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Recap: Canes Come Up Short In Colorado, 4-1 

Staal scores the lone goal for Carolina 

By Walt Ruff 

DENVER, CO. - The Carolina Hurricanes moved to 9-5-1 on 
the season Saturday after falling to the Colorado Avalanche 
by a score of 4-1.  

The Story 

The first 40 minutes of the contest were riddled with 
penalties, as each side was afforded four power play 
opportunities. 

Fittingly enough the game's first goal came with Colorado on 
the man advantage, although it made its way by Antti Raanta 
in an atypical fashion. Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar 
put a shot on from the point and while it missed the net, it 
jumped off of the Ball Arena glass, off of the back of the 
Canes goaltender and into the net behind him. 

3:22 later Makar capitalized again, extending the home 
team's lead to 2-0 in the first period. 

Carolina was unable to make good on their man advantage 
tries but Raanta remained a bright spot for the team as the 
game progressed. Similar to Wednesday night in Florida, the 
33-year-old made a slew of timely stops to keep his team's 
deficit at just two. 

In the back half of the second period the Canes finally broke 
through Colorado netminder Pavel Francouz, courtesy of a 
beautiful connection between Jordan Martinook and Jordan 
Staal. 

The second in as many games for the Canes captain brought 
them within one but that was as close as they would get the 
rest of the way. 

In the third period Nathan MacKinnon put home a two-on-
one feed from Mikko Rantanen, who factored in on all of his 
team's four goals, to go up 3-1. Then defenseman Josh 
Manson hit the empty net to close out the victory. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour giving his assessment of how the contest 
went... 

"It was a tough game. I didn't like our start. We gave them 
two goals in the first and then we were chasing the game. 
They're too good of a team to give them two. I thought after 
that the game was pretty even. Our power play stunk. It was 
good, actually, early. We just didn't connect. Then that one in 
the third we needed to be good and we didn't do a good job 
there. Tough game overall. We need everyone going, 
especially playing against this team and we didn't have that 
tonight." 

Jordan Staal offering his thoughts... 

"You have to tip your cap to them. I thought they played well 
and we didn't. We didn't get to our game. We got hemmed in 
our end too much, took to many penalties and our power 
play wasn't good enough. Special teams battles, it's hard to 
win the game if you don't win that. I thought five-on-five was 
sporadic, not taking over the game - the style we normally 
play." 

Jordan Martinook on if he felt the team was getting to the 
way they needed to play... 

"I thought we were starting to build [our game] in the third. 
They scored their third goal and the wind kind of came out of 
our sails. We were only down two. We needed to keep 
pushing and keep pushing and we didn't have the push we 
needed after we got scored on, that's for sure." 

Bonus Notes 

 Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen was placed on 
injured reserve Saturday afternoon, retroactive to 
Thursday, November 10. #86 suffered an upper-
body injury in the team's win over Edmonton earlier 
this week. As a result, forward Stefan Noesen 
skated on a line with Sebastian Aho and Martin 
Necas. 

 Antti Raanta finished with 24 stops on 27 shots 
against. His record on the year moves to 3-2-1. 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to travel to Chicago post-game and 
then have an off day Sunday. They'll then return to game 
action Monday night against the Blackhawks.
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Rantanen has goal, three assists, Avalanche defeat Hurricanes 

Makar scores twice, Francouz makes 24 saves for first win of 
season 

By Ryan Boulding 

DENVER -- Mikko Rantanen had a goal and three assists, 
and the Colorado Avalanche defeated the Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-1 at Ball Arena on Saturday. 

Rantanen has 14 points (seven goals, seven assists) during 
a five-game point streak 

"He was great," Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. 
"Physical, hard on pucks, playing with guys on his back, 
making plays forehand and backhand. I thought he was 
fantastic tonight." 

Cale Makar scored twice, and Nathan MacKinnon had a goal 
and an assist for the Avalanche (8-4-1), who have won four 
in a row. Pavel Francouz made 24 saves for his first win of 
the season (fourth start). 

The Avalanche were playing without forwards Gabriel 
Landeskog (knee surgery), Darren Helm (lower body), Shane 
Bowers (upper body), and Valeri Nichushkin (ankle surgery), 
and defensemen Bowen Byram (lower body) and Samuel 
Girard (lower body). 

"[The Hurricanes] make it difficult for you to move the puck, 
but the scoring chances we gave up tonight, I would say … 
were probably the best of the year so far," Bednar said. "I 
thought our guys were really focused. I think, with the guys 
you have out of the lineup, knowing how deep [the 
Hurricanes] are, that you couldn't have any passengers. And 
we need a lot from a lot of guys, and I thought they gave it to 
us." 

Jordan Staal scored, and Antti Raanta made 24 saves for the 
Hurricanes (9-5-1), who have lost three of their past four 
games. 

"We need everyone really going, especially playing against 
this team, and we didn't have that tonight," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "It was a tough game. I didn't like our 
start. We gave them two goals in the first [period] and you're 
just chasing the game. Too good of a team to give them two. 
I thought, really, after that the game was pretty even." 

Makar gave Colorado a 1-0 lead at 14:29 of the first period 
during a power play when his point shot bounced off the 
glass before going in off the left skate of Raanta. 

"I thought it went right through [Artturi Lehkonen's] arm, kind 
of. Or he sucked in his gut, kind of let it go by him," Makar 
said. "Just a good bounce off the glass kind of, I guess" 

Makar extended the lead to 2-0 at 17:51, scoring from the 
right face-off circle. 

Staal cut it to 2-1 when he one-touched a Jordan Martinook 
saucer pass at 13:55 of the second period. 

"Just hounding pucks and playing in their end and wearing 
teams down is what we're trying to do out there, and it's nice 
to be rewarded with some offense as well," Staal said. 
"We're going to try to keep building on that.  

"Down one going into the third [period], obviously, yeah, we 
had an opportunity there to kind of push the first two periods 
behind us and just go and try to win a game, and clearly we 
didn't pull that off. A couple mistakes, and obviously their top 
players can make you pay quick, and that was the story 
tonight." 

MacKinnon made it 3-1 at 4:17 of the third period, scoring off 
a dot-to-dot pass on a 2-on-1 with Rantanen. 

"He's an incredible player, and obviously he brings it every 
single night," Makar said of MacKinnon. "He's obviously 
making a lot of plays, and he put it through the five-hole, 
straight through, tonight." 

Rantanen scored an empty-net goal at 17:50 for the 4-1 final. 

NOTES: Avalanche defenseman Kurtis MacDermid left in the 
first period with a lower-body injury. There was no update 
after the game. … Makar scored his 50th NHL goal in his 
191st game, the fourth-fewest needed to reach the mark 
among defensemen in League history, behind Phil Housley 
(148 games), Ray Bourque (170 games) and Denis Potvin 
(185 games). It was also his 50th multipoint game, passing 
John-Michael Liles for the third-most among defensemen in 
Avalanche history. Sandis Ozolinsh is first with 63, and 
Tyson Barrie is second with 57. … MacKinnon has 13 points 
(one goal, 12 assists) during a five-game point streak. … 
Colorado defenseman Devon Toews had an assist to extend 
his point streak to five games (one goal, six assists).
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Dynamic defenseman Makar scores twice, Avs beat ’Canes 4-1 

By Pat Graham 

DENVER (AP) — Cale Makar scored twice in a 3:22 span 
during the first period, Mikko Rantanen turned in a four-point 
performance and the Colorado Avalanche beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-1 on Saturday night for their fourth straight win. 

Nathan MacKinnon also scored, while Rantanen added an 
empty-net goal to go with three assists. Pavel Francouz 
stopped 24 shots for his first victory of the season.  

The Big Three of MacKinnon, Rantanen and Makar are 
coming up big for the injury-riddled Avalanche. 

“I don’t think it has to just be us,” Makar said. “We obviously 
want to step up and make sure that we’re doing the things 
right to help our team win every single night.” 

Makar’s early goal spurt staked Colorado to a 2-0 lead. On 
his first score, the dynamic defenseman sent a shot over the 
net that hit the glass and caromed back over the goal, where 
Antti Raanta’s left skate knocked it in. Makar didn’t even see 
it go in, he acknowledged. 

On his second, Makar took a pass from Rantanen and sent a 
liner by Raanta. 

“There are certain nights where he (Makar) finds a way to 
make a play at the right time and chip in for us,” Avalanche 
coach Jared Bednar said.  

Makar reached the 50-goal mark in his 191st game. Since 
1943-44, only three defensemen have attained that mark 
faster: Phil Housley (148 games), Ray Bourque (170) and 
Denis Potvin (185), according to NHL Stats. 

Jordan Staal scored for the Hurricanes, while Raanta 
finished with 24 saves. Raanta turned in a nifty play when he 
skated way out of his net to prevent a breakaway attempt 
from Logan O’Connor.  

Really, though, the game boiled down to special teams, 
where the Hurricanes were 0 for 5 on the power play. 

“Tip your cap to them. They played well and we didn’t,” Staal 
said. “We didn’t get to our game and we got hemmed in a 
little bit too much, too many penalties and the power play, it 
wasn’t good enough.”  

The Avalanche and Hurricanes meet again Thursday in 
Carolina. The teams split the series last season, with the 
home team winning each contest. 

THIS & THAT 

Carolina D Calvin de Haan slammed hard into the boards on 
a big hit from Rantanen late in the first period. He later 
returned. ... Rantanen has registered at least a point in five 
straight games.  

BIG MAC 

MacKinnon scored only his fourth goal this season — and 
first since Oct. 22 — but is tied for first in the league with 19 
assists. 

“He’s an incredible player and obviously he brings it every 
single night so I have no issues with him not scoring many 
goals right now,” Makar said. “He’s obviously making a lot of 
plays.” 

INJURY BUG 

Add rookie Shane Bowers to Colorado’ expanding injury list 
after he suffered an upper-body injury on the third shift of his 
NHL debut Thursday. Bowers will be sidelined approximately 
six weeks, coach Jared Bednar said.  

The Avalanche are already missing forwards Gabriel 
Landeskog (knee), Valeri Nichushkin (ankle) and Darren 
Helm (lower body), along with defensemen Bowen Byram 
and Samuel Girard due to lower-body injuries. Another 
defenseman, Kurtis MacDermid, suffered a lower-body injury 
the first period against Carolina. 

“In the room, doesn’t matter who’s in, who’s out, who we 
have in the lineup, just go try and execute and compete and 
get wins,” Avalanche forward J.T. Compher said. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Chicago on Monday night. 

Avalanche: Finish a three-game homestand Monday against 
St. Louis.
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Hurricanes' Teräväinen goes to IR with upper-body injury 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teräväinen has been 
placed on the injured reserve with an upper-body injury, the 
team confirmed Saturday. 

The first-line forward left a Nov. 10 game against the 
Edmonton Oilers after putting up two assists in what ended 
up as a 7-2 rout for the Hurricanes. 

Teräväinen had zero goals and seven assists across 14 
games, and was a plus-3. Stefan Noesen is expected to 
move up into Teräväinen's place.

  

 

 

Canes buried by Avalanche in Colorado 

The Carolina Hurricanes came up flat Saturday night in 
Denver, as the Avalanche beat the Canes 4-1.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a mile-high loss in 
Colorado Saturday night, as the Avalanche’s best players led 
the way to a 4-1 win for the home team in Ball Arena.  

The defending cup champs got two first-period goals from 
Cale Makar and a third-period insurance goal from Nathan 
MacKinnon, as Carolina didn’t quite have enough offensively 
to stick with the Avalanche. The Canes’ lone goal came from 
Jordan Staal in the middle frame, while Mikko Rantanen 
scored an empty netter to cap off a four-point night.  

Antti Raanta, despite the goals against, had a solid night in 
net, stopping 24 of 27 shots faced and making some really 
great saves to keep the Canes close throughout the night. 
Pavel Francouz got his first win of the season in his fourth try 
of the year, stopping 21 of 22 shots faced.  

The power play was, once again, a major issue for the 
Hurricanes, as Carolina went 0 for 5 with an extra man. And 
beyond just the scoreless mark, the power play was just flat-
out bad. The Avalanche led in scoring chances 4-1 during all 
of Carolina’s power plays combined.  

The first period was relatively even in everything but the 
score, as the Canes didn’t play bad by any means but found 
themselves down 2-0 at the end of the opening 20.  

The first tally for Makar came on the power play following an 
Andrei Svechnikov roughing. Makar fired well wide from the 

point, but the puck caromed off the board, over the net, off 
the skate of Raanta and into the back of the net. It was a 
weird goal and one that certainly wasn’t the result of poor 
play from the Canes.  

Makar made it 2-0 later in the first on a weird sequence, 
which featured a should-have-been-boarding against 
Rantanen on Calvin de Haan that kept the puck alive for the 
Avalanche. Rantanen got the puck and passed across to 
Makar, who put it past Raanta with a delayed penalty coming 
against the Canes.  

All in all, the Canes played relatively even with the 
Avalanche throughout the course of the first period, and were 
overwhelmingly better 5-on-5, but were down 2-0.  

After a whole bunch of penalties but no power play goals for 
either team for most of the second period, the Canes cut the 
Colorado lead to 2-1 thanks to a great little connection 
between Jordan Martinook and Staal. Martinook made a 
fantastic play to stay patient and feed Staal at just the right 
time, and the captain poked home the goal to get the Canes 
on the scoreboard.  

After Carolina had a few decent looks at tying the game early 
in the third period, Colorado bumped the lead back to two 
goals thanks to MacKinnon. Rantanen picked up his third 
primary assist of the evening, slotting one across to 
MacKinnon for the quick wrister past Raanta to make it 3-1. 
Rantanen added a full-ice empty netter late.  

The Canes will be back in action Monday night in Chicago.
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Wolves Can’t Tame Wild In 5-2 Defeat 

ROSEMONT, Ill. – Logan Lambdin and Griffin Mendel scored 
their first American Hockey League goals but they weren’t 
enough as the Chicago Wolves fell to the Iowa Wild 5-2 on 
Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Iowa got goals from Nick Swaney, Kevin Conley, Nic Petan, 
Sammy Walker and goaltender Jesper Wallstedt to defeat 
the Wolves in the first of 10 meetings between the teams this 
season. 

Lambdin and Mendel became the third and fourth Wolves 
players in the last two games to record their first AHL goals 
as Chicago deals with a spate of injuries. 

“The guys that we’ve called up are doing a good job,” Wolves 
coach Brock Sheahan said. “They’re giving us good minutes 
and some of our younger guys are stepping up. It’s good 
experience for them. I think this is going to help us down the 
road. Obviously, it would be nice to get a result when you 
feel like you deserve it, but Iowa is a good team and you 
can’t give it the chances we gave up.” 

The Wild jumped to a 1-0 lead 32 seconds into the game on 
Swaney’s goal before Lambdin knotted it at 1-1 later in the 
opening period. The winger took a pass from Anttoni Honka 
and fired a wrist shot from the slot past Wallstedt. The assist 

gave Honka a team-leading eight and he paces Chicago in 
points this season with nine. 

The Wild answered back on the next shift on a goal by 
Conley and extended the lead midway through the second 
period on Petan’s score. 

Walker’s power-play goal early in the third made it 4-1 before 
Mendel found the back of the net for the first time this 
season. The defenseman’s long shot eluded Wallstedt. 

Iowa put the capper on the game when netminder Wallstedt 
scored while the Wild were shorthanded. 

Zachary Sawchenko (12 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Wallstedt (37 saves) earned the win for 
Iowa. 

Next up: The Wolves will host Milwaukee (3 p.m., AHLTV; 
NHL Network). It will be Family Sunday and Player Poster 
Giveaway at Allstate Arena. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-come-up-short-in-colorado-4-1/c-337518630 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-colorado-avalanche-game-recap/c-337505014 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-colorado-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-329e13306e5b4a34ba8422d9b6261af2 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/jets-lamenting-inability-to-cash-in-on-power-play-after-loss-to-flames/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/12/23455642/canes-buried-by-avalanche-in-colorado 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/12/wolves-cant-tame-wild-in-5-2-defeat/ 
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‘Dads Trip’ brings out ‘a little bit of a hockey nerd’ in the fathers of 
Chicago Blackhawks players 

 

Phil Thompson 

5-7 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Chicago Blackhawks forward Colin Blackwell knew 
his dad, Jim, who was his youth hockey coach growing up, would 
appreciate getting to peek behind the curtain to see what really goes on 
in the day-to-day life of the NHL. 

“He says there’s a lot of food involved,” Blackwell told the Tribune after 
Friday’s practice at the Honda Center in Anaheim, Calif. 

“It’s been a lot of fun, certainly a lot of food,” Jim said later. 

The Hawks invited players’ fathers to the team’s road swing through Los 
Angeles and Anaheim, Calif. The annual “Father and Son Road Trip,” or 
“Dads Trip” for short, had been postponed a couple of seasons because 
of the pandemic. 

But the roster has turned over quite a bit recently, so a lot of dads — 
including Juhjar Khaira’s father, Sukhjinder, and Taylor Raddysh’s father, 
Darren — are newcomers. 

“It’s really just (attending) meetings and (seeing) how detail-oriented a lot 
of them are from other teams’ systems,” Blackwell said. “He’s a pretty 
knowledgeable hockey guy, but (he didn’t know) some of the modern-day 
lingo, something that he might not have said or done when he was 
coaching me growing up. 

“So just being part of those meetings, from penalty kill and how some of 
those systems are set up to try to shut down the other team’s best 
players … There’s a lot of cool things that I think, as a little bit of a 
hockey nerd, he loves that.” 

Jim Blackwell concurred. 

“That’s the best part of it,” he said. “Having been a part of his life early 
on, coaching, this is where I feel the most comfortable: underneath the 
rink, not up in the stands, just in the locker room, looking at the 
equipment, just being a part of everything that is their daily life.” 

“Having been a part of his life early on, coaching, this is where I feel the 
most comfortable.” 

Colin Blackwell, who’s in his first season with the Hawks, said Jim 
attended dads trips in the minors, but “we weren’t doing charters and 
stuff along those lines like this, so it’s a little bit different hospitality, and 
they treated us really well.” 

And walking alongside some more recognizable dads — namely Patrick 
Kane Sr. and Bryan Toews — brings attention too. 

“Last night was a blast to be up in the suites with all the dads wearing our 
jerseys,” Jim said of the game against the Los Angeles Kings. “And even 
walking around there’s 50 of us or so, we were embraced by other 
Chicago fans that were in the stands last night. There were quite a few 
other red jerseys. I was thrilled to see that. 

“I’m more behind-the-scenes fun. But it was fun to be treated like a 
celebrity to come in on the bus to go underneath, to take the elevator up 
to the suite.” 

Blackhawks coach Luke Richardson didn’t say it outright but he likely 
wants to make sure all the fathers see their sons on the ice between the 
two games. 

“We’d like to get everybody a chance to play on a special trip like this,” 
he said. “I know it’s professional hockey and it’s business, but 
everybody’s been deserving.” 

Khaira and defenseman Filip Roos were back in for Saturday’s game 
against the Ducks. 

Said Richardson of the dads: “They’re a pretty fun group and they seem 
to get along. It’s almost like our team does. A lot of respect for all their 
families and how they’re raised. You can see it. 

“But I’ve met Raddysh’s dad a couple times because he lives in my 
building,” Richardson laughed. “So I ran into him before the trip.” 

Some dads, such as Kane’s father, are old hats at this trip. 

“He’s kind of spoiled, he gets fathers trips all the time.” 

“He’s kind of spoiled, he gets fathers trips all the time,” Kane said. “He 
likes going on the road and seeing some different arenas.” 

Kane said he appreciates having his father there. 

“It’s fun because I know how much he loves hockey and obviously enjoys 
it,” Kane said. “Always like spending time with my dad, too. It’s been a 
little bit difficult the last couple of years ... so it’s always nice to get 
together with him and spend some time with him, especially when it’s just 
you and him, one-on-one time.” 

Of course, not every player could have his father there. 

Caleb and Seth Jones’ father, Ronald “Popeye” Jones, is an assistant 
coach with the Denver Nuggets, who were playing the Celtics in Boston. 

Popeye and Caleb will both be in Chicago on Sunday when the Bulls play 
host to the Nuggets, but game-day demands make it difficult to connect 
in person during the overlapping NHL and NBA seasons. 

“We’ll text every once in a while or he’ll see if one of us had a good 
game,” Caleb Jones said. “Or if he watches the game he’ll send a text 
and let us know how he’s doing and we’ll respond to him. 

“But it’s kind of tough with the identical schedules, and maybe one day 
one of these father’s trips will line up (where) he’s playing on the road 
somewhere the same time like last year a few times. … But we’ve kind of 
gotten used to it.” 

Still, Jones still gets something out of the trip. 
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“Actually it’s been fun,” he said. “I’ve gotten to talk to some guys’ dads 
and get to know some people, so I’ve enjoyed it. But it obviously would 
be nice to have him here.” 
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Jarred Tinordi sparks Blackhawks’ rally past Ducks 

 

Ben Pope 

3-3 minutes 11/13/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — There’s something in the Honda Center ice that 
gives Jarred Tinordi an extra spark. 

For the second year in a row, Tinordi took a shot from the left point just 
inside the left-side blue line in Anaheim, had it deflect flukily off a Ducks 
defender and past Ducks goalie Anthony Stolarz. 

When it happened in January, it gave the Rangers a third-period lead 
they never relinquished. And when it happened Saturday, it gave the 
Blackhawks a lead with 2:42 left that they preserved for a 3-2 win. 

“Maybe it’s the building that’s got me some good vibes out there,” Tinordi 
joked. 

The journeyman defenseman doubled his previous NHL career goal total 
with two strikes Saturday, and the first one was actually far more 
impressive than the second. Uncharacteristically racing behind the 
Ducks’ defense, Tinordi received a well-placed Max Domi pass and 
deked around Stolarz to give the Hawks life in the first period. 

That goal completely turned the momentum of the game, which had 
started out completely slanted in the Ducks’ favor. The hosts had raced 
out to a 2-0 lead with a 15-1 shots advantage as the Hawks looked 
inexcusably slow and weak from the opening faceoff. 

“[Tinordi] had a great game for us,” coach Luke Richardson said. “He 
was the only one that was really into the game, other than our 
goaltender, early on. We got our feet under us [when] that goal kinda got 
us some momentum.” 

The Hawks’ pair of Swedes, goaltender Arvid Soderblom and 
defenseman Filip Roos, both also delivered strong performances to help 
the Hawks’ contingent of dads witness a win — the Hawks’ first in 
regulation since Oct. 25.  

Roos scored his first career goal to tie the game in the second period. 
Soderblom continued his fantastic autumn by stopping 39 of 41 shots, 
including a massive save on a 3-on-1 rush shortly before Tinordi’s go-
ahead goal. 

“You never want to start the game down 2-0,” Tinordi said. “If you can get 
one after that, it gets you feeling good, gets you moving in the right 
direction... We really picked our game up heading into the third period, 
and that’s what we really needed.” 
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Jonathan Toews’ one-day-at-a-time mentality now ‘more by choice’ 

 

Ben Pope 

4-5 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — During the Blackhawks’ playoff series of yesteryear, 
the intensity of the situations forced captain Jonathan Toews to take 
things one game at a time. 

Those runs are history now, but Toews has readopted that mentality — a 
cliché, yes, but an applicable one in this case — this season. He 
mentions it on a near-daily basis, and he has taken time to reflect more 
than he did before on what it truly entails. 

‘‘It’s nothing new, but I definitely feel a new ability to sink into what that 
actually means: to feel [things] out and literally just be where you are,’’ he 
said. ‘‘Yeah, in those big games in the playoff runs, the pressure puts you 
there, and you have no choice but to focus on the next play and the next 
shift. But now it’s definitely a little bit more by choice.’’ 

The approach seems to be working. Toews unquestionably has been the 
Hawks’ best forward so far this season. 

Visually, he looks more confident, stronger, faster and better-positioned 
than he has in years. Statistically, he entered the game Saturday against 
the Ducks tied with Patrick Kane for the team scoring lead with 10 points, 
well ahead of all his teammates with seven goals and fourth in the NHL 
with a 62.0% winning percentage on faceoffs. 

He said it has been ‘‘really nice’’ to see his hard work rewarded with 
production this fall, unlike last fall. Toews was still almost a month away 
from his first goal of the season on this date last year. 

‘‘The irony is the results are coming because I’m really not worried about 
that at all,’’ he said. ‘‘I’m just focused on the process and making plays 
and not letting my mind get ahead of itself at all. 

‘‘When you start getting to nine or 10 games without scoring a goal, you 
tend to start focusing more energy on things you shouldn’t think about 
when you’re in that moment where you’re about to get a scoring chance. 
And if you overthink it, you just take yourself right out of what you should 
be doing, which is feeling your way through it and trusting that your body 
knows how to make the play and score a goal in those situations.’’ 

Mitchell activated 

The Hawks on Friday activated defenseman Ian Mitchell off injured 
reserve, indicating he has healed fully from his wrist issue. 

But Mitchell, 23, subsequently was sent down to Rockford of the 
American Hockey League, where he will be able to ease back into a 
playing rhythm and will have to earn his way back to the NHL roster. 

He’ll need to do so before time runs out on this make-or-break season for 
him. 

Richardson on top 

At the end of a lighthearted optional practice Friday, coach Luke 
Richardson, as well as the rest of the coaching staff and the nine players 
participating, took part in a circle passing game dubbed ‘‘king of the hill’’ 
at center ice. 

In the end, Richardson beat all his players and assistants to win the 
game. His trash talk afterward was priceless. 

‘‘[Defenseman Filip] Roos wasn’t happy with his exit, and he wanted to 
play again,’’ Richardson said. ‘‘I said: ‘There’s only one king. How many 
kings are there in Sweden? There’s one king. So we’re not playing 
again.’ They talked me into playing again, but there still only is one king.’’ 

Richardson also joked that everyone owed him $100. Forward Jujhar 
Khaira responded by waving a $100 bill in his face in the locker room. 
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Blackhawks need offensive spark to make excellent goaltending matter 

 

Ben Pope 

5-7 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Blackhawks’ goaltending this season has been 
shockingly good. 

Whether it’s Petr Mrazek, Alex Stalock or Arvid Soderblom, the Hawks 
have gotten consistently stellar performances in net on a nightly basis. 
Considering the goalie unit appeared to be the shakiest of any roster 
group entering the season, the success — even amid a plague of injuries 
— has been remarkable. 

But the Hawks have lost six of their last seven games anyway, and that’s 
almost entirely because their offense has underperformed as much as 
their goalies have overperformed. 

In 5-on-5 play this season, the Hawks are averaging 45.0 shot attempts, 
24.4 shots on goal, 20.8 scoring chances and 1.68 goals per 60 minutes. 
They rank last in the NHL in the latter two categories and second-to-last 
(ahead of only the Coyotes) in the first two. 

Their offensive weaknesses have only worsened in November. Over four 
games this month, they’ve scored just four goals — including only one 
during 5-on-5 play. They’ve averaged 44.1 shot attempts, 22.9 shots on 
goal and 20.8 scoring chances per 60 games — last in the league in 
every regard. 

That pattern continued Thursday in a 2-1 overtime loss to the Kings in 
which the Hawks scored only on Taylor Raddysh’s power-play strike and 
mustered just 29 shot attempts, 14 shots on goal and nine scoring 
chances in 45 minutes of 5-on-5 action. 

“We just held onto pucks maybe a little too long,” coach Luke Richardson 
said Friday. “We talked about it, and we tried to get pucks off a little 
faster in the second half of the game. We just have to bear down.” 

In the third period, Richardson flipped Philipp Kurashev onto the first line 
with Patrick Kane and Max Domi and moved Andreas Athanasiou onto 
the second line with Raddysh and Jonathan Toews. That provided a little 
spark, but small personnel shifts can only do so much. It’s also unclear if 
those line changes will remain in effect Saturday against the Ducks. 

Then again, the Hawks’ inability to score might be a result of defensive 
woes as much as offensive ones. When one team has possession, the 
other certainly isn’t getting any shot attempts or scoring chances, and the 
Kings enjoyed a king’s share of possession time Thursday. The Hawks 
were repeatedly pinned into their defensive zone for several minutes 
without respite. 

Only because of Mrazek did that imbalance not translate to the 
scoreboard. The Czech veteran stopped 31 of 33 shots in his return from 
a groin injury, pulling off some heroic saves in the waning minutes of both 
the second and third periods. 

“I saw the puck early on really well,” Mrazek said. “[After] the first few 
saves — especially a breakaway early in the first period — when you 
stop that, you feel even more confident, you feel better in there.” 

Added Richardson: [Mrazek] gave us some inspiration. Guys really battle 
for him. He’s a character guy in the dressing room, and they love him. He 
gave us a chance to stay in that game where, at times, we really didn’t 
deserve to in the second period. . . . We owe him a point for that one.” 

Mrazek admitted he wanted to return faster from his injury but said he 
understood, given his history of groin problems, why the Hawks’ trainers 
played it safe. He ultimately needed every bit of stamina and strength as 
he stretched post-to-post on several occasions. 

“The guys did a fantastic job managing that,” he said. “I was feeling well 
early on. But it’s important to recover, to get the injury back on track and 
to prevent it so it doesn’t happen again.” 

His season save percentage rose to .895 with his performance Thursday. 
Ignoring the season opener against the Avalanche — essentially an 
impossible matchup — he sits at .911. Stalock, meanwhile, has a .914 
save percentage and Soderblom .924. 

Those add up to a team save percentage of .910, eighth in the NHL 
entering Friday. Narrowed down to 5-on-5 play, the Hawks’ team save 
percentage of .933 ranks sixth. For comparison, the Bruins (12-2-0) 
ranked 10th, Andrei Vasilevskiy’s Lightning ranked 18th and Igor 
Shesterkin’s Rangers ranked 24th, all well below the Hawks. 

The fact the Hawks have won only five of 13 games while enjoying such 
terrific netminding is probably worth some concern, especially 
considering Mrazek, Stalock and Soderblom might not realistically keep 
this up all year. 

On the other hand, given how terrible the Hawks were expected to be, 
the fact they’ve performed so well in any area — earning points in eight 
of 13 games as a result — is worth commending. 

Those two conflicting views exemplify how hard it is to judge this torn-
down team. But internally, the Hawks are just trying to win every game as 
it comes, and in order to do so, they’re going to need significantly more 
offense. 
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Blackhawks take on the Hurricanes following Tinordi's 2-goal showing 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

3-3 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

BOTTOM LINE: The Chicago Blackhawks host the Carolina Hurricanes 
after Jarred Tinordi scored two goals in the Blackhawks' 3-2 win against 
the Anaheim Ducks. 

Chicago has a 5-5-3 record overall and a 4-2-1 record in home games. 
The Blackhawks have a 5-1-2 record when scoring three or more goals. 

Carolina is 9-4-1 overall and 5-3-1 in road games. The Hurricanes have 
allowed 39 goals while scoring 44 for a +5 scoring differential. 

The teams meet Monday for the sixth time this season. The Hurricanes 
won 4-3 in the previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jonathan Toews has seven goals and three 
assists for the Blackhawks. Patrick Kane has two goals and nine assists 
over the past 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 11 goals and six assists for the Hurricanes. 
Sebastian Aho has four goals and five assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blackhawks: 4-3-3, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.7 assists, 
4.6 penalties and 11.2 penalty minutes while giving up three goals per 
game. 
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Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.7 assists, 3.9 penalties and 7.8 
penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals per game. 
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Jarred Tinordi's 2nd goal sends Blackhawks past Ducks 3-2 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

4-4 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Jarred Tinordi scored his second goal on a double 
deflection with 2:42 to play, improbably doubling his career NHL goal 
total in the Chicago Blackhawks' 3-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks on 
Saturday night. 

Tinordi, a 30-year-old journeyman defenseman, scored just two goals in 
his first seven seasons before this trip to Honda Center. After scoring 
Chicago's first goal in the first period, he collected a turnover late in the 
third and took a shot that glanced off Ducks forward Adam Henrique and 
then hit the skate of Anaheim's Dmitry Kulikov to beat Anthony Stolarz. 

Troy Terry and Henrique scored first-period goals for the Ducks, who lost 
their third straight despite dominating long stretches and outshooting the 
Blackhawks 41-22. Stolarz stopped 19 shots, but Anaheim still hasn't 
won in regulation at home this season. 

The Ducks were sharper from the start, and Terry scored 19 seconds 
after the opening faceoff on a pass from Trevor Zegras. Henrique then 
ripped a shot past SÃ¶derblom on a 2-on-1 with Terry to score a goal in 
his first game since the birth of Blake Delphine Henrique, his first child 
with wife Lauren, early Thursday morning. 

Anaheim had an 18-1 shots advantage late in the first period before 
Tinordi was left unmarked to score his first goal for the Blackhawks, who 
claimed him off waivers from the Rangers last month. The son of former 
North Stars captain Mark Tinordi had scored two goals over 122 career 
games since his debut in March 2013. 

Roos tied it early in the second, converting a fat rebound off Stolarz's 
pads. Exactly one month after his NHL debut, the 23-year-old Swedish 
defenseman got his first goal in his eighth game with Chicago. 

Terry went to the Ducks' dressing room with six minutes left in the 
second after taking a nasty fall onto his back when Chicago's Boris 
Katchouk clotheslined him from behind, earning a double minor. Anaheim 
couldn't score on the ensuing advantage, and Terry returned for the third 
period. 

LINEUPS 

Anaheim played without two regular defensemen due to injury. Kevin 
Shattenkirk missed his first game of the season with a lower-body injury, 
and Nathan Beaulieu sat with an upper-body injury. 

Chicago scratched forward Jason Dickinson, who has a non-COVID-19 
illness. 
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10 observations: Tinordi, Hawks rally to beat Ducks 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks rallied to beat the Anaheim Ducks 3-2 at Honda Center 
on Saturday. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. I don't think the Blackhawks could've had a worse start to the game. 
The Ducks outshot the Blackhawks 18-1 at one point and outchanced 
them 16-5 in the first period. Somehow, Chicago trailed only 2-1 by the 
end of it. 

2. Arvid Soderblom started in goal and boy was he tested early and 
often. He faced 41 shots and stopped 39 of them for a save percentage 
of .951. With Alex Stalock (concussion protocol) likely returning soon, this 
may have been Soderblom's last start before he's sent back down. If it is, 
what an encouraging stint it was for him. He's given up only 12 goals on 
173 shots for a save percentage of .931 in five appearances.  

3. The Ducks went into the night giving up 40.4 shots per game, which 
was dead-last in the NHL. The Blackhawks had only five shots in the first 
period and finished with 22 shots total. Not ideal, but they found a way. 

4. The Ducks had a four-minute power play towards the latter stages of 
the second period and the Blackhawks killed it off without much trouble. 
Sam Lafferty was really good on that kill, and they also did it without 
Jason Dickinson, who was out with a non-COVID-related illness. It came 
at a pivotal moment in the game. 

5. The Blackhawks had two goals from their defensemen in the first 13 
games of the season. They had three in this game alone, two from Jarred 
Tinordi and the other from Filip Roos, who scored his first career NHL 
goal. Tinordi doubled his career total from two to four, and three of his 
goals have come in Anaheim. Crazy. 

6. The Blackhawks had only one 5-on-5 goal in their last four games. 
They had three in this game. A much-needed get-right game for the 
offense, although it was far from their best effort. 

7. The Ducks generated 32 scoring chances, per Natural Stat Trick. The 
Blackhawks had only 17. The Blackhawks have now been out-chanced 
148-71 in their last four games for a differential of -77. And yet the 
Blackhawks are somehow 2-1-1 over that stretch. 

8. Kane ended a three-game point drought by recording a pair of assists. 
He has at least one point in his last 10 games against Anaheim and has 
20 points (seven goals, 13 assists) in those 10 games. He also has 11 
points (two goals, nine assists) in his last three games against Anaheim. 
That's not a typo. 

9. The Blackhawks improved to 6-2-4 all-time on the Dad's trip. They're 
5-3-2 on the Mom's trip, which will happen next year. Bring the parents 
on the road all the time. 

10. After signing John Klingberg, Ryan Strome and Frank Vatrano over 
the summer, I don't think the Ducks were expecting to be this bad this 
season. They were hoping to take the next step, but they are arguably 
worse than last season. Anaheim should probably embrace the tank at 
this point, given how strong the top end of the 2023 draft class is. The 
Blackhawks will have some company in the Connor Bedard 
sweepstakes. 
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Blackhawks steal another: Patrick Kane gets going, Jarred Tinordi 
doubles career goal total 
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Mark Lazerus 

9-11 minutes 11/13/2022 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Tie Domi likes telling stories, and since he’s Tie 
Domi, the most prolific glove-dropper in NHL history, a lot of those stories 
involve fighting. Well, with this being the Blackhawks’ dads trip, Domi has 
needed a dance partner to illustrate some of his best moves during those 
fights. 

And it seems Pat Kane Sr. has been that dance partner. 

“He uses my dad as a prop,” Patrick Kane said. “So he’s like grabbing my 
dad all the time. My dad’s just like, ‘What are you going to do?’ It’s cool. I 
was even asking him last night, did you think you and Tie would be this 
close because (my dad) was a Sabres fan growing up and him and Rob 
Ray fought like 13 times or something. But he said he liked him as a 
player back then. I think he’s full of it a little bit. But it’s fun to get to know 
the other fathers.” 

First of all, of course, Kane — a bottomless well of random hockey 
factoids — knew that Domi fought Ray exactly 13 times. Second of all, 
that Kane was smiling and laughing after Saturday’s morning skate in 
Anaheim was notable, given Kane entered Saturday’s game without a 
point in his last three games, and with just two assists in his last six. He 
had even needled his flight-averse dad for popping an extra Xanax 
during a particularly bumpy descent into Denver when the team charter 
had to refuel on the way to Los Angeles on Wednesday, apparently 
unprepared for the extra weight provided by the team dads. 

It’s a normal midseason dip for some, but it’s an absolute mega-slump for 
Kane. Kane Sr. is around the team a lot, but on the dads trip, there’s a lot 
more one-on-one time, and it’s helped keep Kane upbeat during his little 
blip. 

In fact, Kane’s trying to look on the bright side of his funk. If the 
Blackhawks can be this competitive without him producing, imagine what 
they could do if he gets hot. 

“I feel pretty good,” he said. “It’s been a tough start to the year for me 
personally, and I feel like there’s some positives in there, right? If I can 
get going and turn it around and get to my normal, usual production, I 
think this team can really take off. Definitely got to get back on track here 
sooner rather than later.” 

Well, two assists in a 3-2 come-from-behind victory over the Ducks is a 
pretty good start. 

“He was really going tonight,” Luke Richardson said. “He hit the post on 
the empty net, but he could’ve had another goal or two in the offensive 
zone. He was really feeling it tonight. I know it’s a special trip with the 
dads here, and he was really pushing and talking on the bench and 
making sure guys were dialing in and bringing them back in. He and 
(Jonathan Toews) did a great job with that all game long, really pushing 
the guys to get back on track.” 

Slow starts — well, by his standards, at least — are nothing new for 
Kane. He tends to really get going right around this time of year. Just 
three years ago, he opened the season with a modest nine points in his 
first 11 games, then tore off 11 goals and 13 assists in 15 November 
games. Over his career, he has 147 points in 141 October games, but 
204 points in 175 November games. Take out his first two seasons, and 
the numbers are even starker — a 1.0 points-per-game average in 
October, a 1.18 ppg average in November. Kane, in another factoid only 
he’d know, recalled that one year he had just 10 points through 16 
games (it was back in 2014-15, when Joel Quenneville started Brad 
Richards on the fourth line and Kane’s stats took off when Richards and 
Kris Versteeg joined him to form the vaunted PB&K line). 

“So hopefully I don’t go another three without a point,” he said Saturday 
morning. 

With age comes experience and perspective, so Kane’s not sweating his 
stats just yet. 

“It’s not really about points or anything like that,” he said. “It’s more about 
how to get puck touches, how to get it in space. … Sometimes I find 
myself too far ahead of the play a little bit, so (I need to) come back a 
little bit more, demand it. Might have to take it up the ice a little bit more. 
There are things you can do, but just try to demand the puck as much as 
possible. 

“Not really worried about the points too much, just worried about creating, 
getting the puck in good position so I can kind of do my thing.” 

Midway through the Kings game Thursday, Richardson moved Philipp 
Kurashev to Kane’s line, bumping Andreas Athanasiou down to Jonathan 
Toews’ line. Richardson stuck with that lineup Saturday in Anaheim, 
hoping Kurashev’s superior puck-handling and cycling skills would be a 
better fit for Kane. Richardson seemed lukewarm about the results after 
the game, so Kane could be in for another linemate soon enough. 
Nothing new there. 

“I think it’s more on Max and I to get ourselves going and be good with 
whoever we’re playing with,” Kane said. 

Saturday was a solid start. 

1. Kane got his points, but it was Jarred Tinordi who was the unexpected 
star Saturday. The big defenseman had two goals in 122 games over 10 
years but got two Saturday, including the game winner on a fluky bounce 
with 2:42 left in the game. 

Oddly enough, that’s three goals in two seasons at the Honda Center, as 
he scored here with the Rangers last January. 

“I was hoping,” he said. “Last year I had a lucky bounce like that in this 
building, too, so maybe it’s the building that’s got me some good vibes.“ 

Tinordi’s first goal was no fluke. He drove the net and made a nifty move 
to beat Ducks goalie Anthony Stolarz. It was a critical goal, too, because, 
at that point, the Blackhawks were getting swamped by the Ducks, who 
led 2-0 on the scoreboard and 18-1 in shots on goal. 

Richardson said Tinordi was “the only one that was really into the game, 
other than our goaltender, early.” 

“Yeah, you never want to start the game down 2-0, and if you can get 
one after that, I think it gets you feeling good, gets you moving in the right 
direction,” Tinordi said. “It was nice to get on the board and (be able to) 
breathe a little bit. A one-goal game sounds a lot better than a two-goal 
game.” 

2. It was truly one of the worst starts to a game in recent memory for the 
Blackhawks. In fact, they were badly outplayed by the Kings and the 
Ducks for significant stretches of this two-game trip. 

Yet they came away with three out of four possible points. That’s just 
been the nature of this team, to hang around and scrape out a win here, 
a point there. Somehow, they’re 6-5-3 on the season. 

“I think that shows that we’re a good group of guys that have fun together 
and never give up,” said goaltender Arvid Söderblom. “That’s a really 
important thing for a team, to have that mindset, to never give up, just 
keep playing no matter what happens.” 

3. Söderblom is almost certainly headed back to Rockford whenever Alex 
Stalock returns from concussion protocol, which should be soon. But all 
he’s done since being recalled out of necessity is put up strong game 
after strong game. Through five appearances, he has a sparkling .931 
save percentage. 

On Saturday, he made 39 saves, none bigger than the one that came 
just 30 seconds before Tinordi’s game winner, denying Frank Vatrano on 
a three-on-one. 

Filip Roos was the only Blackhawks defenseman back on that play, but 
he was confident with his old pal Söderblom behind him. The two are old 
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friends from the same town in Sweden and played junior hockey together 
for Vastra Frolunda. 

“He’s so good out there,” Roos said. “I’m happy about that.” 

Does Söderblom think he’s done enough to force Kyle Davidson’s hand 
and keep him in Chicago? Doubtful. It’s not part of the plan, no matter 
how NHL-ready he clearly is. 

“It’s not my choice,” Söderblom said. “I just try to do whatever I can to 
stay here. The coaches and the guys up top make the decisions. I just try 
to do my best. It’s the only thing I can do.” 

Count Richardson as a believer. 

“He’s solid, he’s confident, he’s big and he trusts his size,” Richardson 
said. “Even at the end, he made a big save on a two-on-one, but even 
after that, they came down and ripped one off his shoulder and he’s in 
the right position and he looked like it didn’t faze him. It’s great 
experience for him. Depending on our goalie health, he’ll keep getting 
opportunities.” 

4. Roos picked up his first career NHL goal, putting in a rebound to tie 
the score at 2-2 in the second period. He posed for photos alongside his 
dad with the puck in the locker room after the game. 

“It went pretty fast,” Roos said. “But it’s always fun to score, especially 
this one. A dream come true. Just excited to do it.” 

5. Fall behind 2-0 early, give up 18 of the first 19 shots, and look 
completely incompetent for the first 15 minutes of the game? Just like the 
Blackhawks drew it up, eh, Luke? 

“Rope-a-doped ’em again,” Richardson said with a sly grin. 
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Cale Makar scores wonky goal in Avalanche’s 4-1 win over “really deep” 
Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Bennett Durando 

5-6 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

Cale Makar’s 50th career goal defied physics. 

The 24-year-old Avalanche defenseman defies the conventions of his 
position, but not even he knew what he was doing with this goal, the first 
of Colorado’s 4-1 win against Carolina on Saturday night. 

It started as an off-target shot. Makar fired from just inside the blue line, 
lined up almost perfectly with the middle of the net. The puck veered 
slightly to the left, zipping past Artturi Lehkonen. It missed the goalpost 
by a few inches, destined for the end boards. 

But when it struck the glass, it didn’t obey any laws of anticipated angular 
direction. 

Instead the puck took a wonky bounce over the top of the goal. It landed 
in the crease, ricocheted off the back of goalie Antti Raanta’s left skate 
and trickled into the net. 

Just how Makar drew it up. 

“I thought it went right through Lehky’s arm, and he sucked in his gut. 
Kind of let it go by him,” Makar said. “And then just a good bounce of the 
glass, I guess. I didn’t really see it.” 

He scored again three minutes later to give Colorado (8-4-1) a 2-0 first-
period lead in its fourth consecutive win, this one against a fierce Stanley 
Cup contender. 

“It was going to be a different game today because of the way they play, 
and what they throw at you and the way they defend,” Avalanche coach 
Jared Bednar said. “A lot of the pre-scouts and game plans are the same 
because everyone plays such a similar style, but tonight was a little bit 
different. So I thought our guys were really focused.” 

Bednar described the Hurricanes as a “really deep team” entering the 
matchup. Carolina plays a an up-tempo style reminiscent of Colorado’s, 
and all four lines have the upper hand in expected goals percentage. 

“With our injuries,” Bednar said beforehand, “that’s the No. 1 issue.” 

The latest of which occurred in-game: offense-defense rover Kurtis 
MacDermid, playing defense Saturday, exited early with a lower body 
injury, and fourth-line center Sampo Ranta went to the locker room late 
after being hit in the face. “Obviously (the defensive depth) is going to be 
tested even more here, maybe,” Makar said. “Hopefully everything is OK 
with Dermy.” 

It was all on a day when Gabriel Landeskog joined Darren Helm on the 
long-term injury reserve to clear cap space. 

The onus would clearly be on Colorado’s top players. They delivered. 

They’ll need to again when the Avalanche and Hurricanes meet for a 
rematch in Raleigh, N.C., next Thursday. 

Makar brought his career point total to 196 in 191 games. The fastest 
defenseman in NHL history to reach 200 career points was Sergei 
Zubov. It took him 207 games. 

The Avs’ top line was dynamic. Mikko Rantanen assisted three 
Avalanche goals then scored his own on an empty net. The second was 
arguably his most impressive play of the season. He laid a big hit along 
the end boards, fought off a defender to keep possession of the puck 
while skating into the left circle then passed to Makar. Clean shot. 

“When I saw him throw him down in the corner, I was like, ‘That was a 
pretty good battle,'” Makar said. “… All Mikko for sure.” 

The third assist was returning a favor. Nathan MacKinnon had been 
setting up Rantanen for weeks, but the center only had three goals to his 
name. Rantanen passed to MacKinnon this time to finish a two-on-one. 
MacKinnon added an assist of his own. 

“He’s had a lot of chances,” Rantanen said. “Sometimes you don’t get 
bounces. In the first he went through the goalie’s legs and somehow it 
didn’t go in.” 

The most refreshing contribution wasn’t a top-liner, though: The Avs won 
their first game of the season with backup goalie Pavel Francouz in net. 
He only needed to make 22 saves, aided by a perfect five penalty kills. 
Avalanche opponents have scored on only six of their last 33 power 
plays. 
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Kickin’ It with Kiz: Peter McNab celebrated championship with “last kick 
of the can” 

 

Mark Kiszla 

4-5 minutes 11/12/2022 
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Peter McNab passed away. Please, nooo! I have turned on Avalanche 
games as much to listen to him as to watch the action on the ice. What 
an amazing life he lived. His love of the game and the players showed in 
everything he did. 

Brian, raising a toast 

Kiz: I sat three seats down from McNab the night Colorado won the Cup 
in Tampa, and will never forget the joy in his eyes as the final seconds of 
the third period ticked away. He would not have missed it for the world, 
despite the challenge of traveling after a long battle with cancer. As 
McNab told me before getting on the plane to Florida: “The heck with it. 
I’m going to the Stanley Cup Final in Tampa and will enjoy every minute 
of it.’ Why not? This might be my last kick of the can.” 

Hey, Kiz. Great column on impending Broncos free agent Dre’Mont 
Jones. It brought to mind a saying of a colleague in high-tech engineering 
many years ago: I care about them as much as they care about me. 

Roy, Fort Fun 

Kiz: Yes, professional football players get paid to play a child’s game. 
That’s cool. But NFL teams like to talk about being family, until bottom-
line considerations make football management look about as warm and 
cuddly as Elon Musk. 

It makes a ton of sense for Michael Porter Jr. to be the highlighted scorer 
on the second unit and Bruce Brown to play with the Nuggets’ starters. 
That would give the starting unit defense and the second unit scoring. 
MPJ spends too many possessions standing in the corner when he’s out 
on the court with Jamal Murray and Nikola Jokic. 

Mike, straight shooter 

Kiz: Not everybody liked my crazy idea that Porter should become the 
sixth man for the Nuggets. No surprise there. But some of NBA’s greatest 
players, from John Havlicek to Kevin McHale to Manu Ginobili, have 
served as the big dog off bench. Here’s hoping MPJ enjoys the same 
championship success as those Hall of Famers. Having one of your best 
players lead the second unit has been a tried-and-true formula for 
success. 

Does Nikola Jokic have to play basketball in Hollywood to get the 
recognition as the NBA’s version of Shohei Ohtani? A unicorn can exist 
in a mountain region. I looked it up. Is the problem his nickname? Should 
we blame the alternate city uniform? Or is inadequate sports writing the 
reason for lack of proper recognition for Joker? 

Lonnie, unicorn cowboy 

Kiz: Isn’t the problem obvious? Inadequate sports writing is responsible 
for everything from all the losses the Broncos ever suffered in the Super 
Bowl to the heartbreak of psoriasis. Or so I’ve been told. Repeatedly. 

And today’s parting shot is from a reader old enough to remember the 
year John Elway and I both moved to this dusty old cowtown. 

I appreciate you, Kiz. You write well and keep us well-informed. I’ve been 
reading you since you joined The Denver Post. Keep up the good work 
and enjoy the journey. 
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Logan O’Connor isn’t “real creative,” but his surge sets Jared Bednar’s 
example for Avalanche AHL call-ups 

 

Bennett Durando 

4-5 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

It wouldn’t be unusual for the adrenaline rush of a breakaway opportunity 
to be a blur: instinct taking over, with no time for conscious calculations. 

Logan O’Connor would rather be thinking through every millisecond. 

It worked for him Thursday night when he found himself in a situation too 
good to be true. Two minutes after O’Connor scored to put the Avalanche 
ahead against Nashville, linemate J.T. Compher blocked a shot and 
battled two Predators for the puck. It leaked ahead to O’Connor in the 
neutral zone, and suddenly he was full acceleration toward Nashville 
goalie Kevin Lankinen. 

He knew immediately he wanted to use his backhand. He executed 
impeccably, a skillful move by a player not known for his skill. 

“I had a lot of speed coming through the zone,” he said, “so figured if I 
could get it around him a little bit I’d have a chance to beat him.” 

Coach Jared Bednar thinks there’s a lesson in there for the recent 
avalanche of Avalanche call-ups. 

Another AHL forward will be called up for Colorado’s game against 
Carolina on Saturday (7 p.m. MT). It’s another chess move in the 
ongoing injury pile-up limiting Bednar’s depth. Shane Bowers made his 
NHL debut Thursday and exited with an apparent left arm injury after 
1:46 of ice time. He’s awaiting an MRI result. 

His $750,000 salary will remain a part of the Avalanche’s cap hit if he’s 
out for an extended period, so the team had little choice but to deploy the 
long-term injury reserve tag to stay under the league salary cap while 
having enough skaters available. Forward Darren Helm, who underwent 
abductor surgery last week, went on the LTIR. 

How much can Colorado (7-4-1) depend on the next, next, next man up? 

Look to the surging O’Connor for an example. 

“Focus and preparation is ultra-important for guys who don’t have a ton 
of ability or skillset,” Bednar said Friday. “When the guys like (Nathan) 
MacKinnon and Mikko (Rantanen) have it, they become superstars. It 
becomes essential for bottom-six guys like (Andrew) Cogliano, O’Connor 
— they live and thrive and create all of their success out of the structure 
and detail of the game. … It’s a good lesson for all the guys we’re calling 
up. Watch O’Connor.” 

The third-line wing didn’t score in Colorado’s first six games. He has 
scored five goals in the last six. 

O’Connor was never drafted. He received an invite to Avalanche 
development camp and proved himself enough to sign as an undrafted 
free agent. He compiled 67 points in 104 AHL games with the Colorado 
Eagles. Now he has a Stanley Cup ring. 

Lately, his line with Compher and Cogliano has been a catalyst. 

“Us three, we all focus on our details defensively,” O’Connor said. “I think 
that’s where we try and pride ourselves. … We get out there a lot against 
the top lines and skill players, and our job is to shut them down.” 

On a night in which Colorado scored five consecutive goals, Bednar was 
displeased with the lack of a full-team effort. 

The effort he did like came from that third line winning puck battles. 

“That’s three guys that aren’t real creative guys,” Bednar said. “They 
know where each other are going to be because they’re playing to our 
system. Eventually, your skill will take over. You’re seeing a lot of skill 
plays from O’Connor now. He gets those chances because of hard work.” 

Compher won a puck battle against two opponents. He knew where 
O’Connor was going to be. Defense turned into offense. Grit turned into 
skill. 

But first, O’Connor had plenty of time to think. 
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Mikko Rantanen, Cale Makar push Avalanche to fourth straight victory – 

 

Aarif Deen 

5-7 minutes 11/13/2022 

 

DENVER — As the injuries continue to pile on, the Avalanche’s three-
headed monster has taken the reigns and carried the team to its fourth 
straight victory. 

The Avs defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 4-1 at Ball Arena on Saturday, 
thanks largely to a combined eight points from Cale Makar, Mikko 
Rantanen and Nathan MacKinnon. Makar had two goals, MacKinnon 
pitched in with a goal and an assist and Rantanen had perhaps his best 
showing of the season, putting up three assists — two of which were 
highlight-worthy — before adding a late empty-net goal. 

“He was great,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said of Rantanen’s 
performance. “Physical, hard on pucks, playing with guys on his back, 
making plays forehand and backhand. I thought he was fantastic tonight.” 

Kurtis MacDermid (lower body) and Sampa Ranta both left with injuries 
and did not return. Bednar did not have an update on either, who both 
joined a long list of injuries that already includes Gabriel Landeskog, 
Darren Helm, Valeri Nichushkin, Bowen Byram, Samuel Girard and 
Shane Bowers. 

“He got hit in the face,” Bednar said of Ranta. “I don’t know if it was a 
stick or puck or what it was but he was heading to the locker room to get 
fixed up and wasn’t coming back.” 

Colorado turned to backup Pavel Francouz in goal. His first appearance 
in more than two weeks was also his first victory of the season. Francouz 
was solid, making a number of big stops early to keep the game 
scoreless. He made just 24 saves, surrendering the Hurricanes’ lone goal 
on a 2-on-1 rush. 

The Avalanche were also perfect on the penalty kill, killing off all five of 
the Hurricanes’ power-play opportunities. 

“Our PK was just outstanding today. I don’t even think they got any shots 
on the net,” Francouz said. “That was something that something I haven’t 
seen in a long time. 

“Definitely the best game of the year for us.” 

Carolina’s 25 shots were the third-least the Avs have allowed all season. 
They gave up 17 to the Blackhawks on opening night and just 23 in a 1-0 
loss in New Jersey. 

“For us, we kept it like a relatively boring game, tried to minimize a lot of 
their high-end chances that they usually get,” Makar said of the team’s 
defensive game. “I feel like we did a good job whether it was our 
forwards sinking down or just trying to play them tight in the corner. A 
little bit tougher when you go down to five D but I feel like as a D core, we 
thrive off that sometimes.” 

After a sloppy start at both ends of the ice, the Avalanche began to push 
offensively, drawing a penalty and finding the back of the net on their 
league-best power play. The goal came from Makar and was assisted by 
MacKinnon and Rantanen. But it wasn’t the type of goal you’d expect 
from Colorado’s three superstars. 

Makar collected the puck at the point, skated across the blue line and 
fired a wrist shot that missed the net. The puck hit the glass behind the 

goal, bounced back in the crease, deflected off the back of goalie Antti 
Raanta’s ankle, and trickled in. 

It was Makar’s second of the season and first of two in just over three 
minutes. 

“It went right through Lehky’s arm, he sucked in his gut, kind of let it go 
by him. Just a good bounce off the glass,” Makar said of the obscure 
goal. 

On his second tally, Makar pinched from the blue line to accept a pass 
from Rantanen and fired it home. Rantanen fought off both defensemen 
Calvin De Haan and Jalen Chatfield, using his size and physicality to 
separate both from the puck before finding an open Makar. 

Rantanen’s hard work on the eventual game-winner was well-received 
among his teammates. 

“When I saw him throw him down in the corner I was like that was a 
pretty good battle and then obviously beat him out there with the puck,” 
Makar said. “I just saw an opening back side and Mikko was able to slide 
it over. Good play.” 

Colorado held the two-goal lead into the second before quickly adding 
another. Rantanen was once again the set-up man, this time finding 
MacKinnon on the two-on-one which finished with a one-timer. 

MacKinnon’s fourth tally of the season and first in seven games came 
after a stretch of 12 assists in six games. His 19 helpers are tied for the 
most in the NHL with Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl. 

“He’s been making some really good passes so I’m glad I could return 
the favor,” Rantanen said of MacKinnon. 
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Takeaways From Colorado Avalanche Win Over Carolina; Defense Much 
Better  

 

Adrian Dater 

5-6 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

Against one of the faster and more skilled offenses in the NHL, the 
Colorado Avalanche showed how a defense that won the Stanley Cup 
last spring can still be administered with deadly effect on the opponent. 

The Avalanche beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-1 with a stifling defense 
that made it pretty easy for goalie Pavel Francouz. It was the fourth 
victory in a row for the Avalanche. 

Cale Makar scored the first two goals of the game, within the first 18 
minutes. He got a good bounce on the first one, but made no doubt of a 
slap shot to make it a 2-0 game at 17:51. Mikko Rantanen was the other 
big star of the game, with a goal and three assists. 

“I’m just happy we’ve won four in a row,” Rantanen told the crowd in a 
post-game interview. “I think we played a pretty good 60 minutes there. 
We had a good worth ethic.” 

SOME OBSERVATIONS AND TAKEAWAYS  

Well, first off, another injury, maybe two. Kurtis MacDermid left the game 
in the first period with a lower-body injury and didn’t return. Sampo Ranta 
was missing from the bench in the third period. No immediate prognosis 
on either. 
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The Avalanche just didn’t give ’em much. The Avalanche never allowed 
more than 10 shots in a period. 

Francouz had to make a few good saves in the first period, but had a 
pretty easy time of things after about the 30-minute mark of the second. 

Colorado Avalanche still only won 39% of their faceoffs. 

Rantanen now has 23 points in 13 games. 

Avalanche outshot Carolina 28-25. 

On The Power Play: “I think we’ve been doing a pretty good job. They 
have a pretty good PK. The last few years,  they’ve been top of the 
league every year and they made it hard on us. We got a good bounce 
there from the  glass, so a little lucky but that’s what you need 
sometimes.”  

On The Avs’ Second Goal: “Pre-scout was that they play man-on-man in 
the D-zone. So, if you have a step on  the guy, you try to take it to the net 
right away and then maybe somebody else opens up if somebody else 
has  to cover and that’s what happened. I think they lost a guy a little bit 
there behind the net too, broke his stick, so  maybe a little bit lucky there 
too, but good job by Cale (Colorado D Cale Makar). He’s good at reading 
those plays  and finding open ice.”  

Colorado D Cale Makar  

On His Second Goal: “When I saw him (Colorado RW Mikko Rantanen) 
throw him down in the corner, I was like,  that was a pretty good battle, 
and then obviously beat him out of there with the puck. I just saw an 
opening  backside and Mikko was able to slide it over, good play, and I 
got a little bit lucky on that one. But yeah, obviously  all Mikko for sure.”   

On The Avs’ Defensive Effort: “For us, we kept it a relatively boring 
game. We tried to minimize a lot of their high end chances that they 
usually get. I feel like we did a good job whether it was our forwards 
sinking down or just  trying to play them tight in the corners. So, a little bit 
tough when you go down to five D, but I feel like as a D-core,  we thrive 
off of that sometimes, just kind of rolled with it.”  

INDIVIDUAL NOTES  

Cale Makar record his 50th career multi-point game, passing John-
Michael Liles for the third-most by a de fenseman in franchise history 
behind Sandis Ozolinsh (63) and Tyson Barrie (57). It was his seventh 
career  multi-goal outing, passing Barrie (6) for second most by a 
Quebec/Colorado defenseman behind Ozolinsh (8).  His seven multi-goal 
outings are tied with Roman Josi for the most among NHL blueliners 
since Makar made his  regular-season debut in 2019-20.  

Makar, who played in his 191st NHL game tonight, notched his 50th 
career goal with his first tally of the night.  Only three defensemen in the 
NHL’s modern era (since 1943-44) required fewer games to reach the 
mark: Phil  Housley (148 GP), Ray Bourque (170 GP) and Denis Potvin 
(185 GP).  

Mikko Rantanen (1g/3a) tallied 3+ points for the second straight contest. 
It was his fifth game of the season with  three or more points, tied with 
Connor McDavid for the most in the league.   

Nathan MacKinnon has collected 12 assists in his last five games and is 
tied for first in the league with 19 helpers  this season.  

Rantanen and MacKinnon pace all Avalanche skaters with 23 points 
each, tied for third in the league. Their 1.77  point-per-game average is 
tied for second in the NHL. 
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Dater's Daily: Giroux Returns To Philly, Devils On Fire  

 

Brennan Vogt 

3-4 minutes 11/12/2022 

 

Yesterday I had my cousin come into town that I had not seen in more 
than three years. We caught up and took the little ones to the Denver 
Children’s Museum for the day. It was nice to catch up with some family 
that I don’t see very often. Today I am back at it with the morning skate at 
Ball Arena. The game against the Carolina Hurricanes will be later 
tonight as Dater and I cover it for you. Some news from around the 
league in the meantime: 

Boston Hockey Now: Charlie McAvoy had fun in his return against the 
Calgary Flames. 

Vegas Hockey Now: Jack Eichel didn’t hold back when asked about the 
way Sabres fans treated him leading into and after his trade from the 
team that drafted him. 

Washington Hockey Now: Sonny Milano opens up about his journey 
through free agency and his weird summer. 

Montreal Hockey Now: Is Montreal’ Sean Monahan a potential option for 
the Colorado Avalanche? 

NYI Hockey Now: Here is what Mathew Barzal and the Islanders have to 
say about his lack of production so far. 

Philly Hockey Now: Flyers fans to welcome back Claude Giroux. It 
figures to be an emotional day for G. 

The New Jersey Devils have won eight in a row and lost Arizona today. 
And, Arizona has been winning of late too. This is actually a hot ticket! 

Around The League 

NHL: The World Cup of Hockey, which was planned for 2024, has been 
pushed back to 2025. 

TSN: The Carolina Hurricanes placed goaltender Frederick Andersen on 
injured reserve for and undisclosed injury. 

The Hockey Writers: The Toronto Maple Leafs and the St. Louis Blues 
emerge as potential trade partners. 
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Wild gameday: Marc Andre-Fleury is hot as team returns home from 
West Coast 

 

Jerry Zgoda 

5-7 minutes 12/11/2022 

 

San Jose vs. Wild, 5 p.m. Sunday, Xcel Energy Center 

TV: BSN. Radio: 100.3 FM 

Wild update: Their 1-0 victory on W Mats Zuccarello's first-period goal 
Friday in Seattle makes them 7-3-1 in their past 11 games. ... G Marc-
Andre Fleury is 5-2-0 with a 1.70 goals-against average and .939 save 
percentage in his past seven starts, ... Fleury's 72 career shutouts have 
come with four franchises (Wild, Pittsburgh, Vegas, Chicago) and are 
12th-most in NHL history. ... The Wild are 5-2-1 on the road; only Vegas 
(8-1) has more road victories. ... Forward Brandon Duhaime and Ryan 
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Hartman are out because of upper body injuries; W Jordan Greenway 
(upper body) is questionable. 

Sharks update: Captain Logan Couture, in his 14th season, had his first 
Gordie Howe hat trick — goal, assist, fight — as the visiting Sharks 
snapped a five-game streak by beating Dallas 5-4 on Friday. ... They're 
4-9-3 and are seventh in the eight-team Pacific Division, ahead of only 
Anaheim. ... First year coach David Quinn reached his 100th NHL career 
coaching victory on Friday. He was a first-round pick — 13th overall — 
by the Minnesota North Stars in the 1984 draft out of a Connecticut prep 
school. He never played an NHL game because of a rare blood disorder. 
... D Erik Karlsson is off to a torrid start, with 10 goals and 11 assists in 
16 games. 

Elias Lindholm and Adam Ruzicka each had a goal and assist as the 
Calgary Flames beat the Winnipeg Jets 3-2 Saturday night, ending a 
seven-game winless skid. 

Green, Holani help Boise St. beat Nevada 41-3 

Taylen Green passed for a touchdown and ran for another score in the 
first quarter, George Holani finished with 17 carries for 115 yards and two 
TDs to help Boise State beat Nevada 41-3 Saturday night. 
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After slow start, Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury has his swagger 
back 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 12/11/2022 

 

Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury made history on Friday night in 
Seattle. What else is new? The soon-to-be-38-year-old led the Wild to a 
1-0 victory over the Kraken at Climate Change Arena, shutting out his 
28th different team, an NHL record. 

“Uhh,” Fleury said with a bashful pause after the game. “I don’t know. I 
guess it just means I’m old. I’ve been playing for a while.” 

Indeed. He’s played 950 games in his NHL career, and despite his early 
struggles, Fleury doesn’t appear to be slowing down anytime soon. 

“I didn’t change my game,” he said when asked about his turnaround this 
season. “Just got back on the ice and practiced.” 

That’s the only thing Fleury could do amid a disastrous stretch during 
which he gave up 11 combined goals in back-to-back losses to start the 
season. He looked completely out of sorts in Game 1 against the 
Rangers and got pulled in Game 2 against the Kings. 

“You don’t want it to last too long,” Fleury said. “You want to get out of 
that cycle quickly.” 

That’s exactly what Fleury did, finding joy in the little moments, and 
slowly rediscovering his game. 

“He admitted he was just trying to do a little bit too much instead of just 
doing his job,” said coach Dean Evason, who noted that Fleury was 
being too hard on himself. “When we get back to doing our job, and 
committing to that like he has, it gives us a chance to win every night.” 

As of late the Wild definitely have a chance to win every night Fleury is in 
net. He is 6-2-1 since his early struggles, posting a 2.08 goals-against 
average and a .929 save percentage in that span. 

“He’s got that swagger,” defenseman Jake Middleton said. “It’s a 
confidence that he’s had for a long time here. He’s definitely got it back 
now. It’s really nice to play in front of that.” 

Asked about Fleury’s success as of late, winger Mats Zuccarello was 
adamant that he’s been good all season, even during the rough start. 

“We played awful defense,” Zuccarello said. “We didn’t help at all. Overall 
he’s been really good. He’s a game-changer.” 

It’s not surprising that Fleury’s teammates are so complimentary of him 
considering how complimentary he is of them whenever he gets a 
chance. 

“That’s the type of teammate he is,” Evason said. “He’s just so 
appreciative when he comes to the bench during timeouts. Just tapping 
everybody and talking to the ‘D’ about what they did. He’s a leader. He 
doesn’t wear a ‘C’ or an ‘A’ or whatever, but he’s certainly a leader on our 
hockey club.” 

Not bad for a future hall of famer who many people wrote off a month 
ago. 

“I think a lot of it is up here, right?” Fleury said, pointing to his head. 
“Making a few saves and being confident out there. Just being relaxed 
and not tense or mad based on how things were happening. It’s those 
little things that help me have success.” 
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How the Wild’s Marc-Andre Fleury turned his season around: ‘He’s a 
game-changer’ 

 

Joe Smith 

8-10 minutes 12/11/2022 

 

SEATTLE — The day Marc-Andre Fleury’s season started to turn around 
included a visit — and advice — from his mother, France. 

It was Oct. 18, the Wild’s first true offday of the regular season, and the 
future Hall of Famer needed to get away. He had given up 11 goals in his 
first four periods, including a career-high-matching seven in a season-
opening loss to the Rangers. He had already been booed, pulled once 
and then sat for Game 3 against the defending Cup champion Avalanche 
(another loss). The 37-year-old was embarrassed. He was “pissed off.” 
Fleury jokingly admitted before a charity bowling event with fans he was 
thinking, “Everyone wants to shoot me.” 

It didn’t help that I was already calling it a “goaltending crisis.” 

But on this particular Tuesday, Fleury tried to reset. After a couple of 
household maintenance appointments, Fleury took his kids for a family 
picture in town. His mother arrived that evening, planning to attend the 
next night’s game against the Canucks, the first one she’d see with him 
in a Wild sweater. Asked what tips France gave him, Fleury smiled and 
said, “Stop the puck.” 

But, really, Fleury’s mother was never one to give hockey advice. That 
was his dad’s role. So it was mom who provided some crucial positivity 
and perspective. She asked how he was feeling. “How’s life?” 

“Settled me down a little bit,” Fleury said. “We didn’t talk too much 
hockey. She’s never too serious about it. It’s ‘go play, have fun.'” 

It’s hard to find anyone on the Wild having more fun than the usual 
happy-go-lucky Fleury. He’s chirping teammates. He’s thanking the 
goalposts. And Fleury is helping carry his team, including a 1-0 shutout 
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over the red-hot Seattle Kraken on Friday night. Fleury’s first shutout with 
the Wild was also his 28th shutout against a different team, an NHL 
record. He made 28 saves, including four in a final three-second flurry, 
with Yanni Gourde taking a couple whacks. “It was nice to hear the 
buzzer,” he said. Fleury knew the Kraken, winners of five straight, were 
coming in waves. But Fleury was a calming presence to the end. 

“He’s a game-changer,” said veteran Mats Zuccarello. 

And potentially a season-changer for the Wild (7-6-1). I’ll admit, that 
“goaltending crisis” column hasn’t aged particularly well. But, at the time, 
you had a struggling Fleury and an unproven backup in Filip Gustavsson 
backstopping a club lacking in secondary scoring. There were some legit 
concerns. There still are some with this team. But it’s encouraging the 
way Fleury has played the last three weeks (6-2-1 with a 2.08 goals 
against average, .929 save percentage), not to mention Gustavsson’s 
last two strong starts. 

The Wild aren’t going anywhere, much less winning a playoff round, if 
Fleury isn’t one of their best players. He’s their No. 1, their backbone. He 
helps set the culture. “He doesn’t wear a ‘C’ or ‘A’ or whatever,” coach 
Dean Evason said. “But he’s certainly a leader on our hockey club.” 

And that’s exactly what Evason asked him to be heading into their fourth 
game of the season. The Wild were 0-3, and Fleury had just been 
benched. Evason met with his goaltender and said, “Are you ready to 
lead?” 

Fleury’s play the last three weeks isn’t only a telling answer, but an 
example to the rest of the group. 

“I didn’t change my game,” Fleury said. “I just got back on the ice and 
practiced. When things didn’t go well, you don’t want it to last too long. 
You want to get out of that cycle quickly.” Fleury then pointed to his head. 
“A lot of it is up here, right? You make a few saves, you’re being 
confident out there, being relaxed, not tense or mad based on how things 
were happening. It’s those little things that help me have success.” 

And Fleury will be the first to credit his teammates for this recent run. 
They’re playing much better in front of him since the first few games, 
when Zuccarello said they defended “like a junior team.” Fleury was 
terrific on Friday, but the Wild were incredibly committed in front of him. 
They boxed out well, cleared out rebounds. They blocked 22 shots, 
including a big one by Jared Spurgeon in the final minutes. The penalty 
kill was 12-for-12 on the three-game road trip. In four chances Friday 
against the Kraken, the penalty kill didn’t allow a shot on goal. 

“I said I was going to come in here and say ‘Flower’ was our best penalty 
killer, and the guys were like, ‘Dean, they didn’t get a shot,'” Evason said. 
“So he couldn’t have been. The commitment again. The blocked shots. 
The shares to each other. The commitment to get pucks down the ice 
was really good.” 

Said defenseman Jake Middleton: “We really just bought into the 
system.” 

They have to. The Wild don’t have the high-flying offense that can 
outscore their problems. Kirill Kaprizov is a top-10 player in the world, a 
Hart Trophy-caliber superstar, but there hasn’t been much secondary 
scoring in the first month of the season. Marco Rossi is still looking for his 
first NHL goal. Zuccarello, who scored the team’s only goal Friday, 
snapped a six-game drought. Not too long ago, the Wild were in a near-
160-minute stretch without a goal. 

The way Minnesota wins games, and reaches the playoffs, is by playing 
to their strengths. They need to blend their grit and will with their skill. 
Getting Marcus Foligno back Friday was a good step as he’s a key part 
of their identity, one they are still refining. 

“I think when we really play simple and really play a grind game, an 
agitating style, we’re playing Minnesota Wild hockey,” Foligno said. 
“That’s our identity. We need to play with energy, need to play with the 
stuff we do in the offensive zone, when we keep the pucks in, keep 
things alive, getting on the inside. That’s our game. When we lack that 

energy, it seems to go the other way. We have to be a high energy team. 
It’s taken some time to figure that out — simplicity is the name of the 
game. When we’re on it, when we’re the aggressor, that’s our identity.” 

Foligno finally feels 100-percent after trying to play through a nagging 
upper body injury suffered in Game 2. He realized he couldn’t play his 
game, so he stayed away and healed. The same appears to be 
happening with Jordan Greenway. Greenway suffered a minor setback in 
Tuesday’s return from a shoulder injury, so he hasn’t played since, and 
it’d make sense to wait until he’s mentally ready to play his style. The 
good news is that the Wild’s “kid” line of Rossi, Connor Dewar and 
Mason Shaw (who looks like he’s sticking around) is playing a relentless 
game. They’re winning battles and earning coaches’ trust in key 
situations. 

Joseph Cramarossa and prospect Adam Beckman have earned the extra 
games they’re getting, one of the reasons it looks like Tyson Jost is on 
some thin ice. Jost was a healthy scratch Friday. “He’s got to find his 
game again,” Evason said. 

Fleury has already found his. Wild goalie coach Frederic Chabot said 
great goalies like Fleury always want to be coached, and are able to fix 
their mistakes very quickly. What Chabot and Fleury worked on after the 
start of the season was getting him used to how the team played in front 
of him. 

He might have spent a month or so with the Wild last season, but he was 
still figuring out the kind of chances they usually give up. They brought up 
how Minnesota was often giving up chances when they were trying to 
break the puck out and breakdowns happened. It was about Fleury being 
more aware of certain situations, where shots were coming from. “As we 
went along with those little adjustments, it’s really been paying off,” 
Chabot said. “From that, being more aware of breakouts, everything 
becomes easier — rebound control, rebound recovery, beating a play. It 
was simple stuff.” 

So was the question Evason asked Fleury before Game 4 on if he was 
ready to lead. 

“I don’t care how good a player you are, or what you’ve accomplished, 
you still feel the emotions,” Evason said. “The positive emotions. The 
negative emotions. He admitted he was just trying to do a little bit too 
much instead of just doing his job. We all did. When we get back to doing 
our job and committing to that like he has — it gives us a chance to win 
every night.” 
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NHL style power rankings: Socks, ties and eccentric suits steal the show 

 

Rhiannon Walker 
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To wear socks or not to wear socks? That was the question with this 
week’s NHL style rankings. There were eye-catching ties and even more 
head-turning suits worn the past two weeks. 

Patrik Laine is not playing fair with the rest of the field. He can’t win every 
week, but he sure does make a good case. We had players using their 
surroundings to enhance their runway photos, while others leaned into a 
little holiday cheer. 

So did Laine maintain his top spot, or did someone new usurp the 
previous winner of the ranking? 
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10. Bo Horvat 

Business attire. pic.twitter.com/CHa8mAOPLH 

— Vancouver Canucks (@Canucks) November 9, 2022 

It’s not very often that I see someone with a specialized suit jacket — in 
this case, a double-blue pinstripe — and they decide to not wear the 
pants to match. But that’s exactly what the Vancouver Canucks’ center 
(right) opted for Wednesday when he paired his jacket with dark blue, 
possibly black, trousers. Because of the black bag and shoes, there’s a 
part of me that’s convinced the pants are black, which I think 
differentiates this outfit even more. If one does decide to go down this 
road, typically, I see the opposite garment in the same color family. 

9. Steven Stamkos 

Rainy day suits 🌧 pic.twitter.com/qp5R58YMKm 

— Tampa Bay Lightning (@TBLightning) November 8, 2022 

Did someone call for rain with a chance for drip? The Tampa Bay 
Lightning center and captain (bottom left) walked into Tuesday’s game 
with a pinched-in, plaid gray suit and added a little excitement with his 
burgundy tie. What really makes this particular photo cold is the blacked-
out Bentley truck behind Stamkos. That’s how you roll up in style. 

8. Pierre-Olivier Joseph 

(Courtesy of Pittsburgh Penguins) 

“@pojoseph wins just cause of the socks,” his brother, Mathieu Joseph of 
the Ottawa Senators, said, and who am I to argue with someone as 
stylish as him? I mean, have you all seen his Instagram? He clearly 
knows what he’s talking about. You can’t lose wearing waffle socks, 
people! Yes, the brown-plaid suit, the brown tie with polka dots and the 
brown shoes are a top-tier display of wearing different variations of the 
same color, but stay focused. We’re here for the waffle socks — and the 
confidence to break those bad boys out! 

7. Michael Bunting 

Feelin’ Foxy, @Bunting27?   pic.twitter.com/HXVM79uYfe 

— Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) November 8, 2022 

Shout out to the Toronto Maple Leafs’ team photographer for getting a 
shot of these beauties on the left winger. The suit itself is straightforward 
in both a traditional color and the black tie to match, but Bunting shows a 
little personality by throwing in these fantastic socks. My lone question is, 
what does the fox actually say? I couldn’t resist bringing up the trendy 
song from nearly a decade ago. 

6. Mikhail Sergachev 

Rainy day suits 🌧 pic.twitter.com/qp5R58YMKm 

— Tampa Bay Lightning (@TBLightning) November 8, 2022 

I warned you all two weeks ago that my affinity for blue suits would pop 
up every now and then. The Lightning’s defenseman (bottom right) gave 
me all the excuse I needed to dive into his deep-ocean blue suit. I 
would’ve preferred brown shoes to really set this fit completely off, but 
that’s just me being nitpicky and traditional. What landed Sergachev in 
this week’s style rankings, however, is his tie. He let everyone who saw 
him walking in know that he was going into the game with the eye of the 
tiger behind him. 

5. Jacob Bernard-Docker 

Strictly business  #GoSensGo pic.twitter.com/M75A4eYdTH 

— Ottawa Senators (@Senators) November 8, 2022 

Instead of going with a traditional suit to match his fit, the Ottawa 
Senators’ defenseman (bottom left) decided to swap that out with a gray 
coat. I love the minor tweaks. It’s incredibly easy to just throw on the suit 
jacket and call it a day. Especially when the pants are plaid, and that 
doesn’t just go with anything. Not with this guy, though. Bernard-Docker 
substituted in a jacket to match the gray color in his pants, then threw in 
a steel grayish-blue tie to give this outfit another dimension. And looking 
at the shirt closer, it appears that’s because it has blue dots in it. 

4. Matt Irwin 

Black suit kind of night#ALLCAPS | @Kia pic.twitter.com/wMhY8sipmU 

— Washington Capitals (@Capitals) November 5, 2022 

An all-black suit with texture to give it a pinch of razzle dazzle? Sign me 
up for that. The Washington Capitals defenseman (right) shows the lads 
how to get off a monochromatic outfit with a little pizzazz. It’s tailored 
exquisitely, and Irwin’s barber made sure not a single hair was out of 
place ahead of seeing the cameras, too. 

3. Moritz Seider 

   pic.twitter.com/GP9dJx3O9o 

— Detroit Red Wings (@DetroitRedWings) November 6, 2022 

This combination gets a standing ovation from me. Do you all know how 
many times I’ve seen someone marry a dark-blue suit with a cream shirt 
or turtleneck? Too many times to count. Here, the Detroit Red Wings 
defenseman (far right) not only eschews a collared or light-colored shirt; 
he instead doubles down on the dark blue with a turtleneck to match the 
color of his pinstriped suit. Bold choice, but he sticks the landing 
fabulously. I also peep the double-breasted vest, making this three-piece 
suit a true head-turner. 

2. Patrik Laine 

Why choose one color when you can have 2⃣ ?@Nationwide | #CBJ 
pic.twitter.com/ELpRLVOpVG 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) November 10, 2022 

Mama, there goes that man again! Since returning from his elbow injury, 
Laine has stepped onto the runway scene with a vengeance, making up 
for lost time. He continues to break out suits that would, deservedly, put 
him in the No. 1 spot week to week. I appreciate his creativity and 
boldness as he lands this blue-and-brown suit with ease. I do think the 
blues between the suit and hat are different, but I also acknowledge there 
are probably very few hats that would’ve matched the fit here. Not 
everyone is willing to be as adventurous as the Columbus Blue Jackets 
winger, which is why it will take a lot to push him off the top. A lot of 
people work hard, but Laine’s stylist clearly works harder. 

1. Cole Caufield 

With this marvelous burgundy plaid suit, bright green pocket square and 
no socks to match, the Montreal Canadiens right winger’s suit fits him like 
a dream, which is obvious, because look at the smile on Caufield’s face. 
That guy knows he is stylin’ and profilin’. The double-breasted suit is a 
show stopper, even though he opted for a simple white shirt with a black 
tie — I would’ve loved a burgundy tie here. But you know what pushed 
Caufield just over the edge for me? This suit gives me a Christmas vibe, 
sort of like a luxury wrapping paper deal. His suit is the gift that keeps on 
giving, which is what narrowly gave him the edge over Laine for this 
week’s top spot. 
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NHL season predictions 2.0: Revised picks for Stanley Cup, playoff field, 
awards and more 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 13, 2022 

 

 

Scott Powers, Scott Wheeler, Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey 
Masisak, Arpon Basu, Corey Pronman, Michael Russo, Jonas Siegel, 
Charlie O'Connor, Jeremy Rutherford, Eric Duhatschek, Allan Mitchell, 
Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith, Fluto Shinzawa, 
Saad Yousuf, Eric Stephens, Matthew Fairburn, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman, Hailey Salvian, Sean McIndoe, Mark Lazerus, Jesse 
Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille, Peter Baugh, Ian 
Mendes, Julian McKenzie, Cory Lavalette 
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It’s only been a month. Four short weeks. How much could have possibly 
changed in that limited time since most NHL teams opened their 2022-23 
seasons on Oct. 11 or 12? 

For some, it’s pretty startling. 

Since The Athletic polled its NHL staff for preseason predictions, the 
Bruins have barely lost, the Blues have barely won, Connor McDavid has 
been better than ever, Erik Karlsson has turned back the clock and all 
sorts of other unexpected developments have unfolded. 

What’s the sum of it all? This week, we polled staffers on the same set of 
questions we asked in the preseason. Here’s how our expectations for 
2022-23 have already evolved, with expert analysis, critique and a few “I 
told you so’s” from senior national writer Sean Gentille, national writer 
Hailey Salvian, analytics guru Shayna Goldman and NHL betting expert 
Jesse Granger. 

Who will win the Stanley Cup? 

Gentille: The fact that the Avs spun a pretty meh start into an uptick here 
says a lot. Winning a Cup — especially the way they did — deservedly 
gets you cred and time to waste. Outside of Vegas and maybe Dallas, 
nobody in the West has outkicked their coverage, either. An easier path, 
or the perception of one, helps a bit here. 

Granger: No team saw a bigger jump in expectations — both in this poll 
and in the sportsbook odds — than the Bruins. After no one picked them 
to win the Stanley Cup before the season, 11.1 percent of writers are 
now on board. Meanwhile, the oddsmakers had the Bruins at +3,000 
(13th in the NHL) in the preseason but now have them with the second-
best odds, at +900. It’s easy to see why. Boston has dominated both 
sides of the puck, with the league’s top-rated offense and the second-
rated defense behind only Vegas. 

Salvian: Carolina might not have the same lopsided record early on as, 
say, Boston or Vegas, but let’s all remember: The Hurricanes are going 
to get an internal trade-deadline boost when Max Pacioretty comes off 
long-term injured reserve to add to a forward group that already includes 
star-level Andrei Svechnikov and a leveled-up Martin Necas (among 
others). I picked the Canes the first time around, and I’m sticking with 
them now. 

Goldman: Just as the Hurricanes have internal boosters, so too do the 
Avalanche, who will eventually get Valeri Nichushkin and Gabriel 
Landeskog back. It makes sense that so many of us are still behind 
them, even though the start hasn’t been the caliber we expect. RIP to 
any belief in the Oilers, Flames and Panthers, though. Yeesh. 

Who will be the runner-up? 

Goldman: The Bruins are the trendy pick again here, with a combined 
38.9 percent of us voting for them to be either the champs or runners-up. 
Everyone expected this team to meander until the returns of Brad 
Marchand and Charlie McAvoy, and instead they came out and just 
crushed it — and now have both players back. The team is clicking in all 
areas and is only going to get better. I would also just like to point out 
that some of us (hi!) believed in Boston all along and thought the Bruins 
would be the playoff disruptors to reach the Cup Final in our original 
season predictions. The editor of these predictions even reached out 

after I submitted my spicy preseason picks, asking, “the Bruins???” And 
look at where we are now! 

Gentille: I picked the Hurricanes in the preseason, and I couldn’t do it 
again … because I have them winning the whole thing. 

Who will finish in last place? 

Gentille: This all feels correct. Three-game win streak aside, Arizona is 
still only five points out of the No. 32 spot. The Blue Jackets were always 
going to be bad, even though this level of all-out putridity was a little 
unexpected. They deserve the votes they got. The Coyotes, though, 
have a “three points in 21 games” streak in them. They’re built for this. 

Granger: Hold on a second while I wipe the egg from my face after 
picking the Flyers to finish with the league’s worst record in the 
preseason. It is interesting that the Coyotes still dominated this poll 
despite currently sitting ahead of 11 teams in the standings. Everyone is 
(understandably) expecting Arizona’s currently elite power play to cool off 
at some point. 

Goldman: The one wild card since predictions polling closed Friday 
morning is finding out that Zach Werenski is out for the season. Maybe 
the Broken Jackets get even bigger percentages now. It’s going to be 
tough to beat out the eventual slide down the standings from Arizona, 
though, especially if the Coyotes sell more pieces at the deadline. 

Which preseason dark horse could contend for the Cup? 

Must have been a team with +5,000 odds of winning the Cup or worse 
during the preseason (preseason odds via Bet MGM) 

Granger: In the matter of a month, New Jersey’s odds to win the Cup 
have shortened dramatically — from +6,600 longshots at the start of the 
season to +2,200. Last season, the Devils were a strong team at even 
strength that suffered from poor goaltending. In 2022-23 so far, New 
Jersey is still in the bottom 10 in team save percentage, but the Devils 
have dominated in front of their goalies, so much it hasn’t mattered. If 
Vitek Vanecek or Mackenzie Blackwood (when he returns from injury) 
can provide league-average play in net, look out. 

Gentille: I couldn’t bring myself to pick the Devils in this spot in the 
preseason, and I can’t pick them now. Not gonna sign off on Vanecek or 
Blackwood until we get, like, a couple of months of sustained decent 
play. I refuse! You can’t make me! 

Salvian: You’re a coward. I don’t even care that Blackwood and Vanecek 
are hurt. The Devils are real! 

Goldman: What helps New Jersey is that it is so good in front of the blue 
paint, the goaltenders really don’t have to do much. So the bar for being 
decent is very, very low. It’s just a matter of seeing how the Devils look 
against tougher opponents since they haven’t had the hardest schedule 
just yet. It does make sense there’s more support for them than 
Vancouver or Ottawa, though, at least right now. 

Salvian: Dallas is a natural choice here, too. The Stars have one of the 
best lines in the league (again) in Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski and 
Roope Hintz. Miro Heiskanen is very good, and before a tough outing 
Friday, Jake Oettinger had posted comparable numbers — .952 save 
percentage and 1.40 goals-against average — in his first seven starts to 
his star-turn performance in the first round of the playoffs against 
Calgary. 

Which preseason darling will be the biggest disappointment? 

Must have been a team with +4,000 odds of winning the Cup or better 
during the preseason (preseason odds via Bet MGM) 

Goldman: Maybe last time around we had too much fun making fun of 
the Leafs inevitably blowing it — and that’s still not out of the cards! But 
the Blues … oh the Blues. St. Louis looked less impressive coming into 
2022-23 than where they finished last season — less goalie depth, no 
improvements on an already weaker blue line and no David Perron — 
and the results have been even worse than expected. Even after 
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snapping the franchise-record eight-game skid Thursday, they’re rocking 
a lowly .333 win percentage. The playoffs aren’t out of reach after just a 
dozen games, but the Blues’ path back got a lot more challenging with 
this terrible start. All they have to do is fix their average offensive 
creation, terrible finishing, iffy defense, putrid penalty kill and goaltending. 
Good luck! 

Gentille: I was contractually bound to mark down the Flames here 
because I, uh, picked them to win the Stanley Cup. Like, the whole thing. 
I still like the roster, but the line of Jonathan Huberdeau, Elias Lindholm 
and Tyler Toffoli is not working, and Jacob Markstrom looks … tired? 
Bad? I dunno. I made a mistake, leave me alone. Also, maybe Jesse can 
weigh in here, but the Blues’ +3,000 preseason odds still don’t seem out 
of line to me. They’re terrible, sure, but I don’t think there was a wild 
amount of preseason confidence there, either. 

Salvian: Who would have thought Markstrom, a Vezina finalist last 
season, would be a sub-.900 goalie one month into 2022-23? At this 
point in 2021-22, he had four shutouts! Right now, he has only four wins. 
Something weird is going on in Calgary. The Flames are either going to 
turn it around and be better for the adversity or they’re going to be a 
massive disappointment, especially considering the several moves they 
made to go all-in to win it in the next three years. 

Granger: You’re spot on, Sean. The Blues were +3,000 to win it all when 
the season started, and after the worst start in the league, they sit at … 
+3,300. Not much of a change there. I think the Blues are just waiting 
until they reach last place, at which point they’ll find a sentimental old 
song, and then the NHL is in trouble. 

First coach fired 

Percent of vote Preseason Now 

Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets 

0.0% 

25.0% 

Bruce Boudreau, Vancouver Canucks 

0.0% 

22.2% 

D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators 

17.9% 

19.4% 

Craig Berube, St. Louis Blues 

2.6% 

19.4% 

Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks 

12.8% 

8.3% 

Peter Laviolette, Washington Capitals 

5.1% 

2.8% 

John Hynes, Nashville Predators 

0.0% 

2.8% 

Dave Hakstol, Seattle Kraken 

25.6% 

0.0% 

Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils 

17.9% 

0.0% 

Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple Leafs 

10.3% 

0.0% 

Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers 

2.6% 

0.0% 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton Oilers 

2.6% 

0.0% 

Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings 

2.6% 

0.0% 

Salvian: Lindy Ruff went from public enemy No. 1 in New Jersey — and 
one of the coaches we thought could be the first fired in the preseason — 
to an example of how to save your job in 10 days. Fans booed him during 
the home opener and started chanting “Fire Lindy” after the 0-2-0 start. 
Well, the Devils are 11-1-0 since then and riding an eight-game win 
streak, and now Ruff has a sweet zero percent of the vote. Next up on 
the hot seat: Brad Larsen with the Blue Jackets. They have only three 
regulation wins, one of the worst goal differentials (minus-22) in the 
league, and now Werenski is done for the year. Things don’t look good. 

Gentille: I figured it’d be an all-or-nothing year for Bruce Boudreau, given 
his contract status. I picked “all.” Whoops. 

Granger: To go from the panicked state that surrounded the Maple Leafs 
a week and a half ago to Sheldon Keefe not receiving a single vote here 
is so Toronto. It’s no surprise to see Larsen at the top of this list. The 
Blue Jackets haven’t just been bad; they’ve looked like a mess, allowing 
five or more goals in seven of their 13 games, and six or more in four of 
those. 

Goldman: A big jump worth noting here is Craig Berube. Remember the 
last time the Blues changed coaches mid-season? 

West playoff field 

We asked each voter to pick the eight West playoff teams. Here is the 
percentage of the vote received by each team. (Note: * playoff team in 
2021-22) 

Salvian: I’m a bit surprised that the Kraken didn’t make the cut on more 
ballots. I know it’s early, but they’ve looked really solid. Andre 
Burakovsky is doing what they signed him to do — he’s leading the team 
in points — Brandon Tanev is back, Martin Jones has done his job and 
Matty Beniers is the early Calder favorite. Having a team like Calgary in 
the playoff race over Seattle assumes that the Flames are going to figure 
it out and start clicking like they did in their first four games of the season, 
but also maybe it means that people don’t quite believe in the Kraken 
yet? 

Gentille: Same goes for the Kings. There’s a lot to like about that team, 
but I also don’t feel better about them now than I did last month. That’s 
mainly because Jonathan Quick and Calvin Petersen have been 
horrendous. It might not nuke the Kings’ season, but it should at least 
have closed the gap between them and the Kraken a bit more. 
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Granger: I understand why people aren’t quite ready to believe in Jones. 
This could be a bias from covering the Golden Knights (Jones has been 
yanked from the crease an insane nine times in 24 career starts versus 
Vegas, including once this season), but I just don’t think the Kraken can 
sustain this for 82 games. It’d be great if I’m wrong. Seattle in the playoffs 
would be fun. 

Goldman: The Kraken feel to me like a team that will be in the wild-card 
race down the stretch before just slipping out. That’s still progress, at 
least. I think most of us figured Vegas would be back in the fold, knocking 
out one of last season’s teams. But the Jets are a big surprise and could 
take out another of 2021-22’s contenders. 

East playoff field 

We asked each voter to pick the eight East playoff teams. Here is the 
percentage of the vote received by each team. (Note: * playoff team in 
2021-22) 

Goldman: The Eastern Conference playoff race could be a banger at this 
rate. While a lot of the favorites are still expected to be in the fold, look at 
that ~40 percent decrease in votes for the Penguins after their recent 
slide. And, wow, have the Capitals fallen. Trendy picks from preseason 
like the Senators have dropped off, too, because their defense is still 
awful, while the Devils and Islanders are on the rise. It’s going to be so 
interesting to see how the Penguins’ core responds when the pressure 
rises, whether New Jersey can continue to dominate in front of the blue 
paint to support its goalies as opponents get tougher, and if the Capitals 
can stop breaking for literally five minutes. 

Gentille: People jumped the gun on the Sens? Couldn’t see that coming. 

Salvian: It’s almost like the 40-goal scorer they traded for has only beat a 
goalie once this season and their second-line center might be out for the 
season. If Alex DeBrincat can turn it around — there are signs that he will 
— the Senators can hopefully make the East even more interesting. I 
want maximum chaos. 

Granger: When a team is as injured as the Capitals have been early in 
the season, it can compound and lead to even more injuries. It’s a vicious 
cycle of players overexerting themselves, playing more minutes to make 
up for the talent missing from the lineup and ending up hurt or worn down 
themselves. Washington is clearly talented when at full strength, but 
considering the age and current state of the roster, it’s hard to see the 
Capitals being close to full strength, so it’s easy to see why the overall 
confidence in this squad has plummeted. 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team. Voted on 
by the Professional Hockey Writers Association (PHWA). 

Gentille: McDavid probably didn’t deserve the Hart last season on merit, 
but the idea of voter fatigue on awards like this is very real. People get 
tired of voting for the same guy year after year. Either way, the break is 
over. 

Granger: Only one person didn’t vote for McDavid, and he still has 67 
games to win them over. It’s fun to see Jack Eichel getting the other vote. 
Coming off his hat trick in Buffalo, he is up to 19 points in 15 games (a 
104-point pace), but perhaps more impressive, he has been on the ice 
for 15 goals for and only six against. His 200-foot game is already 
improving under Bruce Cassidy, and we’re finally seeing what he can be 
surrounded by a talented cast. 

Goldman: McDavid is the slam dunk pick, but I wonder how Cale Makar 
looks the next time we do this poll. If the Avalanche are going to get back 
to the level we expect them to be at, he’s going to be a big part of it. That 
still probably wouldn’t be enough to knock McDavid out of his rightful 
place here, though. 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the leading goal scorer at the end of the regular season. 

Gentille: I’ve said this before, and at the risk of sounding like a pedantic 
killjoy, I’m going to say it again: It only seems like McDavid can just 
decide to win hockey games. If that were true, the inverse — that there 
are times that he chooses not to win hockey games — would be true as 
well. Like, did he opt out of winning the Western Conference final? Of 
course not. That said, I do believe that he can choose to do things over 
the course of an 82-game schedule, and I believe that he’s chosen to win 
a Rocket Richard. 

Goldman: It’s pretty amazing that, mid-shift, you can see McDavid think, 
“I’m going to score a goal right now,” and then he just does it. Through 15 
games, he’s scoring at a rate of 2.71 goals per 60 minutes, which is more 
than a goal ahead of his previous career high. That rate is leading the 
league, and no one should be surprised if he keeps it up. Every year, it 
seems, he adds something else to his already elite toolbox. Last year, it 
was his one-timer. Now, apparently, it’s scoring all the goals. Go off, 
Connor. 

Granger: I think the most impressive part about McDavid’s sudden shift 
to scoring more goals is that he’s doing it without increased volume. His 
shot attempts per 60 minutes are actually down from last season, from 
16.35 to 15.7. His individual scoring chances have also dipped slightly, 
from 11.49 to 11.19. Meanwhile, his goals per 60 minutes have 
skyrocketed from 1.5 to 2.71. He’s been insanely efficient and has 
somehow simultaneously increased his assists per 60 minutes. 

Salvian: Not to be that Toronto person, but Auston Matthews is nine 
goals behind McDavid in the Rocket race. Around this point last season, 
he was 10 goals behind Leon Draisaitl. Matthews won the race by five 
goals anyway, despite playing in seven fewer games than the runner-up 
(Draisaitl). Sure, he had wrist surgery, and we don’t really know why he’s 
gotten off to a slow start. But when he took off in 2021-22, he scored 53 
goals in 59 games. All of that is to say, I’m surprised he got under six 
percent of the vote. 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-around ability in the position. Voted on by the PHWA. 

Salvian: It’s 2015 again and Karlsson is leading all defensemen in 
scoring. The Sharks aren’t good, but Karlsson looks great and is really 
fun to watch. I wonder if voters at the end of the season will opt for 
Karlsson for Norris if he is still up there in scoring, assuming it’s his last 
shot and knowing Makar is going to win a ton of them. 

When Erik Karlsson is on the ice at 5-on-5, the Sharks have outscored 
opponents 12-5 in the past eight games. When he is not on the ice, it's 
16-6 for the other guys. 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) November 11, 2022 

Gentille: I stuck with Makar, but if Karlsson keeps this up for another 
month or so, he’s going to have a real shot. Also, Heiskanen — just like 
we thought — is starting to stack points. Look out. 

Granger: I feel similarly to Sean, sticking with Makar for now but waiting 
for Karlsson to continue this run. If it’s a toss-up between the two, maybe 
this season will make up for one of the Norris Trophies Karlsson should 
have won but didn’t. 

Salvian: Apologies to Charlie McAvoy, this generation’s Kris Letang. 

Goldman: Missing time was the crushing blow for McAvoy, because 
there’s no way his points (which already are generally behind some of 
the other contenders) can catch up — whether that should matter or not. 
Makar’s the front-runner for good reason, but Heiskanen, like Sean said, 
is a player to watch. So is Adam Fox, the way he’s playing. How fun 
would it be to have three newer-age defenders leading this race in the 
spring? 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. Voted 
on by the general managers of all 32 NHL clubs. 
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Salvian: What’s it going to take for Ilya Sorokin to get real Vezina 
chatter? He’s saved 14 goals more than expected so far. The only goalie 
who’s been better in that regard is Carter Hart (16.89), who is carrying 
the Flyers in the early going. I understand Connor Hellebuyck has been 
great, but Sorokin is facing more shots per game and higher expected 
goals, as the Islanders have been a bit leaky defensively. Their 3.1 
expected goals against per 60 minutes were 30th in the league through 
Thursday. And yet, they’re outsourcing opponents with a plus-11 goal 
differential. 

Granger: Oettinger received no votes in the preseason, but he’s quickly 
showing last season’s brilliant first-round playoff performance was no 
fluke. He was fourth in the league through Thursday with 10.1 goals 
saved above expected, and he’d done it while allowing far fewer goals 
than the goalies ahead of him on that list. Hart, Hellebuyck and Sorokin 
all had slight edges on Oettinger in GSAx, but they’d all given up 19 or 
more goals. Meanwhile, Oettinger had allowed only nine — the only 
goalie in the top 15 in GSAx with fewer than 10 goals allowed. 
Unbelievably impressive. At only 23 years old, the future is bright for 
Oettinger. If he keeps this up, he could be the youngest goalie to win the 
Vezina since Jim Carey (21) in 1996. 

Gentille: Without Hart (who has a .941 save percentage along with that 
league-leading 16.89 GSAx), the Flyers are in Arizona territory. I didn’t 
vote for him here — I think Hellebuyck winds up as the guy, for a variety 
of reasons — but 2.9 percent feels unfair. 

Goldman: I don’t think Hart can sustain this level — and the Flyers aren’t 
going to be a playoff team, which is going to keep him out of the race. I 
could see Sorokin or Igor Shesterkin ending as the third Vezina finalist, 
behind Hellebuyck and Oettinger. For Sorokin, the Islanders need to 
make the playoffs (even though that really shouldn’t be the deciding 
factor — and he should have been a finalist last year too!). 

Jack Adams Award 

Given to the coach adjudged to have contributed the most to his team’s 
success. Voted on by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association. 

Also receiving one vote in the preseason: Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue 
Jackets; Bruce Boudreau, Vancouver Canucks; Craig Berube, St. Louis 
Blues; Derek Lalonde, Detroit Red Wings; Gerard Gallant, New York 
Rangers; Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets; Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple 
Leafs; Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings. 

Also receiving one vote now: Lane Lambert, New York Islanders; Jared 
Bednar, Colorado Avalanche; Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers; Derek 
Lalonde, Detroit Red Wings; Dave Hakstol, Seattle Kraken 

Salvian: The Bruins had a hot start to the season without McAvoy and 
Marchand at the top of their lineup. Well, they’re back now, and I don’t 
see a world where they are worse because of it. Sure, Patrice Bergeron 
and Hampus Lindholm look great thus far, but Jim Montgomery steered 
the ship through what many thought would be a disaster start in Boston. 
They’re 12-2-0 and healthy. Wrap up the Jack Adams now. 

Granger: The NHL coaching carousel is hilarious. Pete DeBoer, who was 
just fired by the Golden Knights, is now one of only five coaches 
receiving Jack Adams votes here. So Vegas must’ve really screwed that 
up, right? Nope. The Golden Knights’ coach, Cassidy, is receiving 27.8 
percent of the vote. So what was Boston thinking, letting Cassidy go? 
The Bruins must be in trouble. Nope, Cassidy’s replacement, 
Montgomery, leads all coaches in votes. 

Salvian: Also, I just want to say, I was one of the seven percent who 
voted for Montgomery in the preseason. 

Goldman: I really like the Montgomery pick here because we’re seeing 
how his coaching tweaks have legitimately changed how this team is 
playing. I wanted to see Marty St. Louis on this list, honestly — not 
because the Canadiens are good, or are going to be good, but because I 
think there’s something so refreshing to the way he’s coaching and how 
he’s changed the vibes in Montreal. Maybe he’ll get his due in a few 
years when the team starts trending up. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. Voted on by the PHWA. 

Granger: Logan Thompson may not be getting the national attention of 
Matty Beniers or Owen Power — mostly because he was undrafted while 
those two were top draft picks — but he’s quietly putting together a 
strong Calder resume that should only get stronger. He’s among the 
league leaders in save percentage and goals saved above expected, and 
the No. 1 goalie for the team with the league’s best record. Even when 
Vegas eventually cools down, Thompson will rack up plenty of wins. 

Salvian: Jesse to vote for the rookie goalie -5,000. 

Gentille: I don’t think Juraj Slafkovsky should be on the list here, but it’s 
funny not to see him. 

Patrick Kane sweepstakes 

At the end of the season, Kane will be on this team’s roster: 

Also receiving one vote in the preseason: Detroit Red Wings, Florida 
Panthers, Nashville Predators, Pittsburgh Penguins, Tampa Bay 
Lightning, Toronto Maple Leafs, Vegas Golden Knights, Washington 
Capitals. 

Also receiving one vote now: Calgary Flames, Minnesota Wild, Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Vegas Golden Knights 

Salvian: According to CapFriendly, the Rangers have $765,552 in 
projected deadline cap space. We know these kinds of moves aren’t 
impossible (hello, Vegas), but they have a lot to offload a lot — if Kane is 
even interested in waiving his no-move clause. 

Gentille: I love imagining how the Rangers would create the cap space 
necessary to add Kane. “Hey Kyle, it’s Chris Drury — I’m wondering how 
much we’d have to add to our initial offer of Barclay Goodrow and a 
second to get this done. Call me back.” 

Goldman: The team that just lost a Kane of its own for some time 
probably needs him the most, so you’d think the votes would be a bit 
higher there. But how in the world would the Oilers afford it? 

Granger: Of the seven teams currently getting votes (outside of Chicago), 
the Sabres are the only one with the cap space to actually add Kane at 
the moment. Welcome to the NHL! 
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Sportsnet.ca / Salming inspires Keefe to drill value of legacy into current 
Maple Leafs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 13, 2022, 12:06 AM 

 

TORONTO – Sheldon Keefe has both one eye on the minutiae and 
another on the big picture. 

And so, while the diehards debating every lineup tweak may discuss how 
the coach broke up Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner for the first time 
this season, or how he reassembled his defensive pairs with a surprise 
T.J. Brodie injury, the most meaningful lineup decision Keefe had nothing 
to do with tactics or matchups. 

No, it was a decision based on something more meaningful: Legacy. 
Honour. Respect. 
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So struck was Keefe by the heartfelt outpouring of emotion in Friday 
night’s Hall of Fame Game for ailing Toronto Maple Leafs icon Börje 
Salming that he felt compelled to make Salming’s impact ring even 
louder 24 hours later — and resonate with his players, all much too 
young to have seen one of Salming’s poetic rushes, buttery dishes, or 
nasty battles for space. 

Prior to puck drop against the Vancouver Canucks, Keefe crumpled up 
the default plan and announced a special all-Swede starting lineup: 
William Nylander, Calle Järnkrok and Pierre Engvall up front; Rasmus 
Sandin and Timothy Liljegren on the blue; and Erik Källgren, starting both 
ends of a back-to-back for just the second time as a pro, in net. 

When the coach named his starter, Liljegren says, the room burst into 
cheers. 

“I just thought it made sense to do a tribute to him in that way,” Keefe 
explains. 

“When you see the reaction of the fans, you see the reaction of our 
players, you really feel part of a family, part of a legacy. You feel how 
important it is and how impactful players can be on our city. 

“Börje is obviously a legend here. It’s one thing to see the name or to see 
Legends Row, but to see the person here and see the reaction he gets at 
this stage of life still — from a different era of Leafs fans — it’s not just to 
honour Börje Salming but for our players to feel what they’re doing here. 

“It’s all part of their own legacy, and you want to be someone that’s 
remembered like that.” 

Legacy is a sensitive topic for the current group of Maple Leafs. 

The most powerful individuals in their room undoubtedly have been 
blessed with the skills to build something historic, but, as a collective, 
there is still plenty of hard work to do. 

So, after falling down 0-2 in the first period to a scattered and faulty 
Canucks group, and letting some air seep out of Scotiabank Arena in the 
process, it was encouraging to see the Maple Leafs engaged and 
dominant the rest of the way. 

The Leafs rallied and checked. They battled and pressed, willing their 
way to a rather dominant 3-2 comeback victory over one of those weaker 
sides they should beat but, alas, don’t always do. 

Auston Matthews beat a dialled-in Spencer Martin clean from distance 
like it was 2021-22 all over again. A struggling Engvall scored one for his 
country and his team. 

And Jordie Benn of all people — a visorless, throwback defenceman 
making and surely the brand of player Salming can appreciate — 
whacked in the winner off the boards by sliding down net-front. 

“I wasn’t expecting a D-man to be in the paint there,” Matthews smiled. 

“Unfortunately, he got hurt pretty early there and camp, but I think he just 
has a really calm demeanour back there and a lot of poise with the puck. 

“He makes really good plays all over the ice. He's got really good IQ, and 
I think you saw it tonight.” 

The dependable Brodie (day-to-day) is dealing with an undisclosed 
injury, and although he took warmup, he told Benn to stay ready for his 
Maple Leafs debut. 

“Just so happened, I ended up in front of the net. Pop ’er in,” Benn smiled 
after his revenge goal. “I was definitely a Canucks fan (growing up), so 
it's definitely nice to stick it to ’em a little bit.” 

It’s also nice to win with Salming in the barn and send Leafs Nation from 
tears to cheers. 

“Those ceremonies are much needed,” Benn says. “He's a special 
person and a special player and obviously special to Toronto. Those 
ones are hard to get through. 

“It's definitely a tear-jerker just because of what he's done for hockey. 
Just to be on the bench and get to get to see him in-person and shake 
his hand when he's walking off, it was something I’ll definitely remember.” 

Turns out, you didn’t need to be Swedish, and you didn’t have to be 
watching hockey in the ’70s, to appreciate the magic of this Saturday 
night in Toronto. 

“That kind of stuff really kind of hits you hard,” Matthews says. 

“I think that puts a lot of things into perspective for us as players playing 
here, to have guys like him and others that have kind of paved the way 
for us. It means a lot. And I think you could just see it and feel it in the 
atmosphere in the crowd tonight.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• This is what it looks like to coach a team that has already blown six 
multi-goal leads when the season is only 15 games old: 

• Boudreau on ex-Leaf Ilya Mikheyev, now speeding around Vancouver’s 
top six: “He's added a speed dimension that we don't have and he's 
chipping in goals. 

“He's well on his way to a 25-goal season and more points than he's had 
in the past. He does a lot of good things for us. Because he missed a lot 
of training camp, he's just starting to get better." 

• The Maple Leafs are now aiming for Tuesday to get Matt Murray back 
in action. That would be in Pittsburgh. 

• Why did Benn choose Toronto in free agency? 

"I've watched the Maple Leafs, and I've hated playing against them. And I 
kinda wanted to be on this side of things for once." 

• Arrrrrrr…. Gooooooos!!! 
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Sportsnet.ca / Backed by Markstrom's shining performance, Flames pull 
off much-needed win 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

November 13, 2022, 2:40 AM 

 

CALGARY — The collective gasp was followed split seconds later by a 
mighty roar. 

Jacob Markstrom had just slid to his left, stacked his pads and reached 
up with his glove to snare a Mark Scheifele shot destined for the twine. 

A save so good it deserves a name. 

With his Flames off to its fifth-straight 1-0 lead, the embattled netminder 
pulled off The Windmill 11 minutes into the first period of a must-win 
turnaround effort Saturday. 

In a game that would later see the Winnipeg Jets battle back twice to tie 
the affair, Markstrom’s dramatic stop was a momentum-turner for a team 
looking to snap a seven-game losing skid. 

It was one of those saves that had Flames fans buzzing for the next 
minute, breaking into a ‘Go Flames Go’ chant while waiting in anticipation 
for video confirmation of what they thought they just saw. 

The replay was so impressive, many in the building stood. 

Heck, it may have turned around the season. 
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“That was a hell of a save, you don’t see that very often,” beamed the 
game’s surprising second star, Adam Ruzicka. 

“It was a big save obviously, got the energy going, the crowd was in it 
and we just kept building off of that,” added Elias Lindholm. 

“They scored a couple minutes later, but obviously Marky played well. It’s 
always fun to see saves like that, for sure.”  

On a night when the Flames finally found a few offensive heroes to snag 
a 3-2 win, it was the man between the pipes who drew first star honours. 

He didn’t have to be spectacular all night long, as the Flames returned to 
drastically outshooting the visitors, 35-23. 

But when called upon early in a tense game the Flames had to win, he 
was the Markstrom of last season again. 

“That was pretty cool,” chuckled Chris Tanev, who returned from injury. 

“Stacked the pads, that's old school. Ron Hextall, maybe? I don't know. 
Definitely in those days. Huge save for us. He made those all night.”  

That was just part of what has been missing through the team’s painful 
slide. 

“I’ve said it before, when you’re on a streak — winning or losing — you 
need your goalie to be a star,” said coach Darryl Sutter. 

“He was a star. That’s what you need.” 

What was also needed was for the forwards to make good on their Grade 
A chances, which the top line did for the first time this season. 

With Ruzicka replacing injured Jonathan Huberdeau on the top line for 
the third game in a row, Ruzicka helped the Flames score first for the fifth 
game in a row, when his centering pass was redirected through Connor 
Hellebuyck’s pads by Elias Lindholm three minutes in. 

After the Jets tied it 11 minutes later, Lindholm returned the favour by 
threading a pass to Ruzicka as the youngster drove the net for a slick 
redirection. 

“Obviously he scored tonight, but I like that Lindy likes who he’s playing 
with,” said Sutter when asked about the Czech youngster. “(Lindholm) is 
our best forward and we shouldn’t be experimenting with him.” 

Read into that one what you will, as there’s still no hint of when 
Huberdeau will be healthy enough to return. 

Throughout the Flames’ lengthy slide the team repeatedly coughed up 
leads, unable to compliment their impressive starts with mistake-free 
finishes. 

They turned that around late in the second, right after Trevor Lewis broke 
a 2-2 tie by corralling a great pass by Mikael Backlund and converting a 
deft forehand-to-backhand deke while shorthanded. 

It stood as the winner, as the team immediately killed off a 5-on-3 
disadvantage and returned to executing the type of shut-down hockey 
this club was built to play. 

Having Tanev back in the lineup, alongside Connor Mackey, certainly 
helped, as the team held Winnipeg to just four shots in the final frame. 

Their late success came as they got back to the feisty forechecking that 
has been their calling card since Sutter arrived. 

Their third line of Backlund, Milan Lucic and Andrew Mangiapane had 
plenty to do with that. 

Finally, a fully engaged, complete effort from a team that, quite frankly, 
finally got what it deserved — a win. 

“It’s important to understand how hard it is to win,” said Sutter, who 
insisted there wasn’t much of a difference between their last few losses 
and Saturday’s win, other than the two points. 

“The reason we hadn’t won lately was we got soft at home. Those three 
(home) games we had a lot of soft players.” 

Not this time, especially in net. 

“Usually when that happens you’re a little late — they pass it over and 
then it’s just desperation and you’re trying to keep the puck out of the 
net,” smiled Markstrom of the stop he made after Scheifele snapped a 
cross-ice pass. 

“I thought we were finding our game (of late) but couldn’t sustain it for 60 
minutes and I wasn’t playing good enough for us to win as well. 

“I thought everybody was dialed in and we earned the win today. This is 
the way we've got to play.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / St. Louis has Dach, Canadiens playing the right way — 
and winning more than expected 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

November 13, 2022, 12:17 AM 

 

MONTREAL — Martin St. Louis says it so often, he might as well print it 
on a t-shirt and wear it to every press conference. 

“He’s not just playing his game, he’s playing the game,” is the coach of 
the Montreal Canadiens’ mantra. 

That St. Louis is using that to describe a different player almost every 
time he talks says much about why his team finds itself celebrating its 
third straight win and an 8-6-1 record on this night. 

The Canadiens are putting in an honest effort every game. They’re a 
group playing within the coaching staff’s concepts but playing freely, and 
a group taking what is given to it without trying to take something that just 
isn’t there. 

That’s exactly who they were in a 5-4 overtime win over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Saturday—a score entirely unreflective of how much the 
Canadiens dominated—and, afterwards, St. Louis was once again 
spitting out his catchphrase. 

This time, he was talking about Kirby Dach, the 21-year-old who came to 
Montreal in a big trade at last summer’s draft after failing to play his 
game or the game as effectively as the Chicago Blackhawks might have 
thought he would when they drafted him third overall in 2019. 

St. Louis could’ve said this about just about any of his players on this 
night, but it was particularly fitting in Dach's case because it was one 
thing to see the forward set up the game-winning goal for Mike Hoffman 
and another to see him help Jonathan Drouin and Sean Monahan score 
the game-tying goal, but it was something else entirely to see the plays 
he made on two third-period goals he didn’t register points on. 

On Nick Suzuki’s 10th of the season, Dach charged down the gut, parked 
himself in front and forced the Penguins to cover him. 

Bryan Rust got back just in time to cover Suzuki’s pass to Dach but 
turned the puck right back over to Suzuki, and that was that. 

The shift Dach put in three minutes before that was a microcosm of what 
the Canadiens seem to be all about right now—players taking care of the 
little details, paying the price, playing the game and reaping the rewards. 

Dach carried the puck deep into the corner late into that very first shift of 
the third period. He got smeared into the glass and dropped to the ice by 
Marcus Pettersson, and then he got up as Suzuki rimmed the puck 
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around the boards, fought his way to the front of the net and created the 
screen on Tristan Jarry that Cole Caufield shot through for his ninth goal 
of the season. 

Yes, Dach added two points after Suzuki and Caufield scored, making it 
11 since joining those two on Montreal’s top line, and it’s exciting to see 
him with 14 points in 15 games after producing just 26 points in 70 
games last season. 

We’re sure Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes is thrilled about it 
after going out on a limb by trading established, young defenceman Alex 
Romanov to the New York Islanders for a first-round pick he flipped with 
another pick to acquire Dach. 

But it’s more relevant that Dach is one of many Canadiens playing the 
right way and helping carry this team to a level no one expected they’d 
be at in the early stages of this first official season of a rebuild. 

“We’re blocking shots, not forcing plays near our blue line or their blue 
line, we’re managing the puck really well—something we struggled with a 
lot last year—and just making the easy play out of the zone,” said Suzuki. 

“All our details have been really sharp and it’s a credit to the coaches 
bringing a good game plan and the players executing it,” he added. 

Look at Kaiden Guhle, the 21-year-old blueliner who finished Saturday’s 
game having played against Sidney Crosby for 13:22 of Crosby’s 16:42 
at 5-on-5. 

For a second time in his young career, not only did Guhle help hold this 
generational talent to zero points and zero shots on net over that time, 
but he also did it simply and efficiently—and right from the start. 

On the very first shift of the game, Guhle gapped up in the neutral zone 
and set the tone against Crosby by just poking the puck off his stick right 
after he received it. He leaned on his strong skating and sharp passing 
skills and played the game in front of him on every other shift that 
followed. 

But Guhle wasn’t alone in this task. Partner David Savard asserted 
himself against Crosby, Rust and Jake Guentzel, who he punished with a 
heavy hit in the third period. 

Canadiens fourth-line centre Jake Evans won his first three defensive 
zone draws of the night against Crosby and pulled back 57 per cent of 
his draws in the game. 

And Caufield, Suzuki and Dach cycled Crosby’s line to death, owning 70 
per cent of the shot attempts and 64 per cent of the expected goals at 5-
on-5. 

Dach’s influence on that outcome—and on this game—was most 
noticeable. 

“I think he’s getting more and more comfortable on that line, first and 
foremost, but you’ve gotta play the game within the game,” said 
Canadiens goaltender Jake Allen. 

“It’s not about just showing up and getting points. You’ve gotta be able to 
play against the top lines of other teams. That’s obviously a big change 
for a lot of those guys that are matched up against the No. 1 line every 
night. It’s not an easy job. Obviously, we know what Nick and Cole are 
doing, but Dacher’s coming along. He really is. He’s proving his worth on 
that line, and it’s looking like it’s going to be a good line for a long time. 
He’s playing the game within the game, being in the right spots, he’s 
respecting the game. You respect the game, sometimes it comes back to 
you.” 

That appears to be the mindset all the Canadiens are operating with. 

They’re focused on the process and playing the game. 

“We just show up every day, and if you try to win the day I think actually 
winning on the scoreboard is just going to be a side effect,” said St. 
Louis. “If you just stay consistent in your daily habits and your thoughts 
and your positivity, enthusiasm, I think if you stick to that and just win 

every day, you’re probably going to end up winning on the scoreboard 
consistently eventually…” 

The seeds for that are being planted right now, and that’s why St. Louis 
can keep repeating himself when referring to the individual success of 
any given player he’s asked about. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'It's been killing us': Canucks suffer yet another multi-goal 
collapse vs. Maple Leafs 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 13, 2022, 12:24 AM 

 

TORONTO — Once rare, the multi-goal collapse has become routine for 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

Their early two-goal lead Saturday against the Toronto Maple Leafs felt 
like a prank, a setup. You’re looking for the hidden camera to record 
getting punked again by a Canuck team that hasn’t had much problem 
building leads, but has proved incapable of keeping them. 

Understand please, this is the National Hockey League and teams do 
score goals and overcome deficits. It has been years since you could 
hook, hold and obstruct your way to victory.  

But six times in just 15 games, over the course of one month plus a day, 
the Canucks have snatched defeat from a two- or three-goal lead. 

From these six games, they have salvaged two loser points.  

Whenever the reckoning comes — and it doesn’t feel far off — the 10 
points the Canucks have squandered in the first month of the season will 
be a root cause. The Maple Leafs scored three times in a little over eight 
minutes early in the second period to eradicate a 2-0 deficit as the 
Canucks lost 3-2 to fall to 4-8-3. 

“We stopped playing,” Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau said of the 
decisive spell. “I mean, it happens every game. There's a 10-minute lull 
or a 10-minute something. The game before, it was the first 10 minutes in 
Montreal, the game before that was in Ottawa but we recovered. Tonight, 
the middle 10 minutes, I don't know. They get the momentum and we sort 
of stopped playing.” 

Bo Horvat’s deflection and J.T. Miller’s power-play laser through traffic 
gave the Canucks a two-goal lead before the game was 13 minutes old. 
But nobody who has watched the Canucks the last month would have felt 
confident about that lead, and it’s impossible to envision the players felt 
confident about it. 

When Auston Matthews was left open on the back half of the ice on a 
Toronto power play and slung a shot past Vancouver goalie Spencer 
Martin to cut the lead in half just 1:46 into the middle period, it felt like a 
prelude. 

Pierre Engvall tied it at 6:27, scoring into an open net at the end of one of 
those chaotic, prolonged shifts from which Vancouver so rarely escapes. 
And one-time Canuck defenceman Jordie Benn scored the winner at 
10:01, flipping the puck past Martin after a shot deflected wide of the net 
and caromed perfectly back to the Maple Leaf from the end boards. 

Just like that, two more points evaporated. 

“I think it's frustrating because you take a breath out there,” Canuck 
defenceman Ethan Bear said, “maybe don't make a hard play, and in this 
league it comes back down and a lot of times it ends up in the back your 
net. In Carolina, I really learned that: you have to be consistent in the 
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same way. Sometimes it's not fun and it's not flashy, but it does get the 
job done. I think we just get away from making the simple play 
sometimes and it comes back to haunt us.  

“You’ve got to be predictable. I've seen it work.” 

Bear was acquired two weeks ago from the Carolina Hurricanes, a 100-
point team that is the template for fast, direct, simple hockey that takes 
away time and space from opponents. 

Good teams like the Hurricanes might not lose six games all season after 
building multi-goal leads. 

“Is it hard to believe?” Bear said when asked about Vancouver’s six 
blown games, four of which preceded his arrival. “Not really. I see why. 
Honestly, it's just details, little details. Little habits like stopping on pucks 
and, honestly, just communicating a little more in our own zone. I know 
it's tough to be robotic, but playing a simple, predictable game is what 
works in this league. When we're on the same page, we're a good team. 
We have a really good lineup, and I think it's just a matter of time. We've 
got to keep working at it.” 

It will take more than hard work Sunday in Boston, where the Canucks 
face what seems like an almost unwinnable game against the Bruins in 
the second half of a weekend back-to-back. 

The Maple Leafs lost Friday night at home against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, but against the rested Canucks, still looked the fresher team 
Saturday in the middle period and first half of the third. Certainly, Toronto 
was the faster team. 

But Martin was excellent in goal for Vancouver, playing ahead of 
struggling starter Thatcher Demko, and the Canucks had three power 
plays in the final 21 minutes to try to tie the game. 

Brock Boeser, who remains goal-less for the season, hit the crossbar on 
one power play. On another, Toronto goalie Erik Kallgren stopped Quinn 
Hughes’ unseen shot with the butt of his goal stick. Conor Garland shot 
high on a partial breakaway and Maple Leaf Mitch Marner blocked 
Hughes’ shot in the final minute when Boudreau had Boeser on the ice 
instead of rookie Andrei Kuzmenko, whose seven goals this season 
earned him only 9:27 of ice time on Saturday. 

“It's still a blown lead,” Horvat said. “At what point are we going to learn 
from it and fix it? I mean, I'm sick of talking about it all the time because 
I've run out of words to say about it. I think we felt good about our first 
period and then we go out and do that in the second. It's frustrating and 
it's been killing us.” 

• Miller, on for both even-strength Toronto goals, attempted 11 shots but 
had six blocked. . . Defenceman Luke Schenn registered 12 hits. . . 
Vancouver’s defence pairing of Tyler Myers and Oliver Ekman-Larsson 
was outshot 13-6 and had an expected-goals-for of 28.4 per cent. 
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Mark Masters 

 

Columnist image 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who held a team meeting on Saturday at Scotiabank Arena. The 
Vancouver Canucks held an optional skate.  

Erik Kallgren will start on consecutive nights for the first time in the 
National Hockey League.  

"He's earned it," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Back-to-back, of course, is 
far from ideal and normally it's when you would make a goalie change, 
but the fact there's no travel in this one, I think it's a little bit different." 

It's also different because of Toronto's goalie situation. Matt Murray 
(adductor) and Ilya Samsonov (knee) are unavailable due to injury. The 
current backup is 23-year-old Keith Petruzzelli, who has never played in 
the NHL and only has 11 games of experience in the American Hockey 
League. 

Kallgren allowed three goals on 22 shots in a loss to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Friday in Toronto. He took the blame afterwards saying he 
should have stopped the Brock McGinn game-winning goal in the third 
period. 

"It's not good enough by me," Kallgren said solemnly. "It's just not good 
enough. I feel bad for the team. I got to be making that save and we have 
a good chance at winning the game." 

"I didn't think twice about that goal," Keefe said. "Let's not make a big 
deal of it. I thought he had a great game for us. I think he's in a groove 
right now." 

The statistics paint a different picture. Kallgren is 1-2-3 with an .886 save 
percentage this season. 

"He's playing as well as he has," Keefe insisted. "I mean, numbers and 
stuff are what they are, but just watching the goalie and watching how he 
moves and how he reacts and deals with different situations to me he's 
gaining more confidence and looks even stronger in the net." 

Kallgren is 1-1-1 with an .899 save percentage since Samsonov left last 
Saturday's game.  

The Canucks will give Oakville, Ont. native Spencer Martin his first 
hometown start.  

"I'm sure he's going to have lots of friends and family here tonight so we'll 
want to play well in front of him," said Canucks captain Bo Horvat, who's 
from London, Ont. "I'm sure he's going to want to play well tonight." 

Bruce Boudreau stressed this wasn't a sentimental choice. Martin has 
won three of four starts and earned this opportunity on merit.   

Thatcher Demko, who allowed five goals in Wednesday's loss in 
Montreal, is 1-7-2 with an .874 save percentage.  

"I think a lot of it is confidence," Boudreau told reporters. "He's working 
through some things." 

Murray, who sustained an adductor injury four weeks ago, looked good in 
a pair of practices this week. Why was he ruled out of Saturday's game?  

"They wanted to continue to build up his workload," Keefe explained. 
"Physically he's doing good. He's been cleared and all that sort of stuff. 
The two practice days were really important to give him those reps and 
give him an opportunity to see where he was at. After he got through the 
first one [on Wednesday] they started to look at it and there's a lot of 
things our performance [and medical] team tracks for players coming 
back from injury and they felt a little more time would serve him well. At 
this point, we're working more towards Tuesday for him." 

On Tuesday, the Leafs play in Pittsburgh, where Murray suited up for the 
Penguins from 2015-20. Murray has only faced his former team once and 
that game was in Ottawa.  

Keefe noted that Samsonov is progressing "really well" and may return to 
practice on Monday.  

"It's been positive," Keefe said of the recovery process. "I'm not sure 
exactly what the plan would be, but I think we'll see him take a big step 
come Monday and work towards a return from there." 

Ilya Mikheyev will face the Leafs for the first time on Saturday. What will it 
be like?  
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"I don't know," the 28-year-old winger said. "I haven't experienced before 
playing against ex-team. We'll see in the evening ... It's weird, but it's life. 
Of course, I'm happy to play against Toronto. I'm excited."  

Mikheyev suited up in 146 games with Toronto over the last three 
seasons. He broke out with 21 goals and 32 points last season. 

Mikheyev signed a four-year, $19-million deal with the Canucks in the 
summer.  

"He's added a speed dimension that we don't have and he's chipping in 
goals," Boudreau told reporters. "He's well on his way to a 25-goal 
season and more points than he's had in the past. He does a lot of good 
things for us. Because he missed a lot of training camp, he's just starting 
to get better." 

Mikheyev has four goals and four assists in 11 games. He will start 
Saturday's game on the top line with J.T. Miller and Brock Boeser.  

"Obviously a fast forward so have to have our gaps pretty good to shut 
him down," said Leafs defenceman Timothy Liljegren with a smile. "He's 
pretty fast. He gets going really quick as well so you really have to be on 
your toes." 

Borje Salming received a big ovation when introduced as part of the 
Hockey Hall of Fame pre-game ceremony on Saturday. The former Leafs 
defenceman, one of the greatest to ever put on Toronto's sweater, is 
battling ALS. Darryl Sittler was in tears as he helped his former 
teammate wave to the crowd. 

"In talking to his family, they said back in Sweden it's hard for him," Sittler 
told TSN. "A moment like this gives him some happiness, some hope. He 
loves seeing guys like Lanny [McDonald], Tiger [Williams], myself, the 
other guys, the Swedes. It was a special night. They say they haven't 
seen him smile as much as he has this evening, which is awesome."  

William Nylander gave Salming a hug before he left the ice.  

"It was very emotional," the 26-year-old winger said. "He was very nice to 
me whenever I spoke to him when I first got to Toronto and whenever I 
saw him. So, that's obviously very, very hard to see." 

 Nylander, like teammate Rasmus Sandin, has a personal connection to 
Salming.  

"I was out in Stockholm one night and he was also out so we had a few 
drinks together," Nylander recalled. "That was a special moment that I'll 
actually always remember."  

The team plans to give Salming a solo tribute on Saturday night.  

Friday was a strange experience for Zach Aston-Reese, who faced his 
old team for the first time.  

"It's just awkward," the former Penguin said. "It's kind of like going to 
dinner with your ex-girlfriend or something. That's how I'd sum the night 
up." 

Aston-Reese scored a goal while landing two hits and blocking two shots.  

"I was pretty fired up," the 28-year-old said. "I tried to play a simple game 
and get in on the forecheck. Tried to have a few hits. I didn't want to kill 
them too much, you know, guys I played with for that long. But, just tried 
to play a simple game and thought I was pretty effective." 

On Tuesday, Aston-Reese will return to Pittsburgh. What needs to 
change for the Leafs to get a win?  

"Pittsburgh's a team you got to be patient against because you're going 
to play a lot of D-zone," Aston-Reese said. "If you can keep them to the 
outside, they're going to get frustrated and take some chances, and that's 
when you got to strike and take advantage of those opportunities, but I 
don't think we did a good job of that." . 

As part of a video posted to team social media channels, players were 
asked to name their favourite cheat meal.  

"Big Mac," said Mark Giordano. "Six nuggets. Super-size fries. And New 
York Cheesecake with strawberries on top for dessert." 

"Probably a burger," said T.J. Brodie.  

"Chicken parm," said John Tavares. "Can't beat it." 

"Kebab pizza with French fries," said Liljegren.  

"Two burgers," Mitch Marner said. "Fries. Hot dog." 

"Pizza, obviously," said Morgan Rielly.  

But one man refused to play along.  

"I don't eat cheat meals," said David Kampf shaking his head. "Not for 
me." 

There's a reason why Kampf may be in the best shape on the team. He 
created a buzz with an off-season shirtless picture while on vacation.  

"I showed that to my fiancee right away," Marner said during a summer 
scrum with reporters at his Marner Assist Foundation charity event. "I 
showed it to one of my buddies the other day. I said, 'He's the most 
jacked guy I've ever seen in the NHL and it's not even close.' When he 
takes his shirt off probably not a lot of guys in our room love it. He's 
ripped." 

Keefe is planning to dress the same players as on Friday, but there is 
one game-time decision on defence. Jordie Benn is on standby and may 
make his Leafs debut.  

Canucks lines at Saturday's skate:  

Mikheyev - Miller - Boeser 

Podkolzin - Horvat - Garland 

Kuzmenko - Dries - Höglander 

Joshua - Äman - Studnicka 

Ekman-Larsson - Myers 

Burroughs - Schenn 

Stillman - Bear 

Rathbone - Dermott 

Martin starts  

Demko 
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