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Panthers, working through Matthew Tkachuk's absence, face Canes 
Matthew Tkachuk, who leads the Florida Panthers in assists 
(12) and points (17), will serve the second and final game of 
his NHL suspension on Wednesday night when his squad 
hosts the Carolina Hurricanes in Sunrise, Fla. 

Matthew Tkachuk, who leads the Florida Panthers in assists 
(12) and points (17), will serve the second and final game of 
his NHL suspension on Wednesday night when his squad 
hosts the Carolina Hurricanes in Sunrise, Fla. 

While it's never ideal to lose a leading scorer, the Panthers 
might have found a silver lining. 

After Tkachuk was penalized and later suspended for a 
dangerous hick-stick of Los Angeles Kings goalie Jonathan 
Quick on Saturday, Panthers coach Paul Maurice went to 
work on reshaping his lines. 

On Sunday, Maurice put Sam Reinhart and Anton Lundell 
together on the second line, and it clicked in a 5-3 win over 
the host Anaheim Ducks. 

Reinhart, who had been slumping, had two goals, and 
Lundell had a pair of assists as the Panthers closed their 
four-game trip with a 2-2-0 record. 

"Sam and Anton are back together, and they know how to 
play off each other," Maurice said. "When Matthew comes 
back, I've got a different set of lines than I did a couple of 
days ago. 

"Sunday was a great learning experience for our team, 
finding something new." 

Mixing up the lines was big for Reinhart, who scored a 
career-high 33 goals last season but was scoreless in the 
first dozen games of this campaign. 

Then, in his 13th game, which happened to be his 27th 
birthday, Reinhart finally found the back of the net -- twice. 

Maurice indicated that Reinhart's scoreless streak was just 
bad luck and no big correction was required. 

"Sam had so many chances to score, and it just didn't go for 
him," Maurice said of Reinhart's first 12 games of the 
season. "His game has been right." 

While the Panthers hope to have found something good with 
their new lines, the Hurricanes have won four of their past 
five games, including three that went past regulation. 

"We're sticking with it all the way through the end," Jordan 
Staal said of the Canes' 3-1 record in games that have gone 
into overtime or shootout. 

And, despite a 3-1 home loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Sunday, the Hurricanes have scored a power-play goal in 
four straight games. That's a feat the Canes never 
accomplished last season. 

Andrei Svechnikov leads Carolina with three power-play 
goals, and Martin Necas, Sebastian Aho and Stefan Noesen 
have two apiece. Brent Burns leads Carolina with six power-
play assists, and Svechnikov has four. 

Overall, Necas leads Carolina in assists (10) and points (17) 
while Svechnikov leads in goals (eight). 

The Hurricanes have two 33-year-old goalies in Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

Andersen won 35 games last season, the fifth time he has 
eclipsed 30 victories. This season, he is 5-3-0 with a 2.72 
goals-against average that is a shade behind his 2.59 career 
mark. 

Raanta, a career backup, won 15 games last season, 
marking the sixth time he earned double-figure victories. This 
season, he is 3-0-1 with a 2.42 GAA that is in line with his 
2.46 career mark. 

The Panthers will counter with a goalie rotation of 34-year-
old veteran Sergei Bobrovsky (3-4-1, 3.29) and 21-year-old 
former first-round draft pick Spencer Knight (4-1-0, 2.63). 
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Perlini hat trick powers Wolves to win in first of two games in Cleveland 
The second game, however, could have gone better. 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 3-4-1-0 

Goals/Game: 3.00 

Goals Against/Game: 3.38 

Shots/Game: 27.50 

Shots Against/Game: 31.75 

Power Play % (Rank): 12.9% (32nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.9% (7th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Jamieson Rees, Anttoni Honka (7) 

Most Goals: Brendan Perlini (4) 

Most Assists: Honka (6) 

Next Game: Wednesday, November 9 at Milwaukee 

(stats as of November 7, 2022)  

Game 7: Chicago Wolves 5, Cleveland Monsters 2 

Many of the more experienced, veteran players brought in 
over the off-season for the Wolves have been frustratingly 
quiet so far. That’s been an issue for a team heavy on youth 
that’s been struggling to score. When no one’s producing, 
you expect your veteran players to stand up and lead the 
way. 

Brendan Perlini, veteran of 262 NHL games, finally answered 
that call.  

Perlini’s hat trick — with goals scored early in the first, late in 
the first, and early in the second — helped propel the Wolves 
to victory over Cleveland. This was another game in which 
the Wolves were outshot by their opponent in the double 
digits: 41 shots for Cleveland as compared to 26 for Chicago.  

Perlini’s first goal came off of a carry-in by Jack Drury, who 
crossed the blue line and found David Farrance coming 
down the middle. Farrance then passed to Perlini as they 
both converged on Monsters goaltender Pavel Cajan.  

The Monsters then however, tied the game slightly over 
halfway into the first period. Two late penalties by the 
Monsters, taken just six seconds apart, gave the Wolves 
nearly a full two minutes of a 5-on-3 advantage. It took nearly 
the whole power play, but Perlini eventually capitalized for 
his second of the game. This was just the third power play 

goal of the season and the first since they scored two goals 
with the advantage on October 22 against Rockford.  

The Monsters tied the game up just 1:42 into the second 
period, but the Wolves took the lead back less than 20 
seconds later when Farrance scored his second of the 
season. The Wolves managed to survive the rest of the 
second period, including two straight peanties midway 
through the period. The Wolves limited the Monsters to just 
two shots on each power play. 

Perlini completed the hat trick at 3:36 in the second period. A 
long pass from out of the Wolves’ defensive zone helped 
send the team up the ice on an odd man rush. The Wolves 
swarmed the net, allowing Perlini to lift the puck into the net. 
The hat trick was the first of the Wolves season and the 
second of Perlini’s AHL career.  

Of note: this game was the first game in which Anttoni Honka 
didn’t record a point, ending a six-game points streak for the 
rookie defenseman.  

Additionally, while the Wolves have had a few different 
players wear letters this season, they had not officially 
named a captain yet. At various points this season, Max 
Lajoie, Jack Drury, Mackenzie MacEachern, Ryan Dzingel, 
William Lagesson, and Joseph LaBate have all worn letters 
for the team. At this game, Max Lajoie appeared wearing the 
C for the first time. 

Scoring: Brendan Perlini, 3 G, 1 A; David Farrance, 1 G, 1 A; 
Joseph LaBate, 1 G, 1 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; William Lagesson, 
1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Tuukka Tieksola, 1 A; Josh 
Melnick, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A; Eric Cooley, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 39 of 41, 0.951 sv%  

Game 8: Chicago Wolves 2, Cleveland Monsters 4 

The Wolves’ attempt to gain momentum off of Perlini’s hat 
trick fell short the next night in Cleveland. For the third 
consecutive game, the Wolves were outshot by double digits, 
particularly noticeable in a second period which saw the 
Wolves register five shots to 16 from the Monsters.  

The Wolves started strong, with Jamieson Rees opening the 
scoring with a power play goal just about halfway through the 
first. Rees was occupying his usual net-front position and 
tipped in a shot from David Farrance. 

Emil Bemstrom tied the game midway through the first on a 
power play goal of his own. This was the first goal the 
Wolves have given up on the kill since October 25 against 
Texas. Bemstrom, currently called up to the NHL, shares the 
lead league in points, with 14 this season so far.  
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The Monsters scored a second power play goal early in the 
second. Rookie Kirill Marchenko recorded his sixth goal of 
the season; he is currently second in rookie scoring in the 
AHL with 12 points in 10 games. Jamieson Rees, serving a 
penalty for high-sticking at the time, voiced his displeasure 
with the sequence as he returned to the bench, and was 
eventually assessed a 10-minute misconduct penalty for 
abuse of officials for protesting a bit too emphatically. 

Bemstrom scored again early in the third period for his 
second goal and third point of the night. Nathan Sucese 
made it a one-goal game again with a tally off of a great pass 
from Brendan Perlini. (Also, watch in the below as Josh 
Melnick gets slashed in the back of the legs by Monsters 
goaltender Pavel Cajan. No call on the play.)  

After Sucese’s goal, the Wolves were limited to just two 
shots on goal for the next ten minutes of play. The Monsters’ 
insurance goal from Justin Richards came after a flurry of 
activity where Richards followed up his own rebound to 
score. Wolves goalie Zach Sawchenko was pulled with just 
over four minutes remaining. The Wolves maintained 
possession and unleashed a volley of shots on Cajan but 
were unable to break through for a tying goal.  

Scoring: Nathan Sucese, 1 G; Jamieson Rees, 1 G; Ronan 
Seeley, 1 A; Brendan Perlini, 1 A; David Farrance, 1 A; Jack 
Drury, 1 A  

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 39 of 41, 0.951 sv%  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Max Lajoie Named Wolves Team Captain 
Max Lajoie is sporting a new letter on his Chicago Wolves 
sweater – the 25-year-old defenseman has been named the 
14th team captain in franchise history. 

Lajoie is in his third season with the Wolves and is wearing 
the “C” on his sweater after serving as an alternate captain in 
’21-22. 

“It means a lot,” Lajoie said of being named captain. “Last 
season, I wore an ‘A’ but wearing the ‘C’ is something 
different and I’m pretty proud of it. We have a good group of 
guys and I’m excited to be the leader.” 

As the new head coach of the Wolves, Brock Sheahan said 
he wanted to get a feel from players and coaches throughout 
the first few weeks of the season on who would be the best 
fit for captain and said Lajoie, “is for sure the right guy. 

“Max is so well-respected by his teammates – he goes about 
his business the right way,” Sheahan added. “He’s 100 
percent committed to what we need to do. He’s been an 
amazing leader from everything I’ve heard from his 
teammates and the coaching staff.” 

In addition to Lajoie’s appointment, Sheahan named four 
alternate captains. Jack Drury and Ryan Dzingel will wear 
serve as alternates during home games with William 
Lagesson and Mackenzie MacEachern wearing the “A” on 
their sweaters when the team is on the road. 

“With this group it’s not only what they do on the ice but it’s 
how they interact with their teammates in the locker room 
and how they interact with us as a staff,” Sheahan said. “We 
have some really good leaders here and that’s why those 
guys are in those positions.” 

Next up: The Wolves travel to Milwaukee to face the 
Admirals on Wednesday (10:30 a.m., AHLTV). 

Upcoming: The Wolves will host the Iowa Wild on Saturday 
(7 p.m., My50 Chicago; AHLTV). It will be Military 
Appreciation Night at Allstate Arena. On Sunday, the Wolves 
will host Milwaukee (3 p.m., AHLTV). It will be Family 
Sunday and Player Poster Giveaway. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/panthers-working-through-matthew-tkachuks-absence-face-canes/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/8/23446700/brendan-perlini-hat-trick-powers-chicago-wolves-to-win-in-first-of-two-games-
cleveland-monsters-ahl 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/08/max-lajoie-named-wolves-team-captain/ 
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Understanding Carter Verhaeghe’s offensive production ahead of the 
Panthers’ homestand 

 

Payton Titus 

5-6 minutes 11/8/2022 

 

Wednesday marks the beginning of a five-game homestand for the 
Florida Panthers, who have only played four of their 13 games at FLA 
Live Arena so far this season. 

The Panthers will look to the reliable offensive prowess of Carter 
Verhaeghe to help set the tone for the next week-and-a-half. On Florida’s 
four-game road trip to the West Coast, he had four goals and two assists 
and recorded at least one point in six of the Panthers’ past seven games. 

Florida will play the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday, then Saturday 
against the Edmonton Oilers, Nov. 15 against the Washington Capitals, 
Nov. 17 against the Dallas Stars and Nov. 19 against the Calgary 
Flames. 

With Matthew Tkachuk still suspended for poking his stick into Los 
Angeles Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick’s mask, Verhaeghe will 
assume even more responsibility, particularly in the midweek 
competition. 

Verhaeghe’s eight goals (which lead Florida and are tied for sixth in the 
NHL) come off 35 shot attempts for a team-leading shooting percentage 
of 22.9 percent. He most recently found the back of the net in the first 
period and assisted Sam Reinhart’s empty-net goal in the third period of 
Florida’s 5-3 win over the Anaheim Ducks on Sunday. Five of 
Verhaeghe’s eight goals have opened scoring in a game (Oct. 19 versus 
Philly; Oct. 29 against Ottawa, Sunday at Anaheim) or tied the game 
(Thursday against San Jose, Saturday at Los Angeles). 

“It’s elite and it’s highly unusual,” Panthers coach Paul Maurice said of 
Verhaeghe’s shot. “... It comes off his stick before you think it’s going to.” 

Maurice compared Verhaeghe to Kyle Connor, who had 47 goals last 
season and four 30-plus goal seasons under Maurice in Winnipeg with 
the Jets. 

Verhaeghe scored a career-high 24 goals in the 2021-2022 season. But 
through 13 games this year, he’s on pace to more than double his 

personal best. His 13 points sit only behind Tkachuk’s 17 on the 
Panthers. 

“We have strived for him to understand that he’s a shooter and to 
embrace that,” Maurice said when asked what seems to be the driving 
force in Verhaeghe’s uptick in production this season. “…He has to have 
a primary driver for what he does for a living when he shoots the puck. 
So he shoots the puck a little bit more. And he scores. So that just gets 
more shots, right? Well, it’s OK. The guys don’t mind if I shoot, and I’m 
scoring. It’s OK if I shoot then.” 

Before Tkachuk’s suspension, he, Verhaeghe and Aleksander Barkov 
occupied Florida’s top line. They played 65 1/2 minutes together in 5-on-
5 play through 12 games and have outscored opponents 8-1 when all 
three are on the ice together — far exceeding their expected goals for 
(5.56) and expected goals against (2.09), according to the advanced 
hockey statistics website Natural Stat Trick. When Barkov and 
Verhaeghe have been on the ice together without Tkachuk, they have 
been outscored 4-2 over 86:24, despite their expected goal rates being 
nearly equal (3.6 expected goals for compared to 3.69 expected goals 
against). 

“It feels like every time we’re on the ice, we’re playing in the offensive 
zone and making plays and getting chances,” Verhaeghe said of the 
line’s chemistry before Tkachuk’s suspension. “Those two are a lot of fun 
to play with. 

“[Tkachuk] brings such a different element to the game. He makes plays. 
He’s gritty. He gets to the front of the net. He opens up a ton of space. 
Both guys I’m playing with are great. I’m lucky.” 

Colin White took Tkachuk’s spot on the right wing of Florida’s top line 
Sunday, while Verhaeghe assumed Tkachuk’s role in the top power-play 
unit. 
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Despite Storm, Florida Panthers Game vs. Hurricanes Appears On 

 

Published 12 hours ago on November 8, 2022 

By George Richards  
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Although Tropical Storm Nicole is expected to develop into a hurricane 
and potentially make landfall on the east coast of Florida, the Florida 
Panthers are “moving forward” with their game against Carolina 
scheduled for Wednesday night. 

Per FlightAware.com, the Hurricanes’ charter flight left Raleigh after 5 
p.m. on Tuesday and landed at 6:43. 

The flight was originally scheduled to leave around 2 p.m. but the league 
delayed the team’s takeoff to continue monitoring the storm. 

Broward County, where the team’s FLA Live Arena is located, has been 
under a Hurricane Watch since Monday and Broward Schools 
announced they would close on Wednesday. 

As far as the storm goes, Broward and Miami-Dade counties are out of 
the cone of concern although coastal Palm Beach County is under a 
Hurricane Warning. 

Broward County is under a flood watch due to the storm. 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

According to the Miami Herald, Nicole could bring heavy rain, dangerous 
storm surge and strong winds to the east coast of Florida. 

Forecast models show the storm crossing over the Bahamas and west 
toward Florida with potential landfall sometime Wednesday night or early 
Thursday. 

If the game is played as scheduled, Matthew Tkachuk will wrap up his 
two-game suspension and return to the lineup Saturday against 
Edmonton. 

The Panthers may get Aaron Ekblad back Saturday as well with coach 
Paul Maurice saying the team is targeting that date for his return. 

Update: We are moving forward with tomorrow’s game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes as scheduled with doors set to open at 6pm. 

Ekblad missed his 10th game since going on LTIR on Sunday against 
Anaheim; he will hit the 24 day mark later this week. 

He practiced with the team on Tuesday. 
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FHN Today: Will the Florida Panthers Play on Wednesday? 

 

Published 20 hours ago on November 8, 2022 

By George Richards  

 

With a potential hurricane heading this way, the Florida Panthers may be 
forced to postpone their game against the, ahem, Caroline Hurricanes 
scheduled for Wednesday night. 

Actually, if this storm does turn into a hurricane and continues to head 
west the game will be postponed. 

We should know whether it will or will not be played in the coming hours. 

The NHL is not going to send one of their teams on a flight into a storm 
with a decent chance the game will not be played. 

The chance that Fort Lauderdale International could be closed on 
Wednesday night due to high winds would also force the NHL to 
postpone this game. 

The Hurricanes, after all, have to fly home on Wednesday night because 
they play Edmonton on Thursday. 

As of Tuesday morning, Carolina’s 2 p.m. charter flight was on as 
scheduled. 

We will keep you updated. 

FLORIDA HOCKEY NOW 

General manager Bill Zito has a pretty good track record when it comes 
to finding diamonds left discarded in the rough by other teams. 

It looks like Colin White may be another one of his gems. 

— If Wednesday’s game were to be postponed, Matthew Tkachuk’s two-
game suspension carries through the Edmonton game on Saturday. He 
would not be able to return until next Tuesday against Washington. 

Aaron Ekblad should be able to return, so that’s good news for the 
Panthers. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Rasmus Ristiolainen has found himself 
in the doghouse of new coach John Tortorella. 

He ain’t the first, will not be the last. 

That doghouse has a lot of room. 

— Mike Matheson is close to a return with the Montreal Canadiens and 
that means a roster move is coming soon. 

— The Detroit Red Wings have done a lot of good things this season but 
winning games following an off day is not one of them. 

— Craig Smith returns to the Boston Bruins lineup. 

 

Florida Hockey NowLOADED: 11.09.2022 

1206538 Florida Panthers 

 

Colin White: Latest Florida Panthers Success Story? 

 

Published 21 hours ago on November 8, 2022 

By Colby Guy  

 

The Florida Panthers found themselves in a tough spot going into free 
agency this past summer. 

After going all in at the 2022 trade deadline — and getting swept in the 
second round by the Tampa Bay Lightning — the Panthers found 
themselves with just $4 million to work with knowing they would lose 
Claude Giroux, Noel Acciari, Mason Marchment and Ben Chiarot to free 
agency. 

With multiple slots to fill and little money to work with, the first player 
Florida general manager Bill Zito signed was Colin White. 

Days before, the Senators bought out the final three years of White’s 
contract. 

The 2015 first-round draft pick struggled to find his footing early on in his 
career, topping out at 14 goals and 41 points in his first full NHL season 
in 2018-19. 

Ever since then, his career was seemingly marred by injuries. 

The 25-year-old forward came within four goals of breaking his career-
high of 14 during the Covid-shortened 2021 season while playing through 
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a slew of injuries. He then missed most of the 2021-22 campaign after 
dislocating his shoulder before the season even began. 

For Daily Coverage of the Florida Panthers All Year Long, Get a 
Subscription to Florida Hockey Now! 

The injury took months of rehab to come back from, but by the time he 
returned to the lineup in February, the Senators were well out of the 
playoff race. 

He did what he could, putting up three goals and 10 points in 24 games, 
but was ultimately a victim of a seismic overhaul of the Senators’ roster 
this past offseason. 

“I think that was something that really upset me and I went through a lot 
of adversity through the year just trying to come back” he said. “That was 
tough for me but I did get to play around 20 games, get some confidence 
back but it was tough to miss 60 games and jump in for the last 20 when 
other teams are pushing in the playoff race. 

“I thought I was able to handle it pretty well. I am excited for a fresh start, 
hoping for a year with no injuries. And I am working my butt off to try and 
do that.” 

Florida Panthers Keeping Eye on Tropical Storm  

Zito hit on players in similar situations as White — watching Carter 
Verhaeghe and Anthony Duclair become 20-plus goal-scorers as $1 
million free-agent pickups — and he saw something specific in White that 
would make it work. 

While he dealt with a minor injury during training camp and missed 
Thursday’s shootout win with an upper-body injury, White has been 
taking advantage of a much cleaner bill of health to start his first season 
with the Panthers. 

Colin White gets a fresh start with Florida Panthers 

White matched his goal total from last year and is two points shy of tying 
his point total from 2021-22 in just half as many games. 

He currently is tied for fifth on the team in scoring ranked as high as 
second going into the team’s four-game road trip out west. 

“A big part of it was just staying healthy and putting in the work this past 
summer,” White said. 

”Being able to stay healthy is the biggest thing and so far, so good.” 

White arrived in South Florida four weeks early to get in some extra 
training with his new teammates. 

That decision paid off with a clean bill of health and near instant line 
chemistry with Anton Lundell and Eetu Luostarinen to start the season. 

At the end of October, White, Lundell and Luostarinen were the Panthers’ 
most productive line, combining for 17 points in the team’s first nine 
games. 

“He is very chameleon-like in the way that he has picked up what those 
two guys are good at and changed his game to be like that,” Paul 
Maurice said. 

”Colin is a very smart player. He has a really good set of hands and he 
has figured out where those guys generate loose pucks and what holes 
to get into.” 

With minor injuries popping up throughout the Panthers’ forward core — 
including White’s minor injury — Maurice opted to make some changes 
and that third line has since been broken up. 

Those changes, heavily prompted by a two-game suspension to star 
winger Matthew Tkachuk, have offered a big opportunity for White — 
albeit one which may be short lived. 

White was placed on the top line with Sasha Barkov and Carter 
Verhaeghe during the Panthers’ 5-3 win over the Anaheim Ducks on 
Sunday. 

While he did not get on the scoresheet, he has proved throughout the 
season that he can quickly develop chemistry with whichever line he gets 
placed on — and that ability was something Florida needed after losing 
quality talent up front in free agency. 

”When you come into the league, you have to define yourself a little bit 
with what you’re good at,” Maurice said. 

”He is an all-around player. He is smart and he moves the puck well. He 
doesn’t have blazing speed, he doesn’t have physicality, and those guys 
take a little bit longer to find their game and what they’re good at.“ 
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Edmonton Oilers both winners and losers in Tampa Bay 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Edmonton Oilers won the special teams battle and 
the game against the Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday at the Amalie 
Arena, but lost forward Evander Kane, indefinitely. 

Connor McDavid had a goal and assist, Leon Draisaitl scored and 
Warren Foegele got his first of the season as the Oilers snapped a three-
game losing skid in the second of a four-game road trip and won in 
Tampa Bay for the first time since 2009. 

The Oilers will travel to face the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday, before 
returning to the Sunshine State to take on the Florida Panthers on 
Saturday afternoon. 

“We weren’t a good spot; we got in late last night and it was, obviously, a 
tough one last night and I thought the boys battled hard and we just 
found a way to win,” McDavid said. “That’s all it was, and it’s nice to show 
we can play a little defence. 

“There were a couple of games in a row where it got away on us, and I 
thought Soup (Campbell) played great, I thought the kill was great and it 
was a huge momentum building for us and it set us up.” 

Goaltender Jack Campbell had a strong bounce-back performance, 
making 35 saves for the Oilers. In his previous start Saturday, Campbell 
and the entire team struggled in a 6-2 loss at home to the Dallas Stars. 

On Monday, the Oilers gave up four power-play goals in a 5-4 loss to 
Alex Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals. 

Brandon Hagel and Alex Killorn scored and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 26 
saves for the Lightning. 

“I thought he (Campbell) made some huge saves and it was a good 
confidence builder for him,” McDavid said. “It’s something he can build off 
of.” 

The win was marred by a gruesome injury to Kane who had his left wrist 
sliced open in the second period, when Lightning forward Patrick Maroon 
inadvertently backed over him. 

Kane was knocked to the ice by Lightning defenceman Philippe Myers in 
a battle for the puck and Maroon skated over his exposed left wrist. 

Kane got up immediately and raced to the bench, leaving a sizeable pool 
of blood on the ice. He was transported to hospital where the Oilers say 
he is in stable condition. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 9, 2022 

 

“Everyone on our team and in our organization and probably most people 
in Edmonton are thinking about Evander Kane,” said Oilers head coach 
Jay Woodcroft. “When an accident like that happens on the ice, that’s 
where our first thought is. It’s never fun to see one of your teammates in 
that position. 

“But shoutout to the great medical staff we have here in our organization 
and the people here at the arena that were quick to respond and make 
sure that he was OK. The news that I’ve received so far, and it’s very 
limited, is that he’s in a good spot, he’s getting well taken care of.” 

The Lightning stormed out of the gate and were all over the Oilers in the 
opening period, getting the first eight shots on net. 

Campbell was able to keep the Lightning off the board and Foegele went 
on to score with the Oilers’ first shot at 7:45, beating Vasilevskiy from the 
slot, shorthanded, for his first of the season. 

“Clouder (Ryan McLeod) made a great play to me on the PK and I 
thought I had a chance to attack,” Foegele said. “The coaches keep 
telling me to shoot and I shot, and this time it went in. It was a massive 
relief and it was a big goal for us. 

“I haven’t had the back of the net this year; I’ve hit a couple of posts and 
a couple of crossbars and it hadn’t gone it. I was just sticking with it and 
trying to stay positive as much as I can and I was happy I got that and I 
was pretty happy we got that win. It was a big win for our team.” 

Hagel tied the game just over two minutes later, after Kane was unable to 
take a puck off his skate, turning it over at centre ice. The Lightning came 
back the other way and Nikita Kucherov put one on a plate for Hagel to 
one-time past Campbell. 

McDavid gave the Oilers a 2-1 lead, two minutes into the second period 
on the power play; left alone at the side of the net to flip in a loose puck. 
McDavid has 14 goals in 14 games so far this season. 

Draisaitl scored another power-play goal just under two minutes later, 
firing a backhand shot past Vasilevskiy to make it 3-1. 

Shortly after play resumed following the Kane injury, Zach Hyman 
appeared to have increased the lead to three goals, when he redirected a 
Draisaitl cross-crease pass by Vasilevskiy with his skate. 

Upon review, however, it was determined Hyman used a kicking motion 
to put the puck in the net and the goal was waved off. 

“There was a lot of drama in the game; there were two disallowed goals, 
it came down to the last shot block at the end of the game, and I was 
happy for our guys, it wasn’t easy,” Woodcroft said. “We got in at 3:30 in 
the morning last night, and to summon up what was required in the game 
of that calibre and I’m proud of them.” 

Tampa cut the lead to 3-2 just 49 seconds into the third period, when 
Killorn redirected in a pass from Nick Perbix. 

Maroon then appeared to tie the game with eight minutes left, banging in 
a rebound past Campbell. 

The play was reviewed and replays showed Oilers defenceman Ryan 
Murray swept the puck off the goal line before it completely crossed, so 
the goal was waved off. The Oilers were then able to hold off a furious, 
late Lightning push. 

“He’s definitely getting a nice steak,” Campbell said. “It was definitely a 
great play by him and it was great to see him play as well as he is. It was 
a great place by Murray to keep it a one-goal game and I’m thankful for 
it.” 
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OILERS NOTES: McDavid kills penalties; Kane sustains serious injury 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Edmonton Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft had every 
intention of sending star centre Connor McDavid over the boards to kill a 
penalty late in a loss to the Washington Capitals on Monday, but ran out 
of time. 

McDavid was up next to kill the second half of the penalty to Evan 
Bouchard with just over two minutes to play and the Oilers trailing by a 
goal. But Evgeni Kuznetsov scored on the first penalty-killing unit 
featuring Evander Kane and Derek Ryan on a between-the-legs pass 
from Alex Ovechkin. 

McDavid played just under two minutes shorthanded for the Oilers 
against the Capitals. The Oilers gave up four power-play goals in the 5-4 
loss, and coming into Tampa a night later, McDavid again got some 
penalty-killing minutes. 

“He’s been (on PK) all year; and actually that’s something that we’ve 
introduced when we came up (hired) in February,” Oilers head coach Jay 
Woodcroft said before the game. “The pros are, he’s the most dynamic 
player in the world, so he understands how power plays operate and 
where pucks seem to go. 

“The cons are, is that you’re asking him to take on a little bit more. We’ve 
already asked him to take on a lot here, so that’s the con of it. But I think 
he’s a smart player, he has a good rapport or PK chemistry with Evander 
Kane; they both skate well, they close fast, and they both have the 
attributes of really good killers.” 

Prior to the game against Tampa Bay, McDavid had played 8:19 on the 
penalty kill this season, 1:52 came against the Capitals. 

The Oilers penalty kill has been an issue of concern this season, 
dropping to 30th in the 32-team league and operating at a 66.7 per cent 
efficiency. 

Woodcroft said he and the coaching staff were looking at different 
combinations both on the front end and on defence to try and get the 
penalty kill in the right direction. 

Warren Foegele was another option, who did get an opportunity on the 
penalty kill and went on to score the opening goal against the Lightning, 
short handed. 

“Yeah, I think we’re open for business,” Woodcroft said. “We are looking 
for people that want to contribute, and it’s not from a lack of trying. We’ve 
mixed a lot of people in there, we’ve flipped pairings up front, we flip 
pairings on the back end. 

“I think it’s that 13-game window; that where we struggled, but like I said, 
we’re focused on solutions. Our vision is through the windshield, not 
through the rear view mirror.” 

Oilers forward Evander Kane sustained a serious injury when cut by the 
skate of Lightning forward Patrick Maroon in the second period. 

Kane was in a race for the puck inside the Oilers blue line, heading 
toward the right boards when taken down by Lightning defenceman 
Philippe Myers. As Kane was on the ice, his left wrist was exposed and 
Maroon inadvertently backed over it. 

Kane got up immediately and raced to the bench, leaving a large pool of 
blood on the ice. A stretcher was brought out and Kane was transported 
to hospital where he was reported to be in stable condition. 

With the Oilers two players short on the roster due to salary cap 
constraints, there aren’t many pieces for Woodcroft to shuffle up front. 
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His only option is to play with seven defencemen and 11 forwards, which 
he did against the Lightning, taking Devin Shore out of the lineup and 
inserting Markus Niemelainen as an extra defenceman. 

Under a normal 23-man roster, the Oilers head coach would have a 
couple of extra forwards to spell the ones who are struggling. 

“That sounds like excuses to me; that’s not it,” Woodcroft said. “We’re in 
the results business, not in the excuse-making business. Moreover, I 
would say that for our team, our staff is focused on solutions. We’re 
solutions based, and we’re trying to come up with ways to help our group 
to find that level of consistency. 

“There’s been some good moments; we lost another one-goal game 
(Monday). Our penalty kill took on water and gave up four goals. We lost 
a one-goal game, but our fight, our spirit was there, but we found a way 
to not win it. And what we have to do is build a level of consistency in our 
game so that we find ways to win games.” 

Jack Campbell had to sit on a bad outing for a few days, but got another 
opportunity to start Tuesday against the Lightning. 

Campbell had a good outing, keeping the Oilers in the game in the first 
period as the Lightning came out and got the first eight shots on net. 

Thanks to Campbell, the Oilers were eventually able to find their skating 
legs and went on to take a 3-1 lead in the game. 

With Campbell already endearing himself to his new teammates, signing 
as a free agent from the Toronto Maple Leafs, the Oilers seemed eager 
to play well in front of him, which they didn’t do in a 6-2 loss, at home, to 
the Dallas Stars on Saturday. 

“I think our team can play better; I think our team can play better on the 
year,” Woodcroft said. “Our records, where our records are right now, 
we’re kind of right in a cluster of teams, but we don’t feel that we’ve found 
our game yet and a level of consistency, whether that’s in front of Stuart 
Skinner or Jack Campbell, we think we can play a whole lot better. And 
we’re finding who we are here in this first part of this young season.” 
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Staios back with Oilers in all-encompassing special advisor role 

 

Jim Matheson  •  Edmonton Journal 

 

Steve Staios’s arrived at regular employment in the National Hockey 
League by taking the dirt road, not the fast lane on the highway, foot to 
the floor, so he knows what player development is all about in his new 
role with the Edmonton Oilers. 

He was a second-round draft pick of the St. Louis Blues in 1991 and 
wound up in Peoria, Ill., in the IHL with a large group of veteran minor 
leaguers. He scuffled around, and by the time he got to Worcester, Mass. 
a few years later, then the Blues AHL affiliate, the jury was out if he 
would make the NHL. 

The coach in Worcester was former NHLer Jimmy Roberts. The crusty 
Roberts had a blunt chat with Staios one day in his office. He had one 
loud piece of advice. 

“He said ‘learn to defend,’’’ recalled Staios. 

Staios, an offensive D-man in junior, took it to heart. 

He never did play for the Blues after three years in the minors, but he 
wound up playing 1,001 NHL games with Boston, Vancouver, Atlanta, 

Edmonton, Calgary and the New York Islanders — most of the time on 
defence but on the wing with Mike Keenan in Vancouver. 

So, he knows all about paths to the NHL, and how they are far from 
smooth. Which is possibly what Oiler GM Ken Holland was looking for 
when he convinced Staios to leave his job as GM and president of the 
Hamilton Bulldogs OHL junior team that had played in the Memorial Cup 
this past spring. 

After 603 Oiler games as a player, including his big role on their 2006 run 
to the Stanley Cup final, he’s back in an all-encompassing job with 
Edmonton as a special advisor to the hockey operations department. 
He’ll be watching junior games and NHL games in other cities. He’ll be 
sitting in on pro meetings, probably asked for his opinion on trades and 
free-agent players. 

He’s been scouting the world U17 Challenge in Langley B.C. He was in 
Edmonton for former teammate Ryan Smyth’s Oiler Hall of Fame salute, 
but he’s now hitting the road. 

“He’s going to be watching our drafted players,” said Holland. Those 
include Reid Schaefer (Seattle), Max Wanner (Moose Jaw, Sask.), Jake 
Chiasson (Brandon, Man.) out west, and Luca Munzenberger, Joel 
Maatta and Shane Lachance in U.S. college back east. All of them are 
picks from the past two years. 

Staios, who was also offered a management job by ex-Oiler GM Steve 
Tambellini about a dozen years ago but turned it down to keep playing, 
will drop in to talk to the drafted kids. Who knows, maybe he’ll put 
together some NHL video to show the player. Like, with first-round 2022 
pick Schaefer, who has 13 goals in Seattle, maybe there’s some tape of 
how Leon Draisaitl holds checkers off along the boards. 

Staios was with his junior club in Hamilton, Ont., for seven years and was 
OHL manager of the year in 2021-22. He also worked in player 
development before that with the Toronto Maple Leafs in a three-year run 
there, and at the world championship in 2014. 

“It was harder than I thought it would be (leaving the OHL club). I loved 
what I did, I lived and breathed it and it was something I took a lot of 
pride in. I had been talking to (NHL) teams the last few years but I came 
in for (Oiler) training camp and just liked being around Ken Holland and 
the group. I thought it would be a great fit,” said Staios. 

“Player development has become more and more important as the NHL 
gets younger … you need to get (drafted) players prepared to play (NHL) 
at a younger age,” he said. 

Staios negotiated contracts in Hamilton, picked a coaching staff, built the 
Bulldogs into a powerhouse through the draft and made trades. His two 
best last season were for centre Mason McTavish (Anaheim) and 
aggressive defenceman Arber Xhekaj (Montreal). 

McTavish stayed at his house for months. He’s got Ryan O’Reilly written 
all over him, although Staios isn’t a big comparisons guy. 

“He’s got all the elements to his game … everybody talks about his shot 
which is lethal and NHL ready, but most importantly he’s got great 
hockey sense. Plays on both sides of the puck, mature beyond his years. 
He’s a bit of a throwback. He’s very, very focused on playing and 
preparing. He was at another level for a junior-aged player,” said Staios, 
jokingly saying McTavish is focused on eating too. 

“Yeah, six months at our house. Got to know him well.” 

Lots of pizza? 

“No, never. (My wife) Susannah is a healthy cook. He just eats more of 
it.” 

Xhekaj, a load at six-foot-four and 238 pounds, has already played 12 
games on the Habs’ defence and fought Zack Kassian early on. 

“He’s a great story. A local Hamilton kid, lived five minutes from the rink. 
He’s got incredible drive and desire. In minor midget he was only about 
5-foot-10 or 11,” said Staios. “I think he’ll play in the NHL for a long time 
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and right now the opportunity is there for him. He’s got the physicality. 
That’s part of his make-up and it comes naturally to him. He was a 
terrifying guy in junior. He was that much more physically dominant than 
other kids.” 

He’ll always have one eye on McTavish and Xhekaj, like a proud father, 
but now he’ll be more involved watching Schaefer (the goal-a-game 
player in Seattle right now), Wanner, and the other Oiler kids. 
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Oilers’ Evander Kane hospitalized after skate blade cuts his arm 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — It was an awful scene, the kind no one wants to ever 
witness. 

There was Evander Kane, one of the Oilers’ best scorers, feverishly 
scanning his arm to find what was wrong. And when he found the deep 
gash, his panicked reaction coincided with a pool of blood on the ice. He 
darted to the bench in a flurry. 

“Scary. You could feel the energy in the entire rink just get sucked out,” 
Oilers captain Connor McDavid said. “There was great concern when you 
see something like that and that much blood on the ice.” 

Kane had been knocked over by Lightning blueliner Philippe Myers and 
was still down on the ice with a maze of sharp skate blades circling 
around him. That’s when former Oiler Patrick Maroon inadvertently cut 
him. 

Maroon was the first player to call for help, immediately realizing the 
magnitude of the situation. The game was halted seconds later, at 3:27 
of the second period. 

There were many faces of concern on the Oilers bench as Kane headed 
toward the dressing room and also in the immediate aftermath. Sportsnet 
television reporter Gene Principe heard Kane asking for help repeatedly 
after he’d gotten off the ice. 

Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said he first saw the pool of blood out of his 
periphery and then watched as Kane zipped off the ice, putting pressure 
on the affected area. Woodcroft tried to alert the officials to stop play. 

Woodcroft covered his head and looked away from video monitors on the 
bench after seeing an extra look, showing a combination of fear and 
dismay. Others couldn’t watch. 

“To be honest, I don’t handle that stuff very well,” McDavid said. “I 
haven’t even seen the replay. I probably won’t watch.” 

“He was rushing as fast as I’ve seen. His eyes were as wide as a 
person’s can be. We got the sense of how alarming it was and how 
scared he was. We were all scared for him. It’s obviously a situation that 
you don’t want to see.” 

The Oilers earned full marks for a crucial 3-2 victory, a rarity in Tampa. 
Not only did the win halt a three-game losing streak, but it was also the 
first time the Oilers have bested the Lightning on the road since Dec. 9, 
2009. 

Those accomplishments weren’t as important as the short- and long-term 
health of their teammate. 

“It’s an unfortunate incident, a freaky incident,” winger Warren Foegele 
said. “We’re going to miss him. We hope he gets healed quick.” 

Kane was taken to a Tampa hospital and was scheduled to have an X-
ray taken on the wrist and undergo surgery. He was in stable condition. 

Because the injury occurred so early in a period, Woodcroft said the 
coaching staff made sure to update the players about Kane’s health 
during stoppages in play to ease their worries. They were provided with a 
more thorough report during the second intermission. 

“Evander is a real popular teammate, and he’s an important piece of our 
team,” Woodcroft said. “We wanted to make sure that his teammates 
knew where he was at.” 

“You’re worried about him and you’re thinking about him,” forward Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins said. “It took a few minutes to regroup. He would want 
us to get back out there and get a big win for the team.” 

There was initial optimism about Kane’s status, though there was plenty 
of uncertainty. 

“He’s going to be fine,” an Oilers source said. “I don’t know how long he’s 
going to be out, though.” 

The Oilers could open much-needed cap space by putting Kane and his 
$5.125 million cap hit on long-term injured reserve. That would allow 
them to recall up to three bodies from AHL Bakersfield to make a 20-man 
roster whole at the maximum of 23. 

It’s worth noting that Tyler Benson, who’s on the road trip and has been 
practicing with the team since last week, is said to be close to being 
activated off LTIR from a knee injury. He requires waivers to be sent to 
the minors. 

However, a trip to LTIR for Kane would mean he’d be sidelined for a 
minimum of 10 games and 24 days. The earliest return under that 
scenario would be Dec. 3, when the Oilers host the Canadiens. 

While adding players would be a nice luxury for management and the 
team, that bonus doesn’t come close to Kane’s value. Any absence will 
unquestionably be felt. 

The Oilers are 36-17-4 in the regular season with Kane in the lineup, 
including 8-6 this season. Kane’s signing in January, plus the coaching 
change five games later, helped turn Edmonton’s season around. 

He scored 22 times in 43 games last season and added 13 tallies in 15 
playoff contests. He has five goals and 13 points in 14 games this 
campaign. He’s fifth on the team’s scoring list. 

The Oilers might have to manage without him for a while. 

“We’ll keep checking in,” Nugent-Hopkins said. 

The silver lining was the Oilers got an important win — their first in 
Tampa in almost 13 years. Grinder Zack Stortini played the starring role 
that night with a Gordie Howe hat trick, including the winning goal. 
Fittingly, a depth player was a key cog Tuesday. 

Foegele played arguably his best game as an Oiler, bouncing back from 
a poor showing in Washington the night before. He scored his first goal of 
the season and was noticeable in several ways. 

Foegele had played just 2 minutes, 18 seconds on the penalty kill all 
season, but Woodcroft — desperate to spark a floundering short-handed 
unit — followed through on a preseason promise to get Foegele more 
work there. 

Foegele made good, opening the scoring on Edmonton’s first penalty on 
a long-range wrister off the rush. 

“The coaches keep telling me to shoot. I shot, and this time it went in,” he 
said. “It was a massive relief.” 

He played 12:09 in the game, 1:44 coming on the penalty kill. 

“He has all the attributes of a good penalty killer. He’s long. He’s a good 
skater,” Woodcroft said. “He’s buoyed by the opportunity.” 
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Foegele also threw his weight around, something he’s done only 
inconsistently. He rocked Lightning defenceman Nick Perbix early in the 
first period when the Oilers were sluggish. He later walloped Cole 
Koepke, which resulted in a boarding penalty. 

“Being on the PK, getting that opportunity, helps me get into the game,” 
Foegele said. “It helps my game to move my feet, finish checks and play 
hard.” 

When the game was on the line in the final minute, Woodcroft entrusted 
his three goal scorers — Leon Draisaitl, McDavid and Foegele — as his 
forwards to protect the lead in the Oilers’ zone. 

Foegele blocked a shot by Victor Hedman at the buzzer. It was the 
perfect capper for Foegele, especially after a first-period turnover the 
previous night let Washington open the scoring. 

“Warren Foegele showed me something tonight,” Woodcroft said, “and I 
was happy for him.” 

Perhaps Foegele can step up and replace the truculence of Kane, 
Edmonton’s most consistent physical force up front. 

Perhaps Kane’s injury is the thing that gets rookie Dylan Holloway some 
top-nine ice time. 

Perhaps, if Kane does go on LTIR, cap casualty Mattias Janmark gets 
recalled and gets a chance to reignite his NHL career. 

Those variables could all work out well, but it’s hard to imagine a 
scenario where having Kane in the lineup wouldn’t be a better solution. 

All that’s up in the air. The most important thing to the Oilers is Kane’s 
health. 

They were so glad to hear small signs of positivity amid a truly horrific 
scene on the ice. 

“We’re hearing he’s doing OK, but that’s obviously initial,” McDavid said. 

“It’s a fast game. We were talking in the room how crazy it is. Pucks are 
flying around at 100 miles an hour. Guys are flying around on little 
knives. It’s a crazy game out there. You know something like that can 
happen. Certainly, it provides the human side of the game. Guys are 
putting their bodies on the line every night. 

“It’s unfortunate, but we’re thinking about him.” 
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Oilers’ Evander Kane ‘stable’ after getting wrist cut by Pat Maroon’s 
skate 

 

By Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Nov 9, 2022 

 

Edmonton Oilers forward Evander Kane exited Tuesday’s game against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. Here’s what you need to know: 

In the second period, Kane appeared to get his wrist cut by Lightning 
forward Pat Maroon’s skate and immediately exited the game. 

The Oilers announced Kane is in stable condition and has been 
transported to a local hospital for a procedure. 

“He’s going to be fine. I don’t know how long he’s going to be out, 
though,” an Oilers source told The Athletic. 

After suffering a wrist injury early in the second period, Evander Kane is 
stable and has been transported to hospital for a procedure later this 
evening. 

Backstory 

Kane, who signed a four-year deal to return to Edmonton in July, has five 
goals and eight assists through 13 games this season. 

The 31-year-old tallied 22 goals and 39 points in just 43 games last year, 
his first season with the Oilers, and led Edmonton with 13 goals during 
the 2021-22 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

What they’re saying 

Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft provided an update on Kane after the game. 

“First and foremost, everyone on our team, within our organization, most 
people in Edmonton are thinking about Evander Kane,” Woodcroft said. 
“Once an accident like that happens on the ice, that’s where our first 
thought is. It’s never fun to see any one of our teammates in that kind of 
position. 

“The news that I’ve received so far is that he is well taken care of.” 
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Avalanche injuries: Valeri Nichushkin to undergo ankle surgery, Bowen 
Byram week-to-week 

 

Bennett Durando 

5-6 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

Jared Bednar understands that if there’s a most convenient — or rather, 
least inconvenient — time for injuries, it’s early in the season. He also 
realizes one of the worst possible times is all at once. 

Avalanche forward Valeri Nichushkin will undergo ankle surgery and is 
expected to miss “approximately” a month, Bednar said Tuesday. 
Defensemen Bowen Byram and Sam Girard are also out as the Avs (6-4-
1) return home from Finland, with the coach describing Byram’s timeline 
as week-to-week. 

“Injuries are going to come at certain times,” Bednar said. “You’re hoping 
they don’t pile up all at the same time like they kind of are for us right 
now.” 

Nichushkin has missed four games with what started as a day-to-day 
lower-body injury. After scoring against the Rangers on Oct. 25, he didn’t 
skate at practice the next day in New Jersey. He traveled with the team 
to Finland, the hope being that he would practice the whole week and 
rejoin the lineup against Columbus. 

But Bednar deemed Nichushkin a game-time decision before the first leg 
of the back-to-back. He ended up not playing either day. 

Colorado hosts Nashville on Thursday (7 p.m. MT) and Carolina on 
Saturday (7 p.m.) at Ball Arena. 

With Nichushkin out, Bednar has tried a few second-line arrangements, 
the latest of which yielded the best results. With Alex Newhook moved 
from center to left wing, Evan Rodrigues at center and Martin Kaut in 
Nichushkin’s right wing position, the Avalanche won 5-1. Kaut had his 
first career multi-point game. Newhook scored his second goal of the 
season, and Rodrigues added an assist. 
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“I really liked (that line) in the last two games,” Bednar said. “Thought it 
was Kauter’s best game. Newhook’s best game. Rodrigues was still 
good. So yeah, I did like it a lot.” 

Before the injury, Nichushkin scored a team-leading seven goals in the 
first seven games. 

The biggest void he leaves is on the power play. Colorado started the 
season 10-for-20 with Nichushkin scoring five of the goals. Without him, 
the team is three for its last 14. 

“There will be opportunities for more forwards to come up here now,” 
Bednar said. “We’ve just got to grind through it.” 

After the Finland games, the Avalanche reassigned Kaut and fourth-line 
forward Mikhail Maltsev to the AHL in another strategic move to accrue 
cap space during the off days. When asked if that means both will be 
recalled for upcoming games, Bednar said, “I can’t say that for certain.” 
Kaut was recalled Tuesday, but for now Maltsev remains with the 
Colorado Eagles. 

Other call-up options from Loveland include players who have been on 
the Avalanche roster already such as Anton Blidh and Jayson Megna, or 
younger forwards looking to make their NHL debut such as Shane 
Bowers and Oskar Olausson. 

Bowen Byram participated in line rushes Saturday, but when the team 
announced its lineup, he was a last-second scratch. 

The good news for Byram and the Avalanche is that his latest injury is 
lower body, Bednar said. The 21-year-old has a concerning history of 
concussions early in his career. 

This injury popped up during the New York trip, Bednar said. Byram 
ordinarily plays in the second defensive pairing, but he joined Cale Makar 
in the first pairing when Devon Toews was injured in October. He has two 
goals and five points. 

His fellow defenseman Girard is day-to-day with an unspecified injury. 
Both offensively adept defenders, so they leave a difficult hole to fill. The 
Avs have kept Kurtis MacDermid and Jacob MacDonald on the NHL 
roster for their versatility between offense and defense. They might make 
sense as a temporary third defensive pairing. 

“The strength of our team has been our back end,” Bednar said, “and 
we’re just pulling two guys out of it now for who knows how long.” 
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Avalanche’s Valeri Nichushkin undergoes ankle surgery, expected to 
miss 1 month 

 

Peter Baugh 

3-3 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

Valeri Nichushkin underwent ankle surgery and will miss a month, 
Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said Tuesday. Defenseman Bowen 
Byram is also week to week with a lower-body injury, and Samuel Girard 
is day to day with a lower-body injury. Here’s what you need to know: 

Nichushkin was off to an excellent start for the Avalanche, scoring seven 
total goals in the seven games he’s played this season and also adding 
five assists. 

The winger is one of the team’s most defensively responsible players and 
also a capable contributor on the power play. 

Colorado will make roster moves ahead of Thursday’s game against 
Nashville. 

Byram sustained his injury during the New York swing of the previous 
road trip. He played Friday in Finland against the Blue Jackets but wasn’t 
able to go Saturday after skating in warmup. 

Byram has averaged more than 20 minutes of ice time through 10 
games, playing on both the power play and penalty kill, and he has 
logged five points. Girard has played more than 19 minutes a game, so 
the absence of him and Byram will cost Colorado two minute-eating 
defensemen. 

How will the Avalanche adjust? 

Bednar said the team will make roster moves ahead of Thursday’s game 
against Nashville because of the injuries. Martin Kaut and Mikhail 
Maltsev were sent down to the AHL after the Finland trip, but Bednar 
acknowledged that was a salary cap-related move. One or both could be 
back before the Predators contest. Jacob MacDonald, who had been 
playing forward, will move back to defense, and Kurtis MacDermid could 
be an option at forward or defense, too. 

Defenseman Brad Hunt feels like a potential call-up. Anton Blidh and 
Jayson Megna have already played NHL games at forward this year, and 
prospects Jean-Luc Foudy and Shane Bowers could also be options. 
There’s also Charles Hudon, who leads the AHL team with nine points in 
eight games. Ben Meyers would also make sense, but he’s dealing with 
an injury. 

Each NHL team’s biggest concern a month into the 2022-23 season, 
from ‘everything’ to ‘too good to tank’ 

Avalanche to bring back Valeri Nichushkin on 8-year deal: Sources 
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20 Avalanche observations: Artturi Lehkonen’s sauna song, Finnish 
national anthem, more 

 

Peter Baugh 

9-11 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

TAMPERE, Finland — Josh Manson didn’t think salmon soup sounded 
good. Then he tried it. The soup was impressive, he said, and travelers 
shouldn’t be afraid to give it a shot. 

The soup was one of the more popular answers when players discussed 
foods and drinks they liked on the trip. Here’s a look at some dishes 
players named: 

Salmon soup (Jared Bednar, Nathan MacKinnon, Josh Manson, Alex 
Newhook) 

Reindeer (MacKinnon) 

Karhu beer (MacKinnon) 

“Lingonberries on everything” (Devon Toews) 

The Global Series in Tampere was a successful set of games for 
Colorado, which beat Columbus 6-3 on Friday and 5-1 on Saturday. With 
the team back in the States, let’s get into some final observations from 
the trip in our weekly column. I have 20 this week in honor of late 
Avalanche broadcaster Peter McNab, who reached the 20-goal plateau 
10 times in his playing career. 
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1. Injury corner: Valeri Nichushkin (lower body) is day-to-day, Bednar 
said. He skated in warmups Friday but wasn’t able to go. Bowen Byram 
(lower body) skated in warmups Saturday but was a late scratch. He’s 
also day-to-day. 

Darren Helm, meanwhile, is still a bit away. 

“I’m sure he’s closer, but he’s nowhere in site,” he said. 

2. Finnish stars Mikko Rantanen and Artturi Lehkonen both 
recommended saunas going into the trip, and the team took a group trip 
to one in Helsinki. Lehkonen served as the leader in the sauna, singing a 
song he stole from one of his friends and, after every chorus verse, 
throwing water onto the hot rocks. That created warm steam. 

“It felt like an oven,” MacKinnon said. “It felt like your skin was going to 
fall off.” 

But he enjoyed the experience. The players had a game to see who 
could stay in the longest before leaving and taking a dip in the Gulf of 
Finland. Lehkonen, Nichushkin and Alexandar Georgiev won, MacKinnon 
said. 

“It’s a very Finnish thing to do,” Lehkonen said. “It’s nice to share a little 
bit of the Finnish culture with the boys.” 

We're finding ways to stay nice and warm out here! 

3. I followed the Finns’ advice and tried a sauna out before flying home. 
The woman at the desk said their saunas are around 80 degrees Celsius 
(176 degrees Fahrenheit), which, according to her, isn’t that hot for 
Finnish people. She’s been in saunas that are 100 degrees Celsius (212 
degrees Fahrenheit). I’m not sure how I’d deal with that. The one I was in 
felt great, but it was plenty hot. 

Jumping into the cold seawater afterward was a little brutal. That’s quite 
a swing in temperature. 

4. Cale Makar hadn’t been to Europe before this trip, which he said was 
“a bit of a culture shock” coming straight from the New York leg of the 
road trip. 

“I love it here,” Makar said in Tampere. “I’d probably choose this over 
New York. … Wish we got to stay longer.” 

5. I went to a Finnish league hockey game between TPS and Kärpät. 
Both are important clubs to people within the Avalanche organization. 
Rantanen, Lehkonen and Georgiev played for TPS, and Justus Annunen 
played for Kärpät. 

6. There’s one striking difference between Finnish hockey and North 
American hockey. In Finland, each team’s leading scorer wears a shiny, 
golden helmet, similar to the ones Vegas sometimes wears. And junior 
players with the top league team wear Red Bull helmets. 

7. When asked what other international city could make for a good Global 
Series location, MacKinnon mentioned London, England. 

“Maybe in a couple years,” MacKinnon said. “I love (the global trip), but 
the time change can be a little tough right now.” 

8. A few of the players took a few days to adjust to the jet lag. Evan 
Rodrigues in particular looked tired Saturday morning. 

“It’s been horrible,” he said with a laugh when asked about the time 
change. “It’s been an adjustment. You’ve just got to grind your way 
through.” 

(The adjustment was rough for reporters, too. I got chirped by Manson 
because of it.) 

9. Rebecca Thomson, who is an assistant account manager for NHL 
Europe, came to the Global Series games from Scotland. She’s a portrait 
artist, too, and finished off a drawing with pencil during each of the 
games. She completed a Patrik Laine drawing Friday, then one of 
Rantanen on Saturday. She had started both before the games but was 
hard at work with the players below her on the ice. 

10. Bednar said Lehkonen and Rantanen each had “30 to 50” loved ones 
coming to the games. Though the coach went with a Rodrigues-
MacKinnon-Rantanen line in the first game, he put Lehkonen in the 
starting lineup so he could receive an ovation from the crowd. 

11. Lehkonen was on the top line for the whole second game, and he 
and MacKinnon quickly found themselves on an odd-man rush. 
MacKinnon, who brought the puck forward, wanted his teammate to 
score. 

“It’s definitely crossing your mind on a two-on-one,” the center said. 

MacKinnon sold a shot well, only to pass to Lehkonen, who finished. 

“Obviously he was really excited,” MacKinnon said. “Very passionate 
crowd. They love their local guys.” 

12. NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman held a press conference in 
Finland, and he said he hasn’t heard anything new about the Comcast-
Altitude dispute. He sidestepped when asked if he placed the blame 
solely on Comcast or if Altitude could do anything differently. 

“Getting into blame isn’t something that’s very constructive,” he said. “I 
very much, as would all the fans of the Avalanche and the Nuggets who 
currently can’t get their games, would like to see them, and I’m hoping 
the parties can ultimately get to a resolution. But blaming one side or the 
other isn’t going to help that resolution.” 

The stalemate has been going on since 2019 and has made it so fans 
with Comcast as their cable provider can’t watch the Altitude broadcasts. 
Here’s some background on the issue. Altitude has recently embarked on 
a campaign blaming Comcast for the blackouts, showing advertisements 
at games and on social media. 

13. Rantanen got to take the ceremonial puck drop one night, and 
Lehkonen took it the other. Patrik Laine took it both nights for Columbus. 

14. The Finnish Hockey Hall of Fame has a few Avalanche-related 
artifacts. Ville Nieminen’s Stanley Cup ring from 2001 is there, and 
Rantanen and Georgiev’s names are engraved on a trophy from when 
they won the 2015 U20 Finnish league championships with TPS. 

15. The Finnish national anthem, “Maamme,” was a hit. Both Bednar and 
Makar brought it up. 

“I could maybe swap anthems and hear the Finnish national anthem 
every game,” Makar said. “It’s pretty exciting. That’s a great national 
anthem.” 

16. Former Avalanche forward Nicolas Aube-Kubel got picked on waivers 
by Washington. He was previously with Toronto but failed to log a point in 
six games. 

Colorado didn’t give Aube-Kubel a qualifying offer, which is why he 
wound up an unrestricted free agent. He ended up signing with the Maple 
Leafs for $1 million, about $200,000 less than his qualifying offer would 
have been. I’m curious if Colorado put in a claim, but since Washington 
had a worse point percentage, the Capitals had priority in the waiver wire 
order. 

17. Alex Newhook sported a mustache on the Finland trip, and Bednar 
said he liked his play. Could correlation mean causation in this instance? 

18. Young Finnish players stood on the ice with the Avalanche and Blue 
Jackets’ starters ahead of both games. MacKinnon gave the kid next to 
him stick taps both nights. Every time he talked about how much he 
enjoyed the trip, he seemed genuine. 

“All the kids know us,” he said. “It’s a long way to come, but when you 
see the happy kids and happy people, it makes it well worth it, for sure.” 

19. Remembrances for longtime Avalanche color commentator Peter 
McNab poured in after the Avalanche announced his death Sunday, 
including from his fellow Altitude broadcasters and current and former 
Avalanche players. Matt Duchene put out a statement on both Twitter 
and Instagram, saying “couldn’t have been a nicer man and it was a 
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pleasure to know him.” Current Colorado players, including Gabriel 
Landeskog, Rantanen and Erik Johnson, reshared tributes to their 
Instagram stories. 

20. I’ll end with a few words from play-by-play man Marc Moser, who 
shared the booth with McNab. 
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An Avalanche of injuries: Valeri Nichushkin out a month following ankle 
surgery – 

 

Aarif Deen 

2-3 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

Oct 19, 2022; Denver, Colorado, USA; Winnipeg Jets left wing Kyle 
Connor (81) controls the puck as Colorado Avalanche defenseman 
Bowen Byram (4) and left wing J.T. Compher (37) and right wing Valeri 
Nichushkin (13) defend in the third period at Ball Arena. Mandatory 
Credit: Isaiah J. Downing-USA TODAY Sports 

The Avalanche will be without top winger Valeri Nichushkin for a month 
following ankle surgery, coach Jared Bednar announced on Tuesday. 

Listen to “Remembering Peter McNab” on Spreaker. 

Nichushkin, who started the season with seven goals and 11 points in 
seven games, has missed the last four games — including both in 
Finland — with a lower-body injury. Bednar also said defenseman Bowen 
Byram is week to week and Samuel Girard is day to day, both with lower 
body injuries. 

Byram was a late injury scratch in Saturday’s second leg of the Global 
Series. Through 10 games, the 21-year-old has two goals and five points 
while skating mostly alongside Josh Manson on Colorado’s second 
defense pair. 

Girard has dressed in each of the Avs’ 11 games thus far, playing a 
season-high 23:19 on Saturday. He has recorded a goal and three 
assists. 
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MacKinnon Is Selling Nova Scotia Home  

 

Brennan Vogt 

2-3 minutes 09/11/2022 

 

Have you ever dreamed of being neighbors with a three-time Stanley 
Cup Champion? Maybe Sidney Crosby perhaps? Now is your chance, 
Nathan MacKinnon is selling his Nova Scotia home for the small price of 
$5.95 million Canadian. You take a virtual tour of the gorgeous lakefront 
property here, which includes a garage renovated to be made into a 
home gym. 

I guess you could say this is a modest home for the paycheck that 
MacKinnon will soon start to receive at the beginning of next season. 

This house includes three bedrooms, four baths and one half bath. There 
is a pool out back for the warm Canadian summers. The home also has 
2,000 square feet of patio space for the family and friends to hang out on. 
There is a built-in sauna in the gym as well as a putting green out back. 

“Nestled on just over 2 acres of nature provided privacy this home boasts 
over 4500 square feet of elegance,” is how the realtor David Dunn 
describes the location of the Halifax home. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

There is no word if MacKinnon plans to keep a home in the area or just 
establish a main residence in Denver. Either way, the home is beautiful 
and has some great views of the lake. And, yeah, the neighbor is Sidney 
Crosby. 

Brennan is an aspiring sports writer just getting started in the industry. He 
is also an intern writer for Full Press Coverage. Brennan has lived in 
Colorado his whole life and is a graduate in History at Colorado State 
University. He loves rock and metal music, especially the band Papa 
Roach. 
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Sandis Ozolinsh Joins Avalanche Scouting Staff  

 

Adrian Dater 

2-3 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

Sandis Ozolinsh, a member of the Colorado Avalanche 1996 Stanley 
Cup team and one of their most popular players from that era, has joined 
the team as a scout. Ozolinsh, in fact, did some scouting at the recent 
Global Series games in Finland between the Avalanche and Columbus 
Blue Jackets. 

Ozolinsh becomes the third former Avalanche defenseman from the 
1995-96 championship team to be on the scouting staff. Curtis 
Leschyshyn and Alexei Gusarov are the others. 

“Ozo” was a premier offensive defenseman for the Avalanche, almost like 
a fourth forward on the ice. He had 13 goals and 50 points in 66 regular-
season games for the Avalanche in 1995-96 after coming over from the 
San Jose Sharks in a trade for Owen Nolan. He had 23 goals and 68 
points the following season, a point total that stood as the highest in 
Avalanche team history as a defenseman until Cale Makar broke it last 
year. 

The news was first reported by Sports.tvnet.lv. “I am a Colorado scout. 
Otherwise, I enjoy life,” Ozolinsh told the Latvian media outlet. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Sandis Ozolinsh, 50, played until age 42 with the Riga Dynamo of the 
Kontinental Hockey League. It is believed he will be primarily a European 
scout with the Avalanche. 

Ozolinsh also played for the Latvian Olympic team into his 40s. 
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Valeri Nichushkin And Bo Byram Out With New Injuries  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 9, 2022 

 

 

Brennan Vogt 

4-4 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

There were murmurs this morning that there might be new injuries with 
the Colorado Avalanche to announce. Unfortunately, the murmurs had 
meat to them: Valeri Nichushkin and Bo Byram are both injured with 
ailments that will stretch into weeks, not days, and Sam Girard is also out 
day-to-day with something. 

Avalanche Practice Notes 

Nichushkin will be out about a month according to coach Bednar after 
having ankle surgery. This injury is not related to the one he had during 
the Stanley Cup Finals. In Finland, he took warmup on the first game, but 
was seen looking at his foot with the trainers and never played in the two 
games. 

Byram is out and is declared week-to-week with a lower-body injury. 

Girard is out with a lower body injury and is declared as day-to-day. 

This is obviously going to test the Avalanche’s depth further. Who might 
the Avalanche recall from the Eagles to play, in place of Byram and 
maybe Girard? My money is on veteran Brad Hunt, but we’ll see. This 
Nichushkin setback gives even more of an opportunity to Martin Kaut to 
prove himself, probably. 

The reassignment of Mikhail Maltsev and Kaut were for cap purposes, 
Bednar said. Expect some more recalls either Wednesday or Thursday to 
fill some gaps. The Colorado Eagles play tonight and tomorrow, so it’ll be 
interesting to see what roster moves they make themselves. 

Gabriel Landeskog continues to pace for the three-month return. 

Darren Helm has no estimated return time, but “it will be sooner rather 
than later,” Bednar said. 

Coach Bednar 

Bednar when he was asked about the passing of Peter McNab, “To me, 
he is a guy that deserved a lot of respect.” He went on for about five 
minutes about how he thought McNab was a great man. Bednar 
mentioned that “I talked to him a lot that first year because it was a tough 
year for me.” 

Mikko Rantanen 

I had a chance to talk to Mikko Rantanan briefly in the locker room today. 
when asked if he had any family there at the games in Finland, “I had 
about fifty friends and family there including my dad. It was fantastic.” 

Following up on the hat trick and the crowd cheering, “It was 
unbelievable. You never expect to hear those things. It was kind of a 
funny moment, I got chills from it. The guys were all looking at me and all 
12,000 people were singing my name, it was a cool moment. I got the 
chills from it.” 

On playing tour guide for the week: “It was fun taking the guys to sauna 
and taking them to eat traditional Finnish reindeer. That was the best 
part.” 

The Avalanche will be back at a full practice tomorrow at 11am at the 
Family Sports Center. A decent number of guys were out there today, 
including Andrew Cogliano, whose hand had us worried for a bit there, 
but he’s a tough customer. 
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Dater's Daily: Aube-Kubel Levels Kane, NHL News And Notes  

 

Brennan Vogt 

3-4 minutes 08/11/2022 

 

The Avalanche will get back at it today with an optional practice at 11 am 
at Family Sports Center. I have a feeling about half of the team will be 
there, as they still will be adjusting to being back in Colorado. My plan for 
the day is to finally get to a practice in person. The last one I was able to 
go to was on October 21st, the day of the Seattle game. I just want to get 
back to the normal routine of practices and games every other day. But, 
former Avalanche Nicolas Aube-Kubel released some karma on Evander 
Kane in his Capitals debut and more! 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel Karma 

Washington Hockey Now: In his first game after being picked up on 
waivers from Toronto, Aube-Kubel levels Evander Kane in an open ice 
hit. Karma for the Edmonton series? 

Nathan MacKinnon 

Colorado Hockey Now: In case you missed it, Nathan MacKinnon 
received the Second Star of the Week. 

National Hockey Now 

Florida Hockey Now: Tropical Storm Nichole could impact the Panthers-
Hurricanes game game on Wednesday. 

Montreal Hockey Now: The Canadiens may be forced to make a move as 
Mike Matheson returns from injury. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Penguins are having the same problem that 
the Avalanche had, they cannot kill a penalty. 

Calgary Hockey Now: The Flames are having issues closing out games. 

Philly Hockey Now: Rasmus Ristiolainen is already in the doghouse with 
new coach John Tortorella. 

Around The League 

Actor Ryan Reynolds has a very high interest in buying the Ottawa 
Senators and confirmed it on The Tonight Show. 

Brennan is an aspiring sports writer just getting started in the industry. He 
is also an intern writer for Full Press Coverage. Brennan has lived in 
Colorado his whole life and is a graduate in History at Colorado State 
University. He loves rock and metal music, especially the band Papa 
Roach. 
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NHL99: Steven Stamkos evolved from a scorer into a complete player — 
and champion 

 

Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith 

16-20 minutes 09/11/2022 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The night Steven Stamkos did something he had never 
done before, he thought about those who at some point thought he was 
done. 
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Stamkos had just sealed the first 100-point season of his NHL career. It 
was April 26, 2022, against the Blue Jackets. The milestone capped an 
emotional week in which he also broke the Lightning franchise career 
points record set by mentor and good friend Martin St. Louis. 

“I’m just more proud of the fact that I probably proved a lot of people 
wrong,” Stamkos said that night. 

By now, Stamkos’ place in the game is very much secure. The two-time 
Stanley Cup champion is likely headed to the Hockey Hall of Fame, and 
he is ranked No. 75 on The Athletic’s NHL99 project of the top 100 
players of the post-expansion era. You can make an argument he’ll go 
down as one of the best captains this game has seen, and everyone will 
be watching his chase for goal No. 500, with Stamkos just 12 goals short 
entering Friday’s game at Washington. 

But just a few years ago, some wondered whether Stamkos’ best days 
were behind him, if he’d be relegated to the wing in more of a power 
play/scoring role. Had all the serious injuries — the broken leg, the blood 
clot, the core surgeries — taken their toll? The captain heard the 
whispers, even from within his own organization. The fall after Stamkos 
hoisted the Cup in 2020, it’s believed Tampa Bay asked him about his 
no-move clause. The next season, Stamkos finished the playoffs 13th on 
the team in ice time, ninth among forwards. 

“I know how to read the room in terms of different scenarios you’re put in 
or things different people say,” Stamkos said. “It’s not something I’m 
actively seeking. I know if I can feel good about my game, I know the 
player I can be, the impact I can have. It was just nice to have the season 
I had last year and the playoff run and see the success we had as a 
team, especially with key injuries. It’s been gratifying.” 

What’s been most impressive about Stamkos is his evolution. He entered 
the NHL as a special sniper — an 18-year-old No. 1 pick with the skill to 
become a 60-goal scorer and two-time Rocket Richard Trophy winner. 
But he has become a more complete player, knowing he needed to 
bolster every little area, from faceoffs to blocking shots to defending, and 
all those were on full display in an inspiring playoff run last summer. He’s 
also become a more seasoned leader, with one Lightning source saying 
he’s a “completely different human” than he was just four years ago. Pat 
Maroon called Stamkos their “heartbeat” during the 2022 run to the 
Stanley Cup Final. 

“People were counting Tampa Bay out and counting out Steven 
Stamkos,” Maroon said. “How he handled the whole situation … coming 
back out and taking it to another level was incredible.” 

It wasn’t inevitable. Nor was it easy. There were dark moments, mornings 
when Stamkos didn’t want to get out of bed due to his physical struggles. 
He doubted he’d ever be 100 percent again, calling it his “new normal.” 
He wondered what he had done to be “haunted” by unlucky injuries. 

Now the question is, how did he do it? 

“It doesn’t happen overnight,” Stamkos said. “You have to experience it. 
You have to watch and learn and feel what it takes to be a good two-way 
player. Whether it’s faceoffs or blocking shots, everyone has the skill set 
to do those things. But it’s a mindset coming in. 

“Do you want to do those things? If you don’t want to do those things, 
we’ve learned the hard way, our team. But if you do want to do those 
things, we’ve learned how amazing it is when you do. 

“I’m the first one to tell you it’s taken me a while to realize that. It’s taken 
some past failures to realize that. But that’s what growing is. That’s what 
maturing is. That’s what getting better is. It’s constantly evolving.” 

Stamkos will always be remembered for his goal-scoring ability, as he’s 
one of the best of his generation (along with Alex Ovechkin). To illustrate 
his evolution, we’ll take a look at his five favorite goals. 

Entering the league the same year he was drafted, 2008, Stamkos 
surprisingly didn’t score his first goal until his ninth NHL game, when he 
got two. But then they came in bunches. He finished the season with 22, 
and it all started with this deflection of a Vinny Lecavalier shot. 

“The first goal has to be up there,” Stamkos said. “It took longer than I 
hoped for. It’s pretty funny that I tipped a Vinny one-timer on the power 
play. Originally, they announced the goal as Vinny. I knew I tipped it, but I 
didn’t even get the credit on the first announcement. It took a couple TV 
timeouts later for them to correct it and I finally got my moment. It was an 
odd first goal. That was a big weight off my shoulders — a goal you’ll 
always remember.” 

By his second season, Stamkos had established himself as one of the 
league’s top goal-scorers. He hit the 50-goal mark for the first time 
(finishing with 51) and had 95 points in 82 games. He’d score 45 and 60 
in the next two seasons. 

“The first time I scored 50, it was pretty amazing,” Stamkos said. “It was 
at home, on the power play. I think Zenon Konopka was screening in 
front of the net against Florida. Wrister from the point. That was really 
cool. That has to be a top goal.” 

This one wasn’t his flashiest nor his most important goal, but Stamkos 
will always remember it for how unique it was. On the play, Stamkos 
crashed the net and put a shot on goalie Jonas Hiller. Hiller made the 
initial save, but Stamkos, from his back, reached up and batted the 
rebound into the net. He grew up playing baseball — and is a great golfer 
— so his hand-eye coordination is off the charts. This one was just 
instinct. 

“That one against Anaheim when I was falling on my butt, just swatting 
out of the air,” Stamkos said. “I think it was Scott Niedermayer on the ice, 
so that was kind of cool, him being one of the best defensemen of all 
time. So every time I see that highlight, it’s really cool.” 

This one made Stamkos just the 20th player in NHL history to score 60 
goals in a season. There was some tension, as Stamkos was down to 
the final 20 minutes of the season before netting the milestone goal. At 
the end of a shift early in the third period, he darted into the slot and took 
a feed from St. Louis, finishing with a wrist shot. Teddy Purcell joked with 
him on the bench that the puck went off his shin pad and recalled how 
white Stamkos’ face turned. What stood out about the aftermath was the 
sellout crowd in Winnipeg giving Stamkos a standing ovation. 

“That was really special to have Marty assist on it, too,” Stamkos said. 
“Standing ovation in Winnipeg, last game of the season. I’ll always 
remember that one.” 

Stamkos said playoff goals mean the most, and that’s what put this one 
at the top of the list. It’s one of the most iconic goals in Lightning history, 
arguably the biggest in Stamkos’ career (other than perhaps his series-
clinching goal against the Rangers in Game 6 of last season’s Eastern 
Conference final). This goal came during Game 3 of the 2020 Stanley 
Cup Final. Stamkos had made a dramatic return from a core injury that 
had forced him to miss the entire playoffs, and he scored on his first shot, 
a signature wrister from the top of the circle, to give Tampa Bay a 2-0 
lead in an eventual 5-2 win. He only played only 2 minutes, 37 seconds, 
but as owner Jeff Vinik put it, it was the best 2:37 he’s ever seen. 

“That’s probably the biggest goal, in terms of the whole lead to 
everything,” Stamkos said. “It was a long time coming. I put in so much 
work just to get into position to at least try to play. I knew there was a 
chance. I knew I wouldn’t be able to live with myself without giving myself 
a chance to play. I knew I could make an impact but didn’t envision it 
playing out like that. It was a magical moment, that’s for sure.” 

The evolution 

Interestingly, Stamkos’ top-five list does not include the style of goal most 
think of when it comes to his career. 

Since the NHL started tracking shot types in 2009-10, Stamkos has taken 
1,003 slap shots that have either gone on goal, missed or ended up in 
the back of the net. Those slap shots make up more than 27 percent of 
his unblocked shot attempts. That probably doesn’t seem that high — 
until you narrow it to just his efforts on the man advantage. Over 68 
percent of Stamkos’ slap shots have come in power-play situations, and 
he has 80 goals to show for it. That doesn’t even fully encompass his 
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trademark power-play scoring, since not all one-timers classify as 
slappers. 

That’s quintessential Stamkos: a slap shot from his office, the left circle, 
on the power play. When the Lightning are on the advantage and in 
formation, the captain can usually be found with his stick in the air, ready 
to receive the puck and hammer it home. 

Setups for Stamkos’ one-timer have come from all over the ice, whether 
it was St. Louis setting him up earlier in his career, Victor Hedman 
throughout, or Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point in more recent years. 

Those passes, especially cross-seam passes that force a goaltender to 
move laterally, only make Stamkos’ shot more dangerous. It’s 
challenging enough to stop the righty from the ideal left circle shooting 
angle. Add in the puck movement to precede the shot attempt and 
Stamkos’ finishing talent, and it’s something that every opponent has 
struggled to contain despite how predictable it is. 

Only one player is more predictable with his slap shot generation on the 
power play: Ovechkin. The Capitals winger is the only player in the 
league to have converted on more slappers (since the league started 
recording shot types in 2009-10) in all situations than Stamkos, with 156, 
in 103 more games played. Ovechkin is the only player ahead of 
Stamkos (226-179) in goal generation on the man advantage since 
Stamkos started his career, too. 

That power-play production leans so heavily on Stamkos’ slap shot is 
something the Lightning should expect to continue for years to come — 
even as he ages, since players tend to retain that into their 30s. 

While there’s year-to-year consistency in Stamkos’ power-play scoring, 
there are patterns in his even-strength scoring as well. Over the years, 
between the regular season and playoffs, Stamkos has clustered his 
shots to the middle. As much as there’s been consistency in his shot 
locations in the scoring-chance areas, he’s tallied goals in a variety of 
ways — and his own picks for his top five goals are representative of 
that. 

Stamkos has always been a volume shooter, and that’s something that 
likely has helped him remain a strong offensive generator at a stage of 
his career, when most players are expected to start trending down. 

Frequent shooters tend to age better than snipers, but even better bets, 
research has shown, are passers. And that’s a skill set that Stamkos has 
built on to evolve into an even more dynamic offensive threat — one that 
the team can count on for years to come. 

“There are parts of his game that have improved,” Lightning assistant 
coach Jeff Halpern said. “Even the good parts. The biggest thing for me 
is how well he’s done as a passer. Just how he reads the game, reads 
the plays. 

Stamkos wasn’t a bad passer earlier in his career; it just wasn’t the focal 
point. But the forward’s scoring started to trend down between 2014 and 
2016. Two of the worst scoring rates of his career, aside from his rookie 
season, came in 2014-15 and 2015-16. To that point, in all but one year, 
goals made up at least 50 percent of his point totals. 

In 2016-17, that started to shift — with assists carrying more weight in his 
points total. That’s added a level of deception to his game since the 
expectation often is for him to shoot. Now, when defenders cheat toward 
Stamkos, he has more options. 

Just look at last season, when Stamkos had a career-best 106 points and 
the highest scoring rate of his career. Goal-scoring actually made up less 
than 40 percent of that total. While his shot rate dipped, it was still one of 
the best on the Lightning. At the same time, he had an above-average 
rate of primary shot assists at five-on-five. That playmaking was a key 
part of his game, through the regular season and Tampa Bay’s trip back 
to the Stanley Cup Final. 

“When people think of (Stamkos), first they think of him as a goal scorer,” 
Halpern said. “But the plays and passes and the hockey sense (have) 
made his game better and better.” 

And that’s not all he’s added to his repertoire. He has expanded his two-
way efforts, which help him lead on the ice. 

As much as any single goal Stamkos scored in last season’s playoff run, 
teammates remember the sacrifice. They marveled at how often Stamkos 
put his body in front of shots, including when he got hurt in the Panthers 
series, went down the tunnel to the dressing room and then came back. 
He was one of a handful of Lightning players to do that during the game, 
but they took their cue from the captain. 

The buy-in and sacrifice were part of Stamkos’ evolution as a leader. He 
was a captain at a young age and grew into it, learning from Lecavalier, 
St. Louis and others. It’s one thing to chirp teammates about turnovers or 
defensive play, and it’s another to set an example on the ice. 

Off the ice, Stamkos’ motivational moments are the soundtrack of the 
Lightning Stanley Cup runs. Take, for example, the practice the day 
before Game 6 of the 2020 Eastern Conference final against the 
Islanders, when the Lightning were up 3-2. Stamkos came back to the 
rink while his teammates were napping, grabbed one of the coach’s 
whiteboards, flipped it over and poured his heart out. He wrote what a 
special group they had, what the team meant to him and how proud he 
was. 

“It was one of the most heartfelt messages ever,” said former teammate 
Luke Schenn. “It gives you goosebumps. It gives you chills. We walked in 
there and everyone was blown away. How can you not win the game 
after seeing that?” 

Stamkos also delivered a memorable address during last season’s 
playoff run. It was the second intermission of Game 6 of the first round 
against the Maple Leafs, and the Lightning trailed 3-2 after having given 
up two goals in the final 34 seconds of the period. They were 20 minutes 
from elimination. Stamkos got up and told the group, “This is not the night 
this ends.” 

“As you get older and wiser, it’s experience,” Stamkos said. “There’s no 
way to see what the future holds unless you go experience things. I’ve 
experienced playing with great leaders. I’ve experienced playoff failures. 
I’ve experienced the glory. … I’m at a place now where I’m definitely 
comfortable in the role that I’m in. I try to do that every day.” 

Stamkos is in a good place with his role and his place in history. Scoring 
goal No. 500 will likely not be his final milestone. It appears he’s got a lot 
of hockey left in him. 

As for where Stamkos fits on The Athletic’s NHL99 list, he believes that’s 
more than fair, too. 

“Oh, yeah,” Stamkos said, smiling. “That seems pretty amazing to just be 
on that list.” 
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How Calum Ritchie’s curiosity turned him into a top 2023 NHL Draft 
prospect 

 

Scott Wheeler 

17-21 minutes 09/11/2022 

 

OSHAWA, Ont. — Calum Ritchie leaves no stone unturned. 

Not at Limitless Training Systems, the Oakville, Ont., gym where he 
trains under his strength coach, Paul Ferri. Not on the ice with his 
Oshawa Generals or his offseason skills and shooting coach Josh 
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Wrobel. Not even in his diet with his nutritionist, Dr. Callum Cowan, the 
team naturopathic doctor for the Arizona Coyotes and London Knights. 

That’s how Ritchie has always been, and the more you get to know him 
and how he got here — to being the 17-year-old alternate captain of 
those Generals and a potential top-10 pick in the 2023 NHL Draft — the 
more you realize that his prospects have as much to do with his attitude 
and curiosity as they do with his genetics or his skill. 

The first time Generals general manager Roger Hunt saw Ritchie play 
was in Vaughan, Ont., in one of the small number of showcases that took 
place during the pandemic in order to get the 15-year-old prospects 
eligible for the 2021 OHL Priority Selection in front of teams. 

Until then, watching Ritchie and the rest of his draft class had been “a 
real kind of underground thing” where players were distributing links to 
their tape to clubs, or booking ice time whenever restrictions allowed 
(sometimes only to cancel them when restrictions came back into place). 

The summer before his OHL draft year, Ritchie didn’t get on the ice at all 
beyond a few sessions on shooter pads. Once the winter came, he did all 
of his skating on the local outdoor rink, practicing his shot and dusting off 
his gear. 

But late in what should have been his U16 season, when he and his 
Oakville Rangers should have been playing for their league title and 
maybe even the year-end OHL Cup after that, restrictions eased enough 
for him and his teammates to practice with each other and eventually 
participate in those much-needed showcases. 

Though his EliteProspects page lists zero games played in 2020-21, he 
guesses that he played in about 15 by year’s end, with scouts even 
coming by practices to get extra looks. 

Because of that, first impressions mattered. 

And Hunt knew almost right away. At that rink in Vaughan, it didn’t take 
him long before he, his head scout Dan Curry, and his director of hockey 
operations Mike Kelley all turned to each other and said the same thing: 
“He could have played in our league last year.” 

He had everything they were looking for: size, talent, shot, fast motor 
skills in his hands, smarts, competitiveness. 

When they sent the video on to the team’s president and owner, Rocco 
Tullio, he quickly identified the same things. 

“The three things that matter to me as a hockey player is how talented 
you are, how you process the game, and how you compete,” Tullio said. 
“All of those things should mean a lot of success for him if he can stay 
healthy.” 

From that point on, Ritchie became No. 1 on the Generals’ list and they 
hoped that he’d be there when they were up with the No. 2 pick. 

Because of the pandemic, they also couldn’t interview or dig in on as 
many players as they usually would. So they had to be right about the 
few that they did. After doing their due diligence on the draft’s other top 
prospects, settling high on defencemen Cameron Allen and Tristan 
Bertucci, and forwards like Colby Barlow and Ritchie, they kept coming 
back to the latter. 

It became about more than the hockey player they’d seen only a little of 
on the ice, too. 

“Cal was a great interview over Zoom, and we got to see glimpses of the 
personality and how mature he was, and that was it,” Hunt said. 
“Because it’s not easy to get a mature 16-year-old and when you were 
talking to him you felt like you were talking to another adult. Combine that 
with incredible talent and high IQ hockey skills, and you’ve got to think 
you’re in pretty good shape for having a pretty good player.” 

Ferri has been training Ritchie for so long that when he’s asked to 
remember just how long, he has to go back two gyms to 2013, when an 
eight-year-old Calum would have followed his big brother Ethan into a 
workout almost a decade ago. 

At the time, they were both “scrawny little guys.” Now, they’ve both 
“turned into absolute animals.” 

Ethan, now a 20-year-old defenceman with the Sarnia Sting who was 
recently invited to the Sabres’ rookie camp, never stopped leading the 
way and has become “out of control strong” in the gym. 

Calum has always wanted to do everything Ethan could. Last summer, 
that included him asking to be moved up into Ethan’s older group in the 
gym with top prospects like Shane Wright and Luke Evangelista. 
Typically, Ferri wouldn’t move someone as young as Calum up that 
quickly. But Calum’s not any other kid. 

“He’s in the same category as Shane (Wright). He’s a different breed of 
human and a different breed of athlete,” Ferri said. 

Knowing Calum would soak it in and play catchup, Ferri caved. 

“He’s a student. He just wants to ask a ton of questions, almost to the 
point where it’s annoying,” Ferri said. “With a lot of hockey players I find 
that we put the programs on the screen and we run them through it and 
they just do the work because we say to do it. Cal is always asking the 
purpose behind stuff, which is super cool. And he holds the people 
around him accountable. If someone’s messing around or not pulling 
their weight, he’s usually the first to jump on it, which for a young kid is 
not usually something that you see.” 

In time, that attitude pushed Calum to a big summer, adding 10 pounds 
of muscle to bring his frame (which also grew an inch) to 6-foot-2 and 
187 pounds. 

“At first I think he was a little hesitant because it’s not like being on the 
ice. When you’re on the ice, you’re sort of shielded behind your visor. In 
the gym, you’re face-to-face with people. But he carries himself well and 
he’s mature beyond his years so he’s able to adapt to the scenario that 
he’s in,” Ferri said. “To even be able to have the confidence to ask (to be 
moved up) would put most people in a scary situation whereas for him he 
just soaked it all in and asked all the guys questions, and he was talking 
with Shane about world juniors and the Hockey Canada stuff that his 
brother never experienced. And he found his footing in that group, plus 
he’s an exceptional player which is why I allowed him to make that jump. 
And that sort of took him to the next level. He doesn’t have quite as much 
muscle mass as Ethan but he’s still three years behind, which is crazy.” 

Calum became so all-in with Ferri’s program that where there were some 
players who needed to be told to ramp up, he actually needed to be told 
to slow down. 

“He just needs to understand his body a little bit better and get that 
sometimes less is more in terms of the volume of training and skating. 
Him and Ethan are on the ice every day, sometimes twice a day. They 
want to get better so bad that sometimes they’re tired,” Ferri said. “That 
kid does everything he needs to do. Those two kids like, man, they just 
don’t stop.” 

A year before Hunt first saw Ritchie play in that rink in Vaughan, Ritchie 
began skating with Wrobel, who was already by then working with top 
NHL prospects like Brandt Clarke, Jack Quinn, Wright and Evangelista, 
the latter two of whom Ritchie already trained with under Ferri. 

It was towards the end of Ritchie’s time in Bantam hockey, which is 
actually a little younger than Wrobel likes to start working with clients 
because at that age “the top players are the top players with good habits 
or bad habits.” 

But after starting to get to know Ritchie (Calum actually began working 
with Wrobel before Ethan, so they hadn’t been introduced prior) and his 
game, he couldn’t believe that he was a 2005. 

Off the ice, when his mom, Shannon, or dad, Pat (a VP at Suncor, an 
energy company), couldn’t pick him up from their sessions and Wrobel 
would have to drive him home (Wrobel is also from Oakville), he knew 
right away that Ritchie was “mature beyond his years” from their car 
conversation. 
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“When you talk to him, he just processes everything you’re saying, 
whether it’s hockey or not. You can tell he’s a real thinker,” Wrobel said. 
“And I think part of it is because he’s always following his brother around. 
He goes to the gym with his brother, he skates with his brother, through 
the pandemic they worked out every day in the basement, his brother is 
an absolute animal in the gym, it’s street hockey battles every day, and 
you kind of look at him as the same age as Ethan.” 

On the ice, when he began skating the then 15-year-old with his higher-
end OHL guys, they all said what Hunt and his staff had: “He probably 
could have played in the OHL at 15 and been an impact player.” 

When Wrobel began watching Ritchie’s games with his Oakville Rangers, 
Ritchie would also just “do whatever he wanted” and “dance through 
everybody.” 

Wrobel felt that the way he was scoring all of his highlight-reel goals 
wasn’t going to work at the next level though (he was also on a “Super 
Team” in an OMHA loop that Wrobel believed didn’t properly challenge 
him). But getting him to recognize that wasn’t the challenge Wrobel 
thought it might be. 

“With some of these young players who are studs they don’t really want 
to hear it because they don’t really understand ‘Well, what do you mean 
this isn’t going to work?’ He saw what I was trying to get him to do and 
showing him clips of older guys in OHL clips and NHL clips, he just 
became obsessed with that. Like I would see him put it into games right 
away. It was one of the fastest transitions of translatable stuff into games 
of someone that I’ve worked with,” Wrobel said. 

“We would be working on stuff that he didn’t necessarily need in his 
toolbox at that age because he would have gotten away with doing things 
his own way. And then he was doing stuff that guys weren’t even ready 
to read off of. He was on a level of IQ that guys just weren’t there. It was 
‘Hey, I want you trying to get into this spot, or work on this technique, and 
I want you practicing that whether you could have scored the other way 
or not.’” 

Once he did make the jump to the OHL, his willingness to alter his habits 
paid off. In his rookie season, Ritchie became the OHL’s second-most 
productive under-17 player, posting 45 points in 65 games (fourth on the 
Generals in scoring), and another seven points in six playoff games (tied 
for the team lead) to earn a spot on the league’s First All-Rookie Team. 

“Because he got shorted his minor midget year, there was a couple of 
kids in that year that really struggled because they had the mindset of ‘I 
was a really good player in Bantam.’ And he did not skip a beat,” Wrobel 
said. 

Wrobel attributes that success to the time and approach Ritchie took in 
his development before he attributes it to his talent. 

“You can’t keep him off the ice. Like he wants to be on the ice every day. 
There would be days where I wouldn’t have a spot to schedule him in for 
a skate and he would just ask if he could come and use the other end 
and mess around and work on stuff. And you don’t say no to him,” 
Wrobel said, laughing. “So it was ‘OK, come out but I don’t want you 
going hard because it should be a rest day, so come out, stickhandle a 
little bit and shoot some pucks.’ But he just wants to be at the rink.” 

On an off day between games, Ritchie is back at the billet house he 
shares with Generals captain Lleyton Moore. They’ve just returned from 
a bit of an activation, a light skate, and lunch with some of the guys. Now 
the group is settling in to rent the night’s slate of pay-per-view UFC fights. 

When the voice on the other end of the phone relays some of what Hunt, 
Ferri, Tullio and Wrobel have said about him — and asks where the 
curiosity, dedication, and love for the sport come from, specifically — he 
points first to all the people who’ve made him who he is. 

His passion for hockey, he says, comes from his dad, who played AAA 
hockey and Canadian university hockey at Wilfrid Laurier University. 
When he wasn’t at the rink growing up, he and his dad were out in the 
driveway practicing. 

He was never one of those kids who cried when his parents first put him 
in skates. He loved it right from three years old. He wasn’t one of the 
many AAA hockey players of nowadays who never never actually took 
much interest in watching the sport, either. Ritchie knew every team and 
watched every game he was allowed to, memorizing stats and spitting 
them out on a whim, and following the Leafs and the Penguins like a 
religion (today, he calls himself only a Leafs fan, but he loved Sidney 
Crosby growing up). 

He credits Ethan for making him better in all aspects of his life. Ethan has 
always been “way stronger (and) faster” and Calum has always tried to 
both catch up in the gym and on the ice and pattern his day-to-day habits 
after his big brother’s. 

He credits Ferri for sending him and Ethan equipment during that 
pandemic so that they could work out in their basement together. He 
insists because of that gear, he was able to put on 30 pounds during 
quarantine — and that the lost pandemic season actually really helped 
him with his development rather than hurt it. 

It’s clear in the excitement with which he talks about his work with Wrobel 
that Wrobel wasn’t kidding when he called Ritchie a thinker. He’ll tell you 
about how despite the fact that he’s so much bigger and stronger now 
than he was when he first began working with Wrobel in Bantam, Wrobel 
transitioned him from the 75 flex stick he used in minor hockey to a 70 
flex shaft. He’ll tell you about the changes Wrobel helped him make to 
the curve he uses and even the length of his stick. He’ll tell you Wrobel 
has also taught him how to pull pucks into his feet in a variety of ways, or 
even pick up rimmed pucks off the boards differently. He’ll tell you about 
how they’re constantly reviewing tape. 

On the ice, they’ve worked on “taking a bit off of” his shot because 
Wrobel found he was trying to shoot it too hard instead of placing it in the 
net (where to shoot on goalies in certain situations is a big part of 
Wrobel’s teachings) or getting it off quickly. Wrobel has also helped him 
think about spacing and timing in new ways in order to get him into areas 
where he’s likely to be open in games. 

“All of those little details and fine tuning have helped my game and 
helped get me to where I am today,” Ritchie said. “(Wrobel) changed the 
way I shoot. I had a decent shot but after working with him I think I can 
say I have a really good shot now. And the way I shot before, it’s not 
even close to the way I shoot the puck now.” 

Yet when those around him are asked for the role they played in his 
development, they scoff. 

It was Ritchie who asked Ferri to be moved up a group in the gym. 

It’s Ritchie who pesters Wrobel for ice time when he’s not in the 
schedule. It’s Ritchie who goes home from an on-ice shooting session to 
shoot more pucks in his driveway until his childhood garage is “just 
mangled” with “boarded up windows” and “holes that you could see 
through.” 

It was Ritchie whose first impression on new Generals head coach Derak 
Laxdal (a coach for nine seasons with the Stars organization before this 
year) made him his alternate captain at 17. 

It was Ritchie who left that Zoom call first impression on Hunt, not 
anyone else. 

“You’re either a leader or you’re not. Sometimes you lead by your ability, 
sometimes you lead by your work ethic, and I think with him he combines 
those things. He’s not a rah-rah guy but he gets respect from people so 
that when he does say something, A. He means it or B. He’s right,” Hunt 
said. 

When Tullio recently fielded calls from Stars head coach Pete DeBoer or 
NHL Central Scouting director Dan Marr, it was Ritchie the kid that he 
wanted to tell him about as much as Ritchie the player. 

He’s a quiet kid but he’s focussed, he does all the right things, he’s 
mature beyond his years, and he’s a good, good kid. He doesn’t give us 
any problems, he understands the importance of making decisions off the 
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ice, all of it. He has been really good,” Tullio said. “He’s an interesting kid 
and he’s got the whole package.” 

It was Ritchie who, after returning from leading the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in 
scoring with 10 points in five games to lead Canada to a gold medal this 
summer, told Hunt that he “got a few bounces.” 

“I was like ‘Look, I could have those same few bounces, or somebody 
else could, and they wouldn’t score. You find out ways to make this puck 
cross that line and you’ve got an incredible gift to be able to do it.’ The 
scoring, like it is for most elite players when they’re young, is the easy 
part. He’s got an ability to score. He’s elusive. Now he’s getting the full 
200-foot game. I’m telling you right now, whoever gets him in the NHL is 
going to be really happy with their draft. It’s an exciting product on the 
ice,” Hunt said. 

It’s Ritchie who, after hearing about the practices used by Mark Scheifele 
and Nathan MacKinnon in their nutrition on a podcast, got his blood 
tested to see which foods react in certain ways with his body. It’s Ritchie 
who, after getting those results back, cut gluten, dairy, and rice products 
out of his diet, first altogether and now never three days before a game 
while he tries to slowly reintroduce them. 

“I think that (the dietary changes) has really helped me over the last little 
bit here. Nutrition is extremely important. Any advantage that I can get, I 
try to take,” Ritchie said. 

And when you put all of those things about Ritchie together, Wrobel says 
there’s nothing to poke holes in. 

“You have a 6-foot-2 centre who plays all four corners, has the dynamic 
flashy skill but a high level of hockey IQ too where he doesn’t force plays. 
And the scary thing to me is that this kid’s going to fill out. To see the 
frame and to know that his brother is built, and to know that Cal is going 
to fill out, that is a scary player,” Wrobel said. “And I really don’t think he 
has even shown yet what he’s capable of.” 
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Claude Giroux? Brent Burns? Phil Kessel? Revisiting their Hall of Fame 
cases 

 

Sean McIndoe 

14-17 minutes 09/11/2022 

 

It’s Hockey Hall of Fame time, with the class of 2022 being honored all 
week leading up to Monday’s big induction gala. Roberto Luongo, Henrik 
and Daniel Sedin, Daniel Alfredsson and Riikka Sallinen are all worthy 
honorees in the player category, and the Hall is finally recognizing Herb 
Carnegie as a builder. It’s a great chance to look back and reflect on 
some true greats. 

It’s also a chance to look ahead, and try to figure out which players might 
join Luongo and friends in the Hall some day. That sort of debate is half 
the fun when it comes to a hall of fame, and I’ve never turned down an 
opportunity to weigh in. One of my favorite pieces to write each year 
around this time is the one where I take a look at some active players 
and try to figure out if they’re on an HHOF path. 

I’m going to do it again this year, but with a twist. Rather than coming up 
with new names, I’m going to revisit a half-dozen players that I’ve looked 
at over the years. Each of them was a borderline call at the time, and 
each is still active today. We’ll look at where their case stood a few years 
ago, what’s happened since, and whether they’re trending up or down. 
Then we’ll head down to the comment section, where you will yell at me 

about my wrong opinions and be mad that I didn’t include your favorite 
non-active player in a post that is only about active players. 

As an added bonus, I’m also going to enlist some impartial help. Paul 
Pidutti has developed a model to produce “a comprehensive measure of 
HHOF worthiness” for players, based on a variety of factors including 
stats, honors, international play, longevity and peak. He’s been tweeting 
his player cards from his Twitter account at @AdjustedHockey and his 
website at AdjustedHockey.com includes a detailed explanation of how 
the system works. No model is perfect, obviously, but it’s fun to be able 
to look at a case from a different angle, and Paul has graciously agreed 
to check in on our six candidates and share what his numbers say. 

Phil Kessel 

The last time we looked: At the end of the 2018-19 season, Kessel’s last 
with the Penguins. 

The case at the time: Kessel had two Cup rings and a Masterton, had 
been robbed of a Conn Smythe, plus he was on pace to “cruise by the 
1,000-point mark, maybe by a decent amount.” He was also just three 
years away from breaking the ironman record held by Doug Jarvis. 

My verdict back then: I didn’t see him making the cut, partly because I 
couldn’t see anyone on the HHOF committee really going to bat for him. I 
did write that “if he can keep scoring near a point-per-game rate for a few 
more years, he’ll make it interesting”. 

What’s changed since: Kessel spent the last three seasons in Arizona, 
which was great for his poker game but didn’t exactly boost his visibility. 
His numbers have been OK, but he hasn’t had the sort of late-career 
boost you might hope for. He still hasn’t hit that 1,000-point plateau and 
might not get there this season, and 500 goals is no longer in the realm 
of possibility. 

That said, Kessel’s case has two things working for it. First, he’s on the 
Golden Knights now, and they look like a legitimate Cup contender, so 
another long playoff run could resurface his case. More importantly, he 
did indeed break that ironman record, although it belonged to Keith 
Yandle instead of Jarvis by the time Kessel got there. He’s about to 
become the only NHL player to ever hit the 1,000 consecutive game 
mark, which is pretty ridiculous for anyone, let alone a guy who spent his 
whole career being told he was an out-of-shape schlub. 

Which way the case is trending: The ironman record gives him a 
signature accomplishment to build his candidacy around. But the 
offensive numbers have slowed more than we’d hoped, and at 35 we 
can’t pencil him in for much more production like we could a few years 
ago. Even with the record, I think his chances have dipped. 

Adjusted Hockey says: “His Adjusted Pace is quietly 30 goals/40 
assists/70 points, equal to Darryl Sittler’s. While there are 21 active 
forwards ahead of him, his playoff heroics and legend as the ‘everyman’ 
ironman boosts a borderline statistical case.” 

Claude Giroux 

The last time we looked: Early in the 2019-20 season, when Giroux was 
a 31-year-old lifelong Flyer. 

The case at the time: He was a good player who’d very briefly been in 
the “best in the league” conversation and had three top-five Hart finishes. 
He’d just about always been a tier or two behind the Crosbys and 
McDavids of the world, but could still be Hall-worthy in the same way that 
guys like Dale Hawerchuk and Denis Savard were during the 
Gretzky/Lemieux era. That said, he hadn’t even cracked 800 career 
points yet, so he still had work to do. 

My verdict back then: He wasn’t there yet but was on track to be a coin 
flip. I wondered if one more star-level season could put him over the 
edge, and compared his case to Ryan Getzlaf. 

What’s changed since: He’s no longer a Flyer, having a quick stop in 
Florida before joining Ottawa. Bouncing around late in a career seems to 
hurt some borderline cases, although the hometown boy narrative with 
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the Senators probably negates that. The bigger issue is that one more 
big season hasn’t come yet, although last year’s 65 points wasn’t bad. 

Which way the case is trending: At 34 and with a few more productive 
seasons presumably coming in Ottawa, Giroux seems like a good bet to 
pass 1,000 points and could even crack 1,100. The goal totals won’t be 
impressive, but he’s always been a playmaker so that shouldn’t hurt 
much. 

In the end, I think the Getzlaf comparison holds up. If the long-time Duck 
gets in, that opens the door. 

Adjusted Hockey says: “Giroux has quietly built a fabulous career, but 
remains in the ‘Hall of Very Good’ by the numbers. Every two-time Hart 
finalist in history is in the HHOF, and Giroux has finished third, fourth and 
fourth. Worth a deeper dive when all is said and done.” 

Nicklas Backstrom 

The last time we looked: Back in 2018-19, when he was 31 but already 
fourth in career assists among active players. He was coming off a 74-
point season and had even started to get a smattering of Selke love for 
this two-way game. 

The case at the time: Backstrom had a case as the best pure playmaker 
of his era apart from Sidney Crosby and Joe Thornton. While he hadn’t 
hit the 100-point heights he’d reached a decade earlier, he was still 
churning along at nearly a point-per-game pace. 

My verdict back then: I didn’t think he was a lock yet, although a lot of 
you in the comments sure did. Instead, I said he’d probably need to get 
to 1,200 points to be a sure thing. And he was on track to get there, as 
long as he stayed healthy. 

What’s changed since: He didn’t stay healthy. After two more reasonably 
productive seasons, Backstrom’s hip problems have cost him a big chunk 
of last year and all of this one so far. The surgery he had last offseason 
has a lengthy recovery time, and there’s no guarantee that he plays this 
year. There’s really no guarantee that he plays again at all, or of what 
sort of player he’ll be if he does return. 

Which way the case is trending: Down, sadly, because this is almost 
entirely injury-related. Backstrom did cross the 1,000-point mark last 
season, so he’s got one major milestone for the Hall to consider. And it’s 
become well-accepted that players whose careers are cut short by injury 
receive some credit for what might have been. Is Backstrom good 
enough to get the same sort of benefit of the doubt that the committee 
gave guys like Paul Kariya, Cam Neely and Peter Forsberg? Here’s 
hoping he can come back strong and we don’t need to find out, but right 
now I’m not sure he has a strong enough case. 

Adjusted Hockey says: “His whopping 83 Adjusted Point Pace is HHOF-
quality, but only includes 22 goals, making it a bit hollow. With a lack of 
award love, he likely faces a longer-term path, but is certainly a star and 
worth a deeper look.” 

Mark Giordano 

The last time we looked: Pretty much exactly one year ago, when 
Giordano had just gone from Calgary to Seattle in the expansion draft 
and been named the first captain in Kraken history. 

The case at the time: He had a Norris Trophy, which has typically been a 
pre-punched ticket to the Hall for everyone other than Randy Carlyle. But 
other than that, his case was very borderline. 

My verdict back then: I was a narrow no but left the door open if he could 
write a Marc-Andre Fleury-style success story as the first face of an 
expansion team. 

What’s changed since: He became a Maple Leaf, so now he’s in. 

Or is he? There’s been a longstanding narrative out there with hockey 
fans that playing for the Leafs makes somebody an HHOF lock, but does 
it? Doug Gilmour had 1,400 points and still had to wait five years. Eric 
Lindros waited six. Dave Andreychuk and his 640 goals waited nearly a 

decade. The committee’s stubbornness on Pat Burns was disgraceful. 
Curtis Joseph still isn’t in, and somehow Alexander Mogilny isn’t either. 
Other than maybe Mats Sundin going in on the first ballot instead of 
waiting a year or two, who’s the modern Maple Leaf that got an easy ride 
from the committee? Maybe Joe Nieuwendyk, who had all of one season 
in Toronto? If there’s a bias, then if anything it seems to go the other 
way. 

Yeah, I just wanted to work that rant in here. As far as Giordano, it’s fair 
to say that the Seattle thing didn’t end up boosting his case much. 

Which way the case is trending: It’s only been a year, but nothing has 
happened that changed his chances. 

Adjusted Hockey says: “Despite the fact that only one eligible Norris 
winner is outside the HHOF, Giordano’s statistical case remains light. 
Having his first full season at age 26 hurts his case in what has been a 
wonderful, classy career.” 

Brent Burns 

The last time we looked: Back in 2019-20, when Burns was 34 and 
coming off a year where he was second in Norris balloting. 

The case at the time: Burns is another former Norris winner, and unlike 
Giordano, he also has multiple other seasons as a finalist. His peak had 
been relatively short compared to some HHOFers, but he’d been 
arguably the best blueliner in the league during it. He was still 200 points 
behind some of the most recent offensive defensemen to make it in, so 
there was ground to cover. 

My verdict back then: I had him headed toward induction as long as he 
didn’t see a sharp drop in production and/or run into late-career injury 
trouble. 

What’s changed since: Burns is with the Hurricanes now, and his days as 
a Norris candidate seem to be done. But he’s still a very effective player, 
one who’s stayed reasonably productive into his late-30s, and he’s 
passed Hall-of-Famers like Rob Blake and Sergei Zubov in career 
scoring. Those totals are inflated a bit because some of Burns’ career 
was spent at forward, but he also played in a lower-scoring era, so that 
probably washes out. 

Which way the case is trending: He was on track three years ago and I 
don’t see anything that’s happened since to change that. He’s not a lock 
yet, but he’s probably the strongest bet of anyone on today’s list. 

Adjusted Hockey says: “Burns is qualified by the numbers, still 
contributing, and an extremely fun player. He was a top-10 defenseman 
for six straight years, including a three-year run(!!) as the No. 1 blueliner 
in the league.” 

Ryan Suter 

The last time we looked: Back in 2019-20, when he was 34 and heading 
into his eighth season in Minnesota, a team he would always play for 
because buying out his contract would be impossible. 

The case at the time: Suter had been very good for a long time, getting 
Norris votes in 10 straight seasons. But you could question whether he’d 
ever been truly great, with just one year as an All-Star or Norris finalist. 
This made him a frustrating candidate for the peak vs. longevity crowd. 
You could make the case that he was another Doug Wilson or Rob 
Blake, but also that he was a classic Hall of Very Good guy like Eric 
Desjardins or Kevin Hatcher. Or his uncle Gary Suter, for that matter. 

My verdict back then: I said I’d vote no but could see him getting in, and 
was hoping that the next few years would nudge us one way or another. 

What’s changed since: Not much, other than that Suter did get bought 
out and is now in Dallas. At 37, he doesn’t get Norris votes anymore — 
his last one came in 2019 — but he’s still eating big ice time on a very 
good team. 

Which way the case is trending: I’m not sure it is. If you thought he was a 
classic steady hand who deserved consideration three years ago, you 
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haven’t seen anything to change your mind. If you didn’t think his peak 
was good enough, it’s long since past. And if you were confused and 
hoping for some clarity, I don’t think he’s provided any. 

Adjusted Hockey says: “Suter has had a steady, sneaky-great career. 
Lower offensive totals and a lack of playoff resume to date have him 
outside.” 

So there’s the update on six tough calls, all of which are still, well, tough 
calls. 

There were some guys who improved their chances enough that I don’t 
think they’re debatable anymore. Marc-Andre Fleury is one. I thought he 
was on the way but not a lock in 2018-19, but he’s since added a Vezina 
and moved into the third spot on the all-time wins list, so he’s going to be 
in. I think the way the still-technically-active Shea Weber’s career ended 
moves him from tougher-call-than-you-think territory to close to a lock. 
And I spawned a heated comment section debate by suggesting that 
Patrice Bergeron wasn’t a lock yet in 2019 when he had just over 800 
points and four Selkes. He’s since added a fifth to go with two runner-up 
finishes and is about to crack 1,000 points, so he’s moved into sure-thing 
territory (if he wasn’t already). 

Let me know who else you think is worth debating, or who you think is an 
easy call one way or another that you want to sell us on. Want to revisit 
other names, like Eric Staal or Corey Perry? Have thoughts on 
somebody we haven’t mentioned, like Joe Pavelski or John Tavares? 
Still mad about Kevin Lowe and Guy Carbonneau and just looking for a 
place to vent about it? Awesome, let’s go fight in the comments section. 
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Ryan Reynolds wants a piece of the Ottawa Senators. The NHL needs to 
make sure it happens 

 

Ian Mendes 

7-9 minutes 09/11/2022 

 

For nearly five minutes on Tuesday evening, Brady Tkachuk stood near 
his locker stall and fielded questions about the Ottawa Senators’ 6-4 loss 
to the Vancouver Canucks.  

Tkachuk wore a grim expression on his face for most of the session, a 
clear indication that the current six-game losing streak is not sitting well 
with the captain. Many of Tkachuk’s answers were laced with passion as 
he spoke about the current state of the team.  

He used the word “frustrating” to open and close his first answer.  

At one point, he bluntly stated, “Everybody in here hates losing. It’s not 
fun.” 

But at the very end of the media scrum, Tkachuk’s eyes suddenly 
brightened with a new line of questioning. His expression changed and 
the more affable version of Tkachuk — the one we usually deal with — 
reappeared.  

And the question that changed his tone? 

Was it a bit of a distraction to have Ryan Reynolds show up on Tuesday 
night? 

“I think it’s great. He’s got interest in the team and I think it would be 
great for the community,” Tkachuk said. “You can see the fans really 
enjoyed it too. So to have somebody like him kind of have interest in us, 
it’s pretty cool to see.” 

There are few things that can distract a passionate and angry hockey 
market and its captain from a six-game losing streak. But an A-list 
celebrity suddenly being on the radar to buy your NHL franchise is 
certainly one of them. We’ll have plenty of time to wallow in the misery of 
defensive breakdowns and questionable roster decisions. Heck, I’ve 
probably written that column a dozen times in the calendar year 2022. 

But in the midst of this abysmal losing streak, we need to take a brief 
moment and appreciate what is unfolding in front of our eyes.  

In the span of a week, Reynolds’ interest in the Senators has gone from 
a vague single emoji on Twitter to a full-court press. And on Tuesday 
evening, he dropped into the Canadian Tire Centre, where he was given 
a massive ovation when he was welcomed in the first TV timeout of the 
contest.  At ice level, Senators players were banging their sticks against 
the boards to join the chorus of applause inside the arena.  

“I’ve definitely enjoyed some of the movies he’s been in,” said Tkachuk. 
“So to see him live was pretty cool.” 

This surprise appearance in Ottawa came less than 24 hours after 
Reynolds appeared on The Tonight Show and publicly expressed his 
interest in owning a portion of the team.  

“I am trying to do that,” Reynolds told host Jimmy Fallon. “It’s very 
expensive. So I need a partner with really deep pockets.” 

As we’ve reported for several months in this space, there are multiple 
parties interested in purchasing the Senators and keeping them in 
Ottawa. It stands to reason that all of them would connect with Reynolds 
now, as the actor is clearly putting his cards on the table for everybody to 
see. 

In usual circumstances, Gary Bettman doesn’t like this type of 
showmanship from potential owners who are outside of the NHL circle. If 
we’re following the typical league playbook, it feels like splashy PR 
campaigns and media appearances drastically reduce an outsider’s 
chances of joining the NHL’s inner sanctum.  

But during a media session on Tuesday night in Winnipeg, Bettman 
seemed to embrace the fact that Reynolds is publicly showing interest in 
being part of the Senators franchise. 

“Listen, anything that engages the fan base, that brings a lot of attention 
to the franchise or the team is a plus,” said Bettman. “He’s a very popular 
and well-respected person.” 

Bettman’s response feels like a stark departure from the usual script, 
where newcomers are kept at arm’s length until a thorough vetting 
process has concluded. But Reynolds doesn’t fit the mould of a typical 
prospective NHL owner. He’s not a wealthy hi-tech entrepreneur who is 
trying to become a household name by owning an NHL franchise.  

Instead, Reynolds is already a household name and arguably the 
brightest star in the Hollywood galaxy.  

In this case, it would be the Senators using Reynolds’ stardom to build 
their brand. Not the other way around.  

The NHL sphere — especially at the corporate level — is full of 
milquetoast personalities who generate little buzz and excitement. The 
board of governors meetings could certainly use an injection of Reynolds’ 
star power. Over the past week alone, the Senators and the NHL have 
ended up with significant mentions in People magazine and The Tonight 
Show.  

Sure, the Senators have enjoyed brief brushes with celebrities before.  

There was the time Rihanna inexplicably wore a Sens jersey as a fashion 
statement. 

Matthew Perry briefly sported a Senators shirt in the movie The Whole 
Nine Yards. 

And of course, Carrie Underwood spent some time in Ottawa when Mike 
Fisher played for the Senators.  
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But all of these were fleeting moments. 

Reynolds, meanwhile, is looking to own a piece of the Senators and 
ostensibly become a significant voice for the franchise. As a content 
producer, Reynolds could probably dream up imaginative ways to market 
the hockey team to a much wider fan base.  

The Senators have always suffered from “little sibling syndrome,” 
geographically stuck in between the two most storied Original Six 
franchises in Montreal and Toronto. But bringing Reynolds on board 
could help alter that power dynamic. It won’t erase the decades of history 
those franchises have on Ottawa, but it will significantly change the 
perception of Ottawa as the sleepy, boring government town that fun 
forgot. Even the most obstinate Canadiens or Maple Leafs fan would 
concede that Reynolds owning a piece of the Senators would improve 
Ottawa’s street credit in NHL circles.  

Reynolds likely has a vision and a plan for how to make this work, with 
his ownership stake in the Wrexham soccer club serving as a good 
template for embracing the underdog mantra.  

And the fact that Reynolds wants to buy a piece of the Ottawa Senators 
because he has a personal connection to the city should not be lost on 
anybody. He’s made it clear on a number of occasions that spending 
time in Vanier as a teenager had a profound effect on him. And 
Tuesday’s surprise cameo in Ottawa makes it feel like Reynolds wouldn’t 
be an absentee owner in this market. 

The Senators’ financial picture has always felt like a house of cards, with 
financial instability and attendance issues putting them just a notch or 
two above Arizona in the minds of many hockey fans. Just imagine if a 
celebrity of Reynolds’ stature suddenly expressed an interest in 
purchasing a stake in the Coyotes. It would seem unfathomable.  

But that’s the gift the Senators have been given this week.  

Reynolds doesn’t need the Senators. The Senators need him.  

But the most important thing is that Reynolds wants the Senators. 

And that should be enough for any prospective ownership group to make 
sure that Reynolds has a stake — and a voice — in the Senators moving 
forward.  

As his media scrum concluded on Tuesday, Tkachuk was asked if 
Reynolds came by the Ottawa dressing room after the game.  

“No, we didn’t see him,” Tkachuk said. “Maybe down the road potentially 
we can see him.” 

If the NHL is smart, they’ll make sure that’s a reality for Tkachuk and his 
teammates. 
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ESPN / Revisiting Jack Eichel trade, Devils' hot start and other rumblings 
around NHL 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

We're three weeks away from Thanksgiving -- usually an all-important 
marker in the NHL. 

In the salary cap era, if you're in a playoff spot on the holiday, history 
says you have more than a 75% chance of making the postseason. It's 
an indicator many front offices swear by, and will dictate how teams 
conduct business for the rest of the season -- be it player additions, 

subtractions, or even coaching and management changes. Since the 
season began a week later than usual, those decisions may be pushed 
back. It's still early, but here are some of the biggest stories percolating 
around the NHL early in the 2022-23 season. 

World Cup of Hockey on ice? 

There was a lot of optimism for the World Cup of Hockey returning in 
February 2024. According to multiple sources, that date is now in 
jeopardy -- and the tournament could be pushed back. We should know 
an answer by the end of the month. This weekend is key, as the NHL, 
NHLPA and IIHF representatives will all be present in Toronto for Hall of 
Fame festivities and are expected to continue discussions and hopefully 
firm up answers. 

However if solutions aren't found soon, it would make February 2024 
unrealistic. The logistics for the tournament are complicated. It will occur 
midseason for the NHL. There are expected to be early-round games in 
Europe; the final rounds would be in North America. If the NHL helps 
stage a tournament, it wants to do it right. 

One of the biggest issues is the participation of Russian players as the 
war in Ukraine continues on. The IIHF has banned Russia from 
international events, but the NHL and NHLPA were hopeful that they 
could find a solution -- such as having Russian athletes compete under a 
neutral name or flag. However, some participating countries have said 
that's not satisfactory, and have advocated that no Russian players 
participate at all. Other remaining issues: The IIHF's top business 
partners have also expressed trepidation over holding the tournament in 
the middle of the NHL season. And the NHL is still in negotiations over 
broadcast rights in North America. 

Devils competing now and building for later 

As Devils coach Lindy Ruff was introduced to the crowd at the home 
opener last month, he was booed by some. Then the Devils lost for the 
second straight game, 5-2. 

"It sucked, it was terrible to hear that. The first Sunday of the season was 
not fun for me at all," GM Tom Fitzgerald said. "But by no means is that 
going to persuade me on any decisions. It's a tough market. Yankees 
fans booed Aaron Judge in the playoffs after he hit 62 home runs. 
Coaches have been booed in New Jersey before Lindy, too. The one 
thing that helps is winning." 

And that's exactly what the Devils have done. New Jersey is one of the 
NHL's biggest surprises, atop the Metropolitan Division at 9-3. Fitzgerald 
credits a commitment to team defense as the biggest reason. But the 
offseason moves have paid off. 

"John Marino is better than I anticipated," Fitzgerald said. And Vitek 
Vanecek has been an important 1B goalie, especially as Mackenzie 
Blackwood is shelved with yet another injury. Blackwood is being further 
evaluated by doctors Tuesday, but early word is that he sustained a mid- 
to low-grade sprained MCL, which should sideline him for three to six 
weeks 

• The Devils were dealt a blow when their biggest offseason signing -- 
two-time Stanley Cup champion Ondrej Palat -- underwent groin surgery 
after just six games. While Fitzgerald says Palat's impact is still felt off 
the ice -- setting an example for young players -- it doesn't sound like the 
Devils will use the LTIR space to add short-term help. And even if their 
success continues, it doesn't sound like the Devils will be in the market 
for any late-season rentals. 

Fitzgerald said he has been working the phones for "hockey trades" (like 
the John Marino for Ty Smith deal) but it's against his philosophy to bring 
in a player for a few months to help out, especially where his team is in 
their evolution. 

"I believe you build a team over the summer versus over the trade 
deadline," Fitzgerald said. "I was a trade deadline acquisition twice. One 
time I left two young boys behind [at home], the other time I left three 
young boys behind. It's really hard on the player. I was also [in 
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management] in Pittsburgh when we acquired James Neal midseason. 
He tried, but it was just too quick of an ask and he couldn't do what he 
needed to do. When he was able to stay the summer and get work in 
with guys like Evgeni Malkin, you saw a much better version of him the 
following year." 

While the Devils have some needs -- including wanting to get bigger -- 
Fitzgerald said he is not "picking up something just to add." 

"We have been talking about player development for a while, now we 
owe it to these kids to see what we have," Fitzgerald said. "They're 
assets, whether they help us here or help us get players here." 

The Devils haven't given a timeline, but I heard it's looking like anywhere 
from two to three months for Palat. "When we get Ondrej back, that's just 
a luxury," Fitzgerald said. 

Status of Blackhawks' rebuild 

When the Blackhawks went on a four-game winning streak early in 
October, people kept asking Chicago GM Kyle Davidson one thing: "Are 
you happy?" Because this isn't according to plan. The Blackhawks aren't 
supposed to be good this season. They've been transparent about it. 
They're in a rebuild. 

"It's funny because it goes against what some people thought we were 
going to be," Davidson says. "Everyone is focused on the draft, right? But 
we're trying to do the best thing for the team and organization every 
night, and that's putting a hardworking effort on the ice. Every night we 
show up, we want to win. We're not putting a team on the ice that we 
expect to lose. Wherever we end up in the standings, it's our job and our 
scouting staff's job to find talent from that point." 

The one thing I have heard consistently about Chicago from players and 
player agents is that the vibes around the locker room are more positive 
than last year. Winning helps. There's been a buy-in to the blue-collar 
style Luke Richardson and his staff have implemented. But the 
organization, despite their goals of a long-term build, have made sure 
everyone feels appreciated through the process. For example, the team 
stayed an extra night on their California trip. The players golfed at Pebble 
Beach while the staff got a day in Napa. That's not an insignificant 
expense. But it can have a significant impact. 

• Davidson is not putting a timeline on Patrick Kane to make a decision 
on where -- if at all -- he'd like to be traded. Asked whether he has had 
any conversations with other teams on Kane, Davidson was emphatic: 
"Zero. Zero conversations." Since it's expected to be a complicated trade 
-- including a waived no-move clause, and probable retention of salary -- 
Davidson said he "didn't foresee anything soon." On where things stand 
with Jonathan Toews, Davidson said: "We're just glad he's back and 
feeling good and producing." I've heard that some teams are looking at 
Toews, especially given the start he's having (seven goals in 12 games). 
Like Kane, Toews has a NMC, so it's up to him if he wants to leave (and 
where). 

I have heard some people around the league wonder about Seth Jones' 
availability. Jones' contract ($9.5 million cap hit through 2029-30) is more 
intriguing with the salary cap potentially rising by $4 million this summer. 
Davidson poured some cold water on that. He said every conversation 
his front office has had about future plans has included Jones. "Seth is a 
big part of what we're doing here moving forward," he said. "We feel 
really lucky to have Seth on our team and on our team long-term." Now if 
a team calls with an offer on Jones that blows them away, the 
Blackhawks will listen, but they're not going out shopping him. And that's 
exactly where Davidson expects to be by the March 3 trade deadline for 
his entire roster. "Given the situation we're in, we're going to be a team 
that certainly listens," Davidson said. "They have to be things that are 
advantageous for us, but we'll see how it shakes out. The one thing we're 
always going to have our eyes on is building the right way." 

Price will be high for Senators 

The Ottawa Senators are for sale, and it's expected to be a months-long 
process. Once the Senators identify their preferred buyer, the sale would 

need to be approved by commissioner Gary Bettman and the NHL's 
board of governors. The sale is contingent on a background check. 

The next BOG meeting is scheduled for December in Florida. However, 
because of the additional layers involved, it's unlikely a sale would be 
approved then. 

But here's the good news for the league: While Sportico listed the 
Senators as worth $650 million in its latest valuations, one NHL owner 
told ESPN he's "realistically optimistic" the Senators will be sold for more 
than that. There are expected to be multiple bidders -- yes, including 
actor Ryan Reynolds, who has expressed interest -- which will drive up 
the price. But perhaps more importantly, the sale will be tied to a real 
estate opportunity, as the new owner can help seal a deal for a long-
coveted downtown arena. 

"When Fenway [Sports Group] came in and took control of the Penguins, 
obviously they were interested in the team and getting involved with the 
NHL," the owner said. "But I think that land around the arena was just as 
attractive to them." 

A winning trade 

Two facts about the Sabres: They are the youngest team in the league 
and have the most cap space in the league. GM Kevyn Adams would like 
to reward the fan base and have his young team experience playoff 
hockey, but he's not going to lose sight of the larger plan, which includes 
sustained success. 

Asked how he plans on using his cap space, Adams laughed. "That's a 
good question," the Buffalo GM said. "We're always going to talk about 
every opportunity to get better, but you also have to know long term there 
are bigger goals, and in the evolution of where we want to be as a 
franchise, we're still building. One thing we know we want to do is reward 
the players who are here, and the next step is signing them to big 
contracts." 

Dylan Cozens is an RFA this summer while No. 1 overall picks Owen 
Power and Rasmus Dahlin are eligible for long-term extensions 
beginning this summer. All three players are viewed by the Sabres as 
critical in the larger plan. 

One of the big things Adams and coach Don Granato have done is 
empower their young players. Part of that is letting them know they don't 
have to be perfect. "We're encouraging our players to play fearlessly, to 
make mistakes," Adams said. 

That has helped unlock a new level for Dahlin, who is playing with more 
confidence than we've seen since he entered the NHL. 

Latest in Boston 

The Bruins' signing of Mitchell Miller summed up in a text by a rival 
executive: "One of the biggest unforced errors I've seen in my two 
decades working in this sport." Boston cut ties with the 20-year-old 
defenseman on Sunday, but it's a stain on the judgment and processes 
for Bruins president Cam Neely (who apologized Monday) and GM Don 
Sweeney. It's embarrassing enough to note that "new information" came 
forward after considering the signing for a year. Mitchell was convicted in 
juvenile court in 2016 of racially abusing and bullying a classmate, Isaiah 
Meyer-Crothers, who is Black. Bruins management never reached out to 
the parents of the victim, who have maintained that Miller never properly 
apologized to their son. 

Kudos to Bruins players -- specifically captain Patrice Bergeron, Brad 
Marchand and Nick Foligno -- who all publicly voiced their discomfort with 
the signing. There's a lot of strong leadership in that locker room. 

• Jim Montgomery and Bruins management addressed the team ahead of 
training camp, a typical practice in the NHL. When Montgomery was 
done with his speech, Bergeron stood up and gave his own speech. And 
then Charlie McAvoy, who wears an A, stood up and said something. 
And then the rest of the leadership group followed. Montgomery didn't 
know it was coming. He just watched in awe. "I've never seen that in all 
of my years in the game," Montgomery said. "I think it's something 
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they've always done, going back to [Zdeno] Chara. The leadership in this 
room is different than anything I've ever experienced." 

Montgomery has a theory for why his team has been so quick to adapt to 
his systems. The team already played good defense, and had centers 
who take pride in a responsible game. "They already knew how to play 
away from the puck," he said. "I didn't need to change anything there; 
that eliminated a lot of teaching." 

So a majority of drills have featured how the Bruins wanted to play with 
the puck. "And that was fun for guys, right? It's exciting," Montgomery 
said. "More practice was slanted toward offense, playing with the puck, 
and the guys really took to that." 

• One bright spot on the Bruins is the resurgence of Foligno. Many fans 
were counting out the 35-year-old former Blue Jackets captain, who 
makes $5.5 million but scored just two goals last year. He was put on 
waivers to start the season. 

Foligno has been a revelation for Boston's bottom six, with three goals 
and four assists in his first 12 games, looking more like the version we 
knew in Columbus. 

"He was recuperating from a massive surgery. He didn't get time to train. 
When you've lived comfortably somewhere for a decade, and you have 
three young kids, and you move and now your wife doesn't know anyone, 
and you don't know where to go, you come home and your house is kind 
of a mess," Montgomery said. "He told me before the season, 'I hate to 
make excuses, but all of those things are not a problem anymore.' And 
he's been so much better for us." 

Early draft rumblings 

Before the season, a director of amateur scouting suggested to me a 
story idea: "Will Connor Bedard really go No. 1?" He then watched one of 
Bedard's games with the Regina Pats, and reported back. "Never mind," 
he said. "Clear-cut No. 1." 

Bedard has had a terrific start to his WHL season, which should cement 
his status come June. The only reason for trepidation is that behind him 
are elite players who might have had the chance to go No. 1 in other 
years. The University of Michigan's Adam Fantilli and Sweden's Leo 
Carlsson have both received very high praise. Then there's Russia's 
Matvei Michkov, who is expected to still go top five -- despite the inherent 
risk of when he'll be able to come play in North America, since the winger 
is under contract in Russia through the 2025-26 season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘A little more fuel to the fire’: Canucks earn much-needed 
victory in wake of criticism 
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OTTAWA – When people criticize the Vancouver Canucks’ structure or 
their culture or their lineup, Bo Horvat takes it personally. Of course, he 
does. He is their captain and longest-serving player. The Canucks are his 
team. 

But when the criticism comes from the team president, well, Horvat 
admitted Tuesday, it stings a little more. 

“Especially being the captain, when you hear it's a bad culture, I take it 
personally,” he said, standing in his skates in the Canucks dressing 
room. “I go out there and try to play my hardest every single night. I think 

we have a lot of belief in this room, and I think we have a lot of good 
hockey players that can do the job and are capable of doing it. I take 
accountability on that. (This was) a little more fuel to the fire.” 

It should surprise no one that Horvat feels this way about things, 
including the criticism Monday on radio from Canucks president Jim 
Rutherford, whose comments about coaches and players was part 
honest assessment, probably part button-pushing amid a desperately 
disappointing start to the National Hockey League season by his team. 

But it also shouldn’t surprise anyone, given what we’ve seen from Horvat 
over the last eight years, that he responded Tuesday by scoring twice in 
a 6-4 win against the Ottawa Senators that allowed the Canucks to take 
a breath before facing the Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday. 

While he waits for a new contract that may not come from the only NHL 
team he has played for, Horvat has 12 goals in 13 games. Only 
Edmonton’s Connor McDavid, the best player on the planet, has scored 
more. 

The victory actually substantiated some of Rutherford’s blunt 
observations about structure and systems play. Outshot 30-10 at one 
point, the Canucks were pretty awful for most of the game’s first half, 
offering giveaways like they were the Publishers Clearing House and, 
generally, failing to complete a pass or win a puck battle. Only goalie 
Spencer Martin’s brilliance had Vancouver close enough late in the 
second period for Ilya Mikheyev to tie it 2-2 at 13:50 by torching former 
Canuck defenceman Travis Hamonic. 

But from then on, the Canucks were better. And they were good in the 
third period when they outscored the struggling Senators 4-2, getting the 
first goals this season from Brock Boeser and Jack Studnicka and a 
stress-busting empty-netter from Elias Pettersson with 45 seconds 
remaining. 

These final 27 minutes proved something else: the players still care and 
they still work for head coach Bruce Boudreau. 

“I feel good that we got that win for him, that's for sure,” Horvat said. 
“Obviously, he's under a lot of stress, a lot of pressure, and when stuff 
like that comes out, he feels like he's got to do more. For me, he puts all 
the systems in place. We had a training camp and we know what we 
have to do out there; it's just a matter of us going out there and doing it. 
We kind of feel responsible for that, and to get a win for him tonight 
definitely feels great.” 

“We're doing this as a group here,” forward J.T. Miller said. “We're all 
sticking together, Bruce included. When we all feel good and play good 
for each other, good things are going to happen. That was a big third 
period just to get the win there. And obviously Marty played a hell of a 
game. Probably not a great 30 minutes (to start), but sometimes it feels 
good to kind of steal the game. And we played a hell of a third period. I 
think we feel good about the win at the end of the day.” 

As they say, there is a lot for the Canucks to clean up. The Senators 
have lost six straight games, yet dominated the Canucks for most of the 
first two periods and easily could have led by three or four goals going 
into the third. 

But as Vancouver defenceman Luke Schenn pointed out, the Canucks 
were equally dominant the first two periods on Saturday against the 
Nashville Predators but couldn’t get enough pucks past goalie Juuse 
Saros. The Canucks eventually blew another 3-0 lead and lost 4-3 in a 
shootout. 

They had no such trouble Tuesday against Ottawa goalie Cam Talbot. 

Somehow, the Canucks are 4-1-1 in their last six games despite 
surrendering 22 goals. 

“Marty played great for us and kept us in it and made some great saves 
just like Saros did,” Schenn said. “We've got to enjoy the wins and build 
on it. Obviously, the penalty killing needs to get better and we need to 
keep pucks out of our net. But you've got enjoy winning because it's 
hard.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 9, 2022 

 

Boudreau said after the morning skate that he tries to keep “noise” out of 
the dressing room, but there was no barricading Rutherford’s criticism 
from players. 

“It's tough to keep noise out of the room when it's on social media and it's 
everywhere and, obviously, when you guys bring it into the room,” Horvat 
said. “I mean, it is what it is, right? But I think we did a great job of 
blocking it out tonight (during the game), and maybe fueling us a little bit 
going out there and getting a win.” 

“Our control is what happens inside the room and how we play,” Schenn 
said. “We don't make decisions; we're not paid to do that. We realize 
we've got better hockey in us to play. What is there, 69 games left? 
We've got a ways to go for sure.” 

Martin finished with 37 saves and is now 6-0-4 since the Canucks offered 
him a pathway back to the NHL last season after nearly seven years in 
the minors. 

After Pettersson’s clincher in the final minute, when half of the few 
thousand Senators fans had vacated their rink, those in Ottawa cheering 
for the Canucks started a hearty chorus of “Bruce, there it is!” for 
Boudreau. 

The coach couldn’t have been sure he’d hear that again. 

“I know the character of those guys,” Boudreau said of his players. “They 
want to win. Like, any human being doesn't like anything negative said 
about them. So, I mean, they wanted to come up there and win this one. 
And they did.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers snap out of skid with hard-fought victory vs. 
Lightning 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 
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“We’re open for business. We’re looking for people who want to 
contribute,” advertised the Oilers head coach, his team on a slide and 
about to drop the puck in a building where Edmonton hadn’t won a game 
since 2009. 

Then the resumes started landing on his desk: 

• Warren Foegele, who had not scored a goal in 32 games, opened the 
scoring with a shorty. 

• Jack Campbell, who described his play this season as “pathetic” after 
his last start, a Dallas debacle, came up with his best start of the young 
season. 

• The penalty killers, torched for four goals the night before in a 5-4 loss 
at Washington, turned in a 5-for-5 performance against a Lightning power 
play that had scored in three straight games. 

In the end, Woodcroft and the Oilers were back in business, gutting out a 
3-2 win that featured two goals called back (one for each team) and a 
gruesome injury to Oilers winger Evander Kane. 

“There was a lot of drama in the game. It came down to the last shot 
block at the end of the game,” Woodcroft said. “I was happy for our guys 
— we dug in and it wasn't easy. We got in at 3:30 in the morning last 
night (from Washington).” 

“Yeah, we definitely were not in a good spot,” agreed Connor McDavid, 
who notched his 14th goal in game No. 13. “Got in real late last night, 
and obviously it was a tough one (in Washington). The boys battled hard 
and just found a way to win. 

“I mean, that's all it was. It's nice to show we can play a little defence.” 

The Kane injury weighed heavy on everyone’s mind, after he went down 
in the second period and had his wrist skated over by Pat Maroon, 
obviously unintended. Blood began gushing from Kane’s wrist, and he 
rose up, sprinted for the bench and hustled straight down the runway to 
the dressing room. 

At that point, our Gene Principe — who was in the immediate area — 
heard someone calling, “Help! Help! Help!” Tampa doctors and the Oilers 
staff worked quickly, and Kane was said to be fine and awaiting surgery 
after the game. 

It was an upsetting injury, and left everyone a bit shaken. Kane skated off 
with a look of panic you don’t often see at this level. 

“His eyes were as wide as a person's can be,:” McDavid said. “We got 
the sense of how alarming it was. How scared he was, and we're all 
scared for him. 

“To be honest, I don't handle that stuff very well. I haven't even seen the 
replay, and probably won't watch it.” 

In the short term, everyone is just happy that Kane seems to be OK. 
Longer term, Edmonton now has to figure out how to replace a Top 6 
winger for the next month — or perhaps longer. 

But back to the game, the kind of win where a good team looks in the 
mirror, puts its foot down, and says, “Enough is enough.” 

The Oilers had won five straight, then lost three in a row. This was about 
details and work ethic, and guys like Foegele, Brett Kulak, Cody Ceci and 
Zach Hyman set a tone for everyone to follow. 

“We won five games in a row there,” began Woodcroft, “and towards the 
end of that little streak we thought our game had the sniffles a little bit. 
There were things that was showing up that we didn't love about it. It 
ended up biting us in the New Jersey game, and it's taken a little while to 
get it back on the rails.” 

Streaming Home of the Edmonton Oilers. Stream games all season long, 
plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

Edmonton got the early goal from Foegele, a sturdy, honest effort from 
the penalty killers, some solid, professional work by Campbell, and the 
usual production from McDavid (1-1-2) and Leon Draisaitl (goal). 

“Warren Foegele showed me something tonight. I was happy for him,” 
Woodcroft said. “And Jack Campbell, that was the best game I've seen 
him play in an Oilers uniform. That was a huge win for him personally, 
and most importantly is a huge win for our team.” 

Campbell stopped 35 shots and weathered a late surge by the Lightning, 
who know a thing or two about winning. He was spectacular when asked 
to be — which wasn’t often — and solid the rest of the time, in running 
his personal record to 6-3. 

“It's much more up to my standard,” he said. “I thought the team played 
great in front of me, so I’m just all around really happy with the 
performance and ready to move on.” 

Next stop Carolina. 
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• Warren Foegele, who had not scored a goal in 32 games, opened the 
scoring with a shorty. 

• Jack Campbell, who described his play this season as “pathetic” after 
his last start, a Dallas debacle, came up with his best start of the young 
season. 

• The penalty killers, torched for four goals the night before in a 5-4 loss 
at Washington, turned in a 5-for-5 performance against a Lightning power 
play that had scored in three straight games. 

In the end, Woodcroft and the Oilers were back in business, gutting out a 
3-2 win that featured two goals called back (one for each team) and a 
gruesome injury to Oilers winger Evander Kane. 

“There was a lot of drama in the game. It came down to the last shot 
block at the end of the game,” Woodcroft said. “I was happy for our guys 
— we dug in and it wasn't easy. We got in at 3:30 in the morning last 
night (from Washington).” 

“Yeah, we definitely were not in a good spot,” agreed Connor McDavid, 
who notched his 14th goal in game No. 13. “Got in real late last night, 
and obviously it was a tough one (in Washington). The boys battled hard 
and just found a way to win. 

“I mean, that's all it was. It's nice to show we can play a little defence.” 

The Kane injury weighed heavy on everyone’s mind, after he went down 
in the second period and had his wrist skated over by Pat Maroon, 
obviously unintended. Blood began gushing from Kane’s wrist, and he 
rose up, sprinted for the bench and hustled straight down the runway to 
the dressing room. 

At that point, our Gene Principe — who was in the immediate area — 
heard someone calling, “Help! Help! Help!” Tampa doctors and the Oilers 
staff worked quickly, and Kane was said to be fine and awaiting surgery 
after the game. 

It was an upsetting injury, and left everyone a bit shaken. Kane skated off 
with a look of panic you don’t often see at this level. 

“His eyes were as wide as a person's can be,:” McDavid said. “We got 
the sense of how alarming it was. How scared he was, and we're all 
scared for him. 

“To be honest, I don't handle that stuff very well. I haven't even seen the 
replay, and probably won't watch it.” 

In the short term, everyone is just happy that Kane seems to be OK. 
Longer term, Edmonton now has to figure out how to replace a Top 6 
winger for the next month — or perhaps longer. 

But back to the game, the kind of win where a good team looks in the 
mirror, puts its foot down, and says, “Enough is enough.” 

The Oilers had won five straight, then lost three in a row. This was about 
details and work ethic, and guys like Foegele, Brett Kulak, Cody Ceci and 
Zach Hyman set a tone for everyone to follow. 

“We won five games in a row there,” began Woodcroft, “and towards the 
end of that little streak we thought our game had the sniffles a little bit. 
There were things that was showing up that we didn't love about it. It 
ended up biting us in the New Jersey game, and it's taken a little while to 
get it back on the rails.” 

Edmonton got the early goal from Foegele, a sturdy, honest effort from 
the penalty killers, some solid, professional work by Campbell, and the 
usual production from McDavid (1-1-2) and Leon Draisaitl (goal). 

“Warren Foegele showed me something tonight. I was happy for him,” 
Woodcroft said. “And Jack Campbell, that was the best game I've seen 
him play in an Oilers uniform. That was a huge win for him personally, 
and most importantly is a huge win for our team.” 

Campbell stopped 35 shots and weathered a late surge by the Lightning, 
who know a thing or two about winning. He was spectacular when asked 
to be — which wasn’t often — and solid the rest of the time, in running 
his personal record to 6-3. 

“It's much more up to my standard,” he said. “I thought the team played 
great in front of me, so I’m just all around really happy with the 
performance and ready to move on.” 

Next stop Carolina. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Marner reunite on top line, while Bunting gets ‘reset’ 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Vegas Golden Knights skated at Scotiabank Arena 
on Tuesday.  

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner both failed to register a shot on 
Sunday. It's the first time that's ever happened in the same game.  

"We can't stress about it," said Marner of the chemistry on Toronto's top 
line. "You just got to realize you're doing the right things; you're getting 
the chances and they're just not happening. You just stay patient with it." 

Patience ran out for Sheldon Keefe in Raleigh. With the Leafs struggling 
to generate offence against the Carolina Hurricanes, the coach moved 
Marner to the second line with John Tavares and Nick Robertson. 

Those three players eventually combined for the game-winning goal. 
Meanwhile, William Nylander and Alex Kerfoot moved up to play with 
Matthews, who assisted on Nylander's insurance marker.  

Michael Bunting was demoted from the top line to the bottom six where 
he will continue to play on Tuesday. Why has the chemistry between 
Bunting, Matthews and Marner not clicked back in early this season?  

"I'm not sure," Matthews said. "I mean, honestly, sometimes those things 
take time and maybe you just get away from things that made you 
successful. But I think we've had some really good chances, some really 
quality opportunities." 

Marner has yet to pick up a primary assist on a Matthews goal this 
season. Bunting did assist on Matthews' even-strength goal on Saturday, 
but that's his only point in the past seven games.  

"It hasn't been going the [same as] last year, but it is what it is," Bunting 
said. "It's just the start of the year, so I'm not really worried about it." 

"We've been happy with our play," Marner insisted. "We've been getting 
the opportunities; they just haven't fallen yet." 
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While Keefe keeps coming back to the Matthews-Marner pairing, he's 
bumped Bunting down to play with Pierre Engvall and Calle Jarnkrok.  

"I don't think anything changes," Bunting said. "Both of them are skilled 
players and they play really fast, so I think I can bring that to the line as 
well. I can bring my speed, the forecheck and then bring a little bit of my 
skill to that and start making plays."  

Bunting was also taken off the top line for two games during the 
California swing last month.  

"Bunts is still competing his ass off," Keefe noted. "He's involved in 
everything. It's not that part of it. It just hasn't come together both for he 
and his linemates, you know, so a little bit a change in the chemistry here 
today."   

Bunting produced 58 points in 5-on-5 play last season, which was tied 
with Connor McDavid for sixth overall.  

"It's not unlike the way it was last year, to be honest," Keefe pointed out. 
"He didn't start on that line. Like, he earned his way on that line. He 
played lower in the lineup, kind of found his own game. So, taking a little 
bit of a step back here and try to give him that opportunity to just focus on 
himself. Maybe a little bit of a lighter load in terms of matchups and 
responsibility. We've done this previously this season and it didn't last 
long before we moved him back and I suspect it will be similar, but I think 
it is important for him to reset a little bit in terms of his process and what 
he has to think about or worry about when he's playing."  

Matthews, Marner back together, but Bunting demoted at Leafs skate 

After Sheldon Keefe made an in-game adjustment by separating Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner in their win over the Hurricanes. The two 
were back on the same line at today's morning skate, however Alex 
Kerfoot was their other winger, while Michael Bunting skated with the 
fourth line. Mark Masters has more. 

After a tough Western road trip, the Leafs won three games last week.  

"It gives everybody confidence, which is a good thing," said Matthews. 
"But, also, it's just a reminder of how good we need to be." 

The Leafs knocked off a couple of hot teams in Boston and Carolina on 
consecutive days over the weekend.  

"It's obviously not an easy league," said Matthews. "You got to go 
through adversity at times and sometimes it hits you earlier or harder 
than you'd expect and that's all fine. You got to kind roll with the punches 
and go with the flow and figure it out along the way and put in the work 
and try and crawl out of it. Last week, our game took a big step getting 
some big wins and we want to carry that momentum." 

Matthews on Leafs building momentum: 'A reminder of how good we 
need to be' 

The last time the Maple Leafs faced the Golden Knights it was the first of 
four straight losses on a tough Western road trip. But Toronto has found 
some rhythm as of late and know they'll need their best again with Vegas 
in town. 

Ilya Samsonov, who sustained a knee injury on Saturday, is back on the 
ice.  

"He's feeling pretty good, all things considered," said Keefe. "He went on 
the ice today to test it out and see how he is. It's not full go or anything 
like that but felt good. He's not going to be available for us this week. The 
timeline is uncertain but call it week-to-week at this point. The fact he's 
on the ice today and feeling good enough to do that is an encouraging 
sign." 

Matt Murray took part in the morning skate. It was his first team session 
since sustaining an adductor injury on Oct. 15. He's expected to take part 
in Wednesday's practice.  

"That's a big milestone for him to get through in his recovery," said Keefe. 
"Physically he feels good and strong and it's just a matter of building him 
back up towards seeing pucks and shots from guys in a practice setting." 

The Leafs also have a practice scheduled for Thursday before they host 
the Pittsburgh Penguins on Friday. The Vancouver Canucks will be in 
town for a game on Saturday.  

Logan Thompson gets the start for the Knights. He stopped 22 of 23 
shots in a win over the Leafs earlier this season. 

0 seconds of 2 minutes, 44 secondsVolume 90% 

Leafs Ice Chips: Samsonov skates; Murray returns to practice 
Wednesday 

Ilya Samsonov took a brief skate this morning but Sheldon Keefe says 
there is no timeline for a return and they're approaching things on a 
'week-to-week' basis. While Matt Murray took some shots and is 
expected to return to practice on Wednesday. Mark Masters has more on 
Toronto's goalie front. 

The Leafs have started passing around a championship belt to a player 
of the game following wins.  

Morgan Rielly initially received the belt from Edge (aka Adam Copeland) 
when the wrestler was in town for an episode of WWE Raw at 
Scotiabank Arena in August.  

"It's a cool gift to us," said Marner. "A cool way to recognize someone for 
their efforts." 

Tavares received the belt after scoring a hat trick against the 
Philadelphia Flyers last Tuesday. The captain passed it off to Justin Holl, 
who recorded four blocks in Saturday's win over the Boston Bruins. On 
Sunday, Holl handed it to Erik Kallgren, who made 29 saves to earn his 
first win of the season.  

"It's been a couple games now we've been doing it," said Matthews. 
"Always fun to do something at the end of the game to recognize 
somebody. I like UFC, so the belt aspect of it is pretty cool to me." 

How heavy is it?  

"I haven't touched it yet," Matthews said with a smile. "But, yeah, it looks 
like a pretty legit belt." 

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Marner reveals WWE origin of Leafs player-of-the-game belt 

The Leafs are passing around a WWE belt in the dressing room following 
wins this season. Erik Kallgren received it on Sunday night following a 
29-save performance in Raleigh. Alternate captain Mitch Marner was 
asked about the origin story for the player-of-the-game prize following the 
win over the Hurricanes. 

Denis Malgin easily could have received the belt considering how he 
played on Sunday.  

"I thought Malgin was our best player through much of the hockey game," 
Keefe gushed. "One of the only guys to really hang onto the puck and 
really challenging the inside and making things happen." 

The 5-foot-9 winger started the season on the second line with Tavares 
and Nylander. Now, he's gaining traction while lining up beside shutdown 
centre David Kampf and hit-happy Zach Aston-Reese.  

"I look at it as a guy who has taken hold of a line offensively. He's taken 
charge of it," said Keefe. "I talked to Denis just about, 'Hey, this is the 
opportunity. This is what's there and take advantage of it. You don't 
necessarily change your game or anything like that, but you got to find a 
role on this team.' He was all about it. Really, he just wanted to play on 
our team and get a chance to be in the lineup." 

Malgin got banged up in Saturday's win and it wasn't certain he'd play 
against Carolina until after warmups.  
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"That's as tough a game as you're going to find on the schedule in the 
regular season and for him to have that type of performance, you're 
certainly taking notice of it," Keefe said. "No matter what line he's on, 
playing like that he's going to have success." 

Malgin led the Leafs with five shots on net on Sunday.  

"He doesn't get enough credit for how competitive he is on the puck," 
Keefe said. "He's a strong guy for his size." 

Former Buffalo Sabre Jack Eichel will play his first game in Toronto since 
Dec. 17, 2019. He leads the Knights in scoring with 14 points.   

"He fits right into the pace and the transition speed that this team has had 
and been known for," Keefe observed. "They didn't have that No. 1 
centre and that changes a lot of things. That's a very important thing, kind 
of brings it all together for them and rounds out their lineup." 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 11.09.2022 

 


