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Takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 7-2 win over the Edmonton Oilers

By Chip Alexander 
 
The last thing the Carolina Hurricanes wanted was a 
worrisome three-game losing streak heading out to Colorado 
to face the Avalanche, last season’s Stanley Cup champions.  
The Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov would have none of that, 
putting on a show, scoring three times for his second hat 
trick of the season against the Edmonton Oilers to spur a 7-2 
victory. Svechnikov’s third goal, late in the third period, was 
the 100th of his career and had the hats flying onto the PNC 
Arena ice.  
 
Brent Burns, Jordan Staal, Jordan Martinook and Jesper 
Fast each scored and goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, in his first 
NHL start of the season, had 20 saves for the Canes (9-4-1), 
who rebounded after losses to Toronto and Florida. 
“It was special for sure to be at home and score my 100th 
goal here,” Svechnikov said. “It was a couple of tough games 
for us, but we bounced back and played hard.” 
The Oilers’ Connor McDavid, the NHL’s leading scorer, did 
some Connor McDavid things with his speed and displayed 
his special skill and puckhandling wizardry in scoring in the 
third period. Zach Hyman had a power-play goal in the 
second for the Oilers, who played without injured forward 
Evander Kane. 
 
Quick Takeaways From the Game: 
▪ Some call Kochetkov “Koochie” and there were some “K-
ooooch” cheers Thursday from Canes fans. He denied Dylan 
Holloway on a penalty shot at 9:19 of the first -- “The turning 
point of the game and the momentum flipped,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said -- and then pushed out of the crease 
to poke away the puck and stymie a breakaway by Hyman in 
the second. 
“A special play,” Svechnikov called the stop on Hyman. “It 
gives you more confidence and you want to play for him, 
especially his first game this season. It was awesome for 
sure.” 
Is he unorthodox? Kochetkov can be and he was in one early 
sequence when he was flopping about the crease. But the 
goalie has one job: stop the puck. He did. 
▪ Most Eastern teams are happy having to face the Oilers’ 
McDavid just twice each season. The Oilers should feel the 

same about Svechnikov, who had his first regular-season hat 
trick in the Oct. 20 game in Edmonton. 
Svechnikov’s second goal Thursday was a near replay of 
one of his goals in Edmonton, No. 37 unloading a shot from 
the top of the crease that the goalie had no chance of 
stopping. His third, which had hats flying, came on a short 
backhander in tight. 
“He’s been good for us all year and we need it,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s been leading the charge.” 
 
▪ McDavid? No 97 can fly and did it a few times, gliding down 
the slot and beating Kochetkov with a wicked backhander in 
the third for his 15th goal of the season. But he often ran into 
D-man Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei waiting for him and the 
end of the runway. 
 
▪ It can be deflating allowing a goal in the final moments of a 
period, and the Oilers did it twice Thursday. Svechnikov’s 
first goal came with 20 seconds left in the first period, and 
Staal’s nasty backhander just beat the horn to end the 
second period for a 4-1 lead. 
 
▪ Where’s Freddie and how long will he be out? Good 
question. Goalie Frederik Andersen, who left practice early 
Tuesday, “tweaked something” according to Brind’Amour 
and has a lower-body injury that resulted in Kochetkov’s 
recall from Chicago. Brind’Amour didn’t call it a day-to-day 
injury, nor did he call it a week-to-week issue. So it’s 
anyone’s guess for now. 
 
▪ After the Canes were shut out Wednesday by Florida, 
Brind’Amour said he would juggle the lines. He had 
Sebastian Aho centering Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen 
and Jesperi Kotkaniemi at center with Seth Jarvis and Martin 
Necas against the Oilers. Rookie Jack Drury, called up this 
week from Chicago, stayed in the lineup and centered Paul 
Stastny and Stefan Noesen. 
The Staal line stayed the same, Staal centering Martinook 
and Jesper Fast, and all three scored. Martinook’s goal was 
all effort, the winger reaching up and batting the puck in after 
falling to the ice for his third of the season. 
“He’s been solid all year, really effective,” Brind’Amour said 
of Martinook. “It’s good to see him get rewarded.”
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Svechnikov, Kochetkov lead Hurricanes to rout of Oilers 
By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Some long-held keys to winning in the NHL 
include getting timely goaltending and scoring at the end of 
periods. And certainly having someone get a hat trick. 

Carolina rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, making his first 
NHL start of the season, stopped a shorthanded breakaway 
and penalty shot in the game’s first 10 minutes, Andrei 
Svechnikov got his second hat trick of the season against the 
Oilers, and the Hurricanes scored late goals in both the first 
and second periods to beat Edmonton 7-2 in front of 18,118 
Thursday at PNC Arena. 

The high-scoring win came a day after the team was shut out 
in Florida, and it ended a two-game losing streak in which 
Carolina totaled just one goal. 

“I think we needed a response,” said Hurricanes forward 
Jesper Fast, who had his second goal of the season. “We 
had two games in a row that we lost, so we wanted to have a 
good game today and bounce back and get back on the 
winning track. I felt we deserved to win today.” 

Kochetkov, starting the back end of consecutive games, got 
the nod after being recalled two days earlier when Frederik 
Andersen didn’t make the trip to Florida for Wednesday’s 
game against the Panthers. He improved to 4-0-0 in his 
career in the regular season — and did so in style. 

With Carolina on a power play just three minutes into the 
game, Kochetkov (20 saves) was up to the challenge early 
when he stopped Ryan Nugent-Hopkins on a shorthanded 
breakaway. 

Then Edmonton’s Dylan Holloway was awarded a penalty 
shot at 9:19 of the game, but Kochetkov denied the fellow 
rookie his first career NHL goal. 

“I really liked Koochie’s game,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
of the team’s 23-year-old goalie. “He came in in a tough spot 
against a high-powered team, and he made some huge 
saves there. So that’s the difference in the game for me. He 
kept us in it early and then we just kind of settled in.” 

It took until the end of the period, but Carolina got the game’s 
first goal — one of two end-of-period tallies that helped the 

Hurricanes keep momentum. The initial goal started with a 
big play in the defensive end. 

Defenseman Brett Pesce denied Connor McDavid a sure 
goal at the net that the Oilers captain eventually shot off the 
post. The Hurricanes then went the other way and Teuvo 
Teravainen separated McDavid from the puck along the 
boards and flipped a short pass to Svechnikov. Svechnikov’s 
attempted pass to Sebastian Aho glanced off Edmonton 
defenseman Tyson Barrie’s stick and went in for a 1-0 lead. 

Then with the Hurricanes up 3-1 in the final seconds of 
period two, Jaccob Slavin forced a neutral zone turnover. On 
a counterattack with the clock running down, Jordan 
Martinook feathered a pass to Jordan Staal, who quickly 
elevated a backhand that snuck past Oilers goalie Jack 
Campbell (25 saves) with one second left in the middle frame 
to extend Carolina’s lead to three. 

“That’s a huge one at the end of the period,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Everybody’s saying, ‘We’re in good shape,’ and now 
we’re in great shape going into the third. The big moments 
kind of went our way tonight.” 

A dazzling goal by McDavid at 7:26 of the third gave 
Edmonton hope, but the Hurricanes responded with three 
goals in the game’s final 5½ minutes. 

First, Martinook scored a highlight-reel goal of his own, 
tipping a point shot, then sweeping the rebound at the net 
while falling down before chopping at it again to flutter it over 
Campbell. 

“I just hit it,” Martinook said of his third goal of the season. “I 
was just trying to keep it there. I wish I had that athletic 
ability. But hey, it worked and I’ll take it.” 

Svechnikov — who scored his second goal of the night on a 
long-distance wrist shot in the second period — capped off 
his hat trick by flipping a backhand over a down-and-out 
Campbell and past Edmonton’s Devin Shore for his 11th goal 
of the season and the 100th of his career. 

“It’s special for sure to be at home and score my hundredth 
goal here,” Svechnikov said. 
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Lastly, Jesper Fast delivered the final haunting of Campbell’s 
nightmare evening, knocking down the goalie’s clearing 
attempt and firing the puck into the vacant net at 17:42. 

Three Hurricanes — Aho, Teravainen and Martin Necas — 
finished with two assists. The line of Staal, Martinook and 
Fast was credited with 11 scoring chances, and the trio 
combined for three goals and five points. 

“We deserved that,” Fast said of his line’s success. “We’ve 
been working hard the last couple games, been hard on the 
puck, but it hasn’t really gone our way with the bounces. It 
was a good feeling for us to get a little production there.” 

Notes: Teravainen did not play following Brent Burns’ power 
play goal at 5:58 of the second period, picking up an assist 
on the play but then missing the remainder of the game with 
an upper-body injury. Brind’Amour said Teravainen pulled 
himself from the game and would be checked out Friday. … 
Svechnikov’s 11 goals rank third in the NHL behind McDavid, 
whose goal was his 15th of the year, and Vancouver’s Bo 
Horvat (12). … Necas is tied for seventh in the league in 
scoring with 19 points, and Svechnikov and Aho are tied for 
15th with 17. McDavid again leads with 31, followed by 
teammate Leon Draisaitl (one assist Thursday) with 27. … 
Carolina improved to 9-4-1 on the season, while Edmonton 
fell to 8-7-0. 

 

Hurricanes shut out by Knight, Panthers 
By Cory Lavalette 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Spencer Knight made 40 saves in his first 
shutout of the season and the third of his career, leading the 
Florida Panthers to a 3-0 victory over the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Wednesday night. 

Nick Cousins, Aleksander Barkov and Sam Bennett scored 
for Florida, which handed Carolina its second straight loss 
following a four-game winning streak. 

The Panthers, opening a their five-game homestand with the 
victory, are 5-0 this season at home. They have won two in a 
row. 

The game was played as Broward County was under a 
hurricane watch due to the approaching Hurricane Nicole. 

Cousins gave Florida its lead at 9:21 of the first period. With 
the 21-year-old Knight (5-1-0) stopping every shot he faced, 
Cousin’s goal proved to be enough. 

“I thought he got stronger as the game went on and he was 
required to be,” Florida coach Paul Maurice said of Knight. 
“That’s a good sign for any goaltender, (especially) a young 
man to be able to build his game like that.” 

Barkov, the Panthers’ captain, gave Florida a cushion when 
he scored on a give-and-go from Carter Verhaeghe on the 
team’s fourth power-play opportunity midway through the 
third. 

Bennett scored into an empty net in the final seconds. 

“Most of the time, we played exactly the way we wanted,” 
Barkov said. “I think it helps us knowing this team is going to 
push the whole game. We had to be on our toes for the 
whole 60 minutes. We had a good goalie in the net, played 
good defensively and had some offense. I thought it was 
pretty solid.” 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta (3-1-1) made 33 saves in the 
loss. 

The Hurricanes were 0-3 on the power play with majority of 
their time coming in the third period while down a goal. 
Carolina’s first chance with the man advantage came on a 
Brandon Montour penalty with 24.5 seconds remaining in the 
second period. 

“Their goalie made some good saves and it was a tough 
game,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I did not like 
our first period, we got behind and slowly kind of got back 
into it. We had plenty of opportunity, but it has been tough 
sledding when it comes to scoring. We have one goal in two 
games and that was off the back of a goalie. It magnifies 
everything when you’re not scoring. I didn’t love the game. 
We had too many guys who were not a factor.” 

Eric Staal played his first NHL game in a 3-1 loss to the 
Panthers in Sunrise on Oct. 9, 2003. 

Wednesday marked his 1,300th regular-season game, and 
Staal — now a member of the Panthers — was able to 
celebrate the milestone on the ice with two of his brothers: 
Florida defenseman Marc, and Carolina captain Jordan. 

“There’s a sense of good hockey karma here,” said Maurice, 
who was Eric’s first NHL coach with the Hurricanes. “They 
deserve that.” 

Eric Staal is the 54th player to reach 1,300 games in NHL 
history and is the active leader in games played. 

Carolina had center Paul Stastny and defenseman Calvin de 
Haan as healthy scratches, with goalie Frederik Anderson 
out after leaving practice early Tuesday with an undisclosed 
injury. 

The Hurricanes host Edmonton on Thursday night.
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Recap: Svechnikov Records Hat Trick, Canes Win Kochetkov’s Season Debut 
 
#37 gets 100th career NHL goal en route to second three-
goal performance against Edmonton this season 
 
By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Forward Andrei Svechnikov produced his 
second hat trick of the season Thursday night as the 
Carolina Hurricanes took down the Edmonton Oilers by a 
score of 7-2. 
 
The Three Big Things 
Svech... He Did It Again 
 
Three weeks ago to the day the Canes and Oilers met for the 
first time this season. Edmonton came out on top in the 
contest 6-4, but Andrei Svechnikov recorded the first regular 
season hat trick of his NHL career. 
 
Tonight he did it again. 
 
In the first period an attempted pass to Sebastian Aho 
deflected off of the stick of Oilers defender Tyson Barrie and 
past Jack Campbell to start the night's scoring. 
 
During the second period he put his elite-level shot on 
display, beating Jack Campbell to the glove-side, eerily 
similar to one of his goals during the contest in Alberta. 
 
Then, to close out the night, he jammed and jammed away, 
stuffing home his third goal of the night and also the 100th of 
his NHL career. 
 
A Sensational Season Debut For Koochie 
 
With Frederik Andersen injured and Antti Raanta having 
started Wednesday night in Florida, the services of Pyotr 
Kochetkov were needed against one of the most dynamic 
teams in the league. 
 
Thrown into the fire right away, Kochetkov was faced with a 
first period penalty shot. One-on-one against Dylan 
Holloway, Kochetkov earned the decision after the Oilers 
rookie lost a handle on the puck. 
 
#52 held the contest scoreless until Svechnikov was able to 
get the Canes on the board and then during the second 
period the up-and-comer displayed his wild aggression with 
one of the goaltending highlights of the year. 
 

It would take a man advantage situation for Edmonton to be 
able to beat the 23-year-old in the second period and in the 
third the best player in the world used a remarkable 
individual effort to get his team's second of the night, but that 
was the entirety of what got behind him on the night. 
 
In total he finished with 20 saves to advance to 4-0 in his 
NHL regular season career. 
 
The Grass Turned Out To Be Greener 
 
Rod Brind'Amour and the team's coaching staff deserve a 
great deal of credit for tonight's seven-goal explosion, 
shuffling their deck after being held without a goal on 
Wednesday. 
 
The only line of the four that remained in tact for the two 
games was the trio of Jordan Martinook, Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast - all of whom wound up scoring in tonight's 
affair. 
 
Svechnikov's historic night came skating alongside 
Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, both of whom had 
multi-point nights of their own. Martin Necas' hot hands 
skated with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Seth Jarvis, and Paul 
Stastny reentered the lineup in place of Derek Stepan to 
round out the lineup. 
 
On the blue line Calvin de Haan led all defenseman with 
three shots on goal, picking up an assist as he too slotted 
back in the lineup in place of Dylan Coghlan. 
 
They Said It 
 
Andrei Svechnikov reflecting on his milestone and the win... 
 
"It's special to be at home and to score my 100 goals here. 
It's just been amazing. It was a tough couple of games for us 
and we bounced back. We played hard today." 
 
 
Rod Brind'Amour on the performance of Pyotr Kochetkov, 
post-game... 
 
"I really liked Koochie's game.  He came in in a tough spot 
against a high-powered team and he made some huge 
saves. That's the difference in the game for me." 
 
Jesper Fast sharing how nice it was to get a win tonight after 
the team's difficult week thus far... 
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"I mean, we needed a response [after last night]. We had two 
games in a row that we lost, so we wanted to have a good 
game today and get back on the winning track. I felt that we 
deserved that win." 
 
Bonus Notes 
 
▪  Andrei Svechnikov joined Sami Kapanen (1997-98) as the 
second player in franchise history to score two hat tricks 
against a single opponent in a season. Kapanen's also came 
against Edmonton. 
▪  Svechnikov is one of two NHL players since 2018-19 to 
score two hat tricks in his team's opening 14 games of a 
season. The other is Connor McDavid (EDM), who has also 
accomplished the feat this season. 

▪  Sebastian Aho tallied two assists tonight, marking his 
fourth multi-point game and third multi-assist game in 2022-
23. He now has 22 points in 12 career games against the 
Oilers. 
▪  Teuvo Teravainen left tonight's game during the second 
period with an upper-body injury and did not return. Rod 
Brind'Amour said post-game that he would be evaluated 
Friday. 
▪  Carolina moves to 9-4-1 on the season. 
  
What's Next? 
 
The team is scheduled to practice Friday before traveling to 
Denver to take on the Avalanche Saturday night at 9 p.m. 
EST. 

  

 
 

 

Svechnikov gets hat trick, powers Hurricanes past Oilers 

Forward scores 100th NHL goal; McDavid, Draisaitl both 
extend point streaks for Edmonton 
 
By Kurt Dusterberg 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. -- Andrei Svechnikov completed a hat trick 
with his 100th NHL goal to lift the Carolina Hurricanes to a 7-
2 win against the Edmonton Oilers at PNC Arena on 
Thursday. 
 
Svechnikov scored his third goal at 15:49 of the third period 
when he followed his shot at the left post by lifting a 
backhand under the crossbar to make it 6-2. 
 
"It's special for sure to be at home and score my 100th goal," 
Svechnikov said. "It's been amazing." 
 
The 22-year-old forward also had a hat trick against the 
Oilers in a 6-4 loss on Oct. 20. 
 
Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast each had a goal and an 
assist, and Brent Burns and Jordan Staal scored for the 
Hurricanes (9-4-1). Pyotr Kochetkov made 20 saves in his 
season debut after being recalled from Chicago of the 
American Hockey League on Tuesday. 
 
"I really liked [Kochetkov's] game," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "He came in in a tough spot against a 
high-powered team and he made some huge saves. That's 

the difference in the game there early and we kind of settled 
in." 
 
Martin Necas, Teuvo Teravainen and Sebastian Aho each 
had two assists for the Hurricanes. 
 
Connor McDavid extended his point streak to nine games 
with a goal and an assist for Edmonton (8-7-0), which has 
lost four of its past five games. Leon Draisaitl had an assist 
to extend his point streak to 10 games, and Jack Campbell 
made 25 saves. 
 
"This league is too hard to recover from self-inflicted wounds 
and I thought tonight there were a lot of self-inflicted wounds, 
pucks that were on our tape that we didn't guarantee behind 
the other team's defense that ended up coming back and 
biting us," Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said. 
 
The Hurricanes took a 1-0 lead with 20 seconds remaining in 
the first when Oilers defenseman Tyson Barrie dove to block 
Svechnikov's pass across the net front, but tipped the puck 
in off the left post. 
 
Dylan Holloway was awarded a penalty shot for Edmonton at 
9:27, but his backhand attempt rolled off his stick and wide of 
the right post. 
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Burns extended the lead to 2-0 with a power-play goal at 
5:58 off the second. Necas made a hard pass from the right 
face-off circle to Burns for a one-timer in the left circle. 
 
Edmonton answered with a power-play goal to cut it to 2-1 at 
7:25. Kochetkov made a right-pad save on Draisaitl at the 
top of the crease, but the rebound went in off Zach Hyman. 
 
Svechnikov made it 3-1 at 10:24 on a wrist shot from the 
high slot off Campbell's glove. 
 
Kochetkov made a key play at 15:57 when he sprawled on 
the ice for a poke check that stopped Hyman on a 
breakaway. 
 
"The breakaway one where he went full Spider Man, that 
was cool" Martinook said. "He played great. We know what 
he is. He just competes. That's something you want out of 
your goalie." 
 
The poke check provided an emotional spark for Carolina, 
which lost 3-0 at the Florida Panthers on Wednesday. 
 
"It was a special play by 'Kotchie,'" Svechnikov said. "I feel 
like he gives you more confidence and you want to play for 
him as well, especially since that was his first game this 
season." 
 

Staal scored on the backhand to make it 4-1 with one second 
left in the second. 
 
"I thought we got off to a good start, but giving up late-period 
goals hurts," McDavid said. "We gave up one in the first, we 
gave up one in the second, and playing catch-up against a 
team like this is not easy. It takes a lot of energy to play 
catch-up. Obviously it's not easy on anyone and we have to 
do a better job of not letting that happen." 
 
McDavid made it 4-2 at 7:26 of the third, curling at the top of 
the right circle and driving the net for a backhand score over 
Kochetkov's glove. 
 
Martinook batted the puck out of the air twice while on his 
back before the puck fluttered over Campbell to make it 5-2 
at 14:27. 
 
Fast scored at 17:42 on an errant clearing pass by Campbell 
following Svechnikov's third goal for the 7-2 final. 
 
NOTES: Draisaitl has 19 points (seven goals, 12 assists) in 
his 10-game point streak, and McDavid has 21 points (10 
goals, 11 assists) in his nine-game streak. … Teravainen left 
the game with an undisclosed injury in the second period; 
Brind'Amour said he will be reevaluated Friday. … 
Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen missed his second 
game with a lower-body injury. 

 

 
 

Svechnikov’s hat trick carries Hurricanes past Oilers 7-2 

By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Andrei Svechnikov scored three 
goals and the Carolina Hurricanes, with goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov making his season debut, beat the high-powered 
Edmonton Oilers 7-2 on Thursday night. 
 
Svechnikov’s other hat trick this season also came against 
Edmonton. His third goal this time came with 4:11 remaining, 
giving him 100 goals in 297 career games. 
 
“It’s special for sure to be at home and score my 100 goals 
here,” he said. “It has been amazing.” 
 
Brent Burns, Jordan Staal, Jordan Martinook and Jesper 
Fast also scored for the Hurricanes, who snapped a two-
game skid and forged a season split with Edmonton. Teuvo 
Teravainen and Martin Necas each had two assists. 
 
Connor McDavid had a goal and an assist and Zach Hyman 
scored for the Oilers, who lost for the fourth time in five 
games. 
 

Kochetkov made 20 saves. 
 
“He came in a tough spot, a high-powered team,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He made some huge saves 
there. That’s the difference in the game for me.” 
 
Svechnikov continued his early success with 11 goals in 14 
games. He’s the first Carolina player in seven years with 
multiple hat tricks in the same season. It was timely after the 
Hurricanes were shut out a night earlier at Florida. 
 
“He has been good all year,” Brind’Amour said. “We need it. 
We have some key guys that aren’t in our lineup who score 
goals. So we’re counting on everyone else to chip in and he 
has been leading the charge.” 
 
Oilers goalie Jack Campbell stopped 25 shots. 
 
Edmonton has given up five or more goals in three of its last 
four games, though this was the most allowed this season. 
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“This league is too hard to recover from self-inflicted wounds 
and I thought there were a lot of self-inflicted wounds,” coach 
Jay Woodcroft said. 
 
Svechnikov’s first goal of the night came when his shot from 
the right side bounced in off the far post with 20 seconds to 
play in the first period. 
 
Burns was set up by Martin Necas’ pass on the power play at 
5:58 of the second period to give Carolina a 2-0 lead. 
 
Hyman put the Oilers on the board with a second-period 
power-play goal. 
 
Svechnikov’s second goal came off a pass from Necas. The 
puck skipped off Campbell’s glove, giving the Carolina right 
winger his third multi-goal game of the season. 
 
Staal’s goal came on a power play in the final second of the 
second period. 
 
McDavid’s 15th goal of the season came at 7:26 of the third. 
 
Before any of the goals, Kochetkov stopped Dylan 
Holloway’s attempt on a penalty shot before the midway 
mark of the first period. 
 
Kochetknov also foiled Hyman’s second-second period 
short-handed breakaway. 

 
Kochetkov was playing his first game of the season because 
Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen is out with a lower-body 
injury. 
 
Last season, Kochetkov played in three regular-season 
games (going 3-0-0) and four playoff games for Carolina, 
marking his only previous NHL action. 
 
“He played great for us last year,” Martinook said. “We know 
what he is.” 
 
RAISING KANE 
 
With forward Evander Kane out for three to four months after 
a scary wrist cut from a skate blade Tuesday at Tampa Bay, 
the Oilers called up Mattias Janmark and Klim Kostin from 
Bakersfield of the AHL. Janmark made his season debut, 
while Kostin was a scratch. 
 
Kane is expected to reunite with the Oilers on Friday in 
Miami and return home with the team as its four-game trip 
concludes Saturday. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Oilers: At Florida on Saturday. 
 
Hurricanes: At Colorado on Saturday.

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, points pace vs. expectation 

By Greg Wyshynski 
 
After a month of the 2022-23 NHL season, some teams are 
clearly surpassing preseason expectations while others have 
stumbled badly at the start. 
 
In this week's power rankings, we take a look at the 
preseason point total over/unders established by Caesars 
Sportsbook, and how far teams are beyond or below that 
mark based on their point projections. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the previous 
edition, published Nov. 4. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 

 
1. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Preseason O/U: 97 
Points pace: 142 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Nov. 12), vs. SJ (Nov. 15), vs. 
ARI (Nov. 17) 
 
Coach Bruce Cassidy has the Golden Knights exceeding 
their preseason over/under by the greatest number of points, 
thanks to a defense that's the best in the NHL in front of 
steadier-than-expected goaltending. 
 
2. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Preseason O/U: 97 
Points pace: 141 
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Next seven days: @ BUF (Nov. 12), vs. VAN (Nov. 13), vs. 
PHI (Nov. 17) 
 
While the rest of the NHL was wondering if their 
championship window was still open, the Bruins started the 
season by taking a wrecking ball, knocking down the entire 
wall and saying, "Here's your window." And they did it 
without Charlie McAvoy, who returned to the ice this week. 
 
3. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Preseason O/U: 89.5 
Points pace: 129 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Nov. 12), @ MTL (Nov. 15), @ 
TOR (Nov. 17) 
 
The Devils' current pace would more than double their 
standings point total from last season (63). Amazing what a 
healthy core and some occasional saves can do. 
 
4. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Preseason O/U: 93.5 
Points pace: 107 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Nov. 11), @ PHI (Nov. 13), @ TB 
(Nov. 15), @ FLA (Nov. 17) 
 
The Pete DeBoer Effect is in full swing in Dallas, as the 
veteran coach averages a 103.5-point pace in his first 
season coaching teams. The Stars are slightly ahead of that 
at the start. 
 
5. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Preseason O/U: 103.5 
Points pace: 111 
Next seven days: @ COL (Nov. 12), @ CHI (Nov. 14), vs. 
COL (Nov. 17) 
 
The Canes' formula remains the same, as they're getting 
nearly 62% of the shot attempts at 5-on-5 through 13 games. 
They're a little ahead of their points projection -- and their 
special teams haven't jelled quite yet. 
 
6. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Preseason O/U: 88.5 
Points pace: 116 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Nov. 12), @ SEA (Nov. 13), vs. 
ANA (Nov. 17) 
 
New head coach Rick Bowness is getting results with the 
Jets, who have seen a dramatic turnaround defensively year 
over year. 
 
7. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Preseason O/U: 90.5 

Points pace: 98 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Nov. 12), @ OTT (Nov. 14), @ 
NSH (Nov. 17) 
 
The Islanders' goals-against average ranks in the top 10 
thanks to the brilliant Ilya Sorokin, but their uptick in goal 
scoring year over year has put them on pace to exceed 
preseason expectations. 
 
8. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Preseason O/U: 79.5 
Points pace: 105 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Nov. 11), vs. WPG (Nov. 13), vs. 
NYR (Nov. 17) 
 
The Kraken infamously missed their preseasons point 
projections in their inaugural season, which were inflated 
based on the Golden Knights' expansion success. 
Expectations were adjusted accordingly for Year 2 -- and the 
Kraken are currently shattering them to challenge for the 
division lead. 
 
9. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Preseason O/U: 112.5 
Points pace: 103 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Nov. 12), vs. STL (Nov. 14), @ 
CAR (Nov. 17) 
 
The Avs' big-name players are rolling -- minus the injured 
Gabriel Landeskog -- but their supporting cast hasn't quite 
met the challenge of reaching their preseason point 
projection. 
 
10. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Preseason O/U: 106.5 
Points pace: 100 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Nov. 12), vs. WSH (Nov. 15), vs. 
DAL (Nov. 17) 
 
There was little chance the Panthers were going to replicate 
their 122-point juggernaut from last season, but some recent 
success has them back on a 100-point pace. 
 
11. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Preseason O/U: 103.5 
Points pace: 95 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Nov. 11), vs. WSH (Nov. 13), vs. 
DAL (Nov. 15), vs. CGY (Nov. 17 
 
The Bolts have played to a 100-point pace for the past five 
seasons, but some injuries and an average start for Andrei 
Vasilevskiy have them missing their standings target for now. 
 
12. Toronto Maple Leafs 
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Previous ranking: 14 
Preseason O/U: 107.5 
Points pace: 100 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Nov. 11), vs. VAN (Nov. 12), @ 
PIT (Nov. 15), vs. NJ (Nov. 17) 
 
Depending on the week, the Leafs are either a disaster that 
should cost everyone their jobs or a talented team that's 
finally putting it together in the regular season, so those 
firings will have to wait until after the first round of the 
playoffs. 
 
13. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Preseason O/U: 73.5 
Points pace: 101 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Nov. 12), vs. DAL (Nov. 13), @ 
CBJ (Nov. 15), @ BOS (Nov. 17) 
 
Few teams are defying expectations like the Flyers have so 
far. Much of that credit goes to the goaltending of Carter 
Hart, whose numbers are better than what you'd expect 
based on the play of the team in front of him. 
 
14. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Preseason O/U: 94 
Points pace: 97 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Nov. 12), @ CGY (Nov. 14), @ 
EDM (Nov. 16) 
 
The Kings get the Dennis Green memorial "They were who 
we thought they were!" award in the power rankings, as they 
are just three points off their preseason prediction after 16 
games. 
 
15. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Preseason O/U: 101 
Points pace: 93 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Nov. 12), vs. ARI (Nov. 13), @ 
SEA (Nov. 17) 
 
The Rangers are stronger analytically yet worse offensively 
than they were last season, which is a bit of a conundrum. 
 
16. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Preseason O/U: 83.5 
Points pace: 100 
Next seven days: @ LA (Nov. 12), @ ANA (Nov. 15), @ SJ 
(Nov. 17) 
 
When GM Steve Yzerman made several veteran additions in 
the offseason, many assumed he believed the Red Wings 
were ready to turn the corner. Their point pace would 
indicate it's less of a turn and more like a Mario Kart power 
glide. 
 

17. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Preseason O/U: 103.5 
Points pace: 87 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Nov. 12), vs. LA (Nov. 16) 
 
Edmonton was already off its preseason points expectations 
when Evander Kane suffered that unfortunate skate cut 
injury to his wrist that will keep the top-line winger out for at 
least three months. 
18. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Preseason O/U: 103 
Points pace: 76 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Nov. 12), vs. LA (Nov. 14), @ 
TB (Nov. 17) 
 
Nazem Kadri has been great, Jonathan Huberdeau has been 
OK, but Jacob Markstrom has been below average, with a 
quality starts percentage of .200. 
 
19. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Preseason O/U: 79 
Points pace: 82 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Nov. 12), vs. VAN (Nov. 15), @ 
OTT (Nov. 16) 
 
The Sabres are running ahead of expectations but still have 
to shed the label as the NHL's "start fast, fade quickly" team. 
 
20. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Preseason O/U: 102.5 
Points pace: 82 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Nov. 11), vs. SJ (Nov. 13), @ 
NSH (Nov. 15), vs. PIT (Nov. 17) 
 
The Wild have yet to find their groove offensively, averaging 
2.92 goals per game after hitting 3.72 goals per game last 
season. How much offense did Kevin Fiala take with him? 
 
21. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Preseason O/U: 100.5 
Points pace: 76 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Nov. 11), @ MTL (Nov. 12), vs. 
TOR (Nov. 15), @ MIN (Nov. 17) 
 
The Penguins snapped their seven-game winless streak, but 
it's a long climb back to their projected preseason point total. 
 
22. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Preseason O/U: 96.5 
Points pace: 77 
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Next seven days: vs. TB (Nov. 11), @ TB (Nov. 13), @ FLA 
(Nov. 15), @ STL (Nov. 17) 
 
The Capitals are nearly 20 points off their preseason total 
thanks to a slew of significant names -- Nicklas Backstrom, 
John Carlson, T.J. Oshie, Tom Wilson and Connor Brown -- 
missing significant time. 
 
23. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Preseason O/U: 71.5 
Points pace: 88 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Nov. 12), vs. NJ (Nov. 15), @ CBJ 
(Nov. 17) 
 
Thanks to head coach Marty St. Louis and an offensively 
dominant top line, the Canadiens are blowing past their 
standings projections. 
 
24. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Preseason O/U: 65.5 
Points pace: 82 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Nov. 12), vs. CAR (Nov. 14), vs. 
STL (Nov. 16) 
 
Based on preseason expectations -- and those expectations 
were that the Blackhawks would be in the tank for Connor 
Bedard -- Chicago is one of the league's biggest surprises. 
First-year coach Luke Richardson has the Blackhawks 
playing hard, competitive games even in defeat. 
 
25. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Preseason O/U: 98.5 
Points pace: 64 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Nov. 12), vs. MIN (Nov. 15), vs. 
NYI (Nov. 17) 
 
The early-season struggles of Juuse Saros (.892 save 
percentage through 10 games) are one factor behind the 
Predators' stumble out of the gate. 
 
26. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Preseason O/U: 92.5 
Points pace: 64 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Nov. 12), @ BOS (Nov. 13), @ 
BUF (Nov. 15) 
 
Amid lackluster play and front-office dysfunction, the 
Canucks are around 29 points off their expected total from 
the preseason. 
 
27. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Preseason O/U: 73 
Points pace: 49 

Next seven days: @ DAL (Nov. 11), @ MIN (Nov. 13), @ 
VGK (Nov. 15), vs. DET (Nov. 17) 
 
Despite Erik Karlsson's best efforts, the Sharks are running 
more than 20 points off their extremely modest preseason 
expectations. 
 
28. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Preseason O/U: 63.5 
Points pace: 82 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Nov. 12), @ NYR (Nov. 13), @ 
VGK (Nov. 17) 
 
Doesn't it feel like the Coyotes should be even more than 19 
points better than their preseason total? Or is that just what 
happens when a team wins in Toronto? 
 
29. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Preseason O/U: 84.5 
Points pace: 57 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Nov. 12), vs. NYI (Nov. 14), vs. 
BUF (Nov. 16) 
 
Many NHL executives and media pundits were proclaiming 
"watch out for Ottawa" before the season. We don't think 
they meant "... because the Senators are going to fall 
woefully short of their point total projections," but here we 
are. 
 
30. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Preseason O/U: 94.5 
Points pace: 55 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Nov. 12), @ COL (Nov. 14), @ 
CHI (Nov. 16), vs. WSH (Nov. 17) 
 
The Blues are playing like a team that has lost its identity, 
lost its swagger and perhaps most of all lost its goal-scoring 
prowess, owning the league's worst offense. They're 
currently the NHL team missing the mark by the greatest 
point margin. 
 
31. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Preseason O/U: 81.5 
Points pace: 50 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Nov. 12), vs. PHI (Nov. 15), vs. 
MTL (Nov. 17) 
 
The Jackets have badly missed even the modest 
expectations they earned after signing Johnny Gaudreau in 
the offseason. Being 31st in offense and 32nd in defense will 
do that to a team. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
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Preseason O/U: 80 
Points pace: 53 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Nov. 12), vs. DET (Nov. 15), @ 
WPG (Nov. 17) 
 

The Ducks aren't coming close to their preseason total at the 
moment, but what they lack in success in the standings they 
make up with fun, fun and more fun on the ice. We'll also 
take "losing fun" over "losing boring" any day. 

 
 

 
Canes unleash goal-scoring deluge against Oilers 

By Ryan Henkel 

After a disappointing last two games, the Carolina 
Hurricanes came out with a statement 7-2 win Thursday 
night at PNC Arena over the Edmonton Oilers. 
 
It was a night where everything and everyone seemed to be 
clicking and guys started to finally get rewarded. 
 
No line was more evident of that than the Jordan Staal, 
Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast line, who all scored a goal 
on top of their normal possession domination. According to 
NaturalStatTrick.com, the Staal line outchanced the Oilers 
19-8 at even-strength. 
 
With each member of the Canes most stable line scoring, the 
Canes ain’t losing. It’s that simple 
 
The line was only one that wasn’t split up by head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour coming into tonight’s game, and his belief in 
them paid divends. 
 
One of the lines that was changed, was the top line which 
saw Andrei Svechnikov get the bump up. 
 
Svechnikov continued his dominance over Edmonton picking 
up yet another hat trick, giving him six goals in just two 
games against the Oilers. He’s the first Hurricanes since Jeff 
Skinner in 2015 to have two regular season hat tricks. 
 

Bumped up onto the top line with Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen, he showed every bit of his scoring tool belt. 
Strong wrist shot, physicality to get to the net, smooth 
skating. It was all on display against Edmonton. 
 
It was also an extremely fun showing from Pyotr Kochetkov. 
 
The young Russian was called up as an emergency recall 
with Frederik Andersen dealing with injury and he kept his 
team in the game early. He turned aside a penalty shot, a 
breakaway and went toe to toe with some of the game’s top 
offensive talent in just his third ever regular season game 
and first of this season. 
 
He continues to look more and more like the goaltender of 
the future and Canes fans should be excited about him. 
 
It was a definite moment of relief for a club that has had its 
fair share of struggles to start the season because nothing 
soothes the nerves like goals. 
 
The only issues that arose from the game was that Teuvo 
Teravainen left the game in the second period with an upper-
body injury. After the game, Brind’Amour said that 
Teravainen thought he tweaked something and the team was 
playing it cautiously and that they’d know more tomorrow. 
 
The Canes will go back on the road for their next two games, 
starting with a stop in Colorado to face the Stanley Cup 
champion Avalanche for the first time this season.
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Svechnikov scores 100th goal in Carolina’s convincing 7-2 victory over Oilers 

By Sam Overton 

Led by right-wing Andrei Svechnikov’s 100th career goal and 
second hat trick of the season, the Carolina Hurricanes (9-4-
1) beat the Edmonton Oilers (8-7-0) 7-2 in PNC Arena on 
Nov. 10, 2022. 

“It’s special for sure to be at home and score my 100th goal,” 
Svechnikov said. “It was a couple tough games for us and 
we bounced back. We played hard today. The boys did a 
great job, for sure.” 

Although it would certainly change after the game, the 
biggest news heading into Thursday night was goaltender 
Frederik Andersen’s continued absence. Although his injury 
is technically undisclosed, head coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
the star netminder “tweaked something” on Nov. 8. 

Carolina recalled goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov from the AHL’s 
Chicago Wolves that same day, and he made his season 
debut for the Hurricanes on Thursday evening. Kotchetkov, 
who posted a 3-0-0 record last season, saved 30 of 32 shots 
on goal in 60 minutes. 

After a tough loss on Nov. 10 to the Florida Panthers, 
Carolina looked a little sluggish on the ice at the top of the 
first frame. Even the return of the “SAT line,” composed of 
forwards Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen, couldn’t save the Hurricanes from a few whiffed 
shots and missed opportunities. 

That being said, both lines started to look up in the back half 
of the first period. With 20 seconds remaining, Svechnikov 
put Carolina on the board with a slick shot past Edmonton 
goaltender Jack Campbell. 

Veteran defenseman Brent Burns gave the Hurricanes their 
second goal five minutes into the second period, cementing 
Carolina’s hot streak after Svechnikov’s bottle rocket. 
Minutes later, however, Edmonton left-wing Zach Hyman 
narrowed the Oilers’ point deficit while center Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi sat in the box for interference. 

This was to be expected — Edmonton’s offensive strategy 
when up a man is just too good to let the opportunity pass 
by. The Oilers’ power play is second in the division, trailing 
only the Colorado Avalanche. Edmonton center Connor 
McDavid, last season’s top power play scorer, assisted 
Hyman’s goal. However, the Oilers’ two-goal deficit wouldn’t 
last for long with Svechnikov notching his second goal of the 
evening less than two minutes later. 

Kochetkov was a beast on the ice in his season debut, 
making some truly incredible saves. After a questionable 
penalty, Edmonton left-wing Dylan Holloway had the 
opportunity to put one past Kochetkov about halfway through 
the second frame. The netminder sprawled to save Carolina 
from a close game, spurring one of the most magical 
moments of his career to date. 

“[Kochetkov] played great,” left-wing Jordan Martinook said. 
“He played great for us last year — we know what he is. … 
He just competes, which is something that you want out of 
your goalie. It was good that we gave him a little bit of 
support and he stood tall back there.” 

And if that wasn’t enough, center Jordan Staal raised the 
Hurricanes’ lead to 4-1 with exactly one second left to go in 
the second period, setting Edmonton up for a tricky — but 
not impossible — third-period stretch. 

Carolina was able to maintain a three-point lead over the 
Oilers until McDavid, who’s arguably the best player in the 
NHL, scored his 15th goal of the season on a backhand pass 
right over Kochetkov’s left shoulder. Granted, that would 
mark Edmonton’s last goal of the night. 

The top of the third frame felt slower for the Hurricanes, but 
that lack of momentum didn’t last for long. A sweet alley-oop 
past Cambell from Martinook marked the 10-year veteran’s 
third goal of the season to up the score to 5-2, looking more 
like a hit from Aaron Judge than your traditional goal. 

Finally, to sweeten the deal, Svechnikov scored his third goal 
of the game and 100th career goal with less than five 
minutes to go in the third period, sparking a flurry of hats 
from the rambunctious crowd. Right-wing Jesper Fast 
followed up Svechnikov’s goal as best he could, raising the 
score to 7-2 with less than three to go in regulation. 

“We needed a response,” Fast said. “We had two games that 
we lost, so we wanted to have a good game today and 
bounce back and get back on the winning track. We 
deserved a win today.” 

The Hurricanes’ next outing is a road trip to Denver to face 
the reigning Stanley Cup Champions on Saturday, Nov. 12 
with puck drop set for 9 p.m. 
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TODAY’S LINKS  
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article268530407.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/svechnikov-kochetkov-lead-hurricanes-to-rout-of-oilers/  
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/hurricanes-shut-out-by-knight-panthers/  

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-svechnikov-records-hat-trick-canes-win-kochetkovs-season-debut/c-337446180  
https://www.nhl.com/news/edmonton-oilers-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-337337616 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-edmonton-oilers-canada-77a6c428eef6d099134d6864b18e3a3d 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/34994601/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-points-pace-vs-expectation 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/10/23452636/carolina-hurricanes-unleash-goal-scoring-deluge-against-edmonton-oilers 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/svechnikov-scores-100th-goal-in-carolina-s-convincing-7-2-victory-over-

oilers/article_f2c28ff8-617b-11ed-975d-bfc2133d04c9.html  
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Takeaways from the Carolina Hurricanes’ 7-2 win over the Edmonton 
Oilers 

 

Chip Alexander6-7 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

The last thing the Carolina Hurricanes wanted was a worrisome three-
game losing streak heading out to Colorado to face the Avalanche, last 
season’s Stanley Cup champions. 

The Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov would have none of that, putting on a 
show, scoring three times for his second hat trick of the season against 
the Edmonton Oilers to spur a 7-2 victory. Svechnikov’s third goal, late in 
the third period, was the 100th of his career and had the hats flying onto 
the PNC Arena ice. 

Brent Burns, Jordan Staal, Jordan Martinook and Jesper Fast each 
scored and goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, in his first NHL start of the season, 
had 20 saves for the Canes (9-4-1), who rebounded after losses to 
Toronto and Florida. 

“It was special for sure to be at home and score my 100th goal here,” 
Svechnikov said. “It was a couple of tough games for us, but we bounced 
back and played hard.” 

The Oilers’ Connor McDavid, the NHL’s leading scorer, did some Connor 
McDavid things with his speed and displayed his special skill and 
puckhandling wizardry in scoring in the third period. Zach Hyman had a 
power-play goal in the second for the Oilers, who played without injured 
forward Evander Kane. 

Quick takeaways from the game: 

▪ Some call Kochetkov “Koochie” and there were some “K-ooooch” 
cheers Thursday from Canes fans. He denied Dylan Holloway on a 
penalty shot at 9:19 of the first -- “The turning point of the game and the 
momentum flipped,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said -- and then 
pushed out of the crease to poke away the puck and stymie a breakaway 
by Hyman in the second. 

“A special play,” Svechnikov called the stop on Hyman. “It gives you 
more confidence and you want to play for him, especially his first game 
this season. It was awesome for sure.” 

Is he unorthodox? Kochetkov can be and he was in one early sequence 
when he was flopping about the crease. But the goalie has one job: stop 
the puck. He did. 

▪ Most Eastern teams are happy having to face the Oilers’ McDavid just 
twice each season. The Oilers should feel the same about Svechnikov, 
who had his first regular-season hat trick in the Oct. 20 game in 
Edmonton. 

Svechnikov’s second goal Thursday was a near replay of one of his 
goals in Edmonton, No. 37 unloading a shot from the top of the crease 
that the goalie had no chance of stopping. His third, which had hats 
flying, came on a short backhander in tight. 

“He’s been good for us all year and we need it,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s 
been leading the charge.” 

▪ McDavid? No 97 can fly and did it a few times, gliding down the slot and 
beating Kochetkov with a wicked backhander in the third for his 15th goal 
of the season. But he often ran into D-man Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei 
waiting for him and the end of the runway. 

▪ It can be deflating allowing a goal in the final moments of a period, and 
the Oilers did it twice Thursday. Svechnikov’s first goal came with 20 
seconds left in the first period, and Staal’s nasty backhander just beat the 
horn to end the second period for a 4-1 lead. 

▪ Where’s Freddie and how long will he be out? Good question. Goalie 
Frederik Andersen, who left practice early Tuesday, “tweaked something” 
according to Brind’Amour and has a lower-body injury that resulted in 
Kochetkov’s recall from Chicago. Brind’Amour didn’t call it a day-to-day 
injury, nor did he call it a week-to-week issue. So it’s anyone’s guess for 
now. 

▪ After the Canes were shut out Wednesday by Florida, Brind’Amour said 
he would juggle the lines. He had Sebastian Aho centering Svechnikov 
and Teuvo Teravainen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi at center with Seth Jarvis 
and Martin Necas against the Oilers. Rookie Jack Drury, called up this 
week from Chicago, stayed in the lineup and centered Paul Stastny and 
Stefan Noesen. 

The Staal line stayed the same, Staal centering Martinook and Jesper 
Fast, and all three scored. Martinook’s goal was all effort, the winger 
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reaching up and batting the puck in after falling to the ice for his third of 
the season. 

“He’s been solid all year, really effective,” Brind’Amour said of Martinook. 
“It’s good to see him get rewarded.” 

This story was originally  

Published November 10, 2022 9:40 PM. 

News Observer LOADED: 11.11.2022 

1206705 Colorado Avalanche 

 

As Colorado honors Peter McNab, Avs dispatch Predators with 5 straight 
goals 

 

Bennett Durando5-6 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

The on-air talent who called countless hockey games alongside Peter 
McNab pointed out Thursday before an emotional broadcast and 
throughout the week that he would find this all to be just a bit much. He 
wouldn’t want the fuss. Keeping with his personality and passion, the 
best tribute would be to use the time dissecting the sport he breathed. 

For 26 years of Colorado Avalanche existence, he was the standard for 
color commentary. Even as cancer lingered throughout the last year of 
his life, he loved being around a team that had grown into the standard 
for NHL excellence. 

In the first game since his death, Denver honored McNab and the 
Avalanche ascended to the occasion with a worthy display, topping 
Nashville 5-3 at Ball Arena. 

Logan O’Connor and Mikko Rantanen scored twice, Nathan MacKinnon 
kept up in the race for the league lead in assists (18) and Colorado 
poured on its patented pace for a third consecutive win. The Predators 
couldn’t keep up. 

“Our game has really evolved a little bit over the past week, and I think 
we’re doing a lot of the right things,” O’Connor said. “… Knowing that we 
have the ability to do that, use our speed. Close quickly. Starts with good 
defense.” 

As the Avalanche scored five consecutive goals, it looked an awful lot 
like the last time these teams met, for a first-round playoff series in May 
that was more of a formality by Game 4. 

“Absolute juggernaut of a team last year,” former Avalanche forward Matt 
Duchene, now a Nashville star, said before the game. “They showed us 
what the bar is in this league right now.” 

It remains the bar. 

Even in the face of injuries. The Avs are down a captain, a leading scorer 
and a pair of offensively quality defensemen after their trip to Finland. 
One of the replacement call-ups, Shane Bowers, lasted a minute and 46 
seconds of ice time before a left arm injury ended his NHL debut. “It 
(stinks),” Bednar said. “Been waiting his whole life to get here to play this 
game.” 

Colorado spent most of the game with 17 skaters and out-skated 
Nashville anyway. 

The Predators led 1-0 with a 9-3 shot advantage. But if the Avs were still 
jetlagged for five minutes, the next 15 more than compensated, in the 
eyes of everyone except coach Jared Bednar. It was 1-1 by the end of 
the period. The Avs had 21 shots. 

“First period, gave up too much,” Bednar said. “Kicked the puck around a 
lot. Lot of icings. Just not sharp.” 

Mixed in were some of the usual antics from pesky third-line instigators 
O’Connor and J.T. Compher. Both found their way into miniature 
skirmishes — none that would equal the roughhousing scale of McNab’s 
playing days, but certainly physical for the modern Avalanche brand. 

O’Connor kept competing. Six minutes into the second period, he 
weaseled into a dangerous position and tipped in a Devon Toews shot. 
Ninety seconds later, he finished a breakaway with a smooth backhand 
move that “I knew pretty early that’s what I wanted to do,” he said. 
Compher assisted both goals. 

O’Connor was a DU hockey star, like McNab half a century before him. 

“I was thinking about him,” O’Connor said. “That intro was pretty 
emotional. … Saluting the press box after the game, I think that was 
pretty cool for all of us to think about what he did for all of us in our 
careers and as people.” 

The former Pioneer was on the ice as Nashville emptied its net late, but a 
hat trick eluded him. 

“You try not to have it creep into your mind,” O’Connor said. “But 
obviously it’s there a little bit.” 

He has scored five times in 12 games this season, now surpassing 
MacKinnon’s three. Not that the star center is struggling. He leads 
Colorado with 21 points, playing extended minutes as Bednar relies 
heavily on the top unit. “Phenomenal,” Bednar called MacKinnon’s 
performance. 

Nashville nipped at the Avalanche’s heels with two goals, making fans 
uneasy with memory of recent blown leads. But this was a night that 
started with an ovation — a moment of appreciation, not silence — for a 
franchise pillar. It couldn’t end quietly. 

The Avalanche finished a win on home ice for the first time since the 
season opener one month ago. For the fans who carried signs honoring 
McNab, the result was fulfilling, even if the evening felt empty. 
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Shane Bowers finally gets his NHL debut with Avalanche. He just needs 
a ride to the rink. 

 

Bennett Durando4-5 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

By his fourth year of professional hockey with the same cloud hanging 
over him, Shane Bowers wasn’t so worried about the timing of his NHL 
debut anymore. He mostly just wanted to be prepared enough to stick 
around whenever the moment came. 

Being inadvertently prepared for the call-up is a good start. 

Bowers is from Halifax, Nova Scotia, on Canada’s eastern seaboard, but 
his parents happened to be in Colorado on Wednesday night for his AHL 
game in Loveland. The Eagles were preparing to show off the Stanley 
Cup in a pregame ceremony — a reminder of the Avalanche’s success 
that Bowers has hoped to taste since 2017, when Colorado traded for the 
first-round draft pick. 

His parents didn’t get to see him play Wednesday night. Instead, they 
were conveniently located for his long-awaited NHL debut Thursday. 

“It was just good timing that they happened to be here,” Bowers said. “I’m 
glad they don’t have to make the trip and try to rush here.” 

The 23-year-old was called up to play fourth-line center for the Avalanche 
against Nashville, a move prompted by the injury bug that has sidelined 
forwards Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri Nichushkin and Darren Helm. 
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Bowers, selected No. 28 overall by Ottawa, was the last first-round pick 
from the 2017 draft class to appear in an NHL game. And in full-circle 
fashion, his debuted during a matchup against Predators wing Matt 
Duchene, who Colorado traded to acquire Bowers and other pieces. 

“Just pure excitement,” Bowers said. “It’s something you dream of, like 
every kid. And once you actually hear the news, it’s pretty exciting. Your 
heart starts to beat.” 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar told him after training camp to prove 
himself as a consistent impact player in Loveland. Bowers is a “natural 
center,” he says — that was his primary position at Boston University — 
but the Eagles stationed him at wing more than usual to start the season. 
He tallied six points in the first seven games. 

“Let’s face it: He’s had a tough go of it down there for the last couple of 
years,” Bednar said. “Lots of injuries. In and out of the lineup. As soon as 
he gets his game in order he seems to be out again with another injury. 
… I’m really happy for him.” 

Eagles coach Greg Cronin broke the news to Bowers after he arrived at 
the rink for a pregame meal. Teammate Sampo Ranta had already been 
recalled to the NHL roster — he practiced in Denver on Wednesday — 
so there was little reason for Bowers to expect a call-up, even when 
Cronin asked him to talk privately. 

“I just thought it was going to be about the game (the previous night),” 
Bowers said. “I really had no clue.” 

He called his parents, who are staying at an Airbnb in Fort Collins. They 
drove him an hour south to Denver, dropping him off at Bo Byram’s 
place. Then they left with his car. 

Which left one obstacle blocking Bowers from his NHL debut 
Wednesday: “I’ll try to find a ride to the rink today from someone else.” 
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How to watch Avalanche games in Colorado during the 2022-23 season 

 

The Denver Post4-5 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

For the fourth season in a row, Xfinity subscribers will be out of luck if 
they want to watch Avalanche games broadcast on Altitude TV. 

The carriage dispute started after the regional sports network’s contract 
with the three major television providers (Xfinity, DirecTV and Dish 
Network) lapsed in September 2019. And it remains ongoing with both 
Xfinity and Dish, with no end in sight, 

What are fans to do? Well, there are plenty of alternative options for 
those willing to move on from Comcast or Dish. Here’s a rundown: 

The options for Altitude 

FuboTV: This sports-centric streaming service starts at $69.99 a month 
and includes all of the major sports channels in addition to several news, 
lifestyle and entertainment networks. The service allows users to record 
and rewind live sports without a DVR. It does not, however, currently 
carry Turner Sports networks, which will broadcast a half dozen national 
Avs games throughout the season. 

DirecTV: This service offers two different services — satellite and stream 
— that includes Altitude as well the other stations that broadcast Avs 
games nationally. Stream packages begin at $69.99 a month and 
satellite ones start at $64.99 a month. 

Evoca: The new player to the game, Evoca TV requires a receiver box 
($199 to buy or $5 monthly to rent) and a monthly service charge of $25. 

It can be bundled with Sling TV at $55 per month to add cable networks 
ESPN and Turner Sports that broadcast national NHL games. 

National broadcasts 

The Avs have a number of games on the schedule that will be broadcast 
nationally or on premium services this season (and subsequently also on 
Xfinity). Here’s a look: 

Colorado Avalanche 

Wednesday, Oct. 12: vs. Chicago Blackhawks, 7:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Tuesday, Oct. 25: At New York Rangers, 6 p.m. (ESPN, ESPN+) 

Sunday, Dec. 11: At St. Louis Blues, 1 p.m. (ESPN) 

Tuesday, Dec. 13: vs. Philadelphia Flyers, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN) 

Tuesday, Jan. 24: vs. Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 

Saturday, Jan. 28: vs. St. Louis Blues, 1 p.m. (ESPN+/Hulu) 

Thursday, Feb. 9: At Tampa Bay Lightning, 5 p.m. (ESPN) 

Wednesday, Feb. 15: At Minnesota Wild, 7:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Saturday, March 4: At Dallas Stars, 1:30 p.m. (ABC, ESPN+) 

Wednesday, March 15: At Toronto Maple Leafs, 5 p.m. (TNT) 

Wednesday, March 22: vs. Pittsburgh Penguins, 6 p.m. (TNT) 

Wednesday, March 29: vs. Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. (TNT) 

Sunday, April 9: At Anaheim Ducks, 6:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Tuesday, April 11: Edmonton Oilers, 7:30 p.m. (ESPN) 
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Avalanche honor Peter McNab, Shane Bowers’ ‘tough luck’: Takeaways 
from win over Predators 

 

Peter Baugh8-11 minutes 11/11/2022 

 

DENVER — When Erik Johnson joined the Avalanche in 2011 after a 
blockbuster trade with St. Louis, broadcaster Peter McNab got to talk 
with him. When the team was on the road, Johnson remembers seeing 
him in Avalanche gear during the team’s off days. And a couple of years 
after the defenseman arrived in Colorado, McNab approached him with a 
message he still remembers. 

“Congrats,” McNab told him. “You’ve figured out this game. It must feel 
good to go out every night and know that you can do what you need to 
do to.” 

He was a warm face Johnson could count on around the rink, one who 
paired a lifetime’s worth of hockey knowledge with supportive words and 
actions. After a battle with cancer, McNab died Sunday at 70 years old. 

“He just wanted you to succeed,” Johnson said Wednesday. “I’m going to 
miss him for sure, just being around the rink.” 

McNab had been with the Avalanche since they moved to Denver in 
1995 and also had a 955-game NHL playing career, scoring 363 goals 
and logging 813 points. If you include playoffs, he suited up for 1,062 
games. 

The color commentator was a beloved figure around the Avalanche 
organization, and Thursday’s game — a 5-3 win against Nashville — 
doubled as a tribute. The arena DJ played songs from the Beach Boys, 
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McNab’s favorite band, before the game, and in the press box the 
Avalanche placed “I Fight For Peter McNab” signs at every media 
member’s seat, along with a carnation. A bouquet of flowers and a 
collage of McNab pictures stood at the entrance. 

Really nice tributes to Peter McNab in the #Avs press box. 
pic.twitter.com/IpoqcOQjUS 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) November 11, 2022 

“To me, (he was) just a gentleman, a guy who deserved a lot of respect,” 
coach Jared Bednar said. “My individual meetings and interactions with 
him, he always had a way of making you feel at ease and was real 
supportive. Always the optimist — the eternal optimist — and had a way 
of making you feel good when you’re leaving those conversations. That’s 
a special gift to have.” 

Bednar said he talked to McNab frequently during his first year as head 
coach in 2016-17, when Colorado finished with the worst record in the 
league. The broadcaster exuded encouragement, finding positives to 
discuss with the head coach. 

Bednar wasn’t alone. McNab was a source of support for many players, 
often visiting the dressing room and sitting with them at their stalls. Mikko 
Rantanen, for example, remembers that McNab offered advice during his 
rookie year. 

“He was always really nice to everybody,” he said. “Never had a bad 
day.” 

Avalanche play-by-play announcer Marc Moser called the game by 
himself with McNab’s chair empty beside him. Before the opening puck 
drop, the public address announcer read through McNab’s resume, then 
the video board showed a tribute narrated by Altitude studio anchor Kyle 
Keefe. Players from both teams looked up at the video board to watch. 
Then, instead of a moment of silence, the arena held a moment of 
appreciation during which fans clapped for around half a minute. It was 
fitting because, as Bednar said, McNab was the eternal optimist. 

Because the game was against Nashville, former Avalanche forward and 
current Predator Matt Duchene got a chance to be there for the tributes, 
for which he expressed gratitude. 

“For me coming in as a young guy, he was always there to support me,” 
said the Predators winger, mentioning that McNab helped him adjust off 
the ice as a young NHLer. “I was definitely a little shook when I saw the 
news; 70 years old is early to go in today’s world. I know he’ll be dearly 
missed.” 

After the game, the Avalanche players saluted the broadcast booth 
before leaving the ice. 

“It makes you just want to tell people you appreciate them,” Johnson 
said. “Because people go far too soon.” 

Bowers’ debut tainted by injury 

On Wednesday afternoon, Shane Bowers walked out of AHL coach Greg 
Cronin’s office and called his dad, Scott. With his mom, Lore, on 
speakerphone, he told them the moment he’d been waiting for had 
arrived. He was getting called up to the NHL. 

“He’s put the time and effort in,” said Scott, who was already in town with 
Lore to visit Shane. “It’s a sense of relief, happiness that all the effort and 
sacrifice he put in, that he’s finally getting to live the dream. 

Shane, the 28th pick in the 2017 NHL Draft, was the final remaining first-
rounder from his draft class to appear in an NHL game. Acquired from 
Ottawa in the Duchene trade, Bowers has seen his time with the 
Avalanche organization defined by bad breaks. He had to quarantine 
after a potentially false positive COVID-19 test in 2021, then tested 
positive for COVID-19 again the next season and had a shoulder injury. 

Shane Bowers gets a solo lap before his NHL debut. #Avs 
pic.twitter.com/Hl8Go3YeL7 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) November 11, 2022 

“He’s had a tough go of it down there the last couple of years,” Bednar 
said. 

Unfortunately for Bowers, the bad luck returned in his NHL debut. He left 
with an upper-body injury suffered in an awkward first-period collision 
and didn’t return. He played only 1:46. Bednar didn’t have a postgame 
update on his prognosis. 

“It sucks,” the coach said. “He worked his whole life to get here and play 
this game, and he gets hurt a couple seconds into his third shift.” 

Before opening puck drop, the Avalanche let Bowers take the ice by 
himself for the traditional rookie lap. His parents, uncle, aunt and billet 
dad watched from the lower bowl. Then, in his first shift, he nearly scored 
off a Kurtis MacDermid pass. Nashville goalie Kevin Lankinen got in front 
of the puck, but Bowers was finally an NHLer. 

“Obviously, everyone wants to play (in the NHL) right away,” Bowers said 
before the game. “You see guys playing before you and it sucks, and you 
want to be there, but now I’m getting my chance. I just want to make the 
most of it. Now that I’m here, I don’t want to let it slide.” 

But now an injury has interrupted his opportunity. As his teammates 
changed out of their sweaty jerseys after the game, Bowers was already 
showered and dressed in a white button-up shirt. He chatted with Alex 
Newhook, whom he hung out with before the game, and Logan 
O’Connor, with whom he used to live while both were on the Colorado 
Eagles. 

“It’s really disappointing for him, obviously,” O’Connor said. “He’s had 
some tough luck, but I know he’s going to have a good recovery, 
however long it is. … He’ll definitely be back and come back strong 
again.” 

Revisiting the 2017 draft 

Bowers was the final player from the first round of the 2017 NHL Draft to 
make his NHL debut, which makes sense, given he went toward the end 
of the round. Now that everyone in the first round has played, it’s a 
chance to look at how strong a draft class that was. 

The Avalanche took Cale Makar fourth that year, and that pick was 
instrumental in turning Colorado into a juggernaut. Miro Heiskanen went 
third to the Stars, and he’s already one of the best defensemen in the 
league. Dallas also got Jason Robertson and Jake Oettinger in that draft. 
No. 1 pick Nico Hischier is a great two-way center and a team captain, 
and then there’s Elias Petterson, who leads the class in goals and points. 
Throw in quality forwards Robert Thomas, Nick Suzuki, Josh Norris and 
Martin Necas, and you have quite a collection of talent. Not bad for a 
draft that didn’t have talent evaluators super excited at the time. 

O’Connor’s heater 

Bednar didn’t seem pleased after the game when talking about his 
team’s performance — he didn’t like how the team handled the puck in 
the first period — but he raved about O’Connor. The winger has five 
goals in his past six games and scored twice against Nashville. He tipped 
in a Devon Toews shot in the second, then later in the period he scored 
on a breakaway, backhanding a puck past Lankinen. 

O’Connor’s surge started with a short-handed goal against the Rangers, 
his first of the season. 

“Any time you’re waiting on that first goal it sort of can loom over you a 
little bit,” O’Connor said. “The first of the season is always nice to get out 
of the way early. Once you do that you can sort of just focus on playing 
hockey and not worry so much about the goals.” 

So many good goals, seriously. 

But we're rewatching this breakaway from one Logan 
O'Connor!#GoAvsGo pic.twitter.com/BkklgpWdY5 

— Colorado Avalanche (@Avalanche) November 11, 2022 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 11, 2022 

 

Colorado put O’Connor on the ice with an empty net, seemingly in an 
attempt to get him his first career hat trick. O’Connor said he tried not to 
consider the possibility of scoring a third goal but acknowledged that the 
thought lingered. 

The hat trick didn’t come Thursday, but that didn’t change the way 
Bednar viewed his play. 

“His work ethic is off the charts, highly competitive on pucks and has 
been making some plays,” the coach said. “Tonight, they go in for him.” 
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Second period offensive outburst pushes Avalanche to 5-3 victory over 
Nashville - 

 

Aarif Deen5-6 minutes 11/11/2022 

 

DENVER — The trip to Finland may have been exactly what the 
Avalanche needed. 

Following two dominating performances in Europe and four days off, the 
Avs continued their hot stretch on Thursday with a 5-3 victory over the 
Nashville Predators at Ball Arena. 

Logan O’Connor and Mikko Rantanen each scored two goals and Evan 
Rodrigues had one. Colorado used a four-goal outburst in the second 
period to run away with the lead. 

The Avalanche got off to a slow start as Nashville had nine of the first 12 
shots and an early 1-0 advantage. Forward Eli Tolvanen finished off a 
nifty passing play to put the Preds ahead. The momentum from the goal 
carried over for a few shifts before a cross-checking penalty to Ryan 
McDonagh flipped the script. 

Colorado took control and the top unit wasted little time. Nathan 
MacKinnon sent a cross-ice pass to Rantanen for the one-timer from his 
office. The superstar duo kept the foot on the pedal all period long, 
combining for 10 of the team’s 21 shots. Following McDonagh’s penalty, 
Colorado had a 14-3 advantage the rest of the way. 

“I think we were a little bit sloppy in the first period probably,” Rantanen 
said. “We were better after that.” 

MacKinnon finished two assists and eight shots in 22:50. 

The Avs picked up where they left off in the second period, storming out 
of the gate to score four goals in an 8:48 stretch. O’Connor started it with 
a tipped puck off a Devon Toews shot. He then added another on the 
breakaway 1:25 later. Following a successful penalty kill on a Rantanen 
minor call, the forward was sprung in on a breakaway right out of the box 
to make it 4-1 before Rodrigues added a power-play tally to extend the 
lead to four. 

It was a strong offensive showing for the third straight game. 

“Our game has really evolved a little bit over the past week,” O’Connor 
said. “We’re doing a lot of the right things.” 

Colorado’s league-best power play went 2-for-3 with both goals coming 
from its top unit. 

The Avs had to pull deep down the depth chart to dress a full lineup 
following a laundry list of injuries in Finland. Defensemen Bowen Byram 
(one month) and Samuel Girard (day to day) will both miss time. Valeri 
Nichushkin, who has missed the last five games, is expected back next 
month. 

Without them, the team called up both Sampo Ranta and Shane Bowers 
and dressed Kurtis MacDermid and Jacob MacDonald on the back end. 

For Ranta, it was his first taste of NHL action since early last season. For 
Bowers, it was an opportunity to finally make his NHL debut. He was the 
final first-round pick in 2017 to dress in an NHL game and had grinded 
for a half-decade since being acquired in the Matt Duchene blockbuster 
deal. 

Bowers’ night came to an unfortunate end in the first period. Following a 
battle in the corner, the 23-year-old went down to the ice and skated off 
favoring his shoulder. It was later announced that he was out with an 
upper-body injury and would not return. He played just three shifts, 
finishing with one shot in 1:46. 

There was no update on his status following the game. 

“Sucks. Waited his whole life to get here to play this game and he gets 
hurt, couple seconds into his third shift,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said. 
“You have to feel for the kid but injuries are part of the game. It happens.” 

Colorado turned to goalie Alexandar Georgiev for the ninth time in the 
first 12 games. He responded with his third straight win, improving to 7-1-
1 on the season. Georgiev made 32 saves, most of which came after the 
Avs led by multiple goals. 

“You have to play every moment like it’s a tied game,” Georgiev said. “It 
helps the guys a lot to feel confident.” 
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There’s a silver lining within the Avalanche’s challenging injury situation - 

 

Shawn Drotar7-8 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

The Colorado Avalanche’s Stanley Cup defense has gotten off to a 
wobbly start. 

Their 6-4-1 record has them in third place in the Central Division, trailing 
both the Winnipeg Jets and the Dallas Stars by four points, but with a 
game in hand as they prepare to host the Nashville Predators on 
Thursday night. 

The Avalanche got their collective heads above water on their recent trip 
to Finland, easily sweeping the Columbus Blue Jackets in a two-game 
set last weekend, but significant challenges with injuries have made 
things difficult for head coach Jared Bednar, who has been forced into 
constantly shuffling lines with an ever-rotating cast of characters. 

The successful trip to Finland came at significant cost for the Avalanche, 
as defensemen Bowen Byram and Samuel Girard both suffered lower-
body injuries. Bednar said on Tuesday that Byram is “week-to-week,” and 
Girard “day-to-day.” 

Their loss means that the Avalanche will have to shake up their blueline. 

“The strength of our team has been our back end, and we’re just pulling 
two guys out of it now for who knows how long,” Bednar said. “There’s 
obviously some opportunity for some guys, just like we’ve seen up front. 
We’ll see our D-core change a little bit. There’ll be opportunity for more 
forwards to come up here now and [we’ve] just got to grind through. 
Injuries are going to come at certain times; you’re hoping they don’t pile 
up all at the same time — like they kind of are for us right now — but the 
good news is we’re coming home. We’ll get the rhythm of our game 
going again.” 

Finding rhythm was always going to be a challenge for the Avalanche, 
who knew that their captain, Gabriel Landeskog, was to miss a significant 
part of the season after rushing back to last summer’s Stanley Cup 
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playoff chase following knee surgery. The understandably confident Avs 
won’t rush Landeskog back this time; after a scintillating, 20-game 
postseason performance that included 11 goals, 11 assists and a plus-15 
on the ice, Colorado will be satisfied with letting their captain take his 
time to recover. “I don’t have a timeline on Landeskog,” Bednar said on 
Tuesday. 

Landeskog and fourth-line forward Darren Helm, who’s dealing with an 
injury of his own that has kept him from playing at all this season, are on 
injured reserve, although Bednar said that the veteran Helm is “week-to-
week” and much closer to a return. Helm, however, despite notably 
clutch performances last season, isn’t being counted on to score all that 
much — but after having rewarded him with a new, eight-year, $49 
million dollar contract in the offseason, Valeri Nichushkin is. 

Nichushkin, who authored a breakout campaign last season at the age of 
26, got off to a hot start again this season, including an impressive seven 
goals and five assists to lead the team in points with 12 through their first 
seven games. Unfortunately, he suffered an ankle injury in that seventh 
game and hasn’t played since. Hope that he’d return soon was quickly 
quashed by Bednar upon returning from Finland. “So, Val is having 
surgery on his ankle,” he explained. “He’s going to miss approximately a 
month, give or take.” 

If you’re keeping track, that means that the Avalanche are without a 
quarter of their four forward lines, and a full third of their defensive 
pairings; not exactly ideal for any team, let alone a squad who has a 
target on their backs every night as the defending champs, and one 
that’s faced a difficult early schedule that’s understandably showcased 
the current Cup holders, both in North America and abroad.  As a result, 
the Avalanche have already used 24 skaters on the ice in their first 11 
games. 

That said, since injuries are all but inevitable in a grueling, 82-game NHL 
schedule, there’s an argument to be made that there are a few upsides to 
the Avalanche’s current situation, even as challenging as it currently is. 

Eventually, every Stanley Cup contender will have its depth tested, and 
there’s value in knowing what you’ve got sooner rather than later. The 
Avs’ injury situation has forced their hand, and some of what they’ve 
learned has been revealing. 

Longtime prospect and former first-round draft pick Martin Kaut is still 
only 23, and even though he was rumored as a potential trade piece last 
season, he’s getting a longer look at the NHL level this time around, 
averaging 8:03 in ice time and logging a pair of points in eight games. 
The Avalanche plucked 26-year-old Dryden Hunt off of waivers from the 
New York Rangers, and Bednar hasn’t wasted any time deploying him. 
Hunt hasn’t been effective with the Avs yet (no points and a minus-1 in 
seven games), but given Colorado’s youth, he might as well be a wily 
veteran. 

Mikhail Maltsev, part of the 2021 trade that sent Ryan Graves to the New 
Jersey Devils, and Jayson Megna, who’s bounced between than AHL 
and NHL levels, are having an opportunity to show the organization that 
they’re still legitimate prospects. Unfortunately for the Avalanche, Ben 
Meyers — who signed with the Avalanche directly out of the University of 
Minnesota — hasn’t gotten early traction and finds himself toiling with the 
Colorado Eagles up in Loveland. It was hoped that Meyers, who was the 
Big Ten Player of the Year in 2022, might be able to quickly establish 
himself as a regular, but it’s not surprising that he’d need a little more 
seasoning. 

That’s the type of clarity that the fallout from an early wave of injuries can 
bring — and having that clarity can help the organization decide what’s 
next. 

The Byzantine nature of the NHL’s salary cap means that each time the 
Avs shuffle a prospect back and forth — something they certainly 
wouldn’t be doing if they weren’t so injury-riddled in the season’s early 
going — they’re saving money on their cap; money that gets accrued, 
literally day-by-day, over the course of the season. That savings, which 
builds up a little bit at a time, could conceivably free enough up cash to 

complete a potentially season-altering trade before the deadline in early 
March as Colorado prepares for another lengthy playoff run. 

Of course, having Landeskog, Nichushkin, Byram, Girard and Helm back 
on the ice would be better, but the Avalanche know they aren’t in a sprint. 
It’s a marathon, and as long as they’re at their best when the Stanley 
Cup playoffs begin, that’s about the only thing that really matters in the 
end. But after a bumpy couple of weeks that have seen the Avalanche 
criss-cross the globe, Bednar’s simply happy to sit on his own bench for 
a change. “The good news is we’re coming home,” he said. “We’ve just 
got to chip away for now.” 
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O’Connor, Rantanen each score twice as Avs beat Preds 5-3 

 

By PAT GRAHAM - AP Sports Writer 

 

DENVER (AP) — Logan O’Connor and Mikko Rantanen each scored 
twice Thursday and the Colorado Avalanche beat the Nashville Predators 
5-3 on a night when the team paid tribute to longtime color analyst Peter 
McNab following his death earlier this week. 

O’Connor had two goals in 1:25 during a four-goal second period that 
helped the Avalanche take control. The team showed few signs of jet lag 
in its return from Finland, where Colorado recently completed a two-
game sweep of Columbus as part of the NHL Global Series. 

“We picked up the pace a lot,” Rantanen said. 

The Avalanche played with heavy hearts in memory of McNab, the 
former NHL player turned broadcaster who died Sunday at 70. He 
revealed in late summer of 2021 that he was battling cancer. 

The team showed a video tribute and held a moment of appreciation for 
him. 

McNab was a familiar face and voice of the Avalanche ever since the 
club moved to Denver before the 1995-96 season. A fan held up a sign 
that read, “We miss you, Peter.” On the Altitude TV broadcast, team 
executive Joe Sakic said: “He loved the game so much. He was a 
storyteller.” 

Evan Rodrigues also scored and Nathan MacKinnon had two assists to 
go with his eight shots for the Avalanche. Alexandar Georgiev finished 
with 32 saves to move to 7-1-1 this season. 

“It was OK,” Colorado coach Jared Bednar said of his team's 
performance. "We had some guys that played outstanding tonight. 
MacKinnon was phenomenal. Logan O’Connor, phenomenal. Mikko had 
a pretty good night finishing. 

"We capitalized on our chances in this game and they didn’t. That was 
the difference." 

Eeli Tolvanen, Ryan Johansen and Roman Josi had goals for the 
Predators. Kevin Lankinen stopped 30 shots. 

After trailing by four, the Predators cut it to 5-3 early in the third period as 
Colorado resorted to a more conservative style of play. Nashville pulled 
Lankinen for an extra skater with around two minutes left, but couldn't 
score. 

“Against teams like that, with any team in this league, you go down like 
that, it’s nearly impossible to come back,” Johansen said. “We need 
more. You can always do better. You can always work harder, but there’s 
more there. There’s more from this group.” 
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This was the first of four meetings between the teams — all before 
Christmas. The Avalanche swept the Predators in the first round of the 
playoffs last season on their way to hoisting the Stanley Cup. 

O'Connor provided a big lift for a banged-up Avalanche team that's 
missing quite a bit of scoring punch with captain Gabriel Landeskog 
(knee) and Valeri Nichushkin (ankle) sidelined. They’re also without 
defensemen Bowen Byram and Samuel Girard due to lower-body 
injuries. 

MacKinnon assisted on both of Rantanen’s scores, including one on a 
power play in the first period to tie the game and the second with a 
breakaway pass as Rantanen raced out of the penalty box. 

The speedy MacKinnon became the third Avalanche player to reach 20 
points in 12 games or less. He joined Rantanen (11 games in 2018-19) 
and Peter Forsberg (12 games in 2003-04). 

“He’s been great,” Bednar said. “Those are the guys that are driving the 
bus and we need them to be good. Things are thin and we need those 
guys to be sharp every night. That’s the kind of pressure we put on 
them.” 

BOWERS DEBUT 

Colorado center Shane Bowers made his NHL debut. Bowers, a first-
round draft pick by Ottawa in 2017, was part of a three-team deal that 
sent former Avalanche standout Matt Duchene to the Senators on Nov. 
5, 2017. Duchene later signed with Nashville. 

Bowers nearly scored on his first shot. He played 1:46 in the first period 
before leaving the ice holding his arm. He didn't return. There was no 
update from Bednar. 

“He was waiting his whole life to get here to play this game and he gets 
hurt a couple seconds into his third shift,” Bednar said. “You have to feel 
for the kid.” 

UP NEXT 

Predators: Host the New York Rangers on Saturday. 

Avalanche: Host the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday. 
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Avalanche Lineup For Predators Tonight; Galchenyuk Back With Eagles  

 

Adrian Dater3-4 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

Back from the Avalanche morning skate, as the Avalanche play again in 
Ball Arena after about a three-week absence. The Nashville Predators 
are on the menu, and Alexandar Georgiev will start in goal for Colorado, 
while Shane Bowers will play his first career NHL game after being called 
up from the Eagles. 

Jared Bednar said Bowers “did everything we asked of him” when he 
was cut in training camp, with parting words on what it would take to get 
a callup. 

Based on what was seen at the skate, this is your projected Colorado 
Avalanche lineup for tonight: 

Lehkonen-MacKinnon-Rantanen 

Newhook-Rodrigues-Kaut 

Cogliano-Compher-O’Connor 

Hunt-Bowers-Ranta 

D 

Toews-Makar 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

MacDonald-Manson 

MacDermid-Johnson 

Georgiev 

So, Bowers will be at center, on the fourth line. He had been the only 
player from the first round class of the 2017 NHL draft to not have played 
a game in the league, but that changes tonight. 

“I’m pretty excited. It’s something you dream of, like every kid. I’m happy 
to be here,” Bowers said. “My parents have been here watching me play, 
when I was with the Eagles, so it’s just good timing that they happen to 
be here. They’ll be here tonight. I feel more confident, feel like I’m more 
consistent. I feel ready.” 

Sampo Ranta will, as you already know, will play tonight as well after 
being called up from the Eagles. Bednar said he’s picked up his game of 
late and will get a look from the big club. 

NOTEBOOK: The Colorado Eagles have signed veteran Alex 
Galchenyuk to a PTO. He was in training camp with the Avalanche, but 
an injury made the Avalanche release him. However, he’s healthy again, 
and the Avalanche essentially are giving him a look-see, starting with the 
Eagles. Selected by the Montreal Canadiens with the third overall pick in 
the 2012 NHL Entry Draft, Galchenyuk has posted 146 goals and 208 
assists in 643 career NHL contests with the Canadiens, Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Arizona Coyotes, Ottawa Senators, Minnesota Wild and Pittsburgh 
Penguins. … The Predators look like they’ll start Kevin Lankinen in goal 
against Colorado. … I’m not sure exactly what the Avalanche have 
planned in the building tonight, but obviously Peter McNab’s memory will 
be honored by the team. Altitude will air a special one-hour show, from 6-
7 p.m. in memory of Peter. That show will be available, in its entirety, on 
the Avalanche YouTube channel and main website. 
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Dater’s Daily: Flames Mini-Meltdown, Eric Staal Plays 1,300th Game 

 

It’s finally gameday. There was a late Colorado Avalanche headline last 
night, Shane Bowers is getting recalled. This will be his first callup to the 
NHL in his career. Today will be a long day (but I love it), I am up early to 
take the little guy to school and then it is off to the morning skate at the 
arena. There will be a little downtime and the trek back up north to the 
arena for the game later tonight. I like to get there a little early. Just so I 
can make sure to do a little research on the other team. But on to the 
news: Eric Staal played his 1300th career game last night and more and 
some on the Calgary Flames, who aren’t so hot right now. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Colorado Hockey Now: Shane Bowers gets his first career callup to the 
NHL. 

Colorado Hockey Now: Could the Avalanche make a run for Ryan 
O’Reilly? Dater thinks they could. 

Eric Staal 

Florida Hockey Now: Eric Staal plays in his 1300th career game. His 
brothers Marc (playing for Florida) and Jordan (playing for Hurricanes 
against Florida) were both in attendance for the special moment. 

National Hockey Now 
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Montreal Hockey Now: Rookie Juraj Slafkovsky gets a two game 
suspension for boarding. 

Calgary Hockey Now: The Flames are on a streak…. in the wrong 
direction. 

Washington Hockey Now: How forward Aaron Volpatti overcame 
adversity from literally being set on fire. 

Dallas Hockey Now:  Goaltender Jake Oettinger is ready for action after 
his injury? 
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Blackhawks buried in defensive zone during overtime loss to Kings 

 

Ben Pope3-4 minutes 11/11/2022 

 

LOS ANGELES — The Blackhawks endured several ridiculously long 
shifts pinned in their defensive zone Thursday, including a remarkable 
four-minute marathon for defenseman Alec Regula at the end of the 
second period. 

They somehow managed to avoid conceding any goals directly within 
those situations. But the resulting lack of offense still ultimately bit them 
in a 2-1 overtime loss to the Kings.  

Kings forward Kevin Fiala scored with 1.4 seconds left in the extra 
session to avenge the Hawks’ overtime win in the two teams’ first 
meeting last week and deal the Hawks their sixth loss in seven games. 

“[We need to] just try to do everything you can to not prolong those shifts 
before you get caught in our own zone,” Max Domi said. “Their team 
seemed to be generating a lot of momentum out of that. [We’ve] just got 
to work on closing plays a little quicker, both forwards and ‘D.’ Just a little 
more communication will solve that problem.” 

In net, goaltender Petr Mrazek sparkled in his return from injury. His final 
stat line of 31 saves on 33 shots undersold his performance.  

He repeatedly bailed out his exhausted teammates during those lengthy 
shifts, joking that he “needed new lungs” after Regula’s marathon. And 
he made a series of huge saves in the final minute of regulation (and first 
minute of overtime) to earn the Hawks one point. 

“[After] the first few saves, especially the breakaway early in the first 
period, when you stop that, you feel even more confident, you feel better 
in there,” Mrazek said. 

But the Hawks have scored just four goals in their last four games 
combined, largely due to the lopsided possession-time deficits they’ve 
faced each night. The Kings dominated scoring chances, 38-20, on 
Thursday; it marked the 11th time in 13 games this season the Hawks 
have been out-chanced. 

Coach Luke Richardson said he’ll need to discuss how to reduce the 
turnovers that lead to those long defensive-zone shifts — and also how 
to conserve energy within those types of shifts. 

“It [requires] that little bit of extra effort,” Richardson said. “[When] you’re 
not moving your feet and you turn the puck over in the neutral zone or at 
the blue line and it comes back in your zone, those little plays 
everywhere on the ice are important. Just little chips in the neutral zone 
to get guys off the ice. When we don’t do it...it’s going to be a shift 
spinning around in your ‘D’-zone. It’s not fun.” 
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Arvid Soderblom’s long Blackhawks stint provides ‘great boost’ to 
confidence 

 

Ben Pope4-5 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

LOS ANGELES — Arvid Soderblom is a naturally quiet and serious guy. 
Aside from the fact that English isn’t the 23-year-old Swedish 
goaltender’s first language, he tends to focus more on improving his play 
than chatting it up in the locker room after practices and morning skates. 

But as he nears the end of his unexpected third consecutive week on the 
Blackhawks’ NHL roster, he nonetheless feels himself gradually coming 
out of his shell. 

“I’m probably not the guy that speaks the most in the locker room, but I’m 
feeling confident,” he said Thursday. “When you’re here for a longer time, 
you start to get to know all the teammates. It’s been all good so far for 
me. It’s getting easier every day, too. When you know all the guys, it 
makes it easier on the ice.” 

His ahead-of-schedule (albeit temporary) NHL promotion has brought 
with it some surprises and lessons to learn. The sheer talent level of NHL 
competition across the board is startling, for one thing. 

“Everybody in this league is so good: Everybody can shoot the puck; 
everybody can make moves,” he said. “It means you have to be on your 
toes and be sharp, so it has been good for my development.” 

And NHL arenas packed with tens of thousands of fans are often warmer 
than rinks in the AHL or in Sweden, which causes him to sweat more. 

That turned into an issue Saturday in Winnipeg, when Soderblom was 
pulled at the second intermission — forcing the Hawks to turn to just-
signed Dylan Wells — because of a hydration issue that had him feeling 
ill. The Hawks’ trainers and nutritionists are now working with him to 
figure out how to keep him fully hydrated during future games. 

That next game likely will come soon. Soderblom is expected to start 
Saturday against the Ducks, putting his stellar .924 save percentage and 
plus-1.9 goals-saved-above-average metric to the test again, after Petr 
Mrazek returned from his groin injury to start Thursday against the Kings. 

Coach Luke Richardson said it’s possible that plan could change, but for 
the sake of Soderblom’s dad, Martin — who flew over from Sweden to 
join the Hawks’ “Dads Trip” this week in California — one would hope it 
doesn’t.  

“[This has] been a great boost for my confidence,” he said. “I have been 
doing a great job, so that makes you even more motivated to get better. 
When you realize you can do a good job at this level, you feel good.” 

No 11-and-seven 

The Hawks’ Thursday visit to the Kings marked their 13th game of the 
season. In all 13, they’ve dressed 12 forwards and six defensemen. 

That’s not surprising at first glance, considering 12-and-six is the typical 
lineup construction most teams deploy on any given night. But under ex-
coach Jeremy Colliton, the Hawks dressed 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen relatively frequently — certainly not the majority of games 
but in at least one out of every 13. 

Richardson, however, said back in training camp that 11-and-seven 
lineups don’t tempt him the way they did Colliton. And he has backed up 
those words. 

“That’s very difficult for a defense coach to keep everybody going,” he 
explained back on Oct. 6. “It’s easier with the proper four lines up front to 
keep everybody involved in the game. Especially nowadays, there’s 
usually lots of penalties, especially early in the season, so you find a role 
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for everybody and make sure they’re involved in the game. When you 
have seven ‘D,’ it’s really hard to [do that].” 

Chicago Sun Times LOADED: 11.11.2022 
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Blackhawks try to break road losing streak, face the Ducks 

 

Associated Press3-3 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

BOTTOM LINE: The Chicago Blackhawks visit the Anaheim Ducks 
looking to break a three-game road slide. 

Anaheim is 4-9-1 overall and 2-3-0 in home games. The Ducks lead the 
league serving 15.9 penalty minutes per game. 

Chicago is 1-3-2 on the road and 5-5-2 overall. The Blackhawks have 
conceded 38 goals while scoring 34 for a -4 scoring differential. 

The teams meet Saturday for the fourth time this season. The 
Blackhawks won the last matchup 4-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Troy Terry has five goals and 12 assists for the 
Ducks. Trevor Zegras has scored five goals with four assists over the last 
10 games. 

Patrick Kane has two goals and eight assists for the Blackhawks. 
Jonathan Toews has scored five goals with three assists over the last 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Ducks: 3-6-1, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.3 assists, six 
penalties and 16.7 penalty minutes while giving up four goals per game. 

Blackhawks: 4-3-3, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.6 assists, five penalties and 
11.8 penalty minutes while giving up 3.1 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Ducks: Jamie Drysdale: out (shoulder), Urho Vaakanainen: 
out (undisclosed), Adam Henrique: day to day (personal), John Moore: 
out (undisclosed). 

Blackhawks: Alex Stalock: out (concussion), Seth Jones: out (thumb), Ian 
Mitchell: out (wrist), Tyler Johnson: out (ankle). 
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Fiala beats OT buzzer to give Kings 2-1 win over Blackhawks 

 

Associated Press3-4 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

LOS ANGELES -- Kevin Fiala scored with 1.4 seconds left in overtime, 
Jonathan Quick made 31 saves and the Los Angeles Kings beat the 
Chicago Blackhawks 2-1 on Thursday night. 

Fiala scored into an open net off a no-look pass from Phillip Danault to 
give the Kings their third straight win. 

Danault had a goal and an assist for Los Angeles, which has won four 
straight on home ice. 

Taylor Raddysh scored on the power play and Petr Mrazek stopped 32 
shots in his first start since injuring his groin Oct. 21, but the Blackhawks 
lost for the sixth time in seven games. 

Danault tied it 1-all early in the second period on a one-timer set up by 
Viktor Arvidsson shortly after a Kings power play expired. Danault had 
gone eight games without a goal before netting his fifth of the season. 

Los Angeles appeared to take the lead when Anze Kopitar put the puck 
in the net at 6:09 of the second, but the goal was waived off because 
Fiala was called for hooking. 

Chicago struck first on a power play late in the opening period. Raddysh 
positioned himself right in the slot to bury a one-timer from Jonathan 
Toews for his fourth goal. 

It was the second power-play goal in 10 opportunities over the past five 
games for the struggling Blackhawks. 

Chicago ended the game 1 for 4 on the power play. Los Angeles was 0 
for 4. 

NOTES: Kings F Trevor Moore had an assist for his 100th point in the 
NHL. He became the seventh player born in California to reach that 
milestone, with 37 goals and 63 assists in 220 games. '» Kings F Alex 
Turcotte, drafted fifth overall in 2019, was activated off the injured non-
roster list and loaned to the team's AHL affiliate. Turcotte sustained two 
concussions playing in the AHL last season. 

UP NEXT 

Blackhawks: Conclude their three-game trip at Anaheim on Saturday 
night. 

Kings: Wrap up a four-game homestand against Detroit on Saturday 
night. 
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Quick, who shares 'cool bond' with Blackhawks, outduels Mrázek in 
Kings' OT win 

 

Kyle Leverone5-6 minutes 11/9/2022 

 

Patrick Kane, Jack Johnson, and Jonathan Quick have all played 
together at one point or another. All three played together for the United 
States in the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, where they all 
received silver medals. 

Kane and Quick, the Kings' goaltender, are two of the most influential 
American-born hockey players of this generation, and they played 
together in the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, as well. And Hawks 
defenseman Johnson and Quick not only played together on the 
international level, but were also teammates on the Los Angeles Kings 
from 2008 to 2012. 

In one of those years -- 2012-13, after Johnson had been traded to the 
Blue Jackets -- the Blackhawks took down the Kings in five games to 
move on to the Stanley Cup. The year after that, Quick and the Kings 
took revenge on the Hawks in seven games in the same conference 
finals series. 

And now, after all those years of playing together and competing against 
each other, it's strictly business, which was demonstrated when the Kings 
got the overtime job done against the Blackhawks, 2-1. 

"Whenever we play against each other," Johnson said, "it's a nod, and 
you say 'Hi, how you doing?'" 

That's all. No animosity. Just former teammates focused on winning a 
hockey game. And that's just one reason why they've been so 
successful, especially Quick and Kane. 
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Going into Thursday night's matchup, Quick had played in 723 games 
and won 364, both fourth all-time for American-born goalies. Kane 
entered with 1,119 games played and 1,190 points recorded, 28th and 
5th all-time, respectively, among American-born players. 

One goalie, and one skater, but both no-nonsense, legendary hockey 
players. 

"(He's a) different type of goaltender," Kane said. "Have had some great 
battles against him in the playoffs, and he's still getting it done, even as 
he gets a little bit older. He presents some different challenges with how 
low he is to the ice, how good he is side to side, so you really have to get 
the puck up in the upper part of the net, try to use those side-to-side one-
timer passes to beat him." 

Johnson also remembers Quick as being a revolutionary goaltender with 
his patented low crouch. 

"I remember him almost being one of the first goalies that it was really 
hard, when you make a deke and you try to go upstairs on him," Johnson 
said, "he (was) the first guy to hold his glove out, so you (would) put it 
right in his glove." 

It took a bit of time to put anything in Quick's glove Thursday night, as the 
Blackhawks took more than five minutes to get a shot on net. And even 
with Max Domi's one-timers on their first power play, they were unable to 
lift one past the Kings' goalie. But it was Taylor Raddysh who sent one in 
blocker-side on a power play after 10 minutes of no shots on net to put 
the Blackhawks ahead 1-0 at the end of the first. 

The Hawks were off to a 1-0 lead, but it really was a slow start for both 
teams. The Kings picked it up in the second when Phillip Danault scored 
in the first two minutes, but after that, it was a pure goalie battle. Petr 
Mrázek, who played in his first game since October 21, stopped 12 shots 
in the third, and Quick stopped 4 in overtime. It was a deadlocked battle 
after 64:59 of hockey, but with one second remaining in overtime, Kevin 
Fiala won it for the Kings. Win No. 365 for Quick (28 saves). 

Although the pleasantries might be limited between the players, there is 
still a connection. There seems to be a mutual appreciation, out of those 
memorable playoff series and Olympic runs and regular season battles 
like Thursday night's, that those days are not forgotten. 

Although the Blackhawks lost Thursday night, the distant recognition will 
remain. 

"It's a cool bond," Johnson said of his relationship with Quick. "I always 
root for him and cheer for him when I'm not playing him." 
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Hawks bring back annual Dad's trip: 'It's a good time' 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

Before COVID-19 shook up the world, the Blackhawks alternated 
between a father's and mother's road trip each season and it was always 
a highlight for everyone involved. 

With no more restrictions, the Blackhawks have brought back the annual 
trip and it's the dads turn this time after they accompanied the team to 
Los Angeles on Wednesday for Chicago's two-game West Coast swing. 

"It's fun," Patrick Kane said. "It's a good time. It's fun to see the fathers 
being so excited about everything that we go through on a trip, whether 
it's the chartered plane or staying at a nice hotel or the amount of food 
that's available to them I'm sure they'll enjoy as well. It's always a fun 
trip." 

Kane has experienced several of these trips in the past, but he always 
appreciates the extra quality time with his dad, who's at almost every 
Blackhawks home game. 

"It's fun because I know how much he loves hockey and how much he 
enjoys it," Kane said. "I always like spending time with my dad, too. I 
know it's been a little bit difficult the last couple years with some things 
going on, so it's always nice to get together with him and spend some 
time with him especially when it's you and him, 1-on-1 time. 

"He's kind of spoiled, he gets fathers trips all the time. He's around for all 
the games, but he likes going on the road and seeing some different 
arenas and buildings and being able to catch some games in some 
different places." 

Sam Lafferty was a part of a father's trip when he was with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins but this will be his first one as a member of the Blackhawks. 
And it never gets old for him. 

"It's great," Lafferty said. "It honestly makes you feel like a kid again 
playing youth hockey and you look up and your dad is in the stands. It's 
really fun and we're really lucky to be able to do it." 

There are some guys whose fathers aren’t on the trip, for different 
reasons. For example, Jack Johnson brought his wife’s uncle, who lives 
in Denver. The two of them developed a strong bond when he was with 
the Colorado Avalanche. 

Blackhawks head coach Luke Richardson's dad passed away last year, 
but he fortunately was able to experience a father’s trip of his own when 
he was an assistant coach with the New York Islanders. The trip, for him, 
gives him an opportunity to get to know his players on a deeper level. 

"It's good to meet them," Richardson said. "It's always an exciting time. 
The guys enjoy it and there's usually a few laughs. It's inspiration to get a 
few wins on the trip so everybody can enjoy it." 

Because there's been so much roster turnover since the last time the 
Blackhawks hosted this trip, many of the dads will be meeting each other 
for the first time. The question now is, which ones will be the talk of the 
trip when it's all said and done? 

"There's always a few that stick out by the end of the trip," Kane said 
smiling. "So we'll see who the characters are this trip." 
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Blackhawks’ ‘bend, don’t break’ style is commendable, but is it 
sustainable? 

 

Mark Lazerus7-8 minutes 11/11/2022 

 

LOS ANGELES — In the final 10 seconds of the second period Thursday 
night, Alec Regula very slowly got up from a belly-flop in front of his own 
crease, took two sluggish steps to his right, then three even more 
sluggish steps to his left, barely waving his stick at Gabriel Vilardi as he 
drove the net for a backhanded scoring chance on Petr Mrazek. 

It was one of the weaker defensive efforts you’ll ever see. It also was one 
of the gutsiest, as it came a staggering four minutes into Regula’s shift. 

When the horn finally sounded, Mrazek lay on his side in the crease in a 
mixture of exhaustion and disbelief — “I needed new lungs,” he said 
later. Regula and Caleb Jones were doubled over, desperately trying to 
get some air at the end of shifts that lasted 4:11 and 3:58, respectively. 
When they got to the locker room for intermission, Regula had to resist 
the urge to simply collapse on the floor and pass out. 
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“You try to keep your composure a little bit,” he said. “There’s enough 
time to gather yourself again. Just a lot of deep breaths and chugging 
some water in there. That was crazy.” 

It was also emblematic of these Blackhawks, who bend — often really, 
really far — but don’t seem to break. Thursday’s 2-1 overtime loss to the 
Kings was another example of the Blackhawks being badly out-chanced 
— 29-9 at five-on-five, including 11-2 in high-danger chances — yet 
somehow managing to hang around and make a game of it all the same. 
It wasn’t until there was one measly second left in overtime that the Kings 
finally ripped away the victory, with Kevin Fiala just beating the buzzer 
and spoiling a Mrazek masterpiece in his return from a groin injury. 

buzzer beater but not the kind you like pic.twitter.com/kPxvJemujn 

— Chicago Blackhawks (@NHLBlackhawks) November 11, 2022 

Part of it is the goaltending, of course. Mrazek, Alex Stalock and Arvid 
Söderblom have all been excellent. But part of it has to be character, 
right? The Blackhawks are outmanned nearly every night, but they’re 5-
5-3 and have been in every game but two this season. 

“I think we have a good system,” Regula said, “and we all kind of know 
where each other’s going to be. ‘Bend, don’t break’ is a good phrase for 
it. That’s kind of what we did. We just hang in there and trust each other 
and we were able to grind that one out. We’re all pretty confident in the 
D-zone system.” 

It’s commendable, for sure, but is it sustainable? The Blackhawks 
continue to manage the puck poorly, continue to get hemmed in their 
own end — they started the third period just as helplessly as they ended 
the second — and continue to lean heavily on goaltending and special 
teams to pull out points and victories. In other words, they continue to 
play with fire, seemingly night after night. 

It’s good to be able to bend without breaking. It’d be a lot better not to 
bend. 

“That’s hockey, that’s going to happen, right?” said Max Domi, who 
singlehandedly created two golden scoring chances in overtime that were 
robbed by Jonathan Quick. “But certainly, you can’t sustain that over an 
82-game season. (We need to) find ways to just clean it up just a little 
bit.” 

First-year coach Luke Richardson fully understands the state of his roster 
and the timeline general manager Kyle Davidson has for the team, so he 
chose to focus on the positive side. Character counts, especially when 
you’re just starting out the long and nonlinear process of building a 
culture and a foundation for future success. After all, four of their five 
wins this season have been comeback victories. 

“We’re still growing together, so it’s a credit that they’re resilient and 
somehow find ways to stay in games and win games, whether we’re 
behind or hanging on at the end,” Richardson said. “It’s not concerning 
right now because we’re still finding ourselves to be in this position. 
We’re still at .500, (and) .500 was where we said after the first month was 
our base. We wanted to grow, but we haven’t really taken that next step 
(and) we haven’t taken a big step down. We’re ready to take that next 
step.” 

1. Mrazek was spectacular after missing eight straight games with 
injuries. There were too many game-saving stops to count, but the 
consecutive saves he made on Alex Edler and Phil Danault with about 40 
seconds left in the third period pretty much stole a point for the 
Blackhawks. 

There was obvious concern when Mrazek injured his groin last month, 
given his long history with such injuries. But Mrazek never feared the 
worst, and in fact, he wanted to return sooner than he did. It was the 
Blackhawks who held him back, just to be safe. 

“Yeah, I wanted to come (back) earlier, to be honest, but I understand the 
situation with the groin, especially,” Mrazek said. “I’ve been in that 
situation before and I rushed back and reinjured it. So I’m glad they didn’t 
(rush me).” 

2. Jonathan Toews continues to be the Blackhawks’ best and most 
consistent forward. He had six shots on goal, won 18 of 21 faceoffs and 
was on the ice for 12 shot attempts and just four against. Whether he 
was playing with Philipp Kurashev or Andreas Athanasiou — Richardson 
swapped the two left wingers to try to jump-start the offense in the 
second period — Toews consistently created scoring chances and 
suppressed the Kings offense. 

“Double-A played really well with Tazer and they almost scored in 
overtime, too,” Richardson said. “It clicked there.” 

3. On the flip side, Patrick Kane is mired in a bit of a slump — an epic 
one by his standards — going pointless for a third straight game. He has 
no goals and two assists in his last six games. 

4. Richardson is still tinkering with the power play, swapping units and 
switching players from one half-wall to the other, going with two lefties on 
the flanks or two righties on the flanks, anything to see what works and 
what doesn’t. It’s an ongoing work in progress, but it’s been an effective 
one, as the Blackhawks have converted on a healthy 24.4 percent of 
their opportunities with the man advantage. 

The latest move was swapping sides for Domi and Kane. 

“We’re pretty much interchangeable on both sides,” Domi said. “Both of 
us shoot the same way and we both like to make plays and both of us 
can shoot a one-timer. So it’s kind of whatever he’s feeling on any given 
night, and I’ll just read off him.” 

The Blackhawks’ lone goal Thursday came on the power play, with some 
nifty puck movement around the horn ending up with Toews holding the 
puck down low and feeding Taylor Raddysh in the low slot for the goal. 

5. In 21 seasons as an NHL defenseman, Richardson probably had a 
four-minute shift or two of his own. But he couldn’t remember one. 

“I hope not,” he said. “If I did, I blocked it out.” 
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Blackhawks vs. Kings conjures fuzzy memories and warns of fuzzier 
futures 

 

Mark Lazerus9-11 minutes 11/10/2022 

 

Eight years ago, the Los Angeles Kings were the undisputed titans of the 
NHL, a hard, heavy behemoth of a team that had just won its second 
Stanley Cup in three seasons, beating their contemporary contender, the 
Blackhawks, along the way in the most exhilarating playoff series of the 
decade. 

Seven years ago, the Blackhawks had retaken that mantle, winning a 
third championship in six seasons with a team laden with star power and 
seven three-time champs. 

Neither team has won a playoff series since. 

It was easy to get nostalgic last Thursday in Chicago, and not just 
because the United Center in-house DJ — apparently kidnapped and 
replaced by Patrick Sharp — played nine Pearl Jam songs during the first 
two periods, just like in the glory days. Just seeing the Blackhawks’ red, 
black and white squaring off against the Kings’ white, black and silver 
inevitably brings a flood of memories, of Patrick Kane’s heartbreaker 
celebration, of the greatest overtime ever played, of Nick Leddy’s jersey 
fluttering as Alec Martinez’s shot knuckled through, of two wildly different 
but equally terrific teams going to toe-to-toe-drag at the height of their 
powers. 
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But that story’s been written before. In fact, it’s been written over and 
over and over, because there hasn’t been anything new to write for years 
now — well, nothing anybody would want to read. Nostalgia can be great 
fun, but you can only remember some guys and some series and some 
championships for so long before it gets old (as do the players and fans 
and writers who lived those unforgettable Cup runs). 

Both teams — and both fan bases — desperately want to put the past in 
the past by creating something just as special in the present. And both 
teams are learning just how special those teams truly were, because 
they’re learning just how difficult it is to replicate it. 

It’s easy to sit in a bar in Chicago and be envious of the Kings, who have 
been the Next Big Thing for a few years now. A year and a half ago, The 
Athletic tabbed their prospect pool as the best in the league — for the 
second straight season. And they were replenishing that pipeline and 
building for the future while still holding onto a resurgent Anze Kopitar, 
Drew Doughty and Jonathan Quick, lending hope to the idea that Kane 
and Jonathan Toews could be rebuilt around, rather than discarded in a 
youth movement. 

Knee and wrist injuries derailed a throwback season for Doughty last 
year, but offseason signings of perennial Selke Trophy candidate Phillip 
Danault and scoring winger Viktor Arvidsson resulted in a spirited seven-
game loss to the Oilers in the first round last spring, seeming to herald 
the Kings’ revival. They were on their way back at last. 

Instead, they’re a middling 8-6-1 heading into Thursday’s rematch with 
the Blackhawks in downtown Los Angeles. Quinton Byfield, the No. 2 
pick in 2020, has shown flashes of what made him such a tantalizing 
prospect but has five goals in 54 career games (he has missed seven 
straight games with an undisclosed illness). Quick has come back to 
Earth at age 36 with a .897 save percentage, even after a 1-0 shutout of 
the Wild on Tuesday night. It’s early, sure, and the Kings look far from 
bad. They’re certainly in a better position than the Blackhawks are. But 
the Kings look nowhere close to being a true contender, even after all 
these years doing the rebuild “the right way.” 

It’s just so incredibly difficult to build a contender. It takes so much time, 
so much draft capital, and so much luck. Like recent Blackhawks 
opponents Detroit (another team that’s eager to turn the corner at last 
after finding progress far less linear than they would have liked) and 
Buffalo (which finally seems to be coming into its own, but only after 11 
years of walking in the wilderness), the Kings are a cautionary tale to all 
those who say bottoming out is the only way back to contention. This is 
the good rebuild. And this is taking forever. And this still might not ever 
amount to much. 

Look around the league and for every Colorado and Tampa Bay, there 
are countless teams going nowhere slowly. 

You can look at the red-hot New Jersey Devils and see the fifth-youngest 
roster in the league led by Nico Hischier (No. 1 pick in 2017) and Jack 
Hughes (No. 1 pick in 2019) as their top two centers and use it as proof 
that tanking is the only way back to success. But it’s taken 10 miserable 
seasons during which they’ve won exactly one game in exactly one 
playoff appearance to get to this point, to finally have hope. 

You can then look at Byfield’s minimal contributions in Los Angeles, with 
2014 No. 29 pick Adrian Kempe and 2017 No. 11 pick Gabriel Vilardi 
flanking the 35-year-old Kopitar on the top line and use it as proof that 
draft scouting is just as important as draft position. After all, Ottawa — 
finally expected to take a big step back toward contention after five years 
of amassing picks and prospects by never even sniffing the postseason 
— is in free-fall despite having a No. 3 pick (Tim Stützle) and a No. 4 pick 
(Brady Tkachuk) on its top line. 

As brilliant as Connor Bedard and Adam Fantilli and Matvei Michkov 
appear to be, it takes more than one superstar to turn a team around. 
Ask the Edmonton Oilers, who are in Year 9 of Leon Draisaitl (No. 3 pick) 
and Year 8 of Connor McDavid (No. 1 pick and the last Bedard-like prize 
for tanking) and are still trying to establish themselves as a truly elite 
team. 

The point? There’s certainly no easy path back to contention, but there’s 
also not even a clear path, an established path, a surefire path. Lose all 
you want, it might just breed more losing, as it did in Buffalo and 
Edmonton for so long. Try to retool on the fly and you might get stuck in 
the league’s mushy middle for a generation like Vancouver. Go for it 
every year no matter what your roster looks like and seek shortcuts 
through free agency, and you become Philadelphia. 

It takes nearly perfect roster-building to become a champion, or even a 
contender. And it almost always takes so long. 

What the Blackhawks did to earn that golden age from 2010-2015 was 
astonishing in hindsight. It took general manager Mike Smith finding 
Duncan Keith in the second round in 2002, then Brent Seabrook, Corey 
Crawford and Dustin Byfuglien in the same pool in 2003 — none of them 
top-10 picks, only one of them (Seabrook at No. 14) even a first-rounder. 
There’s the draft savvy. Then it took the next GM, Dale Tallon, 
maximizing his misery by turning miserable seasons into Toews (No. 3 in 
2006) and Kane (No. 1 in 2007, thanks to a massive stroke of luck in the 
draft lottery, which the Blackhawks had the eighth-best odds to win) to 
kick things into overdrive. Then Tallon turbocharged things by adding the 
likes of Brian Campbell and Marián Hossa in free agency. 

Had the Blackhawks whiffed on those 2002 and 2003 drafts, or had 
Hossa chosen to stay in Detroit, those top-three picks of Toews and 
Kane probably wouldn’t have their names on the Stanley Cup once, let 
alone three times. Not only was it a perfect confluence of savvy and good 
fortune, it took eight long years to come to fruition. 

Had the Kings not hit on Dustin Brown and Kopitar outside the top 10, or 
had they not parlayed a 43-point season into Drew Doughty at No. 2 (one 
season after squandering a 41-point season on Thomas Hickey at No. 4), 
or had they not added consummate winner Justin Williams at the 2009 
deadline, or Jeff Carter at the 2012 deadline, or Marián Gáborík at the 
2014 deadline, they’d still be searching for the franchise’s first 
championship. 

When you look back on how those two titans were built, you realize how 
delicate a process it is, and you wonder if it’ll ever happen again. 

The Blackhawks are finally, after years of the reckless and perhaps 
desperate Flyers model, doing it “the right way,” the long way. You can 
take issue with trading 24-year-old Alex DeBrincat and 21-year-old Kirby 
Dach and letting 25-year-old Dylan Strome and 26-year-old Dominik 
Kubalik walk — many of us do — but GM Kyle Davidson is playing the 
long game, hoping a Bedard or Fantilli can jumpstart things next year 
(and knowing DeBrincat, Dach, Strome and Kubalik likely wouldn’t have 
allowed them a chance to draft one of them). They have a coach in Luke 
Richardson who is fostering a team identity with which speed and hustle 
can trump talent. They have high-end prospects whom they think can 
form a future championship core with centers Lukas Reichel and Frank 
Nazar and defenseman Kevin Korchinski. And they have valuable assets 
in Kane and Toews, whether they decide to deal them for more picks, as 
most expect, or to use them to usher in the next wave, as the Kings are 
doing. 

They have hope. And that’s something, at least. 

But that’s all it is, hope. Because nothing is guaranteed in hockey. Well, 
other than Pearl Jam at the United Center and halcyon memories and 
warm fuzzy feelings when the Blackhawks square off against the Kings. 

“You have to think about how much these two teams have changed since 
the days when we used to play each other in the playoffs, and there was 
so much of a rivalry,” Toews said after scoring the overtime winner 
against the Kings last week. “Both teams looked at each other as 
measuring sticks of success in 2010 or whatever it was.” 

Or whatever it was. That’s just how long ago it was. 
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Wild gameday: Kraken has won five in a row, including shutout at Xcel 

 

Chris Miller 

5-6 minutes 11/11/2022 

 

Wild update: They beat Anaheim 4-1 on Wednesday and in the process 
ended a scoreless streak of 159 minutes. ... Forwards Ryan Hartman and 
Brandon Duhaime are out because of upper-body injuries. ... F Marcus 
Foligno could return from an upper-body injury. ... Rookie D Calen 
Addison is tied for the team lead with eight assists but is also a team-
worst -9. ... W Kirill Kaprizov has 10 goals, third in the NHL. ... They are 
tied for sixth in the league with a 26.7 power play percentage but 20th in 
scoring (2.92 goals per game). 

Kraken update: Seattle has a five-game win streak and is off to an 8-4-2 
start, the fifth best record in the league. ... G Martin Jones, who shut out 
the Wild 4-0 last week at Xcel, has a 2.45 goals-against average and 
.907 saves percentage. ... W Andre Burakovsky (4-9-13) leads the 
Kraken in scoring after coming over from Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado and getting a five-year, $27.5 million contract. ... F Joonas 
Donskoi (upper body) and G Philipp Grubauer (lower body) are out. 
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Wild star Kirill Kaprizov was ‘well rested’ and ‘very motivated’ after 
ejection 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 10/11/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Leave it to star winger Kirill Kaprizov to bust the Wild 
out of their scoring slump. 

After avoiding suspension, getting a $5,000 fine instead for roughing 
Kings defenseman Drew Doughty on Tuesday, Kaprizov scored a pair of 
goals Wednesday night as the Wild earned a  4-1 win over the Ducks. 
His first goal helped the Wild snap a goal drought that spanned nearly 
160 minutes of regulation. 

“It’s been frustrating for a team that usually scores a lot of goals,” said 
goaltender Filip Gustavsson, who made 31 saves  for the Wild against 
the Ducks. “It was a big relief.” 

Kaprizov’s performance didn’t surprise anyone on the Wild roster. Not 
after he got ejected from Tuesday night’s game in Los Angeles, a 1-0 
loss to the Kings. 

“He was very motivated, I think, with everything that went on last night,” 
coach Dean Evason said. “He was definitely ready to play.” 

The ejection came when Kaprizov swung his stick at Doughty following a 
physical play behind the net. Though it’s highly unlikely that Kaprizov was 
actually trying to use his stick as a weapon, he made contact with 
Doughty’s face in the process. That was enough for the officials to 
assess a match penalty, and Kaprizov left the game with nearly 25 
minutes left in regulation. 

The good news for the Wild is that provided Kaprizov with some extra 
time to catch his breath. As defenseman Matt Dumba joked, Kaprizov 
looked “well rested” during the game against the Ducks. That allowed 
him to step up when the Wild needed him most. 

“That’s what all-stars do,” said winger Joseph Cramarossa, who recently 
got called up from the minors. “He’s amazing. I hear a bunch of ‘wows’ 
every game I’ve been here. Just a great player.” 

As the game progressed, the Ducks started to take liberties with 
Kaprizov, perhaps trying to goad him into doing something like he did the 
night before in Los Angeles. Whenever something like that happened, 
though, various Wild players came to Kaprizov’s defense before anything 
escalted. 

“We had a nice discussion on that as well as a group,” Evason said. “Our 
message was that we stick up for every guy on our team. That’s what this 
group has always done. We did it here tonight, and we have to continue 
to do that.” 

There’s no sense in having Kaprizov fight those battles, even if he’s more 
than willing to do it. 

No, the Wild are at their best when Kaprizov is on the ice, absorbing 
contact and letting his play doing his talking. 

“He’s going to make plays and find a way to find the back of the net,” 
Dumba said. “That’s what he expects out of himself. That’s what we’ve 
gotten used to. Sometimes we take it for granted. He’s an awesome 
player.” 
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