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Hurricanes at even strength and on special teams – what’s right, what’s wrong

By Cory Lavalette 

Here’s the good news: The Hurricanes are 10-5-1 with the 
NHL’s fifth-best record heading into Thursday’s home game 
against the Avalanche, and I think most close observers 
would agree that not everything is firing on all cylinders. 
But Carolina has shown some flaws — some familiar, some 
more recent — that raise concerns about whether or not this 
team is better than the ones it’s iced the last few seasons. 
As with any snapshot assessment, there is good and there is 
bad in all facets of the Hurricanes’ game. Here is what isn’t 
broken and what needs fixing. 

What’s right at five-on-five 

The Hurricanes remain the NHL’s Corsi kings. At 62.1 
percent through 16 games, Carolina is on top of the league 
in possession while also first in high-danger chances 
differential at five-on-five (160 for, 89 against, for 64.3 
percent). 
Those results are being driven, unsurprisingly, by Jordan 
Staal’s line. After a slow start to the season, the captain’s 
line found life when Jordan Martinook was elevated to his left 
wing, a spot previously occupied by Nino Niederreiter. 
Martinook (69.86 percent), Staal (68.94) and Jesper Fast 
(64.51) rank first, second and seventh, respectively, in the 
NHL in Corsi For percentage, and the trio — known for 
suffocating the opponent’s top line — has totaled six goals 
and seven assists in the last three games. 
Beyond that line, both Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas 
have grown into more complete players this season. 
Necas leads the team in scoring with 19 points and has been 
a tone-setter for the Hurricanes’ attack. Svechnikov is among 
the NHL’s goal leaders with 12, a league-high nine of which 
have come at even strength. Perhaps most impressive about 
Svechnikov is something he hasn’t been doing this season: 
taking penalties. 
The 22-year-old has just 8 PIMs — that’s one penalty for 
every four games — and just two stick infractions, penalties 
that have haunted him at times during his first four seasons. 
The top four defensemen have been good as expected, and 
Jalen Chatfield has been a pleasant surprise in his first full-
time NHL season. Carolina has allowed just 24 five-on-five 
goals this season (1.50 per game, tied for second best in the 
league) and is in the top third of the league in goals for at 
even strength. 

What’s wrong at five-on-five 

For all of Martinook’s success, I doubt the Hurricanes 
entered August expecting him to have as many goals as Max 
Pacioretty, Teuvo Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Seth 
Jarvis come mid-November. Pacioretty hasn’t played since 
tearing his Achilles tendon before the start of the season, 
and Teravainen — no goals in 14 games — is now on the 
shelf with an undisclosed upper-body injury. 
Kotkaniemi’s play has been solid but is not leading to points. 
He has just one goal and two assists despite playing much of 
the season centering Necas and Svechnikov. Coach Rod 

Brind’Amour is quick to ignore stats, but Kotkaniemi’s 
numbers jump off the page as alarming. 
Jarvis, meanwhile, has perhaps hit the sophomore slump 
early in his second season. He has six points (three goals, 
three assists) but is clearly trying to pull himself out of a funk. 
During Wednesday’s practice, he angrily slammed his stick 
against the boards after failing to score on a drill, using some 
choice words to voice his displeasure. Then at the other end 
of the ice during an ensuing drill, he scored while crashing 
into the net and toppling goalie Antti Raanta. Jarvis hooted 
enthusiastically and celebrated from his back, perhaps trying 
to get himself going amid a five-game point drought. 

What’s right on the power play 

I think right now most people would say “not much,” but there 
are some silver linings to the NHL’s 30th-ranked power play. 
We’ll keep it brief. 
Stefan Noesen has two goals as a net-front presence on the 
top unit, a spot on the bingo card not many expected to 
cover. Necas and Svechnikov are both on pace for more 
than 30 power-play points, and Svechnikov’s projected 35 
would be the most by a Hurricanes player since the penalty-
happy Stanley Cup season in 2005-06. 
Lastly, Brent Burns has quietly accumulated seven points (a 
goal and six assists) to tie with Svechnikov for the most 
power-play points on the team. 

What’s wrong on the power play 

To start, Carolina’s power play has only gotten goals from its 
top unit, with the second group coming up empty despite a 
variety of configurations. 
That’s a group that included the aforementioned Teravainen, 
Jarvis and Kotkaniemi. The team has tried both Dylan 
Coghlan and Brett Pesce at the point of PP2, but neither has 
sparked the group. 
At Wednesday’s practice, Brind’Amour tried two new looks. 
Rookie Jack Drury, who has played four games with zero 
points since being recalled, rotated in during one sequence. 
Then, Brady Skjei joined Pesce for a not-seen-often-
anymore two-defensemen look on the second unit. 
But any power play will be judged on how its No. 1 group 
performs, and despite the aforementioned individual 
numbers, Carolina’s top unit is struggling. 
“We’ve been a little frustrated,” Sebastian Aho said 
Wednesday. “Obviously, it’s not gone our way. Sometimes 
we want almost try to do too much. Sometimes you just have 
to let it happen and play the game. … It’s this much,” he 
added, holding his fingers an inch apart. “Sometimes it goes 
your way and it feels like it’s effortless. As of lately, it hasn’t 
been that way.” 
The Hurricanes are 6-2-0 (with two shootout wins) in the 
eight games they have scored on the power play and 4-3-1 
in the eight they were shut down. 
While Carolina’s 12.9 percent success rate isn’t as garish as 
the two teams below them (Columbus at 5.3 percent, 
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Anaheim at 4.4 percent), it’s the way the Hurricanes have 
failed with the man advantage that sets off alarms. 
In an 0-for-5 effort against the Avalanche on Saturday, 
Carolina mustered just one shot on goal in 8:52 of power-
play time. Colorado wasn’t significantly more successful on 
the scoreboard — their one power play goal came on a Cale 
Makar shot that went high, hit the glass behind the net, 
bounced back and hit Raanta in the back before going in — 
but it looked better and generated 11 shots. 
It hasn’t been that way all year for the Hurricanes, but when 
the failed power plays pile up — Carolina has scored once in 
the last four games, and it was in a 7-2 rout of Edmonton — 
and then the weight of that failure sets in, it can be tough to 
shake off. 
“I think the power play, at times, has been really good, it just 
wasn’t getting the puck in the net,” Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “Lately, not so much.” 
Injuries have certainly played a role, and Brind’Amour 
mentioned the loss of Pacioretty before training camp as a 
blow to the team. 
Teravainen’s struggles have been part of the problem. The 
28-year-old winger had a career-best 31 power-play points 
last year, the most by a Hurricanes player since 2007-08. He 
was moved off the top unit early in the season when it was 
ineffective, didn’t kickstart the second unit and is now hurt. 
“It’s not an excuse at all,” Aho said of PP1 being without 
Teravainen. “We can’t go (hide) behind that and just wait for 
somebody coming back to the lineup or whatever. It’s more 
we have to make it work, the guys we have. I have 
confidence in this group.” 

What’s right on the penalty kill 

To start, it’s not at the bottom of the league. The team’s 78 
percent success rate so far this season ranked them 17th 
entering Wednesday’s games, and the team has allowed 
more than one power-play goal in a game just twice this 
season, both times on five attempts (loss at Edmonton, win 
at Tampa Bay). 
Martinook has stepped into a bigger PK role with the 
departure of Vincent Trocheck, and he has responded. Per 
usual, penalties are up early in the season, and the 
Hurricanes are seeing 6:06 of shorthanded ice time per 
game, compared to 5:51 last season, when they had more 
than any team. 
Martinook’s penalty kill usage has been almost doubled (31 
seconds per game last year compared to 59 seconds this 

year), and he’s been on the ice for just one of the 13 power-
play goals Carolina has allowed. 

What’s wrong with the power play 

The Hurricanes had a cumulative 84.8 percent success rate 
on the penalty kill in Brind’Amour’s first four seasons as 
coach, the best in the league, and were tops last year at 88 
percent. 
It’s no longer one of the best in the league. 
Carolina has allowed a power-play goal in 11 of its 16 
games, and in two of the games it didn’t, the opposition only 
had one opportunity. The Hurricanes’ power play goals 
allowed per game have more than doubled, from 0.40 last 
year to 0.81 this season. 
“The panic has just been kinda (insert “meh” face),” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve been just off a step or two here or 
there.” 
Optically, it hasn’t hurt them the way the power play has. The 
loss in Edmonton was as much a result of the power play as 
the penalty kill (Carolina scored twice on the PP but also 
gave up a shorthanded goal), the Hurricanes allowed two to 
Tampa and won, and Makar’s goal in the Colorado game 
was a fluke. 
Despite the numbers showing otherwise, I think the penalty 
kill is a bigger concern than the power play. Aho has been on 
the ice for six PK goals already after having a team-high 13 
last year. 
The PK is also where, in my opinion, Burns has looked his 
most uncomfortable during his transition with the Hurricanes. 
He does some things well — his size and active stick are 
assets, and he takes up a lot of space once a team is set up 
against Carolina’s PK. 
But he also seems to be overly aggressive, and the penalty 
kill has thrived in recent years having a stay-at-home shot 
blocker to complement Jaccob Slavin. 
With Brind’Amour admitting the team has looked for ways to 
limit the 37-year-old Burns’ minutes, perhaps putting Calvin 
de Haan — who blocked 330 shots in 142 games over the 
past three seasons with Chicago — with Slavin is the 
answer. 
It worked last year with Ian Cole alongside Slavin, and de 
Haan — who has played just 4:09 on the PK this season — 
logged big shorthanded minutes with Carolina back in 2018-
19. 
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Super 16: Devils rise to No. 2; Kings, Flames join rankings 

The New Jersey Devils haven't lost since Oct. 24. Four days 
later, when the Super 16 power rankings were released for 
that week, the Devils didn't receive a voting point. 
They have won 10 straight games and are No. 2 in the Super 
16 power rankings. They debuted at No. 6 two weeks ago, 
got to No. 4 last week and are suddenly a notch below the 
top-ranked Boston Bruins, the only team in the Eastern 
Conference with more wins (14) and points (28) than the 
Devils (13 and 26). 
The Vegas Golden Knights, No. 1 last week, dropped to No. 
3, one voting point behind the Devils on the heels of back-to-
back losses. 
The Los Angeles Kings (No. 12) are in the Super 16 for the 
first time this season. The Calgary Flames (No. 16) are back 
in after dropping out last week. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16, with those thoughts from the staff 
members, whose individual rankings are below: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (14-2-0) 

Total points: 204 
Last week: No. 2 
"I'm big enough to admit when I'm wrong, and with the Bruins 
this season I was wrong. I thought this would be the year the 
Bruins regressed, having to scratch and claw their way into 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, potentially missing them. I was 
worried about how they would start the season without 
forward Brad Marchand and defensemen Charlie McAvoy 
and Matt Grzelcyk out of in the lineup. I wondered how they 
would take to new coach Jim Montgomery. I was curious 
about their goaltending, if Linus Ullmark could hold up his 
end of the bargain. All the Bruins have done this season is 
prove there was nothing to be concerned about at all, which 
is why I have them at No. 1, just like nine of my colleagues. 
The three who don't are wrong. They won without Marchand, 
McAvoy and Grzelcyk. They're winning with them. 
Montgomery has been a hit. Ullmark has been fantastic. The 
Bruins have won four in a row, having allowed five goals, 
since a 2-1 loss at the Toronto Maple Leafs on Nov. 5. That 
defeat ended a seven-game winning streak. They will 
eventually hit a bump in the road, but banking 28 of a 
possible 32 points in their first 16 games provides a cushion 
to withstand it when it happens. They're good. They're legit. I 
was wrong." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 

2. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (13-3-0) 

Total points: 185 
Last week: No. 4 
"The Devils might be the most polarizing team in the League 
right now. They are playing like the best team in the NHL at 
the moment, on a 10-game heater, the third-longest winning 
streak for a franchise that has won the Stanley Cup three 
times. Their plus-21 goal differential is the second-best in the 
NHL behind the Bruins (plus-30). They are second in shots 
for per game and first in shots-against. Should they be No. 2 
in the power rankings? Maybe. But I need to see more of this 
across a larger sample size. Sorry, Lindy Ruff. Talk to me in 
another 10 games and we will see where they are and 
maybe I will be apologizing to the coach as well. In the 
interim, enjoy the heck out of this wonderful run." -- Shawn 
P. Roarke, senior director of editorial 

3. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (13-4-0) 

Total points: 184 
Last week: No. 1 
"The Golden Knights have lost consecutive games for the 
first time this season after letting a one-goal lead entering the 
third period slip away in a 5-2 loss to the San Jose Sharks on 
Tuesday. But there's still plenty to like about Vegas, which 
leads the Western Conference with 26 points in its first 
season under coach Bruce Cassidy. Goaltending was the 
Golden Knights' biggest question mark with Robin Lehner 
out for the season after needing surgery on both of his hips. 
But Vegas is fourth in the NHL in allowing 2.47 goals per 
game with goalies Logan Thompson (8-3-0, 2.38 goals 
against average, .922 save percentage, two shutouts) and 
Adin Hill (5-1-0, 2.32 GAA, .920 save percentage) sharing 
the load. Center Jack Eichel leads a balanced offensive 
attack with 20 points (10 goals, 10 assists) in 17 games." -- 
Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

4. CAROLINA HURRICANES (10-5-1) 

Total points: 170 
Last week: No. 3 
"The Hurricanes suffered a blow when they placed No. 1 
goalie Frederik Andersen on injured reserve Friday, but they 
have to be encouraged after watching Pyotr Kochetkov make 
27 saves to get his first NHL shutout at the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Monday. Andersen's recovery timeline has 
yet to be determined, so Carolina will go with a 
Kochetkov/Antti Raanta tandem for the foreseeable future. 
The good news is the Hurricanes have the offense to help 
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ease matters, so I wouldn't anticipate them losing ground in 
the Eastern Conference." -- Brian Compton, managing editor 

5. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (11-6-0) 

Total points: 130 
Last week: No. 6 
"It's amazing to think center Mathew Barzal hasn't scored a 
goal this season, yet the Islanders have averaged 3.45 goals 
per game in winning nine of their past 11 (9-2-0) to vault into 
second place behind the Devils in the Metropolitan Division. 
In the meantime, Barzal continues to rack up the assists; he 
has 18 in 17 games. Goalie Ilya Sorokin has been a huge 
reason the Islanders have had recent success; he's 6-1-0 
with a 1.81 goals-against average and .945 save percentage 
in his past eight games (seven starts). I have New York No. 
7 this week as it seeks a third straight win, on the second of 
a four-game road trip at the Nashville Predators on 
Thursday." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

6. WINNIPEG JETS (9-4-1) 

Total points: 127 
Last week: No. 5 
"Here's the thing with the Jets; they're playing well and goalie 
Connor Hellebuyck has been lights out (7-3-1, 2.08 GAA, 
.935 save percentage, two shutouts in 11 starts), but I'm still 
not exactly sure how good they are. I ranked them No. 8 this 
week and I don't know if that's too high or too low. Since I'm 
torn, I just figured put them in the middle for now. They've 
played 14 games in 34 days, which means they've had a lot 
of time to rest and recover. And, as I mentioned, Hellebuyck 
has been outstanding. But they're finding ways to win, like 
scoring with six seconds remaining in regulation and winning 
3-2 in overtime a the Seattle Kraken on Sunday. But now 
comes the test. Winnipeg has 20 games in 37 days starting 
at home against the Anaheim Ducks on Thursday, including 
two sets of road back to backs. We will know a lot more 
about the Jets by Christmas, but for now it's hard to argue 
with what they've done." -- Rosen 

7. COLORADO AVALANCHE (8-5-1) 

Total points: 123 
Last week: No. 8 
"I feel like the Avalanche are giving me whiplash this season. 
I was all in at the start, even without center Nazem Kadri and 
with the swap in net from Darcy Kuemper to Alexandar 
Georgiev. I thought Colorado was due for another big 
season. Then it got walloped by injuries, with players like 
forward Valeri Nichushkin and defensemen Bowen Byram 
and Samuel Girard out, in addition to the absence of captain 
Gabriel Landeskog. But the Avalanche are back to holding 
their own, having won four straight, including two at the 2022 
NHL Global Series in Tampere, Finland, before a 3-2 loss to 
the St. Louis Blues on Monday. If Colorado can outlast its 
injuries, I'm bullish on what it can do as the season goes 
along." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

8. DALLAS STARS (9-5-2) 

Total points: 112 
Last week: No. 7 
"The Stars are a good road team so far, having played 10 of 
their 16 first games away from home with a 5-3-2 record. 
They also have an excellent goal differential at plus-17. No. 1 

goalie Jake Oettinger is back after missing a week. After its 
game at the Florida Panthers on Thursday, which will end a 
four game road trip, Dallas will play nine of its next 11 games 
on home ice. Already leading the Central Division by a slight 
margin, being at home will give give the Stars a chance to 
widen their lead." -- Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

9. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (9-5-3) 

Total points: 109 
Last week: No. 11 
"The Maple Leafs are 5-1-1 in their past seven games, and 
each of their core players is averaging at least a point per 
game over this stretch. forward Mitchell Marner has 10 points 
(two goals, eight assists), center Auston Matthews nine 
points (four goals, five assists), center John Tavares eight 
points (five goals, three assists), forward William Nylander 
seven points (three goals, four assists) and defenseman 
Morgan Rielly seven assists. Goalie Matt Murray also 
returned from an adductor injury and made 35 saves in a 5-2 
win at the Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday." -- Nicholas J. 
Cotsonika, columnist 

10. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (9-6-1) 

Total points: 91 
Last week: No. 10 
"Going to three consecutive Stanley Cup Finals involves a lot 
of wear and tear, so no one should have been surprised at 
Tampa Bay's moribund start to the season. But this team's 
no-quit pedigree is beginning to pay dividends; the Lightning 
have reeled off a 6-2-1 run that has them gaining momentum 
in the Atlantic Division. Forward Nikita Kucherov has 23 
points (seven goals, 16 assists) in 16 games and is playing 
at an all-star level." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

11. FLORIDA PANTHERS (9-6-1) 

Total points: 90 
Last week: No. 15 
"I know the Panthers have been fighting consistency lately 
(well, at least on the road, where they're 4-5-0) but there are 
two things I'm really liking about them right now: forward 
Matthew Tkachuk easily transitioning to his new team and 
Spencer Knight in goal. Tkachuk said after he was traded to 
Florida that he was looking forward to the life there and it 
looks like he's soaking it up, leading Florida with 20 points 
(five goals, 15 assists) in 14 games. Meanwhile, Knight has 
outplayed Sergei Bobrovsky; the 21-year-old is 5-2-0 with a 
2.31 GAA, .922 save percentage and one shutout in seven 
starts, compared to Bobrovsky (4-4-1, 3.14 GAA, .905 save 
percentage). The Panthers will find the consistency again, 
with Tkachuk and Knight leading the way." -- Tracey Myers, 
staff writer 

12. LOS ANGELES KINGS (11-7-1) 

Total points: 63 
Last week: Unranked 
"This version of the Kings seems to be more focused on 
filling up the opponent's net than on buttoning up their 
defense. Goalies Jonathan Quick and Cal Petersen haven't 
been great, but the forwards have done fairly well to outscore 
the mistakes in their own end, which makes for some 
entertaining hockey. And, who, other than coaches, doesn't 
like high-scoring games? Sure, there was that 1-0 outlier win 
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against the Minnesota Wild on Nov. 8, but there have been a 
lot more 5-4, 6-5, and 7-6 types of adventures. In the 
absence of injured forwards Alex Iafallo and Brendan 
Lemieux, Los Angeles is getting solid contributions from 
Gabriel Vilardi, 23 (15 points; 10 goals, five assists), and 
Arthur Kaliyev, 21 (13 points; six goals, seven assists) -- two 
among their eight forwards with double-digit points." -- Paul 
Strizhevsky, staff writer 

13. SEATTLE KRAKEN (8-5-3) 

Total points: 53 
Last week: No. 9 
"The Kraken have lost two straight, including that 3-2 
overtime heartbreaker against the Jets on Sunday, but that 
was on the heels of a five-game winning streak. How long 
they remain in the Super 16 and relevant in the playoff race 
remains to be seen. I ranked them No. 16 this week after 
having them at No. 6 last week. I probably had them too high 
last week, but credit was due for the winning streak. Where 
they're at now is about right and where they could be for a 
long time this season. They have balanced scoring, but they 
don't have a gamebreaker. Seattle's defense is holding its 
ground and goalie Martin Jones deserves credit for how he's 
played, but grinding out wins will get harder as the season 
goes on and defenses tighten up. As it is, the Kraken have 
scored two goals in their past two games, including a 1-0 
loss to the Minnesota Wild last Friday. They're in for now, but 
next week could be different." -- Rosen 

14. EDMONTON OILERS (9-8-0) 

Total points: 52 
Last week: No. 14 
"The Oilers will remain an elite team in the NHL as long as 
they have centers Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, the 
top two scorers in the NHL. But the potential is there for 
much more if they can get a few of their secondary 
contributors going. Outside of McDavid (15) and Draisaitl 
(nine), the only players with more than three goals are center 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (eight), forward Zach Hyman (eight) 
and forward Evander Kane (five), who is on long-term injured 
reserve with a wrist injury. Forward Warren Foegele has two 
goals, forward Jesse Puljujarvi one and forward Kailer 
Yamamoto none. Edmonton also is allowing 34.9 shots on 
goal per game, third-most in the NHL entering play 
Wednesday, which is putting too much pressure on goalies 
Jack Campbell and Stuart Skinner. Despite all that, the 
Oilers still have most of the same roster that reached the 
Western Conference Final last season. I have them at No. 13 
for now, but can see them moving up in the near future." -- 
Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

15. NEW YORK RANGERS (8-6-3) 

Total points: 39 
Last week: No. 16 
"The Rangers have been hard to figure out early this season. 
They're 5-5-1 when they outshoot an opponent, meaning 
they have done it in 11 of their 17 games, but they only have 
11 out of a possible 22 points to show for it. But they're 3-1-2 
in games when they've been outshot, good for eight out of a 
possible 12 points. They scored eight goals on 33 shots in an 
8-2 win at the Detroit Red Wings on Nov. 10 and two days 
later mustered one goal on 35 shots in a 2-1 loss at the 

Nashville Predators. I ranked the Rangers 13th this week. I 
think they're better than that, but they haven't shown it yet 
this season. Maybe they will on their four-game West Coast 
trip that begins at the Kraken on Thursday." -- Rosen 

16. CALGARY FLAMES (7-6-2) 

Total points: 16 
Last week: Unranked 
"It's been a season of transition for the Flames, with Kadri 
and center Jonathan Huberdeau arriving and Tkachuk and 
forward Johnny Gaudreau leaving. It was clear some time 
would be needed to determine where how all the new parts 
would fit, but maybe that time is coming. Calgary is 2-2-2 in 
its past six games, and Huberdeau is healthy after missing 
four games because of a lower-body injury. He also scored 
for the first time in six games in a 6-5 win against the Kings 
on Monday, in his first game on a line with Mikael Backlund 
and Trevor Lewis. Kadri (two assists) and Elias Lindholm 
(one goal, two assists) played on separate lines and also 
contributed to the offense. If Huberdeau can get going and 
the Flames develop a more diversified attack, the chances of 
them getting back to where they were last season, atop the 
Pacific Division, will increase considerably." -- Kimelman 
Others receiving points: Detroit Red Wings 9, St. Louis Blues 
5, Pittsburgh Penguins 4, Nashville Predators 2 
Dropped out: Philadelphia Flyers (No. 12), Red Wings (No. 
13) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Islanders; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
New York Rangers; 15. Toronto Maple Leafs; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. New York 
Rangers 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Florida 
Panthers; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. New York 
Rangers 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Dallas Stars; 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. Winnipeg 
Jets; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 9. 
New York Islanders; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Seattle Kraken; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Calgary Flames 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Vegas Golden Knights; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Islanders; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Los Angeles Kings; 10. Seattle Kraken; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Florida 
Panthers; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
11. Winnipeg Jets; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. 
Edmonton Oilers 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. Los 
Angeles Kings; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Winnipeg Jets; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Boston 
Bruins; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. New Jersey Devils; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Florida Panthers; 8. Edmonton 
Oilers; 9. Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Los 

Angeles Kings; 12. Calgary Flames; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Winnipeg Jets; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. New York 
Rangers 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. New York Islanders; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Winnipeg 
Jets; 9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. 
Dallas Stars; 12. Florida Panthers; 13. New York Rangers; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Arizona 
Coyotes 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. Florida Panthers; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Los Angeles Kings; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
New York Rangers; 15. Tampa Bay Lightning; 16. Calgary 
Flames 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Colorado 
Avalanche; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. 
Florida Panthers; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 
14. Detroit Red Wings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. New York 
Rangers 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Florida Panthers; 14. 
New York Rangers; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 
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Hurricanes out to avenge recent loss to Avalanche 
By Field Level Media 

The Carolina Hurricanes are off to another good start, but 
coach Rod Brind'Amour has sensed the need to win on a 
more consistent basis. 
The next opponent for the Hurricanes knows how to get that 
done even though they have similar records this season. 
The Colorado Avalanche, the reigning Stanley Cup 
champions, visit the Hurricanes for Thursday night's game in 
Raleigh, N.C. 
"We needed a win," Brind'Amour said of his team's most-
recent outing, which ended with a 3-0 victory at Chicago. "I 
don't think we were great, but we were good enough." 
So confidence might be restored, but it could be short-lived if 
the Hurricanes aren't up to the next task. This is a rematch of 
Colorado's 4-1 victory Saturday night in Denver. That 
outcome gave the Hurricanes losses in three of four games. 
"We needed to get our game back on track," Carolina 
captain Jordan Staal said. 
The Avalanche dropped a 3-2 home decision to the St. Louis 
Blues on Monday, ending a four-game points streak. This 
outing in Raleigh will mark the beginning of a three-game 
road trip. 
"I think everybody is stepping up and creating new roles for 
themselves," Colorado defenseman Cale Makar said. "We're 
going to need that obviously if the injury bug continues to hit 
us here." 
Makar said the Avalanche were good enough to win the St. 
Louis game and those things have a tendency to even out 
over time. 
The Avalanche are hoping to get more from center Alex 
Newhook, who has three points (two goals, one assist) in 14 
games. 

"We go over numbers, where he stands, what we need to 
see from him," Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. "We're 
solution based. It's my job to help Newhook be an impactful 
player." 
Makar could be a key player, based on his two goals in last 
weekend's game against the Hurricanes. 
Staal's line has provided a boost for many Carolina games. 
Staal has scored a goal in three consecutive games, giving 
him four for the season. 
"You want to be able to count on the guys you throw out 
there in all situations," Brind'Amour said. "That consistency is 
really the key." 
The Hurricanes might have a choice to make after goalie 
Pyotr Kochetkov secured his first NHL shutout in Monday 
night's victory at Chicago. 
"He's just so focused on game days," Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov said. "He's dialed in on every moment 
and trying to enjoy it. He has got sound skill and he's going 
to be good here for a long time, for sure." 
Brind'Amour said he's trying to manage the minutes of 
defenseman Brent Burns, who's in his first season with the 
team. 
The Hurricanes have reassigned defenseman Maxime Lajoie 
back to Chicago of the American Hockey League after he 
played for Carolina on Monday night. 
Colorado went 1-2-0 in a road trip last month to Eastern 
Conference cities. 
The Avalanche recalled forward Anton Blidh from Colorado 
of the AHL as part of what has been a lineup shuffle 
depending on available personnel. 
--Field Level Media 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Colorado Avalanche: Game Preview 
By Brett Finger 

Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1) vs. Colorado Avalanche (8-5-1) 
2022-23 Regular Season — Game 17 
Thursday, November 17, 2022 — 7 pm ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 
Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Mile High Hockey 
The Hurricanes will look to string consecutive wins together 
for the first time since the beginning of the month when they 
host the defending champion Avalanche tonight. 
It will be the second and final meeting of the regular season 
between the two clubs. Their first meeting in Denver on 
Saturday went the home team’s way by a 4-1 final tally. Cale 
Makar beat Antti Raanta twice in the opening period, and 
Carolina’s lone goal in the loss came from Jordan Staal. 
The game signals the halfway point of the Hurricanes’ seven-
game stretch facing Western Conference teams. After 
tonight, the Canes will hit the road again to visit Minnesota 
and Winnepeg before returning home to take on the Coyotes 
next week. 

Game Notes 

 Andrei Svechnikov is slated to play in his 300th 
NHL game tonight against the Avalanche. The 22-
year-old has scored 12 goals in 16 games. Connor 

McDavid and Bo Horvat are the only NHLers with 
more goals this season. 

 Jordan Staal, Jordan Martinook, and Jesper Fast 
are all riding three-game point streaks entering play 
on Thursday. The trio combined for Carolina’s lone 
goal against the Avalanche on Saturday. 

 Jaccob Slavin is one assist away from tying Glen 
Wesley for the second-most assists by a 
defenseman in franchise history. He is currently 21 
assists behind Dave Babych for the franchise 
record among defenders. 

 The Avalanche’s 3-2 loss against the St. Louis 
Blues on Monday night brought an end to the 
team’s season-long four-game winning streak. 

 Colorado defensemen Bowen Byram and Kurtis 
MacDermid are already on the injured reserve list, 
and the team might also not have Samuel Girard for 
their game in Raleigh. The dynamic defenseman 
last played on November 5 against the Columbus 
Blue Jackets and is listed as day-to-day with a 
lower-body injury. 

 Injuries haven’t slowed down the Avalanche's 
power play, which ranks first in the NHL with a 
mind-boggling 37% success rate. The Hurricanes’ 
16.1% power-play percentage ranks 28th in the 
league. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 17, 2022 

 

Quick Whistles: Hurricanes’ Standout Players at the One-Month Mark 
By Brett Finger 

It’s been just over a month since the Carolina Hurricanes 
kicked off their 2022-23 campaign, and there’s plenty to talk 
about. 
At this point last season, the Hurricanes were three games 
into a six-game road trip, and they had won 14 of their first 
16 games. Little did they know they were about to lose back-
to-back games for the first time. 
This year, they’ve already lost consecutive games twice, and 
things haven’t been quite as easy. Nevertheless, there’s a 
reason why their start to last season was the best in 
franchise history - because winning 14 of 16 games is both 
incredibly difficult and almost impossible to replicate. 
The Hurricanes are 10-5-1 at the one-fifth mark of the regular 
season, four points behind the unthinkably red-hot New 
Jersey Devils (who have had a start similar to Carolina’s a 
season ago) for the Metropolitan Division lead. 
There have been plenty of ups and downs for the Canes in 
the early going, but the biggest standouts are players the 
team will need to be difference-makers in April and beyond if 
they want to push for the big trophy at the end of the year. 
Martin Necas has come back down to earth over the last 
week and a half (two points in his last five games), but his 
play continues to be one of the highlights for Carolina. He 
leads all Canes skaters in assists (12) and points (19) 
through 16 games, and it’s been a fairly even distribution 
between 5-on-5 and power-play points. 
His chemistry with Andrei Svechnikov has played a crucial 
role in both players’ success. Svechnikov has the third-most 
goals (12) in the NHL, trailing only Connor McDavid and Bo 
Horvat out West. 
The 22-year-old’s nine 5-on-5 goals lead the entire league. 
He’s been boosted by a 23.1% shooting percentage, which is 
bound to trend down toward his 12.3% career mark, but it 
would be a massive development for both him and the team 
if this is the year that he can be one of those players who 
score at an elite clip. So far, that’s been the case. 
If you predicted that Jordan Martinook would be fifth on the 
team in points in mid-November, you were lying. 
After being put on waivers before the start of the season, the 
veteran has been on a mission. He’s currently riding a three-
game point streak on Carolina’s surging third line, and his 
metrics are excellent. 
When Martinook is on the ice at 5-on-5, the Hurricanes 
generate 3.85 expected goals per 60. That’s 40% above the 
league average. At 1.83 expected goals-against per 60 with 
him on the ice, the Hurricanes are 34% more effective 
defensively than the league average. 
He’s been integral to Jordan Staal’s checking line, and the 
unit has performed far better than expected. 
Brady Skjei hasn’t been talked about much, but he’s also 
playing some of his best hockey as a Hurricane. Partnered 
with Brett Pesce, the Hurricanes have been a better team 
with them on the ice than without. 
His offense has taken a step back, at least in terms of 
production, over the last six contests, but he leads all 
Carolina defenders in goals, and he’s second in total points. 
We’re at the point where Sebastian Aho’s point-per-game 
production flies under the radar, which is a product of how 
consistent he is, but on top of his 17 points in 16 contests, 
he’s on track for his best year in the faceoff circle. In 

addition, he’s won 56.1% of his draws, which is a ~4-point 
improvement over last season. 
Jalen Chatfield, Calvin de Haan, Jordan Staal, and Jesper 
Fast are also pleasant surprises in the early going. 
In terms of individual performances, there’s a lot to like from 
the opening month for the Hurricanes, but there’s another 
gear that the team hasn’t hit consistently. It’s been rare to 
see everything come together for more than a few periods, 
but that should come over time. 
To put things in perspective, if they continue to win ten out of 
every 16 games, that will put them on track for north of 50 
wins. That may or may not happen, but it’s hard to complain 
about where the team is at. Now, it’s just about building. 

Goaltending 

Carolina’s goalie play has been one of the most obvious 
differences year-over-year. 
Through 16 team games last season, Frederik Andersen had 
11 wins in 13 starts with a .937 save percentage. He sat 
comfortably among the best of the best in the league while 
consistently getting the nod in the net. 
Injuries and inconsistent play have plagued Andersen in his 
second year with the team. He’s currently still sidelined with 
injury, which has forced the Hurricanes to improvise with the 
guys they have available. 
Andersen has won five of his eight starts, but his save 
percentage is an uncharacteristically low .891. In all 
situations, he has a -3.25 goals saved above average, and 
his .797 save percentage on high-danger shots ranks 43rd 
among NHL goalies with at least 250 minutes played. 
Hopefully, his return from injury will be a reset of sorts for 
him. Before joining the Hurricanes, he had a reputation for 
sluggish starts before kicking things into gear as the season 
went along. 
Antti Raanta has gotten six starts and is 3-2-1 in the record 
column. He’s performed well, ranking in the league's top half 
among qualified goalies in most statistical categories. His 
.889 save percentage on high-danger shots is the fourth-best 
in the NHL. His overall .911 save percentage and 2.47 goals-
against average are almost identical to the numbers he put 
up last season. 
The biggest surprise, if you can even call it that, has been 
Pyotr Kochetkov. The 23-year-old has gotten two starts since 
Andersen’s injury, and he’s won both of those starts 
impressively. He is the only Carolina goalie with a shutout. 
The Hurricanes haven’t gotten consistently dialed-in 
goaltending to this point, but it’s not a talent issue as much 
as it is injuries and some lackluster play by the team as a 
whole. 
Andersen, in particular, hasn’t gotten the defensive stability 
that Raanta has gotten in his starts, which certainly plays a 
role in his slower start. 

New Guys 

Let’s close this out by looking at how the new Hurricanes 
have fared. 
Brent Burns brought quite a reputation into his new journey 
in Carolina. He has largely delivered on the expectations, 
leading the team in average ice time. He leads all NHL 
defenders in shots on goal and has been a quantifiably 
positive contributor to both special teams groups. 
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When Burns is on the ice for the power play, the Hurricanes 
are generating more than four additional expected goals per 
60 compared to when he isn’t out there. Likewise, the 
penalty kill has experienced similar but less dramatic impacts 
from Burns being on the ice. 
He has three goals and 12 points, an uptick from his last few 
seasons on an aging and declining San Jose club. 
I occasionally forget that Paul Stastny is on this team, which 
isn’t necessarily a great endorsement of his tenure to this 
point. He has yet to score a goal and has just four assists in 
15 games. He has experienced a drastically different usage 
rate than at any point in his career. His 12:13 average ice 

time is more than five and a half minutes less than he saw 
last year in Winnipeg. 
He has a 59.7% faceoff win rate, though, which is great. 
Dylan Coughlin has had a rough go of things in his limited 
appearances. His last game was in Florida, and his lack of 
urgency in the defensive zone led to a goal against. He will 
draw back in eventually, but it’s been pretty clear that de 
Haan is a better fit next to Chatfield on the third pairing. 
Things can change, and injuries will happen, though, so 
there should be plenty of opportunities still in his future. 
One day, I hope to write about Max Pacioretty, who allegedly 
exists, but won’t be in the lineup for several more months 
due to his offseason injury. 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: New Jersey Devils on a 10 Game Win Streak 
By Zeke Lukow 

1. New Jersey Devils: 26 Points (13-3-0) 

It seems like nothing is going to slow the New jersey Devils 
down who seem to be defying the odds in the most important 
position, goaltending. 
The Devils lost one of their goaltender, Mackenzie 
Blackwood, last week due to a knee injury, then last 
Thursday, Vitek Vanacek left their game against the Ottawa 
Senators for “precautionary reasons.” This left third-string 
Akira Schmid to take over.  
Schmid ended up stopping all seven shots to beat the 
Senators before earning his first start since January 31st on 
Saturday. Over his two appearances he has a 2-0-0 record 
with a .920 save percentage. Vanacek returned to the crease 
last night and earned a win over the Montreal Canadiens, 
stopping 25 of the 26 shots that he faced. 
The win last night brought the Devils win streak up to 10 
games. This is the first time that they have had a 10 game 
win streak since the 2005-06 season. They have also won 13 
of their last 14, as they started the season with back-to-back 
losses. They are now tied for second in the NHL with the 
Vegas Golden Knights and are only behind the Boston 
Bruins in the league-wide standings.  

2. New York Islanders: 22 Points (11-6-0) 

This season the New York Islanders have been led by Matt 
Barzal and Brock Nelson who both have 18 points, but in 
dramatically different ways. Barzal has scored zero goals but 
has 18 assists which ranks third in the NHL heading into 
Tuesday night’s games. His 1.06 assists per game means 
that he is on pace to record 87 assists. This would be his 
best point total since he had 85 points in his rookie 2017-
2018 season. His points resurgence comes at the perfect 
point for the Isles who just committed to an 8 year extension 
with a $9.1 million AAV that runs through the 2030-2031 
season. 
While Barzal has been leading the way with helpers, Brock 
Nelson leads the Islanders with nine goals. Last season 
Nelson scored a career high 37 goals, nine higher than any 
other season he has had. There were questions coming into 
this season whether or not that performance was an anomaly 
or just a snapshot of things to come. At 31 years old he was 
a candidate for the aging curve to start, but with nine goals in 
17 games he is scoring at a 40 goal pace so far this season.  

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 21 Points (10-5-1) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have high expectations this season 
so its not hard to say that a 6-4-0 record in their last 10 
games is a bit of a disappointment. This has seen the Canes 
remain behind the two frontrunners, sitting in third place in 
the Metropolitan Division behind the surging New Jersey 
Devils and New York Islanders. While they have a game in 
hand on the Islanders, they are five points behind the Devils, 
granted there is still plenty of time to make up those points.  
You can’t make the playoffs in the first eight weeks of a 
season, but you can miss the playoffs in that time and the 
Canes don’t seem to have anything to worry about in that 
regard. 
The Canes haven’t fallen victim to trap games yet this 
season and recently beat the middling Chicago Blackhawks 

by a score of 3-0. However, what is concerning is the Canes 
inability to take advantage of opportunities against good 
teams. The Canes lost 4-1 to the Aves entirely due to their 
inability to score on multiple power plays. It may seem like a 
skipping record to bring up a struggling power play but 
insanity is doing the same thing and expecting a different 
result. 
The Canes power play ranks 28th in the league with a 12.9% 
success rate. When you combine this with their mediocre 
penalty kill that ranks 17th at a 78% kill rate there isn’t much 
positive to take away from the Canes’ special teams. Good 
teams should look to have their special teams rates add up 
to 100% and the Canes are just at a paltry 90.9%. In 
comparison the San Jose Sharks who currently sit at 28th in 
the league standings have a 90.9% penalty kill success rate. 
The Canes really need to turn around their special teams 
play if they expect to have a special season.  

4. New York Rangers: 19 Points (8-6-3) 

The Rangers have great top end talent, but the questions 
around the team have been around their depth and young 
players making the next step. One player that appears to be 
on the cusp of making that jump is Julien Gauthier. Gauthier 
was originally drafted in 2016 in the first round by the 
Carolina Hurricanes before being traded for Joey Keane 
during the 2019-2020 season. Gauthier has struggled to stick 
with the Rangers in a meaningful role. Heading into the 
season he has just five goals and 12 assists for the Rangers 
in 91 games played.  
He failed to make the team out of camp this season, but has 
since returned to the Rangers playing most recently on the 
second line with Artemi Panarin and Vincent Trocheck. In the 
young season he has two goals and an assist in nine games 
played since October 25th. While the numbers aren’t eye 
popping he is starting to produce at a somewhat regular 
pace and has cemented himself in a top six role. This has 
seen vets like Ryan Reaves get healthy scratched.  

5. Philadelphia Flyers: 17 Points (7-6-3) 

For the past two seasons no prospect had more hype for the 
Philadelphia Flyers than Morgan Frost. However, he has yet 
to find another gear in the NHL. At the end of last season he 
was demoted to the AHL to try to gain confidence and this 
year he has already been healthy scratched once. Frost has 
a 41.7 Corsi For percentage this season which ranks fourth 
to last for Flyers who have played more than 10 games. This 
has led to him being demoted to the third line and even 
finding himself taking shifts with the fourth line. 
While Frost has struggled, Owen Tippett has seized his 
opportunity. Tippett is just 23 and is now playing on the top 
line with Kevin Hayes and Travis Konecny. In just 10 games 
played this season he has three goals and three assists. 
Tippett has steadily seen his icetime increase and saw a 
season high 20:51 on Sunday against the Dallas Stars. This 
could be in some part due to getting a chance on the top 
powerplay unit.  

6. Washington Capitals: 16 Points (7-9-2) 

The Washington Capitals made two acquisitions during the 
season by signing Sonny Milano and claiming Nicola Aube-
Kubel off of waivers. In Aube-Kubel’s third game with his new 
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club, he earned a match penalty and was suspended for 
three games for a bad hit on the Tampa Bay Lightning 
defenseman Cal Foote. With the injury news the Caps have, 
the last thing they needed was careless and dangerous plays 
to take out more of their players. 
On the bright side, Sonny Milano was moved up to the top 
line with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeni Kuznetsov last night in 
their game against the Florida Panthers. While the forward 
did not earn a point in a 5-2 loss, he has recorded two goals 
and two assists in six games played with the Caps. The 
Caps took a swing, signing Milano to a one-way contract that 
guaranteed him $750k regardless of if he was in the AHL or 
NHL, and the depth scoring addition certainly seems to be 
earning dividends for the Caps.  

7. Pittsburgh Penguins: 15 Points (6-7-3) 

The Pittsburgh Penguins lost 5-4 in overtime to the Montreal 
Canadiens on Saturday. In the postgame media huddle 
starting goaltender Tristan Jarry made comments that he is 
dealing with some injuries which have impacted his play. He 
was quoted, “That’s obviously affected my playing. I’m trying 
to get back to 100% healthy. I’m trying to do everything I can. 
I think that’s what affected it.”  
Head coach Mike Sullivan was asked about Jarry’s status 
and he downplayed any possible ailments and said he has 
no plans to limit Jarry moving forward. 
Actions speak louder than words though and even after 
multiple days of rest, the Penguins started Casey DeSmith 

against the Toronto Maple Leafs. With all the Leafs skill, one 
would assume it would be ideal to have a starter in the 
crease over a backup. DeSmith didn’t fare well against the 
Leafs in a 5-2 loss that saw him let up four goals on 32 
shots. The game also saw the Leafs goaltender and former 
Penguin Matt Murray earn his first win of the season.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 11 Points (5-9-1) 

The injury bug has been going around the Metropolitan 
Division but no one has had it worse than the Columbus Blue 
Jackets over the last week. They lost their top defensive pair 
on Thursday with Zach Werenski out for the season with a 
separated shoulder and torn labrum and his partner Nick 
Blankenburg is out 6-8 weeks with a fractured ankle. Then 
on Friday, both Sean Kuraly and Jakub Voracek were added 
to the IR. The team then also announced on Monday that 
Patrik Laine will miss 3-4 weeks with a sprained ankle.  
And to top it all off, both starting goaltender Elvis Merzlikins 
and former Canes defenseman Jake Bean each left last 
nights game with injuries. 
The Blue Jackets currently sit tied for last place and have 
only played two games since losing their entire top pairing. 
They are not going to be rising up the standings any time 
soon. It certainly looks like the Metropolitan Division is in line 
to have another huge first overall pick in the division. The 
toughest part for the organization now is staying positive with 
a young team but not having them get used to losing. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Devils Almost Unseat No. 1 Bruins 
By Jason Chen 
We’re officially past the one-month mark after Opening Night 
on Oct. 11 and, well, it’s been anything but what we’ve 
expected. This is why we play all these games, right?  
For the third week in a row, the Bruins are ranked No. 1 in 
THN’s Power Rankings, but I will gladly take any criticism 
that the Devils and their 10-game winning streak should be 
at the top. Both teams finished the week 3-0-0 and outscored 
their opponents by a total of seven goals, but the Bruins are 
the incumbent and there’s no reason to knock them off the 
top. The Devils climb from No. 3 to No. 2, but we might as 
well rank them as 1A and 1B. 
It also begs the question: can the Devils win the Cup with 
Vitek Vanecek and Mackenzie Blackwood in net? The Avs 
proved that you don’t really need an elite goalie to win, and 
considering how some of those “elite” goalies have fared this 
season, that theory couldn’t be more true right now.  
Biggest climbers this week: Predators and Blues. Biggest 
tumblers this week: Sabres, Capitals, Flyers and Canucks.  
(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com. 
CF% stands for Corsi For Percentage and xGF% represents 
Expected Goals For Percentage.) 
1. Boston Bruins (14-2-0, +30. CF% league rank: 12, xGF% 
league rank: 9) 
They could use a little more scoring depth, but there are no 
weak areas on their roster, and they’ve allowed more than 
three goals just twice (!) this season, one of which was a win.  
2. New Jersey Devils (13-3-0, +21. CF%: 2, xGF%: 1) 
The Devils tick off every box except a mental block saying 
the Devils shouldn’t be this good so quickly. The Zetterlund-
Hischier-Tatar line ranks first in expected goals percentage 
(min. 75 TOI) on moneypuck.com.  
3. Vegas Golden Knights (13-4-0, +19. CF%: 19, xGF%: 4) 
A third-period collapse against the Sharks on Tuesday drops 
them out of the top two, but it’s a rare blemish in an 
otherwise outstanding season so far. Jack Eichel has 
returned to franchise center status. 
4. Colorado Avalanche (8-5-1, +13. CF%: 10, xGF%: 23) 
The Avs have remained in the top five despite so-so results 
because they deserve the benefit of the doubt and their 
schedule has been quirky, but note they’ve beaten only three 
good teams: the Knights, Rangers and Hurricanes. Their 
next 10 games, eight of which are on the road, will be a lot 
more revealing.  
5. Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, +7. CF%: 1, xGF%: 2) 
Pyotr Kochetkov was their third-string goalie and Jordan 
Martinook was waived earlier this season. Somehow, the 
Canes just find ways.  
6. New York Islanders (11-6-0, +14. CF%: 22, xGF%: 20) 
Fun fact: in the cap era, only one forward has ever finished a 
season with at least 50 points but scored less than five 

goals. That would be Henrik Sedin with three goals and 47 
assists in 2017-18. There’s no panic with Mathew Barzal, but 
it is truly bizarre he’s at zero goals on 44 shots in 17 games.  
7. Toronto Maple Leafs (9-5-3, +4. CF%: 8, xGF%: 10) 
Look, I’m happy for Jordie Benn, but last I checked, there’s 
no seniors discount to the last dance. The Leafs will make 
the playoffs, but their roster issues go beyond wondering 
which wingers pair best with Auston Matthews and John 
Tavares.  
8. Winnipeg Jets (9-4-1, +10. CF%: 20, xGF%: 21) 
For three of the first four weeks of the season, I had the Jets 
ranked 20th before bumping them to eighth last week. They 
had just two games this past week and went 1-1-0, both of 
which were one-goal games, but my big takeaway is how 
quietly they’ve snuck into the top 10. We expected a lot of 
distracting noise going into the season with so much 
uncertainty surrounding their future, but instead, they’ve 
galvanized and have been one of the toughest teams to 
beat. 
9. Tampa Bay Lightning (9-6-1, +1. CF%: 14, xGF%: 13) 
The Lightning have had tons of success, but they always 
play with a chip on their shoulder, so never count them out. I 
suspect that trickles down from captain Steven Stamkos, 
who reached 500 assists before 500 goals: “For a guy that a 
lot of people think is just a shooter, I’ll rub that in their face a 
little bit.”  
10. Dallas Stars (9-5-2, +17. CF%: 15, xGF%: 15) 
Jason Robertson enters Wednesday third in scoring with 25 
points. I assume his ‘Robo’ nickname is a reference to how 
automatic he is when it comes to filling the net because the 
TARS robot from Interstellar has more personality than one 
of the league’s most underrated superstars.  
11. Edmonton Oilers (9-7-0, +1. CF%: 24, xGF%: 22) 
How long before we declare Stuart Skinner the No. 1 over 
Jack Campbell, hmm? Are they even brave enough to make 
that call and have a $5-million backup? Campbell’s streaky, 
but the Oilers aren’t exactly a young team, and the pressure 
won’t let up.  
12. Florida Panthers (9-6-1, +5. CF%: 3, xGF%: 3) 
Finally. That’s three goals in his past seven games for 
Aleksander Barkov and four goals in three games for Sam 
Bennett. Aaron Ekblad is back, and both Sergei Bobrovsky 
and Spencer Knight are winning games.  
13. New York Rangers (8-6-3, +4. CF%: 5, xGF%: 5) 
The Rangers should be better than they were last season. 
Their puck possession numbers are better, and even Alexis 
Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko look improved. What gives? For 
starters, it’s interesting that their PDO are .963 and .964, 
respectively, and they’re not going to shoot below 10 percent 
all season. They’re probably the only things in Manhattan 
you can buy low.  
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14. Seattle Kraken (8-5-3, +7. CF%: 11, xGF%: 12) 
This is what the Kraken should’ve been last season. Solid 
goaltending, okay defense and scoring by committee. 
Despite ranking 12th in goals for per games played, the 
Kraken are just one of two teams (Blues) who do not have a 
single player who has scored more than five goals this 
season.  
15. Calgary Flames (7-6-2, -3. CF%: 4, xGF%: 8) 
The Flames are above .500 and are just barely sitting in a 
playoff position, but it’s been ugly getting there. With the way 
Darryl Sutter spreads out his ice time, everyone has to pull 
their weight, and Jonathan Huberdeau hasn’t gelled with the 
rest of the group.  
16. Los Angeles Kings (10-7-1, -2. CF%: 7, xGF%: 6) 
The Kings have played a lot of Eastern Conference 
opponents, but it’s weird that against arguably the worst 
division in the league, the Kings are 0-3 against the Pacific. 
Drew Doughty and Jonathan Quick are getting little help from 
the rest of their defense.  
17. Montreal Canadiens (8-7-1, -5. CF%: 21, xGF%: 24) 
The question that no one really wants to ask is what happens 
when that top line stops working, and it’s going to happen 
because Nick Suzuki can’t keep shooting out the lights 
forever. I also can’t believe Jake Allen and Samuel 
Montembeault cost a combined $3.875 million because that 
might be the best bargain in the league.  
18. Detroit Red Wings (7-5-4, -7. CF%: 30, xGF%: 28) 
That’s four straight losses, and I think the return of Tyler 
Bertuzzi will help them, but the one player I implore people to 
watch is rookie Jonatan Berggren. The Swedish winger was 
the leading scorer for Skelleftea as a 20-year-old, led AHL 
Grand Rapids in scoring last season and just scored his first 
NHL goal Tuesday night.  
19. Nashville Predators (7-8-1, -10. CF%: 16, xGF%: 17) 
Juuso Parssinen, drafted with the eighth-last pick in 2019 
and having just played 10 games in the AHL before getting 
called up, is their new top center. Not to take anything away 
from the 21-year-old, who had become a really good player 
for TPS in the Liiga, but this smells like a desperate move for 
an older team whose best players are all around 30. 
20. Minnesota Wild (7-7-2, -4. CF%: 17, xGF%: 14) 
I would say the Wild can’t always rely on Kirill Kaprizov, but 
what other recourse do they have? Going back to the Marian 
Gaborik days, I think it might be a franchise mandate to see 
how far one elite player can drag this team.  
21. St. Louis Blues (6-8-0, -16. CF%: 27, xGF%: 19) 
The only thing more concerning than Jordan Binnington 
taking a fake swing at the opposition is their current three-
game winning streak. The last time this happened, they 
proceeded to lose eight in a row. The Blues visit Chicago on 
Wednesday, and if I’m looking for that extra edge to push the 
winning streak to four, I’m playing this Scott Darling review of 
St. Louis on repeat.  
22. Pittsburgh Penguins (6-7-3, -1. CF%: 13, xGF%: 7) 
The Last Dance or the last dud? The Pens have lost nine of 
their past 11, and some of those games weren’t even close. 

When you’re counting on Casey DeSmith to right the ship, 
you might as well be the Titanic.  
23. Buffalo Sabres (7-9-0, +2. CF%: 6, xGF%: 18) 
Fun to watch but really ugly at times, and they’ve now lost six 
in a row after a terrific start. Neither Craig Anderson nor Eric 
Comrie can stop pucks, which is a pretty vital skill if you’re a 
goaltender, no?  
24. Washington Capitals (7-9-2, -7. CF%: 18, xGF%: 26) 
The Caps are 0-for-21 on the power play in their past four 
games. Their lineup is super thin – Sonny Milano is on their 
top line now – they don’t defend particularly well, and their 
possession numbers are terrible. Losses to Florida, Tampa, 
Pittsburgh, Carolina – teams the Caps used to be mentioned 
with in the same breath – show how far they’ve fallen.  
25. San Jose Sharks (6-9-3, -10. 1. CF%: 23, xGF%: 16) 
Quite an impressive three-game winning streak for the 
Sharks, but that’s the opposite of what they should be doing. 
They’re open to trading Erik Karlsson? You don’t say!  
26. Philadelphia Flyers (7-6-3, -7. CF%: 29, xGF%: 29) 
Easiest team to write about because John Tortorella usually 
sums it up pretty good: “We suck.”  
27. Arizona Coyotes (6-8-1, -14. CF%: 31, xGF%: 32) 
Most interesting development in the desert: Jakob Chychrun 
is returning soon, so heat up those trade talks because it’s 
only a matter of time. Question: do the Coyotes play 
Chychrun ahead of Shayne Gostisbehere and J.J. Moser to 
pump his trade value?  
28. Chicago Blackhawks (6-6-3, -8. CF%: 32, xGF%: 30) 
With Patrick Kane in a bit of a scoring drought, they’ve been 
shut out twice in their past four games, and since their four-
game winning streak was snapped have scored over three 
goals just once. It was, of course, a loss.  
29. Ottawa Senators (5-9-1, -2. CF%: 9, xGF%: 11) 
The Sens, like a lot of teams in the league, face a similar 
problem: a ton of good forwards but an absolute pile of 
pylons on defense. Of the bottom-ranked teams, the Sens 
boast the best possession numbers, but it’s all moot when 
you’re playing Nick Holden and Travis Hamonic regular 
minutes. 
30. Vancouver Canucks (5-9-3, -12. CF%: 25, xGF%: 25) 
Bruce, there he goes! The consensus seems to be that 
Bruce Boudreau will not last the season. From management 
to the coaches and players, there is no team more 
dysfunctional than the Canucks. The Bluths would be proud.  
31. Columbus Blue Jackets (5-9-1, -22. CF%: 28, xGF%: 27) 
The thing about teams that have been decimated by injuries 
is that they tend to bear down and playing much better in the 
short-term before the lack of talent catches up to them. 
That’s happening now, though it should be noted that both of 
their wins have come against the Flyers, who suck. 
(Tortorella’s words, not mine!)  
32. Anaheim Ducks (5-10-1, -25. CF%: 26, xGF%: 31) 
If you walked into Dallas Eakins’ office right now, you’ll notice 
his desk is piled to the ceiling with Connor Bedard clips.  
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3905829/2022/11/17/carolina-hurricanes-power-play-kill/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-16/c-337675800 
https://www.saltlakecitysun.com/news/273105376/hurricanes-out-to-avenge-recent-loss-to-avalanche 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/17/23463704/carolina-hurricanes-vs-colorado-avalanche-game-preview-staal-makar-raanta-nhl-svechnikov-
slavin 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/16/23462346/quick-whistles-carolina-hurricanes-standout-players-one-month-svechnikov-necas-andersen-
aho-nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/16/23461918/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-new-jersey-devils-on-a-10-game-win-streak-hurricanes-
islanders 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-power-rankings-devils-almost-unseat-bruins-for-no-1 
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Hurricanes at even strength and on special teams — what’s right, what’s 
wrong 

 

By Cory Lavalette 

 

Here’s the good news: The Hurricanes are 10-5-1 with the NHL’s fifth-
best record heading into Thursday’s home game against the Avalanche, 
and I think most close observers would agree that not everything is firing 
on all cylinders. 

But Carolina has shown some flaws — some familiar, some more recent 
— that raise concerns about whether or not this team is better than the 
ones it’s iced the last few seasons. 

As with any snapshot assessment, there is good and there is bad in all 
facets of the Hurricanes’ game. Here is what isn’t broken and what needs 
fixing. 

What’s right at five-on-five 

The Hurricanes remain the NHL’s Corsi kings. At 62.1 percent through 16 
games, Carolina is on top of the league in possession while also first in 
high-danger chances differential at five-on-five (160 for, 89 against, for 
64.3 percent). 

Those results are being driven, unsurprisingly, by Jordan Staal’s line. 
After a slow start to the season, the captain’s line found life when Jordan 
Martinook was elevated to his left wing, a spot previously occupied by 
Nino Niederreiter. Martinook (69.86 percent), Staal (68.94) and Jesper 
Fast (64.51) rank first, second and seventh, respectively, in the NHL in 
Corsi For percentage, and the trio — known for suffocating the 
opponent’s top line — has totaled six goals and seven assists in the last 
three games. 

Beyond that line, both Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas have grown 
into more complete players this season. 

Necas leads the team in scoring with 19 points and has been a tone-
setter for the Hurricanes’ attack. Svechnikov is among the NHL’s goal 

leaders with 12, a league-high nine of which have come at even strength. 
Perhaps most impressive about Svechnikov is something he hasn’t been 
doing this season: taking penalties. 

The 22-year-old has just 8 PIMs — that’s one penalty for every four 
games — and just two stick infractions, penalties that have haunted him 
at times during his first four seasons. 

The top four defensemen have been good as expected, and Jalen 
Chatfield has been a pleasant surprise in his first full-time NHL season. 
Carolina has allowed just 24 five-on-five goals this season (1.50 per 
game, tied for second best in the league) and is in the top third of the 
league in goals for at even strength. 

What’s wrong at five-on-five 

For all of Martinook’s success, I doubt the Hurricanes entered August 
expecting him to have as many goals as Max Pacioretty, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Seth Jarvis come mid-November. 
Pacioretty hasn’t played since tearing his Achilles tendon before the start 
of the season, and Teravainen — no goals in 14 games — is now on the 
shelf with an undisclosed upper-body injury. 

Kotkaniemi’s play has been solid but is not leading to points. He has just 
one goal and two assists despite playing much of the season centering 
Necas and Svechnikov. Coach Rod Brind’Amour is quick to ignore stats, 
but Kotkaniemi’s numbers jump off the page as alarming. 

Jarvis, meanwhile, has perhaps hit the sophomore slump early in his 
second season. He has six points (three goals, three assists) but is 
clearly trying to pull himself out of a funk. 

During Wednesday’s practice, he angrily slammed his stick against the 
boards after failing to score on a drill, using some choice words to voice 
his displeasure. Then at the other end of the ice during an ensuing drill, 
he scored while crashing into the net and toppling goalie Antti Raanta. 
Jarvis hooted enthusiastically and celebrated from his back, perhaps 
trying to get himself going amid a five-game point drought. 

What’s right on the power play 

I think right now most people would say “not much,” but there are some 
silver linings to the NHL’s 30th-ranked power play. We’ll keep it brief. 

Stefan Noesen has two goals as a net-front presence on the top unit, a 
spot on the bingo card not many expected to cover. Necas and 
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Svechnikov are both on pace for more than 30 power-play points, and 
Svechnikov’s projected 35 would be the most by a Hurricanes player 
since the penalty-happy Stanley Cup season in 2005-06. 

Lastly, Brent Burns has quietly accumulated seven points (a goal and six 
assists) to tie with Svechnikov for the most power-play points on the 
team. 

What’s wrong on the power play 

To start, Carolina’s power play has only gotten goals from its top unit, 
with the second group coming up empty despite a variety of 
configurations. 

That’s a group that included the aforementioned Teravainen, Jarvis and 
Kotkaniemi. The team has tried both Dylan Coghlan and Brett Pesce at 
the point of PP2, but neither has sparked the group. 

At Wednesday’s practice, Brind’Amour tried two new looks. Rookie Jack 
Drury, who has played four games with zero points since being recalled, 
rotated in during one sequence. Then, Brady Skjei joined Pesce for a 
not-seen-often-anymore two-defensemen look on the second unit. 

But any power play will be judged on how its No. 1 group performs, and 
despite the aforementioned individual numbers, Carolina’s top unit is 
struggling. 

“We’ve been a little frustrated,” Sebastian Aho said Wednesday. 
“Obviously, it’s not gone our way. Sometimes we want almost try to do 
too much. Sometimes you just have to let it happen and play the game. 
… It’s this much,” he added, holding his fingers an inch apart. 
“Sometimes it goes your way and it feels like it’s effortless. As of lately, it 
hasn’t been that way.” 

The Hurricanes are 6-2-0 (with two shootout wins) in the eight games 
they have scored on the power play and 4-3-1 in the eight they were shut 
down. 

While Carolina’s 12.9 percent success rate isn’t as garish as the two 
teams below them (Columbus at 5.3 percent, Anaheim at 4.4 percent), 
it’s the way the Hurricanes have failed with the man advantage that sets 
off alarms. 

In an 0-for-5 effort against the Avalanche on Saturday, Carolina 
mustered just one shot on goal in 8:52 of power-play time. Colorado 
wasn’t significantly more successful on the scoreboard — their one 
power play goal came on a Cale Makar shot that went high, hit the glass 
behind the net, bounced back and hit Raanta in the back before going in 
— but it looked better and generated 11 shots. 

It hasn’t been that way all year for the Hurricanes, but when the failed 
power plays pile up — Carolina has scored once in the last four games, 
and it was in a 7-2 rout of Edmonton — and then the weight of that failure 
sets in, it can be tough to shake off. 

“I think the power play, at times, has been really good, it just wasn’t 
getting the puck in the net,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “Lately, not so 
much.” 

Injuries have certainly played a role, and Brind’Amour mentioned the loss 
of Pacioretty before training camp as a blow to the team. 

Teravainen’s struggles have been part of the problem. The 28-year-old 
winger had a career-best 31 power-play points last year, the most by a 
Hurricanes player since 2007-08. He was moved off the top unit early in 
the season when it was ineffective, didn’t kickstart the second unit and is 
now hurt. 

“It’s not an excuse at all,” Aho said of PP1 being without Teravainen. “We 
can’t go (hide) behind that and just wait for somebody coming back to the 
lineup or whatever. It’s more we have to make it work, the guys we have. 
I have confidence in this group.” 

 

What’s right on the penalty kill 

To start, it’s not at the bottom of the league. The team’s 78 percent 
success rate so far this season ranked them 17th entering Wednesday’s 
games, and the team has allowed more than one power-play goal in a 
game just twice this season, both times on five attempts (loss at 
Edmonton, win at Tampa Bay). 

Martinook has stepped into a bigger PK role with the departure of Vincent 
Trocheck, and he has responded. Per usual, penalties are up early in the 
season, and the Hurricanes are seeing 6:06 of shorthanded ice time per 
game, compared to 5:51 last season, when they had more than any 
team. 

Martinook’s penalty kill usage has been almost doubled (31 seconds per 
game last year compared to 59 seconds this year), and he’s been on the 
ice for just one of the 13 power-play goals Carolina has allowed. 

What’s wrong with the power play 

The Hurricanes had a cumulative 84.8 percent success rate on the 
penalty kill in Brind’Amour’s first four seasons as coach, the best in the 
league, and were tops last year at 88 percent. 

It’s no longer one of the best in the league. 

Carolina has allowed a power-play goal in 11 of its 16 games, and in two 
of the games it didn’t, the opposition only had one opportunity. The 
Hurricanes’ power play goals allowed per game have more than doubled, 
from 0.40 last year to 0.81 this season. 

“The panic has just been kinda (insert “meh” face),” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ve been just off a step or two here or there.” 

Optically, it hasn’t hurt them the way the power play has. The loss in 
Edmonton was as much a result of the power play as the penalty kill 
(Carolina scored twice on the PP but also gave up a shorthanded goal), 
the Hurricanes allowed two to Tampa and won, and Makar’s goal in the 
Colorado game was a fluke. 

Despite the numbers showing otherwise, I think the penalty kill is a bigger 
concern than the power play. Aho has been on the ice for six PK goals 
already after having a team-high 13 last year. 

The PK is also where, in my opinion, Burns has looked his most 
uncomfortable during his transition with the Hurricanes. He does some 
things well — his size and active stick are assets, and he takes up a lot 
of space once a team is set up against Carolina’s PK. 

But he also seems to be overly aggressive, and the penalty kill has 
thrived in recent years having a stay-at-home shot blocker to 
complement Jaccob Slavin. 

With Brind’Amour admitting the team has looked for ways to limit the 37-
year-old Burns’ minutes, perhaps putting Calvin de Haan — who blocked 
330 shots in 142 games over the past three seasons with Chicago — 
with Slavin is the answer. 

It worked last year with Ian Cole alongside Slavin, and de Haan — who 
has played just 4:09 on the PK this season — logged big shorthanded 
minutes with Carolina back in 2018-19. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.17.2022 
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Alex Newhook, Jared Bednar meet to diagnose Avalanche forward’s 
inconsistent start: “We’re solutions based” 

Newhook recorded a point in three consecutive games, but he has 
disappeared again since the Avs returned home from Finland. It 
culminated in less ice time vs. St. Louis and a meeting the next day. 

 

By BENNETT DURANDO | PUBLISHED November 16, 2022 at 10:07 
a.m. | UPDATED: November 16, 2022 at 10:09 a.m. 
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Demotion doesn’t sit well with anyone, but if there is one thing that 
Avalanche coach Jared Bednar appreciates about how Alex Newhook 
has handled his, it’s his reluctance to rationalize about it. 

“There’s really no excuse to not be at my best when the team needs me,” 
Newhook said Wednesday, when given that opportunity. The question 
was whether he ever reminds himself that it’s only his second season in 
the NHL; that growing pains are natural. “That’s not really something that 
crosses through my mind too much.” 

That’s the philosophy he hoped to echo in an individual meeting with 
Bednar on Wednesday morning. 

“I don’t doubt his care or (that) any of the guys in our room care,” the 
coach said afterward. “If I did, they wouldn’t be here.” 

Newhook is here, and there are no signs he’s going anywhere, even after 
his uneven start. 

Most of the attention he has faced in the young season has revolved 
around the pressure he’s facing as a young player. He was given an 
audition for Nazem Kadri’s second-line center job. But after eight games 
without a point, he started playing more left wing — a combination of his 
increased production there and linemate Evan Rodrigues’ comfort at 
center. Newhook recorded a point in three consecutive games. 

Then Colorado returned from Finland, and he disappeared for the next 
three games — literally in a 3-2 loss to St. Louis, rarely seeing the ice in 
the third period. It was a Bednar benching. 

So Newhook sat at his locker room stall again the next afternoon, 
evaluating the errors. 

“I think some of those (giveaways) at the blue line can be costly,” he said. 
“… Trying to regroup and trying to get back to my game here on this next 
road trip is going to be important for me.” 

What’s a meeting with Bednar like under these circumstances? Newhook 
described the coach to The Denver Post as “particular” and “analytical” in 
his diagnosis of poor play. Bednar said he and other staff members — 
including general manager Chris MacFarland and president of hockey 
operations Joe Sakic — often compile analytics and their own 
observations based on film study to help a struggling player. 

“We go over numbers, where he stands, what we need to see from him, 
and then we get specific on detail with the video,” Bednar said. “We’re 
solutions based, right? It’s my job to help Newhook be an impactful 
player. He has to be a willing participant in that and want to, and he does. 

“Then get into specific detail on all kinds of situations in the game and 
where we feel like what will help his game improve. And then kind of 
narrow it down to I’d say three or four points he can have into his head 
before the game of, ‘OK, if I just do this, my game will come together to a 
certain extent.'” 

The Avs were optimistic that Newhook was showing signs of progress 
during the NHL Global Series games in Finland. But in the three games 
since returning, the team’s expected goal percentages while he was on 
the ice have been staggeringly low, according to Natural Stat Trick: 
39.8% against Nashville, 2.2% against Carolina and 20.7% against St. 
Louis. Bednar has noticed the forward is “not skating” on the bad nights. 
Getting to the bottom of why that is was at the core of their discussions. 

“Here’s the thing: You look at Alex Newhook: Great shot. Great hands,” 
Bednar said. “Excellent skater. … If he’s not skating, he’s not going to be 
effective. You’re on pucks. You have relentless pursuit. You win more 
battles. But you’ve got to be driving your legs. And sometimes it can be a 
mental block. Sometimes it can be trying to do too much. Things aren’t 
going well. You kind of get away from the things that make you 
successful.” 

Denver Post: LOADED: 11.17.2022 
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Avalanche’s Mikko Rantanen shares championship glory with his 
floorball-playing sisters 

 

By Peter Baugh 

 

TURKU, Finland — Two months before Mikko Rantanen and the 
Avalanche hoisted the Stanley Cup, his two sisters were wearing white 
and black jerseys, competing for a title of their own. The TPS women’s 
floorball team was in Porvoo, Finland, for a decisive Game 7 in the F-liiga 
championship series, and Laura and Noora Rantanen were looking to 
unseat PSS, the defending champions. 

Floorball is similar to hockey but played on, well, the floor. Players use 
hockey-like sticks with plastic blades, but instead of a puck, there’s a 
bouncy white ball with holes in it, similar to a wiffle ball. Like hockey, 
each team has five players plus a goalie out at a time, but in floorball, 
they take the floor as five-person units, not three-person forward lines 
and two-person defensive pairings. TPS, which also has a hockey team 
that Mikko played on growing up, is the biggest club in Turku, a city 
approximately 20 minutes from where the Rantanen siblings were raised 
in Nousiainen. 

Mikko, the middle Rantanen sibling, played floorball until he was a 
teenager. The bouncing ball makes for a fast game, and the now-NHL 
star found it helped develop both his hands and how he sees the game of 
hockey. The Avalanche can, in part, thank floorball for Rantanen’s ability 
to find teammates with creative passes. 

“At an older age, it’s hard to work on your vision,” says the 26-year-old, 
who plays floorball once a week during offseason training. “You either 
have it or you don’t. But when you’re young, the more you play, the more 
it helps you recognize things.” 

Rantanen’s closest current connection to floorball is through his sisters, 
whom he frequently messages about TPS games. He does more than 
just cheer them on from afar, though. He’s also a team sponsor, 
contributing a significant amount of money that goes to travel fees, 
including buses and hotels. 

Toward the end of the 2021-22 regular season, Rantanen came down 
with a sickness that kept him out of the Avalanche lineup for 10 days. 
The illness wasn’t fun, but the time away from the rink gave him time to 
watch Laura and Noora play in their championship series. During Game 
7, with the score deadlocked 1-1 midway through the third period, TPS’ 
Sofia Leino danced with the puck behind the net. Noora, meanwhile, split 
free from her opponents. Leino zipped Rantanen a pass, and the 
defenseman brought her hands through. The ball zinged into the net. 

The 23-year-old leapt into the air, her arms raised in excitement. 

“It was kind of sudden,” she says. “I didn’t expect it.” 

The Rantanen siblings’ father, Hannu, watched from the bench. He’s an 
assistant coach for TPS, and the players’ focus jumped out as they 
competed for the championship. 

“It was in the ladies’ eyes,” he says. “They were determined. ‘We’re not 
going to lose this.’” 

His instincts were correct. After the youngest Rantanen’s goal, TPS didn’t 
relinquish its one-goal advantage. And 30-year-old Laura, a forward, was 
on the floor protecting the lead when time expired, giving TPS their first-
ever title. Players poured from the bench onto the floor to celebrate as 
the TPS cheering section exploded with glee. 

Laura and teammate Jenna Saario were the first TPS players to receive 
the trophy, and they lifted it together as Noora and the other players 
mobbed them. The emotions Hannu experienced as he watched his 
daughters were no different than they were two months later when his 
son lifted the Stanley Cup. 
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“The feeling is the same,” he says. “It’s a championship: the biggest 
reward you can get.” 

View this post on Instagram 

A post shared by Meri-Helmi Höynälä (@mersuhoynala) 

The title set a high bar for Mikko heading into the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
and he delivered, logging 25 points in 20 games, which was best among 
Colorado’s forwards. Rantanen ultimately finished third in Conn Smythe 
Trophy voting for playoff MVP. It was a star-level performance from an 
NHL star, one who followed his sisters’ winning ways. 

“I had this intuition when we won,” says Laura, who also won a silver 
medal at the 2021 world championships. “I thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be crazy 
if Mikko won, too?’” 

“They put (on) some pressure,” jokes the right wing, who has 25 points in 
14 games this season. 

Rantanen didn’t disclose exact figures, but his financial contributions to 
TPS women’s floorball played a role in the team’s success last season. 
The sport isn’t a significant source of income for players, and some have 
to pay to play for teams. It’s far from the luxurious, well-paid experience 
NHLers have. Players have to work normal jobs on top of their playing 
responsibilities. Laura, for example, is a preschool teacher, and Noora is 
in school to become an elementary school teacher. 

Mikko, who used to tag along to his older sister’s floorball practices, 
started sponsoring the team ahead of the 2021-22 season. Laura says 
she was talking about the sport with Noora and her brother when he 
brought up the idea of helping fund TPS. It’s hard for Finnish women’s 
teams to get sponsors, and given Rantanen’s family connections to the 
team and $9.25 million average annual value contract, it made sense for 
him to help. 

“Women’s floorball, there’s not a lot of money in it,” Mikko says. “ Players 
don’t make any money, basically. Nobody is a professional. Obviously 
they have to travel, too, and sometimes they have to stay in a hotel, and 
teams don’t have much money.” 

The ripple effects of his decision were instantaneous. 

“Many players didn’t have to pay because Mikko was sponsoring,” Laura 
says. “We got better players.” 

TPS added the likes of Saario and Meri-Helmi Höynälä, for example, 
both of whom have represented Finland at multiple world championships. 
The team also kept its top line together going into the 2021-22 season, 
and that group included Milla Nordlund, who went on to win the scoring 
title. 

“We already had good players, but got a few great ones and better depth 
players, too,” Laura says. 

TPS has only built off its success to start the 2022-23 season. It has won 
all 10 of its games, and Laura ranks third on the team with 12 goals. 
Noora, meanwhile, is tied for eighth in assists with seven, and she’s 
playing on a line with her older sister. 

 

And though the time difference and Avalanche practice schedule 
sometimes make it difficult, their brother is following along from Denver, 
watching whenever he can. 
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Dynamic defenseman Makar scores twice, Avs beat 'Canes 4-1 

 

By PAT GRAHAM - AP Sports Writer Nov 13, 2022  

 

DENVER (AP) — Cale Makar scored twice in a 3:22 span during the first 
period, Mikko Rantanen turned in a four-point performance and the 
Colorado Avalanche beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-1 on Saturday night 
for their fourth straight win. 

Nathan MacKinnon also scored, while Rantanen added an empty-net 
goal to go with three assists. Pavel Francouz stopped 24 shots for his 
first victory of the season. 
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Another Round Of Recalls For The Avalanche 

 

By Brennan Vogt  

 

Round and round the carousel goes. The Avalanche have done another 
round of send downs and recalls for the upcoming road trip. Immediately 
following the game on Monday, the Avalanche sent down all three of their 
recent recalls to the Colorado Eagles. Andreas Englund saw his first 
action in an Avalanche sweater as the depleted defensive core struggles 
to stay healthy. Kurtis MacDermid was injured in the game against the 
Hurricanes, leaving in the first period with a lower body injury. Englund 
on the other hand, played well receiving praise from Coach Jared Bednar 
with him saying that that he like his game and that he was physical. He 
was sent down and brought back up this morning, so he is doing 
something right. 

Forward Jayson Megna, now on his second stint with the team, may not 
have any stats to show for his play but has been improving on the fourth 
line. He has been helping with a lot of zone exits while on the ice and 
even tasked with the penalty kill. His speed up the middle is more than 
likely what is keeping him on the Avalanche right now. When his line gets 
the chance, he tends to crash the net, and he does it hard. Megna has 
been the victim of the cap by being sent down for a day or two and then 
recalled. 

 

Anton Blidh had a chance with the Avalanche at the beginning of the 
season making the opening night roster. After one game he was sent to 
Loveland and has played twelve games with the Eagles since. He has 
four goals and no assists while also being a plus-2. Blidh was recalled 
yesterday as winger Sampo Ranta was sent down on Monday night. 
Ranta had played decent but is showing he still needs some work. In the 
game against the Hurricanes, Ranta had fallen and taken a puck to the 
face. He currently has a few stitches in both lips and some chipped teeth 
from it. 

We can expect Megna and Blidh both to take places on the fourth line 
while Englund will probably go back on the third pairing. Here are my 
expected lines for the upcoming road trip 

Lehkonen-MacKinnon-Rantanen 

Newhook-Rodrigues-Kaut 

Cogliano-Compher-O’Connor 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Hunt*-Megna-Blidh 

Defense 

Makar-Toews 

MacDonald-Manson 
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Englund-EJ 

* may move up in the lineup. 
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Wild-Pittsburgh game preview: Struggling Penguins first on seven-game 
homestand 

 

Sarah McLellan3-3 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

7 p.m. vs. Pittsburgh Penguins • Xcel Energy Center • BSN, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: This is the start of the Wild's seven-game homestand which 
is tied for their longest of the season. The Wild's two wins on home ice 
are tied for the second fewest in the NHL. Six of LW Kirill Kaprizov's 10 
goals have been scored at Xcel Energy Center. The penalty kill is on a 
19-for-20 run over the past five games. Players will debut the Wild's new 
retro jerseys. 

Penguins update: The Penguins have dropped two straight and are 
coming off a 5-2 loss to the Maple Leafs at home on Tuesday. Over their 
past 11 games, they're 2-7-2. On the road, they're 3-5-2. Cs Sidney 
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin have 17 points each to tie for the team lead. 
LW Jake Guentzel's eight goals are the most on Pittsburgh. 
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Wild goalie Marc-Andre Fleury placed on injured reserve because of 
upper-body injury 

 

Sarah McLellan15-19 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

Their offense continues to sputter, the power play is in a funk and now 
the Wild's starting goaltender is hurt. 

"We can't catch a break anywhere," coach Dean Evason said. 

Marc-Andre Fleury suffered an upper-body injury Tuesday at Nashville 
and will be sidelined at least until next week, the latest blow to an already 
shorthanded team dealing with a scoring shortage that's led to up-and-
down results. 

What's more, the Wild host Pittsburgh on Thursday to open a seven-
game stint at Xcel Energy Center where they have had minimal success 
and will be facing some of the NHL's top-10 lineups. 

"We've got a two-week homestand here, and I think the floodgates are 
going to open for us," Mason Shaw said. "There's no panic in here at all. 
It's getting around the net and doing the little things right, and it's going to 
pay off for us." 

Not only did the Wild leave Nashville without a win, their rally stalling at 
2-1, but they added another injury. 

Fleury, who racked up 23 saves against the Predators, wasn't on the ice 
when the Wild reconvened for practice on Wednesday at Tria Rink. The 
Wild placed the netminder on injured reserve, meaning the earliest he 
can return is next Wednesday, and called up Zane McIntyre from the 
minors after his 4-3 start (3.08 goals-against average and .903 save 
percentage) with Iowa in the American Hockey League. 

McIntyre will team up with Filip Gustavsson, who earned his first win with 
the Wild last Wednesday at Anaheim when the players in front of him 
snapped a goalless slump of 159 minutes, 45 seconds in a 4-1 victory. 
Then on Sunday, Gustavsson was back between the pipes when the 
Wild coughed up a two-goal lead en route to a 3-2 shootout loss to San 
Jose. 

"I don't try to put more pressure on myself to have a shutout or one goal 
against," said Gustavsson, who was acquired in the Cam Talbot 
offseason trade with Ottawa. "I trust my teammates that they're going to 
find a way to score a couple of goals." 

That four-goal surge against the Ducks was the only game in the past six 
the Wild have tallied more than three goals, a stretch in which they've 
gone 2-3-1. 

The struggles at 5-on-5 aren't new; they remained near the bottom of the 
league for that production even after Frederick Gaudreau capitalized vs. 
Nashville. 

But the downturn for the power play is a recent trend. 

After a makeover at training camp following last season's woes, the unit 
made a strong first impression by converting at least once in the first five 
games to sit 8-for-22. Since then, the Wild hit an inconsistent patch 
before their 0-for-10 slide over the past three outings. 

Five of those chances came Tuesday, including a four-minute look, and 
the Wild rolled out different units at practice Wednesday: Gaudreau 
joined linemates Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello along with Calen 
Addison and Joel Eriksson Ek, while the second group included Matt 
Boldy, Marcus Foligno, Marco Rossi, Jared Spurgeon and newcomer 
Shaw. 

"Nothing too much changes in my game," Shaw said. "It's a great 
opportunity to have a chance to make a difference. Whenever I'm called 
upon to do that, I'm going to try to make the most of that, just shooting 
pucks, trying to get pucks back, and help the power play wherever I can." 

There was also a shakeup to three of the forward lines, with Shaw and 
Boldy skating alongside Connor Dewar, Brandon Duhaime joining 
Eriksson Ek and Foligno and Tyson Jost took shifts with Rossi and Sam 
Steel. The plan is for Jost to return on Thursday after sitting out the last 
three games as a healthy scratch. 

Jordan Greenway practiced but isn't ready to play, and Ryan Hartman 
also remains out. Both have upper-body injuries. 

Now factor in Fleury's absence, and that's three key contributors missing. 

Still, that's not the only adversity testing the Wild. 

"I want to say everyone's frustrated, not only on the ice but if it goes 
home with you, you get a little down on yourself and everyone tightens 
up," Duhaime said. "I think we have one good game where we get four, 
five, six [goals], whatever it is, then the floodgates kind of open from 
there." 
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Wild take on the Penguins in a non-conference matchup 

 

The Associated Press, Associated Press9-11 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins (6-7-3, seventh in the Metropolitan Division) vs. 
Minnesota Wild (7-6-2, fourth in the Central Division) 

Saint Paul, Minnesota; Thursday, 8 p.m. EST 
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BOTTOM LINE: The Minnesota Wild take on the Pittsburgh Penguins in 
a non-conference matchup. 

Minnesota is 7-6-2 overall and 2-4-1 at home. The Wild have a 2-3-1 
record in games their opponents commit fewer penalties. 

Pittsburgh is 6-7-3 overall and 3-5-2 on the road. The Penguins have a -1 
scoring differential, with 56 total goals scored and 57 conceded. 

The teams meet Thursday for the third time this season. The Penguins 
won the previous matchup 4-3 in overtime. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Matthew Boldy has scored six goals with five 
assists for the Wild. Kirill Kaprizov has six goals and four assists over the 
past 10 games. 

Sidney Crosby has scored seven goals with 10 assists for the Penguins. 
Jake Guentzel has five goals and three assists over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 5-4-1, averaging two goals, 3.4 assists, 5.4 
penalties and 16.4 penalty minutes while giving up 1.8 goals per game. 

Penguins: 2-6-2, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.3 assists, 3.7 penalties and 7.7 
penalty minutes while giving up 3.5 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Wild: Ryan Hartman: out (upper-body). 

Penguins: Pierre-Olivier Joseph: day to day (lower-body). 
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Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury out with upper-body injury 

 

Dane Mizutani3-4 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

The Wild are more than a month into the season and they still can’t seem 
to catch a break. 

With various players already out of the lineup because of injuries, veteran 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury has been added to that growing list. He 
missed Wednesday’s practice with an upper-body injury and will not play 
in Thursday’s home game against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The upper-body injury occurred in Tuesday’s loss to the Predators in 
Nashville. Asked about the severity, coach Dean Evason said Fleury got 
evaluated by team doctors before Wednesday’s practice. He did not 
provide any details beyond that. 

“I don’t know,” Evason said shortly after getting off the ice. “I have not 
been downstairs (to the see the trainers) yet.” 

Though it’s unclear exactly how long Fleury will be out, Evason said the 
situation is serious enough that the Wild will call up a goaltender from the 
minors. It likely will be veteran Zane McIntyre as young Jesper Wallstedt, 
the Wild’s top prospect, still needs some seasoning with the Iowa Wild of 
the American Hockey League. 

It will be a significant blow to the Wild if Fleury has to miss an extended 
period of time. He has rounded into form as of late after a slow start to 
the season and currently has a 6-4-1 record this season to go a long with 
a 2.80 goals-against average and .906 save percentage. 

“I didn’t change my game,” Fleury said last week when asked about his 
turnaround. “Just got back on the ice and practiced.” 

In the meantime, Filip Gustavsson will step into the goal as the 
unquestioned starter for the Wild. He has a 1-3-1 record this season to 
go along with a 2.81 goals-against average and .914 save percentage. 
He earned a shutout in a 1-0 win over the Ducks last week before 
suffering a 3-2 shootout loss to the Sharks over the weekend. 

“He’s made some incredible saves,” Evason said of Gustavsson. “He’s 
held us in hockey games. He’s given us a chance every night he’s been 
in there. We feel very, very confident with him in the net.” 

As for Gustavsson, his confidence in himself has grown over the past 
couple of weeks, as well. He has worked tirelessly in practices and 
leaned heavily on Fleury throughout the process. 

“He’s so competitive out there on the ice,” Gustavsson said of Fleury. “If 
he sees me doing extra because I’m not playing that day, he stops by 
and wants to do it too just to compete a little bit more.” 

Now that Gustavsson could be filling in for Fleury for the foreseeable 
future, it would help if the Wild could bust out of their scoring slump. They 
haven’t been able to find the back of the net with any sort of regularity 
over the past week. Not that Gustavsson has any plans to change his 
game. 

“No, I don’t try to put more pressure on myself,” Gustavsson said when 
asked if the scoring slump impacts the way he approaches things. “I trust 
that my teammates are going to find a way to score a couple of goals. I 
just try and do my part. Then the rest will come.” 
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Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury out with upper-body injury 

 

Dane Mizutani3-4 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

The Wild are more than a month into the season and they still can’t seem 
to catch a break. 

With various players already out of the lineup because of injuries, veteran 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury has been added to that growing list. He 
missed Wednesday’s practice with an upper-body injury and will not play 
in Thursday’s home game against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The upper-body injury occurred in Tuesday’s loss to the Predators in 
Nashville. Asked about the severity, coach Dean Evason said Fleury got 
evaluated by team doctors before Wednesday’s practice. He did not 
provide any details beyond that. 

“I don’t know,” Evason said shortly after getting off the ice. “I have not 
been downstairs (to the see the trainers) yet.” 

Though it’s unclear exactly how long Fleury will be out, Evason said the 
situation is serious enough that the Wild will call up a goaltender from the 
minors. It likely will be veteran Zane McIntyre as young Jesper Wallstedt, 
the Wild’s top prospect, still needs some seasoning with the Iowa Wild of 
the American Hockey League. 

It will be a significant blow to the Wild if Fleury has to miss an extended 
period of time. He has rounded into form as of late after a slow start to 
the season and currently has a 6-4-1 record this season to go a long with 
a 2.80 goals-against average and .906 save percentage. 

“I didn’t change my game,” Fleury said last week when asked about his 
turnaround. “Just got back on the ice and practiced.” 

In the meantime, Filip Gustavsson will step into the goal as the 
unquestioned starter for the Wild. He has a 1-3-1 record this season to 
go along with a 2.81 goals-against average and .914 save percentage. 
He earned a shutout in a 1-0 win over the Ducks last week before 
suffering a 3-2 shootout loss to the Sharks over the weekend. 

“He’s made some incredible saves,” Evason said of Gustavsson. “He’s 
held us in hockey games. He’s given us a chance every night he’s been 
in there. We feel very, very confident with him in the net.” 
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As for Gustavsson, his confidence in himself has grown over the past 
couple of weeks, as well. He has worked tirelessly in practices and 
leaned heavily on Fleury throughout the process. 

“He’s so competitive out there on the ice,” Gustavsson said of Fleury. “If 
he sees me doing extra because I’m not playing that day, he stops by 
and wants to do it too just to compete a little bit more.” 

Now that Gustavsson could be filling in for Fleury for the foreseeable 
future, it would help if the Wild could bust out of their scoring slump. They 
haven’t been able to find the back of the net with any sort of regularity 
over the past week. Not that Gustavsson has any plans to change his 
game. 

“No, I don’t try to put more pressure on myself,” Gustavsson said when 
asked if the scoring slump impacts the way he approaches things. “I trust 
that my teammates are going to find a way to score a couple of goals. I 
just try and do my part. Then the rest will come.” 
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How the Wild told Mason Shaw he’s staying, and what the ripple effect 
could mean for Tyson Jost 

 

Joe Smith5-7 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

Mason Shaw was just finishing getting dressed in the visitor’s dressing 
room at Climate Pledge Arena in Seattle on Friday when Wild general 
manager Bill Guerin summoned the rookie winger to his office. 

Shaw was one game away from requiring waivers to get assigned to AHL 
Iowa, so he was a bit anxious. “For someone who has gotten sent down, 
that’s always a very nervous feeling,” he said. That made the following 
joke played by Guerin a beauty. 

Guerin welcomed Shaw into the office and then — in dramatic fashion — 
delivered the news. 

“We’re sending you to Iowa,” Guerin said. 

Guerin stopped for a lengthy pause. Shaw was stressed. 

“To pack up your stuff and find a place in Minnesota,” Guerin continued, 
smiling. 

Shaw was so relieved, excited, emotional. Likely to stick with the Wild for 
the rest of the season, he can move out of the hotel. He made it. 

But what did that pause by Guerin feel like? 

“It was too long,” Shaw said. “Longer than I would have liked.” 

“I got him good,” Guerin joked. 

The promotion for Shaw was deserved, and it is a big step for the 24-
year-old, who battled through three ACL surgeries to finally reach the 
NHL. Shaw’s first call that night was to his parents in Wainwright, Alberta, 
who were thrilled. 

“It’s absolutely something you dream about,” Shaw said. “You never 
know if you’re going to get to that point, so it’s definitely gratifying. 
Nothing changes for me, I’ll play the same game. I want to be part of this 
team.” 

So does Tyson Jost. 

But Shaw’s ascension — along with the eventual return of Jordan 
Greenway, who returned to practice Wednesday and the team hopes to 
have back in a week — could have a ripple effect on forwards like Jost. 

It’s been hard enough for Jost to crack the lineup. He’s expected to get a 
shot on the fourth line with Sam Steel and Marco Rossi on Thursday after 
being scratched the past three games, and it would be a very important 
audition for the former No. 10 pick. 

#mnwild lines 

Kaprizov-Gaudreau-Zuccarello 

Shaw-Dewar-Boldy 

Duhaime-Eriksson Ek-Foligno 

Steel-Rossi-Jost 

Looks like Jost will get a shot tomorrow with Beckman sitting. 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) November 16, 2022 

The Wild can’t have a player with a $2 million cap hit sitting in the press 
box, and while Jost hasn’t requested a trade, it wouldn’t be surprising if 
Guerin was at least exploring his options. 

“I think Tyson is a good player who is just trying to find his game,” Guerin 
told The Athletic. “He’s a hard worker and a good teammate.” 

The wait has been tough on Jost, who has tried to keep his typical 
positive attitude. 

“It definitely sucks,” he told The Athletic. “I want to be in the lineup. I’m 
already pretty hard on myself all the time. I feel I worked so hard. So it’s 
disappointing. It stinks. I want to be there with the guys, battling. It’s long 
days in your hotel room, disappointed in yourself. I’ve never been in this 
situation, but at the same time, you want to be a good teammate. I’m a 
pretty positive guy. I always want to make sure I have a smile on my 
face. Sometimes that’s hard. I just support the team, and I’ll be ready 
whenever that chance comes.” 

Jost’s first healthy scratch came against Ottawa on the team’s first road 
trip. Coach Dean Evason called him into his office and had a five-minute 
chat, and Jost looked downtrodden on his way out. 

“He said they wanted a little more bite in my game — that was about it,” 
Jost said. “I haven’t heard from Deano since.” 

For a Wild team that could desperately use secondary scoring — and 
center depth — Jost hasn’t brought much production, with just three 
points in his first 11 games. 

“I thought there were a few games where my timing was off,” Jost said. 
“Sometimes, I was overworking and I was losing my jump a little bit. My 
confidence was off, too, which probably didn’t help. I was just 
overthinking. I was kind of playing scared to make a mistake. You can’t 
really do that. I’ve got to learn from that.” 

Evason said they’ve talked with Jost, gone over video and tried to correct 
what has been missing. 

“We talked about our team as a whole — we need to have more bite and, 
again, it’s not an individual thing,” Evason said. “But because he hasn’t 
played six games, that is a factor — that we need him to do a lot of other 
things or otherwise (he won’t be) playing. 

“I think he’ll have as much energy as anybody tomorrow night.” 

Jost was coming off a rough summer, in which he told The Athletic he 
had some “dark days.” Having been traded by the eventual Cup 
champion Avalanche in March (for Nico Sturm), Jost had to watch his 
former teammates celebrate the championship. Then he received a 
number of mean-spirited messages on Instagram from Avs fans. 

Tyson Jost leads all NHL players with 5 points through 2 exhibition 
games 

Yesterday, the #mnwild forward opened up on his ‘very dark days’ 
following #Avalanche Stanley Cup win 

My Story>>> https://t.co/AyeuK6KoCd 
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— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) September 30, 2022 

Jost started to use a sports psychologist this past year and has been 
leaning on them — along with his family — recently. 

“At night, you sit there and are like, ‘OK, well when I get back, I’ll prove 
what I can do,'” Jost said. “I think I showed that in the preseason, I know 
what kind of player I am. I want to keep that confidence.” 
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Marc-Andre Fleury out with upper-body injury: How Wild will cope in net 
during his absence 

 

The Athletic Staff, Jake Leonard3-4 minutes 11/16/2022 

 

Minnesota Wild goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury suffered an upper-body 
injury in Tuesday’s game versus the Nashville Predators, Wild coach 
Dean Evason confirmed after practice Wednesday morning. Here’s what 
you need to know: 

Fleury was absent from practice on Wednesday. 

Evason said Fleury is being evaluated Wednesday and will not play 
Thursday against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Fleury has been placed on injured reserve, meaning he’s out at least a 
week. 

The Wild will call up a goaltender from AHL Iowa. 

Big news from #mnwild practice, but Marc-Andre Fleury has an upper 
body injury and is being evaluated today. Evason doesn’t know how long 
he’ll be out. Wild will recall a goalie from Iowa. 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) November 16, 2022 

Backstory 

The veteran netminder was acquired by the Wild at the trade deadline 
last season from the Chicago Blackhawks and signed a two-year, $7 
million extension with the Wild in the offseason. Fleury, 37, holds a 6-4-0-
1 record, a 2.80 goals-against average and a .906 save percentage so 
far this season. 

The Wild are 7-7-2 and fourth in the Central Division. 

What does this mean for the Wild? 

Filip Gustavsson will be the starter until Fleury is back, and he’s shown 
signs of being able to handle the job. He is 1-1-1 in his past three games 
with a .947 save percentage and a 1.64 goals-against average. 

Fleury had been excellent lately, too, 5-3 in his past eight games with a 
.937 save percentage and 1.75 GAA. 

The Wild will recall a goalie Wednesday. AHL Iowa’s goalies are Zane 
McIntyre (eight games of NHL experience) and top prospect Jesper 
Wallstedt (who spoke to The Athletic at length Tuesday). 

Sounds like it'd be Zane McIntyre who'd be getting the callup for #mnwild 
if needed here with Marc-Andre Fleury injury. He's played in eight NHL 
games with the Bruins. Obviously Gustavsson the starter for now. Fleury 
being evaluated 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) November 16, 2022 

What they’re saying 

Coach Dean Evason on if the injury is long-term: “Don’t know. He’s being 
evaluated this morning.” 

Evason on Gustavsson: “He’s played great. Would he like that second 
one (the tying goal Sunday in a shootout loss to the Sharks) back? Sure. 
That puck probably shouldn’t have gone in the net. I think if you asked 
him, of course. But other than that, he’s made incredible saves, held us 
in hockey games. He’s given us a chance every night that he’s been in 
there. We feel very, very confident with him in the net.” 
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Appleton out with wrist injury 

 

Mike McIntyre6-7 minutes 16/11/2022 

 

A freak injury is the latest blow to the forward depth of the Winnipeg Jets, 
who are really testing just how far the “next man up” mentality might take 
them. 

First, it was Nikolaj Ehlers, who has missed the last dozen games with a 
concerning lower-body injury and still has no timetable for a return. Then, 
it was Morgan Barron, who will be out at least a few more weeks after 
having wrist surgery. And now, it’s Mason Appleton, sidelined for the next 
two or three months after going under the knife Wednesday morning. 

Appleton was hurt Sunday in Seattle when Kraken defenceman Carson 
Soucy bodychecked him after the puck had already been dumped in. 
Appleton’s stick got caught in the glass, which wrenched his arm. 

John Froschauer / The Associated Press 

Jets forward Mason Appleton holds his wrist Sunday after getting injured 
in the Jets’ 3-2 win over the Kraken. 

“Hard to believe, right?” Jets head coach Rick Bowness said following 
Wednesday’s practice. “When he came in off the ice and talked to him, 
he couldn’t hold a stick, so right away you’re worried about that. It’s just 
unfortunate because he was playing very, very well, playing a lot of 
important minutes for the team and that line, doing a good job on the 
penalty kill. Those are important minutes that have to be replaced.” 

Appleton had moved up to the top line to play with Mark Scheifele and 
Kyle Connor after Ehlers was hurt in the second game of the season. He 
scored once and added five assists in 14 games. 

Now, veteran Sam Gagner is tasked with trying to fill that role, starting 
Thursday night when the Jets (9-4-1) begin a three-game homestand 
against the Anaheim Ducks (5-10-1). Game time is 7 p.m. 

“You have to be ready for anything,” Gagner said. “It’s a long season, 
there are going to be ups and downs, injuries, different things that 
happen. You have to prepare for any role. Whatever is asked of me, I’ll 
do. Hopefully, I’ll keep finding ways to help the team win.” 

The 33-year-old veteran of 981 regular-season games has scored three 
goals and added two assists in 14 games this year, primarily in a bottom-
six role while also getting some power-play time. His off-season signing, 
at a league minimum salary, is looking quite shrewd now. 

“(Gagner) has good offensive instincts and, listen, he knows his role. 
When we brought him in, he knew he was going to be moved around a 
little bit and this is part of that,” Bowness said. “Hopefully, he can read off 
(Scheifele and Connor) and make it work. We will see how it goes. We 
certainly have faith he will do a good job there.” 

The trickle down means players such as Dominic Toninato and Mikey 
Eyssimont, who began the season with the Manitoba Moose, will be in 
the lineup against the Ducks. Jansen Harkins, who was also sent to the 
AHL after training camp, is also back on Winnipeg’s roster and in the mix. 
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“It’s an opportunity for guys,” said forward Blake Wheeler. “It’s certainly 
not something you’re looking for, or looking forward to. Those are all 
guys that have had a big impact on our team and the success we’ve had 
so far this year. It’s disappointing to see guys go down. Like I said, I think 
there’s going to be guys in our lineup that are going to get a little jolt of 
energy because they’re adding responsibility.” 

There was a potentially positive development Wednesday on the Ehlers 
front. He skated on his own, prior to practice, for the first time since that 
Oct. 17 game in Dallas. There’s speculation he’s dealing with a groin 
issue, although the team hasn’t confirmed specifics of the ailment. 

“It’s status quo with him. It was a light skate and we will see how he feels 
(Thursday) coming in. That’s all I can tell you,” said Bowness. “It’s day to 
day with him now until we decide what’s the next step to take.” 

Defenceman Logan Stanley is also on the injured list after breaking a 
bone in his foot on Oct. 24. He has yet to resume skating. As the injuries 
mount, the possibility exists for Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff 
to test the waters of the NHL trade market. 

After a quiet stretch of just two games in the last eight days, the team 
begins a span Thursday when they’ll have 38 games over 75 nights. 
There should an extra buzz in the building, with both Teemu Selanne and 
Teppo Numminen present as they are inducted into the organization’s 
Hall of Fame. 

“The scheduling now, it gets crazy as of (Thursday). There won’t be 
another two-day break for a while,” said Bowness. “We’re home and the 
crowd here is always enthusiastic, great passionate fans we have, so 
that will give us a boost. We lost first place (Tuesday) night with Dallas 
moving ahead of us. We got to go back and go get it and go after them.” 

JETS ROOTING FOR BIG BLUE: The achievements of the Winnipeg 
Blue Bombers have not gone unnoticed by the hockey club. 

“Incredible accomplishment,” Wheeler said, as the Blue & Gold guns for 
a third straight Grey Cup championship this Sunday in Regina. “I’ve 
heard a little bit about some of the principles that they have, the type of 
culture they’ve built over there. It’s really impressive any time you’re able 
to compete for a championship, let alone three in a row. It’s a real 
testament to what you’ve built over there. We’re certainly big fans of 
theirs and will be cheering for them.” 

mike.mcintyre@freepress.mb.ca 

Twitter: @mikemcintyrewpg 

Mike McIntyre 

Mike McIntyre 

Sports columnist 

Mike McIntyre grew up wanting to be a professional wrestler. But when 
that dream fizzled, he put all his brawn into becoming a professional 
writer. 

   Read full biography 
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Jets lose Appleton for 8-12 weeks after wrist injury 

 

Scott Billeck9-11 minutes 17/11/2022 

 

Nov 16, 2022  •  10 hours ago  •  4 minute read 

Mason Appleton moved up to join high-scoring forwards Mark Scheifele 
and Kyle Connor when gifted and speedy winger Nikolaj Ehlers went 
down with an injury. Getty Images 

The Winnipeg Jets forward unit has been dealt another injury blow after 
the club confirmed Mason Appleton will miss the next 8-12 weeks with a 
wrist injury. 

Appleton underwent surgery on Wednesday morning to repair his wrist, 
hurt in a freak incident during Winnipeg’s 3-2 overtime win at the Seattle 
Kraken on Sunday. 

Appleton’s stick got jammed up in the cutout for the timekeeper near the 
penalty boxes at Climate Pledge Arena, twisting up the 26-year-old’s 
wrist after being taken out by Kraken blue-liner Carson Soucy — Soucy 
was issued a two-minute minor for interference. 

Appleton was in immediate pain. 

“When he came in off the ice and talked to him, he couldn’t hold a stick, 
so right away you’re worried about that,” Jets head coach Rick Bowness 
said. “It’s just unfortunate because he was playing very, very well, playing 
a lot of important minutes for the team and that line, doing a good job on 
the penalty kill. 

“Those are important minutes that have to be replaced.” 

The Jets are already reeling up front, down both Nikolaj Ehlers, who has 
missed 12 games and counting with a lower-body injury, and Morgan 
Barron, who had wrist surgery of his own earlier this month and isn’t 
expected back in the lineup until December. 

Defenceman Logan Stanley is also out of the lineup with a foot injury. 

Sam Gagner worked in Appleton’s spot at first-line right wing during 
Wednesday’s practice. 

“You have to be ready for anything,” Gagner said. “It’s a long season, 
there are going to be ups and downs, injuries, different things that 
happen. You have to prepare for any role. Whatever is asked of me, I’ll 
do. Hopefully, I’ll keep finding ways to help the team win.” 

Gagner has spelled Appleton at times early in the season on the first line 
with Mark Scheifele and Kyle Connor when the team has looked for an 
added jolt of offence. 

“They have a ton of skill,” Gagner said. “You want to support that. It’s 
important for me to skate and be available, get open, forecheck, all those 
different things – and make plays when they’re there. The way I play can 
help them. I have to focus on my game and getting it on the ice.” 

The 33-year-old veteran has a trio of goals and two helpers in 14 games. 
He is 19 games shy of 1,000 in his NHL career. 

Mikey Eyssimont, who was called up for Winnipeg’s two-game Pacific 
Division swing over the weekend, was working the right side on Adam 
Lowry’s third line, while Dominic Toninato drew in on the left side on the 
fourth. 

“He showed a lot of good, positive things in the Seattle clips, and he was 
in a lot of them,” Bowness said. “He’s fearless. He’s quick. He’s on the 
puck and he’s not afraid to shoot the puck, which we love. He was putting 
pucks on the net. And what he showed us during that game was that he 
was reliable without the puck. He was reliable defensively, he made a lot 
of good reads coming into our zone. And he more than did the job we 
expected him to do. Hopefully, that can continue.” 

The next-man-up mentality applies to the Jets at the moment, with the 
team sitting second in the Central Division with a 9-4-1 record through 
their first 14 games, one point adrift of the Dallas Stars with two games in 
hand. 

“It’s an opportunity for guys,” former captain Blake Wheeler said 
regarding the mounting injury toll. “There’s more ice time to go around. 
It’s certainly not something you’re looking for, or looking forward to. 
Those are all guys that have had a big impact on our team and the 
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success we’ve had so far this year. It’s disappointing to see guys go 
down. Like I said, I think there’s going to be guys in our lineup that are 
going to get a little jolt of energy because they’re adding responsibility.” 

Opportunity will extend to Winnipeg’s much-improved penalty kill, which 
Appleton played a massive role in. 

“Now we just move guys a little bit,” Bowness said. “We started with 
Adam (Lowry) and Mason and will probably move Axel (Jonsson-Fjallby) 
in there now and then come back with (David Gustafsson) and Saku 
(Maenalanen) sitting there. And (Dominic Toninato) will play (on 
Thursday) and (Blake Wheeler) and (Kyle Connor) and Mark (Scheifele) 
— they’ve all killed penalties.” 

Jansen Harkins, who was hit in the mouth with a puck on Saturday in the 
team’s 3-2 regulation loss to the Calgary Flames, was rotated in during 
line rushes but doesn’t figure to factor into the lineup when the Jets host 
the Anaheim Ducks at Canada Life Centre on Thursday to kick off a 
three-game homestand. 

Meanwhile, some good news came when Ehlers took to the ice for the 
first time in just under a month, skating with the team’s head strength and 
condition trainer Jake Wolff prior to the team taking to the ice for practice. 

Still, there is no timetable for Ehlers’ return, according to Bowness. 

“We will see how it feels (on Thursday),” the 67-year-old said. “It’s status 
quo with him. It was a light skate and we will see how he feels (Thursday) 
coming in. That’s all I can tell you. It’s day-to-day with him now until we 
decide what’s the next step to take?” 

sbilleck@postmedia.com 

Twitter: @scottbilleck 
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How Jets’ improved communication has led to better results: Brenden 
Dillon Q&A 

 

Murat Ates11-14 minutes 17/11/2022 

 

There are few players who can articulate the how or the why of hockey 
as well as Brenden Dillon can. 

That’s why I was so surprised at the end of last season when I asked him 
why Winnipeg was struggling on defence and he bookended his 
response with confusion and uncertainty. 

“I don’t know,” Dillon said in April. “I think we’ve kind of incorporated 
some new system changes if you will, where there’s obviously an 
adjustment period, but I think at Game 70 or 71, we’re really trying to 
buckle down. I think that’s, for our team, for our game, when we can play 
well defensively, when we can limit those … I mean we’ve got one of the 
best goalies in the world so the offence takes care of itself. I think there’s 
just a bunch of different factors that go into it that, for us, whether it’s 
communication or just … Yeah. I don’t know.” 

It was the sort of uncertainty bordering on exasperation that underpinned 
so much of the Jets’ struggles at the time. 

Those struggles have been talked about (and talked about … and talked 
about). They’re in the past now. With the Jets off to a 9-4-1 start and 
carrying the NHL’s fourth best points percentage, Dillon is as articulate 
and illuminating to talk to as ever. Dillon spoke to The Athletic in a long 
and candid conversation Wednesday that covered everything from Blake 
Wheeler’s response to the loss of captaincy to Mark Scheifele’s 
integration of young players to the current state of the dressing room. We 

also got into systems play, Dillon’s views on the perception of Winnipeg 
around the league and much more. 

As for how the Jets have improved so much through 14 games of the 
season, Dillon says it’s about communication, trust and the sometimes 
very subtle ways the Jets have shown each other that they matter. Here 
is the stalwart defenceman opening up on all things Jets. 

Do you prefer to be a front-runner that everybody talks about or would 
you rather be the guy no one sees coming? 

I like to be the guy that nobody sees coming. I think a lot of guys on this 
team are probably wired that way. Last year, there were a lot of 
expectations. This year, there are a lot of expectations too but I think 
maybe how we were viewed by the league, by everybody, perceived in 
the media, or even the fans if they had lower expectations for us this 
year. But I think everybody knew what the bar was and I think we just 
kind of wanted to go about it in a quiet, unassuming sort of way. 

I think the perception was there is a troubled room. But what I’ve heard is 
that right from Banff, it’s been clear: No matter who you are, you need to 
have a voice on this team. 

Yeah, that’s exactly what happened. I mean, Bones (Rick Bowness) 
came in and made that leadership change and I think it’s a credit to 
Wheels, how he’s handled it. It can kind of go in two ways with that, 
right? You can be a negative, grumpy guy who is pissed off or you can 
go the other way and be a good teammate and try to help the next crop 
of young guys to feel important — to feel like they’re a big part of the 
team — and I think Wheels has done exactly that. 

Just look at his line. He’s playing with Cole Perfetti and I feel like if you 
were to talk to Fetts, he’d say he’s able to talk to Wheels. Whether that’s 
power play stuff, five-on-five things or life away from hockey … That’s 
just one example but I think we have that for 25 guys. Maybe that doesn’t 
show up every day in the sense of being on the ice but when you’re with 
guys for 200, 250 days a year and you feel like you can sit down at 
breakfast and talk about how their day was or what’s up, who’s in town … 
It just makes things a lot easier when everyone can get along and feel 
like they are important, it only helps in terms of your team. 

On that note. At practice today I saw Mark Scheifele playing games with 
Jansen Harkins or, say, after practice was done he was making passes 
to set up Saku Maenalanen for a shot. This is the kind of thing I’ve seen 
you do with young players as well. What does it mean for you to see 
everyone included like this? 

It’s exactly what I feel … In the new NHL, you’re going to have young 
players that need to acclimate. You’re going to have older guys like the 
Sam Gagners who are chipping in and sharing their experience — 
whether that’s their view on certain plays or just hockey in general. A lot 
of things have changed. There are different teams and different styles of 
play. For young players that come in — and I’ve been there, all of us 
veteran players have been there — it’s tough to have a voice. But you 
need all six defencemen — seven, eight defencemen, sometimes. You 
need all 13, 14 forwards. And if you’re the 14th forward and you don’t feel 
like you’re a big part of the team, when you get in the lineup, you’re 
probably going to show that. 

I think that was the message: We wanted everyone to feel that they’re a 
big part of this team whether you play five minutes or 20 minutes. I think 
after practice, when you see guys like Mark Scheifele … You know, Saku 
Maenalanen has been back in Finland watching (Scheifele) and seeing 
his highlights for probably the last couple of years. And I think it means a 
lot. Maybe he won’t say that to Scheif but I think, when he’s driving 
home, it’s like, “You know what? I just had a great practice today. Scheif 
was helping me with my stickhandling or my shot.” Or whatever the case 
may be. I think that goes a long way. 

I wanted to ask a little bit about systems and I wanted to use you as an 
example for it. I feel like you’ve had a strong season so far and I wonder 
if the improved structure is something that helps your game quite a bit. 
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I really appreciate that. I think it’s just been a situation where it’s been 
black and white. We as the defencemen know what the left winger and 
the centreman are supposed to do. Where they’re supposed to go. And 
they know where us as the D are supposed to be. And by no means has 
it been perfect this year. I think we’ve had our kinks early and yet we’re 
only 14, 15 games into the year, so hopefully it will only get better. 

I think Bones said earlier that he wants all four lines — when they don’t 
have the puck — to look the same, no matter how skilled or offensively 
talented they are. I think that’s so true. Defensively, when you have that 
structure, you can have that confidence that you’re not going to be one-
on-one with Nathan MacKinnon or one-on-one with Connor McDavid — 
it’s just not gonna work. And I think for myself and Schmidty (Nate 
Schmidt), it’s been a lot of fun too. We’ve been building that chemistry. I 
think, from Day 1 of training camp, the focus has been defence, defence 
defence. I think our forwards have seen that it hasn’t taken away their 
offence. If anything, it’s only helped it. So it’s been a nice thing that 
they’ve got that success while playing well defensively. 

From Day 1 of camp, we’ve been able to see clear structure. 
Forechecking. Neutral zone defence. Set faceoff plays. All of these things 
that show more planning and a ton of organization. That’s a lot, though, 
isn’t it? How do you implement all that? 

Well, there’s just a plan for everything, really. Whether that’s video or the 
practice time … I think just the communication of it all. You know, we 
talked earlier about us as a team communicating. I think us as players 
wanted that from the coaching side too and we’ve got that this year. I 
think it’s been whether — as you said, faceoff plays, neutral zone, 
forechecking — there’s no question mark in regard to “Hey, what am I 
supposed to do on this play?” It’s been laid out for us. And it’s not just 
Bones. It’s been Scott Arniel. Marty Johnston has done a great job. I 
think everyone is relaying the messages that they want to. Whether that’s 
our first line or our fourth line or guys coming in and out of the lineup, 
guys are on the same page. As you’ve seen, when guys come in, we’re 
making sure all five guys know what we’re doing on every play. 

When things do go wrong, for me it seems like it’s usually at your guys’ 
blue line. Players trying to break out but turning pucks over. How have 
you gone about cleaning that up? 

I think just talking about it. The communication. I keep saying that word 
but it’s been so huge for us. When you’re a highly skilled player or you’re 
a super offensive team like we can be and we want to be, the simple 
things like just chipping the puck out of the zone as opposed to trying to 
make that extra play … It goes a long way. Like we don’t realize how fast 
we are. We don’t realize how hard we are to play against when the puck 
is bobbling for a defenceman or they have to turn around and go get it. 

As defencemen, we’ve tried to stress this year: “Hey guys, we play 
against you in practice all year. It’s hard.” And I think when we start to 
see the success we gain from those little plays — from those chips off 
the boards, from not turning it over … And we’ve seen video this year too 
of the best players in the world doing it right. We played Colorado early 
on and Mikko Rantanen, he’s chipping, forechecking, hitting the 
defenceman and turning the puck over. It’s Valeri Nichushkin. It’s Nathan 
MacKinnon. It’s not just certain guys. There’s a time and a place for sure 
where those guys can make those saucers or the skilled plays. But I 
think, especially early on in games, when you’re trying to build 
momentum, everyone’s first couple shifts there’s been an emphasis: no 
turnovers. Let’s make the simple play. Let’s get our legs into it. Get a hit. 
Get in on the forecheck. I think we’ve been harder to play against 
because of that. 

Last one. I’ve made a habit of writing things like “The defencemen need 
the forwards to come back — that makes everything work.” But I want to 
flip that for a second and ask about the trust that’s built when you guys 
are jumping up into the play and now the forwards can trust that, “Hey, 
we have that second wave of attack.” I wonder if that makes it almost 
easier for them to commit to going back and things like that because 
everything is connected. 

Connected is another good word for us. When we have our video 
sessions and when we’re talking amongst our group, it’s about staying 
connected. At the end of the day, it’s all five guys on the ice. In all three 
zones, it’s so important. If you have a forecheck, you have three forwards 
working their butts off to get in. If the puck goes around and your 
defenceman doesn’t get up in the rush or work to get up there and help 
the forecheck, then the other team still breaks out of the zone. If you 
come into the D-zone and four guys work back and they’re back there but 
their fifth guy beats our fifth guy up the ice, it doesn’t work. It’s the same 
sort of thing. 

We’re being asked to be aggressive. We’re being asked to get up in the 
rush — whether that’s offensively or more for gaps, whatever the case 
may be. There are going to be plays where pucks bobble or a guy falls 
down or there’s a breakdown. Things happen, but if guys are working 
back and have that mentality to stay connected and to be working and 
applying pressure, it usually makes up for those mistakes. And I think 
that’s just a trust thing, too. We’re trying to build: “Hey guys, we’re gonna 
ask our D to stay up. Forwards have got to come back.” Or, “Forwards, 
we’re going to ask you to work your butt off on the forecheck and it might 
not be easy all the time but our D are going to help us get that back in the 
O-zone.” I think that’s just been a trust thing both ways. We see the 
success we have when we’re doing it. It’s hard to break habits 
sometimes, for all of us. You know, we’re all guilty of doing things. But if 
we can have more of the positive than the negative, hopefully we can 
stay in the spot we’re in. 
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The death of NHL slap shots: Why players are abandoning hockey’s 
signature offensive weapon 

 

Fluto Shinzawa9-11 minutes 17/11/2022 

 

In the 1980s and 1990s, on the occasions when Ray Ferraro roamed the 
ice at the same time as Al Iafrate, the forward was always on high alert. 
At any moment, Iafrate was a threat to bomb a slap shot that could cave 
in Ferraro’s helmet, to say nothing of whistling past the helpless goalie. 

“It was high. Or low. And hard,” recalls Ferraro, now an ESPN analyst. “It 
was just erratic enough that it scared the heck out of everybody.” 

Things have changed.  

The one-timer remains a critical offensive tool. Goalies do not enjoy 
tracking a cross-ice pass, fighting to see a shot through traffic and getting 
in front of a rocket. 

The standalone slap shot, though, has become a fossil. The maneuver, 
once so signature to hockey that it is the title of the sport’s definitive 
movie, is on its way out. 

“It’s like an old skate save that goalies used to make,” says Ferraro. “It 
just doesn’t happen.” 

Why? The Athletic took that question to players, coaches and analysts. 

No time to breathe 

In 2009-10, the NHL started tracking shots by type. That season, players 
launched 17,490 slap shots. The Blackhawks led all teams with 924. 
Duncan Keith was atop the Chicago roster with 163. 

By 2021-22, the total number had plummeted to 10,693. The Panthers 
recorded a league-high 518, led by Aaron Ekblad’s 78. 

The per-game decline in slap shots has been consistent over that stretch: 
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The league does not break out one-timers within the slap shots category. 
But if they have remained roughly static, the decline in standalone slap 
shots would figure to be even more drastic. 

It is somewhat ironic that the league began tracking shot types the same 
season Chicago won the first of its three most recent Stanley Cup 
championships. You could argue that the Blackhawks initiated the 
caffeinated, skill-forward style of today’s NHL. It may have been that as 
most of their opponents were transitioning to modern hockey, the 
Blackhawks were taking advantage of their speed and touch to rip off 
uncontested slap shots. 

Thirteen seasons later, Keith, Brent Seabrook (91 slap shots) and Dustin 
Byfuglien (89) would probably not have the time to reach for the rafters 
and let their clappers fly. By the moment they completed their 
backswings, an opponent would have filled the shooting lane or closed to 
prevent the shot altogether. 

“Part of the evolution of the game is pressure on the puck,” says 
Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan. “Most teams are playing some sort of a 
pressure format or pressure system. Usually that’s going to limit time and 
space on the puck carrier. So in a lot of instances, there might not be an 
opportunity to take the time for a big windup and a bomb from the blue 
line, for example.” 

The explosion of speed, in other words, has collided with coaching to 
reduce the timeliness of shot generation. Coaches have made reloading, 
closing on the puck and occupying shooting lanes non-negotiable action 
items. How the turbocharged tempo of the game has touched play away 
from the puck is not something Ferraro originally anticipated. 

“When the speed of the game started to pick up and they changed the 
hooking rules and all of that, I thought it was going to open up offense,” 
Ferraro says. “What I didn’t realize was how much of an advantage it was 
going to be to the defense — how much the speed of the game would 
take away time of the offense. I didn’t see that. I just thought more goals, 
more plays. But you’ve got to think, ‘Well, if they don’t have the puck, 
they can still skate super-fast.’” 

Keith excelled at the rapid lock-and-load technique of releasing slap 
shots. There were times he got enough steam behind his shot without a 
full backswing. 

Most players, however, need more time to initiate their windup and 
generate enough power to make a slap shot worthwhile. Freedom to do 
so is not an abundant resource. 

“They defend so quickly now that you don’t have as much time to let the 
big slapper go,” says Bruins coach Jim Montgomery. “People are on top 
of you. So you’ve got to be able to release pucks quicker. Also, to beat 
goalies when they’re moving east-west, you can’t beat them if you hold it 
and let a big slapper go. You’ve got to try and find holes. That’s why you 
see a lot of pucks go in east-west under the arms. Because goalies can’t 
get square.” 

Precision tool 

In the old days, when wood was still the material of choice for hockey 
sticks, only the exceptional could master the art of snapping accurate 
wristers. The telephone poles players wielded were not exactly precision 
instruments. 

“If you were 35 feet away, you couldn’t score on a wrist shot unless you 
were Brett Hull. Or somebody of that nature. You just couldn’t,” Ferraro 
says. “Because they’re all using wooden sticks or two-piece sticks.” 

The revolution in stick technology has made the wrist shot, in some 
ways, far more dangerous than the slap shot. Composite sticks are 
lighter than wood. The trend is toward lightweight sticks with whippy, 
bendy shafts. Every NHL player has a customized curve straight from the 
factory. Fourth-liners regularly load up their sticks and go bar down. 

“Now, the technology allows guys to score from 30 feet,” Ferraro says. 
“You’ve still got to get it by the goalies, who are bigger and better. But 
you can actually score. You can get it up there, under the bar. When you 

were shooting with a wooden stick, you couldn’t do that. It was a waste of 
time.” 

It is not just a matter of technology. More and more NHL players are 
working with skills coaches, both during the season and in the summers. 
Such instructors make a living by identifying niches.  

Performance coach Darryl Belfry, for example, counts Patrick Kane and 
Auston Matthews among his clients. The two forwards thrive on 
deception with their wrist shots. No such trickery is possible with a slap 
shot. 

“When you take a slap shot, you can’t change the angle of the shot,” 
says Bruins defenseman Charlie Coyle, who has zero slappers on 27 
shots through 16 games in 2022-23. “When you’re taking a wrist shot or 
a snap shot, you can drag it. You can pull it in. You can pull it out. A slap 
shot, it’s just there. It’s there on the same line, and you’re just trying to 
power it. You’re not changing the angle. A lot of times the goalie comes 
out, he’s getting big for it. It doesn’t matter how fast it is. Usually, it’s just 
going to hit him, unless you’re that accurate with your shot. He knows it’s 
coming.” 

It used to be that the goalie who knew the handedness of each opposing 
shooter was an anomaly. Now, puck-stopping prescouts have advanced 
to the point where goalies know whether a forward uses black or white 
tape, what kind of curve he has and the location of his preferred release. 
A straightforward slap shot, then, has become a simple thing to stop. 

“The goalies are so good at reading it off your stick,” says Pittsburgh 
forward Danton Heinen, who has zero slap shots through 16 games. “If 
there’s a little bit of time and they can see you wind up, they’re going to 
be able to read it a lot of the time and see where it’s going. The quicker 
you get it off, you can disguise it a bit. Maybe that’s what guys are going 
for more.” 

Through traffic 

The threat of a screaming slap shot off the sticks of Iafrate or Al MacInnis 
or Shea Weber used to send opponents scurrying for safe ice. But now, 
even a 100-mph sizzler thuds off a shin pad without leaving a mark. Just 
about everybody wears a visor. Blocking shots has become safer. 

Better equipment is aligning with in-zone philosophy. It isn’t good enough 
anymore to have one player occupying a shooting lane. Teams 
emphasize multiple perimeters of protection, especially those that 
practice zone defense. 

“There’s layers of defense,” Sullivan says. “There’s layers of shot blocks. 
Sometimes the best play is just a quick release that allows you to get the 
puck down to the net before those layers actually get into place to block 
shots and make it a whole lot more difficult to get it to the net.” 

In fact, a wayward slap shot could even turn into an opposing rush 
chance. Think of a forward who closes on a shooter and gets a shin pad 
in front of a slap shot. If he blocks the puck right, his momentum could be 
a launchpad toward a breakaway opportunity. 

So in that way, most shooters will select the accuracy and control of a 
wrist shot. Because of how good goalies have become, scoring a goal 
isn’t always the reason behind a shot from distance. 

“Those quick wristers are the new way of getting shots through,” says 
Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm. “You want to have a look to see 
who’s in front before you shoot it. Sometimes when I take slap shots, it’s 
not as easy to look up.” 

After 16 games, Lightning star center Steven Stamkos has 28 slap shots, 
two off Mika Zibanejad’s league-leading pace. Stamkos has scored on 
four of those slappers. All four were via one-timers. None was a straight 
slap shot. 

The days of kids blasting slap shots in the driveway, then, may be over. 
It’s practically a waste of time. 
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“They’ll do it because it looks fun and it’s cool. They’ll learn it by 
themselves,” Ferraro says of young players. “But there’s no reason, 
really, to teach that.” 
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NHL99: Gilbert Perreault’s style brought ‘magic’ to the life of young 
Wayne Gretzky 

 

Matthew Fairburn15-19 minutes 17/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In 1970, 9-year-old Wayne Gretzky went to an NHL exhibition game with 
his father. The Pittsburgh Penguins made Brantford, Ontario, their 
training camp home in those days, and they were hosting the expansion 
Buffalo Sabres in a preseason game. Gretzky’s father, Walter, had 
simple instructions for young Wayne. 

“You watch that No. 11 play,” Gretzky’s father, told him. 

That No. 11 was Gilbert Perreault, who had recently been picked No. 1 
as the Sabres’ first-ever draft choice. He was 20 years old and fresh off a 
121-point season with the Montreal Junior Canadiens. On Oct. 4, 1970, 
which may have been forgettable for many in attendance, Perreault 
captured the imagination of a boy who would go on to become the 
greatest hockey player who ever lived. 

Now 61, Gretzky recalled by phone the vivid memory of watching 
Perreault fly down the ice in the Sabres’ blue and gold sweater. 

“He was better than even my dad told me about,” Gretzky told The 
Athletic. “He was pretty special. The way he skated, the way he played, 
the way he handled the puck. There was no question he was the best 
player on the ice and he was only 20 years old. 

“It was like magic. I was like, ‘Oh my gosh, I’ve never seen anything like 
it.’” 

That day began Gretzky’s infatuation with Perreault. Gordie Howe was 
Gretzky’s favorite player growing up. He still says Howe is the greatest to 
ever play the game. But Perreault wasn’t far behind Howe on Gretzky’s 
list of favorites. He often told his dad if he couldn’t wear Howe’s No. 9, he 
wanted to wear Perreault’s No. 11. 

Living in Brantford, less than two hours from Buffalo, Gretzky could get 
Sabres games on television and on the radio. He remembers watching 
Ted Darling call games on Channel 7. When his dad made him go to bed 
early, he allowed Wayne to continue listening to the game on the radio. 
He loved it when the Sabres were playing late on the West Coast 
because he could listen to Rick Jeanneret call the game when he 
couldn’t fall asleep. 

“They were fun to watch,” Gretzky said. “At that time, the Flyers were a 
tough team. The Sabres were trying to be this finesse team. My dad 
would always say to me, ‘We need the Sabres to win because we need 
finesse back in hockey. It will be good for you and your career.’ So I 
became a huge Sabres fan. 

“It goes back to Punch Imlach. He made the Buffalo Sabres. He drafted 
Gilbert, got Richard Martin, got Rene Robert, Jim Schoenfeld, Roger 
Crozier, and Tim Horton. I can still remember thinking, ‘Gosh, I wish one 
day I could wear that Buffalo Sabre jersey.’ It was amazing. When you’re 

a kid you dream, right? That’s the best thing about being a kid you dream 
about things that you love.” 

Gretzky was more than just a fan. He was already a student, absorbing 
the tricks of all the game’s greatest stars like a sponge and trying them 
out in his own game. In Perreault, he saw something he’d rarely ever 
seen. The way he carried the puck from end to end was unusual in that 
era. Gretzky had never seen someone pass the blue line with a head of 
steam and come to a stop to dish the puck to his wingers the way 
Perreault did. He had a playing style like Gretzky before Gretzky. 

“Let me tell you something,” Gretzky said. “He was way better than I 
was.” 

Gretzky remembers the first time he tried stopping just across the blue 
line the way Perreault did. He was 11 years old, and his youth hockey 
coach hollered at him, wondering what he was doing. Gretzky’s defense 
was simple. 

“Well, Gilbert Perreault does it,” he said. 

This wasn’t just a boyhood fandom for Gretzky, either. He still speaks 
about Perreault in reverential tones all these years later. When he was in 
his second year in the NHL, already one of the best players in the 
league, Gretzky’s dad brought him a pair of Daoust skates and urged 
Wayne to wear them. 

“I can’t wear these skates,” Wayne told him. 

“Gilbert Perreault wears these skates and he’s the best skater in hockey,” 
his dad said. “They’re good enough for him and he might be the best 
skater I’ve ever seen.” 

“OK, Dad, I’ll try them,” Wayne conceded. 

He wore the skates for the next three years. Even as he piled up points 
and put together the greatest career in hockey history, Gretzky’s dad 
would chide him, “Why can’t you skate like Gilbert Perreault?” 

When Gretzky became teammates with Lee Fogolin and Danny Gare in 
Edmonton, he quizzed the former Sabres about what it was like playing 
with Perreault. 

In 1981, Gretzky got to play for Team Canada in the Canada Cup. He 
centered a line with Perreault on one wing and Guy LaFleur on the other. 
He ran to phone his dad with the news right after the first practice. 

“You don’t realize what an honor it was,” Gretzky said. “It was one of the 
greatest days of my life. I was a kid. I’m a hockey fan like other kids. 
More importantly, as good as they are on the ice, they were both even 
nicer off the ice. I was 19 years old and they treated me like an equal. It 
was unreal. I couldn’t even imagine how nice they were.” 

One day he was a 9-year-old kid in awe at what Perreault could do on 
the ice. Just over a decade later, he was centering his line and scared to 
death. 

“I was so nervous the first day,” Gretzky said. “He just looked at me and 
said, ‘Kid, don’t worry about it.’ 

“I got to know Gilbert and he’s an unreal man. God bless him. Good for 
Buffalo, they couldn’t have gotten a better icon. He’s so nice. As a kid 
growing up when you idolize somebody and they are nicer than you think 
they are, there’s nothing better right?” 

Those in Buffalo got to know that feeling well. Danny Gare is a man of 
many words, but he needs only one to describe Perreault. 

“Franchise,” Gare said. 

Added Mike Foligno: “He was a master of this sport.” 

The Sabres have had other superstars throughout their history, but as 
Gare put it, “Gilbert built the franchise.” 

Buffalo needed a bit of good fortune to even have a chance to draft him 
in 1970. When the NHL expanded to 12 teams, it did away with the 
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territorial rights rule that allowed the Montreal Canadiens to get first pick 
of the French-Canadian-born players. That rule didn’t bear much fruit for 
Montreal over the years, but Perreault, who had a dazzling career for the 
Montreal Junior Canadiens, would have been an easy choice. 

In his final year with the Montreal Junior Canadiens, Perreault had 159 
points in 70 games, including the playoffs. Those Junior Canadians 
teams regularly drew crowds of 18,000, and Perreault was an attraction. 
That’s why he was a perfect selection at No. 1 overall for the expansion 
Sabres in 1970. 

“He was a slam dunk, there’s no question,” said Ian Turnbull, Perreault’s 
teammate on the 1969-70 Junior Canadiens. “What I remember is 
standing behind the net, setting the puck up for him, and letting him go. 
He’d come around with a head of steam and go through the whole team 
and then we’d meet at center ice for the faceoff.” 

Perreault’s ability to carry the puck end-to-end became a sight to behold 
at the Memorial Auditorium in Buffalo, but only because of the lucky spin 
of a wheel. The Vancouver Canucks were entering the league at the 
same time, and the teams spun a wheel to determine who would get the 
first pick. If the wheel landed on a number between one and 10, the 
Canucks would get the pick. If it was a number between 11 and 20, the 
pick would go to the Sabres. It teetered on the edge of 10 and 11 before 
landing on 11, which became Perreault’s jersey number. 

“If they hadn’t gotten him, who knows where this team would have ended 
up?” former Sabres coach Floyd Smith said. 

As Gretzky put it, “It was better for hockey he went to Buffalo. In the area 
of Buffalo and Rochester and Syracuse, he made hockey there. Even if 
the Sabres were losing, you wanted to watch him play.” 

Those No. 11 jerseys are still a popular game-day garment in Buffalo, 
which quickly became a vibrant hockey market because of what 
Perreault and his teammates did. Perreault, who didn’t speak much 
English his first few years in the league, wasn’t one to seek the spotlight. 
But when he had the puck, the energy in the arena shifted. 

“People would stand when he got the puck,” said Paul Wieland, the 
Sabres’ original public relations chief and practice goalie in the 1970s. 
“He was probably the most dynamic player the Sabres ever had.” 

Perreault comes in at No. 68 on The Athletic’s list of the greatest players 
of the post-expansion era. In Smith’s estimation, “That’s not being very 
nice to him.” 

He scored 512 goals and had 814 assists for 1,326 points in 1,191 
games, all with the Sabres. He was the sixth-leading scorer in NHL 
history at the time of his retirement. He’s still 24th all-time in points per 
game and remains the Sabres’ all-time leading scorer. Getting that type 
of production from the first pick of an expansion franchise was pivotal to 
building a generation of hockey fans. 

“To get a player of his stature coming out of junior was really important to 
the franchise,” Wieland said. “Before he even played he was a seminal 
figure with the Sabres.” 

It’s hard to imagine a player with Perreault’s numbers being 
underappreciated, but those who were around him feel that’s the case. 
Even as he became more comfortable speaking English, Perreault was 
always quick to deflect attention. He willingly shared his stardom with his 
linemates, Rick Martin and Rene Robert. The three of them, known as 
the French Connection, ended up more famous as a collective than any 
one individual. They stand together as a statue outside the Sabres’ 
arena. Their jerseys hang together in the rafters. 

Perreault is the only one of the three who ended up in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame. Ask anyone who played with them and they’ll say Perreault made 
that line go. 

“He could have scored a lot more goals if he wanted to be selfish,” Smith 
said. “He moved the puck and he moved it well. He’s one of the few 
players in the league who could come down the ice full speed and make 
those plays.” 

Gare remembers a season in which he scored 50 goals, and Perreault 
pulled him aside. 

“‘Danny, stay around 40 because when you get 50, they’ll want 60,’” 
Gare recalled Perreault saying in jest. 

Those quips from Perreault are treasured memories for his old 
teammates. He wasn’t a boisterous personality in public. He could hardly 
go anywhere in Buffalo without being recognized, but he wasn’t always 
comfortable with that dynamic. In the dressing room and at team outings, 
Perreault’s personality came alive. 

“If we were all together, that was heaven for him,” former Sabres 
defenseman Larry Playfair said. “When he was with his teammates, he 
was in his glory.” 

Perreault’s Elvis impression is the stuff of legend, and he wasn’t shy 
about letting it out when the team got together. 

“We’d go on the road and he would do karaoke because nobody knew 
who he was and he liked that,” Gare said. 

Perreault may not have realized it, but most of his teammates were in 
awe of him. When Gare arrived in Buffalo before the 1974-75 season, he 
remembers his father writing him a letter and telling him to ask Perreault 
for tips to improve his deking abilities. Gare hardly felt worthy of asking 
Perreault for his advice when he still felt like he wanted his autograph. 

“Finally, in January or February, I had made a bit of a mark and had 20 
goals as a rookie, so after practice at the Aud one day I went up to him 
and said, ‘Gilbert, do you think you could help me with my deking and 
how you move the puck?’” Gare recalled. “In his beautiful French accent, 
he said, ‘Danny, I don’t know how I do them, I just do them.’” 

Playfair got to Buffalo in 1978 and didn’t know a single player on the 
team. He remembers grabbing breakfast at his first training camp and 
looking around wondering where to sit. Perreault called him over to his 
table, where he was sitting with Jim Schoenfeld and Jerry Korab. 

“It was as awesome as you would imagine,” Playfair said. “I went upstairs 
right away and called my parents to tell them.” 

Foligno marveled at Perreault’s conditioning and wondered how he 
stayed as fresh at the end of a game as he was at the start. Foligno 
would later learn why. The two lived a couple of miles apart. Foligno 
remembers seeing Perreault jogging late at night with a trash bag 
underneath his clothes to induce more sweat. He ran in the darkness to 
avoid getting stopped for autographs. 

“Nobody knew that, and unless you saw it for yourself, you couldn’t 
believe it,” said Foligno, who remains friends with Perreault. 

Even his coaches didn’t know exactly what to make of Perreault, who 
brought intensity and competitiveness to practice. When Smith got to 
Buffalo, he was helping Punch Imlach as a coach. On the first day of 
training camp, Smith and Imlach were standing along the boards 
watching Perreault go through drills when Smith turned to Imlach and 
wondered: “How do you coach this guy? I’ve never seen anybody like 
him.” 

“You couldn’t give him enough ice time,” Smith said. “He wanted it badly.” 

Added Playfair: “I think he must have wondered why the rest of us 
couldn’t do some of the things he could do because he could do stuff so 
easily. He always worked hard in practice. He never floated through a 
practice. He always gave you his best.” 

At a time when physicality reigned supreme in the NHL, Perreault played 
an elegant game based on his stick-handling skill and skating ability. But 
he was no pushover. He had the size to go with his skill. 

“They allowed us to get close to a player and put your stick around a guy 
and slow him down,” Playfair said. “Some guys looked like they were 
water-skiing hanging onto a guy like Perreault.” 
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Smith remembers Perreault as a player willing to go into the corners. He 
wasn’t looking for fights, but he never shied away from contact. 

“The roughness didn’t bother him,” Smith said. “He played through all 
that stuff and they were afraid to commit themselves to him, a lot of 
players because he would go right by them.” 

Despite that dazzling skill, Perreault never thought of himself as bigger 
than anyone on the team. That was true even in junior, when he had 
more than two points per game, won championships, and was a 
consensus No. 1 pick. And it remained the case during his years in 
Buffalo. 

“I was able to play a sport that I love for many years,” Perreault said in 
his Hall of Fame acceptance speech. “I played the best I could, but I 
played in the best city in the world.” 

That is his legacy. He was a wonderful teammate who helped make 
things work for what was one of the great lines in hockey history. He 
piled up points as one of the most productive players of his era. He 
helped lift an expansion franchise to a Stanley Cup Final appearance. 
And he enjoyed plenty of success on the international stage. Through it 
all, though, Perreault was the same quiet, humble guy he was when he 
got to Buffalo as a 20-year-old. 

He never lost his edge, either. On a February night in 1982, Gretzky 
came to Buffalo within striking distance of Phil Esposito’s single-season 
goal record. Along with it, came the cameras and fanfare. Gretzky scored 
a hat trick to get the record. Not to be outdone, Perreault had a hat trick 
of his own. 

“You talk about a challenge,” Foligno said. “That was probably the most 
pressure-packed game we had all year. Here you have one incredibly 
talented star accepting the challenge of another.” 

“I don’t think Gil ever thought he was a star,” Smith added. “I really don’t.” 

Gretzky knew it, though. And before he captured the hearts and minds of 
Buffalo hockey fans, Perreault left a mark on the greatest to ever do it on 
that fateful day in Brantford and for many days after that. 

“I don’t think people realize how good he was,” Gretzky said. “He was so 
good.” 
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Police get 33 new tips after initial arrest of Zvi Levran, Michigan ‘Hockey 
Doc’ 

 

The Athletic Staff, Katie Strang6-7 minutes 17/11/2022 

 

Farmington Hills (Mich.) Police have received 33 new tips reporting 
suspicious or potentially criminal incidents since the initial arrest of Dr. 
Zvi Levran, a well-known urologist in suburban Detroit hockey circles, 
they said at a news conference Wednesday. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Levran was charged last month with seven counts of criminal sexual 
conduct in Oakland County, Mich., after a 19-year-old male hockey 
player told police that on Oct. 18 he was sexually assaulted by Levran 
during a medical exam in Levran’s basement office of his Farmington 
Hills home. Levran pleaded not guilty at his arraignment on Oct. 22. 

He was arrested for a second time and charged with 10 counts of 
criminal sexual conduct on Nov. 11. Police said Levran is facing four new 
criminal complaints of sexual misconduct. 

Each of the new complaints involves allegations that Levran sexually 
abused patients connected to youth hockey organizations during medical 

examinations in his home office, according to Farmington Hills police. His 
next court appearance is set for Dec. 7. 

The new tips have come from individuals in local communities including 
Farmington Hills, Novi, Livonia, West Bloomfield and Redford, as well as 
in California, Georgia, North Carolina, Minnesota, Arizona and Canada, 
police said. Each tip has been assigned to an investigator. 

Important new information from press briefing on Dr. Zvi Levran case. 

33 new tips since arrest and new information coming from a number of 
other states and even Canada. https://t.co/t0LfyAkIbI 

— Katie Strang (@KatieJStrang) November 16, 2022 

Backstory 

The 66-year-old was referred to as the “Hockey Doc” or “Doc,” and 
worked as a volunteer with high school hockey programs, including those 
in Farmington and Novi, off and on for nearly two decades, and he also 
helped with the Michigan Developmental Hockey League. 

Levran was arraigned on Nov. 11 on one count of second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct, one count of third-degree criminal sexual 
conduct and eight counts of fourth-degree criminal sexual conduct, based 
on the four new complaints. He pleaded not guilty at arraignment, 
according to the prosecutor. 

If Levran posts bond, which is $250,000 for each case, he will be 
monitored by GPS and confined to his home with specified exceptions 
that include travel to work, court and medical appointments, and he may 
not have unsupervised contact with any patients, including those who 
brought forward the complaints. He must also surrender his passports, 
according to the court website. 

Levran has traveled with Team Michigan, a select group of elite players 
put together by MDHL, for a USA Hockey-affiliated event in Minnesota 
and served as an on-site physician. He performed physical examinations, 
treated injuries and offered soft tissue massages to players. The 19-year-
old who was allegedly assaulted on Oct. 18 went to see Levran for 
medical treatment. 

News of Levran’s initial arrest jolted the insular Michigan hockey 
community. Asked about the response from the public, Oakland County 
Prosecutor Karen McDonald said:  “I would classify it as widespread. … I 
want to be very careful. These are allegations, nothing more. There’s 
been no conviction here and he’s presumed innocent but, based on the 
evidence and the amount of people that have contacted law enforcement 
and our office and the amount of players and individuals (who) were in 
contact (with Levran), we’re very concerned.” 

On Wednesday, McDonald added: “This is not like a normal investigation 
or criminal prosecution. Since this began, we have been inundated with 
contacts and tips and some really alarming data that makes us 
concerned about a lot more potential survivors.” 

Farmington Hills Police chief Jeff King said the department “will leave 
that tip line open as long as it takes.” Both King and McDonald stressed 
that all tips and complaints will be investigated with a survivor-focused 
approach — with an emphasis on sensitivity, discretion and 
professionalism. 

Federal agencies and state police have also been involved with 
investigations into Levran, in coordination with the Farmington Hills 
Police Department. 

go-deeper 

GO DEEPER 

How was the 'Hockey Doc' able to keep working with players after initial 
sexual assault allegations? 

Michigan isn’t the only state where Levran worked as a hockey team 
doctor. From 2011 to 2018, he lived in Fergus Falls, Minn., and for a time 
worked as a volunteer doctor treating players at Fergus Falls High. He 
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stopped working with athletes there in December 2017, The Athletic 
learned, after a 16-year-old male hockey player talked of being sexually 
assaulted by Levran during an examination. The player who made the 
allegation told The Athletic that he went to see Levran for a shoulder 
injury and that, after examining the player’s shoulder, Levran reached 
down his pants. 

At least one official at the Fergus Falls School District and individuals at 
Lake Region Medical Group — Levran’s employer at the time — became 
aware of the alleged sexual assault. Yet local law enforcement agencies 
and the county’s human services department said they have no record of 
any complaints or reports filed about Levran beyond traffic incidents. And 
officials at Fergus Falls Schools and Lake Region Medical Group either 
declined to comment, citing privacy laws, or were vague in response to 
questions about how they handled the alleged incident. 

It does not appear, based on interviews with players and others around 
the Fergus Falls program, that a wide investigation into Levran’s 
interactions with players in Fergus Falls was conducted. Had that 
occurred, former players told The Athletic, it might have revealed other 
examples of alleged misconduct by Levran, including another instance 
when a second male player says he went to see Levran for a shoulder 
injury and had his genitalia touched. 

“We’d joke about it on the team,” the second player told The Athletic. “Go 
in for a shoulder (injury) and have your balls checked.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers unable to break through Kings' structure losing in 
another low-event game 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecNovember 17, 2022, 2:26 AM 

 

EDMONTON — The Los Angeles Kings are one of those teams. Like the 
old Dallas Stars, New Jersey Devils, or the Kings themselves, back when 
they were winning Stanley Cups. 

If they get the lead on you, they are both dull and effective. Make them 
chase the game, and they’re out of their element — and usually far more 
exciting to watch. 

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Edmonton Oilers. Stream games all season long, 
plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 
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“We know these guys well,” Connor McDavid said after a 3-1, empty-net-
goal, low event loss to L.A. “That kind of game script fit right into their 
game — they score early and just kind of sit back and hold on. 

“That’s the game they want to play. We knew that. They didn’t come out 
and surprise us with anything.” 

No one is criticizing the Kings. They’re playing “dive on the grenade 
hockey” in November, and they’ve built a tidy five-point lead over the 
muddling Oilers in the Pacific Division standings. 

It’s a low-event game like this one that has always been Edmonton’s 
Achilles heel, and one they’ll have to prevail in if they ever want to go 
from good to great. The difference in this one was Trevor Moore’s first 
career hat trick. 

“It feels amazing,” Moore said. “Though, it is funny because it felt like I 
was fighting the puck a little bit out there.” 

'Two points, always': Kings' Moore prefers win over Oilers to first career 
hat trick 
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Los Angeles got the lead and then lined up on their blue line like all the 
Kings men. They played with structure and discipline, blocking 29 shots 
to Edmonton’s eight, and the Kings' defensive zone was a dying ground 
for Edmonton’s potent offence. 

“Tight game,” observed Zach Hyman. “I mean, it was reminiscent of the 
playoffs last year where (there was) not much (room). We only got one 
power play, so it was tight in that regard, too.” 

Edmonton is a team that will win more 4-3 games than it’s going to lose, 
but will face a litany of opponents who will try to get them out of their 
comfort zone and into a tight, 2-1, low event game. This game was 
played on the Kings’ terms, and fittingly, they walked out with the points. 

“We went from shoddy in Calgary (6-5 loss) to committed,” said Kings 
head coach Todd McLellan. “It looked different and felt different. We 
played way closer to our identity, likely the way we have to play to beat 
teams like this and a lot of teams in the league. I am proud of the group.” 

You’ll recall that these two teams met in a seven-game Round 1 series 
last spring, one that featured the commensurate amount of bad blood, 
cheap shots and violent behaviour befitting a playoff series that goes the 
distance. The Kings failed in two opportunities to close out the series, 
and Edmonton rode those wins in Games 6 and 7 to a Round. 2 win over 
Calgary and a playoff run that the likes of which they had not been on in 
ages. 

On Wednesday the Kings came to town ahead of the Oilers in the 
standings, and with the goal of showing Edmonton that they weren’t in 
any way intimidated by an Oilers team that was predicted to be better 
than the Kings again this season. 

There was plenty of physicality, including an Alex Edler knee on Connor 
McDavid that caught everyone’s attention 

Edler widened his stance and caught McDavid, who was likely about to 
step around the defenceman’s check. McDavid went flying, and Edler 
was issued a kneeing penalty. 

Tempers flare between Oilers and Kings after Edler hammers McDavid 
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Darnell Nurse went after Edler immediately, but the Kings defenceman 
was fully protected by both linesmen, and Nurse was given a double-
minor that erased the powerplay Edmonton would have had. That bit of 
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work by the four officials basically gives Edler a free pass to stick a knee 
out on the opponent’s best player, something the ageing blueliner has 
done before. 

“He did that hit to me a couple years ago — exact same play. I was out 
for two months,” Zach Hyman told Sportsnet in a walk-off interview after 
the second period. “He did it to Connor, same thing. It’s an extremely 
dangerous play.” 

Was Hyman right to call out Edler's hit after colliding with McDavid? 
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McDavid would not comment on the hit. 

For the 10th time in 17 games, the Oilers failed to score first, and for the 
umpteenth time, they tip-toed into a game. Slow starts are a trend that 
predates head coach Jay Woodcroft, and is becoming a major 
personality wart for the Oilers. 

“I think it's definitely something that we've talked about, starting on time,” 
said Hyman. “The shot clock can sometimes be deceiving, but when 
you're down 10-0 on the shot clock, whatever the case may be, it means 
that the other team's got the puck a lot. 

“One thing we need to get better at is starting faster and that leads to 
getting the first goal, right?” 

Vegas is in town Saturday. The muddling Oilers are in need of a better 
effort than we saw versus L.A. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.17.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sunny days: Panthers' Tkachuk loving Florida vibes as he 
gears up to face Flames 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisNovember 16, 2022, 3:39 PM 

 

TAMPA – Asked how well he’s been able to acclimate to south Florida, 
Matthew Tkachuk had a declaration to make. 

“I haven’t worn shoes yet to practice,” said the former Flame, who 
swapped his Sorels for sandals after triggering a southern migration this 
summer via the NHL’s first sign-and-trade deal. 

“I couldn’t be happier. I’ve absolutely loved my time here, more than I 
could ever have imagined. 

"I had countless great times in Calgary too, but life down here has been 
pretty great so far.” 

The Panthers hockey community has certainly wrapped its arms around 
its prized acquisition, but those in his Las Olas neighbourhood in Fort 
Lauderdale have welcomed him in a uniquely tropical way. 

“One of the first purchases I made when I got here was a golf cart, 
because everything is so close around me -- it’s my go-to ride,” explained 
Tkachuk, who insists the only time he uses his car is to drive 20 minutes 
to the rink. 

“There’s a few little obnoxious things about it, like I know it can light up, 
change colours or whatever, but I don’t really use that a lot. 

“The grocery store, restaurants, the beach, it’s all just a golf cart distance 
away. 

“A lot of people have golf carts and some people compare it to the ‘Jeep 
wave.’ Like, if you have a Jeep, you wave to other people in Jeeps only. 

“It’s the same in the golf cart. If you have a golf cart it’s just an automatic 
that you wave or give a little salute to the other people in golf carts. 

“They’re my golf cart crew. It’s pretty hilarious.” 

Flames on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Calgary Flames. Stream games all season long, 
plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 
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Flames fans still stuck on wondering why a single, 24-year-old athlete 
would want to relocate to a tax haven where palm trees, pina coladas, 
Pinnacles and pools (yes, he has one of those too) are as common as 
golf cart gangs, may finally have their answer. 

Was he keen on escaping the frozen fishbowl of a Canadian market, or a 
coach who is notoriously demanding? 

It’s easy to speculate, especially after a recent interview on Spittin’ 
Chiclets where a few off-hand comments by Tkachuk suggest he wasn’t 
keen on playing for Darryl Sutter, who immediately slashed the forward's 
ice time upon arrival. 

Despite being known as one of hockey’s chief antagonists, Tkachuk isn’t 
interested in thickening that plot. 

“I’m a player, I would never worry or, quite frankly, care about our 
relationship,” said Tkachuk, who will face his former club for the first time 
Saturday in Sunrise, Fla. 

“I’m out there to win games and be the best teammate and play for my 
teammates. Those are the guys you battle with every night and those are 
the guys I care about. 

“Maybe at the start I wasn’t playing good and probably didn’t deserve as 
much (ice time). I wouldn’t read too much into that.” 

Regardless of their Christmas card status, Tkachuk recognizes he 
certainly benefited under Sutter, as he switched the left winger to the 
right side where he shattered career highs with 42 goals and 104 points 
as part of the NHL’s most dominant line alongside Elias Lindholm and 
Johnny Gaudreau. 

Sutter’s influence helped play a role in Tkachuk cashing in on an eight-
year, $76 million US deal. 

That’s a lot of golf carts. 

“We had some success last year, he got some good things out of us as 
players,” agreed Tkachuk. 

“I definitely had a good year under him last year. The year before I did 
not, and our team did not.” 

“More importantly, I just think I was surrounded by great players and I 
was fortunate to play with great players. I think when you’re on a team 
that does well, things seem to go smoothly.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 
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Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Link and subscribe for free 

Marek on Twitter 

Friedman on Twitter 

So, what did he read into Sutter’s training camp shot? 

You know, when the coach responded to being asked the difference 
between top line replacement Tyler Toffoli and Tkachuk by saying, “One 
guy’s won Stanley Cups, been a big part of long playoff runs.” 

“I don’t really read anything into it -- I’m sure other people can spend their 
time doing that, but I don’t waste my time doing that,” said a decidedly 
chill Tkachuk from his Florida home. 

“He’s probably just sticking up for the guy who’s on his team. He’s not 
going to say the guy on his team isn’t better. I don’t think any coach 
would do that.” 

With five goals and 20 points in 14 games as a Panther, it’s clear 
Tkachuk has had no trouble moving forward with his new lot in life. 

Playing largely on a line with Aleksander Barkov and Carter Verhaeghe, 
the rugged winger has had a good start, save for a two-game suspension 
for poking Jonathan Quick in the eye. 

The transition hasn’t been quite as smooth just yet for Jonathan 
Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar, who were traded to Calgary for 
Tkachuk as part of the blockbuster deal that also landed the Flames Cole 
Schwindt and a first-rounder. 

Tkachuk insists he hasn’t paid any attention to the fact the duo has 
combined for just two goals and nine assists as they adjust to life in a 
world they couldn’t have fathomed being in before Tkachuk’s decision not 
to re-sign in Calgary kickstarted the trade. 

“God no, that’s the last thing I care about,” he said. 

“I’ve got enough on my plate down here. I do not care at all about 
anybody’s personal stuff. I have completely moved on from that. 

“I mean, maybe my younger-self would worry a little about that and try to 
get myself going, but that is the least of my concerns right now. My 
mindset is a lot different from that.” 

Tkachuk said his decision not to re-sign in Calgary had nothing to do with 
Gaudreau’s departure and was set in motion, unbeknownst to him, when 
he signed a three-year bridge deal in 2019 that allowed him to re-
evaluate this summer. 

“There wasn’t one moment, but I just think after talking to other teams 
before unrestricted free agency, and hearing about Florida more, that’s 
when I knew,” said Tkachuk, who is content with his play as a Panther 
thus far. 

“Some parts of my game have been good, like I’ve been able to gel 
quickly with my teammates and create chemistry. But I’ve got another 
level to get to and I think that can translate into more wins for our team.” 

That’s his focus Saturday afternoon -- winning. 

“I’m definitely going to want a win Saturday and I know they’ll want the 
same thing -- it will be revved up,” said Tkachuk, who promises he won’t 
change a thing about his approach or style against teammates he spent 
six years with. 

“I just don’t really know what to expect. 

“I haven’t watched a lot of Calgary or paid too much attention. The 
games are on much later out there and I go to bed early and don’t have a 
chance to watch them, let alone pay attention to them. 

“But I obviously love the sport I play and I’m very interested and I see the 
standings and results. 

“Both teams, and both sets of guys that exchanged teams, should be 
excited for it.” 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

Get NHL LIVE included with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM and 
stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, plus the 2023 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

But first, he hopes to get together with a bunch of 'em Friday night. 

“I loved my time in Calgary. So many great guys and we did a lot 
together,” he said. 

“I’m definitely trying to get together with most of the guys that I played 
with. 

“Might just have them over.” 

To see that fancy golf cart. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.17.2022  
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TSN.CA / Quebec woman finds purpose by sharing story of alleged 
assault with hockey teams 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

Content Warning: The following article contains references to sexual 
assault 

Seven years after Catherine Laroche says she was sexually assaulted at 
a house party by a major junior hockey player, she is working with 
college and minor hockey teams in Quebec to educate players about 
issues including consent. 

While the 30-year-old Laroche says she’s still processing her alleged 
assault, her expanding program is helping her find purpose after attempts 
to navigate the legal system led to frustration and anxiety. 

Her story offers a glimpse into why some abuse survivors do not report 
allegations of sexual assault or take years to do so. Laroche said a year 
and a half passed from the time she first reported her alleged assault 
before detectives informed her they were prepared to begin speaking 
with witnesses. 

“It felt like forever. It was all consuming,” Laroche said in a series of 
interviews with TSN over the past three months. “I was feeling anxiety, 
and if you're having so much anxiety with a process, maybe it's not your 
road. Maybe you need to do something else. So, I chose another road.” 

Laroche said she thought she was on a path towards justice when she 
walked into a Montreal police station on July 30, 2020, to report she had 
been sexually assaulted in June of 2015. She told police that her alleged 
attacker drugged her drink before he took her into a bedroom and 
assaulted her.  

The man, who then played major junior hockey in Quebec, went on to 
become a star in the National Hockey League, Laroche said. 

After she reported the incident, it took more than six months before a 
police detective contacted Laroche to arrange for her to provide a 
videotaped statement. Following that Feb. 9, 2021, interview, it took 
another 10 months before police contacted her again, this time to say a 
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new detective had been assigned to her case and planned to begin 
speaking with witnesses in January of 2022. 

Laroche said she told police to drop the matter. She said it was clear it 
would take years for her case to work its way through the courts and for 
her alleged attacker to be held accountable, if that happened at all. 

“The way victims are treated… it’s not right,” she said. 

Dr. Lise Gotell, a women’s study professor at the University of Alberta 
and an expert on sexual assault law, said the length of time that Laroche 
had to wait for the criminal justice system to proceed was typical for 
people reporting sexual assault. 

“It’s egregious but that length of time and lack of communication 
characterizes so many investigations,” Gotell said. “Memories fade and 
witnesses disappear. After that amount of time it also means the survivor 
may have inconsistencies in their story because so much time has 
passed and they may have forgotten details. It’s why it’s so difficult it 
becomes so difficult for crown attorneys to get convictions. And then they 
just stop pursuing cases because those convictions are so hard to get.” 

Gotell said she was raped in Toronto in 1987 and filed a police report the 
following day. But police didn’t contact her again until 2007, when they 
were comparing DNA in a rape case against samples in a cold case file, 
she said. 

“Police do a terrible job keeping complainants informed,” Gotell said. 
“Crowns and police both should be compelled to keep to timelines on 
investigations and also should be compelled to maintain contact with 
complainants. We hear the phrases trauma-informed and victim-centred 
a lot now, but that often just means they might be nice to a survivor, and 
there’s really no guarantee even of that.” 

Rather than tell her story in a courtroom, Laroche, now a mother of two, 
decided to build a workshop so she could share her cautionary tale with 
college and minor hockey players in Quebec. 

She interviewed 36 active and retired elite hockey players, asking them 
for their attitudes towards women and understanding of consent, and 
turned to Montreal detective Genevieve Boucher and Marie-Claude 
Methot, a criminologist who works for the Quebec government, and 
created a program to provide to hockey players and teams. 

Laroche, now a mother of two, decided to build a workshop so she could 
share her cautionary tale with college and minor hockey players in 
Quebec. (Photo Credit: Marc-Olivier Lafrance) 

In January, she met three times with varsity hockey players at College 
Lafleche in Trois-Rivieres. 

In her first 90-minute session, Laroche spoke about the “masks” that 
some people wear and discussed players’ relationships with teammates. 
During their second meeting, she told the players the story of her alleged 
assault. 

“A lot of the guys were shocked because they thought she was just there 
to give them some life advice,” said Vincent Dumont, Lafleche’s head 
coach. “She talked about her own case and about Victoriaville [two 
Tigres players have been charged with sexually assaulting a woman in a 
hotel room in 2021 and are awaiting trial] and about Gabriel Gagne.” 

Gagne was drafted 36th overall by the Ottawa Senators in 2015. He last 
played with the Rockford IceHogs of the American Hockey League and 
was charged in August of 2021 with sexual assault against two alleged 
victims in 2016 in Montmagny and Trois-Rivieres.  

The Trois-Rivieres alleged assault purportedly occurred while he was a 
member of Shawinigan’s hockey team in the Quebec Major Junior 
hockey League, the highest level of junior hockey where many players 
chosen for the World Juniors come from. Gagne was re-arrested in 
February and charged in connection with the alleged luring of a 14-year-
old girl in December 2021, The Journal de Montreal reported in July. 

Laroche now meets with the Lafleche team once a week, and also meets 
individually with players. 

“She wants to create a spark in players, to tell them about consent and 
remind them that even if a woman says yes, if she’s drunk then that can’t 
be a real yes,” Dumont said. “These lessons may not all be learned by 
players today, but maybe they trigger something in them in one or two or 
three years from now.” 

Laroche said she’s been pleased with the players’ attention to her 
message. 

“I tell them they can’t control laws and they can’t control women that don't 
have good intentions, because that exists, too,” she said. “But they need 
to ask themselves two questions: Do they know the consequences if they 
go there and are they ready to have those consequences in their life?” 

Laroche has also shared in detail the story of her sexual assault, 
explaining that she attended a house party in June 2015 and drank two 
glasses of wine before going into a sauna with a young man. She said 
she took a bottle of water with her into the sauna and believes either a 
man who was also in the sauna or one of his friends spiked the water 
with GHB, a drug that has been linked to date rape cases. 

“I never used drugs in my life,” she said. “I knew what a hangover from 
alcohol felt like and that was not how I felt. I felt so bad the next morning 
that I couldn't even drive. I tell the players my story and I answer all of 
their questions except one. I won’t answer ‘Who was it?’ The process of 
dealing with this is so personal and individual and the players all respect 
that.” 

Laroche began working last month with bantam and midget teams at 
College Charles-Lemoyne in the Montreal suburb of Sainte-Catherine. 

Charles-Lemoyne coach Olivier Latendresse said he wanted Laroche to 
meet with his school’s teams following media reports about a 2018 
alleged sexual assault in London, Ont., involving members of Canada’s 
2018 World Juniors team.  

“We have more stories like this coming out now, and I wish when I played 
junior we were having the kind of conversations Catherine is helping 
with,” said Latendresse, a former QMJHL player who played professional 
hockey in Europe until 2020. 

“This is about more than sexual assault. It’s about how to treat people. 
Sometimes you don’t realize when you say something to a teammate the 
pressure they may be under or the consequences your words can have. I 
can see already a change in the way that the players talk to each other.” 

Laroche began working last month with bantam and midget teams at 
College Charles-Lemoyne in the Montreal suburb of Sainte-Catherine. 
(Photo Credit: Marc-Olivier Lafrance) 

Laroche has not yet worked with QMJHL teams. 

In May, Laroche said former Halifax Mooseheads goalie Zach Fucale, 
now playing in the AHL with the Hershey Bears, connected her with 
QMJHL officials. While they have had a number of conversations over 
Zoom, Laroche said she’s been told that teams don’t have enough free 
time to commit to her program. 

(The QMJHL said in September it was updating its policies to better 
educate players about sexual misconduct. Players must watch 
instructional videos during the first week of the regular season, sign 
codes of conduct and ethics, and participate in three webinars during the 
season about sexual abuse and consent.) 

Over the past months, Laroche has been featured in French media and 
appeared this summer as a guest on Juiced Up, a podcast hosted by 
Saskatchewan Roughriders player Jordan Beaulieu.  

Roughly 20 abuse survivors have contacted Laroche as her profile has 
grown, including a woman who was allegedly assaulted in 2014 by four 
players with the Gatineau Olympiques QMJHL team. Quebec City police 
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said they recently reopened their investigation of that case, which was 
initially closed without charges.  

“Hearing from survivors is not a burden at all,” Laroche said. “I want to be 
of service. I want to help people.” 
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TSN.CA / The Oilers should have an elite first unit, but they don’t 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Having a dominant first line or a stifling top-pairing is a major competitive 
advantage in the NHL. Possessing both at the same time can mean the 
difference between fighting for a playoff spot and being a true Stanley 
Cup contender. 

Some of the most dominant teams in league history had an elite five-man 
unit capable of taking the air out of games for shifts for long stretches. 

The late 2000s Detroit Red Wings could get the Pavel Datsyuk line on 
the ice with the Nicklas Lidstrom pairing, a silly advantage that 
guaranteed Detroit would own more than 60 per cent of the shots on a 
nightly basis. The Chicago Blackhawks (Jonathan Toews’ line with the 
Duncan Keith pairing) and Boston Bruins (Patrice Bergeron’s line with the 
Zdeno Chara pairing) of the 2010s had similar success and weren’t 
knocked off their pedestal for many years. 

It’s not difficult to see what those elite units look like in 2022. Two of the 
most prominent examples probably can be found in Colorado and Vegas, 
where the unifying of players like Nathan MacKinnon and Cale Makar, or 
Jack Eichel and Shea Theodore, has meant staggering advantages for 
their respective teams. They are, simply put, blowing opponents off the 
ice. The idea here is that the sum of the parts can be greater than the 
whole, even  when it concerns top-tier players. 

That brings me to the Edmonton Oilers and Connor McDavid. McDavid is 
easily the league’s most dominant player and elevates the play of 
everyone around him. The Oilers have tried to address the team’s 
blueline for years with what has been limited success, owing in part to 
the realities of a hard-cap league where most of the talent skews to the 
forward position, but also owing in part to misevaluations at the player 
level. 

Darnell Nurse is the one player the Oilers felt confident in to anchor their 
defensive corps. The Oilers have long figured Nurse could be an 
impactful defender who is additive to McDavid’s game, unburdening the 
centre’s defensive responsibilities a touch to let him play the dangerous 
transition game he’s known for. In theory, it makes a lot of sense. 

But the numbers (Nurse has been paired mostly with veteran defender 
Cody Ceci) continue to disappoint, and I think it’s time the Oilers prioritize 
this area of the lineup. By way of example, consider the on-ice numbers 
from just this season for the Colorado and Vegas groupings in relation to 
that of Edmonton. It’s night and day: 

Comparing almost any grouping around the league to the two in 
Colorado and Vegas might be unfair, but it gives you an idea of what 
dominance can look like. And though Nurse may not be the same calibre 
defender as Makar or Theodore, you can flip that argument upside down 
when it comes to the forwards. 

If this were underperformance in one given season, it would be moot – 
volatility is everywhere in hockey, and on a base of a hundred-plus 
minutes, you are really into small sample territory. That’s why I find the 
broader trend concerning. There are no signs the sum is greater than the 
whole here. 

In fact, the data suggests the Nurse pairing is an anchor to the team’s top 
line: 

Elite players have sizable impact on every unit of measure, be it shots, 
scoring chances, expected goals, or true goal differential. 

Prior to this season, McDavid playing with you meant a meteoric rise in 
offensive production, and a corresponding (albeit much smaller) 
reduction in defensive performance. After all, part of the McDavid gambit 
is allowing him to play as aggressive as practically possible – over long 
periods of time it will drive hugely positive goal differentials, but it can 
expose a team’s defensive structure in counterattacking situations. And, 
of course, bottling McDavid and his line in the defensive zone – if you 
have the horses to do it – remains the best approach to containment. 

But what I’m curious about the possibility that Edmonton is containing 
their own player. Over a five-year horizon, Nurse’s impact to McDavid’s 
defensive numbers have been negligible at best, and offensively, the 
Nurse pairing seriously hampers what their top unit can do. 

If you go through the video, one of the common themes is this pairing – 
and Nurse in particular – has real trouble transitioning the puck outside of 
the defensive zone. That not only means incremental minutes played off 
the puck, but it also means limited time remaining in a given shift to press 
the attack. 

Nurse is a good and capable defender, and the Oilers will get plenty of 
use out of him going forward. But if Edmonton does not have a dominant 
five-man unit, that’s going to limit them against the better teams around 
the league. We saw that in stretches against Colorado during the 
postseason last year, and we are seeing it rear its ugly head again in the 
early stretches of this regular season. 

It's something to monitor as Edmonton works through the winter 
schedule. 

Data via Natural Stat Trick, NHL.com, Evolving Hockey, Hockey 
Reference 
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