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Recap: Wild Come From Behind Late, Take Overtime Win From Canes 

Minnesota ties it with 2:37 remaining in regulation, wins it in 
the extra frame 

By Walt Ruff 

ST. PAUL, MN. - The Carolina Hurricanes suffered their 
second straight overtime defeat Saturday, falling to the 
Minnesota Wild by a score of 2-1.  

The Story 

Although they came out on the wrong side of the score 
Thursday night against the Colorado Avalanche, Head 
Coach Rod Brind'Amour said that he felt it was one of the 
team's best games in "maybe a couple of years." 

Limiting the defending Stanley Cup Champions to just 15 
shots over 60+ minutes, the Canes brought that same strong 
defensive effort on the road with them for the start of 
tonight's contest. In the first period Carolina held the hosting 
Wild without a shot for the first 12 minutes of play and limited 
them to just five in the game's opening 20 minutes. 

As Pyotr Kochetkov's tests were few and far between, his 
club was able to get him a goal in support at the other end. 

A two-on-one chance brought to life by Stefan Noesen 
allowed Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho to work in on Wild 
netminder Filip Gustavsson, leading to #20's ninth goal of the 
year. 

The lone goal of the first period would carry to be the only 
goal of the first 40 minutes, as Kochetkov's steady evening 
added eight more stops during the middle stanza. His 
biggest stop of the night came on a point-blank chance for 
Minnesota forward Mats Zuccarello, which he was able to 
hold out. 

The Canes one-goal advantage lasted until inside the final 
five minutes of the third period, when Minnesota was finally 
able to crack Carolina's rookie netminder. Tangled up with 
Noesen in the slot, Sam Steel got a shot off that just got 
through Kochetkov to even the contest and force overtime. 

Then, in the extra frame, on the same night he was honored 
for playing 1,000 NHL games, Wild defenseman Alex 
Goligoski netted the game-winning goal. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour expressing his frustrations about his team's 
play in the final 40+ minutes, post-game... 

"We were crap after [the first period]. Even the second half of 
the first period. The fact that we got a point out of that game 
is a miracle in my opinion. We were god awful. When you 
have two or three guys playing and the rest were just going 
through the motions, that's what you get. Give them credit, 
they kept going and stuck with it. We were just flat. Not 
good." 

Jordan Staal sharing similar thoughts... 

"I think we didn't play very good tonight. I think we tried to 
squeak in a goal early and hope that a 1-0 game was going 
to do it. Sitting back wasn't the greatest game plan. They 
slowly took over the game and found a way to tie it up." 

Brett Pesce on the play of Pyotr Kochetkov, who was a bright 
spot for Carolina most of the night... 

"He's incredible. He's keeping us in these games. Good for 
him for coming up and stepping up for us in a huge way." 

Bonus Notes 

 Kochetkov moves to 2-0-1 this season with a total 
of just four goals allowed. 

 The Canes record now stands at 10-5-3, good for 
second in the Metropolitan Division as of the final 
horn. 

What's Next? 

The team is scheduled to travel to Winnipeg post-game and 
practice Sunday. They return to game action Monday night 
against the Jets at 7:30 p.m. EST.
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Goligoski, Wild defeat Hurricanes in OT to end three-game slide 

Defenseman wins it at 1:12, Steel has goal, assist for 
Minnesota 

By Jessi Pierce 

ST. PAUL, Minn. --  Alex Goligoski scored 1:12 into overtime 
to give the Minnesota Wild a 2-1 come-from-behind win 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at Xcel Energy Center on 
Saturday. 

Goligoski, who was honored by the Wild in a pregame 
ceremony for playing in his 1,000th NHL game on Oct. 20, 
won it off a pass from Sam Steel, who tied it 1-1 at 17:23 of 
the third period with a one-timer from the left circle. 

"I mean, it's been terrible [not playing], to be honest," said 
Goligoski, who had been a healthy scratch the past six 
games. "I mean, I'm not used to that. I'm not used to coming 
to the rink and not playing. That's why I'm a little emotional 
right now. Yeah, it [stunk], but you've got to make the most of 
your opportunities, so that's what I'm trying to do. 

"It was a big night. I had so much family and friends in the 
building. I was emotional with my family even before, so just 
to end up like that, it was just a crazy, emotional night." 

Filip Gustavsson made 20 saves for Minnesota (8-8-2), 
which had lost three straight. 

"That's who we are. That team looked like us, right?" Wild 
coach Dean Evason said. "The team we played tonight 
pushed us to play like us because normally what we've done, 
we've played like that, like they do every night. It's a really 
good template for us to remember, to reinforce." 

Sebastian Aho scored, and Pyotr Kochetkov made 20 saves 
for Carolina (10-5-3) which has lost two in a row and three of 
four. 

"We just were [bad] after [the first period], even the second 
half of the first," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"The fact that we got a point out of that game is a miracle, in 
my opinion. We were [awful]. 

"When you have two or three guys playing and the rest were 
going through the motions, that's what you get. So, give 
them credit. They kept going and stuck with it. We were just 
flat, not good." 

Aho made it 1-0 at 13:47 of the first, finishing a 2-on-1 rush 
with Martin Necas.  

"We didn't play very [well] tonight," Hurricanes forward 
Jordan Staal said. "Sneaking in a goal early and hoping a 1-
0 game was going to do it. Sitting back wasn't the greatest 
game plan, and they slowly took over the game and found a 
way to tie it up. 

NOTES: Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov had an assist to extend 
his point streak to six games (two goals, five assists). He has 
20 points (10 goals, 10 assists) in 20 games this season, 
becoming the third player in Minnesota history to have at 
least 10 goals and 10 assists through 20 games, joining 
Marian Gaborik (19 games in 2005-06; 20 games in 2007-08; 
and 20 games 2001-02) and Zach Parise (20 games in 2014-
15). ... Aho's goal was his 191st in the NHL, one shy of tying 
Pat Verbeek (192) for eighth in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers 
history.
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Goligoski scores in OT, Wild beat Hurricanes 2-1 

By Brian Hall 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Alex Goligoski scored 1:12 into 
overtime to give the Minnesota Wild a 2-1 victory against the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday night. 

Sam Steel had a goal and an assist, and Filip Gustavsson 
stopped 20 shots as the Wild snapped a three-game losing 
streak. 

Goligoski, who was honored before the game for playing in 
his 1,000th NHL game earlier this season, got a pass from 
Steel in the extra period and tallied his first goal of the 
season. It was his third career overtime goal and first since 
2017. 

“It was a big night,” Goligoski said. “I had so much family and 
friends in the building. I was emotional with my family even 
before, so just to end up like that, it was just a crazy, 
emotional night.” 

Sebastian Aho scored for the second straight game for the 
Hurricanes, who lost for the first time in six games when 
leading after two periods. Aho’s ninth goal of the season 
came 6:13 into the first period. 

“We just were (bad) after that, even the second half of the 
first,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of the quick 
start. “The fact that we got a point out of that game is a 
miracle, in my opinion. We were God-awful. When you have 
two or three guys playing and the rest were going through 
the motions, that’s what you get.” 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov made 19 saves for Carolina, 
missing a chance to become the eighth goalie in NHL history 
to win the first six decisions of his career. 

Both goalies are getting opportunities with their team’s 
starter injured. Carolina’s Frederik Andersen missed his sixth 
straight game with a lower-body injury, and Minnesota’s 
Marc-Andre Fleury is out with an upper-body injury. 

Kochetkov, a 2019 second-round draft pick, played 49 
games in the KHL in his native Russia and was named the 
top goalie in the 2019 World Junior Championships while 
winning a bronze medal for Russia. The 23-year-old was 
coming off a 27-save shutout against Chicago in his last 
start. 

Steel finally solved Kochetkov with 2:37 left in the third as he 
got a pass from Jared Spurgeon from behind the red line and 

snapped off a quick shot wide of Kochetkov while being 
checked. It was Steel’s third of the season and first in 14 
games. He was elevated to the top line with Kirill Kaprizov 
and Mats Zuccarello before the game. 

“You wait for opportunities like this,” Steel said. “At the same 
time, I didn’t want to change my game or try and be 
somebody that I’m not. They put me there to play my game. 
A little bit of pressure to perform. At the same time, it’s a 
great opportunity and playing with those guys is a treat.” 

Aho scored his ninth of the season 6:13 into the first period 
on a 2-on-1 rush to give the Hurricanes an early lead. Martin 
Necas sent a cross-ice pass to Aho, who shot a one-timer 
past Gustavsson, who couldn’t get across the crease quickly 
enough. 

“I think it’s partly us kind of stepping off the gas a bit and kind 
of hoping we can scooch one out,” Carolina forward Jordan 
Staal said. “It’s the NHL. You sit back at all, it usually ends 
up in the back of your net. It wasn’t pretty, the second and 
third.” 

MORE GOOSE 

Goligoski, in his second season with the Wild, had been 
scratched in 12 of the previous 13 games. The 37-year-old 
defenseman hadn’t scored since Nov. 26, 2021, a span of 60 
games without a goal. 

The Minnesota native was honored in a pregame ceremony. 
He was presented with a ceremonial silver stick for playing 
1,000 games by Wild general manager Bill Guerin, a former 
teammate of Goligoski in Pittsburgh. 

IN AND OUT 

Forward Nic Petan was recalled by Minnesota from Iowa of 
the AHL and made his Wild debut. Petan was needed with 
Jordan Greenway continuing to deal with an upper-body 
injury and Tyson Jost placed on waivers. 

Minnesota also scratched rookie Marco Rossi for the second 
time this season. He had played in 14 straight games but 
only had one point. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Winnipeg on Monday night. 

Wild: Host Winnipeg on Wednesday night.
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Hurricanes Blow Shutout Late, Fall to Wild for Second Straight Overtime Loss 

Pyotr Kochetkov was 2:37 away from shutouts in back-to-
back starts and a 6-0-0 NHL record, but a lack of run support 
doomed him and the team as the Wild stormed back to win in 
overtime. 

By Brett Finger  

For 57:23 of in-game time on Saturday night, the Carolina 
Hurricanes kept the Minnesota Wild off the board, but it only 
took one for the home team to spoil Pyotr Kochetkov’s bid for 
6-0-0 as an NHL goalie. 

Sam Steel’s snipe with 2:37 left in the third period forced that 
overtime, and Alex Goligoski’s finish at the net in the extra 
frame led the Wild back from the brink for a 2-1 win over the 
scuffling Hurricanes, who have lost back-to-back games in 
overtime. 

It was all Carolina for much of the opening frame. Despite 
another troubling power-play sequence near the halfway 
point of the period, the Canes collected each of the first 
seven shots on goal in the game and eventually broke the 
ice. 

Stefan Noesen chipped the puck out of the Carolina zone 
and set up Martin Necas and Sebastian Aho for a two-on-
one rush. Necas got the puck across to Aho, and he 
hammered a one-timer by Filip Gustavsson for his ninth goal 
of the season. 

Minnesota started to find the net after Carolina’s goal, but 
Pyotr Kochetkov was ready and helped them hold onto their 
lead through 20 minutes. 

Brent Burns, who broke into the league with the Wild roughly 
700 years ago, was a menace in the first period. He flew 
across the ice and created several scoring chances that very 
nearly led to goals. 

The second period was far less lopsided as the home team 
got to their game and started to create more work for 
Kochetkov. Minnesota’s strongest push came near the end 
of the period when Matt Boldy sent a warp-around try off the 
far post. On the next shift, Kochetkov was forced to make his 
best save of the game up to that point on a point-blank try 
from Matts Zuccarello. 

Aho’s tally all the way back in the first period held as the lone 
goal for the Hurricanes as the second period came to a close 
with a 1-0 score. 

After 40 minutes of almost exclusively 5-on-5 hockey, 
penalties started to enter the equation in the third. 

49 seconds in, Jaccob Slavin and Brandon Duhaime were 
given minor penalties - Slavin for tripping and Brodin for 
holding the stick. Two minutes of four-on-four hockey came 
and went without any scoring, but a Jonas Brodin 
interference penalty one minute later gave the Hurricanes 
another opportunity on the power play. 

And again, that opportunity was wasted. 

Checking got tighter, and tempers got hotter as the third 
period continued without a goal into the final five minutes. 
Kochetkov was tasked with making a couple of big saves in 
tight, and he was up to the task until the Wild finally found 
twine late. 

With just 2:37 left on the clock in regulation, Sam Steel 
received a pass from behind the Carolina net and managed 
to snipe a gorgeous off-balance snapshot by Kochetkov’s 
glove. 

The Hurricanes managed just three shots in the third period,  

That goal pushed the game to Carolina’s second consecutive 
overtime affair. 

Kirill Kaprizov had a great chance to end it on the first shift 
but was spoiled by a great standing save by Kochetkov. 

The Hurricanes had a chance from Aho and Necas, but they 
couldn’t recreate the first-period magic, setting the table for 
the Wild going the other way that they would capitalize on. 

Steel found Goligoski pinching to the net, and the veteran 
defenseman narrowly avoided a backchecking Aho to score 
the game-winning goal in his 1,000th NHL game. 

It was another disappointing night for the Hurricanes, who 
have lost back-to-back very winnable games in overtime. 
Aho’s early goal stood for most of the game, but the 
Hurricanes’ lack of offense in the second and third periods 
left them vulnerable late in the game. 

Kochetkov was 2:37 away from posting his second 
consecutive shutout and was very solid with his sporadic 
workload in Minnesota. He stopped 19 of the 21 shots he 
faced. 

The Hurricanes had just 21 shots, as well, the fewest number 
of pucks on the net that the team has had in a game this 
season. They also went 0-for on the power play yet again on 
two chances, including one early in the third period that could 
have cushioned their narrow margin. 

They will trek north of the border for their next outing, a date 
with the Winnipeg Jets at Canada Life Centre on Monday 
night.
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Canes take foot off gas, lose 2-1 in overtime to Minnesota  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered another rocky overtime 
loss on Saturday, Nov. 19, falling 2-1 to the Minnesota Wild. 

An extreme lack of offense marked the affair as the Canes 
(10-5-3) and Wild (8-8-2) only mustered 21 shots apiece. 
While center Sebastian Aho opened the scoring in the first 
period, there were no more goals to be had until Minnesota 
center Sam Steel snuck in a game-tying goal in the final 
three minutes of regulation. 

The Wild finalized the result 1:12 into the overtime period 
when defenseman Alex Goligoski scored the game-winner. 

“The fact that we got a point out of that game is a miracle in 
my opinion,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We were 
God awful. When you have two or three guys playing and the 
rest are just going through the motions, that's what you get.” 

While the game didn’t feature much in the goals department, 
both offenses engineered plenty of shots. Carolina outpaced 
Minnesota 50-43 in Corsi, but the defenses stepped up as 
well. The Canes and Wild blocked 13 and 19 shots, 
respectively. 

The Hurricanes got off their game in the second period and it 
showed. Minnesota generated some momentum in the 
middle 20 minutes, not quite finding twine but creating six 
high-danger scoring chances. 

“We just stopped playing our game,” said defenseman Brett 
Pesce. “We tried to be too cute with the puck, especially in 
the O-zone, and we could’ve gotten pucks to the net. We’re 
trying to make that extra play and they countered on it. 
Kudos to them, they played a good hard game. They got 
pucks behind our D, which makes it hard for us back there. 
We gotta be better.” 

Carolina will look to turn its fortunes around as its mediocre 
November continues. The Canes stand at 4-3-2 for the 
month, just a shade over .500 but nowhere near the team’s 
expectations. The Canes will get their next shot to generate 
some momentum Monday, Nov. 21 when they travel to 
Winnipeg to take on the Jets. Puck drop is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. 

“We’re a desperate hockey team right now,” Pesce said. “We 
need to be better and we all know that. We're too good of a 
team to not get wins, and especially on these road trips. We 
gotta find a way to dig one out in Winnipeg.”
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Wolves Drop 4-3 Decision to IceHogs in OT 

ROSEMONT, Ill. – Jamieson Rees scored two goals but it 
wasn’t enough as the Chicago Wolves fell to the Rockford 
IceHogs 4-3 in overtime Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Michal Teply notched the game-winner with 11.4 seconds 
remaining in the extra period for Rockford, which salvaged a 
split with the Wolves in the second of back-to-back games 
between the Central Division rivals. 

Nathan Sucese also scored and had an assist and Josh 
Melnick added two assists for the Wolves, who have three 
points over their first of five three-games-in-three-days 
stretches this season. 

“Obviously, we want the four points but to get three out of 
four in a back-to-back with the same team is good,” Sucese 
said. “Then knowing that we have another chance (Sunday) 
against Iowa with them also playing a three-in-three, the 
playing field is level.” 

Rees gave the Wolves the early lead with his third goal of the 
season. The forward pounced on a rebound of his own shot 
and banged it past Rockford goaltender Mitchell Weeks. 

Midway through the second, the IceHogs seized the lead on 
goals by David Gust and Teply but the Wolves answered 
right back on Rees’ second goal of the game. 

This time, Rees cruised into the slot to clean up a shot from 
Logan Lambdin and knot the game at 2-2. 

Rockford answered on a goal by Alex Vlasic to give the 
visitors the advantage. 

Again, it was short-lived as the Wolves battled back to tie it 
while shorthanded. 

While killing a penalty to captain Max Lajoie, Anttoni Honka 
slipped a cross-crease pass to Sucese and the forward didn’t 
miss, firing the puck into the open net for his team-leading 
fifth goal of the season. 

It was also Sucese’s second shorthanded goal in two nights 
after scoring Friday night’s game-winner in Rockford with the 
Wolves down a man. 

“It was good pressure by all four guys on the ice,” Sucese 
said. “Skill guys love to have time and space so if you can 
take away their time and space and force turnovers, the 
transitions the other way on odd-man breaks are always a 
positive.” 

Teply beat Wolves goaltender Cale Morris with a hard wrist 
shot as the clock wound down. Morris finished with 41 saves 
while Weeks had 24 in a winning effort. 

Chicago fell to 5-6-2-0 on the season while Rockford 
improved to 7-6-0-1. 

Next up: The Wolves play host to the Iowa Wild on Sunday 
at Allstate Arena (3 p.m.; My50, AHLTV). It will be Family 
Sunday and Player Poster Giveaway. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-wild-come-from-behind-late-take-overtime-win-from-canes/c-337783194 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-minnesota-wild-game-recap/c-337630044 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-minnesota-wild-hockey-4caeecad4eeb41e50cb0eebc69a908a4 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/19/23468578/carolina-hurricanes-blow-shutout-late-fall-minnesota-wild-second-straight-overtime-loss-

kochetkov 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-take-foot-off-gas-lose-2-1-in-overtime-to-minnesota/article_1b1322cc-6890-11ed-9a92-

2b2215fe0d90.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/19/wolves-drop-4-3-decision-to-icehogs-in-ot/ 
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Make no mistake about it 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 10:23 PM CST Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022 

 

Hockey is usually a game of mistakes, where the team that makes the 
fewest typically comes out on top. 

That was certainly the case Saturday night at Canada Life Centre, where 
the Winnipeg Jets committed a pair of doozies that quickly ended up in 
the back of their net. Throw in an empty-net goal, and that’s essentially 
the story behind a 3-0 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins in front of a sold-
out crowd of 15,325. 

Winnipeg Jets’ David Gustafsson (19) and Michael Eyssimont (23) 
defend as Pittsburgh Penguins’ Brock McGinns (23) shot goes wide 
during second period NHL action in Winnipeg, Saturday, November 19, 
2022. 

“That’s an experienced team over there. Listen, that was a hard-fought 
game. We didn’t give up much at all. And they didn’t give us very much at 
all,” said Jets coach Rick Bowness. 

Tristan Jarry had plenty to say in the outcome as well, as the Penguins 
netminder put a terrible start to his season in the rear-view mirror and 
stopped all 32 shots he faced to the shutout. Meanwhile, Winnipeg just 
couldn’t get any offence going, including two power play chances that 
came up empty. 

“You have nights it just doesn’t go in,” said Bowness. “The puck trickles 
by the post, or hits something and goes wide, or a shot misses the net. 
Or the goalie makes big saves. He did. Give him credit. He made a lot of 
big saves. That’s hockey. If we weren’t getting those chances we’d be 
upset. We had enough chances to score tonight.” 

Let’s break down where it all went wrong, shall we: 

1) With neither team finding the back of the net through 40 minutes — 
Jarry and Connor Hellebuyck had stopped all 44 combined shots that 
had come their way — it was a case of waiting to see which squad would 
blink first. 

And it took only 53 seconds into the final frame to get the answer. A 
sloppy line change for the Jets opened up all kinds of time and space on 
the right side, which Evgeni Malkin (playing in his 999th career NHL 
game) used to find Jason Zucker for a beautiful one-timer that beat 
Hellebuyck high. 

“I would call it a bad decision. It wasn’t slow. It was just coming off at the 
wrong time,” said Bowness. 

2) With the clock ticking down and the Jets pushing for the equalizer, 
Hellebuyck was on the cusp of coming out of his net for the extra 

attacker. He got close to his bench, only for the puck to suddenly come 
his way. 

Danger! Danger! 

Hellebuyck tried to play it along the boards, but his backhander was 
picked off by none other than Sidney Crosby, who found linemate Bryan 
Rust all alone for what was essentially an empty-netter. The goal, at 
18:26 of the final frame, was a dagger. 

“I wouldn’t over analyze it. Just a tough break. Sid’s the smartest hockey 
player in the world,” is how Bowness described the blunder. 

“It comes down to a mistake and it’s in the net. We had enough scoring 
chances to make it 1-1, but we didn’t score. Jarry was very good for 
them. We made a mistake and they scored, and that’s really the hockey 
game. But that was a hard fought, well-played game for both teams. 
They didn’t give us much, and didn’t give them…we held them to 10 or 
so scoring chances five on five. We didn’t give up much. We just didn’t 
score.” 

3) Pittsburgh came into tonight scoring 3.65 goals-per-game — 4th best 
in the NHL — and having just hung a six-spot on Minnesota Thursday 
night. But they also were very leaky defensively, with Jarry sporting a 
bloated 3.60 goals-against-average and shaky .895 save-percentage 
through 10 games this year. 

You’d never know it in this tight defensive battle, where they made the 
Jets work for every single inch. 

“They got the lead early in the third and did a pretty good job of breaking 
it out and being tough to get through in the neutral zone,” said 
defenceman Josh Morrissey. “Obviously, that’s a veteran team over there 
and there are some things we can do better to get some offence in the 
third when we are pushing. Both goalies played well and it probably could 
have went either way for a lot of the game.” 

Pittsburgh Penguins’ Sidney Crosby (87) looks on as Bryan Rusts (17) 
shot gets past Winnipeg Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuyck (37) during 
the third period. 

4) One of the major concerns about the Jets coming into this year was 
whether they had enough depth scoring. And that was before Nikolaj 
Ehlers (groin), Mason Appleton (wrist) and Morgan Barron (wrist) all 
suffered injuries that require/required surgery, keeping them out long-
term. 

So in a game where they get blanked, the issue will once again become 
a talking point. 

“It’s tough. You lose Fly (Ehlers), who is an unbelievable talent, Mason 
who was playing great playing up and down the lineup, and (Barron) was 
really starting to come into his own, playing with a lot of confidence. You 
put those guys out for extended periods of time and it’s tough, it affects 
your depth,” said centre Adam Lowry, who began the year on a third line 
with Appleton and Barron, who have now been replaced by Saku 
Maenalanen and Axel Jonsson-Fjallby. 

“When you lose guys like that, it’s important to try and integrate the other 
guys as fast as possible, try and get them up to speed and try and get 
them comfortable so they can work toward their strengths and chip in 
defensively, offensively and that’s what we’re going to try and do. No one 
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feels sorry for you when you’re missing players. Everyone goes through 
injuries and it’s important we continue to find ways to win, even without 
those guys in the lineup.” 

5) Go figure: The Jets have played in front of two packed houses this 
season. And they’re now 0-2 in those games. A 4-1 loss to Toronto on 
Oct. 22. And now the 3-0 setback to Sid the Kid and company on 
Saturday night witnessed by 15,325. 

In the six other home games that haven’t been sold out, Winnipeg is a 
perfect 6-0. 

6) Bowness had a final message as he wrapped up his media availability: 

“Good luck to Mike O’Shea and the Blue Bombers tomorrow,” he said. 
“Go Blue.” 

“We’re going to play a lot of hockey here coming up and it’s one of the 
best teams in hockey coming in here. We’re looking forward to that 
challenge,” said Lowry. “It’s one of these things, you’re going to look at 
the tape and try and learn from it and then kind of implement some 
changes for Carolina. We know they have a lot of speed, they defend 
really well. They kind of roll all four lines and they come at you. It’s going 
to be a great test for us and it’s important we use (Sunday’s) practice to 
get ready for it.” 
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Ehlers going under knife 

 

By: Mike McIntyre 

Posted: 6:33 PM CST Saturday, Nov. 19, 2022 

 

The hits keep coming for the Winnipeg Jets. And forward Nikolaj Ehlers 
is the latest on a growing list to go under the knife. 

“He will have a sports hernia surgery next week,” coach Rick Bowness 
announced Saturday prior to his club’s game against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. “Details are still being finalized. We won’t know the length of 
time he will be out until they get in there and see what they’re dealing 
with. Those details, they will be finalized a little later.” 

The average recovery time for such a procedure ranges anywhere from 
six to 12 weeks. That could mean a return as early as the beginning of 
January, or as late as mid-February. 

The average recovery time from a sport hernia surgery ranges anywhere 
from six to 12 weeks. That means Nikolaj Ehlers could return as early as 
the beginning of January, or as late as mid-February. 

Ehlers, 26, appeared in the first two games of the season, recording 
three assists, before he felt discomfort following a 4-1 loss in Dallas on 
Oct. 17. He was deemed a game-time decision two nights later in Denver 
but didn’t play. Then came word he could be out for about a week. But 
when he missed that timeline, concern began to grow. 

“After 7-10 days, it felt like progress was being made. It was slower 
progress, no question, but we didn’t push it and we gave it a little extra 
time, hoping to try and avoid this,” said Bowness. 

“We gave him as much time as we could and there comes a point where, 
‘OK, there’s something a little more than we can find right now.’ So it 
came to this. We didn’t want to rush into it. We wanted to give it a chance 
to see if it would heal naturally.” 

Ehlers returned to the ice last Wednesday, briefly skating on his own 
along with a team trainer. It obviously didn’t go well. 

“No. He felt something. And so we were trying to get him to the point 
where when he went out he didn’t feel anything. We couldn’t get him to 
that point, so that brings us to that decision,” said Bowness. 

Forward Morgan Barron had wrist surgery in early November, while 
forward Mason Appleton underwent the same procedure last week. Both 
are out for multiple months. 

Add it up and that’s three of the team’s 12 forwards — 25 per cent — 
who skated on opening night. Barron and Appleton began the year on the 
third line with Adam Lowry, while Ehlers was on the top line with Mark 
Scheifele and Kyle Connor. 

“Yes we can,” Bowness said when asked if his club can weather the 
injury storm. 

“We’ve tightened it up defensively. And that’s going to keep us in the 
games. The guys that have stepped up and played those roles have 
done an exceptional job. We need that. They’re top-nine, they’re not easy 
to replace.” 

Sam Gagner is now playing with Scheifele and Connor, after Appleton 
initially took Ehlers’ spot. And Lowry is between Saku Maenalanen and 
Axel Jonsson-Fjallby. 

Jansen Harkins, Dominic Toninato and Mikey Eyssimont, who all began 
the year with the Manitoba Moose, are now up with the big club. Toninato 
and Eyssimont played Saturday, while Harkins was the lone healthy 
scratch. 

“It changes all the formations of the lines and it changes roles. And 
sometimes when that happens, you’re putting a guy in a role that 
normally wouldn’t be in,” said Bowness. 

“Give our forwards a lot of credit because of all the guys we’ve asked to 
adjust their roles, their minutes and even the guys that they’re playing 
with normally, they’ve all done a good job. It goes back to us having to 
play that team defence to keep us in the games which we we’ve cleaned 
up a lot over the past 10 games.” 

Bowness was asked if he’d be pressuring general manager Kevin 
Cheveldayoff to get him some help, perhaps via a trade. 

“We have conversations. That’s management’s call, not mine,” said 
Bowness. “I coach the players that are here. That’s my job.” 
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Pittsburgh Penguins shut out Winnipeg Jets at home 

 

Scott Billeck 

Publishing date:Nov 19, 2022 

 

The Winnipeg Jets wouldn’t have left the rink on Saturday night wanting 
more chances. They had plenty. 

But in a game that was ultimately decided by a single third-period shot, 
they would have simply departed hoping some of the many tipped shots 
and bounces they created to carom in a different direction than they did. 

Over an 82-game slate, there will be nights they just don’t, as the Jets 
found out in a 3-0 defeat to the resurgent Pittsburgh Penguins, who have 
won two straight and four on the trot at Canada Life Centre, which was 
sold out for just the second time this season. 

“You have nights it just doesn’t go in,” head coach Rick Bowness said. 
“The puck trickles by the post, or hits something and goes wide, or a shot 
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misses the net, or the goalie makes big saves. He did. Give him credit. 
He made a lot of big saves. That’s hockey. If we weren’t getting those 
chances we’d be upset. We had enough chances to score tonight.” 

Tristan Jarry was solid between the pipes for the Pens, stopping 32 shots 
for his first shutout. 

Winger Jason Zucker rewarded his netminder with the dagger some 53 
seconds into the final frame, breaking a scoreless deadlock in a tightly 
contested game. 

Zucker ripped a one-timer from the left circle high over Jets starter 
Connor Hellebuyck’s glove side with the Jets in the midst of a bad line 
change 

“I would call it a bad decision,” Bowness said of the events leading to the 
game’s opening goal. “It wasn’t slow. It was just coming off at the wrong 
time.” 

From there, the Penguins locked it down through the neutral zone, 
employing all of their veteran experience to frustrate the Jets as they 
went in search of a tying goal. 

There wasn’t one to be had against Pittsburgh’s stingy defence. 

“They flew the zone, they made it tough to get a forecheck on their D, 
and then they really sat above it,” defenceman Josh Morrissey said. 
“They weren’t really pushing for that next one. It almost seemed like they 
were content to sit above us and really slow things down through the 
neutral zone.” 

Bryan Rust would put the game out of reach at the 18:26 mark on a goal 
— his fifth — that Hellebuyck, who finished with 29 saves, would want 
back. 

Beckoned to the bench by Bowness as the Jets looked to deploy their 
extra attacker, Hellebuyck made it about halfway to the bench before the 
Penguins got the puck out of their own zone. 

Hellebuyck latched onto it, dragging back before he ran out of real estate, 
knowing he’d be handed a penalty for handling the puck outside of the 
trapezoid. 

Instead of rimming it around the far side of the zone, Helelbuyck tried to 
backhand it to Morrissey. The only problem with the scenario is that 
Crosby stood in the way, and he intercepted the puck before feeding it to 
Rust, who deposited it into the back of the net before Hellebuyck could 
recover. 

“I wouldn’t overanalyze it,” Bowness said, referring to it as a tough break. 
“Sid’s the smartest hockey player in the world.” 

Jake Guentzel potted his 10th into the empty net with four seconds left. 

“I thought, for the most part, it was a pretty even game,” forward Adam 
Lowry said. “I thought both teams had some pretty good chances. Both 
goalies had some really good saves. Ultimately, one shot was going to 
be the difference.” 

As much was true. 

The Jets came into the game 8-1-1 in their previous 10 games. Saturday 
was the first time Winnipeg was held off the scoresheet through 16 
games. 

Their record on the season fell to 10-5-1, as did their standing in the 
Central Division, down to third — tied for the same record with the 
reigning Stanley Cup champion Colorado Avalanche. 

The goal now for the Jets is to quickly flush Saturday’s game as they turn 
their attention to the Carolina Hurricanes, who help cap off Winnipeg’s 
three-game homestand on Monday night. 

“We’re going to play a lot of hockey here coming up and it’s one of the 
best teams in hockey coming in here,” Lowry said. “We’re looking forward 
to that challenge. 

“It’s one of these things, you’re going to look at the tape and try and learn 
from it and then kind of implement some changes for Carolina. We know 
they have a lot of speed, they defend really well. They kind of roll all four 
lines and they come at you. It’s going to be a great test for us and it’s 
important we use (Sunday’s) practice to get ready for it.” 

Monday’s game also marks the return of forward Paul Stastny, who 
played the past two seasons with the Jets in his second stint with the 
club. 
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Jets' speedster Ehlers halted by sports hernia surgery 

 

Scott Billeck 

Publishing date:Nov 19, 2022 

 

The Nikolaj Ehlers injury saga took another turn on Saturday, and not for 
the better. 

The 26-year-old will be out indefinitely, slated to have sports hernia 
surgery next week, Winnipeg Jets head coach Rick Bowness announced 
prior to Winnipeg’s Saturday night matchup with the Pittsburgh Penguins 
at Canada Life Centre. 

“Details are still being finalized,” Bowness said. “We won’t know the 
length of time he will be out until they get in there and see what they’re 
dealing with.” 

Ehlers has missed the past 13 games with an undisclosed lower-body 
injury after pulling up lame in Winnipeg’s 4-1 loss to the Dallas Stars on 
Oct. 17. 

The Dane took the first line rushes of the morning skate in Denver two 
days later before exiting and was initially listed as a game-time decision. 

This past Wednesday was the first time he had skated since. 

“After 7-10 days, it felt like progress was being made,” Bowness said. “It 
was slower progress, no question, but we didn’t push it and we gave it a 
little extra time, hoping to try and avoid this. We gave him as much time 
as we could and there comes a point where, ‘Hey, there’s something a 
little more than we can find right now.’ ” 

Bowness said they expect Ehlers to be back this season. 

A lengthier spell on the sidelines for Ehlers only adds to a burgeoning 
infirmary for the Jets. 

Fellow winger Mason Appleton underwent wrist surgery earlier this week 
and is expected to miss two to three months while he recovers. Forward 
Morgan Barron is also out after his wrist surgery, which came with a 4-5 
week absence. He’s not expected back until the middle of next month. 

“What we’ve done over the last, oh I don’t know… we’ve tightened it up 
defensively, and that’s going to keep us in the games,” Bowness said. 

“The guys that have stepped up and played those roles have done an 
exceptional job. We need that. They’re top-nine, they’re not easy to 
replace. Are we missing them? Absolutely we’re missing them. It 
changes all the formations of the lines and it changes roles. And 
sometimes when that happens, you’re putting a guy in a role that 
normally wouldn’t be in. 

“Give our forwards a lot of credit because of all the guys we’ve asked to 
adjust their role, their minutes and even the guys that they’re playing with 
normally, they’ve all done a good job. It goes back to us having to play 
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that team defence to keep us in the games which we’ve cleaned up a lot 
over the past 10 games.” 

The reality is the team is without 25% of its opening-night roster, 
including one-third of its top-nine forwards. 

General manager Kevin Cheveldayoff is notoriously tight-lipped regarding 
any of his transactions, but one would think he’s beginning to work the 
phones given the severity of the injuries to his squad. 

For Ehlers, recovery after sports hernia surgery seems to be pegged 
anywhere between six and 12 weeks, although it can be longer in some 
cases. 

While Bowness is accurate in saying his contingent up front has adjusted 
well, the mounting injury toll for the Jets means additional depth from 
within is depleting quickly. With a glut of defencemen on the roster and in 
the system — and plenty of teams desperate for blue-line help — it would 
seem there is a market for Cheveldyoff to shop in. 

“That’s management’s call, not mine,” Bowness said Saturday when 
pressed about whether or not he wants more help up front. “I coach the 
players that are here. That’s my job.” 

On defence, the Jets are still without Logan Stanley, who is dealing with 
a foot injury, and Dylan DeMelo, who missed his second consecutive 
game Saturday with an upper-body ailment. 

Bowness said they hope DeMelo can return Monday for the team’s game 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“It’s nothing long-term,” Bowness said. “We’re hoping to have him back. 
He skated (Saturday morning) but not ready to go. We’re hoping to have 
him back for Monday night.” 

Kyle Capobianco, a healthy scratch for most of the season, drew into his 
second straight game (and just third this season) and Bowness has liked 
what he has brought to the table thus far. 

“The games he’s been giving us have been good games,” Bowness said. 
“He’s played in the league before, obviously. He knows how to play. He 
stays within what he does really well. He’s been reliable defensively. He’s 
moved the puck. He’s kept his gaps up through the neutral zone. He’s 
done the job we need him to do. Give him a lot of credit, because it’s a 
tough thing to be thrown in there once in a while. But he works very hard 
in practice, he’s always in every meeting. He works away from the game 
so when the game starts, he’s ready.” 

Capobianco’s inclusion meant young Ville Heinola took a seat in the 
press box for a second straight contest. 

Heinola was called up on Wednesday but has yet to get a sniff yet in 
terms of playing time. 

“The team is playing really well right now,” Bowness said. “The power 
play has won us the past couple of games. He will get his chance.” 

When Heniola was sent down as one of the final cuts in training camp, 
Bowness cited the team’s three power-play specialists on the back end 
— Josh Morrissey, Neal Pionk and Nate Schmidt — as a reason for 
Heinola being expendable. 

For now, it’s simply a waiting game for the 21-year-old Finn, who had no 
goals and seven assists in 11 games with the AHL’s Manitoba Moose 
prior to his call-up. 

“The longer he’s here, it will improve his chances,” Bowness said. “It will 
depend on Dylan (DeMelo).” 
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Jets’ Nikolaj Ehlers to undergo sports hernia surgery: Will Winnipeg 
make a trade to fill in? 

 

By The Athletic Staff 

Nov 19, 2022 

 

Winnipeg Jets forward Nikolaj Ehlers will undergo sports hernia surgery, 
coach Rick Bowness told reporters at Canada Life Centre on Saturday. 
Here’s what you need to know: 

Ehlers will be out indefinitely, as Bowness said the team won’t know a 
firmer timeline until the surgery happens — but he expects Ehlers to 
return this season. 

The 26-year-old suffered the injury on Oct. 17 in the Jets’ game against 
Dallas and was placed on injured reserve. 

Ehlers skated on his own Wednesday for the first time since the injury. 

Backstory 

Ehlers, selected by the Jets at No. 9 in the 2014 draft, racked up 55 
points (28 goals, 27 assists) in 62 games last season. He’s played in just 
two games this season. 

What the surgery means for Ehlers 

It means pain — both in terms of his recovery from surgery and also 
because this was supposed to be Ehlers’ year. 

This was supposed to be the season that Ehlers got first-line minutes and 
top-unit power play time, finally putting together the stunning full-season 
point total that he’s teased at with his performance further down the 
depth chart. Bowness, the new coach, put all of that in place, running 
Ehlers with top forwards Kyle Connor and Mark Scheifele, and Ehlers 
delivered three assists (including one on the power play) in his first two 
games of the season. The timing of Ehlers’ injury robs him of an 
opportunity that was years in the making and that has to hurt. – Ates 

When will Ehlers be back? 

The shortest answer is that Ehlers’ timeline is unknown. All Bowness 
could assure reporters on Saturday was that he expected Ehlers to play 
again sometime this season, suggesting that Ehlers’ recovery will be a 
long-term process. Sports hernia surgeries have not immediately been 
kind to hockey players, including former Jets: Andrew Ladd’s best 
seasons all came before his surgery in May 2015, while Andrew Copp 
missed two months in Detroit this fall before getting off to a slow start this 
season. 

Estimating a return time is difficult. Bowness wasn’t willing to do that, 
although two to three months seems to be common. The bigger concern 
may be what level Ehlers is able to get to when he does come back — 
any thoughts of a career season will have to wait. – Ates 

What will the Jets do in the meantime? 

The Jets are rich in bottom-six forwards but poor in obvious top-six 
candidates. Mason Appleton was Winnipeg’s first option to take over top-
line duties in Ehlers’ absence but he’s out for eight to 12 weeks following 
a freak wrist injury when his stick jammed into the hole in the 
timekeeper’s glass against Seattle. 

Veteran Sam Gagner has joined Connor and Scheifele since Appleton’s 
injury and had two assists, including a perfect backhand pass to Connor 
to help Winnipeg beat Anaheim on Sunday. An in-game coaching 
adjustment also saw Adam Lowry join Connor and Scheifele for key 
faceoffs and we may continue to see selective usage of Lowry, who has 
been very good as Winnipeg’s third-line center this season. 

Otherwise, it’s possible that Blake Wheeler rejoins his longtime linemates 
and his solid start implies he could play the role in a pinch. Chaz Lucius 
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and Brad Lambert are very much still developing in Manitoba and are not 
close to having the requisite impact. Externally, Bowness says roster 
decisions are in Kevin Cheveldayoff’s hands — he’s just going to coach 
the players he’s given. – Ates 

Will the Jets make a trade? 

Winnipeg’s 10-4-1 record is the key stat here, implying that the Jets can 
win even without Ehlers in the lineup. But now Winnipeg knows he’s out 
long-term, and the team has lost Appleton and Morgan Barron to injuries, 
so the Jets’ challenge has grown. 

The obvious answer appears to be to trade one of Winnipeg’s many 
defensemen for help up front. Prospect Ville Heinola has been called up 
after catching fire again in Manitoba but has yet to play, suggesting 
Winnipeg sees itself as deep on defense even with Logan Stanley injured 
and Dylan DeMelo battling a new, minor upper-body injury. 

My guess is that Winnipeg takes a wait-and-see approach to the 
situation. The Jets’ record is terrific and most of it has been earned 
without Ehlers on board. Thus, the incentive for Cheveldayoff to trade a 
veteran defenseman away from a potentially playoff-bound team may be 
low. Maybe that changes if the forwards falter and the defense gets 
healthy but Cheveldayoff made it all the way through his offseason 
without clearing his logjam of defensemen, and that was before the Jets 
roared out to their 10-4-1 start. – Ates 
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Open practice provides sample of home for road-warrior Coyotes 

 

Jenna Ortiz 

Arizona Republic 

20/11/2022 

 

With so much time spent on the road, the Coyotes found time for fans to 
see the team on Saturday. 

For the Arizona Coyotes, playing at home hasn't been much of a factor at 
the beginning of the first season at Mullett Arena. 

Aside from the four-game homestand at the end of October, the Coyotes 
navigated the scheduling ripples that come with a new home. As a result, 
the team has logged thousands of miles around North America and are 
entering the second leg of its 14-game road series.   

But for one Saturday, the team was able to reconnect with its fans in an 
open practice at Ice Den Scottsdale. Fans filled up the stands while 
others were behind the boards, creating a home atmosphere.  

“It’s nice to see the support,” Coyotes forward Dylan Guenther said. “I 
think it’s good to give back when you have the time and kids want you to 
give them some of your time. It’s fun to sign stuff and see the support 
from the fans.”  

Following the five-game road trip around New York and New Jersey, the 
Coyotes earned valuable time at home and a lighter schedule this past 
week with a short flight to Las Vegas Thursday. With 12 road games 
already and time spent in hotels, time at home isn’t taken for granted.  

When the team returned from Sunday’s finale in New York City, the 
players reset mentally and physically with two recovery days.   

“I’m happy to see the guys and they have a smile on their face and 
they’re happy to come to the rink and they’re excited,” Coyotes head 
coach André Tourigny said. “I think so far that week will have helped 

because of the two long trips that we had and the two more coming, it is 
what it is. Doesn’t mean that it’s easy.”   

The Coyotes will have another cure for homesickness with the players’ 
dads to join in the upcoming four-game road trip beginning Monday in 
Nashville.  

“I put myself in their shoes if I had the chance to do a trip with my son, I’d 
get back to when I was 20,” Tourigny said. “I’m happy for the dads and 
the players and that they will time to share those moments out there.”  

For rookies like Guenther, it’ll be the first time they will experience the 
tradition.  

“(My dad and I) talk every day and it’s strong,” Guenther said. “It’s hard to 
even say how much he’s impacted my career and how much support 
both him and my mom have had for me through the good times and the 
not so good times. It’s super exciting that they get to see how spoiled we 
get when we go on the road.”  

Spending most of the season on the road hasn’t been an ideal start to 
the season, but the Coyotes have fared decently with a 5-7-0 away 
record. It’s helped that the Coyotes have completed 11 road games in 
the Eastern Conference and have enjoyed off days in some of those 
cities while the weather is still pleasant.  

The next road trip will include the Nashville Predators on Nov. 21, 
Carolina Hurricanes on Nov. 23, Detroit Red Wings on Nov. 25, and 
Minnesota Wild on Nov. 27.  
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Hampus Lindholm getting the opportunity to spread his wings with Bruins 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont 

Globe Staff 

Updated November 19, 2022, 6:09 p.m. 

 

Bruce Boudreau, a man who appreciates pushing the offense, was 
Hampus Lindholm’s first NHL coach with the Ducks. Lindholm recorded 
30 points his rookie season, boosted it to 34 in year No. 2, but never 
topped that his next six-plus seasons in Anaheim. 

Now 28 , Lindholm is on track to blow his record out of the barn. 

“We were playing a little differently as a team [in Anaheim],” Lindholm 
said Saturday before the Bruins beat the Blackhawks, 6-1, at TD Garden. 
“I think this fits more my playing style, jumping into the rush and having a 
little bit more flexibility, making reads myself in a way.” 

By year No. 4 with the Ducks, Lindholm was under the tutelage of Randy 
Carlyle, a Norris Trophy-winning defenseman in his playing days with the 
Penguins who had a more conservative approach, in part stifling 
Lindholm’s production. 

Some longtime Ducks also began to age out later in Lindholm’s tenure in 
Disneytown. Right winger Corey Perry departed after the 2018-19 
season. Franchise center Ryan Getzlaf called it quits after last season, 
shortly after the Ducks traded Lindholm to the Bruins in a deal that 
included defensive prospect Urho Vaakanainen heading west. 

“The last two years, I’d been feeling really good about my game,” noted 
Lindholm. “But maybe the team was kind of going in a different direction 
a little bit, with guys getting older and getting off the team. So it’s like 
anything in life, the [increased offense] might look like a lot now, but I’ve 
been working hard for it.” 
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Entering the weekend, Lindholm ranked fourth in scoring among blue 
liners, his 4-14—18 line tying him with Avalanche superstar Cale Makar. 

Lindholm is on a pace for 87 points, which would be more than double 
his career high. The Bruins haven’t had a defenseman produce with that 
kind of pop since Ray Bourque went 20-71—91 in 1993-94. 

Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy give the Bruins perhaps the league’s best 
back line tandem, though their time on ice together is rather rare. 
Lindholm these days partners with Connor Clifton as the club’s top 
offensive pairing. McAvoy and Matt Grzelcyk form the other pair among 
the top four. 

Lindholm typically pairs with Brandon Carlo on the No. 1 penalty-kill unit. 
Coach Jim Montgomery has been rolling out McAvoy for point duty on 
the No. 1 power-play unit and Lindholm, who filled that spot while 
McAvoy recovered from shoulder surgery, backs up the second unit. 

It leads to a heavy, diversified workload for Lindholm, who has thrived 
with the responsibility expanded role. 

It had to be frustrating for him not to have such a profile in Anaheim, 
particularly given his overall skill set and offensive acumen. 

“Yeah, for sure,” Lindholm said. “But at the end of the day, it’s a team 
sport, and you want to do your best for the team and the role they put 
you in, and where they believe you’ll be best for the team. I’m also a 
team player, so I don’t try to be too selfish out there. We had some pretty 
good teams in Anaheim, but I am super happy to be here now and it 
probably shows in my game as well.” 

Ullmark prepared for all duties 

Linus Ullmark, the hottest goalie (12-1-0) in the Original 32, had a rare 
night off Saturday, backing up Jeremy Swayman. Swayman made 17 
saves in his first start since Oct. 27 and first action since banging up his 
left knee Nov. 1 in a brief relief appearance. 

Much of Ullmark’s day preparing for backup duty is the same as if he 
were starting, but “standby” duty does mean less brain drain. 

“Yes,” Ullmark said, asked if prepping as backup makes for less angst. 
“You don’t focus as much leading up to it. I prepare the same way with 
what I do, what I eat … all those things … but the mental state is a little 
bit more relaxed because you know you don’t have to kind of get in the 
zone in the same sort of way. 

“Because if you do, then you’re going to have 82 days of a season where 
you’re just going full throttle with that thing and you might burn yourself 
out.” 

Backup goalies still need to be alert, particularly with their No. 1 off-duty 
assignment — opening and closing the bench door. For two periods of 
home games at the Garden, the back up is the doorman for defensemen, 
who reside at the end of the bench closest to their own net. 

“If I’m not quick enough, and I forget to grab the door, or they grab the 
door first, then I realize I have to pay a little bit more attention,” Ullmark 
said. “Sometimes that’s tough, because there’s a breakaway, so you’ll be 
looking up ice when they come from your [blind] side and want to get off.” 

Dressed in layers of equipment, and sitting in a building with thousands 
of people, noted Ullmark, mitigates the chance of feeling cold. 

“Different when I was a kid, because we played in cold, empty buildings,” 
he said. 

For the most part, backups lament that sitting around for three periods or 
more can be toughest on the feet. 

“You’re not moving around, so they get pretty tight,” Ullmark said. 
“They’re tight, and you’re not moving around, so you never get that blood 
flow.” 

Zboril skates but doesn’t play 

Jakub Zboril, somewhat drained after running a fever Thursday night, 
was on the ice in Brighton for Saturday morning’s optional skate. He 
remained out of action in favor of Anton Stralman, who rode the left side 
on a No. 3 pairing with Carlo … In the prior two games, the Bruins scored 
nine goals, five by Czechia countrymen David Krejci (2), Tomas Nosek 
(2), and Pavel Zacha. Noticeably absent was top Czech David Pastrnak, 
who entered Saturday with one goal and six assists in his prior six 
games, but he scored two goals to extend his point streak to six games. 
His 28 points are tied for second in league scoring with Edmonton’s Leon 
Draisaitl and San Jose’s Erik Karlsson … Like Lindholm, Zacha is 
tracking toward a career high in points. He has 3-8–11 in 18 games, on 
pace for 53 points. Zacha, acquired in the offseason for Erik Haula, 
posted a career-high 36 points last season for the Devils. Per 
Montgomery, Zacha is second to Pastrnak on the club for five-on-five 
scoring chances. 
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Pondering Mitchell Miller and the Bruins amid other streaming of the 
sports consciousness 

 

By Christopher L. Gasper 

Globe Staff 

Updated November 19, 2022, 1:03 p.m. 

 

Streaming is second nature now, the delivery method du jour for music, 
movies, and television. Even the almighty NFL is in on the act with 
“Thursday Night Football” on Amazon Prime. Here’s my streaming 
service, a streaming of the sports consciousness. 

These are a few topics occupying bandwidth in my brain, starting with 
Boston being a winter sports wonderland with the dreamy starts of the 
Bruins and Celtics: 

1. When they awoke Saturday both inhabitants of TD Garden owned the 
best records in their respective leagues. This was expected of the 
Celtics, the Bruins, not so much. That’s why it’s a shame the stellar start 
of the Spoked B’s, a franchise record 11-0-0 on home ice after 
Saturday’s 6-1 rout of the Chicago Blackhawks, has been marred and 
overshadowed by the Mitchell Miller imbroglio. 

Other than the shameful fiasco of signing the bully boy prospect who 
used the N-word while preying on a developmentally-challenged Black 
classmate and being forced to rescind the decision two days later, 
everything has gone right for the Black and Gold. Everything. 

The returns of centers Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci, who took a 
sabbatical last season in his native Czechia, were Cup-chasing coups. 
New coach Jim Montgomery looks ticketed for the Jack Adams Award as 
the NHL’s best bench boss. Injured stars Brad Marchand and Charlie 
McAvoy returned ahead of schedule, scoring in their debuts. Goalie Linus 
Ullmark has morphed into fellow Swede Henrik Lundqvist. 

The botched Miller move was needless, and we await the conclusion 
from the independent investigation commissioned by the team, 
conducted by former US Attorney General Loretta Lynch. Instead of 
focusing solely on the unbeatable Bruins being on a roll, we’re wondering 
if heads are going to roll over the Miller move. 

2. It’s not just Mac Jones, scoring is down in the NFL this season. I’m 
here for it. The average NFL game featured 46 points last season, the 
sixth highest in league history. This year it’s 43.9. In 2020, it was nearly 
50 points per game (49.6), the highest ever. You have to go back to 2017 
to find the last time scoring was this low (43.4). 
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The percentage of three-and-out drives is 20.8 this season, up from 19.6. 
Red-zone touchdown percentage is down from 58.5 percent to 57.3. It’s 
good for the game to feature more balance between offense and 
defense, especially with the rules so slanted toward offense and actual 
tackling of quarterbacks all but outlawed. 

3. Has there ever been a more overwrought debate than the one we 
endured in baseball over the designated hitter? I hardly heard a peep this 
year about pitchers not batting in the National League as the DH rightfully 
became universal. We watched bifurcated baseball for nearly 50 years 
for no real reason. Only baseball could pass off dysfunction as quirky 
“charm” for so long. 

4. Congrats to the 106-win Houston Astros for defending the honor of 
baseball’s most sacred product — the regular season — by defeating 
Dave Dombrowski’s third NL wild card Philadelphia Phillies in the World 
Series. You can’t keep selling the sanctity of your regular season as the 
centerpiece of your brand and then crown as champion an 87-win team 
that lost eight of its final 12 while moonwalking into the playoffs. A third 
wild card with 19 fewer wins than its Fall Classic opponent winning the 
World Series in the berth’s inaugural season would’ve been anathema. 

5. Speaking of MLB’s playoff format, baseball should look into giving the 
division winners who earn byes into the Division Series a greater 
advantage in those breezy best-of-five affairs. The bye teams should 
host four games in a 2-1-2 format. Otherwise, just wake me up when 
September ends. 

6. Why does the NBA feed into the incessant and insipid narrative that 
tanking is much more prevalent in its league? The issue is in the spotlight 
again with the emergence of generational French talent Victor 
Wembanyama, whom LeBron James called “an alien,” and comments 
from NBA commissioner Adam Silver referencing the possibility of 
European soccer-style relegation as a Draconian solution. 

For teams in certain markets that aren’t desirable to free agents or stars 
seeking trades, the draft is their only avenue of acquiring 
transformational talent. The hand-wringing and pearl-clutching over 
tanking is hyperbolized. Going back to MLB’s Astros, do you think any 
Houston fans regret the three 100-plus-loss seasons they strung together 
from 2011-2013 to build their team? Teams massage their 
competitiveness when necessary because it works. 

The NBA needs to stop feeding into the racially-undertoned narrative that 
win-adjusting in basketball is much worse. It’s not. Maybe, the NBA 
should just have Ivy League execs euphemistically call tanking 
“analytics.” MLB moved to a draft lottery to try to discourage tear-downs. 
The inaugural will be held next month at the Winter Meetings, 
determining the top six picks. 

7. It did not go unnoticed in these parts that a long-running Major League 
Soccer stadium saga came to an end, while the Revolution continue their 
quixotic quest for a privately financed soccer stadium with little help from 
pols. 

New York City FC struck a deal for a 25,000-seat stadium in Queens. 
New York Mayor Eric Adams was instrumental in getting the project, set 
to open in 2027, past the finish line. NYCFC, which has been trying to get 
a soccer-specific stadium since 2012, has been squatting at Yankee 
Stadium. 

The Revolution’s stadium pursuit has been going on even longer with no 
concrete ending in sight. Speculation has the Kraft family, owners of the 
Revolution, eyeing a site straddling the Everett/Boston border near the 
casino. Prior plans for the city-owned Frontage Road site, land near the 
Boston Convention and Exhibition Center, and the former site of the 
Bayside Exhibition Center in Dorchester all died on the vine in recent 
years. 

Greater Boston is long past due for a soccer-specific stadium that 
transports the Revolution out of Foxborough and makes the team more 
accessible. But it’s one Revolution goal that requires a major assist. So 
far, service has been lacking. 
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For fans wanting an inside look at NHL salaries, CapFriendly and 
PuckPedia are great resources 

 

By Matt Porter 

Globe Staff 

Updated November 19, 2022, 9:07 a.m. 

 

Neither Jamie Davis nor Hart Levine knows what David Pastrnak’s next 
contract will look like. 

They can’t say whether NHL commissioner Gary Bettman’s projections 
about the salary cap ($10 million rise over the next three years) are spot 
on, or too optimistic. 

They can’t say if rebuilding teams with eight-figure stars, such as San 
Jose (Erik Karlsson) and Chicago (Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews), 
will trade those contracts. 

They don’t hold all the secrets, but as many who follow the NHL have 
learned, they do offer pretty much everything else you’d want to know. 

Davis runs CapFriendly, one of two major online NHL salary-cap 
resources. Along with Levine’s PuckPedia, a younger competitor, they 
can show you what players of Pastrnak’s ilk are making and how much 
the Bruins can afford to pay No. 88, who entered the weekend tied for 
fourth in the league in scoring (9-17—26). 

If you’re reading a story about how much cap space the Bruins have to 
clear to bring Derek Forbort back into the lineup, the data is surely from 
CapFriendly or PuckPedia. Any discourse about players being overpaid 
or underpaid starts there. 

What free agents are available this year? Next year? How much does a 
team have to pay a restricted free agent to retain their rights? What 
would it cost to buy out a certain player? Can that player be waived? 
What exactly is in the collective bargaining agreement? 

All of this information was exceedingly difficult to find in the early years of 
the salary-cap era. It is now available on your phone. 

“I think it’s great for fans,” Bruins veteran Nick Foligno said. “They get to 
understand a little bit more about the game and why things happen.” 

Those websites, started by fans as a labor of love, have over the last five 
years or so become essential resources for team and league employees 
— those who already have access to the NHL’s Central Registry, its 
internal clearinghouse. 

“I don’t like to pat myself on the back, but I do get that sense,” Davis said. 
“We’ve put a lot of effort into making the site as accurate as possible.” 

CapFriendly built on what CapGeek, the original NHL Salary Cap 101 
site, started in 2009. The latter closed shop in 2015 while its founder, the 
late Matthew Wuest, was battling colon cancer. 

Davis, a 32-year-old Ottawa native, is his site’s only full-time employee. 
His brothers, Chris and Ryan, assist in data entry and site operations. 
They are missing one key team member: Co-founder Dominik Zrim 
resigned last year. Sharks general manager Mike Grier named Zrim his 
director of salary cap management/CBA compliance. 

Levine, an Edmonton-raised Californian in his late-30s, started 
PuckPedia with a similar mission: to be a one-stop shop for salary-cap 
info. 
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“Most people think they’re smarter than their team’s GM, right? They 
want to daydream and think about what kinds of moves they’d make,” 
Levine said. “You can’t do that without the salary-cap implications. It’s 
just not about what player’s better.” 

While both have CBA explainers, “build your team” modes, and deep 
glossaries of terms to go with exhaustive contract information, 
CapFriendly is more streamlined in its presentation. PuckPedia is a bit 
more colorful, and includes an agent leaderboard that shows who has the 
richest client list (Pat Brisson is No. 1). 

Levine’s background is accounting and Davis comes from the 
engineering world, but both engage in journalism. Their sources are 
those of a good NHL reporter: team and league employees, agents, and 
players. Given the significant number of eyeballs on the site — neither 
would divulge specifics — incorrect information gets weeded out. 

“I’ve never received pushback from the actual league saying, ‘Stop this,’ ” 
Levine said. “People that I talk to in the game, especially people that 
work for teams, they’ve told me in the past, ‘Oh, the league doesn’t want 
me to share this,’ or, ‘The league doesn’t want these exact numbers out 
there.’ I find that kind of silly. It helps fans’ enjoyment and 
understanding.” 

One thing Levine said the league keeps tight is how long-term injured 
reserve works. He doesn’t understand why. Teams typically don’t 
disclose contract details, like structure and bonuses, but it doesn’t matter 
these days. People talk. 

“[Reporters] are going to find out the salaries no matter what,” said 
Bruins winger Taylor Hall, who said he has browsed CapFriendly. “It’s 
interesting to look around the league and see who’s got cap space and 
who doesn’t. It is funny how players get maligned for how much they 
make, but the teams are the ones giving it out. It’s good to have 
transparency.” 

The NHL began salary disclosure in January 1990, dropping a surprise 
midseason release of everyone’s numbers. That ended the dark ages, 
where players largely grumbled and accepted what was given them, 
lacking the info to make a case for better pay. 

“I think I come from a place, too, where my dad played, and 
understanding the pay he got, I won’t ever take it for granted,” said 
Foligno, who has earned upward of $50 million in salary (which is not his 
take-home pay, as Hall noted). 

Foligno’s mother’s uncle is Hall of Fame goalie Eddie Giacomin, who 
delivered milk in the summers during his playing career (1965-78). The 
year after Giacomin retired, Mike Foligno was a 20-year-old Red Wings 
draft pick. His salary — likely in the mid-five-figures, as the third overall 
pick — made it so he didn’t have to get a summer job. 

“He was a laborer for his godfather, who was a stone mason,” Nick 
Foligno said of his father. “When Detroit signed him, they filled up his 
lunchbox with cement: ‘You’ll never have to work a day in your life. 
You’re done here.’ ” 

ULLMARK FOUND HIS WAY 

Early coaching paid dividends 

Before arriving in Boston, Linus Ullmark played on some subpar teams in 
Buffalo. But the most trying season of his hockey career may have been 
in 2009-10, when he was 17 and trying to rise in the Swedish ranks. 

MODO, the elite program that cut him from training camp, offered 
Ullmark a reserve spot. Kramfors-Alliansen, his old program, was 15 
minutes away from home. Now he had to drive almost an hour north to 
Örnsköldsvik, change schools, and make new friends. 

“We had guys coming from Stockholm, Malmö, guys from all over the 
place that I had never met before,” Ullmark recalled. “They had a head 
start, coming in early. The school part was tough. We had a different type 
of plan. I was studying the same things, but we were doing different 

things. What I learned at my old school I couldn’t apply to my new one. I 
was two, three months behind.” 

Physics and chemistry were difficult. But not as arduous as the on-ice 
lessons. MODO’s juniors practiced harder and more intensely, with better 
players. Between Kramfors (.820 save percentage), MODO’s J18 Elit 
(.893), and Allsvenskan clubs (.894), his numbers were the worst of his 
career. 

“I wasn’t in good shape at that point, never was in my younger days,” 
Ullmark said. “I had to work on everything, and at the same time work on 
me as a person.” 

He credited MODO goalie coaches Magnus Helin and Maciej Szwoch — 
who Ullmark said are like his “fathers-in-law” — for having faith and 
bringing him along in his three seasons with the program. They also had 
help from a visiting North American goaltending guru. 

Ian Clark, who had spent 2002-10 with the Canucks, arrived to help 
MODO’s goalies in 2010-11, when ex-Canucks star Markus Näslund 
became MODO’s GM. 

Clark, who has tutored two-time Vezina Trophy winner Sergei Bobrovsky 
in Columbus and Hall of Famer Roberto Luongo in Vancouver, taught 
Ullmark that there was “a completely different depth to goaltending than 
just stopping pucks, which I found fascinating,” Ullmark said. “It sparked 
a curiosity in me to find who I am as a goaltender and how good I can 
be.” 

Clark, who rejoined Vancouver in 2019, was not made available for an 
interview, but former Bruin Andrew Raycroft said Clark made an 
impression on all his charges. 

“He’s very good at recognizing a goalie’s weakness and making it better,” 
said Raycroft, who had Clark as a coach in Vancouver (2009-10). “For a 
17-year-old to have a guy like that pick your game apart, you’re going to 
get better if you’re willing to take the criticism. I’m sure it was immense.” 

ETC. 

Hall of Famers speak from the heart 

The 2022 NHL player inductees into the Hockey Hall of Fame — Daniel 
and Henrik Sedin, Daniel Alfredsson, and Roberto Luongo — was one of 
the more comedic groups in years, and not just because the broadcast 
replayed skits Luongo used to perform on TSN. 

While Luongo’s from-the-heart speech wasn’t filled with jokes, the Sedin 
twins stole the show. Daniel noted that his selection to speak before his 
brother was “just like draft day,” in Boston in 1999. 

“In my mind,” Daniel said, “you’re a better hockey player than me, a 
better person than me, and I’m saying this sincerely, but also knowing 
that you will stand up here in about 10 minutes.” 

Henrik went second, so there was no chance for a rebuttal. He opened 
by mentioning he made it to the ceremony despite a recent battle with 
COVID. 

“As our coaches always said,” he began, “Henrik at 70 percent is a lot 
better than Daniel at 100.” 

“So, with Daniel I was barely a 20-goal scorer. Without him I would have 
been a career 45-goal scorer.” - Henrik Sedin, ending his #HHOF speech 
with a nod at Daniel. pic.twitter.com/UvMCp12IPN 

— JayOnSC (@JayOnSC) November 15, 2022 

He closed with a mike-drop argument: 

“To end the debate [on] who the better player was,” he said, “I missed 30 
games in my career and Danny’s production was not the same. In 2010, 
Danny missed 20 games because of a concussion and I had 11 goals 
and nine assists. So with Daniel, I was barely a 20-goal scorer, without 
him I would’ve been a career 45-goal scorer.” 

Alfredsson took a moment to discuss an important issue. 
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“The pressures of hockey for some can become unbearable,” Alfredsson 
said. “Mental health issues are a reality of our game. We’re long overdue 
to finally erase the stigma around mental health. I hope that every player, 
coach, or manager who spots the signs of someone struggling, will reach 
out and help.” 

Lindholm a two-way force for Bruins 

Hampus Lindholm’s Norris Trophy-caliber start, which had him tied for 
fourth in scoring by defensemen (4-14—18) entering the weekend, has 
an East Coast audience marveling at his talents. 

Lindholm’s time on ice (24:21, 15th in the league) has included dozens of 
keep-ins at the blue line. Coupled with his reach and skating range, the 
6-foot-4-inch Lindholm’s ability to stop airborne passes and clearing 
attempts is elite. 

“Nothing more frustrating as a forward when you make the right play and 
he bats it down,” Nick Foligno said. “When you know a guy can bat a 
puck out of the air as you’re trying to pass through him, you sometimes 
think twice. Then that play breaks down. Just that deterrent alone is what 
makes him so good. They try it, and the puck’s going the other way.” 

Lindholm said his hand-eye coordination did not come solely from stick-
on-puck training. His advice: play racquet sports. 

“I have a hockey camp in Sweden and I tell kids all the time: it’s just good 
to do different sports,” he said. “You develop so much. I love playing 
Ping-Pong. You work on it that way and it comes natural.” 

Worcester making a mark in ECHL 

While the Bruins (15-2-0) were leading the NHL and their farm club in 
Providence was best in the AHL (10-1-1 entering the weekend), another 
local team also was dominating. 

The Worcester Railers, affiliate of the Islanders, set an ECHL record by 
opening 9-0-0. 

“We give them a few tools here and there, but mostly we just let them 
enjoy playing the game,” said Worcester coach Jordan Lavallee-
Smotherman, of Westborough. “Getting sent here, or starting out in the 
ECHL, can be difficult mentally for a lot of guys. If our guys are coming to 
the rink every day, just focusing on their job, they’re going to be 
successful.” 

Lavallee-Smotherman, 36, whose 16-year pro career included four 
games with the Atlanta Thrashers and a season with Providence (2010-
11), was captain of the Railers last year (30-22—52 in 61 games). His 
final season was chaotic, as the league dealt with COVID. 

“We pulled five guys off of their Wall Street jobs to play a game in 
Reading, because we didn’t have enough guys to start the game’” he 
said. “We pulled Bobby Butler [of Marlborough] out of retirement, and he 
enjoyed it so much he’s back with us this year. We had upwards of 75 to 
80 different guys who wore a Railers jersey last year.” 

In a normal ECHL season, some 50 players might wear a team’s jersey. 
Systems must be taught with elevator-pitch speed. All those extra bodies 
made it tougher. 

“You’re on the defensive the entire time,” Lavallee-Smotherman said. 
“You’re just waiting for the next call-up to take somebody from you, the 
next guy to test positive. It was insane, the revolving room. I’d walk into 
the locker room every day and look next to me and say, ‘Who is this 
guy?’ " 

The first-year coach said he won’t go (”Slap Shot” character) Reggie 
Dunlop on his club. He has ambitions to make it in coaching, even 
though his ex-teammates set the over-under on Nov. 15 for him to come 
out of retirement. 

“I took the under, myself,” Lavallee-Smotherman said. “I’m really enjoying 
being behind the bench. My body is very much enjoying getting up in the 
morning and not being filled with bruises and aches and pains.” 

Loose pucks 

Highly disappointing decision from the NHL and NHLPA to push back the 
proposed 2024 World Cup of Hockey. It’s tough to imagine it happening 
in 2025, unless the Russia situation magically resolves itself. The next 
time we see true best-on-best competition might be the 2026 Olympics in 
Milan. We’re in a golden age of skill, with the first post-lockout generation 
(Sidney Crosby, Alex Ovechkin, Patrice Bergeron) still able to compete 
with the new generation of superstars (Connor McDavid, Auston 
Matthews, David Pastrnak). The last time we had all the world’s best 
players donning their country’s crests was Sochi 2014. Or, as Foligno put 
it: “The fact that Connor McDavid has never played in the Olympics is 
insane.” . . . Henrik Sedin assisted on 280 of Daniel Sedin’s 393 goals 
(71.3 percent). Daniel assisted on 148 of Henrik’s 240 goals (61.7 
percent). Truly a unique pair . . . Actor Ryan Reynolds continues to show 
his interest in being part of a new Senators ownership group. Reynolds, 
treasured by his fellow Canadians, could become the most beloved 
owner in hockey . . . Loui Eriksson signed with Frölunda HC of the 
Swedish Hockey League. Eriksson, best remembered here as the 
primary return in the Tyler Seguin trade with Dallas, played 1,050 games 
in the NHL. He spent last season with Arizona . . . Not saying you, dear 
reader, would do this, but it’s shortsighted to dock any player Hall of 
Fame voting points because they lack a Stanley Cup. The NHL 
expanded to 30 teams in 2000. The odds of a great player never winning 
a ring have never been greater, without even considering that four teams 
(the Penguins, Blackhawks, Kings, and Lightning) have combined to win 
10 of the last 14 titles. 
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B’s dominate Chicago, 6-1, tie NHL record for most home wins to start 
season 

 

Steve Conroy 

20/11/2022 

 

The Bruins did not play a perfect game on Saturday. If they did, the B’s 
might have scored 15 goals against the rebuilding/tanking Chicago 
Blackhawks. But that might be the only nit to pick in the B’s dizzying 
performance in their 6-1 victory at the Garden. 

So, they did not connect on everything, but the B’s fired more than 
enough pucks behind a beleaguered Petr Mrazek to capture their 11th 
victory in as many tries at the Garden, tying an NHL record. 

Jeremy Swayman returned to action after nearly three weeks off and 
recorded the rocking chair victory. 

“I had the best seat in the house,” said Swayman. “It’s special. Some of 
the passes being made, the guys having confidence making moves that 
some guys would only do in practice and these guys are doing it like it’s 
nothing. It’s a special team to be a part of and a fun team to be a part of.” 

The B’s, who held a 43-18 shot advantage, equaled the 1963-64 
Blackhawks (these Hawks are nothing like those Hawks) and last 
season’s Florida Panthers for the most home wins without a loss to start 
a season. If they want to set a new mark, it’s a good bet they’ll face a 
stiffer test. After two games in Florida on Monday (the Lightning) and 
Wednesday (the Panthers), the B’s can set the record when they face the 
Carolina Hurricanes, the team that ended their season last year, in the 
traditional Black Friday game later this week. 

David Pastrnak led the B’s with a pair of goals (10, 11), Charlie McAvoy 
notched four assists and Brad Marchand added three helpers in a game 
that was not in doubt from the opening minutes, even though the B’s 
didn’t pull away until late in the second. Eleven different skaters notched 
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at least a point as the B’s improved their record to 16-2, with a stunning 
plus-38 goal differential. 

While David Krejci took a big step forward in the B’s previous game, this 
was McAvoy’s turn took look like his old self. Seemingly taking coach Jim 
Montgomery’s new go-go style out for his first real test drive, McAvoy 
was all over the offensive zone. 

“A couple of fun shifts,” said McAvoy, who missed the first month of the 
season following shoulder surgery. “Just trying to make some stuff 
happen, feeling confident with the puck, legs feel good, brain feels good. 
I’m trying to move quick and use my first reads. It’s certainly easy when 
you’re playing with guys with this much skill. Up and down the lineup, 
we’ve got a lot of special players and I’m just trying to let my instincts 
take over and be in positions where I can help guys.” 

The Bruins had gotten into the habit in recent games of meandering into 
the first period, but that was not the case on Saturday. The played on 
their toes from the drop of the puck and steamrolled their opponent, 
outshooting the Blackhawks 15-3 – and that count was not even 
indicative of how much the B’s over-matched Chicago. 

But the B’s could manage only one measly goal, a power-play tally from 
Pastrnak. After Marchand drew the first penalty of the game, he gathered 
a bouncing puck on the left wing and wired a pass to Pastrnak on the 
right side for the 1-0 lead at 4:53. 

The B’s had to kill off a good chunk of a penalty to start the second 
period after Connor Clifton took umbrage with a late-ish Colin Blackwell 
hit on Patrice Bergeron late in the first. They did so without much of a 
problem and then went back on the attack. 

They doubled the lead at 4:28 on a Bergeron goal that finished off a 
Sweet Georgia Brown shift, as the captain finally converted a McAvoy 
pass into a half empty net for his ninth goal of the season and 999th 
career point. 

But the B’s couldn’t put it on cruise control just yet. The Blackhawks 
halved the lead at 10:37 after Brandon Carlo was sent off when he dove 
to break up a Hawk attack and ended up in a tripping call. On the man 
advantage, Jonathan Toews tipped a Max Domi blue line shot past 
Swayman and, somehow, the Blackhawks were just one shot away from 
tying the game. That was the Chicago highlight. 

Much like the first period, the B’s stormed the Chicago zone but just 
missed on a handful of chances. But they finally delivered the knockout 
punch with two goals in 1:08 late in the period. 

The B’s pushed it back to a two-goal lead with another power-play goal 
after Toews had to haul down Hall in front of the net. On the advantage, 
Marchand found Jake DeBrusk at the top of the crease for a redirect, 
DeBrusk’s seventh of the season. 

Then, with 42 seconds left in the period, a tic-tac-toe play went from 
McAvoy to A.J. Greer to  Krejci, who stepped into a slapper to whistle it 
past Mrazek. And that was that. 

Pastrnak and Hall added a couple of goals in the third to give the score 
an appropriate blowout feel. 

Now the hard work begins for the B’s. Ten of their next 11 opponents are 
currently inside the playoff structure. There’s not a patsy in sight. 

“It’s unfathomable that we were going to have this start, right?” said 
Montgomery. “So we’re enjoying the ride right now, but we know our 
schedule’s getting really hard. But it’s nice to be part of the record books. 
One thing we wanted to do was stay focused on the present, on the next 
shift, and I thought we did a great job of that.” 
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Bruins notebook: Home cooking helping to keep B’s focused 

 

Steve Conroy 

19/11/2022 

 

When you’re rolling like the Bruins were heading into Saturday’s game 
against the Chicago Blackhawks – winners of 15 of their first 17 games 
— the nightly motivation can become a little more elusive. 

But the B’s did have something at stake going against the ‘Hawks. Sitting 
at 10-0 at home to start the season, they had a chance to tie the record 
held by the 1963-64 Blackhawks and last season’s Florida Panthers for 
most home wins to start a season. 

Whether they were able to attain it or not, those little milestones or 
benchmarks can serve as a tool to keep a team focused, especially one 
that’s on a roll. 

“It is an opportunity to motivate, in the sense that here’s an opportunity to 
tie a record that’s part of the history of the NHL, right?” said coach Jim 
Montgomery after the team’s optional morning skate Saturday. “And 
because of that, we don’t worry about tying the record, but what it does is 
if you put yourself in the playoffs, you’ve got to win a game when you’re 
3-2. You don’t get focused on the result, you really start to immerse 
yourself in the process. And the process, if it’s really good, allows us to 
stay in the moment. And a lot of times, when you’re losing a lot or you’re 
winning a lot, you lose the staying-in-the-moment (component) and you 
think about the past occurring in the future. And both create anxiety. So 
we’re trying to focus and stay in the moment and this is an opportunity 
that provides us that.” 

Hampus Lindholm echoed some of what Montgomery said. 

“I don’t think this group cares a whole lot about (the record), it’s more 
about the process and getting better in here,” said the defenseman. 
“Obviously, it would be something that would be fun to accomplish. But it 
would be one of those things along the way that would be like a little tip 
of the cap, but we just want to focus on getting better and improving 
every because it’s going to be a long year. I think that’s what’s fun about 
this group, that’s the main focus and those (records) come along when 
you have that mindset.” 

In today’s NHL, every rink is the standardized 200×85, as opposed to the 
old days when some arenas, most notably the old Boston, had certain 
quirks in their design. So to get a real home ice advantage, teams are 
reliant mostly on the people who buy the tickets. 

“It’s the atmosphere in certain buildings, and we’re one of the buildings 
that has it,” said Montgomery. “I think our fanatical fans give us an extra 
edge. The only thing I wish is that they played that song ‘Shipping Up to 
Boston’ in the first or the second (period) instead of in the last six 
minutes. Guess I should talk to game ops.” 

Lindholm would come in here once a year as an Anaheim Duck and he 
can attest that it’s not an easy building to play in. 

“It’s always been known about coming to Boston when I (was with 
Anaheim). It hasn’t been a place where you come for two free points. 
You’ve had to battle for that, and we want to keep harping on that for 
sure,” said Lindholm. 

Norris candidate 

Lindholm, meanwhile, entered Saturday’s game in the thick of the Norris 
Trophy race. He was leading the league in plus/minus at plus-20 and was 
fourth in scoring (4-14-18 totals in 17 games), trailing only Erik Karlsson, 
Adam Fox and Rasmus Dahlin. 

The 28-year-old Swede is already more than halfway to his career high in 
points, which he accomplished in his second season in Anaheim with 7-
27-34 totals. 
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He feels that his jump in points is due to a number things. The go-go 
style under Montgomery, where the defensemen are more free to make 
their own reads and jump into the play in the offensive zone, is a big part 
of it. He also felt his game on the upswing in Anaheim when the franchise 
was trending toward a rebuild. 

“The last two years, I’d been feeling good about my game but maybe the 
team was going in a different direction with guys getting older and leaving 
the team,” said Lindholm. “It’s like anything in life. It might look like (a big 
jump) now but you’ve been working hard for it.” 

Swayman gets nod 

Montgomery decided to give the sizzling hot Linus Ullmark the night off 
and get Jeremy Swayman back in action after his knee injury that had 
kept him out almost three weeks. But long gone are the days when goalie 
decisions fall completely on the head coach. Montgomery not only leans 
heavily on goalie coach Bob Essensa, but the training staff will also have 
input. 

“We consult the training staff all the time,” said Montgomery. “One thing I 
can say is the communication here, if you’re looking at a pyramid, the 
communication at every level is incredible from the top down. It’s a well-
oiled machine. There’s no loops in the communication.” 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins Eleven; Patrick Kane, NHL Trade Rumors 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

20/11/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins are making TD Garden the most-feared arena in the 
NHL. 

That and much more in the latest Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

As I stated below, right now, TD Garden has to be the toughest arena for 
a visitor to win in. The Boston Bruins tied an NHL record by winning their 
11th straight win (6-1 over the Chicago Blackhawks), to start the season 
on home ice. The players are protecting the house on the ice, but so are 
the fans in the stands. 

Could one of those Blackhawks players the Boston Bruins embarrassed 
on the ice Saturday become a Bruin by the 2023 NHL trade deadline? 
Future hall of famer Patrick Kane is about to become a hot commodity on 
the NHL trade market and the Bruins are expected to be trade suitors for 
him. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: New York Islanders center Mathew Barzal got off the schneid by 
scoring his first two goals of the season Saturday night in Dallas but the 
Islanders lost to the Stars 5-2. 

PGH: The Pittsburgh Penguins played one of their best defensive games 
of the season in a 3-0 win over the Winnipeg Jets Saturday night. 

PHI: After losing 4-1 to the Boston Bruins on Thursday night in Boston, 
the banged up Philadelphia Flyers put up a valiant effort in Montreal 
Saturday but ultimately fell 5-4 in a shootout. 

WSH: Prior to their 4-0 loss to the Colorado Avalanche, Washington 
Capitals goalie Darcy Kuemper and winger Nicolas Aube-Kubel got to 
relive their Stanley Cup victory, as they both received their rings on 
Saturday when the Avalanche arrived in Washington D.C. 

FLA: The Florida Panthers donned their Reverse Retro jerseys for the 
first time but fell to two old friends and the Calgary Flames 5-4 in a 
shootout. 

DET: The offense is clicking for the Detroit Red Wings who have 13 
goals in their last two games after beating the Columbus Blue Jackets 6-
1 on Saturday night. 

COL: The goaltending for the Colorado Avalanche continues to be 
brilliant. 

Canada Hockey Now 

MTL: Rookie Montreal Canadiens defenseman Arber Xhekaj appears to 
have taken his first loss in a fight. 

CGY: It was a triumphant return to Florida for Calgary Flames winger 
Jonathan Huberdeau and defenseman MacKenzie Weegar Saturday. 

NHL 

The Winnipeg Jets look like they will be without forward Nikolaj Ehlers for 
awhile. Could they come knocking for Boston Bruins winger Craig Smith 
on the NHL trade market soon? 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Talking Points: Bruins Fans Take A Bow! Bruins Beat Blackhawks 6-1 

 

Jimmy Murphy 
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BOSTON – The Boston Bruins got a record-tying win on TD Garden ice 
thrashing the Chicago Blackhawks 6-1. 

GOLD STAR: The Boston Bruins tied an NHL record of 11-straight wins 
at home to start a season Saturday night, and while the players deserve 
a ton of credit for this record-tying home win streak, so do the Bruins fans 
that have packed TD Garden for so many years. Once the perfect 
example of the cookie-cutter arenas that rose up in the mid to late 
nineties, the former FleetCenter has become one of the toughest places 
to come into and skate away with a win. Bruins fans are one of the main 
reasons why. 

BLACK EYE: Everyone knows this is a rebuilding year for the Chicago 
Blackhawks but that doesn’t mean they should just rollover in games. 
With the exception of goalie Petr Mrazek, the Blackhawks’ effort in the 
first two periods was absolutely pathetic. The Bruins out-shot the 
Blackhawks 30-9 in the first two periods and Mrazek was under siege like 
Denis Lemieux in Slapshot as his teammates left him out to dry. 

Earlier on Saturday, I reported what an NHL executive opined to me 
Friday night, that the Boston Bruins would be a good fit for Patrick Kane if 
and when the future hall of famer, and impending UFA, is traded this 
season. If that’s Kane’s idea of leadership, letting his ship sink because 
he doesn’t want to be there anymore, then the Bruins shouldn’t want him 
on their team. 
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TURNING POINT: Boston Bruins winger Jake DeBrusk and center David 
Krejci scored 1:08 apart in the final two minutes of the second period to 
bust the game open and send the Garden crowd into a frenzy heading 
into the second intermission. 

DAVID KREJCI WITH AN ABSOLUTE BOMB WHAT A RIDICULOUS 
SHIFT FROM THE BRUINS & WHAT A TOUCH PASS BY AJ GREER 
pic.twitter.com/OKtOdXBkoh 

— Spoked Z (@SpokedZ) November 20, 2022 

HONORABLE MENTION: I actually felt like Boston Bruins winger Brad 
Marchand was due to light the lamp a couple of times, especially against 
a team like the Blackhawks, but instead he decided he was in a dishing 
mood and walked away with three helpers. What was equally as 
impressive was how much Marchand was creating out there. His tenacity 
opened up space for his teammates and the pest in him was getting 
under the collective skin of the Blackhawks. 

just an incredible pass by Brad Marchand to DeBrusk for the powerplay 
goal. 3-1 #nhlbruins pic.twitter.com/VdOb34Fhxt 

— Spoked Z (@SpokedZ) November 20, 2022 

Charlie McAvoy (four assists), Patrice Bergeron (goal, assist), and David 
Pastrnak (two goals), deserve mention. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 11 – The Boston Bruins tied the Florida Panthers 
(2021-22), and the Chicago Blackhawks (1963-64), for the NHL record of 
11-straight wins at home to start a season. Wow! 

Extra number: 999 – With a goal and an assist, Boston Bruins captain 
Patrice Bergeron now has 999 and could reach the 1000-point milestone 
on Monday against the Lightning in Tampa Bay. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “It’s nice; and that’s something that you want, and 
you want to continue to have, but again, we don’t want to look too far 
ahead, taking it one game at a time now; we have a big road trip (at 
Tampa Bay and Florida), we’re happy, we’re not satisfied.” – Boston 
Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron on NESN postgame. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Game 18: Boston Bruins Vs. Chicago Blackhawks Lines, Preview 

 

Joe Haggerty 

19/11/2022 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (15-2-0, 30 pts) vs Chicago Blackhawks (6-7-3, 15 pts) 

TIME: 7 P.M. ET, 

TV: NESN, NBCS CHI 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

The Boston Bruins are off to one of the best starts in NHL history with 15 
wins in 17 games, and are a perfect 10-0-0 on TD Garden ice to start this 
season. The opening couple of months have practically everybody 
singing “Everything Is Awesome” from the Lego Movie, but the veteran 
group of Bruins players are trying to keep things in perspective. 

“I wouldn’t get carried away. Obviously, we have a great start, but it’s a 
long season. It’s a really long season and we’re going to hit some rough 
patches. “That’s just the way it is,” said Boston center David Krejci, who 
is on pace for a very Krejci-like 20 goals and 53 points this season with 
four goals and 11 points in 17 games to start the year. “But for right now 
we’re rolling, so we’re trying to get as many wins as we can. We’re not 
really focusing too much ahead.” 

Some Saturday morning stats. pic.twitter.com/0jm1AyO2IA 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) November 19, 2022 

Instead the Boston Bruins are focusing on the process and keeping good 
habits while the winning continues, but there certainly could be a danger 
of the B’s looking ahead of a so-so Blackhawks team with a big road trip 
through Florida and the Tampa Bay Lightning and Florida Panthers 
facing them next week. 

“They’re playing with good spirit and a lot of energy,” said Boston Bruins 
head coach Jim Montgomery. “It tells you that the group is invigorated 
and is playing the right way.” 

That will be the challenge on Saturday as they drop the puck against a 
non-conference foe in Chicago that hasn’t exactly been playoff-worthy 
over the last few seasons while they rebuild from the very foundations of 
their past Stanley Cup teams. 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins will be looking to extend their best home open to the 
season with an 11th straight win at TD Garden and be looking to win their 
sixth game in a row. The B’s are just the fifth team in NHL history to win 
their first 10 games of the season on home ice. 

–The expectation is that Jeremy Swayman is going to get the start for the 
Boston Bruins after Linus Ullmark led the Boston Bruins to another 
victory on Thursday night against the Flyers. Swayman hasn’t had any 
game action since leaving the Nov. 1 win over the Penguins with a knee 
injury after slamming his leg into the post. 

-Boston Bruins winger Jake DeBrusk will be moved back to the right wing 
skating with Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand while David Pastrnak 
will slide down to the second line with David Krejci and Taylor Hall. 

-Defenseman Derek Forbort remains week to week after surgery on a 
broken middle finger, but he has resumed skating on his own ahead of 
Bruins practices. 

Chicago Blackhawks Notes 

-Petr Mrazek is expected to get the start for the Chicago Blackhawks. 
The veteran netminder is 1-2-1 with a 3.16 goals against average and 
.897 save percentage this season. 

-The Blackhawks got two goals from Andreas Athansiou, but that was all 
the offense they could muster in a 5-2 loss to the St. Louis Blues on 
Wednesday evening. They should be well-rested at this point entering 
Saturday’s game against the Black and Gold. 

-Max Domi has four points in his last four games for Chicago and is 
heating up while centering a top Blackhawks line with Patrick Kane on it. 
Kane, incidentally, is beginning to hear his name crop up in rumors with 
the Boston Bruins among other teams as it seems clear he is going to be 
trade bait for a rebuilding franchise. 

–The Blackhawks have killed off 11 straight penalties while going against 
a Boston Bruins power play that scored a pair of third period goals to 
help pull away from the Flyers in Thursday night’s win at the Garden. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 
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Forwards 

Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall-David Krejci-David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic-Charlie Coyle-Pavel Zacha 

Nick Foligno-Tomas Nosek-A.J. Greer 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk-Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm-Connor Clifton 

Anton Stralman-Brandon Carlo 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman 

Linus Ullmark 

Chicago Blackhawks Lineup: 

Forwards 

Andreas Athanasiou-Max Domi-Patrick Kane 

Phillipp Kurashev-Jonathan Toews-Taylor Raddysh 

Mackenzie Entwistle-Jason Dickinson-Sam Lafferty 

Colin Blackwell-Jujhar Khaira-Reese Johnson 

Defense 

Jared Tinordi-Connor Murphy 

Jack Johnson-Jake McCabe 

Filip Roos-Ian Mitchell 

Goalies 

Petr Mrazek 
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Bruins’ Charlie McAvoy earns 4 assists in 6-1 rout of Blackhawks 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

20/11/2022 

 

BOSTON — Charlie McAvoy is 13 games and an entire preseason 
behind his teammates. It would stand to reason, then, that the do-it-all 
defenseman is still finding his way as he puts all the pieces back together 
following offseason shoulder surgery. 

On Saturday, McAvoy looked fully constructed. 

The defenseman recorded four assists in the Bruins’ 6-1 thumping of the 
Blackhawks. He was a whirling dervish in the offensive zone, a pitch-
perfect blend of feet and eyes and hands. 

“He’s got the rust off and he’s starting to play on his toes,” said coach Jim 
Montgomery. “He’s just using his God-given ability to make things 
happen. He can skate right by forwards. He had the poise where he’d 
look, whether he’s looking at (partner Matt Grzelcyk) or he’s looking in 
the slot and, boom, he’s down the wall and making things happen. It was 
nice to see. We knew it was just a matter of time.” 

It may not have been the best occasion to judge McAvoy (six shots in 
20:52 of ice time) back for good. The 16-2-0 Bruins are built to win. The 
Blackhawks (6-8-3), who are playing above expectations, are designed to 
lose. Even a 43-18 shot margin in the Bruins’ favor did not tell an 
accurate story of how one-sided the game turned out to be. 

But even a credible opponent would have had trouble dulling McAvoy’s 
pace. The 24-year-old was everywhere while he stitched together his 
physical gifts with his processing power. 

Consider the seam pass he completed to Patrice Bergeron in the second 
period. McAvoy started the sequence by going down the right-side wall 
and setting up Bergeron for a slot one-timer. It didn’t work. 

But the play extended because of McAvoy’s positioning and rapid 
thinking. It wasn’t just a case of McAvoy, in other words, overpowering 
the chase-mode Blackhawks. He spotted the passing lane. By threading 
the puck onto Bergeron’s stick, McAvoy gave Petr Mrazek no chance to 
get in front of the shot. 

“Couple fun shifts,” said McAvoy. “Just trying to make some stuff happen. 
Feeling confident with the puck. Legs feel good. Brain feels good. Trying 
to move quick and use my first reads. It’s certainly playing with guys with 
this much skill. Up and down our lineup, we’ve got a lot of really special 
players. Just trying to let my instincts take over and be in position where I 
can help guys.” 

Later in the second, McAvoy created another seam, this time to A.J. 
Greer. After Greer dropped a pass for David Krejci, the center one-timed 
a heater past Mrazek. When McAvoy is rocking and rolling, seam 
creation comes naturally. He skates so well and freely around the 
offensive zone that lanes cannot help but open. 

At full strength, McAvoy’s skill set should align neatly with Montgomery’s 
go-go system. McAvoy has the skating and the confidence to attack 
regularly, perhaps more so than any of his other blueline mates. With 
more time, this should come even easier for McAvoy to master. 

“You’ve got to be a part of it, certainly in transition and breaking out of 
our zone first and foremost,” McAvoy said. “But then in the O-zone, trying 
to get to the middle, trying to be available. Just bringing the confidence in 
guys to make plays and believe that you can make plays. Because we’ve 
got a lot of guys in here that can do it.” 

It may have been a coincidence that McAvoy exploded on the first night 
of the year he wore an “A” on his jersey. The handover of the second 
alternate captaincy from David Pastrnak to McAvoy was by design. The 
defenseman will wear it for the upcoming road trip, and perhaps beyond. 
Pastrnak wore the “A” well for the first 18 games. 

“I had heard how wonderful a teammate he is through discussions you 
hear when you’re in the league,” Montgomery said. “I had the fortune of 
being with Torey Krug in St. Louis. But the one thing that was apparent to 
me right away when I got here was sitting down with the staff. (Assistant 
coach Chris Kelly) said he thought Pasta was the most connected to 
everybody in the locker room to speak about his leadership. Whether it’s 
young guys or old guys, I guess he has a bond with everybody.” 

McAvoy shares some of that with Pastrnak. Like the right wing, McAvoy 
is an outgoing and popular teammate. Like Pastrnak, McAvoy is a 
superstar too. 

Home dominance 

The Bruins are now 11-0-0 at home, tying an NHL record for best start. 
They joined the 1963-64 Blackhawks and the 2021-22 Panthers. 

The Bruins can set the standard if they beat the Hurricanes at TD Garden 
on Nov. 25. 

“It’s been great,” Bergeron said. “We’re trying to focus on what brings us 
the success we’re having right now, being in the moment. It’s a special 
group. We have to be thankful for that. That being said, everyone’s 
enjoying themselves.” 
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Jeremy Swayman back in 

Jeremy Swayman made his first appearance since injuring his left knee 
on Nov. 1. Swayman only had to make 17 saves against the 
overmatched Blackhawks. In the third period, Montgomery reunited Pavel 
Zacha on the all-Czech line with Krejci and Pastrnak. Taylor Hall, 
formerly the No. 2 left wing, finished the night with Charlie Coyle and 
Trent Frederic on the third line. 
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NHL future WATCH: Who’s the hottest player in each team’s prospect 
pipeline? 

 

Scott Powers, Scott Wheeler, Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey 
Masisak, Marc Antoine Godin, Michael Russo, Jonas Siegel, Charlie 
O'Connor, Jeremy Rutherford, Kevin Kurz, Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, 
Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric Stephens, Matthew Fairburn, Tarik 
El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Hailey Salvian, Jesse Granger, Rob 
Rossi, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille, Peter Baugh, Joe Rexrode, 
Thomas Drance, Ian Mendes, Julian McKenzie, Cory Lavalette 

23-29 minutes 19/11/2022 

 

It’s what every NHL organization wants to see in its prospect pipeline: the 
player who takes the next step — or two or three — and shows that he’s 
ready for more responsibility and/or a look at a higher level. And with a 
month-plus gone in the 2022-23 hockey season, these rising-stock 
prospects have started to emerge. 

Who’s the hottest for each team? 

The Athletic posed that question to its NHL staff, stipulating that while 
very recent call-ups are eligible, the prospects should not be current full-
time NHLers. 

In response, we heard about top picks ready to make the leap, hidden 
gems earning bigger opportunities and players on the precipice of 
making an NHL impact. Here are the picks. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Pavel Mintyukov: Mintyukov, who turns 19 next week, is no diamond in 
the rough, as the 10th pick from the 2022 draft. But the dynamic 
defenseman is rolling, leading all OHL blueliners in scoring (10 goals, 28 
points) while powering the Saginaw Spirit to a strong start. Honorable 
mention goes to goalie Lukas Dostal, who is keeping the AHL’s San 
Diego Gulls afloat with a .918 save percentage and recently captured a 
league player of the week nod. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Artyom Duda: We rarely see 18-year-old defensemen play regularly in 
the KHL — and even less often for a team that attracts the kind of talent 
that CSKA does — and Duda, a second-round pick in 2022, has 
impressed, effectively influencing play at both ends. In doing so, he has 
leapfrogged older, also-drafted prospects like the Blue Jackets’ Nikolai 
Makarov on the organizational depth chart. Had the Russians been 
allowed to play in this year’s world juniors, he likely would have made the 
team. — Scott Wheeler 

Boston Bruins 

Fabian Lysell: The 2021 first-round pick has acclimated well to his first 
season of North American pro hockey. The 19-year-old right wing had 
four goals and 11 points in 12 games, third-most for Providence. He is 
still adjusting to the AHL’s physicality, but he is applying his speed, skill 
and willingness to go to danger areas to create offense. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Lukas Rousek: The Sabres’ have one of the best prospect pools in 
hockey, and top players like Matt Savoie and Devon Levi are off to strong 
starts. Recent first-round picks Isak Rosen and Jiri Kulich are acclimating 
well to the AHL, too. Kulich leads the Americans in shots on goal by 10 
as an 18-year-old. But Rousek is the biggest riser. A 2019 sixth-round 
pick, he spent most of last season recovering from a torn ACL. Now 23, 
he has 11 points in Rochester’s first 13 games. His playmaking and net-
front presence could help him get a call to Buffalo this season. — 
Matthew Fairburn 

The Sabres are back-to-back top dogs in @coreypronman's pipeline 
rankings. 

Calgary Flames 

Connor Zary: Zary had a bumpy start to his professional career in 2021-
22 due to injury and performance, but it was clear he was a better player 
and prospect than he showed last season. He’s been much improved in 
2022-23, with seven goals and 14 points in 13 games, which was tied for 
second on the AHL Wranglers in scoring and already better than half his 
totals from 53 games last season (13 goals and 25 points). Zary proving 
to be a legitimate NHL center option will be great for the organization, for 
obvious reasons. — Hailey Salvian and Julian McKenzie 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Scott Morrow: The defenseman, a 2021 second-round pick by the 
Hurricanes, and his team at UMass got off to a hot start this season, but 
both have cooled considerably since Hockey East play opened. After a 5-
0-1 start that included a two-game sweep of then-No. 1 Denver — with 
Morrow scoring in both wins — UMass is 6-5-1. Morrow’s overall 
numbers are still very good, with four goals and 11 points in the 12 
games, but he has only three points (all assists) during the current 1-5-0 
run. Still, his arrow is pointed up. He will likely turn pro after this season 
and will surely draw comparisons to Cale Makar — another right-handed 
Minutemen defenseman — when he does. It’s unlikely his (or anyone’s) 
ceiling is that high, but he will be highly anticipated in Raleigh as soon as 
his college career is over. Alexander Nikishin is another to consider here, 
emerging as one of the best defensemen in the KHL at just 21 years old, 
though his KHL contract does run through 2025. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Kevin Korchinski: The Blackhawks need the No. 7 pick from the 2022 
draft to develop into a star defenseman for their rebuild to work, and so 
far, he’s living up to the hype this season with the Seattle Thunderbirds. 
He leads all WHL defensemen with 1.5 points per game — three goals 
and 21 assists in 14 games. By all accounts, his overall game is 
improving, too. It’s early, but the Blackhawks have to like where his 
development is at. — Scott Powers 

Kevin Korchinski is the Blackhawks’ most important prospect. He was 
acquired for Alex DeBrincat. He was drafted 7th overall. He was added at 
a position that was already packed. 

Colorado Avalanche 

Jean Luc-Foudy: Most of Colorado’s would-be top prospects are either 
already full-time NHL players (Bowen Byram and Alex Newhook) or were 
traded to bolster the current roster (Justin Barron to Montreal and Drew 
Helleson to Anaheim, for example). Forward Jean-Luc Foudy, though, is 
off to a strong start with the Colorado Eagles. The 2020 third-round pick 
is an elite skater, and he has found more scoring touch in his third pro 
season. He has 12 points in 15 games, which is a far better rate than the 
26 points he had in 65 games last year. At only 20 years old, he’s an 
encouraging part of Colorado’s system. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

David Jiricek: The Blue Jackets have invested heavily in their blue line, 
spending three first-round picks on defensemen in the last three drafts. 
Jiricek, selected last summer at No. 6, immediately became the top 
prospect. After a very good first NHL training camp, the 18-year-old was 
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sent to AHL Cleveland, where he has played heavy minutes in all 
scenarios and has two goals and seven points in eight games. He had a 
brief taste of the NHL in late October, but it’s pretty clear the organization 
wants him to learn and grow for as long as possible in the AHL. He’ll 
almost certainly be a regular in Columbus next season. — Aaron 
Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Thomas Harley: The criteria for these picks eliminate Wyatt Johnston 
(who’s spent all season in the NHL), Matej Blumel (recent weeks in the 
NHL) and Logan Stankoven (top overall prospect, but not “rising”). There 
is a good case, though, that Harley is the hottest prospect for the Stars, 
especially relative to his standing after training camp. Harley struggled in 
camp and took a few games to adjust in the AHL to start the season, but 
since then he has shown great improvements in the areas the Stars 
outlined for him. Improving his defensive game has been an emphasis, 
and he’s making strides there, earning the trust of his coaches and the 
Stars’ front office. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Carter Mazur: A 2021 third-round pick, Mazur was one of the biggest 
surprises in the Red Wings’ farm system last season, and he’s taken it to 
another level in 2022-23. Building off a strong showing at the summer 
world juniors, Mazur is on a goal-scoring tear at Denver, where he has an 
NCAA-leading 12 goals in 12 games for the Pioneers. Mazur is a 
multidimensional player who brings a high baseline of competitiveness 
and physicality to the ice, which — combined with the scoring touch he’s 
shown since the draft — makes him a highly intriguing prospect. He looks 
like a future top-nine piece for Detroit. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Michael Kesselring: Kesselring’s stock within the organization has been 
steadily rising since he was drafted in the sixth round, 164th, four years 
ago. He was touted by former Oilers director of player development Scott 
Howson as someone to watch back in March 2020. Fast forward to 2022-
23, and the defenseman had six goals in 13 games, already tripling his 
total in that category from last season. Oilers general manager Ken 
Holland said he’s probably been AHL Bakersfield’s best player and could 
get a recall in the event of an injury. “He’s a (legitimate) prospect,” 
Holland said. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Mackie Samoskevich: The Panthers don’t have much to work with; Corey 
Pronman had them at No. 25 in his prospect rankings, with NHL players 
Anton Lundell and Spencer Knight at the top. Grigori Denisenko, a 
winger in his second North American season, hasn’t produced in the 
AHL. Samoskevich, a first-round pick in his second season at Michigan, 
had 11 goals and 20 points in his first 14 games and was just named a 
Big Ten star of the week. He’s a creative, offensively gifted player who 
seems to be feasting on an expanded role with the Wolverines. — Sean 
Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Kenny Connors: Yes, Brandt Clarke and Quinton Byfield are in the AHL 
… but we’re focusing on prospects who are tearing it up at the moment, 
and that’s Connors. Selected in the fourth round in 2022, the 19-year-old 
forward has jumped right into NCAA play as a freshman at UMass, with 
five goals and 13 points in 12 games. His play for the Minutemen may 
put him in the conversation for Team USA at the world juniors. As a 
runner up, Jordan Spence has 12 assists in 12 games for the Ontario 
Reign as he bides his time in the AHL again while awaiting an opening 
on the Kings’ blue line. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Jesper Wallstedt: After opening his North American pro career with three 
overtime/shootout losses, the 2021 first-round pick earned his first career 
victory with a 37-save effort against the Chicago Wolves two days before 
his 20th birthday. To cap that performance, he scored the first goalie goal 

in Wild organization history. Fresh off winning bronze backstopping 
Sweden at the world juniors in August, Wallstedt has reiterated that he’s 
the Wild’s “Goalie of the Future,” and fans are clamoring to see him fast, 
though general manager Bill Guerin wants to “overbake” him and not risk 
handicapping his development by rushing him to the NHL. — Michael 
Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Owen Beck: It’s funny now to think that the only thing that prevented the 
Mississauga Steelheads center from being a first-round pick in the last 
NHL Draft was a somewhat questionable offensive upside. Beck has 
stormed out of the gate with 14 goals and 23 points in 16 games while 
continuing to play a responsible 200-foot game and being a premier 
faceoff man. Even as an 18-year-old, the Canadiens’ pick at No. 33 last 
June has done enough to be considered for a spot on Canada’s team at 
the upcoming world juniors. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Luke Evangelista: Juuso Parssinen would have been the answer not long 
ago, but now the bruising center is a catalyst for the Preds’ recent 
upswing — three games played, three goals, three Nashville wins. 
Evangelista, a gifted right winger picked in the second round in 2020, 
takes Parssinen’s spot as the hottest prospect (while acknowledging that 
goalie Yaroslav Askarov is the top prospect). The Preds want to make 
sure Evangelista (6-foot, 181 pounds) is ready for the rigors of the NHL 
before considering a call-up, but he looks the part in the AHL right now, 
with four goals and 12 points in 13 games. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Seamus Casey: Casey has stepped right into a crowded blue line at 
Michigan and has had an immediate impact on one of the top-ranked 
teams in the country, driving offense while (maybe more importantly) 
playing within himself at both ends. He has played well enough that he 
may now even be positioned to challenge for one of the final roster spots 
on another crowded blue line: Team USA’s at the world juniors, with its 
three returnees and plenty of other offensively-inclined types. — Scott 
Wheeler 

New York Islanders 

Ruslan Iskhakov: A second-round pick by the Islanders in 2018, Iskhakov 
has exploded out of the gates in AHL Bridgeport with four goals and 14 
points in 13 games, and he was named as the AHL’s Rookie of the 
Month for October. The biggest hurdle for the winger to overcome if he’s 
going to take the next step is his size, as he’s listed at 5-foot-9, 165 
pounds. And, at 22 years old, he may not get much bigger at this point. 
For a team that lacks high-end talent in the system, though, it has to be 
encouraging for the Islanders to see Iskhakov’s strong start. — Kevin 
Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Brennan Othmann: His recent trade from Flint to Peterborough in the 
OHL raised a few eyebrows, but the 2021 first-rounder continues to 
produce — and get the Rangers excited about what the winger could do 
for a cap-strapped lineup that doesn’t have much depth scoring beyond 
its top few wingers. He’s got 12 goals and 27 points through 19 OHL 
games and scored his first with the Petes this week. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Jacob Bernard-Docker: The Senators don’t really have a prospect who is 
on a meteoric rise within the organization right now; most of their blue-
chippers have already graduated to the NHL on a full-time basis. But 
Bernard-Docker has probably been the prospect who has risen the most 
over the past six weeks — an improvement that recently earned him a 
call-up. Will he be good enough to stick full-time? I guess we’ll find out in 
the weeks ahead. But Bernard-Docker has looked calm, steady and 
mobile in his handful of NHL games so far. He was a bubble NHL player 
out of training camp, and the Senators desperately need help on the right 
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side of their blue line, so his progress could not have come at a better 
time. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Cutter Gauthier: Yes, Cutter Gauthier is the Flyers’ best prospect. But 
he’s also the fastest rising in the system, in large part because over the 
past few weeks, he’s started to look like the type of impact scoring center 
that the big club so desperately needs. The Flyers have more than 
enough middle-of-the-lineup prospects and youngsters in their system. If 
they’re going to actually take a step forward in the post-Claude Giroux 
era, they need at least a few stars. Gauthier’s run over his past four 
games at Boston College (four goals, six points) and his legitimately 
dominant play at times raise the hope that the No. 5 pick from the 2022 
draft — who was always viewed as something of a high-risk, high-reward 
prospect — just might be exactly what the Flyers need. — Charlie 
O’Connor 

Cutter's Gauthier's first 4 college games: 2 G, 1 A, 3 P, 7 SOG 

Gauthier's next 4 games: 4 G, 2 A, 6 P, 22 SOG 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Filip Hallander: Hallander got an emergency recall with the Penguins, 
albeit due to injuries, because of his strong start with Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton. He has emerged as one of the team’s most dependable 
two-way forwards, with high-end defensive awareness. He’s the type of 
player a presumed Cup contender loves to develop because he plays a 
winning style of hockey. He’ll look at home in the NHL when the Penguin’ 
cap situation is better; he’d have earned his spot already if not for the 
lack of maneuverability because Pittsburgh is so close to the cap. It’s his 
defense and intangibles that the Penguins’ pro personnel staffers love. — 
Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Cameron Lund: Lund, a second-round pick in the 2022 NHL draft and 
one of the club’s top prospects, is off to a great start as a freshman at 
Northeastern. He has racked up five goals and 12 points in 13 games, 
which is one point fewer than Logan Cooley and three shy of Jimmy 
Snuggerud (both 2022 first-rounders). Lund was not on the United States 
roster for the U18 world championships last season, but The Athletic’s 
Scott Wheeler believes he will make the U.S. squad for the upcoming 
U20 world junior championships as an 18-year-old. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Jani Nyman: All of the Kraken’s four 2022 second-round picks have met 
expectations (Jagger Firkus, David Goyette and Niklas Kokko have all 
played well this season) so far, but Nyman has exceeded them. After 
posting five points and 16 shots in just two games at Finland’s junior level 
with Ilves to start the season, he earned a quick promotion to the top-
rung Liiga and has been the league’s most productive under-19 player. 
He has been a force with Finland’s U20 team in advance of the world 
juniors, too. — Scott Wheeler 

St. Louis Blues 

Nikita Alexandrov: The Blues hit rock bottom with an eight-game losing 
streak in late October and early November, and one of their call-ups to 
get things back on track was Alexandrov. The second-round pick from 
2019 spent two seasons with AHL Springfield, and while he doesn’t have 
the flash of 2021 first-rounder Zach Bolduc, he has put in the work and 
earned the Blues’ trust as a dependable bottom-six forward. He’s been 
compared to former Blues player Tyler Bozak, and it fits him well so far. 
— Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Hugo Alnefelt: Alnefelt’s rookie season in North America in 2021-22 was 
predictably an up-and-down one. There aren’t many 20-year-old 
goaltenders in the AHL, let alone ones that have success. He’s off to a 
strong start to his 21-year-old season, though, so far outplaying the 
veteran Maxime Lagace with the Crunch. Because Brian Elliott’s one of 

the oldest players in the NHL and signed to a one-year deal, if Alnefelt 
could emerge as a backup option behind Andrei Vasilevskiy in the next 
couple of years, that would be huge for the Lightning. — Scott Wheeler 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Keith Petruzzelli: Petruzzelli won his first six starts for the Marlies this 
season, which led to a promotion to the Leafs when they were short on 
goaltenders — with Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov both injured. He 
didn’t end up making an appearance for the NHL squad, but the gigantic 
(6-foot-6) former Red Wings third-round pick is on the radar now. — 
Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Linus Karlsson: Karlsson has been the best player for AHL Abbotsford, 
registering 10 points in 11 games — a strong continuation of his 
performance at training camp and in the preseason. His defensive 
smarts, positioning and play in high-traffic areas all showed clear NHL 
potential in training camp. He looks like a second-half call-up candidate. 
Elias Pettersson is another candidate (no, not *that* Elias Pettersson), a 
Swedish defender who the Canucks selected in the third round of the 
2022 draft. The big, lefty defender plays a black-and-blue style and has 
gotten off to a really strong start to his draft plus-one campaign — over a 
point per game in the J20 league and a regular at the SHL level at 19 
(although he’s averaging fewer than five minutes per game on one of the 
SHL’s top sides). He has been a standout in U20 international 
competition throughout the fall and seems like he could play a major role 
for Sweden at the world juniors. — Harman Dayal and Thomas Drance 

Washington Capitals 

Ivan Miroshnichenko: The Capitals bet big on the 18-year-old Russian, 
drafting him at No. 20 in July despite a Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis 
that scared away other clubs. Earlier this month, he was cleared to 
resume playing, and he’s wasted no time reminding everyone why he 
was considered a top-10 talent prior to his bout with cancer. In six games 
with Omskie Yastreby in Russia’s junior ranks, the 6-foot-1, 185-pounder 
has six goals, two assists and a fighting major. It’s too soon to project 
when he might come to the NHL, but he’s a powerful, goal-scoring right-
shot winger who likes to line up on the left … a lot like his childhood idol 
and future teammate, Alex Ovechkin. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Ville Heinola: Heinola may not have convinced Rick Bowness he’s too 
good for the AHL quite yet, but his seven points in 11 games, combined 
with stellar defensive numbers, have earned him a November call-up. 
Heinola, still just 21 years old, has one more year left on his entry-level 
contract, and the sense is that Winnipeg won’t rush him in place of its 
established veterans. That said, previous coaches have indeed called 
him “too good for the AHL,” and his strong start after a middling Jets 
camp suggests he’s on his way to earning that title all over again. — 
Murat Ates 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs deliver most decisive win of season: 'We're 
finding our groove' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 19, 2022, 11:59 PM 

 

TORONTO — There was a time, not so long ago, that the Toronto Maple 
Leafs would yawn their way into a night like this. 
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That Toronto’s skilled, seasoned group would steal a peek at the 
standings, realize the Buffalo Sabres had lost seven straight, and figure it 
could squeak by with half effort. 

Maybe it was the coaching staff’s pre-game reminder of how their QEW 
rivals had upset the Leafs so often toward the end of 2021-23. 

Or maybe this slow-to-gel edition of Toronto’s roster is finally coming 
together, waking up and taking poor teams as seriously as the 
contenders. 

“We’re looking at them as a dangerous team, and a team that, for 
whatever reason, last year we didn't have a lot of success against,” said 
Mark Giordano, the reigning voice of wisdom and scorer of Saturday’s 
game-winner. 

“So, we were ready.” 

The Maple Leafs' 5-2 dismantling of Don Granato’s slumping squad was 
as decisive a victory as the home team has submitted through its first 19 
games this season. 

They scored on the power-play (twice). They scored at 5-on-5 (twice). 
They even scored shorthanded. Offensive contributions were supplied 
from the superstars, the bottom six, and a blue line that coach Sheldon 
Keefe had challenged pre-game to deliver more. 

Yes, Toronto has enjoyed three other three-goal victories this season, 
but each one of those featured bouts of nervousness or necessitated a 
comeback rally. 

This was wire-to-wire clinical. Never in doubt. 

The brand of controlled hockey that contending clubs should execute 
over bottom feeders with regularity. 

And make no mistake: the Sabres, who jumped hot out the gate (as is 
their pattern), are once again stumbling around the south end of the 
Atlantic Division. 

“Defensively, I thought we were exceptional. Between how we defended 
and how Matt Murray played in goal, we were a tough team to beat 
tonight,” Keefe said. 

The coach did some fine work, too. 

Noticing early in the first period that Buffalo’s threatening top line of Jeff 
Skinner, Tage Thompson and Alex Tuch was hording the puck and 
creating quality looks, Keefe flipped William Nylander onto John Tavares’ 
wing and bumped Mitch Marner up with Auston Matthews to create a 
tougher defensive assignment for Thompson & Co. 

“You forget that Matthews and Marner are two of the best defensive 
players in the league. They’re committed to defending,” Keefe says. 

“I knew at least that the Tavares line was going to get a pretty good 
matchup.” 

The tweak paid off. 

Buffalo failed to score at even strength, got frustrated with attempts to 
find middle ice, and were limited mostly to power-play chances during a 
penalty-filled affair. 

Each member of the Core Four gathered points on special teams, and 
Tavares connected with the speedy Nylander on a beautiful third-period 
stretch play that salted the victory and allowed fans to go dig their cars 
out of the snow early. 

We’ll be cautious about reading too much into a game the Maple Leafs 
should win. 

The Sabres are losers of eight consecutive games, all in regulation. And 
with Eric Comrie sidelined weeks with a lower-body injury, Buffalo threw 
third-string goaltender Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen (and his sub-.900 AHL 
save percentage) to the wolves in his NHL season debut. 

Still, the positives are swelling in Leafland during this run, where Toronto 
has gathered at least one point in nine of its past 10 games. 

Murray’s healthy and effective return is the biggie. He allowed no more 
than two goals in each of his three starts this week and secured five of 
six points. 

“Murray has been unreal for us, made some massive saves. He's just 
came in and brought a steady presence and calmness to him, and it's 
been great to see him just excel,” Marner said. 

Keefe was even more effusive: “I thought our goaltending was elite 
tonight…. I can just tell you, being behind the bench and seeing our 
players, he gave our team tremendous confidence.” 

As the stars pile up points, the special teams sharpen and the 
goaltending stabilizes, the drama dissipates. 

“It’s pretty standard for him,” Tavares reasons. 

Meanwhile, Nylander — who celebrated a two-goal night with his top 
three buttons undone — is out there winning puck battles and races. 

“Just swagger, like usual, from Will,” Marner says. 

Yep. 

Slowly but surely, the Maple Leafs are actually looking good again. 

“We just kind of simplified there from the beginning,” Nylander says. “And 
now I think we're kind of finding our groove again and getting back to the 
way we can play.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• The Maple Leafs’ new Reverse Retros are so dang gorgeous, they 
should be the default home sweater. Shoulder yokes forever. 

“They're awesome,” Giordano says. “In the ’90s they had the white on the 
shoulders, but they had a different crest in the middle, so it took me back 
to that a little bit. They're sharp-looking. I thought they were really cool.” 

Adds style maven Nylander: “I love ’em.” 

• Buffalo’s Rasmus Dahlin registered an assist, moving him into a tie with 
Adam Fox for second in points by defencemen (20). Erik Karlsson is 
running away in the category with 28 points. 

Dahlin looks fantastic. A treat to watch. Only Norris champ Cale Makar 
(26:49) logs more ice time than Dahlin (26:31). 

• Alexander Kerfoot is a career 13 per cent shooter firing at a measly 
three per cent this season. He has one goal despite ample opportunity, 
skating alongside Toronto’s best forwards and using his speed to secure 
multiple breakaways. (He was even awarded a penalty shot in Anaheim.) 

Kerfoot couldn’t quite cash in on this clear PK breakaway Saturday: 

“It’s a tough one. We do want him to shoot the puck more. It’s a 
confidence thing, I think. As pucks start to go in, all of a sudden, you’re 
more willing to shoot it,” said Keefe, who has a message for the snakebit 
forward. 

“Just clear your mind. That’s the biggest thing… Trust the process. Trust 
your skill.” 

• Keefe was happy with how his rare use of Marner as a defenceman 
worked out in the third period Thursday versus New Jersey. 

“He’s not out there to defend. He’s out there to spark our offence,” the 
coach explained. Keefe says RD Marner had three touches in the D-
zone, and that those were some of the most efficient breakouts of the 
period. “You’re out there to spark the offence, and he did the job there. 
We’ve got to sustain the offence, so he doesn’t have to defend.” 

Except Marner did have to defend the deadly Nico Hischier off the rush at 
one point: 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 20, 2022 

 

“I felt good until Nico decided to take me for a walk there,” Marner said. 
“That’s a helluva move by him.” 

• Does Marner have a Grey Cup pick for Sunday? 

“C’mon. What kind of question is that? I’m going Argos all day.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Even on his 'ugly' night, McDavid pulls through for Oilers 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

November 20, 2022, 2:21 AM 

 

EDMONTON — “It was ugly.”  

Connor McDavid was stunningly out of character for 40 minutes 
Saturday. Like Picasso working with a can of spray paint, or Adele 
rapping karaoke. 

“It was ugly right from the start for me,” he said post-game. “I fought the 
puck all night, changed sticks couple times. Dropped my stick, lost a 
mouth guard a bunch of times… It was ugly, but obviously sticking with it 
and found a way to contribute to the game.”  

Somehow, locked in a 2-2 game after 40 minutes with what is beginning 
to look like THE Divisional rival for his Edmonton Oilers, the greatest 
player in the game found his cape some time during the second 
intermission. McDavid set up a goal on his first shift of the third period 
and ended the game with an OT dazzler, walking past one of the top 
defenders in the sport in Alex Pietrangelo in the process to give 
Edmonton a 4-3 win. 

“I think anybody can see blood. He's one of the special ones that can 
smell it,” said his head coach Jay Woodcroft.  

“That was a very determined and serious player who wanted to go out 
and find the two points for our team, and make plays down the stretch. I 
like that he had that about him.”  

No one is going to criticize McDavid for having a tough 40 minutes, 
where he missed a handful of passes, had the puck roll off his stick a 
couple of times, and fumbled more than one pass reception. It was more 
the realization of how rare it was to see McDavid struggle.  

It was like someone had filled the Jaguar up with diesel, or strung the 
Stradivarius violin with fishing line, as McDavid choked along through 40 
minutes of a key game on that luminous Hockey Night in Canada stage 
the kid from Newmarket has made his own over these many years.  

Then the third period began, and on his first shift he slipped a pass right 
into Zach Hyman’s wheelhouse for a one-timer that gave Edmonton a 3-2 
lead. On his next shift, he sent linemate Mattias Janmark in alone, and 
later in the same shift spun off a Golden Knights defenceman like 
Baryshnikov, dancing in alone only to be thwarted.  

How did he go from being so bad (by his standards) to so good?  

“I'm not quite sure,” said McDavid. “These nights happen. I look back at 
the game against New York last year. And when I scored that goal 
(tiptoeing through five Rangers), I was kind of in a battle again, and 
fighting it.  

“It happens to everybody,” he said. “Like I said, I was fighting the puck all 
night and (made) a couple terrible plays. I was just trying to be on the 
right side of the puck all night, and not give up anything defensively. And 
pitch in when I when I could.  

“You know, make it count when you get your chance.”  

Oh boy, did McDavid make it count, scoring a goal you’ve likely seen a 
few times already on TV.  

He deftly got underneath Pietrangelo’s stick late in a three-on-three 
overtime shift, found some space to the outside and tucked a shot under 
the bar behind Adin Hill, ending what was nothing short of a dandy night 
of hockey between two teams who likely have a playoff meeting or two 
awaiting them — if not this year, then soon thereafter.  

“That was his version of fighting the puck. We’d all like to fight it like that,” 
chuckled three-assist man Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. “When he turns it on, 
it’s fun to watch. In big moments, he’s there.”  

This was a big moment for an Oilers team that had fallen to 9-8 and lost 
a tight, 3-1 game two nights before. On Sunday they fly out for a New 
York swing that opens in Newark, New Jersey with a Monday night game 
against a Devils team that has won 12 straight games.  

They’ve been good on the road. But they needed this one in their own 
barn, grabbing the extra point from Vegas, a team Edmonton trails by 
nine points already.  

“We've had success on the road and haven't found that yet at home,” 
McDavid said. “I thought we played a gritty, sound game, and just gave 
ourselves a chance.”   

What are you doing Monday night?  

The Devils are fast, good and young, the newest flavour in the NHL ice 
cream cooler as a moribund franchise comes of age with a healthy and 
surprising lead atop the Metropolitan Division.  

They’ll put that 12-game heater on the line against an Oilers club that 
coughed up a win to New Jersey just a couple of weeks ago here in 
Edmonton, a loss that sent the Oilers in the wrong direction.  

The Oilers haven’t forgotten.  

This one should be a beauty. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Huberdeau, Weegar happy to beat former team in 
'emotional' return to Florida 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

November 19, 2022, 9:44 PM 

 

SUNRISE, Fla – If there was ever a time for Jonathan Huberdeau to 
make his first major impact as a Calgary Flame, it was late Saturday 
afternoon in the barn he spent his first ten years in the league. 

Sent out as the second Flame in a shootout the Florida Panthers led 1-0, 
he skated by longtime teammate Aleksander Barkov, who’d just been 
stopped by Jacob Markstrom. 

No words were exchanged. 

The crowd that had welcomed him in such touching fashion during the 
warmup and a TV timeout, was booing. 

“I didn’t like that part,” he later joked. 

They didn’t like what followed, as Huberdeau silenced the crowd with a 
short side snipe that beat Spencer Knight blocker side to tie the shootout 
1-1. 
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“I probably never shot in a shootout before, so I kind of knew Knighter 
thought I would probably deke,” said Huberdeau. 

“So that’s why I took a shot to surprise him.” 

It worked, marking an important moment in the Flames’ dramatic 
shootout win, clinched by four-straight Markstrom saves, and capped by 
Rasmus Andersson’s stunning deke as the tenth shooter. 

“It was good, obviously, (to do it) here, and I wanted to win too,” said 
Huberdeau following his triumphant return to FLA Live Arena.  

“It was big, getting the goal in the shootout here. That was cool.” 

On a night with as many twists as Huberdeau’s summer, the Flames left 
Florida with a 5-4 win that will be memorable for all three players involved 
in the blockbuster swap that saw Matthew Tkachuk traded for Huberdeau 
and MacKenzie Weegar.  

The evening opened with a stirring tribute by the fans in attendance for 
warmup, standing, cheering and waving placards in support of their 
longtime heroes as they remained as the last two Flames on the ice, 
circling and waving. 

The cheers intensified after Huberdeau received a pass from Barkov, 
which he buried as part of a sequence they’d repeated many times as 
linemates. 

“The warmup was special," said Huberdeau. 

“I didn’t expect to have that many jerseys out there and that was cool to 
see that. I’ve been here a long time and I think they gave me a great 
ovation, so that was cool.” 

Weegar agreed, it was a night he’ll never forget.  

“It’s just so hard to describe it because it was just a weird feeling,” said 
Weegar of the welcome. 

“It was emotional, obviously. You’re trying to stay engaged in the game 
the whole time. But the fans in warmup were awesome. They showed a 
lot of love to us, and it really meant a lot to me.”  

What meant more, insisted both, was the win. 

“I’m happy we got the two points, that was the biggest thing for me and 
Johnny - I wanted to beat these guys really bad,” smiled Weegar. 

“I was really happy to see him score. I think that one feels really good for 
him.  

“I feel like that’s a vintage Panther game, 5-4 in a shootout. 

“We had lots of those games on the other side. I enjoyed it.” 

The man who seemed to be having the most fun until the shootout was 
Tkachuk, who had a brilliant setup on a Sam Reinhart snipe midway 
through the see-saw battle, before scoring the game-tying goal with six 
minutes left with the type of net-front redirection he’s finished dozens of 
times. 

“It felt good to get it to overtime,” said Tkachuk, whose two-point effort 
has him amongst league-leaders with 24 points. 

“It felt like we were dominating them, yet it was somehow 4-3. They came 
out and played solid, didn’t give us much, but then we took over in the 
second period. It seemed like they were hanging on a little in the third. 
But they had some looks as well.” 

As part of his third multi-point game in the last four outings, Adam 
Ružička opened the scoring to help the Flames grab a 2-0 lead, only to 
have the hosts battle back to tie it three times. 

Ružička finished with two goals and a helper, for his first career three-
point game. Despite being a healthy scratch 10 of the first 11 games, he 
now has eight points in seven outings, tying him with Huberdeau.  

Although both teams fired 35 shots on goal, it was Jacob Markstrom who 
stood out as the better netminder, especially during the shootout when 
he made several sprawling saves, setting the table for Andersson to 
finish a nifty deke he said he perfected while playing in the AHL. 

“Honestly, that’s a move I’ve done for quite some time,” said Andersson, 
who got Knight to bite on a backhand deke before going forehand and 
out-waiting the sprawling goalie and finishing it high. 

“I took a few shootouts in Stockton and it worked back then, but it was a 
long time. It was nice to see it go in and it’s just nice to get a win. It was a 
much-needed one.  

“Obviously, there’s a lot of emotions for a lot of guys out there today, but 
it was really nice to get a win.”  

Huberdeau and Weegar both mentioned how happy they were to get this 
game over with, as it had generated plenty of attention in the days 
leading up. 

“Yeah, turn the page and now it’s, 'focus on the year' and everything 
else,” said Huberdeau, who will take a backseat to the hype Nov. 29 
when Tkachuk makes his return to Calgary. 

“Quite honest, way too much talk about it,” added Sutter when asked how 
much this game meant to the former Panthers. 

“Guys get traded, guys sign. What’s the big deal? 

“Good players move around, that’s what they do. I’ve said it before, if 
somebody gives you $75 million we’re all going.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs' Rielly believes defence can help spark offence 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs as they prepare to host the Buffalo Sabres on Saturday night.  

Toronto Maple Leafs defencemen have combined for just four goals this 
season. Only the Anaheim Ducks have gotten fewer goals from their blue 
line.  

"Early in the season, defensively, we're trying to shore some things up," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "Defencemen naturally will be a little more 
reserved in their play and that can have an effect." 

Timothy Liljegren leads the Leafs defence with two goals with both 
coming in the same game. Justin Holl and Jordie Benn both have one. 
Toronto is struggling to score in 5-on-5 play this season (24th overall 
entering Saturday) and the team is looking for more from its blue line.  

"The way teams defend, you know, a lot of times your advantage both on 
the rush and in the offensive zone can come from contributions from the 
defence," Keefe noted. "This Buffalo team is one that gets a lot of activity 
and contribution from the blue line and you can see the difference that it 
makes. Not only does it make the team more dangerous offensively, it 
makes the forwards more dangerous offensively, because there's a lot 
more to think about, worry about. They get the puck in different spots and 
get defensive-zone coverages out of sorts a bit." 

Toronto has worked on being more connected when breaking out the 
puck, which starts with the defence, but that's not the only focus right 
now.  
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"There's a number of different ways our group can be better," said 
Morgan Rielly. "You want to get more shots. Get more shots through. Be 
up in the rush. Just be more involved." 

Rielly has six points in 5-on-5 play through 18 games (0.33 per game). 
He had 36 in 82 games last season (0.44 per game). The Leafs are 
breaking even (15 goals for, 15 goals against) with their ice-time leader 
on in 5-on-5 play. Last season, the edge was 90-75 for Toronto.    

Rielly is in the first year of a new eight-year, $60-million contract.  

"I don't think there's been a whole lot of added pressure," the 28-year-old 
said. "I think there's always high expectations that I have for myself and 
our group has for our group. I mean, it's been good, but you don't ever 
want to be satisfied or anything like that." 

Keefe agrees that Rielly has been good this season especially 
considering the circumstances.  

"He's a guy that's come to rely on having a consistent partner in [T.J.] 
Brodie and not just with Brodie's injury but with how we've moved things 
with our pairings, he's had to play with different people and different 
situations, which I think has an effect," the coach noted. "But, overall, 
he's done a good job and he's continued to push himself." 

Rielly is currently slotting in beside Benn. He previously played with 
Liljegren and Brodie and even played a game on the right side with 
Rasmus Sandin. 

"You want to get to a point as a player that you can stand on your own," 
Rielly said. "You want to play with good partners and players and 
everything, but you want to be able to help your partner out, to lift him up 
and your team. If you're out there with your partner or a different guy or 
you're playing your off side or if it's on the power play or penalty kill, 
you're just able to contribute no matter what." 

Keefe highlighted that Rielly, the longest-serving Leaf, takes on a lot as a 
member of the team's leadership group.  

"Especially with the loss of [Jake] Muzzin, you know, his experience and 
his voice, the tenure that he has here and perspective that he has, has 
been important to keep our group on task," Keefe said. 

With seven goals this season, Rasmus Dahlin is second among all NHL 
defencemen.  

"He's a game changer," said Tage Thompson, who leads Buffalo with 22 
points. "He's got so much confidence. He's hungry to make a difference 
every time he steps on the ice and that's what you're seeing. He's able to 
do it not just because of his skill, but his will. He's not losing any battles. 
He's hungry to win every battle. He's playing with a little bit of an edge 
and that's why he's getting a little more room offensively too." 

"He broke the threshold," said coach Don Granato. "He now knows he 
can be an elite player in any moment in any game and he has the 
hindsight and wisdom of lots of experience both good and bad." 

Dahlin, 22 and in his fifth NHL season, is the perfect mentor for fellow 
first overall pick Owen Power, who's in his first full NHL season.  

"He's been unbelievable," Power observed. "You see how much offence 
he's been putting up and his numbers, but people don't really realize how 
good he is defensively and how little he gives up while producing at that 
high level. The biggest thing that's stood out is just how well his gaps are 
and how little he gives up playing against the top guys every night." 

Power made his NHL debut in Toronto in April.  

"Not quite the same, but any time you get to come home and play in front 
of family and friends it's pretty cool," the 19-year-old from Mississauga, 
Ont. said.  

What's been the biggest adjustment so far for the University of Michigan 
product?  

"Just the travel and how much you play," Power said. "I've been used to 
playing two games a week for the last couple years so it's a little bit 
different."  

The Sabres won the final three games against the Leafs last season 
outscoring their division rivals 15-5. Two of the games were at 
Scotiabank Arena while the other was outside at Tim Hortons Field in 
front of a largely pro-Leafs crowd.  

"Each season is new and teams are different and all that, but we certainly 
talked about the fact that we didn't do well against this team last year and 
we'd like to get off to a good start in the season series here tonight," said 
Keefe. "It seemed like we got their best game every time we played them 
and we certainly didn't have ours." 

"Every time we played them we had our game," confirmed Sabres centre 
Dylan Cozens. "We tried to frustrate them and capitalize on their 
mistakes." 

How do you frustrate the Leafs?   

"Just outwork them," Cozens continued. "Know they're going to get 
frustrated and maybe try and do too much and then we capitalize on that. 
The goal is to frustrate those guys."  

Those three wins by Buffalo came late in the season when the Sabres, 
outside the playoff picture, had found a rhythm and the Leafs were 
secure in a playoff position. Heading into the first meeting this year, 
Buffalo has lost seven straight in regulation.  

"We have to come out with a little more," Cozens said. "A little more 
heart. A little more passion. Got push for that next step, that next gear." 

"We got a pretty good feeling," insisted Thompson. "We play well against 
them. We've been in a little bit of a rut lately so this is the perfect time to 
get out of it." 

William Nylander will look to stay hot. The winger has scored in three of 
the last four games and is fitting in nicely beside Auston Matthews and 
Michael Bunting on the top line.  

"Willy's flying out there," said Bunting. "He's playing his game, using his 
speed and using his skill. He's really fun to play with. Our line has been 
really clicking together." 

Nylander finished with four shots while playing 22 minutes and 25 
seconds on Thursday, which was his second highest total of the season.  

"He's been playing great," said Matthews. "Just moving his feet all over 
the ice. We're just trying to find each other all over, get open for each 
other and move the puck quick and try to attack. It's a lot of fun when 
he's playing like that."  

"We've had a lot of chances," said Nylander. "I thought we could have 
maybe had a few more with the plays that we had. We have to keep 
building off of that." 

Nick Robertson will be a healthy scratch for a third straight game. The 
21-year-old winger hasn't played in a week.  

"Robertson's here every day and working his ass off and staying ready," 
Keefe noted. "He was outstanding in the practice yesterday so that's 
something you're looking for. Does he still have the energy? Does he still 
have the life? Is he still pushing? So, you're watching that ... I don't like to 
have our guys sit too long, any of them, particularly young players and 
that's part of why he's in that daily discussion." 

Keefe wants to give natural centre Pontus Holmberg an extended look. 
Denis Malgin, meanwhile, has fit in well beside David Kampf and Zach 
Aston-Reese.  

"I like how things kind of settle in right now and I think it's important for us 
to give it an opportunity to play itself out and give it a chance to flourish," 
said Keefe. "We got some traction here with some of the lines, in 
particular the Kampf line." 
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Kampf feels like the instant chemistry with Swiss League product Malgin 
may be tied to culture.  

"He's from Europe so we have a lot of similar thinking about the game," 
the Czechia native said. "I like it. We want to keep puck a little bit more 
maybe just trying to find each other." 

The World Cup starts on Sunday and Leafs players have made their 
picks.  

"It was an auction-style thing," Rielly said. "We each got a couple of 
teams. Lots of guys come out of the woodwork around this time of year 
and they're fake fans and everything, but you let it slide. It's a cool event. 
I got Canada in our pool so I'm looking forward to cheering them on." 

"I'm from Switzerland so I'm going to take Switzerland," said Malgin when 
asked for his pick. "There are teams like France and England that have a 
good chance to win. World Cup is always a big thing. For sure, we're 
going to follow it and talk about it every day." 

"I like a lot of teams, but probably my favourite is Argentina, because I 
like [Lionel] Messi," said Kampf. "He's the best player in the world I think." 

Did Bunting, who's known for his agitating style on the ice, play any 
soccer as a kid?  

"Actually, I'm pretty sure I got kicked out of the league when I was 
younger so that was that," the Scarborough, Ont. native said with a grin. 
"I didn't take soccer up after I was 10." 

What'd he do?   

"I don't even know," Bunting said with a laugh. "Let's not even comment." 
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