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Hurricanes fall to Maple Leafs, 3-1, in a game with distinct Stanley Cup Playoff feel 

By Luke DeCock 

The weather had that feel, warm and full of anticipation. It 
was playoff hockey weather in November, and the parking 
lots outside PNC Arena reflected that Sunday afternoon. 

Throw in the weird start time — 5 p.m., on the day the clocks 
fall back — and the ESPN telecast and a high-powered 
opponent and a standing-room only crowd, and the 
temperature wasn’t the only playoff vibe in the building. 

Sunday’s 3-1 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs just had that 
kind of feel, a battle of matchups and firepower constrained 
in limited space, and — too much like last spring — a failure 
to convert early scoring chances that would come back to 
haunt the Hurricanes. 

And so a four-game winning streak came to a precipitous 
end, not so much because the Hurricanes played poorly — 
although the third goal was a killer — but because they got 
outplayed in a few critical stretches. 

A lull in the second period with a one-goal lead. A goal 
against the fourth line and third pairing, out together. A highly 
skilled goal by two of the Maple Leafs’ stars that the 
Hurricanes’ stars couldn’t match. That was enough. 

“Against a good team like that, you take a little breath, make 
one mistake, they’re going to make you pay,” Hurricanes 
captain Jordan Staal said, just as so many opponents have 
said about the Hurricanes in the past. 

For 35 minutes, the Hurricanes produced a stifling defensive 
performance worthy of the dead-puck era New Jersey Devils 
their red-and-black “reverse retro” jerseys resembled. That 
was good enough for a 1-0 lead after one, thanks to another 
Stefan Noesen power-play goal. Noesen, per his usual, 
scored from within inches of the net, banking a shot from 
below the goal line off the back of Toronto goalie Erik 
Kallgren. 

But the Leafs turned their pressure into a Calle Jarnkrok goal 
against the Hurricanes’ fourth line and third defensive pairing 
with 90 seconds to play in the second period. And even as 
the Hurricanes restored their dominance in possession to 
start the third, swapping Sebastian Aho and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi to no avail, the Leafs scored again on their first 
shot of the period, more than eight minutes in, to make it 2-1. 

Mitch Marner tipped the puck past Brady Sjkei, who couldn’t 
handle it at a long reach, then fed John Tavares at the far 
post. 

“The second half of that second period was not good for us,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were on our 
heels after that penalty we took and they just got momentum. 
Then we had a mess-up, one mess-up in the d-zone there, 
and we left a guy, and that’s all it takes. And so now all of a 
sudden a pretty good game is just thrown out the window.” 

William Nylander made it 3-1 in the final minutes, outracing 
Jaccob Slavin to the puck and then slipping it between 
Frederik Andersen’s legs, a bad goal by any measure. 

It was a hard loss to stomach, given the advantage the 
Hurricanes held for much of the game, holding both Marner 
and Auston Matthews without a shot on goal, against the 
Maple Leafs’ third-string goalie – Kallgren now their de facto 
No. 1 with both Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov injured. 

Toronto’s backup Sunday, watching from the corner of the 
rink, was new signee Keith Petruzzelli, who had been on an 
AHL contract until last night, a former prep school and 
Quinnipiac teammate of Skyler Brind’Amour, the coach’s 
son. 

But Tavares, despite the goal, was overwhelmed in 
possession, and Marner and Matthews had never both been 
held shotless before. That should have led to a better result. 
The Hurricanes made all the little plays. The Leafs made 
enough big ones. 

“You play against high-caliber players like that, you want to 
take away their time and space and take away their 
opportunities,” Slavin said. “And yeah, we did a pretty good 
job of that. But at the end of the day, we’ve got to do it all 
around and against all four lines. We’ve just got to get the job 
done. 

Especially with the Leafs playing in Toronto the night before 
and flying in for the game, with the Hurricanes at home and 
rested, this is a game when the Hurricanes would have 
expected to have an advantage and press it, especially after 
taking an early lead. 

Fortunately for them, it’s just a regular-season game in 
November, whatever else it might have felt like beforehand. 
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NHL weekend power rankings: 5 teams that have already gone from good to bad this year 
By Sean McIndoe 

We’re a month into the season, having closed the book on 
October. The season’s first month is usually a time for 
sorting teams into vague tiers, with the good and bad and the 
mushy middle. The intriguing part is that sometimes the 
results don’t match expectations, and a team and its fan 
base are faced with having to reckon with what might be a 
new reality. 

That said, it’s only one month, so there isn’t room for all that 
many twists and turns. A team has time to settle into a tier, 
let the rest of us form an impression, and then spend the 
season figuring out if we were right. 

Or at least, that’s how it’s supposed to work. But this year 
feels different. It’s been strange, right? There seem to be a 
whole lot of teams that, just a few weeks into the season, 
have already gone through at least two phases, if not more. 
And while we talked about the Devils’ ascent to a (maybe?) 
unstoppable powerhouse in last week’s rankings, there are 
also a whole lot of teams going in the other direction. 

How many? Enough that I’m not sure I can even fit them all 
on this list… 

Top five teams that have already been both good and bad 
this year 

5. Ottawa Senators – We’ll get into the Sens down in the 
bottom five section, but they’ve gone from winning four 
straight to get to 4-2-0 while looking like they could be right in 
the early playoff mix in the Atlantic to five straight regulation 
losses and staring up at everyone other than Columbus. 

4. New York Rangers – You could argue that the Rangers 
have already had three or even four distinct phases. They 
looked good early on, including wins over the Lightning and 
Wild. Then they lost four straight. Then they won three. Now 
they’ve lost their last two, so who knows? Maybe the 
Rangers don’t even belong on this list, but I want to include 
them just for the sheer weirdness of it all. Pick a lane, guys. 

3. Calgary Flames – The Flames have been holding down a 
spot in the top five all year long, thanks to a hot start that 
saw them at 3-0-0 and 5-1-0. But this week saw four straight 
losses, including to teams like the Predators and Kraken that 
they should be beating. I’m not an expert on technical lingo, 
but I feel like the phrase “a complete lack of energy” is bad 
for hockey players. (It is OK for sportswriters.) 

2. Pittsburgh Penguins – Two weeks ago, I had the Penguins 
in the top five on the strength of a 4-0-1 start that had seen 
them outscore the opposition by an average of three goals a 
game. Tristan Jarry looked great, Sidney Crosby was eying 
another Hart Trophy, and it was all good. Since then, it’s 
seven straight losses. Also, Jarry has turned into a pumpkin. 
The beginning of the end? That seems drastic, but it’s kind of 
the vibe right now. 

1. St. Louis Blues – Top spot on this list isn’t a hard call. The 
Blues started the season 3-0-0, and were actually the last 
team left standing with a perfect record (in part due to a 
schedule that had them lagging behind everyone in games 
played, but still). They looked good enough that I felt the 
need to justify leaving them out of the top five in week two. 

It turns out that was the right call because two weeks later 
the Blues are a mess, Doug Armstrong is doing emergency 
damage control, the goaltending stinks, Craig Berube might 
be on the hot seat, Ryan O’Reilly’s UFA value is plummeting 
in front of our eyes, and the Blues have lost six straight in 
regulation while being outscored 30 to 10. They’re absolutely 
flat-lining, and while we can point to a dozen different 
explanations, it’s at least possible that the simplest one is 
correct: They’re just not that good. 

Honorable mentions go to the Predators, who started with a 
pair of wins in Europe but took three weeks to get a second 
win back in North America; the Leafs, who have already 
been through at least two distinct crisis situations but then 
run off a winning streak every time you’re ready to write them 
off; and the Flyers, who might be coming back to earth after 
a hot start that nobody really seemed to buy. 

And for the record, I’m not ready to pull the chute on any of 
those teams. It’s still early-ish, and as long as you haven’t 
gone full Canucks then all it takes is one good week to flip 
the script. But man, it’s been a tough few weeks for those of 
us in the business of pretending we have any real idea of 
what’s going on in this league. 

On to the rankings… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

This sure seems like ugly stuff from Matthew Tkachuk here 
on Saturday night against Jonathan Quick and the Kings. 

It earned him a two-game suspension, which is one of those 
calls that seems to have been designed in a lab to make 
everyone angry. If you’re a Panthers fan or you like Tkachuk 
or you’re just the trusting sort, you think the play was a fluke 
and any suspension at all is unfair. If you think it was 
intentional – and the league apparently did – then I’m not 
sure how a measly two games is a fair penalty for trying to 
stick a goaltender in the eye. So everyone’s mad, which 
apparently is the Department of Player Safety’s corporate 
mission statement. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (7-4-1, +3 true goals differential*) – 
As we just saw, a bunch of teams that we thought were good 
are struggling these days. And since I certainly don’t have 
the guts to give a top-five spot to the Devils, let alone 
someone like Dallas or Winnipeg, I’m going to go back to a 
familiar team to round out this week’s top-five. The Lightning 
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haven’t looked great lately – that win over Ottawa was 
almost comically sloppy – but they’ve picked up nine of their 
last ten points. That’s enough for now, if only because 
they’re a top-five pick that probably won’t make me look 
ridiculous in a few weeks. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (11-2-0, +19) – I was getting a little 
worried that we had a fifth-slot curse going after Florida and 
(especially) Pittsburgh fell back after getting the honor. Not 
the Knights, though, as they’ve now run off seven in a row. 
They haven’t exactly done it against top competition, but 
wins are wins, and Vegas is banking a ton of them while the 
Alberta teams spin their wheels and lose ground. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (8-3-1, +3) – Last night, a 
Leafs/Hurricanes game was won by the team that was forced 
to use a third-string goaltender, which I’m pretty sure has 
never happened before. 

2. Boston Bruins (10-2-0, +20) – They’ve got the best record 
in the East and the best goals differential in hockey, and just 
about nobody has anything good to say about them right 
now. 

We can thank Don Sweeney for that one, after the Bruins’ 
GM decided that now was the time to sign Mitchell Miller. 
That kicked off a disastrous few days that saw the team’s 
own veteran core push back on the move while Gary 
Bettman suggested that Miller may not even be eligible to 
play in the NHL. The public reaction, as you might expect, 
was not positive, and late Sunday night the Bruins reversed 
course and announced they’d part ways with Miller. The 
announcement cited “new information,” and notably was 
released under the name of team president Cam Neely, not 
Sweeney. 

So why did the Bruins do it? And why now? The answer to 
that second question is almost certain that some other team 
would have beaten them to it, and as much as you’d like to 
think that it wouldn’t be your favorite team, don’t be so sure. 
The first question is even easier: Miller is good at hockey. 
He’s a solid prospect, the Bruins don’t have a ton of them, 
and so a team might figure that the rest of it can be hand-
waved away with empty talk about character and teachable 
moments and second chances. 

Most of that is nonsense, but second chances are important, 
especially for young people. Second chances are also 
supposed to be a second step, though, where the first is 
showing some genuine remorse and accountability. We can’t 
know for sure how much of that has happened here, if any, 
although the evidence of any is in short supply. If you’re on 
the fence, be sure to read Fluto’s piece on how this news 
landed with the family of Miller’s victim. And then feel free to 
wonder how any of this could have possibly felt worth it for 
Sweeney and the Bruins. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (6-4-1, +8) – I took a bit of a risk in 
keeping the Avs on top of my long-term rankings even as 
they stumbled out of the gate. They kept me from looking 
dumb this week, taking care of business with apparent ease 
in Finland against the Blue Jackets. They’ve got Carolina 
later this week in what should be a good one. 

Also, this was pretty great: 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars – I said I didn’t have the guts to put 
them in the top five, but we have to at least point out that at 
8-3-1, the Stars are sitting second in the West. They won 
three straight this week, and maybe the most impressive fact 
about that is they did it without Jake Oettinger. He could be 
back soon, but in the meantime, they’ve been just fine with 
Scott Wedgewood. (They also signed Matt Murray, which is 
confusing for me but we’ll allow it.) 

There are two main things I want to touch on with Dallas. 
The first is that Jason Robertson is ridiculous, racking up 18 
points in 12 games after missing just about all of camp. He’s 
combining with Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski to form maybe 
the most dangerous line in the league. And if he can keep it 
up through his new four-year deal, he’s going to make a ton 
of money by betting on himself on a shorter contract rather 
than just jumping at whatever max-length deal the Stars put 
in front of him. 

The other thing I wanted to mention was that this was very 
funny: 

Hockey players are the best and also simultaneously the 
worst. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed the end of regulation between the Canucks 
and Predators, you missed… nothing. 

Thomas is absolutely right. (Cam too.) Look, NHL GMs, I 
know you love the free points and easy path to putting “my 
team was .500” on your resume, but could you please get rid 
of this stupid loser point that sucks so much fun out of the 
league? 

5. Montreal Canadiens (5-6-1, -6) – Last week, I had 
Montreal and Chicago both teetering on the edge of bottom-
five status. I gave both teams the benefit of the doubt, which 
is to say that I doubt either is good. I still do, but we have a 
new team deeper down this list, so I have to bump one of 
them. That will be the Hawks, who did beat the Kings this 
week while the Habs went oh-for-three. It’s been the Cole 
Caufield and Nick Suzuki show in Montreal, which is its own 
kind of fun for the fans but not for Martin St. Louis. 

4. San Jose Sharks (3-8-3, -10) – They lost three straight, 
although all three came in the shootout, so does that even 
count? I’m not supposed to call those losses, so let’s 
rephrase. They… uh… they winlessed three in a row. Is that 
a word? That isn’t a word. They lost three in a row. 

All that said, Erik Karlsson is crushing it this year and that 
rocks. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (4-8-1, -22) – Man they give up a lot of 
goals. More than anyone else in the league, to be specific. 
Five or more on six different occasions, including seven to 
the Islanders and eight to the Canucks. For a young team 
that was going to need a return to form from John Gibson to 
do much of anything, it’s been a rough first month. 
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2. Columbus Blue Jackets (3-9-0, -25) – A mess of a Europe 
trip means we can’t hold off on the Blue Jackets any longer. 
They make their bottom five debut, with a bullet. 

Oh well, as long as the players are staying positive… 

Ah. Well. Nevertheless. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (4-6-1, -14) – With their four-game 
Mullett Arena preview done, they’re back on the road for a 
brutal 14-game trip. They got it off to a decent start with a 
win over the Capitals on Saturday, but you wonder how 
much gas they’ll have left by the time they return home in the 
second week of December. 

At least the Mullett will have a visiting locker room by then. 
The Coyotes might head for it out of force of habit. 

Not ranked: Ottawa Senators – Hot Pierre Summer. 
Lukewarm Pierre Fall? 

As we touched on above, it’s already been a season of 
contrasts. They ran off those four straight wins early, 
including a home-opener win over the Bruins that was the 
only blemish on Boston’s record for weeks. After a busy 
offseason that saw them add Alex DeBrincat and Claude 
Giroux to a young roster that was already poised to improve, 
the Senators looked like the rebuild was finally over. For real 
this time. 

Maybe not. They’ve followed that win streak by losing five in 
a row, all in regulation, leaving them dead last in the Atlantic. 
This is one of those cases where the win-loss record can be 
deceiving, as the Senators underlying numbers at five-on-
five are solid and even their goals differential is even. 
They’ve also been fun to watch, which should count for 

something after years of losing. But they’re giving up too 
many goals, and the offense has already lost Josh Norris for 
months, if not the season. And maybe worst of all, this is 
playing out in a conference where it seems like every other 
projected bubble team is surging. The Devils are dominating, 
the Red Wings look good, the Sabres are a great story, the 
Flyers are winning, the Islanders are back … somehow, 
everyone is overachieving. Everyone but Ottawa, the one 
team that absolutely needed a strong start to justify all that 
well-earned optimism. 

There don’t seem to be a ton of cards available for Pierre 
Dorion to play right now. Jakob Chychrun is still the big name 
out there among defensemen but wouldn’t help right away. A 
coaching change is a possibility, especially if the defensive 
struggles continue, but this hardly feels like a D.J. Smith 
problem. Dorion could choose patience, and he might not be 
wrong. not counting empty-net goals, every loss in this five-
game streak has been by a single goal, so this team is right 
there. And Cam Talbot has only just recently returned after 
missing the start of the season, so maybe he can get the 
goals against under control. 

You’d like to see this team get at least another week or two 
to sort things out. They don’t play a 2022 playoff team in their 
next seven, so there’s a chance to grind points here. There’s 
also a chance to fall out of the race completely, which would 
be brutal for Senators fans, who went into the year expecting 
to at least get to watch some meaningful hockey in the 
second half for the first time in years. We get an intriguing 
matchup with Vancouver tomorrow, one that sees two 
struggling teams that are desperate for a win. One of them 
will get it, and one will have even more to think about. 
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Hurricanes drop 3-1 decision to Maple Leafs 
Carolina limited Toronto's stars but couldn't get a second 
puck past Erik Kallgren 

By Cory Lavalette  

Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov battles for the puck 
with Maple Leafs defenseman Morgan Rielly in front of 
goaltender Erik Kallgren during the Toronto’s 3-1 win Sunday 
in Raleigh. (Karl B. DeBlaker / AP Photo)  

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes had the Maple Leafs right 
where they wanted them. 

Coming off a day of rest while Toronto traveled in for the 
second half of back-to-back games, Carolina faced the 
Leafs’ third-string goalie and held both Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner without a shot on goal — the first time that has 
happened in their career. 

It didn’t matter. 

Marner set up John Tavares for a tap-in goal at 8:24 of the 
third period to give Toronto the lead and the Maple Leafs 
held on for a 3-1 win in front of 18,463 Sunday at PNC 
Arena. 

“Against a good team like that, you take a little breath, make 
one little mistake, and they’re gonna make you pay,” said 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal, who shadowed Matthews 
all night and held the reigning Hart Trophy winner to zero 
shots on goal for just the sixth time in his career. 

After being outworked for the first 30 minutes of the game, 
the Maple Leafs flipped Matthews and Tavares, their top two 
centers, and finally found their footing in the second period. 
But it was Toronto’s third line that tied the game. 

The Hurricanes’ fourth line and third defense pairing got 
hemmed in their end and Calle Jarnkrok found a soft spot, 
firing a wrist shot past Frederik Andersen (18 saves) for this 
third goal of the season to tie the game 1-1 with 90 seconds 
left in the middle frame. 

“We had one mess-up in the D zone there, left a guy, and 
that’s all it takes,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Carolina came out fast in the third period but couldn’t get the 
go-ahead goal past Erik Kallgren (29 saves), and then 
Toronto forced the Hurricanes into a mistake to take the 
lead. 

Sebastian Aho failed to get a puck deep, leading to a 
Toronto rush the other way. Hurricanes defenseman Brady 
Skjei broke up a Matthew Robertson pass intended for 
Marner, but the Maple Leafs winger poked the loose puck 
through Skjei’s legs and then fed across to an open Tavares 
for a 2-1 lead with under 12 minutes left. 

Then with Carolina pressing to tie the game, William 
Nylander flipped a puck past Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin and then kicked it forward before reaching with his 
stick and deflecting the puck past Andersen for an insurance 
goal with 3:35 left. 

“It was a weird one,” Slavin said. “I still thought he kicked it 
in, honestly, but I didn’t know if he touched it again. … It was 
just a bouncy puck.” 

The Hurricanes outshot the Maple Leafs 11-4 in the first and 
got the early lead by converting their first power play attempt 
of the night. 

With Toronto defenseman Justin Holl in the penalty box for 
cross-checking, Brent Burns set up Andrei Svechnikov for a 
one-timer in the right circle. The shot was blocked and hit the 
end boards, but Stefan Noesen quickly shot it at Kallgren 
from a bad angle and snuck it through the Toronto goalie for 
his second goal of the year and a 1-0 lead at 8:11 of the first. 

Notes: Brind’Amour coached in his 300th regular season 
game. He has a record of 182-89-29. … Svechnikov had five 
missed shots in the first period and finished with six in all, 
plus one blocked shot that led to Noesen’s goal. He did not 
register a shot on goal. … Kallgren is now 2-0 in his career 
against the Hurricanes, having made 34 saves in Toronto’s 
3-2 win over Carolina in March. 
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Recap: Toronto's Second Half Push Tops Canes, 3-1 
Noesen scores game-opening goal against former team, but 
Maple Leafs come from behind 

by Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Toronto Maple Leafs scored three 
times in the final 21:30 to take a 3-1 victory from the Carolina 
Hurricanes Sunday.  

The Story 

Toronto came to PNC Arena for the second half of a back-to-
back set, taking down the Boston Bruins by a score of 2-1 on 
home ice Saturday night. 

Their game reflected that it was their second bout in as many 
days through the first half of the contest, as the ice was tilted 
much in the favor of the Hurricanes. 

Limiting the Maple Leafs to just four shots through the 
opening 20 minutes, Carolina was able to obtain an early 
lead courtesy of a power play goal from Stefan Noesen. 
Operating against his former team, the forward banked one 
off of Toronto netminder Erik Kallgren and in to start the 
day's scoring. 

The Canes carried their advantage into the second frame 
with little pushback, but midway through the Maple Leafs 
flipped the switch and got to their game. 

After mustering just eight shots on goal through the first 
30:08 of the contest, the visitors produced the same amount 
in the final 9:52 of the middle frame, including the game-tying 
goal. 

Amid their charge Calle Jarnkrok was left unmarked in the 
faceoff circle, firing one past Frederik Andersen to even the 
score. 

Heading to the final frame of regulation tied at 1-1, Toronto 
would then utilize the momentum to push the score in their 
favor. 

Catching Carolina on a line change, Captain John Tavares 
transitioned play into the Carolina end. Seconds later 
Mitchell Marner sent a feed back toward Tavares, who didn't 
miss. 

They'd then add one more courtesy of William Nylander to 
finalize their 3-1 victory. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour walking through what he saw in the 
contest... 

"It was a good first half and then we got off of it. They started 
coming on, you could see it. The second half of that second 
period was not good for us. We were just kind of on our 
heels the whole way. The penalty we took just gave them 
momentum. Then we had one mess up in the defensive zone 
and we left the guy [open]. That's all it takes. Now suddenly 
a pretty good game is just thrown out the window... It's a 
tough game. I didn't think we were great, but we certainly 
weren't poor." 

Jaccob Slavin offering his thoughts on the game... 

"The first period we came out strong and then in the second 
we got away from our game a little bit. We stopped getting 
pucks deep and stopped having good checks. That's our 
bread and butter, getting on puck pressure and being able to 
hem them in. We got away from that." 

Jordan Staal providing his assessment... 

"Against a good team like that, you take one little breath or 
make one little mistake and they're going to make you pay. I 
think the whole second period was a big lull in our game. 
Had we had a better second we would have built a better 
game and had a better result in the third. I thought we hit a 
lull and they took advantage. They took it to us. We tried to 
build a game in the third but it was too little, too late." 

Bonus Notes 

 Leafs stars Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner 
were both held without a shot in the affair. On the 
other side, Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Andrei Svechnikov were all held without shots. 

 Frederik Andersen moves to 5-3 on the season with 
the loss. He allowed three goals on 21 shots. 

 Carolina debuted their Reverse Retro 2022 
uniforms for the affair, the first of two times they'll 
wear them this season. 

 The Canes move to 8-3-1 on the season. 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to practice Monday and Tuesday 
before another back-to-back set awaits them on Wednesday 
and Thursday. They'll travel to Sunrise following Tuesday's 
practice ahead of a meeting against the Panthers before 
turning it right back around to take on the Oilers Thursday. 
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Tavares, Maple Leafs defeat Hurricanes for third straight win 
Captain breaks tie with 399th NHL goal; Kallgren makes 29 
saves 

by Kurt Dusterberg  

Erik Kallgren stopped 29 of the 30 shots he faced in net, 
John Tavares netted a goal, helping Maple Leafs earn a 3-1 
win over the Hurricanes. 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- John Tavares scored the go-ahead goal in 
the third period to lift the Toronto Maple Leafs to a 3-1 win 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

"We had to be patient with our game," Tavares said. "We 
had to win a lot of battles. There wasn't much room out there 
for either team. Eventually, we started to create a little bit 
more, tilt the ice a little bit. They came hard early in the third, 
but we withstood that and obviously got a couple big goals." 

Tavares put the Maple Leafs in front 2-1 at 8:24. Mitchell 
Marner gathered the puck in the right face-off circle and 
slipped it to Tavares, who drove to the net for his 399th NHL 
goal. 

"[The puck was just] kind of bouncing, and lucky enough, I 
was able to pull it through," Marner said. "I saw Johnny going 
back side there. I just tried to put it in a spot where he could 
one-touch it in." 

Calle Jarnkrok scored, and Erik Kallgren made 29 saves for 
the Maple Leafs (7-4-2), who have won three in a row. 

"The third period, you're right there, you're in the game, you 
get a couple scoring opportunities," Toronto coach Sheldon 
Keefe said. "I think the win is on the backs of playing sound 
defensively, even when things weren't going our way." 

Stefan Noesen scored for the Hurricanes (8-3-1), whose 
four-game winning streak ended. Frederik Andersen made 
18 saves. 

"Tough game," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I 
didn't think we were great, but we certainly weren't poor. We 
needed to capitalize on a couple chances. We had a couple 
good looks and we didn't score. That's the difference." 

Noesen scored on the power play to put the Hurricanes up 1-
0 at 8:11 of the first when he gathered a puck behind the 
goal line and banked it in off the back of Kallgren. 

"He made a pretty good play. He was fast," Kallgren said. 
"I've got to be even quicker. There's skill players in this 
league. There's a lot of game left, you've just got to keep 
playing." 

Jarnkrok tied it 1-1 at 18:30 of the second after receiving a 
pass from Pierre Engvall and scoring from the right face-off 
circle with a wrist shot over Andersen's blocker. 

"I didn't love the second part of the second period at all," 
Brind'Amour said. "To me, that's what the difference in the 
game was. That kind of flipped it because we had the game 
going pretty well." 

After Tavares gave Toronto the lead, William Nylander made 
it 3-1 at 16:25, chipping the puck past Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin and beating Andersen five-hole. 

Kallgren started after Ilya Samsonov sustained a knee injury 
in Toronto's 2-1 win against the Boston Bruins on Saturday. 

"We talked about this being a big weekend for us, especially 
being a back-to-back against two great teams," Marner said. 
"I think both games, defensively speaking, we did what we 
wanted to. We held our objective down there. Great 
weekend." 

NOTES: Samsonov was placed on injured reserve and is 
expected to miss a week. He was injured on a successful 
penalty shot attempt by Brad Marchand. … Keith Petruzzelli 
was signed to an NHL contract to serve as the backup 
goalie. … Auston Matthews was held without a shot for the 
sixth time in his NHL career. ... Engvall's assist was his first 
of the season and second point. … Brind'Amour coached his 
300th NHL game (182-89-29). His 182 wins are the fifth-most 
through the first 300 games in NHL history. … Andrei 
Svechnikov had an assist to extend his point streak to four 
games (one goal, four assists). 
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Tavares scores in 3rd, Maple Leafs beat Hurricanes 3-1 
By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — John Tavares scored the tiebreaking 
goal in the third period and the Toronto Maple Leafs beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 3-1 Sunday for their first three-game 
winning streak of the season. 

Calle Jarnkrok and William Nylander also scored to help 
Toronto win for the second time in seven road games. Erik 
Kallgren had 29 saves to get his first victory of the season. 

“I’m just happy about the win,” Kallgren said. “We played so 
solid defensively. Games like this make it very, very easy for 
me.” 

The outcome added to a rewarding two-day stretch for the 
Maple Leafs, who beat the Boston Bruins on Saturday night. 

“We talked about it being a big weekend for us, especially 
with back-to-backs against two great teams,” Maple Leafs 
right forward Mitch Marner said.  

Stefan Noesen scored and Frederik Andersen had 18 saves 
for Carolina, which snapped a four-game winning streak. 

“We had our chances and at the end of the day we have to 
play a full 60,” Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 

Tavares skated down the slot, took a pass from Marner and 
scored at 8:24 of the third on the Maple Leafs’ first shot of 
the period for a 2-1 lead. Tavares has a team-high eight 
goals. 

“I just tried to put it in a spot where he could just one-touch it 
in,” Marner said. 

Nylander added his fifth with 3:35 remaining to seal the win.  

The Maple Leafs won despite Auston Matthews failing to 
register a shot on goal for the first time this season. He had 
at least three shots in every previous game and averaged 
5.1 per game. 

“We have a deep team here,” Marner said. “It’s great to see 
all four lines contributing.” 

The Maple Leafs were limited to a season-low 21 shots on 
goal. 

“You make one little mistake and they’re going to make you 
pay,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “And that was it.” 

The Hurricanes had scored at least two goals in each game 
this season. 

“I didn’t think we were great, but we certainly weren’t poor,” 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We need to 
capitalize on a couple of chances we had.” 

Noesen’s power-play goal at 8:11 of the first period opened 
the scoring. It was his second of the season and second in 
four games. 

“We were in a good spot there,” Brind’Amour said. “We just 
didn’t lay the hammer down there and keep going.” 

Jarnkrok tied it with 1:30 to play in the second when he 
scored third goal of the season. 

SHOWING THE POWER 

The Hurricanes have at least one power-play goal in four 
consecutive games. They never reached that mark last 
season, with three-game streaks five times. 

SAMSONOV OUT 

Maple Leafs goalie Ilya Samsonov went on injured reserve 
Sunday, a day after sustaining a knee injury vs. Boston. 

In his place, Keith Petruzzelli was summoned from Toronto 
of the AHL for his first NHL assignment to serve as the 
backup. He was 6-0-0 with the Marlies. 

“It has been a little crazy,” Petruzzelli said. “Not much sleep, 
a lot of travel and a lot of excitement.” 

UP NEXT  

Maple Leafs: Host Vegas on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: At Florida on Wednesday night. 
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Despite strong efforts, Canes’ falters proved fatal to Leafs 
The Carolina Hurricanes lost 3-1 Sunday evening to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

By Ryan Henkel  

Through the first 30 minutes or so, it was a solid effort for the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday evening as they coasted on 
an early power play goal and suppressing defensive effort, 
but all it took was one play for everything to shift. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi committed a slashing penalty against 
Denis Malgin as he was cutting around the Hurricanes’ zone, 
and although the ensuing power play didn’t score, it 
generated the momentum the Toronto Maple Leafs had been 
lacking. 

“The second half of the second period was not good for us,” 
said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We were on our heels 
after that penalty we took. They just got momentum and then 
we had one mess up in the d-zone, we left a guy, and that’s 
all it takes. Now all of a sudden, a pretty good game is 
thrown out the window.” 

After being dominated 20-7 in shot attempts through the first 
period, Toronto flipped the script in that second period after 
their power play, heavily outchancing Carolina from there on 
out. 

And when the Canes got a bit of breathing room off of a 
Toronto icing, Brind’Amour sent over the fourth line and third 
pairing, which proceeded to get hemmed into the Hurricanes’ 
zone and after three collapsed to the puck carrier in the 
corner, a wide open Calle Jarnkrok ripped a shot past 
Andersen to tie the game up late. 

“Against a good team like that, if you take one little breath, 
they’re going to make you pay,” said captain Jordan Staal. 
“That whole second period was a big lull and I think if we had 
a better second, we would have built a better game and 
found a way to get a better result in the third. We had a little 
lull and they took advantage of it and really took it to us. I 
think we tried to build a game in the third and it was kind of 
too little too late. 

The Canes actually did have a stronger effort in the third 
period, pushing the pace in Toronto’s zone for the most part, 
but again it was one little mistake in the neutral zone that 
cost them. 

A turnover in the middle of a line change allowed Mitch 
Marner and John Tavares too much space and they didn’t 
miss and then near the end of the third with Carolina 
desperate to push, a loose puck was aired out to William 
Nylander who won a one-on-one battle with Jaccob Slavin to 
put in the dagger. 

There were positives to take from the game though, as 
Carolina’s power play clicked again for the third game in a 
row as Stefan Noesen scored his second goal of the season 
by banking in a shot off of Maple Leafs’ goaltender Erik 
Kallgren’s back and in. 

The Hurricanes also shutdown Toronto’s top guys for the 
most part, holding both Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews 
without a shot on goal, the latter of which has only been held 
without a shot six other times in his 420 game career. 

“Anytime you play against high-caliber players like that, you 
want to take away their time and space and their 
opportunities,” said Jaccob Slavin. “We did a pretty good job 
of that, but at the end of the day, we’ve gotta give it our all 
against all four lines.” 

But there were too many loose pucks that the Canes couldn’t 
get to and too many shots sailed high or wide as well. A 
majority of the Hurricanes’ top guys — Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
— were also left without a shot on goal. 

“We knew it was going to be tough sledding,” Brind’Amour 
said. “They don’t give up a ton and neither do we and that’s 
basically how the game played out. I thought we were in a 
good spot, we just didn’t lay the hammer down and keep 
going. It’s tough because we did a pretty good job on some 
of their top guys, but they also did a pretty good job on our 
top guys.” 

The Hurricanes next game will see them hit the road for a 
Wednesday matchup against the Florida Panthers. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article268367422.html 

https://theathletic.com/3769421/2022/11/07/nhl-weekend-power-rankings-blues-penguins-flames/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/hurricanes-drop-3-1-decision-to-maple-leafs/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-torontos-second-half-push-tops-canes-3-1-/c-337290680 
https://www.nhl.com/news/toronto-maple-leafs-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-337123478 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-toronto-canada-684aff60b722a93bef1c23181b724bc3 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/6/23444108/depsite-strong-efforts-carolina-hurricanes-falters-proved-fatal-to-toronto-maple-leafs 
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Hurricanes fall to Maple Leafs, 3-1, in a game with distinct Stanley Cup 
Playoff feel 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-The weather had that feel, warm and full of anticipation. It was 
playoff hockey weather in November, and the parking lots outside PNC 
Arena reflected that Sunday afternoon. 

Throw in the weird start time — 5 p.m., on the day the clocks fall back — 
and the ESPN telecast and a high-powered opponent and a standing-
room only crowd, and the temperature wasn’t the only playoff vibe in the 
building. 

Sunday’s 3-1 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs just had that kind of feel, a 
battle of matchups and firepower constrained in limited space, and — too 
much like last spring — a failure to convert early scoring chances that 
would come back to haunt the Hurricanes. 

And so a four-game winning streak came to a precipitous end, not so 
much because the Hurricanes played poorly — although the third goal 
was a killer — but because they got outplayed in a few critical stretches. 

A lull in the second period with a one-goal lead. A goal against the fourth 
line and third pairing, out together. A highly skilled goal by two of the 
Maple Leafs’ stars that the Hurricanes’ stars couldn’t match. That was 
enough. 

“Against a good team like that, you take a little breath, make one 
mistake, they’re going to make you pay,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said, just as so many opponents have said about the Hurricanes in the 
past. 

For 35 minutes, the Hurricanes produced a stifling defensive 
performance worthy of the dead-puck era New Jersey Devils their red-
and-black “reverse retro” jerseys resembled. That was good enough for a 
1-0 lead after one, thanks to another Stefan Noesen power-play goal. 
Noesen, per his usual, scored from within inches of the net, banking a 
shot from below the goal line off the back of Toronto goalie Erik Kallgren. 

But the Leafs turned their pressure into a Calle Jarnkrok goal against the 
Hurricanes’ fourth line and third defensive pairing with 90 seconds to play 
in the second period. And even as the Hurricanes restored their 

dominance in possession to start the third, swapping Sebastian Aho and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi to no avail, the Leafs scored again on their first shot 
of the period, more than eight minutes in, to make it 2-1. Mitch Marner 
tipped the puck past Brady Sjkei, who couldn’t handle it at a long reach, 
then fed John Tavares at the far post. 

“The second half of that second period was not good for us,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We were on our heels after that penalty 
we took and they just got momentum. Then we had a mess-up, one 
mess-up in the d-zone there, and we left a guy, and that’s all it takes. 
And so now all of a sudden a pretty good game is just thrown out the 
window.” 

William Nylander made it 3-1 in the final minutes, outracing Jaccob 
Slavin to the puck and then slipping it between Frederik Andersen’s legs, 
a bad goal by any measure. 

It was a hard loss to stomach, given the advantage the Hurricanes held 
for much of the game, holding both Marner and Auston Matthews without 
a shot on goal, against the Maple Leafs’ third-string goalie – Kallgren 
now their de facto No. 1 with both Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov 
injured. 

Toronto’s backup Sunday, watching from the corner of the rink, was new 
signee Keith Petruzzelli, who had been on an AHL contract until last 
night, a former prep school and Quinnipiac teammate of Skyler 
Brind’Amour, the coach’s son. 

But Tavares, despite the goal, was overwhelmed in possession, and 
Marner and Matthews had never both been held shotless before. That 
should have led to a better result. The Hurricanes made all the little 
plays. The Leafs made enough big ones. 

“You play against high-caliber players like that, you want to take away 
their time and space and take away their opportunities,” Slavin said. “And 
yeah, we did a pretty good job of that. But at the end of the day, we’ve 
got to do it all around and against all four lines. We’ve just got to get the 
job done. 

Especially with the Leafs playing in Toronto the night before and flying in 
for the game, with the Hurricanes at home and rested, this is a game 
when the Hurricanes would have expected to have an advantage and 
press it, especially after taking an early lead. 

Fortunately for them, it’s just a regular-season game in November, 
whatever else it might have felt like beforehand. 

News Observer LOADED: 11.07.2022  
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Panthers’ Sams — Reinhart and Bennett — score big third-period goals 
as Florida beats Anaheim 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 07, 2022 12:13 AM 

 

Sam Bennett and Sam Reinhart had their first opportunities denied but 
ultimately got rewarded down the stretch. 

In the second period against the Anaheim Ducks on Sunday, with the 
Florida Panthers trying to pad a lead and cap a lackluster road trip on a 
high note, both Bennett and Reinhart put shots on a nearly wide-open net 
only to be denied by goaltender John Gibson. 

The duo, which has had its share of offensive bad luck early in the 
season, finally broke through in the third period with three goals to lead 
the Panthers to a 5-3 win over the Ducks at the Honda Center to improve 
to 7-5-1 on the season and go 2-2-0 on this West Coast trip. 

Florida opened the trip with a 3-1 loss to the Arizona Coyotes on 
Tuesday, beat the San Jose Sharks 4-3 in a shootout (with Reinhart 
getting the winner) on Thursday and lost 5-4 to the Los Angeles Kings on 
Saturday before winning against the Ducks (4-8-1). 

“Nice to salvage the road trip a little bit,” Reinhart said. 

It probably felt nice to see the puck go into the net, too. 

According to the advanced statistics website Natural Stat Trick, Reinhart 
and Bennett entered Sunday among the top 40 in the NHL in expected 
goals created — Bennett 32nd at 5.0, Reinhart 39th at 4.81. 

In reality? Bennett had one goal. Reinhart had none. Every other player 
in the top 40 had scored at least two goals, with 26 having scored at least 
five goals. 

Their fortunes changed in the third period. 

Reinhart, who celebrated his 27th birthday on Sunday, put Florida up 3-2 
about three minutes into the third period when he picked up a loose puck 
in front of the net and jammed it past Gibson. Reinhart let out a yell of 
celebration behind the net after scoring. 

Bennett gave the Panthers an insurance goal about five minutes later 
when he took a cross-ice feed from Eetu Luostarinen and fired it into the 
net to give the Panthers a 4-2 edge with 11:50 left to play. 

Reinhart added an empty-net goal right as time expired in the third 
period. 

It was a needed jolt after the Panthers watched an early lead disappear. 

Carter Verhaeghe scored his team-leading eighth goal in the first period 
when he deflected a Brandon Montour shot from the point with the 
bottom of his stick on the power play. Montour then scored on a shot 
from the point early in the second to put Florida up 2-0. Montour, who 
also had assists on both of Reinhart’s goals, tied a career-high on 
Sunday with four points. 

But the Ducks scored twice against Spencer Knight in a span of 27 
midway through the second period to level the game. 

Knight settled in from there while the offense regained the lead. The 21-
year-old goaltender stopped 32 of 35 shots he faced — the only other 
goal he gave up came on an Isaac Lunderstrom penalty shot with 1:14 
left in regulation to cut Florida’s lead to one before Reinhart’s empty-
netter capped scoring. 

LINE SHAKEUPS 

With Patric Hornqvist still day-to-day after leaving the Sharks game after 
a hit to the head and Matthew Tkachuk handed a two-game suspension 
after his high stick on Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick on Saturday, 
Paul Maurice shook up all four of his forward lines on Sunday. 

Colin White took Tkachuk’s spot on the right wing of Florida’s top line 
with Verhaeghe and Aleksander Barkov. Luostarinen moved up to the 
second line as the left wing alongside center Bennett and right wing Nick 
Cousins. Ryan Lomberg joined the third line at left wing with Anton 
Lundell at center and Reinhart at right wing. And the fourth line featured 
Rudolfs Balcers at left wing, Eric Staal at center and Aleksi Heponiemi 
(making his season debut) at right wing. 

“I have a different set of lines for when Matthew comes back than I did a 
day ago,” Maurice said. 

Verhaeghe also took Tkachuk’s spot on the top power-play unit. 
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Florida Panthers’ Matthew Tkachuk suspended 2 games after high stick 
on Kings’ goaltender 

 

BY JORDAN MCPHERSON 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 06, 2022 5:11 PM 

 

The NHL on Sunday suspended Matthew Tkachuk for two games and 
fined him $102,702.70 after the Florida Panthers’ All-Star winger poked 
his stick into Los Angeles Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick’s mask late 
in Florida’s 5-4 loss to the Kings on Saturday. Tkachuk will miss the 
Panthers’ game on Sunday against the Anaheim Ducks to close their 
four-game West Coast trip and Wednesday’s game against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at FLA Live Arena. 

Tkachuk poked Quick in the eye with a high stick with about 39 seconds 
remaining in regulation after Quick made a save on a Brandon Montour 
shot from the point. 

”While at the net-front, Tkachuk purposefully uses his stick to poke at 
Quick, making intentional contact with his head,” the league said in an 
explanation of its ruling. 

No penalty was called on that play and Quick was able to finish the 
game, but Tkachuk was eventually assessed an interference penalty and 
a 10-minute game misconduct with one second left on a separate 
altercation in front of the net as Florida made a final attempt to tie the 
game. That altercation resulted in Quick, Anze Kopitar and Mikey 
Anderson going after Tkachuk behind the net. 

“Hopefully the league takes a look at it, but it’s a dirty play,” Kings 
defenseman Matt Roy told reporters after the game. 

Tkachuk had a hearing with the NHL’s Department of Safety on Sunday 
regarding the high stick, and the ruling was announced shortly afterward. 

According to the league, Tkachuk said “he was not intentionally aiming 
for Quick’s face in an attempt to injure him.” However, the league’s ruling 
still found that Tkachuk “was intentionally using the blade of his stick to 
hit an opponent in the head.” 

“While the stick is delivered without substantial force, it is only because of 
the lack of force that this play is not met with more severe discipline,” the 
league said. 

The initial Tkachuk-Quick sequence came after Tkachuk had a goal 
waived off with 2:11 left in the second period for making contact with 
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Quick’s head. Panthers coach Paul Maurice unsuccessfully challenged, 
and Viktor Arvidsson scored on the the subsequent power play to give 
the Kings a 3-2 lead. 

“Video review supported the referee’s call on the ice that the actions of 
Florida’s Matthew Tkachuk impaired the ability of Los Angeles goaltender 
Jonathan Quick to play his position,’’ the NHL wrote in its decision to 
disallow Tkachuk’s second-period goal. “The decision was made in 
accordance with Rule 69.4 which states, in part, that ‘if an attacking 
player initiates any contact with a goalkeeper, other than incidental 
contact, while the goalkeeper is outside his goal crease, and a goal is 
scored, the goal will be disallowed.’” 

Tkachuk entered Sunday leading the Panthers with 17 points and 12 
assists and is second on the team with five goals. He has logged at least 
one point in 10 of Florida’s 12 games, including five multi-point outings. 

He also leads the team — and is tied for second in the NHL — with 30 
penalty ice minutes, 12 of which came from that last second goaltender 
interference and 10-minute game misconduct on Saturday. Tkachuk has 
committed a league-high 11 penalties this season entering Sunday. 

The Panthers, at least in the immediate short-term, will now have to 
figure out how to replace Tkachuk’s production while simultaneously 
trying to get their offense going. Florida ranks 19th in the league with an 
average of 3.08 goals per game. Tkachuk has been involved in 17 of 
Florida’s 37 goals — nearly 46 percent. 

Wingers Patric Hornqvist and Rudolfs Balcers are also dealing with 
injuries, potentially leaving Florida with just 11 available forwards for their 
game against Anaheim on Sunday. 
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Reinhart’s big California road trip continues as Tkachuk-less Panthers 
hang on in Anaheim 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

Nov 07, 2022 at 12:04 am 

 

Sam Reinhart had two third-period goals, Carter Verhaeghe scored for 
the third straight game and the Florida Panthers beat the Anaheim Ducks 
5-3 on Sunday night. 

Brandon Montour had a goal and three assists and Sam Bennett also 
scored for the Panthers, who finished 2-2 on their four-game trip. Anton 
Lundell had two assists and Spencer Knight stopped 32 shots to improve 
to 4-1. 

Ryan Strome had a goal and an assist, and Adam Henrique and Isac 
Lundestrom also scored for Anaheim, which had won three of its last four 
coming in. John Gibson made 41 saves. 

The game was tied 2-2 after two periods before the Panthers took 
control. Reinhart put Florida in front when he chipped in a loose puck on 
a scramble in front of the net at 2:55 for his first goal of the season. 

Bennett then scored off a centering pass from Eetu Luostarinen at 8:10 
to give the Panthers a 4-2 advantage. 

On Thursday, Reinhart won the game against the San Jose Sharks in a 
shootout. 

Lundestrom got the Ducks within a goal on a penalty shot with 1:14 
remaining. Reinhart then had an empty-net goal with 1 second left. 

Verhaeghe scored his team-leading eighth goal and extended his scoring 
streak to three straight games at 11:31 of the first when he redirected 
Montour’s shot past Gibson. Montour made it 2-0 at 2:51 of the second 
when he kept the puck in the offensive zone and then fired a wrist shot 
from the point. 

The Ducks evened it with two goals in a 27-second span in the second 
period. Henrique deflected Strome’s shot from the point that went over 
Knight’s glove at the 8-minute mark. Strome then knocked in a loose 
puck in front of the net at 8:27 to tie it 2-2. 

 

Florida forward Matthew Tkachuk was suspended for two games by the 
NHL on Sunday for high-sticking Los Angeles goalie Jonathan Quick the 
previous night. 

The play occurred with 38 seconds remaining in the third period of the 
Kings’ 5-4 win over the Panthers when Tkachuk jabbed Quick in the head 
after the goalie had made a save and covered up the puck. 

Tkachuk missed the Panthers’ 5-3 win at Anaheim Sunday night, and will 
be out against Carolina on Wednesday night. 
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GameDay No. 13: Lines, Betting Odds for Panthers at Ducks 

 

Published 11 hours ago on November 6, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers are catching the Anaheim Ducks at the wrong time. 

After losing seven straight games, the rebuilding Ducks have found a 
little something of late with wins in three of their past four games. 

Not saying this a good team or anything, but at least they are feeling 
good about themselves coming into tonight’s game. 

The Panthers will reunite with a good friend tonight as Frank Vatrano is 
up on the Anaheim top line and is third on the team with four goals 
through the first 12 games. 

Florida will, of course, be without one of its top guns as Matthew Tkachuk 
was slapped with a two-game suspension by the NHL for hitting Los 
Angeles goalie Jonathan Quick in the head with his stick on Saturday 
night. 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

The Panthers are expected to have Spencer Knight in net for the second 
time on this road trip — one Florida has started 1-2-0. 

The team will fly home on Monday. 

Anaheim is expected to start veteran John Gibson (2-6-1) in net tonight 
after Anthony Stolarz got the shootout win in San Jose last night. 

Florida moved around some of its lines prior to Saturday’s 5-4 loss to the 
Kings and with Tkachuk missing, there will be some more adjusting. 

With Sam Reinhart back with Anton Lundell — and that line getting so 
much icetime on Saturday — we are now calling that trio Florida’s 
second line with Eetu Luostarinen getting his fourth goal of the season. 

Sam Bennett is projected to be joined by Nick Cousins and Aleksi 
Heponiemi on the third. 
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PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT ANAHEIM DUCKS 

When: Sunday, 9 p.m. 

Where: Honda Center, Anaheim 

TV/Streaming: Bally Sports Florida; NHL Network 

Radio: WQAM 560-AM; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-FM 
(Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

DraftKings odds — Florida favored: Money Line (-190); Puck line (-1.5, 
+120); Over/Under 6.5 (-115/-105) 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Florida leads 20-14-2, 3 ties 
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Florida Panthers Star Matthew Tkachuk Suspended 2 Games 

 

Published 13 hours ago on November 6, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

The National Hockey League suspended Florida Panthers forward 
Matthew Tkachuk for two games on Sunday for putting his stick in the 
face of Los Angeles Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick the night before. 

Tkachuk will miss tonight’s game against the host Anaheim Ducks as 
well as Wednesday’s home game against Carolina. 

He leads the team in scoring with five goals and 17 points in his first 12 
games with the Panthers. 

With 38 seconds left in the Panthers’ 5-4 loss to the Kings on Saturday, 
Tkachuk popped Quick in the face with the Kings later saying it caught 
him in the eye. 

In the final second, Tkachuk and Quick got to an altercation with Tkachuk 
given a two-minute penalty for goaltender interference and a 10-minute 
misconduct on the play. 

Under the terms of the CBA, Tkachuk will forfeit $102,702.70 of game 
checks. 

The money goes to the Players’ Emergency Assistance Fund. 

”Tkachuk (used) his stick to purposefully uses his stick to poke at Quick, 
making intentional contact to his head,” the league explained. 

Players from the Kings did not take kindly to Tkachuk’s attempt at Quick 
— with a brawl ensuing in the dying seconds of the game. 

Quick went after Tkachuk at the end of the game after the two got 
tangled up in the crease. 

The two were intertwined in the second period when Tkachuk grazed 
Quick during a power play, Brandon Montour’s point shot hitting Tkachuk 
and into the back of the net. 

But the goal was immediately waved off for goalie interference that 
Florida challenged. After a long review, the call on the ice stood. Los 
Angeles took a 3-2 lead on the ensuing power play. 

“You can look at the video. It’s a dirty play,” Matt Roy told LA Hockey 
Now. 

“You can see him poke (Quick) in the eye there. Hopefully, the league 
takes a look at it. It’s a dirty play. Hopefully, the video gets out and they 
can look at it.” 

Per the NHL Players’ Safety department, Tkachuk argued that the stick 
to Quick’s mask was unintentional. 

The league did not see it that way explaining it was not a “reckless use of 
the stick during the course of a play” but “a controlled and purposeful 
stick directed to the head of an opponent.” 

Tkachuk’s loss is a huge blow for a Florida offense which has gotten off 
to a slow start to the 2022-23 season. 

Florida panthers 

After leading the NHL in goals last season, the Panthers find themselves 
ranked 15th in the league — and Tkachuk has a lot to do with those 
goals. 

Of their 37 goals, Tkachuk has a point on 17 of them — accounting for 45 
percent of the team’s production. 

With forwards Patric Hornqvist and Rudy Balcers both dealing with 
injuries, the could be short-staffed on the forward lines tonight in 
Anaheim. 

Balcers took a high stick in Saturday’s game and Hornqvist has been out 
since taking a high hit during Thursday’s game in San Jose. 

Florida does have Aleksi Heponiemi up from AHL Charlotte to replace 
Tkachuk’s spot but would have to play seven defensemen if both Balcers 
and Hornqvist are out. 
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The Florida Panthers Wrap: Trying to Salvage a Trip in Anaheim 

 

Published 20 hours ago on November 6, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

The Florida Panthers will soon be coming home and they hope to be 
doing so with a 2-2 split of their west coast trip. 

The Panthers go into Anaheim tonight following a tough 5-4 loss to the 
Los Angeles Kings late Saturday night. 

It was a game that had a little bit of everything — including Kings goalie 
Jonathan Quick getting into it with Matthew Tkachuk not long after a 
controversial goalie interference call went Quick’s way and got a goal 
waved off. 

You can read all about that below as we wrap up the week that was — 
and was not. 

Florida kicked off the week with a strange loss in Arizona before having 
to claw its way back to beat San Jose in a shootout. 

TODAY 

The Panthers had the lead twice in the second period of Saturday night’s 
game in Los Angeles, but defensive breakdowns and a weird call on the 
ice certainly cost them in a 5-4 loss. 

SATURDAY 
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With as much as the Florida Panthers gave up to get him, it’s going to be 
hard to say they ‘won’ the blockbuster trade with the Calgary Flames. 

But the Panthers are certainly very happy having Tkachuk — and he is 
off to a fantastic start. 

This story is exclusive for our subscribers which can be accessed by 
purchasing a FHN pass to get perks such as no ads in all stories (when 
signed in) as well as special Mailbags and more. We will have our 
November Mailbag this week, so stay tuned. 

He may play tonight. 

FRIDAY 

Who would have thought in 2020 thatLuostarinen would be the highlight 
of the Florida Panthers’ four-player return in the Vincent Trocheck trade? 

He got his fourth goal of the season on Saturday night. Not bad. 

— The Panthers had a two-goal lead going into the third, but needed a 
late goal from Verhaeghe and some heroics from Sam Reinhart and 
Sergei Bobrovsky to beat the Sharks in a shootout. 

THURSDAY 

When Aaron Ekblad was out with injury the previous two seasons, it was 
MacKenzie Weegar taking over as Florida’s top defenseman. 

Now it is Gus Forsling’s turn — and he is relishing the temporary 
opportunity. 

— Look who is back in San Jose? It’s Rudy Balcers! 

WEDNESDAY 

The Panthers had a familiar face join them for practice in Arizona as 
Ekblad — wearing a yellow no-contact jersey — was back. 

— Special teams have been a thorn in Florida’s side so far this season 
but it was a killer in a surprising loss to the Coyotes. 

TUESDAY 

Sasha Barkov has had a couple of memorable linemates over his years 
with the Panthers, butVerhaeghe has proven to be a lasting one. 

And these two are “just getting started.” 

This story is also part of the FHN+ exclusive content to subscribers. 

— After all those years of long, traffic-clogged drives on I-10 to the 
Coyotes’ faraway arena in Glendale, the Panthers got their first taste of 
Tempe. 

— The Coyotes have a lot of former Panthers on and off the ice. 

MONDAY 

The Panthers need some guys to step up with Ekblad out another few 
games with Josh Mahura and Matt Kiersted seeing their roles with the 
team increase. 

— After a quick stop at home to play the Senators, the Panthers hit the 
road for their first west coast trip of the season. 
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Matthew Tkachuk suspension: He shouldn’t need to resort to the dirty 
stuff 

 

By Eric Stephens 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. – Matthew Tkachuk is a great player. A star. 
Legitimately. 

The 24-year-old’s success is not merely a product of playing alongside 
Johnny Gaudreau last season, when he dropped career-best numbers as 
part of one of the top lines in all of hockey. After a trade to Florida last 
offseason, Tkachuk has led the Panthers in scoring and is on pace to top 
last season’s 104 points, which included 42 goals. 

If you objectively look at Tkachuk the player, you’d have a tougher time 
arguing that he isn’t one of the game’s top forwards. Even the advanced 
metrics point to the impact that he makes for his team on the ice. He’s 
hitting his prime and Florida would seem to have zero regret over the 
eight-year, $76 million contract it signed Tkachuk to over the summer. 

But there is another side to Tkachuk. He revels in playing on the edge 
and getting the opposition riled up. His past shows that he isn’t above 
throwing an elbow to the head (Drew Doughty) or using his stick in spear-
like fashion (Matt Martin). His dad, Keith, has said that his son has a 
“punchable face.” If you know Keith Tkachuk’s history as a player, the 
apple doesn’t fall very far, and Matthew Tkachuk showed it again this 
weekend, when he received a two-game suspension for putting the blade 
of his stick inside the mask of Kings goalie Jonathan Quick and turning 
the blade in a wholly dangerous and careless manner. 

The question for me is: Why does a player of Tkachuk’s caliber need to 
stoop to doing these things? 

There he was in the final minute of Saturday night’s contest against Los 
Angeles, battling for position as the Panthers had goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky pulled for an extra attacker and were looking for the tying 
score. Tkachuk was doing what he does, being an obstacle and trying to 
disturb Quick. He had his stick in front of the goalie’s face, looking to 
disrupt him and possibly get a tip on a shot coming his way. 

Fine enough. But then as play came to a halt as Quick secured a loose 
puck, a conniving Tkachuk looked away as he put his stick in the 
netminder’s eye hole. Why do that? 

The Kings were incensed, as you would expect, with defenseman Matt 
Roy accurately calling Tkachuk’s actions a “dirty play.” And as you would 
expect, Tkachuk’s coach took up for his player. Because that’s what they 
most often do in these instances. It’s about having his back – even if 
there’s no defending what he did. 

“He’s been a great, great player for us,” Florida’s Paul Maurice said 
Sunday, before the Panthers played at Anaheim. “We don’t want to 
change anything in the way he plays.” 

No one doubts Tkachuk’s abilities. Or they shouldn’t if they’re being 
objective. It’s about his decision-making ability and processing playing on 
the edge, as opposed to sailing over it. Maurice said he hadn’t talked with 
Tkachuk since the two-game ban was laid down. But when asked if he 
needs to do that, the well-spoken bench boss with nearly 1,700 games 
coached said, “I’m not writing this article for you. I understand it. I love 
the guy. Like, I love him. I wouldn’t want him on any other team. I want 
him on ours.” 

In its ruling, after a phone hearing, the NHL noted that Tkachuk’s action 
was a “controlled and purposeful stick directed at the head of an 
opponent.” 

“While we heard Tkachuk’s argument that he was not intentionally aiming 
for Quick’s face in an attempt to injure him, he was intentionally using the 
blade his stick to hit an opponent in the head, making contact with his 
face,” the Department of Player Safety said. 

And while the league didn’t feel Tkachuk used substantial force when 
making contact, it also said that “it was only because of that lack of force 
that the play wasn’t met with more severe discipline.” 

Truthfully, Tkachuk got off with a slap on the wrist. He’ll be hit in the bank 
account for more than $100,000, but two games on the sideline are a 
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small price for endangering someone with a totally unnecessary and 
irresponsible play. It wasn’t going to be a long suspension, because 
Sunday’s hearing didn’t rise to in-person standards – those are for 
punishments of more than five games. But when it comes to the NHL’s 
spinning wheel of justice, whether he got two, five, 10, 15 or 20 games 
was going to be argued over the fan sphere no matter what. 

It is Tkachuk’s third career suspension. Brad Marchand has a longer rap 
sheet, and there will always be those who hold those transgressions 
against the Boston star. But if one looks objectively, they can see that 
Marchand has, over time, cut out a lot of the mindless stuff that took 
away from the great player he has become. At some point, he realized 
that he was one of the game’s top left wingers and could beat teams with 
his talent. 

Marchand is 34. He’s a decade older than Tkachuk. Most of us gain more 
maturity as we age and what has been apparent with Marchand will 
probably occur with Tkachuk. At some point, there comes a realization 
that risking the injury of a player with some intention behind the act is silly 
and not even worth consideration. 

The Panthers will be fine, even though Tkachuk took himself out of the 
lineup this week. It is two games in the first quarter of a season. Tkachuk 
is going to put up points and make a difference for them. And he is going 
to get on an opponent’s nerves while putting up those points. It’s what he 
does. It’s part of what makes him highly effective. 

But intentionally getting careless and dangerous with your stick – even if 
not with pure maliciousness behind it – isn’t a hockey play. And he is too 
good of a player do that. 

Again, why? 
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Panthers’ Matthew Tkachuk suspended 2 games for high-sticking Kings’ 
Jonathan Quick 

 

By The Athletic Staff 

Nov 6, 2022 

 

Florida Panthers forward Matthew Tkachuk was suspended two games 
for high-sticking Los Angeles Kings goalie Jonathan Quick during 
Saturday’s game, the NHL Department of Player Safety announced 
Sunday. 

Tkachuk used his stick to poke at Quick’s facemask after the Panthers 
took a shot on goal near the end of the matchup. 

The 24-year-old has 17 points (five goals, 12 assists) in 12 games this 
season, his first with Florida. 

The Kings won Saturday’s game 5-4. Florida is 6-5-1 on the year. 

Backstory 

The Panthers acquired Tkachuk in a blockbuster deal with the Calgary 
Flames in July, then promptly signed him to an eight-year extension. 
Tkachuk had informed the Flames he would not be re-signing with them 
on a long-term deal, The Athletic reported. 

“You can look at the video,” Kings defenseman Matt Roy said Saturday 
about the play in question. “It’s a dirty play. You can see him poke 
Quickie in the eye there. Hopefully the league takes a look at it. It’s a 
dirty play.” 
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Oilers looking to rebound on first game of road trip against Capitals 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Edmonton Oilers are moving on from the 
egg laid against the Dallas Stars on Saturday afternoon and know putting 
up a similar effort against the Washington Capitals could be trouble. 

But early into the season, the Oilers have risen to the challenge on the 
road, and are looking forward to an encounter against Alex Ovechkin and 
the Capitals (6 p.m. MT) at the CapitalOne Center on Monday. 

“I thought the last time we were on the road, we got to play our way, with 
speed, tracking back hard and we were just kind of all on the same 
page,” said Oilers forward Zach Hyman following a brisk practice 
Sunday. “Against Dallas, that was probably our worst game of the year 
where nothing clicked — we just didn’t have it and over the course of 82 
games, that happens, you don’t over-think that. 

“But now, it’s a good test for us on the road against four really good 
teams and tomorrow will be a big one against Washington.” 

According to Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft, the team used the 6-2 
loss, at home, to the Stars as a learning tool. The Oilers got out of town 
immediately after the game and used their 45-minute practice to flush out 
the result and get accustomed to the Eastern time zone, minus the hour 
they fell back. 

Washington is the first stop on a four-game road trip for the Oilers. They 
will travel to face the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday, the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday and Florida Panthers on Saturday afternoon. 

“We think there are parts of our game that have to get better in order for 
us to have the type of success we want to have,” Woodcroft said. “There 
are some things that we wanted to address and today we got to do it 
through video and also on the ice. I thought we had a good day today.” 

The Capitals still present a formidable challenge although some of their 
best players might be getting up in age. 

Ovechkin is 37 but is still a scoring machine. He has seven goals and 11 
points in 13 games. The Capitals, however, are currently a hurting unit. 
T.J. Oshie is out with a lower-body injury, as is John Carlson. Nicklas 
Backstrom (hip), Connor Brown (lower body), Carl Hagelin (hip/eye) and 
Tom Wilson are also out. 

“I think my first road game was here and I remember the crowd was 
crazy and you’re playing against Ovi and Backstrom as a young kid,” 
Hyman said. “He’s a great player and I think he broke a record for 
franchise goals (the most for one player with a single franchise), which is 
pretty wild in this day and age. It’s going to be a lot of fun going against 
them.” 

The Oilers are expected to shuffle the lines against the Capitals with 
Jesse Puljujarvi moving up to play on the top unit with Connor McDavid 
and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, while Kailer Yamamoto was dropped to the 
fourth line. 

Stuart Skinner will get the start in goal in the first game of the back-to-
back. It’s the first time he’ll go up against Ovechkin. 

“He’s an unbelievable player and has one of the best shots in the league, 
if not the best shot in the league,” Skinner said. “He’s scoring 50 every 
year in the league, and I can’t wait to see his shot. 

“I don’t know if there is much studying going up against him, you know 
who he is, you know how great of a player he is — I’ve been watching 
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him since I was 10 years old. I know he has a good shot, I know he can 
make some nice plays. He’s just one of the best players to really ever 
play the game.” 

Ovechkin had 50 goals and 90 points in 77 games last season and is still 
giving chase to Wayne Gretzky’s all-time goal-scoring record. Ovechkin 
has 787 career goals and trails Gretzky by 107. It’s a record, which at 
one time thought unsurpassable, suddenly looks in jeopardy if Ovechkin 
can put together another 50-goal season. 

“You do marvel at what he’s doing, at the age he’s at, and how hard he’s 
playing and how hard he competes,” Woodcroft said. “He’s a special 
hockey player and we’re fortunate we have some special hockey players 
too and I know everybody is going to be up for that challenge tomorrow. 

“That game is an important one for us to respond because we weren’t 
happy with how we played yesterday as a group.” 

Ovechkin is approaching the end of his career but is still one of the most 
dangerous offensive players in the league. Everyone knows his one-timer 
on the power play from the top of the face-off circle is coming, but it is still 
difficult to defend. 

“It’s exciting just to be on the same ice as him,” Skinner said. “It’s a really 
cool moment for me that I’ll get to see his shot and at some moment, I’ll 
get to tell people I took a shot from Alex Ovechkin, which is a pretty cool 
thing to say.” 
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Edmonton Oilers: From sunshine to darkness, sky changes fast after 
humbling defeats 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

You don’t have to be around the NHL for very long to realize that the 
scenery changes quickly. 

One day it’s all sunshine, rainbows and cotton candy clouds and then, 
without warning, it feels like you will never find your way out of a dark and 
threatening forest. 

One day you’re winning five games in a row, chasing down first place in 
the division and the next you’ve suffered two crushing defeats on home 
ice as you embark on a brutal road trip with the potential to make that 
forest even darker. 

So sit the Edmonton Oilers after giving up three third-period goals, two of 
them seven seconds apart late in the game, to blow a 3-1 lead against 
the New Jersey Devils and suffering a 6-2 beatdown by the Dallas Stars. 

They were very different losses, but when you get kicked in the groin a 
couple of times it doesn’t really matter what brand of shoe was on the 
foot. 

As the Oilers catch their breath in advance of a four-game, six-day 
minefield through Washington, Tampa Bay, Carolina and Florida, 
everyone is anxiously awaiting their response. 

This is a stretch that will either reaffirm everything we thought about this 
team when it was 7-3 and finding ways to win or it will add fuel to the 
smouldering embers of concern after those two losses. 

This is where it gets interesting. 

It’s not do or die. Nothing in November is ever do or die. The Oilers could 
lose all four games, extend the losing streak to six and it wouldn’t be the 

end of the world. They had two six-game losing streaks last year and still 
made it to the Western Conference Final. 

But the next six days are going to be fun. 

There is a fine line between “finding a way to win,” and simply getting 
away with lulls and mistakes against Chicago and St. Louis that you 
wouldn’t against New Jersey and Dallas. We are about to see which side 
of that line the Oilers are on right now. 

It starts with a compete level that hasn’t been good enough in the last 
two starts. Nine times out of 10, when coaches are poring over game film 
after a loss, one of the biggest culprits is lost puck battles along the wall 
and position battles around the net. 

The Oilers were just on the wrong side of those twice, because New 
Jersey was faster and more tenacious and because Dallas was harder 
and more determined. 

Effort level is easy enough to remedy and shouldn’t be a problem, you’d 
think, Monday against the Capitals. 

“That’s what it’s going to be like when we play against top teams,” said 
forward Derek Ryan. “It’s a good wake-up call for us.” 

The goaltending situation is a little more complicated. First off, it’s not a 
controversy. There is nothing controversial about starting whichever 
goalie is playing better. 

Right now it’s Stuart skinner, who has the third-best save percentage in 
the NHL (.944) among goalies who’ve played five or more games. He’s 
getting peppered — 37.2 shots against per game is the fourth-highest 
average in the league — but he’s playing well above his $750,000 price 
tag. 

As for Jack Campbell, this was the concern when the Oilers signed him. 
While he posted all-star numbers in the first half of last season, he fell off 
badly in the final 17 games (.894 save percentage), which is pretty close 
to where he is right now (.874). 

So it begs the question, is this who he is? Campbell’s history as a starter 
is short — the only time he’s played more than 31 games in a season 
was last year in Toronto — so it’s not like you can point to his overall 
body of work and dismiss this as a temporary slump. 

Time will tell. Campbell is a hard-working guy who holds himself 
accountable. If there is a way to fix this, you’d think he’s going to find it. 

“Tomorrow’s a new day and I’m gonna get back to work,” he said after 
giving up six against Dallas. “I expect to play at a certain standard, and I 
haven’t done that yet. So I’m gonna do that.” 

He’s also only been here a short time and when things go sideways early 
on a new team it can be hard to relax and get back on track — especially 
on a team that’s getting pounded with shots (27th in the league in shots 
allowed per game), takes too many penalties and doesn’t protect the 
area around its net as well as it should. 

Did someone mention penalties? 

That’s been the soft underbelly of this team all year, even when it was 
winning. Edmonton’s penalty killing is currently 27th in the NHL and has 
allowed a goal against in 10 of the first 12 games. It’s given up two goals 
in a game four times. 

It’s a concern. When your team is lost in the forest, there is never a 
shortage of concerns. 

“We know how to win, we know how to play against good teams,” said 
defenceman Darnell Nurse. “No excuses. Our team knows that we’re 
better and we will be.” 
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Peter McNab, longtime Avalanche broadcaster and former DU star, dies 
at 70: “Father of Colorado hockey” 

 

Bennett Durando 

 

Peter McNab carried a notebook. He scribbled his observations during 
Avalanche games while providing color commentary for the live 
broadcast. He researched his own statistics and jotted them in the 
notebook before games. Altitude TV has people who find stats to prep 
the on-air talent. But McNab kept his findings a secret. 

“It was sort of his bible,” said Nuggets broadcaster Vic Lombardi, who 
sometimes anchors Avalanche coverage from the studio. “We all got 
information: ‘Here’s what to look for tonight. Here are the trends.’ But 
then we all knew, Peter’s got his own stuff. He would tell us, ‘Wait until 
you hear this tonight.’ He would never share it until we were on the air. It 
was the coolest thing.” 

McNab, the Colorado Avalanche’s longtime analyst for Altitude TV, has 
died, the team announced Sunday. He was 70. 

Admired by colleagues for his encyclopedic knowledge and steady, 
reliable presence even in the face of cancer, McNab called Avalanche 
games for 26 years, spanning the franchise’s entire existence in Denver. 
He was beloved by hockey fans in Colorado for the passionate and 
honest analysis he brought to broadcasts. 

“I will remember Peter McNab as the ultimate father of Colorado hockey,” 
Lombardi said. “He taught three decades of people — kids, newbies to 
hockey — he taught us all the sport. Peter McNab arrived with the team. 
He introduced us to elementary hockey. He introduced us to the NHL. He 
introduced us to championships. The Avs gave this city its very first 
championship, and Peter McNab took us along for the ride.” 

McNab announced on Sept. 29, 2021, that he was fighting cancer. He 
continued calling games for the Avalanche and was inducted into the 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame in December 2021. He announced this 
February that doctors said his cancer was in remission, but it returned in 
recent months as the Avalanche prepared to defend its Stanley Cup title. 
McNab was calling games at the start of the season in October, but as 
his health declined he was absent from the broadcasts. 

McNab was born into a hockey family in Vancouver. His father, Max, 
played for the Detroit Red Wings then became an NHL executive. His 
brother, David, retired in 2021 from the Anaheim Ducks’ front office. 

But McNab’s own career blossomed in Denver. He was a standout 
forward for the University of Denver, where he landed on NHL radars and 
was drafted by the Buffalo Sabres in 1972. It was the start of a 14-year 
NHL career in which he scored 363 goals and tallied 813 points playing 
for the Sabres, Boston Bruins, Vancouver Canucks and New Jersey 
Devils, where his father was the general manager. 

In three seasons at DU (1970-73), McNab compiled 170 career points, 
still ranking 10th in program history. He led the Pioneers to a national 
runner-up finish with 32 goals in his final college season. 

“Peter was a great storyteller of the game and had an incredible ability to 
connect viewers and fans with not only what was happening on the ice 
but the history of the sport as well,” DU coach David Carle said in a 
statement. 

McNab’s television career started in New Jersey, where he called Devils 
games for eight seasons. When the Quebec Nordiques relocated to 
Denver and became the Colorado Avalanche, he joined the booth. 

His first year calling Avs games was a dream season. The city’s new 
team won the 1996 Stanley Cup, led by stars such as Peter Forsberg, 
Patrick Roy and Joe Sakic, who is now the Avalanche’s president of 
hockey operations. 

“(McNab) was a staple in the local hockey community, going back to his 
years playing at the University of Denver to working nearly 30 years with 
the Avs,” Sakic said in a statement. “But as good as a hockey man as he 
was, he will be most remembered for being a friend to so many.” 

Including the players, who McNab made an effort to know personally. 

“He’s a special guy. He would always come and sit beside me in my stall 
at the practice rink, and we would just talk about what was going on, talk 
about stuff in the league,” former Avalanche forward Matt Duchene said. 
“I always enjoyed our talks. After his career, you could tell he still wanted 
to be part of hockey because he loved it so much. I’ve always really 
enjoyed meeting people like that.” 

Those relationships were evident in June after the Avs won their third 
Stanley Cup. As the team celebrated, McNab described the scene from 
the ice in Tampa. Lombardi and Altitude’s live audience watched as 
Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog skated over and put his arm 
around McNab, ready to give an interview. 

Like the broadcaster’s first year in Colorado, his last full season also 
ended in a championship. 
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Avalanche Journal: Ben Meyers’ bad break, and will former first-rounder 
Shane Bowers finally get his NHL chance? 

 

Bennett Durando 

 

LOVELAND — Oskar Olausson was new to North America as he started 
rookie development camp in September 2021. The Avalanche’s first-
round draft pick from Sweden may have been the standout name, but it 
was a stressful ordeal for him without previous exposure to English. 

As coaches barked orders, another prospect, Shane Bowers, made sure 
he was in the correct spots. 

Bowers was an oxymoron by then: a veteran rookie. The No. 28 overall 
draft pick by Ottawa in 2017, acquired by Colorado in the Matt Duchene 
trade that year, he had been through his share of rookie camps. 

“He was helping me a lot,” Olausson said. “Talked to me when my 
English wasn’t that good. On the ice, what to do. He’s a good guy.” 

A year later, Bowers is still awaiting his NHL chance. The forward’s 
career has been ravaged by injuries and the pandemic, but the 23-year-
old is off to maybe his best AHL start. With increased defensive reliability 
as his emphasis, he still tallied six points in the first seven games. 

“My goal has been the same since I signed with the Avs, since I signed 
my entry-level,” Bowers said. “I want to play in the NHL…It hasn’t 
happened yet, but I’m trying not to lose sight of that bigger picture.” 

Ask him how he feels about the season so far, and he’ll point out the 
Eagles’ losing record first. Still, he understands the importance of his 
individual performance after re-signing with the Avalanche on a one-year 
contract in August when his entry-level deal was up. Bowers is the only 
first-round pick from the 2017 draft class who has not played in the NHL. 

“My mindset’s still the same every year. Obviously you wish it would have 
happened earlier, and everyone wants to play in the NHL as soon as 
they can,” he said. “But now it’s like, when I get there, I want to be ready 
and I want to stay. Everyone has a different timeline. Everyone has a 
different path….The cards I’ve been dealt, I’m going to deal with them.” 

Is this the year? The Avs have been experimenting with their fourth line, 
already making several roster moves between the NHL and AHL clubs. 
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Current Eagles Anton Blidh, Jayson Megna and Ben Meyers have all 
appeared for the Avalanche. 

Meanwhile, Bowers waits. 

“It’s important to try and just focus on yourself, in a non-selfish way, 
obviously. You’re in a team environment,” he said. “But not worrying 
about who’s getting called up or if you’re getting called up. Just focus on 
doing your job.” 

Ben Meyers’ unlucky setback 

The timing was a little unusual, but the decision was mutual. 

Meyers scored Oct. 17 on his old home ice in Minnesota with family and 
former college teammates watching. The Avalanche rolled over the Wild 
6-3 with help from the former Golden Gopher. The next day, Meyers and 
Avs coach Jared Bednar had a conversation about his development. 

Bednar liked what Meyers was doing with the puck, but he offered 
constructive criticism about Meyers’ play “away from the puck, about 
being in the right spots, in all three zones,” Meyers said. 

They both decided it would be good for him to work on those details in 
the AHL. 

“It was pretty simple,” Meyers said. “I’m making the adjustment to pro 
hockey, and it’s not always the best move when you’re playing six 
minutes a night to try to get better.” 

Meyers was a star in college. He led Minnesota to the Frozen Four and 
was a finalist for the prestigious Hobey Baker Award (once won by Cale 
Makar). He appeared in five games last spring for the Avalanche. But 
playing bottom-six is a tricky transition. 

“It’s just a situation I’ve never been in, to be in limited minutes,” he said. 
“It’s all just a learning experience.” 

So he went to Loveland, ready for the increased ice time but sustained 
an injury in his first game. 

“Expect to be back within a week,” he said Wednesday. “Kind of 
unknown so far, but it is minor.” 
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Baugh: My memories of Peter McNab, who was always there for a warm 
hockey conversation 

 

Peter Baugh 

 

Wearing a gray vest, Peter McNab sat last month in his normal perch at 
Family Sports Center, watching the Avalanche players skate. At 70 years 
old, he still loved to observe the sport he’d been around his whole life. He 
still loved to learn. 

In front of us, a little to our right, a pair of boys — they were maybe 10 
years old — were eating nachos and taking in practice. For a few 
seconds, McNab turned his attention away from the ice, smiling as he 
looked at the kids. After a while, they noticed the longtime Avalanche 
broadcaster and walked up the stairs. 

“Could I have your autograph and a selfie?” one asked, his friend 
following with the same request. 

McNab said yes, just as he always did. I didn’t know him long, but I never 
saw him blow off a fan. He asked the kids’ names — Ross and Ethan, 
they answered — and signed a slip of paper for each. 

“Is it fun doing what you do?” one asked. 

“Yeah,” McNab said with his warm smile. “It is.” 

Then, when the kids scampered away happily with their autographs, he 
reminded them to clean up their nachos. He didn’t want someone else to 
have to do it. 

Those fleeting few minutes — his joy watching those kids, how nice he 
was when they came over, the reminder to clean up — is how I want to 
remember Peter McNab. 

Altitude TV announced in a statement Saturday that McNab has died at 
70 years old. He was diagnosed with cancer last September, and though 
it went into remission in February, it ended up returning. 

“The Altitude and KSE family are saddened to announce the passing of 
our friend, Peter McNab,” read the statement, which was shared on the 
Avalanche and AltitudeTV Twitter accounts. “Our hearts go out to his 
family and friends, and the McNab family asks for privacy during this 
unimaginably difficult time.” 

Nicknamed Maxy, McNab played 955 NHL games with the Sabres, 
Bruins, Canucks and Devils. He appeared in a Stanley Cup Final with the 
Sabres, scored 363 career goals and had two 40-goal seasons with the 
Bruins. He moved to the broadcast booth with New Jersey in 1987-88, 
the season after his playing career ended, then joined the Avalanche 
broadcast team as a color commentator for their inaugural season in 
1995-96. That marked a return to Denver, where he played college 
hockey at the University of Denver. In 2021, he was inducted into the 
U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame. 

His final full season, 2021-22, ended with an Avalanche Stanley Cup win. 
He did color commentary for Altitude Radio during the Final and was on 
the ice interviewing players after Game 6 in Tampa Bay. At one point 
during a particularly close playoff game, I mentioned to him how tense 
everything felt. He grinned, because this was hockey. This was fun. 

“As word emerges of the loss of my partner, our friend and an incredible 
man and father, please keep McNab’s wonderful family in your thoughts 
and prayers and remember him for (the) outstanding family man, hockey 
player (and) broadcaster he was,” tweeted Marc Moser, Altitude’s 
television play-by-play man for Avalanche games. 

When I moved to Denver ahead of the 2020-21 season, I didn’t know all 
that much about hockey. I enjoyed watching it and jumped on an 
opportunity to cover the Avalanche, but so much of the sport was new to 
me. The best way to learn was by watching and having conversations, 
and there was no one better to talk with than Peter McNab. 

Especially as COVID-19 restrictions started to lift the past couple of 
seasons, McNab and I frequently found ourselves sitting together at 
practices, most of the time because I plopped down next to him. He 
always said hello warmly, and we discovered he knew the mother of one 
of my best friends from college. 

“We have a mutual friend!” he said that day. 

Mostly, though, we talked about hockey, bouncing line combination ideas 
off each other and trying to identify roster moves the Avalanche could 
make. He pointed out things during skates I never would have noticed; 
when you’re a hockey lifer, you develop an eye for small details. 

He had a gift for storytelling, which made him both a wonderful color 
commentator and a great person to shoot the breeze with. He told me 
about scoring two goals once against Philadelphia, only for the Flyers to 
get extra nasty, working to prevent a hat trick in their own arena. He 
ended the game covered in bruises, he said with a laugh. Sure enough, 
the Flyers didn’t let him get that third goal. 

I won’t pretend I knew McNab better than I did. But he was a kind, kind 
soul and a pleasure to be around. He always made me comfortable, and 
our conversations made me better at my job. I’ll miss him. 

One day back in training camp, I brought up his sickness. I had 
previously tried not to bother him about it, other than to say I was sorry 
after his initial diagnosis. But I had watched over and over as people 
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came up to him to tell him he looked great, not knowing the cancer was 
back. He was always so warm in response, as hard as it must have 
been. So I told him his graciousness impressed me beyond words. It 
takes a rare type of person to show such exceeding goodness to anyone 
who wanted to say hello and wish him well. I wanted him to know that. 

There were difficult moments, he replied. It’s hard when the 
conversations with family become real. When they become about what 
happens after you’re gone. It was heartbreaking to hear, and I couldn’t 
quite figure out the right response. 

He saved me the trouble. He said something about hockey, and that had 
our attention once again. 
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In His Own Words: Celebrating the Life of Peter McNab... RIP, Maxy 

 

Terry Frei 

 

If ever there was a true gentleman in the world of sports, it was Peter 
McNab, who lost is valiant battle with cancer on Sunday, November 6. 
McNab, best known by fans in Colorado for his work as an analyst for 
Avalanche games, was also a Hall-of-Fame player and – as cliché as it 
might sound – an even better person. Though wildly accomplished in 
game of hockey, McNab was never too big or too busy to share his 
knowledge and passion of the game with anyone. As a broadcaster, 
McNab was not only classy, fair and polished, he was a willing mentor. 
There are countless members of the sports broadcasting community who 
were positively impacted by McNab. On a personal level, McNab could 
not have been more gracious to me during the time we shared the “desk” 
while filming Altitude’s “All Sports Summit Show.” He took time time to 
teach me the intricacies of hockey, a game that in many ways was still 
foreign to me. He had a way of doing so, however, that never made 
anyone feel dumb or uninformed. He’d always go out of his way to let you 
know if you’d made a good point or an astute observation. Never – not 
once – did I ever see McNab show up to work without a smile on his 
face. 

Last October, my friend and longtime hockey scribe Terry Frei sat down 
with McNab to talk about his battle with cancer and his induction into the 
United States Hockey Hall of Fame. Though the sports world is incredibly 
sad to learn of Peter the Great’s passing, everyone at Mile High Sports 
will be celebrating the fact that we were all lucky enough to know him. 
Peter McNab will most certainly be missed. 

-Doug Ottewill, Mile High Sports editor-in-chief 

Foreword: Unfortunately, we had heard this was coming. Peter McNab 
had suffered a relapse in his cancer battle. Though I knew him for 27 
years, dating back to the Avalanche’s first season in Denver, you are 
now and will be hearing from many who knew him better than I did. 
That’s what Peter was. He made friends anywhere and everywhere. He 
was a father. A partner for years with Diane. A former player. A 
broadcaster. And so, so much more, all with a self-deprecating sense of 
humor constantly left you laughing and smiling. I covered the NHL during 
his playing career, too, and was excited to meet him here in Colorado 
and chat with him over the years — and then to speak with him for this 
Mile High Sports interview shortly after public disclosure of his cancer 
diagnosis. I laughed though much of it and also didn’t even need his 
frequent friendly admonitions of, “Now, Terry, you can’t use this, but…” 
(Truth was, there often was NO way we could use that.) Peter was a 
hilarious man with a hockey edge. I hope you read this interview and 
discover things about this great man you didn’t know. I’m proud to be the 
conduit. So long, Maxy. 

-Terry Frei 

Terry Frei: How’d you find out about your United States Hockey Hall of 
Fame selection and what was – or is – your reaction? 

Peter McNab: It was really interesting for me because I was on the 
selection committee for 12 years. I don’t think I would have appreciated 
what a true honor it was to be selected if I hadn’t been on the committee. 
I hadn’t been on the committee the last couple of years. I truly did not 
expect to be selected. It was just this really cool feeling. The one thing I 
did learn from being on the selection committee was that they take it very 
seriously. They’re not lining up the five best statistical players for that 
particular year. They really looked at people who contributed in hockey. 
That part, more than anything, made me feel really good. I know how 
hard I worked to pick out the people I picked out every year. To know that 
the other selectors had done that through the years, and then to be 
selected, it was just a tremendous honor. 

TF: When did you become a U.S. citizen? 

PM: I’m not 100 percent sure when, but it was back in my Boston days. I 
think I just wanted to. I’d been here long enough, and I’d lived in San 
Diego from the time I was 14. I grew up in a military town. Going from 
home to my school, we would walk right through military housing. The 
Navy and the Marines were there. During my time in San Diego, it was 
the Vietnam War. I had a lot of friends from school who ended up going 
over and not one of them came back the same. They didn’t want to talk 
about it, they would never talk about it, and they’d get angry if you 
pushed them about it. The military part was very real for me. 

TF: Your dad, Max, played in the NHL and was on a Stanley Cup winner 
at Detroit. He then was a well-known coach and executive in the old 
Western Hockey League, when it was a popular West Coast staple of pro 
minor-league hockey. He went from the Vancouver Canucks to the San 
Diego Gulls, which is why you moved to the U.S. when you were 14. 
Before that, did you have a typical Canadian experience in starting young 
and loving hockey? 

PM: There is no question there’s this huge line right down the middle of 
my life when I moved to San Diego. My daughters later would say, “Dad 
you really have this unusual outlook on life. You’ve got no discipline.” I’d 
say, “Yeah,” because you took a family from a little pulp and paper town 
outside Vancouver – New Westminster – and dropped us into Southern 
California during the ‘60s. The girls didn’t understand it until there was a 
documentary on Southern California in the ‘60s, on what was going on 
and how it was the center of this huge social revolution of sex, drugs and 
rock ‘n roll. So, then my dad, who couldn’t be more hockey through and 
through, comes to me then when I’m 14 and says, “Listen, if we stay here 
in San Diego, your hockey career is over. I’ve talked to Grandma and 
Grandpa and you could go live with them in Chilliwack [B.C.]. Think about 
that for a couple of weeks.” He fully – fully! – expects me to say I’ll go 
back and live with my grandparents and play hockey. Well, I had started 
to meet some buddies. They had every sport under the sun. I loved 
baseball. You could do whatever you wanted. It’s sunny all the time! I’m 
14 and I’m going down to the beach. I’m looking around and asking 
myself, “Do I really want to go back and freeze my ass off?” Then two 
weeks later, my dad takes me in his office and asks if I’d made up my 
mind. I said, “Yeah, as a matter of fact, I made up my mind 13 days ago.” 
So he asked me when I wanted to leave for Chilliwack. I said, “This is 
Nirvana, I’m not leaving here. Are you crazy? This is phenomenal.” I can 
never forget my dad’s face as I’m saying this. 

TF: Was there any youth hockey at all? 

PM: Just enough so I could play. We had 25 or 30 games a year. Our 
practice arena was at a mall and the rink was 120 feet by 60 feet. But 
you know what? I never regretted the decision once. 

TF: So hockey, baseball and … ? 

PM: I moved pianos and I would work all the concerts at the San Diego 
Sports Arena. I’d be backstage and it was like nothing a little Canadian 
boy had ever seen before. Janis Joplin was over here, and Jimi Hendrix 
was over there. Anything, everything, was fair game. That time, more 
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than any, kind of shaped who I am and turned out to be. (Laughs.) 
Unfortunately, as my children would say. 

TF: You went from there to DU on a combination hockey-baseball 
scholarship, and you did play rightfield for the Pioneers for two seasons. 
Why’d you decide to concentrate on hockey? 

PM: I truly did love playing baseball, but the hockey part I just liked 
better. There were some good things that happened my freshman year. I 
was more in tune with the hockey players. Plus, I realized in San Diego 
that my limitation always was going to be laying off the high heat. When I 
was in high school, I faced John d’Acquisto in a regional game – he went 
on to the big leagues – and I was up five times. I swung 15 times. I 
missed the ball 15 times. I was a good player, all-league and stuff like 
that, but I very much knew my limits. There was no way I was going to go 
past college in baseball. 

TF: In hockey, you were starring for curmudgeonly coach Murray 
Armstrong and the Pioneers, as part of a legendary eight-man freshman 
class. 

PM: We stuck together. There was some hockey talent and we won 
games. It was a really fun, easy time of our life. It would have been 
impossible to enjoy the three years more than we did. We could not have 
had a better time. We didn’t win it, but we went to the NCAA final four 
three times. I was getting an opportunity. (Laughs.) We were really good, 
but the discipline level … well, we were a little lacking there. We came 
there in 1970 and we looked around – the fraternity parties, the sorority 
parties? I mean, we were right in there. We had track shoes on. 

TF: The Sabres drafted you after your sophomore year and you signed 
after your junior year. And you were with Buffalo for three seasons. By 
your third year, your dad was in the NHL, too, as GM of the Capitals. 

PM: Under no circumstances did I think I was going to be a player in this 
league. It was a three-line league. I was the 10th or 11th forward. But I 
was seeing the NHL. My dad said he thought I could play, but in case I 
couldn’t, make a list of things I wanted to do. I wanted to see the 
Montreal Canadiens’ locker room and some other things, but my favorite 
one was I was going to chase Bobby Orr around the net. So, we’re in 
Boston, we’re getting swamped, and I’m on the ice and he’s behind the 
net. I went in behind the net and by the time I turned to come up the ice 
Bobby was at the top of the circle. All I see is this big ass, bowlegs, and 
he’s off. I told myself, “Maxy, remember that.” He was just magic. 

TF: After three seasons in Buffalo, you were traded to Boston. I think it’s 
fair to say that worked out. In your first six seasons with the Bruins, the 
fewest goals you scored was 35. 

PM: It was the biggest break of my career. [Sabres GM] Punch Imlach 
called me in and said, “Listen, you’re not going to play here. We have a 
No. 1 center, we have a No. 2, and we have young guys coming in at 3 
and 4. I’m going to move you.” I said, “Okay, that’s nice of you.” [Bruins 
GM] Harry Sinden calls and asks if I would like to join the Bruins. Would 
I? They had everything except a second-line center who could maybe 
score some goals. I plunked into this wonderful spot. With great players, 
great teammates, Hall of Famers, and I had a niche. I could have gone to 
a lot of other clubs where I wouldn’t have anything close to the same 
opportunity. They were just so tough, rough and tumble, and the fans 
loved them. Playing in Boston was just the coolest thing. It was fun to be 
part of a team that the city really loved. These guys were men. They 
played like men. And we partied like boys. 

TF: You played for Don Cherry part of that time. Yet you, mild-mannered 
Peter McNab, probably are best known for being among the Bruins who 
climbed into the stands at Madison Square Garden in 1979 to confront 
fans. It didn’t really get out of control, and the worst was Mike Milbury 
taking off a fan’s shoe and hitting him with it. But it got a ton of attention. 

PM: Everything you saw on the ice was exactly the way that team was. 
The funniest thing about the deal at Madison Square Garden was Terry 
O’Reilly went up first. He was getting kicked at by this guy. I mean, Terry 
O’Reilly saved my ass so many times. He said, “Maxy, you can’t fight at 

all, can you? I’m getting tired of having to worry about you.” He showed 
me some of the things to do to protect myself. I was big enough and 
strong enough, but I couldn’t fight to save my life. Now in this thing, the 
guy is kicking at [O’Reilly]. I grabbed this guy and he’s running away and 
I’m going, “God, stand up for yourself.” I think it was the 23rd of 
December of ‘79. We’re in the locker room talking, we had a late Delta 
flight back, we’ll go to this bar and we’ll have the Christmas party the next 
day. We didn’t even think twice about what had happened! Then all of a 
sudden after Christmas, it blows up. They say we have to go to Chicago, 
and we’re going, “For what?” But that typified that team. One guy was in 
trouble and that wasn’t going to be okay. And years later, I was glad that 
those fans decided they were going to get out of there in a hurry. We had 
a couple of guys you didn’t want to turn around to say, “Oh, yeah?” It 
would have been a very long night. 

TF: What about playing for Don Cherry? 

PM: I really enjoyed it. The most underrated ability Grapes had was five 
minutes into the game, he knew exactly who was playing well, who we 
should go to with the extra minutes in that game. He had great bench 
management. He coached veteran players really well and it was a 
veteran club. He had the ability to know how to stretch a 3- or 4-game 
winning streak to 7, 8 or 9, but he could instinctively pick the game we 
were going to go south. Then he would have a field day with it. For that 
group at that time, I don’t think they could have had a better coach. 

TF: You moved to finish up at Vancouver and New Jersey. And by then, 
your dad was the Devils’ GM. 

PM: There’s two sides to it. I wouldn’t suggest it to anybody. If I’d been 
more in the wheelhouse of my career, it might have been different. But I 
was getting older. Being the general manager’s son, there were some 
trying times. The guys weren’t thrilled with it. On the other side of it, I met 
these young players coming into the league – Kirk Muller, Ken Daneyko, 
John MacLean –who became my life-long friends. And I was able to get 
into the broadcasting end of it when Dr. [John] McMullen [Devils owner] 
asked me if I’d like to do it. 

TF: How’d that come about? 

PM: He and my dad were really good friends. He asked me what I’d like 
to do next. I had watched my dad be in management. It’s a tough life and 
I wasn’t sure I wanted to do that. I couldn’t coach because I could never 
tell a player what to do. That’s just not my nature. Dr. McMullen said, 
“Listen, we’re going from 12 games to 60 on SportsChannel, would you 
like to do that?” I said, “That sounds more like what I’d like to do.” My first 
partner is Gary Thorne. My second partner is Mike Emrick. Talk about 
getting carried by Hall of Fame broadcasters. 

TF: You had some ties to Denver and came back to do the Avalanche 
broadcasts from Day 1, beginning in 1995. We’re fast-forwarding through 
26 years, but what were the highlights for you? 

PM: Obviously, the two Cups were so cool. The first year, there was no 
way on God’s green earth that you thought they were going to win. They 
thought they were good, but Detroit had 132 points. That first year, they 
were so much fun to watch. There were nights when the other team 
simply didn’t touch the puck. Once Patrick came in, the goaltending was 
A-1. Then Pierre Lacroix traded Owen Nolan, a superstar, for this 
defenseman, Sandis Ozolinsh, nobody’s ever heard of. He was the 
catalyst to their offensive game. And the city was just on fire. That first 
parade, I’ll never forget. 

TF: And from there? 

PM: That first team was great for quite a while. There were phenomenal 
hockey games. The rivalry with Detroit. I played in some rivalries that 
were intense, but nothing like that. The thing that separated Detroit-
Colorado from the rest was the skill level of both teams. The way the 
games were played, the intensity. Guys would come in saying they get it, 
but you talk to them after the game and they say, “—-, you have to watch 
yourself in warmup!” But you win a Cup, and then you have a 5- or 6-year 
run with that rivalry and hockey’s here, it’s cemented into the fabric of the 
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community. We’re a hockey city now. It’s been great to be a small part of 
it. We’ve got great youth hockey. Everybody knows who the Avalanche 
are. Plus, over time, for me personally, I’ve always enjoyed watching 
players develop. 

TF: Now we come to your current fight, which began with your diagnosis 
in August. Out of respect for you and your privacy, we won’t go into all 
the specifics. But how did you find out you had cancer and what was your 
reaction? 

PM: I told the doctor he had the wrong diagnosis, to go back and get 
another sheet. (Laughs) No, I assume it’s like this for everyone else. It’s 
the most shocking, frightening, terrifying word that you’ve ever heard. At 
that moment, you just feel so completely alone with this feeling you never 
thought you were going to feel. It’s impossible to describe but I’m finding 
out in talking to others who have gone through it, it’s the same feeling 
everyone has initially. You think cancer and right up glued to it comes 
death. When I was a kid, that was it. Then you start looking at the 
different situations and treatments and whatever. But the worst was 
telling Diane [long-time partner Diane Wenner] and my daughters 
[Shanon and Robyn]. Nobody had any idea. It wasn’t like I was sick. 
Pete’s got, and dad’s got, cancer. They’ve been great, but there were a 
tough first couple of hours of trying to digest the whole thing. 

TF: You’re going to continue to work, though? 

PM: Yes. My hair’s gone, so it’s going to be pretty obvious. I’m lucky 
enough that I have some really good friends I’ve had for a long time. 
There’s no bull. Each of these guys who have been through this say, 
“Maxy, if you can keep going, keep going because your mind stays.” If 
you’re kind of alone, you can start to move towards the bad mentally. My 
daughter’s heading back to Thailand and will be there for two years. Am I 
going to see her again? Stuff like that. They said if you can keep your 
mind going and be positive, give it a shot. But we’ll see. If at some point 
it’s obvious it’s become, “Oh, my God, it’s embarrassing to watch,” then 
of course you change. I’m going to give it my full effort. Altitude’s been 
fantastic. We’ll just see how it goes. 

TF: This is a statement, not a question. We’re all with you and you’re 
going to kick cancer’s ass. 

PM: Thank you very much. If it comes down to having good wishes and 
best wishes from a lot of people, I have a good start. 
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To All Fans, Peter McNab Was THE Voice Of The Avalanche  

 

Pat Salvas 

 

“You’re from where? And you came here for this?” 

I’ll always remember those words Peter McNab yelled to me over the 
barricade from his platform overlooking City Hall the morning of this 
year’s Stanley Cup parade. I had ventured out into the city earlier than 
most parade-goers that Thursday morning thanks to my body clock still 
being on east coast time.  

I’m usually up at 6 a.m. here, so when the alarm clock showed 5 a.m. 
local time, I was already pretty much wide awake… to my chagrin. So I 
decided to leave my 17th Street hotel on the route and scope out where 
the rally would be at the end of the parade. After meandering around 
Civic Center Park and seeing all the people there, I walked off to the side 
and saw where the Altitude broadcast was setting up. 

To my amazement, there he was in a red shirt and blue hat… Peter 
McNab! I stood there for a minute not really knowing what to do next. I 
tell myself that I don’t get starstruck and I try to respect people’s privacy. 

I’ve met a lot of famous people in my travels thanks to my job, but 
sometimes it’s people you least expect — or others would recognize — 
that make you fall back into childish ways. 

I yelled up, “Hey Pete!” He looked down and gave me a smile and a 
wave. “Great day for a parade, eh?” I yelled up to him. He leaned over 
the railing and that smile got even bigger before saying “This is going to 
be a great day!” 

I laughed and gave him a thumbs up, perfectly content if that was our 
only interaction. It wasn’t. He followed up with “So where’d you come 
from for this?” 

“I flew in yesterday from New Hampshire,” I called back. 

“You’re from where? And you came here just for this?” 

“I wasn’t missing this… and my wife said I could,” I answered. 

“You sound like a great fan and she sounds like a great woman!” 

We exchanged small talk for another minute, but I could see that his on-
site producer was trying to get his attention. Peter brushed him off for a 
second to keep talking with me, but I didn’t want to be a distraction from 
his job so I said goodbye. Before leaving I did manage to say to him, 
“Hey, you’re looking great! We watch you every game and we’ve been 
thinking about you. Stay well.” 

He patted his heart and mouthed ‘thank you’ before turning around to 
once again focus on the thing that made us all love him: his work. 

I was so excited that I texted my buddy Nick to tell him that I met and 
talked to Peter McNab. I texted Nick because he would appreciate it and, 
most importantly, know who he was! 

In Dater’s piece earlier, he said that for everyone over 35, they have the 
ability to remember Peter McNab as a hockey player. I’m 37 and that’s 
just not true. To me, a kid from New England and in Bruins territory, 
Peter McNab will always be the voice of the Avalanche. 

He worked with John Kelly, Mike Haynes and, most recently, with Marc 
Moser in 27 seasons of Avalanche hockey. Aside from Joe Sakic, Peter 
McNab was the face of the Colorado Avalanche to many fans. The 
constant voice for a franchise since Day 1.  

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

I remember him most as a kid from the Landslide home video chronicling 
the run to the 1996 Stanley Cup. That hair, that voice, those insightful 
stories… what a stud. 

As a kid, my memories of watching the Avalanche are mostly intertwined 
with the voices of Gary Thorne and Bill Clement during the national 
broadcasts and the occasional Steve Levy west-coast games. It wasn’t 
until college and the introduction of streaming services that I could fully 
appreciate the greatness of Peter McNab in the booth.  

An annual subscriber to the NHL.tv app allowed me to watch some of the 
worst seasons of hockey in franchise history (2007-14). It was painful 
some nights to turn in at 9 p.m. and watch those games. The saving 
grace for a bad performance from some of those Avs teams was listening 
to McNab talk about the game.  

I’m a hockey lifer. I played it. I worked in it. I lived it. I don’t need the color 
guy to explain it to me like I’m new. Peter McNab didn’t do that. But he 
didn’t cater to people like me either. He walked a line that explained the 
game to people who don’t consume it like me, while also giving diehards 
the depth of analysis that we expected. 

It was why my wife — a non-hockey fan before we met — could watch 
games and not be turned off by its coverage. We laugh at the Ryker’s 
hair and suits, Keefe’s intermission bewilderment at the circus he’s very 
much a part of, Moser’s insane goal calls and JML’s wine-cellar lifestyle.  

And, amidst all that craziness, we respected the patriarch of the 
broadcast. A man whose love of the game and this team was above 
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reproach. Although he was the US Hockey Hall of Famer and an NHL-
lifer with playing and broadcast careers that give him instant and 
unquestioned credibility, he wasn’t above the hijinx of his coworkers. 
Peter McNab understood that hockey is a kids game played amongst 
teammates and friends. This crew we all watch nightly on Altitude was 
now his family and teammates and he was going to have fun with them. 

Today, I thought back on that beautiful sunny Denver morning and how 
lucky I am to have a story like the one above to share about the great 
Peter McNab.  

My only regret was not asking him how great it felt to punch a Rangers 
fan… 

I texted my friend Nick tonight once again about Peter McNab. Our brief 
conversation was more somber than the one back in June. That’s what 
happens when you both feel a sense of loss for a man you didn’t truly 
know… but you felt like you did. 

Rest easy, Peter. And thank you for sharing your love of hockey with so 
many. And to his family and in the words of John Kelly: ‘THANK YOU!’ 
for sharing him with us. We appreciated it. 

I snuck a selfie in after our conversation… backwards hat guys stick 
together.  
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Peter McNab, 1952-2022: He Lived Life To The Fullest, And For Him 
Hockey Was Life  

 

Adrian Dater 

 

“Have I got one for you“. Whenever Peter McNab said that to me, and he 
said it quite frequently over the 27 years that I knew the man, I knew I 
was about to a) Get some really good nugget of information about the 
Avalance or the NHL in general that I would be able to use for a story 
and b) Get a further education in the game of hockey that I knew would 
serve useful down the road. 

With the exception of Scotty Bowman and Ken Hitchcock, two people I’ve 
been fortunate to know, I personally can’t think of anyone in the business 
who loved the game of hockey more than Peter McNab. 

Peter McNab was taken from us today, after a lengthy fight with cancer, 
at 70. This is a dark day for the Avalanche and anyone who was 
fortunate enough to know him. And that was a LOT of people. Peter was 
totally obsessed with hockey and the Avalanche, but he had a big, warm 
personality too. Anybody – anybody – he ever met at the rink, on the 
street, at the hotels, wherever, he would always give a smile and shake 
hands and make genuine conversation with that person. And, he would 
really listen to the other person, too. He made you feel like the big shot, 
not him. He had these great big, bear paw hands. When he shook your 
hand, it felt like you had just put your own hand into a vise. Hockey 
players are known for firm handshakes, but Peter’s hands were like 
granite. 

Peter was always a gentleman. That’s the word I’ll always best 
remember him. He especially loved kids, and talking hockey or whatever 
with them. He met my own son a couple of times, and really engaged 
with him, about his hopes and dreams, etc. One of the first greetings I got 
in recent years from Peter was always “How’s the kid?” 

People under, say, 35 probably have no memory of Peter McNab the 
hockey player, but those over 35 like me, and who grew up in New 
England as big Boston Bruins fans? We well remember what a damn 
good player he was. I mean, you can’t just score 363 goals in a career, 
like Peter did, and be chopped liver. Peter had a great instinct for getting 

the puck in scoring areas, and when he had just a few inches of space to 
shoot, he didn’t miss much. 

Peter McNab 

It was with the Bruins that he had his true heyday as a player, but he also 
played with Buffalo, Vancouver and New Jersey – and he always had 
great stories about playing with those teams. Peter always had a great 
story about his career, or more precisely, about teammates or opposing 
players from his career. 

One of my favorites was when he and the Bruins were playing in 
Edmonton the first year Wayne Gretzky played there in the NHL. Don’t 
forget, back then players rarely got to see other players if they didn’t 
directly compete against them. On this night, Peter and many of his 
Bruins teammates had never seen the Great One play yet, and before 
the game there was some scoffing about the “overyhped” kid and “how 
good can he really be, he looks like a broomhandle?” 

Then, in Peter’s telling of the story, this was the Bruins locker-room 
chatter after the first period: “So, first ballot Hall of Fame or later ballot?” 
That’s how fast their opinion changed after just one period against him. 

People forgot that Peter starred at the University of Denver as a player 
too. He always had great stories about legendary coach Murray “The 
Chief” Armstrong, and he always kept in touch with his ex-teammates. 
He actually spent most of his teenage years in San Diego and really 
learned the game there. 

Peter always spoke reverently of teammates such as Terry O’Reilly, Stan 
Jonathan, Gerry Cheevers, John Wensink and many others. I think 
O’Reilly, who he always called “Taz”, was his closest friend in the game. 
But Peter had so many friends. 

And yet, there was a mystique to Peter as well. At the rink, he would talk 
to anybody and everybody. Away from the rink? You almost never saw 
him. In the 27 years I was around him covering the Avalanche, I never 
once sat down with him for a meal or a beer or anything. I never saw him 
doing that with anyone else from the Avalanche or television entourage. 
A lot of us called him “The Fog” in that sense. Once the work day was 
over at the rink, Peter just went where Peter went and did what Peter did, 
and none of us questioned him about it. That was just Peter – 
magnanimous and outgoing in public, but intensely private away from the 
job. One thing I feel confident in saying Peter was always doing away 
from the job, at home or in the hotels, was just watching more hockey. It 
seemed like he always knew every detail of the rest of the games in the 
NHL the night before, and would want to talk about it back at the rink. 

Peter was such a kindly gentleman to everybody and had perfect 
manners. But my favorite Peter McNab was the guy who would lean in 
closer to your ear and tell you what he really thought about anything and 
everything. The thing is, if you wrote any of it, you would get a look that 
would kill, and in my earliest days I learned that the hard way. If he really 
trusted you, too, he would talk in real hockey-speak, which means: lots of 
profanity. For him, that was a sign of endearment. 

As I said, I know of few people I’ve come across in the biz who just were 
obsessed by the game more than Peter. Everybody said he got that from 
his late father, Max, who was a longtime coach and GM in the game. I 
had the good fortune of being introduced by Peter to Max at a game one 
time, and Peter was the spitting image of him in every way. Max talked 
hockey nonstop, but had the same friendly, gentlemanly air to him. 

Yet, Peter was also a doting father. While you didn’t ask him about his 
private life much, he would sometimes bring up his daughter, 
unprompted, and what she was doing and he always spoke with a lot of 
pride about her. And, of his grandkids. 

Peter was a great analyst with the Avalanche. He was always, always 
well prepared. At or after the morning skate, you’d always see Peter 
writing all kinds of things in his ever-present notebook, on the lines and 
special teams formations or researching a gazillion different stats that 
he’d use on the broadcast. He loved to share those personally-
researched stats with his viewers, and even to lazy print schmucks like 
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me. Hence, the “have I got one for you” reference. If you could, on the 
rare occasion, manage to give him a stat that he already didn’t know, his 
face would light up and he’d use it on the air too. 

He had so much energy for the job too, like he had 50 Red Bulls before 
every game. He just loved being at the rink, watching and talking hockey. 
We, as hockey neophytes in Denver when the Avalanche first came here 
in 1995, were the beneficiaries of that. It just won’t be the same anymore 
without Peter McNab doing the color to the games. 

And, how much does it say to the quality of his work, right up to the end, 
that he was the one who saw that the puck was in the net first, on that 
huge Nazem Kadri overtime goal in Tampa Bay in the Cup Final, and 
everybody else didn’t know? 

“It DID go in!,” McNab correctly observed, well before anything was made 
official. Here watch for yourself. This was a guy still battling cancer, who 
was working on the radio for Altitude, not TV, and still was the most 
prepared, observant guy of any media working that game. 

I know I speak for a lot of us who had the good fortunte of meeting the 
man and consuming his work: 

Thank you, Peter. 

Colorado hockey now LOADED: 11.07.2022 
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Dater's Daily: Bo Byram Is Day-To-Day 

 

Bo Byram 

 

Colorado Hockey Now: Bo Byram did the pregame skate for yesterday’s 
game, but was a late scratch with a lower body injury. He is listed as day-
to-day. 

Speaking of Bo Byram: He and Kyle Keefe had a good exchange… 

In case you missed the burn of the century. @kylekeefetv | @Avalanche 
pic.twitter.com/9p1t9q84UR 

— AltitudeTV (@AltitudeTV) November 6, 2022 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

National Hockey Now 

Welcome our newest site to the Hockey Now family, LA Hockey Now! 

NYI Hockey Now: The Islanders five game win streak came to 
screeching halt against the Red Wings. 

Philly Hockey Now: The Flyers continue to soar with a win over the 
Senators. 

Washington Hockey Now: Ovechkin passes Howe for most goals with 
one team. 

Vegas Hockey Now: The Golden Knights are on a roll as they win their 
seventh in a row. 

Montreal Hockey Now: Analyzing the Canadiens’ rookie defensemen 
early results. 

Around The League 

The Hockey Writers: Auston Matthews is smiling during scrums, what 
does this mean? 

TSN: The Washington Capitals claim forward Nicolas Aube-Kubel off the 
waiver wire from the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Sportsnet: Ottawa Senators sale to heat up around Thanksgiving. 

ESPN: Matt Duchene scores in the shootout to wrap up a win for the 
Predators. 
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Kaut And Maltsev Reassigned by Avalanche  

 

Brennan Vogt 

 

The Colorado Avalanche made a couple of transactions while most of us 
were asleep last night. The Avalanche have reassigned Martin Kaut and 
Mikhail Maltsev to the Colorado Eagles of the AHL. This is more than 
likely a paper/cap transaction, as there have been a couple of players 
banged up on the Finland trip. 

Since Martin Kaut’s last recall on October 18th, he has been on a bit of a 
roller coaster. He was initially called up and thrown right onto second 
line. 

His performance was better, but he unfortunately saw a decrease in ice 
time. At some points, he was even benched for the entire third period 
(Seattle, Vegas and NY Rangers games this happened). Kaut was 
seeing time on the fourth line until the Columbus series in Finland where 
injuries bumped him back to the second line. Last night, Kaut played his 
best career NHL game with his first multi-point game. During this call-up, 
he had one goal and one assist, six shots on goal, and was plus-2. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Mikhail Maltsev was playing as the fourth line center the whole time that 
he had been called up. He has been with the Avalanche on this round 
since October 25th, seeing playing time in five games. In most of the 
games he was averaging less than ten minutes of ice time and no shots 
on goal. Last night’s Columbus game was the first time he broke ten 
minutes of ice time (11:05). Maltsev had four shots on goal and no other 
stats during his time with the Avalanche. 

As I mentioned before, this more than likely a paper/cap transaction. The 
Avalanche will not play again until Thursday against the Nashville 
Predators at Ball Arena. There is a slight chance that Kaut and Maltsev 
could trek up north to play for the Eagles on Tuesday or Wednesday 
when the they play the Texas Stars. But, either way I think at least Kaut 
will be back with the team with his best game of his career last night. 
Maltsev on the other hand, he may stay with the Eagles. 

Subscribe to CHN+ today! 

Brennan is an aspiring sports writer just getting started in the industry. He 
is also an intern writer for Full Press Coverage. Brennan has lived in 
Colorado his whole life and is a graduate in History at Colorado State 
University. He loves rock and metal music, especially the band Papa 
Roach. 
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NHL99: Henrik Sedin thrived off brotherly rivalry — ‘We would yell at 
each other’ 

 

Thomas Drance 

07/11/2022 
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Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Teammates and coaches and trainers never really noticed when Henrik 
and Daniel Sedin were furious with one another. 

“Like truly mad? At each other?” former Vancouver Canucks strength and 
conditioning coach Roger Takahashi responded when asked if he ever 
saw it. “No, I honestly can’t say I did. I’ve seen them be competitive with 
each other, but I don’t know that I ever saw them mad or yelling at each 
other. That seems out of character! I don’t know that I ever saw them 
mad at anybody.” 

“Never,” notes Alex Burrows, the Sedins’ longtime linemate and primary 
triggerman for all of those years. “That’s the one thing — I never really 
saw them fight or argue.” 

The twins combined to form a singular NHL duo. They’re the greatest 
players in Canucks franchise history. They won back-to-back scoring 
titles. They dominated opponents with ruthlessly extended cycle shifts. 

Henrik’s playmaking keyed their attack and is a main reason why he 
comes in at No. 76 on The Athletic’s list of the top 100 players of the 
NHL’s post-expansion era. 

But it was Henrik’s off-ice dynamic with Daniel — that mix of familial trust, 
brotherly affection and just a hint of classic sibling rivalry — that drove 
them to be great. It was their relationship — and the resulting chemistry 
— that set them apart. 

“There has to be trust between a team,” Henrik notes. “There’s trust 
within a team, trust within a five-man unit, and then trust between 
linemates, and ultimately it came down to the trust between Daniel and I. 
People didn’t see it much, but when we got really mad at each other, it’s 
when that trust was broken, when someone didn’t do the things they had 
to do. 

“Every time we stepped on the ice, we knew we had to be good because 
otherwise, we’d fail the other guys. It was very rare that we took the night 
off. We had bad games, but we didn’t take games off mentally and that’s 
something we’re both proud of.” 

Those moments of anger between the twins played out in subtle fashion, 
away from the attention of all but their closest teammates. 

Quietly and to the side, on those rare occasions when things went poorly 
for the team, Henrik and Daniel would scream at each other in Swedish 
on the Vancouver bench. These moments were intense for the twins, 
even if they barely registered for most of their coaches and teammates. 

So who would get madder? It’s telling that both twins insist it was them. 

“When it comes to hockey, that was me,” Henrik laughed. 

“I would probably get madder,” counters Daniel, “and get more heated. 
He’d be calmer, but he’d give it to me as well. We demanded a lot from 
each other because I knew how good he could be and if he couldn’t live 
up to that standard, I didn’t always handle it well. I think that’s part of why 
we were so consistent too because we pushed each other to be at that 
level every night.” 

When these moments cropped up, inevitable over the course of 17 
seasons spent as brothers, teammates and linemates, the twins got into 
a rhythm of settling the matter before the end of the evening. 

“We would yell at each other,” Henrik recalls, “and then sometimes it 
would stick until after the game or when we drove home after the game in 
different cars. Then the guy who got mad would call the other guy and 
say ‘OK, I know what happened, let’s move on and get over it.’ I don’t 
think I ever fell asleep still mad at him though.” 

“A lot of times I’d wait him out, so he had to make the call,” notes Daniel. 
“I knew he’d been the one screaming or whatever, so I’d wait and make 
sure he was the guy saying sorry.” 

When we think about the twins, we often think about their similarities. 
The biological miracle of two elite athletes, twin brothers, created a 
unique, highly cerebral attacking style that flummoxed defenders in the 
best hockey league in the world for nearly two decades. 

Simmering beneath the surface, however, the force that drove the twins 
to become Hall of Fame-level players was the way they competed with 
one another, pushing each other to excel. 

Among former coaches, teammates and support staffers the twins 
worked closely with during their NHL careers, Henrik and Daniel are 
often remembered as never having had a “bad day.” 

Whether it was an early morning workout, a tough loss or a practice bag 
skate, outwardly the twins were relentlessly positive, respectful, and 
productive. Gentlemen, in every sense of the word. 

“You feel lucky getting to work with athletes and people like that,” says 
Takahashi of training the twins. “My wife always used to say, ‘I have to 
meet the parents, I want to know what they did!’ Because they are really, 
truly incredible human beings.” 

Privately, however, Henrik and Daniel were intense. Extraordinarily 
demanding — of themselves, and especially of one another. 

“What people sometimes made a mistake about, I think, is that we were 
never the ones slamming sticks after losses or showing big emotions 
after losses,” Henrik says. “And it’s easy to think that the guys doing that 
are more competitive.” 

But there was no one more competitive than the twins. 

“Hank would always say, ‘I won the most important race when we were 
born,’ because he’d come out four or six minutes before Daniel,” Burrows 
recalls, laughing. “He felt like that was the ultimate race that he’d won. 
Playing two-touch, they were always the two finalists. Same with Ping-
Pong — they were the two best players we’d ever seen among hockey 
players. Hank was maybe a bit better at Ping-Pong. Danny being left-
footed in soccer was maybe the biggest athletic difference between both 
of those guys, but both of them could juggle a ball for hours.” 

Their two-touch skills were themselves a product of the fact that Henrik 
and Daniel were also star soccer players in their teenage years — both 
central midfielders, and with equal finishing talent in that sport — before 
the twins decided to devote themselves to hockey at 16. 

“With absolutely everything, they’d compete with one another,” 
Takahashi says. “They’d do a VO2 Max test on the bike and they’d be 
trying to get like even point-one-milliliter-per-kilogram of body fat better 
than the other one. They’d be happy with even one-tenth of a milliliter 
better. And if they didn’t manage it, they’d ask to do the test again. And of 
course, there’s a time crunch at training camp so you couldn’t let them, 
but they’d finish the VO2 max and Henrik would ask, ‘Can I do the test 
again? I really have to beat Daniel.'” 

This competitiveness — this push from one another — was at the core of 
how the twins built themselves from third-line players in their early 20s, 
widely covered as disappointments in those early seasons, into two of 
the NHL’s most prolific stars, two-way forces and back-to-back scoring 
leaders in their late 20s. 

“Playing together has been mostly positive for us,” Daniel recalled of the 
club’s early struggles in an intense media market, “but one negative was 
that we care so much for each other, so if I had a good game and he was 
terrible and getting criticized, I’d feel for him and feel bad even if I was 
getting praised. 

“It was tough for me when he was getting criticized. That was the hard 
part about having a twin and a good friend on the same team because 
you’d feel for him.” 
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As the twins built up their bodies and their capacity and solved how to 
impose their unique style of play at the NHL level over the course of their 
20s, it was this internal competition between the two that permitted them 
to overcome it all. That motivated them to reach the level they ultimately 
did. 

“The first few years were tough. We wanted to please coaches and 
teammates and everyone,” Daniel recalls. “When you’re not doing that, 
it’s hard. As time moved on, we realized that we had to keep trying to get 
better. And that’s something he did. Watching him go through that, I felt 
like I could do the same thing. We were able to feed off of each other.” 

Their collective intensity made the twins who they became as a duo, but 
for Henrik individually, he appears on this list as one of the great 
playmakers of his generation — eclipsed as a pure passer only by Joe 
Thornton this century. 

To hear Daniel tell it, Henrik’s ability to anticipate the game was second 
to none. It made him fun to play with, even if his style demanded that his 
linemates maintain an unthinkable work rate to take advantage of it. 

“He almost plays hockey more like a soccer player,” Daniel says of his 
brother. “He puts pucks where you’re going, not where you are. 

“If you’re able to read that, you get chances. It’s a lot of hard work, you 
have to skate a lot, but you know he’s going to give you the puck and 
he’ll anticipate where you’re going. That’s what makes him special. He 
sees the play evolve. 

“Sometimes he’s half screaming at you to skate because he knows 
where he wants to put the puck. It was always so much fun playing with 
him because he was always going to find you, and he was always going 
to put it on your tape. That makes you work harder, too.” 

Burrows, on the other hand, describes the experience of complementing 
Henrik quite differently. 

“Honestly, Henrik made everything easier once you knew where he 
wanted to put the puck,” Burrows says. “He’d never put you in a bad 
spot, or he’d hold onto the puck. You’d always have a bit of time and 
space because he’d put it right in your wheelhouse or on your tape, 
whereas with other centremen, sometimes they put you in a tunnel and 
you don’t have much to work with. 

“Hank was so good and so smart, and he understood that time and 
space was everything. He was so smart at attacking premium ice with his 
passing.” 

It wasn’t just skill or Henrik’s preternatural ability to read the play in real 
time that permitted Henrik to rack up 830 career assists, it was also his 
preparation. A thinking man’s two-way center, Henrik mastered over time 
— in partnership with his brother — items like faceoff set plays. 

Their shared commitment to leaving no stone unturned in searching for 
an edge drove their offensive success and their two-way dominance. 

“I don’t want to talk down on NHL players, so if you put this in, put it in a 
nice way,” Henrik said as he discussed how the Sedins feasted off of set 
plays following draws in their careers, “but I can’t believe when I watch 
games now, just the number of mistakes I see because players aren’t 
prepared. And it’s usually off of faceoffs — in either the defensive zone or 
offensive zone. 

“There were blind passes that look amazing, but Danny knew 100 
percent that if he just put the puck in that area, whether the puck ended 
up on my stick or not, that it was going to be a two-on-one. That’s 
because he read the faceoff forecheck. 

“That gave us such an advantage when we played, and we needed it 
because we weren’t the fastest skaters and we couldn’t beat guys one-
on-one. Faceoff plays are almost like a football play — everyone is set up 
a certain way, there’s no guessing. If you do a pre-scout, you can tell 
what another team is going to do and you can use it to your advantage.” 

The story of the twins’ careers, their rise as the most unique attacking 
partnership in hockey history, is so fascinating because of their 
similarities, and their individual differences — the co-mingling of 
chemistry and geometric precision, tactical knowledge and adaptation 
that forged their distinctive style. 

But as a lived experience for the twins themselves, what stands out from 
the hockey part of their relationship isn’t the two-on-ones, or the problem 
solving, or the occasional outbursts in Swedish on the bench, or the 
sustained offensive zone shifts cycling endlessly. 

It’s the way they demanded so much of one another, and in the process, 
made themselves two of the best to ever play the game. 

“It was such a treat to have a brother to compete with every day,” Daniel 
says. “It pushed us. In practice, in games, holding each other 
accountable and realizing — for me — how good he could be on any 
given day, and then holding him to that standard. I think it pushed him to 
become who he was, and I know it pushed me.” 
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NHL weekend power rankings: 5 teams that have already gone from 
good to bad this year 

 

Sean McIndoe 
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We’re a month into the season, having closed the book on October. The 
season’s first month is usually a time for sorting teams into vague tiers, 
with the good and bad and the mushy middle. The intriguing part is that 
sometimes the results don’t match expectations, and a team and its fan 
base are faced with having to reckon with what might be a new reality. 

That said, it’s only one month, so there isn’t room for all that many twists 
and turns. A team has time to settle into a tier, let the rest of us form an 
impression, and then spend the season figuring out if we were right. 

Or at least, that’s how it’s supposed to work. But this year feels different. 
It’s been strange, right? There seem to be a whole lot of teams that, just 
a few weeks into the season, have already gone through at least two 
phases, if not more. And while we talked about the Devils’ ascent to a 
(maybe?) unstoppable powerhouse in last week’s rankings, there are 
also a whole lot of teams going in the other direction. 

How many? Enough that I’m not sure I can even fit them all on this list… 

Top five teams that have already been both good and bad this year 

5. Ottawa Senators – We’ll get into the Sens down in the bottom five 
section, but they’ve gone from winning four straight to get to 4-2-0 while 
looking like they could be right in the early playoff mix in the Atlantic to 
five straight regulation losses and staring up at everyone other than 
Columbus. 

4. New York Rangers – You could argue that the Rangers have already 
had three or even four distinct phases. They looked good early on, 
including wins over the Lightning and Wild. Then they lost four straight. 
Then they won three. Now they’ve lost their last two, so who knows? 
Maybe the Rangers don’t even belong on this list, but I want to include 
them just for the sheer weirdness of it all. Pick a lane, guys. 

3. Calgary Flames – The Flames have been holding down a spot in the 
top five all year long, thanks to a hot start that saw them at 3-0-0 and 5-1-
0. But this week saw four straight losses, including to teams like the 
Predators and Kraken that they should be beating. I’m not an expert on 
technical lingo, but I feel like the phrase “a complete lack of energy” is 
bad for hockey players. (It is OK for sportswriters.) 
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2. Pittsburgh Penguins – Two weeks ago, I had the Penguins in the top 
five on the strength of a 4-0-1 start that had seen them outscore the 
opposition by an average of three goals a game. Tristan Jarry looked 
great, Sidney Crosby was eying another Hart Trophy, and it was all good. 
Since then, it’s seven straight losses. Also, Jarry has turned into a 
pumpkin. The beginning of the end? That seems drastic, but it’s kind of 
the vibe right now. 

1. St. Louis Blues – Top spot on this list isn’t a hard call. The Blues 
started the season 3-0-0, and were actually the last team left standing 
with a perfect record (in part due to a schedule that had them lagging 
behind everyone in games played, but still). They looked good enough 
that I felt the need to justify leaving them out of the top five in week two. 

It turns out that was the right call because two weeks later the Blues are 
a mess, Doug Armstrong is doing emergency damage control, the 
goaltending stinks, Craig Berube might be on the hot seat, Ryan 
O’Reilly’s UFA value is plummeting in front of our eyes, and the Blues 
have lost six straight in regulation while being outscored 30 to 10. 
They’re absolutely flat-lining, and while we can point to a dozen different 
explanations, it’s at least possible that the simplest one is correct: 
They’re just not that good. 

Honorable mentions go to the Predators, who started with a pair of wins 
in Europe but took three weeks to get a second win back in North 
America; the Leafs, who have already been through at least two distinct 
crisis situations but then run off a winning streak every time you’re ready 
to write them off; and the Flyers, who might be coming back to earth after 
a hot start that nobody really seemed to buy. 

And for the record, I’m not ready to pull the chute on any of those teams. 
It’s still early-ish, and as long as you haven’t gone full Canucks then all it 
takes is one good week to flip the script. But man, it’s been a tough few 
weeks for those of us in the business of pretending we have any real 
idea of what’s going on in this league. 

On to the rankings… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

This sure seems like ugly stuff from Matthew Tkachuk here on Saturday 
night against Jonathan Quick and the Kings. 

Matthew Tkachuk appears to poke his stick into the mask of Jonathan 
Quick and chaos ensues shortly after. pic.twitter.com/ov5fhrpbbI 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) November 6, 2022 

It earned him a two-game suspension, which is one of those calls that 
seems to have been designed in a lab to make everyone angry. If you’re 
a Panthers fan or you like Tkachuk or you’re just the trusting sort, you 
think the play was a fluke and any suspension at all is unfair. If you think 
it was intentional – and the league apparently did – then I’m not sure how 
a measly two games is a fair penalty for trying to stick a goaltender in the 
eye. So everyone’s mad, which apparently is the Department of Player 
Safety’s corporate mission statement. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (7-4-1, +3 true goals differential*) – As we just 
saw, a bunch of teams that we thought were good are struggling these 
days. And since I certainly don’t have the guts to give a top-five spot to 
the Devils, let alone someone like Dallas or Winnipeg, I’m going to go 
back to a familiar team to round out this week’s top-five. The Lightning 
haven’t looked great lately – that win over Ottawa was almost comically 
sloppy – but they’ve picked up nine of their last ten points. That’s enough 
for now, if only because they’re a top-five pick that probably won’t make 
me look ridiculous in a few weeks. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (11-2-0, +19) – I was getting a little worried that 
we had a fifth-slot curse going after Florida and (especially) Pittsburgh 
fell back after getting the honor. Not the Knights, though, as they’ve now 
run off seven in a row. They haven’t exactly done it against top 
competition, but wins are wins, and Vegas is banking a ton of them while 
the Alberta teams spin their wheels and lose ground. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (8-3-1, +3) – Last night, a Leafs/Hurricanes game 
was won by the team that was forced to use a third-string goaltender, 
which I’m pretty sure has never happened before. 

2. Boston Bruins (10-2-0, +20) – They’ve got the best record in the East 
and the best goals differential in hockey, and just about nobody has 
anything good to say about them right now. 

We can thank Don Sweeney for that one, after the Bruins’ GM decided 
that now was the time to sign Mitchell Miller. That kicked off a disastrous 
few days that saw the team’s own veteran core push back on the move 
while Gary Bettman suggested that Miller may not even be eligible to 
play in the NHL. The public reaction, as you might expect, was not 
positive, and late Sunday night the Bruins reversed course and 
announced they’d part ways with Miller. The announcement cited “new 
information,” and notably was released under the name of team president 
Cam Neely, not Sweeney. 

So why did the Bruins do it? And why now? The answer to that second 
question is almost certain that some other team would have beaten them 
to it, and as much as you’d like to think that it wouldn’t be your favorite 
team, don’t be so sure. The first question is even easier: Miller is good at 
hockey. He’s a solid prospect, the Bruins don’t have a ton of them, and 
so a team might figure that the rest of it can be hand-waved away with 
empty talk about character and teachable moments and second chances. 

Most of that is nonsense, but second chances are important, especially 
for young people. Second chances are also supposed to be a second 
step, though, where the first is showing some genuine remorse and 
accountability. We can’t know for sure how much of that has happened 
here, if any, although the evidence of any is in short supply. If you’re on 
the fence, be sure to read Fluto’s piece on how this news landed with the 
family of Miller’s victim. And then feel free to wonder how any of this 
could have possibly felt worth it for Sweeney and the Bruins. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (6-4-1, +8) – I took a bit of a risk in keeping the 
Avs on top of my long-term rankings even as they stumbled out of the 
gate. They kept me from looking dumb this week, taking care of business 
with apparent ease in Finland against the Blue Jackets. They’ve got 
Carolina later this week in what should be a good one. 

Also, this was pretty great: 

In case you missed the burn of the century. @kylekeefetv | @Avalanche 
pic.twitter.com/9p1t9q84UR 

— AltitudeTV (@AltitudeTV) November 6, 2022 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars – I said I didn’t have the guts to put them in the 
top five, but we have to at least point out that at 8-3-1, the Stars are 
sitting second in the West. They won three straight this week, and maybe 
the most impressive fact about that is they did it without Jake Oettinger. 
He could be back soon, but in the meantime, they’ve been just fine with 
Scott Wedgewood. (They also signed Matt Murray, which is confusing for 
me but we’ll allow it.) 

There are two main things I want to touch on with Dallas. The first is that 
Jason Robertson is ridiculous, racking up 18 points in 12 games after 
missing just about all of camp. He’s combining with Roope Hintz and Joe 
Pavelski to form maybe the most dangerous line in the league. And if he 
can keep it up through his new four-year deal, he’s going to make a ton 
of money by betting on himself on a shorter contract rather than just 
jumping at whatever max-length deal the Stars put in front of him. 

The other thing I wanted to mention was that this was very funny: 

Jamie Benn and Zach Hyman's friendship is dead   
pic.twitter.com/ZcfJVS5ZAR 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) November 5, 2022 

Hockey players are the best and also simultaneously the worst. 
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The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed the end of regulation between the Canucks and Predators, 
you missed… nothing. 

In football, basketball, and baseball, games are great when they're tied 
late in the contest. The NHL's points system not only incentivizes teams 
to be boring, but also ensures that teams that dig a hole are virtually 
unable to pull themselves back into the playoff race. 
https://t.co/uHAi8ImFkJ 

— Cam Charron (@camcharronyvr) November 6, 2022 

Thomas is absolutely right. (Cam too.) Look, NHL GMs, I know you love 
the free points and easy path to putting “my team was .500” on your 
resume, but could you please get rid of this stupid loser point that sucks 
so much fun out of the league? 

5. Montreal Canadiens (5-6-1, -6) – Last week, I had Montreal and 
Chicago both teetering on the edge of bottom-five status. I gave both 
teams the benefit of the doubt, which is to say that I doubt either is good. 
I still do, but we have a new team deeper down this list, so I have to 
bump one of them. That will be the Hawks, who did beat the Kings this 
week while the Habs went oh-for-three. It’s been the Cole Caufield and 
Nick Suzuki show in Montreal, which is its own kind of fun for the fans but 
not for Martin St. Louis. 

4. San Jose Sharks (3-8-3, -10) – They lost three straight, although all 
three came in the shootout, so does that even count? I’m not supposed 
to call those losses, so let’s rephrase. They… uh… they winlessed three 
in a row. Is that a word? That isn’t a word. They lost three in a row. 

All that said, Erik Karlsson is crushing it this year and that rocks. 

The San Jose Sharks have scored 32 goals this season. Erik Karlsson 
has.. 

•Been on the ice for 24 of them 

•Registered a point on 18 of them 

•Scored 10 of them himself 

— Dimitri Filipovic (@DimFilipovic) November 4, 2022 

3. Anaheim Ducks (4-8-1, -22) – Man they give up a lot of goals. More 
than anyone else in the league, to be specific. Five or more on six 
different occasions, including seven to the Islanders and eight to the 
Canucks. For a young team that was going to need a return to form from 
John Gibson to do much of anything, it’s been a rough first month. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets (3-9-0, -25) – A mess of a Europe trip means 
we can’t hold off on the Blue Jackets any longer. They make their bottom 
five debut, with a bullet. 

Oh well, as long as the players are staying positive… 

#CBJ Patrik Laine after losing both #NHLGlobalSeries games to 
#GoAvsGo: 

“It sucks. I’m kind of wishing that this trip had never happened after this. I 
feel like it was just a waste of time for us. It sucks. That’s all I’ve got to 
say.” 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) November 5, 2022 

Ah. Well. Nevertheless. 

1. Arizona Coyotes (4-6-1, -14) – With their four-game Mullett Arena 
preview done, they’re back on the road for a brutal 14-game trip. They 
got it off to a decent start with a win over the Capitals on Saturday, but 
you wonder how much gas they’ll have left by the time they return home 
in the second week of December. 

At least the Mullett will have a visiting locker room by then. The Coyotes 
might head for it out of force of habit. 

Not ranked: Ottawa Senators – Hot Pierre Summer. Lukewarm Pierre 
Fall? 

As we touched on above, it’s already been a season of contrasts. They 
ran off those four straight wins early, including a home-opener win over 
the Bruins that was the only blemish on Boston’s record for weeks. After 
a busy offseason that saw them add Alex DeBrincat and Claude Giroux 
to a young roster that was already poised to improve, the Senators 
looked like the rebuild was finally over. For real this time. 

Maybe not. They’ve followed that win streak by losing five in a row, all in 
regulation, leaving them dead last in the Atlantic. This is one of those 
cases where the win-loss record can be deceiving, as the Senators 
underlying numbers at five-on-five are solid and even their goals 
differential is even. They’ve also been fun to watch, which should count 
for something after years of losing. But they’re giving up too many goals, 
and the offense has already lost Josh Norris for months, if not the 
season. And maybe worst of all, this is playing out in a conference where 
it seems like every other projected bubble team is surging. The Devils 
are dominating, the Red Wings look good, the Sabres are a great story, 
the Flyers are winning, the Islanders are back … somehow, everyone is 
overachieving. Everyone but Ottawa, the one team that absolutely 
needed a strong start to justify all that well-earned optimism. 

There don’t seem to be a ton of cards available for Pierre Dorion to play 
right now. Jakob Chychrun is still the big name out there among 
defensemen but wouldn’t help right away. A coaching change is a 
possibility, especially if the defensive struggles continue, but this hardly 
feels like a D.J. Smith problem. Dorion could choose patience, and he 
might not be wrong. not counting empty-net goals, every loss in this five-
game streak has been by a single goal, so this team is right there. And 
Cam Talbot has only just recently returned after missing the start of the 
season, so maybe he can get the goals against under control. 

You’d like to see this team get at least another week or two to sort things 
out. They don’t play a 2022 playoff team in their next seven, so there’s a 
chance to grind points here. There’s also a chance to fall out of the race 
completely, which would be brutal for Senators fans, who went into the 
year expecting to at least get to watch some meaningful hockey in the 
second half for the first time in years. We get an intriguing matchup with 
Vancouver tomorrow, one that sees two struggling teams that are 
desperate for a win. One of them will get it, and one will have even more 
to think about. 
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Matthew Tkachuk suspension: He shouldn’t need to resort to the dirty 
stuff 

 

Eric Stephens 

07/11/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. – Matthew Tkachuk is a great player. A star. 
Legitimately. 

The 24-year-old’s success is not merely a product of playing alongside 
Johnny Gaudreau last season, when he dropped career-best numbers as 
part of one of the top lines in all of hockey. After a trade to Florida last 
offseason, Tkachuk has led the Panthers in scoring and is on pace to top 
last season’s 104 points, which included 42 goals. 

If you objectively look at Tkachuk the player, you’d have a tougher time 
arguing that he isn’t one of the game’s top forwards. Even the advanced 
metrics point to the impact that he makes for his team on the ice. He’s 
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hitting his prime and Florida would seem to have zero regret over the 
eight-year, $76 million contract it signed Tkachuk to over the summer. 

But there is another side to Tkachuk. He revels in playing on the edge 
and getting the opposition riled up. His past shows that he isn’t above 
throwing an elbow to the head (Drew Doughty) or using his stick in spear-
like fashion (Matt Martin). His dad, Keith, has said that his son has a 
“punchable face.” If you know Keith Tkachuk’s history as a player, the 
apple doesn’t fall very far, and Matthew Tkachuk showed it again this 
weekend, when he received a two-game suspension for putting the blade 
of his stick inside the mask of Kings goalie Jonathan Quick and turning 
the blade in a wholly dangerous and careless manner. 

The question for me is: Why does a player of Tkachuk’s caliber need to 
stoop to doing these things? 

There he was in the final minute of Saturday night’s contest against Los 
Angeles, battling for position as the Panthers had goalie Sergei 
Bobrovsky pulled for an extra attacker and were looking for the tying 
score. Tkachuk was doing what he does, being an obstacle and trying to 
disturb Quick. He had his stick in front of the goalie’s face, looking to 
disrupt him and possibly get a tip on a shot coming his way. 

Fine enough. But then as play came to a halt as Quick secured a loose 
puck, a conniving Tkachuk looked away as he put his stick in the 
netminder’s eye hole. Why do that? 

The Kings were incensed, as you would expect, with defenseman Matt 
Roy accurately calling Tkachuk’s actions a “dirty play.” And as you would 
expect, Tkachuk’s coach took up for his player. Because that’s what they 
most often do in these instances. It’s about having his back – even if 
there’s no defending what he did. 

“He’s been a great, great player for us,” Florida’s Paul Maurice said 
Sunday, before the Panthers played at Anaheim. “We don’t want to 
change anything in the way he plays.” 

No one doubts Tkachuk’s abilities. Or they shouldn’t if they’re being 
objective. It’s about his decision-making ability and processing playing on 
the edge, as opposed to sailing over it. Maurice said he hadn’t talked with 
Tkachuk since the two-game ban was laid down. But when asked if he 
needs to do that, the well-spoken bench boss with nearly 1,700 games 
coached said, “I’m not writing this article for you. I understand it. I love 
the guy. Like, I love him. I wouldn’t want him on any other team. I want 
him on ours.” 

In its ruling, after a phone hearing, the NHL noted that Tkachuk’s action 
was a “controlled and purposeful stick directed at the head of an 
opponent.” 

“While we heard Tkachuk’s argument that he was not intentionally aiming 
for Quick’s face in an attempt to injure him, he was intentionally using the 
blade his stick to hit an opponent in the head, making contact with his 
face,” the Department of Player Safety said. 

And while the league didn’t feel Tkachuk used substantial force when 
making contact, it also said that “it was only because of that lack of force 
that the play wasn’t met with more severe discipline.” 

Truthfully, Tkachuk got off with a slap on the wrist. He’ll be hit in the bank 
account for more than $100,000, but two games on the sideline are a 
small price for endangering someone with a totally unnecessary and 
irresponsible play. It wasn’t going to be a long suspension, because 
Sunday’s hearing didn’t rise to in-person standards – those are for 
punishments of more than five games. But when it comes to the NHL’s 
spinning wheel of justice, whether he got two, five, 10, 15 or 20 games 
was going to be argued over the fan sphere no matter what. 

It is Tkachuk’s third career suspension. Brad Marchand has a longer rap 
sheet, and there will always be those who hold those transgressions 
against the Boston star. But if one looks objectively, they can see that 
Marchand has, over time, cut out a lot of the mindless stuff that took 
away from the great player he has become. At some point, he realized 

that he was one of the game’s top left wingers and could beat teams with 
his talent. 

Marchand is 34. He’s a decade older than Tkachuk. Most of us gain more 
maturity as we age and what has been apparent with Marchand will 
probably occur with Tkachuk. At some point, there comes a realization 
that risking the injury of a player with some intention behind the act is silly 
and not even worth consideration. 

The Panthers will be fine, even though Tkachuk took himself out of the 
lineup this week. It is two games in the first quarter of a season. Tkachuk 
is going to put up points and make a difference for them. And he is going 
to get on an opponent’s nerves while putting up those points. It’s what he 
does. It’s part of what makes him highly effective. 

But intentionally getting careless and dangerous with your stick – even if 
not with pure maliciousness behind it – isn’t a hockey play. And he is too 
good of a player do that. 

Again, why? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tough weekend challenge 'exactly what the doctor 
ordered' for Maple Leafs 

 

Rory Boylen 

November 6, 2022, 10:07 PM 

 

When the Maple Leafs wrapped an 0-for California road trip last 
weekend, it felt like a team that could spiral out of control and quickly hit 
rock bottom in this crazed, hungry hockey market. Not just because 
another bad week could have landed this so-called Cup contender in the 
basement of the Atlantic Division standings in early November, but 
because it seemed quite probable. 

After a mid-week game against Philadelphia, everyone saw a back-to-
back turnaround against Boston and in Carolina on Saturday and Sunday 
and cringed. Surely these tough, polished opponents would keep the 
Leafs on the mat, and the difficult questions would continue coming. 

"You see that as an opportunity or a test frankly for your team," Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said before Sunday's win in Carolina. "As things 
were going for us as a team I thought it was probably exactly what the 
doctor ordered in terms of Boston and how they were playing and us 
needing to respond to that. I thought we passed that test yesterday. This 
is an even greater one today." 

The Leafs unexpectedly came out of the tough back-to-back with two 
defensively impressive wins and swept the week away. A 3-1 victory in 
Carolina was the cherry on top, and flips last week's narrative on its 
head. 

Early season swings are a funny thing. On the brink of falling to last in 
the division at the start of the week, and tied for second in points by the 
end of it. 

Sunday's, understandably, wasn't a pretty win. It didn't need to be. The 
Maple Leafs generated just four shots in the opening period in Carolina, 
which followed just a two-shot third period against the Bruins on 
Saturday. Erik Kallgren allowed a nervous opening goal from behind the 
net on the PK, but never allowed the Canes the all-important insurance 
marker that could have been the excuse to allow the points to slip away. 

Denis Malgin led the Leafs in shots and the bottom-six forwards breathed 
energy into a group just scraping to get by. Kallgren kept the Leafs one 
opportunity away from stealing at least a point, and Calle Jarnkrok was 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 7, 2022 

 

the ice-breaker who tied the game 1-1 with a minute and a half left in the 
second period. 

Toronto's best forward line was the trio of Malgin, David Kampf and Zach 
Aston-Reese, which controlled 63 per cent of the shot attempts at 5-on-5. 
But Keefe played an important role in this win, too, by shuffling his lines, 
including breaking up Marner and Matthews. It was a perfect touch for 
the moment. 

From the hot seat to a comfy couch in the blink of an eye. 

In the third period as the Leafs started to generate a few more quality 
looks, while also keeping them to a minimum against, the line switches 
paid off with clutch offence. John Tavares scored the go-ahead on an 
assist from linemate Marner and, eight minutes later, Matthews assisted 
on a William Nylander effort that gave the Leafs a two-goal lead to close 
the perfect weekend. 

"Tonight (the line changes were) more a reflection of how I felt about the 
game than how I felt about the lines," Keefe explained. "I just felt that it 
was one of those games where we were fine it was a 1-0 game, but not a 
lot was happening for us and I just thought changing things up a bit 
would get the guys' attention and change the chemistry. And at the same 
time it throws off matchups for the opposition a little bit. They had a plan 
going in and obviously it was going pretty well for them so changing the 
lines they get out of rhythm a little bit." 

As for if the line changes will carry over to the next game, Keefe said he'd 
take the Monday off day to think it over. 

Last season, the Leafs came into Carolina for an October meeting they 
lost 4-1 and pulled their record down to a dreadful 2-4-1 start. It was 
something of a turning point, though, and Toronto went on to win 15 of its 
next 17 games. 

This visit, in November 2022, could similarly be looked back on as an 
important game for the identity of this team, putting together a gritty, low-
event performance against a high-end opponent and pulling off a 
regulation comeback victory. 

"We played in some really close games here this weekend against very 
good teams, to come out on the right side of it certainly helps the 
swagger of the group and that was important to get back," Keefe said. 

WHAT'S NEXT FOR THE GOALTENDING SITUATION? 

Kallgren made his fourth start of the season Sunday, one day after 
coming on in relief of an injured Ilya Samsonov for a period. Kallgren 
stopped 29 of 30 to earn his first win of the season and could very well 
get the net again Tuesday when the Leafs host Vegas. 

After that, the Leafs will host another back-to-back against Pittsburgh and 
Vancouver next weekend, at which point it will be interesting to see if 23-
year-old Marlies tender Keith Petruzelli would get a look. Samsonov has 
to miss at least seven days on IR, and Keefe speculated he could be out 
longer than that. 

It all depends on where Matt Murray's recovery from an adductor injury 
goes. The team got good news on that front this weekend, too. 

"Matt Murray's return is on the horizon here so it's not going to be as big 
a window of opportunity we don't think," Keefe said before Sunday's 
game. "I've had a lot more interest in his status here in the last little bit. 
Physically he's feeling very good and he's probably ahead of schedule in 
that sense. It's now just a matter of making sure he gets the proper reps 
in practice and things like that. 

"I expect you'll see him on the ice with our group starting on Tuesday and 
we'll take it from there." 

Kallgren is now 1-1-2 with a .904 save percentage this season. Petruzelli 
is 6-0-0 with a .922 save percentage in the AHL this season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: Blues at a crossroads with O'Reilly 
situation 

 

Ken Wiebe 

November 6, 2022, 12:12 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Ryan O’Reilly has his finger on the pulse and is one of the 
most accessible and articulate players in the NHL. 

The captain of the St. Louis Blues enjoys talking about the game nearly 
as much as he enjoys playing it - and that’s saying something. 

When O’Reilly and the Blues rolled through Winnipeg last month, the 
veteran centre shared his thoughts on the Blues fast start, which has 
quickly evaporated into a six-game losing streakcr. 

He also politely answered a few questions about his future from a 
probing reporter. 

So while the fortunes of the Blues may have changed quickly when it 
comes to those on-ice results, one thing that hasn’t is that O’Reilly is a 
pending unrestricted free agent in 2023 and that’s a situation many 
observers - and general managers around the NHL - are going to be 
watching closely as the season progresses. 

Since the trade from the Buffalo Sabres to the Blues in July 2018, 
O’Reilly has grown into a heart-and-soul piece of the puzzle. 

“He’s reliable defensively and he goes against top lines every night and 
does a great time of checking them, but at the same point he produces,” 
said Blues head coach Craig Berube. “He’s a good playmaker, he’s got a 
great stick, we all know that. He’s a good power play guy. So he’s an all-
situational guy for us.” 

O’Reilly is the type of two-way centre coaches dream of, even if he’s off 
to a slow start by his lofty standards, with just one goal scored and one 
point collected through the first nine games. 

He’s a natural born leader and he’s a huge part of the identity the Blues 
have built under general manager Doug Armstrong. 

“The way he’s able to lead by example with his effort every single day is 
something that all young guys should look up to,” said Blues centre 
Robert Thomas. “He’s the first one on the ice and the last one off. Away 
from the rink, with how he treats people and all of that stuff. And his on-
ice play speaks for itself. It’s pretty remarkable.” 

O’Reilly has done it all for the Blues and captured the Conn Smythe 
Trophy in 2019, when the team overcame the slow start to the season 
and ended up winning the Stanley Cup, taking on all of the tough 
matchups along the road to 16 victories. 

“It will happen when it happens,” said O’Reilly, asked if he was open to 
discussions taking place during the season. I don’t need it done by this 
point. I’ve got so much else to focus on with this group and our team, I 
like diving into that and just really controlling what I can control. The day-
to-day stuff and eventually the contract will take care of itself. 

“I don’t really see myself somewhere else. This is where I want to be. I 
love this group and we have a chance to win here, so I don’t see myself 
going anywhere anytime soon.” 

O’Reilly isn’t the type of guy who is going to spend a bunch of time 
wondering or worrying what the long-range future could bring either. 

“I’m an established player and I feel comfortable in this situation, knowing 
that I can just focus on the hockey and when it comes time to get 
something done, we’ll get something done,” said O’Reilly, who also dove 
into why being a member of the Blues has been such a great fit for him. 
“Being competitive each year is something that’s very fun and you like 
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being around. Anytime you’re with a group like this that had that identity, 
still has it and has such a balanced team and balanced roster, there are 
so many vital pieces here to win, to be able to dive into a role and be 
able to contribute in that way and be a part of it, it’s exciting. 

“When you finally get a taste of winning, you’re constantly chasing it 
again. It’s something you don’t want to lose. It’s an amazing organization 
and culture to be around.” 

O’Reilly also discussed the heartbreak of pushing the Colorado 
Avalanche to six games last season in the Central Division final before 
bowing out to the eventual Stanley Cup champions. 

“It was frustrating. For how good and dominant (goalie Jordan 
Binnington) was throughout the playoffs and for that (injury) to happen, it 
was just disappointing but that’s the game,” said O’Reilly. “Sometimes 
injuries happen and it’s tough to win. You have to stay healthy. It was 
tough to swallow because I thought we could have given them a better 
chance. We could have got that to (Game) 7 and then, who knows? 

“Colorado is obviously a great team. They were the best team all year 
and they definitely deserved to win, but we were right there. It left a sour 
taste in our mouths, but it made it a lot easier to train when you’re close 
to a team like that and you know that we are good and we’re going to 
have a chance again to do something. It’s (about) building and getting 
better each day.” 

Armstrong made a long-term commitment to two younger members of 
the core this past offseason, inking forwards Jordan Kyrou and Thomas 
to matching eight-year, $65 million deals - eclipsing the eight-year pact 
for $60 signed by Vladimir Tarasenko in 2015. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Link and subscribe for free 

Marek on Twitter 

Friedman on Twitter 

The Blues also signed forward Brayden Schenn and defenceman Colton 
Parayko to eight-year deals during his tenure, while making long-term 
commitments to blue-liners Justin Faulk and Torey Krug as well. 

All to say that Armstrong isn’t afraid of either term or handing out a big 
ticket. 

History has also shown that Armstrong isn’t afraid of making difficult 
decisions - and coincidentally, he’s made them with his past two 
captains, defenceman Alex Pietrangelo and centre David Backes. 

Pietrangelo’s deal expired after the 2019-20 season and while an effort 
was made to keep him in the fold, the fourth-overall pick in the 2008 NHL 
Draft eventually decided to sign a lucrative deal with the Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

Backes helped the Blues reach the Western Conference final in 2016, 
then signed a five-year deal worth $30 million with the Boston Bruins as 
an unrestricted free agent the following summer after he couldn’t come to 
terms to stick around. 

Armstrong also traded popular centre Paul Stastny to the Winnipeg Jets 
just prior to the NHL trade deadline in 2018 in a move that paved the way 
to revamp the centre position with O’Reilly and Tyler Bozak later that 
summer. 

All to say that this could go one of three ways. 

Armstrong could find the money to keep O’Reilly in the fold, which likely 
means fellow pending UFA Tarasenko will not be sticking around. 

O’Reilly could play out the season and weigh his options, exploring the 
open market for the first time in his career. 

That would both allow O’Reilly to see what else is out there, but that 
wouldn’t rule out signing with the Blues, either. 

The third option, which seems almost unthinkable and still remains 
unlikely as of right now, could see O’Reilly on the move for future assets 
if the Blues fortunes don’t improve and if Armstrong doesn’t see a new 
contract for him in the cards. 

The list of impactful centres who are pending UFAs also includes Dylan 
Larkin of the Detroit Red Wings, Jonathan Toews of the Chicago 
Blackhawks, Bo Horvat of the Vancouver Canucks and there are several 
high-end wingers in that group as well, so things could get very 
interesting on a number of fronts as this season develops - especially if 
certain teams fall out of the playoff picture and decide to make an early 
move. 

For the time being, the Blues will be looking to get things back on track 
as they open a busy week of action that includes games against the 
Boston Bruins, Philadelphia Flyers, San Jose Sharks and Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

THE FINNISH ADVENTURE 

The Colorado Avalanche wrapped up the two-game Global Series with a 
pair of dominant wins over the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

In the first game at Nokia Arena, Finnish forward Mikko Rantanen was 
the star of the show, notching a hat trick and adding an assist. 

Blue Jackets winger Patrik Laine also scored a goal in his hometown of 
Tampere, but his team is off to a 3-9 start and they’ve dropped five 
consecutive games and have the worst goal-differential in the NHL at 
minus-25. 

The last time Laine got to suit up for games in his home country with the 
Winnipeg Jets back in 2018, he brought the crowd to its feet by notching 
a hat trick of his own in the Global Series opener against the Florida 
Panthers and scoring four goals during the two games. 

Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon notched seven assists during the 
two games and is up to 19 points on the season, which left him tied for 
fourth in the NHL going into Sunday’s action. 

And for those wondering about the slowish start for the Avalanche, the 
signs of the Stanley Cup hangover appear to be fading as they’ve 
improved to 6-4-1 on the season and are back within striking distance of 
the Dallas Stars, who lead the Central Division with 17 points through 12 
games. 

KARLSSON WATCH 

To say San Jose Sharks defenceman Erik Karlsson is turning back the 
clock isn’t entirely accurate. 

He’s off to a ridiculous start to the season that includes 10 goals and 19 
points in just 14 games, while averaging just under 25 minutes of ice 
time. 

The idea of having both Karlsson and Brent Burns on the same D corps 
was a sound theory but didn’t translate into the type of success former 
GM Doug Wilson envisioned. 

Part of that was related to Karlsson enduring a host of injuries, but now 
that he’s healthy - and with Burns suiting up for the Carolina Hurricanes - 
the mobile blue-liner has been driving the Sharks offence. 

The last time Karlsson actually notched 10 goals in a season was back in 
2016-17 when he was a member of the Ottawa Senators. 

As unlikely as it is for Karlsson to maintain a 22.2 shooting percentage, 
he’s already recorded 45 shots on goal and is riding a five-game point 
streak that has included six goals and 13 points. 

For context, the Sharks have scored 32 goals as a team through those 
14 games. 
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For all of the much-deserved talk about the Norris Trophy candidates like 
Cale Makar, Roman Josi and Miro Heiskanen in the Central Division, 
Karlsson is serving notice with a quick start that he’s still got something 
left in the tank. 

RAPID FIRE 

• When Stars captain Jamie Benn scored three times in Saturday’s 6-2 
win over the Edmonton Oilers, it was the seventh hat trick recorded in 
November and the 14th of the NHL season. That seems like an 
extremely high number, but it’s a reminder of just how many skilled 
players there are in the NHL and that goals can still come in bunches for 
many. 

• Speaking of an extremely high number, Penguins centre Sidney Crosby 
notched the 900th assist of his NHL career on Saturday in what was his 
1,120th NHL game. Only five players reached 900 assists quicker than 
Crosby: Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux, Paul Coffey, Adam Oates and 
Ron Francis. The 35-year-old continues to play at a high level, but his 
Penguins are off to a disappointing 4-6-2 start to sit near the bottom of 
the Metropolitan Division standings. Pittsburgh has lost seven 
consecutive games (0-6-1) after starting 4-0-1. 

• The New Jersey Devils are at the opposite end of the spectrum and are 
one of the early surprises, sitting on top of the Metropolitan Division after 
sweeping their Western Canadian swing, capped by a 4-3 overtime win 
over the Calgary Flames on Saturday night. Swedish forward Jesper 
Bratt leads this emerging group with five goals and 17 points in 12 
games. 

• Speaking of young and fun teams to watch, the Buffalo Sabres are off 
to a strong start and centre Tage Thompson had himself a night to 
remember on Halloween, notching the first six-point night of his NHL 
career against the Detroit Red Wings. Thompson is tied for the team 
scoring lead with Rasmus Dahlin and 12 of his 15 points have come 
during the past five games after chipping in three assists in the first 
seven. 

• Over in the Western Conference, the Vegas Golden Knights continue to 
set the standard with an 11-2 record after extending their winning streak 
to six games with a 6-4 victory over the Montreal Canadiens. Winger 
Jonathan Marchessault picked up his 300th and 301st points as a 
member of the Golden Knights in Saturday’s game. Marchessault is up to 
six goals and 10 points in 13 games this season and was recently 
reunited with William Karlsson and Reilly Smith. When Smith scored the 
Golden Knights second goal, Marchessault and Karlsson had the assists, 
marking the 58th time the trio have factored in on a goal together. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After blowing another lead vs. Predators, Canucks head 
east looking to salvage season 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 6, 2022, 1:49 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – With 70 games remaining in the Vancouver Canucks’ 
season, the election desk got awfully close to calling it Saturday for the 
opposition. 

Of course, polling is spectacularly unreliable these days and maybe the 
Canucks will prove this early close call to be alarmist and premature. But 
had they come away with nothing against the Nashville Predators, after 
leading by three goals early and two goals in the third period, it’s 
impossible to see how the Canucks could have recovered. 

It’s not that the single point salvaged from Saturday’s 4-3 shootout loss 
will save them in the standings. But it might save them psychologically, 
allow them to maintain at least some residue of confidence and give 
them just enough hope to save their season on a five-game road trip that 
begins next Tuesday against the Ottawa Senators. 

The loser point still did not disguise the harsh, almost inconceivable, 
reality that the Canucks have now lost five times this season when 
leading by two or more goals. They’ve played only 12 games. 

“It doesn't feel good by any means,” defenceman Quinn Hughes said. 
“It's like, you know, what do we need to do at this point? But we still got a 
point; we've got to keep things in (perspective). We have a really 
important road trip. If you don't do well on this road trip, you'll be in big 
trouble. We're just going to have to fight it out.” 

The Canucks play the Senators, Montreal Canadiens, Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Boston Bruins and Buffalo Sabres over a span of eight nights. 
Really, they probably need to win at least three to keep plausible the 
organization’s trumpeted goal of returning to the National Hockey League 
playoffs next spring. 

The last team to make the Stanley Cup playoffs after a start as bad as 
Vancouver’s was the 2015-16 Anaheim Ducks, also coached by Bruce 
Boudreau. They built a 103-point season from a 1-7-2 start. Boudreau’s 
Canucks are 3-6-3, and have kicked away a small pile of points in the 
first four weeks of the season. 

The Ducks were 5-8-4 through 17 games, which means the Canucks will 
need to go .500 over the next five road games to match it. 

“It sucks to come out and play a good 40 minutes, set ourselves up (to 
win),” Canuck winger J.T. Miller said. “Obviously, at this point in time, 
we're tired of getting teams coming back on us. But, you know, it's not all 
bad. I think we're a lot closer than people think. It's going to be easy to 
turn this (result) negative, but we've got an important road trip.” 

“It’s not as far off as it seems,” defenceman Tyler Myers said, following 
up Miller’s theme. “Obviously, we don't want to be giving up leads like 
this. We've got to find the right way to play, whether you're up two (goals) 
going into the final 20 or you're down two. They got a quick one there 
early in the third and we have to have the mental stability to push back as 
soon as that happens. 

“We did a lot of good tonight. We know it can get better. We know some 
things we need to clean up. We can't let that keep happening; we've got 
to keep pushing forward and get better as a group.” 

The Canucks dominated the opening 40 minutes, outshooting the 
Predators 30-11. Heck, even Vancouver’s last-ranked penalty kill was 
working. 

Nashville goalie Juuse Saros, who stopped Miller twice on breakaways – 
“He had my number, for sure,” the Canuck said – was the only reason 
the Predators were still in the game, down 3-1. 

But Vancouver couldn’t defend a lost defensive-zone faceoff two shifts 
into the third period when Jordan Gross snaked a point shot through 
traffic at 1:06. And just 1:35 later, the game was tied when Nino 
Niederreiter scored on his own close-range rebound after Nashville 
defenceman Mattias Ekholm beat Vancouver winger Conor Garland wide 
a few seconds after the Predators won another faceoff – this one outside 
the Canuck blueline. 

Ilya Mikheyev caught the Predators on a change and beat Saros from 30 
feet to open scoring just 1:56 into the game, and Miller whacked a 
rebound through traffic to make it 2-0 at 3:41 after a turnover by Gross. 

Andrei Kuzmenko capped an outstanding opening period for the Canucks 
– shots were 13-3 – when he tapped in Miller’s pass on a power play to 
make it 3-0 at 17:32. 

On Nashville’s fourth power play, the Predators generated their fourth 
shot three minutes into the middle period, cutting the deficit to 3-1 on 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 7, 2022 

 

Gross’s fly-by deflection over Vancouver goalie Thatcher Demko’s 
shoulder. 

Demko allowed the only goal of the shootout when Matt Duchene scored 
through his pads. Saros finished with 42 saves. 

“I think that first five minutes in the third set the tone,” Demko said. 

“You can see where our game is going. In our last five games, it hasn't 
been so bad. So, big road trip here and try to get some points out East.” 

We can all see where the Canucks are going unless things change soon. 
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TSN.CA / Samsonov out more than a week, exact timeline TBD; Murray 
nears return 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability at PNC Arena in Raleigh on 
Sunday afternoon. Mark Masters has more. 

Ilya Samsonov was placed on injured reserve after sustaining a knee 
injury on Saturday.  

"He's going to have a MRI later today so we'll have more information on 
him at that time," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "With the nature of the 
injury and probably, more specifically, with his position, it's going to be 
more than a week. We'll know probably later today or tomorrow." 

After saying Matt Murray was still "a ways away" earlier this week, Keefe 
had a more optimistic outlook on Sunday.  

"I've had a lot more interest in his status here in the last little bit," Keefe 
said with a small smile. "Physically, he's feeling very good and is 
probably ahead of schedule in that sense. It's now just a matter of 
making sure he gets the proper reps in practice and things like that." 

Murray sustained an adductor injury on Oct. 15. The team announced he 
would miss at least four weeks.  

Murray is expected to take part in Tuesday's team skate. The team has a 
scheduled day off on Monday.  

"Murray's return is on the horizon here," Keefe stressed.  

The Leafs play on Tuesday (Vegas), Friday (Pittsburgh) and Saturday 
(Vancouver) next week.  

Keith Petruzzelli, who is 6-0-0 with a .922 save percentage with the 
Toronto Marlies this season, has signed an NHL deal. The 23-year-old 
will dress as Toronto's back-up goalie on Sunday.  

"He's a guy who was a third-round pick in the NHL and doesn't get 
signed, but ultimately dominates college hockey," Keefe said. "Our 
organization identified him as a guy to give an opportunity to, to continue 
to work with and develop. He was dominant in the ECHL last season. 
He's been dominant in the AHL to start this season. It's not a guy who's 
come in completely out of nowhere. Certainly, his signing is probably 
expedited given our situation, but he's a guy that our organization has 
believed in and, frankly, the way it was going his signing was somewhat 
inevitable."  

The Quinnipiac University product, who was drafted by the Detroit Red 
Wings in 2017, has never played in the NHL.  

"To have him in here is a real nice story for a guy that's just continued to 
work and has responded to an organization believing in him," Keefe 
continued. "Happy that it's worked out this way for him." 

The 6-foot-5, 185-pounder has 11 American Hockey League games on 
his resume dating back to last season.  

      KEEEEITHHH 

    That moment when you find out you’re signing your first NHL contract 
  Congrats, Petro    pic.twitter.com/gQnL86wxCw 

    — Toronto Marlies (@TorontoMarlies) November 6, 2022 

With Petr Mrazek and Jack Campbell struggling through injuries and poor 
play last season, Erik Kallgren stepped in and won eight of 12 starts. For 
now, the Leafs’ crease belongs to him once again.   

"I played a few games last year," the 26-year-old said. "I played a few 
games this year so I'm prepared to play and I want to play, of course. I 
don't know what's going to happen, but I'm ready." 

"He's just really calm and collected in the net," observed Auston 
Matthews. "He doesn't really say too much, but I think his demeanour 
does the talking for him. His confidence speaks for itself. He's really 
steady in there so all of us have a lot of confidence in him to go out there 
and win some games for us." 

Kallgren stopped all seven shots in relief on Saturday night. His save 
percentage is .884 on the year.  

"I've been feeling pretty good in games," he said, "but had a few goals 
here and there that I'm not happy with. Overall my game feels good, but 
obviously not the results I've wanted here for the first couple games, but 
a big win [Saturday] and try to bring that into [Raleigh]." 

"I skated with him in the summer," said fellow Swede William Nylander. 
"He's been looking really good. He's going to get some time now to show 
what he can do."  

Kallgren has lost all three starts this season, dropping games against 
Arizona, San Jose and Anaheim.  

"He's going to have a team that's playing better in front of him than he's 
had in his previous starts," Keefe promised.   

Kallgren stopped 34 of 36 shots to beat the Hurricanes in his second 
career start last season.  

"As he played some games for us last year, he got a taste of how it is to 
play here," said defenceman Timothy Liljegren. "Just came in to take a 
spot this year and a good opportunity for him today to show that." 

Liljegren made his NHL season debut on Saturday logging 15 minutes 
and 50 seconds against the Bruins.  

"Felt solid," the Swede said. "Not my best game, but solid. I think I need 
a couple more games to really get back into it but, yeah, felt solid." 

The biggest adjustment? 

"Just timing," he said. "Get skating right with your gaps and read the 
forechecks and stuff like that." 

Liljegren missed the first month of the season while recovering from 
hernia surgery.   

The Leafs are passing around a wrestling championship belt inside the 
dressing room following wins this season. On Saturday night, John 
Tavares passed it to Justin Holl.  

"He had a lot of really good plays especially late in the third when Boston 
was really pushing us hard on the PK and when they pulled the goalie," 
Liljegren said. "He deserved that belt." 

Holl posted four blocks while logging 21 minutes and 19 seconds of ice 
time, including almost four minutes shorthanded.   

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 6, 2022 

After a slow start, Matthews is heating up. He has scored in four of five 
games, including his first multi-goal performance of the season on 
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Saturday in a 2-1 win over the Atlantic-leading Bruins. Both goals came 
close to the net.  

"Those are areas I don't think he had gone to enough," said Keefe, "and 
yet he had been getting there and missing some of those — virtual tap-
ins that hadn't fallen for him. He just continued to go there and continued 
to work." 

Does Matthews feel like he's in a groove now?  

"I hope so," the 25-year-old centre said. "I just want to continue to play 
hard and try and get my opportunities and make good on them ... Just 
trying to possess the puck as much offensively and obviously keep the 
puck out of our own end at the same time. So, it's a challenge at times, 
but just trying to get rolling." 

Teammates have no doubt the Rocket Richard Trophy winner is about to 
get rolling.  

"Of course," Nylander said with a smile, "that's what he does."  

Matthews scored in both games against the Hurricanes (and good friend 
Frederik Andersen) last season. He missed the third game against 
Carolina due to a suspension.  

Faced with their toughest opponent of the season, the Leafs raised their 
game.  

"We just found another level," said Keefe following the win over Boston. 
"We moved the puck better and we skated harder both ways. We knew 
that Boston was going to demand our absolute best if we were going to 
compete with that. Our guys not only met that, but I thought we 
established the pace of the game early rather than just sort of feeling our 
way through it. That first 10 or 12 minutes were definitely the quickest 
and best we have been all season. That provided the foundation for the 
win." 

Toronto scored the only even-strength goal of the game and limited the 
Bruins to 21 shots.   

"Not a whole lot of ice out there for either team and not a whole lot of 
scoring chances at 5-on-5 for either team," Keefe noted. "There was not 
a lot of scoring chances on special teams for either team. They made 
good on their power play in that they earned a penalty shot. We got a 
power play and made good on it. Obviously, I didn't love the penalties we 
took in the third period, but the penalty kill was outstanding. It was one of 
those games where the guys were absolutely committed and seemed like 
they weren’t going to be denied tonight." 

Saturday was the Leafs' first win of the season in which they never 
trailed.  

"This is a different level of NHL than what we had been playing in," Keefe 
said. "This was a different league than we have played in during the 
previous 11 games — both in how we played and how the opponent 
played. It was the type of game you get in the latter part of the season."  

The challenge is even greater on Sunday as the Leafs face a rested 
Hurricanes side.  

"The back-to-back is a challenge as it is, but we are going to try to talk 
about it as little as possible," Keefe said. "The opponent itself is 
challenging enough. We just have to focus on that. Competing how we 
did today is a really good sample of what is going to be required. Let’s 
kind of trap that in our minds and try to do it again out on the road." 

Keefe confirmed that Nick Robertson will play on Sunday after sitting out 
the last two games. Wayne Simmonds will be a healthy scratch. 
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TSN.CA / After tough homestand, Flames need to reclaim identity on 
upcoming road trip 

 

Salim Valji 

Columnist image 

 

Head coach Darryl Sutter has not minced words during the Calgary 
Flames’ current four-game losing streak. 

With his team sputtering to a 5-4-1 record to start the season, Sutter 
called out the team’s new superstar Jonathan Huberdeau, took aim at a 
group of blueliners many thought was the deepest in the league, and said 
his players lacked the courage to execute a recent gameplan. On 
Saturday night, he played another card – benching three veterans in the 
third period. Mikael Backlund, Milan Lucic, and Kevin Rooney combined 
for three shifts in the final 20 minutes against the New Jersey Devils, a 
game that the Flames eventually lost in overtime. 

"They don't have the energy or the emotion in the game, then they don't 
get to play,” he said.  

“It's not. I don't care. It doesn't even matter who they are. The guys that 
played in the third got us a point." 

Much has changed since the Flames got off to the best start in franchise 
history by winning five of their first six contests. They dominated the 
offensive zone, hemming teams in with Sutter’s dump-and-chase, heavy 
hockey tenants and killing plays defensively while getting decent 
goaltending. They dominated the Oilers in the first Battle of Alberta on 
Oct. 15 and came back from two goals down versus the Carolina 
Hurricanes to win in overtime.  

Since then, those dominant offensive zone shifts have been few and far 
between, forcing Sutter to change up his lines in an effort to get his 
wingers going. Perhaps the coach’s biggest mystery to solve is 
Huberdeau, who has just one even-strength point so far. Huberdeau has 
also looked lost in the offensive zone, often losing stick battles and giving 
the puck away as he adjusts to the more physical Western Conference. 

“I think there has been way too much talk about goals, and assists, and 
points, and last year,” Sutter said.  

“It’s so different. When that happens, [the player thinks] ‘OK, I’ve got to 
score more.’ He does everything else. He’s a good player. Instead of 
putting pressure on yourself to score or make that play, just play the 
game.” 

“Yeah, I mean, I still got a lot of work to do. Obviously, it hasn’t been 
easy for me at the beginning of the year,” Huberdeau said. “I’m way 
better than what I am right now and I think he’s right. Thinking a little too 
much, not moving my feet as I used to last year and I think I gotta start 
doing that. I want to do it as soon as possible but I just gotta relax and 
play my game. I know I’m a good player. I got to come back to the 
basics.” 

Another cause for concern is Calgary’s back end. Many thought that the 
Flames had one of the deepest bluelines in the league coming into the 
season, but the Flames are 0-3 when missing one of their top-four 
defencemen. On Saturday night, Calgary started the game without Chris 
Tanev and then lost Michael Stone in the opening period. Rasmus 
Andersson, MacKenzie Weegar, and Nikita Zadorov all played over 28 
minutes, surely unsustainable over the course of 82 games.  

“When you get short on the back-end and you’re not where you want to 
be there, and then you’re just not getting the production from some of the 
top-end guys, then it’s tough,” Sutter said. 

As cliche as it sounds, the Flames’ three-game road trip is coming at the 
perfect time. After eight straight at home, a stretch they finished at 3-4-1, 
Calgary can focus on getting back to their identity far from the all-too-
familiar confines of the Saddledome. They can go back to Sutter’s dump-
and-chase, point-shot, net-front, physical hockey that propelled them to 
that impressive start. Perhaps more importantly, they can get out of their 
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current routine and build more off-ice chemistry while on the road. Many 
players cited the team’s early Eastern Conference road trip last season, 
which they went a perfect 5-0, as crucial for team bonding. 

“Seems like we’ve been home for a long time,” said Sutter when asked of 
the malaise of the homestand. 

“But I’m not looking that far ahead. It’s not winning or losing, I’m looking 
at the process and performance of guys. That’s a concern.” 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-Sutter emphasizes shot volume, and that’s taken a step back for 
Calgary. This season, they’re taking 46.81 per cent of shots at 5-on-5, 
15th in the league. Last season, Calgary was third in the league, taking 
53.34 per cent of shots at 5-on-5. 

-Calgary’s shooting percentage has dipped as well, going from 10.0 last 
season (12th) to 8.8 (25th) now. 

-The Flames look vulnerable against teams with speed…New Jersey, 
Buffalo, and Edmonton took advantage of Calgary in that regard. This 
roster, on paper, is very good – but they lack high-end speed, especially 
at forward. 

-Connor Mackey just does not look capable of defending at the NHL level 
right now. Nicolas Meloche is a recall option for the Flames, especially if 
Michael Stone misses any time 

-Ryan Rishaug had a great breakdown the other day on how the Oilers' 
power play has evolved in recent years and gotten creative with puck 
movement. Calgary's man advantage just doesn't look creative in how 
they enter the zone and set up shots, and teams seem to have figured it 
out. An example is Nazem Kadri coughing up the puck, leading to a 
Yanni Gourde short handed goal. The Flames have talented offensive 
players but lack the dynamism and unpredictability of other powerplay 
units. Over their recently-completed eight-game homestand, the Flames' 
power play was 27th in the league, clicking at 15.4 per cent. 
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