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Recap: Canes Crazy Comeback Bid Earns Them A Point In Winnipeg 

By Walt Ruff 

WINNIPEG, MB. - It was not without drama, but the Carolina 
Hurricanes dropped a third straight contest in overtime on 
Monday, falling to the Winnipeg Jets by a score of 4-3. 
The Story 
Wrapping up a two-game road trip against a pair of Central 
Division teams, Rod Brind'Amour and staff turned to rookie 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov for a second consecutive 
contest.  
The 23-year-old played well despite Saturday's overtime 
defeat in Minnesota, allowing just two goals on 21 shots in 
his first loss of any kind in his NHL career. 
Tonight Carolina controlled the majority of the opening 
frame, but Winnipeg spun the momentum when they earned 
the game's first goal. A lengthy possession in the Jets end 
for the Canes concluded with an intercepted pass and a 
breakaway from his own blue line for Pierre-Luc Dubois. The 
former first round pick beat Kochetkov to give his team a first 
period lead. 
In the second Winnipeg cashed in again after the visitors got 
too cute with the puck in their attacking end. Picked off the 
stick of Andrei Svechnikov, the Jets went the other way and 
created a chance that led to a rebound for Mikey Eyssimont's 
first NHL goal. 
Taking a 2-0 advantage into the third the home side 
extended their lead to a trio, seemingly taking the Canes 
completely out of the contest. 
Then the borderline unthinkable happened. 
Carolina's coaching staff elected to pull Kochetkov in favor of 
the extra attacker with just under six minutes to go in the 
contest and their offense came alive. 
First, a shot from the point by Jaccob Slavin made it's way by 
a screening Seth Jarvis and then David Rittich to get 
Carolina on the board. 
Providing a slight pulse for the group the team kept the foot 
on the gas and then made things real interesting. With 
Kochetkov on the bench again, 1:50 later another shot from 
the point, this one from Brent Burns, was redirected in the 
slot by Svechnikov to make it a 3-2 contest. 
With the Jets on their heels completely, Carolina completed 
the comeback with just 38.8 seconds on the clock. Earning 
himself some time and space in the offensive zone with the 

extra attacker on once more, Martin Necas tried to emulate 
the success of Slavin and Burns' shots from the point. It 
worked to perfection. A routine-looking attempt made its way 
through traffic and once again by Rittich, giving Carolina 
three goals in 4:09 to force overtime. 
Sebastian Aho earned a helper on all three goals, 
contributing in a big way to a third consecutive game with a 
point for the Canes. 
The home crowd was stunned and despite one more push 
from the visitors in the three-on-three, Jets defenseman Josh 
Morrissey worked in all alone on Kochetkov to get his team's 
third breakaway goal of the night and the victory. 
They Said It 
Rod Brind'Amour's initial thoughts, post-game... 
"Just a crazy game. You never know [what could happen]. I 
love how we were out of that game in the third and then the 
guys just kind of dug in. Give the guys credit for not giving 
up. We love a specialty point at the end, but the fact that we 
were able to come back spoke a lot about our group and I'm 
proud of that. You don't want get down by three, but it's good 
that we didn't give up." 
Brind'Amour continuining on when the conversation started 
to come up about pulling Kochetkov... 
"We had nothing to lose at that point. We weren't generating 
any offense in the third, so we had nothing to lose. It 
would've been a little different if we were pumping them with 
shots. We got one and it gave us life. Then we were able to 
tie it up." 
Brind'Amour on what led to the team's struggles in the first 
55 minutes of play... 
"[They] were blowing the zone and we didn't go with them. 
It's that simple. It's just blown coverage. We were getting a 
little too aggressive. We want to encourage the offensive part 
of things from our defensemen, but you can't have both 
going down. A turnover at the hashmarks can't turn into a 
breakaway. Too aggressive, but I love the intent. We're 
trying to score goals and create offense, we just have to be a 
little bit smarter than that." 
What's Next? 
The team is scheduled to travel back to Raleigh post-game 
and have an off day on Tuesday. They'll return to game 
action Wednesday at PNC Arena against the Arizona 
Coyotes. 
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Morrissey, Jets recover for OT victory against Hurricanes 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Josh Morrissey scored his second goal of the game at 2:10 
of overtime, and the Winnipeg Jets recovered for a 4-3 win 
against the Carolina Hurricanes at Canada Life Centre in 
Winnipeg on Monday. 
Morrissey won it on a breakaway off a stretch pass from 
Pierre-Luc Dubois after the Hurricanes scored three goals in 
the final 4:48 of the third period to tie it. 
"We were able to create a turnover and control the puck," 
Morrissey said. "I just took off when one of their guys 
changed. [Dubois] made a great heads-up pass. Just saw a 
hole and tried to shoot. I wasn't going to get too fancy." 
Jaccob Slavin scored on a wrist shot from the left point at 
15:12 to make it 3-1, Andrei Svechnikov deflected a shot by 
Brent Burns to cut it to 3-2 at 16:52, and Martin Necas tied it 
with 39 seconds left. 
The Hurricanes scored all three of their goals with goalie 
Pyotr Kochetkov pulled for an extra attacker. 
"There wasn't much going on 5-on-5, and it changed the 
momentum a little bit." Necas said. "We got a nice goal from 
[Slavin] and we just played the same way and got a couple 
more goals, which was just huge." 
Dubois had a goal and two assists, and Michael Eyssimont 
scored his first NHL goal for the Jets (11-5-1), who have won 
three of their past four games. David Rittich made 25 saves. 
Sebastian Aho had three assists for the Hurricanes (10-5-4), 
who have lost three straight in overtime. Kochetkov made 19 
saves. 
"It's a crazy game, number one. You just never know," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We were out of that 
game in the third, and they just kind of dug in just said, 'Let's 
go.' I give the guys credit for not giving up. You don't want to 
get down three, but it was good that we didn't give up." 

Dubois gave Winnipeg a 1-0 lead on a breakaway at 18:34 of 
the first period after a pass from Blake Wheeler. 
Eyessimont's first NHL goal made it 2-0 at 6:44 of the 
second period. After Kochetkov stopped David Gustafsson 
on a breakaway, the 26-year-old forward finished on the 
rebound from the right hash marks. 
"It was a one-knee drop on my forehand," Eyssimont said. "I 
had quite a bit of net to shoot at, and there were some 
bodies flying around the net. I just had to tap it in." 
Morrissey gave the Jets a 3-0 lead at 3:56 of the third period 
when he picked up a drop pass from Wheeler inside the 
offensive zone, drove the net and scored on a wrist shot. 
"We were really good, we didn't give them much," Rittich 
said. "That's what we've talked about since [training] camp: 
to be resilient, to work hard, to play 60 minutes, to do right 
things at right times, which we're doing." 
Winnipeg coach Rick Bowness gave his team credit for 
working through Carolina's late comeback. 
"We'll focus on the really good 55 minutes that we played, 
and we will figure out what we could have done better in the 
last couple," Bowness said. "Again, give our guys credit. 
Perseverance. You stay and fight." 
NOTES: The Jets were 2-for-2 on the penalty kill and are 22-
for-23 (95.6 percent) in their past 10 games. ... Morrissey's 
two-goal game was his first in the NHL (440 games). … 
Winnipeg defenseman Ville Heinola had one blocked shot in 
11:48 in his first NHL game of the season. The 21-year-old, 
who was selected in the first round (No. 20) of the 2019 NHL 
Draft, was recalled from Manitoba of the American Hockey 
League on Nov. 16. … The Hurricanes are 0-for-16 on the 
power play in the past five games. … Kochetkov is 5-0-2 in 
seven regular-season NHL games (six starts). 
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Coyotes take on the Hurricanes after Bjugstad’s 2-goal performance 

Arizona Coyotes (6-8-1, eighth in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) 
Raleigh, North Carolina; Wednesday, 7 p.m. EST 
BOTTOM LINE: The Arizona Coyotes visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Nick Bjugstad scored two goals in the 
Coyotes’ 4-3 shootout loss to the Nashville Predators. 
Carolina is 10-5-1 overall and 4-2-1 in home games. The 
Hurricanes are 8-1-1 when scoring three or more goals. 
Arizona is 6-8-1 overall and 5-7-1 on the road. The Coyotes 
have a 1-5-2 record in games their opponents serve fewer 
penalty minutes. 
The teams meet Wednesday for the third time this season. 
The Hurricanes won 5-3 in the previous matchup. 
TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov has 12 goals and 
six assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has scored five 
goals and added seven assists over the last 10 games. 

Clayton Keller has seven goals and 11 assists for the 
Coyotes. Lawson Crouse has five goals over the last 10 
games. 
LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 4-3-3, averaging 2.6 goals, 
4.3 assists, 3.6 penalties and 7.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game. 
Coyotes: 4-5-1, averaging 2.3 goals, 4.1 assists, 5.4 
penalties and 11.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.9 goals 
per game. 
INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo 
Teravainen: out (upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
Coyotes: Andrew Ladd: out (undisclosed). 
The Associated Press created this story using technology 
provided by Data Skrive and data from Sportradar. 

 
 
 
Morrissey’s 2nd goal of game lifts Jets past Canes in OT 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) — Josh Morrissey’s second goal 
of the game came 2:10 into overtime, giving the Winnipeg 
Jets a 4-3 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday 
night. 
The Jets were ahead 3-0 before the Hurricanes scored three 
goals in the final 4:48 of the third period, two after pulling 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov for the extra attacker with 5:33 
remaining. 
Pierre-Luc Dubois had a goal and two assists and Michael 
Eyssimont had his first NHL goal for the Jets. Blake Wheeler 
had two assists. 
David Rittich made 26 saves in his fourth start for Winnipeg. 
He has won his last three starts. 
Jaccob Slavin, Andrei Svehnikov and Martin Necas scored 
for the Hurricanes, who are on a four-game point streak (1-0-
3). Carolina lost for the third straight game in overtime. 
Sebastian Aho added three assists. 
Kochetkov made consecutive starts for Carolina for the first 
time and stopped 19 of the 23 shots he faced. 
Dubois opened the scoring with 1:26 remaining in the first 
after he was sprung by a long pass from Blake Wheeler. 
Dubois went in alone on Kochetkov and beat him with a low 
shot. 
Eyssimont made it 2-0 at 6:44 of the second after he 
capitalized on teammate David Gustafsson’s breakaway. 

Gustafsson’s shot bounced off Kochetkov and Eyssimont got 
the rebound and scored in his fourth career NHL game. 
Winnipeg had a two-man advantage for 1:22 midway through 
the second, but Kochetkov made a quick glove save on Mark 
Scheifele. 
The Jets looked to be heading for a shutout when Carolina 
pulled Kochetkov with 5:33 remaining in the third. Slavin 
scored with the extra attacker at 15:12, Svechnikov added 
his goal at 16:52 and Necas tied it up at 19:21. 
NOTES 
Winnipeg forward Cole Perfetti picked up an assist. Heading 
into the game, he was tied for sixth in NHL rookie scoring 
with eight points in 16 games. He now has nine in 17 games 
(three goals, six assists). … Winnipeg defenseman Ville 
Heinola made his season debut. … Carolina forward Paul 
Statsny got big cheers from the crowd when he was shown 
on the visitors’ bench. Statsny played 146 regular-season 
games for the Jets before signing with the Hurricanes in the 
offseason. 
UP NEXT 
Carolina: Host Arizona on Wednesday. 
Winnipeg: At Minnesota on Wednesday in the first of a three-
game trip. 
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Jets survive in OT thriller over Hurricanes 

By Scott Billeck

The sense of relief for the Winnipeg Jets happened the 
moment Josh Morrissey sniped the breakaway winner in 
overtime at Canada Life Centre on Monday night. 
Morrissey’s winner, his third goal team-leading 18th point of 
the season, saved his team’s blushes and even one of his 
own. 
The comfort was such that even a little jest could make its 
way into the room post-game. 
“He shouldn’t have screened the first one, but good job 
buddy,” said Jets backup David Rittich when asked what he 
said to Morrissey in the immediate aftermath of Winnipeg’s 
4-3 win over the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Morrissey’s third marker of the year rescued an epic collapse 
from turning into the ultimate one. 
And he was quick to admit Rittich was right about that first of 
Carolina’s comeback. 
“Yeah, I got in his way,” he said. “I tried to block it. I don’t 
know how it got through me but yeah, I guess I did.” 
All is well and good when you win. 
For 55 minutes of the game, the Jets played a near-perfect 
game against one of the toughest teams to do so in the NHL. 
They made amends for almost all of their mishaps that led to 
a 3-0 loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins two nights earlier, 
stifling Carolina’s high-volume, shoot-first offence and terrific 
neutral zone defence. 
But as Hurricanes’ head coach Rod Brind’Amour pulled 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov with about 5:30 remaining in the 
third, Winnipeg’s wheels began to fall off, and their hard-
earned three-goal was about to fall away from them in a 
span of 4:09. 
Bang, bang and bang. 
Jaccob Slavin potted the first at 15:12 with Kochetov on the 
bench. A minute and forty seconds later, Andrei Svechnikov 
did the same, tipping a shot home with Carolina operating 
with six skaters and their net empty. And then with 39 
seconds left in regulation, Martin Necas fired a seeing-eye 
shot from the point that beat Rittich for a third time with 
Carolina’s starter parked with his teammates on the bench. 
A stunning reversal, and a 3-3 scoreline. One could argue 
the buzzer to end the third period saved the Jets, giving them 
just enough time to wake themselves from the nightmare. 
Despite the shutout going up in smoke before his very eyes, 
Rittich knew what he had to do. In the moment, he said his 
thoughts weren’t meant for the media. Too many four-letter 
words, he admitted. 
But keeping his head about him? 
“Did you watch the game? Did you see how those guys 
worked hard for me?” he said. “It’s pretty easy to work hard 
and do your job. Pretty easy to stick with the game and help 
them out.” 
For the rest of the bench, leadership took over — from the 
eldest to the youngest. 
“Before we hopped on to start overtime, Mikey Eyssimont 
and Dylan Samberg were saying, ‘Let’s go boys, let’s get this 

one,'” Morrissey said. “Two young guys with not that many 
games experience so that kind of shows the calm on our 
bench. 
“Obviously, we don’t want to be in that situation but from 
older players, coaches, to guys with a handful of games, we 
never wavered. Although it’s not a situation, as I said, that 
you want to try to build off of, I think it’s a situation where we 
can… Hopefully, we don’t get in that situation but be calm in 
a place where they’re kind of all over us.” 
Whatever was said or left unspoken, Winnipeg showed the 
resilience of a team that’s now 11-5-1 on the season. 
Morrissey’s game-winner, a breakaway sprung by Pierre-Luc 
Dubois — who had himself a three-point night — came 2:10 
into the extra frame and was his second of the evening. 
Prior to the mayhem, the Jets had built themselves a 
seemingly insurmountable lead, given the way they were 
able to force Carolina into submission. 
Dubois’ eighth of the season came on a breakaway as well, 
lead on by a Blake Wheeler pass at 18:34 of the first period. 
Elation poured throughout the building when Mikey 
Eyssimont dropped to one knee, banging home his first 
career NHL goal at 6:44 of the middle frame to push 
Winnipeg’s advantage to 2-0. 
“I’ve visualized it for my whole life, so to finally get it, you 
never know how it’s going to happen,” Eyssimont said. 
“You’ve just got to be opportunistic, I guess. My linemates 
helped me out a lot tonight, making it happen.” 
The puck is getting framed, if you were curious. 
And Morrissey’s first of the night would come inside the first 
five minutes of the third, rifling in Wheeler’s drop pass from 
the hash marks at 3:56 into the third to make it 3-0. 
Jets head coach Rick Bowness was quick to praise 
Morrissey post-game, suggesting that when the 67-year-old 
was in Dallas, they focused their pre-game attention on 
Winnipeg’s top blue-liner. 
“At the end of the season, and this is what I told him, when 
there’s a discussion of who the top 10 D are for the Norris 
Trophy voting, I want to see his name in there,” Bowness 
said. “And he’s taken great pride in that.” 
Rittich was having a sensational start between the pipes 
prior to Carolina’s late flurry. He finished with 24 saves to 
improve his record to 3-1-0 as Connor Hellebuyck’s 
understudy. 
Kochetkov stopped 19 in the loss. 
Both teams combined to go 0-for-5 on the power play, with 
Winnipeg stopping both of Carolina’s attempts. The Jets 
have allowed just two goals on their opponents’ last 29 
attempts over their past 11 games, a 93% shutdown rate. 
The Jets finished 2-1-0 on their three-game homestand and 
embark on a three-game stint in the Central Division, 
beginning with the date with the Minnesota Wild at Xcel 
Energy Center on Wednesday. 
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After ‘wasting’ a game, Hurricanes try to turn page vs. Jets 
By Field Level Media 

Most of the time, regardless of the result, the Carolina 
Hurricanes put a positive spin on how they've played. 
That was far from the case their last time out, after a rare 
lackluster outing in a 2-1 overtime loss at Minnesota. 
The Hurricanes will try to put the memory of that game 
behind themwhen they take the ice Monday night against the 
host Winnipeg Jets. 
"The fact that we got a point out of that game is a miracle in 
my opinion," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We 
were god-awful. When you have two or three guys playing 
and the rest were just going through the motions, that's what 
you get." 
Brind'Amour might have a decision to make regarding 
goaltending. Pyotr Kochetkov has been strong since arriving 
from AHL affiliate Chicago because of an injury to top 
netminder Frederik Andersen. 
Generally, the Hurricanes have rotated Antti Raanta and 
Kochetkov, so Monday would be Raanta's turn. 
Of more concern for Brind'Amour will be his skaters. The 
coach is not likely to stand idly by if the Hurricanes produce 
another subpar outing. 
"That's what you get in this league if you don't have 20 guys 
(going strong)," Brind'Amour said after Carolina mustered 21 
shots on goal and went 0-for-2 on the power play. "I hate 
wasting a game. That's what we did. Turn the page." 
The Hurricanes will aim to revive their aggressiveness. 
"Sitting back wasn't the greatest game plan," captain Jordan 
Staal said. 

Despite the poor outing, the Hurricanes have created a 
reputation as a relentless team that puts opponents on 
notice. The Jets will be ready for that as they wrap up a 
three-game homestand. 
"We're looking forward to that challenge," Jets center Adam 
Lowry said. "We know they have a lot of speed, they defend 
really well. They kind of roll all four lines and they come at 
you. It's going to be a great test for us." 
The Jets have won eight of their last 11 and lost for just the 
second time this month on Saturday night. Yet compared to 
the Hurricanes, there was a different perspective from the 
Jets after the 3-0 setback to Pittsburgh. 
"You have nights it just doesn't go in," Winnipeg coach Rick 
Bowness said. "That's hockey. If we weren't getting those 
chances, we'd be upset. We had enough chances to score." 
The Jets had a five-game home-ice winning streak snapped. 
Saturday also marked the first time they had been blanked 
this season. 
Jets winger Nikolaj Ehlers will have surgery for a sports 
hernia in the coming days, a development announced during 
the weekend. It allows the Jets to add a short-term 
replacement to their roster rather than wondering when 
Ehlers, who hasn't played since the second game of the 
season, might return. 
"It was slower progress (than we anticipated), but we didn't 
push it and we gave it a little extra time, hoping to try and 
avoid this (surgery)," Bowness said. "So it came to this." 
Ehlers scored 20 or more goals for Winnipeg in each of the 
past six seasons. He had 28 goals and 27 assists in 62 
games last year. 
--Field Level Media 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 22, 2022 

 

 
Massive comeback steals point for Canes, who fall in OT in Winnipeg 
By Alec Sawyer 

After 50 minutes of hockey Monday night in Winnipeg, the 
Canes looked dead in the water.  
Carolina trailed the Jets 3-0 in Canada Centre in what had 
been an overwhelmingly lackluster effort for the visitors, as 
the Jets controlled the game against a Canes team that 
looked like it would never score a goal again.  
But then Rod Brind’Amour pulled Pyotr Kochetkov with five 
minutes left in the game, and all hell broke loose. Jaccob 
Slavin pulled one back for the Canes almost immediately. A 
minute and 40 seconds later, with the net empty again, 
Andrei Svechnikov tipped one in to make it 3-2. Then with 
just 38 seconds left in the game — and the net empty once 
again — Martin Necas rifled one in to earn the Canes a point 
and force overtime.  
And in the extra period of hockey, Josh Morissey got out on 
the break and scored his second goal of the game to give the 
Jets the win. All four of the goals from Winnipeg in the game 
— two from Morissey, one from Pierre-Luc Dubois and one 
from Michael Eyssimont — were scored on the rush.  
In net, Kochetkov stopped 19 of 23 shots faced, while David 
Rittich made 26 saves on 29 shots faced on the other end of 
the ice.  
The opening of the game was a slow one, as neither team 
seemed too interested in doing much of anything. Sebastian 
Aho buried a great shorthanded chance into Rittich’s gut and 
had another breakout chance sail over the bar, but not much 
else was happening for either side.  
Winnipeg did break the stalemate late in the opening period, 
as Dubois got in behind the Canes after an offensive-zone 
turnover from Carolina and fired low on Kochetkov to beat 

him one-on-one and give the home team a lead heading into 
the first intermission.  
In a similar fashion to their first goal, the Jets made it 2-0 
near the midway point of the second period. Andrei 
Svechnikov, for the second time, was involved in the 
offensive-zone turnover, and David Gustafsson got out on a 
break. Kochetkov denied Gustafsson’s initial attempt, but 
Eyssimont was there for the follow to double the lead.  
The rest of the period went by without the Canes cutting into 
the lead, as Carolina did successfully kill off a 5-on-3 but 
couldn’t do anything in the way of finding a goal itself.  
Rod Brind’Amour shuffled up the lines heading into the third 
period, but it certainly didn’t help. Winnipeg made it 3-0 early 
on yet another rush goal, as Morrissey buried one past 
Kochetkov.  
With five minutes left in the game Kochetkov headed to the 
bench, and just a few seconds later Slavin blasted home his 
first goal of the season with the help of a nice screen from 
Seth Jarvis.  
Shortly after that, Brent Burns launched a shot towards net 
and Svechnikov got his stick to it, again with Jarvis in the 
mix, to cut the lead to 3-2.  
After returning to 5-on-5 play for a brief period, Kochetkov 
headed to the bench again and this time it was Necas, 
whose shot from the top went through some screens and 
past Rittich to tie the game and force overtime.  
The Canes played some of their worst hockey of the year for 
55 minutes Monday night, but a five-minute stretch as any 
earned Carolina a point to close out the road trip. The Canes 
will be back in action Wednesday night at home against the 
Coyotes.  
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Three late goals not enough, Hurricanes fall to Jets in OT 
By Sam Overton 
Despite a three-goal run late in the third period, the Carolina 
Hurricanes fell to the Winnipeg Jets 4-3 in overtime at 
Canada Life Centre on Nov. 21. 
After trailing for the bulk of the game, the Canes (10-5-4) 
went on an unbelievable scoring spree to tie things up in 
Winnipeg with just over 38 seconds in regulation. The Jets 
(11-5-1) beat Carolina to the extra goal, but given the way 
the Hurricanes were playing for the first 55 minutes, it was a 
miracle they made it to overtime at all. 
“We were out of that game in the third, and then they just 
kinda dug in,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “I gotta 
give the guys credit for not giving up. We lost the specialty 
point at the end, but the fact that we were able to come back 
… I’m proud of that.” 
Saturday’s disappointing performance against the Minnesota 
Wild spelled out a special need for Carolina to pull off a road 
win in Winnipeg. Brind’Amour certainly had plenty to say 
about it after a lackluster performance in Minneapolis handed 
the Hurricanes their second overtime loss in a row. 
Carolina looked a little more promising at the start of the first 
frame, but quickly fell flat to essentially let goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov call the shots. Kochetkov, who recorded his first 
NHL shutout at home on Nov. 14, played as well as he could 
with a bare-bones defensive line. 
Even 1,700 miles away in Raleigh, you could feel the mood 
shift from bad to worse about seven minutes into the second 
frame after the Jets put their second goal past Carolina. A 
clear breakaway from Winnipeg center David Gustafsson led 
to a perfect rebound opportunity that sailed past Kochetkov 
and defensemen Calvin de Haan and Jalen Chatfield. 
The Hurricanes just couldn’t capitalize on a single power 
play, let alone find the goal without an extra player on the ice 
until late in the third period. Any momentum from Carolina’s 

7-2 win over Edmonton less than two weeks prior was 
completely gone, and star players like center Sebastian Aho 
or right wing Andrei Svechnikov barely made an impact when 
it mattered most. 
That is, until the Hurricanes faced a 3-0 deficit with 4:48 left 
in the third frame. 
Defenseman Jaccob Slavin netted Carolina’s first goal of the 
game after Brind’Amour pulled Kochetkov, placing an extra 
attacker on the ice. Barely a minute later, Svechnikov scored 
his 20th point of the season to narrow Winnipeg’s lead to 3-
2. 
In true Hurricanes fashion, the final minutes of regulation 
were down to the wire after a double whammy from Slavin 
and Svechnikov. Canes fans were undoubtedly glued to their 
television screens when, with 38.3 seconds to go, center 
Martin Nečas notched the game-tying goal to send things 
into overtime. Whew. 
Although Carolina’s momentum wouldn’t last for long — 
Winnipeg defenseman Josh Morrissey found himself wide 
open to put the game-winning goal past Kochetkov — three 
goals in 4:09 is nothing to sneeze at. Whatever sparked the 
Hurricanes to play at such a gritty, win-at-all-costs level for 
the last five minutes at Canada Life Centre eludes me. Let’s 
just hope they can utilize it against the Boston Bruins (17-2-
0) this Friday. 
“It was great how we kinda stayed with it, and we had the 
momentum,” Nečas said. “We gotta figure out the ways to 
win in overtime. … I think we’ve lost four or five times in 
overtime. Crazy, with the skill we have. We just gotta figure 
[that] out.” 
Carolina will return to PNC Arena in Raleigh for a midweek 
matchup against the Arizona Coyotes. Puck drop is set for 7 
p.m. 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-crazy-comeback-bid-earns-them-a-point-in-winnipeg/c-337875564 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-winnipeg-jets-game-recap/c-337666396 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-arizona-north-carolina-hockey-36eb6e91173e482bb9c3b4b692dce021 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-carolina-hurricanes-canada-4fd39a0f2b7366af4e5d35e07b7d1f89 
https://canoe.com/sports/hockey/nhl/winnipeg-jets/winnipeg-jets-survive-in-ot-thriller/wcm/97e8e844-c26f-41c8-ad1f-22b25d6c5b1b 

https://www.saltlakecitysun.com/news/273124298/after-wasting-a-game-hurricanes-try-to-turn-page-vs-jets 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/21/23472410/massive-comeback-steals-point-for-canes-who-fall-in-ot-in-winnipeg 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/three-late-goals-not-enough-hurricanes-fall-to-jets-in-ot/article_4ee2ae7c-6a18-11ed-a3a5-
4356ea948d12.html 
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Nashville Predators beat Arizona Coyotes 4-3 in 7th round shootout 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

 

NASHVILLE— Cody Glass scored off the right arm of Arizona goalie 
Connor Ingram in the seventh round of the shootout, and the Nashville 
Predators rallied to beat the Coyotes 4-3 Monday night. 

Shayne Gostisbehere had a final chance to keep the shootout going. 
Nashville goalie Juuse Saros made a stick save to finish off the 1,500th 
regular-season victory for Predators general manager David Poile. 

Captain Roman Josi had a power-play goal and an assist, tying it up with 
a slap shot near the blue line tying it up after Arizona forward Matias 
Maccelli tripped Alexander Carrier. Colton Sissons dropped the puck to 
Matt Duchene, who put a wrister over goalie Connor Ingram for a 3-2 
lead at 1:31 of the third. 

Mikael Granlund scored a power-play goal and had an assist. Josi also 
had an assist as the Predators wrapped up a five-game homestand going 
4-0-1. 

Josi hit the crossbar twice in overtime, the second on the man advantage 
after Lawson Crouse went to the box for holding. Nashville went 2 of 7 on 
the power play. 

Nick Bjugstad scored twice and had an assist. His second goal came 
shorthanded with 6:44 left in regulation as he scored over Nashville 
goalie Juuse Saros’ stick-side, tying it at 3. Crouse also had a goal. 

Arizona came in rested since a 4-1 loss in Las Vegas on Nov. 17, but the 
Coyotes now have lost four straight with eight more road games 
remaining before their next home game. 

Ingram fell to 1-5-0 making 24 saves against his old team. Ingram started 
the Predators’ final three playoff games in being swept by eventual 
Stanley Cup champs Colorado last spring. Nashville waived him in 
October, and Arizona claimed him. 

The Predators took the first seven shots and got their first-man 
advantage 75 seconds after the puck dropped when Barrett Hayton 
tripped Sissons. Then Juuso Valimaki interfered with Cole Smith at 4:02 
into the period. 

Once Nick Schmaltz went to the box for elbowing Ryan McDonagh, 
Granlund put Nashville up 1-0 with his snap shot at 7:04 with his second 
goal this season. 

The Coyotes finished the period outshooting Nashville 12-4 but couldn’t 
beat Saros. Then Crouse tied it at 1 on Arizona’s second shot of the 
second off a nice pass from Bjugstad, and Crouse finished off the rush 
with a snap shot from just inside the left circle near the slot at 8:49. 

Arizona had a chance to take the lead on the man advantage but 
Maccelli’s shot hit the post with 5:52 left in the second period, seconds 

before Dante Fabbro’s tripping penalty expired. Bjugstad pushed the 
puck past Saros’ outstretched right skate at the post with 4:04 left in the 
period for a 2-1 lead. 
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Arizona Coyotes lose 7-round shootout at Nashville Predators 

 

Staff Report 

 ASSOCIATED PRESS 

4-5 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

NASHVILLE (AP) — Cody Glass scored off the right arm of Arizona 
goalie Connor Ingram in the seventh round of the shootout, and the 
Nashville Predators rallied to beat the Coyotes 4-3 Monday night. 

Shayne Gostisbehere had a final chance to keep the shootout going. 
Nashville goalie Juuse Saros made a stick save to finish off the 1,500th 
regular-season victory for Predators general manager David Poile. 

Captain Roman Josi had a power-play goal and an assist, tying it up with 
a slap shot near the blue line tying it up after Arizona forward Matias 
Maccelli tripped Alexander Carrier. Colton Sissons dropped the puck to 
Matt Duchene, who put a wrister over goalie Connor Ingram for a 3-2 
lead at 1:31 of the third. 

Mikael Granlund scored a power-play goal and had an assist. Josi also 
had an assist as the Predators wrapped up a five-game homestand going 
4-0-1. 

Josi hit the crossbar twice in overtime, the second on the man advantage 
after Lawson Crouse went to the box for holding. Nashville went 2 of 7 on 
the power play. 

Nick Bjugstad scored twice and had an assist. His second goal came 
shorthanded with 6:44 left in regulation as he scored over Nashville 
goalie Juuse Saros’ stickside, tying it at 3. Crouse also had a goal. 

Arizona came in rested since a 4-1 loss in Las Vegas on Nov. 17, but the 
Coyotes now have lost four straight with eight more road games 
remaining before their next home game. 

Ingram fell to 1-5-0 making 24 saves against his old team. Ingram started 
the Predators’ final three playoff games in being swept by eventual 
Stanley Cup champs Colorado last spring. Nashville waived him in 
October, and Arizona claimed him. 

The Predators took the first seven shots and got their first man 
advantage 75 seconds after the puck dropped when Barrett Hayton 
tripped Sissons. Then Juuso Valimaki interfered with Cole Smith 4:02 
into the period. 

Once Nick Schmaltz went to the box for elbowing Ryan McDonagh, 
Granlund put Nashville up 1-0 with his snap shot at 7:04 with his second 
goal this season. 
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The Coyotes finished the period outshooting Nashville 12-4 but couldn’t 
beat Saros. Then Crouse tied it at 1 on Arizona’s second shot of the 
second off a nice pass from Bjugstad, and Crouse finished off the rush 
with a snap shot from just inside the left circle near the slot at 8:49. 

Arizona had a chance to take the lead on the man advantage but 
Maccelli’s shot hit the post with 5:52 left in the second seconds before 
Dante Fabbro’s tripping penalty expired. Bjugstad pushed the puck past 
Saros’ outstretched right skate at the post with 4 :04 left in the period for 
a 2-1 lead. 

INJURIES 

McDonagh took a puck to the face during the second period and went to 
the locker room for evaluation. McDonagh was back on the ice to start 
the third. 

Nashville forward Tanner Jeannot appeared to take a stick from 
teammate Zach Sanford, but he returned to the bench. He took another 
high stick from Valimaki in the third, which set up Bjugstad’s tying 
shorthanded goal. 

Arizona defenseman Josh Brown suffered an upper-body injury and did 
not play in the third. 
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Arizona Coyotes activate Jakob Chychrun, Nick Schmaltz off reserve 

 

Staff Report 

ARIZONA SPORTS 

2-3 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

The Arizona Coyotes got two prominent pieces back on the ice Monday, 
as they activated forward Nick Schmaltz and defenseman Jakob 
Chychrun off injured reserve. 

Arizona also added forward Zack Kassian to injured reserve, retroactive 
to Nov. 1. 

Schmaltz had not played since the season opener against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Oct. 13, while Chychrun was set to make his season debut 
Monday against the Nashville Predators. 

Chychrun’s return from an ankle injury comes after the 24-year-old said 
he wanted to be traded on Media Day. 

“We talked about at the end of last season, my desire to win in this 
league,” Chychrun said. “If I wanted to be in a different situation and 
move on that they were going to be willing to do that and make that 
happen for me.” 

The 2020-21 All-Star’s return will put a spotlight on that request for other 
teams. 

Schmaltz finished second on the Coyotes last season in points with 59, 
only trailing Clayton Keller. He dealt with an upper-body injury this 
season. 

Kassian has skated in eight games this season, his first with Arizona. He 
has not played since Oct. 30. 
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Patrice Bergeron’s big night includes the Bruins’ big win against the 
Lightning 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated November 21, 2022, 9:43 p.m. 

 

TAMPA — If anyone was going to be cheered on the road for a career 
achievement, it was Patrice Bergeron. 

In the Bruins’ 5-3 win over the Lightning on Monday night at Amalie 
Arena, the captain earned his 1,000th career point with a secondary 
assist on Brad Marchand’s goal at 15:08 of the second period. 

The sequence that put the Bruins ahead 4-1 started when Bergeron 
gained the zone with a slick delay move. It ended when Marchand 
grabbed the rebound of a deflected Jake DeBrusk shot, settled the puck, 
and while unmarked by the Lightning in front, roofed it upstairs past 
Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Marchand said he replayed the sequence in his head, ensuring Bergeron 
would be given the assist. Confirmed. He began pointing at Bergeron, 
who was standing at the far post. The captain was mobbed, at first by 
Marchand, DeBrusk and defensemen Brandon Carlo and Hampus 
Lindholm. Then the whole visitors bench emptied, surrounding their 
leader and bouncing in place until only DeBrusk and Marchand 
remained. 

The Globe's most recent sports headlines delivered to your inbox every 
morning. 

“The most special moment was celebrating with the guys,” Bergeron 
said. “Something I’ll remember for a long time.” 

Bergeron celebrates with Marchand after the captain reached the 1,000-
point milestone. 

Bergeron said he knew Monday’s achievement could be part of his 
comeback season, as he mulled the possibility of a 19th year in Black 
and Gold. While he wants another Stanley Cup, this was a memorable 
night for everyone involved. 

“Definitely one of my career highlights and favorite moments,” said 
Marchand, who came up with the idea for everyone to roll over the 
boards. “You know it’s a huge moment when time stops in a game like 
that. He deserves that moment.” 

The trio skated to the bench, where the coaches, trainers and equipment 
staff raced over to pat Bergeron on the back. Bergeron, in the midst of 
receiving more hugs from his teammates, saluted a sellout Tampa crowd 
of 19,092 that gave him a loud ovation. 

“I’m thrilled for him,” Nick Foligno said. “A thousand points, let alone a 
thousand games, and he’s done every one the right way. He’s somebody 
any guy in the league has admired from afar. I’ve come to learn how 
professional, how good of a person he is.” 

The healthy contingent of Spoked-B supporters chanted “Bergy, Bergy,” 
though few in Lightning blue appeared to join in. 

Bergeron became the fourth Bruin to reach 1,000 points, joining Ray 
Bourque (1,506), Johnny Bucyk (1,339) and Phil Esposito (1,012). 
Informed of that, he smiled and said it was “great.” Foligno said Bergeron 
was also returning “thank yous,” as his teammates were jumping on him 
on the ice. 

Bergeron wasn’t the only veteran Bruin who shined Monday. 

Foligno, who took four stitches in his chin at the morning skate thanks to 
a Hampus Lindholm slapper, sparked the Bruins in the second period by 
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diving across the crease for a loose puck and knocking it past 
Vasilevskiy, giving the Bruins the lead. 

After the Lightning scored first, on a Nick Paul strike from the slot at 8:57 
of the first period, David Krejci evened the score at 15:36 on a 
preposterous goal against Vasilevskiy, the annual Vezina Trophy 
candidate. 

Krejci, one of the only players in the league who regularly uses a slap 
shot, took a long outlet from Charlie McAvoy, chugged over the blue line, 
and unleashed a 45-footer that sailed over Vasilevskiy’s blocker, far side. 
The NHL tracked the puck at 89 mph. 

Krejci's goal, coming on a wicked slap shot, was the first of the night for 
the Bruins. 

On the bench, Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper was shown grimacing. His 
ace doesn’t usually allow goals like that. 

Foligno’s was the first of two second-period goals in a span of 31 
seconds. By the end of 40 minutes, Charlie Coyle and then Marchand 
scored to extend the lead to 4-1. 

David Pastrnak (power play setup from DeBrusk) and Tampa Bay’s 
Rudolfs Balcers traded goals in the opening 4:02 of the third. Paul then 
cut the deficit to two with a power-play one-timer from the right circle at 
10:38, his second goal finishing the scoring. 

The first period was Tampa Bay’s best of the season, assistant coach 
Rob Zettler said between periods. It might have been Boston’s worst. It 
was perhaps a minor miracle that the Bruins exited the frame tied at 1. 

The Lightning (11-7-1) looked like the league-leading Bruins (17-2-0) 
have through an 11-0-0 start at TD Garden. Tampa Bay hemmed in the 
visitors, racking up a 9-0 shots advantage in the first eight minutes, and 
14-7 for the first period. 

But the Bruins, who won their eighth in a row, flipped the script on a 
Lightning team that came in winners of four straight. They outshot the 
home squad, 14-7, in the second period after a rough-looking opening 
20. 

“We knew they were going to come hard,” Bergeron said. “We get out of 
that first 1-1, and that was the message: it’s a 1-1 game and we haven’t 
been close to what we can be. The second period showed how we can 
play.” 

The second period was far more memorable — not only for the 
turnaround. Bergeron’s achievement will be celebrated for some time. 

Bergeron became the 94th NHLer to reach 1,000 points, the first since 
Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom last March. 

Bergeron’s Hall of Fame credentials are sparkling. He will surely be the 
last Bruin to wear No. 37. 

The fact that Bergeron is likely to wind up as the Bruins’ third-leading 
scorer — for a franchise that turns 100 years old in 2024 — while playing 
so well away from the puck, is remarkable. It is one of the crowning feats 
of one of the most decorated players of his era. 

“If he had any kind of cheat in his game,” Bruins coach Jim Montgomery 
said, “he might have 1,200 points, or 1,300 points. He’s just so dedicated 
to playing the game the right way.” 
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WATCH: Patrice Bergeron notch his 1000th career point 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated November 21, 2022, 8:57 p.m. 

 

TAMPA — If anyone was going to be cheered on the road for a career 
achievement, it was Patrice Bergeron. 

Monday night at Amalie Arena, in front of a sellout crowd of 19,092, the 
Bruins captain earned his 1,000th career point with a secondary assist on 
Brad Marchand’s goal at 15:08 of the second period. 

The sequence that put the Bruins up, 4-1, started when Bergeron gained 
the zone with a slick delay move. It ended when Marchand grabbed the 
rebound of a deflected Jake DeBrusk shot, settled the puck, and 
unmarked by the Lightning in front, roofed it upstairs past Lightning 
goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Marchand immediately pointed at Bergeron, who was standing at the far 
post. The captain was mobbed, at first by Marchand, DeBrusk, and 
defensemen Brandon Carlo and Hampus Lindholm. Then the whole 
visiting bench emptied, surrounding their leader and bouncing in place 
until only DeBrusk and Marchand were left. 

The Globe's most recent sports headlines delivered to your inbox every 
morning. 

The trio skated to the bench, where the coaches, trainers and equipment 
staff raced over to pat Bergeron on the back. Bergeron, in the midst of 
receiving more hugs from his teammates, saluted a Tampa crowd that 
gave him a loud ovation. 

The healthy contingent of Spoked-B supporters chanted “Bergy, Bergy,” 
though few in Lightning blue appeared to join in. 

Bergeron became the fourth Bruin to score 1,000 points, joining Ray 
Bourque (1,506), Johnny Bucyk (1,339) and Phil Esposito (1,012). 

He also became the 94th NHLer to reach that level, the first since 
Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom last March. 

Bergeron’s Hall of Fame credentials are sparkling. He will surely be the 
last Bruin to wear No. 37. 

The fact that Bergeron is likely to wind up as the Bruins’ third-leading 
scorer — for a franchise that turns 100 years old in 2024 — while playing 
so away from the puck, is remarkable. It is one of the crowning feats of 
one of the most decorated players of his era. 

“There’s not much left to be said about Bergy and how good of a hockey 
player he is,” Taylor Hall said before puck drop. “As a captain and a 
leader, it’s been incredible to share a room with him the last couple of 
years. To be so strong at one end and be able to contribute 1,000 points 
at the other, it’s the icing on the cake for what’s been an incredible career 
for him. We’re all lucky to be his teammate.” 
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Nick Foligno takes it on the chin, then is net-front and center in the 
Bruins’ win 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated November 21, 2022, 3:02 p.m. 

 

TAMPA — Nick Foligno was as undeterred as the rest of his Bruins 
teammates. 
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The team’s Monday morning skate at Amalie Arena ended after Foligno, 
who was manning the net-front spot on the second power-play unit, took 
a Hampus Lindholm slapper to the chin. 

The veteran forward, leaking blood all over the ice, pressed a towel to his 
jaw and skated off the ice. He received four stitches. 

“Part of being in the net-front,” Foligno said. “Sometimes you’re going to 
take one. Ideally, not in practice. 

“It’s all good. Part of the job.” 

Back in that same net-front spot on the man advantage, Foligno sparked 
the Bruins in the second period. He dived across the crease for a loose 
puck and knocked it past Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy, giving 
the Bruins their first lead at 2-1. 

The advantage grew to 4 goals by early in the third, thanks to strikes 
from Charlie Coyle, Brad Marchand, and David Pastrnak, and the Bruins 
started their two-game Florida trip with a 5-3 victory. 

The Globe's most recent sports headlines delivered to your inbox every 
morning. 

“We just didn’t have that jump in the first period,” said Foligno (4-7–11 in 
19 games), now two points shy of matching last season’s point total (2-
11–13 in 64 games). “It shows a lot of what we have in here to not get 
flustered, and come out in the second and just take over.” 

Hall with Coyle, Frederic 

Taylor Hall opened the night riding the left wing with Coyle and Trent 
Frederic. Montgomery liked what he saw in Saturday’s beatdown of the 
Blackhawks, when the Hall-Coyle-Frederic trio was among his most 
dominant in a brief showing. 

“I really like Frederic on the right wing,” coach Jim Montgomery said of 
the left-shot forward. “I thought he was moving his feet more to generate 
more offense. I like him defensively in either spot.” 

The line spent all of 3:55 together Saturday, but it racked up a 5-1 shot-
attempt advantage and finished ahead, 4-0, in shots. They also scored 
the goal that made it 6-1 in the third period, when Frederic and Hall 
protected the puck along the wall, and point men Charlie McAvoy and 
Matt Grzelcyk set up Hall for a blue line wrister through traffic. 

Charlie Coyle celebrates a second-period goal Monday night against 
Tampa Bay. 

The line produced another goal Monday, with Coyle knocking one home 
at the doorstep, off assists from Frederic and Hall. Montgomery said Hall 
was the Bruins’ best forward in an otherwise dismal first period. 

There was bad news postgame, though: Frederic, who appeared to injure 
his left shoulder when he crashed into the end boards in the second, is 
day to day with an upper body injury. Frederic left the game at 14:31 of 
the second period, after logging 5:14 on ice. 

Stralman at home in Florida 

Ex-Lightning (and Panthers) blue liner Anton Stralman (10:12 on ice) was 
in the mix Monday, paired with Connor Clifton. The latter skated his off 
(left) side … The Bruins play at Stralman’s other previous Florida stop, in 
Sunrise, on Wednesday night against the Panthers to complete the quick 
trip. 
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Bruins steamroll Lightning, 5-3 

 

Steve Conroy 

5-7 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

The Bruins may be done with doormats for a while, but it just doesn’t 
matter. 

Facing the three-time defending Eastern Conference champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning, the B’s took the Bolts’ first-round punch and then 
withstood a late rally to score their seventh straight victory, a 5-3 win at 
Amalie Arena on Monday. 

The B’s got five different goal-scorers but the highlight of the night was a 
secondary assist off the stick of Patrice Bergeron that earned the captain 
his 1,000th career point. Fittingly, the goal was scored by Brad 
Marchand, who has been Bergeron’s linemate for over a decade, and it 
finished off a three-goal second period that broke the game open. 
Bergeron started the attack in the offensive zone and, after Jake 
DeBrusk touched the puck, Marchand gloved it down and scored, 
immediately pointing at Bergeron. 

In an unusual sight, the entire Bruin team piled over the boards and 
celebrated in the corner of the Tampa zone with Bergeron. The many 
Bruin fans at Amalie Arena started chanting “Bergy! Bergy!’ and even the 
Tampa fans showed a measure of respect. 

“It means a lot,” Bergeron told reporters in Tampa. “The fans are big part 
of this game and it’s a special relationship. When you’re on the road, it’s 
great to see the atmosphere and the animosity and whatnot, but to see 
that, it was great. Obviously I appreciated it a lot. Fans are a huge part of 
the game and they make it special.” 

And as usual, the win would not have been possible without the work of 
Linus Ullmark, who made 32 saves. In his last 10 games, he’s 9-1 with a 
.938 save percentage and 1.84 GAA. 

The B’s knew they’d be seeing a tougher test than they got on their home 
ice by the likes of the Blackhawks or Canucks, and the first 10 minutes of 
the game did not disappoint. The Lightning landed the first nine shots on 
goal – they held a 15-7 edge for the period – and seemingly beat the 
Bruins to every loose puck. 

Ullmark did his job to allow the B’s to find their legs and minds. But just 
when the B’s were starting to get their game in order, the Bolts finally got 
on the board with an Alex Killorn goal at 8:57. 

The B’s, however, had already reversed momentum and they evened it 
up on a David Krejci (6) bomb, his fourth goal in three games. Krejci took 
a cross-ice diagonal pass from Charlie McAvoy and gained the offensive 
zone unopposed. From above the right circle, he unleashed a slapper 
that simply beat goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy to the blocker side at 15:36. 

“It was a huge goal by Krech to come out tied, but then we wanted to get 
to our game,” said Nick Foligno. “Obviously we didn’t have that jump we 
needed to have in the first period and they came out with that push. But I 
think it shows a lot of what we have in here to not get flustered by that 
and we came out in the second and just took over.” 

In a matter of 31 seconds in the second period, the B’s had a two-goal 
lead. 

The go-ahead goal came on the power play after Pierre-Edoard 
Bellemare broke Pavel Zacha’s stick with a slash. On the advantage, 
Krejci fed Zacha for a one-timer that Vasilevskiy stopped but could not 
control the rebound. Foligno, who took a handful of stitches after catching 
an errant puck in the face at the morning skate, stretched to knock the 
loose puck past the netminder for his fourth of the year at 5:07. 

Then on the next shift, the B’s made it 3-1, though they needed some 
help to make it stick. Taylor Hall fed an onrushing Trent Frederic in the 
slot and Frederic got a backhander on net that trickled behind Vasilevskiy 
in the crease. As Zach Bogosian knocked Charlie Coyle into the net and 
knocked it off its moorings, Coyle swept it over the goal line. It was 
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initially waved off but a video review rightly reversed the call and Coyle 
had his sixth of the year. 

By the time Marchand scored his goal to make it 4-1 at 15:08, the Bolts 
looked like they didn’t know what hit them. 

“That’s what happens with our team. We just come in waves. Good 
teams do that,” said Foligno. “It’s so hard to stop when the momentum’s 
going that way. We just jump on board and every line starts going and it’s 
dangerous.” 

The B’s dominated the second, outshooting the Bolts 14-7, but they didn’t 
escape unscathed. Frederic crashed hard into the end boards and was 
favoring his left arm as he left the ice. He went back into the game briefly 
but did not return for the third period. Coach Jim Montgomery told 
reporters after the game he was day-to-day with an upper body injury. 

The third was a little sloppy. First Pastrnak scored his 12th of the season 
on the power play, staring down a Tampa fan who was giving him the 
middle finger behind the glass (the fan would quickly and sheepishly 
holster the digit). But the B’s got careless on the next shift. They coughed 
up the puck on a Hampus Lindholm-Tomas Nosek exchange in their own 
slot, resulting an easy Rudolfs Balcers goal at 4:02. That allowed the 
Lightning back in the game somewhat and, after a ticky-tack slashing 
penalty on Coyle, they made it 5-3 on a Paul PP goal at 10:38. 

At that point, Montgomery used his timeout to refocus his team and it did 
the trick. Ullmark would have to make 12 saves in the third, but with the 
way this 17-2 team is going this year, the B’s were not about to blow the 
game on such a special night for the captain. 
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Crosby, Ovechkin, other NHL stars congratulate Bergeron on scoring 
1000 points 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

Boston Bruins center Patrice Bergeron made history Monday night 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning by becoming the fourth B's player to 
score 1,000 career points. 

The milestone point came in the second period when the Bruins captain 
assisted on Brad Marchand's goal. The Bruins eventually won 5-3 to 
improve to an NHL-best 17-2-0 on the season. 

Bergeron is the eighth active player to reach the 1,000-point mark. Six of 
the other seven, including Pittsburgh Penguins center Sidney Crosby and 
Washington Capitals winger Alex Ovechkin, took part in a special video 
to congratulate Bergeron on joining the 1,000-point club. 

Bergeron's career resume ranks among the best in league history. 

He has won at every level on a team and individual basis. The 37-year-
old forward is a member of the Triple Gold Club (Stanley Cup, World 
Championship gold and Olympic gold winner) and has a record five 
Selke Trophy wins, among many other accolades.  

Perhaps the most impressive part of Bergeron's career is how his 
performance hasn't dropped at all as he approaches age 40. Bergeron 
remains an elite center, the premier two-way player in the sport and a 
key driver of the Bruins' success in Year 19. 
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Patrice Bergeron reveals most special part of scoring 1000th point 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

Boston Bruins center Patrice Bergeron reached a special milestone 
Monday night when he scored his 1,000th career point in a 5-3 win over 
the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena. 

His teammates were prepared for the moment with a special celebration. 

Crosby, Ovechkin, other NHL stars congratulate Bergeron on scoring 
1000 points 

Right after Bergeron assisted on Brad Marchand's second-period goal to 
reach the 1,000-point mark, the entire Bruins bench emptied onto the ice 
and the whole team surrounded the captain to congratulate him with a 
group hug. 

Bergeron, who became the fourth Bruins player to score 1,000-plus 
points, really appreciated the gesture from his teammates. 

"That was probably the most special thing about it, to have all the guys 
jump on me and share that with them," Bergeron told reporters after the 
game. "That was great -- definitely something I'll remember for a long 
time." 

Bergeron later added: "I think, again, the most special part of the moment 
was celebrating with the guys and having them on the ice. That was 
great." 

Bergeron's 1,000th point likely won't be the only special milestone 
reached by a Bruins player in 2022-23. David Krejci is 23 regular season 
games away from 1,000 in his career. 

 

Comcast SportsNet.com LOADED: 11.22.2022 

1259910 Boston Bruins 

 

Bruins' record start faces huge test as most brutal stretch of schedule 
begins 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins are the best team in the NHL as Thanksgiving 
approaches, and they're not just beating teams with regularity, they're 
destroying them. 

The Original Six club has a league-leading plus-37 goal differential with 
eight wins by three or more goals. The B's are 11-0-0 at home, lead the 
league in goals scored with 74 and have allowed the fewest goals with 
37. Boston's special teams have been magnificent, too, ranking No. 5 in 
power play percentage and No. 2 in penalty kill percentage. 

The Bruins have won six consecutive games, giving them a league-best 
16-2-0 record entering Monday. 

Any way you look at it, this Bruins team has been as dominant as it gets.  

Well-balanced effort 

Maintaining this historically strong start to the 2022-23 season is about to 
get even tougher, though, because the Bruins' schedule significantly 
ramps up in difficulty over the next couple weeks. 

"It's unfathomable that we were going to have this start, right? So we're 
enjoying the ride right now, but we know our schedule is getting really 
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hard," Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery said after his team's 6-1 win 
over the Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday night. "It's nice to be part of 
the record books. One thing we want to focus on doing is staying in the 
present and focus on the next shift, and I think we did a great job of that 
tonight." 

The Bruins haven't had the easiest schedule to begin the campaign, but it 
also hasn't been the hardest by any means. Eleven of their 18 games 
have been played at TD Garden. Half of their matchups were against 
playoff teams from last season. 

The next three weeks present plenty of enormous tests for the B's, 
beginning Monday night when they open a two-game road trip versus the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. The Bruins have not played the three-time 
defending Eastern Conference champs (and 2020 and 2021 Cup 
winners) yet this season. After a 1-3-0 start, the Lightning have righted 
the ship with a 7-2-1 record in their last 10, including a four-game win 
streak. Boston plays Tampa Bay twice over the next eight days. 

David Krejci in mild disbelief amid Bruins' historic start to season 

The Bruins also play the Florida Panthers on the road Wednesday. The 
Panthers won the Presidents' Trophy last season and have a loaded 
roster. The B's will play a Black Friday matinee this week versus the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who defeated Boston in the first round of the 2022 
Stanley Cup Playoffs and currently sit in second place in the Metropolitan 
Division. The Hurricanes were a popular preseason Stanley Cup 
champion pick. 

The defending champion Colorado Avalanche play the Bruins twice over 
the next two weeks. The Bruins also have two games against the 
Western Conference-leading Vegas Golden Knights, who have shown 
massive improvement under former B's head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

These six teams have a combined 60-37-9 record and, as noted above, 
include the last three Stanley Cup winners. 

The Bruins were expected to struggle out of the gate in 2022-23 with 
first-line left wing Brad Marchand, No. 1 defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
and top-four defenseman Matt Grzelcyk all out of the lineup on Opening 
Night due to injuries. Instead of just treading water until these players 
returned, the Bruins are off to the franchise's best start since 1929-30. 

The next three weeks are pivotal, though. If the Bruins continue to play at 
an elite level and roll through the likes of the Lightning, Avalanche and 
Golden Knights, there will be little doubt that Boston is the top Stanley 
Cup contender as the 2023 Winter Classic nears. 
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Talking Points: Bergeron Hits Big Milestone In Impressive Win 

 

Joe Haggerty 

5-6 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

TAMPA, FL – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 5-3 win 
over the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena on Monday night. 

GOLD STAR: Brad Marchand scored the eventual game-winning goal, 
which was also the lamp lighter that brought Patrice Bergeron’s 1000th 
career point and came up with the idea for everybody to leave the bench 
and celebrate their captain when he hit the special milestone moment. 
Everybody will be talking about Bergeron and his 1,000 NHL points and 
rightfully so after Monday night’s game, but there is something 
tremendously hockey wholesome about Marchand all these years later 
still looking up to his linemate and making sure that he’s always taken 

care of in those big moments. Marchand finished with eight shot 
attempts, two hits and three takeaways in 20:46 of ice time while scoring 
a big goal. 

BLACK EYE: Brayden Point is a great player, but he got absolutely 
worked by the Bruins on Monday night. Point finished with a minus-3 and 
was kept off the board as was Nikita Kucherov while both players were 
exploited defensively by the Black and Gold. Point had two measly shots 
on net in 20:37 of ice time and was a big part of the problem for the 
Lightning on a night when they gave up five goals even though Andrei 
Vasilevskiy actually played a pretty good game. That tells anybody that a 
number of Tampa’s best players didn’t come to play in a measuring stick 
game against the Bruins. 

TURNING POINT: For the Bruins it was simply getting out of the first 
period tied 1-1 after the Lightning had stormed the Black and Gold for the 
opening 20 minutes. The Bolts outshot the Bruins by a 14-7 margin and 
had the B’s on the run even as time expired in the first period with Nick 
Paul very nearly scoring as the best Boston Bruins players were caught 
napping on the ice. But it was a different story in the second as the 
Bruins scored a pair of goals within 31 seconds of each other and 
grabbed a stranglehold on the game that they wouldn’t let go of even as 
they slipped a little in the third period. A Nick Foligno net-front goal really 
seemed to get the Bruins spinning the right way and energized them in a 
dominant middle 20 minutes. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Who else but Patrice Bergeron? The Boston 
Bruins center got to the 1000-point plateau in his NHL career and did it 
on a nice play where every forward on the line touched the puck before 
Brad Marchand buried it in front. He finished with four shots on net, three 
hits and a blocked shot to go along with 15-of-24 faceoff wins while 
playing exactly the kind of smart, responsible game that’s become his 
trademark over the years. Bergeron will long be remembered for his two-
way play, his leadership and the way he was always a winning player, 
and this moment celebrating with his teammates will be one of the 
hallmark memories when he’s someday enshrined in the Hall of Fame. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 1000 – the number of points for Bergeron after 
assisting on Brad Marchand’s goal, which makes him the fourth B’s 
player with 1000 plus points joining Ray Bourque, Johnny Bucyk and Phil 
Esposito. 

A monumental milestone. 

Patrice Bergeron has become just the fourth player in #NHLBruins 
history to reach the 1,000-point plateau. 

 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 11.22.2022 

1259912 Boston Bruins 

 

Patrice Bergeron Joins The 1,000 Points Club 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

4-5 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

With an assist on Brad Marchand’s goal 15:08 into the second period 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning Monday, Boston Bruins captain Patrice 
Bergeron became part of the 1,000 points club. 

In Game No. 1235 of what has been a hall of fame career, Bergeron 
joined Ray Bourque (1506), Johnny Bucyk (1339), and Phil Esposito 
(1,012), as the only Boston Bruins players to reach the 1,000-point 
plateau. Bergeron is now the 94th NHL player to score 1,000 points with 
409 goals and 591 assists. With the assist, Bergeron now has nine goals 
and nine assists in 19 games this season. 
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Marchand couldn’t even care less about his goal and led the charge over 
to Bergeron, as the entire Boston Bruins team flooded the ice to go 
celebrate their captain’s monumental accomplishment. 

As I wrote earlier for Boston Hockey Now on Monday, the Boston Bruins 
captain is by far one of the best players and more importantly, the best 
people I’ve covered: 

Anyone who’s familiar to Patrice Bergeron knows that when he reaches 
this milestone, Bergeron will be grateful and proud, but what has, does, 
and will always matter most to him, is the success of his team. 

Speaking recently on the Raw Knuckles Podcast – hosted by former 
Montreal Canadiens and Boston Bruins winger, and West Roxbury, MA 
native Chris Nilan – Montreal Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes 
revealed that Bergeron once passed on likely way more money to play 
for the Bruins’ bitter rivals, the Canadiens, to stay with the Bruins and win 
more Stanley Cups. 

After already keeping his promise to take less on his third NHL contract 
(three years, $15 million), Bergeron was in prime position to cash in on 
the open market prior to the 2014-15 season, and Hughes told him to 
swing for the fences with the Bruins, because he had already taken one 
for the team. 

Félicitations Patrice Bergeron! 
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Boston Bruins Facing 'Really Good Test' With Next Stretch 

 

Joe Haggerty 

5-6 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

Tampa, FL – The Boston Bruins made some slight adjustments to their 
forward group during this weekend’s win over the Chicago Blackhawks, 
and it looks like they’ll be sticking with that to start in Florida. It won’t be 
major lineup adjustments, though, as the Boston Bruins know they might 
be looking at their toughest pocket of the season after setting records 
with their start leading up to Thanksgiving. 

Taylor Hall has been moved to the third line with Trent Frederic and 
Charlie Coyle to give that line some offensive flair with a bunch of big 
bodies capable of playing the puck possession game as well. It could 
also be to perk up Hall’s offensive game just a little bit as he has just two 
goals in nine games during the month of November while boasting a 
respectable 12 points in 16 games this season. 

“With [Jim Montgomery] he’s not afraid to shuffle lines within games and 
it’s nice because you get to play with everyone,” said Hall. “You get shifts 
with different guys, so it’s not like when he shifted in the third period that I 
haven’t played with Coyle or Frederic. We’ve had shifts together, so it 
speaks to our depth and overall strength at forward.” 

Even more, though, the Boston Bruins are looking forward to getting “a 
really good test” on the road with the Tampa Bay Lightning after roaring 
out to an epic 16-2-0 start through their first 18 games this season. 

The Bolts obviously need little introduction as back-to-back Stanley Cup 
champs and a hockey team that’s been to the Stanley Cup Final in each 
of the last three seasons. So even if the NHL salary cap has taken a 
chunk out of the Bolts and the Lightning are looking way up at the Black 
and Gold in the Atlantic Division standings this season, both the B’s and 
the Bolts are juiced up for their first meeting of the season. 

“This is a really good test. We’ve played a lot of home games this year 
and this is a building that always gives us a good test. We want that,” 
said Hall. “I think at this point in our schedule our next seven opponent 
we’re looking at are all really good hockey teams that could conceivably 
win a Stanley Cup this year. 

“And all teams that have had really good seasons prior to this, so that’s a 
challenge that we’re really looking forward to It’s great to win 6-1 and 
everything, but we want to test our mettle and face some adversity and 
see what we’re made of. We know we’re going to face those situations.” 

As Hall alluded to, the Boston Bruins are just entering an extremely 
challenging stretch that includes a road trip through Florida against the 
Lightning and Panthers, a Black Friday showdown with the Carolina 
Hurricanes team that beat them in the playoffs last spring and then 
home-and-home games against the Colorado Avalanche along with the 
return of Bruce Cassidy and the Vegas Golden Knights sandwiched in 
there as well. 

Oh, and they’ve also got a home date against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
squeezed in there as well. 

So the Boston Bruins should get tested after getting off to a fantasy start 
to their regular season wth two losses in 18 tries, and that will be a very 
good things for a hockey club that hasn’t truly faced adversity that’s 
buckled them quite yet. It’s important that any team goes through that as 
they’re developing their team identity and that’s something the B’s might 
be staring in the face starting Monday night in Tampa Bay. 
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Game 19: Boston Bruins @ Tampa Bay Lightning Lines, Preview 

 

Jimmy Murphy 
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Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Preview: 

Boston Bruins (16-2-0, 32 pts) @ Tampa Bay Lightning (11-6-1, 23 pts) 

TIME: 7 P.M. ET, 

TV: NESN, BSSUNX 

Radio: 98.5 The Sports Hub 

The Boston Bruins are off to one of the best starts in NHL history with 16 
wins in 18 games, and are a perfect 11-0-0 on TD Garden ice to start this 
season. After winning a record 11th-straight game at home on Saturday, 
the Bruins now begin a two-game roadie through Florida that kicks off 
tonight in Tampa Bay against the Lightning and concludes on 
Wednesday in Sunrise, Florida against the Panthers. This will also kick 
off a ten-game slate that will include eight games against NHL teams in 
playoff contention. 

“This is a really good test. We’ve played a lot of home games this year. 
This is always a building that gives us a good test. We want that,” Boston 
Bruins winger Taylor Hall said following his team’s morning skate at 
Amalie Arena on Monday. “I think at this point in our schedule, we’re 
starting to look at teams that are very good hockey teams. The next 
seven games are all teams that you could conceivably see winning the 
Cup this year and all teams that have had really good seasons prior to 
this. We’re excited for that challenge. We’re looking forward to that. It’s 
great to win 6-1 and everything but we want to test our mettle and face 
some adversity, because we know that’s coming, and see what we’re 
made of in those situations.” 
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Boston Bruins Notes 

-Boston Bruins goalie Linus Ullmark will be back between the pipes 
Monday. Ullmark is off to a Vezina Trophy-worthy start this season. He 
enters the game with a 12-1-0 with a 1.89 GAA and .937 save 
percentage. 

–Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery is keeping ‘The Czech Line’ of 
Pavel Zacha-David Krejci-David Pastrnak together after reuniting them 
with great success over the last two games. 

-Defenseman Derek Forbort remains week to week after surgery on a 
broken middle finger, but he has resumed skating on his own ahead of 
Bruins practices. 

Tampa Bay Lightning Notes 

-Tampa Bay Lighting defenseman Mikhail Sergachev is off to the best 
start of his career with four goals and 14 assists in 18 games. Sergachev 
led the Lightning in points against the Boston Bruins last season with four 
assists in four games and has three multi-point games over his last five 
games against the Bruins. 

-Andrei Vasilevskiy will get the start for the Lightning. He’s 7-5-1 with a 
2.84 GAA and .909 save percentage. Vasilevskiy is 6-3-1 with a .925 
save percentage and one shutout in his last 10 starts against the Bruins. 

-Nikita Kucherov and Steven Stamkos are tied for the team lead in goals 
with ten lamplighters a piece. Kucherov leads in assists with 18 and 
points with 28. 
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Bergeron Has Always Taken Less To Stay And Win With Bruins 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

4-4 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron can reach the 1,000-point 
plateau on Monday night in Tampa Bay when the Bruins kick off a two-
game Florida road trip against the Lightning. 

Anyone who’s familiar to Patrice Bergeron knows that when he reaches 
this milestone, Bergeron will be grateful and proud, but what has, does, 
and will always matter most to him, is the success of his team. 

Speaking recently on the Raw Knuckles Podcast – hosted by former 
Montreal Canadiens and Boston Bruins winger, and West Roxbury, MA 
native Chris Nilan – Montreal Canadiens general manager Kent Hughes 
revealed that Bergeron once passed on likely way more money to play 
for the Bruins’ bitter rivals, the Canadiens, to stay with the Bruins and win 
more Stanley Cups. 

After already keeping his promise to take less on his third NHL contract 
(three years, $15 million), Bergeron was in prime position to cash in on 
the open market prior to the 2014-15 season, and Hughes told him to 
swing for the fences with the Bruins, because he had already taken one 
for the team. 

“His next deal came up and he said ‘What do you think I’m worth?’ and I 
said highest paid player I think at the time was $8.5M. …I think it was 
[Corey] Perry and [Ryan] Getzlaf at the time actually and I said you’re. 
…you’re $9.5M and he said ‘How did I become $9.5M?’ and I said well, 
because you’re better in my opinion, and because there’s a team four-
and-a-half hours northeast of here who is your team’s greatest rival. 
They’re dying for a first line center; they’re dying for a captain. …and 

there’s just a premium. And he said ‘Yeah, well, if I make that kind of 
money, we’ll never win, and I wanna win, I want six-and-a-half’ and I was 
like six-and-a-half, you gotta be kidding me! 

So, I said that’a great but the problem is, you can’t make everybody else 
take less, and he always said ‘All I can always do is lead by example. I’ll 
do my part and it will be up to everybody else whether they want to fall in 
line or not.” 

As Hughes pointed out to Nilan, having a player like Bergeron in the 
salary cap era can be a saving grace for an NHL GM. …oh and by the 
way, the Bruins can thank Bergeron for all that Brad Marchand has 
brought them. 

“That type of character. …there’s a reason why the Bruins have had that 
much success,” Hughes said. “And Brad Marchand refused to take more 
than Patrice Bergeron.” 
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Bruins Tie NHL Home Record, 'Don't Plan on Stopping' 

 

Joe Haggerty 

4-5 minutes 11/21/2022 

 

If there’s one thing that the Boston Bruins have already established 
beyond of a shadow of a doubt this season, it’s that they are going to be 
a handful on home ice against anybody across the NHL. 

The Boston Bruins tied the NHL record with their 11th consecutive win at 
TD Garden to open this season when they outclassed the Chicago 
Blackhawks by a 6-1 score on Saturday night. 

The Boston Bruins win once again at TD Garden. 

They tie an NHL record with their 11th straight home win to start the 
season (Florida Panthers in 2021-22 and Chicago Blackhawks in 1963-
64). 

With the Bruins scheduled for a Florida swing through Tampa Bay and 
the Panthers in Ft. Lauderdale just prior to Thanksgiving, the Black and 
Gold will go into Turkey Day undefeated at home. 

They’ll get a chance to defend that, of course, with the annual Black 
Friday matinee against a strong Carolina Hurricanes group that ended 
their playoff lives last season, set for Friday afternoon. A win there would 
give them the NHL record with 12 wins at home at the start of a season 
after matching the current record set by last season’s Florida Panthers 
and the 1963-64 Blackhawks. 

“We don’t want to lose in this arena,” said Jeremy Swayman, who 
stopped 18-of-19 shots in his return from a lower body injury suffered a 
couple of weeks ago. “Boston fans are the best in the league, so we want 
to make sure that we’re winning at home and that we don’t plan on 
stopping anytime soon.” 

The explanation behind it in its simplest terms is that the Boston Bruins 
are just that good, home or road. They’re top-5 in nearly every team 
statistical category, they have a player in the top-5 in scoring in David 
Pastrnak and they’ve got a goalie in Linus Ullmark that leads the NHL in 
goals against average (1.89) and save percentage (.937). The Bruins are 
the only team still averaging than four goals per game with a 4.11 goals 
per game average through their first 18 games of the season. 
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But there’s also something about the energy powering the Boston Bruins 
fans at the Garden right now that the B’s players have picked up on in a 
big way. 

“I think good teams do that [play well at home],” said Trent Frederic a 
couple of weeks ago when asked about the roll that the B’s were on at 
the Garden. “It’s fun playing at TD. I feel like we’ve always got a packed 
crowd. It’s like a Saturday every night. It’s easy for us.” 

Overall, the accolades just continue to pile in for a team that’s improved 
to 16-2-0 on the regular season, leads the league with 32 points and has 
a commanding league in the goal differential department with a plus-38 
this season. Add the home ice dominance to everything else they have 
going on, and it’s clear the expectations have been raised significantly for 
a group that’s on to something special. 

Just ask the NHL record books if you don’t believe this humble hockey 
writer. 

“It’s nice to be part of the record books, said Boston Bruins head coach 
Jim Montgomery. “One thing we wanted to do was focus on staying in the 
present. Focus on the next shift, and I thought we did a great job of that 
tonight.” 

The Boston Bruins aren’t any slouches on the road either as their 5-2-0 
record would attest as they ready for the two-game road swing that’s 
going to test them in the Sunshine State. 
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Bruins’ Patrice Bergeron scores 1,000th point in win over Lightning 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 
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There were 90 seconds remaining in the Bruins’ 6-1 blowout of the 
Blackhawks on Nov. 19 at TD Garden. The result was in the bag.  

Yet with an offensive-zone draw coming, coach Jim Montgomery sent out 
his No. 1 line. He really wanted Patrice Bergeron to score his 1,000th 
career point on home ice. It didn’t happen. 

Instead, Bergeron hit the threshold at Tampa Bay’s Amalie Arena on 
Monday in a 5-3 win. He became the fourth Bruin to score 1,000 points, 
joining Ray Bourque (1,506), Johnny Bucyk (1,339) and Phil Esposito 
(1,012). Of the four, Bergeron is the only one to score every point for the 
Bruins.  

Bruins legend Patrice Bergeron earns career point No. 1,000 on this goal 
assist to Brad Marchand. 

He joined Sidney Crosby, Alex Ovechkin, Patrick Kane, Evgeni Malkin, 
Anze Kopitar, Eric Staal and Nicklas Backstrom among active players to 
score 1,000. Bergeron, of course, is the only one of the eight to win five 
Selke Trophies. Bergeron probably could have busted through the 1K 
barrier far earlier had he not been so committed to defensive excellence. 

It probably meant more to Bergeron to reach the 1,000-point mark in the 
second period of a meaningful clash with the Lightning than in garbage 
time against the JV Blackhawks. And it was probably just as meaningful 
that Brad Marchand, his perpetual running mate, scored the goal that 
gave Bergeron the milestone assist. 

“It is a special moment,” Marchand told NESN. “It doesn’t happen often. It 
couldn’t be with a better guy. Just a great opportunity to be out there and 
have the whole group celebrate with him. We were happy to be there and 

be part of it. Just so happy for him. Just another milestone in such an 
incredible career. Obviously a Hall of Famer, so it’s fun to see.” 

They are not just linemates. They are practically co-captains, Stanley 
Cup champions and fast friends. The team’s most important equation, 
after all, is 63+37=100. 

“He’s a big part of why I wanted to come back,” Bergeron said on NESN. 
“Playing with him is a treat. He’s a big reason I’ve been able to get to that 
1,000.” 

On the goal, Bergeron carried the puck through center ice through a 
Nikita Kucherov poke check. Bergeron handed the puck off to Marchand 
in the neutral zone and drove to the net, taking Victor Hedman with him. 
At the same time, Marchand slowed down as he crossed the offensive 
blue line, drawing Erik Cernak his way. 

Marchand’s pass to the middle was broken up. But the left wing settled 
the loose puck and found a soft spot in front of the net, produced partly 
because Hedman had gone with Bergeron. 

An instant after Marchand scored the goal, the left wing pointed at 
Bergeron to touch off the celebration. Every Bruin rolled off the bench to 
join the pile. Even the Bruins fans at Amalie Arena joined in the fun with a 
“Bergy! Bergy!” chant. 

“I didn’t know,” Bergeron said. “I just saw Marshy’s reaction. I kind of 
realized I touched it, so I got it. It was kind of a surreal moment. It was 
cool to see everyone jump on like that. Very thankful for all those guys. 
Big part of what makes it fun to play this game.” 

David Krejci slaps one in 

The Bruins were not in a good spot. They were down 1-0 in the first 
period following a Nick Paul goal. 

David Krejci gave the Bruins life. 

After taking a seam pass from Charlie McAvoy, Krejci hustled into the 
offensive zone and let a slap shot fly. It was a 45-footer, taken from 
above the top of the right circle with no traffic in front against Andrei 
Vasilevskiy — exactly the type of low-percentage slap shot that has been 
going out of style. 

Somehow, the No. 2 center sailed his slap shot past Vasilevskiy to tie the 
game at 1-1. It was the first of five straight goals by the Bruins. 

Trent Frederic leaves early 

Trent Frederic did not return for the third period. In the second period, 
Frederic tumbled into the end boards. His left shoulder took most of the 
impact. The No. 3 right wing played just a game-low 5:14. Linus Ullmark 
stopped 32 shots, including a Brayden Point breakaway in the first period 
while the Bruins were trying to find their legs. Marchand’s goal was his 
first at five-on-five. His other five goals have been on the power play. “He 
didn’t have the luxury of a training camp and exhibition games and get to 
know the language,” Montgomery said on Nov. 18. “So he’s a little behind 
that way. But his competitiveness allows him to catch up real quick. For 
him, it’s just being able to get to what his new normal is and … (excelling) 
at it. It’s going to get there. He’s too great of a competitor and too skilled 
of a hockey player. When you have that kind of skill and will, you don’t 
end up being denied. He hasn’t been denied very much in his career.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Selfish shooters propel Flames to victory in Philly 

 

Wes Gilbertson 
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PHILADELPHIA — Jonathan Huberdeau wasn’t sure he’d done this 
before.  

Dillon Dube didn’t think he’d hear the end of it.  

You never want to be accused of being a selfish teammate, but 
sometimes you simply need to take aim and fire. That certainly proved 
true Monday as the Calgary Flames continued their travels with a 5-2 
victory over the Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo Center.  

Huberdeau and Dube got the ball rolling by cashing on separate two-on-
one rushes, each pondering the pass before letting ’er rip instead. 

“It’s like empty nets … ” said Flames associate coach Kirk Muller after his 
squad picked up a second consecutive win. “We always say, ‘There’s 
one time you can be selfish in hockey, and that’s when the goalie is 
pulled. So don’t be looking for that extra play, just bury it.’ And it’s the 
same thing for two-on-ones. We’ve talked as a team about the right 
opportunity and making your play and capitalizing when you get those 
opportunities. We had a couple in the first period, like you saw, and it 
makes a big difference when you bury it.”   

Huberdeau and Dube, two guys who haven’t exactly filled the net this fall, 
were apparently paying attention to that pep talk.   

Huberdeau has a reputation as a pass-first sort and an assists record to 
prove it, which is why everyone in the rink — most notably, Flyers 
defender Travis Sanheim — seemed to be anticipating a dish on his odd-
man rush with milestone man Blake Coleman. Huberdeau, however, 
called his own number, blistering a shot between Carter Hart’s blocker 
and the far post.   

“I kind of tried to keep it simple,” Huberdeau said after sniping his third of 
the season. “I don’t think I’ve ever shot on a two-on-one. Colesy was 
open, too, but it was nice to score that one.”  

Calgary Flames forward Dillon Dube battles Philadelphia Flyers forward 
Tanner Laczynski at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia on Monday, Nov. 
21, 2022. 

Calgary’s second strike was oh-so-similar, except that Dube — after 
glancing off Nikita Zadorov, his company on this crusade — picked the 
top shelf on Hart’s glove side for his first goal since the opener.  

“It was a debate. I was up in the air on that one,” Dube admitted 
afterward. “I actually shaded over a little bit to him because I was going 
to pass it to him. But at that point, I turned my brain off and just shot the 
puck.  

“(Zadorov) is giving it to me non-stop now. I love it, though. I told him I 
didn’t pass because it was him.”    

Monday’s game-winner came courtesy of workhorse defenceman 
Rasmus Andersson, also the hero two nights earlier in a shootout in 
Florida.    

Andersson leaned into a second-period slapper, a blast that not only 
glanced off Joel Farabee’s stick but actually snapped it in two. Hart was 
fooled by that deflection.  

The Flyers showed some pluck as they tried to avoid a seventh straight 
loss, but Jacob Markstrom made a clutch save on what could have been 
the tying tally and then Coleman — he marked his 400th career game 
with a three-point pile-up — and Trevor Lewis sealed the result with a 
pair of empty-netters in the final two minutes.  

For the hosts, it didn’t help that so many of their marquee names are 
currently out due to injury, a list that includes Cam Atkinson, Sean 
Couturier and team scoring leader Travis Konecny. It’s a wonder that 
Gritty hasn’t been added to the active roster.  

“It gives us confidence to win in a tight game like that,” Dube said. “It was 
a hard-checking game, so to lock it down there was important for us.”  

Calgary Flames goaltender Jacob Markstrom makes a save against the 
Philadelphia Flyers at Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia on Monday, 
Nov. 21, 2022. 

AROUND THE BOARDS  

The Flames, after improving to 9-7-2 with back-to-back victories, have 
now hit the midway point on this six-game roadie, their longest getaway 
of the season. Next up is Wednesday’s clash with Sidney Crosby and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins (5 p.m. MT, Sportsnet One/Sportsnet 960 The Fan) 
… Crosby, by the way, has been on a tear. He was saluted Monday as 
the NHL’s first star of the week after piling up 11 points — four goals and 
seven helpers — in his past four outings. Gulp … Dube is among those 
guys who needs to provide secondary scoring for the Flames. So to be 
waiting deep into November for his second of the season, that’s not what 
anybody had in mind. The 24-year-old buzzsaw buried on opening night 
but then sweat through 16 straight without notching another. “It’s nice, 
but I don’t think goals are the important thing,” he stressed post-game. 
“Our group, when we were on that losing skid there, I think I was trying to 
take ownership and play better hockey and I think the last games have 
been better, and that’s when the puck starts going in the net. I just wasn’t 
playing good enough earlier. I wasn’t creating. I wasn’t helping out my 
linemates. I think the last little while has been a lot better. So it feels good 
to get rewarded for playing better.”   

Philadelphia Flyers forward Kieffer Bellows dives ahead of Calgary 
Flames defenceman Nikita Zadorov at Wells Fargo Center in 
Philadelphia on Monday, Nov. 21, 2022. 

OFF THE GLASS  

Coleman celebrates a birthday next week. He wanted to celebrate this 
latest milestone before then — and he did so in style with a goal and two 
helpers. “I heard a joke that I made it there before 31,” he said with a 
smile. “It’s not the traditional path to get to 400, but I’m extremely proud 
to get to play that many games in this league. It’s the best league in the 
world. To be rewarded with a good night and obviously most importantly, 
two wins on the road, is nice” … Flames right-winger Brett Ritchie was a 
no-go for Monday’s matchup with the Flyers. As bench boss Darryl Sutter 
explained after morning skate: “He got double-injured (in Florida), so he 
has two minor injuries that don’t allow him to skate today.” Ritchie was 
replaced on the fourth line by Kevin Rooney … Michael Stone joined the 
Flames in Philadelphia, a hint that he should be back in action soon. 
Stone has now missed eight in a row with a lower-body injury … Stone’s 
replacement, Dennis Gilbert, doesn’t mind chuckling knuckles. The hard-
nosed call-up has dropped his gloves in three of his five appearances 
with the Flames, including Monday’s dance with Zack MacEwan. 
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Flames coach Sutter on Zadorov: ‘He’s been our best defenceman, 
clearly’ 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

8-10 minutes 11/22/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA — This was high praise for Big Z. 

With the Calgary Flames now nearing the quarter-pole of this new 
campaign, hard-to-please head coach Darryl Sutter heaped a major 
compliment Monday on hard-nosed rearguard Nikita Zadorov. 
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“He has been our best player in the physical part of the game and the 
execution part of the game,” Sutter said prior to a battle with the 
Philadelphia Flyers in the City of Brotherly Love. “He’s been our best 
defenceman, clearly.” 

Coming from Sutter, that’s Hallmark-sorta stuff. 

“It’s a tricky one — I gotta respond tonight then,” Zadorov grinned after 
the morning skate at Wells Fargo Center. “You can see when he trusts 
me on the ice. It’s a pleasure to play big minutes, big situations. It’s great 
to hear it. All I’m trying to do is play my best hockey so we can win some 
games.” 

The 27-year-old Zadorov — now skating with MacKenzie Weegar on 
Calgary’s second defence duo — wasn’t exactly blindsided by those 
accolades from the boss-man. Sutter has, going back several weeks, 
been consistently shouting out the skyscraping Russian in No. 16. 

These remarks are noteworthy, though, because this initially seemed like 
such an awkward fit. Don’t forget that last fall, after arriving as an off-
season trade acquisition, Zadorov was parked in the press box for five 
straight as a healthy scratch. 

From Darryl’s doghouse to “he’s been our best defenceman,” that is an 
impressive ascent. 

Nikita Zadorov eludes Boston Bruins forward Trent Frederic on Nov. 10. 

Sutter stressed that Zadorov’s game has really matured over the past 12 
months, then spit out a list of examples: “Knowing what the score is, 
knowing who is on the ice, things like that you talk to him about, using his 
stick properly, being a better penalty-killer, still maintaining a physical 
presence without taking penalties … ” 

“When you get a coach for two years who is winning Jack Adams and 
he’s known for making decent players into good players … I think that 
definitely helps,” Zadorov said. “It didn’t start well because I just wasn’t 
the player who I am right now. It took me a little time to figure out how to 
work with him, how to play his system, what he wants to see on the ice 
from me. 

“It just takes time, you know, how you respond to what coach wants to 
see? That was a big thing for me.” 

Adam Ruzicka #63 of the Calgary Flames (C) celebrates his first period 
goal against the Florida Panthers at FLA Live Arena on November 19, 
2022 in Sunrise, Florida. 

‘Gotta keep it up’: Flames forward Adam Ruzicka thriving in first-line role 

It helped him become a big deal for the Flames. 

Zadorov currently leads his crew in hits, certainly no surprise. He is also 
doing some damage on the offensive rush. With Saturday’s snipe in 
Florida, his fourth of the season, he has already matched his goal total 
from 2021-22. 

The most telling stat, however, is found under the column marked ‘TOI,’ 
short for time on ice. 

Everyone talked about a Big 4 on the Flames’ blue-line — a nod to 
Rasmus Andersson, Noah Hanifin, Chris Tanev and Weegar. It has 
turned out to be more like a Big 5. 

Zadorov has regularly logged 20-plus minutes. Heading into Monday’s 
meeting in Philly, he was second on the team in average shorthanded 
workload. He is now being auditioned on the second power-play unit, 
which would only make him more busy. Even with Tanev back from 
injury, Sutter has been hesitant to split up that second pair. 

Zadorov was eager Monday to share the spotlight with Weegar, calling 
him “one of the best partners I’ve ever had in my life” and adding “you 
know he is going to be supporting you in all situations,” but the coach 
wasn’t spreading the love during his own turn at the microphone. 

“Whoever (Zadorov) has played with, he has carried them,” Sutter said. 
“That’s a real positive in saying that about Z, but it’s also saying that 
there’s other guys that have to be better players for us.” 

Zadorov has been in those crosshairs before. 

Compliments are much better. 

“I’ve always been the guy, if there are some challenges, I would love to 
face them,” said Zadorov, who recently nudged past 500 career 
appearances at the NHL level. “You need to just go through it. Nobody is 
going to feel sorry for you, at the end of the day. There are so many 
young kids coming and they are stealing jobs. There is so much 
competition in this league. 

“There’s just no time for B.S. So you just have to toughen up and go play 
hockey.” 
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NHL99: Auston Matthews might become the greatest goal scorer we’ll 
ever see 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Jonas Siegel 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Sid the Kid was still just that, a kid, when we first learned his name. He 
was the next one. He would change hockey. 

Remember the Sidney Crosby Sweepstakes? 

John Tavares’ name started popping up in newspapers and on TV and 
radio years before he became a No. 1 pick, even before he was a 
teenager. The OHL decided that Tavares could be drafted as a 14-year-
old. He was that special. 

Connor McDavid was long seen as a generational talent on par with 
Crosby, so special that then-Buffalo GM Tim Murray was openly 
devastated when the Edmonton Oilers won the draft lottery over the 
Sabres in 2015. 

“I watch him too much and I think too much about him,” Murray told The 
New York Times earlier that spring. “I wish I could help myself.” 

Crosby, Tavares, and McDavid were, arguably, the three most-hyped 
prospects of the last 20 years. 

We knew they would be great long before they ever entered the NHL. 

But Auston Matthews? Nobody told us this was coming. 

Yes, he was the No. 1 pick in the 2016 NHL Draft. But nobody truly 
prepared us for this exactly, a generational talent, a true unicorn, the 
greatest scorer since Alex Ovechkin — and maybe, one day, the greatest 
scorer ever. 

Everyone remembers the four-goal debut, the first of its kind in NHL 
history. Less remarked upon but even more impressive is the fact that 
Matthews scored 40 goals that year, finishing as the runner-up to Crosby 
for the Rocket Richard Trophy as a 19-year-old. 
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Matthews, we were told beforehand, had a chance to become the kind of 
No. 1 center teams always dream of — just not someone who would 
score like Brett Hull and Mario Lemieux did to start their NHL careers. 

“Franchise No. 1 centers with that much size, speed and skill don’t come 
along that often,” one NHL scout told TSN’s Bob McKenzie. 

This was not McDavid, Tavares or Crosby. Matthews was not a slam 
dunk that way. 

Eight of 10 scouts surveyed by TSN ahead of the 2016 draft had 
Matthews as their top prospect. Two opted for Patrik Laine. 

TSN’s draft guru Craig Button gave Matthews the edge because he was 
a center. “An argument can be made that Laine may score more at the 
NHL level, but as a center, Matthews can impact the game in more 
ways,” Button wrote. 

Then working for ESPN, The Athletic’s own Corey Pronman topped his 
rankings with Laine, calling it a “coin flip” between him and Matthews. 

“He could be one of the game’s best players and a centerpiece center for 
a decade,” Pronman wrote of Matthews at the time. “But I think Laine at 
the very least has a chance to be something special, and I’d almost 
always take a chance on special.” 

It’s not that Matthews wasn’t projected to be special, just not this special. 
Not 60 goals in 73 games special. Not back-to-back Rocket Richard 
trophies special. Not first Hart Trophy winner for the Leafs in 67 years 
special. 

Not special like this: 

First six NHL seasons (modern era) 

Rank Player Adjusted goals 

1 

Wayne Gretzky 

337 

2 

Alex Ovechkin 

321 

3 

Mike Bossy 

295 

4 

Auston Matthews 

293 

5 

Mario Lemieux 

285 

One of us, writing for The Hockey News at the time, suggested that, “No, 
Matthews isn’t on the level of a Connor McDavid or Sidney Crosby, but 
he’s right there in the Steven Stamkos, John Tavares and Taylor Hall tier 
in terms of draft-year skill. 

“Matthews likely won’t be an elite difference-maker the minute he hits 
NHL ice, but in time he’ll get there.” 

Whoops! 

Maple Leafs president Brendan Shanahan was understated when asked 
about Matthews following his team’s lottery win in 2016, though you 
sense now that he knew the goal-scoring might be special. 

“He’s obviously a player that has played a lead role his whole life,” 
Shanahan said. “He’s got good size. He plays center. I feel like he can 
score from the perimeter but also has a knack for going to the net and 
banging some garbage goals home as well. So he’s definitely somebody 
that has earned the right to be where he is today.” 

Six years later, Matthews’ impact has landed him here, at No. 64 on The 
Athletic’s list of the best players of the post-expansion NHL. 

So what happened? Why couldn’t we see this coming? We knew it with 
McDavid and Crosby and Tavares. 

Why not Matthews? 

Nobody said he would walk in the door and pot 40. 

“I think the best way to say it (is), he didn’t really have the same type of 
attention,” Tavares observed. 

The Leafs’ captain said he didn’t know all that much about Matthews until 
he came across what Matthews did in the Swiss League during his draft 
year. 

And if there’s a likely explanation for the lack of “this-guy-is-going-to-
change-the-league” hype, it’s the unusual route Matthews took to the 
NHL. 

Not his childhood in the most untraditional of hockey markets in Arizona, 
but the unprecedented decision he made to play his draft year in 
Switzerland. 

“When I saw some of his highlights and what his production was in 
Switzerland, I was like, ‘He’s gonna be an elite player in this league 
because (the Swiss League) is not an easy league,’” Tavares said. “He 
had a great season over there. That’s not easy.” 

Tavares would know. During the 2012-13 season, when NHL players 
were locked out, Tavares played 28 games for Bern, producing 17 goals 
and 42 points. 

Matthews, as an 18-year-old, popped 24 goals and stacked up 46 points 
in 36 games for Zurich. But it was Switzerland — far outside the general 
hockey consciousness. 

Matthews wasn’t on TV night after night like McDavid, Tavares, and 
Crosby, all CHLers, were. 

Current Maple Leafs teammate Denis Malgin played with Matthews in 
Zurich. He remembers Matthews’ arrival at training camp in the 
mountains. “After the first couple practices, we saw that he was really 
good, really, really good,” Malgin said. “He was young and he was better 
than most of the guys.” 

Looking back now, Pronman says it was clear Matthews would score a 
whole bunch of goals in the NHL, just not this many. As he recalled it, 
Laine had the more impressive shot. 

Pronman gave Laine’s shot a grade of 75, using baseball’s 20-80 scale 
for measuring prospects. A 70 rating suggested a tool ranked among the 
very best. An 80 was generational. 

Matthews’ shot landed at 65. His skating: 60. Puck skills: 70. Offensive 
IQ: 60. Defensive IQ: 55. Physical game: 55. 

Clearly, he was going to be good, just not this good. 

With hindsight, we can see that Matthews blew away expectations in 
every facet of the game. His wrist shot, we quickly realized, had no 
equals anywhere in the world. Matthews unleashed it like that. He would 
develop other destructive ways to score in time, including a huge one-
timer on the power play. 

His skating grew more powerful, too. And because of those tremendous 
puck skills, perhaps underrated instincts, and a 6-foot-3 frame, Matthews 
came to become one of the top defenders at his position, a puck thief on 
par with Mark Stone. 
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The big question now: Just how high can he climb? 

Matthews is in the middle of his seventh season. He’s not even halfway 
through his career yet, so it’s obviously premature to speculate where he 
might land among the all-time greats when all is said and done. A lot can 
happen over the next 15 or so years that’s impossible to predict. 

But when doing this kind of exercise with players still at the start of their 
journey, it’s also impossible not to wonder. Matthews is a special talent 
and with how he’s tracking so far, he’s on a path that can put him among 
some of the best players of all time. He may be 64th on this list now, but 
it’s unlikely that ranking stands the test of time with his current level of 
play. Matthews’ peak is already right there with some of the game’s all-
time best. 

The best way to exhibit that is with his goal-scoring ability, specifically 
comparing him with the greatest goal scorer of all time, Ovechkin. 

Ovechkin is on a path to Wayne Gretzky’s record of 894 goals, a once 
seemingly impossible feat that now feels like a matter of when not if. By 
current estimations, it’s a total he should reach by the end of his age-39 
season, assuming he ages normally for a player in his late 30s. It may 
even be sooner given how Ovechkin has shown he does not in fact age 
normally. 

By age 25, Ovechkin had 269 goals in 396 games. By age 25, Matthews 
had 259 goals in 407 games. 

Matthews is way closer to Ovechkin than many people realize. 

The last two seasons have really started to cement Matthews as one of 
the game’s all-time great scorers. Last season, he needed only 73 
games to get to 60, a continuation of the torrid pace he was on the year 
prior when he scored 41 goals in 52 games. In terms of per-game output, 
that’s a 65- and 67-goal pace in back-to-back seasons. 

Ovechkin crossed a 60-goal pace only once in his career. 

Matthews doing that in back-to-back seasons with a 55-goal pace before 
that means that the best estimation of his true talent right now is a 60-
goal scorer over 82 games. It’s an absurd projection that highlights his 
consistent ability to put the puck in the net. Starting from that level and 
mapping out an age curve, we can compare what to expect from 
Matthews for the remainder of his career and compare that to 
Ovechkin’s. 

The big thing for Matthews is finding a way to avoid subpar seasons. 
Ovechkin has been remarkably consistent throughout his career, but he 
still had three seasons where he failed to score at a 40-goal pace or 
higher. If Matthews can avoid that during his peak years, he can set 
himself to be in a good position to chase the same records Ovechkin is 
chasing. 

On its face, that is an obviously bold proclamation for a player who is 
only 25, but Matthews is an arguably more prolific goal scorer than 
Ovechkin was at the same age. That’s a big deal and could mean 
tracking well with Ovechkin’s goal-scoring trajectory in each passing 
year. 

The key will be how long he can keep it up. There are two things that 
have put Ovechkin within reach of the all-time goals record that are big 
question marks for Matthews: health and consistent longevity. 

Throughout Ovechkin’s career, he has averaged 79 games per full 
season. Matthews is at 75. Over a 20-year career, that adds up to a full 
season lost, which alone could be the difference in how great Matthews’ 
legacy becomes. 

Ovechkin’s longevity is a much bigger factor and it is pictured perfectly 
on the chart. With a standard age curve, Matthews stops being a true-
talent 50-goal scorer at age 30. Ovechkin still somehow managed it at 
age 32, 33, 34 and 36 — with the jury still out for age 37. That’s simply 
unheard of with his gap above the standard age curve in his 30s showing 
exactly why Gretzky’s goal-scoring record is well within reach. He’s a 

machine, a perfect picture of consistency even at his advanced age (by 
hockey player standards). 

At age 25, all we know is what Matthews is now and how most players 
tend to age. We can’t pencil him in to keep trucking in his 30s the same 
way Ovechkin has because that’s what made Ovechkin special. 

Matthews would have to prove that on his own. 

The effects of age, as well as potential durability issues, are exactly what 
keep Matthews away from a goal-scoring career that matches Ovechkin’s 
trajectory. If he can limit subpar seasons, there’s a reasonable chance 
Matthews reaches 400, 500, and 600 goals before Ovechkin did. But 
those next plateaus become much more challenging as the age curve 
suggests Matthews tapers off in a way Ovechkin didn’t. 

We have no idea what the future holds, but for now, Matthews is on the 
Ovechkin track through his first six seasons and that’s a massive deal. 
He’s a generational goal scorer and being No. 64 on this list won’t do him 
justice very quickly. 

But that’s also just one part of Matthews’ game. On top of scoring, he’s 
also a world-class two-way center among the most dominant players in 
the league. Even if his goal scoring doesn’t project as high as suggested 
here, there’s so much more to his game that makes him elite, which 
should still put him in rarified air when all is said and done. 

Matthews has a very real chance to become one of the greatest players 
of all time. “One of the most under-hyped prospects of his generation” is 
a huge understatement. 
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The NHL slap shot is dying. Should some one-timers be the next to go? 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

We have concluded the NHL’s standalone slap shot is dying. Some one-
timers should also be on life support. 

That may surprise those who consider the one-timer a must-have option 
in an offensive toolbox. That is partly true. 

Consider the left-elbow power-play one-timer that Alex Ovechkin has 
turned into artwork. According to tracking by Clear Sight Analytics, 
between the start of the 2020-21 season and Nov. 18, such five-on-four 
one-timers, when preceded by a cross-ice pass below the hash marks, 
go in 35.4 percent of the time, leaguewide. 

Different data, though, illustrates how other one-timers now qualify as 
irrelevant. 

Take, for example, the one-timer from above the tops of the circles with 
no traffic in front. Even when a musclebound shooter like Adam Pelech 
leans into such a shot, it’s where offense can go to die. 

According to Clear Sight Analytics, from the start of the 2020-21 season 
through Nov. 18, there were 4,288 unscreened one-timers taken in all 
situations from above the tops of the circles. Only 30 went in. That 
translates to a .993 save percentage. 

Put another way, the high unscreened one-timer has a 0.6 percent 
chance of becoming a goal. Clear Sight Analytics defines a high-
percentage scoring chance as one that goes in 20 percent or more of the 
time. 

“Do they score? Yes,” says John Healy, Clear Sight Analytics’ vice 
president for data collection. “Do they score often? Very short answer: 
no.” 
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You may believe a fast-moving one-timer that doesn’t go in produces 
follow-up action. The data says otherwise. 

Only 159 of the 4,288 one-timers (3.7 percent) produced shots off 
rebounds. Those follow-up shots turned into 40 goals. The high one-timer 
is simply too easy for a goalie to catch or steer into safe ice. 

“We all get impressed by it,” Healy says. “But then you realize these 
shots in a game just don’t go in. Everything above the top circles, 
especially if the goalie sees it, he’s going to save it.” 

The more data you study, the story stays the same. Take the one-timer 
launched from below the tops of the circles and outside the faceoff dots: 
5,609 shots taken, 232 goals scored (4.1 percent). Even on the power 
play, the numbers hold steady: 1,910 one-timers taken, 81 goals scored 
(4.2 percent). 

“I think that actually makes sense,” Healy says of the low-percentage 
nature of such power-play one-timers. “Because that’s a very easy, 
predictable read. Because a lot of teams have been using that Ovechkin-
type spot for a number of years. It’s an anticipatory read for the goalie.” 

In some cases, offenses can turn predictability upside down. Penalty kills 
know, for example, that the Bruins like to set up David Pastrnak for 
power-play one-timers at the left elbow. If Pastrnak begins games with 
his typical puck-pounding, it can open up other options.  

Against the Canucks on Nov. 13, Pastrnak loaded up for a one-timer. 
Goaltender Thatcher Demko squared up to the shot he thought was 
coming. Instead, Pastrnak slap-passed the puck to Patrice Bergeron in 
the high slot. Bergeron redirected it past Demko. 

Against the Flyers on Nov. 17, Pastrnak spotted Jake DeBrusk available 
at the far post. As Carter Hart squared up to Pastrnak, the right wing 
slapped a pass to DeBrusk for a backdoor goal. 

In both cases, it was like a football team running the ball early. It doesn’t 
matter if such rushes produce minimal yardage if they set up a play-
action pass for a touchdown. 

“You have to honor the shot for the goalie,” Bruins coach Jim 
Montgomery says. “For the defensive players too, a lot of times they want 
to try and block that shot. So sometimes when you’re blocking a shot, 
you open up lanes committing to the shot, passing lanes. Pasta’s gifted 
at knowing if he has the shot lane or passing lane.” 

The solution to empty-calorie one-timers, then, may be wrist shots. Healy 
sees four benefits: 

1. Teammates may be more willing to get in front of a slower-velocity 
wrister than a buzzing slapper. Specifically with point shots, bodies in 
front are required to make life harder on goalies, either by filling their 
sightlines or tipping pucks. Montgomery, for example, wants two forwards 
inside the dots on point shots. 

2. By taking a moment to handle the puck and study the landscape 
instead of ripping a head-down one-timer, a shooter at the point expands 
his offensive portfolio. The best, like defensemen Cale Makar and Adam 
Fox, buy time for themselves to create shooting lanes and for their 
teammates to occupy them. By using the precision of a wrister, they can 
steer pucks more accurately around shot blockers. 

Consider this Alex Killorn deflection of a Mikhail Sergachev shot. 
Sergachev could have one-timed the puck after receiving a pass from 
Blake Coleman. Instead, Sergachev walked the blue line, waited for his 
teammates to converge on the net and placed his shot where he wanted. 

“Instead of taking the time to wind up, which now gives the shot blocker 
time to get in the lane, if I just hold my stick down on the puck ready to 
shoot, now I’ve got more control over which side of the net I want to 
shoot at, based on where the goalie’s head is and based on where the 
players in front are screening,” Healy says. “It also lets me decide which 
way I want to shoot around the shot blocker or blockers plural in the lane. 
All that time you’re taking to wind up is giving you less time, actually, to 
make your decision of all those little nuanced details.” 

3. A slower wrist shot can produce more secondary action. If a sizzling 
one-timer glances off a shin pad, it might go into a corner. Even worse, it 
could carom the other way and produce a breakaway chance. 

In comparison, a long-distance muffin may not go in. But if it thuds off a 
net-front defenseman’s pants, the rebound would remain in high-danger 
ice. 

“I can chunk something in slowly, get a screen, get a deflection,” Healy 
says. “Now even if it gets blocked, it’s more likely that it’s going to stay 
there. Even if the goalie makes the save, maybe he’s not able to stick it 
or take it with his blocker and send it to the corner. He’s fighting it off. 
That puck is sitting in a much more dangerous area.” 

4. The chances of a shooter’s stick breaking with a wrist shot are lower 
than with a one-timer. 

Hockey remains an instinctual game. The availability of clear-as-day 
data, though, should motivate coaches to encourage certain plays and 
discourage others.  

“The message has to be as broad or concise as it needs to be based on 
your team and your level of players,” Healy says. “So if you think your 
guys can handle more variations of a rule, then I think you can put a few 
stipulations in. I think the bottom line is, ‘We don’t take one-timers from 
above the top circle as a team.’” 

It would then be up to the players to listen. 
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ESPN / 'This kid's a player' -- Matty Beniers is making a big impact in 
Seattle 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Matty Beniers won't read this or any story about himself. Beniers is so 
serious about this edict that he asked his parents to stop sending him 
articles that had anything to do with him. 

Humility means everything for Beniers. That is why he feels it is better to 
concentrate on other items in life other than what people say about him. 

It's also ironic given people can't stop talking about Beniers. His name is 
always mentioned whenever someone talks about the Seattle Kraken's 
early success. Start talking about the Calder Trophy race and his name is 
one of the first that gets said. Beniers is only 27 games into his NHL 
career, yet he is already popular enough in Seattle that he is starting to 
get stopped for autographs and pictures when he is in public. 

His teammates joke they are tired of talking about him. But they all have 
so much to say about what has allowed him to excel as a 20-year-old in 
the NHL while also expressing what makes him a special person who 
wants to do right by those around him. 

The affinity for Beniers is so strong that the Kraken's pre-game 
introduction video has 30 seconds that are solely dedicated to Beniers. It 
talks about how he is the future and how he is part of "The Next Wave" of 
players expected to lead the franchise for years to come. 

Of course, Beniers won't know about a lot of this because he will never 
read about it. 

"I've just never liked seeing stuff about myself," Beniers said. "I don't 
really know why. I think I might have seen other people around me todo 
the opposite and I just didn't like it. So I started doing that when I was 
young." 
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Beniers has been managing expectations since the Kraken drafted him 
with the second pick in the 2021 NHL Draft. Selecting Beniers came with 
the belief the Kraken were getting a prospect who projected as a top-line, 
two-way center who could potentially become one of their franchise 
cornerstones for years to come. 

Going 27-49-6 in their inaugural season meant the Kraken had to make 
the prospect of a better future a selling point for fans. Everyone got a 
glimpse of that future last season when Beniers left the University of 
Michigan after his sophomore year to sign an entry-level contract and 
scored nine points in his first 10 NHL games. 

"The first practice he was on the ice, I was like, 'Oh my God is he good!," 
Kraken forward Yanni Gourde said. "It was at that point when you're like, 
'This kid's a player.' A lot of guys come out of college, they come out of 
juniors and you don't know if they have it right away. He's that kid who 
really stepped on the ice and you knew this kid is going to be good right 
away." 

Beniers already had a point -- an assist -- in his first NHL game. What he 
achieved in his first game at Climate Pledge Arena only heightened 
expectations. He was active in both zones while making the plays the 
casual fan or a more keen observer could appreciate. 

He also scored his first NHL goal in that same game which went into 
overtime. Kraken coach Dave Hakstol trusted Beniers enough to deploy 
him for three minutes of ice time in the extra frame. What was arguably 
Beniers' strongest display came when he tried setting up the game-
winning goal in OT with a no-look, between the legs pass. The 
confidence he showed was so strong that he was one of the three 
skaters selected in a shootout the Kraken ultimately won. 

"You're not overly surprised about anything he does," Kraken forward 
Jordan Eberle. "You're shocked at the confidence level to do that to 
come in off a college season and come into the NHL and go right to it. 
He's a very confident kid but he handles it in a very good way." 

Skill is only one part of the package. Eberle, an alternate captain, said 
Beniers has shown the maturity and personality needed to thrive in an 
NHL dressing room. What stood out most to Eberle was the fact Beniers 
did it late in the season at a time when the team already had its identity. 

First-year players are usually more reserved at first. They take time trying 
to figure out the dressing room before speaking up and displaying their 
personality. Not Beniers. Eberle said Beniers had no problems fitting in 
with the rest of the team. 

"He's sociable. He likes to talk. He likes to chirp," Eberle said. "I think 
when you have a kid, who at a young age like that, you can get under his 
skin and he is able to have confidence to give it back, it is a good thing. 
That means you fit right in." 

Another way Beniers has fit in is with his contributions. He is second on 
the team in goals and is tied for the third in points (11). He is third among 
forwards in total ice time, second in 5-on-5 ice time, and second in 
power-play ice time. 

As for rookie stats: Beniers leads all rookies with 11 points, is second 
with five goals and sixth with five assists. He also ranks second in ice 
time among rookie forwards and 11th among all rookie skaters. 

There is also the trust he has been shown in the defensive zone. He is 
sixth among Kraken forwards in defensive zone faceoffs and is fourth in 
defensive zone starts, per Natural Stat Trick. Those numbers help create 
a composite that shows Beniers is developing into the all-around player 
the Kraken believe is a strong part of their future. 

Beniers is showing even at this stage of his career he can be that top-six 
center capable of impacting a game in several ways. Having someone 
like Beniers, among others, is one of the reasons why the Kraken have 
emerged to be one of the NHL's more notable surprises through the first 
quarter of the season. 

"He's a great player and a great human being which makes him a very 
special and important person in this organization," Gourde said. "Not only 

are you trying to build an organization that has a good team every year, 
but you're trying to build a team with good character and good people. 
That's how you build a foundation in an organization." 

Good people. That is all Bob and Christine Beniers ever wanted their 
three children to be when they got older. They saw early signs of that in 
their youngest child when he was playing youth league basketball back 
home in Hingham, Mass., a Boston suburb. 

Beniers had a teammate who was not the best at basketball. But Beniers 
kept passing him the ball to make sure that particular teammate got a 
chance to take a few shots in the game. 

"After the game, that kid's mother thanked me for what Matty did," Bob 
recalled. "She said, 'My son never touches the ball. ... That's the way any 
parent should want their son and daughter to be. That's to be humble and 
nice to people and be aware of other people's feelings. That's a lot more 
important than hockey." 

Then Bob learned about another story. It was Halloween when Gourde 
and his family went to visit Beniers and Will Borgen, who share a house 
together. The Gourde's arrived only to find Beniers and Borgen were 
dressed in costumes so Gourde's two daughters could have Halloween 
with them before going trick-or-treating later that night. 

"Stuff like that is how you know they are genuine, super good, super nice 
and we appreciated that," Gourde said. 

Beniers and Borgen are housemates who have bonded over watching 
games, watching Game of Thrones, playing video games and debating 
over who is worse at Mario Kart. 

"They text each other from their rooms," quipped Carson Soucy, who sits 
next to Borgen in the dressing room at the team's practice facility. 

Borgen said Beniers is a clean housemate who is also guilty of leaving 
his laundry in the dryer for a few days. He says they don't cook much. 
But when they do, Beniers is the better cook of the two. Borgen says 
Beniers' specialty is his garlic bread. It's possible Beniers displayed those 
skills the weekend before Thanksgiving when his parents and two 
siblings flew to Seattle to do their version of Thanksgiving along with 
Borgen. 

Going out to dinner gives them a chance to hang out even more, explore 
different restaurants and also see more of Seattle. It's just that going out 
to dinner also means Beniers is learning what it means to be a 
professional athlete in a public setting. 

"Some people might want a picture with him, some people might want to 
say hi, some people just stare and look at him a little bit," Borgen said. 
"It's probably his first year getting that quite a bit but he is a really nice 
person who was raised right and that is why he handles things so well." 

What's it like to be Beniers? How does he handle what comes with being 
a first-line NHL center, who could win the Calder and help the Kraken 
now and in the future, all while doing it in a market that is still new to 
hockey? 

"I have no idea!" Beniers says in a way that makes everyone around him 
laugh. "I don't even think about it. I think I have high expectations that 
supersedes what everyone else's expectations are. I think for a lot of 
guys on this team someone might say, 'You played a great game' and 
you might think you played awful. I feel like I am the same way." 

Bob, however, does have a way to describe it: It's surreal. For their 
family, they realize it was just a few years ago when Matty moved from 
home to go play for the National Team Development Program. The 
lessons he learned at the NTDP are still ones he carries with him to this 
day. Bob said the reason Matty takes a nap before every game is 
because that is what they did at the NTDP to help players understand 
how sleep can impact a routine. 

Bob and Christine watch Matty's games on TV. They also try to see him 
in person when time allows. They flew to Pittsburgh to not only watch the 
Kraken play the Penguins. But they flew to make sure they could 
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celebrate their son's 20th birthday. Bob said Christine made sure their 
son got his presents and "a big hug from mom" because those things are 
still important. 

"I tell him all the time he is a very lucky young man," Bob said. "I have 
also told him to take a lot of pictures so he can remember the ride." 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Worrisome’ Morgan Rielly injury will put Maple Leafs' 
depth to test 

 

Luke Fox 

 

TORONTO – John Tavares racked his brain. 

The 14-year veteran tried to think of an occasion he was on a team 
simultaneously missing its No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 defencemen to injury. 
Nothing came to mind. 

Bad things, they say, come in threes. 

So, if it wasn’t enough that Jake Muzzin (spine) is out indefinitely, and 
that T.J. Brodie (oblique) isn’t recovering as quickly as hoped — Brodie 
won’t travel on the upcoming four-game road trip — now the Toronto 
Maple Leafs may be staring at life without Morgan Rielly. 

“It’s for sure worrisome. We know the role he plays on and off the ice for 
our team. I think he's one of the best defencemen in the league,” Tavares 
said, following his club’s 3-2 overtime loss to the New York Islanders on 
Monday. “Hopefully, it's nothing too serious.” 

Rielly collided in open ice with New York’s Kyle Palmieri early in the third 
period, apparently tweaking and clutching his left knee. Both men hit the 
ice and were slow to rise. Rielly skated one more shift before leaving the 
game. 

Rielly will have imaging done Tuesday, which should provide more clarity 
on the severity of his injury. 

“It's tough,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. “We’re already missing guys, and 
Morgan is so important to our team and to our back end in particular. 

“But, we lose Muzzin — we made a big deal of it. It wasn't a big deal. 
Brodie — made a big deal of it. It wasn't a big deal. Just gotta keep 
playing, because that’s the way it goes.” 

The Toronto Maple Leafs depleted (black-and-)blue line is facing a 
serious test. 

Reilly is a respected voice of calm and encouragement off the ice and a 
do-everything team guy on it. He operates the top power-play unit, logs 
23 minutes a night, pitches in on odd-man and final-minute situations, 
and triggers offence from the back end like no one else on the roster. 

He has 16 assists in 20 games. 

“His No. 1 asset is being able to move that puck, whether it be 
defensively or offensively,” Mark Giordano says. “He’s always up there 
as one of the top D in the league in my mind.” 

Rielly, Brodie and Muzzin were the club’s top three minute-munchers last 
season, skating a combined 65:47 per game. 

“Those three are huge for our team,” Mitch Marner said. 

Their absence means heaping more on the plates of veterans Giordano, 
Jordie Benn and Justin Holl. It means accelerating the responsibility of 
youngsters Timothy Liljegren and Rasmus Sandin. 

None of them average more than 18:40 this season. 

This could also mean a recall for Marlies Victor Mete or Mac Hollowell 
just in time for a flight to New Jersey and a date with the hottest team in 
hockey. Hollowell has never played in the NHL. 

“I’m sure whoever’s going to be in that spot is going to be ready for the 
challenge and excited for the role,” Marner said. “Next man up.” 

The silver lining here is timing. 

If you’re going to get bit this hard by the injury bug, you’d rather it be in 
November, when you’ve already climbed into the top half of the 
conference standings. 

And the Maple Leafs’ team defence — a prioritization from jump — is 
operating well. Despite Monday’s loss, Toronto is still the eighth-stingiest 
team in the league, surrendering just 2.7 goals per game. 

Not a big deal. 

In fact, Giordano is welcoming the extra work. At age 39. Making a hair 
above minimum wage. 

“We have the guys back there who are waiting for opportunities, myself 
included,” Giordano said, unflinching. 

“You always want more ice time. And when you get it, you gotta make it 
count.” 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Marek on Twitter 

Friedman on Twitter 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• On this date three years ago: Keefe debuted as head coach of the 
Maple Leafs, snapping a six-game losing skid with a 3-1 win over 
Arizona. 

Since his debut, Keefe has amassed third-best points percentage in NHL 
(.674). He’s already the ninth-longest-tenured bench boss in the league. 

"There's a lot of trust between him and the coaching staff and the group 
here," Tavares says.  

• Islanders top centre Mathew Barzal is awesome at many things: 
skating, playmaking, interviews, tossing multiple pucks to kids during 
warmups, looking like a million bucks… 

What he struggles with, however, is draws. 

Barzal is a career 42.5 per cent faceoff man whose success rate this 
season has plummeted to a career-low 33.6 per cent. 

Among NHLers who have taken a minimum of 130 draws, Barzal has 
had the least success. 

• Within the past five years, four different MLSE teams have captured 
championships: Toronto FC (2017), Toronto Marlies (2018), Toronto 
Raptors (2019), and now the Toronto Argonauts (2022). 

• Matt Martin says that newly promoted Isles head coach Lane Lambert 
has carried most of the original values of predecessor and longtime 
mentor Barry Trotz. 

He is, however, trying to get the group to evolve into a greater scoring 
threat. 

“He’s implemented the D being a little more active and more aggressive 
[and] allowing us to create a little more offence, which I think has gone a 
long way,” Martin says. 

The Islanders have 16 goals by defencemen. The Leafs, by comparison, 
have five. 
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• The Maple Leafs have trade interest in Frank Vatrano, Elliotte Friedman 
reported on 32 Thoughts. 

The 28-year-old left-shot winger has four goals and two assists through 
18 games with the Anaheim Ducks this season. He’s on the books 
through 2024-25 at a $3.65-million cap hit, so Kyle Dubas would be 
looking for Anaheim to retain salary. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After yet another blown lead, Canucks’ problem isn’t 
scoring goals – it’s winning 

NHL Highlights: Golden Knights 5, Canucks 4 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – Talking a couple of weeks ago about the Vancouver 
Canucks disastrous penalty killing, winger J.T. Miller said it took a lot of 
mental strength to keep going out for shorthanded shifts. 

Were this not the National Hockey League, we could imagine the 
discussion at the bench among players being something like: “You go out 
there.” “You out of your mind? I’m not going out there. You go.” “I went 
last time, somebody else’s turn.” “Let’s get the new guy to go. Hey, new 
guy, want to kill a penalty?” 

It’s like, knowing there are sharks in the water, who wants to go 
swimming? And by the way, let’s smear you in bacon grease first and 
give you a nose bleed. 

But nothing is mentally tougher for the Canucks than playing with the 
lead. They’ve been inept at it partly because, it seems, they turn to jello 
mentally when they’re ahead. Besides their inability to make simple 
defensive plays – and get saves from goalie Thatcher Demko – the 
Canucks just look like a team without any appetite for or resistance to 
defensive pressure. 

“I don't know what the right answer is,” centre Elias Pettersson said 
Monday. “We've got to, like, love being in those moments, and I think we 
do. But I don't know, it's been happening too many times.” 

For the seventh time in 19 games, the Canucks lost after leading by at 
least two goals when the Vegas Golden Knights, who are far more 
immune to stress and expectations, scored three times on three shots in 
the middle of the third period to win 5-4 at Rogers Arena. 

Five of those seven games were blown in regulation time, which means 
the Canucks have collected two points out of 14 despite leading by two 
or three goals. 

There have been several things that defy belief during one of the most 
disappointing first quarters in franchise history, but Vancouver’s inability 
to protect multi-goal leads is almost unfathomable at this volume. 

Seven games? Maybe over a full season. Maybe. 

Over the opening six weeks? No, that doesn’t happen. 

The 6-10-3 Canucks have become so adept at not winning, they actually 
allowed two game-winning goals on Monday. In case one wasn’t enough. 

After goals by William Carrier at 6:54, from a rebound scramble, and 
Reilly Smith at 8:57, a few seconds after a terrible giveaway by Demko, 
turned a 4-2 Vancouver lead into a 4-4 tie, Mark Stone appeared to put 
Vegas ahead at 10:08 when he shot another rebound through the 
goalie’s pads. 

But the video challenge by the Canucks revealed that Vancouver 
defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson’s rim around hit a camera lens hood 

protruding through the small photo window in the glass before the puck 
bounced back towards the slot a few seconds ahead of Stone’s goal. The 
circular hood from the camera skittered across the ice looking, at least to 
a couple of Canucks, like a second puck. 

The goal was disallowed. 

Canucks successfully challenge goal after puck takes wacky bounce off 
camera 

It didn’t matter because Vegas defenceman Alex Pietrangelo scored from 
close range at 14:14 (yes, between Demko’s pads) after stepping easily 
in front of Canuck Brock Boeser to convert Stone’s pass. 

“Honestly, I didn't know that was a rule that you could challenge that,” 
Canuck captain Bo Horvat said of the puck-out-of-play review. 
“Obviously, it's the right call. The camera lens shouldn't be there and 
when it hit, we all kind of stopped playing there for a second because we 
didn't know what the heck was going on. Lucky to get that called back, 
but. . . that was our break and we should have capitalized on that. 

“You've got to realize when you get bounces like that, when things go 
your way in your favour like that, you've got to find ways to capitalize and 
keep your foot on the pedal. I think we sat back a little too much and they 
took advantage.” 

In fairness to the Canucks, they didn’t sit back much. Sure, there was the 
normal defensive-zone panic, but mostly they just needed a timely save 
from Demko, who had looked semi-impervious to that point. 

Canucks' Boeser dekes around defender to set up Kuzmenko for tap-in 
goal 

The third-period shots were 13-13, and the Canucks had a chance to 
earn a lot of credit by scoring three times in 4 ½ minutes earlier in the 
final frame to build a surprising 4-2 lead against the powerful Knights. 

But after Pettersson scored on his own rebound at 6:11, shortly after 
Horvat and Luke Schenn had put pucks past Vegas goalie Logan 
Thompson, it took the Canucks only 43 seconds to start giving away their 
lead. 

The best third-period save for Vancouver was by Pettersson, who lunged 
back with one leg to rob Jonathan Marchessault of an open-net goal on a 
two-on-one in the final minute. In the end, that didn’t matter either. 

“As soon as we got up by two, it's just like we shut it down again,” Horvat 
said. “We got away from our game and just kind of let them come. A 
team like that, obviously they’re No. 1 in our division, one the best teams 
in the league, for a reason. And we just took our foot off the gas there for 
too long.” 

“I don't know,” Pettersson said. “I mean, guys, all of us want to win. All of 
us are trying.” 

Four goals have to be enough to win a big game on home ice. The 
Canucks have lost five other games while scoring at least three times. 
Scoring isn’t their problem; winning is. 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Coleman shines on milestone night, Flames hope he 
can help Huberdeau return to form 

NHL Highlights: Flames 5, Flyers 2 

 

Eric Francis’ 

 

PHILADELPHIA – We’ll refrain from calling him the hero, as the 
revamped Calgary Flames haven’t counted on many of those this year. 
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But on a night several lads combined to give the Flames their fourth win 
in five outings, it was Blake Coleman who marked his 400th NHL game 
with a three-point effort. 

Yes, the kid from Plano, Texas. 

“It shows our game has really grown, right?” beamed Flames assistant 
coach, Kirk Muller, who played the final four seasons of his NHL career in 
the Lone Star State. 

“You've got Texans playing 400 games in the NHL, it's pretty special. 

“When I played in Dallas, you saw the rinks being built and the kids 
playing hockey there, and he's an example of those kids that have come 
up now and made the NHL. 

“Not only for a few games, but to play 400 games is quite an honour. He 
had a heck of a game to finish that 400 games.” 

A pair of working man’s assists in the first period lifted the Flames to a 2-
0 lead over a struggling Flyers club they’d eventually finish off in the third 
with two empty netters. 

Coleman’s was one of them, which is good news on a lot of fronts for the 
man who complained to no one just two games earlier when he returned 
to play his former club in Tampa while toiling on the fourth line. 

Not that his contributions are generally measured in goals and assists, 
but a promotion to the third unit alongside Mikael Backlund and Jonathan 
Huberdeau has now netted him four points in two games, including 
snipes in consecutive spins. 

“I heard a joke that I made it there before 31,” smiled the 30-year-old 
winger, whose club handed the Flyers their seventh-straight loss. 

“It's not the traditional path to get to 400, but I'm extremely proud to get to 
play that many games in this league. It's the best league in the world. 

“To be rewarded with a good night and obviously most importantly, two 
wins on the road, is nice.” 

'Come a long way from a little Texas kid': Flames' Coleman on playing 
400th career game 

The Flames, who had yet to win consecutive road tests this season, have 
won two of the first three on this season-high six-game trek, including 
Monday’s 5-2 win over the Flyers and Saturday’s Florida reunion of sorts. 

It was Coleman who’s dogged determination to clear his own zone that 
sprang Jonathan Huberdeau on a 2-on-1 that the Flames newbie buried 
with a wrister far side as Coleman acted as a decoy. 

Few things are more pressing in Calgary than helping Huberdeau return 
to the form that saw him finish second in league scoring last year, and 
perhaps Coleman can provide that spark. 

“A 2-on-1, I think I haven't had too many this year, so it's nice to get one 
and I kind of tried to keep it simple,” smiled the playmaker, whose third 
comes two days after scoring a big confidence booster in Saturday’s 
shootout. 

“I don't think I've ever shot on a 2-on-1. Colesy was open, too, but it was 
nice to score that one. 

“It’s been good playing with these guys. And I think Colesy, 400 games, 
that’s pretty cool. And to cap it off like this is awesome. He works really 
hard, so that was great, three points.” 

Huberdeau’s goal in the opening five minutes was followed eight minutes 
later by a similar finish by Dillon Dube, who looked off Nikita Zadorov on 
a 2-on-1 he too finished perfectly for his second of the year. 

“When he's skating and he's hunting pucks, he's at his best and that line 
was good tonight,” said Muller of Dube, who skated alongside Nazem 
Kadri and Andrew Mangiapane. 

“Doobs is skating really well and when he had that opportunity to 
capitalize with his shot, he took advantage of it. That's a perfect game for 
him to keep building on. He's a kid that is a momentum-type player and 
that's something to build on tonight.” 

Fresh off of being Saturday’s shootout hero, Rasmus Andersson put the 
Flames up 3-1 in the second with a point blast that went in off of Joel 
Farabee’s stick, setting up a third period in which the Flames are the 
lowest-scoring team in the league. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

The Flyers narrowed the gap to 3-2 on an egregious giveaway by 
Andrew Mangiapane with 12 minutes remaining, setting the table for a 
few key Jacob Markstrom saves before Coleman and Lewis found the 
empty net in the final two minutes. 

“We knew there was going to be a pushback at some point and they 
scored, but we stuck with it and I think we finished it off - that's all that 
matters,” said Huberdeau. 

“We battled. It's another good win for us. Now we've got two in a row on 
the road. It feels good on the road trip, but now we've got to keep it 
rolling.” 

Next stop, is Pittsburgh, where it sure seems logical Darryl Sutter will 
keep the lines together in an effort to continue building chemistry. 

“Backs has probably been our most consistent forward since Day 1 this 
year - he has that two-way type play that stabilizes the line and gives 
(Huberdeau) a chance to create some offence,” explained Muller. 

“And Coles, he's a chaser. That's his game - he's at his best when he 
hunts pucks. When you get playmaking, the combination of working 
together, chemistry - they're veteran guys - it makes for a good line.” 

For the third time in five NHL games with the Flames this season, Dennis 
Gilbert gamely dropped the mitts, getting the best of Zack MacEwen less 
than a minute before Dube’s goal. 

The 26-year-old defenceman is hellbent on doing everything he can to 
stay in the lineup, which will be tough as Michael Stone started skating 
with the team again Monday, making him a likely starter Wednesday 
against the Penguins. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Devils show inconsistent Oilers what an elite team looks 
like 

 

Mark Spector 

 

NEWARK, N.J. — Soft and loose — it doesn’t win November, and it sure 
as heck won’t win in May and June. 

But here are the win-one-lose-one Edmonton Oilers, trundling along 
playing one strong game in a row, then tuned in by a New Jersey Devils 
team that is hockey’s best example of an outfit that brings it every night. 

The Devils won their 13th straight game, beating Edmonton 5-2 Monday 
night in Newark, while the Oilers haven’t won back-to-back games since 
Nov. 1. 

After a hard, responsible win on home ice versus Vegas on Saturday, the 
Oilers were shy on the details and deserving of the ‘L’ as they opened up 
a three-game road trip with a loose, soft loss at the Prudential Center. 
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What’s the solution? 

“We're gonna need to find a solution,” offered winger Zach Hyman. “We 
need to start stringing games together. Not just have a good one, then an 
OK one, then a good one and then a not so good one … We need to 
have some consistency to our game. 

“And it's not early in the year anymore. We're closing in on the 20-game 
mark. So we need to figure that out.” 

The Oilers are a ho-hum 10-9, with game No. 20 set for UBS Arena near 
Belmont Park on Wednesday. The New York Islanders await, and they 
just beat the Toronto Maple Leafs on the road Monday night. 

Edmonton surrendered a freebie on a Stuart Skinner puck-handling 
gaffe, and gave up their blue line all night long against a small, fast and 
feisty group of Devils forwards. This was a tough test against a marquee 
team, and Edmonton just did not measure up defensively. 

Skinner gave the Devils a free goal when he fanned on a puck that 
ended up as an empty-netter for Dawson Mercer. It happens. 

But just 3:30 later, he tripped while coming across the crease and 
couldn’t make the save on the 3-1 goal by Damon Severson. 

One of those mistakes has to not happen, if you’re going to defeat a 
team as good as this Devils club. 

“The tough one for me it was probably the third one,” Skinner said. “Kind 
of a little trip, and it gave them the 3-1 lead, which is something you 
never want to do. 

“I tried to grab an edge and just lost it. I fell and I just kind of reached for 
it. That one stinks just because it gives them the 3-1 lead.” 

Oilers' Skinner misplays puck, gifts Devils easy goal 

Ryan Nugent-Hopkins made it 3-2 just 4:52 into the third period, and 
Edmonton had all kinds of time to rescue a point or two. But shortly 
thereafter, a Devils rush resulted in Tomas Tatar standing all alone in 
front of Skinner, free to bat a puck out of the air and into Edmonton’s net. 

It was just another example of the blue paint being a free parking zone 
for Edmonton’s opponents this season. 

“That's probably my fault. I think I should box him out after he shoots it,” 
said defenceman Tyson Barrie, who deflected Tatar’s original shot and 
was looking along the backboards for the wayward puck. 

Unfortunately, it had hit Skinner and popped right back into the slot. 

“I heard it hit Skins' blocker, so I was looking around to see where it 
(went),” explained Barrie. “I mean, give (Tatar) credit. He grabs it and hits 
it out of the air and into the net. But, yeah, I get my stick on the puck and 
I think I turned the wrong way. So I should probably block him out there.” 

Devils' Tatar controls mid-air rebound before batting puck in vs. Oilers 

Watching the play, assuming Barrie would take Tatar, was the trailing 
forward Jesse Puljujarvi. He had a front-row seat to the goal that swayed 
this game Jersey’s way — in great defensive position, but doing nothing 
with the positioning he had earned. 

It was a scene we have witnessed far too often: the front of Edmonton’s 
net, and a skill guy standing there demonstrating how skillful he can be. 
That, in a nutshell, is where Edmonton has to improve its game — and 
we’re not sure the Oilers have the personnel to do it quite yet. 

“We want to do a better job of contesting lines,” began head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “I think the game changes when the opponent gets the blue 
line. If they do get the blue line and shoot the puck, they have got to get 
touched. 

“They can't just have a free lane to tap in a rebound. That's one of those 
individual mistakes that we have to clean up.” 

We’re 20 games in. 

Sure, it was a bad break that a deflected shot — one that usually ends up 
on the glass — wound up in the slot. And because it was deflected, 
Skinner’s rebound control is compromised. 

But Tatar left standing alone is a character trait this Oilers team will soon 
have to shed. Because we’re not even at the point of e season where 
teams start crashing the net with purpose yet. 

“When you play a team that's on the roll that they're on, they make you 
pay for those individual errors,” Woodcroft observed. “We were made to 
pay tonight on some of our mistakes.” 

It’s a recurring theme around here, and the 10-9 record tells the story of 
an average team through the first quarter of the 2022-23 season. 

Soft and average. 

It won’t do. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs find some traction as Keefe pushes right buttons 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and New York Islanders skated at Scotiabank Arena on 
Monday.  

Early in Saturday's game, Sheldon Keefe decided to change up his top 
six. 

The Leafs were in good shape on the scoreboard, but the coach didn't 
like how things were trending against the Buffalo Sabres. So, he moved 
Mitch Marner to the Auston Matthews line and shifted William Nylander 
down to the John Tavares line.  

"I just felt that we were losing the matchup and it wasn't one I wanted to 
get away from in terms of Auston versus [Tage] Thompson," Keefe 
explained. "For William, the challenge is always to stay engaged 
defensively, no matter who he's playing. But when I use Auston in some 
difficult matchups, the attention to detail has to be that much greater for 
everybody." 

The right-wing rotation proved to be the right move. Matthews and 
Marner kept Buffalo's big boys off the board while Nylander exploited an 
easier matchup to score an important insurance goal. 

"There's a lot of adjustments that happen throughout the game and I 
thought we made some really good ones on Saturday," Matthews said. 

Keefe is going back to Matthews with Nylander and Tavares with Marner 
to start Monday's game against the New York Islanders.   

Buffalo's top three goal scorers in 5-on-5 play are on their top line with 
Thompson between Jeff Skinner and Alex Tuch. Meanwhile, Islanders 
top-line centre Mathew Barzal scored for the first time this season on 
Saturday. 

"Today is a different challenge, so our focus is on that and want to reset 
things a little bit," Keefe said.  

Keefe, who coached his first game behind the Leafs bench three years 
ago today, has been pushing the right buttons since the team returned 
from a winless road trip through Las Vegas, San Jose, Los Angeles and 
Anaheim in late October. Toronto is 6-1-2 in November.  

"We're starting to get the point where we got some real traction with our 
group in terms of how we need to play to have success," Keefe said. 
"Now, we think there's another level to get to offensively for sure, but 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 22, 2022 

 

there's a lot of things defensively that we've done ... we've just insulated 
our team very well defensively and that's given us a chance for success." 

Even though some guys aren't producing as expected, Keefe continues 
to stress to his players that the team is still in a really good spot. Toronto 
sits second in the Atlantic Division and 10th overall in points percentage.   

"At the same time that he was being hard [on us], he was being calm," 
Nylander noted. 

"There's a lot of trust between him and the coaching staff and the group 
here," said Tavares.  

"Each season is its own beast," Keefe said. "We have a number of 
changes from our team last season, and it's taken a little bit of time and 
we're still not where I think we can be, but it's certainly starting to look a 
lot more like we're capable of."  
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Leafs Ice Chips: Hail to the Keefe 

Its been a rollercoaster season so far for the Maple Leafs and head 
coach Sheldon Keefe has been taking a lot of criticism, but the players 
are sticking by him as he has been crucial to them breaking out of their 
slump. 

---  

Even-strength offence continues to be an unexpected issue for the highly 
skilled Leafs, who are tied for 23rd in 5-on-5 goals. And yet 
sharpshooting winger Nick Robertson can't crack the lineup. The 21-
year-old will sit a fourth straight game on Monday.  

Like on Saturday, Keefe was again asked if there are any concerns about 
Robertson's development.  

"A couple things," the coach said. "First of all, I'm not going to answer 
this question every single day. It's getting redundant. But what I would 
say is, there's a lot of benefits of being in the NHL for a young player."  

--- 

Despite scoring two goals on Saturday, Nylander showed some self-
awareness after the win over Buffalo.  

"I didn't think today was maybe my best game," he said.  

What was missing?  

"Getting those second opportunities and staying on the puck was a little 
bit lacking, but it is what it is," the 26-year-old said.  

Nylander is tied for the team lead with 10 goals.  

"I've been skating well," he said. "I've been able to create a lot playing 
with Matty or John. I think we've been dialled." 

Nylander has hit the scoresheet in all but three games. He's only been 
held without a shot once. Is he happy with his consistency?  

"It's only 19 games in so got to keep it going through 82," he said with a 
smile.  
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Does Nylander need to shore up defensive play to stick with Matthews? 

William Nylander, Auston Matthews and Sheldon Keefe spoke to the 
media ahead of their game against the Islanders on Monday. Speaking 
on the line change on Saturday that saw Nylander join Matthews and if 
he needs to focus in on defence more when facing the other teams top-
line. 

--- 

Tavares will be facing the Islanders for the ninth time.  

"It's definitely a game he circles on his calendar," said Matthews. "I know 
it means a lot to him and it means a lot to everybody in this room, 
because you want to go out there and play well for him." 

Tavares agreed that this matchup still brings some extra emotion.  

"Always good to see familiar faces," the 32-year-old said. "Obviously, a 
place that means a lot to me." 

"It probably means something to him," Nylander said before breaking into 
a smile. "We'll see on the board tonight."  

There's more than one reason for Tavares to put money on the board on 
Monday night. It is also his 300th regular season game as a Leaf.  

"It's year five, so when you think about it that way, it does feel like time 
has flown a little bit," Tavares said. "Yeah, it's crazy to think that that 
much time has passed. I try not to think about it a lot. You're the one 
making me aware of it, but, yeah, it's crazy to think it's been that much 
time."  

Tavares has two goals and two assists against the Islanders.  

'Definitely a game he circles': Islanders showdown still sparks Tavares 

John Tavares playing the Islanders has always been entertaining since 
he came to Toronto, members of the Maple Leafs and Islanders spoke 
pre-game to discuss what it means to Tavares to play his former team 
and the impact he has had on both franchises. 

--- 

After playing three times last week, Matt Murray will get a rest on 
Monday.  

"Today would've been four games in six days for him," Keefe said. 
"That's a lot to ask for any goalie, never mind a guy coming off of injury 
reserve whose season is essentially just beginning." 

Erik Kallgren will start against the Islanders.  

"The team's played well when he's been in there, so no hesitancy that 
way," Keefe added.  

Ilya Samsonov is not expected to be available to play this week as he 
continues to rehab a knee injury. He will, however, accompany the team 
on the upcoming road trip so he can continue to work with goalie coach 
Curtis Sanford.  

--- 

When Samsonov joined Murray on the injured list earlier this month, 
Keith Petruzzelli signed an entry-level deal with the Leafs and dressed as 
the backup goalie in four games.  

"It was just an honour to be there," he said. "It was great to practice with 
the best and be around the best every day. You just take that all in and 
really enjoy the moment." 

Any moment that popped?  

"Auston Matthews went through the legs, backbar on me and [they] put it 
right on the Instagram so that one sticks out," the 23-year-old said with a 
laugh.  

Petruzzelli is now back in the American Hockey League but says the time 
with the big team "absolutely" makes him hungrier to get back. He has 
won seven of his nine games with the Marlies.  

"Just my footwork," the 6-foot-5 keeper said when asked what's working 
well. "It's really come a long way. I'm getting faster, I like to think, so just 
keep working on that. I read the game really well and I'm able to react 
well situationally."  

"He's just steady," said Marlies coach Greg Moore. "He's a quiet person 
and it shows in net. He's very quiet and calm and a lot of times when you 
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have a goalie back there who just stops the puck, gives that calm feeling, 
it gives a lot of confidence to the players in front of him."  
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Petruzzelli on getting posterized by Matthews, hunger to get back to 
Leafs 

Keith Petruzzelli is back with the Marlies in the AHL, but the goalie won't 
soon forget his first experience with the Leafs. A lasting memory was a 
between-the-legs goal Auston Matthews scored in practice, which made 
it onto the team's social media channels. Petruzzelli, 23, says he's now 
hungrier than ever to get back to the NHL. 

--- 

With 10 goals in 14 games this season Adam Gaudette is tied with Joey 
Anderson for the Marlies lead in that department.  

"My mindset was to come down and have fun, help this team win and 
produce for these guys," he said. "Work on the little things defensively 
and move my feet with the puck. We're doing development ice twice a 
week and started that in the summer and I think my game has elevated 
from just working with the staff in this organization. It's been 
unbelievable. It's nice to have an organization that really believes in you 
and gives you every opportunity to succeed." 

"We've talked about him finding his game and finding his confidence," 
Moore said. "He's a great player, especially at this level." 

After lining up as a left winger to start the season, Gaudette got a look in 
the middle over the weekend.  

"I really like how I'm being trusted and being used in all situations," he 
said.  

"He has plenty of experience there even in the NHL," Moore highlighted. 
"It's important for all our guys to get time in different spots to prove 
themselves for call-ups." 

The biggest adjustment?  

"Defensively, for sure," the 26-year-old said. "Just figuring out where your 
guy is in the D-zone. It's obviously different from wing. I think that's where 
I struggled a little bit out there [Saturday] was picking up the right guy in 
the D-zone and sorting it out with the D. It's a different game out there 
playing wing and centre. You have the opportunity to have more speed 
coming up through the middle and collecting the puck whereas a winger 
you can be a little more offensive and get behind the D a little more. I'm 
happy with the coach's decision to put me in both just to show the 
versatility I have."  

--- 

After Saturday's game, Murray passed Toronto's player-of-the-game belt 
to shutdown centre David Kampf.  

"He made a heck of a play in the first on that penalty kill, like, a spin-o-
rama, one-handed chip past their d-man and we ended up scoring Gio's 
goal there, so I thought that was a big moment for us," Murray said. "He's 
as solid as they come. He plays well defensively. He's a good leader. 
Does a great job of the penalty kill. He's always in the right spot. He's 
definitely an unsung hero here so wanted to show him some love."  

Kampf is now on pace for 35 points, which would be nine more than last 
year's career high.  

Murray 'tremendous' in first home win; shows 'unsung hero' Kampf some 
love 

Matt Murray has looked sharp in three starts since returning from an 
adductor injury. "He gave our team tremendous confidence," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. But the goalie preferred to share the love with 
teammates after his first home win in Toronto. Murray passed the player-

of-the-game belt to "unsung hero" David Kampf, who made some key 
plays on the penalty kill. 

--- 

Defenceman T.J. Brodie, who is sidelined with an oblique injury, will not 
come on the road trip, which starts Tuesday and includes stops in New 
Jersey, Minnesota, Pittsburgh and Detroit.  

"Brodie is not progressing as quickly as they'd like and he won't travel 
with us," Keefe said. 

--- 

Lines at Monday's Leafs skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Kerfoot - Tavares - Marner  

Engvall - Holmberg - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Malgin  

Simmonds, Robertson  

Rielly - Benn  

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Kallgren starts  

Murray 
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TSN.CA / The NHL’s talent imbalance shifts East 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The National Hockey League, like most sports leagues, is cyclical.   

Case in point: for many seasons this millennium, the league’s most 
skilled and capable teams resided in the Western Conference. We 
remember the dynasties – Detroit under Mike Babcock, Chicago under 
Joel Quenneville, and Los Angeles under Darryl Sutter all won multiple 
titles and made life extraordinarily difficult for other Western Conference 
contenders. 

Times have changed. Over the past few seasons, the talent shift towards 
the Eastern Conference has been palpable, and it has led to what I 
consider a significant talent imbalance. 

That’s not to say the Western Conference is devoid of skill. The league’s 
most dangerous team resides in Colorado, and Dallas and Vegas have 
already established themselves as credible Stanley Cup contenders this 
season. 

But the rest of the conference leaves a lot to be desired. Juxtaposed 
against an Eastern Conference where it seems as though there are few 
soft parts of the schedule, it’s something we will have to persistently 
consider when evaluating the true talent level of each of these teams. 
Remember: 61 per cent of a team’s schedule stems from conference 
play. 

One way to gauge the health of a group of teams – be it at the division or 
conference level – is to evaluate how they do when they aren’t playing 
one another. The below tables show how the divisions have fared against 
one another by way of three measures: net shot differential, net expected 
goal differentials, and net goal differentials. 
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There are a few interesting takeaways from the data here: 

- By total goal differential, the Atlantic (+11) and Metro (+26) are 37 goals 
better than the Western Conference across 127 head-to-head games so 
far. That means the average game between the two conferences sees 
the East winning by 0.3 goals. 

- Metro Division teams have destroyed the Pacific Division teams in their 
respective head-to-head matches. In 32 games, Metro teams are 303 
shots (+9.4 per-game) and 22 goals (0.7 per-game) better than the 
Pacific in these spots; notably, the Carolina Hurricanes took 11 out of a 
possible 12 points against Pacific foes to start the year on a base of a +8 
goal differential. 

- With Carolina’s dominance, New Jersey’s surge in the standings, and 
the division’s numbers against the West, you might be inclined to think 
the power of the NHL resides in the Metro. I think that remains to be 
seen. For as good as the Metro looks, they have been beaten soundly 
within the conference by their Atlantic Division peers – Atlantic teams are 
23 goals better than the Metro in 46 games (+0.5 goals per game), 
though the underlying numbers are extremely close between the two. 

- The Central Division looks rancid, in large part because the talent 
(Colorado and Dallas) are struggling to offset five minnows (St. Louis, 
Nashville, Minnesota, Chicago, and Arizona are 58 goals underwater as 
a group, and those goal numbers appear flattering in light of the grim 
shot and scoring chance disadvantages they carry on a nightly basis). If 
nothing else, the flurry of slow-starting teams in this division has opened 
the door for the Winnipeg Jets (+8 goals year-to-date), who may be 
talented enough to secure a top-three spot in the division. 

The top of the Western Conference still seems robust, but weakness in 
the middle, with another cut of teams (hello Chicago, Arizona, and 
Anaheim) already eyeing the draft lottery, spells an easier road for 
contenders west of the Mississippi. 

Certainly in relation to that of their Eastern Conference peers, who look 
like they are preparing for a knife fight through game 82. 
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