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Recap: Canes Earn Shootout Win In Tampa, 4-3 
By Walt Ruff 
TAMPA, FL. - For a third consecutive contest the Carolina 
Hurricanes found a way to win following regulation, taking a 
4-3 shootout victory from the Tampa Bay Lightning 
Thursday. 
The Story 
 
The contest began with what may have been Carolina's best 
first period of the season thus far. 
 
Including what felt like chance after chance for the club, the 
Canes put 15 shots onto Andrei Vasilevskiy in the opening 
20 minutes. Described as "the best goalie in the league" by 
Rod Brind'Amour Wednesday morning, Tampa Bay's 
backstop was up for the test on 14 of the 15, but a quick 
snap release from Seth Jarvis gave the visitors the first lead 
of the night. 
 
Taking their advantage into the middle frame, it was 
unfortunately the Canes' poise that lost them control of the 
affair in the second. 
 
What could have been a four-goal period for the home team 
was limited to just three after an early goal from Vladislav 
Namestnikov was waved off due to a distinct kicking motion. 
 
The disallowed tally would keep the bout evened for just a 
few more minutes, but Tampa Bay would eventually unload 
for three. A Ross Colton power play goal made it a 1-1 and 
fewer than four minutes later Nick Paul gave his club their 
first lead of the night. 
 
Martin Necas temporarily stopped the bleeding with a power 
play goal of his own for Carolina, but before the period 
concluded Nikita Kucherov countered on a five-on-three for 
Tampa Bay. 
 
Kucherov's fifth of the season and the go-ahead goal came 
when Carolina had both Jordan Martinook and Jalen 
Chatfield in the penalty box, each taking infractions on 
Colton during the same series of play. 
 
Despite the momentum swing and cashing in on just two out 
of 36 shots through two periods, the Canes kept the foot on 
the gas for the final frame of regulation. Outshooting the 
opposition for a third consecutive period, hitting a total of 50 
along the way, the team needed a timely effort late in the 
game while still down a goal. 
 
Inside the final seven minutes of play, while shorthanded 
once again, Brady Skjei led a rush up the ice with Sebastian 

Aho and Jesper Fast. It concluded with the team forcing 
overtime. 
 
Although they had another opportunity to win the game with 
a power play during the three-on-three, the game trudged on 
to the skills competition for the second time in as many 
games for the team. 
 
A lengthy six rounds later, Aho and Teuvo Teravainen 
emerged as the heroes for Carolina. 
 
They Said It 
 
Sebastian Aho in the moments immediately following his 
game-deciding goal in the shootout... 
 
"We just stuck with it. A lot of bounces didn't go our way. It 
would've been an easy game to get frustrated and let it go, 
but we stuck with it and it was a big win." 
 
Brady Skjei describing his all-important game-tying goal... 
 
"I tried to break it up at our blue line and then Fishy was 
yelling that we had a three-on-two, so I knew I had a little bit 
of time. I gave the puck to him, he found me and I saw a little 
opening just right of the defenders shin pad and luckily it 
went in." 
 
Jordan Staal offering his assessment of the contest... 
 
"I thought we did everything well. At five-on-five I think we 
controlled the game completely. They got some momentum 
on their power play and that seems to be a common 
occurence here, but we found a way to battle through it. We 
started to play a little bit more five-on-five and everything 
was a little bit more solid after that." 
 
Rod Brind'Amour ensuring that Frederik Andersen wasn't 
overlooked, before providing his overarching feelings on the 
win... 
 
"When it mattered, he was huge. They really only had one 
chance in the third and it was a half breakaway. He made the 
save. He had to. Then obviously the shootout was huge. You 
know what you're getting with the other guy, Vasilevskiy, and 
he showed why again tonight. But I loved the way our guys 
played all game. It was solid, top to bottom." 
 
Bonus Notes 
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- Brent Burns added an assist on Necas' power play 
goal, moving his point streak to five games. He is 
the first defenseman age 37 years of age or older to 
have a point streak of five games in Whalers/Canes 
franchise history. 

- Finishing with 55 shots on goal, tonight's output was 
the second most by any NHL team thus far this 
season. Florida had 58 in a win over Ottawa last 
week. (H/T Twitter.com/@CoryLav) 

- Prior to tonight's game-deciding goal, Sebastian 
Aho had been 0-for-8 in his last eight shootout 
attempts. His most recent goal was November 26, 
2017. (H/T Twitter.com/@CanesStats) 

- Frederik Andersen moves to 5-2 with the victory, 
turning away 23 out of 26, plus five out of six in the 

shootout. Andersen is now 7/9 in the shootout this 
week, denying Alexander Ovechkin, Steven 
Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point. 

- Carolina advances to 7-2-1 on the season, 
reclaiming the Metropolitan Division lead for the 
time being. 

 
  
What's Next? 
 
The Canes will travel back to Raleigh immediately post-
game, turning the page to get ready for a Friday night 
meeting against the Sabres.

 

 

Hurricanes spoil Vasilevskiy gem, defeat Lightning in shootout 

By Corey Long 
TAMPA -- The Carolina Hurricanes spoiled a 52-save 
performance by Andrei Vasilevskiy with a 4-3 shootout win 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena on 
Thursday. 
 
Sebastian Aho scored in the sixth round, beating Vasilevskiy 
to the short side. The Lightning goalie came within two saves 
of tying his NHL career high set March 20, 2019, in a 5-4 win 
at the Washington Capitals. 
 
"He was unbelievable, he's unbelievable every game," 
Tampa Bay forward Vladislav Namestnikov said. "That's on 
us. We've got to defend better and not allow other teams to 
shoot that much." 
 
Seth Jarvis, Martin Necas and Brady Skjei scored, and 
Frederik Andersen made 23 saves for the Hurricanes (7-2-1), 
who have won three straight, two in a shootout and one in 
overtime. 
 
"I just loved the way our guys played all game, just solid top 
to bottom," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You 
come in playing these guys and you know that they've got a 
great goalie and you might have to fire 50 or 60 on him." 
 
Nikita Kucherov scored for the fifth straight game and 
extended his point streak to nine games for the Lightning (6-
4-1), who are 3-0-1 in their past four games. 

 
Skjei tied it 3-3 with a short-handed goal at 13:34 of the third 
period. 
 
"I was trying to break it up at the blue line," Skjei said. "[Aho] 
found me and I saw a little opening right at the defender's 
pads, and luckily it went in." 
 
Jarvis gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 8:29 of the first period with 
a snap shot from inside the left circle. 
 
"I thought 5-on-5 we controlled the game completely," 
Hurricanes center Jordan Staal said. "Obviously they got 
some momentum on their power play ... but we found a way 
to battle through it." 
 
Ross Colton tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 5:50 of the 
second period on a redirect of a shot from Mikhail 
Sergachev. 
 
The goal came 2:32 after an apparent goal by Namestnikov 
was nullified when video review determined he kicked the 
puck into the net. 
 
Nicholas Paul put the Lightning ahead 2-1 at 9:19 on a 
redirect of a shot from Steven Stamkos. 
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Necas tied it 2-2 with a power-play goal at 14:01, a one-timer 
from inside the left circle. He has scored three goals in the 
past four games. 
 
"We all know he has a lot of talent; we saw that from Day 
One," Brind'Amour said. "He's shown that every year, it's just 
the consistency part. He's done that so far, so obviously no 
reason for him not to continue that." 
 
Kucherov gave Tampa Bay a 3-2 lead at 19:00 on a 5-on-3 
power play. 
 
"In the end, we had a one-goal lead with under 10 [minutes] 
to go and gave up a shortie," Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper 
said. "You can't do that, and now it has happened two games 
in a row." 
 
The Lightning played their second straight game without 
defenseman Victor Hedman, who is out with an upper-body 
injury. 
 
"We just gave up 50-some shots, so obviously we can do a 
lot better," defenseman Ian Cole said. "He's an All-Star 
defenseman, elite defenseman, one of the best in the 

League. That being said, we can step up as a group and play 
better. Not just defensemen, forwards as well. Our goalie is 
certainly doing his job, I think we can do a better job in front 
of him." 
 
NOTES: Paul left the game early in the third period and did 
not return. Cooper did not have an update. ... Necas' five-
game point streak (three goals, four assists) is an NHL 
career high. … Kucherov has five goals and 10 assists in the 
nine-game point streak. It is his sixth goal streak of five or 
more games, fourth among active players behind Alex 
Ovechkin (12), Stamkos (11), Sidney Crosby (nine) and 
Auston Matthews (eight). … Tampa Bay defenseman Cal 
Foote played his 100th NHL game. … Hurricanes 
defenseman Brent Burns had an assist to extend his point 
streak to five games (two goals, three assists). At 37 years, 
239 days, he is the first defenseman in Hartford 
Whalers/Hurricanes history with a five-game point streak at 
age 37 or older. … Jaccob Slavin played his 518th game to 
pass Niclas Wallin for fifth by a defenseman in 
Whalers/Hurricanes history. … Jarvis is the sixth player in 
Hurricanes history to score 20 goals age 20 or younger 
behind Jeff Skinner (64), Andrei Svechnikov (53), Aho (53), 
Elias Lindholm (29) and Eric Staal (20)

 

 

Aho scores in shootout as Hurricanes beat Lightning 4-3 

By Mark Didtler 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Sebastian Aho scored in the sixth 
round of the shootout, and the Carolina Hurricanes beat 
Andrei Vasilevskiy and the Tampa Bay Lightning 4-3 on 
Thursday night. 
Brady Skjei, Seth Jarvis and Martin Necas scored in 
regulation for Carolina, which has won three straight — all in 
overtime or shootout. Frederik Andersen stopped 23 shots. 
“We’re sticking with it all the way through the end,” 
Hurricanes center Jordan Staal said.  
Nikita Kucherov extended his goal-scoring streak to five 
games, and Nicholas Paul and Ross Colton also scored for 
the Lightning, who had won three straight. Andrei Vasilevskiy 
made 53 saves — one shy of his career high. 
“That’s the product of playing poorly, and that’s what 
happened,” Lightning coach Jon Cooper said of the one-
sided shot totals. “The better team won tonight.” 
Tampa Bay’s Ross Colton and the Hurricanes’ Teuvo 
Teravainen both scored in the fourth round of the tiebreaker. 
Vasilevskiy made several strong stops during an OT power 
play for Carolina, including shots by Aho and Brent Burns. 
“Vasilevskiy is quite the goaltender,” Skjei said. “He made 
some big saves. You’re on the bench sometimes and it’s like, 
how did that not go in. He’s just a stud.” 

Skjei tied it 3-3 when he scored a short-handed goal with 
6:26 left in the third. 
“We, obviously, generated a lot of pucks to the net,” Skjei 
said. “Sooner or later they will go in.” 
Kucherov has scored in five or more games for the sixth time 
in his career. The only active players with more are Alex 
Ovechkin (12), Tampa Bay teammate Steven Stamkos (11), 
Sidney Crosby (nine) and Auston Matthews (eight). 
Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman missed his second 
consecutive game due to an undisclosed upper-body injury. 
Undisciplined penalties cost Carolina as Tampa Bay scored 
three times in the second period to take a 3-2 lead. 
Jalen Chatfield was called for tripping and then picked up a 
high-sticking call after the whistle that led to Colton’s goal 
that tied it 1-1 at 5:50 during a four-minute power play. 
After Paul scored at 9:19 to put the Lightning ahead, Necas 
made it 2-2 with a power-play goal with just under 6 minutes 
remaining. 
Tampa Bay got a 5-on-3 power play late in the second when 
Chatfield received a cross-checking penalty and Jordan 
Martinook was sent off for slashing Colton after the play was 
over.  
Kucherov’s power-play goal then gave Tampa Bay a 3-2 lead 
from the top of the right circle with one minute to go in the 
period. 
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Jarvis opened the scoring from the left circle five seconds 
after a Carolina power play ended 8:29 into the game. He is 
the sixth player in Carolina team history to reach 20 goals 
before turning 21. 
NOTES: Kucherov also has a nine-point streak. He has a 
point streak of at least nine games in five of the last six 
seasons. ... Burns, who had an assist, and Necas both have 
five-game point streaks. ... Stamkos had an an assist but 

failed to score a goal in his sixth straight game. The 
Lightning captain scored seven times during a season-
opening five-game goal streak. 
UP NEXT 
Hurricanes: Host Buffalo on Friday night. 
Lightning: Play the third of a four-game homestand Saturday 
night against Buffalo.  

 
 

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, players who must improve 

By Kristen Shilton 
As the calendar flipped to November of the 2022-23 NHL 
season, some early-season trends flopped, while others 
have taken firmer hold. And as injuries have started to pile 
up, there are certain players who need to step into larger 
roles -- or just start producing more with the opportunities 
they've been given. 
 
For this week's NHL Power Rankings, we identified one 
player for each club who must step up in the coming days 
and weeks. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the previous 
edition, published Oct. 28. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.909 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Nov. 5), vs. STL (Nov. 7), vs. 
CGY (Nov. 10) 
 
Trent Frederic has been getting opportunities with this red-
hot Bruins team, and he could be doing more. Frederic plays 
with a kind of reckless abandon that can hurt him, but coach 
Jim Montgomery has tapped Boston's 2016 first-round pick 
over other options and seen him produce only three points in 
nine games. What more is there from him? 
 
2. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.833 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Nov. 5), @ TOR (Nov. 8), @ BUF 
(Nov. 10) 
 

Zach Whitecloud is one of those young defenders right on 
the cusp. Vegas has been scary good to start this season, 
and it's the perfect time for Whitecloud to elevate his 
burgeoning talent further. The 25-year-old clearly tries to 
make something happen each shift; there's room for him to 
push his way up even further. 
 
3. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.750 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Nov. 4), vs. TOR (Nov. 6), @ FLA 
(Nov. 9), vs. EDM (Nov. 10) 
 
Teuvo Teravainen is top-five in average ice time for the 
Hurricanes (over 17 minutes per game) but curiously 
managed only three assists through his first nine games. The 
winger is coming off a 65-point campaign, proving there's 
more Teravainen can offer to Carolina's offense (which has 
been middle of the pack, netting 3.25 goals per game). 
 
4. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.556 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Nov. 5), @ NYI (Nov. 7), @ NJ 
(Nov. 8), @ BOS (Nov. 10) 
 
Jonathan Huberdeau called himself out this week, claiming 
he's "way better than what I am right now." Calgary trusts 
that to be the case. Huberdeau hasn't caught fire with the 
Flames like Nazem Kadri has; the former Panther registered 
just one 5-on-5 point through eight games and hasn't been 
defensively sharp. 
 
5. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.636 
Next seven days: vs. DAL (Nov. 5), @ WSH (Nov. 7), @ TB 
(Nov. 8), @ CAR (Nov. 10) 
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Jack Campbell signed a big-ticket offseason deal to be 
Edmonton's next starting goaltender. The Oilers are still 
waiting on their full return. Campbell struggled out of the gate 
with an .881 save percentage and a 3.91 goals-against 
average through six starts (albeit with a 5-2-0 record). The 
veteran was shaky enough for coach Jay Woodcroft to start 
leaning on Stuart Skinner instead. But Campbell finding his 
form is of utmost importance for Edmonton. 
 
6. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.583 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Nov. 6), vs. NYI (Nov. 8), @ DET 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Kaapo Kakko can do it all -- except score. The young winger 
has run into an abyss of bad bounces that overshadows his 
confidence with the puck and improved all-around game. The 
Rangers are bottom-third in goals this season and require 
more secondary scoring. It's players such as Kakko -- who 
has potted just two goals through 11 games -- who must start 
providing it. 
 
7. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.591 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Nov. 5), vs. EDM (Nov. 8) 
 
Mikhail Sergachev didn't mince words this week discussing 
the "unacceptable" chances Tampa Bay have been giving up 
defensively. Now that Victor Hedman is day-to-day with an 
upper-body injury, it will fall even more on Sergachev to 
shore up the Lightning's back end. Sergachev has had a 
solid offensive start to this season, but more attention to 
detail in Tampa Bay's end and limiting those high-quality 
scoring opportunities against will be critical. 
 
8. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.727 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Nov. 5), vs. CGY (Nov. 8), vs. 
OTT (Nov. 10) 
 
Jesper Boqvist is going to get a bigger opportunity in the 
Devils' lineup now that Ondrej Palat is sidelined by injury. It's 
the perfect time for Boqvist to reset. He has been a healthy 
scratch while New Jersey found its rhythm early, and as 
Boqvist reenters the chat, refreshed and ready, he can pick 
up where that successful 2021-22 season ended and 
contribute to New Jersey's surprisingly hot start. 
 
9. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Nov. 4), vs. CBJ (Nov. 5), vs. 
NSH (Nov. 10) 
 
Alex Newhook faced the unenviable task of filling Colorado's 
vacant second-line center role when Nazem Kadri departed 

in free agency. That's still a work in progress -- and the 
Avalanche need Newhook to complete the transition. He 
started with just one goal through nine games and was a 
minus-four, statistics that don't reflect what Colorado feels 
he's capable of with an expanded opportunity. 
 
10. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.591 
Next seven days: @ LA (Nov. 5), @ ANA (Nov. 6), vs. CAR 
(Nov. 9) 
 
Sam Bennett has been an anomaly this season, generating 
one of the highest rates for expected goals per 60 minutes 
among forwards -- without the results to show for it. Florida 
would benefit from a change there. Bennett had one goal 
and four assists through 10 games while averaging nearly 20 
minutes per game. The sooner Bennett can start capitalizing 
on his opportunities, the better. 
 
11. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.682 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Nov. 5), @ WPG (Nov. 8) 
 
Scott Wedgewood has enormous skates to fill as Dallas' 
starter while Jake Oettinger is sidelined by a lower-body 
injury. Cap issues prevented the Stars from recalling veteran 
Anton Khudobin to back him up, so it's rookie Matt Murray -- 
fresh from signing his entry-level contract -- behind 
Wedgewood. Which basically means it's on the veteran to 
hold Dallas afloat in net until Oettinger returns. 
 
12. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Nov. 4), @ TB (Nov. 5), vs. ARI 
(Nov. 8), vs. VGK (Nov. 10) 
 
Jacob Bryson got bumped up to the Sabres' top defense 
pairing with Rasmus Dahlin when a trio of Buffalo's blueliners 
got hurt. Now's the time for Bryson to show why it's worth it 
to give him more opportunity. Buffalo is among the top 10 in 
shots against this season, and it will be counting on Bryson, 
playing higher in the lineup, to help keep the back end stable 
until healthy bodies return. 
 
13. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.636 
Next seven days: @ DET (Nov. 5), vs. CGY (Nov. 7), @ 
NYR (Nov. 8), vs. ARI (Nov. 10) 
 
Anthony Beauvillier scored a key go-ahead goal for the 
Islanders this week in a come-from-behind victory over the 
Rangers. Is that a sign of more impact plays to come? 
Beauvillier logs significant time for New York at 5-on-5, and 
he could be even more involved in the Islanders' growing 
success out of the gate. The winger logged three goals in his 
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first nine games, but perhaps the floodgates are about to 
open. 
 
14. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.545 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Nov. 5), @ CAR (Nov. 6), vs. 
VGK (Nov. 8) 
 
Justin Holl has landed top-pair billing as Toronto tries to 
figure out its defensive issues. That position comes with 
hefty responsibilities and too often Holl looks like a liability. 
He's taken ill-timed penalties, struggled regularly on 
breakouts and can get turned around by too-quick 
competition. Jake Muzzin might not be back for a while; Holl 
has to give the Leafs more. 
 
15. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.454 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Nov. 5), @ WSH (Nov. 9) 
 
Kris Letang hasn't looked like Kris Letang. His early-season 
performances have been plagued by uncharacteristic mental 
mistakes, including egregious overpassing and forcing plays 
that aren't there, while being frequently caught out of 
position. Letang needs to find his way, though, and help 
Pittsburgh steer out of its recent skid. 
 
16. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Nov. 5), vs. MIN (Nov. 8), vs. CHI 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Cal Petersen might be the backup goaltender in Los 
Angeles, but the Kings need a solid tandem of Petersen and 
Jonathan Quick to reach the next level. Neither goaltender 
has been off to his strongest start thus far, and L.A.'s 
defense has been too porous. It's a tough combination. 
Petersen could help take some pressure off Quick with better 
performances. 
 
17. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Nov. 5), vs. EDM (Nov. 7), vs. PIT 
(Nov. 9) 
 
Evgeny Kuznetsov haș to get rolling. He failed to register a 
single goal through the team's first 10 games while 
averaging almost 18 minutes per contest, and this was while 
Washington has taken a beating injury-wise (Connor Brown 
is the latest forward to be knocked out of the lineup, possibly 
out for the season). The Capitals expect more from 
Kuznetsov. 
 
18. Philadelphia Flyers 
 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Nov. 5), vs. STL (Nov. 8), @ CBJ 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Travis Konecny responded well to being benched by coach 
John Tortorella last week. The Flyers forward should now 
increase his contributions further. Philadelphia has to take 
some pressure off Carter Hart to be the savior, and Konecny 
can do that by leveraging his 20-plus minutes per contest 
into a stronger 200-foot game that complements a continued 
point-per-game pace from here. 
 
19. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.583 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Nov. 5), vs. NSH (Nov. 8) 
 
Alex Wennberg hasn't found his best offensive game this 
season with only one goal and five points in 11 games. 
Seattle has higher expectations than that considering 
Wennberg's prominent place (at 19-plus minutes of ice time 
per game) in the lineup. The Kraken are anxious to put the 
difficulties of their inaugural season behind them. Wennberg 
should be more involved in making that a reality. 
 
20. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ LA (Nov. 8), @ ANA (Nov. 9) 
 
Matt Dumba has long been a key player on Minnesota's 
defense, and the Wild want to see that continue. But their 
veteran defender has wrestled against some opponents' 
faster skaters, and he has paced all Wild blueliners in 
giveaways per 60 minutes (2.30) through 10 games. He's 
due for a breakthrough. 
 
21. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.650 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Nov. 5), vs. DAL (Nov. 8) 
 
Kyle Connor hasn't scored a goal since the Jets' first game of 
the season, marking his longest goal-scoring drought (seven 
games and counting) in over three years. It's a strange spot 
in which to find Connor, given he narrowly missed the 50-
goal mark in 2021-22. Winnipeg is off to a decent start, but 
more contributions from Connor would keep the good vibes 
going. 
 
22. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.600 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Nov. 5), @ NYR (Nov. 6), vs. MTL 
(Nov. 8), vs. NYR (Nov. 10) 
 
Andrew Copp's offseason core surgery robbed him of 
valuable training camp and preseason experience, and that 
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has likely contributed to his slow start on a new team. Detroit 
can't wait for Copp to pop off. He added just three assists 
through his first nine games in a top-six role, which is where 
the Red Wings want him. Copp is capable of more. 
 
23. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.400 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Nov. 5), vs. VAN (Nov. 8), @ NJ 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Nikita Zaitsev could see a rapidly increased role on Ottawa's 
blue line now that Artem Zub is injured. The Senators are 
counting on Zaitsev -- who's been in and out of the lineup 
this season -- to provide some stability and support as the 
team navigates this recent rough patch. Zaitsev has been 
capable of that before; will he rise to the occasion again now 
if called upon? 
 
24. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (Nov. 5), @ DET (Nov. 8), vs. 
VAN (Nov. 9) 
 
Mike Hoffman apparently isn't feeding off the youthful energy 
in Montreal's forward ranks. The veteran netted just one goal 
and two points through his first nine games, a quiet start that 
hasn't complemented the Canadiens' impressive offensive 
openings from Nick Suzuki & Co. Montreal's sustainability up 
front depends on guys like Hoffman doing their jobs, too. 
 
25. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.409 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Nov. 5), @ SEA (Nov. 8), @ COL 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Matt Duchene could be the spark plug Nashville needs to 
relight its offensive attack. He's coming off a career year that 
hasn't translated into this new campaign, in which Duchene 
registered just two goals through 10 games with a shooting 
percentage of 8.3%. The Predators are desperate for more 
offense -- they're averaging the fourth-fewest goals per game 
in the league -- and an emergent Duchene could do a lot for 
the club's overall confidence up front. 
 
26. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.545 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Nov. 5), @ LA (Nov. 10) 
 
Jack Johnson has been thrust into a larger role for the 
Blackhawks now that Seth Jones is out three to four weeks 
with a thumb injury. What does the veteran -- and recent 
Stanley Cup champion -- have to give in that position? 
Johnson projects to see more power-play time and overall 
minutes in Jones' absence, so there's no time like the 
present to put on his best showing. 

 
27. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.333 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Nov. 7), @ PHI (Nov. 8), vs. SJ 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Ryan O'Reilly decried his own "absolutely horrible" first few 
weeks to this season and the stats back him up -- the Blues' 
captain had just one goal in eight games and was minus-11. 
It's been that sort of start throughout St. Louis' lineup, and 
O'Reilly's words won't truly land without more action. The 
veteran can lead by example in righting the Blues' ship 
before it's lost to sea. 
 
28. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.308 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Nov. 5), @ STL (Nov. 10) 
 
Tomas Hertl turned last season's 30-goal outing into an 
eight-year extension with San Jose. Now the Sharks can't 
score -- they're averaging the second-fewest goals per game 
in the league -- and Hertl is largely absent from the action 
with one goal in 12 games. It's long past time he increases 
the output. 
 
29. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.364 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Nov. 5), @ OTT (Nov. 8), @ MTL 
(Nov. 9) 
 
Brock Boeser is back in the Canucks' lineup following a 
three-game absence, and Vancouver is desperate for him to 
produce. The star forward had just four assists in his first six 
games while the Canucks struggled in all facets. Now that 
the roster is getting healthy, Boeser needs to be at the 
forefront of the team's turnaround for it to have a shot at real 
improvement. 
 
30. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.300 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Nov. 4), vs. COL (Nov. 5), vs. 
PHI (Nov. 10) 
 
Erik Gudbranson signed a four-year, $16 million contract with 
Columbus in the offseason. The Blue Jackets are desperate 
for more dividends. Columbus' back end has been leaky with 
poor puck management leading to one of the worst goals-
against averages (4.11) in the league. Gudbranson was 
acquired to be a veteran boost to the team's back end. 
There's ample room to improve. 
 
31. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.318 
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Next seven days: @ SJ (Nov. 5), vs. FLA (Nov. 6), vs. MIN 
(Nov. 9) 
 
Cam Fowler has made a career out of being Anaheim's 
defensive stalwart, and the Ducks will lean on that veteran 
presence more than ever now. Jamie Drysdale's upper-body 
injury leaves Anaheim light on right-shot blueliners, and it's 
Fowler who'll slide to his off side most of the time. Anaheim 
has had a rocky start to this season defensively already; 
Fowler stepping up here sends a message about staying 
resilient through adversity. 
 
32. Arizona Coyotes 

 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.350 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Nov. 5), @ BUF (Nov. 8), @ NYI 
(Nov. 10) 
 
Barrett Hayton seemed on track for a breakout season that 
hasn't exactly materialized yet. The Coyotes' fifth overall pick 
in 2018 had 10 goals and 24 points in 60 games last season, 
but that momentum hasn't carried over, as Hayton sits with 
zero points through nine games while clocking over 15 
minutes of ice time per contest.

 
 

 

Recap: Hurricanes overcome Vasilevskiy’s career night in shootout 

TAMPA, Fla. — It looked like the Carolina Hurricanes were 
going to be sentenced to a night of frustration with a 
sequence of dumb penalties at the worst times, and not even 
the inevitable Martin Necas goal could prevent what seemed 
to be inevitable. 
 
Instead, Brady Skjei rescued the Hurricanes from the abyss, 
scoring a shorthanded goal on a 3-on-2 rush with 6:26 
remaining in regulation and salvaging a point for the 
Hurricanes, who earned the bonus point in the shootout by 
topping the Tampa Bay Lightning 4-3 on Thursday night. 
 
Seth Jarvis opened the scoring for the Hurricanes 8:29 into 
the first, wiring a laser over Andrei Vasilevskiy’s shoulder just 
as a power play expired. The Hurricanes took that lead into 
the second, but Jalen Chatfield’s double penalties, one for 
tripping and one for high sticking, proved costly when Ross 
Colton tipped home a Mikhail Sergachev shot to put the 
Lightning on the board at 5:50. 
 
After Nick Paul scored to give the Lightning the lead, Necas’ 
torrid streak continued, pulling the Hurricanes back to even 
on a power play at 14:01 of the second, one-timing a Brent 
Burns pass to extend his team lead with his 14th point of the 
season. 
 
The Hurricanes had a golden opportunity midway through 
the third, with Corey Perry in the box for tripping, but twice 
they couldn’t find the net despite good puck movement. 
Jesper Fast, possibly the Canes’ best player on the evening, 
had four grade-A chances and didn't score on any of them. 
 
Brett Pesce took a necessary tripping penalty with Vladimir 
Namestnikov driving the net with five minutes left, but instead 
of surrendering the seemingly inevitable insurance goal, 

Skjei turned the game on its ear, finishing an odd-man 
shorthanded rush that beat Vasilevskiy cleanly. 
 
It wasn’t the number of penalties that nearly torpedoed the 
Hurricanes’ chances to win — indeed, they played penalty-
free hockey for the entire first period, and only took Pesce’s 
necessary one in the third — but it was all about the type and 
timing. Chatfield had a game to forget, taking three minor 
penalties in the second period alone, and Jordan Martinook 
was baited into a needless slashing penalty that was initially 
ruled a major but reduced to a minor on review. 
 
The latter of those was the costliest, as it handed the 
Lightning a full two minutes of a two-man advantage and 
Nikita Kucherov duly did the honors, scoring what was 
looking likely to be the game winner with a minute remaining 
in the second period. 
 
Frederik Andersen never seemed to get comfortable in the 
net, relying on his defense to bail him out more than the 
Canes would have liked. The Lightning’s second goal, a Paul 
redirection of a Steven Stamkos half-wall shot that was really 
a pass, went through Andersen’s legs way too easily. At 
other times, the iron did the job for Andersen, none more 
significant than Colton’s chance with 13 minutes remaining 
that beat Andersen but went clean off the crossbar. 
 
Jordan Staal somehow missed a wide open net with three 
minutes remaining, shooting into the side of the net as 
Vasilevskiy desperately scrambled to get back into position 
and lost control of his stick in the service of making the save. 
 
Brayden Point, who had been on the ice for nearly two full 
minutes to start overtime, took a lazy slashing penalty to put 
the Hurricanes on a 4-on-3 power play. Despite putting six 
shots on net during the man advantage, the Hurricanes were 
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too lackadaisical up a man, not forcing Vasilevskiy into any 
difficult saves. 
 
In the skills competition, Colton and Teuvo Teravainen 
traded goals in the fourth round, and Sebastian Aho ended 
the festivities with a sixth-round goal to snap the Lightning’s 
five-game winning streak and give the Hurricanes their 
second straight shootout win. 

 
Vasilevskiy faced 55 Carolina shots, making 52 saves to 
finish two saves shy of his career high in a regular season 
game, while the Lightning returned 26 on Andersen. The 
Hurricanes will return home to face the Buffalo Sabres at 
PNC Arena tomorrow night to begin a brief two-game 
homestand.

 

 

Recap: Skjei’s shorty, Aho’s slick dekes propel Canes past Lightning in shootout win 

By Sam Overton & Ethan Bakogiannis 
In the Carolina Hurricanes’ second shootout in four days, 
center Sebastian Aho scored the game-winning goal to hand 
his team a road victory against the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Thursday, Nov. 3. 

Tampa Bay goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy was the 
Lightning’s saving grace for the bulk of the game, but even 
the best goalie in the NHL according to NHL Network 
couldn’t hold off Aho’s slick dekes. 

“Obviously, you know what you’re getting with Vasilevskiy,” 
said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “He’s the best for a 
reason, and he showed it tonight. But I just loved the way our 
guys played all game. I think it was just solid, top to bottom.” 

Carolina got off to a promising start in Amalie Arena, 
notching 15 shots on goal across the first period. Center 
Seth Jarvis quieted a rowdy crowd after putting one past 
Vasilevskiy early in the first period, his third goal of the 
season. 

The Lightning nearly tied things up on a power play early in 
the second frame, but further review revealed that Tampa 
Bay center Vladislav Namestnikov actually kicked the puck 
in. That being said, the Lightning put a bullet past goaltender 
Frederik Andersen shortly after Namestnikov’s slip-up. 

After another goal from Tampa Bay gave the Lightning the 
lead, center Martin Nečas found his 14th point of the season 
in a defiant shot past several defensemen. 

All in all, the second frame saw plenty of brawls on the ice. 
Akin to a renaissance painting at times, both teams racked 
up a total of six penalties in the middle 20 minutes. 
Defenseman Jalen Chatfield tallied half of Carolina’s penalty 
minutes, partly contributing to Tampa Bay’s 5-on-3 goal to 
take the lead late in the second. 

After a tumultuous second period, both squads came out 
sluggish in the third, resulting in a slow start to the final 20 
minutes of regulation. This didn’t mean Carolina slowed 
down its pace offensively — the Hurricanes still dominated 
their opposition in terms of shots on goal. By the end of the 
game, the Canes more than doubled Tampa Bay’s shots on 
goal, sending a barrage of 55 shots Vasilevskiy’s way. 

Despite the offensive onslaught, Tampa Bay still held a 3-2 
lead deep into the third period. All signs pointed to the 
Lightning clinging onto its advantage, especially with the 
home side toting a power play. However, defenseman Brady 
Skjei reminded everyone to always expect the unexpected, 
burying a shorthanded goal with less than seven minutes 
remaining. 

Skjei’s shorty evened up the score at 3-3, proving enough to 
take the contest into overtime. But after that, neither team 
could find the back of the net in the extra five minutes. 

The scoreless OT period forced both goalies back into the 
net for a six-round shootout. In the fourth round, left wing 
Teuvo Teräväinen matched Tampa Bay center Ross Colton’s 
goal, putting the onus on either Jarvis or Aho to make it past 
Vasilevskiy. 

“This isn’t a surprise,” Brind’Amour said. “They have a good 
goalie, and you’re going to have to fire maybe 50 or 60 
[shots] on them — it’s just the way it is. The key is not to get 
frustrated; the key is to really start generating a chance. If 
you generate chances, you’re playing the other team’s end, 
which is what you want to do.” 

Ultimately, it was Aho who broke through. As he advanced 
on Vasilevskiy, Aho handled the biscuit expertly, crossing the 
puck back and forth in the crease before finally sliding it past 
his opposition’s outstretched leg. 
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It wasn’t just Aho who played hero in the shootout, however 
— Andersen’s effort shouldn’t go understated. He denied 
nearly every attempt by the Lightning and bought enough 
time for Aho to do his thing. 

“It wasn’t going our way,” Brind’Amour said. “We were 
playing pretty dominant, and when you play like that, usually 
you’re going to be ahead — and we weren’t. But, like I said, I 

love how the guys focused on the next shift, and we 
obviously had a big play on that shorthanded goal. But 
overall, I think all the guys just did it right and we got 
rewarded.” 

The Hurricanes will return to Raleigh on Friday, Nov. 4 to 
face the Buffalo Sabres at PNC Arena. Puck drop is 
scheduled for 7 p.m.

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-earn-shootout-win-in-tampa-4-3/c-337158966 

https://www.nhl.com/news/montreal-canadiens-winnipeg-jets-game-recap/c-337119808 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-tampa-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-1f40c722aea970a2a7a019f672122b40  

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34940901/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-players-improve 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/3/23439819/recap-carolina-hurricanes-overcome-andrei-vasilevskiy-career-night-in-

shootout-win-over-lightning 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/skjei-s-shorty-aho-s-slick-dekes-propel-canes-past-lightning-in-shootout-

win/article_ebd70c72-5bf5-11ed-84f6-d78a7fbbf0dc.html  
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Hurricanes winger Necas playing with added confidence after working 
with psychologist 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 03, 2022 10:51 AM 

 

Confidence can be fickle and elusive in sports. 

Martin Necas of the Carolina Hurricanes has it. Teuvo Teravainen, for 
now, does not. 

It shows in the way the two Canes forwards have played this season, but 
also in their off-ice demeanor, in the way they carry themselves and talk 
about themselves and their games. 

Necas, 23, is off to the best start of his still-young career, making plays, 
leading the Canes in points, enjoying himself. Playing on a line with 
winger Andrei Svechnikov centered by Jesperi Kotkaniemi, he said it has 
been a fun ride so far in the early going. 

And Teravainen’s start? 

“Not special, not great,” he told The N&O on Monday before the Canes’ 
game with the Washington Capitals. 

Why? 

“I don’t know. It is what it is,” he said. “I’ve got to work harder, I guess.” 

A veteran player, Teravainen, 28, has dealt with the ebbs and flows of 
the season, had slow starts and quick starts. Things can change as 
quickly as a flick of the wrist and the puck finding the net. 

Teravainen, without a goal in the first nine games, is waiting for that to 
happen. 

“I’ve had some chances, but nothing has gone in,” he said. “It’s kind of 
tough to play with no confidence, so I’ve got to find it somewhere.” 

‘MENTAL RESILIENCE’ 

Necas said he found it with some help — from a sports psychologist. 

Necas said he began consulting with Marian Jelinek, who is based in 
Prague and has worked with other NHL players including former Canes 
goalie Petr Mrazek, about developing what Jelinek calls “mental 
resilience.” 

“Everyone is always worrying about your physical summer workouts and 
stuff,” Necas told The N&O. “It was this summer that I realized that the 
mental side is so important, too, and that if I can stay in the game for 
every shift, every game, and be confident and be on my game every 
night, I’m going to play good and be consistent. 

“It’s a way to prepare for a game with your head. If something’s not 
working out, you need to stay calm and be on your game, which I feel like 
I’ve been struggling with in the past year. So we decided to do this. This 
is something new to me.” 

Necas returned for preseason training camp with a more positive attitude 
that was reflected in media interviews and then in his effort once on the 
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ice. He has five goals and eight assists for a team-high 13 points, and is 
working on a four-game point streak going into Thursday’s game at 
Tampa Bay. 

“I felt like I’ve always been positive, but I could get down on myself,” 
Necas said. “In an 82-game season, you’re not going to play all 82 as 
good as you want to play. But there’s a new day. You don’t think about it. 
Forget about it and go into a new game with a clear head.” 

Necas’ line has been the Canes’ most productive in the Canes’ 6-2-1 
start — Svechnikov has eight goals — and his play has been pleasing to 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

“He’s been a difference-maker for us,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “It’s not 
surprising. You’ve seen it in spurts. But it’s always about that consistency 
in being a pro, and he’s definitely figuring it out.” 

Necas had a pair of assists Monday in the 3-2 shootout win over the 
Caps at PNC Arena. The game before, Saturday at Philadelphia, he 
ripped a shot through the legs of the Flyers’ Travis Sanheim for a bar-
down goal that tied the score late in regulation. 

The Canes won in overtime when Necas had the puck on the left wing, 
made a tight turn, then a cross-ice pass to Sebastian Aho. Defenseman 
Brent Burns took a pass from Aho and buried the shot for the winner. 

As for Teravainen, he’s still waiting for that kind of moment. Brind’Amour 
moved him off Aho’s line during the Canes’ 6-2 loss to the New York 
Islanders on Friday but had the winger back on the line with Aho and 
winger Seth Jarvis against the Flyers and Caps. 

“He knows he can be a little bit better and it weighs on him a little, like 
everybody,” Brind’Amour said. “But I’m not too concerned.” 
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Sabres rookie Owen Power unleashes offensive gifts by focusing on 
defending 

 

Lance Lysowski News Sports Reporter 

 

When Owen Power steps off the ice after a game with the Buffalo 
Sabres, no matter the result, he asks their defense coach, Marty Wilford, 
for video clips to study. 

Power is a perfectionist, like his teammate Rasmus Dahlin, a fellow No. 1 
draft pick who ascended to the upper echelon of NHL defensemen 
through perseverance and patience. Both remind Wilford of Duncan 
Keith, a three-time Stanley Cup champion and future Hall of Famer 
whom he played with in the American Hockey League almost 20 years 
ago. 

“(Duncan) used to drive me nuts because he talked about this little play 
and that little play, but he was so driven to be exceptional and be the 
best,” said Wilford, who joined the Sabres’ coaching staff at the start of 
the 2021-22 season. “That’s like those two guys. You see the work and 
commitment they put in to be … awesome.” 

Dahlin, now 22, has experience on his side. He’s played under three 
head coaches, learned different defensive-zone structures and 
experienced the hard lessons that come with defending against the best 
in the world as a teenager. His development into a first-pair, hard-to-play-
against defenseman wasn’t linear. There were many difficult nights 
before he began to shatter more records and enter the Norris Trophy 
conversation. 

Power, on the other hand, is only 19 years old, yet he’s shouldering the 
responsibility of someone with far more games in the league. His 22:29 
of average ice time per game ranks second on the Sabres and first 
among all NHL rookies. His five points are second among all rookie 
defensemen behind Minnesota’s Calen Addison. 

Any mistakes committed by Power across his first 10 games were 
overshadowed by the poise he has with the puck and his often flawless 
execution of subtle details that allow him to play a prominent role despite 
having only 18 games of NHL experience. He never forgets the errors, 
though, even if they are inconsequential in the result of the game for the 
Sabres (7-3), who face the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday night. 

His determination to be better away from the puck, combined with the 
work he puts in on the ice and in the video room, led to his best 
performance to date Wednesday night. Not only did Power make a 
highlight-reel pass to set up the tying goal, but he helped shut down the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the third period and finished with 23:51 of ice 
time. 

“He can be hard on himself,” Wilford told The Buffalo News. “But you 
know, you’ve got to remind him he's 19 years old. He's playing against 
the top athletes in the world. What has [the Penguins won]? A couple 
Stanley Cups. Look at their resume and the games they've played and 
what they've learned along the way.” 

Power has encountered adversity early in his first full season in the NHL. 
His defense partner, Henri Jokiharju, has missed the past six games with 
an upper-body injury. There have been several instances of bad puck 
luck, like the Sabres’ 3-2 loss to Montreal last Thursday when a rebound 
ricocheted off Power’s skate and into the net. 

Injuries to Jokiharju, Mattias Samuelsson and Ilya Lyubushkin have 
caused Power to skate at least 20 minutes in nine of 10 games this 
season. He leads all rookies in 5-on-5 ice time and no first-year player 
has been on the ice for more 5-on-5 goals scored by their team than him. 
Power has helped the Sabres rank 10th in goals allowed per game (2.8). 

Power wasn’t thinking about the offensive side of his game when 
preparing for the Penguins. He wanted to shut down their top players, 
harnessing the lessons learned through watching video with Wilford and 
development coach Dan Girardi. 

The Sabres had twice as many 5-on-5 shot attempts (6-3) when Power 
was on the ice against Penguins defenseman Kris Letang, his most 
common opponent Wednesday night. Pittsburgh had only two shot 
attempts when Evgeni Malkin was trying to score against Power. And a 
change in defense pairings didn’t stifle Power’s progress, either. 

Skating next to Lawrence Pilut in the second and third periods, the duo 
was on the ice together for three Sabres goals. The team had 70% of the 
5-on-5 shot attempts with them on the blue line during a third period in 
which the Penguins had only seven shots on goal.   

“It's getting a lot better,” Power noted afterward. “I think tonight was my 
best game of the season so hopefully I can just build off it and keep 
getting better.”  

"I thought last night was an outstanding game," Wilford said following 
practice Thursday. "The things that we work on, talk about, thinking more 
about the play without the puck, and that's where it's going to continue to 
(be a process)." 

No amount of summer workouts or college games could prepare Power 
for defending against players like Malkin and Sidney Crosby. Power had 
to adjust to killing plays in the defensive zone when forwards with elite 
speed are carrying the puck down the ice in every situation, including the 
rush. 

Power, listed at 6-foot-6, 218 pounds, studies his own play to better 
understand how to handle different situations in games. He’s also among 
the first Sabres on the ice at each practice, working relentlessly to 
improve at the nuances of his position. 
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Strong play defensively against Pittsburgh seemed to fuel Power’s 
confidence with the puck. He had a season-high four shots on goal and 
ran the Sabres’ offense with precision. Power froze the Penguins with a 
fake shot before sending the puck across the zone to Victor Olofsson, 
whose one-timer into the partially empty net tied the score. 

“What he did last night, you don't teach that stuff,” Wilford said. “That's 
just naturally gifted. And Dahls is the same. They’re just gifted that way. 
But we continually work with them on, ‘We want you to have the puck, so 
how are we going to get it back faster?’ 

“When you're feeling good about your 200-foot game, that's when the 
offense is easier, for sure. You feel good about your entire game. 
Everything feels just a little bit easier.” 

Teammates are in awe of the poise Power shows on the ice. He never 
appears rattled or frustrated. A bad play doesn’t spiral into a bad period. 
But they’re also in awe that he’s not close to reaching his ceiling. 

Sabres winger Alex Tuch beamed at his dressing-room stall Wednesday 
night when recalling how he couldn’t even see Olofsson from the bench 
when Power feathered the pass that led to the tying goal. While they 
marvel over Power’s play each night, he’s always focused on what’s next 
and how to continue his ascent. 

“It was an unbelievable play, honest to God,” Tuch said with a grin. “It 
was amazing. That’s just scratching the surface, honestly. And I see he’s 
elevating each and every game and he’s starting to get that confidence, 
he’s starting to make plays like that and he’s starting to hold onto the 
puck. It’s scary because he’s already making these plays and he’s 
already having a huge effect on the game.” 

Injury updates 

Lyubushkin (lower body) returned to practice Thursday and remains day 
to day, according to the Sabres. His status for Friday against Carolina 
and Saturday in Tampa Bay won’t be determined until the team sees how 
Lyubushkin responds to on-ice workouts. 

Jokiharju (upper body) didn’t join the Sabres on the two-game road trip, 
but he might be ready to return to practice next week. Jokiharju has 
responded well to rehab skates recently, a promising step after he was 
struck in the face with the puck in Calgary on Oct. 20.  
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LeBrun: Jack Eichel trade a year later, and how Sabres are building to 
‘compete every year’ 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

11-13 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

It’s a fan base that deserves to be enjoying hockey again. 

No one involved with the Sabres is getting carried away over a 7-3-0 
start, but it is at least nice to see so many feeling good about what’s 
going on in Buffalo. 

The Sabres are fun to watch, they’re playing for each other, and there’s 
an evident belief in the dressing room in what they’re about. 

And to think, just 2 1/2 years ago when Kevyn Adams was named 
general manager, he was having to answer some pretty tough questions 
in his market about the direction of this team after what felt like a lost 
decade for the franchise. 

Adams had a few of those media availabilities during the pandemic, to be 
sure. They weren’t easy. But he tried to be transparent about the road 
ahead. For a rookie GM at the time, one thing I remember is that he 
didn’t sugarcoat the reality of the moment after his hiring in June 2020. 

Which makes the path he took to today that much more impressive. 

“When I think back at the beginning, the most important thing, in my 
opinion, was to just be honest,” Adams told The Athletic on Thursday. 
“Just tell the truth about exactly where we were and why. I talked a lot 
about how we needed to learn from the past but we couldn’t live in the 
past. Just understanding where we were and just trying to be honest 
about how we have a vision, we have a plan, we’re going to stick to the 
plan, and we’re not going to get caught up in the emotion of it. 

“In saying that, I totally understood from the fan base the perspective of 
frustration. So you just had to face it head-on and do your best.” 

With three straight wins — including 8-3 over Detroit and 6-3 over 
Pittsburgh — as the Sabres into Friday night’s game at Carolina, it feels 
like there’s a turning-of-the-corner moment happening, though one could 
see some hints of it in the second half of last season, too. 

Sabres had another comeback win last night, beating the Penguins 6-3 
on national TV. Buffalo is 7-3 and showing the qualities of a contender. 

“Over here, we’re focused on small picture and taking care of every 
single day that day.” 

“I would have to back up a little bit to last season, and I think part of what 
we saw happening was that there was a real, true buy-in going on from 
our locker room, on and off the ice,” Adams said. “I could see that the 
culture had shifted to players truly believing in the organization and 
believing in themselves and each other and wanting to be part of this. 
And that’s what we were working toward.” 

Which is partly why the Sabres, while not headed to the playoffs last 
season, decided not to be full sellers at the trade deadline. 

“We didn’t do a lot at the trade deadline last year and that was purposeful 
because we wanted to make sure we gave these guys every opportunity 
to keep growing and growing together,” Adams said. “The team played 
some really good hockey down the stretch. As I saw that happening, it 
gave confidence to us heading into this year that we’re sticking with the 
plan. And, in fact, we got even younger.” 

Owen Power is playing his first full season, and he’s joining kids like JJ 
Peterka, Jack Quinn, Peyton Krebs and Mattias Samuelsson. According 
to CapFriendly, the Sabres came into the season as the league’s 
youngest team. 

“But we believed that these were guys that would continue to develop 
and learn and grow,” Adams said. 

The Sabres also have the most salary cap room in the NHL right now. It’s 
a rare commodity these days, but the reality is that the front office has a 
clear vision of how that cap room will get used up in the next few years 
as the young core needs to be given new deals. The Sabres have 
already done that with extensions for Samuelsson and Tage Thompson. 
Dylan Cozens is coming out of his entry-level contract after the season. 
Power and Rasmus Dahlin are two years away from needing new deals 
but could be extended a year out next summer if the Sabres decide to go 
that route. 

So the Sabres are carefully planning out with all that cap space. 

“When you look at where we are as we’re building this, we thought a lot 
about that from the cap perspective — having a young team, where we’re 
going to be,” Adams said. “Part of it is knowing when you have a young 
group of core players that hopefully are successful and you know those 
dollars are going to change.” 

The point is, the payroll is likely to grow organically from within. 

“That’s exactly right,” Adams said. “The message from ownership is, 
‘We’ll give you every opportunity and every resource you need to 
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succeed.’ We’ve tried to put a plan together to make sure that we’re 
thoughtful about how we’re doing it. 

“We want to keep a really competitive team sustainable for the long term. 
… Our goal here is to build it so that we can compete every year.” 

Thompson’s seven-year, $50 million extension was announced Aug. 30, 
and I remember hearing from some hockey people that day wondering if 
the Sabres were betting a little too aggressively. 

Well, the early returns from Thompson this season — seven goals and 
14 points in 10 games, including a six-point night against Detroit — 
certainly show why Buffalo wanted to be aggressive in getting that done. 

“He’s always that dominant. He’s a threat all over the ice.” 

Tage Thompson had 3 points in his first 7 games. He has 9 in the last 
two. 

How his six-point night helped showcase Sabres’ offensive potential in 8-
3 win over Detroit. 

“I think every manager would probably say the same thing,” Adams said. 
“When you’re doing these types of things, you’re obviously projecting out 
and you’re taking so many things into account — certainly the body of 
work that you’ve seen right before your eyes, but you’re also looking at 
the individual, are they the type of people that are going to continue to 
push every day? And do they truly want to be here in Buffalo and want to 
be here for the right reasons? 

“With Samuelsson and Tage, we felt both those situations were guys that 
will continue to do the work, they’re hungry to get better every day, and 
they also made it clear to me that they want to be here. That’s a big deal. 
That’s why we felt comfortable as we went through that process.” 

As we know, Jack Eichel didn’t want to be in Buffalo anymore, especially 
after a disagreement with the Sabres on how to move forward with his 
neck surgery. And we’re not here to relive all that drama. I’m happy to 
see Eichel healthy and doing well in Vegas with the Golden Knights, a 
team that looks like a Cup contender. That’s a trade that could end up 
being really beneficial to both franchises. 

From the Sabres’ end of it, the early returns from the trade have been 
terrific. Alex Tuch has seven goals and 10 points in 10 games this 
season — and he’s so passionate about being a Sabre — plus you see 
what Krebs can become, the team is excited about first-round pick Noah 
Ostlund, and there’s a second-round pick still to come in June. 

What’s funny is that neither Adams nor I realized until I clicked on the 
trade details again in the middle of our conversation that it’s the one-year 
anniversary of that blockbuster Friday: The deal went down Nov. 4, 2021. 

That whole thing was unbelievably stressful for a young GM like Adams. 
He concedes there were some sleepless nights during that process. But 
he also learned a lot from it. 

“I definitely did,” Adams said. “One of the things that I really try to do 
every day is learn from all situations. I did certainly learn a lot through 
that. It was a very challenging time. But what I did firmly believe was that 
this was a critical decision for our organization in how we were going to 
move forward. And we could not compromise on the return, no matter 
what pressure or stress was happening on the outside. 

“We needed to be patient and calm until it was the right deal that made 
sense for us.” 

Before this season of excommunication: 

On 399 of 453 game nights, whether Jack Eichel was on the ice or 
injured list, the Sabres were a losing organization. 

Adams figures he probably spoke to every single team in the NHL about 
Eichel during that long, drawn-out process, which had some moments 
when it looked like it was going somewhere and then didn’t. 

“It would heat up, and you’d feel like it’s generating and getting closer 
and getting more traction … and then it would cool off,” Adams said. 
“Part of that is what made it so complicated was the injury situation and 
you had the ($10 million) salary. There was just a lot to it. It wasn’t your 
typical player trade. 

“But I can honestly say, at the end of the day, we had a lot of different 
discussions with a lot of different teams but never felt like we were right 
about to make a deal until it finally got done with Vegas.” 

Veteran GM Don Waddell has known Adams for a long time and isn’t 
surprised by the overall work he’s seen from the young Sabres GM. 

“I knew Kevyn as a player, I had him in the U.S. program,” the Hurricanes 
GM said Thursday. “The type of player he was, he wasn’t given anything. 
He had to work for everything he got. Same for him now as a GM. He 
won’t be granted anything. He’s going to have to work for it, but that’s 
what he’s doing. So far it’s worked out pretty good for him.” 

Adams, meanwhile, was entering the final season of his contract as GM 
before signing an extension in September. It was during those 
conversations with ownership that he expressed a desire to also extend 
his head coach even though Don Granato still had this season and next 
left on his deal. The two-year extension recently signed by Granato 
means he’s signed through 2025-26. For a franchise that’s had a turnstile 
turnover at coach and GM in the past decade, that’s needed stability. 

“When I was having discussions with Terry Pegula about my own 
personal situation, one thing I made very clear is that I want to be here, 
and I’m excited about the future and moving forward, but it was a No. 1 
priority to align Donnie and extend his contract,” Adams said. “I just feel 
he’s been so important for the group in terms of the way he handles 
himself every day, the development mindset that he has with his 
background, his ability to understand and work with younger players, and 
really the influence he’s had on the players and the coaching staff. 

“Just to push and continue to get better every day. Also understanding 
that you’re going to go through ups and downs, especially with younger 
players.” 

There are indeed more ups and downs coming, but the overarching path 
seems evident. The Sabres are back. 
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Peyton Krebs, a year after trade to Sabres, starting to find his way 

 

Matthew Fairburn 

9-11 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

CALGARY — On the morning the Buffalo Sabres played the Calgary 
Flames, Greg Krebs walked into a coffee shop in downtown Calgary 
beaming with pride. He had on a blue and gold Sabres jersey with his 
son’s No. 19 and Krebs on the back. He laughed thinking about the looks 
he may get at the Saddledome, where the vast majority of patrons would 
be wearing the hometown red. Greg had his son sign the jersey so he 
would have a quick and handy explanation for wearing enemy colors at 
the dome. 

Peyton’s Sabres jersey is just the latest in Greg’s collection. Greg and his 
wife Cindy have four children and each one is a high achiever. Peyton 
was a first-round draft pick of the Golden Knights before getting traded to 
the Sabres. His older brother Dakota is enjoying a successful hockey 
career at the University of Calgary. Their sister Maddison is a recording 
artist who spent time in Nashville and is now in British Columbia. And the 
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youngest brother Dru is a recent Capitals draft pick playing junior jockey 
for Medicine Hat. 

“They’re amazing people,” Greg said. “At their core, they’re great adults, 
good people and passionate about what they do.” 

That’s all Greg and Cindy wanted for their kids. They grew up in a farm 
town three hours and 45 minutes north of Edmonton. Greg knew the farm 
life wasn’t his calling. He wanted his future children to have more 
opportunities, so he went to college for engineering at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton. He and Cindy later moved to Calgary when Greg 
entered the workforce, and that’s where they started their family. 

That story is the first thing Peyton mentions when asked about his family. 

“His whole thing was he wanted to give his kids the most opportunity to 
be successful because he didn’t have that opportunity,” Peyton said. 
“That’s just one of the selfless things that he’s done. My mom, she 
sacrificed everything to be a stay-at-home mom and she gave us 
everything she had.” 

Peyton can appreciate the support now. It’s easy to peruse Peyton 
Krebs’ career on paper and see the highlights. He was a highly-touted 
bantam player, scoring almost five points per night. He was the No. 1 
pick in the WHL draft and a first-round pick in the NHL Draft. 

Now 21 and on his second NHL team, Krebs has already had to fight 
through adversity. During his draft year, he had a cut in his Achilles that 
kept him off the ice and clouded the pre-draft process with uncertainty. 
Once with the Golden Knights, he broke his jaw. Then, a year ago, he 
was traded to Buffalo as part of a blockbuster deal that sent Jack Eichel 
to Vegas. Immediately after the Sabres acquired him, they sent him down 
to Rochester. 

Krebs was in Ottawa at the time and had to cross the border. He’d just 
bought a new truck that was waiting for him in Vegas along with his 
girlfriend and their dog. Those are the real-life consequences of the 
trades that scroll through your Twitter feed. 

“He had seen the rumors and saw the GM had tried calling him twice,” 
Greg said. “So he knew what was happening. He was pretty bummed. 
He was more bummed that he went straight to Rochester. He went from 
playing in Vegas, so he was probably more pissed about that. He knew 
there would be a better opportunity (in Buffalo).” 

Peyton is fortunate Alex Tuch was part of the package the Knights sent 
to Buffalo. Tuch had already been traded once before, so he could lend 
advice. He was also injured at the time of the trade, so he didn’t need to 
scramble to get to Buffalo. He flew Peyton’s girlfriend and dog with him 
when he went over. 

“I did try to talk him through it,” Tuch said. “It is hard. You can look at it as 
a team giving up on you by trading you away. But he was also super 
excited about the opportunity in Buffalo. I tried to continue that message 
to him. There were a lot of things going on at once, but he is where he is 
now because he just put his head down and worked.” 

That’s all Peyton has ever done. When he was younger, his parents had 
a rule. If they had to drag him to something, that might not be something 
worth doing. They wanted their kids to be passionate about whatever 
activities they chose. It didn’t have to be hockey, though it became clear 
early that Peyton was going to have to be dragged away from the rink, 
not to it. 

“I still remember all of those mornings going to grab Tim Horton’s hot 
chocolate and being at the rink at 6 a.m,” Peyton said. “Those sacrifices 
he made. He had to go back to work right after that. You look at it now 
and there’s times where you don’t realize how much sacrifice it was.” 

Greg remembers thinking Peyton was a bit different as early as his U9 
year. What was happening on the ice was one thing, but Greg noticed a 
difference in how he handled himself off the ice. 

“He was doing pull-ups and push-ups when he was a tiny little kid,” Greg 
said. “One of the things I had to teach him was how to have fun. He was 
so serious and so competitive.” 

Greg had a rule that the kids needed to take two months away from the 
rink a year to try other things and have a break from hockey. During that 
time, Peyton was always begging to get back on the ice. 

By the time he started playing for Mickey Kluner as a 13-year-old, Peyton 
already had a reputation as one of the top players in the area. He played 
a big role for the Rocky Mountain Raiders, who won the league 
championship in Alberta. They ended up losing in the finals of the 
Western Canada championship, but that year showed Kluner everything 
he needed to know. Kluner was used to seeing first-year players tread 
water. Instead, Peyton was an integral part of a deep, talented team. 

“He acted like such a pro in everything that he did,” Kluner said. “At those 
ages, you’re usually trying to teach kids what that looks like with game 
prep and everything else, routines on the road. He wasn’t just playing the 
part. He knew what to do, he was totally checked in emotionally, mentally 
… The maturity was second to none in terms of players I’ve dealt with at 
that age.” 

Peyton piled up 102 points in 27 games the next season even while 
fighting through injury. That laid the foundation for what would become 
his hockey career. He dominated the WHL and became a first-round 
pick. 

Now he’s fighting to find his way in the NHL. A year ago, he had 22 
points in 48 NHL games but also had 26 points in his 28 AHL games. 
He’s one of a handful of players on the Sabres roster who is expected to 
play his first full NHL season this year at 21 years old. 

In eight games this season, Peyton has two points and has played all 
over Buffalo’s lineup. At one point, he was rotated out of the lineup for 
two games to take a step back. Sabres coach Don Granato did the same 
with Jack Quinn. 

“They need communication,” Greg Krebs said. “They need to be told, not 
barked at. They want a person that is honest with them and 
communicates with them. That’s what the new generation needs. Donny 
is a great communicator.” 

Just a brief stint out of the lineup has helped Peyton. In an 8-3 win 
against the Red Wings, Granato made another change. He moved 
Peyton to center to play with Zemgus Girgensons and Rasmus Aslund. 
That line wasn’t on the ice for a single shot attempt against at five-on-
five. 

Granato said that while time on the wing is good for experience, he likes 
Peyton much better at center. He saw more jump and energy in his game 
while playing in the middle. Granato had a conversation with coaches 
about what might make Peyton feel better about his game, and switching 
him to his more natural position made sense. 

“He skated better and made more plays,” Granato said. “He’s just more 
comfortable in that position.” 

That type of coaching is part of what has made Krebs feel at home in 
Buffalo. As a family-oriented person who considers his parents his best 
friends, he’s found a supportive locker room from the coaching staff on 
down. The community fits his personality, too. 

“It reminded him more of home,” Greg said. “Vegas is all about the bright 
lights and who is out buying who on what. Buffalo is more of what he 
grew up with. It’s a blue-collar, we’re-going-to-get-crap-done kind of 
town.” 

Kyle Okposo was a player Peyton gravitated toward immediately. They’re 
neighbors in the locker room and share similar pre-game routines. 
Peyton sees the type of person and leader Okposo is and wants to 
emulate that. Despite the age difference, the two have become close. 

“He’s very inquisitive, wants to learn,” Okposo said. “He asks a lot of 
questions about different things with hockey, life, career, all of that stuff. 
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He really is like a sponge. He competes. He’s not scared to go into 
corners and battle it out against bigger guys. He’s going to continue to 
find his way in his career. There have been a lot of different unique 
challenges. He gets injured to start, then he’s involved in a massive 
trade, goes back to minors for a little bit and is up and down trying to 
settle into his career. He’s going to continue to grow. He’s definitely 
determined.” 

Greg said he still urges Peyton to shoot more often but otherwise he is 
there to remind him how good he has it. In Greg’s mind, whether it’s 
injuries or a trade or a few nights out of the lineup, “Every day in the 
show is a good day.” 

That’s the type of perspective Peyton needs as the pressure ramps up in 
his pro career. Those around him have seen everything he’s gone 
through and know he’s the type to come out the other side. 

“It’s nowhere close to over, but it’s quite the story,” Kluner said. 
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Leafs’ dynamic duo of Matthews, Marner will find another gear if they 
improve on one part of their game 

 

By Chris Johnson NorthStar Bets 

Thu., Nov. 3, 2022 

 

Three weeks into the NHL regular season those are among the duos that 
have combined for more points than Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. 

Incredibly, prior to Wednesday’s tension-relieving 5-2 victory over the 
Philadelphia Flyers, there were 28 teams (!) that boasted two scorers 
with more combined production than the Maple Leafs stars so far. 

That is not just a tidy piece of trivia that sums up why it’s been so noisy 
around this group during a disjointed start. It’s also the most compelling 
argument for why management should continue charting an unaltered 
path through the storm. 

Unless, of course, you think 25-year-olds coming off 106- and 97-point 
seasons have suddenly lost the ability to twist defenders into pretzels 
and fill the net. 

Sign up for Chris Johnston’s free ‘Inside the NHL’ newsletter here 

The probability of that isn’t particularly high even if Toronto’s top line 
hasn’t consistently looked as dominant at 5-on-5 as it was a year ago. 
The underlying numbers remain kind to Matthews and Marner — they 
own 61 per cent of the expected goals and a .967 PDO (shooting 
percentage plus save percentage at 5-on-5) that suggests positive 
regression is in order, according to naturalstattrick.com — and they 
unquestionably have enough talent to lead this team on the kind of tear 
needed to quiet all speculation about Sheldon Keefe’s job security. 

They may also be subtly working their way toward a groove. 

The victory over Philadelphia was sealed with a John Tavares hat trick 
and another strong performance by goaltender Ilya Samsonov, but it also 
included two-point nights from the drink stirrers. 

Matthews now has goals in three of his last four games and fired 13 shot 
attempts at Flyers backup Felix Sandstrom on Wednesday. His shooting 
percentage is slowly inching back toward an expected range. 

Marner, meanwhile, owns a four-game point streak and should be able to 
find in those results some of the confidence needed to regain his game-
changing offensive wizardry. 

What they and linemate Michael Bunting are ultimately seeking is a big 
breakthrough at even strength, and it’s telling that Keefe has chosen to 
extend them a real opportunity to find it on their own. 

The coach is notoriously fidgety with his lines and pairings, especially 
during rough patches. A year ago he separated Matthews and Marner for 
a 10-game stretch where the Leafs turned things around following a 
rough start but that’s about the only button he resisted pushing when the 
team stumbled again this October. 

“I feel like last season those guys developed an even greater chemistry 
than they’ve ever had,” Keefe explained. “I’m not at the point yet where I 
feel like the answer for us to get going is to separate the guys that had 
some of the best chemistry in the league last season and carried us to 
great heights in the regular season.” 

You may recall that Matthews won the Hart Trophy, Ted Lindsay Award 
and Rocket Richard Trophy, while Marner claimed the league’s first-team 
all-star nod at right wing. 

They also combined for the third-highest point total among teammates, 
trailing only McDavid/Draisaitl in Edmonton and the since-departed 
Flames tandem of Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk. 

Of course, they are not counted on to carry the offensive load by 
themselves. 

Tavares currently leads the Leafs with 14 points and delivered a 
statement performance in this latest outing. He completely undressed 
defenceman Travis Sanheim to score his second goal in Wednesday’s 
game, restoring a badly-needed cushion for a reeling team that was only 
a couple days removed from a blown two-goal lead in Anaheim. 

“That’s a big moment in the game,” Keefe said. “They’ve just made it 3-2 
and everything that’s been happening with our team here and trying to 
get a win and manage tight games.” 

There was another encouraging sign in the dying minutes, when 
Matthews got a good look off the rush and pulled the puck back through 
his feet before firing a shot in one smooth motion. 

That didn’t produce a highlight-reel goal, but it was the kind of play you’d 
only expect him to try in a moment of flow. He was obviously feeling it. 

Incidentally, it also angered Philadelphia’s Travis Konecny, who briefly 
engaged with Matthews before being tackled to the ground by 39-year-
old Mark Giordano. Bunting was pretty active in the lengthy scrum that 
followed as well. 

“I think that’s kind of what we’re all about here,” said Matthews. 

“Those are the kind of things that just help build your team a little bit 
closer,” added Keefe. 

With a rocky couple weeks behind them and a tough weekend back-to-
back against Boston and Carolina ahead, the timing couldn’t have been 
any better. 

The Leafs best chance to restore some calm is by buying their dynamic 
duo enough time to find another gear. 
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Veteran leaders John Tavares, Mark Giordano step up when the Leafs 
need them 

 

By Kevin McGran Staff Reporter 

Thu., Nov. 3, 2022 
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If somehow, when the season is over, the Maple Leafs look back to this 
week as the turning point, then the work of John Tavares and Mark 
Giordano should not be forgotten. 

Both have been captains of two NHL teams so it should be no surprise if 
their efforts lead the Leafs out of the quagmire in which they find 
themselves. 

Tavares, who captained the Islanders before captaining the Leafs, had a 
hat trick — his first in two-and-a-half years — in a 5-2 win over the Flyers 
on Wednesday. Giordano, who captained the Flames and the Kraken, 
hunted down Travis Konecny, who was trying to goad Auston Matthews 
into a pointless, game-out-of-hand fight in the third period. 

“It’s pretty straightforward,” Giordano said. “He’s our best player and we 
can’t have him involved really in any fights or anything like that. It’s just 
the mentality of our group. When our top guys are in those situations, 
we’ve got to get in there.” 

Matthews said he wasn’t sure why Konecny was going after him, but was 
happy for Giordano’s intervention. 

“That’s what we’re all about here,” Matthews said. “We’ve always got 
each other’s backs, and no matter what the situation is we take care of 
each other out there. It feels good to have that support.” 

After Tavares’s hat trick, Giordano’s heroics stood out as a moment of 
togetherness, 

“Unreal,” Tavares said. “You can just see a guy that’s been through the 
career that he’s had, the role he plays for us now, his leadership on and 
off the ice. He goes out there and competes. Standing up for teammates 
just speaks volumes about our locker room and the type of player and 
person we have in Giordano.” 

The Leafs had few moments like that as they struggled through their first 
10 games. 

“That’s another really positive thing to come out of (the game),” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. “Those are the kind of things that just help bring 
your team a little bit closer.” 

Leafs defenceman Mark Giordano wrestles Travis Konecny to the ice 
after the Flyers winger got involved with Toronto star Auston Matthews 
late in Wednesday’s game. 

It might have meant less if not for the win, which was guaranteed by 
Tavares’s scoring. He now leads the Leafs in both goals (seven) and 
points (14). 

“Johnny’s a guy who does all the little things right,” Giordano said. “You 
can really look up to him. Our young guys do and I do as well, even 
though I’m older than him. 

“You pay attention to how he really approaches everything around the 
game. It was nice to see him start well this season. And he had a great 
night. That’s huge momentum for us going forward.” 

If there is a knock on Tavares as captain, it’s that he has probably 
deferred too much to Matthews. That’s partly due to Keefe’s use of his 
lines. In need of a goal, it’s the Matthews line that gets sent over the 
boards. 

Tavares, who had never been a second-line centre until he came to 
Toronto, understands his second-fiddle status and is trying to adjust his 
game accordingly. 

But Matthews has struggled in the early going — though he has three 
goals in his last four games — so Tavares has stepped up. 

Tavares remains one of the best players in the NHL in the space 
between the faceoff dots and the crease, as evidenced by what he did on 
his second goal. The Flyers had just scored, with Tavares in the penalty 
box, to get within one goal of the Leafs. He came out determined, deked 

defenceman Travis Sanheim, went hard to the net, corralled his own 
rebound and put the Leafs up 4-2. 

“Always playing against Johnny, I always said he’s one of the hardest 
guys to play against from the corners, from the hash marks down to your 
net,” Giordano said. “One on one, he’s really dynamic, he’s really strong 
on the puck. That’s a highlight-reel goal. It’s a beauty. And he makes 
those plays a lot.” 

The Leafs took Thursday off. They’ll practise Friday to prepare to host 
Boston on Saturday and head to Carolina on Sunday. Each game will 
offer a better test than a tired Philadelphia team playing a backup goalie. 

One win doesn’t prove anything. There remain plenty of flaws to the 
Leafs game, namely taking too many penalties and some inexplicable 
bad passing. 

The defence pairings should look a bit more normal with right-hander 
Timothy Liljegren expected to return from a hernia injury. 

“Take the good, take the bad and move on,” Matthews said. “We want to 
continue to elevate our pace, elevate our competitiveness. We’re going 
to need to continue to take steps moving forward, especially this 
weekend playing another good team.” 
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Maple Leafs fan tweets at GM's grandmother that Dubas should be fired 

 

Staff Report 

Postmedia News 

6-7 minutes 03/11/2022 

 

Maple Leafs GM Kyle Dubas attends the 2022 NHL draft at the Bell 
Centre on July 08, 2022 in Montreal, Quebec. 

Being general manager of the Toronto Maple Leafs can be a tough job. 
The pressure to win is intense in a massive market that hasn’t seen a 
Stanley Cup champion since 1967. 

Criticism comes with the territory for Kyle Dubas, but family should be off 
limits. 

That didn’t stop one Twitter user from trying to take out his frustrations on 
Dubas’s grandmother, of all people, in a sorry display of “fandom.” 

“Good evening, Marietta. I thought I would start this video response to a 
recent tweet of yours, at 10:13 on Halloween night, 2022, North 
American Eastern time,” David I.W. tweeted toward Marietta Dubas. 

That was it for the politeness though. 

“In response to your tweet about wanting The Leafs to win: I absolutely 
agree. I want The Leafs to win. The problem is your grandson Kyle has 
been incompetent as a general manager,” David I.W. tweeted. 

“The biggest mistake, the biggest, I’d say blunder he made is agreeing to 
a per season cap hit of over 10 million U.S. dollars allocated to each of 
John Tavares, Austin Matthews and Mitch Marner.” 

The user then gets into what else was done wrong, how he would make 
things better and how it’s not on the players, in his opinion, it’s on “your 
grandson.” 

Kyle Dubas joined the Leafs in 2014 and became general manager in 
2018. He’s been on the hot seat since yet another first-round exit by his 
team. 
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The user then calls for the firing of Dubas and longtime Maple Leafs 
president Brendan Shanahan. 

Maple Leafs' Auston Matthews smiles towards Philadelphia Flyers' Travis 
Konecny  as Michael Bunting moves in quickly during third period NHL 
hockey action in Toronto on Wednesday, November 2, 2022.  

Greater set of tests await Maple Leafs 

Philadelphia Flyers winger Kieffer Bellows (left) sends Toronto Maple 
Leafs defenceman TJ Brodie into the boards on Wednesday night at 
Scotiabank Arena. 

Flyers head coach John Tortorella in Sheldon Keefe's corner 

Reaction on social media was mostly negative, with people wondering 
why he involved the senior citizen. 

But the user didn’t care. In fact, he doubled down, tweeting: 

“What’s wrong with mentioning the incompetence of the latest GM or 
President of the Maple Leafs? It’s not like the #maplelaughs have won a 
playoff series during what has turned out to be a #wastedrebuild. 
#FireDubas #FireShanahan.” 
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Beating Philly was great, but three far greater tests now await Maple 
Leafs 

 

Terry Koshan 

9-11 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

The Maple Leafs got the easy part out of the way on Wednesday. 

With all due respect to the Philadelphia Flyers, a club playing with 
increased determination under new coach John Tortorella, we don’t 
imagine the Leafs spent an off-day on Thursday walking around Toronto 
bragging that they had beaten the Flyers. 

In ending a four-game losing streak, the Leafs did what they were 
supposed to do — trounce a lesser team, no matter what the standings 
have said about the Flyers in the early stages of the 2022-23 regular 
season.  

The fact remains that the Leafs have underachieved through their first 11 
games, compiling a record of 5-4-2. For the first time in franchise history, 
the Leafs have erased a one-goal deficit in each of their first five wins in 
a season. That’s commendable, but the Leafs can’t expect to continue to 
get behind in games and win, especially when the level of competition is 
about to spike. 

Losses against Arizona, San Jose and Anaheim, three of the worst 
teams in the National Hockey League, also have been part of the 
equation. 

Through the first few weeks, no one can say with certainty which version 
of the Leafs will take the ice on any night, an inconsistency that is on all 
of them, including coach Sheldon Keefe.  

Now, the schedule will present much greater challenges, starting on 
Saturday when the Boston Bruins visit. The Leafs’ Atlantic Division rival 
own a .909 points percentage, the best in the NHL, after beating the 
Rangers 5-2 in New York on Thursday night.  

The Leafs will have a quick turnaround, hitting the road on Sunday to 
play the Carolina Hurricanes, who have won seven of their first 10. And 

then the Vegas Golden Knights, 10-2 in their first 12, make their lone visit 
to Toronto on Tuesday.  

The Leafs were improved in their execution and breakouts against 
Philadelphia, not that Toronto spent much time in its own end during five-
on-five play against a team that played the night before. The Leafs are 
going to have to be that much sharper in each of their next three games, 
and the results will give us a better idea of who they are, certainly more 
than what the victory against the Flyers might have indicated.  

“We’ll take the good, take the bad and move on,” Auston Matthews said 
late Wednesday night. “We definitely want to continue to elevate our 
pace, elevate our competitiveness. We’re going to continue to need to 
take steps moving forward.” 

The Leafs will return to practise on Friday. 

“Instead of looking at how many games, how many opponents we have, 
let’s just focus on Friday and improving what was good (against the 
Flyers),” captain John Tavares said. 

We apologize, but this video has failed to load. 

IN-DEPTH DISCUSSION 

Keefe is optimistic that the Leafs will start getting solidity in their bottom 
six forwards. 

Zach Aston-Reese appears to be getting traction, while Keefe was 
satisfied with Pontus Holmberg after the latter’s NHL debut on 
Wednesday.  

“I’m happy to get him in here and get him involved,” Keefe said of 
Holmberg. “From what he has shown me, I think he has a future in the 
league. 

“We’ll see as each day goes how it fits, but we think we’ve got a good 
player there who is going to play a role for us this year.” 

Aston-Reese’s goal against the Flyers represented his first point with the 
Leafs. Twice, recently, he was a healthy scratch.  

“We’ve taken him out of the lineup here and there, really not for anything 
that he has or hasn’t done, but just trying to get other people involved,” 
Keefe said. “What I’ve talked about with all these guys that are coming in 
and out is they haven’t necessarily done anything wrong. It’s just you 
haven’t made a statement that ‘I should be in this lineup.’ 

“(Aston-Reese) is taking steps toward that. He knows who he is. He 
knows what his job is.” 

Said Aston-Reese, who earned a contract after coming to camp on a 
PTO: “Away from the rink, finally got an apartment, settling down a little 
bit, getting into a routine. It took a little bit, but I’m finally getting 
(comfortable).” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Keefe is bound to have some new defence pairs on Friday with the 
impending return of Timothy Liljegren, who is slated to make his season 
debut against Boston after recovering from hernia surgery … Goalie Ilya 
Samsonov had a simple plan for the off-day: “Stay in bed.” … Before the 
season started, oddsmakers at BetOnline.ag had Keefe the favourite to 
be the first coach fired at 13/2. In the latest odds released on Thursday 
by the gambling site, Bruce Boudreau of the Vancouver Canucks is the 
favourite at 5/1, while Keefe has dropped to 18/1 … Keefe figured that 
Mark Giordano’s defence of Matthews, coming when the 39-year-old 
blue-liner tackled Flyers forward Travis Konecny late in the game on 
Wednesday, is the kind of thing to help bring the Leafs closer. After 
Morgan Rielly did something similar in a Leafs victory in Winnipeg 
against the Jets on Oct. 22, jumping Josh Morrissey following the latter’s 
hit on Nick Robertson, the Leafs lost their next four games … Tavares 
has 398 career goals, putting him in line to be the first player from the 
2009 draft to score 400. Next after Tavares from the ’09 draft is 
Nashville’s Matt Duchene, who had 296 goals before Thursday. 
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Panthers blow 2-0 lead in third in San Jose before Verhaeghe ties it with 
1:22 left and Reinhart wins it in shootout 

 

Max Miller 

 

Sam Reinhart scored in the fourth round of the shootout to give the 
Florida Panthers a 4-3 win over the San Jose Sharks on Thursday night. 

Carter Verhaeghe had a goal and an assist, and Aleksander Barkov and 
Radko Gudas also scored for Florida. Matthew Tkachuk had three 
assists and Anton Lundell had two. Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 36 shots, 
including a spectacular glove save in overtime, and also didn’t allow a 
goal in four shootout attempts by San Jose. 

The Panthers (6-4-1) improved to 5-0-1 when leading after two periods 
and snapped a four-game road losing streak. 

“It was one of those nights when it’s the goalie competition you know, 
especially the overtime and shootout,” Bobrovsky said. “I have fun in 
those games.” 

Erik Karlsson had a goal and two assists, and Matt Benning and Timo 
Meier also scored for the Sharks, who have lost three straight. James 
Reimer finished with 41 saves. 

Trailing 2-0 after two periods, San Jose got on the scoreboard when 
Meier converted on a 5-on-3 power play at 1:04 of the third with his third 
goal in two games. 

Karlsson tied it with his seventh goal and 12th point in a four-game 
scoring streak at 6:34 of the third period. 

“When I’m 50 years old I’ll look back on it and I’ll be happy about it,” 
Karlsson said. 

Benning put the Sharks ahead with 8:12 left with his first goal since 
joining San Jose, but Verhaeghe tied it 3-3 with 1:22 left and Bobrovsky 
pulled for an extra skater to send it to overtime. 

“I think we slowed our game down, especially the puck carrier,” Reinhart 
said. “A little bit too much standing around watching and they swarmed 
us.” 

The Panthers lost assistant captain Patric Hornqvist at 9:14 of the first 
period after he was hit up high by Sharks forward Luke Kunin, who was 
ejected for the illegal check to the head major. 

“Disappointing, because I really liked the way we crawled back into it,” 
Sharks coach David Quinn said. “Any time you get a five-minute major, 
that really skews the period.” 

Barkov gave the Panthers a 1-0 lead on the ensuing power play getting 
his second of the season with 6:17 left in the period. 

“He’s up and mobile and everything’s fine, but I won’t know until 
sometime tonight,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said about Hornqvist. 

Gudas extended the Panthers’ lead with 4:10 left in the second with a 
one-timer from the point through traffic for his first. 

UP NEXT 

Panthers: At Los Angeles on Saturday night. 
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GameDay No. 11: Lines, Betting Odds for Panthers at Sharks 

 

George Richards 

 

After Tuesday night’s game in Arizona, it should have been little doubt 
what the Florida Panthers focused on in practice the following day in San 
Jose. 

“Practice was just penalty killing today,” coach Paul Maurice said. 

The Panthers’ lack of success on the power play has garnered plenty of 
attention — as it should. 

Florida struggled on the man advantage so badly in the playoffs that 
then-coach Andrew Brunette said it would haunt him throughout the 
summer. 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

Well, things have not gotten much better as the Panthers came into 
Wednesday ranked 30th in the 32-team league on the power play, 
scoring four goals for a paltry 9.1 percent success rate. 

To compound things, the Panthers’ penalty kill is ranked 27th in the 
league with a 71.8 percent success rate. 

Tuesday night, Florida went 0-for-3 on the power play and allowed 
Arizona to score two off its four chances. 

Both special team units need to improve as the season goes along and 
Maurice is pretty confident they will. 

“The concern,” he said, “is with the penalty kill because it is the special 
team I think is more impactful during a game. Our 5-on-5 game, and 
analytics will show, have been really good. We have introduced a whole 
new idea and whole bunch of new people. 

”The true inflection point is Aaron Ekblad got hurt and both special team 
units have suffered. That’s just a fact. We have good players and we can 
adjust.” 

— Sergei Bobrovsky will be back in net for the Panthers, but there will be 
a couple of small tweaks to the lineup. 

Get FHN+ today! 

Nick Cousins returns after being a healthy scratch the past few games 
with Maurice saying Colin White is day-to-day. 

Matt Kiersted returns after being scratched Tuesday with Lucas Carlsson 
back out. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT SAN JOSE SHARKS 

When: Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

Where: SAP Center, San Jose 

Streaming ONLY: ESPN+, Hulu 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-FM 
(Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

DraftKings odds — Florida favored: Money Line (-215); Puck line (-1.5, 
+105); Over/Under 6.5 (-115/-105) 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 19-13-1, 7 ties 
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PROJECTED FLORIDA PANTHERS LINEUP 

23 Carter Verhaeghe // 16 Sasha Barkov // 19 Matthew Tkachuk 

38 Rudolfs Balcers // 9 Sam Bennett // 13 Sam Reinhart 

27 Eetu Luostarinen // 15 Anton Lundell // 70 Patric Hornqvist 

94 Ryan Lomberg // 12 Eric Staal // 21 Nick Cousins 

42 Gus Forsling // 62 Brandon Montour 

28 Josh Mahura // 7 Radko Gudas 

3 Matt Kiersted // 18 Marc Staal 

72 Sergei Bobrovsky 

30 Spencer Knight 

Scratch: Lucas Carlsson 

Injured: Anthony Duclair (LTIR-Achilles), Aaron Ekblad (LTIR-groin), 
Colin White (d2d) 

PROJECTED SAN JOSE SHARKS LINEUP 

28 Timo Meier // 48 Tomas Hertl // 10 Evgeny Svechnikov 

83 Matthew Nieto // 39 Logan Couture // 94 Alexander Barabanov 

13 Nick Bonino // 7 Nico Sturm // 11 Luke Kunin 

23 Oskar Lindblom // 16 Steven Lorentz // 62 Kevin LeBanc 

24 Jaycob Megna // 65 Erik Karlsson 

44 Marc-Edouard Vlasic // 5 Matt Benning 

38 Mario Ferraro // 51 Radim Simek 

47 James Reimer 

36 Kaapo Kahkonen 
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FHN Today: Rudolfs Balcers Returns to San Jose with Florida Panthers 

 

George Richards 

 

When asked whether Rudolphs Balcers came to the Florida Panthers 
with a bit of a chip on his shoulder, coach Paul Maurice grinned a little 
bit. 

After all, the San Jose Sharks did buy out the remainder of Balcers’ 
contract over the summer allowing him to sign with Florida as a free 
agent. 

As Maurice pointed out, that does not make Balcers different from any 
number of his new teammates. 

“The Florida Panthers, with the exception of Barkov and Ekblad, are 
almost built on castoffs who have come in and found their game,” 
Maurice said after Florida’s practice at the SAP Center in San Jose. 

”From Bennett, Reinhart, Verhaeghe, Montour, Forsling — they came 
from a place where their career wasn’t where they hoped it would be and 
they found chemistry and connection. Basically our team is built on that.” 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

Tonight, Balcers returns to face the Sharks for the first time since they 
cut him loose in July by buying out the final year of his contract. 

He comes into the game with two goals and three points in 10 games 
with the Panthers. 

Room for improvement, certainly, but the Panthers have liked the way he 
has played mostly on the second line with Sam Bennett and now Sam 
Reinhart. 

“It’s nice coming back,” Balcers said. “I was a good couple of years, it 
was fun being in San Jose playing for the Sharks. I’m on the other side 
now. I have to be ready tomorrow. I started off here and then came back. 

“This is the place I have played most NHL games, grew as an NHL 
player. The staff is great here. I really enjoyed my time here.” 

If you want to check up on all things Sharks, head on over to San Jose 
Hockey Now. 

FLORIDA HOCKEY NOW 

Aaron Ekblad is now practicing with the Panthers as he works his way 
back from a groin injury sustained Oct. 17 in Boston. 

Ekblad cannot return to the Florida lineup until Nov. 12 at the earliest but 
his work with the team is definitely a good sign. 

— Gus Forsling has gone from the waiver wire to stepping into the top 
defensive role with the Panthers after Ekblad got hurt. Quite a ride. 

— Florida’s struggles on special teams was on full display Tuesday night 
in a 3-1 loss to the Arizona Coyotes. 

— Hear from Maurice, Balcers and Marc Staal following Wednesday’s 
practice in San Jose on the FHN YouTube Channel which can be 
accessed RIGHT HERE or click on the video below. 

If you subscribe to the channel — which is free — you will be alerted 
whenever a new video pops up. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

The NHN family has grown a bit with the introduction of LA Hockey Now 
on Wednesday. 

Ok, breaking into the Los Angeles market is pretty big. 

— Speaking of the Los Angeles Kings, they changed up their lines a bit 
and it’s working. 

— The Boston Bruins have called up Keith Kincaid what with goalie 
Jeremy Swayman hurt. 

— Wearing a Pittsburgh Penguins Reverse Retro Jags himself rocked 
back in the day, Jason Zucker imitates Jaromir Jagr with his goal 
celebration. 

— The Detroit Red Wings are celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 
1997 Cup championship this weekend. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT SAN JOSE SHARKS 

When: Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

Where: SAP Center, San Jose 

Streaming ONLY: ESPN+, Hulu 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-FM 
(Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 19-13-1, 7 ties 
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Gus Forsling Enjoying Being the Florida Panthers No. 1 D-Man 

 

Colby Guy 

 

SUNRISE — Gus Forsling has come a long way since getting claimed off 
waivers by the Florida Panthers. 

Since Forsling was waived by the Carolina Hurricanes in January 2021,  
he posted 17 goals and 60 points in 124 games. 

With a unique skating ability which allows him to jump up on the offensive 
play while also being able to defend a breakout quickly, Forsling has 
developed into one of the most reliable players on Florida’s blue line. 

After spending the first two seasons of his Panthers career on the second 
pairing, Forsling was set to take on a top pairing role next to Aaron 
Ekblad after MacKenzie Weegar was dealt as part of the trade that 
brought Matthew Tkachuk to Sunrise. 

“We look at the style of game that we were trying to implement here from 
a defensive point of view and when you watch him play, you could say 
that guy will be fantastic at it,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said. 

“Guys who can move, gap and skate as well as [Forsling and Ekblad] can 
should flourish. And he has.” 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

It was a pairing that Ekblad himself was looking forward to being on since 
Day 1 of training camp. 

“I think he is a fantastic player,” Ekblad said on media day. 

Get FHN+ today! 

“His foot speed is top tier in the league. I think our games will 
complement each other well with his foot speed and the things I bring to 
the table. Offensively, he is great with breaking pucks out and keeping 
possession.” 

That duo would only stay together for just over two games, and not by 
Maurice’s choice. 

Ekblad went down with a groin strain in the second period of the 
Panthers’ 5-3 loss to the Boston Bruins on Oct. 17, leaving Forsling as 
the Panthers’ No. 1 option on defense. 

While Ekblad is expected to return on Nov. 12, Panthers general 
manager Bill Zito has no issue with Forsling logging those heavy 
minutes. 

“It seems like every year, his role keeps on growing and he keeps on 
taking on more and excelling.” Panthers general manager Bill Zito said. 

“Now, he is going to get even more ice time and more responsibility. He 
is kind of an understated guy, but when it is time to play, he shows up.” 

It’s a role he was very ready to step into. 

“It gives you a lot of confidence,” Forsling said. “You want to be that guy 
the coach can trust and always put in whenever we need it.” 

Stepping up in the face of injury is not something foreign for Forsling 

When Ekblad missed the end of the 2020-21 season with a lower-body 
injury, he led all Panthers defensemen in shorthanded time-on-ice 
(57:29), shared top pairing minutes with MacKenzie Weegar and put up 
three goals and 12 points in 21 games while playing 21 minutes a night. 

Forsling was asked to step up again when Ekblad fell to the same fate in 
March 2022 and he proved himself yet again. 

He led all NHL defensemen in goals in that span, tallying eight, and 
ranked 16th in points while once again logging the second-most minutes 
per game behind just MacKenzie Weegar. 

“It’s nothing new,” Forsling said. 

While Ekblad has been out this season, the 26-year-old defenseman has 
been playing alongside Brandon Montour on the Panthers’ top pairing. 

The pair has been logging heavy minutes, with Forsling’s 23:10 of time-
on-ice per game trailing only Montour’s 26:35 for the team lead. 

“He skates so well, he is very good defensively and offensively, he has 
the skill too,” Brandon Montour said. 

“He has the whole package. He has strengths and uses them to the best 
of his abilities and he is one of the best skaters in the league, so any time 
you get a chance to play with a guy like that, you appreciate that and you 
want to do as good.” 

The pair has relished the opportunity of playing against the opponents’ 
top players. 

Both Montour and Forsling possess the skating ability and stamina to 
withstand the heavy minutes and play a solid two-way game. 

“I love it, it is so fun,” Forsling said. “You come to the rink and you are 
gonna play against the best players in the world every night.” 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT SAN JOSE SHARKS 

When: Thursday, 10:30 p.m. 

Where: SAP Center, San Jose 

Streaming ONLY: ESPN+, Hulu 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-FM 
(Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 19-13-1, 7 ties 
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