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NHL owner Tom Dundon sued for at least $184 million over football league’s demise 

By Daniel Kaplan  
The U.S. Trustee overseeing the bankruptcy of the Alliance 
for American Football on Monday sued the defunct minor 
league’s former owner Tom Dundon, who also owns the 
NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes, for at least $184 million, alleging 
Dundon tanked the startup when there were financial 
alternatives. 
In an apparent countermove, Dundon in the same 
bankruptcy court also on Monday sued the AAF’s founder, 
Charlie Ebersol, for $70 million, the amount Dundon put into 
the league between February and April 2019 before he threw 
the startup into Chapter 7 bankruptcy proceedings. In his 
complaint, Dundon alleges that Ebersol, the son of legendary 
sports TV producer Dick Ebersol, misled him about the 
financial state of the AAF. 
“It is our belief that the complaint against Mr. Ebersol was 
filed for the purposes of wrongfully deflecting attention and 
blame away from the lawsuit filed today by the United States 
Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee against Thomas Dundon and 
(his partner) John Zutter for causing damage to the AAF and 
to all those that were vested in its success,” Ebersol lawyer 
Michael Saltz wrote in an email. “The reason why the 
Bankruptcy Trustee is suing Thomas Dundon, and not 
Charlie Ebersol, for the demise of the AAF is spelled out in 
the Trustee’s Complaint in extensive detail, and which 
otherwise appears to be supported by substantial evidence 
against Mr. Dundon.” 
Dundon’s lawyer did not reply to an inquiry seeking 
comment. 
The AAF is long passed, with one new minor football league, 
the XFL, already having come and gone since. A new 
version of the XFL is set to launch in February, and the 
USFL played its first season this year and is scheduled to 
kick off its second in April. 
But in the story laid out in the complaint by the trustee, 
Randolph Osherow, the AAF would have been around for a 
long time had Dundon not torpedoed the league. 
“Dundon and his associates dealt on their reputation and the 
league’s trust, which they induced, luring the league into 
ceding ownership and control, believing Dundon, as Dundon 
repeatedly told the league and the press, was committed to 
the League for ‘years to come,'” the trustee’s complaint 
reads. “Dundon’s ‘years to come’ lasted only 46 days. 
Instead of the $250 million financing commitment Dundon 
had promised, Dundon and his entities used the control they 
garnered to force the league to liquidate after investing less 
than $70 million and shut down with just two weeks 
remaining in the regular season.” 
The lawsuit proceeds as a normal civil suit, just within the 
scope of the West Texas bankruptcy court, which tries the 
litigation. 
The trustee’s complaint reveals several details that have not 
been made public previously. Perhaps the most striking: The 
NFL had agreed to proceed with a business partnership with 

the AAF in exchange for warrants worth 15 percent of the 
startup league. 
The complaint reads that on “January 30, 2019, the NFL and 
the AAF finalized a binding term sheet under which the AAF 
would spin out its technology development and products over 
time to a technology company that would provide the NFL 
access to those products and under which ESMG would 
issue warrants for an NFL subsidiary to acquire a 15 percent 
stake in ESMG.” (ESMG is Ebersol Sports Media Group, the 
original owner of the AAF.) 
The NFL shuttered its last development league, NFL Europe, 
in 2007. An NFL spokesman said via email that he would 
look into the claim. 
Founded in 2018, the AAF reached a financing deal with 
former Minnesota Vikings limited partner Reggie Fowler to 
provide up to $200 million. Fowler in early 2019 began 
balking at making the payments. In April 2019, he was 
indicted on wire and bank fraud charges, and he pleaded 
guilty earlier this year. 
The funding gap forced Ebersol to miss the first week of 
player payments, about $5 million, in early February 2019. At 
the time, Ebersol blamed the payment absence on back-end 
processing issues, but in reality he was feverishly trying to 
raise capital. 
Differing versions of what happened after Fowler left the 
scene emerge in the Dundon and Osherow complaints. 
According to the trustee, Ebersol had plenty of interest from 
investors and chose Dundon because he offered $250 
million and not just short-term funding. “AAF had received 
significant and genuine interest from a number of potential 
investors, including, but not limited to, Alex Muse, Peter 
Levine, and the billionaire fund, Andreessen Horowitz,” the 
complaint said. “Furthermore, institutional investment banks, 
such as JP Morgan, had expressed interest in financing the 
AAF through their sports advisory division.” 
In late March 2019, when Dundon was preparing to shut the 
league down, “Jeff Moorad, Ari Emanuel and Mark Shapiro 
were among those interested in purchasing Dundon’s 
position,” the trustee’s complaint said. “In addition, Jonathan 
Kraft of the New England Patriots coordinated calls with 
prospective buyers to enlighten them that, despite Dundon’s 
efforts to undermine the league, the league was well-
positioned for success.” Moorad is the former minority owner 
of the Arizona Diamondbacks and San Diego Padres; 
Emanuel and Shapiro are top executives with Endeavor. 
According to Dundon’s complaint, however, he invested 
based on false pretenses, and he said Ebersol induced him 
with falsehoods about the state of the league. 
“In the end, DCP learned Ebersol had not been truthful,” the 
lawsuit reads (DCP is Dundon Capital Partners). “He made 
multiple false representations to DCP and failed to disclose 
important information that would have caused DCP not to 
invest in the AAF. More importantly, Ebersol knew DCP 
would not have invested if Ebersol had been honest about 
the AAF’s actual financial condition.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 15, 2022 

 

Left fully unanswered in the Osherow complaint is if other 
investors were willing to step in — and the trustee’s 
complaint also alleges that franchise owners were ready to 
buy — why would Dundon not just sell? 
The complaint suggests it was for tax reasons. 
“Contemporaneous with Dundon’s initial funding to the AAF, 
Dundon began looking at the tax attributes (losses) of the 
AAF enterprise and began exploring potential ways he or his 
companies could capitalize on those losses,” the complaint 
read. “Dundon engaged PriceWaterhouse Coopers LLP to 
assist in those efforts, calling them, in part, ‘Project 
Football.'” 
Most of the AAF bankruptcy, filed in April 2019, is settled. 
Only a few million dollars were in the estate, and after years 

of back and forth, the court agreed to distribute most of it to 
the players while allowing the trustee to pursue a case 
against Dundon. That case and Dundon’s counterclaim 
against Ebersol are all that remain. 
One interesting note in the trustee’s complaint: NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell allegedly helped persuade 
Dundon to buy the AAF. 
“On or about February 17, 2019, Ebersol arranged for 
Dundon to speak with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell 
about the AAF,” the complaint reads. “On information and 
belief, Goodell reinforced to Dundon that the AAF was a 
viable business and that all key metrics were going in the 
right direction.”
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Recap: Kochetkov Records First NHL Shutout in Chicago

By Walt Ruff 
CHICAGO, IL. - Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov earned his first 
career NHL shutout Monday, backstopping the Carolina 
Hurricanes to a 3-0 win over the Chicago Blackhawks.  

The Story 

The Canes were in complete control of the contest from the 
opening puck drop through the final horn, starting largely 
thanks to their netminder. Carolina found themselves 
shorthanded inside of the first five minutes, but Kochetkov 
came up with a pair of timely stops to deny Chicago any 
early momentum. 
It was the beginning of what would become a 60-minute 
groove for the rookie netminder, who showcased strong 
fundamental work as well as flash and flare to make stops. 
 After Rod Brind'Amour's squad killed off the two first period 
penalties, his team then got the scoring started just before 
the midway mark of the frame. A Brent Burns shot from the 
point was redirected in the slot by Jordan Martinook, beating 
Petr Mrazek to give the Hurricanes the first goal of the night. 
The marker was the first of two for the line of Martinook, 
Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast in the first period alone. 
Just minutes after #48 recorded his third of the season, the 
Captain sniped one over the shoulder of his former 
teammate to give Carolina some insurance. 
The third goal in as many contests for Staal would have been 
more than enough offense needed on the night, but in the 
second period Fast made a tremendous play to set up Andrei 
Svechnikov. Blackhawks defender Caleb Jones was behind 
his own net and plotting a breakout pass, but his eventual 
attempt was knocked down by Carolina's #71, leaving a puck 
right in the lap of an unmarked Svechnikov. 
Carolina's dynamic winger didn't miss from the slot and 
earned his 12th of the year thanks to Fast. 
 From there on it was the Kochetkov show, turning away all 
remaining attempts from the home side to earn the milestone 
victory. He became the first goalie in Canes franchise history 

to post a shutout in his first five games and just the 12th 
goalie in NHL history to start 5-0-0. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment on the victory... 
"We needed a win. I thought we had a good start, I thought 
we were going pretty well and then we took a few penalties. 
That got us on our heels, but Pyotr made a lot of great saves 
tonight. He really kept us, I don't want to say in the game, but 
we didn't have to panic. He kept them off the scoresheet. 
Really huge performance by him." 
Jordan Staal immediately post-game on the importance of 
tonight's victory following Saturday's defeat in Denver... 
"We needed to get our game back on track. Everyone did a 
good job contributing tonight. Koochie was definitely our star 
for sure, but it was a good team game. I thought we 
controlled most of it and found a way to get two points." 
Andrei Svechnikov offering thoughts on his fellow 
countryman's first career shutout... 
"He's just so focused on game days. He's dialed in on every 
moment and trying to enjoy it. He's got sound skill and he's 
going to be good here for a long time, for sure.  

Bonus Notes 

 Defenseman Maxime Lajoie made his season debut 
with the team in the win after being recalled Sunday 
night from Chicago. Calvin de Haan and Dylan 
Coghlan were healthy scratches. 

 With an assist on both of the first two goals, Brent 
Burns etched his second multi-point game as a 
member of the club. 

 The Canes move to 10-5-1 with the victory. 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to travel back to Raleigh post-game. 
Tuesday is set to be a practice day at Invisalign Arena. 
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Kochetkov, Hurricanes blank Blackhawks 
By Bruce Miles 

CHICAGO -- Pyotr Kochetkov made 27 saves for his first 
NHL shutout, and the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the 
Chicago Blackhawks 3-0 at United Center on Monday. 
Kochetkov was making his second start this season and 
fourth in the NHL. 
"Pyotr made a lot of great saves tonight," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "He really kept us, I don't want to say 
in the game. We didn't have to panic. A real huge 
performance by him. He was dialed in. They had a lot of 
good looks. You can kind of tell with a goalie, he was already 
there, even with a couple of backdoor plays. He was solid. 
You've got to give him a lot of credit. I don't think we were 
great after the first little while, but we were good enough, and 
he was great." 
Jordan Staal and Jordan Martinook each had a goal and an 
assist, and Brent Burns had two assists for the Hurricanes 
(10-5-1), who had lost three of four. 
Petr Mrazek made 29 saves for the Blackhawks (6-6-3). 
"It's frustrating because I thought we played OK in the first, 
and we're getting used to a team that pressures like that," 
Chicago coach Luke Richardson said. "We haven't really had 
that lately. We have to get accustomed to that. We have 'D' 
playing more minutes now than maybe they're used to 
playing, and they're put under the gun even more against a 
good skating, strong team. I thought we weathered that 
storm pretty good in the first period and played OK." 

The Blackhawks, who went 0-for-4 on the power play, were 
shut out for the second time in four games. 

"I think we just need to maybe stick with our process and 
keep improving on that and not worry about the results," 
Chicago captain Jonathan Toews said. "When they come, 
they come in bunches. You can't force it. I think we're making 

good plays and getting chances, and we're just relaxing with 
the puck and playing hard without it and giving each other 
options and things just kind of develop, but when they go in, 
we tend to focus a little bit too much on the fact that we're 
not producing and not getting the results. We've just got to 
stick with it. There's a lot of good there." 
Martinook gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 9:45 of the first period 
when he redirected Burns' shot from the right point. 
Staal made it 2-0 at 16:49, receiving a return pass from 
Burns and scoring with a wrist shot short side over the glove 
of Mrazek from the right circle 
"'Burnsie's' obviously a shooter, but I gave him such a bad 
pass that he couldn't shoot it, so he gave it back to me 
reluctantly," Staal said. "I got a little opening there, and 
obviously a seeing-eye (shot) with [Jesper Fast] doing a 
great job screening, and fortunate enough to get in." 
Andrei Svechnikov extended the lead to 3-0 at 14:07 of the 
second period, scoring five-hole from the right circle after 
Fast knocked down a clearing attempt from Blackhawks 
defenseman Caleb Jones. 
Svechnikov has scored 12 goals this season, which is third in 
the NHL behind Bo Horvat of the Vancouver Canucks (13) 
and Connor McDavid of the Edmonton Oilers (15).  
"Actually, I shot before that and I shot five-hole," Svechnikov 
said. "[Maybe] I was able to get in [Mrazek's] head that I'm 
not going to shoot there. The puck just came out. I shot five-
hole, so it was nice." 
Kochetkov preserved the shutout by making eight saves in 
the third period. 
"Oh, it's huge," Svechnikov said. "I think he's going to be a 
star in this league for a long time, especially for our team. 
Obviously, [the shutout is] nice, and it gets his confidence 
even bigger. He's a great goalie, for sure." 
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Rookie Kochetkov gets 1st shutout, Canes beat Blackhawks 3-0 

By Matt Carlson 

CHICAGO (AP) — Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov made 27 saves 
for his first career shutout, and the Carolina Hurricanes beat 
the Chicago Blackhawks 3-0 on Monday night. 
Jordan Martinook and Jordan Staal each had a goal and an 
assist for Carolina (10-5-1). Andrei Svechnikov scored his 
team-leading 12th goal, and Brent Burns had two assists. 
Kochetkov wasn’t heavily tested throughout the game, but 
made some timely close-in stops in his second start this 
season and fifth game of his career. Chicago had its best 
chances in the third period as Kochetkov seemed to get even 
sharper. 
“He was dialed in,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“They had a lot of good looks. He was solid.” 
The 23-year-old Kochetkov is the first goalie in 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers franchise history to win his first 
five regular-season games. The 6-foot-3 native of Penza, 
Russia, made two starts last season. 
Kochetkov speaks virtually no English and wasn’t available 
to reporters. Russian teammate Svechnikov talked up his 
countryman. 
“I think he’s going to be a star in this league for a long time, 
especially for our team,” Svechnikov said. “He’s going to get 
his confidence even more, even bigger and he’s a great 
goalie for sure. 
“I feel like he’s just so focused on the game days and he’s 
just dialed in every moment.” 
Kochetkov was recalled from the minors last week after 
Frederik Andersen was placed on injured reserve with a 
lower-body injury. He stopped 20 of 22 shots in a 7-2 win 
over Edmonton on Thursday in his season debut. 
“We just kind of lucked out as far as having to play him,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We had injuries ... . That’s the classic tale 
of kind of taking advantage of your opportunity and he’s done 
that. 

“I don’t know where this can go, but we love the kid.” 
Chicago’s Petr Mrazek blocked 29 shots as the Blackhawks 
(6-6-1) were blanked for the third time this season. 
“I think tonight we created some pretty good chances on the 
power play,” Chicago coach Luke Richardson said, 
“especially on that little bit in the second period, but mostly in 
the third period we had some real good O-zone chances.” 
The Hurricanes dominated the first period, outshooting the 
Blackhawks 14-8 and taking a 2-0 lead. 
Martinook opened the scoring at 9:45 on a midair deflection 
of Burns’ high shot from the point. It appeared Martinook’s 
stick might have been above his shoulder, but the goal 
stood. 
Staal made it 2-0 with 3:11 left in the period, beating Mrazek 
over the glove on the short side with a screened shot from 
the right circle. 
Kochetkov made a sprawling stop on Max Domi from the 
edge of the crease during a Chicago power play early in the 
second. He made a point-blank save on Reese Johnson 
midway through the period. 
Svechnikov boosted Carolina’s lead to 3-0 with 5:53 left in 
the second after a turnover. 
WORTH NOTING 
Kochetkov also was forced into action in last season’s 
playoffs, going 1-2 in four games, three in relief. ... Mrazek 
dropped to 1-1 against Carolina, a team he played with for 
three seasons. ... Chicago F Jason Dickinson missed his 
second game with an undisclosed illness. Coach Luke 
Richardson said Dickinson has lost a lot of weight. ... 
Blackhawks F Tyler Johnson (ankle) has resumed practicing. 
... Carolina D Maxime Lajoie, recalled from the AHL on 
Sunday, played his first game with the Hurricanes this 
season. 
UP NEXT 
Hurricanes: Host Colorado on Thursday 
Blackhawks: Host St. Louis on Wednesday. 
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Raise Up: 8 fun facts about the Carolina Hurricanes 2022 season 

By Anna Beth Adcock 

Take warning! Not only are The Carolina Hurricanes 
currently ranked third in the NHL’s Metropolitan Division—
but, in rankings you probs didn’t know, the Canes round out 
the top 10 for National Hockey League’s list of teams who 
will travel the most this season.  
Our beloved Bunch of Jerks are slated to cover ~53,783.3 
miles over the course of this season—adding up to a total of 
about 2.16 times around the globe! As you cheer on 
Raleigh’s home hockey team (the next home game is Nov. 
17 against Colorado!), see how the Canes are stacking up. 
#LetsGoCanes! 
More BTN Fun Facts 

 The average distance the Carolina Hurricanes 
travel for an away game is 655.89, compared to the 
average around the NHL—49,448.97 miles.  

 The Canes are the only team in the Metropolitan 
Division who ranked in the top 10. 

 The Edmonton Oilers travel the most (63,0965 
miles) and The Philadelphia Flyers travel the least 
(40,410.70 miles). 

 The Pacific Division takes the title of the most 
traveled division, with 7 teams in the top 10.  

 Right wing player Martin Necas leads the team for 
most points scored, with 19 points so far this 
season. 

 Defenseman Jordan Martinook has spent the most 
time in the penalty box among his teammates (for 
12 minutes total to date).  

 So far, left wing Andrei Svechnikov has scored the 
most goals (11 to be exact) out of his fellow Bunch 
of Jerks. 

 Canadian hockey player Jordan Staal has been the 
team captain for the Canes since the 2019-2020 
season. 
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Hurricanes’ Necas Extension Looking Like Steal of a Deal 

By Brandon Stanley 

While getting off to a decent 9-5-1 start, there have been a 
handful of concerning trends popping up for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. The team has struggled with most of the high-
end teams they’ve faced so far, and both special teams units 
have performed poorly. On top of that, injuries are starting to 
mount, with starting goaltender Frederik Andersen and first-
line forward Teuvo Teravainen recently joining Max 
Pacioretty among the injured ‘Canes. Furthermore, the 
offense has been highly inconsistent, averaging 2.25 goals 
per game over the last four… which doesn’t seem that bad 
until you realize that’s nine goals, and seven of those came 
in one game. Incidentally, that was the only game the team 
won in the stretch. 
 
However, today isn’t a day to tackle those negative 
narratives; instead, we’re going to look at the brightest star 
from the Hurricanes’ opening five weeks: forward Martin 
Necas. After the roughest year of his (short, in fairness) NHL 
career, the 23-year-old winger is looking like a man with 
something to prove early in 2022-23. Currently leading the 
team – and tied for 10th in the NHL as of Sunday afternoon – 
with 19 points in 15 games, he looks well on his way to a 
career year. Things are obviously early and can change in a 
hurry, but it’s looking like the Hurricanes got one heck of a 
deal when they gave him a two-year “bridge” contract 
extension in August. 

Necas Becoming A Star on a Cheap Contract 

It shouldn’t be understated how important team-friendly deals 
can be on a team that spends to the salary cap, especially 
when that team is trying to compete for a Stanley Cup. The 
logic is obviously pretty simple: less money to players who 
then outperform their dollar figure allows that capital to be 
spent elsewhere. It’s comparable to when a player on an 
entry-level deal makes a big impact, which we’ve seen in the 
past with players like Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis. 
Now, the Hurricanes have work to do in that latter area with a 
plethora of underperforming veteran players they need 
substantially more from in order to reach their ceiling. If and 
when those players do find their games in this still-early 
season though, Necas’ breakout campaign will be that much 
more beneficial. 
While it wasn’t that long ago that Necas looked like a rising 
star and building block for the Hurricanes, last season 
presented a lot more questions than answers. In a contract 
year, many were looking to the speedy Czech playmaker to 
take a big step and prove himself worthy of a long-term deal. 
Perhaps that ends up being a bit of luck for the Hurricanes 

after all; getting the kind of production they have thus far 
from a player at just $2.5 million this season and $3.5 million 
in 2023-24 is a huge benefit, and allowed the front office to 
go after veterans like Paul Stastny, Brent Burns, and 
Pacioretty. The latter two have hefty cap hits, and it’s highly 
plausible that one or both of them wouldn’t be on the roster 
right now if not for the savings on Necas. 
Considering Necas will be just 25 years old when the 
contract expires, there’s still plenty of time for him to make a 
pretty penny in his NHL career. If he continues at even a 
relatively similar pace to the bar he’s set early in the 2022-23 
season, it’s safe to say a substantial raise will be in the cards 
when the summer of 2024 arrives, and negotiations 
commence once more. Furthermore, it’s also to the 
Hurricanes’ benefit as he’ll still be a restricted free agent 
(RFA) at that time, meaning they’ll have a good shot to lock 
him down long-term if he continues to prove himself to be a 
star in the NHL. Sounds like a win-win to me. 

Necas a Prime Example of the Importance of Confidence in 
Hockey 

It’s always been obvious that Necas had the game-breaking 
speed and puck skills to be a dominant offensive player in 
the NHL. After the struggles of yesteryear, the start he has 
had this fall is a clear example of how important confidence 
is in the game of hockey. He didn’t have it last season, to put 
it bluntly, as he deferred far too often and overthought simple 
plays. He just didn’t seem to have the confidence to patiently 
break down the defense, hold onto the puck and create 
magic out of nothing. Now he’s back to being what the 
Hurricanes always felt he could be: a dynamic presence that 
drives the play and is a threat every time he’s on the ice. He 
is getting the results of a superstar in large part because he’s 
beginning to believe in his ability to make those sorts of plays 
again. 
Although it may sound simple spelled out like this, the mental 
side of hockey is just as important as the physical one, and 
can really wreak havoc on a player’s game when lost. Necas’ 
running mate this season, Svechnikov, had a pretty similar 
dip himself, back in his third season in the NHL. A lot of calls 
didn’t go his way which seemed to kickstart his struggles, 
compounded by some truly awful puck luck. He got into a rut 
he simply wasn’t able to overcome – although perhaps it 
wasn’t to the point where some fans soured on him, as was 
the case with Necas last season. Good ol’ adversity, one of 
the biggest mountains a young player has to climb to make it 
in the NHL. 
With added strength and maturity, Svechnikov, too, has 
turned into an absolute force, capable of taking over a game 
at any given moment. The two linemates could form one of 
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the deadliest second lines in hockey for a long time – or, 
even, bump up alongside superstar center Sebastian Aho at 
some point, forming what could potentially be the most 
electric first line the franchise has ever seen – with all three 
players drafted and developed by the organization, too, 
which makes it all the more exciting. 
Big-time players can make things happen when their team 
needs it the most. After multiple late-game snipes and 

beautiful assists in crunch time this season, it’s becoming 
obvious that Necas wants to be that guy now, desperate for 
the puck on his stick when the game is on the line. The 
lightbulb has come on, and the Hurricanes are awfully lucky 
to have a player of this caliber on such a team-friendly 
contract. If he can stay consistent throughout the season, his 
actual play may warrant triple that cap hit, and it’s going to 
raise the bar for this team in a big way. 
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Popular ex-Blackhawks defenseman Calvin de Haan adjusting to smaller role on Hurricanes 

By Ben Pope 

De Haan, 31, struggled to find a new team after the Hawks 
let him walk as a free agent this past summer. He eventually 
signed a contract with the Hurricanes, but he was a healthy 
scratch Monday for his homecoming game in Chicago. 

By  Ben Pope  
Back in March, Calvin de Haan was pleasantly surprised he 
wasn’t dealt by the Blackhawks at the trade deadline. 

In retrospect, however, he somewhat wishes he had been. 
Instead of toiling away on the down-and-out Hawks at the 
end of last season, the additional exposure provided by 
contributing to a contender down the stretch likely would’ve 
helped the 31-year-old defenseman earn a new contract 
more easily as an unrestricted free agent this past summer. 
It worked out well enough in the end — he parlayed a 
training-camp tryout with the Hurricanes into a one-year, 
$850,000 deal — but he didn’t receive the interest he 
anticipated for a while. 
“It probably would’ve been beneficial for me to get moved at 
the deadline, to get some playoff hockey in,” de Haan said 
Monday. “I was on an expiring contract. That’s the general 
rule of thumb for that stuff. But sometimes it takes two teams 
to tango. Maybe nobody wanted me. Maybe a lot of teams 
did, and the Hawks didn’t know what to do. That’s a question 
for their management. 
“A lot of the [other defensemen] who were UFAs either 
played in the playoffs or re-signed with the teams they were 
familiar with. I don’t blame other teams for re-signing guys 
they were familiar with. . . . But after seeing some of the 
deals that those guys got, it would’ve been nice to be in a 
similar position.” 
De Haan insists he still enjoyed his time in Chicago — 
making 142 appearances over three seasons — even though 
it was a “weird few years” with little team success. 

In every interview, he was a fervent optimist the Hawks 
would soon put things together, but they simply never did. De 
Haan still managed to win over plenty of fans with his quick-
witted personality, frequent activity on social media, love of 
beer and devotion to blocking shots. The fact he played 
much of the 2021 season with a fractured tibia will never 
cease to be remarkable. 
“I’ll cherish all my moments as a Hawk,” he said. “We had a 
good three seasons here. The city is awesome, and I hope 
I’m welcomed back with open arms one day.” 
Now de Haan is back where he was — in Carolina — before 
landing on the Hawks in 2019. He and the Hurricanes 
“chitchatted” throughout the summer (during which he never 
contemplated retirement), and after veteran Hurricanes 
defenseman Jake Gardiner suffered a setback in his injury 
comeback attempt, de Haan’s services were needed. 
“I was confident I was going to get something at some point,” 
he said. “I have a pretty good pedigree. I’m not going to put 
up a million points, but I try to play the game the right way. 
So I think a number of teams could’ve used me.” 
He’s already accustomed to the city of Raleigh, which he 
appreciates. Adjusting to a much smaller workload on the 
Hurricanes’ stacked roster, however, has been tougher. 
After playing nearly 19 minutes per night over 69 games with 
the Hawks last season, he has averaged only 12:48 of ice 
time and had two points in nine games for the Hurricanes, 
rotating with Dylan Coghlan, Jalen Chatfield and Max Lajoie 
on the third pairing. He was disappointed to be a healthy 
scratch for his homecoming game Monday at the United 
Center. 
“I’ve played a significant role on most teams that I’ve played 
on, and I’m sitting in the back here a little bit,” de Haan said. 
“At the same time, it’s hard to complain about being on a 
team that has Stanley Cup aspirations. They’ve had good 
success the last few years, and to come in here and try to 
earn a spot is tough. I’m just trying to do my best with the ice 
time I’m given.” 
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Hurricanes get right in dominant shutout win over Blackhawks 

By Brian LeBlanc 
Pyotr Kochetkov won the Calder Cup with Chicago’s AHL 
team in June. On Monday at United Center, he showed the 
fans of the city’s NHL club that his performance last season 
at the other end of the Kennedy Expressway was no fluke at 
all. 
Kochetkov turned in his second straight solid performance, 
recording his first NHL shutout and extending his career-
opening winning streak to five games in a masterful 3-0 win 
over the Chicago Blackhawks. 
Unlike in his previous start this season, Kochetkov didn’t 
have much run support this time. Jordan Staal and Jordan 
Martinook continued their torrid run, with Staal scoring in his 
third straight game, and Andrei Svechnikov added the 
insurance goal in the second period. 
The Canes turned the rest over to Kochetkov, and he 
rewarded their trust with a 27-save shutout that was 
significantly tougher than he made it look. 
It’s a safe assumption that the Hurricanes’ offensive prowess 
for much more than a couple of weeks this season will not 
hinge on the performance of the two Jordans on the third 
line. However, while the Hurricanes work to tinker with the 
mix in the top six to get things going in the absence of Teuvo 
Teravainen, Messrs. Staal and Martinook are showing that 
key contributions can often come from unexpected sources. 
What made the night notable for the Canes’ third liners was 
that their goals didn’t come from where you would typically 
expect. Martinook opened the scoring at 9:45 of the first 
period on a tip of a Brent Burns shot at the top of the slot, 
with both his stick and that of Chicago native Jack Drury in 
the vicinity. 
Staal’s goal was even more unexpected, a bullet from the top 
of the near circle with 3:11 left in the first off another Burns 

setup. Jesper Fast provided the screen in front of old friend 
Petr Mrazek, moving out of the way just in time for the puck 
to find the net over Mrazek’s glove. 
Meanwhile, Kochetkov continually got stronger as the game 
got on, pulling out another poke check save on former 
teammate Max Domi in the second period and keeping a 
solid position on shot after Blackhawks shot. Perhaps his 
finest saves came from in tight on Chicago captain Jonathan 
Toews in the first period, keeping the Hurricanes from 
needing to play from behind. 
Stefan Noesen nearly made it 3-0 just before the first 
intermission with a shot that went clean off the crossbar, and 
it took a while but Andrei Svechnikov did give the Hurricanes 
a three-goal with five minutes left in the second period. Fast 
didn’t get an assist on Staal’s goal despite creating the 
condition for the goal, but he did on Svechnikov’s team-
leading 12th, tipping a suicide pass from Caleb Jones behind 
the Chicago net right to the winger who converted a tap-in. 
Martin Necas dinged the post in the third on a shorthanded 
breakaway, which was the closest the Hurricanes came to 
beating Mrazek in the final frame while they played a 
suffocating prevent defense at the other end. Kochetkov had 
one more sterling save up his sleeve, making a toe save to 
shut down a Boris Katchouk backhand bid halfway through 
the period. That was all the Hurricanes needed, squeezing 
the life out of the game for the final ten minutes. 
Paul Stastny grabbed the puck to make sure it found its way 
to Kochetkov at the end of the game, packing it away as the 
Hurricanes lined up to congratulate their still-rookie 
goaltender. The Canes return back to Raleigh with a split of 
the two-game road trip in hand, and a rematch with the 
Colorado Avalanche on tap for Thursday night at PNC 
Arena. 
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Kochetkov records first career NHL shutout, Canes beat Blackhawks 

By Sam Overton 
In their first road win in regulation since Oct. 24, the Carolina 
Hurricanes handed the Chicago Blackhawks a 3-0 loss at 
United Center in Chicago, Illinois Monday, Nov. 14. 

The Hurricanes’ (10-5-1) shutout was led by the endeavors 
of goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, who handled Chicago’s (6-6-
3) 27 shots on goal almost effortlessly. Kochetkov, who was 
recalled from the AHL early last week following goaltender 
Frederick Andersen’s in-practice injury, performed with the 
skill of a seasoned netminder. 
“[Kochetkov] was dialed in,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “They had a lot of good looks, and … he was 
already there. He won a couple of back-door plays, and he 
was solid. Gotta give him a lot of credit — I mean, I don’t 
think this was a 3-0 game. I don’t think we were great after 
the first little while, but we were good enough, and he was 
great.” 
Kochetkov settled into a rhythm early on, stopping 13 shots 
across the first frame. The 23 year old saved slick shots with 
ease, settling far into the crease to keep the Blackhawks 
scoreless for all 60 minutes of regulation. 
Illinois native and center Jack Drury notched his first, albeit 
unofficial, goal of the season to put Carolina on the board. 
Mere miles from his hometown of Winnetka, Illinois, Drury 
and left wing Jordan Martinook raised their sticks to redirect 
the puck after a narrow pass from defenseman Brent Burns. 
The goal ultimately went to Martinook, but Drury’s 
involvement counted for something. 
To sweeten the deal, center Jordan Staal scored his third 
goal in three games late in the first frame to raise Carolina’s 
lead to 2-0. Staal, who was responsible for the Hurricanes’ 

only goal in Colorado on Saturday evening, buried the puck 
behind Chicago goaltender Petr Mrazek’s left shoulder. 
“I think our line has been really consistent these last 10 or so 
games,” Staal said. “It’s always nice to be a part of that, and 
still be effective in our style of play. I like the way our line 
looks.” 
Although Carolina’s power play wasn’t up to snuff for most of 
Monday evening’s match, their penalty kill went above and 
beyond what fans have seen in recent weeks. The 
Hurricanes have allowed 10 goals on 44 power plays on the 
road so far this season, but shut out Chicago’s chances 
thanks to Kochetkov’s prowess. 
Fresh off of scoring his 100th goal and his third career hat 
trick in Raleigh last Thursday night, right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov notched Carolina’s only goal of the second 
frame. Assisted by right wing Jesper Fast, Svechnikov sent a 
bullet past Mrazek after Chicago defenseman Caleb Jones 
attempted to return the puck to the Blackhawks’ offensive 
line. 
The final frame was uneventful, but the damage had been 
done. With no penalties and no additional goals from either 
side, Kochetkov and the rest of the Hurricanes held tightly 
onto their 3-0 lead to add a much-needed road win to their 
record. 
“We needed a win,” Brind’Amour said. “Pyotr made a lot of 
great saves tonight and really kept us — I don’t want to say 
in the game, but … we didn’t have to panic. Kept [Chicago] 
off the scoresheet, obviously. Real huge performance from 
him.”  
The Hurricanes will return to Raleigh on Thursday, Nov. 17 
to take on the Colorado Avalanche once again. Puck drop is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. 
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Avalanche rival Jordan Binnington saves 44 shots in Colorado’s 3-2 
riveting loss to Blues 

 

Bennett Durando 

 

The puck was on Dryden Hunt’s stick. The frame of the goal, 
momentarily, gloriously, was unoccupied. 

Just not long enough. 

St. Louis goalie Jordan Binnington, still public enemy No. 1 in Colorado 
after last season’s second-round playoff series, lunged back in front of 
the net as Hunt tried to get off a shot in the third period of the 
Avalanche’s riveting 3-2 loss Monday night. Josh Leivo’s stick disrupted 
Hunt as he tried to turn and fire. Some 18,000 Ball Arena thought the 
game was tied, but Binnington recovered in time. 

It was one of Binnington’s 44 saves, and ironically the best Avalanche 
opportunity in a frantic third period that ended with a 6-on-3 mad dash 
caused by two Blues penalties in the last two minutes. 

“I felt like our intensity when the game was on the line and our attack 
mentality was probably better than it was at times during the game,” 
Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said. “But at the same time, I thought we 
created lots of chances. Enough chances to win.” 

After Colorado (8-5-1) cleared the net to upgrade from 5-on-3 to 6-on-3 in 
the final minute, Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar missed the net. A 
four-game winning streak came to an end despite the kind of end-to-end 
action that usually favors the Avalanche. 

It was also the kind of onslaught Colorado produced throughout last 
season’s six-game playoff win against St. Louis, a team that is currently 
trying to climb out of the division cellar after a startling eight-game losing 
streak. Now the rival Blues have won three in a row. 

The way this one went down stings a little extra for the Avalanche; 
Binnington is persona non grata in Ball Arena after throwing a water 
bottle at former Colorado forward Nazem Kadri during that series. 

“Their goalie made some saves,” Bednar said. “We missed a few 
opportunities. It is what it is.” 

The Blues benefitted from puck luck on their game-tying and go-ahead 
goals late in the second period. Robert Thomas clanked a shot off the 
crossbar that landed in the crease before sliding in off the skate of 
Avalanche goalie Alexandar Georgiev. Then with 1:01 remaining, 
Brandon Saad flung a centering pass that bounced off Makar’s stick and 
over Georgiev’s left skate at the near post. It leaked an inch across the 
goal line. 

“It’s hockey,” Makar said. “You can’t have every bounce. Unfortunately 
they got the lucky one tonight, and hopefully we get it back at some 
point.” 

To top things off, the period ended disastrously with a questionable 
interference penalty called on Mikko Rantanen with 1.4 seconds left. The 
Blues capitalized 13 seconds into the third for a 3-1 lead. 

“I didn’t love it,” Bednar said. “I think that pick happens a lot. The guy 
gets taken out of the play because he runs into (Avalanche center J.T. 
Compher), who’s falling. I don’t think it was necessarily Mikko 
interference. … It happens all the time.” 

The Avs couldn’t quite recover from that in a tight battle in which it felt 
like recent over-reliance on star players finally caught up with them. 

Rantanen and MacKinnon have combined for 30 points in the last six 
games. During that stretch, they accounted for 43.5% of the Avalanche’s 
individual points, and at least one of them has scored or assisted on 20 
of 26 goals (76.9%). 

The reason Hunt was on the ice so much in the third was a demotion to 
second-line left wing Alex Newhook, whose ice time declined 
dramatically. Bednar liked Hunt’s performance, but the mid-game change 
spoke to a theme as the injury-plagued Avs search for production beyond 
their top line and league-leading power play. 

“Just not playing up to the standard I have set for him tonight,” Bednar 
said of Newhook. ” … He’ll produce if he gets his game in order. Too 
many turnovers tonight. Not skating and attacking. Spreading his legs 
when he needs to skate. You’re not going to create offense in this league 
if you’re not skating.” 

Denver Post: LOADED: 11.15.2022 
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19 Avalanche observations: Mikko Rantanen’s wizardry, Devon Toews’ 
tribute, more 

 

Peter Baugh 

 

DENVER — Mikko Rantanen is the complete package. For evidence, 
look no further than his assist late for the Avalanche in the first period 
Saturday. 

Artturi Lehkonen chipped the puck into the offensive zone and Rantanen 
raced toward it with Carolina defenseman Calvin de Haan. As they 
approached the puck, Rantanen shoved his opponent out of the way and 
seized possession. 

“That was a pretty good battle,” Cale Makar thought to himself. 

de Haan got up slowly along the boards, but Rantanen’s work continued. 
Jalen Chatfield worked to defend him but broke his stick in the process. 
Rantanen kept him off the puck and drew a penalty. 

The Avalanche forward knew from pre-scout that Carolina plays man-to-
man defense, so with de Haan out of the play and Chatfield struggling to 
defend him, he figured someone else would be open. That turned out to 
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be Makar. Rantanen found him with a pass, and the defenseman zinged 
the puck in from the faceoff circle. 

“All Mikko, for sure,” Makar said. 

It was an example of his smarts, passing and ability to hold onto the puck 
through physicality. He wasn’t done, either, finishing the 4-1 win with 
three assists and an empty-net goal. 

“He was great — physical, hard on pucks, playing with guys on his back, 
making plays forehand and backhand,” coach Jared Bednar said. “I 
thought he was fantastic tonight.” 

This Mikko Rantanen play is so impressive. Uses his size and physicality 
to separate De Haan from the puck, fights off Chatfield and then finds 
Cale Makar for a goal. pic.twitter.com/kKJRLGoKbd 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) November 13, 2022 

Rantanen has 23 points on the year, tied with Nathan MacKinnon for the 
team lead. He also is first on the Avalanche with 10 goals, three of which 
came during his hat trick in the first Global Series game in his native 
Finland. 

“He’s one of the better players on one of the best teams in the league — 
the best (team) last year,” said Hurricanes star Sebastian Aho, who is 
friends with Rantanen through the Finnish national team. “I’m still trying 
to learn from him.” 

Rantanen’s excellence leads off this week’s observations column, which 
covers Colorado’s 4-1 win against a strong Carolina team and 5-3 victory 
against Nashville. I have 19 this week in honor of Nathan MacKinnon’s 
assist total. 

1. The injury bug has hit Colorado hard. Here’s the latest: 

Gabriel Landeskog: Still out after knee surgery. 

Valeri Nichushkin: Out around a month after ankle surgery. This injury is 
unrelated to his foot injury from the Stanley Cup Final. 

Darren Helm: Underwent abductor surgery and is “on the mend,” Bednar 
said. 

Bowen Byram: Week to week (lower-body). 

Samuel Girard: Day to day (lower-body). 

Shane Bowers: Out six weeks (upper-body). 

Kurtis MacDermid: Bednar was waiting for an update after he left 
Saturday’s game (lower-body). 

Sampo Ranta also left Saturday’s game after getting hit in the face. 
Bednar did not have an update, but the Avalanche sent him back to the 
AHL Eagles after the game, which they wouldn’t have been allowed to do 
had he been seriously hurt. 

2. Landeskog and Helm are now on long-term injured reserve, which 
means Colorado can exceed the salary cap by their salaries. While over 
the cap using LTIR, though, the Avalanche can’t accrue cap space for 
the trade deadline. 

3. Colorado’s scoring against Carolina started with a bizarre bounce. 
Makar fired a puck toward the net during a first period Avalanche power 
play. It went wide, hit off the boards and bounced over the net, right into 
goalie Antti Raanta’s skate. 

The puck then hit the blade and went backward over the goal line, giving 
Colorado the lead. 

“I thought it went right through (Artturi Lehkonen’s) arm,” Makar said 
postgame. “He sucked in his gut and let it go by him. Just a good bounce 
off the glass.” 

It was a strange play and one that benefited Colorado. After his two-goal 
night, Makar has three goals and 13 assists through the team’s first 13 
games. 

Okay sorry OFF THE BACKBOARD????#GoAvsGo 
pic.twitter.com/9hLdWa8Ero 

— Colorado Avalanche (@Avalanche) November 13, 2022 

“He was playing well even at the start of the year, most nights very 
good,” Bednar said. “But there are certain nights where he finds a way to 
make a play at the right time and chip in for us. Tonight, he did it multiple 
times.” 

4. MacKinnon has been piling up assists. He had 12 in six games 
entering the Carolina contest, but hadn’t scored a goal during that 
stretch, despite having at least four shots in each of those games. He 
rediscovered the back of the net against the Hurricanes, though, thanks 
to a smooth, backhand pass from Rantanen on a two-on-one. 

“He’s been making some really good passes, so I’m glad I could return 
the favor,” Rantanen said. 

5. Saturday’s game featured a Ranta, Raanta and Rantanen, as well as a 
MacDonald, MacDermid and MacKinnon. 

6. Evan Rodrigues said hello to his sons ahead of both games this week. 
He banged on the glass and blew them a kiss. 

7. Though he’s a winger, Rantanen sometimes takes draws instead of 
MacKinnon, the center. Bednar said the players discuss it and decide 
what to do during the game. Rantanen has had success on the left side, 
so he’ll often take draws there, though MacKinnon will, too, if he’s having 
success. Bednar isn’t involved in the decision of who is in the circle for 
what faceoff. 

“I don’t have to do that,” he said. “I’ve got enough things to worry about 
besides if Mikko or MacK want to take the draw.” 

8. Bednar credited his special teams units following the Carolina game. 
The penalty kill looked as good as it has all year, keeping the Hurricanes 
off the board in five chances and generating shorthanded chances. 
Bednar said the unit has been looking at a lot of video and looked 
focused. It especially did a good job defending the rush. 

The power play continued to play well, too, going 1-for-4 and creating 
good chances even when it didn’t score. The Avalanche have scored on 
39 percent of their power plays this year, which is by far the best rate in 
the league. 

“Everybody has a plan coming in (for the Avalanche power play) and it 
doesn’t work that well,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “They 
have elite players and they know how to adapt and they get a little more 
time and space. That’s death for me when you’re trying to kill penalties.” 

9. Rantanen added that pairing skill with work ethic has been a big part of 
the power play unit’s success, and he also said the players try to be 
creative on the ice. 

“You can’t be too predictable,” he said. “If you (are), it’s pretty easy for 
PK to read it and see it in video. You try to change what you do.” 

10. Shane Bowers’ injury, sustained in the first period of his debut 
against Nashville, is an awful bit of luck for the 2017 first-round pick. The 
only silver lining is that it happened after he debuted, not before. He now 
has NHL regular-season experience and can know he’s made it to the 
highest level. 

11. Bednar didn’t seem thrilled with the Nashville game, despite the fact 
that Colorado scored five times and led most of the game. In particular, 
he didn’t like how the team handled the puck in the first period and said 
the only difference in the game was that the Avalanche converted their 
chances and Nashville didn’t. 

12. During the Nashville game, Bednar could have challenged Roman 
Josi’s third-period goal for goaltender interference. Yakov Trenin was 
close to Alexandar Georgiev in the crease, and the goalie said postgame 
it felt like the Nashville forward interfered with his ability to make a 
blocker save. 
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Bednar decided against calling for a review, and his explanation gave 
insight into his philosophy when it comes to challenges. He believed a 
review could have gone either way, and with his team up two goals, he 
didn’t want to give Nashville a chance on the power play, which would 
have happened had he lost a challenge. 

“If that’s a go-ahead goal, maybe I challenge it,” he said. 

Roman Josi's clap bomb from the outer edge of the circle finds the back 
of the net, Preds within 2!#Smashville pic.twitter.com/dVoca5Ve0F 

— Hockey Daily 365 l NHL Highlights (@HockeyDaily365) November 11, 
2022 

13. Martin Kaut and Mikhail Maltsev were both sent down after the 
Finland trip, but Kaut was recalled before the next game. For the Czech 
winger, it was a cap-related transaction, and he said the team 
communicated with him that he would be called back up before the next 
game. 

14. Sampo Ranta got unlucky with his almost-first NHL goal during the 
2021-22 season. He tipped a shot past Blues goalie Jordan Binnington, 
but St. Louis coach Craig Berube challenged the play for offside. Sure 
enough, 13 seconds before Ranta tipped in the puck, Bowen Byram 
crossed into the offensive zone before the puck. The goal was 
overturned. 

Now back up with the NHL club, Ranta has a chance to finally get his first 
goal. Does his near-miss serve as motivation? 

“One hundred percent,” he said with a laugh. “I want to get that as soon 
as I can. I want to get it out of the way and go on a roll.” 

Ranta nearly scored against Nashville but couldn’t quite get the puck 
past Kevin Lankinen in front of the net, and he just missed scoring on 
another grade-A chance against Carolina. Raanta robbed Ranta. 

15. Ranta getting sent down could be a cap-related move. It’s possible 
he will be back up for Monday’s game against St. Louis. 

16. Alex Galchenyuk has rejoined the Avalanche organization, signing 
with the Colorado Eagles. The forward was with the team on a 
professional tryout contract during training camp, but he was released 
after suffering an injury. Bednar mentioned after Galchenyuk’s release 
that he could be back at some point, and the forward is now cleared to 
play. 

“He’s a guy who has the ability to score at this level,” Bednar said. “I’m 
not sure about his path back (to the NHL). He has to go down there, 
establish himself like the other guys, make sure he’s making a positive 
impact on a nightly basis. If he finds a way to produce down there, then 
he’s a guy we can possibly look at.” 

Alex Galchenyuk picked up his first point with the Eagles in his debut. He 
applied pressure in the o-zone during SJ’s change, Foudy forced a 
turnover in the NZ, and his net front presence deflected the puck to 
Hudon to make this goal happen. Glad to see him healthy and playing: 
pic.twitter.com/tonnJqOFrI 

— Meghan Angley (@rightbyroy) November 13, 2022 

17. Martin Kaut crossed the 10 game threshold on the season. That 
means he will have to go on waivers if Colorado wants to send him back 
to the AHL. 

The winger, whom Colorado picked in the first round in 2018, has now 
played more NHL games this season than he has in any previous year. 
He struggled to get consistent ice time early in his call-up, but he’s 
played at least 12 minutes in each of the past three games. Bednar 
praised his growing chemistry with Alex Newhook and Rodrigues after 
the Finland trip. 

“It’s good that he’s (been) up for most of the season,” said childhood 
friend Martin Necas, who plays for Carolina. “He’s playing better and 
better, I think. He’s getting more ice time. I’m happy for him.” 

18. Necas, who got dinner with Kaut in Denver, described him as a good, 
skilled skater who is easy to play with. He hopes his buddy will get the 
chance to stick in the NHL. 

19. The Hurricanes game was Hockey Fights Cancer night, and the 
Avalanche filmed players holding “I fight for ___” signs. Devon Toews 
wrote Deme Anas’ name on his. 

The late Anas was the mother of Sam Anas, Toews’ college teammate at 
Quinnipiac and now a forward in the Capitals organization. After Deme’s 
death in 2020, Toews and his wife, Kerry, paid tribute to her at their 
wedding, making a donation to Hockey Fights Cancer in lieu of wedding 
favors. It was nice to see Toews is still honoring her a couple years later. 
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Unsuccessful 6-on-3 opportunity in the closing moments sinks Avalanche 
in 3-2 loss to Blues – 

 

Aarif Deen 

 

DENVER — There wasn’t a fan in the building not standing in the final 
moments of the Avalanche’s 3-2 loss at Ball Arena. 

Down a goal late, Colorado had 1:46 of two-man advantage to close out 
regulation. After a couple of good looks, goaltender Alexandar Georgiev 
rushed to the bench for the extra attacker, giving the NHL’s best power 
play a rare 6-on-3 opportunity for roughly 55 seconds. 

Four chances, four shots and four looks that all missed the net. And then 
a bobbled puck over the stick of Nathan MacKinnon back to the neutral 
zone sealed it for the road team. The Blues managed to escape on 
Monday, holding the Avs to just one power-play goal in five tries, 
effectively ending their four-game winning streak. 

“I feel like we did everything right at the end there,” said defenseman 
Cale Makar, who had two assists to push his career points total to 198. 
“They got a couple of lucky breaks and that’s it. That’s hockey. So it is 
what it is, but unfortunately we couldn’t get one there.” 

The back-and-forth battle was scoreless for more than 30 minutes but not 
for a lack of tries. Colorado had a 46-39 advantage in shots, with 
goaltenders Alexandar Georgiev and Jordan Binnington making huge 
stops at both ends of the ice. 

First it was Georgiev making solid saves early. But later in the first, the 
Avs began to press. They had 17 unsuccessful shots in the first period 
alone. Neither team was able to find the back of the net until past the 
midway point of the second period. It was going to take a nearly perfect 
shot to break the scoreless tie. 

And that’s exactly what was needed. Mikko Rantanen collected a drop 
pass from Nathan MacKinnon and fired the puck past Binnington with a 
smooth wrister. The puck hit the post and bounced in, seemingly 
catching more than 18,000 fans in attendance by surprise. 

Colorado’s lead lasted just 2:20 before a breakout from the Blues sprung 
forward Robert Thomas in all alone. He matched Rantanen’s shot with a 
wrister of his own that beat Georgiev clean. Suddenly tied 1-1, both 
teams continued to exchange chances with the Blues adding another 
goal before the break off a fortuitous bounce. 

Blues forward Brandon Saad attempted to center the puck in front but his 
pass deflected off the stick of Makar and snuck up and over Georgiev’s 
skate before trickling in. St. Louis later drew a penalty on Rantanen with 
1.4 seconds remaining, taking a 2-1 lead and a power play into the final 
period. Rantanen was called for interference. A penalty that proved costly 
when all was said and done. 
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It took just 13 seconds for St. Louis to extend its lead, making quick work 
out of that power play thanks to a goal from Jordan Kyrou. 

“I didn’t love it,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said of the call. “That pick 
happens a lot. The guy gets taken out of play because he runs into (J.T.) 
Compher, who’s falling. I don’t think it was necessarily Mikko 
interference. I mean you watch it, it happens all the time.” 

The Avs didn’t let the goal deflate them. Less than three minutes after the 
Kyrou goal, Artturi Lehkonen wired a power-play goal of his own past 
Binnington to once again make it a one-goal game. 

Both teams exchanged chances the rest of the way. 

With five minutes remaining, Brayden Schenn of the Blues hit the post 
following a broken play that had Georgiev scrambling to get back into 
position. And shortly after that, MacKinnon had a chance to tie it but was 
stopped by Binnington. 

Before the goalie was pulled, Binnington was also tasked with stopping 
Makar’s lethal one-timer from the circle on the 5-on-3. 

“It’s kind of way our night was going,” Bednar said. “We had a lot of good 
looks and chances to score and we didn’t score. We missed the net too 
many times.” 
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Avalanche-Blues Takeaways: 6-on-3 Not Enough  

 

Adrian Dater 

 

Joel Quenneville, who coached the Avalanche and Blues, always used to 
say, “You don’t score on a 5-on-3, you’re probably not going to win the 
hockey game.” 

That goes even more for not scoring on a 6-on-3. 

Alas, the Avalanche did not quite deserve to win this otherwise 
entertaining hockey game. Despite a 5-on-3 power-play advantage with 
just inside two full minutes left – increased to 6-on-3 after pulling the 
goalie – the Avalanche couldn’t get the equalizer against Jordan 
Binnington. The final from Ball Arena was 3-2 Blues. 

My takeaways: 

The killer goal against in this one was the one to Brandon Saad with time 
running out in the second period. A harmless looking shot deflected off 
Cale Makar’s stick and snuck through to make it 2-1 with 1:01 left. 

Binnington made 45 saves in the win. He was the difference in the final 
analysis. He made a couple of highway-robbery type saves. 

Alex Newhook was benched most of the third period (until, weirdly, 
playing a lot in the final two minutes) and Jared Bednar said, “He’s not 
playing up to the standard I’ve set for him.” 

Newhook has three points in 14 games, a -4. He played well in those two 
wins in Finland, but is back in Bednar’s doghouse. 

“Too many turnovers. Not skating and attacking,” Bednar added. 

I thought Andreas Englund looked pretty good for a first game with the 
team following a recall from the Eagles. He played 11 pretty solid 
minutes overall. 

Cale Makar: “I feel like we did a lot of good things. We did the right things 
to win that game.  Obviously, a couple of unfortunate errors by me and 
unfortunate bounce off my stick in the net. Like I said, it’s  hockey so 
you’re probably going to get those back at some point. For us, definitely 

[an] easily winnable game. I  feel like we did everything right, just couldn’t 
come out with it.” 

On the 5 and 6-on-3, Evan Rodrigues said, “We just didn’t score. We did 
everything we wanted to. There was a few bouncing  pucks, but just 
didn’t score.” 

Mikko Rantanen also extended his point streak to five games, 
accumulating 16 points (8g/8a) over that stretch.  He has produced 20 
points (9g/11a) in seven home contests this season. Only four players in 
NHL history have  recorded 20 points at home in fewer games: Mario 
Lemieux (4 games 1988-89, 5 games in 1995-96 & 6 games  in 1992-
93), Wayne Gretzky (5 games in 1986-87 & 6 games in 1983-84), Pat 
LaFontaine (6 games in 1992- 93) and Mike Bossy (6 games in 1984-85). 

Rantanen’s shot on his goal was a real beauty. Long wrister far post, 
from the right side. 

Avs sent Sampo Ranta, Martin Kaut and Jayson Megna back to the 
Eagles. It could largely be another cap move(s) though. 

I thought Ryan O’Reilly had a great two-way game for the Blues. 

Sam Girard didn’t skate today, but is scheduled to do so on Tuesday. 
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SALVAS: Moving, Booing Duchene And More In Avalanche Week In 
Review  

 

Pat Salvas 

 

It’s been a crazy week. We bought a house. Both kids have birthdays this 
week. My daughter’s daycare called the day we closed on the house to 
tell us to pick her up because she had an ear infection. And I fought the 
heaviness of my eyelids against the Preds and Canes, but managed to 
stay awake for both Avalanche games. You’re welcome. 

But two wins and all the other stuff getting resolved have eased the 
stresses of the last seven days.  

I’m going to be honest: I watched both games, but they (like everything 
else this week) feel like a blur, so the stellar analysis you all expect from 
this site’s third-best writer won’t be quite up to my usual standards. 

THE GREAT 

A moment of appreciation for Peter McNab is a far greater tribute to a 
man whose voice filled our homes for nearly three decades than a 
moment of silence. For all the calls, stories and laughs we have heard 
through the years, a rousing ovation seemed more appropriate than quiet 
reflection. Marc Moser’s moments of quiet during the broadcast where 
the color analysis should routinely be was the fitting tribute of silence we 
got. It was a somber night to think about what we, as fans, lost, but it was 
done so beautifully to celebrate ‘Maxy.’. A win, two goals from fellow DU 
Pioneer Logan O’Connor and the players’ salute to the pressbox were all 
perfect additions to a perfect night. 

Mikko Rantanen: Is seven points in two games good? Asking for a friend. 
The trip to his home country sparked our Moose because his return to 
Denver kept the positive momentum going with a two-goal, three-point 
night against the Predators and a one-goal, four-point night versus the 
Hurricanes. Oh, and how about that play he made on the second 
Avalanche goal against Carolina? Hard on the forecheck, strong on his 
skates while the Canes’ d-man tries to mug him and then a backhand 
area saucer pass into space for Cale Makar to blast home? That was 
unfair. Mikko is rolling right now and is one of the most underappreciated 
stars in the entirety of the NHL. He would be a No. 1 star on 75% of other 
teams in the league, but in Denver is No. 3. It’s a shame that he probably 
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doesn’t get the credit he deserves. (Dater editor’s note: Rants got No. 1 
star of the week today from NHL, so he’s getting some finally) 

Nathan MacKinnon: Speaking of NHL superstars (and one of the two 
players ahead of Rantanen in star rankings), Nathan MacKinnon is very 
good at hockey. Breaking news, I know! Two assists against Nashville 
and then a goal and a helper against Carolina… no big deal. That goal 
against the Hurricanes was a pure power shot that was so hard it literally 
feels like it went through the goalie. But his play of the week was that 
stretch pass to spring Mikko on the breakaway as the penalty kill expired. 
He’s the high-man in the defensive zone on the kill, reads that he can go 
over to the boards to help Kurtis MacDermid applying pressure, collects 
the loose puck and immediately turns around to find Rantanen for the 
break and his second goal of the night. Beautiful. 

Cale Makar: Two goals against the Hurricanes after getting going in 
Finland tells me that Cale is starting to feel his scoring touch coming on. 
Pucks are getting through and he’s putting himself in position to score. 
And a little luck doesn’t hurt either as seen with his first goal on Saturday. 
The old “shoot it off the glass and have it land in the crease to hit the 
goalie in the back and go into the net” play… classic execution by the 
Norris Trophy winner.  

Alexandar Georgiev: Not a ton to say. He’s just been the model of quality 
goaltending early on this season. He’s done everything he needs to do to 
give the Avalanche a chance to win every night (and he usually is 
winning those nights). The problem that he faces — like the one Mikko 
deals with — is that because the team is so good, he doesn’t get credit 
for what he does individually, but merely credited with being behind the 
league’s best overall defensive group. He’s good and if he remains good, 
people are going to have to give him credit at some point. Right?  

THE GOOD 

Evan Rodrigues: The knock on the Avalanche all summer was about who 
would fill in at the No. 2 center position with Nazem Kadri gone. 
Rodrigues was a late signing, but has made a great transition into the 
role and allowed Alex Newhook time and space to continue his 
development with the Avalanche. He only had the one point this 
weekend, scoring the final Colorado goal against the Predators, but I felt 
like he was in on plays and was creating chances. The top line and star 
players are still driving the bus, but the second line anchored by ERod 
has been especially valuable considering all the injuries (more on that 
later). 

Pavel Francouz: Franky’s season has been weird. He’s had bad games 
where he looked shaky and other games where he played great and 
wasn’t rewarded for his efforts (the loss in New Jersey). Giving him the 
start against the favorite to come out of the Eastern Conference and 
having him play well in that game is a huge boost for Francouz and the 
Avalanche. I love that Bednar gave him that game and I think it could be 
a great turning point where we see a return of the goalie who was such a 
crucial part in last spring’s run.  

THE BAD 

Injuries: Another day, another injury. Add Shane Bowers and MacDermid 
to the ever-growing list after this weekend. Bo Byram and Valeri 
Nichushkin had joined that list the week before with a pair of injuries that 
will keep them out for varying amounts of time. The Sam Girard and 
Byram injuries already forced MacDermid and Jacob McDonald into the 
lineups, so now with Big 56 out, the defense continues to get a bit 
thinner. And we’re not even talking about Gabe Landeskog either. 

Poor Shane Bowers… let’s just think about this for a second. The guy is 
a first-round pick and really grinds his way through the minors for THE 
CHANCE to possibly play an NHL game or two with a loaded and deep 
top-tier team. The opportunity comes thanks to a few unfortunate 
circumstances for others and he makes his NHL debut… only to suffer an 
injury on his third shift. If you can’t feel something for that poor guy, I 
don’t know what to tell you. Reminds me of what Moonlight Graham says 
in Field of Dreams: “It was like coming this close to your dreams… and 

then watch them brush past you like strangers in a crowd.” Now, I’m not 
saying Bowers doesn’t get another shot… but nothing is guaranteed.  

THE OTHER 

Why doesn’t MacKinnon come out for the Three Stars after the game? 
He comes out when he’s No. 1 but not for the others. Am I crazy for 
noticing that? He was No. 3 both nights this week and didn’t come out. I 
want him to high five Bernie! 

I’m writing this on Monday, so we have a game tonight vs. the Blues. 
Despite two playoff matchups the last two seasons, there is going to be 
some jump missing from the contest without Kadri playing for the Avs. I 
just hope Jordan Binnington finds joy in throwing a water bottle at 
someone else or aggressively shoulder bumping someone going off the 
ice. I worry about him when he doesn’t act out in childish ways. It’s 
clearly what makes him the happiest. 

STILL OKAY TO BOO? 

This seemed to be the topic that was discussed in Avalanche social 
media circles this weekend following Thursday’s game with the 
Predators. Is it time to move on from the booing of Matt Duchene? 
Personally… I don’t care. It is your right to boo players if booing is all 
you’re doing and you don’t cross any other line. I am not Duchene’s 
biggest fan for the way he left town and I did get some sense of joy in the 
Avalanche beating him en route to winning the Cup. However, I also 
grasp and appreciate the return we got in that trade and how it has led 
directly to the current state of the franchise AND the Stanley Cup banner 
that now hangs in the rafters. When we won the Cup, part of me moved 
on from my feelings of disdain for him because we reached our goal in 
part thanks to him asking out. 

Now, that being said: it’s a personal choice if you want to continue to boo 
him for the rest of his career and I’m never going to tell you how to feel or 
act in regards to this matter. He left the way he left and some people took 
it harder and more personally than others. Like I mentioned in a previous 
piece, I grudge pretty hard, but I’m doing my best to move on from this 
one. 
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Georgiev vs. Binnington Tonight; MacDermid Out 4-6 Weeks  

 

Adrian Dater 

 

Old friend Jordan Binnington is back in town, and will start against the 
Colorado Avalanche tonight for the St. Louis Blues at Ball Arena. This will 
be his first game against the Avalanche since suffering that knee injury in 
Game 3 of the second round last season, with Nazem Kadri colliding with 
him. 

I’m sure Binnington will get a warm ovation from the Ball Arena faithful 
tonight. Alexandar Georgiev will get the start against Binnington. Georgie 
is 7-1-1 as an Avalanche goalie so far. 

So, more bad injury news: Kurtis MacDermid will be lost 4-6 weeks with a 
lower-body injury, Jared Bednar said. Andreas Englund, a big D-man 
who can also fight, figures to be the replacement for No. 56 in the 
Avalanche lineup, at least for now. He will be in the lineup tonight for 
Colorado. 

Based on the morning skate, these look to be the lines for Colorado 
tonight: 

Projected lines 

Lehkonen-MacKinnon-Rantanen 
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Newhook- Rodrigues- Kaut 

Cogliano- Compher- O'Connor 

Hunt-Megna-Ranta 

Makar-Toews 

MacDonald-Manson 

Englund- E. Johnson 

Georgiev 

Francouz #GoAvsGo #Avs 

— Brennan Vogt (@brennan_vogt) November 14, 2022 

NOTEBOOK: Kaut and Megna stayed late after other players went to the 
room. Normally, those are the scratched guys, but maybe they’re still in 
because, well, the Avalanche don’t have enough players otherwise. … 
Mikko Rantanen was named first star of the week in the NHL. … The 
mothers of Blues players are all on the trip with the team. They were in 
the stands for the morning skate. … Asked about the play of late by Alex 
Newhook, Bednar said he was great in Finland, but “kind of quiet” since 
the team got back. … Bednar said Sam Girard is getting closer to a 
return. He said he didn’t have a timetable yet on Bo Byram, other than 
the original “week to week” prognosis. 
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Wild defense improves, but offense takes a holiday 

 

Sarah McLellan 

16-20 minutes 11/14/2022 

 

Keeping the puck out of the net used to be the Wild's problem. 

Now putting it in the net is giving them trouble. 

The Wild have stopped letting in six and seven goals a game, plugging 
the hole that was their crease at the beginning of the season during an 
impressive turnaround that has them as one of the stingiest teams in the 
NHL lately. 

But results still have been a mixed bag, with a lack of run support 
mitigating the defensive improvement. 

"We're not scoring any goals," coach Dean Evason said. "That's the start 
of it. We have to simplify our game if we want to have success." 

Offense wasn't always a challenge for the Wild. 

They potted at least three goals in their first seven games, and 11 
different players capitalized. The Wild started 0-3 and 1-3-1 because of 
the leak in their own end, the team's 5.40 goals-against average worst in 
the league and goaltenders Marc-Andre Fleury and Filip Gustavsson 
sporting grisly sub-.900 save percentages. 

Then the clean-up happened. 

Since Oct. 25, the Wild boast the second-best goals-against average at a 
trim 1.70, and only twice in those 10 games have they surrendered more 
than two regulation goals. 

Over his past seven starts, Fleury is 5-2 with a 1.70 goals-against 
average and .939 save percentage. 

He picked up his first shutout with the Wild and 72nd overall, which is the 
most among active netminders, last Friday by blanking the Kraken 1-0. 
Fleury now has shut out 28 NHL franchises, which is tops in the league. 

As for Gustavsson, he has a 1.64 goals-against average and .947 save 
percentage in his past three appearances. 

"It's not only us," Gustavsson said. "The defense core has stepped up a 
lot, too, and they don't give too many chances. But it's been a big 
difference how we play, too. Hopefully give the defensemen some 
confidence with us back there." 

Both goalies have combined to stop 123 of 127 shots during the last 
week, getting tagged for just four regulation goals in four games. But the 
Wild won only twice. 

"We're trying to finesse things instead of getting pucks to the net," 
Evason said. 

After their one-goal victory at Seattle and then going into hibernation 
while San Jose rallied for a 3-2 shootout win on Sunday at Xcel Energy 
Center, the Wild have racked up 41 goals, which is bottom third in the 
NHL. 

What's even more grim, though, is their production at 5-on-5: They're 
29th with 22 tallies. 

That means a chunk of their goals have been courtesy special teams, 
with the power play netting 12 and the penalty kill supplying three. 

"Right now it feels like everybody wants to score, and everybody goes to 
the net hard," Joel Eriksson Ek said. "But sometimes there's so much 
people that it's hard for the puck to come through." 

Although the Wild aren't near the top of the league in scoring chances 
and high-danger chances, their expected goals at 5-on-5 are 28, 
according to Natural Stat Trick, so there's been some disconnect. 

Only three players have more than five goals (Kirill Kaprizov, Mats 
Zuccarello and Matt Boldy), and injuries have subtracted some of last 
season's offensive leaders like Marcus Foligno and Ryan Hartman from 
the lineup. 

Still, this is the issue that requires fixing now that there's been a 
crackdown on goals by the opposition. 

"Any time you struggle offensively, what does everybody talk about?" 
Evason said. "Simplify your game, shoot the puck, get to the net, get dirty 
goals, pay the price, all that kind of stuff. When you're struggling to score 
goals, you don't go, 'Let's just pass east-west. Let's back pass. Let's spin-
o-rama. Let's throw pucks across the blue line.' 

"You don't say that. You don't do that, right? We'll be able to score a goal 
like that, and it'll be beautiful. It'll be on TV and all of that. But the majority 
of the goals are scored like this, straightforward, and the quicker we learn 
that, obviously, the more success we'll give ourselves." 
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Wild-Nashville game preview: Division battle with Predators 

 

Sarah McLellan 

4-5 minutes 11/14/2022 

 

Wild update: The Wild returned F Joseph Cramarossa to Iowa in the 
American Hockey League. Coach Dean Evason said on Sunday it's 
possible F Brandon Duhaime plays against the Predators. Duhaime has 
missed the past five games with an upper-body injury. He has two goals 
and an assist in 10 contests. Tyson Jost has been the Wild's extra 
forward, sitting as a healthy scratch for the past two games. 
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Predators update: The Predators have been up and down recently, 
winning two and then losing two before a victory Saturday vs. the 
Rangers. Overall, they're 6-8-1 to sit three points behind the Wild in the 
Central Division. LW Filip Forsberg has a team-best 15 points in 15 
games. Former Wild F Nino Niederreiter leads Nashville in goals with six. 
Niederreiter signed a two-year, $8 million contract with the Predators in 
the offseason. 

More From Sports 

Qatar at World Cup pinnacle after years of Mideast turmoil 

Hosting the World Cup marks a pinnacle in Qatar's efforts to rise out of 
the shadow of its larger neighbors in the wider Middle East, where its 
politics and its upstart ambitions have brought both international attention 
and regional ire. 

Trio leads Yale past Hawaii in overtime 62-59 

Matt Knowling scored 18 points, Isaiah Kelly had a go-ahead dunk in 
overtime and August Mahoney made four free throws in the final 33 
seconds to help Yale hold off Hawaii 62-59 on Monday night. 
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Sunday's Wild-San Jose game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

6-7 minutes 11/13/2022 

 

GAME RECAP 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Alexander Barabanov, Sharks: The winger scored the decisive goal in 
the shootout. 

2. Marc-Edouard Vlasic, Sharks: The defenseman assisted on two goals. 

3. Connor Dewar, Wild: The winger capitalized shorthanded in the third 
period for his first goal of the season. 

By the numbers 

2 Goals by San Jose in 1 minute, 53 seconds during the third period to 
erase a two-goal deficit. 

2-4-1 Record at home for the Wild. 

3 Shorthanded goals by the Wild this season. 

Hosting the World Cup marks a pinnacle in Qatar's efforts to rise out of 
the shadow of its larger neighbors in the wider Middle East, where its 
politics and its upstart ambitions have brought both international attention 
and regional ire. 

Trio leads Yale past Hawaii in overtime 62-59 

Matt Knowling scored 18 points, Isaiah Kelly had a go-ahead dunk in 
overtime and August Mahoney made four free throws in the final 33 
seconds to help Yale hold off Hawaii 62-59 on Monday night. 
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Wild prospect Adam Beckman could be next young player to make 
impact 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 11/14/2022 

 

Adam Beckman got selected by the Wild in the same draft as Matt Boldy 
in 2019. He was a part of the organization a full year before Marco Rossi 
arrived. 

Yet as Boldy and Rossi made the NHL roster out of training camp, 
Beckman, now 21, was sent down to the American Hockey League to 
continue his development. 

Has it been tough for Beckman not to compare himself to Boldy and 
Rossi this season? 

“It’s easy to get caught up in that,” Beckman admitted last week in 
Anaheim before making his season debut against the Ducks. “You try not 
to because it doesn’t get you anywhere. Just worry about yourself and 
continue to try and get better.” 

That mindset helped Beckman, a left winger, land back in the NHL for the 
Wild’s recent three-game West Coast road trip. He played well when 
thrust into the lineup and has now played in back-to-back-to-back games. 
It’s unclear if Beckman will be in the lineup Tuesday night in Nashville 
when the Wild play the Predators. 

Asked about Beckman last week, coach Dean Evason noted that he has 
improved in every facet of his game. 

“We saw a very mature hockey player,” Evason said. “Someone that 
wasn’t just an offensive shooter.” 

That was the biggest knock on Beckman after he turned pro. Though he 
brought a scoring touch to the lineup, he got bumped off pucks too easily, 
and struggled to win his board battles with regularity. He focused on that 
in the minors last season and now has some grit to his game. 

All the while, Beckman has continued to work on his offensive game, too, 
so he can be a threat every time he touches the puck. 

“If I put myself in the right position, I’d like to think there’s a good chance 
something good is going to happen,” he said. “Just try to work hard and 
create ice and create space for myself.” 

Aside from his tireless work ethic, Beckman brings a sense of youthful 
exuberance to the Wild locker room. 

“He loves to come to the rink,” teammate Marcus Foligno said. “He’s an 
exciting kid. It’s awesome to see. He brings a lot of energy.” 

As Foligno continued to heap praise, Beckman walked by, prompting 
some friendly ribbing from the veteran. 

“He talks a lot,” Foligno said with a laugh. “Sometimes too much. Just an 
awesome guy, and works his butt off. He knows his role. He wants to 
score. He wants to help us win. It’s great when we get guys like that 
coming up that want to win and want to put the team first.” 

That’s exactly what Beckman plans to do no matter if he’s up in the NHL 
or down in the AHL. 

“I was happy with how I’ve kind of learned a lot about my game and what 
I need to do,” Beckman said. “There’s always more to give and more to 
learn. I think for me it’s about learning from that and trying to get better 
each day. Just continue to work hard and bring my best.” 
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Jets have something special going on 

 

Mike McIntyre 

 

Every win is worth the same two points in the standings, but some 
victories are more valuable than others. 

That’s certainly the case with the Winnipeg Jets and their most recent 
triumph on Sunday night in Seattle. 

The way in which they rallied to solve the Kraken — a game-tying goal in 
enemy territory with five seconds left, then the overtime kill-shot less than 
a minute later — speaks volumes about the current state of the club. 

It also furthers the growing belief — inside the room, but externally, too 
— that this squad might just have something special going on. 

Sometimes, they DO ask how, not just how many. And Winnipeg’s latest 
answer is a doozy. 

The good vibes started flowing during the team’s retreat in Banff to wrap 
up training camp, an event that saw them create and sign a unique 
mission statement now hanging on their dressing room wall. 

And they haven’t stopped flowing since, despite a healthy dose of early 
adversity thrown their way. 

Imagine if you knew the following statements would be true 14 games 
into the season: 

1. The club’s most dynamic winger, Nikolaj Ehlers, would have no goals, 
having missed a dozen contests (and counting) with injury. 

2. Their best pure scorer, Kyle Connor, would have just two tallies. One 
into an empty-net. One on a goalie. None on the power play, which is in 
the bottom half of the league and has been more miss than hit so far. 

3. The new head coach, Rick Bowness, would miss eight of the first nine 
battling COVID as he tries to introduce sweeping changes to what is 
basically the same core group that came well short of expectations a 
year earlier. 

4. The list of walking wounded would seemingly grow by the day, 
especially up front where depth looked to be an issue. Ehlers. Morgan 
Barron. Now Mason Appleton. Plus several others playing through plenty 
of aches and pains. 

Now throw in the fact six of the first nine games were on the road — eight 
of those against teams with at least 94 points last year — and there were 
three sets of dreaded back-to-backs among the first 14, and I suspect the 
predictions on Winnipeg’s record wouldn’t have been for the faint of 
heart. 

And yet, here they are at 9-4-1. Leading the Central Division in win 
percentage. Second in the Western Conference. Fourth in the NHL. 

Incredible, really. 

All the positive pre-season talk has produced tangible on-ice results, at 
least so far. You’ve got to tip your hat to this resilient bunch, which 
seems to really be taking to the lessons Bowness has been preaching 
and teaching since they first gathered in late September, 

The new defensive systems in place, while still a work in progress, are 
paying dividends. 

Winnipeg has given up just 33 goals this year, the least among all 32 
teams. No, it hasn’t always looked pretty, and the play of goaltenders 
Connor Hellebuyck (appearing to be in Vezina form) and backup David 
Rittich have lots to do with that. 

A more responsible overall style has allowed the Jets to be comfortable 
in tight, low-scoring affairs, which is how it needs to be right now with this 
roster, especially with Ehlers still out and Connor still snakebitten. 

Playoff hockey, if you will. Which will become a reality, and not just a pipe 
dream, if they keep this up. 

Following the 3-2 victory Sunday, overtime hero Mark Scheifele called it 
a a perfect demonstration of the mindset. Winnipeg was coming off its 
first regulation loss in eight games, just 22 hours earlier in Calgary, and 
arrived in Seattle in the wee hours of the night to face a fresh opponent 
at 5 p.m. Seattle time. 

After falling behind a goal in the third period, it seemed a second straight 
loss was sure to follow. They had some calls go against them, 
particularly a bizarre double-minor to Blake Wheeler who was angered by 
a clear hit-from-behind on teammate Nate Schmidt. Rather than come 
home empty-handed, the Jets flipped that script in dramatic fashion. 

“We have a very resilient, character driven group,” Scheifele told me 
outside the dressing room at Climate Pledge Arena. 

Wheeler, who had tied it with time ticking down in regulation, went a step 
further and called it the type of performance “where you find out a lot 
about your team.” 

Bowness said it serves as a reward for sticking to one of his golden rules 
he’s tried to put in place. 

“We talked to the guys before the game and said no excuses. Good 
teams find a way to win and we’ll never let them make excuses,“ he said. 

There’s no time to rest on one’s laurels. There are still 68 games 
remaining, and the Jets are going to face plenty more adversity along the 
way. 

It also bears repeating they started last year off red-hot, going 9-3-3 
through the first 15 before the wheels came off. That was a bit of a red 
herring, built off the back of a lighter schedule (in terms of competition) 
and a sloppy overall style of play. 

Sure, they were banking some early points, but it didn’t exactly seem 
success was sustainable. 

So, yes, it could all go south again, I suppose. However, based on 
everything we’ve seen so far this season, I’m starting to believe these 
Jets might just be equipped to deal with whatever comes their way. 
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Lowry laments juggling roles of coach, dad 

 

Mike McIntyre 

 

SEATTLE — Dave Lowry is too modest to say it, but there’s little doubt 
he was put in a near-impossible situation last season with the Winnipeg 
Jets, one that was probably doomed from the start. 

Paul Maurice, the team’s long-time bench boss, had abruptly resigned a 
week before Christmas. And there was Lowry, the relatively new 
assistant coach and father of one of the core players on the team, who 
was left to try and pick up the pieces of a splintered and sputtering 
squad. 

All the time wearing the “interim” label. 

Adam Lowry watches a replay as his father, Dave Lowry, looks on during 
a game against the Washington Capitals last year. (John Woods / 
Canadian Press files) 
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“The hardest part is that you have a kid in the room,” said Lowry, in a 
candid, wide-ranging conversation over the weekend. The former NHLer, 
who played 19 seasons and 1,084 games, now serves as an assistant to 
head coach Dave Hakstol with the sophomore Seattle Kraken. 

“There’s a reason why that doesn’t happen, why it hasn’t happened often 
in the NHL. And I think that was probably the toughest thing.” 

With no quick fix or miracle on ice in sight, the Jets limped across the 
finish line. And then came the housecleaning, with Lowry on the outside 
looking in after general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff announced a 
thorough summer job search would be held — one he claimed Lowry 
was free to re-apply for. Spoiler alert: He never did. 

“I think the ship had probably sailed. I’m a realist,” said Lowry, who 
inherited a Maurice-led team that was 13-10-5, then guided them to a 26-
22-6 record over the final 54 games, ultimately missing the playoffs. 
“Yeah, I’m disappointed the way that it ended. But I’m grateful for the 
opportunity.” 

Lowry said there’s no hard feelings toward the Jets — “Listen, I still got a 
kid on the team” — even if he feels he was never given the runway he 
needed to truly make an impact. Some of the frustrating bad player 
habits that drove Maurice out of town remained, and Lowry was unable to 
get all of the players to buy in. In fact, by the end of the year, the group 
appeared more fractured than ever, including several examples of public 
finger-pointing. 

“You know what, it’s always easy to look back and say, Yes,’” Lowry said 
in response to a question about whether he has regrets. You get the 
feeling he was a bit like the substitute teacher who is thrown into a 
classroom filled with misbehaving children who see an even greater 
opportunity to push boundaries. 

“I think the hardest thing is to take over a team mid-season and try to 
make a whole bunch of changes. I know that if the opportunity was there 
to start the year, yeah, there are things I would have done differently. I 
would have been able to change things, for sure.” 

“I think the biggest compliment we got from a lot of the players is that 
they didn’t even know I had a kid on the team.”–Dave Lowry 

Unfortunately, there was a tough price to pay. His relationship with his 
son, Jets centre Adam Lowry, took an unavoidable hit. 

“(Adam) is a leader, everyone knows that. But, realistically he lost his 
voice last year in the room,” said Lowry. 

“It’s always a tough spot going into the circumstances that brought me 
into it. No.1, I came to Winnipeg (from the Brandon Wheat Kings) and 
there was an adjustment there as an assistant coach. There was a period 
of time, you’re coaching with your son, you have to make sure everyone 
understands on a professional level. And I think the biggest compliment 
we got from a lot of the players is that they didn’t even know I had a kid 
on the team. That was one of the things that you had to give up.” 

Lowry said there wasn’t a whole lot of time to consider the big picture 
when Maurice stunned everyone by stepping down. 

“It came out of nowhere. It wasn’t something where you had time to think 
about,” he said. But as the season wore on, it became clear “that’s 
something that I didn’t think moving forward was going to be a positive.” 

Adam was named an alternate captain at the conclusion of training 
camp, taking the spot in the leadership group that opened up when Blake 
Wheeler was stripped of the captaincy by new coach Rick Bowness. 

“I think today you look at where (Adam) is this year. That doesn’t happen 
if I’m there,” said Lowry. (Mikaela MacKenzie / Free Press files) 

“I think today you look at where (Adam) is this year. That doesn’t happen 
if I’m there,” said Lowry, who got back into a more normal routine with his 
son this past summer, including golfing together. 

“I guess he didn’t hate me too much,” he added, with a laugh. “The one 
thing that I say, and I say it every day, I was extremely grateful for, No.1, 

the opportunity, but to work with the guys I got to work with. It was a 
tough spot, but there was really good people that I got to work with.” 

Bowness ultimately got the job after Winnipeg’s top choice, Dauphin 
native Barry Trotz, turned it down. Scott Arniel was brought in as 
associate, while Brad Lauer (Edmonton Oil Kings) and Marty Johnston 
(Manitoba Moose) were added as assistants. Only goalie coach Wade 
Flaherty remained. 

“I haven’t talked to (Bowness) since. It was probably the best thing. He 
gets to go in and he gets to form his own opinions on guys. That’s 
probably for the best,” said Lowry. 

Maurice and former associate coach Jamie Kompon are now in Florida, 
while Lowry landed on his feet after spending the first couple of months 
of a longer-than-expected offseason contemplating his future. The 
veteran of more than 1,000 games played in the NHL, now 57-years-old, 
ultimately decided he didn’t want his Winnipeg experience to be his last. 

“I felt just a little bit of time away really helped me clear my head, really 
helped my wrap it around that I think I’m too young to retire.”–Dave 
Lowry 

“I didn’t know what I wanted to do to be perfectly honest. I felt just a little 
bit of time away really helped me clear my head, really helped me wrap it 
around that I think I’m too young to retire,” said Lowry, who called Seattle 
coach Dave Hakstol about an opening for an assistant. 

“I don’t think I would have been a good person in and around my house if 
I was home all the time.” 

Seattle is off to a surprisingly strong start, now 8-5-3 after Sunday’s 3-2 
loss to Lowry’s old team, which have also come out flying with a 9-4-1 
record. 

Hakstol said Lowry has been a terrific addition for a young team that had 
a rough expansion debut last year. 

“A veteran presence. A really good sharp hockey mind. Always clear and 
calm in every situation,” he said. “He’s fit in very, very well with our 
group. The presence and knowledge he brings has been very good for 
our staff.” 
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Filipino Heritage logo ‘dream come true’ 

 

Tyler Searle 

 

Jonato Dalayoan couldn’t help but grin as he watched the Winnipeg Jets 
players glide past, snapping pucks into the net during their pre-game 
warm up. 

The men on the ice wore jerseys inspired by his beloved Filipino 
community, each one featuring a modified Jets logo emblazoned with 
cultural symbols. 

The best part: Dalayoan created the design himself. 

Jonato Dalayoan wears the Winnipeg Jets warm-up jersey he designed 
for the inaug- ural Winnipeg Jets Filipino Heritage Night. 

The jersey’s crest — which features the traditional Jets logo decorated by 
a trio of five-pointed stars, an intricate pattern and a golden sun (a 
symbol featured on the Filipino flag) — was the product of a partnership 
between Dalayoan and True North Sports and Entertainment in honour of 
the first annual Winnipeg Jets Filipino Heritage Night on Nov. 8. 

“It was like a dream come true, to do something not only for the Winnipeg 
Jets, but for my community,” Dalayoan said. 
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He describes the moment he saw the players on the ice as surreal, in 
part because it was the first time he’d been so close to the action. Sitting 
in Section 102 is a far cry from the “nosebleeds,” he joked, speaking in a 
phone interview two days after the event. 

“When you work on something for a while, and you’re so close to it… 
you’re always visualizing what it would be like, but until you’re there and 
seeing it in action — it’s special,” Dalayoan said. “It’s one thing for it to be 
something I designed and worked on, but then it’s another thing for it to 
be specifically for my heritage and my culture.” 

TNSE approached Dalayoan in mid-August, asking him to prepare 
artwork to adorn the warm-up jerseys. It was a humbling and welcome 
challenge for the 45-year-old graphic designer who was born and raised 
in Winnipeg and spent his youth playing ball hockey on the city’s streets. 

He knew which symbols he’d like to include in the logo, and his decades 
of professional experience made him well prepared to design it, but that 
doesn’t mean the pressure wasn’t on. 

“You’re trying to represent a community and integrate it into a logo that’s 
already established, and do it in a way that’s tasteful and aesthetically 
pleasing,” Dalayoan said, adding the biggest challenge was creating the 
intricate pattern encircling the trademark Winnipeg jet. 

“It was like a dream come true, to do something not only for the Winnipeg 
Jets, but for my community,” Dalayoan said of the logo design he created 
for the first annual Winnipeg Jets Filipino Heritage Night. 

Traditionally, Filipino people use patterns to distinguish between 
communities and regions. To avoid misrepresentation, he created a “new 
school” tribal pattern unique to Winnipeg. The final design is a nod to the 
history of the Philippines, a reference to a time before colonial influence, 
he said. 

“It’s not very often that (Filipino people) get to share our culture, nor do 
we get to see it very much on TV or just on other mainstream events 
so… it goes beyond the logo. You could see it in the Filipino community, 
how they were wanting to celebrate and be celebrated,” he said. 

With 80,110 people reporting as Filipino in the 2021 Statistics Canada 
census, the community accounts for roughly 10 per cent of Winnipeg’s 
population. 

“For me, it represents acknowledgment and integration of our culture into 
Canadian culture… it makes sense because we are such a large group 
here in Winnipeg,” Dalayoan said. “We’re friendly, accepting, 
hardworking, funny, we like to laugh, and we’re resilient.” 

The Winnipeg Jets wore the Filipino heritage jersey throughout their 
warmup, swapping into their ensemble before puck drop against the 
Dallas Stars. 

The team would have liked to wear the jerseys during the game, but NHL 
rules prevent them from doing so. Getting a new jersey approved for 
regulation play is a long process, said Dorian Morphy, TNSE’s vice-
president of marketing. 

Filipino Heritage Night also featured appearances from prominent 
community members, special game-day hosts and performances by the 
Filipino Choir Musica. 

Food vendors at Canada Life Centre served a specialized menu, with 
tasty treats like pork and vegetable lumpia, pork skewers and a Filipino 
Jet dog, dressed up with battered shrimp and pickled jalapeños. 

The Jets went on to smash the Dallas Stars with a score of 5-1, but not 
before Stars’ forward Jason Robertson, whose mom is Filipino, scored 
the game’s opening goal. 

“Right from the anthem, you could feel the energy in the building,” 
Morphy said, adding merch bearing the custom logo was wildly popular, 
with nearly 2,000 T-shirts and hoodies sold last week — enough to make 
TNSE order additional stock to meet the demand. 

A portion of the merch sales will go toward various Filipino initiatives, and 
the warm-up jerseys will go up for auction later this month, also in 
support of the community, Morphy said. 

The auction begins Thursday and runs until Nov. 27. Interested buyers 
can place bids at auctions.nhl.com/WinnipegJets. 

The Filipino culture is the second TNSE has celebrated with a special 
night. 

The organization introduced the practice in 2019 with its first-annual 
Winnipeg Aboriginal Sport Achievement Centre night, also known as 
WASAC night. The event, which also features culturally inspired merch, 
food and entertainment, was an instant success, and other NHL markets 
have since reached out to the TNSE team for advice on creating similar 
events, Morphy said. 

Mark Scheifele and other Winnipeg Jets wear special edition Filipino 
Heritage warm-up jerseys before playing the Dallas Stars Nov. 8. 

“We see this as a long-term thing because Winnipeg is such a 
multicultural city… what better way to celebrate that than to highlight 
different communities,” Morphy said. “We just want to make sure we are 
speaking to all fans.” 

On Feb. 11, TNSE will host another heritage night in honour of the South 
Asian community. Puck drop is 9 p.m., and the Jets face the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 
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Dubois' brilliance for Jets extending past goals and assists 

 

Scott Billeck 

 

SEATTLE — Let’s make one thing clear: The Winnipeg Jets come away 
from their hasty two-game weekend jaunt into the Pacific Division empty-
handed if Pierre-Luc Dubois doesn’t absorb a stiff right hand to the back 
of his head. 

The Jets don’t get put back on the power play with less than half a 
minute left in the third period, and aren’t manufacturing the madness in 
front of the Seattle Kraken net to produce a last-second game-tying goal. 

Sunday night’s story from Climate Pledge Arena, underneath the duelling 
jumbotrons known simply by locals as the “Twins,” looks a lot different if 
Dubois doesn’t stick his shoulder into the chest of Kraken defenceman 
Carson Soucy while the two were jockeying for position in Seattle’s zone. 

The tale from Sunday would have simply read that, for the second night 
running, a former Jets player plunged the final dagger into their former 
club, sealing the victory for their current one. 

But Dubois, who blends his powerful, at times dominant, skill set with the 
detested qualities of a pest, simply proved too irresistible for Soucy to 
pass up a late opportunity to snag his pound of flesh late. 

The punch was a godsend, if you can call it that. 

Soucy won the skirmish, sending Dubois face-first to the ice after the two 
hacked and slashed each other in the buildup to a strike that’s 
considered illegal in the UFC. 

Yet it was Dubois who helped win the war. 

Dubois’ play reminds you of Boston’s Brad Marchand in the way he’s 
able to penetrate the surface of the skin with an unmistakable irritation, 
yet can finesse a puck into the back of the net on offence. 
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And while Marchand struggled with retaliating in similar situations early 
on in his career, it was Dubois’ level-headedness, even after his noggin 
got smacked around, that really stood out. 

He wasn’t licking anyone, for instance. 

The 24-year-old was clearly shaken up, which would have lessened the 
natural instinct to lash back out. But he also seemed content to stand 
close to the Seattle bench — Soucy already planted in the penalty box 
across the ice — barking at Kraken forward Andre Burakovsky, who had 
drilled Nate Schmidt from behind earlier in the game, sparking a brawl. 

Karma is a so and so, Dubois probably said in a more Rated R manner. 

“He’s a big man and … he has that ability to upset the opposition,” Jets 
head coach Rick Bowness mused after the game. “They know he’s out 
there. And he kept his cool. The guy gave him a pretty good cross-check 
and he kept his cool. That’s just as important. If you want to get under 
their skin, that’s one thing. But you have to have that discipline not to 
retaliate and he didn’t and that’s huge.” 

Dubois is a maestro when it comes to treading the legal/illegal line on the 
ice. 

He dances a dance that few can, employing magician-level sleight of 
hand when he locks horns with an opponent. Often, if he’s going to the 
box, he’s dragging a rival along with him. 

There’s a reason why he led the NHL in penalties drawn last season (and 
quite possibly why he also paced the league in penalties taken). 

Dubois’ game within the game is something to behold. It’s fun to track 
night in and night out. 

And perhaps what makes it so special is how he keeps his head about 
him. 

Well, almost. 

Dubois came very close to crossing that proverbial line on Saturday night 
in Winnipeg’s 3-2 loss to the Calgary Flames. 

He was up to his usual tricks in the game, taking Blake Coleman to the 
box with him, with Dubois rung up for hooking and Coleman dinged for 
holding. If only we could ask the men in zebra stripes about their 
decisions in the game. 

Coleman was fined the maximum $5,000 allowed under the CBA on 
Sunday for slew-footing Dubois — not hold, which was the initial call. 
Likewise, Dubois hadn’t hooked anyone during the play as both players 
raced toward Connor Hellebuyck’s crease. 

It was a bizarre call on both sides, calls seemingly made up at the 
moment because the ref figured there had to be an infraction as 400-plus 
pounds of combined NHLer weight crashed into the ice. 

Where things could have gone off the rails for Dubois was later in the 
second period when he was sprung on a breakaway, only to be whistled 
at for offside. 

Dubois, frustrated, fired the puck into the corner, which seemed to draw 
the ire of Flames netminder Jacob Markstrom. Markstrom, in turn, stuck 
his knee out to trip Dubois, who was still carrying speed through the 
zone. 

Now furious, it took 6-foot-6, 250-pound defenceman Nikita Zadorov and 
former Jets forward Trevor Lewis to hold Dubois back from mauling 
Markstrom. 

Dubois didn’t hold back post-game, calling it a dirty and dangerous play. 
Based on all of the replays available, he has a strong case. Markstrom 
was given a tripping penalty for his efforts. 

It was one of the rare times when you saw Dubois enraged to such a 
degree that no prisoners, including an opposing goalie, would be taken. 

“He’s just a big body and he gets into a lot of the dirty areas,” Blake 
Wheeler said following Sunday’s tilt in Seattle. “He’s just got a little bit of 
that mindset, you know? I think he impacts the game in a lot of really 
positive ways for our team and seems to find his way under the other 
team’s skin a lot, too. For a big boy to play with a little bit of an edge, I 
think that’s a good step for him.” 

The good news for the Jets is that he’s on their side. 

Dubois is up to seven goals and 12 points in 14 games this season and 
is contributing away from the scoresheet as well. It’s a pivotal year for 
both Dubois and the Jets, with the former looking to maximize his earning 
potential and the latter hoping those earnings come on checks stamped 
with a Jets logo. 

He keeps on proving he’s worth every penny. 
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Ates: The Winnipeg Jets deserve more respect than they’re getting so far 

 

Murat Ates 

 

Blake Wheeler called it a “setup” game — the implication being that 
Winnipeg was set up to lose in Seattle by virtue of its own schedule. 

The argument in his favour is clear. Winnipeg was up against more than 
a back-to-back; it was a back-to-back with an earlier start time and a late 
flight to Seattle from Calgary. The Jets’ Saturday night game in Calgary 
ended roughly 19 hours before their game in Seattle began. Wheeler 
also cited the change in time zones from Central to Mountain to Pacific 
— a challenge that sometimes sounds dubious and is difficult to quantify 
— before offering a surprise challenge that everyone will empathize with: 
the Jets were made to wait an hour at the American border on Saturday 
night. In the end, Winnipeg’s players and staff got to their hotel at 2 a.m. 
before a 5 p.m. puck drop. 

“But that’s where you find out about your team,” Wheeler concluded. “We 
stayed in the fight and I thought we played a better game tonight than we 
did last night too so I think that says a lot about our team.” 

And that’s the thing. Wheeler may have told reporters in Seattle that he 
felt “set up” to lose by Winnipeg’s 20-hour turnaround but, with five 
seconds left on the clock, there he was on Seattle’s doorstep, battling for 
space, winning the fight for a loose puck and scoring the 300th goal of 
his NHL career. In fact, the moment Josh Morrissey collected Mark 
Scheifele’s missed shot and passed to Neal Pionk at the point in a last-
ditch, goalie-pulled effort for a tying goal, Wheeler bolted from the corner 
to the front of the net. At the tail end of the fatiguing back-to-back, the 36-
year-old former captain’s effort was a triumph of speed over 
circumstance — of willpower over woe-is-me. 

Then Scheifele stole the puck from Andre Burakovsky in overtime, setting 
up the two-on-one with Morrissey that won Winnipeg’s “setup game.” The 
Jets improved to 9-4-1, reclaiming first place in the Central Division (via a 
tiebreaker over Dallas) and claiming the fourth-best points percentage in 
the NHL. 

A top-down analysis yields some concern. Winnipeg’s fourth-best points 
percentage is built, in part, on a 4-1 record in overtime. Its division-
leading foundation is a spectacular early-season stretch of play from 
Connor Hellebuyck. And yet, there they were, winning a supposedly 
unwinnable game — and deservedly so, if you like your analysis backed 
up by flow of play. Wheeler was absolutely right — the Jets’ effort was 
much better — and there was a long stretch of play before Wheeler’s 
game-tying goal where you could realistically imagine Winnipeg scoring 
in a way that wasn’t there against Calgary. 
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But you know what? As much as I love picking apart the process so that I 
can write “the sky is not falling” after a 2-3 start or temper expectations 
for the NHL’s fourth-best team right now, sometimes it gets aggravating 
to watch the Jets get the short end of the stick from coverage outside 
Winnipeg. 

I know it’s not good manners to speak out of turn about the national 
powers that be. I recognize that the Jets’ year-over-year improvement 
has been from disastrous to pretty good as opposed to a transformation 
into an elite, dominant team. 

That’s why I’ll keep my criticism close to home. 

It is absurd that Winnipeg’s 8-3-1 start was limited to 13th place in the 
NHL Power Rankings at The Athletic last week. Sean Gentille was 
absolutely right to add nuance, highlighting Hellebuyck’s incredible goals 
saved above expectation. I’m grateful that he included my tweet, wherein 
I tried to show that the Jets’ season has been a tale of many different 
storylines. It was just a little bit funny to see the Jets seven spots behind 
the Stars team which they’d just beaten for top spot in the division. 

That was Friday. On Saturday, we  

Published our updated NHL season predictions and Winnipeg 
skyrocketed from earning 10 percent of our preseason votes to make the 
playoffs to 90 percent in the updated ranking. 

And yet the only mention of the Jets in the discussion was to use them as 
a foil to highlight other teams. Sure, Hellebuyck has been great — so 
great so as to justify calling Winnipeg a mid-tier team in the power 
rankings — but can we use that to discuss the rise of Ilya Sorokin? No 
team came from further back in our playoff projections to rank so highly, 
according to our own votes, and yet four terrific writers who I hold in high 
esteem discuss other items for four paragraphs before Shayna Goldman 
adds, “But the Jets are a big surprise and could take out another of 2021-
22’s contenders.” 

I don’t single out our own team of national writers because I believe they 
are unique in their papering over Winnipeg story items. In fact, I tend to 
believe that the coverage from most national outlets reflects this same 
“Winnipeg as a footnote” way of addressing Jets issues. By keeping my 
criticism close to home, I can limit it to people I’ve met in person — 
people who I genuinely like and admire. I do it because I can politely let 
them know in advance of publishing this story that I think they’re missing 
out. 

Hellebuyck is a legitimate Vezina Trophy candidate and deserves to lead 
the way in our voting at this time — as he does. 

Morrissey is probably coming from too far back to warrant Norris Trophy 
discussion and that’s fine. If he keeps up his phenomenal start, 
particularly in driving the Jets’ offence, I have to believe his name will 
enter the conversation. Cole Perfetti, though? It feels genuinely strange 
for him to be fourth in rookie scoring but absent from an eight-player list 
of Calder Trophy candidates. 

National media has finally caught on to Kyle Connor, with TV broadcasts 
calling him “underrated” so many times the word has lost its meaning. 
Nikolaj Ehlers’ injury obscures his value but there is an argument to be 
made that he’s an even more valuable winger, given he’s scored more 
often at five-on-five than Wheeler did in the prime of his career. 
Wheeler’s prime, by the way, saw him feature as a top-10 player in the 
NHL. 

As I’ve written before: At five-on-five, Wheeler was one of the league’s 
best right wingers for the better part of a decade while no one outside of 
Winnipeg seemed to notice. 

From 2011-12, Wheeler’s first full season with the Jets, to 2016-17, he 
scored the fourth most even strength points in the NHL and appeared in 
zero All-Star games. Seriously, the scoring race in that time is Patrick 
Kane, Sidney Crosby, Jamie Benn, Wheeler and then John Tavares at 
No. 5 — a who’s who of franchise players — and Wheeler is ahead of the 
more celebrated Alex Ovechkin, Evgeni Malkin and Jonathan Toews. 

It seemed Sunday in Seattle that Wheeler entered the penalty box in the 
second period as a 36-year-old veteran and emerged from it as the elite, 
mid-2010s play driver he used to be. He took over shifts, clearly playing 
with a degree of anger in the aftermath of his penalty, and was full value 
for the game-tying goal. He’s clearly gone through the wringer this 
season, watching as his captaincy was removed, and isn’t the dominant 
five-on-five player he used to be but, for me, part of Wheeler’s complex 
legacy will always be the way he got overlooked for leaguewide 
recognition when he was one of the NHL’s best. 

I worry about the exact same thing happening to Ehlers’ play-driving or 
Connor’s goal scoring in the 2020s. I think it’s funny that Hellebuyck can 
be lauded as the reason for Winnipeg’s success on one day and then 
used as a foil to highlight other Vezina candidates the next. I also 
recognize that going from bad to pretty good isn’t as remarkable of a 
story as it could be if the Jets were running teams out of buildings on 
their way to the league’s fourth-best points percentage. 

Still, it’s about time to recognize that there is something special 
happening in Winnipeg — and it’s not all good vibes and great 
goaltending. 
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NHL Draft 2023 top prospects: Connor Bedard, Adam Fantilli lead Corey 
Pronman’s list 

 

Corey Pronman 

 

Today I release my first in-season ranking of the 2023 NHL Draft. 

While it’s still very early on in the draft process, 2023 looks like an above-
average draft class. This is primarily due to the four horses at the top of 
the class. My top four ranked prospects, for example, would have likely 
been my No. 1 ranked player in both the 2022 and 2021 drafts, although 
the fourth-ranked player, Leo Carlsson, would have been a debate. 

After you get past the top four players, the draft looks a little deeper than 
your typical pool. At this time of year I usually have 25-28 players with 
high grades on my list; as of now I’m at 33. This draft is also very 
positionally tilted. You’d have to go back to the 2012 draft to see this kind 
of disparity between forward and defense talent, as this draft is flush with 
great forwards and particularly centers, and looks light on top 
defensemen. This is also a strong goalie draft, with two goaltender who 
have strong chances to be picked in the first round. 

Connor Bedard is my No. 1-ranked prospect and still looks like a 
potentially franchise-altering player, but the gap between him and the No. 
2-ranked player, Adam Fantilli, is a lot smaller than I thought it would be 
at the start of the season, and a legit debate is emerging about the two in 
NHL circles. 

Projected elite NHL player (Tier 1) 

1. Connor Bedard, C, Regina (WHL) 

Jul. 17, 2005 | 5′ 9.75″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected elite NHL player 

Analysis: Bedard is a true No. 1 pick who is the type of prospect you 
hope changes the trajectory of your franchise if he hits. Bedard has 
looked awesome to start the season but hasn’t looked like a runaway no-
doubt-he’s-going-number-one yet. Still, he’s a game-breaker, as any 
given shift for Bedard at the junior level can lead to a highlight reel. He 
has tremendous individual skill and creativity, while also being an elite 
passer and goal-scorer who can make highly skilled plays at an NHL 
pace. He’s the most imaginative player with the puck on the ice while 
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also being a goal-scoring threat from the dots. Bedard is also a highly 
competitive center who forces turnovers and is hard on pucks. His size 
and frame are the only issues in his game and may cause questions 
about whether he is 100 percent an NHL center. Otherwise, everything 
else about him screams impact pro. 

Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star (Tier 2) 

2. Adam Fantilli, C, Michigan (BIG10) 

Oct. 12, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Analysis: Fantilli has been off to an incredible start to his freshman 
season, looking like the best first-year draft eligible in college hockey 
since Jack Eichel. Fantilli is a player who looks like a pro and it is easy to 
imagine him becoming a great NHL player. He’s got a huge frame, 
skates well and competes hard. He wins a lot of battles and isn’t shy to 
use his big frame to lay out opponents. He has legit high-end skill and 
can make incredibly skilled plays at full speed. His playmaking is good, 
not as good as his skill and power elements, but he can make difficult 
plays while also being a shot threat too. He has the potential to be a star 
No. 1 center in the NHL and his season to date has created intrigue and 
debate around the first overall spot in this draft. 

3. Matvei Michkov, RW, Ska Neva St. Petersburg (RUSSIA-2) 

Dec. 9, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble elite NHL player and NHL All-Star 

Analysis: Michkov missed the first month of the season due to an injury. 
When healthy, though, he’s an electric offensive player. His skill and 
hockey sense both get very high grades. He’s one of the most creative 
and intelligent offensive players I’ve seen in the last few years. He 
combines his incredible skill with a true elite goal-scoring instinct and 
shot. He can make plays at a high level, but Michkov is a finisher who will 
score a lot of goals as a pro. He’s an undersized winger who is a fine 
skater but lacks true separation speed so it will be interesting to see how 
much damage he can do as a pro in the near future. Also, he’s signed in 
the KHL through the 2025-26 season. 

Projected NHL All-Star (Tier 3) 

4. Leo Carlsson, C, Orebro (SWEDEN) 

Dec. 26, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 198 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected NHL All-Star 

Analysis: Carlsson has come out of the gates flying in Sweden. He looks 
like a pro despite being a first-year draft eligible, with a big, sturdy frame 
and the ability to win a lot of puck battles versus men. Carlsson has so 
much that’s attractive from an NHL perspective. His skill, hockey sense 
and compete level are all excellent. He’s able to create a ton of offense in 
the high-percentage areas with game-breaking skill elements to boot. His 
only drawback is a lack of true separation speed, so he’ll need to rely on 
his power and compete when he gets to the league, but he has the 
potential to be a star and has a real chance to break up the somewhat 
consensus top three players in the draft. 

Projected top-of-the-lineup player (Tier 5) 

5. William Smith, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 17, 2005 | 5′ 11.75″ | 178 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected top-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Smith is the top player on the program this season. There’s a 
lot about his game to be excited about. He has a lot of individual skill and 
is a strong skater. He’s thus able to beat a lot of defenders one-on-one 
and can break shifts open. Smith is a high-end playmaker who can make 
a lot of difficult plays on the move. He’s also a strong goal-scorer who is 
a threat to finish from mid-range. I think he works hard enough and has 
shown he can kill penalties. He’s an average-sized forward, but his game 

has pace and a style of play that will translate to the pro game to go with 
a dynamic flair. 

6. Dalibor Dvorsky, C, Aik (SWEDEN-2) 

Jun. 15, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 201 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected top-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Dvorsky has been up and down between the J20 and 
Allsvenskan levels this season but when he’s played versus men he’s 
looked quite good. He is a player with a ton of offensive ability and is 
deadly within the offensive zone due to a great combination of skill, vision 
and a shot that is a legit threat from range. Dvorsky can pick apart 
defenses and a power play can run through him. His biggest issue is 
footspeed as his game lacks the pace for higher levels and to make a 
dent versus men. His work rate is good enough but he’s not an overly 
physical player either. Thus there’s a chance he may need to be moved 
to the wing in the NHL. His offense combined with decent size and skill 
makes him a highly enticing prospect with a lot of offensive potential. 

Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player (Tier 6) 

7. Eduard Sale, LW, Brno (CZECHIA) 

Mar. 10, 2005 | 6′ 2.0″ | 174 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Sale has looked like he’s belonged versus men so far this 
season and it’s not surprising given how talented he is. He’s a good-
sized winger who skates well and has legit offensive abilities. He can 
make highly-skilled plays on the move and is someone who can run a 
power play off the flank as well. He’s not going to ever run guys over, but 
he gives an honest effort every night. On an NHL team, I don’t think he’ll 
ever be the best on a club at any one thing, but he has a lot of NHL 
attributes that could make him a quality top-six winger. 

8. Brayden Yager, C, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jan. 3, 2005 | 5′ 10.5″ | 166 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Yager hasn’t scored a ton in the WHL yet this season, but he 
was arguably the best player at the Hlinka Gretzky this summer. Yager is 
a player with a pro-style game. He plays with a lot of speed and energy, 
showing the ability to carry pucks up the ice and make skilled plays with 
pace. He’s not the biggest center, but Yager plays hard, showing a 
commitment to making plays without the puck and winning a lot of 
battles. His main offensive weapon is his shot, which is high end, but he 
does have the slick hands and vision to beat defenses in other ways. At 
his size there will be minor questions about whether he’s an actual NHL 
center but the way he plays makes me think he has a reasonable chance 
to stick down the middle. 

9. David Reinbacher, D, Kloten (SWISS) 

Oct. 25, 2004 | 6′ 2.0″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Reinbacher is the latest product of the suddenly resurgent 
wave of Austrian talent and has quickly emerged as the best defense 
prospect in the 2022 draft. He’s been playing a real role in the top 
Switzerland league, albeit not on an overly strong club and producing a 
lot of offense versus men. He’s a mobile, 6-foot-2 right-shot defenseman 
who can contribute at both ends. Reinbacher’s gap control is strong, 
killing a lot of plays due to his feet and reach even if he’s not overly 
physical. He’s able to both skate and pass pucks up ice. His offensive 
touch isn’t elite, but he has creativity with the puck and makes good 
decisions. There’s a lot in his game that looks like a potential top-four 
defenseman in the NHL. 

10. Daniil But, LW, Yaroslavl Jr. (RUSSIA-JR.) 

Feb. 15, 2005 | 6′ 5.0″ | 203 pounds | Shoots right 
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Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: But has been an excellent junior in Russia over the last year. 
He’s got legit offensive abilities to go with a big, powerful frame. But has 
very good hands and vision, and can be quite creative in the offensive 
zone. His shot is also a weapon, and his ability to both make and finish 
plays makes him a threat. He’s not blazing quick, but he’s a strong skater 
for his size who can get around the ice more than well enough to go with 
a decent compete level. You put it all together and it’s a package that 
should translate to a quality scoring winger versus men. 

11. Nate Danielson, C, Brandon (WHL) 

Sep. 27, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 185 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Danielson is a well-rounded center who has been an excellent 
player in junior. He has the skill and hockey sense to make a lot of plays 
inside the offensive zone, while also having the NHL body and skating 
ability to make you think he will be able to make those kinds of plays at 
higher levels. Danielson can drive the play due to his brain, feet and 
compete down the middle. You’d like to see a little more consistent 
finishing touch from him, but I think he has that kind of offense in him. 

12. Zach Benson, LW, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 12, 2005 | 5′ 9.0″ | 160 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Benson has been a great junior player during his time in the 
WHL with a lot of runway still left to go. He’s got a ton of skill and 
creativity, being a true offensive threat anytime he’s near the puck in the 
offensive zone. Benson lacks ideal size at 5-foot-9, but he plays hard, 
getting his nose dirty and winning more battles than you’d expect. It’s 
really his frame combined with a lack of separation speed that concerns 
scouts for the higher levels. I think he’s so intelligent and skilled, and 
elusive enough that he’ll find a way to make a difference versus men. 

13. Dmitri Simashev, D, Yaroslavl (RUSSIA) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 6′ 4.0″ | 200 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Simashev made a strong KHL team out of camp as a 17-year-
old defenseman before being sent to junior where he’s looked strong. 
He’s a toolsy defenseman as a 6-foot-4 blueliner who skates well for his 
size. He’s not dynamic offensively, but he has good puck skills, can make 
a strong outlet pass and makes some plays from the offensive blue line. 
He’s smooth and solid defensively, being good on his gaps and retrievals 
even if not overly physical. There’s a lot of NHL and pro upside in his 
game. 

Middle-of-the-lineup player or starting goaltender (Tier 7) 

14. Oliver Moore, C, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 22, 2005 | 5′ 11.0″ | 188 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Moore isn’t on the top USA line with Smith, Perreault and 
Leonard but is still scoring at a good pace to begin the season. What 
makes Moore so intriguing is his skating ability. He’s one of the best — if 
not the best — skaters in the draft, with explosive speed and strong edge 
work. He combines that with very good puck skills and the ability to make 
some plays to his teammates. I don’t view him as a run-the-power-play 
type of guy as a pro, but he’ll generate a ton of controlled entries and 
score at a solid clip due to the skating, skill and a strong work rate. 

15. Matthew Wood, RW, Uconn (H-EAST) 

Feb. 6, 2005 | 6′ 3.5″ | 193 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: After a tough Hlinka Gretzky, Wood has played well in college 
for UConn. He’s a very gifted offensive player. Wood has very good 
hands and even better offensive IQ to go with a strong shot. He’s 
dangerous inside the offensive zone and on the power play due to the 
various ways he can beat defenses. Wood is a big winger, but his skating 
is a major issue. I thought the college pace would be an issue for him 
and hold him back, but that it hasn’t shows how good the rest of his 
game is. 

16. Ryan Leonard, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 5′ 11.5″ | 190 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Leonard is a versatile winger with a lot of elements to his game 
that an NHL coach will covet. He’s a strong skater who competes well, 
with a direct style of play. He combines with that a high-skill level, and an 
ability to make highly skilled plays with the puck at full speed. There’s 
enough playmaking in his game to go with his strong finishing ability to 
make me think he will have offense at the top level. There’s nothing really 
high-end about his game though and he’s average sized so whether he 
excites you enough will be the debate with Leonard. 

17. Calum Ritchie, C, Oshawa (OHL) 

Jan. 21, 2005 | 6′ 1.75″ | 187 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Ritchie is a bit of a frustrating prospect because he’s very 
talented but hasn’t been overly productive to begin this season. He’s 6-
foot-2, a strong skater, and has a lot of skill and playmaking ability. He 
has the puck-on-a-string type of hands and can make tough plays at fast 
speeds. Ritchie is a very good passer who hits seams consistently. You 
combine all that with the fact he can play the middle and it makes him a 
very enticing pro prospect, even though I don’t think he’s a lock to stay 
there in the NHL. His ability to compete isn’t a major strength but I think 
it’s good enough given how good the rest of his toolkit is to become a 
strong pro. You would like to see him add more consistency to his game, 
though. 

18. Charlie Stramel, C, Wisconsin (BIG10) 

Oct. 15, 2004 | 6′ 3.0″ | 212 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Stramel has been off to a slow start with Wisconsin this season, 
and I don’t expect a ton of points going forward given he doesn’t have 
much of a supporting cast. There’s a lot about his game to like. He’s a 6-
foot-3 center who can skate well and plays a highly physical brand of 
hockey. He’s not just a brute as he has very good puck skills and can 
make some plays, even though his pure offensive upside and overall 
hockey IQ are the big area of debate in his game. I’ve seen enough 
offense from him in junior to believe he has more to give. Even if he 
doesn’t score at a high rate as a pro, if he’s a big, fast, physical center 
with solid offense that offers a lot of value. 

19. Colby Barlow, LW, Owen Sound (OHL) 

Feb. 14, 2005 | 5′ 11.75″ | 195 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Barlow has gotten off to a solid start in the OHL after a 
promising underage season and Hlinka. I see a lot of things in his game 
that will translate to higher levels. Barlow is a strong skater who 
competes well. He has great offensive skills and can shoot the puck, 
making him a threat on the power play, but he’s also a short-handed 
threat who kills penalties well. I don’t think his offensive touch is ever 
going to be that exciting, but I think there will be enough scoring to his 
game to be a good player. 

20. Otto Stenberg, C, Frolunda Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 
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May. 29, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Stenberg has been off to a bit of a slow start in Sweden after 
being a top player at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup. Stenberg is a well-rounded 
forward. He is a strong skater with good hands who can be a threat in 
transition. He’s not a dynamic offensive player, but he sees the ice well, 
can beat defenders one-on-one and can finish from range. Stenberg isn’t 
the biggest winger, but he gives an honest effort every night and doesn’t 
shy from going into traffic. 

21. Michael Hrabal, G, Omaha (USHL) 

Jan. 20, 2005 | 6′ 6.25″ | 209 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Analysis: Hrabal has come out of the gates hot with an impressive Hlinka 
Gretzky and a strong early USHL season. The tools are obvious as a 6-
foot-6 goalie who moves quite well for his size. Hrabal also displays good 
sense and technique in his game, being square to the play often. He is 
efficient in his movements but can make the tough saves across his 
crease when he needs to. Goalie performance can be volatile so we’ll 
see how the rest of his season goes, but in some games, he’s stolen or 
come close early on, which, with his tools, points to a first-round goalie. 

22. Mikhail Gulyayev, D, Omsk (RUSSIA) 

Apr. 26, 2005 | 5′ 11.0″ | 172 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Gulyayev has spent most of the season up versus pros and in 
the KHL specifically. He’s looked like he belongs at that level even in 
limited minutes. Gulyayev is a highly intelligent and creative puck-mover 
who skates well and can make tough plays at a quick pace. He has all 
the makings of a power-play quarterback in the NHL. Due to his size, 
how well he’ll defend in the NHL will be a question, but I think he’ll be a 
decent enough defender due to his skating and brain especially given the 
high amount of offense he will generate. 

23. Gabriel Perreault, RW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 7, 2005 | 5′ 10.75″ | 165 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Perreault has put up big numbers to begin the season on that 
top USNTDP line. Offense is the calling card of his game. He is a very 
skilled and intelligent winger. Perreault makes highly creative plays with 
the puck at a high rate, both off the perimeter and in small areas. His 
puck game is NHL power play quality, but the debate with him is whether 
a 5-foot-11 winger without great speed has a role on an NHL team. He’s 
not overly physical, but he gets to the net and has enough compete in his 
game to give himself a real shot to make it. 

24. Kasper Halttunen, RW, Hifk (FINLAND) 

Jun. 7, 2005 | 6′ 2.75″ | 207 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Halttunen has been up and down so far this season. He was 
very good in a brief time at the junior level in Finland, but had a tough 
Hlinka Gretzky and is getting limited minutes in Liiga. There’s no 
doubting the offensive ability he has. Halttunen is very skilled and his 
shot is a threat from range. Combined with the fact he has a large frame 
and there’s a lot to like. Halttunen has a heavy stride though and his 
compete can be in and out. When he’s on, he’s a physical presence with 
offense but Halttunen doesn’t always show up. 

25. Samuel Honzek, LW, Vancouver (WHL) 

Nov. 12, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Honzek has been off to a strong start since coming to North 
America, being a top scorer for his WHL team while playing on both 
special teams. Honzek is a large winger who moves well for his size and 
competes well enough to get to the interior parts of the offfensive zones. I 
don’t think his pure skill will ever dazzle you, but he has enough hands 
and vision to make plays as a pro and provide offense. The total package 
is very intriguing from an NHL projection standpoint, especially if he’s 
developed more scoring touch than I saw from him the prior season. 

26. Caden Price, D, Kelowna (WHL) 

Aug. 24, 2005 | 6′ 0.25″ | 186 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Price’s season has started off quite well, being an important 
part of Canada’s U18 team and then playing huge minutes for Kelowna. 
Price is a strong skater who can skate pucks up ice well, and can close 
effectively on his checks. He has good skill with the puck and can take an 
extra second with the puck to make a play. He’s not the most physically 
imposing defenseman either in size or with his physical play, but he 
works hard and gives an honest effort every night making me think he’ll 
be able to defend as a pro with his strong mobility. 

27. Lukas Dragicevic, D, Tri-City (WHL) 

Apr. 25, 2005 | 6′ 1.0″ | 192 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Dragicevic has been off to a great start in the WHL, as the 17-
year-old defenseman is scoring at well over a point per game. Dragicevic 
can make tough plays off the rush and creating from the point with his 
skill and offensive instincts. His skating is a point of debate. I’ve talked to 
several scouts who take issue with his skating but personally I’ve rated it 
as an asset. I see some escapability in his game and ability to transition 
pucks with his feet. Dragicevic’s defending may never be his biggest 
asset but I think it’s good enough. 

28. Theo Lindstein, D, Brynas Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 5, 2005 | 6′ 0.5″ | 180 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Lindstein hasn’t gotten off to a hot start offensively this season, 
but he isn’t the flashiest player to begin with. His game is quiet but 
effective. He’s a strong skater who can kill a lot of rushes and transport 
pucks up ice. He’s a smart puck-mover who makes a great first pass and 
has some blue-line poise even though I don’t view him as a power-play 
type in the NHL. You’re hoping he’ll be a solid two-way defender as a 
pro. 

29. Maxim Strbak, D, Sioux Falls (USHL) 

Apr. 13, 2005 | 6′ 1.5″ | 205 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Strbak is a good all-around defenseman who has been fine in 
the USHL but has looked very good internationally. He’s a tall right-shot 
who is mobile and makes a lot of stops due to his reach, feet and his 
strong compete level. He didn’t score much in Finland’s junior league, but 
I think he has some offense in his game. I don’t see him as a top puck-
mover in the NHL, but his hands and brain are good enough to make 
plays at higher levels and provide secondary offense to go with his strong 
defensive play. He has a lot of potential for the pro game. 

30. Koehn Ziemmer, RW, Prince George (WHL) 

Dec. 8, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 204 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Ziemmer had generated a lot of offense this season and in 
general during his WHL career. He is a highly skilled and creative 
forward. Ziemmer has high-end hands and beats a lot of defenders one-
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on-one. He has the brain to run a power play and makes tough plays 
consistently at even strength. Ziemmer has the offensive touch, it’s all 
about whether his style of play will work in the NHL given his so-so 
footspeed, semi-awkward skating stride and average compete level. I 
think he’s so talented it will work, but while he’s been a decent junior 
center, it’s likely his style pushes him to the wing in the NHL. 

31. Ethan Gauthier, RW, Sherbrooke (QMJHL) 

Jan. 26, 2005 | 5′ 11.25″ | 176 pounds | Shoots right 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Gauthier has been an important part of a top QMJHL team in 
Sherbrooke over the last year and was a top player for Canada at the 
Hlinka. He’s got a ton of skill and offensive IQ. He can beat defenders 
one-on-one at a high rate, making creative plays in small areas and 
showing he can create a lot for his teammates too. He has shown a lot of 
offense in junior, but as a 5-foot-11 winger who lacks NHL quickness, the 
question is going to be how his game translates to higher levels. I think 
because he competes quite well, and plays in the high-traffic areas he’ll 
be able to score as a pro. 

32. Carson Bjarnason, G, Brandon (WHL) 

Jun. 30, 2005 | 6′ 3.0″ | 186 pounds | Catches left 

Tier: Projected starting goaltender 

Analysis: Bjarnason has been off to a scorching start to his WHL season. 
He’s stolen several games already and looked consistently impactful, and 
that’s something you don’t often say about a 17-year-old goalie in the 
CHL. He’s got decent size at 6-foot-3, to go with very good quickness 
and the ability to make the tough saves. His hockey IQ is probably his 
best trait though. Bjarnason is consistently square with pucks, and makes 
difficult stops seem easy due to how well he reads and reacts to the play. 
He has a lot of NHL potential. 

33. Andrew Cristall, LW, Kelowna (WHL) 

Feb. 4, 2005 | 5′ 9.5″ | 167 pounds | Shoots left 

Tier: Projected middle-of-the-lineup player 

Analysis: Cristall has been off to a strong start in junior, and has overall 
been a big points producer in his WHL career to date. There’s no 
doubting the skill, creativity and vision in his game. Cristall can make a 
lot of difficult plays with the puck and do so under pressure. The 
questions on him, though, surround his size and skating as he’s got a 
wonky-looking skating stride, and with a guy who is barely 5-foot-10 
that’s not ideal. I like how he competes though, as he attacks the net and 
gives an honest effort so I think it’s possible he overcomes those issues. 
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The story of the Matthew Tkachuk-Jonathan Huberdeau trade: ‘Are you 
kidding me?’ 

Julian McKenzie14-18 minutes 15/11/2022 

CALGARY — Brad Treliving got the call on a Sunday morning in July 
while sitting in his home office. 

Matthew Tkachuk, a player Treliving drafted No. 6 in 2016 and watched 
become an All-Star and 40-goal scorer, had no interest in signing long-
term with the Calgary Flames. He wanted to play elsewhere. 

Tkachuk’s decision was compounded by the fact that fellow All-Star 
Johnny Gaudreau bolted for the Columbus Blue Jackets as a free agent 
days earlier. 

“You’re disappointed and you’re mad when you get the news,” the 
Flames GM said. “But you’ve got to move through that quickly and say, 
OK, now how do we put together a game plan?” 

Treliving worked with Tkachuk and his agent/uncle Craig Oster on 
potential options over the next few days. On July 22, five days after the 
first call, Tkachuk was on his way to the Florida Panthers along with a 
conditional fourth-round pick in 2025. The Flames received Jonathan 
Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar, prospect Cole Schwindt and a 
conditional first-round pick in 2025. As part of the sign-and-trade, 
Tkachuk landed a contract for eight years and $76 million. 

The deal is seen as the first of its kind in the NHL. 

“It was probably a pretty stressful couple of hours,” Tkachuk said. “On top 
of it all, I couldn’t tell anybody. I did tell my parents, but other than that, I 
couldn’t tell anybody.” 

Ahead of the Flames playing the Panthers on Saturday — the first 
matchup between the two teams since the trade — The Athletic spoke 
with Treliving, Panthers GM Bill Zito, Huberdeau’s agent Allan Walsh and 
each player involved in the transaction to learn what happened before, 
during and after the summer-defining blockbuster. 

Tkachuk asks out 

Matthew Tkachuk: Throughout the summer, that was the big talk with me 
and my representatives on the potential options of what I put myself 
(through) on the contract. That’s what I came to. Once I came to that 
realization, I owed it to (Treliving) to have an honest talk and tell him why 
and what I’ve been thinking. Once I realized what I wanted, I didn’t want 
to string him along for months or a year. I had that talk with him. It was 
tough, but he obviously understood. 

Brad Treliving: It was an emotional discussion. Later in the day, Craig 
and I had a talk. And then we had another talk and sort of said, OK, let’s 
start to put some framework together of how we want to go about this 
process. 

Tkachuk: Wherever I was going, I wanted to be there for as long as 
possible. 

Treliving: When Matthew and his representative told us what their 
intentions were, they gave us a list of teams. We went to work on it 
immediately. 

The best interest for the Calgary Flames and for Matthew was to 
maximize his own contract. We all know the advantage a team has of 
signing their own player, they get paid eight years versus seven. We 
wanted to maximize the asset value with Matthew, and that was going to 
be eight years. 

While both Treliving and Tkachuk declined to reveal the list of interested 
teams, The Athletic has reported that the Blues, Lightning and 
Hurricanes were among the teams on Tkachuk’s list. The Panthers 
jumped into discussions within a day or two of the trade’s completion.  

Bill Zito: As talented and as good as Jonathan Huberdeau and (Weegar) 
are as players, you know that they’re that good as people as well. 
They’ve represented this franchise so well and they’re class acts, and 
they’re wonderful people. It’s difficult. It’s a hard thing to do. 

Treliving: When we started talking about the people we had interest in, 
with Jonathan and MacKenzie and that type of package, we were very 
interested right from the beginning. I give Bill Zito a lot of credit. We 
weren’t wasting time. Obviously, he had to do his due diligence and 
(figure out) the financial component. (He) had to feel out how this would 
work. 

Zito: I remember in our pro meetings, we were joking about Tkachuk. 
When we had gone through the Calgary players, somebody had said, 
“Boy, oh boy, if we could ever get a guy like Tkachuk.” That stuck in my 
head. When I got that first phone call, I was like, are you kidding me? 
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Tkachuk: (South Florida) is one of my favorite places to visit. But I didn’t 
really know too much about it. And then, talking with Bill, I talked with 
Roberto Luongo. I talked to a lot of past and current players about it. 
Everybody just couldn’t talk enough about how great it was. 

Zito: He was very gracious. He had done a lot of homework. He knew an 
awful lot about our team. … I was really impressed by his knowledge of 
our team. 

Tkachuk: My uncle Craig told me to be around just in case something 
happens. You never know. I thought that it could’ve been done the day 
after I talked to Brad. I didn’t even know for sure if I was going to be 
traded or if anything was going to happen. … Obviously, I didn’t really 
listen to that. I went to the beach without my phone. Then, I came back 
and there was nothing. I don’t know where I went after that, but I was 
gone. Still didn’t have my phone on me. Finally, got a call on somebody 
else’s phone. It was Craig telling me there was a deal in the works with 
Florida. It’s pretty close to a done deal. 

Treliving: It was agreed to and both sides agreed to it at about 2:15 p.m. 
(Mountain Time). We had to wait on it seven and a half, eight hours 
because we were doing a sign-and-trade. The league had to kind of wrap 
their head around how they were going to do this. We had to get a 
contract done. 

Zito: Any time you complete a trade, there’s a trade call. … So, you have 
a call at the league and they go through all the details. They say, 
Calgary, do you understand this? Yes. Florida. Do you understand this? 
The league goes through all the records, they research everything and 
make sure. 

Tkachuk: Florida was my dream destination. It’s where I wanted to go the 
whole time. Once (we) started talking to them, it was an automatic slam 
dunk. I obviously couldn’t be happier, I’m more happy now than I thought 
I’d be. When I was told I was going there in the afternoon, I was so 
pumped. But then I got another call saying that it’s going to the league 
and it might take a few hours and it might not happen, they might not 
even allow it. 

The trade 

Sure enough, the sign-and-trade went through late that night. Everyone 
involved has a different story of how they found out.  

Allan Walsh: I was having a late Friday night dinner with my family. I 
have my phone next to me like I always do. 

Jonathan Huberdeau: I was at a hockey game that Friday night with my 
buddies. We were just having a beer in a parking lot after and just talking. 
That’s when, at 11:00 at night, that’s when I got the call. 

Zito: I don’t think it would be anything that I would share because it would 
be personal. 

Huberdeau: I was shocked and, obviously, disappointed. I gave a lot to 
this organization. I think the respect they gave me, I think I deserved a 
little bit more. 

Walsh: I see Jonathan Huberdeau calling me. Right away, I calculate. 
Friday night. 8 p.m. L.A., 11 p.m. in Montreal. Hmm. Right away, Spidey 
senses are tingling. I answered the phone, “Hey Jo, everything OK?” And 
he said, “I don’t know, I think I was just traded to Calgary?” I said, what 
do you mean you think? And he said, “Well, Bill Zito called me and said I 
was traded to Calgary. Is it true?” 

Huberdeau: I know it’s a business and I know that’s how it happened. 
You can’t really tell that he was going to trade me. But (Bill) kind of told 
me 10 words, that was it. 

Walsh: I could tell that he was very much in shock. I said don’t go 
anywhere. Stay on your phone. I’ll call you back in 30 seconds. I got off 
the phone and I immediately called Brad Treliving. 

Treliving: I said, “We just traded for Jonathan Huberdeau.” 

Walsh: I said, really? 

Treliving: Normally, especially for a trade of this magnitude, you would 
talk to the agent beforehand. We didn’t go through that process. We 
needed this to be very tight. 

Huberdeau: (Treliving) gave me some time to breathe after the trade. He 
knew it was kind of hard for me. 

Walsh: I got off the phone with Treliving and called Jonathan back right 
away. I told him, “Yup, it’s true.” I just spoke to the GM in Calgary and 
here’s the deal. And Jonathan didn’t know what the deal was. So, I told 
him the deal. And he was like “Oh, (Weegar) is coming with me?” 

Huberdeau: I think Allan and Bill talked at the draft. (Bill) said he was 
going to offer something, an extension. Obviously, he never did. But 
that’s business. I think they had it in their mind that they were going to 
trade me. That’s what I think. 

Treliving: MacKenzie was somewhere. 

MacKenzie Weegar: I was in Mont-Tremblant with my mom and my 
sister. It was a great weekend actually to go and get traded, I guess if 
you were to say. We went to the spa. It was a very relaxing trip. 

Treliving: He didn’t have his phone working, right off the bat. 

Weegar: When I got the call, my mindset was fresh. I took it well. It was 
late at night, obviously. I just went outside and sat there on a rock for a 
bit. Called everybody I possibly could close to me and let them know I 
was going to get traded. … They didn’t really give me specifics. After I 
made phone calls, my mom texted me. She goes “You know who was 
with you?” I said, “No.” She told me, “Huby.” Yeah, my mom told me. She 
must’ve seen it on Twitter or whatever. 

Treliving: Cole Schwindt was on a fishing trip. There was no cell service. 

Cole Schwindt: I was up in the Sault with my best friend, Cole MacKay. I 
was back in the bush, no service, on the day of the trade. Trade went 
through at 10:30 at night and the generator went off at 9. 

Treliving: I had to talk to his agent. We didn’t talk to Cole until the next 
day. 

Schwindt: The Friday night, I didn’t know about it. Went to bed, had no 
idea. 

Treliving: They got a note to him saying, basically, get to some cell 
service. You’ve got some news you need to be aware of. 

Schwindt: Woke up Saturday morning, the generator flipped back on and 
a text came through saying I got traded. Quickly went back into town, got 
some service and made a couple of phone calls. All things considered, it 
went very smooth. 

Tkachuk: At dinner that night, celebrating my brother (Brady) and his 
fiancee’s engagement, I finally got the news. Everything blew up from 
there. It was a really, really crazy night. Everybody there was super 
happy for me even though I might’ve ruined his dinner a little bit. But we 
had a nice time the night before, so he wasn’t too upset about it. 

Treliving: What did I do after it was all done? Sat in my office and had a 
beer. That whole week was as mentally exhausting as any week in my 
career. 

Zito: I probably went to bed. It was late at night, I’m thinking. Maybe 
watched some TV. That’s a good question. 

Huberdeau commits to Calgary 

Less than two weeks after being acquired by the Flames, Huberdeau met 
with Treliving and Don Maloney, the Flames’ vice president of hockey 
operations. The three had dinner in downtown Montreal at Bar George 
before Huberdeau signed an eight-year deal of his own. 

Huberdeau: (Treliving) reached out and said, “I’d like to get to know you 
and come and see you.” I thought it was pretty cool that he took the time 
to come and see me in the summer. He could’ve asked me to go (to 
Calgary) but then he just came, took a plane and came to see me. Quick 
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dinner, two hours. But I think it was needed. That was great of him to do 
that. 

Treliving: I think Allan picked out Bar George. 

Huberdeau: I ate beef tenderloin and wellington. 

Treliving: When you think about it, his world had been kind of turned 
upside down. Let’s just have some time to visit and get to know, and get 
a feel for us and get a feel for him. We had never spent any time 
together. When you think about it, all of a sudden, you know, we’re 
talking about marrying here and we hadn’t really dated. 

Huberdeau: The team that was built here by (Treliving), they want to win 
right now. 

Walsh: That was something very important to Jonathan. Brad made it 
clear that they wanted Jonathan. Brad pursued it with Florida. Jonathan 
felt wanted and needed, appreciated and respected. And that was very, 
very important to him. 

Huberdeau: I wanted to get over coming here and being half in and 
wondering where I’m going. Am I coming here until the trade deadline? 
They traded for me, so I think if (they) want to keep me I’m all in for that. 

Treliving: Part of it from our end was just to try to get Jonathan 
comfortable with who we were. Tell him a little bit about our program. 
You know, just have them meet us and ask questions, feel comfortable 
and find out about his family. It wasn’t this big hockey meeting. 

Huberdeau: We had a great time, great talks. After that, I felt pretty 
positive that we could get a deal done. 

Treliving: Allan and I went to work and arm wrestled over for a bit and 
ended up getting the deal. 

Walsh: We had many, many conversations and emails and text 
messages going back and forth intensely for a five- or six-day period 
after he met with Jonathan in Montreal for dinner, and both sides felt 
comfortable pursuing a long-term deal. …(Huberdeau) and I had a 
conversation. I remember him saying, why not Calgary? Like, is there 
something out there that I need to chase at this point in my career? 
When I have a team that’s committed to winning now, that really wants 
me? Why not Calgary? 

The aftermath 

Treliving: We feel good about it. A trade of this significance, when you’re 
talking of players of this caliber, they don’t happen very often. 

Zito: It’s Matthew Tkachuk. I guess all roads lead back to that player. If 
you’d asked me two weeks before the trade did I think we would be 
getting Matthew Tkachuk, I would have said “I’m surprised.” 

Schwindt: I think for me it was exciting waking up that morning and 
finding out something that’s pretty life-changing. As a player, to get here 
and feel comfortable right away with the coaching staff and all the players 
around you, that’s meant all the difference with me. 

Walsh: I think players really want to go where they’re wanted. 

Huberdeau: It took a little bit of time, but I’ve turned the page. I’m here 
and I’m excited for this new chapter. 

Weegar: I never posted anything about my time in Florida or sent an 
Instagram post or a Twitter post about how thankful I am. But I am 
thankful for all my time there and all the fans there. But at the same time, 
I couldn’t be happier to be here and have a fresh start here in Calgary. 

Tkachuk: I worked as hard as I could there (in Calgary), on and off the 
ice. … Obviously, not being able to win a Stanley Cup is something that’s 
going to hurt. I really, really, really enjoyed living there and playing there 
was six of the best years of my life. 
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NHL99: Jean Ratelle thrived before and after one of the biggest trades in 
NHL history 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In November 1975, Jean Ratelle’s life was turned upside down by a trade 
that stopped the NHL in its tracks and may well be the biggest in league 
history. 

It featured three future Hockey Hall of Famers, all within their relative 
primes: Ratelle and Brad Park (along with minor-leaguer/trivia answer 
Joe Zanussi) went from the New York Rangers to the Boston Bruins in 
exchange for Phil Esposito and Carol Vadnais. 

Boston was only three years removed from its second Stanley Cup 
championship within a three-year span, and it was still the heyday of the 
Big Bad Bruins. The Rangers were good, too — many believe they might 
have won the 1972 Stanley Cup instead of Boston had Ratelle been 
healthy. 

But time was passing both teams by, and this was a bolder era, before 
no-trade and no-movement clauses became a fact of NHL life. Harry 
Sinden and Emile Francis, general managers of the Bruins and Rangers, 
both figured their respective teams needed a shakeup and saw to it that it 
happened. 

“It was mind-boggling the day we got the news of that trade,” said John 
Davidson, who was playing for the Rangers when the deal went down. 

No wonder. 

Ratelle had been a Rangers mainstay, the center of the team’s GAG line 
(goal-a-game), playing between Rod Gilbert and Vic Hadfield. Park was a 
perennial Norris Trophy challenger and Esposito was merely the game’s 
most prolific goal-scorer. The trade dramatically altered the franchise 
trajectory for both teams and the career trajectories of all the players, 
none of whom were — in the beginning — all that happy to be traded to 
an archrival, back when rivalries between players on opposing NHL 
teams were fierce and mattered. 

Ratelle, No. 70 on The Athletic’s list of the top 100 players of the NHL’s 
post-expansion era, eventually came to see the trade as a blessing 
because he played six seasons for Boston and then worked 24 additional 
seasons for the organization, first as an assistant coach, then as a scout. 

But in the moment? 

“Ratty wasn’t very happy with the Rangers for a long time,” Davidson 
said. “He was mad at them and Espo was mad at the Bruins.” 

Nowadays, NHL general managers sometimes pay lip service to the 
notion of dramatically and fundamentally remaking an underachieving 
roster, but it’s hard to imagine anyone having the gumption to trade so 
many star players just to shake things up. 

According to Sinden, trade talks began after he and Francis attended an 
NHL general managers meeting in Buffalo and were commiserating over 
how poorly their respective teams were playing. 

“After the meeting was over, we ended up at the airport together and got 
talking about what we might do to help each other,” Sinden said. 
“Esposito was one of the star centers in the league, so to get Brad Park 
and Ratelle, I couldn’t do that without giving up Esposito. And that’s how 
it ended up. 
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“Emile got what he wanted for his team, and it turned out pretty good for 
our team as well. Both Park and Ratelle were somewhat reluctant to 
leave the Rangers, having been there since they broke into the league. 
But it wasn’t long before they were a big part of our team, and two of the 
greatest players we’ve ever had.” 

The response initially, though, was largely negative from the Bruins fan 
base because of Esposito’s overwhelming popularity. 

“When I came home that day, the leading news anchor in the city was 
sitting in my driveway,” Sinden said. “There were cameras and 
everything waiting for me. I survived some eggs against my window that 
night. Boston was extremely upset over trading Esposito. I didn’t like it 
either. He was one of our best players, but we weren’t doing anything, 
and Emile felt the same way about his team. 

“In New York, Park and Ratelle were revered, too, but not like Esposito 
was in Boston. And Esposito had won Stanley Cups here, where they 
hadn’t in New York. So, I think the blowback to the Bruins, and to me at 
the time, was a little heavier than it was to Emile.” 

At that point, it was up to Sinden to smooth the waters with Ratelle and 
help him come to terms with the deal. 

“I went down to New York and talked to Jean,” Sinden said. “I almost 
pleaded with him. I told him he’d love Boston, too — and he finally came 
around. And he’s still here, living in the area, so obviously he did. He had 
that type of character and personality — and he was devoted to the 
Rangers. He had been playing on one of the great lines at the time, and 
so was reluctant to accept the trade and leave.” 

Sinden had gotten to know Ratelle coaching him on Canada’s 1972 
Summit Series team, which gave him an insight into what he would bring 
to the Bruins’ mix. 

“But the one thing I got that I didn’t know I was getting in Ratelle was — 
he was one of the greatest checking centers I ever had,” Sinden said. 
“He pursued the puck carrier at exactly the right time and exactly at the 
right angle all the time. He really got in their way, which has been 
important ever since I’ve been around the game. I would use him in 
critical defensive situations because of that. 

“I appreciated everything he did when he was here. He and Brad Park. 
They were players who really deserved to be on a Stanley Cup winner 
and weren’t. I’m sorry we couldn’t ever win one for them.” 

With Ratelle leading the way, the Bruins did make it to the 1977 and 
1978 Stanley Cup Final but were defeated both times by Montreal, which 
was backstopped by Hall of Fame goaltender Ken Dryden, also a 
teammate of Ratelle’s on Team Canada ’72. 

Dryden’s memories of Ratelle go back much further — to when Ratelle 
played junior hockey in Guelph and Dryden’s brother Dave played for St. 
Mike’s. A student of the game even back then, Dryden said watching the 
teenage Ratelle play in Guelph was eye-opening. 

“He was just so good,” Dryden said. “The Jean Ratelle I saw in the Team 
Canada series was that player. But when I really started to appreciate 
him was when he was with the Bruins. One of the things that really 
surprised me about him was his strength. He was pretty tall and he 
played pretty much upright, and he looked fairly thin. He wasn’t a rough-, 
tough-looking guy … but I couldn’t believe how strong he was.” 

In a career that spanned most of two decades, Ratelle never took a 
major penalty in the NHL. Only three players have ever played more NHL 
games without taking a major: Nicklas Lidstrom, and the Sedin twins, 
Henrik and Daniel. 

In many ways, Ratelle was the Rangers’ answer to the Montreal legend 
Jean Beliveau. On the ice, they were highly skilled players with great 
instincts. Off the ice, they carried themselves with dignity and class — 
role models for their teammates. There was a gravitas, an aura, a stature 
about both men that drew people to them. 

“You’re very right and not out of line to comparing Jean Ratelle and his 
manners — and a lot of the way he played – to Jean Beliveau,” Sinden 
said. “And I will tell you, many of the players that played in that same era 
thought the same way.” 

Davidson also drew a parallel between the two, calling Ratelle, “in some 
ways a clone of Jean Beliveau. It was stately, the way those two 
gentlemen carried themselves. 

“Ratelle could walk out to the bench, and step out on the ice, and you 
could tell he was special. He could make plays. He was so intelligent, so 
smart, so smooth, so stately. He was so good in New York for so long.” 

Statistically, Ratelle’s best season probably came with the Rangers in 
1971-72, when he had 46 goals with 15 games remaining in the season 
but then broke his ankle and didn’t play again until the playoffs. Hadfield 
did get to 50 goals that year and Gilbert stalled at 43. If Ratelle had been 
healthy, there was a chance that all three would have cracked the 50-
goal mark, which had only occurred eight times previously in NHL history 
prior to the start of the season — and never by three members of the 
same line. 

When Ratelle retired in 1981, he was sixth all-time in career NHL points 
(1,267 points in 1,280 games). He was elected to the Hall of Fame in 
1985. During his career, Ratelle won two Lady Byng trophies and 
finished in the top five in voting nine times. He was the second winner of 
the Lester Pearson (now the Ted Lindsay) Award, given to the NHL’s 
most outstanding player, as voted on by the players’ association. 

The Rangers retired Ratelle’s number (19) in 2018. By then, whatever rift 
had occurred between the player and the team had long been smoothed 
over. 

Though he was born in Lac St. Jean, Que., Ratelle’s family moved to 
Montreal when he was 10. From then on, he played much of his minor 
and junior hockey on the same team as Gilbert, forming an iconic 
partnership. Davidson, now president of the Columbus Blue Jackets, 
spent decades in the Rangers’ family, first as a player, then as a 
broadcaster for MSG Network and later as team president. As good as 
Ratelle’s Boston years were, Davidson still sees him — in his mind’s eye 
— in Ranger blue. 

“This is still a world-class gentleman,” said Davidson. “He played the 
game that way. He centered a great line with Rod Gilbert and Vic 
Hadfield. The Rangers didn’t have the toughness that Boston had and 
didn’t win a Stanley Cup, but they had a lot of other pieces. The GAG line 
— they were legendary. They were something else.” 

So, here is a question (or two): What’s the biggest trade in NHL history? 
And where does Ratelle/Park for Esposito/Vadnais rank? Any discussion 
of impactful NHL trades will start with Wayne Gretzky going from 
Edmonton to Los Angeles because of its lasting, lingering impact on the 
overall growth of hockey in the United States (though Gretzky was the 
only Hall of Famer in the deal). 

The 1992 deal that saw Eric Lindros traded to Philadelphia was earth-
shaking, too — and the Quebec Nordiques did get a future Hall of Famer 
in Peter Forsberg as part of a massive haul of players and draft choices 
received from the Flyers. 

But according to a player ranking system developed by Paul Pidutti, there 
is a case to be made for the 1975 Bruins-Rangers blockbuster. Pidutti’s 
work is ultimately designed to assess Hall of Fame worthiness by 
creating a scale that assesses a player’s overall career, within the 
context of the era in which he played. 

Using Pidutti’s ‘High Noon’ player ranking system, the trade involved the 
longtime No. 1 forward of his time (Esposito, who was coming off six 
consecutive goal-scoring titles) plus the underrated No. 6 defenseman of 
that time (Vadnais) for the No. 2 defenseman in (Park) and the No. 14 
forward (Ratelle, but who was only a couple of years removed from being 
rated as the No. 2 overall forward in the game). 
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Pidutti didn’t appreciate how significant the trade was until he delved 
more deeply into the numbers, noting that the 1975 trade equivalent in 
2022 would be Connor McDavid and Dougie Hamilton for Victor Hedman 
and Max Pacioretty (all at full health): 

Pidutti’s research uncovered only one other trade since 1967 that 
featured three future Hall of Famers. That was the Washington-
Minnesota swap where Mike Gartner (No. 20 forward) and Larry Murphy 
(No. 5 defenseman) were traded for Dino Ciccarelli (No. 10 forward) and 
Bob Rouse (No. 116 defenseman). Important players all, but not at the 
same level. 

For a recent point of comparison, this summer’s epic swap between 
Calgary and Florida featured Matthew Tkachuk (No. 27 forward) for 
Jonathan Huberdeau (No. 11 forward) and Mackenzie Weegar (No. 18 
defenseman). 

But what sets the Esposito/Ratelle/Vadnais/Park trade apart is it involved 
not just three future Hall of Famers, but four players who were in the top 
15 at their respective positions. 

Said Pidutti: “It really does stand alone.” 
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ARENA DIGEST / Tempe voters to decide fate of new Coyotes arena 

 

by Kevin Reichard  

 

The Tempe City Council is tentatively planning to ask voters to approve a 
new Arizona Coyotes arena and entertainment district, in a decision that 
likely will determine the long-term fate of the NHL in the state. 

The Coyotes are pitching a $2-billion development on 46 acres of 
Tempe-owned land west of Tempe Town Lake currently used as a 
municipal operations yard. It’s raised plenty of opposition across the 
board, both within the city–where some worry the city would be stuck with 
a huge bill should the team leave, even though the project is being 
pitched as being privately funded, with the city only picking up 
infrastructure costs–and outside, where Phoenix officials are arguing 
against the project ostensibly because of a potential impact on Sky 
Harbor Airport operations. Opponents have also questions whether 
Coyotes owner Alex Meruelo have the financial wherewithal to back a 
project of this scope. 

The City Council vote was preliminary. The matter may not end up being 
on the May 16 ballot: the decision by the Council to move forward is just 
that, and the Council will be asked at a Nov. 19 meeting both to approve 
the project and then to present the issue to voters. 

The plan calls for the arena to seat 16,000 and feature a design with 
more fans closer to the action in the lower bowl. (This is very much in line 
with current sports-venues design trends.) A new team headquarters and 
training complex would be part of the mix, while owners see the facility as 
the year-round home for hockey in the Valley. The arena would be 
featured in the first phase of the development, which would also include a 
1,500-seat theater, a 200-room hotel, office space, an apartment building 
and a small commercial district. A second phase would include 1,500 or 
more apartments, a larger 300-room hotel with meeting spaces, and 
additional retail and office space. The specific timeline for each of these 
projects is still in planning and development. 
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ESPN / Predicting the Hockey Hall of Fame class of 2023 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Hockey Hall of Fame welcomes its newest class on Monday night in 
Toronto with a fascinating group: Vancouver Canucks legends Daniel 
and Henrik Sedin, their former teammate Roberto Luongo, former Ottawa 
Senators great Daniel Alfredsson, Finnish women's hockey icon Riikka 
Sallinen and the late Herb Carnegie, a pioneering Black player. 

Who will join them in the class of 2023? 

There is one lock in next year's group of first-year-eligible players. But 
beyond that, there might be an opportunity to open the doors for some 
men and women who have been waiting far too long for their hockey 
immortality. 

Here's our ranking of candidates for next year's Hockey Hall of Fame 
class. 

1. Henrik Lundqvist, goalie (first year of eligibility) 

Hail to the King. Lundqvist is a lock. Whether it's in 2023 or if he has to 
wait for some arbitrary reason, he's getting in. The former New York 
Rangers goalie -- who signed with, but did not play for, the Washington 
Capitals before retirement -- won the Vezina Trophy in 2011-12 and was 
a finalist for the award five times. He's sixth in career wins (459), and 
every retired player in front of him on that list is in the Hall of Fame. That 
includes Roberto Luongo, who did not win the Vezina during his career. 

The Stanley Cup eluded him, as Lundqvist's Rangers made the Final 
only once with him in the crease. But he has plenty of other 
championship hardware, backstopping Sweden to Olympic gold in 2006 
and silver in 2014, while also winning IIHF world championship gold and 
World Cup of Hockey bronze. Expect an impeccably dressed Lundqvist 
to be giving his induction speech next year. 

2. Caroline Ouellette, forward (second year) 

We considered Ouellette a lock for the class of 2022 in her first year of 
eligibility. That she didn't make the cut speaks more to the selection 
committee's inexplicable obsession with having only one woman inductee 
each year -- the last time it allowed the maximum of two was in 2010 with 
Cammi Granato and Angela James -- than her worthiness as a 
candidate. 

The forward is one of only five athletes to win a gold medal in four 
consecutive Winter Olympics, helping the Canadian women to the top of 
the podium in 2002, 2006, 2010 and 2014, along with Olympic silver in 
1998. She won six gold medals in the IIHF women's world 
championships. Ouellette had a 2.36 points-per-game average in 97 
games with University of Minnesota-Duluth. She also won the 2009 
Clarkson Cup with the Montreal Stars, becoming only one of three 
players to win the Clarkson Cup, Olympic gold and worlds gold. The 
other two are Hayley Wickenheiser and Jayna Hefford, and she should 
join them in the Hall next year. 

3. Alexander Mogilny, right wing (14th year) 

For many, Mogilny's continued absence from the Hockey Hall of Fame 
has moved beyond the point of agitation to one of outright resentment. 
No disrespect intended for Henrik and Daniel Sedin, but the Hall of Fame 
rubber-stamped two first-year-eligible candidates who don't rank in the 
top 150 retired players in points-per-game average, while Mogilny, the 
34th-best scorer in that category (1.042), lingers into his 14th year of 
eligibility. 

He's 55th all time in goals scored (473) and 56th in adjusted goals (480). 
Among inactive players, he's 34th in goals-per-game average (0.478). All 
of that was achieved while he played the majority of his games in the 
defensive trap era. He's a Triple Gold Club member, having won the 
Stanley Cup in 2000 with the New Jersey Devils. As much as the Sedin 
twins' magic is a unique part of hockey history, so is Mogilny's place as 
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the first Soviet defection to the NHL. It's an absolute joke he remains on 
this list year after year. 

4. Sergei Gonchar, defenseman (sixth year) 

Gonchar is 17th in career points among defensemen with 811 in 1,301 
NHL games. Everyone ahead of him save for Gary Suter is in the Hall of 
Fame. That includes Nicklas Lidstrom, with whom Gonchar has the 
misfortune of sharing an era. The Detroit Red Wings Hall of Famer -- 
considered one of the best defensemen in hockey history -- is the only 
blueliner who amassed more goals (236) and points (985) than Gonchar 
did (220 goals, 811 points) from 1994-95 to 2014-15, which was the span 
of the Russian defenseman's career. 

Gonchar won the Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh in 2009 and finished in the 
top five in voting for the Norris Trophy four times. He won Olympic silver 
in Nagano, bronze in Salt Lake City and IIHF worlds silver in 2010. He's 
got a case. 

5. Meghan Duggan, forward (second year) 

We had Jennifer Botterill ahead of Duggan last year, but we're flip-
flopping them for the class of 2023 projection. On the chance the Hall 
inducts two women in the same class, we don't believe they'll both come 
from Team Canada. 

Duggan won seven IIHF world championship gold medals and captained 
the U.S. women's Olympic hockey team to gold in the 2018 
Pyeongchang Games. She won the 2011 Patty Kazmaier Memorial 
Award as the top women's player in the NCAA while playing for 
Wisconsin. Off the ice, she played in integral role in the national team's 
fight with USA Hockey over inequitable support and conditions in 
comparison to the men's team. Her profile is high after becoming director 
of player development for the New Jersey Devils this year. 

6. Rod Brind'Amour, center (10th year) 

Guy Carbonneau walked into the Hall of Fame in 2019 and left the door 
open for Brind'Amour. Carbonneau was the more decorated defensive 
center, winning the Selke Trophy three times and finishing as a finalist six 
times, while Brind'Amour won twice in his only two years as a finalist. 

But the two aren't even in the same conversation when it comes to being 
complete players: Brind'Amour finished with 1,184 points in 1,484 games, 
while Carbonneau had 663 points in 1,318 games. He captained the 
Carolina Hurricanes to the Stanley Cup in 2006 and won IIHF worlds gold 
in 1994. His prowess as a coach has brought more attention to his career 
as a player. Like Mogilny, there's been a vocal group of fans and pundits 
backing Brind'Amour's Hall of Fame candidacy. Perhaps 2023 is the 
year. 

7. Jennifer Botterill, forward (ninth year) 

Botterill helped Team Canada win Olympic gold in 2002, 2006 and 2010 
and five IIHF world championships, capturing MVP in that tournament 
twice. But it was her dominance in the NCAA that sets her apart. Playing 
with Harvard, she amassed 319 points in 113 games, scoring at least a 
point in all but one of her college games. She was the first player to win 
the Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award twice as the top player in U.S. 
women's college hockey. Botterill also had 155 points in 78 Canadian 
Women's Hockey League games. 

She's a player who could be in already and whose profile has only grown 
because of her work in the Canadian media. 

8. Henrik Zetterberg, center (second year) 

Zetterberg finished his career with 960 points in 1,082 games, including 
337 goals. His greatest individual accomplishment was winning the Conn 
Smythe in the Red Wings' 2008 Stanley Cup win. That ring earned him 
Triple Gold Club status, along with championships in the 2006 Olympics 
and the 2006 world championships with Sweden. 

The problem for Zetterberg is his competition. Brind'Amour was a similar 
player and unlike Zetterberg won the Selke (twice). Then there's Pavel 

Datsyuk, Zetterberg's Red Wings teammate, who also has a strong case 
for the Hall. 

9. Curtis Joseph, goalie (11th year) 

CuJo's Hall of Fame argument was always one of stats vs. impact. He's 
seventh in career wins (454), just five in back of Lundqvist. He's seventh 
in career games played (943). But he never won a Vezina Trophy, 
though he was a finalist three times. He also never won the Stanley Cup, 
but neither did Luongo nor Lundqvist. He won World Cup of Hockey 
silver in 1996 and played one game in Canada's run to the 2002 Olympic 
gold medal. 

There's been an interesting development in the "stats vs. impact" 
argument, however: Hockey historian Paul Pidutti has created a 
statistical measure of a Hall of Fame candidate's worthiness. According 
to Pidutti, Joseph is the 17th-greatest goalie in NHL history and sixth best 
of his era. Keep in mind, however, that the Hockey Hall of Fame hasn't 
inducted two goalies in the same class since Harry Lumley and Gump 
Worsley in 1980. 

    — Paul Pidutti (@AdjustedHockey) November 11, 2022 

10. Keith Tkachuk, forward (ninth year) 

Tkachuk amassed 538 goals and 1,065 points in 1,201 games over his 
18-season career. He led the league in goals only once (1996-97) but 
was otherwise a model of consistency. He's 33rd all time in goals scored. 
Every player ahead of him who is Hall of Fame-eligible is enshrined. He 
won World Cup gold in 1996 and Olympic silver in 2002 but never the 
Stanley Cup. 

It's a solid but unspectacular career, but those numbers are hard to 
ignore. 

Other first-year-eligible former NHLers 

One interesting Hall of Fame case for a player in his first year of 
eligibility: Corey Crawford, who helped the Chicago Blackhawks to 
Stanley Cup wins in 2013 and 2015. From 2010 to '17, only Lundqvist 
and Marc-Andre Fleury had more wins than Crawford (213), who also 
had a .918 save percentage in that stretch. Although he shared the 
Jennings Trophy for fewest goals allowed for a team twice, he was never 
a Vezina Trophy finalist. There are a number of more accomplished 
goalies ahead of him -- he doesn't crack the top 50 in career wins -- but 
he was an important part of one of that decade's best teams. 

Defenseman Jay Bouwmeester has a strong international case -- five 
gold medals, including 2014 Olympic gold -- and a steady, 17-year NHL 
career that included an iron man streak of 737 games. Fellow blueliners 
Andrei Markov, Dustin Byfuglien, Brent Seabrook and Mike Green are 
also in their first years of eligibility. So is forward Justin Williams, whose 
"Mr. Game 7" reputation was earned while he won three Stanley Cups 
with the Carolina Hurricanes and Los Angeles Kings. 

Big-name holdovers 

After Tkachuk, the players with the greatest number of goals who aren't 
in the Hall of Fame are Pat Verbeek (522), Pierre Turgeon (515), Jeremy 
Roenick (513) and Peter Bondra (503). There's been vocal support for 
Theo Fleury, who had 1,088 points in 1,084 games. Like Roenick, he fills 
the "Fame" requirement; also like Roenick, he never won a major 
individual award. Former New Jersey Devils forward Patrik Elias, scoring 
winger Steve Larmer and former Columbus Blue Jackets and New York 
Rangers star Rick Nash also have their backers. 

Among the goalies, two-time Vezina winner Tim Thomas, Vezina winner 
and five-time finalist Tom Barrasso, 1997 Conn Smythe winner Mike 
Vernon and three-time Stanley Cup winner Chris Osgood are all still in 
the mix. 

For women's players, USA hockey star Julie Chu, Team Canada forward 
Meghan Agosta and goalie Shannon Szabados should be considered. 
Internationally, keep an eye on Swiss goalie Florence Schelling and 
Swedish goalie Kim Martin. 
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In the Builders category, innovative goalie coach Francois Allaire, former 
Michigan coach Red Berenson and Nashville Predators general manager 
David Poile could all get the call. Then there's Canadian hockey icon 
Paul Henderson, still trying to prove that one goal in 1972 could garner a 
place in the Hall of Fame outside of the memorabilia displays. 

ESPN LOADED: 11.15.2022 

1259243 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Huberdeau, Flames find confidence with much-needed 
offensive outing against Kings 

 

Eric Francis 

 

CALGARY – The skyward scream that punctuated the moment said 
plenty about the frustration leading up to it. 

Jonathan Huberdeau finally had something to celebrate. 

After spending his first month as a Flame bouncing from line to line, 
struggling to find any semblance of rhythm, Huberdeau was sidelined 
three games last week by a pair of injuries. 

He was welcomed back Monday morning with a third-line assignment 
and a frank rationale behind it. 

“Because we’ve slotted him everywhere else and it hasn’t worked,” 
explained Darryl Sutter. 

Ouch. 

A lot to take in. 

Cue his game-opening goal against the LA Kings, which saw his 
animated celebration kickstart a 6-5 win the Flames dearly needed for 
their confidence, never mind their point total. 

'Makes me stronger': Huberdeau aims to build off of his 200th career goal 

“It was good, obviously, to get a goal - it’s been a while,” said Huberdeau 
of the elation that followed his 200th NHL snipe, a deft reload on a 
whiffed shot he quickly finished from the slot. 

“It’s a good team win. That’s all that matters. 

“It was better. Getting in the right direction. Got some scoring chances, 
but obviously you always want better.”  

It was the response Sutter was looking for from the $84 million man, 
whom the coach tasked earlier in the day with one simple request. 

“Perform,” he shrugged. 

“He’s a good player, he’s got to get going. Enough talk about it.” 

Playing on a line with Mikael Backlund and Trevor Lewis, Huberdeau’s 
return saw the team jump out to 5-2 and 6-3 leads before needing a 
stellar Jacob Markstrom stop with 20 seconds left to preserve their 
second win in a row. 

Flames' Markstrom makes desperation save to rob Kopitar with 21 
seconds left in game 

Not the way the coach drew it up, but plenty of progress offensively to re-
build confidence.  

“I thought (Huberdeau) was engaged early on tonight,” said assistant 
coach Ryan Huska, who spoke in Sutter’s stead afterwards.  

“I think he’s still trying to find his way a little bit for sure, and now he’s got 
to figure out some new guys to play with. He’s a good player. He’s going 

to do that. It’s just a matter of time. It was nice to see him get something 
early on tonight because that will probably help him for sure.” 

Huberdeau’s third line assignment allowed Adam Ruzicka to stay on the 
top line, where the young Slovak scored for the second-straight game 
and combined with Elias Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli for a goal apiece and 
eight points. 

Safe to say Huberdeau will likely start the upcoming six-game roadie 
alongside Backlund, as all four lines scored 5-on-5 goals in the first 
period alone. 

Finally, some chemistry up front for a team struggling to score goals. 

Sutter’s significant line revamping saw Andre Mangiapane score with the 
help of linemates Nazem Kadri and Milan Lucic, before Brett Ritchie 
scored on a fourth unit that featured Blake Coleman and Dillon Dube at 
centre. 

Flames, Huberdeau head to extended road trip after confidence boosting 
victory 

And while the Flames’ defensive play clearly still has room to improve, 
the team that entered the game ranked 21st in goals per game finally 
found a little mojo. 

Most importantly, No. 10.     

“This guy hasn’t forgotten how to play, he’s a hell of a player,” said GM 
Brad Treliving, in defence of his prized summer acquisition and 
subsequent signing. 

“I think we get a little bit carried away with numbering all the lines. We’ve 
got a lot of different people to move around the lineup and I know the 
coach is trying to find some chemistry throughout our lineup. 

“He was banged up a couple games before he missed time and his last 
game was very much his best. 

“Let’s not forget there’s been a lot of change with Jonathan - location, 
linemates, style of play. 

“These aren’t excuses, it’s just the reality. I’m not worried about him.” 

Flames on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Calgary Flames. Stream games all season long, 
plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

Good, as the spotlight will remain firmly fixed on the man with two goals 
and five assists in 12 outings, as his club departs for Florida Tuesday 
where they’ll play the Lightning Thursday and the Panthers Saturday. 

The perfect time for him to have scored his first even-strength goal as a 
Flame. 

“It hasn’t been the best for me, but it’s early and we went through a bad 
stretch as a team as well,” said the 29-year-old who was acquired with 
MacKenzie Weegar and two other assets for Matthew Tkachuk this 
summer. 

“I don’t feel pressure. I want to be the best I can be out there. It doesn’t 
matter what line I’m playing, I want to be effective. 

“I want to go out there, not think too much and just have fun.” 

Perhaps such merriment officially started Monday night. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Through ups and downs, Luongo enters Hall of Fame 'a 
better person' 
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Iain MacIntyre 

 

TORONTO — Could he do it over — and few of us are that lucky — 
Roberto Luongo would be less guarded, more generous, kinder to 
himself, and appreciative of everything that came along during his wild 
National Hockey League journey. 

Instead, he has a few regrets, but wisdom to offset them.  

The challenges Luongo endured during his 19 seasons, like losing his 
starting job with the Vancouver Canucks near the peak of his career and 
then discovering no one else wanted him and his “my-contract-sucks” 
salary, made him more human and more grateful. 

Which is why one of the greatest days of his hockey life was Monday, 
when the 43-year-old former goalie walked up the red carpet leading to 
Meridian Hall, came out of the cold and into the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Vancouver Canucks. Stream games all season 
long, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“I wish I could have enjoyed it more when I was younger,” Luongo said 
on the eve of the induction ceremony. “I was a very serious kid when I 
broke into the league. It's not a bad thing, but at the same time, 
sometimes I feel like I didn't really take the time to enjoy certain things in 
my career. I was always enthralled with what was happening but in a 
serious way. 

“That's a little bit of one of my regrets early on in my career that I learned 
the hard way. Once I got into the later stages of my career and I knew 
things were coming closer to the end, I was just hoping that I could 
extend it a bit longer.” 

But time ran out for Luongo, at least as an athlete, 3 ½ years ago when 
he retired from the Florida Panthers, his body unable to continue after 
playing 1,044 NHL games — more than any other goalie in history except 
Martin Brodeur, who grew up in the same Saint-Leonard neighbourhood 
north of Montreal. Luongo’s 489 NHL wins are fourth all-time. 

Yet, in a way, Luongo has extended “it” forever. Vulnerable and humbled 
towards the end of his remarkable eight years with the Canucks, who 
merely borrowed him from the Panthers, Luongo is now immortal. The 
Hall of Fame is forever. 

Luongo didn't think Hall of Fame call was coming: 'I was on my third 
scotch' 

I had my best moments in Vancouver, got to a Stanley Cup Final,” 
Luongo said in a speech capping Monday night’s ceremony that included 
his Canucks teammates Henrik and Daniel Sedin. “I got to appreciate 
things more during the difficult times. They demanded a lot out of me and 
I expected a lot out of myself, and I think they helped push me to become 
a better player and, most importantly, a better person.” 

Luongo cites the Canucks’ run to the 2011 Stanley Cup Final and his 
Olympic triumph with Team Canada in Vancouver in 2010 as his career 
highlights. But it was probably those final five years of his career with the 
Panthers — after the surprising 2014 return trip to South Florida ended 
what had been an excruciating two-year trade mission under former 
Canucks general manager Mike Gillis — that Luongo probably savoured 
most. 

He was a three-time Vezina Trophy finalist, finishing second to Brodeur 
in 2007 in one of the closest votes in the award’s history. But in 2016, at 
age 37, Luongo was fourth in Vezina voting after a 62-game, 35-win 

season that carried the Panthers to the playoffs for just the second time 
in 15 years. 

Not counting the lockout-shortened 2012-13 campaign, Luongo played at 
least 54 games a year for 13 straight seasons. 

“I was a specimen,” he deadpanned in the customary humour he first 
revealed through his Twitter account a decade ago. 

“I'm just proud of the longevity of this game,” he said. “The level that I 
played at for so long is something that I took a lot of pride in. As I got 
older, I kept working on my game, kept trying to get better, didn't get 
satisfied, didn't get stuck in my ways.” 

'Such a great competitor': Sedins honoured to be inducted with former 
teammate Luongo 

Now, he’s learning in his second career. When he retired in 2019, 
Luongo slid into an advisory position with the Panthers. He wants to be a 
general manager or NHL team president someday, once his teenage kids 
are a little older. 

He said “100 per cent” that the years that sped past early in his career 
and the belated realization that he hadn’t taken the time to fully enjoy and 
appreciate them, made all that came after more precious. 

“A lot of ups, a lot of downs there,” Luongo told reporters a few years ago 
during his final visit to Vancouver as a player. “I think it made me a better 
person. It made me grow more mature, understand things a little bit 
better and how things work. How to handle things, especially when things 
are not so easy. That’s huge, especially moving forward in life. 

“It was not an easy spot and I regret the way I handled certain things. 
And if I could do it over again, I would do it differently and not worry so 
much about the outside stuff.” 

But then a different path may not have carried Luongo to where he was 
Monday, a better person for his experiences, thoughtful and self-aware, 
and one of the best goalies who ever played. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gracious Alfredsson gives thanks to family, everyone who 
shaped his HOF career 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

 

When he was in Ottawa for Daniel Alfredsson’s 1,000th game in the 
NHL, Hasse Alfredsson said something profound about his son.  

“The biggest thing you’re proud of is when you see a son always 
standing on his feet, who doesn’t climb too high,” Hasse said. “If you 
climb too high, you fall too hard. He’s always staying on the ground. 
That’s good.” 

This may be the essence of Daniel Alfredsson – his ability to soar to the 
heights while somehow keeping his feet planted on terra firma. A 
seemingly ordinary guy who did extraordinary things.  

Monday, the soft-spoken native of Gothenburg, Sweden joined the all-
time greats of the game – inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame on an 
evening with a decidedly Tre Kronor theme. Only four Swedish players 
had been previously inducted, but the number quickly swelled to seven 
this year with the arrival at 30 Yonge St. of Alfredsson plus twin brothers 
Daniel and Henrik Sedin. Goaltender Roberto Luongo, female Finnish 
star Riika Sallinen and builder Herb Carnegie rounded out the inductions.  

Alfredsson, the first modern day Senators player to be inducted, gave an 
elegant, gracious speech that was overflowing with gratitude.  
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Daniel Alfredsson honoured to be part of a select group of Swedish Hall 
of Famers 

Some of his most poignant thanks involved his mother ‘Eta,’ former 
Senators coach and GM Bryan Murray and legendary Swedish 
defenceman Borje Salming, who is battling ALS. 

Margareta Alfredsson suffered through multiple sclerosis for much of her 
life and passed away last year. Alfie marveled at her ability to enjoy life 
and family despite myriad physical challenges. Her determination and 
drive was very much apparent in the steel-blue eyes of her son.  

“Our mom, without a doubt, was the strongest and toughest Alfredsson,” 
Alfredsson said of his mother. “And I’ve been told I inherited a bit of that 
stubbornness.  

“Tough, stubborn, loving - I miss you so very much.” 

As Alfredsson spoke, the camera panned to the Alfredsson family and 
brother Henric was visibly weeping with emotion. Alfie referred to his 
wife, Bibbi, the mother of their four boys - Hugo, Louis, Fenix and 
William, as a shoo-in for the “mom and wife Hall of Fame.” 

Alfredsson thanked father Hasse for always being there and teaching all 
manner of sports, not just hockey. He gave a nod to his former youth 
coaches, who made sports fun and allowed him to be creative.  

“I was drafted at the age of 21 in the 6th round and some might say if I 
had focused solely on hockey, I might have been drafted earlier,” 
Alfredsson said. “But I believe that playing multiple sports while growing 
up is what made my career possible.  

“The importance of a safe, positive, fun, inclusive environment cannot be 
overstated,” he added.  

Many of Alfredsson’s former teammates were in the audience, including 
Jason Spezza, Chris Phillips, Wade Redden and Chris Neil. He gave a 
shout out to some early teammates, including former captain Randy 
Cunneyworth, “a pro’s pro.” And Marty Straka taught a homesick rookie 
Alfredsson about the wonder of phone cards for making European calls.  

Coaches Rick Bowness, Jacques Martin and Bryan Murray helped shape 
his Hall of Fame career. Alfredsson called the late Murray “the best 
bench coach I ever had” and said he dearly misses Murray and their talks 
about life and hockey. Murray died of cancer in 2017.  

“He gave us the confidence to believe that a team from Ottawa was as 
good as any team in the league,” Alfredsson said, who didn’t forget to 
thank the Senators medical and training staff.  

Senators’ legend Alfredsson honoured to be inducted into the HHOF 

Early in his address, Alfredsson paid tribute to Salming, the ailing Maple 
Leafs warrior who was feted before the Hockey Night In Canada game 
on Saturday. Alfredsson played against the great defenceman in his first 
year in the Swedish Elite League.  

“He’s such a legend that I found myself watching him intently – ‘The King’ 
– in warmups, and I just couldn’t take my eyes off him for the whole 
warmup. I barely took a shot. Thank you, Borje, for everything you did for 
all the Swedish players who followed in your footsteps. You’re a true 
trailblazer.” 

Naturally, Alfredsson had some love for the city of Ottawa he now calls 
home. He thanked fans for years of support.  

“Ottawa’s been the perfect place for me to live, work and raise my 
family,” Alfredsson said. “And it still gives me goosebumps to enter the 
arena and be reminded of all the great memories we created there.” 

Alfredsson, 49, already has the Key to the City of Ottawa, a place in the 
Ottawa Sports Hall of Fame, an honorary Doctor of Laws from Carleton 
University – and now a plaque in the Hockey Hall of Fame. Not bad for 
an unassuming kid from the west coast of Sweden.  

Alfie, delightful enigma 

No one has ever been able to categorize, pigeon-hole, Alfredsson. And 
who would want to?  

He was modest, yet had flair – with his game and his hair.  

He spoke softly but could be shockingly frank.  

A clean player who never exceeded 50 PIM in a season, he was fierce 
when he had to be (ask Darcy Tucker).  

Modest in stature, too, at 5-10, 195 pounds, but with lower body strength 
that left teammates in awe (they credited his big trunk).  

Alfie’s ability to bounce back ahead of schedule from injury, whether 
concussion, hip flexor or knee, was wolverine-like.  

As a hockey player, Alfie was no child prodigy. In his early years he didn’t 
even play forward. He started as a defenceman, before finding his place 
on the right wing. In Sweden, he often practiced on outdoor ice and found 
the practices more fun than the games. Arriving in North America, he was 
surprised to find out that players here derided practice as tedious.  

After Senators practices, Alfredsson played a ritual game of ‘keepaway’ 
with a teammate (often Mike Fisher or Chris Neil). Coaches sometimes 
had to drag Alfie off the ice, wanting him fresh for the games. 

Incredibly, this man who spent 17 seasons with the Senators (one with 
Detroit) came close to never coming to Ottawa.  

Tkachuk hopes to follow Alfredsson's footsteps for Senators organization 

When he was drafted by the Senators in 1994, in the sixth round (their 
SECOND pick of the sixth round), 133rd overall, scout John Ferguson 
had to push hard to convince the Ottawa draft team to take this longshot. 
The Sens had already selected Czechs Radek Bonk and Stan Neckar in 
this draft and one member of the management group railed against the 
Alfie pitch: “Not another (bleeping) Euro,” he said, approximately.  

As it turned out, of course, Alfredsson was not just another European 
player. Despite quick success as a rookie, Alfredsson had arrived with 
modest goals and limited knowledge of the NHL. NHL games weren’t 
prevalent on Swedish TV in those days, and when someone told him 
he’d been drafted by Ottawa, he didn’t really know what that meant. As a 
boy, his hockey dreams were limited to playing for the national team in a 
world championship, a goal he achieved in 1995 – the Swedes won a 
silver medal and Alfie scored the overtime winner against Canada in the 
game that sent Sweden to the final against Finland.  

Years later, he told us many times he figured he’d play a year or two in 
the NHL and return to Sweden. Having Dave Allison as his head coach, 
after Rick Bowness was fired, nearly shortened Alfredsson’s career 
expectations even more.  

But then coach Jacques Martin arrived on the scene, the Senators 
moved into the new Palladium (now the Canadian Tire Centre) in 
January of 1996 and the team improved while Alfredsson was finishing 
up a Calder Trophy season. He never looked back.  

Behind the strength of the ‘Pizza Line’ of Dany Heatley, Jason Spezza 
and Alfredsson, the Senators were contenders for years to come and 
reached the Stanley Cup final in 2007.  

Asked to define his legacy in the game, Alfredsson says that is up to 
others to assess. But he feels that his work ethic was the key to his 
success. He had the skill of a star but gave the effort of a third line 
checker.  

“I was good at working hard,” Alfie says. “It wasn’t easy, but it didn’t feel 
as much of a chore as it sounds like.” 

His work with mental health initiatives, sparked by his personal 
experience with sister Cecelia’s anxiety disorder, augments his hockey 
legacy. Alfredsson was the celebrity face of the 2008 ‘You Know Who I 
Am’ campaign of the Royal Ottawa Hospital.  

Captaincy questioned 
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Few players endured more ups and downs with a franchise. Alfredsson’s 
Senators survived bankruptcy challenges, frequent ownership and 
management changes and playoff failures that would fall on the 
shoulders of the captain who succeeded Yashin in 1999.  

Seems beyond belief, now, but in the prime of his career, Alfredsson’s 
leadership was questioned by management after a 2001 playoff loss to 
the Maple Leafs and it was unclear if he would remain captain. He 
missed training camp that fall and only returned with a makeshift, one-
year contract worth $3 million.  

Several years later, Alfredsson bore the brunt of a 2006 playoff series 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres, with Jason Pominville beating Alfie to score 
the deciding goal. Fans were down on their captain but in his fashion, 
Alfie rebounded with a monster season and scored the series clinching 
goal against the Sabres – Ottawa’s ticket to the Cup final. Redemption 
complete.  

The Senators have had their share of star players, from Marian Hossa 
and Spezza to Redden and Erik Karlsson. Some had more talent than 
Alfredsson but none captured the imagination of fans as Alfie did. He is 
the one true franchise icon.  

And their first Hall of Famer. The wait is over, Alfie.  

Daniel Alfredsson Player Profile 

Born: Dec 11, 1972 (age 49) in Gothenburg, Sweden 

NHL career: 1,246 GP | 444 G | 713 A | 1,157 PTS | +155 

NHL seasons: 17 

Senators captain: 13 seasons 

Playoff points: 100 

20-goal seasons: 13 

Senators franchise leader: Goals (426), Assists (682), Points (1,108) 

Stanley Cup finals: 1, 2007 

Olympic Games: 5  

Olympic gold: 2006 (Alfredsson led Sweden in scoring with 10 points) 

World Championships: 7 (two silver medals, two bronze) 

Fun fact: Alfredsson was the first NHL player to score a shootout goal 
when the format was introduced in 2005. It came on Oct. 5, 2005, against 
Ed Balfour of the Maple Leafs and is noted in the Guinness World Book 
of Records. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Maple Leafs will deal with scary reality of Jake 
Muzzin's health 

Maple Leafs will still rely on Muzzin’s experience and perspective off the 
ice 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO -- To understand why the Toronto Maple Leafs rolled the dice 
on an aging and oft-injured Jake Muzzin this season is to know what the 
man means to the dressing room. 

As blunt as he is bruising, the Stanley Cup winner has been described by 
coach Sheldon Keefe as the team’s “conscience.” 

Muzzin’s words carry a weight as heavy and honest as the way the 
defenceman has played the game for a dozen winters. 

Early in his Leafs tenure, Muzzin hit the nail on its sensitive head when 
he called his peers out for wanting “the easy game.” 

“We have to find the urgency, the passion, the love of the game, the love 
to compete for each other. All that needs to come,” Muzzin implored 
during one of this core’s multiple roller-coaster seasons. “I don’t know 
why it’s not there. We want the easy game, and when you play good 
teams, it’s not going to be easy. 

“It’s everything. Physically, we need to be stronger. Mentally, need to be 
ready. Having that intensity in our game. We have to take a look at 
ourselves.” 

'There's a lot bigger things out here than hockey': Marner on Muzzin's 
long-term absence 

Muzzin can dish the tough love because everything he’s reaped from 
hockey has been hard-earned. He commands his fellow Maple Leafs’ 
respect as well their attention. 

He is also a uniting force, a letterless captain who can play the role of 
social convenor, a wicked dry wit who is happy to mentor and share from 
experience. 

“There's a void there just as much as there is on the ice,” Morgan Rielly 
says. “On the plane, he's our guy in poker. He's just a big part of our 
group — on the road, on the plane, in the room, on the ice. So it's on our 
guys now to accept more responsibility to step up. And realize that 
there's a gap there without him, and we got to make sure that we fill it.” 

On multiple occasions, Mitch Marner has referred to Muzzin as his best 
friend on the team. 

“You take him out, and other people are now having to say more, 
address different situations,” Keefe explains. 

As a result, the club has tried to keep Muzzin involved in off-ice 
meetings. They love seeing him, as Marner says, “still working his bag off 
in the gym every day, trying to stay ready.” 

They want his perspective but would rather his boxouts and zone clears, 
too. 

“Not quite the same as when you have him in uniform,” Keefe says. 
“That’s what we talked about (internally). Other people have had to step 
up in those areas.” 

Dealing with multiple concussions, Muzzin only managed to appear in 47 
games last season but was rock solid in Toronto’s seven-game playoff 
series against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

GM Kyle Dubas could have deemed the left shot an injury risk and 
dangled Muzzin as trade bait over the summer. But replacing his minutes 
— his presence — was seen as too tall an order, so Toronto bet on 
Muzzin staying healthy enough. 

Now, a frightening reality is sinking in: There is no guarantee Muzzin 
plays another NHL game. 

Dubas says 'it's hard to predict' if Muzzin will play for Maple Leafs again 
this season 

On Monday, after half a training camp and just four appearances, Muzzin 
was ruled out indefinitely due to a cervical spine injury. He’s suffered two 
of those as a Leaf, the first back in the 2020 playoff bubble against 
Columbus. 

Muzzin will be re-evaluated in late February, prior to the March 3 trade 
deadline, and won’t play until March. That’s best-case scenario. 

“We have to do what's right for his long-term health. He’s a father of two 
young children and husband, and we have to make sure that we're doing 
right by him,” Dubas says. “As important as he is to us as a player, his 
health is paramount." 
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“I’m sure he wants to be out there more than anyone in the world,” 
Marner adds. “It obviously sucks for him.” 

After Muzzin’s February appointment with his specialist, Dubas can 
decide whether he is likely to return ahead of the post-season or if he can 
take the player’s $5.625 million cap hit (sitting on LTIR) and go shopping 
to fill his roster’s Muzzin-sized hole. 

“Significant absence,” Keefe says. "On the ice, for sure. You see our 
penalty kill hasn't been the same. When you lose a guy like that that you 
lean on so much, everybody else has to play more and in different 
situations than they're maybe accustomed to — and that's part of what 
we're going through a bit on the back end.” 

Dubas says injuries on defence a 'great chance' for younger players to 
take on bigger role 

A source of early-season fluctuation and frustration, Toronto’s blue line 
needs cohesion. With the trade market quiet and the organizational depth 
under pressure, no easy fix is on the horizon. 

Complicating matters in the near term is an oblique injury suffered by T.J. 
Brodie, Toronto’s most reliable and adaptable defenceman. 

Prior to sitting out Saturday’s win over Vancouver, Brodie had played in 
every game since signing with the Leafs in 2020-21. Sliding to injured 
reserve, Brodie is expected to miss two weeks minimum. 

How do the Maple Leafs cope? 

Dubas says the first step is to shove more on the plate of developing D-
men Timothy Liljegren and Rasmus Sandin and gauge how much they 
can handle. 

Step 2: Make a trade. 

“Even if (Sandin and Liljegren) elevate themselves, (we must decide) 
whether it's going to be enough to help us really accomplish what we 
want to accomplish — and then evaluate the trade market and go from 
there.” Dubas says. 

“Not in any real hurry to fill (Muzzin’s void) because we want to really see 
what these guys bring.” 

One-Timers 

Matt Murray will make his long-awaited second start of the season 
Tuesday, in Pittsburgh…. Centre Pontus Holmberg, 23, and right-shot 
defenceman Mac Hollowell, 24, were recalled from the AHL Marlies…. 
Depth D-men Victor Mete and Filip Kral are both dealing with injuries…. 
Nick Robertson is having a difficult time sticking in the lineup. After a 
three-game run last week, the 21-year-old winger appears to be a 
healthy scratch Tuesday in Pittsburgh…. With Ilya Samsonov 
progressing from his knee injury, the Maple Leafs are now practising with 
four goaltenders…. Fourth-stringer Joseph Woll suffered a setback in his 
shoulder recovery and also injured an ankle. He'll finally practice in full 
with the Marlies Tuesday, a positive step. He’s still two to three weeks 
away from game action. 

Maple Leafs projected lines Tuesday in Pittsburgh 

Bunting – Matthews - Nylander 

Kerfoot – Tavares - Marner 

Engvall – Holmberg - Järnkrok 

Aston-Reese – Kämpf - Malgin 

Rielly - Benn 

Giordano - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren 

Murray starts 
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TSN.CA / Sutter shuffles lines, sparks Flames offence for second straight 
win 

 

Salim Valji 

 

In his six decades playing and then coaching in the National Hockey 
League, Darryl Sutter might have learned a thing or two. 

The Calgary Flames head coach, perpetually searching for chemistry this 
season with a forward group that includes two new stars, iced a lineup on 
Monday night versus the Los Angeles Kings (a 6-5 Flames victory) that 
had franchise cornerstone Jonathan Huberdeau on the third line with 
defensive stalwarts Mikael Backlund and Trevor Lewis. 

Sutter kept the top unit of Adam Ruzicka, Elias Lindholm and Tyler Toffoli 
intact, while elevating Milan Lucic to play with Nazem Kadri and Andrew 
Mangiapane. Dillon Dube was on the fourth line with Blake Coleman and 
Brett Ritchie. 

All four lines scored in the victory at Scotiabank Saddledome, Calgary’s 
second straight after dropping seven in a row. 

“There was a lot of the game where we did some pretty good things,” 
Flames assistant coach Ryan Huska said, “where we limited chances 
and opportunities.” 

Huska singled out Lindholm and Toffoli for playing at a higher level in 
recent games. Ruzicka, Lindholm and Toffoli combined for eight points, 
and it appears that the top line left winger slot is the 23-year-old 
Ruzicka’s to lose. Huberdeau, once pencilled in to that role, was very 
effective on Monday evening.  

This season, no forwards have started more shifts in the defensive zone 
than Backlund and Lewis, and the logic appeared that those two would 
help Huberdeau acclimate to Sutter’s expectations for play away from the 
puck. Huberdeau promptly scored his first even-strength goal of the 
season to open the scoring. 

The look on Huberdeau’s face showed what the goal meant to him. 

    — Ring of Fire CGY (@RingOfFireCGY) November 15, 2022 

“It was interesting, eh,” the 29-year-old smiled afterwards, when asked 
about his reaction. 

“[Our line] kept things simple and had some scoring chances. I think in 
the first period, we were always in their zone. We worked, we cycled the 
puck. I loved playing with these guys tonight.” 

“I thought he was engaged early on tonight,” Huska said. 

“I think he’s still trying to find his way a little bit for sure, and now he’s 
gotta try to figure out some new guys to play with, but he’s a good player 
and he’s going to do that.” 

The victory moved Calgary above 0.500 (7-6-2), but it was far from 
perfect. The Flames let a 6-3 lead fritter away, and their play in the 
defensive zone remains a work in progress. The Kings (10-7-1) came 
within a last-minute, Jacob Markstrom cross-crease save of completing 
the comeback. 

    This is what a $6M save looks like   #Markstrom #Flames 
pic.twitter.com/hoqqNjvbDv 

    — In The Dome (@InTheDomePod) November 15, 2022 

You’re not going to win when you let in that many goals, that’s for sure,” 
Huska said. 
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“You get away with one tonight for sure, so I think it’s been a message 
we’ve had with our players all year. You have to win games and prepare 
to win games 3-2. That’s what it comes down to. When you’re giving up 
five [goals], you’re not going to win games. Our players know that.” 

Huberdeau grinned when asked if Monday’s 11-goal affair reminded him 
of his days with the Florida Panthers when high-scoring games were far 
more common. 

“It won’t happen that much here,” he said, “but, at the end of the day, we 
came out with the win.” 

Calgary opens a season-long six-game road trip on Thursday against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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TSN.CA / Out with a cervical spine injury, Muzzin may not return to Leafs 
lineup 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Monday ahead of 
Tuesday’s game against the Penguins in Pittsburgh.  

Jake Muzzin is out indefinitely with a cervical spine injury. He will be re-
evaluated in late February. It's unclear if the veteran defenceman will be 
able to return to the Leafs lineup.  

"It is not something you want to really mess around with," general 
manager Kyle Dubas said. "Unless he is 100 per cent sure that this 
recovery time is going to allow it to settle and not be an issue, we have to 
do what is right for his long-term health. He is a father of two young 
children and a husband. We have to make sure we are doing right by 
him. As important as he is to us as a player, his health is paramount." 

"I heard about it a lot earlier than you guys, obviously," said winger Mitch 
Marner, who considers Muzzin among his closest friends on the team. 
"When you get news like that it's pretty emotional. It was just me and him 
in the room when he told me and it's a sad thing."  

Muzzin, who will turn 34 in February, has been sidelined since colliding 
with Arizona Coyotes forward Clayton Keller in Toronto's fourth game of 
the season on Oct. 17.  

Dubas pointed out this isn't the first injury like this for Muzzin, who was 
stretchered off the ice following an awkward collision near the end of 
Game 2 of the 2020 bubble best-of-five playoff qualifying series against 
the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

Muzzin will continue to be around the group. He's working out in the gym 
and providing teammates with advice and encouragement.  

"We think, because of his experience not just as a member of our team 
here but his experience previously winning in L.A., he can still bring a lot 
to our team," said Dubas. "We are fortunate to have him and have him 
around." 

"He's been awesome around the rink still," said Marner. "He's still 
bringing that positivity regardless of the news that he's getting."  

Muzzin will go back to Los Angeles to meet with a specialist in February. 
It's only at that time that the Leafs will know for sure if Muzzin is able to 
return.  

"If we had any experience with this thing, I would stand up and give some 
semblance of a clear answer," said Dubas. "Because of the nature of the 
injury and because we really don't have a lot of experience with this type 

of injury — we are more relying on other sports that don't replicate 
hockey exactly — it is hard to predict."  

In the mean time, Dubas is looking to see whether young defencemen 
Rasmus Sandin, 22, and Timothy Liljegren, 23, can handle more.  

"Step two will be identifying — even if they elevate themselves — if it is 
going to be enough to help us really accomplish what we want to 
accomplish, and then we will evaluate the trade market and go from 
there," Dubas continued. "We are not in any real hurry. We want to see 
what these guys bring." 

Dubas points out that Mark Giordano will help fill the leadership void. 
Head coach Sheldon Keefe recently revealed the team is urging the 39-
year-old, who was acquired at the trade deadline last year, to speak up 
more.  

"We now have Gio, who adds that kind of veteran stability," Dubas said.  

The trade deadline is March 3.  

"As we go through the year, we will be really closely evaluating how it 
goes," Dubas promised.  

0 seconds of 2 minutes, 13 secondsVolume 90% 

Leafs D Muzzin out until at least February; Brodie also on IR 

The Maple Leafs announced that defenceman Jake Muzzin is out 
indefinitely due to a cervical spine injury, and his status will be re-
evaluated in late February. The team also revealed that fellow blueliner 
T.J. Brodie has also been placed on IR with an oblique injury. TSN’s 
Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

T.J. Brodie will be out at least two weeks with an oblique injury. Where 
will the Leafs miss the defenceman most?  

"It is the stability that he brings not just in how he plays but also in how 
he makes others better around him," said Keefe, who dubbed the 32-
year-old "Mr. Consistent" last year. "That is the biggest piece for sure." 

Brodie leads the Leafs in even-strength minutes (18:11 per game) and is 
tied with Justin Holl for the most short-handed minutes (3:07 per game).  

"You can always depend on him defensively," Marner noted. "He's 
always in the right spot. He's always making the right plays. He's 
definitely a big piece." 

On Saturday, Brodie missed his first game since signing with the Leafs.  

"I was really happy with how we managed it the other night," Keefe said. 
"Jordie Benn came in and played his first game for us, we were on a 
back-to-back, and we had to kill some penalties late in the game with the 
game on the line. It was really encouraging to see how the guys 
responded to that. We are obviously going to need more of it." 

Benn moved up to play with Morgan Rielly while Giordano ended up with 
Holl, who had been playing with Brodie. Sandin and Liljegren linked up 
on the third pair.   

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Leafs’ Brodie expected to miss a couple weeks with oblique injury 

After he was scratched on Saturday against the Canucks, Sheldon Keefe 
revealed that Maple Leafs defenceman T.J. Brodie will miss a couple of 
weeks with an oblique injury. 

--- 

Benn actually scored the winning goal against the Vancouver Canucks 
on Saturday.  

"That was awesome," said Auston Matthews with a big smile. "I wasn't 
expecting a d-man to be in the paint there." 
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"The puck just started coming up the wall," Benn explained. "I saw Mo 
start sliding so I wanted to slide in and just so happened I ended up in 
front of the net and popped'er in." 

It was Benn's first goal since Jan. 24 and led to an exuberant celebration.  

"It doesn't happen too often so I didn't really know what to do," the ex-
Canuck admitted. "But, thank God Matty came and I was like, all right, 
here's a hug."  

It was a sweet moment for the 35-year-old from Victoria.  

"I was a Canucks fan so it's definitely nice to stick it to them a little bit," 
he said with a grin. 

Benn was getting a look with Rielly early in the pre-season when he 
sustained a groin injury.  

"It's frustrating, but s--t happens," he said succinctly.  

Now, Benn appears eager to make up for lost time. He landed four hits 
and made a key block on the penalty kill while logging more than 17 
minutes against the Canucks. 

"He was really good," said Keefe. "He was really competitive. All of the 
things we know about him: a competitive, intelligent defender. He made 
some plays with the puck and moved it really well. He scored us a huge 
goal. Particularly when you take out a presence like Brodie, it is good to 
have someone like that come into our group."  

--- 

Matt Murray appears ready to return from an adductor injury and is 
scheduled to get the start on Tuesday in Pittsburgh. It will be his first time 
playing at PPG Paints Arena since being traded by the Penguins to the 
Ottawa Senators in October of 2020.  

"I always enjoy going back to Pittsburgh and seeing people that I haven't 
seen in quite some time so I'll be looking forward to that," Murray said. 
"Even some of the security guys in the building and people like that. You 
know, guys that took care of me when I was there. Just really cool to see 
those kinds of people." 

Murray, who backstopped the Penguins to two Stanley Cups, received a 
video tribute when the Senators played in Pittsburgh in January, but the 
goalie was sidelined at that time. The 28-year-old did play the Penguins 
in February, stopping 42 of 43 shots in a Senators loss.  

"They're just a dangerous group so being on the other side of it for the 
first time was definitely strange," he recalled.  

Murray tore his groin during a morning skate on Oct. 15 before he was 
set to make his second start with the Leafs.  

The Thunder Bay, Ont., native has now gone through three full practices 
since the injury.   

"To have him back healthy and to give him an opportunity to get back in 
the net and get rolling is important for us," said Keefe. "It is really good to 
see that he has come back on the early side of his timeline. It was kind of 
a four-to-six week type of deal. He put in a lot of hard work. The medical 
team took care of him and pushed him hard. He looks very much ready. 
We have given him a few extra days here and the addition of this practice 
to add to his workload so that he is all the more prepared. We are making 
sure that he is 100 per cent. When I say 100 per cent, there is the 
physical part of it with the injury, and then there is getting in the net, 
stopping pucks, getting into your routine, and feeling confident that you 
can go and perform at your best." 

Murray allowed four goals on 23 shots in a season-opening loss in 
Montreal.   
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Murray poised to play in Pittsburgh for first time since trade 

Matt Murray will start in goal Tuesday against his former team when the 
Maple Leafs visit the Penguins. The goaltender spoke about playing in 
Pittsburgh for the first time since being traded, and how he feels with just 
one game under his belt this year. 

--- 

Ilya Samsonov took part in his first practice since hurting his knee on 
Nov. 5.  

"I haven't had an update since we left the practice, but the amount of 
work he did today tells me he is feeling really good," said Keefe. "I know 
they were going to start off the day feeling it out and making sure they're 
not progressing too quickly, but we expected him to take a step today 
from what he has been doing on the ice. He looked like he did that and 
then some. It is very encouraging and great to see both guys [Murray and 
Samsonov] out on the ice working together." 

Erik Kallgren and Keith Petruzzelli, who was signed to an entry-level 
contract after Samsonov got hurt, also took part in practice.  

"The goaltending depth and defence depth have both been tested here," 
acknowledged Dubas. "The goaltending one severely with Matt, Ilya, and 
Joseph Woll all out." 

Woll has been sidelined since undergoing off-season shoulder surgery.  

"He had a bit of a setback with the shoulder," Dubas revealed. "In his 
recovery, he sustained a bit of an ankle injury. He is slated to participate 
tomorrow with the Marlies in full practice. To me, that is a positive sign. 
With what he is coming back from, we just need to continue to be patient. 
We are hopeful that in the next two or three weeks, he can be back up to 
full practices, get cleared, and get rolling again as well." 

--- 

For the first time this season, Matthews and Marner started Saturday's 
game on separate lines. Matthews played between Michael Bunting and 
William Nylander while Marner joined Alex Kerfoot and John Tavares. 
And that's how Toronto's top six will look when Tuesday's game starts.  

"We think it makes sense to continue with it for a little bit here," Keefe 
said.  

"I'm really comfortable with Willy," said Matthews, who has only scored 
two goals in 5-on-5 play this season. "We have really good chemistry. 
Even though we don't play a whole lot together other than the power play 
nowadays I think we still kind of understand each other’s game and know 
where we want to be out there and how we want to play. We really 
utilized each other and generated some good chances." 

The reviews were more mixed for Tavares and Marner.  

"I still think we can generate a little more, make it a little tougher on the 
opponent," Tavares said. "But, certainly, two guys I'm very familiar with 
and played with a lot in my time here. I thought Kerf found me a few 
times for some nice looks so keep building on that."  

Tavares scored a career-high 47 goals while playing alongside Marner 
during his first season in Toronto. 

"Our games do mesh well," said Tavares. "Obviously, we played that 
whole year together and had a lot of success and have had periods here 
and there since then and still play a good amount of time on the power 
play. Obviously, have a really good feel for his game. I think he has a 
good feel for my game. So, don't need to go out there and force the issue 
and do too much."  

How does Marner's outlook change?  

"For me, it's trying to find my way through the neutral zone with the puck 
a little more maybe and trying to find speed off the rush and try to find 
him in spots where he's coming in later or going back side and stuff like 
that," he said.   
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Keefe split up Matthews and Marner for a 10-game stretch early last 
season following a slow start by the team. Tavares also played with 
Marner when Matthews missed nine games due to injury.   

The Leafs sat in a tie for 23rd in 5-on-5 goals this season entering 
Monday's games.  
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Leafs Ice Chips: Matthews, Marner remain split up 

Sheldon Keefe stuck with his lines at practice on Monday, which saw 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner on different lines. Mark Masters has 
more on the Leafs' lineup as they get set to visit the Penguins on 
Tuesday. 

--- 

The Leafs have yet to live up to their own lofty expectations so far, but 
Dubas isn't worried.  

"It may come off as strange, but in my role with the team, I personally 
think going through these types of things — whether it is injury or poor 
play that results in some consternation about where we are at — is a 
very positive thing," he said. "You learn a lot about the people you are 
with day in and day out. You learn who can handle it and who may not be 
able to." 

The noise in the market got ratcheted up after the team went winless 
over four games in Las Vegas and California at the end of October.  

"Coming back off of that Western road trip where we did not play well, I 
thought our guys did an excellent job here the whole week at home in 
getting ready to roll and putting together a really good week," Dubas 
noted. "Last week, on the [Sunday in Carolina] going into the second 
period, we are down again. Rather than let that start to snowball, they 
dug in and found their way. That, to me, is very encouraging. If you look 
around the league, it is so close right now. There are maybe three or four 
teams that would be really happy with the way they have started 
unequivocally. The others have been a bit up and down." 

The Leafs still sit second in the Atlantic Division, but are only two points 
up on Tampa Bay, Florida, Detroit and Montreal.  

Dubas credits Keefe for navigating the team through this early-season 
turbulence.  

"Everything is done with a purpose," Dubas stressed. "There is never 
anything about him that isn't purposeful. In my time knowing him and 
working with him, when things are not necessarily perfect, he finds a way 
to be at his best and get the most out of the group. The thing for me 
about Sheldon that has been most encouraging in working with him, even 
as we have gone through this season where we have had stretches 
where we haven't played as well: The group responds to him." 

On Friday night, Keefe coached his 200th game behind the Leafs bench. 
On Nov. 20, he will mark his third anniversary in the job.  

"He is always adapting and trying to change the way he does things to 
make sure he is always getting through to the group," Dubas said.  

0 seconds of 0 secondsVolume 90% 

Dubas gives vote of confidence to Keefe and team 

 

Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas spoke to the media about the 
state of the team after 16 games and how head coach Sheldon Keefe 
has done so far. 

--- 

Lines at Monday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Holmberg - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Malgin  

Simmonds, Robertson  

Rielly - Benn  

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Clifford - Hollowell  

Murray  

Kallgren  

Samsonov  

Petruzzelli 

Power-play units at Monday's practice:  

PP1 

Rielly, Nylander, Matthews, Marner, Tavares  

PP2 

Sandin, Malgin, Kerfoot, Jarnkrok, Bunting 
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TSN.CA / A team’s goal differential, even this early, matters 

 

Travis Yost 

 

What separates the Toronto Maple Leafs and Ottawa Senators so far in 
the 2022-23 NHL season? 

In the standings, there is already an eight-point gap, but the Maple Leafs 
(+1) are just one goal better than the Senators (even) on the season. 
Meanwhile, the Winnipeg Jets (+10) are sitting tied for sixth place in the 
NHL. They are just two points ahead of the Montreal Canadiens (-1), 
despite already being 11 goals better. 

What’s my point? The regular-season standings are frequently 
disorienting, especially in the early parts of the season. Racking up wins 
is just as essential in October as it is in March but understanding a 
team’s true talent level through the lens of a win-loss record can be a 
fool’s gambit. 

If we consider just wins and losses, Toronto and Ottawa hardly look like 
the same calibre of team, whereas Winnipeg and Montreal look 
comparable. Turn your unit of measure from wins and losses towards 
goal differential, and you are left with the opposite conclusions. 

The reason for this is relatively straightforward. Imagine two teams, both 
of which have an equitable number of wins and losses. One team only 
loses in regulation, the second in shootouts. The second team has likely 
amassed many more points in the standings despite having an identical 
goal differential. 

There are other ways goal differentials and records can diverge – a .500 
team that wins in blowouts and loses close tends to finish the year with a 
much better record than their counterpart, a .500 team that wins close 
games and loses in blowouts. 

And a team’s goal differential, even this early in the season, matters quite 
a bit. Consider the relationship between a team’s goal differential at a 
given point in the season relative to where they finished the year: 
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What does this look like in practice? Consider teams who have had a 
near zero goal differential 15 games into the regular season, where four 
Canadian clubs – the Toronto Maple Leafs, Ottawa Senators, Montreal 
Canadiens, and Edmonton Oilers – sit right now. 

In at least those four markets, the front offices are trying to get a sense of 
how capable their lineup is. We can lean on historical examples as a 
gauge – after all, we have had many teams similarly situated in years 
past and can study how their respective seasons ended. Here is what 
that data shows: 

As expected, with more games played you see more differentiation in 
performance. But a team with an even goal differential at the 15-game 
marker tends to also have an even goal differential at future markers. 
You will have your outliers – the 2014 New York Rangers and 2018 
Buffalo Sabres appeared to be average teams at the 15-game mark, only 
to significantly deviate as the rest of the season progresses – but it goes 
to show you how meaningful goal differential can be as a forecaster of 
future outcomes. 

Compare that to teams who have amassed a double-digit goal differential 
or better after just 15 games – that would include the Jets and a number 
of other teams right now. You can see these teams tended to continue 
outperforming their peers, and near season’s end the average team was 
35 goals better than break-even: 

The math offers some interesting early-season questions for a number of 
the Canadian teams, especially considering the varying expectations 
each franchise is under. 

- The Maple Leafs have put some daylight between themselves and their 
competitors, but should we really be encouraged by a Stanley Cup 
contender that is one goal better than the league over 15 games? 

- The Senators should stay patient as their performance looks much 
better than the results early on. But for a team that’s in a deep playoff 
drought, just how patient can they be? 

- The Vancouver Canucks may have amassed the same number of 
points as the Senators but are -13 goals underwater in just 16 games. It’s 
probably already time to panic. 

Fifteen games is a small segment of the season, but it’s still quite 
meaningful. If you haven’t been using the first month of the season to 
calibrate your understanding of each team’s potential this season – well, 
it’s high time to do so. 
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