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Hootie & The Blowfish set to perform before Canes outdoor hockey game. How to get 
tickets 
By Jessica Banov 

Darius Rucker and Jim Sonefeld perform with Hootie and the 
Blowfish during the first of three shows in their hometown 
during their “Group Therapy Tour” at Colonial Life Arena 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2019, in Columbia, S.C. The band, on 
hiatus since 2008, formed in 1986 while the members 
attended the University of South Carolina. 
online@thestate.com  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ first outdoor game in February 
already has sold thousands of tickets and is set to be one of 
the events of 2023. 
So why not make the whole weekend a party? 
Hootie & The Blowfish will perform a one-night-only show at 
Raleigh’s PNC Arena the night before the Canes are set to 
take on the Washington Capitals at N.C. State’s Carter-
Finley Stadium nearby. 
The concert on Feb. 17 is considered a pre-party to the 2023 
NHL Stadium Series game on Feb. 18, according to a news 
release from PNC Arena.  
Tickets go on sale Friday, Nov. 11 at 10 a.m. at 
Ticketmaster.com, with pre-sales beginning Nov. 8. 
Indie rock band Susto will be the opening act. 
The band, which got its start in South Carolina, is known for 
‘90s hits “Hold My Hand,” “Let Her Cry,” “Only Wanna Be 
With You” and “Time.” But the band rarely tours together now 
that frontman Darius Rucker has gone on to a successful 
solo career in country music. 

In 2019, the band released a studio album, “Imperfect 
Circle,” which was its first new studio album in 14 years. 
Later in 2023, the band will invite other classic bands from 
the 1990s, such as Goo Goo Dolls, Gin Blossoms and 
Collective Soul, to perform at HootieFest: The Big Splash at 
Moon Palace Cancún in April. 

Darius Rucker performs with Hootie & the Blowfish during 
the first of three shows in their hometown as part of their 
“Group Therapy Tour” at Colonial Life Arena Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, 2019, in Columbia, S.C. The band, on hiatus since 
2008, formed in 1986 while the members attended the 
University of South Carolina. Sean Rayford 
online@thestate.com  

How to see Canes outdoor hockey game 

As for the hockey game, only a few tickets are being sold on 
the resale market for hundreds of dollars. 
At least 55,000 tickets have been sold for the primetime 
game with tickets being scooped up hours after they become 
available, The News & Observer reported.  
Don Waddell, Canes president and general manager, said 
the Canes sold out its initial ticket allocation of 18,650 in 
three hours. Subsequent allotments also were snatched up, 
The N&O reported. 
A FanFest celebration is scheduled in downtown Raleigh the 
same day as the Hootie & The Blowfish concert. 
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Panthers Host the Hurricanes After Reinhart’s 2-Goal Game 
Carolina Hurricanes (8-3-1, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Florida Panthers (7-5-1, fifth in the Atlantic 
Division) 
Sunrise, Florida; Wednesday, 7 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The Florida Panthers host the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Sam Reinhart scored two goals in the 
Panthers' 5-3 win against the Anaheim Ducks. 
Florida is 3-0-1 at home and 7-5-1 overall. The Panthers 
rank sixth in the league serving 11.1 penalty minutes per 
game. 
Carolina is 8-3-1 overall and 5-1-1 on the road. The 
Hurricanes have gone 6-1-0 when scoring three or more 
goals. 
Wednesday's game is the sixth time these teams match up 
this season. The Panthers won the previous meeting 3-2 in 
overtime. Reinhart scored two goals in the win. 
TOP PERFORMERS: Carter Verhaeghe has eight goals and 
five assists for the Panthers. Brandon Montour has three 
goals and eight assists over the last 10 games. 
Sebastian Aho has seven goals and eight assists for the 
Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov has seven goals and five 
assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Panthers: 5-4-1, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.6 
assists, 5.2 penalties and 11.4 penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.1 goals per game. 
Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.5 assists, 4.3 
penalties and 8.6 penalty minutes while giving up three goals 
per game. 
INJURIES: Panthers: Anthony Duclair: out (achilles), Aaron 
Ekblad: out (lower-body), Patric Hornqvist: day to day (upper 
body). 
Hurricanes: Ryan Suzuki: out (upper body), Ondrej Kase: out 
(concussion), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Cavan 
Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
___ 
The Associated Press created this story using technology 
provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/entertainment/article268406332.html 

https://www.foxsports.com/articles/nhl/panthers-host-the-hurricanes-after-reinharts-2goal-game 
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1258439 Florida Panthers 

 

Florida Panthers Keep Eye on Tropical Storm Nicole 

 

George Richards 

3-4 minutes 07/11/2022 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are scheduled to fly into Fort Lauderdale on 
Tuesday to face the Florida Panthers — while a potential real-life 
hurricane appears headed this way. 

As of right now, the game between the Panthers and Hurricanes is still 
on as scheduled for Wednesday night at 7 p.m. 

But that could change at any point. 

On Monday, Broward County was placed under a Hurricane Watch as 
Tropical Storm Nicole may turn into a Category 1 hurricane before 
landfall. 

Miami-Dade County is under a Tropical Storm Watch. 

Broward County — home of the Panthers’ FLA Live Arena in Sunrise — 
is currently in the cone of concern for the storm. 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

According to the Miami Herald, the storm could bring heavy rain, 
dangerous storm surge and strong winds to the east coast of Florida. 

Forecast models show the storm crossing over the Bahamas and west 
toward Florida with potential landfall sometime Wednesday or early 
Thursday. 

The Hurricanes hockey team would be traveling to Fort Lauderdale on 
Tuesday afternoon so a decision on Wednesday night’s game would 
likely be made sometime tomorrow before the team takes off from 
Raleigh. 

The Panthers are practicing at the arena on Tuesday and the status of 
the game should be known by then. 

If the region was placed under a Hurricane Warning at any point, the 
game would be postponed due to public safety concerns. 

Even if that was not the case by Tuesday, the NHL would be reticent to 
send a team into the path of a storm with any possibility the game itself 
would be postponed. 

Carolina will play host to Edmonton on Thursday night so it may make 
sense just to allow the team to stay home. The Oilers will play in Sunrise 
on Saturday afternoon. 

Finding a make-up date for Wednesday’s game would not be a problem 
since it is so early in the season. 

Last December, Florida’s road game against the Hurricanes was 
postponed due to Covid and rescheduled for February. 

 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 11.08.2022 
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FHN Today: Florida Panthers Lose Tkachuk, End Road Trip with Win 

 

George Richards 

3-4 minutes 07/11/2022 

 

The Florida Panthers had a lot of stuff going on Sunday. 

Not only did they have to play in Anaheim less than 24 hours after losing 
up ‘The 5’ against the Kings, but they had to wait and see what response 
the NHL would have to Matthew Tkachuk’s stick poke of Los Angeles 
goalie Jonathan Quick. 

A few hours before the game against the Ducks, the ruling came down 
that Tkachuk would be suspended for two games. 

On the ice, the Panthers were forced to change up some things — and it 
ended up working out. 

Florida ended its four-game road trip on a winning note as Sam Reinhart 
scored twice and Brandon Montour had himself another big game. 

“It is a huge adjustment,” Paul Maurice said Sunday night. “We already 
lost (Patric) Hornqvist — one of our captains — and now we lost him. It is 
an adjustment. But sometimes when you get to the fourth game in six 
nights, perhaps an adjustment is a good thing.” 

The Panthers will fly home today and are expected to practice on 
Tuesday before playing host to the Hurricanes on Wednesday night. 

FLORIDA HOCKEY NOW 

The big news around the Panthers on Sunday was the two-game 
suspension of Tkachuk as the NHL said he deliberately used the blade of 
his stick to hit an opponent in the head. 

The video of the incident as well as the league’s full video explanation 
are embedded on the story.  

— Montour had himself a night, ending up with a goal and three assists 
as Reinhart scored twice and Sam Bennett nets the game-winner in a 5-3 
win over the Ducks. 

— Miss anything from the past week? Check out the FHN Florida 
Panthers Wrap as we look back at an odd week for the Cats. 

— Florida lost a Tkachuk goal on a controversial goalie interference call 
in the second period in a wild 5-4 loss to the Kings. 
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— Hear from Maurice, Anton Lundell and Bennett following Sunday’s win 
in Anaheim on the FHN YouTube Channel which can be accessed 
RIGHT HERE or click on the video below. 

If you subscribe to the channel — which is free — you will be alerted 
whenever new content appears. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

After creating a firestorm by signing Mitchell Miller, the Boston Bruins 
reversed course on Sunday night and parted ways with the controversial 
— but talented — defenseman. 

— Peter McNab was the voice of the Colorado Avalanche. After a long 
fight with cancer, the beloved McNab passed away on Sunday. 

— The New York Islanders saw their five-game winning streak end with a 
loss to the Red Wings. 

— Looks like the Detroit Red Wings are buying in. 

— The Pittsburgh Penguins lost to the Seattle Kraken for the second time 
in a week. 

— The Philadelphia Flyers met up with former captain Claude Giroux — 
and got another win. 

— The Washington Capitals are struggling and their most recent loss to 
Arizona cast a cloud over another Alex Ovechkin milestone. 

 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 11.08.2022 
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No Tkachuk, No Problem: Florida Panthers Drop Ducks 

 

George Richards 

5-6 minutes 07/11/2022 

 

Before the Florida Panthers played in Anaheim on Sunday night, coach 
Paul Maurice discussed how his team was going to have to find a way 
with leading scorer Matthew Tkachuk being suspended for two games. 

As has been the case so far this season, the Panthers found themselves 
in a battle with the host Ducks — but one they ended up surviving. 

Thanks to a pair of deflected goals as well as ones from Sam Reinhart 
and Sam Bennett, the Panthers ended up with a split in their four-game 
road trip as they beat Anaheim 5-3. 

Reinhart’s goal drought has been well documented — but No. 13 got his 
first in Florida’s 13th game. 

And, on his 27th birthday. 

“We had a good first and a good third,” Reinhart said afterward. “We 
salvaged the road trip a little bit and now we get to come home. 
Everyone stepped up in their own little way.” 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

Sunday night’s game followed a similar script as many of Florida’s games 
thus far as it built a two-goal lead and held a big shot advantage before 
Anaheim battled back and ended up tying the score with a pair of goals 
within a 27 second span in the second period. 

Florida did not relent in its attack on John Gibson with Reinhart getting 
his first of the season at 2:55 of the third after he corralled a loose puck 
in front of the net and sent it high over a sprawling Gibson. 

About five minutes later and it was Bennett claiming his second of the 
season as he slid in front of the net and cashed in on a nice feed from 
Eetu Luostarinen. 

After that, it was up to Spencer Knight to handle things — and that he 
did. 

Knight improved to 4-1 by making 32 saves in the win. 

The Panthers are going to be without Tkachuk through Wednesday’s 
game against Carolina and will need balanced scoring in his absence. 

They got that Sunday night — although Brandon Montour was a big part 
of it early. 

Montour got credit for one goal Sunday even though his two big shots 
were clipped on the way to the net by his teammates. 

At 11:31 of the first, Montour sent a low power play shot toward the net 
that Carter Verhaeghe got a piece of to make it 1-0. 

In the second, Montour threw up a wild shot from 50 feet out that 
appeared to nip Aleksi Heponiemi to give the Panthers a 2-0 lead. 

Although Montour was originally credited with both goals, they were later 
changed by off-ice officials in Anaheim. 

Montour ended up having the second one reinstated — although that 
could change upon further review.’ 

”That was a gutsy effort, it’s hard coming on a back-to-back,” Bennett 
said. “I thought we played a pretty solid game and it was a pretty good 
win for our team.” 

Anaheim did not go quietly into the Southern California night, however, 
with Ryan Strome’s long shot deflected by Adam Henrique and past 
Knight. 

A mere 27 seconds later and it was a tie game — and a goal Strome got 
to claim as his own. 

”We started good and the second period was harder on us,” Anton 
Lundell said. 

Once up two goals in the third, the Panthers did not face many 
challenges from the Ducks and even got a late power play chance with 
Gibson out of the net. 

Only Isac Lundestrom chased down a Florida turnover and was slashed 
by Gus Forsling to draw a penalty shot that he scored on to make it a 
one-goal game. 

The Panthers were able to continue on their power play in the final 
minute before Anaheim finally got the puck back allowing Gibson to come 
out and get the extra skater on the ice. 

Reinhart ended it by chasing down a loose puck and depositing it into the 
vacated net in the game’s final second to give the Panthers a two-goal 
victory. 

It looked like a fun game for the Panthers as the loss of Tkachuk and the 
continued absence of Patric Hornqvist created new opportunity for new 
players. 

Ryan Lomberg, for one, got to move all the way up to the second line to 
play with Reinhart and Anton Lundell. 

It appears the success Lundell and Reinhart found last season is 
something coach Paul Maurice notices. 

“What a great learning experience for our team to find something new,” 
Maurice said. “Luostarinen and Bennett were really good, so that’s a 
place we could go. Lomberg comes off the fourth line and I liked his 
game. 

“So, I learned something I didn’t know before this game. And Lundell and 
Reinhart, that’s a pair I should work hard to keep. They are really good 
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together. I have a whole different set of lines when Matthew comes 
back.” 

 

Florida Hockey Now LOADED: 11.08.2022 
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Oilers penalty kill struggles in road loss to Washington Capitals 

 

Derek Van Diest 

10-12 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Capital One Arena has never been friendly 
to the Edmonton Oilers, but if they were ever set up to win a game here 
against Alex Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals, it would have been 
Monday. 

But about that penalty kill … 

Despite the Capitals missing Nicklas Backstrom, Carl Hagelin, Tom 
Wilson, Connor Brown, T.J. Oshie, John Carlson, Beck Malenstyn, and 
Dmitry Orlov, representing just under $40-million in salary cap, they 
scored four power-play goals to defeat the Oilers 5-4. 

Dylan Strome and Evgeny Kuznetsov each scored twice and Ovechkin 
had the other for the Capitals. Backup goaltender Charlie Lindgren made 
25 saves. 

“You can’t give up four power-play goals in a game and expect to win it,” 
said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “Flat out not good enough on the 
penalty kill, and I’d also say we put ourselves in positions to take those 
penalties, which I didn’t think all of them we needed to take. That doesn’t 
help your cause when you’re struggling on the penalty kill. 

“Not good enough.” 

Connor McDavid, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, with a pair, and Leon Draisaitl 
countered for the Oilers, while Stuart Skinner made 26 saves. 

The loss was the third straight for the Oilers following a five-game 
winning streak. They will face the Tampa Bay Lightning (5 p.m. ET) on 
Tuesday, in the second of a four-game road trip. With the win the 
Capitals snapped a four-game winless skid. 

“It’s getting old battling back, it’s exhausting, it’s tiring; we just give up too 
many goals,” Draisaitl said. “We give up goals on the kill, we give up two-
on-ones, it’s just not good enough right now.” 

The penalty kill has become a serious area of concern for the Oilers. 
They’ve fallen to 30th in efficiency in the 32-team league at 67.9 per cent. 
They’ve only played two of 13 games without giving up at least one 
power-play goal. 

“I’m no penalty-killing juggernaut, I think right now we’re just a little 
hesitant, we don’t really know when to pressure and when not to 
pressure,” Draisaitl said. “We just sit back and teams just find a way to 
take advantage of us there and it’s something that just needs to be 
cleaned up.” 

The Oilers started on the back foot again, giving up the opening goal in 
the contest in the first period. 

Exactly 10 minutes after Sonny Milano thought he put the Capitals up, 
but his shot actually hit the crossbar and the goal was waved off after 
review, Strome scored; stripping Warren Foegele of the puck inside the 
Oilers blue line, taking it in alone, and snapping a shot over the shoulder 
of Skinner. 

Strome scored again 28 seconds into the second period on a power play, 
redirecting in a pass from Evgeny Kuznetsov. 

“We gave up five shots on the penalty kill and four of them went in, but it 
was the quality of chance that we gave up,” Woodcroft said. “We gave up 
one off a (zone) entry, one off a face-off, a five-on-three and then later in 
the game when we were pressing to tie the game up, we gave one off a 
fast break. 

“It’s not good enough, we have to find a way to get those killed and it 
certainly was the determining factor in why we didn’t win the game 
tonight.” 

McDavid pulled one back for the Oilers eight minutes later on a four-on-
four, which resembled more of a power play. The Oilers played keep-
away with the puck until McDavid decided to walk past Strome and then 
go around Lindgren to tuck the puck in. 

The two-goal deficit was restored on a two-man advantage just over four 
minutes later, with Zach Hyman and Kailer Yamamoto taking penalties 
nine seconds apart. 

It took Kuznetsov just 19 seconds to score, taking a cross-crease pass 
from Strome and sliding into an open net with Skinner still on the near 
post. 

“You can’t win giving up four power-play goals, and you can’t win taking 
penalties,” Hyman said. “I think it’s just taking too many penalties. I 
thought five-on-five we were just OK, we have a lot more to give all 
throughout our lineup, top to bottom, forwards, D. It was another tough 
one here.” 

Nugent-Hopkins cut the lead to 4-2 with just over six minutes left in the 
period, benefiting from Ovechkin’s lengthy shift. 

The Capitals’ 37-year-old star had been on the ice for over two minutes 
when he lost a race to the puck to Hyman, who then found Nugent-
Hopkins in front. 

Any momentum the Oilers had at that point was snuffed out by a holding 
penalty to Cody Ceci, which again sent out the beleaguered power-play 
unit. 

It only took five seconds for the Capitals to score as Ovechkin muscled a 
shot from the face-off circle in past Skinner, the 163rd goalie to give up a 
goal to him. 

Fortunately for the Oilers, Ovechkin gave the goal back three minutes 
into the third period as he’s gone to the Bill Murray school of defence — 
doesn’t play it. 

Ovechkin had difficulty handling the puck in his own end and kick it right 
to Hyman in front. He slid it over to Draisaitl for an easy tap in to make it 
4-3. 

The Oilers tried to mount a late comeback, but a penalty to Evan 
Bouchard with 2:21 left in the game hampered it. 

Kuznetsov scored the Capitals’ fourth power-play goal with 1:51 left in 
the game, taking a pass from Ovechkin, who fought off defenceman 
Darnell Nurse and sent the puck back between his legs out in front. 

Woodcroft was hoping to get through the first minute of the power play 
and get McDavid out for the second. 

“He was next up,” Woodcroft said. “He had just come off a long shift and 
needed a break and we were hoping to get him out for the second half of 
that penalty kill.” 

Nugent-Hopkins scored a late goal with 1:07 left, taking a pass from 
Nurse and lifting it over Lindgren, but it was as close as the Oilers would 
get. 

They now have another difficult challenge against the Lightning before 
moving on to face the Carolina Hurricanes and then Florida Panthers. 
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“For sure, it’ll be a tough game, we’ll be coming in late,” Draisaitl said. 
“But we have to find a way to hang in there and get some points.” 
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Connor McDavid reaches 500-game milestone for Edmonton Oilers 

 

Derek Van Diest 

9-11 minutes 07/11/2022 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — It does not seem long ago the Edmonton Oilers 
lucked out and won the NHL Draft Lottery with Connor McDavid as top 
prize. 

McDavid suited up for his 500th NHL regular-season game Monday 
against the Washington Capitals here at the Capital One Arena, in the 
first of a four-game road trip for the Oilers. 

“Yeah, it’s been really fast, it goes quick,” McDavid said prior to the 
game. “You get the chance to live out my dream and play in the NHL, 
and to have done it for 500 games now, it means a lot to me. I know 
there’s not a lot of guys that get to that number, so it’s special to me.” 

In 499 regular-season games heading into the milestone contest, 
McDavid, 25, has 251 goals and 722 points. He’s the highest-scoring 
active player over 500 games and currently sits fifth on the all-time list 
behind former Oilers winger Jari Kurri, who had 339 goals and 730 points 
though 500 games. 

Sidney Crosby had 253 goals and 453 points, and Alex Ovechkin had 
309 goals and 633 points through their first 500 games. 

McDavid leads the NHL in scoring this season, with 12 goals and 25 
points in 12 games heading into the contest against the Capitals. 

“It feels like it’s gone by fast and what he’s done and been able to 
accomplish in such a short time is amazing,” said Oilers head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “He’s a generational player; he’s someone that I don’t think 
gets enough credit on the leadership side of things. 

“For Connor, it’s not just about setting an example, it’s also holding the 
team to a certain standard and holding people accountable to that 
standard. That’s a lot of stuff that people don’t get to see from behind the 
scenes, but I do. I’ve seen a young man mature over those 500 games. 
I’ve seen a player evolve and mature and he’s a treat to be around and a 
treat to watch operate on a day-in and day-out basis.” 

McDavid broke into the league in 2015 under immense pressure and 
ridiculously high expectations. He’s actually managed to exceed those 
expectations and continues to marvel as he approaches his prime. 

“It’s hard to believe it’s 500, but he’s definitely grown as a player, grown 
as a person and as a leader, for sure,” said Oilers forward Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, who was also a first-overall selection. “Obviously, when he 
came in, there were a lot of expectations, a lot of pressures and the way 
he’s handled that in his career is pretty special. 

“I think definitely we had a little bit different expectations, but obviously 
coming in as a high pick, you have the pressures and stuff from the 
outside. But you try to just forget about that when you go out there and 
play and do what you can to just be a hockey player. Also, you’re a kid 
coming in and you want to have fun, you want to enjoy yourself, and that 
helps a lot when you’re having fun; it doesn’t just become a job 
automatically.” 

Assistant coach Charlie Huddy on the ice at Winnipeg Jets practice on 
Tues., April 26, 2022.  

After 43 years, ex-Oiler Charlie Huddy says it's ‘time to kick back’ 

Washington Capitals Alex Ovechkin (8) fires the puck on the Edmonton 
Oilers during second period NHL action on March 9, 2022, in Edmonton.  

Dallas Stars forward Tyler Sequin (91) tries to knock the puck away from 
Edmonton Oilers forward Connor McDavid (97) during the first period at 
Rogers Place on Saturday, Nov. 5, 2022.  

McDavid came in with the expectations of turning around a franchise who 
had been wallowing for nearly a decade. He became the youngest 
captain in the history of the NHL at 19 years, 266 days old. 

Over time, McDavid’s leadership abilities have evolved and he credits the 
influence of other strong leaders to help shape his style. 

“I think you take little bits from everybody; you’re always learning from 
different people,” McDavid said. “For me, just being a young guy, I 
learned a lot from a guy like Matt Hendricks. He was a veteran here, just 
an ultimate professional and amazing leader. 

“I remember in that playoff run in 2016-17, he didn’t play in the playoffs, 
but he dressed every single game simply just because of how important 
he was in the room. I definitely learned a lot from him and lots of different 
guys along the way.” 

McDavid has also evolved as a player. He is likely the fastest skater in 
the history of the game and complements his speed with exceptional skill 
and hockey sense. 

“I’d like to think I’m a more responsible player, probably not as reckless 
as I was at 18 years old,” McDavid said. “There’s definitely lots of 
different things that I notice; I play the game a little bit different, but you 
have to adapt in the NHL otherwise you don’t go very far.” 

A broken collar bone crashing into the end boards in his rookie season 
and a knee injury getting tripped into the goaltender by former Flames 
defenceman Mark Giordano in 2019, helped McDavid develop a more 
cautious approach going to the net. 

Yet, as with any generational talent, he keeps unveiling new aspect of his 
game to thrill hockey fans. Juggling the puck on his stick while on a rush 
against the St. Louis Blues at Rogers Place earlier this season, was the 
latest example. 

“I think it’s a pretty big milestone, 500 games, and he’s got to it pretty 
quickly,” said Oilers forward Zach Hyman. “In that time, he’s led the 
league in probably every stat. His work on the ice speaks for itself and 
playing against him in the Canadian Division that one year, and now 
getting a chance to play with him, you see how much work goes into 
being the player that he is. He’s got the talent, but the work ethic goes 
into it as well.” 
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After 43 years, ex-Oiler Charlie Huddy says it's ‘time to kick back’ 

 

Jim Matheson 

8-11 minutes 07/11/2022 

 

After 43 years, ex-Oiler Charlie Huddy says it's ‘time to kick back’ 

There are givens in hockey, like the Zamboni coming out every 
intermission, like the 50-50 draws which are through the roof at Rogers 
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Place, like seeing Alex Ovechkin, now 37, still blowing shots past goalies 
ready for his slapper. 

Also Charlie Huddy in an NHL rink. 

Except for this year. 

For the first time in 43 years, taking away the NHL shutdown in 2004-
2005 when rinks went dark everywhere, Huddy, 63, isn’t working as a 
player or a coach after ending the 2021-22 season with the Winnipeg 
Jets, and not moving to Florida with Paul Maurice or staying with the Jets 
on Rick Bowness’s new staff. 

Huddy, who was Paul Coffey’s partner for years and will likely have his 
name up on the Oilers Hall of Fame at some time after his five Stanley 
Cups here, started in 1979 with Houston in the old Central League after 
the Oilers signed him as an undrafted free agent. He played 19 pro 
seasons until 1997. Then, he started his coaching journey as head coach 
a few months later in the ECHL in Huntington (West Virginia), and had 
NHL assistant gigs with the Rangers, Oilers, Dallas and Winnipeg. 
Another 23 years. 

“Yeah, been working every year, other than the lockout,” said Huddy, 
based in Fort Saskatchewan, Alta., these days and helping to coach his 
granddaughter’s hockey team there. “She turns 15 in November. Been a 
long time since I was involved in minor hockey. Right now (not working in 
the pros), it feels fine. 

“I’ve had a pretty good run, you know, time to kick back.” 

Pretty good run?  Counting playoffs, he played exactly 1,200 NHL 
games, and, as we said, he was never drafted. He’s got enough Stanley 
Cup rings to fill up one hand, he finished with a plus/minus of plus 223 in 
his regular season games. He may very well go into the Oiler Hall of 
Fame next season after Lee Fogolin and Ryan Smyth were selected this 
year. 

“It did seem a bit strange I wasn’t at an NHL camp when they started … 
first one since ’79-’80 I wasn’t at one in September, but I’ve tried to stay 
busy. Definitely different, but I think I made the right call,” said Huddy, a 
highly-accomplished coach of defencemen in his NHL stops. 

“I talked with Paul (Maurice) a little bit (when he got the Panthers head 
job after leaving the Jets to recharge during last season), but I think they 
were looking within which was fine. I didn’t push it hard, it was a long 
haul to Florida. I have moved enough. Time to settle down. I didn’t hear 
from those guys (Bowness). Eleven years in Winnipeg. It was time those 
players there heard somebody else, pushing different buttons. Hopefully, 
they have the right crew there. I wish them luck,” he said. 

Huddy coached against Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, a lot, 
including that playoff round in 2020, when the Jets beat the Oilers. 

“It wasn’t a lot of fun … I like it better now watching them from the couch 
on TV than from behind the bench,” said Huddy. “We would put (Josh) 
Morrissey and (Dylan) DeMelo against them if Connor and Leon were on 
the same line, but when they were split up … that was hard.” 

Huddy has coached scores of defencemen in his two decades in the 
NHL, but when asked who the best one was, there’s a caveat.  Back in 
2005-2006, when he was the Oiler assistant, he didn’t have to coach 
Chris Pronger much, at all. “He would play 30 minutes and his sweater 
would still be dry (no wasted energy). He never carried the puck over the 
blueline, just snapped a pass to somebody else in our end and away 
we’d go,” said Huddy. 

“Best defenceman I coached? Oh, man. Tough question. Probably Dustin 
Byfuglien (the ex-mammoth blueliner in Winnipeg),” he said. 

Byfuglien’s weight was always a story, but he played at maybe 260 
pounds or more. 

“Very unusual player but, man, what a talent,” said Huddy.  For whatever 
reason, he saw fit to pack it in (at 34). He hated morning game-day 
skates but in practice, he would be the hardest working guy. He was 

highly, highly skilled. He was a beast, we all saw some of his hits. There 
was one on Mark Stone in front of the penalty box … for Chrissakes, I 
never thought Stone would get up, clean, clean hit.” 

So what weight did Byfuglien really play at? Huddy laughs. Floating 
number. 

“Paul always had a number he (Byfuglien) had to get to at training camp. 
If he didn’t, he didn’t go on the ice. He would beat the number (pounds) 
he had to beat,” he said. 

“He was a big man. His legs, there was so thick. Could he have lost 25 
pounds? I dunno. Maybe 10 or 15 but when you watched the guy play, 
you would never think he was overweight. Holy Christ, he could skate. It 
wasn’t like the weight was making Buff slow.” 

With Huddy’s good friend and former Oiler head coach Craig MacTavish, 
now 67, back in the NHL coaching fray in St. Louis this season as an 
assistant to Craig Berube after spending a year doing some TV 
commentary, Huddy may feel the itch to get back on the horse next 
season. 

But, for now, he’s an NHL spectator. Strange to say that after four 
decades. 
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Lowetide: Oilers top prospect is unclear for the first time in a dozen years 

 

Allan Mitchell 

7-9 minutes 07/11/2022 

 

For the last 12 years, picking the Oilers’ top prospect at Christmas was 
an easy take. Using 50 games as the line in the sand for graduation (25 
games for a goalie), the annual summer first-round selection had 
established himself by December, was easily the best prospect in the 
system, and then graduated by April. 

Every year. 

That meant a void at the top, immediately filled by the lottery pick that 
arrived the following June. The only change over those 12 years came 
with Evan Bouchard’s three-year stay at the top, but even that was 
predictable. 

This year things are different, and therefore more interesting. There are 
six candidates for the top. Let’s begin by listing the annual winter top-20 
top prospect since December 2010. 

It’s a breathtaking list, and one can say with authority there are future 
Hall of Fame inductees in the group. The only question is how many? 
Three men have won the Hart Trophy, that’s usually a good indicator. 

As we edge toward this year’s winter top-20 prospect list (out in early 
December), it’s a tight race for the top spot. Here’s last winter’s top 20 
and the summer 20 for an idea about how much has changed in the last 
12 months. 

It’s a difficult group to rank for specific reasons. 

Philip Broberg won the No. 1 ranking last winter because Dylan Holloway 
was hurt. Two surgeries left him unable to play at all before the 
December rankings and at that time Broberg was enjoying a strong AHL 
season and first NHL recall. Ryan McLeod was also considered at that 
time. 
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This year, Broberg is injured and Holloway is playing in the NHL. He isn’t 
playing much, just over 60 minutes in all game states, but does boast a 
2.13 points per 60 total at five-on-five. His possession and outscoring 
numbers aren’t strong, a reflection of his role (fourth-line centre) and lack 
of dynamic linemates. Holloway warrants strong consideration but isn’t a 
slam dunk with just less than one month to go before the ranking. 

Xavier Bourgault has to be considered based on his junior resume and 
quick start with the AHL Bakersfield Condors. His offensive prowess has 
been on display on the power play (1-1-2), penalty kill (2-0-2) and at even 
strength (0-2-2) and he compares well with recent Condors grads who 
eventually landed on NHL skill lines. Here’s the group after nine AHL 
games in their respective rookie seasons. 

There are some age gaps (Jesse Puljujarvi was 18) but Bourgault is 
hanging with this group early days. Most often, rookies who show well 
early will see increased minutes as their freshman seasons roll along. 

Bourgault is a strong contender because he has managed to be 
consistent through the nine games. He is relentless on the stealth back 
check (Oilers centre Ryan Nugent-Hopkins remains one of the NHL’s 
best) and turns over plenty of pucks. The first-round pick from the 2021 
draft has a solid goal differential at even strength (4-3) that’s not close to 
high event for nine games. 

The Oiler’s right wingers are struggling offensively this fall, but Bourgault 
as a recall is a distant bell. If he can repeat those nine games through to 
the end of the season, he’ll be looking at 20-plus goals and close to 50 
points. That’s a strong showing in the AHL at 20. 

Reid Schaefer is a difficult player to project at this time. Drafted No. 32 
after a strong finish to the WHL season, he had a short resume due to 
the pandemic season in 2021-22. Edmonton liked his size and edge in 
his play, plus the quick release that saw him score 32 goals in 66 games 
for the Seattle Thunderbirds. 

In the 48 regular-season games he has played in the calendar year 2022 
(over two seasons), Schaefer scored 33 goals on 185 shots. That’s a lot 
of goals and high shot volume, most of those goals (22) at even strength. 
It’s just shy of a 50-goal pace, recalling the final junior season of Jordan 
Eberle in 2009-10. 

Is Schaefer a power forward with 20-goal NHL potential or is he 
something more? The possibilities put him in the conversation for the 
Oilers’ No. 1 prospect this December. 

Carter Savoie warrants consideration because he’s a first-shot scorer 
who is showing signs of being able to impact the pro game. Injured early 
in training camp, he is four games into his season with Bakersfield and 
took a couple of games to find his game. On Saturday night, he popped 
two goals, both goal scorer’s goals and typical of his “right place right 
time” offensive instincts. 

Savoie has some range as a player and isn’t a high draft pick, but his 
release is quick and deadly. His resume going back to the Sherwood 
Park Crusaders of the AJHL screams exceptional goal scorer and that 
has extreme value. He should be considered a long shot for the top spot 
based on the competition but he’s a pure scorer and that’s the most 
valuable skill on the list. 

Stuart Skinner is the most famous prospect under consideration, and if 
he was further from graduation (currently at 19 career games, the line for 
goalies is 25) might be considered a lock for the honour. Skinner was No. 
6 last summer; the smart money has him graduating before the 2022 
winter list is published. 

Distant bells 

There are several prospects making a move and that will be reflected in 
the rankings next month. These men who won’t be in contention for the 
top spot but are going to climb up the list: 

Goaltender Samuel Jonsson, a fifth-round pick in 2022. His .910 save 
percentage for Rogle (Swedish Junior) represents a major spike in 
performance. 

Defenceman Nikita Yevseyev, a sixth-rounder from 2022, is in the KHL at 
18. Four goals in 21 games, averaging 11:46 per game. 

Defenceman Luca Munzenberger, a third-round pick in 2021. He has 
taken a step forward at Vermont (H-East). 

Forward Maxim Berezkin, a fifth-round pick in 2020. He’s 21 in the KHL, 
scoring 3-3-6 in 13 games. Huge power winger. 

Defenceman Mike Kesselring, a 2018 sixth-round selection. He is 
blossoming with the Condors this season and leads the AHL in goals by 
a defenceman. 

The month ahead 

The next four weeks will tell the story. Does Broberg show well once 
healthy? Does Holloway land in Bakersfield and set the league on fire? 
Can Schaefer score at a 50-goal pace all year? Will Bourgault or Savoie 
fill the net over the next 30 days? 

Or is it Skinner, after all, destined to be the top prospect based on his 
exceptional trending over the last two-plus seasons? 

After a dozen years of races that were over before the opening whistle of 
each season, this is a new experience for Oilers fans. 
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Keeler: From Avs games to sick kids, Peter McNab went out of his way to 
make everybody around him better. “Just an amazing dude.” 

 

Sean Keeler 

 

You knew you were on the right side of Peter McNab if he called you 
“pal.” All good, pal? Need help, pal? I gotcha, pal. It’s over, pal. To be 
McNab’s pal was a badge of honor, worn close to the heart. 

“When he laughed, not only did he have different pitches of laughter, he 
had a body laugh,” Avalanche television play-by-play man Mark Moser 
recalled Monday afternoon when I asked about McNab, his broadcast 
partner and franchise linchpin whose overtime fight with cancer ended at 
the age of 70. 

“His whole body would move. It was real and impactful. It was 1,000% 
genuine.” 

From Vancouver to San Diego to DU to the crow’s nest at Ball Arena, 
McNab made everybody around him better, a playmaker to the last. The 
Avs have a home division matchup with Nashville on Thursday night. 
Maxy’s old Altitude TV teammates have production meetings for said 
game on Tuesday, just a few days after McNab, who’s been with the Avs 
since Day 1, passed on. 

“Nobody wants to talk hockey,” studio host Kyle Keefe stressed. “It’s 
going to be hard. I get emotional just talking about it.” 

“I don’t know what I’m going to do without him, because his mind was so 
powerful in that regard,” Moser said. “And his friendship was so powerful 
… 

“I really don’t know, man. I really don’t know what I’m going to do.” 

As good as he was a player, first with the Pios and then for 14 seasons in 
the NHL, as fine as he was an analyst, Peter McNab was an even better 
friend. You could tell Maxy anything. Professional or otherwise. Moser 
often did, in good times and bad. So did Keefe, who remembers McNab 
acting as his rock after his wife, Dana, had been diagnosed with breast 
cancer. 
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“Peter walked me through it,” Keefe recalled. “Anytime that I needed to 
call and just yell and vent, he would just listen to me. Sometimes he 
would laugh. Sometimes he would cry with me. He was that kind of guy.” 

The kind you keep. The kind you cherish. The kind it hurts so much to 
lose. The kind who don’t ever want it to be about them. 

There will be tears and tributes Thursday, grown men trying to keep it 
together, to bury the pain long enough for the show to go on. 

If they laugh at all, it’s because McNab would hate the tribute part. With 
the passion of 1,000 suns. 

“He’d say, ‘Don’t mention my name,’” Keefe chuckled. “He would be like, 
‘Please don’t talk about me, I’m fine.’” 

He wouldn’t want you talking about the bloodlines, how he was the son of 
a Stanley Cup winner. Or about his girls, whom he adored. Or the lives 
he touched with grace, humility and radio silence, skating beneath the 
radar. 

“I would sometimes only find things out later,” Moser recalled. “I’d ask, 
‘Where the (heck) were you all-day Saturday?’ And he’d say, ‘Well, I was 
with a group that took some former soldiers who’d had brain injuries out 
and we went fishing, we talked hockey and tried to raise their spirits.’ 

“It was all the time (with him). And with kids — he loved kids, was just 
great with kids. Just an amazing dude.” 

McNab’s Altitude cohorts knew things had taken a dark turn before they’d 
headed to Finland last week. As much as they enjoyed the journey, their 
minds were back here, with Maxy, prayers pinned on saying one last 
goodbye in person. 

Their return flight was somewhere over the Atlantic Ocean when McNab 
finally passed. WiFi access came on again about two hours before they 
were due to land, telling everyone the news they’d been dreading. 

Moser wrapped his head in a blanket and wept. 

“That’s really hard, too, because you’re trying to be professional and 
trying to do right by the team,” he said. “We were so far away and 
(McNab fell into) decline really quickly. We tried to race home as fast as 
we could. As fast as the plane would go.” 

Moser sat next to McNab on flights for much of the past two decades. 
While the rest of the cabin would be sound asleep at 2 a.m. during some 
snow-capped trek from Winnipeg to Ottawa, Moser would pick McNab’s 
brain on hockey and life. 

“He had the best ear of any person I’ve ever been around in my entire 
life,” Moser said. “He truly cared … his guidance was more than I 
could’ve asked for. And more than I probably deserved. 

“He had a way of listening that you really could tell him — not that you 
would, but you could tell him everything. He was almost like a human 
truth serum. That gift he had was amazing.” 

Truth be told? This hurts. Thursday is going to hurt. Plane rides are going 
to hurt. Games, win or lose, are going to hurt. If an Avs broadcaster 
seems hobbled by an upper-body injury in the weeks to come, it’s 
probably the soul. 

“We’ll do our job and we’ll do it effectively,” Moser said. “And no matter 
what we do from this point on, I’ll look over and he won’t be there. And 
there’s going to be a massive hole in my heart and a massive hole in my 
life.” 

“(Thursday) is going to probably be the most difficult broadcast of my 
life,” Keefe said. “I have a hard time talking about Pete face-to-face. I 
can’t imagine doing that on camera. But this is life. Pete would want us to 
move on. He just would.” 

It’s over, pal. Over too dang soon. 
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In His Own Words: Celebrating the Life of Peter McNab... RIP, Maxy 

 

Terry Frei 

 

If ever there was a true gentleman in the world of sports, it was Peter 
McNab, who lost is valiant battle with cancer on Sunday, November 6. 
McNab, best known by fans in Colorado for his work as an analyst for 
Avalanche games, was also a Hall-of-Fame player and – as cliché as it 
might sound – an even better person. Though wildly accomplished in 
game of hockey, McNab was never too big or too busy to share his 
knowledge and passion of the game with anyone. As a broadcaster, 
McNab was not only classy, fair and polished, he was a willing mentor. 
There are countless members of the sports broadcasting community who 
were positively impacted by McNab. On a personal level, McNab could 
not have been more gracious to me during the time we shared the “desk” 
while filming Altitude’s “All Sports Summit Show.” He took time time to 
teach me the intricacies of hockey, a game that in many ways was still 
foreign to me. He had a way of doing so, however, that never made 
anyone feel dumb or uninformed. He’d always go out of his way to let you 
know if you’d made a good point or an astute observation. Never – not 
once – did I ever see McNab show up to work without a smile on his 
face. 

Last October, my friend and longtime hockey scribe Terry Frei sat down 
with McNab to talk about his battle with cancer and his induction into the 
United States Hockey Hall of Fame. Though the sports world is incredibly 
sad to learn of Peter the Great’s passing, everyone at Mile High Sports 
will be celebrating the fact that we were all lucky enough to know him. 
Peter McNab will most certainly be missed. 

-Doug Ottewill, Mile High Sports editor-in-chief 

** 

Foreword: Unfortunately, we had heard this was coming. Peter McNab 
had suffered a relapse in his cancer battle. Though I knew him for 27 
years, dating back to the Avalanche’s first season in Denver, you are 
now and will be hearing from many who knew him better than I did. 
That’s what Peter was. He made friends anywhere and everywhere. He 
was a father. A partner for years with Diane. A former player. A 
broadcaster. And so, so much more, all with a self-deprecating sense of 
humor constantly left you laughing and smiling. I covered the NHL during 
his playing career, too, and was excited to meet him here in Colorado 
and chat with him over the years — and then to speak with him for this 
Mile High Sports interview shortly after public disclosure of his cancer 
diagnosis. I laughed though much of it and also didn’t even need his 
frequent friendly admonitions of, “Now, Terry, you can’t use this, but…” 
(Truth was, there often was NO way we could use that.) Peter was a 
hilarious man with a hockey edge. I hope you read this interview and 
discover things about this great man you didn’t know. I’m proud to be the 
conduit. So long, Maxy. 

-Terry Frei 

Terry Frei: How’d you find out about your United States Hockey Hall of 
Fame selection and what was – or is – your reaction? 

Peter McNab: It was really interesting for me because I was on the 
selection committee for 12 years. I don’t think I would have appreciated 
what a true honor it was to be selected if I hadn’t been on the committee. 
I hadn’t been on the committee the last couple of years. I truly did not 
expect to be selected. It was just this really cool feeling. The one thing I 
did learn from being on the selection committee was that they take it very 
seriously. They’re not lining up the five best statistical players for that 
particular year. They really looked at people who contributed in hockey. 
That part, more than anything, made me feel really good. I know how 
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hard I worked to pick out the people I picked out every year. To know that 
the other selectors had done that through the years, and then to be 
selected, it was just a tremendous honor. 

TF: When did you become a U.S. citizen? 

PM: I’m not 100 percent sure when, but it was back in my Boston days. I 
think I just wanted to. I’d been here long enough, and I’d lived in San 
Diego from the time I was 14. I grew up in a military town. Going from 
home to my school, we would walk right through military housing. The 
Navy and the Marines were there. During my time in San Diego, it was 
the Vietnam War. I had a lot of friends from school who ended up going 
over and not one of them came back the same. They didn’t want to talk 
about it, they would never talk about it, and they’d get angry if you 
pushed them about it. The military part was very real for me. 

TF: Your dad, Max, played in the NHL and was on a Stanley Cup winner 
at Detroit. He then was a well-known coach and executive in the old 
Western Hockey League, when it was a popular West Coast staple of pro 
minor-league hockey. He went from the Vancouver Canucks to the San 
Diego Gulls, which is why you moved to the U.S. when you were 14. 
Before that, did you have a typical Canadian experience in starting young 
and loving hockey? 

PM: There is no question there’s this huge line right down the middle of 
my life when I moved to San Diego. My daughters later would say, “Dad 
you really have this unusual outlook on life. You’ve got no discipline.” I’d 
say, “Yeah,” because you took a family from a little pulp and paper town 
outside Vancouver – New Westminster – and dropped us into Southern 
California during the ‘60s. The girls didn’t understand it until there was a 
documentary on Southern California in the ‘60s, on what was going on 
and how it was the center of this huge social revolution of sex, drugs and 
rock ‘n roll. So, then my dad, who couldn’t be more hockey through and 
through, comes to me then when I’m 14 and says, “Listen, if we stay here 
in San Diego, your hockey career is over. I’ve talked to Grandma and 
Grandpa and you could go live with them in Chilliwack [B.C.]. Think about 
that for a couple of weeks.” He fully – fully! – expects me to say I’ll go 
back and live with my grandparents and play hockey. Well, I had started 
to meet some buddies. They had every sport under the sun. I loved 
baseball. You could do whatever you wanted. It’s sunny all the time! I’m 
14 and I’m going down to the beach. I’m looking around and asking 
myself, “Do I really want to go back and freeze my ass off?” Then two 
weeks later, my dad takes me in his office and asks if I’d made up my 
mind. I said, “Yeah, as a matter of fact, I made up my mind 13 days ago.” 
So he asked me when I wanted to leave for Chilliwack. I said, “This is 
Nirvana, I’m not leaving here. Are you crazy? This is phenomenal.” I can 
never forget my dad’s face as I’m saying this. 

TF: Was there any youth hockey at all? 

PM: Just enough so I could play. We had 25 or 30 games a year. Our 
practice arena was at a mall and the rink was 120 feet by 60 feet. But 
you know what? I never regretted the decision once. 

TF: So hockey, baseball and … ? 

PM: I moved pianos and I would work all the concerts at the San Diego 
Sports Arena. I’d be backstage and it was like nothing a little Canadian 
boy had ever seen before. Janis Joplin was over here, and Jimi Hendrix 
was over there. Anything, everything, was fair game. That time, more 
than any, kind of shaped who I am and turned out to be. (Laughs.) 
Unfortunately, as my children would say. 

TF: You went from there to DU on a combination hockey-baseball 
scholarship, and you did play rightfield for the Pioneers for two seasons. 
Why’d you decide to concentrate on hockey? 

PM: I truly did love playing baseball, but the hockey part I just liked 
better. There were some good things that happened my freshman year. I 
was more in tune with the hockey players. Plus, I realized in San Diego 
that my limitation always was going to be laying off the high heat. When I 
was in high school, I faced John d’Acquisto in a regional game – he went 
on to the big leagues – and I was up five times. I swung 15 times. I 

missed the ball 15 times. I was a good player, all-league and stuff like 
that, but I very much knew my limits. There was no way I was going to go 
past college in baseball. 

TF: In hockey, you were starring for curmudgeonly coach Murray 
Armstrong and the Pioneers, as part of a legendary eight-man freshman 
class. 

PM: We stuck together. There was some hockey talent and we won 
games. It was a really fun, easy time of our life. It would have been 
impossible to enjoy the three years more than we did. We could not have 
had a better time. We didn’t win it, but we went to the NCAA final four 
three times. I was getting an opportunity. (Laughs.) We were really good, 
but the discipline level … well, we were a little lacking there. We came 
there in 1970 and we looked around – the fraternity parties, the sorority 
parties? I mean, we were right in there. We had track shoes on. 

TF: The Sabres drafted you after your sophomore year and you signed 
after your junior year. And you were with Buffalo for three seasons. By 
your third year, your dad was in the NHL, too, as GM of the Capitals. 

PM: Under no circumstances did I think I was going to be a player in this 
league. It was a three-line league. I was the 10th or 11th forward. But I 
was seeing the NHL. My dad said he thought I could play, but in case I 
couldn’t, make a list of things I wanted to do. I wanted to see the 
Montreal Canadiens’ locker room and some other things, but my favorite 
one was I was going to chase Bobby Orr around the net. So, we’re in 
Boston, we’re getting swamped, and I’m on the ice and he’s behind the 
net. I went in behind the net and by the time I turned to come up the ice 
Bobby was at the top of the circle. All I see is this big ass, bowlegs, and 
he’s off. I told myself, “Maxy, remember that.” He was just magic. 

TF: After three seasons in Buffalo, you were traded to Boston. I think it’s 
fair to say that worked out. In your first six seasons with the Bruins, the 
fewest goals you scored was 35. 

PM: It was the biggest break of my career. [Sabres GM] Punch Imlach 
called me in and said, “Listen, you’re not going to play here. We have a 
No. 1 center, we have a No. 2, and we have young guys coming in at 3 
and 4. I’m going to move you.” I said, “Okay, that’s nice of you.” [Bruins 
GM] Harry Sinden calls and asks if I would like to join the Bruins. Would 
I? They had everything except a second-line center who could maybe 
score some goals. I plunked into this wonderful spot. With great players, 
great teammates, Hall of Famers, and I had a niche. I could have gone to 
a lot of other clubs where I wouldn’t have anything close to the same 
opportunity. They were just so tough, rough and tumble, and the fans 
loved them. Playing in Boston was just the coolest thing. It was fun to be 
part of a team that the city really loved. These guys were men. They 
played like men. And we partied like boys. 

TF: You played for Don Cherry part of that time. Yet you, mild-mannered 
Peter McNab, probably are best known for being among the Bruins who 
climbed into the stands at Madison Square Garden in 1979 to confront 
fans. It didn’t really get out of control, and the worst was Mike Milbury 
taking off a fan’s shoe and hitting him with it. But it got a ton of attention. 

PM: Everything you saw on the ice was exactly the way that team was. 
The funniest thing about the deal at Madison Square Garden was Terry 
O’Reilly went up first. He was getting kicked at by this guy. I mean, Terry 
O’Reilly saved my ass so many times. He said, “Maxy, you can’t fight at 
all, can you? I’m getting tired of having to worry about you.” He showed 
me some of the things to do to protect myself. I was big enough and 
strong enough, but I couldn’t fight to save my life. Now in this thing, the 
guy is kicking at [O’Reilly]. I grabbed this guy and he’s running away and 
I’m going, “God, stand up for yourself.” I think it was the 23rd of 
December of ‘79. We’re in the locker room talking, we had a late Delta 
flight back, we’ll go to this bar and we’ll have the Christmas party the next 
day. We didn’t even think twice about what had happened! Then all of a 
sudden after Christmas, it blows up. They say we have to go to Chicago, 
and we’re going, “For what?” But that typified that team. One guy was in 
trouble and that wasn’t going to be okay. And years later, I was glad that 
those fans decided they were going to get out of there in a hurry. We had 
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a couple of guys you didn’t want to turn around to say, “Oh, yeah?” It 
would have been a very long night. 

TF: What about playing for Don Cherry? 

PM: I really enjoyed it. The most underrated ability Grapes had was five 
minutes into the game, he knew exactly who was playing well, who we 
should go to with the extra minutes in that game. He had great bench 
management. He coached veteran players really well and it was a 
veteran club. He had the ability to know how to stretch a 3- or 4-game 
winning streak to 7, 8 or 9, but he could instinctively pick the game we 
were going to go south. Then he would have a field day with it. For that 
group at that time, I don’t think they could have had a better coach. 

TF: You moved to finish up at Vancouver and New Jersey. And by then, 
your dad was the Devils’ GM. 

PM: There’s two sides to it. I wouldn’t suggest it to anybody. If I’d been 
more in the wheelhouse of my career, it might have been different. But I 
was getting older. Being the general manager’s son, there were some 
trying times. The guys weren’t thrilled with it. On the other side of it, I met 
these young players coming into the league – Kirk Muller, Ken Daneyko, 
John MacLean –who became my life-long friends. And I was able to get 
into the broadcasting end of it when Dr. [John] McMullen [Devils owner] 
asked me if I’d like to do it. 

TF: How’d that come about? 

PM: He and my dad were really good friends. He asked me what I’d like 
to do next. I had watched my dad be in management. It’s a tough life and 
I wasn’t sure I wanted to do that. I couldn’t coach because I could never 
tell a player what to do. That’s just not my nature. Dr. McMullen said, 
“Listen, we’re going from 12 games to 60 on SportsChannel, would you 
like to do that?” I said, “That sounds more like what I’d like to do.” My first 
partner is Gary Thorne. My second partner is Mike Emrick. Talk about 
getting carried by Hall of Fame broadcasters. 

TF: You had some ties to Denver and came back to do the Avalanche 
broadcasts from Day 1, beginning in 1995. We’re fast-forwarding through 
26 years, but what were the highlights for you? 

PM: Obviously, the two Cups were so cool. The first year, there was no 
way on God’s green earth that you thought they were going to win. They 
thought they were good, but Detroit had 132 points. That first year, they 
were so much fun to watch. There were nights when the other team 
simply didn’t touch the puck. Once Patrick came in, the goaltending was 
A-1. Then Pierre Lacroix traded Owen Nolan, a superstar, for this 
defenseman, Sandis Ozolinsh, nobody’s ever heard of. He was the 
catalyst to their offensive game. And the city was just on fire. That first 
parade, I’ll never forget. 

TF: And from there? 

PM: That first team was great for quite a while. There were phenomenal 
hockey games. The rivalry with Detroit. I played in some rivalries that 
were intense, but nothing like that. The thing that separated Detroit-
Colorado from the rest was the skill level of both teams. The way the 
games were played, the intensity. Guys would come in saying they get it, 
but you talk to them after the game and they say, “—-, you have to watch 
yourself in warmup!” But you win a Cup, and then you have a 5- or 6-year 
run with that rivalry and hockey’s here, it’s cemented into the fabric of the 
community. We’re a hockey city now. It’s been great to be a small part of 
it. We’ve got great youth hockey. Everybody knows who the Avalanche 
are. Plus, over time, for me personally, I’ve always enjoyed watching 
players develop. 

TF: Now we come to your current fight, which began with your diagnosis 
in August. Out of respect for you and your privacy, we won’t go into all 
the specifics. But how did you find out you had cancer and what was your 
reaction? 

PM: I told the doctor he had the wrong diagnosis, to go back and get 
another sheet. (Laughs) No, I assume it’s like this for everyone else. It’s 
the most shocking, frightening, terrifying word that you’ve ever heard. At 

that moment, you just feel so completely alone with this feeling you never 
thought you were going to feel. It’s impossible to describe but I’m finding 
out in talking to others who have gone through it, it’s the same feeling 
everyone has initially. You think cancer and right up glued to it comes 
death. When I was a kid, that was it. Then you start looking at the 
different situations and treatments and whatever. But the worst was 
telling Diane [long-time partner Diane Wenner] and my daughters 
[Shanon and Robyn]. Nobody had any idea. It wasn’t like I was sick. 
Pete’s got, and dad’s got, cancer. They’ve been great, but there were a 
tough first couple of hours of trying to digest the whole thing. 

TF: You’re going to continue to work, though? 

PM: Yes. My hair’s gone, so it’s going to be pretty obvious. I’m lucky 
enough that I have some really good friends I’ve had for a long time. 
There’s no bull. Each of these guys who have been through this say, 
“Maxy, if you can keep going, keep going because your mind stays.” If 
you’re kind of alone, you can start to move towards the bad mentally. My 
daughter’s heading back to Thailand and will be there for two years. Am I 
going to see her again? Stuff like that. They said if you can keep your 
mind going and be positive, give it a shot. But we’ll see. If at some point 
it’s obvious it’s become, “Oh, my God, it’s embarrassing to watch,” then 
of course you change. I’m going to give it my full effort. Altitude’s been 
fantastic. We’ll just see how it goes. 

TF: This is a statement, not a question. We’re all with you and you’re 
going to kick cancer’s ass. 

PM: Thank you very much. If it comes down to having good wishes and 
best wishes from a lot of people, I have a good start. 

** 

Words from the Mile High Sports family: 

“Peter was amazing in the fact that he was ready and willing to have an 
in-depth hockey conversation with anyone and everyone. What’s more 
amazing was how he would treat the individual on the other side of the 
conversation as a life long friend. Watching Peter fight his way through 
the last couple of years was a testament to his beautiful passion for the 
game and an inspiration I’ll never forget.” 

-Jeremy Jerez 
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3 Stikes: Air Force football, Colorado Avalanche and Beck Hammon 

 

Mark Knudson 

 

Strike One: It’s not as easy as you think for fans along Colorado’s front 
range to correctly identify our state’s most disappointing football team of 
2022. 

There are several to choose from. For example, Colorado State was 
supposed to be a little better this season under new coach Jay Norvell. 
Progress, however, has been slow to say the least. If the Rams can 
manage one more win to finish 3-9 it will be a moral victory of sorts, but 
certainly not the immediate uptick season Rams fans were hoping for. 

The Colorado Buffaloes weren’t projected to be a bowl contender this 
season either, especially after losing several of their best veteran players 
to the Transfer Portal. Most were expecting a three or four win season 
but that’s not going to happen in Boulder. The painfully young Buffs have 
been playing a varsity schedule with what amounts to a JV squad, and 
the results have been ugly. 

Disappointing but not totally unexpected. 
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Then of course there are the chronicles of the Denver Broncos. They 
entered the season with high (and unrealistic) expectations. Halfway 
through, this year’s Broncos – new star QB and all – are staring at a 
seventh consecutive season without a postseason. 

Because of the unfulfilled preseason hype, most would say the Broncos 
top the list of disappointments. 

They would be wrong. 

That honor goes to the underachieving Air Force Falcons, a team that 
was actually capable of meeting and exceeding preseason hype – but 
has failed to deliver. 

Today AFA fans are basking in the glow of winning the Commander and 
Chiefs Trophy for the first time since 2016. By beating Army in a 13-7 
slugfest on Saturday, Air Force clinched the most important trophy they 
play for each year. By that measure, ’22 is a success. 

But is it? 

Going into the season, Troy Calhoun had a veteran team that would be 
favored in every game on their schedule. Every. Single. Game. 

After soundly beating CU in week two, Air Force looked primed for a run 
at the highly coveted Group of Five slot in the College Football Playoff. 
That New Year’s Day bowl spot goes to the highest ranked team not 
affiliated with a Power Five conference. 

It was Air Force’s bowl slot to lose. 

And they inexplicably lost it the following week in Laramie, 17-14. 

Wyoming played a great game and upended the Falcons. Give them 
credit. But it never should have happened. 

Then it happened again three weeks later in Logan, Utah. A mediocre 
Utah State team beat Air Force 34-27. 

Shake my head. 

After falling to Boise State (no shame in that of course) Air Force sat at 5-
3 before kicking off against Army in Arlington, Texas. The important win 
also means the Falcons will be going to a mid-tier bowl game for the 14th 
time since 2000, and that’s certainly a nice perk. It will be the only 
postseason action we get to watch from a Colorado based team this 
season. 

But considering what was very possible for this veteran Air Force squad 
when the season started, they could have and should have won the 
Academy’s first ever Mountain West conference football championship 
and been in the serious discussion for the New Year’s Six bowl bid. 
Everything less is the biggest disappointment of all. 

Strike Two: So the state of Colorado goes a cool 3-0 across the pond. 
Nice. 

We will dismiss the fact that the Colorado Avalanche’s two wins in 
Tampere, Finland came over the lowly Columbus Blue Jackets, arguably 
the worst team in the NHL. You can only play the teams on your 
schedule. The defending Stanley Cup champs did what great teams are 
supposed to do. 

Add that pair of W’s to the Broncos win over the Jacksonville Jaguars in 
London the weekend before, and you can’t help but wonder what might 
happen if more of our local teams hopped on a trans-Atlantic flight in 
search of on field success. 

Can we schedule more of these Euro games for our Colorado teams 
please? 

It’s not a tough ask. For instance, it’s easy to see how the NBA might 
consider having the Denver Nuggets play a game or two in Serbia – 
home of two-time MVP Nikola Jokic. Perhaps have Denver face Atlanta 
and young Serbian shooting guard Bogdan Bogdanović just to keep 
things balanced. 

Since the early 1990’s – when the NBA sent the original “Dream Team” 
to the Summer Olympics in Barcelona – the league has been thinking 
globally. There are European stars all across the league. They’ve staged 
a large number of exhibition games in Europe, as well as beginning the 
NBA “Global Games” featuring contests in Japan, London and Mexico. 
There’s a game scheduled for Paris next month (Miami v San Antonio) – 
it will be the second game in Paris following a pre-Covid meeting 
between Milwaukee and Charlotte in February 2020. There will also be 
another contest in Mexico City between Chicago and Detroit in January. 

Nothing in Serbia thus far. But we can keep asking. 

It’s only a matter of time. And when it happens, don’t bet against the 
Nuggets. 

Meanwhile, Major League Baseball has had its collective eyes focused 
on Asia and the Caribbean nations until very recently. The World 
Baseball Classic – set to return next February – does feature some 
European national teams, but they aren’t the big draws like teams from 
Japan, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic. Baseball has not 
caught on across that pond as of yet. 

There were two games played in London between the New York 
Yankees and the Boston Red Sox back in 2019, but that’s been it to this 
point. MLB is committed to returning to Europe in 2023, ’24 and ’26, and 
perhaps in 2025 if the Los Angeles Dodgers can reach an agreement to 
do so. So there’s that. But baseball remains a long way from catching up 
with hockey, basketball and football and becoming a big deal in Europe. 
So if MLB was smart, they’d start setting up a few more games across 
the pond. 

That could be good news for the Colorado Rockies. 

Strike Three: Colorado State basketball alum Becky Hammon has a new 
gig – ESPN studio commentator. It’s a well-earned (and hopefully 
lucrative) prop for the former WNBA standout turned championship 
winning WNBA head coach. She’ll provide great analysis for TV viewers 
starting next month. But she’s not leaving coaching for TV. Quite to the 
contrary. Hopefully TV provides a boost to her coaching career. 

In her recently concluded first season behind a WNBA bench, the former 
CSU All-American and San Antonio Spurs assistant coach won it all with 
her Las Vegas Aces, posting the league’s best record, winning that first 
title in the team’s brief history and earning her WNBA Coach of the Year 
honors. 

The only rung left on Hammon’s career ladder is to become the first 
female head coach in NBA history. And there’s no earthly reason it 
shouldn’t have happened already. 

The question is, if not now, when? 

The Boston Celtics need a new head coach. They’ve suspended Ime 
Udoka for the entire season and are unlikely to bring him back. They’ve 
elevated young Joe Mazzulla to the interim HC gig with just two seasons 
of head coaching experience (as a Division II college coach) under his 
belt. The New Jersey Nets mess has included the dismissal of Steve 
Nash in favor of Jacque Vaughn, a solid basketball man who has not 
been very successful as an NBA head coach, going 65-161 so far. 

Men with resumés not as loaded as Hammon’s are now NBA head 
coaches. 

There will be more openings during this NBA season and after it ends, 
but will Hammon get proper consideration? Which organization has the 
nerve to make the hire? 

Her basketball resume should not only be good enough to land her an 
NBA HC job, but it should ultimately land her in the Basketball Hall of 
Fame in Springfield, Mass. A three-time All-American, 16-year WNBA 
vet, six-time All-Star, and four-time All-WNBA performer. When she got 
into coaching, it was as the lead assistant for Gregg Popovich – even 
filling in when Pop was ejected for a game against the Lakers in 2020. 
Oh, and she also drew rave reviews as the HC of the Spurs summer 
league team. 
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She’s ready. 

Colorado Buffaloes legend Chauncey Billups spent considerable time on 
the ESPN set before landing his first head coaching gig in Portland. 

Hopefully Hammon gets a similar opportunity to prove more than just her 
considerable basketball acumen in front of the TV camera. 

Bottom line: If someone with Hammon’s hoops history were male, “he” 
would have had an NBA head coaching gig a long time ago. 

So ask again, if not now, when? 
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MacKinnon Receives Second Star Of The Week  

 

Brennan Vogt 

 

We all knew that Nathan MacKinnon was good, but seven points in two 
games good? Every time we write about MacKinnon it is about how he 
doing something better than what he was doing before. Which is hard to 
do. MacKinnon was honored with the Second Star of the Week from the 
NHL today. 

Jason Robertson (@DallasStars), Nathan MacKinnon (@Avalanche) and 
Erik Karlsson (@SanJoseSharks) have been named the NHL’s “Three 
Stars” for the week ending Nov. 6.#NHLStats: https://t.co/ARqTkhlqwP 
pic.twitter.com/1OldHuqR5A 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) November 7, 2022 

In just two games against the Columbus Blue Jackets, MacKinnon had 
seven assists to help the Avalanche win both games in Tampere, Finland 
over the weekend. Records were set in both games by MacKinnon during 
the Global Series. He set the record for assists in games played outside 
of North America during the regular season with seven, all scored in 
Finland. He also set the record for overall points in games played outside 
of North America by having one additional point in the Global Series in 
Sweden. 

As the rest of the team struggles offensively, MacKinnon has seemed to 
have hit his stride in the season with three goals and sixteen assists. His 
nineteen points are first on the team for the Avalanche and MacKinnon is 
tied for first in the league for assists. MacKinnon is also sixth in the 
league with his fifty-five shots on goal. He continues to rack up the points 
and shots with multi-point games and by outskating his opponents. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Just before the season began MacKinnon signed the largest contract to 
date in the NHL. He signed an extension that will begin after this season 
worth a total of 100.8 million dollars over eight years. The contract will 
average out to a $12.6 million cap hit every season. But, considering his 
recent production on the ice, this is a bargain. 
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Dater's Daily: Boston Bruins Backtrack On Troubled Prospect, Blues 
Pointing Fingers?  

 

Adrian Dater 

 

A good Monday to all. Yesterday was a tough one for all of us. It’s not 
going to be the same around the rink with the Avalanche. The NHL news 
listed below seems trivial at the moment, but life goes on.  Let’s start with 
a note about the Boston Bruins and a mistake they made: 

After a massive backlash from just about every corner of society, the 
Boston Bruins did a 180 on the signing of troubled prospect Mitchell 
Miller (Boston Hockey Now) 

In a story by Jeremy Rutherford in The Athletic, he writes that an 
unnamed “veteran player” of the Blues has had words with Jordan Kyrou 
about a lack of effort. Kyrou signed an eight-year, $65 million contract 
and the article also intimates that there is some resentment in the Blues 
room over it as it pertains to his effort (Athletic) 
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NHL Teams With The Most Followers On Twitter  

 

Adrian Dater 

 

Over the last year, NHL fans have gotten to experience more and go 
behind the scenes through the league’s partnership with TikTok, one of 
the fastest-growing social media platforms in the world. The league 
boasts two million followers on the app and has worked on producing 
content with many TikTok personalities, including TheHockeyGuys. 

However, TikTok is not the only social media platform the NHL is 
dominating. The league and the teams in it are just as popular on Twitter. 
As of October 2022, the NHL league account has around 6.7 million 
followers on Twitter, but which individual teams are succeeding the most 
on this platform?  

NHL Teams Dominating Twitter 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Consuming sports has changed drastically because of technological 
advancements. For example, ExpressVPN’s article highlights the 
magnitude of the sports streaming industry and how sports fans in the 
United States can stream a wide range of sports online. This array of 
online sports also includes hockey, which is the number one most 
streamed sport in Minnesota. But, we’re also consuming sport through 
social media, and no team in the NHL understands this more than the 
Chicago Blackhawks.  

With 2.4 million Twitter followers, the Western Conference Central 
Division team posts a range of content on the platform, including real-
time updates during games, graphics, and highlight reels. Tommy Hawk, 
the Blackhawks’ mascot, also has an active Twitter account. He has 
more than 14,000 followers on the platform. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are one of the most active NHL teams on social 
media. Toronto’s management recently announced they expanded their 
partnership with TikTok, and this expansion will give fans more chances 
to win prizes through digital activations during the 2022-23 NHL season. 
The Maple Leafs are also popular on Twitter, where they have 2 million 
followers. Like the Blackhawks, the Maple Leafs regularly post real-time 
game updates and video highlight reels of goals and player skills.  

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Coming in third is the Pittsburgh Penguins. As of October 2022, the 
Penguins have 1.8 million followers on Twitter. The team posts game 
photos and highlight reel videos. They also publish post-match interviews 
with Coach Sullivan. Additionally, the Penguins regularly tweet graphics 
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containing match stats, which gives fans more insight into the technical 
aspects of the game.  

Here are the stats after two periods of play   
pic.twitter.com/ueR2C4Mh9q 

— Pittsburgh Penguins (@penguins) October 30, 2022 

Philadelphia Flyers 

The Philadelphia Flyers also have a strong presence on Twitter. They 
have 1.5 million followers and post graphics and real-time updates. The 
Flyers also use this account to interact with other Philadelphia-based 
teams, such as the Philadelphia Union, who compete in the MLS. This 
communication between different professional sports teams in 
Philadelphia helps create a sense of community within the city’s sports 
culture. 

Good luck in the Eastern Conference Final, @PhilaUnion!    
pic.twitter.com/JXLHDBjVAM 

— Philadelphia Flyers (@NHLFlyers) October 30, 2022 

Having a social media presence is a big part of the NHL’s digital 
marketing strategy. It can foster communities, allow fans to get closer to 
the action, and generate revenue for the organizations. While teams in 
the NHL have embraced new platforms like TikTok, their presence still 
dominates on Twitter.  
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NHL99: Daniel Sedin, a natural passer, worked to become a scorer 

 

Thomas Drance 

11-14 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In pickup hockey games at school, Henrik and Daniel Sedin were always 
put on different teams to keep things even. 

Growing up playing on the famous outdoor rink in Örnsköldsvik, Sweden, 
where Peter Forsberg and Markus Naslund dueled in their youth, Henrik 
and Daniel learned the game on different lines. 

At the time, the most singular duo in the annals of hockey history were 
both centermen. 

“We were 1A and 1B centermen,” Henrik recalls with a laugh. “We had 
two good lines back in the day.” 

It wasn’t until their early teenage years that Daniel and Henrik began to 
play together. They were recruited into the MODO youth system at 12, 
and advanced immediately to play with an older age group. 

“They had a really good centerman on their first line,” Henrik recalls, 
noting that MODO’s J14 team’s first-line center at the time, Mattias 
Karlin, would go on to play a couple of years of North American 
professional hockey in the Boston Bruins organization. “So they moved 
Daniel to my wing rather than spreading us out.” 

“I didn’t think much of it at the time,” Daniel says. “I still have no clue why 
the coach decided to keep Henrik as the center, but that’s how I became 
a winger.” 

The decision to move a 12-year-old Daniel to play on Henrik’s wing was 
a fateful one. It was a decision that would fundamentally shape the 
evolution of the most unique, cerebral attacking style the NHL has ever 
seen. 

To watch the Sedin twins at the height of their powers in the NHL was to 
witness a marvel. 

Twin brothers, both Hall of Fame-level players in their own right, Henrik 
and Daniel’s standout skills were their hockey sense, their work ethic 
and, perhaps most importantly, their problem-solving ability. The brothers 
worked at becoming a dynamic pair and succeeded, and that’s why 
Daniel Sedin is ranked No. 77 on The Athletic’s list of the top 100 players 
of the NHL’s post-expansion era, one spot above Henrik. 

Henrik and Daniel weren’t physical specimens blessed with overpowering 
size and power. 

It took them years of considered, disciplined work to build the core 
strength and the outrageous fitness level that made them nigh impossible 
to knock off of the puck while cycling along the wall. 

“They worked hard in the offseason and they managed some absolutely 
incredible feats to get there physically,” recalls Roger Takahashi, who 
worked with the twins for 14 years in his role as the Canucks’ strength 
and conditioning coach. “One of the things they always said was that 
their work capacity is their greatest strength, and they always wanted to 
keep improving it.” 

Late in the Sedins’ careers, even fellow NHL players found it difficult to 
sustain the work rate required to succeed as their linemate. 

“Not a lot of guys could play with them every game for the whole time 
because you’re not in shape to play 20 minutes a night at the pace they 
were,” former teammate and regular linemate Jannik Hansen once said. 
“So guys would … get cycled through the first line.” 

As skaters, the twins weren’t burners, capable of beating opponents out 
wide. 

“We couldn’t beat guys one-on-one,” Henrik said with a laugh. “That was 
impossible for us.” 

So in their early 20s, Henrik and Daniel commissioned a skating coach in 
Sweden, Mats Emanuelsson, who put them on a strict regimen of two-a-
day on-ice practices and labored to rebuild their skating strides. 

“I saw them when they skated, and they skated wrong,” Emanuelsson 
recalls. “All players have that problem because the body is lazy. It cheats 
you with the way it wants to move. 

“So I showed them and they practiced it on the ice and I told them 
afterward: If you think this is better, we can continue. If you think it’s 
worse, we can quit. They told me it was better, so I told them they had to 
change their muscles because the style of skating I taught them required 
different types of muscles.” 

Emanuelsson preached a scientific method of skating, one that appealed 
to the twins. It required Henrik and Daniel to stay more upright in their 
skating stride, to keep their belly button out front of their knees, and to 
effectively use gravity and the act of falling to help propel them. 

“I was in Vancouver when the twins’ numbers were retired,” 
Emanuelsson recalls of inquiring as to whether his strength techniques 
had helped Daniel become an accomplished marathon runner after his 
playing career. “So I asked Daniel, ‘Is it anything we did when we were 
practicing that you can use when you’re running?’ And he said ‘Yeah, I 
fall from the belly button.'” 

The workouts thereafter, too, were entirely different. Emanuelsson’s 
technique required the twins to abandon the classic hockey strength 
workouts — like two-footed squats — and to work out on one leg. 

“Since you don’t skate with two legs, you skate with one leg at a time,” 
Emanuelsson says. 
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And his technique required the Sedins to work out in a horizontal 
position, too, to better mimic the muscles required to add power to their 
stride, “because you can’t work vertically if you want to be good 
horizontally.” 

The twins took this unconventional advice and transformed into above-
average skaters capable of attacking — lethally — off of the rush. 

And the twins weren’t natural goal scorers. They weren’t blessed with 
that poacher’s sense of timing, nor with overpowering velocity on their 
shots. 

“I don’t look at myself as having a great shot,” Daniel says, a truly 
remarkable statement for a player who scored over 400 goals in the NHL 
between the regular season and the playoffs. “But it was good enough to 
score on the passes Henrik gave me.” 

“He’s so humble,” says Alex Burrows, Daniel and Henrik’s signature 
linemate, laughing at Daniel’s self-effacing comment. “Oh, he had a great 
shot. Great accuracy, quick release. That’s how I’d put it, anyway. He 
maybe didn’t have the greatest, hardest shot, but because it was on and 
off his stick so quickly that it was tough to stop.” 

There’s even a hint of co-adaptation in Daniel’s development as a goal 
scorer. Though Henrik doesn’t remember exactly when he realized that 
his brother had built himself into a top-level finisher, Daniel recalls that it 
was part of a deliberate, holistic process — which is itself classic for how 
the Sedin twins approached their craft. 

“When I was 16 or so, I realized that we couldn’t both pass the puck, that 
someone needs to be able to shoot it,” Daniel recalls. “As a winger, you 
get put into situations where you get scoring chances, and when you’re 
playing with Henrik, he’s going to feed you the puck. So when I was a 
teenager, I realized I needed to work on and improve my shot and it’s 
something I worked on constantly from that time until I retired, really. 

“We both enjoyed passing the puck and ideally we would’ve passed it to 
our third linemate, and I guess that’s what we did until our very last 
game. But I came to realize that our third linemate was going to change, 
so I better focus more on shooting.” 

Now it’s not that the twins were limited physically — they were and 
remain incredibly gifted athletes. It’s more that what they accomplished 
— tallying over 1,000 career points each, and putting together a 
dominant two-year stretch in which they won back-to-back scoring titles 
in 2009-10 and 2010-11 — they accomplished by outsmarting and 
outworking their opposition. 

“For Daniel, it all comes back to his hockey sense,” Henrik says of his 
brother, the more prolific goal scorer of the pair. “He didn’t have the best 
shot in the world, he had a good shot, he could pick corners, but it wasn’t 
really a hard shot. Beating guys one-on-one wasn’t our game, so we had 
to use something else to score and to get into positions to score. Our 
approach was to always try to create a two-on-one everywhere on the 
ice. 

“It didn’t matter where we were. If we were trying to break out, or in the 
neutral zone trying to enter the offensive zone, or cycling down low, we 
just held onto pucks until we created a two-on-one. That was our only 
chance to beat anyone and, I guess, we became good at it.” 

This was the hallmark of how the Sedin twins produced points, scored 
goals and won games. They were detailed and patient. They developed a 
level of trust and chemistry that replicated telepathy. 

In time they became capable of fending off checkers, even as they 
picked a puck off of the wall on their backhand, quickly spun off of a 
check and sent a pinpoint pop pass to the other — all in what seemed 
like one fluid motion. 

Their approach permitted them to cycle almost endlessly. At the peak of 
their powers, Henrik and Daniel would stack 80- or 90-second shifts on 
top of one another, constantly on the cycle beneath the hashmarks. The 
effect was withering on opposition defenses. 

For minutes on end, Henrik and Daniel would spin and pass the puck 
back and forth, and win a puck battle and spin again. The process 
ruthlessly removed the air from their opponents’ lungs as the twins 
probed for the highest value two-on-one, the chance that would — so 
often — create a goal. 

It was an inimitable style of hockey. It required the sort of familiarity and 
trust impossible for mere linemates to achieve over a single season — or 
even over multiple seasons. An unthinkable level of persistence was 
required, made even more imposing by its attachment to the machine-
like consistency that the twins managed game after game in their late 
20s. 

“Daniel just never took a game off, which is impressive over 1,300 
games,” Henrik says when asked what singular attribute made his 
brother special. “He had some bad games, but he never eased off, every 
shift he stepped on the ice he was on. That’s what I’ll always remember 
being impressed with when watching him play.” 

It’s dizzying to consider how the twins developed their play style and 
grew as elite players together. Twin brothers, elite athletes both, honing a 
unique attacking style together over 25 years as professional hockey 
players. 

Rationally, it feels like a statistical impossibility; emotionally, it feels like 
something of a miracle. 

“I was amazed because they were always so, so close in every single 
physical test or event that we had,” notes Takahashi. “Like literally, to the 
tenth of a second. It was so finite. It’s not like one was always stronger or 
faster in one aspect and one was not. They were pretty much dead even 
the whole way. 

“And it wasn’t just the physical side or the genetic side — it was also the 
mental side that was similar. As we all know, you can be incredibly 
physically fit, but if you don’t have the mental capacity to drive on, the 
stoicness to push through things, that limits you, and both Henrik and 
Daniel had it all. They had both the physical side and the mental side to 
push themselves. 

“It’s incredible actually when you think about it. It really is.” 

And this isn’t lost on Daniel or Henrik. 

“When we came in, we were obviously very happy that the Canucks 
picked us both, but you just thought, yeah, this is how it’s always been,” 
Daniel says. “As we got older though, we never took one day for granted. 
Things can change in a heartbeat in this business and I don’t know if it 
was ever close that we’d get split up or one of us would be traded or 
whatever. We got to play together, and it pushed us to be better too.” 
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ESPN / Atlanta Thrashers to return for one night 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL's Atlanta Thrashers relocated to become the Winnipeg Jets in 
2011. But next month they'll hit the ice again in Georgia thanks to the 
ECHL's Atlanta Gladiators -- for one night only. 

The Gladiators, a minor league affiliate of the Arizona Coyotes, will take 
on "the persona of the Thrashers" when they face the Greenville Swamp 
Rabbits on Dec. 16 in Duluth. 

The Gladiators will wear limited-edition Thrashers jerseys that will be 
auctioned off to fans after the game. Thrashers rally towels will be given 
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to every fan in attendance. They'll also have Thrashers T-shirts and 
pucks for sale. Thrash, the mascot for the since-departed NHL team, will 
make an appearance. The video and ribbon board graphics will all 
transform into those for the Thrashers, trying to recreate the "Blueland" 
vibe of the team's home games in Atlanta. 

One shared bit of history between the teams: The Gladiators' PA 
announcer, Steve Craig, was also the voice of the Thrashers. 

The ECHL team has done "hockey heritage" nights before to honor 
teams like the NHL's Atlanta Flames and the IHL's Atlanta Knights. 
Anthony Schaff, the team's director of game operations, had the idea to 
focus on the Thrashers if they could secure the rights to their intellectual 
property. 

According to Mike Folta of the Gladiators, the team initially reached out to 
the Jets for clearance and was redirected to the NHL to obtain access to 
the intellectual property rights to the Thrashers for one game. The team 
had to make a case to the NHL's director of intellectual property for why it 
wanted to do the event and what it had planned for it. The Gladiators' 
request was made in May, and the NHL finally granted access in 
October. 

Hopefully for the Gladiators, they look like the Thrashers but don't play 
like them. Atlanta finished over .500 in points percentage just three times 
from 1999, when the NHL expansion team entered the League, to 2011, 
when they left for Winnipeg. The Thrashers made the playoffs once, 
losing in a sweep to the New York Rangers in 2007. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' penalty kill in shambles following loss to injury-
plagued Capitals 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

November 7, 2022, 11:56 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Free goals. Lots of penalties. Dumb hockey.  

Pick one. It loses, every time.  

Sure, it happens fast. We get that.  

But guys like Kailer Yamamoto and Warren Foegele, they are NHL 
players because they can deal with that speed. Or they wouldn’t be here.  

Evan Bouchard has a great shot. But his shot selection?  

Not always so great.  

Ryan McLeod, flying the zone, cheating for offence. How’s that working 
out?  

The Edmonton Oilers took six minor penalties and gave up four power 
play goals, losing 5-4 in Washington to run their losing skid to three 
games. Their penalty kill is in shambles and the one solution — not 
taking so many penalties — appears to be beyond this team’s abilities 
right now.  

“We’ve got to get things back on the rails here We’ve come off of what 
our game is,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “It comes down to 
simplifying things. Simplifying what our game plan is. The way we’re 
going about things right now, we can’t outscore our mistakes.”  

Yamamoto took an obvious hooking penalty with his team already down 
a man in Period 2, and on the ensuing five-on-three the Washington 
Capitals extended a one-goal third period lead to two. Edmonton took 

five of the game’s first six minor penalties, losing to a Washington club 
that is decimated by injuries and playing a backup goalie in Charlie 
Lindgren.  

“Can’t win with that,” Zach Hyman, Edmonton’s best player on the night, 
said of the effort. “Can’t win taking penalties like that. On the fourth one 
we were trying to score, but we’re taking too may penalties. Five-on-five 
we were just OK. I think we have a lot more to give throughout our lineup. 
Forwards, D — we have more to give here.”  

Led by Alex Ovechkin (goal and an assist), Washington still managed 
five goals — just one at even strength.  

Capitals' Gustafsson praises Ovechkin's ability to shoot the puck 
consistently 

“We’re just giving up too many goals,” said Leon Draisaitl. “We give up 
goals on the (penalty) kill, we give up two-on-ones… Just not good 
enough right now.”  

The penalty kill is a disaster. It entered the game in 27th place in the NHL 
and coughed up four.  

Yeccccch!  

“We’re a little hesitant,” Draisaitl assessed of the PK. “We don’t really 
know when to pressure and when not to pressure. Teams take 
advantage of that. We need to clean that up.”  

'It's getting old battling back': Oilers' Draisaitl tired of falling behind in 
games 

Hyman was a workhorse Monday, keeping his team in the game with a 
work ethic that forces teammates to follow.  

“You can build momentum off a good PK,” he said. “It can swing 
momentum. We weren’t able to do it.”  

As for Woodcroft, he left no doubt what he thought of his special teams 
unit: “Flat out not good enough,” he said. “I didn’t think we needed to take 
all of those penalties, and that doesn’t help when you’re struggling on the 
PK. Not good enough.”  

Stuart Skinner was alright in goal, but could not find a way to rescue his 
penalty killing units.  

“We gave up five shots on the PK – four of them went in,” Woodcroft 
said. “They were high quality chances.”  

Puljujarvi Promoted  

In the mixed up lines that resulted from Saturday’s poor effort against 
Dallas, Jesse Puljujarvi found himself on the top line with Connor 
McDavid and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins.  

Honestly, fans hoped he’d snag that spot eventually through a deserved 
promotion, but with just two points in his first dozen games the 
“promotion” fell to Puljujarvi mostly because Yamamoto wasn’t producing 
anything either. While Yamamoto fell to the fourth line and did not 
distinguish himself there Monday, Puljujarvi had three shots on goal and 
zero points despite a handful of set-ups via McDavid.  

Right wing, after Hyman, is a not a strength of the Oilers. And with 
Yamamoto’s game falling through the floor, and Puljujarvi killing as many 
plays as he makes, it’s hard to see how the improvement will come 
internally.  

Edmonton laces ‘em up again in Tampa Tuesday, still looking for the 
game that earned them a five-game winning streak not so long ago.  

“We’ve got to go play a real good Tampa team and play to our standard,” 
said Hyman. “We’re looking forward to that.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bruins exposed in reprehensible, insincere Mitchell Miller 
signing 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 7, 2022, 2:48 PM 

 

If the Boston Bruins truly were working on signing Mitchell Miller for 
"almost a year," as general manager Don Sweeney says, it was an 
indefensible waste of time. 

All those months of slipshod work culminated with a $2.585-million three-
year entry-level contract — maxed-out with all the signing and 
performance bonuses a kid could dream for — and exposed the red-
faced franchise as blatantly insincere and systemically inept by putting 
their on-ice goals ahead of what is morally right. 

With commissioner Gary Bettman, loathe to give the power-wielding 
Bruins short shrift, declaring the 20-year-old prospect ineligible for the 
National Hockey League hours after the signing; with respected leaders 
of hockey’s first-place club — Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, and 
Nick Foligno among them — publicly questioning their organization’s 
priorities; and with loyal fans voicing their disapproval, the Bruins backed 
down. 

“It goes against what we are as a culture and as a team, and for me as a 
person,” Bergeron said. 

So, the Bruins are cutting ties with Miller. 

They are apologizing. 

Which is something Miller has yet to do in any meaningful way to Isaiah 
Meyer-Crothers, the Black classmate with disabilities Miller repeatedly 
bullied. 

"He’s never reached out to my son. He never reached out to us," Isaiah’s 
mother, Joni Meyer-Crothers, said in an interview with WBZ on Friday in 
the deafening aftermath of Miller’s signing. 

"I don’t care how talented any player is. He could be the next Wayne 
Gretzky. But if your player that you’re taking doesn’t have character and 
isn’t a good human being, then you really might want to rethink what 
you’re doing." 

Only after backlash from all corners did Bruins president Cam Neely 
reconsider and swallow a tone-deaf signing that has deflected 
conversation away from his club’s scorching 10-2-0 start and placed 
Boston in the crosshairs of public opinion. 

Favouring a flyer on a maybe stud right-shot defenceman over common 
decency will do that. 

Speaking to reporters on a sobering Monday morning, Neely admitted 
that the Bruins had "failed" with this decision, that they had "dropped the 
ball." 

What a thud. 

In Sunday night’s press release renouncing Miller, just two autumns after 
the Arizona Coyotes had done the same, Neely had the gall to state that 
"we understood this to be an isolated incident" and the call to cut Miller 
was "based on new information." 

The so-called "new" information is six years old and can be found by 
punching a few keywords into an internet search engine. (We’re guessing 
all the teams that passed on Miller in the draft took a glance.) 

Suggesting otherwise insults the intelligence of the fan base. 

More seriously, it delivers one more slap in the face to the bullied. 

During the Bruins' year of past-due diligence, a phone call to the Meyer-
Crothers home would surely have revealed something more important 
than video clips of a teenager's crisp breakout passes. 

Imagine the trauma this signing has dredged up all over again for Meyer-
Crothers. 

"We didn’t talk to the family. We should have talked to the family," Neely 
conceded. 

(At the time of his presser, Neely still hadn’t contacted the family. He said 
he has plans to do so, though.) 

"Initially I was thinking it was going to be 'OK, this kid deserves a second 
chance.' I thought there would be some people that were going to be 
upset about it. But to the extent of this, I misread that," Neely added. 

"So, we could've done a better job. We should've done a better job." 

That’s undisputable, and the Bruins are wearing their shame. 

But if there is any positivity to be salvaged from this debacle, it’s that the 
fans piped up, players used their voice, and reporters sought out the 
other side of the story. 

The B’s got called out on their BS. 

Boston’s scouts are still confident that Miller could be a player. But at 
what cost? 

"From a character standpoint," Neely said, "that’s where we failed." 
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USA TODAY / NHL's first-month winners and losers: Bruins win on the 
ice, fail with Mitchell Miller fiasco 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Boston Bruins players were the NHL's top story, and then management 
made the team the story for the wrong reason. 

Amid a franchise-record 10-1 start for the banged-up Bruins, the team 
announced on Friday that it was signing controversial defenseman 
Mitchell Miller to an entry-level contract. That put Boston in position to 
make both the winner and loser lists for the first month of the 2022-23 
NHL season 

Miller, 20, had admitted in juvenile court that he had bullied a Black 
classmate with developmental disabilities when he was 14. That included 
tricking Isaiah Meyer-Crothers into licking a candy push pop that Miller 
and another boy had wiped in a bathroom urinal. 

It was a signing the team didn't have to make, players questioned the 
move and commissioner Gary Bettman said, "I can't tell you that he'll 
ever be eligible to come into the NHL." Sunday, the team said it was 
rescinding its offer. 

The bad publicity took attention away from the play on the ice. The start 
of the season had the potential for disaster after offseason surgeries for 
winger Brad Marchand and defensemen Charlie McAvoy and Matt 
Grzelcyk. 

But David Pastrnak is making his case for a lucrative extension with 19 
points over 12 games, Marchand and Grzelcyk returned early and 
McAvoy is back at practice. The Bruins hold the Atlantic Division lead 
and new coach Jim Montgomery is an early favorite for the Jack Adams 
Award. 
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The NHL season completed its first full month on Sunday. Here are the 
early winners and losers: 

WINNERS 

Philadelphia Flyers coach John Tortorella 

Back after a year out of coaching, Tortorella vowed to make the Flyers 
tougher to play against. He has done that, and the wins are following, 
putting the Flyers (6-3-2) into the mix of the feel-good Philadelphia sports 
story (8-0 Eagles and Phillies and Union reaching the championship 
round). The Flyers still have work to do, considering they've been outshot 
(sometimes badly) in all but two games. Goaltender Carter Hart (6-0-2, 
.946 save percentage) has kept them in games and the Flyers have five 
comeback wins after getting only nine last season. 

Vegas Golden Knights goaltending 

Many people were writing off the Golden Knights after they announced 
that goaltender Robin Lehner would have hip surgery and miss the 
season. But Logan Thompson outplayed Lehner down the stretch at 
times last season. The rookie and offseason acquisition Adin Hill had 
sub-2.00 goals-against averages until each gave up four goals in their 
last wins. The Pacific Division-leading Golden Knights have also been 
aided by a healthy Jack Eichel (14 points in 13 games). 

New Jersey Devils forward Jesper Bratt 

He opened the season with an 11-game point streak before it ended on 
Saturday, important for him in a contract year as a restricted free agent 
with arbitration rights. It's also important for the Devils, who lead the 
Metropolitan Division after missing the playoffs the past four seasons and 
nine of the last 10. The Devils are also aided by a team defense that 
allows the fewest shots per game. 

San Jose Sharks defenseman Erik Karlsson 

During the Sharks' three-year playoff drought, there were concerns about 
the big contracts of defensemen Brent Burns ($8 million cap hit) and 
Karlsson ($11.5 million). GM Mike Grier dealt Burns, and Karlsson has 
benefited from the extra ice time. He's leading NHL defensemen with 19 
points, and his 10 goals match his best full-season total from the past five 
seasons.  

Chicago Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews 

He sat out two seasons ago with chronic immune response syndrome 
and struggled with a career-worst 12 goals last season. His seven goals 
in 12 games is a good sign about his health. His surge has helped the 
Blackhawks be better than expected after a major offseason rebuild. And 
if Chicago decides to deal the captain and/or fellow pending unrestricted 
free agent Patrick Kane, Toews is upping his trade value.  

Quick hits  

The Central Division-leading Dallas Stars are getting production beyond 
their top line, with veterans Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin having strong 
starts. ... The second-year Seattle Kraken have seven wins, a total they 
didn't reach until Nov. 27 last season. ... Golden Knights forward Phil 
Kessel broke the NHL ironman record and needs five games to reach 
1,000 consecutive games. ... Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin 
(787 goals) broke Gordie Howe's record for most career goals with one 
team. ... Dominik Kubalik, not given a qualifying offer by the Blackhawks, 
is averaging more than a point a game with the Detroit Red Wings. 

LOSERS 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Penguins kept the Big Three of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and 
Kris Letang together, but since a promising 4-0-1 start, the team is 0-6-1. 
It's the Penguins' first seven-game losing streak since 2005-06, when 
Crosby was a rookie. Though Crosby and Malkin are putting up points, 
Pittsburgh is getting little production from its bottom six during the slide. 
Their penalty kill is the sixth-worst in the league. Tristan Jarry had a .941 
save percentage in his first four games and .867 in his last four. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Their offseason re-signing of J.T. Miller says they're going for it, but a 3-
6-3 record isn't a good start. Their power play is clicking at 30.2%, third 
best in the league, but their penalty kill is the league's worst (60.5%) and 
the concern has been holding leads. They've blown a three-goal lead 
twice and a two-goal lead three times. They've been outshot 156-114 in 
the third period and overtime and outscored 24-13. Thatcher Demko, 
who had a .915 save percentage last season, is at .879. 

St. Louis Blues 

The Blues opened 3-0 but have lost six in a row. They rank last in goals 
per game and 28th in goals-against average. Jordan Kyrou (three points, 
-15 plus-minus rating), Ryan O'Reilly (one goal, -12) and goalie Jordan 
Binnington (3.40 GAA, .879 SV%) are off to slow starts, and the Blues 
don't have Ville Husso to spell Binnington after dealing the backup to the 
Red Wings. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

They landed the top free agent in Johnny Gaudreau, but they have four 
fewer wins through 12 games (3-9 vs. 7-5) than last season. They were 
overwhelmed by the Colorado Avalanche in the two games in Finland. 
Gaudreau and Patrik Laine haven't had a chance to build chemistry 
because Laine was hurt in the opener and missed the next six games. 
They have the league's worst power play (6.1%), rank 30th at five-on-five 
play and have allowed the fourth-most shots per game. Goalie Elvis 
Merzlikins, whose worst career save percentage was .907, is at .863 and 
ranks last in goals saved above expected, according to moneypuck.com. 

Calgary Flames forward Jonathan Huberdeau 

Matthew Tkachuk is off to a strong start with the Florida Panthers (17 
points in 12 games, though he's sitting out two games with a 
suspension). Huberdeau, the key forward acquired by the Flames in the 
deal, is off to a slow start. He has five points in 10 games, after getting 
115 points last season. He has one even-strength point after finishing 
sixth in the NHL last season with 72. Huberdeau, who signed an eight-
year, $84 million extension after the trade, has averaged 1.2 points a 
game the past four seasons, so this could just be getting used to new 
linemates. 

Quick hits 

The Capitals' injuries are piling up, with T.J. Oshie, John Carlson and 
Dmitry Orlov joining Nicklas Backstrom and Tom Wilson. Evgeny 
Kuznetsov has no goals after getting 24 the season before. ... The 
schedule makers didn't do any favors to the Arizona Coyotes, who share 
5,000-seat Mullett Arena with Arizona State. They played their first six 
games on the road before a four-game homestand. Now, they're on a 14-
game trip. ... The Matt Murray acquisition didn't pan out for the Toronto 
Maple Leafs as the oft-injured goalie played one game before being hurt. 
Ilya Samsonov was hurt on Saturday, though No. 3 Erik Kallgren has 
played well in his two appearances since then. ... New Oilers goalie Jack 
Campbell is 5-3, but has a 4.20 goals-against average. 

 

USA TODAY LOADED: 11.08.2022 

1258531 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / In signing Mitchell Miller, Bruins 'failed,' president says. 
Here's what we know about situation. 

 

RICHARD MORIN   | USA TODAY 
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Boston Bruins president Cam Neely said the team signing controversial 
prospect Mitchell Miller is "absolutely" his biggest regret with the 
organization. 

The Bruins cut ties with Miller late Sunday night, 48 hours after signing 
him, and Neely said during a Monday morning news conference that the 
Bruins "failed" in their vetting process. 

He apologized to fans and the family of Isaiah Meyer-Crothers, a 
developmentally disabled Black classmate Miller  physically and racially 
abused as a teen. 

Neely admitted the team never contacted the Meyer-Crothers family 
before signing him Friday and that omission by the team's hockey 
operations department "was concerning.” 

When asked whether anyone in the organization will be disciplined, 
Neely said, "That's something I have to deal with today and this week 
and see where it takes me." 

Here's what we know. 

What did Mitchell Miller do? 

Miller and another classmate were charged with assault and violating the 
Ohio Safe Schools Act in February 2016 after making Meyer-Crothers 
eat a push pop they had wiped in a bathroom urinal. 

Miller, who was 14 at the time, admitted to the charge in an Ohio juvenile 
court. 

The two teens then punched and pushed Meyer-Crothers, according to a 
police report obtained by the Arizona Republic. They were convicted and 
sentenced to 25 hours of community service, counseling and writing a 
court-mandated apology. 

Meyer-Crothers had to be tested for hepatitis, HIV and STDs, which 
came back negative. He also told the Arizona Republic in 2020 that Miller 
taunted him for years, using racial slurs and repeatedly hitting him. 

Sweeney said Miller had apologized to Meyer-Crothers for what the 
player termed a "mistake" in Friday's statement, but Meyer-Crothers' 
mother, Joni, told WBZ that Miller bullied her son for years and the player 
reached out only last week via Instagram. 

“I take a lot of pride in what we stand for as an organization, and we 
failed there,” Neely said before adding he planned to speak with the 
Meyer-Crothers family. 

Why did the Bruins sign Mitchell Miller? 

Bruins general manager Don Sweeney said Friday he had been working 
on signing Miller for "almost a year." 

Miller, a highly touted prospect out of high school, was a free agent after 
the Arizona Coyotes renounced his 2020 draft rights after selecting him 
in the fourth round. A right-handed defenseman, Miller posted 83 points 
in 60 games with the USHL's Tri-City Storm last season. 

Upon signing him, the Bruins immediately assigned him to their AHL 
affiliate in Providence, Rhode Island.  

Scouts relayed to the Bruins that Miller had changed since the incident, 
according to Neely, who said he was made aware of the Bruins' 
negotiations with Miller and his agent in August. 

"From everything I heard he was working on himself, working in 
programs to better himself," Neely said. "I was under the impression it 
was a 14-year-old kid who made a really, really bad decision and did 
some horrible things. He's 20 years old now, so I was under the 
impression the last six years he had done a lot of work on himself." 

How are the Arizona Coyotes involved? 

This happened before. Miller was originally drafted by the Coyotes in the 
fourth round of the 2020 draft, but the team renounced his draft rights 
after the Arizona Republic  

Published its report that October. 

On the same day the Arizona Republic report was published, the 
Coyotes doubled down on their decision to draft Miller and said in a 
statement it was the team's "responsibility to be a part of the solution in a 
real way — not just saying and doing the right things to ourselves but 
ensuring that others are too." 

However, after backlash from fans and others, the Coyotes cut ties with 
Miller three days later. 

Miller had been expected to begin playing college hockey at the 
University of North Dakota that season, but the program dropped him in 
light of the report. He was allowed to stay enrolled in classes. 

What did the NHL say? 

Neely said he consulted Wednesday with NHL deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly about the Bruins' decision to sign Miller. According to Neely, Daly 
said Miller would need to get in front of commissioner Gary Bettman in 
order to play in the NHL. 

However, Bettman said that "before the Bruins made the decision to sign 
him, we were not consulted." Bettman said Miller would be currently 
ineligible to play and may not ever gain NHL eligibility. 

Bettman called Miller's actions “reprehensible, unacceptable” Saturday 
during the 2022 NHL Global Series in Finland. 

The NHL Players' Association told ESPN were not made aware of any 
active or pending disciplinary action against Miller and questioned why 
he was being denied eligibility. 

As for his AHL eligibility, Bettman said that was outside his purview. 

Why did the Bruins cut Mitchell Miller? 

The team faced intense backlash following the signing, from the league, 
players, fans and media.  

Neely acknowledged the role reaction had on the decision to part ways 
with Miller just two days after signing him.  

Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron and forward Nick Foligno were among 
those who expressed reluctance and displeasure with the move. 
Bergeron said Saturday he "didn't necessarily agree" with the decision 
when approached by Sweeney the previous week. 

Neely said he "probably would have been upset as well." Neely played 
13 seasons in the NHL – 10 with Boston. 

Neely declined to answer whether Miller's camp misrepresented itself 
during the evaluation process the Bruins engaged in prior to signing. 
Miller's agent, Eustace King, posted a statement to Twitter Sunday 
defending the player and listing numerous community programs with 
which Miller was "committed" to working. 

However, one of those programs, The Carnegie Initiative, posted its own 
statement in response saying it had met with King but "found it best to 
move on" and for Miller to "not pursue engaging the CI." It posted a 
clarification Monday saying, "We mutually agreed that Mitchell’s best 
path forward was to be vocal and own what he had done, followed by him 
finding his voice to speak loudly as a change agent in hockey." 

Neely also declined to answer what sort of financial restitution might be 
owed Miller considering the two sides had signed a contract. 

"Initially, I was thinking it was going to be 'OK, this kid deserves a second 
chance,'" Neely said when asked how he thought fans would respond to 
the signing. "I thought there would be some people that were going to be 
upset about it. But to the extent of this, I misread that. 

“... I do believe in second chances, but maybe some don’t deserve it.” 
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