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Hurricanes winger Necas playing with added confidence after working with psychologist 
By Chip Alexander 
Confidence can be fickle and elusive in sports. 
Martin Necas of the Carolina Hurricanes has it. Teuvo 
Teravainen, for now, does not. 
It shows in the way the two Canes forwards have played this 
season, but also in their off-ice demeanor, in the way they 
carry themselves and talk about themselves and their 
games. 
Necas, 23, is off to the best start of his still-young career, 
making plays, leading the Canes in points, enjoying himself. 
Playing on a line with winger Andrei Svechnikov centered by 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, he said it has been a fun ride so far in 
the early going. 
And Teravainen’s start? 
“Not special, not great,” he told The N&O on Monday before 
the Canes’ game with the Washington Capitals.  
Why? 
“I don’t know. It is what it is,” he said. “I’ve got to work 
harder, I guess.”  
A veteran player, Teravainen, 28, has dealt with the ebbs 
and flows of the season, had slow starts and quick starts. 
Things can change as quickly as a flick of the wrist and the 
puck finding the net. 
Teravainen, without a goal in the first nine games, is waiting 
for that to happen. 
“I’ve had some chances, but nothing has gone in,” he said. 
“It’s kind of tough to play with no confidence, so I’ve got to 
find it somewhere.” 

‘Mental resilience’ 

Necas said he found it with some help — from a sports 
psychologist. 
Necas said he began consulting with Marian Jelinek, who is 
based in Prague and has worked with other NHL players 
including former Canes goalie Petr Mrazek, about developing 
what Jelinek calls “mental resilience.” 
“Everyone is always worrying about your physical summer 
workouts and stuff,” Necas told The N&O. “It was this 
summer that I realized that the mental side is so important, 
too, and that if I can stay in the game for every shift, every 
game, and be confident and be on my game every night, I’m 
going to play good and be consistent. 
“It’s a way to prepare for a game with your head. If 
something’s not working out, you need to stay calm and be 
on your game, which I feel like I’ve been struggling with in 

the past year. So we decided to do this. This is something 
new to me.” 
Necas returned for preseason training camp with a more 
positive attitude that was reflected in media interviews and 
then in his effort once on the ice. He has five goals and eight 
assists for a team-high 13 points, and is working on a four-
game point streak going into Thursday’s game at Tampa 
Bay. 
“I felt like I’ve always been positive, but I could get down on 
myself,” Necas said. “In an 82-game season, you’re not 
going to play all 82 as good as you want to play. But there’s 
a new day. You don’t think about it. Forget about it and go 
into a new game with a clear head.” 
Necas’ line has been the Canes’ most productive in the 
Canes’ 6-2-1 start — Svechnikov has eight goals — and his 
play has been pleasing to Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“He’s been a difference-maker for us,” Brind’Amour said 
Monday. “It’s not surprising. You’ve seen it in spurts. But it’s 
always about that consistency in being a pro, and he’s 
definitely figuring it out.” 
Necas had a pair of assists Monday in the 3-2 shootout win 
over the Caps at PNC Arena. The game before, Saturday at 
Philadelphia, he ripped a shot through the legs of the Flyers’ 
Travis Sanheim for a bar-down goal that tied the score late in 
regulation. 
The Canes won in overtime when Necas had the puck on the 
left wing, made a tight turn, then a cross-ice pass to 
Sebastian Aho. Defenseman Brent Burns took a pass from 
Aho and buried the shot for the winner. 
As for Teravainen, he’s still waiting for that kind of moment. 
Brind’Amour moved him off Aho’s line during the Canes’ 6-2 
loss to the New York Islanders on Friday but had the winger 
back on the line with Aho and winger Seth Jarvis against the 
Flyers and Caps. 
“He knows he can be a little bit better and it weighs on him a 
little, like everybody,” Brind’Amour said. “But I’m not too 
concerned.” 

Hurricanes vs Lightning game info 

Who: Carolina Hurricanes (6-2-1) at Tampa Bay Lightning (6-
4-0) 
When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 
Where: Amalie Arena, Tampa, Fla. 
TV: Bally Sports South 
Streaming: ESPN+ 
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Super 16: Bruins No. 1, Devils, Islanders, Jets, Wild enter rankings 
By Dan Rosen 
The volatility of early season is reflected in this week's 
edition of the Super 16 power rankings. 
The New Jersey Devils, New York Islanders, Winnipeg Jets 
and Minnesota Wild not only weren't ranked last week, not 
one of them received even a single voting point. All four are 
ranked this week, with the Devils coming out of nowhere to 
be No. 6. 
The Edmonton Oilers were 16th with 35 voting points last 
week. They're No. 4 with 162 voting points this week. 
The Colorado Avalanche, No. 4 with 165 voting points last 
week, are No. 11 with 96 fewer voting points. Similarly, the 
Florida Panthers, No. 6 last week with 117 voting points, are 
12th with 61 points this week. 
Considering the volatility and the fact that the calendar has 
flipped to November, this is as good a time as any to take 
stock in if a team is ranked higher or lower than we thought 
they'd be at this point in the season. 
That's what the 13 NHL.com and LNH.com staff members 
who make up the voting panel has done for the Super 16 this 
week. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16, with thoughts from the staff members 
whose individual rankings are below: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (9-1-0) 

Total points: 205 
Last week: No. 2 
"When you're wrong, you're wrong. And in this case, I was 
wrong about the Bruins. I really thought this was the year 
they would regress, given the advancing ages of their top 
two centers (Patrice Bergeron, 37; David Krejci, 36); the fact 
that two of their top players, forward Brad Marchand and 
defenseman Charlie McAvoy, started the season on injured 
reserve; the relatively inexperienced goalie tandem of 
Jeremy Swayman and Linus Ullmark; and the firing of coach 
Bruce Cassidy. But there is no analytical stat that measures 
heart and the Bruins have plenty of it, as seen by their four-
goal comeback in a 6-5 overtime win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Tuesday. Shame on me for underestimating 
them." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

2. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (9-2-0) 

Total points: 189 
Last week: No. 5 

"I wasn't sure the Golden Knights would be in the Super 16 
to start the season because they, to me, were a bubble 
team. Now, as the calendar flips to November, they are a 
lock in the rankings and battling for best-team-in-the-NHL 
status. With goalie Robin Lehner injured, it was always a 
question of where will the saves come from? Feel-good story 
Logan Thompson and Adin Hill have answered that question 
emphatically. Jack Eichel, meanwhile, is playing like the 
game-breaking talented forward that he is. The Golden 
Knights are a juggernaut, and I could not have been more 
wrong." -- Shawn Roarke, senior director of editorial 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (6-2-1) 

Total points: 180 
Last week: No. 1 
"The Hurricanes are ranked high, and that's pretty much 
where I figured they'd be nearly a month into the season. 
The Hurricanes and coach Rod Brind'Amour proved last 
season they could roll with the changes (roster, that is, when 
they lost 10 regulars through trades, free agency and the 
2021 NHL Expansion Draft) and still be one of the top teams 
in the League. So, it's not a surprise anymore. Forward 
Andrei Svechnikov leads the Hurricanes in goals (eight), 
forward Martin Necas leads them in points with 13 (five 
goals, eight assists) and Frederik Andersen (4-2-0, 2.64 
goals-against average, .896 save percentage in six starts) 
and Antti Raanta (2-0-1, 2.33 GAA, .912 save percentage in 
three starts) are providing the necessary work in goal. The 
Hurricanes just know steady." -- Tracey Myers, staff writer 

4. EDMONTON OILERS (7-3-0) 

Total points: 162 
Last week: No. 16 
"The Oilers are a little higher than I expected they'd be -- a 
lot higher than I would have expected had you told me goalie 
Jack Campbell, a big offseason acquisition, would have a 
3.91 GAA and .881 save percentage through his first seven 
games. But goalie Stuart Skinner has been outstanding, and 
forwards Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl have been 
themselves. Not only does McDavid lead the NHL with 22 
points, one more than Draisaitl, he's first with 11 goals. 
Maybe he'll add the Rocket Richard to his trophy collection." 
-- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

5. NEW YORK RANGERS (6-3-2) 

Total points: 135 
Last week: No. 9 
"The Rangers are about where I thought they'd be, in the top 
five, but I had them No. 10 this week after they've gone 
through some early ups and downs. They are trending in the 
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right direction with three consecutive wins following an 0-2-2 
slide, but I'm not sure they've found their best game yet. I 
expected them to be among the top teams in the NHL after 
reaching the Eastern Conference Final last season, adding 
Vincent Trocheck to be their second-line center and with the 
continued growth of some of their young players. But they 
still seem to go as Igor Shesterkin goes. It would be difficult 
to match his all-world performance last season, when he won 
the Vezina Trophy voted as best goalie in the NHL, and his 
more human numbers through his first four games (2.75 
GAA, .901 save percentage) weren't anything to be alarmed 
about. But Shesterkin has returned to his 2021-22 form his 
past four games (1.70 GAA, .940 save percentage) and 
Chris Kreider seems to be finding his touch with two goals in 
the past three games after scoring two in his first eight. So, 
I'm guessing more positive results will come for the Rangers 
if that continues." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

6. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (7-3-0) 

Total points: 122 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Devils are miles ahead of where I thought they'd be at 
this point in the season. Better than last season? Yes, I 
thought they'd be that. Good enough 10 games into the 
season for me to rank them fifth in my Super 16 and for them 
to finish sixth this week? No shot. But amazing things can 
happen when you get some saves. Confidence booms, and 
the Devils have it in spades right now. Vitek Vanecek has 
allowed three goals in his past three starts, Mackenzie 
Blackwood has given up two or fewer in four of his past five, 
and the Devils have won seven of the eight games, including 
four in a row. They're averaging 39.1 shots on goal per game 
and 21.8 against for the best differential in the NHL. And 
forward Jesper Bratt looks like a star with at least one point 
in all 10 games. They're way better than I thought they'd be 
and if the goaltending holds up, I think it's sustainable." -- 
Dan Rosen, senior writer 

7. CALGARY FLAMES (5-3-0) 

Total points: 117 
Last week: No. 3 
"Two straight losses pushed the Flames down my Super 16 
to No. 6. I had them at No. 1 last week. Maybe I'm a harsh 
grader. Either way, I expected them to be somewhere 
between one and six in the Super 16 throughout the season, 
so the fact I had them at each spot the past two weeks 
means it's about right where they are. Although I do think No. 
7 is a tad low, it's still a fine place for the Flames, who have 
some impressive wins including against the Golden Knights, 
Hurricanes and Oilers, three teams ranked ahead of them. 
But sample sizes are small, so there is an instability about 
this Super 16, and when you lose to Edmonton and then give 
away a 4-2 lead in the third period to the Seattle Kraken and 
lose 5-4, you will drop. The Flames did, but some wins in the 
next week, particularly with a back-to-back set against New 
Jersey, will push them right back up." -- Rosen 

8. DALLAS STARS (6-3-1) 

Total points: 108 
Last week: No. 8 
"The Stars enter Thursday first in the Central Division and 
are definitely off to a better start to the season than I thought. 

Playing in arguably the toughest division, which got five 
teams into the Stanley Cup Playoffs last season, I had them 
as likely in again this season but was unsure how long it 
would take before they adjusted to new coach Peter DeBoer. 
It hasn't taken long at all. They have a plus-10 goal 
differential and rank in the top 10 on the power play and 
penalty kill. They've locked in down defensively, have seven 
players with at least three goals, and have a Vezina Trophy 
candidate in Jake Oettinger." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

9. BUFFALO SABRES (7-3-0) 

Total points: 96 
Last week: No. 11 
"I thought the Sabres had a chance at being a playoff 
contender if a few things broke right. They would need their 
top forwards who stepped up last season to keep scoring, 
their young defensemen to keep progressing, and strong 
goaltending from Craig Anderson. Well, Tage Thompson, 
Alex Tuch and Victor Olofsson each scored in a 6-3 win 
against the Penguins on Wednesday and are on pace to 
smash their previous NHL highs (38 for Thompson, 20 for 
Tuch, 20 for Olofsson). Rasmus Dahlin started the season 
with goals in five straight games and is an early contender 
for the Norris Trophy given to the best defensemen in the 
NHL. Anderson, 41, and Eric Comrie have provided top-10 
goaltending. The Sabres have been fun to watch develop 
since Don Granato took over as coach last season, and it 
should be interesting to see how they handle this level of 
success as the season goes on." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy 
managing editor 

10. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (6-4-0) 

Total points: 95 
Last week: No. 14 
"The Lightning have been one of the more puzzling teams in 
the early going. They struggled out of the gate but finished 
October looking more like their old selves with consecutive 
wins at the Anaheim Ducks and San Jose Sharks and 
opened November with a 4-3 victory against the Ottawa 
Senators. Given their recent history heading into the season, 
I certainly thought I'd have them ranked higher than No. 12 
at this stage and that they would finish in the Super 16 this 
week better than No. 10, but I can't imagine goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy won't get better as things progress (.902 save 
percentage after seven starts). As he goes, so too will 
Tampa Bay." -- Brian Compton, managing editor 

11. COLORADO AVALANCHE (4-4-1) 

Total points: 69 
Last week: No. 4 
"Truth be told, if these rankings were based primarily on the 
standings, the Avalanche with their .500 record after nine 
games would not even qualify to be in the Super 16. But the 
benefit of the doubt associated with being defending Stanley 
Cup champions is obviously quite substantial, given that 
barely three weeks ago we all ranked them in the top three. 
To be fair, four of their five losses have come by one goal, 
and none have been by more than two. Still, are the 
Avalanche ranked much, much lower than I thought they 
would be with 10 percent of the regular season behind them? 
Duh! Of course they are. But early on with each game 
carrying so much weight, both the standings and these 
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rankings are extremely volatile. As teams settle into the 
season, I'm willing to bet we are going to see Colorado a lot 
higher in both within a few weeks." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff 
writer 

12. FLORIDA PANTHERS (5-4-1) 

Total points: 61 
Last week: No. 6 
"I thought I would have the Panthers ranked higher than No. 
7 at this point in the season, but they've been mediocre. 
They're fourth in the Atlantic Division, which is likely why my 
colleagues felt they belonged further down the list and why 
they landed in this spot at No. 13. The addition of forwards 
Matthew Tkachuk and Colin White, veteran depth 
defenseman Marc Staal and the goalie tandem of Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight, had me believing. The injury 
to defenseman Aaron Ekblad (lower body) certainly hurts, 
but I think the players in the lineup still haven't taken to heart 
coach Paul Maurice's notion in the preseason that Florida 
needs to believe they've earned the right to be among the 
elite. I feel the best is yet to come once they lock down the 
details and believe they belong ... and get healthy." -- Mike 
G. Morreale, staff writer 

13. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (5-3-2) 

Total points: 57 
Last week: No. 13 
"Anybody who tells you they thought the Flyers would be in 
the Super 16 at this point in the season, or really at any point 
in the season, is flat-out lying, especially considering 
forwards Sean Couturier (back), James van Riemsdyk 
(finger) and Cam Atkinson (upper body) are injured. But here 
are the Flyers, No. 12 this week and 14th in my own Super 
16 rankings. Why? Carter Hart. The goalie has been 
outstanding. He has a 2.10 GAA and .943 save percentage 
in seven starts. The Flyers, not surprisingly, are 5-0-2 when 
he has played. They had zero business being in the game 
against the Rangers at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday, 
but Hart made 35 saves and got them a point in a 1-0 
overtime loss. Great goaltending can mask a lot of flaws. The 
Flyers have them. They're not offensive enough. They 
struggle to make plays in the defensive zone. I don't think 
what they're doing is sustainable but they have Hart, so who 
knows?" -- Rosen 

14. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (6-4-0) 

Total points: 56 
Last week: Unranked 
"I think we all expected more out of the Islanders last season 
after making it to the third round of the playoffs in 2020 and 
2021. So when they missed the playoffs last season, I wasn't 
sure what to make of them. Then they started 2-4-0 this 
season. But since that point, the Islanders have picked up 
the pace. They've won four straight games against some 
serious competition, the Rangers, Hurricanes, Avalanche 
and Chicago Blackhawks, led by Brock Nelson, who has 11 
points (four goals, seven assists) in 10 games, with all four 
goals coming in the past three. I'm still not 100 percent 
convinced with the Islanders, but they've done enough to 
enter my Super 16, at No. 14." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff 
writer 

15. WINNIPEG JETS (5-3-1) 

Total points: 40 
Last week: Unranked 
"I was unsure what to expect of the Jets heading into the 
season following the hiring of coach Rick Bowness, the 
decision to strip Blake Wheeler of the captaincy and a kind of 
quiet offseason when their lone significant roster addition 
was signing goalie David Rittich to back up Connor 
Hellebuyck. It's been a challenging first few weeks too, with 
forward Nikolaj Ehlers missing all but the first two games with 
a lower-body injury and Bowness being unable to coach 
following a bout with COVID-19. So, I've been impressed 
that Winnipeg has been able grind out a 5-3-1 start, including 
3-0-1 in its past four games. Hellebuyck has played a big role 
in that (4-2-1, 2.41 GAA, .931 save percentage, one shutout) 
with a hand from defenseman Josh Morrissey (eight assists), 
forwards Mark Scheifele (six goals), Wheeler (two goals, five 
assists) and Co. The Jets climbing into the back end of the 
Super 16 maybe is a little surprising at this point in the 
season, but mostly because they were kind of an unknown 
entity." -- Gulitti   

16. MINNESOTA WILD (5-4-1) 

Total points: 20 
Last week: Unranked 
"I feel the Wild should be higher in the poll at this point in the 
season, but after starting 1-3-1 and being outscored 27-19, 
they've appeared to be gaining the traction we thought would 
be evident much earlier. Minnesota is third in the Central 
after going 4-1-0 over its past five games despite injuries to 
forwards Brandon Duhaime (upper body), Jordan Greenway 
(upper body), Marcus Foligno (upper body) and Ryan 
Hartman (upper body). Goalie Marc-Andre Fleury has been a 
catalyst of late, going 4-0-0 with a 1.72 GAA and .940 save 
percentage in his past four starts. Additionally, forwards Joel 
Eriksson Ek has six points (two goals, four assists) and Kirill 
Kaprizov has five points (four goals, one assist) in the past 
five games." -- Morreale 
Others receiving points: Pittsburgh Penguins 16, Washington 
Capitals 10, Toronto Maple Leafs 9, Los Angeles Kings 9, 
Seattle Kraken 7, Detroit Red Wings 4, St. Louis Blues 1 
Dropped out: Penguins (No. 7), Blues (No. 10), Ottawa 
Senators (No. 12), Maple Leafs (No. 15) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Calgary Flames; 
4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
New Jersey Devils; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Buffalo Sabres; 
12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. New 
York Islanders; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Minnesota Wild 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Buffalo Sabres; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. 
New York Islanders; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. 
Minnesota Wild; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Buffalo Sabres; 7. Philadelphia Flyers; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
New York Rangers; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. Winnipeg Jets; 
12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Detroit Red Wings; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Minnesota Wild 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. New 
Jersey Devils; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Buffalo Sabres; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Washington Capitals 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Colorado Avalanche; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. Dallas Stars; 
9. New Jersey Devils; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. Buffalo 
Sabres; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Winnipeg Jets; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Toronto 
Maple Leafs 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Edmonton Oilers; 7. New Jersey Devils; 8. New York 
Islanders; 9. Calgary Flames; 10. Buffalo Sabres; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
14. Washington Capitals; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Los Angeles 
Kings; 12. Buffalo Sabres; 13. Philadelphia Flyers; 14. New 
Jersey Devils; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Minnesota Wild 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Buffalo Sabres; 9. 

Colorado Avalanche; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Calgary 
Flames; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Philadelphia Flyers; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Edmonton Oilers; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Calgary 
Flames; 9. Florida Panthers; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New Jersey Devils; 14. 
Buffalo Sabres; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. St. Louis Blues 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. New York Islanders; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Buffalo Sabres; 11. Minnesota 
Wild; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Winnipeg Jets 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Calgary Flames; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. New Jersey Devils; 
9. Buffalo Sabres; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Dallas 
Stars; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 15. Winnipeg Jets; 16. Seattle Kraken 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Edmonton Oilers; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Buffalo Sabres; 10. Calgary Flames; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Winnipeg Jets; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Florida Panthers; 15. Colorado Avalanche; 16. Toronto 
Maple Leafs 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Edmonton 
Oilers; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Buffalo Sabres; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. Dallas Stars; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. New Jersey 
Devils; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Florida Panthers; 14. 
Winnipeg Jets; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Seattle Kraken 

 
 

 

NHL Tampa Bay Lightning take on Carolina Hurricanes 

By Jessica Grobstick 
After a shootout win, Hurricanes will face Lightning 
Carolina Hurricanes (6-2-1, third in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (6-4-0, third in the Atlantic Division) 
Tampa, Florida; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the Tampa 
Bay Lightning after the Hurricanes took down the 
Washington Capitals 3-2 in a shootout. 
Tampa Bay went 51-23-8 overall and 35-10-7 at home a 
season ago. The Lightning scored 285 total goals a season 
ago, averaging 3.5 per game on 30.9 shots per game. 

Carolina went 54-20-8 overall and 25-18-4 in road games a 
season ago. The Hurricanes scored 277 total goals last 
season (3.4 per game on 34.1 shots per game). 
INJURIES: Lightning: Zach Bogosian: out (shoulder), Victor 
Hedman: day to day (undisclosed), Anthony Cirelli: out 
(shoulder). 
Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), Ondrej Kase: out 
(concussion), Derek Stepan: day to day (upper-body), Jake 
Gardiner: out (hip/back), Calvin de Haan: day to day 
(undisclosed), Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Max 
Pacioretty: out (achilles).
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Hurricanes Trying to Find Special Teams Consistency 

By Brandon Stanley 
There are certainly worse ways to start the season than with 
a 6-2-1 record, sitting atop the Metropolitan Division with a 
slim lead over the surprising New Jersey Devils in the (very) 
early going. When being critical of anything at this juncture, it 
should always be taken with a grain of salt, but that’s 
especially true when the team is still finding that level of 
success. However, as the first month of the NHL season 
comes to an end, there are some clear areas where the 
Carolina Hurricanes could use improvement; areas that will 
be paramount if the team wants to find more postseason 
success this spring than they have the last few seasons. 
The topic that sits front and center today is special teams. 
Through about one-ninth of the season, the Hurricanes have 
the NHL’s 24th-best power play at 17.1 percent, and the 
16th-best penalty kill at 79.4 percent. A little of this could turn 
out to be a small sample of unluckiness, but that doesn’t 
mean there isn’t legitimate cause for concern – especially 
where the man advantage is concerned. So, today, we’ll dive 
into what is currently ailing those two units, and what could 
be done moving forward to rectify it. 

Penalty Kill Still Figuring It Out, but the Personnel Is Still 
There 

When it comes to the penalty kill, there is plenty of reason for 
optimism. Especially when compared to the power play, it 
simply feels like the players on the units are just a little slow 
to get back into the swing of their ultra-aggressive system, 
and some natural growing pains are occurring as they work 
out the early-season kinks. Nonetheless, this is the same 
unit that was far and away the best in the NHL last season at 
88 percent, returning mostly intact from last season (with the 
exception of adding Brent Burns, who was a key piece of the 

San Jose Sharks’ second-ranked unit in 2021-22). The 
departed Vincent Trocheck was an important shorthanded 
piece, but between Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho, and Paul 
Stastny, there are plenty of viable veteran centers that ought 
to be able to replicate his production. 
However, after allowing a power play goal in six of the last 
seven games – and the lone exception being a 6-2 loss in 
which they only took one penalty – the unit is clearly 
struggling right now. One of the biggest culprits is bad 
turnovers when the team has a chance to clear. In fact, that 
particular trend of bad turnovers coming out of their own end 
on the breakout has shown up both at even strength and 
while killing penalties. Quick counterattacks off of these, 
while the rest of the team is headed up ice, is a pretty good 
way to allow high-danger chances. The Hurricanes need to 
be significantly stronger on the pucks and make sure they’re 
finding an open lane before trying to clear the zone. 
Another moderately concerning trend is the play of the 
goaltenders. I would stop short of saying the Hurricanes’ 
tandem has been flat-out bad, but there are times the 
Hurricanes could have used a save or two they didn’t get. 
Granted, the team is still 6-2-1, so they’ve gotten enough 
saves to win pretty much every night. Especially on the 
penalty kill, though, a situation in which you often need your 
goaltender to be your best killer, there have been a handful 
of goals this season that Frederik Andersen in particular 
would likely want back. The Danish backstop has struggled 
to come up with saves while down a man, with five goals on 
15 shots so far, via Natural Stat Trick. Amongst goalies who 
have seen at least 10 shots while shorthanded, only Petr 
Mrazek has a worse save percentage (SV%). 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Devils Come Storming Back to the Top 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. New Jersey Devils: 14 Points (7-3-0) 

The Devils had a rocky start, losing their first two games of 
the season, however, heading into Tuesday’s game against 
the Vancouver Canucks, the Devils are the hottest team in 
the league having won five of their last six games.  
These wins include a shutout win against the Colorado 
Avalanche and a blowout 7-1 win against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. They are proving that they can win different ways 
and against good and bad opponents.  
The Devils have been powered by their incredible 62.5 Corsi 
For Percentage, which is the top in the league. They lead the 
league in shots for per game (39.3) and shots against per 
game (21.7). Their 73.39% high danger chances also leads 
the league. They are doing this in spite of having the second 
worst even strength goaltending with their goalies ranking 
32nd and 60th in the league in save percentage at all 
strengths.  

2. New York Rangers: 14 Points (6-3-2) 

Artemi Panarin was named the NHL’s third star of the month 
for October with five goals and 16 points in just 10 games 
played. He was tied for the third most points in the NHL and 
was second in assists in that timeframe, with seven of those 
assists coming on the power play.  
The Rangers 38 scoring chances on the man advantage are 
the third most in the league and they are scoring at a 23% 
rate which equates to nine goals on the man advantage. This 
is just two less than the league leading Edmonton Oilers who 
have 11. 
Chris Kreider also scored his fourth goal of the season last 
night in an overtime win against the Flyers. This was 
Kreider’s first game winning goal of the season. Kreider’s 8.8 
shooting percentage is down from his career high of 20.2 
which he set last year on his crazy, breakout season. A huge 
part of the Rangers’ success last season was Kreider’s goal 
scoring abilities which saw him net 52 goals. This was the 
first time he scored more than 28 goals in a season. It seems 
like he is on a pace to score around 32 and not his career 
high 52 last season.  

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 13 Points (6-2-1) 

After the Carolina Hurricanes started the season with three 
very impressive wins, they have regressed a bit. Over their 
last six games the Canes have had a record of 3-2-1 with 
both of their division wins coming in overtime. While it’s great 
to get two points, the Canes still gave loser points to two of 
their division rivals in the Washington Capitals and 
Philadelphia Flyers. Neither of those teams have impressive 
rosters with the Caps having been without four of their top 
players. 

The Canes needed breakout seasons from Andrei 
Svechnikov and Martin Necas to hit the next level and so far 
the pair has delivered. However, their breakout seasons are 
the only reason that the Canes have been hanging onto 
games. They have combined for 13 goals and 23 total points, 
with Necas leading all Canes in points. While Sebastian Aho 
still has four goals and six assists for 10 total points, the rest 
of the top line has not been performing. 
Teuvo Teravainen has largely struggled this season to make 
an impact on the scoresheet. Through nine games he has 
just three assists and zero goals. Seth Jarvis, who looked 
poised to break out after scoring the Canes’ first goal of the 
season also only has three points.  
Since October 20th, Jarvis and Teravainen have ranked in 
the bottom three of the Canes in goals for percentage, 
33.33% and 37.5% respectively. In addition the top line also 
takes up the bottom three spots on the Canes in Corsi For 
Percentage. 

4. Philadelphia Flyers: 12 Points (5-2-2) 

The Flyers have started the last three seasons with a 5-2-1 
record, so it should be no surprise that the Flyers hit that 
mark after eight games this season. It’s also no surprise that 
the Flyers’ underlying stats aren’t great. Their 39% Corsi is 
the worst in the league and their 39.64% goals for both rank 
in the bottom two of the league. Simply put, like other years 
the Flyers performances aren’t sustainable. 
The sole reason the Flyers are in any games is due to the 
big performances of goaltender Carter Hart, whose 0.938 
save percentage ranks in the top five of the league for 
goalies who have played over 5 games.  

5. New York Islanders: 12 Points (6-4-0) 

The New York Islanders have been able to right the ship 
after a slow start. Since starting 2-4-0, the Isles have now 
rattled off four straight wins to improve to 6-4-0. Thee of their 
last four wins came against high quality opponents in the 
Carolina Hurricanes, New York Rangers, and Colorado 
Avalanche. This hasn’t been a fluky stretch. Brock Nelson 
kicked it into overdrive last week with three combined goals 
against the Canes and the Aves.  
Surprising for the Islanders with their new found success is 
that their star player, Matthew Barzal, has yet to score this 
year. He does have 10 points though, all of which are 
assists. This is good enough to rank him in the top six in the 
NHL for helpers. One of the best “awards” in the NHL is the 
Cy Young which goes to the player with the most goals and 
least assists, which makes their stat line look like a great 
MLB pitcher. The 0-10 means he’s nowhere close for the 
fake award, but his linemates are going to love the next 
contract they get with that kind of playmaking. 
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6. Washington Capitals: 12 Points (5-4-2) 

The Washington Capitals have lost another key piece for 
their team. T.J. Oshie will be out indefinitely with a lower-
body injury he sustained in a game against the Nashville 
Predators on Saturday. There is no timetable for his return. 
Prospect Connor McMichael has filled in for Oshie taking his 
role and minutes in the last two games. This is a big 
opportunity for the prospect who has now played in 72 career 
games with nine goals and nine assists. His biggest issue 
has been a lack of opportunity, think Martin Necas playing on 
the bottom line as opposed to top six, where his skill can 
blossom. 
While John Carlson didn’t play in the back-to-back on 
Monday and Tuesday, he is still listed as day-to-day. That’s 
the best injury news they have gotten so far this season. He 
should be able to return later this week or early next week. 
But back on tougher news, forward Conner Brown had 
successful surgery on a torn ACL which means he will also 
be out 6-8 months. The Caps traded a second-round pick to 
the Ottawa Senators for him in the offseason to help bolster 
a depleted top six.  

7. Pittsburgh Penguins: 10 Points (4-4-2) 

The Penguins were on top of the division this time last week, 
but now find themselves towards the bottom of the standings 
due to going on a four-game losing streak. The four-game 
road trip also included losses to the Seattle Kraken and the 
league-worst Vancouver Canucks. Now Jeff Carter is being 

evaluated for a lower-body injury after leaving Saturday’s 
game just four minutes in. Kris Letang also missed last 
night’s game with an illness. The Penguins ended up giving 
up a 5-3 lead in the third to lose in OT against the surging 
Bruins. 
The Penguins special teams has left a lot to be desired. 
Their 71% penalty kill is bottom five in the league and their 
22.9% powerplay ranks just 15th. In the last three games the 
offense has completely dried up which has seen them 
average just one goal for per game. When the offense has 
dried up, it hurts when you can’t get a cheap one on the 
power play or end up giving one up while shorthanded.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 9 Points (3-7-0) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets head off to play in Finland this 
week against the Colorado Avalanche for two games on 
Friday and Saturday. The Blue Jackets head there as the 
last place team in the East with just six points through 10 
games. They have now lost three straight games and have 
only mustered four goals combined through those games. 
This could be a great chance for the Blue Jackets to hit reset 
with just these two games in just under two-weeks time. 
The Blue Jackets are the only team that has yet to score on 
the powerplay. They are currently 0-26 and have let up two 
shorthanded goals, which means they have a negative net 
power play percentage. This is even with the early return of 
Patrik Laine who sprained his elbow and missed six games. 
Since his return on the 25th, he has yet to record a point.  
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Canes Takeaways: October’s rollercoaster of performances for Carolina 

By Sam Overton 
The Carolina Hurricanes kicked off the regular season on 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, following a promising preseason 
performance. With hockey back in full swing across the 
country, the Canes traveled far and wide — with varying 
degrees of success. Here are a few takeaways from 
October’s schedule. 
Ups and downs out west 
Unlike last year, a 9-0 start to the season just wasn’t in the 
cards for Carolina. After facing a slew of late-night matches 
on the West Coast, the Hurricanes returned to Raleigh on 
Oct. 28 with a 4-1-1 record. 
Granted, the competition was a little all over the place. The 
San Jose Sharks (3-8-1) aren’t exactly the team to beat this 
season, especially after giving up star defenseman Brent 
Burns to the Canes. That being said, Edmonton and Calgary 
— who faced each other in the Stanley Cup quarterfinals 
earlier this year — handed Carolina their first two losses. 
Thankfully, Caniacs won’t have to stay up for another 10:30 
p.m. puck drop until Dec. 3. 
Svechnikov scores! 
Despite a 6-4 loss to the Edmonton Oilers Oct. 21, right wing 
Andrei Svechnikov made headlines with his first hat trick of 
the season, sparking an ongoing hot streak for the 22-year-
old. 
Svechnikov is now in a four-way tie for third in goals scored 
this season across the NHL. Svechnikov boosts the 
Hurricanes’ somewhat-lacking defense and serves as a 
much-needed leader on and off the ice — especially when 
paired alongside center Martin Necas, who leads Carolina in 
points. 
Looking ahead, Svechnikov — and the rest of Carolina’s 
offensive squad — will undeniably find some tough 
competition against 2022 Stanley Cup finalists Tampa Bay 
Lightning this Thursday, Nov. 3. 
A rude awakening in Raleigh 

The jet-lagged Hurricanes fell apart in their homecoming 
match, which served as a much-needed wake-up call. 
Shoddy, sluggish plays all around and uneven defensive 
lines led the Canes to a humbling 6-2 defeat against the New 
York Islanders. 
A few critics pointed out that left wing Jordan Martinook’s 
vault into the top line may have been a contributing factor. 
Martinook, who was placed on waivers Oct. 7, isn’t exactly 
the hard-hitting offensive presence you’d expect alongside 
Svechnikov and star center Sebastian Aho. 
That being said, Martinook’s appearance counts for a lot 
more than just skill on the ice. His dynamic relationship with 
the rest of the team goes beyond general productivity, and 
his cries of “Mista Svechnikov!” and general good-
naturedness has made him a fan favorite in recent years. 
Personally, I don’t mind seeing him alongside two of 
Carolina’s top scorers, even if the outcome isn’t always 
favorable. 
Andersen treats Canes to Halloween win despite defensive 
struggles 
It wouldn’t be Canes hockey without a true barn-burner on 
the spookiest day of the year. On Oct. 31, Svechnikov and 
goaltender Freddie Andersen led the Hurricanes to a 3-2 
shootout win over the Washington Capitals. 
Despite a second-period slump and a scoreless third period, 
Andersen stepped up in the nail-biting final minutes. Burns 
and Svechnikov scored for Carolina, while Washington 
center Evgeny Kuznetsov was the only member of the 
Capitals to put anything past Andersen. 
Although the offensive line has outperformed the Hurricanes’ 
defensive lines considerably over the past few weeks, 
Svechnikov and Aho’s prowess will undeniably be put to the 
test this upcoming Thursday against Tampa Bay goaltender 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. Beyond that, a hotheaded match against 
the top-ranked Boston Bruins on Black Friday should be well 
worth tuning into.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article268130747.html 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-3/c-337124728 
https://www.cbsnews.com/tampa/news/nhl-tampa-bay-lightning-take-on-carolina-hurricanes/ 

https://thehockeywriters.com/carolina-hurricanes-need-special-teams-consistency/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/2/23436156/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-devils-come-storming-back-to-the-top-

hurricanes-rangers 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-takeaways-october-s-rollercoaster-of-performances-for-carolina/article_5b46fba6-5b17-

11ed-853e-4351de80a5bd.html 
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Jordan Martinook, the Hurricanes’ fixer, goes from waivers to workhorse 

 

Cory Lavalette 

 

In just over three weeks, Jordan Martinook went from being on waivers to 
filling in on the Hurricanes’ top line. 

With Carolina’s first line sputtering against the Flyers on Saturday, coach 
Rod Brind’Amour flipped Martinook with Teuvo Teravainen to try and 
create a spark. 

There are probably a hundred names for someone like Martinook: 
grinder, energy player, glue guy. For Brind’Amour, Martinook is his fixer. 

“He’s one of the most high-energy guys in the NHL,” Brind’Amour said. 
“His pace, every time he’s out there, you see it, you notice it. He’s hard to 
play against. And so you put that on a line that maybe doesn’t quite have 
it going, and all of a sudden it changes the dynamic.” 

But as 2 p.m. approached on Oct. 8, neither Martinook nor the 
Hurricanes were positive that the 30-year-old would even be with the 
team for the 2022-23 season. With defenseman Jake Gardiner headed to 
long-term injured reserve for the season, Carolina had to maximize its 
cap space for the season by having its season-opening roster be as 
close to its LTIR cap maximum of $86.55 million as possible. 

That meant temporarily burying a player in the minors whose salary 
would still cost some against the NHL cap, and the decision came down 
to two players: Martinook and defenseman Ethan Bear. 

Martinook is an alternate captain whose arrival in Raleigh coincided with 
Brind’Amour taking over as coach. He was part of the cultural turnaround 
that Brind’Amour preached, raising expectations for a franchise that had 
wallowed in mediocrity for close to a decade. 

Bear had fallen out of favor with the Hurricanes and was on the trade 
block for months. Still, there’s always an interest in right-handed 
defensemen around the NHL, and putting Bear on waivers meant risking 
losing him for nothing. 

Martinook, meanwhile, carries a $1.8 million cap hit and makes that 
much this season. But in 2023-24, the final season of his three-year deal, 
he will be paid $2.7 million. 

So, the Hurricanes took a calculated risk. They put Martinook on waivers 
on Oct. 7, figuring that his $1.8 million cap hit was too steep for cap-
strapped contenders and that the $4.5 million he is owed the next two 
seasons would prove too pricey for budget teams. 

The team — and Martinook — had to wait 24 hours to see if it would 
work. 

“We had a little get-together that night with the team and I had planned 
the whole thing,” Martinook said of the Halloween party the team held 
Oct. 7. “Yeah, it was definitely hard.” 

The decision also rattled his teammates, though the mischievous 
Martinook still used the moment to torment them a little. 

“I was a little bit late to the party, like five minutes late,” Andrei 
Svechnikov said. “And he called me and he’s like, ‘Hey, I gotta go to the 
plane. Someone pick me up.’ And in those five minutes I was so sad. I 
didn’t know what to say. I was so sad. 

“And then whenever I (arrived) he’s like, ‘I’m messing with you.’ So it was 
kind of a funny moment.” 

That didn’t change the reality of the situation. While Martinook’s career 
numbers aren’t eye-popping — 55 goals and 135 points in 486 regular-
season games — he’s the type of player every team needs, the 
aforementioned glue guy. 

“We were all crossing our fingers and hoping nothing crazy happened,” 
captain Jordan Staal said. “It was an unfortunate situation. He’s a player 
that we clearly want in the room.” 

Jesper Fast echoed Staal’s sentiments. 

“He’s been an unreal teammate ever since I got here,” Fast said. “He’s 
such a good guy in the locker room and he always puts the team first. So 
of course you want a guy like that.” 

Martinook also had talks with his agent, who checked around the league 
to see if his client was headed to a new team. 

“I was like, ‘I don’t want to go anywhere,’ and he said, ‘I just got to kind of 
see what’s out there, see what people are thinking,’” Martinook said of 
talking with his agent. 

Martinook — dressed as Nickelback’s Chad Kroeger while wife Courtney 
dressed as, well, her husband — made it through the party, the night and 
all the way to 2 p.m. on Oct. 8. 

It worked — Martinook made it through waivers. 

“We were pretty confident, the way it was explained to me, that he wasn’t 
going anywhere,” Brind’Amour said after the dust settled. “He’s expected 
to be in the starting lineup.” 

The Hurricanes worked some cap gymnastics, making a paper move to 
assign Martinook to the AHL before the NHL’s roster deadline. He was 
then quickly called back up a day later and, as Brind’Amour said, was on 
the ice for opening night. 

“It was a risky decision, but I’m glad it paid off,” Staal said. 

Martinook had an assist on opening night and capped the scoring in a 5-
1 win in Seattle in Carolina’s third game of the season. Two days later, 
he was moved to Staal’s wing opposite Fast after the third line, originally 
with newcomer Paul Stastny, struggled to start the season. 

After a couple of games, things clicked. In the Hurricanes’ first game 
back at PNC Arena after their West Coast road trip, the line was the only 
positive in an otherwise dismal loss to the Islanders. 

“He works hard,” Fast said of Martinook “fixing” the Staal line. “He makes 
it easy to read — you know where he’s going, you know what he’s doing 
out there. And so I appreciate playing with him. 

“He always goes balls-out, so I like having a line like that.” 
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Staal agreed. 

“Marty’s a lot of fun to play with,” the captain said. “He’s a very simple 
player, which is kind of my style too. It’s kind of moving the puck forward 
and mucking up in the offensive zone and creating our offense that way. 

“He brings such a speed to the game and an element that is always nice 
to have — hard on the forecheck and all those things we want our line to 
be.” 

There was also a reminder of why Martinook went on waivers in the first 
place. Bear was traded to the Canucks just before the game against the 
Islanders, heading to Vancouver along with minor leaguer Lane 
Pederson for a 2023 fifth-round draft pick. 

Also that night, Brind’Amour looked to Martinook to spark another line, 
putting him in Teravainen’s spot in an attempt to get the top line, 
centered by Sebastian Aho, moving in the right direction. 

“Sometimes we get a little too cute, and I think he might like that I’m just 
direct and get pucks in and go work,” Martinook said of Brind’Amour 
using him as kindling for a barely smoldering line. “If we’re kind of trying 
to Globetrotter it up, he knows he can just put up the blocker and I’ll try 
and straighten it out.” 

Martinook has built plenty of goodwill with fans, from his touching 
relationship with Emma Izzo, a teenager with Down syndrome, to his 
pregame banshee screams of “Mista Svechnikov!” at his Russian 
teammate. 

MISTA SVECHNIKOV pic.twitter.com/vxWd7SgJOC 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) July 29, 2020 

But there’s something about Martinook playing in the top six that sets 
social media ablaze. Mention of it made Brind’Amour’s eyes burn red. 

“They don’t know what they’re talking about,” the coach said of critics. “If 
that’s what they’re saying, they have zero knowledge of hockey because 
the only reason he’s there is because somebody’s not doing their job.” 

And while Martinook may not pile up points in those bigger roles, 
Brind’Amour says it’s not about what the scoresheet says. 

“Productivity, who cares?” Brind’Amour said. “You’re changing the 
dynamic to get our game going. And it happens literally almost every 
time.” 

There’s truth to it. 

Over the last two seasons, Aho and Seth Jarvis — who Martinook joined 
against the Isles —have a 51.94 percent Corsi For when together. With 
Martinook flanking them, the possession numbers spike to 77.46 percent. 

In fact, Martinook’s overall underlying numbers are otherworldly the past 
three games. At five-on-five, Martinook has an 88.13 percent Corsi For 
playing primarily with Staal and Fast, and the trio has been on the ice for 
three goals for — including Martinook’s second of the year in 
Philadelphia — and none against. 

“I don’t think anything’s really changed,” Martinook said with a shrug. “I 
try and forecheck hard and play strong defensively, and that’s basically 
my game.” 

He also admitted he doesn’t pay much attention to analytics, but even he 
heard about his recent numbers. 

“My brother-in-law actually texted me (Sunday) night because his buddy 
sends him that all the time, and he sent me the one of the last two 
games,” Martinook said of the games against the Islanders and Flyers. “It 
was funny. He’s just like, ‘It’s the first time I’ve ever seen you at the top of 
this list.’ 

“I feel like for the last few games I’m really playing well, and I guess the 
analytics sort of prove it. So maybe they do mean something.” 

And he means something to the Hurricanes, more than numbers can 
quantify. 

“On and off of the ice, he’s a big part of this group,” Staal said. “But he’s 
stepped up his game on the ice even more and pushed our bottom six to 
be even better.” 

The recipient of Martinook’s game-day siren song described it more 
succinctly. 

“He’s a big part of the team,” Svechnikov said, “and he’s our guy.” 
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Senators’ Mathieu Joseph a thorn to Lightning in his return to Tampa 

 

Eduardo A. Encina 

 

TAMPA — Outside the Lightning locker room late Tuesday night 
following Tampa Bay’s 4-3 win over Ottawa, Senators forward Mathieu 
Joseph caught up with his former teammates. The circle grew quickly, 
offering a glimpse into the popularity Joseph enjoyed when he wore a 
Tampa Bay sweater. 

In his first game at Amalie Arena as an opponent since the trade-
deadline deal in March that sent him to the Senators to acquire center 
Nick Paul, Joseph was one of the most impactful players on the ice. 

More than 16 minutes of Lightning power-play time forced Joseph into 
extra ice time, and he made a huge contribution in the penalty-killing role 
he was first groomed to play last season when the Lightning lost three of 
their penalty-killing forwards. 

A problematic night for the Lightning power play, which went 1-for-8, was 
exacerbated by Joseph’s tenacity. 

He forced a turnover on a Tampa Bay 5-on-3 power play, then outraced 
Steven Stamkos to the loose puck to create a breakaway before beating 
Andrei Vasilevskiy for a go-ahead goal in the second period. Later in the 
period, Joseph — who logged 6:47 of his 17:26 on the penalty kill — tied 
up Mikhail Sergachev, drawing a hooking call on the defenseman to take 
the Lightning off the man-advantage. 

“It’s always nice to help your team win,” Joseph said. “I thought the guys 
on the penalty kill did a hell of a job (Tuesday). And I thought it was well-
deserved to have a goal, whether it was me or another guy. We deserved 
a little better out there. The guys sacrificed their bodies. It’s rewarding, 
and it’s always fun to score here.” 

When the Lightning tested Joseph on the penalty kill last season, he 
formed quick chemistry with Pierre-Edouard Bellemare as the top 
penalty-killing forward pair. Joseph’s speed was an X-factor, and he 
created numerous shorthanded breakaways, though he struggled to 
finish them off. 

“We kind of joked when I saw him just before I walked in here,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. “He’d been snake-bit on some of the 
breakaways he had with us, and so to see him score, we had a good 
chuckle about that. But Joe’s grown as a player, too. You get put in some 
of these situations he’s put in and, hopefully he grew as a player here 
and now he’s growing as a player in Ottawa. I thought he had a great 
game (Tuesday).” 

At 25, Joseph’s role has changed. With the Lightning, he gave way to an 
established group of veteran players. Now, he brings a championship 
pedigree to a Senators team that’s one of the league’s youngest and has 
moved into more of a leadership role. 
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During a first-period break in play, Joseph watched a tribute video on the 
arena board showing game highlights and him twice lifting the Stanley 
Cup. He was greeted with a loud ovation from the crowd and came off 
the bench to acknowledge the fans, tapping his heart and lifting his stick. 

“Definitely special,” Joseph said. “Great memories in this building, and I 
always loved playing in front of these fans. They welcomed me so well. I 
came in as a kid, as a 21-, 20-year-old, and left kind of as a man. For me, 
it’s been a hell of a journey. Obviously, I can’t thank them enough for 
what they did over the years and Tampa, the organization, for doing that. 
I think it was awesome.” 

The Lightning have shown many of those tribute videos over the past two 
seasons as pieces of their championship teams went elsewhere. 

The organization liked Joseph and the way he was growing as a player, 
but cap restrictions likely would have prevented him from getting a 
contract offer this past offseason. So, they saw him essentially as a 
pending free agent. It worked out for Tampa Bay, as Paul emerged as a 
top-six forward down the stretch and in the playoffs, and the team 
extended him for seven seasons. 

“It’s really tough to watch, because you go through the wars with guys 
and then see him on the (video) board and then playing for somebody 
else,” Cooper said. “They’re always tough, because we’ve had a pretty 
close group here and we’ve had so many departures in the last couple 
years. But to get the video tribute, it means you’ve had a positive impact 
on the organization, and that’s always a good thing.” 
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Observations: Sabres roar back from two-goal deficit to win third straight 

 

Lance Lysowski 

 

Victor Olofsson was ready. 

With the Sabres down a goal in the third period, Olofsson pulled back his 
left-handed stick and waited in case the puck made it to his spot in the 
right faceoff circle. 

Owen Power, the youngest player on the youngest team in the NHL, 
froze the Pittsburgh Penguins and their goalie, Casey DeSmith, with a 
fake shot before sending the puck over to Olofsson. 

All DeSmith could do was flail his glove to his left as the puck hit the back 
of the Penguins' net. The goal, Olofsson’s seventh of the season, 
seemed to demoralize the oldest team in the NHL on the second game of 
its back-to-back. 

"Incredible pass," boasted Olofsson. "I just had to hit the net." 

Suddenly, the Penguins looked tired. And the Sabres’ surge continued, 
punctuated by Alex Tuch burying a 2-on-1 pass from Tage Thompson for 
their first lead Wednesday night in KeyBank Center. 

The Sabres didn’t relent, continuing to attack offensively until a 6-3 
victory was secured. They extended their win streak to three games with 
a comeback that began on a JJ Peterka goal and continued in the third 
period when Thompson added his seventh of the season with a one-
timer on the power play. 

"It showed a lot of guts in this room," Tuch said. "It took all of us, 
honestly. ... A lot of guys stepped up in the third period." 

Eric Comrie made 18 saves to earn his second consecutive victory this 
week. Though the Sabres failed to record at least 45 shots on goal for a 
fourth straight game – which would have set an NHL record – they 

finished with 33, including 13 in the third period. Olofsson and Kyle 
Okposo each added an empty-net goal. 

With the win, Buffalo sits second in the Atlantic Division behind the 
Boston Bruins. Only Boston and Vegas have more points in the 
standings than the Sabres. 

This was a new challenge for the Sabres (7-3) only 10 games into the 
season. Their previous wins over Chicago and Detroit were over lesser 
opponents than the one visiting Buffalo on Wednesday. The Penguins (4-
5-2) have several Stanley Cup champions, and everyone on the visitors’ 
side was desperate to end a five-game winless streak that included a 
blown three-goal lead Tuesday against Boston. 

For half the game Wednesday, the Penguins did what few opponents 
have accomplished against the Sabres: They slowed them down. When 
the Sabres earned an odd-man rush or breakaway, they fumbled the 
puck or missed the net. Trying to manufacture chances in the offensive 
zone was also painstaking. 

The Penguins took away the middle of the ice, and the Sabres 
overpassed, looking for the perfect play rather than trying to wear down 
the oldest team in the NHL on the second night of their back-to-back. 

"They were turning it right up on us and getting a lot of odd-man rushes," 
Olofsson said. 

This wasn’t the high-octane, fast-paced offensive display of the Sabres’ 
previous games, like the third-period comeback against Chicago or 
Thompson’s remarkable dominance over Detroit. 

Jason Zucker and Josh Archibald each scored 2-on-1 goals to spot 
Pittsburgh a 2-0 lead. And though the Sabres cut the deficit to one late in 
the second with Peterka’s shot through traffic, Jake Guentzel’s 
breakaway power-play goal eight seconds into the third period made a 
comeback more difficult, putting Buffalo behind two goals once again. 

"We didn’t get down on ourselves," said Tuch. "We didn’t slump down. 
We went out there and tried to respond right away." 

The Sabres' forwards began to swarm the Penguins' defense by getting 
the puck deep into the offensive zone and forechecking. Pittsburgh's 
trouble began with a penalty against a red-hot power play. 

Less than a minute after DeSmith was called for tripping, Thompson 
scored his sixth goal in three games with his shot from the left circle to 
make it 3-2. 

Now reeling, the Penguins were stuck in their own zone when Power 
delivered the pass to Olofsson and the score was tied. Jeff Skinner then 
forced a turnover to begin an odd-man rush that ended when Thompson 
connected with Tuch for the go-ahead goal with 9:26 remaining. 

"A little bit more determination, assertiveness, aggressiveness," Sabres 
coach Don Granato said of the difference in his team during the third 
period. 

The Penguins didn't threaten again. And the Sabres secured the win 
when Zemgus Girgensons beat out an icing call and protected the puck 
from three opponents until help arrived. Girgensons had to dart to the 
bench when his helmet was knocked off. 

Okposo reached the puck right before Girgensons skated off, took 
possession and scored on the empty net. When the celebration 
commenced, Okposo and every other Sabre on the ice pointed to 
Girgensons to credit him for the goal.  

The Sabres now own a league-best, plus-13 goal differential in the third 
period, another sign they're poised and relentless when the game is on 
the line. 

"We're just building confidence here," said Olofsson. 

Here are other observations from the game: 

1. Keeping it up 
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Underlying numbers show Olofsson hasn’t been strong at 5-on-5 to start 
the season, but he's scoring goals. His eight in 10 games lead the 
Sabres, and he's converting on 25% of his shots on goal. He has four 
goals in the last three games, and he's had four multi-goal gamest his 
season. 

 2. More history 

Thompson made history again Tuesday. With his goal 3:21 into the third 
period, he became the first Sabres player since Maxim Afinogenov to 
record 10 or more points in a three-game span. 

Thompson had six goals and five assists against Chicago, Detroit and 
Pittsburgh. Until Tuch's goal, Thompson didn’t have quality opportunities 
at 5-on-5 because the Penguins made a concerted effort to stop him. His 
14 points this season are tied for eight in the NHL. 

The Sabres are getting contributions throughout the lineup. They have 
four players with at least six goals this season: Olofsson (8), Thompson 
(7), Tuch (7) and Dahlin (6). No other NHL team has more than three. 
Buffalo is also averaging 4.3 goals per game, ranked second behind 
Boston (4.4). 

3. Powering up 

Power rarely takes credit for a good performance. He's always quick to 
point out what needs to be fixed in his game. But even he acknowledged 
that Wednesday night was his best showing of the season. 

The 19-year-old totaled two assists, four shots on goal and a plus-3 
rating. His 23:51 of ice time was second on the team behind Rasmus 
Dahlin's 29:25. Dahlin also had a remarkable game with two assists and 
five shots on goal.  

Power's ascent has come at an ideal time for Buffalo, which remains 
without three of its top six defensemen. 

"It was a great game by Owen," said Granato. "Obviously, we’re short D, 
we’re asking him to do a lot more than we should be asking a 19-year-old 
guy to do, and that play to Victor Olofsson was ... I mean, Victor had a 
completely empty net. Completely empty net by virtue of Owen not only 
freezing the goaltender and freezing everything, but making the perfect 
pass right into the wheelhouse of Victor – the velocity perfect, location, 
perfect timing. So that obviously say a lot." 

4. Playing smart 

Never underestimate Girgensons' value to the Sabres. Even as an 
alternate captain, he's not known to say a lot. But he's a smart player 
who works relentlessly to help them win games. 

His effort in the final moments illustrated what he brings in his role as a 
fourth-line energizing force. 

"It's just awesome being able to play with a guy like that, sacrifices his 
body and everything just for the crest," said Tuch. "That means a lot to 
play with a guy like that." 

5. Next 

The Sabres hit the road again for back-to-back games against the 
Carolina Hurricanes and Tampa Bay Lightning on Friday and Saturday, 
respectively. Buffalo’s game in Carolina will stream exclusively on 
ESPN+ and Hulu. 
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Mike Harrington: A year after the trade, Alex Tuch revels in how he fits 
and looks with the surging Sabres 

 

Mike Harrington News Sports Reporter 

 

In the morning and at night, Alex Tuch had it all going on Wednesday. 

He's got the Hollywood stache growing for Movember in honor of men's 
health awareness month. And when Tuch chatted with The Buffalo News 
in advance of the evening's activities against the wobbling Pittsburgh 
Penguins, he was bursting over his white sweatshirt with the Sabres' 
"goathead" and his blue and gold cap with the famous 90s Sabres logo 
charging off of it. 

As the Sabres announce their new reverse retro jerseys, check out the 
sweaters that have been worn by the team over the years. 

It was the Sabres' initial "Reverse Retro" night, and the first time 
Syracuse-area native Tuch got to wear his childhood dream of a logo in 
an NHL game. 

"I love the all white of this one, too. It's pretty cool," Tuch said. "I don't 
think I've ever worn anything like that. To me, the goathead is something 
that's truly special, something I was able to watch and see growing up 
and dreamed one day putting on, and now it's going to happen." 

It's pretty certain Tuch will never forget the first time. He scored what 
proved to be the winning goal, converting a Tage Thompson pass on a 2-
on-1 break after Jeff Skinner sent them away as the Sabres roared back 
with five goals over the final 16 1/2 minutes to stun the Pens, 6-3. 

"I think all the guys are pretty excited about the jerseys. They look pretty 
nice," Thompson said. "But I think 'Tuchie' definitely takes the cake for 
most excited for the jerseys. So it's nice that he got the game-winner." 

"When Tage has the puck in an odd-man situation, you've always got to 
be ready for it," Tuch said. "It was a great play by 'Skinny' and they're 
both unbelievable playmakers. Go to the net, stick on the ice and he 
found me." 

Tuch fits so seamlessly with this team that it feels like he has been 
around for several years. Of course, that's not remotely the case. 

Thursday will mark one year since Tuch learned he had been traded to 
the Sabres through a phone call from Vegas general manager Kelly 
McCrimmon. It took until the morning of Nov. 4, one year ago Friday, for 
the Sabres and Golden Knights to announce the hockey world-shaking 
trade of deposed captain Jack Eichel. (Aside: Thanks for nothing to 
everyone involved for my 4:40 a.m. Pacific Time wakeup that morning in 
Seattle). 

"I got a text from Kelly McCrimmon, and he asked me to call," Tuch 
recalled. "It's a sinking feeling in my gut. Whenever the GM texts you and 
says, 'Call me,' it's probably not a great thing. I called back and he told 
me the news and that was pretty much it. It was actually kind of 
uneventful. There was a lot of phone calls that had to be taken care of 
after that." 

Tuch revealed he had heard the Sabres and Golden Knights were 
actually close to an Eichel deal a week earlier, but nothing happened. I 
had floated Tuch's name in a column way back in mid-July as being a 
good trade target for the Sabres if they worked an Eichel deal with 
Vegas, but it just seemed like the Golden Knights' cap situation would 
make it impossible. Of course, Vegas' use of LTIR allowed it to fit Eichel 
in under its cap when he was activated in February. 

"It feels like I have been here for a while now, right? Definitely doesn't 
feel like only a year," Tuch said. "It feels longer. Then again, looking back 
on it, it also feels like it's been like two seconds. A time-flies-when-you're-
having-fun kind of thing. So it's a little bit of both." 

"The beauty of having almost a team that's brand new is ... every day is 
new and original. He's been a real surge in that," coach Don Granato 
said of Tuch. "He's a guy that's so engaged in the moment, he brings so 
much excitement and energy to the moment that it kind of fit what was 
happening just prior to him arriving. And it gave us just another boost." 
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Tuch seven goals and 10 points in Buffalo's first 10 games and seems on 
his way to getting the chance to crack 30 goals for the first time in his 
NHL career. There's no reason this can't be a trade both sides love. The 
Sabres are obviously enamored with Tuch, love the potential Peyton 
Krebs shows as a playmaker and were thrilled to get a No. 16 pick out of 
the deal in Swedish center Noah Ostlund when Vegas missed the 
playoffs.  

As for Eichel? He looks like the monster he was here in 2019-20, when 
he finished eighth in the Hart Trophy balloting. He's got five goals, 12 
points and is plus-9 in 11 games. He went all PlayStation to score the 
game-winner with seven seconds left in overtime in Sunday's win over 
Winnipeg, then feathered an absurd pass to Shea Theodore for another 
OT tally Tuesday at Washington in the opener of a five-game road trip. 

Where does that sojourn end? Next Thursday in KeyBank Center. 

In Buffalo, of course, everything was on Eichel's shoulders. Sometimes, 
he handled things well. Sometimes, he didn't. Once the trade happened, 
the Sabres were able to quickly rebuild their culture, and Tuch was a 
major part of that. The story has been told many times how Tuch, upon 
arriving in Buffalo, wanted to meet everyone in the team offices – 
whether they were in hockey operations or not. 

"Everyone is coming in here being themselves. Management and the 
coaching staff have allowed that," Tuch said. "The leadership group is 
where you push that envelope to being yourself. They've also brought in 
the right people and they brought in good people. Guys in this locker 
room, everyone gets along. It's a special thing. It doesn't really happen in 
many places, whether it's on teams or in the workplace or anything like 
that. So it's been a lot of fun." 

The hockey has been riveting and now the fashion is a big topic too. 
Tuch said he saw mostly positive feedback when the Reverse Retros 
were unveiled and the Sabres will wear the real goathead alternates for 
the first time Nov. 23 against St. Louis.  

"It felt awesome," Tuch said of Wednesday's jersey. "When I put it on, I 
had to look down and I went into the bathroom and looked at myself in 
the mirror and it was special. I can't even imagine what the red and black 
is going to feel like." 
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Alan Pergament: Hochul-Zeldin debate gets big Spectrum audience; 
Bills-Packers hits season-high local rating 

 

Alan Pergament News TV Critic 

 

This is what I’m thinking: 

It wasn’t ideal to have the only televised debate between the nominees 
for New York State governor to be carried on Spectrum News rather than 
a broadcast network affiliate since less than half of Western New York 
subscribes to the cable service. 

But the more than hour long debate between the incumbent, Democrat 
Kathy Hochul, and the Republican challenger, Rep. Lee Zeldin, received 
an unusually high Spectrum News audience here. 

It started with a 2.2 rating at 7 p.m. in Western New York and grew to as 
high as a 3.5 rating here. 

With just over two weeks until Election Day, the candidates for governor 
of New York, Hochul and Zeldin, talked the increase in crime. CeFaan 
Kim has the story. 

I’m told that is about five or six times higher than Spectrum News 
typically averages for an hour and higher than many prime-time network 
programs get these days. 

It is hard to know if Hochul’s Western New York roots led to the high 
rating or if it was a sign of the race reportedly tightening in a state where 
Democrats have a huge registration advantage. 

According to Spectrum, it was the most-watched news network across 
upstate New York during the debate, ahead of CNN, Fox News and 
MSNBC. 

In addition, the cable service reported that the Spectrum News app in 
New York was downloaded a record-breaking 28,966 times, the most of 
any day since its launch. 

The local TV news departments ran excerpts from Spectrum's debate 
that expanded its impact. But the debate certainly would have attracted a 
larger audience if it had aired locally on WGRZ-TV, WIVB-TV or WKBW-
TV.  

The Buffalo Bills’ 27-17 victory over the Green Bay Packers on NBC’s 
“Sunday Night Football” hit a season-high local rating of 48.6 on NBC 
affiliate WGRZ-TV (Channel 2). That was 0.3 percentage points ahead of 
the previous season high rating of 48.3 for the Bills’ 41-7 rout of 
Tennessee on “Monday Night Football” carried by Channel 2 and ESPN. 

Sunday’s game hit a peak rating of 51.4 at 9:30 p.m. but declined after 
that as the Bills held a 17-point lead going into the fourth quarter before 
quarterback Josh Allen threw a couple of interceptions that put some 
suspense in the game. The rating slipped to a 46.4 at 11 p.m. 

A rating point in Buffalo is equal to 6,375 households. 

Tage Thompson’s rise to stardom is evident by the way TNT is promoting 
its coverage of the Buffalo Sabres game at 7:30 tonight with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. He is getting the treatment Jack Eichel received 
when Eichel was a Sabre. Here’s the headline of the release sent to 
media members. “NHL on TNT to Spotlight Superstar Sidney Crosby and 
the Pittsburgh Penguins versus Tage Thompson and the Buffalo Sabres.” 

Thompson, who signed a 7-year, $50 million contract after scoring 38 
goals last season, is on a hot streak, with five goals in the past two 
games. He had three goals and three assists in Monday’s 8-3 Halloween 
night win over Detroit and two goals in Saturday’s 4-3 overtime victory 
over Chicago. 

The game isn’t on MSG, but Dan Dunleavy and Rob Ray are working the 
game on WGR radio. Brendan Burke is on play-by-play for TNT, with 
Darren Pang and Jennifer Botterill providing analysis. 
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Sabres show qualities of a contender after another comeback win: ‘We 
don’t stop’ 

 

Matthew Fairburn 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Sabres couldn’t have started the third period 
much worse than they did against the Penguins on Wednesday night. 
Trailing 2-1 entering the third, the Penguins started on the power play. 
They won the face off back to Kris Letang, who feathered a tape-to-tape 
pass to Jake Guentzel, who found his way behind the Sabres’ defense 
for a breakaway goal. 

Eight seconds into the third period, the Sabres were in a jam. Playing 
against an experienced Pittsburgh team, it looked like a moment when a 
young Sabres roster might back down and take a loss. Instead, as 
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they’ve done all season long, the Sabres surged and scored five 
unanswered goals to earn a 6-3, comeback win. 

It started with — who else? – Tage Thompson. Thompson has been 
playing as well as any player in the NHL. He entered this game coming 
off a two-game stretch with nine points. In the third period, down by two, 
the Sabres’ power play moved the puck better than it had all season. The 
result was Thompson in his usual spot along the wall but with a much 
bigger net opening than usual. He fired a cannon into the net to get the 
scoring started. 

Tage Thompson had something to SAY  #LetsGoBuffalo 
pic.twitter.com/uHsiZJfhrv 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) November 3, 2022 

After Victor Olofsson tied the game with a one-timer on a highlight-worthy 
Owen Power pass (more on that later), Thompson was again the spark. 
Jeff Skinner broke up a pass in the defensive zone and found Thompson, 
who started charging down the left wing with Alex Tuch on his right for a 
two-on-one. Thompson then showed he has much more than just an 
overpowering shot. 

“When Tage has the puck in an odd-man situation, you’ve always got to 
be ready for it no matter what is going on,” Tuch said. “It was a great play 
by Skinny and they’re unbelievable playmakers. I was going to the net, 
stick on the ice, and he found me.” 

Thompson is now the fifth skater in Sabres history to have 11 points in 
any three-game span. This was much more than an individual effort by 
Thompson. The Sabres erased a two-goal, third-period deficit for the 
second time in three games because of the way the entire team flipped a 
switch. 

The obvious caveat is that the Sabres were playing against a Penguins 
team that is reeling. They had lost five straight games and were playing a 
back-to-back coming off a hectic overtime loss to the Bruins. The 
Penguins also had their backup goalie in net. The Sabres knew they’d 
likely have tired legs late in the game and took full advantage. 

“We know our identity and we knew we weren’t playing to it to that point,” 
Granato said. “I think the collective feel going into the third was, ‘We are 
going to get to it and we are going to turn it up.’ So I don’t know that 
wavered much.” 

That’s something Eric Comrie has noticed consistently about his new 
team. In a tightly contested opener against the Senators, it was a third-
period effort that locked up two points. In Alberta, the Sabres needed two 
strong third periods to get wins against the Oilers and Flames. This 
season, they’ve scored 20 goals in the third period and have a plus-13 
goal differential in the third, both NHL bests for any period. 

“This room has a lot of compete and you can see it every single night,” 
Comrie said. “We just go out there and play as hard as we can every 
single night. We don’t stop. Donny talks about just keep going, keep 
sticking to the process, keep playing your game and just try to earn it 
every single day. You can really see every single period we just build and 
build. Third period, our speed really takes over for us.” 

When was the last time you could utter that last sentence about the 
Sabres? It’s true. Their speed has overwhelmed older, slower, more tired 
teams. That’s their advantage, and they are confident in using it. They’re 
behind only the Bruins with 4.3 goals per game. Four Sabres have at 
least 10 points and nine Sabres have at least six points. They are riding 
the fourth-best shooting percentage in the NHL, which could cool down, 
but they’re a strong possession team, too. Whatever numbers you look 
at, the Sabres are starting to look like a legit contender. 

Ten games isn’t a definitive sample size, but it’s growing. Granato was 
quick to point out nobody knows how good the league is yet, and the 
Sabres, “don’t know where we fit in yet.” What they’re doing is impressive 
all the same. 

Comrie said the Sabres have found a way to block out the scoreboard 
when they need to. They know that doesn’t always tell the whole story, 
so the more they focus on playing to their identity no matter the game 
situation, the better off they are. They’re now trying to take the same 
approach to the season. This win was on national television against a 
perennial contender. The Sabres have players like Thompson and 
Rasmus Dahlin who are becoming household names. The league is 
going to start taking them seriously if these results keep coming. 

“You can’t get looking too far ahead,” Comrie said. “As soon as you get 
looking too far ahead, this league is very humbling. We have a very 
young team here. We understand. We’re just going to go out there and 
work every single day to get better. If that’s what we do every single day 
then that is a job well accomplished. At the end of the day, we’re just 
trying to keep building, keep building, keep building, until the end result of 
hopefully … who knows what will happen over there? We’re just going to 
let that happen. Over here, we’re focused on (the) small picture and 
taking care of every single day that day.” 

Comrie then looked over his shoulder at the sign hanging near the 
entrance of the Sabres’ locker room. 

“Our motto is right there: Earn It” he said. “That’s something that is very 
important to this room and important to this coaching staff.” 

The upcoming schedule for Buffalo includes trips to Carolina and Tampa 
and then home games against the Coyotes, Golden Knights and Bruins. 
The Sabres will get plenty of chances to earn even more of the league’s 
respect. 

“The way we finished last season, too, people know we have a good 
team here and we’re doing something special,” Thompson said. “It’s 
going to be a challenge. That’s something the group is excited for.” 

Quick hits 

1. Owen Power said he felt like he played his best game of the season, 
and it sure looked that way from up top. After taking some time to adjust 
to the speed of the NHL game, Power has settled in nicely. He’s had to 
play a huge role after injuries to three of Buffalo’s top six defensemen, 
and he has risen to the occasion. 

The highlight of the night for Power came in the third period. He had the 
puck on his stick with a shooting opportunity. He wound up for the shot, 
but executed a well-timed fake and slid a perfect pass to Victor Olofsson, 
who took advantage of a wide-open net to score. He told me earlier this 
season that his father used to tell him he was playing hot potato if he got 
too antsy with the puck during a game. Patience has been drilled into him 
from a young age, and he’s showing his immense offensive potential 
more and more. 

“That’s just scratching the surface, honestly,” Alex Tuch said. “And I see 
he’s elevating each and every game and he’s starting to get that 
confidence, he’s starting to make plays like that and he’s starting to hold 
onto the puck. It’s scary because he’s already making these plays and 
he’s already having a huge effect on the game.” 

Through 10 games, Power leads the Sabres in even-strength ice time 
with 191:06. Granato said after the game, “We’re asking him to do a lot 
more than we should be asking a 19-year-old guy to do.” Power doesn’t 
seem bothered by it. 

Comrie is typically one of the first ones on the ice and the last ones off it, 
so when he says he sees the work Power is putting in, that means 
something. He’s always logging extra time before and after practice and 
handling his business in the weight room. 

“That’s what you want to see,” Comrie said. “You almost don’t want to 
see the easy results right away. You want to see the work ethic, the time 
and the effort. That’s what is going to be a prolonged career. That’s what 
I’m so excited about because this guy, he knows what it is to be a pro 
and knows how to take care of himself every single day and get better. 
That’s what is exciting to see.” 
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2. Olofsson had two more goals tonight, bringing him to a team-leading 
eight goals on the season. Three of those are empty net goals. He had 
two empty netters against the Senators and added another one against 
the Penguins. His ability to score on an empty net from distance is a 
subtle but useful skill. Olofsson is also scoring key goals, too. His goal in 
the third period tied the game. While it was a spectacular play from 
Power to set it up, Olofsson’s shot is back at peak form after he dealt 
with a wrist injury last season. 

OP and Vic are making things happen  #LetsGoBuffalo 
pic.twitter.com/44fOyJcxAI 

— Buffalo Sabres (@BuffaloSabres) November 3, 2022 

3. Rasmus Dahlin set a career high with 29:15 of ice time. That 
maintenance day he had at practice this week was well-timed. He had 
another two assists and now has 14 points in 10 games. It’s early, but 
he’s quietly building a case as a Norris Trophy candidate. It’s not just the 
points. Dahlin is carrying an undermanned defensive core at both ends of 
the ice. It’s been impressive to watch. 

4. With just a few seconds left in a frustrating loss for the Penguins, Josh 
Archibald tried to start some fisticuffs. Dylan Cozens and Casey 
Mittelstadt were eager to engage. What Granato liked most was that he 
had just about every player on the bench turn around and let him know 
they wanted to be next up on the ice. 

“I love the aggressive competitiveness of our group,” Granato said. 

5. On the Sabres’ first empty net goal, Zemgus Girgensons busted his tail 
down the ice to beat out the icing call. He’s easy to overlook given the 
role he plays, but Girgensons wears an “A’ as an alternate captain for a 
reason. If he doesn’t beat that out, Kyle Okposo doesn’t have the chance 
to win the puck battle and extend the lead to 5-3. Little plays like that help 
teams finish games with two points. 
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Captain John Tavares comes through with a hat trick as Maple Leafs put 
up complete home victory over Flyers 

The Maple Leafs finally outskated and outhustled a team to answer their 
critics, winning 5-2 on Wednesday. 

 

By Kevin McGran 

 

The Maple Leafs were a team not just in need of a win, but a big win — 
one that came with maximum effort, an all-hands-on-deck performance. 

And with a hat trick from their captain, John Tavares, they did just that. 

“He was on it tonight for sure,” Auston Matthews said of Tavares. “He 
made some pretty incredible plays and obviously his second goal was 
just special. Just a great game by him, leading the way for us.” 

Matthews also scored on the power play, and Zach Aston-Reese scored 
the winner as the Maple Leafs finally outskated and outhustled a team to 
answer their critics, taking down the Philadelphia Flyers 5-2 Wednesday. 

Aston-Reese’s first as a Leaf made it 3-1. It was a one-timer on a feed 
from Denis Malgin early in the third to stand as the winner. 

Leafs goalie Ilya Samsonov also put on a glowing performance and 
seems to be wowing Scotiabank Arena with every game-preserving kick 
save. 

The game finished with fists flying, as Mark Giordano took down Travis 
Konecny, who’d been trying to lure Matthews into fisticuffs. 

It was a good start, a solid finish and emotional and physical victory for a 
team that had lost its last four (0-2-2) on a road trip where they seemed 
bereft of energy. 

While offence still feels like it’s at a premium for the talented squad, its 
best players are showing signs of life, with Matthews scoring in 
consecutive games for the first time this season and Mitch Marner on a 
four-game scoring streak. 

“You’re not going to come out and play a perfect game,” said Keefe. “You 
want to start to build positive momentum as a group. That’s how we 
wanted the game to go as well. Build positive momentum, trust that our 
game would be good enough to put us in a spot to win and not doing 
anything that was going to take away from that.” 

Leafs captain John Tavares finishes off a nice effort to score his second 
of the game during Wednesday night’s game. He would finish with a hat 
trick. 

Tip of the hat 

Tavares’s second goal of the game — a determined second effort to get 
to the net — came after he took a penalty that led to the Flyers’ second 
goal. His third goal, on the power play, put the game out of hand, and 
came when Flyers goalie Felix Sandström had lost the blade of one of his 
skates. 

“I liked that he scored three goals. That’s a good night,” said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. “they were important goals. We’re 1-1 in the first and he 
shoots one in the net. The second goal was big-time stuff. They’d just 
made it 3-2, and with everything that’s been happening with our team 
and trying to get a win, and manage tight games, that’s a big-time play. 

“We needed to continue to push, and he drives it deep. Big time play, 
and pretty much put the game away. 

It was the 241st multi-point game of Tavares’s career. Only Sidney 
Crosby, Patrick Kane, Alex Ovechkin and Steve Stamkos have had more 
since 2009-10, Tavares’s first season. It was the 11th hat trick of his 
career, and first since March 25, 2019. 

“It’s been a little while,” said Tavares. “Always nice to get it. You take 
them all. Anytime you have nights like this, it’s a team effort and so many 
guys contributed. I’m just getting rewarded for finishing plays off.” 

Hot seat 

The win was a bit of relief for Keefe, who’s been on the hot seat. But 
before the game, he got some support from Flyers coach John Tortorella, 
a mentor of Keefe’s and Keefe’s former coach in Tampa. 

“You guys don’t what he’s done for that team,” Tortorella told the Toronto 
media. “I’ve watched from afar. I’ve coached him. We’ve had 
conversations as a young coach in this league. 

“You guys chuck darts at him because you want some results. I guess, it 
is. It’s always the coach that gets the darts chucked at him. I know in 
watching him and coaching against him, I think he’s a terrific coach. I 
hope he jams it to you all, quite honestly.” 

Fast start 

The Flyers were playing their second of back-to-back games, and the 
Leafs were hoping that — as the better rested team — they’d have the 
advantage. But that only goes so far. 

“To go into a game thinking that you have that advantage without actually 
going out and making it an advantage, that’s the biggest challenge,” said 
Keefe. 

And the Leafs did take advantage, earning a 2-1 lead after 40 minutes 
and a 30-15 shots advantage aided by three power plays in the first 
period. 
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Even so, it was the Flyers who struck first, with Joel Farabee scoring on 
a slapshot. Matthews responded on the third power play, banking in a 
pass from Tavares. . 

The first period goals were significant on two fronts. For Tavares, it was 
his first even-strength goal of the season. For Matthews, it was his 66th 
power play goal in his career. He passed Dave Keon (65) for sole 
possession of fifth place on the Leafs’ all-time list. 

There was no scoring in the second, with Aston-Reese missing an empty 
net, and Samsonov holding the lead with a number of big saves, 
including a pad save on Konecny. 

Chemistry experiment 

The blue line has been going through shuffles almost as much as the 
bottom six, and even the pairs as laid out — especially the one with 
Morgan Rielly and Victor Mete — got juggled based on the needs of the 
game. 

“We’re trying to find the right mix,” said Keefe. “Obviously Rielly and (T.J. 
Brodie) we like a lot, but we’ve found that the way that some of the other 
pairs were going that we needed to stabilize ourselves a little bit 
defensively.” 

The pair of Brodie and Justin Holl had a reasonably solid game, but Holl 
felt the boo-birds on one shift in particular in the second period. With the 
Leafs holding some good zone time in the Flyers end, he passed to no 
one, resulting in a giveaway and alleviating the pressure on the Flyers. 
The Leafs regained the zone, only to lose it when Holl couldn’t corral a 
pass at the blue line. 

Healthy scratch 

With Holmberg in, Nicolas Aubé-Kubel was among the healthy scratches. 
He’s played just six of 11 games so far, a concern for the $1-million 
(U.S.) Stanley Cup winner who was supposed to help balance out the 
fourth line with speed and tenacity. 

“We’ve talked to him about his game and really pushing and taking 
advantage of opportunities that he gets and it just hasn’t quite happened 
here for him,” said Keefe. “He had a much shorter off-season than 
everybody else, but that (excuse) can only last for so long and he needs 
to take advantage of what’s there. 

“He’s been working hard. We’ve like what he’s brought physically and 
competitively. Some areas of his game, with the puck, haven’t really 
come together. He just hasn’t really grabbed a hold of a spot.” 

Unhealthy scratch 

Keefe had little to say about Jake Muzzin (neck). The veteran 
defenceman saw a specialist in California last week, but Keefe said he’s 
received no “clarity” on Muzzin’s status. 

It’s a significant absence on the ice,” said Keefe. “Our penalty kill hasn’t 
been the same. When you lose a guy that you lean on so much it, 
everybody else has to play more and in different situations than they’re 
maybe accustomed to. That’s part of what we’re going through a little bit 
on the back end.” 

Getting healthy 

Keefe confirmed the plan is for Timothy Liljegren to play Saturday against 
the Boston Bruins. He’s been on long-term injured reserve since start of 
the season, recovering from hernia surgery. He’s played two games for 
the Marlies. 
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The state of the Shanaplan: Where the Leafs stand on Kyle Dubas, 
Sheldon Keefe … and Barry Trotz 

Leafs president Brendan Shanahan made the bold move to double down 
on the Shanaplan. Now barely 10 games into this season, Leafs Nation is 
calling for him to blow it all up. 

 

By Nick Kypreos 

 

Since watching the Maple Leafs blow a 3-1 lead to the NHL’s worst team 
Sunday night in Anaheim, fans and media have called for Halloween 
blood going into this week or, at the very least, some sort of speech from 
management. 

Well, that didn’t happen, nor should it have — not yet, anyway. 

That day may still come for Leafs president Brendan Shanahan but not 
this week. Talking would serve little purpose as the Leafs still have time 
to dig out of their early season mess. 

For me, Shanahan not speaking publicly is a strategic move, especially 
considering how Canucks president Jim Rutherford came across in his 
comments on the state of his winless club last week, calling it “hard to 
watch” while offering little support for head coach Bruce Boudreau. 

Vancouver’s won two of four since then, but still finds itself 2-6-2 on the 
season. Still, he exposed his coach and Boudreau will eventually pay the 
ultimate price. After all, it’s one thing to think a coach will be fired; it’s 
another to all but have it validated by the president of your organization. 

By avoiding the media this week Shanahan did Leafs general manager 
Kyle Dubas and head coach Sheldon Keefe a huge solid. With no state 
of the union address it’s clear Shanahan has bought himself and the staff 
underneath him some time from the people he has to answer to. How 
much time the board at Maple Leafs Sports and Entertainment gives him 
is the question. 

My guess is the bosses got some reminders by Shanahan that this time 
last season the Leafs (4-4-2) were in a similar position and somehow 
found a way, finishing with franchise records for both wins (54) and 
points (115) in a season. That included a run of 15 wins in 17 games 
around this time of year and a now-departed Jack Campbell playing out 
of his mind, leading the league in save percentage and goals against. 
Still, those arguments may buy Shanahan some time. 

Saying that, the competition is about to get tougher. With the Boston 
Bruins and Carolina Hurricanes coming up this weekend, followed by the 
Vegas Golden Knights and Pittsburgh Penguins, my guess is without any 
signs of the Leafs snapping out of this funk, going public will be 
unavoidable and changes will fall squarely on Shanahan’s shoulders 
before American Thanksgiving. 

And that may lead to ditching the Shanaplan, one built around Dubas the 
day he was hired back in 2014. That year Shanahan was introduced to 
analytics by a young progressive unknown Junior A GM out of Sault Ste. 
Marie and was instantly hooked. Went out and hired him; hockey’s 
version of “Moneyball.” 

Four short years later Shanahan made arguably an even more 
unconventional executive decision — choosing a green Dubas over 
three-time Stanley Cup champion and Hall of Fame inductee Lou 
Lamoriello. 

At that point he doubled down on “The Plan.” To call it a bold move would 
be the understatement of all understatements. I’ve been around 
professional hockey a long time and can’t think of anyone else who 
would have had the guts to do that. 

Now here we are, Leafs are barely 10 games into the 2022-23 season 
and Leafs Nation is calling for Shanahan to blow it all up now. But it’s just 
not that easy folks. Because he just wouldn’t be firing a GM — he would 
be firing a vision they’ve built together since the moment he plucked 
Dubas from the OHL’s Greyhounds. 
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Think about how hard a decision like that would be from a guy who has 
seldom failed at anything in his professional career. 

When Shanahan hired Dubas as his next GM he announced to all the 
hockey traditionalists that he would be going in a new direction for a way 
to build a Stanley Cup team. It was a fresh way of thinking. Together they 
would not value size over skill. Five-foot-nine? Don’t care. 

Their scouting became reliant on data percentages above toughness and 
grit — two characteristics that have yet to be quantified by a 
spreadsheet. 

The Shanaplan had unlimited funds to build a sports science department 
that includes sleep doctors, nutritionists, a culinary staff, roving 
therapists, skill development specialists, etc. This plan was also 
constructed with a belief that players will be supported with love and 
compassion. That you get more out of athletes this way than tough love 
and brow-beating them to submission. At last count there were more than 
100 people supporting the plan underneath. This isn’t a staff here, it’s a 
small village. 

You see, Shanahan and Dubas didn’t just want to create a culture of 
winning championships, they wanted to do it in a different way. And to be 
fair to them at various times during the regular seasons it has looked 
pretty good. 

So by firing Dubas and bringing in another traditionalist like a Barry Trotz, 
the vision is completely destroyed. Not an easy pill for Shanahan to 
swallow after eight years. 

And thus, no public appearance at this point. And if Shanahan has it his 
way he would likely try to avoid one all together. 

So how much time can he buy Dubas and Keefe? Well, if Shanahan 
couldn’t manage to convince his MLSE board to give Dubas a one-year 
extension on his expiring contract, I’d say not a lot. 

There are performance opportunities through Sunday night that could get 
them past U.S. Thanksgiving. Five solid games going into the following 
weekend could possibly get them through Christmas. Heck, if you win the 
first round in the playoffs it’s Lotto 6/49 time. New multi-year contracts for 
everyone! 

The point is, there’s still appears to be a little time, just not much of it. 

It’s important to remember in all of this Leafs madness that Shanahan’s 
persona matters here. It carries a ton of weight in the MLSE board not 
unlike Joe Sakic in Colorado or Steve Yzerman in Detroit. When you are 
considered one of the greatest players in the history of the game, it gives 
you some immunity from knee-jerk reactions. 

Shanahan’s clout is the only reason Dubas and Keefe are still standing. 
But another bad five-game stretch and my guess is that bets are off at 
MLSE. 

Having said that, Trotz, the third-winningest coach in NHL history, did 
Shanahan and his coaching staff no favours when he teased on the 
“Cam and Strick Podcast” that he has never coached an Original Six 
team and that would “intrigue” him. And right in the middle of the club’s 
lowly streak. 

Come on, Trotz. As if this crazy-mad market needed a nudge. Usually it 
takes a media insider to suggest a big name like his, not the candidate 
himself. 

To say Shanahan, Dubas and their coaching staff are quite upset at Trotz 
for doing that during this challenging time would be putting it mildly. Word 
is they were downright pissed. 

Can you imagine if the MLSE board instructs Shanahan to hire him two 
weeks from now? Talk about awkward … 

Kyper’s Korner 

A few player concerns over the 50/50 league revenue coming out of 
Arizona’s 5,000 seat arena. An arena that’s charging hundreds of 

students as little as $25 a ticket. The players shouldn’t fret. It sounds like 
commissioner Gary Bettman and the NHLPA came to a formulated 
agreement prior to the season that would minimize the CBA losses … 
Not many are surprised to hear the Ottawa Senators are officially for 
sale. Based on the recent report of what NHL franchises are worth, I’m 
not surprised either to hear that Bettman will start the bidding at $1 
billion. In a volatile world market it will be interesting to see how close he 
gets to that number. There’s no threat for this franchise to relocate either. 
This deal will be built around the real estate play at LeBreton Flats … 
Seattle Kraken still have a little time to decide on keeping fourth overall 
pick Shane Wright with the club or sending him back to junior. If his ice 
time continues to average around six minutes per game, it’s all but 
certain they will send him back to the OHL’s Kingston Frontenacs, who 
will eventually trade him to a Memorial Cup contending team. 

Change my mind: 

On Erik Karlsson’s trade value. Watching him start the season, there isn’t 
a contending team he wouldn’t dramatically help. If the Sharks are open 
to retaining 40 to 50 per cent of the remaining value of his contract … let 
the bidding begin. 
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Rookie Pontus Holmberg will make his NHL debut with the Maple Leafs 
against the Flyers 

Club hopes the Swedish forward can stablilize the team’s bottom six as 
pressure mounts on a reeling Leafs squad. 

 

By Mark Zwolinski 

 

The Maple Leafs’ frequently changing third and fourth lines will look 
toward three Swedes to help settle things down. 

With Pontus Holmberg making his NHL debut in Wednesday’s game 
against the Flyers, Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe placed his newest player 
on the third line with Pierre Engvall and Calle Järnkrok. 

While that all-Swede line holds intrigue, Keefe said he was considering 
several factors as his club aimed to snap a four-game losing streak 
Wednesday against the Philadelphia Flyers. One of those factors centred 
on Holmberg, whose English is still a work in progress. 

“He’ll rely on his teammates a lot to make sure everything’s clear,” Keefe 
said. “A lot of the times, and especially with guys coming up from the 
minors, they are going to tell you they understand everything, but you 
want to make sure everything is clear.” 

Added Keefe: “Part of the reason his linemates are who they are … was 
to get (Holmberg) as comfortable as possible, but he also complements 
those guys, so that’s obviously important as well.” 

Holmberg, 23, the Leafs’ sixth round pick, 156th overall, in the 2018 draft, 
enters the NHL at a notably tumultuous and emotional time for the Leafs. 

The club entered Wednesday’s game in a “must win” situation — at least 
as much as it can be at this point in the season — with media and fan 
pressure mounting on the team, Keefe, and GM Kyle Dubas. 

At the same time, former Leaf and Hall of Fame defenceman Börje 
Salming is on the minds of all hockey fans and players as he battles ALS. 

Leafs’ defenceman Rasmus Sandin, who acted as Holmberg’s interpreter 
during development camp, said he walked his dogs Tuesday and was 
met with positive fans who “know the team can play better.” 

While Holmberg did not speak Wednesday, Sandin said Holmberg is a 
“smart” player who consistently makes good decisions with the puck. 
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Pontus Holmberg, who had a strong training camp with the Maple Leafs 
in September, will make his NHL debut Wednesday. 

“He’s such a smart player, but he’s preparing for this game like it’s 
another game (with the Marlies) … but we’re all super excited for him,” 
Sandin said. 

Holmberg, who went under the radar after having a strong camp last 
month, is upset he hasn’t scored a goal in seven games with the Marlies, 
Sandin said. 

But Holmberg’s puck movement, and his responsible play, is seen as 
something the Leafs need at the moment. Keefe, in fact, has tailored his 
bottom two lines in search of greater impact there, while the top lines 
continue to search for scoring chemistry. 

Keefe has moved players like Wayne Simmonds and Nicolas Aubé-Kubel 
in and out of those lines. Of eight players who have seen bottom-six duty, 
only five have scored — David Kämpf, Nick Robertson, Järnkrok, Denis 
Malgin, and Engvall. 

Holmberg enters the bottom six at a time when Simmonds, Aubé-Kubel 
and Zach Aston-Reese have all gone goalless. 

In sitting Aubé-Kubel Wednesday, Keefe said “in the games that he’s 
played with that line (with Kämpf and Aston-Reese), we thought it could 
be a real strong line for us, a line that we could count on, but that line just 
hasn’t gone well.” 

Now, Holmberg is being handed an opportunity to help a Leafs team 
struggling with puck management, and in need of more secondary 
scoring. 

Keefe said defenceman Timothy Liljegren, who started the season on 
long-term injured reserve after having hernia surgery, should be back in 
the lineup Saturday against the Bruins. Liljegren is eligible to come off 
LTIR Friday, and has looked good during practice for more than two 
weeks now. 
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Flyers head coach John Tortorella in Sheldon Keefe's corner 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

Flyers head coach John Tortorella in Sheldon Keefe's corner 

John Tortorella was tough on Sheldon Keefe the player, but came to his 
defence as both a friend and fellow NHL coach on Wednesday. 

A couple of hours before Torts’ own turnaround team, the Philadelphia 
Flyers, faced off in Toronto, the coach used an opening in his pre-game 
media chat to give a shout-out to Keefe and tell his critics to shut it. 

“There’s a lot of crap going around the city right now about this club,” 
Tortorella said with his usual frankness. “You guys don’t know what he’s 
done for that team. You chuck darts at him because you want results. I 
guess it’s always the coach who gets the darts. I’m not complaining, I 
know it’s part of our being. 

“But I know from watching him and coaching against him, I think he’s a 
terrific coach and I hope he jams it to you all, quite honestly (though) not 
tonight.” 

Tortorella thought the Leafs would be “loaded for bear” and, despite 
some hiccups, they followed through with a 5-2 win. 

Earlier, Keefe was equally complimentary of Torts influencing his early 
days behind the Jr. A bench in Pembroke before that part of his career 
took off in the OHL in  Sault Ste. Marie 

“When I first started, when I had no idea what I was doing, you fall back 
on your experiences as a player,” said Keefe. “Certainly, the most 
significant I had was going through (125 games) in Tampa Bay. When 
John took over, it was a team that struggled to find its way and ultimately 
won the (2004) Stanley Cup. By that time, the team was far too good for 
me to play on it. But I was there being part of the growth, him challenging 
the group year after year and seeing that succeed has served as the 
foundation for me coaching.” 

Keefe said he appreciated his old coach’s comments, but he’ll be just fine 
dealing with detractors. 

EAST BECOMES BEASTLY 

From not being able to put the puck into an open Pacific Ocean, the 
Leafs came back from their Western trip to a vastly improved Eastern 
Conference and popped in a badly needed five goals. 

Ten of their next 14 games in November are against their own lodge, 
which so far doesn’t show the usual have and have-not divide. The 
Flyers are up there near the top, a record of 5-3-2. 

Clubs ranked second through 15th in the East were separated by just five 
points before Wednesday, while 13 times the past few days, Eastern 
teams took points from the West. 

“It’s important in this next little stretch, No. 1 to start playing really well, 
then results will take care of themselves,” said defenceman Mark 
Giordano before the game. “If you really look at the standings, Boston 
has got off to a real hot start, Jersey has picked up, too, and there’s a 
bunch of teams in a big pack. Seems like there’s a ton around .500.” 

Toronto has those sizzling Bruins in town Saturday and Carolina (6-2-1) 
on the road back-to-back. 

“We got to our game early,” said captain John Tavares of the effort that 
included his hat trick. “Even though we got down early, we controlled a 
lot of play. We had adversity during the night with too many penalties. 
But it’s a good one to build off of.” 

HOPE FOR THE ‘POPE’ 

Pontus Holmberg made a quiet entrance as a Leaf. 

With his English not at comfort level, the Swede politely asked to avoid 
the big television camera scrums on his first NHL game day. 

The communication barrier was a challenge for Keefe in training camp, 
as he’s more used to Russians and Eastern Europeans struggling with 
the language. But Holmberg is conversing better since riding the buses 
with the Marlies and with study help from countrymen Rasmus Sandin 
and William Nylander. 

Part of the reason Keefe started him Wednesday between Calle Jarnkrok 
and Pierre Engvall was so he’d be able to gab in Swedish. They didn’t 
score, but Keefe likely needs a longer look at the group, particularly 
Holmberg. 

Holmberg is the fourth player Toronto drafted in 2018 to play an NHL 
game, behind Sandin, Filip Kral and Sean Durzi, who was in the Jake 
Muzzin deal with the Kings and doing well on the west coast. 

The Leafs are still awaiting test results for Muzzin after visiting a 
specialist this week in California about his neck injury. 

GAME ON 

Flyer starter Felix Sandstrom has played just a handful of NHL games, 
but was the Swede was no stranger to Toronto’s Ilya Samsonov. They 
were opposing goalies in the bronze medal game of the 2017 world 
juniors, Samsonov’s Russians winning 2-1 in overtime … Samsonov best 
save was a 2-on-1 at puck drop of the third period, stretching on Tony 
DeAngelo. It preceded Zach Aston-Reese’s first as a Leaf … Victor Mete 
was active all evening as Morgan Rielly’s new defence partner and 
added his first point in Toronto. But Keefe said he’ll get Timothy Liljegren 
back in the lineup somewhere for Saturday as he comes off the injured 
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list from September hernia surgery … After a decent first two periods, 
including a goal-saving check, Justin Holl had one terrible shift with two 
fumbles and heard some booing. 

HERE COME THE ‘70S 

There was a little old-fashioned Leafs-Broad St. Bullies’ rough stuff at the 
end of the game, more than 50 minutes in penalties, mostly misconducts. 
The scrum saw the veteran Giordano jump Travis Konecny who was 
after Michael Bunting and Auston Matthews, among others, and the end 
of a game that saw some questionable hits on both sides. 

“That’s what we’re all about here, we have each other’s backs, no matter 
the situation,” said Matthews. “I’m not really sure (what triggered the 
scrum). It’s hockey sometimes. We’ll take the two points and move on.” 

Added Keefe “Those are the things that make you closer as a team.” 

SLAP SHOT STAR PASSES 

Andrew Duncan, who portrayed harried Slap Shot media man Jim Carr, 
has died. 

The news came in a tweet this week from the Second City comedy 
theatre in Chicago where Duncan was a founder. His age and cause of 
death were not mentioned. 

He was featured throughout the ribald 1977 hockey movie, starring Paul 
Newman, about a minor league team trying drastic stunts to lure fans and 
brawl their way to notoriety. Duncan was play by play man and in a 
classic TV interview, talks with demonstrative goalie Denis Lemieux, who 
explains in painful detail what are the various stick penalties are in a 
game. 

Duncan also introduces fearsome foe Ogie Oglethorpe: “This young man 
has had a very trying rookie season, with the litigation, the notoriety, his 
subsequent deportation to Canada and that country’s refusal to accept 
him. Well, I guess that’s more than most 21-year-olds can handle.” 
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SIMMONS: Maple Leafs and their fans can exhale, for now 

 

Steve Simmons 

 

SIMMONS: Maple Leafs and their fans can exhale, for now 

It wasn’t perfect. It didn’t have to be. 

It was a victory. A home victory. Two points. A regular-season win 
against an NHL team so anonymous you could flash their photographs all 
over the news and it would next to impossible to identify one Philadelphia 
Flyers’ player from another. 

Imagine that — the Flyers, for so many years, hockey’s most nefarious 
team, now anonymous. 

This used to be Bobby Clarke and Bernie Parent. They used to be Eric 
Lindros and John LeClair. In between, there was some Bill Barber and 
Brian Propp and Mark Recchi and even as recently as last season, 
Claude Giroux. And when Tim Kerr wasn’t scoring 50, Mark Howe was 
plus-100 or so and Ron Hextall was stopping pucks and slashing people 
or slashing people and stopping pucks — whichever came first. 

There have been few teams like the Flyers in the history of the NHL or 
any sport, teams that great, teams that noticeable, teams filled with 
players you can’t help but run from, teams with identity and stars and 
personalities and everything but after the Stanley Cups were won in the 
1970s. The Flyers coming to town — that used to be a big deal. You 
went to Philadelphia and you didn’t want to play. You got the Philadelphia 

Flu. These were games, as a fan, you didn’t want to miss. That was the 
test for the Maple Leafs, no matter what style or level the Leafs 
happened to be. This was the Wednesday night game not to miss. 

Just not anymore. Just not now in the midst of a calamity that may or 
may not be coming to an end. 

On Wednesday night, with all of Toronto chewing on its collective 
fingernails, with hockey desperation the talk of the town, with a win 
absolutely mandatory, this version of Maple Leafs millionaires was barely 
good enough to get by a team whose biggest name was the man 
standing behind the bench, John Tortorella. On this night, the Flyers 
dressed eight forwards who combined will be paid $8 million or two-thirds 
of Auston Matthews’ salary, give or take a dollar or two. And in fairness, 
Matthews scored a goal against Philadelphia, which was something that 
equaled the eight fellows being paid $8 million. The goal that tied the 
game 1-1. A Matthews shot, a rebound, another Matthews shot and the 
Rocket Richard winner looked momentarily dangerous on the power play. 
He had a chance to score a second and maybe a third. The opportunities 
were there. 

This early season remains one day at a time, one game at a time, one 
goal at a time. And in between, hold your breath. We’re used to holding 
our breath. This is Toronto. We’ve been doing it for decades. 

This mini-crisis is nothing new for the city, just new for this version of the 
Leafs. This is a team with a Hart Trophy winner and a first-team all-star 
at right wing and a should-be all-star in William Nylander and a power 
play and in-tight specialist in John Tavares. That’s a lot to consider at any 
time. But the team, led by that group, lost earlier this season to Arizona, 
San Jose and Anaheim, which is the trifecta nobody wants to cash. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

The Leafs didn’t have to play great against this Flyers team that plays the 
game Tortorella used to dislike. Safe may be death in other places but 
Tortorella has no choice to employ that style on the road on the second 
night of a back-to-back against the still-not-high-flying Leafs. The final 
score was 5-2, three goals from Tavares. But what really mattered were 
the two points. 

Should the Leafs play this semi-reluctant brand of hockey Saturday night 
against Boston, or Sunday in Carolina, or Tuesday against Vegas here, 
they will struggle to find success. But pragmatically, more than anything 
else they got the win against a Flyers team playing without James van 
Riemsdyk, Cam Atkinson and Sean Couturier — their spots now taken by 
hockey players in the witness protection program. 

Was their breakout better Wednesday night? Not really. Was their 
passing much crisper? Not really. Was their speed through the neutral 
zone impressive? Not really. Was their goaltending good enough? Not 
really. Was their decision-making a whole lot better? Not really. 

Individually, they did enough. More in a one-sided third period once the 
Leafs took a big lead. Tavares scored three, the first on a slapshot that 
should been stopped by somebody named Felix Sandstrom, second on a 
terrific individual play, undressing defenceman Travis Sanheim in 
Tavares country — an area without any space — the third coming when 
goalie Sandstrom went down and couldn’t get up. 

Big steps for Tavares, marginal steps for the Leafs. The crowd didn’t 
have to hold its breath for most of the third period, even though goalie 
Ilya Samsonov was fighting it most of the night. That’s worth something. 

But the win was earned. Two points. That means something — exactly 
what we don’t know. The points are mandatory in a tighter-than-usual 
Eastern Conference. This night was good enough for the Leafs against a 
lineup of mostly nobodies. 

Maybe it won’t be good enough beyond this game. For those of you still 
holding your breath, permission here is granted to exhale. Briefly. It’s the 
Bruins on Saturday. Much more of a litmus test than this version of the 
Flyers can ever be. 
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John Tavares leads way as Maple Leafs thump Flyers to end losing 
streak 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

Tavares recorded a hat trick, including a goal off a terrific individual effort 
in the third period, to propel the Leafs to a 5-2 victory over the 
Philadelphia Flyers. 

That helped bring the Leafs’ four-game losing streak to a happy end, and 
calls for change, whether behind the bench or on the ice, will quiet down. 
For now. 

With the Leafs holding on to a one-goal lead in the final period, Tavares 
turned Flyers defenceman Travis Sanheim inside-out in the corner, 
moved to the front of the net and shoved the puck past goaltender Felix 
Sandstrom for his second goal of the night. 

His third came with less than five minutes remaining on a Toronto power 
play. It was the 11th hat trick of Tavares’ National Hockey League career, 
and though we have not kept track of all of them, we would argue none 
came at a better time. 

“It has been a little while, I think, so it’s always nice to get it,” Tavares 
said of his first three-goal game since March 25, 2019, when he scored 
four against the Florida Panthers. “You take them all. It’s a team effort 
and so many guys contribute and I’m just getting rewarded. 

“You recognize we haven’t been playing great and we haven’t been able 
to close out some games. Even though we haven’t played the way that 
we’re capable of, we’ve been in every game and we’ve had opportunities 
where we just haven’t finished it out. 

“There’s no secret, whether it’s myself or some of our other core guys, 
that you want to be a difference-maker.” 

It wasn’t just Tavares making an elite difference as the Leafs won for the 
first time since Oct. 22. The leadership group of Tavares, Mitch Marner, 
Auston Matthews and Morgan Rielly combined for 10 points. 

The Leafs were shorthanded six times, but otherwise, coach Sheldon 
Keefe liked the response after the club endured several days of deserved 
criticism. 

“It was better,” Keefe said. “I thought we had good legs. We moved the 
puck much better. We had the puck a lot, did a lot of good things. 

“That’s what you’re looking for. You’re not going to come out and play 
your perfect game. You want to start to build positive momentum as a 
group. We trust that our game would be good enough to put us in a spot 
to win and not do anything that was going to take away from that. There 
was a lot to like about the game.” 

A brawl with less than two minutes to go, featuring a Mark Giordano 
tackle on Travis Konecny after the latter sparred with Matthews, gave the 
crowd of 18,437 another reason to get on its feet. 

Ilya Samsonov wasn’t overly busy in the Leafs net, making 23 saves as 
he ran his career record against Philadelphia to 8-1-0. His biggest save 
came in the first minute of the third period, when he stretched across his 
crease to deny Tony DeAngelo. 

The Leafs regained their two-goal lead in the third from an unlikely 
source, winger Zach Aston-Reese. After failing to record a point in his 
first eight games with Toronto, Aston-Reese erased that zero at 2:49 
thanks to a fortunate bounce. A shot by Denis Malgin hit a leg and the 
puck found its way to Aston-Reese, who had an open net and easily 
scored on Sandstrom. 

Tavares was serving his first minor of the season when the Flyers’ Owen 
Tippett beat Samsonov on the short side at 7:01 to get Philadelphia to 
within one. 

The Flyers took a 1-0 lead at 13:09 of the first when Joel Farabee fired a 
one-timer past Samsonov. 

Matthews scored during a Leafs man-advantage at 16:40, knocking his 
own rebound past Sandstrom. It was the 66th power-play goal of 
Matthews’ career, moving him past Dave Keon and into fifth place on the 
Leafs franchise list. Next in Matthews’ sights is Wendel Clark, who is 
fourth with 79 power-play goals. 

Tavares gave the Leafs their first lead at 18:33 when he beat Sandstrom 
with a bar-down slapshot from the point. Nylander’s work with the puck 
made the goal happen, finishing with a feed to Tavares’ tape. 

“He was on it tonight, for sure,” Matthews said of Tavares.” He made 
some pretty incredible plays. His second one was just special. Just a 
great game by him, leading the way for us in a game that we wanted to 
have a good bounce back. 

“We won a lot more battles and had cleaner touches off our breakouts 
and we were able to control zone time. It’s a really positive step forward 
for us.” 

Next up for the Leafs will be a greater challenge when the Boston Bruins 
visit on Saturday. 
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Maple Leafs have no choice but to get cooking with home-heavy 
schedule starting Wednesday 

 

Terry Koshan 

 

There’s no place like home, as the saying goes. 

Of course, if the Maple Leafs continue their recent play, they’re going to 
be counting the minutes until they hit the road for a lengthy trip again. 

The stumbling, underachieving Leafs play eight of their next 10 games at 
Scotiabank Arena, with quick trips to Carolina and Pittsburgh the lone 
treks in the next three weeks. 

First up is a date on Wednesday night with the Philadelphia Flyers, a 
group that has been a surprise under new coach John Tortorella.  

For the Leafs, who usually say the right things but don’t back up their 
words with appropriate play, ending a four-game losing streak that has 
brought consternation across Leafs Nation is all that matters. 

“Nice to be back,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said after the club’s 
optional morning skate. “We played some pretty good hockey when we’re 
here (compiling a 3-1 record in the first four home games), so that is 
comforting.  

“We know our fans will be here to support us, if we give them reason to 
support us. It remains on us to go out and play a better hockey game. 
We certainly are motivated to do so. It’s a matter of clearing our heads 
mentally.” 

Playing as connected five-man units will be key. You’d think that with the 
talent Toronto boasts, and the fact the core has not changed, it would 
have figured it out by now, but a slow start with four wins in 10 games 
instead has occurred.  

Keefe, whose job may or may not be in jeopardy if the Leafs lose a fifth 
game in a row, does not (yet) think the team would be better if Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner played on different lines. 
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Like their teammates, neither Matthews nor Marner would be accused of 
playing scintillating hockey this season. Unlike their teammates, it’s on 
the pair, among others in the core, to lead the group out of the malaise.  

“I just feel like those guys last season developed an even greater 
chemistry than they have ever had,” Keefe said. “I’m not at the point yet 
where I feel like the answer for us to get going is to separate the guys 
who had some of the best chemistry in the league and carried us to great 
heights in the regular season.  

“Those guys are committed to working through it together. (But) nothing 
is off the table in terms of what the options might be if we don’t start to 
see progress.” 

There wouldn’t be the white noise coming from the outside if the Leafs 
played to their capabilities. Veteran defenceman Mark Giordano 
welcomes the chatter. 

“I love it,” Giordano said. “I would much rather play in a city that cares 
and really is involved in the day-to-day operations of the team and 
following us.  

“It’s a passionate fan base. Of course, you hear things and you see 
things and you watch things, but there’s nothing like playing in a 
Canadian market. It’s great.” 

Philadelphia is coming off a 1-0 loss in overtime against the Rangers in 
New York on Tuesday night, but that doesn’t diminish the fact the Flyers 
have had a solid start, going 5-2-2. 

“You might say they are leaning on their goaltending a ton, but they out-
chanced Carolina last week in a game and Tampa not too long ago,” 
Keefe said. “They are a team that through work ethic and 
competitiveness and structure and sound goaltending has built a high 
level of confidence. That’s something you have to break your way 
through.” 

The Flyers didn’t hold a morning skate. It’s expected Felix Sandstrom, 
who has a record of 0-6-1 in seven NHL games (including  0-2 this 
season) will start in goal after Carter Hart played in New York. 

“Playing another good, fast hockey team,” Tortorella said late Tuesday 
night. “We just need to be simple. We need to be straight ahead, we 
need to find ourselves early in the game, gaining the blue line and 
allowing ourselves to forecheck.  

“I do believe in back-to-backs your second wind kicks in quicker. I think 
you play freer in those back-to-backs once you get through that. 

“(The Leafs) are licking their chops right now for their start. We have to 
get through that.” 

Pontus Holmberg will make his NHL debut, centring the Leafs’ third line. 

Keefe said defenceman Timothy Liljegren, who is slated to come off LTIR 
later this week after undergoing off-season hernia surgery, is in line to 
make his season debut on Saturday against the Boston Bruins. 

Keefe said the team does not yet have test results back on Jake Muzzin, 
who saw a specialist last week regarding his neck injury.   

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

The Leafs’ projected lineup: 

FORWARDS 

LW-C-RW 

Michael Bunting-Auston Matthews-Mitch Marner 

Alex Kerfoot-John Tavares-William Nylander 

Pierre Engvall-Pontus Holmberg-Calle Jarnkrok 

Zach Aston-Reese-David Kampf-Denis Malgin 

DEFENCE 

Morgan Rielly-Victor Mete 

TJ Brodie-Justin Holl 

Mark Giordano-Rasmus Sandin 

GOAL 

Ilya Samsonov 

Erik Kallgren 

tkoshan@postmedia.com 
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Leafs must avoid being least of the East 

 

Lance Hornby 

 

From not being able to put the puck into the Pacific Ocean, the Maple 
Leafs are back East to face a vastly improved Eastern Conference. 

Eleven of their 15 games in November are against their own lodge, which 
so far is not showing the usual have and have-not divide. 

Clubs ranked second through 15th in the East were separated by just five 
points before Toronto took on the Philadelphia Flyers Wednesday night, 
four points out of last spot. 

Thirteen times in the past few days, Eastern teams took points from the 
West, including two by the Leafs, though that was overshadowed by 
losing all four overall in Vegas and California against mostly beatable 
clubs. And on nights that East plays East, four games since the weekend 
went to overtime where both clubs had at least a point to help them stay 
up on the Leafs, including the Flyers’ 1-0 loss Tuesday in Manhattan. 

All that puts more heat on Toronto general manager Kyle Dubas, coach 
Sheldon Keefe and the players now that they’re home and looking up the 
board at last year’s weaker entries such as Montreal, Detroit and New 
Jersey. 

“It’s important in this next little stretch, No. 1 to start playing really well, 
then results will take care of themselves,” said defenceman Mark 
Giordano. “If you really look at the standings, Boston has got off to a real 
hot start, Jersey has picked up, too and there’s a bunch of teams in a big 
pack. Seems like there’s a ton around .500.” 

Tuesday’s first practice and media availability since ending the Western 
swing with a collapse in Anaheim was predictably scrutinized. While it 
would’ve helped turn down the temperature or deflect criticism if Dubas 
had addressed the media about the slow start, Keefe and the players got 
through the workout, the interviews and seem repurposed by Wednesday 
morning for the week ahead. 

After the Flyers, Toronto has those sizzling Bruins in town Saturday and 
Carolina (6-2-1) on the road back-to-back. Keefe is sticking to his mantra 
of telling players to clear their minds of outside noise. 

“We talked about our opponent today of course, but to be honest, the last 
couple of days is about ourselves and continue to get our game right.” 

There will be new lineup elements to enhance that approach. Pontus 
Holmberg is up from the minors and slated to centre a new line with Calle 
Jarnkrok and Pierre Engvall. Neither incumbent has had a very good 
season yet and the hope is the creative Holmberg is the spark. 

Holmberg joined the Marlies late last year from the Vaxjo club in Sweden 
and had four points in six games. Leaf countryman Rasmus Sandin joked 
Holmberg is “pissed” he hasn’t scored yet in seven games this season 
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with the Marlies, though Sandin’s word must do for now as Holmberg is 
still learning English. It’s part of the reason Keefe put him on a line with 
two Swedes. 

As this week rolls on, the Leafs will have another Swede back in the 
lineup, defenceman Timothy Liljegren, one of their six starters in last 
spring’s playoffs. He’s been out since before training camp with hernia 
surgery, he and Jordie Benn wrapping up their AHL conditioning stints by 
Friday. 

For now, Keefe broke up his most dependable pair Morgan Rielly and TJ 
Brodie to place Brodie with the much-maligned Justin Holl and Victor 
Mete with Rielly, a risk putting Brodie on his unfamiliar left side. 

It does not appear blueline stalwart Jake Muzzin is coming back anytime 
soon. He hasn’t been on the ice since getting hurt before the road trip 
and Keefe said the team has not yet received the results of tests 
conducted in California last week with a neck injury specialist. 

Keefe said Wednesday there are no plans to take the drastic step of 
separating all-star centre Auston Matthews and right winger Mitch 
Marner, targets of most complaints for compiling just five goals between 
them so far. But the coach added that option was not off the table if the 
offensive woes continue. 

Social and mainstream media have chased after just about every 
department on the masthead since the dismal trip, Dubas for leaving the 
club no cap room to make trades, Keefe for not motivating and president 
Brendan Shanahan for sticking with both after a number of preceding 
playoff setbacks. 

But the players think a few wins will change the narrative as it did last 
year after a 2-5 start became a 115-point roll. 

“Sheldon is doing a great job making the boys feel confident,” winger 
William Nylander said. “Obviously it’s tough when you’re losing, 
everybody wants to be better. He’s been hard (on certain players), but 
he’s still helping those guys out. 

“I took a walk yesterday with my dogs and ran into some fans. Everyone 
is positive. Everyone knows we are capable of playing better.” 
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Maple Leafs’ stars can push team through their early-season funk 

 

Jonas Siegel 

 

Five players collected points on the Maple Leafs’ first two goals against 
the Flyers: Auston Matthews, John Tavares, Mitch Marner, William 
Nylander, and Morgan Rielly. 

The five highest-paid players on the team. The core, essentially (minus 
Jake Muzzin). 

Tavares ended up with the biggest night of them all. He scored a hat trick 
and set up the Matthews goal that put the Leafs on the board — all that 
in less than 13 minutes of ice time. The performance powered the Leafs 
to a much-needed win. 

There haven’t been enough nights like that yet from the stars. It’s the 
biggest reason, wobbly defence notwithstanding, for the early-season 
funk. Matthews, Marner, Nylander, and Tavares especially, the forwards 
responsible for driving the bus offensively, have all gotten off to rather 
mild starts. 

“I think there’s no secret, whether it’s myself or some of our other core 
guys,” Tavares said, “we want to be difference makers.” 

Tavares has been the best of the bunch so far. The bulk of his damage 
has come on the power play. He punched home another power-play goal 
against the Flyers, his fifth already, or exactly half of his total from all of 
last season. 

What’s been striking about his play there so far is how much he’s 
controlling the paint. Tavares’ 18 high-danger attempts on the power play 
are second only to Rangers’ blue-paint prowler Chris Kreider. He’s 
generating over 23 such attempts per 60 minutes (small sample size 
notwithstanding). 

Last season that number was 13. 

He’s pounced on just about everything and made it count. He’s also 
made plays for others: 

Papi puts it home!! pic.twitter.com/kkxFhjqcDX 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 2, 2022 

Tavares had been lagging at five-on-five though. He’d gone the first 10 
games without a single five-on-five goal, in fact, before earning two on 
Wednesday night. 

It was determination from Tavares down low in the o-zone that got the 
Leafs cooking on the first one. He was all over pucks, winning them, 
protecting them. Eventually, he was rewarded. 

The second goal was prettier. Tavares simply danced Travis Sanheim, 
showing off the half-step he added in the offseason. 

  JOHHHHNNNNY BOOOOOYYY!!!!!   pic.twitter.com/DMUsyNw4fC 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 3, 2022 

It’s one game against a so-so opponent, but what was most encouraging 
for the Leafs was how the line Tavares led performed. In short, they 
dominated – winning almost 90 percent of the expected goals, and of 
course, scoring the pair from Tavares. 

The Tavares-Nylander pairing had a rocky road trip out west, and failed 
to function effectively together in the second half of last season. It would 
be a big deal for the Leafs if their line could finally start to become a 
nightly advantage. 

It would take some nightly pressure off the Matthews’ unit, and also put 
some pressure, conversely, on opponents. The whole “pick your poison” 
element the Leafs haven’t really had in full force. 

Tavares explained recently that when he and Nylander were dialled in 
they were forcing turnovers, and “using each other really well. So 
continuing to play off one another, especially the guy without the puck.” 

Find the open areas, that is, when the other guy had the puck. 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe has circled back to Alex Kerfoot as the line’s 
third wheel. It remains to be seen if that will hold up, but really this should 
come down to Tavares and Nylander, the two supporting stars finding a 
better way to coexist. 

The lineup gets all kinds of funky when Keefe has to split them up. 

What’s oddly more curious right now is whether, or rather, when, the line 
above them will get going. Matthews, Marner, and Michael Bunting 
haven’t come close to matching last season’s dominance with a capital 
D. 

They’ve actually been outscored 5-3 so far this season, and were hit with 
the first Flyers goal (minus Bunting) on Wednesday night. 

Last season, the Leafs pumped teams 55-28 (plus-27) when those three 
were out there. 

A tad bit of misfortune? For sure. The on-ice shooting percentage when 
the trio has been out there: Just 4.6 percent. Last season: Over 15 
percent. And yet, they also haven’t imposed their will as much either with 
the kind of turnover, turnover, turnover, goal action of last season. 
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That led Keefe to briefly drop Bunting from the line. However, he’s stuck 
with the Matthews-Marner partnership. 

“Ultimately, I just feel like last season those guys developed an even 
greater chemistry than they’ve ever had,” the Leafs coach explained on 
Wednesday morning. “I’m not at the point yet where I feel like the answer 
for us to get going is to separate the guys that had some of the best 
chemistry in the league last season, and carried us to great heights in the 
regular season. Those guys are committed to working through it together, 
and I am still at the point of giving them the opportunity to work with them 
on that.” 

Matthews has registered only one five-on-five goal and point all season. 
He finished with 38 (top in the league) and 66 (second) last season. The 
Leafs will struggle to pile up wins if the five-on-five goals champ isn’t 
producing as usual. He is finding ways to produce on the power play. 

The Leafs still haven’t had a ‘Matthews game.’ The breakout feels 
imminent. He’s starting to skate better than he has all season and is 
pumping shots on goal. 

Keefe will have to more seriously contemplate a change-up if a breakout 
for the line doesn’t come soon. Even if it’s only temporary. The Leafs 
coach broke Matthews and Marner up for a few weeks last season – 10 
games in all – amid similar struggles early in the year. (And I still do 
wonder if the Leafs would be a better team when it matters if Marner and 
Matthews were each powering their own line — though the allure of their 
powers together is obviously as enticing as it gets). 

Marner’s second-half scoring/shooting binge hasn’t carried over to this 
season, particularly at five-on-five. A lot of his attempts simply aren’t 
getting through to the tender. 

He didn’t have a shot or attempt at five-on-five against the Flyers. 

Mitch Marner shooting 

Season 5-on-5 shots/60 

2020-21 

7.0 

2021-22 

7.3 

2022-23 

3.7 

Marner’s shooting took the twosome, and the line, to a whole new level 
last season. 

“If I remember correctly he wasn’t hitting the net very much this time last 
year either,” Keefe said recently. “Sometimes things just take a while to 
settle in and find that groove.” 

Marner, like Matthews, hasn’t been his electric self just yet – though he is 
tops on the team in five-on-five scoring (six points) and tied for second on 
the team overall in point production. 

He and Nylander both have 11 points apiece. 

The Leafs’ stars can all be a lot better – Rielly included. There wouldn’t 
be nearly the focus on the other parts of the roster (the struggling D, the 
new additions still finding their way) if the stars were all performing as 
expected. 

Once they lift off, if they lift off, the Leafs will be fine. 

Stats and research courtesy of Natural Stat Trick 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.03.2022 

1257791 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Maple Leafs report cards: John Tavares’ hat trick lifts Leafs past Flyers 

 

Joshua Kloke 

 

That sound you hear is the weight of the world falling off the shoulders of 
the Maple Leafs, if only for an evening. 

After a dreadful western road trip in which the Leafs went winless in four 
games and the heat around this team rose to a boiling point, the Leafs 
did exactly what was needed against a Philadelphia Flyers team on the 
second night of a back-to-back: they didn’t hold on for dear life, instead 
scoring three five-on-five goals for the first time since the season opener 
and taking the game to the opposition in a comprehensive 5-2 win. 

“It’s a really positive step forward for us,” said Auston Matthews 
postgame. 

A hat trick from Leafs captain John Tavares stood out but the fact that 
nearly every Leaf played composed and consistent hockey led to some 
well-deserved smiles throughout the Leafs bench by the end of the 
game. 

First star 

John Tavares 

No question whatsoever who the Leafs’ best player was. With a hat trick, 
an assist, five shots on goal, continued effective play with and without the 
puck and a 60 percent success rate in the face-off circle, you could 
sense the Leafs’ captain showed up at the rink Wednesday afternoon 
with a singular focus. 

I liked how well Tavares boxed out a few tired-looking Flyers well to 
protect the puck in the offensive zone early on. Later in the first period, 
Tavares’ slick, short pass to Matthews set up the Leafs’ first goal really 
well. On his next shift, Tavares’ continued to protect the puck with his 
strength and ended up circling to the right position before burying the 
Leafs’ second goal. And then, not much in the way of a celebration from 
him: his nod, and lack of enthusiasm, seemed to fit the mood of the day. 

Obviously, there was a little more enthusiasm in his celebration after his 
second goal, and why wouldn’t there be? What a tremendous solo effort 
here: 

Unreal 

Johnny Fricken Toronto pic.twitter.com/4KiP8dzWVu 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 

His power-play goal to seal the hat trick was something straight from the 
practice rink. Heckuva season he’s putting together amidst the early 
season struggles. 

And even with the goals, we should probably mention how he spent the 
rest of the game making smart little plays with the puck when under 
pressure. 

Tavares came to play tonight pic.twitter.com/5gh5O7D0DT 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 

Second star 

Ilya Samsonov 

Samsonov looked frozen on the Flyers’ first goal, but it’s worth wondering 
if he had a clear look at the puck with Matthews trying to get in front of 
Joel Farabee’s shot. Now, he then looked as mobile in the net as he has 
all season with a dynamic save in close during the second period. 

His name is Ilya Smiles Samsonov pic.twitter.com/vycd5ctg28 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 
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Overall, though, this was a good, verging on great performance from 
Samsonov. There were a few shaky moments when he was saved by a 
post or a shot going wide, but he ended up making a respectable 23 of 
25 saves. And it felt like it was the highlight-reel saves that helped settle 
his team down in a close game. 

SAMMMMMMMYYYYYY!!! pic.twitter.com/kFvKpJ9XX5 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 3, 2022 

Smiles all around! 

Third star 

Morgan Rielly 

Rielly was on his game, moving with purpose towards the goal and 
throwing creative passes in the offensive zone to try and hem the Flyers 
in their own zone. 

what a play by Morgan Rielly pic.twitter.com/nbkiOo4lni 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 2, 2022 

Defensively, he tried to block shots when he could, and generally looked 
in control of the game when he was on the ice. Rielly had two assists on 
the night. 

Player reports 

A- 

Zach Aston-Reese  

I saw some good things from Aston-Reese on the penalty kill, including 
timely movement and effort to win his battles. It looked like he wouldn’t 
get a better chance for his first goal as a Leaf than when he hit the post 
in the second period, but he ended up converting with a quick rebound in 
the third period. After the evident frustration on the bench in the second 
period, his smile after his goal spoke volumes. 

Calle Jarnkrok 

There was some jump in Jarnkrok’s step early on, complemented with 
some smart puck movement to keep the Leafs’ cycle game going and 
create rushes. His passing game wasn’t glamorous but it worked. 

Järnkrok almost made it 3-1 pic.twitter.com/qa2dOW2aSv 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 

On the penalty kill, Jarnkrok’s confidence to hold onto the puck helped kill 
off valuable seconds. 

Auston Matthews 

Matthews calmly converted a smart John Tavares pass in tight for his 
first-period, power-play goal. He upped the pace in his play as the game 
wore on and kept Flyers goalie Felix Sandstrom on his game with a few 
quick shots and some necessary physicality. Matthews added an assist. 

B+ 

Mark Giordano  

Before he dropped the gloves in the third period, playing with serious dad 
strength, Giordano’s game was typically clean, and his second-period 
holding penalty close to the Leafs goal felt warranted. His third-period 
fight after he jumped into the fray for his teammate Auston Matthews, 
drew cheers from the Scotiabank Arena crowd. The fight felt, at least 
from the outside, rather cathartic. 

“Those are the kinds of things that help build your team a little bit closer,” 
said head coach Sheldon Keefe. 

Pierre Engvall 

Engvall had himself a decent performance with the puck, didn’t he? He 
played simple enough hockey at times, throwing the puck on net when he 

had to. Engvall constantly had his head up, finding the passing lanes he 
had to. His strong skating was on display as he quickly created a two-on-
one almost on his own midway through the second period. 

T.J. Brodie 

Brodie probably could have been a bit more aggressive while defending 
ahead of the Flyers’ second-period goal but he put together a solid 
performance overall, drawing two penalties in the process. The team’s 
ice time felt spread out but Brodie still logged a team-high 21:34. 

Mitch Marner 

A questionable clearing effort from Marner wasn’t directly responsible for 
the Flyers’ first goal, but it didn’t help matters much either. Offensively, 
Marner’s game was far from its electric best, but I thought he looked 
more and more comfortable with the puck as the game wore on and 
contributed two assists. 

B 

David Kampf 

It took a while for Kampf to do anything that really stuck out, but towards 
the end of the second period and into the third period, he made some 
effective plays with his stick and when controlling the puck on the penalty 
kill. Kampf had an assist. 

Alex Kerfoot 

I had time for Kerfoot’s game as he looked to have the necessary energy 
for a must-win game. 

William Nylander  

Let’s call this an up-and-down, but mostly up, game from Nylander. I 
didn’t love Nylander’s play on the power play in the first period. He just 
didn’t seem super sharp with the puck at a time when, well, it has to be! 
To be fair to Nylander, the Leafs didn’t have much going at all in that 
second power play of the period. 

Nylander eventually rebounded with some precise stick work to create a 
second-period breakaway, as well as a primary assist on Tavares’ goal. 

a block and a scoring chance for Nylander pic.twitter.com/gVSiQlNxBJ 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 

The end of the second period saw Nylander take two penalties in a row 
which certainly made things tense around the Scotiabank Arena. 

Denis Malgin  

There were a few notable instances when Malgin’s puck movement, 
craftiness with the puck and stick work stood out. 

Malgin? pic.twitter.com/KWKijFF3AI 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 

But his video of his cross-checking penalty in the second period, deep in 
the offensive zone certainly won’t be shown in instructional videos to 
young players. Malgin logged a primary assist on Aston-Reese’s goal 
and outside of that aforementioned penalty, played responsibly. 

B- 

Justin Holl 

Many will point and scowl at Holl’s egregious fan on his pass in the 
second period that could have ended up hurting the Leafs worse than it 
did.  When watching the play again, it looked like there was some 
miscommunication between him and Matthews. Seconds later, Holl 
wasn’t in the right position to keep the puck in the offensive zone and 
heard about it with a chorus of boos from the crowd. Big yikes, for sure. 

Holl having a tough shift pic.twitter.com/9yTIGYwRMK 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 
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It’s easy to pick on Holl right now. But there were lots of positives in his 
game on Wednesday, including some good defensive reads. He also led 
all Leafs defencemen with 78 percent of five-on-five expected goals. 

good bounceback from Holl denying the zone entry on the penalty kill 
pic.twitter.com/ozXcZbLt3D 

— Omar (@TicTacTOmar) November 3, 2022 

Victor Mete 

Outside of a smart pass or two and a first-period cross-checking penalty, 
this was a quiet game from Mete. He didn’t play poorly. Far from it, in 
fact, but his game just didn’t stand out, is all. Mete added a secondary 
assist on Tavares’ third-period goal. 

Rasmus Sandin 

I had to appreciate how, midway through the first period, after Flyers 
forward Wade Allison didn’t make Sandin look great with a quick dangle, 
Sandin himself showed some urgency and threw a decent hit along the 
boards. 

Michael Bunting 

Bunting drawing a first-period hooking penalty was a step towards 
making all seem right and normal in the Leafs world. 

He probably could have made a better play along the boards with the 
puck midway through the second period ahead of a Mark Giordano 
penalty. Bunting’s game didn’t stand out compared to some of his 
teammates but his peskiness didn’t let up, either. 

C+ 

Pontus Holmberg 

There wasn’t much hesitation in Holmberg’s game as he moved toward 
the goal well in his NHL debut. He logged a team low 9:31 TOI but just 
keeping his head above water in your first NHL game is all you can ask 
for. 

“From what he’s shown me, he’s got a future in this league,” said Keefe 
postgame. 

Game Score 

Final grade: A- 

It doesn’t matter to me that the Flyers are a team outside of a playoff spot 
and were playing for the second night in a row. You can only play the 
team in front of you, and coming out and throwing 15 shots on goal in the 
first period was exactly what the Leafs had to do. They controlled the 
play with the puck and largely applied good pressure defensively. 

The Leafs ended up outshooting the Flyers 44-25 and logged an 
incredible 70 percent of the five-on-five expected goals. 

That the Leafs took eight minor penalties throughout the game was 
concerning, but the positives here far outweigh the negatives here and 
there. 

Now, what does matter in the long run is whether the Leafs can keep up 
this kind of play for long stretches of the season. That’s what’s evaded 
them so far this season, of course. 

But when grading this game and this game alone, they passed with flying 
colours. 

What’s next for the Leafs? 

The Leafs host the Boston Bruins on Saturday at 7 p.m. on CBC and 
Sportsnet. 

(Stats via Natural Stat Trick) 
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LeBrun: What rival NHL executives are saying about the simmering 
Maple Leafs powder keg 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

 

TORONTO — The problem, of course, is that you can’t evaluate the 
Maple Leafs’ start to the 2022-23 season in a vacuum. 

Whether it’s fair or not, the team’s 4-4-2 record isn’t just about the first 10 
games of the season. 

It’s about a powder keg that has always been sitting there because, for 
this organization as it’s currently constructed, this is the do-or-die 
season. 

It’s about general manager Kyle Dubas not being offered a contract 
extension this past summer, which came after the team lost in the first 
round of the playoffs — which came after other first-round fumbles in the 
years prior. No one’s panicking about the Lightning’s so-so start. For 
obvious reasons. When the Leafs decided not to extend Dubas, it put 
everyone in the organization on notice, including the players. And they 
can’t help but feel it, whether they admit it or not. 

And it’s about Auston Matthews, who likely has to decide by the end of 
this season if he intends to extend with the Leafs. His current contract 
expires and he becomes an unrestricted free agent after the 2023-24 
season. I still think he will want to re-sign with the Leafs. But the point is, 
that’s another major franchise decision looming, and wouldn’t that 
decision be easier to make if the team finally does something in the 
playoffs? 

There’s so much riding on this season for so many people, and from the 
offseason into camp, people from other organizations relayed to me that 
they could sense that tension in the Toronto front office. And I mean, it’s 
understandable. People’s jobs are on the line. 

What I didn’t see coming, and maybe I should have given what’s at 
stake, was this level of drama so early this season. I figured this team 
would more or less steamroll through the regular season, finish first or 
second in the Atlantic, and then we would get set for the playoff drama, 
regardless of the final outcome. 

But since training camp, head coach Sheldon Keefe has been hinting at 
his level of concern through his actions, whether it’s dropping an F-bomb 
during a drill in camp or directing a number of postgame comments at his 
players right from opening night in Montreal. 

Some of his comments early this season have certainly been noted 
around the league. 

I asked Keefe during his daily media availability on the morning of an 
Oct. 20 game against the Stars if he intended to approach the season 
this way or if it was spur-of-the-moment reactions. 

He responded: “Well, it’s a little bit of both. It’s a combination of the fact 
that we had talked before the season began about the importance of 
being really consistent and having our game, as often as we can, look 
like ourselves. Right from Game 1, that wasn’t the case. Even though 
you have a lot of good things happening in preseason and you got a lot 
of confidence going, you go out there and it doesn’t look that way. 

“For a team that’s been together as long as ours has — I know we have 
new players and stuff like that — but obviously the identity of our team 
and the core of our team has remained the same. So there’s an 
expectation that you would start at a really high level. And you don’t. So 
that was disappointing.” 

Specifically, at the time, he was referring to losses to the Habs and 
Coyotes. 
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“We’ve been talking about not leaving those points on the table and it just 
so happens (with) the schedule, we get two opponents there that were 
the type of teams we struggled with last season,” Keefe continued. “And 
the expectation (is) that we’ve improved there, and we didn’t. So, I think 
(the sharp criticisms of players are) more just a symptom of that than 
anything. 

“I don’t know if I had a game plan to how I was going to approach the 
early going here other than to say that there’s a high expectation that our 
group would continue to grow and have a good start to the season (and), 
particularly in those types of games, we would be better. And we haven’t 
been.” 

First of all, I appreciate the honesty in that answer. 

And since then, there have been losses to San Jose and Anaheim, which 
presumably would again be the type of teams Keefe was referring to. 

What I make of Keefe’s edgy behavior with his players so early in the 
season is that he’s trying to get the foundation as right as possible for 
playoff time as opposed to waiting until then to raise the decibel level. 

Which I get. Don’t cram last minute for your final exam. Do the work 
ahead of time. 

But in the process, he obviously risks alienating his top players, as our 
intrepid Leafs beat writer Jonas Siegel wondered about after the Ducks 
loss and the Mitch Marner benching heard around the world. 

Benching one of the most important players on the team sends a very 
powerful message. 

But it's also a risky decision that could backfire on Maple Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe if he loses the backing of Mitch Marner, writes 
@jonassiegel.https://t.co/JFznUhBMd0 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) October 31, 2022 

All of which, of course, has Toronto media and fans alike wondering how 
hot a seat Keefe is on. 

One thing to consider: Not that Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment is 
counting its pennies, but remember that MLSE is still paying Mike 
Babcock this season through June 30 for one last year at $5.8 million. 
Keefe makes just under $2 million in salary for each of this season and 
next. If you fire Keefe, you’re paying two guys just south of $7.8 million 
this season not to coach. Gulp. It’s MLSE, so maybe that’s a drop in the 
bucket, but then also add on whatever salary is attached to a new coach, 
especially if it’s a new coach with a brand name. MLSE would be in 
double digits overall this year between the new coach and the two former 
coaches. 

For example, Barry Trotz isn’t coming to Toronto for anything less than 
$5 million per year, in my mind anyway. Speaking to Trotz back in 
September, it was clear that while he eventually wanted to return to an 
NHL bench, he wasn’t quite ready yet. He needs more time to attend to 
things in his personal life. My understanding is that Trotz wouldn’t be 
ready to entertain an NHL return until December at the earliest. 

In any case, I don’t believe a coaching change is the first thing the Leafs 
should look at if things don’t improve. 

Instead, I agree with our Leafs columnist James Mirtle that the first thing I 
would look at, as difficult as it is so far away from the March 3 trade 
deadline, is making a transaction to help the roster. 

Why the Leafs should be active on the trade market before other big 
moveshttps://t.co/zsyUx5qyyD 

— James Mirtle (@mirtle) November 1, 2022 

I get that it’s hard in a flat cap world this early in the season, but look at 
those two Vancouver deals last week. Nothing big, but they’re tweaks 
that could help the team. 

Personally? I think it’s too early for this level of panic in the Toronto 
market. I think this team will get going. 

I reached out to several rival front-office executives to see if they agreed, 
asking them for their honest takes on the Leafs. Some politely declined to 
comment because it’s too early, but others responded (via text message 
and under the condition of anonymity, of course): 

Team exec No. 1: “Playing .500 10 games in and two points out of a 
playoff spot … let’s not panic here!! They obviously need to figure it out 
but way too early to panic.” 

Team exec No. 2: “I would be a little bit nervous if I were them. … They 
haven’t looked great so far. I still think they are very likely to make the 
playoffs, but I don’t think it is guaranteed, and the bar for them is higher 
than that.” 

Team exec No. 3: “There are 72 games to go, lots of runway. That group 
will get going.” 

Team exec No. 4: “It’s too early to panic. The games I’ve watched, it 
really was how inconsistent they were during the game. They looked 
great then just awful. I thought before the season goaltending was a 
concern but (Ilya) Samsonov has been solid. Offensively they have a top-
five team in the league maybe even top-three. Defensively they need to 
defend as a five-man unit and take pride in it. Also losing to all these 
weak teams just shows me they don’t have a killer instinct. They go into 
games thinking it’s going to be easy. So that’s on the coaches to get 
them ready. With all that, I totally think they will be fine.” 

The reality of the situation is that the kind of major changes that some 
Leafs fans are clamoring for don’t normally happen in-season. Those 
who want Dubas fired, for example, and want a new GM in place, to me 
that’s an offseason project when you have access to a larger field of 
candidates. 

And more profound roster changes are easier to pull off in June than they 
are midseason. There are just more teams willing to talk about things 
when there’s more flexibility. 

That’s not saying changes aren’t coming if the season goes off the rails. 
They most likely will be. 

But I still think the likeliest scenario is the Leafs get back on track and we 
wait until springtime for that true final exam for the organization, one way 
or another. 
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‘Hockey Doc’ charged with sexual assault faced a similar allegation years 
ago. How was he able to keep working with players? 

 

Katie Strang 

11-14 minutes 03/11/2022 

 

Last month, Dr. Zvi Levran was charged with seven counts of criminal 
sexual conduct in Oakland County, Mich., after a 19-year-old male 
hockey player told police that on Oct. 18 he was sexually assaulted by 
Levran, a urologist, during a medical exam in Levran’s basement office of 
his Farmington Hills home. Levran pleaded not guilty at his arraignment 
on Oct. 22. 

Levran, 66, is well-known in suburban Detroit hockey circles where he 
was referred to as the “Hockey Doc” or “Doc.” He worked as a volunteer 
with high school hockey programs, including those in Farmington and 
Novi, off and on for nearly two decades, and he also helped with the 
Michigan Developmental Hockey League, which runs prior to the high 
school season. The MDHL puts together a select team of elite performers 
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— known as Team Michigan — for a USA Hockey-affiliated event in 
Minnesota, and Levran has traveled with the team and served as an on-
site physician. 

Levran performed physical examinations, treated injuries and offered soft 
tissue massages to players. The 19-year-old who was allegedly 
assaulted went to see Levran for medical treatment. News of Levran’s 
arrest jolted the insular Michigan hockey community. Asked about the 
response from the public, Oakland County Prosecutor Karen McDonald 
said:  “I would classify it as widespread. … I want to be very careful. 
These are allegations, nothing more. There’s been no conviction here 
and he’s presumed innocent but, based on the evidence and the amount 
of people that have contacted law enforcement and our office and the 
amount of players and individuals (who) were in contact (with Levran), 
we’re very concerned.” 

Michigan isn’t the only state where Levran worked as a hockey team 
doctor. From 2011 to 2018, he lived in Fergus Falls, Minn., and for a time 
worked as a volunteer doctor treating players at Fergus Falls High. But 
he stopped working with athletes there in December 2017, The Athletic 
has learned, after a 16-year-old male hockey player talked of being 
sexually assaulted by Levran during an examination. 

The player who made the allegation told The Athletic that he went to see 
Levran for a shoulder injury and that, after examining the player’s 
shoulder, Levran reached down his pants. “While I was there, he took an 
opportunity to grope my genitalia,” said the player, who is not being 
identified per The Athletic’s policy to not name sexual assault victims 
without their consent. “It was super random; it was super strange. I had a 
shoulder injury — there was no reason (for him to do that).” 

At least one official at the Fergus Falls School District and individuals at 
Lake Region Medical Group — Levran’s employer — became aware of 
the alleged sexual assault. Yet local law enforcement agencies and the 
county’s human services department said they have no record of any 
complaints or reports filed about Levran beyond traffic incidents. And 
officials at Fergus Falls Schools and Lake Region Medical Group either 
declined to comment, citing privacy laws, or were vague in response to 
questions about how they handled the alleged incident. 

It does not appear, based on interviews with players and others around 
the Fergus Falls program, that a wide investigation into Levran’s 
interactions with players in Fergus Falls was conducted. Had that 
occurred, former players told The Athletic, it might have revealed other 
examples of alleged misconduct by Levran, including another instance 
when a second male player says he went to see Levran for a shoulder 
injury and had his genitalia touched. 

“We’d joke about it on the team,” the second player told The Athletic. “Go 
in for a shoulder (injury) and have your balls checked.” 

In both Fergus Falls and Michigan, Levran was viewed as an eccentric 
who was eager to be accepted among the teenagers in the locker room. 
One year in Minnesota, players said Levran hosted a team bonding event 
at his home. According to one player, that party included a power yoga 
session that their coach attended. The boys also swam in Levran’s pool 
and he ordered them pizza. That player said he doesn’t remember 
anything outside the norm, besides some unique flourishes in Levran’s 
house. 

“There was leopard print everywhere, and a massage table,” the player 
said. 

Levran sometimes advised players on the trajectory of their hockey 
careers and extolled the virtues of yoga and meditation. Two players in 
Minnesota said Levran suggested that weekly yoga sessions should be 
performed in their underwear. He also tried to relate to players by joking 
about girls and sex, which some found humorous and others off-putting. 

“There was a lot of conversations that, as high school boys, we thought 
was kind of funny,” one player from Fergus Falls said, adding that Levran 
used to make sexual references and talk about the “male G-Spot.” 

“We were in over our heads and didn’t realize it at the time,” the player 
said. “It just became normal.” 

Levran was known for his enthusiastic use of the topical analgesic cream 
Tiger Balm, rubbing it on players. Levran also offered soft tissue 
massages to players, though he does not hold a license as a massage 
therapist nor as an athletic trainer. Levran holds a license as a medical 
doctor, according to Minnesota and Michigan state licensing databases. 
According to his attorney, he is also a certified yoga instructor. 

In 2017, when he was in his junior year, the first Fergus Falls High player 
who spoke to The Athletic said he went to Levran for a shoulder injury. In 
the days following the alleged sexual assault, the player was in the 
training room with a teammate and told his teammate what had occurred. 
That conversation was overheard by Todd Grothe, a trainer who, like 
Levran, was employed by Lake Region Medical Group. When reached by 
phone, Grothe said that he reported the conversation to someone but 
would not say who and referred all questions by The Athletic to Lake 
Region Medical Group and the Fergus Falls School District. 

The day after Grothe overheard that conversation in the trainer’s room, 
the player who Levran allegedly assaulted said he was called to his 
school’s administrative offices and questioned about his visit with the 
doctor. The player said he shared with a school official what had 
happened and that he felt the incident was “creepy.” The player couldn’t 
be certain who questioned him, saying it was one of two school officials. 
The Athletic contacted both administrators; one said he had no memory 
of meeting with the player; the other said he was “not at liberty” to 
discuss the details. The player said neither of his parents attended the 
meeting. 

“I was unhappy about the school bringing my son — my 16-year-old son 
— down to talk about this without notifying me of the issue at all 
beforehand,” said the player’s father. 

Under Minnesota statute, most school officials and healthcare workers 
are considered mandatory reporters and obligated to notify law 
enforcement or local county social services in the event of suspected 
sexual abuse involving a minor (reports are then cross-reported, meaning 
whichever entity receives the report then notifies the other, according to a 
county official). 

Current superintendent Jeff Drake confirmed that Levran was a volunteer 
for the district “for a period of time ending on December 13, 2017” but 
declined to answer a number of questions about the school’s response to 
the allegation against Levran. “I cannot comment on matters involving 
students due to state and federal data privacy laws,” he said. Jerry Ness, 
the acting superintendent during the 2017-18 school year, referred all 
questions to Drake and hung up the phone. 

Lake Region Medical Group, when initially asked about the handling of 
the allegation against Levran, said in a statement that beyond 
confirmation of Levran’s employment dates, “Lake Region Medical Group 
and Lake Region Healthcare do not comment on personnel matters.” 

Asked later about Grothe’s reporting of the conversation he overheard, 
Lake Region Medical Group sent a follow-up statement: “Todd Grothe 
reported concerns he observed while Dr. Levran was volunteering for the 
local high school hockey program to his direct supervisor. Lake Region 
Healthcare and Lake Region Medical Group take all such reports very 
seriously and the matter was escalated appropriately and immediately. 
We consulted with local authorities and undertook a thorough 
investigation, and after completed and reviewed, appropriate action was 
taken.” 

The Fergus Falls Police Department has no records pertaining to Levran, 
save for a traffic warning in 2016. Otter Tail County Sheriff’s Department 
has no records relevant to misconduct but Levran was issued a traffic 
warning in 2012 and a traffic citation in 2014. Otter Tail County Human 
Services had no relevant records to produce. 
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When asked to clarify which “local authorities” were consulted, Lake 
Region Medical Group spokesperson Katie Johnson said the 
organization didn’t “have anything further to provide at this time.” 

Multiple hockey players said that not long after the school became aware 
of the allegation against Levran, he stopped working with the program. 
The player Levran allegedly assaulted said he declined to pursue 
criminal charges because he found recounting the details of what 
happened “embarrassing.” He added that he initially felt guilty that his 
disclosure had prompted Levran’s exit but said teammates later shared 
similar experiences with the doctor. 

Another player told The Athletic that he also went to see Levran in 2017 
to get his shoulder examined. During that visit, Levran asked him to 
remove his pants and felt his testicles. The player said Levran told him 
he was just doing a check-up while he was there. That player never 
reported the incident to a school official but talked about it with other 
players on the team. 

“The more we grew up and the more I’ve talked about it in (my) college 
years, the more it’s like ‘Oh, no, that was really weird. He probably 
should have been gone a lot earlier,’” the player said. 

Levran’s attorney, Joseph Lavigne, when asked about the new 
allegations against his client, said he had no knowledge of any incidents 
involving players in Minnesota nor any knowledge about the end of 
Levran’s employment with the Lake Region Medical Group. Levran, a 
native of Israel, is currently out on bond and had to surrender his 
passport. 

After leaving Fergus Falls, Levran returned to Michigan and opened his 
private practice. He had previously worked as a volunteer assistant with 
Farmington’s team (he began when his son, a goaltender, made the 
team in 2002), and he returned to working with local hockey players. He 
was known for hosting drop-in skates for players on Friday nights, renting 
ice time with his own money so players could refine their skills. 

“A lot of people know about Doc’s skates,” Levran said in the 2007 news 
article in Hockey Weekly. He added that he volunteered with so many 
youth programs as a “service to the community.” 

“Everything I do is for the kids so they can play hockey and have fun with 
it,” Levran said. 

In a statement provided to The Athletic last week, Novi Schools 
superintendent Benjamin Mainka said that Levran was never an 
employee with the district, only a volunteer, and that his background 
check was current and in compliance at the time of his arrest. The school 
district has initiated an investigation into Levran’s interactions with 
student athletes “to ensure that they have not been treated 
inappropriately in any way.” 

Asked whether anyone from the Fergus Falls School District or Lake 
Region Medical Group notified Novi Schools of any complaints against 
Levran, a Novi Schools spokesperson said they did not. 
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NHL99: Joe Nieuwendyk elevated 3 championship teams — ‘No 
Nieuwendyk, no Cup’ 

 

Hailey Salvian 

12-16 minutes 03/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 

we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

As Jamie Langenbrunner walked toward the New Jersey Devils dressing 
room, a member of the training staff pulled him aside. The Devils were 
down 1-0 to the Ottawa Senators in Game 7 of the 2003 Eastern 
Conference finals, and Joe Nieuwendyk wanted to see Langenbrunner in 
the trainer’s room. 

Nieuwendyk had exited the game after three shifts due to an injury 
suffered in Game 6. He knew he wasn’t going to be able to help his team 
on the ice, but that didn’t mean he couldn’t help elsewhere. 

As a leader, Nieuwendyk didn’t say a whole lot, but he always made it 
count. 

“There’s nobody I’d rather have as a teammate at this moment than you,” 
he told Langenbrunner. “You’re gonna have a big second and third.” 

Langenbrunner scored two goals in the second period. New Jersey won 
Game 7 and went on to beat the Anaheim Ducks in the Stanley Cup 
Final. 

Nieuwendyk didn’t play in the Final because of the injury, but the impact 
of that conversation was significant for Langenbrunner. Nieuwendyk, 36 
at the time, had been a mentor to Langenbrunner since his rookie season 
in Dallas and that relationship continued after the duo was traded to New 
Jersey in 2002. 

“Joe had a real knack of knowing when to say something at the right 
moment that really helped you out,” Langenbrunner said. “(It’s) the 
confidence that he gave you, that he believed in you. It was pretty 
special.” 

That speech was in some sense the last championship moment in a Hall 
of Fame career that was defined by them. 

Nieuwendyk retired in 2006, was general manager in Dallas and then 
consulted in Carolina for friend and then-Hurricanes GM Ron Francis. 
These days, he’s keeping a low profile. 

“I used the last four years to get away from hockey,” Nieuwendyk told 
The Athletic. “I’m hanging out with my wife and getting my kids through 
college. Enjoying myself.” 

Before he chose a life away from the spotlight, though, Nieuwendyk 
scored 564 goals (24th all-time) and 1,126 points in 1,257 games. He 
was an elite two-way center with a great shot and vision. He was clutch 
— no moment or game was too big. Nieuwendyk was an Olympic gold 
medalist and won a Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP. 

Most of all, he won three Stanley Cups with three different teams, 
something only 11 players have accomplished in NHL history. 
Teammates and staff who played with Nieuwendyk in Calgary, Dallas 
and New Jersey, will tell you it was no coincidence. 

“He was an integral part of numerous championship teams,” said former 
Dallas GM Bob Gainey. “This doesn’t happen by accident.” 

Nieuwendyk was the ideal second-line center for teams on the hunt for a 
championship. He could score goals. He could make plays. He was a 
winner and a leader who consistently elevated his teammates. Those are 
among the biggest reasons Nieuwendyk lands at No. 80 on The Athletic’s 
list of the 100 greatest players of the post-1967 expansion era NHL. 

“We knew how good he was. We knew how good of a teammate he 
was,” said Gary Roberts, who won a Stanley Cup with Nieuwendyk in 
Calgary. “We knew that if you bring Joe Nieuwendyk into your dressing 
room, he’s going to make people around him better. And that’s what he 
did.” 

Roberts got to Calgary one year before Nieuwendyk, his longtime friend. 

The two began playing against each other when they were 6 years old in 
Whitby, Ont., and would eventually play all their minor hockey together 
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until they turned 17. That’s when Roberts went on to play for the Ottawa 
67’s in the OHL. 

Meanwhile, Nieuwendyk went undrafted and played a tier below in Junior 
B before going to Cornell. The NCAA was an unconventional route to the 
NHL at the time, but he didn’t have many other options. He was always a 
good player, but 15-year-old Nieuwendyk was very small at a time when 
NHL players were “big bruiser” types, Roberts said. 

“I used to take care of Little Joe,” Roberts said. “And then Little Joe came 
back after one year at Cornell University and I’m looking at him going, 
‘Wow, look at you.’ Honestly, he grew like four inches and put on 20 
pounds in one year of school.” 

Nieuwendyk was physically a late bloomer, but he eventually caught up. 
And in 1985, the Flames traded up to draft him with their second-round 
pick, No. 27. 

“Going to your own draft wasn’t a big deal at the time. So I was sitting at 
home, watching TV with my mom and they were cutting away from some 
sporting event, updating the NHL draft,” Nieuwendyk said. “And in one of 
these cutaways, I saw my name to Calgary, 27th overall.” 

The moment the pick was announced, Roberts was on the phone to his 
friend, but the line was busy. Nieuwendyk, it turns out, was trying to 
reach Roberts at the same time. 

“To play with my childhood friend for 10 years was a dream come true,” 
Roberts said. 

“Having Gary there, things kind of happen for a reason,” added 
Nieuwendyk. “And it couldn’t have gone any better for me at the start of 
my career.” 

While it may have taken Nieuwendyk an extra year to get to Calgary, he 
popped immediately in the NHL. His 51-goal, 92-point season in 1988 
won him the Calder Trophy. He followed that up with another 51-goal 
season in 1989, becoming the third player (after Mike Bossy and Wayne 
Gretzky) to score 50 goals in each of his first two seasons. 

Lanny McDonald called Nieuwendyk the “perfect” 1B center. He was a 
guy who could take the pressure off the No. 1 center, which was Doug 
Gilmour back then in Calgary. 

“We had a lot of really good players in Calgary but Joe Nieuwendyk gave 
us depth at the center position,” Roberts said. “Every team that he played 
on, he added that important position. He played it very well. He was a 
very good faceoff guy. He was a very good power-play guy. He could 
skate. And he could score.” 

Nieuwendyk scored many goals over the course of his career and a lot of 
them came in big moments. But he could impact the game as a 
playmaker, too. 

“As great a shot as he had, as great as his skating was, he was a 
phenomenal passer,” McDonald said. 

In 1989, en route to the Flames’ only Stanley Cup win, Nieuwendyk 
made the one-time pass to McDonald in Game 6 against Montreal to 
break a 1-1 tie in the second period. Gilmour scored the eventual game 
and series winner in the third period, but that tie-breaking goal was 
critical. And it was the final goal of McDonald’s Hall of Fame career. 

Roberts still remembers standing on the blue line with Nieuwendyk after 
the win. They were only 22 years old. 

“I remember me and Robs having a cigar in our mouths after we’d won in 
Montreal, thinking, ‘This is awesome, we’ll do this again,'” Nieuwendyk 
said. 

When it was all said and done, Nieuwendyk took his lessons in 
leadership — and progression as a player — and went on to win the 
Stanley Cup two more times. 

The Dallas Stars knew what they needed. 

It was 1995, two years after the team had relocated from Minnesota. The 
organization had a future Hall of Famer in Mike Modano, but it wasn’t 
enough. Detroit had Steve Yzerman and Sergei Federov. Quebec was 
relocating to Colorado with Joe Sakic and Peter Forsberg. 

“We have no chance if we don’t get another centerman here to play with 
Modano,” former Stars director of scouting Craig Button recalls saying at 
the time. 

That’s when Nieuwendyk came onto the market. 

The economics of the league had started to change after the 1994 
lockout. Calgary, as a result, traded Gilmour in 1992. Al MacInnis 
followed in 1994. Nieuwendyk, unhappy with contract negotiations, chose 
not to join the Flames when the 1995 season began. 

“We couldn’t believe a player of that ilk, exactly what we had been 
looking for, was available,” Button said. 

The deliberations were brief. Flames GM Al Coates wanted a blue-chip 
prospect — not a package — in return for Nieuwendyk. The Stars had 
one in Jarome Iginla. 

It would hurt to lose Iginla, they said, but if they didn’t get someone like 
Nieuwendyk, where would the organization be? 

Probably in the same spot, they surmised: At the bottom of the league 
standings and looking for a center. So in December 1995, the Flames 
and Stars made the trade. Nieuwendyk for Iginla and Corey Millen. The 
Stars immediately signed Nieuwendyk to a five-year deal worth $11.8 
million. 

“There’s significant moves in any organization’s development or 
progression. Joe was one of the biggest for the Dallas Stars,” Button 
said. 

The success didn’t come right away. Remember, the Stars weren’t very 
good. Button says the trade was to “get us in the game,” not to put the 
club over the top. What was clear, though, was that Nieuwendyk was the 
perfect complement to Modano; he made the team deeper and better 
while providing a necessary locker-room presence. 

Nieuwendyk was intense and incredibly dedicated. He led by example, 
particularly with younger players, but also had the ability to make his 
teams jell. 

“He was not just motivating himself, but he motivated other guys. And not 
verbally but through his play,” said J.J. McQueen, part of the Stars 
organization for nearly 27 years. “They’d look at Joe, and go, ‘OK, we 
gotta get going.’ And it was probably more noticeable when he was out of 
the lineup when he got hurt. That’s when you kind of realize what you’re 
missing.” 

That was particularly important as Gainey started making moves to bring 
more elite players into the locker room. Getting a team with so many Hall 
of Fame players — and personalities — on the same page isn’t always 
simple. There was Modano. Then came Brett Hull, Mike Keane and Ed 
Belfour, among others. 

“I never felt like there was an ego in that locker room that was bigger 
than the group,” Langenbrunner said. “Everyone was pushing in the 
same direction. He was a big part of driving that.” 

Nieuwendyk played a major role in Langenbrunner’s career, too, and 
they remain close friends. 

When Langenbrunner was called up to Dallas in 1996, Nieuwendyk took 
the rookie under his wing. They were roommates on the road in Dallas 
and in New Jersey. Nieuwendyk gave him pointers on the ice, sure, but it 
was more about the support he provided as a friend and sounding board. 

“Ken Hitchcock (the Stars coach from 1995-2002), he can be hard on 
young players,” Langenbrunner said. “There were nights I probably 
wanted to cry myself to sleep, but he was there to prop me up and allow 
me to vent and get it out so (I was) able to play the next day. 
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“Joe just has the ability to (make you feel) like you’re important when 
you’re talking to him. He’s just a special person that cares about people.” 

Of course, there was his on-ice impact in Dallas, too. He remained an 
elite, clutch goal scorer and a premier two-way center. 

“With Joe, you always feel that you’re not saying enough about him 
because of how good he was,” Button said. 

With an elite core group, Dallas became a powerhouse team in the late 
1990s, winning its first Presidents’ Trophy in 1998. Nieuwendyk led the 
team in scoring that year and was looking toward a second Stanley Cup. 

He was injured in Game 1 of the playoffs after a hit into the boards, 
tearing an ACL and eventually requiring two knee surgeries. The Stars 
still made it to the Western Conference final but lost to Detroit, the 
eventual champions. That only made him more motivated. 

“You could see he was annoyed. I don’t want to say that he felt that he let 
the team down, but he wasn’t there and he wasn’t competing,” said 
McQueen, the Stars trainer at the time. “It’s tough to sit back and watch 
that.” 

Nieuwendyk spent the summer rehabbing and training. He missed the 
start of the season but was “hungrier” that year and into the playoffs, 
McQueen said. 

The Stars won the Presidents’ Trophy for a second straight year and 
went on to beat the Buffalo Sabres in the 1999 Stanley Cup Final. 
Nieuwendyk was incredible, scoring 11 goals — six game-winners — and 
21 playoff points en route to the Conn Smythe Trophy. 

“A lot of times, people don’t understand (that) even though you’re back, 
you’re not 100 percent,” McQueen said. “It would have been interesting if 
he didn’t have an injury. He was outstanding. … He put the work in, and 
he was on a mission.” 

And so was the rest of the star-laden Dallas roster. Modano was the 
superstar center. Jere Lehtinen won the Selke Trophy that year. Darian 
Hatcher was the No. 1 defenseman and the captain. Hull scored the very 
controversial series-winner in triple overtime. The roster was stacked. 

“When I got to Calgary, we had a good team already. But in Dallas, boy, 
Bob Gainey really built that thing up,” Nieuwendyk said. “To be a part of 
that building process, and then to win a Presidents’ Trophy and a Stanley 
Cup — I appreciated it more.” 

But when it comes down to it, said Button: “The Dallas Stars win the 
Stanley Cup because of Joe Nieuwendyk.” 
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PHF gains momentum heading into season — with star players, new 
team, front-office hires 

 

Hailey Salvian 

10-12 minutes 03/11/2022 

 

When Loren Gabel had the opportunity to join the Boston Pride ahead of 
the 2021-22 Premier Hockey Federation season, the timing just wasn’t 
right. 

Gabel, 25, had been a member of the Professional Women’s Hockey 
Players Association since its inception in 2019 and she told Paul Mara, 
the head coach of the Pride who recruited her, that she was going to 
continue to play in the PWHPA showcases that season. 

This summer, Mara called again. It had been three years since she 
graduated from Clarkson University, won a Patty Kazmaier trophy as the 
best player in women’s college hockey, and was one of the breakout 
stars of the 2019 IIHF Women’s World Championship. 

This time, Gabel was ready for a change. 

“I was ready to start playing games every weekend and practicing every 
day,” Gabel told The Athletic. “That’s something that I’ve been missing 
since I graduated. Paul came to me with an opportunity and I decided to 
take it. 

“I just wanted to do what’s best for my personal life and my career.” 

Gabel is part of a growing number of players in recent months to sign 
with the PHF, opting for raised salaries, and a 24-game season – rather 
than the PWHPA’s plan to hold showcase events as they work toward a 
potential league launch. 

The PWHPA had 150 players register for their revamped season, and – 
according to a source within the PWHPA – are aiming to have an 
Olympian-loaded league ready for the 2023-24 hockey season. For 
some, though, that wait has been too long. 

U.S. Olympic star and former PWHPA member Brianna Decker is now 
working with the league in an advisory role. She told The Athletic in 
August she felt the PWHPA was at a “standstill” and that joining the PHF 
would give her an opportunity to better grow the professional women’s 
game. Several players – including Ann-Sophie Bettez, who was on 
Canada’s 2019 world championship roster – broke off from the PWHPA 
Montreal chapter to sign with the Montreal Force, the PHF’s newest 
team. 

It’s all part of the growing momentum heading into the league’s eighth 
season – which kicks off on Saturday afternoon – with a new team, new 
high-calibre players on the ice and new high-profile hires in the front 
office. 

“We’re here to build the best home for women’s professional ice hockey,” 
PHF commissioner Reagan Carey told The Athletic. “For players to have 
options is the most important thing. And players will determine what’s 
best for them and their development and their lifestyle.” 

For Gabel, she craved a consistent, competitive training environment and 
regular game action to elevate her game after a difficult stretch of her 
post-collegiate career. She played only nine games with the PWHPA in 
2021-22. And was left off three major Team Canada rosters, the 2021 
IIHF Women’s World Championship, the 2022 Olympics and World 
Championship. 

Gabel was named to the Canadian roster that will play Team USA in the 
November Rivalry Series. But the hope is that she can turn a strong 
season (or two) in Boston into a roster spot when it matters most. 

“I still want to be on that national team and play at the next Olympics,” 
she said. “I think this is a great spot to help get me started for that future 
goal.” 

Likewise, Bettez – who was named Montreal’s captain – said she made 
the “selfish” decision to join the PHF because she wanted something to 
play for.  “I needed to play with a team, and I needed to play for 
championships,” she said on a virtual media availability. 

The PHF, Bettez says, checks those boxes, especially with a new team 
in Montreal, where she resides. 

According to Carey, who was named the league’s newest commissioner 
in April, one of the exciting aspects of the PHF’s upcoming season is that 
the level of competition will be high with an increasingly competitive 
player pool. “It’s just going to be an exciting, fast competitive game on 
the ice,” she said. 

The PHF has also been attracting more talent from Europe – like Czechia 
national team members Katerina Mrazova and Dominika Laskova – and 
right out of the college pipeline. Élizabeth Giguère, another Patty 
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Kazmaier trophy winner from Clarkson University, is one of the highlights 
of the 2022-23 free agent class. 

In her first three years at Clarkson, Giguère scored 210 points in 110 
games. She won a national championship and was a Patty Kazmaier 
finalist before winning the award her junior year. Giguère was expected 
to enter the professional ranks last year, but decided to take the fifth and 
extra year provided to college players after COVID-19 mostly wiped out 
the 2020-21 season – albeit with the University of Minnesota Duluth, not 
Clarkson. 

Giguère hoped that by the time she finished her final NCAA season that 
there would be two professional leagues to choose from. “I was hoping 
that there would be more development,” she says. 

Instead, Giguère – like many players coming out of college – had to 
decide whether she wanted to join the PWHPA, or sign with a team in the 
PHF. She says she considered both options, but ultimately signed a one-
year deal with the Boston Pride. 

“I knew what I needed personally, which was more of a consistent 
environment,” she said. “I wrote out pros and cons on both, talked to so 
many people and in the end, I just made a decision for me.” 

Calls for more games with the PWHPA are not new from current or 
former members. That is why – according to PWHPA consultant Jayna 
Hefford – the group has made a commitment to play between 21 to 24 
games this season in up to 10 weekend showcases. Training groups 
have access to ice three times per week and strength and conditioning 
programs; all in an effort to improve the competitive environment. 

Still, Hefford said she would never criticize a player for opting to sign in 
the PHF instead of joining, or sticking with, the PWHPA. 

“I understand that everyone has their own situation. All the players have 
to make their own decisions,” she said. “That’s a conversation I’ve had 
with a lot of players, like, ‘you have to do what’s right for you.’” 

For Gabel and Giguère, “what’s right” was joining the Pride. The hope, 
now, is that the team provides the kind of environment they need to 
progress as players. Gabel is looking to return to the international stage. 
While Giguère is looking to get there at the senior level. Giguère will also 
be on Canada’s roster at the Rivalry Series, which will mark her senior 
national team debut. 

“I don’t regret it,” Giguère said about her decision. “I’m still pushing for 
two leagues and a better future for women’s hockey.” 

Ask players and executives in the PWHPA and PHF today, and they’ll tell 
you they want both sides to succeed because that’s what is best for the 
game. 

“Anybody that’s looking to grow opportunities for women’s hockey is a 
teammate, regardless of the logo on the front of the jersey,” Carey said. 
“I look at all this as great for the game and that we’re moving the needle 
forward.” 

Meanwhile, in the league’s front office, Decker joins a group that already 
includes U.S. teammate Kacey Bellamy and long-time Team Canada 
manager Melody Davidson. According to Carey, they have “more than 
doubled” the front office, which has already helped the league “move the 
needle” faster on their goals. 

Hockey Hall of Fame inductee Geraldine Heaney will be the new coach 
of the Toronto Six, joining fellow Hall of Famer Angela James (the team’s 
general manager) and new team president Sami Jo Small. 

Small, the former GM of the Canadian  Toronto Furies, officially joined 
the league in September. She was previously approached about a role 
with the Six when the team started two seasons ago, but was still 
“grieving” the end of the Canadian Women’s Hockey League, a league 
she helped create 12 years prior to its dissolution in March 2019. And, at 
the time of the offer, tensions between the PWHPA and PHF were 
particularly high. 

“When the CWHL folded, a lot of us had this strong belief that it folded for 
a reason, that something was coming,” she told The Athletic. “I didn’t 
necessarily want to burn any bridges and I wanted to support these 
players that had taken the stance. I felt that starting a new franchise in 
Toronto was going to set myself up to be a beacon of controversy at that 
time.” 

This year, the timing felt right. Small’s reasoning was similar to Decker’s. 
The PWHPA wasn’t ready to launch a league. She wanted to get 
involved in the pro women’s game again, and the PHF – with all its 
growing momentum – was the only place to do that. 

“I still maintain hope that something is happening with the PWHPA, but 
there aren’t roles within what currently exists to be on the staff or 
administrative side,” Small said. “I want to evoke change within women’s 
sport…(It’s about) feeling like you’re part of something again.” 

With many new faces on and off the ice, Carey says the PHF’s eighth 
season represents a “new era” for the league. 

Top of mind for the commissioner is the league’s increased salary cap 
which sits at a record $750,000 per team. Back in May, Mikyla Grant-
Mentis reportedly signed a landmark $80,000 contract, making her the 
highest-paid player in women’s hockey. 

“Everybody’s excited about the increase in the salary cap,” she said. 
“We’re all on the same page knowing that’s a huge step forward, but it’s 
nothing that we’re resting on.” 

And, the new two-year broadcasting deal with ESPN. Under the 
agreement, ESPN+ will provide live coverage of the PHF regular season, 
special events and the Isobel Cup playoffs in the United States. It also 
provides international rights for games, including on TSN in Canada. 

“Having a broadcast partner like ESPN certainly helps us in a lot of 
areas, whether it’s just fan involvement, and fan retention, as well as 
sponsorship and just being able to share the great stories that are within 
the PHF,” Carey said. 

When the puck drops on Saturday afternoon – the first game is at 2 p.m. 
Eastern between Toronto and Minnesota  – there will be seven PHF 
franchises. 

Could there soon be more? 

“We’re definitely exploring it,” Carey said, adding that Montreal certainly 
provided a roadmap in terms of “meeting fans where they are.” 

“The exciting part of being in women’s sports right now is that (it) used to 
be a phone call out to people to see who might be interested,” Carey 
added. “Now, we’re seeing the calls come in, and the interest comes to 
us in a lot of markets that weren’t on our radar even in April.” 
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LeBrun: What rival NHL executives are saying about the simmering 
Maple Leafs powder keg 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

9-11 minutes 02/11/2022 

 

TORONTO — The problem, of course, is that you can’t evaluate the 
Maple Leafs’ start to the 2022-23 season in a vacuum. 

Whether it’s fair or not, the team’s 4-4-2 record isn’t just about the first 10 
games of the season. 
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It’s about a powder keg that has always been sitting there because, for 
this organization as it’s currently constructed, this is the do-or-die 
season. 

It’s about general manager Kyle Dubas not being offered a contract 
extension this past summer, which came after the team lost in the first 
round of the playoffs — which came after other first-round fumbles in the 
years prior. No one’s panicking about the Lightning’s so-so start. For 
obvious reasons. When the Leafs decided not to extend Dubas, it put 
everyone in the organization on notice, including the players. And they 
can’t help but feel it, whether they admit it or not. 

And it’s about Auston Matthews, who likely has to decide by the end of 
this season if he intends to extend with the Leafs. His current contract 
expires and he becomes an unrestricted free agent after the 2023-24 
season. I still think he will want to re-sign with the Leafs. But the point is, 
that’s another major franchise decision looming, and wouldn’t that 
decision be easier to make if the team finally does something in the 
playoffs? 

There’s so much riding on this season for so many people, and from the 
offseason into camp, people from other organizations relayed to me that 
they could sense that tension in the Toronto front office. And I mean, it’s 
understandable. People’s jobs are on the line. 

What I didn’t see coming, and maybe I should have given what’s at 
stake, was this level of drama so early this season. I figured this team 
would more or less steamroll through the regular season, finish first or 
second in the Atlantic, and then we would get set for the playoff drama, 
regardless of the final outcome. 

But since training camp, head coach Sheldon Keefe has been hinting at 
his level of concern through his actions, whether it’s dropping an F-bomb 
during a drill in camp or directing a number of postgame comments at his 
players right from opening night in Montreal. 

Some of his comments early this season have certainly been noted 
around the league. 

I asked Keefe during his daily media availability on the morning of an 
Oct. 20 game against the Stars if he intended to approach the season 
this way or if it was spur-of-the-moment reactions. 

He responded: “Well, it’s a little bit of both. It’s a combination of the fact 
that we had talked before the season began about the importance of 
being really consistent and having our game, as often as we can, look 
like ourselves. Right from Game 1, that wasn’t the case. Even though 
you have a lot of good things happening in preseason and you got a lot 
of confidence going, you go out there and it doesn’t look that way. 

“For a team that’s been together as long as ours has — I know we have 
new players and stuff like that — but obviously the identity of our team 
and the core of our team has remained the same. So there’s an 
expectation that you would start at a really high level. And you don’t. So 
that was disappointing.” 

Specifically, at the time, he was referring to losses to the Habs and 
Coyotes. 

“We’ve been talking about not leaving those points on the table and it just 
so happens (with) the schedule, we get two opponents there that were 
the type of teams we struggled with last season,” Keefe continued. “And 
the expectation (is) that we’ve improved there, and we didn’t. So, I think 
(the sharp criticisms of players are) more just a symptom of that than 
anything. 

“I don’t know if I had a game plan to how I was going to approach the 
early going here other than to say that there’s a high expectation that our 
group would continue to grow and have a good start to the season (and), 
particularly in those types of games, we would be better. And we haven’t 
been.” 

First of all, I appreciate the honesty in that answer. 

And since then, there have been losses to San Jose and Anaheim, which 
presumably would again be the type of teams Keefe was referring to. 

What I make of Keefe’s edgy behavior with his players so early in the 
season is that he’s trying to get the foundation as right as possible for 
playoff time as opposed to waiting until then to raise the decibel level. 

Which I get. Don’t cram last minute for your final exam. Do the work 
ahead of time. 

But in the process, he obviously risks alienating his top players, as our 
intrepid Leafs beat writer Jonas Siegel wondered about after the Ducks 
loss and the Mitch Marner benching heard around the world. 

Benching one of the most important players on the team sends a very 
powerful message. 

All of which, of course, has Toronto media and fans alike wondering how 
hot a seat Keefe is on. 

One thing to consider: Not that Maple Leaf Sports and Entertainment is 
counting its pennies, but remember that MLSE is still paying Mike 
Babcock this season through June 30 for one last year at $5.8 million. 
Keefe makes just under $2 million in salary for each of this season and 
next. If you fire Keefe, you’re paying two guys just south of $7.8 million 
this season not to coach. Gulp. It’s MLSE, so maybe that’s a drop in the 
bucket, but then also add on whatever salary is attached to a new coach, 
especially if it’s a new coach with a brand name. MLSE would be in 
double digits overall this year between the new coach and the two former 
coaches. 

For example, Barry Trotz isn’t coming to Toronto for anything less than 
$5 million per year, in my mind anyway. Speaking to Trotz back in 
September, it was clear that while he eventually wanted to return to an 
NHL bench, he wasn’t quite ready yet. He needs more time to attend to 
things in his personal life. My understanding is that Trotz wouldn’t be 
ready to entertain an NHL return until December at the earliest. 

In any case, I don’t believe a coaching change is the first thing the Leafs 
should look at if things don’t improve. 

Instead, I agree with our Leafs columnist James Mirtle that the first thing I 
would look at, as difficult as it is so far away from the March 3 trade 
deadline, is making a transaction to help the roster. 

I get that it’s hard in a flat cap world this early in the season, but look at 
those two Vancouver deals last week. Nothing big, but they’re tweaks 
that could help the team. 

Personally? I think it’s too early for this level of panic in the Toronto 
market. I think this team will get going. 

I reached out to several rival front-office executives to see if they agreed, 
asking them for their honest takes on the Leafs. Some politely declined to 
comment because it’s too early, but others responded (via text message 
and under the condition of anonymity, of course): 

Team exec No. 1: “Playing .500 10 games in and two points out of a 
playoff spot … let’s not panic here!! They obviously need to figure it out 
but way too early to panic.” 

Team exec No. 2: “I would be a little bit nervous if I were them. … They 
haven’t looked great so far. I still think they are very likely to make the 
playoffs, but I don’t think it is guaranteed, and the bar for them is higher 
than that.” 

Team exec No. 3: “There are 72 games to go, lots of runway. That group 
will get going.” 

Team exec No. 4: “It’s too early to panic. The games I’ve watched, it 
really was how inconsistent they were during the game. They looked 
great then just awful. I thought before the season goaltending was a 
concern but (Ilya) Samsonov has been solid. Offensively they have a top-
five team in the league maybe even top-three. Defensively they need to 
defend as a five-man unit and take pride in it. Also losing to all these 
weak teams just shows me they don’t have a killer instinct. They go into 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 3, 2022 

 

games thinking it’s going to be easy. So that’s on the coaches to get 
them ready. With all that, I totally think they will be fine.” 

The reality of the situation is that the kind of major changes that some 
Leafs fans are clamoring for don’t normally happen in-season. Those 
who want Dubas fired, for example, and want a new GM in place, to me 
that’s an offseason project when you have access to a larger field of 
candidates. 

And more profound roster changes are easier to pull off in June than they 
are midseason. There are just more teams willing to talk about things 
when there’s more flexibility. 

That’s not saying changes aren’t coming if the season goes off the rails. 
They most likely will be. 

But I still think the likeliest scenario is the Leafs get back on track and we 
wait until springtime for that true final exam for the organization, one way 
or another. 
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ESPN / NHL Awards Watch - Who's leading for Hart, Norris, Calder? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The first month of the NHL season is when narratives begin to form about 
players and teams. Some of them stick, some of them are fleeting and 
some of them are just Connor McDavid being Connor McDavid. 

Welcome to the NHL Awards Watch for November. We've polled a 
selection of Professional Hockey Writers Association voters anonymously 
to get a sense of where the wind is blowing for the current leaders. 

As you'll see, the MVP race already has some leaders, the Norris Trophy 
has a breakout favorite and basically every first-year player is in the mix 
for rookie of the year. 

Bear in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and 
Lady Byng; broadcasters vote for the Jack Adams; and general 
managers handle the Vezina. Also keep in mind the unofficial "you gotta 
be in it to win it" protocol for the Hart and the Jack Adams. 

All stats are from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick and 
Evolving Hockey, and are as of the games of Oct. 31. 

Jump ahead: 

Ross | Richard | Hart 

Norris | Selke | Vezina 

Calder | Byng | Adams 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (18 points) 

In the hunt: David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins (17 points) 

Longer shot: Jesper Bratt, New Jersey Devils (15 points) 

Maurice 'Rocket' Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (nine goals) 

In the hunt: Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay Lightning (seven goals) 

Longer shot: Andrei Svechnikov, Carolina Hurricanes (eight goals) 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Connor McDavid, C, Edmonton Oilers 

Finalists: David Pastrnak, RW, Boston Bruins; Jack Eichel, C, Vegas 
Golden Knights 

One of our voters sums up McDavid's MVP candidacy thusly: "Because 
duh ..." 

McDavid had 18 points though nine games, including an NHL-best nine 
goals. To put his offensive greatness in perspective: That's actually one 
point down from his output in the first nine games of last season. The 
Oilers star has three four-point games to his credit already, which include 
two hat tricks. He's seeking his third Hart Trophy, after finishing second 
for the award last season to Auston Matthews and his 60-goal effort. 

As usual, the X factor in any McDavid Hart Trophy discussion is Leon 
Draisaitl, who is right there with him at 16 points in nine games. The two 
play the majority of their minutes apart at five-on-five, but McDavid has 
played only 28 seconds on the power play without Draisaitl on the ice. 
Both amassed eight power-play points in nine games. 

McDavid placed first on just over 50% of our voters' ballots. The strong 
runner-up was Pastrnak, the only other player selected first on multiple 
ballots. 

Pastrnak started the season with 17 points in nine games as Boston 
sprinted out to an 8-1-0 record, defying expectations that the Bruins 
might struggle without injured stars Charlie McAvoy and Brad Marchand. 
There are many factors behind Boston's fast start, but the offensive 
dominance of Pasta is one of them. 

"There has to be some explanation besides [goalie] Linus Ullmark for 
Boston's start," one voter said. 

Everyone has their own criteria for MVP-worthiness -- yours truly offers 
the "you gotta be in it to win it" playoff caveat each season -- and one 
voter voiced a concern about Pastrnak's usage. Draisaitl kills penalties. 
McDavid averages over 30 seconds of short-handed ice time per game 
this season, although he averaged only 12 seconds per game on the PK 
last season. In his last 81 games, Pastrnak has averaged two seconds of 
shorthanded time per game. 

"I hate picking guys who don't play both special teams, but Boston was 
never supposed to be that good this year," another voter said. 

The only other player to get a first-place vote was Eichel, who opened 
the season with 10 points in 10 games. That included a game-winning 
goal against the Winnipeg Jets in overtime recently. His underlying 
numbers have been strong, and he has helped get the Knights out of the 
gate in a critical rebound year for the franchise. 

Other MVP candidates will emerge as the season continues -- Devils 
fans are already starting the drumbeat for Jesper Bratt -- but for now, it's 
a two-player race. 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Rasmus Dahlin, Buffalo Sabres 

Finalists: Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche; Erik Karlsson, San Jose 
Sharks 

Raise your hand if you had Rasmus Dahlin earning 77% of the Norris 
Trophy vote after the first month of the season. 

I'll wait ... 

Dahlin has been a revelation this season, his fifth in the NHL. It's not just 
his 12 points in nine games (although that scoring pace for a player who 
has never even approached it before is eye-opening). It's the totality of 
Dahlin's game that really makes him stand out so far. With Dahlin on the 
ice, the Sabres are getting 54.2% of the shot attempts and 71.4% of the 
goals at five-on-five per 60 minutes. 
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He's averaging 25:23 per game in ice time and has continued to thrive 
after defense partner Mattias Samuelsson went out with an injury. 

"We all know the Norris becomes a narrative award, and Dahlin -- 
deservedly -- is dominating the early discussion," one voter said. "As long 
as he doesn't fall off a cliff the rest of the season, he'll remain in the 
discussion." 

A Buffalo Sabre, starting strong and then falling off a cliff? 
Unprecedented, we say! 

Makar was the only other defenseman to appear on multiple ballots. Last 
season's Norris winner has eight points in his first nine games, all of them 
assists. He's averaging 26:23 per game but isn't quite having the impact 
at even strength that we've come to expect from Makar. But as one voter 
put it, "He's Cale Makar, whether he's yet to score a goal yet or not." 

There was only one believer in the Erik Karlsson revival currently 
underway in San Jose. The 32-year-old Sharks defenseman had 11 
points in his first 11 games, including six goals. 'Twas a time when a 
point-per-game pace was the norm for Karlsson, back when he was a 
Norris finalist four times and won the award twice. 

Does he have another campaign like that in him? Considering his past 
injury issues, let's just cross our fingers that he plays more than 50 
games. 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Shane Pinto, Ottawa Senators 

Finalists: Matty Beniers, Seattle Kraken; Jake Sanderson, Ottawa 
Senators 

I'll never forget the 2005-06 Calder Trophy race between Sidney Crosby 
and Alex Ovechkin. Crosby was the anointed one before the season. 
Ovechkin made his statement in the opening month, winning rookie of 
the month over Sid. He'd go on to take rookie of the year honors with 124 
first-place votes to Crosby's four. 

Neither Beniers nor Owen Power of the Sabres had Crosby-level hype 
entering this season, but it wasn't outlandish to think that one of these 
Wolverines could be the NHL's best rookie early on. Instead, it was Pinto 
who sped out to win rookie of the month for October, and the majority of 
the first-place votes of our panelists. 

Pinto, 21, led all rookies with six goals (and seven points) in eight games 
and topped the entire NHL with a 42.9% shooting percentage. He had 
seven points in total. Pinto played 17 games with the Senators over the 
last two seasons, keeping him Calder-eligible. He had eight points in 
those 17 games. He's ready to level up. 

"Josh Norris' absence will give him the chance to shine even more," one 
voter said, in reference to the injured Ottawa center. 

Another voter had jokes: "He's much better than the Ford version in the 
1980s." 

Beniers had eight points in 10 games to start the season with Seattle, 
playing over three minutes more per game (17:40) than Pinto (14:28). 
The Kraken have him lined up with veterans Jaden Schwartz and Jordan 
Eberle. 

Ottawa defenseman Jake Sanderson was the clear third choice. He has 
four points in his first eight games, skating 18:57 per game. That's a bit of 
a surprise given that other defensemen have more points (Minnesota's 
Calen Addison has seven) and have logged more ice time (Buffalo's 
Power, 22:20 per game). But Sanderson, 20, is a good one. 

The only other players to receive a first-place Calder vote were Vegas 
goalie Logan Thompson, who posted a .948 save percentage in his first 
six games, and Winnipeg winger Cole Perfetti, who had six points in his 
first nine games with the Jets this season. 

As you can see, it's still a very wide-open field. As one voter admitted, "It 
feels really early to make any kind of call here." 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

Finalists: Carter Hart, Philadelphia Flyers; Logan Thompson, Vegas 
Golden Knights 

Oettinger picked up where he left off in last season's Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, when this Star's star was born in their first-round loss to the 
Calgary Flames. He's 5-1-0 with a .952 save percentage this season. He 
has a whopping 10.1 goals saved above expected in that span. 

An air-tight case for Vezina leader, right? Well, there is the matter of his 
nagging lower-body injury that's had him out of the lineup. 

"Even though he's hurt and might miss some time," one voter said. 

"If he recovers well," was another's caveat. 

But even with that injury concern, the Otter was named first on the most 
voter ballots. 

Coming in second was Thompson, the rookie goalie for the Golden 
Knights. His .943 save percentage and 1.69 goals-against average in six 
games, including two shutouts, rewarded the faith management put in 
him to replace the injured Robin Lehner. Well, that and they were right up 
against the salary cap. 

Hart and New York Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin were the other 
netminders to receive first-place votes. We'll move Hart slightly ahead 
here for his numbers through the first month (5-0-1 record, .938 save 
percentage, 2.31 GAA) and the undeniable redemption arc at play: The 
Flyers' franchise goalie finding his game again under the curmudgeonly 
John Tortorella. But like Hart to the Flyers, Sorokin has been one of the 
NHL's top goalies and the Islanders' MVP. 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Nico Hischier, New Jersey Devils; Mark Stone, Vegas Golden 
Knights 

The obvious answer can still be the right answer. Bergeron won his NHL-
record fifth Selke Trophy last season and just over 50% of the voters 
have him leading the field again. The Bruins captain continues to master 
the faceoff circle (63.6%) and control play at five-on-five, to the tune of 
1.2 goals against per 60 minutes when he's on the ice. 

As one voter said: "As always, it comes down to him or Mark Stone. Their 
goals for percentage numbers are insane. But when in doubt, the center 
gets the tie break." 

Stone has been a Selke finalist twice but hasn't been able to convince 
enough voters to get over their inherent center bias to give the award to a 
winger for the first time since Jere Lehtinen of the Dallas Stars in 2002-
03. Stone remains one the NHL's best takeaway artists and opponents 
were averaging 0.37 goals against per 60 minutes at five-on-five against 
Stone in 11 games. 

As the Devils flirt with relevance for the first time in years, Hischier is 
starting to get his Selke spotlight. The 23-year-old is winning over 63% of 
his faceoffs and opponents are averaging 1.54 expected goals against 
per 60 minutes at five-on-five when the Switzerland native is on the ice. 

Hischier was the only other players to receive multiple first-place votes. 
Other players that made our panelists' Selke ballots were Jordan Staal of 
the Carolina Hurricanes, Phillip Danault of the Los Angeles Kings and 
Roope Hintz of the Dallas Stars. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy for 
gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-ice officials or by 
the National Hockey League Players' Association. 
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Last season, Kyle Connor of the Winnipeg Jets ruined our chances of 
having back-to-back defensemen win this award. Our hope, once again, 
is that another defenseman wins the Byng ... or, even better, a goalie. 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this award. 

Leader: Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights; Lindy Ruff, New Jersey 
Devils 

The Bruins were an October juggernaut despite missing Brad Marchand 
(for all but one game) and Charlie McAvoy, and the majority of our voters 
gave Montgomery the credit for that. While known as a defensive coach, 
Monty had the Bruins' offense cranked up to 4.22 goals per game for first 
in the NHL. Before that wild game at Pittsburgh on Tuesday, Boston was 
also second in the NHL defensively. Montgomery's road back to a head 
coaching job after being fired in Dallas is well-documented and a 
compelling part of his candidacy. 

Also compelling: That Cassidy, the coach Montgomery replaced in 
Boston, went to Vegas and has the Golden Knights playing outstanding 
hockey. Whatever underlying tensions existed behind the scenes, 
Cassidy has given the team structure, drive and focus. Their defensive 
play has been solid, too, helping to support goaltending that many 
considered the Knights' potential failing this season. 

"He's making a possible dysfunctional situation work," one voter said. 

What a wild ride for Ruff: From the "Fire Lindy!" chants that started the 
season to the Devils being the analytic darlings of the league and getting 
results in the standings. Amazing what some half-decent goaltending can 
do for a maligned coach. 

The other coach that received multiple votes was Buffalo bench boss 
Don Granato, and if the Sabres keep rolling he'll be a popular candidate 
here. 

Tortorella received a vote as did Chicago Blackhawks coach Luke 
Richardson. 

As one voter said: "When you think of the talent the Blackhawks lost, and 
how much better they look, it's hard not to give Richardson much of the 
credit. You have to wonder how [GM] Kyle Davidson really feels. It looks 
like he got the right coach. And it's screwing up all his plans." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tavares delivers 'unbelievable' hat trick as Maple Leafs 
jam it to Flyers 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 3, 2022, 12:31 AM 

 

TORONTO — They came wondering if jerseys would get tossed on the 
ice. 

Instead, hats. 

Dozens of them, donated with zest. 

After the doffed chapeaus that had littered Scotiabank Arena’s chewed-
up surface had been shovelled away, the smiles and win music long 
absent from the Toronto Maple Leafs dressing room lingered. 

“It’s been a little while, I think,” John Tavares conceded. 

Happy and relieved, the captain of hockey’s most scrutinized club was 
discussing his hat trick in a slump-busting 5-2 victory over the thin-but-
feisty Philadelphia Flyers. 

But, after sleeping nine nights on the West Coast without a single 
encouraging performance to show for it, Tavares could have just as 
easily been referring to the win. 

Or the refreshingly upbeat mood of his teammates. 

"A lot of s--- going on around the city here about this club," was how rival 
coach John Tortorella characterized the temperature in Toronto 
surrounding Sheldon Keefe’s underperforming players. 

On Wednesday, there was a lot of stuff going on whenever Tavares had 
the puck on his blade. 

At one point during his post-game scrum, Toronto’s leading scorer 
(seven goals, 14 points in 11 games) stopped and asked for clarification 
on which goal a reporter wanted him to describe. There were so many of 
them, he forgot. 

Tavares factored in four of the five, a big-time player supplying a big-time 
performance under big-time pressure. 

“He was on it tonight for sure,” Auston Matthews beamed. “Leading the 
way for us.” 

“Unbelievable. He’s leader. He showed for us how we need to play,” 
goalie Ilya Samsonov added. “We get smile because day off tomorrow.” 

In addition to bulldozing the Leafs’ greatest — and most necessary — 
outburst of offence this season, Tavares exercised his usual dominance 
in the face-off circle, registered two steals and peppered five of Toronto’s 
44 shots on net. 

All this while skating just 12:44 (mostly because of all the penalty-killing 
work). 

Considering his time on Long Island, does Tavares hate the Flyers a little 
extra? 

“Any team that doesn’t wear a Maple Leaf,” he quipped. 

Well, there was certainly some nasty in how Tavares singlehandedly 
made Flyers defender Travis Sanheim wonder if he really wants to spend 
eight more years in this conference: 

Keefe describes Tavares’s Gotta See It™ goal from a strategic 
standpoint: “He drives it deep. It’s a good spot to take on the defenceman 
right there, and you trust your skillset to do so. Really deep in the zone. 
Take him on. Big-time play. Put the game away for us.” 

Tavares’s first goal was a rare one-timed laser from long range… 

…and his power-play insurance marker was a high-difficulty “reverse 
bumper” move in the high slot: 

If Tavares brought vigilance and variety, the city’s other homecoming 
king, Mark Giordano, brought violence. 

The 39-year-old played his heart out Wednesday, and even when the 
game was out of reach, came to the storming defence of Matthews. 

Through all the brutal showings and blaring criticism that have marked 
the Leafs’ concerning start this season, Tavares and Giordano haven’t 
questioned the crest, the town. 

“I love it. People are passionate about our team here. People are excited 
for us to do well. I'd much rather play in a city that cares and is really 
involved in the day-to-day operations of the team and following us,” 
Giordano said. 

“It's a passionate fan base. Of course, you hear things, and you see 
things and you watch things. But there's nothing like playing in a 
Canadian market. It's great." 
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Wednesday was far from perfect, but it was an encouraging step toward 
getting these Leafs back on the rails. 

The offence got churning, the players had each other backs, and those in 
attendance were treated to a level of heart and highlights that was absent 
for most of October. 

The No. 1 team in hockey, the Boston Bruins, roll through town Saturday. 

Now, there’s a real test. 

At least the Maple Leafs will carry a measure of confidence into another 
battle on home ice. 

“Our fans will be here to support us,” Keefe said, “if we give them reason 
to support us.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Why has Keefe been so eager to change every line, every pairing 
during this strenuous stretch except for breaking up the Matthews-Marner 
duo? 

“I’m not at the point yet where I feel like the answer for us to get going is 
to separate the guys that had some of the best chemistry in the league 
last season and carried us to great heights in the regular season,” the 
coach explains. 

“Those guys are committed to working through it together. I’m still at the 
point where I’m willing to work with them on that.” 

The idea has been discussed internally, however, despite the superstars 
combining for a surprising three even-strength goals through 11 games. 

“Obviously, nothing’s off the table at this point in terms of what the 
options may be if we don’t start to see progress,” Keefe warns. 

• Keefe on Tortorella’s pre-game defence of the heat he has taken lately: 

“Not the first time Torts has spoken his mind. I certainly don’t need that. I 
know what my job is. I know what I need to do. I certainly appreciate it. I 
appreciate his career, who he is, and how he handles himself, and how 
he speaks his mind on whatever the topic is.” 

• Owen Tippett shattered a Sportsnet camera during warmups before 
sniping one from distance past Samsonov: 

• The boos birds came out for the beleaguered Justin Holl during this 
tough shift. 

• Defenceman Timothy Liljegren will be activated off LTIR Friday and 
should make his season debut Saturday versus Boston. Keefe cannot 
wait to get another natural right shot in his lineup. 
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TSN.CA / New Flame Kadri still has ‘lots more to give’ 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Fresh off winning the Stanley Cup and inking a seven-year, $49 million 
contract with the Flames, Nazem Kadri’s time in Calgary is off to an 
impressive start. 

He has 10 points (five goals, five assists) in eight games and has earned 
the trust of head coach Darryl Sutter, often going over the boards when 
the team needs a goal or is protecting a lead. 

His new teammates have commended the veteran centre’s leadership 
abilities, which the Flames will rely on as they hope to mount a playoff 
run of their own next spring.  

Kadri is also one of the league’s more dynamic personalities. Over the 
summer, he became the first NHLer to bring the Stanley Cup to a 
mosque and donated $1 million to the London Health Sciences Centre.  

Kadri spoke with TSN about his relationship with Sutter and how he’s 
trying to make an impact off the ice. 

TSN: Your Calgary career has started off well. You’re producing at over a 
point-a-game pace. What’s the fit been like early on here with the 
Flames? 

Kadri: “It’s been obviously a great start so far. I’ve got to compliment my 
teammates for allowing that to happen and for me to come in and feel 
comfortable and try to play my best hockey. As a team, I think we’ve still 
got some things to figure out, but we’re well on our way.” 

We see you talking a lot with Darryl Sutter. He’s a coach a lot of people 
would see as a strong fit. What’s that relationship been like early on? 

“It has been great. He’s obviously a guy that’s really well respected and 
he shows a lot of respect for us, especially the older group and the guys 
that have been there and done that. I’ve got nothing but great things to 
say about him. He’s a great Xs and Os guy. He prepares very well and 
he’s a fun guy to play for.” 

We see a version of him in the media and in press conferences and you 
see a completely different side of him. What’s the difference between 
media Darryl Sutter and locker room Darryl Sutter? 

“Yeah, that’s the best part. I’m not sure there is much of a difference, so 
it’s probably pretty entertaining for you guys. But at the end of the day, he 
wants certain details done the way he’s used to them being done and 
that’s proven to be effective throughout his years. So, obviously 
something works. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. I think he’s doing a good job 
getting his message across.” 

Is there any moment that stands out that’s your favourite or makes you 
chuckle? 

“No, not really. Honestly, away from hockey he’s such a nice guy, a great 
guy, very caring. We obviously share being Stanley Cup champions and I 
brought my ring in and we had a look at it together and he wanted to see 
it. He’s got great things to say, and he’s got great advice.” 

I think a lot of people were really excited to see you in the Battle of 
Alberta, facing a couple of the best centres in the league. You’ve had a 
couple of them under your belt now. What’s that been like, being in what 
might be the best rivalry in hockey right now? 

“It’s really one of them, that’s for sure. I think just based on the calibre of 
both teams, that’s what makes it exciting. They’re a couple of great 
teams going at it each game, and obviously the location’s not too far and 
both have got great fanbases. It’s been fun and I look forward to many 
more in the future.” 

You’ve been a part of a few of these. It seems with the Leafs, every team 
they play is part of a rivalry…Boston, Montreal, Ottawa. How does the 
Battle of Alberta compare to, say, the Battle of Ontario, or the Leafs-Habs 
rivalry? 

“Similar for sure. I think there’s even the Battle of Ontario there between 
Toronto and Ottawa and many other rivalries. That’s what you get with 
history. Historic fanbases that, when you come together, it’s gonna be a 
good game.” 

And it’s often said about Darryl Sutter that he knows how to keep a group 
even-keeled – not too high, not too low. You’re a team that’s expected to 
potentially make a Stanley Cup run. How does he keep you motivated 
during the early stretches of a season? 

“Well, I think you just approach a season in segments and not look too 
far ahead or behind. It’s important to stay present, stay in the moment. 
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It’s 82 games, whether you have the best game of your life or the worst 
game of your life. The next day, you’ve just got to turn the page and 
focus on what’s ahead of you.” 

Away from the rink, you might have had one of the more compelling 
careers in the National Hockey League, coming from Toronto, Colorado 
and winning the Stanley Cup and now you’re in Calgary settled for the 
long-haul. And your career has had ups and downs. Was there a pivot 
point or a time that was pivotal in your career and taking that next step? 

“For me as a player, I’m a very competitive person, so each year just 
trying to improve as much as I can and work on my weaknesses. You’ve 
got to think that you want that longevity, and your career is only a certain 
span in your entire life, so you want to give it everything you have and 
maximize your potential. I think obviously that transition from Toronto to 
Colorado, I tried to take my game to the next level. Being on a 
contending team, you want to deliver, and you want to come through for 
the fans in the city.” 

I read that you’re big into Kobe Bryant and that ‘Mamba Mentality.’ 
What’s that meant to you so far in your career? 

“Everything. It’s helped me a lot, just that visualization and mental aspect 
of playing professional sports. It’s hectic sometimes and you have to 
understand how to manage it and keeping your game in line. Like I 
mentioned, having that short-term memory and, regardless of what 
happens, just moving on.”  

When fans see you on the ice, they see a guy that goes 110 per cent. It 
seems like you’ve embraced that off the ice as well. You’re looked at as a 
role model to Muslims and people across the hockey world and beyond 
it. How have you approached your role as a Muslim player in hockey and 
one who is performing at a very high level? 

“Just try to lead by example. Obviously, I’m not perfect, but I don’t really 
try to be either. I just accept who I am and try to bring a positive attitude 
and a fun attitude to the rink every day and put my work in. To be a 
minority in this league, I think it sets a path for the younger generation. I 
would have loved to have someone that looks similar to me to look up to 
when I was younger, but that obviously wasn’t the case. I think the 
game’s starting to trend in that direction, which is great to see.” 

Growing up in the sport, I know people might sacrifice certain parts of 
their identity to fit in, whether it’s the way people say your name or 
brushing off certain comments or the way you look. Did you have to 
make those sacrifices early on to fit into a sport where people didn’t look 
like you? 

“Yes and no. I think I’ve always done a pretty good job of staying true to 
myself and being who I am. I think maybe in the younger part of my 
career, it might have rubbed some people the wrong way, but you start to 
appreciate and admire that about somebody over the course of their 
career, about staying true to yourself and being who you are, most 
importantly.” 

I was talking to Brian Burke, and he said a turning point for you was 
probably when you met your wife and had your daughter. How does 
having your own family now change your perspective or your viewpoint 
on these things? 

“You’ve got to take other peoples’ feelings into consideration, right? I 
think that it becomes more of a selfless approach when it comes to off 
the ice. At the end of the day, everyone wants a happy, healthy family 
and I’m blessed to have that opportunity.” 

You wrote that you can’t wait to show your daughter and tell her what it 
means to be Muslim in North America. So, what does it mean to be 
Muslim in North America? 

“It means a lot. That’s my roots. That’s where I came from. That’s a lot of 
my foundation, with those principles and values that I’ve been taught, 
and I still carry them to this day, and they’ve made me the person I am 
today.” 

What goes through a guy’s head, bringing the Stanley Cup to the 
mosque that he grew up going to? 

“A lot of excitement for sure. Any time you can be the first person to do 
something, it’s kind of a surreal moment and a bit of a wake-up call just 
to see how excited everybody was. That’s part of history now, so that’s 
always fun to achieve.” 

Lastly - I know it’s too early for you to talk about legacy and how you’ll be 
remembered, but the last 12 months, you’ve won the Stanley Cup, made 
a huge donation to your hometown hospital, and a myriad of other things. 
How do you think you’ll look back on this period of your life? 

“One of these days, I’ll be able to reminisce and really appreciate and be 
thankful for what I’ve been able to achieve. Like I was mentioning earlier, 
throughout your career, how you want to maximize everything you can, 
and you’re put on this pedestal, you’re given this platform, and you want 
to do the best you can to help others as well. It’s not even close to being 
over. I’ve still got lots more to give and that’s what I’m most excited 
about.” 
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TSN.CA / ‘Nothing is off the table’ if Leafs don't turn things around soon 

 

Mark Masters 

 

With the Leafs off to a slow start last year, Sheldon Keefe split up Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner ahead of the seventh game of the season in 
Raleigh. 

Matthews scored his first goal in the subsequent loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes, but Toronto won the next game and quickly turned things 
around. So, why hasn't the coach made a similar move this year? 

"Ultimately, I just feel like last season those guys developed an even 
greater chemistry than they've ever had and I'm not at the point yet 
where I feel like the answer for us to get going is to separate the guys 
that had some of the best chemistry in the league last season and carried 
us to great heights in the regular season," Keefe explained. "Those guys 
are committed to working through it together and I am still at the point of 
giving them the opportunity." 

Matthews remains stuck on one goal in 5-on-5 play. Marner has just two 
and was briefly benched after a pair of costly turnovers Sunday in 
Anaheim.  

"On the road trip, despite the puck not necessarily going in the net, there 
were some really positive signs for that [line] and I want to continue to 
see that play out," Keefe said. "But obviously, nothing is off the table at 
this point in terms of what the options might be for us if we don't start to 
see progress." 

Last year, Matthews was coming off wrist surgery and scored just once 
over the first six games he played. This year, he's again snakebitten to 
start the year.  

"It was a bit of a slower start than I would've liked," the reigning Hart 
Trophy winner admits. "But I think the last couple games, I've been able 
to get in a rhythm offensively, pick it up a little bit. I think there's another 
level for myself and for everybody in this room." 

Toronto is 29th overall in 5-on-5 goals. 
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Should Keefe split up Matthews and Marner? 
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Last season when the Maple Leafs started slow, Sheldon Keefe split up 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. Should he do it again? TSN Hockey 
Insider Chris Johnston joins Mark Masters to share his thoughts. 

The Leafs have won three of four games at home this season.  

"Nice to be back here," said Keefe. "We played some pretty good hockey 
when we were here, so that's comforting. We know our fans will be here 
to support us if we give them reason to support us. Certainly, we have to 
go out and perform. It remains on us to go out and play a better hockey 
game. We're certainly motivated to do so. It's a matter of clearing our 
heads mentally and just getting out and playing." 

Players aren't worried about the restlessness in the fan base. 

"Look, I took a walk yesterday with my dogs and I ran into a couple fans, 
and everybody was positive," said winger William Nylander.  

"I love it," said Toronto native Mark Giordano. "People are passionate 
about our team here. People are excited for us to do well. I'd much rather 
play in a city that cares and is really involved in the day-to-day operations 
of the team and following us. It's a passionate fan base. Of course, you 
hear things, and you see things and you watch things, but there's nothing 
like playing in a Canadian market. It's great." 
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Keefe: 'Fans will be here to support us, if we give them reason to support 
us' 

Sheldon Keefe and Mark Giordano speak on their excitement to be back 
in Toronto after a long west coast road trip, the boost the fans will give 
them, and the importance of starting the game off strong tonight with the 
Flyers on a back-to-back. 

After a loss in San Jose on Thursday, Keefe said he didn't feel like 
changing his defence pairs would make a difference. On Sunday in 
Anaheim, the coach felt he had no choice.  

"We're trying to find the right mix," Keefe said. "Obviously, [Morgan] 
Rielly and [T.J.] Brodie we like a lot, but we've just found the way some of 
the other pairs are going we needed to stabilize ourselves defensively." 

So, Brodie is now playing with Justin Holl, who has been a plus player in 
just one game this season. Rielly, who moved to the right to partner with 
Rasmus Sandin on Sunday, will start Wednesday's game with Victor 
Mete, who was a healthy scratch in the last two games. Filip Kral, who 
played just 8:07 in Anaheim, will be the odd man out. Sandin will reunite 
with Giordano. 

Holl is the only right-shooting defenceman currently available. Brodie is 
the lefty, who is most comfortable on his off side so this is far from an 
ideal configuration.  

"To not have him on the right side creates some challenges for us," 
Keefe said, "but we just feel that he could help Justin Holl and that's been 
a good pairing for us not only the other night in Anaheim, but last season. 
So, we had to go with that and then we're trying to find the right mix after 
that." 

It's been hard to find reliable pairs since Jake Muzzin, who had been 
playing with Holl, went down with a neck injury on Oct. 17. Muzzin joined 
the team at the end of the California trip, because he was seeing a 
specialist in Los Angeles. There's still no clarity on how long the burly 
blueliner will be out.  

"Significant absence," Keefe said. "On the ice, for sure. You see our 
penalty kill hasn't been the same. When you lose a guy like that that you 
lean on so much, everybody else has to play more and in different 
situations than they're maybe accustomed to and that's part of what we're 
going through a bit on the back end." 

Toronto's penalty kill has plummeted to 22nd in the league at 75.7 per 
cent.  

The Leafs also miss Muzzin's presence in the dressing room. Keefe once 
described the 2014 Stanley Cup champion as the "conscience" of the 
team.  

"It's something internally that we've been talking about," Keefe said, 
"because there is an absence there that others are trying to find their way 
through to sort of replace that." 

Timothy Liljegren, who underwent hernia surgery on the eve of training 
camp, is eligible to come off long term injured reserve for Saturday's 
game against Boston. He is expected to play against the Bruins, which 
will give the coaching staff another right-shot option. 
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Leafs Ice Chips: Mete pairs with Rielly; Liljegren returns Saturday 

TSN's Mark Masters highlights the changes that the Maple Leafs are 
making on defence as they look to bounce back after a disastrous west 
coast road trip. Plus the health of Jake Muzzin and Timothy Liljegren and 
the value they will add when back in the lineup. 

Pontus Holmberg will make his National Hockey League debut against 
the Flyers. He politely declined an interview request on Wednesday 
morning. The 23-year-old Swede is still learning English.  

"It seems to be getting better," noted Keefe. "A lot of times you get these 
guys, especially those coming up from the minors, they're going to tell 
you they understand everything, but you want to make sure he's clear." 

That's why Holmberg will start between Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok 
on an all-Swede line. 

"Want to make him as comfortable as possible," Keefe said, "but also 
think he complements those guys well." 

Holmberg only has two assists in seven games with the Marlies, but the 
Leafs believe he can make an impact.  

"He's smart with the puck," defenceman Rasmus Sandin said. "He makes 
really smart decisions. He does everything, I feel like. He creates 
chances to score not only for himself but for others. He's still pissed he 
hasn't scored down with the Marlies, but hopefully it will come today. He 
seems pretty calm today." 

What stands out to Nylander?  

"His smartness and how he moves around on the ice making himself 
open and making small, little plays to open up ice for other guys. He's a 
very smart player." 
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Leafs Ice Chips: Holmberg poised for NHL debut 

After Calle Järnkrok, Alex Kerfoot and William Nylander took turns as the 
Leafs' third line centre on the team's unsuccessful west coast road trip, 
Sheldon Keefe has turned to a new option. Pontus Holmberg has been 
recalled from the Marlies and will make his NHL debut against the Flyers 
on Wednesday. Mark Masters has more. 
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