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Weekend NHL rankings: 5 big-name busts, the Islanders are back, and a new bottom team 
By Sean McIndoe 

We’re five weeks into the season. How’s your team’s big 
summer acquisition doing? 

No, it’s OK, you can pass judgment now. It’s still too early, so 
you could absolutely be wrong, but you won’t seem 
ridiculous for it like you would have after three games. You’re 
fine. Sit on your couch with a bowl of chips on your lap and 
scream “not good enough!” at your TV, it’s what fans are 
supposed to do. 

The 2022 offseason was a fun one, with an unusually long 
list of big names switching teams. Some of those have 
worked out, with guys like Matthew Tkachuk, Johnny 
Gaudreau, Kevin Fiala, Kirby Dach, Ville Husso and others 
all at least living up to expectations. But other teams are still 
waiting for their return on investment to kick in. Let’s make 
that today’s bonus five. 

Top five big offseason acquisitions that have been kind of a 
bust so far 

5. Oliver Bjorkstrand, Seattle — The Kraken have been a 
nice early season story, and any negativity has mostly 
focused on the weird Shane Wright drama. Still, it’s worth 
noting that Bjorkstrand hasn’t really done much yet. That 
trade felt like a nice piece of work by Ron Francis, taking 
advantage of another team’s cap crunch to get a good player 
cheap. There’s lots of time for it to work out that way, but one 
goal so far from a guy who pushed 30 last year is a letdown. 

4. John Klingberg, Anaheim — Nobody looks good on the 
Ducks right now, and it’s not like they had to give up anything 
to get Klingberg. But it’s fair to say he’s been just OK so far, 
with no goals and just four primary assists while posting 
lousy possession numbers. All of that has at least something 
to do with the lack of talent around him, but if you’re a Ducks 
fan and hoping that Klingberg would turn into the must-have 
rental target of the trade deadline, you haven’t seen much 
yet. 

3. Alex DeBrincat, Ottawa — The star whose arrival signaled 
the beginning of Hot Pierre Summer had been pretty cold 
until Saturday. Coming off a 41-goal season, he had just two 
on the year, and one of those was into an empty net. Was he 
bad now? No, he was unlucky, shooting under four percent 
after being over 15 percent in five years in Chicago, and all 
the smart people knew the breakout was coming. Sure 
enough, he potted two against the Flyers, so maybe we can 
already put this one in the past tense. If not, the question 
might be how much money he costs himself while we wait. 

2. Jonathan Huberdeau, Calgary — He has just one goal on 
the year, and like DeBrincat that’s largely just bad luck. But 
he’s primarily a playmaker, and that hasn’t been clicking 
either, with just five assists on the year. A big part of 
Calgary’s success last year was the chemistry on the top 

line, and for whatever reason, Huberdeau hasn’t been able 
to replicate that yet. The Flames will need it to happen once 
he returns to the lineup. 

1. Jack Campbell, Edmonton — I’m not sure there was much 
suspense here. Campbell has had some very rough nights 
so far, and this week’s disaster in Carolina dropped his save 
percentage on the year to an awful .873. It’s been bad, and 
Campbell knows it, calling his own play “pathetic” last week. 
That was before he got shelled for seven goals, by the way. 
The Oilers thought they’d finally found their long-term answer 
in goal when they landed Campbell in free agency. Now 
they’re locked in for five years, so there are some nervous 
times in Edmonton right now. 

Honorable mention: Alex Stalock and Petr Mrazek, Chicago 
— You guys were brought in to do a job and you’re not doing 
it. Smarten up. 

On to the top and bottom five, including one spot I just can’t 
figure out. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

5. Pass — Can we just make it a top four? 

That would be easy, as there’s one team in each division that 
I’m completely sold on. We can haggle over the order, but all 
four pretty clearly belong. 

The five-spot, though? No idea. We’re basically stuck 
between two options: A preseason favorite that’s looked 
underwhelming, or a surprise team with a better record that 
may or may not hold up. The obvious pick from that second 
group would be the Devils, who have the league’s third-best 
win percentage and fantastic underlying numbers to back it 
up. But remember, this is about the five teams that are most 
likely to win the Cup. Are we really saying that the Devils are 
already there? The team with Vitek Vanecek and Mackenzie 
Blackwood in goal, one year removed from a 63-point 
season, is a top-five Cup favorite? I’m honestly not sure, and 
the Devils did crack the top five in the Other Rankings this 
week. But I’d rather be too slow than too fast, so I’m holding 
off on New Jersey for another week. 

This was pretty fantastic, though. I wasn’t the only one who 
was wrong about the Devils in Week 1! 

So what about the Jets? That’s an ever tougher sell than the 
Devils, although if you believe that the old Connor 
Hellebuyck is back then you could make the case. Dallas? I 
explained my reluctance last week, and they responded with 
a pair of losses before getting back on track against the 
Flyers. I’m obviously not going to trust a team like Detroit or 
Seattle any time soon. 
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So that leaves us with the preseason favorites. But the 
Rangers and Leafs haven’t been anywhere near consistent 
enough. Neither have the Wild or Oilers. The Flames look 
awful. And last week’s “safe” pick, the Lightning, had lost two 
straight before beating up the Capitals last night. 

I hate it here. 

5. Florida Panthers (8-6-1, +1 true goals differential*) — 
Nobody’s going to like this pick. I don’t like this pick. But they 
did shut out the Hurricanes this week, which was impressive. 
They also lost to the Oilers on Saturday, so who knows? In 
the end, I’m going with the team that’s coming off a 120-point 
season, even as they’re still trying to find their feet. They just 
got Aaron Ekblad back from injury, so they’ve got that going 
for them. 

Can’t wait to watch them go 0-for-4 this week, including a 12-
1 loss to the Blue Jackets. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (13-3-0, +22) — Jack Eichel 
posting a hat trick in Buffalo (and making sure the fans knew 
about it) was some A+ villain stuff. That’s a compliment, by 
the way. Look, if you’re going to turn your heel on the 
franchise you were supposed to save, at least embrace the 
role. Really twist the knife. Solid work by Eichel here. 

But then they lost to the Blues, and nobody loses to the 
Blues. Sorry guys, no promotion for you. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (9-5-1, +2) — They’ve lost three of 
four, for the second time this season. Last time, they 
followed that stumble with four straight wins, and they’ve got 
a chance to get right tonight against the Hawks. 

2. Boston Bruins (14-2-0, +29) — The fallout from the 
Mitchell Miller debacle continues, with the heart-breaking 
details from victim Isaiah Meyer-Crothers making the Bruins 
look even worse. But on the ice, the news has been all good, 
with Charlie McAvoy back in the lineup and four straight 
wins. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (8-4-1, +13) — I get that my 
insistence on keeping the Avs in the top spot despite a 
middling record has been infuriating for a few of you, 
especially those that have somehow missed the three dozen 
disclaimers about this being a long-term view. For the record, 
I’d just like to point out that The Athletic’s hockey crew 
agrees with me … kind of. They still have the Avs in the top 
spot for their Cup picks, although they’re tied with the 
Hurricanes. Luckily for us, those two teams faced each other 
on Saturday, and the Avs won. Oh hey, look who’s back in 
first in their division, how interesting. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders — So let me get this 
straight, it’s maybe a good thing when you get to play some 
home games before March? 

OK, the Islanders didn’t have to stay on the road quite that 
long last year. And their season-opening 13-game road trip 
(while construction finished on their new rink) was far from 
their only issue, especially since they kept losing once UBS 
Arena was ready. Last year’s Islanders were just bad. The 
question was whether it was an outlier or a new normal, 

especially after Lou Lamoriello fired the best coach in the 
league and then basically took the rest of the offseason off. 

So far, it’s fair to say the needle is drifting toward “outlier.” It’s 
been dicey at times, with a few big comeback wins mixed in. 
Those remain rare in today’s NHL, so you could call it a bit of 
record-boosting good luck. You could also call it an identity, 
as a team that a lot of us had written off refuses to back 
down, even against contenders like the Flames and 
Rangers. 

Maybe the biggest story is that the Lane Lambert version of 
this team doesn’t look all that different from the best of the 
Barry Trotz era. They’re hard to score on, with good penalty 
killing and excellent goaltending from Ilya Sorokin. They 
score more than you think they do, with two top lines that can 
hurt you. They grind. And so far, they beat good teams, 
including the Avs and Hurricanes. 

Then they lose to the Coyotes and you wonder a bit. But only 
a bit. With both Washington and Pittsburgh showing signs of 
closing windows, the path to a Metro playoff spot is looking 
clearer than we’d thought it would be. And remember, as bad 
as last season was, the Islanders still finished the year with 
84 points, good for the ninth spot in the East. If that’s the 
worst-case scenario for this group, then the door is open for 
at least a postseason return. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

It was Hall of Fame weekend in Toronto, leading up to 
tonight’s induction of Herb Carnegie, Roberto Luongo, Riikka 
Sallinen, Daniel Alfredsson and the Sedin twins. But the 
highlight of the weekend, and maybe the season so far, was 
this moment on Saturday: 

The legendary defenseman had also appeared the night 
before, sharing an emotional moment with Darryl Sittler. 
Salming is battling ALS, and is no longer able to speak, and 
this was an opportunity for Toronto fans and the hockey 
world to express how much he’s meant to them. If you’re not 
familiar with Salming’s career and his place in hockey 
history, this piece is a good place to start. Keep fighting 
Borje, we’re all with you. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (4-9-3, -12) — It’s a week of change 
in the bottom five, with a new team in the one-spot and the 
Canucks joining the ranks for the first time. That means no 
more Montreal, who drop off the list for the first time while 
continuing to churn along over .500. 

The Canucks can only wish they could reach those heights, 
with three straight regulation losses burying them even 
further down the standings. A coaching change feels 
inevitable here, and it’s hard not to feel awful for Bruce 
Boudreau, stuck with a bad roster and a team president who 
seems to want to publicly shiv him at every opportunity. 

Meanwhile, Drance lays out the case for a nobody-is-
untouchable rebuild, contrasting the current Canucks plan to 
that of the Habs team they just replaced here. 

4. San Jose Sharks (5-9-3, -11) — One of the feel-good 
stories of the first month was how rarely hockey fans had to 
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endure a shootout. There have only been 11 all year, which 
is 11 too many but not too bad. But the Sharks account for 
four of them, including last night’s win over the Wild that saw 
them come back after being down 2-0 with six minutes left in 
regulation. What I’m trying to say is: Knock it off, San Jose. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (4-10-1, -27) — Three losses, all in 
regulation, and 12 more goals against to add to their league-
leading total. It’s bad. Oh well, at least Trevor Zegras is still 
scoring highlight-reel goals that don’t count because of one 
of the dumbest rules in sports. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (6-8-1, -14) — For what it’s worth, our 
writers still think the Coyotes are the favorite to finish dead 
last. But that came before some injury news broke, so at the 
risk of getting out over my skis a little bit, I’m giving top spot 
to … 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets (4-9-1, -23) — With Zach 
Werenski out for the year, I’ve seen enough. This season is 
officially a write-off for the Blue Jackets, and that means they 
should fire up the tank. They’ve already got lousy 
goaltending, and losing one of their best players means they 
can do what needs to be done with a clear conscience. 

Not ranked: Calgary Flames — I didn’t give any serious 
thought to putting them in the bottom five, and won’t for a 
long time. But the fact that we’re even talking about them 
way down here is pretty incredible. I had them in the top five 
in each of the season’s first three weeks, and sure, I’m bad 
at this. But heading into the last week of October, the Flames 

were 5-1-0 and had already beaten the Avs, Oilers, Knights, 
Hurricanes and Penguins. 

Then they lost seven in a row, a streak they finally snapped 
on Saturday with a win over the Jets. 

I don’t get it. I’m not even sure where to start. Like just about 
every surprising NHL result, you can instinctively point to the 
goaltending, and it’s true that Jacob Markstrom has been 
bad. But why? He’s a good goaltender, and Darryl Sutter 
knows how to put a defensive system in place, so you think 
they could get a few saves. 

They also can’t score, which is maybe a little less surprising 
but not by much given the talent that’s here. The special 
teams have been just OK. They look sloppy, which has never 
been a Sutter thing. They’re capped out and injuries haven’t 
helped, as Julian points out, and maybe it’s partly a 
chemistry thing after one of the most hectic offseasons in 
recent history. 

But even when you add all of that up, the Flames’ losing 
streak didn’t make sense. They should be too good to lose 
this often, and I’m really not sure where they go from here. 
Sutter has a new extension, so you’d think he’s safe. Do you 
make a big trade if you’re Brad Treliving, especially after all 
that offseason chaos? Maybe the answer is that you just 
relax and trust the process, knowing you’re only a few points 
out of a playoff spot. 

That’s probably the route I would take, but it wouldn’t be with 
much confidence. Flames fans, help me out, what’s 
happening here? 
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Mailbag #42: Brady Skjei 
The Canes trusty defender answers your questions 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Now a month into the regular season, the 
Canes are on pace for another 100+-point campaign. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei took the time this week to answer 
some of your questions, which you were kind enough to send 
in via Twitter. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

Can you confirm that you are the best golfer on the team? 
@King_Caniac 

I don't know. Actually, I think it might be Stefan Noesen. 
We're both really tight, so I'd say either me or him. 

Are you a scratch golfer? 

I am. 

How long did it take to get to that? 

I played high school golf, so I've been around scratch since 
senior year. 

Favorite golf course in the area? - @haroldpooter 

Old Chatham Golf Club, no doubt. We've got a bunch of 
guys that are members there. It's a good spot for us to go on 
off days and hang out. 

Do you have a favorite hole there? 

No. 14. It's a par five that if you hit a drive, you could have a 
150 to 175-yard shot to the green and give yourself a chance 
at a little magic. 

If you get the AUX right now, what song are you playing? - 
@jsingle919 

If it's before a game, "I'm Good (Blue)" by David Guetta and 
Bebe Rexha. I think it's a good one and it gets the boys 
going. 

Dogs or cats? - @isthisdarby 

Dogs. I've got two golden retrievers. They're both puppies, 
but they're good dogs. 

Favorite moment so far as a Hurricane? - @baileyycurtiss 

Probably when we swept the Rangers in the bubble. It just 
meant a lot to me, having been on that team for a while, 
knowing all of those guys and then being traded here. 

 How often do you and Brett Pesce actually hang out? - 
@soccer_micah 

This year's been crazy. I feel like we've been on the road the 
entire year so when we are home we both like to spend time 
with our significant others, but on the road it's every day. 
When we're at home we get together, for sure, we like to golf 
and we spend a good amount of time together. 

What's something people don't know about Brett Pesce that 
you're willing to spill? 

He does really good impersonations. Like, really good. 

Are you willing to share your go-to hair products? - 
@brandongray82 / @BlaineStewart / @Luke29292929 

American Crew's Forming Cream. It's good stuff. 

If you weren't playing hockey, what would you be doing? - 
@sc_girl1974 

I think the easy answer would be golf, but I think that would 
be incredibly hard for me to make it in, so I'd probably say 
real estate. Both of my parents are in it, so I could see myself 
doing that. I enjoy looking at homes. I feel like I'm always on 
Zillow just looking at places. I'm not even looking to buy 
them, I'm just looking at them. 

What's your favorite arena to play in? - @loisasaro 

(After PNC Arena, obviously...) 

Probably Madison Square Garden or the Xcel Energy Center 
just because of being at home. It's always fun for me to see 
a bunch of family and friends at those games. 

Favorite Da Beauty League memory? - @Erich_K8 

Honestly it's when we get to spend time with the kids from 
the Hendrickson Foundation. It's a program for individuals 
with disabilities and they come out and play a game with us. 
We have about 15-20 guys that either play with them or 
against them and that's the best moment of the summer. All 
the guys that are there really enjoy it. 

What's your coffee order? - @tommyshelbys 

I've switched it up recently, actually. It usually always used to 
be iced coffee, no sweetener, with a little bit of skim milk, but 
now I'm trying to just do cold brew, black. 
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Blackhawks take on the Hurricanes following Tinordi’s 2-goal showing 
By The Associated Press 

Carolina Hurricanes (9-4-1, third in the Metropolitan Division) 
vs. Chicago Blackhawks (5-5-3, fifth in the Central Division) 

Chicago; Monday, 8:30 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Chicago Blackhawks host the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Jarred Tinordi scored two goals in the 
Blackhawks’ 3-2 win against the Anaheim Ducks. 

Chicago has a 5-5-3 record overall and a 4-2-1 record in 
home games. The Blackhawks have a 5-1-2 record when 
scoring three or more goals. 

Carolina is 9-4-1 overall and 5-3-1 in road games. The 
Hurricanes have allowed 39 goals while scoring 44 for a +5 
scoring differential. 

The teams meet Monday for the sixth time this season. The 
Hurricanes won 4-3 in the previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jonathan Toews has seven goals and 
three assists for the Blackhawks. Patrick Kane has two goals 
and nine assists over the past 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 11 goals and six assists for the 
Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has four goals and five assists 
over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blackhawks: 4-3-3, averaging 2.7 goals, 
4.7 assists, 4.6 penalties and 11.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up three goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.7 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Blackhawks: Alex Stalock: out (concussion), Seth 
Jones: out (thumb), Ian Mitchell: out (wrist), Tyler Johnson: 
out (ankle). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo Teravainen: out 
(upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

 

  

 

Carolina Hurricanes @ Chicago Blackhawks: Storm Advisory and Game Preview 
The Carolina Hurricanes will face the Chicago Blackhawks 
for the first time this season. 

By Zeke Lukow  

Game Preview 

Carolina Hurricanes (9-5-1, 19 points) @ 

Chicago Blackhawks (6-5-3, 15 points) 

November 14, 2022 — 8:30 p.m. EST 

United Center — Chicago, IL 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Second City Hockey 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes will be in the Windy City for the only 
time this season as they take on the Chicago Blackhawks 
Monday night. 

The Canes may be seeing a few familiar faces in Petr 
Mrazek, back healthy once again, and Max Domi, who’s off 
to a strong start with four goals and 10 points in 14 games. 

The Hurricanes will be hoping for a better special teams 
performance then they got last game, going 0 for 5 on the 
power play and just 3 for 4 on the penalty kill. Carolina has 
now given up a power play goal in 11 of their 15 games. 
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They’ll be facing a Chicago team that has had relatively no 
pressure, expected by many to be one of the worst in the 
league, but that has found strong results regardless. 

With the ever dazzling Patrick Kane and a resurging 
Jonathan Toews, it could be a tougher matchup than 
expected. 

 

 

 

 

 

Wolves Come Up Short Against Admirals 6-3 
ROSEMONT, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves got goals from 
Anttoni Honka, William Lagesson and Oliver Cooper but in 
the end fell to the Milwaukee Admirals 6-3 on Sunday at 
Allstate Arena. 

In the fourth meeting between the teams this season, the 
Admirals got a goal and two assists from Egor Afanasyev, a 
goal and assist each from Jimmy Huntington and Kiefer 
Sherwood and scores from Spencer Stastney, John Leonard 
and Tommy Novak to earn the win. 

“At times, we were really good,” Wolves coach Brock 
Sheahan said. “It was tough for us for whatever reason to be 
committed to how we needed to play. They had numbers 
back, we turned pucks over and that led to odd-man rushes. 
When you do that over and over again against good teams 
you’re going to give up goals. We gave up way too much 
quality.” 

Jamieson Rees added two assists for the Wolves, who came 
away empty-handed in two weekend games. 

The Wolves struck first on Honka’s second goal of the 
season while Chicago was on the power play. The 
defenseman’s wrister from the point deflected off an 
Admirals defender and bounded past Milwaukee goaltender 
Yaroslav Askarov. It marked the first time the Wolves scored 
with a man advantage at home this season in 19 power-play 
opportunities. 

Milwaukee notched the next two goals to take the lead. First, 
Huntington found the back of the net and Stastney scored a 
short time later to put the Admirals out front 2-1. 

With just over a minute remaining in the opening period, 
Lagesson recorded his third goal of the season when he 
wired a long shot past Askarov to tie it at 2-2. 

Early in the second, Milwaukee seized the lead on a goal by 
Afanasyev but the Wolves again battled back to tie it at 3-3 
on Cooper’s second goal of the season. Midway through the 
second period, the forward was awarded the goal after 
Ronan Seeley’s long shot deflected off Cooper and skipped 
by Askarov. 

Leonard’s power-play goal gave the Admirals a 4-3 
advantage and Novak’s score gave Milwaukee a two-goal 
lead after two periods. 

Sherwood capped the scoring with an empty-net goal. 

Cale Morris made his Wolves debut in goal and suffered the 
loss despite making 35 saves. Askarov (25 saves) picked up 
the win in goal for the Admirals. 

Milwaukee improved to 8-4-0-0 while the Wolves fell to 4-6-
1-0. 

Next up: The Wolves travel to Rockford to face the IceHogs 
on Friday (7 p.m., AHLTV). 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3877485/2022/11/14/weekend-nhl-rankings-islanders-blue-jackets/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-42-brady-skjei/c-337467820 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-chicago-patrick-kane-hockey-8e196ebe257440c08d2be038fbf9c166 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/14/23457339/carolina-hurricanes-chicago-blackhawks-storm-advisory-and-game-preview 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/13/wolves-come-up-short-against-admirals-6-3/ 
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6 takeaways from the Chicago Blackhawks’ 3-2 win, including Jarred 
Tinordi’s jumpstart and Filip Roos’ ‘Swedish Swag’ 

 

By Phil Thompson 

Chicago Tribune 

Nov 13, 2022 at 8:37 am 

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The beginning was a disaster for the Chicago 
Blackhawks. The ending was a stunner. 

It involved another two-goal rally — fast becoming their calling card — 
with three goals by defensemen and one big 3-2 upset of the Anaheim 
Ducks on Saturday night to close out the California trip with three points. 

“Sometimes it seems like we take a little while to get into it, but as this 
league gets going, you’re not going to have a chance to climb back into 
these games,” coach Luke Richardson said. 

The Hawks haven’t looked slow and outclassed under Richardson that 
often, but that certainly would describe all but the last five minutes of the 
first period at the Honda Center. 

“We had good touches with the puck,” the Ducks’ Adam Henrique said. 
“Our first 15 minutes of the game were great.” 

The Ducks’ Trevor Zegras burned the Hawks out of the gate with a 
below-the-goal-line pass to Troy Terry, and — bang — down 1-0 just 19 
seconds into the game. 

It was 6½ minutes in before the Hawks got their first shot on goal — 
essentially a well-aimed dump-in by Reese Johnson — and the Ducks 
took 18 of the first 19 shots on goals. By then, the Hawks were down 2-0 
after Henrique scored in the first. 

But then Jarred Tinordi happened. 

With six minutes left in the first, the Hawks defenseman took a seam 
pass from Max Domi, dragged it around Anthony Stolarz’s slide to the 
near post and dropped it in on a backside backhander. 

Then with 2 minutes, 42 seconds left in the third, Tinordi’s blast from the 
left point pinballed between Dmitry Kulikov and Stolarz and into the net. It 
was Tinordi’s first career multi-goal game. Heck, it’s his first multi-goal 
season — doubling his career output in one night. 

In between those goals, young defenseman Filip Roos scored his first 
NHL goal, knotting the score at 2-2 in the second period. 

“It went pretty fast, but it’s always fun to score, especially this one,” Roos 
said. “A dream come true.” 

Despite an abysmal start and getting outshot 41-22, the Hawks seem to 
have a knack for hanging around. And if you let them hang around, they 
might hang a loss on you. 

“Rope-a-doped them again,” Richardson said with a smile. 

Tinordi added: “We’ve had great goaltending. That’s kind of been the 
storyline.” 

With 39 saves Arvid Söderblom came to the rescue Saturday, especially 
during a 19-shot first period. 

“We had a super-bad start today. They came out much hungrier than us,” 
Söderblom said. “We picked it up a little bit with like five minutes left in 
the (first) period and then we started to play better. But, yeah, we got two 
points and that’s the takeaway from today.” 

Meanwhile, Patrick Kane snapped a three-game point drought with two 
assists. 

 “He was really going tonight,” Richardson said. “He hit the post on the 
empty net, but I thought he could have had another goal or two.” 

Here are six takeaways from the win. 

1. Jarred Tinordi must be quite fond of The Ponda. 

Tinordi came into the game with two goals in his career, the latter of 
which came last January at the Honda Center — nicknamed “The Ponda” 
— when he played for the New York Rangers. 

“Last year I had a lucky bounce like that in this building, too, so maybe 
it’s the building that’s got me some good vibes out there,” he said. 

The goal also seemed to snap the Hawks out of their early funk. 

“He had a great game for us,” Richardson said. “He was the only one that 
was really into the game, other than our goaltender, early.” 

Tinordi added: “You never want to start the game down 2-0, and if you 
can get one after that it gets you feeling good, gets you moving in the 
right direction. It was nice to get on the board and we can breathe a little 
bit. 

“You know, a one-goal game sounds a lot better than a two-goal game.” 

2. Filip Roos showed off his ‘Swedish Swag’ and scored his first NHL 
goal. 

The Hawks have been high on Roos since training camp, and he 
validated that faith Saturday, flashing a range of skills in the sequence 
leading up to his first career goal. 

Domi blocked a Zegras slapper and shoveled it to Roos. Roos alertly 
stretch-passed to Kane, who dished it back to Roos as he quickly caught 
up. Roos fired at Ducks goalie Stolarz, who blocked it, but Roos never 
stopped his stride and planted his rebound into the back of the net. 

“I got a good pass from Domester and, yeah, it worked out pretty well,” 
said Roos, who held the puck while posing for a picture with his father in 
the locker room. 

First NHL goal with dad in the building   

“We were all super pumped for him,” Tinordi said. “I was just telling him it 
took me like 105 games or something like that to get my first one.” 
(Actually it was 61 for Tinordi.) 
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Roos’ first goal came in his eighth career game. 

Connor Murphy joked last week that Roos — a Gothenburg, Sweden, 
native — has “Swedish Swag,” a mix of style and confidence Swedish-
born players seem to have, in Murphy’s estimation. 

So that would apply to Gothenburg native Söderblom too. 

“I haven’t talked about it, but I think we bring some swag, me and Arvid in 
here,” Roos said. 

“Me and Roosie? I don’t know,” Söderblom said. “I think both me and 
Rooster are calm guys, kind of chill guys. Calm and confident too. That’s 
a good thing to have as a young player.” 

3. The Hawks were on high alert for ‘The Michigan.’ 

Zegras had his signature lacrosse-style goal wiped away by an offside 
call, but most teams know it’s in the Ducks center’s arsenal, along with 
flipping the puck from behind a goalie to a teammate. 

“I think Jimmy (Waite) is going to look after that,” Richardson said before 
the game, implying that the Hawks goalie coach was going to make sure 
Söderblom was aware. “Not just the goalie but the defense, got to be 
alert. 

“He’s a crafty player. He can shoot pucks and make plays and obviously 
a certain play like that’s going to be dangerous tonight.” 

That plan went out the window just 19 seconds into the game. 

Zegras zipped behind the net and stopped on a dime to shake Philipp 
Kurashev and Domi in pursuit. Zegras dished to Terry, who planted it 
past Söderblom to give the Ducks a 1-0 lead. 

Tinordi called Zegras “a pretty dynamic player.” 

“You want to play him tight and you want to play him hard,” Tinordi said. 
“You want to win with the space that he has because he can make some 
plays on you. We did a better job of that as the game went on, so that’s 
the positive we take away.” 

Richardson said coaches scouted that very situation with the players. 

“They go on the forecheck and they go east-west behind the net, right 
down the middle, and that’s how they scored,” he said. “We showed them 
all that, so I was watching the replay of the prescout again live. 

“For some reason, it took us a little while to kick off the dust.” 

Richardson said he noticed the Hawks “were a little tired” during practice 
Friday. He was concerned pregame about a possible flu bug circulating. 
Forward Jason Dickinson was scratched with a non-COVID illness. 

“If there’s anything going around, we don’t want to be around the guys 
either. We can’t afford that,” Richardson said. “We have our flu shots 
waiting for us at home.” 

4. Philipp Kurashev and Andreas Athanasiou switched lines — for now. 

In the third period against the Los Angeles Kings, Richardson bumped 
Kurashev up to the top line with Kane and Max Domi, and placed 
Athanasiou on the second line with Jonathan Toews and Taylor 
Raddysh, and that alignment carried over into the Ducks game. 

For at least one game, the Kurashev-Domi-Kane line worked like 
gangbusters. Domi and Kane each assisted on the Hawks’ first two 
goals, with Domi the primary helper in Tinordi’s goal and Kane the 
primary for Roos. 

Before the game, both left wingers were indifferent about the move. 

“We had some good O-zone time” Athanasiou said of the third period 
with Toews and Raddysh. “It doesn’t matter really who you play, all these 
guys are good players.” 

Kurashev added: “Hopefully we can have a good game, have the puck a 
lot, make some plays. I just try to play the same way, win the battles, and 

then I think the rest will take care of itself. You’ve got to be first on the 
loose pucks and help your teammates in the battles.” 

Richardson said “it’s an easy switch back” if it’s not clicking, but he 
wanted the change because of differences he noticed in their playing 
styles. 

The top line was on the ice for all three Hawks goals — but they also 
were present for both Ducks goals. 

After the game, Richardson wasn’t ready to declare it a success or 
failure. 

“Tonight seemed so scrambly right from the beginning, so it was hard to 
really judge,” he said. “We’ll have to take a step back and look at it again 
on the way home tomorrow and see, what’s our best option?” 

5. Patrick Kane I vs. Tie Domi — who’d win? 

Patrick Kane II, the hockey-playing son, had just boasted about the 
“pretty good bond right now” between his dad and Tie Domi, linemate 
Max Domi’s dad, who were reunited on this two-game swing through 
Southern California for the Hawks’ “Dads Trip.” 

But then Kane II was informed that his dad made a crack at morning 
skate about beating up Tie, whose pugilistic credentials are well-
documented. According to hockeyfights.com, most of Tie’s 333 fights 
were against the Hawks and the Kane’s hometown Buffalo Sabres. 

“It’s so funny because Tie’s an unbelievable storyteller, talking about 
fighting guys,” Kane II said. “And he uses my dad as the prop, so he’s, 
like, grabbing my dad all the time. My dad’s just like, ‘What are you going 
to do?’” 

6. Caleb Jones didn’t feel those four minutes — not at first. 

Blackhawks defenseman Caleb Jones during a game agains the Kings 
on Nov. 3, 2022. 

Petr Mrázek said he “needed new lungs” after a four-minute defensive 
shift to end the second period. Caleb Jones needed new lungs and legs. 

“It doesn’t feel that long when you’re actually out there. You’re just 
gassed trying to get the puck out,” Jones said. “But once you get through 
it, and you don’t get scored on, it’s like, ‘Oh my god.’” 

Jones was out there for 3 minutes, 58 seconds, while and defensive 
partner Alec Regula logged 4 minutes, 11 seconds. 

“We got back to the locker room at intermission and we’re just gassed 
trying to get our legs back underneath us and kind of reset. The legs are 
burning a bit, but I would say lungs, it’s mostly lungs,” Jones said. “You’re 
kind of just out there gasping and they’re kind of flying around changing 
lines and you can’t get off. It’s a long change in the second period.” 

To conserve energy, Jones said he and Regula were calculated on 
defense and not be too aggressive until they were sure they could clear 
the puck. The duo didn’t give up a goal. 

Jones has found himself in that situation before. 

“I had one of those last year with Murph (Connor Murphy) in Edmonton,” 
Jones said. The pair both played 4 minutes, 50 seconds during that shift 
in the second period of a 5-2 loss on Nov. 20. 

“I get one of those sort of once a year, it seems like, where I’m getting 
caught out there,” Jones said. 
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Blackhawks’ Patrick Kane, enduring relatively slow start, searches for 
more puck touches 
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By  Ben Pope     

 

Patrick Kane carries the puck. 

Back in autumn 2014, Patrick Kane struggled — by his standards — 
early in the season. He had only 10 points in his first 16 games, a 
statistic he still remembers precisely. 

So getting 10 points in his first 13 games to start the 2022-23 season 
didn’t worry Kane too much. Nor did entering the weekend with no points 
in his last three games. He joked Saturday morning that “hopefully that 
means I don’t go another three without a point.” 

He promptly extinguished any possibility that quip would jinx him. Kane 
had two assists — and nearly a third point when he hit the post on a 200-
foot prayer toward an empty net — in the Blackhawks’ 3-2 victory 
Saturday night against the Ducks. 

But the 33-year-old wing is a bit more worried about — or at least 
analyzing more closely — his general play to start the season. 

The Hawks’ possession numbers are poor across the board, and Kane 
has never been a possession monster even in his best seasons, but the 
Hawks’ scoring-chance ratio (74 chances for, 114 against) and even their 
goal ratio (seven for, seven against) during Kane’s five-on-five ice time 
certainly could be better. 

“It’s not really about points or anything like that,” Kane said. “It’s about 
how to get the puck, get puck touches, how to get it in space so I can do 
my thing. . . . It’s just more about puck possession: getting touches, 
hanging on to it. It seems like a lot of the time we’re out there, we’re 
chasing it, playing in the D-zone.” 

So how do you fix that? 

“It’s a challenge,” he said. “Sometimes I find myself too far ahead of the 
play. So [I could] come back a little bit more, demand it. I might have to 
take it up the ice a little bit more. There are things you can do. But [I’ll] 
just try to demand the puck as much as possible.” 

Coach Luke Richardson moved Philipp Kurashev into Andreas 
Athanasiou’s former spot on Kane’s opposite wing — on the other side of 
center Max Domi — during the third period Thursday against the Kings 
and kept that arrangement Saturday. 

Kurashev brought success to every line he had played on this season 
and offers more well-rounded skills than Athanasiou, especially 
defensively. It makes sense that he could help Kane end up with the 
puck more often. 

“They both have speed, but [Kurashev] is a bit more of a playmaker, 
whereas Athanasiou is more of, like, a jet-speed guy,” Richardson said. 
“Kurashev is more of a puck-handler on the cycle in the O-zone, which 
suits the way Patrick plays.” 

Added Kurashev: “Maybe there will be some differences, but you get 
used to it fast, especially [since] I’ve been playing with so many different 
lines the last couple of years. I just try to play my game.” 

The switch didn’t immediately make much of a noticeable difference, 
however. Richardson hinted after the game Saturday that he might 
scramble the line combinations again Monday at home against the 
Hurricanes, explaining his lineup decisions in California were partially 
because he “wanted to have a look at people in different positions.” 

More changes wouldn’t be jarring for Kane, who has adjusted to 
hundreds of different linemates over the years and said he believes the 
onus rests more on him and Domi to get themselves going. 

And based on Kane’s history, his multi-point outing Saturday could be the 
start of a hot run. In 2014, for example, after starting with the 

aforementioned 10 points in 16 games, he racked up 16 points in his next 
10. 

“There are some positives in there,” he said. “If I can get going and turn it 
on and get to my normal, usual production, this team can take off.” 
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Blackhawks’ MacKenzie Entwistle adjusting to playing left wing for first 
time 

 

By  Ben Pope     

 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Some NHL wingers can play either side almost 
interchangeably. 

Until this season, Blackhawks forward MacKenzie Entwistle wasn’t one of 
them. A right-handed shot, he only had played right wing and a little bit of 
center; he never truly had played left wing. 

But Hawks coach Luke Richardson has changed that recently, slotting 
Entwistle at left wing on the third line. As it turns out, he enjoys it. 

‘‘Skating through the neutral zone, everything is now on your backhand,’’ 
Entwistle said Friday. ‘‘But it’s nice getting into the zone. You can open 
your body up, and everything is a one-timer.’’ 

Added Richardson: ‘‘It’s a tough spot for a big, lanky guy to play on his 
off-wing. There are a lot of pucks in your feet. . . . But he’s versatile. For a 
coach, a utility player is great to have on your team. And he’s a bright-
eyed young kid. He’s always listening, learning and trying to put that into 
his game.’’ 

As a lefty on the right side, Patrick Kane has spent his whole career 
playing on his off-wing. So Entwistle — even as a much different style of 
forward — has studied Kane’s tendencies and talked with him about the 
adjustment. 

Regular linemates Jason Dickinson and Sam Lafferty also have helped 
Entwistle, although Dickinson missed the Hawks’ game Saturday against 
the Ducks with an illness and was replaced on the line by Boris 
Katchouk. 

Entwistle’s biggest adjustment has been in the defensive zone. When he 
picks up pucks along the boards while facing his own net, he now does 
so on his forehand rather than on his backhand. That makes it easier for 
him to identify and make a play to orchestrate a breakout. 

‘‘Being able to look around your left shoulder is a little easier than, when 
your body is on your backhand, looking across and seeing what’s coming 
down your right side,’’ Entwistle said. ‘‘Most [defensemen] pinch down, 
so it’s a tough play, trying to pick it up on your backhand and trying to 
make a play to the middle or a play out.’’ 

In addition to the wing switch, Entwistle has taken on power-play duties 
this season for the first time in his career. He has averaged 1 minute, 54 
seconds of power-play ice time per game on the second unit after 
previously receiving less than five total minutes of power-play time in his 
first two NHL seasons. 

In those situations — and in general during attacking shifts — he’s 
working on holding on to pucks longer down low, taking advantage of the 
extra eight pounds (boosting his weight to 200) he added to his 6-3 frame 
during the offseason. 

That’s all part of Entwistle’s plan to repurpose himself gradually into a 
middle-six, two-way threat rather than purely a bottom-six grinder. He 
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mentioned Lightning forward Alex Killorn as a best-case comparison 
during training camp. 

‘‘Killorn [is] a guy with a bigger frame that can move,’’ Entwistle said. ‘‘He 
protects the puck so well, takes pucks to the net. . . . That’s something I 
definitely want to be. Whether I get to that point or not, ultimately that’s 
going to be up to me. But it’s definitely attainable.’’ 

So far this season, there’s not much in the numbers to suggest a Killorn-
esque breakout is imminent. Entwistle entered the game Saturday with 
two points — both assists — in 13 games while producing the fewest 
individual scoring chances per minute among Hawks forwards at five-on-
five. 

He is only 23, however, and clearly is motivated to improve. 

‘‘He’s a guy we can count on for pretty much anything,’’ Richardson said. 
‘‘So we hope he just keeps building his game.’’ 
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Blackhawks' Tinordi has puck luck versus the Ducks 

 

By Kyle Leverone 

Daily Herald Correspondent 

Updated 11/13/2022 6:08 PM 

 

In his 123rd NHL game, Jarred Tinordi doubled his career goals total. 

He now has 4. 

Tinordi scored twice against the Anaheim Ducks Saturday night. It was 
his first multi-goal game, his 17th point, and his second game-winner as 
the Blackhawks erased a 2-0 deficit and went on to win 3-2. 

"He had a great game for us," head coach Luke Richardson said after the 
game. "He was the only one that was really into the game other than our 
goaltender early. It got our feet under us, that goal kinda got us some 
momentum." 

The Blackhawks claimed Tinordi off the waivers from the New York 
Rangers on Oct. 10, and he's played in all 14 games for the team, which 
has also doubled from his seven appearances with the Rangers in the 
2021-22 season. 

In those seven games, however, Tinordi did record 1 goal: On Jan. 8, 
2022, the Rangers-Ducks game was tied in Anaheim when the home 
team experienced their first bout with Tinordi luck. He ripped a one-timer, 
and Ducks right-winger Jacob Perreault deflected it into his own net. The 
goal put the Rangers ahead 2-1, and they went on to win 4-1.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Fast forward 11 months to Saturday night, and Tinordi is back in the 
Honda Center skating for the Blackhawks, who found themselves down 
2-0 in the first period. It could be that Tinordi's hockey gods are 
headquartered in Anaheim, because it happened again. 

With 6 minutes to go in the first, Tinordi, a 6-foot-6, 230-pound 
defenseman, joined an odd-man rush with Max Domi, who sent one over 
to Tinordi with enough space to go forehand, backhand and to wrap it 
around Anaheim goalie Anthony Stolarz's left leg pad for the goal. 

"You never want to start the game down 2-0," Tinordi said after the 
game, "so any time you can get one after that, it gets you feeling good, it 
gets things moving in the right direction ... A one-goal game sounds a lot 
better than a two-goal game." 

Filip Roos tied the game in the second period, but then the real magic 
happened with less than three minutes to go. From the same spot as the 
lucky goal with the Rangers, Tinordi sent one toward the net, but the 
puck took a couple turns, bouncing off two Ducks players before it finally 
rested past the goal line.                                                                                                   

"I think last year, I had a lucky bounce like that in this building too," 
Tinordi said of the Rangers goal, "so maybe it's the building that's giving 
me some good vibes out there." 

He finished the game with 5 hits, now leading the team with 61. The next 
closest on the team is Connor Murphy with 35. Tinordi is second in the 
NHL in that category, 8 behind Luke Schenn of the Canucks. 

"He's been good," Richardson said about a week before the Ducks 
game. "He knows what he is. He doesn't try to be flashy. He plays hard 
... He's a vocal guy, and he doesn't stand for mediocrity in himself or the 
team, and he says it. It's good to have some authority around like that." 

Tinordi knows he isn't a goal-scorer. He's a big defenseman in charge of 
roughing up the opposition a little bit while getting his own guys 
energized. 

But he was a goal-scorer Saturday night. 

Twice. 
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10 observations: Tinordi, Hawks rally to beat Ducks 

 

BY CHARLIE ROUMELIOTIS 

 

The Blackhawks rallied to beat the Anaheim Ducks 3-2 at Honda Center 
on Saturday. 

Here are 10 observations from the win: 

1. I don't think the Blackhawks could've had a worse start to the game. 
The Ducks outshot the Blackhawks 18-1 at one point and outchanced 
them 16-5 in the first period. Somehow, Chicago trailed only 2-1 by the 
end of it. 

2. Arvid Soderblom started in goal and boy was he tested early and 
often. He faced 41 shots and stopped 39 of them for a save percentage 
of .951. With Alex Stalock (concussion protocol) likely returning soon, this 
may have been Soderblom's last start before he's sent back down. If it is, 
what an encouraging stint it was for him. He's given up only 12 goals on 
173 shots for a save percentage of .931 in five appearances.  

3. The Ducks went into the night giving up 40.4 shots per game, which 
was dead-last in the NHL. The Blackhawks had only five shots in the first 
period and finished with 22 shots total. Not ideal, but they found a way. 

4. The Ducks had a four-minute power play towards the latter stages of 
the second period and the Blackhawks killed it off without much trouble. 
Sam Lafferty was really good on that kill, and they also did it without 
Jason Dickinson, who was out with a non-COVID-related illness. It came 
at a pivotal moment in the game. 

5. The Blackhawks had two goals from their defensemen in the first 13 
games of the season. They had three in this game alone, two from Jarred 
Tinordi and the other from Filip Roos, who scored his first career NHL 
goal. Tinordi doubled his career total from two to four, and three of his 
goals have come in Anaheim. Crazy. 
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6. The Blackhawks had only one 5-on-5 goal in their last four games. 
They had three in this game. A much-needed get-right game for the 
offense, although it was far from their best effort. 

7. The Ducks generated 32 scoring chances, per Natural Stat Trick. The 
Blackhawks had only 17. The Blackhawks have now been out-chanced 
148-71 in their last four games for a differential of -77. And yet the 
Blackhawks are somehow 2-1-1 over that stretch. 

8. Kane ended a three-game point drought by recording a pair of assists. 
He has at least one point in his last 10 games against Anaheim and has 
20 points (seven goals, 13 assists) in those 10 games. He also has 11 
points (two goals, nine assists) in his last three games against Anaheim. 
That's not a typo. 

9. The Blackhawks improved to 6-2-4 all-time on the Dad's trip. They're 
5-3-2 on the Mom's trip, which will happen next year. Bring the parents 
on the road all the time. 

10. After signing John Klingberg, Ryan Strome and Frank Vatrano over 
the summer, I don't think the Ducks were expecting to be this bad this 
season. They were hoping to take the next step, but they are arguably 
worse than last season. Anaheim should probably embrace the tank at 
this point, given how strong the top end of the 2023 draft class is. The 
Blackhawks will have some company in the Connor Bedard 
sweepstakes. 
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Scott Darling’s second act: From Stanley Cup winner to stand-up 
comedian 

 

Scott Darling 

By Sean Fitz-Gerald 

 

“I threw up before every hockey game I played professionally,” he said. 
“Every single one. I would do warm-ups, and I would go throw up before 
every game. That’s how nervous I was.” 

He started working through the math out loud. With 126 regular-season 
games in the NHL, plus another five in the playoffs and dozens more in 
the American Hockey League, Darling figured it worked out to more than 
200 trips to retch in arena bathroom stalls. 

“I don’t throw up before comedy,” he said. “But I do have mild panic 
attacks before I go on stage.” 

The 33-year-old was stationed near the lobby bar at Levity Comedy Club 
& Lounge, in Hamilton, Ont., as a few patrons drifted past. It was a quiet, 
blustery weekday evening outside, which conspired with all the other 
forces of the universe to limit sales to about a dozen tickets, even with 
the promise of seeing a former NHL goaltender work a microphone. 

Darling has adopted stand-up comedy as what he calls a “passion 
project,” and as a way to approximate how it felt to play in front of 20,000 
hockey fans. It was an elusive feeling in retirement, and his stop in 
Hamilton was part of a miniature Canadian comedy tour. 

Jesse Ralph, son of Maple Leafs radio colour analyst Jim Ralph, picked 
Darling up at the airport — “I bet his luggage was more expensive than 
my car” — and was also on the bill. An upcoming show in Barrie, Ont., an 
hour north of Toronto, was said to have already sold out. 

There were still plenty of good seats available when Darling was called to 
the stage in Hamilton. None of the audience was seated in the front row, 

and with the blazing stage lights blocking his view, the 6-foot-5 comedian 
would feel like he was talking to himself. 

“Hello, Hamilton,” he greeted the room. “I actually used to play here. I 
played here, like, a decade ago for the Bulldogs when they were a pro 
team.” 

He paused, then spoke haltingly: “It’s a f–king sh–ty town.” 

There was laughter and even a few claps. 

“Sorry,” he said. “I’m just a jokester.” 

Darling warned the audience he worked in dark humour. He told a story 
of his late father and went on to talk about his own divorce, as well as his 
mother’s cancer diagnosis. (“Oh yeah,” he said, “f–king buckle up.”) 

“I was missing this feeling: The shame, the guilt, the embarrassment of 
letting in a goal in front of 20,000 people every night,” he told the room. 
“What could fill the void?” 

He told jokes for five minutes, 37 seconds to fill that void on stage, before 
handing the microphone back to the host at the end of his set. 

“When you’ve mastered something, you’ve already got the mindset to be 
able to master something else,” said Jesse Ralph. “That’s where you see 
someone like Scott excel, just because he already has the work ethic to 
be great at something.” 

Jim Ralph, the Leafs radio voice, also has a background in comedy. After 
retiring from his career as a minor-league goaltender, he launched a 
sideline career as a paid public speaker. (Even though he does not feel 
comfortable speaking in public.) 

“I’m not a comedian,” he said. “The aim might be the same, but I think the 
pressure of this is a lot more intense. I mean, if you go to a dinner and 
somebody’s mildly amusing, it’s a bonus. 

“If you go to see a comedy show, there’s pressure: You’d better be 
funny.” 

Ralph was a goaltender, and so was Darling: Is there something 
inherently funny in the position? 

“It’s probably a different perspective,” Jim Ralph said. “But I don’t know if 
I could see Eddie Belfour getting up and telling jokes anywhere, either.” 

Terry Ryan, who the Canadiens picked eighth overall in the 1995 NHL 
draft, has moved into television and entertainment. (He recently 
appeared on the Canadian series “Shoresy.”) Jared Keeso was a quick-
to-brawl junior hockey player before he helped create “Letterkenny.” 

There are not, to date, many former Stanley Cup winners who have 
launched a second career on the stand-up comedy circuit. Darling won 
his championship ring with the Blackhawks in 2015. He split time with a 
struggling Corey Crawford over the first five games of Chicago’s first-
round series against Nashville that year, getting four starts and three 
wins. The Blackhawks went back to Crawford early in Game 6 after 
Darling allowed three first-period goals. Crawford never gave the job 
back, but Darling helped them avoid what might have been an early exit. 
He played one more year in Chicago, then spent parts of two seasons 
with the Carolina Hurricanes before ending his career last year, in the 
AHL. 

Darling still lives in Chicago, where he works as a Blackhawks studio 
analyst with NBCSN. 

“I always joke with people: ‘Don’t let me put my mind to something,’” he 
said. “Because if you tell me I can’t, then I’ll do it 10 times better than you 
thought I would. I’m fully dedicated to being a better broadcaster and 
being the best comedian I can be.” 

He travels with two notebooks. If he notices something, or feels the germ 
of a joke somewhere, he will write it down to nurture later. As he arrived 
in Hamilton, he was working on a joke about why he never trusts 
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Canadians because they always seem too nice for his Chicago-raised 
tastes. 

“I’m a super-anxious person,” he said. “I hide it well. But before I go on 
stage, I almost have a panic attack every time. And when I get off, I have 
a stroke. And then I come back down to earth and everything’s fine. 

“But it’s just something I’ve dealt with.” 

In a way, he said, hockey prepared him for stand-up comedy. 

“With a goalie, it’s like a game within a game,” he said. “If you have a bad 
night, the team loses. That’s it. So you’re kind of on an island. 

“If you go up there and you bomb, it’s on you, but if you tell the jokes 
right, you win. It’s just like having a great game and winning.” 
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How good is Nathan MacKinnon’s passing? Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar: “I like when he shoots, too.” 

 

By BENNETT DURANDO | bdurando@denverpost.com | 

PUBLISHED November 13, 2022 at 12:05 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
13, 2022 at 6:09 p.m. 

 

What’s it like to be served on a platter by Nathan MacKinnon? 

Avalanche linemate Mikko Rantanen can attribute 70% of his first 10 
goals partially to MacKinnon’s quality service. 

“It just takes skill to pass,” Rantanen said. “And what kind of pass it is: Is 
it a hard pass or is it soft, saucer — it’s always on the tape for me, 99% 
of the time. So it’s not easy. For sure one of the best passers there is.” 

But coach Jared Bednar, when asked Thursday how fun it has been to 
watch MacKinnon pass, retorted with this: “I like when he shoots, too.” 

Even when the shots aren’t going in. 

MacKinnon is an elite, face-of-the-NHL scorer. But that’s not the statistic 
carrying his point total early this season as he pursues the elusive first 
100-point season of his career. 

Through 13 games? He’s at 23 points, putting him comfortably on pace 
for 145. But only four goals. His 19 assists match Edmonton’s Leon 
Draisaitl for the NHL lead. 

“Brings it every single night,” teammate Cale Makar said. “So I have no 
issue with him not scoring many goals right now. He’s obviously making 
a lot of plays.” 

MacKinnon’s 6% scoring rate — 4.6% at five-on-five — is still more of a 
dismissible outlier this early. According to Natural Stat Trick, he is 
averaging 3.07 individual scoring chances per game at five-on-five, 
ranking eighth in the NHL going into Sunday’s games. And 40% of those 
scoring chances are categorized as high danger. He’s getting anywhere 
he wants to be on the ice. 

More is being asked of him than is typical at this time of year, too. The 
Avs (8-4-1) are down several forwards, most notably Gabriel Landeskog 
and Valeri Nichushkin. MacKinnon is averaging 21:59 in ice time per 
game, which is fourth among NHL centers, only behind Connor McDavid, 
Draisaitl and Aleksander Barkov. 

“At this point I’m not concerned about it because we’ve been sitting 
around resting a lot,” Bednar said Friday. “Now, if we continue to run thin 
and it goes on for another three weeks or so, then I’ll be concerned about 

it. It’s the exact reason why we didn’t skate as a team (Friday). We had a 
planned practice. But I talk with Cale (Makar), (Devon) Toews, Mac. 

“We need guys to be at the top of their game right now because of the 
injuries, and we may need to lean on our top guys more heavily. It’s the 
situation we’re in. Whether I like it or not has nothing to do with it. If that’s 
what we’ve got to do to win hockey games, then we’ll do it.” 

That was fresh off Thursday’s game in which MacKinnon played more 
than 24 minutes. That might have been by design: Bednar deemed the 5-
3 win against the Predators not a full team effort, but as for MacKinnon, “I 
watched him play those first handful of shifts and I’m like, ‘He’s going to 
be a difference-maker tonight,’ immediately.” 

MacKinnon was on the ice for a more sustainable 19:46 on Saturday 
night. He produced another assist and ended his six-game goal drought. 

Still only a 25-goal pace. But the superstar’s scoring total has oddly 
become his least revealing stat. Watch him skate or pass, and it’s clear 
why. 

“I’ve played with lots of good players, but I think the way he approaches 
the game and the things he does to prepare for the following game is 
something I’ve never seen before,” said newcomer Dryden Hunt, who the 
Avalanche claimed off waivers in October. “I’ve played on a few different 
teams now, so I’ve never seen anything like that.” 
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Soap operas, speech coaches and so many stories: Avalanche, NHL 
icon Peter McNab remembered 

 

By BENNETT DURANDO | bdurando@denverpost.com | 

PUBLISHED November 13, 2022 at 5:45 a.m. | UPDATED: November 
13, 2022 at 5:36 p.m. 

 

A weekend trip with Peter McNab could be a revelatory experience. 
Diana Featherstone-Wenner had known him for years without knowing 
him. They met in 1990 when they were in the same workout group. Their 
crew didn’t talk much about jobs or personal lives. She just knew he did 
some sort of broadcasting. 

McNab and Featherstone-Wenner had recently started dating when they 
visited Boston. Early 1994, she thinks. During a nice dinner, some guy 
neither of them recognized pulled up a chair, nudged her out of the way, 
turned the back of his chair to her and started chatting up McNab. 

Featherstone-Wenner noticed he used her date’s full name — like a taxi 
driver did earlier. “Peter McNab!” 

“Who are you?” she asked after the stranger left. 

There were more encounters like that one. She finally pried from McNab 
that he used to play hockey, and she learned on her own that he was 
pretty darn good at it. “They’re just being sweet,” he would tell her when 
fans interrupted, rudely or otherwise. 

Once she knew, there was no turning back. 

For the next 28 years until his death last Sunday, Featherstone-Wenner 
was an audience to McNab’s stories: stories from the road as an NHL 
star who accumulated 363 career goals, and stories from the booth as a 
celebrated color commentator, first for the New Jersey Devils then for the 
Colorado Avalanche starting in 1995-96. 

They were life partners (never legally married) and parents together. It 
didn’t matter that she never cared for hockey. 
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She loved his uplifting quality; after moving to Denver, he started visiting 
hospitalized people privately, not wanting cameras. She remembers an 
EMT who had been severely injured in a helicopter explosion who 
McNab would visit “religiously.” Children he brought to Avalanche 
practice with him. “The gift of how he could see everyone as whole,” she 
said. 

Above all, everyone he encountered throughout his life was gifted with 
his stories. 

Room service trays and too many men 

The weekend trips McNab shared with fellow Bruins Rick Middleton and 
Mike Milbury could be even more unpredictable than that first one with 
Featherstone-Wenner, but McNab gleefully told her all about them years 
later. 

There was a semblance of routine, though. McNab and Middleton were 
roommates on the road. Players usually napped between morning skate 
and the game. Not these two. 

They preferred soap operas to sleeping. 

McNab memorized the TV schedule. After lunch, they would return to 
their hotel room to watch “All My Children” then “General Hospital.” The 
second episode ended just in time to catch a 5 p.m. bus to the rink. 

“Very often we had to skip our naps just so we could watch ‘General 
Hospital,’” Middleton said. 

Pumped up on adrenaline after games, they went out drinking. By the 
time they were hungry, bars and restaurants weren’t serving food 
anymore. McNab and Middleton would return to the hotel starving. They 
had a contest. People would leave their finished room service trays in the 
hallway. “We would scour the room service trays to see who could find 
the best uneaten food,” Middleton said. “We never learned to order 
beforehand and have it in the room.” 

The Bruins were perennial contenders during McNab’s eight-year tenure. 
They were tightly bonded with tightly clenched fists, ready to drop gloves 
with anybody. McNab being McNab, “he was not known for fisticuffs,” 
Milbury said. 

Or as Middleton described the Bruins: “When there was a fight, nobody 
wanted to grab the other guys, so they all tried to grab Peter.” 

That didn’t mean he wasn’t capable. Once, in a preseason brawl with the 
Flyers that strayed toward the locker rooms, McNab found himself one-
on-one with Mel Bridgman, “who was one tough customer,” Milbury 
remembers. “But it was toe-to-toe. Peter wasn’t ducking. He was 
throwing punches like a jackhammer.” 

Then there was the infamous Madison Square Garden incident. As the 
story goes, the Bruins had just won a thriller on Dec. 23, 1979, when a 
Rangers fan reached over the glass and snatched the stick of Stan 
Jonathan. 

“That caused (Terry) O’Reilly to lose all the screws upstairs and jump into 
the stands,” Milbury said. “And when the captain jumps….” 

The ensuing melee is most famous for Milbury smacking the instigating 
fan with his own shoe. But McNab was instrumental, detaining the fan as 
reinforcements arrived. Milbury had gone to the locker room, ready to 
enjoy Christmas. He emerged wondering where everyone was. 

“I was happy as a clam,” he said. “I look up and there’s Peter. … He had 
somebody over the back of a chair, so (the fan’s) head was down and his 
feet were sticking up.” 

McNab and Milbury served six-game suspensions. Eight games for 
O’Reilly. They practiced separately from the team and went to lunch at 
The Fours grill every day for three weeks of unified exile. “Talk about 
bonding,” Milbury said. 

McNab told a different version of the story to Featherstone-Wenner. He 
always insisted that he knew the fan was destined for a beating from the 

entire team, and that pinning him down was an attempt to shield him. The 
footage was misleading. 

Still, she acknowledges, “sometimes Peter would embellish some 
stories.” There were actual stories and “Peter stories.” Then there was 
the one he would never tell her. 

The Bruins lost to Montreal in the Stanley Cup Final in 1977 and ‘78. 
They met again in the semifinals the next year. Boston led Game 7 late 
when a botched line change led to the notorious “Too Many Men” 
penalty. The Canadiens scored on the power play, then won in overtime. 

McNab was the player sentenced to the penalty box. But the exact 
source of the error that caused six men to be on the ice has always been 
shrouded in mystery. Middleton, who “couldn’t even watch the game for 
15 years,” remembers it as a situation where nobody truly knew who was 
the sixth man, because that’s how muddled the change was. “It could’ve 
been me,” he said. “I don’t really want to know.” But McNab always told 
Featherstone-Wenner he knew who was to blame but wouldn’t reveal it. 
He had a pact. 

It became a game between them: “It’s been 20 years. You can tell me 
now.” 

“I’m not telling you.” 

It always made her smile. She enjoyed the running joke too much to seek 
out the answer. 

Friends in many places 

Matt Duchene was accustomed to McNab approaching his stall to talk 
hockey. But this caught him off-guard. 

One day while Duchene was playing for the Avalanche, McNab stopped 
by. “You know what your best quality is?” Duchene remembers him 
prompting. “My skating,” Duchene said. 

“No, it’s your hands,” McNab said. “Your shot.” 

Nobody had ever said that. 

“He pointed something out that I didn’t even realize,” said Duchene, now 
in Nashville. “It stuck with me. I actually still think about that.” 

As a broadcaster, McNab was a voice of encouragement for the next 
generation of hockey. Avs players fondly joked when he ambled into the 
locker room: Who is his chosen one today? 

Hockey knowledge was automatic when he started broadcasting in 1987. 
The challenge was using English eloquently. McNab found a Broadway 
speech coach to work on his voice, delivery and diction. He wanted to up 
his game. 

By 2004, when he was inducted into the San Diego Hall of Champions, 
where he grew up, he was confident enough to improvise his speech. 
“He had them in the palm of his hands,” Featherstone-Wenner said. 

But even 20 years into his television career, he would call her during 
commercial breaks and ask for critiques. She recorded games for him to 
rewatch later with her twin daughters. At home he hoarded old game 
notes that he scribbled on the outside of manila folders. 

His favorite part of broadcasting was that it kept him on the road and kept 
him in touch with friends. 

Friends like Andrew Greenstein, who was a 12-year-old Bruins fan in 
1983. McNab was his neighbor. Greenstein knocked on his door one 
day, and they chatted. Soon McNab was traded to Vancouver. 
Greenstein reintroduced himself at an Avalanche game 17 years later. A 
friendship started. For two decades they went to meals every time 
McNab visited his hometown, eventually Phoenix then Dallas. Once they 
went to a Mike Love concert together. 

That’s how he met McNab in 1973. The Buffalo Sabres rookie 
appreciated the teenager’s artwork. “After that, whenever he’d be in 
Montreal, I’d do another drawing of him,” Cytryn said. 
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After three years of those visits, Cytryn eventually grew out of the hobby. 
But the two reconnected 10 years later and had  dinner in Montreal. They 
were no longer fan and player: They became lifelong friends. McNab got 
to know Cytryn’s family. They met up in various cities whenever their 
work paths crossed. One of the last conversations they had resembled 
McNab’s encouraging locker room chats with players. 

“He was saying, ‘You should get back to drawing,'” Cytryn said. “‘You’re 
not drawing anymore. It’s something you do well.'” 

As Featherstone-Wenner learned her partner would soon die, she started 
calling family and friends. They had a few days if they wanted to see him 
one more time. Cytryn and Greenstein were among those who visited. 

When they were on that date in Boston, Featherstone-Wenner and 
McNab reached the first compromise of their relationship. “I told him that 
he needed to not be so gracious to the fans while we were in the middle 
of an intimate dinner,” she remembers. 

Well, he responded, next time a fan tries to push you out of the way, how 
about we just make sure we’re all facing one another? 
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Dynamic defenseman Makar scores twice, Avs beat 'Canes 4-1 

 

By PAT GRAHAM - AP Sports Writer  

Nov 12, 2022 Updated Nov 12, 2022   

 

DENVER (AP) — Cale Makar scored twice in a 3:22 span during the first 
period, Mikko Rantanen turned in a four-point performance and the 
Colorado Avalanche beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-1 on Saturday night 
for their fourth straight win. 

Nathan MacKinnon also scored, while Rantanen added an empty-net 
goal to go with three assists. Pavel Francouz stopped 24 shots for his 
first victory of the season. 

The Big Three of MacKinnon, Rantanen and Makar are coming up big for 
the injury-riddled Avalanche. 

“I don’t think it has to just be us," Makar said. "We obviously want to step 
up and make sure that we’re doing the things right to help our team win 
every single night.” 

Makar's early goal spurt staked Colorado to a 2-0 lead. On his first score, 
the dynamic defenseman sent a shot over the net that hit the glass and 
caromed back over the goal, where Antti Raanta’s left skate knocked it 
in. Makar didn't even see it go in, he acknowledged. 

On his second, Makar took a pass from Rantanen and sent a liner by 
Raanta. 

“There are certain nights where he (Makar) finds a way to make a play at 
the right time and chip in for us,” Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said. 

Makar reached the 50-goal mark in his 191st game. Since 1943-44, only 
three defensemen have attained that mark faster: Phil Housley (148 
games), Ray Bourque (170) and Denis Potvin (185), according to NHL 
Stats. 

Jordan Staal scored for the Hurricanes, while Raanta finished with 24 
saves. Raanta turned in a nifty play when he skated way out of his net to 
prevent a breakaway attempt from Logan O’Connor. 

Really, though, the game boiled down to special teams, where the 
Hurricanes were 0 for 5 on the power play. 

“Tip your cap to them. They played well and we didn’t,” Staal said. “We 
didn’t get to our game and we got hemmed in a little bit too much, too 
many penalties and the power play, it wasn’t good enough.” 

The Avalanche and Hurricanes meet again Thursday in Carolina. The 
teams split the series last season, with the home team winning each 
contest. 

THIS & THAT 

Carolina D Calvin de Haan slammed hard into the boards on a big hit 
from Rantanen late in the first period. He later returned. ... Rantanen has 
registered at least a point in five straight games. 

BIG MAC 

MacKinnon scored only his fourth goal this season — and first since Oct. 
22 — but is tied for first in the league with 19 assists. 

“He’s an incredible player and obviously he brings it every single night so 
I have no issues with him not scoring many goals right now,” Makar said. 
“He’s obviously making a lot of plays.” 

INJURY BUG 

Add rookie Shane Bowers to Colorado’ expanding injury list after he 
suffered an upper-body injury on the third shift of his NHL debut 
Thursday. Bowers will be sidelined approximately six weeks, coach Jared 
Bednar said. 

The Avalanche are already missing forwards Gabriel Landeskog (knee), 
Valeri Nichushkin (ankle) and Darren Helm (lower body), along with 
defensemen Bowen Byram and Samuel Girard due to lower-body 
injuries. Another defenseman, Kurtis MacDermid, suffered a lower-body 
injury the first period against Carolina. 

“In the room, doesn’t matter who’s in, who’s out, who we have in the 
lineup, just go try and execute and compete and get wins," Avalanche 
forward J.T. Compher said. 
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Englund Recalled by Avalanche 

 

Published 7 hours ago on November 13, 2022 

By Brennan Vogt  

 

Defenseman Andreas Englund has been recalled by the Colorado 
Avalanche today. The bruising defenseman has spent the last two years 
with the Colorado Eagles and the Ottawa Senators organization before 
that. 

Englund was the 40th overall pick in 2014 by the Ottawa Senators and 
played a total of 33 games over five years for them. He has three assists 
and is minus-12 in those games. Englund has played 297 AHL games 
between the Belleville Senators and the Colorado Eagles. He has just ten 
goals and thirty-nine assists. His role with the Eagles has been primarily 
a bruiser and hard hitting defenseman very similar to Kurtis MacDermid. 
He has been on the penalty kill in Loveland and will probably play the 
same role in Denver as well. 

The recall is more than likely being done due to Kurtis MacDermid 
leaving the game last night with a lower body injury after only a 1:46 of 
play. He will join in on an already banged up Avalanche squad to play the 
St. Louis Blues tomorrow night. The Blues have been struggling as of 
late, just recently losing eight straight. 
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Over the summer, the Avalanche signed a new one-year, two-way 
extension with Englund that is coming in handy now. He has never 
played in an Avalanche sweater in the last two seasons in the 
organization. So look for the tall, lanky hard hitter on Monday night as he 
will likely be on the third pairing for the Avalanche. 
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Sunday Notes: Chemistry Is Key for Avalanche, “Sorry Lindy” Chants In 
Jersey 

 

Published 15 hours ago on November 13, 2022 

By Brennan Vogt  

Colorado Avalanche 

 

Things are starting to click for the top six on the Colorado Avalanche. 
Every player that I have talked to in the locker room has said something 
about the chemistry starting to come together. The Avalanche have now 
won four in a row and the locker room is a much happier place after 
games. There will not be any activities today with no practice until the 
morning skate in the morning tomorrow. So relax today and read about 
Dater’s takeaways from the win last night and more! 

Colorado Avalanche – Why Gabe Landeskog really went on LTIR. 

Around The League 

Lindy Ruff made his way back to the Prudential Center and fans 
apologized to him….en masse. 

Sportsnet: Borje Salming got a standing ovation last night at the Maple 
Leafs game. He is currently battling ALS and was the first Swede to be 
inducted into the HHOF. In honor of Salming being in attendance, the 
Maple Leafs had an all Swedish starting lineup. 

NHL: The Blues finally get a road win… against the Golden Knights? 
That’s two wins in a row now for the Blues, who had lost eight straight. 

 

Colorado hockeynow LOADED: 11.14.2022 

1259033 Minnesota Wild 

 

Nico Sturm grateful for his time with Wild, and 'new chapter' in San Jose 

 

Sarah McLellan 

13-17 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

Nico Sturm was an undrafted free agent before he broke into the NHL 
with the Wild. 

Three years later, he's playing against the Wild as a Stanley Cup 
champion on the longest contract of his career. 

"A new chapter for me," the forward said. 

After signing with the Sharks in the offseason, Sturm was back at Xcel 
Energy Center on Sunday to help the Sharks rally to a 3-2 shootout 
victory with a significant addition to his résumé, having won the Stanley 
Cup with Colorado in June following a trade from the Wild. 

"It worked out great for me," Sturm said. 

A signee out of Clarkson University in 2019, Sturm went on to skate in 
111 games for the Wild and spent most of the past two seasons as a 
sparkplug in the bottom-six forward group. 

He was nearing the end of his deal when General Manager Bill Guerin 
moved him to the Avalanche for Tyson Jost on March 15, a trade that 
didn't completely shock Sturm. 

"I'm a believer," said Sturm, who posted 20 goals and 16 assists with the 
Wild. "I believe that I was put in that place, and I have no hard feelings 
towards this organization. 

"... I got great connection still here with some of the guys on the team, 
and Billy was one of the first guys that texted me and congratulated me 
when we won that Cup." 

With Colorado, Sturm appeared in 13 of the team's 20 playoff games and 
was in action when the Avalanche hoisted the Stanley Cup after a Game 
6 victory against the Lightning. 

Since then, he landed a three-year, $6 million contract from San Jose, 
joining goalie and former Wild teammate Kaapo Kahkonen, who was also 
dealt by the Wild last season before the trade deadline. 

"That was obviously something I was really looking for this summer, to 
just settle in really," said Sturm, who scored the game-tying goal on 
Sunday with 4 minutes, 11 seconds left in the third period to send the 
game to extra time. "I think I established myself in the league now in 
terms of I think opposing teams, opposing players, coaches, they kind of 
know what type of player I am by now, and that's something that this 
team was looking for. 

"I'm going to try to build my offensive game, but I think I have that core of 
who I am as a player that teams value." 

Strong showing 

Mason Shaw continues to make a difference for the Wild, passing off to 
Connor Dewar in the third period for a shorthanded goal. 

Shaw, who was one of the last cuts at training camp before getting 
promoted from the minors, is up to five points in 10 games. 

"I'm definitely feeling more comfortable right now," he said. "I feel like I'm 
at a point where I'm not just surviving out there. I can contribute to wins. I 
want to be a part of this real bad. So, every night's a fresh night and a 
restart and an opportunity, so I'm trying to make the most of it right now." 

Injury update 

Brandon Duhaime missed a fifth consecutive game because of an upper-
body injury, but it's possible he'll return Tuesday at Nashville. 

Jordan Greenway, however, won't be on that road trip. He suffered a 
setback after returning Tuesday vs. Los Angeles from a shoulder injury 
that sidelined him seven games. 

The Wild are also still without Ryan Hartman (upper-body injury). 

Call-ups Adam Beckman and Joseph Cramarossa remained in the lineup 
against San Jose, with Jost sitting again as a healthy scratch, and 
Marcus Foligno played a second consecutive game after he was idle for 
five because of an upper-body injury. 
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San Jose scores twice in third period, earns 3-2 shootout victory over 
Wild 
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Sarah McLellan 

14-18 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

The Wild seemed to be getting comfortable playing make-or-break 
hockey. 

Take their West Coast road trip last week. 

After narrowly falling to the Kings on a late goal, they cracked open a 1-1 
tie in the third period to run away from the Ducks 4-1 before shutting out 
the Kraken 1-0 to win two out of three games and bank four points out of 
a possible six. 

But in their return to St. Paul, the Wild were back to experiencing the 
other side of that paper-thin margin of error. They blew a two-goal lead 
before stumbling 3-2 in a shootout to the Sharks on Sunday in front of 
17,105 at Xcel Energy Center and dropping to 2-4-1 at home. 

"It was a dumb loss," coach Dean Evason said. "We played so east, 
west, so cute, not straightforward, all of the cliches. 

"We didn't deserve to win that hockey game." 

After San Jose's Steven Lorentz spoiled Wild goalie Filip Gustavsson's 
bid for his first NHL shutout, burying his own rebound 13 minutes, 56 
seconds into the third period, former Wild forward Nico Sturm wired in the 
equalizer only 1:53 later before Alexander Barabanov capped off the 
comeback in the fifth round of a shootout. 

Kirill Kaprizov was the only one to convert for the Wild, improving to 2-
for-2 in shootout attempts this season. Nick Bonino, another former Wild 
player, also capitalized for the Sharks. Gustavsson totaled 35 stops, 
while San Jose's James Reimer made 28. 

"They kept coming with momentum because we fed them with turnovers 
and not doing the right things coming out of our zone," Evason said. 
"Consequently, they kept building and they caught a couple goals. I'm not 
taking anything against their team. They kept getting better throughout 
the game, but we kept giving them the opportunity to get better as well." 

Before the third-period meltdown, the Wild looked destined for another 
economical victory. 

They controlled the puck early, pressure that culminated in Frederick 
Gaudreau getting left alone in front to send the puck past Reimer just 
6:45 into the first period. Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello both extended 
their respective point streaks to three with assists on Gaudreau's second 
goal of the season. 

When the Sharks shifted the action to the other end of the rink, 
Gustavsson was ready. 

He blocked a Timo Meier breakaway and stymied Sturm in tight, finishing 
the first with six saves before tacking on another 10 in the second. 

The penalty kill was also locked in, going 3-for-3 after a spotless 12-for-
12 run on the road trip; San Jose went 2-for-2. 

Not only did the Wild's penalty kill deny the Sharks, but the unit also 
chipped in a goal. 

After Erik Karlsson fell at the blue line, Mason Shaw and Connor Dewar 
skated in alone on Reimer and Shaw set up Dewar for a blistering shot 
that doubled the Wild's lead at 3:37 of the third period on their third 
shorthanded goal and Dewar's first of the season. 

"I honestly just took a look over my shoulder to see if I had a back-
checker right on me and look up and see Connor right there," Shaw said. 
"So, it's a pretty easy decision to give him the puck and to see him put 
that one in is good." 

A two-goal cushion with the clock counting down in the third period could 
have been enough for the Wild to snag a third consecutve win; only two 
nights earlier, they bubble-wrapped a slimmer advantage to safety. 

But they weren't as attentive this go-around, and that emphasized how 
little wiggle room there is in these low-scoring battles they've found 
themselves in lately. 

Despite giving up only four regulation goals over their past four games, 
the Wild are 2-1-1 after managing seven tallies of their own. 

"We've got to win those games," Joel Eriksson Ek said. "I feel in the third 
we sat back a little bit. We're at our best when we really forecheck hard 
and try to keep the puck in their zone and work from there. We sat back 
too much and gave them too much space." 
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Wild get what they deserve in 3-2 shootout loss to Sharks 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

Wild coach Dean Evason didn’t mince words after his players blew a late 
lead on Sunday night at Xcel Energy Center. Though the Wild led for 
most of the game, they ultimately suffered a 3-2 shootout loss after 
letting the Sharks “hang around for far too long.” 

“We got what we asked for tonight,” Evason said. “I don’t know any other 
way to describe it. It was a dumb loss. We didn’t deserve to win that 
hockey game tonight.” 

The biggest thing that bothered Evason was the fact that some players 
continue to be “too cute” in the offensive zone throughout the game. That 
negative trend has plagued the Wild over the past month and it reared its 
ugly head once again against the Sharks. 

Why? 

“I have no idea because we’re not that good, right?” Evason said. “We’re 
not that skilled to have that happen to us. We’re gritty. We’re supposed to 
take pride in that.” 

As frustrated as Evason was with his players postgame, the Wild actually 
started pretty fast as center Freddy Gaudreau continued to shine 
between star wingers Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. After a great 
pass by Zuccarello to start the sequence, Kaprizov feathered a pass to 
Gaudreau, who displayed a ton of patience in front before making it 1-0 
in favor of the Wild. 

That pretty play might’ve actually hurt the Wild in the long run. They 
started to go for style points, like Evason talked about, rather than simply 
getting the puck below the goal line and going to work. 

“We’re trying to finesse things instead of getting pucks to the net and 
doing what we’ve done,” Evason said. “We have to simplify our game if 
we want to have success.” 

That might explain why the Wild couldn’t muster a goal in the second 
period. They didn’t put enough pressure on Sharks goaltender James 
Reimer. 

As the game progressed into the third period, the Wild sot some 
separation with a shorthanded goal from winger Connor Dewar that 
stretched the lead to 2-0. He buried a pinpoint pass from fellow winger 
Mason Shaw, who started the rush after Sharks defenseman Erik 
Karlsson fell down at the blue line. 

That’s when things started to go south for the Wild because they refused 
to play north. 
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“We sat back a little bit,” center Joel Eriksson Ek said. “We’re at our best 
when we really forecheck hard and try to keep the puck in their zone and 
work from there. We sat back too much and gave them too much space.” 

That came back to bite the Wild late in the third period as Sharks center 
Steven Lorentz cut the deficit to 2-1, hammering home a rebound in front. 
Not long after that Sharks center Nico Sturm, who used to play for the 
Wild, beat Wild goalie Filip Gustavsson with a perimeter shot to tie the 
game at 2-2. 

That set the stage for overtime where neither the Wild nor the Sharks 
scored a goal. In the shootout, Kaprizov scored the only goal for the Wild, 
while Gustavsson got beat twice to finalize the loss. 

“That’s got to be a game that we close out,” Shaw said. “It’s something 
that we’re going to have to address. Just closing games out late. Not 
acceptable by our group and we know that.” 
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Nico Sturm returns to Minnesota and gives his old team a lesson in 
north-south hockey 

 

Michael Russo 

9-11 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. – Dean Evason didn’t mince words after the Wild 
choked away a late 2-0 lead Sunday night before losing in a shootout, 3-
2, to the San Jose Sharks. 

He said the Wild got what they deserved and called it a “dumb loss.” 

“We played so east-west, so cute. Not straightforward,” the Wild coach 
said. “All of the cliches.” 

There was a certain irony that while Evason bemoaned the Wild’s east-
west play, particularly in the third period after Mason Shaw teed up 
Connor Dewar’s first career shorthanded goal for what should have been 
a stranglehold of a two-goal lead, that down the hall one of the Wild’s 
most north-south players of recent years was celebrating sending the 
Sharks into overtime with the tying goal four minutes before the end of 
regulation. 

Nico Sturm, fresh off signing a three-year, $6 million contract this past 
summer, has six goals and has found a home in San Jose at 
coincidentally the same time Tyson Jost, the forward he was traded to 
the Colorado Avalanche for last season, may be playing his way off the 
Wild. 

Jost, after following last season’s underwhelming play in Minnesota with 
a solid preseason, has no goals and three assists in 11 games and has 
been scratched in two consecutive games and four total this season 
despite ample opportunity to play up in the lineup. 

We’ll see how the Wild navigate this situation, but you can bet Jost is 
very much on the trading block and is conceivably at risk of being put on 
waivers if he doesn’t shape up his overall game dramatically and quickly. 

It’s hard to boot him now with Ryan Hartman sidelined long-term, Jordan 
Greenway suffering a setback with a now-thrice-injured left shoulder and 
Brandon Duhaime working his way back from injury. Now, there’s a 
chance Duhaime returns as soon as Tuesday in Nashville, but it’s not like 
the Wild have a ton of forward depth in the NHL or in Iowa to flippantly 
toss away underperforming forwards like Jost. 

Shaw is here to stay. He now requires waivers to be returned to Iowa, 
and the Wild aren’t about to take that risk. In fact, Shaw, in the past 24 
hours, received the same welcomed news Matt Boldy got from GM Bill 
Guerin in January, you can move out of the hotel and find a place. 

“I’m definitely feeling more comfortable right now,” Shaw said Sunday 
night. “I feel like I’m at a point where I’m not just surviving out there. I can 
contribute to wins. I want to be a part of this real bad. So every night’s a 
fresh night and a restart and an opportunity, and I’m trying to make the 
most of it right now.” 

We’ll see if Jost gets another chance in Nashville. A lot will depend on 
Duhaime’s health, but there’s a chance Shaw receives supplemental 
discipline for a high check that knocked Sharks defenseman Radim 
Simek from Sunday’s game. 

He says he was just trying to finish his check and had no ill intent, but the 
league was trying to find a better angle of the hit. Also, even if Shaw 
escapes scot-free, there’s always a chance that Jost plays for Joseph 
Cramarossa, who took two penalties Sunday night, including an unwise 
infraction that forced the Wild to kill their 15th consecutive power play in 
the waning minutes before overtime. 

Filip Gustavsson, after giving up three goals in his previous two starts, 
was flirting with his fourth consecutive shutout when Calen Addison, for a 
second time in the game, was high-sticked. There was no call on the play 
and moments later Addison’s “guy,” Steven Lorentz, scored on his own 
rebound. A little more than two minutes later, Sturm skated down the 
right wing and perfectly placed a shot through defenseman Jon Merrill’s 
legs that Gustavsson didn’t pick up on. 

“Just an honest, real honest hockey player,” Sharks coach David Quinn 
said of Sturm. “He plays the game the way it needs to be played. He’s 
long, he’s rangy. He’s got effort, second and third effort in all three 
zones.” 

Sturm, 27, played with added juice in his third return to Minnesota since 
the trade to the Avs. He skated alongside former Wild forwards Nick 
Bonino and Luke Kunin – the trio joked that they were the line the Wild 
didn’t want. But Sturm said he didn’t experience the anxiety he faced last 
season in his return to Minnesota and was just excited to play in front of 
his girlfriend Taylor Turnquist’s family. He says he holds no hard feelings 
for the Wild and said Guerin was actually one of the first to text him 
congratulations after he won the Stanley Cup with the Avs in June. 

“I’m a believer that I was put in that place,” Sturm said of winning the 
Cup. “I have no hard feelings towards this organization. I’m grateful that 
they gave me the chance to establish myself in the National Hockey 
League. … I moved on and I’m enjoying where I am right now in my 
career.” 

Sturm has never explained why he turned down what both sides of the 
negotiation say was a five-year extension believed to be worth $2.5 
million annually from the Wild. It’s likely though that he looked at the 
opportunity in Minnesota with Hartman, Joel Eriksson Ek, Freddy 
Gaudreau and an incoming Marco Rossi up the middle and figured he’d 
be pigeonholed on the fourth line indefinitely. 

But the Wild could sure use a north-south player, one who skates like 
Sturm and has actual size (6-foot-3) like him right now. 

For some bizarre reason, this team that lacks skill up and down the 
lineup beyond Kirill Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and Boldy loves to do 
inexplicably senseless stuff on the ice over and over again. When they 
were up 1-0 after Gaudreau’s goal, it felt like a game where the Wild 
were messing around too much, especially on the power play, and were 
going to let San Jose back into the game. When they made it 2-0, that 
should have been it. 

But it wasn’t. 

“They kept coming with momentum because we fed them with turnovers 
and not doing the right things coming out of our zone,” Evason said. 
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“They kept getting better throughout the game, but we kept giving them 
the opportunity to get better as well.” 

Eriksson Ek, a big part of the Wild’s 15-for-15 penalty kill the past four 
games, said this was a game the Wild had to win – plain and simple – 
and it’s clear players are pressing offensively. 

The Wild have mostly fixed their defensive play. They gave up 27 goals 
in the first five games and 17 the past 10. But in the past five games the 
Wild have scored just seven times. 

What will be interesting to watch is if the Wild’s two best offensive 
performers – Kaprizov and Zuccarello – pay the piper and get split apart 
temporarily soon. Zuccarello is in a string of tough games because he’s 
throwing pucks away aimlessly and Kaprizov, too, has been way too cute 
lately. 

And when Evason laments east-west hockey, he’s often talking about 
them. Last year, when they “weren’t playing hockey the right way,” he 
separated the two attached at-the-hip linemates. They got the message 
and Kaprizov, especially, was jumpstarted and the team began to win 
with Kaprizov and Zuccarello producing. 

Of course, on a team that lacks depth scoring, it’s hard to split your two 
most talented players with unmatched chemistry. Nevertheless, Evason 
doesn’t understand the need to get too cute by this team as a whole. 

“I have no idea because we’re not that good, right? We’re not,” Evason 
said, candidly, of a team that’s abnormally 2-4-1 at home. “We’re not that 
skilled to have that happen to us. We’re gritty. We’re supposed to take 
pride in that, and I think we do. And it’s not everybody. There’s people in 
our lineup that play the right way, and lines and defense pairs that play 
the right way and they get rewarded for it. 

“Certainly our power play is the head of that. We’re trying to finesse 
things instead of getting pucks to the net and doing what we’ve done.” 

Again, that was glaringly Kaprizov, Zuccarello and, at times, Boldy on 
Sunday. 

So Evason expects the Wild to simplify. 

Shoot the puck. Get to the net. Get some dirty goals. Pay the price. 

“When you’re struggling to score goals, you don’t go, ‘Let’s just pass 
east-west, let’s back pass, let’s spin-o-rama, let’s throw pucks across the 
blueline,’” Evason bristled. “You don’t say that. You don’t do that, right? 
We’ll be able to score a goal like that and it’ll be beautiful. It’ll be on TV 
and all of that. But the majority of the goals are scored like this, 
straightforward, and the quicker we learn that, obviously, the more 
success we’ll give ourselves.” 
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Wheeler Notebook: U18 Five Nations, World U17 Hockey Challenge, 
early standouts 

 

Scott Wheeler 

16-20 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

PLYMOUTH, Mich. — The prospects calendar is in full swing. On 
Saturday, two of the bigger events on the schedule wrapped up with USA 
Hockey winning both the U18 Five Nations tournament (showcasing 
many of the top prospects for the 2023 NHL Draft) in Plymouth, Mich., 
and the World Under-17 Hockey Challenge (showcasing the top 
prospects from the 2024 and 2025 classes) in Langley and Delta, B.C. 

I attended part of the U18 Five Nations, and watched the rest of it and 
most of the World Under-17 Hockey Challenge online. Here are my notes 
on some of the standouts from each, plus some drafted prospects who’ve 
impressed me in viewings early on this season in the CHL, NCAA, AHL 
and across Europe. 

U18 Five Nations 

I’ve been leading the charge on Will Smith through my first couple of draft 
rankings, my last list is only two weeks old, and I can already tell you that 
he’s going to be higher on my midseason ranking (like maybe five spots 
higher) than his No. 10 slotting on my latest ranking. I had a really good 
chat with him this week about his deceptiveness, and that’ll be in a story 
on him between now and the draft, but it truly distinguishes him. The way 
he wheels across the top of the circles and then playmakes from the high 
slot … special. The head and shoulder fakes … special. The way he 
walks through coverage and hangs onto pucks … special. He might have 
the best hands in the draft (or in the conversation with Connor Bedard’s) 
but he makes defenders miss him by baiting them out of his path with his 
eyes, head or shoulders (at full speed) before he even needs to beat 
them with his hands. You never know where he’s going with the puck. I 
like the way he hunted pucks this week, too, and there are a number of 
other things to like about the way he plays as well. But his elusiveness 
with the puck is unbelievable. He’s a human highlight reel at the moment 
and the best player in the tournament by a good margin. He was even 
better than six goals and nine points in four games makes him look. 

The points didn’t come early on this season for Minnetian as he tried to 
figure out who he was and how he needed to play to get the most out of 
himself. The talent and skating (he’s shifty on his edges) is there, but he 
has needed to learn how to think the game at a higher level and tighten 
up his decision-making so that he’s effective and cutting down on his 
mistakes instead of just busy. This week, it started to click. He was 
everywhere and the results were there. He walks the line so well. He was 
active off the line and his feet were constantly in motion to rotate the 
zone and swing into openings. He was pinching down the wall early and 
often, and breaking up a lot of plays doing it. He was playing tight gaps 
really effectively (when he doesn’t, that style can result in some bad 
beats) and swallowing up play in the neutral zone by closing gaps early. 
With the puck, he was stepping around pressure really effectively. And 
the points came — eight of them in four games, in fact. If he plays like 
that the rest of the way, he’ll be a second-rounder instead of a third-
rounder. 

Kiiskinen, Finland’s captain, was involved in eight of the Finns’ 12 goals 
(two goals, six assists), including the overtime winner in their tournament 
finale against the Czechs (which was actually his quietest game of his 
tournament). That led the Finns in scoring by two-to-one (his eight points 
in four games were four clear of his next-closest teammate, who 
happened to be his centre, Arttu Alasiurua) as well as shots (15). He’s 
feeling it these days. In his last two games at Finland’s junior level before 
the tournament, he scored back-to-back hat tricks and registered 29 
shots on goal, including an astonishing 20-shot performance (I’m not 
sure I’ve ever seen that before!) for the Pelicans’ U20 team against 
Kiekko-Vantaa. He’s been in the second-round conversation to start the 
year, but I wonder if this run is the start of him pushing his way into the 
30s (though teams will want to see him show signs in Liiga before they 
make that kind of a commitment). Kiiskinen has a pro frame, a balanced 
base to his stride (though he could use more of an acceleration gear), 
pro skills as a shooter and handler, and just seems to have the puck a lot 
or be open in good spots to get it. He was in attack mode and playing 
with confidence all week and he’s tough to stop when he plays like that. 
When he did have the puck, his touch and finesse was evident in his 
receptions and saucer passes. When he didn’t have the puck, he showed 
good dexterity around the net on tips and redirects. He was even used on 
their penalty kill. He doesn’t turn 18 until the end of August either, making 
him one of the youngest players in the draft. I’m more and more intrigued 
by what all of that could mean for him. My only complaint about his game 
is that it can lack pace at times. 

Axel Sandin-Pellikka is the top Swedish D prospect in this draft class and 
he was their best defenceman this week, but I wanted to give Willander 
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some love here because this is a weak draft on defence and he left a 
strong impression on me this week. He’s a 6-foot-1 righty and a strong 
skater (he’s really impressive on his heels and going backward, with 
balanced posture in all four directions) who plays the game very 
intentionally. He looks sure of himself and his decisions in a way that 
defencemen at this age typically aren’t. He looks and operates like a pro 
out there. His head is always up. His passes are quick and firm. He’s 
aggressive on pinches and closing gaps, and rarely mistimes them. I 
liked what I saw. He looks like a second- or third-rounder who could 
become a solid depth defenceman. 

World Under-17 Hockey Challenge 

Most of the early talk about the 2006 age group deservedly centred 
around Canadian forward Macklin Celebrini of the Chicago Steel (who 
scored one of the goals of the tournament for Team Canada Black but 
didn’t take over and didn’t finish the tournament due to an illness) and 
Finnish defenceman Aron Kiviharju (who was recently named to Team 
Finland’s main squad for their pre-world juniors exhibitions). But 
Eiserman, who came up with Celebrini at Shattuck-St. Mary’s, has 
emphatically joined that conversation this fall and is a legitimate 
challenger for No. 1 or No. 2 in 2024. He’s a dynamic goal scorer and 
shot creator who got whatever he wanted all tournament long. He’ll beat 
you with speed. He’ll dance you one-on-one. He’ll beat goalies with a 
quick shot or a quicker deke. He’s slick. He’s sneaky-strong. He looks, to 
me, like he’s on a one-and-done track through the University of 
Minnesota to NHL stardom. 

He made a defender look bad like this about once a game throughout the 
tournament, and has been all year: 

There have been some really fun duos at the program over the years 
(Jack Hughes and Cole Caufield, Auston Matthews and Matthew 
Tkachuk, etc.) but I’m not sure any clicked as immediately, or played with 
as much symbiosis as Hagens and Eiserman have already found. It has 
been magic watching the two of them play off of one another, with 
Hagens more often playing playmaker even though he’s a dangerous 
individual creator in his own right too. This week, they both broke the 
tournament’s all-time scoring record of 18 set by Colin White, with the 
younger Hagens going for 21 and Eiserman going for 20 in just seven 
games (Eiserman’s 12 tallies also tied Alex Ovechkin’s tournament goals 
record). As one scout who has watched Hagens for longer than I have 
put it to me: “He has the puck half the game — he’s special.” Hagens has 
a rare combination of speed and processing power so that he can play it 
slow or fast and pick you apart whichever way he chooses. It’s very early, 
but it will be interesting to track Hagens side-by-side this next guy over 
the next two and a half years before their shared draft day. 

C Michael Misa (Team Canada Red/2025 NHL Draft) 

It’s difficult for the Canadian stars to rack up points like their American 
counterparts in this event because they’re divided into three teams 
instead of one, but Misa was still impressive this week, registering six 
points in seven games as the youngest player (as usual) on his silver 
medal-winning team. He has lived up to the exceptional status tag so far. 
He’s off to a brilliant, better-than-Connor McDavid pace in Saginaw (1.31 
points per game to McDavid’s 1.05 points per game) as a 15-year-old. 
And he was the most impressive of the 2007s at U17s (Hagens is a late 
2006), too. Misa doesn’t have that one defining quality to his game that 
the best prospects in recent memory have had. He doesn’t have 
McDavid’s speed (though he is a high-end skater in his own right), or 
Bedard’s shot (though the way Misa gets pucks off with a high grip on his 
stick is extremely impressive, the danger of his shot is in how quickly he 
gets it off and where he places it more than sheer power). He gets high, 
high grades in a lot of areas and has an extremely mature sense for his 
game, where he needs to be on the ice, and when and how to make 
finishing plays. 

Here’s that high-grip shot. Great patience, too. 

The No. 1 pick in the 2021 WHL Bantam Draft, Catton followed up a 
strong start to his junior career with Spokane (where he quickly became 
an offensive catalyst on a bad team) with an impressive showing with 

Team Canada Red. He had the best tournament for a non-American 
player. Catton’s a heady playmaker who uses spacing to his advantage 
and sees the ice at an advanced level. But what has impressed me in 
early viewings of Catton is his dual-threat ability both with speed on the 
rush and inside the offensive zone when the game slows down. 

I love the way he tracks and finds pucks and then hangs onto them with 
skill in tight to his body or a sixth sense for protecting it out wide. All of 
those things are on display in this sequence. 

But he’s also got straight-line speed and an impressive acceleration gear 
through his crossovers that allows him to turn defenders and play a direct 
game. 

A little more strength will go a long way to elevating his shot (which is 
quick and nimble) as well, taking him from top prospect to star prospect. 

The No. 7 pick in the 2022 OHL Priority Selection, Mews followed up a 
strong start to his career with the unstoppable-at-the-moment Ottawa 
67’s with a stellar showing this week. On a Team Canada White roster 
that finished sixth in the seven-team tournament, he wore the ‘C,’ was a 
constant driver of play and finished tied for the team scoring lead with 
eight points (two goals, six assists) in six games. Mews is an athletic, 
right-shot defenceman who plays the game to tilt the ice and dictate, 
regularly looking to activate into the rush or off of the line. Much has been 
written about the lack of defencemen in the 2023 draft, but the 2024 
group looks like a strong one with Kiviharju, Mews, Belarussian USHL 
import Artyom Levshunov, London Knights defenceman Sam Dickinson 
(who captained Team Canada Black), and a trio of impressive D at the 
national program, among others. 

Watch him start this play with his mobility and head up, and finish it with 
his attack mentality and shot: 

The Finns, who won the bronze, had a number of standout performers 
that I could have featured here. Roope Vesterinen (a diminutive but 
hardworking winger who led the team in goals and seemed to be around 
the slot all the time) and Emil Hemming (who missed their last two games 
due to illness but has drawn a lot of attention for his skill game at 6-foot-
2) were both impressive. Next year’s class is a strong one out of Finland 
— much stronger than this year’s is. But it was clear when you watched 
the Finns all tournament long that as good as Hemming and Vesterinen 
both are, Helenius was the team’s true playmaker — something he 
punctuated with a four-point showing in the bronze medal game to lift his 
totals to 11 points in seven games. He’s a joy to watch navigate, 
manipulate and pass the puck out there. His ability to find his teammates 
in space and then get pucks to them with the perfect weight and timing, 
even while he’s well-covered, is fun to watch and I’m fascinated to see 
how far he can take it. 

The real beauty of his game might be the way he works and stirs the 
drink not just as a playmaker but also through his effort level: 

From the notebook 

There were legitimate questions heading into this season about whether 
Lysell’s game, with all of its speed but some of its concerns about getting 
to the guts of the ice in control (he has always done a good job hunting 
pucks without it), would translate at the pro level or funnel to the 
perimeter. He has done a good job answering them with a strong start to 
his rookie season in the AHL, though. I don’t think he has played shy or 
drifted hardly at all. 

He has been entering through the middle and then going to the slot/the 
front of the net, like he did here: 

And when there have been opportunities to attack, he has played with 
intention instead of hesitation and gone right at pro defenders: 

Mintyukov’s talent and makeup looked high end last year but there were 
questions throughout his draft season about whether his decision-making 
and defending would get to where they needed to get to in order for him 
to profile as the quality of player you hope you’re getting when you draft a 
kid 10th (they really let him run loose in Saginaw). This season, 
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everything has aligned for him and he has looked like he’s in Olen 
Zellweger’s class in the best-defenceman-in-the-CHL conversation. He 
has completely controlled everything that has happened on the ice at 
both ends for the Spirit, leading them in scoring while suppressing 
chances and driving goal-differential results at five-on-five. And it all 
starts with his reads and choices on the ice. He’s striking the right risk-
reward balance right now. 

Some thoughts on the Calgary Wranglers kids 

There might not be an AHL team with more “prospects” this year than the 
Wranglers and while it hasn’t always been pretty so far (a byproduct of 
how young their core is), all of the kids have been contributing in their 
own ways. Connor Zary has been finishing his chances and generating 
shots at a good clip (though he has gotten caved in at five-on-five 
defensively). Jeremie Poirier has stepped right in as a rookie and 
become one of the league’s more noticeable and talented offensive 
defencemen after a strong training camp with the Flames. I like what I’ve 
seen out of Jakob Pelletier, even if he and the Flames were both 
probably a little disappointed with his preseason and he hasn’t 
necessarily taken a step forward. Dustin Wolf has been better than his 
numbers indicate behind a team that has been, at times, porous 
defensively. And the relative veteran of the bunch, 24-year-old Matthew 
Phillips, looks like he has reached the AAAA, too-good-for-the-league, 
tweener level typically required of 5-foot-8 players before they get an 
NHL look (he has earned a shot at some point this season). 
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Scott Darling’s second act: From Stanley Cup winner to stand-up 
comedian 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

6-8 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

“I threw up before every hockey game I played professionally,” he said. 
“Every single one. I would do warm-ups, and I would go throw up before 
every game. That’s how nervous I was.” 

He started working through the math out loud. With 126 regular-season 
games in the NHL, plus another five in the playoffs and dozens more in 
the American Hockey League, Darling figured it worked out to more than 
200 trips to retch in arena bathroom stalls. 

“I don’t throw up before comedy,” he said. “But I do have mild panic 
attacks before I go on stage.” 

The 33-year-old was stationed near the lobby bar at Levity Comedy Club 
& Lounge, in Hamilton, Ont., as a few patrons drifted past. It was a quiet, 
blustery weekday evening outside, which conspired with all the other 
forces of the universe to limit sales to about a dozen tickets, even with 
the promise of seeing a former NHL goaltender work a microphone. 

Darling has adopted stand-up comedy as what he calls a “passion 
project,” and as a way to approximate how it felt to play in front of 20,000 
hockey fans. It was an elusive feeling in retirement, and his stop in 
Hamilton was part of a miniature Canadian comedy tour. 

Jesse Ralph, son of Maple Leafs radio colour analyst Jim Ralph, picked 
Darling up at the airport — “I bet his luggage was more expensive than 
my car” — and was also on the bill. An upcoming show in Barrie, Ont., an 
hour north of Toronto, was said to have already sold out. 

There were still plenty of good seats available when Darling was called to 
the stage in Hamilton. None of the audience was seated in the front row, 

and with the blazing stage lights blocking his view, the 6-foot-5 comedian 
would feel like he was talking to himself. 

“Hello, Hamilton,” he greeted the room. “I actually used to play here. I 
played here, like, a decade ago for the Bulldogs when they were a pro 
team.” 

He paused, then spoke haltingly: “It’s a f–king sh–ty town.” 

There was laughter and even a few claps. 

“Sorry,” he said. “I’m just a jokester.” 

Darling warned the audience he worked in dark humour. He told a story 
of his late father and went on to talk about his own divorce, as well as his 
mother’s cancer diagnosis. (“Oh yeah,” he said, “f–king buckle up.”) 

“I was missing this feeling: The shame, the guilt, the embarrassment of 
letting in a goal in front of 20,000 people every night,” he told the room. 
“What could fill the void?” 

He told jokes for five minutes, 37 seconds to fill that void on stage, before 
handing the microphone back to the host at the end of his set. 

“When you’ve mastered something, you’ve already got the mindset to be 
able to master something else,” said Jesse Ralph. “That’s where you see 
someone like Scott excel, just because he already has the work ethic to 
be great at something.” 

Jim Ralph, the Leafs radio voice, also has a background in comedy. After 
retiring from his career as a minor-league goaltender, he launched a 
sideline career as a paid public speaker. (Even though he does not feel 
comfortable speaking in public.) 

“I’m not a comedian,” he said. “The aim might be the same, but I think the 
pressure of this is a lot more intense. I mean, if you go to a dinner and 
somebody’s mildly amusing, it’s a bonus. 

“If you go to see a comedy show, there’s pressure: You’d better be 
funny.” 

Ralph was a goaltender, and so was Darling: Is there something 
inherently funny in the position? 

“It’s probably a different perspective,” Jim Ralph said. “But I don’t know if 
I could see Eddie Belfour getting up and telling jokes anywhere, either.” 

Terry Ryan, who the Canadiens picked eighth overall in the 1995 NHL 
draft, has moved into television and entertainment. (He recently 
appeared on the Canadian series “Shoresy.”) Jared Keeso was a quick-
to-brawl junior hockey player before he helped create “Letterkenny.” 

Scott Darling 

There are not, to date, many former Stanley Cup winners who have 
launched a second career on the stand-up comedy circuit. Darling won 
his championship ring with the Blackhawks in 2015. He split time with a 
struggling Corey Crawford over the first five games of Chicago’s first-
round series against Nashville that year, getting four starts and three 
wins. The Blackhawks went back to Crawford early in Game 6 after 
Darling allowed three first-period goals. Crawford never gave the job 
back, but Darling helped them avoid what might have been an early exit. 
He played one more year in Chicago, then spent parts of two seasons 
with the Carolina Hurricanes before ending his career last year, in the 
AHL. 

Darling still lives in Chicago, where he works as a Blackhawks studio 
analyst with NBCSN. 

“I always joke with people: ‘Don’t let me put my mind to something,’” he 
said. “Because if you tell me I can’t, then I’ll do it 10 times better than you 
thought I would. I’m fully dedicated to being a better broadcaster and 
being the best comedian I can be.” 

He travels with two notebooks. If he notices something, or feels the germ 
of a joke somewhere, he will write it down to nurture later. As he arrived 
in Hamilton, he was working on a joke about why he never trusts 
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Canadians because they always seem too nice for his Chicago-raised 
tastes. 

“I’m a super-anxious person,” he said. “I hide it well. But before I go on 
stage, I almost have a panic attack every time. And when I get off, I have 
a stroke. And then I come back down to earth and everything’s fine. 

“But it’s just something I’ve dealt with.” 

In a way, he said, hockey prepared him for stand-up comedy. 

“With a goalie, it’s like a game within a game,” he said. “If you have a bad 
night, the team loses. That’s it. So you’re kind of on an island. 

“If you go up there and you bomb, it’s on you, but if you tell the jokes 
right, you win. It’s just like having a great game and winning.” 
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Weekend NHL rankings: 5 big-name busts, the Islanders are back, and a 
new bottom team 

 

Sean McIndoe 

14-18 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

We’re five weeks into the season. How’s your team’s big summer 
acquisition doing? 

No, it’s OK, you can pass judgment now. It’s still too early, so you could 
absolutely be wrong, but you won’t seem ridiculous for it like you would 
have after three games. You’re fine. Sit on your couch with a bowl of 
chips on your lap and scream “not good enough!” at your TV, it’s what 
fans are supposed to do. 

The 2022 offseason was a fun one, with an unusually long list of big 
names switching teams. Some of those have worked out, with guys like 
Matthew Tkachuk, Johnny Gaudreau, Kevin Fiala, Kirby Dach, Ville 
Husso and others all at least living up to expectations. But other teams 
are still waiting for their return on investment to kick in. Let’s make that 
today’s bonus five. 

Top five big offseason acquisitions that have been kind of a bust so far 

5. Oliver Bjorkstrand, Seattle – The Kraken have been a nice early 
season story, and any negativity has mostly focused on the weird Shane 
Wright drama. Still, it’s worth noting that Bjorkstrand hasn’t really done 
much yet. That trade felt like a nice piece of work by Ron Francis, taking 
advantage of another team’s cap crunch to get a good player cheap. 
There’s lots of time for it to work out that way, but one goal so far from a 
guy who pushed 30 last year is a letdown. 

4. John Klingberg, Anaheim – Nobody looks good on the Ducks right 
now, and it’s not like they had to give up anything to get Klingberg. But 
it’s fair to say he’s been just OK so far, with no goals and just four 
primary assists while posting lousy possession numbers. All of that has 
at least something to do with the lack of talent around him, but if you’re a 
Ducks fan and hoping that Klingberg would turn into the must-have rental 
target of the trade deadline, you haven’t seen much yet. 

3. Alex DeBrincat, Ottawa – The star whose arrival signaled the 
beginning of Hot Pierre Summer had been pretty cold until Saturday. 
Coming off a 41-goal season, he had just two on the year, and one of 
those was into an empty net. Was he bad now? No, he was unlucky, 
shooting under 4 percent after being over 15 percent in five years in 
Chicago, and all the smart people knew the breakout was coming. Sure 
enough, he potted two against the Flyers, so maybe we can already put 

this one in the past tense. If not, the question might be how much money 
he costs himself while we wait. 

2. Jonathan Huberdeau, Calgary – He has just one goal on the year, and 
like DeBrincat that’s largely just bad luck. But he’s primarily a playmaker, 
and that hasn’t been clicking either, with just five assists on the year. A 
big part of Calgary’s success last year was the chemistry on the top line, 
and for whatever reason, Huberdeau hasn’t been able to replicate that 
yet. The Flames will need it to happen once he returns to the lineup. 

1. Jack Campbell, Edmonton – I’m not sure there was much suspense 
here. Campbell has had some very rough nights so far, and this week’s 
disaster in Carolina dropped his save percentage on the year to an awful 
.873. It’s been bad, and Campbell knows it, calling his own play “pathetic” 
last week. That was before he got shelled for seven goals, by the way. 
The Oilers thought they’d finally found their long-term answer in goal 
when they landed Campbell in free agency. Now they’re locked in for five 
years, so there are some nervous times in Edmonton right now. 

Honorable mention: Alex Stalock and Petr Mrazek, Chicago – You guys 
were brought in to do a job and you’re not doing it. Smarten up. 

On to the top and bottom five, including one spot I just can’t figure out. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

5. Pass – Can we just make it a top four? 

That would be easy, as there’s one team in each division that I’m 
completely sold on. We can haggle over the order, but all four pretty 
clearly belong. 

The five-spot, though? No idea. We’re basically stuck between two 
options: A preseason favorite that’s looked underwhelming, or a surprise 
team with a better record that may or may not hold up. The obvious pick 
from that second group would be the Devils, who have the league’s third-
best win percentage and fantastic underlying numbers to back it up. But 
remember, this is about the five teams that are most likely to win the 
Cup. Are we really saying that the Devils are already there? The team 
with Vitek Vanecek and Mackenzie Blackwood in goal, one year removed 
from a 63-point season, are a top-five Cup favorite? I’m honestly not 
sure, and the Devils did crack the top five in the Other Rankings this 
week. But I’d rather be too slow than too fast, so I’m holding off on New 
Jersey for another week. 

This was pretty fantastic, though. I wasn’t the only one who was wrong 
about the Devils in week one! 

So what about the Jets? That’s an ever tougher sell than the Devils, 
although if you believe that the old Connor Hellebuyck is back then you 
could make the case. Dallas? I explained my reluctance last week, and 
they responded with a pair of losses before getting back on track against 
the Flyers. I’m obviously not going to trust a team like Detroit or Seattle 
any time soon. 

So that leaves us with the preseason favorites. But the Rangers and 
Leafs haven’t been anywhere near consistent enough. Neither have the 
Wild or Oilers. The Flames look awful. And last week’s “safe” pick, the 
Lightning had lost two straight before beating up the Capitals last night. 

I hate it here. 

5. Florida Panthers (8-6-1, +1 true goals differential*) – Nobody’s going to 
like this pick. I don’t like this pick. But they did shut out the Hurricanes 
this week, which was impressive. They also lost to the Oilers on 
Saturday, so who knows? In the end, I’m going with the team that’s 
coming off a 120-point season, even as they’re still trying to find their 
feet. They just got Aaron Ekblad back from injury, so they’ve got that 
going for them. 

Can’t wait to watch them go 0-for-4 this week, including a 12-1 loss to the 
Blue Jackets. 
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4. Vegas Golden Knights (13-3-0, +22) – Jack Eichel posting a hat trick in 
Buffalo (and making sure the fans knew about it) was some A+ villain 
stuff. That’s a compliment, by the way. Look, if you’re going to turn your 
heel on the franchise you were supposed to save, at least embrace the 
role. Really twist the knife. Solid work by Eichel here. 

But then they lost to the Blues, and nobody loses to the Blues. Sorry 
guys, no promotion for you. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (9-5-1, +2) – They’ve lost three of four, for the 
second time this season. Last time, they followed that stumble with four 
straight wins, and they’ve got a chance to get right tonight against the 
Hawks. 

2. Boston Bruins (14-2-0, +29) – The fallout from the Mitchell Miller 
debacle continues, with the heart-breaking details from victim Isaiah 
Meyer-Crothers making the Bruins look even worse. But on the ice, the 
news has been all good, with Charlie McAvoy back in the lineup and four 
straight wins. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (8-4-1, +13) – I get that my insistence on keeping 
the Avs in the top spot despite a middling record has been infuriating for 
a few of you, especially those that have somehow missed the three 
dozen disclaimers about this being a long-term view. For the record, I’d 
just like to point out that The Athletic’s hockey crew agrees with me … 
kind of. They still have the Avs in the top spot for their Cup picks, 
although they’re tied with the Hurricanes. Luckily for us, those two teams 
faced each other on Saturday, and the Avs won. Oh hey, look who’s back 
in first in their division, how interesting. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: New York Islanders – So let me get this straight, it’s maybe a 
good thing when you get to play some home games before March? 

OK, the Islanders didn’t have to stay on the road quite that long last year. 
And their season-opening 13-game road trip (while construction finished 
on their new rink) was far from their only issue, especially since they kept 
losing once the UBS Arena was ready. Last year’s Islanders were just 
bad. The question was whether it was an outlier or a new normal, 
especially after Lou Lamoriello fired the best coach in the league and 
then basically took the rest of the offseason off. 

So far, it’s fair to say the needle is drifting towards “outlier.” It’s been 
dicey at times, with a few big comeback wins mixed in. Those remain 
rare in today’s NHL, so you could call it a bit of record-boosting good 
luck. You could also call it an identity, as a team that a lot of us had 
written off refuses to back down, even against contenders like the 
Flames and Rangers. 

Maybe the biggest story is that the Lane Lambert version of this team 
doesn’t look all that different from the best of the Barry Trotz era. They’re 
hard to score on, with good penalty-killing and excellent goaltending from 
Ilya Sorokin. They score more than you think they do, with two top lines 
that can hurt you. They grind. And so far, they beat good teams, 
including the Avs and Hurricanes. 

Then they lose to the Coyotes and you wonder a bit. But only a bit. With 
both Washington and Pittsburgh showing signs of closing windows, the 
path to a Metro playoff spot is looking clearer than we’d thought it would 
be. And remember, as bad as last season was, the Islanders still finished 
the year with 84 points, good for the ninth spot in the East. If that’s the 
worst-case scenario for this group, then the door is open for at least a 
postseason return. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

It was Hall of Fame weekend in Toronto, leading up to tonight’s induction 
of Herb Carnegie, Roberto Luongo, Riikka Sallinen, Daniel Alfredsson 
and the Sedin twins. But the highlight of the weekend, and maybe the 
season so far, was this moment on Saturday: 

The legendary defenseman had also appeared the night before, sharing 
an emotional moment with Darryl Sittler. Salming is battling ALS, and is 
no longer able to speak, and this was an opportunity for Toronto fans and 
the hockey world to express how much he’s meant to them. If you’re not 
familiar with Salming’s career and his place in hockey history, this piece 
is a good place to start. Keep fighting Borje, we’re all with you. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (4-9-3, -12) – It’s a week of change in the bottom 
five, with a new team in the one-spot and the Canucks joining the ranks 
for the first time. That means no more Montreal, who drop off the list for 
the first time while continuing to churn along over .500. 

The Canucks can only wish they could reach those heights, with three 
straight regulation losses burying them even further down the standings. 
A coaching change feels inevitable here, and it’s hard not to feel awful for 
Bruce Boudreau, stuck with a bad roster and a team president who 
seems to want to publicly shiv him at every opportunity. 

Meanwhile, Drance lays out the case for a nobody-is-untouchable 
rebuild, contrasting the current Canucks plan to that of the Habs team 
they just replaced here. 

4. San Jose Sharks (5-9-3, -11) – One of the feel-good stories of the first 
month was how rarely hockey fans had to endure a shootout. There have 
only been 11 all year, which is 11 too many but not too bad. But the 
Sharks account for four of them, including last night’s win over the Wild 
that saw them come back after being down 2-0 with six minutes left in 
regulation. What I’m trying to say is: Knock it off, San Jose. 

3. Anaheim Ducks (4-10-1, -27) – Three losses, all in regulation, and 12 
more goals against to add to their league-leading total. It’s bad. Oh well, 
at least Trevor Zegras is still scoring highlight-reel goals that don’t count 
because of one of the dumbest rules in sports. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (6-8-1, -14) – For what it’s worth, our writers still think 
the Coyotes are the favorite to finish dead last. But that came before 
some injury news broke, so at the risk of getting out over my skis a little 
bit, I’m giving top spot to… 

1. Columbus Blue Jackets (4-9-1, -23) – With Zach Werenski out for the 
year, I’ve seen enough. This season is officially a write-off for the Blue 
Jackets, and that means they should fire up the tank. They’ve already got 
lousy goaltending, and losing one of their best players means they can 
do what needs to be done with a clear conscience. 

Not ranked: Calgary Flames – I didn’t give any serious thought to putting 
them in the bottom five, and won’t for a long time. But the fact that we’re 
even talking about them way down here is pretty incredible. I had them in 
the top five in each of the season’s first three weeks, and sure, I’m bad at 
this. But heading into the last week of October, the Flames were 5-1-0 
and had already beaten the Avs, Oilers, Knights, Hurricanes and 
Penguins. 

Then they lost seven in a row, a streak they finally snapped on Saturday 
with a win over the Jets. 

I don’t get it. I’m not even sure where to start. Like just about every 
surprising NHL result, you can instinctively point to the goaltending, and 
it’s true that Jacob Markstrom has been bad. But why? He’s a good 
goaltender, and Darryl Sutter knows how to put a defensive system in 
place, so you think they could get a few saves. 

They also can’t score, which is maybe a little less surprising but not by 
much given the talent that’s here. The special teams have been just OK. 
They look sloppy, which has never been a Sutter thing. They’re capped 
out and injuries haven’t helped, as Julian points out, and maybe it’s partly 
a chemistry thing after one of the most hectic offseason in recent history. 

But even when you add all of that up, the Flames’ losing streak didn’t 
make sense. They should be too good to lose this often, and I’m really 
not sure where they go from here. Sutter has a new extension, so you’d 
think he’s safe. Do you make a big trade if you’re Brad Treliving, 
especially after all that offseason chaos? Maybe the answer is that you 
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just relax and trust the process, knowing you’re only a few points out of a 
playoff spot. 

That’s probably the route I would take, but it wouldn’t be with much 
confidence. Flames fans, help me out, what’s happening here? 
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NHL99: Grant Fuhr teed it up — often — to mentally prepare for 4 
Stanley Cup runs 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

11-14 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

“True story,” began Mike Keenan. We were talking about Grant Fuhr, the 
Hall of Fame goaltender and No. 71 on The Athletic’s list of greatest NHL 
players of the post-expansion era. Keenan’s path crossed with Fuhr’s for 
more than a decade, beginning in 1985, when Fuhr’s Oilers defeated 
Keenan’s Flyers in the Stanley Cup Final twice in a three-year span. 
Later, in the fall of 1987, Keenan designated Fuhr as the starting goalie 
for Canada in the memorable Canada Cup final against the Soviet Union. 

But now we are in 1995, with Keenan a year removed from winning the 
Stanley Cup with the Rangers and having joined the Blues as GM and 
coach. He needed a goaltender. And Fuhr — after a challenging season 
divided between the Sabres and Kings — needed a job. 

“I’m sitting in an outdoor cafe on a little side street in New York City … 
and a car goes by,” Keenan said. “The brakes squeal, a guy jumps out 
and it’s (Wayne Gretzky). He says, ‘How long are you going to be here? 
… I’ll be back in an hour.’ He just happened to see us sitting there out of 
the car window.  

“So, an hour later, Janet’s with Wayne now, and they come back and 
we’re having a beer and shooting the breeze. Finally, I say, ‘I’m looking 
for a goalie, do you guys have any ideas?’ And Janet jumped right in and 
said, ‘Grant Fuhr should be your goalie.’ And I answered, ‘Yes, he is. 
He’s going to be my goalie.’ 

“I hadn’t even thought of Grant up to that point. So, I got ahold of Grant 
and offered him a contract. At that point, it wasn’t too difficult because 
nobody else wanted him. And then he came to camp and was out of 
shape. I said, ‘Oh shit. I just gave you an opportunity to get back in and 
now this?’” 

But there was a happy ending after all, for both Keenan and Fuhr. Fuhr 
got into shape quickly that season, working with Bobby Kersee, whom 
Keenan had hired as the team’s conditioning coach.  

“Bobby Kersee had been training his wife (Jackie Joyner-Kersee) for the 
Olympics and he beat the shit out of Grant,” Keenan said. “Grant lost a 
pile of weight and got fit in a very quick time. I didn’t really even have a 
backup goalie who could play or win some games for us at the time. 
Finally, I got Jon Casey, who was a competitive guy, but he’s not Grant 
Fuhr. I just said, ‘Grant, just come and play the games and you can play 
golf on the off days all you want.’  

“Eventually, I got dismissed in St. Louis, but Grant played there for 
another couple of years. His career was resuscitated by a car arbitrarily 
going by a cafe on a small New York City street.” 

In all, Fuhr played for six NHL teams – the Oilers, Maple Leafs, Sabres, 
Kings, Blues and Flames. He won 403 regular-season games and 92 
more in the playoffs.  

He retired in 2000 and was the first man of color elected to the Hockey 
Hall of Fame. He holds the NHL record for most assists by a goaltender 
in a single season (14, in 1983-84) and the most points, regular-season 
and playoffs combined by a goalie (61).  

Fuhr, who is of mixed race, was the adopted son of Robert and Betty 
Fuhr, a White family, and grew up in Spruce Grove, Alta. The Oilers won 
the Stanley Cup in 1984 and 1985 and then again in 1987 and 1988 but 
lost in the 1986 quarterfinals to Calgary in seven games. The Flames’ 
winning goal was infamous — an “own” goal scored against Fuhr by 
Steve Smith, who accidentally caromed a clearing pass in off the back of 
his own unsuspecting goaltender.  

Fuhr’s father, Robert, passed away just weeks before that series loss, 
during the opening round of the playoffs against Vancouver, making 
times doubly challenging. That was a loss that interrupted what might 
have been a five-year Stanley Cup run for Edmonton, where Fuhr played 
for 10 years as a dominant goaltending presence, partnered with Andy 
Moog early on and then Bill Ranford in later years. 

There’s little question that Fuhr’s easy-going personality and style helped 
turn him into the player he became, according to Paul Coffey, a 
teammate on the first three of the Oilers’ Stanley Cup championship 
teams.  

Fuhr was always so Zen and so matter-of-fact about life, prepared to take 
it as it comes. And maybe the best illustration is how Fuhr channeled the 
pressure-packed off days of a Stanley Cup run.  

Other players would fret. Fuhr would golf.  

Sometimes, as much 36 holes in a single day.  

And once, when Fuhr was memorably asked how he could possibly play 
that much golf on what was theoretically a rest or off day, he blithely 
answered, “Because it usually gets too dark to play 54.” 

Fuhr will stress there was also a method behind what some think was 
madness.  

“My theory was, come Stanley Cup playoff time, it’s hockey 24/7, which 
means guys run out of gas mentally before they run out of gas 
physically,” Fuhr said. “So, for me, if I could, on the off day, get on the 
golf course where you didn’t have to think about hockey, it just gave you 
four hours of peace and quiet, so your mind was fresher every day. It’s 
not like you’re walking the golf course. You’re riding in a cart. So, you’re 
not really accomplishing a lot, exercise-wise. But the four hours of peace 
and quiet meant a lot to keep you fresh.” 

As a defenseman, Coffey liked to lead and sometimes join the rush, so 
he relied on Fuhr to make many a timely save. Coffey laughed when I 
told him how Fuhr found peace on the golf course. 

“I don’t know how he ever found golf to be relaxing because I’ve always 
found golf is just a lot of hard work,” Coffey said. “But he was just so 
good at it.” 

But handling and channeling pressure was always one of Fuhr’s strong 
suits, according to Coffey. 

“We used to have these fierce ping-pong battles in the dressing room 
and he would be playing Randy Gregg or Kevin McClelland, head-on, 
fierce, competitive games, 17 or 18 minutes before we were on the ice 
for warmup,” Coffey said. “The bigger the game, the more relaxed Grant 
got. 

“I always say this about Grant: He might not be the best goalie of all time, 
but there was nobody better when it mattered the most. I truly believe 
that.” 

Fuhr made his NHL debut in the 1981-82 season with Edmonton as a 19-
year-old. Because he was playing in his hometown, he lived with his 
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mother at the start of his first NHL season. After losing his first-ever start, 
against Winnipeg, Fuhr then went 15-0-8 in his next 23, a record 
undefeated streak for a rookie goalie. That year, Fuhr finished second in 
the Vezina Trophy race to the Islanders’ Billy Smith and third in the 
Calder Trophy race behind Winnipeg’s Dale Hawerchuk and Boston’s 
Barry Pederson.  

He eventually won the Vezina in 1988 before a trio of goalies — Patrick 
Roy, Ed Belfour and Dominik Hasek — dominated the balloting for the 
next 13 years.  

His 79 appearances in the 1995-96 season playing for Keenan remains 
an NHL record and for the longest time, it looked as if Fuhr might play 
every game — something that hadn’t happened in the NHL since the 
Glenn Hall era of the 1950s and 1960s. 

“I was an old guy at that point of my career,” Fuhr said. “But it comes 
down to strength of mind. I liked playing. I liked playing every day. You 
prepare to play every day. So, the fact that Mike let me play every day 
was great. 

“I look at (coaches) now and they want to micromanage your minutes. It’s 
more about relating to your goalie and talking to them to see how they 
feel and where their minds are at. Physically, the guys are good athletes. 
They’re going to be able to play. It’s the mental side and it’s the side that 
gets overlooked sometimes.” 

In his autobiography, Fuhr explained his theory of goaltending in two 
sentences: “The minute you think about what you’re doing as a goalie, 
you’re lost. Playing goalie, you can’t think the game, you have to play the 
game.” 

Al MacInnis, who played against Fuhr early in his career with the Flames 
and then alongside him on the Blues, saw that attitude firsthand.  

“There’s a line in the show ‘Ted Lasso’ where Ted Lasso says … ‘You 
have the memory of a goldfish, five or six seconds’ and that was true of 
Grant too,” MacInnis said. “If he didn’t have a good game, he’d say, ‘Oh 
well, no worries, I’ll be better next game.’ A bad outing never seemed to 
bother him, which is the perfect demeanor for a goalie.  

“The one thing about Grant was when you needed a save, he’d give you 
a save. Late in periods. Late in games. Late in overtime.” 

Part of the ability to channel pressure was Fuhr’s personality and 
phlegmatic outlook on life. But some of it involved research as well. 

“I’ve been a fan of sports psychology for a long time,” Fuhr said. “The 
biggest thing great athletes do is, they have short memories. So, if, say in 
basketball, someone misses a shot, they’re going to forget about it and 
try the same shot a minute later. As a goalie, if you give up a bad goal, 
you can’t do anything about it. So the best thing you can do is still exude 
confidence. Because the guys on the bench — and everybody else — 
are looking at you to see how you react. Body language means a lot. 
How you think about giving up bad goals means a lot.  

“When the game’s over, you can think about it and go to sleep but then 
when you wake up, it’s a new day.” 

It was his father who originally introduced Grant to golf. Fuhr says he 
would tag along and play with his dad as a teenager, but it wasn’t until he 
went to play junior hockey in Victoria that his interest and his playing 
ability grew.  

“I wasn’t old enough to get into the bars, and you had to find something 
to do and they had great golf courses on the island and some of the guys 
played, so I tagged along and started to play a little,” said Fuhr, who is 
mostly self-taught.  

Between 1991 and 2013, Fuhr played the American Century 
Championship, an annual celebrity golf event that brings athletes and 
actors together at the Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course in Stateline, Nev. 
Fuhr has six top-10 finishes in all, and between 2006 and 2009, he had 
an exceptional four-year run, finishing tied for fourth (with Mario 
Lemieux), third all alone, tied for third (with Tony Romo) and then sixth. 

Fuhr is still a scratch golfer and says that while he’s not as consistent as 
he used to be, he still can have some “good days” on the golf course. 

In 2013, Fuhr joined Desert Dunes, a golf club in Palm Springs, Calif., 
where he now lives, as the director of golf. 

This past summer, Fuhr was one of six former NHL players — five of 
them in the Hall of Fame — coaching in the three-on-three league called 
3ICE that made the rounds of North American cities and culminated with 
a championship weekend in Las Vegas. Six teams played games in nine 
cities in nine weeks, so Fuhr’s team would fly into a city on a Friday, play 
Saturday and then fly home on Sunday. Bryan Trottier’s team eventually 
won the 2022 3ICE championship. But Fuhr always made sure a lot of 
fun was had along the way. 

Nowadays, Fuhr is doing pregame, intermission and postgame panel 
duties on Coachella Firebirds TV and radio broadcasts. The AHL team is 
in its first year of operations as the primary minor-league affiliate of the 
Seattle Kraken. 

Reflecting on a career that had its share of ups and downs, Fuhr says the 
best part was “all the good people” he met along the way.  

“That’s the first thing that really stands out,” he said. “The fact that I got to 
play a game for a living that as a kid, and even as an adult, I would have 
played regardless. You live and dream of that as a kid — that you could 
make a living at the game. That’s pretty hard to beat, not to mention we 
had a little success along the way.” 

Fuhr smiled.  

“That kinda helped too.” 
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LeBrun: Luongo, Alfredsson and Sedins show how Hall of Fame criteria 
have (rightly) changed 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

6-7 minutes 14/11/2022 

 

Their plaques are in the Hockey Hall of Fame even though their names 
aren’t on the sport’s most cherished trophy, which resides in the Great 
Hall. 

And that’s OK. 

Roberto Luongo, Daniel Alfredsson, Henrik Sedin and Daniel Sedin are 
Hockey Hall of Famers through and through, their deservedness for 
induction Monday night absolutely without doubt in my mind. 

Could their induction class, devoid of a Stanley Cup ring between the 
four of them, be a springboard for the next wave of Hall of Fame 
inductees over the next couple of decades? 

The reason I ask is that the NHL has now stretched out to 32 teams. The 
idea that a Stanley Cup title should be one of the major criteria seems 
less and less practical as the math keeps elongating the championship 
odds for any player. 

I mean, in theory, each team is in line to win the Cup every 32 years now. 
Obviously it doesn’t work that way. 

In fact, even the salary cap era has skewed that math. 

The Penguins (2009, 2016, 2017), Blackhawks (2010, 2013 and 2015), 
Kings (2012 and 2014) and Lightning (2020 and 2021) have combined to 
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win 10 of the past 14 Stanley Cups. So if you were a star player playing 
in the last 14 years and you weren’t on those four teams, nor the 2011 
Bruins, 2018 Capitals, 2019 Blues or 2022 Avalanche, does that mean 
your Hockey Hall of Fame case should take a hit? 

Of course not. 

For years, how many Cups a player won was such a big argument when 
building a player’s HHOF case. Cups, then individual hardware. In a six-
team league or, heck, even in a 21-team league, I get that argument. 

Just not anymore. 

Don’t get me wrong. Raising your game come playoff time is definitely 
part of the Hall of Fame discussion. But you can do that without winning 
a Cup. Luongo, the Sedins and Alfredsson all reached a Stanley Cup 
Final, for example, and had lots of big playoff moments throughout their 
careers. 

And, of course, the flip side of the Cup-tally HHOF standard is players 
who have happened to be part of championship teams and gained the 
benefit of that exposure. 

Like, please don’t tell me that there’s anyone alive who thinks Pat 
Maroon is Hockey Hall of Fame material now because he’s won three 
Stanley Cup championships and appeared in four consecutive finals. 

Hey, we all love Pat Maroon. He’s one of the game’s awesome dudes. 
But a Hall of Famer he obviously isn’t. Yes, he provided some big 
moments in those championship journeys, but he’s still a bottom-six 
forward. 

That’s an extreme example, I know, but it illustrates the point. 

And I’m not here to take away from any player who got into the Hockey 
Hall of Fame that was part of the 1950s, ’60s or ’70s Canadiens, or the 
Oilers or Islanders of the ’80s. 

One thing I don’t like doing is trying to denigrate a player who’s already in 
the Hall of Fame. I think we should all be above that. 

This is more about looking forward. 

I think it’s a wonderful thing that Luongo, Alfredsson, Sedin and Sedin all 
got into the Hall together, without a Stanley Cup ring between them, and 
nobody batted an eye. Especially given their international exploits, all 
four winning Olympic gold (Luongo in 2010, the Swedes in 2006); 
remember it’s the Hockey Hall of Fame, not the NHL Hall of Fame. 

There are more players than ever in the league. There are going to be 
more amazing careers without Cup wins that are worthy of Hockey Hall 
of Fame recognition. 

That’s just reality. 

And I’m here for it. 

It goes without saying that Joe Thornton should be inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in his very first year of eligibility. The vote had 
better be unanimous, too. And if a single member of the Hockey Hall of 
Fame selection committee raises the fact that he didn’t win the Cup as 
something that’s noteworthy, then that’s just lame. 

Thornton not only got to the Stanley Cup Final in 2016, but his 134 
career playoff points are tied with HHOFers Guy Lafleur and Brendan 
Shanahan. 

And maybe I’m presenting too easy a non-Cup HHOF case here, 
because Thornton’s career numbers are among the all-time greats, 
including seventh all-time in NHL history with 1,109 assists and 12th all-
time in points with 1,539, as well as winning the Hart Trophy as NHL 
MVP in 2006 and capturing Olympic gold in 2010. 

So that’s going to be an easy one. 

Carey Price will be in the Hockey Hall of Fame. His career looks to have 
been cut short, but he was unquestionably the top goalie in the world for 

around a decade, winning the Hart Trophy and Olympic gold and also 
reaching a Cup final. He’s missing a Cup title, of course, but nobody is 
going to question his HHOF credentials. 

And it’s not like we haven’t had other players inducted into the Hockey 
Hall of Fame without a Cup ring. There have been a decent number, of 
course, with Pavel Bure, Marcel Dionne, Eric Lindros, Jarome Iginla, Paul 
Kariya and Dale Hawerchuk among them — all absolute worthy Hall of 
Famers despite missing that elusive Cup title. 

But moving forward, the number of players joining them in that non-Cup, 
HHOF group is going to grow both organically, because of the size of the 
NHL, and hopefully also because the voters’ criteria will shift to some 
degree. 

Perhaps it already had, given this year’s class. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.14.2022 

1259102 Websites 

 

Maple Leafs pay tribute to a legend: ‘The win was definitely for Börje 
tonight’ 

 

Jonas Siegel 

5-6 minutes 13/11/2022 

 

Rasmus Sandin held back tears as he watched Börje Salming standing 
nearby at centre ice, being honoured by the Maple Leafs. 

Sandin was among the six Swedes to line up in the Maple Leafs’ all-
Swedish starting lineup against the Canucks on Saturday. 

He shares a particularly close connection with Salming. 

It started with lunch in Stockholm after Sandin was selected in the first 
round of the 2018 draft by the same Leafs that Salming began his NHL 
career with almost 50 years earlier. He and Salming continued to meet 
up, whether they were in Toronto or back in Stockholm. They talked on 
the phone. 

They shared a bond. 

The guy who carved the path guided yet another player who followed in 
his footsteps. 

“He’s just been a role model. He’s a guy that you look up to,” Sandin 
explained to The Athletic after the Leafs rallied to beat the Canucks. “Just 
a class act. He sees himself as just a normal human being. He’s so 
humble. He’s a legend obviously, but you know, he doesn’t think so. He 
thinks he’s just a complete normal guy and just wants other people to 
succeed. Everything he’s done here, the history that he has with this 
organization, it’s tremendous obviously.” 

Sandin felt all that as Salming, battling ALS and unable to speak, was 
honoured. The emotions were heavy. 

“I think everyone here that appreciates everything he’s done for the city 
and for this organization, and for myself that has met him a bunch of 
times on the outside, it was tough to hold back tears for sure,” he said. 

Salming came to North America, to play for the Leafs, at a time when that 
simply wasn’t done. He set the path that so many Swedes ultimately 
followed, including Sandin. He played 16 years for the Leafs, becoming 
one of the best defencemen in NHL history. He ranks fourth all-time 
among Leafs with 768 points and first with 620 assists. He’s tops among 
all Leafs defencemen in goals, assists, and points. He was twice the 
runner-up for the Norris trophy and even finished in the top five for the 
Hart Trophy in 1977. 
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Salming was the first European to play 1,000 NHL games. He made it 
clear that Swedes could be every bit as tough as their North American 
counterparts. 

A warrior. A legend. A Maple Leaf. 

Salming had been cheered loudly when he was recognized a night earlier 
at the Hall of Fame game, standing beside and supported by fellow Hall 
of Famers Darryl Sittler and Mats Sundin. 

“I thought it was something that warranted us touching on further tonight,” 
Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said of the initial tribute on Friday. 

Keefe decided to start an all-Swedish starting lineup of Sandin, Timothy 
Liljegren, William Nylander, Pierre Engvall, and Calle Jarnkrok, with 
another Swede, Erik Källgren in net. 

Nylander took the ceremonial faceoff opposite Canucks defenceman and 
fellow Swede Oliver Ekman-Larsson. 

It was touching. 

“Our players had a sense (Friday) night – if you didn’t know – you got a 
sense of how important he is here in Toronto,” Keefe said. “He paved the 
way for so many great European players to come and play here in 
Toronto. 

“It made sense to pay tribute to him in that way.” 

“It was special, it was very special,” Sandin said of the starting lineup 
tribute. “I had no idea that we were gonna start, and then when (Keefe) 
came in and said it was just Swedish guys that were gonna start, I mean, 
I was really happy about it. I couldn’t stop smiling. It was really, really 
cool.” 

Salming is a legend like few others back in Sweden, Sandin said. 

“It’s very few people, I would say, in Sweden, hockey players, that people 
recognize,” he explained. “It’s not like here. Toronto is Toronto. It’s the 
mecca of hockey pretty much. But Börje is definitely one of those guys 
that people recognize in Sweden. Wherever he goes, where there is 
hockey, he’s a legend, he’s an icon. 

“He’s definitely someone people look up to.” 

“Obviously he’s one of the biggest, if not the biggest one,” Engvall added 
of Salming’s influence back home in Sweden. “Especially coming here to 
Toronto, you see how big he is here. It’s just an honour to play for the 
same team as he did.” 

As Salming walked off the ice, accompanied by family, each and every 
Leaf made sure to exchange a glove tap with him. 

Nylander gave him a big hug after the ceremonial draw in a game that 
saw the Leafs come all the way back from a 2-0 deficit. 

“That kind of stuff really hits you hard,” Auston Matthews said of the 
ceremony for Salming. “I think for us though to just see how a guy like 
Börje was embraced by the fans, and just what he did for this 
organization and his time here, and what he still means to this city — I 
think it puts a lot of things into perspective for us as players playing here. 
To have guys like him and others that have paved the way for us, it 
means a lot. 

“You can just see it and feel it.” 

“Happy we got the win,” Sandin added. “The win was definitely for Börje 
tonight.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Takeaways: Unbelievably, Vancouver is on a 
worse pace than last season 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 13, 2022, 10:40 PM 

 

By the time the Vancouver Canucks changed regimes last December, it 
was too late to save their National Hockey League season. Even a 32-
15-10 sprint to the finish under new head coach Bruce Boudreau did not 
get the team into the playoffs. 

Coach Travis Green and general manager Jim Benning were fired after 
Game 25. 

On Sunday, the Canucks staggered through Game 16 by losing 5-2 to 
the Boston Bruins. At 4-9-3, they are a point worse – yes, unbelievably, 
worse – under Boudreau this fall than they were with Green at the same 
point last season. Take a minute to process that. 

With their entirely rebuilt hockey operations department, a renovation of 
the coaching staff pushed by general manager Patrik Allvin and president 
Jim Rutherford, a handful of new players and a power play that is one of 
the NHL’s best, the 2022-23 Canucks are behind the pace of the team 
that caused the most sweeping mid-season changes in franchise history 
just 11 months ago. 

Rutherford and Allvin aren’t going anywhere. But their chilly views about 
Boudreau have been evident since the end of last season, when market 
happiness over the Canucks’ five-month surge under “Bruce, there it is!” 
was muted by Rutherford’s first criticism of structure and systems play. 

Vancouver has lost three games in regulation after opening its road trip 
with a win in Ottawa and regressed back to .500 (4-4-1) since the season 
began with seven straight losses. 

Against a Bruins team that has set a franchise record by winning its first 
nine home games, the Canucks were tied for most of the first period but 
fell behind 2-1 on Patrice Bergeron’s power-play redirect at 17:29, trailed 
4-1 20 minutes later and never seriously threatened Boston. 

Vancouver got power-play goals from J.T. Miller and Sheldon Dries and 
27 saves on 31 shots from goalie Thatcher Demko, who is 1-8-2 this 
season and has allowed a minimum of three goals in all 11 of his starts. 

Demko’s delay-of-game penalty for sweeping the puck over the glass 44 
seconds after the opening faceoff was the first of six minors the Canucks 
took in the first two periods. 

“I didn’t think we played too bad, honest to goodness,” Boudreau said. 
“We worked our butts off, especially in the third period. But it’s not good 
enough. You can’t take a penalty at the 20-second mark and have to kill 
it, and then just go on and on defending for a period and a half. It’s too 
hard to do to come back against NHL hockey teams. 

“They want to win. They want to do good things. But right now, they’re 
just not doing them.” 

Without the contract extension he felt he had earned, Boudreau was a 
lame-duck coach when this season began. It’s hard to believe 
management will let this disillusioning slide continue much longer without 
euthanizing the fowl and choosing their own coach. 

The Canuck road trip ends Tuesday against the Buffalo Sabres. 

ACCOUNTABILITY? 

We’re all aboard the accountability train. We just don’t think Canuck 
rookie Andrei Kuzmenko should be the only rider. 

The 26-year-old Russian was a healthy scratch Sunday for the first time 
as an NHLer. He took the warmup but was sent to the press box by 
Boudreau just five games removed from a hat trick, which was a part of a 
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five-game run that saw Kuzmenko pile up six goals and nine points. He is 
third on the Canucks with seven goals, behind only Miller and Bo Horvat. 

Kuzmenko had a poor game in Saturday’s 3-2 loss in Toronto, where he 
made a couple of bad defensive reads that led to Leaf scoring chances. 
The Canucks were outshot 6-2 while he was on the ice and Kuzmenko 
did not get a shift in the final 5:34 when the Canucks were: pressing for a 
tying goal, had a power play and attacked six-against-five at the end. 
Instead, zero-goal scorer Brock Boeser was in Kuzmenko’s spot. 

It’s true that Kuzmenko has a lot of defensive work to learn as an NHL 
rookie transitioning to a faster game on a smaller surface. It’s also true 
that even after the Toronto game, he leads Canuck regulars in shots-for 
percentage (54.2) and is second to linemate Elias Pettersson in 
expected-goals (56.6 per cent). 

Here’s something else that is true: as the most coveted free agent out of 
Europe last summer, Kuzmenko chose the Canucks over all other teams. 
And after signing a rookie-capped bargain one-year contract, he will be 
an unrestricted free agent next summer eligible to go anywhere he likes. 

It would be nice if he wants to stay with the Canucks. 

Veteran defenceman Tyler Myers took three of the Canucks’ six minor 
penalties in the first 40 minutes, when the Bruin power play scored twice. 

There was an element of bad luck on the puck-over-glass penalty Myers 
took at 17:10 of the second period – just 13 seconds before Brad 
Marchand scored short-side on Demko to make it 4-2. And on Myers’ 
second tripping penalty of the game, eight minutes earlier, the 
defenceman was trying to sweep the puck with his skate when he kicked 
out the feet of a Boston player. 

But big picture, Myers has now taken 10 minor penalties in 13 games, 
surpassing injured teammate Tanner Pearson for team-worst, and is tied 
for the most in the NHL. But Myers still finished Sunday with 18:08 of ice 
time, including 5:38 of the third period. 

“You can’t do that (against) any team in the NHL, especially when your 
best players are killing your penalties, too,” Boudreau said of the being 
shorthanded six times. “It makes it an awfully difficult time. It seems 
every time you take a dumb penalty or a needless penalty, those are the 
ones that are scored on. The two that they got today (on the power play), 
both off really dumb penalties.” 

HERE IS SOME CULTURE 

With Allvin desperate to build better culture and Boudreau desperate to 
win games, it was a mistake to take Kyle Burroughs out of the lineup for 
the previous six, four of which were losses. In Boston, the depth 
defenceman got his first game since Oct. 28. 

He had a block on an early Boston power play, a big first-period hit on 
Bruins star David Pastrnak and beat Tomas Nosek in a fight when 
challenged. Ultimately, the Canucks need better players at the bottom of 
their lineup. But until then – or until Burroughs legitimately plays himself 
out of the lineup – the Canucks need guys who play a hard, simple game 
and battle like each one could be his last. 

Winger Vasily Podkolzin, another tireless worker trying to prove he 
should be in the lineup each night, was injured in a first-period fight when 
he challenged A.J. Greer after the Bruin brought his elbow up in an open-
ice hit on the Canuck. Greer appeared to catch Podkolzin flush with a 
punch after the Russian, who had not had an NHL fight, lost his balance. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: Despite missing camp, Stars' Jason 
Robertson hasn't missed a beat 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

November 13, 2022, 2:07 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — Jason Robertson has spent the first month of the season 
poking holes in the theory that a player who misses training camp is 
bound to spend a good chunk of the first half playing catch-up. 

The Dallas Stars left-winger has quite simply not missed a beat, picking 
up precisely where he left off last season. You might even make the 
argument he’s raised his game — which is impressive when you consider 
the standard he’s set for himself early in his career. 

“If you know Jason Robertson, I don’t think his personality is susceptible 
to distractions bothering him,” Stars head coach Peter DeBoer said. 
“What bigger distraction (can there be) than missing the entire training 
camp? Look how that’s bothered him. 

“As a coach, you’re always concerned about guys who miss camps and I 
would say that the norm would be that you would be behind. It just tells 
you that (Robertson) prepared well and did what he had to do while he 
was out to make sure that he was ready to start the season.” 

Part of what Robertson did after his normal training partners (his brother 
Nick from the Toronto Maple Leafs and Carolina Hurricanes defenceman 
Jalen Chatfield) had departed for training camp was get onto the ice with 
the U.S. National Team Development Program in Michigan. 

After skating on his own for a couple of weeks, Robertson not only 
appreciated the on-ice structure of working out with the USNTDP, but 
Robertson leaned into the opportunity to be a sounding board for many 
young players who would love nothing more than to follow in his 
footsteps to the NHL. 

“It was more mentally kind of a grind because you don’t know when (the 
contract negotiation) is going to end — and you’re staying prepared and 
ready,” said Robertson, who inked a four-year deal worth $31 million that 
carries an AAV of $7.75 million on Oct. 6. “It was nice to get some 
practice reps and shoot on a goalie again. They really took care of me 
and gave all of their resources to me. I’m very grateful for that. It was a 
win-win (situation).” 

Aside from missing out on training camp, Robertson clearly hasn’t been 
bogged down subconsciously or otherwise like some other players after 
signing a bigger ticket deal, since it’s natural to press to show that you’re 
worth the investment or to try and live up to the hype that often comes 
with a substantial raise. 

“I’m not saying anything to blow smoke, but in junior, it kind of came like 
that. I put up numbers and then I just kept doing it every night. Last year I 
did that, so the expectations this year are still the same,” Robertson said. 
“Mentally, it’s a thing where you’ve got to perform well and put in the 
work. The biggest thing is not getting complacent when you get to this 
level. I have a great support staff, great leadership group and (play on) 
one of the best in the NHL (with Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski). 

“It’s a great situation I’m in. Right now, I’m still growing and still learning. I 
have high expectations to compete and do all of the right things and 
produce offence for this team. That’s why they pay me. Last year, I never 
set a goal to accomplish and this year, I’ll do the same. I am trying to 
score as many goals as possible, but I’m not looking at a number and 
trying to achieve it. That’s not my personality.” 

As for the negotiation process and being apart from his teammates at a 
time when plenty of bonding occurs and the foundation is set for the 
season ahead, Robertson did his best to keep an even keel. 

“Your agent is there to take care of you and my agent was. He’s been 
there and has dealt with this sort of situation, so I trusted that something 
was going to get done,” Robertson said. “We kept an open line of 
communication between us two and I was happy to get it done.” 
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Robertson brings a lot to the table in addition to being one of the most 
prolific goal scorers in the NHL after recording 41 goals last season. 

“Just the intelligence and the IQ of his game,” DeBoer said. “I didn’t know 
him well as a player. Obviously, you see the numbers on a stat line and 
they’re impressive, but when you’re around him every day, you see how 
he creates the offence he creates. He’s finding different ways other than 
just his skill or his head to create offence.” 

Now in his 17th NHL season, Pavelski knows a thing or two about 
playing with highly skilled players during his career and he’s seen plenty 
of growth from his frequent linemate. 

“The big thing is the high consistent base where his compete has been 
and that seems to get better and better,” Pavelski said. “He’s learned to 
win battles and he’s a super smart player. He knows the game well and 
knows what’s going on throughout the night and he’s got a great skill set 
on him. A sneaky, high-end skillset.” 

Pavelski doesn’t recall a particular moment where Robertson’s game 
started to take off into a different stratosphere, just a steady progression. 

“It’s been building for two-and-a-half years now,” Pavelski said. “Once he 
got that little bit of confidence going for what he can do, he’s never really 
looked back.” 

THUMBS DOWN TO ANOTHER DELAY 

News that the next World Cup of Hockey would be delayed until 2025 
was met by a collective shrug of the shoulders for plenty of observers, 
but you can count me among those who view this as a serious 
disappointment. 

No, the World Cup of Hockey isn’t at the same level as the Olympics 
when NHLers are involved but as someone who watched the Canada 
Cup with great interest in my youth, this opportunity for best-on-best 
hockey between countries is a tool that could be imperative to growing 
the game. 

The chance to see Mario Lemieux skating on a line with Wayne Gretzky 
in 1987 for that series-clinching goal against Russia at Copps Coliseum 
helped enhance my passion for hockey. Fans of the sport have been 
robbed of the opportunity to see guys like Sidney Crosby, Nathan 
MacKinnon and Connor McDavid potentially play together for Team 
Canada. 

You could say the same thing about a number of NHL stars from a 
variety of countries. 

When the last World Cup of Hockey was held in 2016, Team North 
America generated plenty of buzz with their young stars and up-tempo 
game. 

Of course, the situation regarding Russia being at war with Ukraine is a 
complex one and was a big factor in the decision to postpone. 

But if Canada and the United States can come together to put its best 
players under the age of 23 together for a multiple-week event, there’s 
got to be a way to not only make it work but to make this a priority for the 
NHL and the NHLPA. 

Several other countries have emerged on the world stage in recent 
years, so adding a country like Denmark to the field would certainly make 
some sense as a starting point. 

As mentioned earlier, the World Cup of Hockey probably won’t ever fully 
replace the Olympics when it comes to must-see TV, but it could be a 
valuable tool when it comes to showcasing the stars of the game and the 
game itself. That’s something the entire NHL needs as the world 
continues to push forward after the pandemic. 

Going nearly a decade between showcase events before getting onto a 
regular international schedule isn’t an optimal way to get that 
accomplished. 

The sooner that gets taken care of, the better. 

With Jack Eichel making his second trip back to Buffalo since the trade 
that sent him to the Vegas Golden Knights, it was impossible not to 
notice the impact the former Sabres centre made by notching a natural 
hat trick. 

Colleague Luke Fox took care of that story in point No. 2 of Saturday’s 
Quick Shifts column, but what caught my attention was Eichel's honesty 
towards the post-game comments he made in that first visit when he said 
it was the loudest he’d heard the building in seven years. 

Prior to the game this week, Eichel was asked about those comments 
and he provided some valuable perspective on why he might have been 
emotional after hearing the booing from the Sabres fan base. 

“I know what to expect this year,” Eichel told reporters. “(Sabres fans) 
were great to me while I was here. The only thing I would say is that I 
was maybe a little bit surprised and I don’t know why, I probably 
shouldn’t have been last year. Maybe a little bit surprised by the 
reception. 

“I’m just like anyone else. I’m a human being and it was emotional for me 
like it probably was for them. Maybe I was a little bit hurt and that’s 
probably why I said the things that I said. But listen, that’s all in the past 
now. I’m not going to sit here and say ‘I wish I didn’t say it.’ I just don’t 
think there’s enough time for that. What happened happened. It’s in the 
past and I’m trying to just focus on the present.” 

Good for Eichel to admit he was hurt by the response and not provide an 
answer littered with cliches. 

ROLLING, ROLLING, ROLLING 

The New Jersey Devils own the longest winning streak in the NHL, 
having captured nine consecutive games to rise to the top of the 
Metropolitan Division with an impressive record of 12-3. 

It’s the first nine-game streak for the Devils since the 2007-08 season. 

Of course, the big question is whether the Devils can maintain this pace, 
which could be even more challenging with their top free agent signing 
Ondrej Palat out indefinitely after undergoing groin surgery. 

Palat, who has three goals in six games, is expected to play a valuable 
role in the mentorship department along with being a productive player 
once he returns. 

Speaking of shrewd acquisitions, the Devils' trade for goalie Vitek 
Vanecek from the Washington Capitals — and subsequent three-year 
deal worth $10.2 million — is also looking good right now. 

With Mackenzie Blackwood off to a mediocre start before he was 
sidelined with an injury, Vanacek has picked up the slack and been solid 
between the pipes, posting a record of 6-1-0 with a 2.33 goals-against 
average and .909 save percentage. 

While much of the talk around the Devils focuses on the skilled forward 
group, it should also be noted that they’ve got a defence corps that is 
much improved, thanks in part to three separate trades that brought in 
John Marino from the Pittsburgh Penguins, Ryan Graves from the 
Colorado Avalanche and Jonas Siegenthaler from the Capitals. 

Those moves augmented the Devils going out and getting Dougie 
Hamilton in free agency during the summer of 2021. 

RAPID FIRE 

• Those sounds you heard were the collective sighs and deep breaths of 
three teams that snapped lengthy losing skids this week. The St. Louis 
Blues were able to snap their eight-game streak with a victory over the 
San Jose Sharks and then followed that up with a win over the Vegas 
Golden Knights, while the Pittsburgh Penguins and Calgary Flames both 
brought seven-game slumps to a close with wins over the Washington 
Capitals and Winnipeg Jets respectively. 

• After a sluggish stretch, the New York Islanders are making noise, 
winning eight of 10 games to rocket up the standings to second spot in 
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the Metropolitan Division. Brock Nelson is leading the offensive charge 
with eight goals and 17 points, while fellow pivot Mathew Barzal has put 
together one of the more interesting stat lines to start the season with no 
goals and 16 assists. Barzal is known as a great passer, but he’s also 
generating plenty of looks with 42 shots on goal. You’d have to think it 
won’t be long before he finds the back of the net. 

• Former Philadelphia Flyers captain Claude Giroux had a homecoming 
of his own this week and he also made his presence felt, chipping in 
three assists as the Ottawa Senators earned a 4-1 victory. Giroux has 
provided a nice boost for the Senators to go along with his leadership, 
producing seven goals and 15 points in 14 games since signing a three-
year deal worth $19.5 million ($6.5 million) as an unrestricted free agent. 
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TSN.CA / Ruzicka stars, Tanev returns as Flames end streak 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Forward Adam Ruzicka stood confidently, almost defiantly, in front of 
reporters on Saturday night after his team snapped their seven-game 
losing streak with a 3-2 win over the Winnipeg Jets.  

Ruzicka, thrust onto the top line to play with Elias Lindholm and Tyler 
Toffoli because of an injury to Jonathan Huberdeau, was coming off a 
one-goal, two-point evening. Already the target of fans and pundits’ 
attention for not producing in that role when first given the opportunity, 
which included clamouring for the recall of prospects Matthew Phillips 
and Connor Zary, or a veteran like Andrew Mangiapane to have that 
chance on the top line, the big centre summed up his efforts. 

“Easy to play with those guys,” he said. “Just (need) to do my job, work 
hard and, obviously, the points are going to come.” 

Just two weeks earlier, head coach Darryl Sutter used the media to 
deliver a message to Ruzicka. The boss was asked what the 23-year-old 
needed to do to stay in the lineup. 

“Some energy, some emotion, some possession, some zone time, some 
shot volume, some faceoff wins, some contact,” Sutter said.  

“What else?” 

Filling in for Huberdeau, whose status remains unclear, Ruzicka has 
checked those boxes. Perhaps as important, he’s gotten a huge 
endorsement from one of his linemates. 

“I like that (Lindholm) likes who he’s playing with,” Sutter said. “He’s our 
best forward and we shouldn’t be experimenting with him.” 

“He has a lot of skill, big body,” Lindholm said. “Tonight, he played a real 
good game and hopefully he can build off that. That’s the Adam we 
expect.”  

Jacob Markstrom was stellar versus the Jets, keeping the Flames in the 
game when Winnipeg had control. He also made an incredible, old-
school, windmill save that galvanized his teammates. 

“That was pretty cool,” Chris Tanev said. “The stack the pads, that’s old-
school Ron Hextall, maybe? I don’t know, definitely in those days. A huge 
save for us, and he made those all night.” 

Markstrom ended the evening with 21 saves on 23 shots. 

Tanev’s return was also a huge boost to the Flames. Often called the 
team’s security blanket, he had missed the past five games because of 
injury. With veteran Michael Stone on injured reserve, Calgary had to 

dress a pairing of AHLers Dennis Gilbert and Nick DeSimone. Sutter 
appreciated their efforts, but with Tanev healthy, both were scratched. 
Tanev was a key part of a very successful penalty kill that was a perfect 
three for three, including a long five-on-three kill where they essentially 
did not allow the Jets to get set up. 

“We definitely played the right way,” Tanev said. “Just how hard we 
played, made hard plays, won battles, kept their guys to the outside. And 
when they had shots, Marky made the save.” 

Much has been written and said about Calgary’s schedule. Eight of their 
first nine games were at home, with the lone road game being up the 
highway in Edmonton. Including training camp, the team basically stayed 
in the province of Alberta from mid-September through the beginning of 
November, save for one-off trips during the preseason. Sutter again 
brought up the scheduling, saying his team had gotten too comfortable at 
the Saddledome. 

“The reason that we hadn’t won lately was we got soft at home,” he said.  

“There were three games in a row where we had a lot of soft players. So 
you have to work your way out of it.” 

Calgary, now 6-6-2, will play at home on Monday before a two-week road 
trip through Florida, Pennsylvania, Washington, and Carolina. 
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