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While Martin Necas shines bright, again, Sebastian Aho sends hats flying in Canes win 

By Luke DeCock 

Martin Necas scored again, yet again, an event which has 
gone from man-bites-dog to dog-bites-man in a frighteningly 
short amount of time as he’s emerged as the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ leading scorer to open the season.  

Still, even if there may be a new sheriff in town, the old 
sheriff isn’t quite ready to give up the badge. 

As good as Necas has been, Sebastian Aho is right there 
with him, statistically and analytically. On the heels of his 
dipsy-doodle shootout winner Thursday night in Tampa that 
left Andrei Vasilevskiy flummoxed, the Hurricanes and Aho 
picked up where they left off against the Buffalo Sabres on 
Friday. 

And with a short turnaround that left the Hurricanes on their 
heels to start against the rested and waiting Sabres, Aho 
took over and flipped the game around, turning an early 
deficit into an 5-3 win with the fifth hat trick of his NHL career 
— sealing the deal with an empty-netter after nearly doing it 
in the first period with a short-handed breakaway that Sabres 
goalie Craig Anderson was able to nip wide with the edge of 
his blocker. 

Aho scored at even strength. Aho scored on the power play. 
Aho set up Necas for his seventh of the season. And Aho 
finished it off. 

“Obviously you want to start every game with the lead,” Aho 
said. “That’s not the way it works. Sometimes, you know, 
that’s what you need — bail some guys out. But Necas and 
(Andrei Svechnikov) and (Jesperi Kotkaniemi) have been 
bailing out our line this season more than us to them, so it 
was nice to return the favor there. And obviously they got 
going later on.” 

These are the circumstances when your best players have to 
be your best players, and Aho was all of that Friday night — 
no more so than on the play that created Necas’ goal. Aho 
did a 360 spin in tight quarters at the post, then fizzed a pass 
through a tangle of legs in the crease that left Necas an open 
net from the left circle. 

Necas, this season, has not been inclined to miss in such 
moments. 

It was a difficult start for the Hurricanes on Friday, with the 
Sabres flying early and in the lead only 28 seconds in when 
a Jaccob Slavin clearing attempt hit Brent Burns. Dylan 
Cozens went the other way behind the net and fed Jacob 
Bryson for his first goal of the season. 

Aho had the answer with a tight angle shot, set up when the 
Buffalo defense collapsed on Teuvo Teravainen in the slot. 
When Victor Olofsson made it 2-1 with a shot that hit the 
bottom of Antti Raanta’s glove and trickled between his legs 

— Aho, in front of Raanta, tried to jump out of the way — 
Aho had the answer again, with a power-play one-timer from 
the slot. 

“We had to kind of get drug into the fight,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “At least we were able to, not have a 
good period, but because we had a couple high-end plays, 
we were able to toss that period out and it didn’t kill us. 
‘Seabass’ was great tonight.” 

His pass to Necas put the Hurricanes in the lead early in the 
second, and they held on from there. Raanta gave up two 
goals on the first five shots he faced, then stopped the next 
18, with Rasmus Dahlin only scoring a consolation goal in 
the final tenth of a second. Necas even picked up another 
point on the fourth goal, Kotkaniemi’s first of the season. 

In the history of the franchise, only one player has had more 
points in the first 11 games of a season than Necas’ 17: That 
was Eric Staal. In 2006. 

“We kind of all knew that I can do that,” Necas said. “It’s a 
great start. It’s just 11 games. But I always felt I could be that 
kind of player. Just get better at some little things and be 
more consistent to play like that. So far it’s been working.” 

Aho and Necas. Necas and Aho. There’s a duality to their 
starts, both pushing their games to new levels to begin the 
season, even if they’re coming from different directions. 
Aho’s clearly a great player, and has been for some time, but 
he’s been indisputably among the NHL’s elite over the first 
month. And there’s also no question the light has come on 
for Necas after an incredibly frustrating season that left his 
future with the Hurricanes in some doubt. 

It’s probably unfair to expect Necas to sustain this pace, but 
of all the ways he could have gone in this very young 
season, this is the best-case scenario. His confidence is 
clearly there, his work over the offseason, mentally and 
physically, bearing fruit. 

As for Aho, it’s more reasonable to think this is more of a 
trend than a fluke. At 25, if there was another step to his 
career, this is when he logically would take it. 

“What I see is just consistency with his play,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s every night, pretty much the same. Elite players, 
that’s how they go. Every night, if they’re not your top guy, 
you notice them and they’re impactful. We play him a lot, 
power play, penalty kill, so he has tons of opportunity to be 
impactful, but you still got to do it. And he has.” 

It’s a long season, and a lot of hockey left to be played, and 
only time will tell where they end up. Aho and Necas. Necas 
and Aho. At least on this night, they were right where the 
Hurricanes needed them to be.
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NHL Power Rankings: Shuffling all over, plus one guy we like on every team 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

A large chunk of what we do here at Power Rankings HQ 
revolves around The Numbers — probably a little less than 
you’d guess, but, still, a considerable amount. 

Our lil’ weekly ordered list of hockey teams, though, 
accounts for other stuff as well. It must. This sport — this life 
— goes beyond expected goal percentages. These teams 
are greater than their numbers, and so are you. Remember 
we said that. Stitch it on a pillow. 

And so, we’ve landed on the theme for this week: Guys we 
like. A lot of them are good — but, as you’ll figure out toward 
the bottom, it wasn’t a prerequisite. If you can’t be good, be 
cool. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 10-1-0 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

One guy we like: Linus Ullmark 

Sean: Last season, Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman split the 
net dead even, with 41 starts apiece, and posted nearly 
identical save percentages. Ullmark beat Swayman pretty 
decisively in Goals Saved Above Expected; Swayman had 
prospect sheen that Ullmark did not. 

So far, 2022-23 has been all Ullmark. He’s 7-0-0 with a .932 
save percentage and was top 10 leaguewide in GSAx ahead 
of his 18-for–20 night against the Rangers on Thursday. The 
day before that, in Pittsburgh, he came back into a game 
he’d been pulled from and wound up getting the win in 
overtime. What’s not to like about that? He’s been a big part 
of Boston’s hot start, and they’ll need that to continue — 
Swayman is hurt, and he’ll be hurt for a while. 

Dom: If nothing else, the vibes between Boston’s goaltending 
platoon are simply unmatched. The duo’s post-game goalie 
hug is one of the current best traditions in the league – and is 
still going even with Swayman on the shelf. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 10-2-0 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 2 

One guy we like: Logan Thompson 

Sean: Any and all undrafted goalies have a leg up on this 
sort of thing. Throw in how much of Vegas’ season hinges on 
Thompson’s first extended look as a starter, and the fact that 
he’s been outstanding so far, and you’ve got a no-brainer. 
Lots of people around that team believed in him preseason. 
It’s early, but it seems like they were on to something. He’s 

at .934 on the season after a 36-save Thursday against 
Ottawa. 

Dom: Thompson fits Vegas’s early m.o. perfectly: A misfit 
who seized a bigger opportunity, shining in a bigger role than 
expected. So… give it a couple years before he’s traded for 
a shinier toy. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 7-2-1 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 3 

One guy we like: Andrei Svechnikov 

Dom: A quick rule of thumb here is that if you have scored a 
Michigan in the NHL, you automatically qualify under “guys 
we like” and Andrei Svechnikov started the wave. 

What’s helping this season is that he’s finally breaking out 
into the elite talent everyone figured he could one day be. 
Year after year, he was a trendy breakout pick and this year 
we’re seeing that in motion. Eight goals and 11 points in his 
first 10 games is pretty great. 

Sean: Rod Brind’Amour gave us a couple good bits on 
Svechnikov a few weeks back: “He’s got the dawg in him. He 
wants to get better. I can’t get this guy out of the rink. We go 
for an hour in practice, which is long for NHL standards, and 
he’s staying out there. Then he comes off the ice and he’s in 
our shooting room, and he’s just firing and firing. I’m just like, 
‘dude …’ This is just who he is.” 

So he does fun stuff and works so hard that Rod 
Brind’Amour tells him to chill. That’ll work. 

4. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 6-4-1 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

One guy we like: Matthew Tkachuk 

Dom: There were doubts about how Matthew Tkachuks’ 
game would translate in a new locale away from Calgary’s 
super-powered top line. After 11 games, it’s plain to see that 
Tkachuk is the absolute real deal as one of the game’s rarest 
players. 

Sean did a spit-take yesterday when he saw how the ol’ 
model is rating him these days (5.7 projected wins), but he’s 
right where he left off to start the season. Through 11 games 
he’s got five goals, 10 assists and absolutely stupid numbers 
at five-on-five. And he’s been unlucky too with an individual 
expected goal rate above eight. He’s one of the best players 
in hockey. 
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But beyond being a model favorite, it’s his uniqueness and 
general vibe that make him an official Guy We Like. He’s a 
fun player to watch and is dominant on and off the puck. 
Florida got a good one. 

Sean: I can’t personally sign off on this, as a Flames Stanley 
Cup Predictor, but … it’s true. 

5. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 4-4-1 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 7 

One guy we like: Cale Makar 

Sean: I like the way he skates. He skates good. 

I feel like we could drop in one of these each week. 

Dom: There are so many ridiculously fun players in the 
league these days, but Cale is right near the top. He might 
be number two behind Connor McDavid and if you said he’s 
number one I wouldn’t even be mad. That boy nice. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 7-3-1 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 4 

One guy we like: Jake Oettinger 

Dom: Sometimes we can all get a little caught up in small-
sample madness, especially come playoff time. Jake 
Oettinger had potential to fall into that trap after a scene-
stealing first round last year – but it was also extremely 
difficult to see him not turn into a star with that performance. 
Sometimes, seven games is enough. 

Early in this season, he’s looking the part and while Dallas 
has looked strong enough to not need elite netminding, it 
sure helps having Oettinger back there. He’s got a swagger 
in net that makes him feel absolutely unbeatable when he’s 
on. 

Sean: Just get this squad to the playoffs, please. 

7. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 7-4-0 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 8 

One guy we like: Leon Draisaitl 

Sean: I get stronger Jaromir Jagr vibes from Draisaitl with 
each season. It’s not a perfect comparison, but it’s also 
impossible to watch the Oilers’ power play and not wonder 
whether Drasaitl has the most complete 5-on-4 toolkit we’ve 
seen since prime-era No. 68. He’s the most dangerous 
passer and shooter on the ice. Doesn’t happen often. He’s 
so good, in fact, that I don’t even care that he seems to have 
bailed on playing defense for the time being (goals 
percentage: 48.0, expected goals percentage: 47.6) 

Also, at the risk of having my PHWA card revoked, I think 
he’s funny. 

Dom: From a critical standpoint, “but his defense” still 
unfortunately stands. But when he’s scoring a million points-
per-game I’m inclined to just say “I don’t care anymore, I love 
this man.” He showed that in the playoffs and he’s continued 
to do so this season. There’s a threshold of scoring where 
“but his defense” starts losing merit. Around two points-per 
game — which Draisaitl was at during the playoffs and is 
doing so again this season — is probably the benchmark. 

8. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 8-3-0 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 6 

One guy we like: Nico Hischier 

Dom: Around Power Rankings HQ, we’ve become Big Devils 
Guys over the last couple weeks. Clearly. New Jersey is 
playing an extremely fun brand of hockey that gets results 
while also being exciting. Who’d have thought that was 
allowed in this league? 

That meant a lot of worthy choices because this team has a 
lot of guys we like, but Nico Hischier is one that needs his 
due right now. Jack Hughes is the team’s superstar, Jesper 
Bratt is red hot, Dougie Hamilton is back, John Marino was a 
steal — but it’s Hischier who feels like the glue. 

Hischier is taking the team’s toughest minutes while 
simultaneously producing and playing Selke-level defense. 
Last season was the year Hughes arrived as a superstar. 
This is the year Hischier does the same. 

Sean: On cue, he did this on Thursday night. Buddy just 
needs to stay healthy. 

9. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 6-4-2 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 9 

One guy we like: K’Andre Miller 

Dom: A very trendy pick for anyone who follows the Rangers 
and for good reason: Miller is legit. There isn’t much he 
doesn’t do well and his emergence starting with last year’s 
second half is a big reason the Rangers are starting to earn 
their stripes as a legitimate contender. I’d love to see him line 
up for a few games next to Adam Fox, but for now, the 
Rangers look relatively set with two top pairs anchored by 
excellent rearguards. 

Oh, and his style game is obviously off the charts. 

Sean: I also respect his dedication to candy corn. 

10. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 5-4-0 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 10 
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One guy we like: Michael Stone 

Sean: Not an original point here — I’ll give that one to Hailey 
Salvian — but there’s something very satisfying about 
watching folks react upon seeing Stone drop a bomb from 
the top of the circles for the first time. 

The incongruity is what makes it work; Stone has played 
more than 500 NHL games and busted his ass the entire 
time. He’s somehow signed five contracts with the Flames 
since the start of the 2019 season. Five! With the same 
team! And now he’s got five points in his last eight games. 
Not bad for a seventh defenseman. 

Dom: We love a glow-up and few defenders have had a 
bigger one than Stone over the last two seasons. He’s not 
looking like a seventh defenseman lately – he can play! 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 6-4-1 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 11 

One guy we like: Nikita Kucherov 

Sean: Who in the league can you say has a more 
aesthetically pleasing game than Kucherov? Like, 
who really has him beat? It might be a zero-man list. 

From a more objective standpoint, there are probably some 
reasons to feel a twinge of concern over the Lightning. 
Maybe the start of a twinge. Rumors of a start of a twinge. 
Kucherov, regardless, is not among them. He’s got 16 points 
in 11 games and an expected goals percentage of 56.31. 

Dom: He’s an artiste, one of the game’s true visionaries. He 
also remains the proud owner of the sports world’s greatest 
postgame press conferences. That counts for a lot here. 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 7-3-0 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 12 

One guy we like: Tage Thompson 

Dom: This whole exercise started because of one man, one 
very large man: Tage Thompson. If there’s any player who 
best exhibits the importance of Good Vibes, it’s Tage. There 
are a lot of fun things in hockey, but all of those things are 
made much more fun when it’s a 6-foot-6 behemoth doing 
them. Put power play clap bombs at the top of that list. 

Thompson’s development has been truly incredible to 
witness (there couldn’t have been anyone who 
saw this coming a few years ago) and Power Rankings HQ’s 
official favorite reply guy never lets me live a day without 
reminding me of an all-time bad call. 

Tage rules. Also this is an official request that he just gets 
the “Sid”, “LeBron”, “Kobe” treatment: just “Tage.” 

Sean: I will also accept “Big Strong Tage.” 

Dom: “Mt. Tage.” 

13. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 5-5-1 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 13 

One guy we like: Calen Addison 

Sean: He’s our first Mustache Guy, and our youngest, but he 
isn’t the last. 

Addison was generally slept on as a Calder candidate, which 
seemed like a mistake. He came into the season with some 
NHL experience under his belt and a spot on the Wild’s 
power play, and he’s made the most of it. Everyone loves an 
undersized PP QB. 

Dom: Great name. Great ‘stache. Great vibes. 

14. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 5-4-2 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 15 

One guy we like: Ilya Samsonov 

Dom: Hard to choose from the league’s most unlikeable 
team, but for now we’ll go with the new guy in net. The Leafs 
struggling out of the gate and it’s not goaltending? Wild stuff. 
Ilya Samsonov has been a rock so far and if the rest of the 
team finally figures its stuff out against a team that isn’t 
ranked 31st in expected goals, they might have something 
real here. 

Toronto needed just one of its weird offseason goalie bets to 
pan out and so far so good with Samsonov. More important 
is that he passes the vibe check. Frankly, we can all “get 
some smile” these days. 

Sean: Pass. 

15. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 7-4-0 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 14 

One guy we like: Mathew Barzal 

Dom: Through 11 games Mathew Barzal has 11 points… all 
assists. It’s vintage stuff from one of the game’s best 
playmakers — but it’s not without trying. He’s shooting the 
puck more than ever this season and getting more 
dangerous chances, too. Once those start going in, he’ll 
finally start looking like the guy we all expect him to be. The 
way he moves around the ice remains one of hockey’s best 
visual treats and it helps that the rest of the Islanders are 
much more watchable these days. 

Sean: I know he’s meshing better with his linemates than he 
did last season, but I’m still annoyed that he doesn’t have a 
legit 25/30-goal guy to play with every night. Not his fault. 
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16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 4-5-2 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 16 

One guy we like: Jason Zucker 

Sean: We talked about Calen Addison a bit. Pittsburgh, you 
might remember, drafted him in 2018, then traded him to 
Minnesota as the centerpiece of the Zucker deal. Things 
haven’t gone according to plan for Zucker with the Penguins 
— he’s been either injured or snakebitten, in terms of 
offensive production, since the jump — but nobody on that 
roster works harder than him. It’s noticeable. Tough not to 
respect. 

More relevantly, he’s shown signs of clicking with Evgeni 
Malkin (eight points in nine games, 64.9 expected goals 
rate). Most relevantly, he got the Jagr stamp of approval. 

Dom: The Jagr Salute wearing the Robo Penguin? Perfect. 
No notes. 

17. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 6-4-2 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 17 

One guy we like: Matty Beniers 

Sean: Dude truly is exactly what the Kraken needed. When 
I’m watching Pacific games, I have next to no interest in 
boring, competent, possession-based games. Give me 
goals. Give me star power. Beniers, early in his career as it 
may be, has both. Like, watch this. 

Ironically, given the book on him in his draft year, the two-
way game probably isn’t there for him yet, but I couldn’t care 
less. He’s gonna score 30 goals as a rookie, and he may 
well force me to enjoy the Kraken. What a remarkable young 
man! 

Dom: Sometimes my model has projections that make me 
think: “Why do you do this to me? Why are you the way that 
you are?” Projecting Beniers to be a 70-point player on the 
basis of 10 games last year was certainly one of those 
moments. But add another 12 games to the ledger and that 
projection isn’t looking too wild after all. The Kraken were 
one of the least fun teams to watch last year, and he’s 
making a big difference so far this season. 

Sean: When you ask the model that, does it answer back in 
a voice that suspiciously sounds like your own? 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 6-3-1 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 19 

One guy we like: Kyle Connor 

Dom: We both worship at The Temple Of Phil, so it’s no 
shock that our guy from Winnipeg is Phil Reincarnate. The 
New Phil. Phil 2.0. 

One of the big things with our Guys We Like is how much we 
will both openly admit that, from a “watching the games” 
standpoint, neither of us will give a lick about defense. From 
a critical standpoint defense matters, sure, fine, but if we’re 
just sitting down watching a game – give us the guy who 
forgets that 100 feet of ice exists. All offense, baby. 

Connor is usually one of those guys (though his defensive 
numbers to start the season are… good?) but we’re just here 
for the goals. The OT winner last night was vintage Phil 
which is essentially also vintage Connor. 

19. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 6-6-1 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 18 

One guy we like: Gabe Vilardi 

Sean: Someone from that great big group of Kings forward 
prospects was bound to break out, and Vilardi is — by far — 
the early leader. It feels like a surprise, but it probably 
shouldn’t. Vilardi is a big dude (6-foot-3, 215 pounds) with 
skill and pedigree who’d never played more than 54 games 
in a professional season. There was still some meat left on 
that bone, assuming he could stay healthy and skate at an 
NHL level. So far, so good. He’s two goals from his career 
high, and it’s Nov. 4. 

Will the shooting percentage dip? Sure. Nobody sits at 23.5. 
But his underlyings are strong, and his name ends in a 
vowel. I’m on board. 

Dom: Remember last year’s seemingly out-of-nowhere but 
not-that-surprising breakout from Troy Terry? Vilardi is giving 
off the same energy to start the season. 

20. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 5-5-2 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 22 

One guy we like: Darcy Kuemper 

Sean: I talked to him for the first time in September. He was 
very engaging and had, like, a Disney prince smile. That’s 
enough to get him the title on a team that’s increasingly short 
on positivity. He’s also been as advertised, given the 
monster deal he signed with the Capitals in the offseason, 
with a .922 save percentage and top-10 GSAx so far. 

Dom: It’s pretty slim pickings in Washington to start, but no 
problem with Kuemper, who is proving that not all former 
Avalanche goalies will post an all-time worst season the year 
after moving on. 

21. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 4-6-0 
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Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 20 

One guy we like: Brady Tkachuk 

Dom: I will never forget “Brady Tkachuk: Flames fan” and he 
will forever be entrenched as a king of the vibes for 
immaculate off-ice presence. On the ice, he’s been 
outstanding this season, but that really doesn’t matter here. 
Show us his beers-chugged-per-60. 

Sean: We talked to Keith Tkachuk on “The Athletic Hockey 
Show,” and he was across-the-board great. I couldn’t bring 
myself to bring up Brady’s Saddledome performance, but we 
talked to Keith about a whoooole lot of stuff, and he was 
great. Another overdone topic came up: The possibility of a 
Tkachuk vs. Tkachuk fight, now that both are in the Atlantic 
Division. 

Keith’s answer: “There’s plenty of other guys to fight. Plus, 
Brady would destroy Matthew in a fight. There’s no doubt 
about it. Not even close. Matthew knows it. Matthew would 
try to outsmart him because Matthew is pretty smart and 
pretty quick. Brady might fall for it because Brady’s a nice kid 
off the ice, but he gets on the ice and he gets a little ‘Looney 
Toons.’” 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 5-3-2 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 21 

One guy we like: Moritz Seider Filip Hronek 

Sean: Seider’s early numbers are tough to sign off on, but 
we were both ready to do it — until we saw this. 

Dom: We simply cannot resist a good mustache. It is 
Movember after all. 

23. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 4-6-1 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 23 

One guy we like: Filip Forsberg 

Dom: Remember our rule about scoring Michigan goals? 
Yeah, that applies here for Filip Forsberg. Up until last year, 
he wasn’t a guy who really dominated the scoresheet or 
showed up highly on point leaderboards – but the quality of 
those goals was definitely in the league’s upper echelon. 
Forsberg knows how to put on a show with some highlight-
reel efforts. 

Also, his mustache. That’s an important part of this exercise. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 3-6-0 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

One guy we like: Brandon Saad 

Dom: I was tempted to put “no one” for the bit. (To the Blues 
fans racing to the comments, this is a joke – there are indeed 
several Blues players I like). I’ll let Sean tell you why we went 
with Brandon Saad though. 

Sean: I was going to just paste a Google Maps screenshot of 
the route from my apartment to the Pittsburgh suburb Saad 
grew up in, but that seemed unwise. Just know that it’s pretty 
close. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 5-3-2 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 25 

One guy we like: Carter Hart 

Sean: Nobody should like Hart more than John Tortorella. In 
seven starts this season, he’s saved nearly 14 goals above 
expected. That’s first in the league by nearly three. Insane 
numbers and the exact season lots of folks have been 
expecting for a while. It’ll be interesting to see a) how long he 
keeps it up and b) how long his teammates are lucky enough 
to keep stringing together some wins — because outside 
Hart, that roster is as brutal as advertised. 

Dom: It’s nice to see a guy start delivering on his potential. 
Hart has all the qualities to be The Guy in net but just didn’t 
look the part the last two seasons. He’s making up for lost 
time in a big way this season. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 5-5-1 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 27 

One guy we like: Arber Xhekaj 

Dom: Mustache? Check. Cool name? Check. This guy rules 
and he can throw ‘em down too. This fight feels like it was 
straight out of 1988. 

I wish nothing but the best to him and everyone he loves. 

Sean: Yeah, he saw Kassian adjust his elbow pad and 
pounced. Xhekaj also worked at Costco in 2021, as I 
learned from this story by Marc Antoine Godin. Shoutout to 
his old manager: “She was mad that I had hockey and I 
wasn’t making Costco more of a priority. I don’t think she 
fully understood what level I was at.” 

Dom: That’s an all-time quote. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 5-4-2 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 26 

One guy we like: Alex Stalock 

Dom: Alex Stalock has been through a lot over the last few 
years so this start to the season has been a pleasant sight 
for the journeyman goaltender. He’s somehow keeping one 
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of the league’s absolute worst teams away from the league’s 
basement and deserves nothing but respect for that. 

Sean: Feels like one of those years where the Masterton 
gets sewn up in November. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 3-7-1 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 28 

One guy we like: Trevor Zegras 

Sean: Might as well just use this space to dump clips of 
whatever cool stuff Zegras does in a given week. 

Dom: As someone who is also 175 pounds, I have literally no 
idea how these kids survive in the big leagues. I would 
perish. I guess “be extremely good at hockey” helps and 
Zegras obviously qualifies. 

Oh yeah, and he’s here because he scores which should 
give him an extra 0.5 GSVA in my opinion. 

29. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 3-6-2 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 29 

One guy we like: Bo Horvat 

Dom: Players with double-digit goals so far this year: Connor 
McDavid, Erik Karlsson (?!), and Bo Horvat. While most of 
the team has had a horrible start to the season, don’t count 
Horvat among them. He’s doing everything he can to right 
the ship, scoring at a near goal-per-game clip. Secure the 
bag, homie. 

Sean: I’m sure the Canucks wish they had an extra $8 million 
laying around in each of the next seven seasons. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 27 
Record: 3-7-0 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

One guy we like: Patrik Laine 

Sean: Just let him stay healthy and on a line with Johnny 
Gaudreau for a few months, please. Give us what we want. 
Defense is unnecessary. 

Dom: I want Laine to score 50 goals and be minus-50. All the 
goals, all the time, for everybody. 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 3-8-2 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

One guy we like: Erik Karlsson 

Sean: Here we have a former Mustache Guy. His resurgence 
started in earnest last season, and it’s been great to watch it 
progress. I’ve never witnessed anything firsthand quite like 
Prime Karlsson, and I hope he’s got enough in the tank to 
manifest a trade to a relevant team. I don’t know how it 
happens, given his $11.5 million salary through 2027, but as 
long as he’s playing this well, it’s … less impossible, I guess. 

Dom: Karlsson still has the juice and is a very easy player to 
root for. Prime Karlsson was a breathtaking force, one of the 
absolute must-see players league-wide. And Prime Karlsson 
never did anything like this which is what makes this start so 
incredible. Ten goals and 18 points in 13 games is 
unfathomable. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 3-6-1 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

One guy we like: Christian Fischer 

Dom: It was… hard to pick a guy from a team that is 
designed to fail. For now, we’re just going to give some 
kudos to Christian Fischer who has six points in 10 games 
and is one of the few Coyotes who hasn’t been an 
unmitigated disaster for Arizona at five-on-five this year. 
Could I tell you anything about what Fischer does on the ice 
that makes him good or OK? Absolutely not. But no one said 
these choices had to be in any way rational. He just seems 
like a nice guy who deserves some love on a team where 
there aren’t many players who do. 

Also in the running was Dysin Mayo who continues to have 
one of the greatest names of all time. This was important to 
us. 

Sean: I’ve talked to a lot of guys who played with Fischer 
with the U.S. National Developmental Team, and they all say 
he’s cool. So sure, let’s go.
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Each NHL team’s biggest concern a month into the 2022-23 season, from ‘everything’ to 
‘too good to tank’ 

A month in, the 2022-23 NHL season is no longer fresh and 
fun for many franchises and their fan bases. Concerns that 
this won’t be the season they envisioned in the preseason 
are beginning to mount. 

Case in point: When The Athletic asked its NHL staff this 
week for each team’s biggest concern at this point in the 
season, one reporter covering a preseason-projected playoff 
team asked if he could submit a response of “Everything.” 

Another said the team he covers now regrettably seems too 
good to tank. 

It’s a full spectrum of concerns. Here are the biggest ones for 
each team. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The horrendous penalty kill: You could have your pick of 
concerns here — John Gibson being annihilated nightly, 
Mason McTavish’s Calder candidacy never getting off the 
ground, Dallas Eakins’ coaching, etc., etc. — but when you 
continually take penalties and can’t kill them, it destroys any 
momentum you do build. The Ducks’ 4.63 penalties per 60 
minutes isn’t the most in the NHL (Ottawa is at 5.80), but 
they’re atrocious at erasing them. They’ve allowed a league-
high 15 power-play goals, and their 61.5 percent kill rate is 
flat-out unacceptable. Gibson (.768 shorthanded save 
percentage) isn’t covering up the leaky kill like he used to. 
Guess replacing Hampus Lindholm and Josh Manson is 
harder than you think. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

How to survive their upcoming 14-game road trip: The 
Coyotes have been an unexpectedly tough out most nights 
this season, but the greatest challenge comes now — a 
record stretch of no home games between Nov. 5 and Dec. 7 
that will be the ultimate test for the resiliency that coach 
Andre Tourigny is trying to instill in his talent-thin roster. 
Arizona’s 3-6-1 record could be about to get worse in a 
hurry. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

How they will clear space for Charlie McAvoy: McAvoy 
(shoulder) is scheduled to return around Thanksgiving. But 
he is currently on long-term injured reserve. Assuming the 
rest of the roster is at near or full health when McAvoy is 
cleared, the Bruins would have to create cap space to 
accommodate his $9.5 million average annual value. They 
have already placed Nick Foligno ($3.8 million AAV) and 
Mike Reilly ($3 million) on waivers. Both cleared, indicating 
that the Bruins would have to part with assets to clear either 
salary. Craig Smith ($3.1 million) is unrestricted after this 
year. But the right wing has been injured and is averaging a 
career-low 11:48 of ice time per game. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Injuries on defense: Buffalo is off to a 7-3 start and has been 
playing without its top three defensemen for the past week. 
Mattias Samuelsson is out for at least a few more weeks. 
Henri Jokiharju is getting closer to a return, as is Ilya 

Lyubushkin. But the Sabres’ depth on the blue line has been 
tested. While they’ve gotten strong goaltending and decent 
play from those who have filled in, they’ll have a much 
stabler situation when the lineup is back at full strength. — 
Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Jonathan Huberdeau: Through nine games, the star forward 
and prize acquisition has just one goal, and he has gone 
pointless over his past three games. Only one of his five 
points has come at five-on-five. Huberdeau is trying to shoot 
more and create plays, but it hasn’t all clicked just yet. 
Meanwhile, Darryl Sutter is trying to figure out if Elias 
Lindholm or Nazem Kadri should be his center, going 
forward. There’s still time for Huberdeau to get going, but 
he’ll need stability. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

An uncharacteristically mediocre penalty kill: Much of the 
griping by Hurricanes fans has been about the team’s power 
play, which had converted on 17.8 percent of its chances 
through Friday’s win over the Sabres but has failed 
numerous times in key situations. The real concern, though, 
is Carolina’s vaunted penalty kill. Since Rod Brind’Amour 
took over as coach in 2018, the Hurricanes have the 
league’s best cumulative penalty kill (84.5 percent), ranking 
eighth or better each season and leading the NHL at 88 
percent a year ago. This year, it’s at 77.3 percent, has 
allowed at least one goal in eight of the team’s first 11 games 
and hasn’t looked nearly as stingy. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Being too competitive for their own good: Look, we all know 
that players and coaches don’t tank. Nobody in the 
Blackhawks locker room is sitting there waiting around for a 
teenager to come take their job and save the franchise. But 
to Kyle Davidson and the Blackhawks brass, the whole point 
of this season was to be bad enough to guarantee a top-
three pick next summer, with Connor Bedard in mind. 
Through 11 games, the Blackhawks aren’t necessarily 
“good,” but they appear far too competent, far too 
competitive and far too well-coached to be as bad as they’re 
supposed to be — and as most think they need to be. It’s fun 
right now, but finishing in 10th or 11th place in the Western 
Conference is truly the worst-case scenario for management. 
— Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Depth forwards and secondary scoring: Colorado has leaned 
heavily on top forwards Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen 
and Valeri Nichushkin. Aside from those three, Evan 
Rodrigues (four goals), Logan O’Connor (two) and Artturi 
Lehkonen (two), no other forward on the team has more than 
one goal. Alex Newhook is still adjusting to added 
responsibility, and the team hasn’t been able to replicate the 
production lost when Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky 
left in free agency. Plus, Jared Bednar has not found a fourth 
line he trusts. — Peter Baugh 
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Columbus Blue Jackets 

Goals allowed: The Blue Jackets spent all summer looking at 
ways to cut down their goals-against after allowing a 
franchise record 298 in 2021-22. Whatever they came up 
with, it hasn’t worked. A combination of leaky goaltending 
and maddening defensive breakdowns have spelled doom in 
the early season. The Jackets have allowed 50 goals 
through 11 games, including 23 over their past four. If this 
doesn’t get markedly better and quickly, they are a lottery 
team. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Injuries: The Stars are still mostly in the honeymoon phase of 
the Pete DeBoer era in terms of results. They’re scoring 
goals, not letting too many in and when they have an off 
performance, they respond well. However, the injury bug has 
shown up and given a glimpse as to how much of an issue it 
can be. Miro Heiskanen, the team’s best player, missed 
three games, and during that time, the power play went 
freezing cold. Jake Oettinger began the season at a Vezina 
level but has been out for a week. Not only are injuries 
players of this caliber tough to deal with, but the Stars are 
also strapped against the cap. Though they have 
organizational depth, Oettinger’s injury has forced the team 
to carry only 12 forwards for cap reasons. Things are going 
well for the Stars, but injuries have the potential to derail 
things. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Turnovers and sloppy puck play: In some ways, the Red 
Wings have taken real steps forward defensively this season 
— needed ones after an abysmal showing in 2021-22. Their 
penalty kill is improved, and their new additions (both at 
forward and on defense) have helped make them tougher to 
play against. But they are still turning too many pucks over, 
especially in important parts of the ice. Their inconsistency in 
trying to cleanly exit the defensive zone is a big part of that, 
and it’s leading to extended time on offense for their 
opponents. The Red Wings have managed to start 5-3-2 
anyway, but they have already started to pay for those 
mistakes on the scoreboard — and the record will follow if 
they can’t clean it up. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

The penalty kill: Maybe Thursday’s perfect 3-for-3 
performance is a sign that things are on the mend. The 
Oilers have to hope so. The PK hasn’t been good enough 
this season. Edmonton has allowed at least one goal while 
shorthanded in nine of 11 games and stymied opponents’ 
power plays just 75 percent of the time. That success rate 
had them in the bottom quarter of the league entering play 
on Friday. The Oilers have Stanley Cup aspirations. The PK 
work isn’t close to that level. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

The power play: It’s not a new issue for the Panthers — a 
near-total power-play outage was part of the reason their 
season ended in the second round of the playoffs. The 
personnel is different, though; Jonathan Huberdeau and 
Claude Giroux are gone, Aaron Ekblad and Anthony Duclair 
are injured and the unit is struggling even more. Florida is 
31st in the league with a 10.6 percent conversion rate (5-for-

47), ahead of only Columbus (0-for-25). Florida is getting its 
share of opportunities (tied for second in the league), and 
Ekblad’s return will help, but both factors can only go so far. 
— Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Consistently being inconsistent: The Kings’ 6-6-1 record says 
it all. They aren’t the only club that’s still trying to figure it all 
out, but they just wrapped up a 1-1-1 road trip with an 
overtime loss at Chicago, a defeat in which they managed to 
put only one shot past goalie Arvid Soderblom, who had 
three NHL starts and no wins to his name coming in. 
Ironically, it isn’t the offense that’s an issue. The Kings score 
enough (3.31 goals per game) but haven’t put stretches 
together of defending consistently through 60 minutes. 
Paired with that is Jonathan Quick (.889 save percentage) 
and Cal Petersen (.868) not stealing games. Every step or 
two forward is met with one or two backward. — Eric 
Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Injuries to big forwards: The Wild are suddenly inundated 
with injuries, notably to four big, physical forwards: Jordan 
Greenway, Ryan Hartman, Marcus Foligno and Brandon 
Duhaime. This is a smallish team to begin, and the injured 
players’ absence was felt and seen during Thursday’s 
shutout loss to Seattle. Greenway is close to returning, but 
it’s unclear how long the others will be out, particularly 
Hartman, who scored 34 times last season. — Michael 
Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Generating value with trade assets: Considering the low 
expectations, you could say the Canadiens picking up points 
early is a deterrent to fetching a high draft pick next June. 
But since this is not their prime goal, we’ll go with the lack of 
value being generated by the players they’re hoping to flip at 
the trade deadline. You could hope that players like Evgenii 
Dadonov, Sean Monahan, Jonathan Drouin, and to a lesser 
extent Mike Hoffman, would be able to generate good 
returns, but so far, the chances of that happening look a bit 
grim. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Young players who aren’t developing: Cody Glass goes from 
camp pleasant surprise to top-six look to healthy scratch. 
Eeli Tolvanen from early success to top-six look to healthy 
scratch. Dante Fabbro from top-four start to healthy scratch. 
Philip Tomasino from presumed top-six opportunity to the 
AHL. And he’s still there. This is supposed to be the 
foundation of the future. — Joe Rexrode  

New Jersey Devils 

Getting the goaltending to keep up in the Metro: There’s a lot 
to like about the Devils’ start. After a couple of disappointing 
games to open the year, this team has been crushing it at 
five-on-five, is weathering the loss of Ondrej Palat and is 
getting results from the John Marino addition. But the 
goaltending — which isn’t perfect to start with — may get 
dicey depending on Mackenzie Blackwood’s status. The 
Devils are doing well to protect their goalies, but they need to 
find a way to balance Vitek Vanecek’s workload enough that 
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they can keep the pace down the stretch. There’s a lot of 
competition, from last year’s playoff teams to squads like the 
Islanders pushing for a return. That was already a challenge 
for New Jersey, but it may have gotten a bit more 
challenging with the latest injury. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

The power play: There isn’t much that’s gone wrong lately for 
the Islanders, who got their fifth straight win, all in regulation, 
in St. Louis on Thursday. If there’s one area for 
improvement, though, it’s the power play, which is just 5-for-
34 and often looks motionless. If the Islanders can get that 
going while maintaining what has been an outstanding 
penalty kill, they could take their place among the NHL’s elite 
teams in short order. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Their luck: The Rangers lead the league in expected goals 
through 12 games. They are 28th in shooting percentage at 
five-on-five, though, so they are last in expected goals-
versus-actual goals differential. Everything else in their game 
is good or at least good enough, but there’s been very little 
luck on their side. It can’t last, right? Right? — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Lack of consistency from the defensive pairings: Heading 
into the season, we knew Ottawa’s biggest potential 
weakness was its blue line. Ten games into the season, 
those fears have come to fruition. The Senators have yet to 
find consistency in their defensive pairings, and the recent 
injury to Artem Zub has only magnified the issue. The 
Senators will need to address this issue soon if they don’t 
want the season to slip away. Recalling prospect Jacob 
Bernard-Docker on Friday is a potential internal solution, but 
that’s a lot of pressure to place on a young defender. 
Ottawa’s blue line will certainly be under the microscope over 
the next 10 games. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

They barely ever have the puck At first glance, the Flyers 
sure look like they’re exceeding expectations. Through ten 
games, they have a solid 5-3-2 record, and going purely by 
points percentage, they’re actually sitting in a playoff spot in 
the loaded Eastern Conference. The problem? They’re 
getting absolutely crushed nightly, and Carter Hart is the 
primary reason they’re winning any games at all. Hart’s .943 
save percentage and regular heroics deserve praise, but the 
skaters in front of him don’t. So far, the Flyers have collected 
just 36.6 percent of the expected goals (per Evolving-
Hockey) at five-on-five, good for 31st in the league, and 38 
percent of the shot attempts (dead last). In other words, 
they’re playing defense for nearly two-thirds of their games. 
Unless Hart continues to produce historically fantastic 
results, the floor is going to fall out from under the Flyers if 
they don’t fix this major issue — fast. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Irresponsible play with the puck: The Penguins are giveaway 
machines early this season, which has exposed a subpar 
defense corps and goaltending that has taken a step back. 
Forwards are sending blind passes through the offensive 
zone at an alarming rate, and neutral-zone turnovers are a 

regular occurrence. Coach Mike Sullivan is frustrated with his 
club’s careless puck play, and rightfully so because it’s 
contributed to a losing streak that soured a promising 
beginning. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

An improved process not leading to results: The Sharks 
started 0-5 but have played significantly better since then. 
Erik Karlsson has been fantastic, other top players have 
improved and they’ve cleaned up some major issues from 
the bad start … but San Jose is also just 3-3-2 since then 
and has won just one game in regulation. We don’t know if 
the club can continue to play this well for a long stretch of 
games, or how it will react when there are problems like 
injuries or dips in performance that are inevitable. The 
Sharks haven’t banked enough points when the times are 
good to absorb another stretch when the times are bad. — 
Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Goaltending depth, especially after the Philipp Grubauer 
injury: It’s not like the Kraken came into the season without 
concerns in net, but the Grubauer injury only puts more 
pressure on an area of weakness. Anytime a team has to 
rely on Martin Jones as a starter, there’s reason for concern. 
While Joey Daccord is in the fold now, he only has so much 
NHL-level experience. The bright side is that Seattle really 
does have the goal support it was missing last year, which is 
helping it come back in games. But the Kraken’s goaltenders 
have allowed more goals than expected and only have so 
high of a ceiling. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Everything (except the goaltending): After a 3-0 start, the 
Blues are on a slide that hasn’t been seen in St. Louis since 
the end of the 2013-14 season. They’re 0-6 and their next 
game is at the league’s top team, Boston (10-1). There was 
hope that general manager Doug Armstrong addressing the 
team earlier this week would turn the tide, but two days later, 
the same issues — limited scoring and defensive lapses — 
led to a 5-2 loss to the Islanders. The Blues are now last in 
goals for (2.33 per game) and No. 28 in goals against (3.89). 
They’re probably better than they’ve shown, but it could get 
to a point soon where Armstrong has to decide if a trade can 
help salvage the season or if it’s time to begin the rebuild. — 
Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

The blue line and penalty kill: The Lightning blue line 
underwent a makeover in the offseason, and they are still 
trying to make up for the loss of Ryan McDonagh. They also 
had to replace Jan Rutta, and Zach Bogosian has been out. 
It’s telling that Tampa Bay is in the middle of the pack in 
goals allowed (16th, 3.09 goals-against average) while 
having the best goalie in the world. They’re giving up too 
much defensively, as Andrei Vasilevskiy’s 52-save effort 
showed in Thursday’s shootout loss. There’s still plenty of 
time and the Lightning can figure it out. They just need to 
adjust to their new players in different roles. — Joe Smith 
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Toronto Maple Leafs 

The state of the defense: The Leafs’ biggest struggle in the 
opening month — shockingly — was the offense, particularly 
from the stars. They just weren’t producing as usual nor 
looking all that dangerous. Inevitably, Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner will heat up. John Tavares came up with a hat 
trick the other night in a hopeful sign of things to come for the 
stars up top. The defense is more uncertain. Jake Muzzin is 
out indefinitely and may not return this season. Justin Holl 
has struggled. Mark Giordano is the oldest defenseman in 
the league. And Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren are 
both young in their careers. There are a lot of question marks 
here. About the only two defenders the Leafs can completely 
rely on are Morgan Rielly and T.J. Brodie. And they’ve had to 
split those two up in the name of balance. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

The penalty kill: Where do you begin? The Canucks rank 
31st in the NHL by team save percentage, 27th in points 
percentage, 20th by expected goals percentage (score 
adjusted). So we could go on and on with this. But we have 
to pick the penalty kill, which has surrendered 14 goals 
against and has the worst kill rate in the league. Only one 
team has surrendered more power-play goals against — the 
Ducks — and only by one, and they’ve spent 17 more 
minutes shorthanded than Vancouver has. If you adjust to 
goals against per hour rate, the Canucks are surrendering 
over 20 goals per hour and the Ducks — who are second-
worst — are at about 15 goals per hour. In other words, 
Vancouver’s penalty kill is about 33 percent worse than the 
next worst team in the league through the first few weeks of 
the season. Yikes. — Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights 

The special teams: The Golden Knights rank 17th in the 
league in both power-play and penalty-kill percentage 
through 12 games. We knew entering the season both would 
be works in progress, as Bruce Cassidy and assistant coach 
John Stevens attempt to improve Vegas’ struggling special 

teams, and so far it’s been just that. The good news is 
Cassidy has already shuffled the power play several times, 
and it’s looked much better since he put Jack Eichel on his 
strong side and Mark Stone in the bumper spot. The penalty 
kill is coming along, successfully killing 11 of the past 12 
(91.7 percent) after a rough 11-of-16 (68.8 percent) start. 
Still, both units will need to be better moving forward. — 
Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

$35 million in salaries on injured reserve: Before the season, 
I asked a top Caps executive what keeps him awake at night. 
His answer: “Injuries.” Not even a month in, a nightmare 
scenario is playing out. As of Friday, Nicklas Backstrom 
($9.2 million), John Carlson ($8 million), T.J. Oshie ($5.75 
million), Tom Wilson ($5.17 million), Connor Brown ($3.6 
million), Carl Hagelin ($2.75 million) and Beck Malenstyn 
($762,000) were on some form of IR. Goaltending — last 
year’s biggest deficiency — is vastly improved. But scoring is 
down and down significantly. After years of outrunning 
Father Time, it’s hard not to wonder if he’s finally caught up 
to the veteran-laden Caps. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Self-inflicted wounds: Winnipeg has forechecked better, 
backchecked better and more or less maintained better 
defensive coverage early this season when compared to last. 
Good news, right? Yes, and … 1) Last year’s process is a 
low bar to clear, and 2) Despite showing signs of 
improvement, the Jets continue to throw the puck away at 
their own blue line. Whether the decision-making is slow, the 
support is missing, or Winnipeg is fleeing the zone in search 
of offense, the Jets are making the kinds of puck-
management mistakes that take the air out of their overall 
improvements and bury the team in its own zone for long 
stretches of play. If you could snap your fingers and fix it, 
Winnipeg is good enough at everything else to be quite a 
competitive team. — Murat Ates 
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Aho’s hat trick propels Hurricanes past Sabres 

Martin Necas also had three points in Carolina’s 5-3 win 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Coming off a workmanlike shootout win in 
Tampa on Thursday, the Carolina Hurricanes could be 
forgiven if they were out of gas Friday night with the Sabres 
waiting for them in Raleigh. 

But after allowing a goal on the opening shift of the game, 
the Hurricanes — namely Sebastian Aho — looked no worse 
for wear. 

Aho had four points, including scoring an empty-net goal for 
his fifth career hat trick, and Martin Necas added a goal and 
two assists as Carolina won 5-3 in front of a standing-room-
only crowd of 18,727 at PNC Arena. 

“I’m not gonna lie, it felt good to get the hat trick tonight,” said 
Aho, who had a chance to get his third goal in the first period 
but shot wide on a shorthanded breakaway. “I felt like I 
could’ve had a couple other ones too. … I had some 
chances today and luckily I got a few in.” 

Aho got his first goal of the night by one-timing a wide-angle 
shot off a pass from Teuvo Teravainen — who had his first 
two-assist game of the season — to tie the game 1-1 at 8:07 
of the first period. 

Then with Buffalo ahead again by a goal in the opening 
frame, Aho scored on the power play when Necas 
backhanded a pass into the left circle that Aho one-timed 
past Craig Anderson (28 saves) to tie the game at 12:45. 

“He’s hot right now,” Aho said of Necas, who scored the goal 
that put Carolina ahead for good in the second period off a 
spinning backhand pass from Aho. “He’s feeling it for sure. 
“Great play by him on the power play there in the middle and, 
obviously, kind of returning the favor for him on the 5-on-5.” 

Necas, who now has a team-high 17 points on the season, 
has points in 10 of the Hurricanes’ 11 games and five 
multipoint games. Aho has three three-point games already 
on the season. 

“Everybody knows what kind of player he is,” Necas said of 
Aho. “Great job by him, great pass. … His pass was a little 
nicer.” 

Things could have gone sideways for the Hurricanes after 
they allowed a goal just 28 seconds into the game. 

Buffalo defenseman Jacob Bryson took a shot from the point 
that Antti Raanta (22 saves) stopped, but the rebound 
bounced off Andrei Svechnikov and went for a 1-0 Sabres 
lead. 

“I thought they had us on the ropes there early,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were clearly not ready to 
go at that pace, but I thought we were able to regroup and 
play a pretty decent game.” 

After an eventful first period that saw four goals, 12 penalty 
minutes — including six for Buffalo defenseman Rasmus 
Dahlin — and plenty of action, the Hurricanes stifled the 
Sabres in the final 40 minutes. Raanta made 16 saves in the 
final two periods, with the final Buffalo goal coming with 0.1 
seconds left in the game when Dahlin scored his seventh of 
the season on the power play. 

By then, things had already been decided with Aho’s empty-
netter following Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s first goal of the season 
at 9:22 of the third. 

Svechnikov swooped in to collect the puck off a faceoff and 
passed to Necas in the opposite circle, and Necas 
backhanded a pass through Buffalo defenseman Casey 
Fitzgerald’s legs that found Kotkaniemi alone in front. 
Kotkaniemi didn’t get all of a poke at the puck but it crossed 
the line for his first of the year. 

“We’ve played pretty good,” Kotkaniemi said of the line he 
centers with Necas and Svechnikov.  “I think for me the 
puck’s been bouncing the wrong way all the time. … Not the 
nicest one I’ve had so far, but I’ll take it.” 

Notes: Brent Burns had a team-high six shots on goal, the 
third straight game he’s had at least six on net. … 
Kotkaniemi and Dahlin came together in the first period, with 
the Carolina center connecting with a gloved punch that 
staggered the Swedish defenseman. … The Hurricanes won 
41 of 67 faceoffs, led by a 12-for-18 night by Jordan Staal. … 
Victor Olofsson had his ninth goal of the season to give the 
Sabres a 2-1 lead at 10:06 of the first period.
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Recap: Aho's Four-Point Night Pushes Canes To Fourth Straight Win 

Carolina moves to 8-2-1 on the season 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Riding a four-point performance from 
Sebastian Aho, the Carolina Hurricanes won their fourth 
consecutive contest Friday with a 5-3 defeat of the Buffalo 
Sabres.  

Different Day, Same Fishy 

After netting the game-deciding goal in the shootout 
Thursday night against the Tampa Bay Lightning, Sebastian 
Aho picked up right where he left off. 

In an early 1-0 hole, Aho had no hesitation in putting home a 
feed from Teuvo Teravainen to even the contest. 

After Buffalo reclaimed their lead fewer than two minutes 
later, it was once again #20 giving Carolina the equalizer. 

Perhaps his most gorgeous effort of the night came in the 
assisting capacity though, utilizing a silky smooth spin move 
to evade two Buffalo defenders and put one right on the tape 
of Martin Necas. 

The two-time All-Star then concluded his night with an empty 
net goal to earn his fifth career hat trick. 

Necas' Nifty Start Continues 

Carolina's dynamic winger only needed one point to move 
his already career-best point streak to six games, but he 
racked up three for good measure. 

It was his second three-point game of the season, bringing 
his early season total to 17 through 11 games. Only Connor 
McDavid (24), Leon Draisaitl (22), David Pastrnak (19) and 
Erik Karlsson (18) have more points league-wide. 

The 17 points through 11 games are also the second most in 
Hurricanes history, trailing only Eric Staal's 22-point start to 
the 2005-06 season.  

His first assist also came on the power play, now giving him 
more power play points this season (5) than all of the 2021-
22 campaign (4). 

Getting KK Going 

The start to the season for Necas and Andrei Svechnikov 
has been highly documented and tonight their center joined 
the party. 

While both have been quick to say how well Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi has played despite the point production not 
reflecting it, #82 etched his first goal of the season in the 
third period. After winning an offensive zone faceoff, the puck 

bounced to each of his wingers before Kotkaniemi tapped 
one by Craig Anderson for his third point of the season. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on the resiliency of his team after having 
played just 24 hours ago in Tampa before traveling back to 
play tonight... 

"It was a tough game to play. They had us on the ropes early 
and we clearly were not ready to go at that pace, but we 
were able to regroup and play a pretty decent game." 

Sebastian Aho touching on his team "getting into the fight" 
after allowing the early goal... 

"Obviously you want to start every game with the lead, but 
that's not how it works. Sometimes that's what you need. 
You have to build some guys up. [Martin Necas, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Jesperi Kotkaniemi] have been bailing us 
out all season, so it was nice to return the favor there. Then 
they got going later on. It felt like a big win." 

Martin Necas when asked if he intends to continue his high-
scoring pace all year... 

"I hope so, that would be nice. It was just a good win for the 
boys today. Our line's been great. Even though [Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi] hadn't been scoring he's still played very well 
and he's been a big key to our line. We've just got to keep 
palying the same way." 

Bonus Notes 

 Sebastian Aho scored to record his 34th career 
multi-goal game and surpassed Sylvain Turgeon 
(33) for sole possession of seventh place on the 
Canes / Whalers' all-time list. 

 Aho joins Andrei Svechnikov (10/20 at EDM: 3g) as 
the second Hurricanes player to score a hat trick in 
2022-23, marking the first time in franchise history 
that Carolina has had two players score hat tricks in 
the first 11 games of a season. 

 Antti Raanta backstopped the victory for Carolina, 
turning away 22 out of 25. He improves to 3-0-1 on 
the season. 

 Teuvo Teravainen tallied two assists tonight, 
marking his first multi-point game of the season and 
ending a four-game scoring drought (10/28-11/3). 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to have off on Saturday but will return 
to action on Sunday against the Toronto Maple Leafs. Puck 
drop is set for 5 p.m. at PNC Arena.
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Aho has hat trick, assist to help Hurricanes top Sabres 

Necas has three points for Carolina in fourth straight win 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Sebastian Aho had a hat trick and an 
assist to help the Carolina Hurricanes defeat the Buffalo 
Sabres 5-3 at PNC Arena on Friday. 

It was Aho's fifth NHL hat trick and first since May 3, 2021, 
against the Chicago Blackhawks. 

"I'm not going to lie, it felt good to get the hat trick," Aho said. 
"[Martin Necas, Andrei Svechnikov and Jesperi Kotkaniemi] 
have been bailing our line more this season than us to them. 
It's kind of nice to return the favor there." 

Necas had a goal and two assists, and Svechnikov, Seth 
Jarvis and Teuvo Teravainen each had two assists for the 
Hurricanes (8-2-1), who have won four in a row, including a 
4-3 shootout victory against the Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Thursday. Antti Raanta made 22 saves. 

"We're a confident group, that's for sure," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "What I see is just consistency with 
[Aho's] play. Every night is pretty much the same. Elite 
players, that's how they go. Every night, if they're not your 
top guy, you notice them and they're impactful." 

Victor Olofsson scored his ninth goal of the season, Jack 
Quinn had two assists, and Craig Anderson made 28 saves 
for the Sabres (7-4-0), who had won three straight. 

"We weren't as sharp tonight, and I would say there were a 
handful of guys that didn't look like themself," Buffalo coach 
Don Granato said. "It happens. They tried to fight through. I 
don't question their compete, I don't question their effort." 

Jacob Bryson gave the Sabres a 1-0 lead 28 seconds into 
the first period when the rebound from his shot went in off 
Svechnikov. 

Aho tied it 1-1 at 8:07, one-timing a pass from Teravainen 
from the right face-off circle. 

"It wasn't easy but, obviously, we scored a goal pretty early 
there and got the confidence going," Aho said. "My line was 
pretty good today, so it definitely helped me." 

Olofsson put Buffalo back in front 2-1 at 10:06 when his one-
timer trickled past the glove and pad of Raanta, but Aho tied 

it 2-2 at 12:45 with a one-timer off a pass from Necas on a 
power play. 

"They had us on the ropes there early. We were clearly not 
ready to go at that pace," Brind'Amour said. "Because we 
had a couple high-end plays, we were able to kind of toss 
that period out. It didn't kill us." 

Necas gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 4:03 of the second 
period off a cross-crease backhand pass from Aho. 

"Everybody knows what kind of player he is," Necas said. 
"Great shot by him, great pass. His pass was a little nicer 
[than mine]." 

Kotkaniemi scored his first of the season to extend it to 4-2 at 
9:22 of the third period by tapping in a pass from Necas. 

"It feels pretty good," Kotkaniemi said. "Not the nicest one 
I've had so far, but we'll take it. It will come if we just keep 
playing like that as a line." 

Aho completed the hat trick with an empty-net goal at 17:46 
to make it 5-2. 

Rasmus Dahlin scored with one second left on a power play 
for the 5-3 final. 

"Their skill players took advantage of some situations they 
got in," Granato said. "Some of our younger guys that are 
gaining experience as they go, they'll have to take a look at 
film. These are the games you want to play against top 
players in a building like this. You'll learn from mistakes." 

NOTES: Necas has at least one point in 10 of Carolina's 11 
games, and 10 points (four goals, six assists) during a career 
high six-game point streak. … Dahlin has at least one point 
in 10 of Buffalo's 11 games, and six points (two goals, four 
assists) during a four-game point streak. … Aho had at least 
four points for the seventh time in 456 NHL games, the first 
time since Dec. 7, 2019, when he had five points (three 
goals, two assists) against the Minnesota Wild. He tied Kevin 
Dineen for the fourth most four-point games in 
Hurricanes/Whalers history, trailing Ron Francis (30), Eric 
Staal (12) and Blaine Stoughton (10). … Sabres defenseman 
Kale Clague had an assist for his first point in four games 
with Buffalo after signing a one-year contract July 13.
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Aho has 3 goals, assist as Hurricanes beat Sabres 5-3 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Sebastian Aho had three goals and 
an assist to help the Carolina Hurricanes beat the Buffalo 
Sabres 5-3 on Friday night for their fourth straight win. 

Martin Necas had a goal and two assists, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
also scored, and Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
each had two assists for the Hurricanes. Antti Raanta made 
22 saves. 

“It wasn’t easy,” Aho said. “We scored a goal there pretty 
early and had the confidence going.” 

Jacob Bryson, Victor Olofsson and Rasmus Dahlin scored 
for the Sabres, who had won three straight. Jack Quinn had 
two assists and Craig Anderson finished with 28 saves.  

Unlike Carolina’s previous three wins, this one was decided 
in regulation. 

Aho scored the tying goal twice in the first period and had a 
chance to complete the hat trick later in the period on a 
short-handed breakaway, but the puck deflected off 
Anderson. Aho finished his fifth career hat trick with an 
empty-netter with 2:14 remaining. 

“Every night it’s pretty much the same,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Aho’s contributions. “Elite players, that’s 
how they go.” 

The Sabres have won just once against the Hurricanes in the 
last 11 meetings (1-7-3). Despite a splendid opening stretch, 
Buffalo couldn’t keep it going. 

“We weren’t as sharp tonight,” Sabres coach Don Granato 
said. “I would say there was a handful of guys who didn’t 
look like themself.” 

Still, this might have been a good barometer for a young 
Buffalo team trying to climb in the Eastern Conference. 

“These are games you want to play,” Granato said. “Against 
top players in a building like this with the energy.” 

Bryson opened the scoring when he was credited for a goal 
that bounced in off Svechnikov just 28 seconds into the 
game. It was Bryson’s first goal of the season and marked 
Buffalo’s first goal less than 30 seconds in since April 18, 
2021, when Arttu Ruotsalainen found the net against 
Pittsburgh. 

“It wasn’t the best start by our line,” Necas said. 

Aho got the Hurricanes going when his shot from a difficult 
angle on the right side reached the net to tie it at 8:07.  

Olofsson became just the seventh player in Sabres history to 
reach the nine-goal mark in the first 11 games on his 
conversion 10:06 into the game to give Buffalo a 2-1 lead. 

“They had us on the ropes there early,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We were clearly not ready to go at that pace.” 

Aho tied it again with a power-play goal with 7:15 left in the 
first — just 12 seconds into the man advantage. 

Necas gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 4:07 of the second 
when he got a cross-crease pass from Aho and drilled a shot 
past Anderson.  

Kotkaniemi gave Carolina a two-goal advantage when he got 
his first of the season at 9:22 of the third. 

Dahlin capped the scoring on a power-play in the final 
second of the game. 

DRAFT REUNION 

Kotkaniemi and Dahlin, former first-round picks from the 
2018 draft, tangled in a first-period scrum. Kotkaniemi landed 
a punch on Dahlin’s face. That might have inspired Dahlin, 
who had game highs of eight shots on goal and three 
blocked shots. 

“You’re only going to stoke the competitive juice in him,” 
Granato said. 

Dahlin was the first overall selection in 2018. Kotkaniemi was 
third. 

NOTHING FOR SKINNER 

Sabres left wing Jeff Skinner, a former NHL Rookie of the 
Year with the Hurricanes, had six goals and four assists in 
seven previous career games against his former team. He 
was held off the scoresheet in this game. 

UP NEXT  

Sabres: At Tampa Bay on Saturday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Toronto on Sunday.
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Aho, Necas shoot Canes past Sabres 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Sabres 5-3 Friday night in 
PNC Arena, as a Sebastian Aho hat trick lifted Carolina past 
Buffalo. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Led by the fifth hat trick of Sebastian Aho’s NHL career, the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Buffalo Sabres 5-3 in PNC 
Arena Friday night.  

Aho finished the game with three goals and four points, 
starting things off with two tallies in the first period and 
finishing the hat trick off with an empty netter in the third. 
Martin Necas had another exceptional night for Carolina, 
tallying a goal and two assists to mark his fifth multi-point 
game of the young season.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, off a great feed from Necas, snapped his 
goalless drought to put the Hurricanes up 4-2 midway 
through the third period, as every single point Carolina had in 
the win over Buffalo came from a member of the top-six 
forwards.  

Antti Raanta joined in on the Finnish fun (Teuvo Teravainen 
also had two points) between the pipes, stopping 22 of 25 
shots faced while making some big saves early in the third 
period in a one-goal game. Despite the goals against, Craig 
Anderson actually had a really great night between the pipes 
for Buffalo, stopping 28 of 32 shots faced.  

The Sabres opened up the scoring almost immediately, as 
an unfortunate bounce for Carolina made it 1-0 just 28 
seconds into the contest. Jacob Bryson fired towards net, 
and a heavy rebound off Raanta bounced off of Andrei 
Svechnikov and back past the Carolina netminder.  

Beyond just the fortunate goal, the Sabres absolutely 
dominated the opening few minutes of the game. Buffalo was 
clearly the team that didn’t play Thursday night, as the 
Sabres looked quicker and crisper from the jump.  

The Canes got back to their game and tied things up at 1-1, 
as a strong forecheck led to the first goal for Aho. Seth Jarvis 
fired off a shot that probably should have been a pass, but 
got the puck back for the Canes as the Sabres failed to clear 
the zone. The puck went cleanly from Jarvis to Teuvo 
Teravainen to Aho, who blasted it home for the Hurricanes.  

Buffalo got the goal back to make it 2-1 just a couple minutes 
later, as Victor Olofsson got an uncontested one-timer off an 
offensive-zone faceoff win that trickled through Raanta.  

But the Hurricanes went to the power play shortly after and 
almost immediately converted with the extra man, as Martin 
Necas played a phenomenal backhanded pass from the 
boards to Aho, who rifled one past Anderson for his second 
of the night.  

From there, the first period stayed wild. Aho missed a 
chance at a first-period hat trick with a wide-fired shot on a 
shorthanded breakaway, while Jesperi Kotkaniemi got into a 
fight and landed a heavy punch to the face of Rasmus 
Dahlin. The eventful first period came to an end evened up at 
2-2.  

The second period was a much calmer happening than the 
first, but it wasn’t without its fireworks as Aho and Necas 
connected for an absolutely brilliant goal to give Carolina a 3-
2 lead after 40 minutes.  

Aho gathered the puck and skated down the red line, 
spinning towards the net to completely take two Buffalo 
skaters out of the play. He delivered a perfect pass across 
the net to tee one up for Necas, who unloaded on the puck 
for his seventh goal of the young season.  

I mean, come on now... 

Other than that, the Canes played an all-around strong 
period. They killed two penalties off in the second half of the 
20 minutes, as Raanta made some strong saves a handful of 
skaters had great defensive efforts to keep the puck out of 
the Carolina net.  

The Canes doubled their lead midway through the third 
period, as Kotkaniemi got the monkey off his back and 
scored his first of the season to make it 4-2. Necas made an 
exceptional play — once again — feeding a backhanded 
pass to Kotkaniemi, who just had to touch it past Anderson 
into the net.  

After missing wide on the breakaway in the first and being 
denied by a ridiculous save from Anderson in the second 
period, Aho finally secured his hat trick in the third with the 
net empty.  

Dahlin added a consolation goal with literally 0.1 seconds left 
on the board, but it was far too little, far too late for Buffalo.  

The Canes will be back in action at home Sunday evening 
against the Maple Leafs.  

They Said It 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if that was as complete of a game as they’ve played: I 
don’t know. I’ll have to look at it. It didn’t really feel that way. 
But the power play for sure moved it around and probably 
deserved to get a few more. That was encouraging. The 
penalty kill was fine. It was a tough game to play. I thought 
they had us on the ropes there early. We were clearly not 
ready to go at that pace, but I thought that we were able to 
regroup and play a pretty decent game.  

On if this was the kind of game where you need your best 
players to be your best players after Thursday night: 
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Definitely. We kind of got drug into the fight. At least we were 
able to not have a good period but because we had a couple 
of high-end plays, we were able to toss that period out and it 
didn’t kill us. [Aho] was great tonight.  

On Aho maybe even taking another step forward so far this 
year: What I see is consistency with his play. It’s every night 
pretty much the same. He’s an elite player. That’s how they 
go. 

Sebastian Aho  

On him and Necas setting up each other: Yeah, he’s hot right 
now. He’s feeling it, for sure. Great play by him on the power 
play there. Obviously I kind of returned the favor.  

On getting into the fight and feeling good: My body felt good. 
It’s a good team we played tonight. It wasn’t easy. Obviously 
I scored a goal there pretty early and got the confidence 
going.  

On finally getting the hat trick: I’m not going to lie, it felt good 
to get the hat trick. I felt like I could of had a couple of other 
ones too, but [Anderson] made some unreal saves. Had 
some chances today and luckily I got a few in. 

Martin Necas 

On his line: Our line has been great and even though KK 
hadn’t been scoring before, he still played very, very well. 
He’s a big key in our line and it’s good for him to score here 
and we just have to keep playing the same way. 

On shaking off the opening goal: It wasn’t the best start by 
our line. The first 10 minutes, they were the better team but 
since then, we took the game our way and it was a fun night 
at PNC and a good win. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On his goal: It feels pretty good. It’s not the nicest one I’ve 
had so far, but I’ll take it. 

On the skirmish with Dahlin: He shot the puck into our net 
[after the whistle] and jumped after our youngest guy so I 
was not a big fan. 

Five Stats 

 That was the seventh game of Aho’s career where 
he registered at least four points. The last one came 
against Minnesota in 2019 when he also recorded a 
hat trick as well as a career high five points. 

 This was also Necas’ seventh time registering at 
least three points in a game. His last time was 
opening night against Columbus. 

 This was the first game since he was traded, that 
Jeff Skinner did not register at least one point 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. He had 6 goals 
and 10 points in seven games coming into the 
matchup. 

 Every point registered tonight by a Hurricanes 
skater came courtesy of the top-six: 
Teravainen (2a) - Aho (3g, 1a) - Jarvis (2a) 
Svechnikov (2a) - Kotkaniemi (1g) - Necas (1g, 2a) 

 This was the longest goal drought to open a season 
for Kotkaniemi since his rookie season (2018-19) 
when it took him 12 games to register his first. He 
scored twice in that game to lead the Montreal 
Canadiens to a 6-4 over the Washington Capitals.
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Flying Fish: Aho’s hat trick fuels Canes to win over Buffalo  

By Bryan Pyrtle and Sam Overton 

With three goals and one assist, center Sebastian Aho led 
the Carolina Hurricanes to a 5-3 win over the Buffalo Sabres 
on Friday, Nov. 4 in PNC Arena. The night marked Carolina’s 
first win in regulation since Oct. 28. 

After cementing the Canes’ (8-2-1) barn-burning win down in 
Tampa Bay the night prior, Aho spearheaded Carolina’s 
offensive effort against the Sabres (7-4-0). His fifth career 
hat trick wasn’t shocking given his extensive expertise, but it 
was a welcome sight nonetheless. 

“What I see is just consistency with his play,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “Every night’s pretty much the 
same. Elite players — that’s how they go. Every night, 
they’re your top guy. You notice them and they’re impactful.” 

Continuing his season-long hot streak, center Martin Nečas 
racked up three more points to push his current tally to 17 — 
the second-most of any Hurricanes player through the first 
11 games. 

Less than 24 hours after Aho scored the game-winning goal 
in Tampa Bay, Carolina’s sluggishness definitely showed on 
a whole across the first frame. That being said, the offensive 
line continued to push through, outshooting Buffalo 11-8 in 
the first 20 minutes. 

Four goals in 14 minutes served to jolt both teams awake, 
but center Jesperi Kotkaniemi invigorated his squad by 
sending Buffalo left wing Rasmus Dahlin to the shadow 
realm in the midst of a brawl. Dahlin served a double minor 
and Kotkaniemi sat in the box for two minutes, but the 
damage was done. Although no blood was drawn, 
Kotkaniemi’s sucker-punch was textbook UFC on ice. 

The game cooled down a bit after such an eventful opening 
period. Despite featuring the most shots on goal in any 
period, there was only one goal scored in the second frame. 
However, that lone second-period score impacted the game 

as much as any other effort as Nečas found the net to lift the 
Canes to 3-2 advantage at the 4:03 mark. 

Nečas kickstarted the offense by generating a turnover in the 
Sabres’ zone, but Aho really made the highlight. The Finn 
picked up the puck in the corner and proceeded to put 
Buffalo through the spin cycle before ultimately dishing it to 
Nečas in the slot who fired it home. 

The Canes carried a one-goal lead into the third period, but 
Buffalo kept hanging around as time wound down. Luckily for 
Canes fans, Kotkaniemi picked an opportune time to find 
twine for the first time this season, padding Carolina’s lead 
with under 11 minutes left to play. 

A slick assist by Nečas teed up Kotkaniemi to fire into the 
open net, which he happily did. As part of the Hurricanes’ 
absolutely surging second line, Kotkaniemi was relieved to 
finally put his name on the scoresheet. 

“Our line’s been great,” Nečas said. “Even though KK wasn’t 
scoring before, he's still played very very well. He's a big key 
in our line and it’s good for him to score the goal here.” 

The Canes’ special teams took care of business as well. 
Despite scoring just once out of four power plays, Carolina’s 
PP looked clean as a whistle as it passed the puck around 
and got consistent shots on net. 

The penalty kill clamped down on the Sabres as well. Dahlin 
netted a lone power play goal just before time expired, but 
that garbage time goal was the only blemish on Carolina’s 
PK for the night. 

“The power play for sure moved around,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Probably deserved to get a few more, so that was 
encouraging. The penalty kill was fine. We gave up that late 
one but the game’s over at that point.” 

The Hurricanes will stay in Raleigh for a Sunday afternoon 
showdown against the Toronto Maple Leafs Nov. 6. Puck 
drops at 5 p.m.
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Brendan Perlini hat trick leads Wolves past Monsters 5-2 

Brendan Perlini scored three goals and added an assist to 
propel the Chicago Wolves to a 5-2 victory over the 
Cleveland Monsters on Friday night in Cleveland. 

David Farrance and Joseph LaBate each added a goal and 
an assist and Pyotr Kochetkov made 39 saves to earn the 
win in goal as the Wolves claimed the first of back-to-back 
games in Cleveland. 

The defending Calder Cup champion Wolves struck first on 
Perlini’s second goal of the season. Jack Drury carried the 
puck into the Cleveland zone and moved it to Farrance who 
then found Perlini open in the slot. The veteran winger took 
the feed and one-timed it past the glove of Monsters 
goaltender Pavel Cajan.  

Cleveland answered later in the period on a score by Tim 
Berni to knot the score at 1-1. 

Late in the opening period, Perlini struck again with the 
Wolves holding a two-man advantage. Jamieson Rees 
picked up an assist when Perlini took advantage of the open 
ice, took a pass from his teammate and wired a shot from 
between the rings into the back of the net. 

Early in the second, the Monsters evened the score at 2-2 on 
a goal by Tyler Angle but the Wolves came back 18 seconds 

later to take the lead on Farrance’s first goal of the season. 
The defenseman’s wrist shot from the left circle beat Cajan 
to the glove side. 

Perlini earned the Wolves’ first hat trick of the season – and 
the second of his AHL career – off an odd-man rush. He took 
a terrific backhand pass from William Lagesson just inside 
the left circle and chipped it into the net. Josh Melnick also 
had an assist, marking the fourth consecutive game in which 
he has had a helper. 

LaBate capped the scoring with an empty-net goal in the 
waning moments. 

Kotchekov improved to 2-2-1 on the season while Cajan (21 
saves) suffered the loss. 

The Wolves snapped a two-game losing skid and evened 
their record to 3-3-1-0. Cleveland fell to 4-5-0-0. 

Next up: The teams will meet again Saturday night in 
Cleveland (6 p.m. CT; AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article268307562.html 

https://theathletic.com/3762185/2022/11/04/nhl-power-rankings-5/ 
https://theathletic.com/3764314/2022/11/05/nhl-concerns-2022-23-season/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/ahos-hat-trick-propels-hurricanes-past-sabres/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-ahos-four-point-night-pushes-canes-to-fourth-straight-win/c-337220842 

https://www.nhl.com/news/buffalo-sabres-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-337120402 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-hockey-edc1d4f9bf2ec202c8fa22aa26df3be3 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/4/23441380/aho-necas-shoot-carolina-hurricanes-past-buffalo-sabres 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/flying-fish-aho-s-hat-trick-fuels-canes-to-win-over-buffalo/article_fb3b6fbe-5cb8-11ed-9cac-

5f9aca04b576.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/04/brendan-perlini-hat-trick-leads-wolves-past-monsters-5-2/ 
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While Martin Necas shines bright, again, Sebastian Aho sends hats flying 
in Canes win 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 05, 2022 12:37 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

Martin Necas scored again, yet again, an event which has gone from 
man-bites-dog to dog-bites-man in a frighteningly short amount of time as 
he’s emerged as the Carolina Hurricanes’ leading scorer to open the 
season. 

Still, even if there may be a new sheriff in town, the old sheriff isn’t quite 
ready to give up the badge. 

As good as Necas has been, Sebastian Aho is right there with him, 
statistically and analytically. On the heels of his dipsy-doodle shootout 
winner Thursday night in Tampa that left Andrei Vasilevskiy flummoxed, 
the Hurricanes and Aho picked up where they left off against the Buffalo 
Sabres on Friday. 

And with a short turnaround that left the Hurricanes on their heels to start 
against the rested and waiting Sabres, Aho took over and flipped the 
game around, turning an early deficit into an 5-3 win with the fifth hat trick 
of his NHL career — sealing the deal with an empty-netter after nearly 
doing it in the first period with a short-handed breakaway that Sabres 
goalie Craig Anderson was able to nip wide with the edge of his blocker. 

Aho scored at even strength. Aho scored on the power play. Aho set up 
Necas for his seventh of the season. And Aho finished it off. 

“Obviously you want to start every game with the lead,” Aho said. “That’s 
not the way it works. Sometimes, you know, that’s what you need — bail 
some guys out. But Necas and (Andrei Svechnikov) and (Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi) have been bailing out our line this season more than us to 
them, so it was nice to return the favor there. And obviously they got 
going later on.” 

These are the circumstances when your best players have to be your 
best players, and Aho was all of that Friday night — no more so than on 
the play that created Necas’ goal. Aho did a 360 spin in tight quarters at 
the post, then fizzed a pass through a tangle of legs in the crease that left 
Necas an open net from the left circle. 

Necas, this season, has not been inclined to miss in such moments. 

It was a difficult start for the Hurricanes on Friday, with the Sabres flying 
early and in the lead only 28 seconds in when a Jaccob Slavin clearing 
attempt hit Brent Burns. Dylan Cozens went the other way behind the net 
and fed Jacob Bryson for his first goal of the season. 

Aho had the answer with a tight angle shot, set up when the Buffalo 
defense collapsed on Teuvo Teravainen in the slot. When Victor 

Olofsson made it 2-1 with a shot that hit the bottom of Antti Raanta’s 
glove and trickled between his legs — Aho, in front of Raanta, tried to 
jump out of the way — Aho had the answer again, with a power-play one-
timer from the slot. 

“We had to kind of get drug into the fight,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “At least we were able to, not have a good period, but 
because we had a couple high-end plays, we were able to toss that 
period out and it didn’t kill us. ‘Seabass’ was great tonight.” 

His pass to Necas put the Hurricanes in the lead early in the second, and 
they held on from there. Raanta gave up two goals on the first five shots 
he faced, then stopped the next 18, with Rasmus Dahlin only scoring a 
consolation goal in the final tenth of a second. Necas even picked up 
another point on the fourth goal, Kotkaniemi’s first of the season. 

In the history of the franchise, only one player has had more points in the 
first 11 games of a season than Necas’ 17: That was Eric Staal. In 2006. 

“We kind of all knew that I can do that,” Necas said. “It’s a great start. It’s 
just 11 games. But I always felt I could be that kind of player. Just get 
better at some little things and be more consistent to play like that. So far 
it’s been working.” 

Aho and Necas. Necas and Aho. There’s a duality to their starts, both 
pushing their games to new levels to begin the season, even if they’re 
coming from different directions. Aho’s clearly a great player, and has 
been for some time, but he’s been indisputably among the NHL’s elite 
over the first month. And there’s also no question the light has come on 
for Necas after an incredibly frustrating season that left his future with the 
Hurricanes in some doubt. 

It’s probably unfair to expect Necas to sustain this pace, but of all the 
ways he could have gone in this very young season, this is the best-case 
scenario. His confidence is clearly there, his work over the offseason, 
mentally and physically, bearing fruit. 

As for Aho, it’s more reasonable to think this is more of a trend than a 
fluke. At 25, if there was another step to his career, this is when he 
logically would take it. 

“What I see is just consistency with his play,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
every night, pretty much the same. Elite players, that’s how they go. 
Every night, if they’re not your top guy, you notice them and they’re 
impactful. We play him a lot, power play, penalty kill, so he has tons of 
opportunity to be impactful, but you still got to do it. And he has.” 

It’s a long season, and a lot of hockey left to be played, and only time will 
tell where they end up. Aho and Necas. Necas and Aho. At least on this 
night, they were right where the Hurricanes needed them to be. 
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Maple Leafs face more tests after slow start to season 
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4-6 minutes 11/4/2022 

 

After a slog through their first 11 games against mostly pedestrian 
opponents, it is very much uphill from here for the Maple Leafs. 
Beginning with Boston on Saturday night, their next three opponents are 
a combined 27-5-1. 

Beating the Bruins at Scotiabank Arena, the Hurricanes in North Carolina 
on Sunday and the Golden Knights back in Toronto on Tuesday would 
amount to a breakthrough after a 5-4-2 start. A loss to each would likely 
leave the Maple Leafs in a crisis. 

“They are great teams to go up against,” Mark Giordano, Toronto’s 
warhorse at 39, said after practice on Friday. “We consider ourselves a 
great team as well so it will be a good test. They are the type of games 
you look forward to all year.” 

Boston burst out of the gate at 10-1 and has won seven in a row. Goalie 
Linus Ullmark has won all eight starts, best in the NHL. Carolina was 7-2-
1 with a game at Buffalo on Friday. Vegas is 10-2, boasts one of the 
game’s best centres in Jack Eichel, and already beat Toronto this 
season. The Golden Knights have won six in a row. 

These aren’t the Arizona Coyotes, San Jose Sharks or Anaheim Ducks – 
each of whom the Maple Leafs have already come up short against. 

“Last year when push came to shove we responded very well,” Toronto 
coach Sheldon Keefe said of the team’s usual penchant to play better 
against top teams. He would only speak about Saturday’s game and not 
the others in a stubborn coach’s one-game-at-a-time way. “Boston is 
going to give us a lot to handle. 

“They have been a great team in the league for many, many years. It’s a 
great challenge but it is also an opportunity. We believe in ourselves so I 
am excited to have the opportunity for us to against the top team in the 
league.” 

It is the first of four meetings between the Atlantic Division rivals and the 
Bruins have often inflicted great pain. 

“They are a really good team,” said Morgan Rielly, the Maple Leafs 
defenceman. “We’re pretty used to those guys so I think we know what to 
expect. We are kind of at the point in the season where we are in the 
swing of things. We’re ready to roll.” 

Rielly will be paired on the blueline with Timothy Liljegren. It will be the 
first game in the 2022-23 campaign for the 23-year-old from Sweden who 
had surgery for a hiatal hernia just before training camp . 

“It was weird,” Liljegren said. “I had been here for two weeks before I got 
a stomach ache. I didn’t think much of it but I told the trainers and got it 
checked out and it turned out to be a hernia. 

“It is unfortunate and kind of a slow process, but it is good to be back.” 

In the next 10 games, Toronto also plays Pittsburgh twice, a resurgent 
New Jersey team twice and Buffalo once. For whatever reason, the 
Sabres always give the Maple Leafs fits and more often than not leave 
them with losses. 

Toronto had lost four in a row before it gave Philadelphia a 5-2 licking on 
Wednesday in what was likely its best overall performance of the year. 

In that encounter John Tavares scored three times and now has seven 
goals on the year, and Auston Matthews got his fourth. The teams 
combined for 70 minutes in penalties and a melee occurred in the final 
two minutes when the frustrated visitors realized the game was out of 
reach. 

After Travis Konecny took a swipe at Matthews, Giordano leaped on 
Konecny’s back and then fought Flyers forward Kevin Hayes. It looked 
like something out of the WWE only real. 

“I had some buddies send video clips of it to me and stuff like that,” 
Giordano, who has had 18 fights in a career that dates to 2008, said with 
a laugh. “It was a fun moment. Those situations happen over the course 
of the year. 

“There was some back and forth throughout the game. Their guys were 
making a point of getting in our goalie’s face every time he tried to cover 
up a puck. It was on us to push back. At the end it was pretty basic. It 
was our top guy that they were going after and we stepped in and it was 
a pretty good response.” 

The Maple Leafs will need that same fighting spirit in the next short while 
for sure. 
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Opinion | The Maple Leafs’ first big test is crammed into the next four 
days 

 

By Rosie DiManno Star Columnist 

Fri., Nov. 4, 2022 

 

They played down to the level, or worse, of Arizona, San Jose, Anaheim 
and Los Angeles. Now can they lift their game for Boston, Carolina and 
Vegas? 

Maple Leafs players often claim they’re performing under a microscope 
in Toronto. I’d suggest using a stethoscope instead, just to confirm 
they’ve got a heartbeat. 

Oh, sure, the team snapped their losing streak Wednesday, riding a hat 
trick by captain John Tavares to dump the Flyers 5-2, a fairly 
comprehensive acquittal. So everything is now tickety-boo, yes? The 
heat subsiding, the panic dissolving, hullabaloo over the immediate 
fortunes of coach Sheldon Keefe and GM Kyle Dubas quieting. 

Certainly it was heartening to see some Leafs put a little lead in their 
pencil, pushing back on liberties taken against Auston Matthews, 
particularly Mark Giordano — the oldest skater in the NHL — dropping 
his gloves late in the third period to tackle Travis Konecny for 
manhandling Toronto’s marquee star, albeit one with just a single goal at 
even strength thus far. That kind of episode generates team chemistry. 

“We just want to protect each other,” Mitch Marner said. “There’s people 
saying some things …” 

Really? Like what — that maybe this team is ridiculously soft? 

“I don’t know why you’d want Auston Matthews to fight people,” Marner 
continued, although nobody has said any such thing, merely noted that 
Matthews has been delivering a lot of hits, minding his own space. “You 
don’t want him to hurt his wrist or do anything else. So that was a great 
play by Gio. Just really the whole five guys as a unit to go in and just 
protect one another. 

“We’re not a fighting team. We’re a team that goes in together and helps 
each other out. That was a great response by our guys.” 

Listen up: the sound of one hand clapping. 

It’s indisputable that the Leafs have muddled to a 5-4-2 record through 
the early phase of the season, playing down to the calibre of lowly 
opposition. But they’ll have to start playing up, with brio, in a trio of 
games on tap versus high quality clubs: Atlantic Division rival Boston in 
town Saturday, their .909 points percentage the best in the NHL, followed 
by a quick turnaround, hosted Sunday by Carolina, winners in seven of 
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their first 10 games, then lickety-split back home to confront the 10-2 Las 
Vegas Knights, to whom they surrendered 3-1 last week, a dismal 
performance Keefe described as “unacceptable.” 

So here comes the boom. 

“Obviously we have a sense of what’s coming up,” Leafs captain John 
Tavares says of games against Boston, Carolina and Vegas. “We want to 
focus on ourselves.” 

Of course the pith of a team can’t be measured across a three-spot 
sample size. Herewith, however, the Leafs have a splendid opportunity to 
show what they’re made genuinely made of, which presumably isn’t what 
they’ve exhibited most nights to this point. 

“It’s one game at a time, obviously, but looking at the big picture it’s a 
really big test,” avowed Giordano. “These teams have played pretty 
similar, in tempo and pace, same style. Hard to play against. Really hard 
to get through their neutral zone and their D-zone. But we consider 
ourselves a great team as well. This is what our team is looking forward 
to, these types of games, all year. And we get three of them in a row.” 

Based upon Friday’s practice, the Leafs will draw in Wayne Simmonds 
on the fourth line for a dollop of hardnose-ness. Defenceman Timothy 
Liljegren will make his 2022-23 debut, recovered from hernia surgery and 
braced with Morgan Rielly; Ilya Samsonov will be between the pipes in 
his eighth start. 

Yet Rielly demurred when asked about the whole acid test thing over a 
four-night crucible. 

“I wouldn’t put it that way. These are some good teams. Obviously back 
to back is always challenging. We’ve had plenty of tests. We’re at the 
point now in the season where we’re kind of in the swing of things. Our 
expectation is that nobody is going to take us by surprise. We’re not 
going to treat anything as a test.” 

Let’s get real here, though. If the Leafs consider themselves among the 
big boy teams in the NHL, legitimate Stanley Cup contenders — like 
everybody is all the time saying — they’ve got to start proving it against 
crème de la crème adversaries and they know it. 

“Obviously we have a sense of what’s coming up,” said Tavares, the best 
Leaf through 11 contests, reinvigorated out of the chute. “We want to 
focus on ourselves. You know your opponent and the challenge that 
presents but, for us, we have to get playing the way we can play. Which 
we did much better the other night, so it’s an opportunity to build on that. 

“In the NHL, it’s not just the best team that wins, it’s usually the team that 
plays the best. So you can’t take any nights off because each team 
presents its own challenge. Anybody can beat anybody.” 

As dim wattage teams such as Arizona, San Jose, Anaheim and Los 
Angeles knocked off Toronto in the past fortnight, triggering angst and 
anxiety in Leafs Nation, if not necessarily within the dressing room. 

Perhaps gainsaying expectation, Keefe was careful to bite off one game 
at a time, as they say, when contemplating what lies straight ahead, 
beginning with endless nemesis Boston, a team many expected to be 
broaching rebuild this campaign rather than excelling, not missing a beat. 

“It’s a team that’s rolling right now,” the coach said. “They’ve been a 
great team in the league for many, many years and they’re off to a 
tremendous start. Obviously an abundance of confidence. So it’s a great 
challenge, yet a terrific opportunity for us as well. But we know we’re 
going to be challenged to another level and we’re looking to get to 
another level … and we will be ready for it.’’ 

Thing is, this Leafs outfit, despite its mediocre performance, doesn’t lack 
for self-confidence. It’s as if, through a mirror darkly, what’s reflected 
back is an illusion, or a delusion, obscured by their own visions of hockey 
grandeur. 
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LEAFS NOTES: Timothy Liljegren eager to face first-place Bruins in his 
season debut 

 

Terry Koshan 

9-11 minutes 11/4/2022 

 

Timothy Liljegren has no issues with getting thrown right into the fire. 

The Maple Leafs defenceman will make his season debut on Saturday 
night against the Boston Bruins after recovering from hernia surgery that 
he underwent in September. 

opening envelope 

From our newsroom to your inbox at noon, the latest headlines, stories, 
opinion and photos from the Toronto Sun. 

“Perfect,” Liljegren said of playing against the top team in the National 
Hockey League in his first game of 2022-23. “Right back to it.” 

The 23-year-old Liljegren will be paired with Morgan Rielly and will look 
to build off what was a mostly successful season for him last year, 
considering the improvements he made. 

“I’m hoping for Lilly to go out there and be himself,” Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe said. “He was in a nice groove for us through the tail end of the 
regular season and became an important member of our team at five-on-
five and on the penalty kill.  

“It has been tough not having him through camp and the early going of 
the season.” 

Liljegren, who played in a couple of games with the Toronto Marlies for 
conditioning before returning to practise with the Leafs, said he had been 
back in Toronto for a few weeks after the summer break when he felt 
pain in his stomach.  

“It was kind of weird,” Liljegren said. “I didn’t think much of it, but I told 
the trainers and we got it checked out and it was a hernia. It was 
unfortunate, it has been a slow process, but it’s good to be back. 

“A lot of your body goes through your core. It was tough first couple of 
weeks to get moving again and then build your body back up. My body 
feels good.” 

AUBE-KUBEL ON WAIVERS 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel’s ineffective play — not that the depth winger has 
been in the lineup much lately — led the Leafs to place him on waivers. 

Signed to a one-year, $1-million US contract after he was a member of 
the Stanley Cup-winning Colorado Avalanche, Aube-Kubel has been a 
disappointment in Toronto.  

He has been scratched in five of the past six games and will be bound for 
the Marlies if he clears, though the Leafs won’t lift an eyebrow if he gets 
claimed. At practice on Friday, Aube-Kubel filled in on the Leafs’ fourth 
defence pair with Victor Mete. 

Earlier this week, on Wednesday, Keefe had been asked about Aube-
Kubel’s inability to cement a lineup spot. 

“I have talked to Kuby quite a bit — from the pre-season all the way 
through — about his game and really pushing and taking advantage of 
opportunities that he gets and it has not quite happened here for him,” 
Keefe said. “We gave him a little of the doubt early on. He had a much 
shorter off-season than everybody else in our building (because of the 
Avs’ playoff run) 
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“But that can only last for so long and you need to take advantage of 
what is there. We like what he has brought physically and competitively. 
Some areas of his game with the puck have not really come together yet. 
He has not grabbed a hold of a spot.” 

NON-FIGHTING WORDS 

He didn’t reference it directly, but Mitch Marner appeared to touch on a 
video tweet that made the rounds after it was posted late Wednesday 
night by former NHLer Mike Rupp, who now works as an analyst with the 
NHL Network.  

Rupp noted that Auston Matthews didn’t get further involved in the fracas 
at the end of the game on Wednesday against the Philadelphia Flyers, 
allowing Mark Giordano and Michael Bunting to come to his defence 
against the Flyers’ Travis Konecny, and said the Leafs “ain’t going 
anywhere” if they don’t start getting some team toughness. 

“We just want to protect each other,” Marner said. “There is people 
saying some things and I don’t know why you want Auston Matthews to 
fight people. He is a top goal-scorer in the league, and you don’t want 
him to hurt his wrist (which has been injured in the past). 

“We’re not a fighting team. We’re a team that goes in together and helps 
each other out. I think it was a great response by our guys.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Keefe listed several reasons regarding his decision to keep winger Denis 
Malgin in the lineup. “He has displayed some good habits defensively, in 
terms of his effort, his competitiveness physically, staying on the puck, 
and because of his skill set, he can make a play. Denis has done a good 
job.” … Where did Rielly see the biggest steps in Liljegren’s game last 
season? “Everywhere,” Rielly said. “He’s a great skater, thinks the game 
well. He’s got a good feel for things, so I don’t expect it’ll take him long to 
get into game shape and midseason form.” … Keefe on the boos 
seemingly directed at defenceman Justin Holl during a shift versus 
Philadelphia: “I think he’s able to brush things off. Frankly, in the 
moment, I didn’t take that necessarily as all on Justin. I thought it was 
just some generally sloppy play from our team for about a 60-second 
span where we made three or four errors that I thought other players off 
the puck were equally responsible.” … Bruins forward Brad Marchand 
has three goals in three games after returning from off-season surgery on 
both hips … David Pastrnak, who has 26 points in 20 career games 
against the Leafs, is off to a terrific start with a team-high 19 points in 11 
games for Boston … The Marlies improved to 7-2-0 with a 5-4 overtime 
road victory over the Laval Rocket. Logan Shaw had a hat trick for the 
Marlies, including the tying goal late in the third period and the OT 
winner. Graham Slaggert, with his first pro goal and Adam Gaudette had 
the other Toronto tallies. 
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Maple Leafs ready to meet a trio of challenges, starting Saturday against 
Boston 

 

Terry Koshan 

8-10 minutes 11/4/2022 

 

Under normal circumstances, Mark Giordano isn’t one to peer too far 
ahead.  

One shift, one game at a time and all that. 

What awaits the Maple Leafs on the schedule in the immediate future, 
however, is out of the ordinary. 

The Boston Bruins roll into Scotiabank Arena on Saturday on a seven-
game winning streak and boast a 10-1 record, the best in the National 
Hockey League. The Leafs will hop on their charter after the game and 
head to Carolina, where on Sunday they will meet the Hurricanes, who 
are in third place overall. And then it’s a return home to play the Vegas 
Golden Knights, second in the NHL standings, on Tuesday. 

The Bruins, Hurricanes and Golden Knights had a combined record of 
28-5-1.  

That is what’s in store for a Leafs group that has had a tough time putting 
together long strings of good hockey through 11 games, though the club 
will try to build off a decisive win against Philadelphia on Wednesday. 

“Looking big picture, three top teams in league, really big tests and three 
teams that play pretty similar,” Giordano said following practice at the 
Ford Performance Centre on Friday. “They play an up-tempo pace, 
they’re hard to play against, they defend well.  

“It’s great. We consider ourselves a top team and these are the games 
that are going to be fun to play in.” 

Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said Ilya Samsonov will start in goal on 
Saturday, with backup Erik Kallgren getting the call on Sunday in 
Raleigh, N.C. 

Against the Bruins, defenceman Timothy Liljegren will make his season 
debut after recovering from hernia surgery and will be paired with Morgan 
Rielly.  

The Leafs recalled Wayne Simmonds, who will play on a line with Pierre 
Engvall (taking a rare turn at centre) and Calle Jarnkrok. The Leafs 
placed winger Nicolas Aube-Kubel on waivers and returned defenceman 
Filip Kral to the Toronto Marlies.  

Pontus Holmberg, who made his NHL debut against the Flyers and didn’t 
look out of place, and Nick Robertson are expected to be scratched. 

“(Simmonds) gives us more experience, a different presence,” Keefe 
said. “I suspect our lines will be juggled throughout the game, we’ll mix 
things up a little bit. But Wayne’s an important guy and changes the 
dynamic of our group a little bit when he comes in.” 

Simmonds, who wasn’t in the Leafs’ plans when training camp ended but 
has been getting another shot because the bottom six hasn’t impressed a 
whole, will play in his fourth game of the season.  

What matters most, of course, not only against the Bruins but when the 
Hurricanes and Golden Knights are the opponent, is the overall 
performance of the team’s top players.  

Captain John Tavares, Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander 
and Rielly combined for 11 points against the Flyers, a line of production 
from the Leafs’ elite that must continue. 

As the Leafs have started with a record of 5-4-2, Marner has two goals at 
five-on-five and Matthews one. That’s not good enough, but Keefe 
doesn’t have plans to break the two up. The opportunities have been 
there, especially for Matthews. 

“We’re not panicked, we’re not rushed,” Marner said. “Let everyone else 
do the panicking.  

“We’re getting our looks every game, both of us are. Neither of us have 
really scored. For us, it’s making sure we’re still playing the right way, 
we’re getting back on the defensive side, trying to turn over pucks, 
getting odd-man rushes the other way. 

“I thought we’ve done a good job of that the last couple games, it just 
hasn’t fallen in for us.” 

Back to the bigger picture — the Leafs will have to come out of the 
weekend with at least one victory to get keep the outside chatter 
somewhat quiet. If not, expect it to pick back up again, as it should.  
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“I don’t size up three games,” Keefe said. “I size up one game with the 
Boston Bruins. They’ve been a great team in the league for many years 
and they’re off to a great start, (have) an abundance of confidence. We 
know we’re going to be challenged to another level and we’re looking to 
get to another level as a team. 

“It’s a great opportunity and we will be ready for it.” 
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Maple Leafs fact or fiction: Auston Matthews is broken, they need a new 
coach and more 

 

Hailey Salvian 

11-14 minutes 11/4/2022 

 

There have been a lot of takes around these parts lately as the Maple 
Leafs have gotten off to a mild start to the season, to put it lightly. 

Frankly, the Maple Leafs have yet to look anything like the 115-point 
team from the 2021-22 season. Instead, they’re struggling to score, 
defend, control the puck and win hockey games against teams designed 
to be bad this year. 

“The Leafs are a mess!” 

“Fire the coach!” 

“Make a trade!” 

There are a lot of thoughts and opinions about these Maple Leafs 
through 11 games. 

So, I’m enlisting the help of former Maple Leaf and current ESPN analyst 
Dominic Moore to examine some of the Leafs’ struggles through a game 
of Fact or Fiction. 

The Leafs are suffering from playing down to opponents 

Salvian: That the Leafs have been in an early-season funk, despite 
playing one of the easiest schedules in the league through the first few 
weeks, would suggest they have an issue with so-called “trap games.” 

So would their record the last few years in games they’re favoured to win. 
Since 2021, Toronto has played 59 games as -200 favourites or higher. 
Their record in those games is 35-24, a pedestrian .576 win percentage. 

Meanwhile, the rest of the league has a .732 win percentage. (Thanks to 
the other Dom for these figures). To me, this is absolutely a team that 
has issues playing down to opponents. 

We can also consider some of the early examples of the Leafs losing to 
“lesser” opponents for answers. 

Against Arizona, we know Toronto outplayed them in the first period and 
had one shift in particular with around two minutes of sustained offensive 
zone pressure. It was that shift where Sheldon Keefe said the team was 
lulled to sleep and just thought the game would come easy the rest of the 
way. Then, on Sunday, the team collapsed in Anaheim, playing what 
looked like scared hockey against the last-place team in the league. 

Playing with some level of arrogance, or a level of fear, is a recipe for 
either having lapses in games or ending up squeezing the stick too tight. 
Neither really helps you win games. 

Moore: Playing down to an opponent is definitely a real thing, and to me, 
stems from two common causes. 

1. Underestimating or not giving enough respect to your opponent. 

2. Knowing you don’t have to play your best to win, which often means 
you won’t. 

It’s a long season, with so many games and so much intensity and focus 
for many months in a row. It’s never intentional, but sometimes 
subconsciously you want to give your mental intensity a little bit of a 
break. Sometimes it’s against those lesser opponents that you end up 
letting yourself come flat. Good teams find a way to stay focused and 
intense more often than not and more consistently throughout the long 
season. 

However, I wouldn’t say that’s the phenomenon that stands out for me in 
Toronto’s early-season ups and downs. It’s just too soon. 

I think at the beginning of the season, all the teams are in the same boat. 
Yes, the Leafs were a playoff team last year and the Ducks weren’t. But 
both teams are trying to prove themselves in different ways. So, I don’t 
really think the Leafs are seeing themselves as a favourite or exceedingly 
better team and coming out with that attitude. I don’t think they’re doing 
that. I don’t think in the early stages any team is really doing that 
because they’re kind of all trying to prove themselves. 

Verdict: Somewhere in the middle. 

The blue line is going to need to change 

Moore: Jake Muzzin and Timothy Liljegren have been out. Justin Holl 
hasn’t had the best start to the season, and he would probably say the 
same thing. With those three players not available or not playing up to 
their calibre, Toronto’s blue line gets really thin. And that’s a problem. 

If your D doesn’t advance play by getting the puck in their hands cleanly 
out of your own zone, then it doesn’t matter how good your forwards are 
because they’re dependent on those things. To me, shoring up the blue 
line should be the first order of business. 

Salvian: Holl’s, defensive issues have been well documented. Even 
Morgan Rielly has struggled when it comes to defending the blue line, as 
Cam Charron wrote last week. TJ Brodie has been Mr. Reliable. Mark 
Giordano has posted some of the best underlying numbers on the blue 
line, he’s only been on the ice for one goal against at five-on-five. After 
Rasmus Sandin, though, we’re looking at Victor Mete and Filip Kral next 
up on the depth chart. Oh, and Jordie Benn is on LTIR. So, yes, it’s very 
thin on the back end. 

Liljegren is expected to return to the lineup on Saturday against Boston, 
which should provide reinforcements, particularly on the right side. Is that 
going to be enough impactful change? It could be, especially if Holl turns 
things around as he did last year. And he typically plays better beside 
Brodie; they have a 69 percent expected goal rate in around 40 minutes 
played at five-on-five together this season. 

Should the Leafs look externally? 

Mirtle went over some trade targets the other day. I wonder if the Leafs 
look toward the Kings. They’re a familiar trade partner and they have five 
right-shot defenders on their active roster. Drew Doughty and Sean Durzi 
aren’t going anywhere, but what about Matt Roy? Does that even move 
the needle? I’m not so sure. 

But I do agree with Moore that the blue line should be top of mind right 
now. 

Verdict: Fact 

Auston Matthews has looked a little off 

Salvian: It’s a testament to the standard Matthews has set that he can be 
a near-point-per-game player (10 points in 11 games) and he still looks 
off. It’s not that he’s been bad, per se, just not as dominant as we’ve 
seen. There hasn’t been a definitive Auston Matthews Game yet this 
season. Not to mention the fact that he has only one goal at five-on-five 
to start the year. 
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But, there are clear signs that point to Matthews being on the verge of a 
breakout. 

Matthews leads the league with 41 five-on-five shots on goal, and 49 
individual scoring chances. He’s also sporting a 1.53 expected goals rate 
per 60 minutes but is only finishing at a .35 goals per 60 rate. That 
means Matthews is scoring one goal fewer than he should per 60 
minutes. That is as unsustainable as someone scoring way above their 
expected clip. 

We know that Matthews has an elite finishing ability; he scored 60 last 
year! I have a very hard time believing that he’ll continue to shoot 2.4 
percent at five-on-five for long. 

Matthews has goals in three of his last four games and had 13 individual 
shot attempts on Wednesday night. Perhaps the win against Philadelphia 
— really this last stretch of production — can be a springboard for 
Matthews to get back to the level we’ve learned to expect from him. 

Moore: I’m not worried at all. He’s just too good. 

I talked to him over the summer a little bit and he seems more motivated 
than ever on the team level to have success and have success in the 
playoffs. That’s what he’s focused on and he’s worked incredibly hard, as 
always, to prepare to have a good season and I have no doubt that he 
will. Same thing with Mitch Marner, those guys are simply too good. They 
will not be held back in the long run. 

And, as we discussed with the defence, if they’re all of a sudden better 
coming out of their zone with possession and coming through the neutral 
zone on the same page as a unit of five and they end up spending a little 
bit more time in the O-zone, the confidence starts to build, and all those 
little things will come together.  

Verdict: Fact, but not for long.  

It’s time for a new coach 

Salvian: It’s fair to say that there’s pressure on Sheldon Keefe. But, I 
don’t think we should be calling for his job right now — and certainly not 
over sitting Marner for a few minutes. 

Maybe it’s because I spent so much time in Calgary with Darryl Sutter, 
but sitting a player after two costly turnovers, and telling the media when 
the team has, objectively, played poorly, just doesn’t register as a 
legitimate issue. At least it shouldn’t. 

Just last week, Travis Konecny and Kevin Hayes were benched for most 
of the third period against the Islanders. And nobody cared! 

Philadelphia and Toronto are in two different spots in their respective life 
cycles, obviously. Marner is more important to Toronto than Konecny is 
to Philadelphia. But I don’t have an issue with accountability. Enough 
with that narrative. 

Generally speaking, I understand it’s easier to fire a coach than to make 
a shake-up trade in a tight cap world, but I just don’t think the answer is 
to axe the coach at the first sign of trouble. Keefe should be given more 
time to right the ship. If he can’t, then we can revisit. 

Moore: I think Toronto will find its groove. The structure of the team is a 
bit looser systematically and sometimes it takes a team like that a bit 
longer to get on the same page. 

If you look at a coach like Bruce Cassidy, he’s very detail-oriented when 
it comes to team structure and Vegas has come out playing a very 
disciplined systems game. Whereas the Leafs are built around puck 
possession, creativity, and empowering their skilled players to do what 
they do best. I think Keefe’s philosophy is built around the way the team 
is built, and sometimes it takes a little bit longer into the season for those 
five guys on the ice at any given time to be on the same page, for them 
to find their decision making and when or when not to make a high-risk 
play. 

Once they hit their stride, I think they will be a tough team to beat. They 
have a lot of skill in the lineup, and they’ve got superstars that are going 
to be very difficult to stop consistently. 

So, I wouldn’t look at the coach as the main issue. I would look at their 
goaltending and their D core. They need to shore that up and if they can, 
they might be able to take a step forward this year. 

Verdict: Fiction 

This Leafs team will be better than last year’s 

Salvian: It’s too early to reach a verdict on this one. Sure, the Leafs 
started slow last year before playing at a 119-point pace from Nov. 1 
through the end of the year. But, isn’t learning from mistakes the point of 
maintaining the same core of players? 

And, as Mirtle put it the other day, this slow start is different than the last. 
Matthews isn’t coming off wrist surgery. And the team isn’t posting solid 
results while getting torpedoed by poor goaltending. Their underlying 
numbers are just OK, and the eye test backs that up. 

There’s reason to believe the team will get better once Matthews (and 
the top line, for that matter) starts clicking at five-on-five, and perhaps 
with some internal reinforcements on the back end. Even if they do turn it 
around, the measure of success with this team will be what they do in the 
postseason. The answer here remains to be seen. 

Moore: I have not seen improvement from the team early on, so at this 
point, it’s very difficult to say that. For me, the biggest thing comes down 
to how well Ilya Samsonov can play. That’s the only thing I’m really 
watching. That’s been their Achilles’ heel in the playoffs. Samsonov 
doesn’t need to be lights out but if he can be in the top half of starters in 
terms of his consistency, then I think they’ll have something. If they can’t 
then they’re in the same boat as last year. 

Verdict: TBD 
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How the Maple Leafs and Penguins let their opponents back into games 

 

Cam Charron 

10-13 minutes 11/4/2022 

 

One thing tied to the rise in goal-scoring this season is that we’ve also 
seen an increase in multi-goal comebacks. While it was just a few 
seasons ago that you could assume your team was relatively safe if it 
took a two-goal lead in the second period, multi-goal leads have been 
falling all over the NHL. 

There were some games Thursday that fit this description: The Devils 
came back from a 3-1 lead at the beginning of the third period to defeat 
the Oilers in regulation. The Sharks scored twice in the first six-and-a-half 
minutes of the third to tie the game against the Panthers. And, in what 
may have been the most intriguing contest of the night, the Golden 
Knights held on to win 5-4 after leading 5-1 after the first period in 
Ottawa. 

Through Wednesday’s games, there have been 42 multi-goal comebacks 
in the NHL this season out of 101 games where a team either held a 
multi-goal lead prior to the third period or blew one that they earned in 
the third. That is a huge increase from previous seasons: Between the 
‘07-08 and ‘21-22 seasons, this number ranged between 29 percent and 
34 percent. (Thanks to Natural Stat Trick for providing me with raw data 
that allowed me to research this fact.) 
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Anybody who has ever been curious about hockey analysis has likely at 
some point encountered the term “score effects.” It’s a simple concept: 
Teams are more likely to take shots when playing from behind than if 
they’re ahead. Generally, these shots are long-range, desperation efforts, 
as leading teams focus on protecting the slot and trying not to give up 
odd-man rushes against. 

A question I’ve had for a while, however, is “why do score effects exist?” 
Allow us to explore how two teams this week, the Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Pittsburgh Penguins, who were already feeling the temperature rise 
in their home markets after bad road trips, gave up multi-goal leads. 

Last Sunday, the Leafs took a 3-1 lead on the Ducks in the third period 
and wound up losing on a Trevor Zegras overtime winner. On Tuesday 
night, the Penguins chased Bruins starting goalie Linus Ullmark midway 
through the second period after two goals in 20 seconds to take a 5-2 
lead. The Bruins came back to tie the game late in the third and won in 
overtime thanks to a Hampus Lindholm end-to-end rush. 

So how did this happen? Using tracked microstatistical data (trust me, it 
gets interesting), we can learn a little bit more about just what happens 
when one team takes a lead. I watched both games closely and recorded 
an absurd amount of data, including every shot, every entry into the 
offensive zone, every exit from the defensive zone, and even every time 
a player touched the puck in the defensive zone. This data allows me to 
paint a more complete picture of what actually happened in a game 
rather than just point to the shot clock. 

In his 1983 Baseball Abstract, Bill James noted that, in sports, “the 
balance of strategies always favors the team which is behind.” (This 
passage was later quoted by Michael Lewis in “Moneyball”). What this 
means for us is that in sports, it’s preferable to play aggressively, since 
the benefits of added offense outweigh the risks. For instance, a football 
team that is losing will usually pass the ball more, even if it means a 
greater risk of a sack or an interception. 

Hockey is no different. The game fundamentally changes when one team 
is trailing, especially later in games. Early in the game, even if a team is 
up by one or two goals, there is still an incentive to score more. This 
incentive lessens as the game moves along, however. But the incentive 
for the trailing team is always to score goals, and it increases 
exponentially as the game advances. This is why we see a lot of 
scrambles around the net with less than ten seconds to go but almost 
never do five minutes into the game. Late in the game, a team that’s 
ahead isn’t even trying to score — a shift is successful if they’ve been 
able to hold the opposition and prevent them from scoring. 

And while it’s always in season to discuss the leading team “collapsing,” 
it’s never popular to talk about what the trailing team did to increase their 
own chances of winning. Psychological pressure works two ways, just as 
one team is fighting to keep the lead, another is fighting to claim it. 

Let’s start with the Leafs and Ducks game. The Ducks made life very 
easy on the Maple Leafs in the early going. The Leafs defensive group 
turned the puck over just three times on 60 defensive zone touches as 
the Leafs built a 3-1 lead, a five percent turnover rate (anything under 10 
percent is very good). As the game wore on and the Ducks pressed a 
little more, the Leafs found themselves under a little more pressure, 
committing more turnovers. 

See how the Ducks aggressively chase down Mark Giordano early in the 
third period, causing him to turn the puck over when throwing the puck up 
the boards: 

Later, during a shift with a long cycle, Morgan Rielly chases down a loose 
puck, but is charged at on both sides by Ducks forwards, causing him to 
throw the puck up the middle, which is intercepted at the point, continuing 
the possession for Anaheim: 

Compare that to this play earlier in the game, when the two Ducks 
forecheckers peeled off rather than pressure Justin Holl behind the net. 
This allows Holl to make an easy pass, leading to an easy zone exit, and 
an entry attempt at the other end of the ice. 

The other thing that happened in this game in the third period was that 
the Ducks began pressuring the Leafs a lot more in the offensive zone, 
and were ready to pounce on mistakes made by the Leafs when the puck 
is supposedly in a safe area. So much offense in the NHL is created off 
the rush, however, and teams can’t let their guards down for even a 
moment. The Ducks exited the defensive zone with control of the puck 50 
percent of the time when they were falling behind, but 62 percent of the 
time in the third period as they were mounting their comeback. This is 
due to taking a chance and attacking when the Leafs made a mistake, 
allowing them to break out with speed and with numbers. 

The most obvious instance of this happening was Mitch Marner’s 
giveaway high in the offensive zone that led to Trevor Zegras’ 3-2 goal. 
The Ducks kept the pressure up on both Matthews and Marner and made 
them work in a tight space. There were three Ducks prepared to fly the 
zone as soon as there was a turnover made, and there was. 

Teams tend to apply more pressure on their opponents when they’re 
trailing, forcing them to make a play. 

For Leafs fans, however, it’s harder to accept that the Ducks were 
playing much more aggressively in the third period, since a lot of what 
allowed Anaheim to climb back into the game was due to poor puck 
management in both the offensive zone (letting the Ducks break out 
cleanly) and defensive zone (turning the puck over more often). The 
Ducks didn’t even generate much of a shot advantage over the final 20 
minutes, but their incentive to make the Leafs pay for their mistakes sure 
gave them a lot of good looks at goaltender Erik Kallgren, who looked 
quite shaky. The Leafs should be a team that doesn’t have to worry 
about turnovers in all three zones to the Ducks, but that’s where they 
were Sunday night on the back half of a California back-to-back. 

When we look at the Bruins comeback against the Penguins, we find 
something a little different than how the Ducks managed their comeback. 
This game was a bit more conventional in terms of what happens when a 
team takes the lead: tThey back off a lot more. The Bruins defense 
turned the puck over 14 percent of the time as Pittsburgh built their 5-2 
lead, but just six percent thereafter. The Penguins also limited their 
pressure in the neutral zone, allowing the Bruins to enter the zone a lot 
more often. They also slowed down on offense, a big reason why their 
percentage of the shot attempts and scoring chances (both by my own 
count) were down, along with the percentage of times they entered the 
offensive zone with control: 

Corsi % Scoring Chance % Zone entries/60 Controlled Entry % 

Before 5-2 lead 57% 58% 108 32% 

After 5-2 lead 42% 33% 87 26% 

Zone entry total is a good indicator of which team is winning pucks in the 
neutral zone. Usually, a team will get a zone entry attempt after exiting 
the defensive zone with control, but what happens when the puck is 
dumped into centre ice, or if a player makes a turnover in the neutral 
zone? The teams battle for the puck, and usually, the team that wins that 
battle is going to dump the puck in to the other team’s end. Entering the 
zone, either with control or without, forces the opposition to either defend 
or evade a forecheck. When teams are leading, they tend to back off in 
both respects, both allowing the trailing team to exit their defensive zone 
with control, and also to win more of those neutral zone battles. 

When Rickard Rakell scored to make the game 5-2, the Penguins, to that 
point, had attempted 47 zone entries to the Bruins 41. After the 5-2 goal, 
however, the Bruins held a 42-34 advantage. Unlike the Ducks Sunday 
night, the Bruins weren’t really interested in establishing a forecheck: 
They were intent on creating plays off the rush, and Pittsburgh gave them 
a lot of opportunities to do so with passive play. 

First, we see the Penguins fourth line send the puck into the zone and 
send only two forecheckers, neither really in danger of knocking Hampus 
Lindholm (who was excellent in this game) off the puck. 

Later, the Penguins take the idea to the extreme, completely backing out 
of the zone and changing players. They don’t keep applying any pressure 
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on defensemen Brandon Carlo and Connor Clifton breaking the puck out 
cleanly, allowing the passing play between Patrice Bergeron, David 
Pastrnak, and Brad Marchand to manifest, which is probably not the ideal 
strategy when defending a one-goal lead. 

In hockey, teams are going to have to start playing with the lead as if 
they’re playing from behind. No team has the ability to play a defensive 
style that can grind out a one-goal win over the course of half a game. 
There are simply too many good shooters and too many game-breakers 
on every team that really increases the potential for comebacks in any 
given game. 
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Panthers’ Reinhart hopes shootout goal helps him ‘loosen up.’ Plus latest 
on Hornqvist 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

NOVEMBER 04, 2022 10:21 AM 

 

Sam Reinhart finally found the back of the net this season ... sort of. 

While it won’t go down as an official goal, Reinhart capped the Florida 
Panthers’ 4-3 win over the San Jose Sharks on Thursday night with his 
fourth-round shootout goal that he flicked high over Sharks goaltender 
James Reimer’s shoulder. 

“Nice to see one go in,” a relieved Reinhart said after the game. 
“Whether it’s the shootout or the game, I definitely needed to see one. 
Hopefully, I loosen up around the end and it starts going in for me.” 

The Panthers certainly hope so, too, considering Reinhart has been oh-
so-close to scoring that first goal of the season so many times already. 
He has taken 31 shots on goal and produced 49 scoring chances 
(including 23 high-danger chances) with nothing to show for it so far this 
season. 

According to the advanced hockey statistics website Natural Stat Trick, 
Reinhart’s 4.55 expected goals created is the highest among any player 
in the league who has yet to actually score a goal. The next closest is the 
New Jersey Devils’ Erik Haula, at 3.56 — nearly a full goal lower. 

“He has been around that spot right in front of the goalie a whole bunch 
of times in the first 11 games and he needed something good to happen,” 
Panthers coach Paul Maurice said. “Hopefully that’s a confidence-
booster for him.” 

LATEST ON HORNQVIST 

Veteran forward Patric Hornqvist left Thursday’s game in the first period 
after taking high hit from the Sharks’ Luke Kunin, who was issued a five-
minute major and a match penalty for an illegal check to the head. 

Maurice did not have a full update on Hornqvist postgame Thursday but 
did note the winger was “up and mobile and everything’s fine. 

“But,” Maurice added, “I won’t know until he gets looked at [Friday].” 

OFFENSE FROM THE DEFENSEMEN 

The Panthers’ defensemen have been making their presence known on 
the scoresheet this season. 

Five Florida blue liners have combined to score nine of the Panthers’ 33 
goals this season. 

The latest to do find the back of the net: Radko Gudas, who scored his 
first goal of the season in the second period Thursday with a slap shot 
from the point that gave Florida an early 2-0 lead. 

Brandon Montour leads Florida defensemen with three goals. Gustav 
Forsling and Josh Mahura also have two goals apiece. Gudas and Aaron 
Ekblad are the other defensemen with goals. 

THIS AND THAT 

▪ After posting three assists Thursday, winger Matthew Tkachuk is now 
tied for fourth in the NHL in assists (11) and fifth in points (16). 

▪ Montour had a career-high 30:41 time on ice Thursday. He is averaging 
a career-high 26:30 per game of ice time so far this season, the second-
most in the league entering Friday behind only the Los Angeles Kings’ 
Drew Doughty (26:38). 

▪ Third-line center Anton Lundell had two assists on Thursday for his first 
multipoint effort of the season. He had the primary assist on Aleksander 
Barkov’s first-period power-play goal and the secondary assist on Carter 
Verhaeghe’s game-tying goal late in the third period. 
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FHN Today: California Adventure Starts with Wild Win for Florida 
Panthers 

 

George Richards3-4 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

The Florida Panthers may not have great memories of their trip to 
Arizona earlier this week, but things started to look up in the Golden 
State. 

The Panthers kicked off their three-game jaunt through California by 
giving up a third-period lead then rallying to beat the San Jose Sharks 4-
3 in a shootout last night. 

Or early this morning. 

Kind of foggy, these late nights, eh? 

And, after the Panthers gave up a 2-0 lead in the third and then got a 
Carter Verhaeghe goal to force overtime, this was most definitely a late 
one. 

Good morning, Sunrise! 

The Panthers are now in Los Angeles with a practice in El Segundo now 
canceled after the late night flight south from San Jose. 

Florida faces the Kings at the former Staples Center on Saturday night. 

Florida wraps up its sea-to-shining-sea trip in Anaheim on Sunday. 

Eetu Luostarinen was the least known of the four players the Florida 
Panthers got in return for Vincent Trocheck in 2020, but he certainly has 
lasting power — and is now a very important part of the team. 

— The Panthers got goals from Sasha Barkov, Radko Gudas and Carter 
Verhaeghe before Sam Reinhart and Sergei Bobrovsky won it in a 
shootout in San Jose. 

Patric Hornqvist left the game after a high hit in the first period but there 
was no update to his status given following the game. Paul Maurice said 
he will be further evaluated today. 

— Gus Forsling turned out to be quite a find for the Panthers. 

— Rudolfs Balcers made his return to the Shark Tank on Thursday night. 
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— The Baclers Story: From the San Jose Hockey Now point of view. 

— Hear from Maurice, Reinhart and Bobrovsky following Thursday’s 
game in San Jose on the FHN YouTube Channel which can be accessed 
RIGHT HERE or click on the video below. 

If you subscribe to the channel — which is free — you will be alerted 
whenever a new video pops up. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

Florida fans have not been all that happy with the team’s start to the 
season, but on Thursday night, the Calgary Flames were booed at home 
after losing their third consecutive game. 

— The Montreal Canadiens could be in trade talks with a number of 
teams. This may bear watching. Everyone loves a trade. 

— Tomas Hertl says he believes in the San Jose Sharks. 

— The Boston Bruins will be without defenseman Derek Forbort for a 
little bit. 

— Lil John joins the Vegas Golden Knights. 

— The Dallas Stars hand the Coyotes another loss in Tempe. 

— A bad 90 seconds cost the Los Angeles Kings against the Stars. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT LOS ANGELES KINGS 

When: Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 

Where: Crypto.Com Arena, Los Angeles 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida; ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Los Angeles won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Los Angeles leads 23-14-0, 3 ties 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 11.05.2022 

1258039 Florida Panthers 

 

Eetu Luostarinen: Now the Highlight of Trocheck Trade for Florida 
Panthers 

 

George Richards4-5 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

On Feb. 20, 2020, the Florida Panthers made one of the biggest deals on 
the NHL’s Trade Deadline day, sending Vincent Trocheck to the Carolina 
Hurricanes for four players. 

Three of the four players had storylines of interest to help soften the blow 
of the trade of a fan favorite in Trocheck: Erik Houla and Lucas Wallmark 
had NHL experience and flew to Arizona to meet the team immediately. 

Chase Priskie was a South Florida native who eventually became the 
first born-and-raised local to play for the Panthers. 

The fourth player? 

Few had ever heard of him. 

They certainly have now. 

Eetu Luostarinen may have played eight games with the Hurricanes prior 
to being traded to the Panthers, yet it would have made sense to assume 

one of the other three players coming back in the Trocheck deal would 
have a bigger impact on the team. 

Is Luostarinen a headline player on the Panthers such as a Sasha 
Barkov, Aaron Ekblad or Matthew Tkachuk? 

No. 

But his value to the team certainly cannot be overlooked. 

Luostarinen has turned into a very big piece of the Panthers. 

”He has earned it,” coach Paul Maurice said. 

Luostarinen reported to AHL Springfield following the trade and was on 
the team’s roster for the Covid playoff bubble in Toronto. 

He did not make his official debut with the team until the following season 
when he ended up playing a variety of bottom-6 roles in 44 of the 56 
games. 

Last year, he took over centering the Florida fourth line when Noel 
Acciari was hurt in the preseason and was one of the top defensive 
forwards on the team — while scoring nine goals with 26 points in 78 
games. 

Luostarinen said about his increased role with the team last season. 

“Getting icetime on the penalty kill, the coach putting you on the ice 
whenever they want and that’s what I am trying to do,” Luostarinen said. 
“It feels great to get more and I am going to keep working hard to keep 
it.’’ 

One of the things Maurice said he noticed when pouring over video of his 
new team over the summer was the play of Luostarinen. 

With Nick Cousins signed and the likelihood of Eric Staal coming aboard, 
the Panthers were going to revamp the fourth line — with the thought 
Luostarinen deserved a bigger role. 

He was asked to switch from center to the left wing on the third line to 
play alongside Anton Lundell, the first time in his pro career Luostarinen 
was not in the middle of a line. 

No problem, he said. 

”We knew he could play fourth line center,” Maurice said. “We had some 
players leave and had (Anthony) Duclair get hurt so we had some holes 
there. We felt he was very capable of playing in our top-9. It didn’t matter 
the wing; Lundell can play the wing as well but we want to develop him 
as a center. 

“Luostarinen can play both and at some point in his career, he could be 
first-line left wing. He has a skill level that is above the fourth line now.” 

With Maurice and his new coaching staff putting in new systems, this has 
been a time of adjustment for a good number of the Panthers. A team 
that started last season 10-0-1 got off to a 6-4-1 start in this one following 
Thursday’s shootout win against the host Sharks. 

Luostarinen has been thriving in his new role, however, going into 
Thursday tied for third on the team with three goals in the opening 10 
games — and tied for sixth with six points. 

Not bad. 

“It has been a little different this year but I have really enjoyed it,” 
Luostarinen said. “I like it. There are a few different things I have to do on 
the ice, different responsibilities. But I am a two-way player, so things 
haven’t been so much different.” 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT LOS ANGELES KINGS 

When: Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 

Where: Crypto.Com Arena, Los Angeles 
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TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida; ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Los Angeles won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Los Angeles leads 23-14-0, 3 ties 
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OILERS NOTES: Shaking it off; kids are all right; goalies making it 
interesting 

The season goes by too fast to fixate on any win or loss, especially in 
November, so watching a 3-2 lead leak through their fingers like a 
handful of water Thursday evening against New Jersey, was already 
ancient history by Friday morning. 

It is seven seconds they all wish they could take back, some more than 
others, but the Edmonton Oilers are spending even less time than that 
beating themselves up over what went wrong. 

The season goes by too fast to fixate on any win or loss, especially in 
November, so watching a 3-2 lead leak through their fingers like a 
handful of water, with goals at 16:45 and 16:52 of the third period 
Thursday evening against New Jersey, was already ancient history by 
Friday morning. 

“It’s really frustrating in the moment,” said Oilers winger Zach Hyman. 
“But you wake up the next day, put it behind you and get ready for 
tomorrow. We have a quick turnaround, which is a good thing to get that 
one off our mind. 

“It’s a game we should have won, but we kind of got punched in the 
mouth over the course of about 10 seconds. Instead of coming out with 
two points, or even one, we get zero. But it’s one you just wash, move on 
and get ready for a really good Dallas team on Saturday. We play 82 
games, stuff like that is going to happen.” 

LIVE AND LEARN 

The Devils’ tying goal was no thing of beauty, a routine shot that made its 
way through a sea of legs, including those of rookie goalie Stuart 
Skinner, and dribbled over the goal line. And the winner off the ensuing 
faceoff, a set piece that got rookie defenceman Markus Niemelainen to 
bite wide on a breakaway pass that was going up the middle, is 
something they could all see coming. 

Well, almost everyone. 

“It was kind of a misread by me,” said Niemelainen. “I thought he was 
going to the outside but he cut inside and I got caught on the wrong 
side.” 

It cost them a goal, and at least a point, but it’s all part of a young player 
making his way in the NHL. And it will probably be a long time before he 
gets burned on that one again. 

“Sometimes, mistakes like that are a necessary step in order for growth,” 
said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who saw a few necessary steps from 
some of his younger players in the New Jersey game. 

It was rookie Dylan Holloway’s neutral zone turnover that led to New 
Jersey’s first goal and Ryan McLeod’s turnover at the offensive blue line 
that led to their third. When you’ve got bright, up-and-coming talent on 
the roster that’s going to be a core part of your future one day, these are 
the growing pains. 

“Those things happen,” Woodcroft said. “Those are learning moments for 
younger players. What I know about Dylan is he’s a conscientious, hard-
working person and he’ll learn from that moment and get better because 
of it.” 

SKINNER AND SOUP 

One thing about the Oilers goaltending this season: It’s been interesting. 

It’s also been holding up its end of the deal. 

Skinner has the numbers (a 2.10 goal against average and a .944 save 
percentage that is second best in the NHL among goalies who’ve 
appeared in five or more games) while Jack Campbell, despite some 
early-game wobbles, is tied for fourth in the league in wins (5-2-0). 

“Both of them have been playing phenomenal,” said winger Kailer 
Yamamoto. “Stuey has played lights out and Soupy is a great guy off the 
ice and even better on the ice — he gives it his all every game. I love 
what they’ve been doing this season.” 

Giving up two goals in seven seconds to lose 4-3 could haunt a young 
goalie, but Skinner, like McLeod, Niemelainen and Holloway, views it as 
a hard lesson well learned. 

“They got the one that just snuck through, but it was still a tie game,” he 
said, adding the game-winning breakaway moments later stung a little. 
“It’s my job. I have to be able to make as many saves as I can and it’s my 
job to make that save, especially in a 3-3 game. It was a nice shot, post 
and in, but I have work to do. I can make that save.” 

Campbell is expected to get the start Saturday against Dallas, the team 
that drafted him 11th overall in 2010. Campbell’s numbers aren’t pretty to 
look at (3.91 GAA and .881 save percentage), but he’s a fighter who kind 
of has that Grant Fuhr “don’t let the back-breaking next one in” style that 
gives his team a chance. 

“He’s a battler,” said Woodcroft. “He’s someone who’s battled his entire 
career and that resonates with the rest of the team.” 

“He’s got mental toughness,” added Hyman, a former Leafs teammate. 
“He’s had a long road to where he’s at now and he’s earned everything 
he has. 

“I’m sure it will mean a little more playing against a former team, the team 
that drafted him. It should be a good one, they’re a good team.” 

STAR POWER 

Fresh off the loss to a fast and relentless New Jersey team that 
pressured them into defeat, the Oilers get another stern test Saturday 
afternoon (2 p.m.) when the Dallas Stars visit. 

The Stars are making their money on special teams, with the fifth best 
net power play in the league (26.3 per cent) and fifth best penalty kill 
(84.8 per cent, with two shorthanded goals). They also have the third 
best five-on-five save percentage in the NHL at 94.1. 
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Here are two questions relating to the NHL’s scoring leader, Edmonton 
Oilers’ centre Connor McDavid. 

Are we starting to take McDavid (and his partner in crime, Leon Draisaitl) 
for granted? 

What year represents an NHL player’s true prime, and is McDavid all the 
way there yet? 

But this line of inquiry popped into my brain earlier in the week, after 
McDavid and Draisaitl combined for nine points in a win over the 
Nashville Predators that hardly raised an eyebrow. Granted, it was the 
same night San Jose’s resurgent Erik Karlsson scored the first hat trick of 
his NHL career, and the Boston Bruins completed a stunning third-period 
come-from-behind win over the Pittsburgh Penguins — which is maybe 
why the performances of the two Oilers’ stars got lost in the shuffle. 

On the other hand, it’s starting to feel as if a lot of McDavid’s big nights 
are getting lost in the shuffle, as if there’s one standard expected of him 
and a separate lower standard for the rest of the league. 

A two-point night for 99 percent of the players in the NHL? Worth 
celebrating and pointing out. A two-point night for McDavid? Ho hum. 
Just another day at the office. 

Right now, he’s up to 24 points in 11 games and leading the league — 
again. 

When the Oilers host the Dallas Stars Saturday, it’ll be the 499th game of 
McDavid’s career. No. 500 comes next Tuesday in Washington against 
the Capitals and Alex Ovechkin. It’s a significant milestone and a chance 
to brush up against McDavid’s career accomplishments to date, and 
where he might go from here. 

On the opening night of the 2022-23 season, McDavid scored three 
times, which made him the sixth-fastest player in NHL history to reach 
the 700-point threshold. His current career points-per-game average is 
1.44, the fourth-highest total in history, behind Wayne Gretzky, Mario 
Lemieux and Mike Bossy. Since coming into the league in 2015, 
McDavid has scored 83 points more than the next-highest player in that 
time frame. In terms of regular-season performance, he has no real 
peers within the current generation of players. 

He’s won the Hart Trophy twice, finished second last year to Toronto’s 
Auston Matthews and was third in 2019. Matthews won the Hart rather 
convincingly last year (119 first-place votes compared to 29 for 
McDavid), largely on the strength of his goal scoring. It’s instructive to 
see that at this early stage of the season, McDavid looks as if he’s more 
focused on scoring goals than ever before — and currently leads the 
league in goals with 12. 

McDavid’s shot volume is about the same as always — roughly four per 
game. But his shooting percentage is way up — 28.6 percent, compared 
to 14 percent a year ago. It may be unsustainable — or he may just be 
making better shot choices — but if McDavid can routinely start winning 
Rocket Richard trophies as well as Art Ross trophies, then the gap 
between himself and the rest of the league could grow even wider. 

Considering their respective connections to Edmonton, the obvious first 
point of reference for McDavid should be Gretzky. 

McDavid is 25 and is his eighth NHL season. He will turn 26 in January, 
or right around midseason. 

Gretzky, like McDavid, was also January-born and was 24 going on 25 in 
his seventh and most productive NHL statistical season, 1985-86. That 
year, Gretzky scored 215 points, an NHL record, and it represented a 
career peak. The next year, Year 8, Gretzky slipped all the way to 183 
points and then to 149 points in 64 games in Year 9. At that point, the 
injuries started to take their toll. 

Of course, you could make the argument that Gretzky’s best overall 
years actually came in his early 20s. 

In 1981-82, Gretzky produced 92 goals and 212 points. Two years later, 
he missed six games (playing 74 instead of 80), but still managed an 
eye-popping 87 goals and 205 points. That season, Gretzky also added 
13 goals in 19 playoff games. That’s one of his less-heralded records, 
scoring the most goals in one season including playoffs to reach 100 
total. Never happened before. Never happened since. 

Statistically, Lemieux’s best season came in his fifth year – 199 points in 
76 games. Injuries and a cancer battle turned Lemieux into one of the 
great, “what-might-have-been” stories in NHL history. His 1,723 points 
came in just 915 career regular-season games. 

Whenever you’re talking about generational talents such as Gretzky, 
Sidney Crosby and McDavid, the one common characteristic they share 
is they are all perfectionists. This doesn’t get pointed out often enough. 

Some players get to a certain level and then are content to stay there. 
The best of the best, no matter how much praise is lavished on them 
from the outside, deep down, they think: “Not good enough yet. Can still 
be better.” And that drives them to greater heights. 

Everybody eventually reaches a peak. Gretzky and Lemieux reached 
theirs when they were younger than McDavid is today. The way McDavid 
is popping goals suggests he may not have reached his yet. It will be 
fascinating to see when that occurs, and what it looks like. There is a 
tendency to withhold judgment on a player until he’s won a 
championship. Gretzky won the first of his four Stanley Cups in Year 5 
(1983-84). Lemieux won the first of his two in Year 7 (1990-91). McDavid 
is still waiting. The Oilers are still evolving. The greatest of all time? If 
there’s another level McDavid can get to, you can’t rule it out. 

Erik Karlsson’s resurgence 

At 32, Erik Karlsson was once the most effective offensive defenseman 
in the NHL. He led the league in scoring by a defenseman four times 
between 2011-12 and 2015-16. It’s the main reason the San Jose 
Sharks, in go-for-broke mode, paid a small ransom in players and draft 
choices to acquire his rights from the Ottawa Senators and then 
committed to an eight-year contract, with an $11.5 million annual cap hit. 
Karlsson’s career in San Jose had been mostly derailed by injuries, but 
he’s been healthy this season and looking a lot like the old Erik Karlsson, 
even on a team that is hovering near the bottom of the overall NHL 
standings. 

Karlsson contributed three goals in a 6-5 shootout loss to the Ducks on 
Tuesday, after which Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins volunteered that 
Karlsson was playing with a “renewed vigor … It seems like every shot 
he takes is able to find its way through to the net.” Karlsson then added 
another goal and two assists in a shootout loss to the Florida Panthers 
on Thursday. With 10 goals in 13 games — and 18 points overall for the 
season — Karlsson leads all defensemen in both categories by miles. 

The Sharks probably aren’t a playoff team this year, and the midweek 
crowds aren’t great, but Karlsson is giving people a reason to watch the 
Sharks. 

According to Sharks coach David Quinn, Karlsson’s renaissance is a key 
to the team’s competitiveness after a slow start. 

“Everybody’s seeing what a world-class player he is,” said Quinn. “I know 
he’s had injury issues here the last few years. Even when I was talking to 
him in the summer, he’s feeling as good as he has in years. It’s shown. 
You watch the last three games, not only has he done what he’s done 
and dominated offensively, but defensively, he’s been very good. I’m just 
happy for him. I know it’s been a tough go for him. 

“But you’re talking about a two-time Norris trophy winner who’s only 32 
years old and has a lot of great hockey ahead of him. He’s certainly 
playing like a Norris Trophy winner now.” 

Could Karlsson actually compete for the Norris? 

Once Cale Makar, Victor Hedman, Roman Josi and Adam Fox all find 
their collective strides, it might be difficult for him to stay in the race. But 
he’s healthy again for the first time in forever and playing with the 
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confidence and swagger he had in Ottawa, back when everybody was 
chasing him atop the scoring leaderboard for defenseman. 

It may ultimately hinge on whether he can keep up some semblance of 
his goal-scoring pace. No defenseman has scored 10 goals faster in a 
season in the modern era (Phil Housley previously held the record, with 
10 goals in 15 games for Buffalo in 1987-88). The overall record is seven 
games, set by Harry Cameron, for Toronto, in the NHL’s first year, 1917-
18, when the season was just 22 games long and divided into a first half 
and a second half. 

The NHL single-season record for goals by a defenseman is 48 scored 
by Paul Coffey in 1985-86. Bobby Orr had 46 in 1974-75. In all, there 
have been only 17 30-plus goal-scoring seasons by a defenseman in 
NHL history. Orr has five of them, Coffey has four and Denis Potvin has 
three. Karlsson’s career high is 21, set in the 2014-15 season. He’s 
almost halfway there now, with 69 games to go. Remarkable. 

Is Timo Meier trade bait? 

Also worth monitoring is Timo Meier, who on Tuesday contributed his first 
two-goal performance of the season and added a third in the loss to the 
Panthers. Depending upon how the Sharks’ season unfolds, Meier is an 
intriguing player to watch, a 35-goal, 76-point scorer last year who is in 
the final season of a four-year contract, with a $6 million AAV. That deal 
walks him to his final RFA year and then puts him one year away from 
UFA status. 

The complication with the contract is its structure. Meier’s actual 
compensation this year is $10 million, meaning that’s also the number 
that the Sharks will need to present as a qualifying offer next summer to 
retain his rights. That’s hefty — even for a player with Meier’s obvious 
skill set. Matthew Tkachuk had a similarly structured contract with 
Calgary last season. 

Those sorts of backloaded deals can create a headache not only for his 
current employer — is he really a $10 million player — or for any team 
that may explore a possible trade for Meier at some point down the road. 
If you’re a team looking to add a top-six forward, likely, you’re also a 
capped-out Stanley Cup contender. 

In theory, Meier — if he gets dangled — could become a de facto player 
rental, because if you trade for him, maybe you can’t afford to qualify him 
at season’s end. Alternatively, does the time with a new team create a 
dress rehearsal of sorts for both sides, and then maybe you can find a 
lower contract number that works for the player and team that comes in 
lower than $10 million? If the Sharks do indeed make Meier available, he 
could become one of the most intriguing targets at the 2023 NHL trade 
deadline. 

Embracing Mullett Arena 

The Arizona Coyotes had a clunker to wrap up the first four-game 
homestand of the season — getting crushed 7-2 Thursday by the visiting 
Dallas Stars on a night when Connor Ingram started in goal and got 
blown out early. Then the normally reliable Karel Vejmelka came on in 
relief and made a terrible giveaway on the sixth goal — serving one up to 
Jamie Benn that gave Benn his first of the season and helped pad the 
Dallas lead. It was the final game of the temporary visitor’s dressing 
rooms at Arizona State University that drew a lot of attention last week. It 
looked like something the players probably last faced when they were 10 
years old, playing in a peewee tournament, in some exotic out-of-town 
location. 

Which, by the way, isn’t a bad thing at all. Ultimately you have to have a 
little bit of a kid inside you still, even when you’re in the NHL when the 
love of the game is the only thing that motivates you to play. If you don’t 
have that and keep that, then you probably don’t have the passion and 
emotion that’s necessary to grind through a challenging 82-game 
season. The minute the game becomes a job — or it feels as if you’re 
punching a clock — you’re lost. 

So for these past 10 days, four visiting teams were inconvenienced a 
single time by the temporary locker facilities, and the longish walk to the 

dressing area from the ice surface. Boohoo, cry me a river. Sorry, but if 
you can’t cope with that sort of minor deviation from the NHL norm, then 
you probably won’t be able to cope with the larger issues and challenges 
you’ll face as an NHLer — and probably would have never been able to 
handle the stairs that led to the visiting dressing room in the old Chicago 
Stadium. 

Truth be told, you didn’t hear a lot of complaints from the players. Most of 
the criticisms came externally. Blake Wheeler summed it up pretty well, I 
thought. Wheeler suggested whatever concerns they might have had 
coming in seemed overblown. When confronted with reality, it was fine. It 
was one game. And in all four, Mullett Arena had a college or junior 
hockey vibe, so it felt familiar on some level to most of the players — and 
maybe even served as an important reminder of just how great the 
amenities are in most NHL cities most of the time. For the remaining 37 
home games, the visitors’ quarters will be upgraded, as construction is 
completed. 

As for the home team, the Coyotes went 1-2-1 on this homestand and 
now set out on a month-long road trip. They’re not a great team. They 
usually need exceptional goaltending to keep things close — which is 
what they got in the single win, versus Florida. The goaltending was 
dreadful two nights later in the loss to Dallas. That’s ultimately going to 
determine how many games they win and what their odds will be in the 
draft lottery and the race for Connor Bedard. 

No question that an arena that seats fewer than 5,000 isn’t going to cut it 
financially in today’s NHL. But if you dispense with the financial side of 
the equation, and just consider the hockey side, it looked like fun. 
Smaller venues have a greater intimacy — the crowd feels closer, more 
on top of you. For the home team, like the visitors, it’s all about 
embracing the difference, in the same way they do the outdoor games. It 
breaks up the routine of a long season. 

And I say this as someone who spent three years (1980-81 to 1982-83) 
covering a Flames team in the Stampede Corral, which sat just under 
6,500 per game and had room for about 700 standing-room only 
spectators. Calgary had just relocated from Atlanta — a new building was 
in the works, which would eventually act as the primary venue for the 
1988 Winter Olympics — but temporary headquarters were old school 
and decidedly not up to the NHL standards of the era. 

It was dark, the boards were higher, the visiting players’ bench had a 
front and a back row and the players, when they filed out onto the ice, 
had to cross the concourse. So there were ropes — like in the VIP areas 
of night clubs — that theoretically kept the fans away from the team. But 
they could literally, actually reach out and touch the players as they filed 
on and off the ice. And the rope lines would go up just before and just 
after intermissions, which interrupted the spectator flow to the bathrooms 
and concession areas. In short, it was chaotic, it was close quarters, and 
it was gloriously old school. 

“Oh my god, we loved the Corral,” said Lanny McDonald, who played 
there as a junior with Medicine Hat and then later, with Calgary, after a 
trade from the Colorado Rockies. “You walked across the concourse to 
get to the dressing rooms. It was unbelievable. We loved every second of 
it. How could you not? The fact that there were 600 standing room spots 
and everybody got about a foot of space for themselves so you got to 
know your neighbor really intimately in that setting.” 

In his days with the Rockies, McDonald remembered the crowds at the 
old McNichols Arena in Colorado being sparse and noted that for better 
or worse, teams feed on the emotion of the crowd. It’s why playoffs are 
so much better than regular season. The crowds are more amped. 

“When we played in Colorado, for so many games, we only had about 
5,000 to 6,000 people,” said McDonald. “In a building that big, it was 
awful. So, to play in a packed building, whether the old Corral or the new 
one at ASU, it will be unbelievable, if they can pull it off and get a new 
arena.” 

There are a lot of cookie-cutter rinks in the NHL today. In McDonald’s 
era, not only was the Corral unique, so too was the Boston Garden, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 5, 2022 

 

Chicago Stadium and even the Aud (Buffalo Memorial Auditorium). All 
had their own quirks and eccentricities, which created a genuine home-
ice advantage for the home team. It was charming — and varied. 

“I would agree with that assessment,” said McDonald. “There were no 
corners to speak of in the Corral, so you could get cut off real fast. 
Between that, and the full building, and the noise, and people were 
excited because it was a brand-new team. We had a real home-ice 
advantage, and so could they (the Coyotes). Then they’ve got to try and 
find a way to take advantage of it.” 

With the Mullett Arena era starting tonight, I thought it would be fun to 
remember some other very weird places the NHL has let its teams play 
games. 

Hockey Hall of Fame eligibility 

It’s going to be a busy week for McDonald, now the chairman of the 
Hockey Hall of Fame. November is the NHL’s Hockey Fights Cancer 
month. Next Thursday, McDonald is being feted at the Saddledome at a 
special fundraiser to raise awareness for blood cancer, sponsored by the 
Flames, their Alumni and the Cure Cancer Foundation. 

It’s being called The Toast of the Town and will include guest 
appearances by his two long-time linemates with the Maple Leafs, Darryl 
Sittler and Tiger Williams, a reunion that will matter for hockey fans of a 
certain generation. The next day, Hall of Fame weekend gets underway 
in Toronto, with the ring ceremony at the Hall. 

There’ll be six inductees this year, including Herb Carnegie in the builder 
category, Riikka Sallinen in the female player category, plus four in the 
male player category: The Sedin twins, Henrik and Daniel, their long-time 
Vancouver Canucks’ teammate Roberto Luongo, and the face of the 
Ottawa Senators’ franchise, Daniel Alfredsson. 

At this time of year, I often get a lot of questions about the process of 
selecting future Hall of Fame classes, and the one that keeps coming up 
concerns eligibility. The by-law in question is No. 28 and reads in part, a 
player becomes eligible if they have not played in a professional or 
international hockey game during any of the three playing seasons prior 
to his or her election. 

It also adds this caveat that excluding games played only or primarily for 
charitable or recreational purposes, or any other “limited purpose” that 
the Chair of the Board of Directors determines should not disqualify a 
person otherwise eligible. The main takeaway, though, is it isn’t 
determined by contract status. Chris Pronger last played in the NHL in 
2011-12, which is when injuries sidelined him for good. He was elected to 
the Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility (2015) even though his final 
NHL contract didn’t run out until 2016-17. Next year’s class will almost 
certainly be headlined by former Rangers’ goalie Henrik Lundqvist. But 
three years from now — if Joe Thornton remains unsigned and if Jaromir 
Jagr stays off the ice in Kladno finally — we could witness one of the 
greatest HHOF classes of all time. 
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Devils stun Oilers in Edmonton: How 7 seconds changed the game 
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EDMONTON — Seven seconds. That’s all it took for a lead and a 
potential win to become a 4-3 loss for the Oilers. 

“I definitely feel like we should have won,” captain Connor McDavid said. 
“We’ve got to find a way to close that one out. It’s as simple as that.” 

It’s not like the Oilers were cruising to victory. 

The Devils were pushing hard. They were the better team for more of the 
game, outshooting the home team and carrying more of the play. 

“It seems like they were down there the whole game,” Oilers defenceman 
Tyson Barrie said. 

Still, the Oilers entered the third period with a two-goal lead, an 
advantage that shrunk to one with 3:15 left in regulation. That’s when 
Devils defensive defenceman Ryan Graves weaved his way through the 
Oilers zone and squeezed a shot through Stuart Skinner’s five hole. 

As bad as that was for the Oilers, disaster struck next. 

The next seven seconds were the cause of the defeat — one that came 
in dramatic, stunning fashion. 

The Oilers went with their second line of Leon Draisaitl, Kailer Yamamoto 
and Evander Kane for the ensuing faceoff. That trio was joined by the 
third defence pairing of Barrie and Markus Niemelainen. 

Draisaitl, Edmonton’s most trusted centreman on the draw, lost this one 
to Devils captain Nico Hischier thanks to the help of winger Jesper Bratt. 
Normally, losing possession in that area of the ice isn’t a big deal. This 
time, it proved to be costly. 

Devils blueliner John Marino, once an Oilers draft pick who had to be 
dealt when he wouldn’t sign in Edmonton, was the recipient of the faceoff 
win by Hischier and Bratt. Marino gathered the puck just inside the New 
Jersey zone, slightly right of centre. He looked off a pass along the 
boards. 

Meanwhile, Bratt, who’d helped corral the puck moments earlier, had just 
whirled in from the right wing. In doing so, he completely crossed up 
Niemelainen, who was heading wide to defend him. 

That’s when Marino fired a feed through the middle of the ice, hitting 
Bratt at the far blue line. 

“It’s a set play. Lots of teams run it,” McDavid said. “It’s something that 
you’ve always got to watch out for. They pulled it out at a good time and 
made us pay.” 

Bratt had a step on Niemelainen and Barrie was on the other side of the 
ice and was unable to close fast enough to stop a breakaway. 

“That’s a play we know,” Barrie said. “Unfortunately, they caught us at an 
important time of the game with a good play. We’ve got to be better on 
that one.” 

Skinner, having just surrendered the tying goal, was now facing a hard-
charging Bratt and a clear-cut chance. Bratt fired his shot from the right 
hashmarks and beat Skinner. The puck hit the inside of the post to the 
blocker side before hitting the twine. 

“As a goalie, you’ve got to be able to shake off goals right away,” Skinner 
said. “Just being mentally prepared for the next play. It’s always about 
the next play. 

“I’ve got to be able to make as many saves as I can. It’s my job to make 
that save, especially in a game (that’s) 3-3. It was a nice shot – post and 
in – but I’ve got work to do, and I can make that save.” 

Seven seconds. That was all it took for Draisaitl lose one of his 11 
faceoffs out of 25, for Niemelainen to get faked out, caught wide and not 
have support from Barrie, and for Skinner to allow a breakaway goal. 

“When they score to tie it up, we’ve got to follow it up with a better shift,” 
McDavid said. “You can’t give (up) two goals in (seven) seconds. It’s 
something that you just can’t do.” 

“We didn’t cover it the way we wanted to cover it,” coach Jay Woodcroft 
said. “It was a mistake.” 

Though Barrie accepted his share of blame for the winning goal, his 
partner was more at fault for letting Bratt get away. 
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“We made a few young mistakes tonight,” said Woodcroft, not naming 
Niemelainen. 

Rookie Dylan Holloway also turned the puck over in the neutral zone, 
which led to New Jersey’s first goal. Holloway recorded an assist but 
played just 4:35, the least of all skaters on either team. 

The Oilers had that win firmly in their grasp. Instead, they let it slip away. 

They have no one to blame but themselves after allowing 17 of the 43 
shots to come in the final frame all while surrendering three unanswered 
goals. 

“Being up 3-1 going into the third period, we would have liked to have 
close it out with more authority,” Woodcroft said. 

Instead of moving to 8-3 — which the Devils did — the Oilers fell to a still 
respectable 7-4. 

They weren’t about to take solace in that — not after the way they fell. 

Skinner called it a “tough loss.” There’s no denying that. 

“It’s all about how we come back next game,” he said. 

Before they completely turn the page, however, there’s a lesson to be 
realized — a painful one for the Oilers. 

“These are ones you know you don’t want to let slip away,” Barrie said. 
“But it could be a good learning experience for us moving ahead in bigger 
games and further down the season. This one will stick with us. We won’t 
let it happen again.” 
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Lowetide: Oilers rookie Stuart Skinner is chasing history 

 

Allan Mitchell7-9 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

In the first season the Edmonton Oilers played games in the NHL, the 
club employed six goaltenders. Four of the six had never played in the 
NHL before backstopping the Oilers in 1979-80, although just two (Don 
Cutts and Bob Dupuis) were considered rookies by the NHL. 

In the Oilers’ 40-plus years of existence in the league, the team has 
deployed 20 rookies using the NHL’s definition. 

No. 20 is Stuart Skinner, who is having a major impact on the team early 
in the 2022-23 season. 

Skinner leads all NHL goaltenders in save percentage (.955) and in five-
on-five save percentage (.971). He is calm, cool and collected in net and 
with veteran Jack Campbell still trying to find the range as Edmonton’s 
new No. 1 goalie, a sliver of daylight has appeared for the young backup. 

How much will he play? Is this unusual for an Oilers prospect goalie? 
How well would he need to play in order to become Edmonton’s greatest 
rookie goalie of all time? Here are the answers. 

All-time rookie seasons 

Skinner’s early numbers are stunning, but Oilers rookies over the last 
four decades have some strong stories to tell.  Grant Fuhr was 
undefeated as a rookie from Oct. 21, 1982 through Jan. 13, 1982, a total 
of 23 games. 

Andy Moog became instantly famous in the 1981 playoffs by 
backstopping Edmonton to a shocking first-round sweep of the then-
powerhouse Montreal Canadiens. 

Here are the major rookie goaltenders who played for Edmonton as 
freshmen, with their individual save percentages compared to the league 
average. Four men (highlighted) exceeded the league average save 
percentage as rookies (all Skinner numbers before the Thursday game): 

Player Year Save Pct League Save Pct 

Andy Moog 

1980-81 

0.882 

0.874 

Grant Fuhr 

1981-82 

0.899 

0.871 

Fred Braithwaite 

1993-94 

0.889 

0.893 

Jeff Deslauriers 

2009-10 

0.901 

0.909 

Devan Dubnyk 

2010-11 

0.916 

0.91 

Laurent Brossoit 

2017-18 

0.883 

0.908 

Stuart Skinner 

2022-23 

0.955 

0.9 

Small sample for Skinner, but his performance so far this season has 
been exceptional. He is building a rookie season that could see him get 
recognized in the season ending Calder Trophy voting if he gets enough 
starts. Fuhr finished third in rookie voting, but second in the Vezina 
Trophy race in his first NHL season. 

Is this unusual? 

The most unusual portion of the Skinner story involves his exceptional 
step forward after his first two pro seasons. Here are the splits (two years 
each) that perfectly reflect the point the “light went on” and spiked 
Skinner’s hockey career. 

Years GAA Save Pct 

2018-19, 2019-20 

3.26 

0.892 
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2020-21, 2021-22 

2.29 

0.917 

The splits most resemble Laurent Brossoit among recent Oilers farm 
products who made the NHL grade. That’s a reasonable comparable for 
Skinner, and Brossoit has enjoyed short spurts of excellent play in the 
NHL. His career NHL save percentage, .905, reflects the career of a No. 
2 goaltender. 

Skinner’s trajectory since the beginning of the 2020-21 season is on a 
higher plane, and that includes NHL time last season. 

Calm feet, quick glove 

Skinner’s scouting report back in 2017 talked about his size and 
quickness, with consistency and glove hand mentioned as areas to work 
on. 

Bob Green (Edmonton’s director of player personnel at the time) said on 
draft day, “he’s big, he moves well, he’s athletic and he works at his 
game. We just thought at that point, we thought he might go a little 
earlier, but you never know with goaltenders. We thought in the third 
round he was one of the guys we wanted to get.” 

Since turning the corner in the AHL, and through all of his NHL time to 
this point, Skinner has calm feet, seems ready for every shot (including 
rebounds). He’s confident, not overwhelmed by the moment and doesn’t 
carry a goal scored by the opponent with him to the next flurry of shots 
he’s facing. 

Skinner looks like he belongs in the NHL. The last Oilers goalie to display 
this kind of swagger was Dubnyk. That’s a good sign. 

Chasing history 

It’s safe to say Skinner’s career will not roll out in a way that is similar to 
Fuhr or Moog, who arrived complete straight out of junior. His career 
resume most closely resembles Dubnyk among Oilers draft picks who 
made it. Dubnyk played 43 ECHL and 132 AHL games before embarking 
on his 542-game NHL career. 

Oilers draft history for goaltenders is short and sweet, with Skinner 
already climbing the charts: 

Grant Fuhr 868 

Andy Moog 713 

Devan Dubnyk 542 

Jussi Markkanen 128 

Jeff Deslauriers 62 

Mike Morrison 29 

Darryl Reaugh 27 

Joaquin Gage 23 

Stuart Skinner 18 

Mike Greenlay 2 

Other comparable goalies 

The Brossoit comparable works for Skinner’s minor league spike, but 
what kind of career do the experts project. HockeyProspecting is 
exceptional at finding comparable players from the past who match 
current prospects. The site likes Skinner’s future. 

Philipp Grubauer has enjoyed a solid career in the NHL and has been the 
starter with the Colorado Avalanche and the Seattle Kraken. Jonathan 
Bernier, Trevor Kidd, Jacob Markstrom and Jose Theodore all had 
careers of note in the world’s best league. The average career games 

played for the “full comps” group listed by HockeyProspecting is 418 NHL 
contests and counting. That’s a nice set of comparables. 

Thursday night 

Skinner got the call for his fourth start Thursday night against the New 
Jersey Devils. It came in Game 11, meaning Skinner is currently on track 
for approximately 30 starts in 2022-23. Based on current performance, 
the total starts could reach 35-plus but it’s too soon to know. 

In the first period against the Devils, Skinner made a couple of huge 
stops on an early penalty kill, and stopped 14 of 15 shots. Miles Wood of 
the Devils scored on a great shot in the high slot. 

The second period was quieter, with only 10 shots (all stopped by 
Skinner). Skinner made a point-blank save on Wood and got some help 
from Evan Bouchard on a play in the crease. 

The third period was wild, beginning with another quick release and a 
goal from Wood. By midway through the period, Skinner had stopped all 
three high-danger shots (both Wood goals considered medium difficult by 
Natural Stat Trick) and eight high-danger shots for the game. 

With just over eight minutes left in the third, Wood again sent a bullet to 
the net, this time Skinner’s glove caught was quick enough to keep it 3-2 
Edmonton. 

Late in the game, New Jersey scored two goals in seven seconds to take 
a 4-3 lead. The third goal, by Ryan Graves, was a knuckle puck that 
barely squeaked over the line. 

He finished the game with 40 stops on 44 shots. 

His save percentage for the night was .909, and for the year .944 in a 
dream run for a rookie. 

Skinner’s stopping more pucks than anyone imagined, but that’s not all of 
it. He’s doing it with seeming ease, with repeatable expertise. This is him. 

Oilers fans would do well to exercise patience with Skinner, as Thursday 
night showed. 

The sample remains small. If he continues to stop pucks at his current 
rate, Edmonton will have solved the goaltending questions internally. 

It is the rarest thing of all for the organization. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Shuffling all over, plus one guy we like on every 
team 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille25-32 minutes 04/11/2022 

 

A large chunk of what we do here at Power Rankings HQ revolves 
around The Numbers — probably a little less than you’d guess, but, still, 
a considerable amount. 

Our lil’ weekly ordered list of hockey teams, though, accounts for other 
stuff as well. It must. This sport — this life — goes beyond expected goal 
percentages. These teams are greater than their numbers, and so are 
you. Remember we said that. Stitch it on a pillow. 

And so, we’ve landed on the theme for this week: Guys we like. A lot of 
them are good — but, as you’ll figure out toward the bottom, it wasn’t a 
prerequisite. If you can’t be good, be cool. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
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Record: 10-1-0 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

One guy we like: Linus Ullmark 

Sean: Last season, Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman split the net dead 
even, with 41 starts apiece, and posted nearly identical save 
percentages. Ullmark beat Swayman pretty decisively in Goals Saved 
Above Expected; Swayman had prospect sheen that Ullmark did not. 

So far, 2022-23 has been all Ullmark. He’s 7-0-0 with a .932 save 
percentage and was top 10 leaguewide in GSAx ahead of his 18-for–20 
night against the Rangers on Thursday. The day before that, in 
Pittsburgh, he came back into a game he’d been pulled from and wound 
up getting the win in overtime. What’s not to like about that? He’s been a 
big part of Boston’s hot start, and they’ll need that to continue — 
Swayman is hurt, and he’ll be hurt for a while. 

Dom: If nothing else, the vibes between Boston’s goaltending platoon are 
simply unmatched. The duo’s post-game goalie hug is one of the current 
best traditions in the league – and is still going even with Swayman on 
the shelf. 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 10-2-0 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 2 

One guy we like: Logan Thompson 

Sean: Any and all undrafted goalies have a leg up on this sort of thing. 
Throw in how much of Vegas’ season hinges on Thompson’s first 
extended look as a starter, and the fact that he’s been outstanding so far, 
and you’ve got a no-brainer. Lots of people around that team believed in 
him preseason. It’s early, but it seems like they were on to something. 
He’s at .934 on the season after a 36-save Thursday against Ottawa. 

Dom: Thompson fits Vegas’s early m.o. perfectly: A misfit who seized a 
bigger opportunity, shining in a bigger role than expected. So… give it a 
couple years before he’s traded for a shinier toy. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 7-2-1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 3 

One guy we like: Andrei Svechnikov 

Dom: A quick rule of thumb here is that if you have scored a Michigan in 
the NHL, you automatically qualify under “guys we like” and Andrei 
Svechnikov started the wave. 

What’s helping this season is that he’s finally breaking out into the elite 
talent everyone figured he could one day be. Year after year, he was a 
trendy breakout pick and this year we’re seeing that in motion. Eight 
goals and 11 points in his first 10 games is pretty great. 

Sean: Rod Brind’Amour gave us a couple good bits on Svechnikov a few 
weeks back: “He’s got the dawg in him. He wants to get better. I can’t get 
this guy out of the rink. We go for an hour in practice, which is long for 
NHL standards, and he’s staying out there. Then he comes off the ice 
and he’s in our shooting room, and he’s just firing and firing. I’m just like, 
‘dude …’ This is just who he is.” 

So he does fun stuff and works so hard that Rod Brind’Amour tells him to 
chill. That’ll work. 

4. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 6-4-1 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

One guy we like: Matthew Tkachuk 

Dom: There were doubts about how Matthew Tkachuks’ game would 
translate in a new locale away from Calgary’s super-powered top line. 
After 11 games, it’s plain to see that Tkachuk is the absolute real deal as 
one of the game’s rarest players. 

Sean did a spit-take yesterday when he saw how the ol’ model is rating 
him these days (5.7 projected wins), but he’s right where he left off to 
start the season. Through 11 games he’s got five goals, 10 assists and 
absolutely stupid numbers at five-on-five. And he’s been unlucky too with 
an individual expected goal rate above eight. He’s one of the best players 
in hockey. 

But beyond being a model favorite, it’s his uniqueness and general vibe 
that make him an official Guy We Like. He’s a fun player to watch and is 
dominant on and off the puck. Florida got a good one. 

5. Colorado Avalanche 

I feel like we could drop in one of these each week. 

Dom: There are so many ridiculously fun players in the league these 
days, but Cale is right near the top. He might be number two behind 
Connor McDavid and if you said he’s number one I wouldn’t even be 
mad. That boy nice. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 7-3-1 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 4 

One guy we like: Jake Oettinger 

Dom: Sometimes we can all get a little caught up in small-sample 
madness, especially come playoff time. Jake Oettinger had potential to 
fall into that trap after a scene-stealing first round last year – but it was 
also extremely difficult to see him not turn into a star with that 
performance. Sometimes, seven games is enough. 

Early in this season, he’s looking the part and while Dallas has looked 
strong enough to not need elite netminding, it sure helps having 
Oettinger back there. He’s got a swagger in net that makes him feel 
absolutely unbeatable when he’s on. 

Sean: Just get this squad to the playoffs, please. 

7. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 7-4-0 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 8 

One guy we like: Leon Draisaitl 

Sean: I get stronger Jaromir Jagr vibes from Draisaitl with each season. 
It’s not a perfect comparison, but it’s also impossible to watch the Oilers’ 
power play and not wonder whether Drasaitl has the most complete 5-on-
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4 toolkit we’ve seen since prime-era No. 68. He’s the most dangerous 
passer and shooter on the ice. Doesn’t happen often. He’s so good, in 
fact, that I don’t even care that he seems to have bailed on playing 
defense for the time being (goals percentage: 48.0, expected goals 
percentage: 47.6) 

Also, at the risk of having my PHWA card revoked, I think he’s funny. 

Dom: From a critical standpoint, “but his defense” still unfortunately 
stands. But when he’s scoring a million points-per-game I’m inclined to 
just say “I don’t care anymore, I love this man.” He showed that in the 
playoffs and he’s continued to do so this season. There’s a threshold of 
scoring where “but his defense” starts losing merit. Around two points-per 
game — which Draisaitl was at during the playoffs and is doing so again 
this season — is probably the benchmark. 

8. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 8-3-0 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 6 

One guy we like: Nico Hischier 

Dom: Around Power Rankings HQ, we’ve become Big Devils Guys over 
the last couple weeks. Clearly. New Jersey is playing an extremely fun 
brand of hockey that gets results while also being exciting. Who’d have 
thought that was allowed in this league? 

That meant a lot of worthy choices because this team has a lot of guys 
we like, but Nico Hischier is one that needs his due right now. Jack 
Hughes is the team’s superstar, Jesper Bratt is red hot, Dougie Hamilton 
is back, John Marino was a steal — but it’s Hischier who feels like the 
glue. 

Hischier is taking the team’s toughest minutes while simultaneously 
producing and playing Selke-level defense. Last season was the year 
Hughes arrived as a superstar. This is the year Hischier does the same. 

9. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 6-4-2 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

One guy we like: K’Andre Miller 

Dom: A very trendy pick for anyone who follows the Rangers and for 
good reason: Miller is legit. There isn’t much he doesn’t do well and his 
emergence starting with last year’s second half is a big reason the 
Rangers are starting to earn their stripes as a legitimate contender. I’d 
love to see him line up for a few games next to Adam Fox, but for now, 
the Rangers look relatively set with two top pairs anchored by excellent 
rearguards. 

Sean: I also respect his dedication to candy corn. 

10. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 5-4-0 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

One guy we like: Michael Stone 

Sean: Not an original point here — I’ll give that one to Hailey Salvian — 
but there’s something very satisfying about watching folks react upon 
seeing Stone drop a bomb from the top of the circles for the first time. 

Michael Stone scores first in tonight's Battle of Alberta with a cannon 
from the point. 

The incongruity is what makes it work; Stone has played more than 500 
NHL games and busted his ass the entire time. He’s somehow signed 
five contracts with the Flames since the start of the 2019 season. Five! 
With the same team! And now he’s got five points in his last eight games. 
Not bad for a seventh defenseman. 

Dom: We love a glow-up and few defenders have had a bigger one than 
Stone over the last two seasons. He’s not looking like a seventh 
defenseman lately – he can play! 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 6-4-1 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

One guy we like: Nikita Kucherov 

Sean: Who in the league can you say has a more aesthetically pleasing 
game than Kucherov? Like, who really has him beat? It might be a zero-
man list. 

From a more objective standpoint, there are probably some reasons to 
feel a twinge of concern over the Lightning. Maybe the start of a twinge. 
Rumors of a start of a twinge. Kucherov, regardless, is not among them. 
He’s got 16 points in 11 games and an expected goals percentage of 
56.31. 

Dom: He’s an artiste, one of the game’s true visionaries. He also remains 
the proud owner of the sports world’s greatest postgame press 
conferences. That counts for a lot here. 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 7-3-0 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

One guy we like: Tage Thompson 

Dom: This whole exercise started because of one man, one very large 
man: Tage Thompson. If there’s any player who best exhibits the 
importance of Good Vibes, it’s Tage. There are a lot of fun things in 
hockey, but all of those things are made much more fun when it’s a 6-
foot-6 behemoth doing them. Put power play clap bombs at the top of 
that list. 

Thompson’s development has been truly incredible to witness (there 
couldn’t have been anyone who saw this coming a few years ago) and 
Power Rankings HQ’s official favorite reply guy never lets me live a day 
without reminding me of an all-time bad call. 

Tage rules. Also this is an official request that he just gets the “Sid”, 
“LeBron”, “Kobe” treatment: just “Tage.” 

Sean: I will also accept “Big Strong Tage.” 

Dom: “Mt. Tage.” 

13. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 5-5-1 
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Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

One guy we like: Calen Addison 

Sean: He’s our first Mustache Guy, and our youngest, but he isn’t the 
last. 

Addison was generally slept on as a Calder candidate, which seemed 
like a mistake. He came into the season with some NHL experience 
under his belt and a spot on the Wild’s power play, and he’s made the 
most of it. Everyone loves an undersized PP QB. 

Dom: Great name. Great ‘stache. Great vibes. 

14. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 5-4-2 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 15 

One guy we like: Ilya Samsonov 

Dom: Hard to choose from the league’s most unlikeable team, but for 
now we’ll go with the new guy in net. The Leafs struggling out of the gate 
and it’s not goaltending? Wild stuff. Ilya Samsonov has been a rock so 
far and if the rest of the team finally figures its stuff out against a team 
that isn’t ranked 31st in expected goals, they might have something real 
here. 

Toronto needed just one of its weird offseason goalie bets to pan out and 
so far so good with Samsonov. More important is that he passes the vibe 
check. Frankly, we can all “get some smile” these days. 

Sean: Pass. 

15. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 7-4-0 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 14 

One guy we like: Mathew Barzal 

Dom: Through 11 games Mathew Barzal has 11 points… all assists. It’s 
vintage stuff from one of the game’s best playmakers — but it’s not 
without trying. He’s shooting the puck more than ever this season and 
getting more dangerous chances, too. Once those start going in, he’ll 
finally start looking like the guy we all expect him to be. The way he 
moves around the ice remains one of hockey’s best visual treats and it 
helps that the rest of the Islanders are much more watchable these days. 

Sean: I know he’s meshing better with his linemates than he did last 
season, but I’m still annoyed that he doesn’t have a legit 25/30-goal guy 
to play with every night. Not his fault. 

16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 4-5-2 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

One guy we like: Jason Zucker 

Sean: We talked about Calen Addison a bit. Pittsburgh, you might 
remember, drafted him in 2018, then traded him to Minnesota as the 
centerpiece of the Zucker deal. Things haven’t gone according to plan for 

Zucker with the Penguins — he’s been either injured or snakebitten, in 
terms of offensive production, since the jump — but nobody on that 
roster works harder than him. It’s noticeable. Tough not to respect. 

More relevantly, he’s shown signs of clicking with Evgeni Malkin (eight 
points in nine games, 64.9 expected goals rate). Most relevantly, he got 
the Jagr stamp of approval. 

Dom: The Jagr Salute wearing the Robo Penguin? Perfect. No notes. 

17. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 6-4-2 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

One guy we like: Matty Beniers 

Sean: Dude truly is exactly what the Kraken needed. When I’m watching 
Pacific games, I have next to no interest in boring, competent, 
possession-based games. Give me goals. Give me star power. Beniers, 
early in his career as it may be, has both. Like, watch this. 

Ironically, given the book on him in his draft year, the two-way game 
probably isn’t there for him yet, but I couldn’t care less. He’s gonna score 
30 goals as a rookie, and he may well force me to enjoy the Kraken. 
What a remarkable young man! 

Dom: Sometimes my model has projections that make me think: “Why do 
you do this to me? Why are you the way that you are?” Projecting 
Beniers to be a 70-point player on the basis of 10 games last year was 
certainly one of those moments. But add another 12 games to the ledger 
and that projection isn’t looking too wild after all. The Kraken were one of 
the least fun teams to watch last year, and he’s making a big difference 
so far this season. 

Sean: When you ask the model that, does it answer back in a voice that 
suspiciously sounds like your own? 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 6-3-1 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

One guy we like: Kyle Connor 

Dom: We both worship at The Temple Of Phil, so it’s no shock that our 
guy from Winnipeg is Phil Reincarnate. The New Phil. Phil 2.0. 

One of the big things with our Guys We Like is how much we will both 
openly admit that, from a “watching the games” standpoint, neither of us 
will give a lick about defense. From a critical standpoint defense matters, 
sure, fine, but if we’re just sitting down watching a game – give us the 
guy who forgets that 100 feet of ice exists. All offense, baby. 

Connor is usually one of those guys (though his defensive numbers to 
start the season are… good?) but we’re just here for the goals. The OT 
winner last night was vintage Phil which is essentially also vintage 
Connor. 

19. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 6-6-1 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 18 

One guy we like: Gabe Vilardi 
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Sean: Someone from that great big group of Kings forward prospects 
was bound to break out, and Vilardi is — by far — the early leader. It 
feels like a surprise, but it probably shouldn’t. Vilardi is a big dude (6-foot-
3, 215 pounds) with skill and pedigree who’d never played more than 54 
games in a professional season. There was still some meat left on that 
bone, assuming he could stay healthy and skate at an NHL level. So far, 
so good. He’s two goals from his career high, and it’s Nov. 4. 

Will the shooting percentage dip? Sure. Nobody sits at 23.5. But his 
underlyings are strong, and his name ends in a vowel. I’m on board. 

Dom: Remember last year’s seemingly out-of-nowhere but not-that-
surprising breakout from Troy Terry? Vilardi is giving off the same energy 
to start the season. 

20. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 5-5-2 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 22 

One guy we like: Darcy Kuemper 

Sean: I talked to him for the first time in September. He was very 
engaging and had, like, a Disney prince smile. That’s enough to get him 
the title on a team that’s increasingly short on positivity. He’s also been 
as advertised, given the monster deal he signed with the Capitals in the 
offseason, with a .922 save percentage and top-10 GSAx so far. 

Dom: It’s pretty slim pickings in Washington to start, but no problem with 
Kuemper, who is proving that not all former Avalanche goalies will post 
an all-time worst season the year after moving on. 

21. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 4-6-0 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 20 

One guy we like: Brady Tkachuk 

Dom: I will never forget “Brady Tkachuk: Flames fan” and he will forever 
be entrenched as a king of the vibes for immaculate off-ice presence. On 
the ice, he’s been outstanding this season, but that really doesn’t matter 
here. Show us his beers-chugged-per-60. 

Sean: We talked to Keith Tkachuk on “The Athletic Hockey Show,” and 
he was across-the-board great. I couldn’t bring myself to bring up Brady’s 
Saddledome performance, but we talked to Keith about a whoooole lot of 
stuff, and he was great. Another overdone topic came up: The possibility 
of a Tkachuk vs. Tkachuk fight, now that both are in the Atlantic Division. 

Keith’s answer: “There’s plenty of other guys to fight. Plus, Brady would 
destroy Matthew in a fight. There’s no doubt about it. Not even close. 
Matthew knows it. Matthew would try to outsmart him because Matthew 
is pretty smart and pretty quick. Brady might fall for it because Brady’s a 
nice kid off the ice, but he gets on the ice and he gets a little ‘Looney 
Toons.’” 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 5-3-2 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

One guy we like: Moritz Seider Filip Hronek 

Sean: Seider’s early numbers are tough to sign off on, but we were both 
ready to do it — until we saw this. 

Dom: We simply cannot resist a good mustache. It is Movember after all. 

23. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 4-6-1 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 23 

One guy we like: Filip Forsberg 

Dom: Remember our rule about scoring Michigan goals? Yeah, that 
applies here for Filip Forsberg. Up until last year, he wasn’t a guy who 
really dominated the scoresheet or showed up highly on point 
leaderboards – but the quality of those goals was definitely in the 
league’s upper echelon. Forsberg knows how to put on a show with 
some highlight-reel efforts. 

Also, his mustache. That’s an important part of this exercise. 

24. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 3-6-0 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

One guy we like: Brandon Saad 

Dom: I was tempted to put “no one” for the bit. (To the Blues fans racing 
to the comments, this is a joke – there are indeed several Blues players I 
like). I’ll let Sean tell you why we went with Brandon Saad though. 

Sean: I was going to just paste a Google Maps screenshot of the route 
from my apartment to the Pittsburgh suburb Saad grew up in, but that 
seemed unwise. Just know that it’s pretty close. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 5-3-2 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

One guy we like: Carter Hart 

Sean: Nobody should like Hart more than John Tortorella. In seven starts 
this season, he’s saved nearly 14 goals above expected. That’s first in 
the league by nearly three. Insane numbers and the exact season lots of 
folks have been expecting for a while. It’ll be interesting to see a) how 
long he keeps it up and b) how long his teammates are lucky enough to 
keep stringing together some wins — because outside Hart, that roster is 
as brutal as advertised. 

Dom: It’s nice to see a guy start delivering on his potential. Hart has all 
the qualities to be The Guy in net but just didn’t look the part the last two 
seasons. He’s making up for lost time in a big way this season. 

26. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 5-5-1 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 27 

One guy we like: Arber Xhekaj 
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I wish nothing but the best to him and everyone he loves. 

Sean: Yeah, he saw Kassian adjust his elbow pad and pounced. Xhekaj 
also worked at Costco in 2021, as I learned from this story by Marc 
Antoine Godin. Shoutout to his old manager: “She was mad that I had 
hockey and I wasn’t making Costco more of a priority. I don’t think she 
fully understood what level I was at.” 

Dom: That’s an all-time quote. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 5-4-2 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 26 

One guy we like: Alex Stalock 

Dom: Alex Stalock has been through a lot over the last few years so this 
start to the season has been a pleasant sight for the journeyman 
goaltender. He’s somehow keeping one of the league’s absolute worst 
teams away from the league’s basement and deserves nothing but 
respect for that. 

Sean: Feels like one of those years where the Masterton gets sewn up in 
November. 

28. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 3-7-1 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 28 

One guy we like: Trevor Zegras 

Sean: Might as well just use this space to dump clips of whatever cool 
stuff Zegras does in a given week. 

Dom: As someone who is also 175 pounds, I have literally no idea how 
these kids survive in the big leagues. I would perish. I guess “be 
extremely good at hockey” helps and Zegras obviously qualifies. 

Oh yeah, and he’s here because he scores which should give him an 
extra 0.5 GSVA in my opinion. 

29. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 3-6-2 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 29 

One guy we like: Bo Horvat 

Dom: Players with double-digit goals so far this year: Connor McDavid, 
Erik Karlsson (?!), and Bo Horvat. While most of the team has had a 
horrible start to the season, don’t count Horvat among them. He’s doing 
everything he can to right the ship, scoring at a near goal-per-game clip. 
Secure the bag, homie. 

Sean: I’m sure the Canucks wish they had an extra $8 million laying 
around in each of the next seven seasons. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 27 

Record: 3-7-0 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

One guy we like: Patrik Laine 

Sean: Just let him stay healthy and on a line with Johnny Gaudreau for a 
few months, please. Give us what we want. Defense is unnecessary. 

Dom: I want Laine to score 50 goals and be minus-50. All the goals, all 
the time, for everybody. 

31. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 3-8-2 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

One guy we like: Erik Karlsson 

Sean: Here we have a former Mustache Guy. His resurgence started in 
earnest last season, and it’s been great to watch it progress. I’ve never 
witnessed anything firsthand quite like Prime Karlsson, and I hope he’s 
got enough in the tank to manifest a trade to a relevant team. I don’t 
know how it happens, given his $11.5 million salary through 2027, but as 
long as he’s playing this well, it’s … less impossible, I guess. 

Dom: Karlsson still has the juice and is a very easy player to root for. 
Prime Karlsson was a breathtaking force, one of the absolute must-see 
players league-wide. And Prime Karlsson never did anything like this 
which is what makes this start so incredible. Ten goals and 18 points in 
13 games is unfathomable. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 3-6-1 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

One guy we like: Christian Fischer 

Dom: It was… hard to pick a guy from a team that is designed to fail. For 
now, we’re just going to give some kudos to Christian Fischer who has 
six points in 10 games and is one of the few Coyotes who hasn’t been an 
unmitigated disaster for Arizona at five-on-five this year. Could I tell you 
anything about what Fischer does on the ice that makes him good or 
OK? Absolutely not. But no one said these choices had to be in any way 
rational. He just seems like a nice guy who deserves some love on a 
team where there aren’t many players who do. 

Also in the running was Dysin Mayo who continues to have one of the 
greatest names of all time. This was important to us. 

Sean: I’ve talked to a lot of guys who played with Fischer with the U.S. 
National Developmental Team, and they all say he’s cool. So sure, let’s 
go. 
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As the calendar flipped to November of the 2022-23 NHL season, some 
early-season trends flopped, while others have taken firmer hold. And as 
injuries have started to pile up, there are certain players who need to 
step into larger roles -- or just start producing more with the opportunities 
they've been given. 

For this week's NHL Power Rankings, we identified one player for each 
club who must step up in the coming days and weeks. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the previous edition,  

Published Oct. 28. Points paces are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.909 

Next seven days: @ TOR (Nov. 5), vs. STL (Nov. 7), vs. CGY (Nov. 10) 

Trent Frederic has been getting opportunities with this red-hot Bruins 
team, and he could be doing more. Frederic plays with a kind of reckless 
abandon that can hurt him, but coach Jim Montgomery has tapped 
Boston's 2016 first-round pick over other options and seen him produce 
only three points in nine games. What more is there from him? 

2. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.833 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Nov. 5), @ TOR (Nov. 8), @ BUF (Nov. 10) 

Zach Whitecloud is one of those young defenders right on the cusp. 
Vegas has been scary good to start this season, and it's the perfect time 
for Whitecloud to elevate his burgeoning talent further. The 25-year-old 
clearly tries to make something happen each shift; there's room for him to 
push his way up even further. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.750 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Nov. 4), vs. TOR (Nov. 6), @ FLA (Nov. 9), 
vs. EDM (Nov. 10) 

Teuvo Teravainen is top-five in average ice time for the Hurricanes (over 
17 minutes per game) but curiously managed only three assists through 
his first nine games. The winger is coming off a 65-point campaign, 
proving there's more Teravainen can offer to Carolina's offense (which 
has been middle of the pack, netting 3.25 goals per game). 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.556 

Next seven days: vs. NJ (Nov. 5), @ NYI (Nov. 7), @ NJ (Nov. 8), @ 
BOS (Nov. 10) 

Jonathan Huberdeau called himself out this week, claiming he's "way 
better than what I am right now." Calgary trusts that to be the case. 
Huberdeau hasn't caught fire with the Flames like Nazem Kadri has; the 
former Panther registered just one 5-on-5 point through eight games and 
hasn't been defensively sharp. 

5. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.636 

Next seven days: vs. DAL (Nov. 5), @ WSH (Nov. 7), @ TB (Nov. 8), @ 
CAR (Nov. 10) 

Jack Campbell signed a big-ticket offseason deal to be Edmonton's next 
starting goaltender. The Oilers are still waiting on their full return. 
Campbell struggled out of the gate with an .881 save percentage and a 
3.91 goals-against average through six starts (albeit with a 5-2-0 record). 
The veteran was shaky enough for coach Jay Woodcroft to start leaning 
on Stuart Skinner instead. But Campbell finding his form is of utmost 
importance for Edmonton. 

6. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.583 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Nov. 6), vs. NYI (Nov. 8), @ DET (Nov. 10) 

Kaapo Kakko can do it all -- except score. The young winger has run into 
an abyss of bad bounces that overshadows his confidence with the puck 
and improved all-around game. The Rangers are bottom-third in goals 
this season and require more secondary scoring. It's players such as 
Kakko -- who has potted just two goals through 11 games -- who must 
start providing it. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.591 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Nov. 5), vs. EDM (Nov. 8) 

Mikhail Sergachev didn't mince words this week discussing the 
"unacceptable" chances Tampa Bay have been giving up defensively. 
Now that Victor Hedman is day-to-day with an upper-body injury, it will 
fall even more on Sergachev to shore up the Lightning's back end. 
Sergachev has had a solid offensive start to this season, but more 
attention to detail in Tampa Bay's end and limiting those high-quality 
scoring opportunities against will be critical. 

8. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.727 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Nov. 5), vs. CGY (Nov. 8), vs. OTT (Nov. 10) 

Jesper Boqvist is going to get a bigger opportunity in the Devils' lineup 
now that Ondrej Palat is sidelined by injury. It's the perfect time for 
Boqvist to reset. He has been a healthy scratch while New Jersey found 
its rhythm early, and as Boqvist reenters the chat, refreshed and ready, 
he can pick up where that successful 2021-22 season ended and 
contribute to New Jersey's surprisingly hot start. 

9. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Nov. 4), vs. CBJ (Nov. 5), vs. NSH (Nov. 10) 

Alex Newhook faced the unenviable task of filling Colorado's vacant 
second-line center role when Nazem Kadri departed in free agency. 
That's still a work in progress -- and the Avalanche need Newhook to 
complete the transition. He started with just one goal through nine games 
and was a minus-four, statistics that don't reflect what Colorado feels 
he's capable of with an expanded opportunity. 

10. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.591 
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Next seven days: @ LA (Nov. 5), @ ANA (Nov. 6), vs. CAR (Nov. 9) 

Sam Bennett has been an anomaly this season, generating one of the 
highest rates for expected goals per 60 minutes among forwards -- 
without the results to show for it. Florida would benefit from a change 
there. Bennett had one goal and four assists through 10 games while 
averaging nearly 20 minutes per game. The sooner Bennett can start 
capitalizing on his opportunities, the better. 

11. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 0.682 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Nov. 5), @ WPG (Nov. 8) 

Scott Wedgewood has enormous skates to fill as Dallas' starter while 
Jake Oettinger is sidelined by a lower-body injury. Cap issues prevented 
the Stars from recalling veteran Anton Khudobin to back him up, so it's 
rookie Matt Murray -- fresh from signing his entry-level contract -- behind 
Wedgewood. Which basically means it's on the veteran to hold Dallas 
afloat in net until Oettinger returns. 

12. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.700 

Next seven days: @ CAR (Nov. 4), @ TB (Nov. 5), vs. ARI (Nov. 8), vs. 
VGK (Nov. 10) 

Jacob Bryson got bumped up to the Sabres' top defense pairing with 
Rasmus Dahlin when a trio of Buffalo's blueliners got hurt. Now's the time 
for Bryson to show why it's worth it to give him more opportunity. Buffalo 
is among the top 10 in shots against this season, and it will be counting 
on Bryson, playing higher in the lineup, to help keep the back end stable 
until healthy bodies return. 

13. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.636 

Next seven days: @ DET (Nov. 5), vs. CGY (Nov. 7), @ NYR (Nov. 8), 
vs. ARI (Nov. 10) 

Anthony Beauvillier scored a key go-ahead goal for the Islanders this 
week in a come-from-behind victory over the Rangers. Is that a sign of 
more impact plays to come? Beauvillier logs significant time for New York 
at 5-on-5, and he could be even more involved in the Islanders' growing 
success out of the gate. The winger logged three goals in his first nine 
games, but perhaps the floodgates are about to open. 

14. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.545 

Next seven days: vs. BOS (Nov. 5), @ CAR (Nov. 6), vs. VGK (Nov. 8) 

Justin Holl has landed top-pair billing as Toronto tries to figure out its 
defensive issues. That position comes with hefty responsibilities and too 
often Holl looks like a liability. He's taken ill-timed penalties, struggled 
regularly on breakouts and can get turned around by too-quick 
competition. Jake Muzzin might not be back for a while; Holl has to give 
the Leafs more. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.454 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Nov. 5), @ WSH (Nov. 9) 

Kris Letang hasn't looked like Kris Letang. His early-season 
performances have been plagued by uncharacteristic mental mistakes, 
including egregious overpassing and forcing plays that aren't there, while 
being frequently caught out of position. Letang needs to find his way, 
though, and help Pittsburgh steer out of its recent skid. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Nov. 5), vs. MIN (Nov. 8), vs. CHI (Nov. 10) 

Cal Petersen might be the backup goaltender in Los Angeles, but the 
Kings need a solid tandem of Petersen and Jonathan Quick to reach the 
next level. Neither goaltender has been off to his strongest start thus far, 
and L.A.'s defense has been too porous. It's a tough combination. 
Petersen could help take some pressure off Quick with better 
performances. 

17. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Nov. 5), vs. EDM (Nov. 7), vs. PIT (Nov. 9) 

Evgeny Kuznetsov haș to get rolling. He failed to register a single goal 
through the team's first 10 games while averaging almost 18 minutes per 
contest, and this was while Washington has taken a beating injury-wise 
(Connor Brown is the latest forward to be knocked out of the lineup, 
possibly out for the season). The Capitals expect more from Kuznetsov. 

18. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.600 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Nov. 5), vs. STL (Nov. 8), @ CBJ (Nov. 10) 

Travis Konecny responded well to being benched by coach John 
Tortorella last week. The Flyers forward should now increase his 
contributions further. Philadelphia has to take some pressure off Carter 
Hart to be the savior, and Konecny can do that by leveraging his 20-plus 
minutes per contest into a stronger 200-foot game that complements a 
continued point-per-game pace from here. 

19. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.583 

Next seven days: @ PIT (Nov. 5), vs. NSH (Nov. 8) 

Alex Wennberg hasn't found his best offensive game this season with 
only one goal and five points in 11 games. Seattle has higher 
expectations than that considering Wennberg's prominent place (at 19-
plus minutes of ice time per game) in the lineup. The Kraken are anxious 
to put the difficulties of their inaugural season behind them. Wennberg 
should be more involved in making that a reality. 

20. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: @ LA (Nov. 8), @ ANA (Nov. 9) 

Matt Dumba has long been a key player on Minnesota's defense, and the 
Wild want to see that continue. But their veteran defender has wrestled 
against some opponents' faster skaters, and he has paced all Wild 
blueliners in giveaways per 60 minutes (2.30) through 10 games. He's 
due for a breakthrough. 
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21. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.650 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (Nov. 5), vs. DAL (Nov. 8) 

Kyle Connor hasn't scored a goal since the Jets' first game of the 
season, marking his longest goal-scoring drought (seven games and 
counting) in over three years. It's a strange spot in which to find Connor, 
given he narrowly missed the 50-goal mark in 2021-22. Winnipeg is off to 
a decent start, but more contributions from Connor would keep the good 
vibes going. 

22. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.600 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Nov. 5), @ NYR (Nov. 6), vs. MTL (Nov. 8), 
vs. NYR (Nov. 10) 

Andrew Copp's offseason core surgery robbed him of valuable training 
camp and preseason experience, and that has likely contributed to his 
slow start on a new team. Detroit can't wait for Copp to pop off. He added 
just three assists through his first nine games in a top-six role, which is 
where the Red Wings want him. Copp is capable of more. 

23. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.400 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Nov. 5), vs. VAN (Nov. 8), @ NJ (Nov. 10) 

Nikita Zaitsev could see a rapidly increased role on Ottawa's blue line 
now that Artem Zub is injured. The Senators are counting on Zaitsev -- 
who's been in and out of the lineup this season -- to provide some 
stability and support as the team navigates this recent rough patch. 
Zaitsev has been capable of that before; will he rise to the occasion 
again now if called upon? 

24. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 0.500 

Next seven days: vs. VGK (Nov. 5), @ DET (Nov. 8), vs. VAN (Nov. 9) 

Mike Hoffman apparently isn't feeding off the youthful energy in 
Montreal's forward ranks. The veteran netted just one goal and two 
points through his first nine games, a quiet start that hasn't 
complemented the Canadiens' impressive offensive openings from Nick 
Suzuki & Co. Montreal's sustainability up front depends on guys like 
Hoffman doing their jobs, too. 

25. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.409 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Nov. 5), @ SEA (Nov. 8), @ COL (Nov. 10) 

Matt Duchene could be the spark plug Nashville needs to relight its 
offensive attack. He's coming off a career year that hasn't translated into 
this new campaign, in which Duchene registered just two goals through 
10 games with a shooting percentage of 8.3%. The Predators are 
desperate for more offense -- they're averaging the fourth-fewest goals 
per game in the league -- and an emergent Duchene could do a lot for 
the club's overall confidence up front. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.545 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Nov. 5), @ LA (Nov. 10) 

Jack Johnson has been thrust into a larger role for the Blackhawks now 
that Seth Jones is out three to four weeks with a thumb injury. What does 
the veteran -- and recent Stanley Cup champion -- have to give in that 
position? Johnson projects to see more power-play time and overall 
minutes in Jones' absence, so there's no time like the present to put on 
his best showing. 

27. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 0.333 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Nov. 7), @ PHI (Nov. 8), vs. SJ (Nov. 10) 

Ryan O'Reilly decried his own "absolutely horrible" first few weeks to this 
season and the stats back him up -- the Blues' captain had just one goal 
in eight games and was minus-11. It's been that sort of start throughout 
St. Louis' lineup, and O'Reilly's words won't truly land without more 
action. The veteran can lead by example in righting the Blues' ship before 
it's lost to sea. 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.308 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (Nov. 5), @ STL (Nov. 10) 

Tomas Hertl turned last season's 30-goal outing into an eight-year 
extension with San Jose. Now the Sharks can't score -- they're averaging 
the second-fewest goals per game in the league -- and Hertl is largely 
absent from the action with one goal in 12 games. It's long past time he 
increases the output. 

29. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.364 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (Nov. 5), @ OTT (Nov. 8), @ MTL (Nov. 9) 

Brock Boeser is back in the Canucks' lineup following a three-game 
absence, and Vancouver is desperate for him to produce. The star 
forward had just four assists in his first six games while the Canucks 
struggled in all facets. Now that the roster is getting healthy, Boeser 
needs to be at the forefront of the team's turnaround for it to have a shot 
at real improvement. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.300 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Nov. 4), vs. COL (Nov. 5), vs. PHI (Nov. 10) 

Erik Gudbranson signed a four-year, $16 million contract with Columbus 
in the offseason. The Blue Jackets are desperate for more dividends. 
Columbus' back end has been leaky with poor puck management leading 
to one of the worst goals-against averages (4.11) in the league. 
Gudbranson was acquired to be a veteran boost to the team's back end. 
There's ample room to improve. 

31. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.318 

Next seven days: @ SJ (Nov. 5), vs. FLA (Nov. 6), vs. MIN (Nov. 9) 

Cam Fowler has made a career out of being Anaheim's defensive 
stalwart, and the Ducks will lean on that veteran presence more than 
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ever now. Jamie Drysdale's upper-body injury leaves Anaheim light on 
right-shot blueliners, and it's Fowler who'll slide to his off side most of the 
time. Anaheim has had a rocky start to this season defensively already; 
Fowler stepping up here sends a message about staying resilient through 
adversity. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.350 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Nov. 5), @ BUF (Nov. 8), @ NYI (Nov. 10) 

Barrett Hayton seemed on track for a breakout season that hasn't exactly 
materialized yet. The Coyotes' fifth overall pick in 2018 had 10 goals and 
24 points in 60 games last season, but that momentum hasn't carried 
over, as Hayton sits with zero points through nine games while clocking 
over 15 minutes of ice time per contest. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unselfish as ever, Oilers' McDavid picking spots effectively 
amid scoring tear 

 

Adam Vingan and Mark Spector November 4, 2022, 6:29 PM 

 

Individually, Connor McDavid has pretty much done it all. Two Hart 
Trophies. Three Ted Lindsay Awards. Four Art Ross Trophies. He’s an 
all-time great before the age of 26.  

Before this season, though, McDavid had never scored 10 goals in his 
first 10 games of an NHL season. He took care of that with two goals 
Tuesday against the Predators, then added another in the Oilers’ loss to 
the Devils on Thursday, giving him a league-leading 12 on the season.   

In doing so, McDavid became the first player since Nikita Kucherov in 
2017-18 to score 12 goals in his team’s first 11 games.   

It’s probably too soon for 50-in-50 talk, but who would doubt McDavid at 
this point? We learned long ago that any sentence beginning with, 
“There’s no way that Connor McDavid can…” is destined not to age well.  

But maybe we’re not thinking big enough. As teammate Leon Draisaitl 
told Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman over the summer, “I said to (McDavid) 
that he needs to score 60 goals, because I know that he can, and I think 
he should be every year. He’s just that unselfish.”  

“Leo and I are pretty good buddies,” McDavid smiled on Friday. “He 
always tells me that.”  

Interestingly, early in the new season McDavid isn’t doing much 
differently in terms of creating offence for himself. His shot rate, offensive 
zone possession time and shot selection are in line with where they were 
last season, when he scored a career-high 44 goals in 80 games.   

If anything, McDavid is actually being more unselfish than he’s ever 
been. His average of 9.6 slot pass attempts per game is by far the 
highest of his career. (The previous high was 7.6 in 2019-20.)  

That apparent shift is most noticeable on the rush, where McDavid is 
dishing the puck 2.4 times per game, twice as much as he did a season 
ago.   

It’d be easy to assume that McDavid, who has scored 100 of his 251 
career goals off the rush, is calling his own number more often this 
season. But that’s not the case.  

“I thought he was shooting more,” said sometimes winger Zach Hyman, 
who fed McDavid for a two-on-one goal Thursday. (He’s not.)  

“Is he shooting from different areas?” (No.)  

“I think he’s had more of a shooting mindset so far. I think he’s scored 
more on the power play, hasn’t he? (Six PPG in 11 games this season, 
four in 11 games last year.)  

“I think he could have more too,” adds Hyman. “Sometimes when a guy 
goes on a hot streak, it’s like ‘Wow, everything is going in for that guy 
right now.’ But for him, I feel like not necessarily everything is going in. 
It’s like he's getting more Grade A (chances) that aren't falling for him. So 
it kind of seems sustainable.” 

Actually, even that observation is a bit of a mirage.  

McDavid’s expected goals and shot quality are not appreciably different 
this season than last. He seldom shoots from beyond the top or edges of 
the circles, and never scores from considerable distance. 

So, with all of those fancy stats in mind, what’s the difference this 
season?  

“Maybe just being a little more aggressive? Taking pucks to the net a 
little bit more, maybe? I don't know. I don't know what it is,” McDavid 
said. “I think it just shows that, sometimes, analytics are a moot point. 
Sometimes it’s just goin’ in for ya.”  

McDavid, like most players in the game, is interested in a conversation 
about his analytics, though unlikely ever to do a deep dive himself. What 
he will admit however, is that with his 26th birthday coming this January 
— and NHL regular season Game No. 500 set for Monday in Washington 
— McDavid has matured.  

He’s not that young, deferential kid anymore, who wants to prove to the 
world how unselfish he is.  

“I was definitely one of those guys who came in and just wanted to make 
my linemates happy, and pass it away,” he said. “And I still want to make 
the right play and set my linemates up. But when the shot’s there, you’ve 
got to take it.  

“I’m playing with some pretty good players, so I'm getting put in some 
good spots. When it’s your turn to shoot the puck, you’ve got to shoot it.”  

The discussion here in Edmonton is whether we should be betting on a 
50-goal season? Or 50 goals in 50 games?  

Can McDavid crack the 50-goal mark after torrid start to the season? 

McDavid will admit to some allure in the former, even if it is ridiculously 
early to start talking about the latter.  

“Every great player in the league has scored 50 goals. It’s obviously 
something I'd like to do one day,” said McDavid. “But it's not the end of 
the world, the be-all-end-all for me.”  

His coach, Jay Woodcroft, does the smart thing. When it comes to puck 
decisions, he stays out of McDavid’s way.  

“I have complete trust that he's going to make the right play,” Woodcroft 
said. “If he does feel that the play to be made is a shot, he's taken it. And 
I 100% trust his decision in that moment.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'It could become our Achilles heel': Once again, Canucks 
penalty kill a cause of concern 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

November 4, 2022, 8:42 PM 
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VANCOUVER — Through their first four games this season, the 
Colorado Avalanche was killing penalties at a 50-per-cent success rate, 
having allowed the same number of power-play goals as they had 
achieved successful kills — seven. 

But this didn’t matter much because the Nathan MacKinnon-Cale Makar 
power play was humming along at 53.8 per cent. The Avalanche also 
had that shiny, new Stanley Cup champion hall pass to show any critics. 

The Vancouver Canucks don’t have one of those. But they do have a 
penalty kill that through 11 games is once again the worst in the National 
Hockey League at 57.6 per cent. And although the Canuck power play is 
on fire at 30.8 per cent, Vancouver’s special teams aggregate of 88.4 is 
still far below the 100 threshold for being average. 

To put their current shorthanded problems into context, at the start of last 
season, the Canucks’ last-ranked penalty killing was so bad through 25 
games (64.6 per cent) that it was a factor in the regime change that cost 
head coach Travis Green and top assistant Nolan Baumgartner their 
jobs.  

On Nov. 17 last season, after the Avalanche power play went 3-for-5 in a 
4-2 victory in Vancouver, Canuck penalty killing bottomed out at 60.3 per 
cent. 

It is worse now, statistically, than it ever was last season. 

In Thursday’s 8-5 pond-hockey win against the Anaheim Ducks, Canuck 
penalty-killers yielded a goal 36 seconds into their first disadvantage, and 
another 56 seconds into their second. 

On Friday, in a practice heavily devoted to shorthanded play, sleep-
deprived PK coach Mike Yeo changed his personnel, removing veteran 
stalwarts J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat from the penalty kill groups. The 3-6-2 
Canucks play the Nashville Predators Saturday at Rogers Arena. 

Yeo wasn’t made available to speak to the media on Friday, but head 
coach Bruce Boudreau did. 

“We all have pride, from coaches down,” Boudreau said of the penalty-kill 
ranking. “We hate to see it; we want to see our numbers up at the top, 
everywhere, all the time. Mike works on this eight hours a day. And 
sometimes you have to build him up because he takes so much pride in 
doing this and talking to players and everything, and when it's not 
working, he blames himself and that's not the right thing to do. 

“One hundred per cent it's eating away at the guys because they know 
they're better at it than what it has shown.” 

All six defencemen practised the penalty kill on Friday behind forward 
pairings of Ilya Mikheyev-Elias Pettersson, Tanner Pearson-Nils Aman, 
and Dakota Joshua-Jack Studnicka. 

Miller led Canuck forwards, and was second on the team behind 
defenceman Tyler Myers, in shorthanded minutes last season. Horvat 
leads forwards in PK time this year, partly because he has been the only 
Vancouver centre capable of winning faceoffs. The rest of the lineup is 4-
for-21 on shorthanded draws, although Pettersson has won two of his 
three. 

“We're just not doing the job,” Miller said. “We can make excuses all we 
want, but there's been too many breakdowns and too many easy ones for 
(opposition power plays). So, yes, we've got to find guys that can do the 
job. It's a frustrating feeling after last year, for how far our PK came. It's a 
crappy feeling.” 

After Boudreau replaced Green as head coach last Dec. 5, the Canucks 
had the league’s 11th-best penalty kill at 80.5 per cent. After signing 
summer free-agent forwards Mikheyev and Curtis Lazar, who is currently 
injured, to help the shorthanded units, no one figured the Canuck penalty 
kill could actually be worse than it was last fall. 

But after Thursday, Vancouver had six of the nine worst penalty killers in 
the NHL in terms of power-play goals against, per 60 minutes. Among 

players who have logged at least five shorthanded minutes, Lazar is last 
in the league at 43.7 PPGA/60. Miller is second last at 32.4. 

“It's a confidence-related thing,” Miller said. “When you believe you're 
going to do it, you just do it. It takes a pretty mentally tough person to go 
out on the PK right now. We have a job to do but, I mean, it's eating away 
at us right now. It could become our Achilles heel. It kind of was our 
Achilles heel in the first 25 games last year.” 

Veteran defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson, fifth-worst on the PPGA/60 
list, said: “It reminds us a little bit of last year where. . . it seemed like 
everything was going in. You're trying to look for options to kill penalties 
and how to get it done.  

“I think it's paying the price: getting the blocks, getting the rebounds 
around our goalies, putting pressure on at the right time — those kinds of 
things. But when you don't have the confidence on your kill, you kind of 
play on your heels a little bit more. I feel like we haven't got the reads that 
we want and we need on the penalty kill.” 

Studnicka and Ethan Bear, acquired last week in trades with Boston and 
Carolina, are new to the Canucks’ penalty kill. 

“The biggest thing I can say is, honestly, just sticking with it,” Bear said 
Friday. “Power plays are going to score goals. When breakdowns 
happen, it's just about going over video and. . . learning how to prevent 
those scenarios again. I think it's just about being hard, physical. When 
you get a chance to clear the puck, making sure it goes down. When you 
get the chance to make a block, selling out for your teammates. Just do 
the little things.” 

• Injured winger Brock Boeser practised Friday but is still not ready to 
play after the entry wound left over from pre-season hand surgery re-
opened, creating infection risks. . . Boudreau said defenceman Travis 
Dermott, out since suffering a concussion during a Sept. 27 practice, 
continues to improve and may be able to travel on the five-game road trip 
that opens Tuesday in Ottawa. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.05.2022 

1258107 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Scout's Analysis: Maple Leafs reality check from a hockey 
operations perspective 

 

Jason BukalaNovember 4, 2022, 11:02 AM 

 

My entire family were Toronto Maple Leafs fans in my youth. My father, 
like others in the Blue and White universe, desperately wants the team to 
win a Stanley Cup. 

My loyalties have changed over my time in the NHL. Obviously working 
for Nashville and Florida over my career will do that. 

In my current role as an analyst at Sportsnet, though, I have zero 
commitment to any one franchise in the league. 

But I do have an opinion, and I’ve been on the inside of NHL hockey 
operations meetings for almost 20 years. 

I apologize, in advance, to those of you who might feel frustrated after 
reading what I’m about to present, but there is a reality that has to be 
examined when discussing the current state of the Leafs. 

Let’s get started: 

CAPPED OUT AND MAXED OUT 

The Maple Leafs are capped out. They have very little wiggle room to 
make a hockey trade. 
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Yes, they have received some relief recently with players like Jake 
Muzzin and Matt Murray going on LTIR, but you have to assume both 
players will return as you plan the future structure of the lineup. This isn’t 
the forum to debate if, or when, they come off LTIR. 

Presenting even more of a challenge is the fact the Leafs cannot take on 
any more contracts. They currently have the maximum 50 players under 
contract. 

DEALING FROM A POSITION OF WEAKNESS 

NHL teams, generally, don’t have an appetite to assist other clubs with 
cap and player relief. Of course, there are exceptions (Arizona!), but 
even those teams have their limits. 

When an NHL team is in “win now” mode, and finds itself struggling, it is 
dealing from a position of weakness. It’s difficult to “win” a trade when the 
team on the other end recognizes you are in a desperate scenario. It’s 
strategically the worst time to be considering a major shakeup within your 
lineup. The cost early on might seem affordable but the long-term 
ramifications can be harsh (especially when too many draft picks are 
traded away). 

IDENTIFYING NEEDS 

There is no doubt in my mind the Leafs' hockey operations department 
has been conducting meetings trying to find a strategy to plug holes on 
the NHL roster. Things are always fluid. 

In my opinion their “D” core is not strong enough and the goaltending 
remains something to keep a close eye on. It took Matt Murray less than 
one week to find himself on LTIR, and this is a team that requires two 
full-time NHL quality goaltenders. 

With all due respect, I don’t have enough confidence in Erik Kallgren as a 
full-time backup. I definitely don’t have enough faith in Kallgren as a 1B 
option. 

Muzzin, Jordie Benn, and Timothy Liljegren being out of the lineup hasn’t 
been ideal. Any combination of those three names replaces a current 
defenceman on their roster. 

Victor Mete is a below-average defender who doesn’t bring enough 
offence to ignore his deficiencies. Filip Kral is somewhere between an 
AHL top four and a six or seven in the NHL. Rasmus Sandin has 
struggled with his puck management and distribution. 

I know the coach has confidence in Justin Holl, and his numbers aren’t 
terrible overall, but he finds ways to lose his check in the defensive zone 
or turnover pucks at the worst times. He looks stressed with the puck on 
his stick. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE? 

Short answer…not much. 

They have to wait it out. They don’t have any wiggle room. 

Sooner than later they will have more options on the back end with the 
return of Liljgren and possibly Benn. At the very least it gives the 
coaching staff more options and creates competition from within. 

TRADE THAT DIDN’T HAPPEN 

The Leafs discussed acquiring Ethan Bear from Carolina before he was 
traded to Vancouver. At the end of the day the cost was deemed too 
expensive and the team didn’t want to part with a draft pick. 

I’m on record stating the Leafs are in a tough spot when it comes to the 
Denis Malgin versus Nick Robertson scenario. Malgin requires waivers to 
be sent to the AHL, Robertson does not. 

Robertson made the team out of training camp, as did Malgin. In my 
opinion the team should have (and maybe they did) shopped Malgin 
coming out of camp. 

If they could have found a buyer willing to invest, say, a fourth-round pick 
in 2023 for his services, would they have been more willing to use a pick 
on Bear? 

I understand not wanting to part with the pick last week, but if they would 
have added the flexibility of the Malgin pick might it have changed the 
strategy? 

Another way to look at it: Is the team better with Bear and Robertson in 
the lineup, or Robertson and Malgin? 

(Note: In my opinion Bear is more of a high-end five than a consistent top 
four option so far in his career. He could be a top four, but on most teams 
he isn’t. For me, he would have taken some of Holl’s minutes and been 
an upgrade for Toronto.) 

MARNER OR NYLANDER? 

Would I consider moving one of these names? In the right situation I 
would consider anything to make the team better. 

Is it realistic in-season? Maybe in Nylander's case, but not likely in 
Marner’s. 

Both of these players are elite offensive talents. One makes significantly 
less money than the other (Marner makes $11M to Nylander's $7M). On 
balance, moving Nylander should be easier than moving Marner. 

If the Leafs are listening on Nylander it has to be a money in/money out 
and one contract slot for one contract slot deal. 

An example of such a deal would be a trade with Arizona. If the Leafs 
target a player like Jakob Chychrun there might be a fit for both teams. 
Chychrun has a reasonable contract that brings cost certainty through 
the 2024-25 season ($4.6 million AAV). 

But is that enough of a return for a highly skilled player like Nylander? 

Players who can take over games offensively, on any given night, are a 
rare breed. There aren’t as many in the league as one might assume. I’m 
not comfortable with the one-for-one deal with Arizona. I also don’t have 
any interest in some of their depth NHL players. There would have to be 
a swap of draft picks included in this deal. Something like Toronto 
acquiring the Coyotes' second-round pick in 2023 in exchange for 
Toronto’s own third in 2023. 

If the Leafs swapped Nylander and their third to Arizona for Chychrun 
and a second, it would also save the Leafs $2.4 million on the cap. 
Nylander does not have a “no trade” or “modified no trade” clause in his 
contract so he can be moved to any team in the league. 

WILL IT HAPPEN?   

I doubt it. At least not now. 

The Leafs are more likely to stay the course through their next stretch of 
games and try to eliminate outside noise instead of making a hasty 
decision. The fact that Chychrun remains on IR in Arizona also puts the 
brakes on a transaction of this magnitude. 

GETTING BACK TO MARNER 

Marner has a no-move clause in his contract that kicks in on July 1 of 
next year. It’s something to be aware of when bringing up his name in 
trade scenarios. The timing, and the fit, have to be right if a transaction 
were to occur at some stage. 

MARNER BENCHING 

I feel like I’m old school when I bring up the supposed “benching” that 
Marner received in Anaheim. 

Missing a shift, or two, isn’t a benching in my mind and players in the 
NHL have to suck it up occasionally. There is nothing wrong with 
coaches at any level holding players accountable. What is wrong is 
millionaire athletes taking their frustrations out on $300 sticks because 
they are upset with being centred out. 
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Sheldon Keefe is the coach. If he is unhappy with how you are playing 
and needs to send a message it’s your job to understand, reflect, and 
adjust. Players aren’t missing pay checks when the coach sits them 
down for a few minutes. Let’s keep things in perspective. 

CLOSING THOUGHTS 

I know for a fact that every decision Kyle Dubas makes is passed through 
the desk of Brendan Shanahan. It’s the way the NHL works. The GM 
reports to the team president. The team president reports to the owner. 
The organization makes decisions together and pull in the same direction 
when assembling their roster. It just so happens that Dubas and Keefe 
are on the front lines. They are the daily faces of the hockey operations 
department. 

The Leafs haven’t played up to their standard to start the season, but this 
isn’t a two-win team through its first 10 games (if it were, the coach would 
most certainly have been shown the door by now). They will be a playoff 
team this year and their results in the spring will determine the future of 
the management group. 

My personal view is there are many teams in the league who are going 
through ups and downs to start the season. The Nashville Predators won 
their first two games out of the gate, but have gone 1-6-1 since. Colorado 
is off to a 4-4-1 start. The Pittsburgh Penguins have lost five straight, and 
the St. Louis Blues six. 

I’m not in love with the Leafs' roster. I would openly debate the 
construction of the team with Dubas face to face (and have over the 
years). The reality is the entire roster has been constructed in an open 
forum within the Leafs' hockey operations department. Everyone has 
been informed all the way up the chain of command. 

Now is not the time to be looking at major roster decisions. It’s never a 
good idea to make moves from a position of weakness. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs hope games against NHL's best will push them to 
another level 

 

Mark Masters 

14-17 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of 
their game against the Boston Bruins on Saturday. 

Toronto stumbled to start the 2022-23 NHL season despite playing eight 
of 11 games against teams that missed the playoffs last year. The 
schedule is about to get much tougher and the Leafs hope that will help 
them regain their form.  

"We know we're going to be challenged to another level and we're 
looking to get to another level as a team," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "I 
think it's a great opportunity and we'll be ready for it." 

"These are going to be hard games and good tests," said defenceman 
Justin Holl. "We wouldn't have it any other way." 

Toronto has played down to its opponent at times, but this group has also 
shown it can rise to the occasion. The Leafs are 2-1-0 against teams that 
made the playoffs last year with home wins over the Washington Capitals 
and Dallas Stars.  

"That's one of the things that's given me confidence all the way through 
the start of this season and certainly through last season," said Keefe. 

"Any time where we had some hiccups along the way, when push came 
to shove in the regular season, we responded very well as a team." 

The trial by fire starts on Saturday when the league-leading Bruins come 
to town. The Leafs swept all three games against their Atlantic Division 
rivals last season.  

The Bruins have won 10 of 11 games this season under new coach Jim 
Montgomery. 

"Boston is going to give us a lot to handle with how they're performing 
right now," said Keefe. "But, we believe in our team. I'm excited for an 
opportunity for us to go against what's been the top team in the NHL so 
far."  

Ilya Samsonov will start against the Bruins while Erik Kallgren, who is 0-
1-2 on the season, will get the call on Sunday against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. Toronto won two of three games against Carolina last 
season.  

"These are some good teams," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "We're 
at the point now in the season where we're kind of in the swing of things 
and our expectation is that nobody's going to take us by surprise ... We 
talked about that today and had a good practice to get focused. So, 
there's no reason why we can't be ready."  

Toronto put forward one of its most complete efforts on Wednesday in a 
5-2 win over the Philadelphia Flyers.  

"We had a lot of opportunities to get more goals, obviously, and not a lot 
fell until, really, later in the game but nothing changed within our format," 
noted winger Mitch Marner. "We still kept the same urgency throughout 
the entire game and that was something great to see. Three tough 
games coming up. We got to make sure we get our rest tonight and be 
ready to take these teams on head on." 

"We're coming off a good win," said Keefe. "We're feeling much better 
about our game coming out of that one." 

The Leafs will take Monday off before hosting the Western Conference-
leading Vegas Golden Knights on Tuesday. The Knights already beat the 
Leafs this season, winning 3-1 on Oct. 24 in Las Vegas. 

'I expect us to be up for the challenge': Leafs prep for NHL's top teams 

The Maple Leafs schedule is a daunting one over the next week, as they 
get set to face the Bruins, Hurricanes and Golden Knights. Those three 
teams currently sit first, second and fourth in league standings and the 
Maple Leafs know they'll have to show up with their best. 

The Leafs like how they handled the rough stuff at the end of 
Wednesday's game. Travis Konecny got into it with Auston Matthews late 
in the third period. Mark Giordano tackled the Flyers forward before he 
could escalate things with the reigning Hart Trophy winner.  

"It's pretty straightforward," Giordano said. "He's our best player and we 
can't have him involved in any fights or anything like that, obviously. It's 
just a mentality of our group when our top guys are in those situations we 
got to get in there." 

"That's kind of what we're all about here," said Matthews. "We always got 
each other's backs. It's not surprising, but obviously it feels good to have 
that support."  

Marner mentioned that he heard some people thought Matthews 
should've fought in that situation.  

"I don't know why you'd want Auston Matthews to fight," Marner said. 
"He's obviously [the] top goal scorer in the league at the moment and you 
don't want him to hurt his wrist or do anything else. That was a great play 
by Gio and just really the whole five guys as a unit to go all in and just 
protect one another." 

Giordano ended up dropping the gloves with Kevin Hayes.  
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"I wouldn't call myself a fighter by any means," the 39-year-old 
defenceman said with a smile. "The emotions were running high on their 
side and on our side as well. It felt like throughout the game it was pretty 
chippy and there was a lot of chirping going back and forth and those 
things happen at the end of scrums all the time. I liked our response." 

Michael Bunting grabbed Konecny when the London, Ont., native went 
back at Matthews following the Giordano tackle.  

"We're not a fighting team," Marner said. “We're a team that goes in 
together and helps each other out and that was a great response by our 
guys."  

"Those are the kinds of things that help build your team a little bit closer," 
Keefe said. "It is great to see." 

Marner: 'I don’t know why you’d want Auston to fight people' 

After Auston Matthews and Travis Konecny started something at the end 
of the Leafs' win over the Flyers. Mark Giordano had seen enough and 
took things into his own hands. The Maple Leafs discuss the veteran's 
actions and say they will always stick up for one of their star players. 

Matthews and Marner both did damage on the power play against the 
Flyers, but Toronto's top line has yet to produce consistently at even 
strength. Matthews and Marner have combined for just three goals in 5-
on-5 play this season.  

Before Wednesday's game, Keefe said he was willing to let the dynamic 
duo work through this dry spell considering the incredible chemistry they 
displayed last season. The coach also said "nothing's off the table" if 
things don't improve.  

"I don't know why [you'd split us up]," Marner said. "It works for us two. I 
mean, you see it. We're not panicked. We're not rushed. So, I mean, we'll 
let everyone else do the panicking and stuff like that. We're getting our 
looks every game, both of us are, and neither of us have scored on a lot 
of them." 

Marner only has 10 shots on net in 5-on-5 play this season (0.9 per 
game). He fired 129 shots on net in 5-on-5 play over 72 games last year 
(1.8 per outing).  

"We're working the O-zone pretty well, spacing out between us, trying to 
find those little holes," Marner said. "I thought we've done a good job of 
that the last couple of games [and] it just hasn't fallen."  

Matthews has scored in three of the last four games, but each goal was 
on the power play. 

Timothy Liljegren will return to the Leafs lineup on Saturday. The 23-
year-old defenceman, who underwent hernia surgery on the eve of 
training camp, will be paired with Rielly.  

"We just got to support each other," Rielly said. "It's always hard when 
you miss time, especially early in the season, so I'll try to take it upon 
myself to communicate and just to talk. We just both want to be 
comfortable and move the puck well. He's a great skater and he's got a 
great sense of the game so I'm sure it won't take him long to get right into 
a rhythm." 

What does Liljegren think about making his season debut in the top four 
while facing the NHL's best team?  

"Perfect," he told reporters with a smile. "Get right back to it ... I was very 
happy with how my season went last year. I took steps throughout the 
season. It was a little bit of a setback here, but that's what I'm going to try 
and do this year as well." 

Although he was scratched in the final five games of the playoffs, 
Liljegren emerged as a feel-good story on Toronto's back end last 
season. He finished in a tie for 11th in Calder Trophy voting.  

"Last year he played some big minutes for us when guys went down and 
he didn't shy away from any moment," said Marner. "It's great to see him 
back with us and humming at practice." 

Liljegren played two games in the American Hockey League as part of a 
conditioning stint late last month.  

"Watching the games back, he did a really nice job in his time with the 
Marlies," noted Keefe. "I'm hoping for Lily to just go out and be himself. 
He was in a real nice groove for us through the tail end of the regular 
season last year and really became an important member of our team 
both at 5-on-5 and on the penalty kill so it's been tough not having him 
through the early going of the season." 

Liljegren will make Leafs season debut Saturday with Rielly 

Timothy Liljegren will make his season debut for the Maple Leafs on 
Saturday when they host the Bruins. Sheldon Keefe is hoping the young 
defenceman eases into things and doesn't try and take on too much as 
he'll be paired up with Morgan Rielly. 

Holl got off to a rough start this season, but his game has stabilized since 
he started playing with T.J. Brodie in Anaheim on Sunday.  

"I like playing with T.J. a lot," said Holl. "He makes it really easy on me. 
He's really smart and always in the right spots. We're just looking to build 
on the two games we've played together." 

Holl is coming off his strongest possession game of the season. The 
Leafs controlled 82.8 per cent of the shot attempts with him on the ice 
against the Flyers, per NaturalStatTrick.com. However, the 30-year-old 
heard some boos from the home fans after committing a series of 
giveaways during a nightmarish shift in the second period.  

Holl started laughing when asked about that moment in the game.  

"Obviously, it didn't look great," he said. "I thought Matthews was going 
to come up over the top and be an option and then, all the sudden, you 
know, the next time you look, when you're about to pass it, he's 
changing, which is obviously not his fault at all, but it's just a little bit of a 
miscommunication. And then you want to get the puck back, but then you 
just give it away. And then the other one was just a little bit out of my 
reach. It would be a little bit harder to swallow if I made a couple plays 
that led to disastrous goals or something like that, but that sort of stuff 
happens." 

Did Holl hear the boo birds?  

"I heard it," he said with another laugh. "I heard it, for sure. But those are 
easy things to forget because, if you've ever played this sport, that stuff 
happens." 

"In the moment, at least, I didn't take that necessarily as all on Justin," 
said Keefe. "I thought it was just some general sloppy play from our team 
for about a 60-second span there where we made  three or four errors. I 
thought other players off the puck were maybe equally responsible."   

The Leafs are confident that Holl can handle it if the fans get on him 
again in the future.  

"He's a guy that stays mentally strong," Marner said. "He knows he's got 
all the respect and love in the world in this locker room so that's all that 
really matters to him." 

"Justin is pretty even keeled and just goes out and plays," said Keefe. 
"Whether it's coaches being hard on him or his teammates being hard on 
him or him being hard on himself, I think he's able to just brush things off 
... I think he has enough intelligence and perspective to be able to just 
get rid of that sort of thing. He's had a long road to get to the NHL and ... 
any time you have a long road you get a lot of doubters and you just got 
to continue to be confident and work. I don't know how many healthy 
scratches he had in a row early in his time here with the Leafs and he 
found his way through that. He's a very resilient guy." 

Holl on boo birds: 'I heard it... but those are easy things to forget' 

Justin Holl received some 'boos' from the hometown crowd after a tough 
shift against the Flyers on Wednesday. The Leafs defenceman says he 
wasn't bothered by them and says everyone makes mistakes in a hockey 
game. 
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Wayne Simmonds was called up from the AHL and will play against the 
Bruins. Pontus Holmberg, who made his NHL debut on Wednesday, will 
be a scratch.  

"It gives us more experience," said Keefe. "Gives us a different presence 
and energy in the lineup. I liked Holmberg's game the other night for his 
first game, but Wayne gives us a different dimension that can help us 
going into the game tomorrow. [It] changes the dynamic of our group a 
little bit when he comes in. So, when we have a chance to put him in and 
we think he can help provide something that's required for the opponent 
then we're going to make that switch."  

Simmonds skated on a line with Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok at 
practice. Engvall will shift to the middle for the first time this season.  

"In terms of that line, it's a bit of a mixed bag," acknowledged Keefe. 
"Guys that haven't necessarily played together. Pierre's playing in the 
middle and he hasn't worked through that this season, but I think he's a 
good and effective centre when he has played there for us over time. I 
suspect our lines will be juggled throughout the game. We'll mix things up 
a little bit." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Simmonds 'changes the dynamic' ahead of Bruins 
showdown 

The Maple Leafs are slotting Wayne Simmonds back into the lineup for 
their contest with the Bruins on Saturday. Mark Masters has more on 
how the return of Simmonds impacts the look of the bottom six. 

Lines at Friday's practice: 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Nylander  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Malgin  

Jarnkrok - Engvall - Simmonds  

Robertson, Holmberg  

Rielly - Liljegren  

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano - Sandin  

Mete - Aube-Kubel  

Samsonov  

Kallgren 
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TSN.CA / On anniversary of his death, wife of former NHLer Marek 
Svatos says he had CTE 

 

Rick Westhead 

7-9 minutes 

 

Marek Svatos, who played parts of eight NHL seasons and skated for 
Slovakia in the 2006 Olympics in Torino, had the degenerative brain 
disease chronic traumatic encephalopathy (CTE) at the time of his death 
in 2016. 

Svatos’ wife, Diana, confirmed his posthumous diagnosis in a series of 
recent interviews with TSN. Diana – who said the date of her husband’s 
death has been misreported on the Internet – wanted to speak publicly 

about Svatos’ life and death because she says it was more complicated 
than media reports have portrayed. 

Svatos died Nov. 4, 2016, at the age of 34 in his home in Lone Tree, 
Colo. A coroner reported Svatos had codeine, morphine and anti-anxiety 
medication in his system when he died, The Denver Post reported at the 
time. His official cause of death was an accidental overdose, Diana said. 

Diana shared how her husband suffered through at least a half-dozen 
documented concussions and at least as many surgeries during his NHL 
career, after being drafted by Colorado in the seventh round of the 2001 
entry draft. 

“I wanted to get my kids to a good place before talking about this, but I 
want people to know that Marek was a good person who loved his family 
and made decisions because of CTE, not because he was a bad 
person,” Diana said. “I don’t know how many times I heard him say ‘the 
lights went out’ after he had had a concussion. I heard it enough times to 
remember that phrase.” 

Diana and met Svatos in 2004 during his NHL rookie season in Denver 
and married in 2007. 

“Marek was never comfortable being the centre of attention,” Diana said. 
“He hated the spotlight. If he had a great game, he’d basically beg the 
media to interview anybody else but him. He was the kind of guy who 
loved to laugh and loved to play a practical joke, usually on me. He would 
say goodbye and leave the house to go to the rink for practice, then drive 
around the block and park before coming back inside to try to scare me 
to death. He was always observing, always with his signature 
mischievous smirk on his face.” 

After donating her husband’s brain to researchers at Boston University 
days after his death, Diana was provided with a three-page pathology 
report on Nov. 12, 2017, that showed Marek had Stage 2 CTE. (There 
are four stages.) 

“One of the main reasons I want to tell this story now is I want to help 
other NHL families." 

“Although Stage 2 is considered to be a mild form of CTE, it is often 
characterized by striking mood and behavioural changes, and sometimes 
memory loss,” Boston University neuropathologist Dr. Ann McKee wrote 
in an email to TSN. “Mr. Svatos suffered from severe depression and 
memory loss that began at age 25 and worsened over time...” 

Svatos’ posthumous diagnosis of CTE is noteworthy because he was 
known as a scorer and playmaker. A winger, his career high for penalty 
minutes in a season was 60. 

Researchers believe CTE not only comes from concussions that might 
be suffered during a fight on the ice, but also from the repeated blows to 
the head and jarring bodychecks that occur routinely during a game. 

CTE can only be diagnosed posthumously. The degenerative brain 
disease is linked to symptoms like personality changes, memory loss and 
impulsive outbursts. It has been discovered in athletes, military veterans, 
and others with a history of repeated hits to the head. 

Diana said the CTE diagnosis has helped her to understand some of her 
husband’s behaviours. She said he would become easily agitated and 
forgetful. 

“I’m not talking about forgetting to take out the garbage,” she said. “I’m 
talking about having a conversation with him and him coming back five 
seconds later saying, ‘What were we talking about?’ That would happen 
three times in a row. It was to the extreme.” 

“He had concussions and all of this pain and everything kind of all fell 
perfectly together in a horrible storm for him.” 

At the same time as he navigated symptoms connected to repeated brain 
trauma, Svatos formed an addiction to the Oxycodone he was given by 
both team and independent doctors to help him recover from a string of 
injuries, his wife said. 
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“He formed a habit,” Diana said. “He had concussions and all of this pain 
and everything kind of all fell perfectly together in a horrible storm for 
him.” 

Diana said a few months before his death, Svatos shared with her that he 
had used heroin to try to mute his pain and that he had tried to take his 
own life. Svatos went to rehab three times to try to break his 
dependence.  

“He didn’t choose to do this to himself or to his family and people need to 
know that. They need to know his full story,” Diana said. “One of the main 
reasons I want to tell this story now is I want to help other NHL families. 

“I’m saying this from a place of love, but the league can do more for 
players during and after their careers. When guys go to rehab, the league 
can follow up with them and with their wives to see how things are going. 
And they can still try to do a better job helping players be prepared for 
what happens after their hockey careers. These guys train their whole life 
to be a pro hockey player, then it’s over, and then they and their families 
start to have problems. Being honest about how big a problem this is 
would be a good first step by the NHL.” 

Svatos also played for Slovakia in world junior tournaments in 2000 and 
2002 and played in the 2010 world championships. He scored 100 goals 
and had 72 assists in 344 NHL games. He played with the Avalanche, 
Nashville Predators and Ottawa Senators before finishing his pro career 
in Slovakia.  

Of the 14 former NHL players whose brains have been studied by 
researchers, 13 have been found to have had CTE. 

“I don’t know how many times I heard him say ‘the lights went out’ after 
he had had a concussion. I heard it enough times to remember that 
phrase.” 

McKee, director of Boston University’s CTE Center, said she is currently 
examining the brains of other former NHL players and will have more 
updates to share publicly about the prevalence of CTE in hockey players 
within about six months. 

NHL players diagnosed with CTE include Ralph Backstrom, Stan Mikita, 
Steve Montador, Todd Ewen, Bob Probert, and Rick Martin. Former 
Toronto Maple Leaf Kurt Walker is the only former NHL player who 
tested negative. 

If CTE can eventually be diagnosed in living patients, researchers would 
be able to begin medical trials to learn whether certain drugs are effective 
at slowing or stopping the damage caused by the disease. 

The NHL has not publicly acknowledged a link between head injuries 
sustained while playing hockey and long-term cognitive disorders. A 
league spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment. 

The NHL in November of 2018 announced an $18.9 million (U.S.) 
settlement with 318 former players who joined a lawsuit accusing the 
league of downplaying the long-term dangers of repeated brain trauma. 
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