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Stefan Noesen’s first NHL goal in 32 months was a waypoint on a much longer journey 
By Luke DeCock 
 
Somebody might get to stay up late more often. Leighton 
Noesen got to go to the hockey game Monday night. Her 
father scored his first NHL goal in almost 32 months, as he 
almost always does when she’s present at his games, if not 
always. 
“At least 20 last year,” Stefan Noesen said Monday night. 
“You could look it up. Every Sunday game.” 
Noesen has witnesses. He warned Brett Pesce before 
Monday’s game, Pesce later confirmed, getting it on the 
record before Noesen’s power-play tip opened the scoring 
for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 3-2 shootout win over the 
Washington Capitals. 
Leighton turns 2 later this month, so she hasn’t had a long 
time to exert this effect on her father’s career, but it has been 
a remarkable one. He led the AHL in scoring last year, and 
Noesen’s first goal for the Hurricanes was a long time 
coming – temporally and spiritually, not the conclusion of a 
long journey for Noesen, but certainly a milestone upon it. 
He was once a hot prospect, a first-round pick after scoring 
34 goals in junior hockey as an 18-year-old, before going on 
a decade-long odyssey through the transaction ledger, 
bouncing around the NHL and across the country, at one 
point playing for five NHL teams in five years. Noesen had 
13 goals and 27 points in 72 games with the New Jersey 
Devils in 2017-18 and never came close to that again. By the 
time the Hurricanes signed him as a free agent in August 
2021, he was basically a 28-year-old spare part. Roster filler. 
Then Noesen scored 48 goals last year for Chicago (AHL), 
helping the Wolves to the Calder Cup — the second for the 
Hurricanes’ prospects in as many tries, thanks to a two-year 
COVID hiatus. He’d never scored that many goals in a 
season, at any level. He hadn’t scored 20 in a decade. 
Everything that scouts saw from him in junior came flooding 
back, like waking up from a dream. 
And now he’s back in the NHL. With a goal to his name. To 
start. 
“I just kind of got my touch back,” Noesen said. “For a couple 
years there it was really hard on me mentally, hard on my 
family, hard on everyone in my life. To be able to get a 
chance like I did last year, be able to get my game back, I felt 
like I was struggling with that for quite a while, since I was in 
New Jersey. I felt good. I was happy to be in one spot for the 
whole year instead of bouncing up and down. I know that’s a 
weird thing to say, but for me and my confidence, that’s what 
I needed.” 
In Chicago, playing the Hurricanes’ system, everything 
clicked. Noesen was called up to play in two games in 
December, but for the most part he put down roots in 
Chicago. He felt at home. He thrived. Everything that he had 
been missing came back to him. His hands remembered 
what they had once known, a decade earlier. 

“He came up during the year and was really good, but we 
didn’t really have any injuries,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He had a great year down there, 
obviously. I think his game suits what we need. It’s a good fit. 
He’s definitely earned his way into this league. He was in it, 
and then he kind of had to, however you want to put it, but he 
definitely earned his way back to the NHL.” 

Fourth line, first PP 

Noesen beat out prospect Jack Drury and veteran Ryan 
Dzingel for a roster spot in camp, in large part because of his 
versatility, his ability to crash and grind as well as score 
around the net. He has been a fixture on the Hurricanes’ 
fourth line and first power-play unit to start the season, an 
odd combination even if there are examples over the course 
of hockey history where a player with solid skills in close 
quarters gets an opportunity with the man advantage he 
wouldn’t get at even strength. 
The Hurricanes have used Jordan Staal there in the past, 
and Tomas Holmstrom made a career out of it with the 
Detroit Red Wings – but Noesen showed Monday night why 
he’s there, deflecting a Brent Burns shot past Darcy 
Kuemper. Noesen scored a good chunk of his goals in 
Chicago that way, standing on the goalie’s toes, trading 
places with Drury in the high slot the way he trades places 
now with Sebastian Aho, and that’s how he opened his 
account with the Hurricanes. 
“He can score,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s a big body. Great 
hand-eye. It fits that position. I think that’s a good fit for him.” 
But on the power play or not, that’s Noesen’s game. In the 
corners. From the faceoff circles down. Grinding it out. And 
getting in the way in front. Ask him how many of his goals 
with the Wolves looked like Monday’s, and the question spills 
forward and backward. 
“Just last year? Or my whole career?” Noesen said. “My 
whole career, I kind of feel like that’s what it’s been. I take 
pride in that. It’s something I work on all the time. I always 
want tips. I get yelled at for that every now and then. It’s just 
something I love doing. I try to make an art out of it.” 
So, while Noesen contemplates letting his toddler stay up 
late for the sake of his career, that resurrected career 
proceeds along a new course. There’s a place for him with 
the Hurricanes. There’s a place for him in the NHL. 
“He belongs here,” Pesce said. “You can just tell, the way he 
plays.” 
Even Noesen couldn’t always tell. There’s always a leap of 
faith for the athlete who isn’t seeing things go his or her way, 
the belief that things can or will turn around. It’s about being 
stubborn as much as it is being skilled. It’s the long wait for a 
season like his last one and a moment like this one: the puck 
in the net, your daughter in the stands, your future — your 
career, your life — suddenly laid out before you. Again. 
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Jordan Martinook, the Hurricanes’ fixer, goes from waivers to workhorse 

By Cory Lavalette 

In just over three weeks, Jordan Martinook went from being 
on waivers to filling in on the Hurricanes’ top line. 

With Carolina’s first line sputtering against the Flyers on 
Saturday, coach Rod Brind’Amour flipped Martinook with 
Teuvo Teravainen to try and create a spark. 

There are probably a hundred names for someone like 
Martinook: grinder, energy player, glue guy. For 
Brind’Amour, Martinook is his fixer. 

“He’s one of the most high-energy guys in the NHL,” 
Brind’Amour said. “His pace, every time he’s out there, you 
see it, you notice it. He’s hard to play against. And so you put 
that on a line that maybe doesn’t quite have it going, and all 
of a sudden it changes the dynamic.” 

But as 2 p.m. approached on Oct. 8, neither Martinook nor 
the Hurricanes were positive that the 30-year-old would even 
be with the team for the 2022-23 season. With defenseman 
Jake Gardiner headed to long-term injured reserve for the 
season, Carolina had to maximize its cap space for the 
season by having its season-opening roster be as close to its 
LTIR cap maximum of $86.55 million as possible. 

That meant temporarily burying a player in the minors whose 
salary would still cost some against the NHL cap, and the 
decision came down to two players: Martinook and 
defenseman Ethan Bear. 

Martinook is an alternate captain whose arrival in Raleigh 
coincided with Brind’Amour taking over as coach. He was 
part of the cultural turnaround that Brind’Amour preached, 
raising expectations for a franchise that had wallowed in 
mediocrity for close to a decade. 

Bear had fallen out of favor with the Hurricanes and was on 
the trade block for months. Still, there’s always an interest in 
right-handed defensemen around the NHL, and putting Bear 
on waivers meant risking losing him for nothing. 

Martinook, meanwhile, carries a $1.8 million cap hit and 
makes that much this season. But in 2023-24, the final 
season of his three-year deal, he will be paid $2.7 million. 

So, the Hurricanes took a calculated risk. They put Martinook 
on waivers on Oct. 7, figuring that his $1.8 million cap hit was 
too steep for cap-strapped contenders and that the $4.5 
million he is owed the next two seasons would prove too 
pricey for budget teams. 

The team — and Martinook — had to wait 24 hours to see if 
it would work. 

“We had a little get-together that night with the team and I 
had planned the whole thing,” Martinook said of the 
Halloween party the team held Oct. 7. “Yeah, it was definitely 
hard.” 

The decision also rattled his teammates, though the 
mischievous Martinook still used the moment to torment 
them a little. 

“I was a little bit late to the party, like five minutes late,” 
Andrei Svechnikov said. “And he called me and he’s like, 
‘Hey, I gotta go to the plane. Someone pick me up.’ And in 
those five minutes I was so sad. I didn’t know what to say. I 
was so sad. 

“And then whenever I (arrived) he’s like, ‘I’m messing with 
you.’ So it was kind of a funny moment.” 

That didn’t change the reality of the situation. While 
Martinook’s career numbers aren’t eye-popping — 55 goals 
and 135 points in 486 regular-season games — he’s the type 
of player every team needs, the aforementioned glue guy. 

“We were all crossing our fingers and hoping nothing crazy 
happened,” captain Jordan Staal said. “It was an unfortunate 
situation. He’s a player that we clearly want in the room.” 

Jesper Fast echoed Staal’s sentiments. 

“He’s been an unreal teammate ever since I got here,” Fast 
said. “He’s such a good guy in the locker room and he 
always puts the team first. So of course you want a guy like 
that.” 

Martinook also had talks with his agent, who checked around 
the league to see if his client was headed to a new team. 

“I was like, ‘I don’t want to go anywhere,’ and he said, ‘I just 
got to kind of see what’s out there, see what people are 
thinking,’” Martinook said of talking with his agent. 

Martinook — dressed as Nickelback’s Chad Kroeger while 
wife Courtney dressed as, well, her husband — made it 
through the party, the night and all the way to 2 p.m. on Oct. 
8. 

It worked — Martinook made it through waivers. 

“We were pretty confident, the way it was explained to me, 
that he wasn’t going anywhere,” Brind’Amour said after the 
dust settled. “He’s expected to be in the starting lineup.” 

The Hurricanes worked some cap gymnastics, making a 
paper move to assign Martinook to the AHL before the NHL’s 
roster deadline. He was then quickly called back up a day 
later and, as Brind’Amour said, was on the ice for opening 
night. 

“It was a risky decision, but I’m glad it paid off,” Staal said. 

Martinook had an assist on opening night and capped the 
scoring in a 5-1 win in Seattle in Carolina’s third game of the 
season. Two days later, he was moved to Staal’s wing 
opposite Fast after the third line, originally with newcomer 
Paul Stastny, struggled to start the season. 
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After a couple of games, things clicked. In the Hurricanes’ 
first game back at PNC Arena after their West Coast road 
trip, the line was the only positive in an otherwise dismal loss 
to the Islanders. 

“He works hard,” Fast said of Martinook “fixing” the Staal 
line. “He makes it easy to read — you know where he’s 
going, you know what he’s doing out there. And so I 
appreciate playing with him. 

“He always goes balls-out, so I like having a line like that.” 

Staal agreed. 

“Marty’s a lot of fun to play with,” the captain said. “He’s a 
very simple player, which is kind of my style too. It’s kind of 
moving the puck forward and mucking up in the offensive 
zone and creating our offense that way. 

“He brings such a speed to the game and an element that is 
always nice to have — hard on the forecheck and all those 
things we want our line to be.” 

There was also a reminder of why Martinook went on 
waivers in the first place. Bear was traded to the Canucks 
just before the game against the Islanders, heading to 
Vancouver along with minor leaguer Lane Pederson for a 
2023 fifth-round draft pick. 

Also that night, Brind’Amour looked to Martinook to spark 
another line, putting him in Teravainen’s spot in an attempt to 
get the top line, centered by Sebastian Aho, moving in the 
right direction. 

“Sometimes we get a little too cute, and I think he might like 
that I’m just direct and get pucks in and go work,” Martinook 
said of Brind’Amour using him as kindling for a barely 
smoldering line. “If we’re kind of trying to Globetrotter it up, 
he knows he can just put up the blocker and I’ll try and 
straighten it out.” 

Martinook has built plenty of goodwill with fans, from his 
touching relationship with Emma Izzo, a teenager with Down 
syndrome, to his pregame banshee screams of “Mista 
Svechnikov!” at his Russian teammate. 

But there’s something about Martinook playing in the top six 
that sets social media ablaze. Mention of it made 
Brind’Amour’s eyes burn red. 

“They don’t know what they’re talking about,” the coach said 
of critics. “If that’s what they’re saying, they have zero 
knowledge of hockey because the only reason he’s there is 
because somebody’s not doing their job.” 

And while Martinook may not pile up points in those bigger 
roles, Brind’Amour says it’s not about what the scoresheet 
says. 

“Productivity, who cares?” Brind’Amour said. “You’re 
changing the dynamic to get our game going. And it happens 
literally almost every time.” 

There’s truth to it. 

Over the last two seasons, Aho and Seth Jarvis — who 
Martinook joined against the Isles —have a 51.94 percent 
Corsi For when together. With Martinook flanking them, the 
possession numbers spike to 77.46 percent. 

In fact, Martinook’s overall underlying numbers are 
otherworldly the past three games. At five-on-five, Martinook 
has an 88.13 percent Corsi For playing primarily with Staal 
and Fast, and the trio has been on the ice for three goals for 
— including Martinook’s second of the year in Philadelphia 
— and none against. 

“I don’t think anything’s really changed,” Martinook said with 
a shrug. “I try and forecheck hard and play strong 
defensively, and that’s basically my game.” 

He also admitted he doesn’t pay much attention to analytics, 
but even he heard about his recent numbers. 

“My brother-in-law actually texted me (Sunday) night 
because his buddy sends him that all the time, and he sent 
me the one of the last two games,” Martinook said of the 
games against the Islanders and Flyers. “It was funny. He’s 
just like, ‘It’s the first time I’ve ever seen you at the top of this 
list.’ 

“I feel like for the last few games I’m really playing well, and I 
guess the analytics sort of prove it. So maybe they do mean 
something.” 

And he means something to the Hurricanes, more than 
numbers can quantify. 

“On and off of the ice, he’s a big part of this group,” Staal 
said. “But he’s stepped up his game on the ice even more 
and pushed our bottom six to be even better.” 

The recipient of Martinook’s game-day siren song described 
it more succinctly. 

“He’s a big part of the team,” Svechnikov said, “and he’s our 
guy.” 
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Hurricanes take on the Lightning after shootout win 
By The Associated Press 

Carolina Hurricanes (6-2-1, third in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (6-4-0, third in the Atlantic Division) 

Tampa, Florida; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the Tampa 
Bay Lightning after the Hurricanes took down the 
Washington Capitals 3-2 in a shootout. 

Tampa Bay went 51-23-8 overall and 35-10-7 at home a 
season ago. The Lightning scored 285 total goals a season 
ago, averaging 3.5 per game on 30.9 shots per game. 

Carolina went 54-20-8 overall and 25-18-4 in road games a 
season ago. The Hurricanes scored 277 total goals last 
season (3.4 per game on 34.1 shots per game). 

INJURIES: Lightning: Zach Bogosian: out (shoulder), Victor 
Hedman: day to day (undisclosed), Anthony Cirelli: out 
(shoulder). 

Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), Ondrej Kase: out 
(concussion), Derek Stepan: day to day (upper-body), Jake 
Gardiner: out (hip/back), Calvin de Haan: day to day 
(undisclosed), Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

 
 
 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article268120632.html 

https://theathletic.com/3754205/2022/11/02/jordan-martinook-hurricanes-waivers/ 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-tampa-florida-hockey-ac96ad50be634e1d80d793e514512870 
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1257528 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Stefan Noesen’s first NHL goal in 32 months was a waypoint on a much 
longer journey 

 

Chris Seward 

8-10 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

Raleigh 

Somebody might get to stay up late more often. Leighton Noesen got to 
go to the hockey game Monday night. Her father scored his first NHL 
goal in almost 32 months, as he almost always does when she’s present 
at his games, if not always. 

“At least 20 last year,” Stefan Noesen said Monday night. “You could look 
it up. Every Sunday game.” 

Noesen has witnesses. He warned Brett Pesce before Monday’s game, 
Pesce later confirmed, getting it on the record before Noesen’s power-
play tip opened the scoring for the Carolina Hurricanes in a 3-2 shootout 
win over the Washington Capitals. 

Leighton turns 2 later this month, so she hasn’t had a long time to exert 
this effect on her father’s career, but it has been a remarkable one. He 
led the AHL in scoring last year, and Noesen’s first goal for the 
Hurricanes was a long time coming – temporally and spiritually, not the 
conclusion of a long journey for Noesen, but certainly a milestone upon it. 

He was once a hot prospect, a first-round pick after scoring 34 goals in 
junior hockey as an 18-year-old, before going on a decade-long odyssey 
through the transaction ledger, bouncing around the NHL and across the 
country, at one point playing for five NHL teams in five years. Noesen 
had 13 goals and 27 points in 72 games with the New Jersey Devils in 
2017-18 and never came close to that again. By the time the Hurricanes 
signed him as a free agent in August 2021, he was basically a 28-year-
old spare part. Roster filler. 

Then Noesen scored 48 goals last year for Chicago (AHL), helping the 
Wolves to the Calder Cup — the second for the Hurricanes’ prospects in 
as many tries, thanks to a two-year COVID hiatus. He’d never scored 
that many goals in a season, at any level. He hadn’t scored 20 in a 
decade. Everything that scouts saw from him in junior came flooding 
back, like waking up from a dream. 

And now he’s back in the NHL. With a goal to his name. To start. 

“I just kind of got my touch back,” Noesen said. “For a couple years there 
it was really hard on me mentally, hard on my family, hard on everyone in 
my life. To be able to get a chance like I did last year, be able to get my 
game back, I felt like I was struggling with that for quite a while, since I 
was in New Jersey. I felt good. I was happy to be in one spot for the 
whole year instead of bouncing up and down. I know that’s a weird thing 
to say, but for me and my confidence, that’s what I needed.” 

In Chicago, playing the Hurricanes’ system, everything clicked. Noesen 
was called up to play in two games in December, but for the most part he 
put down roots in Chicago. He felt at home. He thrived. Everything that 
he had been missing came back to him. His hands remembered what 
they had once known, a decade earlier. 

“He came up during the year and was really good, but we didn’t really 
have any injuries,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He had a 
great year down there, obviously. I think his game suits what we need. 
It’s a good fit. He’s definitely earned his way into this league. He was in it, 
and then he kind of had to, however you want to put it, but he definitely 
earned his way back to the NHL.” 

Fourth line, first PP 

Noesen beat out prospect Jack Drury and veteran Ryan Dzingel for a 
roster spot in camp, in large part because of his versatility, his ability to 
crash and grind as well as score around the net. He has been a fixture on 
the Hurricanes’ fourth line and first power-play unit to start the season, an 
odd combination even if there are examples over the course of hockey 
history where a player with solid skills in close quarters gets an 
opportunity with the man advantage he wouldn’t get at even strength. 

The Hurricanes have used Jordan Staal there in the past, and Tomas 
Holmstrom made a career out of it with the Detroit Red Wings – but 
Noesen showed Monday night why he’s there, deflecting a Brent Burns 
shot past Darcy Kuemper. Noesen scored a good chunk of his goals in 
Chicago that way, standing on the goalie’s toes, trading places with Drury 
in the high slot the way he trades places now with Sebastian Aho, and 
that’s how he opened his account with the Hurricanes. 

“He can score,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s a big body. Great hand-eye. It 
fits that position. I think that’s a good fit for him.” 

But on the power play or not, that’s Noesen’s game. In the corners. From 
the faceoff circles down. Grinding it out. And getting in the way in front. 
Ask him how many of his goals with the Wolves looked like Monday’s, 
and the question spills forward and backward. 

“Just last year? Or my whole career?” Noesen said. “My whole career, I 
kind of feel like that’s what it’s been. I take pride in that. It’s something I 
work on all the time. I always want tips. I get yelled at for that every now 
and then. It’s just something I love doing. I try to make an art out of it.” 

So, while Noesen contemplates letting his toddler stay up late for the 
sake of his career, that resurrected career proceeds along a new course. 
There’s a place for him with the Hurricanes. There’s a place for him in the 
NHL. 

“He belongs here,” Pesce said. “You can just tell, the way he plays.” 

Even Noesen couldn’t always tell. There’s always a leap of faith for the 
athlete who isn’t seeing things go his or her way, the belief that things 
can or will turn around. It’s about being stubborn as much as it is being 
skilled. It’s the long wait for a season like his last one and a moment like 
this one: the puck in the net, your daughter in the stands, your future — 
your career, your life — suddenly laid out before you. Again. 

Never miss a Luke DeCock column. Sign up at tinyurl.com/lukeslatest to 
have them delivered directly to your email inbox as soon as they post. 
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Lightning win ugly, late against Ottawa Senators 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

5-6 minutes 02/11/2022 

 

TAMPA — There was a lot to digest from the Lightning’s 4-3 comeback 
win over the Ottawa Senators Tuesday night, so much that coach Jon 
Cooper half-joked he’d need some time to wrap his head around it. 

“I told the guys it’s gonna take me a full day to digest it, so you can just 
take the day off so I can digest what happened,” Cooper said. “It was a 
wild one, there’s no doubt about that.” 

The Lightning left Amalie Arena grateful to come away with two points 
but also frustrated with their play, especially on special teams. 

“Obviously, it’s nice to pull that one out and get two points,” said 
defenseman Mikhail Sergachev, who scored a goal and found Nikita 
Kucherov for the game-winner with 2:30 remaining. “I was excited at the 
end, but right now thinking about it, I wouldn’t say I’m embarrassed, but it 
was up there. I didn’t think we played well.” 

The Lightning had more than 16 minutes of power-play time and had 16 
scoring chances with the man-advantage. They logged 62 shot attempts 
on the night and outshot the Senators on goal, 34-15. 

But their mistakes were glaring, from a discombobulated five-minute 
power play that ended with former Lightning forward Mathieu Joseph 
scoring with Ottawa down two men; to a rare Andrei Vasilevskiy puck-
handling error that cost Tampa Bay a goal; to the final seconds, when 
Ottawa forward Brady Tkachuk had a potential game-tying goal on his 
stick on a breakaway after the Lightning couldn’t score on an empty net. 

“Really strange game,” said Lightning center Brayden Point, who sparked 
the Lightning comeback with a tying goal with 7:05 left in regulation. 
“Execution wasn’t there for a lot of it.” 

Trailing 3-2 in the third period, the Lightning channeled their frustration to 
pull out a win. Point’s goal might have been the best example. Streaking 
through the neutral zone, he took a touch pass from Kucherov at the blue 
line, picked up an extra gear, parted two Ottawa skaters and beat 
Senators goaltender Anton Forsberg under the right arm. Point went 
through the goal celebration line with no expression on his face. 

On the winner, Point took a puck from behind the net and got it to 
Sergachev, who faked a shot from the left circle and then found 
Kucherov across the ice for a tightly angled shot from the bottom of the 
right circle. 

“His shot was unbelievable,” Sergachev said. “I just rewatched it. He has 
such a tight angle. But that’s Kuch, though.” 

The Lightning failed to convert an empty-net goal in the final seconds, as 
Point couldn’t connect with Stamkos. Stamkos then made an ill-advised 
pass to the point that landed on Tkachuk’s stick, resulting in a breakaway 
opportunity that the Ottawa captain lifted high of the goal just before time 
expired. 

“We stuck with it,” Stamkos said. “We had a decision to make coming 
into the third. We could have just worked it over or, you know, ‘Let’s walk 
the walk right.’ You look at the guys who stepped up were the guys on 
the power play that felt that we needed to play a lot better, and we did. 

“But, obviously, a lot of things to work on.” 

With the game tied at 1 and the Lightning on a 5-on-3 power play for 
1:34, Kucherov had two passes picked off, leading to shorthanded 
breakaways. He recovered to disrupt Tyler Motte on the backcheck on 
the first, but Joseph — a top penalty-killing forward last season with 
Tampa Bay — raced away from a diving Stamkos and beat Vasilevskiy 
high on the blocker side. 

Vasilevskiy then made one of his best stops of the young season, 
keeping it a one-goal game after Alex Killorn committed a turnover in the 
Senators zone with the Lightning short-handed. Drake Batherson had an 
open net along the right post on a 2-on-none breakaway, but Vasilevskiy 
extended his left leg, blocking the shot with his pad just in front of the 
goal line. 

Killorn tied the game at 2 with 8:56 to play, but the excitement was short-
lived as Claude Giroux took advantage of Vasilevskiy’s bad pass from 
behind the net to put the Senators ahead just 40 seconds later. 

“Hockey’s a funny game that way,” Point said. “Sometimes, it’s just not 
going your way, you start gripping your stick a little harder trying to make 
harder plays and trying to force it, (and) it just snowballs from there. Vasy 
makes a big save on the 2-on-1 to keep us in it, and then in the third 
period, you know, we did a little better.” 

Lightning come from behind in an ugly win over Senators 

Another third-period comeback makes up for some poor special teams 
play from Tampa Bay. 
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Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman a game-time decision tonight 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

2-3 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

TAMPA — Defenseman Victor Hedman will be a game-time decision for 
tonight’s home game against Ottawa. 

“He’s definitely a little bit more sore than we anticipated,” Lightning coach 
Jon Cooper said. “So there’s a chance he’s got to sit this one out.” 

Hedman left the Lightning bench in the first period of the team’s road win 
over San Jose on Saturday, missing about 12 minutes, but returned later 
in the period and finished out the game. Hedman logged 18:51 of ice 
time, the least amount he’s had this season. 

He didn’t practice Monday and was a partial participant in the morning 
skate today. Defenseman Mikhail Sergachev skated for Hedman on the 
first power-play unit during, and defenseman Zach Bogosian, still wearing 
a red no-contact jersey while recovering from offseason shoulder 
surgery, skated with Erik Cernak on the first defensive pairing in some 
drills. 

The Bally Sports broadcast of Saturday’s game shows that Hedman took 
a hard hit in the corner of his own end from Sharks center Luke Kunin. 
Instead of covering the puck, goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy kept it live 
and swung it out to Hedman in the corner as two Sharks players 
converged on him. 

If Hedman can’t play against the Senators, Sergachev likely would move 
into the top defensive pairing on the left side along with Cernak and 
quarterback the team’s top power-play unit. Ian Cole likely would move 
up to join Nick Perbix on the second pairing and left-shot defenseman 
Haydn Fleury on the third pairing with Cal Foote. 
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Sabres center Dylan Cozens working to 'earn' respect when facing NHL's 
best 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

Dylan Cozens made a bad night worse for Detroit Red Wings goalie Alex 
Nedeljkovic with a shot the Buffalo Sabres center might not have taken 
earlier in his young NHL career. 

Cozens didn’t try to drive to the net when given room to skate down the 
right wing. He carried the puck into the faceoff circle and fired a quick 
wrister that Nedeljkovic couldn’t snare with his glove hand. 

The goal, Cozens’ fourth of the season and third in his last four games, 
helped the Sabres pull away for an 8-3 win Monday night in KeyBank 
Center and provided yet another example of his maturation into a 
dynamic offensive threat. 

“You saw the shot last night,” coach Don Granato said Tuesday. “He’s 
improved his skill, and he was skilled already.” 

Cozens’ evolution into a consistent, playmaking center required patience 
and harnessing his disgust for losing. When the Sabres were short on 
experienced centers last season, Granato chose to use Cozens against 
the other team’s top players. Some difficult lessons were learned along 
the way. He was trying to win faceoffs and puck battles against the best 
in the world. 

Gradually, Cozens began to have some success. Now stronger following 
a productive offseason, he’s taken another step toward becoming a 
consistent difference-maker with the puck and a pain in the neck to face 
when he’s defending. 

The next test on the schedule is one Cozens is already familiar with. 
When the Sabres face the Pittsburgh Penguins on Wednesday night, he 
will likely be lined up against future Hall of Famers Sidney Crosby or 
Evgeni Malkin. It wouldn’t be a surprise if Cozens takes the opening 
faceoff shortly after 7:30 p.m., with the game televised nationally on TNT. 

“The bigger the challenge, the more I want to step up to the plate,” he 
told The Buffalo News. “So, it's great to see that Don has trusted me 
against some top players in the league. That’s a big part of my game. I 
want to be able to be a guy that can go out and score but also be a guy 
that can shut down top lines at the same time.” 

Cozens faced off against Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin throughout the 
game Monday. And when the Penguins leave town, the Sabres’ next two 
opponents on the road have elite centermen, most notably Sebastian 
Aho in Carolina and Brayden Point in Tampa Bay. 

No matter the matchup early this season, Cozens has thrived. He has 
four goals and six points while averaging a career-high 17:12 of ice time 
over nine games. 

Cozens has been among the Sabres’ best players at 5-on-5, ranking 
second on the team in individual shot quality and shots on goal in those 
situations, according to NaturalStatTrick. He’s also first in on-ice shot 
differential and expected goals, both of which show that the club has 
controlled play with him on the ice. 

“He hates losing and the worst of that is getting scored on,” said Granato. 
“I think that when you match him up against other top players, they learn 
who he is too because he’s ultra-competitive and that’s a good thing. 
He’s progressing. He’s still young. 

"There’s so much information he’s taking in every game, every situation, 
every opponent, buildings, those sorts of things. It’s going to be a 
continual evolution for him, but I love putting him in those situations for 
those reasons. He’s a competitive guy.” 

Cozens has created the third-most high-danger scoring chances and he’s 
fifth in ice time among forwards. His transformation into a play-driving 
center began during the second half of last season. 

Though Cozens had only two goals over the final 37 games, he began to 
earn more quality scoring chances by attacking the middle of the ice. He 
also learned how to harness his elite speed, no longer skating into 
trouble and showing patience when trying to set up linemates in the 
offensive zone. 

“He’s getting more confident offensively and he’s learning when to use 
his speed and when to not use his speed,” captain Kyle Okposo said. 
“That’s a really good thing for young guys who can skate really well. 
Sometimes you have to slow down in order to make the right play and be 
in the right spot. He’s getting to the right spots at the right time and when 
he needs to turn on the burners, he can. Offensively, how strong he is on 
battles and how responsible he is, it’s been fun to watch.” 

Cozens has appeared in 129 games since debuting with the Sabres in 
January 2021, but last season was his first 82-game schedule with cross-
continental travel and matchups against the other 31 teams. The 
experience showed him what was needed to continue to improve. 

For a second consecutive summer, Cozens lived with Sabres 
defenseman Jacob Bryson in London, Ont., where they trained with 
numerous NHLers. They trained in the gym each day and skated four 
times each week. Every Friday was a scrimmage featuring players from 
around the league, including Boone Jenner, Lawson Crouse, Nick Suzuki 
and Jordan Kyrou. This occurred after Cozens’ statement performance at 
the IIHF World Championship, in which he tied for a tournament-best 
seven goals and took home a silver medal with Canada. 

The regimen has Cozens feeling stronger in puck battles and when 
taking draws. He’s won 48.9% of his faceoffs, including 12 of 20 against 
the Red Wings, and his work on the forecheck has allowed his line to 
thrive. 

“That’s part of any good player, how to make everyone around you 
better,” said Okposo. “That’s something that as a centerman, especially, 
it’s magnified because you’re responsible for getting your line in the 
game and it’s hard. If you have an off night as a centerman, a lot of times 
your linemates suffer because in this league there aren’t many wings that 
are huge play drivers. It’s a big responsibility for a young player, but he’s 
doing a great job with it, for sure.” 

Despite his age and relative lack of experience, Cozens is viewed as one 
of several prominent leaders in the Sabres’ dressing room. He backs it 
up on the ice with his fierce competitiveness, always willing to stick up for 
a teammate or push back when an opponent tries to take liberties with 
him or someone else. 

Cozens is far from a finished product. He wants to score more. And he 
wants centermen around the league, including the best, to loathe lining 
up against him. 

I want to earn that respect,” said Cozens. “I want guys to not want to play 
against me. I want to be able to shut them down and score against them, 
so they start to get frustrated.” 

Resting up 

Defenseman Rasmus Dahlin was absent from practice Tuesday for what 
Granato described as a "maintenance day." Dahlin leads the Sabres in 
average ice time per game (25:23) and points (tied-12).  

Ilya Lyubushkin remains out with a lower-body injury suffered in 
Edmonton and isn't expected to play against the Penguins. 
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Buffalo Sabres players Casey Mittelstadt, Casey Fitzgerald, Jacob 
Bryson and Jeremy Davies getting their hair cut to kick off Hockey Fights 
Cancer month. 

Lance Lysowski/Buffalo News 

Helping out 

Sabres players Casey Mittelstadt, Casey Fitzgerald, Jacob Bryson and 
Jeremy Davies had their hair cut after practice to raise awareness for 
cancer at the  start of Hockey Fights Cancer month. 

Patients from Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center were there to 
help clip their hair. Sabres forwards Jack Quinn, JJ Peterka and Peyton 
Krebs also took hold of the clippers to trim their teammates. 
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Struggling Maple Leafs rally around Mitch Marner and Sheldon Keefe 
after a disastrous road trip 

 

By Rosie DiManno Star Columnist 

Tue., Nov. 1, 2022 

 

In deep space, the Toronto Maple Leafs cosmos, where nobody can hear 
you scream — not the howls of an agitated fan base, not the flak from a 
meanie media cadre (as if) — everything is tranquil. 

The coach’s job isn’t on the line and there’s no internal putsch afoot. The 
general manager is sitting as pretty as one can without a contract 
extension but still enjoying a presumed commitment from the team 
president. And really, it scarcely seems feasible that, intertwined as they 
are, Sheldon Keefe could ever be sacked unless Kyle Dubas is sent 
packing as well. 

One does wonder, though, if the brass forced Keefe to walk back his mild 
criticism of the club’s performance before their disastrous road trip. 
Certainly the bench boss wasn’t, after Tuesday’s spirited practice, 
qualifying or quantifying his itsy-bitsy punitive measure against Mitch 
Marner during Sunday’s third-period collapse in Anaheim – nailed to the 
pine for a whole shift following a brain-cramp play that led to a goal, and 
his petulant hissy face afterwards, smashing his stick against the wall 
down the corridor. 

But I’d say Keefe needs all his buddies right now and the allegiance of 
his players. Of course it’s not primarily the coach’s fault that the team has 
a ho-hum 4-4-2 record, leaving a clutch of points unclaimed against 
bottom-feeder opponents. This is a team unrecognizable from what was 
advertised — an outfit that would challenge for the Stanley Cup, once 
they get past a first-round hump that has plagued them for six years. 

That the roster has so many debilities, from a shabby D corps that can’t 
orchestrate a clean break out of their zone, to star forwards click-less, to 
bargain-basement plug-ins among the bottom-six, to fingers-crossed 
between the goal posts, well, that’s all on Dubas. 

And perhaps the panic (outside the dressing room) will subside if the 
Leafs put the boots to Philadelphia at Scotiabank Arena Wednesday 
evening or acquit themselves decently over the next stretch of 10 games 
— only two on the road. That still wouldn’t make everybody unsee what’s 
been witnessed thus far — a team scuffling badly in every aspect of their 
game. Were that to continue, a jolt to the senses would surely be 
necessary — whether via a shake-up in command or a trade to knock 
your socks off. 

Neither strikes me as palatable, to be honest, one-tenth into the 
schedule. It’s decidedly not early, though. This doesn’t look like 
protracted hiccups, which will disappear with a tall cool glass of water; it 
looks like a trend. It looks like players who should know better and should 
be executing better, particularly the marquee cast. It looks like players 
who are unengaged and too often emotionally flat, with whom 
management has taken a hands-off attitude because doing otherwise 
would belie the entire approach of this franchise under Brendan 
Shanahan, an admission of failure that has been allowed to fester for far 
too long. 

Which is why Keefe’s modest chastening of Marner on the weekend was 
a risky gambit. 

Keefe can’t afford to lose Marner the way his predecessor did. We all 
know who won that battle of wills. Even so decorated a bench boss as 
Mike Babcock didn’t stand a chance, in a match of hammers wielded. 
The rest of the roster had likewise grown weary of Babcock’s haranguing 
and calling out to his reporter audience. That’s the tricky road Keefe has 
to navigate, keeping his hotshots onside whilst striving to impose 
discipline and fundamental hockey smarts on a bunch of guys who 
routinely play as if they know better and you’re-not-the-boss-of-me. 

Marner is driven by passion and it’s hard to argue with someone who 
racked up 97 points last season, who’s averaging 23 minutes a night. 
Tough love might be counterintuitive in correction of errors and 
inducement of motivation. There’s no evidence Marner lacks for 
incentive. 

Sheldon Keefe can’t afford to lose Mitch Marner the way former head 
coach Mike Babcock did, Rosie DiManno writes. 

“I’m not going to change my game because of a couple of mistakes,” 
Marner said Tuesday. “Just make sure I’m more locked in and dialed in, 
in those situations.” 

Sure, except right now the message has been going to voicemail. 

Also, blocked on social media, to keep out the noise, he said. “I’ve 
deleted social media. I’ve found it’s a poisonous thing. It gets in your 
mind too much.” 

He’s aware of the frustration out there in Leaf Nation. His dad is certainly 
aware, as Marner indicated in a revealing aside. “But he knows not to tell 
me anything because I don’t care to hear it. I just hang up.” 

Is Keefe getting a busy signal too? Was that gentle kick in the arse on 
Sunday worth it? But what else is a coach to do when his only genuine 
tool is allocating ice time and management has clearly been more 
inclined to appease its luminaries. 

“I take a lot of accountability of myself,” Marner insisted. “You’ve got to 
show that every player’s accountable, regardless. I’ve got no problem 
with that at all.” 

All players made available post-practice professed support for Keefe. I’ve 
no way of deducing its sincerity. Each refuted the notion that they’re 
playing for the coach’s job at this taut juncture. 

“We don’t really look at anything as what-ifs or just those scenarios,” said 
the captain, John Tavares. “We think that … Sheldon is a great coach.” 

Tavares on the Marner mini-benching: “We’ve all been through it at times 
and understand the microscope you can be under. But I think we’ve all 
got his back. We know what a special player he is, how important he is to 
this team, the continued maturity and growth of him on and off the ice as 
a leader.” 

Yet again, however, it’s Keefe who has been put on the defensive. 

“As a coach you make a lot decisions as you go through the game,” he 
said, casting his mind back to Sunday. “Sometimes you’re trying to send 
a message to the player, sometimes you’re trying to send a message to 
the entire team … It’s not the first time for Mitch and really not a big 
deal.” 
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A more attenuated response to the whole Keefe kerfuffle came from 
Auston Matthews. 

“It’s easy to call plenty of things out within our game, details and stuff. 
But I think the message on Sunday was pretty clear … His message 
today was not a negative one but also not a positive one. Just let’s pick 
each other up here, push forward, move through this adversity.” 

Asked point-blank if the Leafs were playing for Keefe’s job at this 
moment, Matthews sidestepped the question as he beat a hasty retreat 
to the players’ inner sanctum. 

“Whatever.” 
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How Nicklas Lidström answered hockey idol Börje Salming’s call for help 
in ALS fight 

 

By Chris Johnson NorthStar Bets 

Tue., Nov. 1, 2022 

 

The cheer echoed so loudly through Maple Leaf Gardens that it helped 
plant a dream more than 6,000 kilometres away. 

Börje Salming was wearing his country’s yellow and blue when he 
received a standing ovation lasting longer than any given to a member of 
the host nation during the 1976 Canada Cup — an occurrence so 
unlikely it almost seemed impossible to believe back home in Sweden. 

That’s when Nicklas Lidström first came to learn of a man he would one 
day follow into the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

“I remember my dad telling me when Börje got the standing ovation at 
the old Maple Leaf Gardens there and it wouldn’t stop. I was six at the 
time,” Lidström said in an interview over the weekend. 

“That’s when he became my idol, my boyhood hero.” 

In the ensuing years, the seven-time Norris Trophy winner would come to 
know Salming as an opponent, a mentor, a teammate and ultimately a 
friend. 

And with the former Maple Leafs star now battling Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
or ALS, Lidström is taking the opportunity to give back to a man he 
believes paved the way for all European players in the NHL. 

Last week, Lidström joined the board of the newly created Börje Salming 
Foundation, a not-for-profit launched by the Salming family to raise funds 
for ALS research, with a goal also of establishing a family centre to 
provide resources for those caring for a loved one with the disease. 

Consider it a pebble of hope laid down under extremely difficult 
circumstances. Salming’s ALS diagnosis arrived over the summer and 
he’s already lost the ability to speak entirely. When Lidström visited his 
idol’s Stockholm apartment last Wednesday, they communicated with the 
help of pen and paper. 

Hockey Hall of Famers Nicklas Lidström and Börje Salming lined up on 
opposite sides of the Centennial Classic alumni game at BMO Field in 
2016. When Lidström visited Salming’s Stockholm apartment last 
Wednesday, they communicated with the help of pen and paper, with 
Salming now battling Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

“You can see in his eyes if he’s happy or if he’s sad,” said Lidström. “It 
was just nice to get a chance to see him and meet him in person again.” 

The invitation to join the foundation’s board came out of a text he’d sent 
after the Leafs publicly announced Salming’s ALS diagnosis on Aug. 10. 
Lidström was “shocked and in disbelief” over the news and simply 
wanted to send his best wishes. 

He’d gotten to know Salming on a deeper level after moving back to 
Sweden following the end of his own spectacular playing career with the 
Detroit Red Wings in 2012. 

“I view him as a great hockey player, but after I was done playing I’ve 
had a chance to meet him more often and you see what a kind and 
gentle and caring person he is,” said Lidström. “I wanted to help out in 
any way I could when he reached out to ask if I could be part of this.” 

Salming was the kind of idol worth meeting. Lidström first crossed paths 
with the legend during the 1990 season when they faced each other in 
the Swedish Elite League, and then got the thrill of a lifetime by 
becoming teammates on Tre Kronor’s entry at the 1991 Canada Cup. 

Lidstrom was 21 at the time, while Salming was 40. 

And they played together. 

“I was really shy when I first met him at that training camp,” Lidström 
recalled. “Then when we were paired together I almost felt obligated to 
get him the puck all the time. He made me feel real comfortable and 
confident by telling me, ‘You’re going to be part of the offence, I’m going 
to stay back and take care of the defence. You can join the rush, you can 
do whatever you do offensively, because I’m going to back you up any 
time we’re out there.’” 

One of the lasting memories Lidström carries from the event is making 
the short walk from the team hotel to Maple Leaf Gardens for practice 
and disrupting traffic. The appreciation that would ultimately see 
Salming’s No. 21 retired by the Leafs and a statue of him placed in 
Legends Row was on full display that fall. 

“We didn’t know at the time that people would stop in the streets,” said 
Lidström. “They would get out of the car and yell ‘There’s Börje! Hi Börje!’ 

“We heard he was big, but we didn’t realize he was that big in Toronto.” 

He has a theory about what made Salming so popular: “He was a team 
player. I played with him and against him when he was 40 or 41 and he 
would block shots, lay down, sacrifice his body and it was all for the team 
all the time. He would give it all.” 

At Salming’s ultimate time of need, it is time for the hockey community to 
return the favour. 

There will no doubt be considerable focus on his condition and his 
foundation during Hockey Hall of Fame induction week from Nov. 11 to 
14. The latest class includes three Swedes — Henrik Sedin, Daniel Sedin 
and Daniel Alfredsson — bringing the total number of players honoured 
from that country from four to seven. 

They, like many others, owe a debt of gratitude to Salming. 

“Börje has meant so much for not only Swedish players, but European 
players,” said Lidström. “The way he conducted himself, the way he was 
kind of a pioneer, the way he came over from Europe to play in the early 
’70s when there were not many Europeans. 

“It was really tough, but he fought through it and he became a star over 
there and really made it in the NHL. He paved the way.” 
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Maple Leafs' Mitch Marner shrugs off brief benching, any criticism that 
comes on social media 
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He didn’t give a shift. 

That’s how Maple Leafs winger Mitch Marner looked, in hindsight, at his 
one-shift benching in Anaheim against the Ducks on Sunday. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe had Marner briefly ride the pine in the third period 
of the Leafs’ eventual 4-3 overtime loss against the Ducks, a slap on the 
wrist that came after a couple of costly Marner turnovers.  

“I take a lot of accountability in myself and (Keefe) does with everyone 
here in this locker room,” Marner said. “It doesn’t matter who you are. 
You have to show that every player is accountable, regardless.  

“I got no problem with that at all. I got the opportunity to go back out there 
and finish a couple of shifts and almost finish that game in overtime. You 
have to take accountability and you have to put it on yourself.” 

Keefe shrugged off his choice to sit Marner.  

“As a coach, you make a lot of decisions as you go through the game 
and sometimes you are trying to send a message to the players, 
sometimes you are trying to send a message to the entire team,” Keefe 
said. “Each situation is different. I was already looking for a way to get 
Denis Malgin an extra shift, and that was an easy way to let Mitch have 
time to process things, knowing full well you are going to get him right 
back to it.  

“These decisions are made all the time with a lot of our players. Not the 
first time for Mitch and not really not a big deal.” 

Marner also at one point left the bench to smash his stick out of 
frustration. That didn’t stick in Keefe’s craw, though some might have 
seen it as a lack of respect. 

“Guys have to have outlets and do what they need to do as they are 
working through things,” Keefe said. “We need our guys ready when the 
game begins. Mitch was and I have no issues with that.” 

The line of questioning during Marner’s media availability got around to 
the reaction that the struggling Leafs, and the play of him individually, 
has been getting on social media as the team has lost four games in a 
row. 

“I have said this for multiple years — I don’t really have (social media),” 
Marner said. “I just found it’s a poisonous thing, it gets in your mind a 
little too much. 

“Since I have got off that, it has been great. It has been refreshing for me 
and my mindset.” 

Still, does Marner have to ward off messages from family and friends 
about what is said about him publicly? 

“None of us really read it,” Marner said. “I’m sure my father (Paul) does, 
but he knows not to tell me about anything because I don’t care to hear it. 
I just hang up.” 

HOLMBERG’S SHOT 

Pontus Holmberg, you’re up. 

As the Leafs go about trying to solve the mystery that is their bottom-six 
group of forwards, Holmberg is the next to try to make himself part of the 
solution. 

After he was called up from the Toronto Marlies on Tuesday, the 23-year-
old Holmberg practised between Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok on 
the Leafs’ third line. Barring something unforeseen, Holmberg, a sixth-
round pick by the Leafs in 2018, will make his National Hockey League 
debut against the Philadelphia Flyers on Wednesday.  

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Holmberg had a solid camp with the Leafs, and though he recorded just 
two assists in seven games with the Marlies, his well-rounded impact 
earned him a promotion. 

“We liked the idea of having a natural centre coming in and he had a 
really good camp for us,” Keefe said. “We liked a lot of things about him 
and he has gone down to the Marlies and all reports are that he has been 
excellent for them. 

“He’s not a guy who scores at a high rate, but he does a lot of really good 
things that contribute to winning, so we’re happy to have him.” 

During the Leafs’ recent five-game trip, Jarnkrok and winger William 
Nylander were used at centre.  

Extra forwards at practice on Tuesday were Nick Robertson and Nicolas 
Aube-Kubel.  

On the fourth line, David Kampf was between Zach Aston-Reese and 
Denis Malgin.  

LOOSE LEAFS 

Goalie Matt Murray, who suffered an adductor injury at the morning skate 
on Oct. 15 and was placed on longterm injured reserve, was on the ice 
before practice. “He’s progressing well,” Keefe said. “Today was the day 
that was scheduled (for Murray to get on the ice), so he has met and 
stayed on that schedule. From that end of it, I think he is doing well. He 
will continue his process. I think he is still quite a ways away (before 
returning).” … One positive for the Leafs has been the play of goalie Ilya 
Samsonov, who is expected to start against the Flyers. Samsonov’s 
steadiness has improved his odds in the Vezina Trophy race (as long as 
they still might be). After starting the season at 100/1 at BetOnline.ag, 
Samsonov has been moved up to 33/1 odds to win the Vezina. In nine 
career games against the Flyers, Samsonov is 7-1-0 with a .919 save 
percentage and a 2.33 goals-against average.  
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LEAFS NEED TEAMWORK: Simmons: “I think there’s a realistic view... 
this team’s not good enough” 

 

Staff Report 

Postmedia News 

4-5 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

LEAFS NEED TEAMWORK: Simmons: “I think there’s a realistic view... 
this team’s not good enough”   

Toronto Maple Leafs during practice at the Ford Performance Centre the 
Etobicoke area of Toronto on Tuesday November 1, 2022. Ernest 
Doroszuk/Toronto Sun/Postmedia 

WATCH BELOW as Toronto Sun hockey writers Steven Simmons and 
Terry Koshan report from Toronto Maple Leafs practice in Etobicoke. 
Simmons talks about how the Leafs have to play as a team, not a bunch 
of individuals.  
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For underachieving Maple Leafs, improving on simple fundamentals is 
the modest goal 

 

Terry Koshan 

8-10 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

A turning of the page and back to the basics. 

There was no choice for the Maple Leafs at practice on Tuesday on the 
first day of November, as they won’t look back fondly on the month of 
October for reasons that are almost too lengthy to list.  

Almost.  

Failure to execute, bad decisions and lethargy at times were hallmarks of 
the Leafs through their first 10 games of the 2022-23 regular season, 
resulting in a 4-4-2 record that, even though it was middling at best, 
might not have been deserved. 

“When you talk about our start and our results we had, the points we 
have been able to accumulate to this point probably are even more than 
what I would expect based on how we have played, frankly,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said after the team worked out at the Ford Performance 
Centre. “That speaks to the ability and talent we have as a group (and 
what has been missing).  

“My focus solely is to get our team to play better. An area we can 
improve on the most is how connected we are and how we execute as a 
group coming out of our zone and getting through the neutral zone and 
then getting on the attack.” 

So during practice, the Leafs didn’t stray from the obvious. 

“There is a lot of fundamentals we are not executing at a high level,” 
Keefe said. “Some of the things that we expect to be really good in, as 
simple as breaking out and being available for one another and being 
responsible for your touch and your pass, that was the emphasis, to be 
good in that area.” 

That the Leafs probably weren’t deserving of their mediocre 10 points in 
10 games says something about a group that seems to think it will be 
able to work its way out of this just because it has done so before. It 
happened to start last season, but instead of growing from what mostly 
was strong play for the remainder of 2021-22, the Leafs find themselves 
in about the same position as they were a year ago.  

Next up are the Philadelphia Flyers at Scotiabank Arena on Wednesday 
night, a game that kicks off a stretch that will have the Leafs playing eight 
of their next 10 at home. Perhaps the Leafs will be able to take 
advantage of a Flyers team that played in New York against the Rangers 
on Tuesday; perhaps the Leafs won’t have figured it out after one 
practice and wind up losing for the fifth game in a row.  

For a group that likes to think of itself as a legitimate Stanley Cup 
contender (it’s not, certainly by most measures outside of the 
organization), the Leafs have a weird way of going about their business.  

If one had suggested a few weeks ago that the Leafs would have won 
just four of their first 10 games while losing to such lousy outfits as 
Arizona, San Jose and Anaheim, the first thought might have been that 
general manager Kyle Dubas’ goaltending plans already had fizzled out. 

True, while Matt Murray has been hurt and is recovering from an 
adductor injury, Ilya Samsonov mostly has sparkled, posting a 4-2 record 
with a .920 save percentage. Erik Kallgren has not been good in a 
backup role, but the Leafs’ stumbles have not been about goaltending.  

There are troubles on the blue line, and to that end, Victor Mete will get a 
shot with Morgan Rielly. The struggling Justin Holl remains with the 
steady TJ Brodie, and Rasmus Sandin is back with Mark Giordano.  

Up front, Pontus Holmberg was summoned from the Toronto Marlies, 
with Wayne Simmonds going to the minors, and Holmberg will be the 
third-line centre between Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok.  

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

The core has to lead the Leafs out of their malaise, though a win against 
Philadelphia wouldn’t solve all the problems at once. It would have to be 
a start of something bigger, never mind that the surprising Boston Bruins 
will be the Leafs’ next opponent on Saturday. 

“We’re frustrated too,” Auston Matthews said, referring to the growing 
concern in Leafs Nation. “It’s not a one-way street. We want to be better. 
We want to win games and play to our capabilities. We expect better 
from each other.” 

Keefe said his message to the players was straightforward. 

“It’s nice to be home,” Keefe said. “The calendar turns to November, we 
have a fresh opportunity to get back on home ice. Let’s get to work.” 

The Leafs don’t have a choice.  
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Maple Leafs concentrating on getting back into win column, not on 
Keefe's job future 

 

Terry Koshan 

5-6 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

If the Maple Leafs feel like they’re playing for coach Sheldon Keefe’s job, 
they’re not letting on. 

“We’re out there trying to win games,” defenceman Morgan Rielly said. 
“That’s all we’re thinking about.” 

And this from captain John Tavares: “We don’t really look at anything in 
‘What ifs’ or those scenarios. You come to the rink looking to get better, 
as does the coaching staff, working together and getting ready for 
(Wednesday’s game against the Philadelphia Flyers). I know we’re all 
really lucky and think Sheldon is a great coach.” 

While the seat under Keefe grows hotter, there doesn’t seem to be much 
internal appetite in the Leafs organization for a coaching change. Then 
again, general manager Kyle Dubas kept himself in silent mode from 
media on Tuesday, a day that might have called for public affirmation of 
his confidence in the man he promoted from the Toronto Marlies not 
quite three years ago. 

“The only thing I feel about it is I have a job to do with the team,” Keefe 
said in reference to facing some of the blame for the Leafs’ start. “My 
focus is on our team and playing better as a group and getting prepared 
for the Flyers.” 
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SIMMONS: Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas stays silent in the midst of a 
crisis 
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Steve Simmons 

9-11 minutes 02/11/2022 

 

General manager Kyle Dubas needs to speak up about the state of his 
Maple Leafs. 

They stood along the railing at the Ford Performance Centre — president 
Brendan Shanahan, beside general manager Kyle Dubas, beside special 
assistant Jason Spezza, beside assistant GM and money man Brandon 
Pridham — all the important eyes of the Maple Leafs front office, 
watching yet another practice on a Tuesday afternoon. 

But of the thousands they’ve seen in the past, this one felt just a little 
different, looked a little different. Desperation can do that for you with 
more management and more media watching the Maple Leafs than are 
usually found here most Tuesdays. 

This is what happens in Toronto when the hockey club goes off the rails 
in the early season. This is normally the time when a general manager, 
understanding the crisis, interpreting the pressure on his players and his 
chosen coach, grabs a microphone and takes some of the heat off his 
high-priced help and the rest of his underperforming team. 

Dubas hasn’t completely grasped that part of the job. Alex Anthopoulos, 
now one of the great general managers in sport, any sport, has a theory: 
Be invisible when you’re team is winning. Be front and centre and 
available when all is falling apart. 

Dubas was front on the rails, just not centre yesterday. He didn’t choose 
to take any heat off his coach, Sheldon Keefe, who is clearly feeling the 
pressure. He didn’t choose to talk about his roster like a loving parent, 
the way he usually likes to discuss his talent. He said nothing. 

Which was his choice. Even if it’s the wrong choice. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

Say this much for Keefe: He is honest with the media and honest with his 
players. He is gruff when the team isn’t playing well and isn’t afraid to 
tear into players if need be. And he stands in and faces the music, which 
not every coach does in every circumstance, especially as his players 
are being asked about the coach’s future one after the another. 

Keefe said — and not matter of factly — that the Leafs record of 4-4-2 is 
better than the way in which they have played to date. They got overtime 
points in San Jose and Anaheim they probably didn’t deserve. They 
haven’t won a game of any kind since Winnipeg two Saturdays back. 
There is so much talent here and so much doubt — and a giant 
disconnect between offence and defence — it is hard to know which way 
the Leafs are headed. 

Dubas should have faced what Mitch Marner called “the piranhas” 
yesterday and the truth is, most of us don’t bite. He could have taken up 
some space in newspapers and some time from radio and television. 
That’s what Anthopoulos would have done. That’s what Cliff Fletcher 
would have done in his day. When you’ve been around long enough you 
come to understand what it is about running interference for your team, 
doesn’t matter the sport. The process is the same. Even the questions 
and answers, often, are the same. 

Doug Armstrong understands this. He’s the general manager of the St. 
Louis Blues, a team off to a terrible start to the season, playing worse 
hockey than the Leafs. Yesterday, Armstrong put himself in front of the 
crowd in St. Louis and answered questions about the rather deplorable 
state of the Blues. He talked about his team’s lack of compete, at both 
ends of the rink. He talked about how easily his team gets frustrated. He 
talks about the players not believing this is happening to them. 

“The guys tell me how close the group is off the ice,” said Armstrong. 
“And that’s reassuring. But it has to be way closer on the ice. They have 
to want to play for each other.” 

Armstrong was talking about the 3-5 Blues. He could have been talking 
about the Leafs. An independent hockey voice, a keen observer of the 
NHL, was asked about the Leafs the other day. He called their play 
selfish and disinterested. He said instead of playing for the team, they’re 
playing for themselves. He called individual player performance terribly 
disappointing. 

This is Dubas’ team. These are his players. This is his coach. This is his 
chosen style of play gone awry. Not only should he be answering for his 
coach right now, he should be answering for himself and his roster. And 
publicly challenging the players to be better. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

St. Louis won the Stanley Cup in 2019 and the Blues will always have 
that to celebrate. But before that victory and after the celebration, they 
have pretty much been the Leafs. In the past six seasons, other than the 
Stanley Cup year, they’ve played in six playoff rounds. Basically one a 
year. 

The Leafs worked hard Tuesday afternoon on fundamentals, so much of 
the practice focussing on moving the puck from defence to offence. The 
concept sounds rather basic, but the execution has been a struggle. The 
not-so-new NHL game is all about puck movement. The outlet pass. The 
side-to-side pass. The widening of play in the offensive zone. 

Auston Matthews has three goals and five assists in 10 games. It sounds 
bad on paper until you look it up and see that he had five goals and three 
assists in the first 10 games he played in his Hart Trophy season a year 
ago. There is reason to still believe in him and in this Leafs team — all 
they have to do is show it. 

And listen to their general manager. Assuming he talks to them more 
than he talks to the rest of us. 

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe said the trip back from Anaheim 
would have been much better had Toronto picked up the OT win on 
Sunday night.  
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Luszczyszyn: Maple Leafs’ slow start creating further divide between 
reason and passion 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

8-10 minutes 02/11/2022 

 

The term “rational fan” is an oxymoron. It’s two extremes working in 
harmony to describe the experience of cheering for your favourite team: 
the logical side and the emotional side. It’s having a visceral reaction to a 
win or loss while also understanding that one game is part of a longer 
journey filled with ups and downs, peaks and valleys. 

That’s how it should be anyway, but in Leafs Land that’s becoming 
almost impossible as the two factions of fandom continue to move further 
away from each other with each passing year. The Leafs have driven 
their fan base into madness, creating a polarizing effect between the 
robots and the zealots. It’s okay to have a passionate reaction to one 
game (or several) and it’s okay to pause and take the long view during a 
slump — these two ideologies should not be mutually exclusive.  

More and more it feels like one game is either meaningless or the end of 
the world in Toronto.  

“This is an elite team, it’ll all work out just fine” is far too flippant for how 
pathetic the Leafs have looked through 10 games, a long-standing 
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pattern for a team prone to spells of lethargy and playing down to 
opponents.  

“The sky is falling, fire everybody, trade a core piece” is far too 
reactionary for a team that has a much longer history of being something 
much more than it has been through the first 10 games of the season. 

The Leafs have all the pieces to be an elite team and the answer to their 
problems is within their own locker room. But this 10-game start is still 
beyond unacceptable for a team with higher aspirations than playing just 
five-to-seven playoff games for the seventh year in a row. It’s OK to be 
sensible about where this team should be and it’s also OK to be furious 
that the Leafs are playing nowhere close to the level they should be. 

That dichotomy between reason and passion comes from heightened 
expectations, something the rise of analytics in mainstream thinking has 
enhanced — for better or worse. 

Going into a season — and at any point during a season — we 
collectively have a much better understanding of how good a team 
should be on paper. Ten years ago, 20 years ago, 30 years ago … that 
answer wasn’t nearly as cut and dry. Projections can and will still be very 
wrong for some teams once a season plays out. That’s the nature of 
sport and why they, ya know, actually play the games. But with all the 
information we have available at the time, those projections are stronger 
now than they ever have been before. They’re a way to create and 
manage expectations in order to not set up a fan base for 
disappointment.  

That’s how we get to extremes. There are those who know how good this 
team should be who preach the “everything will be fine” mentality — even 
when it’s clearly not at the moment. There are those who know how good 
the team should be who have a meltdown anytime they have a stretch 
that doesn’t resemble that — even when all good teams go through those 
stretches.  

Those stretches are more noticeable at the start, but the Leafs aren’t the 
only contenders that have gotten off on the wrong foot this season. Last 
year’s Stanley Cup finalists are just 4-4-1 (Colorado) and 5-4-0 (Tampa 
Bay). Then there are other strong teams like Minnesota (4-4-1), 
Pittsburgh (4-4-1) and St. Louis (3-4-0) that have struggled out of the 
gate. There’s a middle ground between Zen and panic that other fan 
bases seem to capture better than Toronto does — but maybe that’s just 
because everything is much louder in Toronto.  

For one side of the extreme, the louder one at the moment, the Leafs’ 
long history of constantly disappointing its fan base can’t be ignored. To 
that side, it isn’t one game, or five games, or 10 games — it’s years of 
similar issues that won’t go away. It’s not playing a full 60 minutes, it’s 
complacency with a lead, it’s costly turnovers, it’s playing down to 
opponents, it’s a seemingly low “give-a-sh-t” meter. Most of all, it’s 
understandable. Toronto, right now, deserves all the heat it’s getting from 
its most ardent supporters.  

For the other extreme, the quieter one, the Leafs’ recent history of being 
an elite team also can’t be ignored. There’s a reason that oddsmakers 
had them as the second most likely team to win the Stanley Cup to start 
the season and still have them within the top five at this very moment. 
There’s a reason a large majority of models were extremely high on the 
team with one controversially calling Toronto the team to beat this 
season. Over the prior two seasons, the Leafs were fourth in points and 
have been a dominant team in all situations. They have superstar players 
who have a lot more to give, a blue line that should be performing much 
better, and depth players who haven’t found their rhythm yet. That the 
one problem the Leafs were expected to have, goaltending, hasn’t been 
a huge issue is part of the reason to believe in a turnaround. We know 
what the skaters on this team are capable of, even if it’s been frustrating 
waiting for that version to show up. 

The biggest thing about the Leafs’ tepid start is that it isn’t new — and 
that means choosing your own adventure on the situation depending on 
which side of the extreme you lean toward. 

Last year’s team got off to a similarly sluggish start through the first 10 
games of the season with numbers that aren’t quite far off where the 
Leafs currently are. One extra win in overtime and Toronto has the same 
record. This year’s version is finishing less and giving up more chances 
against leading to worse numbers at five-on-five, but this early in the 
season the differences aren’t large. As for special teams, the underlying 
numbers are nearly identical with luck being switched between power 
play and penalty kill to start the year. 

Depending on whether you lead toward reason or fervour, there are two 
equally valid ways to look at that. 

On the one hand, there’s a similar team that has been through this before 
and turned their season around handily soon after — one that started 
finishing their chances more, limiting chances the other way, and finding 
success on the power play. Last year, the Leafs went 49-17-6 with a 
plus-64 goal differential over their final 72 games with a 56 percent 
expected goals rate and a high-end power play and penalty kill. That’s 
the team many expected this year and 10 games isn’t really enough to 
suggest that team is dead and gone and buried.  

On the other hand, for an elite team with a lot to prove this year it’s 
embarrassing that the same issues keep popping up over and over 
again. That the Leafs are going through yet another sluggish start after 
doing so just last season is another one to add to what is becoming a 
lengthy list. It’s a testament to problems with the team that go beyond the 
talent on paper. No one is denying this Leafs team isn’t a very skilled 
group that can probably turn it around, but questions regarding the 
winning je ne sais quoi that other contenders have and this particular 
team seems to lack are never-ending. And they won’t go away until the 
Leafs give people a reason for it. Right now, they’re only adding to it. 

The Leafs look awful to start the season, an unexpectedly expected 
beginning to a season for a team that commands respect for the talent 
it’s amassed, but routinely loses it with apathetic stretches of something 
far less than the sum of its parts. All teams go through those stretches 
though and there are many others this year that are also going through it. 
The main difference is the noise around Toronto is always much louder 
where the scrutiny, even when things are going well, is constant.  

The Leafs will likely be fine, but that’s in the future. While that doesn’t 
mean firing or trading someone for the sake of it, it doesn’t mean being 
happy about the present either.  

The answers to Toronto’s problems are in the room. It’s on them to figure 
out how to get this team back on track and restore a sense of harmony in 
the fan base. Otherwise, the dichotomy between “rational” and “fanatical” 
will only get wider. 
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Maple Leafs return home with ‘blood in the water’ and ‘lots of hockey left 
to play’ 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

6-8 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

As the Toronto Maple Leafs returned to the ice following a chaotic 
Western road trip, they had still not yet been mathematically eliminated 
from playoff contention. It only vaguely felt that way, through the media 
— both legacy and digital — and in the air that hung over Ford 
Performance Centre. 

All across the city, from mainstream commentators to tributary accounts 
on social media, hockey talk had already reached grim levels usually 
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reserved for spring. On one radio station, the head coach was prescribed 
five games to save his job. On another, it was suggested the team 
change its goal song and adopt a new playlist as part of a game night 
cleanse inside Scotiabank Arena. 

It reached the point, after the Leafs dropped four of five games, where 
even Dart Guy felt compelled to reaffirm his commitment. “Being a 
(Maple Leafs) fan can be like a kick in the cojones sometimes,” he wrote 
on Twitter. “But … I bleed blue & white.” 

“It takes a certain personality to be able to shrug it off, because it’s a lot,” 
former Leafs goaltender Andrew Raycroft told Sportsnet Radio The Fan 
590. “It does wear on you.” 

The Leafs are 4-4-2 through their first 10 games, sitting 13th in the 
Eastern Conference entering Tuesday’s play. They were only sitting 
above three teams, which was a problem. More than two dozen 
journalists streamed through the dressing room doors when they opened 
after practice on Tuesday. 

“We’ve tripled up,” one player said from their stall. 

“Blood in the water,” said another. 

“The piranhas are here.” 

Leafs forward Mitch Marner said he does not pay attention to the news 
around the team. He prefers to watch Twitch — “It’s guys playing video 
games” — while playing the occasional video game himself, or watching 
Netflix. 

“None of us really kind of read it,” he said. “I’m sure my father does, but 
he knows not to tell me about anything because I don’t care to hear it, 
and I just hang up.” 

Even with that self-imposed blackout, Marner still had a sense of the 
general mood: “I can definitely see — and feel, from others — the 
frustration from the fan base. 

“But you get it. I mean, we’re a team that has a lot of expectations for 
ourselves.” 

Elements of the top line are not producing as expected. The blue line is 
limping along without Jake Muzzin, already lost to injury. Goaltender Matt 
Murray skated alone before practice on Tuesday but is not scheduled to 
return from injury any time soon. 

Toronto recalled forward Pontus Holmberg from the Marlies (loaning 
Wayne Simmonds out to its AHL team), but that is the extent of the help 
headed to the lineup ahead of Wednesday’s home game against the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

The notion of playing time became part of the narrative on Tuesday, after 
Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe sat Marner for a shift during Sunday night’s 
loss in Anaheim. Keefe, for his part, said the decision was made in part 
because he wanted to find an extra shift or two for Denis Malgin: “And 
that was an easy way to let Mitch have some time to kind of process 
things, knowing full well we’re going to get right back to him,” Keefe said. 

Several players were asked if it felt like they were playing for their 
coach’s job. 

“We’re out there trying to win games,” said defenceman Morgan Rielly. 
“That’s all we’re thinking about.” 

Speaking on The Fan, former Leafs forward Nick Kypreos said he 
thought Keefe had “five games to save his job” behind the bench. Unless 
the Leafs change their style of play — or unless the big-name forwards 
go on a tear — he forecast a change following the game against 
Pittsburgh next Friday. 

On TSN 1050, former Leafs defenceman Carlo Colaiacovo wondered 
how reasonable it might be to assume the team could rebound simply 
because it had done so last season. (After a four-game winless run last 
October, the team went 12-2 in November en route to its best regular 
season in history.) 

“I’m not saying that Auston Matthews is going to fall off the rails,” he told 
his audience on Tuesday. “But why do people automatically assume that 
things have to happen with the Maple Leafs because they’ve done it in 
the past? Sometimes, good things come to an end.” 

Colaiacovo also wondered if the team might not benefit from a new 
playlist: “Bring in an (electronic) DJ, hand out glow sticks and just get the 
place rocking. Seriously.” 

Steve (Dangle) Glynn, a co-host on his eponymous podcast, has also 
adopted a fatalist stance. 

“This group? It’s done, it’s over,” he told his listeners. “That’s why I have 
a sense of peace.” 

“I think we’re frustrated, too,” Matthews said after practice on Tuesday. 
“Obviously, we want to be better. We want to win games and play to our 
capabilities.” 

“You do whatever you can,” said Rielly. “You’ve got to look at yourself in 
the mirror first, and then you’ve got to come to work every day and be a 
good teammate — be a leader and perform.” 

Raycroft, who once held a share of Toronto’s franchise record for most 
wins in a single season (37), said playing for the Leafs is different than it 
would be in most other markets. In Boston, where he is part of the NESN 
broadcast universe, the Patriots and Red Sox can take turns atop the 
news cycle. 

That is not, he said, the case in Toronto. Raycroft said he can still 
remember picking up a newspaper after beating the New York Rangers 
9-2 on a Saturday night during the 2006-07 season and reading about 
how one of the goals he surrendered — off 13 shots — was soft. 

“I had to put the paper back down,” Raycroft told the station. “And I’m 
sure I got asked, on Monday or Tuesday, why I gave up that goal, late in 
the third period of a 9-1 game.” 

The pressure in Toronto, he said, was “relentless.” 

“The expectations that I had for the team — I think what everybody has 
for themselves — is a lot higher than what we’ve performed like to date,” 
Keefe said. “That said, it is 10 games, and we have lots of hockey left to 
play.” 
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McIndoe: The Maple Leafs are a mess and it’s hard to watch, in more 
ways than one 

 

Sean McIndoe 

9-12 minutes 01/11/2022 

 

The Maple Leafs are spiralling. They’ve lost four in a row, they keep 
losing to bad teams, and they don’t look anything like the team that 
steamrolled through most of the 2021-22 regular season. Sunday night’s 
third-period collapse in Anaheim was a truly pathetic scene – a so-called 
Stanley Cup contender playing terrified hockey against the last-place 
team in the league. This is a team in crisis right now, and fixing it is going 
to be a very hard job. 

Luckily, it’s not your job to fix it. If you’re a Maple Leafs fan, your only job 
is to cheer them on. Keep the faith, believe in your team, and look 
forward to the next game. 

That’s becoming a very hard job too. 
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I’m not the only one feeling that, right? I’m talking to the fans here, not 
the anti-Leafs weirdos who claim not to care about the team but still read 
pieces like this for some reason; we know you guys are enjoying all this. 
For the rest of us, not so much. If I can take off my impartial-media-guy 
disguise for a second and just be the Leaf fan that I’ve been for nearly 
four decades, some teams are easier to cheer on than others. The 1993-
era team of Wendel Clark, Dougie Gilmour and Pat Burns will live 
forever, even if they never went all the way. The Pat Quinn-era teams 
were fantastic, with Mats Sundin and a rotating class of villains who 
drove other teams crazy. Even the early days of Brian Burke’s mess of a 
team were at least their own kind of fun, probably the last chance we’ll 
ever have to embrace a team that tried to beat them in the alleys. If you 
go back far enough, you might still have a place in your heart for the 
Sittler/McDonald/Palmateer era team that took out the Islanders. 

This current Leafs team is the most talented one I’ve seen in my lifetime. 
It might not even be all that close. But are they fun to watch? Do you like 
cheering for this? Or are you just kind of tired of them? 

I can’t remember the last time I looked forward to watching this team. I 
still do watch, and sometimes I don’t even end up regretting it. But these 
days, with this team and its history, it feels like a slog. It’s duty, or force of 
habit. The wins don’t matter and the losses all blend together, so what 
are we doing here? 

It wasn’t supposed to be this way. When Brendan Shanahan arrived in 
2014, and eventually started sweeping out the remnants of a front office 
that was dumb and proud of it, there was hope. When they successfully 
tanked their way to Auston Matthews, then debuted him alongside Mitch 
Marner and William Nylander, the pieces were falling into place. That 
was an easy team to root for, a collection of young talent that somehow 
made Mike Babcock hockey feel bearable. I even wrote my first piece on 
this site about that 2016-17 season, and how the combination of high 
ceiling and low expectations was so much fun to root for. But then I 
closed that column with a warning: “It’s all good. But it’s fleeting.” 

You know what came next. Six years of postseason failure. Six years of 
increasingly dominant regular season performances, all of which ended 
the same way. Six years that have seen team records and highlight reels 
and a Hart Trophy, but also endless collapses and punchlines and a 
Zamboni driver. And through it all, not a single signature moment that 
you’ll want to tell your grandkids about. 

It’s one thing for a team to be bad. Lots of teams are, every year, and a 
fan can still find something to love about a bad team. Maybe it’s the kids 
and their promise of the future, or the grizzled veterans playing out the 
string, or some element of character. Maybe it’s just the fun of knowing 
that they’re bad enough that the occasional fluke win can ruin some other 
fan base’s whole week. You can find the fun in being bad. John Brophy 
taught us that. 

This version of the Leafs isn’t a bad team. It’s a good team that looks 
bad. Awful, even, way too often. And scared and hesitant and lost. And 
then when the game’s over, they look confused and thin-skinned and 
pouty. The postgame media scrums are about the only time this team’s 
stars seem to want to get defensive. 

And through it all, a big chunk of the fan base desperately casts around 
for someone to blame. Right now, that dial seems to have landed on 
Mitch Marner, after a pair of turnovers got him benched against the 
Ducks. Marner probably takes too much blame when things are going 
badly in Toronto. That’s unfair, but it’s also to be expected. It’s what he 
signed up for, just three years into his career, when he and the people 
around him decided he was a proven superstar and had to be paid like 
one. More young players should do what Marner did and squeeze their 
teams for every dollar, but it does come with expectations, especially in a 
market like Toronto. If Marner didn’t realize that then, I’m guessing he 
does now. 

But he’s far from alone. It’s also Sheldon Keefe, giving yet another 
encore performance of his well-worn postgame speech about getting 
these guys to start on time and play a full 60, as if that isn’t his job. It’s 
Kyle Dubas, swearing his allegiance to the core over and over, refusing 

to so much as publicly consider a change. It’s John Tavares, the captain 
who’s still producing in year five of his megadeal but offering the same 
thousand-yard stare whenever things start to go off the rails in another 
third period. It’s Auston Matthews and Justin Holl and whoever the goalie 
is tonight, and Morgan Rielly, and that new guy on the fourth line with the 
hyphen in his name. No, the other one. It’s all of them. 

NHL teams love to bleat on and on about finding an identity. Fans tend to 
tune that out because, in today’s NHL, that identity is always the same: 
Defensive, detail-oriented, physical but not in the highlight-reel hit kind of 
way. Skate, forecheck hard, be boring, just like every other team is trying 
to be. When you hear anyone in this league start to ramble about identity, 
you tune out because it’s usually meaningless. 

Say what you want about this Leafs team, they damn sure have an 
identity. Oh, it’s not the one they want, but they have it all the same, and 
they don’t seem to have much interest in shaking it. Their identity is 
failure. Not for lack of talent, but somehow in spite of it. A collection of 
stars who win at the bargaining table when it’s contract time but lose on 
the ice as soon as it matters. 

How do you root for that? Do you even bother? 

If you’re a real fan, you find a way. That will be the response from some 
of you, and I get it. I’ve never been able to summon that kind of raw love-
it-or-leave-it optimism, for the Leafs or any other team in the various 
sports I watch, but I think I understand. It seems like it would be more fun 
than whatever this is, and if you’re proud to be the kind of fan who’ll 
never say a bad word about a team, then I’m not here to change your 
mind. 

But I don’t think I’m alone here. After one of the playoff collapses, it 
barely matters which one, I wrote about how the reaction I was seeing in 
the fan base felt different. I heard from a ton of you who said: Yep, that’s 
me. And I’m sure most of you felt that way for an offseason and then 
wound up right back where you always are because that’s what fans do. 
We survived Ballard and the Muskoka Five and It Was 4-1, we can 
handle a great team having a bad road trip in October. Maybe. 

We at least know this much: It will get better. This Leafs team isn’t 
playing well, but they’ve also lost a few close games with a third-string 
goalie and some tough injuries and a 60-goal scorer in a slump that can’t 
last. They started badly last season too, and even though Mirtle has 
explained why this start has been significantly worse, it’s still true that last 
year’s team rebounded just fine. They’ll figure this out and get back on 
track, and at some point this season they’ll be running over teams again, 
and we’ll look back and laugh about how we all overreacted again. 
Classic Toronto, am I right? And then we’ll wait until the playoffs because 
we’ve all agreed that that’s all that matters for this team anyway. 

And then they might win. It could happen. The talent is there, Keefe is a 
good coach, Dubas might find the midseason move that clicks, and the 
last few weeks will be forgotten. Finally, the coin will come up heads a 
few times when it matters, and this team will win a few rounds. Maybe 
they’ll win it all. 

If that happens, it goes without saying, anyone who’s ever cheered for 
this team will pile back onto the bandwagon. We’ll tear down the statues 
of Sittler and Lanny and Keon and Wendel and build new ones for 
Marner and Matthews and hyphen guy and miscellaneous goalie. You’ll 
swear you never gave up hope, and you’ll send me links to this post with 
a note saying “this held up well.”  That’s how it works sometimes. It could 
absolutely work in Toronto. 

But until it does, we’ve got five more months of… this. Five more months 
of wins that don’t matter and losses that somehow do, of promises that 
next game will be different, of excuses about why it wasn’t, of trusting the 
process. Of being lectured about what kind of fan you’re supposed to be. 
Of shambles in our brains, whatever that means. 

Can you, a loyal Maple Leafs fan, keep doing it? Trick question, you don’t 
have a choice. But if it feels like more of a slog than it’s been in a long 
time, well, just know that you’re not alone. Us lifers have been through it 
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all, most of it worse than this, and now we’re stuck with this bunch. The 
most talented team of our lifetime, quick with an excuse but not with a 
backcheck, somehow closer to a Cup than we’ve ever seen them while 
feeling further away than they’ve ever been. 
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Are the Ottawa Senators for sale? Here’s everything we know so far 

 

Ian Mendes 

6-7 minutes 02/11/2022 

 

On Tuesday, Sportico surprised a lot of people in the Ottawa market by 
reporting that the Senators have hired a firm with the intent of selling the 
NHL franchise.  

After years of speculation about the ownership situation in Ottawa, this 
finally felt like some tangible news on an elusive subject.  

In the hours that followed, The Athletic spoke with three people with 
direct knowledge of the situation, who requested anonymity because they 
are not authorized to share details of this process. All three confirmed 
that an outside firm has been retained to assess the valuation of the 
Senators franchise and explore the possibility of the team being sold. 

When contacted for a response to this story, the Ottawa Senators 
declined to provide a comment on Tuesday. 

But clearly this is a story with significant traction. 

Where is the sale process at right now? 

One source summed up the situation using a very simple real estate 
analogy. 

While the “For Sale” sign isn’t officially on the front lawn at Canadian Tire 
Centre, the Senators are basically having a real estate agent actively 
assess the value of their place. And they’ve discreetly let some potential 
buyers know their home will be hitting the market soon.  

Multiple sources said a more formal, public announcement that the 
Senators are officially for sale should come this month. And at that point, 
the team will officially be on the market.  

Who is overseeing this process? 

The Senators have entered into an agreement with a New York-based 
firm to assess the value of the franchise and explore a potential sale.  

Galatioto Sports Partners’ website notes that the company has overseen 
“engagements in more than 100 transactions in the major U.S. 
professional sports leagues as Financial Advisor, Arranger and Agent.” 
The Ottawa Senators are listed as one of their key clients.  

Will the team stay in Ottawa? 

Any time there are rumblings about a Canadian franchise being for sale, 
there will be rumours about potential relocation to other markets.  

Two of the sources who spoke to The Athletic said there are “multiple” 
groups willing to purchase the Senators franchise and keep them in 
Ottawa. Both sources indicated that potential buyers are extremely 
interested in the prospect of a downtown arena at LeBreton Flats.  

In the spring, we quoted a source familiar with these ownership groups 
saying there was “no scenario” where he could envision the club leaving 
Ottawa. That same sentiment holds true today.  

The only time the NHL would ever consider relocation is in a situation 
where no investors stepped up to keep the team in Ottawa. And that is 
certainly not the case in Ottawa.  

Who are the potential new owners? 

At this juncture, potential ownership groups want to stay in the shadows 
as much as possible. In the past, Bettman has frowned upon potential 
owners who start leaking information and speaking to the media in 
advance of being formally vetted as an owner. Jim Balsillie — the brash 
and outspoken businessman who tried to buy the Coyotes and relocate 
them to Hamilton — serves as a cautionary tale for potential new owners. 

Roger Greenberg, the executive chairman of Minto Group and a real 
estate mogul in Ottawa, has gone on the record to say his group would 
throw their name into the hat if the Senators were ever on the market.  

“So yes, we’d likely participate, if that’s something that’s feasible, when 
the time comes,” Greenberg told CTV Ottawa in April when he was asked 
about an interest in purchasing the Senators.  

In addition, there are multiple other groups — with one based in the 
Toronto area and others in the United States — that are expected to be 
serious bidders once the process formally opens.  

What’s the potential selling price? 

In its most recent NHL franchise valuations this week, Sportico listed the 
Senators with a value of $655 million U.S. That represents a 21 percent 
jump over the Senators’ previous valuation by the publication — which 
was the biggest increase for any NHL team.  

The Pittsburgh Penguins sold for $900 million in 2021. 

If there is a small bidding war for the Senators, it’s possible the price tag 
could be higher than many people initially speculated.  

There are some outstanding debts that need to be serviced, but the 
Melnyk estate should stand to make a tidy profit if they sell a majority 
stake in the franchise. Eugene Melnyk purchased the Senators — and 
the club’s home arena — for just under $130 million in 2003.  

How does the LeBreton lawsuit factor in? 

There is still an outstanding legal wrinkle that could play a role in the sale 
of the franchise.  

Eugene Melnyk, through his company Capital Sports Management, sued 
the Trinity Development group for $700 million over the failed arena 
project at LeBreton Flats in 2018. Trinity turned around and counter-sued 
for $1 billion and the two sides have been entrenched in a legal battle 
since then.  

The next court date in this case is scheduled for Jan. 3, 2023.  

A new ownership group would no doubt want some clarity on that 
situation before moving forward. 

What’s a realistic timeline for this to be completed? 

The Jan. 3 court date shouldn’t be viewed as any kind of hard or fast 
deadline as it pertains to the sale of the franchise. 

A realistic timeline for a sale to be completed is believed to be in the six-
to-nine month range. There is a possible scenario where they agree in 
principle to sell the team sooner than that — but by the time all of the 
paperwork is done, we’re probably looking at a spring or summer deal. 

There are often unseen hurdles and red tape to clear in financial 
transactions of this magnitude, and the fact that Melnyk passed away in 
March — leaving his estate to handle the matters — adds another layer 
of complexity to this situation. 
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NHL99: Ed Belfour’s passion on the ice transferred from the net to the 
business world 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

13-16 minutes 02/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Eddie Belfour is on the telephone, apologizing. He’s just broken away 
from a conference call with staffers from his whiskey-making business, 
Belfour Spirits, but needs to jump right back on to continue the 
discussion. Can he call back later in the day? By then, he’ll be on his way 
to Buffalo to attend a promotional event, but he’ll have time on the drive 
to the airport to discuss whiskey, eagles and hockey, three of his main 
passions, all of which are today, inextricably linked. 

Since 2014, Belfour’s been in the whiskey business with his son Dayn 
and daughter Reaghan. They’ve won multiple awards for their craft 
bourbon and rye brands and are pondering a possible expansion 
because things are going well. 

The symbol for Belfour Spirits is a stylized eagle, designed by artist Abby 
Friesen, the daughter of Jeff Friesen, a childhood friend of Belfour’s from 
Carmen, Man. According to Belfour, as a baby, Abby Friesen sat in the 
Stanley Cup during the day he celebrated with it in 1999, a nice full-circle 
moment for him. 

Belfour is known as “Eddie the Eagle” — a nickname bestowed upon him 
by former coach Mike Keenan during Belfour’s rookie season with the 
Chicago Blackhawks. Eagles were featured on Belfour’s goalie masks for 
most of his Hall of Fame career. His youngest son is named Adler, 
German for eagle. 

So really, we need to start there. With eagles. 

“Do you remember the ski jumper at the Calgary Olympics, Eddie 
Edwards, Eddie the Eagle, from Great Britain?” Keenan asked. 
“Everyone was watching this guy and talking about him. I remember 
going in and saying to Eddie, ‘See that guy. He’s not the only one in this 
world that’s flying. You’re flying too. From now on, you’re Eddie the 
Eagle.’ 

“When I said that, Eddie’s eyes lit up. He said, ‘I love that Mike.’ And the 
nickname stuck.” 

Belfour is No. 81 on The Athletic’s list of the greatest players of the post-
expansion NHL. When he retired, he was third on the all-time list of 
goaltender wins, behind Martin Brodeur and Patrick Roy, with 484. He 
now ranks fifth. He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 2011, in his first 
year of eligibility. In 1987, Belfour helped the University of North Dakota 
win a national title, which prompted a bidding war for his services as an 
undrafted NHL free agent. Chicago eventually won. 

But it took Belfour three full years to settle in as the starter. By then, he 
was 25, mature for an NHL rookie. In the 1990-91 season, he effectively 
won the goaltending equivalent of the Triple Crown — the Calder, Vezina 
and Jennings trophies. Belfour led the NHL in wins, save percentage and 
goals-against average, something that didn’t happen again until Carey 
Price did it for Montreal in the 2014-15 season. 

Belfour was a lot of things in his career: fiery, competitive, athletic, often 
in a world of his own. But one thing trumped all: He won. Belfour had 
three distinctly successful NHL acts. The Chicago years. The Dallas 
years. Then the Toronto years. He also had a short, unhappy stay in San 
Jose, a last NHL hurrah in Florida and finally, at the end, 20 games for 

Leksands of the Swedish league. He retired following the 2007-08 
season. 

That first season in Chicago, the Blackhawks were a team in transition. 
They had a blue line that featured a handful of veterans, including Doug 
Wilson and Bob Murray, and younger players such as Trent Yawney, 
who spent developmental time along with Belfour in the Canadian 
national team program. 

Yawney remembered Belfour winning the top job in Chicago at a time 
when the Blackhawks had a lot of goaltending options. They had a high 
draft choice, Jimmy Waite, and a future Hall of Famer, Dominik Hasek. 
They also had reliable NHL journeymen such as Greg Millen, Alain 
Chevrier and Jacques Cloutier. 

“In training camp, Keenan used to make us do a fitness test, where you 
either ran or biked,” Yawney said. “Remember EJ Maguire? EJ was a 
hell of a distance runner, and Eddie Belfour was the only one good 
enough to keep up with EJ. Eddie was new, but in those tests, he blew 
guys out of the water who thought they were good runners but weren’t 
anywhere near in his category.” 

An accomplished triathlete, Belfour’s athleticism is a common theme 
among former teammates and coaches. After playing 23 games for 
Chicago in the 1988-89 season — two under the threshold that kept him 
eligible for the Calder Trophy honor two years later — Belfour played 
most of the 1989-90 season with Canada’s national team under coach 
Dave King. Belfour had “the perfect body for a goalie,” King said. “He 
was limber, always stretching. He could do all those gyrations because of 
his wiry body type. There was not an extra ounce of fat on the guy. And 
he was never hurt with us. Never injured, never missed a practice, he 
was always there.” 

When asked about his athleticism, Belfour described it as “totally genetic 
and God-given.” 

“I was always very competitive in every sport, ever since I was a little 
kid,” he said. “I played a lot of other sports. I swam at the swimming pool 
all summer, which gets you in good shape. I could swim underwater a 
long ways. Once I got into high school, I got into track and started 
running cross-country. I always enjoyed track and cross-country. Still 
love watching it. I started doing triathlons to help increase the endurance. 

“My goal was always to play in the NHL, but I loved playing all sports and 
they helped me become a better all-around athlete and a better goalie. 
Because I didn’t have a goalie coach for a long time, I was pretty much 
self-taught. I had a few coaches that would give me a lesson here or 
there, but my first full-time goalie coach was Vladislav Tretiak.” 

Tretiak, who eventually came to have a massive impact on Belfour’s 
career arc, was hired by Keenan after Keenan also became Blackhawks 
general manager and Hasek was still early in his NHL career. 

Keenan credited Tretiak for being “unbelievable” in the development of 
both future Hall of Fame goaltenders. 

“Vladdy would go out on the ice in full gear and just work with them,” 
Keenan said. “Practice would be over. I’d have changed clothes, done 
media, talked to the players, talked to the coaches, put on my suit and 
had gone up to the front office. And the three of them were still on the ice 
and Tretiak is giving them so much instruction.” 

Belfour wore the No. 30 during his Chicago career, but switched to No. 
20 — Tretiak’s number — and wore that for the remainder of his career. 

“Playing street hockey as a kid, whenever I played goal, I would be Tony 
Esposito or if someone else was Tony, I’d be Tretiak,” Belfour said. “We 
all went to Vladdy’s camps in the summer. They were hard work. A lot of 
focus on technique. A lot of off-ice training. Tough agility drills. Balance 
drills. Vladdy and I are still great friends. I really appreciate what he did 
for my career.” 

Belfour also had a legendary temper, which Keenan saw bubble to the 
surface more than once. Strategically, Keenan employed a tactic — often 
unpopular with goaltenders — in which he would pull his netminder to 
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change the momentum of a game. It happened so often that Keenan 
eventually earned the nickname “Captain Hook.” But the ultra-competitive 
Belfour also hated to get pulled. He wanted to finish the games he 
started. 

Yawney remembered Belfour once trashing the weight room at Chicago 
Stadium after getting yanked by Keenan. 

Keenan himself referenced a time, replayed often, when he went to the 
end of the Blackhawks’ bench and grabbed Belfour by the sweater. 

“He’s yelling at me because I’d pulled him, but I had made a deal with 
him before the season started,” Keenan said. “I said, ‘Eddie, would you 
like to play three-quarters of the games or more but understand that, 
once in a while, I may pull you? … Maybe nothing to do with you, just 
because the team isn’t prepared or we’re losing and I’ve got to get you in 
the next night, whatever.’ He agreed. So he started yelling at me after I 
pulled him and I yelled back: ‘Do you remember our deal?'” 

Keenan said he had a great relationship with Belfour. 

“For me, he wasn’t difficult at all. One thing he used to do — after 
practice, in the morning, he’d spend hours at the skate machine, 
sharpening his skates. All he was doing was getting focused on the 
game. There was a time when he and (Dave) Manson had a stick-
swinging incident in one of our practices in Edmonton where they both 
broke their sticks over each other. They were both hot-headed. But the 
guys loved him. He and (Chris) Chelios and (Jeremy) Roenick were the 
best of buddies. He was a real competitor.” 

King also remembers Belfour’s competitiveness as mostly a good thing. 

“We had no issues,” King said. “But with his teammates, there was 
friction at times because Eddie could be belligerent and a little abrasive. 
But that’s what made Eddie so good. Eddie’s personality. He liked five-
on-zero drills. He liked the impossible because he liked to shove it right 
down those five guys’ throats. That’s the way he played goal. He had a 
little Billy Smith in him. He had some of the traits that Dominik Hasek had 
— that athleticism and the ability to make the impossible save.” 

In Dallas, Belfour played for Ken Hitchcock and the two won a Stanley 
Cup together. The 1999 playoffs were particularly memorable because 
Belfour beat future Hall of Famers Grant Fuhr (St. Louis), Patrick Roy 
(Colorado) and then Hasek (Buffalo). 

“Until I coached Eddie, I’d never coached a goalie who could dominate a 
game and mentally overwhelm teams with his play,” Hitchcock said. 
“Eddie could win games that we had no business winning. He could win 
games that you knew 10 minutes into the game they were never going to 
score a goal on him. His focus, his concentration, his detail, was so 
extraordinary that it was almost overwhelming. 

“That’s why I just left him alone. Quite frankly, we all left him alone — 
goalie coach included. You didn’t even say hello to him on game day. 
Unless he asked for help, we never went to him. He knew himself better 
than anybody. But I’ve never seen a guy who put details into practice and 
preparation and video like he did.” 

At the beginning of his NHL career, Belfour started out with a plain 
helmet and cage. But once he became established, he contacted the 
legendary Toronto mask maker of the era, Greg Harrison, and told him 
he wanted “two mean-looking birds” on either side of the mask. That’s 
how the eagle symbol on his goalie masks started. It grew from there. 

“There are different versions of the eagle over the years,” Belfour said. 
“The one I started out with and won rookie of the year with is in the Hall 
of Fame — probably the most famous one. And that one evolved into the 
one we have on the bottle. We spent the better part of two years creating 
that packaging. We wanted it to be perfect. It’s very Gatsby-like, 1920s.” 

At one point, Belfour owned an extensive classic car collection, 
approximately 25 vehicles, he said. He sold all but one. He said he also 
sold much of his hockey memorabilia to provide the seed money he 
needed to launch the whiskey business. 

Belfour’s relationship with alcohol hasn’t always been so benign. He was 
arrested in 2020 in Kentucky on public intoxication and criminal mischief 
charges. In 2000, he was infamously arrested in Dallas and tried to bribe 
police officers. He was also arrested in 2007 in Miami when he and a 
Panthers teammate got into a fight with a police officer. 

After the most recent incident, Belfour issued a public apology via the 
Belfour Spirits Twitter account. 

“As CEO of a company that promotes drinking responsibly, I let myself 
down, as well as my family, loved ones, Belfour team and fans,” Belfour 
wrote. “I own my actions, and I’m deeply sorry to the good people of 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. 

“I’m striving to find healthy balance in my life. It’s a work in progress and 
one I’m committed to conquering. I look forward to better days ahead.” 

Today, Belfour says he always knew he wanted to go into the spirits 
business. 

“We modeled our brand after Grandma and Grandpa Belfour. I came to 
find out, about halfway into this venture, that Grandpa Belfour used to 
make moonshine on the farm in Saskatchewan. My mom and dad still 
have a little sample of it.” 

Yawney, now an assistant coach in Los Angeles, said as temperamental 
as Belfour was, “He always had time for guys he played with.” 

“I ran into him in Dallas once and he came by just to say hi, which I 
thought was pretty cool,” Yawney said. “He had that chip on his shoulder 
right from Day 1. Just his desire to win. When you think back, the fact 
that he wasn’t a drafted player and he had to fight and scratch and claw 
for everything. I think that’s what made him what he was. And he played 
that way, with a chip on his shoulder. He was going to prove everything 
wrong.” 

As volatile as their relationship could be at times, Keenan also 
remembers taking a phone call at his summer cottage in June 2011. The 
family was sitting down for dinner and Keenan’s sister answered the 
phone. When she asked who was calling, the voice on the other end said 
simply: “It’s Eddie.” 

“So I take the phone,” Keenan said. “He says, ‘I just got chosen to the 
Hall of Fame and I want to thank you very much for helping me along in 
my career.’ I just thought that was a very classy thing for him to do.” 
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ESPN / How Boston Bruins' Brad Marchand returned from injury early 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

There's a famous story about Brad Marchand's exit meetings in Boston 
after his rookie season. 

Throughout Marchand's draft process and early in his pro hockey career, 
he was often reminded of what he couldn't achieve. NHL teams believed 
he was too small (a 5-foot-9 forward was especially undersized as he 
was breaking in). Scouts said Marchand's skating wasn't good enough. 
NHL evaluators believed discipline was an issue. He was told his skill set 
probably didn't have a high ceiling. 

Marchand, a third-round pick in 2006, got called up to the NHL for a 20-
game stint in 2010. "After the year I met with Peter Chiarelli, then the 
GM, and he said, 'Look, you got a taste of it, you got to play some 
games, be around the playoffs, see what the NHL is like,'" Marchand 
recalls. "He said, 'Next year, if you can come in and be a good energy 
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player, play on the fourth line, maybe get 10 goals, I think that would be a 
great year for you.'" 

Marchand, who was 21 at the time, didn't like that outlook. The winger's 
response: "I think I could get 20 goals in this league." 

"[Chiarelli] kind of looked at me and laughed," Marchand said. "I hadn't 
scored a goal in the league at that point. I had one assist in 20 games. I 
hadn't done much. I think it took him by surprise." 

There's one thing you should know about Brad Marchand: Set limitations, 
and it fuels him with determination. He's often bucking other people's 
expectations for him. 

Just look at the latest example: He defied doctors and returned more 
than a month ahead of schedule following double hip surgery, scoring 
two goals and adding an assist in his first game back this past Thursday. 

MARCHAND SCORED 21 GOALS during his sophomore season -- and 
his career has since taken off to heights that perhaps only he imagined. 
At 34, he is one of the league's premiere superstars. He's still pesky -- 
few hound pucks like Marchand does, and he still lives up to his 
nickname as the "Little Ball of Hate" -- but no player in the NHL plays 
with that edge and consistently puts up his production. 

Since that 2010 exit meeting, only Alex Ovechkin, Steven Stamkos, John 
Tavares and Patrick Kane have scored more goals than Marchand's 353. 

This past offseason, Marchand hit a crossroads. The Bruins were 
eliminated in the first round of the playoffs by the Carolina Hurricanes in 
seven games. Fans wondered if Boston's core was aging out and 
another Stanley Cup window had closed. 

Marchand battled lower body injuries the past several seasons. Despite a 
groin procedure, and a sports hernia surgery, issues kept flaring up. 

Marchand was presented a choice by the Bruins' medical team: He could 
get hip surgery, or continue trying to play through it, and try to strengthen 
his body that way. 

"They said, 'We think you should do the surgery, but it's up to the 
player,'" Marchand said. "I didn't want to miss time. We finished earlier 
than we had planned to, so that bought me a few more weeks." 

His goal was to play as long as possible, so he decided getting the 
surgery was a good idea. 

Then another decision: Surgery on one hip or both hips? Marchand 
asked his doctor if they only did one hip, could they guarantee he 
wouldn't have to get the other hip done in a few years? 

Marchand didn't want to have to go through this process again at age 36 
or 37. 

Once the doctor said no, Marchand decided a double hip arthroscopy 
and labral repair was his best option. 

"One of the first things the doctor told me after [surgery] was, 'You're 
lucky you did both, because you would've been done in a year or two," 
Marchand said. "Because at that point I would've needed a whole hip 
replacement and my career would've been over." 

Then the doctor told Marchand something he didn't want to hear: The 
recovery timeline was six months. He would be sidelined until American 
Thanksgiving. 

Marchand didn't like that outlook. So he found a way to change it. 

"Personally, I feel like if you're told something, it's just a limitation that 
you're setting for yourself -- or in this case for my recovery," Marchand 
said. "Six months, that's a long time. And especially when I heard the 
breakdown for why I needed it. Unfortunately it was because I needed 
extra time to get back in shape. My instant thought was 'All right, how can 
we get this done sooner?'" 

MARCHAND LEVELED WITH his medical team. "I said, 'We can do this 
one of two ways,'" he recalled. "You can help me where I'm doing it, and 

we make sure I don't get hurt. Or I'm just going to do it behind your back, 
because I'm going to do what I feel I need to do to get back early, and I'll 
probably injure myself because I don't know what I should be doing, and 
I'm going to do it anyway." 

Marchand said he wanted to play opening night. The medical team 
countered with a more realistic compromise. 

Everyone agreed to circle the last week of October on the calendar, 
roughly five weeks ahead of schedule. 

The first part of the rehab process involved rest. 

"We had a newborn at home, and I felt worse for my wife than myself," 
Marchand said. "I was fine, all I had to do was lay on my couch." 

Then, Marchand returned home to Halifax. He hadn't been able to spend 
time at home over the past two summers amid the COVID-19 pandemic 
and wanted the chance to see family. 

Marchand's trainer in Halifax (Matt MacIntyre) and Boston (Scott Waugh) 
stayed in constant communication. "Everyone was on the same page," 
he said. "Which was important." 

Marchand flew back to Boston every 7-10 days to get checked out. 

He wasn't cleared to skate until October, which was the hardest part. For 
most of the summer, he also couldn't lift anything heavier than 20 
pounds, so rehab included a lot of stretching and body weight exercises. 

"I have a lot of anxiety every summer about my routine, when I'm 
skating," Marchand said. "It was very tough to put that aside and accept 
the fact I can't do it." 

But he focused on what he could do. To keep his conditioning up, that 
meant biking. 

"I needed to hammer bike rides, so I said give me bike rides where I'm 
not going to injure myself," Marchand said. "I started doing two bike rides 
a day, one at morning one at night, about a month before I was supposed 
to." 

Marchand agreed with the medical team: If he was feeling sore, he'd take 
days off. But that happened only a few times. 

And by the time he returned to Boston ahead of the season, he was right 
on track with that late October return. 

For Marchand, it all stems back to his philosophy as a player. 

"If you're not setting goals, and you're not putting things out there that 
you want to attain, then you're just being stagnant and there are people 
around you that will surpass you and work to be better than you," he said. 
"Even when you set goals, you want them to be realistic -- but you also 
want them to be realistic too, because if you're going to shoot for things 
you are going to achieve every year, you want to push it to the point 
where it might be out of reach, so you can push yourself to places you 
wouldn't have gone before." 

Often Marchand's career has been framed around proving people wrong. 
He sees it differently: He's constantly proving himself right. 

At 34, he credits his success to his work on the "mental side of the game" 
-- something he devotes more time to as the years go on. 

"I don't think people realize how big that is -- how you can change your 
game and your confidence and perspective of who you are as a player 
and where you can end up," he said. "The more work I put into that, the 
more I realized what I could accomplish in the league." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Good times in Oil Country: Oilers’ big guns dominate in 
victory over Predators 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

November 2, 2022, 1:42 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It was the first of November, but for Leon Draisaitl, every 
time the Nashville Predators come to town it’s like a night at Oktoberfest.  

Come for the 35-foot backhand pass right on Evander Kane’s tape, stay 
for the five-point night that ensues, as the Cologne Kid lit up the 
Predators for the umpteenth time in a 7-4 win for the Edmonton Oilers.  

“I seem to get lucky against these guys quite a bit,” said Draisaitl, who 
entered the game with 17 goals and 20 points in his last eight games 
against Nashville.  

He left with 18 goals and 25 points in his last nine games against 
Nashville, and his head coach Jay Woodcroft was asked what it is 
Draisaitl has on this Predators team.  

“I don't have an answer for you,” he said. “I can’t explain it.”  

That’s OK, Woody. Neither can the Preds.  

CHOOSE PLAN 

Connor McDavid kicked in two goals and two assists, as Nashville goalie 
Juuse Saros was under siege.  

“They’re the best in the sport,” Saros said of Draisaitl and McDavid. 
“Everybody knows that.”  

Draisaitl had the primary assists on all three of Evander Kane’s goals, 
and with the Preds’ net empty late in the game he found himself holding 
the puck, with both two-goal men — Kane and McDavid — on the ice 
with him.  

Who to award the hat trick goal to…? 

“Connor has enough,” laughed Draisaitl, who saw Kane bolting for the 
net while McDavid peeled off away from the play. “(McDavid) scores I 
don’t know how many hat tricks in a season, so I was going to give that 
one to my liney.”  

How about Kane, who ripped up the National Hockey League playoffs 
last season with a league-leading 13 goals while playing left wing for 
McDavid? This season he finds himself flanking Draisaitl — the NHL 
assists leader — and Kane has five goals (11 points) in his first 10 
games.  

How does it feel being a trigger man on the team with the NHL’s top two 
centres?  

“That’s why I’m here,” Kane smiled.  

After a 2-3 start the Oilers now have five wins in a row, the NHL’s top 
goal scorer, top assists man and leading scorer. And they are playing a 
game that’s not only sustainable — there is plenty of room for 
improvement.  

While folks in Toronto and Vancouver are chewing their nails to the 
quick, these are good times in Oil Country. Edmonton closed its first 10-
game segment at 7-3 and chasing only the 9-2 Vegas Golden Knights in 
the Western Conference.  

“The first couple games, maybe that wasn’t the start we wanted or 
expected,” Draisaitl said. “But we are finding our game and our legs a 
little bit. I think we are a lot to handle for other teams when we skate and 
play our game, and when we stick within our structure. It is coming 
along.”  

Meanwhile, the two players who lead the NHL in scoring spanning over 
the past six seasons have bolted out of the gate in Year 7.  

McDavid looks very much like a guy whose heart is set on winning a 
Rocket Richard Trophy, with 11 goals (22 points) in 10 games. And 
Draisaitl is just one point behind with 5-16-21.  

But the best part is what Draisaitl says when asked about their hot start:  

“That is what we are paid to do, to produce offensively,” He began. “With 
that being said, we are here to win a championship and look at the big 
picture. Him and I, we have had our awards and it is nice and we are 
proud of (them).  

“But we want the big prize. It is a good start for us as a group, which is 
way more important.”  

This Oilers team is simply too much to handle for a struggling club like 
Nashville, losers of seven of their past eight games. On a night where 
Nashville scored in the game’s opening minute, the Preds looked up after 
20 minutes to see a 4-1 deficit.  

Edmonton toyed with them from there, watching a 5-1 waffle into a 7-4 
finish, on the strength of a couple of tidy powerplay goals and a dandy 
Filip Forsberg snipe.  

The Oilers penalty kill went zero-for-two, the one spot where this team is 
having its struggles.  

“One was a six-on-four, but there was a few things that we can do better 
on both of those goals,” allowed Woodcroft. “The team is 7-3 … but 
we’ve got areas where we can be better. That’s certainly one of them.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks suffer from same old mistakes in loss to speedy, 
offensive Devils 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 2, 2022, 2:37 AM 

 

One month to build momentum, two minutes to lose it. 

The Vancouver Canucks’ winning streak ended at two games Tuesday 
when they made mistakes with the puck just like they did during a 
season-opening seven-game losing streak. The New Jersey Devils beat 
them 5-2 at Rogers Arena. 

The Devils, all speed and skill and transition, do that to teams. They look 
capable of becoming a National Hockey League powerhouse once again. 
But really, it was the Canucks who did it to themselves. 

In a first period in which they outplayed the Devils, holding the league’s 
most prolific-shooting team to seven shots, they trailed 2-0. One goal 
came on an eight-second power play that followed Tanner Pearson’s 
foolish hooking penalty, and one on a huge rebound by goalie Thatcher 
Demko. 

But instead of keeping what they did well in the first to earn better results 
in the second period, the Canucks reverted to lateral passes and forcing 
plays with the puck. Vasily Podkolzin turned it over on a power play, 
which led to Dawson Mercer’s 3-0 goal at 9:25 on a shorthanded two-on-
one. 

And just over two minutes later, either a bad read by Oliver Ekman-
Larsson or bad coverage by a Canuck forward on a New Jersey stretch 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 2, 2022 

 

pass, led to another two-on-one and another easy goal for Yegor 
Sharangovich at 11:37. 

On both outnumbered rushes, a veteran Canuck defenceman — first 
Ekman-Larsson, then Tyler Myers — failed to prevent the pass, giving 
Demko little chance of getting across his goalmouth to make a save. 

This is Hockey 101: take away the pass so the goalie can treat the puck-
carrier as the shooter.  

“You'd like to think,” coach Bruce Boudreau said. “You want to be better 
at them. We go over them; we show them what they shouldn't be doing 
(and) what good teams do and how they stop them. We're working on it 
all the time and showing video on it all the time. 

“Speed kills and they made us make mistakes with their speed and 
tenacity. That was pretty evident, I think. Like I keep saying, the one-on-
one confrontations in the corners and that, they're the ones coming out 
with the puck. Our second (player) wasn't as quick as their second guy. 
So then they end up outnumbering your guys.” 

On the night the Canucks got star defenceman Quinn Hughes back from 
injury, and brought newly-acquired defenceman Ethan Bear and depth 
forward Jack Studnicka into their lineup, they lost the traction they gained 
by finally winning games last week against the Seattle Kraken and 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Demko is stuck on one win — and an .876 save percentage — for the 
season. The 32nd-ranked penalty kill still looks in crisis. And the power 
play, effective at times, is untimely and has now yielded three 
shorthanded goals in 10 games. 

And then there are the turnovers, the east-west passes, that continue to 
undermine the systems play. 

“We're all trying to figure out what the problem is,” Hughes said. “I'm sure 
we'll talk about it tomorrow. But as of right now, it’s just not a very good 
feeling. 

“The third goal was a penalty kill and the fourth. . . I don't know. I don't 
think guys are pressing too hard. Everyone's trying their best and it's just 
not good enough right now. We're not piecing it together as a five-man 
unit. I don't have the answers. But. . . we're going to have to figure it out 
fast.” 

Myers said: “We can’t look at record right now and try to win it back with 
one game. It's about going into each game focused on the same things 
that we need to be good at to be successful. And tonight, we just didn't 
do it often enough. We gave up too many odd-man rushes. We made too 
many mistakes with the puck, not taking care of the puck well enough. 
We've got to clean it up. We can't be making the same mistakes if we 
want to turn this around.” 

Boudreau appears to have reached the point of exasperation on the east-
west giveaways, the last of which was a forced pass by J.T. Miller that 
led to Jack Hughes’ empty-net goal with 1:02 remaining. 

“Concerned?” Boudreau said. “We talk about it, we show it, we know the 
analytics on it. But somehow it still happens.” 

Bo Horvat scored both Canucks goals from his bumper spot on the 
power play, which finished two-for-five but was minus-one on two 
chances when the game was still winnable. 

“It's tough to come back from 4-0,” Vancouver winger Conor Garland 
said. “That third one (shorthanded) kind of hurt us, and they tacked one 
on right after that. But, I mean, they're a fast team, they can score in 
bunches and that's what they did. They converted. They’re a good 
transition team. You give them a chance and they'll execute on it, 
especially on two-on-ones.” 

Ekman-Larsson said: “I just felt like we made it a little bit harder on 
ourselves than we should have. Turning pucks over at the blue line, and 
they came (at us) two against one I-don't-know-how-many-times on our 

power play, and at five-on-five, too. It's hard to play against those guys 
when you're giving them their chances.” 

Asked if he’s getting enough from his senior defence pairing of Myers 
and Ekman-Larsson, Boudreau said: “It's a tough question. Obviously, 
we're 2-6-2, so we're not getting enough out of any anybody right now. 
We need our veteran guys and our better players to be our better 
players. . . every day, not just one good game here and one good game 
there. That goes not only for them, but it goes for the forwards as well, 
and the goaltending as well.” 

The second half of the Canucks’ homestand includes a visit from the 
Anaheim Ducks on Thursday, then the Nashville Predators Saturday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gritty Canadiens simply never quit in loss to Wild 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

November 2, 2022, 12:14 AM 

 

SAINT PAUL, MINN. — You could tell this wasn’t going to be the 
Montreal Canadiens’ night as soon as the first period ended with them 
goal-less on 15 shots — five of them off top sniper Cole Caufield’s stick. 

When Jake Allen kicked a rebound into the slot and allowed Mason Shaw 
to beat him through the five-hole to give the Minnesota Wild a 1-0 lead in 
the second period, it was pretty much confirmed. It was then double and 
triple confirmed after Kirill Kaprizov took over the game with consecutive 
goals worthy of his superstar stature to give the Wild a 3-0 lead on 
Tuesday. 

Things went as well for the Canadiens in the third period as they did for 
their heart-and-soul winger, Brendan Gallagher, on a single shift in the 
frame, when he was tackled to the ice and punched in the head by Jared 
Spurgeon before he got up and got clotheslined on his way out of the 
offensive zone. 

But in Gallagher’s image, the Canadiens just kept on coming. They never 
wilted, never stopped pushing the pace, never broke. 

That’s what’s different at the start of this season versus the start of the 
disastrous 2021-22 campaign, over which the Canadiens went 2-8 and 
got massacred in half their games. This edition of the team was built to 
be worse, but they’re a surprising 5-5-0 out of the gate due to their 
resiliency. 

“I’m just really proud of the guys just to find ways,” said Canadiens coach 
Martin St. Louis hours before this 4-1 loss at Xcel Energy Center and 
less than 48 hours after coming back with a 7-4 win from down 3-1 at the 
halfway point of the game against the Blues in St. Louis. “There’s no 
perfect games. Hockey’s a game of mistakes, and we make plenty. But 
our good is really good, too. So, I’m really impressed to me how good our 
good is. So, I feel like we’re futher along with that than I thought we 
would be… 

“What I like is we’re not bad for a long time. It’s small amount of time in 
the game where we don’t let it slip away. We bend, but we don’t break. I 
think it’s been important that when teams are surging on us and it looks 
like it’s going bad, I think we find a way to understand how important the 
next shift is and now we get a hold of it again and then we start from 
there. When it’s gone bad and you’re down, well, how do you start? It’s 
how you build. You build throughout a game, and you build throughout a 
season, and there’s nothing you can do about what just happened that 
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was bad. You have half a period, half a game left, and that’s what we 
focus on. I think the group has been really good at that.” 

That’s what the Canadiens did once again on Tuesday, even though the 
result went against them. 

“I felt like we outplayed them for the whole game almost,” said captain 
Nick Suzuki, and he was right. The Canadiens outshot the Wild 35-31, 
out-hit them 16-15, won 62 per cent of the faceoffs and controlled play 
throughout. 

Shaw’s goal was one Allen would’ve loved to have had back, but he kept 
fighting to keep the Canadiens in it. 

Suzuki got one back on the power play with 6:30 to play, and Gallagher 
came busting up the gut on the very next shift and was thwarted by Marc-
Andre Fleury in his attempt to get the Canadiens to 3-2. 

Their teammates came in waves after that, and then Suzuki’s line 
notched a minute-long shift of pressure in Minnesota’s end before St. 
Louis opted to pull Allen during a TV timeout. 

Matt Boldy sealed it for the Wild with an empty-netter 22 seconds later, 
and yet the Canadiens kept fighting from down 4-1 over the final three 
minutes of the game. Literally. 

It was after 18-year-old rookie Juraj Slafkovsky was dumped by the 
bench with 32 seconds remaining that Jake Evans scrapped with Shaw. 
Arber Xhekaj, Chris Wideman and Sean Monahan piled on the penalty 
minutes in retaliation. 

“It wasn’t a big deal, but it still got addressed as a group,” said St. Louis. 
“Like, pack mentality, and I like it. When you have that, you know your 
team’s together and it’s coming together and they have each others’ 
backs. Without making a big deal out of any particular incident, we just 
have each others’ back, and it’s nice to see.” 

It’s foundational to the culture the Canadiens are trying to build moving 
forward, and to have it out of the gate — as well as this belief and 
resiliency that’s been established — is the biggest positive through the 
opening segment of the season. 

And while the emphasis has rightly been on the individual development 
of the team’s youngest players, big steps have been taken towards the 
development of the collective. 

Wins over Toronto, Pittsburgh, Arizona, Buffalo and St. Louis have 
stimulated that growth, but so have the losses in which the team has 
never abandoned the cause. 

“Our resilience has been really high, I think,” said Suzuki. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

What’s inspired that? 

“Just the style of play and the guys that we have in the locker room,” 
Suzuki said. “(We’re) always battling, we know we’re never out of it down 
two, down three. We’ve got the talent to come back and guys to make big 
plays, and I think Marty does a good job of motivating us and keeping us 
levelheaded at the task at hand.” 

The coach said he wanted to see how the Canadiens would respond 
once the adrenaline of the first few games faded and normalcy kicked in, 
and a late-October-early-November trip that will end in Winnipeg on 
Thursday, after stops in Buffalo, St. Louis, Minnesota, has brought plenty 
of normalcy but taken nothing away from his team’s effort. 

The Canadiens lost in Minnesota, and they appeared destined to even as 
they stepped off the ice tied 0-0 after a period. 

But they’re on their way to Winnipeg having gained a lot through the first 
eighth of the season. 
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SAINT PAUL, MINN. — You could tell this wasn’t going to be the 
Montreal Canadiens’ night as soon as the first period ended with them 
goal-less on 15 shots — five of them off top sniper Cole Caufield’s stick. 

When Jake Allen kicked a rebound into the slot and allowed Mason Shaw 
to beat him through the five-hole to give the Minnesota Wild a 1-0 lead in 
the second period, it was pretty much confirmed. It was then double and 
triple confirmed after Kirill Kaprizov took over the game with consecutive 
goals worthy of his superstar stature to give the Wild a 3-0 lead on 
Tuesday. 

Things went as well for the Canadiens in the third period as they did for 
their heart-and-soul winger, Brendan Gallagher, on a single shift in the 
frame, when he was tackled to the ice and punched in the head by Jared 
Spurgeon before he got up and got clotheslined on his way out of the 
offensive zone. 

But in Gallagher’s image, the Canadiens just kept on coming. They never 
wilted, never stopped pushing the pace, never broke. 

That’s what’s different at the start of this season versus the start of the 
disastrous 2021-22 campaign, over which the Canadiens went 2-8 and 
got massacred in half their games. This edition of the team was built to 
be worse, but they’re a surprising 5-5-0 out of the gate due to their 
resiliency. 

“I’m just really proud of the guys just to find ways,” said Canadiens coach 
Martin St. Louis hours before this 4-1 loss at Xcel Energy Center and 
less than 48 hours after coming back with a 7-4 win from down 3-1 at the 
halfway point of the game against the Blues in St. Louis. “There’s no 
perfect games. Hockey’s a game of mistakes, and we make plenty. But 
our good is really good, too. So, I’m really impressed to me how good our 
good is. So, I feel like we’re futher along with that than I thought we 
would be… 

“What I like is we’re not bad for a long time. It’s small amount of time in 
the game where we don’t let it slip away. We bend, but we don’t break. I 
think it’s been important that when teams are surging on us and it looks 
like it’s going bad, I think we find a way to understand how important the 
next shift is and now we get a hold of it again and then we start from 
there. When it’s gone bad and you’re down, well, how do you start? It’s 
how you build. You build throughout a game, and you build throughout a 
season, and there’s nothing you can do about what just happened that 
was bad. You have half a period, half a game left, and that’s what we 
focus on. I think the group has been really good at that.” 

That’s what the Canadiens did once again on Tuesday, even though the 
result went against them. 

“I felt like we outplayed them for the whole game almost,” said captain 
Nick Suzuki, and he was right. The Canadiens outshot the Wild 35-31, 
out-hit them 16-15, won 62 per cent of the faceoffs and controlled play 
throughout. 

Shaw’s goal was one Allen would’ve loved to have had back, but he kept 
fighting to keep the Canadiens in it. 
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Suzuki got one back on the power play with 6:30 to play, and Gallagher 
came busting up the gut on the very next shift and was thwarted by Marc-
Andre Fleury in his attempt to get the Canadiens to 3-2. 

Their teammates came in waves after that, and then Suzuki’s line 
notched a minute-long shift of pressure in Minnesota’s end before St. 
Louis opted to pull Allen during a TV timeout. 

Matt Boldy sealed it for the Wild with an empty-netter 22 seconds later, 
and yet the Canadiens kept fighting from down 4-1 over the final three 
minutes of the game. Literally. 

It was after 18-year-old rookie Juraj Slafkovsky was dumped by the 
bench with 32 seconds remaining that Jake Evans scrapped with Shaw. 
Arber Xhekaj, Chris Wideman and Sean Monahan piled on the penalty 
minutes in retaliation. 

“It wasn’t a big deal, but it still got addressed as a group,” said St. Louis. 
“Like, pack mentality, and I like it. When you have that, you know your 
team’s together and it’s coming together and they have each others’ 
backs. Without making a big deal out of any particular incident, we just 
have each others’ back, and it’s nice to see.” 

It’s foundational to the culture the Canadiens are trying to build moving 
forward, and to have it out of the gate — as well as this belief and 
resiliency that’s been established — is the biggest positive through the 
opening segment of the season. 

And while the emphasis has rightly been on the individual development 
of the team’s youngest players, big steps have been taken towards the 
development of the collective. 

Wins over Toronto, Pittsburgh, Arizona, Buffalo and St. Louis have 
stimulated that growth, but so have the losses in which the team has 
never abandoned the cause. 

“Our resilience has been really high, I think,” said Suzuki. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

What’s inspired that? 

“Just the style of play and the guys that we have in the locker room,” 
Suzuki said. “(We’re) always battling, we know we’re never out of it down 
two, down three. We’ve got the talent to come back and guys to make big 
plays, and I think Marty does a good job of motivating us and keeping us 
levelheaded at the task at hand.” 

The coach said he wanted to see how the Canadiens would respond 
once the adrenaline of the first few games faded and normalcy kicked in, 
and a late-October-early-November trip that will end in Winnipeg on 
Thursday, after stops in Buffalo, St. Louis, Minnesota, has brought plenty 
of normalcy but taken nothing away from his team’s effort. 

The Canadiens lost in Minnesota, and they appeared destined to even as 
they stepped off the ice tied 0-0 after a period. 

But they’re on their way to Winnipeg having gained a lot through the first 
eighth of the season. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs keep focus on connectivity, not Keefe's job security 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the Philadelphia Flyers. 

Maple Leafs players faced questions about the job security of head 
coach Sheldon Keefe as they got back to work following a four-game 
winless swing through Las Vegas and California.  

  "We don't really look at anything in what-ifs or those scenarios," said 
captain John Tavares when asked if it feels like the coach's job is on the 
line. "We're all really lucky and think Sheldon's a great coach." 

  "We're out there trying to win games," said alternate captain Morgan 
Rielly. "That's all we're thinking about." 

  "Keefer's done an unbelievable job," said alternate captain Mitch 
Marner. "It's been a lot of fun to play for him ... If you look at our 
numbers, we've really improved on a lot of things and he's done an 
amazing job here." 

  Keefe guided the Leafs to a franchise-record 115 points last season, but 
the numbers this year aren't flattering. The Leafs are 4-4-2 despite facing 
seven opponents who did not make the playoffs last year.  

  "The points we've been able to accumulate to this point [10] are even 
more than what I would expect based on how we've played, frankly," the 
coach admitted, "and that speaks to the ability and talent we have as a 
group." 

  It also speaks to how poorly they've performed. Most notably, Toronto's 
usually high-octane attack has produced just 2.7 goals per game, which 
ranked 27th entering Tuesday's play. Toronto averaged 3.8 goals last 
season, which was second overall.   

"The area we can improve on the most is how connected we are and how 
we execute as a group coming out of our zone and getting through the 
neutral zone and getting on the attack from there," Keefe said. "There are 
a lot of fundamentals that we are not executing at a high level right now 
— some of the things that we expect to be really good in. It's as simple 
as breaking out, being available for one another and being responsible 
for your touch and your pass. That was really the emphasis of the day: 
be good in that area and get us on the attack." 

  "We look at the way we're breaking the puck out," Tavares said, "just 
trying to be more efficient there will open up our speed and our ability to 
get on the attack and get on the forecheck and that can hopefully 
connect all three zones together." 

  After cracking the whip early in the year, Keefe has struck a softer tone 
in recent days.  

  "It's easy to call plenty of things out within our game," acknowledged 
alternate captain Auston Matthews, "but the message on Sunday was 
just pretty clear. No video in the morning, just making sure our mindset 
was clear going into the game day. We started off really well, but 
obviously we kind of became a little unhinged as the game went on and 
that was that. So, his messaging today was not a negative one but not a 
positive one. More so let's pick each other up here, move forward, move 
through this adversity while also holding each other accountable." 

Keefe admits Leafs lucky to have 10 points considering how they've 
played 

The Maple Leafs are catching a ton of heat for their 4-4-2 record through 
10 games, but head coach Sheldon Keefe admits they might be lucky to 
even have 10 points considering how they've played early on this 
season. 

--- 

  Keefe held Marner accountable on Sunday in Anaheim. The all-star 
winger made a couple of costly turnovers leading directly to goals and 
missed a shift in the third period.  
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  "It doesn't matter who you are," Marner said. "You got to show that 
every player is accountable, regardless, and I got no problem with that at 
all. I got the opportunity to go back out there and finish a couple shifts 
and almost finished that game in overtime, which obviously you wish you 
had back. You have to take accountability and you have to put it on 
yourself." 

  "At that time, I was already looking for a way to get Denis Malgin an 
extra shift here or there," Keefe explained. "That was an easy way to let 
Mitch have some time to kind of process things knowing full well that you 
are going to get him right back to it." 

  Before returning to the game, Marner left the bench during a television 
timeout and smashed a stick. 

  "Guys have to have outlets and do what they need to do as they are 
working through things," Keefe said. "You have to have guys ready when 
the game begins. Mitch was. I have no issues with any of that sort of 
stuff." 

  "I'm a passionate player," Marner said. "I put a lot of pressure on myself 
and I wasn't happy with that second turnover especially." 

  What went wrong?  

  "I should have read the play a little bit," he explained. "Seeing three 
guys on their team coming up with me, if I get that low it's 3-on-2 or 4-on-
2 going to their net. It's about reading the play a little better. I'm not going 
[to] change my game. I just have to make sure I'm more locked in and 
dialed on those situations." 

  Asked if he was trying too hard with the team struggling, Marner cut off 
the reporter.  

  "No, I'm not trying too hard," he stressed, "sometimes bounces go the 
wrong way." 

  Considering how much pressure he puts on himself, it will be important 
for Marner to tune out the chatter among the restless fan base. He 
deleted "poisonous" social media from his phone a couple years ago.  

  "I don't watch any of you guys on TV, I'm not going to lie," he said with a 
smile. "None of us, really, kind of read it. I'm sure my father does, but he 
knows not to tell me about anything because I don't care to hear it and I 
just hang up." 

Marner has no problem with brief benching: 'You got to show every 
player is accountable' 

Mitch Marner was visibly frustrated after two turnovers led to goals 
against in a loss to the Ducks on Sunday. Back home in Toronto, Marner 
spoke about his turnovers in that game and taking responsibility for his 
mistakes, while Sheldon Keefe insisted the brief benching was 'not a big 
deal.' 

--- 

  There was a bigger-than-usual turnout from media at practice. There 
always tends to be extra reporters on site after a long trip, but the four-
game skid created even more interest.  

  "It feels like the world is crashing down on you," Matthews had said on 
Sunday when asked to reflect on last year's slow start. "It's easy to kind 
of look on the outside and read all the stuff that's being written but, in the 
end, it doesn't matter. What matters is our belief in our group and inside 
the room to obviously turn it around." 

  Do the players sense the frustration in the city?  

  "Well, I mean, I think we're frustrated, too," Matthews said on Tuesday. 
"It's not a one-way street. Obviously, we want to be better. We want to 
win games and play to our capabilities." 

  The players seemed to handle the expected media frenzy fine, even 
finding some humour in it. As the big group of reporters entered the room 
after practice, a player joked that the journalists were piranhas.  

  "The guys' energy was good," noted Keefe, "which is the thing you are 
most concerned about at this time of year with what you are going 
through coming back from the road trip — how it went, how long it was, 
the time change, and all of those kinds of things. The energy of the group 
was very good today. That gives me even more confidence going into 
tomorrow." 

  "It's nice to be home," said Matthews. "A good day of practice today." 

  Usually, Keefe will keep answering questions until reporters exhaust 
their list of topics, but on Tuesday that was not the case as a member of 
the media relations staff declared, "last question" after about five 
minutes.  

Leafs back Keefe amid struggles: 'He's done an amazing job here' 

The Maple Leafs have failed to live up to expectations this season and, 
with the team mired in a four-game losing streak, the pressure is growing 
with every loss. On Monday, the players backed Sheldon Keefe and said 
he's done an amazing job with the team since he was hired. 

--- 

  After Alex Kerfoot, Calle Jarnkrok and William Nylander took turns 
playing in a bottom-six centre spot during the road trip, Keefe is looking 
to give someone new a chance. Pontus Holmberg was recalled from the 
American Hockey League and skated between Pierre Engvall and 
Jarnkrok at practice.  

  "We were really excited about the camp that he had," Keefe said. "With 
the numbers and the cap and things, we didn't have the space for him 
coming in. We wanted to try some different guys in the middle. 
Obviously, we have tried different people throughout that road trip. We 
liked the idea of having a natural centre coming in. He had a really good 
camp for us. We like a lot of things about him." 

  Holmberg, who has never played in the NHL, posted two assists in 
seven games with the Marlies to start this season.  

  "All reports are that he has been excellent," Keefe said. "He is not a guy 
who scores at a high rate, but he does a lot of things that contribute to 
winning. We are happy to have him." 

After Calle Järnkrok, Alex Kerfoot and William Nylander took turns as the 
Leafs' third line centre on the team's unsuccessful west coast road trip, 
Sheldon Keefe has turned to a new option. Pontus Holmberg has been 
recalled from the Marlies and will make his NHL debut against the Flyers 
on Wednesday. Mark Masters has more. 

  Matt Murray returned to the ice for the first time since sustaining an 
adductor injury on Oct. 15.  

  "He is progressing well," Keefe said. "It is part of his plan. Today was 
the day that was scheduled. He has met and stayed on that schedule. 
From that end of it, I think he is doing well. I haven’t had a chance to talk 
to him — and he wasn't on the trip — but I know that was the plan. It 
seems things have gone well there. He will just continue his process. I 
think he is still quite a ways away." 
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TSN.CA / Thompson takes flight at centre for Sabres 

 

Travis Yost 

 

One of the most fascinating parts of NHL coaching and player 
development is the effort made to maximize a player’s skill set. It’s as 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 2, 2022 

 

nebulous and complex a topic as any, but critically important for 
franchises in their quest to build a contender. 

You could explore this topic a thousand ways over, but one of the most 
intriguing storylines you can find in the league concerns Tage Thompson 
and the Buffalo Sabres. 

Thompson, a hulking 6-foot-6 winger acquired from the St. Louis Blues in 
the summer of 2018 in the mega Ryan O’Reilly deal, was an interesting 
acquisition piece for the Sabres, who were infatuated with his 
combination of size and skill. But for years, Thompson was looking like 
another chapter in the same book – an NHL team perpetually chases a 
physical specimen who, for a variety of reasons, is ineffective. Thompson 
was never bad, but he was unproductive enough for us to lower our 
expectations. 

Enter Don Granato, who permanently moved Thompson from the wing to 
centre at the start of the 2020-21 season. We see positional moves – 
though usually it goes inside-out – all the time at the NHL level, but this 
change played out very differently. Thompson is emerging as a top-six 
centre. 

There have been several contributing factors, not the least of which 
includes a surge of young talent on the Sabres roster over the past two 
seasons, but Thompson’s production has absolutely exploded. This 
season, he’s already amassed 12 points (six goals, six assists) in nine 
games, picking up right where he left off in 2021-22 (38 goals and 68 
points in 78 games). 

To show how sharp his progression has been at centre, consider his rate 
scoring year-over-year. The past two seasons have seen him in the 
middle of the ice, regularly deployed with productive wingers Jeff Skinner 
and Alex Tuch. The change has been remarkable: 

From 2017-20, Thompson was a fourth-percentile scorer – or said 
differently, nearly every regular forward in the league was outproducing 
Thompson on the offensive end. From 2021-22, when Thompson has 
been exclusively at centre, he’s 25th league-wide (93rd percentile) in rate 
scoring at even strength. Thompson went from one of the league’s least 
effective scorers, to one of the league’s most effective, in a blink. 

You can attribute some of the scoring outburst to a very high shooting 
percentage that Thompson is carrying over the last season and change. 
Converting on more than 11 per cent of even-strength shots is difficult for 
the most talented snipers in the world long-term, so Thompson is 
probably due for a bit of a scoring slump. 

But Thompson, scoring or not, has just become a more effective 
offensive player – so effective that any sort of shooting slump is going to 
be mitigated some because of his line’s ability to press the play. 

Consider expected goal rates for, which measure shot volume adjusted 
for the quality of those shots. Elite players generally grade well here – 
scoring can be fleeting from game to game, but territorial dominance is 
less so, and most high-end offensive players tend to be that way 
because they have so much opportunity over a given season. 

We have seen rapid changes in performance from NHL players in the 
past. Perhaps my favourite example of this in recent history can be found 
in Vegas, where Chandler Stephenson – famously acquired for a fifth-
round pick – instantly transitioned from fourth-line role player to top-six 
weapon. 

In Stephenson’s case, the speed element of his game became a critically 
important complementary piece further up the Vegas lineup. There, the 
Golden Knights put gamebreaker Jack Eichel and elite two-way attacker 
Mark Stone on Stephenson’s line – Eichel and Stone benefiting from 
Stephenson’s frenetic pace of play and speed on the outside, 
Stephenson benefiting from a serious surge in playing talent around him. 
Voila, offensive explosion. 

Stephenson’s story may be a bit more about fit and linemate quality than 
Thompson’s, but the concluding point is the same. The element of 

scouting is never going away, and the coaches who find value where 
others can’t rise to the top. 

All of this is to say that Thompson’s story is far from over. The team may 
have found something additive offensively, perhaps significantly so. But 
the Sabres as a team have yet to realize any real success, and there are 
other areas of the game – say, defensively – where he and his linemates 
are still too forgiving. 

But Thompson serves as an important reminder that there are no two 
alike career arcs when it comes to player development. There are trends, 
and there are likelihoods and probabilities, and there is meaningful 
research that helps us assess risk and implement future decisions. 

All it takes is one Tage Thompson, or one Don Granato, to change the 
narrative. 
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