road swing that 
resembled a man falling down a flight of stairs in slow motion. One win, 
followed by four destabilizing losses, each one more embarrassing and 
out-of-control than the last. 

The crunch at the bottom arrived on Sunday – a come-from-ahead 
overtime loss to the Anaheim Ducks, the 32nd-ranked team in the 
league. 
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The Leafs’ record no longer matters. What matters is how they look, on 
and off the ice. They have that weird combo of desperation and surliness 
that is particular to Toronto hockey teams right before they enter a 
terminal spin. 

Sunday night’s signature highlight wasn’t the giveaways that led to late 
Anaheim goals. It was primary giveawayer Mitch Marner retreating to the 
tunnel to punish his equipment after being benched for a shift. 

In fairness, this doesn’t look much different from last season’s start. That 
Toronto team also did pratfalls through October. The difference is tone. 
That team knew it still had at least one mulligan left (since wasted). This 
team knows it has none. 

That’s how you get a coach doing a public personality reset after every 
couple of games. 

We began the season with a newly flinty Sheldon Keefe. Hard-man 
Keefe called out his top guys for their effort. 

After getting snapped back by his players for presuming to coach them, 
we got conciliatory Sheldon Keefe. Conciliatory Keefe wanted to explain 
how words don’t always mean what the dictionary says they do. 

On Sunday, we were back to supportive Keefe. This is the paternal figure 
familiar from the first few months right after he’d inherited The Team That 
Couldn’t Shoot Straight. 

“I got a job to do with the group,” Keefe said. “Our group has responded 
in the past. I thought we responded well here today.” 

When you’ve just been asked if you think you’re getting fired, “I thought 
we responded well today” is a strange sort of answer. It suggests you 
aren’t really listening any more. You’ve reset yourself all the way back to 
rhetorical autopilot. 

The Leafs have a lot of problems. Their biggest is that they keep 
changing problems. Hanging above it all is their level of play: soft. 
Giggling Pillsbury Doughboy-level soft. 

Then there’s the way they talk about their playing problem: 
unconvincingly. You can’t keep saying things “suck” – the Leafs’ shared 
monosyllabic mantra – and then go out and pooch another game to one 
of the NHL’s tanker teams. At some point, you need some new material. 

“We started off a lot worse last year and everyone tried to put shambles 
in our brains, so it’s not going to happen with us,” Marner said Sunday. 

That’s not the sort of material I was thinking of. 

This Leafs group has never figured out how to talk to Toronto. Once 
things start going wrong, the preferred mode of the top players is ‘hard 
done by’. As though the whole world just doesn’t get how difficult it is to 
make $10-million a year and have to answer all these questions. Every 
reply comes with an implied sneer. A few come with actual sneers. 

Clearly, something doesn’t work with this group. If we have agreed at this 
point that it isn’t aggregate talent, then it’s something else. Whatever that 
something else is – culture, chemistry, the mix, etc. – it isn’t getting 
better. Just look at them. It’s getting worse. 

Which brings us to the next big problem – Trotz. 

Trotz is everybody’s current perfect idea of a hockey coach in Toronto. 
(Mike Babcock used to be their perfect idea but, you know.) 

He’s done a lot of wonderful things in his career – establish the team in 
Nashville, push the Capitals over the top, resuscitate the Islanders. But 
mostly Trotz is attractive because he doesn’t speak in self-help 
soliloquies and he’s available. Toronto is always in love with a hard-
headed guy who happens to be available. 

Another problem – Keefe. The Leafs still have a coach, one who got the 
kiss of life from his GM a month ago. How are they going to put all this on 
him? 

There’s a relatively new school of thought that the coach should not be 
blamed when his team gives up. He doesn’t play, right? 

But if that’s the case, what is the head coach’s job? If he’s not 
responsible for results, then what does he do? Because, as we’ve 
already agreed, he can’t play point on the power play. 

If the Leafs are a shambles, that’s Keefe’s fault, ipso facto. He can’t 
make them be good. He can only take the fall when they aren’t. 

Will firing him fix their problem? Probably not. 

Will firing him make people feel as though something is happening that 
isn’t whatever hockey disaster we’re in the midst of? Definitely. 

Which means Keefe is doomed. Someone has to go. The Leafs have 
proved over and over that it’s not going to be their top players. Those 
chosen few exist in a state of perpetual childhood. Seven years in – 
longer than the average NHL career – they’re still learning how to win 
(mostly by losing). 

Keefe can probably save himself by beating the Flyers on Wednesday 
night, but once these storylines are ubiquitous – ‘everyone says the 
coach is done’ – they become prophecy. Left unfulfilled, they have a 
tendency to creep upward into management. That can’t be allowed. 
Much easier to give the people what they expect. That way it’s harder to 
hold anyone responsible later. 

So right now the most important Leaf is someone who isn’t employed by 
the team. The Leafs can’t afford to hand this over to another newbie such 
as Keefe. They need a proven commodity to instill confidence in the 
project. There’s only one obvious guy like that available. Now we sit 
around waiting to see if what everyone thinks is going to happen 
happens. 

It’s a mess for all involved, including Trotz. If this job could torpedo a 
reputation Babcock built over decades, it can ruin anyone. There has to 
be a strong streak of masochism in anyone who’d take it. 

Whoever is coaching the Leafs by the weekend, they have my sympathy. 
It’s not completely their fault, but in this town, they will always take 100 
per cent of the blame. 
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Fire Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe? After 10 games? Don’t be ridiculous 

It’s still early, and the Leafs had a record year after a slow start under 
Keefe last season. But if they get worse over the next 10 games, eight at 
home, Kyle Dubas might have to consider a move clearly does not want 
to make. 

 

By Damien Cox 

 

Sheldon Keefe’s primary shortcoming as head coach of the Maple Leafs 
lies in failing to guide his team past the first round of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

Can we agree on that? 

Assuming we can, why would you then evaluate his worthiness to 
continue as head coach on the basis of the first 10 games of this regular 
season? 

No, it’s not too early to ask hard questions about this squad after a lousy 
western road trip. But it’s definitely too early to reach any meaningful 
conclusions, particularly after Keefe’s team had a nearly identical start 
last season and ended up setting a franchise record with 115 points. 
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He’s proven he can wake this team up after a snoozy start and guide it to 
an excellent regular-season finish. What he hasn’t done is prove he can 
win a playoff round, and surely next spring will be his last chance to 
make that happen. 

But he can’t win a playoff round in October. Or any time before April. 

That’s not to say he’s immune from criticism of the team’s performance. 
No Leafs coach in history has enjoyed that privilege. There were plenty 
of Punch Imlach critics back in the 1966-67 season, after all, when the 
Leafs lost 10 straight games — 10 straight! — and finished fourth. When 
they went on to beat Chicago and Montreal to take the Stanley Cup, 
however, Imlach had the last laugh. At least until he was fired in April 
1969, less than two years after lifting the Cup. 

So, of course Keefe deserves scrutiny; it comes with the job. 

There’s also a possibility that he won’t last the season. 

Toronto plays eight of its next 10 games at home, and continued crappy 
play might push general manager Kyle Dubas toward a decision he 
clearly does not want to make. A slightly improved Atlantic Division 
means there’s less wiggle room this season. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe is feeling some heat after a slow start, but 
the club struggled out of the gate last season and still broke the team 
record for points. 

The time to make a move behind the bench would have been last spring, 
after Keefe’s third consecutive first-round post-season failure. Many NHL 
clubs would have done that, and no one would have blamed Dubas if he 
had. But Dubas chose not to. 

He clearly believes in Keefe, and you have to have at least grudging 
respect for a GM who backs his coach in a pro sports world where that is 
often rare. In Denver, Joe Sakic stuck by Jared Bednar even after a 
mediocre 4-4-0 start last season, and that loyalty paid off with a Cup in 
the coach’s sixth season. 

After their playoff failures, the Leafs are stuck in an uncomfortable place. 
When they struggle, as they have for the past week, there are predictable 
demands for organizational change from top to bottom. If they turn it 
around and start to win, the same folks will say it doesn’t matter because 
only the playoffs matter. 

Which is why if you’re president Brendan Shanahan, you never listen too 
closely to the voices out there. Those voices lack perspective. 

Shanahan is paid a lot of money to supply that perspective when times 
are tough. Ownership seems to appreciate his work, since he is on a 
contract extension through the 2024-25 season. 

When he took over, Shanahan promised only that he would try to build a 
sustainable program that keeps the Leafs competitive year in, year out. 
No more boom and bust. That’s exactly what has happened. The 
downside, and it’s a big one, is that regular-season success hasn’t 
translated into any post-season success and ultimately that is how any 
hockey executive is measured. So, too, will Shanahan. 

Keefe, meanwhile, may or may not be a top-flight NHL coach, but what’s 
clear is that he is again saddled with questionable goaltending. 

Last year, the Leafs had a record regular season despite netminding that 
ranked in the bottom third of the league. This year, Dubas doubled down 
on his apparent belief that goalkeeping isn’t a priority by going with 
castoffs Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov. No. 3 goalie Erik Källgren just 
isn’t a reliable NHLer at this point. 

Dubas has also assembled another team that lacks a noticeable physical 
dimension. With Ilya Lyubushkin gone, Jake Muzzin again injured and 
Wayne Simmonds now a part-timer at best, the Leafs have even less 
roster balance than last season. Ilya Mikheyev’s speed and doggedness 
haven’t been replaced. 

Keefe is also integrating some new faces. The lineup Sunday night in 
Anaheim included Samsonov, Denis Malgin, Zach Aston-Reese, Calle 

Järnkrok, Nick Robertson and Filip Král, all newcomers or non-regulars 
last season. Rasmus Sandin is in the lineup after missing much of last 
season to injury, and this year’s training camp in a salary dispute. Nicolas 
Aubé-Kubel will likely fill a lineup spot at some point. 

To say this is the same team that lost to Tampa in the playoffs is 
inaccurate, and it’s reasonable to suggest Keefe or any other coach 
needs time to make an altered lineup gel. Ten games is certainly not 
enough. It certainly took a while last year for David Kämpf, for example, 
to find his role. 

So squawk if you must. Ignore the fact that John Gibson’s dazzling save 
on Mitch Marner and a spectacular goal by Trevor Zegras, one of the 
NHL’s most promising offensive stars, won the game for the Ducks on 
Sunday as much as the Leafs lost it. Ignore the fact that a youthful 
Anaheim team that was absolutely desperate for a win came up with the 
big moments. 

But also acknowledge that nobody’s crowning the Boston Bruins Cup 
champions because of their blazing start under new head coach Jim 
Montgomery. So why would anyone conclude Toronto will absolutely be 
a .500 team or worse because of its mediocre start? 

This should be a good regular-season Leafs team again. Keefe is likely 
to survive and finish the season. 

Beyond that? A totally different conversation. 
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New season, new slump: Maple Leafs need to wake up from nightmare 
start 

Last year, when they started 2-4-1, a moment in Chicago started a five-
game winning streak, and they didn’t look back. It’s unclear if they’ve had 
that moment yet. 

 

Kevin McGran 

 

Things feel kind of bleak around the Maple Leafs these days. Auston 
Matthews referenced feeling like their world is “crashing.” Mitch Marner 
talked of things being in “shambles.” 

It’s not just that they’re losing. It’s how they’re losing: blowing leads, often 
lacking energy and engagement. 

But perhaps most astonishing, it’s who they are losing to. 

When they fell 4-3 in overtime to the Ducks in Anaheim on Sunday night, 
it was their sixth loss (4-4-2). Five of those were to teams that didn’t even 
make the playoffs last year. Their losing skid is at four games, and they 
are losing to bottom feeders. 

“These things are tough to turn around and tough to get out of, but it’s 
important to not be discouraged, not lose confidence, not lose your 
direction,” said veteran defenceman Morgan Rielly. “You want to just 
keep working, not give up… We’re going to just keep going until we right 
the ship.” 

There’s a lot of noise around the Leafs these days from wannabe general 
managers on Twitter and talk radio who’d love to trade this guy, send that 
guy to the minors, blow up the team and start another rebuild. 

“We started off a lot worse last year and everyone tried to put shambles 
in our brain. So it’s not going to happen with us,” said Marner. “That 
outside noise, it’s big in Toronto. We’re blocking that out.” 

There are calls from the fan base for president Brendan Shanahan to 
clean house. The fact that GM Kyle Dubas doesn’t have a contract 
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beyond July 1 would suggest the team president has already considered 
that an option. Head coach Sheldon Keefe was asked Sunday if he 
thought his job might be on the line, but he sidestepped the answer. 

“We’re used to dealing with noises; it’s not new,” said Keefe. 

The Leafs believe they are simply too good to be this bad. 

Anaheim Ducks center Trevor Zegras scores the overtime winner to 
extend the Maple Leafs’ losing streak. 

“We have complete belief in our group and confidence in the people we 
have, the skill that we have,” said captain John Tavares. “We’re all going 
to put our best foot forward and we’re going to work our way out of it.” 

The way out isn’t exactly clear. Roughly the same rejigged forward lines 
and defensive pairs are expected to play Wednesday against the 
Philadelphia Flyers at Scotiabank Arena. 

The deficiencies on defence may be alleviated at the end of the week 
when Timothy Liljegren (hernia) and Jordie Benn (groin) are eligible to 
come off long-term injured reserve. Jake Muzzin (neck) joined the team 
in California to see a specialist, so his return is probably farther off. 
Liljegren (a right-handed shooter who had a breakthrough season last 
year) and Benn (a physical defender) seem close to returning. 

They’ve dug themselves a hole, no question. They frittered away points 
early last season, but the chasm between the haves and have-nots was 
so wide that by Christmas another post-season appearance was not in 
doubt. 

As things stand now, they are seventh in the Atlantic in points percentage 
(.500), and the only team in the division that has allowed more goals than 
it has scored. And the Atlantic does not look like it’s going to be a 
cakewalk. The Buffalo Sabres and Detroit Red Wings both seem a lot 
better, the Montreal Canadiens are better than advertised and the Ottawa 
Senators are just two points behind with two games in hand. 

“We knew coming into the season it’s going to be competitive,” said 
Keefe. “The league is very tough to win. We’ve got to focus on the 
process and improving. For us, results haven’t been there and the 
process hasn’t been good enough. Results are going to come. I believe 
that’s inevitable if we take care of what we can.” 

Last year, when they started 2-4-1 and were losing to the Chicago 
Blackhawks, who hadn’t won a game to that point, there was a team 
meeting in the first intermission that turned them around. Someone — 
believed to be Jason Spezza — said they had to stop feeling sorry for 
themselves. They went on to beat Chicago and start a five-game win 
streak, and didn’t look back. 

It’s unclear if they’ve had that moment yet. But after Sunday’s game, 
there was an opportunity. The Leafs stayed in Anaheim for a team dinner 
and flew home Monday. 

They were saying all the right things. 

“It’d be real easy to feel like the world’s crashing down on you,” said 
Matthews. “Everybody within our group expects a lot from each other. 
And we have a standard that obviously we need to raise. 

“It starts within the group. It’s easy to kind of look on the outside and read 
all the stuff that’s being written. But in the end, it doesn’t matter. What 
matters is our belief in our group and inside the room, and what we need 
to do to obviously turn it around.” 
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Toronto Six turn to new wave of international talent after losing leading 
scorer to free agency 

Dominika Lásková is one of three players from outside North America to 
sign with the Six after Mikyla Grant-Mentis inked a league-record deal 
with the Buffalo Beauts. 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 

 

Toronto Six centre Dominika Lásková has probably driven more 
kilometres on Highway 400 than any other player in the Premier Hockey 
Federation. 

Lásková and linemate/best friend Tereza Vanisová live on the outskirts of 
Barrie and have been commuting daily to the Canlan Sports complex at 
York University for practice ahead of the club’s season-opening 
doubleheader, Saturday and Sunday against the visiting Minnesota 
Whitecaps. 

The forwards highlight a new wave of international talent just starting to 
rack up mileage on the ice after the departure of leading scorer Mikyla 
Grant-Mentis via free agency. 

“As much as I love Mikyla and that she’s a great player, I think there’s a 
lot of players on our team who can replace her,” Lásková said after a 
recent practice. “And it doesn’t have to be one. It could be three or more 
people. I like the team right now. I think we have a great chemistry and 
we’ll be fine.” 

That seems to be the consensus around the league as the Six — coming 
off a 16-4-0 season, second in the standings — move on without Grant-
Mentis, who led the club with 30 points last season before landing a 
league-record contract reportedly worth $80,000 (U.S.) from the Buffalo 
Beauts. 

Lásková, who roomed with Grant-Mentis when they attended Merrimack 
College near Boston from 2016 to 2018, is also a top blueliner with the 
Czech national team but will line up at centre in Toronto. 

Lásková, Vanisová and Leah Lum (from the Chinese national team) are 
the first players from outside North America to sign with the Six. 

The trio – James, Heaney, and Small – have helped shift the Six from a 
top team in the PHF, to a paradigm for success in women’s hockey that 
also features an ownership group comprised of James, a Hockey Hall of 
Famer, former NHL coach Ted Nolan, and Bernice Carnegie, co-chair of 
the Carnegie Initiative, established to promote inclusiveness in hockey. 

Off the ice, new general manager Angela James brought in Geraldine 
Heaney as head coach under new club president Sami-Jo Small — all 
three former stars for Canada on the international hockey stage. 

The team’s new diverse ownership group includes James, a Hockey Hall 
of Famer, former NHL coach Ted Nolan and Bernice Carnegie, co-chair 
of the Carnegie Initiative, established to promote inclusiveness in hockey. 

Dominika Lásková is a top blueliner with the Czech national team and will 
line up at centre for the Toronto Six this season. 

Heaney, hired just over a month ago, said she didn’t know much about 
Lásková, Vanisová or Lum until she bumped into former Canadian 
teammate Carla MacLeod, who coached the Czech women to their first 
world championship medal (bronze) in May. 

“We were talking about the world championships and it was the first time 
they medalled, so I was saying: Hey, (Lásková) must be pretty good,” 
said Heaney. “I texted (Lásková) and congratulated her. And then I asked 
about Tereza, and (MacLeod) said she’s our best player ... Now that I’ve 
seen both of them in practices and Leah, too … they’ll help our team out, 
for sure.” 

The 25-year-old Lásková, who attended the Hockey Training Institute 
near Barrie when she was younger, arrives amid renewed speculation 
that the Premier Hockey Federation and Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players Association will team up — one league for the best women’s 
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players in the world. Hope for the long-sought merger was amplified 
recently by Canadian superstar Marie-Philip Poulin, now preparing for the 
PWHPA’s next showcase from Nov. 4 to 6 in Truro, N.S., the same 
weekend as the Six opener. 

While keeping tabs on any progress on that front and adjusting to life with 
the Six, Lásková has also been coaching at the Hockey Training Institute 
to help pay the bills: “I’d rather be busy than sitting down and watching 
TV, waiting for practices.” 

She said brother Michael inspired her to play hockey, and that she wears 
his old No. 14 from his Czech national team days for that reason. The 
family stays in touch often, with occasional visits to Barrie. 

“My mom (Pavlina) is a hair stylist and my dad (Jaroslav) is in 
construction … He’s going to build my new house one day,” Lásková 
said, smiling. 

Over the weekend, the Six were supposed to play an exhibition game in 
Laval vs. Montreal but it was cancelled because of a “sudden family 
loss.” The team said in a tweet Monday morning that it wasn’t a player or 
staff member who died but wouldn’t comment further out of privacy. This 
weekend’s games are expected to go ahead as scheduled. 
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Maple Leafs must get their house in order 

 

Lance Hornby6-7 minutes 31/10/2022 

 

Maple Leafs must get their house in order 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said the trip back from Anaheim 
would have been much better had Toronto picked up the OT win on 
Sunday night.  

The maligned Maple Leafs will still feel some love Wednesday night, as 
always, at the climax of a loud and flashy pre-game Bay St. show. 

But woe on them if another slow start follows four losses on their just-
completed Western road trip. They provided little for travelling members 
of Leafs Nation to celebrate and patience back home, stretched by long 
memories of playoffs past, will be thin. 

To try to get back in their good graces, coach Sheldon Keefe will likely 
start with a lengthy reset practice on Tuesday. The Leafs face an 
improved Philadelphia team, albeit which will have played the night 
before, then the division-leading Boston Bruins to start a weekend back-
to-back that ends in Carolina. 

In reviewing the last trip, that began with a win in Winnipeg, Keefe 
ruefully noted a favourable overtime outcome in San Jose, Anaheim or 
both would’ve lightened the mood on the flight back. 

He compared it to this time last year when William Nylander‘s OT goal in 
Chicago provided an improbable win that began reversing a 2-5 start. 

“(Anaheim) was pretty similar to that game in nature,” Keefe said. “We 
get the win, that changes things for us. We don’t have that feeling going 
home now. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

“It’s such a fine line. Every time you get into these overtime games it can 
change so much. There’s a puck laying on the goal line (Mitch Marner 
deked his way to within inches of beating Anaheim’s John Gibson) then 
15 seconds later, it’s in our net and changes the whole vibe. 

“So, we can’t get too worked up about the result, just focus on the 
process, what we did well that gave us a chance to win. 

‘We’ll get some healthy bodies back soon (defencemen Timothy Liljegren 
and Jordie Benn complete their conditioning stints with the Marlies at 
week’s end). Those kinds of things will give us a boost in themselves.” 
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Maple Leafs' leadership group should look at themselves 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

They wear the ‘C,’ the ‘A’s’ and the ‘$ sign’ at the top of the Maple Leafs 
salary list. 

But D, E and even F could be the grades applied to the leadership group 
in the first 10 games, most certainly during four of five losses on the just-
completed Western road trip. 

Kyle Dubas and Sheldon Keefe deserve respective scrutiny for cheap 
cap moves that have yet to pan out and left little wiggle room when 
injuries struck and for a series of flat starts. Then came Sunday’s late 
collapse in Anaheim. 

Unless you believe the Leaf stars are actually trying to get Keefe fired — 
remember, Dubas brought him in to break the Babcock yoke — it’s on 
them to stand up before separation in the standings puts further pressure 
on all elements. 

As the faces of the team that management puts in front of the cameras 
every day, that means no more blathering about being in this same 
position last year. Time to be the game-changers they were in that 
November rally. 

“You can get frustrated all you want, it’s not going to help anything” 
alternate captain Morgan Rielly said Sunday. “You can talk about a lot of 
different things but this is on us. Players are in control of the outcome. 

“Nobody is making excuses, that it’s early, that it’s okay. We’re not 
saying that. We keep our focus that it’s a long season. 

“We’re not going to try to turn away from anything, we keep going until 
we right the ship. We have the belief in the group, we have the 
individuals. It’s on us to go out there and do it.” 

You can’t fault the exuberance that Mitch Marner plays with. Few Leafs in 
recent memory have embraced the Toronto hockey spotlight the way he 
and Auston Matthews have. It also makes it harder for Marner to control 
his emotions when things go south, smashing his stick at the bench in 
anger. 

His response to media of all stripes who “tried to put shambles in our 
brains” was a classic Mitch mashup quote when he’s agitated, but he 
owned up to brain cramps, one that led to a key goal in Anaheim’s 
comeback. 

Matthews scored Sunday, but three goals is still far behind his expected 
pace. He’s rushing shots and, at times, staying on the ice too long in 
search of the big play. If he’s to sign here long term and succeed John 
Tavares as captain one day, weathering these storms will be part of his 
job description. 

“It feels like the world is crashing down on you and all that stuff,” 
Matthews said of shutting out the noise. “But I think within our group, our 
organization, we expect a lot from each other and have a standard we, 
obviously, need to raise. 

“It’s not the road trip we wanted. We’ve got a lot of work to do and a bit of 
a hole we have to dig ourselves out of. It starts with us, it starts with 
myself.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 1, 2022 

 

Tavares, whom everyone expected to be slowed by an early season 
abdominal injury, has backed his comments with 10 points, tied with 
William Nylander for the team lead. 

It was put to him during the trip whether other clubs, seeing so much of 
Marner, Matthews, himself, Rielly and Nylander, now have their number, 
in areas such as power play. 

“It’s a good question. I do know whenever a team has a strength like that 
for multiple seasons, your opponent will start to key on things to make it 
more difficult. 

“For us it’s a matter of keeping the confidence, keeping the positivity. I 
don’t think anyone is being discouraged.” 

But getting the stars to align on ice and off will determine where the 
whole group is headed in what’s already been a turbulent autumn. 
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SIMMONS: Maple Leafs on trial; heads may roll. Just about everything in 
question 

 

Steve Simmons 

 

This is not about blue-and-white noise or a product of an overly active 
media environment. 

This is not driven from the outside crazies or the online ‘Who are we 
going to fire today internet provocateurs?’ 

This is about performance and nothing else, and the rather precarious 
early-season state of the Maple Leafs is more than upsetting. This is a 
crisis circumstance today, that will get the attention of ownership, that will 
get the attention of management at the highest level, and quite possibly 
be a spreading crisis by tomorrow. 

This is not the usual early season concern, the shrug-your-shoulders 
type. There is every reason to believe the Leafs are nearing implosion 
time whether that means a firing or firings or a trade of monumental 
impact will be determined by how the team responds Wednesday against 
Philadelphia, Saturday night against Boston, Sunday night in Carolina, 
next Tuesday against Vegas: Suddenly, this hockey season is about 
game to game. And suddenly, the Maple Leafs are on trial and an early 
season verdict awaits. 

This begins with the players, more than anyone else. This team has 
enough talent to compete. This team should be among the better teams 
in hockey. This roster has holes – every roster has holes in the salary-
capped NHL of today – but it comes back to performance. 

Quality of play. Level of play. Level of determination. Level of 
intelligence. Level of game smarts. Level of execution. The Leafs have 
already lost to Arizona, San Jose and Anaheim – three of the absolute 
worst teams in hockey. They should be embarrassed by that. 

But when you listen to the players, before the games, after the games, 
and maybe they are just spouting the usual collections of cliches and 
nonsense for media – but there is almost no desperation in their words or 
their play, no outward realization that this is an underperforming mess, 
with 12% of the season already gone. 

The Leafs have scored 27 goals in 10 games played and not surprisingly 
rank 27th in the NHL in scoring, just behind Arizona, just ahead of 
Columbus. Last year, they were second in goals scored. 

Last year they had the best power play in the NHL: Right now, they rank 
11th in the league with the man advantage and were eighth best in 
penalty kill. This year they’re 25th. 

The Hart Trophy winner and Rocket Richard winner Auston Matthews 
was first in goal scoring a year ago, second in points per game, and sixth 
in points scoring having missed nine games throughout the season. Right 
now, Matthews is just like his team, trying to find himself, trying to 
rediscover his brilliance. He is 76th in the NHL in goal scoring, tied with 
fourth-liner David Kampf, tied with 60 other players who have managed 
three goals. He is 54th in points scored, tied with 24 other players. This is 
not where Matthews should be – even a slumping Matthews – and he is 
by no means alone. 

Matthews’ linemate and dance partner, Mitch Marner, abandoned his 
usual defensive prowess Sunday night in Anaheim, giving up the puck far 
too easily. Two of his giveaways ended up in goals for the Ducks. That 
landed him a spot on the Leafs bench and coach Sheldon Keefe, under 
enough heat himself in the early going, benched Marner for only a shift or 
two. 

Many coaches would have ended Marner’s night after the second scoring 
giveaway that sent Marner down the hallway in Anaheim, with enough 
energy to angrily break a stick and then return to the bench where he 
should have spent the rest of the night. 

This is Keefe’s dilemma. He’s damned if he does, damned if he doesn’t. 
He has a six-man defence that is a Rubik’s Cube. No matter how many 
times you move the parts around, the problems remain. Without a 
healthy Jake Muzzin, which may not happen ever again, and without a 
healthy Timothy Liljegren, the parts don’t fit. He’s trying to make it work 
but this is all his general manager, Kyle Dubas, has provided him with. 
You can rely on TJ Brodie on the Leafs end. You can’t rely on any of the 
other Toronto defencemen when pressed. 

This is the disconnect you find often on losing teams. There is too much 
separation between defence and offence. The forwards blame the 
defence when they don’t get the puck cleanly and in good positions. The 
defence blames the forwards when they don’t get enough puck support 
or physical or positional support. On losing teams, defence blamed 
forwards, forwards blame defence and little gets accomplished. Keefe 
has to find a way to make that work. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

That is among his many challenges so early in this season. 

Linemates John Tavares and William Nylander are tied for 23rd in 
scoring in the NHL or tied for 34th, depending on how you want to do the 
math. Their play has been reasonable for most of the season. The 
majority of the forwards can’t say the same. The Leafs hoped to have a 
fourth line that could be difficult to play against. They don’t. They hoped 
to have a third line that was difficult to play against. They don’t. 

Their best players need to be their best players and their worst players 
need to be a whole lot better. 

This is the roster Dubas has provided for Keefe. The coach isn’t 
succeeding. The general manager isn’t helping. The president, Brendan 
Shanahan, who hired the GM and approved the hiring of the coach, and 
is forever patient, has to be running out of patience. As are the owners 
we are told. 

The players can change all this. They need to find their form and fast. 
Before someone is calling for someone’s head – and it might well be one 
of them. 
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TRAIKOS: From firing the coach to firing the GM, here's five ways to fix 
the Maple Leafs 

 

Michael Traikos 
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They should fire the coach. Or the general manager. Or make a trade. Or 
put the lines in the blender again.  

Something has to give after the Toronto Maple Leafs returned home from 
an ugly road trip where they lost four of five games to some of the worst 
teams in the NHL. Right now, nothing is working for them. The stars 
aren’t producing the way they’re supposed to, the defence is allowing far 
too many chances and the goalies aren’t bailing them out like they were 
in the past. 

Add it up and it’s not surprising that the Leafs are off to a 4-4-2 start. And 
while it’s not the end of the world, it’s also not indicative of a team that 
had entered the season as a top contender for the Stanley Cup. 

Here are five ways to fix the problems: 

1. Fire the coach 

This is the one of easiest fixes that the Leafs can make. And the reason 
has less to do with Sheldon Keefe, who sounds like he’s lost the team, 
and more to do with who’s out there waiting for a phone call. Yes, we’re 
talking about Barry Trotz. The 60-year-old veteran coach is everything 
the Leafs need right now: he’s structured, he’s respected and he knows 
how to transform a high-flying offensive team into a championship 
contender. The only problem is firing the coach blames Keefe for all that 
has gone wrong. That’s not right. Still, look around the league and you’ll 
find plenty of examples where a new voice behind the bench 
(Philadelphia, Boston and Vegas, just to name a few) has led to positive 
results. 

2. Fire the GM 

Talk to fans and this is the change that they want. And for good reason. 
In five years on the job, GM Kyle Dubas has not built a championship 
team. He hasn’t even built a team that can win a playoff round. And with 
so much money tied up in so few players, you can argue that it’s getting 
worse — not better. The Leafs lack depth up front, on defence and in net. 
That’s on Dubas more than it is on Keefe or the players. The problem is 
changing GMs in the middle of the season isn’t easy. Just ask the Oilers 
or Canucks. As for replacements, you could go back to former assistant 
GM Mark Hunter, who was pushed out when the team promoted Dubas. 
Or maybe you let president Brendan Shanahan call the shots until 
someone more permanent can come in. 

3. Make a trade 

With Jake Muzzin out indefinitely and Timothy Liljegren and Jordie Benn 
still nursing injuries that could keep them out another week or so, the 
Leafs’ defence is not up to NHL standards. Justin Holl looks completely 
lost out there. Mark Giordano looks old and slow. And Rasmus Sandin 
looks like he’s going through the typical highs and lows of someone who 
has not yet played 100 games. Toronto needs a top-4 defenceman — 
maybe two of them. And the only way to get them is via a trade. That 
might mean packaging a roster player, such as Alex Kerfoot or Nick 
Robertson, to Arizona for Jakob Chychrun or to Anaheim for John 
Klingberg. The way the defence has let them down, Toronto could use 
both. 

4. Switch up the lines 

It’s time to split up Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. While the two 
forwards have worked well together in the past, they simply aren’t getting 
the job done right now. And it has more to do with Marner, who was 
benched for a couple of shifts against the Ducks on Sunday, than it does 
Matthews. One simple option is to put William Nylander back with 
Matthews, and have Marner join John Tavares on a line. That’s a familiar 
spot for all four players, who played this way under Mike Babcock back in 
2018-19. That was the year when Marner had 94 points, Tavares had 47 
goals and Matthews averaged 1.07 points per game. Not bad, 
considering that was also the year when Nylander went AWOL with just 
seven goals and 27 points in 54 games. 

5. Do nothing 

The Leafs, who have lost four straight, are 4-4-2 to start the season. It’s 
bad. But it’s not terrible. Last year, the team also went 4-4-2 and ended 
up finishing with 115 points. A win against Philadelphia on Wednesday 
would put them back in a playoff spot. Most of their problems are self-
inflicted and might be corrected once Matthews and Marner start 
producing the way they’re supposed to. Or once some of the defence 
gets healthy. Or once they get their confidence back. After all, this team 
is still far too talented to be a .500 team. They just need to start showing 
it consistently — and for 60 minutes. 
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Mirtle: Why the Maple Leafs may need a trade to end their latest tailspin 

 

James Mirtle 

 

It’s hard to believe we’re back here in panic land again so soon in 
Toronto. 

Although maybe it shouldn’t be. 

There’s been a tendency early this season by some to write the Maple 
Leafs struggles off as a redux version of what happened last year, when 
they started slow and then played at a 119-point pace from Nov. 1 
onwards. 

Only Colorado was better over that stretch. 

There are a number of differences between that slow start and this one, 
however. For one, Auston Matthews isn’t coming off a significant surgery. 
For another, goaltending hasn’t really been the issue the way it was a 
year ago, when Michael Hutchinson was for some reason still starting 
games. 

Even more significantly, I would argue, the Leafs have faced a very weak 
schedule — one of the easiest leaguewide so far — and their underlying 
results in terms of puck possession and expected goals have been 
extremely mediocre. 

They’re not scoring. They’re not defending well. They’re not controlling 
play and simply getting unlucky. They’re just really, to put it charitably, 
meh right now. 

The easy portion of the Leafs’ schedule is effectively over as of this 
weekend, too, with a back-to-back against Boston and Carolina looming. 
The rest of the way, the Leafs have one of the most difficult runs of any 
team. 

If they can’t fix some of what ails them relatively quickly, major changes 
are going to be needed. 

That’s not really news if you’re following the latest firestorms here in the 
city. Various media outlets and betting sites have had Sheldon Keefe on 
the hot seat from the start of the campaign, and this latest four-game 
losing streak has only dialled that talk up to 11. 

And I get it. The coach is often the first to go in situations like this. 
They’re more disposable than stars making a lot of money, especially in 
a tight cap environment where roughly two-thirds of the league is either 
into long-term injured reserve or within a half million of the $82.5-million 
ceiling. 

Keefe hasn’t been perfect in his tenure with the Leafs, but he has a .669 
points percentage — one of the highest in league history — and led them 
to a 115-point campaign a year ago. He also isn’t responsible for a lot of 
the mess on the roster, including the lack of scoring options in the bottom 
six and the lack of defensive depth with Jake Muzzin, Timothy Liljegren 
and Jordie Benn all out. 
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I believe they should give him more time to right the ship. And they 
should give him more to work with, too. 

This brings us to the main alternative to firing the coach in early 
November — a trade. 

While the start of the season isn’t the best time to be scouring the NHL’s 
trade market, and the Leafs are going to be dealing from a position of 
weakness given their losing skid, GM Kyle Dubas does have one thing in 
his favour. With Muzzin on LTIR — quite possibly for the rest of the 
season based on what I’m hearing — Toronto can put a large portion of 
his $5.625-million salary to work on the open market. 

Some of that will have to be allocated to Liljegren, who just played a 
couple of games with the Marlies on the weekend as part of a rehab 
assignment. But even in a worst-case scenario, the Leafs will have an 
extra $4 million in financial flexibility, something that the vast majority of 
the teams likely in the playoff race simply do not. 

In a best-case scenario, Dubas could look to trade some of his 
underperforming players as part of any move, freeing up even more 
salary room. 

Some of the top candidates to go to shake things up could include Justin 
Holl ($2 million), Pierre Engvall ($2.25 million), Alexander Kerfoot ($3.5 
million) or Nicolas Aube-Kubel ($1 million). 

If they keep losing, perhaps some even bigger names are in the mix. 

Even without subtracting a significant roster piece, however, the Leafs 
are now in a position to be players for a difference maker in a deal — 
assuming that some of what they give up is made up of prospects or 
picks. 

Jakob Chychrun is one name out there, although given he’s almost 
exclusively played the left side and with his recent injury history, there’s 
some buyer-beware factors there. (The asking price from the Coyotes is 
also sky high.) 

John Klingberg is an interesting idea, with the Ducks in freefall. He is only 
on a one-year deal and could help with Toronto’s puck-moving issues on 
the right side. 

Other pending UFA types the Leafs could target? Vladislav Gavrikov in 
Columbus is very intriguing, given how strong he is defensively. Damon 
Severson, Scott Mayfield, Shayne Gostisbehere, Dmitry Kulikov, Justin 
Braun, Kevin Shattenkirk and Troy Stecher are all potential rentals, too, 
and all of them can play the right side. 

Defence is top of mind with how badly some of the Leafs blueliners are 
wobbling, but they could also deploy their cap space to find scoring help 
for the bottom-six forward group or try to add another goaltender to 
upgrade on third-stringer Erik Kallgren. 

With the injuries they’ve had early on, the Leafs have been icing a lineup 
that is making $10 million or so under the cap on some nights. 
Recouping at least some of that by spending Muzzin’s salary is going to 
be vital within the coming months. 

The Leafs have had some luck making these midseason deals and 
getting a shot in the arm, going back to when they added Muzzin almost 
four years ago. They also acquired Jack Campbell in a similarly tricky 
situation and beefed up their blueline twice a year ago by bringing in Ilya 
Lyubushkin and Mark Giordano. 

It can be done. 

But in addition to improving the roster, the other positive about going the 
trade route is the message that it sends, especially if it involves sending 
out a long-time teammate, even someone who plays down the lineup. 
The message is, in part, that the Leafs aren’t going to simply fire the 
coach at the first sign of trouble. 

It’s also a message that more deals could be coming, should they 
continue to falter. 

Because, frankly, this very much looks like a group of players who could 
use some of that outside motivation. 
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Sheldon Keefe took a huge risk when he benched Mitch Marner. It could 
backfire 

 

Jonas Siegel 

 

Five years ago, for five games in October, Mitch Marner played on the 
Maple Leafs fourth line. 

It was a temporary demotion from then-Leafs coach Mike Babcock that 
didn’t sit well with Marner, who was 20 and early into his second season. 
The wound never really healed, and Babcock was fired, amid another 
Marner-related controversy, two years later. 

Benching Marner, as current Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe did over the 
weekend, was a gigantic risk, with more clear downside than upside. It 
was a much, much bolder move than sending a young Marner to the 
fourth line early in the Leafs rejuvenation. 

The upside? 

The message of accountability is driven home to a struggling, fragile 
team. If Keefe won’t accept repeated errors from Marner, the 97-point 
man from last season earning $10.9 million on the cap, then he won’t 
accept repeated errors from anyone. 

The whole group will have to focus up after that and take their intensity to 
another level. 

Monday Morning Leafs Report: The pressure on Sheldon Keefe is rising: 
https://t.co/hOhsmfbB3J 

— Jonas Siegel (@jonassiegel) October 31, 2022 

There’s no bigger shock to the system than sitting down the guy who 
plays 23 minutes per game in all situations. 

Is that it though? Is there anything else? Any other upside to benching — 
and as a result, embarrassing — Marner? Is a momentary shock to the 
system enough? Was it going to motivate Marner? Has motivation ever 
been a problem for him? 

Keefe has the right as coach to play whoever he wants. But the potential 
gains feel too minimal for something this disruptive. The downside feels 
much greater. 

Keefe losing his second-best player, firstly. 

Marner isn’t like William Nylander, who brushes public criticism, and even 
benchings, right off his shoulder. Nylander, remember, was benched as 
recently as February 2021 and that was that. Keefe has critiqued his 
game publicly harder than any player but Pierre Engvall. And Nylander 
has just continued to go about his business. 

Marner isn’t so easy-breezy. 

He’s a different personality that way. He’s more emotional or as he said, 
“passionate.” He’s more likely to take something like this personally, not 
unlike the Babcock demotion. It was only two weeks ago that Keefe, 
mind you, after a particularly uninspired performance against the lowly 
Coyotes (32 percent expected goals this season), noted that his team’s 
“elite players didn’t play like elite players tonight.” 

It wasn’t unreasonable criticism. It also had the potential, four games into 
the season, to rankle those elite players. 
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Most brushed it off. Marner did not. A day later, he was still clearly 
perturbed. 

“I talked to him today,” Marner said, referring to a meeting he had with 
Keefe. “He explained what he meant to say and how it came out, and 
everything like that. We’ll leave it at that.” 

Keefe hadn’t singled out Marner. He did when he stapled him to the 
bench in Anaheim and appeared to even call him out in front of his 
teammates. 

Whether it’s something, as coach, Keefe should be able to do is kinda 
beside the point. Some players respond to that kind of coaching. Others 
don’t. Keefe has to know who it is that he’s singling out, and whether 
that’s going to yield enough of a reward to be worth all the coming 
drama. 

Not to mention the possibility that he loses Marner’s influence in the 
dressing room. 

Marner is one of the emotional leaders of the Leafs. His daily enthusiasm 
is unmatched. It sets a tone. Lose some of that and you lose, well, 
something in the big picture. 

More than that, it’s imperative that the best players on any team embrace 
what the coach is preaching. If Keefe loses any of that from benching 
Marner — and then bringing him back a few minutes later — he risks 
losing buy-in from the rest of the group. 

And without buy-in from the group, Keefe won’t be able to turn this team 
around. 

Again, for what beyond making an example out of Marner? 

Maybe emotion got the better of Keefe. 

Marner had already turned a puck over that led to a goal. Then he did it 
again as the team around him was crumbling, spurring the goal that 
brought Anaheim to within one. Maybe Keefe just snapped in the heat of 
the moment. 

He’s been particularly thorny all year, driving his team hard in training 
camp and then calling them out after the first game of the season. 

Of his approach, Keefe explained recently, “It’s a combination of the fact 
that we had talked before the season began about the importance of 
being really consistent and having our game as often as we can look 
ourselves. Right from Game 1, that wasn’t the case. 

“And for a team that’s been together as long as ours has,” the Leafs 
coach added, “there’s an expectation that you would start at a really high 
level and you don’t so that was disappointing. 

“We’ve been talking about not leaving those points on the table,” he went 
on “I don’t know if I had necessarily a game plan to how I was going to 
approach the early going here other than to say that there’s a high 
expectation that our group would continue to grow and have a good start 
to the season, particularly in those types of games we would be better 
and we haven’t been.” 

And he’s not wrong obviously. The Leafs have let points slip away to far 
inferior opponents, which could cost them the division, which could cost 
them again in the first round, which could cost people their jobs. 

And their best players, their elite players, haven’t been elite so far. 

With more of that kind of performance, the performance of last season, 
the Leafs wouldn’t be in this position. 

Keefe’s biggest task right now is to change that, to get those guys 
especially feeling good about themselves again. 

Benching Marner wouldn’t appear to help with those efforts. Maybe 
Keefe hopes it will motivate him. Is that worth it for the risks of lasting 
damage to their relationship? 

Where does the head coach go from here with Marner? How does he 
heal this is wound? How does he keep Marner on his side – if he hasn’t 
lost him already? 
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The pressure on Sheldon Keefe is rising: Monday Morning Leafs Report 

 

Jonas Siegel 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Mitch Marner has probably never been benched in 
his life. 

It’s what made Sheldon Keefe’s decision to sit him down for about six 
minutes in the third period on Sunday night so stunning — and also 
indicative of the rising stakes for the Leafs and their head coach. 

Benching one of the most important players on the team sends a very 
powerful message. It draws a clear line in the sand that errors, even 
“well-intentioned” errors, won’t be tolerated from anyone, even the top 
right winger in hockey and alternate captain who plays more minutes 
than just about anybody. 

It’s also an incredibly risky decision that could backfire. Keefe risks losing 
the backing of one of his most important players at a time when he needs 
all the support he can get. 

The benching comes less than two weeks after the Leafs coach critiqued 
the play of his top players in a loss to Arizona, criticism that Marner 
appeared most unhappy with. A meeting was needed to resolve things. 
Keefe later conceded that he could have phrased his criticism differently. 

Now, more turmoil. And more pressure on the head coach to turn things 
around. 

“I’m just gonna focus on what I can do here,” Keefe said when asked 
about his own job security after the loss to the Ducks, which saw his 
team blow a two-goal third-period lead. “I’ve got a job to do with the 
group. Our group has responded in the past. I thought we were 
responding well here today.” 

It feels premature for job discussion talks. Another 10 games like this 
though and all bets are off. 

Keefe’s tone seemed to change before the game. He seemed to lighten 
up. “Let’s just clear our heads and get out and play and do the things we 
know we can do,” he said of his message to the group before the game. 

His stance had been a lot firmer, harsh even, before that. 

During one point at training camp, Keefe halted practice and demanded 
more from the group. He stopped it again 20 seconds later when he 
didn’t see it and had the group do sprints. Not long after that, in the same 
on-ice session, Keefe implored the group to step up the physicality. 

“You’ve got to be f—— physical,” he said. 

Keefe blasted his team after they lost the regular-season opener to 
Montreal. Then came “Elite Players-Gate” five days later. Keefe has kept 
pushing and pushing. Hard. He halted practice in Vegas when he didn’t 
like what he was seeing. He got in the ear of Michael Bunting at one 
point when something was amiss. 

Bunting didn’t look pleased. 

Most worrisome is that his team has yet to respond to his prodding. Not 
after the first-week malaise. Not after the loss to the Golden Knights. Not 
after the loss to the Sharks when Keefe noted how well the top players 
for San Jose had played. And not after the sluggish loss to the Kings on 
Saturday. 
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Things were looking up briefly against the Ducks until they weren’t. 

Keefe pushed too hard too soon, which may explain the change in his 
tune ahead of the game against Anaheim. 

Then, of course, came the shocking Marner benching, the result of two 
turnovers that led to two goals for the Ducks. Keefe had been urging his 
team to take better care of the puck. He chose to make an example out 
of Marner. 

It was a huge card to play — benching the star player. There are only so 
many times a coach can play a card like that, and Keefe has played 
plenty of them already in October alone. 

“You just gotta know what’s going on in the game,” Keefe said of the 
Marner turnovers. “Everybody has to be responsible for their touch of the 
puck … Both were well-intentioned and everything like that — it’s just, 
they’re tough plays. We gotta manage those plays better. But we also 
have to have better support around (the puck) so if things go bad we’re in 
good spots.” 

“I put a lot on my shoulders, put a lot of pressure on myself and I wasn’t 
happy with that second turnover especially,” Marner said of the O-zone 
giveaway that spurred the goal that brought the Ducks within one. “I want 
to make sure I’m doing better than that and helping this team win better 
than that.” 

Lineup adjustments from the coach have yet to pay dividends. Usually a 
five-on-five juggernaut, the Leafs have been middle of the road so far 
instead. They’ve struggled to score goals. Their best players have yet to 
take off. Special teams have been hit or miss. The Leafs haven’t put 
together even one complete performance. More than that is how out of 
sorts they’ve looked most nights. Slow. Careless at times. And far from 
dangerous offensively. 

As Keefe noted, his team responded to similar early-season turmoil last 
year. Fifteen wins in 17 games after starting 2-4-1. 

“You’re just kinda waiting for it to come together,” he said. “And it comes 
together and all of a sudden, for the remainder of the season we were as 
good as any team in the league.” 

It’s up to the head coach to spur that response again. His team is 
underachieving at the moment. 

Five Points 

1. Frustration: Marner and Auston Matthews voiced similar messages 
after the Ducks loss. 

Said Matthews of how this start compares to last season: “It feels like the 
world’s crashing down on you and all this stuff … (E)verybody within 
expects a lot from each other and we have a standard that obviously we 
need to raise. And it starts within the group. It’s easy to look on the 
outside and read all the stuff that’s being written and all that stuff. But in 
the end, it doesn’t matter. What matters is our belief in our group and 
inside the room and what we need to do to obviously turn it around.” 

Marner was a tad fierier, noting that, “We started off a lot worse last year 
and everyone tried to put shambles in our brain. It’s not gonna happen 
with us.” 

Of the rising heat around the team, he added: “For us, we’re blocking that 
out. We know we got that confidence in that room. We got the players in 
that room. It’s just making sure we stick with our programming, stick with 
our systems, and stuff’s gonna start falling for us. It hasn’t here recently. I 
think we just gotta play a little simpler sometimes, get pucks more to the 
net, just be more direct with it. I think sometimes we got a little too carried 
away, trying to look for too much of a pretty play.” 

2. Top players: One big priority for Keefe right now: getting Marner, 
Matthews, William Nylander and John Tavares going. 

Matthews has one five-on-five point all season. Tavares has yet to score 
a five-on-five goal through 10 games. Marner hasn’t been quite as 
electric as last season. Nylander has been hit or miss. (The Matthews 

line did look as good as they have all season early against the Ducks 
before petering out.) 

Of their early struggles, Keefe said, “I think what happens is when you 
get early in a season you get a lot of offensive players that want to 
contribute and know that they can contribute, want to put up numbers, 
and know what their role is on the team. And (when) that’s not happening 
early in the season, all of a sudden you start to second-guess yourself 
and other areas of your game start to slip. You just gotta stop 
overthinking this thing and get out and move our feet, move the puck 
quickly, get to the net.” 

Which sounds a lot like those remarks from Marner. Which suggests the 
players are at least hearing their coach. 

3. Nylander at centre Pt. 1: Why is Nylander playing centre all of a 
sudden, amid continued lineup shuffling from Keefe? 

The answer appears to be two-fold. 

First, the Leafs need another centre. 

Alex Kerfoot started the season as the fourth guy in line behind 
Matthews, Tavares and David Kampf. But as in previous seasons with 
Kerfoot at centre, “We decided to move away from that,” Keefe explained 
last week. 

Calle Jarnkrok was up next. But it became clear, pretty quickly, that 
Jarnkrok may not be a viable option either. Jarnkrok played centre 
against the Sharks and Kings, and finished with a 31 percent expected 
goals mark. 

The Leafs could play Pierre Engvall at centre, but that would keep him 
away from Kampf. And Kampf has played his best hockey as a Leaf with 
Engvall. So, Nylander. 

4. Nylander at centre Pt. 2: ALSO: For the second year in a row, the 
Nylander-Tavares combination wasn’t working. 

In fact, results between the two so far this season have been worse than 
last year, when Keefe eventually decided the two could no longer play 
together regularly. 

Per 60 mins 2022-23 2021-22 

Attempts 

For 

66.8 

65.1 

Against 

64.5 

53.1 

Shots 

For 

36.5 

36.1 

Against 

36.9 

30.1 

Expected goals 

For 

3.2 

3.1 
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Against 

3.2 

2.3 

Is Nylander a long-term option in the middle? Maybe. Maybe not. The 
Leafs should at least explore the possibility given the lack of viable 
options otherwise. It might give them a needed jolt of offence from lower 
in the lineup. To that point, Nylander set up a Denis Malgin goal in 
Anaheim. 

Keefe can also send Nylander out for extra offensive-zone faceoffs with 
Tavares-led units. 

A Nylander-centred line does need major protection. Big-time stuffing in 
the offensive zone. Can they survive when they do end up playing 
defence? TBD. It’s possible that putting Nylander into the middle, where 
the demands are higher defensively, brings out a more determined effort 
from him at that end. 

It’s presumably a lack of trust on that side of things that’s kept Nylander 
out of the middle in past spots when the Leafs were short a centre. 

If not Nylander, or Kerfoot, or Jarnkrok, management will have to explore 
an outside alternative. They could give current Marlie Pontus Holmberg a 
try at some point too. 

5. Up top: A positive for the Leafs and their power play: Matthews has 
made an adjustment that’s yielding him cleaner looks. You’ll notice him 
roaming more often at the top of the PP1 formation these days, just 
inside the blue line. There’s more room for him to operate there, more 
space to get that powerful shot off. “I feel like a lot of times I’m kinda just 
getting sat on,” Matthews said. “I think it’s important to get us moving 
around and giving some different looks to keep (the opponent) guessing 
a little bit more.” 

Matthews scored his first power-play goal of the year from three-point 
land in San Jose last week: 

lil Papi Power for ya   pic.twitter.com/20es2YFUG6 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 28, 2022 

He also fired a shot from deep that Tavares tipped home against 
Winnipeg: 

Two on the night for Johnny!   pic.twitter.com/kjjITE2mmB 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) October 23, 2022 

You can see from his shooting map on the power play last season that 
he didn’t venture out there all that much. 

Switching up locations makes a lot of sense with penalty kills doing all 
they can to ensure that he can’t rip it cleanly — aka “getting sat on.” 

Bonus Point: Keefe has come up with one combination that’s working: 
Kampf and Engvall together again. Kampf’s expected goals percentage 
with the Swede: 64 percent. Add in Zach Aston-Reese, who had maybe 
his best game as a Leaf in Anaheim, and the Leafs have the makings of 
a useful bottom-six line. 

Things I Think I Think 

1. If the Leafs don’t end up winning the Atlantic and face another stiff 
first-round opponent next spring, remember October. In four games 
against a group of lower-class teams — Montreal, Arizona, San Jose and 
Anaheim — the Leafs collected just two of a possible eight points. That’s 
how you lose the division. 

2. Giving Filip Kral his start in the NHL over the weekend backfired. It felt 
a little dicey to send Kral out for his first NHL games while the team was 
scuffling so much, particularly on defence. Kral’s inexperience showed 
especially in the Ducks game. He struggled with the puck, the pace, the 
size. He didn’t play a single shift in the third period. 

Point of Curiosity 

How will the Leafs respond now? 

The schedule will do them no favours. The Leafs will get the Flyers on 
Wednesday. Then, a difficult weekend back-to-back against the Bruins 
(at home) and the Hurricanes (on the road). Then, the Golden Knights 
two nights later. 

There were at least signs of improvement against the Ducks before the 
meltdown. Maybe the turning point is near …? 

Last October, the Leafs were walloped 7-1 by the Penguins, then lost 4-1 
to the Hurricanes in what Keefe believed was a turning point. Next game, 
his team fell behind 2-0 to Chicago at home before rallying back to win in 
OT. They kept winning from there. 

Will history repeat itself? 

Stats and research courtesy of Natural Stat Trick and Evolving Hockey 
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NHL Draft 2023 top 64 prospects: Connor Bedard, Adam Fantilli headline 
rankings 
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Welcome to my preliminary ranking of the top 64 prospects eligible for 
the 2023 NHL Draft. 

This ranking follows my way-too-early top 26 and my preseason top 32 
(released in August). It will be followed by my midseason top 64 
(released in February), an updated top 32 following U18 Worlds (new this 
year in May), and my final top 100 (released in June). 

The class of 2023 is shaping up to be a special one. This draft will be my 
10th doing this work and I believe it has a real chance to challenge 2015 
as the best age group I’ve scouted to date, led by a stellar — and deep 
— collection of high-end forwards and three A-plus prospects at the very 
top. 

This top 64 is composed of 47 forwards (a nearly three-quarters share 
reflective of the strength of the draft up front), 15 defencemen (a smaller-
than-usual share reflective of a draft that is relatively weak on defence, 
especially at the high end where none rank in my top 10) and two 
goaltenders (the crop of goalies eligible for 2023 has actually grown on 
me during my work this fall and there were two additional goalies who 
narrowly missed the list). 

Note: Though I consult scouts, coaches, general managers, team staff, 
and agents in building my draft boards, the following evaluations are 
strictly my own. 

1. Connor Bedard — C, Regina Pats, 5-foot-10 

Bedard’s the kind of prospect who scores 28 points in 15 games as a 15-
year-old in the WHL, two points per game at U18 worlds as a double 
underager, 51 goals and 100 points on a dreadful team at 16, six goals in 
four games at U18 Worlds as an underager this time (in what wasn’t 
even his best hockey), eight goals and 13 points in nine world juniors 
games (after forcing his way onto the first of those two teams by torching 
the selection camp), and then starts his draft year as a 17-year-old who 
won’t turn 18 until next July (we can almost forget that!) by leading the 
WHL in virtually every statistical category (on a middling team with one 
drafted NHL prospect at forward) only to leave you thinking he might be 
riding a bit of bad luck (his shooting percentage is actually down versus 
last year’s). 
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That’s because he can do things that nobody else can. I’m not talking 
about him compared to other prospects in this draft. I’m talking nobody. 
As in, you could put him on the ice with the world’s best shooters (say, 
Auston Matthews, Nikita Kucherov, Patrik Laine, Alex Ovechkin and 
Steven Stamkos) and they wouldn’t be able to load up just off of their 
lead skate and fire it off balance like he does. He’s got one of the best 
shooting actions in motion I’ve ever seen. The way he drops the puck 
into the middle of his stance and then explodes it off of his blade almost 
without any forward motion to indicate the shot’s coming is remarkable. 
While that bent-sideways cannon that he has off of his right hip is his 
defining quality, it’s not the only tool he has that is singular, either. In fact, 
it’s not even the only element of his shooting arsenal that is one of one. 
His release is lightning quick. There’s the pinpoint accuracy from tough 
angles. There are the little delays and stutters he uses to create 
separation and get to his spots. There’s his variety of shooting stances 
above and beyond that pop off of his hip (right down to his curl-and-drag, 
his one-timer, and his feel off of his backhand). This kid is as prolific from 
long-distance as any shooter I’ve ever scouted. 

He’s got everything else you look for in a dynamic play creator, too. He’s 
got unbelievably quick hands and the loose grip that all great handlers 
have. He’s also got high-end speed with his galloping crossover strides 
and strong acceleration from a standstill (with continued work to do to 
take his first two steps up a notch and find an even quicker gear), which 
help him carry the puck up the ice or join in transition as the trailer 
whenever he has to play catchup. He’s also highly creative despite his 
goal-scoring tilt. Some scorers tunnel-vision the net and even though the 
goalie is his focus, there’s a lot to his game between the offensive-zone 
blue line and the shot he takes that’s inventive. He regularly makes 
difficult plays as a passer. Then you add in instincts off the puck to get 
open even when he’s a marked man, an improved physical engagement 
(he has grown pretty feisty!), some underrated skill as a puck thief, and 
you’ve got a superstar prospect. Nobody can defend his inside-out cut 
into that low, hard wrister of his at the junior level. It often takes two to 
take the puck off of him when he’s twisting and turning, too. He’s a 
marvel, with legit 50-goal upside at the next level. I think he’ll stick at 
centre, too (nice to see him at 57 percent in the circle so far this year). 
I’m not sure there has ever been a player Connor Bedard’s age in the 
history of hockey who has been able to shoot the puck like he can. A little 
too trigger happy at times, and he can get a little ahead of the play, and 
he’s got work to do on his game defensively if he doesn’t want to get 
hemmed in at the next level, but those are things you live with with a 
talent as singular as his. 

2. Adam Fantilli — C, University of Michigan, 6-foot-2 

The best way to define Fantilli is the way one USHL source once 
described him to me: “He’s a horse.” 

Fantilli is a big, strong, powerful kid who takes pucks from the wall to the 
interior with force, and ease, and speed. He can beat you along the wall 
on the cycle. He can beat you carrying the puck in rotations around the 
perimeter of the offensive zone. He can beat you by pushing through 
lanes to the middle third, driving the net, or dropping a shoulder to take 
space that isn’t there. He can beat out flying out wide. He blew me away 
in Calgary at Canada’s summer showcase last year and he has blown 
me away again to start his freshman year at the University of Michigan, 
where he’s off to one of the best starts in the history of college hockey. 

And even at 6-foot-2 and about 200 pounds, he might be the best skater 
in this draft. It’s not often we see players his size who can move like him. 
His skating is balanced. It’s powerful when it needs to be and light and 
adjustable when it needs to be. Within his movement patterns, he can 
handle the puck on a string. He’s going to be a transition monster. On top 
of it all, he’s physical, he’s strong in the faceoff circle, he can score from 
mid range consistently with his low-kick wrister, he’s got an ability to 
protect the puck and shade in and out of coverage, he’s got a dangerous 
curl-and-drag wrister, and he’s comfortable in traffic. When he’s on, he 
can completely take over a game. 

Early on in his college career, surrounded by talent with the Wolverines, 
he has also shed some of the selfishness and force-it plays that could 

frustrate me and others at lower levels (he’s making better decisions on 
shot selection, overhanding less, utilizing his linemates better, etc.). He’s 
quite likely going to play in the NHL next year and be successful on raw 
ability from the jump. Once he refines his game some more and adds 
more muscle as he ages, watch out. 

3. Matvei Michkov — LW/RW, SKA St. Petersburg, 5-foot-10 

Michkov is, without question or hesitation, the best prospect I’ve ever 
ranked at No. 3 in advance of any draft and the best Russian prospect 
since Alex Ovechkin. He doesn’t feel like he belongs here on talent, or 
upside, or pedigree. On the latter, his statistical profile to this point 
remains more impressive than Fantilli’s even after the latter’s Eichel-
chasing start to his draft year. But the combination of Michkov’s position 
and the uncertainty around Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and his contract 
in the KHL with SKA (which is signed through to the end of the 2025-26 
season) just make it too hard to justify slotting — and potentially taking — 
him over Fantilli. And despite suffering a lower-body injury in KHL 
preseason game, Michkov, who played to a goal a game last year in the 
MHL, has played to a goal a game in Russia’s second-tier VHL (I’m 
certain that if he were playing 16 to 17 minutes a night with SKA that he’d 
be a productive top-six forward for them, even with all of their other 
talent, too). 

I’ve said it before but if he was guaranteed to be coming to the NHL next 
fall, and if he was a centre, he’d have a nearly perfect profile for me. He’s 
different than Bedard in tools and approach. Michkov’s brilliance comes 
primarily from his ability to read and process the play at an extremely 
advanced level, make his decisions quickly, and execute on them with 
incredible consistency, whether that’s ripping a patterned shot (his one-
timer, his standstill wrister, his curl-and-drag, etc.), a quick move into a 
pass, a sudden stop-up, or an attacking cut. 

But he’s also sturdy for his size, which allows him to extend plays, hang 
onto pucks when a quick attack isn’t there, or delay for his linemates. 
And while he shines in moments, those short moments and the 
consistency of his execution within them (despite being freakishly 
talented, he makes very few mistakes) create a uniquely high-reward, 
somehow low-risk game. When he tries things — and he often does — 
he’s never trying them out of desperation but rather intention. He’s a rare 
kind of player where he’s got A-grade tools across the board, and star 
talent in spades, but he’s also got an efficiency to his game that is 
incredibly rare for a skilled player (especially one his age). 

4. Leo Carlsson — C/LW, Orebro HK, 6-foot-3 

Though he doesn’t play the game with some of the shine of the three 
players in front of him, Carlsson, the top Swede in the draft, has emerged 
as my clear No. 4 and is off to a historic age-adjusted start (as I write 
this, he’s second on Orebro in scoring) of his own in the SHL, even 
considering his December 2004 birthday and a year after playing to 
virtually two points per game at the J20 level (he looked good in an 
important role as a top-nine centre for Sweden at U18 worlds before an 
injury kept him out of their medal round run to a gold medal, too). 
Carlsson’s a big kid who has begun to come into his body (he added 10 
pounds last offseason to bring him to 6-foot-3 and 194 pounds), but he’s 
also got slick skill to complement his size, and regularly makes plays and 
manufactures offence for himself through little shakes, beating defenders 
one-on-one with his hands or out-waiting them in puck protection off of 
his hip. He’s already a very heady player who understands spacing and 
timing on and off the puck, too. And while he played exclusively as a 
winger in the SHL the last two seasons, Carlsson came up as a centre 
and I like the way his game might fit there long term because of his 
combination of strength, detail, and awareness. His size, finesse, and 
well-rounded game are generating a lot of buzz and attention. 

5. Zach Benson — LW, Winnipeg Ice, 5-foot-10 

There were a lot of nights last season, on an Ice team that boasted half a 
dozen of the better forwards and two of the top defencemen in the WHL, 
where this kid was the best player on the ice (which included him leading 
them in scoring in the playoffs with 23 points in 15 games) as a 16-year-
old. And while his numbers haven’t yet truly popped this season, I 
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actually think some of that has to do with the Ice being one of the 
deepest teams in the CHL again. While he benefits from playing with 
talented lines mates, it’s a double-edged sword in that he doesn’t get to 
play as much as he would on a thinner team. Benson’s a multi-
dimensional forward who has quick acceleration (though he’s not 
explosive), can handle the puck at speed and change tempos in control, 
can shape play by opening up his hips to go heel-to-heel, thrives in 
traffic, is a dual shot-pass threat, plays one step ahead of the game in 
possession, supports the play effectively, problem-solves as well as 
anyone in this class (in an age group that is full of intelligent playmakers), 
works hard off the puck to keep his energy up (he plays heavier and 
scrappier than he looks), and sets the pace for his line (whether by 
picking it up or slowing it down to use his creativity). He’s the kind of 
player who fills the stat sheet and elevates his linemates in subtle ways. 

Here’s Ice head coach James Patrick on Benson: “He’s going to be a 
special player. He’s one of the smartest young players I’ve ever seen. He 
has high-end hockey IQ, he’s got a great stick, he’s as good defensively 
as he is offensively … and he’s real good offensively.” 

6. Brayden Yager — C, Moose Jaw Warriors, 6-foot 

Yager has been on the radar in Western Canada for some time now, and 
he’s got some real pedigree to his profile and cache to his game to 
support it. 

No. 3 pick in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft 

CHL Rookie of the Year (on 34 goals) 

Alternate captain and second-leading scorer at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup 

Alternate captain and leading scorer with Moose Jaw 

He’s a ton of fun to watch, with a threatening, attacking, puck-dominant 
game plus a highlight-reel quality to his skill in straight lines and in cutting 
sequences in transition. He’s also dangerous inside the offensive zone 
from the top of the circles in, with a quick-release wrister (one of the 
faster releases in the draft) that comes off of his blade hard and with a 
slight, goalie-fooling adjustment pre-shot, impressive puck skill in 
congested areas, an ability to attack in bursts and make something 
happen out of dead plays, and an equal ability to play off of coverage and 
make himself available for his linemates. He’s a natural scorer and 
creator, but he’s also got impressive vision and deft touch (though I 
wouldn’t say his creativity is necessarily a strength). I like the way he 
supports the puck defensively, too. He’s very intentional with his routes, 
offensively and defensively, which should help him stick at his natural 
centre position long term. Though, like Benson, his numbers haven’t yet 
popped, Yager has been the Warriors’ most dangerous player on a 
game-to-game basis so far this season. 

7. Dalibor Dvorsky — C/LW, AIK, 6-foot-1 

For all the talk about how strong the 2022 draft class was for Slovakia, 
Dvorsky leads another strong group into 2023. His June birthday makes 
him one of the younger players on this list and he has already 
accomplished a lot, including leading a Slovak Hlinka Gretzky Cup team 
that featured Juraj Slafkovsky and Filip Mesar in scoring as an 
underager, producing well above a point per game in Sweden’s J20 level, 
and now producing in his draft year in the second-tier 
HockeyAllsvenskan. 

The big question with Dvorsky is whether or not he’ll be a centre or a 
winger long term. He’s sound positionally defensively. He uses his body 
to gain inside positioning on defenders and shields pucks effectively. But 
he has struggled in spurts with the pace required of centres at higher 
levels (whether that be this summer’s world juniors, or the pro game, he 
could stand to get and play a little quicker) and some scouts worry about 
his consistency at five-on-five. I would like to see him play with a little 
more fire at times too. His gifts in control of the puck are undeniable. He 
can run the wall or the point on the PP, effortlessly picking coverage 
apart and feathering pucks through seams. He’s got excellent touch and 
weight on his passes (he’s a great saucer passer off of his forehand and 
backhand, in particular). He’s got quick hands and instincts. 

Dvorsky is a highly-talented and intelligent playmaker who can threaten 
defenders and coverage in a variety of ways, whether that’s carving them 
up in control and finishing cleanly from the home plate area, or sliding off 
of coverage to find pockets of space to get open into. And while he may 
not be a driver on a top-six line, it’s not hard to imagine him as a first- or 
second-line playmaker who makes finishing plays off of a driver’s work 
and does damage on PP1. 

8. Eduard Sale — LW/RW, HC Kometa Brno, 6-foot-1 

It was tricky evaluating and contextualizing Sale last season, when he 
was above two points per game (99 in 44) in Czechia’s top junior league, 
doing things that had never been done and smashing (and even doubling 
in some cases) the production of recent top Czech players at the same 
age (including first-rounders like Jakub Voracek and Tomas Hertl). But 
after looking like one of the most talented players in Germany for U18 
worlds, and then in Red Deer for the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and now 
producing in the Czech Extraliga, he looks closer to a special Czech 
talent with real top-10 aspirations than he does to interesting prospect-
who-torched-a-bad-league. 

He’s a smooth skater who is noticeable in transition for both his ability to 
weave up ice and facilitate and also his ability to create breakaways for 
himself and beat goalies one-on-one. He’s got superb vision and ranks 
among the best in the class at dissecting coverage as a passer. 

I love him on the half-wall/point on the PP with his ability to hit east-west 
seams (he just seems to see every lane and opening). He can slow it 
down and pick things apart or hurry up his passes through holes. He has 
shown a knack for making big plays at big moments. 

He’s also a dexterous, driven player who has good size (which will fill 
out), looks to attack the middle-third, and can beat you on the perimeter 
with his skill (highlighted by excellent one-on-one hands-on defenders 
and especially in all alone on goalies) or get to the front of the net to use 
his dexterity to get his stick on tips and redirects. I’ve found that he can 
drift a little at five-on-five but his eyes light up and his head swivels when 
the puck lands on his stick, and skill plays against the grain usually 
follow. 

9. Calum Ritchie — C, Oshawa Generals, 6-foot-2 

Ritchie is the complete package. From my first live viewing of him last 
October in St. Catharines when he looked like the Generals’ most 
talented forward in just the second game of his OHL career, to his four-
goal, seven-point series in Oshawa’s six-game first-round defeat against 
the Frontenacs, to his Hlinka performance this summer, to my most 
recent live viewing of him at the end of this October, Ritchie has 
consistently impressed me. On the puck, he’s a multi-faceted playmaker 
who often looks like the player who was the No. 2 pick in the 2021 OHL 
Priority Selection and an OHL First All-Rookie Team member. 

He’s got quick hick hands (he’s lethal on breakaways/in the shootout), a 
cleverness to his game as a passer (whether through seams or often 
blind), slick skill in traffic sliding pucks under sticks and rotating through 
coverage or past checks, and a knack for finessing pucks into spots for 
himself or his linemates to skate onto. He has also really begun to fill out 
his frame, which has helped turn him into a diligent, relied-upon two-way 
player off the puck. 

This year, wearing an ‘A’ as a 17-year-old with the Generals, he’s been 
their most productive and impactful forward offensively, while playing a 
key role on the penalty kill and late in games in the faceoff circle (where 
he is really strong). I’d like to see him pick up a bit more of an 
acceleration gear from a standstill (his stride can look a little short and 
stunted), and fill the scoresheet a little more (though the talent around 
him has something to do with that too), but there’s a lot to like. 

He takes smart routes with and without the puck, he has become a 
reliable three-zone player, and the skill is there (he’s got superb puck 
control skill). He’s also a very selfless player for his age who is quick to 
change in the offensive zone and will sooner make the right play than 
trying to overdo it. I’ve liked the progress I’ve seen in how strong he is 
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over pucks and getting up and under sticks to take them back in pursuit, 
or go to the net for tips (which he’s actually quite dexterous on) instead of 
always trying to free himself for his shot. 

10. Will Smith — C, U.S. NTDP, 6-feet 

Crafty is the best word to describe Smith’s game. The most productive 
2005-born player at the national program both last year and so far this 
year, Smith has gone from point-per-game U17 season (the only player 
on that team to do so) to two-points-per in his U18 campaign (Jack 
Hughes is the only player to ever break two points per game at the 
program, so he’s in rare air right now). He impresses with his smarts with 
the puck, his cerebral play style, and his ability to play to his linemates. 
Smith is one of the very best slot passers in the draft and uses 
impressive puckhandling ability to dodges close-outs, weave off of the 
wall, and make plays through holes in coverage in possession with ease, 
regularly hanging onto pucks to delay and fake his way into his spots. 
He’s the kind of player who can beat you with a pass, a dangerous 
wrister (in fact, while he has played facilitator so often in games this year, 
he’s got an excellent wrister while moving), or a deke. He’s also well 
regarded as a great kid who is easy to coach and understands the finer 
details of the game required of a centre. Smith’s one of my favourite 
players in this draft and I nearly ranked him ninth here. As I write this, 
Smith has points in all 12 games he has played at the program this 
season. 

11. Matthew Wood — C/RW, University of Connecticut, 6-foot-3 

Another one of my favourites in the 2005 age group, Wood is the 
youngest player in college hockey this season (its only 17-year-old at the 
moment, in fact) and has stepped right in to become an impactful player 
on a good UConn team (albeit as a winger after playing mostly centre at 
the Jr. A level). No less, this comes a year after he led the BCHL in goals 
(45 in 46 games) and points (85) for a 1.85 points-per-game clip that 
stands as the most productive 16-year-old season in the league in 
decades, besting Alex Newhook (1.47), Kyle Turris (1.26), Tyson Jost 
(0.98), and Kent Johnson (0.81) — while being four months younger than 
Johnson was at the time. Wood is a rangy, goal-scoring forward who has 
silky hands for his size (considering the long stick he uses, he’s got great 
control on the toe of his blade out wide and the heel in tight to his feet), a 
marksman’s shot inside the offensive zone (both through a natural 
shooting motion and his one-timer), and a sixth sense for arriving around 
the net/slot at the right time. 

He’s got quick hands one-on-one, he drops pucks back into his shooting 
stance quickly and effortlessly, and he’s got a beautiful curl-and-drag 
motion. There’s work to do to get a little quicker from a standstill, and that 
has some believing he’s more of a mid-to-late first than an upper-half-of-
the-first guy, but he’s better suited as a playmaker and finisher than a 
power forward type anyways. I love the way he slows down the game, 
adjusts and maneuvers his frame and shades pucks. Mix in a multi-
dimensional shooting arsenal and I see top-six upside. 

12. Mikhail Gulyayev — LHD, Omskie Yastreby, 5-foot-10 

My top-ranked defenceman in the draft at this stage and, Gulyayev put 
together the most productive 16-year-old season by a defenceman in the 
MHL’s modern history (13 seasons dating back to 2009) when he posted 
35 points in 54 games last year, regularly playing 20 minutes per game in 
a league famous for typically relying on older players. He did that after 
notching five points in five games at last year’s Hlinka Gretzky Cup as a 
young 16-year-old, too. This year, though he has struggled defensively in 
his limited minutes in the KHL, he has looked dominant at both ends in 
his returns to the MHL and comfortable in the second-tier VHL. 

It has been a few rough age groups for Russian defencemen but 
Gulyayev’s got a chance to flip the script. He’s a commanding offensive 
defenceman who is at his best when he’s looking to take charge with his 
feet. And while we don’t often see smaller non-Quinn Hughes 
defenceman taken as high as I have him ranked here, he doesn’t play 
small and I like his game at both ends of the ice because of his mobility 
and the way he reads the play. You’ll commonly see him activate to lead 
plays into the offensive zone and create something. 

He walks the line and bends coverage as an impressive and tactical 
power-play quarterback. But you’ll also see him make the heady escape 
play out of his own zone under pressure at five-on-five, or slide into a 
passing line to intercept a pass, or disrupt an opposing carrier with a tight 
gap and active stick. If he can become a second-pairing offensively-
inclined defenceman at even strength, and a PP1 QB, that has value at 
the top of the draft. 

13. Andrew Cristall — LW, Kelowna Rockets, 5-foot-10 

The highest-ranked player here who wasn’t among the 28 prospects to 
receive an “A” rating (“indicating a first-round candidate”) from NHL 
Central Scouting when they released their preliminary players to watch 
list last week, I might be more partial to Cristall than Smith and Wood if I 
had to pick just one favourite in this draft so far. He’s a creative, slippery 
playmaker who isn’t afraid to try things and possesses a rare ability to 
hang onto pucks and pull eyes and bodies towards him, and then expose 
opposing structures to the weak side of coverage. 

Checks just seem to miss him when he’s in possession. It doesn’t take 
long watching this year’s Kelowna Rockets to realize just how much 
offence he creates for himself and his teammates, either. I expect him to 
surge as the season progresses (not unlike guys like Jagger Firkus and 
Seth Jarvis did in recent drafts). Despite his diminutive size, he’s also a 
smart player off of the puck and I’ve been struck by how often he’s in the 
right position above the puck to hold play inside the offensive zone (I 
absolutely get why he was named an alternate captain). 

He’s as fun to watch with the puck on his stick as almost anyone in this 
draft. When you think you’ve got him trapped, you usually don’t. 

14. Oliver Moore — C/LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

A hand injury kept Moore out of action late last year and prevented him 
from likely playing at U18 worlds as an underager, but he impressed me 
on my trip down to Plymouth when he was playing up last November and 
I’ve really liked what I’ve seen whenever I’ve sat down to do tape on him 
as well — and am looking forward to seeing him live again at the 
upcoming Five Nations tournament. 

The U.S. NTDP’s U18 team’s first line of Smith, Ryan Leonard and Gabe 
Perreault has been piling up points and attention (deservedly so) this 
year, but I’ve been as impressed by Moore and the offence he has 
created as the focal point of its second line (where he and Danny Nelson 
have both spent time at centre and on the wing). Moore wants to hang 
onto the puck and make plays, he’s got an impressive one-timer from the 
right flank, he’s a fast skater in straight-line races and in quick bursts, 
and he uses some clever movement patterns to make defencemen miss 
and get to his spots as a shooter. I don’t see a lot to nitpick in either his 
tools or his approach. I debated ranking him lower than these very 
projectable next three players, but I think he’s got just a little more 
dimension inside the offensive zone than they do. 

15. Ryan Leonard — RW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

Leonard is a prospect that everyone likes. It’s impossible not to. And after 
how good he looked as an underager at U18 worlds in Germany in April, 
I’m not surprised by the goal-per-game breakout he’s having (in fact, I 
literally wrote “I won’t be surprised if he challenges Smith and Moore on 
the stat sheet this year while providing all of the energy that he does” in 
my preseason ranking). 

He’s a versatile, high-RPM player who makes things happen when he’s 
on the ice and pulls teams into the fight with his scrappy, competitive, 
never-stop style. He’s not just the energy guy though either. He’s got 
really quick side-to-side hands, a hard shot that rattles off of his stick 
(reminds me of Leafs winger Nick Robertson in the way he unloads it and 
in his style of play), and quick crossover patterns that allow him to use 
those hands to get to places where he can look to shoot. He’s not the 
most cerebral player and he can be a little too net-focussed at times, but 
he’s the kind of player who will slide up and down a top nine in an NHL 
lineup while endearing himself to his coaches. 

16. Colby Barlow — LW/RW, Owen Sound Attack, 6-foot-1 
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One of the more impressive 2005s in the CHL last season, Barlow 
scored 35 goals in 66 combined regular-season and playoff games as a 
rookie in the OHL and was named captain of the Attack for his draft year 
(both rare goal scoring for a player his age, and a rare honour for a 
player his age). Barlow plays a direct, intentional game built around great 
hands, good overall speed, a pro frame, and an NHL shot. He’s also 
going to be an able penalty killer, which should give him all-situations 
upside at the next level. He, like Leonard, has a high floor and should 
safely become a strong third-line player — but has the upside to become 
more of things really click in his north-south game at the next level. I hate 
to give a comparable for two consecutive players here, but he reminds 
me a little of Oilers winger Dylan Holloway at the same age (though 
maybe with a little less power). After getting off to a slow start production-
wise out of the gate this year in Owen Sound, Barlow has been on a tear 
of late. I debated ranking him as high as 14th. 

17. Ethan Gauthier — RW, Sherbrooke Phoenix, 5-foot-11 

The last cut on my preseason top-32 list, Gauthier, the No. 1 pick in the 
2021 QMJHL draft and son of former 10-year NHLer Denis Gauthier, has 
followed up a strong showing at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup (where he 
scored six goals in five games) with a strong start to his draft year. Some 
of that, it must be said, is helped by the strength of his Sherbrooke 
Phoenix, who are one of the QMJHL favorites this year and have real 
Memorial Cup aspirations. But he’s a legitimate prospect in his own right 
who brings a lot to the table. Gauthier is a versatile, hard-working player 
who excels in pretty much every facet of the game, gets to the middle of 
the ice, and makes plays around the net through skill and timing. He’s 
consistent shift-to-shift and game-to-game and while he might lack the 
dynamism of some of the players in front of him here, he can make plays 
in a variety of ways on and off the puck and the ice usually tilts in his 
favor when he’s out there. Like Leonard and Barlow, he’s going to be an 
NHLer. Is that as a middle-six player or a top-six one? 

18. Riley Heidt — C, Prince George Cougars, 5-foot-11 

Heidt, taken No. 2 in the 2020 WHL Bantam Draft with the pick between 
Bedard and Yager (he and Yager were actually teammates in minor 
hockey), is a talented and hardworking playmaker who keeps himself 
involved in the play off the puck and then makes plays between battles in 
possession of the puck. He’s the go-to center for the Cougars in the 
faceoff circle. He’s also a strong skater who is light on his edges, builds 
speed quickly into flight to put defenders on their heels and/or create 
separation, leads a lot of neutral-zone carries into entries, and makes 
plays into space for himself or his linemates at pace. 

His ability to make plays offensively both off the rush and inside the zone 
(where he’s got slick skill in traffic, great instincts off of the puck, and a 
lunch-pale approach) gives me a lot of confidence that he’ll continue to 
progress. He was more impressive than his already-impressive 61-
points-in-68-games season last year (where he led the Cougars in 
scoring), and the same is true in his just-above-point-per-game 
production on a middling Cougars team this year. 

19. Kasper Halttunen — RW, HIFK, 6-foot-3 

It has been an up-and-down six or so months for Halttunen, who after 
impressing with Finland at U18s in the spring looked like he was fighting 
it at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. He also made the move from 
Jokerit to HIFK domestically this fall, and has so far split time between 
Liiga (where he put seven shots on goal in his first pro game but hasn’t 
looked quite settled since) and junior (where he is an absolute force). 
This isn’t a great age group for the Finns but Halttunen has promise as a 
driven, shot-first, power-forward style winger with a late birthday who can 
really impose himself against his peers with his ability to get to his spots, 
outmuscle opposing players, and play a menacing physical style off the 
puck. 

He’s got a pro-built game and frame but he can also make plays for 
himself and his shot is heavy. He plays to the inside and then he’s got 
the skill needed to make plays around the net, even at 6-foot-3. I do 
worry at times about his problem-solving and feel though. He’s a legit 
prospect but I haven’t seen a star quality in him (at least not yet). 

20. Cameron Allen — RHD, Guelph Storm, 5-foot-11 

Allen, the No. 3 pick in the 2021 OHL Priority Draft, won the OHL’s 
Rookie of the Year Award last season after a 13-goal, 37-point season 
and captained Canada to gold with a point-per-game showing at the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup despite not being their PP1 QB. He contributed at 
both ends for the Storm right away, driving strong underlying results in 
both goal and shot differential. But after looking really good in my first 
couple of viewings this season, he didn’t play within himself in my last 
couple of viewings and that left me a little sour on him (though he’s 
definitely owed more on the scoresheet than he has to show for it thus 
far). 

Allen is a mobile, active defenceman who is at his best when he’s 
pushing off the line, looking to make something happen in control, going 
to the net when there’s an opening, and attacking into his own looks (he 
sits second among all OHL defencemen in shots on goal behind only 
Kraken prospect Ty Nelson at the moment). He’s also a strong, sturdy, 
athletic, physically mature kid who defends at a high level when he’s 
playing with confidence and aggression (though it can also occasionally 
get him in trouble when his time is off), wins the majority of his battles, 
plays tight gaps, and rises to the physical challenge in man-to-man 
coverage. 

When he’s on, he can really drive and control play. I’d like to see him 
make better choices at times, though. 

21. Gabe Perreault — LW, U.S. NTDP, 5-foot-11 

The U17 team’s leader in assists and points last year, Perreault is 
second in both of those categories to Smith this season with the U18 
team. At a glance, his statistical profile probably warrants being slotted 
even higher than this. And yet most remain a little lower than this on him, 
believing he’s the third-most compelling and projectable prospect on 
USA’s top line. 

And while I tend to agree with that last part, there’s still a lot to like about 
Perreault’s game. He’s a clever, maneuverable facilitator and playmaker 
who plays the game with a light touch and a heady spatial awareness of 
not only where his teammates are, but where he is in the flow of play 
(and relative to defenders). The son of longtime NHLer Yanic Perreault 
and brother of Ducks prospect Jacob, Gabe doesn’t have his dad’s 
defensive acumen or his brother’s build (though he’s up to 170ish pounds 
now), but he’s an intuitive, intelligent player who sees the play develop 
offensively at a more advanced level than his two family members did/do. 

22. Quentin Musty — LW, Sudbury Wolves, 6-foot-2 

The top pick in the 2021 OHL Priority Selection, Musty is one the focal 
points of the Wolves’ offence and their leader so far this season in shots 
on goal (following up on a strong showing at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup this 
summer). He’s a big, strong, sturdy, athletic net-driven winger with slick 
puckhandling skill one-on-one and a balanced skater’s stride. He can 
unload from his hip into a heavy snapshot or drop and drive the net into a 
tuck play in tight. There’s a lot to like. He’s great along the wall on the 
cycle, but he can also occasionally make a play that pulls you out of your 
seat. The raw potential is there in spades and the production is starting to 
catch up to it. 

He’s got time to put it all together given his summer birthday, too. There 
was a time when folks thought Musty was the best American-born 2005 
prospect and while that’s no longer the case I think the pendulum has 
debatably swung too far back in the other direction. 

23. Koehn Ziemmer — RW, Prince George Cougars, 6-feet 

Ziemmer is a December 2004 who was selected with the No. 4 pick in 
the 2019 Bantam draft (a year ahead of when most of the plethora of 
other top WHL names on this list were selected). Last year, h led Prince 
George in goals (30) and finished second in points (57, one back of 
Heidt). This year, he’s leading them in goals, assists and points and, as 
of writing, sits fourth in the WHL in scoring. He’s a strong, pro-built 
winger who likes to shoot the puck and shoots it hard, but also regularly 
beats defenders and goalies one-on-one with a slick set of hands across 
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his body so that they can’t plan for the shot. He scored some highlight-
reel goals with the puck on a string last year but he also excels at finding 
pockets of space off of coverage. And while he’s probably not going to be 
a star at the next level, I like Ziemmer as a potential second-line winger 
who can contribute offensively in a variety of ways. 

24. Gavin Brindley — C/RW, University of Michigan, 5-foot-9 

One of three draft eligibles on this list playing college hockey this season, 
Brindley hasn’t just settled in at the University of Michigan, he has looked 
anywhere from comfortable to impactful in every game — and even 
slotting in as the Wolverines’ second-line centre (he played mostly wing 
last year with the U.S. NTDP and may project there). Brindley’s a plus-
level skater who gets through his extensions quickly, excels on his 
edges, and darts around the ice, hunting pucks and pushing through 
holes. 

He’s also got some of the quicker hands and better touch on this list. He 
thrives in the small-area game, using light passes and rapid movements 
to play in and out of coverage. He has now impressed me wherever I’ve 
watched him (NCAA, USHL, Five Nations, U18 Worlds, etc.) as a small 
but highly-involved forward who plays the game with energy and pace, 
making little skill plays between coverage. The beauty of Brindley’s game 
is that while he may prove talented to play in a skill role at the NHL level, 
he’s got the approach/tools to play an effective bottom-six game too. 
That will limit concerns about his height (he certainly hasn’t played small 
in his freshman year so far). 

25. Jayden Perron — RW, Chicago Steel, 5-foot-9 

The USHL’s leading scorer a month into the season, Perron has earned 
the respect of those around the league in a way that hasn’t yet been 
reflected in the scouting community publicly or privately. He’s one of two 
players in my top 32 here who was given a “C” rating (which “indicates a 
4th/5th/6th round candidate”) by NHL Central Scouting. And yet, when I 
conducted my 2022 draft survey and asked last year’s draft eligibles for 
the player in the class that they’d played against who they believed to be 
the most talented (not necessarily the best, but the most talented), five 
players bucked the 2022 constraints and gave me a 2023 player: Bedard 
(twice), Fantilli, Sale and Perron. 

And yet still, when I released my preseason list and Perron was slotted 
27th, I had a league source message me that he was too low. When you 
spend some time watching him and asking around about him, you quickly 
realize why. Perron, who didn’t go the popular prep school route in 
Western Canada, was a terror in Manitoba’s minor hockey ranks who 
stepped right into the titanic Steel last season and immediately flashed 
his skill with the puck, producing 48 points in 63 games to earn USHL All-
Rookie Second Team honours. With the puck on his stick, he’s a treat to 
watch. Evasive. Slick. Problem-solving. Finesse. Manipulation. It’s all 
there. 

He’s got some of the best soft skill in the draft. His size is obviously a 
talking point, but he’s a first-round talent and he’s the play creator on a 
team with a few of them in Chicago this year and I expect him to become 
a top point producer in college at the University of North Dakota in time, 
too. 

26. Caden Price — LHD, Kelowna Rockets, 6-foot-1 

Price reminds me a lot of Kevin Korchinski, who rose from fringe first-
round consideration entering his draft year to seventh in the 2022 class. 
He plays in the same league as Korchinski. His production last year was 
similar to Korchinski’s a year out from the draft (0.45 points per game for 
Price to 0.44 for Korchinski). 

In his draft year now, Price has taken a big step production-wise to play 
just below a point per game, like Korchinski did. They’re both about the 
same size (around 6-foot-1 and 185 pounds). They’re both summer 
birthdays (Korchinski in June, Price in August, making him one of the 
youngest players in this draft). They both see the ice, pass the puck 
through seams, and handle the puck at an advanced level. 

I think Price has a little less talent at the same age relative to where 
Korchinski was, but he also doesn’t take quite as many risks and he can’t 
because he isn’t supported by the same level of talent in Kelowna that 
Korchinski had/has in Seattle. The way Price operates out there and the 
creativity and vision he plays with, is really quite impressive. And it feels 
like he’s still very early along his development track, which makes him a 
fascinating prospect. 

27. Hunter Brzustewicz  — RHD, Kitchener Rangers, 6-feet 

Brzustewicz is a 2004 who was a star in minor hockey growing up. He 
spent the last two years at the program playing with kids from the draft 
class in front of him (though he missed almost all of his U17 year due to 
a shoulder injury), and de-committed from the University of Michigan to 
play in the OHL this season, where he sits second in scoring (and leads 
the Rangers) at the moment. Brzustewicz is a mobile and strong kid who 
has worked hard to fill out his frame (the lost season helped with that), 
defends the rush effectively and is now getting to show that he has 
always had more offense to his game than his production at the program 
(where players like Seamus Casey and Lane Hutson were awarded 
greater opportunities offensively) showed last season. He walks the line 
well, is comfortable and patient in control of the puck in all three zones, 
and will take and execute on what’s given to him. He plays and reads the 
game very tactically — one of those players who makes the right calls 
with the puck pretty much whenever he has it. He projects as an effective 
No. 3-5 defenceman at the next level. 

Here’s one OHL executive on the first impression Brzustewicz has made 
in the league: “Incredibly intelligent defenceman. Very poised with the 
puck. Methodical. He’s a very good skater but he almost doesn’t rely on 
his skating. He can just rely on his brain and fakes. He’ll be a good 
offensive contributor and a 200-foot guy.” 

28. Nate Danielson — C, Brandon Wheat Kings, 6-foot-1 

Just a couple of weeks away from having been eligible for the 2022 draft, 
Danielson, who was an MVP of Alberta’s U15 AAA circuit and the No. 5 
pick into the WHL, was a point-per-game player and one of Brandon’s 
top producers last season before being named captain for his draft year. 
He’s a pro-sized, hardworking pivot who can skate and excels in driving 
through the middle of the ice, pushing tempo, and playing with energy. 
Danielson plays a well-rounded two-way game, is a proficient penalty 
killer, wants to make a difference in all areas when he’s on the ice, and 
blends good overall skill with his effort. 

While his game doesn’t have the dynamism of the other kids in this 
loaded WHL class, and his production hasn’t taken the step early on this 
season that you might hope for out of a player his age playing the kind of 
minutes that he’s playing, most scouts project Danielson as an everyday 
top-nine NHL center. 

I’d like to see him shoot it more, because he can sling it: 

29. Otto Stenberg — C/LW, Frölunda HC, 5-foot-11 

One of the more exciting players in the draft with the puck on his stick, 
Stenberg is a dynamic and crafty handler who scored two (!) Michigan 
goals last year. He plays a fast, creative game, hanging onto pucks to 
spin away from pressure, attack in and out of space, and facilitate from 
the outside in through layers. He’s also got a pinpoint accurate shot from 
midrange, and regularly picks corners. 

Last year, Stenberg, who grew up as a natural center but split time 
between the middle of the ice and the wing at the J18 and J20 levels, 
impressed scouts with his skill level and pace domestically. This year has 
started with some ups and downs. He has looked, in my viewings, like 
he’s trying a little too hard to impress and make things happen instead of 
allowing the game to come to him. That has surprised me a bit, given 
how he played in a lesser role at U18 worlds and a leading role as 
Sweden’s captain at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, where he elevated his 
entire game and kicked off his draft year with one of the tournament’s 
standout performances. But even when things aren’t going his way and 
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the points aren’t falling, I’ve always liked his involvement level, so it’s 
hard to get too down on him. He’s a first-round talent. 

30. Daniil But — LW/RW, Loko Yaroslavl, 6-foot-5 

After playing on Russia’s Hlinka Gretzky team as an underager last 
summer, But played to a point-per-game level in the MHL as one of its 
top 2005s last season and began his draft year on a tear in the MHL, 
scoring 11 goals and 17 points in his first 15 games of the season before 
earning a mid-October promotion to the KHL for the first time. Scouts are 
drawn to him because of his size-skill combo and while he can look a 
little uncoordinated out there at times, that draw is real. 

He’s excellent on the wall in puck protection and also has some outside-
in skill so that he can attack off of holds into the middle-third. He’s also 
got impressive shooting mechanics given how long his stick is, and 
regularly pulls pucks into his feet to change his angle face-up against 
goalies. I love the way he shields pucks and waits for his opportunities to 
attack. While he’s got some work to do to get a little quicker from the 
jump in the game’s 10-foot races, he does have some power and 
balance through his stride to build upon. It’s hard to be a true top-of-the-
lineup forward at his size, though, and he projects more as a 
complementary scorer who gives a lineup a bit of a different look as a 
result. 

31. Alex Ciernik — LW/RW, Södertälje SK, 5-foot-10 

The second player, along with Perron, who ranks in my top-32 and was 
given a ‘C’ rating by NHL Central Scouting, Ciernik is one of the older 
players on this list (October 2004) but was also one of the most 
productive under-18 players at the J20 level last year, a top performer on 
the second line (with Dvorsky) at last year’s Hlinka Gretzky, and 
Slovakia’s leading scorer in their promotion win in the Division 1A U18 
world championship (his 12 points were one more than Dvorsky). While 
his age will keep him out of Slovakia’s return to the top U18 rung in 
Switzerland next April, Ciernik’s a kid who has progressed and produced 
ahead of his peers in line with his early birthday and should get more 
professional opportunity in HockeyAllsvenskan at some point here (he’s 
pretty clearly one of the most talented players on the ice in J20). He’s an 
up-tempo playmaker and dynamic skater (he’s one of the fastest players 
on this list in straight lines, boasts an impressive three-step acceleration 
from a standstill, and can beat you around corners through his 
crossovers as well) who looks to involve himself more than you might 
expect at his size. He thrives in transition creating breakaways and 
putting defenders on their heels with his speed, and plays with a ton of 
confidence and swagger on the puck. And while he creates a lot off the 
rush, he also has the finer skills to play the flank on the power play, 
create inside the offensive zone, finish from mid-range (he’s got a nifty 
release) and dice up coverage. 

32. Charlie Stramel — C, University of Wisconsin, 6-foot-3 

After conversations with scouts or folks at the national program about 
Stramel last year, I always felt I wasn’t quite where they were in terms of 
their belief in the player and his upside. That has continued this year as 
he has struggled to have a real impact with the Badgers as a freshman 
(albeit it a young one, and albeit at a program that seems to have lost its 
way a little as well). Nicknamed “Big Rig” when he was at the program, 
Stramel is a heavy but not doughy kid whose athletic, muscular build 
jumps out at you right away. His strength complements a competitive, 
physical, forechecking, middle-lane style that makes good use of his 
length and hard wrister from midrange. He can push into space. He’s got 
decent hands when he pushes through the middle. Scouts are fascinated 
by his power forward package and size down the middle (following a 
move to centre from the wing as a 16-year-old). Whenever I’ve watched 
him, though, whether that was with the U18 team in the second half last 
year (Stramel missed the first half of last season due to offseason 
surgery), at the World Juniors this summer, or early on this year at 
Wisconsin, I have never particularly impressed by his talent level. He too 
often looks like the third guy on his line. It’s not that he plays poorly but I 
don’t see enough playmaking to warrant a top-20 slotting and he’s a little 
sluggish from a standstill through his first few strides (once he gets 

moving, his stride has good power). When he’s around it, he can be a 
handful. But getting around it consistently enough at higher paces has 
proven to be a bit of a challenge and his decision-making can look a little 
slow. He may become a darn good bottom-six player at the next level in 
time, but he’ll have to show me more to warrant a projection higher than 
that (a projection some others do believe in). 
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NHL99: A noble captain, Maple Leafs’ Darryl Sittler knew when to hand 
over the letter 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman12-16 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Darryl Sittler could no longer stand by idly. He wouldn’t take it anymore. 

He was in the bathroom of the home dressing room at Maple Leaf 
Gardens, where he’d just received a scalpel knife from a team trainer. He 
made the first couple of slices with the blade before noticing the triple 
stitching. 

Not wanting to damage the sweater of one of hockey’s most famous 
teams with shaking hands, and with the gravity of the moment setting in, 
he went back to the trainer to help make the process as seamless as 
possible. 

“I went and talked to the coaches and told them,” Sittler said. “And then, 
in (the dressing room) in an emotional way, I told my teammates.” 

And, just like that, right before a late December game in 1979, Sittler was 
no longer the captain of the Maple Leafs — at least by the distinction of a 
“C” on a jersey. Others were offered the captaincy but declined, feeling 
that Sittler was the team’s true leader, with or without a letter. 

It was his latest act of defiance, of principle, after star winger Lanny 
McDonald was dealt, that epitomized why he’s one of the greatest 
leaders in NHL history and helps explain why Sittler comes in at No. 82 
on our list of the greatest players in the NHL’s post-expansion era. 

“I just did what I felt in my heart was the right thing to do,” Sittler said. 

The once-proud Maple Leafs had become a farce under disgraced owner 
Harold Ballard and Stanley Cup-winning coach Punch Imlach by the end 
of the 1970s. 

The Leafs reached the league semifinal in 1978, meekly bowing out in a 
sweep to the Canadiens. They were brushed aside by the Canadiens 
again the following year. The players felt they were one or two additions 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 1, 2022 

 

away from being able to compete with Montreal and vie for a 
championship. 

Instead, Imlach was brought aboard as general manager during the 1979 
offseason and started stripping the roster of talent, leading to a decade-
plus of darkness. 

“All this other outside stuff to me was unnecessary,” Sittler said, “but it 
was there, and you had to deal with it.” 

As captain, it was Sittler who always had to put out fires or be the voice 
of reason when Ballard made an off-color comment or had an inane plan. 

Sittler, along with McDonald, Tiger Williams and Borje Salming, talked 
management out of firing beloved coach Roger Neilson during the 1978-
79 season. Ballard wanted to have Neilson walk onto the bench wearing 
a paper bag for the next game, which Sittler and the others refused to 
allow. 

“It was a childish, foolish thing,” Sittler said. “Ballard liked grandstanding. 
Roger really respected the players that he coached, he respected the 
game. It was a buffoon move by Ballard to do that. Who does that stuff? 
My grandkids don’t do that in Grade 1. It was ridiculous. 

“Here you are — you’re the Toronto Maple Leafs. You’re in the greatest 
league in the world and you’ve got this stuff going on. It’s not right. No 
class.” 

As trying as the situation was with Ballard, it was Imlach with whom 
Sittler clashed the most. Imlach was old school, a taskmaster, and 
wanted a yes-man as his captain. Sittler was vice president of the 
players’ union and had a no-trade clause in his contract. 

Imlach couldn’t deal Sittler but made his life miserable at every turn. 
Imlach went to court to get an injunction to stop Sittler and goaltender 
Mike Palmateer from making a TV show appearance that was negotiated 
by the NHLPA. He banned Sittler from going on “Hockey Night In 
Canada.” 

The final straw was trading his best friend, McDonald, to the Colorado 
Rockies four days after Christmas 1979. McDonald’s wife, Ardell, was 
seven months pregnant at the time. The Maple Leafs were scheduled to 
host the Winnipeg Jets that night. Sittler decided after the morning skate 
that he would no longer be captain. 

“I’m not here for all this drama and all this stuff going on,” Sittler said, 
remembering what he was thinking. “He doesn’t respect me as a person. 
I’m just going to take the ‘C’ off and go and do my job.” 

Oddly enough, the ice-resurfacing machine broke on its last lap, delaying 
the start of the game. Sittler’s only fear was that Imlach would notice 
what he’d done before he hit the ice. 

“It was a circus,” Williams said. “He had to get rid of the general, Sittler,” 
Williams said. “Lanny, his colonel, was the first to go because Darryl had 
a no-trade. I was the next to go (to Vancouver later that season) because 
I was his sergeant major.” 

McDonald found out what Sittler did from a reporter that night, after his 
first game for the Rockies. 

“I was taken aback, stunned, because I know how much the captaincy 
meant to him,” McDonald said. “But like the Roger Neilson firing, when 
he didn’t believe something was right, then he took actions accordingly. 

“It meant the world to me because of our friendship, but I felt so badly for 
him.” 

Sittler was one of the greatest players of the 1970s. He’s seventh on the 
scoring list during the decade with 782 points in 726 games. He had a 
10-point game, a record that may never be broken. Internationally, 
though Paul Henderson, Mario Lemieux and Sidney Crosby scored 
winning goals that have garnered more attention, Sittler’s scored the 
tournament-clincher in overtime in the 1976 Canada Cup. 

Sittler had the perfect mix of brains and brawn, which is why McDonald 
can’t find an equal to Sittler’s skill set in today’s game. He had the 
determination and skill of Crosby, the passing of just-retired Ryan Getzlaf 
and the leadership and defensive acumen of Jonathan Toews. 

It’s the latter skill that was his best trait. 

“He did it all,” McDonald said. “He was a great leader. He was not afraid 
to speak up when something needed to be said or take action off the ice 
or on the ice.” 

Reputations tend to get inflated when a player is a Maple Leaf — 
especially in recent years. That wasn’t the case when Sittler played. If 
anything, his status among the game’s greats takes a hit because he 
wore blue and white. 

Sittler is seldom put in the same class as modern-day captains like Mark 
Messier, Steve Yzerman, Crosby or Toews. McDonald and Williams 
would call that an oversight. 

“I think he was on that list anyway,” McDonald said. 

“Most guys will stand up and be counted on the ice, but he did it off the 
ice, too,” Williams said. 

Growing up in the tiny Mennonite community of St. Jacobs, Ont., west of 
Toronto, Sittler was a childhood fan of hockey’s classiest player, Jean 
Beliveau. Santa Claus brought him a Canadiens No. 4 Beliveau sweater 
when he was 4 or 5 years old. He wore it everywhere until it no longer fit. 

“I was so proud of it,” Sittler said. “I wish I still had it.” 

He wanted to be just like “Le Gros Bill,” a fellow center who captained the 
Canadiens for 10 seasons. Beliveau would pay Sittler the ultimate 
respect by tracking down his phone number so he could call him on the 
morning of his then-wife Wendy’s funeral after she succumbed to colon 
cancer in 2001. Sittler never forgot that. 

Sittler was a captain in junior hockey in London, where, like Beliveau, he 
was determined and disciplined, giving himself the best chance to 
succeed. Jim Gregory named him Leafs captain in 1975. 

“I looked at the captains that were there before me and the tradition and 
the respect that they had for the game,” Sittler said. “Both on and off the 
ice, there was a responsibility that came with that.” 

But Sittler’s leadership style differed slightly from Beliveau’s. He was a 
practical joker who spared no one if it was to the benefit of team 
camaraderie. 

Teammate Claire Alexander — nicknamed “The Milkman” because he 
gave up that job to join the Maple Leafs years earlier — often had to rush 
away once practice finished to go to work in Orillia, Ont. McDonald 
recalls Sittler drilling Alexander’s shoes to the floor one day. Alexander, 
who changed in 90 seconds flat, jumped into his shoes and was stuck. 

At least, no Achilles tendons or hamstrings were torn in the making of 
that prank. 

“He had to get a screwdriver to get them out of the concrete floor,” 
McDonald said, chuckling. “It was all in good fun, but the message was 
loud and clear. If you’re a part of this team, you’ve got to spend a little 
time here, so that guys not only get to know you, but you have fun 
together.” 

Sittler organized Halloween parties and ice-fishing and hunting trips to 
build team chemistry. Spouses were almost always encouraged to come. 

“Those are things to me that build character and lasting memories,” 
Sittler said. 

If a message needed to be sent, Sittler did it firmly and privately. 

Williams didn’t clock extra hours before or after practices when he joined 
the team as a rookie in 1974. Sittler pulled him aside and gave him a 
clear directive: Williams had better start being one of the first players on 
the ice and the last ones to leave. 
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“He was a players’ captain,” Williams said. 

“It’s not always how loud and vocal you are,” Sittler said. “It’s your actions 
that are more important.” 

McDonald recalls the time there was a bench-clearing brawl in Detroit 
and Sittler, having already been escorted to the penalty box, noticed 
McDonald and Williams outnumbered in the corner. 

Sittler spent the intermission asking every guy who he had. Eventually, 
he found the culprit — the Maple Leafs player who wasn’t duking — and 
was incensed. Teammates had to hold him back. 

“It showed that if you’re in this, you’re in this together,” McDonald said. 
“That (situation) was bulls—. That really set the tone for trying to 
establish what it was going to take to be successful and play together.” 

Years after the trade that splintered the Leafs, McDonald would go on to 
lead the Flames to the Stanley Cup in 1989 using many of the techniques 
he saw from Sittler in Toronto. The first call he got after he won was from 
Sittler. 

“He taught me so much about how to treat people, how to encourage 
your teammates,” McDonald said. 

Sittler’s time in Toronto is one of hockey’s ultimate what-ifs — and that’s 
saying something considering he’s second on the franchise’s scoring list. 
He also ranks third behind Doug Gilmour and Auston Matthews in points 
per game for players who’ve played at least 200 games. 

Sittler could have rivaled George Armstrong and Mats Sundin as the 
longest-serving captain in team history. He resumed wearing the “C” 
before the start of the 1980-81 season after Imlach was hospitalized but 
eventually waived his no-trade clause partway through the 1981-82 
season and was dealt to the Flyers. With a couple of tweaks to the roster, 
perhaps he could have been a champion in Toronto. 

“Would I have loved to have been a Toronto Maple Leaf my whole career 
like George Armstrong? Yeah, that would have been great. But that 
wasn’t the way it was,” Sittler said. 

“I don’t look back and regret it.” 

Sittler reconciled with the Leafs in 1991 after Imlach and Ballard died. 
New general manager Cliff Fletcher wanted to roll out the welcome mat 
for alumni who had previously been forced to purchase their own tickets 
to games under Ballard. Sittler is now proudly a community ambassador 
for the club. 

“I have the feeling about our organization and our alumni that we should 
have,” Sittler said. “Under Ballard, I didn’t have that strong feeling.” 

In 2001, Maple Leafs president Ken Dryden wanted to honor Sittler by 
raising his No. 27 to the rafters. Wendy wasn’t doing well, so Sittler 
asked for the ceremony to be postponed. Wendy died three days after 
the banner was supposed to be raised. 

Dryden extended an open invitation to Sittler — the Leafs would honor 
him whenever he was ready. Sittler chose Feb. 8, 2003, a Saturday night 
game against the Canadiens, his boyhood favorite team. When he met 
with Dryden to discuss the artist’s rendering of the banner, Sittler asked 
for Wendy’s name to be included. He held firm on that request and had 
her name added to the banner in her handwriting. 

Standing there with his children, Ryan, Meaghan and Ashley, as his wife 
and their mother was being honored alongside him ranks as the greatest 
moment of his career — more important than anything he did on the ice. 

“There was not a dry eye in the place or across Canada watching it,” 
Sittler said. “But that summed up everything in my life at that moment.” 

Principled. Taking a stand for something he believes in. That’s Sittler. 

Just as he was when he chose to no longer captain the Maple Leafs. 

Deciding to have the “C” removed was an emotional decision, one 
Williams and even Wendy tried to talk him out of. Once the deed was 
done, though, Sittler knew it was the right thing. 

Today, there are photographs of Beliveau and Terry Fox — whom he 
calls “his hero” and the “greatest Canadian” — on his desk. He 
considered them the picture of humility and grace. Those are traits he 
embodies. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.01.2022 

1257495 Websites 

 

NHL style power rankings: Patrik Laine struts his stuff, teams show their 
range 

 

Rhiannon Walker7-9 minutes 31/10/2022 

 

Today, as children all over the United States prepare for trick-or-treating, 
we have a treat for The Athletic’s readers: the return of the NHL style 
power rankings. And if I may say, the league’s players have completely 
embraced autumn and the spooky season. 

Before we delve too far into this, though, an introduction is in order. 
Hello, everyone! I’m Rhiannon, and I’ll be taking over the rankings this 
season from Sara Civian. I completely understand that I have some 
massive shoes to fill, because as much passion as I can bring to this, you 
all enjoyed her work on it. I looked forward to her articles, too. But I’m 
eager to take on the challenge. I also handle the NFL style rankings, and 
now that I’m immersing myself in the NHL’s style world, I am absolutely 
blown away by how well these men dress, across the board. 

There’s so much flexibility with the NFL dress code coming into games 
that seeing the variety just in suit styles in the NHL is kind of crazy. The 
fact that these players still find ways to stand out is impressive. 

Only one player could stand at the top to kick off the season, but he 
overcame some strong efforts. 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow our Culture 
vertical. 

10. Jonathan Toews 

The Cap. pic.twitter.com/fIcjOUYwYV 

— Chicago Blackhawks (@NHLBlackhawks) October 21, 2022 

Look, if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. The Blackhawks captain steps into the 
360 camera reminding everyone that no tie, a black suit and a pressed 
white shirt can do the job. 

9. The Panthers 

Sunday best.#TimeToHunt pic.twitter.com/GtKLroSHW4 

— Florida Panthers (@FlaPanthers) October 23, 2022 

Look at those smiles. These men know they look good, and they’re loving 
being flicked up, too. I see you finding the perfect pocket square to match 
the tie, Anton Lundell, and that royal blue suit is too fly, too. I’m also 
amused by how well this quartet matched the colors of their suits to their 
teammates. Lundell’s maroon tie looks like an exact match to Ryan 
Lomberg’s suit in the bottom left corner, and we’ve got matching gray 
color patterns, as well, but in different ways. Cream and plaid gray 
pants? Don’t see that too often, but after doing so, maybe others should 
try Colin White’s combination a little more. Tens across the board, 
gentlemen. 

8. Hampus Lindholm 
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Looking sharp for 6⃣0 ⃣0 ⃣ pic.twitter.com/Dh4bdABnhV 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) October 27, 2022 

I expect anyone on the precipice of a hallmark achievement to come up 
with a creative and bold look. In walks the Bruins defenseman wearing a 
suede, double-breasted suit, hours ahead of playing his 600th career 
game. I appreciate he utilized a different texture for his suit jacket — he 
easily could’ve used a more standard material — and paired it with a 
lighter-colored tie and black dress pants that don’t take the attention from 
the main character. 

7. Martin Necas 

Been living out of a suitcase for two weeks but you wouldn't know 
pic.twitter.com/cAL578oEBh 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) October 25, 2022 

Every single thing about the Hurricanes forward’s blue plaid suit is 
aesthetically pleasing. Also, I’m noticing a lot of men wearing beanies 
with their dressed-up attire, and I’m curious to see how this trend pans 
out over the long term — but in this case, it looks great with his dress 
shirt, so I’m all for it. What would’ve truly elevated this particular suit, in 
my opinion, is a brown belt. I’d have to see the shoes to know for sure, 
but having done enough of these, you actually can’t go wrong with brown 
and blue. Shout out to teammate Dylan Coghlan, as well. I can’t believe 
I’m saying this — I went to the University of Maryland — but that 
Carolina-blue tie is exquisite. 

6. Simon Benoit 

Good to have these guys back. #FlyTogether | @Opendoor 
pic.twitter.com/FvyrOig3qZ 

— Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) October 27, 2022 

Looking #FlyTogether pic.twitter.com/6bOrz7ihAe 

— Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) October 27, 2022 

I’m here for the Ducks’ hair flips — every last one of them. I think it’s 
apparent that these players are eating up the catwalk, especially as they 
break out their best shades, have their hair combed to perfection (or just 
swing it freely). As far as the suits go, there are some that would 
challenge the likes of John Wick, but my pick of the litter is Benoit in light 
purple with stripes. Brown shoes were a wise choice, and I usually 
advocate for men to really show off their style with their socks, but he 
goes against the grain, and it pays off. As colleague Eric Stephens says, 
“pretty strong look there for someone who worked his way up from a 
training camp invite and AHL contract a couple years ago.” 

5. Matt Dumba 

Walked in here stuntin'  #mnwild pic.twitter.com/gRee6Iw79E 

— Minnesota Wild (@mnwild) October 27, 2022 

When everyone else on the Wild decided on solid-color suits, Dumba 
(bottom right) decided to zag, going with a plaid suit. He played his cards 
well with this simple gray-and-white combination. It’s certainly not loud, 
but it’s well-tailored and stands out in a sea of monochromatic outfits. 

4. Tyler Seguin 

A perfect day for a walk to work   pic.twitter.com/U3uTRtzSqw 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) October 22, 2022 

Every single part of this is giving me, “Making my way downtown, walking 
fast,” energy. I really hope everyone here knows and appreciates 
Vanessa Carlton’s masterpiece “A Thousand Miles” and just how perfect 
it is for the Stars’ star forward. Not a single hair is out of place, and the 
deep purple suit married with the grey tie could easily stop anyone 
walking by Seguin in their tracks. And not just because of who he is, 
folks. 

3. Liam O’Brien 

Live, Laugh, Love Fall pic.twitter.com/i4NS85rjXN 

— Arizona Coyotes (@ArizonaCoyotes) October 25, 2022 

Do I see the Coyotes defenseman, nicknamed “Big Tuna,” in a trench 
coat above on the left? And excuse me, but is that foliage? FOLIAGE. 
Wow, if there’s anything I absolutely reward people for in these rankings, 
it’s effort with the fits. And in this case, these photos don’t jump the way 
they do if the photographer doesn’t take the photo the way they did here. 
Do you all see the angles? That blue suit on goalie Karel Vejmelka is 
also outstanding. You all will learn it’s my favorite color, and I can be 
biased toward those who wear it well. 

2. The Kraken’s dapper gents 

dapper gents   pic.twitter.com/1PeSRi0VdO 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) October 28, 2022 

dapper gents cont. https://t.co/maaTNPAQB5 
pic.twitter.com/hxrCKwVcSm 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) October 28, 2022 

My question for the Kraken is when did you all plan this? I really need to 
know, because I haven’t seen this many dapper dandies in one place 
since the Kentucky Derby. Wow, there isn’t a single miss in this group, 
which is crazy, because I only picked two of the available tweets for this 
post. I could’ve easily added two more. That’s how much style the 
Kraken came with on Thursday night. If these fits were shots on goal, the 
score might read like an NFL game. But here’s the thing, can Seattle run 
it back again in the coming weeks? We’ll find out! 

1. Patrik Laine 

Yeah, Patty's back   pic.twitter.com/LYvKNaB61M 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) October 25, 2022 

Look, if an elbow sprain ever forces me to miss games, just know that 
when I do return from injury, I’m strolling in the exact same way that the 
Blue Jackets’ wing did. In a world full of suits and ties, Laine breaks out 
with this chameleon-colored fit. No suit jacket, no tie … just vibes, 
people. As the quote from “Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story” goes, 
“That’s a bold strategy, Cotton. Let’s see if it pays off.” Risk-takers are 
always rewarded in my world. Flawless execution and victory, Laine. 
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ESPN / Stories from the Arizona Coyotes' new home at Mullett Arena 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- Charles Lutz stood at the top of the student section at 
Mullett Arena, the college hockey rink that will house the NHL's Arizona 
Coyotes for at least the next three seasons. Below him were Arizona 
State University students dressed like a pineapple, a banana and a 
character from "Squid Game," undulating to the beat of a drum line that 
provided the soundtrack for the Coyotes' home opener against the 
Winnipeg Jets on Friday. 

"People say there aren't Coyotes fans. Well, yes, Virginia: There are 
Coyotes fans," Lutz said, surveying the 4,600 fans in attendance. 

He was a "day one" Coyotes supporter: a season-ticket holder at 
American West Arena in Phoenix and then in Glendale, where the team 
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played 18 years. That was before the city refused to renew the Coyotes' 
arena lease, necessitating the move to Arizona State University's brand-
new Mullett Arena. While perfectly monikered for hockey, the arena was 
named for a family that has financially backed Arizona State's Division I 
men's hockey program. 

"The entire history of the Coyotes is 'Where will we be next?' or 'Where 
will we play?'" Lutz said. "I think this is finally the turning point in the 
Coyotes' history." 

For a franchise that has had more turning points than a cornfield maze, 
the move to an NCAA-sized rink is the latest twist. It has inspired 
reactions from around the NHL ranging from second-hand cringing to 
intense curiosity. 

"It's different for us, different for the away teams, but it's great," Arizona 
forward Christian Fischer said. "You hear all the stuff [that] teams 
probably don't want to come here, for whatever reason. Well, that'd be 
great for us. Let's use that as motivation to make it damn hard to play 
here." 

What's it like to experience hockey at the Mullett? We asked fans and 
players as the Coyotes opened their temporary home in Tempe. 

The student section experience 

Jackson Dunn was an exasperated banana. 

The Arizona State University student had purchased tickets to the 
Coyotes' first game against the Jets along with some friends. The team is 
selling between 250 and 400 student-section tickets each game for $25 
apiece -- an incredible bargain, given there isn't another seat in Mullett 
that sells for less than $100. 

One friend was dressed like a penguin. Another like a pineapple. Dunn 
wore a sleeveless banana costume. All of them were rocking the 
commemorative mullets the Coyotes provided to each fan on opening 
night, with blonde hair cascading down the back, and "GO COYOTES 
GO!" and "YOU DO YOU" on the headband. 

"First of all, I love the Minions. Their favorite food, in general, is a 
banana," Dunn said, standing among fans who were wearing more 
jerseys than fruit. "Also, it's Halloween [weekend] and we thought there 
would be more people in costume. But I guess not!" 

Dunn is exactly the kind of fan the Coyotes find appealing at ASU: This 
was his first NHL game. 

"I'm a Seattle Kraken fan. I'm brand-new to hockey. I'm not a Coyotes 
fan," he said. "I went to the ASU game last week and it was a great 
atmosphere. The tickets are $25, so might as well." 

Coyotes president and CEO Xavier A. Gutierrez said the team expects to 
foster new fandom on campus. 

"We have actually created something called Coyotes U, which has a 
specific student fan club in which they will have special-price tickets to be 
there," he said. "We've wanted to expose hockey and our organization to 
the great students here. This is the largest public university in the 
country. We thought it was an incredible opportunity for us to bring them 
here, to have them be exposed and to make lifelong fans." 

In turn, the Coyotes get an infusion of youthful exuberance at each home 
game. Against the Jets, the student section started the game's first "Let's 
go Coyotes!" (pronounced "Kai-yotes") chant and kept the energy going. 
The students imported some NCAA hockey game standards, chanting 
"You can't do that!" on the game's first penalty and "It's all your fault" 
after Winnipeg goalie David Rittich surrendered the game's first goal. 
They were whipped into a frenzy during T-shirt tosses. 

Dunn and friends weren't the only ones in costume in the student section. 
One of the drum line's drummers watched a group of men dressed in 
matching checkered jumpsuits walk into the student section. 

"That's the dance team," the drummer said. 

"What's the dance team?" I inquired. 

"They're a team and they have to dance. They have the music in them. 
Like how I have to play this drum," he said, giving it a gentle wallop with 
his stick. 

It turns out this was not, in fact, the dance team. It was a bachelor party 
from Boston, taking advantage of the low ticket prices to attend an NHL 
game while in Tempe. 

Which is to say that not every fan seated in the student section was a 
student. 

Mark Brezden, dressed in a suit jacket festooned with Jets logos, was 
seated with several Winnipeg fans. He didn't know the fans giving him 
grief all game were mostly ASU students. 

"Oh s---, is that what this is? The student section? I didn't realize it until 
now," he said, laughing. 

Brezden explained that he has used the same Arizona ticket rep for the 
past 10 years when he and his friends would travel down from Winnipeg 
for games. "They've been good for us," he said. 

Fans of Canadian NHL teams would always populate the stands at 
Coyotes games in Glendale. Some fans in attendance at Mullett Arena 
wondered what the crowds would look like when teams like the Toronto 
Maple Leafs visit Tempe -- how many of those 5,000 seats would contain 
visiting jerseys? 

"The reality is Canadians love hockey," Gutierrez said with a laugh, "and 
this is the second-largest Canadian snowbird market in the country. As a 
result, we have a lot of Canadian fans here and we welcome them -- as 
long as they cheer for the Coyotes." 

When asked what they thought of the arena, Brezden exchanged an 
awkward glance with his friend and fellow Jets fans Ron Burley. 

"I mean, it's a means to an end, right?" Burley said. "There's something 
bigger coming." 

The die-hard experience 

Before the game, Lutz joined around 100 Coyotes fans outside Mullet 
Arena for a fanfest that included a DJ, a face painter and a "red carpet" 
arrival for players. 

He was wearing a Robert Esche jersey, a goalie who last played for the 
then-Phoenix Coyotes in 2002. The front of his sweater was a sea of 
commemorative pins. He pointed to two of them that identify him as a 
"day one" Coyotes fan in their inaugural season. They were located near 
a red heart with the words "I'm special" in Braille that he wears in honor 
of his daughter, who is blind. 

"I love this [arena], because it's going to keep us in Arizona until the new 
arena gets built," he said. 

Like many of the fans outside the student section, Lutz was a season-
ticket holder in Glendale whose seats were transferred to ASU. 

"It was easy. They did the best they could to find your seats," he said. 
"We were upper level, and as you can see, there really is no upper level 
here." 

The average ticket price at Mullett Arena is $170, $16 above the league 
average. It was about $90 for an average ticket in Glendale. 

"We're paying a few shekels extra. I had to sell my spleen and kidney, 
but I made it happen," Lutz said with a laugh. 

The longtime Coyotes fans with whom we spoke expressed concerns 
about ticket prices and the lack of accoutrements one finds in larger 
arenas. But uniformly, they all praised one thing: the geographical 
advantages of playing in Tempe. 

The Coyotes' first season in Tempe marks the first time Tim McKinstry 
will be a season-ticket holder. He has been a fan of the team for years 
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but cited the same issue many have cited for the Coyotes' failure to 
attract big crowds in Glendale: For 18 years, they played in an arena 
located a significant distance from their fan base. 

"It would take me an hour to get to Glendale. I rode my bike here," 
McKinstry said. 

He said he's "excited but a little bit nervous" about the team's plans for a 
new arena in Tempe. 

After Glendale opted not to renew the Coyotes' lease at what's now 
known as Desert Diamond Arena, they needed a new home. They 
entered into negotiations with Arizona State University to potentially 
share the Sun Devils' men's hockey team's new arena while seeking to 
build their own building and entertainment complex in Tempe. 

A vote from the city council will come on Nov. 29. Craig Morgan of PHNX 
Sports reports that the Tempe City Council is likely to refer the Coyotes' 
arena and entertainment district proposal to referendum, leaving a vote in 
citizens' hands. 

"Sometimes the city makes deals and it ends up costing the taxpayers a 
little bit of money," McKinstry said. "Overall, it's promising. I guess we'll 
see what happens." 

The Shane Doan experience 

No one played more games (1,540), scored more goals (402) or tallied 
more points (972) as a Coyote than Shane Doan. The 21-year NHL 
veteran, who last played in 2017, was the Coyotes' chief hockey 
development officer before taking a step back from the role before the 
season. 

What would Shane Doan, the player, think about calling Mullett Arena 
home? 

"You know what? It's cool. It's a unique experience that you don't get 
very often," he said. "It takes you back a little bit to where you played 
junior and where you played in college. And this is a great college or 
junior rink." 

Doan's favorite aspect of the Mullett experience: Having fans right on top 
of the players. 

"It's going to be something that the fans won't normally get to experience 
[at an NHL game]," he said. "They're going to get to see some of the 
great players on the ice that are a level that you never get to see. And 
then you get to see all of our fans up close and personal." 

"It's going to be a little more intimate. Everyone is going to see the 
reactions on the bench. You might even hear some people's reactions. 
That'll be fun," Doan added. "We'll see how it all works out. It's going to 
be something that people talk about." 

As a player and an executive, he has seen some ... let's call it "stuff" 
through the years with this organization. 

"What?" he said, laughing. "Nah, what are you talking about?" 

Hypothetically, had someone told Doan several years ago that the 
Coyotes would be kicked out of Glendale and playing in a college hockey 
arena in Tempe, how would he have reacted? 

"If you think that you can predict what's going to happen, that's usually 
when you're a fool," he said. "This has been an adventure. We're trying 
to keep her going. The end goal is what we're focused on. If we can get 
to that, then it'll all have been worth it." 

Doan played a key role in the opening night festivities. He dropped the 
ceremonial first puck with his son Josh, an Arizona State player who was 
drafted in the third round last year by the Coyotes. Josh Doan actually 
flew from Las Vegas for the event before rejoining the Sun Devils on the 
road. 

"He's a huge fan of the Coyotes. Obviously getting drafted by them is 
crazy and unique," the elder Doan said. "To have an opportunity to take 
part in something like this, in what's sort of his building, it's special." 

There's no "sort of" about it: Mullett Arena is the home of the Sun Devils, 
and the Coyotes are temporary tenants. The ASU hockey logo is on 
every seat. There's a giant "FEAR THE FORK" slogan on the wall behind 
one net. 

"Personally, I never thought [this] would happen. The building was 
designed for Arizona State hockey and college hockey," said Greg 
Powers, head coach of the ASU hockey team. "But I was selfishly excited 
about what this does for our program. You can't walk into that arena and 
not know that it [belongs to] Arizona State. Our brand is going to get out 
there. That's good for us." 

The relationship between the teams hasn't been completely harmonious. 
The Coyotes are scheduled to play four home games, after six on the 
road to open the season, prior to the completion of an annex next to the 
arena. That building will house NHL-quality dressing rooms and other 
facilities. But for these first four games, the Coyotes are using the visiting 
locker rooms as their dressing area, while road teams are getting geared 
up in a temporary dressing room built on top of an adjoining ice rink in 
the building. 

In other words, the Coyotes aren't using the Sun Devils' locker room. 

"There are some NCAA compliance concerns with rubbing elbows with 
[NHL players], literally sharing a locker room," Powers explained. "But for 
my standpoint, most importantly, you're getting into this whole musical 
chairs thing, and that's something I'm not interested in. 

"They're not going to take the building with them. When they leave, 
they're going to leave behind a beautiful building with two pro dressing 
rooms and offices, a medical facility and some workout rooms." 

The visiting players' experience 

Winnipeg Jets defenseman Nate Schmidt was college roommates with 
Coyotes forward Nick Bjugstad and faced off against him in a college rink 
on Friday night as NHL players. 

"I had a hell of a time in college. I'm a little too old to go back. Don't have 
any eligibility left," Schmidt joked. "You know, they're making the best out 
of a tough situation here." 

While the annex is being completed, the visiting locker room at Mullett 
Arena consists of a few lines of weathered lockers contained within 
temporary walls, all of it atop an ice rink covered in black rubber mats. 
Some on social media likened it to a Nathan Fielder "rehearsal" of an 
NHL game, and it's an apt comparison. 

"It's different. The ground is cold from being on top of the ice. When you 
take your shoes off, it's a little chilly on the feet," Winnipeg rookie Cole 
Perfetti said. "But we knew it was temporary. We knew what we were 
coming into. It's unique. It's pretty cool to be the first team to ever be a 
part of this. It's weird. But it's cool." 

From a game-play perspective, the visiting Jets echoed the comments 
made by Coyotes players leading up to the game: The boards were lively 
and the ice was tremendously fast. 

"I think you go out there for pregame skate, and within your first 10 
strides you know," Arizona's Fischer said. "When you go play in 
Edmonton you just step out for warm-ups and you're flying out there for 
whatever reason. There's also other places that's not that case, and you 
notice that pretty quickly. I'd be curious to know how the Jets feel, but 
from our standpoint, we haven't had the greatest ice here in the past 
couple of years, so that's probably why you're hearing that the most." 

How did the Jets feel? 

"The ice was great. It was unbelievable. Even for warm-ups," Perfetti 
said. "Coming from L.A. last night where the ice ... well, it wasn't the best. 
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We were fighting the puck a little bit. But this ice was great. The boards 
were great. It was awesome." 

One interesting aspect of the Mullett Arena experience: Adjusting to the 
size of the rink. 

"Everything felt tiny in the first period. Everything just felt congested and 
small," Schmidt said. "Maybe because there's no upper deck, I don't 
know. It all felt very tight and then it settled down as the game went on." 

Blake Wheeler, who scored the winner in overtime, said the arena 
experience felt different. 

"Five thousand people, man. It's all right," he said. 

Did it remind Wheeler of his college days skating for Minnesota? 

"I played in front of 10,000," he said, smiling. "All in all, it was made out to 
be much worse than it was. As long as you've got a spot to put your gear 
on and talk about the game, it really is a beautiful college hockey rink. 
I've played in worse arenas, that's for sure." 

The Coyotes players' experience 

As they left the ice on opening night, the Coyotes were cheered by the 
remaining fans in the student section. To the outside, it was a crowd of 
4,600 fans, with capacity slightly reduced due to television broadcast and 
media overflow needs. To an Arizona player, it was something they rarely 
had in Glendale: a sellout. 

"Just to see a full building, it's a new chapter of hockey here, being in 
Tempe," Coyotes star forward Clayton Keller said. "Hopefully they keep 
showing up." 

GM Bill Armstrong believes they will. The Coyotes aren't expected to be 
contenders. Armstrong has acknowledged the importance of highly 
drafted players in ultimately building a winner in the desert. But he also 
wants his team to exhibit a work ethic that lays the groundwork for future 
success, while connecting with fans now. 

"I think we can have a special flavor here. We're a physical team. We're a 
grinding team. I would like to think we're one of the hardest-working 
teams in the National Hockey League," Armstrong said. "If you come to 
see us play, you're gonna get your money's worth. And when you come 
to see us in this building, you're gonna have one of the best seats in the 
NHL." 

Many of the Coyotes players on the current roster won't be there when 
the team moves into its next home. But for now, they appreciate the 
uniqueness of their temporary home, especially as it compares to their 
previous one. 

"I thought the energy of the crowd was great. Something that we've 
missed as players, especially guys that have been here for a while," 
Fischer said. "It's a fun place to play. There's a lot of noise about the 
outside and the details of it, but we're playing a hockey game. It's loud, 
and the fans are cheering for us, that's all we really care about. It's a cool 
little rink." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Can Maple Leafs find inspiration from within, or are 
changes necessary? 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourneOctober 31, 2022, 1:24 
PM 

 

The people in Toronto right now, they want their scalps. You see, when 
they all said of the Leafs “The regular season doesn’t matter” after their 

latest playoff loss, what they meant was “The regular season doesn’t 
matter … provided you play well and stay atop the division, otherwise 
we’re gonna want changes.” 

That part was unspoken, but pretty clearly implied. 

Here's what I believe about where the Leafs are, and where they would 
go without changes being made. And by no changes being made, let’s 
make it explicit and say that means “without firing the coach and without 
trading a core player.” 

I still see a good team with a high ceiling. I think without any changes, 
they make playoffs and have a 50/50 shot in Round 1 (though with the 
brainworms that have grown from previous playoff failures, call it 51/49 
that they lose).  

That’s not a super appealing scenario, given what the Leafs have been 
through. 

For those sick of numbers, you’ll be pleased to know that the underlying 
numbers show them as much more average than previous Leafs 
iterations. There is no nerd pushing their glasses up their nose saying 
“Well actually, despite their record, they’re good.” 

But I’m adamant that those play-driving stats aren’t an accurate reflection 
of this team, but rather an accurate reflection of what I wrote about on 
Thursday: that the team is showing some combination of being overly 
nice (at best) and entirely apathetic (at worst) to start the season. They 
seem to be a team waiting around for "the games that matter” to kick it 
into proper gear, assuming they can coast by to enough regular season 
success with their talent to earn another series of playoff games. 

What underscores a lot of the frustration and failure here isn’t a lack of 
confidence, it might be an overconfidence that the team they know they 
can be – and have shown themselves to be in the past – is still lying 
within them. And there’s an overconfidence that they’ll be able to conjure 
it up when they need to. 

Well, don’t look now, but they need to and fast, or the scenario I 
discussed above – having a chance to get through without any changes 
– will never have a chance to play out. 

I heard from a couple people around the NHL in response to my column 
last week on the Leafs, and the theme from those was that I needed an 
addition: that this team will be fine when they decide it’s more important 
to be good than cool. 

It’s the position the core four – and namely I’m talking about Mitch 
Marner and Auston Matthews here – have in relationship to their coach 
that seems to make it hard to poke or prod more out of them when it’s 
needed. Those guys have the contracts - and the obvious fact that 
superstars make team success go – and Keefe is a first-time NHL head 
coach who took over for a guy who was a coaching giant in the league in 
Mike Babcock. It’s tougher to tell right now who has more sway on the 
team, those players or their coach. And within in a dynamic like that, the 
players may not be as receptive to suggestion. 

That dynamic is worth it’s own evaluation, but with it being what it is, it 
brings me to a criticism not of Marner or Matthews or Keefe, but to a 
question about the other players: If the team agrees with what we’re 
talking about here, that they are as I’ve suggested – a good team – then 
where’s the internal “defibrillator” the team needs? 

Everything I’m outlining above feels like a team that needs something big 
to jumpstart their attention, and most are understandably talking about 
firings and trades for that. Those are the big red buttons a GM can push. 
But shouldn’t we expect, at some point, a guy like Mark Giordano to grab 
someone by the scruff (metaphorically or not) and say “Hey, I left money 
on the table to be here and have a chance at a Cup, can you wake up?” 
Morgan Rielly is saying what may seem like the right things about 
patience and process, but isn’t he ready to call someone out? 

Fans are out here losing their collective mind, but the team just seems to 
be skimming along, waiting for someone else to do something. 
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Over the past six or seven years of this core’s reign, the only player I can 
remember calling for better from his teammates, loudly and without 
wavering, is Jake Muzzin. The rugged defender has the Cups and 
experience and personality to say, without doubt, that this team has more 
to give. But he’s on the shelf with an unfortunate long-term injury now, 
and shouldn’t have to be that guy alone. 

John Tavares is working hard and playing well so far this season, but 
doesn’t seem like the type of captain to deliver the collective smack this 
team needs from the inside. William Nylander simply isn’t that guy, and 
won’t ever be. 

Of course it could come from Matthews or Marner – in theory! - but they 
seem to be the very guys needing the inspiration right now. 

I imagine that when they were here guys Joe Thornton and Patrick 
Marleau explained the urgency, but you’d hate to see talented players 
like the Leafs' dynamic duo shipping around the league in a decade 
chasing one last shot. These are those true shots for Matthews and 
Marner, these are those peak Sharks years, and it’s on the players to 
realize it and not blow their opportunities because they had a run of time 
where they felt particularly uninspired. 

To take it back to the idea about what happens if the Leafs do nothing in 
terms of major moves, I don’t think they would just circle the drain and 
finish 20th this season. Chris Johnston recently noted that the past five 
Cup winning teams have opened their seasons with these opening 
months (games played varies because of the COVID-related weirdness): 

• 2017-18 Washington: 5-6-1 

• 2018-19 St. Louis: 3-4-3 

• 2019-20 Tampa Bay: 6-4-2 

• 2020-21 Tampa Bay: 4-1-1 

• 2021-22 Colorado: 4-4-0 

The Leafs are 4-4-2, which is just another way to say it’s not time to write 
this group off. Sometimes a little early-season rockiness can help a team 
figure itself out and carve out a better way forward. 

But Toronto has made it unnecessarily difficult on themselves, as the 
Leafs are wont to do, leaking standings points to true bottom-feeders of 
the league with what should have been a soft start to the season. 

And now, to even get to this idea of “what happens if nothing changes,” 
they need some internal push among the players themselves to ever see 
that future. When you do nothing with your roster or coaching staff you 
have to get better from within, and that comes down to the players in the 
jerseys. If the players don’t seem to be as motivated by Keefe’s poking 
and prodding (for whatever reasons), it has to come from them. 

They have to want it for themselves. 

The salary structure leaves some players in weird spots. Can guys who 
play bit parts on expiring contracts, like David Kampf, call others out? 
Can new players with longer deals, like Calle Jarnkrok, say anything? It 
just feels like the authority of this team is so clearly tied up in its top line – 
the only one inexplicably not shuffled before the Anaheim game – that 
few players are empowered to speak up. 

But it’s now or never time, or there will trades, firings and all the rest. 
Does this group believe in themselves, and want to move forward as 
currently constructed? 

Right now, that’s not entirely clear. But if it’s not going to be either of 
those things, it can’t be “patience” and “process” talk in the weeks ahead. 
Some players should be mad, they should want better from one another, 
and they should be pushing from within. 

Because right now this sleepy little group doesn’t appear to care for 
anything very much. Not winning, not hockey, not each other. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Latest blue line crunch for Canucks shows progress after 
dreadful start to season 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetOctober 31, 2022, 6:48 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Nearly a generation ago, former Vancouver Canucks 
coach Marc Crawford appeared for his Halloween-day media availability 
wearing a Dr. Evil mask. He put his pinky finger to the corner of his 
mouth and told reporters in a diabolical tone: “The Sedins are going to 
make one million dollars.” 

Scary but true – except for the earning power of Daniel and Henrik Sedin, 
who were then rookies but eventually grossed $140 million between 
them. They’re going into the Hockey Hall of Fame in two weeks. 

Except for goalies, no one was wearing a mask after the Canucks 
practised on Halloween Monday for Tuesday’s game against the New 
Jersey Devils. Fortunately, they all had nameplates. 

In the Blue Line neighbourhood of Vancouver’s dressing room, there are 
nine locker stalls for defencemen and these are not enough. 

Including the injured, there are 10 nameplates for defencemen in the 
circular chamber. There were 11, but Guillaume Brisebois was returned 
Monday to the American Hockey League after three games of pretty 
exceptional relief work amid the Canucks’ injury crisis on defence. 

Tuesday against the New Jersey Devils, newcomer Ethan Bear will 
become the 11th defenceman to log NHL minutes for the Canucks this 
season. Importantly, the team is also getting back from injury its No. 1 
defenceman, Quinn Hughes. This is the 10th game for Vancouver. 

“We have a lot of guys,” coach Bruce Boudreau, maskless but really not 
needing one, told reporters when asked about the crowd on defence. 
“When you count the injured guys, this morning we had 11. It makes for a 
competition. You want to play... you want to be accountable for your 
actions? You've got to play good.” 

But, ironically, the turnover on the blue line is accelerating after the 
Canucks played easily their best game this season, beating the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 5-1 on Friday night to double both their winning 
streak and total victories this season (two). 

Brisebois, a career minor-leaguer to this point despite being one of the 
longest-tenured players in the organization, logged 18:41 of ice time and 
was plus-two against the Penguins. The 25-year-old returns to the 
Abbotsford Canucks after building an expected-goals-for percentage of 
63.2 in his three games, which coincides with what may be the turning 
point of Vancouver’s dreadful start. 

A far more glamorous Canuck prospect, fleet-skating Jack Rathbone, is 
also likely coming out of the lineup on Tuesday after playing the last four 
games. And with Riley Stillman practising in a top-six spot on Monday, 
after missing four games with what appeared to be a concussion, heart-
and-soul blue liner Kyle Burroughs could also be a healthy scratch. 

You need to squint to see these moves as “good news” for the Canucks 
following their crisis-quelling win against the Penguins a few days ago, 
but this sudden crunch on the blue line represents progress and a 
potential pathway up the standings. 

Hughes is the best defenceman in franchise history and one of the best 
puck movers/transporters on Earth. And Bear, 25, acquired at clearance 
prices in a trade with the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday, is only 2½ years 
removed from a stellar rookie season with the Edmonton Oilers and is 
eager to move on from his misadventures in the east. 
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“I'm just hungry to play again,” Bear said. “Like, it just feels like it's been 
forever. The game seems really easy from the press box, right? It's 
definitely a lot faster when you actually get out there, but that's the fun 
part -- just being around the guys in the grind and when you actually pull 
off a win, how hard it actually is (to win) in this league. I'm just excited to 
work for that feeling again. 

“Excited is an understatement. Honestly, I can't wait to play.” 

Bear has yet to play a game this season. He struggled in Carolina after 
getting COVID last November, and by the playoffs was a regular healthy 
scratch. He was scratched from every game this month while the 
Hurricanes waited for a good trade to percolate, eventually giving up and 
accepting a fifth-round pick from the Canucks – while retaining $400,000 
of the defenceman’s $2.2-million salary. 

“I asked for a trade after last season; I just needed a fresh start,” Bear 
said. “I had a good start to the season last year and then after COVID, I 
just never got that opportunity to earn my spot back. So I said, 'Well, I'll 
just go somewhere else and try to fight for a spot.' They said they'd sign 
and trade me. But once we signed, everything just seemed to slow right 
down. I don't know what their plan was, but I don't see why they would 
have had to wait so long to get a fifth-round pick for me. I'm happy to be 
here now. 

“I think it's a fast, competitive team. I think everyone gets along well in 
here and obviously, they've won two games. It's good to come into a 
happy environment right now.” 

Good thing he wasn’t here a week ago. 

The return of Hughes should add to the sudden outbreak of happiness. 
He suffered a lower-body injury late in the pre-season, then gutted his 
way through the first five games, gathering five assists while averaging 
27:14 of ice time that is second in the NHL behind only Los Angeles King 
Drew Doughty’s 27:36. 

One way or another, the defence always seems to be an issue on the 
Canucks. But without Hughes and his elite skating and play-making, the 
team has little chance of long-term success. He returns in time to face his 
little brother, Jack, with the Devils. 

“Yeah, it's a big relief,” Hughes said. “No one likes being injured and to 
be down with it for the majority of the season so far, it's frustrating. You're 
playing games and you're worried about (your injury) and if it's going to 
hold up and how you're going to feel. 

“It's not fun being injured. I'm excited to come back, so it should be fun, 
especially against the Devils. My parents are in town, brother's in town. I 
don't think we really enjoy playing each other too much, but it's always 
fun seeing him.” 

• Canuck winger Brock Boeser, who has missed the last three games 
with an undisclosed injury, practised on Monday but did not skate on any 
of the top four lines or work on the power play. . . Centre Jack Studnicka, 
acquired from the Boston Bruins on Thursday, practised between 
wingers Tanner Pearson and Nils Hoglander and will make his Canuck 
debut against the Devils. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In bid for more offence, Flames' Sutter puts Huberdeau 
and Kadri together 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisOctober 31, 2022, 6:31 PM 

 

CALGARY -- Heading into training camp with a radically revamped top 
six, Darryl Sutter said one of his first orders of business was simple. 

“I need to find out if (Jonathan) Huberdeau is a Lindy (Elias Lindholm) 
guy or a (Nazem) Kadri guy,” said the Calgary Flames coach. 

Two months later, he’s still not sure, which is why no one should have 
been surprised to see Huberdeau line up alongside Kadri in practice for 
the first time Monday. 

Seven games in, Huberdeau, Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli have yet to 
score a single 5-on-5 goal. 

No other top line in the league can say as much. 

It’s a shocking stat for a team that has still found a way to open with a 5-2 
record, thanks to its depth and special teams. 

“I think they’ve been good on the power play, all of them together,” said 
Sutter, whose club sits eighth in the league with the man advantage. 

“I think it’s still a long ways from being exact.” 

And so, the line tinkering begins for the first time this season. 

Huberdeau’s linemates Tuesday were Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane, 
who have previously made up the team’s most effective line with Dillon 
Dube. 

Monday’s second trio consisted of Milan Lucic alongside Lindholm and 
Toffoli. 

As solid as Lucic has been on the fourth line to date, his presence on the 
second unit hints strongly at the possibility the new trios were simply a 
practice experiment that may not continue Tuesday when the Flames 
host Seattle. 

As Sutter pointed out, the team won’t have much practice time over the 
next few weeks, with eight games slated for the next 15 days. 

The priority in all of this is to find a way to get Huberdeau back into the 
type of offensive rhythm that netted him 115 points last season, albeit in 
a less structured system. 

“Jonathan is a really good 200-foot player,” said Sutter of his top left 
winger, who has a goal and four helpers to date. 

“I think there has been way too much talk about goals, and assists, and 
points, and last year. It’s so different. 

“When that happens, (the player thinks) ‘OK, I’ve got to score more.’ 

“He does everything else. He’s a good player. 

“Instead of putting pressure on yourself to score or make that play, just 
play the game.” 

Who he’ll do that alongside is the big question moving forward. 

As the Flames’ best player and leading scorer, Kadri has played the type 
of well-rounded game capable of lifting the fortunes of anyone around 
him. 

But at what cost, as Kadri’s line has been the team’s most productive? 

The fact is, scoring is going to be harder to come by this year, which puts 
even more pressure on finding a way to find the best fit for Huberdeau. 

“Our chances-for are up from a season ago, but the difference there is 
finishing and quality,” said Sutter, whose top line had four even-strength 
goals at this time last year. 

“What’s real, is you took two 40-goal scorers out of your lineup and you 
didn’t put two 40-goal scorers (back) in. 

“So, you’re going to have to score more with volume and plays around 
the net.” 

So far so good, in that regard, as Brett Ritchie and Mikael Backlund have 
scored three apiece, with several coming at key times. 
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It’s only natural for many observers to look at high-powered newbies like 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar to step up with more of the offence 
they’re known for. 

“This is challenging thing for me because this is everything you guys talk 
about, and is exactly what I talked about when I came here: ‘Johnny 
(Gaudreau) and Monny (Sean Monahan) and Matthew (Tkachuk) and 
Gio (Mark Giordano),’” said Sutter of the team’s former core. 

“It’s the same thing. We had to get totally away from that, and we have to 
get totally away from it again.” 

Dube was dropped to the left side of the third pairing with Backlund and 
Blake Coleman, while Adam Ruzicka shared time skating on the fourth 
unit with Trevor Lewis and Ritchie. 

The chemistry experiment continues Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday as 
Seattle, Nashville and New Jersey come to town. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Golden Knights, Bruins making 
noise early 

 

Ryan Dixon @dixononsports October 31, 2022, 11:43 AM 

 

It’s a fair question to ask of any squad that shoots out to a surprisingly 
strong start, especially on Halloween: Is this team a real contender or 
simply dressed up like one? 

With last night’s scary-good overtime winner from Jack Eichel against the 
Winnipeg Jets, the Vegas Golden Knights have won four straight and 
own the second-best points percentage in the league. The top mark 
belongs to the Boston Bruins, presently riding a five-game winning streak 
after Friday night’s 4-0 blanking of the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Was there a pe-season case to be made these were quality outfits? 
Certainly. But both squads fired coaches last year and came into this 
campaign missing major pieces thanks to long-term injuries. 

But here they sit, 1-2 in the standings and offering plenty of evidence 
these hot starts have staying power. Both the Bruins and Knights 
possess strong underlying numbers and they’re ranked first and second 
in the league in goal-differential (Boston is the best at plus-18, with 
Vegas right behind at plus-15). 

The Bruins, in particular, have a number of brow raising things going on. 
Obviously they were playing a little bit of possum with the timeline of 
Brad Marchand’s recovery from hip surgery, as the left winger has 
already returned from an injury we thought might have him out until 
closer to December. And even if Charlie McAvoy returns from shoulder 
surgery ahead of schedule too (he did practice with the team Monday 
morning), the bottom line is the club has been without its No. 1 blue-liner 
all year. 

But look at what the guys who are there are doing. David Pastrnak is one 
point off the league scoring lead after his goal on Friday; Patrice 
Bergeron has nine points in nine games, with nine more to go for 1,000 
on his headed-to-the-Hall career. Meanwhile, the other “Will he come 
back or not?” guy, David Krejci, is also playing at a point-per-game clip 
alongside countryman Pastrnak. Relative newcomer Hampus Lindholm 
has been stellar on the blue line in McAvoy’s absence, while the 
previously disgruntled Jake DeBrusk is out to an encouraging start this 
season under new coach Jim Montgomery. 

Then there’s the play of Linus Ullmark, who — after Friday’s 
whitewashing of Columbus — has the fifth-best five-on-five save 

percentage in the league among goalies with at least 200 minutes in the 
crease. 

Speaking of goalies, the guys in Vegas — and it’s probably worth 
identifying them as Logan Thompson and Adin Hill — have the top five-
on-five save percentage in the league. That has helped make new bench 
boss Bruce Cassidy — remember him, Bruins fans? — transition 
smoothly to his new gig despite the fact incumbent starter Robin Lehner 
is lost for the season due to hip surgery. 

For whatever upheaval has happened in the crease, it does seems as 
though there’s a certain level of calm in Vegas that, due to the 
organization’s frantic “just get every star we can” approach in the past, is 
a welcomed change. Eichel looks great in his first full year; Mark Stone is 
healthy again and playing like his usual stellar self, while some O.G. 
Knights — William Karlsson, Reilly Smith, Jonathan Marchessault, Shea 
Theodore — have all been good so far. 

Look, both these teams have played home-heavy schedules and haven’t 
exactly been going up against the cream of the crop every night. The two 
best teams Vegas has faced — Colorado and Calgary — beat them. 
Both squads have either just begun or are about to begin lengthy 
roadies, so we’ll get a fuller picture of where they’re at in the next week 
or so. 

That said, don’t bet on any major Scooby Doo-style unmasking here; 
what you see is probably pretty close to what you get with Vegas and 
Boston. 

Other Takeaways 

• After losing to the Bruins, things got worse for Columbus on Sunday 
with a 7-1 drilling by the New Jersey Devils. The Jackets have now been 
outscored 17-4 in their past three outings and only two teams — 
Anaheim and San Jose — have worse points percentages than 
Columbus’ .300 mark right now. The mercury feels like it’s on the rise in 
Ohio. 

Meanwhile, the Jesper Bratt show continues for the Devils, as he put up 
two more points against Columbus and has been on the scoresheet in all 
nine of New Jersey’s games this season. 

• The once 0-2 Devils are a great example of how to steer out of an early-
season skid and, to a lesser extent, so too are the Minnesota Wild. After 
falling in an 0-3-0 hole, the Wild are 4-4-1 following Sunday’s 4-3 
shootout win over the Chicago Blackhawks. Matt Boldy was the star for 
Minny with two goals and, man, can this second-year guy play. The quick 
hands he showed on his first tally demonstrate why such big things are 
on tap for this 21-year-old. 

• Sliding the other way, make it four straight L’s for St. Louis after starting 
3-0-0. The Blues coughed up a 3-1 lead to Montreal on Saturday in what 
turned into a 7-4 loss. St. Louis has been outscored 20-7 during this skid 
and the Blues have just 10 five-on-five goals in seven outings this 
season. 

• Sadly, the Arizona Coyotes have lost their first two games at Mullett 
Arena, but this giveaway during Friday’s opening night was a winner and 
absolute no-brainer. 

Weekend Warrior 

We just have to highlight a monster game by Brandon Montour versus 
Ottawa on Saturday. The Cats defenceman already had two assists on 
the board when he broke a 3-3 tie late in the third with a big blast. In all, 
he logged 27:49 in a rollicking Florida victory. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Calgary Flames (5-2-0): The Flames have three more home games 
this week to wrap up a stretch where nine of their first 10 contests are 
domestic affairs. Probably best to make a little more hay before heading 
out to play nine of 11 on the road. 
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2. Edmonton Oilers (6-3-0): Man, does this team ever have Jakob 
Markstrom’s number. After Saturday’s big 3-2 win in Calgary, Markstom 
has an .884 save percentage facing the Oilers as a Flame. 

3. Winnipeg Jets (5-3-1): They spoiled Arizona’s Mullett debut on Friday, 
then wasted Connor Hellebuyck’s 46-save performance in Vegas on 
Sunday by failing to get the extra point in overtime. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs (4-4-1): You don’t want to be reflexively 
dismissive of early struggles, but the parallels to last season are just too 
blatant to ignore. Toronto went 1-4-1 in Games 2 through 7 last year and 
actually trailed Game 8 2-0 to a pretty bad Chicago team before pulling 
out an overtime win. If it gets worse from here, watch out. But there’s a 
chance this awful road trip is a distant memory five games from now. 

5. Ottawa Senators (4-4-0): Thomas Chabot was 44 seconds shy of 
playing half the game during the Sens’ 5-3 loss to the Panthers. 
Recognizing Artem Zub is out of the lineup, some other Ottawa D-men 
are going to have to help ease Chabot’s load. 

6. Montreal Canadiens (5-4-0): To say the least, it hasn’t always been 
smooth sailing for Christian Dvorak in Montreal since he arrived there 
about 13 months ago from Arizona. Saturday’s hat trick in a big win over 
the Blues had to feel great. 

7. Vancouver Canucks (2-5-2): It’s obviously been an incredibly small 
sample size, but after allowing one goal in a desperately needed 5-1 
laugher of a win over Pittsburgh on Friday, Spencer Martin has a .944 
save percentage in eight games with Vancouver. He also has not been 
beaten in regulation time during his brief Canucks career. 

The Week Ahead 

• If Alex Ovechkin has a heroic Halloween effort Monday night, he could 
equal Wayne Gretzky for the most road goals in NHL history in Carolina. 
After his empty-netter during Saturday’s 3-0 defeat of the Nashville 
Predators, Ovie has 398 tallies in enemy territory, four shy of Gretzky’s 
402. Of course, breaking that record would also mean Ovechkin had the 
most goals for one team in NHL history, too. Gordie Howe had 786 for 
the Detroit Red Wings and No. 8 has, of course, scored all 783 of his for 
the Caps. 

• Quinn Hughes is expected to rejoin the Canucks after missing four 
games with an injury. He’s returning just in time to face his brother, Jack, 
and the surging Devils when they visit B.C. on Tuesday. 

• We’re heading back to Europe! Okay, the Avalanche and Blue Jackets 
are, but at least the rest of us get some weekday afternoon hockey on 
Friday. Colorado and Columbus will play on both Friday and Saturday in 
Finland. It feels like the struggling Jackets could use this time away. 
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TSN.CA / Sabres to the Penguins: The full spectrum of NHL team 
trajectories 

 

Travis Yost 

 

From the Colorado Avalanche to the Montreal Canadiens, every National 
Hockey League franchise has its own trajectory. 

Some teams are in the rebuilding and player development phase; others 
are icing more veteran rosters, chasing shorter-term glory. Available 
talent and league economics dictate much of where a team is in its 
trajectory; the rest is filled in by sober evaluations of future productivity by 
front offices. 

We spend so much time talking about rebuilds and retools and building 
championship contenders that we sometimes lose the forest for the trees. 

I’m certainly guilty of that. So, I wanted to take a step back and look at all 
32 franchises based on where they are in the cycle of development, with 
player ages being the focus area. 

Player ages tend to be a fantastic gauge for where teams are in their 
cycles – the NHL’s youngest teams give us little confidence as to their 
performance floor, but also give us a lot of confidence about future 
upside. The NHL’s oldest teams operate in reverse: we have a firm idea 
of what we are getting for baseline performance, but incremental 
performance gains from players are fleeting. 

 

Each team’s constituents include (a) every player who has logged at 
least one NHL minute in 2022-23; and (b) injured players. The average 
NHL roster is about 27.3 years old, with a standard deviation of 1.0 
years. That gives us appropriate age categories for the three groups and 
will also show us where the seven Canadian teams fall. 

Let’s start with our early-stage teams. Here, we are looking for one 
standard deviation below league average age. The Buffalo Sabres have 
the youngest roster across hockey, but notably, this group includes one 
Canadian team – the Vancouver Canucks: 

It’s hard to think of Vancouver as a young lineup, considering the playoff 
expectations surrounding the team and the extreme cap duress they’re 
under from a series of poor roster decisions over the years. But a number 
of their most important players – starting with Elias Pettersson and 
including names like Quinn Hughes and Vasily Podkolzin – are still very 
early in their respective careers. Notably, very few Canucks players are 
knocking on the retirement door. If we bin Vancouver's roster into three 
categories (in which early-stage players are designated as under 24; and 
late-stage players designated as 30-plus-aged skaters), they stack 
accordingly: 

The mid-stage category is broader and spans 17 teams. You have a lot 
of diversity in this group because of the size of it – Canadian teams like 
the Ottawa Senators and Montreal Canadiens skew heavily towards the 
younger side of things and are still looking at healthy amounts of upside, 
whereas regular Western Conference powerhouses like the St. Louis 
Blues and Vegas Golden Knights are teetering on being called old. 

The Edmonton Oilers, Toronto Maple Leafs, and Winnipeg Jets all sit 
near the league average – inside of their prime, with about an equitable 
number of players aging into the lineup as they have aging out of the 
lineup: 

I want to focus on two rival teams in the Ottawa Senators and Toronto 
Maple Leafs. They are a fascinating contrast in that one team is just 
entering the period where expectations should be higher – the Senators 
rebuild is over and most of the core they chased through player 
acquisitions and at the draft are playing healthy minutes. This is no 
longer a super young team: 

For virtually the entirety of Ottawa’s rebuild (2017-22), Toronto iced a 
contender that ripped through most regular seasons. If Ottawa has the 
hallmark signs of an early-stage team that’s transitioning, Toronto has 
the hallmark signs of a team that should be contending now: 

Compare both of those rosters to that of Pittsburgh, who ices the oldest 
lineup in the league (thanks to Mark Giordano for making a mess of 
Toronto’s distribution). 

The late-stage team list is just seven deep, and if I asked you to name 
those seven teams before showing you the list, I bet consensus opinion 
would be very close to reality. The Penguins and Washington Capitals 
are icing the oldest rosters you will find in the league, and that makes 
sense – both organizations have tried to keep the Sidney Crosby and 
Alexander Ovechkin competition windows open for as long as possible. 

Here are those seven teams, including the Calgary Flames: 

The Flames don’t ice a particularly old lineup, but they have effectively 
zero young players occupying meaningful roster spots right now. Forward 
Dillon Dube (24) is the youngest player of materiality on the roster – for 
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comparison’s sake, the Sabres can ice 13 players 24 or younger right 
now. 

Here’s Calgary’s stack, for reference: 

Carolina is interesting to juxtapose against Calgary. Unlike the Flames, 
the Hurricanes do have several roster spots occupied by young and 
developing players, including Andrei Svechnikov, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
Martin Necas, and Seth Jarvis. But they have also filled in the rest of their 
roster with players chasing glory near the end of their career. Just this 
off-season, Carolina added Paul Stastny (36) and Brent Burns (37), and 
are rotating a pair of mid-30s goaltenders in Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta: 

While both Carolina and Calgary have the requisite roster composition to 
deliver high-performance teams today, our confidence in Carolina being 
able to sustain it is higher than that of Calgary. The Hurricanes have 
players to replace over the next couple of years, but help is readily 
available. Calgary will be turning to their prospect pipeline – a pipeline 
that appears relatively barren on NHL-ready talent. 

Hope you found this as fascinating as I did! 
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