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NHL Power Rankings: We have a new No. 1 and a surprise top-10 entry 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

We’re almost at a very important point in the NHL calendar: 
American/real Thanksgiving. It’s the time of year when teams 
usually hit the 20-game mark and the “it’s still early” excuse 
stops mattering so much. There’s still time, but at that point, 
we have a much clearer picture of the landscape. 

We’re not quite there yet, and there are still a lot of records 
to be skeptical about, but we’re close to seeing what these 
teams are really made of. 

This week, there’s a new team at the top of the Power 
Rankings, and it’s time to start considering them to be the 
real deal. An 11-win streak is huge, no matter when it 
happens. 

1. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 14-3-0 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Dom: WWWWWWWWWWWagon. 

Before the season I threw out some personal picks for the 
year that were based purely off vibes. Please ignore the 
vibes for the 31 other teams and bask in the glory of 
suggesting the Devils would somehow hit 103 points. I got 
yelled at a lot that day, but apparently that call wasn’t 
optimistic enough. This team is the real deal. They are fast, 
relentless on pucks, and don’t back down with a lead. 
They’re fun as hell and there’s still plenty of room on the 
wagon as they likely march toward the playoffs. They were at 
97 percent before Thursday night’s win. 

Sean: The wild thing here is that we’re looking at a 
legitimately good defensive team, process through results. 
Heading into Thursday night, they were 32nd in expected 
goals against/60 and 30th in actual goals against. That’s 
important for a few reasons; it’s a change from last season 
when a revolving door of hot-mess goaltenders ruined things 
for everyone; it’s a positive sign for Vitek Vanecek, who’s 
been better than average; and it shows that Lindy Ruff has 
the guys necessary to make his risk-tolerant, run-and-gun 
style actually, y’know, work. Look out. 

Dom: Also: #JBITBPITNHL 

2. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 15-2-0 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Tough break for the Bruins, huh? They went out, had 
themselves a 3-for-3 week and got themselves a 
(unanimous) boot out of the top spot. Gotta beat some good 

teams, I suppose. Something to watch: David Krejci had a 
two-goal night against the Flyers on Thursday, but before 
that, he’d had an expected goals percentage above 50 in 
one of his last eight games. It’s nothing to be overly 
concerned about — Krejci’s point production has been fine, 
and Boston is lucky to have him around — but they also 
need him to be better than what we’ve seen. 

Dom: Boston might be the actual best team in the NHL, but 
the Power Rankings aren’t always about that. The Devils’ 
vibes are reaching peak levels right now, enough to slightly 
nudge Boston down for the time being. It’s nothing personal. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 14-4-0 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Nice guy. Tries hard. Loves the game so much he 
played 1,000 straight games. What an incredible 
accomplishment for Power Rankings HQ favorite Phil Kessel. 
Now please, get us a photo of Phil actually wearing this 
jacket. 

Sean: Another Phil celebration on Thursday night! There are 
like a half-dozen other tweets we could embed here. I’m 
starting a weird streak of dumping on the top-ranked teams 
here, but … are we ready to worry a bit about Vegas’ 
goaltending? Heading into Thursday’s game against the 
Coyotes, Logan Thompson and Adin Hill were both 
underwater in GSAx for November, and Thompson had the 
edge with a save percentage of .900. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 10-5-2 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 4 

Sean: Would it have been better if the Canes beat Colorado 
on Thursday night? Sure. What they did instead — an OT 
loss in which they outshot the Avs at all strengths 48-15, 
outchanced them 44-14, beat them 17-7 in high-danger 
chances and controlled nearly 77 percent of the expected 
goals — was fine. I had them at four to start the night, and 
nothing happened that changed my mind. They’re really 
good. No notes. 

Dom: No notes indeed. They started the night with a 60 
percent expected goals rate and only improved that with a 
dominant shot clock performance against the Avalanche. 
That means more than the result. Right now it feels like 
there’s a very clear top four in the league and we’re going to 
need more from the outside group to dethrone this group. 
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5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 10-5-2 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 5 

Dom: Earlier this week I added a space on this site to check 
in on how much value each player is bringing to their teams 
this season, a GSVA leaderboard. At the very top of that list 
is Jason Robertson thanks to 26 points in 17 games and 
some ridiculous on-ice results at five-on-five. That top line 
continues to destroy opponents and Robertson is leading the 
way there. He’s on a 10-game heater with 19 points in that 
span. I would love to talk about someone else on this team, 
but it’s hard to do that when the top line continues to be the 
story. 

Sean: Fine, I’ll do it. Tyler Seguin has 13 points in 17 games. 
His five-on-five numbers with Mason Marchment aren’t great, 
but it feels like those two should work together, especially if 
they’re playing with someone other than Jamie Benn or 
Denis Gurianov. They’re at the top of the list of teams that 
need, like, one more piece, but for the time being, they’re 
capped out. We’ll see what happens there. 

6. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 9-5-1 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 6 

Sean: We talked about the Canes-Avs game a bit earlier. 
Shoutout to the man responsible for the result; Pavel 
Francouz, based on his performance on Thursday night 
alone, is going to jump from 39th to 18th in GSAx for the 
season. Crazy stuff from him. Seems like they have two 
goalies again — not a bad trump card for a team still missing 
three of its best players (Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri 
Nichushkin, Bowen Byram). 

Dom: Should we be worried that the Avalanche are the only 
preseason contender getting out-chanced at five-on-five right 
now? Yes, they’re dealing with big-time injuries –– but that 
only highlights how much depth this team lost during the 
summer. They’re winning for now, but unlike previous 
seasons, I’m not liking how they’re getting there. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 10-4-1 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 7 

Dom: With great power comes great responsibility. 

We understand the influence we have here; how our words 
and ranks can shape each team’s league-wide Respect-O-
Meter. It’s a gift, but also a curse. After last week’s 13th-
place rank, it was no shock to see Jets writer Murat Ates go 
to bat for the team he covers: a team that deserves more 
Respect. 

As with anything Murat writes, it was a fantastic piece –– one 
that offered a lot of soul-searching for the Power Rankings 
Boys. Have we been too mean to the Winnipeg Jets? Maybe. 

We try hard not to make this the Power Standings, but 
sometimes, it’s okay to give a little token of appreciation for a 
team that’s rattling off Ws. We’re proud of you Jets. You 
keep winning whatever way you feel comfortable winning, 
we’ll be off to the side here with nothing but respect in our 
hearts and the hope that you won’t betray us with a three-
game losing streak. 

Also, Kyle Connor rules. 

Sean: We talked to Murat on the podcast about all that. He 
was great, and I’m not going to rehash anything — it really is 
worth your time, for a lot of reasons. The two main points I 
want to make: Goaltending counts, especially when it’s 
coming from someone as reliably good as Connor 
Hellebuyck; and Winnipeg had a nice week. A win over the 
Kraken, a competitive loss against the Flames and an 
instance of taking care of business over a bottom-feeder like 
Anaheim? Nothing wrong with that. 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 9-5-4 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 8 

Dom: This might be the first time in Power Rankings history 
that Sean ranks the Leafs higher than I do. I’m not sure how 
this happened. Going to have to check my Leafs homer card 
at the door now that I’m a Devils fan. 

Sean: Ah buddy, one week isn’t enough to take that from 
you. I liked this piece from Cam Charron about the injured 
T.J. Brodie, particularly for the point he made up top 
— Toronto isn’t a bad defensive team. They’ve got issues, 
but that one (at least) is overblown. 

Dom: I was going to say don’t feed the trolls before I 
remembered you were their leader. 

9. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 9-7-1 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Loved this clip of Carter Verhaeghe. He’s got 11 
points in his last seven games, and it’s because of stuff like 
that. Ideal Matthew Tkachuk linemate right there. 

Dom: The wheels in that first clip, wow. He might be one of 
the league’s most underrated players and that top line is 
downright terrifying. They have a 67 percent expected goals 
rate together and have outscored opponents 10-2 in just 90 
minutes. 

10. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 10-6-1 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 9 

Sean: “Nick Paul between Steven Stamkos and Alex Killorn” 
seems like the latest Jon Cooper ticket to hit. Together, 
those three have an expected goals rate of about 60 and an 
actual goals rate of 75. If the Ross Colton–Vladislav 
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Namestnikov–Corey Perry line keeps it up, I don’t think we’re 
going to bring up the Lightning’s depth issues all that often. 
They smoked Calgary on Thursday night. 

Dom: Right now I’m a bit more worried about the blue line, 
especially if Victor Hedman continues to look just ordinary. 
Just nine points in 15 games and getting out-chanced at five-
on-five with an even goal difference. That’s not what we 
usually get from him. 

11. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 11-7-0 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 11 

Dom: I love these charts from Micah McCurdy for the way 
they capture game flow. This one is an all-timer from 
Thursday night. Five posts! 

While the constant pressure to close the game is nice to see, 
the walloping the team took before that is more important. 
Five minutes into the second when Nashville made it 4-1, the 
xG margin was 2.5-to-0.3 in favor of the Predators. That’s 
not good enough and the main reason we’ve been generally 
low on the club. They’re ranked this high because of their 
record, but that doesn’t feel all that sustainable if the team is 
that listless for 25 minutes to start a hockey game. 

Sean: They’re ahead of the Rangers this week, though. All 
good. Has Mathew Barzal scored yet? Doesn’t look like it. 

12. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 9-5-3 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 12 

Sean: Matty Beniers has one goal in November and is still 
just one off the team lead; Jared McCann scored his sixth on 
Thursday night. Probably not ideal — some added offensive 
punch at the top of the lineup was a big reason I started to 
buy into this roster overall, and Beniers was a huge part of 
that. Maybe don’t write him in pen as the Calder Trophy 
winner just yet. The other reason, though, still stands. Martin 
Jones is giving Seattle NHL-caliber goaltending. Wild how 
that works. 

Dom: Five goals in 17 games is a 24-goal pace, which isn’t 
ideal for a guy at the top of a team’s scoring leaderboard. But 
this is a team built on depth and it helps to also have Jordan 
Eberle and Jaden Schwartz scoring at the same rate, 
McCann with six in 14 and three others with four. That’s all 
probably still not enough to be taken seriously though which 
is why the surge in goaltending is the biggest story here. 

13. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 8-6-4 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 13 

Dom: Adam Fox won the Norris Trophy two seasons ago and 
he might be topping that run this year. He’s up to 20 points in 
18 games this year and obliterating people at five-on-five to 

the tune of a 62 percent expected goals rate. He’s a big 
reason the Rangers are controlling play much better this 
year. The team’s record isn’t there yet, but it feels like they’re 
doing enough things right to figure it out soon. 

Sean: Yeah, there are good things happening on the 
periphery. One of them is the play of Filip Chytil, who’s 
amped up his point production at 3C despite almost never 
getting power-play time and only playing 13 minutes a game. 
He’s effective in the time he sees (81.1 goals percentage, 
64.0 expected goals percentage coming into Thursday), 
giving the Rangers a shot of depth that they really, really 
need. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 11-7-1 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 14 

Sean: We’re going to have to run periodic checks on Gabriel 
Vilardi — and, yep, the breakout season is still ongoing, 
despite a dip in the last couple weeks. Vilardi is tied for ninth 
in the league with 10 goals. The shooting percentage is still 
high (above 21), but the underlyings are strong enough to 
suggest that it might not matter all that much. He’s also a 
blast to watch and a big reason the Kings are outrunning 
some consistently suspect play from both of their 
goaltenders. 

Dom: He has the best average Game Score on the team at 
1.33. Next up? Trevor Moore, who had a hat trick on 
Wednesday night in a win over the Oilers. He’s been an 
extremely pleasant surprise for the Kings over the last two 
seasons. He’s got 15 points this year and has been a decent 
play-driver to boot. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 7-7-3 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 15 

Dom: The Penguins are sitting at 7-7-3 on the season and 
part of the problem there might be a surprisingly weak power 
play. Pittsburgh sits 21st in the league with a 20 percent 
efficiency, but it shouldn’t be long before the tables start 
turning. Thursday’s win against the Wild had the team going 
two-for-five and that’s a nice start, but the real reason for 
optimism is the chances generated. Going into Thursday the 
Penguins scored just 6.6 goals-per-60 on 9.1 expected 
goals-per-60. The latter mark is top 10 in the league –– that’s 
where this team belongs with the man advantage. 

Sean: They also might have a Tristan Jarry problem. He 
pulled it together against Minnesota on Thursday night to 
some degree, but he’s under .900 on the season, toward the 
bottom of the league in GSAx and losing starts to Casey 
DeSmith. That’s not going to work long-term for Pittsburgh. 
That’s a team that needs to be periodically bailed out by its 
goalie, and Jarry hasn’t been close to doing that. 
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16. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 9-8-0 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 17 

Dom: Checking some math here. Connor McDavid is on 
pace to score six million points this season while not 
outscoring the opposition at five-on-five. Is that good? 

Sean: Wait, I thought McDavid could just choose to do 
whatever he wanted. Can’t he simply decide to be good 
defensively? I’m trying not to just blame that on Jack 
Campbell, and it’s tough. 

Dom: Last year he decided that. This year I guess he 
decided to score goals instead. This year’s version feels 
more fun. 

17. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 7-8-2 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 16 

Sean: Elite performance from Russo on Thursday night. 

Less so for the home team. The Wild are a mess, at the 
moment, and they don’t have Marc-Andre Fleury to bail them 
out. Filip Gustavsson was brutal against Pittsburgh, and he’s 
going to get at least a few more starts while Fleury is on 
injured reserve. 

Dom: As a lifelong* fan of the Minnesota Wild, this season 
has been extremely trying. The vibes are no longer 
immaculate. RIP Minnesota Wild. 

*like two years. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 7-7-2 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

Sean: Jonathan Huberdeau has eight points in 13 games 
and an average game score of 0.83. That’s not going to cut it 
— and no, I’m not going to juxtapose it with Matthew 
Tkachuk’s corresponding score. That’d be mean. Calgary 
plays Florida on Saturday night, though. 

Dom: Enough people yelled at me last year for the 
sheer audacity of suggesting Tkachuk might be the better 
player – so I will gladly do it. 

He’s got 21 points in 15 games and an average Game Score 
of 2.11 – which leads the league. Interesting. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 8-8-1 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 19 

Dom: Suddenly, the Predators are on a three-game win 
streak and have won five of seven to be back at fake .500. 

Filip Forsberg and Roman Josi are leading the charge there 
while Juuse Saros – aside from a meltdown against the 
Kraken – has looked better of late too. Nashville needs all 
three of those guys to be elite to get back in the thick of the 
playoff hunt and the last couple of weeks have offered solid 
progress on that front. 

Sean: Saros is the big one here. I don’t think Nashville is an 
actual contender, and I wouldn’t bet on them to make the 
playoffs, but if they hang around long enough to make stuff 
interesting, it’s going to be because of the goalie. In his last 
six games, he’s had two disasters and four games with save 
percentages of .933 or higher. The Preds will take that. 

20. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 8-5-4 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Dominik Kubalik is on track to be one of the great 
“found money” players of recent history. He’s over a point 
per game (20 in 17) and adding pop to a power play that 
really, really needed it. The underlyings are ugly, but 
whatever — he’s producing, and he’s doing it for next to 
nothing. The most naked bit of tanking anyone is ever going 
to see, courtesy of the Blackhawks. 

Dom: Considering how Chicago has looked slightly 
competent this year, it’s fair to wonder whether throwing in 
the towel and getting rid of Alex DeBrincat, Kirby Dach, 
Dylan Strome and Dominik Kubalik was really the wisest 
choice. Strome and Kubalik were especially strange because 
they just straight up didn’t qualify them. Now that’s Detroit’s 
gain as Kubalik is looking like the dominant scorer he was 
back in his rookie season when he potted 30 goals in 68 
games. 

21. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 8-8-0 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 21 

Dom: As it turns out, the St. Louis Blues are not the worst 
team of all time, despite losing eight straight games. Shades 
of last year’s dominant team have shown up over the last 
week, with the team reeling off five straight wins – two of 
which were against very strong Vegas and Colorado teams. 
Not bad at all, and the team is back to even with an 8-8-0 
record. I’m still not sold that they’re as good as last year, but 
the win streak helps the Blues inch closer to where they 
should be: the playoff bubble. Jordan Kyrou and Ryan 
O’Reilly returning to form during this stretch has helped get 
them there. 

Sean: Washington just hung 47 shots on poor Thomas 
Greiss, but he made it work. I’m legitimately psyched to see 
what Blues fans are saying in the comments this week. Been 
an emotional roller coaster down there for you folks. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 7-9-3 
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Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 22 

Sean: I had a thought on Thursday evening; we started doing 
these late in the 2020-21 season, and I don’t think we’d ever 
gone as long without focusing the Caps’ blurb on Alex 
Ovechkin. Of course he went out and scored against the 
Blues. Of course he did. 

Dom: He only has nine goals in 19 games? Pfttt. That would 
be his lowest goal pace in six years. No wonder we didn’t 
mention him. 

But seriously, the dude is 37 years old and is still on track to 
score 40 goals. Russian Machine truly does not break. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 8-8-1 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Nick Suzuki’s start to the season has been a wild one 
that I have nothing but respect for. Suzuki has 11 goals but 
has only 3.7 expected goals. At five-on-five he’s been on the 
ice for 20 goals but was only expected to be on for 7.9. 
Montreal is out-scoring teams by six with him on the ice but 
should’ve been outscored by five instead. Puck luck can do 
some wacky things in small samples and that’s created a 
dream start for Suzuki who has 21 points in 17 games and a 
39 percent expected goals rate. It doesn’t make any sense, 
but who cares – enjoy the ride while it lasts. 

Sean: Nice try. 

People still aren’t going to forget what you said about that 
contract. They’ll willfully misinterpret your point, sure, but 
they won’t forget. 

Dom: I’ll copy and paste the point verbatim, for those 
selectively remembering things then: 

“Consider this a warning sign more than Suzuki actually 
belonging. The model spits out this result because Suzuki is 
not currently an $8 million player. He’s not close either and 
there’s a lot more risk now with his deal. With the deal being 
eight years long, the yearly negative surplus also 
compounds. 

With that being said, it would be an absolute shock to see 
him anywhere close to this list next season. He’s a talent 
worth betting on, even if the odds lowered after last season.” 

24. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 6-9-1 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: It feels like whatever Sens fans hadn’t pushed the 
panic button would’ve reached for it with a loss to Buffalo on 
Thursday. Instead, they got a great game out of Jake 
Sanderson on a night when he had to do some heavy lifting. 
Sanderson looks great and the numbers back it up. Maybe 
Ottawa can get him some help, even when Thomas Chabot 
and Artem Zub are back in the lineup. 

Dom: Worth noting that the Senators have had some pretty 
bad luck in terms of sequencing. Their plus-one goal 
differential puts them ahead of the 11-7-1 Kings who have 
scored as many goals as they’ve allowed this season. A few 
bounces going differently and Ottawa’s record would be 
much more respectable. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 7-7-3 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 25 

Dom: The Flyers have lost five straight, giving up four or 
more goals in each of those games. That’s more like it. This 
pretty much sums it up. 

Sean: They’ve got the same points percentage as Montreal 
and St. Louis. They deserve to be down here. That said, the 
players did something nice for Jimmy Hayes’ family this 
week. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 7-10-0 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

Sean: The Sabres’ seven-game losing streak, if it ends soon-
ish, is going to be mild by their recent standard of early-
season collapses. Not sure it’s gonna; those guys don’t look 
so good! I take no joy in this. You may … not me, though. 

Dom: The good news is that despite the skid, Mt. Tage is still 
erupting on a nightly basis. He’s on a six-game point streak 
with five goals and eight points. Thompson being the real 
deal and the Sabres sucking for one more year is a best-
case scenario for this year’s loaded draft class. Give this 
team Connor Bedard and the ascent begins for real next 
season. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 27 
Record: 6-7-3 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 27 

Dom: The Blackhawks getting smoked 5-2 by the Blues and 
3-0 by the Hurricanes feels like the beginning of a snowball 
rolling down a massive hill. The surprisingly competent start 
was cute and fun for a bit – but let’s be real here. We know 
where a team with a top pair of Jack Johnson and Jake 
McCabe is going from here on out. 

Sean: Chicago is allowing about five more high-danger 
chances/60 since Seth Jones broke his hand, and he’s going 
to miss even more time than expected. Johnson and 
McCabe almost have to be Chicago’s top pair, based on the 
play of Caleb Jones and Alec Regula. Brutal. 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 29 
Record:6-10-3 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 28 
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Sean: It’s really, really hard to imagine the Sharks and Sens 
linking up to send Erik Karlsson back to Ottawa for a few 
reasons — San Jose would have to eat a ton of money, and 
the Sens seem allergic to trading anyone away from a roster 
that’s never won a single thing. And that, my boy, feels like a 
shame. 

Dom: Ho hum, another four-point night for Karlsson who, 
somehow, has 28 in 19 games. That’s just silly. A casual 
121-point pace. I hope he hits 100. 

29. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 5-9-3 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

Dom: It’s still stunning to me that the Canucks find 
themselves in the league’s basement. I mean, they’re not a 
good team –– but they should be so much better than this… 
right? If you told me Elias Pettersson would get back on the 
superstar track and that Bo Horvat would be one of the 
league’s premier goal scorers to start the season, I would’ve 
figured this team would be challenging for the division. This? 
It makes no damn sense for a team of their talent level. It’s 
not a lot of talent, but it’s not this either. 

Sean: What about it is stunning? The GM is openly 
antagonizing the coach, who has a less-than-zero-percent 
chance at keeping his job and the owner of the team, last I 
checked, hasn’t changed. They’re behind the eight ball for 
the rest of the season, at minimum. Also, I’m not putting 
Pettersson back on the superstar track anytime soon. Sorry! 

Dom: It’s stunning because the roster, on paper, 
isn’t this bad. Pettersson has 20 points in 17 games, a 55 
percent expected goals rate and 63 percent of the actual 
goals by the way. On this team! 

30. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 6-9-1 

Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 29 

Sean: By this time next week, Jakob Chychrun is going to be 
playing actual games. Soon after that, mercifully, he’ll be 
traded. Please, let this part of the Coyotes ordeal come to an 
end. Whatever. This team has scored 41 goals in 16 games 
and somehow won six of them. Salute. 

Dom: I clearly have not been paying attention to this team or 
their schedule because I am just learning that 19 of their first 
23 games will be on the road. Good thing they’re actively 
trying to lose this year because that’s brutal. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 6-9-1 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Dom: Erik Gudbranson: $4 million per season for four years. 
How does that contract happen in the year 2022? 

And yet, the Blue Jackets have won two in a row with 
Gudbranson playing 26 and 27 minutes. Amazing. 

Sean: A roster that was overrated to begin with, combined 
with a whole bunch of injuries, has the vibe around that team 
hard-pivoting toward “develop the young guys.” They’re in 
the hangover portion of the Johnny Gaudreau sugar high. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 5-11-1 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

Dom: Checking some more math here. The Anaheim Ducks 
are on pace to literally never win a game in regulation. Is that 
good? 

Sean: Think of a category, and the Ducks are either at the 
bottom of the league or close enough.
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NHL future watch: Who’s the hottest player in each team’s prospect pipeline? 

It’s what every NHL organization wants to see in its prospect 
pipeline: the player who takes the next step — or two or 
three — and shows that he’s ready for more responsibility 
and/or a look at a higher level. And with a month-plus gone 
in the 2022-23 hockey season, these rising-stock prospects 
have started to emerge. 

Who’s the hottest for each team? 

The Athletic posed that question to its NHL staff, stipulating 
that while very recent call-ups are eligible, the prospects 
should not be current full-time NHLers. 

In response, we heard about top picks ready to make the 
leap, hidden gems earning bigger opportunities and players 
on the precipice of making an NHL impact. Here are the 
picks. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Pavel Mintyukov: Mintyukov, who turns 19 next week, is no 
diamond in the rough, as the 10th pick from the 2022 draft. 
But the dynamic defenseman is rolling, leading all OHL 
blueliners in scoring (10 goals, 28 points) through 
Wednesday while powering the Saginaw Spirit to a strong 
start. Honorable mention goes to goalie Lukas Dostal, who is 
keeping the AHL’s San Diego Gulls afloat with a .919 save 
percentage heading into weekend play and recently captured 
a league player of the week nod. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Artyom Duda: We rarely see 18-year-old defensemen play 
regularly in the KHL — and even less often for a team that 
attracts the kind of talent that CSKA does — and Duda, a 
second-round pick in 2022, has impressed, effectively 
influencing play at both ends. In doing so, he has 
leapfrogged older, also-drafted prospects like the Blue 
Jackets’ Nikolai Makarov on the organizational depth chart. 
Had the Russians been allowed to play in this year’s world 
juniors, he likely would have made the team. — Scott 
Wheeler 

Boston Bruins 

Fabian Lysell: The 2021 first-round pick has acclimated well 
to his first season of North American pro hockey. The 19-
year-old right wing had four goals and 11 points in 11 games 
through Thursday, third-most for Providence. He is still 
adjusting to the AHL’s physicality, but he is applying his 
speed, skill and willingness to go to danger areas to create 
offense. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Lukas Rousek: The Sabres’ have one of the best prospect 
pools in hockey, and top players like Matt Savoie and Devon 
Levi are off to strong starts. Recent first-round picks Isak 
Rosen and Jiri Kulich are acclimating well to the AHL, too. 
Kulich leads the Americans in shots on goal by 10 as an 18-
year0old. But Rousek is the biggest riser. A 2019 sixth-round 
pick, he spent most of last season recovering from a torn 
ACL. Now 23, he has 11 points in Rochester’s first 13 
games. His playmaking and net-front presence could help 
him get a call to Buffalo this season. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Connor Zary: Zary had a bumpy start to his professional 
career in 2021-22 due to injury and performance, but it was 
clear he was a better player and prospect than he showed 
last season. He’s been much improved in 2022-23, with six 
goals and 12 points in 12 games entering play Friday, which 
was second on the AHL Wranglers in scoring and nearly half 
his totals from 53 games last season (13 goals and 25 
points). Zary proving to be a legitimate NHL center option will 
be great for the organization, for obvious reasons. — Hailey 
Salvian and Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Scott Morrow: The defenseman, a 2021 second-round pick 
by the Hurricanes, and his team at UMass got off to a hot 
start this season, but both have cooled considerably since 
Hockey East play opened. After a 5-0-1 start that included a 
two-game sweep of then-No. 1 Denver — with Morrow 
scoring in both wins — UMass was 5-5-1 entering play 
Friday. Morrow’s overall numbers are still very good, with 
four goals and 10 points in 11 games, but he had only two 
points (both assists) during the five-game skid. Still, his 
arrow is pointed up. He will likely turn pro after this season 
and will surely draw comparisons to Cale Makar — another 
right-handed Minutemen defenseman — when he does. It’s 
unlikely his (or anyone’s) ceiling is that high, but he will be 
highly anticipated in Raleigh as soon as his college career is 
over. Alexander Nikishin is another to consider here, 
emerging as one of the best defensemen in the KHL at just 
21 years old, though he’s KHL contract does run through 
2025. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Kevin Korchinski: The Blackhawks need the No. 7 pick from 
the 2022 draft to develop into a star defenseman for their 
rebuild to work, and so far, he’s living up to the hype this 
season with the Seattle Thunderbirds. He leads all WHL 
defensemen with 1.5 points per game — three goals and 21 
assists in 14 games. By all accounts, his overall game is 
improving, too. It’s early, but the Blackhawks have to like 
where his development is at. — Scott Powers 

Colorado Avalanche 

Jean Luc-Foudy: Most of Colorado’s would-be top prospects 
are either already full-time NHL players (Bowen Byram and 
Alex Newhook) or were traded to bolster the current roster 
(Justin Barron to Montreal and Drew Helleson to Anaheim, 
for example). Forward Jean-Luc Foudy, though, is off to a 
strong start with the Colorado Eagles. The 2020 third-round 
pick is an elite skater, and he has found more scoring touch 
in his third pro season. He has 11 points in 14 games 
through Thursday, which is a far better rate than the 26 
points he had in 65 games last year. At only 20 years old, 
he’s an encouraging part of Colorado’s system. — Peter 
Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

David Jiricek: The Blue Jackets have invested heavily in their 
blue line, spending three first-round picks on defensemen in 
the last three drafts. Jiricek, selected last summer at No. 6, 
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immediately became the top prospect. After a very good first 
NHL training camp, the 18-year-old was sent to AHL 
Cleveland, where he has played heavy minutes in all 
scenarios and had five assists in his first seven games. He 
had a brief taste of the NHL in late October, but it’s pretty 
clear the organization wants him to learn and grow for as 
long as possible in the AHL. He’ll almost certainly be a 
regular in Columbus next season. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Thomas Harley: The criteria for these picks eliminate Wyatt 
Johnston (who’s spent all season in the NHL), Matej Blumel 
(recent weeks in the NHL) and Logan Stankoven (top overall 
prospect, but not “rising”). There is a good case, though, that 
Harley is the hottest prospect for the Stars, especially 
relative to his standing after training camp. Harley struggled 
in camp and took a few games to adjust in the AHL to start 
the season, but since then he has shown great 
improvements in the areas the Stars outlined for him. 
Improving his defensive game has been an emphasis, and 
he’s making strides there, earning the trust of his coaches 
and the Stars’ front office. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Carter Mazur: A 2021 third-round pick, Mazur was one of the 
biggest surprises in the Red Wings’ farm system last season, 
and he’s taken it to another level in 2022-23. Building off a 
strong showing at the summer world juniors, Mazur is on a 
goal-scoring tear at Denver, where he has 12 goals in 12 
games for the Pioneers. That led the country entering the 
weekend. Mazur is a multidimensional player who brings a 
high baseline of competitiveness and physicality to the ice, 
which — combined with the scoring touch he’s shown since 
the draft — makes him a highly intriguing prospect. He looks 
like a future top-nine piece for Detroit. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Michael Kesselring: Kesselring’s stock within the 
organization has been steadily rising since he was drafted in 
the sixth round, 164th, four years ago. He was touted by 
former Oilers director of player development Scott Howson 
as someone to watch back in March 2020. Fast forward to 
2022-23, and the defenseman had six goals in 12 games 
entering play Friday, already doubling his total in that 
category from last season. Oilers general manager Ken 
Holland said he’s probably been AHL Bakersfield’s best 
player and could get a recall in the event of an injury. “He’s a 
(legitimate) prospect,” Holland said. — Daniel Nugent-
Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Mackie Samoskevich: The Panthers don’t have much to work 
with; Corey Pronman had them at No. 25 in his prospect 
rankings, with NHL players Anton Lundell and Spencer 
Knight at the top. Grigori Denisenko, a winger in his second 
North American season, hasn’t produced in the AHL. 
Samoskevich, a first-round pick in his second season at 
Michigan, had 10 goals and 19 points in his first 12 games 
and was just named a Big Ten star of the week. He’s a 
creative, offensively gifted player who seems to be feasting 
on an expanded role with the Wolverines. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Kenny Connors: Yes, Brandt Clarke and Quinton Byfield are 
in the AHL … but we’re focusing on prospects who are 
tearing it up at the moment, and that’s Connors. Selected in 
the fourth round in 2022, the 19-year-old forward has jumped 
right into NCAA play as a freshman at UMass, with four 
goals and 11 points in his first 11 games through Thursday. 
His play for the Minutemen may put him in the conversation 
for Team USA at the world juniors. As a runner up, Jordan 
Spence has 12 assists in 12 games for the Ontario Reign as 
he bides his time in the AHL again while awaiting an opening 
on the Kings’ blue line. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Jesper Wallstedt: After opening his North American pro 
career with three overtime/shootout losses, the 2021 first-
round pick earned his first career victory with a 37-save effort 
against the Chicago Wolves two days before his 20th 
birthday. To cap that performance, he scored the first goalie 
goal in Wild organization history. Fresh off winning bronze 
backstopping Sweden at the world juniors in August, 
Wallstedt has reiterated that he’s the Wild’s “Goalie of the 
Future,” and fans are clamoring to see him fast, though 
general manager Bill Guerin wants to “overbake” him and not 
risk handicapping his development by rushing him to the 
NHL. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Owen Beck: It’s funny now to think that the only thing that 
prevented the Mississauga Steelheads center from being a 
first-round pick in the last NHL Draft was a somewhat 
questionable offensive upside. Beck has stormed out of the 
gate with 13 goals and 22 points in his first 15 games 
through Thursday while continuing to play a responsible 200-
foot game and being a premier faceoff man. Even as an 18-
year-old, the Canadiens’ pick at No. 33 last June has done 
enough to be considered for a spot on Canada’s team at the 
upcoming world juniors. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Luke Evangelista: Juuso Parssinen would have been the 
answer not long ago, but now the bruising center is a catalyst 
for the Preds’ recent upswing — three games played, three 
goals, three Nashville wins. Evangelista, a gifted right winger 
picked in the second round in 2020, takes Parssinen’s spot 
as the hottest prospect (while acknowledging that goalie 
Yaroslav Askarov is the top prospect). The Preds want to 
make sure Evangelista (6-foot, 181 pounds) is ready for the 
rigors of the NHL before considering a call-up, but he looks 
the part in the AHL right now, with four goals and 12 points in 
12 games through Thursday. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Seamus Casey: Casey has stepped right into a crowded blue 
line at Michigan and has had an immediate impact on one of 
the top-ranked teams in the country, driving offense while 
(maybe more importantly) playing within himself at both 
ends. He has played well enough that he may now even be 
positioned to challenge for one of the final roster spots on 
another crowded blue line: Team USA’s at the world juniors, 
with its three returnees and plenty of other offensively-
inclined types. — Scott Wheeler 
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New York Islanders 

Ruslan Iskhakov: A second-round pick of the Islanders in 
2018, Iskhakov has exploded out of the gates in AHL 
Bridgeport with four goals and 14 points in 12 games through 
Thursday, and he was named as the AHL’s Rookie of the 
Month for October. The biggest hurdle for the winger to 
overcome if he’s going to take the next step is his size, as 
he’s listed at 5-foot-9, 165 pounds. And, at 22 years old, he 
may not get much bigger at this point. For a team that lacks 
high-end talent in the system, though, it has to be 
encouraging for the Islanders to see Iskhakov’s strong start. 
— Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Brennan Othmann: His recent trade from Flint to 
Peterborough in the OHL raised a few eyebrows, but the 
2021 first-rounder continues to produce — and get the 
Rangers excited about what the winger could do for a cap-
strapped lineup that doesn’t have much depth scoring 
beyond its top few wingers. He’s got 12 goals and 25 points 
through 18 OHL games entering play Friday and scored his 
first with the Petes this week. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Jacob Bernard-Docker: The Senators don’t really have a 
prospect who is on a meteoric rise within the organization 
right now; most of their blue-chippers have already 
graduated to the NHL on a full-time basis. But Bernard-
Docker has probably been the prospect who has risen the 
most over the past six weeks — an improvement that 
recently earned him a call-up. Will he be good enough to 
stick full-time? I guess we’ll find out in the weeks ahead. But 
Bernard-Docker has looked calm, steady and mobile in his 
handful of NHL games so far. He was a bubble NHL player 
out of training camp, and the Senators desperately need help 
on the right side of their blue line, so his progress could not 
have come at a better time. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Cutter Gauthier: Yes, Cutter Gauthier is the Flyers’ best 
prospect. But he’s also the fastest rising in the system, in 
large part because over the past few weeks, he’s started to 
look like the type of impact scoring center that the big club so 
desperately needs. The Flyers have more than enough 
middle-of-the-lineup prospects and youngsters in their 
system. If they’re going to actually take a step forward in the 
post-Claude Giroux era, they need at least a few stars. 
Gauthier’s run over his past four games at Boston College 
(four goals, six points) and his legitimately dominant play at 
times raise the hope that the No. 5 pick from the 2022 draft 
— who was always viewed as something of a high-risk, high-
reward prospect — just might be exactly what the Flyers 
need. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Filip Hallander: Hallander got an emergency recall with the 
Penguins, albeit due to injuries, because of his strong start 
with Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. He has emerged as one of the 
team’s most dependable two-way forwards, with high-end 
defensive awareness. He’s the type of player a presumed 
Cup contender loves to develop because he plays a winning 
style of hockey. He’ll look at home in the NHL when the 

Penguin’ cap situation is better; he’d have earned his spot 
already if not for the lack of maneuverability because 
Pittsburgh is so close to the cap. It’s his defense and 
intangibles that the Penguins’ pro personnel staffers love. — 
Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Cameron Lund: Lund, a second-round pick in the 2022 NHL 
draft and one of the club’s top prospects, is off to a great 
start as a freshman at Northeastern. He has racked up four 
goals and 11 points in 12 games through Thursday, which is 
one point fewer than Logan Cooley and three shy of Jimmy 
Snuggerud (both 2022 first-rounders). Lund was not on the 
United States roster for the U18 world championships last 
season, but The Athletic’s Scott Wheeler believes he will 
make the U.S. squad for the upcoming U20 world junior 
championships as an 18-year-old. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Jani Nyman: All of the Kraken’s four 2022 second-round 
picks have met expectations (Jagger Firkus, David Goyette 
and Niklas Kokko have all played well this season) so far, but 
Nyman has exceeded them. After posting five points and 16 
shots in just two games at Finland’s junior level with Ilves to 
start the season, he earned a quick promotion to the top-
rung Liiga and has been the league’s most productive under-
19 player. He has been a force with Finland’s U20 team in 
advance of the world juniors, too. — Scott Wheeler 

St. Louis Blues 

Nikita Alexandrov: The Blues hit rock bottom with an eight-
game losing streak in late October and early November, and 
one of their call-ups to get things back on track was 
Alexandrov. The second-round pick from 2019 spent two 
seasons with AHL Springfield, and while he doesn’t have the 
flash of 2021 first-rounder Zach Bolduc, he has put in the 
work and earned the Blues’ trust as a dependable bottom-six 
forward. He’s been compared to former Blues player Tyler 
Bozak, and it fits him well so far. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Hugo Alnefelt: Alnefelt’s rookie season in North America in 
2021-22 was predictably an up-and-down one. There aren’t 
many 20-year-old goaltenders in the AHL, let alone ones that 
have success. He’s off to a strong start to his 21-year-old 
season, though, so far outplaying the veteran Maxime 
Lagace with the Crunch. Because Brian Elliott’s one of the 
oldest players in the NHL and signed to a one-year deal, if 
Alnefelt could emerge as a backup option behind Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in the next couple of years, that would be huge 
for the Lightning. — Scott Wheeler 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Keith Petruzzelli: Petruzzelli won his first six starts for the 
Marlies this season, which led to a promotion to the Leafs 
when they were short on goaltenders — with Matt Murray 
and Ilya Samsonov both injured. He didn’t end up making an 
appearance for the NHL squad, but the gigantic (6-foot-6) 
former Red Wings third-round pick is on the radar now. — 
Jonas Siegel 
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Vancouver Canucks 

Linus Karlsson: Karlsson has been the best player for AHL 
Abbotsford, registering 10 points in 11 games — a strong 
continuation of his performance at training camp and in the 
preseason. His defensive smarts, positioning and play in 
high-traffic areas all showed clear NHL potential in training 
camp. He looks like a second-half call-up candidate. Elias 
Pettersson is another candidate (no, not *that* Elias 
Pettersson), a Swedish defender who the Canucks selected 
in the third round of the 2022 draft. The big, lefty defender 
plays a black-and-blue style and has gotten off to a really 
strong start to his draft plus-one campaign — over a point 
per game in the J20 league and a regular at the SHL level at 
19 (although he’s averaging fewer than five minutes per 
game on one of the SHL’s top sides). He has been a 
standout in U20 international competition throughout the fall 
and seems like he could play a major role for Sweden at the 
world juniors. — Harman Dayal and Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Kaedan Korczak: This was a tough call because the first 
thought would’ve been Paul Cotter, but he’s become an NHL 
regular at this point so he no longer qualifies. Then you have 
the Silver Knights with the worst record in the entire AHL, so 
it’s hard to say anyone’s having a particularly great start 
down there. I went with Korczak because of his strong camp, 
and despite Henderson’s awful defensive numbers, I believe 
he’s ready to make the jump to the NHL whenever called 
upon. His game fits what coach Bruce Cassidy wants in his 

defensemen, and he’s shown he’s plenty strong enough to 
play the pro game. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Ivan Miroshnichenko: The Capitals bet big on the 18-year-old 
Russian, drafting him at No. 20 in July despite a Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma diagnosis that scared away other clubs. Earlier 
this month, he was cleared to resume playing, and he’s 
wasted no time reminding everyone why he was considered 
a top-10 talent prior to his bout with cancer. In six games 
with Omskie Yastreby in Russia’s junior ranks, the 6-foot-1, 
185-pounder has six goals, two assists and a fighting major. 
It’s too soon to project when he might come to the NHL, but 
he’s a powerful, goal-scoring right-shot winger who likes to 
line up on the left … a lot like his childhood idol and future 
teammate, Alex Ovechkin. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Ville Heinola: Heinola may not have convinced Rick 
Bowness he’s too good for the AHL quite yet, but his seven 
points in 11 games entering play Friday, combined with 
stellar defensive numbers, have earned him a November 
call-up. Heinola, still just 21 years old, has one more year left 
on his entry-level contract, and the sense is that Winnipeg 
won’t rush him in place of its established veterans. That said, 
previous coaches have indeed called him “too good for the 
AHL,” and his strong start after a middling Jets camp 
suggests he’s on his way to earning that title all over again. 
— Murat Ates 
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About Last Night: Everything but the result 

The Hurricanes outshot the Avalanche 48-15 Thursday night 
in PNC Arena, but the Avalanche won the game 3-2 in 
overtime.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a weird one Thursday night in 
PNC Arena, as the Canes overall dominated the game in a 
3-2 overtime loss to the Colorado Avalanche.  

Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas scored for the home team 
in an effort that featured the Canes dominating almost every 
statistical category, but the end result was an overtime loss 
all the same.  

About last night: 

Everything but the kitchen sink (win) 

By all accounts other than the final score, the Hurricanes 
dominated the game Thursday night.  

The Canes outshot the Avalanche 48-15, were 68% in the 
faceoff dot, won the Corsi battle at 72.81%, outchanced the 
Avalanche 44-13, had a 4.97-1.52 advantage in expected 
goals and dominated 17-7 in high-danger scoring chances.  

But, of course, none of that matters because the final score 
was 3-2 as the Avalanche won in overtime and left Raleigh 
with two points despite getting dominated in the game.  

Sometimes, that’s just the way it goes. The Canes certainly 
could have done a few things better — they were 0 for 4 on 
the power play in the game while allowing a power play goal, 
and a lot of the shots were at Pavel Francouz — but also the 
result didn’t really match the effort as a whole.  

Like any loss, it’s a disappointing finish. But there’s also 
plenty of good to hang the hat on for the Hurricanes in that 
game.  

Just one on the power play 

The Hurricanes went 0 for 4 on the power play in the game, 
and just one goal with the man advantage would have made 
the difference.  

Much like the game as a whole, the numbers weren’t terrible 
for the Canes on the power play. Carolina had five high-
danger chances, 11 total scoring chances for and outshot the 
Avalanche 9-1 while it was on the man advantage, but again 
couldn’t get one past Francouz.  

With that effort, the Canes are now 0 for 12 on the power 
play in the last three games, and also just 1 for 19 over the 
past five games. Also, Carolina is now just 3 for 26 on the 
power play in the team’s seven losses this season.  

The Canes entered Thursday night’s game 28th in the NHL 
on the power play with a 16.1% success rate, and that only 
got worse.  

It’s obviously still early in the season, but the power play has 
been a bit of an issue. If it got just one Thursday, the Canes 
could’ve gotten a big win.  

Necas, Aho continue to be great 

Even in the loss, Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho continued 
to be exceptional for the Hurricanes.  

Both players scored their eight goals in the game, with 
Necas also picking up his 13th assist of the season on Aho’s 
goal for Carolina.  

Necas has, rightfully, gotten a lot of praise for how his 
season has started, but don’t overlook the fact that Aho just 
continues to do his thing.  

Against one of the best teams in the NHL, the duo was very 
good again.
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Minnesota Wild: Game Preview 

The Carolina Hurricanes are once again on the road as they 
take on the Minnesota Wild tonight at 8 p.m. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-2) @  

Minnesota Wild (7-8-2) 

2022-23 Regular Season — Game 18 

Saturday, November 19, 2022 — 8 pm ET 

PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Hockey Wilderness 

The Carolina Hurricanes are once again back on the road as 
their wacky constant shift between home and away schedule 
continues. 

This time they will be facing the Minnesota Wild who have 
had a slower start to the season. 

Karill Kaprizov has picked up right where he’s left off 
however, with 10 goals and 19 points in 17 games, but it’s 
the goaltending that’s left a lot to be desired. 

An aging Marc-Andre Fluery and an inconsistent backup 
leaves Minnesota with little wiggle room especially with their 
dire cap situation. 

The Wild are currently on a three-game winless streak with 
losses to San Jose, Nashville and Pittsburgh. 

Carolina will be looking to shake off an improbable loss to 
the Colorado Avalanche who the Canes dominated all over 
the ice but could not seem to get the better of Pavel 
Francouz eventually falling 3-2 in overtime. 

The Hurricanes are being led by Andrei Svechnikov in goals 
with 12 and Martin Necas in points with 21.
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Wolves Skate To 4-3 Victory Over IceHogs 

ROCKFORD, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves opened a stretch of 
three games in three days with a scintillating 4-3 victory over 
the Rockford IceHogs on Friday night in Rockford. 

Griffin Mendel, Vasily Ponomarev, Malte Stromwall and 
Nathan Sucese scored goals and Zachary Sawchenko was 
strong in net to help the defending Calder Cup champion 
Wolves snap a two-game losing skid. 

The Wolves’ Ronan Seeley and Ryan Dzingel each added 
two assists in the first of back-to-back meetings between the 
teams. 

Sucese’s shorthanded goal in the third period was the game-
winner for the Wolves, who thwarted a Rockford rally to kick 
off a busy weekend on a high note. 

“Guys are stepping up left and right here,” Sucese said. “We 
have a lot of guys down and we need guys to step up moving 
forward. We have two other big ones this weekend.” 

The IceHogs broke through early on Buddy Robinson’s goal 
but the Wolves tied it in the latter stages of the opening 
period on Mendel’s second goal of the season. The 
defenseman wired a wrist shot from just inside the blue line 
through traffic and past the glove of IceHogs goaltender 
Dylan Wells. 

A short time later, the Wolves took a 2-1 lead on 
Ponomarev’s fourth of the goal of the season. The forward 
circled behind the Rockford net and beat Wells to the post 
and scored on a wraparound. 

The IceHogs knotted the score at 2-2 on a shorthanded goal 
by Luke Philp midway through the second period. 

The Wolves cashed in on an early power-play opportunity in 
the third. Stromwall’s wrist shot from the top of the right circle 
eluded Wells for the forward’s third goal of the season. 

After Rockford tied it at 3-3 on Philp’s second goal of the 
game, Sucese netted the winner while the Wolves were 
shorthanded. The forward shoveled in a rebound of his own 
shot for his fourth goal of the season. 

“I just tried to get the first one on net and it came right back 
to me,” Sucese said. “I almost gave it back to our ‘D’ to 
waste some time but then I saw a little space and shot it and 
followed up my shot for the rebound and made a little move 
on the goalie.” 

Sawchenko made 32 saves to earn the win while Wells (28 
saves) suffered the loss. 

“It was a little bit back and forth there, giving up one, getting 
one and giving up one but I’m glad we came out on top,” 
Sucese said. 

Chicago improved to 5-6-1-0 on the season while Rockford 
dropped to 6-6-0-1. 

Next up: The Wolves play host to the IceHogs on Saturday 
night at Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; My50, AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/3909891/2022/11/18/nhl-power-rankings-6/ 
https://theathletic.com/3907369/2022/11/19/nhl-prospect-pipeline-biggest-risers/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/18/23465676/about-last-night-everything-but-the-result 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/19/23467755/carolina-hurricanes-minnesota-wild-game-preview 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/18/wolves-skate-to-4-3-victory-over-icehogs/ 
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Wild recalls forward Nic Petan from Iowa 

 

Sarah McLellan 

4-5 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

WILD GAMEDAY 

Saturday: 7 p.m. vs. Carolina Hurricanes • BSN-plus, 100.3-FM 

Wild update: The Wild sent F Adam Beckman back to the American 
Hockey League after he skated in four games and recalled F Nic Petan, 
who has two goals and six assists in five games with Iowa after signing a 
two-year, two-way contract with the Wild in July. F Tyson Jost was 
placed on waivers after playing 7 minutes, 54 seconds and registering 
one shot attempt Thursday, his first game since being a healthy scratch 
for three. G Marc-Andre Fleury is "progressing extremely well" from an 
upper-body injury suffered Tuesday at Nashville, coach Dean Evason 
said. Fleury is on injured reserve, and the earliest he could return is 
Wednesday. "It looks like he's speeding things up probably a little bit for 
us," Evason said. 

Hurricanes update: Carolina is coming off a 3-2 overtime loss to 
Colorado on Thursday at home. That dropped the Hurricanes to 10-5-2, 
and they've lost four of their last six games. RW Martin Necas leads the 
team in scoring with 21 points. LW Andrei Svechnikov has four goals 
over his past four games and 12 overall. C Sebastian Aho has 14 points 
in 10 career games vs. the Wild. 
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As losses mount, Wild realizing they're not the same team as last season 

 

Sarah McLellan 

18-22 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

When the Wild switched to the wrong side of not one, not two, but three 
audacious scores to kick off the season, that was a sign. 

Another giveaway was the 4-0 eyesore to Seattle on Nov. 3, the first of 
back-to-back shutouts, after the Wild were blanked just once in 2021-22 
and not until February. 

Then came the exclamation point this week. 

What had the makings of one of their former third period, pull-the-goalie 
rallies fizzled into a one-goal loss at Nashville. Then another comeback 
try vs. Pittsburgh went haywire despite a 12-second flashback to their 
old-school ways. 

The Wild have most of the same players from a season ago when they 
shattered franchise records and finished near the top of the Western 
Conference, but they are a different team. 

"We can't keep comparing the two," Matt Dumba said. "It's a new year." 

Even before the results reinforced this transformation, the clues were 
there. 

Many key players returned but not everyone, including last season's 
second-best scorer Kevin Fiala, who was traded to Los Angeles during a 
budget crunch. The lineup is younger, and the Wild have been dealing 
with injuries since the summer and still aren't at full strength. 

If that wasn't enough proof the Wild had changed, their performance a 
month-plus into the schedule supplied additional evidence. 

"Our record is our record, and maybe rightfully so," Marcus Foligno said. 
"But there's worse records out there and we're wins away from building 
something and snowballing something that we can be proud of." 

After dropping three in a row, the Wild are 7-8-2. Five of those regulation 
losses have come in St. Paul. 

Last season, the Wild were defeated only seven times in regulation at 
Xcel Energy Center, outscoring the opposition 164-114. 

They fell 7-3 (to the New York Rangers), 7-6 (Los Angeles) and 6-3 
(Colorado) on their season-opening homestand. In eight home games, 
the Wild have given up 10 more goals than they've scored, and up next is 
a visit on Saturday from 10-win Carolina. 

But this offensive swoon hasn't been restricted to Minnesota. 

Overall, the Wild are in the bottom third for scoring, averaging less than 
three goals a game on the heels of scoring a franchise-high 305 goals 
and ranking fifth in the NHL with almost four a game. 

And that dip is connected to another difference, and that's the lack of 
resiliency. 

Nearly half of the Wild's wins in 2021-22 were comebacks, and they had 
10 rebounds in the third period while also posting the most two-goal 
turnarounds (eight). 

To date, they've come from behind in the third twice and have yet to 
overcome a multi-goal deficit. 

While they secured an early tally in the third period on Tuesday, they 
never took the next step and were stumped 2-1 by the Predators. On 
Thursday, two goals in 12 seconds did lift them out of a two-goal hole, a 
snapshot of the spunk that made them so dynamic in the past, but they 
couldn't build on the momentum and the Penguins ran away 6-4. 

In both games, the Wild failed to capitalize when pulling the goalie. They 
have one 6-on-5 goal, after scoring a league-best 19 a season ago. 
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"We just were so relentless last year with our pursuit of things," Dumba 
said, "but we understood our roles and what we needed to do. I don't 
want to compare, but we need to find that. And that's when we'll be at our 
best, when all of us are pulling in the same direction and managing the 
game the right way and make sure we're doing the things in the hard 
areas that we need to do. I think that's what we did last year." 

During this adversity, the Wild haven't idled and continue to adjust. 

Jordan Greenway might return Saturday after suffering a setback with a 
shoulder injury that sidelined him earlier this season, and Alex Goligoski 
will rejoin the action after being the extra defenseman. 

Tyson Jost, who's been a healthy scratch for five games, was placed on 
waivers. Nic Petan was recalled from the minors and Sam Steel is the 
latest to center Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. 

"The season's a work in progress," coach Dean Evason said. 

Although the strategy that used to suit the team may have expired, a 
trend has emerged of what does work for the Wild. 

"We want greasy wins," Foligno said. "We want 2-1's. The six goals 
against is not welcome here. To be smart on the penalty kill, limit 
penalties, you gotta take two or three or less, just really playing stingy 
hockey to get through this and find a click to this team." 
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Wild bring 3-game losing streak into matchup against the Hurricanes 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

9-11 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

Saint Paul, Minnesota; Saturday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Minnesota Wild enter a matchup against the 
Carolina Hurricanes as losers of three straight games. 

Minnesota has a 7-7-2 record overall and a 2-5-1 record in home games. 
The Wild have a 2-4-1 record in games decided by a goal. 

Carolina has a 10-5-1 record overall and a 6-3-1 record in road games. 
The Hurricanes are 5-1-0 in games they convert at least one power play. 

The matchup Saturday is the third meeting between these teams this 
season. The Wild won 3-1 in the previous meeting. Joel Eriksson Ek led 
the Wild with two goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Mats Zuccarello has six goals and 10 assists for 
the Wild. Kirill Kaprizov has five goals and four assists over the past 10 
games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 12 goals and six assists for the Hurricanes. 
Jordan Staal has four goals and two assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Wild: 4-5-1, averaging two goals, 3.3 assists, five 
penalties and 15 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.5 assists, 4.4 penalties and 8.8 
penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Wild: Ryan Hartman: out (upper-body), Jordan Greenway: 
day to day (upper-body), Marc-Andre Fleury: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik Andersen: out 
(undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), Cavan Fitzgerald: out 
(undisclosed), Teuvo Teravainen: out (upper body), Max Pacioretty: out 
(achilles). 
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Wild winger Mason Shaw is here to stay. He’s been given permission to 
look for his own place. 

 

Dane Mizutani 

3-4 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

Wild winger Mason Shaw knows the drill. He has been sent down to the 
minor league enough that he knows it’s rarely a good thing to get called 
into general manager Bill Guerin’s office. 

So imagine his nerves last week when Guerin called the 24-year-old 
winger in after the Wild notched a road win over the Seattle Kraken. 

“I was definitely a little nervous,” Shaw said. “He said, ‘We’re going to 
send you to Iowa.’ I kind of paused and said, ‘Alright.’ Then he goes, ‘To 
get the rest of your stuff and find a place up here for the rest of the 
season.’ I think I was starting to blush. I tried not to smile too big.” 

The natural progression for young players in the NHL is to live in the 
team hotel until being given permission to look for a place of your own. 
Needless to say, Shaw is excited to be moving out of the Residence Inn 
in St. Paul. 

“It’s a little bit of direction moving forward,” he said. “I can live a little bit 
further than day to day, I guess.” 

As soon as he got the news, Shaw called his parents Aaron and Lindsay. 
He has credited them time and time again with helping him get to this 
point. 

“They were kind of each day wondering what’s going on, too, right?” 
Shaw said. “They realize that nothing is guaranteed here. I was glad to 
share that moment with them because I wouldn’t be here without them. 
Hopefully they can enjoy this moment as much as I am.” 

To say Shaw’s rise up the ranks was difficult would be putting it lightly. 
He tore his anterior cruciate ligament on three separate occasions, and 
admitted there were moments of doubt when he wasn’t sure if he was 
going to make it. He somehow managed to push through and end up 
better for it. 

After developing with the Iowa Wild of the American Hockey League, 
Shaw got called up last month ahead of the Wild’s 10-day road trip. And 
he has been among the most effective players in the Wild lineup ever 
since. What’s motivated him in that span? 

“Just hungry to not lose this opportunity,” Shaw said. “Every day I fought 
like it was my last, and I’ll do the same moving forward. That’s the only 
way I know how to be. The competitive nature in me to stick around 
every day has gotten me to this point.” 

Now that he’s been given permission to move out of the team hotel, 
Shaw said he plans to move in with fellow winger Connor Dewar, who got 
permission to look for a place a couple of weeks ago. They plan to rent 
out veteran defenseman Alex Goligoski’s house in downtown 
Minneapolis. 
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“I wanted to be a part of this team and make a difference,’ Shaw said. 
“I’ve worked towards that. Now I’m in a position where I can help the 
team win. Just really excited.” 

 

Pioneer Press LOADED: 11.19.2022 

1259590 Minnesota Wild 

 

Why has Alex Goligoski been sitting? Examining Wild defenseman’s 
‘frustrating’ situation 

 

Joe Smith 

8-10 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Saturday will be a special moment for Alex 
Goligoski. 

The veteran Wild defenseman will be honored in a pregame ceremony 
celebrating his 1,000th NHL game played earlier this season. His wife, 
Amanda, and his two kids, Roman, 6, and Mila, 4 — who surprised him 
with doughnuts that spelled “1,000” on the day of his milestone game — 
will be there. So will a bunch of family and friends from up north in Grand 
Rapids, Minn., where he grew up. 

“It’ll be pretty cool — a lot of familiar faces,” he said. 

Goligoski will be given a silver stick and likely will draw a standing 
ovation from the Xcel Energy crowd. 

But the question and what’s frustrating for the 37-year-old defenseman 
is: When will he play after that? 

It’s been 16 days since Goligoski was in the lineup — Nov. 3 against 
Seattle — and he’s been a scratch for all but two games in the past 
month. 

“It’s been a long time,” Goligoski said. “It sucks just coming in and 
practicing. We’re getting to the teeth of the season, and there’s not even 
that much practice. So you’re kind of out of it. I’m just excited to get back 
in a rhythm and play a game.” 

Goligoski played the first four games, which clinched his 1,000th game, 
becoming just the ninth player to complete the feat in a Wild uniform. But 
once Jon Merrill returned from injury, Goligoski lost his spot, and he has 
played one game since. It got to the point where Goligoski requested a 
meeting with coach Dean Evason at the end of the team’s first trip. They 
chatted before the game against Detroit on Oct. 30, with Goligoski asking 
for insight on the situation. 

Goligoski declined to get into the details of what Evason’s message was, 
other than to say it was a “good conversation.” 

“He gets what’s happening,” Evason said. “He understands. He’s not 
happy. And he’s handled it extremely well. No hockey player wants to sit 
in the stands. They want to play. They’re proud. So we expect him to 
have a lot of energy tomorrow.” 

It’s a tough situation for Goligoski, who signed with the Wild as a free 
agent in July 2021 — a one-year, $5 million deal. The Wild had tried to 
get him a few times, and former Penguins teammate Bill Guerin, the Wild 
GM, brought him back to Minnesota. Goligoski has settled with his family 
in a home in Edina and thought things were going well last season, when 
he spent the first half as a defensive pair partner with captain Jared 
Spurgeon. He played in 72 regular-season games for the Wild, then four 
in their first-round series with the Blues. 

Now Goligoski has been on the outside looking in. 

“I’m frustrated,” he said. “I’m a hockey player — I want to play. It’s been 
frustrating, for sure. I don’t know. I try to stay positive, and whenever you 
get the chance, if you do, try to be ready for it.” 

The Wild (7-8-2) have struggled with consistency this season and 
dropped the first game of a pivotal seven-game homestand. The blue line 
has remained consistent, with rookie Calen Addison becoming a regular 
and staple on the top power play. Spurgeon isn’t going anywhere, and 
neither is his current partner, Jake Middleton. Jonas Brodin and Matt 
Dumba aren’t coming out. 

Evason was asked a few days ago about how he balances making sure a 
player like Goligoski doesn’t sit too long when it comes to making his 
lineups. 

“We don’t talk about that kind of stuff,” Evason said. “We don’t want a 
guy sitting in the stands. A hockey player not playing? No. But you have 
to warrant — something has to warrant to get in the lineup or out of the 
lineup. There have been a few times where it’s been close, for sure. So 
we don’t talk about that. I don’t think we’ve got to get him in Game 13 or 
Game 14, whatever it is. We’re game by game, day by day. We’ll make 
the decisions that hopefully are the right ones.” 

If you’re the Wild with their cap situation, you certainly don’t want a $2 
million player sitting in the press box. They just went through this with 
Tyson Jost, who was healthy-scratched several times before getting put 
on waivers Friday. If Jost clears waivers, Minnesota can bury $1.125 
million of his $2 million cap hit. 

Goligoski signed a two-year extension March 30 with a $2 million cap hit 
and carries a full no-move clause. So he’s not going on waivers, not that 
the Wild planned to try. Under the collective bargaining agreement, if 
you’re over 35 and your salary is the same in each year of a multiyear 
deal, you can retire and the team gets out of your cap hit. But Goligoski 
has said he still loves playing and doesn’t want to put a timetable on 
when his career ends. He enjoys the grind, the games and being around 
his teammates. 

Goligoski said he has also had conversations with Guerin about the 
situation, and he got the same message: “Stick with it. Be ready when 
you get in.” 

But for now, Goligoski has to remain patient. The bad news is Saturday 
will be the last time he’ll be honored for his 1,000th game, if that’s indeed 
what warranted his return to the lineup. 

What if, after Saturday, Goligoski is scratched for the next three, four, five 
games? Would he ask to be moved to a place where he can play? 

“I wouldn’t go there,” Goligoski told The Athletic. “But I know I don’t want 
to do this. If this is the way everything keeps going … it’s crazy how fast 
things can change, right? It’s just what’s happening right now. Go day by 
day.” 

Other practice notes 

• The Wild got some good news on Marc-Andre Fleury, who is on injured 
reserve with an upper-body injury. Evason said Fleury is “progressing 
extremely well” and was working out Friday during practice. The hope is 
that Fleury could return to practice by Tuesday, the eve of when he’s 
eligible to return from IR. 

“It looks like he’s speeding things up a little bit,” Evason said. “So we’ll 
see where he is after today.” 

• Jordan Greenway (shoulder) was loose — and loud — at Friday’s 
practice, including celebrating after going bar-down on one of his first line 
rushes. It certainly looks as if Greenway is nearing a return, even though 
it might not be Saturday against Carolina. “He’s really close,” Evason 
said. “I can’t honestly say if he’s 100 percent going to play tomorrow, but 
there’s a possibility.” 

If Greenway doesn’t play, the Wild could go with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 19, 2022 

 

• The lines had a bit of a shakeup. Most notably, Sam Steel is in the No. 
1 center spot between Kirill Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. It’s been a 
revolving door at that spot, with Ryan Hartman, then Jost, then Freddy 
Gaudreau. Now Steel gets his shot. “He’s played extremely well,” Evason 
said. “When you don’t score a lot of goals — although we did score four 
last night — you have to have some tweaks. We put together 
combinations we think is going to allow us to have success.” 

• Marco Rossi will be on a line with Mason Shaw and Connor Dewar, a 
trio that has worked well together. But the production hasn’t been there 
for Rossi, the prized rookie who has just one point in 16 games. I asked 
Evason whether he’s had to talk to Rossi about maintaining his 
confidence despite the lack of points. 

“We don’t set goals as far as goals and assists,” Evason said. “We want 
people to compete, and we believe it’ll be there. Marco has played really 
well in a lot of different areas. Sure, the production isn’t there, but the 
production isn’t there for the entire hockey club, so you can go down our 
roster.” 
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Wild place Tyson Jost on waivers: Why the move makes sense for 
Minnesota 

 

The Athletic Staff, Michael Russo 

3-3 minutes 11/18/2022 

 

The Minnesota Wild placed forward Tyson Jost on waivers Friday, the 
team announced. Here’s what you need to know: 

Jost, a first-round pick by the Colorado Avalanche in the 2016 NHL Draft, 
was traded to the Wild in March. 

In 354 career NHL games, Jost produced 47 goals and 112 points 
between the Avalanche and Wild. 

He’s in the final season of a two-year, $4 million contract with an AAV of 
$2 million and is a restricted free agent after the 2022-23 season. 

If Jost clears waivers, the Wild will be allowed to bury $1.125 million of 
his $2 million salary cap hit while he plays with the team’s AHL affiliate in 
Iowa. 

Backstory 

Jost has struggled throughout his NHL career. He was expected to play a 
significant role in a rebuilding Avalanche team, but his offense didn’t 
progress as Colorado hoped when they drafted him, though he 
developed into a strong defensive player and capable penalty killer. Jost 
has not scored over 15 goals or 30 points in a season at any point in his 
professional career. 

After being traded to the Minnesota Wild, Jost lit up the preseason with 
seven points in five games and appeared to turn a corner. He had three 
assists and no goals in twelve games during the latest regular season. 

Why the move makes sense for Minnesota 

Jost, after being the Wild’s second-leading scorer in the preseason, 
looked primed to take a big jump in production and responsibility this 
season with Jordan Greenway on the shelf almost all season and injuries 
through the forward corps. Instead, Jost didn’t capitalize on the chance, 
has lacked jam in his game and had been scratched five times, including 
three in a row, before returning to the lineup Thursday night against 
Pittsburgh. General manager Bill Guerin had been shopping Jost to no 

avail, so waivers seemed inevitable with Greenway close to returning 
from injury and the team losing three in a row. 
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Ates: In Winnipeg, the appreciation for Jets greatness never goes away 

 

Murat Ates9-12 minutes 18/11/2022 

 

Kyle Connor’s hat trick made the game’s finish worthy of the tribute that 
started it. And the tribute that started it — as Teemu Selanne and Teppo 
Numminen were inducted into the Jets Hall of Fame on Thursday — 
reminded us how greatness is adored in Manitoba. 

When Numminen was brought onto the ice with his family before the 
game, the crowd roared its approval and rose to its feet. It found extra 
decibels as Selanne was introduced — before he even made it onto the 
ice. The applause continued through the ceremonial faceoff, the banner 
raising — No. 27 for Teppo, No. 13 for Teemu — and Jets anthem 
alumnus Jennifer Hanson’s rendition of “O Canada.” The applause of 
tribute is different than a spontaneous, mid-game eruption, but the 
volume was reminiscent of the whiteouts of old. 

It was a reminder of what Jets fans are capable of in the presence of 
greatness and Connor, whose hat trick assured Winnipeg a 3-2 victory 
over Anaheim, understood the connection. 

“It’s definitely worth celebrating,” Connor said when asked about 
“greatness” being celebrated by Jets fans. “I know we got to experience 
the whiteout in the playoffs and there’s nothing like it. It’s what our goal 
is: to be in the playoffs and to make a good run. It’s at the highest stage, 
highest level of hockey, and you just feel it in here and there’s just such a 
buzz in the city when you get to that moment.” 

The Jets haven’t gotten to enjoy a full playoff atmosphere since 2019’s 
first-round loss to the Blues. The Jets fell short in 2020, losing to Calgary 
in the qualification round, but that was in the Edmonton bubble. They 
qualified for the playoffs in 2021, sweeping Edmonton in the first round, 
but fans weren’t allowed in the building in Winnipeg. 

Remember the stunning three-goal comeback from down 4-1 to a 5-4 
overtime win in Game 3 against Edmonton in those playoffs? 

“It’s just too damn bad our fans weren’t in the building because that 
would have been something,” Blake Wheeler said at the time. 

“I couldn’t even imagine what the arena would have been like with fans,” 
added Josh Morrissey. 

“I can’t even imagine, if this building was full, how crazy that would have 
been,” said Mathieu Perreault. “The roof would have come off this 
building.” 

If the pandemic robbed Winnipeg of that opportunity in 2021, the Jets’ 
own miserable season was to blame in 2022. The Jets want desperately 
to get back to the playoffs and have done themselves favours on that 
front so far this season. Thursday’s win means Winnipeg is off to a 10-4-
1 start, good for second in the Central Division while carrying the NHL’s 
fourth-best points percentage. 

Yes, it took some early-season goaltending heroics. No, Winnipeg didn’t 
push Anaheim out of the rink the way you may have hoped. 

But the Bownaissance is real and it is ongoing. 

“One thing the coaches have done great this year is make adjustments 
during the game,” Mark Scheifele said of Winnipeg overcoming moments 
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of poor puck management to assert its own game. “Obviously, teams 
pre-scout and each team is making adjustments as the game goes on 
and they’ve been great in between periods at showing us new things and 
helping us out. Guys have bought into that system. We’ve played fast. 
We know when we make mistakes and we try not to duplicate them. 
Tonight was a prime example of it. Obviously there were mistakes made 
but we have guys battling back and we just stuck with it.” 

Scheifele’s reclaimed joy levels and his willingness to discuss mistakes 
aren’t the reason for Winnipeg’s resurgence but they’re certainly a 
symbol of it. His 10 goals and four assists in 15 games certainly don’t 
hurt, either. 

Nor do Hellebuyck’s 13.3 goals saved above expected (as per Evolving 
Hockey), which are good for second in the league. 

Or Morrissey’s team-leading 16 points in 15 games, Adam Lowry’s 
resurgence, improvements from Brenden Dillon and Nate Schmidt or 
Wheeler’s apparent ability to set his loss of captaincy aside and show 
himself to be a team first leader from the second line. 

It’s important to acknowledge that Winnipeg has a tough stretch of 
schedule ahead of it, playing almost every other day from now through 
the All-Star break. The Jets have consecutive days off on Nov. 30 and 
Dec. 1 and three days off at Christmas, but otherwise they play with 
stunning frequency. If they keep winning, fourth-best points percentage 
will turn into an actual fourth-best record in terms of standings points. 

And there are cracks that emerge from time to time. The in-game 
adjustments Scheifele spoke to Thursday were necessary because 
Winnipeg kept giving the puck away at or near the offensive blue line. 
Anaheim nearly stole the game when Trevor Zegras answered Connor’s 
second goal, tying the game 2-2 before Scheifele teed Connor up all over 
again for his third goal. On Saturday, Calgary was able to suffocate 
Winnipeg’s attempts to generate offence late in the Flames’ 3-2 win. 

Being better is not the same thing as being great. 

Let’s go back to that word, by the way. Great. There is a reason it’s so 
easy to attach “greatness” to Selanne and Numminen — and it’s not 
entirely the 76-goal rookie season, the stalwart defending or the over 
3,000 regular season and playoff games the two of them combined for 
over the course of their careers. 

It’s in how they carry themselves. More specifically, it’s the way they 
speak to Winnipeg about Winnipeg. 

“I always said I’m very proud and thankful that I started here,” Selanne 
said Thursday. “Hockey means so much for this city and when you 
realize that, you just really appreciate what you do. I always said if you 
treat people well here, and you play well as a hockey player, you’re going 
to be a king here.” 

Later, after joking about 2 a.m. hotdogs outside the old Palomino Club on 
Portage Avenue, Selanne doubled down on Winnipeg’s community. 

“I always said there is a reason they call it friendly Manitoba. People 
really look after each other here and want to make sure everybody is 
doing well. When everyone pitches in, that’s Winnipeg. People can be 
very proud of what they’ve done here and how they live the life, and how 
they look after each other here,” he said. 

The ability to see a person, a city — or, in this case, an entire hockey-
loving province — the way it most wants to be seen is a true gift. Selanne 
spoke to a province in the way that the province would most ideally like to 
see itself, giving that gift right back to the people who adore him. 

That’s part of greatness. And, on that front, Numminen has no equal. 

“The team spent a lot of time together off the ice as well, because it’s a 
smaller city and everybody lives close by,” Numminen said of connecting 
to Winnipeg as a city. “So it was easy to get together. When you do that, 
you get involved with the community and the people around you. Then 
you find out who you’re going to play for, and you have to have a reason 
who you play for. You get to know your city and your community and 

people around you. That really made the teams stronger and closer on 
the ice as well.” 

Numminen has said many times, including here at the site, that the Jets 
are still his team, and that leaving Winnipeg was genuinely difficult for 
him. 

“For me, it took me a while to — because you have a reason to play,” he 
told The Athletic in 2018. “You play for the fans, you play for your friends, 
you play for the city. For me, it took me half a season to figure it out 
again. I guess that was the first time I really thought about who you play 
for and why you play and for what. Before, it was just natural — you play 
for the team and you didn’t realize that yeah, you play for your 
neighbours, you play for your city, you play for your team. And then you 
go to a new place and, you know: ‘Who do I play here for?’ Before, it was 
so natural just to be in Winnipeg and to be (in Tampere) — of course, 
you play for your community.” 

These values are remarkable in any era — they were so well appreciated 
by Winnipeg in the ‘90s — and are worth highlighting now. The times 
may have changed, often for the better, as Numminen joked about the 
improvements to the facilities at Canada Life Centre versus the Winnipeg 
Arena, but people still want to be treated like people. They still want to be 
seen, valued and celebrated as Selanne and Numminen celebrated Jets 
fans on Thursday. They want to feel connected. 

I’m not sure I’ve ever heard a hockey player speak to the idea of playing 
for their neighbours, their city, their community, with as much passion 
and articulation as Numminen does every single time he speaks to Jets 
fans. 

That is greatness, and it’s why Canada Life Centre serenaded 
Numminen and Selanne with the kind of applause that typically requires 
playoffs and a whiteout. It was a reminder of what Winnipeg is capable of 
as a crowd when it truly adores someone. Connor noticed it. Scheifele 
noticed it too. 

Rick Bowness certainly did — and he put greatness in perspective with 
tremendous class himself. 

“The organization did a great job,” Bowness said. “It was first class. This 
organization does everything right, everything well. It’s a first-class 
operation and it showed tonight. I wish I had coached Teemu a little 
longer but we sent him back to Finland one year after training camp. I 
worked with Teppo here and in Phoenix. You couldn’t work with a finer 
gentleman and a better hockey player than Teppo. I was very happy for 
them, very proud of the way the organization handled it. It was first class 
tonight, as it should be with those two great individuals.” 
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As Arizona Coyotes begin Tempe era, where things stand with their 
proposed new arena 

 

Jason Wolf 

Arizona Republic 

 

The Arizona Coyotes are coming home —  finally — after a six-game 
road trip to begin the regular season and an exhibition tour that included 
stops at minor league rinks in Tucson, Wichita, Tulsa and Boise. 

Each of those venues were larger than Mullett Arena, the Coyotes’ new 
5,000-seat temporary home at Arizona State in Tempe where the NHL 
franchise will open a four-game homestand on Friday against the 
Winnipeg Jets. 
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Coyotes president and CEO Xavier Gutierrez has promised an intimate, 
unique, first-class experience, but reiterated the arrangement is a 
stopgap measure after Glendale, the team’s former home of nearly two 
decades, terminated its lease at the newly renamed Desert Diamond 
Arena. 

“We’re very excited about this opportunity,” Gutierrez said about playing 
at ASU, “but it is a temporary solution, and everybody should understand 
that. We’re not making any misrepresentations. We have a bigger goal in 
mind. That bigger goal in mind is about a mile down the street from 
where we’ll be playing for the next several years, and we’re excited about 
that as the permanent solution.” 

Coyotes team owner Alex Meruelo plans to build a $2.1 billion hockey 
arena and adjoining entertainment and residential complex on 46 acres 
of city-owned land at Rio Salado Parkway and Priest Drive, just west of 
Tempe Town Lake, on a site long used as a landfill. The area is prized 
for its central location in the Valley, close to major highways and many of 
the franchise’s season ticket holders, and because it is the last significant 
tract of undeveloped land in Tempe. 

It also sits directly under a major flight path, less than two miles east of 
Sky Harbor International Airport. 

Tempe Mayor Corey Woods said earlier this month the deal could be 
decided soon, perhaps by the end of the year. But Phoenix and airport 
officials have balked at the plan from the start and have threatened 
litigation to stop the project. They cite a desire to protect area residents 
from excessive aircraft noise that could lead to complaints that limit 
airport operations and growth. 

Supporters have called this a specious argument. Phoenix not only owns 
Sky Harbor, but Footprint Center, the 30-year-old downtown home of the 
NBA’s Phoenix Suns and WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury, which stands to 
lose business from hosting concerts and other events to a new arena in 
Tempe. 

Airport officials have denied an ulterior motive. 

The Coyotes hope to open the new arena in 2025. 

Heading into Friday's home opener for the Coyotes, here is a review of 
some of the key issues with the proposal. Information includes 
comprehensive ongoing reporting by The Republic's Sam Kmack, who 
covers local government in the cities of Scottsdale and Tempe. 

Negotiations in progress 

The Coyotes’ proposed entertainment district includes a 16,000-seat 
hockey arena, a team practice facility open to the public, restaurants, 
shops, two hotels, a 3,500-person theater for smaller shows, a private 
medical office campus and more than 1,600 residential units. 

The residential component, according to the Coyotes, is integral to the 
project’s financial success. 

The proposal includes a 30-year non-relocation agreement and NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman has guaranteed the arena would host an 
All-Star game and draft. 

In June, the Tempe city council voted 5-2 in favor of negotiating with the 
Coyotes. 

The developer is another Meruelo-owned company, Bluebird 
Development, LLC. 

Public vs. private funding 

The Coyotes describe the entire project as privately funded, although the 
financing plan relies on $215 million in new taxes generated on-site to 
reimburse Meruelo for land clean-up — which requires removing 1.5 
million tons of trash — and to cover public infrastructure costs. 

Another $215 million in projected new tax revenue would be retained by 
Tempe, according to the proposal. 

The Coyotes have said the entertainment district will have a $13 billion 
economic impact over 30 years, create nearly 7,000 permanent jobs and 
that Meruelo will invest $40 million of his own money to begin work on 
the site as soon as development is approved. 

What about tax breaks? 

The Coyotes are asking Tempe for a 30-year property tax exemption on 
the arena, practice facility and theater, comparing them to other regional 
professional athletic venues like State Farm Stadium, Footprint Center 
and Chase Field, which are permanently tax exempt because they’re 
owned by government entities. 

The Coyotes also seek an eight-year property tax exemption on the 
hotels, retail, office and residential space, which is in line with 
exemptions Tempe has granted for other projects. 

Arizona Rep. Athena Salman, a Democrat who represents Tempe and is 
critical of the plan, has said these requests amount to $649 million in tax 
abatements. 

Meruelo's business practices 

Meruelo, a Cuban-American billionaire, began his career working in his 
father’s tuxedo shop and turned around a failing pizza chain before 
expanding into several other industries, including real estate 
development and construction. He also owns two casinos, the Sahara 
Las Vegas and the Grand Sierra Resort in Reno, Nevada, as well as a 
sports gambling company, Meruelo Gaming. 

Meruelo became the Coyotes’ majority owner in July 2019 and was 
hailed as a potential savior for the franchise, but his financial wherewithal 
and business practices have come under scrutiny. 

An investigation by The Athletic  

Published in February 2021 detailed significant upheaval within the 
Coyotes’ organization and numerous financial disputes between the team 
and its employees, contractors and vendors, including unpaid rent at its 
former arena in Glendale. 

Late last year, the Coyotes were penalized for being late on a $1.3 
million sales tax payment to the state, which the team attributed to 
human error. 

The Coyotes promised to share all financial information with Tempe 
officials during negotiations. 

Phoenix has threatened litigation to stop the Coyotes’ project based on 
its interpretation of an often-overlooked pact it reached with Tempe in 
1994. 

The intergovernmental agreement (IGA) dictates flight paths and, 
Phoenix argues, bars residential construction in designated high-noise 
areas nearby. But that isn’t clearly spelled out in the policies, which 
appear to make an exception for soundproofed apartments like those the 
Coyotes plan to build. 

Public records obtained by The Arizona Republic, including a letter 
showing Phoenix previously supported a housing development in a high-
noise area in Tempe, appear to undermine the argument, as do 21 
residential projects with 4,800 apartments developed around Tempe 
Town Lake and west of the airport within the same noise level zone as 
the Coyotes project since 1999, according to attorney Nick Wood. 

The concerns are similar to those Phoenix raised 20 years ago when the 
Arizona Cardinals proposed a football stadium in Tempe on a site just 
north of where the Coyotes plan to build their arena. The Cardinals’ 
proposal was later dropped in favor of building in Glendale. 

This month, Sky Harbor mailed 100,000 fliers to residents in Phoenix, 
Tempe and Scottsdale warning the Coyotes’ proposed apartments could 
lead the airport to abandon its current flight paths in favor of more 
efficient routes, which could shift excessive aircraft noise to existing 
neighborhoods. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 19, 2022 

 

Woods, Tempe's mayor, denounced the mailings as an “alarmist tactic” 
and disputes the Coyotes’ project violates the agreement with Phoenix. 
The Coyotes have said they will seek no exemptions from the Federal 
Aviation Administration, which opposes the project but has stopped short 
of claiming it violates any rules. 
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Clayton Keller scores lone goal for Arizona Coyotes in loss to Vegas 

 

Staff Report 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

4-5 minutes 18/11/2022 

 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Alex Pietrangelo had a goal and two assists, and 
the Vegas Golden Knights defeated the Arizona Coyotes 4-1 on 
Thursday night. 

William Carrier, Mark Stone and Reilly Smith also scored to help Vegas 
halt a two-game skid. Logan Thompson made 25 saves, and Jonathan 
Marchessault added two assists. 

The Golden Knights improved to 17-7-0 against the Coyotes, including 
10-3-0 on home ice. 

Clayton Keller scored for Arizona to extend his point streak to six games. 
Karel Vejmelka stopped 35 shots. 

After going 0 for 3 on the power play and 1 for 2 on the penalty kill in 
Tuesday’s 5-2 home loss to San Jose, the Golden Knights tightened up 
their special teams by stifling an Arizona squad that entered with the 
NHL’s fourth-best power play. 

“I think the penalty kill was huge in that second period,” Pietrangelo said. 

Arizona had a very brief 5-on-3 before having a one-man advantage for 
another 1:56, but couldn’t capitalize. 

Vegas stymied the Coyotes on all four of their power-play opportunities. 

“We made them work hard to get into the zone … expending some 
energy and some time to get set up,” Vegas coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
“And I thought on the contested pucks we did a good job getting our 
clears.” 

Pietrangelo broke a scoreless tie at 12:21 of the second when he took 
Jack Eichel’s feed at the point and fired a one-timer through traffic to give 
Vegas its first power-play goal in three games. 

“There was a lot of chatter about the power play coming into the season,” 
Pietrangelo said. “I think we’ve done a real good job executing. We’ve 
got two really good units.” 

Carrier made it 2-0 when he drove to the crease and sent a shot that 
deflected over Vejmelka just 32 seconds into the third. 

Stone scored with 14:07 left when he batted a rebound out of midair to 
make it 3-0. 

Pietrangelo, who assisted on the goals by Carrier and Stone, leads all 
Vegas skaters in career points against the Coyotes with 30 in 44 games. 
It marked his second three-point game in seven days. 

“I’m sure there’s teams I have a horrible stat against,” Pietrangelo said. 
“They play physical — it kind of gets me engaged. I like teams that come 
at you ’cause you can get them out of position, make them vulnerable in 
the O zone, and sometimes you take advantage of that.” 

Keller spoiled Thompson’s bid for his third shutout of the season when he 
scored his seventh goal midway through the third, but that was all the 
Coyotes could muster in their sixth straight road game. 

“We missed Grade-A opportunities,” coach André Tourigny said. “We had 
other plays where we needed to be quicker with our shot to get the goalie 
in motion, stuff like that. There’s a lot of work to do offensively.” 

Smith’s goal with 1:03 remaining provided the final margin. 

LOOSE PUCKS 

– Vegas and former Arizona forward Phil Kessel skated in his 1,000th 
consecutive game. 

– The Coyotes plan a pit stop back home this weekend before continuing 
their stretch of 14 straight road games while work is done on their new 
arena at Arizona State University. 
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NHL99: Doug Gilmour and how the biggest trade in NHL history turned 
him into a superstar 

 

Sean McIndoe13-16 minutes 19/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Your team is about to make a trade. A big one. And not just one of those 
standard-issue rental deals we see so much of these days, in which only 
one team is really trying to improve while the other is kicking the can 
down the road. No, this is two teams that are both trying to get better, 
right now, and carefully exchanging pieces to try to make it happen. 

How do you want the trade to work out? 

If you’re feeling polite, you might say that you hope it ends up being a win 
for both teams. You’ll miss the players who are heading the other way, 
and you wish them nothing but the best. Trading doesn’t have to be a 
zero-sum game, you might remind yourself, and a good one can work out 
just fine for both teams. You would tell yourself that because you’re a 
good person. 

You would be lying. You don’t want that at all. 

No, you want the trade to be so lopsided that it feels unfair. You want to 
read about it on those “biggest heist in sports history” lists for decades to 
come. You want everyone your team dealt away to turn into a pumpkin. 
And somehow, against all odds, you want the key piece coming back in 
the deal to level up into something they’ve never been before. You want 
the guy you didn’t give up all that much to get to find another gear and 
become the best player on the team. No, screw that, since we’re getting 
crazy, maybe the best player in the whole league. 

In other words, you want your team’s blockbuster to turn into the Doug 
Gilmour trade. But the problem with Doug Gilmour trades is that they 
don’t happen very often. Maybe, you could argue, only once. 

We can still feel the impact of the Doug Gilmour trade today. It screwed 
up the perception of how trades work for an entire generation of hockey 
fans. It decimated a Stanley Cup winner that still hasn’t won another title 
since. And it reinvigorated a hockey market that wasn’t quite dying but 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 19, 2022 

 

was certainly in a coma, one self-inflicted by two decades of 
incompetence. 

And yeah, if you haven’t guessed it by now, this is one of those pieces 
that’s going to get kind of Maple Leafs-centric, even though Gilmour 
played over two-thirds of his 20-year career for a collection of a half-
dozen other teams. If you’re the sort of person who’s bothered by that, I 
don’t know what to tell you. Doug Gilmour, who comes in at No. 66 on 
The Athletic’s list of the greatest players of the NHL’s modern era, was a 
very good player for a very long time for a very long list of NHL teams. 
But for a couple of seasons in Toronto, he became something more, and 
that’s what we’re going to focus on because this is my piece. 

Let’s look back at the most important trade in the history of the NHL, 
assuming you define that history through the eyes of a thoroughly 
disillusioned and hopeless young Maple Leafs fan. 

We’ll start our story in the mid-1980s, as Doug Gilmour and the Toronto 
Maple Leafs franchise lurch toward an eventual meeting that will redefine 
both of them. 

Gilmour came into the league as a long shot to have any impact at all. He 
was drafted in the seventh round by the Blues in 1982, an undersized 
center in an era when that was often enough to get scouts to look the 
other way. He scored an impressive 119 points in the OHL in his draft 
year, then exploded for 177 points after being sent back for the 1982-83 
campaign. That put him on the NHL radar, and he made the Blues in 
1983-84, playing a full season and producing a respectable 53 points. 
From there, he took strides in each subsequent year, helping the Blues to 
a playoff run in 1986 and then peaking in 1986-87 with a season that saw 
him crack the 40-goal and 100-point marks for the first time, finishing fifth 
in Hart Trophy voting and sixth for the Selke. 

The offensive numbers weren’t especially noteworthy in the run-and-gun 
’80s, but the two-way game was; this was back in the day before players 
like Sergei Fedorov, Pavel Datsyuk and Patrice Bergeron redefined the 
position. Back then, you had your scorers and you had your checkers, 
and it was rare to find a center who could fill both roles. Gilmour could, 
and it made him one of those players that smart fans knew was more 
valuable than his stat line suggested. Not a superstar, not quite, but an 
underrated gem. 

Gilmour was traded to the Flames in 1988 under circumstances that were 
well covered at the time but seem largely forgotten today. The trade was 
a steal for Calgary, helping them return to the Final in 1989, where 
Gilmour scored the Stanley Cup-winning goal. He spent three full 
seasons as a Flame, settling in as a guy who could be counted on for 80 
to 90 points and strong defensive work. Surrounded by stars on a Flames 
team that aspired to another championship, Gilmour was a key piece of 
the puzzle. Again, not quite a superstar, but the sort of player you want 
on the ice in a big game. 

Meanwhile, the Maple Leafs were terrible. That’s really all you need to 
know. If you’re a “why” sort of person, then you can read all about Harold 
Ballard, the worst owner in the history of the league, and how he ran a 
once-proud champion into the ground. Or you can just take my word for 
it: By the early 1990s, the Maple Leafs were a joke, if you were young 
enough then they had always been a joke, and if you were paying 
attention then they would always be a joke, and that was all you ever 
needed to know about the team. 

What nobody could have suspected was that it was all about to change. 

The key name you need to know is Cliff Fletcher. He had run the Flames 
for nearly 20 years, stretching back to their Atlanta days, and he’d built 
that 1989 Cup winner. He’d been the guy who brought Gilmour to 
Calgary. And now he was in Toronto, having become the Leafs general 
manager in 1991, a year after Ballard’s death. He was a throwback GM, 
the kind who’d be almost unrecognizable to today’s fans, which is to say 
that he actually did things. When his team was bad, Fletcher didn’t 
mumble about patience and five-year plans and playing it safe. And that 
was good news for those Maple Leafs because they were indeed very 
bad. 

Fletcher took over a team that had just finished 20th in a 21-team league 
and had no first-round pick because they’d traded it away years ago for 
Tom Kurvers, and I’m still not ready to talk about that one. He got to work 
almost immediately, acquiring Grant Fuhr and Glenn Anderson from the 
Oilers in a blockbuster trade. For many GMs, that would have become 
his signature move. For Fletcher, it was a warmup. 

In Calgary, Fletcher’s replacement was Doug Risebrough, a young 
hockey mind who was serving double duty as coach and GM. His team 
was off to a rough start, playing barely .500 hockey through the season’s 
first few months. As Christmas approached, the Flames were no sure 
thing to make the playoffs in a tough Smythe Division. 

Risebrough knew that a change was needed. And so, when his old boss 
Fletcher called, Risebrough picked up the phone and the two got to work 
on a trade that would soon grow to become the largest in NHL history. 
The Leafs would get Gilmour and the Flames would get Gary Leeman, a 
winger who had scored 50 goals in 1990-91. Names were added on both 
sides, with the Leafs adding veterans like Jamie Macoun and Ric 
Nattress while the Flames got younger pieces like Jeff Reese and 
Alexander Godynyuk. By the time they were done, there were five 
players on each side of the deal. It was a blockbuster. 

It was a ripoff. We’ll get back to Gilmour in a minute, but even if you take 
him out of the deal, the Leafs still won it. Leeman had already been 
slumping and was a bust in Calgary, scoring just two goals that year and 
11 in total before being sent to Montreal for checking center Brian 
Skrudland. Nobody else that the Flames got had much impact. Macoun 
was the second-best player in the deal. It was, to put it bluntly, a disaster 
for the Flames. And as that became apparent, a narrative quickly formed: 
The old master had taken advantage of his apprentice. Fletcher knew the 
Flames better than Risebrough did, and he’d robbed him blind. The 
Flames had been played for chumps. 

Oh, and also, Gilmour had walked out on the Flames in the days leading 
up to the deal. 

That part gets skipped over these days, and it admittedly dulls some of 
the drama here, but it’s true. Gilmour wanted out, partially due to a feud 
with Risebrough and partly because of a contract dispute, and he’d gone 
home to force the Flames’ hand. That’s not the only reason the trade 
happened — it had already been in the works for weeks — but it ended 
any leverage that Flames had. 

The deal was done on a day some Toronto fans still know by heart: Jan. 
2, 1992. Doug Gilmour was a Maple Leaf. 

Gilmour was fine in that first half-season in Toronto. Very good, even. His 
49 points in 40 games weren’t eye-popping for the era, but they were 
good enough to make Gilmour the Leafs’ best player. He even took Stu 
Grimson to suplex city, which was cool. 

Then, at some point between the end of that 1991-92 season and the 
start of 1992-93, something happened. We’re still not quite sure what, 
although the hiring of Pat Burns as coach was probably a big part of it. 
But whatever it was, Gilmour went supernova. For the next two years, he 
may have been the best player in the NHL. OK, fine, the best player who 
wasn’t Mario Lemieux, but if we’re limiting this to mere human beings, 
then Gilmour tops the list. 

In his first full season with the Maple Leafs, Gilmour shattered the 
franchise record for points with 127, while winning the Selke and finishing 
second in Hart voting to Lemieux. He was somehow even better in the 
playoffs, scoring an iconic goal and leading the Leafs to the conference 
finals while racking up 35 points. To this day, that ranks in the top 10 for 
the most productive postseasons ever — on a team that didn’t even 
make the Final. It was one of the most amazing playoff performances 
anyone had ever seen, unless you’re Kerry Fraser, in which case you 
weren’t watching. 

Gilmour was nearly as good in 1993-94, posting 111 points while 
finishing second in Selke voting and fourth for the Hart. Dave 
Andreychuk, acquired in yet another Fletcher blockbuster, clicked with 
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him instantly and had back-to-back 50-goal seasons on his wing. The 
Leafs made another conference finals. 

And along the way, Gilmour took over Toronto. He wasn’t just the city’s 
most popular athlete, which was no small feat given the Blue Jays were 
winning World Series. He was also its coolest, a genuine celebrity who 
embraced the role in a way few hockey players do. For those years, 
every road hockey game in Toronto was divided between kids who 
wanted to be Doug Gilmour and kids who still wanted to be Wendel 
Clark, and Gilmour may have had the edge. The hair was cool. The 
leather jacket was cool. The casual goal celebrations were cool. The 
motorcycle was cool. The loose chin strap was cool. The cow legs were 
… look, we were even willing to overlook the cow legs. That should tell 
you all you need to know. 

This video, produced by the Maple Leafs as part of a campaign to get 
him that 1993 Hart Trophy, might be the most early-’90s thing on 
YouTube. I mean that as a compliment. 

Gilmour’s ascent to the very top of hockey’s stardom tier was a good 
thing that involved the Maple Leafs, so it goes without saying that it 
couldn’t last. The Leafs overhauled the roster during the 1994 offseason, 
making the Clark-for-Mats Sundin trade and other moves, and when the 
lockout ended in time for a shortened season, the vibe wasn’t the same. 
Gilmour was still very good at both ends of the ice, but his production 
dropped and the team stopped winning playoff rounds. Burns was fired, 
Andreychuk was traded and it soon became apparent that a looming 
rebuild meant that Gilmour would go too. 

That day came midway through the 1996-97 season, with the Leafs 
dealing Gilmour to the Devils for a package of young players. It kicked off 
a period of Gilmour’s career when he became a hockey nomad, mostly 
playing well in stops in New Jersey, Chicago, Buffalo and Montreal, 
where he proved he still had the cool factor when he managed to do this 
without flinching. He returned to Toronto at the 2003 deadline, in what 
was set up to be one final run for the Cup in front of the fans that had 
loved him best. Instead, he blew out his knee in his first game back, and 
never played again. 

All told, Gilmour’s career spanned 20 seasons and saw him rack up 
1,414 points, good for 21st spot on the all-time list, and he was inducted 
into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2011. Of those 20 seasons, only three 
were full ones in Toronto. But as good as he was in St. Louis and 
Calgary, and as many moments as he had elsewhere, he’ll always be a 
Maple Leaf. 

And he’ll always be the guy you’re thinking of when your team makes a 
trade. Will that scrappy top-six forward you’re bringing in suddenly 
blossom into one of the very best players of his era, if only for a couple of 
years? It could happen. It happened once before. It probably won’t 
happen again, but have some cow legs ready, just in case. 
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NHL Power Rankings: We have a new No. 1 and a surprise top-10 entry 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille25-32 minutes 18/11/2022 

 

We’re almost at a very important point in the NHL calendar: 
American/real Thanksgiving. It’s the time of year when teams usually hit 
the 20-game mark and the “it’s still early” excuse stops mattering so 
much. There’s still time, but at that point, we have a much clearer picture 
of the landscape. 

We’re not quite there yet, and there are still a lot of records to be 
skeptical about, but we’re close to seeing what these teams are really 
made of. 

This week, there’s a new team at the top of the Power Rankings, and it’s 
time to start considering them to be the real deal. An 11-win streak is 
huge, no matter when it happens. 

1. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 14-3-0 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: WWWWWWWWWWWagon. 

Before the season I threw out some personal picks for the year that were 
based purely off vibes. Please ignore the vibes for the 31 other teams 
and bask in the glory of suggesting the Devils would somehow hit 103 
points. I got yelled at a lot that day, but apparently that call wasn’t 
optimistic enough. This team is the real deal. They are fast, relentless on 
pucks, and don’t back down with a lead. They’re fun as hell and there’s 
still plenty of room on the wagon as they likely march toward the playoffs. 
They were at 97 percent before Thursday night’s win. 

Sean: The wild thing here is that we’re looking at a legitimately good 
defensive team, process through results. Heading into Thursday night, 
they were 32nd in expected goals against/60 and 30th in actual goals 
against. That’s important for a few reasons; it’s a change from last 
season when a revolving door of hot-mess goaltenders ruined things for 
everyone; it’s a positive sign for Vitek Vanecek, who’s been better than 
average; and it shows that Lindy Ruff has the guys necessary to make 
his risk-tolerant, run-and-gun style actually, y’know, work. Look out. 

Dom: ALSO: #JBITBPITNHL 

2. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 15-2-0 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: Tough break for the Bruins, huh? They went out, had themselves a 
3-for-3 week and got themselves a (unanimous) boot out of the top spot. 
Gotta beat some good teams, I suppose. Something to WATCH: David 
Krejci had a two-goal night against the Flyers on Thursday, but before 
that, he’d had an expected goals percentage above 50 in one of his last 
eight games. It’s nothing to be overly concerned about — Krejci’s point 
production has been fine, and Boston is lucky to have him around — but 
they also need him to be better than what we’ve seen. 

Dom: Boston might be the actual best team in the NHL, but the Power 
Rankings aren’t always about that. The Devils’ vibes are reaching peak 
levels right now, enough to slightly nudge Boston down for the time 
being. It’s nothing personal. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 14-4-0 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Nice guy. Tries hard. Loves the game so much he played 1,000 
straight games. What an incredible accomplishment for Power Rankings 
HQ favorite Phil Kessel. Now please, get us a photo of Phil actually 
wearing this jacket. 

Sean: Another Phil celebration on Thursday night! There are like a half-
dozen other tweets we could embed here. I’m starting a weird streak of 
dumping on the top-ranked teams here, but … are we ready to worry a 
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bit about Vegas’ goaltending? Heading into Thursday’s game against the 
Coyotes, Logan Thompson and Adin Hill were both underwater in GSAx 
for November, and Thompson had the edge with a save percentage of 
.900. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 10-5-2 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: Would it have been better if the Canes beat Colorado on Thursday 
night? Sure. What they did instead — an OT loss in which they outshot 
the Avs at all strengths 48-15, outchanced them 44-14, beat them 17-7 in 
high-danger chances and controlled nearly 77 percent of the expected 
goals — was fine. I had them at four to start the night, and nothing 
happened that changed my mind. They’re really good. No notes. 

Dom: No notes indeed. They started the night with a 60 percent expected 
goals rate and only improved that with a dominant shot clock 
performance against the Avalanche. That means more than the result. 
Right now it feels like there’s a very clear top four in the league and we’re 
going to need more from the outside group to dethrone this group. 

5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 10-5-2 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: Earlier this week I added a space on this site to check in on how 
much value each player is bringing to their teams this season, a GSVA 
leaderboard. At the very top of that list is Jason Robertson thanks to 26 
points in 17 games and some ridiculous on-ice results at five-on-five. 
That top line continues to destroy opponents and Robertson is leading 
the way there. He’s on a 10-game heater with 19 points in that span. I 
would love to talk about someone else on this team, but it’s hard to do 
that when the top line continues to be the story. 

Sean: Fine, I’ll do it. Tyler Seguin has 13 points in 17 games. His five-on-
five numbers with Mason Marchment aren’t great, but it feels like those 
two should work together, especially if they’re playing with someone 
other than Jamie Benn or Denis Gurianov. They’re at the top of the list of 
teams that need, like, one more piece, but for the time being, they’re 
capped out. We’ll see what happens there. 

6. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 9-5-1 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: We talked about the Canes-Avs game a bit earlier. Shoutout to the 
man responsible for the result; Pavel Francouz, based on his 
performance on Thursday night alone, is going to jump from 39th to 18th 
in GSAx for the season. Crazy stuff from him. Seems like they have two 
goalies again — not a bad trump card for a team still missing three of its 
best players (Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri Nichushkin, Bowen Byram). 

Dom: Should we be worried that the Avalanche are the only preseason 
contender getting out-chanced at five-on-five right now? Yes, they’re 
dealing with big-time injuries –– but that only highlights how much depth 
this team lost during the summer. They’re winning for now, but unlike 
previous seasons, I’m not liking how they’re getting there. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 10-4-1 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: With great power comes great responsibility. 

We understand the influence we have here; how our words and ranks 
can shape each team’s league-wide Respect-O-Meter. It’s a gift, but also 
a curse. After last week’s 13th-place rank, it was no shock to see Jets 
writer Murat Ates go to bat for the team he covers: a team that deserves 
more Respect. 

As with anything Murat writes, it was a fantastic piece –– one that offered 
a lot of soul-searching for the Power Rankings Boys. Have we been too 
mean to the Winnipeg Jets? Maybe. We try hard not to make this the 
Power Standings, but sometimes, it’s okay to give a little token of 
appreciation for a team that’s rattling off Ws. We’re proud of you Jets. 
You keep winning whatever way you feel comfortable winning, we’ll be 
off to the side here with nothing but respect in our hearts and the hope 
that you won’t betray us with a three-game losing streak. 

Also, Kyle Connor rules. 

Sean: We talked to Murat on the podcast about all that. He was great, 
and I’m not going to rehash anything — it really is worth your time, for a 
lot of reasons. The two main points I want to make: Goaltending counts, 
especially when it’s coming from someone as reliably good as Connor 
Hellebuyck; and Winnipeg had a nice week. A win over the Kraken, a 
competitive loss against the Flames and an instance of taking care of 
business over a bottom-feeder like Anaheim? Nothing wrong with that. 

8. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 9-5-4 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: This might be the first time in Power Rankings history that Sean 
ranks the Leafs higher than I do. I’m not sure how this happened. Going 
to have to check my Leafs homer card at the door now that I’m a Devils 
fan. 

Sean: Ah buddy, one week isn’t enough to take that from you. I liked this 
piece from Cam Charron about the injured T.J. Brodie, particularly for the 
point he made up top — Toronto isn’t a bad defensive team. They’ve got 
issues, but that one (at least) is overblown. 

Dom: I was going to say don’t feed the trolls before I remembered you 
were their leader. 

9. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 9-7-1 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Loved this clip of Carter Verhaeghe. He’s got 11 points in his last 
seven games, and it’s because of stuff like that. Ideal Matthew Tkachuk 
linemate right there. 

Dom: The wheels in that first clip, wow. He might be one of the league’s 
most underrated players and that top line is downright terrifying. They 
have a 67 percent expected goals rate together and have outscored 
opponents 10-2 in just 90 minutes. 

10. Tampa Bay Lightning 
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Last Week: 10 

Record: 10-6-1 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: “Nick Paul between Steven Stamkos and Alex Killorn” seems like 
the latest Jon Cooper ticket to hit. Together, those three have an 
expected goals rate of about 60 and an actual goals rate of 75. If the 
Ross Colton–Vladislav Namestnikov–Corey Perry line keeps it up, I don’t 
think we’re going to bring up the Lightning’s depth issues all that often. 
They smoked Calgary on Thursday night. 

Dom: Right now I’m a bit more worried about the blue line, especially if 
Victor Hedman continues to look just ordinary. Just nine points in 15 
games and getting out-chanced at five-on-five with an even goal 
difference. That’s not what we usually get from him. 

11. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 11-7-0 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: I love these charts from Micah McCurdy for the way they capture 
game flow. This one is an all-timer from Thursday night. Five posts! 

While the constant pressure to close the game is nice to see, the 
walloping the team took before that is more important. Five minutes into 
the second when Nashville made it 4-1, the xG margin was 2.5-to-0.3 in 
favor of the Predators. That’s not good enough and the main reason 
we’ve been generally low on the club. They’re ranked this high because 
of their record, but that doesn’t feel all that sustainable if the team is that 
listless for 25 minutes to start a hockey game. 

Sean: They’re ahead of the Rangers this week, though. All good. Has 
Mathew Barzal scored yet? Doesn’t look like it. 

12. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 9-5-3 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: Matty Beniers has one goal in November and is still just one off the 
team lead; Jared McCann scored his sixth on Thursday night. Probably 
not ideal — some added offensive punch at the top of the lineup was a 
big reason I started to buy into this roster overall, and Beniers was a 
huge part of that. Maybe don’t write him in pen as the Calder Trophy 
winner just yet. The other reason, though, still stands. Martin Jones is 
giving Seattle NHL-caliber goaltending. Wild how that works. 

Dom: Five goals in 17 games is a 24-goal pace, which isn’t ideal for a 
guy at the top of a team’s scoring leaderboard. But this is a team built on 
depth and it helps to also have Jordan Eberle and Jaden Schwartz 
scoring at the same rate, McCann with six in 14 and three others with 
four. That’s all probably still not enough to be taken seriously though 
which is why the surge in goaltending is the biggest story here. 

13. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 8-6-4 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: Adam Fox won the Norris Trophy two seasons ago and he might 
be topping that run this year. He’s up to 20 points in 18 games this year 
and obliterating people at five-on-five to the tune of a 62 percent 
expected goals rate. He’s a big reason the Rangers are controlling play 
much better this year. The team’s record isn’t there yet, but it feels like 
they’re doing enough things right to figure it out soon. 

Sean: Yeah, there are good things happening on the periphery. One of 
them is the play of Filip Chytil, who’s amped up his point production at 3C 
despite almost never getting power-play time and only playing 13 
minutes a game. He’s effective in the time he sees (81.1 goals 
percentage, 64.0 expected goals percentage coming into Thursday), 
giving the Rangers a shot of depth that they really, really need. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 11-7-1 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: We’re going to have to run periodic checks on Gabriel Vilardi — 
and, yep, the breakout season is still ongoing, despite a dip in the last 
couple weeks. Vilardi is tied for ninth in the league with 10 goals. The 
shooting percentage is still high (above 21), but the underlyings are 
strong enough to suggest that it might not matter all that much. He’s also 
a blast to watch and a big reason the Kings are outrunning some 
consistently suspect play from both of their goaltenders. 

Dom: He has the best average Game Score on the team at 1.33. Next 
up? Trevor Moore, who had a hat trick on Wednesday night in a win over 
the Oilers. He’s been an extremely pleasant surprise for the Kings over 
the last two seasons. He’s got 15 points this year and has been a decent 
play-driver to boot. 

15. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 7-7-3 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: The Penguins are sitting at 7-7-3 on the season and part of the 
problem there might be a surprisingly weak power play. Pittsburgh sits 
21st in the league with a 20 percent efficiency, but it shouldn’t be long 
before the tables start turning. Thursday’s win against the Wild had the 
team going two-for-five and that’s a nice start, but the real reason for 
optimism is the chances generated. Going into Thursday the Penguins 
scored just 6.6 goals-per-60 on 9.1 expected goals-per-60. The latter 
mark is top 10 in the league –– that’s where this team belongs with the 
man advantage. 

Sean: They also might have a Tristan Jarry problem. He pulled it together 
against Minnesota on Thursday night to some degree, but he’s under 
.900 on the season, toward the bottom of the league in GSAx and losing 
starts to Casey DeSmith. That’s not going to work long-term for 
Pittsburgh. That’s a team that needs to be periodically bailed out by its 
goalie, and Jarry hasn’t been close to doing that. 

16. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 9-8-0 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 17 
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Dom: Checking some math here. Connor McDavid is on pace to score 
six million points this season while not outscoring the opposition at five-
on-five. Is that good? 

Sean: Wait, I thought McDavid could just choose to do whatever he 
wanted. Can’t he simply decide to be good defensively? I’m trying not to 
just blame that on Jack Campbell, and it’s tough. 

Dom: Last year he decided that. This year I guess he decided to score 
goals instead. This year’s version feels more fun. 

17. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 7-8-2 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Less so for the home team. The Wild are a mess, at the moment, and 
they don’t have Marc-Andre Fleury to bail them out. Filip Gustavsson was 
brutal against Pittsburgh, and he’s going to get at least a few more starts 
while Fleury is on injured reserve. 

Dom: As a lifelong* fan of the Minnesota Wild, this season has been 
extremely trying. The vibes are no longer immaculate. RIP Minnesota 
Wild. 

*like two years. 

18. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 7-7-2 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: Jonathan Huberdeau has eight points in 13 games and an average 
game score of 0.83. That’s not going to cut it — and no, I’m not going to 
juxtapose it with Matthew Tkachuk’s corresponding score. That’d be 
mean. Calgary plays Florida on Saturday night, though. 

Dom: Enough people yelled at me last year for the sheer audacity of 
suggesting Tkachuk might be the better player – so I will gladly do it. 

He’s got 21 points in 15 games and an average Game Score of 2.11 – 
which leads the league. Interesting. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 8-8-1 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: Suddenly, the Predators are on a three-game win streak and have 
won five of seven to be back at fake .500. Filip Forsberg and Roman Josi 
are leading the charge there while Juuse Saros – aside from a meltdown 
against the Kraken – has looked better of late too. Nashville needs all 
three of those guys to be elite to get back in the thick of the playoff hunt 
and the last couple of weeks have offered solid progress on that front. 

Sean: Saros is the big one here. I don’t think Nashville is an actual 
contender, and I wouldn’t bet on them to make the playoffs, but if they 
hang around long enough to make stuff interesting, it’s going to be 
because of the goalie. In his last six games, he’s had two disasters and 
four games with save percentages of .933 or higher. The Preds will take 
that. 

20. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 8-5-4 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Sean: Dominik Kubalik is on track to be one of the great “found money” 
players of recent history. He’s over a point per game (20 in 17) and 
adding pop to a power play that really, really needed it. The underlyings 
are ugly, but whatever — he’s producing, and he’s doing it for next to 
nothing. The most naked bit of tanking anyone is ever going to see, 
courtesy of the Blackhawks. 

Dom: Considering how Chicago has looked slightly competent this year, 
it’s fair to wonder whether throwing in the towel and getting rid of Alex 
DeBrincat, Kirby Dach, Dylan Strome and Dominik Kubalik was really the 
wisest choice. Strome and Kubalik were especially strange because they 
just straight up didn’t qualify them. Now that’s Detroit’s gain as Kubalik is 
looking like the dominant scorer he was back in his rookie season when 
he potted 30 goals in 68 games. 

21. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 8-8-0 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Dom: As it turns out, the St. Louis Blues are not the worst team of all 
time, despite losing eight straight games. Shades of last year’s dominant 
team have shown up over the last week, with the team reeling off five 
straight wins – two of which were against very strong Vegas and 
Colorado teams. Not bad at all, and the team is back to even with an 8-8-
0 record. I’m still not sold that they’re as good as last year, but the win 
streak helps the Blues inch closer to where they should be: the playoff 
bubble. Jordan Kyrou and Ryan O’Reilly returning to form during this 
stretch has helped get them there. 

Sean: Washington just hung 47 shots on poor Thomas Greiss, but he 
made it work. I’m legitimately psyched to see what Blues fans are saying 
in the comments this week. Been an emotional roller coaster down there 
for you folks. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 7-9-3 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: I had a thought on Thursday evening; we started doing these late 
in the 2020-21 season, and I don’t think we’d ever gone as long without 
focusing the Caps’ blurb on Alex Ovechkin. Of course he went out and 
scored against the Blues. Of course he did. 

Dom: He only has nine goals in 19 games? Pfttt. That would be his 
lowest goal pace in six years. No wonder we didn’t mention him. 

But seriously, the dude is 37 years old and is still on track to score 40 
goals. Russian Machine truly does not break. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 8-8-1 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Dom: Nick Suzuki’s start to the season has been a wild one that I have 
nothing but respect for. Suzuki has 11 goals but has only 3.7 expected 
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goals. At five-on-five he’s been on the ice for 20 goals but was only 
expected to be on for 7.9. Montreal is out-scoring teams by six with him 
on the ice but should’ve been outscored by five instead. Puck luck can do 
some wacky things in small samples and that’s created a dream start for 
Suzuki who has 21 points in 17 games and a 39 percent expected goals 
rate. It doesn’t make any sense, but who cares – enjoy the ride while it 
lasts. 

Sean: Nice try. 

People still aren’t going to forget what you said about that contract. 
They’ll willfully misinterpret your point, sure, but they won’t forget. 

Dom: I’ll copy and paste the point verbatim, for those selectively 
remembering things then: 

“Consider this a warning sign more than Suzuki actually belonging. The 
model spits out this result because Suzuki is not currently an $8 million 
player. He’s not close either and there’s a lot more risk now with his deal. 
With the deal being eight years long, the yearly negative surplus also 
compounds. 

With that being said, it would be an absolute shock to see him anywhere 
close to this list next season. He’s a talent worth betting on, even if the 
odds lowered after last season.” 

24. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 6-9-1 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: It feels like whatever Sens fans hadn’t pushed the panic button 
would’ve reached for it with a loss to Buffalo on Thursday. Instead, they 
got a great game out of Jake Sanderson on a night when he had to do 
some heavy lifting. Sanderson looks great and the numbers back it up. 
Maybe Ottawa can get him some help, even when Thomas Chabot and 
Artem Zub are back in the lineup. 

Dom: Worth noting that the Senators have had some pretty bad luck in 
terms of sequencing. Their plus-one goal differential puts them ahead of 
the 11-7-1 Kings who have scored as many goals as they’ve allowed this 
season. A few bounces going differently and Ottawa’s record would be 
much more respectable. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 7-7-3 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: The Flyers have lost five straight, giving up four or more goals in 
each of those games. That’s more like it. This pretty much sums it up. 

Sean: They’ve got the same points percentage as Montreal and St. 
Louis. They deserve to be down here. That said, the players did 
something nice for Jimmy Hayes’ family this week. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 7-10-0 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 

Sean: The Sabres’ seven-game losing streak, if it ends soon-ish, is going 
to be mild by their recent standard of early-season collapses. Not sure 

it’s gonna; those guys don’t look so good! I take no joy in this. You may 
… not me, though. 

Dom: The good news is that despite the skid, Mt. Tage is still erupting on 
a nightly basis. He’s on a six-game point streak with five goals and eight 
points. Thompson being the real deal and the Sabres sucking for one 
more year is a best-case scenario for this year’s loaded draft class. Give 
this team Connor Bedard and the ascent begins for real next season. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 27 

Record: 6-7-3 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Dom: The Blackhawks getting smoked 5-2 by the Blues and 3-0 by the 
Hurricanes feels like the beginning of a snowball rolling down a massive 
hill. The surprisingly competent start was cute and fun for a bit – but let’s 
be real here. We know where a team with a top pair of Jack Johnson and 
Jake McCabe is going from here on out. 

Sean: Chicago is allowing about five more high-danger chances/60 since 
Seth Jones broke his hand, and he’s going to miss even more time than 
expected. Johnson and McCabe almost have to be Chicago’s top pair, 
based on the play of Caleb Jones and Alec Regula. Brutal. 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 29 

Record:6-10-3 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: It’s really, really hard to imagine the Sharks and Sens linking up to 
send Erik Karlsson back to Ottawa for a few reasons — San Jose would 
have to eat a ton of money, and the Sens seem allergic to trading anyone 
away from a roster that’s never won a single thing. And that, my boy, 
feels like a shame. 

Dom: Ho hum, another four-point night for Karlsson who, somehow, has 
28 in 19 games. That’s just silly. A casual 121-point pace. I hope he hits 
100. 

29. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 5-9-3 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Dom: It’s still stunning to me that the Canucks find themselves in the 
league’s basement. I mean, they’re not a good team –– but they should 
be so much better than this… right? If you told me Elias Pettersson 
would get back on the superstar track and that Bo Horvat would be one 
of the league’s premier goal scorers to start the season, I would’ve 
figured this team would be challenging for the division. This? It makes no 
damn sense for a team of their talent level. It’s not a lot of talent, but it’s 
not this either. 

Sean: What about it is stunning? The GM is openly antagonizing the 
coach, who has a less-than-zero-percent chance at keeping his job and 
the owner of the team, last I checked, hasn’t changed. They’re behind 
the eight ball for the rest of the season, at minimum. Also, I’m not putting 
Pettersson back on the superstar track anytime soon. Sorry! 

Dom: It’s stunning because the roster, on paper, isn’t this bad. 
Pettersson has 20 points in 17 games, a 55 percent expected goals rate 
and 63 percent of the actual goals by the way. On this team! 
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30. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 6-9-1 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Sean: By this time next week, Jakob Chychrun is going to be playing 
actual games. Soon after that, mercifully, he’ll be traded. Please, let this 
part of the Coyotes ordeal come to an end. Whatever. This team has 
scored 41 goals in 16 games and somehow won six of them. Salute. 

Dom: I clearly have not been paying attention to this team or their 
schedule because I am just learning that 19 of their first 23 games will be 
on the road. Good thing they’re actively trying to lose this year because 
that’s brutal. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 6-9-1 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom: Erik Gudbranson: $4 million per season for four years. How does 
that contract happen in the year 2022? 

And yet, the Blue Jackets have won two in a row with Gudbranson 
playing 26 and 27 minutes. Amazing. 

Sean: A roster that was overrated to begin with, combined with a whole 
bunch of injuries, has the vibe around that team hard-pivoting toward 
“develop the young guys.” They’re in the hangover portion of the Johnny 
Gaudreau sugar high. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 5-11-1 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: Checking some more math here. The Anaheim Ducks are on pace 
to literally never win a game in regulation. Is that good? 

Sean: Think of a category, and the Ducks are either at the bottom of the 
league or close enough. 
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Lindy Ruff had reason to smile. Not just because the New Jersey Devils 
were in the midst of a winning streak that would reach 11 games, but 
because the same fans who had called for his dismissal at the start of the 
season had audible apologized: 

"Fire Lindy!" had become "Sorry, Lindy!" 

That happens when your team is suddenly leading the Metropolitan 
Division, has the second-best record in the NHL and is dominating at 
both ends of the ice. 

"I accept the apology," Ruff said. "Someday, us and the fans are going to 
sit down and have a beer and laugh about that one." 

It's been a while since the Devils and their fans had a reason to smile. 
Their last playoff appearance was in 2018, their only trip to the 
postseason since making the Stanley Cup Final in 2012. Last season 
was a disaster: a .384 points percentage, the team's lowest since 1985-
86, in a campaign defined by significant lineup absences. 

"We had a lot of pain last year. We're back to how we want to play the 
game," Ruff said. "On different nights, we've got everybody that's 
contributing to the win. On most nights, we're giving ourselves a chance 
to win a hockey game." 

Through all the pain, Devils general manager Tom Fitzgerald knew the 
potential for something special was there. 

"I think if you look back to last year, you saw where we were trending. 
The underlying numbers told us we were definitely heading in the right 
direction," he said. 

How did the NHL's hottest team find its stride? Can the Devils continue to 
dominate? Here are six reasons why New Jersey is the breakout team of 
the 2022-23 NHL season. 

Creating off the rush 

After 16 games, the Devils were third in the NHL in goals per game 
(3.75). Players like winger Jesper Bratt, star center Jack Hughes and 
team captain Nico Hischier were playing at better than a point per game 
pace. Forwards such as Miles Wood, Dawson Mercer, Yegor 
Sharangovich, Fabian Zetterlund and veteran Tomas Tatar were 
contributing goals. Defenseman Dougie Hamilton, a huge free agent 
signing in 2021, was in the top 10 in scoring for defensemen. 

Speed and creativity are at their best when New Jersey creates chances 
off the rush. 

"The Devils are all about high event hockey this season," said Meghan 
Chayka, co-founder of Stathletes. "This team is operating like an 
offensive juggernaut." 

Chayka notes that the Devils are the best team in the NHL at generating 
shots off the rush through 16 games, averaging 14.9 shots per game at 
event strength. The league average is 11.8 shots. 

The quality of chances has contributed to the Devils leading the NHL in 
expected goals (3.46 per 60 minutes) and high danger shot attempts 
(15.72 per 60 minutes) at even strength. 

Their speed, puck possession and offensive flow can be downright 
overwhelming. There was a 7-1 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets 
where the Devils had a 24-1 advantage in high danger shot attempts. 
They had a 19-3 shot attempt advantage in the first period of a victory 
over the New York Islanders. One of their signature wins was a 
comeback victory at the Edmonton Oilers, when the Devils held a 31-14 
shot attempt advantage. 

The catalyst for many of the Devils' chances off the rush is Hughes, 
whose velocity and creativity have already made him a highlight-reel 
mainstay this season. According to Chayka, Hughes is fourth in expected 
goals off the rush (0.15) and seventh in shots off the rush (2.12) per 
game. He's first in scoring chances off the rush (17) in all situations. 

"The wins are coming but we like our game. We like our style of play. 
Fast. The forward group works hard," Hughes said. "When we're skating, 
we're a pretty good team." 

"We can roll four lines and dominate on the rush. When your four lines 
are clicking like that, we can be relentless at times," Ruff said. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 19, 2022 

 

But Dimitri Filipovic, who hosts The Hockey PDOcast for Sportsnet, 
believes it's the totality of the Devils' offense that makes them special. 

"They're passing all the checkpoints for me honestly. Offensively, they're 
finding different ways to score beyond just the rush," he said. "Last year, 
I think only the Panthers and Avs were better off the rush, but the Devils 
were like 21st in scoring off the forecheck and the cycle. This year, 
they've balanced that out. The rush is still overwhelming when they get 
going, but it's hardly just a one-trick pony." 

Goaltending 

If you asked around the Devils last season about the status of Ruff's 
continued employment, there was a common response: Anything good 
that his coaching produced was undercut by disastrous goaltending. 
Because of injury and ineffectiveness, the Devils had seven different 
goalies start games in 2021-22 that produced a .881 team save 
percentage. Only the expansion Seattle Kraken were below them in that 
category. 

The mantra, internally: "If we could only get a save ..." 

The Devils have tried to remedy their goaltending problems for the past 
three seasons, seeking a veteran complement to now 25-year-old 
Mackenzie Blackwood. They signed Chicago Blackhawks Stanley Cup 
winner Corey Crawford in October 2020, who never played for them and 
retired the following January. They signed former Detroit Red Wings 
goalie Jonathan Bernier in July 2021, who played 10 games before 
undergoing surgery on his right hip. His return remains uncertain. 

Enter Vitek Vanecek. The 26-year-old played two average seasons in 
Washington before the Capitals traded both of their goalies in favor of 
signing Darcy Kuemper last summer. The Devils sent two draft picks to 
Washington to acquire Vanecek in July, placing their chips on the 
offseason's goalie roulette table. 

Their number might have hit. Vanecek had a .915 save percentage, a 
2.17 save percentage and 0.6 goals saved above expected in 10 
appearances. Not dominant, but not detrimental, and that's where the bar 
is for the Devils. 

"He's a very competitive goalie," Fitzgerald said. "He'll throw his leg or 
blocker out to make a save. He's on every puck. He fights through traffic. 
He's a battler." 

Blackwood played seven games before being shelved with an MCL injury 
until around Christmas. While his overall play was below replacement -- 
minus-2.9 goals saved above expected -- he benefited from the team's 
improved defense. Blackwood faced an average of 20.5 shots on goal in 
his four wins, which is a Martin Brodeur-level of defensive insulation. Like 
a young quarterback that's suddenly playing behind an improved 
offensive line, the conditions are right for Blackwood to regain his form 
when he returns. 

Fitzgerald sees a symbiotic relationship between his defense and 
goaltender that wasn't there in the team's previous seasons of struggles. 
Vanecek isn't stealing games, but he's giving them the baseline saves 
that they need to allow the Devils to attack with confidence. Vanecek, 
meanwhile, is benefitting from renewed defensive commitment. 

Through 16 games, the Devils are generating 15.72 high danger shot 
attempts per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play and giving up just 8.54 shot 
attempts on average. Only five teams averaged less than 10 high-danger 
shot attempts against per game last season. One of them was the Devils 
(9.88). 

"Our guys are playing very confident in front of him," Fitzgerald said. "If 
we don't give these [goalies] a s--- sandwich defensively, then all we're 
asking for them to do is just make the save. I think that's all that goalies 
care about. Don't expose us." 

Preventing odd-man rushes 

Jack Fraser, who runs the popular analytics account @JFreshHockey on 
Twitter, believes the Devils have preserved the best aspects of what they 

did well last season while addressing their biggest concerns. Namely, 
preventing opponents' chances off the rush. 

"Last season, they were a dynamic offensive team, playing with a 
similarly high tempo to what we're seeing now," Fraser said. "But they 
were also one of the worst rush defense teams in the league, worst [in 
the NHL] at preventing entries with possession and bottom five in rush 
chances against. All of a sudden they're allowing the least chances, and 
specifically least rush chances in the league." 

"He's been so good as the last man back, that he's either entirely erasing 
odd-man rushes himself or slowing down opponents enough for all of his 
teammates to get back and provide support," Filipovic said of Marino. 
"They were such a rush-heavy team last season, which was great, but 
every time they didn't score themselves, the team took the puck back the 
other way and countered with a rush goal of their own. This year that's 
not really happening." 

Striking the balance between their rushing offensive attack and defensive 
responsibility has been the secret sauce for the Devils. 

"Your offense starts in front of your goalie and your defense starts in front 
of theirs," Fitzgerald said. 

The Devils GM is all for being aggressive in the offensive zone, with 
defensemen joining the play and forwards cycling deep to keep zone 
time going. "But once in a while, the puck gets by you. Once in a while, 
they get caught," he said. 

The key for the Devils has been making sure their F3 forward is getting 
back defensively. That's the designation for the third forward that enters 
the attacking zone on the rush. 

"A lot of times in the past the F3 would drive down [into the zone] 
because they were so [excited] to get an offensive chance. We weren't 
supporting each other," Fitzgerald said. 

Where the Devils have improved, according to Fitzgerald, is on the "track 
back" on transition plays. "Get back quick. Understand your assignment. 
End plays quick and start our transition," he said. "Knowing who's got the 
puck down there and when you should release to take a leap forward." 

Fitzgerald said that during his playing days -- he played 17 seasons in 
the NHL from 1988 to 2006 -- he always wanted to play on teams that 
made the opponent feel like "they had seven guys out there" defending. 
He's seen that level of commitment from the Devils this season, using the 
word "connected" to best describe their efforts. 

Fitzgerald would add another word: committed. 

"We're having success because we're following instructions. Because if 
we can follow instructions, we got ourselves a chance to win," he said. "I 
just think the team is maturing. Our younger players are maturing, 
understanding really what's winning hockey." 

Improved special teams 

Fitzgerald is more than happy to talk about "Bruno." 

Andrew Brunette was the interim coach of the Florida Panthers last 
season who earned a Jack Adams nomination for guiding them to a 122-
point season. But after being outcoached in a sweep by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in the playoffs, the Panthers moved on from Brunette and hired 
Paul Maurice as their new head coach. Brunette was a free agent. The 
Devils signed him as an associate coach, replacing assistant coach Mark 
Recchi as their power play architect. 

"He's like a walking encyclopedia when it comes to hockey," Fitzgerald 
said. "He's just so passionate about it. He had different ideas. I watch in 
practice at some of the habits he's creating with our players." 

Much like with their goaltending, the Devils' power play had a rather low 
bar to clear this season to be successful. They were 28th in the league 
(15.6%) in 2021-22 with a man advantage. Through 16 games, they're at 
a 20.8% conversion rate. 
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"Now, I'd like to click a little higher on the PP. But at the end of the day, 
it's about the players' connection and understanding what Bruno's trying 
to explain to them," Fitzgerald said. "We're moving in the right direction, 
that's for sure." 

What's interesting about the Devils' special teams is participation. Every 
player that's appeared in at least 15 games this season has seen at least 
40 seconds of ice time per game on either the power play or the penalty 
kill, the latter of which is 11th in the NHL at 80.8%. 

"Every single forward on this team plays a role on one of the special 
teams," Fitzgerald said. "It's part of something they have to take 
ownership on. We're giving it to these guys because they earned it. They 
feel like they're part of the team. Not every team does that. But for us, 12 
out of 12 forwards have a role." 

Health of Hughes, Hischier, Hamilton 

Along with improved goaltending and special teams, the other vital 
change from previous seasons the Devils needed was to keep their most 
important players in the lineup. 

They haven't been completely healthy. Free agent coup Ondrej Palat 
underwent groin surgery and is on injured reserve. Blackwood is on the 
shelf with an MCL injury. But the holy trinity has been healthy: Hughes, 
Hischier and Hamilton. 

The Devils signed Hamilton to a seven-year free agent contract in 2021, 
seeing him as an essential puck-moving part of their scheme. According 
to Natural Stat Trick, the Devils' "Triple H" of stars played in only 27 
games together last season. New Jersey had a .444 points percentage in 
those games and a .355 points percentage when one or more of them 
was out of the lineup. Their goal differential was minus-14 in those 27 
games; without them together, it was minus-45. 

"When we were healthy last year, I think those numbers looked really 
good," Fitzgerald said. "And we've been healthy this year, right? Knock 
on wood." 

As noted earlier, Hughes has been an offensive engine for the Devils, 
especially off the rush. His breakout offensive season was in 2021-22, 
when he scored 56 points in 49 games ... but the operative phrase was 
"in 49 games." Two of his three NHL seasons have been limited, as he 
missed eight games as a rookie and then 33 games last season. The 
timing of last season's injury crushed the Devils' momentum, as he didn't 
play a game from Oct. 20 through Nov. 29. 

Hamilton was limited to 62 games in his first season in New Jersey, 
missing nearly two months at the start of 2022. He would notch just three 
points in his last 18 games in a lost season. He had 14 points in his first 
16 games this season. 

Hischier has also struggled to stay in the lineup, missing a dozen games 
last season and playing just 21 games in 2020-21. Fitzgerald noted that 
he's grown as a player -- with there already being Selke Trophy talk for 
his defensive play -- and as a leader. 

"Having another year of Nico as a captain and understanding that role is 
big," Fitzgerald said. "And having support around him." 

Mindset 

Fitzgerald could see it in training camp. His players, especially the young 
ones, had a strong summer of working out. Their level of enthusiasm and 
commitment in camp was obvious, too. 

"There was a different vibe," he said. "There's excitement from the 
players who have been here on the additions that we made and the care 
of ownership and the understanding of management about building a 
team. Not just a collection of talent. But a team. Each guy brings 
something to the table." 

What motivated them was, for lack of a better word, disgust. As a group, 
the Jack Hughes era had yet to produce a team that came close to 
meeting expectations. 

"They had a bad taste in their mouth from last year," Fitzgerald said. "So 
we had to answer this: 'What's our why? Why are we doing this? What do 
we want to get out of this?' It's just been a different vibe." 

Their mindset has a produced a solid start and, more importantly, a proof 
of concept for Ruff and Fitzgerald. 

"It's not a 'Jack and Nico carry the team' situation -- the whole group is 
clicking," Fraser said. "I don't think it's crazy to say that this might be their 
2020-21 Panthers moment where everything comes together and they 
don't look back from here." 

That is, if they can keep it rolling. There are unforeseen factors, like 
injuries, the Devils can't account for. But believing their own hype or 
failing to execute with the proficiency they have so far? Those are 
controllable. Those are part of the mindset. 

"I'm a big believer in just staying in the now. Let's not get ahead of 
ourselves. Let's not put the cart before the horse," Fitzgerald said. "Let's 
remember how we did it. Let's remember how we got to this point. Let's 
remember how we came out of training camp and we didn't get the 
results, but we didn't abandon the processes that we put in place. Just 
take ownership of your own game." 

Because of these six factors, there's a belief that it's time to give the 
Devils their due. 

"They remind of the Panthers and Flames from last year and the 
Avalanche the year before," Fraser said. "They're dominating at both 
ends of the ice. Every one of their players is solidly above breakeven in 
every single on-ice stat at even strength, most of them by huge margins." 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, each team's MVP so far 
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The quarter mark of the 2022-23 NHL season is fast approaching, as 
teams will hit game No. 20 on their schedules within the coming days. To 
mark the occasion, we've identified the MVP for all 32 teams, presented 
in conjunction with this week's updated 1-32 power rankings. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the previous edition,  

Published Nov. 11. Points paces are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 88.2% 

Next seven days: vs. CHI (Nov. 19), @ TB (Nov. 21), @ FLA (Nov. 23) 

Hampus Lindholm is a revelation. He held the fort on Boston's back end 
until Charlie McAvoy returned, and helped get the Bruins off to a 
franchise-best start. Yes, David Pastrnak is great too, but Lindholm 
elevated his game to dynamic new heights while averaging over a point-
per-game, earning a plus-18 rating and generally dominating every shift. 

2. New Jersey Devils 
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Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 82.4% 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Nov. 19), vs. EDM (Nov. 21), vs. TOR (Nov. 
23) 

Nico Hischier is on a mission; the Devils' captain has developed into a 
two-way force. Hischier's work ethic combined with talent (17 points in 15 
games) and leadership acumen make him a true triple threat. As New 
Jersey coach Lindy Ruff noted, this is the best version of Hischier so far, 
and he should be in the conversation for the Selke Trophy. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 77.8% 

Next seven days: @EDM (Nov. 19), @ VAN (Nov. 21), vs. OTT (Nov. 23) 

Logan Thompson is a fortress in net. It's tough to get a puck by him. The 
Golden Knights' goaltending was a question mark until Thompson 
answered the bell with confidence. Vegas reaps the rewards of that 
stability everywhere else, and the team's standout scoring depth (led by 
Jack Eichel, Chandler Stephenson, et al) and solid back end provide 
Thompson with great support to be at his best. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 64.7% 

Next seven days: @ MIN (Nov. 19), @ WPG (Nov. 21), vs. ARI (Nov. 23) 

Andrei Svechnikov gives life to Carolina's offense. He's been humming 
along this season with impressive output right alongside ride-or-die, top-
line teammate Sebastian Aho. So, who's the real MVP? Like the NHL in 
2004, we'll allow for a tie here. Svechnikov and Aho work seamlessly 
together and apart. Carolina is lucky to have them both firing. 

5. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 70.0% 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (Nov. 19), vs. CAR (Nov. 21), @ MIN (Nov. 23) 

Connor Hellebuyck is back on top. The goalie appeared fully recovered 
from last season's downturn with an accomplished start, collecting two 
shutouts in 11 games and sterling stats, too. Hellebuyck's resurgence 
has propelled Winnipeg to unexpectedly strong results early on. Good for 
the Jets, and good for Hellebuyck in a contract year. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 64.7% 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Nov. 19), vs. COL (Nov. 21), vs. CHI (Nov. 23) 

Jason Robertson is worth the investment. He's lived up to the promise of 
that new contract with eye-popping output and an emerging two-way 
game that's giving the Stars a real boost. Robertson is fortunate to skate 
with linemates Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz, too, forming a trio that 
oozes more chemistry than it does offense. Robertson's talents are right 
in the thick of it. 

7. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 61.1% 

Next seven days: @ DAL (Nov. 19), @ TOR (Nov. 21), vs. EDM (Nov. 
23) 

Ilya Sorokin is among the league's hottest -- and most unheralded, thus 
far -- goaltenders. He routinely holds the Islanders in games with 
outstanding saves and has backstopped New York to some stirring 
come-from-behind wins. That breeds confidence in a team, and the 
Islanders are latching onto it. 

8. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 63.3% 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Nov. 19), @ DAL (Nov. 21, vs. VAN (Nov. 23) 

Mikko Rantanen does it all for the Avs. While forward injuries have piled 
up -- including to Gabriel Landeskog and Valeri Nichushkin -- Rantanen 
has been excellent filling in the gaps with consistent scoring, and a 
physical two-way game that's generating opportunities for him and 
whatever teammate is nearby to collect a great pass. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 61.1% 

Next seven days: vs. BUF (Nov. 19), vs. NYI (Nov. 21), @ NJ (Nov. 23) 

John Tavares is channeling Steven Stamkos. The Leafs' captain is on 
pace for a career year at 32 -- much like the one Stamkos put together 
last season in Tampa Bay. Toronto has needed every bit of Tavares' 
reliability. He's a top asset on the Leafs' power play and has had terrific 
chemistry with William Nylander -- also off to a hot start -- that's helped 
mitigate some of Toronto's other goal-scoring struggles. Now, what more 
can Tavares do with new linemate Mitchell Marner on his wing? 

10. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 55.9% 

Next seven days: vs. CGY (Nov. 19), @ CBJ (No. 20), vs. BOS (Nov. 23) 

Brandon Montour has stepped it up. When Aaron Ekblad got hurt it was 
Montour rising to the occasion to steady their back end. The 28-year-old 
has been shouldering nearly 26 minutes of ice time per game, and he's 
on track to beat all personal career-high offensive marks with 16 points in 
14 games alone. Ekblad is easing back in post-injury, but the Panthers 
will keep leaning on Montour's dependability. 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 61.8% 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Nov. 19), vs. BOS (Nov. 21) 

Nikita Kucherov is earning plenty of accolades. The veteran wore an "A" 
this month for the first time in his nine-year career, proof he's more than 
just the Lightning's top sniper. Kucherov has the latter role down pat. 
First, there was the 11-game point streak, over which Kucherov netted 20 
points. Then there's the confidence Kucherov injects into each game, 
making the Lightning look dangerous even on their off nights. That's a 
special skill. 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 60.5% 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Nov. 18), @ SEA (Nov. 19), vs. NYR (Nov. 
22) 

Gabriel Vilardi has officially arrived. The forward is making up for lost 
time after years of injury issues as L.A.'s newest scoring threat. He was 
the first King to hit double-digit goals, has a monster 21.3% shooting 
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percentage and is shaping up to be a dual threat who can drive play for 
L.A. 

13. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 55.6% 

Next seven days: @ SJ (Nov. 19), @ LA (Nov. 22), @ ANA (Nov. 23) 

Adam Fox is excelling everywhere. New York's top defenseman has the 
stamina to carry nearly 25 minutes per game while generating the 
second most points for his team this season. Fox's ability to body skaters 
off pucks, manufacture rush chances and be a key playmaker adds up to 
inspired returns night after night. 

14. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 61.8% 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Nov. 19), vs. SJ (Nov. 23) 

Brandon Tanev is putting in work. Seattle's forward has excelled at both 
5-on-5 (registering 10 points in 16 games) and been a top-end performer 
on the Kraken's penalty kill. Tanev can be a menace almost anywhere, 
whether blocking shots or teeing up teammates in transition. Seattle has 
to hope Tanev can stay healthy enough to keep the good times rolling. 

15. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 52.9% 

Next seven days: vs. VGK (Nov. 19), @ NJ (Nov. 21), @ NYI (Nov. 23) 

Connor McDavid remains otherworldly. Edmonton's captain led the 
league with 15 goals and 32 points through 17 tilts and continues to 
create more highlight-reel-worthy moments per night than he averages 
points per game. Which is a lot. Rinse, repeat, for the two-time Hart 
Trophy winner. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 58.8% 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Nov. 19), vs. NSH (Nov. 23) 

Ville Husso came as advertised. Detroit needed a No. 1 netminder, and 
Husso fits the bill with standout performances, key stops and solid 
numbers. It's rare for Husso to give up a truly bad goal. The more support 
Detroit can offer Husso -- from the hot sticks of Dylan Larkin and Dominik 
Kubalik especially -- the faster these Red Wings could climb the 
standings. 

17. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 50.0% 

Next seven days: @ FLA (Nov. 19), @ PHI (Nov. 21), @ PIT (Nov. 23) 

Nazem Kadri won't be stopped. The Flames' center wields his unique 
blend of skill, speed, physicality and grit to pull Calgary into the fight each 
night. Kadri has been an offensive catalyst through his team's ups and 
downs so far, remaining notably consistent with his 5-on-5 production 
and on special teams. Calgary needs more of that from everyone. 

18. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 50.0% 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (Nov. 19), vs. ANA (Nov. 21), @ BUF (Nov. 
23) 

Jordan Binnington is back to being the Blues' backbone. His recent 4-0-0 
run came with a 2.25 goals-against average and .936 save percentage, 
and included a 45-save performance against the reigning Stanley Cup 
champions in Colorado. Binnington's helped get St. Louis on stable 
ground following a rocky stretch of eight consecutive losses. 

19. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 47.1% 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (Nov. 19), vs. WPG (Nov. 23) 

Marc-Andre Fleury can still steal a win. His tough start evaporated when 
Fleury reeled off a 5-2-0 record with .939 SV% into mid-November that 
sheltered Minnesota's slow-moving offense (28th overall). The Wild 
couldn't have asked for a better rebound from their goaltender -- making 
it especially hard to see Fleury suddenly sidelined this week by an injury. 

20. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 50.0% 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Nov. 19), @ CHI (Nov. 20), vs. CGY (Nov. 
23) 

Jason Zucker goes hard every shift. Zucker is a trusted presence for the 
Penguins up front. He puts pucks in the net and feeds off his reenergized 
linemate -- and fellow team MVP candidate -- Evgeni Malkin. Zucker 
brings an infectious energy when the Penguins lack for it elsewhere. 

21. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 50.0% 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Nov. 19), vs. CGY (Nov. 21), @ WSH (Nov. 
23) 

Carter Hart is back on track, after well-documented struggles in recent 
campaigns. The young goaltender has held Philadelphia above water 
despite all manner of inconsistency in front of him. Hart's 6-2-3 record 
with .929 SV% at the mid-November mark was hard-earned through 
several terrific individual performances. Hart always gives the Flyers a 
chance. 

22. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 50.0% 

Next seven days: vs. TB (Nov. 19), vs. ARI (Nov. 21), @ DET (Nov. 23) 

Filip Forsberg plays well with others. The Predators have had trouble 
finding the right mix up front, but Nashville's scoring leader elevates just 
about anyone. That provides the underwhelming Predators with some 
stability and hope that their offense can keep bouncing back and find its 
form. 

23. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 44.7% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Nov. 19), vs. PHI (Nov. 23) 

Alex Ovechkin is fun to watch. The Great 8's milestone hunt is the most 
engaging part of this Capitals' campaign (so far, anyway). And along the 
way there's been dazzling dangles, pretty passes and timely tallies to 
push Washington towards its full potential. 
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24. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 50.0% 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Nov. 19), vs. BUF (Nov. 22), @ CBJ (Nov. 23) 

Nick Suzuki takes his role seriously. The Canadiens' captain leads with 
passion and makes the most of offensive opportunities. He and linemate 
Cole Caufield have enviable chemistry that's produced a landslide of 
goals to power Montreal through an unexpectedly solid start. All the 
Canadiens could ask for is more, please. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 40.6% 

Next seven days: vs. NJ (Nov. 19), @ SJ (Nov. 21), @ VGK (Nov. 23) 

Jake Sanderson has turned heads. The 20-year-old is helping anchor 
Ottawa's blue line through its crush of injuries -- and disappointing start -- 
with hard-nosed effort and strong defensive skills that reflect how he's 
maturing before the Senators' eyes. Sanderson gamely took on more 
minutes as well with Thomas Chabot sidelined. He's a beacon for 
Ottawa's back end. 

26. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 41.2% 

Next seven days: @ TOR (Nov. 19), @ MTL (Nov. 22), vs. STL (Nov. 23) 

Rasmus Dahlin is growing towards stardom. He's honed reliable 
defensive details, and is an elusive puck-moving playmaker with high-
end vision and a terrific first pass that can quickly put Buffalo on the 
attack. The early Norris Trophy noise Dahlin generated? Well-deserved. 

27. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 38.2% 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Nov. 18), vs. VGK (Nov. 21), @ COL (Nov. 23) 

Bo Horvat is leading by example. Vancouver's captain can't quiet all the 
outside noise, but he can keep scoring at an alarming rate (14 goals in 
17 games), playing good defense and offering the Canucks a blueprint 
on how best to battle through their many challenges. 

28. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 46.9% 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Nov. 19), vs. PIT (Nov. 20), @ DAL (Nov. 23) 

Jonathan Toews is back on track. Chicago's captain hasn't played this 
well in years, pacing the Blackhawks in goals (seven) through 16 games 
and boasting an eye-popping 65.4% face-off winning percentage. That 
elite skill alone can swing momentum in Chicago's favor, and puts 
Toews' game-changing abilities repeatedly on display. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 40.6% 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Nov. 21), @ CAR (Nov. 23) 

Clayton Keller is elite. It's one thing to be the stimulant behind Arizona's 
even-strength offense. But Keller has also shaped the Coyotes' dominant 
power play into a behemoth that's ranked top five in the NHL (29.6%). 

Regardless of where Arizona plays, count on Keller to create something 
worth watching. 

30. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 39.5% 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (Nov. 19), vs. OTT (Nov. 21), @ SEA (Nov. 
23) 

Erik Karlsson's name is trending -- in early Norris Trophy buzz, and trade 
rumors -- so he must be doing something right. The revitalized blueliner 
is San Jose's best asset on both sides of the puck, hitting 10 goals and 
24 points in 18 games amid 25-plus minutes of average ice time. The 
Sharks limit 5-on-5 scoring chances and shots against demonstrably 
better when Karlsson is on the ice. No surprise he'd be an attractive trade 
target -- though with full trade protection it'd have to be the right situation. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 40.6% 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Nov. 19), vs. FLA (Nov. 20), vs. MTL (Nov. 
23) 

Johnny Gaudreau brings fans out of their seats. That cannon is loud, 
after all. Columbus' top-line winger produced six goals in his first 15 
games as a Blue Jacket -- each one scored at home. While Columbus 
has weathered mounting injury problems and sub-optimal results, 
Gaudreau's talents remain on display and give Blue Jackets' faithful 
something to cheer about. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 32.4% 

Next seven days: @ STL (Nov. 19), @ STL (Nov. 21), vs. NYR (Nov. 23) 

Trevor Zegras deserved better. Amid a not-so-fun season for the Ducks, 
Zegras continues to dominate with first-rate talent and skill that produced 
another Michigan-style lacrosse goal this month -- which was called back 
upon offside review. Terrible. But that doesn't diminish Zegras' prowess 
or how it's something to stay hopeful about in Anaheim. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks’ Demko, Boeser resemble their regular selves in 
win over Kings 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

November 19, 2022, 2:49 AM 

 

VANCOUVER — There are certain things you just don’t expect to hear 
these days. 

Like, “These 4:30 pm sunsets are awesome. I just can’t get enough 
darkness.” 

And, “I love what Elon Musk is doing with Twitter.” 

Or even, “Bruce, there it is! Bruce, there it is!” 

But what fun is life without surprises? Especially if you’re a fan of the 
Vancouver Canucks and have been surprised mostly by how many 
different ways they’ve been able to lose games this season. 
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While the whole National Hockey League seems to be waiting for “Bruce, 
there he goes,” Bruce Boudreau is not only making it through another 
week as coach of the Canucks, but he’s going to do it on a winning 
streak after his team beat the Los Angeles Kings 4-1 Friday at Rogers 
Arena. 

“I live another day,” Boudreau said as he walked towards the 
microphones post-game. 

When Brock Boeser bunted in the rebound from Sheldon Dries’ shot on a 
three-on-one to put the Canucks three goals up at 5:07 of the third 
period, fans reprised a golden oldie (and we don’t mean Boudreau) and 
began to chant “Bruce, there it is!” — last year’s victory tune that has 
been rarely heard this season. 

Later, there was a wave, and not the “goodbye, Bruce” kind, as the 
Canucks, who may or may not have saved the coach’s job by hanging on 
to beat the Buffalo Sabres 5-4 Tuesday at the end of another alarming 
road trip, produced one of their best performances in handling the Kings. 

Los Angeles did not generate much until the final period, when score-
effect and the Canucks’ emotional baggage from losing six games by 
blowing multiple-goal leads, saw most of the play in the Vancouver zone. 
But for the first time this season, starting goalie Thatcher Demko looked 
elite again, finishing with 37 saves, 16 of them in the final period. 

Boeser’s two goals — he made it 2-0 on a power-play tap-in from J.T. 
Miller’s pass halfway through the game — were his first two goals this 
season. So Friday was big for Demko and Boeser. But it was big, too, for 
Boudreau, whose team is finally showing glimpses of the one that 
finished 32-15-10 for him last season, raising expectations for this one. 

We’ll see what next week brings, besides games for the Canucks against 
the Vegas Golden Knights, Colorado Avalanche and the Knights again. 
But Boudreau got to hear his song at least once more at home. 

“It's nice because when it happens, it's because we're winning,” he said. 
“And when you're winning, that's a good thing. So I accept it. 

“I think for the most part, it was our best game of the year. Our first 
period was just, I thought, excellent. Obviously, they had pushes and 
they're a good team. . . (and) when you're behind, you do make pushes. 
But I thought we held on really well. And I thought our goalie was really 
good.” 

One of the top five goalies in the NHL last season and a darkhorse pick 
before this season for the Vezina Trophy, Demko allowed fewer than 
three goals for the first time. It was his second victory in 12 starts. 

He told reporters it wasn’t the best he has felt in a game, but was the 
best he has felt after one. 

“Emotionally for sure,” he said. “It's always great to do it on home ice. It's 
definitely something I've missed this year, so getting that one, yeah, it 
feels good.” 

Demko’s pre-game save percentage was .874, 48th among 51 goalies 
who had played at least six games. 

“Demmer has taken a lot of heat this year,” Boudreau said. “But, I mean, 
he was the one that sort of made the difference in the game. That's great. 
When you get good goaltending, usually everybody else is playing well, 
too.” 

Beaten four times on 24 shots, Kings goalie Jonathan Quick was fooled 
by Elias Pettersson’s wrist shot through his pads on a two-on-one that 
opened scoring 5:40 into the second period. Pettersson scored again on 
a beautiful cross-ice pass from Andrei Kuzmenko at 14:50, just 64 
seconds after Blake Lizotte’s deflection had cut a 2-0 Canuck lead in half, 
to match Boeser’s pair of goals. 

But Pettersson had seven goals before Friday. Boeser, who vowed 
before getting injured in the pre-season that he would score 30 this year, 
had none. 

“Anytime you’re supposed to score and help the team win and you’re not 
scoring, it weighs on you a lot,” Boeser said. “You go home and you think 
about it, you want to score and help our team win and so I was really 
happy that I got a couple for our team. It's just a big weight off my 
shoulders for sure.” 

There is still a lot of weight on the Canucks, who are just 6-9-3 as they 
head towards the Vegas-Colorado-Vegas buzzsaw that starts Monday at 
home. But they felt a helluva lot better towards the end of this week than 
they did at the start, when a 5-2 loss Sunday in Boston extended 
Vancouver’s losing streak to three games. 

“I think the two biggest things to take away is that Boes got a couple 
there, and the monkey off his back,” defenceman Luke Schenn said, “and 
then, obviously, Demmer was unbelievable from start to finish. Those 
guys are such big parts of our team. It was a complete effort and to give 
up one (goal), I think that's the bigger thing. Guys scoring four is great, 
but giving up one is even bigger.” 

It was just the second time this season the Canucks surrendered fewer 
than three goals. It was also the second straight game — and third 
overall — that Vancouver penalty-killing was unblemished. Small steps. 

Bigger ones, one direction or the other, will come next week. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Huberdeau, Weegar eager for Florida return vs. 
Tkachuk's Panthers 

 

Eric Francis 

November 18, 2022, 6:46 PM 

 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla – Jonathan Huberdeau joked at one point he was 
going to cry, and MacKenzie Weegar looked like he just might at one 
point. 

Returning to the Florida Panthers’ practice facility, in which they evolved 
into NHL players, brought out a wide range of emotions for the two new 
Calgary Flames on Friday, less than 24 hours ahead of their 
homecoming matchup.   

An hour earlier, Matthew Tkachuk, the man whose trade was responsible 
for radically altering all their lives, calmly insisted he’d already closed the 
book on Calgary. 

Easy for him to say, said Darryl Sutter who tied a stick-rack full of 
storylines together without a hint of malice or message-sending. 

“You look at Jonathan, that was an emotional time for him and I think 
that’s why he had a hard time early,” said Sutter. 

“He wasn’t expecting to be traded out of Florida. That was hard for him. 
Now his game is where you want it to be, but that takes time. 

“Matthew made that choice and he was ready for it, so he’s jumped right 
in.” 

And while the coach opened camp with a significant potshot directed at 
Tkachuk, he said for the first time Friday he totally respects the winger’s 
summertime decision to trigger a trade by not re-upping with the club. 

“The storyline there is the CBA,” explained Sutter. 

“Matthew went entry-level; bridge; career-year. Just look at the history of 
the league: entry level; bridge; career year - what happens? Free 
agency. That’s exactly what happened.  

“Good on him.” 
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There’s more. 

“It had nothing to do with Calgary - I think Covid alienated him from his 
family and the US,” said Sutter. 

“There were times last year I felt sorry for Matthew. 

“He was a guy who was always at the rink, and I was always at the rink, 
and he couldn’t do anything, or go anywhere, or go home.  

“Good on him for going to Brad (Treliving) about it, quite honest.  

“That’s what I think. 

“Obviously we lost a top player, but you score 40 goals, get 60 assists 
and you’re plus-50... 

"Good on ya.” 

It sure has been, as Tkachuk’s decision triggered the NHL’s first sign-
and-trade, earning Tkachuk an ocean-side address and $76 million to 
spend with sand between his toes. 

He has responded with six goals and 22 points in 15 games, fitting 
seamlessly into an organization and lifestyle he had the talent and 
leverage to hand-pick. 

Flames' Huberdeau hopeful for positive reception upon return to Florida 

The flipside was a blindsiding of Huberdeau and Weegar both have 
openly admitted was tough to swallow, until both Canadians parlayed a 
northern migration into financial windfalls of their own. 

Neither has yet to find their stride in Calgary just yet, which is why getting 
Saturday’s reunion of sorts may be a blessing for both, as they seek to 
distance themselves from an organization and lifestyle that gave them a 
combined 16 years of memories. 

“Special,” was how Weegar summed up his time in the Sunshine State.  

“It’s made me a man. Lots of emotions. I loved it here. 

“We had great memories here. I was just a little kid, a seventh rounder, 
and now here I am.  

'Had some great memories here': Weeger reflects on time with Panthers 

“I don’t even know how to put it into words because there are so many 
emotions going through my head.” 

He wore several of them on his face as he spoke to a larger-than normal 
gathering of local and Calgary media types. 

“(Saturday) it’s going to be more emotional - I feel it’s going to get to me 
a little bit,” added Huberdeau, who has two goals and six assists in 13 
games, after signing an $84 million extension. 

“After the trade I circled that date, and obviously I want to do well and I 
want us to win. After that it’s turn the page, and that’s how it’s going to 
be. 

“It was a great chapter in my life. I was here for ten years. Great 
memories and we went through ups and downs and that was cool. 
Trades happen and it’s the business, but now it’s time to turn the page.” 

Both Flames newbies admit the trade was made easier alongside one 
another, but the reality is neither asked for any of this. 

“It’s different, Matthew wanted to get out of there, and us, we kind of got 
surprised by it,” said Huberdeau, who joked that his chemistry with 
Aleksander Barkov might prompt the Panthers forward to pass him the 
puck. 

“It needed an adjustment – the weather, the snow, and the new 
organization. This game is important. I want to play well against them 
and show them what I can do, and (move on)." 

Both joked they might get booed, which won’t be the case, even though 
Weegar said upon arrival in Calgary the Flames would be a better team 
than the Panthers. 

“I gave everything I had here - we’ll see,” said Huberdeau. 

“That was ten years of my life and career, and it was home for me, so 
hopefully I get a good ovation.” 

He will, even though the fans will then undoubtedly focus their support on 
their new star. 

“Both games (against Calgary) will mean a lot for all the guys in the 
trade,” said Tkachuk, who will make his lone appearance in Calgary Nov. 
29, after the Flames complete this six-game roadie.  

“It’s probably not going to sound great, but I probably already closed (the 
book on Calgary). I mean, I have to. You have to move on.  

“I have great memories there, but it would be unfair to my teammates 
here, and the fans, and this whole organization that put a whole lot into 
this trade into getting me to not close that book yet. 

“It’s extra special for me and all those guys over there. Playing against 
them is going to be weird. 

“It will be weird for probably the first shift or just seeing the guys but after 
that it’s back to business.” 

The way everyone involved wants it. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 11.19.2022 

1259653 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / This year’s Maple Leafs don’t seem to have the same 
ceiling of past versions – now what? 

 

Justin Bourne 

November 18, 2022, 1:27 PM 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are good, yet again. After a quasi-rough start, 
their winning percentage has them fifth in the Eastern Conference as we 
near American Thanksgiving, which is about where teams start to settle 
into their respective quadrants of the standings table. 

The NHL has become a 32-team league, which makes qualifying for 
playoffs harder now than at any other point in NHL history. Barring a twist 
of fate (by which I mean injuries), they look very likely to be a team that 
makes the postseason for a seventh consecutive season, which in itself 
is no small achievement. 

Here are the current longest consecutive playoffs-made streaks around 
the NHL: 

(Damn, Pittsburgh. Penguins better get hot or that run is in jeopardy.) 

Looking at that list, I see nine teams, six of which have won a Stanley 
Cup since 2010, five of whom have done it during their consecutive 
playoffs-made streak. If you’re good long enough, you usually have a 
season where things break right and you have a shot at it. 

From there, though, the Leafs story may be the most-frequently told in 
the NHL. They haven’t just lost in the first round each time, they've lost in 
do-or-die, winner-take-all elimination games five years ago, four years 
ago, three years ago, two years ago and last year. Five straight game 
Game 7s (with the bubble year actually being a best-of-five). 

So, going into this year, it was the same as it’s been for each follow-up 
season for fans: “We know they’re at least good, but what’s different, 
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where are they better, how have they become a group that can get past 
the same hurdle that’s tripped them up so many times before?” 

Now, 20-25 per cent into their season, I ask: What can you say this Leafs 
team is better at than those previous versions? Leafs fans have watched 
this team closely because of the high hopes and expectations over the 
past few years, so to your eye: What do they do better? 

You likely don’t feel better about the goaltending than you did when it 
was prime Frederik Andersen in net, and while your mileage may vary on 
Jack Campbell, I don’t think many Leafs fans feel better about Matt 
Murray or Ilya Samsonov than they did about ol’ Soupy. At least not 
enough to say, “Here’s a spot they’ve improved markedly.” 

Their offence is also languishing (it’s not merely better, it’s far worse), 
which has led to valid observations like this: 

The two observations being that the team doesn’t score, but also that its 
defence maybe isn’t so bad. 

Maybe it’s on D that they’re better? 

First on the offence, though: If you’ve watched them against New Jersey 
and Vegas this season, you recognize that the days of the run-and-gun 
Leafs are here no more. They are not the “fast young team,” they don’t 
blow your hair back with pure speed, they don’t intimidate the opposition 
watching them zip around in the morning skate. They hang on to the 
puck and pick their spots, waiting for a break in the opposing defensive 
wall. 

That’s OK, by the way. The Tampa Bay Lightning accomplished very little 
when they were finishing first in the league in scoring, but finally had 
meaningful success when they backed it off to about eighth and 
prioritized a 200-foot game. 

But they backed it off to eighth, and not where the Leafs currently are, at 
25th. Yes, there’s more to come in that department as a guy such as 
Auston Matthews has had a slow start, and former 35-goal-scorer Mitch 
Marner sits on pace for just 18. They’ll get rolling. But that alone isn’t 
going to be enough to vault them 20 spots up the league table in scoring, 
I don’t think. 

The stats show that this season, despite more possession time, they’re 
creating less in just about every conceivable category:   

The other point above about the Leafs being quite good defensively: The 
lost narrative of these Leafs' years is that they’ve been a good a 
defensive team, going on three seasons now. Last season, they were 
top-10 in expected goals against (eighth) just like they are this season 
(ninth). Last season, they got atrocious goaltending, and this year it’s 
been average or better (we’ll see how that holds), so their real goals 
against is better than last season, but they’ve played comparably. 

But if I’m sticking with eye test, this team’s collective suppression of the 
opposing offence seems based on a few things: They have an excellent 
good group of defensive forwards. It was asked the other day on Real 
Kyper and Bourne who the Leafs' worst defensive forward is, and it took 
some thinking to come up with suggestions. (William Nylander cheats for 
offence, but when he’s engaged in his defending, he’s got a great stick 
and is strong on the puck … but that’s not what this conversation is 
about, so let’s move on.) 

They play a nice team style and still maintain possession at an elite level 
(it’s the one offensive category they’re a top team), so they don’t give up 
much. But their defence corps, player by player, still leaves something to 
be desired. Heading into the postseason without Jake Muzzin, and 
relying on Rasmus Sandin, Timothy Liljegren, Justin Holl and Morgan 
Rielly, I mean it’s not like you can’t envision defensive breakdowns under 
pressure from their group of D. It happens to all groups, but the Leafs do 
have a few D-men whose specialty isn’t playing in their own end. 

Their special teams aren’t improved, so sure, if you want to say the Leafs 
are better defensively than previous seasons and that’s why they’re 
going to move past the first round, it might be your strongest leg to stand 
on. 

The point I’m trying to make is, previous Leafs teams felt like a rising 
group with a high ceiling who could frustrate you trying to find it, but they 
would get there sometimes, and it would look incredible. 

This Leafs team feels like it has a lower ceiling – their best may not be as 
good as the best of previous Leafs teams – but they are more stable and 
can combat this issue with more consistency. 

If you look at the list of teams who’ve made the playoffs many years in a 
row, in some cases, consistency just gets rewarded. The St. Louis Blues 
got rewarded for being good and hanging around repeatedly, despite just 
being one of the upper-middle tier teams, not the elite. The Washington 
Capitals weren’t blowing away the league the year they won. The 
Pittsburgh Penguins were flawed. Sometimes it’s just a matter of getting 
there and things going right. 

If you’re a Leafs fan, maybe you can find some solace there. That this is 
a playoff team, that they do have some game-breakers, that they do 
defend well enough to win games. Maybe getting into the playoffs for a 
seventh straight time sees them get some bounces and win a few more 
games and go on a little run. It’s very possible, and I wouldn’t bet against 
it. 

Still, the job of a GM and any pro sports team is to build a team with the 
highest possible ceiling that can be maintained for a prolonged stretch of 
games. This Leafs team, to my eye, does not have the same high ceiling 
it has had in the past. It’s a good team just about everywhere, that should 
even improve some. But it’s tough to watch them right now and say, 
“That’s a better team than they’ve been.” 

Maybe just being good and in the playoffs yet again will make the 
difference. 

Or maybe being just a little worse than previous versions that weren’t 
good enough won’t be good enough. 

If you believe it’s the latter, then you likely believe the Leafs still need 
some roster changeups before they pass the trade deadline in March. It’s 
only through those transactions that we’ll learn what the Leafs front office 
really thinks of the group they’ve been watching thus far. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Sharks' Karlsson has turned back the clock to spark 
scoring renaissance 

 

Adam Vingan 

November 18, 2022, 9:39 PM 

 

At his peak, Erik Karlsson had no peers. 

The two-time Norris Trophy winner was appointment viewing when the 
puck was on his stick, which was often. But over the past four years, 
Karlsson has faded into the background while playing on a bad Sharks 
team and struggling to stay healthy. 

This season, however, the 32-year-old Karlsson appears to have stepped 
back in time, leading all defencemen with 11 goals — already his single-
season high in five seasons in San Jose — and 28 points in 19 games. 
Karlsson’s 18 points at 5-on-5 are the most in the NHL among all skaters. 

Karlsson has been extremely elusive in the offensive zone, succeeding 
on 58.5 per cent of his one-on-one deke attempts (24/41), a significant 
jump from his 45.7 per cent success rate last season. That has opened 
shooting lanes for Karlsson, who has done a great job of scoring through 
traffic. Four of his goals have come off screened shots from the point, 
tied with Mikhail Sergachev for the league lead. 
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“He’s been getting that swagger back on the blue line, faking guys out,” 
Sharks forward Nico Sturm told The Athletic. “When you possess the 
puck in the offensive zone and you work it around for a while and then 
you get it up to them, it’s so important that they get (the shot) through 
from the point, even if it’s not on net and goes off the end boards. He 
seems to be finding all the lanes right now.” 

The departure of Brent Burns has certainly played a role in Karlsson’s 
resurgence as well. Karlsson no longer has to share offence-generating 
duties with Burns, leaving him as the unquestioned alpha on the Sharks’ 
blue line. 

Karlsson’s average of 7.3 OGP per game in all situations, which includes 
all plays that lead to a scoring chance, is his highest since joining the 
Sharks in 2018. (Burns, in his first season with the Hurricanes, is right 
behind Karlsson among defencemen with 6.8 OGP per game.) 

Despite Karlsson’s late-career renaissance, the Sharks are still 6-10-3 
and face an uphill climb to make the playoffs for the first time since 2019. 
General manager Mike Grier made headlines earlier this week when he 
said he would listen to trade offers for Karlsson, who has a full no-
movement clause. 

On Thursday, Karlsson told reporters that Grier has not broached the 
subject with him. 

“I’m fully invested here at the moment,” Karlsson said. “All that other 
stuff, it is nice for you guys to have something to talk about. I’ll let you 
have at it.” 

Well, if you insist. 

There is a team — one Karlsson is quite familiar with — that has been 
transparent about its desire to acquire a defenceman. Elliotte Friedman 
said Wednesday during an appearance on “The Jeff Marek Show” that 
he believes the Sharks and Senators have discussed a trade involving 
Karlsson. 

But as Friedman noted, Karlsson’s $11.5-million cap hit through 2027 will 
make any potential trade difficult to pull off, even if the Sharks retain 
salary. They are already retaining $2.72 million of Burns’ $8-million cap 
hit through 2025, according to CapFriendly. 

Regardless of what happens with Karlsson, it is great to see him back at 
the top of his game. 
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TSN.CA / Marner gets taken ‘for a walk’ but defence experiment shows 
promise 

 

Mark Masters 

12-15 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Friday ahead of 
Saturday’s game against the Buffalo Sabres. 

With the Leafs trailing the Devils 2-1 in the third period on Thursday, 
Mitch Marner took a shift on defence. It was going well until he had to 
defend a rush led by New Jersey's leading goal scorer Nico Hischier. 

"I felt good until Nico decided to take me for a walk there, but that was a 
great move by him," Marner said. "I wasn't seeing it coming. I thought we 
had guys back, which we did. I thought he was going to shoot it through 
me so I was trying to block it and that's a helluva move by him." 

"We have to sustain the offence so that he doesn't even have to defend," 
Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. "The back pressure from the forwards 
was non-existent. That is more the stuff I am concerned about there."  

The Devils did a good job shutting down the Leafs attack and hemming 
Toronto in its own zone during the third period, which is why Keefe 
tabbed Marner to play defence alongside Morgan Rielly and the forward 
line was Auston Matthews between Michael Bunting and William 
Nylander. It's a look the team practised in the pre-season and tried out 
here and there early in the regular season.  

"We haven't used it very often, but last night was the best that it worked," 
Keefe said. "The focus would be on the defending piece, but he was not 
out there to defend. He is out there to spark our offence. If you go back 
and look at it, he had three touches on the breakout and they were three 
of the best touches we had the entire period in terms of getting out of our 
zone. He generated with speed coming out of our end. He delivered as 
good of a scoring chance and puck delivery to the net as we had all 
period. That is what I am looking for there." 

"I felt good on the breakouts," Marner said. "I'm trying to advance the 
puck and be in the right spots. You know, obviously, got to work on my 
defensive side when I am playing on that D side, but I felt good back 
there. You could see the ice. You could see everything nicely. I try to just 
make plays and get it to our forwards in the right spots." 

The Leafs haven't gotten much offence from their defence this season. 
Rielly has 10 even-strength points (all assists) with 39-year-old Mark 
Giordano next on the list with three even-strength points (also all assists). 
That's one reason why Keefe has looked to Marner for a late-game boost 
from the back.  

"I thought about going to it a little bit earlier," he said. "We were having 
such a hard time getting out of our zone last night in that third period. 
That is really where I think Mitch can help. That is exactly what 
happened. In terms of the timing of it, it is more situational with what is 
happening in the game, how the forwards are playing and how our bench 
is going. When you put him back there, you are obviously one less 
forward deep. It is all about managing that. Mitch has been very willing to 
put in the work to be prepared for that situation. I loved how he went out 
and got the offence going with the puck on his stick. That is what you are 
looking for." 

Marner on playing D: 'Felt good until Nico decided to take me for a walk' 

Mitch Marner took a shift on defence against the Devils on Thursday and 
it almost ended poorly after he was undressed by Nico Hischier. Sheldon 
Keefe discusses the tactic and explains why their offensive pressure has 
to be better so Marner doesn't end up in those situations. 

The Leafs produced the second-most 5-on-5 goals last season, but this 
year sit 24th overall. What's going on?  

"We're trying to figure that out ourselves," Marner admitted. "We're 
talking about it every day." 

The latest discussion surrounds translating possession into high-danger 
chances.  

"We had the puck a lot last night, especially in the second period in the 
offensive zone, and just not nearly enough of that mindset to really 
challenge and threaten to get to the net," Keefe said. "We need more 
urgency in that regard to create more." 

"We haven't really gotten a bunch of pucks back on the forecheck," 
Marner observed, "and found a quick strike, found the slot, found guys 
available for those quick little plays in tight." 

Matthews led the NHL with 38 goals at five aside last season, but is stuck 
on just two this season despite being tied for the second most 5-on-5 
shots.  

"It seems like it only wants to go in when we're on the power play," said 
Matthews, who has six man-advantage markers. "But I've been getting 
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some good chances and just going to keep shooting the puck and keep 
doing my thing." 

"He had two breakaways against Vancouver and didn't score on either," 
noted Keefe. "He had a breakaway in Pittsburgh and didn't score there. 
He had a 2-on-1 and chose to pass it off to Bunts, which was a really 
good decision. He has had a couple right on the goal line that haven't 
fallen. All of a sudden, if a couple of those go in, it changes things quite a 
bit." 

Keefe points to Tuesday's win in Pittsburgh where the Leafs scored a 
season high four 5-on-5 goals as the template for what they want to do 
more of moving forward.  

"You can see some of the trends that helped us in that regard, whether 
it's how we left our zone, how we attacked the offensive blue line and 
made plays on Mitch's goal, or the net-front presence on John [Tavares'] 
goal as well as Bunts'. There was a 2-on-1 play that Bunts scored on 
where we made a play in the neutral zone and got in behind their 
defence with speed. Those are some good examples of how you score 
goals in the league." 

It's just about consistently doing that.  

"We've learned the talent isn't just what brings the consistency or the 
results," Tavares said. "It's the work ethic, the habits and everyone being 
on the same page not just as a line, but all five guys out on the ice and 
how connected we have to be from our zone all the way to the offensive 
zone."  

Marner on Leafs' lack of 5-on-5 offence: 'We're talking about it every day' 

The Maple Leafs admit they aren't getting the production they are 
accustom to having this year at 5-on-5 but it's something they're focused 
on and are hoping things will start turning around sooner than later. 

After winning their first overtime game of the season, the Leafs have 
dropped four straight in extra time.   

"We are either just flat-out getting beaten and giving the opposition a 
good look or we are forcing something that is not there and in turn giving 
them a great look that we are not even getting ourselves," Keefe said.  

On Thursday, Keefe decided to send out Tavares, Marner and Rielly to 
start overtime. Matthews and Nylander had scored in regulation, but also 
played a lot down the stretch. Keefe made a gut call to go with Marner 
and Tavares, who didn't get a chance to take a shift in the last overtime 
outing. The move backfired when Tavares had his pass to Marner picked 
off by Jack Hughes, who eventually set up Yegor Sharangovich.  

"It's just a tough play there," Marner said. "Johnny doesn't see the guy 
from behind me. It's a play he definitely wants back that we talked about 
after and talked about today. We want to win those games because of 
how skilled we are and how many skilled players we have, but 
sometimes it doesn't always go your way."  

Tavares and Marner have been on the ice for two overtime goals against 
this season. Rielly has been on for three.  

Three of Toronto's four overtime losses have come in the opening 
minute.  

"It just seems that first puck is really, really crucial," Tavares said. 
"There's definitely a lot more strategy going on as the years have passed 
with overtime and the teams just trying to control play and obviously get 
the opponent tired. Sometimes it just comes down to one mistake that 
creates an opportunity so we have to do a better job getting possession 
and looking for our opportunity to strike and doing the best you can at 
having fresh people out there." 

After Toronto's third overtime loss on Nov. 8 to the Vegas Golden 
Knights, Keefe said 3-on-3 play is chaotic and infrequent and, as such, 
it's not something they spend a ton of time on.  

"Normally, for me, it is quite far down the list because there are a lot of 
things that have to happen to even get an opportunity to be in that 

position," Keefe said. "But, clearly, when it hasn't been going our way 
here it needs some attention and more consistency in terms of how we 
handle the situation." 

Toronto's only overtime goal scorer this season, Nick Robertson, was a 
healthy scratch on Thursday.  

The Leafs went 5-6 in overtime last season.  

Leafs make overtime more of a priority as 3-on-3 struggles continue 

With their record now 1-4 on the season when they go to overtime, 
Sheldon Keefe explains why OT tactics aren't usually high on his priority 
list but it is something he's had to address now having lost their last four 
games that have gone to the extra frame. 

Matthews appeared to be in discomfort after blocking a shot off his foot 
during a drill on Friday. After consulting with a member of the team's 
medical staff at the bench, the centre left practice early. Keefe said 
Matthews was "fine." 

There was some concern amongst teammates.  

"You never want to see Auston leave practice," said Tavares. "I'd like to 
think he's going to be all right. He plays through a lot of things. Ever since 
I've come here, he's played through a lot of different injuries and bumps 
and bruises and handles those things well." 

Matthews 'fine' after blocking shot and leaving practice early 

Auston Matthews was in visible discomfort at Maple Leafs practice on 
Friday after blocking a shot. But his head coach Sheldon Keefe says 
Matthews is fine, as they prepare to face the Sabres on Saturday. 

Tavares, who took a Jeff Petry stick to the lower lip late in Tuesday's 
game, wore a plastic guard around his jaw at practice.  

"It's obviously very sore and got hit early on in the game [Thursday] and it 
was pretty uncomfortable from that point on," the 32-year-old said. "Add 
some extra protection to let it heal and so it doesn't become more than 
what it is." 

Tavares required five stitches with three inside his mouth. He plans to 
wear the additional face guard in Saturday's game against the Sabres.  

"Honestly, it didn't feel too bad out there today," he said. "I was pretty 
happy with it so hopefully that gives me a little feel for tomorrow." 

'It's very sore': Tavares plans to wear shield to protect stitched-up lip 

John Tavares sported some extra face protection at practice on Friday 
after receiving a few stitches in his lip and says the plan is to stick with 
the additional protection for their game against the Sabres. 

Matt Murray worked out with goalie coach Curtis Sanford before Friday's 
practice, but did not take part in the main session with teammates. 

"We're just managing his workload," said Keefe. "He's going to play again 
tomorrow." 

Murray also skipped Thursday's morning skate.  

Murray is 5-1-1 with a .915 save percentage in his career against Buffalo.  

Ilya Samsonov did not take the ice on Friday, but did some work in the 
gym.  

"He is not at the point now where he is in any sort of push to come back," 
said Keefe. "He has some more healing to do. He is not quite at the point 
where he can do everything on the ice. They are more just wanting to 
make sure he is consistently seeing pucks. There are a lot of things he 
can do, but he is not quite at the point of being able to push it every day." 

Saturday will mark two weeks since Samsonov hurt his knee in a game 
against the Boston Bruins.  

Keefe has not settled on his lineup for Saturday.  
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Lines at Friday's practice:  

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Holmberg - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Malgin  

Simmonds, Robertson  

D 

Rielly - Benn  

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

G 

Kallgren 
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