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Weekend NHL rankings: Who won the Matthew Tkachuk trade? Plus a new No. 1 

By Sean McIndoe 

The NHL served up a packed schedule on Saturday, but the 
most irresistible game was one that fans had circled since 
the summer: the meeting between the Flames and Panthers. 
It was the first time the two teams had crossed paths since 
the jaw-dropping July blockbuster that sent Matthew Tkachuk 
to Florida in exchange for a package that included Jonathan 
Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar, a prospect and a first-round 
pick. 

It was a fascinating trade when it went down, arguably the 
single biggest blockbuster of the cap era, and it remains so 
today. Julian McKenzie had the definitive story of how it all 
came together, which you should absolutely take time to 
read if only for the image of an exhausted Brad Treliving 
sitting alone in his office with a beer after it was all over. 

So who won the trade? That’s the argument we’ll be having 
for a good chunk of the next decade because it’s what fans 
do whether Darryl Sutter likes it or not. 

The two teams didn’t help us much on Saturday, playing to a 
4-4 tie before the Flames won the coin flip in the shootout. 
But now that we’ve seen the two teams in action against 
each other, let’s see if we can organize the arguments on 
either side of the deal in this week’s bonus top five. 

Top five takes on who won the Matthew Tkachuk blockbuster 

5. The Panthers won because they got the best player — Put 
it this way, there’s a reason we’re referring to this deal as 
“the Matthew Tkachuk trade,” and not “the Jonathan 
Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar and futures trade.” We’ve all 
heard the old cliché about how the team that gets the best 
player wins the trade, and that’s Tkachuk. He’s having a 
great first season in Florida, racking up well over a point per 
game, while Huberdeau has been less productive. Tkachuk 
is also younger, and somehow he’s even cheaper. Clear win 
for Florida. 

4. The Flames won because they got four good-to-great 
assets for one that didn’t want to be there — Be honest, 
when you first heard what the Flames were getting in the 
Tkachuk trade, you thought it was a hoax. Surely somebody 
had retweeted one of those imposter accounts. After all, the 
rumored returns had been nowhere near that good. But 
somehow, Treliving had managed to get something close to 
fair value in what should have been an impossible situation, 
if not more. When you’re supposed to lose big and you don’t, 
that’s a win. 

3. Neither team won because look at the standings — Part of 
what made the trade so fascinating was that both teams 
were legitimate Cup contenders. This wasn’t the typical 
modern blockbuster where one team is trying to get better 
and one is worried about the future. Both of these teams 
were trying to take the next step. But so far, neither has — 
the Flames are still recovering from a seven-game losing 

streak, while the Panthers have gone from Presidents’ 
Trophy winner to barely .500. Sometimes a trade isn’t just 
about the players involved, but how the move affects the 
entire roster. In this case, the returns aren’t good for either 
team. 

2. Nobody won, at least not yet, because it’s been a month 
and it’s way too early for this kind of ridiculous click-bait 
premise, you hack — Shut up, nobody likes you. 

1. We all won because huge trades are incredibly fun — Yes, 
there were some odd circumstances, including Johnny 
Gaudreau leaving and Tkachuk wanting out. Those weren’t 
very pleasant for Flames fans, to say the least. But stuff 
happens, and usually in today’s NHL when stuff happens, 
GMs start making excuses. We’ve seen it. We’ve also seen 
very good teams get comfortable and insist on staying the 
course. But the 120-point Panthers and the woe-is-us 
Flames didn’t choose their comfort zones. They went big, 
and whether it works or not, it gave fans around the league 
something to chew on. It was pretty great at the time, it still is 
to this day, and here’s hoping that it ultimately works out 
great for everyone so that more GMs will consider following 
suit. 

By the way, the two teams are set for a rematch next week in 
Calgary, which will give Flames fans a chance to welcome 
Tkachuk back in person. I’m sure it will be a heartwarming 
moment. 

On to this week’s rankings, as we see whether I’m still being 
stubborn on the Devils … 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

If you missed it last week, check out this piece by Fluto 
Shinzawa on the death of the slap shot. Really interesting 
stuff on an under-the-radar trend worth knowing about. 

5. New Jersey Devils (15-3-0, +26 true goals differential*) — 
Yeah, I can’t keep them out. They’ve rolled off a dozen 
straight wins and counting, and they’re earning every one of 
them. They’ve got the Oilers tonight, which is a sneaky-great 
matchup. Connor McDavid against a team that’s playing like 
it’s 20 McDavids, who you got? 

If there’s any objection here, I’m guessing it’s that you think 
they need to be higher. Friday’s rankings sure do, as they 
had the Devils in the top spot on Friday. Again, they’re 
different rankings with different goals, as we’re trying to 
predict the Cup favorite here and I can’t see a case that the 
Devils top that list yet. But they’re also not some fake 
success story riding percentages and bounces to a winning 
streak. They’re dominating right now. 
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Next up: I try to talk myself into the Stars, as I continue my 
slow-but-sure journey to realizing that this whole season is 
just a reboot of 1999-2000. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-3, +3) — They’ve lost three of 
four, two of which came against the Avalanche. Their last 
two losses have come with loser points, so there’s no panic 
here, but they do seem to be drifting down the rankings. In 
case you’re wondering, they haven’t faced the Devils yet and 
they won’t until late December, at which point they get them 
three times in three weeks. Until then, I still have them 
slightly ahead of New Jersey, even if the standings don’t. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (14-4-1, +21) — Saturday’s 
overtime loss in Edmonton feels like a missed opportunity. 
With both Alberta teams looking inconsistent, the Knights 
have an early chance to pull away in the Pacific Division. 
Instead, they got to enjoy Mark Stone’s penalty shot moves 
before watching McDavid go all McDavid on them in OT. 

Their next five go Vancouver, Ottawa, Seattle, Vancouver 
again and Columbus, so there’s a chance to bank a lot of 
points here. Let’s see what they do with it. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (10-5-1, +17) — I’ve stuck with the 
Avalanche as my top pick all year, even when their record 
didn’t agree. I’d argue that I’ve been proven right. They had 
another good week, with an overtime win over the 
Hurricanes and a shutout of the Capitals in which Nathan 
MacKinnon did this: 

And yet, I’m dropping them down to the two-spot for the first 
time this season. And it’s not so much that they’ve lost the 
top spot so much as another team took it from them. 

1. Boston Bruins (16-2-0, +37) — They’ve earned it. They’ve 
won six straight and 13 of 14. And while a win is a win, this 
isn’t one of those streaks where they’re just barely finding a 
way to bank two points each night. They’re dominating 
teams, outscoring their opponents 24-7 during the win 
streak. They’re healthy, they’re getting Vezina-worthy 
goaltending from Linus Ullmark, and they lead the league in 
goals scored. They can’t continue on this pace, because 
they’re not the greatest team in the history of the NHL, but 
for now, we don’t have to overthink it. 

The next two weeks are a tough test, with Tampa twice, 
Colorado twice, plus Florida, Carolina and Vegas in their 
next seven. Maybe that brings them back to earth. But until 
then, I can’t hold out on them any longer. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals — To answer the obvious 
question, I’m putting the Capitals in the top five section 
mainly out of force of habit. I’ve been doing some version of 
this column for years now, and I can’t remember the last time 
the Capitals made even a cursory appearance in the bottom 
five section. It’s possible that it’s never happened. But let’s 
just say it: Right now, the Capitals are a bad team that’s 
getting worse. 

They’ve lost four straight, including Saturday’s shutout to the 
Avalanche, and nine of 11. That’s dropped them under .500 
in a league that’s designed to make it just about impossible 
for a decent team to be under. 500, so you do the math. And 

did we mention that the roster is old, nearly capped out, and 
made the sort of big offseason UFA signing that teams 
typically only chase when they think they’re still contenders? 
There’s not much good news here. 

So what went wrong? Injuries are the first excuse, and unlike 
most teams that break it out, it probably makes sense here. 
Nicklas Backstrom hasn’t played, and while he’s been 
skating, there’s no guarantee he’ll be back at all this season. 
Tom Wilson is also out, although he should return at some 
point soon. T.J. Oshie has missed a month, John Carlson 
missed time, and Connor Brown might be done for the year. 
Every team has to deal with guys missing time, but the Caps’ 
list is significant. 

Still, you have to play the hand you’re dealt, and right now 
the Capitals aren’t playing it very well. That’s led to some 
speculation about Peter Laviolette’s job security, and you 
could see a move there. If you wanted optimism, you could 
mention that Darcy Kuemper hasn’t been the problem even 
though he hasn’t exactly been fantastic, Dylan Strome has fit 
in fine, and Alexander Ovechkin is still chugging along at 37. 
The underlying numbers are middling, but they’re not awful in 
the way that would suggest that this thing is completely 
coming undone, and they’ve been trending up lately. There’s 
reason to believe this team won’t be bad all year, especially 
once they start getting healthy. 

Is that a good thing? For an old team in a year with a loaded 
draft, maybe not. But right now, this team looks like they 
could miss the playoffs, something they’ve done just once in 
the last 15 seasons. All that success can catch up with a 
contender, and sometimes the window just slams shut. That 
might be happening here, although I’m not willing to call it 
just yet. But next time we mention these guys, it might have 
to be one section down. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed it last week, be sure to check out my first 
edition of the Tank Index, in which I rank each bad team 
based on their ability to intentionally crash and burn for 
lottery odds, if that was the sort of things that teams do and 
not just a creation of the media. 

It’s not the same thing as the bottom five, since we’re dealing 
in far more speculation and hypotheticals, but there’s 
definitely some overlap. If you’re a fan of a team that tends to 
show up in this section, you’ll want to keep on eye on the 
Tank Index as the season goes on. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (6-9-3, -10) — Two straight wins 
probably saved Bruce Boudreau’s job, at least for now. 
Could they be the start of a streak that saves the season? 
(Checks upcoming schedule and sees Vegas, Colorado and 
Vegas again.) Oof. Well, let’s look on the bright side: If they 
can pull four or five points out of that stretch, it will be hard to 
write them off. 

Also, this was weird, right? 

4. San Jose Sharks (6-11-3, -12) — They’ve got Ottawa 
tonight, and why don’t we just go ahead and say the winner 
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gets Erik Karlsson for the rest of the season. Come on, San 
Jose, live a little. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (7-10-1, -23) — They’d strung 
together points in four straight before a blowout loss to the 
Wings. To their credit, they responded well, picking up a win 
over the Panthers last night. 

By the way, Johnny Gaudreau says he has no regrets about 
his free agency choice, and it’s funny to think about what the 
reaction would be like if he said otherwise. “Yeah man, 
terrible call by me, have you seen how good the Devils are? 
Not sure what to tell you, I messed up.” 

2. Anaheim Ducks (5-12-1, -31) — They’ve yet to win a 
game in regulation, which is absolutely wild. It’s also getting 
close to an NHL record, one set by the Coyotes a few years 
ago. Hey, speaking of those guys… 

1. Arizona Coyotes (6-9-1, -17) — Well look who’s back. Last 
week, I dropped the Coyotes out of the one-spot, and also 
ranked them just third in the tank index. They apparently took 
that personally, because they’ve lost three straight in 
regulation and are solidly back in the mix for dead last. Did 
we mention that they’re six games into a 14-game road trip? 
This is starting to feel inevitable again. 

In other news, this week should mark the return of Jakob 
Chychrun, which means there’s a decent chance that it also 
marks the trading of Chychrun. 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — I hate this. And yeah, they 
should probably just be in the bottom five. They almost 

certainly will be next week. I just don’t have it in me to do it to 
Buffalo fans right now, because they don’t deserve to see 
this all play out again. And yet. 

Let’s get caught up. The Sabres started the year 7-3-0 
through their first ten, which did two things. First, it made 
them the feel-good story of the first month, and second, it led 
to everyone making ominous references to all the other times 
the Sabres have started strong and then fallen apart. Hey, 
guess what happened next? Yep… eight straight losses, all 
in regulation, all but one of them by multiple goals. 

And so here we are, with another season close to being 
basically over before the end of November. Matthew 
Fairburn gets into some of the (many) problems here, 
including Don Granato’s diagnosis that they’re just not trying 
hard enough. Maybe that’s part of it, but this is also a team 
that just isn’t good enough yet. A lot has gone right so far, 
including big years from Tage Thompson and Rasmus 
Dahlin and a solid-enough one from Craig Anderson, but it’s 
been nowhere near enough. 

Sorry Sabres fans. I know you were getting used to not 
seeing this column pop up on your team page every Monday. 
Consider this your fair warning that we’re keeping your spot 
warm. 

By the way, the Sabres play the Devils on Friday in a game 
that could feature a 14-game winning streak against a 10-
game losing streak. If so, congratulations in advance to the 
Sabres on their win, because the NHL makes no sense.

 

 

Winnipeg and Carolina hit the ice in non-conference matchup 

Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Winnipeg Jets (9-4-1, third in the Central 
Division) 

Winnipeg, Manitoba; Monday, 7:30 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Winnipeg Jets take on the Carolina 
Hurricanes in a non-conference matchup. 

Winnipeg has a 9-4-1 record overall and a 6-2-0 record in 
home games. The Jets are 1-1-1 in games they serve more 
penalty minutes than their opponents. 

Carolina has a 6-3-2 record on the road and a 10-5-1 record 
overall. The Hurricanes are 5-1-0 in games they score one or 
more power-play goals. 

Monday’s game is the third time these teams square off this 
season. The Hurricanes won the last matchup 4-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Josh Morrissey has one goal and 14 
assists for the Jets. Mark Scheifele has scored six goals and 
added four assists over the past 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has eight goals and 10 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Martin Necas has three goals and eight assists 
over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Jets: 7-2-1, averaging three goals, five 
assists, 3.4 penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while giving up 
two goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 2.5 goals, 4.1 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 7.8 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Jets: Logan Stanley: out (undisclosed), Morgan 
Barron: out (wrist), Nikolaj Ehlers: out (sports hernia), Mason 
Appleton: out (wrist). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo Teravainen: out 
(upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).
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About Last Night: Another disappointing OT loss 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost in overtime once again in a 
game they probably also should have won. 

By Ryan Henkel 

After the Carolina Hurricanes lost in overtime Thursday night 
against the Colorado Avalanche despite heavily outshooting 
them, they decided to go with a totally different style: no 
shots for anybody. 

And for 57:23 the strategy was working perfectly against the 
Minnesota Wild as the Canes seemed perfectly happy sitting 
on a 1-0 lead provided by Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas. 

However, as well all know, staving off the inevitable push of 
a desperate team by parking the bus usually never works out 
well. 

The perfect strategy would have been to apply the pressure 
against a spiraling Minnesota team, one without a deep 
group and who was fielding a goaltender who was 1-4-1 and 
barely above 0.900 on the season. 

But that isn’t what Carolina did. They incrementally took less 
and less shots each period — 11 to 5 in the first, 7 to 8 in the 
second, 3 to 6 in the third, and finally 0-2 in overtime. They 
begged Minnesota to come back into the game and that’s 
exactly what happened. 

The goal that Sam Steel eventually scored late in the third 
period was improbable. He managed to get off a wrist shot 
while choked up on the puck and his stick pulled into his 
body and Stefan Noesen directly on top of him and pushing 
him. 

Pyotr Kochetkov, who was stellar throughout the evening, 
had gone down early expecting an instant shot from Steel, 
but because of the positioning, Steel couldn’t do that. That 
delay left the net open for the goal. 

The game was tied. And when a moment like that happens, 
the momentum shits completely. 

Overtime came soon after and while the Canes had a good 
chance between Aho and Necas, when you miss the net and 
lose possession, you’re on your heels. 

And so the puck started moving the other direction and a 
gassed Aho lost Alex Goligoski breaking to the net. Steel 
sauced the puck over and the only one there was Goligoski 
as Aho desperately reached out with his stick to no avail. 

It was the fifth loss in the last seven games for Carolina, an 
uncomfortable trend that has been followed along by two 
other trends of strong goaltending and poor goal support.  

Sometimes it’s just the third line going for the Hurricanes. 
Sometimes it’s only Aho or Necas. Sometimes just 
Svechnikov. But it’s almost never been a group effort as of 
late and that’s been the biggest issue.  

Sure, the Canes are missing some big names like Teuvo 
Teravainen and if they had a better supporting cast of 
wingers like Max Pacioretty and Ondrej Kase healthy, that 
might help too., but the goals are too inconsistent for the 
group. 

They generate chance after chance, but the goals fall way 
short of the expected goal total.  

They suppress a majority of chances against, but then the 
one they give up is a brutal grade-A chance the other way.  

And maybe if the power play could look average at best, it 
would go a long way towards winning some games. 

So while the effort and game plans look good on paper and 
on the stat sheet after the game, the execution just hasn’t 
been there and at the end of the day, that’s all that matters.
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Carolina Hurricanes @ Winnipeg Jets: Storm Advisory and Game Preview 

The Canes look to rebound after two straight disheartening 
overtime losses  

By Cody Hagan  

Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-3, 23 points) at Winnipeg Jets (10-
5-1, 21 points) 

November 21, 2022 — 7:30 p.m. EST 

Canada Life Centre — Winnipeg, Manitoba  

Watch: Bally Sports South 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Artic Ice Hockey 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 

Facebook Canes Country 

Instagram @canescountrypix 

Game Notes 

 This short road trip for the Carolina Hurricanes 
concludes tonight with a matchup against the 
Winnipeg Jets. After dropping two straight games in 
overtime, the Canes are desperate to right the ship 
and finish the month of November on a stronger 
note than it has currently been.  

 With the loss to the Wild on Saturday night, the 
Hurricanes are under .500 in the month of 
November with five losses to four wins. Their 

schedule has been road heavy to start the season 
and that won’t change much until mid-December as 
they have eight of their next ten games away from 
PNC Arena.  

 Tonight will be Paul Stastny’s first game back in 
Winnipeg since he signed with Carolina as a free 
agent. Stastny played for the Jets from 2020-22 and 
also in the 2017-18 season. While he has yet to get 
rolling for the Hurricanes, he scored 45 points for 
the Jets last year.  

 Say hello to former Hurricane Saku Maenalanen 
who is back in the NHL this year with the Jets. 
Maenalanen played for the Canes during the 2018-
19 season but has bounced around the KHL and 
Liiga since then,  

 It’s no secret that Carolina has been atrocious on 
their power play so far this season converting at just 
14.7% of the time which ranks 30th in the league. 
That may not get any better tonight as the Jets have 
the third best penalty kill at a 85.0% kill rate.  

 Carolina should hold the advantage in the face off 
dot as they rank third in the league at 54.1% while 
the Jets are winning just 47.1% of their draws which 
ranks 24th.  

 Blake Wheeler has been a Canes killer over his 
career posting 36 points in 40 career games against 
Carolina.  

 Winnipeg will visit PNC Arena on March 14th.
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Wolves Fall to Wild 5-1 to Close Busy Weekend 

ROSEMONT, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves finished with three 
points during this season’s first stretch of three games in 
three days. 

On Sunday at Allstate Arena, the Wolves capped the busy 
weekend by dropping a 5-1 decision to the Iowa Wild. 

Vasily Ponomarev scored for the Wolves but Iowa got goals 
from five different players to secure the victory. 

After opening the weekend with a win in Rockford on Friday, 
the Wolves dropped an overtime thriller to the IceHogs on 
Saturday and fell again Sunday to gain three of a possible 
six points over the stretch. 

The Wild struck first Sunday on a goal by Steven Fogarty 
early in the opening period and Mike O’Leary followed with a 
score a short time later to make it 2-0. 

“We had such a low start and it put us behind the eight ball,” 
Wolves coach Brock Sheahan said. “In the second, we had 
some life, some push and had some good chances on the 
power play (1-for-5 overall) that we didn’t score on. The Wild 
scored on their chances and that was the game.” 

Iowa stretched its lead midway through the second on goals 
by Sammy Walker and Ty Ronning. 

Ponomarev got the Wolves on the board late in the second 
with his fifth goal of the season. The forward batted in a 

rebound of his own shot to cut the deficit to 4-1. Malte 
Stromwall and Jamieson Rees earned assists on the goal. 
For Rees, it was his team-leading 13th point of the season. 

The Wild came right back to extend the advantage on a 
score by Mitchell Balmas. 

There was no scoring in the third period. 

Zachary Sawchenko (31 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Jesper Wallstedt (20 saves) earned the win 
for Iowa. 

Chicago fell to 5-7-2-0 on the season while Iowa upped its 
record to 6-4-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves host the Texas Stars on Friday at 
Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, AHLTV). It will be $3 
Beer Night. 

Upcoming: On Saturday, the Wolves will again host the 
Texas Stars at Allstate Arena (7 p.m.; My50 Chicago, 
AHLTV). It will be Wizards Night. 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3915867/2022/11/21/weekend-nhl-rankings-tkachuk-bruins-devils/ 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-carolina-hurricanes-canada-6cb6ce11252b4bdab5340b382266a862 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/20/23469286/about-last-night-another-disappointing-ot-loss-carolina-hurricanes-aho-kochetkov 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/21/23470342/carolina-hurricanes-winnipeg-jets-storm-advisory-and-game-preview-blake-wheeler-aho-
svechnikov-burns 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/20/wolves-fall-to-wild-5-1-to-close-busy-weekend/ 
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1259813 Boston Bruins 

 

Upon returning home, a record-setting opportunity awaits the Bruins 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff, Updated November 20, 2022, 8:06 
p.m. 

 

The Bruins must wait until Friday, when they play their post-Thanksgiving 
matinee against the Hurricanes at the Garden, to try to claim some 
exclusive acreage in the NHL record book. They will be going for a 12th 
straight victory on Causeway Street, after Saturday night making it 11 in 
a row from the start of the new season with an easy 6-1 dismissal of the 
Blackhawks. 

On Sunday, the Bruins boarded their flight to Tampa, less than 24 hours 
after dispatching the downtrodden sons of Bobby Hull, just oozing with 
Black-and-Gold confidence. They’ve never been this hot to start a new 
season (16-2-0), and rarely in the post-Orr era have they been so 
structurally sound and dominating, be it at home or away. 

All the winning, noted David Krejci, has been “a feather in our cap.” 

“But let’s not get carried away,” the veteran Czech center reminded late 
last week as his goal-scoring finally began to warm up, “there’s still a 
long way to go. We just have to stay with the process.” 

Veteran winger Nick Foligno recalled a time years ago in Columbus, 
where he served a long stretch as the captain, that the Blue Jackets won 
16 straight overall. 

“Everyone was excited, couldn’t wait to get to the rink,” recalled Foligno. 
“This is kinda the same, but different … guys are confident … we’re just 
going about our business.” 

The job portends to be significantly tougher this week, because the 
competition that awaits is far more formidable than the trio of Vancouver-
Philadelphia-Chicago that the Bruins just sent careening out of the 
Garden as victims Nos. 9, 10, and 11 on home ice. 

The Bruins didn’t trail for a second in those three games and led by an 
aggregate 128:06, a touch over 71 percent of the total playing time. 
Again, dominating. Each night saw a different Bruin start the scoring — 
Connor Clifton vs. Vancouver, Tomas Nosek vs. Philadelphia and David 
Pastrnak vs. Chicago. As of Sunday morning, those three visitors were a 
combined 19-24-10, none likely to be among the 16 teams that advance 
to the playoffs. 

But now it’s Tampa Bay (Monday), Florida (Wednesday) and Carolina, a 
trio that as of Sunday held a combined mark of 30-18-6. All three should 
be postseason qualifiers. Not a cupcake in the bunch. 

The Lightning, a postseason nemesis of the Bruins, have been the 
hottest of the bunch, rattling off four straight wins and paced again this 
year by a healthy Nikita Kucherov (10-18–28). World-class goaltender 
Andrei Vasilveskiy (7-5-1, .909 save percentage, 2.84 goals against 
average) has looked rather ordinary, particularly in comparison with 

Bruins No. 1 Linus Ullmark (12-1-0, .937, 1.89), the hottest goalie in the 
game. 

Florida, in Columbus Sunday night, had lost three of its last four with both 
of their goalies, ex-Boston College Eagle Spencer Knight and Sergei 
Bobrovsky, still struggling to find their “A” games. Matthew Tkachuk 
(team-best 8-17—25) has delivered as expected after being acquired in 
the Jonathan Huberdeau swap over the summer. 

The Hurricanes have sputtered lately, losing three of four (1-1-2), yet 
they still rank second only to red-hot New Jersey (12 straight wins) in the 
Metropolitan Division. Martin Necas, their 23-year-old forward now in his 
fourth season, has emerged as their top producer (8-14–22). 

Carolina eliminated the Bruins in seven first-round playoff games last 
spring. This will be the teams’ first meeting since the Hurricanes acquired 
back-end force Brent Burns from the Sharks over the summer. Through 
games of Saturday night, a line of 3-9-12 ranked the 37-year-old Burns at 
T18 among all NHL defensemen. 

Ullmark knows what matters 

Ullmark, the likely starter in Tampa, has won four straight since his 2-1 
loss in Toronto on Nov. 5. 

As a young, developing goalie in Sweden, Ullmark tried to model his 
game after NHL greats Dominik Hasek and Patrick Roy, endlessly 
watching their work on highlight reels he found on the Internet. Ullmark 
on Saturday recalled how he was sometimes criticized by his coaches 
because of his aggressive, at times unorthodox style, bits of which he 
borrowed from those Hasek highlights. 

“I was hurt, because they had their way, their style, and it was, ‘Linus, 
you’re not stopping the puck the right way?’ ” noted Ullmark. “I thought all 
that mattered was to stop the puck.” 

Bruins coach Jim Montgomery wouldn’t lay out his game-to-game plans 
for his backstops, but logic dictates Ullmark vs. the Lightning, followed by 
Jeremy Swayman against the Panthers, then Ullmark back at the Garden 
Friday for the potential record-setting W. 

Two servings of Pasta 

Pastrnak’s pair of goals Saturday came after the elite Czech striker had 
scored only once in the previous six games. It was also his first two-goal 
game of the season. As of Sunday morning, “Pasta” ranked T3 in league 
scoring with 28 points, behind the dynamic Oilers duo of Connor 
McDavid (34) and Leon Draisaitl (30) … On home ice, over their 11 wins, 
the Bruins have accumulated a humongous advantage in lead time of 
404:14 to 15:12. Only the Wild and Flames have managed short-term 
leads on Causeway this season … With 32 points in the first 18 games, 
even a .500 mark over the next 64 games would bring the Bruins a total 
of 96 points, potentially enough to clinch a playoff spot … Patrice 
Bergeron begins the road tip with a career line of 409-590–999. He’s 
about to be only the fourth player in Black and Gold to reach 1,000 
points, joining Ray Bourque (1,506), John Bucyk (1,339), and Phil 
Esposito (1,012) … The Boston defensemen, led Saturday night by 
Charlie McAvoy’s four assists, have produced 45 points over the first 18 
games. They rolled up a 31–119–150 line last season. 
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Bruins will look to stay hot this week on a two-stop trip to the Sunshine 
State 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated November 20, 2022, 7:57 p.m. 

 

TAMPA — The Bruins haven’t quite qualified to hoist the Stanley Cup 
just yet, despite the amount of entertainment they’ve provided in the first 
six weeks of the season. 

In fact, they have a couple of show-me games on the schedule this week. 

Both losses in the franchise-best start (16-2-0) have come in road games 
against Atlantic Division rivals. The Bruins were a second-place finisher 
in Ottawa’s track meet of a home opener, a 7-5 loss on Oct. 18. They 
also stumbled in a 2-1 loss in Toronto on Nov. 5, a weekend more widely 
remembered for the Mitchell Miller fiasco. 

So here comes two straight-on shots at revamping their division record 
(3-2-0), both in a Sunshine State that was chilly and rainy on Sunday. 

The Lightning and Panthers are waiting to host the Bruins, Monday in 
Tampa and Wednesday in Sunrise. 

Tampa Bay entered the week third in the division, improving to 11-6-1 
after Steven Stamkos’s overtime strike on Saturday against Nashville. 
The win was the Lightning’s fourth straight, the memories of a 1-3-0 start 
fading. 

Like the Bruins, the Lightning have a win over the Panthers, and a star 
wing who is tied for third in scoring. Nikita Kucherov (10-18–28) has been 
just as productive as David Pastrnak (11-17–28) in the early going. 
Kucherov, who banked 20 of his points during an 11-game point streak (6 
goals, 14 assists), has been held without a point in just three of his 18 
games. 

The soft spot, if it can be called that, has been in the net, where all-world 
keeper Andrei Vasilevskiy has been less than his usual self. The 
hardware collector (2019 Vezina Trophy, 2021 Conn Smythe Trophy) 
and backbone of two Stanley Cup teams (2020, 2021) has posted 
pedestrian numbers, entering the week ranked 33rd in goals-against 
average (2.84) and tied for 30th in save percentage (.909). He was tied 
for ninth in wins (7-5-1). 

Tampa Bay’s No. 88 has allowed a few shaky ones, including a straight-
on look from Nashville’s Nino Niederreiter on Saturday, one that snuck 
under him. The goal gave the Predators a 2-1 lead five minutes into the 
third period. A killer deflection from Alex Killorn tied the score, before 
Stamkos finished it in OT with a signature power-play rocket. 

Maybe this is the start of a downward trend for Vasilevskiy. Last year was 
the first time in five years the netminder finished outside the top three in 
the Vezina Trophy voting. He was fifth. 

Actually, this is more plausible: Vasilevskiy and the Lightning aren’t 
mashing the pedal to the floor quite yet. Bet they’ll get up for the Bruins, 
who were eight points clear of second place Toronto (10-5-4) entering 
the week. 

The Panthers (9-7-2), currently licking their wounds, haven’t been able to 
string more than two wins together. They went into Sunday’s game 
against the Blue Jackets on a two-game slide, the product of a dropped 
shootout decision to Jonathan Huberdeau and the Flames at home on 
Saturday night. After losing, 5-3, to bottom-feeding Columbus, the 
Panthers have two days off before Wednesday’s date with the Bruins. 

Matthew Tkachuk has been as good as advertised (ninth in scoring, 7-
17–24), but missing No. 1 blue liner Aaron Ekblad for 11 of the first 14 
games has stressed the Panthers’ defensive depth. Ekblad, who hurt an 

undisclosed part of his lower body in an Oct. 17 loss to Boston, has two 
assists in four games since returning. 

Brandon Montour, who assumed most of Ekblad’s minutes, has been a 
revelation. He is tied with Hampus Lindholm for fifth in scoring by 
defensemen (each had 4-14–18). Montour also was logging a career-
high 25:25 on the Panthers’ back line before he played 23:35 Sunday. 

Two wins this week would see the Bruins creeping closer to the team 
record for wins (57) set by the 1971 edition. 

You don’t have to spend hours combing the NHL’s archives to find 
reasons why that doesn’t necessarily mean much. 

The 2019 Lightning, who tied the NHL record for wins in a season (62-
16-4), were swept by the Blue Jackets in the first round. 

The 2022 Panthers, who won the Presidents’ Trophy (58-18-6), barely 
survived the Capitals in the first round, before the Lightning swept them. 

Long story short: we’ve got a long way to go. 
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Jeremy Swayman eases back into action as Bruins rout Blackhawks to 
tie record for most home wins to open a season 

 

By Ken Powtak Associated Press 

 

Jeremy Swayman returned from a left knee injury to make 17 saves in 
his first start since Oct. 27, David Pastrnak scored two goals, and the 
Bruins tied the NHL record for most consecutive home wins to open a 
season with 11 by beating the Chicago Blackhawks, 6-1, Saturday night 
at TD Garden. 

Patrice Bergeron, Jake DeBrusk, Taylor Hall, and David Krejci also 
scored, and Charlie McAvoy had four assists to help Boston equal the 
season-opening home mark set by the Blackhawks in 1963-64 and 
matched by the Florida Panthers last season. 

It was the sixth straight victory for the Bruins (16-2-0), who improved to 8-
0 against Western Conference teams. Boston hits the road for two 
games this week — against Tampa Bay and Florida — before returning 
home to host Carolina for its annual Black Friday matinee. 

“It’s unfathomable that we were going to have this start,” Boston’s first-
year coach Jim Montgomery said. “So we’re enjoying the ride right now, 
but we know our schedule is getting really hard. It’s nice to be part of the 
record books.” 

Behind a fired-up crowd that broke into numerous chants of “Let’s Go 
Bruins,” Boston jumped to a 2-0 edge early in the second period en route 
to matching its season-high for goals in a game. 

“You can see how close everyone is in this room, how everyone plays for 
each other,” McAvoy said. “We’re pulling from experiences we’ve had so 
far. It’s a great attitude and vibe in the room right now. We’ve just got to 
ride these waves.” 

Jonathan Toews scored a power-play goal for Chicago and Petr Mrazek 
stopped 37 shots. The Blackhawks have lost three straight. 

“I don’t think anyone is lacking a lot of confidence, but when goals start 
going in maybe guys are not making as much of confident plays,” 
Chicago defenseman Connor Murphy said. 

With Boston on the power play, Pastrnak took a cross-ice pass from Brad 
Marchand just inside the right circle and slipped a wrister under the pads 
of Mrazek 4:53 into the game. 
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The Bruins led, 1-0, after one period and it could have been a lot more 
because they outshot Chicago, 15-3, and had a handful of excellent 
close chances. 

Bergeron one-timed McAvoy’s pass inside the left post, making it 2-0 at 
4:28 of the second. Bergeron also had an assist to reach 999 points for 
his career. 

“It’s been great,” Bergeron said. “We’re trying to focus on what brings 
success right now, and be in the moment.” 

Toews, positioned in the slot, tipped Max Domi’s shot into the net for a 
power-play score that sliced it to 2-1 at 10:37 of the second period. 

But DeBrusk and Krejci scored a little over a minute apart late in the 
second, making it 4-1. Pastrnak’s second came midway into the third. 

“Credit to them, they play fast and they capitalize on those chances,” 
Blackhawks defenseman Jarred Tinordi said. “We didn’t take care of the 
puck tonight and it hurt us.” 

Boston Globe LOADED: 11.21.2022 

1259893 Websites 

 

NHL 99: Beyond the myths and clichés, Jonathan Toews was the 
indispensable Blackhawk 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Mark Lazerus 

14-18 minutes 21/11/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

You rolled your eyes when you saw this headline, didn’t you? It’s all right, 
you can admit it. 

You’re braced for another story waxing poetic about the mythical and 
unquantifiable Jonathan Toews, Leader of Men. You’re cringing at the 
thought of Hockey Men fawning all over Toews for his indefinable 
intangibles that inspire other Hockey Men, of another retelling of how he 
willed his teams to championships through sheer defiance and fire, or of 
when the great Sidney Crosby, out of respect for a rival, sought Toews’ 
blessing before being named captain of Team Canada for the Sochi 
Olympics. 

You might even be a little indignant about Toews being here at all, at No. 
65, given some of the names that have come before him on The 
Athletic’s countdown of the greatest players in the modern era. 

Ah, but you forgot. You forgot about the 12 straight 20-goal seasons to 
start his career. You forgot about the way defenders bounced off of him 
as he protected the puck and worked that heavy stride down low. You 
forgot about how critical he was to two Olympic gold medals. You forgot 
the way he carved through piles of snow as skillfully as he carved 
through the Pittsburgh defense at Soldier Field en route to one of the 
prettier goals you’ll see. 

You forgot that, for a few years there, Toews was the second-best player 
in the world, sparking very real conversations across North America 
(well, across Canada, at least) about who you’d rather build a team 
around, Crosby or Toews. 

No, Toews didn’t lead the Blackhawks to their first championship in 49 
years and win the Conn Smythe Trophy through the force of his 
personality. He did it by posting 29 points in 22 playoff games. 

The 2013 Blackhawks weren’t one of the great juggernauts in modern 
hockey history because Toews collected 20 bucks a head and personally 
rented a rink and ran practices during the lockout. They were great 
largely because their No. 1 center had 23 goals and 25 assists in 47 
games, with a ridiculous (and league-leading) 63.35 expected goals-for 
percentage and an even more ridiculous 73.33 actual goals-for 
percentage (outscoring opponents 44-16 when he was on the ice). 

The Blackhawks didn’t rally to win the 2015 Western Conference finals 
against Anaheim just because of Toews’ willpower. They rallied because 
Toews scored five goals over the last four games of the seven-game 
series, including two in the first period of Game 7 to end the suspense 
right away. 

Toews the myth has long since obscured Toews the player. But from 
2009 through 2014, no forward in the league had a higher expected 
goals percentage than Toews’ 59.4. He has 364 career goals and is 
three assists away from 500. All while playing Selke-caliber defense for 
most of his career. 

He’s also the league’s all-time leader in shootout goals, converting 51 
times on 109 shots (seemingly all of them slick five-hole slip-ins), the 
fourth-highest success rate of anyone with at least 50 attempts. He’s in 
the top 10 in faceoffs since the league began keeping track in 1997-98 
with a 57.1 winning percentage. And he was always at his best when the 
games mattered most, posting 45 goals and 74 assists in 137 playoff 
games, and 13 goals and 20 assists in 31 elimination games. 

Never mind the myth-making. Jonathan Toews was really good. 

“Maybe people forget that on the outside,” Patrick Kane said. “But not in 
our locker room.” 

At the peak of his powers, Jonathan Toews was the second-best player 
in the world. No one was touching Sid — hell, no one was even close. 
But Toews was next. 

That’s not because he was Captain Serious and it’s not because he had 
the rings. It’s because he was that good. From 2009 to 2014, there was 
no more consistently complete player than Toews — no one who played 
a better 200-foot game. 

That’s not myth-making, it’s borne from data; better data than what was 
available during Toews’ apex — just the beginning of the analytics boom. 
Looking back at the five-year pinnacle of his career reveals a player who 
was more than worthy of his mythos. 

There’s an argument to be made for a lot of players from that era to be 
second in line behind Crosby. Alex Ovechkin, Evgeni Malkin, Steven 
Stamkos, and the Sedins dominated scoresheets. Pavel Datsyuk, Patrice 
Bergeron and Anze Kopitar were world-class two-way forces. 

There were players who scored more goals and more points. There were 
players who had a bigger impact offensively or a bigger impact 
defensively. Aside from Crosby, there was no one who combined it all 
into one premium package like Toews did during those five years. And 
consistently, too. 

All-in-one stats didn’t really exist at the time, but they do now, and they 
paint a very vivid picture of what Toews’ total value once was. It’s one 
that echoes what many in the game were saying at the time — a thought 
that once received plenty of backlash, but looks spot-on with the benefit 
of hindsight. 

From 2009 to 2014, Toews was worth 18.1 wins. Only Crosby was worth 
more at 18.9. In those five years, Toews averaged 4.4 wins per 82 
games. Again, only Crosby was better at 6.0 wins per 82 games. 

The company Toews is keeping here is incredible. 

What helps Toews’ case is how consistent he was year in and year out 
during his absolute prime — something some of his contemporaries 
lacked. In 2009-10, he played at a 4.3-win pace. In 2010-11, he played at 
a 3.9-win pace. In 2011-12, he played at a 4.1-win pace. In 2013-14, he 
played at a 4.1-win pace. All seasons in which he was right near the very 
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top of the league thanks to his blend of strong production and two-way 
ability. 

It was the lockout-shortened 2012-13 season that really cemented his 
place during that stretch of time. It was Toews’ best season, the year he 
won his only Selke Trophy, and the year he earned his highest finish in 
Hart Trophy voting: fourth. In hindsight, he should’ve been a finalist. 

In 2012-13, Toews scored 48 points in 47 games, his only season as a 
point-per-game player. On top of that, he had a 63-percent expected 
goals rate at five-on-five — a mark that led the league and was the 
highest of his career — and outscored opponents by a whopping 44-15 
margin. At five-on-five, he was a man possessed and that put his total 
value at 3.5 wins in just 47 games. That’s a 6.1-win pace. Only Crosby 
was better at 3.7 wins in 36 games. 

If we’re talking about Toews’s prime, his peak, his pinnacle, his apex — 
that season was the absolute summit of his best years. Naturally, he 
capped it off with a Stanley Cup. A perfect season. 

It’s at the end of that season where Toews’ place in the game’s hierarchy 
was at its loudest and most fervent. He may not have been on Crosby’s 
level, but anyone who said he was the closest one was damn right. He 
was. 

Kane was the flashy one. Kane was “Showtime,” all dekes and dangles 
and spin-o-ramas. They’re inextricably linked in Blackhawks history — 
Toews and Kane, Kane and Toews — but they were immediately slotted 
into distinct roles upon their arrival in the fall of 2007. Kane was the 
offensive star, Toews the two-way force. Kane scored highlight-reel 
goals, Toews killed penalties. Kane made no-look backdoor passes, 
Toews crashed the net and cashed in the loose change. 

But that was by design. Toews played that way because he could play 
that way, and because the Blackhawks needed him to play that way. 
Every team has a few snipers. Not every team could trot out a top line of 
Toews flanked by Marián Hossa and Brandon Saad or Patrick Sharp, a 
couple of three-headed two-way behemoths that simply owned the puck. 

Sometimes, Toews admitted he was a little jealous of the offensive 
freedom Kane had. Deep down, he knew he could be that kind of player 
— or pretty close, at least — if he would cherry-pick just a bit more, cheat 
a bit more, be the first one to break out of the zone a bit more. 

But three championships and a Selke Trophy went a long way toward 
quieting that urge. 

“You appreciate it, right?” Kane said. “I mean, there are different ways of 
playing the game and being successful and producing offense. Even 
short-handed, those guys — Hossa and Tazer played together short-
handed — they were always a threat short-handed, too. Just that down-
low game. Even nowadays when I’m on the ice with him, it’s like, let’s get 
in position. I don’t really like just throwing the puck away, but it’s different 
when it’s him. If you just throw it to him behind the net, he’ll make a play. 
We’ve seen that a lot of times over the years, the different ways to 
produce offense.” 

And Toews did produce. During those peak years from 2009-2014, 
Toews averaged 0.94 points a game at a time when 100-point seasons 
were still a rarity. That tied him with Claude Giroux for the 17th-best 
scoring rate in the league, and was just two-one-hundredths of a point 
out of 11th. At No. 10? Kane. So even if he didn’t have the pizzazz of 
Kane, he was pretty much just as productive. 

Toews, of course, demurs at all of this. In fact, his first reaction to being 
on this list was probably the same as yours. Hell, even back in 2014, he 
literally laughed out loud at the Crosby comparison before a preseason 
game in Pittsburgh. And in typical Toews fashion, he remains unsatisfied 
with one of the best runs any player in modern NHL history has had. 

“I guess so,” he shrugged when asked if that was his best stretch of 
hockey. “I think even in those seasons, I was always pretty disappointed 
with the stats I was putting up in the regular season. But we’d get to the 
playoffs, and things just kind of clicked. I mean, it’s nice to hear those 

comparisons to a guy like Crosby. And obviously, I was pretty effective in 
my own ways. But I don’t know. There were so many great players on 
those teams that we all elevated each other. I mean, when you have who 
we had on the blue line, and I’ve got Brandon Saad and Marián Hossa on 
my wings. … I don’t know, if you want to go ahead and write that, that I 
was in the mix, then sure, go ahead and do it. But I don’t think I ever 
thought of myself that highly in any way.” 

His teammates always did, though. It’s why they put up with his 
histrionics on the bench, whether he was squabbling with Kane in the 
early days over a botched two-on-one or reading his linemates the riot 
act after they got hemmed in their own end too long. In the early days 
and the glory days, Toews was all fire and fury, and he could cross the 
line and push too hard. 

Letting go was never his strong suit. He took the work home with him, 
and he took it back to the bench with him, too. 

“There were games where if we didn’t have the puck and we weren’t in 
the offensive zone controlling the play, that’s when I would just really lose 
it and just completely run out of patience,” Toews said, with a touch of 
embarrassment looking back. “It was just an expectation to have the 
puck, to be heavy on it, to control the play. And eventually, that’s how 
things developed. I figured it was our job to score goals. And how are we 
going to score if we’re not dominant?” 

The one guy he rarely yelled at was Hossa, who carried so much respect 
among the Blackhawks roster. 

“I would give him a little shit once in a while, just unreasonably wanting 
the puck when you’re not even open,” Toews said. “But he was the 
hardest guy to be honest with because you knew he could fire back at 
you with 20 more things.” 

But even Hossa didn’t mind, because he knew the fire that burned within 
Toews was what drove him to such great heights on the ice. 

“He was just a nice guy away from the rink,” Hossa said. “He just wanted 
to win so bad, and sometimes when things were not going well when he 
was younger, when things weren’t coming as he wished all the time, then 
he could get frustrated. But he always meant it well, even when he was 
frustrated.” 

In other words, when you can back it up with your play, you can talk all 
you want. And Toews always backed it up. It’s what made him the 
indispensable Blackhawk. On a team laden with stars, there were always 
other wingers who could fill the net when Kane was out. Niklas 
Hjalmarsson could always step into the top pairing if Brent Seabrook 
missed a game. Corey Crawford had a string of terrific backups in Ray 
Emery, Antti Raanta and Scott Darling. And the Blackhawks routinely 
churned out fourth-line gems, giving them forward depth that was always 
the envy of the league. 

But on the rare occasions Toews was out — particularly when he 
suffered a concussion during the 2011-12 season and ended up playing 
just 59 games — the whole roster seemed to fall apart. Nobody could do 
all the things that Toews could do, let alone do any of them as well as he 
could. 

“Whenever there were games when Tazer was out of our lineup, it just 
seemed like such a big hole,” Kane said. “Like something was missing. 
It’s always been like that with him. You can’t replace him.” 

By now, you’ve probably noticed how much the past tense has been 
used in this story. Toews was the second-best player in the world. Toews 
was a dominant two-way force like few others in the game. Toews was 
as demanding and as commanding a presence as any in Blackhawks 
history. 

It’s true, Toews no longer is the player he once was. The aging curve 
caught Toews earlier than many of his contemporaries, the physical toll 
of his style of play and all those deep playoff runs evident in recent 
seasons. A year away from the game dealing with a debilitating medical 
condition left him a shell of himself when he returned last season. His 
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legs just weren’t there. The energy was missing. That distinct heavy 
stride looked a touch weaker and a lot slower. 

Just two years removed from his best offensive season, a 35-goal, 81-
point 2018-19 campaign, Toews looked, well, he looked cooked. As he 
entered the last year of his contract this season, much of the hockey 
world wondered if he’d just retire rather than allow himself to be traded at 
the deadline. 

But Toews isn’t quite done yet. 

Finally healthy and with a looser personality and a live-in-the-now 
mentality that are the byproducts of that most trying year away from the 
one thing in the world that meant the most to him — hockey — Toews is 
having a throwback season. He’s playing that heavy style of hockey he 
loves so much, making plays below the goal line and shrugging off 
defenders while dominating the puck. He’s been the Blackhawks’ best 
player this season, and it frankly isn’t even close. 

At 34 years old, with the whole hockey world writing him off, he looks like 
Jonathan Toews again. And those who remember the man before he 
became the myth — who remember the tangibles just as well as the 
intangibles — know just how good that is. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: Who won the Matthew Tkachuk trade? Plus a 
new No. 1 

 

Sean McIndoe 

14-18 minutes 21/11/2022 

 

The NHL served up a packed schedule on Saturday, but the most 
irresistible game was one that fans had circled since the summer: the 
meeting between the Flames and Panthers. It was the first time the two 
teams had crossed paths since the jaw-dropping July blockbuster that 
sent Matthew Tkachuk to Florida in exchange for a package that included 
Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar, a prospect and a first-round 
pick. 

It was a fascinating trade when it went down, arguably the single biggest 
blockbuster of the cap era, and it remains so today. Julian McKenzie had 
the definitive story of how it all came together, which you should 
absolutely take time to read if only for the image of an exhausted Brad 
Treliving sitting alone in his office with a beer after it was all over. 

So who won the trade? That’s the argument we’ll be having for a good 
chunk of the next decade because it’s what fans do whether Darryl Sutter 
likes it or not. 

The two teams didn’t help us much on Saturday, playing to a 4-4 tie 
before the Flames won the coin flip in the shootout. But now that we’ve 
seen the two teams in action against each other, let’s see if we can 
organize the arguments on either side of the deal in this week’s bonus 
top five. 

Top five takes on who won the Matthew Tkachuk blockbuster 

5. The Panthers won because they got the best player — Put it this way, 
there’s a reason we’re referring to this deal as “the Matthew Tkachuk 
trade,” and not “the Jonathan Huberdeau, MacKenzie Weegar and 
futures trade.” We’ve all heard the old cliché about how the team that 
gets the best player wins the trade, and that’s Tkachuk. He’s having a 
great first season in Florida, racking up well over a point per game, while 
Huberdeau has been less productive. Tkachuk is also younger, and 
somehow he’s even cheaper. Clear win for Florida. 

4. The Flames won because they got four good-to-great assets for one 
that didn’t want to be there — Be honest, when you first heard what the 
Flames were getting in the Tkachuk trade, you thought it was a hoax. 
Surely somebody had retweeted one of those imposter accounts. After 
all, the rumored returns had been nowhere near that good. But 
somehow, Treliving had managed to get something close to fair value in 
what should have been an impossible situation, if not more. When you’re 
supposed to lose big and you don’t, that’s a win. 

3. Neither team won because look at the standings — Part of what made 
the trade so fascinating was that both teams were legitimate Cup 
contenders. This wasn’t the typical modern blockbuster where one team 
is trying to get better and one is worried about the future. Both of these 
teams were trying to take the next step. But so far, neither has — the 
Flames are still recovering from a seven-game losing streak, while the 
Panthers have gone from Presidents’ Trophy winner to barely .500. 
Sometimes a trade isn’t just about the players involved, but how the 
move affects the entire roster. In this case, the returns aren’t good for 
either team. 

2. Nobody won, at least not yet, because it’s been a month and it’s way 
too early for this kind of ridiculous click-bait premise, you hack — Shut 
up, nobody likes you. 

1. We all won because huge trades are incredibly fun — Yes, there were 
some odd circumstances, including Johnny Gaudreau leaving and 
Tkachuk wanting out. Those weren’t very pleasant for Flames fans, to 
say the least. But stuff happens, and usually in today’s NHL when stuff 
happens then GMs start making excuses. We’ve seen it. We’ve also 
seen very good teams get comfortable and insist on staying the course. 
But the 120-point Panthers and the woe-is-us Flames didn’t choose their 
comfort zones. They went big, and whether it works or not, it gave fans 
around the league something to chew on. It was pretty great at the time, 
it still is to this day, and here’s hoping that it ultimately works out great for 
everyone so that more GMs will consider following suit. 

By the way, the two teams are set for a rematch next week in Calgary, 
which will give Flames fans a chance to welcome Tkachuk back in 
person. I’m sure it will be a heartwarming moment. 

On to this week’s rankings, as we see whether I’m still being stubborn on 
the Devils… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

If you missed it last week, check out this piece by Fluto Shinzawa on the 
death of the slap shot. Really interesting stuff on an under-the-radar 
trend worth knowing about. 

5. New Jersey Devils (15-3-0, +26 true goals differential*) — Yeah, I can’t 
keep them out. They’ve rolled off a dozen straight wins and counting, and 
they’re earning every one of them. They’ve got the Oilers tonight, which 
is a sneaky-great matchup. Connor McDavid against a team that’s 
playing like it’s 20 McDavids, who you got? 

If there’s any objection here, I’m guessing it’s that you think they need to 
be higher. Friday’s rankings sure do, as they had the Devils in the top 
spot on Friday. Again, they’re different rankings with different goals, as 
we’re trying to predict the Cup favorite here and I can’t see a case that 
the Devils top that list yet. But they’re also not some fake success story 
riding percentages and bounces to a winning streak. They’re dominating 
right now. 

Next up: I try to talk myself into the Stars, as I continue my slow-but-sure 
journey to realizing that this whole season is just a reboot of 1999-2000. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-3, +3) — They’ve lost three of four, two of 
which came against the Avalanche. Their last two losses have come with 
loser points, so there’s no panic here, but they do seem to be drifting 
down the rankings. In case you’re wondering, they haven’t faced the 
Devils yet and they won’t until late December, at which point they get 
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them three times in three weeks. Until then, I still have them slightly 
ahead of New Jersey, even if the standings don’t. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (14-4-1, +21) — Saturday’s overtime loss in 
Edmonton feels like a missed opportunity. With both Alberta teams 
looking inconsistent, the Knights have an early chance to pull away in the 
Pacific Devision. Instead, they got to enjoy Mark Stone’s penalty shot 
moves before watching McDavid go all McDavid on them in OT. 

Their next five go Vancouver, Ottawa, Seattle, Vancouver again and 
Columbus, so there’s a chance to bank a lot of points here. Let’s see 
what they do with it. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (10-5-1, +17) — I’ve stuck with the Avalanche as 
my top pick all year, even when their record didn’t agree. I’d argue that 
I’ve been proven right. They had another good week, with an overtime 
win over the Hurricanes and a shutout of the Capitals in which Nathan 
MacKinnon did this: 

And yet, I’m dropping them down to the two-spot for the first time this 
season. And it’s not so much that they’ve lost the top spot so much as 
another team took it from them. 

1. Boston Bruins (16-2-0, +37) — They’ve earned it. They’ve won six 
straight and 13 of 14. And while a win is a win, this isn’t one of those 
streaks where they’re just barely finding a way to bank two points each 
night. They’re dominating teams, outscoring their opponents 24-7 during 
the win streak. They’re healthy, they’re getting Vezina-worthy goaltending 
from Linus Ullmark, and they lead the league in goals scored. They can’t 
continue on this pace, because they’re not the greatest team in the 
history of the NHL, but for now, we don’t have to overthink it. 

The next two weeks are a tough test, with Tampa twice, Colorado twice, 
plus Florida, Carolina and Vegas in their next seven. Maybe that brings 
them back to earth. But until then, I can’t hold out on them any longer. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Washington Capitals — To answer the obvious question, I’m 
putting the Capitals in the top five section mainly out of force of habit. I’ve 
been doing some version of this column for years now, and I can’t 
remember the last time the Capitals made even a cursory appearance in 
the bottom five section. It’s possible that it’s never happened. But let’s 
just say it: Right now, the Capitals are a bad team that’s getting worse. 

They’ve lost four straight, including Saturday’s shutout to the Avalanche, 
and nine of 11. That’s dropped them under .500 in a league that’s 
designed to make it just about impossible for a decent team to be under. 
500, so you do the math. And did we mention that the roster is old, nearly 
capped out, and made the sort of big offseason UFA signing that teams 
typically only chase when they think they’re still contenders? There’s not 
much good news here. 

So what went wrong? Injuries are the first excuse, and unlike most teams 
that break it out, it probably makes sense here. Nicklas Backstrom hasn’t 
played, and while he’s been skating, there’s no guarantee he’ll be back at 
all this season. Tom Wilson is also out, although he should return at 
some point soon. T.J. Oshie has missed a month, John Carlson missed 
time, and Connor Brown might be done for the year. Every team has to 
deal with guys missing time, but the Caps’ list is significant. 

Still, you have to play the hand you’re dealt, and right the Capitals aren’t 
playing it very well. That’s led to some speculation about Peter 
Laviolette’s job security, and you could see a move there. If you wanted 
optimism, you could mention that Darcy Kuemper hasn’t been the 
problem even as he hasn’t exactly been fantastic, Dylan Strome has fit in 
fine, and Alexander Ovechkin is still chugging along at 37. The 
underlying numbers are middling, but they’re not awful in the way that 
would suggest that this thing is completely coming undone, and they’ve 
been trending up lately. There’s reason to believe this team won’t be bad 
all year, especially once they start getting healthy. 

Is that a good thing? For an old team in a year with a loaded draft, maybe 
not. But right now, this team looks like they could miss the playoffs, 
something they’ve done just once in the last 15 seasons. All that success 
can catch up with a contender, and sometimes the window just slams 
shut. That might be happening here, although I’m not willing to call it just 
yet. But next time we mention these guys, it might have to be one section 
down. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

If you missed it last week, be sure to check out my first edition of the 
Tank Index, in which I rank each bad team based on their ability to 
intentionally crash and burn for lottery odds, if that was the sort of things 
that teams do and not just a creation of the media. 

It’s not the same thing as the bottom five, since we’re dealing in far more 
speculation and hypotheticals, but there’s definitely some overlap. If 
you’re a fan of a team that tends to show up in this section, you’ll want to 
keep on eye on the Tank Index as the season goes on. 

5. Vancouver Canucks (6-9-3, -10) — Two straight wins probably saved 
Bruce Boudreau’s job, at least for now. Could they be the start of a streak 
that saves the season? (Checks upcoming schedule and sees Vegas, 
Colorado and Vegas again.) Oof. Well, let’s look on the bright side: If 
they can pull four or five points out of that stretch, it will be hard to write 
them off. 

Also, this was weird, right? 

I kind of love the idea of the NHL having a 15-game night, instead of just 
doing the full 16. 

4. San Jose Sharks (6-11-3, -12) — They’ve got Ottawa tonight, and why 
don’t we just go ahead and say the winner gets Erik Karlsson for the rest 
of the season. Come on, San Jose, live a little. 

3. Columbus Blue Jackets (7-10-1, -23) — They’d strung together points 
in four straight before a blowout loss to the Wings. To their credit, they 
responded well, picking up a win over the Panthers last night. 

By the way, Johnny Gaudreau says he has no regrets about his free 
agency choice, and it’s funny to think about what the reaction would be 
like if he said otherwise. “Yeah man, terrible call by me, have you seen 
how good the Devils are? Not sure what to tell you, I messed up.” 

2. Anaheim Ducks (5-12-1, -31) — They’ve yet to win a game in 
regulation, which is absolutely wild. It’s also getting close to an NHL 
record, one set by the Coyotes a few years ago. Hey, speaking of those 
guys… 

1. Arizona Coyotes (6-9-1, -17) — Well look who’s back. Last week, I 
dropped the Coyotes out of the one-spot, and also ranked them just third 
in the tank index. They apparently took that personally, because they’ve 
lost three straight in regulation and are solidly back in the mix for dead 
last. Did we mention that they’re six games into a 14-game road trip? 
This is starting to feel inevitable again. 

In other news, this week should mark the return of Jakob Chychrun, 
which means there’s a decent chance that it also marks the trading of 
Chychrun. 

Not ranked: Buffalo Sabres — I hate this. And yeah, they should probably 
just be in the bottom five. They almost certainly will be next week. I just 
don’t have it in me to do it to Buffalo fans right now, because they don’t 
deserve to see this all play out again. And yet. 

Let’s get caught up. The Sabres started the year 7-3-0 through their first 
ten, which did two things. First, it made them the feel-good story of the 
first month, and second, it led to everyone making ominous references to 
all the other times the Sabres have started strong and then fallen apart. 
Hey, guess what happened next? Yep… eight straight losses, all in 
regulation, all but one of them by multiple goals. 
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And so here we are, with another season close to being basically over 
before the end of November. Matthew Fairburn gets into some of the 
(many) problems here, including Don Granato’s diagnosis that they’re 
just not trying hard enough. Maybe that’s part of it, but this is also a team 
that just isn’t good enough yet. A lot has gone right so far, including big 
years from Tage Thompson and Rasmus Dahlin and a solid-enough one 
from Craig Anderson, but it’s been nowhere near enough. 

Sorry Sabres fans. I know you were getting used to not seeing this 
column pop up on your team page every Monday. Consider this your fair 
warning that we’re keeping your spot warm. 

By the way, the Sabres play the Devils on Friday in a game that could 
feature a 14-game winning streak against a 10-game losing streak. If so, 
congratulations in advance to the Sabres on their win, because the NHL 
makes no sense. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: How Ducks' Zegras perfected 'The 
Michigan' move 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

November 20, 2022, 1:29 PM 

 

REGINA - Trevor Zegras can’t pinpoint the precise moment he started 
working on the move that immediately caught the attention of those who 
pay attention to the NHL. 

But the highly-skilled Anaheim Ducks centre made it clear during a recent 
visit to Winnipeg that The Michigan was a skill that he’d been working on 
for a long time and took countless hours to perfect before he had the 
confidence to try it in a game. 

“I don’t know. I was still in middle school maybe. Or high school. So at a 
pretty young age,” Zegras told a fellow Winnipeg reporter who was kind 
enough to ask the questions as I got over a recent bout of COVID-19. 
“It’s pretty funny actually. Growing up, we had built an outdoor rink in my 
backyard. It wasn’t big, but it was good enough that I could skate around 
and put the net in the middle and try some of those moves. 

“It took me a while. It probably took me years and years. I was always 
able to do it if I was just standing around in my driveway or on the rink 
that my pops made me and what-not. But I could never do it in a game 
until that game against the Canadiens. That was the first time that I’ve 
done it (in a game).” 

That game against the Montreal Canadiens was back in January of 2022 
and the lacrosse goal he delivered - first made famous by University of 
Michigan Wolverines forward Mike Legg in an NCAA game in 1996 - was 
something that was so impressive, you had to watch it in slow motion to 
believe that it actually happened. 

To be able to scoop up the puck in one motion and basically at full 
speed, cradle it and stuff it in on an unsuspecting goalie not only requires 
an inordinate amount of skill, but also plenty of courage because the act 
leaves the puck handling player in a somewhat vulnerable position to be 
hit - provided the defender anticipates the play might be coming. 

That hasn’t been a deterrent for Zegras, who pulled off another one of 
the remarkable goals earlier this month against the Minnesota Wild, only 
to see the highlight-reel marker taken off the board after a successful 
coach’s challenge for offside. 

Zegras also used a modified version of The Michigan to get the puck 
from behind the goal line out to Sonny Milano for a marker last season, 
just to keep the opposition guessing. 

That lacrosse style motion sparked a revolution for hockey players of all 
ages who now spend countless hours trying to mimic the move Zegras 
made popular. 

Is it strange for Zegras, who is just 21 years old, to have a move that so 
many aspiring players are trying to copy? 

After all, it’s not that long ago Zegras was in a similar position, out in his 
backyard, testing out some of the things that young NHL stars were 
pulling off. 

“I mean, it’s definitely pretty cool. It’s not something that I’m thinking 
about. I was one of those kids that saw something cool and tried to do it,” 
said Zegras, who was the runner-up for the Calder Trophy last season 
after producing 23 goals and 61 points in 75 games. “Like the (Patrick 
Kane) Spin-o-Rama or anything of that stuff. It’s cool to be on the other 
side of that, for sure.” 

Now Zegras isn’t a guy who is known for having just one move, even if it 
is all the rage. 

“We all know he’s a dynamic player,” said Eakins. “This kid can do 
anything with the puck. His vision on the ice is incredible. The thing that’s 
getting lost with him right now is he’s quietly getting much better at things 
that are important to winning the games. A lot of these games in this 
league come down to one moment. It could be a skating pick that gets 
you out of your zone. It could be getting to the net. It could be a fast 
reload (where) you disrupt an odd-man rush. It could be as simple as 
putting the puck down below the goal line when the other team has done 
a good job. 

“We’re seeing him make really good strides in those areas. He’s a guy 
that’s going to have the puck a lot. He’s going to turn over the puck. He 
is. If we’re going to ask Trevor to just come up to the red line and dump it 
in all the time, we’re going to be in big trouble. He’s really getting a good 
gauge on what it takes to not only be a very good player in this league, 
but to have championship habits.” 

Zegras had one of those turnovers on the game-winning goal by 
Winnipeg Jets forward Kyle Connor late in Thursday’s game. 

Connor had applied some pressure down low on the forecheck and 
Zegras was unable to get the puck out of the zone past Jets defenceman 
Neal Pionk. 

This is where Zegras, the emerging leader, stepped up during his post-
game session with reporters. 

“Just tired of losing games like that. We were right in it the whole way. It 
feels like we’ve been on the wrong end of so many of these games. I feel 
for everybody. It’s getting old, for sure,” said Zegras, who has eight goals 
and 16 points in 18 games this season. “We played 59 good minutes. I 
make a bad play on the wall and miss my guy going to the front of the net 
and the game’s over, I would say it’s kind of on me.” 

Accountability is another important quality, especially for an emerging 
star in an organization that’s going through a bit of a changing of the 
guard after former captain Ryan Getzlaf retired at the end of last season. 

Zegras is happy to be in the group of those working to fill the void and 
chart a new path for the franchise. 

“I don’t know. I try not to think about it,” said Zegras. “Obviously, it was 
unbelievable for me to catch a bit of Getzlaf’s career. Growing up, he was 
somebody that when you thought of the Anaheim Ducks, it was Ryan 
Getzlaf. I learned a lot from him. 

“Guys have got to step up and be leaders. Obviously, he had played a 
big role on this team. He did it all for us. Us young guys tried to learn as 
much as we can from him and then go from there. We’ve added a bunch 
of guys from last year that are tremendous hockey players. Those guys 
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all bring their own playbook and stuff to learn from. Constant growth, like 
you said.” 

On Saturday morning, Jets head coach Rick Bowness announced that 
forward Nikolaj Ehlers would require surgery for a sports hernia and 
would be sidelined indefinitely. 

Ehlers has been limited to two games this season and hasn’t played 
since Oct. 17, missing 13 games and counting. 

Although it’s going to take a while before his timetable to return is clearer, 
Ehlers won’t be back until at least the new year and while the team has 
done a nice job of stepping up in his absence, the Jets are now down 
three Top-9 forwards long term. 

That’s an awfully big burden to carry and while the Jets have done a nice 
job when it comes to improving their structure, goal scoring hasn’t come 
easily this season. 

Of course, that’s a natural development when a team is working on its 
commitment without the puck but right now the Jets are tied with the St. 
Louis Blues for 22nd in the NHL in goals per game (2.88, which is 46 in 
16 games). 

When you consider the Jets have a surplus of defencemen in the system 
right now, it stands to reason that Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff is likely 
working the phones looking for a deal that makes sense. 

Complicating matters somewhat is that defenceman Dylan DeMelo 
missed the past two games with what is being called a minor upper-body 
injury and Logan Stanley remains on IR with a foot issue. 

Thanks to a 10-5-1 start that has them right in the thick of things in the 
Central Division standings, making a move for a forward doesn’t need to 
happen immediately but it remains a priority. 

WHEELER SENDS HIS BEST 

Longtime Jets right-winger Blake Wheeler was asked for his thoughts on 
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers pursuit of a third consecutive Grey Cup in 
Regina and you could tell he’s been paying attention to what head coach 
Mike O’Shea, general manager Kyle Walters and CEO Wade Miller have 
built. 

“Incredible accomplishment. I’ve heard a little bit about some of the 
principles that they have, the type of culture they’ve built over there,” 
Wheeler told reporters. “It’s really impressive any time you’re able to 
compete for a championship, let alone three in a row. It’s a real 
testament to what you’ve built over there. We’re certainly big fans of 
theirs and will be cheering for them.” 

Following Saturday’s 3-0 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins, Bowness also 
sent his well wishes to O’Shea and the Blue Bombers as he closed out 
his session with reporters. 

RAPID FIRE 

If you’re looking for further proof that not every long losing skid requires a 
coaching change, look no further than the St. Louis Blues. After opening 
the campaign 3-0, the Blues dropped eight consecutive games in 
regulation, only to respond by rattling off six victories in a row to jump 
back into a wild card spot going into Sunday’s action. Prior to getting 
things turned around, the Blues had fallen 11 points out of first place in 
the Central and are now within six points. Such is life in the topsy turvy 
NHL, where that line between winning and losing remains razor 
thin…Staying in the Central, Dallas Stars forward Jason Robertson 
continues to ride the wave, extending his point streak to 11 games on 
Saturday against the New York Islanders. Robertson has accumulated 
10 goals and 20 points during the streak and is sixth in NHL scoring, 
seven points behind Edmonton Oilers captain Connor McDavid. 
Speaking of McDavid, how about the explosive move through the neutral 
zone and nifty move to flip the puck over the glove of Vegas Golden 
Knights goalie Adin Hill? McDavid is up to 16 goals on the season and 
continues to lead the NHL in that category…Over to the masked men, 
some folks thought the Colorado Avalanche were taking a bit of a risk in 

making a trade with the New York Rangers to bring in Alexandar 
Georgiev to replace Darcy Kuemper, who signed with the Washington 
Capitals as an unrestricted free agent after helping the Avalanche win the 
Stanley Cup in June. While it’s still early, it looks like it was an astute 
pickup by Joe Sakic and Chris MacFarland. Georgiev had a 32-save 
shutout on Saturday as he improved to 8-2-1 on the season, lowering his 
goals-against average to 2.45 while raising his save percentage to .930 - 
which leaves him tied for third in the NHL in that category. Georgiev is 
also seventh in the NHL in goals saved above expected, according to 
MoneyPuck. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lazar finally gets to experience winning with Canucks as 
key part of fourth line 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

November 20, 2022, 9:12 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – Curtis Lazar knew, logically, he was not responsible for 
the Vancouver Canucks losing their first seven games. And yet, it was 
only when he left the lineup on Oct. 27 with a hand injury, that the team 
won a few. 

“Everyone's a little superstitious, right?” Lazar said after practising 
Sunday. “You've got these funky stats here and there. Everyone wants to 
be part of the solution; you don't want to be known as being part of the 
problem. So a little bit, it’s in the back of your mind.” 

Not anymore. 

In the eighth game since signing a three-year contract in July to return 
home to British Columbia and play for the Canucks, Lazar was finally part 
of a Vancouver win on Friday when his team beat the Los Angeles Kings 
4-1 at Rogers Arena. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

In his first game back from injury, Lazar led Vancouver with seven hits, 
including a second-period bone-rattler on Kings defenceman Sean 
Walker, whose retaliatory cross-check led to Brock Boeser’s power-play 
goal that helped speed the Canucks towards a second straight win. 

They’ll make it a season-high winning streak if they beat the Vegas 
Golden Knights Monday at home. 

“My first win as a Canuck,” Lazar, the 27-year-old from Vernon, smiled. 
“It was a long time coming. Honestly, every game is going to be special 
just because I have that connection (to the team). I had my parents and 
my grandparents come down for the game, which was special. Playing 
elsewhere, my grandparents are getting older and it was not that easy for 
them to kind of travel around. So for them to hop in the car and come 
down and see a game live, it was pretty cool.” 

A 17th-overall draft pick of the Ottawa Senators in 2013, Lazar took 
years to establish himself in the NHL by figuring out how to play near the 
bottom of the lineup instead of at the top. The Canucks are his fifth NHL 
team. 

General manager Patrik Allvin signed him as a free agent to give the 
Canucks some backbone and depth at centre, more experience and grit 
and some penalty-killing know-how. With the Canucks desperate to build 
a winning culture, management hoped Lazar would bring some with him 
from the Boston Bruins. 
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And then he got hurt. The start to this season was a worst-case scenario 
for both the Canucks and Lazar, who injured his hand in Game 2 but 
played five more after before the medical staff pulled him out of the 
lineup. 

The Canucks were 0-5-2 in Lazar’s first seven games. And although the 
forward contributed one goal from the fourth line and Vancouver had a 4-
1 advantage with him on the ice at five-on-five, the penalty-killing 
cratered and Lazar’s possession numbers were buffered only by the 
highest on-ice save percentage on the team. 

But Lazar said that only made it harder to leave the lineup. 

“I pride myself on playing through stuff,” he said. “I probably would have 
played through this unless the doctors told me not to. 

“You're new to the team, and the role that I play, especially early in the 
year, it's a chance to kind of set that tone and find your identity and start 
building that culture from within, like: This is how we're going to play. I 
take a lot of pride in that, so sitting was tough. Especially, going through 
that losing streak to start, I don't want to be a guy that when things get 
tough, I'm out. I want to be there. I want to be part of the solution and just 
kind of dig in and work through it. I mean, that's just life. So I was very 
anxious to get back in and get that opportunity. I want to show that I do 
have a role on this team; I can mean a lot to it. And I think the first game 
back was a good step.” 

Lazar played right wing on the fourth line with Dakota Joshua and centre 
Nils Aman, whose emergence as an everyday checking centre as a lean, 
22-year-old rookie from Sweden has been one of the few positive stories 
in the Canucks’ first quarter. 

The trio had a solid game. Joshua contributed four hits, Aman won five of 
nine faceoffs, the line spent several shifts in the offensive zone and did 
not get scored against. 

“At the start of the second, we were being held in our zone a bit,” coach 
Bruce Boudreau said. “And Curtis talked to those guys -- 'we need a big 
shift' -- and he went out and had a big hit and it sort of turned things 
around for the second period. And that's the kind of the things they do. 

“When somebody like him comes back in the lineup, you put him in 
because... he knows not only his role, but he knows what it takes to win. 
And he goes out and he does it. And you just hope that if there's anybody 
not on that train, he brings them along with him.” 

Lazar knew what he was getting into in the market when he jumped at 
the chance to come home. The Canucks have spent their first 18 games 
(6-9-3) in crisis or near it. There is constant conjecture about Boudreau’s 
future, some of it fueled by hockey operations president Jim Rutherford’s 
criticism of the Canucks’ structure and culture. 

“I'm enough of a veteran now where I've kind of seen a few things and 
you kind of get the hang of it,” Lazar said. “As players, you can't really 
look too far into it. If we do our job, nothing else matters. Teams always 
talk about keeping things internal; that's very important. But you string a 
few wins together and all of a sudden that outside noise is a little less.” 

The Canucks practised Sunday with the same forward lines and defence 
pairings that played Friday. 

Vasily Podkolzin, scratched against the Kings, could replace Nils 
Hoglander on a line with Sheldon Dries and Brock Boeser. But it appears 
Kyle Burroughs will again be an extra defenceman against Vegas. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Nick Suzuki is a game-changing talent not 
seen by fans in a generation 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

November 20, 2022, 1:25 PM 

 

MONTREAL — There’s an entire generation of Canadiens fans who 
have never seen a player like Nick Suzuki on their team until now. 

They’ve been begging for a superstar like him for decades — a bona fide 
top centre who can take over a game and come as close as hockey 
allows a player to win one on his own — and now they have him locked 
into an eight-year deal with a $7.87-million annual salary that will prove to 
be an incredible bargain if he continues doing what he’s been doing since 
this season started. 

What Suzuki did in his 25 minutes of ice-time on Saturday night — 
posting two assists (for his seventh multi-point performance in his last 10 
games) and a goal in the shootout — was one thing. How he did it is 
what makes him the most exciting centre the Canadiens have had since 
wireless internet became widely available. 

Take a look at the video below, but don’t just watch the start of it. It first 
shows the brilliant play Suzuki made to set Mike Matheson up with a goal 
in his Canadiens debut, but it’s worth continuing to the 25-second mark 
so you can get a glimpse of the genesis of that play. 

That’s when Suzuki, who’s in front of the Flyers’ net, reads that linemate 
Kirby Dach is about to win his battle for the puck and rim it back down 
low on the cycle. As Suzuki is in the process of beating his man to the 
puck, his angling enables him to see Cole Caufield in his periphery, and 
he takes no time to decide what he’s going to do next. 

The 23-year-old shifts from picking up the puck on his forehand and 
continuing the cycle towards Dach, to reversing, scooping it up with his 
backhand and, in one motion, snapping a perfect, tape-to-tape pass 
through Travis Sanheim’s skates and onto Caufield’s stick for a scoring 
chance the 21-year-old typically buries with his eyes closed. 

Caufield made a good move and missed, but then he forced a turnover 
from the Flyers, eventually leading to an even nicer pass from Suzuki to 
Matheson and a goal that absolutely needed to be scored to give the 
Suzuki and Caufield a chance to connect on a much more dramatic one 
later in the game. 

Without Caufield’s elite shooting ability, the goal to make it 4-4 with three 
seconds remaining in regulation can’t happen. 

But it definitely doesn’t happen if Suzuki — who has 11 goals and 12 
assists in 18 games and is on pace to produce 105 points this season — 
has not proven to be nearly as lethal a shooting threat as he is a passing 
threat. If he doesn’t shoot earlier in the sequence and then force the 
Flyers to respect his shot again by making it seem like he’s uncorking it 
before firing this bullet pass over to Caufield to one-time, this game ends 
as a loss for Montreal in regulation. 

But Suzuki, whose star has been rising ever since he was drafted 13th 
overall by the Vegas Golden Knights in 2017, has reached a new level. 
His star is now shooting, making him dynamic enough to ritually execute 
these plays at this level. 

“Deception is a big part of the game, and Suzy has a lot of deception 
coming down that wall,” Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said to 
reporters after the game. “If you look at his shootout move, there’s a lot 
of deception in his shootout move. 

“(But) when he comes down the wall on the right side (like he did at the 
end of regulation), he shoots some of those … He sells the shot and he 
moves it, but sometimes he sells the shot and shoots it. It’s unpredictable 
sometimes for the opponent, and that’s hard.” 

Suzuki’s ability to make things hard on his opponents has become 
appointment viewing. Especially for Canadiens fans, since so many of 
them have never seen a centre of his ability play for their team. 
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Heck, the last forward that came close to bringing them out of their seats 
as much was Alex Kovalev, and though Kovalev was the last one to 
produce more than a point per game in a Canadiens uniform over a 
season (84 points in 2007-08), not even he did what Suzuki’s doing right 
now. 

Suzuki currently ranks 10th in the NHL in points and has a real chance of 
becoming the first Canadiens player to finish that high since Mats 
Naslund in 1986. 

Even if Suzuki doesn’t, he’s putting on a show every night in his first 
season after being named the youngest captain in team history. He’s 
giving an entire segment of Canadiens fans something they’ve wanted 
since they began watching this team. 
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