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Hurricanes’ improbable comeback nets a point against Winnipeg Jets despite OT loss 

By Chip Alexander  

If you missed the Carolina Hurricanes’ game Monday at 
Winnipeg, or turned if off in the third period with the Jets 
leading, here’s what you missed: 

The Canes pulled goalie Pyotr Kochetkov for a sixth attacker 
and Jaccob Slavin scored. 

The Canes pulled Kochetkov again and Andrei Svechnikov 
scored. 

The Canes pulled Kotchetkov again and Martin Necas 
scored. 

Just like that a seemingly safe 3-0 lead for the Jets 
disappeared in the final five minutes of regulation. It was 3-3 
and the game soon in overtime at Canada Life Centre in 
Winnipeg. 

The Canes did not complete the comeback by stealing away 
with both points, losing 4-3. Josh Morrissey scored on a 
breakaway at 2:10 of the overtime – Morrissey’s second goal 
of the game – as the Jets caught Carolina changing when 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis headed to the bench. 

But if a 2-1 overtime loss to the Minnesota Wild left the 
Canes frustrated on Saturday, and it did, the last-gasp rally 
Monday secured a well-appreciated point. 

After watching the Canes lose a lead late in regulation 
against the Wild, coach Rod Brind’Amour used the word 
“crap” is describing their play. He walked back that comment 
Monday, saying he was a bit too emotional after the loss, 
and praised his guys for their fight. 

“You never know,” Brind’Amour said. “I just love how we 
were out of that game in the third and then kind of just dug in 
and said, ‘Let’s go.’ 

“Give the guys credit for not giving up. We lost the specialty 
point at the end but the fact we were able to come back says 
a lot about our group and I’m proud of that. You don’t want to 
get down three (goals) but it was good that we didn’t give 
up.” 

Brind’Amour isn’t a coach who overly relies on analytics but 
he did pull Kochetkov for a sixth attacker with 5:56 to play 
before a faceoff in the Winnipeg zone. 

“You’ve got nothing to lose at that point,” Brind’Amour said. 
“When you’re not generating any offense in the third you’ve 
got nothing to lose.” 

Slavin’s first goal of the season, from the left point, came 
with 4:48 left in regulation. 

“We got that one and it gave us a little life,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

Svechnikov, positioned in front of the net, then deflected a 
Brent Burns shot past goalie David Rittich with 3:08 left, his 
13th goal of the season. It was 3-2. 

Necas unloaded from near the blue line, scoring with 38.8 
seconds left in the third and quickly being swarmed by his 
teammates on the ice. 

It might have been the earliest Brind’Amour has pulled a 
goalie in a game, and it could have been even earlier, he 
said. 

“We talked about it at the eight-minute timeout, about ‘Why 
don’t we just try something crazy?’” he said. 

There were parts of the game Brind’Amour did not like. The 
Jets scored the three goals in regulation on breakaways and 
rushes up the ice, then in the OT. The Canes again misfired 
on the power play, going 0-2. 

But the Canes killed off a 5-on-3 Winnipeg power play. And 
with Kochetkov pulled at the end and the Canes net empty, 
Slavin made a critical block on a shot by Kyle Connor with 
about a minute left in regulation. 

The Canes (10-5-4) still have some work to do on their 
overtime execution. It was their third consecutive OT loss. 

“We always fight to the last second and it was great how we 
stayed with it, and we had the momentum,” Necas said. 
“We’ve got to figure out a way to win in overtime. We’ve lost 
four or five times, which is kind of crazy with the skill we 
have.” 

The Canes, who have played 12 of their first 19 games on 
the road, returned to Raleigh for a game Wednesday against 
the Arizona Coyotes. They play at Boston the day after 
Thanksgiving, then are back home to face the Calgary 
Flames on Saturday. 

 
 
 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 23, 2022 

 

Brent Burns’ transition to Hurricanes eased by a great pairing with Jacob Slavin 
By Cory Lavalette 

With both a Florida player and a Carolina player in the 
penalty box, Brent Burns collected the puck at the right point, 
glided at an angle toward the boards and flicked a wrist shot 
toward the net. 

It found its way through traffic and went in, the first goal for 
the Hurricanes’ new defenseman, just 6:12 into his 
preseason debut. 

In the third period, with the game tied 3-3, he skated below 
the goal line and threw a bad-angle shot at Panthers goalie 
Spencer Knight. The puck rattled in, giving Burns his second 
goal of the night and what wound up being the game-winner. 
Burns earned first-star honors in his first game with the home 
team, and he was serenaded with roars of approval from the 
PNC Arena crowd. 

It seemed almost too easy, and it exhibited why the 
Hurricanes acquired the shoot-first, ask-questions-later 
defenseman during the offseason. 

Of course, coming to a new team and city after 11 seasons 
in San Jose is anything but simple. 

“I think it’s a huge transition, especially being with a team for 
that long,” said Tim Gleason, the former NHL defenseman 
and Hurricanes assistant coach who is charged with running 
the team’s defense. “You’re almost set in your ways, right? 
So coming over here is definitely a big transition, let alone 
just moving your whole family and all — there’s a lot to go 
along with it.” 

Burns arrived in Raleigh soon after the July 13 trade, which 
sent Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi and a 
third-round pick to San Jose and also brought defenseman 
Dylan Coghlan to Carolina. Burns started working out at 
team facilities and getting to know the staff, specifically 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

“Just a special player and person,” Brind’Amour said of 
Burns. “We just love having him around. And I was fortunate. 
He came early and I kind of spent a lot of time with him in the 
offseason because his kids had to get to school. And then 
(we’re) real fortunate his son plays with my son, the same 
hockey team. So we’ve constantly been spending a lot of 
time together.” 

And for Burns, the transition to life on the East Coast has 
been easy. 

“We really love being a part of this organization and city,” he 
said. “I mean, it’s been great.” 

The adjustment on the ice thus far has also been good. 
Through 19 games this season, Burns has three goals and 
10 assists and is on pace for 56 points — which would be his 
most since 2014-15. That’s despite the fact that Carolina’s 
power play has struggled, converting just 14.3 percent of its 
chances heading into Wednesday’s game against the 
Coyotes. 

But there’s a lot behind the scenes that goes into coming to a 
new team with new teammates and a different system. 

“I think the most impressive thing is he’s 37 and he’s like a 
20-year-old — he wants to learn,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
knows he’s in the new system, he knows this. And he’s like, 
‘Just give it to me. How do I learn to catch up?’ 

“You could just sit there and go, ‘Tell me what to do,’ 
because he’s been around and played at the high level. 
That’s not his attitude at all.” 

Gleason said, “He’s actually one of the easiest guys going 
and he wants more. He wants to learn, he wants to know it 
now. So he’s very eager on the daily and obviously wants to 
get better.” 

It’s not Burns’ first time going to a new team after a long stint 
in another city. Drafted No. 20 overall in 2003 by Minnesota, 
Burns played seven seasons with the Wild before he was 
traded to San Jose in the summer before the 2011-12 
season. 

“I don’t remember too much about it,” Burns said of the 
adjustments he made more than a decade ago in moving to 
the Sharks from Minnesota. 

Fellow Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei has a more 
recent experience of being traded to a new team for the first 
time. Skjei was dealt to Carolina right before the 2020 trade 
deadline, leaving the Rangers team that had drafted him 
almost eight years earlier and with whom he had played his 
first 307 NHL games. 

“Everyone feels like you’re gonna be in the one spot for your 
career,” Skjei said, “and that’s usually not how it happens, 
how it works out, so it was tough.” 

Skjei, a left-handed defenseman, had a pretty nice landing 
spot — opposite of Brett Pesce on Carolina’s shutdown 
pairing. 

“It was a pretty smooth transition for both of us,” Skjei said of 
pairing up with Pesce. “I mean, obviously playing with a guy 
like him who is a really strong defenseman and a good 
player, it makes it really easy for me.” 

Pesce and Skjei not only play together at even strength but 
are usually paired together on the penalty kill. Since the start 
of the 2020-21 season, no defense pairing has played 
together more in all situations than Skjei and Pesce. 

Fourth on the list, despite not being on the same team this 
season, are Burns and Mario Ferraro, who were mainstays 
together on the Sharks’ defense since the latter reached the 
NHL in 2019. 

That kind of chemistry is hard to replicate. 

“It takes time. It doesn’t matter what you do,” Burns said. 
“There’s so many little things that just happen naturally over 
time. You can see it with (Pesce and Skjei). I just love 
watching how they react and interact on and off the ice. You 
can tell it’s a special partnership.” 

If there’s anyone who makes for an ideal new partner, it’s 
Jaccob Slavin, who is now paired with Burns. 

For the third straight year, Slavin has a new player on the 
right side of his pairing, having played with Dougie Hamilton 
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two seasons ago and Tony DeAngelo last year. Both of 
those players thrived next to Slavin — and cashed out to the 
tune of a combined $73 million in contracts. 

“Slavo covers a lot of ground,” Brind’Amour said. “So if 
there’s mistakes, he can make up for them. No matter who 
we’ve played with Slavo the last few years, he’s elevated the 
game for that pair.” 

With Burns signed for two more seasons after this one, he 
and Slavin should have plenty of time to adjust. Having one 
of the league’s best defensive defensemen on his opposite 
side has helped Burns from Day 1. 

“It takes time to get chemistry,” Burns said. “It doesn’t matter 
what it is. Hockey is a game of five guys in a unit. It does 
take time to figure out how to use each other and how to get 
better with each other. 

“To see (Slavin) up close, I definitely didn’t realize it, the 
details of his game and how good he is.” 

Pesce, who played with Slavin early in their career after both 
made their NHL debuts about a month apart in 2015, has 
seen how Slavin can help a new partner adjust. 

“When you’re that good, you can stick him with anyone and 
he’ll make them look like an all-star,” Pesce said of Slavin. 
“Obviously, Burnsie’s a world-class player, so I see them 
getting better each game.” 

Then there are Carolina’s systems, which require a lot of the 
defensemen. Burns said the hardest part has been in-game 
reads. 

“We ask a lot from our D, so I don’t think he’s used to that 
part of it,” Gleason said. “For how much we ask from the D, 
every single zone, all three of them — it’s more of a skating 
game that we want from our D, so it’s definitely a big 
transition for sure.” 

From each game to the next, one can see Burns picking 
more and more of what the Hurricanes want him to do. 
Whether it’s pinching in from the point to keep the puck in the 
offensive zone or continuing his normal habit of shooting at 
will, the 6-foot-5, larger-than-life defenseman is finding his 
way on the ice in Carolina. 

“I think it just takes time,” Burns said, “but it really has been 
as smooth as it could be.” 

 
 
 

 

Coyotes take on the Hurricanes after Bjugstad’s 2-goal performance 
Arizona Coyotes (6-8-1, eighth in the Central Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Wednesday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Arizona Coyotes visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Nick Bjugstad scored two goals in the 
Coyotes’ 4-3 shootout loss to the Nashville Predators. 

Carolina is 10-5-1 overall and 4-2-1 in home games. The 
Hurricanes are 8-1-1 when scoring three or more goals. 

Arizona is 6-8-1 overall and 5-7-1 on the road. The Coyotes 
have a 1-5-2 record in games their opponents serve fewer 
penalty minutes. 

The teams meet Wednesday for the third time this season. 
The Hurricanes won 5-3 in the previous matchup. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov has 12 goals and 
six assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has scored five 
goals and added seven assists over the last 10 games. 

Clayton Keller has seven goals and 11 assists for the 
Coyotes. Lawson Crouse has five goals over the last 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 4-3-3, averaging 2.6 goals, 
4.3 assists, 3.6 penalties and 7.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.5 goals per game. 

Coyotes: 4-5-1, averaging 2.3 goals, 4.1 assists, 5.4 
penalties and 11.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.9 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), 
Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back), Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo 
Teravainen: out (upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

Coyotes: Andrew Ladd: out (undisclosed). 
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Remarkable empty-net rally earns Hurricanes a point in Winnipeg 
Carolina scored three goals in the final 4:48 of regulation to 
force overtime 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) — The Hurricanes scored three 
goals in the final 4:48 of the third period with goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov on the bench for the extra attacker, forcing 
overtime but losing on Josh Morrissey’s second goal of the 
game ar 2:10 of overtime to give the Winnipeg Jets a 4-3 
victory Monday night. 

“Up to that point, they (Carolina) got nothing,” Winnipeg 
coach Rick Bowness said. “We’ll focus on the really good 55 
minutes we played, we’ll figure out what we could’ve done 
better in the last couple. Give our guys credit, perseverance, 
you stay in the fight.” 

Jaccob Slavin, Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas scored 
for the Hurricanes, who are on a four-game point streak (1-0-
3) but lost in overtime for the third straight game. Sebastian 
Aho added three assists. 

“It’s a crazy game, No. 1. You just never know,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “But I loved how, we were out 
of that game in the third and then they just kind of dug in and 
just said, ‘Let’s go.’ I give the guys credit for not giving up.” 

Brind’Amour said they “had nothing to lose” in pulling 
Kochetkov earlier than normal. 

“In this game, it didn’t matter,” he said. “We talked about it at 
the eight-minute timeout. I’m like, ‘Why don’t we just try 
something crazy because this game is kind of flat for us.’ But 
we decided to wait a little longer.” 

Kochetkov made consecutive starts for Carolina for the first 
time and stopped 19 of the 23 shots he faced. 

Necas liked their coach’s decision to go for it. 

“If you look at it with five minutes left in the period and you’re 
losing 3-0 and you still get a point from the game, it’s pretty 
good for us,” Necas said. “But we could have done better.” 

Pierre-Luc Dubois had a goal and two assists and Michael 
Eyssimont had his first NHL goal for the Jets. Blake Wheeler 
had two assists. 

“Before we hopped on to start overtime, Mikey Eyssimont 
and Dylan Samberg were saying, ‘Let’s go boys, let’s get this 
one.'” Morrissey said. “Two young guys with not that many 
games experience, so that kind of shows the calm on our 
bench.” 

David Rittich made 26 saves in his fourth start for Winnipeg. 
He has won his last three starts. 

Dubois opened the scoring with 1:26 remaining in the first 
after he was sprung by a long pass from Wheeler. Dubois 
went in alone on Kochetkov and beat him with a low shot. 

Eyssimont made it 2-0 at 6:44 of the second after he 
capitalized on teammate David Gustafsson’s breakaway. 
Gustafsson’s shot bounced off Kochetkov and Eyssimont got 
the rebound and scored in his fourth career NHL game. 

Winnipeg had a two-man advantage for 1:22 midway through 
the second, but Kochetkov made a quick glove save on Mark 
Scheifele. 

The Jets looked to be heading for a shutout when Carolina 
pulled Kochetkov with 5:33 remaining in the third. Slavin 
scored with the extra attacker at 15:12, Svechnikov added 
his goal at 16:52 and Necas tied it up at 19:21. 

Carolina hosts Arizona on Wednesday. 
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Norris candidate Morrissey salvages Jets' win after stunning Hurricanes rally 
Jets show tenacity with overtime win after fumbling lead vs. 
Hurricanes 

WINNIPEG – Rick Bowness was about to depart from the 
podium, figuring his regular postgame question and answer 
session had come to its just conclusion. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets had been subjected to 
an entertaining, if unlikely finish as his team built a 3-0 
advantage, only to see the Carolina Hurricanes score not 
once, not twice, but three times with an extra attacker after 
coach Rod Brind’Amour first pulled his goalie with more than 
five minutes remaining in regulation. 

This was not an epic collapse in the standard use of the 
word, as the Hurricanes did an excellent job of both getting 
traffic in front and finding lanes to get shots through – with 
two of those appearing to change direction on the way to the 
goal before finding the back of the net. 

Bowness had already spoken about the ebbs and flows of 
the game and handed out praise where necessary, but just 
as he took his first steps toward his coach’s office, a reporter 
who had waited patiently wanted to know about the brilliant 
start for Josh Morrissey – who scored a pair of goals, 
including the overtime winner, in what became a 4-3 victory 
on Monday night. 

That’s when Bowness recalled a conversation he had with 
the Jets defenceman and alternate captain during the 
offseason. 

It’s a chat Bowness had referenced previously, noting he told 
Morrissey that in his previous stop with the Dallas Stars that 
he was a guy they paid special attention to because he was 
the Jets’ best defenceman. 

But this time, he added a valuable nugget about that chat he 
had not shared publicly. 

It was a combination of a major vote of confidence and a 
challenge of sorts to an individual he was certainly going to 
lean on if the Jets were going to get more offence from the 
defence corps that would surely be led by Morrissey once 
again. 

“We talked about that, and that’s what I said, 'We need from 
you. It’s there. And we’re going to get it out from you,'” said 
Bowness. “'You’ve got the green light, I want you a lot more 
involved with the offence. I want you skating.' 

“At the end of the season, and this is what I told him, when 
there’s a discussion of who the top 10 D are for the Norris 
Trophy voting, I want to see his name in there. And he’s 
taken great pride in that.” 

Those were lofty expectations for sure, but through 17 
games, Morrissey is clearly in the conversation for the Norris 
Trophy, playing the best hockey of his career. 

Not only is Morrissey leading the Jets defence, he’s leading 
the team in scoring with three goals and 18 points in 17 
games. 

That leaves him tied for sixth in the NHL among blue-liners 
and while the trophy handed out to the top defenceman 
requires more than production, Morrissey is taken care of his 
responsibilities away from the puck as well. 

Monday’s highlight reel saw Morrissey show great instincts to 
jump in the rush and take a pass from Blake Wheeler before 
beating Pyotr Kochetkov with a shot through the five-hole to 
extend the Jets lead to 3-0. 

Then, after the remarkable rally by the Hurricanes sent the 
game to three-on-three action in the fourth period, there was 
Morrissey making a smart read to jump into open ice in the 
neutral zone before burying his shot on a breakaway to 
ensure the Jets would improve to 11-5-1 as they head out for 
a three-game road trip that begins Wednesday against the 
Minnesota Wild. 

“I saw him leave the zone. But you could see that we were 
going to get control of the puck. That’s what you have to do 
in overtime, you have to take some gambles,” Bowness said 
in his postgame assessment. “He just read the play. That’s 
hockey IQ, man. Just a great shot.” 

A great shot indeed, one that came at 2:10 of overtime. 

Morrissey had been asked about how he ended up being on 
the receiving end of the stretch pass from Pierre-Luc Dubois 
that led to the play that brought the game to an end. 

“I felt we were able to create a turnover," Morrissey said. 
"We got control of the puck. I kind of just took off when one 
of their guys changed. Sometimes that's how it works. In 
overtime, if you can turn the puck over quick and transition 
the other way, you can create an odd man rush. Dubie made 
a great heads-up pass and from there, I just tried to go in 
and score a goal. 

“(Kochetkov) comes out pretty far. Nothing really on the 
scouting report but I just saw a hole and tried to shoot it. 
Wasn't going to get too fancy. Just tried to surprise him. 
Obviously, super happy it went in.” 

That overtime goal from Morrissey came on a night the Jets 
also got an important goal from the fourth line, which was the 
first in the NHL from recent call-up Mikey Eyssimont. 

Jets centre David Gustafsson had stolen the puck in the 
defensive zone from Hurricanes sniper Andrei Svechnikov, 
then sprinted out of the zone and took a pass from Jansen 
Harkins to get a breakaway of his own. 

Eyssimont got up the ice quickly and was in perfect position 
to convert the rebound in what was his fifth NHL game. 

“I’ve visualized it for my whole life, so to finally get it, you 
never know how it’s going to happen. You’ve just got to be 
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opportunistic,” said Eyssimont. “It was a one-knee drop on 
the forehand. I had quite a bit of net to shoot at and there 
were some bodies flying around in front of the net. Honestly, 
I have to rewatch it. I haven’t seen it yet (on replay). Just 
from what I remember, I just kind of had to tap it in. 

“I don’t even remember the sound of it. It felt so good. To 
have the boys come over and celebrate with (me) and have 
all of the guys congratulating me, that means the most. 
Yeah. It’s the best day of my life, for sure.” 

While Eyssimont was sharing his jubilant feeling in a scrum 
with reporters, Jets backup goalie David Rittich was 
expressing frustration after going through a sequence where 
it looked like he might actually earn a shutout in what was his 
fourth start of the season to seeing the three late goals 
require Morrissey to be the OT hero. 

Through no fault of his own, the game got more stressful for 
Rittich than it needed to, but he took another step to showing 
he can be leaned on for more than just the tail end of the 
multiple back-to-backs on the Jets schedule coming up next 
month. 

After the morning skate, Bowness shared with reporters that 
he planned to get Rittich some additional work in the 
upcoming stretch of games as things get busier for the Jets. 

With Connor Hellebuyck already at 13 starts in 17 games 
and playing at a Vezina Trophy level, the Jets need to keep 
their starter fresh and they also want to help keep Rittich 
sharp. 

“We want to try to get him a game a week, at the max 10 
days, and he’s played well,” Bowness told reporters. “He 
deserves a home start. With (games) every second day now, 
it’s important that he plays. It’s not fair to him to let him sit for 
two or three weeks and ‘Now you’re playing.’ That’s not fair 
to him and it’s not fair to the team.” 

Monday was another important step in that process, even if 
things got a little more tense in the latter stages of the game 
as the Hurricanes nearly pulled a rabbit out of the hat. 

“It’s not for the media what went through my mind. A lot of 
swear words,” said Rittich, who was clearly still processing 
what had transpired. “First one screen, second one tipped, 
third one tipped. I will look at the video and work on (it at) 
practice. But we stick with that and get an important two 
points.” 

Rittich was among the players who spoke enthusiastically 
about the way the Jets defended during the first 55 minutes 
of the game, limiting the Grade A scoring chances against a 
high-shot-volume team that remains one of the top teams in 
the Eastern Conference. 

“Did you watch the game? Did you see how those guys 
worked hard for me? It’s pretty easy to work hard and do 
your job. Pretty easy to stick with the game and help them 
out,” said Rittich. “We were really good. We didn’t give them 
much and I think we did a pretty good job. I mean, that’s 
what we are talking about since camp, to be resilient, to work 
hard, to play 60 minutes, do the right things at the right time, 
which we’re doing. It’s really good. We just have to keep it 
going.” 
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About Last Night: Hurricanes’ Best Players Show Up Late, Steal a Point 
The Hurricanes were down and out for 55 minutes of last 
night’s game in Winnipeg, but a miraculous charge led by 
Aho got the team a point in the standings. 

By Brett Finger  

It hasn't been easy for the Carolina Hurricanes as of late, 
and last night was another example of that. 

For the third consecutive game, the Canes lost in overtime 
last night, but unlike the previous two outings, you can put a 
pretty positive spin on their loss to the Winnipeg Jets. 

Let's talk about last night. 

Breaking the Wrong Way 

Like their loss in Minnesota over the weekend, most of 
Monday night's 5-on-5 action was congested and void of 
great scoring chances. In fact, the Hurricanes actually had 
one fewer high-danger chance than they had in Minny. 

They had but four last night, which is now their second-
lowest HDCF total in a game this season. On the other side, 
Winnipeg had eight, and all three of their goals through the 
first two-and-a-half periods of the game had something in 
common. 

Odd-man rushes! 

A blind centering pass from Andrei Svechnikov in the Jets' 
zone late in the first period saw the home team spring a 
quick counterattack and a long breakaway for Pierre-Luc 
Dubois. Dubois put on the afterburners to create distance on 
Brady Skjei and bombarded Pyotr Kochetkov on his low-
blocker side. 

Another Svechnikov offensive zone turnover, this time via a 
pick-pocket by David Gustafsson, rendered the same result 
just before the seven-minute mark of the second period. 

Gustafsson had a breakaway from his own blue line, which 
Kochetkov played aggressively and stopped, but his 
aggression was as detrimental last night as it has been 
beneficial in many other instances. 

Michael Eyssimont followed up the play and forced his 
rebound bid through a flailing wall of Kochetkov and Calvin 
de Haan for his first NHL goal to make it 2-0. 

And finally, the Jets scored their final goal in regulation early 
in the third period. 

Jordan Staal carried the puck into and through the Jets' 
zone, but his cross-crease pass to Jordan Martinook was just 
a tick behind the crashing winger, and Winnipeg pushed the 
puck right back down the ice in the blink of an eye. 

Dubois kicked the puck up to Blake Wheeler, setting up a 
two-on-two attack. Wheeler smartly dropped the puck off to 
Josh Morrissey to make it a 2-on-1, and the point-per-game 
defender ripped a wrist shot through the legs of Kochetkov to 
push the Carolina deficit to three goals. 

Again, Kochetkov was playing way above his crease, 
committing fully to the shot. That could have been a bad 
decision had Morrissey opted to pass the puck to Cole 
Perfetti, but Kochetkov guessed right. Unfortunately, he 
looked indecisive on how he wanted to play the shot, 
seemingly in between making a standing save or going down 
to the ice, and he paid for his mistake. 

Ten more minutes of in-game time passed, and the score 
remained at 3-0. It looked all but over, with the Hurricanes 
pulling their goalie for an extra attacker with almost six 
minutes still on the clock. 

They went into desperation mode, and a series of unlikely 
events commenced. 

Traffic Jams 

About one minute into the empty-net sequence, Svechnikov 
and Sebastian Aho gained the zone and worked the puck 
from low to high. Jaccob Slavin got the puck and pivoted 
toward the middle of the ice at the top of the zone before 
firing a snapshot off of the glove-side post of David Rittich 
and into the net. 

Seth Jarvis' drive to the front of the net made the goal 
happen. Rittich didn't see the puck, and the Hurricanes were 
on the board with 4:48 to play. 

With the net still empty, the Hurricanes managed to bring the 
game back to within a goal for the first time since the early 
stages of the second period. 

Again, it was Aho who helped the Canes establish puck 
possession in the offensive zone. And again, it was a point 
shot with traffic in front that resulted in a Carolina goal. Brent 
Burns one-timed Aho's pass on the net, and the shot found 
the stick of Svechnikov in front of the net. Jarvis was there as 
well, putting pressure on Rittich. 

Svechnikov's two turnovers, both of which resulted in goals 
against, was the difference in the game to that point, but elite 
players find ways to contribute in big spots, and that's what 
the 22-year-old did with his 13th goal of the season. 

Just like that, the Hurricanes had pulled themselves back 
into a game they were completely out of just 100 seconds 
prior. 

Carolina's second goal started to put some palpable 
pressure on Winnipeg and their home crowd, who tried to 
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rally the team back in the right direction, and it looked like the 
Jets were about to avoid the collapse with just over a minute 
left. 

Kyle Connor's bid at an empty-net goal from the Carolina 
blue line would have sealed the deal, but Slavin, the man 
who started the rally, was there to keep it alive as he blocked 
the shot and recovered the loose puck. 

Burns pushed the puck up the ice, the Hurricanes' first line 
(plus Jarvis) recovered the puck in the corner of the offensive 
zone, and Martin Necas added another big moment to a 
season that has been chock-full of them. 

With Stefan Noesen right on top of the blue paint, Necas' 
long-range dart hit a Winnipeg defender and fluttered by 
Rittich to tie the game with just 39 seconds on the clock. 

From the jaws of defeat, the Hurricanes snatched a point in 
the standings, forcing overtime in front of a stunned Jets 
team and Canada Life Centre crowd. 

Mark Scheifele danced around Necas and Svechnikov after 
a Burns turnover on the first shift of OT and nearly ended the 
game, but Kochetkov held onto a great backhanded chance 
at point-blank. 

But then, with three minutes left in overtime, Aho's centering 
feed for Slavin in front of the Winnipeg net got deflected 
away, and the Jets soared down the ice to win it. 

Dubois dished an absolutely perfect homerun pass to 
Morrisey behind Carolina's back line, and the defenseman 
picked the top corner on yet another Jets breakaway to save 
the home club and end the game. 

It's been a trying week for the Hurricanes, who are now 
losers of three straight overtime games against teams in the 
Central Division. Each game has been very different, though. 

The loss to the Avalanche should have never gone to 
overtime with how much offense the team generated in 
regulation time. However, the loss to the Wild saw the 
Hurricanes' offense completely fall apart after taking a 1-0 
lead, and they let down Kochetkov in his bid for back-to-back 
shutouts. 

Last night's game also had no business going to overtime, 
but that's because the Hurricanes were seemingly out of the 
game with as little as five minutes left in the third period. 

The huge comeback didn't result in a win, which is 
unfortunate, but how they stuck with it and played with a 
clear sense of desperation in the final minutes was a much-
needed sign of life in this team. 

"It's a crazy game, number one. You just never know," 
Brind'Amour said after the game. "We were out of that game 
in the third, and they just kind of dug in just said, 'Let's go.' I 
give the guys credit for not giving up. You don't want to get 
down three, but it was good that we didn't give up." 

Of course, the comeback doesn't excuse what was 55 
minutes of lifeless hockey, especially on the heels of a 
massively disappointing effort in Minnesota. Still, in an 82-
game season, you have to search for positives during tough 
stretches, and last night certainly featured one. 

The first line was another one. The Aho line saw Noesen and 
Jarvis jump up and take shifts, and both were on the ice with 
Aho and Necas (who both logged well north of 20 minutes of 
ice time in the game) for stretches of 6-on-5 play. 

You could see the fatigue in every player after Necas' tying 
goal. They emptied the tank entirely in the final moments of 
the third period and were the reason why the Hurricanes 
managed to secure a point in the standings. 

This game's optics could improve even more if the team can 
put together a complete effort and a win against the Arizona 
Coyotes on Wednesday. 

 
 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269073647.html 
https://theathletic.com/3925689/2022/11/23/brent-burns-hurricanes-defense-slavin/ 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-arizona-north-carolina-hockey-36eb6e91173e482bb9c3b4b692dce021 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/remarkable-empty-net-rally-earns-hurricanes-a-point-in-winnipeg/ 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/norris-candidate-morrissey-salvages-jets-win-after-stunning-hurricanes-rally/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/22/23473155/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-best-players-show-up-late-steal-point-aho-necas-

svechnikov-nhl 
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Hurricanes’ improbable comeback nets a point against Winnipeg Jets 
despite OT loss 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

NOVEMBER 22, 2022 9:36 AM 

 

If you missed the Carolina Hurricanes’ game Monday at Winnipeg, or 
turned if off in the third period with the Jets leading, here’s what you 
missed: 

The Canes pulled goalie Pyotr Kochetkov for a sixth attacker and Jaccob 
Slavin scored. 

Just like that a seemingly safe 3-0 lead for the Jets disappeared in the 
final five minutes of regulation. It was 3-3 and the game soon in overtime 
at Canada Life Centre in Winnipeg. 

The Canes did not complete the comeback by stealing away with both 
points, losing 4-3. Josh Morrissey scored on a breakaway at 2:10 of the 
overtime – Morrissey’s second goal of the game – as the Jets caught 
Carolina changing when Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis headed to the 
bench. 

But if a 2-1 overtime loss to the Minnesota Wild left the Canes frustrated 
on Saturday, and it did, the last-gasp rally Monday secured a well-
appreciated point. 

After watching the Canes lose a lead late in regulation against the Wild, 
coach Rod Brind’Amour used the word “crap” is describing their play. He 
walked back that comment Monday, saying he was a bit too emotional 
after the loss, and praised his guys for their fight. 

“You never know,” Brind’Amour said. “I just love how we were out of that 
game in the third and then kind of just dug in and said, ‘Let’s go.’ 

“Give the guys credit for not giving up. We lost the specialty point at the 
end but the fact we were able to come back says a lot about our group 
and I’m proud of that. You don’t want to get down three (goals) but it was 
good that we didn’t give up.” 

Brind’Amour isn’t a coach who overly relies on analytics but he did pull 
Kochetkov for a sixth attacker with 5:56 to play before a faceoff in the 
Winnipeg zone. 

“You’ve got nothing to lose at that point,” Brind’Amour said. “When you’re 
not generating any offense in the third you’ve got nothing to lose.” 

Slavin’s first goal of the season, from the left point, came with 4:48 left in 
regulation. 

“We got that one and it gave us a little life,” Brind’Amour said. 

Svechnikov, positioned in front of the net, then deflected a Brent Burns 
shot past goalie David Rittich with 3:08 left, his 13th goal of the season. It 
was 3-2. 

Necas unloaded from near the blue line, scoring with 38.8 seconds left in 
the third and quickly being swarmed by his teammates on the ice. 

It might have been the earliest Brind’Amour has pulled a goalie in a 
game, and it could have been even earlier, he said. 

“We talked about it at the eight-minute timeout, about ‘Why don’t we just 
try something crazy?’” he said. 

There were parts of the game Brind’Amour did not like. The Jets scored 
the three goals in regulation on breakaways and rushes up the ice, then 
in the OT. The Canes again misfired on the power play, going 0-2. 

But the Canes killed off a 5-on-3 Winnipeg power play. And with 
Kochetkov pulled at the end and the Canes net empty, Slavin made a 
critical block on a shot by Kyle Connor with about a minute left in 
regulation. 

The Canes (10-5-4) still have some work to do on their overtime 
execution. It was their third consecutive OT loss. 

“We always fight to the last second and it was great how we stayed with 
it, and we had the momentum,” Necas said. “We’ve got to figure out a 
way to win in overtime. We’ve lost four or five times, which is kind of 
crazy with the skill we have.” 

The Canes, who have played 12 of their first 19 games on the road, 
returned to Raleigh for a game Wednesday against the Arizona Coyotes. 
They play at Boston the day after Thanksgiving, then are back home to 
face the Calgary Flames on Saturday. 
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Derek Forbort is able to practice with Bruins but can’t put his finger on a 
return date 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated November 22, 2022, 4:35 p.m. 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort, his broken finger 
healed well enough, practiced Tuesday for the first time since he was 
hurt three weeks ago. 

Wearing a plastic splint underneath his glove, Forbort took to the ice at 
FLA Live Arena. During the first drill involving goalies, he launched a 
slapper at the net and snapped his stick in two. 

“This,” Forbort joked, “is what happens when you have a bionic finger.” 

The cheerful-yet-deadpan Forbort skated with his teammates for the first 
time since breaking his right middle finger Nov. 1 at Pittsburgh. The 
defenseman had surgery two days later. Coach Jim Montgomery said 
Forbort was maintaining his skating legs for when he returns. 
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“There’s no updated timeline on him,” said Montgomery, adding that it 
was a good sign Forbort could stickhandle and make passes. “Still can’t 
shoot,” he said, before adding a joke. “Couldn’t before, either.” 

Given the nature of the injury, Forbort didn’t believe doctors at first when 
they told him he had a four-to-six-week timeline. He feels he is on 
schedule. 

“Everything feels good,” he said. “My hands didn’t feel like they got any 
worse … which is hard to say, but … no, it’s good. Trying to get the 
shooting back. That’s the last step.” 

Forbort, like any injured player who spent time working out on his own, 
was in a good mood as he dived back into team activities. 

“It was fun,” he said. “I’ve been doing drills the last week. It was fun to get 
in some game situations, make some plays, and try to hit Jake DeBrusk.” 

Fun and games 

The Bruins (17-2-0) are rolling, sitting atop the NHL on a seven-game 
winning streak. They are riding the high of Patrice Bergeron’s 1,000th 
point, which was celebrated in Fort Lauderdale late Monday after a 
bunny-hop of a flight from Tampa. 

Tuesday’s workout was a breezy, 25-minute practice that included a full-
ice three-on-three game, the first team to three winning. 

It included DeBrusk scoring on a penalty shot, David Krejci going bar-
down on a breakaway, and Brad Marchand slipping a pretty cross-ice 
feed to Bergeron for the winning goal. 

The competitive juices were flowing — Nick Foligno, for example, was 
not happy about Referee Montgomery’s penalty call that preceded 
DeBrusk’s five-hole goal — but it also was a chance to snap the puck 
around with a smile. 

Witness David Pastrnak sitting on the bench after a long shift spent in his 
own zone, rapping his stick on the boards and chanting “de-fense” (bang 
bang). 

Witness Matt Grzelcyk grinning to himself after throwing an errant, 10-
foot-high aerial pass, blue line to blue line, over Pastrnak’s head. He 
might not try that in a game, but in that setting … 

“Pasta was [upset] that he played defense for two minutes the shift 
before,” Grzelcyk said. “I saw he was going, so I thought I’d throw it up 
and pray. 

“We take our work very seriously, so it’s good to have fun again at the 
rink. I think we kind of made up our own practice plan today. At the same 
time, we know we have a lot of things to improve on. Monty’s well aware 
of that, too. He knows how to read a room.” 

Banged up 

Trent Frederic did not practice. He is officially day-to-day with an upper-
body injury, after missing all of Monday’s third period after crashing left-
shoulder-first into the end boards. Montgomery said he was leaning 
toward playing Craig Smith regardless of Frederic’s status. The right 
winger (1-2—3 in 10 games) has sat the last four games, and has now 
been a healthy scratch for nine games this season. Smith, a 12-year-
veteran, and his coach had breakfast together Tuesday morning. “He’s 
ready,” Montgomery said. “He’s a pro. His attitude’s great. He’s 
extremely well liked by his teammates and he’s a big part of the culture 
here.” … Marchand’s goal Monday was his first of the season at five on 
five. His others (6-9—15 in 11 games) have been on the power play … 
Montgomery on the group not getting too high: “It’s such a luxury to not 
have to warn the team [not] to read our press clippings. Bergeron, 
Marchand, Pasta, Krejci, [Charlie] McAvoy, Foligno — there’s an army of 
leaders in there. And I’ve said this before, but we have the best captain in 
sports, in my opinion.” … Jeremy Swayman is expected to start in goal 
against the Panthers Wednesday. 
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Strong leadership and chemistry have steered Bruins and Celtics through 
choppy waters 

 

By Tara Sullivan Globe Staff 

Updated November 22, 2022, 1:45 p.m. 

 

As the Red Sox limped toward the end of a last-place baseball season, 
New England’s hopeful eyes turned to the Patriots. But as the Patriots 
stumbled to a 1-3 start, hope was forced to look for another new home. It 
landed at TD Garden, where the Bruins and Celtics boasted rosters 
brimming with talent, and the promise of winter success beckoned. 

One look at the NHL and NBA standings confirms that hope was well-
deserved, with the Bruins and Celtics in possession of the best record in 
their respective leagues. The Bruins improved to 17-2 with a win Monday 
night in Tampa Bay, and their 11-0 record at TD Garden represents the 
best home start in franchise history. The Celtics weren’t as lucky Monday 
night in Chicago, losing to the Bulls, but at 13-4 overall and 6-1 at home, 
they also are riding high. The Hub is hosting the best sports party in 
town. 

Yet the numbers don’t tell the full story of what the Bruins and Celtics are 
accomplishing. What each group has done in the face of unexpected 
coaching changes, inexplicable front office gaffes, and various other 
distractions is a testament to the power of strong locker room leadership, 
to the unique effect of good team chemistry, and really, to the enduring 
power of sports to upend any predicted narrative with stories all its own. 

As Celtics star Jayson Tatum put it earlier this season, back when the 
Celtics were 2-0, “Everybody’s of the same mind-set of do whatever it 
takes to win, do what’s best for the team. Once you do that and 
everybody has that same mind-set, everybody will shine individually 
anyway. That’s just how it happens. Obviously, you need talent. But a 
group of great guys, that’s the formula for success.” 

So let’s start with the Celtics. It’s almost hard to remember how much 
uncertainty and confusion surrounded the start of training camp, when a 
shocking season-long suspension of coach Ime Udoka, announced just 
before the team convened to begin practicing, shattered the illusion of 
franchise stability. 

Udoka was set to begin his second year on the bench after a debut 
season that took the Celtics within two games of an NBA title, but he was 
sidelined by Celtics management reportedly for being involved in an 
inappropriate office relationship with a subordinate. In a whiplash-
inducing series of moves, Udoka was out, little-known assistant Joe 
Mazzulla was in, and players were left answering questions about a 
situation they knew little about. 

One by one, Celtics players sat behind a microphone on media day, and 
there was really no other topic than how they would overcome all the 
distraction and change. The words of veteran Al Horford tell a lot about 
how they’ve done it. 

“I think it takes honesty,” he said. “We all have to be honest about where 
we are and where we want to go. It’s definitely a time of adjustment and 
a time of change right now. That happens in the league, but I think it 
breeds a collectiveness moving forward. Having Joe as a head coach 
now, he’s going to have to rely on us and we’re going to have to do the 
same. 

“We have a lot of guys who understand how we need to come together 
and move in the right direction. It’s just important for us to have the right 
mind-set. We understand the opportunity we have in front of us. This is a 
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special group. A really good group with a lot of high expectations still, 
and it’s about embracing that and moving on.” 

The Celtics have done that, with Mazzulla holding a steady yet un-
smothering hand, allowing his players to play their way out of tough 
situations while showing deep faith in a bench that is proving it can 
support Tatum, Horford, Jaylen Brown, Marcus Smart et al. 

The Bruins also are deep, going four lines strong as they continue to 
burn through the early part of their schedule. Unexpected change came 
for them as well in the form of first-year coach Jim Montgomery, but that 
transition was handled on a more traditional timeline in the offseason. 
Shocking, yes, for the way the front office bailed on Bruce Cassidy and 
his record of taking the team to the playoffs every year at the helm and 
getting them all the way to Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final, but smooth 
in the way Montgomery’s lighter hand has allowed players to flourish. 

The same cannot be said for the still-inexplicable decision to sign 
troubled junior player Mitchell Miller, a move that preceded the last game 
the Bruins lost, back on Nov. 5, when the conversation made a sharp and 
ugly turn from on-ice success to off-ice controversy. 

Once again, players were left facing questions about something they did 
not control, but in their responses, in their collective pushback in the face 
of adding a player with a history of racist and bullying behavior toward a 
developmentally disabled former classmate, they seemed to strengthen 
an already growing team bond. 

Not surprisingly, it was team captain Patrice Bergeron, whose 1,000-
career-point achievement was the cause for celebration Monday in 
Florida, who made sure the locker room was heard. But just as 
importantly, he was the one to make sure the anger and confusion didn’t 
linger, evidenced by the team’s play since then. 

“At the end of the day, we obviously had to deal with it, and in a way it 
was [a distraction] for a few days, but now I think we can refocus to the 
important matters of playing a game,” Bergeron said in the aftermath of 
the front office’s self-inflicted black eye, one that has since spawned the 
commission of an outside investigation. 

“I think it was important to take the time [to talk about it], I’m not 
downplaying anything, but at the same time now I feel like we can turn 
the page and kind of move on.” 

The results speak to the way both teams continue to move forward, to 
the way players can find escape in the games they love, to the way 
strong leadership and good chemistry can keep a team afloat. With so 
many examples of the opposite — from chicken and beer in Boston or a 
quarterback in New York who can’t even take responsibility for his putrid 
offense — the TD Garden teams are proving their poise. 
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Bruins Beat: No shortage of heroes for B’s Contributions up and down 
lineup have led to hot start 

 

By STEVE CONROY | sconroy@bostonherald.com | Boston Herald 

November 23, 2022 at 12:01 a.m. 

 

Patrice Bergeron knew exactly what the Bruins were up against to begin 
the season. Brad Marchand, Charlie McAvoy and Matt Grzelcyk were all 
starting the season on the shelf. 

But while the challenges were clear, the B’s captain framed the situation 
more as an opportunity, one for some other players to step into the void 
and make a mark that they might not have been expected to make if the 

team was at full strength. It’s what everyone says whenever a significant 
injury occurs, but there seemed to be more gravity to Bergeron’s words 
this time. 

And as was evidenced by the team’s unusual celebration of Bergeron’s 
1,000th career point in the B’s 5-3 win in Tampa on Tuesday, this team 
follows where its captain leads. The B’s got off to the hottest start in team 
history not so much in spite of those issues as because of them. Thanks 
to the tone Bergeron set, the B’s entered the month of October with an 
uncommon focus that not only helped them overcome the absence of 
their first-line left wing and two top-four defensemen but saw them 
through the growing pains of some fairly significant system tweaks. When 
those players returned earlier than expected, it only added to the B’s 
historic start. 

A strong culture had already been in place, but you’d be hard-pressed to 
find any real passengers in the B’s 17-2 start heading into Wednesday’s 
game in Sunrise against the Panthers (7 p.m., NESN). This group has 
coalesced as a team, in every sense of the word. Within such groups, 
you will inevitably find some individual performances that are eye-
popping. They may not necessarily be over-achievements, but you just 
didn’t see them coming. 

Here are five of them. 

Linus Ullmark. We expected that some combination of Ullmark and 
Jeremy Swayman would give the B’s good enough goaltending to win 
more than they lost and eventually make it into the playoffs. We did not 
see Ullmark grabbing the reins and becoming an old-fashioned, 
workhorse No. 1 goalie. Part of that was due to the injury that kept 
Swayman out for three weeks, but most of it can be attributed to 
Ullmark’s performance. He leads the league in GAA at 1.96, he’s tied 
with Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck in save percentage (.935) and leads 
the league in wins (13). Ullmark hasn’t necessarily stolen games, but he 
has definitely stolen periods. A case in point was Monday’s win in Tampa 
when the Bruins allowed the first nine shots on net and were outshot 15-
7 but somehow came out of it tied 1-1. As of this moment, Ullmark is the 
frontrunner for the Vezina Trophy. 

Nick Foligno. Raise your hand if you thought this respected veteran was 
all done. Guilty as charged here. He came into training camp with the 
same positive attitude that you would expect from him and he vowed that 
this season was going to be different for him after a healthy summer that 
allowed him to train how he wanted. Then came the preseason and he 
looked a lot like the same player from a year ago – plenty of hustle and 
grit and nothing to show for it. He was even waived at the start of the 
season, though B’s management surely didn’t expect to lose him with his 
$3.8 million price tag. There should be a few teams kicking themselves 
now. Foligno has played a pivotal role, making the fourth line an impact 
unit while also contributing with his net front presence on the second 
power-play unit. With 4-7-11 totals in 19 games, he’s already scored 
more goals and is two points shy of 64-game output last year. Foligno is 
an early favorite for the Masterton. 

Jake DeBrusk. The conventional wisdom on DeBrusk’s game said that if 
he’s not scoring goals, he’s not doing much to help the team. That has 
been far from the truth this year. He’s fourth on the team in scoring (7-8-
15) but that doesn’t tell the story of the impact he’s had. He’s learning to 
use his long reach on puck retrievals and battles and his legs are almost 
always churning. It would be easy to chalk it all up to the coaching 
change, but something clicked in DeBrusk in the middle of last season 
when a trade request became public. With the direction of his career on 
the line, he weeded out most of the inconsistency in his game. Now it 
looks like GM Don Sweeney’s refusal to take pennies on the dollar in a 
trade for the winger might have been one of his best decisions in building 
this team. 

Connor Clifton. It should have come as no surprise that when a challenge 
was issued, Clifton took a step forward. It is part of the New Jersey 
native’s DNA. But few saw Clifton capable of taking the giant step 
forward that he did. With McAvoy on the sidelines, Clifton became a 
legitimate top four defenseman and helped Hampus Lindholm enter the 
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Norris Trophy conversation. He’s averaging just under 21 minues a 
game, almost four minutes more than his career average. Just 19 games 
in with 2-6-8 totals, he’s two points shy of a career high in points and his 
5-foot-11, 190-pound frame is deceiving. He can pack a wallop, as Milan 
Lucic learned when the Flames were in town. 

Coach Jim Montgomery. With their first coaching change, Sweeney and 
team president Cam Neely waited too long to end Claude Julien’s great 
run behind the bench. When they whacked Bruce Cassidy last summer, it 
felt like they pulled the trigger too soon. Now it looks like they may have 
gotten this one just right. Cassidy is an excellent coach and he’s proving 
it again in Vegas. But sometimes a team just needs a new messenger. 
Montgomery has not only provided a different voice, but the message 
itself has been changed. His aggressive attacking system has been a 
boon for offensive-minded defensemen like Hampus Lindholm and 
McAvoy and it has has turned the B’s into an offensive juggernaut. While 
maintaining their stingy goals against (a league-leading 2.11, for which 
Ullmark has played a big role), the B’s lead the league in goals, scoring 
at a 4.18 clip. They are also ranked second in the penalty kill and third in 
PP. 

That, folks, is a winning combination. 
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Why Bruins star Hampus Lindholm is a legit Norris Trophy candidate 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

Charlie McAvoy is often considered the only Norris Trophy-caliber 
defenseman on the Boston Bruins roster, and with good reason, 
considering he has finished top five in the voting for this award each of 
the last two seasons. 

But don't be surprised if we see a different Bruins defenseman in the 
Norris debate through the end of the 2022-23 NHL campaign. 

Hampus Lindholm has played fantastic for the Bruins this season, 
helping the blue line not only hold its own during McAvoy's absence -- he 
missed the first 13 games recovering from offseason shoulder surgery -- 
but also thrive at both ends of the ice. 

Lindholm has been an offensive machine. 

His 18 points (four goals, 14 assists) in 19 games are tied for the fourth-
most among all blueliners. The Swedish defenseman's 1.45 points per 60 
minutes at 5-on-5 represents a new career high. And although the 
plus/minus stat has its flaws, Lindholm does lead the league at plus-20, 
an indication that the Bruins are scoring a lot more than the other team 
when he's on the ice (more on that below). 

After beating the Tampa Bay Lightning 5-3 on road Monday night, the 
Bruins are now 25-4 in the regular season with Lindholm in the lineup 
since they acquired him via trade from the Anaheim Ducks last March. 

Lindholm was a fantastic player for the Ducks during the first eight-plus 
seasons of his career. He's made a smooth transition to the Bruins, and 
he enjoys the more up-tempo style of hockey Boston is playing right now. 

"I think we were playing a little differently as a team (in Anaheim), I think 
this fits more my playing style, jumping into the rush and having more 
flexibility jumping up (into the play) and making reads myself. It's been a 
fun start for everyone," Lindholm told reporters last Saturday. 

His most impressive performance came in the Bruins' stunning comeback 
win over the Pittsburgh Penguins on the road earlier this month. 

Lindholm tallied three assists and scored the game-winning goal in 
overtime with a phenomenal end-to-end rush. 

Not only is Lindholm producing offense for himself, the Bruins are tilting 
the ice in their favor at an impressive rate whenever he's on the ice 
during 5-on-5 action. 

The Bruins have given Lindholm a heavy workload this season. 

Lindholm is playing 24:09 per game, which represents almost a two-
minute increase from the last two seasons, and it's almost three minutes 
more than any other B's defenseman. He's played 2:52 per game on the 
penalty kill, a unit that ranks second in the league with a 88.6 percent 
success rate. He also has played 2:53 per game on the league's No. 3 
ranked power play.  

Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery might trim some of Lindholm's 
minutes now that McAvoy is back in the lineup. There's no need to put 
too much pressure on one of your most important players in late 
November, especially when the Bruins hope to be playing deep into May 
and potentially June. 

Lindholm wasn't even on the board at most sportsbooks for Norris Trophy 
odds before the season. He's no longer an underdog. Sure, plenty of the 
usual suspects such as Cale Makar, Adam Fox and a resurgent Erik 
Karlsson will likely be in the mix at the end of the season. 

But make no mistake, Lindholm is a serious threat to be voted a finalist, 
especially if he ends up being the best defenseman on the league's best 
team. 
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Bergeron becomes fourth Bruins player to hit this historic scoring 
milestone 

 

BY NICK GOSS 

 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron has added another impressive 
accomplishment to his Hall of Fame-caliber resume. 

The 37-year-old center tallied the 1,000th point of his NHL career on 
Monday night with an assist on Brad Marchand's second-period goal 
versus the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie Arena. 

Bergeron is the fourth player in Bruins history to reach this scoring 
milestone. He hit 1000 points by scoring 409 goals and dishing out 591 
assists in the first 1,235 regular season games of his 19-year career. 

Bergeron receives a ton of praise for his defensive excellence, which is 
totally deserved given his record five Selke Trophy wins. Therefore, it's 
sometimes easy to forget that Bergeron has actually been a very good 
offensive player as well. He's on pace to score 20-plus goals for a 10th 
consecutive season. 

Bergeron has posted nine goals and nine assists in 19 games as of this 
writing. 

Marchand should be able to reach the 1000-point mark before he retires, 
too, especially if he continues to score above a point-per-game rate, 
which he's done for the last six seasons. 
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Frederic Exits Win, May Miss Time With Upper Body Injury 

 

Published 14 hours ago on November 22, 2022 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

While the Boston Bruins had another feel-good win on Monday night, but 
once again the B’s may have paid a price with an injury. Trent Frederic 
exited Monday night’s 5-3 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning at Amalie 
Arena after crashing shoulder-first into the end boards during the second 
period. 

Frederic skated gingerly back to the bench while nursing his left shoulder 
after getting tripped up by Andrei Vasilevskiy racing for a loose puck, and 
stayed on the bench for most of the period while trying to fight through it. 
Frederic had two shots on net and a hit in 11:57 of ice time before not 
returning to the B’s bench for the third period. 

Frederic was again missing from the ice for Tuesday’s practice at FLA 
Live Arena and is being listed as day-to-day at this point by the Black and 
Gold with what appeared to be a shoulder issue. 

“He’s day-to-day. With the great depth we have, I’m leaning toward 
playing [Craig Smith] anyway. We’ll see how [Frederic] is feeling 
tomorrow,” said Boston Bruins head coach Jim Montgomery, who 
mentioned he had breakfast with Craig Smith on Tuesday morning. 
“Smith is ready. He’s a pro and his attitude has been great. He’s 
extremely well-liked by his teammates and he’s a big part of the culture 
here.” 

The 33-year-old Smith has played three games during the month of 
November while handling injuries and being a healthy scratch, and has 
just one goal and three points in 10 games this season while shuttling in 
and out of the lineup. 
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Bruins Daily: Bergeron Hits 1000; NHL Trade Rumors 

 

Published 20 hours ago on November 22, 2022 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Congrats to Boston Bruins captain and center Patrice Bergeron on 
notching his 1,000 point in a 5-3 win over the Tampa Bay Lightning 
Monday night. 

That and much more in the latest Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron is now a member of the 1,000 
points club after grabbing an assist on Brad Marchand’s game-winning 
goal Monday against the Lightning. 

Here’s a recap of that big Boston Bruins 5-3 win over the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

The Boston Bruins are in the midst of a ten-game stretch that will see 
them play eight teams in Stanley Cup Playoffs contention. 

Finally, as if we needed another reason to love Patrice Bergeron, his 
former agent and current Montreal Canadiens general manager Kent 
Hughes told a great story about him recently. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: New York Islanders forward Cal Clutterbuck is now the all-time 
leader in hits in the NHL with 3,635 hits. 

PGH: Will the Pittsburgh Penguins trade forward Jason Zucker? 

PHI: The Philadelphia Flyers have now lost seven-straight games and it 
doesn’t seem like it will get better anytime soon. 

WSH: Could the Washington Capitals acquire defenseman Erik Karlsson 
from the San Jose Sharks? 

FLA: If the Florida Panthers are going to snap out of their current funk, 
they will need better goaltending from Sergei Bobrovsky and Spencer 
Knight. 

DET: Will the Detroit Red Wings wind up retiring Borje Salming No. 21 
after all these years? 

DAL: Dallas Stars goalie Jake Oettinger was a main reason the Stars 
were able to grab a point against the Colorado Avalanche on Monday. 

COL: The Colorado Avalanche have been tightening up on defense as of 
late. 

VGK: It was a crazy third period between the Vegas Golden Knights and 
Vancouver Canucks on Monday night and the Knights came away with a 
5-4 win. 

SJS: The San Jose Sharks continued the Ottawa Senators’ disappointing 
season by beating the Senators 5-1 on Monday. 
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Flames’ Markstrom has been coming up clutch in key moments 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

Publishing date:Nov 22, 2022 

 

PITTSBURGH — Darryl Sutter was asked earlier this week about being 
comfortable in those close, could-go-either-way kinda contests. 

The Calgary Flames have, after all, played their share of squeakers. 

Sutter’s squad has already had 11 games — nearly two-thirds of their 
schedule so far this season — decided by a single snipe. Across the 
NHL, only a few other clubs have been involved in that number of nail-
biters. 

“If you wanna make the playoffs, you better get comfortable being 
uncomfortable,” Sutter replied. 

And you better be comfortable with the guy between the pipes, especially 
when you need a clutch save shortly before the buzzer. 

It hasn’t been a fairy-tale fall for Jacob Markstrom, but the workhorse 
netminder deserves credit for some timely ’tending of late as the Flames 
have started to erase the damage done during an extended losing skid. 

The Calgary-based crew has now won four of their past five, all scripts 
that could have come with a cruel twist just before the credits rolled. 

Monday’s 5-2 triumph over the Philadelphia Flyers won’t go in the books 
as another one-goal game, but the reality is we may have been talking 
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overtime or a shootout if not for Markstrom’s denial on Joel Farabee with 
less than two minutes remaining and his crease counterpart pulled for an 
extra attacker. 

Markstrom was sealing off his right post when Zack MacEwan — jostling 
with a pair of defenders as he fished for a rebound — swatted the puck 
into the slot to an unmarked Farabee. 

The Flames’ masked man was anticipating that pass, right-on with his 
read. He quickly pushed across the blue paint, not leaving Farabee much 
mesh to shoot at from his backhand. 

It looked like a routine save. It was not. 

Seconds later, Flames forward Blake Coleman fired from his own 
hashmarks, scoring the first of two empty-netters that would salt this one 
away. 

“He’s our rock, man,” Coleman said of Markstrom. “He’s been great for 
us. I think we’d all agree that we give up way too many Grade-A 
chances, so I think we’d like to limit that for him. But to his credit, he’s 
bailed us out more times than I can remember. He gives us a chance in 
every game, and he was great again tonight.” 

If he was within earshot, Markstrom might have disagreed with that big-
picture assessment. Just six months removed from a Vezina Trophy 
nomination, the stalwart Swede has been his own toughest critic, 
repeating just the other day in Tampa that he needs to be better. While 
the 32-year-old was understandably frustrated after allowing a softie in 
that loss to the Lightning, he has been mostly looking — and feeling — 
more like his usual self. 

“The confidence is up there,” Markstrom told Flames TV after a practice 
in Pittsburgh, where a six-game road-trip continues with Wednesday’s 
showdown against a scorching Sidney Crosby and the host Penguins (5 
p.m. MT, Sportsnet One/Sportsnet 960 The Fan). “I’ve felt like my game 
has been right there and close to where I want it to be. Obviously, there 
are goals that go in that you want back and you want to eliminate those 
and not give the other team an easy goal. But I think it’s close. It’s getting 
there.” 

Markstrom, who has posted an 8-4-2 record so far, would like to shrink 
his 3.03 goals-against average. He is currently stuck with an .889 save 
percentage and knows that number needs to start with a nine. 

But while he works to put some early struggles in the rearview, to avoid 
the occasional groaner, it’s worth nothing that he’s been coming up with 
big saves in game-breaking moments. 

During Saturday’s doozy in Florida, he made a superb snag on Aaron 
Ekblad in overtime and later sealed an emotional victory by stopping four 
in a row in the shootout. That included a no-love glove on Matthew 
Tkachuk, who tried to freeze his old puck-stopping pal with a slapper 
during the breakaway competition. 

And remember, right before the Flames packed their suitcases for this 
six-game getaway, Markstrom robbed Los Angeles Kings star Anze 
Kopitar with 20 ticks left on the Saddledome score-clock to preserve a 
one-goal edge of a Pacific Division rival. He later downplayed that dandy, 
stressing it wouldn’t have been as thrilling a finish if he hadn’t 
surrendered a handful in that high-scoring affair. As he put it: “You want 
to get that down. But when it does happen, you want to make sure that 
you make timely saves to help your team stay in a game.” 

Monday’s calm, cool and crucial stop on Farabee left a reporter thinking 
about a recent chat with the Flames’ go-to goaltender, the conversation 
turning to the sort of desperation jobs that end up on the highlight shows. 
Like, for example, that sprawling save on Kopitar or an old-school pad-
stack on Winnipeg‘s Mark Scheifele in the previous outing. 

“I like the more controlled ones, when I’m in the right spot and it hits me 
in the stomach, where I appreciate the movement and everything that 
leads up to it,” Markstrom said. “Those are the highlights I like. A lot of 
people are just looking at the shot and the save. But for me, I like to 
watch when it’s good movement, you’re hitting the post right where you 

want to hit it and you’re ahead of the game. When you get it in the 
stomach, most of the times that is more work than sliding over and it hits 
you.” 

 

Which brings us to Farabee’s backhander, a golden opportunity to drain 
the tying tally and force overtime. 

It landed right on the logo. Followed by Coleman’s empty-netter, it 
essentially cinched the win. 
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NHL99: Roberto Luongo, the last workhorse goaltender in the NHL 

 

Thomas Drance 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

When the last workhorse goalie decided to retire, he did so at the Florida 
Panthers’ training facility in a small conference room adjacent to the 
practice sheet. 

Roberto Luongo sighed heavily, made a joke about the comic sans font 
on the official NHL document, and affixed his signature to a piece of 
paper. 

Suddenly, the last workhorse was done playing, his kind never to be 
seen in the NHL again. 

With apologies to Henrik Lundqvist — who profiles similarly but with 
somewhat higher peaks of performance over a shorter relative period of 
time — Luongo was the most durable, consistent and elite goaltender of 
his era. The definition of a workhorse. 

It wasn’t just that Luongo was great, it’s that he was great every day, 
every season, year after year, hardly ever missing a start due to injury. 
Along with Martin Brodeur and Patrick Roy, Luongo is one of three 
goaltenders in NHL history to appear in 1,000 career games. It’s a group 
that may never welcome any new members — unless Marc-André Fleury 
joins the club at some point next season — given the way goaltender 
usage is trending in the contemporary NHL. 

No one else this century has combined Luongo’s unique mix of longevity, 
consistency and elite performance, which is why he checks in at No. 63 
on The Athletic’s ranking of the greatest players in the modern era of the 
NHL. 

To truly understand just how outrageous and unrepeatable Luongo’s 
accomplishments are, you need to dive a bit into the history of the 
goaltending position. 

From expansion through to the NHL lockout in 2012, goaltenders would 
somewhat regularly start 70 games (or more) in a single season. It was 
still an amazing accomplishment and a rare feat, but it happened 80 
times over 45 years. At least once a season on average, and often twice, 
a goaltender would appear in 85 percent of their team’s games (or more) 
in a single campaign. 

“It was a different mindset then, when I was coming into the league,” 
recalls Cory Schneider, an NHL workhorse in his own right during his 
prime, and a player forever tied to Luongo by their friendship and 
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controversy they found themselves at the center of in Vancouver a 
decade ago. “The guys that played 65-70 games a year — Brodeur, 
Miikka Kiprusoff, Roberto — they took pride in that. It was a badge of 
honor to be ‘the guy.'” 

In the decade since, however, that sort of ‘the guy’-level goalie usage 
has all but disappeared from the league. All NHL goaltenders combined 
have only eclipsed the 70 games played mark in a single season on four 
occasions over the past decade, and no goaltender has played more 
than 70 games in a season since 2017. The workhorse has become 
extinct. 

“I don’t even know if it’s possible to do that anymore,” says Luongo, 
whose job working with goaltenders for the Panthers means goaltender 
usage is a top-line consideration for him day to day. “I mean, it’s 
possible, but I’d think of it as something that could jeopardize the health 
of the goalie.” 

It’s at this point in the interview that I read Luongo the games played 
stats from his prime seasons, to gauge his reaction. 

“Your peak workload years from 2003-04 to 2007-08, you go like this for 
games played over four straight seasons: 72, 75, 76, 73,” I say, reading 
off of his Hockey Reference page. 

“Jesus,” Luongo replies with a laugh. 

“That’s madness, right?” I ask. 

“Yeah, that’s a little crazy,” Luongo admits. 

Although Luongo believes that his current star pupil, Spencer Knight, 
could potentially handle a 70-game workload (or close to it) down the line 
because of his raw athletic tools and the uncanny, mature way he takes 
care of his body, he knows the effect of this sort of high-intensity athletic 
repetition from experience. Late in his career, Luongo would undergo an 
arduous dynamic workout routine, targeted to strengthen his surgically 
repaired hip. The process took him 90 minutes or more every day (and 
sometimes twice), and was required just to step onto the ice, which 
Luongo did without fail every morning before a start. 

“Morning skates these days have kind of become obsolete because 
obviously rest is very important,” Schneider said. “But back then, every 
day he played, Roberto morning skated. 

“When I became a starter in New Jersey, they even had to tell me that I 
didn’t have to skate every day. Like, ‘You’re going to play 70 games this 
year, you can dial it back,’ but it was just ingrained in me from my time 
with Roberto.” 

Luongo’s skating regiment was so demanding that, late in his career, 
when the team would stay in Manhattan for games against the Devils, 
Luongo would often stay in Newark with the equipment staff in order to 
be closer to the rink for his morning sessions. 

“Even his last season in Florida, we played them late in the year, and I 
was able to catch up with him at a morning skate,” Schneider said. “I 
come out on the bench and he’s there at age 40, alone, with just a couple 
of coaches and extras shooting on him. From Day 1 until Day 10,000 in 
the league, he was the same, and had the same mentality of how hard 
he had to work to prove himself every day.” 

The level of durability and constant availability that Luongo mixed with 
elite performance is even more incredible in retrospect. From the ages of 
22 to 36, Luongo appeared in 835 games across 14 seasons — 
averaging over 64 starts per season. He missed significant time in only 
one of those seasons due to injury — a groin injury in 2008, his third 
season in Vancouver. 

That groin injury actually caused Luongo to modify his preparation and 
his routine. It set him up to extend his career by an additional 120 games, 
even following the surgical procedure he underwent on his hip in his mid-
30s. 

“The routine came about mostly after I hurt my groin,” Luongo said. 
“That’s when I really started establishing more of a routine, in terms of a 
dynamic warmup and strengthening exercises and all that kind of stuff. 
Before that to be honest with you, I’d just stretch and go on the ice. 
That’s how I did it growing up and was never really taught otherwise. 

“Once I got hurt, that’s when I started working with the medical staff and 
the training staff to come up with a routine that was more dynamic and 
involved in strengthening. Most of my work before that was put in, in the 
summertime. That’s when I really did the work to be strong and fast and 
build my endurance. Later on in my career, I learned how to manage my 
body during the season as well.” 

And every year, like clockwork, Luongo would produce elite results. 
During that 14-year stretch of consistent, day-after-day puck-stopping 
dominance in the NHL, Luongo’s save percentage never dipped below 
league average and was usually clear of it by at least 0.01 percent. 

“There are two types of goalies,” Luongo said of his constant usage 
during his playing career. “The starter is the marathon runner and the 
backup is the sprinter. 

“The sprinter has to get ready once every week or two, and they have a 
game and they have to go all out then they’re done, they get to rest. The 
starting goalie, he has to be at a consistent level every single night. 
You’re going to have ups and downs, but over the long run, you just have 
to be consistent. There’s a lot of goalies that are great backups, but they 
can’t handle being a starter. 

“Of course you want to be great every night, but as a starter, you learn to 
understand that whether you had a great game or a bad game, you just 
have to be ready for the next night. You can’t let that affect you one way 
or the other.” 

Luongo achieved a remarkable level of durability and on-ice play in part 
because he was a rink rat, and in part because of his nature. He is 
outrageously competitive, standing out even among a group of high-level 
athletes. That competitiveness extends beyond the ice too — to the 
realms of cards and fantasy football. 

“Lu never accepted being average,” says Luongo’s friend and longtime 
teammate Alex Burrows. “He was shooting for the moon. Everything he 
did, he thought he could win and he’d find a way to win. Card games, 
fantasy football, it could’ve been poker stars or cards on the plane. He 
was so competitive. 

“I’m still in a fantasy league with him to this day,” Schneider said. “And as 
busy as he is with the Panthers and his family, he’s still grinding the 
waiver wire, getting the guy first that everybody wants. And I’m sure 
that’s just one of the 10 leagues he’s got going.” 

More than that, what’s so impressive about Luongo’s longevity is the 
work it took to stay ahead of the curve — to redefine and adapt his game, 
to stay ahead of shooters as the game changed in front of him. 

When Luongo entered the league, there were still stand-up netminders. 
By the time he retired, seemingly every NHL goaltender was as tall as an 
NBA shooting guard. These were players who had mastered as 
teenagers a variety of puck tracking and post-integration techniques that 
didn’t even exist in Luongo’s 20s. 

“Look, Lu was from that old-school era — the old-school hybrid types,” 
Schneider said. “Where the butterfly was coming, but not as proficient. 
Then he was great in the blocking era of the 2000s where guys were very 
good at butterflying and blocking. And then into the era we’re in now, 
where the game has opened up. 

“Those are three very distinct phases of the league, and he was able to 
make those changes on the fly, adjust and excel in all of them.” 

In the first round of the 2013 playoffs, for example, the San Jose Sharks 
exploited Luongo by attacking him from below the goal line. That 
summer, he committed himself to learning the post-integration 
techniques that several star European goaltenders — most notably 
Sergei Bobrovsky — had adopted with great success. He committed 
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himself to learning and mastering the reverse VH, setting himself up — 
even at 34 — for four more seasons putting up a .920 save percentage in 
a league that was becoming increasingly fast-paced and freewheeling. 

“That’s what kept me in the league so long, is that I was open-minded to 
learning new things to get better,” Luongo said. “I wasn’t stuck in my 
ways and a lot of guys are like that, and those are the guys that have 
shorter careers. 

“To stick around, you have to evolve with the game. The game is always 
changing. There’s always new things coming in, new more efficient 
techniques to learn, and I was always willing to learn and be open to 
those new ideas. I would take them if they suited my game and if I 
thought I could work with it, integrate it and use it in my game, then I’d 
use it. Sometimes it didn’t work, but I was open to it and I always wanted 
to get better and learn and bring new things into my game. That’s what 
kept me in the league so long.” 

Luongo’s ability to adapt and evolve was about more than an old 
workhorse learning new tricks. It also applied to his gear. 

“I remember he wore these CCM skates forever,” Schneider said. “He 
never wanted to get out of them, and the trainers had to keep sewing 
them up to make sure they were stiff enough to play in. 

“Then I saw him in Florida and he’s wearing these new player-type 
skates that a lot of goalies are wearing now. I never thought in a million 
years that I’d ever see him in those — he just loved those CCMs so 
much — but it speaks to how he was able to diversify and evolve and 
keep doing what he had to do to get an edge.” 

This is what makes Luongo’s consistent excellence so exceptional. He 
was physically gifted — an athletic 6-foot-3, with long limbs and size-14 
skates — as all NHL athletes are, but he married those gifts with a 
unique competitive drive, work ethic and mind for the game. 

It took work, humility and intelligence to adapt his game over the course 
of two decades. It took a thoughtful approach to maintain his body into 
his late 30s. It wasn’t a fluke that Luongo was durable, and it was never a 
fluke when he managed to sustain an elite save percentage over 64 
games, or more, in any given season. As if to prove it, Luongo would go 
out and do it again the next year. 

“I’ve never won a Cup and I’ve never won a Vezina, so the thing I’m most 
proud of — other than the Olympic gold medals — is the consistency to 
do it year after year,” Luongo said. “It’s tough to go through that many 
years and always be playing at a high level, and I’m most proud I was 
able to. To have done it year after year for so many years. It took a lot of 
work, a lot of dedication, a lot of putting your ego aside sometimes and 
being willing to understand that there may still be some people better 
than you — so you better work to get better.” 
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Trade alert: The NHL’s most successful midseason deals remembered 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

It’s that fun time of year when everyone is looking for a deal. That goes 
for everyone going bargain hunting at this week’s various Black Friday 
sales. And it also goes for more than a few NHL GMs, as the trade talk 
has heated up and the rumor mill is on fire. 

This feels like as good a reason as any to build a roster. Let’s put 
together a 20-man team out of the very best midseason trades in NHL 
history. 

After all, that’s what most fans are hoping for right now — the sort of 
midseason trade that can deliver a key piece. We’re told not to get our 
hopes up, because making a significant trade before the deadline is just 
too difficult for a beleaguered GM to pull off. Maybe it is, but some of the 
NHL’s most important trades have happened right around this time of 
year. A full roster’s worth? At least. 

One thing: I’m going to get a little specific with my definition of 
“midseason” here, because I’m not going to count the trade deadline or 
the days leading up to it. Those deals are midseason too, technically, but 
the deadline has evolved into its own thing. Instead, we’re looking for 
guys who were traded during the first few months of a season, with 
bonus points for actual hockey trades over rebuilds and rentals. And they 
have to have played for both teams during the season to qualify, so 
apologies in advance to the holdouts, prospects, and healthy scratches. 

We’re going by how good a player was during the year he was traded, 
not what they may have done in other years. You’re getting that season 
only. I’m also going to keep this to trades made in the 1980s and later, 
with one notable exception. But as it turns out, that still gives us more 
than a few excellent years to choose from, so let’s Remember Some 
Trades as we see just how good this team can get … 

First line 

Joe Thornton, Bruins to Sharks (2005-06) 

Easy call, right? The only player to be named MVP in a season in which 
he was traded is the obvious pick to build our forward group around. 
Thornton had been very good in Boston, including a 100-point season in 
the dregs of the “Dead Puck Era.” But he was off to the best start of his 
career in 2005-06, posting 37 points through 25 games when the Bruins 
decided to move him for three young-ish role players. He leveled up 
pretty much immediately, recording multi-point games in each of his first 
six outings as a Shark. He finished the year with a league-leading 96 
assists and 125 points while also transforming Jonathan Cheechoo into 
history’s most unlikely Rocket Richard winger. 

Brendan Shanahan, Whalers to Red Wings (1996-97) 

This will be a tough one for Whalers fans. Are there any Whalers fans 
left? I feel like there are, and if so they’re mad right now. 

Shanahan barely qualifies for this team because he played just two 
games for Hartford before getting his wish and being moved to a 
contender. Any time a team’s GM is dropping quotes like “We made the 
trade because we were at the point where we felt enough was enough,” 
you know it’s probably not a great deal, but the Whalers did get Paul 
Coffey and Keith Primeau. Coffey, however, worked behind the scenes to 
scuttle the deal. Shanahan went on to score 46 goals for the Wings that 
year, by far the most ever by a player after a midseason trade. That’s a 
deal so good it’s even worth interrupting baseball for. 

Teemu Selanne, Jets to Mighty Ducks (1995-96) 

This wasn’t the unstoppable 76-goal Selanne of a few years prior, or 
even the 50-goal version he’d be over his first few full seasons in 
Anaheim. Instead, we’ll have to settle for a pedestrian 40 goals and 108 
points from one of the most exciting players in NHL history. Selanne was 
devasted by the trade out of Winnipeg at the time, but it’s fair to say it 
worked out OK for him. And the Ducks. The Jets, not so much. 

Second  line 

Wayne Gretzky, Kings to Blues (1995-96) 

If you’re like me you remember this trade as being a bit of a bust for the 
Blues, who got Gretzky when his MVP years were well behind him and 
only kept him for a few weeks. That’s mostly true, but then you remember 
that this is Wayne Gretzky, and a bad year still meant over 100 points, 
including 21 in 18 games with the Blues. The deal went down in late 
February, almost four weeks ahead of the trade deadline, and it was a 
weird one. Still, you take any chance you get to put Wayne Gretzky on a 
roster, and we’ll gladly build our second line around the greatest of all 
time. But we’ll ask him to be careful with that puck in overtime. 
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Craig Simpson, Penguins to Oilers (1987-88) 

Simpson was just a couple of years removed from being the No. 2 pick 
when the Penguins included him in their package for Paul Coffey. He’d 
posted 26 goals as a sophomore in 1986-87 and was already halfway to 
that total through 21 games in Pittsburgh, but he really caught fire in 
Edmonton. With 43 goals in 59 games, he’d finish the year with a career-
high 56 goals that made him one of only two players to ever score 50 
goals during a season in which he was traded. 

Dave Andreychuk, Sabres to Maple Leafs (1992-93) 

And here’s the other player traded midseason to hit the 50-goal mark. 
We’re guessing Leafs fans might be expecting to see a different Cliff 
Fletcher-era trade, and don’t worry, we’ll get to that one in just a bit. For 
now, we’ll slot in Andreychuk, after he came to Toronto as part of a 
package for Grant Fuhr. He already had 29 goals when the deal went 
down, then added 25 more in just 31 games as a Leaf. 

Third line 

Doug Gilmour, Flames to Maple Leafs (1991-92) 

The biggest trade in NHL history transformed Gilmour into a megastar, 
but it took a year before he fully found his footing in Toronto. For the 
1991-92 season, he was merely great, to the tune of 87 points, a top-10 
Hart Trophy finish, and a top-five Selke Trophy showing. 

Ilya Kovalchuk, Thrashers to Devils (2009-10) 

I originally left this one off the list because I remembered it as a deadline 
deal, but it turns out it came three weeks before, so we’re good. The 
Thrashers were not good, and they didn’t get any better through this 
lopsided deal. As for Kovalchuk, he’d finish the year with 41 goals and 85 
points before signing a controversial 15-year extension with the Devils 
that they’re still paying for in cap recapture fees. 

Jean Ratelle, Rangers to Bruins (1975-76) 

I said I’d try not to reach too far back into the history books, but we can’t 
ignore the blockbuster that sent Ratelle to Boston for Phil Esposito. 
Ratelle was already a star, but he went wild once he became a Bruin, 
racking up 90 points in 67 games after being dealt in November. Spoiler: 
He won’t be the only player from that trade who shows up on this roster. 

Fourth line 

Pierre Turgeon, Sabres to Islanders (1991-92) 

Who would you rather have in this spot, Turgeon or the star he was 
traded for, Pat LaFontaine? It turns out that we don’t get to choose, 
because LaFontaine was holding out and hadn’t played for the Islanders 
that year when they dealt him to the Sabres. So Turgeon it is. Like 
Gilmour, he’s getting credit for a 1991-92 midseason trade that came a 
year before he exploded in 1992-93. Still, he gets us 40 goals and 95 
points, which feels acceptable. 

Bernie Nicholls, Kings to Rangers (1989-90) 

The perpetually disrespected Nicholls actually held the record for most 
points in a trade season for 15 years until Thornton shattered it. He went 
from the Kings to the Rangers in the middle of a 112-point season, one 
year removed from his completely ridiculous 70-goal, 150-point campaign 
for the Kings. OK, yes, those are 112 points in the highest-scoring era in 
NHL history, but that’s still a ton of offense. We’ll take that on our fourth 
line. 

John LeClair, Canadiens to Flyers (1994-95) 

You could see what the Habs were going for here, giving up three good 
players to land a great one in Mark Recchi. But it backfired badly when 
LeClair all but instantly morphed into one of the league’s best goal-
scorers. He’d pot 25 in 37 games in Philadelphia while earning the first of 
five straight postseason All-Star honors. 

Honorable mentions: You might be expecting Ron Francis or Butch 
Goring here, but those were deadline deals. So were various Mike 
Gartner trades, including the 1989 blockbuster that also included fellow 
Hall of Famers Larry Murphy and Dino Ciccarelli. 

We could have gone with yet another 1991-92 center, as a 99-point 
Adam Oates went from St. Louis to Boston. Joey Mullen had 44 goals 
when he went from St. Louis to Calgary in 1986. Bob Kudelski was in the 
middle of a 40-goal season when he went from Ottawa to Florida in 1994, 
as was Bill Guerin when he went from Edmonton to Boston in 2000. 
Lanny McDonald had a pair of 40-goal seasons during which he was 
traded. And we have to mention Recchi, who was traded five times in his 
Hall of Fame career, all of which were midseason moves. Some of those 
were deadline deals, but that’s still pretty wild. All of those guys could 
have been solid picks. (But not Glenn Murray, because he knows what 
he did.) 

First pair 

Brad Park, Rangers to Bruins (1975-76) 

We already have Ratelle on the team, and now we add the other key 
piece of the Rangers’ disastrous Phil Esposito trade. Park was a four-
time Norris runner-up when the deal went down, and made it five after 
racking up 53 points in 43 games in Boston. With Bobby Orr’s career on 
its last legs, no pun intended, the Bruins had picked up a new blue line 
stud. 

Rob Blake, Kings to Avalanche (2000-01) 

The Ray Bourque trade that Colorado fans may be expecting to see 
came a little too close to the 2000 deadline for our purposes. But the 
Blake deal came a full month before, so we’ll use it instead. Blake would 
finish the year with 59 points, and was voted a second-team All-Star. And 
in a fun twist, the Avs and Kings ended up meeting in that year’s playoffs. 

Second pair 

Paul Coffey, Kings to Red Wings (1992-93) 

Coffey gives us a few options, including a Penguins/Kings deal in 1991-
92 and the Whalers/Wings deal that gave us Shanahan. But when in 
doubt, always go with the 1992-93 season, so give us the trade that sent 
Coffey to Detroit that January. He’d finish the season with 87 points in 80 
games to go with a top-10 finish in Norris voting. 

Eric Desjardins, Canadiens to Flyers (1994-95) 

Oh look, it’s our second player from that 1995 Mark Recchi deal with 
Montreal. If it’s any consolation, Habs fans, Gilbert Dionne didn’t make 
the list. Also, this somehow might not even have been the worst 
midseason trade you made in 1995. Does that help? Wait, that probably 
doesn’t help, forget I brought it up. And also, uh, you might want to stop 
reading before we get to the goalies. 

As for Desjardins, he was a classic “Hall of Very Good” guy who was an 
underrated star in Montreal and didn’t miss a beat when he arrived in 
Philadelphia. 

Third  pair 

Sandis Ozolinsh, Sharks to Avalanche (1995-96) 

It gets overshadowed by a deal they made a few weeks later, but the 
October trade that sent Ozolinsh from San Jose to Colorado in exchange 
for Owen Nolan is one of the great one-for-ones of the 90s. Ozolinsh 
racked up 50 points in 66 regular-season games with the Avs, then 
added 19 more in 22 games during their Cup run. 

Dave Ellett, Jets to Maple Leafs (1990-91) 

OK, you’re right, this is a total homer pick. But Ellett was all sorts of fun to 
watch, and the blockbuster that sent him from Winnipeg to Toronto for Ed 
Olczyk was pretty much the only good thing that happened to the Leafs 
that season. He had 49 points on the year while helping to stabilize the 
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Leafs’ blueline and set the stage for the Pat Burns era to come. Hey, it 
was better than their midseason blue line add from the year before. 

Also, I just love this news clip of the trade. Come for Joe Tilley’s barely 
disguised contempt for Leafs GM Floyd Smith, stay for the shocking 
Shyamalan-esque twist ending of a rumored trade that didn’t happen but 
would have torn the fabric of Leafs history. 

Honorable mentions: I assumed I’d be using a Larry Murphy deal here, 
but he was only part of one midseason trade that wasn’t at the deadline, 
and while it was an important one (that sent him from Minnesota to 
Pittsburgh in 1991), he was having one of the worst years of his career 
when it happened. Phil Housley had 68 points and got a handful of Norris 
votes while splitting the 1995-96 season between Calgary and New 
Jersey, so you could definitely go with him. Jeff Brown could show up a 
few times, and he was always a solid offensive threat. Seth Jones is 
worth a look based on that great 2016 one-for-one with Ryan Johansen. 
And while we have to reach back to 1979 and a defunct franchise to find 
it, let’s mention the Rangers stealing hard-nosed Barry Beck from the 
Rockies. 

Goaltenders 

Patrick Roy, Canadiens to Avalanche (1995-96) 

Another easy one. Maybe not as easy as you remember, since Roy 
wasn’t exactly dominant when he arrived in Colorado after the infamous 
meltdown in Montreal. But once the playoffs arrived, he went full 86/93 
mode and delivered the Stanley Cup that desperate Avs fans had been 
waiting months for. 

Devan Dubnyk, Coyotes to Wild (2014-15) 

We’ve met plenty of blockbusters on our list, but Dubnyk ends up being 
the cheapest acquisition by far. He only cost the Wild a third-round pick 
when they got him from Arizona. At the time that seemed like a nice bit of 
work by the Coyotes, considering Dubnyk had been on his way out of the 
league entirely just a year before. In fact, exactly one year before being 
traded to the Wild, he’d gone from Edmonton to Nashville in a straight-up 
deal for Matt Hendricks. Not what you’d call a superstar price tag, but 
that’s what Dubnyk morphed into in Minnesota, playing out of his mind 
down the stretch to earn second-team All-Star honors, not to mention 
third in Vezina voting and fourth(!) for the Hart. 

I’m listing Roy first here because he’s the big name, but honestly, if we’re 
going by their trade season numbers then Dubnyk might be the starter on 
this team. I’m not sure we’ve ever seen a weirder season from a goalie. 

Honorable mentions: He wasn’t worth Andreychuk, especially with 
Dominik Hasek already in Buffalo, but Grant Fuhr was solid in his season 
split between the Leafs and Sabres. Tom Barrasso had a 4.21 goals-
against average in the year he went from Buffalo to Pittsburgh, but it was 
the 90s so he still got Vezina votes. And Kelly Hurdey pulled off the feat 
of leading the league in games played in 1988-89 despite being traded 
from the Islanders to the Kings. What can we say, apparently that guy 
just loves to be on duty. 
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TSN’s rare shift to reporting on partners, from Hockey Canada to 
gymnastics 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

 

Not long after Philadelphia Flyers goaltender Pelle Lindbergh died in an 
alcohol-related car collision, in November 1985, Dave Hodge said he 
approached executives at “Hockey Night in Canada” with a way to dig 

deeper into the story. He wanted to look at the sport’s relationship with 
alcohol, calling it a problem “nobody wants to talk about.” 

A beer company was a major sponsor on the CBC program, and Hodge, 
a primary face of the show, had envisioned a message about the danger 
of drinking and driving. He said television management was not 
receptive: “They just laughed me out of the room — ‘We’re never doing 
this, don’t be silly.’” 

Hodge, who left “Hockey Night” in 1987, was speaking on the phone 
earlier this month. 

“I look back on that and I say that’s kind of what Rick Westhead has been 
doing,” he said. “The difference is, it goes to air and is supported now, 
where before, it was laughable.” 

Over the last year, TSN — where Westhead works as senior 
correspondent — has broken, led or helped drive stories that expose 
darker facets within the operations of direct partners, along with other 
entities linked to the Canadian network through a web of corporate 
connections. A lead network executive has conceded its “business is 
affected” by the fallout from the unfolding Hockey Canada story. 

On Tuesday, another product from that work is scheduled to be screened 
on Parliament Hill. Westhead will show part of a feature-length 
documentary he helped develop, “Broken: Inside the Toxic Culture of 
Canadian Gymnastics.” 

That project took four years to complete and was made in partnership 
with W5, with assistance from Crave, the Bell Media streaming service. 
With a run time of 90 minutes, it is a rare — if not unique — investigative 
product from a Canadian sports network. 

“I look at the work that Rick has done, and he has really scraped off to 
what’s really below,” said Conservative MP Karen Vecchio. “And I think 
when we look at Hockey Canada, he’s really pulled back the curtain on 
what’s happening in sport.” 

Vecchio is chair of The Standing Committee on the Status of Women and 
is co-host of the screening on Tuesday. She has also noticed more news 
content carried on TSN: “Jay Onrait talking about this is not what I’m 
expecting at 7 a.m.” 

She chuckled: “I’m not expecting this, I’m expecting to find out that the 
Bills lost last week in overtime.” 

“We think it’s important,” said Ken Volden, executive producer at TSN. 
“We think it’s a big part of our brand. We have a long history of pretty 
prominent journalists who have set the pace. Rick’s a unique person, so 
it allows us to do some things that, I think, we wouldn’t maybe have done 
before, because we didn’t have him.” 

"Broken: Inside the Toxic Culture of Canadian Gymnastics." 

Coming this fall… our first feature-length documentary, a @TSN_Sports 
co-production with @CTVW5 and @CraveCanada. 

Any universities, colleges, and libraries interested in an advance 
screening and Q&A, please send a DM. pic.twitter.com/leFf55IcMe 

— Rick Westhead (@rwesthead) September 28, 2022 

Last fall, TSN aired an interview with former NHL forward Kyle Beach 
that ran for almost 22 minutes. (“I don’t think I’ve ever run a 22-minute-
long tape,” veteran producer Mark Blimke said at the time.) 

Within the last several years, the network has also explored the use of 
painkillers in hockey, as well as questionable governance issues within 
Canada Soccer. Westhead also highlighted the challenges faced by 
former NHL star Joe Murphy, who was unhoused and living in Northern 
Ontario. 

Volden said the gymnastics investigation does not represent “a 
conscious shift” the network is making into long-form documentaries. He 
said the project was the logical outcome of a story that had grown to 
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include too many storylines and too many important voices to fit into a 
conventional TV segment. 

Westhead said the reporting on that project began four years ago. As he 
has developed more contacts and told more stories, he said, more and 
more survivors have reached out. 

“That’s a real burden, on one hand, because you can’t do stories on 
everyone, of course,” he said during a telephone call. “And the ones that 
you do commit to, it takes a lot of time to do the reporting, to really dig 
through it all and make sure you’re getting as full a story as you can.” 

There are documents to obtain, officials to contact and information to 
verify. 

“And in the same breath that it’s a burden, it’s also a privilege,” he said. 
“I’m having people share with me stories about their lives, this pain that 
has been buried deep for — in some cases — decades.” 

Speaking broadly, he said the reaction from viewers has been “extremely 
positive.” 

“A story like this is so important to the women who went through what 
they went through, and to their families,” said TSN feature producer Matt 
Cade, who helped create the documentary. “It’s shaped them in such a 
profound way that it becomes a real obligation to get the story right, get it 
out there, and do it very, very well.” 

It is difficult work, he said. 

“I don’t want to do it all the time,” said Cade. “I do still like being in the toy 
department. It’s fun. That’s part of why we all got into this. But I’m 
honoured to be a part of it, and I hope we can do more work like it.” 

Brett Mitchell is a senior producer with W5, the long-running CTV news 
magazine. He is credited as a writer and director on the documentary, 
along with Cade and Paul Harrington. (Westhead is credited as a 
correspondent.) 

“It’s an important piece of the puzzle,” said Mitchell. “I think there’s still 
places — lots of places — for writers and broadcast journalists to focus 
on breaking down who’s got the best power play, or why (Vladimir 
Guerrero Jr.) isn’t hitting as many home runs this year. 

“But I think there are a lot of sports fans that have an appetite for harder-
edged stories.” 

Producing long-form and investigative work is expensive, and both TSN 
and Sportsnet have undergone several rounds of budget cuts over the 
last several years. Bell Media cut several on-air personalities last year, 
including hosts Dan O’Toole and Natasha Staniszewski, along with 
reporter Brent Wallace. 

Sportsnet eliminated the print version of its self-titled magazine in 2016. 
Three years later, it cut deeply into its on-air talent, removing names 
such as Bob McCown, Doug MacLean and Nick Kypreos (since re-
signed) from its marquee. 

Scott Morrison also parted ways with Sportsnet that year. He is a long-
time journalist and former sports editor of the Toronto Sun, and he has 
been watching the TSN coverage of Hockey Canada with interest. 

“Obviously, they’re a huge partner with Hockey Canada and the IIHF,” he 
said. “They weren’t afraid to do the right thing, which is report on the 
stories. I’ve watched and read and been impressed with the work, and 
admire that they made the decision to do the right thing.” 

In 2020, TSN announced it had signed another long-term partnership 
with Hockey Canada, extending through the 2033-34 season. The 
network had helped build the world junior tournament into a holiday 
viewing staple for many Canadians, and it had become a ratings 
bonanza. (It has reported on other companies moving to distance 
themselves from Hockey Canada.) 

Hodge, the former “Hockey Night in Canada” voice, became host of “The 
Reporters” on TSN, a long-running weekend panel show. During his time 

at the network, he said Hockey Canada was considered “the most sacred 
of cows.” 

“It was the most valuable partner, certainly since the NHL departed, and 
maybe even when they had them both,” he said. “Because they built the 
world juniors into this monolith.” 

Sportsnet snatched exclusive Canadian rights to the NHL with its 
unprecedented deal in 2013, where it agreed to pay $5.232 billion over 
12 years. That contract will continue through the 2025-26 season, but 
TSN still holds a suite of regional rights. 

Hodge said that contract might have influenced TSN’s shift toward hard 
news. 

“Quite clearly, TSN at the time said, ‘We’re at a disadvantage here, how 
can we react to that, and what can we do to compete in a different way?’” 
he said. “I think they probably said the NHL is now — for lack of a better 
way of putting it — fair game. Not to say throw mud at every NHL team, 
but we can do things that, when we were a partner … we wouldn’t have 
done.” 

He applauds that shift. 

“These were doors that were never allowed to be opened before, and 
now you’re opening doors, and behind every one of them is a story rich 
for further reporting,” said Hodge. “It’s never been like this before.” 
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ESPN / Fixing the flaws of five struggling NHL teams 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

The course of an 82-game NHL regular season never runs completely 
smooth. Some teams have felt that more than others. 

October's optimism can quickly bleed into a nervy November. Injuries pile 
up along with losses. Identities crack before being fully formed. 
Confidence is at a premium. And we've barely hit the quarter mark of the 
season. 

It's thought that a team can't secure its playoff spot in just a few weeks, 
but it can fall too far out of the race to catch up. Certain front-runners 
(Boston, Vegas, New Jersey, among them) have to feel secure in their 
early positioning. A few on the other side may have already been 
counted out. 

Most teams fall somewhere in the middle, and a few have been walloped 
especially hard by adversity. We're breaking down some of those in-
betweeners, from the problems they've faced to potential solutions that 
could help turn the page on a happier post-Thanksgiving chapter to this 
season. 

After all, there's still a long way to go. 

Buffalo Sabres: Growing pains 

Buffalo's season began with promise. The Sabres were 7-3-0 on Nov. 2, 
boasting the NHL's fifth-best record and sitting second in the Atlantic 
Division. They've been the NHL's worst team ever since. Back-to-back 
losses at Carolina and Tampa Bay started a skid from which Buffalo has 
yet to recover -- an eight-game losing streak (through which the Sabres 
have been outscored 38-19) with seemingly no end in sight. 

Problems: Everyone from coach Don Granato to top defenseman 
Rasmus Dahlin has posited theories about the Sabres' rapid decline. An 
increasingly impatient Granato -- who chalked up the skid early on to a 
necessary learning experience -- has since cited a lack of urgency and 
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identity within the group. Dahlin thinks Buffalo is short on swagger. Killer 
instinct? They don't have it. Or at least, not enough to pull out of this 
funk. 

Those are the intangible issues. Buffalo's performance on the ice has 
been laborious. 

In the Sabres' past eight games, only Jeff Skinner has scored more than 
one five-on-five goal. Tage Thompson has been an excellent producer on 
the power play, without the even-strength offense to match. Buffalo is 
averaging the most goals against per game since Nov. 3 (4.75) and their 
penalty kill is tied for worst in the league since then. 

Eric Comrie's play in net deteriorated (0-4-0, .865 save percentage and 
4.28 goals-against average) until he was hurt against Ottawa earlier this 
month, forcing Buffalo to recall Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen as a complement 
for 40-year-old Craig Anderson. The veteran Anderson has outplayed 
Comrie of late (.881 SV%, 3.84 GAA), but at his age, Anderson can't be 
rolled out each night. Despite the Sabres' best offseason efforts, 
goaltending is a problem -- again. 

Buffalo has potential stars on the roster. Granato is still figuring out how 
best to use them. Dahlin deservedly generated early Norris Trophy buzz 
that has fizzled slightly along with the Sabres' hopes of busting an 11-
year postseason drought. And that's not Dahlin's fault. He has arguably 
been Buffalo's best player, carrying a heavy workload and shepherding 
rookie Owen Power when they're paired together. The Sabres just need 
more of everything, from everyone, everywhere. And that's going to be 
even tougher to get now that Kyle Okposo and Zemgus Girgensons are 
out with injuries, too. 

Solutions: The Sabres didn't add many pieces in the offseason. They 
were prepared to go to battle with a young core of players who will, in 
theory, be the bedrock of great Buffalo teams to come. What's happening 
now is a reflection of that choice. 

Granato pointed out too many poor efforts following Buffalo's recent loss 
to Toronto. He called for more determination, for the team to "dig down" 
and work their way out of this hole. Granato believes the Sabres' youth to 
be a major benefit in that. But how? 

Thompson, Dahlin, and Dylan Cozens have continuously put in the effort, 
with or without the desired results. That's the example Buffalo needs to 
follow. Their situation doesn't offer the most obvious solutions because, 
technically, the season is unfolding as planned. The next generation of 
Sabres is here now and doing its best to perform. Cultivating the right 
mindset that leads to consistent execution is part of that. 

The Sabres showed real flashes of early potential. That's not gone. One 
greasy win to end the streak goes a long way. Forget about expectations 
or postseason pressure. The Sabres have to decide, first and foremost, 
who they are, and what habits to hang their hat on game after game. 

Ottawa Senators: Failure to launch 

Senators general manager Pierre Dorion was lauded for his offseason 
moves that brought Claude Giroux, Alex DeBrincat, Cam Talbot and 
others into the fold and projected to make Ottawa a true playoff 
contender. The team's 4-2-0 record out of the gate -- even without Talbot 
fully available due to injury -- suggested these Senators could live up to 
the hype. 

Until they couldn't. Ottawa lost seven straight games after that initial 
burst, and their two wins since have been over Philadelphia and Buffalo. 
The Senators left for their Western Conference swing dead last in the 
Atlantic Division. 

Problems: When Dorion came to coach D.J. Smith's defense just 11 
games into the season, it was obvious things were off in Ottawa. 

Top forward Josh Norris sitting out with a shoulder injury since Oct. 30 
hasn't helped. Ditto losing defenseman Artem Zub for weeks. Thomas 
Chabot suffering a concussion earlier this month hurt, too. Then Jacob 
Bernard-Docker went on the shelf for a month with a high ankle sprain. 
Talbot is back and posting good numbers (.924 SV%, 2.42 GAA) but 

without the sterling record (1-3-0) to show for it playing behind a 
Senators team with compounding issues. 

Captain Brady Tkachuk recently identified one of them as Ottawa being 
"not ready to play" after a 5-1 demolishing by New Jersey. Smith also 
called out his team's lack of effort in that one, most pointedly for not 
coming back hard enough defensively. It's a pattern that Ottawa is failing 
to address. 

The same could be said for Ottawa's offensive inconsistency. Since Nov. 
1, the Senators are 20th in goals scored and their power play is a 
meager 23rd overall (19.4%), despite ample talent. 

DeBrincat has yet to be the game-breaking, 41-goal scorer he was in 
Chicago; only lately has the winger started to find his footing. Tkachuk 
tallied one five-on-five goal through his last 11 games. Same for Drake 
Batherson. The veteran Giroux has been Ottawa's pillar of dependability, 
providing regular goal support. It's been the opposite trend for a Senators 
defense that has chipped in just five goals total since late October. 

Speaking of the Senators' back end, rookie Jake Sanderson is 
blossoming there. That's important. It's just not enough. Dorion is 
exploring the trade market for the blue-line depth Ottawa desperately 
needs. Reinforcements are only one part of the puzzle, though. Change 
also has to come from within. 

Solutions: It's easy to blame coaching when a team underperforms. 
Smith is in his fourth season behind the bench, and Ottawa is struggling 
to thrive. But what Ottawa needs most right now is consistency. 

Tkachuk said last week it's not "one person" to blame for the Senators' 
precarious position. He's right. It's a combination of factors that, as 
detailed above, compound over time. It's too many bad habits. It's not 
enough accountability. It's feeling weighed down -- rather than uplifted -- 
by expectations. 

The Senators' self-inflicted wounds are often most egregious of all. The 
players themselves have to fix that through attention to detail -- 
particularly in their own zone -- and a commitment to the structure that 
put them in a good position earlier this season. 

Now, would going after a player like Jakob Chychrun or Erik Karlsson 
improve Ottawa's prospects? Absolutely. Dorion is rumored to be 
exploring both players as potential trade targets. But just as one player 
isn't the sole problem, one addition isn't the quick fix. Ottawa has a good 
foundation. The Senators have to play like they believe it. 

Washington Capitals: The closing window 

The Capitals are a team in win-now mode that's, well, not winning. 
Washington's best run was a 4-3-0 mark through its first seven games, 
and two of those victories were over Montreal and Vancouver. The 
Capitals have failing to produce consecutive victories since. 

That has landed Washington seventh in the Metro Division, just above 
the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Problems: Washington knew it would be missing Nicklas Backstrom and 
Tom Wilson to start this season. Those voids were big enough. T.J. 
Oshie sitting out an extended period, followed by a potential season-
ending injury to Connor Brown and other players being nicked and 
bumped along the way only added to their injury issues. 

Many of those still in the lineup -- not named Alex Ovechkin -- haven't 
played to Washington's usual standards. The Capitals' calling card has 
long been their attack, and that's a shadow of itself so far. Washington is 
24th in shooting percentage (9.2%) and 26th in goals per game (2.75). 
Not one player had hit double-digital goal totals through Washington's 
first 20 games. 

The Capitals have also been a shell of themselves on the power play. 
Unless it's Ovechkin rifling pucks home from his right-circle office, there 
hasn't been much regular action on a man advantage ranked 24th in the 
league (18.9%). Washington's lack of power-play goals starts with its 
frequent inability to get properly set up. 
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Meanwhile, their 15th-ranked penalty kill (78.3%) has been a blight, too, 
leaving goaltenders Darcy Kuemper and Charlie Lindgren hanging out to 
dry with the volume of high-danger chances allowed. 

Washington's defense hasn't helped its netminders, either. The Capitals 
struggle in transition -- especially against quicker opponents -- and 
they've fallen to the league's bottom half in goals and shots against. 

Solutions: Overcoming the early-season injury issues will be critical. 
Backstrom has been practicing again recently. Wilson is skating. Oshie 
might be close. Getting each of them back will be a boost. But is that 
enough? 

Washington has regular skaters failing to contribute. Evgeny Kuznetsov's 
two goals in 19 games? Surprising. Lars Eller with seven points in 20 
games? Conor Sheary with 10? Washington desperately needs more 
contributions. Because once those recovered players return, the Capitals 
have to hit the ground running (if they can't get rolling before that). 

Ovechkin is chasing Wayne Gretzky's all-time goal mark of 894. He's got 
a long way to go, but the Capitals want to help him get there. It's unlikely 
Washington is going to stage a full-fledged rebuild while Ovechkin's 
chance to catch Gretzky remains in sight. 

That's beside the point, though. Washington's window as a Stanley Cup 
contender is rapidly closing. There's still hope for a turnaround if the 
Capitals can identify what's limiting their offensive opportunities -- beyond 
injuries or puck luck -- and get back to their dominant roots. 

Calgary Flames: The early underachievers 

Calgary's summer packed in more drama than a season of "The 
Bachelor." 

Johnny Gaudreau left in free agency for Columbus. Nazem Kadri arrived 
via free agency to a team he once rejected. Matthew Tkachuk wanted 
out, and was traded for Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar. 

It was enough of a net-positive to saddle the Flames with high 
expectations for this season, particularly after winning the Pacific Division 
last season. Their 5-1-0 start proved those expectations weren't 
misplaced. 

Then, the wheels fell off a bit with an 0-5-2 stretch that had Calgary tied 
in mid-November with the same record as those lottery-winning hopefuls 
in Chicago. The Flames have been rebounding since, but are right on the 
edge of being in playoff position. 

Problems: The Flames wanted to keep both Gaudreau and Tkachuk. 
Who wouldn't want a pair of 100-plus-point scorers on their side? But GM 
Brad Treliving was confident he could replace those contributions with 
Kadri (coming off an 87-point campaign) and Huberdeau (115). It hasn't 
panned out that way. During the Flames' winless streak, they ranked 24th 
in goals scored (just 16 in seven games). 

Huberdeau's output has been particularly unimpressive, accounting for 
two goals and eight points in the 14 games prior to an upper-body injury 
he sustained earlier this month. Kadri, at least, had 15 points in his first 
17 games. Everyone else took their time catching up. 

Elias Lindholm had great success on a line with Gaudreau and Tkachuk 
last season, but was slow to rack up similar totals again, with three goals 
in his first 11 games. Andrew Mangiapane had a breakout season in 
2021-22 that hasn't translated to his three-goal effort thus far. The 
scoring depth that carried Calgary's offense before hasn't had the same 
impact, which could partially be due to a lack of chemistry within a new 
group of players still feeling each other out. 

Those are the Flames' issues up front. Their goaltending has been a 
larger problem. Jacob Markstrom was undeniably elite last season, 
earning a league-high nine shutouts, second-team All-Star honors and 
the second-most Vezina Trophy votes. Markstrom's numbers through 14 
games this season: 7-4-2, .887 SV%, 3.11 GAA. Backup Dan Vladar has 
been worse (1-3-0, .881 SV%, 3.33 GAA). 

Granted, Calgary ran aground with some defensive injuries -- notably to 
Oliver Kylington, Chris Tanev and Michael Stone -- but like any good 
Darryl Sutter-coached group, Calgary does well limiting shots against 
(28.1 per game, fourth fewest). It is not doing as well in keeping those 
shots that get through out of the net. 

That could be a factor in why the Flames start games well (scoring the 
fourth-most first-period goals) but can't close out (getting outscored 20-11 
in the third period). 

Solutions: Calgary's roster went through an extreme makeover. 
Adjustments were inevitable. Now the Flames have to push forward. 

Reliable goaltending is Priority 1. The Flames reeled off three wins in four 
games following their drought, but Markstrom's stats in those games 
(.873 SV%, 3.44 GAA) were still troubling. That must improve. 

Some of Sutter's changes offensively already seem to be paying off. 
Lindholm's line with Tyler Toffoli and Adam Ruzicka has been a 
particularly effective combination, leading the Flames with a combined 11 
goals and 22 points at five-on-five since Nov. 1. 

What Calgary requires is bottom-nine contributions and more input from 
its defense. The Flames managed just four goals from defenders in 
November, while forwards like Blake Coleman, Mikael Backlund and 
Dillon Dube haven't been showing up on the score sheet as they were 
earlier. The Flames' results should improve as the infirmary empties out, 
but Calgary won't keep pace with the NHL's best as a one- or two-line 
team. Overall, there is too much firepower on this team to think it can't 
rebound in a hurry. 

Vancouver Canucks: What exactly happened? 

Vancouver responded so well to coach Bruce Boudreau taking over last 
season that it was assumed the Canucks would be even better this 
season with an established Boudreau, a healthy cast of characters and a 
seven-year contract extension for J.T. Miller to end his will-he-stay-or-go 
saga. 

Then the season started. 

Vancouver was 0-5-2 through seven games, scoring more than three 
goals in only one game and looking shellshocked nightly by each 
negative outcome. The Canucks have hit their mark here and there in 
November, but can't seem to sustain any momentum. 

Problems: While Miller's narrative wrapped up in September, Boudreau's 
was just beginning. Team president Jim Rutherford came out amid the 
Canucks' early slide to retroactively criticize Boudreau's training camp for 
its lack of intensity and to call out the coach for not preparing his players 
enough to open their schedule on a five-game road trip. It's the kind of 
conversation that usually leads to a change behind the bench -- only 
Boudreau is still there, with a dark cloud over his future. That sort of 
energy doesn't breed confidence in anyone. It can do the opposite. 

Vancouver has had enough to contend with elsewhere. The Canucks' 
ongoing struggles with their defensive zone coverage and defending off 
the rush has put them near the bottom of the league in shots allowed 
(33.2 per game) and goals against (3.89 per game). 

Quinn Hughes has been shaky early on without Luke Schenn -- who is 
off to a much better start -- by his side. Thatcher Demko's play in net is 
particularly baffling given his past success. The Vancouver netminder 
had a 2-8-0 mark through 12 starts, with an .884 SV% and 3.77 GAA. 
The Canucks have left Demko out to dry with too many cross-seam 
passes and odd-man rushes allowed, so it's not entirely on him. Many of 
the Canucks' early problems might be traced to their defense and 
goaltending instability. 

Offensively, the Canucks have fared better. They're a top-10 offense, but 
their scoring is also top-heavy. Just four players -- Miller, Bo Horvat, Elias 
Pettersson and Andrei Kuzmenko -- have tallied more than four goals this 
season, and only Pettersson has a double-digital point total at even 
strength. When considering that, Vancouver's No. 26 ranking in goal 
differential (minus-9) begins to make more sense. 
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Vancouver's fourth-ranked power play (29.7%) has been an asset in 
generating scoring chances. But the team's 31st-ranked penalty kill 
(65.0%) can erase an advantage just as fast. That could be a microcosm 
for the Canucks as a whole. Highs and lows. Ebbs and flows. Great 
starts in the first period that lead to disappointing finishes. It's not how 
Vancouver drew it up. So what can they do about it? 

Solutions: Boudreau -- and the Canucks at large -- deserve a resolution. 
Is Vancouver all-in with its coach? Can Rutherford give him a Dorion-
esque stamp of approval and let everyone breathe easier? At this point 
that might go further than attempting to bring on another fresh voice 
(again). 

Then, it's time for Demko to get going. He had a season-best 37-stop 
outing against Los Angeles last week that should give him and the team 
a needed boost. Brock Boeser also had a vintage performance that night, 
potting his first two goals of the season. 

There are other reasons for optimism, too. Ilya Mikheyev is back from 
injury and put up nine points in his first 15 games. Horvat has been one 
of the NHL's hottest scorers, and is leading by example with a strong 
two-way game that -- with more followers behind him -- should help slow 
some of the Canucks' defensive woes. 

Vancouver must do something about the state of its penalty kill, too. The 
Canucks allowed at least one power-play goal in all but three of their first 
18 games. Hughes hasn't had the same PK success as he did last 
season, and Demko's downturn hasn't helped, either. More from both of 
them will make a difference. 

It's all about the buy-in for Vancouver, and trusting this team can get 
somewhere despite a disappointing start. Victories like the one in L.A. 
could be a jumping-off point. And the Canucks can only go up from here 
... right? 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Coyotes, healthy Chychrun ready to 
showcase for potential trade 

 

Elliotte Friedman 

 

It was the summer of 2002, right after Steve Yzerman’s greatest season. 
He led Team Canada to Olympic gold and the Detroit Red Wings to the 
Stanley Cup on a severely damaged right knee. Twenty years later, 
teammates still marvel at what he endured. 

The questions became: Can his knee be fixed? Could he continue? 
During a visit to the industry-leading Kerlan-Jobe Orthopaedic Clinic in 
Birmingham, Ala., it was recommended Yzerman visit Dr. Peter Fowler at 
the University of Western Ontario. So, he did. 

"The doctors in the United States saw him as an innovator," Yzerman 
said Tuesday. "He grabbed a piece of paper and a pencil, (illustrating) 
what he was going to do. He left a tremendous impression. He sat and 
talked to you as 'Pete,' not necessarily Dr. Fowler." 

What Fowler diagrammed was an osteotomy, cutting the bone in the 
knee to re-align it and ease pain. It was unheard-of for an elite-level 
athlete at the time. 

"He suggested to me that the damage was done and couldn't be 
repaired, this was about prolonging the joint itself — altering the weight-
bearing point of my knee." 

Fowler made it clear there were no guarantees the operation would be 
successful enough for Yzerman to keep playing. He did recommend 
Yzerman consider retirement. 

"I knew I was literally on my last legs," the captain said. "I figured I’d give 
it a try, and went through the procedure knowing there would be rehab 
regardless." 

Yzerman’s own grit and determination are the major reasons he returned 
to action on Feb. 24, 2003 — the first of 152 bonus NHL games. 
Doubting him is foolish. 

But it’s also a significant part of Fowler’s legacy, that he'd help someone 
find a way. One of two Canadians ever to be elected president of the 
American Orthopaedic Society for Sport Medicine, Fowler died last week 
at age 84. In 1974, he and mentor Jack Kennedy opened the Fowler-
Kennedy Sports Medicine Clinic at Western. Local and international 
athletes benefitted from his care. I remember one women’s soccer player 
in particular detailing how lucky she was that a serious knee injury 
happened in Fowler's orbit. 

In 2004, he repaired the shattered left ankle of then-Saunders Secondary 
School tight end Amil Delic, an injury that sent him into podcast 
producing. "The attention to the process in the rehab was impressive, so 
detailed. Laid out perfectly," Delic says now. 

"My mom was a nurse in London, so I knew him long go," another Hall-
of-Famer, Eric Lindros, said Tuesday. "Whatever sports-related injury I 
suffered back then, we always went to 'Dr. Pete.' Knees, shoulder or 
wrist, whatever surgery I had, he was actively operating or in the room." 

"His whole philosophy was, 'If there’s a great idea, don’t just sit on it.' 
Share it with the rest of the world. Let everyone benefit from it." 

That influence crossed multiple sports, from hockey to football. Olympic 
skier Todd Brooker and multiple Toronto Blue Jays players also worked 
with Dr. Fowler. 

"He was such a modest guy," Lindros said. "Didn’t want any accolade, 
just hated it. There wasn't one thing that was great about him, just 
everything. A giant." 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Thoughts 

1. Some situations to WATCH: First, Florida. Anthony Duclair is on the 
road to recovery and the Panthers — twice forced to play with 17 skaters 
due to their cap crunch — must find room. Duclair’s salary is $3M, so 
that’s the figure that must be cleared, assuming (hopefully) the Panthers 
remain otherwise healthy. 

2. Ottawa: It’s not for a lack of effort that the Senators haven’t added a 
defenceman. Name someone who might be available, they’ve considered 
it. It’s one of my old lines — if you’re drowning, the other GMs throw 
anvils, not life preservers. I do think they’ve considered what kind of 
sweetener would be necessary to move Nikita Zaitsev, but there’s a limit. 

3. Sounds like Ryan Reynolds has (or had) at least two meetings this 
week with potential Senators ownership groups. Curious to see if he 
ends up selecting one of them, or if the NHL — recognizing the positive 
public reaction — tries to place him with the eventual purchaser. The 
process is going to ramp up next week, and there is hope the frontrunner 
will be identified by mid-January. One source on Sal Galatioto, who was 
hired by the Senators to facilitate the sale: "He knows how to create an 
auction." 

In wondering about The Weeknd's potential involvement (as Ron 
MacLean smartly alluded to last Saturday), long-time Ottawa-area 
reporter Chris Stevenson noted that he partners with one of the potential 
buyers, the Kimel family, in the esports space. Two of The Weeknd's 
representatives, Wassim Slaiby and Amir Esmailian, lived in Ottawa after 
their families emigrated to Canada. 
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4. Jakob Chychrun played 23:04 in his return on Monday, a 4-3 shootout 
loss to Nashville in a pretty entertaining game. This is an absolute 
showcase with the organization and the player both desirous to make this 
work as well as humanly possible. The most important thing is that he 
stays healthy. Arizona is still asking for two first-rounders (upcoming 
picks or recently-drafted prospects), plus something else. Apropos of 
nothing, the Coyotes impressively have the NHL’s seventh-best power-
play. 

5. Conor Timmins' AHL conditioning stint ends Wednesday. Injuries are 
his biggest problem, but there's no denying his talent. Arizona plays hard, 
and that's made it even tougher for him to get in when healthy. I think 
there's some interest elsewhere, and we will see where this goes. He’s 
got the OHL Sault Ste. Marie history, which means everyone wonders if 
Toronto is on the radar. It makes sense for the Maple Leafs, because 
he’s not hard to handle with their tight cap and injury-related defensive 
holes. 

6. Those injuries mean it’s possible 2018 fourth-rounder Mac Hollowell 
makes his NHL debut soon. Eight years ago, he was a 12th-round OHL 
selection by Sault Ste. Marie. That summer, Hollowell travelled a few 
times a week from his Niagara Falls home to Burlington (for off-ice 
training) and then Oakville (to skate). No one thought too much of it until 
they realized he didn’t have a car and was doing it by bus, with all of his 
equipment. There were people really rooting for him to make it after 
learning that. No guarantees for Hollowell to make it this far. 

7. This might be purely in my head, but I wonder if Los Angeles makes a 
pitch for Patrick Kane. The Kings’ .571 points percentage is sixth in the 
Western Conference, but their goal differential (minus-four) isn’t good. 
They have the picks and prospects to make this move. 

8. Canucks president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford has indicated 
he’s in no rush to decide what he’s going to do with Bo Horvat. 
Vancouver pulled an about-face with J.T. Miller, so I always assume that 
can happen here, too. We’ll see. I believe the Canucks have talked to 
some potential coaches, but not sure there’s a timeline to make a move. 

9. One week after San Jose GM Mike Grier said he’d listen on any offers 
for Comeback Player of the Year, Erik Karlsson, what is clear is that the 
most important intel being gathered is what potential suitors are willing to 
do with the four years remaining on the defenceman’s deal. What the 
Sharks could or would get in return depends on that being established. 

10. Haven’t watched all of Jonathan Huberdeau’s career shootout 
attempts, but after scoring last Saturday in Florida, he indicated that it 
was the first time he simply shot instead of deked. I wonder if it will be a 
turning point in his season. The adjustment hasn’t been easy, and it’s 
understandable if he was still wrapping his head around the stunning off-
season trade. Sometimes, you need that closure and the "official 
goodbye" on the weekend should do it. He scored again in Monday’s 5-2 
win in Philadelphia. 

11. A story that hasn’t received enough attention: Columbus’s Nick 
Blankenburg — expected to be out until the new year — played several 
shifts on the broken ankle he suffered during the Blue Jackets’ 5-2 win 
over Philadelphia on Nov. 10. He scored an empty-netter, too. 
Blankenburg, who signed seven months ago as a free agent out of NCAA 
Michigan, stayed in the game because Columbus was down to four 
healthy defencemen. 

12. Courtesy of friend-of-the-blog John Davis: 14 of Boston’s 17 wins are 
by at least two goals. The Bruins’ goal-differential is plus-40, 11 better 
than second-place New Jersey. Checking some history, it’s not really 
going out on a limb to suggest they won’t catch the 1976-77 Montreal 
Canadiens’ record of plus-216. But in the salary-cap era, the 2005-06 
Senators set the standard of plus-107. That Ottawa team is the only cap-
era club in the top 30 all-time, right at No. 30. 

13. Wanted to send a note of support to Jagger Joshua, who revealed 
that he was the victim of a racial slur during a Nov. 11 game against Ohio 
State. Brother Dakota, now in Vancouver after playing for the Buckeyes, 
spoke out in support of his sibling to NHL.com's William Douglas. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens must quickly forget about uncharacteristic loss 
against Sabres 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — Burn the tape. 

The Montreal Canadiens aren’t going to learn anything they don’t already 
know after Tuesday’s loss to the Buffalo Sabres, so there isn’t much 
point in thoroughly reviewing it. They were horrible from start to finish, 
allowing three goals in the first two minutes and 13 seconds and three 
more unanswered through the second half of the game to a team that 
came to the Bell Centre on an eight-game winless streak. 

This was bound to happen eventually. That the Canadiens played 18 
games before skating through a stinker this bad is the only real surprise. 

They were structured, smart, resilient and impressive in almost all of 
them prior to Tuesday, but they were the opposite of everything they’ve 
been in this 7-2 loss on home ice. 

The Canadiens were disorganized, disengaged and discombobulated, 
and the result was exactly what they deserved. 

Tage Thomspon, who had a goal and three assists and helped the 
Sabres control 81 per cent of the shot attempts and 85 per cent of the 
expected goals at 5-on-5, could’ve beaten the Canadiens all on his own. 

Sabres score second-fastest three goals to begin game in franchise 
history vs. Canadiens 

“He’s a big player, he’s got good hands,” Montreal’s Kaiden Guhle said of 
the six-foot-six centre, who now has 12 goals in his last 12 games and 26 
points on the season. “He keeps the puck in his feet, it’s hard to take it 
from him. He’s a really good player. He had a good game tonight. He 
played well. He’s a really good player.” 

Thompson was the opposite of every Canadien on the ice in this game, 
and when something like that happens, you don’t dwell on it. 

For Martin St. Louis, the Canadiens coach who insists on coaching 
trends versus one-offs, this one is a throw-away. Especially with the 
Canadiens flying out to face the Blue Jackets on Wednesday. 

“We’re just going to get ready for Columbus tomorrow,” he said. “We’ll 
address some of these things in a short period of time, but I don’t think 
we’re going to really break down this game because we’ve gotta to get 
ready for Columbus. And that’s the approach we’re going to take. 

“Is there a couple of things we can go over? Maybe. But there’s no way 
we can really go over this game that we played tonight and be ready for 
tomorrow.” 

That it was such an uncharacteristic performance from the Canadiens 
makes it easier to treat it that way. 

“It was one of those games,” said St. Louis. “Sometimes it’s going to 
happen, and sometimes you’ve gotta move on.” 

Allen breaks his stick in frustration after Skinner, Sabres score seventh 
goal 

The Canadiens have to review that for a third consecutive game they fell 
behind 2-0 -- and that they went down 2-0 in the opening minutes of the 
last one and did it once again on Tuesday despite placing a pre-game 
emphasis on properly managing the opening period against a hungry and 
desperate Sabres team. 
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There’s no ignoring that. 

“We’re running out of mulligans,” St. Louis said of the trend, adding that 
what had been an early-season strength for his team — the start of 
games — is becoming a weakness that must be corrected quickly. 

He also knows the Canadiens need to tighten up defensively because 
even if they’ve been generating a lot of scoring chances of late, they’ve 
been giving up far too many. 

But goaltender Jake Allen has been a lot better on most nights than he 
was on this one, and he could have done more to cover up those errors. 
The defence has been remarkably stable despite its inexperience, but it 
was much sloppier against Buffalo than it was in previous games. And 
the Canadiens forwards, who have played rather maturely for a group led 
by several young, offensively gifted players, were too loose on Tuesday. 

“It wasn’t our game from the start,” said St. Louis. 

Can the Habs get off to a better start tomorrow with the performance they 
had tonight? 

Juraj Slafkovsky said the coach had told the Canadiens after the first 
period they were lucky to be only down 3-1. 

The story didn’t change much going to second intermission, with the 
home side trailing the Sabres 4-2. 

“We needed to play better (in the third),” said David Savard, “and we 
didn’t.” 

Savard and his teammates all know they need to be much better on 
Wednesday. 

“I don’t think we’ll take much out of today,” he said. “I think it was just one 
of those games where nothing was going our way. It was just a 
frustrating night and I think we’ve just gotta put it behind us and keep 
going.” 

That’s a much better plan for the Canadiens than watching what they did 
against the Sabres. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Who might be the Senators' next owner? A look at the 
potential buyers. 

Ryan Reynolds meeting with potential Senators ownership groups 

 

Wayne Scanlan November 22, 2022, 4:57 PM 

 

You can’t tell the bidders without a program.  

Since the announcement last month that the Ottawa Senators were for 
sale – not to mention the jockeying prior to that – a slew of wealthy 
business people has been working the phones and pressing the flesh in 
the name of acquiring the NHL team and being part of a bright new future 
in LeBreton Flats.  

The suitors range from the celebrity pledge of actor Ryan Reynolds, 
declaring his interest to the world on late-night TV, to those who prefer to 
stay in the background and quietly position themselves to acquire some 
or all of the franchise.  

Anna and Olivia Melynk, who inherited the team from their father, the late 
Eugene Melnyk, are selling the Senators through the New York firm 
Galatioto Sports Partners (GSP) and have made it a condition of the sale 
that the club remain in Ottawa.  

Sportico.com, which broke the story of the Senators sale, has valued the 
team at $655 million US, although the actual sale price could be 
higher. Valuations on NHL franchises are rising, and the league's future 
looks bright. 

A transaction of this magnitude could take months to complete, and while 
those details are ironed out the organization is continuing to work with 
the National Capital Commission on a lease agreement for a new arena 
on a parcel of land west of Parliament Hill. The deadline for that 
agreement is the fall of 2023.  

Just as interesting as the names involved are the potential alliances and 
partnerships that could form as this sale comes to fruition. Will a winning 
group include some local ownership and perhaps a liaison with Mr. 
Reynolds? Watching it unfold will be a financial spectator sport.  

Keep in mind that Reynolds could be aligned with any of the eventual 
owners. Who wouldn’t want to reap the marketing bonanza that this 
Canadian-born Hollywood star would represent? 

On his podcast this week, Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman mentioned that 
Toronto singing star The Weeknd (Abel Makkonen Tesfaye), whose 
managers have Ottawa roots, could also have an interest in the Sens. 

Remember when Ottawa used to be known as the city that fun forgot? 

It might soon be the coolest place on earth to watch hockey. And the 
product on the ice will improve. New ownership might speed that process 
along as well.  

Here is a look at some of the known interested parties. 

Michael Andlauer  

Raised by a single mother in Montreal, Andlauer’s story reads like 
something out of a Roch Carrier book. 

Instead of mistakenly receiving a Toronto Maple Leafs sweater from a 
catalogue order, Andlauer got the real deal – a Montreal Canadiens 
sweater for Christmas, which Andlauer promptly dressed up with a No. 
10 for Guy Lafleur. He patched on the number with white hockey tape. 
That Andlauer would grow up to own a stake in the Canadiens (believed 
to be 20 per cent) seems like a reach even for a Carrier novel. But it 
happened.  

Andlauer, who owns ATS Healthcare and is president/CEO of Andlauer 
Management Group (AMG), studied business at York University and 
made his money in the healthcare transportation business. He owned the 
AHL Hamilton Bulldogs, which is how he got in the door of Habs 
ownership (the Bulldogs were the Canadiens’ farm team), and continues 
to own the Bulldogs since their move to the Ontario Hockey League. It is 
AMG’s ‘Habdog Investments’ which control the Bulldogs ownership and 
the partnership with the Habs.  

Of course, Andlauer would have to divest himself of the stake in the 
Canadiens if he were to become an ownership partner of the Senators.  

Postmedia’s Bruce Garrioch reported last week that Andlauer has formed 
an alliance with another OHL owner, Rocco Tullio of the Oshawa 
Generals.  

Tullio, who is from Windsor, On., founded Rock Developments, a 
commercial building company, in 2001. Tullio owned the Generals in 
2015 when now-Senators head coach D.J. Smith coached Oshawa to a 
Memorial Cup championship.  

It’s clear that some of the alliances being formed are related to the real 
estate potential in LeBreton Flats, and not just ownership of an NHL 
team.  

Andre Desmarais 

When you think of the ‘usual suspects’ who may be interested in buying 
the Senators, Desmarais comes to mind. Desmarais is already well 
known in Ottawa for a variety of reasons, not the least of which was his 
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bid, along with Guy Laliberte (Cirque du Soleil), to build a new arena on 
LeBreton Flats when proposals were invited several years ago. 

As part of the Devcore bid, Desmarais et al. finished second when 
Rendezvous LeBreton (Melnyk and Trinity Developments) was named 
the preferred bid in 2016. That bid withered. Desmarais’ interest in the 
Senators and LeBreton Flats did not.  

Desmarais was born in Ottawa and his father has deep roots in the 
community, Think Desmarais and Power Corp comes to mind. How the 
family got there is fascinating. 

Andre’s father, Paul, was born in Sudbury and studied business at the 
University of Ottawa. He left law school early so he could rescue a 
northern Ontario bus line that belonged to his grandfather. That company 
would later become the Voyageur bus lines. Paul Desmarais parlayed 
that business into controlling shares of the massive Power Corp 
conglomerate in 1968. Forbes once ranked Paul Desmarais the fourth 
richest man in Canada. The man had serious political connections, with 
ties to prime ministers Pierre Elliot Trudeau, Brian Mulroney and Paul 
Martin.  

He didn’t forget his U of O education, pumping $15 million into the 
business program (Telfer School of Management). To repay their 
benefactor, the U of O built a 12-storey structure on the U of O campus 
and named it the Desmarais Building.  Paul Desmarais died in 2013, age 
86.  

Andre Desmarais inherited a good deal of his father’s wealth and his seat 
at the head of Power Corp. Andre married France Chretien, the daughter 
of former PM Jean Chretien, in 1981. They have four children.  

As part of his Senators bid, Desmarais is reported by RDS to be aligned 
with Toronto businessman Michael Kimel, and his brother Jeff Kimel. 
Michael Kimel once owned a minority stake in the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and thus has NHL connections.  

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Michael Kimel  

The story goes that when Phil Kessel had his day with the Stanley Cup in 
July of 2016, he celebrated that evening in the posh Forest Hill mansion 
of Mike Kimel. 

According to the Globe and Mail, P.K. Subban arrived at the party at 
midnight with his dancing shoes on and wearing a cowboy hat – fresh 
from his trade to Nashville from the Montreal Canadiens.  

Kimel, a venture capitalist and hospitality innovator, has a BA in 
Economics from Western University and is now president and CEO of 
Harlo Capital. He co-founded Harlo Entertainment and in 2018 bought a 
Toronto esports franchise, the Toronto Defiant, for $35 million. The 
Defiant are part of the Overwatch (OWL) league.  

Interestingly, Kimel’s uncle, Ron Kimel, was part of that bid and could be 
a key reason why Desmarais reached out to the Kimel family. Ron Kimel 
is director of Westdale Construction Co. and the real estate development 
company Urbanfund Corp. In other words, Ron Kimel is the building guy 
who could be important in the LeBreton arena deal. In 2014, Ron Kimel 
built the $10 million Kimel Family Fieldhouse on the University of Toronto 
campus. Ron Kimel was a U of T grad.  

Roger Greenberg 

When you talk about deep-pocketed local sports ownership in Ottawa, 
Roger Greenberg is always a strong choice to put at or near the top of 
the list. Greenberg is a managing partner in the Ottawa Sports and 
Entertainment Group (OSEG), which owns and operates the CFL's 
Ottawa Redblacks and OHL's Ottawa 67’s on the Lansdowne Park 
property that OSEG shaped on city land. 

They’re not done yet. Greenberg and fellow managing partner John 
Ruddy of Trinity Developments have major plans in the works to rebuild 
the north stands of the stadium and build a new 5,500-seat multi-purpose 
arena for the 67’s and the broader community. In addition, three 
apartment towers are proposed.  

“We’re focused on Lansdowne 2.0,” Greenberg told me when I asked him 
about potentially buying the Senators. “John Ruddy and I have a ton of 
money invested both emotionally and financially (in Lansdowne) . . . 
we’re focused on fixing the issues. 

“It’s a $1 billion project, easily, when we add the private sector and the 
public sector components.” 

HOWEVER, Greenberg adds that he is “all ears” if someone wants to 
include him or OSEG to have a local partnership component in the 
Senators. To this point, despite having already heard from several 
interested parties, no one has provided him with enough detail as to how 
the partnership would work. Greenberg and Ruddy aren’t interested in 
putting money into an NHL club without direct involvement in the 
operation.  

Among those who have met with Greenberg is Jeff York, another Ottawa 
area businessman who has long been interested in buying the Senators.  

Nobody in Ottawa has worked harder behind the scenes regarding the 
Senators sale than York, the brother of former Senators defenceman 
Jason York. 

According to multiple sources, Jeff York has met with the NHL, Andlauer, 
Greenberg and Reynolds, among others, as part of his efforts to 
purchase the hockey team. And this is not York’s first attempt at buying 
the Senators. He has been knocking on the door for years. 

Around Ottawa, York is known as Mr. Farm Boy. York was a longtime 
CEO of the food market store which is wildly popular in the Nation’s 
Capital. Farm Boy was founded in Cornwall in 1981 by Jean-Louis 
Bellemare. Bellemare and York sold the company to the Sobey’s 
supermarket chain in 2018 for $800 million.  

Recently, York has partnered with Neil and Shawn Malhotra (of Claridge 
Homes) as a move to strengthen his bid. 

Once again, here is an example of a financial player partnering with a 
real estate/builder type because of LeBreton. And yes, that was Shawn 
Malhotra sitting with Daniel Alfredsson during last week’s Hockey Hall of 
Fame ceremony in Toronto, where Alfredsson was inducted as a player. 

Alfredsson, by the way, has made it known he wants to wait to see how 
the ownership situation gets resolved before deciding on his future with 
the hockey club.  

Greenberg, York and Malhotra represent potentially important local ties 
that were missing during Melnyk’s reign. So does Alfredsson, of course. 

Where this all ends up is anyone’s guess at this point. But a hockey 
organization that could include Reynolds, The Weeknd and Alfie all at the 
same time shouldn’t be dull. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs place Morgan Rielly on long-term injured 
reserve with knee injury 

Keefe has no firm timeline on Rielly injury, but sees a huge opportunity 
for Sandin 

 

Luke Fox 
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TORONTO – Mo problems. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs' already-dented blueline was dealt another 
significant blow Tuesday morning, with news that their best defenceman, 
Morgan Rielly, has been placed on long-term injured reserve with a left 
knee injury. 

Coach Sheldon Keefe says Rielly will not need surgery and did not 
provide a timeline for return beyond the LTIR requirement. 

Rielly, 28, must miss a minimum of 10 games and 24 days, meaning his 
earliest return would be Dec. 17 in Washington. Reports suggested Rielly 
will need four to six weeks to recover, however. 

The Leafs recalled defencemen Victor Mete and Mac Hollowell from the 
Marlies in advance of their four-game U.S. road trip, which kicks off 
Wednesday in New Jersey. 

'Sucks losing Mo,' but Maple Leafs’ D corps excited to step up in his 
absence 

Hollowell will make his NHL debut, and Mete will travel as an extra. 

“It means everything. I've been waiting for this moment since I was a little 
kid,” Hollowell, a long-serving Marlie, said. “Just want to make my mark 
with team, help them win games.” 

Toronto’s D corps had already been relying heavily on depth 
contributions with Jake Muzzin (LTIR, spine) out indefinitely and T.J. 
Brodie (IR, oblique) ruled out for this road trip. 

Brodie did put in some on-ice solo work at the club’s practice facility 
Tuesday. 

Rielly accidentally collided in open ice with Kyle Palmieri early in the third 
period of Monday’s 3-2 overtime loss to the New York Islanders, 
tweaking and clutching his left knee. Both men hit the ice and were slow 
to rise. Rielly skated one more shift before leaving the game. 

“It’s for sure worrisome. We know the role he plays on and off the ice for 
our team. I think he’s one of the best defencemen in the league,” captain 
John Tavares said. 

Rielly paces all Leafs by skating 23 minutes a night. He runs point on the 
top power-play unit and leads all Toronto D-men with 16 assists in 20 
games. 

“Are you a better team when you have Morgan Rielly, T.J. Brodie and 
Jake Muzzin in the lineup? Of course, you're a better team,” Keefe said. 
“But it's not the first time a team has dealt with injuries to key players. Not 
the first time our team has dealt with injuries to key players. And each 
time we've responded well, won games, played even better defensively 
than we were when we had all these guys in the lineup. 

“It doesn't do you any good to sit there and feel sorry for yourself or 
anything like that. You gotta go play the games. Each time we've lost a 
guy, for a moment, maybe you think, wow, that sucks. (Yet) it seems like 
our team plays better. So, I'm expecting the same.” 

Money helps place these losses in context. 

The Maple Leafs will dress a blue line carrying a whopping $7.1-million 
cap hit Wednesday. Meanwhile, they’ll have $18.125 million worth of 
regular defencemen on the shelf. 

Mark Giordano’s re-signing for $800,000 feels all the more valuable now 
that the 39-year-old is the top D-man standing and should draw the 
toughest road matchups. 

Is Rielly injury enough to force Maple Leafs' Dubas into marketplace? 

But how much can the Leafs push the oldest skater in the league? 

“We might find out,” Keefe said, smiling. “He wants to keep the engine 
firing. And he tells us that the more he plays, the better he feels.” 

Rasmus Sandin said his confidence took a hit earlier in the season but 
that it’s now growing — just in time for him to take over Rielly’s duties 
running the top power-play unit. 

“It's definitely time for all the other guys to step up and fill those big 
shoes,” Sandin said. “So yeah, it's up to us.” 

The Maple Leafs (10-5-5, 25 points) came into the season with designs 
on winning the Atlantic Division. 

They sit in second place, nine points back of the Boston Bruins. 

Maintaining their lead over the Tampa Bay Lightning (23 points), Detroit 
Red Wings (22 points) and Florida Panthers (20 points) will prove 
challenging considering injuries to their top three defencemen. 

“Obviously, it sucks losing Mo, but guys are excited for the opportunity 
and new guys coming in the lineup,” Giordano said. 

“It's important for us as the group of six to fulfill those minutes as a whole 
team to really defend well and play well as a group of five when we're on 
the ice to kind of lock it down.” 

One-Timers: Nick Robertson draws back into the lineup Wednesday, 
alongside Tavares and Mitch Marner, while Denis Malgin will be healthy-
scratched.... Wayne Simmonds was placed on waivers for a second time 
this season.... Assistant coach Dean Chynoweth missed Monday’s game 
and Tuesday’s practice due to a non-COVID illness. He is cleared to 
travel with the team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Norris candidate Morrissey salvages Jets' win after 
stunning Hurricanes rally 

Jets show tenacity with overtime win after fumbling lead vs. Hurricanes 

 

ken-wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG – Rick Bowness was about to depart from the podium, 
figuring his regular postgame question and answer session had come to 
its just conclusion. 

The head coach of the Winnipeg Jets had been subjected to an 
entertaining, if unlikely finish as his team built a 3-0 advantage, only to 
see the Carolina Hurricanes score not once, not twice, but three times 
with an extra attacker after coach Rod Brind’Amour first pulled his goalie 
with more than five minutes remaining in regulation. 

This was not an epic collapse in the standard use of the word, as the 
Hurricanes did an excellent job of both getting traffic in front and finding 
lanes to get shots through – with two of those appearing to change 
direction on the way to the goal before finding the back of the net. 

Bowness had already spoken about the ebbs and flows of the game and 
handed out praise where necessary, but just as he took his first steps 
toward his coach’s office, a reporter who had waited patiently wanted to 
know about the brilliant start for Josh Morrissey – who scored a pair of 
goals, including the overtime winner, in what became a 4-3 victory on 
Monday night. 

That’s when Bowness recalled a conversation he had with the Jets 
defenceman and alternate captain during the offseason. 

It’s a chat Bowness had referenced previously, noting he told Morrissey 
that in his previous stop with the Dallas Stars that he was a guy they paid 
special attention to because he was the Jets’ best defenceman. 

'We played a great 55 minutes': Morrissey on Jets squeaking out OT win 
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But this time, he added a valuable nugget about that chat he had not 
shared publicly. 

It was a combination of a major vote of confidence and a challenge of 
sorts to an individual he was certainly going to lean on if the Jets were 
going to get more offence from the defence corps that would surely be 
led by Morrissey once again. 

“We talked about that, and that’s what I said, 'We need from you. It’s 
there. And we’re going to get it out from you,'” said Bowness. “'You’ve got 
the green light, I want you a lot more involved with the offence. I want 
you skating.' 

“At the end of the season, and this is what I told him, when there’s a 
discussion of who the top 10 D are for the Norris Trophy voting, I want to 
see his name in there. And he’s taken great pride in that.” 

Those were lofty expectations for sure, but through 17 games, Morrissey 
is clearly in the conversation for the Norris Trophy, playing the best 
hockey of his career. 

Not only is Morrissey leading the Jets defence, he’s leading the team in 
scoring with three goals and 18 points in 17 games. 

That leaves him tied for sixth in the NHL among blue-liners and while the 
trophy handed out to the top defenceman requires more than production, 
Morrissey is taken care of his responsibilities away from the puck as well. 

Monday’s highlight reel saw Morrissey show great instincts to jump in the 
rush and take a pass from Blake Wheeler before beating Pyotr 
Kochetkov with a shot through the five-hole to extend the Jets lead to 3-
0. 

Then, after the remarkable rally by the Hurricanes sent the game to 
three-on-three action in the fourth period, there was Morrissey making a 
smart read to jump into open ice in the neutral zone before burying his 
shot on a breakaway to ensure the Jets would improve to 11-5-1 as they 
head out for a three-game road trip that begins Wednesday against the 
Minnesota Wild. 

“I saw him leave the zone. But you could see that we were going to get 
control of the puck. That’s what you have to do in overtime, you have to 
take some gambles,” Bowness said in his postgame assessment. “He 
just read the play. That’s hockey IQ, man. Just a great shot.” 

A great shot indeed, one that came at 2:10 of overtime. 

Morrissey had been asked about how he ended up being on the 
receiving end of the stretch pass from Pierre-Luc Dubois that led to the 
play that brought the game to an end. 

“I felt we were able to create a turnover," Morrissey said. "We got control 
of the puck. I kind of just took off when one of their guys changed. 
Sometimes that's how it works. In overtime, if you can turn the puck over 
quick and transition the other way, you can create an odd man rush. 
Dubie made a great heads-up pass and from there, I just tried to go in 
and score a goal. 

“(Kochetkov) comes out pretty far. Nothing really on the scouting report 
but I just saw a hole and tried to shoot it. Wasn't going to get too fancy. 
Just tried to surprise him. Obviously, super happy it went in.” 

That overtime goal from Morrissey came on a night the Jets also got an 
important goal from the fourth line, which was the first in the NHL from 
recent call-up Mikey Eyssimont. 

Jets centre David Gustafsson had stolen the puck in the defensive zone 
from Hurricanes sniper Andrei Svechnikov, then sprinted out of the zone 
and took a pass from Jansen Harkins to get a breakaway of his own. 

Eyssimont got up the ice quickly and was in perfect position to convert 
the rebound in what was his fifth NHL game. 

“I’ve visualized it for my whole life, so to finally get it, you never know 
how it’s going to happen. You’ve just got to be opportunistic,” said 
Eyssimont. “It was a one-knee drop on the forehand. I had quite a bit of 

net to shoot at and there were some bodies flying around in front of the 
net. Honestly, I have to rewatch it. I haven’t seen it yet (on replay). Just 
from what I remember, I just kind of had to tap it in. 

“I don’t even remember the sound of it. It felt so good. To have the boys 
come over and celebrate with (me) and have all of the guys 
congratulating me, that means the most. Yeah. It’s the best day of my 
life, for sure.” 

While Eyssimont was sharing his jubilant feeling in a scrum with 
reporters, Jets backup goalie David Rittich was expressing frustration 
after going through a sequence where it looked like he might actually 
earn a shutout in what was his fourth start of the season to seeing the 
three late goals require Morrissey to be the OT hero. 

Through no fault of his own, the game got more stressful for Rittich than 
it needed to, but he took another step to showing he can be leaned on for 
more than just the tail end of the multiple back-to-backs on the Jets 
schedule coming up next month. 

After the morning skate, Bowness shared with reporters that he planned 
to get Rittich some additional work in the upcoming stretch of games as 
things get busier for the Jets. 

With Connor Hellebuyck already at 13 starts in 17 games and playing at 
a Vezina Trophy level, the Jets need to keep their starter fresh and they 
also want to help keep Rittich sharp. 

“We want to try to get him a game a week, at the max 10 days, and he’s 
played well,” Bowness told reporters. “He deserves a home start. With 
(games) every second day now, it’s important that he plays. It’s not fair to 
him to let him sit for two or three weeks and ‘Now you’re playing.’ That’s 
not fair to him and it’s not fair to the team.” 

Monday was another important step in that process, even if things got a 
little more tense in the latter stages of the game as the Hurricanes nearly 
pulled a rabbit out of the hat. 

“It’s not for the media what went through my mind. A lot of swear words,” 
said Rittich, who was clearly still processing what had transpired. “First 
one screen, second one tipped, third one tipped. I will look at the video 
and work on (it at) practice. But we stick with that and get an important 
two points.” 

Rittich was among the players who spoke enthusiastically about the way 
the Jets defended during the first 55 minutes of the game, limiting the 
Grade A scoring chances against a high-shot-volume team that remains 
one of the top teams in the Eastern Conference. 

“Did you watch the game? Did you see how those guys worked hard for 
me? It’s pretty easy to work hard and do your job. Pretty easy to stick 
with the game and help them out,” said Rittich. “We were really good. We 
didn’t give them much and I think we did a pretty good job. I mean, that’s 
what we are talking about since camp, to be resilient, to work hard, to 
play 60 minutes, do the right things at the right time, which we’re doing. 
It’s really good. We just have to keep it going.” 
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TSN.CA / How will Leafs fill void on defence with Rielly out? 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday before 
flying to Newark ahead of Wednesday’s game against the New Jersey 
Devils. 
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The Leafs have placed Morgan Rielly on long-term injured reserve with a 
knee injury. The team's ice-time leader will miss at least 10 games and 
24 days.  

"It's for sure worrisome," admitted captain John Tavares after watching 
Rielly leave Monday's game following an awkward collision with New 
York Islanders forward Kyle Palmieri. "I think he's one of the best 
defencemen in the league." 

    Rumblings of a grade 1 or 2 MCL injury for Rielly which would align 
with LTIR and a 4-6 week recovery. https://t.co/ztiwP7wkxq 

    — Darren Dreger (@DarrenDreger) November 22, 2022 

Losing Rielly at any time is a huge blow. He leads all Leafs defencemen 
in points with 16. Rasmus Sandin is second with six points. As the 
longest-serving Leaf, Rielly is also an important voice in the dressing 
room. He played in every game last season and missed just one game in 
the previous season. 

Compounding the issue for the team is the fact Jake Muzzin and T.J. 
Brodie are also sidelined. Muzzin has been out with a cervical spine 
injury since the fourth game of the season and won't be re-evaluated until 
late February. This is the first time the Leafs have played without Brodie, 
who has missed the last five games with an oblique injury. The 32-year-
old won't be on the upcoming four-game trip, but did skate on his own 
prior to Tuesday's practice.  

"Are you a better team when you have Morgan Rielly, T.J. Brodie or Jake 
Muzzin in the lineup? Of course you're a better team," Leafs head coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. "But it's not the first time a team has dealt with 
injuries to key players. It's not the first time our team has dealt with 
injuries to key players and each time we've responded well. Won games. 
Played even better defensively than we were when we had these guys in 
the lineup. We will just continue to play a good, sound team game and 
find ways to win." 

    TJ Brodie not expected to come on the road trip, but he is back on the 
ice today @TSN_Edge pic.twitter.com/qY7zaLbH0o 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 22, 2022 

While even-strength offence remains an issue, the Leafs have tightened 
up nicely this month. Since Brodie went down, the Leafs are allowing just 
2.4 goals per outing (tied for seventh overall). Monday's performance 
against the Islanders was one of the team's most complete efforts in that 
regard. More of the same will be required moving forward.  

"Us, as a forward group, have to do a really good job structurally and 
being connected," said Tavares. "Doing that to help our D and give them 
the ability to build their game and grow confidence as things get jumbled 
around." 

The Leafs played without eventual Hart Trophy winner Auston Matthews 
nine times last season. First team all-star Mitch Marner missed 10 
games. Muzzin missed 35 games. Both goalies – Jack Campbell and 
Petr Mrazek – missed time. And the team still finished with 115 points, 
which was a new franchise record.  

"It doesn't do you any good to sit there and feel sorry for yourself," Keefe 
said. "You have to go play the games. Each time we have lost a guy and 
for a moment you think, 'That sucks,' [but] it seems like our team plays 
better. I am expecting the same. That is really it. Not just the defence but 
the forwards have to support the defence and, collectively, we have to 
support our goaltenders. As our team game continues to improve, we 
have a chance to beat anybody." 

Toronto faces a stiff test on Wednesday against a New Jersey Devils 
team that has won 13 straight and leads the league in 5-on-5 goals.  

Will the Maple Leafs make a trade to fill the void on defence? 

The Maple Leafs suffered another blow to the blueline as Morgan Rielly 
was placed on long-term injury reserve with a knee injury. TSN Hockey 
Insiders Darren Dreger and Chris Johnston join That's Hockey to detail 

the extent of the injury and whether Toronto will make a big trade to fill 
the void on defence. 

—- 

Mark Giordano, the oldest skater in the National Hockey League, is now 
Toronto's No. 1 defenceman. 

"We have the guys back there who are waiting for opportunities, myself 
included," the Toronto native said. "You always want more ice time and 
when you get it you gotta make it count." 

But is there a limit to how much the Leafs can push the 39-year-old?  

"We might find out," Keefe said with a smile.  

In the first 15 games of the season, Giordano averaged 17:45 of ice time. 
Since the Brodie injury that number has increased to 21:23.  

"He's just a machine," said defenceman Timothy Liljegren. "He works 
hard and skates well even though he's a bit older now." 

"Every time I have a conversation with Gio in terms of whether he wants 
days off or to miss practices, he wants nothing to do with it," Keefe said. 
"He wants to keep the engine firing. He tells us that the more he plays, 
the better he feels." 

Playing in a 17th NHL season, Giordano has learned how to get the most 
out of himself. And he's not that far removed from a Norris Trophy win in 
2019. 

"As he has gotten older, his minutes have gone down a little bit," Keefe 
continued. "At times, he has said it affects him. He is used to playing 
more. It is a balance of getting to that point where you are feeling 
engaged and have rhythm in your game and then making sure you have 
gas in the tank. That is on us to manage with him. He is a guy who, at 
this point, has shown no signs of slowing down. He is a guy that wants to 
continue to push. In practice, he was one of the first guys on the ice 
today putting in extra work before practice begins and he doesn't have to. 
He takes his morning skates. As his minutes are going to climb now more 
than we would like or would have planned, we will continue to look at it, 
but he is not a guy to ever say no." 

'He’s a machine': Giordano, 39, eager for more minutes with Rielly out 

The Maple Leafs back end continues to change with Morgan Rielly out of 
the mix. Mark Giordano talks about the increase workload he'll see and 
why everyone is always looking for more ice time. 

—- 

Sandin feels like he's turning the corner after a tough stretch.  

"It's coming along," the Swede stressed. "Confidence-wise wasn't at a 
very high level lately. Just trying to clear my head and play better. 
Yesterday was a big step for both me and Timothy playing together. We 
did some things really well that we can bring to the next game. It's 
starting to come along." 

"In the last few games, I have seen a real uptick in his play," Keefe 
confirmed. "I think he is starting to show more confidence with the puck."  

Sandin, 22, and Liljegren, 23, now project to play more and against better 
competition on Toronto's second pair. It didn't go smoothly when they got 
that chance last season but, as Sandin noted, the pair looked up for the 
challenge against the Islanders.  

"We managed the puck pretty well," Sandin said. "We broke the puck out 
well. We were creative out there so that's something we definitely need to 
keep on going." 

"I think you get a little more flow in your game when you play more 
minutes," Liljegren said. "It's next shift, next shift instead of sitting a 
couple shifts in a row. It gets a little bit easier." 
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Liljegren is averaging 17:33 of ice time per game, which is sixth among 
Leaf blueliners this season. Sandin is averaging 16:42. Those numbers 
are about to rise.  

"As every game goes by you see them getting more and more confident 
and last game was really good," observed Giordano. "Now, they're going 
to get a really good opportunity to probably play top-four minutes and I 
think they're ready for it. They're both incredibly poised with the puck. 
They play well together."  

Sandin will take Rielly's spot on the top power-play unit, which is clicking 
at 28.1 per cent so far this season (sixth overall). The key in that role?  

"Not to hold my stick too tight," he said. "Still play the way I play. Move 
the puck quick. I know what kind of players I'm playing with so just have 
to relax and play the way I usually do."  

'Animal' Sandin growing in swagger after first NHL fight 

Auston Matthews called Rasmus Sandin an 'animal' after he dropped the 
gloves to defend him against the Islanders. The Leafs' defenceman also 
touches on his play as of late and his partnership with Timothy Liljegren 
that will be leaned on more moving forward. 

—- 

Sandin confronted Oliver Wahlstrom after the Islanders forward landed a 
borderline hit on Matthews in the third period of Monday's game.  

"I was very close," Sandin said. "From my angle it looked a little bit like 
his knee came out so I just wanted to step in. We're a team. We want to 
stick up for each other so that's what I tried to do." 

"This group is extremely tight," said Matthews. "I don't know how much I 
want to see Sandy dropping his gloves like that, but it means a lot 
coming from a guy like that." 

"He stepped in with the fight," Keefe highlighted. "I think those are 
different things that add to his swagger a little bit."  

Matthews skated over to Sandin with a message in the immediate 
aftermath.   

"He just said I was an animal," Sandin revealed with a grin.  

The 5-foot-11, 182-pounder wasn't exactly looking for a fight. 

"I was going to skate over to him and grab him a little bit and things 
escalated pretty quickly," said Sandin, who had one fight in the American 
Hockey League. "He turned around really quick and just dropped the 
gloves and, you know, I was just starting." 

Sandin and Wahlstrom have known each other since they were kids.  

"He looked at me after and he's a little bit bigger [6-foot-2, 204 pounds] 
and said, 'Sorry man, just had to.' It doesn't matter who your friends 
are on the outside, on the ice we're competing for our own team." 

Sandin and Wahlstrom caught up in the hallway between the dressing 
rooms after the game.   

"We've been playing with each other since I was 10-years-old so we 
know each other very well," said Sandin. "It was a little funny that it was 
him that was my first fight." 

Sandin fights Wahlstrom after Matthews hit: 'It means a lot coming from a 
guy like that' 

After watching Auston Matthews take a suspect hit from 6-foot-2 Oliver 
Wahlstrom on Monday, 5-foot-11 defenceman Rasmus Sandin dropped 
the gloves with his friend. "We've been playing with each other since I 
was 10," Sandin told TSN. "But that's off the ice and on the ice we’re 
competitors." Sandin said Wahlstrom apologized for leaving him 
bloodied. "I don't know how much I want to see Sandy dropping his 
gloves like that, but it means a lot," said Matthews. 

--- 

Mac Hollowell was called up from the AHL and will make his NHL debut 
on the third pair on Wednesday.  

"Just sitting in the team meeting room and on the way out they let the 
boys know," the 24-year-old from Niagara Falls, Ont., said. "They were 
all pretty excited. So, it was a pretty special moment for me." 

Hollowell was Toronto's fourth-round pick (118th overall) in 2018. After 
graduating from the Soo Greyhounds in the Ontario Hockey League 
(where he played with Sandin), Hollowell spent time in the ECHL with the 
Newfoundland Growlers in the 2019-20 season. He joined the Marlies 
that same season and has played in 117 AHL games.  

"It means everything," he said of the NHL opportunity. "I've been waiting 
for this moment since I was a little kid." 

"We just think it is time," said Keefe. "He has put in his time in the 
minors. He has played well for us in the pre-season. He has been up 
here a number of times previous to practice with us. He is very 
comfortable around our group." 

Hollowell will be paired with gritty veteran Jordie Benn. They 
already have some game reps together with the Marlies this season.  

At 5-foot-9, Hollowell is one of the smallest defenders in the league. How 
does he have to play to have success?  

"Fast and deliberate," he said. "Just making moves and sticking to 
them. When I'm moving my feet and moving the puck things are good for 
me." 

As Keefe noted, Hollowell has a comfort level with the Leafs. A big part of 
that is his experience ahead of the 2020-21 season when he quarantined 
in the same house as Matthews, Sandin, William Nylander and Joe 
Thornton.  

"I've been around for four or five years now and had that moment in the 
quarantine when I stayed with some of the guys," Hollowell noted. "Pretty 
comfortable with a lot of them and it definitely helps moving into this 
game." 

Thornton took a shine to Hollowell and even gave him a nickname: 
Cheddar.  

"It just came to his mind," Hollowell said. "I imagine it had something to 
do with my orange hair ... He was great to me. He made me feel 
welcome right from the first day. A lot of thanks to him and I'll probably 
get a phone call from him soon."  

Victor Mete was also called up on Tuesday and will accompany the team 
on the road.  
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Leafs' Hollowell expects call from Thornton ahead of NHL debut 

As injuries continue to pileup on the Leafs' blueline, the team has called 
up defenceman Mac Hollowell from the Marlies to join them on their 
upcoming road trip. Having been around the team for a few years now, 
the 24-yearold spoke about his excitement for the chance, and looks 
back at some fond memories with Joe Thornton. 

—- 

Despite sitting out the last four games as a healthy scratch, Nick 
Robertson appreciated the chance to stay with the Leafs rather than be 
sent down to the AHL.  

"There's benefits to being in the NHL even when you're not playing," the 
21-year-old winger said. "Being around this atmosphere and learning, 
even away from the rink, how things are done is important and it carries 
onto the ice. Obviously, the paycheque's nice too (smile)." 

Robertson hasn't played since Nov. 12, but he has been putting in work.  

"Working on my upper-body strength, because you can't really have that 
time to work on it when you're playing a lot so that's one thing I focused 
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on in the gym," he said. "Working also on little touches and little things 
and ... maintaining my puck confidence, feet and everything." 

Robertson doesn't have to look far for inspiration. Big brother Jason 
Robertson is now an established star with the Dallas Stars and just 
signed a four-year, $31-million contract, but it wasn't always easy.  

"He's been in the same situation as I was as a 21-year-old. He was 
scratched on and off and then had a big stretch and that was it ... I kind 
of learned watching him being scratched." 

The 5-foot-9 sharpshooter gets a chance to start a big stretch of his own 
on Wednesday when he returns to game action on a line with Tavares 
and Marner.  

"We are looking for him to find ways to make an impact with his skill set 
and for him to defend and track," Keefe said. "At times, whether it was 
losing some battles or some defensive positioning, the game starts to flip 
against you and your line and thus you as a team. Those are the kinds of 
things where, as a young player, you have to recognize the value in 
that. The way you impact the game may not necessarily be points. 
Sometimes the points are not going to be there and the offence is not 
going to be there, but you have to ensure you leave the game in a good 
spot when you come back to the bench. As young players, that is part of 
the learning process." 
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Ahead of return, Robertson draws inspiration from how brother dealt with 
scratches 

Nick Robertson will make his return to the Maple Leafs lineup when they 
visit the Devils on Wednesday. He explains why it's not always a bad 
thing to get scratched and says he's drawing inspiration from when his 
brother went through the same situation. 

—- 

Robertson scored the winner in Toronto's first overtime game of the 
season. Since then the Leafs have lost five straight games that went to 
extra time, including on Monday.  

"We definitely have to look at our 3-on-3 [play] and try to figure that out," 
said Marner. "Just stop forcing stuff and realize when opportunities are 
there." 

For the first time this season, the team dedicated practice time to 3-on-3 
play on Tuesday.  

"Teams are really good at defending more than in the past," noted 
Giordano, who started on the top overtime unit with Matthews and 
Nylander. "Little things like line changes and switches become big parts 
of 3-on-3. We're in one of those ruts right now where it's snowballing a bit 
in overtime." 

Although Matthews shot down the idea the team is now facing a mental 
block in extra time.   

"I don't think it's really an area of concern," he said.  

Leafs Ice Chips: OT losing streak leads to 3-on-3 work at practice 

A day after losing their fifth straight overtime game of the season, the 
Maple Leafs took time in practice to work on 3-on-3 play ahead of their 
road trip. Despite the record, Leafs players aren't concerned with how 
things have turned out, and are confident the bounces will eventually fall 
their way. 

—- 

Assistant coach Dean Chynoweth, who oversees the defence and 
penalty kill, missed Monday's game with a non-COVID illness. He also 
missed Tuesday's practice, but is expected to be at the game in New 
Jersey.  

    Placed on NHL waivers today: Zach Sanford (NSH), Magnus Hellberg 
(SEA) and Wayne Simmonds (TOR). 

    — Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) November 22, 2022 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Robertson - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Holmberg - Jarnkrok  

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Engvall  

Malgin, Simmonds  

D 

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Benn - Hollowell  

Mete  

G 

Murray  

Kallgren  

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) November 22, 2022 

Special teams work at Tuesday's practice:  

PP1 

Sandin, Matthews, Marner, Tavares, Nylander  

PP2 

Giordano, Engvall, Kerfoot, Robertson, Bunting  

Overtime units at Tuesday's practice:  

OT1 

Matthews, Nylander, Giordano 

OT2 

Tavares, Marner, Liljegren 
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