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Carolina plays Colorado in a non-conference matchup 
Colorado Avalanche (8-5-1, third in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, third in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes and the Colorado 
Avalanche face off in a non-conference matchup. 

Carolina is 4-2-0 at home and 10-5-1 overall. The Hurricanes 
have gone 3-0-1 in one-goal games. 

Colorado has an 8-5-1 record overall and a 4-3-0 record in 
road games. The Avalanche have a 1-4-1 record in games 
decided by a goal. 

The matchup Thursday is the fourth time these teams square 
off this season. The Avalanche won 4-1 in the last meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Martin Necas has scored seven goals 
with 12 assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has three 
goals and five assists over the past 10 games. 

Nathan MacKinnon has four goals and 20 assists for the 
Avalanche. Mikko Rantanen has eight goals and eight 
assists over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 
4.6 assists, 4.1 penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.6 goals per game. 

Avalanche: 6-4-0, averaging 3.3 goals, six assists, 3.7 
penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo 
Teravainen: out (upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Avalanche: Valeri Nichushkin: out (ankle), Kurtis MacDermid: 
out (lower-body), Darren Helm: out (undisclosed), Gabriel 
Landeskog: out (knee), Bowen Byram: out (undisclosed), 
Shane Bowers: out (upper-body). 

 
 
 
 
 

 

About Last Night: The Pyotr Kochetkov Experience 
Pyotr Kochetkov dazzled again for the Hurricanes last night 
in Chicago, making 27 saves and securing his first NHL 
shutout. 

By Brett Finger  

Pyotr Kochetkov’s young NHL career with the Carolina 
Hurricanes has been a wild ride. 

The 23-year-old backstop broke into the league at the tail 
end of the 2021-22 season and picked up wins in each of his 
first three regular-season appearances (all of which were on 
the road against Metropolitan Division clubs). 

He then won his first playoff start, got shelled by the Bruins 
and Rangers in three straight losses, went back to AHL 
Chicago, and dominated the Springfield Thunderbirds to win 
the Calder Cup. 

This year, he started in Chicago, put together three great 
performances prior to his call-up, and beat Connor 
McDavid’s Edmonton Oilers in his season debut. Then, last 
night, he went back to Chicago again, but this time, it was as 
an NHLer. 

Across the ice from young Pyotr was veteran Petr - Petr 
Mrazek. He led the Hurricanes to their first playoff run in a 
decade back in 2019 and tended goal for some of the 
greatest moments of Rod Brind’Amour’s coaching tenure. 

It was only fitting that Kochetkov’s first NHL shutout, a 
marvelous 27-save effort, happened in Chicago against the 
one-time goalie of the present and future. It’s hard not to see 
some similarities between the two goalies who played in last 
night’s game. They’re almost identical in stature, at least 
according to what the league has recorded, and they’re both 
an absolute fever dream in the crease. 
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Both goalies put their athleticism and desperation in the 
crease on display last night, but it was Kochetkov who made 
the incredible, game-deciding saves that were reminiscent of 
the ones that Mrazek made once upon a time. 

There’s no assurance that Kochetkov will be the goalie of the 
future for the Hurricanes, but his early returns as a pro in 
North America offer a lot of optimism for his future. 

While the Hurricanes set the pace for shots on net and goals 
last night, Chicago didn’t lack for high-danger chances that 
put the spotlight on the young goalie. Despite getting outshot 
21-18 at 5-on-5, the Blackhawks had nine high-danger 
chances to the Hurricanes’ two. 

Kochetkov was up to the task, making big save after big save 
and managing a workload that increased in stress as the 
night went on, especially during Chicago’s four power plays 
opportunities that saw the home team throw the puck around 
and create grade-A scoring opportunities. 

Former Hurricane Max Domi, who is off to a strong start with 
his new team, was on the receiving end of a centering pass 
from Jonathan Toews during an early second-period power 
play, but Kochetkov awkwardly (and effectively) used his 
stick to take space away from him and made a great save in 
a 2-0 game. 

Most of Chicago’s chances came from right in front of the 
Carolina net and were the result of weird, broken plays in 
traffic that required a great deal of improvisation that 
Kochetkov has proven to have in spades. 

Pyotr, like Petr before him, is unorthodox in his goaltending 
style, but when things are going well, we’ve seen just how 
fun these games can be. 

Of course, Rod Brind’Amour would probably prefer 
something a little tamer, but a win’s a win, and Kochetkov 
has five of them in as many regular-season NHL outings. 

When he’s healthy, Frederik Andersen is this team’s goalie. 
There’s no debate on that front, but Kochetkov’s first two 
starts this season have been a fun reminder of what could be 
in store for the Carolina net in the years to come. 

Just Another Night for the Third Line 

Injuries and lackluster play have forced the Hurricanes to 
tinker with their forward combinations, but one thing that 
hasn’t changed is the performance of the third line. 

Jordan Martinook, Jordan Staal, and Jesper Fast all 
extended their point streaks to three games last night, 
starting with Martinook’s ice-breaker midway through the first 
period. 

The veteran winger won a board battle behind the Chicago 
net, threw the puck back to Brent Burns, went to the front of 
the net, and executed a perfect deflection just under the 
crossbar for his first of two first-period points. 

The second was a secondary assist on a rare Staal snipe 
from the right circle that beat Mrazek on the short side 
through a Fast screen. The goal marked Staal’s first three-
game goal streak since his four-game run in February 2021. 

During a line change in the second period, Fast got on the 
scoresheet by forcing a turnover from Caleb Jones. The puck 
landed on the stick of a wide-open Andrei Svechnikov in the 
slot, a scenario that hasn’t ended well for many teams that 
Carolina has faced this season, and that trend continued with 
Svech’s 12th goal of the year. 

After the loss in Colorado, Brind’Amour talked about the 
need for his team to get everybody going and not just rely on 
one line, but the NHL season is long, and every forward 
combination will hit a lull that puts pressure on other players 
to come through. The Staal line has kept the team afloat and 
competitive over the last few games. 

It’s been a great thing to see, and hopefully, it’s something 
that can happen again when the games and stakes get 
bigger. 

Top Pairing, Top Performance 

Jaccob Slavin has had to adapt and get adjusted to new 
defensive partners several times over the last few seasons. 

It started with Dougie Hamilton in 2018, and together they 
formed one of the best pairings in hockey. He had a year 
with Tony DeAngelo that produced largely positive results, 
but now it’s Brent Burns. 

All three defensemen are offensively focused, so Slavin’s 
responsibilities have remained pretty consistent, but it takes 
time to develop chemistry with new names and faces. 

Last night was one of Slavin and Burns’ best games of the 
season. Burns picked up two primary assists, putting him tied 
for 12th among all NHL defensemen in points with 12. They 
led all Hurricanes skaters in corsi-for and expected goals-for 
percentage, and they were on the ice for two Carolina goals. 

Burns also led all skaters with 24:01 of ice time, a few ticks 
above his season average of 23:29, which is almost one 
minute more than Slavin. Of course, Burns is almost always 
on the ice during the power play, but the more that he plays, 
the better he looks. 

That isn’t surprising, considering he averaged 25:31 of ice 
time from 2015 to the end of last season, but at age 37, it’s 
pretty remarkable that he is still able to play as much as he 
does and still be effective. 

The Slavin-Burns duo should only continue to get better as 
time goes on, and they were great last night in the Windy 
City. 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-colorado-north-carolina-hockey-80eebc57110e4898a81b220470fae2dd 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/15/23460147/about-last-night-the-pyotr-kochetkov-experience-carolina-hurricanes-blackhawks-mrazek-
staal-nhl 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 16, 2022 

 

 

 
 
 

 

1206851 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

NHL owner Tom Dundon sued for at least $184 million over football 
league’s demise 

 

By Daniel Kaplan 

 

The U.S. Trustee overseeing the bankruptcy of the Alliance for American 
Football on Monday sued the defunct minor league’s former owner Tom 
Dundon, who also owns the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes, for at least $184 
million, alleging Dundon tanked the startup when there were financial 
alternatives. 

In an apparent countermove, Dundon in the same bankruptcy court also 
on Monday sued the AAF’s founder, Charlie Ebersol, for $70 million, the 
amount Dundon put into the league between February and April 2019 
before he threw the startup into Chapter 7 bankruptcy proceedings. In his 
complaint, Dundon alleges that Ebersol, the son of legendary sports TV 
producer Dick Ebersol, misled him about the financial state of the AAF. 

“It is our belief that the complaint against Mr. Ebersol was filed for the 
purposes of wrongfully deflecting attention and blame away from the 
lawsuit filed today by the United States Chapter 7 Bankruptcy Trustee 
against Thomas Dundon and (his partner) John Zutter for causing 
damage to the AAF and to all those that were vested in its success,” 
Ebersol lawyer Michael Saltz wrote in an email. “The reason why the 
Bankruptcy Trustee is suing Thomas Dundon, and not Charlie Ebersol, 
for the demise of the AAF is spelled out in the Trustee’s Complaint in 
extensive detail, and which otherwise appears to be supported by 
substantial evidence against Mr. Dundon.” 

Dundon’s lawyer did not reply to an inquiry seeking comment. 

The AAF is long passed, with one new minor football league, the XFL, 
already having come and gone since. A new version of the XFL is set to 
launch in February, and the USFL played its first season this year and is 
scheduled to kick off its second in April. 

Can the XFL and USFL coexist or is a merger in the offing? 

But in the story laid out in the complaint by the trustee, Randolph 
Osherow, the AAF would have been around for a long time had Dundon 
not torpedoed the league. 

“Dundon and his associates dealt on their reputation and the league’s 
trust, which they induced, luring the league into ceding ownership and 
control, believing Dundon, as Dundon repeatedly told the league and the 
press, was committed to the League for ‘years to come,'” the trustee’s 
complaint reads. “Dundon’s ‘years to come’ lasted only 46 days. Instead 
of the $250 million financing commitment Dundon had promised, Dundon 
and his entities used the control they garnered to force the league to 
liquidate after investing less than $70 million and shut down with just two 
weeks remaining in the regular season.” 

The lawsuit proceeds as a normal civil suit, just within the scope of the 
West Texas bankruptcy court, which tries the litigation. 

The trustee’s complaint reveals several details that have not been made 
public previously. Perhaps the most striking: The NFL had agreed to 
proceed with a business partnership with the AAF in exchange for 
warrants worth 15 percent of the startup league. 

The complaint reads that on “January 30, 2019, the NFL and the AAF 
finalized a binding term sheet under which the AAF would spin out its 
technology development and products over time to a technology 
company that would provide the NFL access to those products and under 
which ESMG would issue warrants for an NFL subsidiary to acquire a 15 
percent stake in ESMG.” (ESMG is Ebersol Sports Media Group, the 
original owner of the AAF.) 

The NFL shuttered its last development league, NFL Europe, in 2007. An 
NFL spokesman said via email that he would look into the claim. 

Founded in 2018, the AAF reached a financing deal with former 
Minnesota Vikings limited partner Reggie Fowler to provide up to $200 
million. Fowler in early 2019 began balking at making the payments. In 
April 2019, he was indicted on wire and bank fraud charges, and he 
pleaded guilty earlier this year. 

The funding gap forced Ebersol to miss the first week of player 
payments, about $5 million, in early February 2019. At the time, Ebersol 
blamed the payment absence on back-end processing issues, but in 
reality he was feverishly trying to raise capital. 

Differing versions of what happened after Fowler left the scene emerge in 
the Dundon and Osherow complaints. According to the trustee, Ebersol 
had plenty of interest from investors and chose Dundon because he 
offered $250 million and not just short-term funding. “AAF had received 
significant and genuine interest from a number of potential investors, 
including, but not limited to, Alex Muse, Peter Levine, and the billionaire 
fund, Andreessen Horowitz,” the complaint said. “Furthermore, 
institutional investment banks, such as JP Morgan, had expressed 
interest in financing the AAF through their sports advisory division.” 

In late March 2019, when Dundon was preparing to shut the league 
down, “Jeff Moorad, Ari Emanuel and Mark Shapiro were among those 
interested in purchasing Dundon’s position,” the trustee’s complaint said. 
“In addition, Jonathan Kraft of the New England Patriots coordinated calls 
with prospective buyers to enlighten them that, despite Dundon’s efforts 
to undermine the league, the league was well-positioned for success.” 
Moorad is the former minority owner of the Arizona Diamondbacks and 
San Diego Padres; Emanuel and Shapiro are top executives with 
Endeavor. 

According to Dundon’s complaint, however, he invested based on false 
pretenses, and he said Ebersol induced him with falsehoods about the 
state of the league. 

“In the end, DCP learned Ebersol had not been truthful,” the lawsuit 
reads (DCP is Dundon Capital Partners). “He made multiple false 
representations to DCP and failed to disclose important information that 
would have caused DCP not to invest in the AAF. More importantly, 
Ebersol knew DCP would not have invested if Ebersol had been honest 
about the AAF’s actual financial condition.” 
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Left fully unanswered in the Osherow complaint is if other investors were 
willing to step in — and the trustee’s complaint also alleges that franchise 
owners were ready to buy — why would Dundon not just sell? 

The complaint suggests it was for tax reasons. 

“Contemporaneous with Dundon’s initial funding to the AAF, Dundon 
began looking at the tax attributes (losses) of the AAF enterprise and 
began exploring potential ways he or his companies could capitalize on 
those losses,” the complaint read. “Dundon engaged PriceWaterhouse 
Coopers LLP to assist in those efforts, calling them, in part, ‘Project 
Football.'” 

Most of the AAF bankruptcy, filed in April 2019, is settled. Only a few 
million dollars were in the estate, and after years of back and forth, the 
court agreed to distribute most of it to the players while allowing the 
trustee to pursue a case against Dundon. That case and Dundon’s 
counterclaim against Ebersol are all that remain. 

One interesting note in the trustee’s complaint: NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell allegedly helped persuade Dundon to buy the AAF. 

“On or about February 17, 2019, Ebersol arranged for Dundon to speak 
with NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell about the AAF,” the complaint 
reads. “On information and belief, Goodell reinforced to Dundon that the 
AAF was a viable business and that all key metrics were going in the 
right direction.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.16.2022 
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Avalanche’s rare 6-on-3: Despite no shots on goal, “We executed pretty 
much exactly what we wanted,” Cale Makar says 

Colorado has a 6-on-3 set, but it’s not a situation the Avs practice. They 
found themselves with twice as many men on the ice as St. Louis in a 
desperate last minute. 

 

By BENNETT DURANDO | PUBLISHED November 15, 2022 at 11:13 
a.m. | UPDATED: November 15, 2022 at 6:26 p.m. 

 

It seemed too good to be true. So good, in fact, that it’s a situation never 
practiced by the Avalanche. 

Colorado has a 6-on-3 set that the players keep bookmarked in the 
second or third browser inside their brains. But it’s not a common enough 
circumstance to waste practice time on it. 

The necessary ingredients: two sequential penalties committed by an 
opponent in the last two or three minutes of a close game that the Avs 
are trailing, already requiring them to pull the goalie. 

“We have our set,” coach Jared Bednar said. “We know what it is. Those 
guys know what it is.” 

The stars aligned for the Avalanche’s league-leading power play Monday 
night. But it couldn’t convert in a last-minute flurry against the division 
rival St. Louis Blues, ending a 3-2 loss on an agonizing note. 

Local nemesis Jordan Binnington saved 45 shots for St. Louis, but he 
didn’t need to save a single one during the 56 seconds of 6-on-3 time 
after Colorado pulled goalie Alexandar Georgiev. 

“We executed pretty much exactly what we wanted,” Avalanche 
defenseman Cale Makar said. “We hit the seams. … Just a couple of 
unfortunate bounces.” 

It started when Justin Faulk tripped Josh Manson with 2:01 left. For all 
but one remaining second, Colorado would be on the power play, starting 

with a top unit that had already scored earlier in the period to half the 
deficit. 

At that moment, the Avalanche’s power play success rate was 38.6% 
(17-for-44). That’s first place in the NHL by a 6% margin over Edmonton. 

Pavel Buchnevich sent the puck into the stands 15 seconds later, joining 
Faulk in the box. St. Louis called timeout. 

When Nathan MacKinnon won the ensuing faceoff, Georgiev could have 
been called to the bench, but he wasn’t immediately. Bednar was asked 
after the game if the advantage of a 6-on-3 can become too 
overwhelming in terms of open skaters, leading to over-passing and not 
enough shots. 

“That’s why we didn’t pull him right away: We have a 5-on-3 set that we 
like,” Bednar said. “I don’t think so, though. Because it gives you an extra 
guy down on his forehand by the net is what it does. So the options you 
run on one side, you have them on the other side as well.” 

Still, the Avs generated their best chance during the 5-on-3 portion, 
before pulling Georgiev. Makar released a sharp one-timer that almost 
beat Binnington five-hole, but he barely stopped it between his pads with 
1:16 left. 

Twenty seconds later, the Avalanche upped the urgency. Georgiev to the 
bench. Alex Newhook was the sixth skater. It had been a shaky night for 
the 21-year-old forward, who was demoted mid-game from the second 
line because he was “not playing up to the standard I have set for him,” 
Bednar said. 

His role was dependent on where the puck was. 

“He’s on the goal line on that side, so he’s an option,” Bednar said. “He 
can use a low play or bring it to the net. Or be an option if you’ve got to 
get out of a little bit of trouble. Helps on retrievals. And then if it’s 
shooting from the top middle, then you’ve got to try and get a screen. Be 
a rebounder.” 

“Just try to get to the front of the net,” Newhook said. “We’ve got a lot of 
skilled players out there, so try and cause some havoc. Set some 
screens and stuff like that.” 

The Avalanche moved the puck around. Evan Rodrigues decided not to 
unleash a shot near the blue line. Nathan MacKinnon missed the target 
on two shots. Makar missed on one. 

Top scoring options were on their last legs at this point: Makar played 
29:06 of ice time, MacKinnon 23:21 and Mikko Rantanen 23:58 in an up-
tempo game. “It was fast,” Makar said. “We did the right things to win that 
game.” 

One chance remained, but Artturi Lehkonen’s shot didn’t make it through 
traffic. 

A rare situation ended with an even rarer result: no shots on goal. 

“Had a couple good opportunities. … I think E-Rod probably could have 
shot the other one from the middle of the ice,” Bednar said. “A couple 
good looks there, but that’s kind of the way our night was going. We had 
a lot of good looks and chances to score. We didn’t score. Missed the net 
probably too many times.” 

Denver Post: LOADED: 11.16.2022 
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Saad, Binnington help Blues hold off Avalanche 3-2 

Brandon Saad scored a quirky goal in the second period to break a tie, 
Jordan Binnington stopped 45 shots and the St. Louis Blues weathered a 
late 6-on-3 situation to beat the Colorado Avalanche 3-2 
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By PAT GRAHAM - AP Sports Writer 

 

DENVER (AP) — The St. Louis Blues felt the love from the crowd. Then 
again, their moms were cheering in the stands. 

They were treated to quite a show, too, with plenty of drama at the end. 

Brandon Saad scored a quirky goal in the second period to break a tie, 
Jordan Binnington stopped 45 shots and the Blues weathered a late 6-
on-3 situation to beat the Colorado Avalanche 3-2 on Monday night. 

Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou also scored for the Blues, who had 
their moms join them on the trip to Denver and Chicago. 

“Your mom’s the backbone of your childhood. They’re there for you ever 
since you’re a kid,” Thomas said. “Pretty special to get a win in front of 
them.” 

St. Louis committed two late penalties — tripping and delay of game calls 
— to go down two skaters. And when the Avalanche pulled goalie 
Alexandar Georgiev for an extra attacker, the Blues dodged a 6-on-3 
disadvantage for the final minute to win their third straight game. 

'On the chunky side' — Nebraska mountain lion ends 700-mile trip with 
ticks, scars and a few extra pounds 

Nebraska's 34-3 loss to No. 3 Michigan exposes inconvenient truth 

21-year-old woman dies after she is hit by minivan on northwest 
Nebraska highway 

Farming continues into fourth generation for Bayard's Ryan Liakos 

“That’s probably not the look you want to give up, especially against this 
team,” Thomas said of going against the NHL's top power-play unit 
entering the game. “Can’t give enough credit to those three guys out 
there and Binner. They did an amazing job.” 

On his goal, Saad was passing from down low when the puck deflected 
off the stick of defenseman Cale Makar and then bounced in past 
Georgiev’s skate that was pressed against the post. 

“Fortunate bounce,” Saad said. 

Mikko Rantanen and Artturi Lehkonen had goals for a banged-up 
Avalanche team that had won four in a row. Georgiev stopped 36 shots. 

“They got a couple of lucky breaks. That’s hockey,” Makar said. “I feel 
like we did a lot of good things. We did the right things to win that game.” 

Fresh off being named the league’s first star of the week, Rantanen 
scored the game’s first goal on a feed from Nathan MacKinnon in the 
second period. Rantanen has 20 points at home this season, which leads 
the league. 

Colorado's advantage didn't last long as Thomas tied it 2:20 later. He 
sped past MacKinnon to score on a shot that hit off the post, bounced 
down and appeared to be knocked in by Georgiev. 

Kyrou gave the Blues a 3-1 lead with a power-play goal just 13 seconds 
into the third. The team has only four goals that were faster to start a 
third period, according to NHL Stats. 

Lehkonen made it a one-goal game early in the third, but Binnington 
came up big by stopping 18 shots in the period. 

“What a way to close it," Thomas said. 

A back-and-forth first period featured a combined 28 saves from 
Binnington and Georgiev. But the best stop might have come from Kyrou 
when the Blues' center stuck out his skate to thwart a wraparound 
attempt from Evan Rodrigues. 

The Blues took two penalties in the first period after being called for none 
over the last two games. 

MOVED ON 

Blues coach Craig Berube doesn’t spend much time wondering what 
could’ve been if only Binnington hadn’t been hurt in Game 3 of a second-
round playoff series against Colorado. 

Binnington injured his left knee during a collision with Nazem Kadri and 
teammate Calle Rosen, left the ice and did not return for the rest of the 
series, which Colorado won in six games. 

“I don’t live in the past,” Berube said. “They were the better team. So I 
don’t really focus on that too much.” 

MAKAR'S MARK 

Makar had two assists to give him 198 career points in 192 games. He’s 
trying to become the quickest defenseman to reach 200 points in NHL 
history. 

UP NEXT 

Blues: Finish a three-game trip Wednesday in Chicago. 

Avalanche: Start a three-game trip Thursday at Carolina. 
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4 game win streak comes to an end as Avalanche fall to Blues 3-2 at Ball 
Arena 

 

PAT GRAHAM, AP Sports Writer 

 

The St. Louis Blues felt the love from the crowd. Then again, their moms 
were cheering in the stands. 

They were treated to quite a show, too, with plenty of drama at the end. 

Brandon Saad scored a quirky goal in the second period to break a tie, 
Jordan Binnington stopped 45 shots and the Blues weathered a late 6-
on-3 situation to beat the Colorado Avalanche 3-2 on Monday night. 

Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou also scored for the Blues, who had 
their moms join them on the trip to Denver and Chicago. 

"Your mom's the backbone of your childhood. They're there for you ever 
since you're a kid," Thomas said. "Pretty special to get a win in front of 
them." 

St. Louis committed two late penalties - tripping and delay of game calls - 
to go down two skaters. And when the Avalanche pulled goalie 
Alexandar Georgiev for an extra attacker, the Blues dodged a 6-on-3 
disadvantage for the final minute to win their third straight game. 

"That's probably not the look you want to give up, especially against this 
team," Thomas said of going against the NHL's top power-play unit 
entering the game. "Can't give enough credit to those three guys out 
there and Binner. They did an amazing job." 

On his goal, Saad was passing from down low when the puck deflected 
off the stick of defenseman Cale Makar and then bounced in past 
Georgiev's skate that was pressed against the post. 

"Fortunate bounce," Saad said. 

Mikko Rantanen and Artturi Lehkonen had goals for a banged-up 
Avalanche team that had won four in a row. Georgiev stopped 36 shots. 

Carolina Hurricanes v Colorado Avalanche  

Artturi Lehkonen of the Colorado Avalanche skates at Ball Arena on 
Monday. 
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"They got a couple of lucky breaks. That's hockey," Makar said. "I feel 
like we did a lot of good things. We did the right things to win that game." 

Fresh off being named the league's first star of the week, Rantanen 
scored the game's first goal on a feed from Nathan MacKinnon in the 
second period. Rantanen has 20 points at home this season, which leads 
the league. 

Colorado's advantage didn't last long as Thomas tied it 2:20 later. He 
sped past MacKinnon to score on a shot that hit off the post, bounced 
down and appeared to be knocked in by Georgiev. 

Kyrou gave the Blues a 3-1 lead with a power-play goal just 13 seconds 
into the third. The team has only four goals that were faster to start a 
third period, according to NHL Stats. 

Lehkonen made it a one-goal game early in the third, but Binnington 
came up big by stopping 18 shots in the period. 

"What a way to close it," Thomas said. 

A back-and-forth first period featured a combined 28 saves from 
Binnington and Georgiev. But the best stop might have come from Kyrou 
when the Blues' center stuck out his skate to thwart a wraparound 
attempt from Evan Rodrigues. 

The Blues took two penalties in the first period after being called for none 
over the last two games. 

MOVED ON 

Blues coach Craig Berube doesn't spend much time wondering what 
could've been if only Binnington hadn't been hurt in Game 3 of a second-
round playoff series against Colorado. 

Binnington injured his left knee during a collision with Nazem Kadri and 
teammate Calle Rosen, left the ice and did not return for the rest of the 
series, which Colorado won in six games. 

"I don't live in the past," Berube said. "They were the better team. So I 
don't really focus on that too much." 

MAKAR'S MARK 

Makar had two assists to give him 198 career points in 192 games. He's 
trying to become the quickest defenseman to reach 200 points in NHL 
history. 
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Wild remain goal-challenged in 2-1 loss to Predators 

 

Sarah McLellan 

17-21 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

Respectable defense plus little to no offense equaled another close loss 
for the Wild, this time 2-1 to the Predators on Tuesday at Bridgestone 
Arena to extend their struggles against their Central Division rival. 

Not only have the Wild dropped four of their last six vs. the Predators and 
nine of 11, but they fell to 1-6-2 during their past nine trips to Nashville. 

"We gotta do something for the guys in net," Marcus Foligno told 
reporters in Nashville. "They're doing a really good job. Our D-zone's 
been a lot better. We gotta start finding more pucks and put pucks away." 

How the Wild lost: The Predators scored twice in 44 seconds during the 
first period, an efficient head start that was enough to outlast the visitors. 

Goaltender Juuse Saros made 32 saves, improving to 5-1 in his career 
against the Wild. 

Former Wild forward Nino Niederreiter snuck in uncontested to send a 
rising backhander by goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury at 11:20 before Matt 
Duchene converted on the power play with a one-timer after assisting on 
Niederreiter's goal. Ryan Johansen set up both Nashville tallies. 

Duchene's finish was the first power play goal given up by the Wild in five 
games, snapping a spotless 16-for-16 run by the penalty kill. But the unit 
rebounded, stopping the next three tries for the Predators to go 4-for-5. 

Fleury totaled 23 saves. 

Turning point: Duchene's goal stung the Wild. 

That meant they would need to score at least three goals to move ahead 
of Nashville, a rare feat of late; only once in the Wild's previous five 
games did they net more than three. 

They had a plum opportunity on the power play before the first period 
ended, getting a four-minute look after Brandon Duhaime was high-
sticked in his return from injury, but the team failed to capitalize. 

"It just seems like we're a little bit tense, not intense, but a little bit tense 
right now, and we're just not making the plays," coach Dean Evason said. 
"When the shot's there, we're not seeing it or putting it through to the net. 
So, it has to get better. 

"We'll obviously have a good look at it tonight and decide if there's 
personnel changes or if it's something that we're doing systematically." 

Not until the third did the Wild finally spoil Nashville's shutout bid. 

Just 32 seconds into the period, Frederick Gaudreau slipped a shot 
through Saros for his second goal in as many games. Kirill Kaprizov and 
Mats Zuccarello each picked up assists to push their individual point 
streaks to four games. 

With their deficit cut in half, the Wild went to the power play. 

But like before, the unit didn't provide the lift the team needed and ended 
the night 0-for-5 to go goalless in three straight games (0-for-10) after an 
impressive debut. 

"Those are power plays we gotta capitalize on," Foligno said. "Those are 
game changers. Those win you games or make it close." 

What it means: The Wild have played well on the road this season, 
winning more than twice as many games away as they have at home, but 
Nashville is a tough stop for them. 

Not since Dec. 15, 2016, have the Wild won in regulation at Bridgestone 
Arena; over those 11 games, the Wild were victorious in overtime just 
twice. 

More pressing for the Wild is a lengthy homestand that kicks off on 
Thursday, and the team's performance at Xcel Energy Center has been a 
work in progress. 

This seven-game stint is a chance to build some momentum, but that'll 
be a challenge if the Wild don't start to generate more goals. 

After defense and goaltending were on the hot seat early, now it's the 
offense's turn, with this decline coinciding with the turnaround in their 
own zone. 

Over their past six games, the Wild have eight goals and were shut out 
twice while surrendering 10 regulation goals to go 2-3-1. 

"It's funny because you work on one thing and then it kind of gets 
corrected and then another pops up," Evason said. "But that's what the 
season's for. That's what 82 games are for, and we're going to continue 
to grind at it." 
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Wild's top goalie prospect helps Iowa by scoring an empty-net goal 

 

Sarah McLellan 

19-24 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

Jesper Wallstedt was in a win-win situation. 

While in net last Saturday in the minors, the Wild's top goaltending 
prospect gloved down a dump-in with less than a minute to go in the third 
period and Iowa nursing a two-goal lead. 

If he flung the puck down the ice into the empty net, he'd score a goal. 
And if he missed his target, Wallstedt wouldn't get called for icing since 
Iowa was on the penalty kill; the attempt would simply be an effective 
clear. 

"It felt like the perfect opportunity," Wallstedt said. 

He was right. 

With 33 seconds remaining, Wallstedt sank an almost rink-length shot 
into the middle of the net to become the youngest goalie in American 
Hockey League history to score. 

"I saw pretty early that it was tracking for the goal," he said by phone on 
Tuesday. "It was a good feeling. It felt pretty nice." 

Wallstedt is the first Iowa netminder to record a goal and although this 
was his first professional tally, he has scored in the past. 

When he was 14 years old, he connected on a similar shot while playing 
in a junior league in Sweden. 

"Maybe I had a little less speed on it because I probably wasn't as strong 
as I am now," Wallstedt said. 

This isn't a play Wallstedt practices, but he didn't feel any pressure 
considering the circumstances with Iowa being shorthanded. 

"It's quite a surreal feeling," said Wallstedt, who turned 20 on Monday. 
"You don't really expect it to happen." 

His family and friends in Sweden were sleeping when Wallstedt scored 
but once they woke up, "my phone really started to go off," he said. 

The goal, however, wasn't Wallstedt's only accomplishment on Saturday: 
He also picked up his first victory with Iowa, stopping 37 shots in a 5-2 
win over Chicago. 

"To top it off with a goal is very, very special," he said. 

That was Wallstedt's fourth game of the season, and he dropped his 
three previous starts in overtime. 

Twice he gave up three goals and then surrendered five before this effort 
against Chicago. Making quick pushes around the crease and improving 
his speed have been Wallstedt's focus in his first AHL season after 
leaving Sweden. 

"I feel like I'm growing every day, getting more and more routines in 
place, and slowly but surely putting piece by piece into the big puzzle," 
said Wallstedt, a first-round pick drafted by the Wild 20th overall in 2021. 

And when it comes to offense, Wallstedt loves to try to contribute. 

"For me doing it twice now in my short career has just been amazing," he 
said. "Hopefully some time I might get the chance to do it again." 

Maybe in the NHL? 

"You can only hope for that." 

New look 

Mason Shaw debuted a new number against the Predators, switching 
from 58 to 15 after the team recently told him he should find a place to 
live in Minnesota. 

"[He's] deserving of being here for the rest of the year," coach Dean 
Evason told reporters in Nashville. 

A fourth-round draft pick in 2017, Shaw was one of the final cuts at 
training camp but had been with the Wild ever since he was called up 
from the minors on Oct. 21 after Jordan Greenway was injured. 

Since then, he's scored his first NHL goal and been a sparkplug in the 
lineup. Shaw said he wore No. 15 in minor hockey and that's the number 
his dad, Aaron, wore when he played. 

"It's definitely a very gratifying feeling to get to this point," Shaw said. 
"But I won't take my foot off the gas. Nothing really changes on or off the 
ice for me. It's the same player on the ice. I guess it's just nice to be able 
to get to this point, for sure. Kind of a dream come true." 

Duhaime returns 

Brandon Duhaime was back in action on Tuesday after he was sidelined 
five games with an upper-body injury. 

"You hate to see your teammates battle without you," said Duhaime, who 
had two goals and an assist in 10 games before getting hurt. "Sitting in 
the stands is no fun. It's good to get a good rehab process going, and I 
feel great." 
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Wild come up short in Nashville, fall to Predators 2-1 

 

Jim Diamond 

3-4 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Matt Duchene scored a goal and assisted on 
another to lead the Nashville Predators to a 2-1 victory over the 
Minnesota Wild on Tuesday night. 

Nino Niederreiter also scored and Juuse Saros made 32 saves for 
Nashville. Ryan Johansen had two assists. 

“I thought 5 on 5, it was a pretty even game,” Predators coach John 
Hynes said. “I thought they had some strong pushes at certain times. I 
thought when they were pushing, we were able to defend pretty well.” 

Frederick Gaudreau scored and Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 23 shots for 
the Wild. 

“We played a real strong hockey game,” Minnesota coach Dean Evason 
said. “Their power play scored, ours did not.” 

Niederreiter scored the first goal at 11:20 of the opening period off 
passes from his two linemates, Johansen and Duchene. 

“We’re three pretty heavy guys in the corner and on the forecheck, guys 
that can skate over pucks and physically dominate. So I think we did a 
good job of that,” Duchene said. 

The assist was Duchene’s 700th career point, but the winger didn’t sit on 
that milestone very long. 

Duchene followed 44 seconds later with a power-play goal on a one-
timer from the high slot off a feed from Johansen. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 16, 2022 

 

Saros stopped all 27 shots he faced through the first two periods, but 
Gaudreau finally snuck one by him 32 seconds into the third on the first 
Minnesota shot of the final period. 

Saros wouldn’t allow the equalizer though, preserving the victory by 
denying Joel Eriksson Ek on a point-blank shot with about 90 seconds 
left. 

“He’s the man,” Johansen said of Saros. “He’s got world-class talent. He 
never second-guesses his game. It’s all his work and leadership, his skill 
that he brings every day.” 

A BETTER START 

In scoring two first-period goals and allowing none, the Predators 
reversed a trend that’s plagued them through the first 15 games. Entering 
the day, Nashville had been outscored 20-9 in first periods this season — 
the worst differential in the NHL. 

POINT STREAKS EXTENDED 

With the assists on Gaudreau’s goal, Mats Zuccarello and Kirill Kaprizov 
extended their point streaks to four games. During that span, Zuccarello 
has a goal and three assists while Kaprizov has two goals and three 
assists. 

“Obviously when you don’t score, you lose games,” Zuccarello said. “We 
can’t be too negative after this game. I think we were the better team.” 

WELCOME BACK 

Wild forward Brandon Duhaime returned to the lineup after missing 
Minnesota’s previous five games with an upper-body injury. 
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Wild prospect Jesper Wallstedt on his celebrity status after goalie goal: 
‘It’s been very hectic’ 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 15/11/2022 

 

Wild minor-league goaltender Jesper Wallstedt made a save in net 
Saturday night and then his eyes got big. 

With the Iowa Wild up 4-2 on the Chicago Wolves in an American 
Hockey League game, Wallstedt dropped the puck onto the ice, then 
used his stick to fling it toward the other end of the rink. 

“The goalie was pulled and we had the lead and we were also on the 
penalty kill,” said Wallstedt, who the Wild selected in the first round of the 
2021 NHL Draft. “It was the perfect situation. I didn’t really feel any 
pressure on me because if I missed the net, it would’ve been a good 
clear, then we could go for a change. It felt like the right time to try 
something like that, and it ended up tracking toward the net and going 
in.” 

In that moment, the 20-year-old Wallstedt went viral. It wasn’t long before 
his goalie goal started to spread on social media. It even made an 
appearance on ESPN’s SportsCenter’s Top 10 plays of the day. 

“It’s been very hectic,” said Wallstedt, who estimates he has done about 
10 interviews in the aftermath. “It has really blown up. It’s been very fun, 
though, and I’ve enjoyed it. It’s not something that I get to do very often.” 

It’s actually not the first time Wallstedt has scored a goalie goal. He also 
did it as a 14-year-old in Sweden. 

“It wasn’t caught on camera so some say that it never really happened,” 
Wallstedt joked. “It was fun to get this on camera.” 

Asked about his thought process leading up to the goalie goal, Wallstedt 
made it clear that he wasn’t thinking about it until the moment presented 
itself. 

“My first priority is always saving the puck,” he said. “I’m trying to help us 
win the game. It’s never something that comes to mind, like, ‘OK, I’m 
going to risk this to go score a goal.’ I was just thinking about making the 
next save and the opportunity came and everything happened pretty fast 
in the moment, like, ‘Oh yeah, I have a chance. I’m going to go for it.’ It 
ended up being a goal. That was fun.” 

It also ended up being Wallstedt’s first win as a member of the Iowa Wild. 
He’s still learning the ropes of hockey in North America, and currently 
has a 1-0-3 record to go along with a 3.12 goals-against average and 
0.899 save percentage. 

“It’s a different league than back home,” Wallstedt said. “I feel like every 
day that goes by more pieces of the puzzle are getting put down in the 
right place. We’re tracking in the right direction, and I’m just going to 
keep being patient and working hard and hopefully make something good 
out of it in the long run. We’re not trying to build anything short term here. 
Just keep building and building with a good structure that can hold up for 
a lot years.” 
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Wild in offensive funk as crucial stretch awaits: ‘We’re a little bit tense’ 

 

Joe Smith 

7-9 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

NASHVILLE — Mats Zuccarello was dead-set serious when he said it, 
and you can bet he believes it.  

“I thought we were the better team,” he said.  

Raise your hand if you saw the Wild’s 2-1 loss Tuesday the same way.  

I get that the Wild veteran winger was trying to take the positives. This 
group — specifically the struggling power play — is fighting it enough 
lately. They’re frustrated. They’ve lost some confidence. Why add fuel to 
the fire? 

But while the Wild outshot and out-chanced the Predators, it never really 
felt like they were in control of this game. There were too many perimeter 
shots. Too many times, especially early on, where they were outmuscled 
by Nashville. They were always chasing it, and that’s what happens 
when you dig an early 2-0 deficit.  

Lately, for this team, a two-goal hole is like climbing out of the Grand 
Canyon.  

They’re averaging 1.33 goals per game in the last six games, and their 
power play is in an 0-for-10 funk. This team was never going to be an 
offensive juggernaut, not with Kevin Fiala in L.A. Ryan Hartman out long-
term and Jordan Greenway still sidelined. As coach Dean Evason put it 
the other night they’re “not good enough” to play cute, east-west hockey. 
They’ve got to scrap and claw and fight like hell for every goal.  

“We’re sorting some things out, but we’ve got to find some ways to score 
goals here,” captain Jared Spurgeon said. “The boys are playing great for 
us. One goal is not going to do it.” 
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What’s been tough for the Wild is that they are doing a lot of things 
better. That “goalie crisis” they had early on? Marc-Andre Fleury and Filip 
Gustavsson have certainly turned that around, with Fleury sharp again in 
a 23-save effort. The penalty kill, perfect on the recent road trip, has 
given them a chance, with Matt Duchene’s power-play tally in the first 
period an exception. 

“I thought (Tuesday) was our identity big-time,” said Marcus Foligno. “It’s 
a frustrating loss. Right now, everything points to secondary scoring. I’ve 
got to get myself going. But I feel better though about our game. Our 
forecheck was really good, physicality was there.  

“I liked a lot of the things we did tonight. It’s just one of those things 
where we’ve got to do something for the guys in net.”  

Matt Boldy, a budding superstar, hasn’t scored in six games. 

Marco Rossi, the prized prospect, has zero goals (one point) in his first 
15 games. 

Foligno has one goal in 11 games.  

Tyson Jost is in the press box. 

With the Wild’s salary cap situation, the loss of Fiala, and a handful of 
guys coming off career years, they’re not going anywhere unless some of 
their young guys break through and help. This has felt like a one-line 
team, with a large amount of pressure on Zuccarello and Kirill Kaprizov 
(with Freddy Gaudreau) to carry the load. 

“It can’t be just them,” Foligno said. “It’s been them really the whole 
season.”  

 Zuccarello has had some rough games in terms of turnovers and 
decision-making with the puck, but he’s still one of the biggest threats on 
this team and scored the game-winner in Friday’s 1-0 victory in Seattle.  

Are they pressing?  

“That’s your job to figure out,” Zuccarello said. “We try to go and do a 
good job every time we’re out there. We’re working hard. We’re a four-
line team.” 

I asked Evason before the game whether he’d consider splitting up 
Kaprizov and Zuccarello, even if it’s just temporary. He did that at around 
the same time last season, and Kaprizov admitted afterwards he got the 
“message.”  

“Sure we’d consider it,” Evason said before the game. “We actually 
talked about it. We did it once since we took over and it’s a possibility. 
But we feel that they understand. And you’re in the video session, they 
understand what happened … The two of them have to be better, there’s 
no question about it. But we’re not going to split them up. They work 
really well together. They’ve just got to work with the rest of the team, 
too.”  

The Wild are deservedly a .500 team (7-7-2) after a soft start to their 
schedule. And now they enter a seven-game homestand coming in 
against a 2-4-1 team at home. The Penguins, Hurricanes, Leafs and 
Oilers are among the next six teams coming to Xcel Energy Center.  

When you’re facing Sidney Crosby, Connor McDavid and Auston 
Matthews & Co., it’ll be extremely difficult to win games 1-0 or 2-1. The 
Wild have got to score more goals, and get some production — heck, 
even momentum — from their power play.  

They wasted a four-minute power play late in the first period and had 
another one in the third when trailing by a goal. As Foligno said, “Those 
are game-changers.” 

“We can’t lose confidence,” Zuccarello said. “We’ve got to make the 
plays we normally make. Usually, when you don’t score, you tighten up a 
bit. You don’t make the usual plays that you make. We just have to calm 
down (and) make the plays.” 

Evason sees the same thing from his power play and is considering 
making personnel changes. 

“It’s probably gripping a little tight,” Evason said. “Plays we were making 
early in the year confidence-wise, it just seems like we’re a little bit tense. 
We’re just not making the plays — when shots are there, we’re not 
seeing it or putting it through to the net. It has to get better.” 

Evason saw some positives on Tuesday, and the stats at even strength 
back it up (per Natural Stat Trick). The Wild had the edge in several 
categories  

14-11 scoring chances  

6-3 high-danger chances 

2.03-1.09 expected goals  

Mason Shaw, who recently got told he’s with the Wild for good, had a 
strong effort with his line of Joel Eriksson Ek and Connor Dewar, who 
had a 100-percent Corsi-For percentage at even strength. Sam Steel 
was six for eight in the faceoff circle.  

“We played a real strong hockey game,” Evason said. 

But the Wild know they’ve got to simplify things offensively — get more 
pucks to the net, fight their way inside, create rebounds, screens and 
‘greasy goals.’ 

“We’ve got to get going here,” Spurgeon said. “You do take the positives 
from the defensive end and I thought our PK was good. It’s just staying 
with it. Every team seems to go through things like this, but teams that 
stick with it and stay positive, they overcome this.” 

This seems like a group that’s sticking together, and if they play to their 
identity, they can win their share of games. Their margin for error is not 
very big, and they’re not healthy yet. They got Brandon Duhaime back 
Tuesday but Greenway appears to be at least another week away. We 
don’t know exactly how long Hartman’s long-term injury will be, but he’s 
not close. Perhaps Thursday will be a time when Jost will get another 
chance.  

The answers will have to come from this room — and fast. 

“You can’t be too negative after this game — I thought we were the better 
team,” Zuccarello said. “Sometimes you go through stretches where you 
don’t score. That’s when you keep doing what you’re doing and be 
positive and the goals are going to come.” 

They better. 
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Jesper Wallstedt Q&A: Wild prospect on scoring a goal, gaming, Swedish 
meatballs, and more 

 

Michael Russo 

13-16 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

What a birthday week for Iowa Wild goaltender Jesper Wallstedt. 

Some of his teammates threw him a dinner party to celebrate the end of 
his teenage years Monday. On Tuesday, they opened practice by 
accidentally rocketing a puck that hit him straight between the eyes. 
Fortunately, his mask took the brunt and the errant shot amounted to 
nothing more than a scary bell ringer. Teammates then ended Tuesday’s 
practice by giving Wallstedt a boisterous birthday serenade off the ice. 
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And all of this came just days after one of the coolest moments in Iowa 
and Minnesota Wild history. 

Two days before his 20th birthday and almost five years to the day after 
he scoring a goal as a youngster in Sweden, the 2021 first-round pick 
and much-ballyhooed Minnesota Wild “Goalie of the Future” cinched his 
first career North American professional victory with the first goalie goal 
in Wild organization history. 

That’s right, no goalie wearing a Minnesota, Iowa, Houston or Cleveland 
sweater in the 22-year history of the franchise has scored into an empty 
net. 

Not only did Wallstedt do the deed, he lofted the puck into the dead 
center of the net after a perfect storm of stars aligning. 

Iowa had a two-goal lead and was on the penalty kill, so there was no 
risk of an icing. And a Chicago Wolves player literally fired a puck into 
Wallstedt’s glove from outside the blue line. In one motion, Wallstedt 
dropped the puck to his left in front of his stick blade and sailed a 180-
foot shot toward the yawning cage. 

The puck didn’t go post and in. It wasn’t an own goal where Wallstedt 
was the last Iowa player to touch the puck and got credit for the goal. 

No, this was Wallstedt airing a precise shot high over every player to exit 
the Iowa end. The puck then landed flat at the opposite blue line and slid 
right through the empty Wolves zone into the center of their net. 
Wallstedt celebrated with teammates wildly, whirled his glove toward the 
fans and even marched down the bench doing the traditional tapping of 
the gloves with teammates from a goal scorer. 

“It was very surreal,” Wallstedt said on Tuesday’s Straight from the 
Source podcast. “I did all the math pretty fast in my head at the moment 
the puck was coming to me in the air. I was figuring out, ‘OK, we have a 
two-goal lead here, we’re on the PK, so there really isn’t much risk right 
here. So I’m going to try to go for it.’” 

Be sure to check out the podcast because Wallstedt discusses: 

What made him switch from offensive defenseman to goal (“I liked to go 
forward, but I didn’t really like to backcheck a lot”) 

Did you keep your first goal puck and what will you do with it? 

Yeah, I did. I don’t know, probably send it back to my parents back home 
and hopefully keep it somewhere. I have my puck from when I was 
young, too, still back there, so maybe this one would like to get some 
company besides that one. It’s for sure fun to keep saving those. 

How has the adjustment to North America been on and off the ice? 

It’s been great so far. … All the players here have been good so far. 
Guys like Ryan O’Rourke and Damien Giroux here have taken really 
good care of me, inviting me over for dinners and so on to hang out with 
them over there. They actually threw me a little birthday party yesterday. 
… We’re a little crew here with me, Rourkey, G and Simon (Johansson) 
as well. … I think that’ll definitely help me adjust over here a little bit and 
taking care of the things outside of hockey because as a young (guy) a 
lot of the things outside of hockey is at least as important as the thing on 
the ice. Just trying to keep everything off the ice in check and then trying 
to keep developing on the ice as has been my first priority now. 

What kind of influence did your dad and brother as former goalies have 
on you? 

A lot. I was a little bit in between goalie and defenseman when I was 
young, and maybe dad and mom was maybe hoping for a defenseman. 
But my brother was playing goalie and both of them clearly saw that I 
was a better goaltender than a player. So when I was deciding, I decided 
to become a goalie instead. But maybe it became a little bit more pricey 
for my dad in the long run. But hopefully it turns out and I can give him 
some payback one day. 

Is your No. 30 a tribute to Henrik Lundqvist and will you ask the Wild to 
unretire No. 1 (for the fans) in the rafters? 

Yeah, I’ve seen this a lot. And the whole reason why I had No. 1 these 
two past years has been because when I got up in the SHL team in 
Lulea, the starting goaltender there had No. 30, so I couldn’t pick it. And 
then for my second year, they didn’t want me to change my number 
because I had everything in No. 1, so I couldn’t change it over to No. 30 
either. So now when I got the chance to finally decide what number I 
wanted, I picked 30, which I’ve had since I was probably 10 years old. 
I’ve always been 30 because of Henrik Lundqvist. So my goal and my 
plan is to stick with 30 as long as I can. … No, I’m not going to ask the 
Wild to unretire No. 1. In my best interest, I’m staying without it. I’m more 
of a 30 guy. 

What forward are you most looking forward to making a save on in the 
NHL? 

I was very hyped in the preseason when I got to see that I was going to 
play against Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin and also Pavelski there 
(against Dallas). That was very surreal to me. I just remember playing 
NHL (video games) when I was young and having them on my team and 
now I was facing shots against them. But I think the easiest answer is 
probably (Connor) McDavid. Just the best player in the world and still 
young and I think our generation after seeing him coming up and going 
through everything and just how he’s blown the NHL away by how good 
he is. Hopefully one day I can make it up there and play against him. 

Personal accountability seems to be a huge theme for you often citing 
your own performance for fault despite how your team may have played. 
How does this mindset give you an edge? 

I feel like I’ve always been a leader on all the teams I’ve been playing on. 
Maybe sometimes I’m not the loudest guy. But all the times I’ve always 
wanted to be an internal leader for the group. It’s impossible to give a 
goalie a letter, so you can’t really see it. But it’s something within the 
group I take a lot of accountability for what I want to contribute to the 
success we have as a team. … I don’t want to be the guy that just sits 
back being quiet. 

I want to tell that I’m expecting more from myself. And I want to send 
those signals to the team so they can feel like, “OK, he’s expecting more 
from himself,” and maybe that gives them the extra boost to block an 
extra shot or whatever they can do for me, too. Because at the end of the 
day, we’re out there trying to win games, and we’re doing that as a team, 
and we need everyone on the team to win that game. It can’t be a one-
man show. We need everyone to contribute. And I’m very hard on 
myself. I have very high expectations on myself, even higher than 
whoever the fans are or the organization. 

I’m always going to be the one at the end of the day that has the highest 
expectations on myself. I also think that’s a way to keep pushing me, to 
keep developing, to keep getting better and better and hopefully become 
what I can be. … I’m never happy. It’s hard for me to be happy with my 
performances because I just want to keep improving. Even if it’s a 35-
save night and I still let in two goals or three goals, there’s still three 
goals that I can keep improving on. I could have done something better 
to not let in those goals. It may be a different mindset than some people, 
but that’s just how I think and a great way for me to always keep 
improving and keep getting better. 

You stay in touch with friends and family through gaming? 

Right now, especially during the season, there’s a lot of video games 
going on. I have my computer with me here, my little laptop here. So 
there’s a lot of gaming and just getting in touch with my friends back 
home. That’s, to me, something that’s very valuable in life is your friends 
and family. And I value my friends that I’ve had throughout my whole life 
very, very high. So just keep keeping in touch, talking with them every 
day, playing a couple of games or whatever and just laughing with them 
is very meaningful to me. 

Sometimes just playing one game of Counter-Strike with my friends and 
laughing a little bit can make my whole day without seeing them for a 
long while. And also I love playing golf. That’s what I do during the whole 
summer. I play so much golf that it’s probably ridiculous. But also a great 
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way to keep in touch and have a good conversation with your friends and 
go out for a nice round of golf. 

What hometown meal or dish do you miss most about Sweden? 

Probably some good Swedish meatballs. That’s probably what it is. I can 
still probably find them here, but it doesn’t just have the same feeling. I 
don’t eat it that much, but now when I’ve been away from it I just realized 
how much I miss them. 

Were you able to soak in much of Marc-Andre Fleury in training camp? 

Yeah, I was having a lot of good conversations with him, both out on the 
ice but also off ice, getting into a little bit of the gear and everything. I’m a 
very modern goalie and he’s maybe a little bit more old school in one 
way. But it’s so interesting to me to compare the different styles and 
different equipment and everything that goes into your gameplan overall. 

So yeah, a lot of good, great conversations with him and a lot of fun. 
Like, he’s such a funny dude. He has so many funny jokes and so many 
other fun things. I enjoyed every moment I spent with him. So yeah, it 
was great. 

Goalies are typically known for being superstitious. Do you have any 
superstitions or routines? 

Not really, I don’t have that much. I’m trying to stay away from it so I don’t 
have to feel that I need to do something before a game day. Most of the 
things I do are usually like keeping the same warmup and doing the 
same things when I’m down on the arena. But for pregame meals, 
pregame naps, I never nap. 

That’s maybe one thing. I hate pregame naps. That’s not my thing at all. 
But pregame meal doesn’t matter at all. But probably when I head down 
to the arena, I start to do the same things over and over again. But after 
the start of this season, after three losses in a row I had, I started to 
switch up a little bit. 

So I’ve never played (soccer hackysack) before games. But now I’ve 
started to do it just because I wanted to switch up something, switch my 
whole warmup routine and stop having music before games. So I’m just 
trying to figure out something that works for me over here now. Just 
sometimes you need a break from what you’ve done all the time. 

What music do you listen to? 

I mostly listen to American rap. That’s probably my thing. A little bit of 
EDM, house music, and also these songs that are a little bit more chill. 
Thus far, I have not gotten into country music. It’s not my thing. I know 
it’s very American, but it’s not clicked on me yet. I hear it a lot. It’s almost 
the only thing that plays in our locker room and plays on the roadies. But 
haven’t really stuck with me yet. 

Have the Wild actually mapped out a plan for you to get to the NHL? 

I haven’t spoken with them about a plan. I wouldn’t say that. It’s more I 
take it day by day. Of course, I have maybe a little bit of my own plan in 
my head. But I won’t throw that one out. But you try to go day by day 
every day. I have tried to keep improving, keep working hard. I know that 
it took some time when I got into SHL. And then my second year was a 
great year. And it’s started off a little bit rough here trying to get into 
everything, settle down, put piece by piece into the puzzle, make a good 
structure. 

We’re trying to build something that is long term here. We’re not trying to 
build something short term and just rush me in my development. So if it 
takes a little bit longer time, that’s fine with me. But I’ll just say that we’ll 
see how long it takes. I’m open to whatever they feel like, how long they 
think the development is. 

But I for sure when I get up there and feel like I belong there. … And 
whenever that time is, we will see probably. But I don’t want to get up 
there and make a fool out of myself. I want to show up and show both to 
the organization but also to the teammates and everything that I belong 
there, I can give them a good chance to win. I want to take my 

accountability up there when I get there and I don’t want to feel like I 
can’t do that because I’m not good enough. I’m gonna let it take the time 
it needs, but hopefully that day will come fast. But we just have to see. 
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Baby boy creates balance for Big Save Dave 

 

By: Joshua Frey-Sam 

 

The balance David Rittich needed came in a way he least suspected. 

The Winnipeg Jets’ backup netminder signed a one-year, US$900,000 
deal with the club this summer. Around that time, he and his wife, Nikola, 
welcomed their first child, Timmothy, into the world. The Czech backstop 
has seen a lot in his eight-year career, which has included stops in 
Calgary, Toronto and Nashville, but it was his son who helped him 
establish a work-life balance that was unknown to him. 

“I think the biggest thing since I got my little boy, I’m not thinking about 
hockey at home,” Rittich said, after Tuesday’s practice. 

MIKE DEAL / WINNIPEG FREE PRESS 

Winnipeg Jets’ goaltender David Rittich works on a drill with assistant 
coach Wade Flaherty Tuesday during practice. 

“Before I was coming home and I was still thinking about hockey and 
what I can do more and I was way harder than I needed to be on myself. 
So, right now, I feel like I’m coming home and seeing him smiling, having 
fun with my wife, not thinking about hockey. And when you come into the 
locker room, you have full energy and full focus on hockey. So, I think 
that was the main thing that’s helped me to be successful so far.” 

Admittedly, Rittich’s tenure with the Jets started on a rough note, allowing 
four goals on 31 shots in a 5-2 loss to the Vegas Golden Knights on Oct. 
20. Since that time, however, he’s settled into his role admirably, owning 
consecutive wins against Arizona and Seattle while conceding just two 
goals on 21 shots in each of his last two starts. 

“I’m just trying to get my job done well for the boys and that’s all that I’m 
looking for. I’m feeling good, I know I could be a bit better for them,” he 
said. 

“I don’t want to win all my games in overtime to get the boys some rest 
with back-to-backs but I’m really proud of our team, how we 
accomplished this win and how we battled through the whole 60 
minutes.” 

The Jets (9-4-1) are coming off a 3-2 win over the host Seattle Kraken in 
extra time on Sunday with Rittich in goal. The club sits atop a hotly 
contested Central Division as it prepares to host the Anaheim Ducks (4-
10-1) Thursday at 7 p.m. 

Rittich’s early success has surely been welcomed by fans, and possibly 
relief for those in the Jets’ front office, as the management team was 
subject to some scrutiny for letting Eric Comrie walk after an impressive 
2021 campaign. In his 19 starts, the Jets’ 2013 second-round draft pick 
posted a 10-5-1 record with a .920 save percentage, one shutout and a 
2.58 goals against average. 

His efforts earned him a two-year, US$3.6 million deal this summer with 
the Buffalo Sabres, where he earned the starting job. After a terrific start, 
Comrie has cooled significantly, however, owning an .885 save 
percentage and 3.62 goals against average in 10 appearances. 

The decision to bring in Rittich seems to be paying off. 
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“He’s ready to play,” said head coach Rick Bowness. “He works hard in 
practice. He knows he’s not going to play on a regular basis. He’s 
accepted the role, which is hard for anyone to do, but that’s his role on 
this team and he’s accepted it with open arms and he works very, very 
hard. And he gets himself ready. And when your backup goalie can have 
a winning record, that certainly helps your chances, improves your 
chances of getting into the playoffs. 

“Ultimately, you want your backup goalie to have that above-.500 record 
and that really improves your chances.” 

Rittich hasn’t just settled in the crease, he’s established himself as one of 
the more lighthearted individuals in the locker room. 

“I have a lot of things to say (about Rittich) I can’t say on camera,” teased 
defenceman Nate Schmidt. “Dave is a breath of fresh air. He and I are 
some of the louder guys in the group. It’s fun to have a fellow chatterbox. 
A guy that is full of life and full of energy as well. 

“I was interested a couple weeks ago how this was going to all work out 
— are we going to clash or are we going to build off each other? It’s been 
the latter. It’s been really exciting to come in every day and see him, and 
all of a sudden the voices start getting louder and louder? 

While Rittich credited his newly forged relationship with starting 
goaltender Connor Hellebuyck as being crucial to helping settle into a 
new city — noting the two are “kind of the same personalities” — he also 
conceded he lacked confidence at points last season with the Nashville 
Predators playing behind Juuse Saros. 

After taking over the reins in Calgary from 2018 to 2020, posting back-to-
back seasons with 45 or more starts for the Flames, Rittich started 15 for 
the Flames in 2020-21 before moving to the Maple Leafs where he 
started four games over the remainder of the season. He started 17 
games for the Predators last season before signing with the Jets in the 
off-season. 

“It’s obviously harder to get confidence in your game and to be yourself 
on the ice. It’s a thing you can (build) in practice, but the main thing is if 
you’re not gonna see the games, you’re not gonna have it and that’s 
what happened last year. I didn’t see many games and all of a sudden I 
had to play playoff games without confidence,” said Rittich, who was lit 
up for five goals on 18 shots in his lone post-season game against the 
Colorado Avalanche last season. 

“I got hockey games with no hockey fans because I played once every 
month, so now that I’ve had basically three games in a month, I’m feeling 
good about my game. I’m feeling good about how I’m connected with the 
(defencmen), with the whole team.” 

*** 

While it sounds like forward Nikolaj Ehlers is close to making his long-
awaited return from a lower-body injury he sustained on Oct. 17, he did 
not practise Tuesday. 

“The update is, if he shows up tomorrow like he feels today, he’s going to 
skate tomorrow” Bowness said. “We’ll try it tomorrow, as long as he 
shows up like he did today.” 

Top-line winger Mason Appleton, who has registered a goal and five 
assists while filling in for Ehlers, also missed practice as he nurses an 
upper-body injury. Appleton left in the second period of Sunday’s game 
against the Seattle Kraken and did not return. 

Goaltender Connor Hellebuyck skated alone before Tuesday’s practice 
but did not participate in team drills. His absence is no reason for 
concern, rather just a rest day for the workhorse starter. 
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Morrissey's dominance down to new system, blue-line continuity 

 

Author of the article:Scott Billeck 

 

Long after Winnipeg’s healthy scratches were off the ice on Tuesday at 
the team’s recently rebranded practice facility, defenceman Josh 
Morrissey and assistant coach Brad Lauer stood alone together just 
inside the blue line. 

It was already approaching 1 p.m. at Scotiabank Hockey For All Centre 
— formerly BellMTS Iceplex — nearly two hours after the Jets took to the 
ice for their scheduled practice. 

But there was Morrissey, the man leading the Jets in assists, scoring and 
minutes per game, in conversation with Lauer working over the finer 
points of the 26-year-old’s game. 

“Just a day off yesterday and nice to have a little practice time here,” said 
Morrissey, quizzed about his lengthy stint on the ice. “We got a lot of 
games coming up in the race to Christmas break so try to put in a little 
extra time and work on some skills after practice.” 

No one would think twice if Morrissey was one of the first off the ice on 
any given day. 

He’s brushing up against 23 minutes a night and has taken a lot of 
punishment this season, mostly via blocked shots that have stung him 
repeatedly. 

But days off and leaving the ice surface right after the head coach isn’t 
how Morrissey has elevated his game over the years. 

Through 14 games now, Morrissey is a point-per-game defenceman. For 
those who haven’t seen him as a true No. 1, you’re watching that 
evolution before your very eyes. 

If the season ended today, Morrissey would be in the Norris 
conversation. His play this season has garnered a new nickname among 
Winnipeg’s loyal fanbase — Josh Norrissey. 

It’s quite apropos. 

Behind the 14 assists and all the minute-munching, is a solid analytic 
base that confirms what the eyes are witnessing. 

Morrissey’s possession metrics have never been higher (on the ice for 
more than 55% of the shot share), and his expected goals percentage is 
sitting at 52.6%, his second-highest total after last season’s 54.9%. 

He’s set to reach last season’s career-high 37 points around Christmas, 
well before the Jets have even played half of their 82-game schedule. 

So, how has he done it? 

“Our system really accentuates the (defence) being aggressive, being up 
in the rush and kind of complements my style,” Morrissey said. “So it’s 
been nice to be able to be aggressive and use my skating and I think 
that’s the just of it.” 

Indeed, Rick Bowness has given his defencemen a green light to play 
offence, something that hadn’t necessarily been the case under Paul 
Maurice’s lengthy tutelage. 

Those proverbial shackles are gone now. And a part of Morrissey’s game 
that was so evident during his days as a junior hockey in Prince Albert 
and later in Kelowna. 

“In my personal career, when I came into the league, there wasn’t really 
an offensive spot for me to have with (Dustin Byfuglien) and some of the 
defence we had back there, so part of it was adapting your game to 
simply be in the NHL,” Morrissey said. “I wasn’t going to be on the power 
play my first few years so it’s kind of an evolution. 

“I think in some ways, it helped my defensive side of my game my first 
few years. If I wasn’t good defensively, I wasn’t playing, so it’s the 
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progression. But at the end of the day, just trying to get better every day, 
work on my game, there’s still lots of stuff I feel I can get better at, 
improve at and just having fun every day at the rink with this group of 
guys. It’s been a good start and we got to keep it going.” 

While Bowness’ system has changed a lot of things for a lot of players in 
Winnipeg, it’s just one part of the 67-year-old’s revolution. 

Continuity on defence has played a major role for the likes of Morrissey 
and defensive partner Neal Pionk. 

Bowness said Tuesday that longevity with defensive partners often 
depends on personnel. 

When he was with the Dallas Stars, a guy like Miro Heiskanen could play 
both sides and with anybody, so he deployed him as such, and thus with 
multiple partners. 

In Winnipeg, Bowness has kept to the same two defensive pairs for most 
of the year now, with Morrissey and Pionk and Brenden Dillon and Nate 
Schmidt. Only the third pairing has seen some shuffling, and mostly due 
to injury. 

“The more they play together, the more comfortable a defenceman feels. 
They talk more. They don’t have to look for the other guy. There’s 
instincts,” he said. “The more your pairings stick together — and again, 
that’s the coaching part of it — the more they can play with the same 
guy, the better off for everybody. Because again, it’s just the continuity 
and the reads and the talking that goes on.” 

As Pionk put it, it helps with the intricacies of the game. 

“You pick up on little thing the guy does or that he likes, certain passes, 
certain directions — it all helps with the chemistry,” he said. 

While not Morrissey’s partner, Schmidt said that he’s essentially been 
able to get into Dillon’s head during games, and vice versa. 

“I don’t have to think about things, I just know where he’s going to be,” 
Schmidt said. “When you don’t think on the ice, you’re reacting, you’re a 
more complete player – you’re thinking quickly, you’re moving quickly, 
you’re making plays. It helps a lot.” 

And Morrissey? 

He needed just one word to describe having the time to develop that kind 
of chemistry on the ice with. 

“Massive.” 

Ehlers close to practice return 

There’s hope, Jets fans. 

If Nikolaj Ehlers, out with an undisclosed lower-body injury, comes to the 
rink on Wednesday morning feeling the same way he did on Tuesday, 
he’ll be back on the ice for the first time in over a month. 

That’s according to Bowness, who said Ehlers was feeling good on 
Tuesday after being asked for another update on the winger’s status. 

Ehlers hasn’t played since Winnipeg’s second game of the season, 
missing the past 12 games and counting. He has three assists in those 
two contests. 
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NHL Tank Index: Which bad team is best positioned to fail hard for 
Connor Bedard? 

 

Sean McIndoe15-18 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

It’s mid-November, and it goes without saying that every NHL team is 
focused on the big prize. 

Which prize? That part depends on the team. 

For most teams, it’s the Stanley Cup. You’ve probably heard of it. The big 
silver thing, apparently pretty heavy, hangs out in the Hall of Fame in 
Toronto for most of the year and then heads down to America in the 
spring. But that’s not every team’s focus, and that’s especially true this 
year. 

We can be honest, right? We don’t have to do the Gary Bettman thing, 
where he pretends that NHL teams never tank and it’s only the mean old 
media making stuff up. That kind of thing is insulting to your intelligence 
as a fan, because you know teams tank, because you have eyes and a 
brain. Sure, you might prefer to call it something else, especially when 
your team is doing it. But you know a tank when you see it. 

And we’ll be seeing a few of them this year because the top of the draft 
class of 2023 is absolutely stacked. There could be three legitimate 
franchise players, including Connor Bedard, who might be the next 
Sidney Crosby or Connor McDavid or maybe even more. Remember, the 
league nerfed their lottery system a few years ago, so whichever team 
finishes dead last this year is guaranteed to get one of those top three 
picks. The incentive to be bad is obvious. Sorry Gary, fire up the tank and 
let’s roll. 

But which teams will do it? And when? And most importantly, who’s in 
the best position to make it work? Welcome to the Tank Index, where we 
try to find out. This is a gimmick I typically pull out later in the season. But 
this year isn’t typical, and with so much prospect gold waiting at the end 
of the tanking rainbow, it might be worth it to check in a few times as the 
season goes on. 

We’ll be looking at a few factors: 

Season so far: You can’t win the top pick in October, but you can go a 
long way to losing it. Even a few extra points picked up in the first month 
can be devastating to a team’s tank, so how bad has a team looked in 
the early going? 

Seller potential: The best way to tank is to trade useful players for picks 
and prospects, because you get to collect future assets while also getting 
worse in the short term. Of course, you need some useful players first, 
especially ones on expiring contracts. 

Goaltending problems: Even in today’s NHL, it remains true that teams 
go as far as their goaltending takes them. If you want to tank, you’d 
better make sure your goalie stinks, because there’s nothing worse than 
watching some guy stand on his head and cost you precious lottery odds. 

Motivation: A tricky one, but maybe the most important factor of all. This 
one starts with the GM, who needs job security to go all in on being bad. 
Will ownership understand and accept the plan? What about the market, 
and local media? It’s not easy to tank when one or more stakeholders 
aren’t on board. 

We’ll give each team a score in all four categories, and see where that 
leaves them. For this first 2022-23 tank index, I’m going to focus on the 
eight worst teams by points percentage heading into Tuesday night, then 
add four more that I think are worth including based on preseason 
expectations. That brings us to an even dozen, and we’ll count them 
down as we work our way to this year’s early tank favorite. 

12. Nashville Predators 

Season so far: 5/10. They’ve been well off of last year’s playoff pace, 
although recent wins over the Flames and Rangers could be building 
blocks. 

Seller potential: 3/10. All the key guys are locked up for at least three 
years. 
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Goaltending problems: 4/10. Juuse Saros has had a rough start and is 
still inconsistent, but he’s showing signs of getting back to last year’s 
level and should be OK. 

Motivation: 3/10. David Poile has been pretty steadfast about not 
rebuilding, and last year’s playoff appearance wasn’t going to change his 
mind. As just one example, they could have moved Filip Forsberg last 
season, but decided to re-sign him for eight years instead. 

Tank total: 15/40. The Predators are slowly becoming the NHL’s poster 
child for the “stuck in the mushy middle” team, with little indication that 
they have an issue with that. 

11. Philadelphia Flyers 

Season so far: 5/10. They’ve been over .500 for most of the season, 
which isn’t going to get it done, but a recent losing streak has them 
trending downward. 

Seller potential: 3/10. They don’t really have anyone who looks like a 
rental, and the older guys are either hurt or have bad contracts. Or both. 

Goaltending problems: 4/10. Carter Hart looks great so far. He’s been 
unsteady enough over the last two years that we can’t say for sure that it 
continues, but it’s awfully tough to finish last when you’re getting .930 
goaltending. 

Motivation: 4/10. They need to rebuild and I suspect that Chuck Fletcher 
knows it. But his boss doesn’t, and in Philadelphia, that’s what matters. 
Hiring a coach who excels at grinding points out of teams won’t help. But 
maybe long-term injuries to guys like Sean Couturier and other veterans 
convince them to read the writing on the wall. 

Tank total: 16/40. Anyone who picked the Flyers to finish in the running 
for Bedard clearly wasn’t paying attention. (Remembers that I did that.) 
What I meant to say is that hockey is unpredictable. 

10. Ottawa Senators 

Season so far: 6/10. They finally ended a seven-game losing streak that 
torpedoed their record, although they’ve played so many close games 
that you have to chalk at least some of those losses up to bad luck. 

Seller potential: 4/10. This would be higher if they decided to flip Alex 
DeBrincat rather than extend him, but that feels exceedingly unlikely (and 
could also happen during the summer, since he’s an RFA). Cam Talbot 
could be intriguing, but otherwise, most of the key pieces are young and 
locked in. 

Goaltending problems: 6/10. We haven’t seen much of Talbot due to 
injury, but Anton Forsberg has struggled. 

Motivation: 3/10. The Senators are well into a long rebuild that Pierre 
Dorion has already declared over twice in the last two years. This was 
the year that their fans were expecting a playoff push, and with new 
ownership on the way, Dorion might worry that if he lands yet another 
high pick, it will be some other GM using it in June. He’s probably right. 

Tank total: 19/40. The underlying numbers say they’ll get back on track, 
but it’s been a rough first month. 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Season so far: 5/10. Stop me if you’ve heard this one, but the Sabres 
started off great and we all got excited, and then they lost a bunch of 
games. OK, yeah, I’ll stop. 

Seller potential: 4/10. There’s not a ton of rental ammo here apart from 
maybe Kyle Okposo. All the other key pieces are either young or Jeff 
Skinner. 

Goaltending problems: 8/10. Eric Comrie hasn’t been good. Craig 
Anderson has been, but he’s 41, so you do the math. 

Motivation: 5/10. Nobody is going to say no to Connor Bedard, but the 
Sabres have missed the playoffs for over a decade and already have two 
No. 1 picks on the roster. If they’re bad, Kevyn Adams will let them be 

bad, but I don’t think he’s going to yank the steering wheel in that 
direction if he can help it. 

Tank total: 22/40. Besides, Sabres fans are an honorable lot and would 
never support a tank. 

8. Montreal Canadiens 

Season so far: 2/10. I’m including them because they finished 32nd just 
last year, and we all expected them to be in the running again. But 
they’ve been perfectly fine so far this season. Maybe even … good? 

Seller potential: 6/10. They intentionally collected a few sellable pieces in 
Sean Monahan and Evgenii Dadonov, and it could be finally time to find a 
new home for Jonathan Drouin. None of those guys are really driving the 
current success, though. 

Goaltending problems: 6/10. Jake Allen’s been fine so far, but his health 
is worth watching. If he gets hurt — or at least hurt enough to land on the 
IR for a while — then we saw last year that things can fall apart quickly. 

Motivation: 8/10. This would have been an easy 10 a month ago, as it 
was clear that new management was embracing a long-term rebuild. 
After a decent start to the season, they might decide that it makes more 
sense to let the young core ride it out. But if the team wobbles into the 
range of a top pick, chances are they wouldn’t hesitate to do what 
needed to be done. 

Tank total: 23/40. Have they already fallen too far behind? (Wait … 
ahead? Can you fall ahead? That sounds weird.) 

7. Vancouver Canucks 

Season so far: 9/10. They’re terrible, and getting worse. 

Seller potential: 5/10. Drance made the case for a full-on rebuild with 
zero untouchables, but at this point, it doesn’t seem like management 
agrees. They could play the Bo Horvat card, but otherwise, there isn’t a 
ton to work with here. 

Goaltending problems: 5/10. Thatcher Demko has been awful, and 
sometimes good goalies just have a lousy season. That could be 
happening here, but I want to see it for another month or two before I buy 
in. 

Motivation: 5/10. My read on the fan base is that at this point, they’d be 
fine with blowing it all up. A lot of the media seems to be there too. But 
would ownership sign off? Did 73-year-old Jim Rutherford take this job so 
he could pilot a slow-and-steady rebuild? Patrik Allvin is still relatively 
new to the GM job and might be able to sell a tear-down. But the 
summer’s J.T. Miller signing suggests that management isn’t thinking that 
way. 

Tank total: 24/40. That’s lower than you wanted, isn’t it, Vancouver fans? 
Unfortunately, Harman agrees. One more early-season disappointment. 

6. St. Louis Blues 

Season so far: 8/10. Almost shockingly bad, although they’ve shown 
signs of life over the last week. 

Seller potential: 8/10. Remember that both Vladimir Tarasenko and Ryan 
O’Reilly are UFAs after this season. 

Goaltending problems: 5/10. The stats say it could be better, but any time 
I suggest that Jordan Binnington is struggling, Blues fans descend on me 
to swear that he’s actually great and it’s the defense that’s letting him 
down. I’ll take your word for it. 

Motivation: 5/10. At this point, I don’t see Doug Armstrong going full tank. 
This core is still just three seasons removed from a Cup, after all, and 
they won a playoff round last year. That said, they’re a major injury or 
week-long losing streak away from potentially getting into 2007 Flyers 
territory, where a good team accepts that everything is going to go wrong 
for a year and embraces their fate. (Do not ask Flyers fans how that 
year’s lottery went.) 
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Tank total: 26/40. Not all that high yet, but check back in a month or two 
and they might be elbowing teams out of the way. 

5. Chicago Blackhawks 

Season so far: 3/10. At 6-6-3, the Hawks have one of the best records of 
any team on our list, and are already a half-dozen points out of dead last. 
That’s not a ton, but if they were six points out of a playoff spot we’d say 
they were already in trouble. 

Seller potential: 9/10. No team has bigger names on the block than 
Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews. Of course, the Hawks may not have 
them either, since we don’t know if either guy would waive his no-move 
clause. But it’s possible, and when you mix in Max Domi then I’m not 
sure any team has the potential to get worse as quickly as the Hawks 
could. 

Goaltending problems: 7/10. It was supposed to be a key weakness, but 
Petr Mrazek has been OK, Alex Stalock has been good and even Arvid 
Soderblom, whoever that is, has played great in limited action. It probably 
can’t last, but goaltending is weird and so far in Chicago, it’s been weirdly 
adequate. 

Motivation: 10/10. No team was more obvious about their tanking 
intentions than the Hawks heading into the season, and it’s safe to 
assume Kyle Davidson hasn’t changed plans based on a few good 
weeks. 

Tank total: 29/40. It’s still a decent score, but their start has cost them 
their preseason favorite status and opened the door for other teams. 

4. San Jose Sharks 

Season so far: 8/10. They started out 0-5-0 and have barely treaded 
water since. 

Seller potential: 7/10. They’ve got Timo Meier on an expiring contract if 
they decide to move him, and could probably get something for James 
Reimer. 

Goaltending problems: 5/10. Reimer’s been solid so far, so if they were 
to trade him and hand the full-time job to Kaapo Kahkonen, this number 
could shoot up. 

Motivation: 9/10. New GM Mike Grier has already traded Brent Burns, so 
you get the feeling he knows exactly what’s needed here. Do you really 
want to waste a Norris-level season from Erik Karlsson? Trick question, 
they already are. 

Tank total: 29/40. One concern: The Sharks have already been to 
overtime six times this year, and all those three-point games will add up if 
they don’t smarten up. 

3. Arizona Coyotes 

Season so far: 6/10. They’re 6-8-1 and ran off a three-game win streak 
last week, so they’ve lost some ground. 

Seller potential: 5/10. The Coyotes have already stripped down their 
roster, which means there probably isn’t a ton of room to get much 
worse. Jakob Chychrun is the big name, although he hasn’t played yet 
this year so wouldn’t really be a subtraction if a trade happened today. 
Other than that, you’ve got Shayne Gostisbehere and maybe Nick Ritchie 
and that’s pretty much it unless they decided to move Clayton Keller. 

Goaltending problems: 9/10. Karel Vejmelka has been a bit better than 
expected, but they’re well-positioned here. 

Motivation: 10/10. Like the Hawks, the Coyotes have been clear about 
their intentions. With hopes of a new arena to fill in a few years, now’s 
the time to land that franchise player to build around. 

Tank total: 30/40. They’ve banked more wins than they’d like, but they’re 
still in decent shape. 

2. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Season so far: 9/10. They’re making a run at dead last. 

Seller potential: 4/10. Nothing really stands out, unless for some reason 
you think Gustav Nyquist still moves the needle. 

Goaltending problems: 10/10. Elvis Merzlikins has been absolutely 
terrible, and with a long-term deal locked in, they probably have no 
choice but to ride it out with him. 

Motivation: 8/10. A month ago, I would have ranked them low here, since 
they’d just signed Johnny Gaudreau and had a fan base that was starved 
for some sort of success. The terrible start changes the equation, though, 
and losing Zach Werenski for the season gives them a ready-made out. 
I’m not sure they need it. 

Tank total: 31/40. It’s already a high score, and if we were doing trending 
arrows then the Blue Jackets would be pointing straight up. They could 
absolutely be holding down the top spot the next time we do this. 

1. Anaheim Ducks 

Season so far: 10/10. They’re the early leader, sitting dead last out of 32 
teams heading into last night, although the margin is thin. 

Seller potential: 5/10. Pat Verbeek did most of his selling at last year’s 
deadline but still has John Klingberg as a big-name rental to dangle. 

Goaltending problems: 9/10. John Gibson has been bad, and at this 
point, I think we can stop pretending that he’s going to suddenly 
rediscover that Vezina form he last showed in 2019. 

Motivation: 9/10. Verbeek is new to the job and inherited a team that was 
already rebuilding. Last year’s first-half success might give some pause 
in other seasons, but not this one, so as long as they’re not so terrible 
that guys like Trevor Zegras see their development suffer, it should be all 
systems go. 

Tank total: 33/40. This feels like a mild upset, and it’s still early, but right 
now everything is lining up brilliantly for the Ducks. 
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What could Ryan Reynolds do for the Ottawa Senators? I watched 
‘Welcome to Wrexham’ to find out 

 

Hailey Salvian15-18 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

I learned a lot from watching nine hours of “Welcome to Wrexham” over 
the past few days: There are five tiers of professional football in England, 
Ryan Reynolds and Rob McElhenney never met before purchasing a 
professional football team together, and there’s a lot to unpack about the 
history of Wales, which is where Wrexham football club is based. 

I also learned that Reynolds — unsurprisingly — would be a major asset 
to the Ottawa Senators and the NHL at large. 

Last week, Reynolds went from posting a single emoji on Twitter in 
response to a Senators fan’s request to “come be our owner,” to 
launching a public campaign to do just that. 

First, Reynolds appeared on The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon, where 
he expressed his interest in owning a portion of the team. Then, he made 
a surprise appearance in Ottawa for the Senators game versus his 
hometown Vancouver Canucks. 

“I am trying to do that,” Reynolds told Fallon when asked about 
purchasing the Senators. “It’s very expensive. So I need a partner with 
really deep pockets. It’s called a consortium, when you form a group 
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together to buy an entity and it’s such a fancy way of saying, ‘I need a 
sugar mommy or a sugar daddy.'” 

Ryan Reynolds gets a warm welcome in Ottawa   
pic.twitter.com/wivKTnwxqG 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) November 9, 2022 

The board of directors of Senators Sports and Entertainment announced 
in early November that a process has been initiated for the sale of the 
Ottawa Senators. And as The Athletic’s Ian Mendes has reported, there 
are multiple parties interested in purchasing the Senators and keeping 
them in Ottawa. Those groups would do well to involve Reynolds in their 
ownership group. 

After burning through all 18 episodes of “Welcome to Wrexham,” here’s 
what I learned about what Ryan Reynolds could do for the Senators. 

1. He can raise the profile of the organization  

There’s one episode late into the series where Reynolds makes a trip to 
Wrexham to watch a game and shoot a commercial for the cybersecurity 
firm he has a stake in, 1Password. It was a silly shoot that came as a 
surprise to some in the organization. The team’s physiotherapist went so 
far as to call it a “f—— disgrace” that Reynolds would take players’ focus 
away from their game on Saturday. (They won that game, for what it’s 
worth, so the physio guy can calm down.) 

The commercial was a move by Reynolds to continue to grow the profile 
of the club. It has been viewed 1.6 million times on YouTube alone. 

“I’m addicted to building things and growing things. Strategically thinking 
about how we can move the ball forward,” he said on the show. “I’ll lie 
awake at night for hours just thinking about how we can better center this 
club on the world stage and grow the football club into something that 
utterly sustains itself.” 

From episode 1 — and the fact that there’s even a documentary to watch 
— it’s clear that content creation and exposure have been a big part of 
the endeavor for Reynolds and McElhenney. 

On Sunday night, “Welcome to Wrexham” won Best Sports Documentary 
at the Critics Choice Awards. According to the club, “the benefits of the 
huge boost in exposure have already been seen with the Club’s social 
media channels attracting more than one million combined followers,” 
along with “unprecedented” season ticket sales, and “a huge surge” in 
demand for team merchandise. A quick scroll through the online store will 
tell you that most items, particularly jerseys and sweaters, are sold out. 

Reynolds is very famous and he’s clearly drawn a lot of attention to a 
bottom-tier English Football team. Say what you want about the Ottawa 
Senators and their “little sibling syndrome” or the NHL in general — 
they’re still a Canadian team in a big four North American league. Getting 
more attention on the Senators shouldn’t be too tricky. 

Frankly, Reynolds has already done it by talking about his interest in 
buying the Senators on The Tonight Show. But think of the content — 
which he could create through his production company — and the reach 
if he were to be involved full time: Brady Tkachuk in an awkward Mint 
Mobile commercial? A docuseries? Celebrity sightings at games? 

We know that Reynolds has the ability to grab peoples’ attention. His 
“Satan Falls in Love” commercial for Match.com and the quick response 
to the 2019 Holiday Peloton commercial are just a few examples. In an 
interview with the Wall Street Journal, Reynolds talked about 
“fastvertising,” where the idea is to “move at the speed of what people 
are talking about.” 

Famous. Smart. Business savvy. Seems like a great combo! 

Content creation aside, just Reynolds being on the masthead would be 
significant. Even NHL commissioner Gary Bettman knows it. 

“Listen, anything that engages the fan base, that brings a lot of attention 
to the franchise or the team is a plus,” said Bettman. “He’s a very popular 
and well-respected person.” 

2. He has more than just movie star money — and is willing to spend it 

The reason Reynolds was even involved in the purchase of Wrexham? 

Well, buying a soccer team is expensive and McElhenney said he 
needed more than just his own “TV money.” He needed “superhero, 
movie star, alcohol baron, mobile phone services, cyber security, and 
whatever else Reynolds is involved in” money. 

Being a movie star doesn’t get you controlling ownership in an NHL 
team. Neither would Reynolds’ other stakes. But he seems quite involved 
with building a diversified business portfolio. He launched a film 
production company, Maximum Effort, in 2018, the same year he bought 
Aviation Gin, which sold for $610 million in 2020 (though Reynolds 
retains stake in the company); he purchased an ownership stake in Mint 
Mobile in 2019, and invested in 1Password and Wealthsimple. 

This isn’t just Deadpool trying to buy a hockey team. 

Again, NHL ownership is quite different from the fifth tier of English 
professional football. Reynolds and McElhenney own 100 percent of 
Wrexham Football Club. That certainly will not be the slice of the pie 
Reynolds would have in the Ottawa Senators, which was recently valued 
by Sportico at $655 million U.S., and could sell for much more than that 
in a competitive auction. 

Still, a significant takeaway from the series is that when it came time to 
spend on Wrexham FC, Reynolds did. He and McElhenney spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars refurbishing the pitch and went over 
budget on their player expenditures after bringing in big-ticket players to 
help the team. 

It certainly wouldn’t hurt to have someone involved in the Senators 
ownership group who has shown the openness to spend money he might 
not get back. 

3. He has the cachet to attract big-name hires, free agents and blue-chip 
partners 

It’s not easy to attract top talent to a team that — it cannot be stressed 
enough — is in the worst professional football league in England. That’s 
part of why Wrexham has been stuck for so long. But with Hollywood 
owners, that started to change. 

First, Reynolds and McElhenney hired Shaun Harvey as an adviser to 
the board. Harvey was formerly the chief executive of the English 
Football league, and the CEO of Leeds United, a team that plays in the 
English Premier League (the highest league in English football). He was 
“way overqualified” to work for Wrexham. But he joined anyway. 

Then, they hired Fleur Robinson as the club’s new CEO, the first Black 
female CEO of a professional football club. Already one of the most 
prominent female executives in pro football, Robinson was a “no brainer.” 

Soon after, they brought in Phil Parkinson, a manager with a track record 
of success when it comes to helping teams gain promotion to higher 
leagues. Parkinson initially said no to the offer, but McElhenney “went 
after him like a dog on a bone” to get him on board. 

That was just the business. On the player side, the owners set their 
sights on Paul Mullin, a forward who scored 32 goals, winning the golden 
boot in League Two the year before. He was a player who realistically 
should have moved up to a higher league, not down to the National 
League. 

“Paul Mullin should be unachievable for Wrexham Football Club,” 
cautioned Harvey on the show. 

He wasn’t. Mullin signed a three-year deal with Wrexham after 
McElhenney and Reynolds made contact with his agent. They struck 
magic again later in the season with the acquisition of Ollie Palmer from 
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League One. He signed a three-and-a-half-year deal for a club record fee 
of £300,000. 

The impact of celebrity ownership has been real for Wrexham, 
particularly when it comes to attracting blue-chip sponsors. 

TikTok was announced as the team’s new jersey sponsor, Aviation Gin 
sponsored the shirt sleeves, and Expedia became the back-of-jersey 
sponsor. The biggest announcement? 

The EA Sports partnership that would put Wrexham in FIFA 22 — the 
first non-league club to be included in the game. 

When Palmer signed his contract with the team, and the EA contract, he 
was surprised that a National League club would be in the game: “The 
power of Ryan Reynolds, eh?” 

Succinct. No notes! 

Added Harvey: “The more we maximize their celebrity status, the more 
income to be generated.” 

There’s a pretty obvious — and big — opportunity for the Senators to 
maximize any involvement with Reynolds’ celebrity status — regardless 
of how small his potential stake might be. 

4. He sets goals and is willing to fire employees who aren’t helping in the 
pursuit of team success 

When Reynolds and McElhenney first took over Wrexham FC, they 
decided to not touch anything and allow the team to finish the season 
while they observed what needed to be done to reach the ultimate goal of 
getting Wrexham out of the National League — the lowest tier of 
professional football. 

Wrexham lost their final game of the regular season that year, missing 
the playoffs, and ensuring the club would play in the fifth tier for a 14th 
straight season. The manager and his staff were fired and 10 players 
were released as a result. 

“Not everybody can come on the journey with us,” said Humphrey Ker, 
the team’s executive director. “Dean and Andy and Carl (the staff) did a 
very solid job, but what was previously an acceptable standard of 
performance is now no longer that.” 

Reynolds acknowledged that it was difficult to let players go, especially 
when it’s harder to land on your feet coming out of a bottom league; this 
isn’t someone being released from Manchester United and sitting on 
millions of pounds. But they have a goal and have been committed to 
doing what it takes as an ownership group — from making tough 
decisions to signing the cheques — in pursuit of that. 

“Our goal is to get the f— out of this league,” Reynolds said. “That’s it. If 
you don’t get promoted, that’s our fault.” 

5. He can navigate a tough stadium situation 

The sixth episode of the series revolved around the complicated situation 
with Wrexham’s home stadium — The Racecourse. 

There were some wild (and illegal) dealings with previous ownership that 
ultimately led to down times for the club and losing ownership of the 
Racecourse. Back in 2011, Wrexham Glyndwr University purchased the 
team’s home stadium — the Racecourse — to save it from potential 
extinction during a difficult period for Wrexham FC. The university owned 
the stadium and handed operational control of the grounds over to the 
football club, where they continued to play. 

The team had not owned its own stadium since then — until Reynolds 
and McElhenney bought it back in June 2022 after a “difficult process.” 

“It was clear even before we bought Wrexham that bringing the 
Racecourse Ground back to the club was massively important for the 
fans,” said the co-chairmen in a statement. 

“There is nothing more symbolic than owning your own home and while 
Wrexham Glyndwr University have always been supportive of our 
ambition, we are delighted to now have control of our own destiny.” 

It’s not the same as getting an arena built in Ottawa, but it’s something! 

6. He gets emotionally invested 

Ryan Reynolds is an anxious sports fan, confirmed. 

Here are a few examples from the first Wrexham game he attended: 

“There’s nothing fun about this,” he said. 

“My heart can’t take this!” he added later. 

There’s an added level of stress that comes with watching a team that 
you own lose games, something Reynolds acknowledges: “You’re 
thinking the investment in the club just took a hit,” he explained. 

It’s not just the funny quips in games, though. If there’s one major 
takeaway from “Welcome to Wrexham,” it’s that Reynolds genuinely 
cares about Wrexham — the team and its community. That came 
through when the team lost in the FA Cup Final when Reynolds and 
McElhenney went into the locker room postgame to lift their players’ 
spirits and give them a vote of confidence. 

“I carry a profound sense of wanting to really deliver for this community 
and for Wrexham,” Reynolds said. “And I really felt that (in the loss).” 

This isn’t unique to sports ownership. Reynolds cares about his projects 
and has a willingness to make things happen. 

Paul Wernick, a co-writer and co-executive producer on the “Deadpool” 
franchise, told the Wall Street Journal: “He lives in a world where his 
days are 50 hours long. He commits full force to a project and wills it to 
succeed.” 

We know that Reynolds won’t be the controlling owner of the Senators. 
But if he could get involved, he has the makings of the perfect front man. 
He’s funny, he has a huge platform, and he cares greatly about his 
projects’ success. 

Those are qualities that can be hard to find around the NHL — especially 
at the corporate level. 

7. He’s brought a welcome spark to fans and players 

What’s made very clear throughout the show is that Wrexham fans are a 
passionate group, and the football club is incredibly important to the 
community of around 65,000 people. There is a correlation between the 
club doing well and the community thriving. 

At the start of the series, the team was facing an uncertain future due to 
financial issues and the impact of COVID-19, as well as continuing to 
play in a bottom league described as “football purgatory.” 

“When they lose it knocks the life out of people,” explained Wayne Jones, 
the owner of a local pub called The Turf. “The takeover is an absolute 
godsend … It’s keeping people’s spirits up.” 

When the purchase of the team was made official there were fireworks in 
the streets — and fans running around in “Deadpool” masks. One fan 
said, “We’ve just been through the mill the last 12, 13 years, and this is 
just going to get the town bouncing.” 

And it did. There was a real spark among the fan base throughout the 
series and — according to the team — an increase in fan attendance at 
home games. Even in the end, when (spoiler alert) the team failed to get 
promoted out of the National League, there was a real sense of belief in 
the team because of the ownership. 

“We didn’t win but I do genuinely think things are different,” one fan said. 
“Things are only going to get better. It’s like a fairytale having two 
Hollywood owners who are willing to dip into their pockets.” 

The players and management felt the spark, too. 
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Parkinson said meeting Reynolds and McElhenney for the first time 
made everything feel real and made them realize that “they’re right 
behind us.” 

Said defender Aaron Hayden: “You don’t know until you actually meet the 
person whether it’s genuine, but then I was like, ‘I actually wanna start to 
do really well for these guys, cause they’re actually good people.’” 

It would be a welcome change for Senators fans, players and staff to 
consistently feel a sense of optimism from their ownership group. 
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NHL99: Adam Oates, one of the NHL’s great playmakers, saw hockey as 
a puzzle 

 

Thomas Drance12-15 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

“Why do you call the guy in the middle the bumper?” Adam Oates asks 
pointedly. 

I think long and hard but can’t recall where I first heard the term, which 
refers to the forward in the middle of a 1-3-1 power play formation — a 
signature of Oates from his coaching career, which has been ubiquitous 
in the NHL over the past decade. So I just respond with a question: “I 
don’t remember where I first heard it. What do you call it?” 

“I call him the cheese, or the diamond guy,” Oates responds. 

“Is that a sandwich reference?” I ask, thinking the cheese goes in the 
middle of a sandwich in the same the way that a bumper occupies the 
middle of the 1-3-1. 

“No, it’s a reference to a mouse trap. Or I call him the diamond guy 
because he lives within the diamond. The word bumper has never come 
out of my mouth. Not once. Because he’s not a bumper, he’s a weapon. 
He’s a threat. Bumper means facilitator. Where did the word bumper 
come in?” Oates asks. 

“I’m really not sure,” I say. “I just assumed everyone called it that.” 

“Well, I don’t, so who does?” 

Oates discusses tactics for generating offense on the power play with the 
confidence of someone who knows to make their second mark in the side 
quadrant when playing first in tic-tac-toe. 

One of the greatest NHL playmakers of all time, Oates seemed to 
approach the sport in his playing days — and in his retirement, both as 
an assistant coach and as a consultant working with some of the NHL’s 
foremost star players — as if it were a solved game. On the ice, he 
performed as if he were the one with the instruction manual, and as a 
coach, he proved it. His system for manufacturing goals five-on-four, a 
system that he fittingly describes with terminology distinct to that more 
commonly used around the league, has become a template that every 
single NHL team attempts to imitate. 

An undrafted player out of college, where he won the national 
championship with Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI), Oates went on 
to play more than 1,300 NHL games and compile over 1,000 assists for 
seven different teams as one of the league’s signature pass-first centers 
for nearly two decades. He saw every angle, partnered with star players 
like Brett Hull, Cam Neely and Peter Bondra to form some of the most 

lethal combinations in the league in the 1990s, and after he hung up his 
skates went on to revolutionize how NHL power plays attack their 
opposition. 

For all of these reasons, Oates checks in at No. 69 on The Athletic’s list 
of the greatest players in the NHL’s post-expansion era. 

“There were very few people that could play the game and see the game 
the way he did,” recalls Hull, Oates’ longtime triggerman with the St. 
Louis Blues. “You can pick a handful of guys that could do the things he 
did. He’s the greatest passer ever, probably. 

“I mean, it was crazy. It was always perfectly flat. It was right in your 
wheelhouse. It was always perfectly on time. He was that guy like 
Gretzky, little area passes, like a quarterback. Like the puck would 
already be coming and you weren’t even there yet, and it would be 
perfect. I’m not sure anyone was as good at that as Wayne was, but I’ll 
tell you what, Adam was the king of that.” 

Bondra was also on the receiving end of some of Oates’ finest setups. 

“I remember I wasn’t even ready, when we first started playing together, 
to be ready,” he says. “But you learn quickly to make sure to be ready 
always because the pass would always come. It would come from 
different places, between a player’s leg, or off of plays that were not 
plays that a regular NHL player could make. 

“He’d find ways to dish the puck and my job was just to be ready, and 
sometimes I’d find myself shaking my head. ‘How is it possible this would 
happen?’ Sometimes I’d look up and feel like there was no goalie in the 
net because he’d have taken them off to the side with whatever he was 
doing.” 

Later, as a coach, Oates applied his understanding of the sport to solving 
the problem of scoring goals on the power play. 

Variations of Oates’ signature 1-3-1 power play — installed first with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in Steven Stamkos’ first 50-goal season, then with 
the New Jersey Devils during the productive second act of Ilya 
Kovalchuk’s career, and most influentially with the Washington Capitals 
as Alex Ovechkin found an unparalleled late-career goal-scoring groove 
— are now ubiquitous around the NHL. 

All 32 teams utilize some variation of Oates’ 1-3-1, which includes only 
one defenseman, two flankers, a “bumper” in the high slot and an 
additional player at the net front — who isn’t often utilized as a traditional 
net-front guy. It is, exclusively, the only power-play formation that any 
team uses regularly in the NHL today. 

There are some differences from team to team based on personnel, but 
over the past decade, the task for contemporary penalty-killers has 
fundamentally shifted. Fifteen years ago, penalty-killers would watch tape 
to figure out: “What is this team going to try to do?” 

Now that isn’t even a question. There’s zero suspense. Contemporary 
NHL penalty-killers know they’re going to see the 1-3-1. The question 
now has shifted to “Who does this team have doing the things that we 
see from every team, every night?” 

Absolute tactical uniformity in how teams approach manufacturing 
offense in five-on-four situations may be the single largest tactical shift in 
the NHL over the past decade — and that can be tied directly to the 
success that Oates had in Tampa, New Jersey and especially 
Washington. 

“I think, every once in a while, I see something where teams are trying to 
do something different but they tend to quickly figure out that it doesn’t 
work,” Oates says. “Teams experiment and then they come back to it. 

“You watch hockey every night and Ovechkin is still standing in the same 
spot. So who stops him? Nobody. So, that’s it. It’s just one of those 
things now.” 

It is perhaps one of the most striking examples of how the lived 
experience of one uniquely clever player — and Oates happens to be the 
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only player since expansion to go from being undrafted to racking up 
1,000 career assists — became manifest tactically in their later approach 
as an NHL bench boss. 

And in a copycat league, Oates’ approach, while hardly novel — the 1-3-
1 has been around for a generation with Oates even running the system 
in college in the 1980s — spread rapidly to every other team. 

All of this begs the question: What is it about Oates’ vision as a player 
that translated into revolutionizing how NHL power plays operate 10 
years after his retirement? 

“Hockey is a very hard game. There’s contact, there’s great athletes and 
it’s fast and it’s played in a confined piece. So it’s like a puzzle,” Oates 
says. 

“I don’t do actual puzzles, but I watch a lot of hockey so I get 10 puzzles 
a night. Look how the whole world is into that Wordle right now. 
Everybody loves it… 

“Well, every morning my Wordle is hockey. It is, it really is. I watch every 
goal — what was the good, what was the bad. I try to figure out the 
puzzle on every single goal.” 

This in itself is consistent with how Oates played the game, according to 
those who played it with him. 

“Adam saw the game as a puzzle, almost like a chess game, where he 
would think, ‘What am I going to do to beat that guy’s next move?’” says 
Hull. “I think that’s all personal on how you look at the game, and see the 
game, and figure out the game. He looked at it as a puzzle and I looked 
at it as how to make (defensemen) feel uncomfortable.” 

“I remember what Adam taught me because I was the first guy in on the 
forecheck, to always move my feet on the forecheck,” Bondra recalls. “He 
said if you stop moving your feet, you stop putting pressure on the 
defender, and if they feel pressure, they might run out of time and make 
a mistake. So he would want me to hunt the puck because the turnovers 
would happen closer to the blue line where Adam was. He told me if I 
keep moving my feet even if I can’t get the puck, he’d get the puck back 
to me.” 

It wasn’t all analytical for Oates, of course. He abhorred the rah-rah 
phoniness of hockey’s particular brand of performative leadership. Still, 
he absolutely lived — and still does — for that moment in which the goal 
scorer, whether it was Hull, Bondra, Neely or Petr Klima, would turn to 
him after scoring and give him the point. 

“One of the best things you see in a game is when a guy scores a goal, 
and I like to watch the celebration,” Oates says. “And when you see the 
scorer turn automatically to the guy that passed him the puck to say, 
‘Nice play, man,’ I love that. It’s because players know. You know when 
it’s a great shot, a great pass or a great save by the goalie. 

“Recognition is what every guy seeks, right? When you watch a team like 
Tampa Bay right now, they get the puck and what are they doing? 
They’re looking for Nikita Kucherov. To me, that’s the ultimate 
compliment. Because the players know. At the end of the day, when you 
have that kind of reputation, you know you’ve earned it. When a guy 
looks at you and gives you that nod, that’s the ultimate.” 

Oates hasn’t coached in the NHL for the better part of a decade now, but 
there are still lots of goal scorers every night around the league who are 
scoring from predictable spots on the power play that they occupy, in 
part, because of Oates’ impact on the game. 

He might not be getting the point directly from those goal scorers 
anymore, but it’s hard to imagine that any other passer’s ability to read 
the game and set up goals has lingered for this long, as a legacy on goal 
scoring in the game itself. 

“I’m an analytical guy. I like math, I like geometry, I’m into that,” Oates 
says. “And when you’re a guy that played — and it can be hard to explain 
to people sometimes — but when you’re talking about NHL-caliber 
players now, do you know how good they are? 

“You give these guys a piece of information and they can run with it 
because they’re that good And I got to watch guys like Wayne and Mark 
Messier and Mats Sundin and Mario Lemieux and Steve Yzerman. I 
mean, come on! 

“These guys were incredible every night. So if you pay attention to stuff, 
you’re going to try and figure things out.” 

It’s the figuring things out that makes Oates so remarkable. All of the 
other NHL players who hit 1,000 assists were early draft picks, the sorts 
of high-pedigree hockey geniuses who were famous at 15 and selected 
in the top half of the first round of the draft. 

Oates is different. He didn’t break into the league until his mid-20s, went 
undrafted, was even the less-heralded college free agent the year he 
was recruited by the Detroit Red Wings out of RPI. Then he solved one 
of the fastest, most dynamic games on the planet and built himself into 
one of the best pure passers the sport has ever seen. 

The same qualities that allowed Oates to quite literally build a better 
mouse trap as a player also permitted him to change the way the sport is 
played as a coach. 

“One thing I know personally is how hard I have to pass the puck to beat 
the goalie,” he says. “I know the speed of my pass matters to the guy 
shooting it. There’s innate skills that guys of this caliber have developed, 
that’s why they’ve been able to keep rising through the ranks. And there’s 
subtleties well beyond skating speed and shooting skill and size and 
getting strong. That matters, yes, but there’s other stuff that creeps into 
your brain. 

“So you talk about chemistry, you talk about timing, and then you talk 
about how if you’re behind the net and you want to pass the puck to a 
guy for a shot, there’s a certain speed that if you can pass it, you’re going 
to set up a goal, because the speed of your pass is what’s beating the 
goalie. 

“That’s why I love the one-timer on the power play. Because if you can 
pass the puck fast enough, the goalie cannot react fast enough. When 
you go downhill on the flank, he’s already facing you. That’s a very 
important part of math, those extra seconds. And it’s deep stuff.” 
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LeBrun NHL trade rumblings: Senators ‘very active’ at GMs meeting, 
Chychrun, Karlsson talk, more 

 

Pierre LeBrun8-10 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

TORONTO — The NHL’s general managers gathered Tuesday for their 
traditional meeting after the Hockey Hall of Fame inductions, a four-and-
a-half-hour session that was low on news but provided a chance for 
some managers to plant early seeds in trade talks. 

“I had 29 friends here that were really trying to help me out,” joked 
Senators GM Pierre Dorion, accounting for the two GMs who didn’t 
attend (the Capitals’ Brian MacLellan and Blue Jackets’ Jarmo 
Kekalainen, the latter of whom had a flight issue). 

“These meetings are a bit different than the ones in March because at 
the March meetings you can’t make any more trades (it’s post-deadline),” 
he added. “Here you do see guys huddling together and trying to figure 
out things. 

“You figure out what’s going on, if anyone’s on the market, and you have 
an idea with injuries or whatever, who’s talking to who. We’re all trying to 
talk to each other and trying to better our teams.” 
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How active has Dorion been as far as checking out the marketplace right 
now? 

“Very active,” Dorion said. “Very active to see what’s out there and what’s 
going on.” 

The March 3 trade deadline is still a long way out, but it's never too early 
to start contemplating scenarios.@PierreVLeBrun names some of the top 
players who could be on the move this season and where they might fit in 
best.https://t.co/Av1O823ajd 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) November 10, 2022 

Dorion feels his team is playing better than its record shows, so he wants 
to be patient. But to a point. 

“I think at this time of the year, we’re all gauging to see where we’re 
going to be, where everyone will be in the next couple of weeks, where 
everyone will be by Christmas,” he said. “We have to be somewhat 
patient, but at the same time, we can’t let this continue on for too long.” 

Dorion also doubled down on his belief in head coach D.J. Smith, 
sending the message again that that is not the kind of change he has in 
mind. 

“Coaching is not the issue. Simple as that. Not at all,” Dorion said. “For 
me, it’s the first time we’ve given a team to D.J. that can compete for a 
possible playoff spot. So I think we’ve got to be patient there.” 

But watching his team lose so many close games in the opening month 
has not been easy to digest. 

“(It’s been) tough, for anyone that knows me,” he said, smiling. “It can be 
very tough to remain patient, but it’s a process. If we were getting 
outplayed and outshot every night, then you have to do something. 

“But right now we don’t feel that’s the case. We’re close every game. … 

“Hopefully we can start getting a little bit of puck luck. But at the end of 
the day, we’ve got to start winning games.” 

A blue-line boost is the obvious need, and Dorion reiterated what he’s 
said before, that he feels it’s the hardest position to trade for. But that’s 
obviously where he’s looking. 

Speaking of which … 

The Senators, as discussed before, have shown interest in Jakob 
Chychrun, and it just so happens that the 24-year-old blueliner is finally 
set to make his season debut next week. Or at least that’s the current 
plan. 

There are a number of teams eager to finally see Chychrun play again 
before deciding whether to get more serious in trade talks with Arizona. 

“He’s coming back Nov. 21,” Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong said after the 
GMs meeting. “He’s going to join the team to practice starting, I believe, 
tomorrow. That is the plan.” 

And I think it’s clear if a team steps up with a serious offer, the Coyotes 
don’t feel the need to drag this out forever. 

“There’s been a lot of injuries to a lot of defensemen (around the NHL) 
this year, and I think there’s a lot of opportunity that will come our way,” 
Armstrong said. “We’ll just be patient with it. Obviously, that has to do 
with how well he plays when he comes in the lineup.” 

Armstrong also has no intention of dropping his asking price, which I 
believe includes a pair of first-round picks as part of any package. 

“I don’t know if it’s a high bar. I think other GMs feel that way,” Armstrong 
said of his asking price. “But I think they’d ask for the same thing if they 
were me, you know? I think he did lead the league in goals for a 
defenseman, and he’s 24 with a pretty good contract. 

“I think they would probably ask for the same.” 

Erik Karlsson trade market? 

Mike Grier was attending his second GMs meeting after going to one at 
the draft in Montreal in July just days after his appointment as Sharks 
GM. 

What I was eager to know after Tuesday’s meeting was how Grier felt 
about the excellent play of veteran blueliner Erik Karlsson and what it 
potentially could mean for the trade deadline. 

We’ll get to his hefty contract in a moment, but specifically, I asked Grier 
if he could see a situation where teams called on Karlsson. 

“I don’t know. He’s a dynamic player,” Grier said. “To me, he’s probably 
one of the best three offensive defensemen in the league, and he’s been 
great for us. He’s done everything we’ve asked as far as preparation and 
practicing. 

“Maybe there’s a scenario where a team comes asking for him, because I 
do think he’s a difference-maker. He’s someone who can go out there 
and win you a game or win you a series, for that matter. Maybe 
something will come up down the road. We’ll see.” 

Any potential trade would require the Sharks massaging that contract 
somehow. Karlsson after this season has four more years at an $11.5 
million average annual value. 

How much of it would the Sharks be willing to eat to make a move 
possible? 

Erik Karlsson’s play has been one of the best stories in the first 20 
percent of this season. It’s not just the goals – he’s earning praise for 
many different aspects. 

He’s also playing … a lot, lately, which might be something to monitor. 
https://t.co/gN73WFTr1v 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) November 15, 2022 

And of course, this is all up to Karlsson. He’s got a full no-move clause. 
He calls the shots. Maybe he doesn’t want to go anywhere, even if teams 
call closer to March 3. 

“I would listen (if a team called), but at the end of the day, a lot of it 
depends on Erik, too. He’s got the no-trade protection,” Grier said. “And 
what he wants to do … I know right now he’s happy in San Jose, his 
family is happy there and we’re thrilled with how he’s playing.” 

Why the bounceback in Karlsson’s game this season, a media colleague 
asked. 

“I think health is a big part of it, but I think he’s just in a good state of 
mind, mentally,” Grier said. “From the moment I got the job, we’ve had 
good conversations. Quinny (head coach David Quinn) did a good job of 
going out to Ottawa (last summer) and visiting with him. 

“I think it’s been an open line of communication. If he needs a day off or if 
there’s things hockey-wise he wants to discuss, we’ve had open doors 
with him. I think he feels good about where things are at personally in his 
life, with his family, and I think where he’s at with our relationship, where 
it’s a pretty open back and forth, give and take.” 

MacFarland’s first GMs meeting 

I don’t think they made him do a lap around the room on his own before 
things got rolling Tuesday, but it was indeed the first GMs meeting for 
Chris MacFarland after his summer promotion with Stanley Cup 
champion Colorado. 

“It was exciting for me,” MacFarland said afterward. “It was old hat for a 
few other guys, but you know, for me, it was another new moment. 
Something I enjoyed.” 

I’ve always been told that rookie GMs know not to speak a whole lot at 
their first meeting or two. 

“I didn’t say anything,” MacFarland laughed. “I don’t know if there’s rookie 
rules, but it was very welcoming and a very good day.” 
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It was a chance to speak to other GMs in person, especially for an Avs 
team hit hard by injuries, perhaps looking to upgrade at some point. For 
now, his team just has to grind through with a depleted lineup. 

“I think the coaches are doing a great job, the players are doing a great 
job. I think 20 teams are in LTI, so it’s a challenge,” MacFarland said. “As 
always, if there’s an opportunity to make us better, we’ll always look at 
anything. Whether it’s now or months from now.” 
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Hockey Canada paid $1.6 million to crisis communication firm amid 
sexual assault scandal, VP says 

 

Dan Robson8-10 minutes 15/11/2022 

 

Hockey Canada paid a crisis communications firm $1.6 million to help 
steer the embattled organization through its public relations nightmare, 
the organization’s senior vice president Pat McLaughlin told a 
parliamentary hearing Tuesday. McLaughlin and Bob Nicholson, Hockey 
Canada’s former president and CEO, faced questions from federal MPs 
about a scandal that has led to the resignation of its CEO, entire board, 
and taken a significant financial toll. 

Here’s what you need to know: 

Hockey Canada is expected to lose as much as $24 million in 
sponsorship as major partners have ended or paused partnerships with 
the organization. 

The organization hired Navigator, a crisis communications firm, in early 
July as it faced the departure of those sponsors, further parliamentary 
hearings, media scrutiny, and calls for change from its members. It has 
paid the firm $1.6 million to date. 

Nicholson says that Hockey Canada did not go far enough to combat a 
culture of silence and make people feel safe. Nicholson, the former 
Hockey Canada CEO from 1998 to 2014 who is now chairman of the 
Edmonton Oilers, said he wished he’d implemented more transparency 
during his tenure, including the keeping of minutes during meetings 
regarding settlements. 

Nicolson also admitted that Hockey Canada needed better guidelines for 
dealing with sexual harassment. 

Backstory 

The hearing on Tuesday, the fourth since the revelation of a financial 
settlement of a sexual assault claim against several unnamed members 
of the 2018 Canadian national junior team, took a much more conciliatory 
tone than previous sessions, in which Hockey Canada leadership was 
widely criticized for a lack of transparency and being dismissive of media 
reports and Federal MP questions critical of its governance. 

Hockey Canada’s interim chair, Andrea Skinner, resigned her position 
following a combative hearing in October. After refusing repeated calls 
for his resignation, Hockey Canada’s CEO Scott Smith left the 
organization a few days later. The entire Hockey Canada board also 
resigned. 

Since July, @HockeyCanada has spent more than $1.6 million on 
general comms, plus $3 million for other legal & comms services. Yet 
again, the point is made that Hockey Canada is more interested in pulling 
a PR stunt than transforming its culture of secrecy & cover-up! 

— Rachael Thomas (@RachaelThomasMP) November 15, 2022 

Tuesday’s hearing followed the completion of a governance report by 
former Superior Court Justice Thomas Cromwell, which was critical of the 

transparency with which Hockey Canada operated multimillion-dollar 
reserves that were used to settle uninsurable claims, including sexual 
assault allegations. 

Hockey Canada has paid out 21 settlements from the National Equity 
Fund, a fund fueled by player registration fees, from 1989 to 2022. Ten of 
those claims were related to injuries where the claims exceeded 
available insurance coverage; the remaining 11 claims related to sexual 
misconduct. The most recent of those claims was related to the 2018 
incident in London. 

The Globe and Mail first reported the existence of the National Equity 
Fund and a second fund, the Participants Legacy Trust Fund, which 
could be used to settle sexual-assault cases but has not yet funded any 
settlements. 

Cromwell’s report — which cost the organization $1.7 million to complete 
— revealed that Hockey Canada also kept a third fund of cash reserves 
for uninsured claims, which was largely shielded from public view and 
accounting. Cromwell concluded that Hockey Canada’s possession of 
the funds to pay out on uninsured claims was appropriate risk 
management, but it wasn’t sufficiently transparent in its communication to 
members and participants regarding the fund and its use. 

A July statement from Hockey Canada to its members suggested that the 
Equity Fund was in part used to fund a range of safety, wellbeing and 
wellness initiatives for its players. But Cromwell’s report found no 
evidence that any such initiatives were paid for using the fund. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

One night in London: Allegations of sexual assault and a reckoning for 
Hockey Canada 

“It seems to me that there was a communication strategy to advise the 
public that the fund had various good in addition to the negative, and 
that’s what scares me,” said Liberal MP Anthony Housefather during 
Tuesday’s hearing. 

Cromwell also found that organization was concerned that more financial 
transparency would reveal its large cash surplus, which could weaken its 
bargaining position in settlements, including those made in the past with 
sexual assault survivors. According to Hockey Canada’s audited financial 
statement for 2021, accessed via public records request, the organization 
had $143.5 million in cash and investments. 

What they’re saying 

“I find it outrageous that $1.6 million was spent for Navigator with such a 
disastrous public relations strategy.” — Peter Julian, NDP MP 

“Our organization has made mistakes, and our failure to act sooner has 
had a significant toll on children, a significant toll on parents and 
volunteers and I can tell you that we’re deeply sorry for that. I want to be 
clear on this as well, and to make no mistake, without those folks there is 
no Hockey Canada.” — Pat McLaughlin, SVP of Hockey Canada 

“I’m proud of the progress we made. It is clear that we didn’t go nearly far 
enough, particularly regarding off-ice conduct. It is perhaps a failure to 
see that then that brings us here today.” — Bob Nicholson, former 
president and CEO of Hockey Canada 

Bloc MP Sebastien Lemire says Nicholson was the "head architect" of 
Hockey Canada's "toxic culture" and asks Nicholson to describe his 
legacy at Hockey Canada. 

Nicholson defends himself, saying he helped develop grassroots and 
training programs and improved relations w/ sponsors. 

— Rick Westhead (@rwesthead) November 15, 2022 

The fallout for Hockey Canada 
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Hockey Canada has a long way to go to repair its relationships with 
stakeholders and corporate sponsors like Bauer, Canadian Tire, Telus, 
Nike, Tim’s Hortons, Scotiabank, Chevy Canada, and many more. 

A financial blow of $26 million is unlikely to be recouped until sponsors 
feel confident in re-aligning their brands with the tarnished image of 
hockey’s national governing body in Canada. 

“It comes at a significant cost, without question,” McLaughlin said. 

Hockey Canada says changes are underway. 

An interim management committee has been put in place until a new 
CEO is hired. Hockey Canada’s members will elect a new board in 
December. A search is underway for a new CEO to replace Smith. The 
organization has made changes to its process for hiring and appointing 
leaders, implemented measures to ensure more diversity in its 
leadership, and has limited terms for board members. 

Hockey Canada still has a long way to go to repair its relationships with 
provincial and regional governing bodies, which oversee minor hockey 
across the country. Several federations threatened to withhold player 
participant fees that are paid to Hockey Canada and called for change in 
leadership. In response, Hockey Canada announced in late October that 
it would not collect any participant assessment fees for the upcoming 
season. 

The organization has also faced public scrutiny from high-profile 
stakeholders, like the Canadian national women’s hockey team, which 
has requested to be better represented by the new board. 

The London Police have reopened their investigation into the 2018 
sexual allegations. Hockey Canada has also reopened its investigation 
into the incident. The National Hockey League is conducting an 
investigation as well, with the majority of the members of the 2018 
Canadian national team currently under contract to NHL teams. 

Halifax Police have opened an investigation into allegations of a group 
sexual assault involving the 2003 Canadian World Junior team, which 
emerged after the 2018 allegation and settlement were revealed. 

Required Reading 

One night in London: Allegations of sexual assault and a reckoning for 
Hockey Canada 

‘We haven’t learned a damn thing’: Sexual violence is embedded in junior 
hockey culture 

Hockey Canada maintained a third, largely shielded reserve fund for 
uninsured claims 
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ESPN / Predicting the Hockey Hall of Fame class of 2023 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The Hockey Hall of Fame welcomes its newest class on Monday night in 
Toronto with a fascinating group: Vancouver Canucks legends Daniel 
and Henrik Sedin, their former teammate Roberto Luongo, former Ottawa 
Senators great Daniel Alfredsson, Finnish women's hockey icon Riikka 
Sallinen and the late Herb Carnegie, a pioneering Black player. 

Who will join them in the class of 2023? 

There is one lock in next year's group of first-year-eligible players. But 
beyond that, there might be an opportunity to open the doors for some 

men and women who have been waiting far too long for their hockey 
immortality. 

Here's our ranking of candidates for next year's Hockey Hall of Fame 
class. 

1. Henrik Lundqvist, goalie (first year of eligibility) 

Hail to the King. Lundqvist is a lock. Whether it's in 2023 or if he has to 
wait for some arbitrary reason, he's getting in. The former New York 
Rangers goalie -- who signed with, but did not play for, the Washington 
Capitals before retirement -- won the Vezina Trophy in 2011-12 and was 
a finalist for the award five times. He's sixth in career wins (459), and 
every retired player in front of him on that list is in the Hall of Fame. That 
includes Roberto Luongo, who did not win the Vezina during his career. 

The Stanley Cup eluded him, as Lundqvist's Rangers made the Final 
only once with him in the crease. But he has plenty of other 
championship hardware, backstopping Sweden to Olympic gold in 2006 
and silver in 2014, while also winning IIHF world championship gold and 
World Cup of Hockey bronze. Expect an impeccably dressed Lundqvist 
to be giving his induction speech next year. 

2. Caroline Ouellette, forward (second year) 

We considered Ouellette a lock for the class of 2022 in her first year of 
eligibility. That she didn't make the cut speaks more to the selection 
committee's inexplicable obsession with having only one woman inductee 
each year -- the last time it allowed the maximum of two was in 2010 with 
Cammi Granato and Angela James -- than her worthiness as a 
candidate. 

The forward is one of only five athletes to win a gold medal in four 
consecutive Winter Olympics, helping the Canadian women to the top of 
the podium in 2002, 2006, 2010 and 2014, along with Olympic silver in 
1998. She won six gold medals in the IIHF women's world 
championships. Ouellette had a 2.36 points-per-game average in 97 
games with University of Minnesota-Duluth. She also won the 2009 
Clarkson Cup with the Montreal Stars, becoming only one of three 
players to win the Clarkson Cup, Olympic gold and worlds gold. The 
other two are Hayley Wickenheiser and Jayna Hefford, and she should 
join them in the Hall next year. 

3. Alexander Mogilny, right wing (14th year) 

For many, Mogilny's continued absence from the Hockey Hall of Fame 
has moved beyond the point of agitation to one of outright resentment. 
No disrespect intended for Henrik and Daniel Sedin, but the Hall of Fame 
rubber-stamped two first-year-eligible candidates who don't rank in the 
top 150 retired players in points-per-game average, while Mogilny, the 
34th-best scorer in that category (1.042), lingers into his 14th year of 
eligibility. 

He's 55th all time in goals scored (473) and 56th in adjusted goals (480). 
Among inactive players, he's 34th in goals-per-game average (0.478). All 
of that was achieved while he played the majority of his games in the 
defensive trap era. He's a Triple Gold Club member, having won the 
Stanley Cup in 2000 with the New Jersey Devils. As much as the Sedin 
twins' magic is a unique part of hockey history, so is Mogilny's place as 
the first Soviet defection to the NHL. It's an absolute joke he remains on 
this list year after year. 

4. Sergei Gonchar, defenseman (sixth year) 

Gonchar is 17th in career points among defensemen with 811 in 1,301 
NHL games. Everyone ahead of him save for Gary Suter is in the Hall of 
Fame. That includes Nicklas Lidstrom, with whom Gonchar has the 
misfortune of sharing an era. The Detroit Red Wings Hall of Famer -- 
considered one of the best defensemen in hockey history -- is the only 
blueliner who amassed more goals (236) and points (985) than Gonchar 
did (220 goals, 811 points) from 1994-95 to 2014-15, which was the span 
of the Russian defenseman's career. 

Gonchar won the Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh in 2009 and finished in the 
top five in voting for the Norris Trophy four times. He won Olympic silver 
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in Nagano, bronze in Salt Lake City and IIHF worlds silver in 2010. He's 
got a case. 

5. Meghan Duggan, forward (second year) 

We had Jennifer Botterill ahead of Duggan last year, but we're flip-
flopping them for the class of 2023 projection. On the chance the Hall 
inducts two women in the same class, we don't believe they'll both come 
from Team Canada. 

Duggan won seven IIHF world championship gold medals and captained 
the U.S. women's Olympic hockey team to gold in the 2018 
Pyeongchang Games. She won the 2011 Patty Kazmaier Memorial 
Award as the top women's player in the NCAA while playing for 
Wisconsin. Off the ice, she played in integral role in the national team's 
fight with USA Hockey over inequitable support and conditions in 
comparison to the men's team. Her profile is high after becoming director 
of player development for the New Jersey Devils this year. 

6. Rod Brind'Amour, center (10th year) 

Guy Carbonneau walked into the Hall of Fame in 2019 and left the door 
open for Brind'Amour. Carbonneau was the more decorated defensive 
center, winning the Selke Trophy three times and finishing as a finalist six 
times, while Brind'Amour won twice in his only two years as a finalist. 

But the two aren't even in the same conversation when it comes to being 
complete players: Brind'Amour finished with 1,184 points in 1,484 games, 
while Carbonneau had 663 points in 1,318 games. He captained the 
Carolina Hurricanes to the Stanley Cup in 2006 and won IIHF worlds gold 
in 1994. His prowess as a coach has brought more attention to his career 
as a player. Like Mogilny, there's been a vocal group of fans and pundits 
backing Brind'Amour's Hall of Fame candidacy. Perhaps 2023 is the 
year. 

7. Jennifer Botterill, forward (ninth year) 

Botterill helped Team Canada win Olympic gold in 2002, 2006 and 2010 
and five IIHF world championships, capturing MVP in that tournament 
twice. But it was her dominance in the NCAA that sets her apart. Playing 
with Harvard, she amassed 319 points in 113 games, scoring at least a 
point in all but one of her college games. She was the first player to win 
the Patty Kazmaier Memorial Award twice as the top player in U.S. 
women's college hockey. Botterill also had 155 points in 78 Canadian 
Women's Hockey League games. 

She's a player who could be in already and whose profile has only grown 
because of her work in the Canadian media. 

8. Henrik Zetterberg, center (second year) 

Zetterberg finished his career with 960 points in 1,082 games, including 
337 goals. His greatest individual accomplishment was winning the Conn 
Smythe in the Red Wings' 2008 Stanley Cup win. That ring earned him 
Triple Gold Club status, along with championships in the 2006 Olympics 
and the 2006 world championships with Sweden. 

The problem for Zetterberg is his competition. Brind'Amour was a similar 
player and unlike Zetterberg won the Selke (twice). Then there's Pavel 
Datsyuk, Zetterberg's Red Wings teammate, who also has a strong case 
for the Hall. 

9. Curtis Joseph, goalie (11th year) 

CuJo's Hall of Fame argument was always one of stats vs. impact. He's 
seventh in career wins (454), just five in back of Lundqvist. He's seventh 
in career games played (943). But he never won a Vezina Trophy, 
though he was a finalist three times. He also never won the Stanley Cup, 
but neither did Luongo nor Lundqvist. He won World Cup of Hockey 
silver in 1996 and played one game in Canada's run to the 2002 Olympic 
gold medal. 

There's been an interesting development in the "stats vs. impact" 
argument, however: Hockey historian Paul Pidutti has created a 
statistical measure of a Hall of Fame candidate's worthiness. According 

to Pidutti, Joseph is the 17th-greatest goalie in NHL history and sixth best 
of his era. Keep in mind, however, that the Hockey Hall of Fame hasn't 
inducted two goalies in the same class since Harry Lumley and Gump 
Worsley in 1980. 

    — Paul Pidutti (@AdjustedHockey) November 11, 2022 

10. Keith Tkachuk, forward (ninth year) 

Tkachuk amassed 538 goals and 1,065 points in 1,201 games over his 
18-season career. He led the league in goals only once (1996-97) but 
was otherwise a model of consistency. He's 33rd all time in goals scored. 
Every player ahead of him who is Hall of Fame-eligible is enshrined. He 
won World Cup gold in 1996 and Olympic silver in 2002 but never the 
Stanley Cup. 

It's a solid but unspectacular career, but those numbers are hard to 
ignore. 

Other first-year-eligible former NHLers 

One interesting Hall of Fame case for a player in his first year of 
eligibility: Corey Crawford, who helped the Chicago Blackhawks to 
Stanley Cup wins in 2013 and 2015. From 2010 to '17, only Lundqvist 
and Marc-Andre Fleury had more wins than Crawford (213), who also 
had a .918 save percentage in that stretch. Although he shared the 
Jennings Trophy for fewest goals allowed for a team twice, he was never 
a Vezina Trophy finalist. There are a number of more accomplished 
goalies ahead of him -- he doesn't crack the top 50 in career wins -- but 
he was an important part of one of that decade's best teams. 

Defenseman Jay Bouwmeester has a strong international case -- five 
gold medals, including 2014 Olympic gold -- and a steady, 17-year NHL 
career that included an iron man streak of 737 games. Fellow blueliners 
Andrei Markov, Dustin Byfuglien, Brent Seabrook and Mike Green are 
also in their first years of eligibility. So is forward Justin Williams, whose 
"Mr. Game 7" reputation was earned while he won three Stanley Cups 
with the Carolina Hurricanes and Los Angeles Kings. 

Big-name holdovers 

After Tkachuk, the players with the greatest number of goals who aren't 
in the Hall of Fame are Pat Verbeek (522), Pierre Turgeon (515), Jeremy 
Roenick (513) and Peter Bondra (503). There's been vocal support for 
Theo Fleury, who had 1,088 points in 1,084 games. Like Roenick, he fills 
the "Fame" requirement; also like Roenick, he never won a major 
individual award. Former New Jersey Devils forward Patrik Elias, scoring 
winger Steve Larmer and former Columbus Blue Jackets and New York 
Rangers star Rick Nash also have their backers. 

Among the goalies, two-time Vezina winner Tim Thomas, Vezina winner 
and five-time finalist Tom Barrasso, 1997 Conn Smythe winner Mike 
Vernon and three-time Stanley Cup winner Chris Osgood are all still in 
the mix. 

For women's players, USA hockey star Julie Chu, Team Canada forward 
Meghan Agosta and goalie Shannon Szabados should be considered. 
Internationally, keep an eye on Swiss goalie Florence Schelling and 
Swedish goalie Kim Martin. 

In the Builders category, innovative goalie coach Francois Allaire, former 
Michigan coach Red Berenson and Nashville Predators general manager 
David Poile could all get the call. Then there's Canadian hockey icon 
Paul Henderson, still trying to prove that one goal in 1972 could garner a 
place in the Hall of Fame outside of the memorabilia displays. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'We bent and didn’t break': Murray shows his mettle in 
Maple Leafs return 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 16, 2022 
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PITTSBURGH — Back when Matt Murray was the king of this Pittsburgh 
rink, the toast of this Cup-winning black-and-yellow town, he lived by 
three words out on the ice: ‘Love over fear.’ 

“Just loving the game, loving getting out there, loving the hard moments,” 
his former goalie coach, Mike Buckley, explained of their mantra. “Loving 
the pressure, as opposed to fearing it.” 

On a Tuesday night in Pittsburgh, back under the PPG Paints Arena 
Lights, a cloud of doubt hovering over his net as he made just his second 
start in Toronto Maple Leafs colours, Murray got a taste of that pressure 
he so loves once again. 

Leafs on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Toronto Maple Leafs. Stream the most games at 
the lowest price, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game 
and Stanley Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you 
choose how much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“It means a lot,” the former Penguin said on Tuesday night, after 
registering his first win as a Maple Leaf in his first start back in 
Pittsburgh. “I wanted to get off to a good start coming back from injury. I 
think you could tell the guys were really playing hard in front of me 
tonight, a ton of blocked shots. 

“I thought the guys played their hearts out.” 

It started quietly. Through the first 20 minutes of the tilt, the Penguins 
offered up little to test Murray, while on the other end of the sheet, John 
Tavares and Mitch Marner made easy work of building a two-goal lead 
for the blue-and-white. The next period started much the same, Michael 
Bunting potting Toronto’s third goal of the night before the masses in the 
stands even had the chance to return to their seats. 

And then it turned. 

Before that opening minute of the second period was up, the Penguins 
managed to draw some blood of their own, a point shot from Jason 
Zucker deflecting off Rickard Rakell in front, beating Murray. Two-and-a-
half minutes later, the goaltender was staring down a sight none in his 
position wants to see: Sidney Crosby collecting the puck with speed at 
the blue line, beating a defender, and loading up one of those signature 
backhanders. 

Just like that, the Maple Leafs’ lead had been cut to a single shot, the 
Pens climbing back to 3-2. And the hosts kept their foot on the gas from 
there, feeding off the outburst, peppering Murray, rallying to deliver the 
home crowd a tying goal. 

It never came. 

“They’re an extremely dangerous team. They’re always going to have 
that push, and tonight it came early in the second — it was a shooting 
gallery for them,” Murray said of that middle-game stretch that saw the 
shots begin to tilt in Pittsburgh’s favour. “Not that we were really doing 
anything wrong, they just turned it on and kept us on our heels for a 
while. But we responded the right way. 

“We bent and didn’t break.” 

While No. 30 got plenty of help from the blue line in front of him — Jordie 
Benn in particular earned a fair few name-drops from Murray post-game 
for his defensive efforts — the two-time champ proved he was up to the 
task in his return to the cage. It wasn’t perfect, not on a night that saw 
Pittsburgh pot two quick ones and threaten to derail a strong Maple Leafs 
start, but in the end Murray showed the Maple Leafs faithful he could 
weather the storm, that he could come up with the saves needed, when 
they mattered most. 

“He made a couple unbelievable stops to keep us in this game,” said 
Marner of his netminder once the win was in the books. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Rewind the tape and they’re all there. A second-period Penguins power-
play that saw the club’s superstar-studded top unit teeing off — to no 
avail. Soon after, a promising Pens sequence that finished with Crosby 
trying to hammer one past Murray at the side of the net — 
unsuccessfully. Then it was Crosby from the slot, then Brock McGinn 
with space at the netfront, then Evgeni Malkin wiring one on another 
Pens power-play in the third. 

Murray kept the door shut, refusing to relinquish Toronto’s lead, until the 
squad in front of him piled on a few more goals of their own. 

“The bench is so fired up when he’s kickin’,” Benn said of Murray’s 
performance. “He looked so calm, cool and collected in there. It’s good to 
see, and it gives us confidence to play harder in front of him.” 

“There were times that we looked pretty vulnerable, and they’ve got 
some really good shooters with good shooting lanes,” head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said post-game, thinking back to that third-period 
Penguins power play. “It doesn’t look like Matt can see the puck, and 
he’s able to find it, track it really well, and make the save. 

“I thought he was just really solid and calm.” 

The same can be said of the group in front of him. 

While the Maple Leafs showed their mettle defensively, on the other side 
of the puck, they looked no less fluid, putting up five goals for only the 
second time in 2022-23. After shaking up his top six and making the 
decision to split up leading duo Marner and Auston Matthews, it seems 
Keefe’s blending has begun to yield fruit. 

Reunited on the second line, Marner and Tavares looked dominant for 
lengthy stretches Tuesday, each tallying a goal, the captain’s ranking as 
the 400th of his career. Up top, Matthews, Bunting and William Nylander 
all got on the board, too, Bunting finishing with a pair of goals — both 
assisted by Matthews — and Nylander sealing the night with an empty-
netter. 

Mark it as a page turned for Bunting too, who stumbled early this season 
coming off a career year, but has found his game since being reunited 
with Matthews. 

“Maybe I was just gripping my stick too tight, just maybe getting away 
from my game and not going to those dirty areas, going to the front of the 
net,” Bunting had said before the puck dropped Tuesday. “I’ve got to go 
back to what brought me success last year, and what brings me success 
as a player.” 

The shift in approach netted him as many goals tonight as he had 
through his previous 16 games. 

“I thought it was Bunts’ best game, in terms of how he held onto pucks, 
how he battled, competed,” Keefe said of the performance. “The goals, of 
course, were really great. Those are the ones that generally come when 
he plays how he did tonight.” 

As for Bunting’s own assessment, all focus was turned to his 
goaltender’s big night, what it meant to No. 30, and to this group. 

“He was a wall in the net,” Bunting said. “Obviously, this game meant a 
lot to him. … We want to play strong in front of our goalie, especially a 
guy that’s coming off an injury and coming back into it. I think he played 
unbelievable and I thought we helped him out when we could. 

“But there’s not much we had to do — he’s a great goalie.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks find relief after surviving push from Sabres to end 
road trip on winning note 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetNovember 16, 2022, 12:37 AM 

 

BUFFALO – Asked if Tuesday’s win here was a game he absolutely had 
to have, Vancouver Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau smiled a little and 
said: “I did, yeah. For a couple of reasons.” 

We meant that the team had to have. 

“I know what you meant,” he said. “And I mean the team, too.” 

He also meant himself. Beating the odds and circling sharks, Boudreau 
made it to career win No. 604 as a National Hockey League coach with 
his team’s 5-4 victory against the Buffalo Sabres in which the Canucks 
did not quite blow another multiple-goal lead. 

It’s impossible to know if he would have been fired had the Canucks lost 
their fourth straight road game, but it’s quite sensible to think that this 
dreadful start by Vancouver can’t continue without intervention. Who 
knows what Wednesday brings? 

The Canucks must either start winning, or general manager Patrik Allvin 
has to start making substantive changes to a team that at 5-9-3 is 
nearing the schedule’s one-quarter mark amid one of the most 
disappointing starts in franchise history. 

By hanging on against the Sabres, who fly around the ice and attack with 
five skaters (which doesn’t leave them a lot with which to defend), the 
Canucks bookended a five-game road trip with wins and allowed 
themselves to actually feel good for the first time in a week. 

Already with six losses this season in which they kicked away two- or 
three-goal leads, the Canucks went up 5-2 before the game was half 
over, were hyper-ventilating when Casey Mittelstadt’s goal from power-
play pressure brought the Sabres within one with 7:58 remaining, but 
managed to survive the last eight minutes and several icings. 

Vancouver goalie Spencer Martin stopped 14 of 15 shots in the third 
period. 

“It’s a test,” Canuck forward J.T. Miller said of the mental challenge of 
protecting a lead when so many have been squandered. “It's an absolute 
test. You can't be afraid. It's going to take experience and time. . . but 
you really need to train yourself to demand more and really just keep 
playing the right way. At the end of the day, we were able to get the job 
done, so we're happy with that.” 

“A couple of us were saying going into third, like, ‘Let's play to win, not 
play to lose,’” defenceman Luke Schenn said. “There's a difference. At 
times, we could definitely have some more composure with the puck, 
probably avoid some the icings. It was not perfect in our D-zone. But 
guys' effort was there tonight. And that's a start. It's not a perfect road trip 
by any means -- 2-3 heading home. Ideally, you'd probably like to flip that 
around. But, you know, we do have a win going home and hopefully, we 
can learn from some of the tough things on our trip.” 

Boudreau moved Miller back to the wing and played him on a line with Bo 
Horvat, who had a monster night: one goal, three points, eight shots, 
22:42 of ice time and was 17-9 in the faceoff dot. Miller had a goal and 
logged a staggering 25:05 of ice time with Horvat and Conor Garland. 

Miller joked he’d be going for a post-game workout. 

“Can somebody spot me?” he said. 

Canucks on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Vancouver Canucks. Stream games all season 
long, plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 
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“I think that we needed the icings because. . . we were only using a few 
forwards out there and they needed a break, so it wasn't a bad thing,” 
Boudreau reasoned. “And anytime Bo's on the ice, you feel you've got a 
good chance of winning the faceoff. I thought we defended fine the last 
seven minutes. It's never easy with us, but I thought it was a good 
character win. 

“Miller played 25 minutes. For a forward, that's probably the most I've 
ever played a forward in a non-overtime game. And Bo was 22 (minutes) 
only because he took two penalties. And I thought Garland worked really 
well today. If I'm going to give kudos, I've got to give kudos to that (Nils) 
Aman line. I thought they played really good as well.” 

Aman, the rookie centre who has been a positive story swamped by the 
negativity around him, was excellent on an energy line with Dakota 
Joshua and minor-league callup Will Lockwood. The trio combined 
crisply for Vancouver’s opening goal at 8:01 of the first period, Lockwood 
knocking Buffalo defenceman Ilya Lyubushkin off the puck behind the 
Sabres’ goal to start the play. 

Ethan Bear, with his first goal since his trade from the Carolina 
Hurricanes three weeks ago, and Elias Pettersson on a deflection had 
the other goals for Vancouver, who went 2-for-3 on the power play. And 
although Brock Boeser’s offensive-zone penalty ended five seconds 
before Mittelstadt’s goal, technically the Canuck did not allow a power-
play goal for the first time in 15 games. 

“I mean, I don't know why we continue to make it so hard on ourselves, to 
be honest with you,” Horvat said of the narrow escape. “But for the 
majority of game, I thought we played really well.” 

Schenn said: “A lot of guys had the right intentions of doing the right 
things. Like I said, it wasn't perfect. But you did see guys with 
desperation dives blocking shots, guys trying to win their puck battles on 
the wall. There's no question that we're giving up a lot of goals right now. 
But in saying that, we'll take the win. If you look at our home opener, 
Buffalo gave it to us (5-1 in Vancouver on Oct. 22) and that was a tough 
night for us. Every game is hard in this league and you’ve got to be 
happy when you win.” 

Relieved, too, sometimes. 

The Canucks chartered home overnight, and play the Los Angeles Kings 
at Rogers Arena on Friday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Rebuilding Canadiens inspired by play, process of 
juggernaut Devils 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngelsNovember 15, 2022, 11:17 PM 

 

MONTREAL — We doubt the Montreal Canadiens were thinking it as the 
New Jersey Devils picked them apart to record their 10th consecutive win 
and pull to within two points of owning the NHL’s best record, but maybe 
they’ll consider it when they review the tape. 

These Devils, who came to the Bell Centre and entertained before 
leaving with a 5-1 win, look exactly like who the Canadiens are trying to 
become: A lightning-fast, in-your-face, detailed, deep, smart and exciting 
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hockey team driven by young superstars and anchored by poised, big, 
physical two-way defencemen. 

They came in as the best team Montreal has faced through its first 16 
games, and they played up to their reputation, halting the Canadiens’ 
winning streak at three games. 

Jack Hughes played like the guy who was drafted first overall in 2019, 
scoring two goals and assisting on one for talented linemate Jesper Bratt. 
Devils captain Nico Hischier (another first-overall pick), along with Fabian 
Zetterlund and former Canadiens forward Tomas Tatar, dominated 
Montreal’s top line. And defencemen Dougie Hamilton and John Marino 
scored goals and stood tall in front of goaltender Vitek Vanecek, who 
made 15 first-period saves to push the wind into his team’s sails. 

The Devils used it to push right by the Canadiens. 

This isn’t who they were a year ago. It wasn’t even who they were to start 
this season. 

But they’re a juggernaut now, and a team that looks precisely like the one 
the Canadiens are hoping to develop themselves into. 

“I think they play very similar to what we’re trying to do,” said Canadiens 
coach Martin St. Louis. “They play on top of you. They use their speed 
offensively, but defensively they really get on top of you. There’s not 
much space. They push the pace, they’re good on the rush, they hit 
layers coming in. 

“So, I think there’s a lot of things we’re preaching on our end. We just 
gotta keep getting better at it.” 

It won’t happen overnight, even if the Canadiens are progressing faster 
than expected. 

The Devils have missed the playoffs for four straight years. As they went 
through that turmoil, they traded several veterans to clear up space and 
collect future assets, made several high draft picks, and pounced on the 
open market with their savings over this past summer — signing two-time 
Stanley Cup champion Ondrej Palat away from the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
Vanecek away from the Washington Capitals and trading for veterans 
like Erik Haula and Marino. 

That they look as good as they did on Tuesday without Palat (lower-body 
injury) and starting goaltender Mackenzie Blackwood (MCL sprain) is a 
testament to how they’ve been built and how bought in they are to coach 
Lindy Ruff’s demanding style of play. 

They took beatings at the hands of more complete teams over the years 
and learned lessons from them, and that’s also made them who they are 
now. 

“We got a lot more mature,” said Tatar after the game. “We had to trade 
pieces in the off-season, and we gained a lot more experience that we 
lacked last year. We gained experience going through last season. We 
look a lot more mature.” 

At 13-3-0 on their season, the Devils look like one of the best teams in 
the NHL right now. 

With a young, talented core, they’re poised to be one for a long time. 
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Canadiens goaltender Jake Allen, who played as well as a goaltender 
can play while still allowing four goals — if it wasn’t for him, it could’ve 
been 10 — sees it. 

He also sees his team — led by 23-year-old Nick Suzuki, 21-year-olds 
Cole Caufield and Kirby Dach and a defence currently comprised of four 

rookies — isn’t as far off as people might have assumed before this 
season started. 

“Once you get them a few years under their belt, a little bit of confidence, 
a little bit of swagger, it can happen quick because it’s a youthful league,” 
Allen said. “And I think you’ll see that moving forward. Over the next 10 
years, it’s going to get younger and younger and younger. The age is 
going to diminish, and I think that’s what you’re seeing with the Devils. 
Some good veterans there, too, and Hischier’s a good captain, but they 
had a couple years of pain for what looks like some long-term gain, and 
they’re a really good hockey club.” 

“We’re very similar,” Allen continued. “I think we (noted) that in our 
pregame. Very similar team. They have four lines of full speed and really 
give you no time and space, and I think that’s probably something we’re 
trying to emulate and create. On our successful nights, that’s usually 
what we’re doing; we’re on top of teams, we’re playing fast, we’re giving 
teams no time and space. They sort of did that to us tonight. 

“That’s a good lesson. I think that’s how we feel when we play other 
teams… so if we can take that out of this game, it’s one positive.” 

Repeating it with consistency will represent true growth down the line. 

The Devils have it, and the Canadiens are aiming for it. 

They played a strong first period but couldn’t quite keep up beyond that. 

“It was a big test for us tonight,” said St. Louis. “I wouldn’t say we failed, 
but we didn’t achieve a high enough mark.” 

But the Canadiens will study what the Devils did on Tuesday and use 
that to continue building their game. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: An emotional, deserving tribute to Börje 
Salming 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNICNovember 15, 2022, 8:32 PM 

 

This week’s 32 Thoughts begins with a shoutout to Taylor Dean, Mike 
Ferriman, Lia Pellegrino, Darryl Sittler and Nitsa Staikos. 

It’s impossible to name everyone. Certainly, many others played crucial 
roles, but those are some of the key individuals in the planning and 
implementation of the incredible weekend tribute to Borje Salming.  

“Everybody just stepped up to do what ever they could,” said Ferriman, 
Director of Event Presentation and Director of Alumni Relations. 

You know Sittler, the Hall-of-Famer. Dean is the Maple Leafs Director of 
Game Presentation. Pellegrino is Assistant to President Brendan 
Shanahan. Staikos is Vice-President of Retention, Membership & VIP 
Hospitality.  

Salming announced his ALS diagnosis through the Maple Leafs on Aug. 
10. A friend of mine said he saw Sittler and Salming at a restaurant in 
Montreal later in the summer with another one-time Toronto teammate. 
He said he didn’t recognize the significance of what was happening until 
this past week. Sittler and the other player were doing the ordering, 
making sure Salming was comfortable and taken care of. He was 
emotional in sharing the story. 

“In Montreal, I remember Borje saying to me, ‘Darryl, I’m going to be 
there for the Hall-of-Fame game in November,’” Sittler told Ron MacLean 
during last Saturday’s Hockey Night in Canada broadcast. “He’s here and 
it’s amazing that he’s here.” 
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“Borje told us he wanted to come,” Ferriman said Tuesday. “It’s very 
special to him. He always came to the Hall-of-Fame Game. He always 
played in the alumni game. We just said, ‘Whatever you need, we’ll do 
it.’” 

“Everything was up to him and his family. We told them, ‘If you want to 
come for five minutes, do that. If you don’t want to go to any particular 
event, we understand.’” 

Salming exceeded everyone’s expectations. Friday night, he walked from 
his hotel to the arena, giving thumbs-up to the several-hundred fans 
waiting to enter Scotiabank Arena as he arrived. Both Friday and 
Saturday, he stayed almost the entire game, only leaving a few minutes 
early to beat the crowd. Monday, he wasn’t up to attending the Hall-of-
Fame ceremony, but “watched every second,” Ferriman said, alongside 
his family in a private dining room set up by the Maple Leafs.  

To Sittler, it was the same toughness Salming showed when becoming 
the first European player to truly make an impact on the NHL.  

“It wasn’t an easy road for him. Guys were spearing him and trying to 
intimidate him…but it made him a stronger player. That’s the character of 
the man he is and that’s why this is all happening.” 

There are Toronto fans of a certain age who remember Salming’s brilliant 
1976 playoff goal against Philadelphia, days after an unfair beatdown by 
Mel Bridgman. Two decades later, no less an authority than Bobby 
Clarke recognized Salming’s toughness in the moment. He was one of 
the team’s most popular players for 16 years, an almost unprecedented 
run.  

The fans were wonderful. Either night, if they were allowed to cheer for 
hours, they would have. 

Borje Salming receives long standing ovation in his return to Toronto 
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“To see how a guy (like Borje) was embraced by the fans…that puts a lot 
of things in perspective to us as players playing here,” Auston Matthews 
said. “You could just see it and feel it, the atmosphere in the crowd 
tonight.” 

That’s playing in Canada. The risks are high: increased scrutiny. But so 
are the rewards. Play hard, and the fans will love you forever. Ask Daniel 
Alfredsson. Ask Roberto Luongo. Ask Daniel and Henrik Sedin. All 
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame on Monday night. Legends, 
because they gave everything they had.  

The Leafs of the '70s — Sittler, Lanny McDonald, Jim McKenny, Tiger 
Williams — did whatever they could. Salming’s face lit up when the Leafs 
of the '80s — Wendel Clark, Tom Fergus, Al Iafrate, Gary Leeman — 
entered his suite. Mats Sundin, not a teammate but testament to 
Salming’s legacy, stood alongside him on Friday. The actors filming a 
television movie about Salming’s story came to say hello. Imagine a 71-
year-old Salming meeting his 23-year-old doppelganger.  

“(Borje’s) wife said to all of us, they’ve never seen him so happy,” Sittler 
said. “So that makes us happy.” 

Everything about the weekend was magic, including Toronto coach 
Sheldon Keefe starting six Swedes on Saturday night. 

“What are the odds we’d have six Swedish players in the lineup that 
could play all the different positions?” Ferriman said. “Erik Kallgren in 
goal? Who could have imagined it? It worked out for a reason.” 

That reason was Salming, deserving of every tribute he received. 

THOUGHTS 

1. In his interview with Ron, Sittler recognized Mark Kirton. Kirton played 
266 NHL games for Toronto, Detroit and Vancouver during a decade-
long professional career — three of them with Salming’s Leafs. He was 
diagnosed with ALS in 2018 and has become a tireless advocate. "Mark 
was awesome, giving the (Salmings) suggestions and tips,” the ex-
captain said. Kirton’s twitter handle is @KirtSpeaksALS and pertinent 
information can be found there. Take a look, he’s incredibly passionate. 

2. At Tuesday’s NHL GM meetings, there was a straw poll asking 
whether or not the assembled wanted to drop the penalty for an 
unsuccessful coaches’ challenge. The answer was no. 

3. Other items from the meetings: there was some conversation about 
Pavel Buchnevich’s puck-over-glass penalty that gave Colorado a late 
five-on-three in Monday’s 3-2 Blues victory over the Avalanche. “Not 
intentional,” one GM said. While that is true, the NHL doesn’t want this to 
be a discretionary call, and I agree. You never want an official deciding 
someone’s intent in a Game 7. This will stay as it is. 

4. NHL Vice-President of Hockey Operations Rod Pasma made a 
presentation in the aftermath of Evander Kane’s injury. Mandating 
Kevlar-like wrist protection seems unlikely, as the NHLPA feels this is an 
individual decision. Grandfathering it has worked in the past with helmets 
and visors. At last week’s Karjala Cup, Finland’s Waltteri Merela was 
sliced open by a skate cut to the wrist. Apparently, at the GM meetings, 
video was shown of a player being protected from skate-induced leg 
injury due to thicker protection. Expect this to become a topic of 
conversation. 

As a summer camp counselor, I had to learn how to handle this (a good 
thing) and, on one occasion, drove someone to the hospital who’d been 
sliced above the knee. Nurses thought I was a gunshot victim because of 
all the blood. Several years ago, the Calgary Flames wanted to mandate 
shot-blockers on the skate, but weren’t allowed to do so. While John 
Tortorella coached them, the New York Rangers asked their players to 
wear special shot-blockers on the gloves and most agreed. I like the idea 
of grandfathering and hope the NHLPA considers it. If you’re a parent of 
a young boy or girl, consider having them wear a legitimate second skin. 
It’s not worth the fear. 

5. The GMs asked for more information about the net being pushed off its 
moorings. Anecdotally, it’s happening more often, maybe there should be 
a penalty. The request is for more data. 

6. There was a cap update, similar to the Board of Governors 
conversation. The hope is it will be more than $1M, closer to the $86M 
mark. (We are at $82.5M now.) 

7. This stood out from Ottawa GM Pierre Dorion: “Jake Sanderson 
played 25 quality minutes (Monday night). Jacob Bernard-Docker has 
come up and stepped in. Maybe the solution all the time was internally.” 

Dorion’s worked hard to see what’s out there, and I believe he’s come 
across two challenges. One is that he’s dealing from position of 
weakness and teams are trying to hijack him. Two is that there are plenty 
of players who can block a trade to Canada, and it’s possible that’s 
happened. It’s not an Ottawa issue, but a Canada issue (Personal note: 
go back to the Salming section. The rewards for competing hard are 
enormous.) 

Dorion’s looked hard at defensive options and will continue to do so, but 
may choose to go with what he’s got. The Senators' underlying numbers 
under DJ Smith aren’t bad. Very reasonable in terms of expected-goals 
differential. It’s a results-based business, but Dorion didn’t just tell the 
media he wasn’t going to change coaches. He told the leadership group, 
too. 
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8. Ottawa’s sale machinations are expected to ramp up after American 
Thanksgiving. There is hope the new owner will be decided by early 
January so they can negotiate a new building with the government. 

9. Calgary is looking for a scoring forward, although that’s been going on 
since August.  

10. Former Harris-Blitzer CEO Scott O’Neil accepted a job as CEO of 
Merlin Entertainments on Monday. (Harris-Blitzer owns the New Jersey 
Devils.) Merlin is the world’s second-largest theme-park operator after 
Disney. According to multiple sources, O’Neil interviewed for Maple Leaf 
Sports and Entertainment’s vacant CEO opening. (He did not respond to 
requests for comment.) Filling the MLSE job, vacated last January by 
Michael Friisdahl, has proven to be…complicated. 

11. Last Friday was one of my favourite days of the year: the Hockey Hall 
of Fame ring ceremony. Bernice Carnegie, Herb’s daughter, said Herb’s 
ring was made to fit his grandson, Corey Chambers. Her speech was 
dynamite, an upper-deck grand slam. Brother Dale also stepped up to 
the podium, possibly the first time two people spoke on behalf of a Hall-
of-Famer. Corey and Rane Carnegie (another grandchild, he represented 
the family at Friday’s introductions) have sons who are players. No 
pressure on them, none at all, but how terrific would it be if either made it 
to the NHL — a path their great-grandfather was unfairly denied? 
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TSN.CA / Leafs aim to slow ‘inspired’ Malkin 

 

Mark Masters12-15 minutes 15/11/2022 

 

Evgeni Malkin scored a goal and added an assist while leading the 
Penguins to a 4-2 win in Toronto on Friday. He is now averaging 1.63 
points per game against the Leafs, which leads all active players.  

"Very dangerous offensive player," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Does 
have a lot of emotion in his game. He’s at his best when that’s the case, 
and we got to try and match that. He really had his way in Toronto the 
other night. He's a guy we certainly have to do a better job against 
tonight." 

Malkin, 36, took a pair of penalties early in that game last week, which 
seemed to fire up the 6-foot-3 centre. He actually made a tripping signal 
after scoring Pittsburgh's opening goal.  

"That's what makes him such a special player," said former teammate 
Matt Murray, who will face Malkin for the first time on Tuesday. "He's got 
that gear that he can turn on and makes him really hard to stop. That's 
why he's been so successful for so long." 

"It is kind of funny hearing his banter when he gets a penalty," said Leafs 
winger Zach Aston-Reese, another former teammate of Malkin's. "He's 
one of the best at skating the puck through the neutral zone. He winds 
the puck up and it seems like it's on a string."   

Malkin has eight points in the last six games. Penguins coach Mike 
Sullivan sees "an inspired player." 

What do teammates see? 

"He's got the puck on his stick a lot," noted Bryan Rust. "When he's 
rolling and has the puck on his stick, then a lot of good things are going 
to happen."   

"He's just having a good time," observed Kasperi Kapanen. "His 
confidence [is high], you can really tell, he's holding onto pucks and 
making plays. I have a front-row seat to watch the Geno show and it's 
pretty spectacular." 

In the modern era, only Wayne Gretzky (2.38), Mario Lemieux (2.15) and 
Mike Bossy (1.72) have averaged more points per game against the 
Leafs than Malkin.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Dealing with 'The Geno Show' 

Evgeni Malkin has seven goals and nine assists on the season and is 
tied with Sidney Crosby for the team lead in points. Mark Masters has 
more on Malkin's dominance this season and the Maple Leafs plan of 
attack to containing him. 

--- 

The start of Murray's career in Toronto has been far from ideal. He lost 
the season-opening game in Montreal before sustaining an adductor 
injury as he prepared for his second start on Oct. 15.  

"Matt's a professional," said Keefe. "He's as even keel and confident as 
they come. I don't think it's affected him at all. I know he's just accepted 
the situation for what it is and gotten to work to recover as quickly as he 
can and be prepared for whenever the time comes to get back in net, 
which is tonight. To me, he looks very prepared." 

Murray will be playing in Pittsburgh for the first time since the Penguins 
traded him in 2020. 

"It's always good to see him," said Rust. "He's a good friend of mine. We 
came into the American League together, came up to the NHL together, 
so it's always fun to see him, but hopefully not too much fun for him 
tonight." 

Rust, like Keefe, admires Murray's ability to stay focused.  

"He just keeps plugging away," the Penguins winger said. "He takes each 
day for what it [is]. He takes the adversity when it comes. He takes the 
good when it comes, and he tries to learn from it all and keep moving 
forward ... He obviously won Cups here. He was a winner here. He was a 
really good goalie here. Obviously, things happen over careers and 
business and stuff, and it was sad to see him go." 

'As even keel and confident as they come': Murray returns for Pittsburgh 
reunion 

With just one game under his belt this season, Matt Murray will return 
from injury tonight and take the crease, where he will face a familiar 
opponent in the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

---   

With T.J. Brodie sidelined by an oblique injury, Jordie Benn made his 
Leafs debut on Saturday. The burly blueliner scored the game-winning 
goal, landed four hits and made a key block on the penalty kill against the 
Vancouver Canucks. After the game, Erik Kallgren passed Benn the 
player-of-the-game belt.  

"It was awesome," the 35-year-old said. "I think that's the first time I've 
ever got one, so it was cool." 

That's right, Benn had never received a player-of-the-game award at any 
level. He's already made a big impression on his new teammates.  

"Came into our lineup and made a real impact – not just on the ice but in 
the room as well," said Keefe. "Just his personality. He's a guy that is just 
a true professional and is himself. He's confident and comes in and 
keeps things loose and light yet plays extremely hard and leaves it all out 
there. You can never have enough of those guys." 

After receiving the belt on Saturday, Benn suggested his teammates 
enjoy a few cocktails on Sunday when the team had a day off. What's his 
drink of choice?  

"It used to be a lot of Guinness, but now it's a beer called Sullivan's," 
Benn said. "It's from Ireland. It's really good. Really, really good." 

Did he have one on Sunday?   

"I enjoyed a few of them, yep," he said with a smile.  
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'As even keel and confident as they come': Murray returns for Pittsburgh 
reunion 

With just one game under his belt this season, Matt Murray will return 
from injury tonight and take the crease, where he will face a familiar 
opponent in the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

--- 

Justin Holl leads the Leafs with 36 blocked shots this season with many 
coming on the penalty kill.  

"It just comes down to trying to time it right and be in the right spot," the 
defenceman said.  

Who's got the hardest shot to block?  

"Obviously, [Alex] Ovechkin shoots the puck really hard and [David] 
Pastrnak is another guy we played this year," Holl said. "And then there's 
guys like [Steven] Stamkos. I don't know if I can pick one of those guys." 

Holl is paying the price in other ways as well. Per NaturalStatTrick.com, 
Holl leads the NHL in hits taken this season with 57. How many bruises 
does he end up with at the end of each week?  

"A lot," Holl said with a smile. "They come out of nowhere too. Just 
bumps and bruises from plays along the wall. I always have mystery 
bruises on the body and that's just part of the game." 

---  

Michael Bunting did his media availability in a Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles shirt on Tuesday.  

"I liked the Ninja Turtles," the left winger said. "I grew up watching them." 

His favourite one?  

"Michelangelo because my name was Michael," he said with a laugh. 
"Actually, he had an orange bandanna and that was my favourite colour, 
so I went with him." 

Bunting played like a super hero at times last season as he produced 63 
points in 79 games while looking like a ninja in front of the net. But so far 
this season he has just six points in 16 games. He has just one assist in 
the last 10 games and hasn't scored since Oct. 22.  

"Maybe [I'm] just gripping my stick too tight and just kind of maybe getting 
away from my game and not going to the dirty areas and the front of the 
net," he said. "I got to go back to what brought me success last year and 
what brings me success as a player. So, that's something I'm going to 
focus on is going to those areas, going to the net and getting the pucks to 
Matty and Will and let them do their thing and get open as much as I can. 
I look forward to doing that tonight." 

After a brief demotion to the bottom six, Bunting is now back on the top 
line with Auston Matthews and William Nylander.  

"I just needed a little reset," he said. "I'm pretty hard on myself to begin 
with as a player. I want to go out there and build my confidence back." 

Like last season, Bunting is near the top of the NHL in drawn penalties. 
He's tied for second with 12. But he's also been whistled for nine 
penalties. He's spent time in the box in three of the last four games.  

"I have to make sure I'm playing on the line," he said. "I can't be crossing 
it and taking bad penalties. I'm going to work on that." 

Leafs' Bunting on favourite Ninja Turtle, building his confidence back 

Michael Bunting shows off a cool crossover Raptors, Ninja Turtles shirt 
after the Maple Leafs pre-game skate. He also talks about joining Auston 
Matthews and William Nylander and building his confidence back after a 
slow start to the season. 

---  

Kapanen was a healthy scratch on Friday in Toronto but will face his old 
team on Tuesday. Does he still feel some extra emotion when playing the 
Leafs?   

"Oh yeah, obviously," he said with a smile. "It's always fun to play against 
your old team. Hopefully today will be a good day." 

Kapanen has three assists in three career games against the Leafs, who 
traded him to Pittsburgh in 2020. He spent part of Monday night catching 
up with good friend Nylander.  

"He came over to my house and we had some food," the speedy winger 
said. "My mom's visiting so my mom wanted to see him too. She's 
missed him as well. It was fun to have him over and have a quick meal 
and chat and it'll be a fun game today."  

Kapanen has just one goal and four assists in 13 games this season.  

"It hasn't been easy," he readily admits. "It's just the way it goes 
sometimes." 

What's his focus?   

"Bringing some sort of a good game every day," the 26-year-old Finn 
said. "I feel like I'll have good games and I'll have bad games, so 
consistency is probably the biggest thing I need to focus on. Keep it 
simple ... and good things will come." 

'It hasn't been easy': Kapanen looks to get game on track against 
Nylander, Leafs 

Kasperi Kapanen has just one goal on the season so far for the Penguins 
and admits it hasn't been an easy start to the year. He joins Mark 
Masters to discuss facing the Maple Leafs and catching up with his good 
friend William Nylander. 

--- 

Matthews and Mitch Marner will start on separate lines for the second 
straight game. Will that make the match-up game a tad trickier for the 
Penguins, who usually lean on Sidney Crosby to combat top lines? 

"Maybe a little bit, but probably not too much," said Keefe. "They're well 
aware that we've got two groups that they have to be very conscious of 
and that's still the case. At times we've put Willy on the third group, and I 
think that creates some challenges. We probably make a bigger deal of it 
here than the opposition does. They know what they're up against with 
our team." 

Does the dynamic change at all?  

"I don't think it changes," stressed defenceman Jeff Petry. "It's spread out 
between two lines, but you have a guy like [John] Tavares and other 
guys in that top six that are dangerous. You got to be aware of who's on 
the ice when you're out there. Their team as a whole transitions the puck 
well." 

Does Matthews adjust his game at all when he plays with Nylander?  

"Not really, honestly," he said. "I don't think my game necessarily 
changes much." 

So, what has to change for the Leafs to get payback on the Penguins?  

"We had some lapses," Matthews said of Friday's loss. "They're a really 
experienced team and they know how to play in tight games and 
situations like that. We just got a little bit away from our game and they 
have the maturity to keep rolling along and keep playing. So, just the 
consistency in the 60 minutes and making sure we're taking care of the 
puck on both sides." 

After the loss last week, Keefe said the Penguins put on a clinic in 
defending a third-period lead.  

"The third period we controlled their transition in the neutral zone and 
managed the puck better compared to the second period," Petry said. 
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"They're a team that thrives and builds off that transition so to eliminate 
those opportunities is important to us."   

Matthews on playing with Nylander: 'I don’t think my game changes 
much' 

With Auston Matthews and William Nylander sticking together alongside 
Michael Bunting, Matthews explains why his game doesn't change much 
even with the change in lines. 

--- 

Projected Leafs lineup for Tuesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Holmberg - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Malgin 

Rielly - Benn  

Giordano - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Murray starts  

Kallgren 
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