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Hurricanes take Avalanche to overtime at PNC Arena, but fall 3-2 on Lehkonen goal 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes did all they could Thursday to beat 
the Colorado Avalanche. 
 
They outshot the Avs 48-15. They tied the score in the third 
period and had a late power-play chance to win it in 
regulation.  
 
The hustle was there, the grit. But good teams find a way to 
win and the Avalanche came away with a 3-2 overtime 
victory at PNC Arena, their second over the Canes in less 
than a week. Artturi Lehkonen’s goal at 1:55 of OT decided 
it, Lehkonen zipping a shot from the right circle past goalie 
Antti Raanta. 
 
“That was a great game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We play like that, with 20 guys doing it the way we 
need to do it ... nothing was going our way but we didn’t get 
off track. I was extremely happy. It didn’t go our way but it 
wasn’t for a lack of effort.” 
 
Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas scored in regulation for the 
Canes (10-5-2), Necas tying the score 2-2 midway the third 
period. The Avs (9-5-1) twice had leads as Evan Rodrigues 
had a power-play goal in the first and Alex Newhook scored 
in the second for a 2-1 lead. 
 
“That’s a great team we played tonight and I liked our game, 
other than the power play,” Aho said. 
 
And the overtime. The Avs broke up a pass from Jaccob 
Slavin to Seth Jarvis to set in motion the winner. 
Said Avs coach Jared Bednar: “We’ll take the two points and 
run.” 
 
Some quick takeaways from the game: 
▪   Francouz has two wins this season. Both over Carolina. 
He stopped 24 of 25 shots in the 4-1 win Saturday in Denver 
and 46 of 48 Thursday. Enough said? 
▪   Aho had not scored in his past five games, goal-less since 
his hat trick against the Buffalo Sabres, and some frustration 
was showing. In the first period, he was open at the post but 
could not punch the puck past Francouz, slamming his stick 
into the glass behind the net. 

That ended in the second period, Aho whistling a shot past 
Francouz from the top of the right circle. You could almost 
hear him exhale. 
▪   Aho is known more for his speed and skill than spine-
straightening hits, but he put one on Newhook in the first 
period that sent Newhook sprawling into the boards. That 
came not long after Aho won the race to prevent an icing call 
against Carolina, only to have the ref call icing anyway. 
With boos cascading to the ice, Aho steamed and 
Brind’Amour hot behind the bench, the refs conferred and 
moved the faceoff to center ice. 
▪   Interesting move by Brind’Amour in overtime to send out 
Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce with Jordan Staal in the three-
on-three. Then again, the Avs had Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko 
Rantanen and Cale Makar on the ice. 
▪   Puck luck? Avs defenseman Andreas Englund factored 
into the Necas goal, colliding with Francouz behind the net 
and knocking away his goalie stick. Necas swept in for an 
easy shot and score. 
▪   The power play continues to be an adventure for the 
Canes and was costly Thursday. Carolina was 0-4 with nine 
power-play shots. After defenseman Calvin de Haan was 
high-sticked late in regulation, the Canes had a chance to 
win but managed one shot on goal. The Avs got a power-
play goal from Rodrigues in the first. 
“Our special teams are kind of killing us this season and 
that’s something we were really good at last season, so we 
have to figure some things out,” Necas said. “We had a good 
effort, we played a good game. It’s just about our power play. 
It’s not good enough.” 
▪   When the opening lineups were announced, it was the 
MacKinnon line for the Avs and the taal line for the Canes. 
That game within the game began with the opening puck 
drop and continued. 
With last change at home. Brind’Amour could get the 
matchup he wanted against the Avs’ stars. MacKinnon had 
three shots and Rantanen one. “Jordo played a dominant 
game,” Brind’Amour said. “Against that line, that’s 
impressive.” 
▪   The Hockey Fights Cancer awareness game is always 
special and meaningful at PNC Arena 
Brind’Amour put it best: “It’s good to be reminded of the 
bigger picture, because we get caught up in talking about 
hockey when there’s so much going on. This is a reminder. 
Everybody is affected by it. Anything we can do to create 
awareness, which creates funds, which creates people 
having their opportunities to deal with cancer, is special.” 
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Dominant Hurricanes stumble on power play, lose in OT to Avs
 
By Cory Lavalette 
 
RALEIGH — Fourteen. 
 
That’s how many consecutive power plays the Hurricanes 
have failed to score, and on Thursday it cost them again. 
 
Carolina was unable to convert with the man advantage at 
the end of regulation and lost in overtime on a goal by 
Colorado’s Artturi Lehkonen in a 3-2 Avalanche win in front 
of a sellout crowd at PNC Arena. 
 
After Seth Jarvis was spun down by the Avalanche’s J.T. 
Compher in the Colorado end, defenseman Devon Toews 
led a 3-on-2 rush up ice. Toews passed to Compher, who 
dished to Lehkonen at the right faceoff dot for the one-time 
winner. 
 
After the game, Jarvis just nodded without looking up when 
asked if Compher’s stick had gotten between his legs to 
force the consequential turnover. 
 
It should have never come to that though. The Hurricanes 
had four power plays, including one after Alex Newhook was 
called for high-sticking with 1:49 remaining in regulation. 
Carolina managed just one shot on net on that chance and 
has now converted on just 15.2% of its chances this season 
— third worst in the NHL. 
 
“We haven’t scored in tight games like this, and that was the 
game,” Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho said of the power 
play. 
 
It spoiled what was an otherwise dominant performance by 
the Hurricanes. Carolina fired 48 shots on Pavel Francouz — 
who made a career-high 46 saves in beating the Hurricanes 
for the second time in a week — and allowed just 15 
Colorado shots. 
 
The 33-shot differential was the most in the NHL since 
Calgary outshot Columbus 62-23 last season on Jan. 26 in a 
6-0 win, and the last time a losing team had a bigger shot 
differential was the Sharks when they lost to Winnipeg 3-2 on 
Nov. 1, 2019, despite outshooting the Jets 53-19. 
 
That effort left Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour with little 
to complain about outside of the power play. 
 
 
 

“I was extremely happy. … You want to win, and you 
probably should,” Brind’Amour said before commenting on 
the power play. “And yeah, we’ve got to get better at that 
area. But with the guys we have, they will. I know it’s gonna 
turn around.” 
 
Not only did the Hurricanes fail to score on the power play, 
but they also allowed a power play goal for the 12th time in 
17 games this season. 
 
After Carolina’s power play failed to do anything on its first 
opportunity, Colorado got its first chance at 5-on-4. 
Hurricanes center Jordan Staal separated Nathan 
MacKinnon from the puck along the boards. But in his 
attempt to collect the puck, he instead centered it directly to 
Evan Rodrigues, who turned and snapped a shot past Antti 
Raanta (12 saves) for a 1-0 Avalanche lead at 7:20 of the 
first. 
 
The Hurricanes tied the game at 7:14 of the second period 
when, after a rugby-like scrum following a faceoff, the puck 
got to Aho. He settled it and ripped a shot past the blocker of 
Francouz to tie the game 1-1. 
 
A lapse in focus cost the Hurricanes in the second period. 
 
Colorado defenseman Josh Manson saw Alex Newhook 
streaking down the ice past an unsuspecting Martin Necas, 
hitting him with a stretch pass. Newhook deked and scored 
to give the Avalanche the lead again at 14:20 of the middle 
frame. 
 
“I kind of let him go on the breakaway,” Necas said. “That’s a 
tough one when you’re playing good and they score this kind 
of goal, you just give it to them.” 
 
Brind’Amour admitted that a year ago Necas may have been 
glued to the bench for the miscue. 
 
“He’ll lose sleep over it tonight. … These are learning 
moments too,” the coach said. “And sometimes you’ve got to 
learn the hard way, and that’s the best way to learn. So I 
don’t think we’ll see that again.” 
 
Necas redeemed himself in the third. 
 
After Francouz collided with Avalanche defenseman Andreas 
Englund behind the Colorado net, Carolina defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin quickly shot the puck toward the net. It hit 
Englund and rebounded to Necas, who waited out Francouz 
— without his stick after the miscommunication with Englund 
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— for his eighth goal of the season and a 2-2 tie at 10:23 of 
the third. 
 
Now Brind’Amour needs to find a way to instill confidence in 
his team’s floundering power play. 
 
“Our special teams are kind of killing us at this time,” Necas 
said. “And that’s the kind of thing we were very good at last 
season. So we’ve just got to figure it out somehow.” 

 
Notes: Necas factored on both Carolina goals, assisting on 
Aho’s, and has multipoint efforts in seven of 17 games this 
season. … Staal was 24 of 27 on faceoffs, limiting 
MacKinnon to a 4-for-22 night. It was the most faceoffs 
Staal’s won in any game (regular season or playoffs) in his 
career and his best winning percentage (88.9%) of any game 
with at least five draws taken since he won 12 of 13 (92.3%) 
with Pittsburgh on Oct. 7, 2009. 

 

 
 

Recap: Avalanche Top Canes in Overtime, 3-2 
Necas records multi-point effort in defeat 
 
By Walt Ruff 
 
RALEIGH, NC. - Despite outshooting the Colorado 
Avalanche 48-15, the Carolina Hurricanes fell in overtime by 
a score of 3-2 on Thursday. 
  
The Story 
 
The Canes set the tone in the opening frame by dominating 
possession and holding the Avs to just five shots on goal. 
 
Antti Raanta was up to par on four of the five, but Colorado's 
lone power play of the first period led to an Evan Rodrigues 
goal, giving them the game's first lead. 
 
Although they were on the wrong side of the score entering 
the second, the Canes continued to push, eventually 
resulting in their first goal of the night. An offensive zone 
faceoff was won by Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho ripped 
a shot high past Pavel Francouz to even the contest. 
 
The 18th point of the season for Aho made it a 1-1 game, but 
Colorado had a response just 7:06 later. Avalanche forward 
Alexander Newhook got open following a neutral zone 
faceoff, allowing himself to get a breakaway and beat 
Raanta. 
 
Trailing by one entering the third Carolina continued to 
pepper Francouz with attempts. The Canes outshot Colorado 
18-2 in the final frame of regulation, holding the visitors 
without a shot for the final 14:08 of regulation. 
 
Again, the persistence paid off for the home team, getting a 
game-tying goal from Necas inside the final 10 minutes. 
 
Some miscommunication between the Avalanche netminder 
and defenseman Andreas Englund resulted in a turnover in 
their own end, leading to Necas' eighth goal of the year. 
 

Carolina, who went 0-for-4 on the power play on the night, 
had a chance to win the game with one final man advantage 
beginning with just 1:48 on clock. However, after no success, 
the game moved to overtime. 
 
In the extra frame an odd-man rush for Colorado brought an 
Artturi Lehkonen one-time drive to life, culminating the 
contest after it beat Raanta. 
  
They Said It 
 
Rod Brind'Amour on how he felt following the team's effort... 
 
"Obviously you want to win, you probably should, and we 
have to get a little bit better [on the power play], but with the 
guys we have, we will. I know it's going to turn around. You 
just don't want it impacting the other parts of your game and 
it didn't. Listen, it didn't go our way tonight, but it wasn't for 
lack of effort, nor execuition. At five-on-five I thought it was 
great." 
 
Martin Necas taking onus for Colorado's second period goal 
and offering some thoughts on what could have been 
different... 
 
"The second goal [against] was mine. I was supposed to get 
two to win the game. It's tough. We had a good effort and we 
played a good game. Our power play needs to start scoring. 
It's not good enough." 
 
Sebastian Aho on what he believes could be different about 
the man advantage... 
 
"The execution part is not quite there. We could be better 
and on the same page. Everyone wants us to score so 
much, all five of us. It's not an effort thing. Everyone wants it. 
It's a confidence thing also. Sometimes you just have to calm 
down and let it happen." 
  
Bonus Notes 
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Tonight was Martin Necas' sixth multi-point game of the 
season. 
Andrei Svechnikov led Carolina with seven shots. 
Antti Raanta moves to 3-3-1 on the season, allowing three 
goals on 15 shots. 
  

What's Next? 
 
The Canes are scheduled to hold a limited practice on Friday 
before flying to Minnesota to begin a two-game road trip. 
Their next game action will be Saturday night against the 
Wild at 8 p.m. EST. 

 

 
 

Francouz makes 46 saves, Avalanche get past Hurricanes in OT 

Lehkonen wins it at 1:55; Necas has goal, assist for Carolina 
 

By Kurt Dusterberg

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Pavel Francouz made 46 saves, and 
Artturi Lehkonen scored at 1:55 of overtime to give the 
Colorado Avalanche a 3-2 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Thursday. 
 
"It's a lot of fun for a goalie to have a fire of shots around you 
and the puck's hitting you," Francouz said. "Overall, it's a 
pretty fun night." 
 
Lehkonen scored the game-winning goal on a one-timer from 
the right face-off circle off a feed from J.T. Compher. 
 
"When 'Comph' got the puck, I just fanned out," Lehkonen 
said. "He made a great pass, and I was just trying to hit the 
net." 
 
Evan Rodrigues and Alex Newhook also scored for the 
Avalanche (9-5-1), who have won five of their past six 
games. 
 
Martin Necas had a goal and an assist, Sebastian Aho 
scored, and Antti Raanta made 13 saves for the Hurricanes 
(10-5-2), who have lost four of their past six games. 
 
"That was a great game," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Twenty guys just doing it the way we need to do it. 
Nothing was going our way [but] we didn't get off track. I was 
extremely happy." 
 
Colorado had a season-low 15 shots on goal and its worst 
shot differential (33) of the season. 
 
"Everyone on the bench is aware we are getting outplayed 
for the better part of the night," Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar said. "You're going to need your goalie to hang in 
there and make some big saves for us, and that's what he 
did tonight. He got us that win, no question." 

 
Francouz was sharp from the start. He stopped 12 shots in 
the first period, including back-to-back saves against Aho at 
14:55 after he took a cross-crease pass from Seth Jarvis on 
a power play. 
 
"We do the scouting every time before the game of the 
power play," Francouz said. "This was one of the topics. We 
especially focus on this play. It paid off right away." 
 
Rodrigues gave Colorado a 1-0 lead on a power play at 7:20 
of the first period when he got the puck off a turnover and 
spun around for the shot past Raanta's glove. 
 
Aho tied it 1-1 at 7:14 of the second period from the top of 
the right circle off a face-off win by Necas. 
 
Newhook took a stretch pass from Josh Manson, broke in 
and scored on a backhand to make it 2-1 at 14:20. 
 
"I thought we played a good game," Necas said. "[We took] a 
couple of little breathers. Obviously, I cannot let him go on a 
breakaway. That's a tough one, when you're playing good 
and they score this kind of goal." 
 
Necas tied the game 2-2 at 10:23 of the third period. After 
Jaccob Slavin's shot hit Avalanche defenseman Andreas 
Englund, he picked up the puck and scored around 
Francouz's outstretched leg. 
 
"They sustained it all night," Colorado defenseman Cale 
Makar said. "I felt like every single time, we were going back 
for pucks. Kudos to them. We, as a [defense corps], have to 
get a lot better at that to give our forwards chances. Overall, 
it showed a lot of character on our team tonight to be able to 
win that." 
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The Hurricanes had a power play with 1:49 remaining in 
regulation and had four shot attempts, including Francouz 
stopping a snap shot by Andrei Svechnikov from the slot with 
10 seconds left. 
 
"We've got to score on that one," Brind'Amour said. "We had 
a couple good chances. We've got to connect." 
 

NOTES: Makar had a season-high 32:48 of ice time. … 
Francouz won his second game of the season (five starts), 
including a 4-1 victory against Carolina on Saturday. His 46 
saves set a career high; he made 45 against the Hurricanes 
on Feb. 28, 2020. … Lehkonen scored his first NHL regular-
season overtime goal. He has two overtime goals in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

 
 

 
 

Lehkonen’s OT goal lifts Avalanche past Hurricanes 3-2 
 
By Bob Sutton 
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Backup goalie Pavel Francouz likes 
a heavy workload when he has a chance to play for the 
Colorado Avalanche. 
 
He proved he could handle it Thursday night. 
 
Artturi Lehkonen scored 1:55 into overtime to reward 
Francouz for his 46 saves as the Avalanche beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 3-2. 
 
“It’s more fun,” Francouz said of the steady stream of shots 
sent in his direction. “You don’t have time to think about 
anything.” 
 
Evan Rodrigues and Alex Newhook also scored for 
Colorado, which was outshot in every period of regulation 
and 48-15 overall. It was the first overtime victory in three 
chances this season for the Stanley Cup champion 
Avalanche, who beat the Hurricanes for the second time in 
six nights. 
 
“Didn’t create a lot, that’s for sure,” Avalanche coach Jared 
Bednar said. “But we were opportunistic. We’ll take the two 
points and run.” 
 
Martin Necas had a goal and an assist, and Sebastian Aho 
also scored for Carolina. Antti Raanta made 12 saves. 
 
Lehkonen’s fifth goal of the season gave him goals in 
consecutive games. 
 
“He’s probably Mr. Clutch at this point,” Avalanche 
defenseman Cale Makar said. “Any goal he gets is well-
deserved.” 
 
Francouz appeared in his fifth game of the season. Both of 
his victories have come against the Hurricanes. 
 
“It wasn’t the most beautiful win, but we take it anytime,” 
Froucouz said. 

 
He finished one short of his career high for saves. 
 
“They’re just throwing everything to the goalie,” Francouz 
said. 
 
With all the shots, the Hurricanes expected more. 
 
“It was a good effort by our team,” Necas said. “Obviously, 
one point isn’t good enough.” 
 
For Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, the outcome didn’t 
diminish how Carolina played against a top team. 
 
“Twenty guys just doing it the way we need to do it,” he said. 
 
Necas scored the tying goal, his eighth of the season, with 
9:37 to play in regulation. He made a move on the right side. 
It came with Francouz trying to defend the net without his 
stick after a collision with teammate Andreas Englund. 
 
“He was thinking I was just going to leave it for him,” 
Francouz said. “He couldn’t stop so we just collided, and we 
know how it ended.” 
 
Aho’s eighth goal came 7:14 into the second period when the 
puck came back to him after an initial launch didn’t make it to 
the net and Necas helped recover the puck. 
 
Newhook put the Avalanche ahead 2-1 at 14:20 of the 
second period just seconds after the Avalanche controlled a 
neutral-zone faceoff. 
 
Rodrigues scored the game’s first goal on a power play when 
the Hurricanes failed to clear the puck. That added to the 
production of Colorado’s league-best power play. 
 
SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
 
Of the Avalanche’s nine victories this season, this was the 
second time they failed to score at least three goals in 
regulation. 
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“Sometimes you win in different ways,” Bednar said. “I felt 
they were the quicker team ... just from an energy 
standpoint.” 
 
The low shot total came one game after Colorado posted a 
season-high 47 shots in a loss to St. Louis. 
 
FIRST IN CLASS 
 

Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov played his 300th 
career game, becoming the first member of the 2018 draft 
class to reach that mark. In those games, he has a total of 
227 points (101 goals, 126 assists). 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Avalanche: At Washington on Saturday. 
 
Hurricanes: At Minnesota on Saturday.

 
 

 
 

NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, each team’s MVP so far 
 
By Kristen Shilton 
 
The quarter mark of the 2022-23 NHL season is fast 
approaching, as teams will hit game No. 20 on their 
schedules within the coming days. To mark the occasion, 
we've identified the MVP for all 32 teams, presented in 
conjunction with this week's updated 1-32 power rankings. 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the previous 
edition, published Nov. 11. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.882 
Next seven days: vs. CHI (Nov. 19), @ TB (Nov. 21), @ FLA 
(Nov. 23) 
 
Hampus Lindholm is a revelation. He held the fort on 
Boston's back end until Charlie McAvoy returned, and helped 
get the Bruins off to a franchise-best start. Yes, David 
Pastrnak is great too, but Lindholm elevated his game to 
dynamic new heights while averaging over a point-per-game, 
earning a plus-18 rating and generally dominating every shift. 
 
2. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.824 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Nov. 19), vs. EDM (Nov. 21), vs. 
TOR (Nov. 23) 
 
Nico Hischier is on a mission; the Devils' captain has 
developed into a two-way force. Hischier's work ethic 
combined with talent (17 points in 15 games) and leadership 

acumen make him a true triple threat. As New Jersey coach 
Lindy Ruff noted, this is the best version of Hischier so far, 
and he should be in the conversation for the Selke Trophy. 
 
3. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.778 
Next seven days: @EDM (Nov. 19), @ VAN (Nov. 21), vs. 
OTT (Nov. 23) 
 
Logan Thompson is a fortress in net. It's tough to get a puck 
by him. The Golden Knights' goaltending was a question 
mark until Thompson answered the bell with confidence. 
Vegas reaps the rewards of that stability everywhere else, 
and the team's standout scoring depth (led by Jack Eichel, 
Chandler Stephenson, et al) and solid back end provide 
Thompson with great support to be at his best. 
4. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.647 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Nov. 19), @ WPG (Nov. 21), vs. 
ARI (Nov. 23) 
 
Andrei Svechnikov gives life to Carolina's offense. He's been 
humming along this season with impressive output right 
alongside ride-or-die, top-line teammate Sebastian Aho. So, 
who's the real MVP? Like the NHL in 2004, we'll allow for a 
tie here. Svechnikov and Aho work seamlessly together and 
apart. Carolina is lucky to have them both firing. 
 
5. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.700 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Nov. 19), vs. CAR (Nov. 21), @ 
MIN (Nov. 23) 
 
Connor Hellebuyck is back on top. The goalie appeared fully 
recovered from last season's downturn with an accomplished 
start, collecting two shutouts in 11 games and sterling stats, 
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too. Hellebuyck's resurgence has propelled Winnipeg to 
unexpectedly strong results early on. Good for the Jets, and 
good for Hellebuyck in a contract year. 
 
6. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.647 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Nov. 19), vs. COL (Nov. 21), vs. 
CHI (Nov. 23) 
 
Jason Robertson is worth the investment. He's lived up to 
the promise of that new contract with eye-popping output and 
an emerging two-way game that's giving the Stars a real 
boost. Robertson is fortunate to skate with linemates Joe 
Pavelski and Roope Hintz, too, forming a trio that oozes 
more chemistry than it does offense. Robertson's talents are 
right in the thick of it. 
 
7. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.611 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Nov. 19), @ TOR (Nov. 21), vs. 
EDM (Nov. 23) 
 
Ilya Sorokin is among the league's hottest -- and most 
unheralded, thus far -- goaltenders. He routinely holds the 
Islanders in games with outstanding saves and has 
backstopped New York to some stirring come-from-behind 
wins. That breeds confidence in a team, and the Islanders 
are latching onto it. 
 
8. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.633 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Nov. 19), @ DAL (Nov. 21, vs. 
VAN (Nov. 23) 
 
Mikko Rantanen does it all for the Avs. While forward injuries 
have piled up -- including to Gabriel Landeskog and Valeri 
Nichushkin -- Rantanen has been excellent filling in the gaps 
with consistent scoring, and a physical two-way game that's 
generating opportunities for him and whatever teammate is 
nearby to collect a great pass. 
 
9. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.611 
Next seven days: vs. BUF (Nov. 19), vs. NYI (Nov. 21), @ 
NJ (Nov. 23) 
 
John Tavares is channeling Steven Stamkos. The Leafs' 
captain is on pace for a career year at 32 -- much like the 
one Stamkos put together last season in Tampa Bay. 
Toronto has needed every bit of Tavares' reliability. He's a 
top asset on the Leafs' power play and has had terrific 
chemistry with William Nylander -- also off to a hot start -- 
that's helped mitigate some of Toronto's other goal-scoring 
struggles. Now, what more can Tavares do with new 
linemate Mitchell Marner on his wing? 

 
10. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.559 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Nov. 19), @ CBJ (No. 20), vs. 
BOS (Nov. 23) 
 
Brandon Montour has stepped it up. When Aaron Ekblad got 
hurt it was Montour rising to the occasion to steady their 
back end. The 28-year-old has been shouldering nearly 26 
minutes of ice time per game, and he's on track to beat all 
personal career-high offensive marks with 16 points in 14 
games alone. Ekblad is easing back in post-injury, but the 
Panthers will keep leaning on Montour's dependability. 
 
11. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.618 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Nov. 19), vs. BOS (Nov. 21) 
 
Nikita Kucherov is earning plenty of accolades. The veteran 
wore an "A" this month for the first time in his nine-year 
career, proof he's more than just the Lightning's top sniper. 
Kucherov has the latter role down pat. First, there was the 
11-game point streak, over which Kucherov netted 20 points. 
Then there's the confidence Kucherov injects into each 
game, making the Lightning look dangerous even on their off 
nights. That's a special skill. 
 
12. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.605 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Nov. 18), @ SEA (Nov. 19), vs. 
NYR (Nov. 22) 
 
Gabriel Vilardi has officially arrived. The forward is making 
up for lost time after years of injury issues as L.A.'s newest 
scoring threat. He was the first King to hit double-digit goals, 
has a monster 21.3% shooting percentage and is shaping up 
to be a dual threat who can drive play for L.A. 
 
13. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.556 
Next seven days: @ SJ (Nov. 19), @ LA (Nov. 22), @ ANA 
(Nov. 23) 
 
Adam Fox is excelling everywhere. New York's top 
defenseman has the stamina to carry nearly 25 minutes per 
game while generating the second most points for his team 
this season. Fox's ability to body skaters off pucks, 
manufacture rush chances and be a key playmaker adds up 
to inspired returns night after night. 
 
14. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.618 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Nov. 19), vs. SJ (Nov. 23) 
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Chris Tanev is putting in work. Seattle's forward has excelled 
at both 5-on-5 (registering 10 points in 16 games) and been 
a top-end performer on the Kraken's penalty kill. Tanev can 
be a menace almost anywhere, whether blocking shots or 
teeing up teammates in transition. Seattle has to hope Tanev 
can stay healthy enough to keep the good times rolling. 
 
15. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.529 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (Nov. 19), @ NJ (Nov. 21), @ NYI 
(Nov. 23) 
 
Connor McDavid remains otherworldly. Edmonton's captain 
led the league with 15 goals and 32 points through 17 tilts 
and continues to create more highlight-reel-worthy moments 
per night than he averages points per game. Which is a lot. 
Rinse, repeat, for the two-time Hart Trophy winner. 
 
16. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.588 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Nov. 19), vs. NSH (Nov. 23) 
 
Ville Husso came as advertised. Detroit needed a No. 1 
netminder, and Husso fits the bill with standout 
performances, key stops and solid numbers. It's rare for 
Husso to give up a truly bad goal. The more support Detroit 
can offer Husso -- from the hot sticks of Dylan Larkin and 
Dominik Kubalik especially -- the faster these Red Wings 
could climb the standings. 
 
17. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ FLA (Nov. 19), @ PHI (Nov. 21), @ PIT 
(Nov. 23) 
 
Nazem Kadri won't be stopped. The Flames' center wields 
his unique blend of skill, speed, physicality and grit to pull 
Calgary into the fight each night. Kadri has been an offensive 
catalyst through his team's ups and downs so far, remaining 
notably consistent with his 5-on-5 production and on special 
teams. Calgary needs more of that from everyone. 
 
18. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Nov. 19), vs. ANA (Nov. 21), @ 
BUF (Nov. 23) 
 
Jordan Binnington is back to being the Blues' backbone. His 
recent 4-0-0 run came with a 2.25 goals-against average and 
.936 save percentage, and included a 45-save performance 
against the reigning Stanley Cup champions in Colorado. 
Binnington's helped get St. Louis on stable ground following 
a rocky stretch of eight consecutive losses. 
 

19. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.471 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Nov. 19), vs. WPG (Nov. 23) 
 
Marc-Andre Fleury can still steal a win. His tough start 
evaporated when Fleury reeled off a 5-2-0 record with .939 
SV% into mid-November that sheltered Minnesota's slow-
moving offense (28th overall). The Wild couldn't have asked 
for a better rebound from their goaltender -- making it 
especially hard to see Fleury suddenly sidelined this week by 
an injury. 
 
20. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Nov. 19), @ CHI (Nov. 20), vs. 
CGY (Nov. 23) 
 
Jason Zucker goes hard every shift. Zucker is a trusted 
presence for the Penguins up front. He puts pucks in the net 
and feeds off his reenergized linemate -- and fellow team 
MVP candidate -- Evgeni Malkin. Zucker brings an infectious 
energy when the Penguins lack for it elsewhere. 
 
21. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Nov. 19), vs. CGY (Nov. 21), @ 
WSH (Nov. 23) 
 
Carter Hart is back on track, after well-documented struggles 
in recent campaigns. The young goaltender has held 
Philadelphia above water despite all manner of inconsistency 
in front of him. Hart's 6-2-3 record with .929 SV% at the mid-
November mark was hard-earned through several terrific 
individual performances. Hart always gives the Flyers a 
chance. 
 
22. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. TB (Nov. 19), vs. ARI (Nov. 21), @ 
DET (Nov. 23) 
 
Filip Forsberg plays well with others. The Predators have 
had trouble finding the right mix up front, but Nashville's 
scoring leader elevates just about anyone. That provides the 
underwhelming Predators with some stability and hope that 
their offense can keep bouncing back and find its form. 
 
23. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.447 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Nov. 19), vs. PHI (Nov. 23) 
 
Alex Ovechkin is fun to watch. The Great 8's milestone hunt 
is the most engaging part of this Capitals' campaign (so far, 
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anyway). And along the way there's been dazzling dangles, 
pretty passes and timely tallies to push Washington towards 
its full potential. 
 
24. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.500 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Nov. 19), vs. BUF (Nov. 22), @ 
CBJ (Nov. 23) 
 
Nick Suzuki takes his role seriously. The Canadiens' captain 
leads with passion and makes the most of offensive 
opportunities. He and linemate Cole Caufield have enviable 
chemistry that's produced a landslide of goals to power 
Montreal through an unexpectedly solid start. All the 
Canadiens could ask for is more, please. 
 
25. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.406 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Nov. 19), @ SJ (Nov. 21), @ VGK 
(Nov. 23) 
 
Jake Sanderson has turned heads. The 20-year-old is 
helping anchor Ottawa's blue line through its crush of injuries 
-- and disappointing start -- with hard-nosed effort and strong 
defensive skills that reflect how he's maturing before the 
Senators' eyes. Sanderson gamely took on more minutes as 
well with Thomas Chabot sidelined. He's a beacon for 
Ottawa's back end. 
 
26. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.412 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Nov. 19), @ MTL (Nov. 22), vs. 
STL (Nov. 23) 
 
Rasmus Dahlin is growing towards stardom. He's honed 
reliable defensive details, and is an elusive puck-moving 
playmaker with high-end vision and a terrific first pass that 
can quickly put Buffalo on the attack. The early Norris Trophy 
noise Dahlin generated? Well-deserved. 
 
27. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.382 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Nov. 18), vs. VGK (Nov. 21), @ 
COL (Nov. 23) 
 
Bo Horvat is leading by example. Vancouver's captain can't 
quiet all the outside noise, but he can keep scoring at an 
alarming rate (14 goals in 17 games), playing good defense 
and offering the Canucks a blueprint on how best to battle 
through their many challenges. 
 
28. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.469 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Nov. 19), vs. PIT (Nov. 20), @ 
DAL (Nov. 23) 
 
Jonathan Toews is back on track. Chicago's captain hasn't 
played this well in years, pacing the Blackhawks in goals 
(seven) through 16 games and boasting an eye-popping 
65.4% face-off winning percentage. That elite skill alone can 
swing momentum in Chicago's favor, and puts Toews' game-
changing abilities repeatedly on display. 
 
29. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.406 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Nov. 21), @ CAR (Nov. 23) 
 
Clayton Keller is elite. It's one thing to be the stimulant 
behind Arizona's even-strength offense. But Keller has also 
shaped the Coyotes' dominant power play into a behemoth 
that's ranked top five in the NHL (29.6%). Regardless of 
where Arizona plays, count on Keller to create something 
worth watching. 
 
30. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.395 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Nov. 19), vs. OTT (Nov. 21), @ 
SEA (Nov. 23) 
 
Erik Karlsson's name is trending -- in early Norris Trophy 
buzz, and trade rumors -- so he must be doing something 
right. The revitalized blueliner is San Jose's best asset on 
both sides of the puck, hitting 10 goals and 24 points in 18 
games amid 25-plus minutes of average ice time. The 
Sharks limit 5-on-5 scoring chances and shots against 
demonstrably better when Karlsson is on the ice. No surprise 
he'd be an attractive trade target -- though with full trade 
protection it'd have to be the right situation. 
 
31. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.406 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Nov. 19), vs. FLA (Nov. 20), vs. 
MTL (Nov. 23) 
 
Johnny Gaudreau brings fans out of their seats. That cannon 
is loud, after all. Columbus' top-line winger produced six 
goals in his first 15 games as a Blue Jacket -- each one 
scored at home. While Columbus has weathered mounting 
injury problems and sub-optimal results, Gaudreau's talents 
remain on display and give Blue Jackets' faithful something 
to cheer about. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.324 
Next seven days: @ STL (Nov. 19), @ STL (Nov. 21), vs. 
NYR (Nov. 23) 
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Trevor Zegras deserved better. Amid a not-so-fun season for 
the Ducks, Zegras continues to dominate with first-rate talent 
and skill that produced another Michigan-style lacrosse goal 

this month -- which was called back upon offside review. 
Terrible. But that doesn't diminish Zegras' prowess or how 
it's something to stay hopeful about in Anaheim. 

 
 

 
 

Canes come up one point short despite dominant effort at even strength 
The Carolina Hurricanes lost to the Colorado Avalanche 3-2 
on overtime at PNC Arena Thursday night. 
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
In what has become such a prevalent storyline already this 
season (decade?), the Carolina Hurricanes struggled to get 
the better of their opponent despite outshooting and 
outchancing them by drastic amounts. 
 
This time it was the defending Stanley Cup champions, the 
Colorado Avalanche, who the Canes tried to beat into 
submission with an onslaught of vulcanized rubber, 
outshooting them 48-15 and outchancing them 83-31, 
according to NaturalStatTrick.com. 
 
Despite that dominance, the Hurricanes ended up on the 
wrong side of a 3-2 overtime final at PNC Arena Thursday 
night. 
 
At 5v5, it was all Hurricanes and with a little better puck luck, 
they ride off into the sunset with a convincing win. 
 
But add in special teams to the equation, which has been 
struggling on both sides, and all of a sudden, the Canes can’t 
find a win that should have been so easy to grab. 
 
The power play once again sputtered out on multiple 
chances. The first two chances were forgettable and despite 
the second two really putting the pressure on Colorado, there 
was no relief to be found. 
 
It’s not like the unit doesn’t get Grade-A chances; Seth Jarvis 
set up Sebastian Aho for a backdoor tap-in, that Avalanche 
goaltender Pavel Francouz exploded across to rob him on 
and Andrei Svechnikov rang the post on a great look. 
 
The power play gets chances, it just doesn’t get goals. 
 
Maybe one element that is missing is a healthy and 
contributing Teuvo Teravainen who last season led the team 
with 31 power play points. Whatever the reason is, the 
Canes are losing games because the power play can’t buy a 
goal. 
 

That isn’t the only struggle for Carolina either, as the penalty 
kill is nowhere near as potent as it once was. The goal 
against – which is the 14th power play goal the Hurricanes 
have allowed this season – came from a misplay along the 
boards that set up Evan Rodrigues between the circle for a 
spinning snipe. 
 
The other kills were solid, but the one blunder left the team 
trailing. 
 
It was also a blunder that made the team trail a second time 
after Sebastian Aho had worked so hard to drag the team 
back into the game with a shot through traffic to tie it up at 
one a piece. 
 
Off an offensive zone faceoff, Martin Necas lost sight of his 
assignment and Alex Newhook was sprung on a breakaway 
on a stretch pass from Josh Manson. Newhook had all the 
time and space to get in close and deke around Raanta to 
put his team back ahead. 
 
However, Necas did manage to redeem himself in the third 
period, finding the second equalizer after outwaiting 
Francouz. 
 
The Hurricanes were gifted a power play to end the third 
period, a shining chance to win the game, which they 
floundered, and then Jaccob Slavin and Seth Jarvis tried to 
force a play, allowing an odd-man break for Colorado against 
some tired bodies. 
 
You can figure out what happened next. Artturi Lehkonen, 
one-timer. Nothing that Antti Raanta could do, in fact it really 
wasn’t on him for any of the three goals despite facing so few 
shots. He had to make some tough saves and he was left out 
to dry on the ones against. 
 
Carolina isn’t dead in the water and they are still dominating 
at even strength, it just needs to figure out the power play. 
Somebody needs to make the play and get the ball rolling if 
they want to be a dominant force. 
 
Long story short, the way they play isn’t something to be 
concerned about, there’s just one aspect of their game that 
needs to improve for them to be a juggernaut. 
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Canes clipped by Colorado in overtime, fall to Avs for second time in six days 
By Bryan Pyrtle  
 
The Carolina Hurricanes suffered an excruciating 3-2 
overtime loss to the Colorado Avalanche on Thursday, Nov. 
17 in PNC Arena. This was the Canes’ second loss to the 
Avalanche in six days after falling 4-1 in Colorado on Nov. 
12. 
 
Despite outshooting the Avs (9-5-1) 48-15, the Canes (10-5-
2) just couldn’t get the job done against the reigning Stanley 
Cup champs. Carolina went 0-for-4 on the power play, 
including a flurry of big chances at the tail end of regulation, 
but couldn’t cash in. In the end, those missed opportunities 
made the difference. 
 
“It really doesn't matter, you’re scoring or you’re not,” said 
center Sebastian Aho. “Obviously we haven't scored in tight 
games like this. That was the game.” 
 
On the flip side, Colorado drew first blood in the first period 
when center Evan Rodrigues found himself undefended in 
the slot with possession after a mad dash for a contested 
puck veered over to him. Rodrigues made no mistake, 
beating goaltender Antti Raanta for the opening goal. 
 
That peculiar puck movement eventually became a staple of 
the game. At times, the Canes fired on all cylinders but the 
puck refused to go in the net. Other times, the Canes and 
Avs scrambled for a puck on the loose for extended periods 
of time. 
 
A couple of oddities between players occurred as well. 
Colorado center Alex Newhook capitalized on Canes center 
Martin Nečas letting his guard on the defensive end, leading 

to a 1-on-1 with Raanta which Newhook won to make it 2-1 
Colorado. 
 
With 9:37 left in the third, Nečas evened out the score 
himself by slipping the game-tying goal past a stickless 
Avalanche netminder, Pavel Francouz. Francouz lost his 
stick after an impromptu collision with his own teammate 
behind the net. 
 
Despite carrying a ton of momentum thereafter, Carolina still 
couldn’t complete the comeback. A high stick by Newhook 
gifted the Hurricanes a power play with 1:49 to go in the 
third, but the puck simply wasn’t going in. One overtime 
miscue by center Seth Jarvis later, Colorado left wing Artturi 
Lehkonen scored the game-winner. 
 
It was one of those nights for the Canes. Even though the 
result wasn't ideal, they still came away with one point and a 
substantial amount of silver lining. Even if the score didn’t 
reflect it, Carolina looked like the better team on the ice for 
the majority of the night. Holding the defending champs to 15 
shots is a positive takeaway on its own. 
 
“We've had a few losses like that over the years,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “But to me, that's the way you have 
to play, especially against a team like that. You just can't try 
to open it up, you can't give them opportunities. … We didn't 
get the extra point, but I love that we fought back and just got 
one out of it. 
 
The Hurricanes will hit the road looking to get back in the win 
column in Minnesota on Saturday, Nov. 19 when they take 
on the Wild. Puck drop is set for 8 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article268723472.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/dominant-hurricanes-stumble-on-power-play-lose-in-ot-to-avs/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-avalanche-top-canes-in-overtime-3-2/c-337711198  
https://www.nhl.com/news/colorado-avalanche-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-337586788  

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-colorado-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-9cfd93675f187fb3a82b97c4b1ce1e39 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35047019/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-team-mvp-far 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/17/23465718/carolina-hurricanes-come-up-one-point-short-despite-dominant-effort-at-
even-strength-aho-necas 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-clipped-by-colorado-in-overtime-fall-to-avs-for-second-time-in-six-
days/article_d568204a-66f7-11ed-9fee-f3bec53eb49b.html  
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Hurricanes take Avalanche to overtime at PNC Arena, but fall 3-2 on 
Lehkonen goal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 17, 2022 10:43 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes did all they could Thursday to beat the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

They outshot the Avs 48-15. They tied the score in the third period and 
had a late power-play chance to win it in regulation. The hustle was 
there, the grit. 

But good teams find a way to win and the Avalanche came away with a 
3-2 overtime victory at PNC Arena, their second over the Canes in less 
than a week. Artturi Lehkonen’s goal at 1:55 of OT decided it, Lehkonen 
zipping a sharp-angle shot past goalie Antti Raanta. 

“That was a great game,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We play 
like that, with 20 guys doing it the way we need to do it ... nothing was 
going our way but we didn’t get off track. I was extremely happy. It didn’t 
go our way but it wasn’t for a lack of effort.” 

Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas scored in regulation for the Canes (10-
5-2), Necas tying the score 2-2 midway the third period. The Avs (9-5-1) 
twice had leads as Evan Rodrigues had a power-play goal in the first and 
Alex Newhook scored in the second for a 2-1 lead. 

“That’s a great team we played tonight and I liked our game, other than 
the power play,” Aho said. 

Said Avs coach Jared Bednar: “We’ll take the two points and run.” 

SOME QUICK TAKEAWAYS FROM THE GAME: 

▪ Francouz has two wins this season. Both over Carolina. He stopped 24 
of 25 shots in the 4-1 win Saturday in Denver and 46 of 48 Thursday. 
Enough said? 

▪ Aho had not scored in his past five games, goal-less since his hat trick 
against the Buffalo Sabres, and some frustration was showing. In the first 
period, he was open at the post but could not punch the puck past 
Francouz, slamming his stick into the glass behind the net. 

That ended in the second period, Aho whistling a shot past Francouz 
from the top of the right circle. You could almost hear him exhale. 

▪ Aho is known more for his speed and skill than spine-straightening hits, 
but he put one on Newhook in the first period that sent Newhook 
sprawling into the boards. That came not long after Aho won the race to 
prevent an icing call against Carolina, only to have the ref call icing 
anyway. 

With boos cascading to the ice, Aho steamed and Brind’Amour hot 
behind the bench, the refs conferred and moved the faceoff to center ice. 

▪ Newhook evened the score with Aho — and gave the Avs a 2-1 lead — 
in the second. Newhook first won a faceoff, then won a race down the ice 
on a breakaway to beat Raanta with a backhander. 

▪ Puck luck? Avs defenseman Andreas Englund factored into the Necas 
goal, colliding with Francouz behind the net and knocking away his goalie 
stick. Necas swept in for an easy shot and score. 

▪ The power play continues to be an adventure for the Canes and was 
costly Thursday. Carolina was 0-4 with nine power-play shots. After 
defenseman Calvin de Haan was high-sticked late in regulation, the 
Canes had a chance to win but managed one shot on goal. The Avs got 
a power-play goal from Rodrigues in the first. 

“Our special teams are kind of killing us this season and that’s something 
we were really good at last season, so we have to figure some things 
out,” Necas said. “We had a good effort, we played a good game. It’s just 
about our power play. It’s not good enough.” 

▪ When the opening lineups were announced, it was the Nathan 
MacKinnon line for the Avs and the Jordan Staal line for the Canes. Plus 
Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce on defense. That game within the game 
began with the opening puck drop and continued. 

With last change at home. Brind’Amour could get the matchup he wanted 
against the Avs’ stars. MacKinnon had three shots and Mikko Rantanen 
one. “Jordan was dominant,” Brind’Amour said. 

▪ In March, Raanta shut out Avs 2-0 with 36 saves at PNC Arena. Ethan 
Bear had the game-winning goal in the third period and the Canes had 
the best winning percentage in the NHL. The Avs won the 2022 Stanley 
Cup. Bear is gone. Things change. 

▪ The Hockey Fights Cancer awareness game is always special and 
meaningful at PNC Arena. 

Brind’Amour put it best: “It’s good to be reminded of the bigger picture, 
because we get caught up in talking about hockey when there’s so much 
going on. This is a reminder. Everybody is affected by it. Anything we can 
do to create awareness, which creates funds, which creates people 
having their opportunities to deal with cancer, is special.” 
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Thursday's Minnesota Wild-Pittsburgh Penguins game recap 

 

Sarah McLellan 

6-7 minutes 11/17/2022 

 

GAME RECAP 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 18, 2022 

 

Star Tribune's Three Stars 

1. Sidney Crosby, Penguins: The captain had two goals and two assists. 

2. Jake Guentzel, Penguins: The winger assisted on two goals before 
adding an empty-net goal. 

3. Joel Eriksson Ek, Wild: The center scored twice, including a 
shorthanded tally. 
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Wild stumble again at home, losing 6-4 to Pittsburgh 

 

Sarah McLellan 

16-21 minutes 11/17/2022 

 

Just as the offense erupted for more than two goals, a rarity lately for the 
Wild, the defense loosened up. 

Elsewhere, the power play that made such an impressive start continued 
to fade while the once-Teflon penalty kill sprouted a leak. 

"It's about putting it all together," Joel Eriksson Ek said. 

This seasonlong game of Whac-A-Mole came to a head on Thursday at 
the beginning of a seven-game homestand, with the Wild's inability to get 
all facets of their play on the same page the catalyst behind a 6-4 
letdown to the Penguins in front of 18,224 at Xcel Energy Center that 
preceded a postgame meeting. 

"Just trying to find our identity," alternate captain Marcus Foligno said. "I 
think we're in between right now." 

Despite racking up four goals for only the second time in seven games, 
including two in 12 seconds, the Wild (7-8-2) were upstaged by Sidney 
Crosby's four-point effort. 

"We're just tired of losing," Jon Merrill said. "It's not something we want to 
get comfortable with." 

With two assists and a goal, this after opening the scoring in the first 
period, Crosby organized Pittsburgh's response to the newly formed line 
of Eriksson Ek, Foligno and Brandon Duhaime delivering two Wild goals 
on the same shift to patch up a two-goal hole from the first period. 

Crosby converted on the Penguins' second shot at 8 minutes, 15 
seconds when he scooped up a neutral-zone turnover and sent a long-
range shot past two Wild defenders and over goaltender Filip 
Gustavsson. 

Pittsburgh's third shot came with 2:57 left in the period when Lakeville's 
Ryan Poehling finished an odd-man break. 

But the Wild rebounded in the second, with Duhaime capitalizing at 4:31 
when he peeled off the boards into the slot and wired a shot behind 
Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry. 

After a spirited celebration — that was only the Wild's ninth goal in seven 
games — the trio remained on the ice, driving play back into Pittsburgh 
territory where Eriksson Ek jammed a puck in the crease that eventually 
bounced behind Jarry at 4:43. 

Eriksson Ek's goal was his first in 11 games, while Duhaime notched his 
first since coming back from injury the previous game. Foligno's assist on 
Duhaime's tally was his first point in seven. 

But penalty trouble stalled the Wild's momentum, with Kris Letang 
answering on a 5-on-3 one-timer with 1:40 left in the second period. 

Crosby was the one who passed off to Letang, and he wasn't done 
serving up offense. 

Only 5:50 into the third, Crosby stuffed in a backdoor tap-in on the power 
play to double the Penguins' cushion. 

That was the third power play goal surrendered by the Wild in six games, 
and the unit went 3-for-5. As for the Wild's power play, both reconfigured 
groups combined to go 0-for-3. 

"There's different components of our game going sideways," coach Dean 
Evason said. 

The Wild would make another comeback attempt: Eriksson Ek scored the 
Wild's fourth shorthanded goal of the season with 8:37 left. 

But the Wild never produced the next clutch play. 

That belonged to Pittsburgh. 

Brock McGinn reinstated a two-goal buffer on another deep shot that 
eluded Gustavsson at 14:33 before Guenztel added an empty-net goal 
with 3:29 to go, his third point of the game. Matt Dumba scaled the deficit 
back to two with eight seconds remaining. Jarry finished with 19 stops 
and picked up an assist. 

"I have to have them," said Gustavsson, who totaled 26 saves in his first 
start since No. 1 Marc-Andre Fleury went on injured reserve with an 
upper-body injury. "They're coming off the skates of players, and I'm 
reacting late to them. When you play in the NHL, you have to have those 
and give the team a chance to win the game." 

This is the second time the Wild have dropped a season-high three in a 
row. Snapping that slide might require them to settle on a style, as 
evidenced by their locker-room chat after the game. 

"We don't have the firepower that we thought we did," Foligno said, "and 
especially when two guys that pull the weight a lot this year maybe don't 
have it, we need guys to step up. I just feel like we gotta find our identity 
of becoming [a team] that wins tight games." 
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Mason Shaw's perseverance pays off as Wild plan to keep him in 
Minnesota for rest of season 

 

Sarah McLellan 

15-19 minutes 11/17/2022 

 

Mason Shaw and the Wild had wrapped up a tidy 1-0 win at Seattle last 
Friday when General Manager Bill Guerin summoned Shaw to his office. 

A frequent flyer between the NHL and minors, Shaw felt nervous. 

"I've been sent down enough," he said. "I know what it's like when the 
GM calls me into his office." 

Their chat appeared to be headed in that direction, with Guerin telling 
Shaw, "We're going to send you to Iowa." 

Shaw paused, said "All right," and then Guerin added, "To get the rest of 
your stuff and find a place up here for the rest of the season," to give the 
conversation a completely different meaning. 

"I tried not to smile too big," Shaw said, "but I was definitely very excited." 
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After being one of the last cuts at training camp, spending the bulk of his 
pro career with Iowa in the American Hockey League and recovering 
from three ACL surgeries, Shaw has become a regular with the Wild, 
fitting in with his trademark tenacity that's helped him persevere over the 
years. 

"Every day I fought like it was my last, and I'll do the same moving 
forward," said Shaw, whose first call after receiving the news was to his 
parents, Aaron and Lindsay. "That's the only way I know how to be. Just 
the competitive nature in me to stick around every day has gotten me to 
this point." 

A fourth-round pick in 2017, Shaw was one of nine players drafted by the 
Wild skating for them on Thursday when they started a seven-game 
homestand against the Penguins at Xcel Energy Center. 

The 24-year-old was also one of six on the ice to make the transition 
from Iowa to the Wild since last season, and Shaw plans to become 
roommates with another Iowa graduate in Connor Dewar. The two are 
going to rent a place from teammate Alex Goligoski. 

"You reflect back on the journey to get here, and it's pretty cool to think 
about all the people that helped," said Shaw, who scored his first NHL 
goal Oct. 30 at Chicago and has already swapped his number from 58 to 
the 15 he wore growing up. "Just hope they can enjoy this moment, too. 

"From Day One of training camp, I wanted to be a part of this team and 
make a difference. I've worked towards it. Now I'm in a position where I 
can help the team win games. Just really excited." 

Jost plays 

After sitting for three in a row, Tyson Jost was back in action Thursday 
and Adam Beckman was idle. 

What was coach Dean Evason looking to see out of Jost in his return 
from being scratched? 

Energy. 

"We expect him to be hungry, give us a boost," Evason said. 

Before Jost was bumped out of the lineup, he had zero goals and three 
assists in 11 games. 

He also was a scratch twice earlier in the season, and Jost said he was 
tense when he suited up after that timeout. He wants to play "free" on the 
ice. 

"I'm always going to work hard," Jost said. "That's the player I am. I want 
to be in the lineup, and I'm pretty hard on myself and I care a lot." 

Back to business 

Brandon Duhaime returned to the lineup on Tuesday after he missed five 
games with injury, an upper-body issue he suffered on an awkward hit 
Nov. 1 vs. Montreal. 

"When it first happened, I thought maybe it would be a little something 
more serious," he said. "Once the docs took a look at it, assessed it, it 
wasn't too bad." 

Duhaime scored in the second period Thursday, the Wild's first goal in a 
6-4 loss to Pittsburgh. 

 

Star Tribune LOADED: 11.18.2022 

1259441 Minnesota Wild 

 

Wild host players-only meeting following 6-4 loss to Penguins 

 

Dane Mizutani 

4-5 minutes 11/17/2022 

 

The door to the Wild locker room remained closed  about 15 minutes 
after the game ended on Thursday night at Xcel Energy Center. 

A players-only meeting was wrapping up inside as the Wild continued the 
search for answers on the heels of a 6-4 loss to the Penguins. 

Asked about the topic of discussion, Joel Eriksson Ek said he’d prefer to 
keep it internal. Meanwhile, a few feet away, Marcus Foligno publicized 
that the message centered on their identity, or lack thereof, as the Wild 
have struggled to string wins together over the past month. 

“We’ve got to understand that we’re a team right now that’s a lot different 
than last year,” said Foligno, who emphasized that the Wild are going to 
have to start winning tight games. “We don’t have the firepower that we 
thought we did.” 

Sometimes a struggling team needs its best player to step up. That’s 
exactly what Sidney Crosby did for the Penguins. He recorded a pair of 
goals and a pair of assists, proving to be the straw that stirs the drink for 
60 minutes, 

On the flip side, the Wild struggled to find the back of the net aside from 
a 12-second stretch, which provided some nice window dressing on 
game that probably shouldn’t have been that close. 

“Obviously, we’re not scoring enough goals,” coach Dean Evason said. 
“We got back in the game and obviously we didn’t do enough as a group 
to get it done.” 

It was a fast start for Crosby as he made it 1-0 in favor of the Penguins 
with a snipe off the rush midway through the first period. Filip 
Gustavsson, who got the start for the injured Marc-Andre Fleury, had no 
chance between the pipes as Crosby placed top shelf with incredible 
precision. Not long after that Penguins winger Ryan Poehling, a Lakeville 
native, wired a shot into the back of the net to stretch the lead to 2-0. 

While the Wild looked rather lifeless to that point, they woke up in the 
second period with a flurry that turned the game on its head. Brandon 
Duhaime started the rally with a wrist shot from the slot to cut the deficit 
to 2-1, then Eriksson Ek scored 12 seconds later to tie the game at 2-2. 

Unfortunately for the Wild, they took a couple of penalties later in the 
second period and Penguins defenseman Kris Letang capitalized on the 
power play to make it 3-2. 

That score remained until early the third period when Crosby poked a 
puck past the goal line to stretch the lead to 4-2. 

With the game slipping away, Eriksson Ek netted a shorthanded goal for 
the Wild to cut the deficit to 4-3. The comeback attempt didn’t last long, 
though, as Penguins winger Brock McGinn beat Gustavsson with a soft 
goal to make it 5-3. 

Asked about Gustavsson specifically, Evason took the high road, 
replying, “Same as the rest of us, right? We didn’t get the job done. All of 
us didn’t get the job done.” 

In the final minutes, Penguins winger Jake Guentzel potted an empty-
netter to make it 6-3 before Matt Dumba scored a meaningless goal in 
the waning seconds to finalize the score at 6-4. 

“We want to compete and win hockey game and right now we’re not,” 
Eriksson Ek said. “If people were happy in here I would be more worried.” 

It’s safe to say no player in the Wild locker room is happy right now, so at 
least they have that going for them. 

“We’re just tired of losing,” Jon Merrill said. “It’s not something we want to 
get comfortable with. I don’t know what it is right now. We’ve got to get 
back to work in practice tomorrow and work our way out of it.” 

It doesn’t get any easier for the Wild with the Hurricanes coming to town 
on Saturday night. 
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“It’s great,” Evason said. “We’ve got to step up and get the job done. 
That’s our focus. Obviously, we’ll start in practice tomorrow, and try to get 
as positive as we can mindset before we step on the ice.” 
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On 20th anniversary, prep school coach remembers Sidney Crosby’s 
year in Minnesota 

 

Dane Mizutani 

4-6 minutes 11/17/2022 

 

Long before Sidney Crosby was captain of the Pittsburgh Penguins and a 
three-time Stanley Cup champion, he was simply Sid, a 15-year-old from 
Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia. 

Shattuck-St. Mary’s coach Tom Ward, who made a pit stop in the NHL as 
an assistant coach with the Buffalo Sabres, still remembers the first time 
he saw Crosby in person. He used to attend a large tournament in 
Calgary, Alberta, where some of the best 15-, 16- and 17-year-old 
hockey players would gather. 

“They have an all-star game the night before the championship game,” 
Ward said. “I remember Sidney was in the game, and I got a chance to 
run into his dad Troy after, and they had expressed some interest” in 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s. 

At the time, Crosby was playing for the Dartmouth Subways, a midget 
team near Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia. His parents ultimately decided to 
send him to Shattuck-St. Mary’s, the heralded prep school in Minnesota, 
which offered a chance to get Crosby away from the national spotlight. 

“He came to campus with a lot of hoopla,” Ward said. “There were people 
calling him the next Wayne Gretzky, the next Mario Lemieux, all that kind 
of stuff. I think it was a good call by his folks to get him out of there and 
kind of let him hide in Faribault, Minnesota, for a while.” 

When the Wild host the Penguins on Thursday night Xcel Energy Center, 
it will mark exactly 20 years since Crosby called Minnesota home. He 
has been all over the world since then, representing Team Canada on 
the grandest stage, and establishing himself among the greatest players 
to ever play the sport. 

As special as Crosby’s career has been, there’s something about the 
2002-03 season that still stands out to everyone involved. It offered him a 
chance to be a kid despite the constant hype that followed him pretty 
much everywhere he went. 

“He was mature beyond his age,” Ward said. “He somehow figured out 
how to handle it as a 15-year-old. Some of it help accelerate his game 
and gave him confidence and things like that. I don’t think he ever got to 
the point where it got to him. I never saw it in his behavior or in his eyes 
or anything like that. He was able to shut things out and stay laser 
focused on the game.” 

Need proof? As the main player opposing teams focused on shutting 
down night in and night out, Crosby still recorded a whopping 162 points 
(72 goals, 90 assists) in 57 games. 

What stood out about Crosby as a player back then? Though some might 
point to the fact that he was the strongest skater every time he stepped 
onto the ice, or that he had vision beyond his years, or that he was 
capable of scoring any time he touched the puck, Ward points to 
something less discernible. 

“He always had the ‘It Factor’ about him,” Ward said. “You noticed it 
whenever he was on the ice. We’ve been around long enough where we 
can see people who have that and people who don’t have that. He had 
that ‘It Factor,’ no question about it.” 

He was also a very good teammate. Not once did Crosby make the 
2002-03 season about him. 

“It was never all about Sid,” Ward said. “That’s something he shares with 
some of the other great player. He wants to have success. He wants to 
score. He wants to get his. Just not at the expense of his teammates, you 
know what I mean? His main focus was the team no matter what.” 

That was evident when Shattuck-St. Mary’s captured the national 
championship at the conclusion of his season there. The snapshot 
moment in time still stands out to Ward a couple of decades later. 

“Everyone knew we had this phenom on our team,” Ward said. “As soon 
as that buzzer goes off, though, it wasn’t everyone jumping on Sid or 
anything like that. It wasn’t like he was waiting for the dog pile to come to 
him. He was 100 percent into melting in with the rest of the guys and 
being a kid. It was all about the team.” 

That reputation has followed Crosby throughout his career. As has his 
unparalleled passion for the sport. 

“I think our game is unique where if someone is a really, really good 
hockey player there’s a little bit of magic in that. It takes over a person,” 
Ward said. “Your eyes kind of glass over at the rink. You walk in and 
smell the Zamboni and get into the zone. You love it. It’s a happy place. 
That’s what it was for Sid. He’s always played the same way because he 
loves it so much. I don’t think it’s ever become a job for Sid. He loves our 
game. 
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Wild open critical homestand in ugly fashion with bland loss to Penguins 

 

Michael Russo 

9-11 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — It’s become a thing in Minnesota for fans to wrap the 
lower bowl glass in the Wild end zone with all sorts of handmade signs 
before each game. 

Saturday night, they may want to go with “Get Well Soon” cards from 
Hallmark for No. 1 goalie Marc-Andre Fleury. 

The middling, middle-of-the-road and mild-in-every-manner Wild have 
enough problems throughout their lineup and game as a whole that they 
cannot afford to get too much more of the kind of goaltending they got 
from backup Filip Gustavsson on Thursday night in a 6-4 loss to what 
had been a free-falling Pittsburgh Penguins team. 

With Fleury on injured reserve, this is an opportunity for the 24-year-old 
Gustavsson to step in and provide a backbone for a fragile, convoluted-
looking team that continues to sputter alarmingly almost a quarter of the 
way through the season. 

But Gustavsson’s M.O. has long been as a goalie who can make the 
incredible save yet moments or minutes later give up the backbreaking 
softie. And that’s exactly what he did in his first start in place of Fleury 
against the Penguins. 

Throw a breakaway at him from Josh Archibald or Jake Guentzel? 

No problem. 
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But a 45-foot wrist shot from Brock McGinn three minutes after Joel 
Eriksson Ek scored his first career short-handed goal to cut a deficit to 4-
3? 

Big problem. 

McGinn, so hot right now. McGinn. 

That goal to put the Penguins up by two with a little more than five 
minutes left cemented Minnesota’s latest bland loss on home ice, this 
time to an opponent that had lost nine of its previous 11. 

It was an ugly way to open a critical seven-game homestand one day 
after Eriksson Ek looked a reporter dead in the eyes and said in a serious 
tone, “This is an important homestand.” 

After Brandon Duhaime and Eriksson Ek scored 12 seconds apart in the 
second period to evaporate Pittsburgh’s 2-0 lead, the Wild’s penalty kill 
and goaltending cratered en route to the Wild’s sixth loss in eight home 
games (2-5-1) this season and third loss in a row overall (0-2-1). 

Kris Letang and Sidney Crosby, who had two goals and two assists and 
19 faceoff wins, each scored power-play goals to give the Penguins a 
two-goal lead again, and Guentzel, the Woodbury, Minn., native and 
Lake Elmo resident, lit the Wild up with a goal, two assists and six shots 
15 minutes from home. 

“We want to win,” Eriksson Ek said after his two-goal, four-shot (six 
others attempted) effort. “We want to compete and win hockey games. 
And right now we’re not. If people were happy in here, I would be more 
worried than right now.” 

Eriksson Ek was speaking after the Wild held a brief players-only 
meeting during which leaders implored teammates to unearth an identity 
of a hardworking, tight-checking team that can grind out low-scoring 
wins. This is a team that traded 85-point man Kevin Fiala, has lost No. 1 
center Ryan Hartman (34 goals a year ago) long term to injury and has 
basically played all season without Jordan Greenway, although his latest 
attempted return to the lineup is around the corner. 

Still, the sloppy, careless, undisciplined, unstructured play we’re seeing 
almost nightly is remarkable when one considers this mediocre 7-8-2 
team amassed a franchise-record 113 points last season and had the 
fifth-most goals in the NHL. 

“We’ve got to understand that we’re a team right now that’s a lot different 
than last year,” said veteran Marcus Foligno. “We’ve got a lot of new 
guys in the lineup, and we have to find our identity and play the whole 
way 60 minutes, and that’s how we have to win games. We’ve got to win 
games 2-1. It’s gonna be ugly. We don’t have the firepower that we 
thought we did. 

“And especially when two guys that pull the weight a lot this year maybe 
don’t have it, we need guys to step up. I just feel like we gotta find our 
identity of becoming (a team) that wins tight games.” 

The “two guys” Foligno was referring to are clearly Kirill Kaprizov and 
Mats Zuccarello, who are pressing right now and turning pucks over at a 
heavy rate. Zuccarello’s game has taken a dramatic turn for the worse in 
two weeks, and it was his turnover and feeble attempt at a body check 
that led to McGinn’s goal that still needed to be stopped. 

“I have to have them,” said Gustavsson, who gave up two goals on the 
first three shots he faced during a four-shot first period. “They’re coming 
off the skates of players and I’m reacting late to them. When you play in 
the NHL, you have to have those and give the team a chance to win the 
game.” 

As well as Gustavsson had played in three starts entering Thursday, 
when he’s screened, he seems to have trouble picking up pucks. We saw 
that in his last home start when he gave up two quick goals to surrender 
a 2-0 lead, the second being a shot Nico Sturm placed slyly between 
defenseman Jon Merrill’s legs. 

The McGinn goal, not long after Eriksson Ek scored the Wild’s fourth 
short-handed goal of the year, also sailed past Merrill. 

“We’re just tired of losing,” Merrill said. “It’s not something we want to get 
comfortable with. I don’t know what it is right now.” 

Said Foligno: “It’s pretty frustrating right now. Goals are going in at home 
and we’re not the strongest when it comes to bouncing back than we 
thought we were.” 

The reality is Foligno is right that this is a very different-looking team from 
last season. 

Regardless of Fiala’s loss, the Hartman injury has wreaked havoc on a 
lineup that now has Freddy Gaudreau playing between Kaprizov and 
Zuccarello. Gaudreau is a good player, but he’s no first-line center. Matt 
Boldy, who misses Fiala more than anyone, is in a string of subpar 
games and hasn’t scored in seven games. Marco Rossi (one assist in 16 
games) had another tough game and may be in need of a trip down I-35 
to repair in Iowa what has to be shattered confidence. The growing pains 
he experiences some nights have to have him anguishing. 

Mason Shaw took two bad penalties Thursday, including one when the 
refs mistakenly put Connor Dewar in the box. His careless baseball 
swing that clipped Sidney Crosby in the helmet put the Wild down two 
men and led to Letang’s snipe for a 3-2 lead to deject a three-quarters-
full arena with 1:40 left in the second after Duhaime and Eriksson Ek got 
the Wild back in the game. 

Sam Steel and Tyson Jost haven’t added much of anything, and Calen 
Addison is still trying to grow his game defensively since earning a job 
after Dmitry Kulikov was dealt to Anaheim. 

“Every year is a new year,” Merrill said. “I think you never know what you 
got until you get out there and start competing. I think we got some new 
faces this year we’re still working in. Like Moose said, (we’re) just trying 
to find our identity and be consistent with it.” 

Now, the good news is the Wild appear cautiously optimistic about 
Fleury, believing there’s a chance he could be back once he can come 
off injured reserve before Wednesday’s game against Winnipeg. And 
Fleury was not only in the locker room after the game trying to lift 
Gustavsson’s spirits, but he also seemed in good spirits talking to Crosby 
in the hallway after the game. 

The Wild have declined to give an official timetable, though coach Dean 
Evason noted they hope he’s back “sooner than later.” 

“Playing in the NHL is not easy,” Gustavsson said. “It’s not going to come 
easy. We need to work way harder than we are right now and find a way 
to win. It’s more fun to win. Everyone hates losing. We’ve got to stop 
doing it.” 

But the bad news is this potential make-or-break homestand only gets 
tougher with a true Stanley Cup contender, the Carolina Hurricanes, next 
into Xcel Energy Center on Saturday night. 

The Wild have a lot of work to do. 

After the last home game, Evason acknowledged that the Wild aren’t 
good enough (aka, not skilled enough) to play high-risk, east-west, cute 
hockey. But with a light breeze looking like it could have knocked Wild 
forwards off the puck Thursday night, they sure don’t seem gritty or big 
enough to play a tight-checking game, either. 

It’s no wonder Foligno says the Wild are “in between” when it comes to 
their identity. 

“There’s different components of our game going sideways,” Evason 
said. “So, we gotta keep grinding. We gotta keep plugging. We thought 
we did a lot of good things as far as getting to the net and having 
opportunities. We just gotta stay after it. 

“Hopefully they’re pissed off, not frustrated. … Frustration is not going to 
help us. Being angry and hungry, that’ll help us.” 
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Kyle Connor’s hat trick takes down Ducks 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 10:56 PM CST Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022 

 

Kyle Connor made sure a special night for the Winnipeg Jets 
organization would have a memorable ending. 

Connor recorded his third-career hat trick — the final goal coming with 54 
seconds left in the third period of a tie game — to give his club a thrilling 
3-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks on Thursday. 

His timing was impeccable. Connor set the Jets 2.0 record with 47 goals 
last year, but was stuck on just two through 14 games. All it took was 
having the greatest individual scorer of the 1.0 era, Teemu Selanne, in 
the house, apparently. The Finnish Flash, whose 76 goals in his rookie 
season of 1992-93 made him a hockey hero around here, was inducted 
into the organization’s Hall of Fame, along with Teppo Numminen, earlier 
in the night. 

Teemu Selanne waves to the crowd during a ceremony where he and 
Teppo Numminen (right) were inducted into the Winnipeg Jets Hall of 
Fame prior to the start of Thursday's game. (John Woods / The Canadian 
Press) 

“Me and (Blake Wheeler) were talking about if whoever scores first is 
gonna throw the glove up and do his celly, but I didn’t do it,” Connor said 
with a laugh following the game. 

Winnipeg improves to 10-4-1 on the season, including a sizzling 8-1-1 in 
the past 10. Anaheim falls to 5-11-1. 

Troy Terry opened the scoring in the first period for the visitors before 
Connor replied midway through the game on the power play. Connor 
then gave Winnipeg its first lead with just under six minutes left in the 
third, but Trevor Zegras tied it just 28 seconds later. With overtime 
looking inevitable, Connor made sure 14,278 fans, along with plenty of 
alumni, would go home happy. 

“It’s cool to have them in the building. I know there was an extra buzz 
coming into it,” said Connor. “We had the gala (Tuesday) night and a 
bunch of cool stories about those two and it felt good to get a win for 
those guys, definitely.” 

“I think that first one gave him a big boost and you could see all of a 
sudden the stride picked up, the enthusiasm picked up a lot,” said Jets 
coach Rick Bowness. “A little bit of a weight off his shoulders.” 

Here’s some other thoughts and observations. 

1) It’s fair to wonder if Winnipeg’s top line is cursed. After all, Nikolaj 
Ehlers started on the wing beside Connor and Mark Scheifele, then went 
down with an injury after two games. Mason Appleton took his spot and 
is now out long-term. 

Up next to try and fill it is veteran Sam Gagner, who may not have the 
wheels of his predecessors at the age of 33 but certainly has the smarts. 
A textbook example occurred on Connor’s second goal, where Gagner 
made a feed to set up Connor after some great cycle work down low. 
Scheifele got his second helper of the night on the game-winner, putting 
the puck right on his teammate’s tape. 

“My game wasn’t too far off. I put a little more emphasis of getting to the 
net tonight, just being around more pucks there. A couple of good plays 
by Scheif and Gags, too,” said Connor. 

That’s two huge tallies, from the new, new top line, just in the nick of 
time. 

“He’s made so many good plays. I’ve been lucky to be on the receiving 
end on a bunch of his really nice passes. It was nice to pay him back 
tonight,” Scheifele said of Connor. “Obviously, nice to see him pop three 
tonight.” 

2) The next low-event game Pierre-Luc Dubois has will be his first. 

He’s always involved in some fashion or another. Consider what 
happened in the second period alone: After mixing it up with Sam Carrick 
and getting slashed (which drew a penalty), Brenden Dillon stepped in to 
drop the gloves with the Anaheim skater, earning himself an instigator 
penalty and 10-minute misconduct. Dubois then drew a hooking penalty 
on Dmitry Kulikov, and assisted on Connor’s first goal. He was also in the 
kitchen of Gibson, which prompted the Ducks to consider a potential 
goalie interference penalty. A few minutes later, John Klingberg hit him in 
the face with a high stick and went to the sin bin. 

3) Is there a doctor in the house? 

We’re barely a month into the new season, and the Jets were without five 
injured players Thursday who were in their opening-night lineup. 
Forwards Ehlers, Appleton and Morgan Barron, and defencemen Dylan 
DeMelo and Logan Stanley are all nursing various hurts. 

DeMelo was a surprise addition to the list, as he was a participant at 
Wednesday’s practice. Kyle Capobianco took his spot in the lineup. Up 
front, Dominic Toninato took the place of Appleton, who suffered a wrist 
injury on Sunday in Seattle and underwent surgery earlier this week. He’s 
expected to be out as long as three months. Barron also had wrist 
surgery a few weeks ago and isn’t coming back anytime soon. 

The news on Ehlers Thursday was rather ominous. The flashy winger, 
who got hurt in the second game of the year in Dallas, skated by himself 
on Wednesday for the first time in a month, but was nowhere to be seen 
on Thursday. 

“We’re going to have to make a call here eventually, very soon here, 
what we’re going to do with him,” Bowness said following the morning 
skate. When asked if that could include going under the knife, Bowness 
added more intrigue with his cryptic answer. 

“Nothing’s off the table with Nikolaj right now, let’s put it that way,” he 
said. 

4) Speaking of Heinola, there was some excitement when he was called 
up from the Manitoba Moose on Thursday morning. But fans hoping to 
see him step right into the lineup were no doubt disappointed. Bowness, 
asked in the morning about the 21-year-old Finn, said his time will come. 

“I’m hearing great reports on his last couple games. Listen, he’s a big 
part of the future of the franchise. You look at the way the league is 
played today, offensive defencemen, you need the mobility, you need the 
passing, you need the guy to join the rush. He fits that bill, so that’s why 
he was a first-round pick, and we still have great hopes for him,” 
Bowness said. 

The head coach was spotted having a lengthy chat with Heinola prior to 
the morning skate. 

“He was disappointed in the start of his season, but he’s very happy in 
his play right now,” said Bowness. ” We’ve got to get to the point where 
we’re getting a phone call from the staff down there saying this guy is too 
good for the league and you need to give him a look now. We haven’t got 
there yet, but we’re getting a lot closer. I just want him to know that when 
that time comes, we will give him a good opportunity.” 

 

Winnipeg Free Press LOADED 11.18.2022 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 18, 2022 

 

1259538 Winnipeg Jets 

 

Selanne, Numminen savouring special visit to Jetsville 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 1:21 PM CST Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022 

 

They felt the love from the community during their time as Winnipeg Jets. 
And they’re feeling it once again today as their numbers are set to be 
hoisted into the rafters at Canada Life Centre. 

Teemu Selanne and Teppo Numminen are back in town to be inducted 
into the organization’s Hall of Fame prior to tonight’s game against the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

“It’s a humble feeling to be here …it’s a big honour for sure,” Selanne 
said, during a late-morning news conference at the downtown rink. “I 
always said I’m very proud and thankful that I started here. The hockey 
means so much for this city and when you realize that, you just really 
appreciate what you do. I always said if you treat people well here, and 
you play well as a hockey player, you’re going to be a king here.” 

Added Numminen: “It’s a big honour and a lot of memories and for sure 
it’s going to be an emotional time. It’s nice, we can share it together and 
with our families. I’m kind of nervous about it but excited.” 

Selanne was selected 10th overall by the Jets in the 1988 NHL Draft. 
The “Finnish Flash” had 306 points (147G and 159A) in 231 games over 
four seasons before he was traded to Anaheim near the end of the 1995-
96 season. Numminen was picked 29th overall by Winnipeg in 1986, 
playing eight seasons in the city before the Jets relocated to Phoenix in 
1996. 

He spent seven more seasons in the desert, then finished his career with 
stops in Dallas and Buffalo. Numminen had 637 points (117G, 520A) in 
1,372 career games. 

“To be honest, we both never would have imagined what kind of career 
we would have,” said Selanne. “But at the time when you play, you don’t 
think about this kind of stuff. What could happen and how far it could go 
and what kind of things will happen afterwards. You just want to play as 
well as you can and either good things happen or they don’t. But if 
someone would have told me what will happen with my career and what 
kind of career I would have, all these Hall of Fame things, I would 
probably tell the guy you’re crazy.” 

There were plenty of laughs at the media availability, with Selanne 
referring to Numminen as a “big brother” during their time as teammates, 
who would always keep him on track by ensuring he didn’t miss flights 
and bus rides. 

“With his help, you don’t have to worry about anything else,” said 
Selanne. “We were talking about it yesterday, that not many times I even 
knew what time we had practice. But he knew. I was just following him. 
Sometimes I asked him on the plane: Which city we are going? I was just 
very focused on hockey and didn’t have to worry about anything else. He 
did a great job.” 

They also reminisced about things like the Palomino Club, a regular 
haunt for players back in the days. 

“The one thing here is it’s a small city and when it’s getting cold, there’s 
not too much things to do. Which is a good thing because you can focus 
on hockey,” said Selanne. 

“We were young guys and we wanted to stay active. That’s why the team 
was so close to each other. Almost every practice we went to lunch 
together after. Then later went to play pool or bowling or whatever. We 
didn’t have so many friends out of the team. All our buddies were actually 

our teammates. Then I was super active. I can’t stay still. So, I’d see kids 
playing street hockey and would say, ‘Can I join?’ And they’re like, ‘Sure!’ 
It was a great time, such great memories.” 

Speaking of “Ducky”, Numminen had a chance to check out the 
Hawerchuk statue in True North Square, which was unveiled last month. 

“Just overwhelmed,” said Numminen. “Coming here as a 20-year-old, I 
learned so much from the veteran players we had. We had Dale, we had 
Randy Carlyle, Laurie Boschman, and Thomas Steen on our team. I think 
those players really, I learned so much from them on the ice and off the 
ice in how to prepare and how to be a professional, and how to behave 
on the ice and off the ice. That really helped my career and so on. Dale 
deserved all the credit. He was a great captain, a great leader, and just a 
fantastic person. I’m really happy glad that Dale gets the recognition he 
deserves.” 

Selanne says he loves the way the organization continues to connect the 
past with the present. 

“I think hockey is for everybody here. It’s amazing how much power 
hockey can give people, the fans, and the team,” he said. 

“The team has done a great job. Mark Chipman with all the True North 
charity stuff, hockey is one side, but giving back to the community, the 
fans, and the people who need help, they’ve done that very well. I think 
the people appreciate that. I always said there is a reason they call it 
Friendly Manitoba. People really look after each other here and want to 
make sure everybody is doing well. When everyone pitches in, that’s 
Winnipeg. People can be very proud of what they’ve done here and how 
they live the life, and how they look after each other here.” 
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Selanne, Numminen honoured to be remembered, inducted into Jets Hall 
of Fame 

 

Scott Billeck 

Publishing date:Nov 17, 2022  

 

Dallas Eakins remembers not having any idea what his teammate Teemu 
Selanne was doing. 

He also recalls a personal dilemma on that Tuesday night in early March 
of 1993. 

“Do I catch it, do I let it go?” the Anaheim Ducks head coach said 
Thursday in Winnipeg. 

Eakins only played 14 games for the Winnipeg Jets that season, but the 
defenceman had a front-row seat on March 2 of that year as Selanne, a 
rookie phenom, dashed into the Quebec Nordiques zone, chipping a 
puck from the high slot past goaltender Stephane Fiset to break Mike 
Bossy’s rookie record for goals in a season with his 54th — completing a 
hat trick on the night right along with it. 

Selanne’s celebration in the immediate aftermath is the stuff of legends, 
with the fresh-faced 22-year-old tossing his right glove into the air and 
then shooting it out of the sky with four pumps of his Titan stick-turned-
shotgun at the old Winnipeg Arena. 

If you watch the video back, you briefly see one of Selanne’s teammates 
briefly catch the glove before dropping it as the team was racing over to 
celebrate. 

Eakins solved his dilemma by doing both in the end. 
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“If I remember right, they stopped the game after Teemu scored and I 
remember being on one knee over beside the bench there, and (Jets 
defenceman) Mike Lalor was next to me and Lalor said to me, and he 
was so right, ‘Have a good look at this kid, ‘cuz no one is going to break 
this record again.'” Eakins said Thursday as his Anaheim Ducks prepared 
to face the Jets at Canada Life Centre. 

About 15 minutes earlier, Selanne and fellow Finn and former Jets 
defenceman Teppo Numminen held court halfway around the rink in the 
Matt Frost Media Centre, just hours before both would see their numbers 
— 13 and 27, respectively — lifted to the rafters after being inducted in 
the Winnipeg Jets Hall of Fame. 

Selanne would go on to pot another 22 goals before the 1992-93 season 
was through, amassing a final tally of 76 that’s never come close to being 
touched since. 

Nearly 30 years on, Lalor’s hunch remains true. 

And while Selanne only graced Winnipeg for three-and-a-half seasons 
before being traded to the Ducks, then the Mighty Ducks, the love for the 
now 52-year-old Hockey Hall of Famer has never faded. 

Why? Selanne tried to take a stab at it on Thursday. 

“That shows how much people appreciate your effort out there, and off 
the ice, too,” he said. “I think hockey players are thankful and happy we 
can be part of the community with the charities, do the right things, and 
be role models. 

“(Winnipeg) is a perfect example: if you’re a two-year-old little baby or an 
80-year-old older person, they love hockey. They live and breathe 
hockey. It’s always amazing when you come here and realize the 
passion for hockey and when you realize you can give some excitement 
for them, and something they get excited about.” 

Numminen spent eight seasons in Winnipeg after being drafted in the 
second round in 1986. He’d go on to play nearly 1,100 games with the 
franchise split in Winnipeg and Phoenix after the club moved in 1996. 

The 54-year-old feels nostalgia has played a role in keeping the name of 
himself, Selanne, Dale Hawerchuk and others alive decades on from 
their playing days in the heart of the prairies. 

Numminen watched former Toronto Maple Leafs defenceman Borje 
Salming get honoured over this past weekend in Toronto, where the 
latter played 16 seasons with the Leafs. 

Numminen idolized Salming, a Swede, growing up, as did the throngs of 
Maple Leafs fans who watched him play. 

He feels the same is true for those who watched him and Selanne and 
many of the other legends in Winnipeg over the years. 

“That really stays with you the rest of your life, and motivates you, and 
keeps the positive memories with you,” he said. “So in tough times, you 
can always go back to the past and live the memories like we have here. 
It’s the timeline, it’s not going to come back, but it’s special.” 

Numminen admitted he was nervous on Thursday morning. 

“It’s a big honour and a lot of memories and for sure it’s going to be an 
emotional time,” he said. “It’s nice, (Teemu and I) can share it together 
and with our families.” 

Just as they shared many memories as both were coming up in the 
league. 

“Teppo was a huge factor for me when I came here,” Selanne said. “He 
was like an older brother for me at the time when I came here. With his 
help, you don’t have to worry about anything else. 

“We were talking about it yesterday, that not many times I even knew 
what time we had practice but he knew. I was just following him. 
Sometimes I asked him on the plane, ‘Which city we are going?’ I was 

just very focused on hockey and didn’t have to worry about anything else. 
He did a great job.” 

And once again Eakins will have a front-row seat. 

Selanne had some fun with one question on Thursday, suggesting that 
Eakins had asked the Finnish Flash if he could get into the Jets Hall of 
Fame, too, for catching that glove. 

“I said, ‘Absolutely,'” Selanne quipped. 

Eakins joked that he asked Jets ownership why they weren’t raising No. 
52 as well, suggesting that they him it was a tough decision but ultimately 
had to turn down the request. 

“It’s super special for me, personally,” Eakins said. “I think it’s really 
special that for both of those guys, with the relationship they have 
together, that their numbers are honoured in this great rink.” 
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Winnipeg Jets' Kyle Connor scores hat trick in win against Anaheim 
Ducks 

 

Scott Billeck 

Publishing date:Nov 17, 2022 

 

If there was ever a night and a picture-perfect backdrop for Kyle Connor 
to kick his goal-scoring account into high gear, it was Thursday night at 
Canada Life Centre. 

Prior to puck drop, the team inducted legendary forward Teemu Selanne, 
the man that still holds the Winnipeg Jets 1.0 single-season goal tally 
with 76, along with one of the most underrated defencemen the game 
has ever seen in Teppo Numminen into the club’s hall of fame. 

With their banners hanging high above ice level after a pre-game 
ceremony, it was Connor’s turn to pick up the torch. 

And the man who set the club’s 2.0 goal-scoring mark with 47 last 
season did just that, striking three times in the game to record his third 
career hat-trick while single-handedly pulling the Jets past the Anaheim 
Ducks by a 3-2 scoreline in front of The Finnish Flash and the other 
14.278 in attendance. 

“My game wasn’t too far off,” Connor said. “I put a little more emphasis 
on getting to the net tonight, just being around more pucks there. A 
couple of good plays by(Mark Scheifele) and (Sam Gagner), too, another 
one. So, just put yourself in good situations, that’s all you can ask for. So, 
I wasn’t getting too frustrated through the first 10, 12, 13 games there.” 

What a show the 25-year-old from Michigan put on for Teemu, Teppo 
and Co. 

Connor cranked in a one-timer from the slot with 54 seconds remaining in 
the third period to break a 2-2 deadlock, calling for the hats as he 
celebrated with his teammates and sealing the 10th victory of the season 
for the club, which improved to 10-4-1, including a sterling 8-1-1 record in 
their past 10 games. 

Last season’s Lady Byng winner injected some life into the building in the 
second period, ripping a rebound past Ducks starter John Gibson on the 
power play to erase Troy Terry’s first-period marker by tying the game 1-
1. 
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Connor would give Winnipeg its first lead of the night 14:15 into the third, 
converting on a quick snapper on a sublime feed from linemate Gagner, 
subbed in for the injured Mason Appleton. 

It was Connor’s first five-on-five goal of the season, with Scheifele 
providing an assist in that goal and Connor’s third. 

“Kyle has been awesome,” Scheifele said. “He’s made so many good 
plays. I’ve been lucky to be on the receiving end of a bunch of his really 
nice passes. It was nice to pay him back tonight. 

After the third goal, Connor was thinking of re-creating Selanne’s iconic 
goal celebration after his 54th marker of the 1992-93 season that broke 
Mike Bossy’s rookie goal-scoring record. 

“Yeah, I was kind of pissed off when I scored the third goal,” Connor said. 
“Me and (Blake Wheeler) were talking about if whoever scores first is 
going to throw the glove up and do his celly. But I didn’t do it. 

“But it’s cool to have them in the building. I know there was an extra buzz 
coming into it. We had the (Jets annual) gala (dinner on Wednesday 
night) and a bunch of cool stories about those two and it felt good to get 
a win for those guys, definitely.” 

The lead lasted all of 28 seconds as Ducks’ hotshot Trevor Zegras 
guided a perfectly placed shot up and over Connor Hellebuyck’s right 
shoulder to put the game back on even footing. 

Hellebuyck finished with 29 saves in the game, earning his eighth win of 
the season in 12 starts. 

Gibson was brilliant at the other end for Anaheim, stopping 29 of his own, 
including several Grade-A opportunities. 

The Jets continue their three-game homestand on Saturday when they 
welcome Sidney Crosby and the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

There was good news on Wednesday, with the sight of injured forward 
Nikolaj Ehlers skating with the team’s head strength and conditioning 
coach Jake Wolff. 

But if the story was to develop in a positive direction, Ehlers was going to 
need to be back on the ice Thursday morning. 

Unfortunately, he wasn’t. 

“He obviously didn’t skate today, and we’re going to have to make a call 
here eventually, very soon here, what we’re going to do with him,” 
Bowness said, ominously. 

Ehlers has now missed 13 games with an undisclosed lower-body injury. 
While it’s suspected to be a groin ailment, Bowness wouldn’t budge when 
asked on Thursday. 

He also wouldn’t say if surgery was the next option for the 26-year-old. 

“Nothing’s off the table with Nikolaj right now, let’s put it that way,” 
Bowness said. “We’re going to have to make decisions, other people will 
make. But right now, as we speak right now, we’re not there. I know I’m 
talking around the question, but I can’t give you a definitive answer on 
that. I can’t.” 

Meanwhile, the Jets recalled defenceman Ville Heinola on Thursday. 

He didn’t play against the Ducks, with Kyle Capobianco filling in for the 
injured Dylan DeMelo, who missed the game. 

Winnipeg’s infirmary now holds Ehlers, DeMelo, Logan Stanley, Mason 
Appleton and Morgan Barron — five players who were in the lineup with 
the Jets opened their 2022-23 season last month. 
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Clayton Keller scores lone goal for Arizona Coyotes in loss to Vegas 
Golden Knights 

 

Staff Report 

Nov 17, 2022, 11:23 PM | Updated: 11:57 PM 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Alex Pietrangelo had a goal and two assists, and 
the Vegas Golden Knights defeated the Arizona Coyotes 4-1 on 
Thursday night. 

William Carrier, Mark Stone and Reilly Smith also scored to help Vegas 
halt a two-game skid. Logan Thompson made 25 saves, and Jonathan 
Marchessault added two assists. 

The Golden Knights improved to 17-7-0 against the Coyotes, including 
10-3-0 on home ice. 

Clayton Keller scored for Arizona to extend his point streak to six games. 
Karel Vejmelka stopped 35 shots. 

After going 0 for 3 on the power play and 1 for 2 on the penalty kill in 
Tuesday’s 5-2 home loss to San Jose, the Golden Knights tightened up 
their special teams by stifling an Arizona squad that entered with the 
NHL’s fourth-best power play. 

“I think the penalty kill was huge in that second period,” Pietrangelo said. 

Arizona had a very brief 5-on-3 before having a one-man advantage for 
another 1:56, but couldn’t capitalize. 

Vegas stymied the Coyotes on all four of their power-play opportunities. 

“We made them work hard to get into the zone … expending some 
energy and some time to get set up,” Vegas coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
“And I thought on the contested pucks we did a good job getting our 
clears.” 

Pietrangelo broke a scoreless tie at 12:21 of the second when he took 
Jack Eichel’s feed at the point and fired a one-timer through traffic to give 
Vegas its first power-play goal in three games. 

“There was a lot of chatter about the power play coming into the season,” 
Pietrangelo said. “I think we’ve done a real good job executing. We’ve 
got two really good units.” 

Carrier made it 2-0 when he drove to the crease and sent a shot that 
deflected over Vejmelka just 32 seconds into the third. 

Stone scored with 14:07 left when he batted a rebound out of midair to 
make it 3-0. 

Pietrangelo, who assisted on the goals by Carrier and Stone, leads all 
Vegas skaters in career points against the Coyotes with 30 in 44 games. 
It marked his second three-point game in seven days. 

“I’m sure there’s teams I have a horrible stat against,” Pietrangelo said. 
“They play physical — it kind of gets me engaged. I like teams that come 
at you ’cause you can get them out of position, make them vulnerable in 
the O zone, and sometimes you take advantage of that.” 

Keller spoiled Thompson’s bid for his third shutout of the season when he 
scored his seventh goal midway through the third, but that was all the 
Coyotes could muster in their sixth straight road game. 

“We missed Grade-A opportunities,” coach André Tourigny said. “We had 
other plays where we needed to be quicker with our shot to get the goalie 
in motion, stuff like that. There’s a lot of work to do offensively.” 
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Smith’s goal with 1:03 remaining provided the final margin. 

LOOSE PUCKS 

– Vegas and former Arizona forward Phil Kessel skated in his 1,000th 
consecutive game. 

– The Coyotes plan a pit stop back home this weekend before continuing 
their stretch of 14 straight road games while work is done on their new 
arena at Arizona State University. 
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