
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 10, 2022 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Martin Necas displays greater maturity and joins NHL’s elite scorers

By Cory Lavalette 
 
Martin Necas’ cherubic face now sports a little bit of stubble, 
and his previously lean 6-foot-2 frame is filling out, noticeably 
in his neck and shoulders. 

“I matured a little later than the other guys,” he said. “When I 
was drafted, I was 18 but I looked like I was 15. I was 160 
pounds.” 
But it’s more than physical maturity that has the 23-year-old 
Hurricanes forward off to the best start of his career. 
“Just being ready for every shift, every game,” Necas said of 
his growth in his fourth NHL season. “Not just physically but 
mentally. In an 82-game season, it’s pretty hard to always be 
at the level you have to be, where you want to be.” 
After last season, some wondered if Necas would even be in 
Raleigh this fall. He floundered through the final year of his 
entry-level contract, bouncing from line to line while finishing 
with a career-low 0.51 points per game in posting 14 goals 
and 40 points in 78 regular-season games. 
Instead of getting the type of payday Andrei Svechnikov 
received — an eight-year, $62 million contract signed in 
August 2021 — Necas had to settle for a two-year bridge 
deal worth a total of $6 million this summer. 
Through the first month of the season, Necas’ always 
promising potential is blossoming — and not just because he 
has seven goals and 17 points in his first 13 games. Yes, the 
Czech winger is well on his way to a career season 
statistically, but Necas has also earned the trust of coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. 
“It’s not surprising,” Brind’Amour said of Necas’ start to the 
season. “I mean, you’ve seen it in spurts for how many years 
now. But it’s always about that consistency.” 
It shows in Necas’ ice time. After playing just over 16 
minutes a game last season, he is up more than three 
minutes, trailing only Sebastian Aho among Hurricanes 
forwards. 
“I gotta give him the stuff that he wants, just more 
consistency, which maybe last season wasn’t good for me,” 
Necas said of how he’s earned more ice time from 
Brind’Amour. “I didn’t give him enough of that. If I was a 
coach and some guy plays one game or two games and one 
game he’s terrible, I wouldn’t trust him either. 
“I’m just trying to play the same way all the time. Sometimes 
it’s better than other days, but I’m just trying to keep my 
game at the same level as much as possible.” 
That’s translated to him being near the top of the league in 
five-on-five points — ahead of perennial Hart Trophy 
candidates Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon — 
while playing on the team’s top power-play unit and 
contributing on the penalty kill. 
“It’s been fun to play in those situations at the end of the 
game and this kind of stuff,” Necas said of the added 
responsibility. “So I’ve been enjoying it.” 
And he’s been rewarding Brind’Amour with the type of 
dynamic playmaking and scoring that can take over a game. 

On a first-period power play against Buffalo last Friday, 
Necas collected the puck on his backhand off a hard rim and 
quickly passed to Aho inside the left dot for a one-timer goal. 
In the second period, he forced a turnover on the forecheck, 
circled around the net and got into a shooting position as 
Aho returned the favor for the go-ahead goal. 
Then on the ice with frequent linemates Svechnikov and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi in the third period, Necas spotted 
Kotkaniemi crashing the net so the center could score his 
first goal of the year. 
“KK’s been really good even though he’s got only one goal, 
but he’s been playing well,” Necas said of Kotkaniemi. “It’s 
just pucks were not going in for him. I’m not worried about 
him, I think he’s been playing very well.” 
Opposite of Necas, Svechnikov has been as impactful as his 
fellow winger. 
“Svech is really powerful,” Necas said. “He can outmuscle a 
lot of guys, probably every guy in the NHL, and he’s got a 
great shot. He can make plays as well, so we have kind of a 
complete line I feel like. We try to play good defense as well.” 
The numbers bear that out. The trio all rank in the top 20 in 
the league in Corsi For percentage. 
“We’re all three young guys,” Necas said. “We talk a lot on 
the ice, so every time you don’t like something, we tell each 
other and we try to improve every game. We try to make 
plays, and if it’s not there just get it in the zone and go on the 
forecheck. But when there is a play to make, then we go for 
it. … We all play a kind of similar game, which helps.” 
Brind’Amour has noticed a difference as well. 
“I think his game away from the puck’s been good,” the 
coach said. “His overall game has definitely been solid.” 
Approximately 40 pounds heavier than what he weighed 
when he was drafted, Necas’ strength is also no longer a 
liability. 
“I tried to do more upper body workouts this summer. … Last 
year I got a little injured for like three weeks,” he said. “I 
couldn’t do anything, my knee was bothering me, but this 
summer was good. Coming into camp, I was fully ready.” 
He also hasn’t sacrificed his explosive speed as he has 
bulked up. In case you missed it during the offseason, no 
one hit a higher top speed than Necas last season. 
When I asked Necas about it during the preseason, he 
grinned but shrugged it off. 
“It’s nice to see that I can be up there with guys like McDavid 
and McKinnon, but it’s just like the one measurement,” he 
said. “But obviously, it made me happy for a couple hours.” 
We even joked that maybe he could go head-to-head with 
McDavid in All-Star Weekend’s fastest skater completion. 
“I’ll try to get out there and we’ll see,” he laughed. 
Nearly a sixth of the way through the regular season, an All-
Star Game appearance doesn’t seem like the pipe dream it 
maybe was just six weeks ago, so I revisited the topic with 
Necas. 
“We’ll see,” he echoed from our earlier conversation. 
“Obviously, I will try to keep it up on the same level. I don’t 
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really think about (the All-Star Game) or anything like that, 
it’s so far out. But just play the same way and we’ll see 
what’s gonna happen.” 
All-Star Game or not, Necas seems to have finally arrived 
this season. But there’s still some of that 18-going-on-15 
teenager who immediately became part of Carolina’s core 
when he was drafted No. 12 overall in 2017. 
Under his shirt is the same pendant — a small hockey stick 
— that dangled from his neck during training camp before his 
first full NHL season in 2019. 

“It’s just from my mom,” he said this week while holding his 
hand over it from outside his shirt. “I changed the chain but 
the stick is from when I was probably 7, 8 years old. I’m just 
keeping it there for luck.” 
It’s been hard work, not luck, that has gotten Necas to this 
point — something that at times seemed impossible when he 
was struggling last season. Now, he might be the X-factor for 
a team with its eyes on the Stanley Cup. 
“It’s been a good start,” the stubbly Necas said, ”and it’s so 
much fun.” 
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Recap: Canes Held Scoreless On Raanta’s Stellar Night In Florida 
By Walt Ruff 

SUNRISE, FL. - Carolina Hurricanes netminder Antti Raanta 
was spectacular on Wednesday night at FLA Live Arena, 
however, it was the Florida Panthers skating away with a 3-0 
victory. 

The Three Big Things 

Dialed In Father Finn 

The Florida Panthers broke the ice in the first period after an 
elongated shift in the Carolina end, with Nick Cousins 
slipping behind Dylan Coghlan to put a rebound home. 
After that it was Antti Raanta's show. 
Rod Brind'Amour's netminder made save after save to keep 
his club within one, including several in breakaway fashion. 
Raanta produced over 20 consecutive saves from the 
midway point in the opening frame until well into the third 
period, but his club was unable to come through for him with 
an equalizer. 
When all was said and done the Canes netminder finished 
with 33 stops, nine coming with his team shorthanded. It was 
the first regulation loss of the year for Raanta in five starts. 

Special Night For The Staals 

Canes Captain Jordan Staal went head-to-head against 
brothers Eric and Marc in the affair, just the second time it 
has happened in their careers and the first since March of 
2016. 
To add to the occasion it was the 1,300th game of Eric's 
NHL career. 
In addition to a wholesome photo pregame, Eric and Jordan 
squared off for the game's opening faceoff. 

Drury's Season Debut 

Recalled from the Chicago Wolves on Monday, forward Jack 
Drury played in his first game with the Canes this season. 
Centering a line between Derek Stepan and Stefan Noesen 
before jumping around the lineup, the 22-year-old won six of 
his eight faceoffs in 9:04 played. 

They Said It 

Dylan Coghlan offering his thoughts, post-game... 

"It was obviously a frustrating 60 minutes. I feel like we had 
times where we were getting back into it and playing the way 
we need to play, but it felt like it was only like that for a short 
period of time. We had a lot of good looks, we just couldn't 
capitalize on any of them. We have to get back at it tomorrow 
and flush this one down the toilet." 
Jack Drury providing thoughts on Antti Raanta after his first 
game of the year... 
"He was incredible. A lot of big saves. They had a lot of 
shots on net. We've got to eliminate that, but he was 
awesome." 
Rod Brind'Amour giving his assessment on Drury's game 
tonight... 
"He was good. He was a bright spot for me. I tried to bump 
him up a bit [in the lineup] because he was going. But really, 
we had too many guys that we need to play well that didn't 
up front. That's not going to work." 

Bonus Notes 

 Sebastian Aho led the way for the Canes with 
seven shots. Stefan Noesen was just behind with 
six. 

 Opposite Antti Raanta, Spencer Knight earned a 
40-save shutout win for Florida. 

 Raanta's record this season moves to 3-1-1. 
 Pyotr Kochetkov backed up Raanta after being 

recalled Tuesday on an emergency basis from 
Chicago (AHL). 

 Brent Burns played a team-high 24:59 for Carolina. 
 Panthers forward Matthew Tkachuk did not play in 

the contest, serving the second game of his two-
game suspension. 

 The Canes move to 8-4-1 on the season. 

What's Next? 

The team returns to Raleigh immediately post-game and 
turns their attention to a Thursday night meeting with the 
Edmonton Oilers at PNC Arena. 
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Super 16: Golden Knights new No. 1 in close power rankings 
By Dan Rosen 

One voting point. It can't get any closer. 
The Vegas Golden Knights are No. 1 in the Super 16 power 
rankings this week, edging the Boston Bruins by one voting 
point, 198-197. 
Eight of the 13 NHL.com and LNH.com staff members who 
make up the voting panel had Vegas No. 1 and four had 
Boston No. 1. The Carolina Hurricanes were the only other 
team to be ranked first by at least one staff member. 
The Bruins were ranked No. 2 by seven staff members, 
whereas the Golden Knights were second three times. 
Boston also was ranked third twice and Vegas once. The 
Golden Knights were ranked as low as No. 11. 
But the eight people who voted for Vegas at No. 1 was 
enough to propel it to the top spot. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
For this week, the voters also offered thoughts on who they 
think is the early-season most valuable player for each team 
ranked in the Super 16. To say there were some surprises 
would be an understatement. 
Here is the Super 16, with those thoughts from the staff 
members, whose individual rankings are below: 

1. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (12-2-0) 

Total points: 198 
Last week: No. 2 
"The Golden Knights have won eight straight games and 
have the best record in the NHL. There have been many 
reasons for this, including new coach Bruce Cassidy and a 
healthy Jack Eichel. But the MVP so far has been rookie 
goalie Logan Thompson. Expected to be the backup this 
season before the injury to Robin Lehner, Thompson is 7-2-0 
and among NHL leaders with a .930 save percentage and 
2.12 goals-against average. He played 19 games last 
season (17 starts) and that experience has helped him 
thrive. The 26-year-old is not only in the Calder Trophy race, 
but the Vezina Trophy race as well." -- David Satriano, staff 
writer 

2. BOSTON BRUINS (11-2-0) 

Total points: 197 
Last week: No. 1 
"When you are the top team in the Eastern Conference 
through the first 13 games of the season, there are some 
MVP candidates sprinkled across your roster. But, for the 
Bruins, goalie Linus Ullmark stands head and shoulders 

above the pack. He has been unflappable, the goalie of 
record in nine of their 11 wins. He has done it with consistent 
play. His .932 save percentage is third among goalies with at 
least five appearances and his 2.05 GAA is fifth. He has 
helped the Bruins excel in what should have a been a trying 
month of October, when all-word forward Brad Marchand 
and top defenseman Charlie McAvoy were shelved with 
injuries. Marchand is back and producing (seven points in 
five games) and McAvoy could be back later this week. My 
apologies to forward David Pastrnak and defenseman 
Hampus Lindholm, two other fine candidates." -- Shawn P. 
Roarke, senior director of editorial 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (8-4-1) 

Total points: 175 
Last week: No. 3 
"If you asked me to predict the Hurricanes' MVP before the 
season began, I would have had to pick between Sebastian 
Aho and Frederik Andersen. To date, the Finland-born center 
has been great (seven goals, eight assists in 12 games), the 
Danish goalie (5-3-0, 2.72 GAA, .891 save percentage 
before an injury sustained during practice Tuesday) not so 
much. Andrei Svechnikov also kicked the door down early 
with six goals and two assists in his first four games, but the 
forward has slowed down since. What hardly anyone could 
predict was the emergence of Martin Necas as Carolina's 
newest star and, in my view, their early MVP. With 17 points 
(seven goals, 10 assists), the 23-year-old Czech forward has 
been on a tear since Day One, but most importantly has 
produced steadily, consistently, and at clutch times. He has 
scored all his goals in the second and third period and is the 
only player who has contributed points to every Carolina win. 
Look for him to blow his NHL career highs of 16 goals and 41 
points out of the water this season." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff 
writer 

4. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (10-3-0) 

Total points: 170 
Last week: No. 6 
"New Jersey has been the surprise of the NHL. It possesses 
speed, tough defense and it's figuring out how to win in 
different ways. Forwards Nico Hischier and Jesper Bratt, and 
defenseman John Marino, have played vital roles, but 
goaltending is the equalizer to every facet of this game. It 
was also the greatest area of concern for the Devils entering 
this season. Vitek Vanecek, acquired in a trade with the 
Washington Capitals on July 8, has helped alleviate the 
uneasiness and is my Devils MVP since New Jersey has 
become a very resilient group due in large part to his superb 
play. He is 6-0-0 with a 1.62 goals-against average and .940 
save percentage since Oct. 25, including a 1-0 shutout of the 
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defending Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche on 
Oct. 28. The 26-year-old will need to keep it up, too, since 
Mackenzie Blackwood will be out 3-6 weeks with a MCL 
sprain sustained against the Edmonton Oilers on Nov. 3." -- 
Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

5. WINNIPEG JETS (8-3-1) 

Total points: 120 
Last week: No. 15 
"Several players have contributed to the Jets' strong start, 
including defenseman Josh Morrissey (12 points) and 
forwards Pierre-Luc Dubois (11), Mark Scheifele (10), Kyle 
Connor (10) and Blake Wheeler (9). But Winnipeg's clear-cut 
MVP through the first month has been goalie Connor 
Hellebuyck. The 2020 winner of the Vezina Trophy voted as 
the top goalie in the NHL, Hellebuyck is 7-2-1 with a 1.98 
GAA, and .938 save percentage in starting 10 of the Jets' 12 
games. Winnipeg is in the middle of the pack with 3.17 goals 
per game but has a chance to win every game because of 
Hellebuyck, who has allowed two goals or fewer six times 
and more than three goals only twice. During the Jets' 
current 6-0-1 surge to the top of the Central Division, 
Hellebuyck is 5-0-1 with a 1.48 GAA, .953 save percentage 
and two shutouts." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

6. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (9-5-0) 

Total points: 118 
Last week: No. 14 
"If you paid close attention last season, you know 
goaltending didn't play a role in the Islanders' failure to 
qualify for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Ilya Sorokin has picked 
up where he left off and, to me, is the MVP for New York 
over the first month of the season. He is among the NHL 
leaders in save percentage (.933) and wins (six) and has 
made at least 39 saves in three of his first nine starts. If the 
Islanders find their way into the postseason, Sorokin will be 
the biggest reason why. He's a bona fide star." -- Brian 
Compton, managing editor 

7. DALLAS STARS (8-4-1) 

Total points: 114 
Last week: No. 8 
"Who needs training camp to be an MVP candidate? Not 
Jason Robertson. The forward has been the Stars' best 
player from Day One this season. Jake Oettinger might get 
the nod here if he were healthy, but the goalie has missed 
the past four games with a lower-body injury. He is 5-1-0 with 
a 1.40 GAA and .952 save percentage, so if he were playing 
in the past week and a half, he would likely be the MVP. But 
Robertson is deserving of it too with his nine goals and 19 
points in 13 games, including at least one goal in six straight. 
Robertson was named the NHL First Star of the Week for 
last week, when he had eight points (four goals, four assists) 
in three games, all wins. The Stars need Oettinger back 
soon, but they're hanging in just fine in large part because of 
Robertson." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer  

8. COLORADO AVALANCHE (6-4-1) 

Total points: 98 
Last week: No. 11 
"When it comes to having players off to hot starts, the 
Avalanche have an embarrassment of riches. Forward Valeri 

Nichushkin had seven goals in seven games before needing 
ankle surgery that will sideline him for at least a month. Cale 
Makar, the defending Norris Trophy winner as the top 
defenseman in the NHL, is averaging more than a point per 
game (13 in 11 games). But the clear early MVP here is 
forward Nathan MacKinnon, who has 19 points (three goals, 
16 assists) in 11 games and has been dominant. Consider 
this: in Colorado's two-game sweep of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets at NHL Global Series 2022 in Tampere, Finland, 
MacKinnon assisted on seven of the Avalanche's 11 goals. 
Case closed." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

9. SEATTLE KRAKEN (8-4-2) 

Total points: 90 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Kraken have won five in a row and there have been a 
lot of contributions, but most of the credit goes to their early 
season MVP, Martin Jones. The goalie is 7-3-1 with a 2.45 
GAA, .907 save percentage and one shutout through 11 
games (10 starts). Jones is five wins away from equaling the 
12 he had in 33 starts with the Philadelphia Flyers last 
season. His 4-0 shutout against the Minnesota Wild on 
Thursday, when he made 22 saves, was his first since April 
2, 2021, when he was with the San Jose Sharks (3-0 win, 30 
saves against the Los Angeles Kings). Jones has looked 
great in the early going, and his work has the Kraken chasing 
the Golden Knights in the Pacific Division." -- Tracey Myers, 
staff writer 

10. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (7-5-1) 

Total points: 76 
Last week: No. 10 
"I think it's a slam dunk to say that Nikita Kucherov has been 
the Lightning's MVP so far this season. The forward has 21 
points (six goals, 15 assists), six more than the next closest 
skater, Brayden Point. And right now, just as the Lightning 
are starting to get a little closer to the form we expected to 
see from them, it's Kucherov who is pushing them there. 
He's on an 11-game point streak, which included a six-game 
goal streak that ended Tuesday against the Oilers -- and has 
had one game this season without a point. There are a lot of 
good players on the Lightning but, so far this season, 
Kucherov has been the best." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

11. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (7-4-3) 

Total points: 74 
Last week: Unranked 
"Prior to injuring his knee last weekend, goalie Ilya 
Samsonov (6-2-0, 2.23 GAA, .921 save percentage) was 
making a strong case to be the early-season pick here as 
Toronto's MVP. But in a neck-and-neck battle, I'm going to 
give the edge to captain John Tavares, who arguably has 
been Toronto's most consistent skater with at least one point 
in 10 of 14 games. The 32-year-old has 15 points (eight 
goals, seven assists) in 14 games, one behind Mitchell 
Marner for the team lead. Though Marner and fellow forward 
Auston Matthews have been flashier at times, they've also 
been up and down through the first few weeks. Not so with 
Tavares, who has produced almost every night and leads the 
Maple Leafs with nine power-play points. -- Zeisberger 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 10, 2022 

 

12. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS (7-3-2) 

Total points: 69 
Last week: No. 13 
"Carter Hart has been the Flyers' best player in just about 
every game he's played. And it's not just his numbers, which 
are fantastic. He's 6-0-2 in eight games, and among NHL 
goalies to play at least five games, he's second with a .946 
save percentage and third with a 1.97 GAA -- while facing 
36.4 shots on goal per 60 minutes, the fourth-highest total in 
the NHL. The new defensive structure the Flyers have 
implemented under coach John Tortorella certainly has given 
Hart more support than he had last season. But Hart has 
been the backbone of that structure, making timely saves 
and giving his teammates the confidence that if they make a 
mistake, they have a dependable goalie behind them. Having 
watched Hart going back to his junior hockey days, I always 
felt he had the ability to be a franchise goalie, and his subpar 
numbers the previous two seasons (3.34 GAA, .895 save 
percentage) were more about the play in front of him. Now, 
at 24 years old, Hart is back to showing how good he can 
be." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

13. DETROIT RED WINGS (7-3-3) 

Total points: 66 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Red Wings have been without top-six forwards Tyler 
Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana and Robby Fabbri for most of the 
season, so someone had to step up. That's been newcomer 
Dominik Kubalik, who signed a two-year contract in the 
offseason and leads the Red Wings in scoring. The forward 
has six goals, 10 assists, eight power-play points, and a 
point in 10 of 13 games, including at least two in five of them. 
He's on pace to shatter his NHL career high in points (46 in 
68 games for the Chicago Blackhawks in 2019-20) and a big 
reason the Red Wings are where they are in the standings." -
- Satriano 

14. EDMONTON OILERS (8-6-0) 

Total points: 61 
Last week: No. 4 
"It's a close race for the Oilers MVP through 14 games, but 
then again, is it really THAT close? Obviously, it's between 
forwards Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, the top two 
scorers in the NHL this season. McDavid leads with 29 
points (14 goals, 15 assists). Draisaitl is second with 26 (nine 
goals, 17 assists). But this is McDavid's award at this point. 
The goal scoring alone is enough to give it to him. He leads 
the NHL with his 14 in 14 games. Yes, that's an 82-goal 
pace. No, he won't score 82…. wait, don't say that, he might. 
Let's never again say McDavid won't do something. He's 
capable as long as it's reasonable. Eighty-two goals might 
not be reasonable, but he's been on fire, shooting 24.6 
percent, and half of his goals have come on the power play 
and two are game-winners. Draisaitl is a top five player in the 
NHL, but McDavid is the best. When opponents look at the 
Oilers, McDavid is the player they think about first. He's 
Edmonton's MVP." -- Rosen 

15. FLORIDA PANTHERS (8-5-1) 

Total points: 59 
Last week: No. 12 

"Matthew Tkachuk is slowly helping to change the identity of 
the Panthers, giving them a bit more sandpaper so to speak, 
a little harder or rougher exterior. The forward is also leading 
the team with 17 points (five goals, 12 assists). He's Florida's 
MVP to this point in the season, which is exactly what the 
Panthers were hoping for when they acquired him in a trade 
with the Calgary Flames for forward Jonathan Huberdeau 
and MacKenzie Weegar in the offseason. The idea was that 
the Panthers needed an identity-driving player like Tkachuk, 
and he's brought exactly that to South Florida. It's not 
happening overnight. The Panthers are still struggling to 
establish consistency, but I think that also should have been 
expected with all the changes made in the offseason, 
including hiring Paul Maurice as coach. This team will find its 
footing and Tkachuk will continue to drive the identity while 
also driving up the production." -- Rosen 

16. NEW YORK RANGERS (6-5-3) 

Total points: 31 
Last week: No. 5 
"It's easy to look at the points and say forward Artemi 
Panarin is the Rangers' MVP through 14 games. He leads 
them with 19 points (five goals, 14 assists), but 11 have 
come on the power play and he's a minus-8 at even strength. 
Instead, it's defenseman Adam Fox, who has 12 points 
(three goals, nine assists), averages nearly 25 minutes per 
game (24:56) and has been all over the ice. The Rangers' 
power play goes as much through Fox as it does Panarin. He 
is their ice time leader. He's played more like the Norris 
Trophy winner he was two seasons ago. The problem for the 
Rangers, though, is that they need their MVP to be goalie 
Igor Shesterkin. He hasn't been. He's been fine (6-2-2, 2.58 
GAA and .910 save percentage), but the Rangers have 
needed him to be better. They're averaging 2.79 goals per 
game and struggling at 5-on-5 (1.64 goals per game). 
Shesterkin, the Vezina Trophy winner last season, has to 
start playing at least close to the standard he set for himself 
last season." -- Rosen 
Others receiving points: Los Angeles Kings 30, Calgary 
Flames 15, Washington Capitals 4, Buffalo Sabres 3 
Dropped out: Flames (No. 7), Sabres (No. 9), Minnesota 
Wild (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Seattle Kraken; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Calgary Flames; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Philadelphia Flyers; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. Seattle 
Kraken; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Florida Panthers; 
14. Detroit Red Wings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
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1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Philadelphia Flyers; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Detroit Red Wings; 9. 
New York Islanders; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
14. Florida Panthers; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. New York Islanders; 9. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Detroit Red Wings; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. New York 
Rangers 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Winnipeg 
Jets; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. New York Islanders; 9. Seattle 
Kraken; 10. Philadelphia Flyers; 11. Colorado Avalanche; 12. 
New York Rangers; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 14. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 15. Toronto Maple Leafs; 16. Florida Panthers 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Philadelphia Flyers; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. Detroit Red Wings; 11. Edmonton Oilers; 
12. Florida Panthers; 13. Tampa Bay Lightning; 14. Colorado 
Avalanche; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Los Angeles Kings 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Florida Panthers; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Islanders; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. Los Angeles Kings; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. 
Colorado Avalanche; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. Calgary 
Flames; 14. Detroit Red Wings; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. 
Seattle Kraken 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Seattle Kraken; 6. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 7. Los Angeles Kings; 8. Edmonton Oilers; 9. 
Detroit Red Wings; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Dallas 
Stars; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 

14. Philadelphia Flyers; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Florida 
Panthers 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Carolina Hurricanes; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Florida Panthers; 6. 
Vegas Golden Knights; 7. Edmonton Oilers; 8. New Jersey 
Devils; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Buffalo Sabres; 15. Washington Capitals; 16. Seattle 
Kraken 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Islanders; 6. 
Seattle Kraken; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Philadelphia 
Flyers 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. Detroit Red Wings; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Philadelphia Flyers; 13. Florida Panthers; 14. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. New York 
Rangers 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Philadelphia Flyers; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Detroit 
Red Wings; 12. Toronto Maple Leafs; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Florida Panthers; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Detroit Red Wings; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Philadelphia 
Flyers; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Florida Panthers; 15. Tampa Bay Lightning; 16. New York 
Rangers 
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Knight makes 40 saves, Panthers shut out Hurricanes 
By Kurt Dusterberg 

Spencer Knight made 40 saves for the Florida Panthers in a 
3-0 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at FLA Live Arena in 
Sunrise, Florida, on Wednesday. 
"I kind of approached it like every other game," Knight said. 
"The guys played really well, stuck to the team game and 
obviously got a good result." 
Knight was at his best in the third period, when he faced 18 
shots and two Carolina power plays. 
"[He was] stronger as the game went on and required to be 
stronger as the game went on, especially with the penalty 
kills in the third period," Florida coach Paul Maurice said. "I 
think he was mentally tested. That's just a good sign for any 
goaltender, for a young man to be able to build his game like 
that." 
Nick Cousins scored his first goal, Brandon Montour had 
three assists, and Eric Staal played his 1,300th NHL game 
for the Panthers (8-5-1), who have won three of four. The 
shutout was the first of the season and third in the NHL for 
Knight, who is 5-1-0. 
Antti Raanta made 33 saves for the Hurricanes (8-4-1), who 
play the Edmonton Oilers on Thursday. 
"We're giving up too much," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Especially when you're not scoring, you start doing 
some things that you shouldn't be doing, and that opens it up 
the other way. [Raanta] was really good, saved a bunch of 
odd-man rushes that we were giving up. That's an area of 
concern. If we don't have 20 guys doing it the right way, it 
looks like that." 
Cousins gave Florida a 1-0 lead at 9:21 of the first period 
when he tipped Montour's shot from the right point before 
scoring on the rebound. It was his 11th game since signing a 
two-year contract July 13. 

Aleksander Barkov's power-play goal extended the lead to 2-
0 at 10:20 of the third period. He finished a give-and-go with 
Carter Verhaeghe with a backside tap-in at the left post. 
"We have the right mindset, trying to get pucks to the net," 
Barkov said. "We recognize that they have a really good 
penalty kill. There's not going to be too many clean plays, so 
you just have to find your chances and put more pucks to the 
net and create chances from that." 
Sam Bennett scored an empty-net goal with six seconds 
remaining for the 3-0 final. 
Maurice won his 783rd game to pass Al Arbour (St. Louis 
Blues, New York Islanders) for sixth in NHL history. 
"Those Islanders Stanley Cups just prior to [the] Edmonton 
[Oilers] coming to their championship form, that's the hockey 
that I grew up on," Maurice said. "So those are legends and 
mentors for me." 
The Panthers played without leading scorer Matthew 
Tkachuk (17 points), who served the second of a two-game 
suspension for high-sticking Los Angeles Kings goalie 
Jonathan Quick in a 5-4 loss Saturday. 
NOTES: Staal, who played 909 games with the Hurricanes 
(2003-16), is the 64th NHL player to play 1,300 games. ... 
His brothers, Panthers defenseman Marc Staal and 
Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal, each played Wednesday; it 
was Jordan's 674th NHL game to pass Jeff O'Neill for sixth in 
Hartford Whalers/Hurricanes history. … Carolina forward 
Jack Drury had two hits in 9:04 in his season debut after 
being recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League 
on Monday. … Barkov's 65th power-play goal tied Olli 
Jokinen for second in Panthers history behind Scott Mellanby 
(66). 
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Knights 3rd career shutout lifts Panthers past Hurricanes 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Spencer Knight made 40 saves in his 
first shutout of the season and the third of his career, leading 
the Florida Panthers to a 3-0 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Wednesday night. 
Nick Cousins, Aleksander Barkov and Sam Bennett scored 
for Florida, which handed Carolina its second straight loss 
following a four-game winning streak. 
The Panthers, opening a their five-game homestand with the 
victory, are 5-0 this season at home. They have won two in a 
row. 
The game was played as Broward County was under a 
hurricane watch due to the approaching Hurricane Nicole. 
Cousins gave Florida its lead at 9:21 of the first period. With 
the 21-year-old Knight (5-1-0) stopping every shot he faced, 
Cousin’s goal proved to be enough. 
“I thought he got stronger as the game went on and he was 
required to be,” Florida coach Paul Maurice said of Knight. 
“That’s a good sign for any goaltender, (especially) a young 
man to be able to build his game like that.’’ 
Barkov, the Panthers’ captain, gave Florida a cushion when 
he scored on a give-and-go from Carter Verhaeghe on the 
team’s fourth power-play opportunity midway through the 
third.  
Bennett scored into an empty net in the final seconds.  
“Most of the time, we played exactly the way we wanted,” 
Barkov said. “I think it helps us knowing this team is going to 
push the whole game. We had to be on our toes for the 
whole 60 minutes. We had a good goalie in the net, played 
good defensively and had some offense. I thought it was 
pretty solid.” 
Carolina goalie Antti Raanta (3-1-1) made 33 saves in the 
loss.  
The Hurricanes were 0-3 on the power play with majority of 
their time coming in the third period while down a goal. 
Carolina’s first chance with the man advantage came on a 
Brandon Montour penalty with 24.5 seconds remaining in the 
second period.  

“Their goalie made some good saves and it was a tough 
game,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I did not like 
our first period, we got behind and slowly kind of got back 
into it. We had plenty of opportunity, but it has been tough 
sledding when it comes to scoring. We have one goal in two 
games and that was off the back of a goalie. It magnifies 
everything when you’re not scoring. I didn’t love the game. 
We had too many guys who were not a factor.” 
STAAL CITY 
Eric Staal played his first NHL game in a 3-1 loss to the 
Panthers in Sunrise on Oct. 9, 2003.  
Wednesday marked his 1,300th regular-season game, and 
Staal — now a member of the Panthers — was able to 
celebrate the milestone on the ice with two of his brothers: 
Florida defenseman Marc, and Carolina captain Jordan.  
“There’s a sense of good hockey karma here,” said Maurice, 
who was Eric’s first NHL coach with the Hurricanes. “They 
deserve that.” 
Eric Staal is the 54th player to reach 1,300 games in NHL 
history and is the active leader in games played.  
NOTES 
The Panthers will have forward Matthew Tkachuk back on 
Saturday after he served the last of his two-game 
suspension on Wednesday. The Panthers are also expected 
to activate defenseman Aaron Ekblad from long-term injured 
reserve in time for their next game. … Carolina had center 
Paul Stastny and defenseman Calvin de Haan as healthy 
scratches, with goalie Frederik Anderson out after leaving 
practice early Tuesday with an undisclosed injury. Florida 
scratched defenseman Lucas Carlsson and forward Patric 
Hornqvist missed his third consecutive game with an upper-
body injury. 
UP NEXT 
Hurricanes: Host Edmonton Oilers on Thursday night. 
Panthers: Host Edmonton Oilers on Saturday afternoon. 
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Carolina plays Edmonton in an non-conference matchup 

Edmonton Oilers (8-6-0, fourth in the Pacific Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (8-4-1, third in the Metropolitan Division) 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 
FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -155, 
Oilers +132; over/under is 6.5 
BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes and the Edmonton 
Oilers square off in a non-conference matchup. 
Carolina has a 3-2-0 record at home and an 8-4-1 record 
overall. The Hurricanes have a 4-1-0 record when scoring a 
power-play goal. 
Edmonton is 8-6-0 overall and 4-1-0 in road games. The 
Oilers have a +four scoring differential, with 53 total goals 
scored and 49 conceded. 
Thursday’s game is the fourth time these teams meet this 
season. The Oilers won the previous matchup 6-4. 
TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has seven goals and 
eight assists for the Hurricanes. Martin Necas has five goals 
and seven assists over the last 10 games. 

Connor McDavid has scored 14 goals with 15 assists for the 
Oilers. Leon Draisaitl has seven goals and 11 assists over 
the last 10 games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-4-1, averaging 2.6 goals, 
4.5 assists, 4.2 penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while 
giving up 3.1 goals per game. 
Oilers: 6-4-0, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.7 assists, 4.2 penalties 
and 8.9 penalty minutes while giving up 3.3 goals per game. 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Jake 
Gardiner: out (hip/back), Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), 
Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
Oilers: Tyler Benson: out (knee), Evander Kane: out (wrist), 
Vincent Desharnais: out (wrist), Raphael Lavoie: out 
(undisclosed), Oscar Klefbom: out (shoulder), Mike Smith: 
out (undisclosed). 
___ 
The Associated Press created this story using technology 
provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 
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NHL small-sample superstars: Predictions on who keeps it up 

By Greg Wyshynski 

When it comes to NHL debates, "small sample size" is the 
most reliable counterargument. 
If there's a team off to a blazing start, showing signs of being 
an unexpected Stanley Cup contender? "Small sample size." 
If there's a team that isn't delivering on its hype? "Small 
sample size." 
The same goes for players. Every team has a player that's 
put up impressive numbers in a small sliver of the season. 
The question is whether their domination will eventually fade 
or if these starts are a snapshot of what's to come. 
Here are the small-sample superstars for all 32 NHL teams, 
from goalies stonewalling opponents to skaters on points-
per-game benders. 

Atlantic Division 
Boston Bruins: Hampus Lindholm 

Bruins coach Jim Montgomery loves his structure but admits 
"when you have special players like Lindholm, they're going 
to do stuff that's off the team structure, but that's why they're 
special." In other words, the Boston defenseman has the 
green light to create offensively and create he has, to the 
tune of 13 points in 13 games to start the season. 
Will it continue? Lindholm hasn't averaged more than one 
assist per 60 minutes since his second season in the NHL 
(2014-15). Through 13 games, he's averaging 1.7 assists. 
He hasn't averaged over two points per 60 minutes in his 
career. He's averaging 2.5 points now. We're going to 
assume there's some regression headed his way and that 
Charlie McAvoy could usurp him on the top power-play unit 
when he's back in the lineup. 

Buffalo Sabres: Rasmus Dahlin 

In which we ask if a player can win the Norris Trophy in 12 
games. Dahlin had 15 points to start the season while 
skating an average of 25:54 per game, which would be a 
new career high if it holds. Last season's 53-point 
performance might have been the breakout, but this has 
been the leap to stardom for the 2018 No. 1 overall pick. 
Will it continue? Yes. Dahlin is doing it with his offense, 
including terrific shot generation. But defensively he has 
been just as good: The Sabres get 54.4% of the shot 
attempts and give up just 1.45 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-
5 when Dahlin is on the ice. 

Detroit Red Wings: Dominik Kubalik 

On the list of high-profile additions for the Red Wings in the 
offseason, Kubalik might not have had the juice that David 
Perron or Andrew Copp had. What he has instead: 15 points 
in his first 12 games, tying Dylan Larkin for the team lead. 
Will it continue? Kubalik had the reputation as a streaky 
scorer when he played with the Blackhawks -- six points in 
10 games to start last season but then one point in the next 
11, for example. That said, he has shot around 20% in his 
career before and could do it again. 

Florida Panthers: Matthew Tkachuk 

So far, Tkachuk is the star player the Panthers thought they 
were getting when they traded Jonathan Huberdeau to the 
Flames and got Tkachuk on that eight-year contract 
extension. Through 12 games, he had 17 points and pumped 
63 shots on goal. He was also suspended for hitting Kings 
goalie Jonathan Quick in the face with his stick, because the 
Panthers were also getting that, too. 
Will it continue? Absolutely. Tkachuk found another level last 
season with 104 points in 82 games, including 42 goals. 
Look at what Johnny Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm have 
done without him so far. Tkachuk is for real, and the 
Panthers have 66.3% of the expected goals with him on the 
ice. 

Montreal Canadiens: Kirby Dach 

There was much surprise at the 2022 draft when the host 
Montreal Canadiens traded a 2022 first-round and third-
round pick for the 21-year-old who had struggled to find his 
groove with the Blackhawks. He's finding it in Montreal, with 
10 points in 12 games. 
Will it continue? Dach has looked good playing with Nick 
Suzuki and Cole Caufield on the Habs' top line. He's 
averaging just over a shot more per game than last season. 
He's picking up points. Coach Martin St. Louis has praised 
his efforts. A change might have done him good. 

Ottawa Senators: Shane Pinto 

Pinto continued to lead all rookies heading into Tuesday 
night with six goals in 11 games, but with only one assist on 
the season. The 21-year-old center has spread out his 
production, scoring in six of 11 games. 
Will it continue? Pinto was the Calder Trophy favorite in our 
first NHL Awards Watch this season. He has some talented 
company in the freshman scoring race with players like Matty 
Beniers, Mason McTavish and Cole Perfetti, so that might 
not hold. His production with the Senators will depend on 
usage: Does he see more time with someone like Alex 
DeBrincat or someone like Tyler Motte? 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Nikita Kucherov 

He's doing it again. The former Hart Trophy winner has 20 
points in his first 12 games this season to lead the Bolts, and 
was tied for sixth in the NHL in even-strength points in that 
span. He has been skating with Brandon Hagel and Brayden 
Point, but really he could skate with me and put up points, 
and I'm like playing with a guy using a pool noodle for a stick. 
Will it continue? That 1.67 points-per-game average probably 
isn't going to hold, but keep in mind that Kucherov averaged 
1.56 points per game in 2018-19. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: John Tavares 

Tavares is now 32 years old and is off to a blazing start with 
15 points in 13 games, including eight goals. His production 
has become both an assumption -- he has not been under 
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2.9 points per 60 minutes since 2016-17 with the Islanders -- 
and overshadowed by his younger star teammates. The old 
guy (comparatively) has still got it! 
Will it continue? That four points per 60 minutes average isn't 
likely to remain at that level, but it might not drop that 
precipitously if he has found a line with William Nylander and 
Nick Robertson that clicks. 

Metropolitan Division 
Carolina Hurricanes: Martin Necas 

Sometimes it's the trades don't make that pay off. There was 
speculation in the offseason that the Hurricanes might move 
Necas, both because of their own needs and because the 
restricted free agent hadn't broken out yet. He signed a two-
year bridge contract with Carolina and, behold, the breakout 
might be happening: 17 points in 12 games for a player 
whose career best is 41 points. 
Will it continue? His 1.8 goals per 60 minutes is going to be a 
tough pace to maintain, but he has been around a goal per 
60 minutes in previous seasons. We're optimistic this is real 
for Necas, partially because of his chemistry at even strength 
with Andrei Svechnikov, who already has eight goals on the 
season. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: Kent Johnson 

We could give this to Boone Jenner and Jakub Voracek for 
being the only Blue Jackets players to score power-play 
goals through 12 games this season. Instead, we'll give 
rookie forward Johnson his flowers for scoring six points in 
11 games despite averaging just 12:33 in average ice time. 
Will it continue? Yes, if coach Brad Larsen would be so kind 
as to give Johnson more than 12:33 in average ice time per 
game. Oh, and if he can pick up a point now and again on 
their moribund power play. 

New Jersey Devils: Nico Hischier 

The Devils have multiple candidates for the small-sample 
superstar tag. With apologies to Jesper Bratt, we're going 
with his sometimes linemate Hischier for scoring 12 points in 
11 games and playing the kind of defense that's already 
generating Selke Trophy buzz -- bolstered by his 60% 
winning percentage on faceoffs. 
Will it continue? Will it continue for Jack Hughes? Will it 
continue for Dougie Hamilton? Those are essentially the 
same question that's asked of Hischier here, because it all 
comes down to health. The Devils' captain played 70 games 
last season, his most since his rookie campaign in 2017-18 
when he played all 82. The more he plays, the more he 
produces, especially flanked by Bratt. 

New York Islanders: Ilya Sorokin 

The team's top goaltender has been nothing short of brilliant 
at the start of the season, with a .933 save percentage, a 
2.20 goals-against average and a 6-3-0 record. 
Will it continue? Yes, because this is all looking a bit like last 
season. The Islanders are giving up around the same 
number of shots per game (32.5), but Sorokin's save 
percentage is a bit better than last season (.925), when he 
had seven shutouts and finished sixth for the Vezina Trophy. 
This season, he's fourth in goals saved above expected per 
60 minutes (0.870) and looking like he could end up as a 
finalist. 

New York Rangers: Mika Zibanejad 

The Rangers center has been lauded for years as a 
playmaker, tallying 52 assists last season en route to 81 
points. His prowess as a goal-scorer is probably a little 
underrated, despite popping for 41 goals in 2019-20. That 
average of two goals per 60 minutes is going to be hard to 
match, but with seven goals in 13 games (1.5) he's off to a 
great start. 
Will it continue? One assumes the Rangers' 5-on-5 scoring is 
going to perk up at some point, as it's down nearly 0.30 
goals per game from last season. That will help his totals, 
which sat at 15 points in 13 games. One also assumes their 
power play, ranked 16th now, will also find another gear. The 
scary part: Zibanejad scored six of his first seven goals with 
the man advantage. 

Philadelphia Flyers: Carter Hart 

The quintessential small-sample superstar this season. 
Based on his first eight games, Hart has turned his career 
around with a 6-0-2 record, a .946 save percentage and a 
1.97 goals-against average. He leads the NHL in goals 
saved above expected (15.9) and wins above replacement 
(2.66). A welcome return to form. 
Will it continue? How much do we owe Hart's start to the 
John Tortorella effect, as the curmudgeonly former ESPN 
analyst took his defensive style to Philly in the offseason? 
Perhaps not much. The Flyers give up the third-most shots 
against per game. They have an expected goals against per 
60 minutes at 5-on-5 of 3.27 in 11 games, and an actual 
goals-against average of 2.16, which underscores how good 
Hart has been. Will the rest of the system catch up to the 
goalie's play, or is the Hart blockage going to continue in 
spite of the Flyers' play in front of him? 

Pittsburgh Penguins: Evgeni Malkin 

Sidney Crosby is doing Sidney Crosby things, with 14 points 
in 12 games. But having Malkin scoring at a point-per-game 
pace out of the gate for the Penguins has been great to see, 
with seven of those points coming at even strength. 
Will it continue? For all the "Geno is cooked" proclamations 
that accompanied him re-signing with the Penguins, it should 
be said that Malkin hasn't been under a point-per-game pace 
but once since the 2011-12 season. He also hasn't played 
more than 68 games since the 2017-18 season when he was 
31 years old, so let's all enjoy this while we can. 

 

Washington Capitals: Dylan Strome 

A quick check of the Capitals' scoring leaders: OK, there's 
Alex Ovechkin. There's Evgeny Kuznetsov, as expected. 
And sandwiched between them after 14 games is ... Dylan 
Strome? The former Blackhawks center joined the Capitals 
after Nicklas Backstrom's hip surgery put him on the shelf 
indefinitely. He has 12 points in 14 games for Washington, 
most of it coming away from Ovechkin at 5-on-5. 
Will it continue? The good news for Strome is that he sees 
plenty of Ovechkin on the power play, where he's playing on 
the Caps' first unit. Seven of his 12 points have come with 
the man advantage. Many Washington players have picked 
up points with Ovi and Kuzy out there on the power play, and 
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Strome shouldn't be an exception. Seeing him hit his career 
high of 57 points (2018-19) is feasible. 

Central Division 
Arizona Coyotes: Shayne Gostisbehere 

Gostisbehere told me before the Coyotes' home opener that 
he's gotten his confidence back as a puck-moving 
defenseman, seeing his second campaign in Arizona as 
continuing "a chance to resurrect my career." The 29-year-
old defenseman had 10 points in 11 games. 
Will it continue? Yes, for two reasons. The first is coach 
André Tourigny, who will keep Gostisbehere honest and 
push him to succeed. Gostisbehere said the coach pulled 
him aside after only three games to ensure that his game 
remained on point. The second is that Gostisbehere is a free 
agent next summer, so he's playing for a contract in Tempe 
or elsewhere, which is always a motivating factor. 

Chicago Blackhawks: Jonathan Toews 

Some surmised that the Blackhawks' tank would be a tidy 
affair this season. Some things have worked out to that end, 
like the team already having to turn to a fifth-string goalie. 
Others have not, like captain Jonathan Toews refusing to go 
down with the ship and scoring seven goals in 12 games. 
Will it continue? Toews hasn't cracked 20 goals since the 
2018-19 season, but he's healthy and producing with various 
linemates at 5-on-5 and on the power play. The biggest 
question for Toews isn't whether this will continue, but 
perhaps where it would continue. Is this offensive outburst an 
audition tape for teams seeking to trade for the veteran for 
their Cup runs, assuming he'd save his no-movement clause 
(and the Blackhawks pick up a chunk of his cap hit)? Bottom 
line: It's good to see Toews playing effective hockey again. 

Colorado Avalanche: Valeri Nichushkin 

Nichushkin broke the hearts of some rival NHL analytics 
departments when he decided to remain with the Avalanche. 
The 27-year-old was certainly desired by several other 
teams. Instead, he's off to the best start of his NHL career 
with seven goals in seven games. 
Will it continue? This is the smallest of sample sizes because 
the injury bug nipped Nichushkin, and he's missed time with 
a lower-body injury. Health aside, the biggest concern about 
his continued goal-scoring dominance is the ebb and flow of 
NHL special teams: Five of his seven goals have come on 
the power play. While the Avalanche will be near the top of 
the league on special teams, they're probably not going to 
keep clicking at a 38.2% conversion rate. 

Dallas Stars: Jamie Benn 

You'd have to go back to 2017-18 to find last time Benn was 
sniffing around a point-per-game pace in the NHL, when he 
had 79 points in 82 games. He's started the season with 11 
points in 12 games, including four goals. That's notable when 
you consider Benn didn't score his 11th point last season 
until Dec. 6. 
Will it continue? Stars have one of the best lines in hockey 
(Jason Robertson-Joe Pavelski-Roope Hintz), which allows 
players like Benn and Tyler Seguin to add secondary scoring 
rather than feel that top-line pressure. The problem is that 
Benn has only tallied four points at even strength while 
notching seven on the power play. Considering that 

imbalance, Benn's bound to go down at some point from a 
production perspective. 

Minnesota Wild: Matt Boldy 

This was supposed to be the season when friends and AHL 
linemates Matt Boldy and Marco Rossi took over the NHL. 
Rossi is on whatever list is the opposite of the small-sample 
superstars -- constrained-cohort calamities? -- with one 
assist in 10 games. Boldy, meanwhile, picked up where he 
let off last season with 10 points in 11 games, giving him 49 
points in 58 games for his career. 
Will it continue? Absolutely. Boldy's even-strength production 
is his bread and butter. While his 17.1% shooting percentage 
will probably come back down to Earth, he's shown an ability 
to generate offense even when his linemates might not be 
clicking. 

Nashville Predators: Nino Niederreiter 

Niederreiter is one of those players where it feels like he 
should have had a 30-goal season on his ledger already, but 
doesn't. His best goal-scoring season was in 2016-17 when 
he topped out at 25 goals. He's started his first season with 
the Predators with six goals in 12 games -- consider that his 
sixth goal of 2021-22 didn't come until Dec. 11. 
Will it continue? Likely not. As much as Niederreiter can feel 
like that 30-goal guy, he's actually the one whose ceiling 
might be in the mid-20s. Which is to say that we don't expect 
him to be the next Ryan Johansen in Nashville, where his 
elephantine shooting percentage (23.1%) carries over 
through a full season. 

St. Louis Blues: Brayden Schenn 

Finding the "superstars" in the Blues' stumbling start is a 
challenge, when dependable names like Ryan O'Reilly and 
Jordan Kyrou are having their struggles. But let's give a little 
love to Schenn, who has 10 points in 10 games to start the 
season, having scored in seven of those 10 contests. 
Will it continue? Schenn quietly showed some impressive 
offensive pop last season, with 58 points in 62 games. But 
that St. Louis team is not this one, in that they've gone from 
the best scoring season in franchise history to the NHL's 
lowest-scoring team this season. Barring a second-half 
turnaround -- and hey, it's the Blues, so it's not out of the 
realm of possibilities -- we'd fade Schenn on his continued 
offensive output. 

Winnipeg Jets: Josh Morrissey 

Morrissey has been on the brink of an offensive breakout for 
years, before setting a career high with 37 points in 79 
games last season. Through 11 games this season, he has 
11 points -- 10 of them assists. 
Will it continue? Yes. Among the diagnoses from Dr. Rick 
Bowness -- who is not a licensed medical practitioner, but 
has dabbled in surgery on this roster since arriving as head 
coach -- was that the Jets' defensemen had to produce more 
offensively. Morrissey's even-strength output has been a 
direct beneficiary of that tactical change. Given Winnipeg's 
scoring talent up front, there's no reason to believe that will 
change. 
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Pacific Division 

Anaheim Ducks: Trevor Zegras 

We knew Zegras could produce points, as he had 61 of them 
last season in 75 games. We knew he could score inventive 
goals, lacrosse-style and otherwise, in tallying 23 times as a 
rookie. But with seven goals in 13 games so far this season, 
"Z" is on pace for 44 goals, almost doubling his output year 
over year. 
Will it continue? Probably not. Zegras has a shooting 
percentage of 24.1% and is actually shooting less on 
average per game this season (6.9 shots on goal per game) 
than last season (8.1). Hitting 30 goals in square in sight, but 
we'd be surprised if he cracked 40. Then again, it's Trevor 
Zegras we're talking about -- expect the incredible. 

Calgary Flames: Nazem Kadri 

One of the questions about Kadri after he left Colorado and 
signed in Calgary as a free agent: Was his first point-per-
game season in the NHL a contract year anomaly or has the 
32-year-old center leveled up? So far, it's the latter: Kadri 
has 11 points in his first 11 games as a Flame. 
Will it continue? While Darryl Sutter can occasionally put his 
lines in a blender, Kadri appears to have clicked with winger 
Andrew Mangiapane early on, and the coach has taken 
notice. That's good news for this production continuing. The 
Flames aren't the Avalanche offensively, but that might not 
matter: Kadri's points per 60 minutes this season (3.7) is on 
par with last season's (3.8) and that might just be where his 
game is at this point in his career. 

Edmonton Oilers: Stuart Skinner 

Skinner has a 2-3-0 record through five games, but has put 
up strong numbers for the Oilers: .928 save percentage, 2.62 
goals-against average and 5.6 goals saved above expected. 
Will it continue? For the Oilers' sake, hopefully! There are 
some reasons to believe that Skinner could be a sufficient 
backstop for Edmonton in comparison to Jack Campbell -- 
he's much better at high-danger chances, for example. But 
he's only going to be able to maintain these numbers for so 
long if the Oilers continue to be so porous defensively, as 
they're currently 27th overall in expected goals against at 5-
on-5. 

Los Angeles Kings: Gabriel Vilardi 

The Kings have been waiting for the breakout season for the 
No. 11 pick in the 2017 draft. With 14 points in his first 14 
games, including nine goals, the 23-year-old appears to have 
arrived. 
Will it continue? Sure, especially if Vilardi continues to flank 
Adrian Kempe and Anze Kopitar on the Kings' top scoring 
line. They had a 60.3% expected goals rate through nine 
games together, and Vilardi has also been getting time with 
the top power-play unit. If they drop him down the lineup, 
there are still players with whom he can click like Alex Iafallo, 
but he might not maintain that point-per-game pace. 

San Jose Sharks: Erik Karlsson 

There's something exhilarating about Karlsson showing this 
generation of offensive defensemen that the O.G. point-per-
game guy can still dominate. He had 19 points in his hist first 
14 games, skating 24:57 per night. 
Will it continue? As usual, it all comes down to health for the 
two-time Norris Trophy winner, who hasn't played more than 
56 games since the 2017-18 season. But Karlsson has said 
he's in the best mental place he's been in for years, with 
COVID and other off-ice issues of less concern. He even got 
back to Sweden for the first time in five years. Happy in life, 
happy on the ice. If he's in the lineup, we're witnessing the 
Karl-enaissance. 

Seattle Kraken: Matty Beniers 

The Kraken are having the season we all figured they'd have 
in their inaugural campaign -- even if their goaltending 
remains squarely "meh" -- and the arrival of Beniers is a big 
reason. The rookie has nine points in 13 games, including 
five goals. 
Will it continue? We predicted Beniers would win the Calder 
Trophy as NHL rookie of the year because Seattle's 
collection of wingers would provide him with plenty of 
offensive pop. Whether it's Jaden Schwartz and Jordan 
Eberle or Andre Burakovsky and Jared McCann -- or any 
combination therein -- Beniers will put up points. What we 
need to see is some gradual defensive improvement, from 
the faceoff circle to 5-on-5 play. 

Vancouver Canucks: Bo Horvat 

Horvat had a breakout 2021-22, with 31 goals in 70 games, a 
career-best 1.4 goals per 60 minutes rate. To put his 10 
goals in 12 games this season into perspective, Horvat's 
goals per 60 is 2.4 in that stretch. That he's done it bouncing 
around a couple of lines for coach Bruce Boudreau is even 
better. 
Will it continue? On the one hand, Horvat is singing for his 
supper in a contract year ahead of unrestricted free agency, 
which usually portends good things offensively. On the other 
hand, there's probably no way he's shooting over 23% for a 
full season. He could top last season's total, but we're not 
thinking the 40-goal mark is in the cards. 

Vegas Golden Knights: Logan Thompson 

Coming into the season, the Golden Knights believed they 
could replace injured starter Robin Lehner internally -- they 
had to due to cap constraints, but they also believed in 
Thompson's potential. So far, he's rewarded that belief, with 
a .934 save percentage, 2.01 goals-against average and 5.4 
goals saved above expected. 
Will it continue? Yes, for two reasons: Bruce and Cassidy. 
The new Golden Knights coach has his team playing strong 
defense (2.08 goals against per game through 13 games, 
best in the NHL) in front of their goaltending. The Knights are 
fifth in expected goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. As 
long as that defense holds up, there's a chance the 
Thompson has a shot at the Calder Trophy and the Jennings 
Trophy this season. 
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NHL roundup: Spencer Knight, Panthers blank Hurricanes 

Spencer Knight made 40 saves for his first shutout of the 
season as the Florida Panthers defeated the Carolina 
Hurricanes 3-0 on Wednesday in Sunrise, Fla. 
It was Knight's third career shutout in 42 games over parts of 
three NHL seasons. The 40 stops were a season-high for the 
21-year-old goalie, and when Carolina pushed back in the 
third period, Knight was particularly sharp, stopping 18 shots 
in the final stanza. 
Nick Cousins, Aleksander Barkov and Sam Bennett scored 
for Florida, which has won back-to-back games despite 
missing Matthew Tkachuk because of a suspension. Antti 
Raanta made 33 saves for Carolina, which lost its second 
straight game. Raanta was filling in for Frederik Andersen, 
who was injured in practice on Tuesday. 
For the 11th time in their NHL careers, and first time since 
2016, brothers Eric, Jordan, and Marc Staal played in the 
same game. Jordan is the Hurricanes captain, while Eric and 
Marc both play for Florida. 
Canadiens 5, Canucks 2 
Kirby Dach scored twice, Nick Suzuki tallied less than a 
minute into the game and Mike Hoffman registered his third 
goal in two contests as Montreal earned a victory over 
visiting Vancouver. 

Arber Xhekaj also scored during a three-goal first period for 
Montreal, which snapped its three-game home slide. 
The Canadiens' Sam Montembeault made 31 saves and 
appeared headed for his second career shutout before Luke 
Schenn scored 4:45 into the third. Vancouver's Nils 
Hoglander put in a rebound with 11:03 left. Canucks goalie 
Thatcher Demko seemed frazzled at times while stopping 24 
shots. 
Penguins 4, Capitals 1 
Casey DeSmith made 24 saves to help visiting Pittsburgh 
snap a seven-game winless streak with a victory over 
Washington. 
Jason Zucker, Brock McGinn and Jeff Petry each scored 
during a three-goal second period and Jake Guentzel tallied 
into an empty net in the third for the Penguins. Pittsburgh's 
victory was its first since posting a 6-3 win over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Oct. 22. 
Penguins superstar captain Sidney Crosby recorded his 
901st career assist to tie Hall of Famer Bryan Trottier for 
19th place on the NHL's all-time list. Crosby (1,424 points) 
also moved one point ahead of Capitals captain Alex 
Ovechkin and resides one point behind Trottier for 17th place 
on the league's all-time points list. 
--Field Level Media 
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Oilers face Hurricanes in first game since Evander Kane injury 
By Field Level Media 
The Carolina Hurricanes' recent problems suddenly look 
trivial compared to those of the Edmonton Oilers. 
The Hurricanes enter their Thursday home game against the 
Oilers coming off a shutout loss at the hands of the Florida 
Panthers on Wednesday and having scored only one goal 
over the past two games. 
In their last game, the Oilers saw a teammate sustain an 
injury that set off alarms around the team and the NHL in 
general. Now, Edmonton will try to demonstrate a strong 
mental approach amid a four-game, East Coast trip. 
Oilers left winger Evander Kane skated off the ice with a 
wrist injury that required emergency medical attention 
because of a cut that resulted in considerable loss of blood 
Tuesday night at Tampa Bay. 
The injury to Kane, which occurred while he was down and 
Lightning forward Pat Maroon skated over his wrist, was 
scary in nature and will result in him missing at least three 
months of action. 
"Evander is a real popular teammate and he's an important 
piece of our team," Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. 
Despite Kane's injury, Edmonton beat Tampa Bay 3-2. The 
Oilers had been a bit off their game before that, losing three 
straight. The remedy for some of their recent missteps? 
"It's nice to show we can play a little bit of defense," center 
Conor McDavid said. 
And with that, there's a renewed sense of confidence. 
"It has taken a little while for us to get it back on the rails," 
Woodcroft said. "That's a credit to our players for digging in 
and finding a way." 
To take Kane's place, the Oilers called up Klim Kostin and 
Mattias Janmark from Bakersfield of the American Hockey 
League. 
As for the Hurricanes, getting right back to work in the 
second game of a back-to-back set may be a good thing. 

"Flush this one down the toilet," Hurricanes defenseman 
Dylan Coghlan said of the loss to Florida. 
Carolina had forward Jack Drury in the lineup for the first 
time this season after calling him up from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL. He won six of eight faceoffs. 
"He was a bright spot for me," coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"I tried to bump him up a bit (in the lineup) because he was 
going. But really, we had too many guys that we need to play 
well that didn't up front. That's not going to work." 
Edmonton has split its first two games of a four-game trip to 
face Eastern Conference foes. In the Tuesday win at Tampa 
Bay, former Carolina forward Warren Foegele produced a 
short-handed goal, his first goal of the season. 
"His start (to the season) didn't go how he wanted 
statistically," Woodcroft said. "We felt good about him being 
on the ice." 
Perhaps that will mark a turnaround for what the Oilers can 
do with their penalty killing. Their 70.5 percent mark ranks 
third worst in the league. 
"We're trying new things and seeing what works," McDavid 
said. 
Meanwhile, the power play is going well for Edmonton, which 
has a league-high 17 man-advantage goals this season. 
The Oilers hold a 4-1-0 road record. 
Carolina is 27-7-3 against Western Conference opponents in 
the past two-plus seasons, marking the best winning 
percentage by an Eastern Conference team against the 
West since the start of the 2020-21 season. 
The Oilers beat the Hurricanes 6-4 in Edmonton on Oct. 20. 
Kane had a goal in that game, and Edmonton's Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and McDavid each notched a goal and three 
assists. Andrei Svechnikov produced a hat trick for Carolina 
in the loss. 
--Field Level Media 
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Hurricanes Have Time to Solve Goaltending Issues 
By Jacob Billington 

The Carolina Hurricanes, who currently sit second in the 
NHL’s Metropolitan Division, are off to a good start to the 
season. But there may be a bit of concern in the blue paint 
with the goaltending duo of Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta. In a year that both goaltenders are pending 
unrestricted free agents (UFA), they are not playing to the 
standard that many had hoped. 
Goaltending is the most important position on an NHL team. 
The last line of defense, and the one player who can make or 
break any game, or even an entire season, needless to say, 
is a valuable role. For a team seeking to contend for the 
Stanley Cup, questions in goal can get a lot of conversations 
and concern started amongst fans. With that said, it is still 
very early, and their play can get better very quickly. 

Hurricanes’ Goaltending Performances 

Through the teams’ first 12 games, Andersen has eight starts 
and a record of 5-3-0, with a save percentage (SV%) of 
0.891 and a goals-against average (GAA) of 2.72. This is not 

good enough for the starting goaltender. The team has 
played very well in front of him, resulting in the positive 
record, but Andersen hasn’t been making all of the saves the 
team is expecting him to make. 
Throughout the last five games he played, Andersen has 
only had one game with an SV% of .900, with the rest being 
in the .800s. The Hurricanes have a great defensive system, 
and while there are certainly some mistakes on the defensive 
end, the team allows just over 25 shots against per game 
with Andersen in net, so it’s not like he is getting peppered 
every night. 
On a positive note, Andersen started the season with an 
SV% of .969 and .957 in his first two games, and there have 
been signs of positivity in his game. He’s had some great 
periods, bailing out the Hurricanes on multiple occasions and 
making some big saves. Prior to the game against the Maple 
Leafs, per TopDownHockey, Andersen had a goals saved 
above expected per 60 minutes (GSAx/60) of plus-0.4, 
meaning he is making all of the saves he should be making 
each game, and even a little bit more. (his GSAx/60 of +0.4 
ranks ninth among all starting goaltenders).
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Hurricanes Get Shutout by Knight and the Panthers 

By Brett Finger 

Wednesday night’s game between the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Florida Panthers down in Miami saw quite a reunion take 
place. 
Jordan, Marc, and Eric Staal were all on the ice at FLA Live 
Arena. This time, Marc and Eric represented a Panthers club 
looking to pick up back-to-back wins for the first time since 
their first two games of the season. 
The Cats managed to do just that. Behind a stellar 
performance from young goalie Spencer Knight, the 
Panthers shut out the Hurricanes by a 3-0 final tally. 
Carolina’s start was, in a word, dreadful. 
The Panthers jumped all over the Hurricanes in the opening 
minutes of the first period, and they didn’t relent much 
through the rest of the frame. 
One of Florida’s several lengthy offensive zone shifts ended 
with a goal near the midway point of the first. In a puzzling 
sequence, Dylan Coughlin lost track of Nick Cousins and 
failed to recover and track him down before he cashed in on 
an easy backdoor goal on Antti Raanta. 
Florida followed up their goal with more dangerous scoring 
attempts, including a long breakaway from Sam Reinhart that 
Raanta made an outstanding save on with his outstretched 
right pad. 
Raanta held things together for the Hurricanes, whose play 
deserved a larger deficit than the one they exited the first 
period with. 
On the other end of the ice, it was the fourth line (now 
featuring Jack Drury) that produced the most consistent 
offense. They pinned the Panthers in their own zone on 
multiple shifts, and Drury very nearly tied the game, but his 
bid went wide of a yawning cage. 
A sloppy opening 20 gave way to an equally rocky start to 
the second period. On the first shift of the frame, Jordan 
Martinook got whistled for an offensive zone high-sticking 
penalty, and the Panthers went on the hunt. 
Raanta stood on his head from start to finish and earned a 
beneficial bounce on an Alex Barkov shot that rang the 

crossbar. By the end of Florida’s power play, less than three 
minutes into the period, they had already piled up 18 shots 
on goal. 
While their first penalty-killing effort was more of a one-man 
show, their second assignment just before the midway point 
of the period was much better. They locked the Panthers 
down, held them without a shot on net, and used it to build 
some momentum. 
After another push from the fourth line, a new-look Aho line 
had a good shift, with Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo 
Tervainen swapping spots in the lineup, but Spencer Knight 
made a couple of nice saves to keep the Hurricanes off the 
board. 
Most of Carolina’s chances in the second period weren’t very 
dangerous, though. They threw more shots toward the net, 
sacrificing quality in the process and not making it difficult on 
Knight. 
A third second-period minor penalty on the Hurricanes gave 
the Panthers another chance up a man, but the road team 
remained perfect on the PK and kept the game within a goal. 
Aided by a pair of power plays, Carolina started to mount 
quality chances on Knight, but they couldn’t capitalize. Their 
momentum got halted by a Drury tripping penalty at 8:49, 
and the fourth time was the charm for the Cats. 
Carter Verhaeghe blew by the Hurricanes’ PK at the blue line 
and saucered a gorgeous pass to the tape of Barkov at the 
backdoor to make it a 2-0 game. 
The Hurricanes tried to claw their way back, but it was too 
little too late with Knight on top of his game and the Panthers 
playing them tough to the very end. Sam Bennett potted an 
empty-net goal with six seconds left in the third period, and 
that was all. 
The Hurricanes have now dropped back-to-back games after 
their 3-1 loss to the Maple Leafs on Sunday. They will hit the 
ice again tomorrow night when they return home and take on 
Connor McDavid’s Edmonton Oilers. The Oilers beat the 
Hurricanes in their first head-to-head matchup of the season 
in Alberta. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Carolina Hurricanes Slip to Third in the Metro 
By Zeke Lukow 

1. New Jersey Devils 20 Points: (10-3-0) 

The New Jersey Devils will be without goaltender McKenzie 
Blackwood for the next 3-6 weeks. The goalie suffered a 
sprained MCL last week in their 4-3 win over the Edmonton 
Oilers. Vitek Vanacek will now have to carry the majority of 
the load between the pipes. The loss for the Devils won’t be 
a huge one for them though. Both Blackwood and Vanacek 
have sub .900 save percentages and negative goals saved 
above average. However, Vanacek has saved 0.42 goals 
above expected more than Blackwood. The goalies had had 
an even split of starts, but now that Akira Schmid has been 
called up to back up Vanacek, it should lean more towards 
the Czech netminder.  
The Devils are similar to the Hurricanes in the fact that they 
aren’t getting great goaltending but are allowing such few 
shots and scoring more than enough to make up for it. The 
Devils lead the league with an average of 23.8 shots against 
per game which is 1.9 fewer shots than the second place 
Canes. The Devils offense has been firing on all cylinders, 
scoring 3.64 goals per game. They are the most fun team to 
watch right now because they are never out of a game and 
viewers are guaranteed to see plenty of goals.  

2. New York Islanders: 18 Points (9-5-0) 

The Islanders have to be happy about coming back from a 
two goal deficit to beat their cross-city rivals, the New York 
Rangers. The Isles have been a hot team as of late but when 
looking at their performances you can see that it may not be 
sustainable. The Islanders 103.3 PDO means that they will 
have to come back to Earth at some point. What has fueled 
this has been their 10.3% even strength shooting percentage 
and Illya Sorokin who has looked great with a .933 GAA this 
season which ranks as the sixth best goaltender in the 
league. 
The Islanders were without Cal Clutterbuck in their game 
against the Rangers, who left the Islanders’ game Monday 
against the Calgary Flames. Clutterbuck has been an energy 
guy for the Isles and leads the team with 53 hits despite 
missing time this season.  

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 17 Points (8-3-1) 

If there has been one weak spot in the Carolina Hurricanes 
this year it has been the goaltending. While it might seem 
like a recency bias after the loss against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, it has been an issue all season long. The Canes are 
the second best team at limiting shots in the league, allowing 
just 25.7 shots per game but their 0.912 even strength team 
save percentage ranks just 21st.  
Now looking at the goalies’ performances, there’s always the 
question of the quality of chances that are being let up. If the 
Canes let up 25.7 shots but they are mainly high danger, you 
would expect the save percentage to be lower. However, the 
Canes 93 high danger chances against is the fifth best in the 
league and the Canes also rank sixth in high danger chance 
save percentage. Carolina also leads the league in limiting 
scoring chances, letting up 14 less chances than the second 
place Florida Panthers. 
The Canes are limiting all types of chances and the goalies 
are saving the high danger ones at a better rate than most. 

However, Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta rank 28th and 
45th in save percentage among goalies who have logged 
over 120 minutes of ice time respectively. Both goalies also 
have negative goals saved above average meaning they are 
playing below replacement level right now. The Canes 
offense has been able to overcome these shortfalls, but if 
they want to make a real playoff run they are going to have 
to get more out of the goalies.  

4. Philadelphia Flyers: 16 Points (7-3-2) 

Two years ago the Philadelphia Flyers made one of the most 
head scratching moves by trading for Rasmus Ristolainen 
and then extending him for five years with a $5.1 million 
AAV. Ristolainen has consistently been one of the worst 
possession defensemen in the league.  
While he has missed some time to injury, he has played 
eight games this season and the stats have not changed. 
Through his eight games, he has racked up a 23.85% Corsi 
For and a 16.42% expected goals for rate. Both are at the 
bottom of the barrel for the Flyers. 
While the previous regime was happy to play him in the top 
four despite his underlying numbers, Ristolainen has firmly 
cemented himself in new head coach John Tortorella’s dog 
house, already starting to be healthy scratched. His play 
drew these comments from Tortorella, “He’s going to get 
another crack at it. But in everything about his game, I think 
he needs to be better.” His spot in the lineup now is not 
confirmed on a nightly basis and with a $25 million contract, 
the Flyers aren’t going to have a ton of options if he further 
falls out of favor.  

5. New York Rangers: 15 Points (6-5-3) 

The New York Rangers are the Bizarro version of the 
Rangers from last season. Last season they had bad 
possession numbers but relied on historic goaltending to 
propel them to the playoffs. This season the Rangers are a 
top five team in possession with a 54% Corsi but sit at fifth in 
the Metropolitan Division. Igor Shesterkin led all NHL goalies 
last season in goals saved above expected, but so far this 
year ranks just 25th with 0.77 goals saved above expected. 
What advanced stats say about the Rangers is that they are 
very unlucky. With just a 972 PDO they rank fifth to last in 
the NHL. They will see a bounce back and it should be 
expected to see them rise through the ranks as they regress 
to the mean. The biggest issue for the Ranges has been 
their poor even strength shooting percentage at just 6.6% 
which ranks 29th in the league. Don’t be surprised if they 
tear off a double digit winning streak at some point this 
season.  

6. Washington Capitals: 14 Points (6-6-2)  

In this week’s version of the Washington Capitals injury 
report, Defenseman Dimitri Orlov has been added as “day-
to-day.” The addition of Orlov to the injury report brings the 
total up to seven players. This time last week John Carlson 
was listed as day-to-day but was moved to IR on Thursday. 
To replace the missing pieces the Caps called up Sonny 
Milano who was signed last month and also claimed Nicolas 
Aube-Kubel off of waivers from the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
One player that is still going strong for the Caps is Alex 
Ovechkin who scored his 787th goal on Saturday to pass 
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Gordie Howe for the most goals scored with a single 
franchise. He added another on Monday in the Caps win 
over the Edmonton Oilers. His eight goals on the season ties 
him for sixth most in the NHL this season.  

7. Pittsburgh Penguins: 10 Points (4-6-2) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have now lost seven games in a 
row to go from the top of the division to seventh place in the 
Metropolitan Division. This is the first seven-game losing 
streak for the Penguins since the 2005-06 season which 
predates the Penguins drafting Evgeni Malkin and Kris 
Letang. The Penguins don’t have many options to recover 
either. They are only missing Teddy Bleuger and have just 
$5k in cap space. Heading into the season they just gave 
head coach Mike Sullivan a contract extension through the 
2026-27 season. 
The Penguins defense is one of the biggest factors of their 
downfall. Their top pairing of Brian Dumoulin and Kris Letang 
are both bottom five in the team in possession with 48% 
Corsi. This is despite a 53% offensive zone start percentage, 
which rank second and third for defenseman on the 
Penguins. Both also have a sub 50% GF which also ranks 
bottom two on the team for defensemen. The Penguins really 
miss the defensive defenseman in John Marino, and may 
have to look to shuffle the paintings to find success.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 6 Points (3-9-0) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets straight up did not have a good 
time in Finland. They lost their two games against the 
Avalanche by a combined score of 11-5. Friday’s 6-3 loss 
was a little closer than their 5-1 loss on Saturday. These two 
losses now bring the Blue Jackets losing streak to five 
games. In those five games, they haven’t held a lead at any 
point which adds up to 300 minutes without a lead at any 
point. The losing streak also brings their record down to 3-9-
0 which is the third worst start in franchise history. As a 
reference, their first season as an expansion team they went 
3-8-1.  
The one piece of good news for Columbus is they finally 
scored on the power play. Heading to Finland and through 
10 games the Blue Jackets had not scored on the man 
advantage. Now they have power play goals in each of their 
last two games. Patrik Laine was also able to get a bit out of 
the starting gates he stumbled out of in Finland scoring his 
first goal since returning from injury. Getting Laine and 
Johnny Gaudreau going at the same time should see big 
results for a struggling Columbus. They look to end their 
losing streak against the Flyers tomorrow. 
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Wolves Sink Admirals 5-3 

Five different Chicago Wolves scored as the defending 
Calder Cup champions posted a gritty 5-3 victory over the 
Admirals on Wednesday in Milwaukee. 
Blake Murray had a goal and two assists, Malte Stromwall a 
goal and an assist and Oliver Cooper, Noel Gunler and 
Vasily Ponomarev also scored to lift the Wolves to their 
second victory during their now-completed three-game road 
trip. 
Despite a makeshift lineup due to 10 players being sidelined 
with injuries, the Wolves snapped the Central Division-
leading Admirals’ six-game winning streak. 
Captain Max Lajoie chipped in with two assists and 
goaltender Zachary Sawchenko held off a barrage of 
Milwaukee shots and finished with 39 saves to help the 
Wolves improve to 4-4-1-0 on the season. 
The Admirals opened the scoring on a goal by Markus 
Nurmi, but the Wolves tied it later in the first period on 
Cooper’s first American Hockey League goal. Playing in his 
second game with Chicago, the center pounced on a loose 
puck in the slot and chipped it past Admirals goaltender 
Yaroslav Askarov. 
The teams traded goals within the first 90 seconds of the 
second period. First, Stromwall followed up his own shot 
from in close and batted the rebound into the back of the net 
for his second goal of the season and a 2-1 Wolves lead. 
Milwaukee answered right back on a score by Tommy 
Novak. 
Murray then notched his first goal of the season – and the 
first of his AHL career – off a pretty Tic-Tac-Toe passing 

play. Josh Melnick fed Malte Stromwall who then found 
Murray for an easy tap-in and a 3-2 Chicago advantage. 
Again, the lead was short-lived as Juuso Parssinen scored 
less than a minute later to knot the score at 3-3 midway 
through the second. 
Then it was all Wolves as Gunler recorded his first goal of 
the season when the forward wired a 
wrist shot from the high slot that sailed past Askarov to the 
stick side. 
The Wolves increased their lead to 5-3 when Ponomarev 
banged home a shot off a terrific pass from Tuukka Tieksola 
for his third goal of the season. 
That was all the scoring in the game as the Wolves locked 
down Milwaukee in the third period. 
The Wolves killed all four Admirals power plays to hand 
Askarov (18 saves) the loss in goal as Milwaukee dropped to 
7-3-0-0. 
Next up: The Wolves host the Iowa Wild on Saturday (7 p.m., 
My50 Chicago; AHLTV). It will be Military Appreciation Night 
at Allstate Arena. 
Upcoming: On Sunday, the Wolves host Milwaukee (3 p.m., 
AHLTV). It will be Family Sunday and Player Poster 
Giveaway at Allstate Arena. 
For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES. 
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Hurricanes’ Martin Necas displays greater maturity and joins NHL’s elite 
scorers 

 

Cory Lavalette7-9 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

Martin Necas’ cherubic face now sports a little bit of stubble, and his 
previously lean 6-foot-2 frame is filling out, noticeably in his neck and 
shoulders. 

“I matured a little later than the other guys,” he said. “When I was drafted, 
I was 18 but I looked like I was 15. I was 160 pounds.” 

But it’s more than physical maturity that has the 23-year-old Hurricanes 
forward off to the best start of his career. 

“Just being ready for every shift, every game,” Necas said of his growth 
in his fourth NHL season. “Not just physically but mentally. In an 82-
game season, it’s pretty hard to always be at the level you have to be, 
where you want to be.” 

After last season, some wondered if Necas would even be in Raleigh this 
fall. He floundered through the final year of his entry-level contract, 
bouncing from line to line while finishing with a career-low 0.51 points per 
game in posting 14 goals and 40 points in 78 regular-season games. 

Instead of getting the type of payday Andrei Svechnikov received — an 
eight-year, $62 million contract signed in August 2021 — Necas had to 
settle for a two-year bridge deal worth a total of $6 million this summer. 

Through the first month of the season, Necas’ always promising potential 
is blossoming — and not just because he has seven goals and 17 points 
in his first 13 games. Yes, the Czech winger is well on his way to a 
career season statistically, but Necas has also earned the trust of coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. 

“It’s not surprising,” Brind’Amour said of Necas’ start to the season. “I 
mean, you’ve seen it in spurts for how many years now. But it’s always 
about that consistency.” 

It shows in Necas’ ice time. After playing just over 16 minutes a game 
last season, he is up more than three minutes, trailing only Sebastian 
Aho among Hurricanes forwards. 

“I gotta give him the stuff that he wants, just more consistency, which 
maybe last season wasn’t good for me,” Necas said of how he’s earned 
more ice time from Brind’Amour. “I didn’t give him enough of that. If I was 
a coach and some guy plays one game or two games and one game he’s 
terrible, I wouldn’t trust him either. 

“I’m just trying to play the same way all the time. Sometimes it’s better 
than other days, but I’m just trying to keep my game at the same level as 
much as possible.” 

That’s translated to him being near the top of the league in five-on-five 
points — ahead of perennial Hart Trophy candidates Connor McDavid 

and Nathan MacKinnon — while playing on the team’s top power-play 
unit and contributing on the penalty kill. 

“It’s been fun to play in those situations at the end of the game and this 
kind of stuff,” Necas said of the added responsibility. “So I’ve been 
enjoying it.” 

And he’s been rewarding Brind’Amour with the type of dynamic 
playmaking and scoring that can take over a game. 

On a first-period power play against Buffalo last Friday, Necas collected 
the puck on his backhand off a hard rim and quickly passed to Aho inside 
the left dot for a one-timer goal. 

In the second period, he forced a turnover on the forecheck, circled 
around the net and got into a shooting position as Aho returned the favor 
for the go-ahead goal. 

Then on the ice with frequent linemates Svechnikov and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi in the third period, Necas spotted Kotkaniemi crashing the 
net so the center could score his first goal of the year. 

“KK’s been really good even though he’s got only one goal, but he’s been 
playing well,” Necas said of Kotkaniemi. “It’s just pucks were not going in 
for him. I’m not worried about him, I think he’s been playing very well.” 

Opposite of Necas, Svechnikov has been as impactful as his fellow 
winger. 

“Svech is really powerful,” Necas said. “He can outmuscle a lot of guys, 
probably every guy in the NHL, and he’s got a great shot. He can make 
plays as well, so we have kind of a complete line I feel like. We try to play 
good defense as well.” 

The numbers bear that out. The trio all rank in the top 20 in the league in 
Corsi For percentage. 

“We’re all three young guys,” Necas said. “We talk a lot on the ice, so 
every time you don’t like something, we tell each other and we try to 
improve every game. We try to make plays, and if it’s not there just get it 
in the zone and go on the forecheck. But when there is a play to make, 
then we go for it. … We all play a kind of similar game, which helps.” 

Brind’Amour has noticed a difference as well. 

“I think his game away from the puck’s been good,” the coach said. “His 
overall game has definitely been solid.” 

Approximately 40 pounds heavier than what he weighed when he was 
drafted, Necas’ strength is also no longer a liability. 

“I tried to do more upper body workouts this summer. … Last year I got a 
little injured for like three weeks,” he said. “I couldn’t do anything, my 
knee was bothering me, but this summer was good. Coming into camp, I 
was fully ready.” 

He also hasn’t sacrificed his explosive speed as he has bulked up. In 
case you missed it during the offseason, no one hit a higher top speed 
than Necas last season. 

These guys are fast. Very fast. They're like Forrest Gump.   

Any surprises?   
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NHL EDGE Speed presented by @Verizon pic.twitter.com/tVisTXpDVT 

— NHL (@NHL) June 29, 2022 

When I asked Necas about it during the preseason, he grinned but 
shrugged it off. 

“It’s nice to see that I can be up there with guys like McDavid and 
McKinnon, but it’s just like the one measurement,” he said. “But 
obviously, it made me happy for a couple hours.” 

We even joked that maybe he could go head-to-head with McDavid in 
All-Star Weekend’s fastest skater completion. 

“I’ll try to get out there and we’ll see,” he laughed. 

Nearly a sixth of the way through the regular season, an All-Star Game 
appearance doesn’t seem like the pipe dream it maybe was just six 
weeks ago, so I revisited the topic with Necas. 

“We’ll see,” he echoed from our earlier conversation. “Obviously, I will try 
to keep it up on the same level. I don’t really think about (the All-Star 
Game) or anything like that, it’s so far out. But just play the same way 
and we’ll see what’s gonna happen.” 

All-Star Game or not, Necas seems to have finally arrived this season. 
But there’s still some of that 18-going-on-15 teenager who immediately 
became part of Carolina’s core when he was drafted No. 12 overall in 
2017. 

Under his shirt is the same pendant — a small hockey stick — that 
dangled from his neck during training camp before his first full NHL 
season in 2019. 

Speaking of Martin Necas, his hockey stick pendant is everything. 
pic.twitter.com/3IO9gfnRxK 

— Cory Lavalette (@corylav) September 18, 2019 

“It’s just from my mom,” he said this week while holding his hand over it 
from outside his shirt. “I changed the chain but the stick is from when I 
was probably 7, 8 years old. I’m just keeping it there for luck.” 

It’s been hard work, not luck, that has gotten Necas to this point — 
something that at times seemed impossible when he was struggling last 
season. Now, he might be the X-factor for a team with its eyes on the 
Stanley Cup. 

“It’s been a good start,” the stubbly Necas said, ”and it’s so much fun.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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OILERS NOTES: Jack Campbell puts in best performance of the season 

 

Derek Van Diest 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Edmonton Oilers goaltender Jack Campbell needed 
an outing like the one in Tampa, Fla., on Tuesday. 

Campbell needed to play well to bolster his confidence, that of his team 
and of the fan base, who were beginning to question whether the Oilers 
made a wise investment bringing in the free-agent goaltender to be the 
starter. 

Campbell made 35 saves in the 3-2 win against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
at the Amalie Arena, which ended a three-game slide for the club as they 
continue their road trip Wednesday against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“I felt good going in, and they have a good push like they always do in 
this building and I thought the guys played great,” Campbell said 

following the game. “I thought the PK was amazing tonight and we got a 
big shorthanded goal there, too, from Foeges (Warren Foegele), and we 
were able to come away with a big three points.” 

Campbell went into the game off a tough outing against the Dallas Stars 
on Saturday afternoon, where the Oilers were dismantled 6-2. The Oilers 
big off-season free-agent signing went into the game against Tampa Bay 
with at 4.20 goals against average and .874 save percentage. 

Campbell was outstanding early against the Lightning as the Oilers 
withstood an early barrage before Foegele scored a shorthanded goal 
with the team’s first shot on net, 7:45 into the game. The Oilers went on 
to play much better in front of their new goaltender and were able to pull 
out a solid team win. 

“That’s exactly what it was,” Campbell said. “Especially when you’re 
thinking of your teammate Kaner (Evander Kane) going down, we wanted 
to get it done for him and I thought everybody did exactly what we 
needed to do to get the win.” 

Campbell, 30, signed a five-year, $25-million contract to take over the 
starting role for the Oilers after playing the previous 2 1/2 seasons with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. The win against Tampa improved his record to 
6-3-0 with the Oilers, but going into the game, Campbell admitted he had 
yet to be at his best. 

“I thought Jack Campbell, that was the best game I’ve seen him play in 
an Oilers uniform,” said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “I thought 
there were a lot of outside shots, but there were a lot of prime scoring 
chances in that first seven minutes or so and he looked calm, he looked 
confident, he made big saves at the right time. 

“I’m happy for him, because that was a huge win for him personally, but 
most importantly, that was a huge win for our team.” 

Campbell stopped 15 of 16 shots in the first period against the Lightning, 
then turned aside 14 of 15 in the third. He got some help from 
defenceman Ryan Murray late in the game, sweeping the puck off his 
goal line, but looked comfortable all evening. 

“I thought it was much more to my standard and the team played great in 
front of me,” Campbell said. “So, I was all-around really happy with the 
performance and I’m ready to move on.” 

FOEGELE OPENS ACCOUNT 

With the Oilers penalty kill struggling, giving up four goals in a 5-4 loss to 
the Washington Capitals on Monday, a question was brought up to 
Woodcroft before the game of trying Warren Foegele on the unit. 

Woodcroft had been running numerous combinations to try and improve 
the team’s 30th-ranked penalty kill, which was operating at 66.7 per cent 
going into the game. 

Foegele did see time on the penalty kill, scoring a shorthanded goal in 
the process and likely putting in his best performance of the year on both 
sides of the puck. 

“He was good,” Woodcroft said. “He scored the goal, which was nice, but 
he did a lot of other really good things. He has all the attributes of a good 
penalty killer. He’s long, he’s a good skater and I think he’s buoyed by 
the opportunity, so I’m happy for him.” 

Foegele was happy to get his first goal of the season. He had one assist 
in 13 games going into the contest against the Lightning. 

“I haven’t had the back of the net this year, I’ve hit a couple of posts, a 
couple of crossbars,” Foegele said. “It hadn’t gone in, I was just sticking 
with it, trying to stay positive as much as I can and I was happy I got that 
one and I was pretty happy I got that win, that was a big win for our 
team.” 

Along with scoring to help the Oilers win, Foegele was also on the ice in 
the dying moments of the game and came up with a big shot block on 
defenceman Victor Hedman as time was running out. 
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“I was really happy for Warren that he was on the ice when the game 
mattered and he made a play to block a shot with one second left against 
a Norris Trophy-winning defenceman,” Woodcroft said. “And I was really 
happy for him, because of how he responded to the mistake that was 
made in the previous game (turnover). Warren Foegele showed me 
something and I was happy for him.” 

MORE SHORTHANDED TIME FOR CAPTAIN 

Connor McDavid followed up his 1:52 of penalty-kill time against the 
Washington Capitals on Monday with 1:40 of it against the Lightning on 
Tuesday. 

While not yet a regular on the penalty kill, McDavid is starting to see 
more ice time when the Oilers are shorthanded. The last two games have 
seen the Oilers captain on the ice shorthanded almost half of the time of 
the previous 12 games combined. 

“I don’t mind it, I just want to help the team win,” McDavid said. 
“Obviously, the kill is something that hasn’t gone very well, so we’re 
trying new things and seeing what works. Kaner and I had been pretty 
good on the kill and (Tuesday) I was out there with some other guys and 
I hope to keep going.” 

Notes: The Oilers put Kane on long-term injured status and expect him to 
be out three to four months after having his left wrist sliced when stepped 
on by Lighting forward Patrick Maroon. The Oilers recalled forwards 
Mattias Janmark and Klim Kostin from Bakersfield of the AHL. 

Edmonton Sun: LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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Scary moment for Oilers and Evander Kane in victory against Lightning 

Kane had surgery to repair the damage and remained in a Tampa 
hospital, while the rest of the team travelled here to face the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday (5 p.m. ET) at the PNC Arena 

 

Author of the article:Derek Van Diest 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — It was a scary scene for everyone in the building and 
all those viewing at home as Edmonton Oilers forward Evander Kane 
raced to the bench grabbing his left wrist after it had been cut by the 
skate blade of Tampa Bay Lightning forward Patrick Maroon on Tuesday. 

Kane had surgery to repair the damage and remained in a Tampa 
hospital, while the rest of the team travelled here to face the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday (5 p.m. ET) at the PNC Arena. 

Kane was placed on long-term injury reserve Wednesday, and will be out 
three-to-four months. He sent out a Twitter message earlier in the day. 

“Thank you all for the kind wishes and prayers from over the past several 
hours. Obviously last night was an extremely scary moment for me and 
I’m still in a bit of shock. I would like to thank the entire training staff of 
the Edmonton Oilers and Tampa Bay Lightning, along with all the doctors 
and paramedics who rushed to help treat and repair my injury. Without all 
of you I know things would’ve been much worse and I’m sincerely 
grateful. 

“I won’t be back next game, but I will be back and I look forward to being 
back on the ice playing the game I love, alongside my teammates in front 
of our great fans.” 

Kane was injured early in the second period when upended by Lightning 
defenceman Philippe Myers racing towards the puck just inside the Oilers 
blue line. Maroon then inadvertently backed over his exposed left wrist. 

Kane got up and immediately raced to the Oilers bench, leaving a large 
pool of blood on the ice. He was taken to hospital and had surgery that 
night. 

“It’s scary; I think you could feel the energy in the entire rink get sucked 
out,” said Oilers captain Connor McDavid. “There is always great concern 
when you see that and that much blood on the ice. We’re thinking about 
him and we hear he’s doing OK. It was a scary situation and I thought 
everybody responded really well. 

“We saw him go into the board and we were thinking he might have been 
hurt and he was going to stay down and I was changing for someone and 
all of a sudden, he comes rushing by me as fast as I’ve ever seen and 
his eyes were as wide as a person’s can be. We got the sense of how 
alarming it was and how scary it was and we were all scared for him. It’s 
a situation you don’t want to see.” 

At first it wasn’t certain what happened to Kane and played continued, 
but then the gravity of the situation became apparent and the referees 
blew the play down allowing him to get the proper medical attention. 

According to Sportsnet host Gene Principe, who was in the hallway 
behind the Oilers bench, Kane could be heard yelling for help. 

“What I saw through my peripheral vision, I saw the blood on the ice and 
I saw him skating off and putting pressure on it and that’s when I wanted 
a whistle to get the proper medical people where they needed to be,” 
said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. “It’s a credit to those guys, they’re 
quick thinkers and quick actors and I think Evander is in a good spot 
because of it.” 

Once Kane was attended to, and the blood scrapped off the ice, the 
Oilers had to go back to the business of playing hockey, which was not 
easy, particularly after replays showed what exactly transpired and how 
dangerous the situation was. 

Maroon, a former Oiler and friend of McDavid, quickly tried to get the 
attention of medical personnel once he realized what happened. 

“I don’t handle that stuff very well, so I haven’t seen the replay and 
probably won’t watch,” McDavid said. “It’s a fast game and we were 
talking in the room how crazy it is; pucks are flying around at 100 miles 
per hour and guys are flying around on little knives. 

“It’s a crazy game out there and something like that can happen and it 
certainly provides the human side of the game. Guys are putting their 
bodies on the line every night and it was obviously unfortunate and we’re 
thinking about him. Patty being the guy he is, raised the alarm and I 
thought everyone responded well.” 

The Oilers went on to win the game 3-2, ending a three-game losing 
streak. However, it may be some time before Kane is able to get back in 
the lineup. 

“It happened so quick, he seemed to go down, you don’t really see what 
happens and then you see the blood and he comes rushing off,” said 
Oilers forward Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “You want that whistle right away, 
you’re not going to be able to keep playing, everybody, both sides were 
worried about him and they were filling us in and we’re just happy that 
he’s OK and we’ll keep checking in. 

“You could see his face coming off the ice, it looked like he had hurt 
something else going down and then you could see it in his face and you 
look back and see all the blood. Obviously, it’s a scary situation.” 

Woodcroft and the Oilers staff were quick to relay information on Kane’s 
status to the rest of the team as it came in from the hospital. The Oilers 
flew out to North Carolina right after the game and took a scheduled day 
off Wednesday. 

“When the trainer came back to the bench, and when we got word back 
to the bench, we let our players know his status immediately just so there 
was no concern,” Woodcroft said. “Then between periods, we talked 
about it. Evander is a real popular teammate and he’s an important piece 
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of our team and we wanted to make sure his teammates knew where he 
was at.” 
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Lowetide: How close to balanced are the 2022-23 Edmonton Oilers? 

 

By Allan Mitchell 

 

In the 15-plus years between Game 7 of the 2006 Stanley Cup Final and 
the day Jay Woodcroft was announced as the team’s new head coach 
last February, the Edmonton Oilers were not a balanced team. 

The Oilers’ run from mid-February through to the final four of the 2022 
playoffs represented the strongest performance by an Oilers team since 
Chris Pronger, Ryan Smyth and Dwayne Roloson wore the colours in the 
spring of 2006. 

There was balance. 

As the new season dawns, expectations are that the Woodcroft magic 
will carry the day in 2022-23 despite a slow start. Where are the Oilers 
now? How close to balance? How far has the team swayed from last 
season’s success? Here’s a look. All numbers five-on-five unless noted, 
all numbers previous to the Tuesday night game and all numbers via 
Natural Stat Trick. 

Woodcroft’s first team 

When he took over the Oilers last winter, the team had been careening 
between brilliant and ghastly, with injuries and COVID sprinkled in to the 
chaos. Recalls of defencemen were commonplace and the game results 
had been decidedly unsatisfactory. 

Using some innovative ideas (like running Darnell Nurse and Cody Ceci 
heavily against elite competition) allowed the team to improve 
defensively. The result meant outscoring opponents at five-on-five and 
an impressive run down the stretch and into the postseason. 

A balanced team is defined as one that has above average goaltending, 
outscores at five-on-five, has superior special teams in its own division. A 
balanced team should be expected to rank top two or three in each 
category. Here are the Woodcroft Oilers in 2021-22, via Natural Stat 
Trick: 

Five-on-five Goal Share 

56 

2 

Five-on-five Save Pct 

0.921 

3 

Power Play goal counts 

27-3 

2 

Penalty Kill goal counts 

6-22 

2 

Overall Save Pct 

0.915 

1 

Overall Goal Share 

58 

2 

The Woodcroft tweaks, combined with brilliant goaltending from Mike 
Smith and the midseason addition of Evander Kane gave the 
organization enough torque to achieve balance. Edmonton displayed 
strength in all areas of the game, led by Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. 

The most obvious change made by Woodcroft and defence coach Dave 
Manson came when increasing the degree of difficulty for Nurse-Ceci 
and allowing the second- and third-pairings to play depth minutes. 

The result was a strong finish to the regular season and a deep playoff 
run with a team that was balanced, or at least close enough to have the 
results suggest a balanced roster. 

Woodcroft’s 2022-23 Oilers 

Five-on-five goal share 

50 

4 

Five-on-five Save Pct 

0.923 

2 

Power-play goal counts 

15-1 

1 

Penalty-kill goal counts 

2-18 

7 

Overall Save Pct 

0.895 

3 

Overall Goal Share 

51.6 

3 

These are the numbers after the game against the Washington Capitals 
and before the Tuesday game versus Tampa Bay Lightning. 

After the poor weekend performance against the Dallas Stars, Oilers fans 
spent the rest of the weekend in foul moods. After the loss to 
Washington, things grew more grim. Online comments across the 
internet railed against individuals, coaches and specific game states, with 
the penalty kill receiving the biggest hammering in memory. 

Here’s the thing: Outside the penalty kill, these numbers (after the 
Capitals game) show a team that isn’t far off what we would consider a 
solid team. The goal share is 50 percent at five-on-five, the overall goal 
share almost 52 percent. The five-on-five save percentage is excellent, if 
that number is sustainable the organization would have turned a corner 
at the position. 

The penalty kill needs to be fixed, that’s a given. However, the five-on-
five numbers suggest a strong group. Is there an area inside the roster 
that is a concern? 

Top-six forwards 
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Zach Hyman 

3.61 

52 

Connor McDavid 

2.90 

55 

Evander Kane 

2.58 

63 

Leon Draisaitl 

2.19 

53 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 

1.48 

53 

Kailer Yamamoto 

1.01 

64 

Looking at individual five-on-five performances, the top players are 
delivering across the board. McDavid, Kane, Draisaitl and Zach Hyman 
could be described as putting in quality performances, and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins is delivering enough offence to justify his slot inside the top-six 
forwards. 

Only Kailer Yamamoto, recently demoted to the fourth line, is an outlier. 
His outscoring percentage is quality but the individual scoring has been 
lagging. 

The coaching staff has shuffled the lines during the early portion of the 
season, and the tweaks worked well. That’s a sign of balance and 
quality. It’s fair to state the top two lines are capable of another deep 
playoff run if health allows. 

Bottom-six forwards 

Dylan Holloway 

1.92 

28.6 

Derek Ryan 

1.8 

50 

Jesse Puljujarvi 

0.8 

28 

Ryan McLeod 

0.79 

33.3 

Devin Shore 

0.71 

75 

Warren Foegele 

0.45 

33.3 

The two most common criticisms of the Oilers’ third and fourth lines 
surrounds five-on-five goal share and offensive output. The perception 
suggests shy offensive forwards who get dominated constantly. 

In truth, Dylan Holloway and Derek Ryan are scoring well in depth roles, 
and Ryan McLeod has been productive as a goal scorer. Several of the 
depth forwards are below 50 percent goal share at five-on-five, but the 
bottom-six overall was just minus-two (6-8 goals) entering the game 
against the Lightning. 

There is some work to do in this area, but several positives in the bottom 
six so far this year. 

The defence 

Darnell Nurse 

2.5 

50 

Cody Ceci 

2.54 

47 

Tyson Barrie 

1.62 

69 

Brett Kulak 

1.91 

60 

Evan Bouchard 

3.61 

37 

Ryan Murray 

3.87 

33 

Markus Niemelainen 

2.54 

50 

The five-on-five numbers for Edmonton’s defencemen (ordered by 
slotting on the depth chart) show Nurse on the same path as last season, 
when his on-ice GA-60 at five-on-five was 2.58. Ceci improved from 2.71 
to 2.54 per 60 so far this year. Brett Kulak has improved year over year 
(2.64 per 60 one year ago). 

There are two takeaways from the defence worth mentioning. 

Evan Bouchard played with Duncan Keith one year ago, and the results 
without the veteran are stark year over year. Last season, Bouchard’s 
GA-60 at five-on-five was 2.71, this year it has ballooned to 3.61 per 60. 

The second takeaway: Both Keith (2.14 GA-60) and veteran Kris Russell 
(2.35 GA-60) were quality performers in this five-on-five metric. 

A veteran addition to the Oilers, perhaps as Bouchard’s partner, may be 
the play here. It is likely to happen before the deadline, but if the team is 
unable to find an internal solution a deal could come sooner. 
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Markus Niemelainen is coming along, but is unlikely to make a move up 
the depth chart this season. 

Goaltending 

Stuart Skinner 

0.952 

0.928 

Jack Campbell 

0.893 

0.874 

Two recent performances by rookie Stuart Skinner have obscured a 
strong early run. His overall save percentage is quality, and the five-on-
five percentage is special through the early games of the season. 

Jack Campbell’s numbers are off and he has posted a couple of wayward 
performances. He’s also winning games and will get plenty of time to iron 
things out over the season. 

Summary 

The radio text lines and call-ins from fans were breathing fire after the 
game against Washington, but entering the game against Tampa Bay 
there were just three main points to be made: 

The Oilers penalty kill was badly in need of improvement. 

Bouchard, despite playing well with Kulak five-on-five, might need a more 
veteran partner. 

Skinner is authoring a splendid rookie season and Campbell needed to 
find his game. 

The Tampa Bay game 

One would reasonably expect the Oilers to avoid penalties after all the 
recent trouble, but the opposite happened against the Lightning. 
Edmonton was short-handed for significant periods during the first 40 
minutes but the PK work (including Campbell) was solid. 

The only goal scored while Edmonton was short-handed came from 
Warren Foegele, who scored the first goal of the game. 

The Lightning scored at five-on-five, as did the Oilers, continuing the 50 
percent goal share. 

The big takeaway from the game was Campbell who stopped 35 of 37, 
earning victory No. 6 on the season. Edmonton needs him to win 30-plus 
this season, he’s on track to do it. 

Are the Oilers balanced? No, but the team isn’t in tatters either. Call it a 
work in progress. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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Sauna culture humbles and bonds Avalanche in Finland: “Who runs 
away fastest” 

 

Bennett Durando5-6 minutes 11/9/2022 

 

The Finns and the Russians made it to the end of the song. Their 
teammates, not so much. 

The Avalanche’s trip to Finland wouldn’t have been complete without a 
team visit to the sauna — and an accompanying contest. 

A few players utilized saunas on their own throughout the week. After all, 
they’re everywhere. Individual rooms included private saunas at 
Colorado’s team hotel in Tampere, where the Avalanche swept 
Columbus in the NHL Global Series. Local hockey teams often have 
saunas at the rink or in the locker room. 

“It’s the lifestyle,” Avalanche goalie Alexandar Georgiev said. “Guys love 
to go there after practice,” 

He would know: He has experience from his playing days in Finland. 

The sauna is a crucial element of Finnish culture. A stove generally sits 
at the center of the room or against a wall, filled with hot coals. A bench 
surrounds the stove. It’s all about health, relaxation and rejuvenation. 

And for the Avalanche, competition. 

Finnish forwards Mikko Rantanen and Artturi Lehkonen were the team 
tour guides. While in Helsinki, they gathered their teammates in a sauna 
for an exercise in bonding and durability. 

“I didn’t really know what to expect,” Canadian center Nathan MacKinnon 
said. 

MacKinnon was one of the weekend’s biggest winners, tallying seven 
assists across two games. 

But the sauna humbles you. The sauna brings even the great ones down 
to earth. 

The Avs crammed into the room and sat on the bench as Lehkonen took 
centerstage. He wielded a cup and a sly grin, like he knew what was 
about to happen. Altitude TV filmed a portion of the event. 

He started singing. 

“There’s a bunch of different songs,” Lehkonen said. “That’s the only one 
that I know. No significance to the words.” 

“I’ve never actually heard that song,” Rantanen said, shrugging. 

The verses were intentionally quick. Every five or so seconds, the group 
clapped and joined Lehkonen with a collective: “Hey!” Every time, he 
poured water on top of the coals, rhythmically creating more moisture 
and heat. 

“Usually it’s about just enjoying yourself,” said Georgiev, whose family is 
Russian. “With that song, it’s more to see who runs away fastest.” 

The reaction was almost immediate. A horde of players got up from their 
seats and bailed. Kaut thinks defenseman Sam Girard was the first to get 
a head start toward the door. But the general consensus was that there 
was a massive tie for last place. 

“Guys were out of there pretty quick when it got hot,” Rantanen said. “I 
don’t know who was exactly first out: Canadians and Americans for sure. 
… Like 10 guys left at the same time right away.” 

How did it feel to be in the sauna as the rocks warmed? 

“It felt like an oven,” MacKinnon said. 

“I’d never experienced heat like that,” Dryden Hunt, a Canadian, said. “I 
was one of the early ones to exit.” 

“It was pretty brutal,” Kaut, a Czech, said. “I stayed there for, I don’t 
know, 30 seconds, and then I had to leave. Lehky stayed there for, like, 
three minutes. I don’t get it.” 

“Guys were battling in there,” Lehkonen said. “It got very hot.” 

It was no big deal for Finnish and Russian players, such as Georgiev, 
Valeri Nichushkin and Mikhail Maltsev. Eventually Lehkonen had to 
concede that a select few could bear the heat until the end of the song. 

“I was wondering, ‘Can you guys get out of there so I can stop singing?’” 
he said. “But guys are used to saunas here.” 
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The tradition extends beyond the room. After you leave the sauna, you 
can take a dip in cold seawater to balance out the heat. People often go 
through several sauna cycles, alternating between the temperatures. 

“When you’re that hot,” Hunt said, “it’s beautiful.” 

There were other culture-based team bonding events throughout the 
week, too, mostly involving food. Rantanen was excited about having 
reindeer for dinner. But as the Avalanche returned home, the sauna 
experience resonated most. 

“Sauna and reindeer, I think that’s what guys don’t need for a while now,” 
Rantanen said. 

Most hockey players prefer the cold. 
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Shane Bowers Gets First Call To NHL  

 

Brennan Vogt7-8 minutes 11/9/2022 

 

Shane Bowers recalled by Avalanche tonight. His first NHL game could 
be tomorrow night against Nashville. 

His career to this point: 

Early Life 

Shane Bowers was born on July 30, 1999 in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada. Bowers was an up and coming star during his bantam years. 
During those two years in bantam (2012-14) he was averaging just over 
1.6 points per game in 108 games. He was slated to go in the top five or 
so in the 2015 Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (QMJHL) Entry 
Draft, when a player was given “exceptional status” (when a player is 
allowed to enter the draft at 15 years old rather than 16) by Hockey 
Canada just 48 hours before the draft. With the exceptional status being 
given to Joseph Veleno, expected draft spots were thrown into a 
disarray, leaving players going to teams they were not expecting to. In 
the case of Shane Bowers, he dropped to fourth overall and went to the 
Cape Brenton Screaming Eagles. Bowers was also drafted by the 
Waterloo Black Hawks of the United States Hockey League (USHL) at 
38th overall. The Black Hawks became his junior destination for the 
2015-16 season. 

The 2014-15 season Bowers would play for the Halifax McDonald’s U18 
as a 15 year old. He would go on to lead the team in scoring with 52 
points (23 goals and 29 assists) in 34 games. During the playoffs, he 
ripped through the competition with 33 points (15 goals and 18 assists) in 
just 17 games. While playing for the Waterloo Black Hawks of the USHL 
Bowers was a decent player the first season (2015-16)  he was with the 
team only being sixth on the team in scoring with 33 points. The second 
year (2016-17) however, would see a dramatic bump in his scoring with 
51 points and placing himself second on the team in scoring.  

Going into the summer before the start of his collegiate career in 2017, 
Bowers became eligible for the NHL Entry Draft. He was highly ranked in 
all the scouting reports, the most prominent being NHL Central Scouting 
at 16 and Bob McKenzie of TSN at 32. Bowers did not have to wait long 
as he was drafted in the first round and 28th overall by the Ottawa 
Senators.  

The Trade 

The start of Bowers’ collegiate career was a bit of a strange one as on 
November 5th, 2017 he was a piece in one of the biggest trades in 
Colorado Avalanche history. Matt Duchene was traded from the Colorado 
Avalanche to the Ottawa Senators in exchange for Andrew Hammond, 
Shane Bowers, a 2019 first round pick (would be Bowen Byram), and a 

2019 third round conditional pick (would be Matthew Stienburg). A third 
team was involved in the trade with Nashville trading Kyle Turris to 
Ottawa and Colorado receiving Samuel Girard, Vladislav Kamenev and a 
2018 second round draft pick (would be Filip Hållander) all from 
Nashville.  

Steve Dangle does a trade tree of the Duchene trade which Bowers was 
a part of. (this video is two years old) 

Collegiate Career 

After the trade to the Colorado Avalanche at the beginning of the 2017-
18 collegiate season. Bowers would go on to have a very successful 
rookie campaign with Boston University. Bowers would net 32 points (17 
goals and 15 assists) in 40 games for the Hockey East team. He would 
also go on to lead the team. He would also help lead the team to a 2018 
Hockey East Championship, bur losing the University of Michigan in the 
regional finals of the NCAA tournament. Bowers would add another 
trophy to his case when he was named to the Hockey East All Rookie 
team, along with UMass defenseman and Avalanche fellow prospect 
Cale Makar.  

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Going Pro 

The 2018-19 season would not be as productive a season as his 
freshman year was. Boston University would miss the NCAA tournament 
completely. Personally, Bowers would only help the team with his 21 
points (11 goals and 10 assists) in 37 games. This would be the last 
collegiate campaign for Bowers as he would decide to join the Colorado 
Avalanche organization and go pro. The first Season in which Bowers 
was pro in 2019-20, he was assigned to the American Hockey League 
(AHL) Colorado Eagles. He played pretty well, with 27 points in 48 
games. Injuries have hampered his development since his first season, 
with Bowers potting only 18 points in 65 games (2020-22). Last season 
he had a hopeful training camp, but was stricken with Covid-19 and a 
shoulder injury right after the season began, missing nearly two months.  

Type of Player 

Bowers is a very good skater that is not that flashy at all. He is good on 
his edges and has good acceleration with top speed to match. Bowers is 
more of a north-south skater, lacking lateral movement and creativity. His 
balance on his skates can set him apart, especially as he has put more 
strength in his legs. This strength has helped him with fighting for the 
loose pucks along the boards and in the open ice to body a man off the 
puck. 

Offensively Bowers is strong down low, with his favorite place being right 
in front of the goalie in the crease. He loves to cycle the puck in the 
corners to throw off defenders and get his body between the defender 
and the puck. Bowers has great vision to find open teammates in small 
spaces and in the passing lanes to create scoring opportunities. He plays 
a very similar role to Gabriel Landeskog, he will carry the puck in, pass it 
off, drive the net and wait for the rebound. Bowers just does it in a 
smaller frame than Landeskog does. 

Bowers gets a pass from Anton Lindholm and rockets one home for the 
goal. 

Goals in 4 straight for Shane Bowers!#EaglesCountry 
pic.twitter.com/LeTOR2rFnS 

— Colorado Eagles (@ColoradoEagles) January 18, 2020 

      Defensively, Bowers plays a very responsible game. He battles for 
positions and for loose pucks and helps his defensemen low in the play 
when necessary. He is great at taking away the passing lanes to interrupt 
the opposition and he can even play on the penalty kill if need be. 
Bowers will backcheck when he needs to and not just coast into the 
defensive zone.  

First Career Call Up 
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On November 9th, 2022 Bowers got his first NHL call up to the Colorado 
Avalanche. In ten AHL games that he had played so far this season, 
Bowers had two goals and four assists. He had been a on the positive 
side of things as well, being a plus-5 so far this season. He has been off 
to one his best starts so far. Strangely enough, if he ends up playing 
tomorrow against Nashville, he will play against the player that he was 
traded for in 2017. 

Conclusion 

Overall, Bowers has a lot of potential to be a third line or even a second-
line center in the NHL. The key that he will need is that he will have to 
have one or two injury free seasons to get his feet really moving in the 
pros. Injuries have been his issue the last couple of years, the Colorado 
Avalanche see potential in him, so should the fans. We expect him to 
come to training camp for the 2022-23 season with a chip on shoulder 
and something to prove, that his first season with the Eagles was not just 
a fluke. 
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Dater's Daily: Blues Lose Eighth Straight, Bruins Still Getting Slammed 
Over Miller Signing  

 

Brennan Vogt4-5 minutes 11/9/2022 

 

Yesterday was a good day. I never thought I would say this, but it was 
nice to get back to work. Some bad news came at the press briefing 
unfortunately, but it was good to be back at the rink. Today will be the 
Avalanche’s first full team practice since getting back from their Finland 
trip. It will be at 11 a.m. at the Family Sports Center and we do not 
expect to hear from Jared Bednar today. Let’s get to the news of the day 
with the St. Louis Blues as they lose their eighth straight and more. 

Boston Hockey Now: I suggest visiting BHN for the back stories and the 
running news regarding the Mitchell Miller situation. I’m not sure the 
proper word for what it has become, but it’s getting worse, not better. 
Tuesday, the Hockey Diversity Alliance leveled Miller’s agent Eustace 
King and the Boston Bruins.There are allegations that King might have 
misrepresented vital facts. His version certainly differs from that told by 
Bruins president Cam Neely. Miller still has a contract with the team and 
a NHLPA grievance is likely. 

Vegas Hockey Now: The Golden Knights are on a tear with their eighth 
straight win. 

Calgary Hockey Now: Are the Flames too comfortable? Is that is what 
has led to their losses? 

Montreal Hockey Now: Logan Mailloux has not been cleared to play in 
the NHL yet. 

Florida Hockey Now: Despite Tropical Storm Nichole, the Hurricanes-
Panthers game is still on. 

NYI Hockey Now: The Islanders are starting to shake things up a bit. 

Around The League 

Evander Kane had a moment that all hockey players fear, he took a 
skate blade to the wrist and had to immediately leave the ice. There is 
plenty of video, but I will let you look it up. 

Colorado hockey now LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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Jonathan Toews, Max Domi helping Blackhawks lead NHL in faceoff 
percentage 

 

Ben Pope4-5 minutes 11/9/2022 

 

In spite of Jonathan Toews’ best efforts, the Blackhawks have lost more 
faceoffs than they’ve won in each of the last seven seasons. Not since 
their 2014-15 Stanley Cup season have they finished above 50% in the 
circle as a team. 

But this season, Toews is finally receiving support at the dot. 

The Hawks led the NHL with a 57.0% team faceoff winning percentage 
entering Wednesday — a far cry from their 16th-place finish last season 
(with a 49.6% winning percentage) and 29th-place finish the season 
before (with a 46.3% winning percentage). 

Toews, one of the best draw-takers of his generation, continues to do his 
thing, winning 59.6% of his 213 faceoffs so far. Max Domi has won 
61.6% of his 172 draws, ranking fifth in the league individually. Sam 
Lafferty has won 52.0% of his 98 draws. Jason Dickinson has won 52.2% 
of his 69 draws. And MacKenzie Entwistle has won 57.5% of his 40 
draws. 

The team’s results are most impressive in the defensive zone (62.0%) 
and when shorthanded (59.6%), situations where faceoffs are particularly 
important and also particularly hard to win (considering the defending 
team’s draw-taker must put his stick down first). They predictably lead 
the NHL in those categories, too. 

“We’re starting to get known a little bit for being good in the circle,” coach 
Luke Richardson said Wednesday. “So we have to be ready for teams to 
adjust.” 

The Hawks are experiencing some of that opponent adjustment lately, 
with the Kings and Jets beating the Hawks in the 

final faceoff numbers in each of their last two games. (The Hawks had 
won the majority of faceoffs in nine of 10 games before that.) 

They should remain a generally strong faceoff team the rest of the 
season, though. That’s partly because of the center personnel they’ve 
assembled, and partly because of the lessons that Toews — although 
he’s humble about it — and development coach Yanic Perreault, a 
legendary faceoff-taker during his playing career, impart on everyone. 

“I can’t take any credit for that,” Toews said. “They’re working at it and 
they’re getting better. I shouldn’t say they’re getting better; they’re just 
good at it. It motivates me to stay on top of my game, too. It’s nice we 
have a bunch of centermen we can rely upon to take key faceoffs.” 

Domi’s results are most remarkable of anyone, considering he’d won only 
46.4% of 2,743 faceoffs over his career prior to this season. 

He called the general concept of career averages “overrated,” but no one 
has been able to precisely identify what explains his sudden, dramatic 
improvement. He suggested simply playing center more regularly is 
helping, but he did that with the Canadiens from 2018 to 2020 and still 
produced subpar faceoff numbers during that period. 

Whatever the reason, though, he’s certainly allowing the Hawks’ steady 
first line — with Patrick Kane and Andreas Athanasiou flanking him — to 
regularly begin shifts with puck possession. 

“If you know you’re playing center, you put your reps in, you get 
comfortable in the dot, you get comfortable with the wingers [and] you get 
comfortable with the linesmen,” Domi said. “So I’m just getting more 
consistent playing in the middle.” 

Added Toews: “He has good hand-eye [coordination], he’s really strong 
and he has that low center of gravity. It’s not much different than getting 
through a guy’s hands and getting under his stick — or over his stick — 
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in a puck battle during play. There’s a lot of similarities. He does all that 
stuff really well, so that’s probably what makes him tough to beat.” 
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'Two different teams, two different games': Hawks prepare for California 
road trip 

 

Kyle Leverone4-5 minutes 11/8/2022 

 

Los Angeles is known for its excitement -- its glamour, its movie stars, its 
sports teams, and its geography. Hollywood, Santa Monica and Beverly 
Hills. It's a who's-who of districts, neighborhoods and beautiful beaches. 
There seems to be an incessant buzz around Los Angeles. 

But as far as hockey goes, Patrick Kane seems to think differently. 

"L.A. plays that 1-3-1 pretty boring style of game," he said, "and [we] just 
gotta be patient with it. Even last night, I think they won 1-0, Minnesota 
only had 21 shots, I don't even know if they had a power play. It's not a 
complete offensive game, you gotta be patient with it." 

The L.A. Kings (8-6-1) are the first stop Thursday night on a quick two-
game road trip to California, the other game being against the Anaheim 
Ducks (4-8-1) on Saturday night. And as difficult as it is traveling to the 
West Coast for a quick trip, it does help that the Blackhawks saw the 
Kings just two games prior. 

"At least we saw L.A. not long ago, just a few games ago," head coach 
Luke Richardson said, "so that'll be a little bit more familiar for us." 

The last time these two teams faced off, the Hawks beat the Kings with a 
Jonathan Toews overtime winner in a game tied at 1-1 at the end of 
regulation. 

"L.A., I expect a harder game out of them," Richardson said. "It was a bit 
of a sloppy game for both teams last game. Last night they had a real 
hard effort and got the 1-0 win, so we expect a little bit of a harder effort 
like that, and they're a big team, and they're good in the faceoff circle, 
which we gotta get back to really trying to own that area a little bit more 
so we can have the puck a little more." 

Despite Tuesday night's rock fight between the Kings and Wild, which the 
Kings won 1-0, L.A. ranks sixth in the league with 49 goals and has 
allowed the third-most goals with 53, so Thursday's game might be more 
of a dramatic game than expected. 

But the Anaheim game might be the one on this road trip that hits a 
double-digit goal total: About a week and a half ago, the Ducks beat the 
Maple Leafs 4-3 and followed it with finals of 6-5, 5-8, 5-4 and 3-5 
against the Sharks, Canucks, Sharks, and Panthers, respectively. 
Anaheim leads the league in most goals allowed (60) and goals per 
game (4.62). 

"Anaheim's a team that's played some high-scoring games," Kane said, 
"so it should be two different teams, two different games, but hopefully 
we can have some success out here and get some points." 

Slap shots: 

• The Blackhawks have struggled on the road thus far at 1-3-1, with their 
one victory coming against San Jose. Can they make it three wins 
against California teams? 

• The Hawks lead the league with a 57% faceoff win percentage, but they 
have been slipping a bit. "We gotta get back to really trying to own that 
area a little bit more, so we can have the puck a little more," Richardson 
said. 

• The Blackhawks are having a fathers' trip this weekend, which allows 
the dads of the players to experience a road trip with the team. "It's 
inspiration to get a few wins on the trip, so everybody can really enjoy it," 
Richardson said. 
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Caleb Jones stepping up in brother Seth's absence 

 

/ BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

When Seth Jones was ruled out 3-4 weeks because of a right thumb 
injury, Blackhawks head coach Luke Richardson said it was going to be a 
"committee" to replace his minutes. 

But one player that's stepped up in Jones' absence, ironically, is his 
younger brother Caleb. 

In his last seven games, Caleb Jones has six points — all assists — and 
is averaging 19:04 of ice time since being a healthy scratch. In his 
previous three games, Jones had zero points and was averaging only 
16:59 of ice time.  

"I feel like I've been getting more confident every game," Jones said. "It's 
funny, the offense is coming right now, but I came into the year really 
focused on trying to buckle down in the D-zone and be a really good 
defender. And I think doing that, it's not spending as much time in my 
own zone, I'm getting more offensive opportunities. And right now it's 
working out." 

Richardson promoted Caleb to quarterback the first power-play unit with 
Seth out, and he's handled those duties well even though things haven't 
clicked at the same rate as of late. The Blackhawks have just one power-
play goal in their last eight opportunities, but their lone goal came off a 
Jonathan Toews redirect because of a Jones shot from the point. 

"That's who I am," Jones said. "When I'm playing confident and I've got 
my game going, I'm a shooter first and see if I can find the lane pretty 
well up there and get it through for a forward to tip. So that's definitely a 
strong part of playing defenseman." 

It's why Richardson didn't hesitate to put Caleb on the first power-play 
unit. 

"He really gets pucks through quick," Richardson said. "He doesn’t have 
a 100-mph slapshot, he’s not that type of guy, but he finds sticks and 
that’s huge for us. It’s so hard to get pucks through nowadays, 
everybody’s just trying to block shots like we saw the Islanders the other 
night. That’s all they do is block shots. A guy like that who can move 
quick and shoot quick, that’s definitely helpful on the back end." 

Seth has also been feeding his brother some tips on running the power 
play and sharing what he sees from a different vantage point. 

"He told me on the breakouts and the power play to make sure I'm 
coming with a lot of speed to kind of push the PK forechecker back and 
give our guys on the drop pass a little more space," Caleb said. "He said 
I've been doing a good job and just to kind of keep sticking with it and 
playing well." 

While he hasn't been perfect, it's hard to ask for much more out of Caleb 
Jones. He has taken on a significant amount of responsibility and is 
running with his opportunity. 

"He’s such a good skater, I think that really helps," Richardson said. "It 
gets him out of, not out of trouble but gets him moving the puck and out 
of tight areas, if teams are trying to forecheck him. He’s done a great job 
and he’s added a lot on the offensive side." 
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How Jarred Tinordi has played to his strengths and found a home with 
the Blackhawks 

 

Scott Powers8-10 minutes 11/9/2022 

 

CHICAGO — The Blackhawks put together a list of players in training 
camp the organization would consider putting a claim in for if they 
appeared on waivers. 

Jarred Tinordi was on that list. 

The Blackhawks didn’t have any misconception of what Tinordi was as a 
defenseman. This wasn’t a case where someone thought a player was 
being underutilized elsewhere and could envision that player turning into 
something different in a new location. No, the Blackhawks knew what 
they saw in Tinordi — a big (6-foot-6, 229 pounds), physical and 
defensive-minded defenseman — was what they’d be getting. 

But that’s what the Blackhawks wanted. They were looking for a 
defenseman who would fit their system and could add to the defenseman 
depth so the organization wouldn’t have to rush any of its prospects in 
Rockford. The Blackhawks also had heard good things about Tinordi as a 
teammate and thought he’d fit in well in the locker room. 

So when Tinordi was placed on waivers by the New York Rangers on 
Oct. 9, the Blackhawks put in a claim for him. A day later, he was 
awarded to them. Since then, he’s been exactly what they expected and 
maybe even more. 

Just as important to the Blackhawks’ expectations, Tinordi hasn’t tried to 
be someone else. He knows his role. He’s there to be physical. He’s tied 
for fifth in the NHL with 49 hits. He’s there to defend. He plants himself 
near the goalie and defends the house area around the net. It’s not by 
chance the Blackhawks don’t give up a ton of high-danger chances when 
he’s out there. He’s on the ice for 2.5 expected goals against per 60 
minutes in five-on-five play, which is second best among all Blackhawks 
players with 100 minutes played and tied for 68th in the league among 
defensemen, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“He knows what he is,” Blackhawks coach Luke Richardson said. “He 
doesn’t try to be flashy. He plays hard. Those games within the game, he 
gives us an edge in that department. He knows when he needs to talk to 
someone on the other team and let them know, ‘Lay off this guy or I’ll be 
around.’ That’s good. He just knows his job and he does it well. 
Everybody has his own limitations, and he grew up in a lifestyle with his 
dad playing, so he understands it very well. He’s a vocal guy and he 
doesn’t stand for mediocrity in himself or the team, and he says it. It’s 
good to have some authority around like that.” 

The Blackhawks have provided Tinordi with some stability on and off the 
ice for the time being. Tinordi would have loved to play out the second 
year of his two-year deal with the New York Rangers, but once they 
placed him on waivers with the plan to send him to the AHL, his hope 
was to get picked up by another team. 

Tinordi was especially excited to be claimed by the Blackhawks because 
Chicago is a city he’s always enjoyed visiting. When he played for the 
Milwaukee Admirals in the AHL, he and his family would travel to 
Chicago for a few days around Christmas. 

Tinordi, 30, and his family have been living in a hotel since arriving in 
Chicago, but he said that wasn’t an issue. He has gotten somewhat 
accustomed to being a journeyman player. Since spending the early part 
of his career with the Montreal Canadiens, who drafted him with the No. 
22 pick in 2010, he’s been on a lot of teams in the last six years. He’s 
played for the Arizona Coyotes, Nashville Predators, Boston Bruins, New 

York Rangers and Blackhawks. He played in the AHL and NHL for the 
Coyotes, Predators and Rangers. He’s been traded once, claimed off 
waivers twice and had six contracts since his entry-level deal expired. 

“If you look at my career, I think it’s been kind of all over the map a little 
bit, but I’m proud of myself for the way things have kind of shaked out,” 
Tinordi said. “I stuck with it and kind of worked my way through some of 
those things. But then also, you get lucky and get a break here and you 
got to take advantage of it. I’ve been on waivers a bunch of my career, 
and I was picked up by Boston a couple of years ago, and you try to 
make the most out of that opportunity and now in Chicago. It’s just kind of 
taking one step forward and to treat each day like it might be your last 
day in the league is something that I definitely learned going through 
everything I’ve been through.” 

Prior to the season, one opposing scout thought Tinordi would be a great 
fit for the Blackhawks for a few reasons. 

“He comes in and plays hard and protects guys,” said the scout, who 
spoke under the condition of anonymity. “He does all the little things. 
He’s someone young guys can look at and see he’s kind of on the fringe 
his entire career and he just keeps coming and keeps trying.” 

Tinordi doesn’t mind being an example for younger players. He would 
have preferred an easier path in the NHL, but that wasn’t meant to be. 
He never gave up, between his confidence and work ethic, he just kept 
pushing through. 

“I definitely would rather not be in the situation that I’ve been in, but I 
think I’ve always believed in myself as a player that I can play in this 
league and I can be a good player in this league,” Tinordi said. “And I’ve 
taken lumps along the way, but you just got to roll with it and keep 
working. When I was a younger player, I’ve seen guys going through 
similar situations that I’ve been through, and it’s easy to just kind of turn 
away from it and cower down a little bit, and you’ll never see those guys 
again. That’s something I’ve taken pride in; continue to work. I had (that) 
belief in myself. If somebody else sees what I’ve been going through, a 
few waiver claims and stuff like that, maybe they know they can do it. It 
just takes some work and it takes some bounces.” 

Tinordi has been paired with Connor Murphy since arriving. They lead all 
Blackhawks pairings with 153:58 of five-on-five together. The next pairing 
is at 83:57. Richardson has leaned heavily on Tinordi and Murphy in the 
defensive zone. The pairing leads the Blackhawks with 60 defensive 
zone faceoff starts and has just a 36.64 offensive zone starting faceoff 
percentage. Despite the defensive zone workload, the pairing has been 
on the ice for just four goals against this season. 

Murphy and Tinordi were teammates before. They were on the Coyotes 
together for a short time. Beyond that, Murphy thought he and Tinordi 
have clicked because they play a similar type of game. 

“I feel like we just think the same and take pride in defending hard,” 
Murphy said. “Just that kind of that familiarity (from being with the 
Coyotes) and then even just that competitiveness and drive. He wants to 
compete and defend and not give up any goals or chances and shut guys 
down, so I think that’s both a priority for us. And then everything else on 
top of that, making good plays and trying to try to feed our forwards and 
get our shots to the net is a bonus.” 

The Blackhawks are holding their annual fathers’ trip when they travel to 
California for two games this week. It’s just the second fathers’ trip 
Tinordi has been involved in and the first was in the AHL. His father, 
Mark Tinordi, will be making the trip. Mark was an NHL defenseman 
himself and played in 663 NHL games. He finished his career with the 
Washington Capitals and made a home for his family in Maryland.  
Tinordi never felt like he had to play hockey because of his dad. It just 
worked out that way. 

“He didn’t really watch too much when I was younger, but I think the 
biggest thing for me and my brothers was he didn’t really force us into 
hockey,” Tinordi said. “I think he took the approach that if we like it and 
we get good at it, things kind of work out for themselves. That’s 
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something I took away. You hear about, you know, crazy hockey parents, 
everything like that nowadays. But it was a laid-back, different approach. 
If we came to him with questions or we wanted some input, he would be 
there for us. But for the most part, he just kind of let us figure it out 
ourselves.” 

Tinordi figured it out then and continues to figure it out now. He’s 
certainly proven to the Blackhawks he was worth having on that waiver 
list. 
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2024 NHL Draft top prospects: A way-too-early ranking of Macklin 
Celebrini, Artyom Levshunov and more 

 

Corey Pronman7-9 minutes 10/11/2022 

 

I recently attended the World U-17 Challenge in Langley and Delta, B.C., 
where the 2006 age group was showcased. It is still way, way too early 
for a lot of these prospects in terms of discussing where they may fit in a 
draft. But that’s never stopped us before. 

Today I will focus on the clear top group of players whom I’ve identified 
for the 2024 NHL Draft. These are only the players I’ve seen so far this 
season, so this isn’t a complete look at the upcoming draft classes — I 
don’t know the Russian ’06s well, for example, and some top players 
were injured or unavailable for the World U-17 Challenge so I haven’t 
seen them yet. One early theme is that after the 2005 age group looked 
light on defensemen, the 2006 group seems to have a lot more at that 
position. 

1. Macklin Celebrini, C, Chicago-USHL 

Celebrini is the odds-on favorite to be the No. 1 pick in the 2024 NHL 
Draft as it stands right now. He’s an electric offensive player with high-
end skill and creativity with the puck and can make a lot of difficult plays 
with good pace. He has the outstanding scoring ability, but given his 
average frame I love how hard Celebrini works on the ice to go with his 
offensive talent. He looks like a guy who has separated from the pack for 
next year’s draft as it stands right now. 

MACKLIN. CELEBRINI.  #WorldU17 | @BCHockey_Source 
pic.twitter.com/pH7XZqrHzS 

— Hockey Canada (@HockeyCanada) November 5, 2022 

2. Artyom Levshunov, RHD, Green Bay-USHL 

Levshunov has looked very impressive in the USHL to start this season. 
He’s a player with all the traits you want in a top-flight defense prospect. 
He’s highly skilled, can make plays, he’s mobile and has good length. I 
don’t view him as an elite-at-one-end-of-the-rink type of defenseman; the 
offense is very good but not amazing, and his defending needs some 
sharpening, but he has a ton of pro potential to be a top-flight defender in 
the NHL. 

3. Cole Eiserman, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

Eiserman has been scoring at an incredible level to start his first 
USNTDP season. His pure skill level is elite, showing game-breaking 
one-on-one abilities to go alongside a great shot. That combo lets him be 
so dangerous despite not being the biggest winger. He’s a strong skater, 
but his skill is what drives his game. 

4. Ivan Demidov, RW, SKA-MHL 

Demidov has been putting up huge numbers in Russia’s top junior league 
this season. He’s a player with special skill who at any moment can beat 

defensemen one-on-one to create a scoring chance. He combines this 
with a high-end motor, showing a type of relentlessness you love from a 
5-foot-11 winger, and he doesn’t shy from playing in traffic. He has all the 
offensive touch you want, but Demidov lacks NHL speed and has an 
awkward-looking skating stride that will be tested at higher levels. 

5. Berkly Catton, C, Spokane-WHL 

Catton is a notch or two below Celebrini in terms of pure offensive talent, 
but there are a lot of similarities between the two of them in terms of their 
size, skating and compete level. Catton can be a dynamic offensive 
playmaker in his own right and can be a high-end driver at even strength 
despite not being that physically imposing. 

6. Sam Dickinson, LHD, London-OHL 

Dickinson has been off to a strong start in London. He has a lot of NHL 
traits due to his 6-3 frame, strong skating ability and some offensive 
touch. Dickinson is very skilled with the puck, but I wouldn’t call him a 
natural puck-mover. Defensively he’s quite solid due to his reach, feet 
and compete. He has a lot of NHL potential. 

7. Charlie Elick, RHD, Brandon-WHL 

Elick’s physical tools jump out at you as a 6-3 defenseman with pro 
mobility. He’s not a top-end puck-mover, but he has good hockey sense. 
He competes hard, isn’t afraid to use his big frame and makes a lot of 
defensive stops. It’s easy to think about Braden Schneider while 
watching Elick due to his similar junior team and handedness, but I would 
argue he’s ahead of Schneider at the same age. 

8. Aron Kiviharju, LHD, TPS-Finland 

Kiviharju has been an excellent player at the junior level in Finland and 
has been great in U18 international play (he was a top player for 
Finland’s U18 team as a 15-year-old). Kiviharju has outstanding hockey 
sense and can make a ton of difficult offensive plays. He’s a strong 
skater, although for a 5-9 defenseman, I wouldn’t call it elite small-guy 
skating. That, and particularly his frame, will be the biggest debate on 
him, as there aren’t many 5-9 defensemen in the NHL, but he has a very 
good chance to be the next one. 

9. Henry Mews, RHD, Ottawa-OHL 

Mews is a solid all-around defenseman. He’s a good skater who 
competes hard, which allows him to be a good defender despite average 
size. He’s not a flashy offensive type, but he’s very smart with the puck 
and can make plays from the point. 

10. Will Skahan, LHD, USNTDP-USHL 

Skahan is a highly intriguing defenseman. He skates quite well for a 6-4 
blueliner. His offensive touch isn’t top-end, but he can make strong 
outlets and projects to have secondary offense as a pro. The length, feet 
and physicality combined with that secondary offense gives him a lot to 
work with. 

11. Igor Chernyshov, LW, Dynamo Moscow-MHL 

Chernyshov is a toolsy winger. He skates well, has a good-sized frame 
and has excellent hands. He plays a direct north/south style, which will 
translate well to the pros although he does have some playmaking in his 
game. 

2025 NHL Draft Eligible List 

What follows is a look at the top late-2006 birthdates I’ve seen so far this 
season and Michael Misa, who is playing junior as a 2007-born. I haven’t 
seen any 2007s other than Misa. 

1. James Hagens, C, USNTDP-USHL 

Very, very early on, Hagens looks on a level above the field for the 2025 
NHL Draft. He’s a dynamic forward. He’s an excellent skater with 
dangerous speed and edge work. He has outstanding individual skill and 
playmaking ability and all those attributes lead to him being able to break 
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open a shift at any given point. His only drawback is his 5-foot-10 frame 
but everything else about him points to NHL stardom. 

2. Michael Misa, LW, Saginaw-OHL 

Misa was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-year-old 
and has been off to a great start with Saginaw. He’s an excellent skater 
with a ton of skill and offensive creativity. He has the ability to make a lot 
of difficult plays at fast pace, which makes him a great pro prospect 
despite only being 5-11. 

3. Roger McQueen, C, Brandon-WHL 

McQueen hasn’t been overly productive yet in the WHL, but there’s no 
doubt he’s a top-tier pro prospect. He’s a 6-5, right-shot center who 
skates well and has very good offensive skills. I’d like to see him be more 
consistent and it will be something to monitor over the next two years, but 
he’s a player full of potential. 

4. Logan Hensler, LHD, USNTDP-USHL 

Hensler has a long way to go in his development, but 6-5 defensemen 
who can skate and move the puck are a rarity. In time he has the ability 
to be a true upper-echelon pro. 

5. Porter Martone, RW, Sarnia-OHL 

Martone is an easy player to imagine becoming a good NHL player. He’s 
a big winger who skates well, has very good puck skills and good enough 
vision to make plays at higher levels. He has a direct style of play that will 
translate well to the pros. 

6. Gabriel D’Aigle, G, Victoriaville-QMJHL 

D’Aigle has looked very impressive for a 15-year-old in the QMJHL. From 
the same region of the province as Marc-André Fleury, D’Aigle has the 
athleticism, sense and size to be a highly intriguing pro prospect and will 
be on the radar for years to come. 

(Photo of Macklin Celebrini: Matthew Murnaghan / Hockey Canada 
Images) 
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NHL’s 10 biggest early takeaways: Surprise breakouts, disappointments, 
team weaknesses 

 

Harman Dayal20-25 minutes 10/11/2022 

 

It’s officially been over a month since the puck dropped on the NHL’s 
regular season. We’re also just two weeks away from American 
Thanksgiving which has historically been a pivotal check-in point on the 
league calendar — around 80 percent of teams that are in a playoff spot 
at that point end up clinching one when the season concludes. 

One month obviously isn’t a huge sample size, but it’s substantial enough 
to where early trends and storylines for the 2022-23 NHL season are 
emerging. There are budding new stars, powerhouse organizations in 
dramatic crisis mode, exciting upstart teams on the rise and so much 
more. It’s impossible to cover everything noteworthy that’s happened in 
the league so far, but here are some of the most interesting takeaways. 

1. Which teams have been pleasant surprises? 

Colleague Shayna Goldman recently did a fantastic job covering Vegas, 
Boston, Dallas, Buffalo and Philadelphia’s surprisingly strong starts. 
Those clubs will get some more shine throughout this piece, but since 
Goldman’s article, there are a number of other teams that have risen as 
pleasant surprises as well. 

New Jersey Devils, 10-3-0: The Devils are a possession powerhouse, 
surrendering the fewest shots against per game in the NHL and ranking 
second behind only Florida in generating over 37 shots per game 
offensively. 

Jesper Bratt and Nico Hischier have broken out in a huge way. New 
Jersey’s blueline is also one of the most underrated in the league. After a 
very rocky start in goal, plus MacKenzie Blackwood’s injury, Vitek 
Vanecek has provided stability, up to a .915 save percentage. 

Seattle Kraken, 8-4-2: Who thought the Kraken would be sitting second 
in the Pacific ahead of Edmonton, Calgary and Los Angeles? It might 
come as a surprise when you look at Seattle on paper because they 
have one of the worst goalie tandems in the league and zero star power 
both upfront and on the backend. 

The Kraken boast one of the best-supporting casts in the NHL though 
with 11 forwards who’ve notched at least seven points through 14 
games. All four lines are a genuine threat to score and so is the blueline 
which has chipped in with 11 goals. 

Detroit Red Wings, 7-3-3: Detroit went from being 31st in goals against 
per game (3.73) last season to 11th (2.81) so far in 2022-23. The penalty 
kill has catapulted to top-10 status after ranking worst in the league last 
season. 

Some of Steve Yzerman’s offseason additions have paid strong early 
dividends. Ville Husso has been lights out with a .941 save percentage 
through eight games. Dominik Kubalik has been an offensive machine 
with 16 points in 13 games in light of Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana’s 
absences. David Perron is producing and Olli Maatta has been an 
underrated addition on the backend. 

Detroit’s even-strength form needs to significantly improve for this run to 
last though as the club has only controlled 42 percent of shot attempts 
and scoring chances at five-on-five. 

New York Islanders, 9-5-0: Many were skeptical of the Islanders after GM 
Lou Lamoriello didn’t make any splashy forward acquisitions to address 
the team’s scoring woes. New York’s gotten an internal boost in that 
department (more on that later) which has been enough to support a 
team with arguably the best goaltending tandem in the NHL (Ilya Sorokin 
and Semyon Varlamov), a rock-solid shutdown pair with Adam Pelech 
and Ryan Pulock and the third-best penalty kill in the league. 

Winnipeg Jets, 8-3-1: Winnipeg’s hot start seemed overly reliant on 
Connor Hellebuyck’s spectacular form. The Jets are improving in front of 
their netminder, however, fresh off the best performance of the season in 
a 5-1 win over Dallas that leapfrogged them to first place in the Central 
division. Josh Morrissey’s playing some of the best hockey of his career, 
clicking at a point-per-game pace, Cole Perfetti’s one of the best rookies 
in the NHL and the forward group has done a better job backchecking 
and providing support for the blueline. 

2. Which teams are disappointing? 

There’s no shortage of clubs in early crisis mode, including some 
accomplished, talented rosters. Shayna also did terrific work analyzing 
Minnesota and Vancouver’s rough starts. Here are some of the 
underperforming teams beyond that. 

St. Louis Blues, 3-8-0: St. Louis’ usually formidable top-nine has been 
blunted. 

Jordan Kyrou and Ryan O’Reilly are off to miserable starts, David 
Perron’s departure hurts, Robert Thomas has been mediocre, Ivan 
Barbashev’s 2021-22 breakout looks like a fluke, and Brandon Saad and 
Pavel Buchnevich have missed games and or been quiet when healthy. 
The blueline also looks disastrous outside of Justin Faulk, completely 
leaving Jordan Binnington, who’s been much better than his .886 save 
percentage would lead you to believe, out to dry. 

All eight of their losses have been by a multi-goal margin which includes 
some ugly blowouts. 
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The Blues own the lowest five-on-five shooting percentage in the league 
(5.51), so they’ve been unlucky burying chances offensively. That 
reversal will help but they’ve dug themselves a massive early hole. 

Pittsburgh Penguins, 5-6-2: Blown leads, costly turnovers, bad special 
teams and Tristan Jarry coming back down to Earth after a torrid start 
have all hurt the Penguins (more on them later). The climb back into a 
playoff spot is even more competitive than years past because of division 
rivals New Jersey, Philadelphia and the Islanders’ surprise starts. 

Ottawa Senators, 4-8-0: Ottawa’s slow start is especially frustrating 
because the team’s actually looked pretty good. The Senators are top-10 
in the league for controlling shot attempts (52.5 percent) and scoring 
chances (53.9 percent) at five-on-five. Ottawa’s power play hasn’t been 
prolific enough considering the offensive weapons it has, Josh Norris’ 
long-term injury has been a big blow and an already thin blueline has 
sorely missed Artem Zub over the last handful of games. 

Calgary Flames, 5-5-2: Jonathan Huberdeau only has two five-on-five 
points in 11 games, while Andrew Mangiapane and Dillon Dube have 
both been slow out of the gate. I’m not worried about the Flames yet 
though. Calgary’s controlling five-on-five play with the sixth-best shot 
attempt differential in the NHL (all five teams ahead of them are currently 
in playoff spots) and Jacob Markstrom won’t play at a .893 save 
percentage type level the whole season. 

Columbus Blue Jackets, 3-9-0: Columbus’ power play has been an 
outrageously bad 6.1 percent. The Blue Jackets are a defensive train 
wreck, allowing a league-worst 4.56 goals against per game thanks to an 
exposed blueline and subpar goaltending. 

Nashville Predators, 5-7-1: The Predators’ young talent has mysteriously 
disappointed. Philip Tomasino went from a promising top-six breakout 
candidate to AHL demotion. Eeli Tolvanen has scored just one goal and 
has been in and out of the lineup. Even Dante Fabbro was a healthy 
scratch. Couple that with top players like Roman Josi and Juuse Saros 
struggling and you can see why Nashville is underperforming. 

3. Dahlin, Svechnikov, Tkachuk: Bona fide superstars rising from top five 
of the 2018 draft class 

Rasmus Dahlin, Andrei Svechnikov and Brady Tkachuk were already 
well established as core pieces for their respective teams after being 
drafted top-five. All three have taken the next step into genuine 
superstardom this season. 

Dahlin’s looking like an early Norris candidate with seven goals and 16 
points through 12 games. He’s been dominant at both ends of the ice, 
helping the Sabres control 57 percent of scoring chances during his five-
on-five minutes according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Dahlin’s progression is a reminder of how important development is in 
helping a player reach their potential. Dahlin was passive, tentative and 
lacked freedom with the previous coaching staff. The focus on simplifying 
his game and being forced to play a conservative style under Ralph 
Krueger hurt his confidence and ironically resulted in more defensive 
mistakes. Don Granato’s arrival as head coach midseason in 2021 was a 
reset. Granato gave Dahlin the freedom to play more aggressively and 
take calculated risks and Dahlin’s game has taken off over the last 
couple of seasons as a result. 

Svechnikov has long teased game-breaking ability and he finally profiles 
like an elite goal scorer, scoring eight times with 14 points in 13 games. 
He’s spent most of his time on a line with Martin Necas, who’s also 
exploded with seven goals and 17 points in 13 games. Svechnikov and 
Necas’ breakouts, coupled with Max Pacioretty’s addition, should go a 
long way toward leveling up an offensive attack that’s let the Hurricanes 
down during the playoffs the last two seasons. 

Tkachuk, meanwhile, boasts 12 five-on-five points which are tied with 
Jesper Bratt, Sidney Crosby and Troy Terry for the NHL lead. He’s been 
a monster along the boards and down low, nearly impossible to push off 
the puck. He’s finally converting his scoring chances at a higher rate 
which has boosted his production. 

4. Will Pittsburgh’s deficient blueline shut their Cup contention window? 

The Penguins have surrendered 3.43 goals against per game this 
season, which ranks 24th in the NHL. Some of the responsibility for those 
goal-prevention woes definitely lies on the forwards who’ve managed the 
puck carelessly and bled counterattack chances on the power play. But 
part of that burden also rests with Pittsburgh’s blueline which has raised 
major red flags. 

Brian Dumoulin started showing signs of decline last season. That 
downward slope has accelerated rapidly as he looks like a shadow of the 
steady, smothering defensive presence he once was. He’s been 
unplayable in a frontline role with Kris Letang, which has Letang’s game 
suffering and looking less dynamic as a result too. 

Jeff Petry’s underlying numbers are good, but they’re misleading — 
Marcus Pettersson was clearly driving that pair’s success. Petry’s 
registered just five points in 13 games, has been vulnerable defensively 
against speedy forwards and has taken too many penalties. 

It’s early but John Marino’s trade to New Jersey for cap purposes hasn’t 
helped either. 

It’d be foolish to count out the Penguins’ ability to make the playoffs this 
early. They’re too talented and experienced. But if and when they get 
back to the postseason one wonders if the Penguins have a blueline with 
enough youth and speed to win another Stanley Cup. 

5. Erik Karlsson and Hampus Lindholm are showing vintage, elite form 

Is there any defenseman over the past decade who’s had a more 
dominant, transcendent peak than prime Erik Karlsson? Victor Hedman’s 
consistency made him a better player overall and Cale Makar’s playoff 
run last spring was special, but Karlsson’s best form reached heights 
we’ve rarely seen NHL defenders achieve. 

Injuries and inconsistency, unfortunately, plagued Karlsson over the past 
few years. The electric qualities of his game diminished, the defensive 
flaws were magnified and for the last couple of years, he’s been 
discussed as owning one of the worst contracts in the NHL with an $11.5 
million cap hit until 2026-27. 

Karlsson has turned back the clock and found his vintage form, scoring 
10 goals and 19 points in 14 games. These points aren’t just empty 
calories. Karlsson has commendably controlled shots and scoring 
chances and has driven a plus-five goal differential at five-on-five, which 
is very impressive considering how underpowered San Jose is. He’s 
been Norris caliber and is singlehandedly making the Sharks an 
entertaining TV product. 

He isn’t the only veteran defender who’s unlocked vintage form though. 

Hampus Lindholm was never a flashy player, nor a true No.1 defender, 
but he was a smooth, intelligent two-way force for a long time with the 
Ducks. Lindholm’s play-driving impact started to slip toward the end of 
his Ducks tenure though and there were questions about whether he 
could live up to the eight-year, $52-million extension he signed with the 
Bruins after being acquired at the deadline. 

Lindholm’s been worth every penny and more so far this season. He was 
thrust into the No.1 role with Charlie McAvoy’s injury and ensured the 
Bruins didn’t skip a beat. Lindholm’s logged north of 24 minutes per 
night, crushed his five-on-five matchups and successfully keyed the top 
power-play unit, notching 13 points through 13 games. McAvoy’s return 
will bump Lindholm from PP1 so the latter’s offensive production will 
taper off, but his two-way impact as a bona fide top-pair presence is a 
massive boon. 

6. Colorado still searching for Kadri’s replacement 

The Avalanche have played 332 five-on-five minutes without Nathan 
MacKinnon on the ice. In that time, Colorado has scored just 1.44 goals 
per 60 minutes. 
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This trend isn’t new. Colorado was thin on bottom-six scoring last season 
as well before it went out and acquired Artturi Lehkonen who was a slam-
dunk fit. There’s zero need to worry right now but with the cap forcing the 
club to move on from Nazem Kadri and Andre Burakovsky, the 
Avalanche look like they’ll need to add secondary scoring at some point 
before the deadline to go deep in the playoffs again. 

Gabriel Landeskog’s injury has to be mentioned — his eventual return 
will go a long way in stabilizing the second line. The second-line centre 
hole that Kadri left behind is still a question mark though. Alex Newhook 
was given the first crack there but he struggled, notching just three points 
in 11 games. Evan Rodrigues and J.T. Compher rotated in the 2C spot 
as well. Compher’s a fast, disruptive defensive force but with a career-
high of 33 points, he’s probably not the long-term answer at 2C. 
Rodrigues probably isn’t either even though he’s been a strong bargain 
signing. 

Whether GM Joe Sakic upgrades at 2C or finds another Lehkonen-type 
addition on the wing, it’s clear that the Avs need to upgrade their 
secondary scoring to retain their status as Cup favorites. 

7. Early free agent stock WATCH: Whose value is skyrocketing and 
who’s falling? 

Bo Horvat, UFA  : Since March 9 of last season, Horvat’s tallied 26 
goals in 32 games. He’s on pace to shatter his previous career-high of 31 
goals despite the team around him being stuck in turmoil. 

Ryan O’Reilly, UFA  : Players with O’Reilly’s championship pedigree, 
proven ability to step up in the playoffs, physical style and two-way chops 
will always have value. But he’s going to turn 32 in February, has 
notched just two points in 11 games and his usually elite face-off 
numbers have slightly tapered off as well. 

David Pastrnak, UFA  : Pastrnak’s blazing start, despite missing Brad 
Marchand, was a huge reason the Bruins didn’t skip a beat despite early 
injuries. He’s scored eight goals and 20 points in 13 games. 

Jesper Bratt, RFA  : Bratt inked a one-year, $5.45-million deal this past 
summer instead of signing a long-term extension. That decision looks like 
it’s going to pay off handsomely, as he’s off to a monster start with 18 
points in 13 games. 

John Klingberg, UFA  : Klingberg mistimed last offseason’s market, 
settling late in the summer for just a one-year deal at $7 million with 
Anaheim. He’s been crushed defensively at five-on-five and is 
quarterbacking a Ducks power play that’s second-worst in the NHL. 

Jonathan Toews, UFA  : Toews didn’t look like himself at all last 
season after missing the entire 2021 campaign with illness. He’s already 
up to seven goals and nine points in 12 games this season. 

Matt Dumba, UFA  : Dumba’s been mistake-prone and very unreliable 
defensively this season. His play-driving numbers have also dipped and 
he’s goalless with just two assists through 12 games. 

Gabriel Vilardi, RFA  : Vilardi’s development was stalled due to injuries 
for a while but he’s up to 10 goals and 15 points in 15 games after 
splitting last season between the NHL and American League. 

8. Ultra-defensive teams that implemented more offensive systems have 
had excellent starts 

The Bruins, Stars and Islanders have all been elite defensive teams the 
last few seasons, ranking top-five for goals against per game between 
the 2019-20 and 2021-22 seasons. Each of them relied on conservative, 
tight-checking systems which drove strong defensive results, but led to 
scoring issues at times and ultimately a disappointing end to their 
campaigns last season. 

Boston, Dallas and New York all made coaching changes this summer. 
New hires Jim Montgomery, Peter DeBoer and Lane Lambert have 
tweaked their respective clubs’ systems to allow more offensive 
creativity. These teams are carrying the puck through the neutral zone 

more often in pursuit of rush offense instead of mostly relying on dump-
ins. Their defensemen are encouraged to be more active instead of 
operating statically and resorting to low-danger point shots. 

The early results are promising. 

Data collected prior to Nov 9 games 

All three teams are among the league leaders in five-on-five goals. 

Will these offensive gains last? We’ll see because the Stars and 
Islanders are No.1 and No.2 in the league respectively with five-on-five 
shooting percentages over 10 percent. That kind of elite efficiency could 
come back down to Earth. 

9. Which goalies have surprised (for better or worse) with their 
performance so far? 

Goaltending is extremely volatile so we’re bound to see wild swings early 
in a season. Here are some of the more surprising goalie performances, 
for better or worse, so far this season. The key word in that last sentence 
is surprise, seeing an elite goalie Hellebuyck, Sorokin or Jake Oettinger 
dominate doesn’t qualify. 

Logan Thompson  , Vegas Golden Knights: Robin Lehner’s injury 
created a ton of uncertainty for the Golden Knights in net heading into 
this season. Thompson’s been a remarkable story, posting a .930 save 
percentage through nine games. 

Thatcher Demko  , Vancouver Canucks: Demko was the Canucks’ 
MVP in 2021-22 and many viewed him as a darkhorse contender for the 
Vezina heading into this season. Vancouver’s embarrassing penalty kill, 
the alarming number of east-west seam passes they’ve surrendered and 
their inability to box out in front of the net has completely left Demko out 
to dry. Demko hasn’t been as bad as the stats would lead one to believe 
but he’s still been a lot worse than most expected. 

Carter Hart, Philadelphia Flyers  : Hart’s re-established himself as a 
top goaltender after inconsistency plagued him the last couple years. 
He’s kept the Flyers competitive despite the club being out-shot and out-
chanced by wide margins in most games. Philadelphia’s done well to 
prevent seam passes in front of Hart, but he’s stopping pucks at a .946 
rate and leads all netminders in goals saved above expected by 
Evolving-Hockey’s model. 

Jack Campbell, Edmonton Oilers  : Campbell played well on Tuesday 
against the Lightning but he’s been underwhelming otherwise, rocking a 
.884 save percentage. Stuart Skinner has fortunately been excellent as 
the No.2 in six appearances, which has prevented the goaltending 
situation in Edmonton from totally unraveling. 

Linus Ullmark, Boston Bruins  : Jeremy Swayman and Ullmark split 
starts evenly last season. Swayman received the nod as Boston’s No.1 
heading into this season but he’s lost the 1A mantle to Ullmark, who’s 
posted a .932 save percentage in 11 appearances. 

Cal Petersen and Jonathan Quick, Los Angeles Kings  : The Kings are 
a top-10 team in controlling five-on-five shots and scoring chances but 
Cal Petersen and Jonathan Quick have combined for the fifth-worst team 
save percentage in the league. 

Ville Husso, Detroit Red Wings  : Husso’s proving he wasn’t just a one-
year wonder. The 27-year-old has already saved 7.5 goals more than 
expected based on the quality of chances he’s faced, a big reason why 
the Red Wings are picking up wins despite being outplayed at even 
strength. 

Ilya Samsonov, Toronto Maple Leafs  : Matt Murray’s injury thrust Ilya 
Samsonov into the spotlight as The Guy. Samsonov was rock solid until 
getting hurt against the Bruins. 

Alex Stalock, Chicago Blackhawks  : Stalock has barely had a chance 
to play the last couple of seasons after being diagnosed with myocarditis. 
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The 35-year-old’s defiant NHL return is an inspiring story, keeping the 
Blackhawks competitive with a solid .914 save percentage. 

10. Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield are giving the Canadiens hope again 

2021-22 was a miserable season for the Montreal Canadiens. It led to 
some positive changes though. The franchise brought in Martin St. Louis 
as head coach and has committed to a full rebuild. Fans are now getting 
a glimpse at the future with a really young blueline. Most importantly, the 
club’s young forwards have bounced back. 

Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield have been a nearly unstoppable duo on 
the top line. They’re both over a point per game and have combined for 
17 goals in 14 games. St. Louis’ decision to shift Kirby Dach to the wing 
and elevate him to the top line has also been a genius move. Dach’s 
caught fire since with nine points in his last six games. 

Suzuki and Caufield are riding elevated shooting percentages so they’re 
due to slow down a bit, but they’re leaving no doubt that they can be face 
of the franchise-type figures for the next great Canadiens team. Suzuki’s 
living up to the pressure of captaincy and Caufield’s going to be an elite 
goal scorer for at least the next decade. 

Some stats are accurate prior to Nov 9 games 
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Liverpool FC, Commanders, Nationals and more: Why so many teams 
are being shopped 

 

Daniel Kaplan8-10 minutes 10/11/2022 

 

Liverpool FC, join the party. 

News that the European soccer giant’s American owners are considering 
selling means yet another sports team is on the market, attracting many 
of the same uber-wealthy pool of buyers. 

Industry insiders say they don’t recall a time when so many professional 
sports teams were for sale at the same time, which right now stands at 
least at half a dozen. And that doesn’t include the many limited partner 
(LP) stakes that are frequently on the market, or the expansion planned 
in leagues like MLS and the NWSL, or the teams that are informally 
available at the right price. 

“I sold two big LP stakes already this year — one basketball, one 
baseball — I’m working on another huge LP stake in baseball right now. 
Nobody will ever read about it,” said one sports investment banker, who 
requested anonymity because of the confidential nature of the 
assignments. 

There are individual circumstances behind each possible sale. The 
Washington Commanders are possibly for sale because of the long run 
of scandals under the ownership of Daniel Snyder. The Ottawa Senators 
are selling because the owner, Eugene Melnyk, died recently. The 
Phoenix Suns are available because of the NBA’s pressure campaign to 
force owner Robert Sarver to sell after finding he presided over an 
abusive workplace and used racial slurs. 

All that duly noted, owners are also clearly noticing the surging prices for 
sports teams, as limited partner stakes are now requiring as much money 
as a whole team purchase demanded just a few years ago. Obviously for 
Sarver and Snyder, the eye-popping sums they would pocket help 
overcome the reticence to relinquish their cherished teams. 

“Banner deal after banner deal and so people are like, ‘Jeez, like, might 
as well sell now,'” said Andrew Kline, founder and managing partner of 
Park Lane, which operates a sports investment bank. “These prices that 

you see continuing to happen are certainly encouraging people to put 
their teams on the market.” 

Kline also points to pent-up demand from the COVID-19 period when 
selling teams in that environment was difficult as sports franchises 
suffered steep losses because fans were banned or limited from 
attending games. So owners were less apt to put teams up for sale 
because it might be viewed as a distressed move stemming from 
financial losses, which would depress the price. 

But why are prices still rising if so many teams are on the market? In 
classic economics 101, when there is a greater supply of something, 
prices moderate if not dip. Build a bunch of apartment towers in a small 
city with ample housing stock, and the new homes won’t cost a fortune. 
But sports has its own unique ecosystem. 

First, one can’t just build new sports teams, this is exclusive oceanfront 
real estate that rarely changes hands as there is an artificial cap on the 
number of teams set by the leagues. So while the Denver Broncos sold 
for $4.65 billion in August, the Commanders will go for likely more than 
$6 billion — if Snyder does sell — to a buyer wanting to join the rarefied 
air breathed by NFL owners. 

Buyer groups also do not always overlap among the leagues, those 
interested in hockey may not be the same types to bid for an EPL team 
(though Fenway Sports owns the Pittsburgh Penguins). 

“Somebody who’s a hockey-oriented hockey fan, you know, was always 
interested in acquiring an NHL team is the one that will buy the 
Senators,” said Randy Vataha, a sports investment banker who advised 
Melnyk on the purchase but has no role in the sale currently. “I don’t think 
the buyer of that team would necessarily be a buyer for the, for the NFL 
team, and probably not, for any of the other teams is my guess.” 

Bidders for the EPL and NFL teams could overlap, as they did with the 
Broncos and Chelsea FC. The ultimate buyers of Chelsea, a group led by 
Todd Boehly, also had a bid in for the Denver franchise. But this did not 
affect at all the record-setting prices set by the two transactions, an 
achievement that may be short-lived with Liverpool and the Commanders 
maybe changing hands next. 

What is driving the run up no matter the league is sports’ unique position 
in the fragmenting media ecosystem as must-see live content. Cable 
operators want it as the last-gasp media holding together the traditional 
cable bundle, while the new generation of streamers want it to distinguish 
their wares from the competition. 

“There’s never been a better time in the history of the world to be a 
sports rights owner,” Kline said. “You’re seeing these network deals, 
continue to climb, because these networks are these massive entities. 
And I think the thing that proves the best piece of content is live sports.” 

Here’s a look at the teams for sale, at least those that are known. 

Ottawa Senators 

The team hired Galatioto Sports Partners to handle the process. Of the 
big four North American sports leagues, the NHL is the only one without 
a $1 billion sale, with Fenway Sports 2021 purchase of the Penguins at 
$900 million the high-water mark. This deal is unlikely to top that given 
the smaller market and lower stature of the Senators. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

Mendes: Ryan Reynolds wants a piece of the Senators. The NHL needs 
to make sure it happens 

Los Angeles Angels 

Another team that hired Galatioto Sports, owner Arte Moreno has 
struggled with his two-decade-long ownership in fielding a competitive 
team and securing a new stadium. The last team in MLB to sell was the 
New York Mets in 2020 to Steve Cohen for $2.2 billion. The Angels will 
be hard-pressed to match that. 
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go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

Blum: Angels owner Arte Moreno owes everyone an explanation 

Washington Nationals 

The team hired Allen & Co. in April to secure a buyer and the process 
has dragged on. One issue is the team’s litigation surrounding the rights 
fee received from cable outlet MASN, a case that has been toiling for 
nearly a decade. Allen & Co. has set a price target of $2.5 billion, which 
may be high. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

Ted Leonsis group is front-runner to buy Nationals, sources say 

Baltimore Orioles 

The team is likely not getting sold but it did this year hire Goldman Sachs 
to test the waters. The sons of ailing owner Peter Angelos are suing each 
other over the future of the team, so the litigation needs to be resolved 
first. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

Orioles hired Goldman to assess sale 

Phoenix Suns 

The team hired Moelis & Co. to advise on a sale. The unanswered 
question is how much of the team is for sale. Sarver owns 35 percent 
and the control shares, but only one LP has the right to piggyback on his 
sale (together that represents 40 percent). If a buyer only needs to 
acquire four-tenths of the team, he or she might be willing to pay a 
premium for that. Talk is the team could go for more than $3 billion, 
though some in sports finance caution that Phoenix is not a top-10 
market and the regional sports network business the NBA relies on is in 
peril. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

Suns sale may set record NBA value, but will less than half of team 
change hands? 

Liverpool FC 

If Chelsea sold for $3.2 billion, there is no reason this transaction won’t 
go for a similar amount if not more. Demand is more international than for 
U.S. sports properties, with buyers not just from the U.S. but Asia, the 
Middle East and Europe always in the mix for EPL clubs. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

How do you value a football club? 

Washington Commanders 

Whether Snyder truly wants to sell is the million-dollar question, or 
maybe better put the $6 billion one. It may take that much, if not more, to 
finally get Snyder to relent and sell the team. Anything less and other 
owners would worry about their own franchise values and ironically might 
encourage him not to sell. That’s why Jeff Bezos makes so much sense 
here, but can Snyder overcome his venom for the Washington Post, 
which the Amazon chairman owns? 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

Matthew McConaughey 'actively exploring' bid on Commanders 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.10.2022 

1258682 Websites 

 

NHL99: Nathan MacKinnon is just a bigger version of ultra-driven ‘Nate 
the Kid’ 

 

Peter Baugh13-17 minutes 10/11/2022 

 

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia — Inside Cole Harbour Place, where a mural of a 
pond hockey game looks over the main sheet of ice, a young boy jumped 
out. He might have been smaller than most of the kids, but that didn’t 
stop him from seizing the puck whenever he wanted. His head was 
always up as he stickhandled, even as a 9-year-old. He had power on 
skates unlike the others. It was as if he galloped. 

As the youngster dominated his opponents, coaches Charlie MacLean 
and Dave Peters sat nearby, preparing game plans for their team, which 
was scheduled to play later in the day. At one point, MacLean walked 
over to the ice. Before long, he had called for Peters to follow. He had to 
see this player. 

“You peek your head in,” Peters says now, “and all of a sudden you see 
the future best player in the world.” 

That was the first time he laid eyes on Nathan MacKinnon. 

Cole Harbour Place is full of pictures and memorabilia from Sidney 
Crosby, the Penguins captain who grew up playing at the rink and 
became the world’s most famous hockey player. Just down the wall is 
one dedicated to MacKinnon, the kid who followed in his footsteps. 

MacKinnon’s case is a time capsule of sorts. There’s a picture of a 
chubby-cheeked 2-year-old, grinning as he stands in skates for the first 
time. He’s smiling in another picture nearby, one in which he’s slightly 
older, eating a snack while wearing a black Tim Hortons jersey. There 
are hockey cards from his youth team, the Cole Harbour Wings, as well 
as trophies and old jerseys. The shelves are full of memories, tokens 
showing a player’s journey from childhood to stardom. 

“He was like he is now,” says Jon Greenwood, another one of 
MacKinnon’s former coaches. “Just a smaller version.” 

MacKinnon’s progression made him a Stanley Cup champion and a 
three-time Hart Trophy finalist and landed him at No. 74 on our list of the 
greatest players of the NHL’s modern era. MacKinnon, now in his 10th 
season with the Avalanche, brought the Cup home to the Halifax area 
this past summer. His mom, Kathy, worked in the government building 
and his dad, Graham, was a track supervisor for the Canadian National 
Railway. The city’s people are proud that MacKinnon grew up there, 
proud that he’s still one of them. MacKinnon shares that pride. 

The trophy case at Cole Harbour Place. (Peter Baugh / The Athletic) 

Graham MacKinnon played a bit of goalie growing up in Springhill, Nova 
Scotia, and he taught his son to skate at a young age. Plenty of other 
kids in the area played, but MacKinnon never felt the sport was forced on 
him. It didn’t need to be. Hockey became more than just a hobby or 
something fun to do. It consumed him. 

“I just remember never not wanting to go to the rink,” he says. “I always 
loved to play.” 

His childhood home, where his room is still decorated with the hockey 
posters he hung as a kid, is next to what he calls a glorified pond. The 
small lake freezes quickly in the winter, and he spent hours shooting 
pucks at a battered net, sometimes with friends and sometimes alone. 
He’d make the 10-minute walk home from school during lunch, throw on 
his gear and get a skate in, stopping only to eat mac and cheese on the 
snow bank. 
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Cole Murphy, one of MacKinnon’s closest friends growing up, remembers 
the first time he saw MacKinnon skate. They were both around 6 years 
old and playing against each other when MacKinnon darted down the ice. 
At that age, none of the kids got air under the puck when they shot. But 
MacKinnon was different. Murphy watched him shoot the puck into the 
glass. 

That memory is still fresh two decades later. Many of the people around 
Halifax, be it Murphy or Peters or MacLean, don’t forget the first time they 
saw MacKinnon on skates. 

“Obviously, he’s one of the hardest-working people I know,” Murphy 
says. “But you don’t get to where he was without some physical gifts as 
well.” 

Greenwood first worked with MacKinnon at the rink when the young 
center was 11, and the coach quickly noticed how hard he was on 
himself. He’d be furious if he missed the net during practice, and he’d 
challenge his coach to shooting competitions after the team was done 
skating. 

That sometimes put Greenwood in a tough situation. If the coach won, 
MacKinnon would grow angry at himself. But if MacKinnon outshot him, 
he would question if Greenwood was putting in his maximum effort. 

“I knew when he wasn’t trying,” MacKinnon says. 

Greenwood quickly realized he had no choice. He couldn’t take it easy. “I 
might have beat him once or twice when he was that age,” he said. “But 
I’m sure that stopped shortly after.” 

MacKinnon didn’t simply want to be the best. He wanted to dominate. 
MacLean, who coached him at the bantam level, saw that most not on 
the ice, but when the team did wall sit exercises. MacKinnon was able to 
hold his longer than everyone else, but even when the second-to-last 
person stopped, the star center would keep going. 

“He’d go 10, 15 minutes past everyone else,” MacLean says. “It wasn’t 
good enough to be first. He had to dominate them.” 

He also worked at areas of weakness on the ice. He approached Peters 
about getting better in the dirty areas. The coach talked to him about 
where to stand, one day putting him directly in front of the net, where 
he’d be in position to screen the goalie and deflect pucks. MacKinnon 
was scared of the puck at the time, so this wasn’t a comfortable place. 
But he did as the coach said, and Peters began firing slap shots at him 
so he could practice. 

“If he missed I would’ve been dead as a 12-year-old,” MacKinnon jokes 
now. 

Though hockey was his passion, it wasn’t his only sport, which Murphy 
believes helped keep both of them from getting burned out. On summer 
weekdays, their parents dropped them off at Abenaki Aquatic Club, and 
they’d kayak in preparation for a few regattas every year. MacKinnon 
believes the paddling helped give him a strong back, and the coaches, 
timers in hand, would make the kids run a 5K every morning. 

MacKinnon, Murphy and their friends swam and played basketball in their 
free time at Abenaki. And, in a major development in 8-year-old 
MacKinnon’s life, the summer days at the club gave him the chance to 
flirt with girls for the first time. 

“Didn’t go great, but I tried,” he says, laughing. 

He was much better at hockey. His fire and competitiveness, in 
Greenwood’s eyes, were the separator. It’s part of the reason Murphy 
isn’t surprised watching him dominate in the NHL. Don’t get him wrong: 
He’s proud of his friend. But this always felt like the path he’d go down. 

“I’ve had a few coachable, competitive kids before, but never with that 
skill,” Peters says. “I’ve definitely seen skilled kids before, but never with 
that mindset.” 

MacKinnon was the rare marriage of both. He was, in Peters’ eyes, a 
perfect storm. 

Some players are worth gigantic risks. The Halifax Mooseheads were 
coming off three dismal seasons — three consecutive years with a point 
percentage under .335 — and general manager Cam Russell wanted to 
make sure that string of disappointments stopped. 

“We needed a boost for our organization,” Russell says. 

He had a solution in MacKinnon, who had spent his first two years of high 
school at Shattuck-St. Mary’s, a private boarding school and hockey 
powerhouse in Minnesota. But there was an obstacle. MacKinnon was 
the most talented player in the QMJHL draft, and the Baie-Comeau 
Drakkar had the first pick. 

The MacKinnon family told Baie-Comeau that Nathan had no plans of 
reporting there if the club drafted him, and Russell tried to trade for the 
pick. Still, the Drakkar selected MacKinnon, but when it became clear the 
player’s stance wasn’t going to waver, the club started looking to trade 
his rights. 

Enter the Mooseheads. MacKinnon grew up cheering for the team, and 
his family had even billeted a former Mooseheads player when Nathan 
was a kid. He didn’t come cheap, though. To acquire him, Russell traded 
Carl Gelinas — the team’s leading scorer from the year before — another 
depth player and three first-round picks to Baie-Comeau. 

“We knew that with what we were giving up, if Nathan wasn’t a player, 
was going to deplete the franchise significantly moving forward,” said 
Mooseheads president Brian Urquhart, who was the vice president at the 
time. 

One fan sent Russell an email, ripping him apart for trading such a haul 
for an unproven teenager. 

“I am struggling to understand this decision and fear that your fans might 
have to watch a team that will not do well for years to come,” it read. 

But a player with club-altering potential, the general manager 
determined, was worth the hefty price. So after playing two years in 
Minnesota, MacKinnon headed home. 

Greenwood always wondered when MacKinnon would reach a level he 
couldn’t dominate. Major junior, he thought, might be where his star 
player hit a speedbump. As a 16-year-old entering the QMJHL, he’d be 
playing against future NHL players, some of whom were multiple years 
older than him. Growing pains would have been understandable. 

“It didn’t happen,” says Greenwood, who would soon learn to never be 
surprised by what MacKinnon does on the ice. 

A few days before his training camp, MacKinnon walked into 
Mooseheads coach Dominique Ducharme’s office for a meeting. 
MacKinnon wanted to be in the NHL as soon as possible. Ducharme, 
who had seen his dynamic play and skillset, wanted to help him get 
there. 

“We have two years,” Ducharme said. “730 days. Take those days one-
by-one and make the most of it and you’ll be ready for that.” 

MacKinnon bought in, and he jumped out from the moment he first took 
the ice. Goaltender Zach Fucale remembers his presence the first day of 
practice. His shots on net had a zip to them. The goalie remembers 
knowing pretty quickly that his new teammate would be one of the best 
players in the league. 

“We were both only 16 and I felt like I was years behind,” Fucale said. 

Teammates knew MacKinnon was bound for the NHL. “Don’t forget us,” 
they’d joke with him, Fucale remembers. These expectations were 
nothing new for MacKinnon. ESPN ran a story when he was 14, calling 
him “Nate the Kid,” a reference to Crosby’s “Sid the Kid” nickname. 

“I never really sensed (he felt) a lot of pressure,” Greenwood says. “If he 
did, he certainly always seemed to rise to it.” 

During MacKinnon’s first year with the Mooseheads, he found out he 
hadn’t been invited to Canada’s World Junior Championship training 
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camp. He was in gym class when the list was released, and he stared at 
it, angry tears coming to his eyes. That disappointment, paired with the 
Mooseheads’ next game, became part of MacKinnon’s lore in Halifax. 

Playing against the Patrick Roy-coached Quebec Remparts, MacKinnon 
put together a five-goal game. Every goal was different: He redirected a 
pass, backhanded a puck in on a breakaway, deked out a goalie from the 
side, finished a wrap-around and flipped in an empty-netter. As 
celebrating teammates approached him after his second goal — the 
breakaway — he lifted his arms. He stared at them wide-eyed, his mouth 
hanging open, as if shocked at his own abilities. 

MacKinnon wasn’t actively thinking about what he viewed as a world 
juniors snub, but subconsciously, he believes, some extra juice was 
inside him. 

“It felt like a statement game,” Urquhart says. “It was just dominant.” 

Halifax returned to the playoffs that year, reaching the third round, and in 
MacKinnon’s second and final season with the Mooseheads, they won 
the QMJHL championship and the Memorial Cup. In the final, MacKinnon 
scored a hat trick to upend fellow draft prospect Seth Jones and the 
Portland Winterhawks. 

“Nate was one of the reasons we kept that standard so high, because 
that’s how he operates,” Fucale says. “He keeps the bar high and will not 
accept anything under that.” 

The Stanley Cup sat downstairs on a table at Saltyard Social, a two-story 
restaurant right next to the Halifax water. The weather was perfect for 
MacKinnon’s party with the Stanley Cup, and he mingled with guests as 
he ate donair wraps and sipped drinks. The 2021-22 section of the trophy 
had yet to be engraved, but soon his name, along with the names of his 
Avalanche teammates, would be on the silver metal. 

Loved ones were everywhere. Crosby, his idol-turned-friend, was there, 
as were his old coaches. His parents and sister, Sarah, laughed with the 
guests. 

“He’s the happiest guy in the world,” close friend Ian Saab said earlier in 
the day. 

MacKinnon poured all his energy into making it to the highest level. That 
was his focus. When he spoke in front of a crowd in downtown Halifax 
earlier in his Cup day, he said he wished he enjoyed the journey a bit 
more. Back in Denver, he repeats the same sentiment. 

“All I wanted to do was make the NHL,” he says. 

But perhaps all the reasons he couldn’t fully enjoy the ride — his singular 
focus, the rigorous drills and workouts he put himself through, the 
forward-looking mindset — are why he is what he’s become. If he didn’t 
have that ambition, that hunger growing up that was never quite satisfied, 
could he have become this version of Nathan MacKinnon? Perhaps he 
could have found a healthier balance, and taken things a little less 
seriously. But as coaches have said — from Greenwood coaching him as 
a child to Jared Bednar coaching him now — if you have a player with 
MacKinnon’s fire, you don’t try to contain it. 

Crosby will always be the first generational player to come from the 
Halifax area. Because of him, kids in the city — including MacKinnon — 
grew up cheering on the Penguins star. Over time, Pittsburgh shirts didn’t 
jump out much to Greenwood. It all made sense. 

The Penguins apparel isn’t going anywhere. Greenwood still sees it 
plenty. But he’s noticed recently more and more Avalanche gear popping 
up. It turns out, in this city along the harbor, there’s room for two. 
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In today’s NHL, is the best defense a strong offense? 

 

Shayna Goldman7-9 minutes 09/11/2022 

 

The Panthers defense is suspect, at best, even with a healthy Aaron 
Ekblad. But this team is constructed to let their firepower lead the way. 
That’s what worked for Florida all last regular season, as one of the best 
rush teams in the league. For as much as the Panthers conceded, they 
could either pile on the goals to pad a lead or generate enough offense to 
spark a comeback.  

It was a live-by-the-blade, die-by-the-blade style that actually worked for 
the team — until the playoffs. Not because that strategy failed them, 
exactly. Rather, the team started to play down to the idea of what playoff 
hockey should be. While their opponents’ defensive efforts deserve credit 
too, Florida didn’t get a chance to show whether this style would work 
when the stakes were the highest.  

This year’s Panthers team is built a bit differently. The defense is weaker 
since MacKenzie Weegar was moved to Calgary, and there’s been 
change behind the bench as well. But considering the blue line, even 
when Ekblad returns, should Florida just try to power forward and hope 
their best defense is a strong offense? 

Is that what today’s NHL is starting to call for, overall? 

The idea of offense being a priority isn’t exactly reinventing the wheel. 
The basic concept of hockey surrounds one team outscoring the other, 
whether it’s by a margin of five goals or one. But it differs from the idea 
that defense wins championships. That’s more of a low-event mindset, 
one that emphasizes stout, heavy defense to limit shots and scoring 
chances against. For defense to win championships, a team has to 
withstand their opponent with their defensive efforts. Teams like the 2011 
Bruins and 2012 Kings who managed to win while embracing this 
mentality inspired others around the league, as champions always do.  

That philosophy has holes, though. It’s only so helpful if a team can’t 
muster up their own offense. And in today’s game, with scoring on the 
rise, that’s pretty important.  

A more proactive approach is necessary, but to what end? Can a team 
that has enough firepower create even if it’s at the expense of their 
defense?  

Popping off offensively doesn’t necessarily make a team a contender. It 
helps, but if they concede just as much or more back, they’re really just a 
high-event squad. Ask the Senators. Ottawa may be toward the top of 
the league in expected goal generation in all situations with the results to 
match but still allow a high rate of chances and goals back, and are 
subsequently at the bottom of the standings.  

The best defense can be a high-powered offense — but that offense 
requires some defense, too. Maybe the mistake is thinking each operates 
as a separate concept.  

Puck possession is often thought of as offensive opportunity — and it is 
— but there’s a difference between that and just having firepower. 
Controlling play requires defense and offense working in tandem. That’s 
what the current model team, the reigning Stanley Cup-winning 
Avalanche, had to win last summer. And that was enough to make up for 
the caliber of their goaltending slipping below average through much of 
their playoff run. 

That defense isn’t only about play on one end of the ice. It’s not simply 
talking about gap control, positioning, and limiting offense against, either. 
Defense entails the team’s complete effort back in their own zone — from 
when plays first cross over the blue line, until a team finds a way to break 
back out, and everything in between. That includes stick checks, 
takeaways, and overall puck retrievals to turn play around, as well as 
plays with control to exit the zone. It features a five-player unit working 
together, and oftentimes defenders activating to support their teams’ 
push up the ice. 
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To be a dominant possession team, and to start overwhelming with 
scoring chances, a team has to turn defensive plays into offensive 
sequences. But defense doesn’t stop there. There’s essential work when 
a team has control as well to maintain it, like protecting the puck and 
holding the blue line to sustain offensive zone time.  

It may not be the traditional defense most immediately think of, but that’s 
what’s necessary in today’s game to be a legitimate offensive force — 
and not just a team that finds themselves in a track meet back and forth 
between rush chances.  

The teams that thrive at that should be the ones that find themselves 
high in the standings as the year progresses, instead of those with 
strengths on only one end of the ice. Those are the teams that will rank 
highly in scoring chance creation while being stingy back in their own end 
versus those that find themselves doing damage control the majority of 
the game. That should help a sustainable foundation that leads to 
success like Colorado had last year.  

In the early goings of 2022-23, a few teams are starting to show signs of 
that. The Bruins have a strong offensive attack, and they don’t allow 
much back. And that should only improve when Charlie McAvoy is back 
in the fold.  

The Golden Knights, in the midst of an eight-game winning streak, are 
showing just how well they can control play. This is a top-five team in 
their expected goal rate for and against at five-on-five. The more this 
squad converts on their chances, the more dangerous they’ll be.  

The Devils fit here as well, surprisingly. The Devils lead the league in 
their shot, expected goal, and scoring rate at five-on-five over their 
opening stretch of games. The team isn’t just creating off the rush after 
recovering pucks, but pressuring off the cycle. The Devils’ puck control is 
insulating their goalies since opponents can’t challenge them if they don’t 
have the puck on their sticks. The only question is how the team 
maintains this as their schedule gets more challenging over the next 
stretch.  

So, what about the Panthers? Once the team is healthy, Florida’s going 
to have to find a way to maximize its offensive ceiling between its five-
player units. Instead of just moving out assets for players who can check 
off the ‘defensive’ box and bring attributes that seem to be missing, the 
focus should be on players who can extend offensive opportunities, and 
turn plays around when the team finds themselves in their own end. The 
Panthers’ ability to create quality chances is so important to their 
success, the rest of their game just has to support it better.  

Teams in today’s NHL must be versatile, adaptable, and proactive. That 
means thinking bigger than just playing on one end of the ice as the best 
way to succeed. To drive play and excel on the scoresheet — which is 
the key to winning games — there’s a team-defense element necessary 
to build a sustainable offensive foundation. With that, the best defense 
legitimately is a strong offense that’s shaped by dominating the 
possession game. 

Data via Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, and NaturalStatTrick. This story 
relies on shot-based metrics; here is a primer on these numbers. 
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ESPN / Inside Mason Marchment's hockey journey 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

Mason Marchment is in midsentence when a surprise intruder cuts him 
short. 

And the Dallas Stars forward can't resist the interloper. 

"Sorry about that," Marchment said on a recent call with ESPN. "I just got 
in and my dog couldn't wait to say hi. He needs some attention." 

His pup might be the star at home, but it's Marchment who's in the NHL 
limelight. Which was, frankly, a long time coming. 

These days Marchment is the toast of Dallas hockey, a top-six winger 
fresh from signing a four-year, $18 million contract last summer. 
Marchment was a hot name on the free-agent market after a 
breakthrough season in 2021-22 with the Florida Panthers, where he 
blew away all of his previous career marks, scoring 18 goals and 47 
points in 54 games. It was no surprise then, when Marchment rolled into 
this season on a heater, posting a two-goal debut with the Stars and 
netting six points through his first four games. 

"Honestly, it's been awesome," Marchment said of joining up with Dallas. 
"The Stars were definitely in my top three teams right off the bat in free 
agency. I've known [coach] Pete DeBoer and [assistant] Steve Spott for a 
little bit now just through the relationship that they had with my dad 
[former NHLer Bryan Marchment] so it just felt right. I definitely wanted to 
be comfortable when I came in. They had a great team here with a lot of 
young talent, so it all just made my decision pretty easy." 

What we're seeing now is Marchment in his prime. But the 27-year-old is 
no overnight success. 

Marchment was the definition of a late bloomer, his early career marred 
by the rejections to prove it. The Toronto-area native was passed over at 
16 in the Ontario Hockey League draft and spent his next two years 
playing youth hockey before graduating, at 19, to the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League. 

It was during that season Marchment physically took shape, reaching 6-
foot-2 and wielding increased confidence along with his height. The 
OHL's Erie Otters finally took notice and added Marchment for the 2014-
15 campaign. His 26-point showing that season yielded no takers in the 
2015 NHL draft, though, so the now-overage Marchment returned to 
juniors another season to be shipped around from Erie to Hamilton to 
Mississauga. 

His last stop -- during the Steelheads' playoff run -- put Marchment on the 
Toronto Maple Leafs' radar. His five-point performance helped 
Marchment land an amateur tryout with the club's American Hockey 
League affiliate, the Toronto Marlies. That turned into an AHL contract for 
the following season and, eventually, a five-year stint with the 
organization. But that half-decade would be no ordinary opportunity for 
Marchment. It became the grind of his professional life, an all-out battle 
from part-time minor-league skater all the way to eventual Calder Cup 
champion in 2018. 

Toronto started Marchment off in 2016 with a plan that involved playing 
no games while he worked instead with their stable of development 
coaches. Marchment was already in his early 20s then, a point when 
most players are anxious to establish their game on the ice. Marchment 
wanted that, too; he just lacked some of the tools to get there. So he 
embraced the Leafs' proposal, and in doing so met a teacher who helped 
changed his life: skating coach Barb Underhill. 

"I honestly don't think I would be where I am without her," he said. 

IT WAS JUNE 6, 2016. The first time Underhill watched Marchment 
skate. 

"He was just a gangly, overgrown, skinny kid," Underhill recalled. "He 
had not grown into his body yet; that was the big thing I saw in him. I just 
remember thinking like, 'Wow, this kid really needs to get stronger.'" 

That wasn't the only thing Marchment needed. Once the session was 
underway, Underhill instructed Marchment to get his knees over his toes 
and use more ankle flexion for balance on his blades. She was floored by 
his response. 

"He said to me, 'I can't bend my ankle because I've had this chronic lace 
bite my whole life and it's just too painful,'" she said. "I remember being 
so shocked, like, 'What are you talking about?' And I think he thought it 
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was normal to just always be in pain when he skated. I was shocked, and 
it just made me angry that this was happening, but also just determined 
to help him." 

Underhill describes lace bite as "super, super, super painful, and it's 
because your skates aren't fitting right." She and her staff convened 
immediately to figure out a path forward for Marchment. It would be the 
start of an unexpected journey for both of them. 

"First, we got him a pair of skates that fit properly," she said. "We just had 
to get him out of pain. And then he was taking a lot of really weird falls, 
like out-of-balance falls. At times he almost looked like a marionette in 
how he would collapse and just really be off balance. So it was trying to 
get him in a position where he could play heavy, where he wouldn't get 
pushed over. And in that initial time together we just formed a nice trust, 
and we had a good bond from the very beginning, because I think he 
could tell that I cared and really wanted to help him out." 

Marchment remained an eager pupil. He admits that "coming up, I was 
never the best skater" and the chance to work with Underhill was too 
good not to invest in. He could also appreciate her no-nonsense 
approach to creating improvements. 

"I remember when we first started, she said to me, 'If you give me 100%, 
I'll give you 100%,'" Marchment said. "She's one of the best if not the 
best out there, a great person, and just easy to get along with and talk to. 
She was probably the biggest piece for me playing [professionally] and 
moving up into the NHL ranks. She definitely has a big spot in my journey 
to making it." 

Underhill believes she logged more one-on-one time with Marchment 
than any player in her career. It was inevitable they'd become close, 
especially when Marchment grappled with being on the sidelines. 

"I was there with him through a lot of very vulnerable times," she said. 
"When he wasn't even playing [in 2016-17], a lot of the work was not just 
skating, but it was personal. It was motivating and encouraging and like, 
'Come on; let's get at this.'" 

Those tactics became a staple in their relationship. After Marchment's 
initial development stretch, he was sent down to the ECHL's Orlando 
Solar Bears for a 35-game stint in 2017. He played only home games 
there, until the Marlies -- satisfied with his progress -- called Marchment 
back into the fold. At last, Marchment was ready to grab a permanent 
AHL role for the 2017-18 season. That would be the campaign in which 
Toronto won its first Calder Cup, and Marchment -- playing a fourth-line 
role primarily with Trevor Moore and Adam Brooks -- scored twice in the 
Cup-clinching victory, including what would be the game-winning goal. 

Underhill said the ensuing on-ice celebration was "amazing -- to be in 
that moment with him and see part of his dream come true after the 
journey we had taken was so cool." It was the road thereafter that 
became rocky. 

Right as Marchment was hitting his stride a series of injuries -- including 
back-to-back shoulder issues -- threatened his future. The second of 
those shoulder problems happened during Leafs training camp in 2019, 
and the ensuing surgery delayed Marchment's potential of working into 
an NHL lineup. Underhill was back in motivation mode. 

"I'll never forget when he blew the shoulder out again," Underhill said. 
"Just seeing him at the lunch table, I felt crushed for him, after all the 
work that he did to get back. And I just went and hugged him, and I was 
like, 'Come on, you can do this' and I can remember multiple times 
saying, 'Look, this adversity, anybody at the top has gone through it, 
anybody that ever makes it has gone through major adversity.' I had his 
back." 

Her positive attitude rubbed off. 

"I definitely had my fair share of injuries in Toronto," Marchment said. 
"That's never easy and you have to grind through those and come out 
better on the other side is the way I look at those. I had a really good 
support system in Toronto and just having those people around through a 

lot of the tough times when I was getting hurt and things weren't really 
going the way I wanted them to be was huge." 

Marchment did eventually suit up with the Leafs, making his NHL debut 
on Jan. 2, 2020. Barely a month later, after four appearances with the 
club, Toronto traded Marchment to Florida for Denis Malgin. The Leafs 
were overstocked with forwards, so the move gave Marchment a fresh 
start elsewhere. Still, the news devastated Underhill. 

"I remember not being very happy with [Leafs general manager] Mr. 
[Kyle] Dubas at the time," she said. "But I knew also that it might be the 
best thing for him, and I said that to him because I'm sure it was a shock 
to him as well. And it was the best thing because there was an opening 
there for him and an opportunity and he made the most of it. That was a 
big part of him getting to where he is right now." 

Timing, as they say, is everything. Marchment packed his bags and 
headed south believing he was better off than when Toronto first brought 
him in. 

"I think the biggest thing for me was learning to play a complete game," 
Marchment said. "Coming out of junior and really just growing up, I 
always just liked to play offense. I knew when I got to the pros, at least 
initially I wasn't going to be the guy that they go to in those situations and 
I had to learn to basically play a different role. Being in Toronto taught me 
that I've got to play a different role and play a different way. That 
definitely helped my complete game going forward." 

SAM REINHART PROBABLY heard Marchment before he saw him. 

His new Panthers teammate had that sort of energy. 

"The first thing I think of with him is how he was in the room. He's a 
personality," Reinhart said. "He's going to be himself no matter what, and 
guys are drawn to that. He's such a popular and likable guy. It's an 
unbelievable trait to have. No matter how he's doing on the ice, off the 
ice, he's the same. He just carries himself in such an awesome way." 

Marchment glided his way into Florida after another brief turn in the AHL. 
Reinhart was still with the Sabres during Marchment's first full season 
with the Panthers (2020-21), where Marchment notched two goals and 
10 points through the COVID-19-shortened campaign. 

In April 2021, Marchment signed a one-year deal to stay with the 
Panthers. Reinhart joined the club via trade later that offseason, then 
signed a three-year contract. 

Marchment's breakout started -- in part -- when he linked up on a line 
with Reinhart, their off-ice synergy apparent on a unit with Anton Lundell. 
That trio played a significant role in Florida's dominant, President's 
Trophy winning 2021-22 season, collecting a combined 173-point effort 
that ramped up throughout the campaign. On Jan. 31, 2022, Marchment 
recorded a six-point night in the Panthers' win over Columbus, and then 
tallied his first-ever NHL hat trick the following month. 

"We had really good chemistry from day one, honestly," Marchment said. 
"I really enjoy Sam as a person and a friend. We were close off the ice 
and we were really close on the ice. We would talk on the bench a lot; we 
were pretty good at communicating with each other. He's a really good 
player, a really easy guy to play with." 

That line kept producing, and suddenly Marchment was on everyone's 
radar. He took the mounting accolades in stride, while knowing full well 
they didn't happen by accident. 

"I always believed that I was capable of getting there; it just had to be the 
right opportunity at the right time," Marchment said. "When I went to 
Florida, [then-head coach Joel Quenneville] he really gave me a good 
opportunity to succeed and put me in the right places. He's the reason I 
started flourishing, because he put me in those positions where I was 
going to succeed. It just took off from there." 

If Marchment is humble in his personal assessments, Reinhart is happy 
to brag about him. He got to know "a little bit" about Marchment's career 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 10, 2022 

 

trek, and felt struck by the perseverance Marchment displayed to reach 
his target. 

"It was a long path for him going through Toronto and slowly working his 
way up," Reinhart said. "But to see the confidence he has in himself, and 
his game is pretty incredible. I think as soon as he came here, he took 
his game to a whole other level, and it doesn't look like he's slowing that 
down any time soon." 

The same thought occurs to Moore, Marchment's former linemate with 
the Marlies. He shares a similar story to Marchment's, going undrafted 
into the Leafs' organization and battling his way into a regular role now 
with the Los Angeles Kings. 

That shared history of growing pains bonded Moore and Marchment for 
almost three AHL seasons, through which Moore could see -- well before 
the rest -- Marchment's ultimate destiny. 

"I think people thought of him as just a bigger guy who's going to hit and 
be tough, but there was always that skill there," Moore said. "Like with 
the toe drags and the shot and the way he saw the ice. That just kept 
growing every year. Looking at him now and seeing him in the NHL, it's 
amazing. There's all the stuff that he can do as a top-six forward, but it's 
not too, too surprising having seen all the steps that he's taken in the 
past." 

Marchment is still a tough customer -- just ask his supposed friends. 
Moore experienced that firsthand when his Kings faced Marchment's 
Stars earlier this season. 

"It was pretty cool, lining up against him the first shift in the starting lineup 
of an NHL game," Moore said. "And then he goes and takes a run at me. 
The full circle moment was a little bit dampened. No, it was good. It's 
really cool to see that we've both made it this far and I'm happy about it 
for him." 

MARCHMENT COMES BY that killer instinct naturally. His father Bryan 
had it, too. 

For 15 years, the elder Marchment was a bruising, hard-nosed NHL 
defender who also laced up briefly for the Leafs. After his playing career, 
Bryan transitioned into front office positions, his last with the San Jose 
Sharks. 

It was while working for the Sharks at the 2022 draft in Montreal that 
Bryan passed away suddenly on July 6. He was 53. No cause of death 
was ever publicly revealed. 

The younger Marchment respectfully declines to talk about his father and 
what transpired last summer. The loss of his family's patriarch was 
clearly gut-wrenching. Somehow, Marchment found his way forward -- 
like so many times before -- and showed in the wake of intense grief 
what a special person his father helped raise. 

"I think it was [three weeks] out [from Bryan's death], and I was actually 
able to see him at [Brandon Montour's] wedding in Nashville," Reinhart 
said. "For him to be a few weeks from going through something like that -
- and obviously he wasn't doing great and was having a hard time with it -
- for him to put that aside for somebody he's so close with in Monty and 
to be able to come to the wedding and show up for him and put on a 
brave face, I just had so much respect for someone like him doing that. It 
just shows the kind of man he is and the friend he is." 

Reinhart and Marchment are still close now -- Marchment's girlfriend 
Alexis will be a bridesmaid in Reinhart's upcoming wedding -- and they'll 
take any opportunity to tee it up on the golf course. That will have to wait 
until summer though; both Reinhart and Marchment hope their teams are 
on track for a long run ahead. 

For Marchment, this season came stacked with expectations akin to 
producing on a big-ticket contract. Although in famously laid-back 
fashion, he hasn't exactly been sweating those details. 

"Nothing changes for me," Marchment said. "I just have the same 
mindset that you've got to work hard every day and try to get better every 

day. I think with all the added pressures and stuff like that, it even makes 
more sense to just keep doing the same things. Don't worry about the 
outside noise and just have fun and go out there and work hard." 

It's a perspective that has served Marchment well in achieving this 
current level -- something even his staunchest supporters weren't sure 
was in the cards. 

"It blows my mind," Underhill said of Marchment's NHL success. "I really 
didn't see that for him early on. I don't think anybody did. But there was 
something about this kid where he just kept kicking, he just kept going 
and nothing could hold him down." 

That includes the void left by his father. It was six days after Bryan's 
death that Marchment signed with the Stars. Even if dad never got the 
chance to see him in that uniform, there's no doubt who Marchment is 
thinking about every night on that ice. Or that a proud father is watching 
him from somewhere. 

"He's playing for his dad," Reinhart said. "He's got that extra incentive. 
For people to finally notice him, it's definitely time for him to get some 
recognition. I'm thrilled to see him doing well. He's got a massive fan in 
me and all the support in the world from me." 
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Sportsnet.ca / What's the Canucks' biggest problem? Maybe it's the 
players 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetNovember 10, 2022, 12:52 AM 

 

MONTREAL -- Bruce Boudreau is a players’ coach. It just doesn’t seem 
like the Vancouver Canucks are a coach’s players. 

If you think president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford knee-capped 
Boudreau this week with his public criticism of structure and 
accountability, look what the players did to their coach on Wednesday. 

Forty-three seconds into a game against the Montreal Canadiens, 
veteran Tanner Pearson took his seventh minor penalty of the season -- 
a lazy and obvious hook in the offensive zone -- and 12 seconds after 
that, Nick Suzuki's shot from distance went through Thatcher Demko’s 
pads to make it 1-0. 

Later in the period, Canucks leader J.T. Miller duffed whatever he was 
trying to do with the puck under moderate pressure, turning it over in the 
Vancouver slot to Kirby Dach, who bobbled it through Demko to make it 
3-0 at 12:23. 

Demko, the struggling starter whom Boudreau keeps rolling out, couldn’t 
come up with enough saves when it mattered and by the end of the 
Canadiens’ 5-2 win, had been outplayed yet again by the opposition 
goalie and was still stuck on one win for the season. Demko did not talk 
to reporters after the game. 

Canucks rookie Jack Rathbone, the talented defenceman a lot of fans 
want to see in the lineup more often, made critical mistakes with the puck 
on the final two Montreal goals. 

Sure, the Canucks pushed in the third period, outshooting the Canadiens 
15-5 and briefly cutting a 4-0 lead in half on goals by Luke Schenn and 
Nils Hoglander. But the mistakes the Canucks made -- the turnovers, 
defensive breakdowns and inept penalty killing -- are as unsurvivable in 
November as they were in October. 

This is the National Hockey League. 

'Those are killers': Canucks' Boudreau frustrated with mistakes by 
veteran players 
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The Canucks are 4-7-3 and most of their losses have looked the same. 
The order of the goals they surrender is different, but the means and 
volume are largely unchanged since the season began. The team has 
allowed at least four goals in 10 of 14 games, and fewer than three only 
once. 

This does not look like the performance of players who love their coach, 
even if the Canucks actually like Boudreau and want him to continue. Of 
course, why wouldn’t they like him? He keeps playing them, keeps 
supporting them. 

But while Rutherford’s criticism of structure, and the implications of those 
comments for the coaching staff, received most of the public’s attention 
on Monday, one of the most important and under-reported things he told 
Sportsnet 650 radio was this: “We're at a point now. . . where we have to 
make players more accountable. We'll have to take the necessary steps 
to get players' attention.” 

Because the losses, so far, don’t seem to have been enough. 

“All turnovers hurt,” Boudreau said after the game, “especially when they 
end up in the back of your net, whether it's J.T., whether it's Bo, Petey, all 
of them. You can't make that play (that Miller did in front of his net), but 
there was an awful lot of other plays that we shouldn't have made either.” 

Later, he added: “Those are frustrating. The giveaways, the not being 
able to handle the puck on a pass in the neutral zone, letting pucks 
bounce over your stick when you've got them, those are killers.” 

Always have been in hockey, always will be. 

The Canucks have been able to outscore their problems in three-quarters 
of their wins (since there have been only four, the arithmetic on this is 
easy). But there is something inherently wrong with a team that is tied for 
seventh in NHL scoring, has a 12-goal scorer in Bo Horvat, an 18-point 
scorer in Elias Pettersson and a point-per-game defenceman in Quinn 
Hughes – and still has won only four of 14 games. 

“All of us can be better,” Pettersson said Wednesday. “I can be better, I 
can pick guys up, I can be more vocal with things that I say. Everyone 
can be better at doing what they’re good at.” 

NHL Highlights: Canadiens 5, Canucks 2 
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There don’t seem to be enough guys good at defending. 

And yet, there were the Canucks halfway through the third period, having 
climbed back to 4-2, hitting two posts on one power play on shots by 
Miller and Hughes. 

“If I could bottle it up and find out, I'd be a rich man,” Boudreau said when 
asked about the extreme swings in performance during games. “No 
matter how you push it, you just never know which period is going to be 
good and which period is going to be bad. For this team to go anywhere, 
they've got to be consistent, and we haven't had a game yet where we've 
allowed less than three goals except for the Pittsburgh game. Unless you 
start defending, I mean, it's not going to happen.” 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Vancouver Canucks. Stream games all season 
long, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

On not pulling Demko for in-form backup Spencer Martin, Boudreau said: 
“I've got to keep him in there. He's got to fight through these things. Any 
of the good goaltenders that I've had, they want to stay in there, they 
want to find it. I thought at the beginning of the second he made a couple 
of good saves, and I thought it was going to be there. But then things still 
leak through.” 

On Rathbone: “I think he makes rookie mistakes. There are times he 
does. He wants to do great like every player out there. But sometimes 
you try too hard to be perfect and then the perfect thing doesn't happen.” 

On Pearson finishing with two O-zone penalties: “That's not good and 
that'll be addressed tonight and tomorrow. That should never happen to 
anybody, let alone a guy that's won two Cups and knows exactly what 
he's supposed to be doing.” 

We don’t know if Boudreau would have held Pearson accountable in the 
game. He left with an injury soon after serving his second penalty. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens take advantage of sloppy Canucks, continue 
progressing into 'good' team 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsNovember 10, 2022, 12:02 AM 

 

MONTREAL — The Vancouver Canucks gave, and gave, and gave 
some more, but at least the Montreal Canadiens took. 

Isn’t that one of the marks of a good team? 

We can’t say for sure that’s what the Canadiens project to be throughout 
this season — we’re pretty certain it’s anything but what they’re 
supposed to be — but it’s fair to say that’s what they’ve looked like 
through 14 games, with a 7-6-1 record to back it up. 

In their own division, they’ve accumulated as many points as the Tampa 
Bay Lightning, but rank behind them having played one more game, and 
they’re just two points behind the Florida Panthers and Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who have played the same number of games as Montreal. 

The results are one thing. The various ways they’ve been achieved is 
another. 

On many nights, the Canadiens’ top line has provided most of the scoring 
and their goaltenders have covered pucks — and all the blemishes — 
like Jake Allen did in a 3-2 shootout win over the Detroit Red Wings on 
Tuesday. 
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But on other nights, the team hasn’t needed its goaltender to be anything 
better than ordinary. 

Not to take away from Samuel Montembeault. The Canadiens’ backup 
made 31 saves and improved his record to 3-1-1 and his save 
percentage to .930 on Wednesday night with a 5-2 win over the 
Vancouver Canucks at the Bell Centre. 

But he didn’t need to be anything more than average against a Canucks 
team that all but gave away the game before the first 20 minutes were 
through. 

How great performance from Suzuki helped the Canadiens defeat the 
Canucks 
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It started with a needless hooking penalty from Tanner Pearson 200 feet 
away from his own net, giving the Canadiens a power play 43 seconds 
in. 

Jonathan Drouin drew Vancouver’s penalty killers his way and dished off 
to Nick Suzuki, who scored his team-leading ninth goal of the season just 
13 seconds into the man-advantage. 

Sean Monahan won an offensive-zone faceoff clean and some casual 
interference from Drouin gave Arber Xhekaj plenty of time to get a shot 
off from the blue line to put the Canadiens up 2-0 in the ninth minute of 
play. 

Less than four minutes later, Canucks forward J.T. Miller intercepted a 
Cole Caufield pass near his own blue line, backpedaled towards 
Canucks goaltender Thatcher Demko and put the puck right on Kirby 
Dach's stick to help the Canadiens go up 3-0. 

Vancouver turned the neutral zone into a welcome mat the Canadiens 
wiped their feet on. 

They said thanks and used their speed off the rush to establish 17 
controlled entries and dominate the period, essentially demoralizing the 
Canucks. 

“I think we played it smart,” said Canadiens defenceman Johnathan 
Kovacevic, who recorded his first NHL point when he dumped a puck up 
the boards and Canucks defenceman Jake Rathbone misplayed it to 
allow Mike Hoffman a 2-on-1 chance the forward buried to make it 4-0 
Canadiens 13:01 into the second period. 

“We weren’t extending ourselves too much, but we took advantage of our 
opportunities,” Kovacevic said, “and that’s what good teams do.” 

'It's been a ton of fun': Dach on chemistry with Canadiens top line 

Play Video 

Play 

Mute 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:59 

Loaded: 16.50% 

Captions 

Fullscreen 

It might be premature to refer to the Canadiens as one, but they are 
planting the seeds to become one as this season rolls along. 

It’s in the way they’ve competed — even in the losses — and in the way 
they’ve found different ways to unexpectedly win seven times. 

“Sometimes it’s our goalies, sometimes it’s our top guys, sometimes it’s 
the young Ds, so it’s nice that not every night that we have success it’s 
the same story,” Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said. “I feel like that’s 
probably the best part of playing a team sport is spreading the impact on 
the result. And I think we’re getting that.” 

And win or lose, the Canadiens are learning. 

“I think we’re making a lot of progress,” said Brendan Gallagher, the 32-
year-old, heart-and-soul winger who serves as a leader by example 
every time he steps on the ice. 

On this night, he made a galvanizing shot block on Tyler Myers when the 
Canadiens were up 2-0 and motivated his team to keep pressing to 
extend the lead. 

Right before Hoffman made it 4-0, Gallagher drew one of four Canadiens 
power plays in the second period by battling with both Demko and Oliver 
Ekman-Larsson. 

Canadiens' Gallagher scraps with Demko and Ekman-Larsson after 
crashing net 
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He was causing chaos, as he usually does, but also continuing to stoke 
the fire the Canadiens needed to play with to close the game out. 

They dipped a bit in the third when, as St. Louis pointed out, the 
Canucks, from down 4-0, naturally played with reckless abandon to put a 
couple of goals on the board. 

But the Canadiens responded with their smallest player — five-foot-
seven Caufield — taking a page out of Gallagher’s book and throwing 
himself into the six-foot-eight Myers to force a turnover Suzuki benefited 
from to set Dach up for his second goal of the game. 

Again, the Canucks gave that one final time, but the Canadiens took. 

And they grow from that. 

“I think we’re understanding a style of play that we have to bring every 
night,” said Gallagher. “I think guys are understanding their roles and 
how you can contribute. 

“But that said, it gets tougher and tougher. So, there’s going to be some 
more hard lessons that we have to learn. But I think so far the exciting 
thing is that when we get taught a little bit of a lesson, we learn from it 
and correct it pretty quickly.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Murray ready to attack next challenge as he 
returns to practice 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxNovember 9, 2022, 5:20 PM 

 

TORONTO — In a lengthy one-on-one Zoom conversation with his long-
serving goalie guru, Jon Elkin, Matt Murray once explained his secret to 
dealing with the violent emotional swings of hockey’s most critical 
position. 

Murray’s secret is there is no secret. 

Attempting to impose perfection on a job splattered with imperfections 
will only drive a man nuts. As a result, you’re better served accepting that 
pucks, games, health, trades, everything will not always fall in your 
favour. 

It’s the nature of the beast — and, boy, the beast can be vicious. 

“Ups and downs are just a fact. A fact of life. A fact of hockey. You’re 
going to have both,” Murray reasons in that uploaded video chat. 
“Looking at it that way, you can kinda separate yourself from it a bit. 
Maybe that takes the pressure off.” 

Through his tumultuous journey — a ride soaring to the stratosphere with 
a pair of Stanley Cup wins and plummeting to the depths of personal loss 
and a troublesome concussion history — Murray has trained his brain to 
focus on what is immediately in his eyesight. 

Each morning is a fresh slate. Do your best to attack it with a clear mind. 

The goal, Murray figures, is to be leave the rink better than when you 
arrived. Over time, that approach will compound good days and lead to 
positive results. 

“Listen. You’re nothing when you get to the rink, and you’re nothing when 
you leave the rink. It’s what you do in between that’s going to make you 
something,” Murray philosophizes. 

“Going through down times is just a part of life. For one, it makes you 
appreciate the good times.” 

Doubters are loaded with ammunition — how the heck can Murray’s body 
hold up for the Toronto Maple Leafs if he got injured after one start and 
one morning skate? — yet Murray has poured himself into this monthlong 
rehabilitation believing good times await on the horizon. 

Toronto’s third-string netminder, Erik Källgren, has held the fort 
admirably, securing five of six points against league powers over a hectic 
four-day run. 

Fifth-string emergency option — the hastily signed Keith Petruzzelli — 
has popped up as a compelling curiosity, considering he’s started more 
ECHL games than AHL ones. 

But with No. 1B option Ilya Samsonov still week-to-week with a knee 
injury, Murray’s return Wednesday to full-speed team practice is a 
welcome sight. 

“Felt really good. Excited to be back on the ice,” Murray told reporters 
following the session, his first since pulling an adductor muscle on Oct. 
15. 

“It’s an injury I’ve never had before. Kinda came out of nowhere. So, it 
was definitely disappointing and a little bit frustrating. But I tried not to sit 
with those (emotions) too long; those can be pretty useless. So, I turned 
my energy and my focus to the rehab.” 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Toronto Maple Leafs. Stream the most games at 
the lowest price, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game 
and Stanley Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you 
choose how much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

By all accounts, the 28-year-old’s recovery has been a smooth one. In 
fact, “a little bit ahead of the schedule,” per coach Sheldon Keefe. 

So encouraged have the Leafs medical and performance experts been 
that they targeted Saturday’s home tilt against the Vancouver Canucks 
as a reasonable return date — exactly four weeks, the original minimum, 
from the groin pull. 

A second practice day Thursday, and a positive response from Murray’s 
body afterward, might just delay Petruzzelli’s NHL dream. 

“We’re on track here. We’ve just got to make sure we’re smart about it, 
and that Matt’s feeling comfortable,” Keefe said. 

“He’s an important part of the team here, and we haven’t been able to 
have him around.” 

Why Erik Källgren has given the Maple Leafs stability and confidence | 
Kyper and Bourne 
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Murray himself doesn’t sound like a guy ready to jump the gun. 

As always, he’s putting in the work and sticking to his day-to-day 
methodology. 

Leaping ahead could leave him behind. 

Maple Leafs fans know this all too well having endured the Petr Mrazek 
experience in 2021-22. 

The player is going to play this smart, as should the organization. 

“We’ve got the best of the best staff here. They put us in a great spot to 
heal, and we do things properly here. So, moving forward, it shouldn’t be 
an issue,” Murray said. 

“Looking forward to getting back in there and contributing.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.10.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘A little more fuel to the fire’: Canucks earn much-needed 
victory in wake of criticism 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetNovember 9, 2022, 12:00 AM 

 

OTTAWA – When people criticize the Vancouver Canucks’ structure or 
their culture or their lineup, Bo Horvat takes it personally. Of course he 
does. He is their captain and longest-serving player. The Canucks are his 
team. 
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But when the criticism comes from the team president, well, Horvat 
admitted Tuesday, it stings a little more. 

“Especially being the captain, when you hear it's a bad culture, I take it 
personally,” he said, standing in his skates in the Canucks dressing 
room. “I go out there and try to play my hardest every single night. I think 
we have a lot of belief in this room, and I think we have a lot of good 
hockey players that can do the job and are capable of doing it. I take 
accountability on that. (This was) a little more fuel to the fire.” 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Vancouver Canucks. Stream games all season 
long, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

It should surprise no one that Horvat feels this way about things, 
including the criticism Monday on the radio from Canucks president Jim 
Rutherford, whose comments about coaches and players was part 
honest assessment, probably part button-pushing amid a desperately 
disappointing start to the National Hockey League season by his team. 

But it also shouldn’t surprise anyone, given what we’ve seen from Horvat 
over the last eight years, that he responded Tuesday by scoring twice in 
a 6-4 win against the Ottawa Senators that allowed the Canucks to take 
a breath before facing the Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday. 

While he waits for a new contract that may not come from the only NHL 
team he has played for, Horvat has 12 goals in 13 games. Only 
Edmonton’s Connor McDavid, the best player on the planet, has scored 
more. 

The victory actually substantiated some of Rutherford’s blunt 
observations about structure and systems play. Outshot 30-10 at one 
point, the Canucks were pretty awful for most of the game’s first half, 
offering giveaways like they were the Publishers Clearing House and, 
generally, failing to complete a pass or win a puck battle. Only goalie 
Spencer Martin’s brilliance had Vancouver close enough late in the 
second period for Ilya Mikheyev to tie it 2-2 at 13:50 by torching former 
Canuck defenceman Travis Hamonic. 

Canucks' Mikheyev drives to net and chips puck past Senators' Talbot 
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But from then on, the Canucks were better. And they were good in the 
third period when they outscored the struggling Senators 4-2, getting the 
first goals this season from Brock Boeser and Jack Studnicka and a 
stress-busting empty-netter from Elias Pettersson with 45 seconds 
remaining. 

These final 27 minutes proved something else: the players still care and 
they still work for head coach Bruce Boudreau. 

“I feel good that we got that win for him, that's for sure,” Horvat said. 
“Obviously, he's under a lot of stress, a lot of pressure, and when stuff 
like that comes out, he feels like he's got to do more. For me, he puts all 
the systems in place. We had a training camp and we know what we 
have to do out there; it's just a matter of us going out there and doing it. 

We kind of feel responsible for that, and to get a win for him tonight 
definitely feels great.” 

“We're doing this as a group here,” forward J.T. Miller said. “We're all 
sticking together, Bruce included. When we all feel good and play good 
for each other, good things are going to happen. That was a big third 
period just to get the win there. And obviously Marty played a hell of a 
game. Probably not a great 30 minutes (to start), but sometimes it feels 
good to kind of steal the game. And we played a hell of a third period. I 
think we feel good about the win at the end of the day.” 

As they say, there is a lot for the Canucks to clean up. The Senators 
have lost six straight games, yet dominated the Canucks for most of the 
first two periods and easily could have led by three or four goals going 
into the third. 

But as Vancouver defenceman Luke Schenn pointed out, the Canucks 
were equally dominant the first two periods on Saturday against the 
Nashville Predators but couldn’t get enough pucks past goalie Juuse 
Saros. The Canucks eventually blew another 3-0 lead and lost 4-3 in a 
shootout. 

They had no such trouble Tuesday against Ottawa goalie Cam Talbot. 

Somehow, the Canucks are 4-1-1 in their last six games despite 
surrendering 22 goals. 

“Marty played great for us and kept us in it and made some great saves 
just like Saros did,” Schenn said. “We've got to enjoy the wins and build 
on it. Obviously, the penalty killing needs to get better and we need to 
keep pucks out of our net. But you've got enjoy winning because it's 
hard.” 

Boudreau said after the morning skate that he tries to keep “noise” out of 
the dressing room, but there was no barricading Rutherford’s criticism 
from players. 

'We take a lot of pride in what we do': Horvat on Canucks' win in midst of 
adversity 
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“It's tough to keep noise out of the room when it's on social media and it's 
everywhere and, obviously, when you guys bring it into the room,” Horvat 
said. “I mean, it is what it is, right? But I think we did a great job of 
blocking it out tonight (during the game), and maybe fueling us a little bit 
going out there and getting a win.” 

“Our control is what happens inside the room and how we play,” Schenn 
said. “We don't make decisions; we're not paid to do that. We realize 
we've got better hockey in us to play. What is there, 69 games left? 
We've got a ways to go for sure.” 

Martin finished with 37 saves and is now 6-0-4 since the Canucks offered 
him a pathway back to the NHL last season after nearly seven years in 
the minors. 

After Pettersson’s clincher in the final minute, when half of the few 
thousand Senators fans had vacated their rink, those in Ottawa cheering 
for the Canucks started a hearty chorus of “Bruce, there it is!” for 
Boudreau. 

The coach couldn’t have been sure he’d hear that again. 
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“I know the character of those guys,” Boudreau said of his players. “They 
want to win. Like, any human being doesn't like anything negative said 
about them. So, I mean, they wanted to come up there and win this one. 
And they did.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Bruins' Montgomery on Charlie McAvoy: 'He'll be playing 
within a week' 

 

Jori Negin-ShecterNovember 9, 2022, 1:55 PM 

 

The Boston Bruins are on the precipice of getting their number one 
defenceman back. 

Charlie McAvoy, who has been on long term injured reserve to begin the 
season following offseason shoulder surgery, could be ready for game 
action within the next few days, according to head coach Jim 
Montgomery. 

While unwilling to speak on if he would draw into the Bruins' lineup 
Thursday night against the Calgary Flames, Montgomery sounded 
optimistic about the progress McAvoy has made. 

“McAvoy is checking a lot of boxes. He's getting close,” Montgomery told 
reporters on Wednesday. “He'll be playing within a week, I think.” 

The Bruins blueliner, who also spoke with the media after practice on 
Wednesday, was similarly evasive on his status for Thursday night, but 
said that his return would be in short order. 

“Internally feeling good about where we are — and those are 
conversations that we have,” McAvoy said. “As far as check marks and 
things like that, (let's) just say, we feel really good so getting excited.” 

Despite McAvoy’s absence, alongside other major injuries, the Bruins 
have gotten off to a flying start to their season. Their 11-2-0 record has 
them pacing the Atlantic Division, and second league-wide behind the 
Vegas Golden Knights. 

“We talked about how we had to be sharp from the get-go,” Bruins winger 
David Pastrnak said on Tuesday. “We were, so obviously (we’ve) built 
confidence as the team is winning.” 
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USA TODAY / Actor Ryan Reynolds expresses interest in buying NHL's 
Ottawa Senators 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Since the NHL's Ottawa Senators went up for sale on Friday, names 
have been floated about as potential buyers, including Canadian-born 
actor Ryan Reynolds. 

He confirmed on "The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon" that the 
interest is genuine. 

"It's very expensive, so I need a partner with very deep pockets," said the 
star of the "Deadpool" movies, "Green Lantern" and "The Proposal." 

"It's called a consortium when you form a group together to buy an entity, 
and it's such a fancy way of saying I need a sugar mommy or a sugar 

daddy. And if that doesn't work out, I'll buy a U.S. Senator, which anyone 
can afford." 

Longtime Senators owner Eugene Melnyk died in March at age 62. The 
team said Friday that a condition of the sale is that the team would have 
to stay in the Ottawa area. Sportico has listed the Senators as being 
worth $655 million. 

Reynolds and actor Rob McElhenney bought the Welsh soccer team 
Wrexham AFC in 2021. 

Reynolds grew up in Vancouver, but also spent time in the Ottawa area, 
he told Fallon. 

Reynolds attended a Senators game on Tuesday and received a big 
ovation when introduced to the crowd. 

"He’s got interest in the team and I think it would be great for the 
community,” Senators captain Brady Tkachuk said, according to The 
Athletic. “You can see the fans really enjoyed it too. So to have 
somebody like him kind of have interest in us, it’s pretty cool to see.” 
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USA TODAY / Bullying victim Isaiah Meyer-Crothers releases statement 
on former Bruins signee Mitchell Miller 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

Isaiah Meyer-Crothers has released a statement discussing the extent of 
the bullying by former Boston Bruins signee Mitchell Miller and saying 
that the hockey player's apology was done over social media. 

Miller, now 20, had admitted in an Ohio juvenile court in 2016 to bullying 
Meyer-Crothers, a Black classmate with developmental disabilities. 
According to a 2020 article by the Arizona Republic, Meyer-Crothers was 
tricked into licking a candy push pop that Miller and another boy had 
wiped in a bathroom urinal.  

But Meyer-Crothers said the bullying went beyond that incident. 

"Mitchell used to ask me to sit with him on the bus and then he and his 
friends would punch me in the head," he said in a statement released 
through the Hockey Diversity Alliance. "This happened all the time in 
school." 

Meyer-Crothers also said Mitchell used racial slurs around him. 

The Bruins didn't contact Meyers-Crothers or his family before signing 
Miller. They signed him to an entry-level contract because they believed 
the incident at 14 was an isolated one and he had taken meaningful 
efforts to reform himself. After learning "new information," the team cut 
ties with Miller on Sunday. 

Bruins president Cam Neely said the team "failed" in its vetting process 
and would conduct an internal review. According to The Athletic, Neely 
spoke with Meyer-Crothers' mother, Joni, on Tuesday and offered 
counseling services for her son. 

Bruins general manager Don Sweeney said Miller had apologized, but 
Meyer-Crothers said the apology came through social media. 

"Middle of October, I was being texted constantly everyday till I answered 
a Snapchat and IG message from Mitchell Miller. He asked me why I 
always have my parents doing stuff for me and why can’t I speak for 
myself," Meyer-Crothers said in the statement. 

Soccer owner championed women's game. Now, he's pressured to sell 
teams. 
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College football boosters help propel 'arms race' for coaches. It's out of 
control. 

"I told him I don’t care what my parents say I’m old enough to speak for 
myself. He told me he was sorry and (that the apology) didn’t involve 
hockey. 

"He told he was doing stuff in the community and helping the youth and 
wanted to be my friend. 

"I told him, ‘That’s all cool but where is the proof though?’ 

"He didn’t give me any (proof). All the lies I've been told from him, I didn't 
believe that." 

Miller's agent, Eustace King, told the "Cam & Strick Podcast" on Monday 
that the two had been in contact and had been making plans to meet in 
person. He also said Miller had been involved in community programs. 

Meyer-Crothers added in his statement that he has been receiving 
hateful messages on social media since the Mitchell news. 
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