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Carolina Hurricanes sign goalie Pyotr Kochetkov to four-year contract extension 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes announced Wednesday that goalie 
Pyotr Kochetkov had signed a four-year extension that will 
pay him an average of $2 million a year through 2026-27. 

“Pyotr has been extremely solid for both Carolina and 
Chicago (AHL) since coming to North America last season,” 
Canes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a 
statement. “We believe he has a bright future in our crease.” 

Kochetkov, 23, has gone 2-0-2 this season with a 2.00 goals-
against average, .914 save percentage and one shutout in 
four NHL games.  

The guy called “Koochie” by his teammates has a a 5-0-2 
record, 2.16 goals-against average, .909 save percentage 
and one shutout in seven career regular-season 
appearances with the Hurricanes. 

Kochetkov was needed in the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs with 
Frederik Andersen injured, and had 1-2 record in four playoff 
appearances. 

Another injury to Andersen this season has again forced 
Kochetkov into action with the NHL club again, and he has 
yet to lose in regulation.

 

Hurricanes happy for goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, but don’t reward him with a victory 

By Chip Alexander 

Pyotr Kochetkov’s four-year contract extension, announced 
Wednesday, was well-received by his Carolina Hurricanes 
teammates. 

It showed in the goalie’s reception in the locker room after 
the morning skate at PNC Arena. 

It didn’t show as much Wednesday night when Kochetkov 
was a surprise starter against the Arizona Coyotes. 

The Coyotes won 4-0 as Nick Schmaltz scored 66 seconds 
into the game, Lawson Crouse scored twice and Nick 
Bjugstad had a goal in the third period. Goalie Karel 
Vejmelka made it stand up with his third career shutout, 
making 36 saves.  

Kochetkov made some high-quality and acrobatic saves but 
got zero offensive support in what might have been the 
Canes’ worst loss of the season. The power play again was 
punchless — Andrei Svechnikov missed an open net in the 
first period — and there would be no late-game magic. 

“We’re making it a little harder on ourselves than it needs to 
be,” captain Jordan Staal said. “You could tell we were a little 
flat. At some point we need to have some emotion and get 
going. Something’s got to change.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour pulled Kochetkov against 
Winnipeg on Monday with six minutes left in regulation and 
the Jets leading 3-0. The Canes responded with three goals 
with the extra attacker to tie the score before losing 4-3 in 
overtime. 

Instead, Crouse scored his second with the net empty. The 
loss to the Coyotes (7-9-2) became the Canes’ 10th losing 
game of the season in 20 games — Carolina is 10-6-4. 

“We know we’re in a tough stretch, for sure,” Brind’Amour 
said after the game. “We’ve got to fight through it. We’ve got 
find a way to put the puck in the net.” 

Goalie Antti Raanta was set to start but apparently was 
injured at the morning skate. Adding more concern: Raanta 
did little during the pregame warmup, then did not not take a 
seat on the Canes bench at game time. 

Suddenly, the situation is serious. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen has not played since Nov. 6 
against the Toronto Maple Leafs. He left practice at 
Invisalign Arena two days later and was said to have 
tweaked something.  

But Andersen did not make a quick return. He was placed on 
injured reserve Nov. 11 and has missed the past eight 
games, his return uncertain. 

“He hasn’t been on the ice and it’s obviously a big concern 
for us,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s your guy there and he’s 
unable to play. But until he’s lacing ‘em up and out there 
practicing …” 

It will be Raanta and Kochetkov. And if Raanta is injured and 
with Andersen out, Kochetkov might have to start more 
games in the short term than anyone expected. 

The announcement of Kochetkov’s extension — with an 
average payout of $2 million a season — was made while 
the Canes were on the ice Wednesday morning. 

“He’s a great guy, always in a good mood with a smile on his 
face,” Canes center Sebastian Aho said. “He has a great 
work ethic, on and off the ice. He’s just a competitor. He just 
battles out there and fights to stop every puck.” 

And feisty. Aho said that description fits. 

“Feisty and a little crazy,” he said with a smile.  

Kochetkov, 23, is still learning English. The native of Penza, 
Russia, is getting better at it but had Svechnikov serve as a 
translator Wednesday in discussing his extension. 
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“He said it’s a big step in his life and he’s very happy with 
that and is thankful for the trust from Carolina,” Svechnikov 
said.  

That trust was built on a small sample set. The game 
Wednesday was his eighth in the NHL, not including the four 
appearances he made for Carolina in the 2022 Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

Kochetkov, a second-round draft pick by the Canes in 2019, 
was in the KHL in Russia before coming to North America 

last season. He had instant success with the Chicago 
Wolves in the AHL, going 13-1-1 and later was 5-1-1 in the 
Wolves’ run to the Calder Cup.  

“He has little experience but he’s shown he can play,” 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday morning. “But it’s also the 
whole makeup of the player — his personality, his 
willingness to work hard and obviously his ability. It’s nice to 
have him in the mix.”

 

Hurricanes’ failure to score has become existential crisis as frustration runneth over 

By Luke DeCock 

There’s no better way to capture the midseason malaise of 
an NHL team than “losing at home to Arizona on a 
Wednesday night,” a phrase that captures a dismal result 
amid uninspiring circumstances. That’s the Carolina 
Hurricanes right now, stumbling into the holidays like … 
everyone else is, really. 

Wednesday was grim. A completely dominant but fruitless 
first period ended with the Hurricanes somehow down 1-0, 
and whatever good they had done was wiped out by their 
own frustration in what ended up a 4-0 loss. It’s been a long 
time since the Hurricanes were booed, good and truly booed, 
at home.  

The frustration from failing to score, night after night, is 
clearly bleeding over into other areas, like Brent Burns’ 
inexplicable backhanded clearing attempt that led to the 
second goal, and Jordan Staal getting outfought in the high 
slot for the third. Those things don’t happen when the 
Hurricanes are rolling. 

In the big picture, it’s better for the Hurricanes to muddle 
through this kind of existential crisis in November than in 
March, which they did last year and never quite recovered. 
There’s a lot going on here, from a power play that alternates 
between snakebit and uninspired to erratic goaltending — 
although not Wednesday, when Antti Raanta was a late 
scratch and Pyotr Kotchetov was not the problem — to the 
Hurricanes’ continuing ascension on the NHL ziggurat. 

You know which teams occasionally have trouble on a 
Monday night in Winnipeg? Good ones. During the Long 
Dark Years, that was how the Hurricanes won most of their 
games, by catching good teams on off nights, back when the 
sight of a Carolina jersey didn’t exactly stir emotions in the 
opposition. But now everyone wants to measure themselves 
against the Hurricanes, which means you always have to be 
ready to be measured — by your opponents, by your own 
fans. 

There is probably, subconsciously, a little bit of pacing going 
on. When you expect to play 100-something games, it’s hard 
to get too excited about the 20th, especially against the Jets 
or Coyotes. Of course, that’s no excuse. It shouldn’t happen. 
But it happens. It surely does. 

“We were pretty flat,” Staal said. “At some point we’ve got to 
have some emotion and get going and start pushing each 
other. Whether that’s getting angry, I don’t know, but 

something’s got to change and get some momentum and 
some jump in our game.” 

That’s also why there’s not really reason for genuine 
concern, as disconcerting and disappointing as the 
Hurricanes may be to watch right now. There was a time 
when an 0-for-21 skid on the power play could be the feather 
that would knock them out of playoff contention before 
Thanksgiving. Now, it’s a bump in the road. This team’s 
going to be fine, eventually. 

It’s difficult to reconcile, in this moment, the chances the 
Hurricanes are creating on a nightly basis with the fact 
they’ve scored a paltry 18 goals in the past nine games — 
and seven of those came in one game and another three 
with Kotchetkov on the bench for an extra skater Monday. It’s 
not good enough. 

But an NHL-worst shooting percentage of 7.7 percent is so 
below par for this group, it’s surely unsustainable in the long 
term. Even last spring in the playoffs, when goals were so 
hard to come by, they were better than this. Any regression 
to the mean is going to produce what will seem like 
spectacular results. 

The fundamentals are intact, despite this lull in results. The 
talent is still there. The chances are still there. As Roy 
Williams would say if he were a hockey fan, “Guys, 
everything looks better when the puck goes in the net.” 

“That’s pretty much what’s happened a lot this year in our 
losses,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve 
played pretty well in stretches and we don’t get anything out 
of it. And then the other team’s going to have their push too. 
That’s just part of it. We’ve got to find a way to cash in when 
we have empty nets. It’s got to go in. It’s too hard to score in 
this league.” 

And while no one man is irreplaceable, Teuvo Teravainen’s 
absence hurts, especially on the power play, where his 
unpredictability is sorely missed given the Hurricanes’ 
tendency to become stagnant and passive after failing to 
convert their first couple chances. If we know anything about 
Andrei Svechnikov, it’s that he excels at scoring into empty 
nets, so to see him miss one with a chance to end the man-
advantage drought was not only jarring but a reminder of 
how out of character all of this really is. 

Other prescriptions don’t make sense. Get more bodies in 
front? The Hurricanes had so much traffic in front of Karel 
Vejmelka they blocked some of their own shots and 
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overskated big rebounds. Stefan Noesen even tried fighting 
to light a spark, like it’s 1994 or something, to no avail. 

This is hard for Hurricanes fans to endure, still scarred by the 
memory of teams in the not too distant past that piled up 
shots and never had the talent to genuinely compete, but this 
is a different group. It has proven over the past four seasons 

that it is more than capable of getting to the starting line of 
the second season that matters. 

“We know how good we are as a team,” Svechnikov said. 
“We’ve just got to find our game.” 

This too shall pass. But that doesn’t make it any easier to 
watch right now.

 

 

 

Brent Burns’ transition to Hurricanes eased by a great pairing with Jaccob Slavin 

By Cory Lavalette 

With both a Florida player and a Carolina player in the 
penalty box, Brent Burns collected the puck at the right point, 
glided at an angle toward the boards and flicked a wrist shot 
toward the net. 

It found its way through traffic and went in, the first goal for 
the Hurricanes’ new defenseman, just 6:12 into his 
preseason debut. 

In the third period, with the game tied 3-3, he skated below 
the goal line and threw a bad-angle shot at Panthers goalie 
Spencer Knight. The puck rattled in, giving Burns his second 
goal of the night and what wound up being the game-winner. 
Burns earned first-star honors in his first game with the home 
team, and he was serenaded with roars of approval from the 
PNC Arena crowd. 

It seemed almost too easy, and it exhibited why the 
Hurricanes acquired the shoot-first, ask-questions-later 
defenseman during the offseason. 

Of course, coming to a new team and city after 11 seasons 
in San Jose is anything but simple. 

“I think it’s a huge transition, especially being with a team for 
that long,” said Tim Gleason, the former NHL defenseman 
and Hurricanes assistant coach who is charged with running 
the team’s defense. “You’re almost set in your ways, right? 
So coming over here is definitely a big transition, let alone 
just moving your whole family and all — there’s a lot to go 
along with it.” 

Burns arrived in Raleigh soon after the July 13 trade, which 
sent Steven Lorentz, goalie prospect Eetu Makiniemi and a 
third-round pick to San Jose and also brought forward Lane 
Pederson to Carolina. Burns started working out at team 
facilities and getting to know the staff, specifically coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. 

“Just a special player and person,” Brind’Amour said of 
Burns. “We just love having him around. And I was fortunate. 
He came early and I kind of spent a lot of time with him in the 
offseason because his kids had to get to school. And then 
(we’re) real fortunate his son plays with my son, the same 
hockey team. So we’ve constantly been spending a lot of 
time together.” 

And for Burns, the transition to life on the East Coast has 
been easy. 

“We really love being a part of this organization and city,” he 
said. “I mean, it’s been great.” 

The adjustment on the ice thus far has also been good. 
Through 19 games this season, Burns has three goals and 
10 assists and is on pace for 56 points — which would be his 
most since 2018-19. That’s despite the fact that Carolina’s 
power play has struggled, converting just 14.3 percent of its 
chances heading into Wednesday’s game against the 
Coyotes. 

But there’s a lot behind the scenes that goes into coming to a 
new team with new teammates and a different system. 

“I think the most impressive thing is he’s 37 and he’s like a 
20-year-old — he wants to learn,” Brind’Amour said. “He 
knows he’s in the new system, he knows this. And he’s like, 
‘Just give it to me. How do I learn to catch up?’ 

“You could just sit there and go, ‘Tell me what to do,’ 
because he’s been around and played at the high level. 
That’s not his attitude at all.” 

Gleason said, “He’s actually one of the easiest guys going 
and he wants more. He wants to learn, he wants to know it 
now. So he’s very eager on the daily and obviously wants to 
get better.” 

It’s not Burns’ first time going to a new team after a long stint 
in another city. Drafted No. 20 overall in 2003 by Minnesota, 
Burns played seven seasons with the Wild before he was 
traded to San Jose in the summer before the 2011-12 
season. 

“I don’t remember too much about it,” Burns said of the 
adjustments he made more than a decade ago in moving to 
the Sharks from Minnesota. 

Fellow Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei has a more 
recent experience of being traded to a new team for the first 
time. Skjei was dealt to Carolina right before the 2020 trade 
deadline, leaving the Rangers team that had drafted him 
almost eight years earlier and with whom he had played his 
first 307 NHL games. 

“Everyone feels like you’re gonna be in the one spot for your 
career,” Skjei said, “and that’s usually not how it happens, 
how it works out, so it was tough.” 
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Skjei, a left-handed defenseman, had a pretty nice landing 
spot — opposite of Brett Pesce on Carolina’s shutdown 
pairing. 

“It was a pretty smooth transition for both of us,” Skjei said of 
pairing up with Pesce. “I mean, obviously playing with a guy 
like him who is a really strong defenseman and a good 
player, it makes it really easy for me.” 

Pesce and Skjei not only play together at even strength but 
are usually paired together on the penalty kill. Since the start 
of the 2020-21 season, no defense pairing has played 
together more in all situations than Skjei and Pesce. 

Fourth on the list, despite not being on the same team this 
season, are Burns and Mario Ferraro, who were mainstays 
together on the Sharks’ defense since the latter reached the 
NHL in 2019. 

That kind of chemistry is hard to replicate. 

“It takes time. It doesn’t matter what you do,” Burns said. 
“There’s so many little things that just happen naturally over 
time. You can see it with (Pesce and Skjei). I just love 
watching how they react and interact on and off the ice. You 
can tell it’s a special partnership.” 

If there’s anyone who makes for an ideal new partner, it’s 
Jaccob Slavin, who is now paired with Burns. 

For the third straight year, Slavin has a new player on the 
right side of his pairing, having played with Dougie Hamilton 
two seasons ago and Tony DeAngelo last year. Both of 
those players thrived next to Slavin — and cashed out to the 
tune of a combined $73 million in contracts. 

“Slavo covers a lot of ground,” Brind’Amour said. “So if 
there’s mistakes, he can make up for them. No matter who 
we’ve played with Slavo the last few years, he’s elevated the 
game for that pair.” 

With Burns signed for two more seasons after this one, he 
and Slavin should have plenty of time to adjust. Having one 
of the league’s best defensive defensemen on his opposite 
side has helped Burns from Day 1. 

“It takes time to get chemistry,” Burns said. “It doesn’t matter 
what it is. Hockey is a game of five guys in a unit. It does 
take time to figure out how to use each other and how to get 
better with each other. 

“To see (Slavin) up close, I definitely didn’t realize it, the 
details of his game and how good he is.” 

Pesce, who played with Slavin early in their career after both 
made their NHL debuts about a month apart in 2015, has 
seen how Slavin can help a new partner adjust. 

“When you’re that good, you can stick him with anyone and 
he’ll make them look like an all-star,” Pesce said of Slavin. 
“Obviously, Burnsie’s a world-class player, so I see them 
getting better each game.” 

Then there are Carolina’s systems, which require a lot of the 
defensemen. Burns said the hardest part has been in-game 
reads. 

“We ask a lot from our D, so I don’t think he’s used to that 
part of it,” Gleason said. “For how much we ask from the D, 
every single zone, all three of them — it’s more of a skating 
game that we want from our D, so it’s definitely a big 
transition for sure.” 

From each game to the next, one can see Burns picking 
more and more of what the Hurricanes want him to do. 
Whether it’s pinching in from the point to keep the puck in the 
offensive zone or continuing his normal habit of shooting at 
will, the 6-foot-5, larger-than-life defenseman is finding his 
way on the ice in Carolina. 

“I think it just takes time,” Burns said, “but it really has been 
as smooth as it could be.”
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Max Pacioretty is living his best life in Carolina while awaiting his Hurricanes debut 

By Pierre LeBrun 

Imagine being acquired by a Stanley Cup contender and 
needing to wait half a year to play your first game and make 
a first impression. 

That’s the weird situation Max Pacioretty finds himself in, 
although being back on the ice skating lately, as he recovers 
from a torn Achilles, certainly has helped him see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. 

“It’s obviously not an orthodox way to get traded and get 
situated with a group,” Pacioretty told The Athletic. “That 
being said, I’m just so thankful that when my old team has to 
get rid of me for cap space …. they talk about being happy if 
you go to a good team — they were right. 

“I’m on a really good team right now, and in a really great 
place to live.” 

The Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty on July 13 only to lose 
him to the injury less than a month later. He had surgery on 
Aug. 10. 

And it kind of made you wonder at the time, given that 
Pacioretty will be an unrestricted free agent July 1 and that 
he isn’t expected back playing until February, would he 
bother moving his family with him from Summerlin, Nev.? 

There was zero hesitation. 

“I had always heard from family guys how good of a place 
Raleigh was to live in,” Pacioretty said. “It really is a special 
place. We’ve grown to like it in a short amount of time.” 

Pacioretty rented a house in short order in Raleigh and his 
wife and five kids have made North Carolina home. 

For how long? Who knows. But it’s a fun adventure right 
now. 

“I see it as a positive. I have five kids and so far they’ve been 
able to live in a whole different bunch of places,” Pacioretty 
said, pointing to time spent (both in-season or offseason) in 
Montreal, Connecticut, Florida, Vegas and now Raleigh. 

Life of a pro athlete. Make the best of it, Pacioretty figures. 

“My wife and I were just saying yesterday that we’re just so 
fortunate to have this experience,” Pacioretty said. 
“Especially being injured, the best part is that I’m always with 
my kids. What’s really cool with the Hurricanes is that it’s just 
so family-oriented. Whether it’s Roddy (Brind’Amour) or 
Donnie (Waddell) they just encourage everyone to have their 
families be part of everything. So I’ve been bringing my kids 
to the games every now and then. 

“You notice the good things about a whole bunch of different 
places and I would say that the kind of family atmosphere 
here in Raleigh is definitely a positive thing about playing 
here.” 

There was no chance he would spend a year alone in 
Raleigh. 

“I’d rather retire than be away from family,” Pacioretty said. 
“That’s not to say anything negative about hockey or where 

I’m at, but my family is the most important thing to me in the 
world.” 

His kids have adjusted nicely to youth hockey in Raleigh. 

“Youth hockey has picked up like crazy here and the kids are 
really striving there,” he said. “The kids are in an 
unbelievable school here. Really happy with the gains 
they’ve made.” 

The trade away from Vegas wasn’t easy, that’s for sure. 
Although the Golden Knights’ salary cap issues last season 
somewhat prepared him for at least the possibility. 

“I mean, you’re never truly prepared for it, that being said 
there was an open line of communication during the 
process,” Pacioretty said. “I really did enjoy my time in 
Vegas, I will look back at the end of my career and say I just 
wish we could have won a Cup there. We had so many 
chances, so many great teams. We had a great coach who I 
thought we could win with. 

” I’m still close to the guys on that team, I talk to them all the 
time. I wish them nothing but the best. Unless they’re playing 
against our team.” 

And as Pacioretty said, getting dealt from Vegas would have 
been a lot harder to take had he ended up on a non-
competitive team that was just taking on cap space for an 
asset. Ending up on a contender like Carolina has made a 
world of difference. 

“It just helps that we’re a team that wants to contend as well,” 
Pacioretty said. “And we have a bright future here.” 

Everything happens for a reason, says Pacioretty, who 
sounds pretty Zen about being dealt a tough injury blow. 

“As you get older you realize what’s the most important in 
life,” he said. “You know what, maybe you handle a torn 
Achilles a little bit differently when you’re a bit younger. But 
I’m just happy with where I’m at with myself and my family 
right now.” 

All that’s missing, of course, is being back in game uniform 
and helping out his new team. 

“You are missing something when you’re not in the lineup,” 
he said. “But it’s really been easy to connect with the guys off 
the ice. There’s no secret this is a great group of guys. 
Similar to what it was like in Vegas.” 

Pacioretty is back skating, he’s been on the ice 7-8 times 
over the past two weeks. What that means exactly for his 
timetable isn’t clear yet. 

“It’s so hard to know. I’m a pretty detailed orientated guy. I 
actually reached out to pretty much everyone that has torn 
their Achilles and came back and played.” 

He’s been talking to Panthers forward Anthony Duclair, who 
suffered the same injury earlier last summer. 

“He’s five and a half weeks ahead of me and I’m just trying to 
bounce stuff off him,” Pacioretty said. 
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Pacioretty also shared that he had a different surgical 
technique done than the other players who had the same 
injury. 

“I actually had a minimally invasive technique which is a little 
bit newer and different,” he said. 

The idea is that there’s less scar tissue with this particular 
procedure. Which may or may not lead to a quicker healing 
process. 

“Everyone says it’s a fourth to six months recovery,” 
Pacioretty said. “Two months is a big difference.” 

But he also wants to make sure he doesn’t push it too far 
and come back too quickly. He wants to be fully healed 
before he returns. Sometimes he’s his own worst enemy in 
wanting to come back too quickly. 

Pacioretty said the Hurricanes trainers have been terrific to 
deal with, and he warned them that he would try maybe to do 
too much too quickly and they have to keep him honest in 
the process. 

“To this point, it’s worked out really well,” he said. “And 
actually today I got bagged pretty good, first time skating with 
the assistant coach JD (Jeff Daniels). He worked us pretty 
good. 

“I’m just really comfortable and happy with where I’m at. That 
being said, there’s no point in doing anything stupid because 
a lot of the guys that I’ve talked to about coming back earlier, 
I think (J-G) Pageau was one, he said maybe a couple of 
extra weeks would have been better and helped you push off 
your toe a little bit more.” 

So Pacioretty’s focus is to be completely ready for the rest of 
the season and playoffs when he does return and not look 
back. 

The way the Canes see it, Pacioretty will be an in-house 
trade deadline addition, it’s not every day you get to add a 
six-time 30-goal scorer. 

Pacioretty can’t wait to make his debut and create some 
chemistry with his new linemates. 

“You see guys sometimes at the deadline have a hard time 
coming into a new team, sometimes it works, sometimes it 
doesn’t work, that’s another reason I want to do everything I 
can to get as many games in as possible, make sure I gel 
right away,” he said. 

Fitting in means working as hard as possible because that’s 
the work ethic he’s seen with his new team since training 
camp. 

“I’ve never been on a team where guys work out so hard, 
where guys skate so hard,” Pacioretty said. “Camp was just 
unbelievable. Everybody knows who that starts with, right?” 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour was a fitness freak as a player 
and that standard remains with him, setting the tone with the 
Hurricanes as a team. 

“It’s really cool,” Pacioretty said. “It’s almost a bit intimidating 
at first. I’m like, ‘These guys are really dialed in.’ And I’m a 
guy that prides myself on being fit and in shape my whole 
career but I’ve never seen a whole team of guys like that. 

“We have some big-time beasts on our team. I got to make 
sure when I come back I’m able to keep up with them.”
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NHL Power Rankings: 32 stats. One for every team 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Sean Gentille 

Thursday was American Thanksgiving, an important day on 
the NHL calendar. It’s when the season is one-quarter done 
and when the playoff race really starts becoming meaningful. 
It’s when small sample sizes become actual trends to watch. 

It’s also a day free from games on the NHL schedule, which 
gave us some extra time to dig deeper. Dom usually does 
that every two weeks with ‘16 Stats,’ but because we’re so 
thankful for you, our beloved and loyal readers, we’ve 
decided to double the fun this week. Twice as many stats! 32 
Stats! 

Every team ranked, one stat for every team. Let’s go. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 17-3-0 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

We could start with the most important stat for the league’s 
best team: odds of winning the Stanley Cup. The Bruins rank 
first at the moment at 22 percent and that shouldn’t be a 
shock for anyone who has watched them run over the league 
— with and without Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy. 

But there’s one subtle key to Boston’s dominance, one that 
started last season: splitting up The Perfection Line. That’s 
not possible without Jake DeBrusk’s emergence, which has 
allowed Boston to run two dominant lines, creating arguably 
the league’s best top six. 

DeBrusk was put on Boston’s top line in late February last 
season and since then has looked like a changed man 
offensively. In 32 games last year he scored 16 goals and 25 
points and has kept that pace up this year with 16 points in 
19 games. In 51 games on the top line, DeBrusk has 23 
goals and 41 points — a 37-goal, 66-point pace. Not bad at 
all. 

The Bruins are 17-3-0 this year, but they were also 22-9-1 in 
their final 32 games last year with DeBrusk on the top line. Is 
39-12-1 good? 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 16-4-0 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

The Devils’ 13-game win streak was snapped Wednesday 
night, so let’s marvel a bit at their numbers during that streak. 

Goals Percentage: 74.8 (1st) 
Goals For: 3.64 (1st) 
Goals Against: 1.22 (1st) 
Expected Goals Percentage: 61.5 (1st) 
Expected Goals For: 3.33 (2nd) 
Expected Goals Against: 2.09 (2nd) 
Power Play Goals: 9.61 (9th) 
Power Play Expected Goals: 9.36 (6th) 

Penalty Kill Goals Against: 7.26 (11th) 
Penalty Kill Expected Goals Against: 6.23 (5th) 

The Devils were dominant in every inch of the ice during 
every game situation. That’s very hard to do over 13 games 
and they’ve more than deserved their record. The Devils 
started the season with a 43 percent chance at making the 
playoffs. That’s above 99.5 percent now, the largest increase 
of any team. It would take an absolutely catastrophic 
collapse for this team to miss after this start — and what 
they’ve shown from this start. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 16-4-1 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

Last year, Alex Pietrangelo seemed ready to bounce back. 
It’s not that his first year in Vegas was bad, per se — it just 
wasn’t $8.8 million AAV good. The Golden Knights signed 
him to be a Norris-tier, No. 1 guy. Season No. 2 was nothing 
great either, featuring him playing huge minutes for a team 
that seemed cursed from the outset. In any case, two straight 
years of “whatever” is more than a blip on the radar, and 
certainly reason enough to stop assuming a return to form. 
That’s what Pietrangelo has done, though. He’s at a point 
per game, and Vegas is controlling better than 62 percent of 
expected goals with him on the ice. That’s tops among 
regular defensemen not on the Devils. What we’ve got here 
is a legitimately great season (so far) from a player with 
major pedigree. Sound like a Norris finalist to anyone else? 

4. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 12-5-3 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 4 

Jason Robertson is tied for the league lead in GSVA. He’s on 
a 13-game point streak and is tied for the league lead in 
goals. 

Nobody should be all that surprised by that, though, so we’re 
going to drop another set of numbers here; Jamie Benn has 
19 points in 11 games since Nov. 1 with an actual goals rate 
of 70 and an expected rate of 55. If that sticks — if Dallas 
gets legit, sustained production from Benn and Tyler Seguin 
— the Stars are going to have themselves a fun season. 

5. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 11-6-1 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

When the Avs spent three mid-round picks and about $10 
million on Alexander Georgiev after a rough season behind 
Igor Shesterkin, there were two reasons to like the deal. 
First, playing behind a Vezina winner is probably tougher 
than we realize. Second, Colorado has turned into a goalie 
haven. Lo and behold, Georgiev is holding up his end of the 
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bargain (.929 save percentage, 5.9 GSAx) and then some. 
He and Pavel Francouz have helped Colorado’s skaters 
outrun a sluggish start to their Stanley Cup defense. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 11-5-5 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 9 

The Leafs lost yet another overtime game this week with 
what might have been some of the worst puck management 
the format has ever seen — and we’ve watched a lot of 
overtime hockey to make that claim. Toronto has been a 
three-on-three disaster this year and it’s difficult to pinpoint 
which stat encapsulates the team’s struggles best. Here are 
a few. 

In seven minutes of three-on-three action so far the Leafs 
have given up four goals. They’ve only taken three shots on 
net. 

Those four goals equate to 33.3 goals against per 60, well 
above the previous league high of 18.4 and Toronto’s 
average of 7.0 over the previous six seasons. 

The same goes for the team’s expected goals against of 12.1 
per 60, again, above the previous league high of 9.3, and 
nearly double the team’s usual chances allowed of 6.4. 

The Leafs have been a bit unlucky in overtime this season, 
sure, but they have also been historically bad in the extra 
frame. It’s unlike them, but they’ve deserved their losses 
there so far. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 11-7-1 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 

At what point are we allowed to mention that Victor Hedman 
has a 47-percent expected goals rate and that his 3.45 
expected goals against per 60 is the 12th worst mark in the 
league? 

This could just be a shaky stretch for one of the best 
defensemen of all time. It could be Hedman not being 100 
percent after an injury earlier this year. It might just be having 
to carry Cal Foote around for nearly half his minutes. It might 
also be having to play tougher minutes without Ryan 
McDonagh around. 

Maybe it’s all of the above. 

In any sense, Hedman’s results so far aren’t very Hedman-
like. The Lightning are still on a 99-point pace and could 
improve further once Hedman picks up his game — but it’s 
still a worrying start to the season. 

8. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 11-6-1 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 6 

We’re at two straight weeks’ worth of compliments for the 
Jets. Since Nov. 1, they’re fourth in the league in expected 
goals percentage at 55.1 percent as they start to generate 
plenty of chances offensively and limit them the other way. 

Sure, the Wild stomped them on Wednesday night, but 
they’re in the process of answering a whole bunch of 
questions in a way that should make folks in Winnipeg very 
pleased. Elite five-on-five play behind Connor Hellebuyck? 
Yep, that’d work. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 10-6-4 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 7 

As the Hurricanes fight through a run of rough goaltending, 
it’s probably more worth noting that Jesperi Kotkaniemi has 
three points in 20 games and the worst expected goals 
percentage on the roster. When is it time to start worrying 
about that contract? Kotkaniemi is 22. This is his fifth NHL 
season. At some point, the production has to live up to the 
price. He’s been worth exactly zero wins so far this season. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 11-5-3 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 10 

Thanks in part to Martin Jones, there are Kraken skaters 
going on a PDO (on-ice shooting percentage plus save 
percentage) bender. Imagine that. At the top of the list is 
Morgan Geekie, who through 16 games, somehow, was 
above 120. The full season record is around 108. He got 
there with a 24.0 percent on-ice shooting percentage, a .985 
save percentage and personally scoring on 33 percent of his 
shots. 

11. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 10-8-2 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 13 

Why aren’t the Panthers higher in the standings? Part of it is 
that it’s been a struggle to finish chances, specifically for the 
team’s best players. 

Going into Wednesday’s date with Boston, Florida had just 
four goals combined from Aleksander Barkov, Sam Reinhart 
and Sam Bennett. The Panthers should’ve had closer 13.4. 
On the power play, Matthew Tkachuk was personally 
responsible for 4.2 expected goals to this point. He had zero, 
finally scoring his first against the Bruins. That’s 13.6 goals 
below expected — and that’s if those four finish at an 
average rate. They’re usually above. A course correction 
from the top guys could see the Panthers start climbing the 
standings closer to where they should be. 

12. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 13-8-0 
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Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 11 

Can someone get Oliver Wahlstrom some more ice time? 
His 2.74 points-per-60 at five-on-five this year comfortably 
lead the team and his 1.1 goals-per-60 are only a shade 
behind Kyle Palmieri for the team lead. Despite that, 
Wahlstrom is playing just under 11 minutes a game at five-
on-five this season. That’s ninth on the team, only ahead of 
the fourth line, and a full minute behind anyone else in the 
top nine. He’s averaging about a minute of power play time, 
too. 

Wahlstrom looks like one of the team’s better offensive 
weapons and hasn’t been a real liability defensively either. 
The Islanders would do well putting him in a bigger role. 

13. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 10-7-4 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 12 

If you read a preseason list of breakout candidates, K’Andre 
Miller was probably on it. There was plenty of reason for that. 
Miller’s skill and maturity in his first NHL season stood out. A 
22-year-old playing big minutes for a contender is rare, and it 
seemed like a given he’d build on that in Year 2. By some 
measures, that hasn’t been the case. He and Jacob Trouba 
have looked, at times, out of sorts, and they’ve been on the 
ice for a whole bunch of goals against — but neither of us is 
planning to sell our stock in Miller. He’s carrying a 54 
expected goals percentage (against a 39 percent actual 
goals rate) and, maybe more than any other Ranger, is 
getting dinged by Igor Shesterkin’s slow start. New York’s 
goalies are posting an .880 save percentage with him on the 
ice, and the skaters are shooting 5.9 percent. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 10-7-3 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 15 

Before going without a point against Calgary on Wednesday 
night, Sidney Crosby had put up 4.26 points-per-60, 11th 
among players with at last 200 minutes played. The only 
times he’s finished above 4.0 were in 2010-11, 2011-12 and 
2012-13 — the three seasons he functionally lost to 
concussion-related issues. Wrist surgery ahead of last 
season was all that kept him from hitting 100 points, so this 
shouldn’t be much of a surprise, but it’s still an impressive 
(and sustained) run for a 34-35 year old. That guy might be 
good. 

15. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 9-7-3 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 16 

Con: Jonathan Huberdeau, after a 115-point season, has 
nine in his first 16 games with Calgary. 

Pro: Thanks in part to playing lately with Mikael Backlund 
and Blake Coleman, he’s putting up some of the best 
defensive numbers of his career — a 2.16 xGA/60 would be 
the lowest of his career, and his 0.92 GA/60 leads the 
Flames. Calgary’s grand ambitions probably rest on finding a 
middle ground. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 10-5-4 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 17 

The Red Wings would be holding the “Most Improved Team” 
belt were it not for the Devils, and as The Athletic’s Max 
Bultman outlined earlier this week, their free-agent group has 
a whole lot to do with it. Detroit is in playoff position based on 
points percentage. Where David Perron and Dominik Kubalik 
particularly help is on the power play; they’ve helped a group 
that finished last season on a 7-for-58 run (12.0 percent in 
their last 21 games) move comfortably to the middle of the 
pack. 

The biggest addition continues to be Ville Husso, though. He 
showed exactly why Wednesday night with a shutout win. He 
is everything Alex Nedeljkovic wasn’t a year prior, actually 
delivering on a promising surprise season before becoming a 
Red Wing. By goals saved above expected he’s been a top 
10 goalie this season. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 11-9-2 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 15 

It feels like the Kings section here has turned into a weekly 
Gabe Vilardi party. We love a big boy who scores goals, 
don’t we, folks? The league needs more of them. 

Now, in addition to Vilardi already surpassing his career high 
in goals, which was 10, he also may have taken over as the 
league’s penalty differential king. Vilardi has drawn 13 and 
taken just one. Connor McDavid, you’re on notice. Big Gabe 
is coming for you. 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 9-8-2 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 19 

The Minnesota Wild needed that 6-1 stomping over the 
Winnipeg Jets. They needed it badly. The Wild have been 
one of the league’s most electric offensive teams over the 
past two seasons, but that hasn’t shined through much this 
season — and November has been particular unkind. 

Before the game against the Jets, the Wild were scoring just 
1.57 goals per 60 at five-on-five and 3.9 goals per 60 with 
the man advantage. Those marks ranked 30th and 32nd 
respectively and help explain Minnesota having just 18 goals 
in nine games prior to Wednesday. 
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A six-spot isn’t enough to take Minnesota out of the league’s 
offensive basement over the last month, but it could be the 
start of the team regaining its offensive mojo. With Marc-
Andre Fleury currently sidelined, they’ll need it. 

19. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 10-9-0 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

The Blues improbably went on an eight-game losing streak 
and then, just as improbably, followed that up with a seven-
game winning streak. It’s hard to figure out what exactly the 
Blues are under those circumstances, but at the very least 
we can compare notes on the two streaks. 

The Losing Streak 

Expected Goals Percentage: 46.2 (25th) 
Goals Percentage: 22.0 (31st) 
Power Play Goals: 5.9 (25th) 
Penalty Kill Goals Against: 13.4 (31st) 

The Winning Streak 

Expected Goals Percentage: 52.8 (10th) 
Goals Percentage: 70.3 (3rd) 
Power Play Goals: 9.8 (13th) 
Penalty Kill Goals Against: 9.4 (22nd) 

If you ask us, St. Louis should try doing the second thing 
more than the first thing. 

One thing we’ve stressed over the past few seasons is that 
we’d like to see the Blues control the run of play more. They 
did just that during the winning streak and continuing that is 
vital to returning to contention status. With this team’s 
shooting talent, just being above 50 percent is enough. With 
the team’s special teams still a big question mark, they’ll 
need to. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 10-10-0 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 20 

Many folks expected the Oilers to be a Cup contender this 
year after how they played under Jay Woodcroft last season, 
advancing to the third round. This season has been far from 
rosy and that’s not just because of Jack Campbell’s 
struggles. The biggest issue right now is that the team’s top 
two players are losing their matchups at five-on-five. 

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are first and second in 
points this season, on pace for 144 and 127 respectively, but 
right now they’re a perfect example of points not being the 
whole story for a player’s effectiveness. Both superstars are 
doing everything they can right now, but at five-on-five 
they’ve both been outscored this season. That can’t happen 
for a team’s top two lines, not one with playoff aspirations 
— let alone Stanley Cup aspirations. 

For McDavid, it’s a whole lot of offensive bad luck that likely 
won’t continue. Defensively, he’s regressed this season, but 
on this team his offence should be more than enough to 

make up for it. Draisaitl’s play is much more concerning. 
Defensive issues have always been his “but” when 
measuring his total value and that’s reached critical mass to 
start the season. It’s easier to overlook his defensive 
numbers when his expected goals percentage hovers close 
to 50 percent and he still outscores his opponents. This year, 
he’s at a career low 45 percent expected goals rate, which 
currently matches his actual goal rate. Draisaitl’s previous 
worst expected goals against rate was 2.92 in 2019-20. This 
year, it’s all the way up to 3.38 — and Edmonton’s goalies 
are allowing 3.77 goals against when he’s on the ice. 

It’s not good enough. A player can score all the points in the 
world, but you won’t have a contending team if they’re giving 
it all back the other way. Draisaitl and the Oilers are learning 
that the hard way. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 9-9-2 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 21 

The Predators taking on Ryan McDonagh is starting to look 
like an all-timer in terms of bad decision-making. McDonagh 
has been one of the league’s best defenders for a while, but 
he’s got some serious miles on him and it’s showing. He’s 
rocking a 43 percent expected goals rate, by far the worst 
among Nashville’s defensemen. It’s nearly three percentage 
points worse than the next worst, Jeremy Lauzon, while the 
team’s top four are above break-even. Ouch. 

22. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 9-11-0 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 23 

This is becoming a weekly space to talk about one of 
nature’s greatest wonders: Mt. Tage. Thompson continues to 
impress and is up to 26 points in 20 games, a 107-point 
pace. Perhaps even more ridiculous is his personal chance 
rate. Thompson has 94 shots and 10.5 expected goals in 20 
games, both very close to the league lead. On a per 60 
basis, Thompson is firing 15.3 shots, which is just a shade 
behind David Pastrnak this season and the most since Alex 
Ovechkin’s 17.4 in 2008-09. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 10-9-1 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 22 

Martin St. Louis took over as coach of the Canadiens on 
Feb. 9, 2022. The next day, Cole Caufield scored. In 57 
games under St. Louis, Caufield now has 34 goals and 56 
points. That’s pretty easy math on the points and puts him at 
49-goal pace overall. We’ll bump him up to 50 because he’s 
just a lil’ guy. 

24. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 8-10-3 
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Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

The Washington Capitals have a plus-14 penalty differential 
as a team this year, but they’re not taking advantage of it. 
Their special teams goal differential is only plus-one and that 
stems from an unusually weak power play that ranks 24th in 
the league with 6.7 goals-per-60. The Capitals look like 
they’re finally ready to ride off into the sunset and a failing 
power play is a big reason for that. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 6-12-1 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 25 

It was the Brady Tkachuk conundrum — for all he brings to 
the table in terms of offensive ability and intangibles, he gave 
away too much in his own end to stand, truly, as an elite 
player. This season? Things have changed. Tkachuk’s 4.14 
xGF/60 is second in the league behind only his brother. The 
box-score results are there, too. He’s over a point per game. 
That kind of production makes Tkachuk’s defensive game 
much, much less of an issue. It also makes him a star, no 
questions asked. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 29 
Record: 7-10-3 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 27 

If you’re looking for one big reason the Canucks’ season 
careened off the seawall as soon as it began, you’re 
probably not going to find it. A failure this drastic takes the 
efforts of many. One change from the past, though, is that 
Thatcher Demko hasn’t been able to play the eraser. He’s 
got an .883 save percentage, which is self-evidently bad — 
but his GSAx of minus-9.18 is 67th in the league. Just two 
goalies (Alex Nedeljkovic and Elvis Merzlikins) have been 
worse, and Demko himself was better by a net of 16-17 in 
each of the last two seasons. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 28 
Record:7-12-3 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 28 

Timo Meier went nine games before scoring his first goal of 
the season, but once he got one he hasn’t looked back. 
Meier is on a goal-scoring tear that was capped with a hat 
trick on Wednesday against Seattle. That gives him 12 goals 
on the year and 12 in his last 13 games. That’s good for 
eighth in the league thanks to an absurd shot rate of over 
five per game. He’s putting tons of rubber on net and it’s 
working wonders for him. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 7-8-5 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 26 

Since Oct. 29, the Flyers have gone 2-6-5. In that stretch, 
they’ve allowed less than 30 shots and won the expected-
goals battle three times. Carter Hart has a GSAx of 5.35, 
sixth best in the league. If he reverts back to the guy we’ve 
seen the last couple seasons, look out. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 7-9-2 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 29 

Against all odds, the Coyotes have the ninth-best power play 
at 8.7 goals per 60. The Coyotes! Ninth! 

The main culprit for that isn’t even Clayton Keller, the team’s 
one actually decent player — it’s thanks to a second unit 
featuring Dylan Guenther, Mattias Maccelli and Juuso 
Valimaki. The trio have played 28 minutes together on the 
power play and in that time have been on the ice for an 
astonishing 12.6 goals per 60. For context, McDavid and 
Draisaitl were at 10.9 last season. 

It’s a hot start, but there’s a reason they’re on the second 
unit, on the Coyotes no less. Despite scoring a lot, the trio 
aren’t actually generating a lot of chances together and only 
have an expected goals rate of 5.3 per 60. They’ll come back 
down to earth shortly. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 27 
Record: 6-10-3 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 30 

Good news for Chicago? They’re probably not going to have 
to worry about a botched tank job all that much longer, given 
November’s 35 percent expected and 25 percent actual 
goals rates. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 6-9-1 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 31 

From month to month, the Blue Jackets have had an 
incredible glow up on the power play. In November, the team 
has fired 11.3 expected goals per 60 at the net, the second 
best rate in the league, and have been rewarded for it with 
12.5 goals per 60, the third-best mark in the league. That’s a 
huge turnaround from the opening month where Columbus 
was 29th in expected goals per 60 (6.1) and 32nd in actual 
goals (1.4). 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 6-13-1 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

It feels like we’re doomed to shoot for new, creative ways to 
convey just how bad at everything the Ducks have been this 
season. Last week, they were last (or close to it) in all your 
favorite categories. Nothing has changed. Well, they did 
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finally win in regulation. How about this one, though: 
Anaheim has the worst penalty kill in the league, partially due 
to its passivity — Anaheim’s 0.25 xGF/60 is ahead of only 

the Sharks, who at least limit chances and goals more 
effectively. Not our Ducks, though.

 

 

 

Category 5: Hurricanes sign Pyotr Kochetkov to an extension 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes added to their core 
Wednesday, inking goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to a contract 
extension. Carolina hosts the Coyotes on Wednesday, then 
play a matinee in Boston Friday before the Flames visit on 
Saturday. The Hurricanes then hit the road for six in a row, 
finally returning to PNC Arena on Dec. 15 against Seattle. 

1. Despite having just 11 games of NHL experience, the 
Hurricanes gave Kochetkov a four-year extension worth $2 
million annually, a low-risk, high-reward bet that the 23-year-
old is Carolina’s goalie of the future. 

“He’s shown obviously, the little that he has been here, that 
he can play,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said when 
asked about the extension. 

Since his first promotion to the NHL in late April, Kochetkov 
is 5-0-2 with a .909 save percentage and 2.16 goals-against 
average in regular season play. Thrown into the playoffs last 
season, he started one game in four appearances and 
posted a 1-2-0 record. 

It’s a smart play for Carolina. The deal buys one UFA year 
from Kochetkov, and if becomes their No. 1 goalie, it’s a 
huge win. If he’s more of a backup, the money is also fair. If, 
for whatever reason, he flames out, it would be easy to bury 
much of his cap hit in the minors or buy him out. 

The hope is he’ll become the top guy. 

“He’s growing into, obviously, a solid goaltender,” captain 
Jordan Staal said Wednesday when I surprised him with the 
news of Kochetkov’s extension. “I think he’s been really good 
ever since he came over. He’s putting in the work and he’s 
done all the things to get where he is and, obviously, he’s a 
really good goaltender. So we’re happy to have him on 
board.” 

Like they did last April, Kochetkov and Andrei Svechnikov‚ 
his de facto translator, teamed up for a quick press 
availability after Wednesday’s practice. 

“He couldn’t believe it at first, and he still couldn’t believe it,” 
Svechnikov said, relaying Kochetkov’s thoughts on his new 
deal. “But he said (he knew) it’s gonna come and he’s very 
happy.” 

Part of that could be Kochetkov’s new representation. Just 
after 3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, agent Dan Milstein tweeted that 
Kochetkov had signed with Gold Star Hockey, meaning he 
left CAA’s J.P. Barry. 

By the end of the day, Kochetkov had agreed to his new 
deal, which was officially announced just 20 hours after the 
tweet about his move to Gold Star. 

Brind’Amour also offered a tongue-in-cheek assessment of 
how the deal got done. 

“He wouldn’t have signed a four-year deal,” Brind’Amour said 
with a smirk, “if he wasn’t popular with the coach. … I feel 
pretty confident that we’ve got a good one there.” 

The signing also came just nine days after Kochetkov posted 
his first career NHL shutout, a 3-0 win in Chicago on Nov. 
14. 

“He said that’s probably why they signed him, after that 
shutout,” Kochetkov said via Svechnikov. “He said it’s a big 
game for him because he doesn’t play lots of shutout games, 
and he’s looking forward to having them more.” 

With Frederick Andersen injured (more on that below), 
Kochetkov could be around for a while. 

“It’s been a big step for him playing here. … He said he feels 
more confident and he gonna only get better and better,” 
Svechnikov relayed. 

Lastly, I asked — as I did when Svechnikov signed his big 
contract extension — if Kochetkov had any big purchases 
planned as a present for himself. 

“He’s gotta cover the mortgage.” 

2. Andersen was sighted briefly near the Hurricanes’ locker 
room on Wednesday, though the brief glimpse didn’t provide 
any insight into his ailment. 

Brind’Amour did say after the morning skate that Andersen 
has not been back on the ice. 

“That’s obviously a big concern for us,” the coach said. 
“That’s your guy there, and he’s not able to play. But until 
he’s lacing them up and out there practicing, I don’t really 
have an update.” 

Brind’Amour did say Andersen is improving. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 25, 2022 

 

“I didn’t think it was gonna take this long, but I know he’s 
feeling better,” he said. “I talked to him the other day, it’s just 
that he’s not out there.” 

3. Carolina has been in a scoring funk, having managed just 
18 goals in its last eight games. That might not sound all that 
bad on the surface, but 10 of those goals came from a 
seven-goal game against Edmonton and the three the 
Hurricanes scored with an extra attacker in their comeback in 
Winnipeg. 

Plainly put, Carolina needs to score more. Can the 
Hurricanes build off the three goals they scored in Winnipeg 
that miraculously erased a three-goal deficit and earned 
them a point in the standings? 

“Sure. You can take anything you want out of any game and 
kind of focus on it if you want,” Brind’Amour said. “We always 
generally, good or bad, kind of move on. But you certainly 
love the way we just kept playing. I mean, that’s certainly a 
positive.” 

Staal echoed that assessment. 

“I mean, it doesn’t hurt it,” he said of the flurry of goals in the 
Winnipeg game. “We obviously battled hard at the end. I 
don’t think I’ve ever really seen three empty-net goals, so it 
was pretty cool and fun to be part of. 

“But I think we definitely have to clear up some things and 
find a little better game, more consistent, and not give up too 
many freebies and have better special teams and all those 
things. So we’ve got lots to improve on, but we’ll try to kind of 
build off that momentum we had at the end of the last game.” 

4. The Hurricanes rarely practice their power play during a 
morning skate, but they did so on Wednesday. 

They need to: Carolina is 30th in the league at 14.3% and 
hasn’t scored in its last five games. When you’re 1-1-3 in 
those games, a couple of goals on the power play can make 
a huge difference in the standings. 

“It’s always a concern,” Brind’Amour said of the power play. 
“It alleviates a lot of stress in your game if your power play is 
going, which obviously lately, or the last few games for sure, 
it hasn’t looked very good. 

“But we didn’t get a lot of opportunities the other night. When 
you’re not practicing, the way the schedule is, you gotta try to 
fit stuff in when you can.” 

5. Another statistical eye sore is the point production of 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

The 22-year-old center is in the first year of an eight-year, 
$38.56 million contract. He was signed to that deal with the 
expectation he would replace Vincent Trocheck as the 
team’s No. 2 center. 

So far, he was one goal and two assists in 19 games. Put in 
perspective, only six forwards this season have played more 
than 250 minutes and had three or fewer points, according to 
Hockey-Reference.com. Kotkaniemi is one of them, as is 
Coyotes center Barrett Hayton — who selected two picks 
third overall selection Kotkaniemi in the 2018 draft and will 
play against Carolina on Wednesday. 

“I think, obviously, it’s been a hiccup there,” Brind’Amour said 
of Kotkaniemi. “I mean, we need production out of it. I don’t 
think he’s played poorly, I just think he hasn’t contributed on 
the offense side of things. That’s an area that, if you’re in that 
opportunity, you have to make good on and you gotta put up 
points there.” 

Brind’Amour hinted that if things don’t turn around soon, 
Kotkaniemi could be shuffled down the lineup. 

“I know the ability is there,” Brind’Amour added. “And again, 
we’re gonna stop saying it eventually that he’s a young kid, 
but he is a young kid. And so you’ve got to just maybe 
change his outlook a little bit, maybe back it off a little, I don’t 
know. There’s things we can try to do, but he’s going to be 
the guy, so we’ve got to make it work.”
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Frustration mounts as Hurricanes suffer shutout loss to Coyotes 

Carolina's power play drought has hit six games 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — If you want to understand the Hurricanes’ 
November funk, one needs to look no further than the first 
period of Wednesday’s game at PNC Arena. 

Carolina held a 21-4 shot attempt advantage at even 
strength. The Hurricanes’ power play had 4:40 of man-
advantage time, including 81 seconds of a 5-on-3 and an 
open-net opportunity for the NHL’s fourth-leading goal 
scorer. When the buzzer sounded after 20 minutes, Carolina 
had 14 shots on goal to Arizona’s one. 

Score after one: 1-0 Coyotes. 

Nick Schmaltz’s breakaway goal on Arizona’s lone shot of 
the first period, 66 seconds into the game, was all the 
Coyotes needed in what ended up a 4-0 win for the road 
team in front of a crowd of 18,775 made up of mostly sour 
Hurricanes fans. 

It’s arguably the toughest stretch of Rod Brind’Amour’s five 
years as coach. The Hurricanes have scored 18 goals while 
posting a 2-4-3 record in their last nine games. Seven of 
those goals came in a win over Edmonton and three more 
with an extra attacker at the end of the game in Winnipeg. 
The power play has scored twice in that stretch, and not 
since Nov. 10 — now a six-game drought. 

“It’s been not-so-good hockey, obviously,” said captain 
Jordan Staal, who uncharacteristically lost a puck battle in 
front of the Carolina net on Arizona’s third goal. “It’s 
frustrating. The puck’s not going in, we find little ways to beat 
ourselves. 

“We’re making it a little bit harder on ourselves than we need 
to be. I think there’s a lot to improve on and a lot to get 
better, and it’s gonna have to start soon.” 

Staal and linemates Jesper Fast and Jordan Martinook have 
all gone four games without a point. Jack Drury has none in 
seven games since being recalled. Jesper Kotkaniemi and 
Paul Stastny are at nine games. Derek Stepan hasn’t found 
the score sheet since opening night, running his drought to 
18 games. 

Frustration is clearly mounting in the Hurricanes’ locker room 
over the team’s scoring woes. 

“It’s frustrating how many games we’ve been doing that,” 
forward Andrei Svechnikov said. “Just frustrated, obviously, 
but we’ve just got to stay focused and stay positive. We 

know how good we are as a team. We’ve just gotta find our 
game.” 

It was Svechnikov, he of 13 goals this season, who missed 
the open net opportunity in the first period that would have 
tied the game and ended Carolina’s power play drought. The 
shot went wide, and Svechnikov slammed his stick against 
the ice in disgust. 

“I don’t know, it happens sometimes,” Svechnikov said. 

That seems to be Brind’Amour’s assessment as well. The 
coach compared the team’s recent funk to the one it had 
early in his coaching tenure. After going 4-0-1 to start the 
2018-19 season, Carolina went 2-7-1 in their next 10, scoring 
just 18 goals despite outshooting its opponents in every 
game. The power play scored in just three of those games. 

The tides eventually turned, and Brind’Amour thinks they will 
again. 

“It’s not from a lack of chances, which is the good part,” 
Brind’Amour said of the team’s recent slide. “We can go in 
there and show all the Grade-A chances we had. You should 
score at least three of those and it’s a different game. … 
They’re there, you’ve just got to cash in.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov had cashed in earlier in the day when his 
new four-year, $8 million contract extension was made 
official. Then he was the surprise starter after Antti Raanta 
aggravated something during the morning skate. 

After allowing a goal on the only shot he faced in the first 20 
minutes, Kochetkov stood tall the rest of the way. 

His save in the second period on Travis Boyd, a desperate 
sprawling stick save to keep it a one-goal game, is a 
candidate for save of the year. 

He then made four more big saves on Arizona’s power play 
at the start of the third period, but the Coyotes’ Lawson 
Crouse scored on a rebound four seconds after Svechnikov 
left the box to make it a 2-0 lead. 

Arizona scored once more before tacking on an empty-net 
goal. 

It pushed Carolina’s winless drought to four games. 

While Carolina needs to find goal-scoring from somewhere 
— anywhere — Brind’Amour was fine with his team finding 
something else out of its current conundrum. 

“Frustration turning into anger, I’m OK with that,” he said. 
“Let’s get a little angry on some of these. I hope that is what 
happens.” 
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Recap: Canes Held Scoreless By Coyotes 

Karel Vejmelka stops 36 for Arizona 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes were shut out by 
the Arizona Coyotes Wednesday night, 4-0.  

Three Things 

Going Through It Offensively 

For just the second time this season Carolina was held 
without a goal. 

While shot attempts after 20 minutes of play were 37-4* in 
favor of the home team, the Coyotes and their one shot on 
goal held a 1-0 lead. 

It turns out that it was all the offense they would need, with 
backstop Karel Vejmelka turning aside all 36 shots faced for 
his team. 

The Canes have now scored just 13 goals at five-on-five in 
their last eight games. 

(*info via NaturalStatTrick.com) 

Power Play Woes 

In addition to their struggles at even strength, Carolina went 
0/4 on the man advantage. 

It was the sixth consecutive game that the team was blanked 
on the power play, stretching their current run to 0-for-20. 

The team is now operating at a 13.5% success rate on the 
season, ranking 31st in the NHL only behind Anaheim's 
13.2%. 

Koochie's Big Stop 

The highlight of the evening for Carolina came by way of a 
potential save of the year from Pyotr Kochetkov. 

On the same day that he inked a four-year, $8 million 
contract extension with the team, the 23-year-old Russian 
used every inch of his stick to deny Travis Boyd of what 
looked like a sure-fire goal. 

It was one of Kochetkov's 24 stops on the night, coming en 
route to his first NHL regulation loss. 

Bonus Notes 

 Goaltender Antti Raanta was supposed to start for 
the club, but at morning skate Rod Brind'Amour 
said he got "nicked up", forcing Kochetkov to play a 
third straight game. It is the first time all season any 
netminder has played three in a row for the team. 

 Seth Jarvis led the way with five shots for the 
Canes. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour expressing his frustrations with the power 
play, post-game... 

"That's the difference too. If your power play is going you can 
weather the storm when you're not scoring at five-on-five. It's 
been really frustrating. We had an empty net in the first. If we 
score there, we're not talking about the power play. Then we 
made some bad decisions in the second and third power 
play. We're not executing. They just fired their one at the net, 
got their bounce and that's their power play goal. Sometimes 
you have to get greasy and ugly goals and we're not getting 
those." 

Jordan Staal giving his feelings to the media... 

"It's frustrating. The puck's not going in. We're finding little 
ways to beat ourselves. We're making it harder on ourselves 
than we need to be. I think there's a lot to improve on and a 
lot to get better at. It's going to have to start soon." 

Andrei Svechnikov providing his thoughts on the game and 
where the team feels they are at amid their current 0-3-1 
stretch... 

"I thought we came out ready. We played the first period 
pretty good. After that we just went down, you know? We've 
been doing that for a while now. We just have to wake up or 
something." 

What's Next?  

The team will travel to Boston Thursday night ahead of a 
Friday afternoon 1 p.m. contest against the Bruins. They'll 
then return home to take on the Calgary Flames Saturday at 
4 p.m.
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Preview: November 25 at Boston 

Canes in search of offense as they meet the Atlantic 
Division's best 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes open another 
back-to-back set of games with a Friday afternoon matinee 
against the Boston Bruins. 

When: Friday, November 25 

Puck Drop: 1 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 10-6-4 (24 Points, T-3rd, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-0 Loss to the Arizona Coyotes on 
Wednesday, November 23 

Bruins Record: 17-3-0 (34 Points, 1st, Atlantic Division) 

Bruins Last Game: 5-2 Loss to the Florida Panthers on 
Wednesday, November 23 

NEWS & NOTES: 

Last Time Out: The Canes struggles in the goal-scoring 
department added another chapter on Wednesday night 
when the Arizona Coyotes held them off the scoreboard. 
Carolina outshot their opposition 11-1 in the first period, but it 
was the 'Yotes that held a 1-0 advantage. It was the start of 
what would become a 36-save shutout for Karel Vejmelka, 
who now has a .944 save percentage (SV%) in three career 
games against Carolina. The lone highlight of the night for 
the home team came via a candidate for Save of the Year by 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Going Through A Tough Stretch: Since the team's 7-2 victory 
over the Edmonton Oilers on Thursday, November 11 at 
PNC Arena, the Canes have scored a league-low 10 goals. 
The team is 1-2-3 during the run, with their lone win coming 
over the Chicago Blackhawks last Monday. 

Searching For The Power: A glaring issue during the team's 
skid is their power play, which is 0-for-20 since the win 
against Edmonton. Their success has dropped to just 13.5% 
on the season, placing them 30th in the league. 

It's Not All Bad Though: One of the many elements of 
frustration during the Canes recent skid is that they have 
done an adequate job of keeping the puck out of their net. 
During the same aforementioned six-game stretch they've 
allowed just 10 goals against at five-on-five. In total, they've 
given up just 17. Only 10 teams in the league have allowed 
fewer over the course of that timeframe. 

In Net: Pyotr Kochetkov's start on Wednesday came in a last 
minute turn of events after Antti Raanta "got nicked up" at 
Wednesday's morning skate. Raanta was scheduled to have 
the net for Carolina after Kochetkov had played the previous 
two games for Carolina, however, he was instead the backup 
for the contest. Kochetkov became the first goaltender to 
start three consecutive games for Rod Brind'Amour's club 
due to the injury, but in a sign of good news, Raanta was 
able to practice with the team on Thursday. 

Injury Report: Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. Goaltender Frederik Andersen 
(lower-body injury) was placed on injured reserve November 
10, retroactive to November 6. Forward Teuvo Teravainen 
(upper-body injury) was placed on injured reserve November 
11, retroactive to November 10. Teravainen and Max 
Pacioretty, who tore his Achilles in August, have been 
skating together recently though. 

On The Other Side: The Bruins have had an exceptional 
start to the season, despite not having Brad Marchand and 
Charlie McAvoy for a portion of it. Star forward David 
Pastrnak has been fantastic with a staggering 30 points in 20 
games. Netminder Linus Ullmark posts a record of 13-1 with 
a league-best .935 save percentage among all qualifying 
goalies. Their special teams have been outstanding, with the 
NHL's third-best power play (30.3%) and the second-best 
penalty kill (85.7%). They also average a league-best 4.05 
goals-per-game and a league-low 2.25 goals-allowed-per-
game. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
black uniforms because Boston will be wearing their white 
Reverse Retro sweaters. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN: 

The team will travel back to Raleigh immediately post-game 
to prepare for a Saturday afternoon showdown at PNC Arena 
against the Calgary Flames.
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Kochetkov signs four-year, $8 million contract with Hurricanes 

Goalie is 5-0-2 in seven NHL games, could have become 
restricted free agent after season 

Pyotr Kochetkov signed a four-year, $8 million contract with 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. It has an average 
annual value of $2 million. 

The 23-year-old goalie is 2-0-2 with a 2.00 goals-against 
average, .914 save percentage and one shutout this season. 
He could have become a restricted free agent after the 
season. 

"He said it's a big step in his life and he's very happy about 
that, and he thanks Carolina for the trust," Kochetkov said 
through translation by Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov. "He couldn't believe it at first and he still can't 
believe it. He said it is a big step for him, playing here, and 
he feels more confident and he's only going to get better and 
better." 

Kochetkov made his NHL debut last season when 
goalie Frederik Andersen was out with an injury. He was 3-0-
0, allowing six goals on 61 shots (2.42 GAA, .902 save 
percentage) and at 5-0-2 for his career, he became the 13th 
goalie in NHL history to help his team earn at least one point 
in each of his first seven games. 

"He's shown in the little time that he's been here that he can 
play," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "(It's) the 
whole makeup of the player, his personality, his willingness 

to work hard and obviously his ability. Goaltending, we know, 
is so important, so it's nice to have him in the mix." 

Last season, Kochetkov was 13-1-1 during the regular 
season for Chicago of the AHL and helped them win the 
Calder Cup when he was 5-1 with a 1.65 GAA and .950 save 
percentage in six playoff games. 

"Pyotr has been extremely solid for both Carolina and 
Chicago (of the American Hockey League) since coming to 
North America last season," Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell said. "We believe he has a bright future in our 
crease, and we're excited to watch him as he continues to 
grow as a person and player." 

Carolina selected Kochetkov in the second round (No. 36) of 
the 2019 NHL Draft. He got his first NHL shutout Nov. 14, 
when he made 27 saves in a 3-0 win against the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

Andersen (5-3-0, 2.72 GAA, .891 save percentage) is 
currently out with an undisclosed injury. Antti Raanta is 3-2-2 
with a 2.53 GAA and .902 save percentage. 

Kochetkov started for the fifth time in seven games for the 
Hurricanes (10-5-4) when they hosted the Arizona Coyotes 
on Wednesday. 

"It's not just about the ability," Brind'Amour said. "You've 
really got to get a feel that this kid's going to want to be that 
player. I feel pretty confident we've got a good one here."
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Vejmelka makes 36 saves, Coyotes shut out Hurricanes 

Crouse scores twice for Arizona; Carolina has lost four 
straight 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Karel Vejmelka made 36 saves, and the 
Arizona Coyotes defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 4-0 at 
PNC Arena on Wednesday. 

Vejmelka's shutout was his second this season and third in 
the NHL. 

"It feels better and better every game, especially if they're 
shutouts," Vejmelka said. "It's always better to get more 
shots. I just focused on every shot. We did a really good job 
on the rebounds. We played really good defensively." 

Lawson Crouse scored twice, and Dylan Guenther and 
Shayne Gostisbehere each had two assists for the Coyotes 
(7-9-2), who had lost four in a row and are 4-3-1 on a 14-
game road stretch. 

"We played with a desperation," Arizona coach Andre 
Tourigny said. "We took pride in our defense, and that paid 
off I think. Not saying that was an easy shutout, I don't mean 
that at all. [Vejmelka] was unbelievable. He had a team in 
front of him with an urgency to defend. That was cool to 
see." 

Pyotr Kochetkov, who got the start after coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said Antti Raanta "tweaked" something, made 
23 saves for the Hurricanes (10-6-4), who have lost four 
straight (0-1-3). 

"At some point we've got to have some emotion and get 
going and really start pushing each other," Carolina captain 
Jordan Staal said. "Something's got to change. We kind of 
felt like the puck wasn't going in, and we kind of just slowly 
faded away." 

Nick Schmaltz gave Arizona a 1-0 lead on its only shot of the 
first period, scoring off the rush with a wrist shot from the left 
face-off circle at 1:06. 

The Hurricanes finished the period with a 14-1 advantage in 
shots and also had eight attempts miss the net. 

"We gave up one shot through [20] minutes. That's pretty 
good, but (we) don't score," Brind'Amour said. "You have to 
come away with something when you do that because 
they're going to come back and play. We've got to find a way 
to cash in when we have the empty nets. It's too hard to 
score in this league." 

Jordan Martinook had a chance to tie it at 10:35 of the 
second period, but Vejmelka made a left-pad save before 
also stopping the forward's rebound attempt. 

Kochetkov then made a highlight-reel save to keep it a one-
goal game at 18:54, reaching back with his stick along the 
goal line to deny a one-timer from Travis Boyd off a cross-
crease pass from Gostisbehere. 

However, Crouse extended the lead to 2-0 at 1:52 of the 
third period when J.J. Moser's point shot hit Guenther in front 
and caromed to Crouse for a backhand. 

Nick Bjugstad scored on a rebound in front at 9:14 to make it 
3-0, and Crouse shot into an empty net at 17:53 for the 4-0 
final. 

"We started playing more to our identity in the second 
period," Crouse said. "They're always sending it around, 
getting it to the [defense], quick shots. We talked about what 
we had to clean up and went out there and did our best. 
Obviously, in the third, it paid off for us." 

NOTES: Tourigny coached his 100th NHL game (32-59-9). 
… Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun, who made his 
season debut in a 4-3 shootout loss to the Nashville 
Predators on Monday, had the secondary assist on Crouse's 
empty-net goal. ... Schmaltz's goal was his first this season. 
He returned Monday after missing 15 games with an upper-
body injury. ... Carolina was 0-for-4 on the power play and is 
0-for-20 in its past six games. ... Kochetkov, who lost in 
regulation for the first time in eight NHL games (seven 
starts), signed a four-year, $8 million contract earlier 
Wednesday. It has an average annual value of $2 million. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 25, 2022 

 

Super 16: Blues, Red Wings, Penguins celebrate return to power rankings 

Top three remains unchanged, Avalanche climb to No. 4 

Happy Thanksgiving to the Boston Bruins, who once again 
are No. 1 in NHL.com's Super 16 power rankings. 

The Bruins are in the top spot for second straight week and 
third time in the past four weeks. 

It's also a happy turkey day for the St. Louis Blues, who are 
back in the Super 16 at No. 12 after dropping out three 
weeks ago in the middle of their eight-game losing streak. 
And the same for the Detroit Red Wings and Pittsburgh 
Penguins, each of whom has done enough in the eyes of the 
voters to get back in. 

Hopefully the Florida Panthers still have a fine Thanksgiving 
meal and don't think about the fact that they have dropped 
out of the Super 16 after slotting in at No. 11 last week. 

Here's hoping the same for the Calgary Flames and 
Edmonton Oilers as the two Alberta-based teams are out this 
week. 

As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total is assigned to 
each, with the team selected first given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 

This week, in addition to the rankings, the contributing staff 
members have offered their thoughts as to what each team 
in the Super 16 should be thankful for. 

Here is the Super 16, with those thoughts from the staff 
members, whose individual rankings are below: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (17-3-0) 

Total points: 205 

Last week: No. 1 

"Well, this is easy: Patrice Bergeron and David Krejci. When 
last season ended, the Bruins were staring down the 
possibility of a rebuild and were talking about the potential 
next phase of the franchise. And then came Aug. 8, and two 
crucial decisions were made: Bergeron signed a one-year 
contract to return for another season. And Krejci, who spent 
a season away from the NHL playing in his native Czech 
Republic, did the same. Without those two centers the Bruins 
were looking iffy. With them, they're world beaters. It's a lot 
to be thankful for, for both the Bruins and the fans who get to 
watch them." -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

2. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (16-4-0) 

Total points: 193 

Last week: No. 2 

"The Devils should give thanks to their great fans. A sellout 
crowd gave the team a standing ovation as the seconds 
counted down in a 5-2 win against the Edmonton Oilers on 
Monday that enabled the club to match a franchise record 
with its 13th straight victory. As coach Lindy Ruff observed, 
Devils fans not only are reacting to goals and big saves, but 
also game-changing plays and moments during the course of 
each game, which has played a big role in motivating the 

home team. The fans also should be commended for their 
apology to Ruff on Nov. 12, when they began chanting 
'Sorry, Lindy' in the third period of an eventual 4-2 win 
against the Arizona Coyotes. This came almost a month after 
fans began chanting 'Fire Lindy' during the third period of a 
5-2 loss to the Detroit Red Wings in the home opener. Make 
no mistake, Devils fans appreciate when hard work enables 
them to celebrate a huge win, and players and coaches love 
it." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

3. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (16-4-1) 

Total points: 180 

Last week: No. 3 

"The Golden Knights have a lot to be thankful for through the 
first quarter of the season. I could mention the play of goalies 
Logan Thompson and Adin Hill, who have been stabilizers in 
the wake of Robin Lehner's season-ending hip surgery. I 
could mention center Jack Eichel and his production, proving 
he's all the way back from neck surgery he had a little over a 
year ago. There's forward Chandler Stephenson, who 
continues to put up numbers and can play just about 
anywhere in the lineup. Don't forget the offense they're 
getting from defensemen Alex Pietrangelo and Shea 
Theodore. But first on the Golden Knights' list to be thankful 
for is health. They have it. They were besieged by injuries 
last season and missed the Stanley Cup Playoffs. They had 
17 skaters play in at least 18 of their 21 games. Stay healthy, 
and they're a shoo-in for the playoffs this season." -- Dan 
Rosen, senior writer 

4. COLORADO AVALANCHE (11-6-1) 

Total points: 152 

Last week: No. 7 

"What do the Stanley Cup champions have to be thankful 
for? Where should we start? How about center Nathan 
MacKinnon, the perennial Hart Trophy finalist who continues 
to lead this team and pile up the points? Or maybe Cale 
Makar, who became the fastest defenseman in NHL history 
to reach 200 points (195 games)? Or Alexandar Georgiev, 
who was acquired in a trade with the New York Rangers 
during the offseason and has had no trouble fitting in as the 
No. 1 goalie? Colorado hasn't had a Cup hangover and has 
succeeded despite two of its top forwards, Gabriel 
Landeskog (knee) and Valeri Nichushkin (ankle), being out 
with injuries." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

5. CAROLINA HURRICANES (10-6-4) 

Total points: 150 

Last week: No. 4 

"The Hurricanes have struggled a little with consistency 
since their 8-2-1 start, and they're 1-4 in games decided in 
overtime. But they had plenty to be thankful for through their 
first 20 games. Carolina remains one of the top teams in the 
Eastern Conference, have two of the most underrated 
players in the NHL in forward Sebastian Aho and 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, and have perhaps the best 
coach in the League in Rod Brind'Amour. Defenseman Brent 
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Burns has fit seamlessly after being acquired in an offseason 
trade with the San Jose Sharks, and the Hurricanes' 
goaltending depth has been a blessing. With Frederik 
Andersen out since Nov. 6 because of a lower-body injury, 
Pyotr Kochetkov has filled in well since being called up from 
Chicago of the American Hockey League." -- Tom Gulitti, 
staff writer 

6. DALLAS STARS (12-5-3) 

Total points: 143 

Last week: No. 8 

"The Stars have two key things to be thankful for. Jason 
Robertson picked up where he left off last season despite the 
forward missing most of training camp while waiting to get 
his contract completed. Same for goaltender Jake Oettinger, 
although his contract was set before camp. In both cases, 
they've been outstanding. Robertson has continued to bring 
consistent offense, averaging 1.55 points per game. 
Oettinger, who almost got the Stars to the Western 
Conference Second Round last season, once again has 
been consistent in goal. If the Stars were going to compete in 
the Central Division they would need their young players to 
lead them. They are." -- Tracey Myers, staff writer 

7. WINNIPEG JETS (11-6-1) 

Total points: 120 

Last week: No. 6 

"The Jets have had a fantastic turnaround under coach Rick 
Bowness, but what they should be most thankful for is that 
goalie Connor Hellebuyck remains elite at his position. He's 
8-5-1 with two shutouts in 14 games and has a .928 save 
percentage and a 2.35 goals-against average. "[Hellebuyck] 
gives us the confidence that we can do our job in front of him 
and play the right way and he'll do his thing every night to 
give us a chance to win," teammate Josh Morrissey said 
recently. If the Jets return to the Stanley Cup Playoffs after 
missing them last season, they'll likely have Hellebuyck to 
thank." -- Adam Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

8. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (11-5-5) 

Total points: 111 

Last week: No. 9 

"The Maple Leafs should be thankful that their captain, 
forward John Tavares, took matters into his own hands when 
the pressure cooker was heating up dangerously in Toronto. 
His hat trick in a 5-2 home win against the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Nov. 2 ended a four-game skid (0-2-2) and helped 
turns things around. The Maple Leafs have been better in 
November and Tavares has been arguably the most 
important factor in their success." -- Robert Laflamme, 
LNH.com senior writer 

9. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (13-8-0) 

Total points: 98 

Last week: No. 5 

"I think the Islanders have to be thankful for their character, 
which has allowed them to have ability to win games despite 

slow starts. They allowed the first goal in 12 of their first 20 
games but managed to rally and win five of them (5-7-0). It's 
a trend they need to slow moving forward, but there's no 
shortage of leaders in their locker room. It's a huge reason 
they've been able to stay in games." -- Brian Compton, 
managing editor 

10. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (11-7-1) 

Total points: 96 

Last week: No. 10 

"Although the Lightning have gone through some early 
season ups and downs, they can be thankful that most of the 
core from their run of three consecutive Stanley Cup Final 
appearances remains intact. This group has played a lot of 
games the past three seasons, winning the Cup in 2020 and 
2021 before losing to the Avalanche in the Final last season. 
But Tampa Bay still has one of the best goalies in the NHL in 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, one of the League's best defensemen in 
Victor Hedman and skilled forwards such as Nikita Kucherov, 
Brayden Point and Steven Stamkos, its captain and one of 
the League's best leaders. After defenseman Ryan 
McDonagh was traded to the Nashville Predators in the 
offseason, defenseman Mikhail Sergachev has thrived in a 
bigger role. With coach Jon Cooper knowing how to push all 
the right buttons, you can expect the Lightning to be ready to 
make another run by the time the playoffs begin." -- Gulitti 

11. SEATTLE KRAKEN (11-5-3) 

Total points: 69 

Last week: No. 13 

"The Kraken can be thankful for three key additions: goalie 
Martin Jones and forward Andre Burakovsky, each of whom 
signed as an unrestricted free agent July 13, and forward 
Matty Beniers, the No. 2 pick of the 2021 NHL Draft. Each 
has made a significant impact for an expansion team that 
has a shot to make the Stanley Cup Playoffs in its second 
season. Jones has steadied the goaltending. Burakovsky 
has been as advertised after winning the Cup with the 
Colorado Avalanche last season and the Washington 
Capitals in 2018. Beniers is a candidate for the Calder 
Trophy as NHL rookie of the year." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, 
columnist 

12. ST. LOUIS BLUES (10-9-0) 

Total points: 68 

Last week: Unranked 

"I think the Blues have to be thankful for the patience shown 
by coach Craig Berube and general manager Doug 
Armstrong. The Blues looked like a dead team during their 
eight-game losing streak. It looked like their work ethic was 
gone and their goaltending had betrayed them. But hindsight 
being what it is, we now know that it was just a bad stretch of 
hockey and not indicative of the type of team this is. Berube 
never flew off the handle, never exploded or tried to blow up 
what he knows can work. He tinkered and adjusted, but he 
remained steadfast in his belief in the group. So did 
Armstrong, who easily could have fired Berube or made 
hasty roster moves. Their patience paid off as the Blues are 
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back in the playoff race, back above .500 and proving once 
again their championship pedigree." -- Rosen 

13. NEW YORK RANGERS (10-7-4) 

Total points: 60 

Last week: No. 15 

"Though turkey will be on dinner tables across the United 
States on Thursday, the Rangers are thankful for 'terkin,' as 
in goalie Igor Shesterkin. The reigning Vezina Trophy winner 
is a big reason why the Rangers are in almost every game 
he plays despite averaging 3.05 goals per game. Need 
proof? In games he starts the Ranges are 10-2-3, and when 
he doesn't play they are 0-5-1." -- Bill Price, Editor-in-Chief 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (11-9-2) 

Total points: 41 

Last week: No. 12 

"The Kings should be thankful that Gabriel Vilardi finally is 
starting to live up to the potential they saw in him when they 
selected the forward with the No. 11 pick in the 2017 NHL 
Draft. Vilardi leads the Kings with 11 goals and he's tied for 
second with 16 points, behind forward Kevin Fiala (21). His 
11 goals have come in 22 games this season; he had 18 
goals in his first 89 NHL games. However, Vilardi's goal in a 
5-3 loss to the Rangers on Tuesday was his first in seven 
games. The Kings have to hope he can get hot again, 
because they need his offense. During that six-game goal 
drought he was limited to one shot on goal or fewer in four of 
the games. Vilardi isn't a shot-volume player, but he needs to 
be putting the puck on net 3-4 times per game. Still, the 
Kings have needed his offense in the first quarter of the 
season and he has delivered." -- Rosen 

15. DETROIT RED WINGS (10-5-4) 

Total points: 28 

Last week: Unranked 

"Much as I'm sure they were hoping it would work out this 
way, the Red Wings can be thankful for their offseason 
moves. Forwards Dominik Kubalik and David Perron, each 
signed during the offseason, are among the Red Wings' top 
three scorers. Forward Andrew Copp, another free-agent 
signing, has solidified things at center. Goalie Ville Husso, 
acquired in a trade with the St. Louis Blues, has been 
dependable. When the Red Wings made their offseason 
moves, general manager Steve Yzerman said the main focus 
was to 'add players to fill out a roster,' as well as address 
some needs. But the moves also have helped the Red Wings 
compete in the Atlantic Division." -- Myers 

16. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (10-7-3) 

Total points: 20 

Last week: Unranked 

"The Penguins should be thankful to Father Time for 
bestowing on them two future Hall of Fame players who 
refuse to allow their games to deteriorate significantly even 
though their career clocks suggest they should be. Indeed, 
35-year-old Sidney Crosby and 36-year-old Evgeni Malkin 

continue to buck the odds by playing at an elite level most 
players a decade younger only can strive for. Through the 
first quarter of the season Crosby leads the Penguins with 27 
points (10 goals, 17 assists) and Malkin is second with 20 
points (eight goals, 12 assists), showing each has plenty left 
in the tank. Whether their supporting cast is strong enough to 
allow the dynamic duo to win their fourth Stanley Cup with 
Pittsburgh remains to be seen." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff 
writer 

Others receiving points: Calgary Flames 18, Florida Panthers 
10, Edmonton Oilers 3, Nashville Predators 3 

Dropped out: Panthers (No. 11), Oilers (No. 14), Flames (No. 
16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM 

AMALIE BENJAMIN 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. New York Islanders; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York Rangers; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Calgary Flames 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. New 
York Islanders; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 
14. New York Rangers; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Calgary 
Flames 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 10. Detroit Red Wings; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Calgary Flames; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Calgary Flames 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
9. St. Louis Blues; 10. New York Rangers; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 
14. Seattle Kraken; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Florida Panthers 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. New York Islanders; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Carolina 
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Hurricanes; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Detroit Red Wings; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. New Jersey Devils; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. New York Islanders; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. New York Rangers; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. 
Winnipeg Jets; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. Calgary 
Flames 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 7. New York Islanders; 8. New York Rangers; 9. 
Los Angeles Kings; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Winnipeg 
Jets; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Seattle Kraken; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. St. Louis Blues; 16. Detroit Red 
Wings 

BILL PRICE 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. New York Islanders; 
9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. New York 
Rangers; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Pittsburgh Penguins 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Tampa Bay Lightning; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Florida Panthers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Colorado 
Avalanche; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 
9. Carolina Hurricanes; 10. Toronto Maple Leafs; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. New York Rangers; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. New York Islanders; 
9. Winnipeg Jets; 10. St. Louis Blues; 11. Seattle Kraken; 12. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. Calgary 
Flames; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. Florida Panthers 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. New York Rangers; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. Seattle Kraken; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. Calgary Flames; 16. Edmonton Oilers
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Vejmelka logs shutout as Coyotes beat Hurricanes 4-0 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Karel Vejmelka made 36 saves — 
part of a family moment for the Arizona Coyotes goalie. 

With his father arriving from Europe to watch him play in an 
NHL game for the first time, Vejmelka turned in an 
impressive performance while helping the Coyotes beat the 
Carolina Hurricanes 4-0 on Wednesday night to stop a four-
game slide. 

“It’s a dream,” he said of having his father, Karel, watch him 
play. “It’s something unbelievable. It’s something so special 
for us, our family.” 

Lawson Crouse scored two goals, including an empty-netter, 
and Nick Schmaltz and Nick Bjugstad also scored for the 
Coyotes on the eighth stop of a 14-game road trip. Shayne 
Gostisbehere and Dylan Guenther each had two assists. 

Vejmelka has two shutouts in 13 appearances this season. 

Pyotr Kochetkov, just hours after a contract extension was 
announced, stopped 22 shots for Carolina. He wasn’t 
expected to be on the ice, but scheduled starter Antti Raanta 
was the backup instead. 

Carolina lost its fourth game in a row. It was shut out for the 
second time this season. 

“We’re in a tough stretch, for sure,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “When you’re not scoring, it makes it real tough.” 

The Coyotes have their fathers along for a couple of games, 
so that arrangement had the elder Vejmelka in attendance. 
He saw quite a show. 

The Coyotes were alert in front of their goalie, blocking 30 
shots. Defenseman J.J. Moser had seven of the blocks. 

“We played with that desperation and that paid off,” coach 
Andre Tourigny said.  

Defenseman Troy Stecher blocked a pair of shots during a 
Carolina power play in the first period. He was clearly in pain 
and left the bench moments later for treatment, but returned 
to the ice. 

“He is hurt, no doubt about it,” Tourigny said. “You play like 
that, you end up blocking a ton of shots.” 

The Hurricanes’ previous three games ended in overtime 
losses, marking the first time that had happened in franchise 
history. 

Carolina put 14 shots on goal in the opening 20 minutes. 
Plus, winger Andrei Svechnikov missed wide on an open net 
during the Hurricanes’ 5-for-3 power play.  

“You have to come away with something,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Coyotes scored on their only first-period shot, with 
Schmaltz beating Kochetkov 66 seconds into the game for 
his first goal of the season in his third game. 

“We came out of it up one on one shot,” Crouse said. “It’s 
hard to believe. ... We escaped the first period and learned 
from it.” 

Crouse got his first goal of the night 1:52 into the third, 
seconds after a power play expired. Bjugstad scored his 
fourth goal at 9:14 of the third, giving him three goals in his 
last two games. Crouse closed it out with his team-leading 
ninth goal with 2:07 left. 

Kochetkov played in the third consecutive Carolina game. 
Raanta had some discomfort earlier in the day, though 
Brind’Amour said he thought he would still play until shortly 
before the game. 

“He just didn’t feel right,” he said. 

SIGN HIM UP 

The Hurricanes announced the signing of Kochetkov to a 
four-year contract extension at an average annual value of 
$2 million per season through 2026-27. 

Kochetkov, 23, appeared in his eighth career game and fifth 
this season Wednesday night. He entered the game with a 5-
0-2 career record. 

ICE ITEMS 

Defensemen Josh Brown, missing a game for the first time 
this season, and Juuso Valimaki of the Coyotes were out 
with upper-body injuries. ... The Hurricanes are 12-2-2 in the 
last 16 meetings with Arizona. 

UP NEXT  

Coyotes: Friday at Detroit. 

Hurricanes: Friday at Boston.
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Hurricanes bring losing streak into matchup with the Bruins 

Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, third in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Boston Bruins (14-2-0, first in the Atlantic 
Division) 

Boston; Friday, 1 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes, on a four-game 
losing streak, play the Boston Bruins. 

Boston has an 11-0-0 record in home games and a 14-2-0 
record overall. The Bruins have a +29 scoring differential, 
with 64 total goals scored and 35 conceded. 

Carolina has a 6-3-3 record in road games and a 10-5-1 
record overall. The Hurricanes have gone 5-1-0 in games 
they score one or more power-play goals. 

The teams meet Friday for the sixth time this season. The 
Hurricanes won 3-2 in the last matchup. 

TOP PERFORMERS: David Pastrnak has 12 goals and 16 
assists for the Bruins. Patrice Bergeron has scored five goals 
and added three assists over the past 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has nine goals and 13 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Martin Necas has three goals and six assists 
over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Bruins: 8-2-0, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.5 
assists, 4.9 penalties and 12.9 penalty minutes while giving 
up 1.8 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 3-4-3, averaging 2.3 goals, 3.9 assists, 3.4 
penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Bruins: Trent Frederic: day to day (shoulder), 
Derek Forbort: out (upper-body), Matthew Filipe: out 
(undisclosed). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo Teravainen: out 
(upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles).

 

 

 

 
Hurricanes sign goaltender Kochetkov to four-year extension 

The Carolina Hurricanes clarified their goaltending situation a 
bit more by signing Pyotr Kochetkov to a four-year extension 
on Wednesday.  

The team announced the signing on Twitter. 

Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman reports that the contract is 
worth $2 million AAV. Kochetkov will earn $842,500 this 
season. His new deal kicks in after this season. 

Kochetkov, 23, is a native of Penza, Russia, and has a .914 
save percentage and 2.00 goals-against average in four 
starts this season. 

Playing largely back-up role to Frederik Andersen, 
Kochetkov was Carolina's second-round pick, 36th overall, in 
2019.
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NHL Power Rankings: Playoff picture becoming clearer as Thanksgiving arrives  

The playoff hopefuls are starting to separate themselves 
from early-season pretenders 

By Austin Nivison  

The most underrated holiday of the U.S. calendar is here, 
and it is a big one for the NHL calendar, too. Once 
Thanksgiving arrives, we generally have an idea of which 
teams will be fighting for playoff spots, and which ones will 
be hoping for a high draft pick. 

That is once again the case this season. At the top, the best 
teams have created separation. At the bottom, a handful of 
teams have already made it clear that fans won't have to 
worry about clearing their schedules in April or May. 

Since the 2005-06 season, 76.3% of the teams in a playoff 
spot by Thanksgiving went on to reach the postseason, 
according to NHL.com. As we sit down for Thanksgiving 
feasts, we know which teams have a legitimate shot at 
qualifying for the postseason. With that in mind, here are the 
updated NHL Power Rankings.  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Devils  

The Devils' winning streak is 
now at 13 games, and they 
seem to be getting better with 
each passing victory. 
Sometimes, a team can exhale 
after piling up this many 
consecutive wins, but that hasn't 
happened with New Jersey. This 
team just keeps rising to the 
challenge despite having a 
target on its back.  

--  
16-
4-0  

2  Bruins  

These are power rankings, so I 
don't want them to simply be a 
standings update, but I do feel 
it's necessary to point out that 
the Bruins have a better point 
percentage than the Devils and 
are riding a seven-game winning 
streak of their own. For those 
wondering, Boston and New 
Jersey will meet on Dec. 23.  

--  
17-
3-0  

3  
Golden 
Knights  

Mark Stone has four goals in his 
last three games, which brings 
him to eight on the season. That 
is just one behind his 2021-22 
total of nine, which Stone hit in 
37 games played. The two 
biggest reasons for Stone's 

--  
16-
4-1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

success: his health and his 
shooting percentage, which is 
back up around his career 
average at 15.4%.  

4  Avalanche  

The Avs haven't exactly been 
dominating at five-on-five 
through the first quarter of the 
season, but that hasn't mattered 
because their goaltending duo 
has been shockingly brilliant. 
Alexandar Georgiev and Pavel 
Francouz have combined for 
13.05 goals saved above 
average, per Natural Stat Trick.  

2  
11-
6-1  

5  Stars  

Jamie Benn has looked much 
more like his old self this 
season. He has eight goals and 
20 points in 19 games after 
posting a total of 46 points in 82 
games last season. Benn is 
another player who has 
benefited from the Peter DeBoer 
effect. If he can keep this up, the 
Stars could be battling atop the 
Central Division all year.  

3  
12-
5-3  

6  Hurricanes  

The Hurricanes dropped all three 
of their games last week, but it's 
hard to ding them too much in 
the standings. Carolina lost each 
one in overtime after holding its 
own in regulation. Unless the 
NHL switches to three-on-three 
full-time, the Canes should be 
just fine.  

2  
10-
6-4  

7  Lightning  

Nikita Kucherov hasn't come 
close to playing a full regular 
season since 2018-19, when he 
won the Hart Trophy with 128 
points. Kucherov is on pace to 
play a full season this year, and 
he is also on pace to reproduce 
that MVP campaign, at least 
offensively. Through 19 games, 
Kucherov is pacing for a tick 
over 120 points.  

5  
11-
7-1  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 25, 2022 

 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

8  Kraken  

In his last eight starts, 
goaltender Martin Jones has 
stopped 94.7% of the shots he 
has faced while saving 9.54 
goals above average, per 
Natural Stat Trick. Jones' 
performance is a surprising and 
positive development for the 
Kraken, who have been 
searching for reliable 
goaltending since the start of last 
season.  

5  
11-
5-3  

9  Jets  

In Thursday night's 3-2 win over 
the Ducks, Kyle Connor scored a 
hat trick, with the third goal 
coming with under a minute left 
in regulation. This Jets team has 
developed a knack for dramatic 
goals in the dying seconds of the 
third period.  

2  
11-
6-1  

10 
Maple 
Leafs  

The Maple Leafs are 1-5 in 
games that have gone past 
regulation. While far from the 
only reason for the team's 
somewhat frustrating start, 
winning a couple of those games 
changes the outlook noticeably. 
Despite those overtime 
struggles, Toronto still sits in 
second place in the Atlantic 
Division.  

--  
11-
5-5  

11 Blues  

Mr. Hyde's reign of terror has 
ended in St. Louis, and Dr. Jekyll 
has returned to his normal form. 
The Blues tumbled in the power 
rankings and the standings due 
to an eight-game losing streak, 
but they suddenly decided to 
stop losing games and start 
winning them. St. Louis has now 
won seven straight, and the 
team has shot right back into 
playoff position.  

10  
10-
9-0  

12 Islanders  

It has happened. Mathew Barzal 
has finally scored a goal. In fact, 
Barzal scored two in a single 
game! Granted, it was in the 
Islanders' 5-2 loss to the Stars, 
but Barzal has to feel good 
about finally snapping an 18-
game goal drought to start the 
season.  

7  
13-
8-0  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

13 Panthers  

Sergei Bobrovsky had a bit of a 
bounce-back season last year, 
but he is back to struggling 
between the pipes. In 11 games, 
Bobrovsky has allowed 5.80 
goals above average, which 
ranks 67th in the NHL. Spencer 
Knight was already eating into 
Bobrovsky's timeshare, but that 
should only continue over the 
next couple of weeks.  

6  
10-
8-2  

14 Flames  

Like several players on the 
Flames, MacKenzie Weegar has 
been ice cold through the first 
quarter of the season. After 
notching 44 points in 80 games 
last season, he has just five 
points in 18 games played this 
year. If there is some good 
news, it's that Weegar's on-ice 
impacts have been outstanding. 
Calgary has controlled 60.03% 
of the expected goals with him 
on the ice at five-on-five.  

1  
9-7-
3  

15 Rangers  

It feels like I write about Adam 
Fox every week, but it doesn't 
matter. Fox has been on a tear 
lately and is currently riding a 
nine-game point streak. In that 
time, Fox has posted four goals 
and 10 assists. He has now 
passed Artemi Panarin in the 
team lead for points with 23. Fox 
may be riding an unsustainably 
high shooting percentage, but 
fans in New York just need to sit 
back and enjoy it.  

1  
10-
7-4  

16 Kings  

The Kings have hit an 
unfortunate skid lately. They 
have dropped three straight 
games, including one to the 
reeling Canucks. Los Angeles is 
still clinging to the second-place 
spot in the Pacific Division, but it 
has played four more games 
than the Kraken and the Flames. 

7  
11-
9-2  

17 Penguins  

Evgeni Malkin just played in his 
1,000th game on Sunday, and 
fun was had by all involved 
(except the Blackhawks). 
Malkin's son got to read the 
starting lineup in the locker 
room, the team mimicked 
Malkin's warmup routine, and 

2  
10-
7-3  
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Malkin scored his 452nd career 
goal in a 5-2 win. That's not a 
bad day at the office.  

18 Oilers  

Through 19 games, we have a 
pretty clear picture of the Oilers' 
goaltending situation. Stuart 
Skinner is top-10 in the NHL in 
goals saved above average, per 
Natural Stat Trick, and Jack 
Campbell has a GAA of 4.07 and 
has allowed a whopping 9.89 
goals above average. Edmonton 
coach Jay Woodcroft has to ride 
Skinner for a while, especially 
given the team's defensive 
shortcomings.  

4  
10-
10-0 

19 Predators  

The Predators have picked up 
nine out of a possible 10 points 
in their last five games, and they 
seem to have found some 
stability. Between Roman Josi 
heating up and Juuse Saros 
starting to find his game in net, 
Nashville has worked its way 
back into the playoff race in time 
to enjoy some turkey and 
stuffing.  

5  
9-9-
2  

20 Red Wings  

Andrew Copp was one of the 
Red Wings' biggest offseason 
signings, but he has not worked 
out so far. Copp has just one 
goal on the year, but in the past 
his defensive ability has made 
up for that lack of production. 
That hasn't been the case in 
2022-23. With Copp on the ice at 
five-on-five, Detroit has scored 
eight goals and allowed 11.  

--  
10-
5-4  

21 Wild  

The Wild are 28th in the NHL 
with a team shooting percentage 
of 8.7% in all situations. It's 
tough to know exactly how much 
of that is due to poor luck, but 
the team also ranks 21st in total 
expected goals. Kirill Kaprizov 
might be able to carry this 
Minnesota team here and there, 
but eventually someone else has 
to step up on offense.  

3  
9-8-
2  

22 Canadiens  

Jake Allen has gotten most of 
the starts for the Canadiens in 
recent weeks, and it has cost 
them. Allen is having a poor 

5  
10-
9-1  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

season in goal, and it has only 
gotten worse of late. In his last 
four games, Allen has allowed at 
least four goals, and he 
surrendered seven in Montreal's 
loss to the Sabres on Tuesday 
night. Sam Montembeault 
probably needs to see more 
action.  

23 Capitals  

The Capitals are 2-6-2 in their 
last 10 games, and there hasn't 
been much to cheer about in 
Washington lately. If nothing 
else, it's always fun to watch 
Alex Ovechkin chase Wayne 
Gretzky's all-time goals record. 
On that front, Ovechkin is off to a 
decent start with nine goals in 20 
games played.  

1  
8-
10-3 

24 Sharks  

I touched on Erik Karlsson's 
bounce-back season last week, 
but Logan Couture appears to 
be in the same boat. Last year, 
Couture totaled 23 goals in 77 
games. Through 21 games this 
season, he has 10 goals. I'm not 
sure whether Couture can still 
keep up that pace for a full 
season, but he is another 
veteran that has increased his 
value for the Sharks as they 
continue the rebuild.  

5  
7-
12-3 

25 
Blue 
Jackets  

No team has given up more five-
on-five goals than the Blue 
Jackets. They are dead last in 
that category with 60 goals 
against, and the Sharks are the 
next closest team at 54. That's 
what happens when porous 
defense meets awful 
goaltending.  

5  
7-
11-1 

26 Flyers  

The Flyers simply cannot buy a 
win right now. They have lost 
seven straight games, and one 
recent loss came in stunning 
fashion. The Canadiens' Cole 
Caufield tied Saturday's game 
with under two seconds left in 
regulation, and Montreal went on 
to win in a shootout. This looks 
more like the Philadelphia team 
everyone expected before the 
season.  

3  
7-8-
5  
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27 Coyotes  

Jacob Chychrun made his 2022-
23 debut against the Predators 
on Monday night, and it will be 
interesting to see exactly how 
much longer he's in a Coyotes 
uniform. Trade rumors around 
Chychrun have been swirling 
since last season, and now that 
he's healthy, those trade talks 
might only get more intense.  

--  
7-9-
2  

28 Canucks  

Brock Boeser is having a 
miserable season in Vancouver. 
He has scored just twice, with 
both goals coming in one game, 
and his on-ice results have been 
brutal. With Boeser on the ice at 
five-on-five, the Canucks have 
scored just nine goals and 
allowed 18 goals against, per 
Natural Stat Trick.  

4  
7-
10-3 

29 Senators  

The Senators have won just two 
games in November, and now 
their offense has largely 
vanished. Captain Brady 
Tkachuk even came to the 
defense of head coach D.J. 
Smith, saying he is "sick and 
tired" of seeing Smith get 
criticism from so many different 
angles.  

1  
6-
12-1 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

30 Blackhawks 

Patrik Kane has scored just 
three goals in 18 games, and his 
shooting percentage sits at a 
career low 5.7%. That's not 
terribly surprising given the fact 
that the roster is devoid of talent, 
and Kane is trying to drag the 
team into the ballpark of being 
competitive.  

4  
6-
10-3 

31 Sabres  

I feel for the people of Buffalo. I 
really do. The Sabres started out 
the season by giving fans hope 
that this year might be different. 
Then, Buffalo lost seven straight 
games in regulation, and the 
team has fallen out of the playoff 
picture. Connor Bedard could be 
a lot of fun in a Sabres uniform.  

6  
9-
11-0 

32 Ducks  

The Ducks weren't necessarily 
supposed to be good this 
season, but they also weren't 
supposed to be completely 
wretched. Anaheim has won 
three of its last 10 games and 
sits dead last in the NHL 
standings, two points behind the 
Ottawa Senators. Head coach 
Dallas Eakins is feeling the heat 
right now.  

1  
6-
13-1 
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NHL Power Rankings: Bruins Hold Off the Devils Again 

The NHL's reached American Thanksgiving, the time where 
teams outside of a playoff spot should begin to worry. Jason 
Chen ranks the teams. 

By Jason Chen 

Happy Thanksgiving to our American friends.  

Today marks a pivotal date on the NHL calendar: the soft 
cut-off for playoff positioning. Over the past few seasons, 
roughly 75 percent of the teams in playoff position by this 
date end up making the post-season. Last season, of the top 
eight teams in the East and West on Thanksgiving, only the 
Blue Jackets (7th East, 12th overall), Golden Knights (4th 
West, 10th overall), Ducks (5th West, 11th overall) and Jets 
(7th West, 14th overall) ended up missing the cut.  

With the advent of three-point games and massive parity 
across the league, it has become incredibly difficult to 
overcome a poor showing in the first quarter of the season 
and make the playoffs. The races will be tight, but the reality 
is only a handful of teams will be able to sneak in, and at 
least five teams should be planning for the trade deadline 
and the lottery. This week’s edition will start putting teams 
into tiers, from serious Cup contenders to early entrants into 
the Bedardathon.  

Numerous upsets last night and witnessing the end of both 
the Devils’ and Bruins’ winning streaks saw a little shuffle in 
the Power Rankings, but we’ve seen enough to take a good 
guess at just how good each team will be. Biggest climbers 
this week: Stars, Red Wings, Penguins, Blues, Canucks. 
Biggest tumblers: Hurricanes, Rangers.  

(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com. 
CF% stands for Corsi For Percentage and xGF% represents 
Expected Goals For Percentage.) 

1. Boston Bruins (17-3-0, +37. CF% league rank: 9, xGF% 
league rank: 6) 

For the second straight week, the Bruins and Devils finished 
with identical records and goal differential, which means the 
Bruins retain the top spot, but the margin is still razor-thin. 
They can switch spots and no one should bat an eye. Mark 
down Dec. 23 and 28, when the Bruins and Devils play two 
of their three matchups this season, both of which will be in 
Jersey. With a roster without any big holes and plenty of 
experience, the Bruins are a serious Cup contender.  

2. New Jersey Devils (16-4-0, +28. CF%: 2, xGF%: 1) 

Before the Avs won with Darcy Kuemper/Pavel Francouz in 
net, I would’ve said no, you need an undisputed starter. In 
reality, all you need is a goalie who peaks at the right time to 
make a deep playoff run, and there’s a chance Vitek 
Vanecek or even Mackenzie Blackwood can do just that. But 

there’s definitely something to be said about experience, 
overcoming playoff heartbreak to learn tough lessons before 
winning the big one, just like the Avs and Lightning. Still, 
given their performance, how can you argue the league’s 
second-best team by points percentage is somehow not a 
contender? 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (16-4-1, +25. CF%: 20, xGF%: 5) 

It was a short hiatus, but the Knights are back in Cup 
contender status. Bruce Cassidy’s system works well for 
young Logan Thompson, and they’ve got balanced scoring 
all over the lineup. Statistically speaking, Thompson’s having 
the third-best season (.920 SP/2.40 GAA) in Knights history 
behind Marc-Andre Fleury in the inaugural season 
(.927/2.24) and in his Vezina-winning season (.928/1.98).  

4. Dallas Stars (12-5-3, +23. CF%: 12, xGF%: 14) 

Not sure what kind of voodoo magic Peter DeBoer performs, 
but he’s been very, very good at improving teams in his first 
season with a new club. Jake Oettinger’s performance last 
season proved that they don’t need much else to win playoff 
games. With added depth, the Stars will be a popular dark-
horse pick.  

5. Colorado Avalanche (11-6-1, +18. CF%: 16, xGF%: 23) 

Cup contender, of course. The defending champions have 
remained near the top of the Western Conference despite 
injuries to key players, and their gamble on Alexandar 
Georgiev has paid off. The Avs will surely make another 
push at the trade deadline, just as they did last season.  

6. New York Islanders (13-8-0, +14. CF%: 24, xGF%: 24) 

Much like the Stars, the biggest reason for the Isles to go on 
a deep run is Ilya Sorokin. Their success shows that this 
group can win games without having to play a grinding style, 
and it’s more important to have the players buy in. Mathew 
Barzal looks like he’s having an elite season, and the Isles 
have lost to the eventual champions both times in their most 
recent playoff runs. They’re a dark horse like the Stars but 
need another piece or two to really contend.  

7. Toronto Maple Leafs (11-5-5, +6. CF%: 10, xGF%: 10) 

All that matters is if the Leafs enter the playoffs with a 
healthy lineup. They will get through this stretch without 
Morgan Rielly just fine, and at worst, it should only cost them 
home-ice advantage in the opening round. The playoff 
showings have been disappointing, but at full strength, the 
Leafs should be just as good as they were last season, and 
they came within one game of beating the Lightning.  

8. Tampa Bay Lightning (11-7-1, +3. CF%: 14, xGF%: 12) 
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Never count out the team that has won two of the past three 
Cups. Andrei Vasilevskiy’s subpar season is slightly 
concerning, but it’s best not to be against him. The only thing 
uglier than the Lightning’s blue line depth are their Reverse 
Retro jerseys. Cool gimmick, but it still doesn’t work on the 
ice.  

9. Winnipeg Jets (11-6-1, +4. CF%: 19, xGF%: 21) 

Of the top 10 teams, I am most skeptical about the Jets, but 
also acknowledge that Rick Bowness’ teams always seem to 
be more successful than expected. Connor Hellebuyck is the 
key to their Cup chances – no one else on his team comes 
close to making the impact he does – and any sort of slide in 
his performance and the Jets might be fighting tooth and nail 
for a playoff berth. The Jets will need to at least maintain this 
pace to convince me they’re more than just a playoff team.  

10. Carolina Hurricanes (10-6-4, even. CF%: 1, xGF%: 2) 

Before dropping out this week, the Canes were the only team 
ranked in the top five every single week, and it’s been a 
bizarre losing streak where they’re losing games despite 
outshooting and out-chancing their opponents. The Canes 
are contenders, but they really need to get out of the second 
round.  

11. Florida Panthers (10-8-2, +3. CF%: 3, xGF%: 3) 

Last season’s playoff showing was so bad, it’s hard to speak 
of the Panthers as contenders without my eyes rolling to the 
back of my head. They’ve been coming on strong lately, but 
need to at least finish near the top of the standings to be 
considered contenders. Their cap situation is more dire than 
the Leafs’ and will also need a lot of things to go right and 
their players to stay healthy to be a contender.  

12. Seattle Kraken (11-5-3, +12. CF%: 15, xGF%: 13) 

The Kraken are in a really good spot to make the playoffs 
after a debacle of a first season, sitting four points clear of 
the wild-card spot, which is held by a division rival. The 
biggest chance for them this season has been their scoring, 
but let’s get real – no team with Martin Jones as the starter is 
going to win much.  

13. Detroit Red Wings (10-5-4, +4. CF%: 30, xGF%: 28) 

This is the part of the list that starts to get interesting. The 
Wings hold the third spot in the Atlantic, but they’re also only 
one point away from finishing outside the playoff picture. The 
Wings are still too inconsistent and too thin on defense to be 
anything more than playoff contenders.  

14. Pittsburgh Penguins (10-7-3, +7. CF%: 13, xGF%: 7) 

It’s hard to count out Sidney Crosby, but the Pens haven’t 
really looked dominant for any stretch of the season. To be 
contenders, they need Tristan Jarry playing at a high level 
and possibly one more defenseman who can be relied on to 
play 20 minutes.  

15. Edmonton Oilers (10-10-0, -6. CF%: 21, xGF%: 20) 

One thing about winning teams is that if you study their cap 
structure, they don’t have $25-million mistakes. A team 
lacking depth on forward and defense just spent way too 
much on the wrong goalie, and Jack Campbell’s contract’s 
going to keep handcuffing them going forward unless he 

turns it around. There’s just too little surrounding their two 
top players to take them seriously as contenders. They’re 
firmly in the second tier behind the contenders. 

16. St. Louis Blues (10-9-0, -10. CF%: 27, xGF%: 19) 

The year the Blues won the Cup, they were second-last at 7-
10-3 at American Thanksgiving, so there’s definitely still a 
chance. However, the Blues are incredibly streaky and 
definitely less stout on defense than in past seasons. Neither 
of those things are good when the playoffs become 
marathon-like grinds, and it might take another few seasons 
before Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou lead them back to 
contender status.  

17. Los Angeles Kings (11-9-2, -6. CF%: 7, xGF%: 4) 

The Kings are playoff contenders despite their goaltending 
and defense, but they also showed last year that the playoffs 
are more suited for their style of play. Talent-wise, they’re 
pretty outmatched by all the other playoff contenders.  

18. Calgary Flames (9-7-3, -3. CF%: 4, xGF%: 9) 

They should definitely be better, and they’re another team 
that has been surprisingly streaky. Darryl Sutter hasn’t found 
the right combos for his lines, and until that happens, they 
won’t be reaching their maximum potential. They’re playoff 
contenders right now, but that’s their floor.  

19. Minnesota Wild (9-8-2, even. CF%: 18, xGF%: 15) 

The buyout penalties are prohibiting them from acquiring 
additional depth, and climbing back to a winning record 
following Marc-Andre Fleury’s horrendous start has been 
low-key impressive. Their acquisition of Fleury and Ryan 
Reaves for a draft pick means they’re in win-now mode, 
ensuring they’re a playoff contender.  

20. New York Rangers (10-7-4, +5. CF%: 5, xGF%: 8) 

The Rangers often look good, and their analytics definitely 
are good, but their record doesn’t scream “contender” 
despite making the final four last season. The race in the 
East is tight with only two points separating the fifth to 10th 
seeds, and their secret weapon remains Igor Shesterkin. The 
Rangers are in the upper tier of playoff contenders and could 
move further up if their record improves.  

21. Montreal Canadiens (10-9-1, -9. CF%: 23, xGF%: 25) 

The Habs are only two points out of a wild-card spot, but it’s 
not really in their best interests to make the playoffs so soon. 
They need more in the cupboard, and making the playoffs 
serves little purpose because it’ll just lead to a first-round exit 
and a middling first-round pick. They’re a playoff contender 
relative to their spot in the standings, but really should still 
focus on selling assets at the deadline.  

22. Nashville Predators (9-9-2, -12. CF%: 17, xGF%: 18) 

The Preds hold the second-longest post-season streak at 
eight seasons, and unless Juuso Parssinen has alternate 
plans, I bet that streak ends this season. The race is tighter 
than before, and the Preds aren’t getting career seasons 
from Roman Josi, Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg again to 
sneak in. The Preds may think they’re playoff contenders, 
but they’re really borderline and need to go on a big run to 
change my mind.  
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23. Buffalo Sabres (9-11-0, +5. CF%: 6, xGF%: 17) 

They’re a wildly entertaining team, but they’re maybe one 
more season away from being a playoff contender. Their 
positive goal differential tells you how good they can be, but 
they’re five points out of a wild-card spot, which is quite a bit 
and also the same margin between them and last-place 
Ottawa. The Sabres have too much talent to lose many 
games, putting them out of the Bedard sweepstakes, but 
playing competitive games right now is more important for 
the development of their current core.  

24. Vancouver Canucks (7-10-3, -9. CF%: 25, xGF%: 26) 

Their owner wants them to make the playoffs, and that’s 
usually the end of the argument in Vancouver, but Bo 
Horvat’s free agency looms, and it’s put the team in a pivotal 
spot. There’s enough talent to be a playoff contender, but 
which coach is leading them there? And which players? 
There are too many distractions for the Canucks to really 
focus on making the playoffs, not to mention Bedard is the 
hometown guy.  

25. Washington Capitals (8-10-3, -11. CF%: 11, xGF%: 22) 

The Caps look kind of done. They’re four points out of a 
playoff spot, too many key players are on injured reserve and 
there will be tons of cap space to play with in the summer to 
address their roster. Swallowing the tough pill for one season 
won’t be bad when they land a top-10 pick.  

26. Arizona Coyotes (7-9-2, -14. CF%: 31, xGF%: 32) 

We’re firmly in the Bedard sweepstakes tier because none of 
these teams have a shot at making the playoffs. The 
Coyotes are preparing to trade Jakob Chychrun and are 
asking for two first-round picks, so it’s a no-brainer where 
their mind is at. 

27. San Jose Sharks (7-12-3, -13. 1. CF%: 22, xGF%: 16) 

They were maybe taking the wait-and-see approach, but 
considering their record and how Erik Karlsson’s trade value 
hasn’t been this high in over five seasons, it’s a good chance 
the Sharks get a haul for him and properly strip down the 
roster. Long-term deals for Logan Couture and Tomas Hertl 
ensure the Sharks’ tank job won’t be super obvious.  

28. Chicago Blackhawks (6-10-3, -20. CF%: 32, xGF%: 31) 

After what they did over the summer, is there any illusion 
what their plan is?! 

29. Philadelphia Flyers (7-8-5, -15. CF%: 28, xGF%: 29) 

John Tortorella can only coax so much out of a roster that 
has Joel Farabee and Owen Tippett as their best wingers. 
Like it or not, the Flyers just aren’t good and need to inject a 
ton of talent into their roster. Maybe things will be better next 
season when, hopefully, Sean Couturier is healthy.  

30. Columbus Blue Jackets (7-11-1, -25. CF%: 29, xGF%: 
27) 

Their goaltending is poor, Patrik Laine can’t stay healthy and 
none of their young prospects have taken a leap. I hear it’s a 
nice city to live in, though.  

31. Ottawa Senators (6-12-1, -10. CF%: 8, xGF%: 11) 

They shouldn’t be this bad, but their road record (1-6-1) is 
atrocious. Good thing Ryan Reynolds can take attention 
away from everyone else.  

32. Anaheim Ducks (6-13-1, -31. CF%: 26, xGF%: 30) 

If Bedard and Trevor Zegras ever end up on the same team, 
their dekes per 60 minutes will be through the roof.
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Hurricanes sign Kochetkov to four-year extension 

The young Russian netminder will be here to stay as he 
signed a 4-year, $2 million AAV contract on Wednesday. 

By Ryan Henkel 

Carolina Hurricanes fans will have just a bit more to be 
thankful for this season as the team announced that they had 
signed goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to a four-year, $2 million 
AAV contract on Wednesday morning. 

The young Russian netminder broke out for a big season 
with the Chicago Wolves last year — his first professional 
season in North America — and even appeared in a few 
games for Carolina after the Canes ran into some injury 
issues. 

Kochetkov has a career record of 5-0-2 in the regular season 
with a 0.909 save percentage and 2.16 goals against 
average. He appeared in four playoff games last season and 
helped the team defeat the Boston Bruins in the first round. 

This season, Kochetkov is 2-0-2 with a 0.914 save 
percentage and 2.00 goals against average. According to 
MoneyPuck.com, he has also saved six goals above 
expected. He earned his first career shutout with a 3-0 win 
over the Chicago Blackhawks earlier this month. 

Kochetkov has played his way well into Carolina’s future 
plans and this contract is proof that they believe he will be a 
key piece to come. 

‘CANES SIGN KOCHETKOV TO FOUR-YEAR EXTENSION 

Goaltender is 5-0-2 in his first seven regular-season NHL 
games 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has signed 

goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov to a four-year contract 
extension. The deal will pay Kochetkov an average-annual 
value (AAV) of $2 million per season through 2026-27. 

“Pyotr has been extremely solid for both Carolina and 
Chicago since coming to North America last season,” said 
Waddell. “We believe he has a bright future in our crease, 
and we’re excited to watch him as he continues to grow as a 
person and player.” 

Kochetkov, 23, has posted a 2-0-2 record, 2.00 goals-against 
average, .914 save percentage and one shutout in four NHL 
games with Carolina in 2022-23. He has earned a 5-0-2 
record, 2.16 goals-against average, .909 save percentage 
and one shutout in seven career regular-season 
appearances with the Hurricanes, becoming the 13th 
goaltender in NHL history to earn at least one point in each 
of his first seven career games. The 6’3”, 193-pound 
netminder also posted a 1-2 record in four playoff 
appearances with Carolina last season. Kochetkov has also 
earned a 2-2-1 record, 3.00 goals-against average and .911 
save percentage in five American Hockey League (AHL) 
games with Chicago in 2022-23, and he has now registered 
a 15-3-2 record, 2.32 goals-against average and .918 save 
percentage in 20 career AHL games. He made six playoff 
appearances with Chicago last season, posting a 5-1 record 
and two shutouts to help the Wolves capture the 2022 Calder 
Cup championship. Before moving to North America in 
February, Kochetkov played 49 career Kontinental Hockey 
League (KHL) games with Sochi, St. Petersburg, Vityaz and 
Nizhny Novgorod from 2018-22, earning a 16-25-3 record, 
2.48 goals-against average, .920 save percentage and three 
shutouts. The Penza, Russia, native was named Best 
Goaltender at the 2019 IIHF World Junior Championship 
after leading his home country to a bronze medal. Kochetkov 
was selected by Carolina in the second round, 36th overall, 
of the 2019 NHL Draft.
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The Hurricanes are broken 

A 4-0 shutout loss to the 30th place Arizona Coyotes is the 
latest in a string of disappointments in an already terrible 
month. 

By Ryan Henkel  

Winless in four straight. 

Just four wins in 11 games in the month of November. 

In those games, the Carolina Hurricanes have 26 goals, 
which ranks 25th in the league in goals for in November, and 
if you take away the seven goals from the Edmonton game, 
they’d be 30th.  

The latest loss, a 4-0 loss to the Arizona Coyotes, who had 
only scored 21 goals this month, is the most embarrassing 
loss so far. 

A team that is 30th in the league, on a four-game losing 
streak, with a sub-0.900 save percentage and who had been 
allowing 3.59 goals against per game, shutout the 
Hurricanes. 

The number of shots doesn’t matter. The process doesn’t 
matter. What matters is winning games and that is simply not 
what the Hurricanes are doing right now. 

For one, the power play is abysmal. Plain and simple. It is 
losing them games. The entries aren’t clean and funneling 
shots to the point for no-traffic shots does nothing — a big 
reason for the even strength struggles too. There is little 
movement and they are just hoping something works rather 
than creating something. 

It also doesn’t help that over half of the team are passengers 
right now.  

Seth Jarvis, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the entire fourth line are 
totally invisible every night. They aren’t contributing. 

The Canes have only 21 goals from the rest of the lineup not 
named Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Martin Necas. 

The coaching choices aren’t helping the team out much 
either. 

The biggest anomaly has been Stefan Noesen remaining on 
the top line through six games, despite having just one 
secondary assist in those six games and four total shots. He 
is being overslotted and not complementing the top line. 

The defense is limiting chances, but ends up giving up the 
most brutal grade-A chances against every night. And when 
only one of your defensemen is a true offensive specialist it 
makes little sense to funnel play through them. 

The goaltending is trying, Pyotr Kochetkov has made some 
tremendous saves in each of his starts, but there is no 
support either scoring goals, cleaning out rebounds or 
limiting odd-man rushes. 

There really isn’t any part of the game that the Canes can 
hang their hat on and that just compounds to the frustrations 
of both the team and its fans. 

The process is broken. The Hurricanes are broken. 
Something has to give.
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About Last Night: Four in a row 

The Canes have lost four in a row, and Wednesday night’s 
effort against the Coyotes was ugly.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost their fourth straight game 
Wednesday night in PNC Arena, though this one wasn’t quite 
like the others.  

After three straight overtime/shootout losses, the Canes got 
run out of their own building Wednesday by the...now 7-9-2 
Arizona Coyotes.  

Carolina outshot the Coyotes, created twice as many scoring 
chances and dominated the Corsi battle — but none of that 
matters whatsoever, as the result was a loss once again as 
the process let the Canes down.  

Ryan summed it up pretty well Wednesday night, but some 
more thoughts about last night: 

Power outage...again 

The Hurricanes went 0 for 4 on the power play against the 
Coyotes, as they moved to 0 for 20 with the man advantage 
over their last six games.  

During 5:20 of 5-on-4 power play Wednesday, the Canes 
had just four shots. The power play is completely broken. 
Carolina brought in Brent Burns partly to help the problem, 
but that hasn’t really been a fix as of yet.  

Scoring once or twice on the power play wouldn’t have made 
a difference Wednesday night in the 4-0 loss, but boy oh boy 
does it still suck.  

The Canes have a lot to figure out, but the power play is on 
top of that list. It’s been atrocious, and it’s costing the team 
games.  

This roster is far too talented to be having this many issues 
with an extra man.  

Where are the goals? 

The Hurricanes have scored two or fewer goals in six of their 
last nine games played, and the only reason that isn’t seven 
is because of the wild empty net comeback Monday night.  

They were shutout by the Coyotes — the Canes’ second 
shutout loss of the month and just Arizona’s second shutout 
win of the season. The goals haven’t been coming lately for 
the Hurricanes, despite the overwhelming success of some 
of the advanced stats that don’t decide the games.  

So what’s the issue? A wild string of bad luck? No. It’s 
obviously a mixture of things, but the Hurricanes just aren’t 
finding ways to finish. There’s value in sticking with the 
process and knowing goals will come, but at some point the 
process isn’t working.  

The Hurricanes have some getting right to do.  

Happy Thanksgiving 

The Canes are a bit of a mess right now — one that is 
certainly fixable — but the good news is that it’s not today’s 
issue.  

Enjoy your Thanksgiving everyone, and try not to think too 
much about Carolina’s four-game losing streak on this day of 
family and rest. 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269139747.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269030247.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article269027767.html 
https://theathletic.com/3925689/2022/11/23/brent-burns-hurricanes-defense-slavin/ 

https://theathletic.com/3931636/2022/11/25/max-pacioretty-is-living-his-best-life-in-carolina-while-awaiting-his-hurricanes-debut/ 
https://theathletic.com/3932997/2022/11/25/nhl-power-rankings-bruins-devils/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/category-5-hurricanes-sign-pyotr-kochetkov-to-an-extension/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/frustration-mounts-as-hurricanes-suffer-shutout-to-coyotes/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-held-scoreless-by-coyotes/c-337965662 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-november-25-versus-boston/c-338008028 

https://www.nhl.com/news/pyotr-kochetkov-signs-deal-with-carolina/c-337944210 
https://www.nhl.com/news/arizona-coyotes-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-337858784 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-november-24/c-337959394 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-arizona-coyotes-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-7148997810ecb201de3465f249939842 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-boston-carolina-hurricanes-bruins-5bc2f15462784a21ba5bb065c4a9847a 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-sign-goaltender-kochetkov-to-four-year-extension/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-star-power-index-jason-robertson-scoring-at-a-rapid-rate-sidney-crosby-still-playing-at-elite-level/ 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-power-rankings-bruins-hold-off-the-devils-again 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/23/23475317/carolina-hurricanes-sign-pyotr-kochetkov-to-four-year-extension 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/23/23476283/the-carolina-hurricanes-are-broken 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/24/23476418/about-last-night-four-in-a-row 
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Bruins can make NHL history Friday afternoon against Hurricanes 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated November 24, 2022, 11:35 a.m. 

 

The Bruins, unbeatable at the Garden all season, will take their shot at 
the history books now with the Hurricanes in town for what has become 
the traditional Black Friday matinee on Causeway Street. 

A perfect 12-0-0 record would be an NHL first — the most wins on home 
ice to start a season — and Carolina should provide an ounce or two of 
extra motivation. 

The Hurricanes, remember, ushered the Bruins out of last season’s 
playoffs, the series ending in a somber Game 7 tableau that had captain 
Patrice Bergeron solemnly trading hugs with his Black-and-Gold 
colleagues as they filed off the ice at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 

Had it not been for Andrei Svechnikov delivering Hampus Lindholm to 
Palookaville in Game 2, who knows how the series might have played 
out, how the remainder of the playoffs might have unfolded, or even if 
Jim Montgomery would have been hired over the summer as the club’s 
new bench boss. 

Lindholm returned for Game 6 but delivered little spark, in sharp contrast 
to what he has shown thus far as the club’s top-producing defenseman 
(4-14—18). 

The Bruins didn’t look quite as bedraggled Wednesday in Sunrise, Fla., 
but they were far from their best for most of the night, what ended as a 5-
2 loss to the Panthers that clipped Boston’s second seven-game win 
streak of the season. 

It was only the third time over these two months that the Bruins failed to 
work with a lead at some point during the night, and only the fourth time 
that they trailed at the 40:00 mark. They entered the one-day holiday 
break with a league-best 34 points (1 ahead of Bruce Cassidy’s Golden 
Knights), and could have picked up 2 points Wednesday had it not been 
for their constant parade to the penalty box and a very spotty penalty-
killing effort (4 for 7). 

“We’ll have to tighten that up,” said Montgomery. 

Penalty killing has been just one of the Bruins’ bright spots from the start 
of the season, but it has gone a moth-eaten 15 for 23 (65.2 percent) the 
last five games. The unit still ranks No. 2 overall (88.3 percent), second 
only to San Jose (91.4). However, those recent numbers are not 
survivable for a club that portends to have legitimate Stanley Cup 
aspirations. 

On the flip side, the power play soared the last five games, delivering at a 
10-for-23 clip (43.5 percent) that jiggled the Bruins to a No. 4 ranking 
(26.3 percent) for the season. Only Colorado (32.8), Dallas (30.4), and 
Edmonton (26.4) have been more proficient when man-up. 

Ullmark up 

Linus Ullmark (13-1-0) hit the first-quarter mark as the league’s hottest 
netminder, leading the way in wins, save percentage (.935), and GAA 
(1.96). 

Ullmark, Jeremy Swayman’s backup in Florida, is expected in net for the 
matinee, most likely to oppose Pyotr Kochetkov, the 6-foot-3-inch 
Carolina rookie and the 36th pick in the 2019 draft, who is 2-1-2. 

Kochetkov, with fewer than 450 minutes of NHL regular-season 
experience, earlier this week agreed to a four-year, $8 million contract 
extension. 

Ullmark is 8-0-0 at the Garden, allowing only 13 goals and posting a .946 
save percentage. 

Power players 

The Bruins’ 10 power-play goals over the last five games came from 
David Pastrnak (3), Jake DeBrusk (2), Brad Marchand, David Krejci, Nick 
Foligno, Charlie McAvoy, and Bergeron … Granted, it’s a small sample 
size (seven games) for McAvoy, but he has popped for 2-8—10 since 
coming back from shoulder surgery — a line given a shot of espresso by 
his four helpers in Monday’s win in Tampa. If he delivered at the same 
rate over the remaining 62 games, he would finish with 98 points … 
Lindholm is on pace for 74 points. Clobbered by Svechnikov late in the 
second period of Game 2 last May, Lindholm returned for Games 6 and 
7, finishing the series 0-0—0 for his four games. He was lugging the puck 
out behind the net, head down, when Svechnikov put the hammer on the 
Hammer at the goal line. 

Looking ahead 

The Bruins wrap up a very busy November with Tuesday night’s visit by 
the Lightning, amid what will be the quietest stretch of the season for the 
Black and Gold other than the February break. Following the visit by the 
Hurricanes, they’ll play only twice over the next nine days, leading up to 
the Dec. 5 stop here by Vegas. They then play 13 games from Dec. 5-31 
… In their 12 games on home ice, the Bruins have amassed a 
humongous advantage in lead time: 401:14 to 15:12. Of the dozen 
visitors to Causeway Street, only the Wild (1:17) and Flames (13:55) 
have culled a temporary lead over the Bruins. 
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Bruins Daily: Panthers Bite Back; NHL News And Rumors 

 

Jimmy Murphy 

3-4 minutes 24/11/2022 
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The Boston Bruins had another win streak snapped at seven games 
thanks to too many trips to the sin-bin Wednesday against the Florida 
Panthers. 

That and much more in the latest Boston Hockey Now Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Florida Panthers avenged a 5-3 loss to the Boston Bruins in Boston 
on Oct. 17 with a 5-2 win over the Black and Gold in Florida on 
Wednesday night. That snapped a seven-game win streak for the Bruins 
and was their most lopsided defeat so far this season. 

There’s plenty of people (myself included), who bashed the Boston 
Bruins for firing Bruce Cassidy eating crow right now and his successor, 
Jim Montgomery has a lot to do with it. 

National Hockey Now 

FLA: Sasha Barkov was huge for the Panthers in the win over the Boston 
Bruins Wednesday night. 

NYI: Ilya Sorokin was brilliant in a 49-save shutout and 3-0 win for the 
New York Islanders. 

PGH: An emotional Evgeni Malkin thanked all involved in celebrating his 
1,000th game. 

PHI: Things just keep getting worse for the Philadelphia Flyers as they 
lost their eighth-straight game on Wednesday falling to Alex Ovechkin 
and the Capitals. 

WSH: Here’s the Washington Capitals perspective on their 3-2 overtime 
win over the Flyers. 

DAL: The Dallas Stars survived a chaotic third period and beat the 
Chicago Blackhawks 6-4 on Wednesday. 

COL: The Colorado Avalanche did not look like the defending Stanley 
Cup champions in a 4-3 loss to the lowly Vancouver Canucks. 

VGK: Cassidy and the Vegas Golden Knights kept the Ottawa Senators 
reeling with a 4-1 win. 

SJS: If you need money for the Holidays, bet the over in every San Jose 
Sharks game and thank me later. The Sharks lost another barnburner 8-
5 to the Seattle Kraken. 

Canada Hockey Now 

MTL: The Montreal Canadiens got some revenge for an embarrassing 
loss to the Blue Jackets last week by beating them 3-1 on Wednesday. 

CGY: The Calgary Flames lost a hard-fought game 2-1 to the Penguins 
in a shootout. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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WRANGLERS REPORT: Pelletier on a hot streak 

 

Daniel Austin 

8-10 minutes 25/11/2022 

 

Jakob Pelletier might be the hottest player in the AHL right now. 

And the Calgary Wranglers might be the league’s hottest team. 

That second point is a lot more important to Pelletier, as you might 
imagine. The 21-year-old winger doesn’t have a look-at-me personality, 
even if his play inevitably draws a lot of attention. 

And right now, the way Pelletier is playing is absolutely worthy of the 
spotlight. 

Heading into Thursday’s matchup with the Coachella Valley Firebirds, 
Pelletier was on a seven-game point streak that’s seen him pot four goals 
and nine assists for the Calgary Flames’ farm club. It’s the longest active 
streak in the league at the moment and that’s got people talking. 

Pelletier isn’t really listening to anything anyone’s saying, though. 

“To be honest, I think for me I try to focus on myself and I try to focus on 
the way I play. I don’t really read Twitter or Facebook or news,” Pelletier 
said. “It’s nice to help the team win and I think right now we’ve won eight 
of our last nine games, so that feels good, to be honest.” 

The Wranglers are definitely winning a lot these days, and Pelletier’s 
production has been a big part of the reason why. Their only loss in their 
last eight games was in overtime to the Manitoba Moose on Nov. 13, and 
they’ve scored five goals in each of their last three games while 
outscoring their opponents 15-6 in that stretch. 

Pelletier’s hot streak has pushed him into the top 20 in league scoring — 
his 17 points are 16th most in the AHL — where you’ll also find 
teammates Connor Zary and Matthew Phillips. 

So yes, things are definitely clicking for the Wranglers right now. After a 
slow start that saw them go 2-5 in their first seven games, they’ve 
climbed the Pacific Division standings over the past couple of weeks and 
were right on the first-place Colorado Eagles’ heels heading into 
Thursday’s game. They had the third-best record in the entire Western 
Conference, too. 

What changed between their slow start and their current, blazing-hot 
pace? Pelletier makes it sound like it wasn’t all that complicated. 

“I think we’re just playing simple,” Pelletier said. “I think for the first five or 
six games we tried a little too much, but I think now we’re just playing 
simple and hard and for the last 10-or-so games, it’s worked. We just 
have to keep it going.” 

Drafted in the first round, 26th overall, by the Flames in 2019, Pelletier 
has become a source of fascination and excitement for local hockey fans. 
His first season of pro hockey went smoothly last year with the then-
Stockton Heat, and prompted questions about how soon he might be 
able to make the transition to playing in the NHL with the Flames. 

His current run of form will surely only see those questions grow louder 
and more persistent, but Pelletier insisted he has no trouble blocking out 
the noise and just focusing on himself and his play with the Wranglers. 

He can probably feel pretty confident that an opportunity with the Flames 
will come at some point sooner rather than later, and needs only to look 
at former teammate Adam Ruzicka to see proof that the work you do in 
the AHL can quickly translate into NHL success. 

“I had a chance to play with him last year for the first 20 games in the A, 
so it’s nice to see him succeed up there and it kind of shows that it all 
starts in the A,” Pelletier said. “If you have a good season you can go up 
and do the same as him.” 

WHO’S HOT? 
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Pelletier is probably the hottest player in the AHL right now, but let’s take 
a second to highlight Connor Zary’s play, too.. The 21-year-old has nine 
points in the Wranglers’ last seven games, including four goals. 

FUN FACT  

The Wranglers are making teams pay for taking penalties against them 
these days. They’ve been on the man-advantage 78 times this season 
and have scored 23 goals. No team in the AHL has more power-play 
goals, and their 29.5% conversion rate is the third-best in the league, too. 
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Flames enter ‘make-or-break’ stage of marathon road-trip 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

8-9 minutes 25/11/2022 

 

WASHINGTON — For their prized trade acquisitions, they ensured it was 
a happy homecoming. 

With a team feast planned for American Thanksgiving, they were 
intending on a happy holiday. 

Now, as they wrap their longest road-trip of the season with back-to-back 
matinees, the Calgary Flames are determined to author a happy ending. 

The Flames have so far collected five of a possible eight points on this 
gruelling six-game getaway. If they can boost that total to eight or nine, it 
would be considered a very successful sojourn. 

“I think it’s a good trip so far … ” said Flames defenceman MacKenzie 
Weegar. “But I don’t think it’s a great trip, by any means.” 

Not yet. 

But it could be. 

“Absolutely, if we win the next two games, it is a great trip,” Weegar 
nodded. “Washington and Carolina are two tough teams, both playoff 
teams. It’s not going to be easy, but I think we have the group in here to 
do it.” 

It’s historically been a good omen to be in a post-season perch at U.S. 
Thanksgiving, and the Flames woke up Thursday in the first wildcard slot 
in the NHL’s Western Conference with a 9-7-3 mark. 

As they hit the ice for an upbeat and up-tempo turkey day practice in 
D.C., they were feeling particularly thankful for backup netminder Dan 
Vladar, who swiped a point with a 38-save show-off in Wednesday’s 2-1 
shootout loss to the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

“Obviously, we’d like to have a better game in front of our goalie 
tomorrow,” said Flames forward Blake Coleman, looking ahead to a 
Black Friday faceoff with Alex Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals 
(Noon MT, Sportsnet/Sportsnet 960 The Fan). “But on the road, 
sometimes you have to find a way to grease out points and so far we’ve 
been able to do that a little bit.” 

The Flames started their travels with a loss in Tampa but rebounded for 
an emotional shootout triumph in Florida, a special affair for Weegar and 
Jonathan Huberdeau as they faced their old team for the first time. 

They bagged another two points in Philly, then snagged a single in the 
Steel City. 

Washington and Carolina — site of Saturday’s showdown with the 
Hurricanes — are the two remaining stops on this extended jaunt, which 

will ultimately span 11 nights in hotel beds and close to 10,000 km in the 
air. 

There have been plenty of positives along the way. 

“I think, to some degree, we’ve settled into some lines that we can work 
with and get familiar with,” said Coleman, who has been skating 
alongside Mikael Backlund and Huberdeau. “Our goaltending has been 
good. We still need to limit some chances against, high-danger 
especially, and maybe special teams can improve, but I think there have 
been a lot of stepping-stones. It’s going the right direction here, and 
these next two games are going to make-or-break our road-trip.” 

Indeed, five of a possible eight points is a nice start. 

However, five out a dozen won’t do. 

“We’re in a good spot to have a successful road-trip, but the last two 
games are going to be key to make sure that happens,” stressed Flames 
defence call-up Dennis Gilbert. 

“Play hard, play the right way and we should get the result that we want,” 
added alternate captain Chris Tanev, no worse for wear after several 
gutsy blocks against the Penguins. “But it’s that mentality that we need to 
have. We need to play like we did in the second and parts of the third (in 
Pittsburgh), where we pushed the play and were aggressive and we were 
up on their players.” 

While they seem to be trending upward, Weegar believes they’re capable 
of more. 

“I think we’re all kind of waiting on something great to happen,” he said 
after Thursday’s practice at Capital One Arena in Washington. “As a 
team, I think it’s now to take one more step forward and really push to be 
great, rather than being complacent with being good. 

“We’re getting points, which is a big thing. But in here, we all know the 
expectations are a little higher.” 
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Why the Flames still deserve benefit of the doubt as a Stanley Cup 
contender 

 

Julian McKenzie 

7-8 minutes 24/11/2022 

 

In September, it was a little surprising to hear Flames GM Brad Treliving 
say that the team’s goal was to make the playoffs. 

At the time, we deduced it was a way for Treliving to manage heightened 
expectations after a splashy offseason. Since then, head coach Darryl 
Sutter has reiterated those same ambitions for his club. Considering how 
the Flames have played to this point, not leaning into the preseason hype 
that was put upon them has proved to be a sage approach. 

It won’t stop some people from wondering about the Flames and whether 
or not they really are Stanley Cup contenders. But at least you can’t 
accuse Treliving or Sutter of overselling. 

Following a 2-1 shootout loss to Pittsburgh on Wednesday night, the 
Flames are in the first of two wild-card playoff spots on the morning of 
American Thanksgiving, an unofficial marker of sorts for NHL teams in 
determining whether or not they’ll make the playoffs. There are, of 
course, anomalies like the St. Louis Blues who had a losing record at 
Thanksgiving in 2018 and were dead last to start the 2019 calendar year 
before winning the Cup that summer. Last season, the Colorado 
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Avalanche occupied the second wild-card spot after starting the year 
slowly, riddled with injuries and COVID-19 cases, before winning it all. 

So far, the Flames haven’t reached the highs of last year’s team. They’ve 
accumulated 21 points, eight fewer than they did last year while also 
earning three fewer wins. The Flames also have a goal differential of 
minus-3 (one of five teams currently in, or tied, for a playoff position with 
a negative goal differential), and don’t have the same offensive quality 
that they boasted last year on their top line. 

Goaltenders Jacob Markstrom and Daniel Vladar are each coming off 
solid performances, but their statistics leave much to be desired. 
Markstrom’s save percentage is .889 with a 3.03 goals-against average 
and is tied for the fourth-most goals allowed by a goalie who has played 
a minimum of four games this season. Vladar’s numbers are only slightly 
better in fewer games. 

Despite those negatives, this team has still earned the benefit of the 
doubt when it comes to their postseason chances. MoneyPuck has the 
Flames with the sixth-best chances of making the playoffs — the best of 
any team currently in a wild-card spot — and the eighth-best chances at 
winning the Stanley Cup. Here’s a deeper look at why the Flames should 
still be looked at as a playoff team with aspirations beyond their current 
place in the standings. 

Roster on paper still resembles a playoff team 

It was the case when the season began and an uneven start hasn’t 
changed that: the Flames still have a playoff-worthy roster. Centre depth 
is heralded as a necessity for playoff teams and their top three centres in 
Elias Lindholm, Nazem Kadri and Mikael Backlund are more than 
suitable for that. The Flames’ defensive depth has been tested early with 
injuries but still has solid options in Rasmus Andersson, Noah Hanifin, 
MacKenzie Weegar and Nikita Zadorov, who has drawn rave reviews 
from Sutter. Markstrom and Vladar need to be better, but they’ve also 
had moments where they’ve shown that they can be. Jonathan 
Huberdeau might not be playing on a top line presently, but he’s still an 
elite forward who helps make the forward core look formidable. 

Markstrom, in particular, has made some quality saves in key moments 
despite not having the best numbers. There’s still time for him to regain 
the form that made him a Vezina finalist last season. 

Games, series and the Stanley Cup aren’t won on paper. But the Flames 
still look like a team that could make people believe they can win in the 
playoffs. 

Overcoming adversity early on  

The Flames didn’t have a losing streak longer than four games last 
season. According to ManGamesLost, the 2021-22 Flames suffered the 
fewest man-games lost with 92. Things went well for them until they ran 
into a second-round buzzsaw against the Oilers. In that series, Chris 
Tanev got hurt, Markstrom’s goaltending wasn’t up to par and the Oilers 
outscored their own problems en route to a series win. 

This year’s Flames team is overcoming significant roster changes and 
the struggles of establishing chemistry. Calgary has had its depth tested 
and called upon previously scratched players like Adam Ruzicka and 
call-ups like Dennis Gilbert. Let’s not forget the seven-game winless 
streak where the Flames blew leads and struggled against faster, 
younger teams, and went through a handful of teams in the Eastern 
Conference after spending most of the first month of the season at home. 

All the while, there was no rush to press the panic button. 

The Flames still need to improve in certain areas, but they have a roster 
that understands that regular seasons have their ebbs and flows. When 
asked about how the team has handled the early-season roller coaster 
after the Flames’ win over the Panthers last weekend, Weegar lauded 
the “character group” of players from the leadership core and beyond. 

“It’s not like we’ve been playing bad. Every game’s been close,” Weegar 
said. “Now, things are, hopefully, starting to click and get some bounces 
to come our way.” 

New players still need time to jell 

Weegar is still looking for his first goal with the Flames and only has five 
assists, but has otherwise been just fine playing on the second defence 
pair, whether with Tanev or Zadorov. Huberdeau has looked more like an 
engaged and productive player lately, but we didn’t expect it to come 
playing alongside Backlund and Blake Coleman. Kadri has been quiet 
over the last three games, but he got off to a great start and there have 
been otherwise no real issues about his placement in the lineup. 

It might not be at the level that some might want just yet, but the Flames’ 
new players certainly aren’t dragging the team down. As long as they’re 
not liabilities, the Flames can still be patient as they continue to settle in 
and adjust to Sutter’s system. 

Other teams are still figuring it out 

Not sure if you’ve noticed, but teams have been all over the place when it 
comes to streaking. The New Jersey Devils, whose fans booed coach 
Lindy Ruff at the start of the season, just had a 13-game winning streak 
snapped. The St. Louis Blues were seemingly already done for when 
they were on an eight-game losing streak. They are currently in the 
second wild-card spot in the Western Conference, tied with Minnesota, 
Edmonton and Nashville. 

While there is always room for a team like Seattle to continue playing 
above expectations and secure a playoff spot, the Flames are in a similar 
spot with a handful of teams with the potential to break out. 
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Flames prospect Matthew Phillips is still vying for NHL opportunity: Q&A 

 

Julian McKenzie 

6-7 minutes 23/11/2022 

 

If you hang around a Calgary bar or the Saddledome stands or go 
through some corner of Flames Twitter, you will inevitably hear a cry for 
Matthew Phillips to be given a chance in the NHL. 

Those calls aren’t necessarily without merit. The Calgary native has 
turned himself into a reliable scorer for the Flames’ AHL affiliate. He 
scored 31 goals with the Stockton Heat last season and is currently tied 
for the league lead in goals (11) through 15 games this year with the 
Calgary Wranglers. 

In an ideal world, Phillips probably gets an opportunity to prove his mettle 
in the NHL. He’s 24 and even using the term “prospect” is starting to 
become a bit of a stretch. But with the Flames, a roster with size, 
experience and mounting playoff expectations, there doesn’t appear to 
be room for him at the moment. The Flames have Andrew Mangiapane, 
Dillon Dube and Blake Coleman as their smallest players, at around 5-
foot-10 or 5-foot-11; Phillips is 5-foot-8. And even then, the Flames have 
younger prospects in Jakob Pelletier and Connor Zary who have also 
shown promise. 

It won’t keep him from trying, however. If he keeps producing in the AHL, 
it won’t stop fans from pleading their case. 

This week, The Athletic caught up with Phillips to discuss his season so 
far and his chances at trying to crack the Flames roster. 

This interview has been edited and condensed for clarity.  

What adjustments ahead of the season did you feel you needed to make 
to take your game to the next level? 
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I worked on my shot a lot in the summer, I think that’s something that I 
can always improve at. I definitely don’t have a hard shot. So, working on 
being a little more dangerous from further out on the ice. I think that just 
makes me more of a threat. But overall, I think, just trying to do the same 
things. I think I had a lot to build off last season and I kind of know how I 
need to play to have an impact. 

Was there anything you took from training camp, whether from Darryl 
Sutter or (Wranglers head coach) Mitch Love, that you’re hoping to apply 
to your game? 

The feedback I got from camp, more or less, is just kind of keep doing 
what you’re doing. I think they were pretty happy with what I showed in 
camp. I mean, we get constant feedback here. The coaching staff is kind 
of relentless in that aspect. We’re always working on things and finding 
stuff to get better at. So, definitely try not to get complacent and continue 
to get better. 

Can you explain what your offseason training is like? Where are you at? 
What are you doing? 

I’ve spent my summers here in Calgary. Since I got drafted, I’ve been 
training with Ryan Van Asten and the Flames’ strength staff. This was 
now, I think, my sixth or seventh summer doing it. They take great care of 
us, the training is top class and I think I had a really good summer. It was 
short, but I think that kind of allowed me to just jump right back into it. It 
wasn’t a really big time of rust or too much time away from the game or 
anything like that. So, it was a good summer and Ryan Van Asten has 
been great for me and in my offseason. 

I’m not sure how much you pay attention to it. But at least since I’ve been 
here, there’s been a lot of other fans wondering when is Matthew Phillips 
going to get a shot with the Calgary Flames. Do you notice that at all? 

It’s a Canadian market. It’s a hockey city. I’m now in my fifth year here, 
so I think people know what my game might be all about. I try not to think 
about that too much. There’s a lot that can change in the AHL and guys 
can go up and down. It’s cliche, but you do need to focus on the present 
day and what you’re doing and how you can get better and just kind of go 
from there. 

You’ve had the success that you’ve had (at the AHL level) but you’ve 
only played one NHL game. How does it feel knowing you’ve only had 
one real opportunity so far? 

I mean, at the time (that) was super exciting. And that was something 
that I worked really hard for. That will always be a special day for me. But 
I think everyone’s path is different. There’s certain situations where guys 
get called up and sometimes your job is to just keep doing what you’re 
doing in the AHL and see where that takes you. I know last year, I just 
kind of kept that momentum going (and) had a strong season. Our team 
had a really good year and guys are getting opportunities, but it’s 
something that you can’t really get too worked up about. I think you have 
to earn that spot and you can’t control whether you get a call or not. You 
kind of just have to do what you’re doing. I know that sounds super cliche 
and repetitive but it’s true. 

It seems as if at least you’re trying not to think too much about that. I 
mean, if I was in your shoes and was just looking at social media and 
thinking, “oh god, these people are saying they want me to play but I’m 
not getting that opportunity.” I know that would make me feel a way. 

Social media can be a bit of a dangerous thing. But you don’t want to get 
too caught up in that. I mean, everyone’s obviously entitled to their 
opinion. But, yeah, I want to play in the NHL just like anybody else. I’m 
doing my best to try to get there and show what I can do at this level to 
hopefully get a chance to the next level. But at the end of the day, you 
just need to focus on where you’re at. 

Do you feel encouraged at the fact that we’re starting to get away from 
the days where you absolutely have to be this massive player, and you’re 
seeing shorter guys like Brayden Point make names for themselves? 

Yeah, definitely. I think pro hockey would have been a lot harder for me 
20 years ago. But yeah, it’s encouraging. I mean, there’s plenty of small 
guys in the NHL that are top players on their team and put up numbers 
and teams rely upon them. So, it’s definitely a good thing for me being at 
my stature, but I kind of only know how to play one way. That’s what I’m 
focusing on. 
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Penguins defensemen Kris Letang, Jeff Petry give a new look on the 
power play 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

 

On Wednesday, during a 2-1 home shootout win against the Calgary 
Flames at PPG Paints Arena, Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman Kris 
Letang did something he had not done with great regularity since his 
earliest days as an NHL-er. 

He played with another defenseman on the team’s top power-play unit. 

The Penguins were 0 for 3 with power-play opportunities, with two of 
those sequences happening in regulation. Both scenarios saw the 
Penguins deploy a quintet with a composition they rarely have used in 
the past 12 years. 

Up front were forwards Sidney Crosby, Jake Guentzel and Evgeni 
Malkin. Joining them were Letang and fellow defenseman Jeff Petry. 

Both regulation power-play opportunities occurred in the first period, with 
the first one lasting only 48 seconds because of a mish-mash of penalties 
by both squads. The second power-play opportunity the Penguins saw 
lasted a full two minutes. During that span, they generated three shots on 
six attempts (including two shots and four attempts by the first unit) and 
offered some cause for optimism for coach Mike Sullivan. 

“The full power-play (opportunity) we got, I thought we did a real good job 
just as far as shooting the puck and getting pucks down to the net and 
trying to create some opportunities off of it,” Sullivan said. “We haven’t 
had an opportunity to get a lot of (repetitions), both in games or in 
practice, but I thought on that particular power-play (opportunity 
Wednesday), they had some pretty good looks at the net. And it started 
with just establishing the shot. If we can think more of just shooting the 
puck and converging, I believe our guys will create off of that. If the initial 
shot doesn’t go in the net, we’ve got some of the best guys in the league 
down by the net. I don’t think there are two better players in the league 
than Sid and Jake in and around the blue paint in their ability to create off 
a rebound.” 

Aside from specific situations late in games when they are protecting 
lead or the occasions injuries impact the lineup, the Penguins rarely have 
used two defensemen on the top power-play unit dating to Dan Bylsma’s 
tenure as coach. In fact, the last time it was the team’s default 
deployment was probably in the 2009-10 season, the final campaign of 
All-Star defensemen Sergei Gonchar’s tenure with the Penguins. He 
typically skated with Letang at that time. 

Since then, it’s mostly been four forwards and one defenseman, primarily 
Letang. 

“We actually did a try a little bit (with defenseman Paul Martin),” Letang 
said in reference to the 2011-12 season. “But most of the time, I had 
(forward James Neal, Malkin), Sid, (forward Steve) Sullivan. We’ve 
always kind of had four forwards. 
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“When I started, it was me, (Gonchar), Sid, (Malkin and forward Ryan 
Malone).” 

For most of the past four seasons, it’s been Letang, Crosby, Malkin and 
forward Bryan Rust. 

But with limited results on the man advantage in recent weeks, Rust was 
dropped to the second unit, and Petry was elevated. In their past 12 
games, the Penguins have four power-play goals on 34 opportunities 
(11.7%). 

“We’re trying to simplify,” Letang said. “We were not getting the results. 
Sometimes, you go back to the basics, and you simplify. You just shoot it 
and try to get some rebounds.” 

Petry’s presence on the unit has him manning the point while Letang has 
moved to the left flank primarily. Ideally, it allows the right-handed Letang 
to utilize a one-timer from that area of the ice. 

“He’s just got a good one-timer over there,” Guentzel said. “It’s nice 
having a righty over there where you can see it and get a one-timer off 
and whatnot. For Kris, he’s, obviously, really skilled, so you just try to get 
him the puck.” 

The one primarily distributing the puck to others in this configuration is 
Petry. 

“It’s a very talented group,” Petry said. “As of late, we’re trying to simplify 
things. Generating shots, that’s the thing that we’ve talked about. 
Generate some shots, and that opens up some plays. It’s, obviously, 
shoot when I have a chance but try to pull (defending players) over to 
give more time to (teammates) on the flanks and let them make their 
plays.” 

Ultimately, there is one play the Penguins want to stress with this 
deployment above all others. 

A goal. 

“Just tweaking things a little bit can be helpful when groups struggle, 
whether it’s power play or a line or a defense pair or whatever it might 
be,” Sullivan said. “Just making little tweaks that might jog a mindset or 
change the psychology of the group. Sometimes, that might breed some 
success. We’re going to explore a few different things and see if we can 
find something that can bring us more success than we’ve had to this 
point.” 
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How a few laid-back Penguins shrug off pregame routines — and steer 
clear of Sidney Crosby's superstitions 

 

Matt Vensel 

 

The local hockey club ranks highly in a few familiar categories, including 
goals per game and shots into an empty net. There is another the NHL 
doesn’t track. 

Unofficially, the Penguins might again be the league leaders in 
superstitions. 

Eating a pregame PB&J. Taping sticks at the exact same time. Avoiding 
the team soccer ball like it’s a grenade. Wearing the same jockstrap for 
years. Stick-handling on corporate logos. Top-secret handshakes with 
longtime teammates. 

And that’s just Sidney Crosby. 

“Trust me,” Chad Ruhwedel said. “There are plenty of guys. It’s not just 
him.” 

But a few stalls down from Sid in the dressing room, apparently by 
coincidence, sit a few teammates who all received multiple votes in a 
recent Post-Gazette poll that asked the Penguins to name the team’s 
least, we’ll say, routined player. 

They are Ryan Poehling, Jeff Carter, Brock McGinn and Kasperi 
Kapanen. And if there is something any of them absolutely has to do 
before the puck drops on game day, none of their teammates, including 
Crosby, have seemingly noticed. 

“You cross paths with guys who have similar [routines] to yours,” Crosby 
said. “You see them all the time so it sticks out to you. I see [Bryan Rust] 
and [Jake] Guentzel and [Brian Dumoulin] a lot before the game, just 
based on what we do.” 

So in a sport in which players are known for being a tad bit superstitious 
and many stick to a routine like clockwork, why do the aforementioned 
four buck the trend? We stopped by that stretch of real estate in the 
dressing room to find out. 

Poehling, a Penguins newcomer, previously played with his twin older 
brothers in high school then at St. Cloud State, where he enrolled a year 
early so he could skate with them again. He said his bros took their 
routines fairly seriously. 

“They were more dialed in than me,” he said with a smile. “They would 
hang out in the trainer’s room for the majority of the time and then they 
would do their own little warmup. But I would just kind of walk around and 
see what was going on.” 

Years later, Poehling still approaches game days pretty much the same 
way. 

Sure, he knocks out a pregame nap, as the vast majority of players do. 
Whenever he strolls into the arena on any given day, he only needs to do 
two things. 

One is his specific warmup routine, with “a lot of work” with exercise 
bands, two sets of squats and jump squats then some abdomen and 
shoulder activation. After the team meetings, Poehling will join the boys 
for a game of sewerball. 

“Then I just wait for the clock to go down,” he said. “I’ve never been 
superstitious, because sometimes things happen. Maybe you show up 
late. I’m almost scared to have a routine. Because if I can’t do it, then I’ll 
be screwed in the head.” 

Why doesn’t Kapanen have much of a routine? The winger simply 
shrugged. 

“My superstition is to kind of not have a superstition or a routine. 
Obviously, there are certain things that I do at a certain time. But that’s 
just everyday life,” he said. “Some guys are very superstitious and I just 
really haven’t caught on.” 

Giving it a little more thought, he expressed a sentiment similar to 
Poehling’s. 

Some players may view routines as a way to “control the controllables,” 
as coach Mike Sullivan likes to say. Meanwhile, psychologists believe 
they can help athletes feel more confident and in control heading into 
uncertain future events. 

Kapanen sees that the other way. He fears that if he were superstitious, 
he would worry about how he might play if he didn’t drive a particular 
route to the arena or tied his skates in the wrong order. Instead, he lets 
his body be his guide. 

“I just warm up what I need to warm up and stretch what I need to 
stretch,” he said. “If I feel good, then I won’t over-push myself and get too 
amped up or anything. Or some days I’ll feel sluggish, then I really need 
to get a good warmup in.” 

Pregame warmups out on the ice can be a whole different animal. Even if 
a player doesn’t have a strict pattern to follow, he must be aware of those 
who do. 
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The last thing a player wants to do is disrupt the decades-long routines of 
Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang. Last year, NHLers voted Crosby 
the league’s most superstitious player. But all three stars have their own 
signature quirks, such as Malkin always shooting one puck at the shoe of 
the team’s head athletic trainer. 

“I feel like even if you have no routine, being in this locker room long 
enough, you develop them,” Ruhwedel said. “Or you just abide to 
everybody else’s routines, so then it basically becomes your own, just by 
trying to stay out of the way.” 

McGinn signed with the Penguins in 2021 after spending six seasons 
with the Carolina Hurricanes, a group he said was “a little bit more 
laidback” in this regard. He laughed as he recalled how nervous he was 
his first few games here. 

“I didn’t skate too fast in warmups, just so I didn’t disrupt anything,” he 
joked. 

McGinn said he doesn’t stick to a strict routine in order to keep his mind 
“light.” 

McGinn has the same meal — chicken noodle soup and pasta with 
chicken and broccoli — before every pregame nap. He likes to tape his 
sticks before the team meetings and is a regular in the sewerball games, 
too. But that’s about it. 

“When I start overthinking things, I think too much on the ice,” he 
explained. 

Next to McGinn in the dressing room is Danton Heinen, who lands 
somewhere in the middle of the superstition spectrum. He has become 
more of a creature of habit after spending the last two years following 
Crosby’s lead. But it doesn’t bother him that Poehling, Carter, McGinn 
and Kapanen are relatively willy-nilly. 

“I don’t mind sitting here. Maybe it’s good for me,” he said with a big grin. 
“They’re laidback guys. Good guys to hang out with. I’m in a good wing 
down here.” 

McGinn understands why Heinen and others are a bit more obsessive on 
game days, even if that approach isn’t for him. Do what you need to do, 
he said. 

“Superstitions sometimes help guys get in the right mindset,” McGinn 
said. “I think everybody gets ready a different way and it’s just about what 
suits you best.” 
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A-Streaking They Will Go, But What Does it Mean? 

 

Shelly Anderson 

 

You can come up with whatever descriptive word you want – snowball, 
compile, amass, or the one that is often associated with sports, streak. It 
certainly applies to a bunch of NHL teams through around the first 
quarter of the season, and the Pittsburgh Penguins are no exception. 

Teams are stacking together wins or stacking together losses, 
sometimes one string after another, at a noticeable rate. 

What does that mean? 

“It just shows how even everyone is,” Penguins defenseman Marcus 
Pettersson offered Thursday after the team practiced at the UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex. 

The Penguins started 4-0-1, with visions of a Stanley Cup dancing in 
some people’s heads. Then came a seven-game skid (0-6-1) and some 

of those same people morphed into Scrooge. (That’s right, Christmas 
metaphors on Thanksgiving.) 

For those trying to keep up, they have followed that with their current 
four-game winning streak, including all the feel-good moments with 
Evgeni Malkin. 

Consider the Penguins’ opponent Wednesday. Calgary started 5-1-0, 
then went on an 0-5-2 slide, and now is 4-1-1 after the Penguins beat the 
Flames 2-1 in a shootout. 

Then there’s the Penguins’ opponent Friday in a national TNT game. The 
Philadelphia Flyers, racked by injuries, have lost eight straight (0-5-3), 
most recently a 3-2 overtime loss at Washington with Alex Ovechkin 
scoring the dagger. 

The Flyers are without Scott Laughton, Wade Allison, James van 
Riemsdyk and Sean Couturier, who are on IR, Cam Atkinson, who has 
not played this season, and Travis Konecny, who is expected to be out 
for more than a week. 

Even on a day like Thanksgiving, it seems likely that a plurality of 
Penguins fans would not feel sorry for the skidding Flyers for whatever 
reason – even if the Flyers might be feeling a little sorry for themselves. 

“At this point, we’re finding ways to lose,” Philadelphia defenseman Ivan 
Provorov said after the loss to the Capitals. “We’ve got to stop that.” 

That’s the thing with streaks, both winning and losing. They can be hard 
to explain, hard to either stop or keep going, depending on the flavor of 
the streak. 

“I think confidence goes into it,” Penguins winger Danton Heinen said. 
“When things are going well, you have that feeling in the (locker) room 
that you’re going to pull games out and that confidence that you’re going 
to play the right way and win games. 

“There’s no easy games, so it’s not easy to snap out of it. It is interesting 
to see that this year.” 

Pettersson also pointed out a couple other notable streaks so far this 
year that have stood out. New Jersey had its franchise-record 13-game 
winning streak snapped Wednesday by Toronto, and Vancouver endured 
a seven-game losing streak (0-5-2) to open the season. 

Hockey players – athletes in general – like to talk about not getting too 
high or too low emotionally during the season, but streaks can test that. 

“For sure, but it’s harder with the losses than the wins,” Pettersson said. 
“It’s such a long season, you’re going to try to stay on an even keel.” 

Or, as Penguins winger Brock McGinn succinctly put it, “Obviously, when 
you’re winning, things are a lot better, and when you’re losing it’s not.” 

Streaks also can induce that intangible feeling of a team being due. 

As in, a team on a skid is due to get a win, or a team reeling off wins is 
due to stumble. 

“Yeah,” Heinen said. “A lot times teams go on (losing) streaks and you’re 
not getting bounces. You might be playing well and it’s not going your 
way, and then there’s one game where everything will go in.” 

The Penguins, of course, are hoping that isn’t where the Flyers are at this 
point, and at the same time hoping they aren’t due for a letdown. 

“It can work both ways,” Heinen said. “Teams are hot, you’re expecting 
their best. Teams are struggling, you’re expecting their best, too, 
because they want to break out of it.” 

The Penguins are in the mode of not changing much because the hockey 
streak gods, if there are such things, have them on the more enjoyable 
side of the equation. 

“Just right now we’re trying to go out and play the same game every 
night, whoever we’re playing against, and I think we’re getting better as 
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we go along here, growing as a team and starting to dial in things that 
maybe we weren’t as dialed in on during the losing streak,” McGinn said. 
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4 Penguins Quarter-Mark Thoughts: Vague Trade Scuttle & Addition by 
Subtraction 

 

Dan Kingerski 

 

There is vague trade scuttle floating about that Pittsburgh Penguins GM 
Ron Hextall is looking into options … just like every other GM. However, 
for Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman to bring it up on his recent 32 Thoughts 
podcast probably means there’s a little more heat than average check-
ins. The Penguins’ stars are shining, the defensemen are turning around 
their seasons, and the bottom six lineup is significantly better with the 
less expensive configuration. 

A Happy Thanksgiving to everyone. Have a pile of stuffing (not dressing) 
for me. 

1. The Bottom Six shuffle, Kappy Out 

It’s not fun to beat up a player who is already down. That’s for Twitter 
folks, who seem to revel in the macabre only to add two more cents. 
However, the Penguins lost Kapanen’s last eight games (0-6-2). 

Ouch. 

There are no easy answers, or the Penguins would have applied them. 
Nothing was left to do but make Kapanen and his $3.2 million salary a 
healthy scratch. The Penguins are not only 4-1-0 since sending Kapanen 
for press box nachos, but they’ve been a different team. The Penguins 
have been a defensive-minded (Chicago notwithstanding) team that has 
gotten production from their bottom two lines. 

Brock McGinn was the third-line replacement for Kapanen on the Jeff 
Carter line, and the game is dramatically different. How many Grade A 
chances did the line have on Wednesday night? Five. They allowed 
none. ] 

The resurgent line has also benefitted from a better fourth line. Teddy 
Blueger, Josh Archibald, and Ryan Poehling have created offensive zone 
time to pass off to Sidney Crosby and defend the opponent’s top line, 
saving some wear and tear on Crosby. 

Gee willikers, Crosby has been filling the stat sheet and was the NHL’s 
No. 1 star. 

“That line has established an identity with our team, just as far as how we 
deploy them,” Sullivan said. “We have ultimate trust in that line and their 
ability to defend. They get a lot of (defensive)-zone starts to play against 
other teams’ top lines if we need them to, and they do a really good job 
for us. They chipped in offensively on this latest road trip, which is even 
more of a bonus.” 

It seems like Sullivan pulled the plug. Barring injury, Kapanen is a 
spectator; it’s a bewildering turnabout for a player whose rights were the 
subject of a trade bidding war. 

2. D-Men Rebound Bodes Very, Very Well 

The defensemen were a bit of a mess during their seven-game winless 
streak. Trainwreck might be more apt. Brian Dumoulin was getting 
beaten like a rented mule. Jeff Petry often zigged when he should have 
zagged. Kris Letang was making more errors. 

Marcus Pettersson is the standout defenseman and is on the top pairing. 
Who saw that coming? 

Pettersson’s confident emergence, combined with Petry jelling, and 
Dumoulin is working the third-pair role well with Jan Rutta. Sullivan and 
associate coach Todd Reirden have created a stout defensive corps. 

On Wednesday night, Dumoulin and Rutta were able to keep Calgary out 
of the crease. Tristan Jarry saw more shots and made more saves. 

Just like the bottom six, the Pittsburgh Penguins’ pieces of the puzzle 
were there. Sullivan had to figure out where those pesky corner pieces 
go. 

It may not be praiseworthy in a few months. The foundation seems a little 
shaky, but it’s very good for now. 

3. How Much Fun are Crosby and Malkin? 

Sidney Crosby’s game is not the same as it was five years ago. Ever the 
tactician and hockey mind, he’s figured it out. Crosby and Jake Guentzel 
are even more dynamic than before. They’re making no-look passes on a 
nightly basis, finding passing lanes that don’t exist and filling the net. 

Evgeni Malkin is resurgent. Yes, there’s always the nod to the ever-vocal 
minority of fans who bring the drop passes to nowhere. He does it, yep. 
He is also dancing through defenders, pouncing on loose pucks like he 
badly wants them, and serving scoring chances to Jason Zucker like a 
truck stop waitress dishes eggs and bacon. 

There’s a constant stream, and it looks amazing. 

Malkin is moving better. His confidence with the puck and within the 
game plan is high, too. He’s playing 200 feet. Go figure. 

3A: Hello, Jason Zucker. 

Zucker is also — finally — exploding on the scoring sheet. He’s healthy, 
and he’s producing. His point-per-game total has dropped to just below 
the mark with the recent defensive battles, but Zucker is reading Malkin 
and ripping shots from between the dots. He and Bryan Rust are also 
devil dogs on puck retrieval. 

If only Zucker’s shot were harder, eh Jagr? 

Dave Molinari asked the question — should the Penguins re-sign Zucker 
now? 

The Penguins have not lost a game in regulation (7-0-1), with Rickard 
Rakell playing with Crosby and Rust playing with Malkin. 

Hat tip to fans who were bonkers over the early switch away from those 
tandems. You had it right. 

4. Mike Sullivan is Just Fine 

There was some chatter from league sources: Mike Sullivan is done, and 
“his bag of tricks is empty.” He’s become too trusting, too chummy with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins’ star players, and could not effectively discipline 
them. 

There was a litany of theories, and the longer that winless streak dragged 
on, the more plausible those whispers became. 

However, even the PK is back in the 80% range. 

It seems the reports of Sullivan’s demise were greatly exaggerated. 

The Penguins are still missing some ingredients. They could use another 
spark plug and some jam. The team never seems more than one exhale 
away from another skid, but putting together a team without much 
freshness will do that. If Hextall is shopping on the NHL trade market, 
there’s the starting point. 

No, we’re not going to rehash the offseason moves, not even signing 
Kapanen, though I suspect some of you are already typing. The 
Penguins’ quarter mark has been a wild ride of steep highs and 
cavernous lows. It’s better to rise at this point of the season rather than 
sink. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 11.25.2022 
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NHL prospects I was wrong about, 2022 edition: Corey Pronman looks 
back 

 

Corey Pronman 

12-15 minutes 25/11/2022 

 

I am very much not perfect, especially when it comes to giving my 
opinions on the future of teenage hockey players. I make a lot of 
mistakes, and I will continue to do so in the future. 

Therefore, every year I look at some key player evaluations I got wrong. 
I’m not just looking to provide a chuckle to my readers — I’m looking to 
take away key lessons and share them with the audience. 

There are two criteria I use to define a mistake. The first is it must be a 
mistake you can learn from. If all the information points in one direction at 
the time of an evaluation and there’s no convincing argument that I 
missed something essential at the time, then it might just be chalked up 
to the inherent high rate of error involved in projecting teenagers. 

The second is the magnitude of the error. If I project a player as a third-
pair defenseman and now he’s a second, that’s not really worth 
discussing in this forum. 

Why am I listing these two players on different NHL teams together? 
Miller and Samuelsson were on the same U.S. NTDP team, in the same 
draft year, and have similarities in their styles of play, so I thought it 
made sense to talk about them collectively even if I have Miller rated a 
decent amount higher as a player. 

I wasn’t particularly high on both players going into their draft and even a 
year or two after it. I just saw big defenders who skate well with some 
physicality, and I thought they were heading for an NHL third pairing if 
they made it. That couldn’t have been more off. Both look like quality top-
four defensemen and Miller was an absolute rock in the playoffs for the 
Rangers last spring. 

While neither of them will be true PP1 types in the NHL, I underrated 
their offensive potential. Miller has skill and a big point shot, while 
Samuelsson is smart enough to provide secondary offense on his outlets 
and blue-line play. 

In general though, over the last few years I’ve felt I’ve systematically 
undervalued big, mobile, physical defensemen like those two in favor of 
smaller players with a flashier toolkit. I’m going to need to recalibrate that 
going forward, given how few of the latter type of players play major 
minutes on a blue line. 

Sean Durzi, RHD, Los Angeles 

When I saw Durzi as a junior I thought his hockey sense was excellent. 
He made so many tough plays with the puck, displaying high-end vision 
on his outlets and in the offensive zone. It was a clear NHL puck game, 
but I thought his skating wasn’t NHL caliber to go with an average-size 
frame. I saw a fine prospect, but you see so many average-sized, 
average-skating players in junior with good offense who go straight to the 
AHL and never leave. I didn’t see a guy who could defend as a pro and 
was going to have good, but not incredible offense. I may have even 
dinged him for going back to the CHL as an overage despite him being 
young for the AHL as a late birthdate. I saw a likely AHLer who would 
maybe get a couple NHL games. 

Since then, Durzi has made the NHL and has shown he can help a team 
at that level. He played 22 minutes a night in the playoffs for the Kings 
last spring. His skating and defending still don’t inspire, but that excellent 
hockey IQ has allowed him to help an NHL team and make plays at that 
level. Super smart defensemen are always highly enticing, and while not 

every one of them makes it with so-so athletic traits, I should have bet 
more on a defenseman with hockey sense who looks different than other 
players. 

Kaiden Guhle, LHD, Montreal 

Guhle was a player as a junior whose physical tools jumped at you. He 
was this big, rangy defenseman who had excellent gap control and was 
highly physical. Forwards didn’t get by him and he regularly punished 
those who tried. I saw all of this, but I was quite hung up on his offense. I 
saw a guy who was just OK with the puck, when I watched his Prince 
Albert team he was at times not on the first power-play unit, and I just 
didn’t see him make many plays with the puck. 

Even if all that was true, and I still think it mostly is to this day, he didn’t 
have zero offense. Guhle still scored 11 goals and 40 points in 64 WHL 
games. That’s been an adjustment to my process I’ve made after Guhle, 
Samuelsson, Miller and other similar cases over the last few years where 
I’ve been underrating the big defensemen and overrating the smaller 
ones. For the big, mobile, physical defensemen, if they even have some 
offense, that’s enough, given all the great things they can do defensively 
and in transition. You saw a first glimpse of this change in my process in 
the first 2023 NHL Draft list I put out. 

I thought Guhle was just a third-pair defenseman in the NHL but it’s clear 
he has the ability and competitiveness to be a good top-four guy for a 
long time. 

Janis Moser, LHD, Arizona 

Almost a little more than a year after being drafted, Moser is playing half 
the game for his NHL club. Yes, it’s on a thin Coyotes roster, but it’s still 
impressive nevertheless, especially for a guy who I listed as “having a 
chance to play” in his draft year. Part of how good Moser has become so 
quickly was his age — he was drafted in his third eligible season. I don’t 
know if there was evidence that he would become such an important 
player for his club right away, but in his draft year, Moser was very good 
versus men. He captained his NLA team playing a major role and then 
went to the world championships for Switzerland as a 20-year-old and 
more than held his own. Moser went undrafted two times because he 
was, and still is, a so-so skater. But he proved over time versus pros that 
he was so smart and competitive with decent enough size to overcome 
those skating issues. Given what he showed in that third draft-eligible 
season at high levels of competition, he should have been rated higher. 

NHL prospects I rated too high 

Cody Glass, C, Nashville 

I was way off on Glass. I had him rated as one of the best players in the 
2017 NHL Draft and he’s basically struggled to stay in an NHL lineup 
since then. The error isn’t as frustrating to me as why I made it. I saw a 
lot of skill in Glass’ game and loved his playmaking and hockey IQ, 
especially for a big center. But truth be told there were times I watched 
him and wasn’t over the moon about him because his game could lack 
pace and energy, and scouts I was talking to were questioning whether 
his game would work as a pro. It seems ridiculous to say, especially 
since I’ve never been shy to express my (at times wildly off) opinions, but 
I almost felt I was following the crowd a bit on Glass, who at the time was 
universally rated as a top prospect in the draft and was a top scoring 
player in the WHL. I especially thought after his U18 world 
championships in his draft season, where he laid an egg, that he didn’t 
look like an overly special player. 

An NHL scout friend of mine once told me the biggest mistakes he and 
his team have made are following the crowd and putting a player “where 
he belongs” on their list even if they aren’t passionate about the player. 
This is a lesson I learned with Glass. I’ve learned to trust my gut a lot 
more in the last few years when I can tell a slotting feels off. 

Jesse Ylonen, RW, Montreal 

Ylonen was a tough case for me. I rated him quite highly in his draft year 
as a top-20 prospect. I thought he was such an excellent skater, with a 
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high skill level who had the ability to break open a shift. I remember 
watching him as an underage at the U18 worlds and being blown away 
by his talent. His draft year was solid but not as impressive. He played 
second division pro in Finland, a league that doesn’t historically produce 
NHL players, and posted good numbers but didn’t exactly light it up. 

I still rated him that highly due to the natural talent he had, even if his 
game lacked physicality and effort at times and scouts had questions 
about whether the way he plays would translate to the big league. I 
remember talking to an NHL executive about Ylonen at the time who said 
he would be hesitant to rate a player with his production that high unless 
“the toolkit was simply off the charts.” It wasn’t for Ylonen — it was very 
good, but not of that level. It was too aggressive a rating, and I learned to 
try not to fall in love with dynamic traits so easily if they’re not leading to 
actual results. 

Dominik Bokk, RW, Carolina 

This one is a massive whiff. I loved Bokk in his draft year. I thought he 
was a dynamic offensive talent who had a chance to be an upper-
echelon player in the draft. Yes, his production for a draft-eligible in 
Sweden’s junior league wasn’t all that amazing, and yes, when he went 
to play with Germany’s U20 team, his compete level wasn’t very good 
and he laid an egg at the world juniors B pool. But look at the skill (is 
what I thought)! He had so much skill. Bokk’s junior games were like 
watching one-man highlight reels at times. This was a humbling one, an 
example of the limits of looking at pure offensive talent, and learning to 
consider a player’s effort level and ability to play up levels, more 
importantly. 

Ryan Merkley, RHD, San Jose 

Merkley has had a lot of discussion and noise surrounding him over the 
last few years. This is what his case boiled down to: He’s an elite passer 
who skates well, but not incredibly, and he’s a small defenseman who 
doesn’t compete that well. I still rated him very highly because of that skill 
and particularly the passing ability. He would make unique plays that few 
others could make at a high rate. I still think he’s a solid prospect and he 
has about 40 NHL games already, but the offense hasn’t been there as a 
pro like I thought it would be. You combine that with the fact that there 
aren’t many 5-foot-11 defensemen in the NHL who are subpar defenders 
and it’s clear I overshot on Merkley. 

Connor McMichael, C, Washington 

McMichael is a funny case for me because at one point I wasn’t a fan. I 
didn’t have him rated as a first-round pick going into his 2018 draft and 
then in the seasons after I jacked up his prospect rating into a true top-
tier player. I was likely wrong in both instances, and the truth was 
probably in the middle! I always respected that he had skill, sense and 
goal-scoring ability, but the debate on McMichael has always revolved 
around his skating, especially for his size. I initially thought it was bad 
enough to potentially keep him out of the league, which was probably a 
little harsh, but then I thought he was so dynamic offensively that it 
wouldn’t be much of an issue, which was probably too ambitious and I 
overshot the offense a bit. He’s a hard worker, but the lack of footspeed 
will likely keep him from becoming a true impact pro, although I think with 
time as he matures physically he’ll still be a good NHL player. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, C, Carolina 

Kotkaniemi’s a player whose stock kept going up as his draft season 
progressed. I think our minds usually associate those cases with players 
who tend to be highly successful, but this was a case of a stock that 
probably shouldn’t have gotten that high. Kotkaniemi was always highly 
intriguing as a big center with very good skill and vision, but he never put 
up huge numbers really at any level or tournament. His stock reached an 
apex following the 2018 U18 worlds, where Finland won a gold medal; he 
was their No. 1 center and played excellently. Even during his great play 
there were still concerns over his skating, and he was still third on the 
team in scoring. I still see a very good player who can be a legit middle-
of-the-lineup center for a while, but I had him rated as a top-five pick, and 

there was likely too much recency bias built into that. I should have 
focused on his pure toolkit and overall track record. 
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NHL99: Mats Sundin replaced the most popular Maple Leaf and became 
one of the best 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Jonas Siegel 
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Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Wendel Clark was shooting a Cheerios commercial in Mississauga the 
day he found out the Maple Leafs had traded him for Mats Sundin. 

Cell phones weren’t a thing in 1994, “so nobody knew how to get a hold 
of me when they were trading me,” he said. 

Clark was the Leafs’ blue-collar Canadian captain at the time, and 
arguably their most popular player. He was coming off a 46-goal season, 
the best of his career, and a second straight trip to the conference finals. 

Sundin was young and Swedish. He was slick and skilled. He was 
everything Clark was not. 

It was late June, draft day in the NHL. Clark stopped for gas at the Esso 
station across from the old Molson Brewery in downtown Toronto. 

“So I turned the radio on there to see who we drafted,” Clark recalled. 
“That’s when I heard I got traded.” 

Almost 30 years later, the trade for Sundin — the trading of Clark — was 
indisputably a stroke of brilliance from then-Leafs general manager Cliff 
Fletcher. It’s arguably one of the great trades in NHL history, landing the 
Leafs a franchise cornerstone, heir apparent to Doug Gilmour and, 
according to The Athletic, No. 61 on the list of the top 100 players of the 
modern era of the NHL. 

And yet, trading for Sundin was initially reviled in Toronto because it 
meant losing Clark. 

“This isn’t April 1. This has got to be April 1. This is a joke,” Don Cherry, 
the game’s most influential media voice at the time, remarked to the 
Toronto Star when told of the deal. “I hope somebody’s kidding me that 
you would trade Clark for Mats Sundin.” 

“A lot of people in Toronto should be up in arms,” Cherry said. 

The full deal went like this: 

To Toronto: Sundin, Garth Butcher, Todd Warriner and a first-round pick 
that became defenseman Nolan Baumgartner. 

To Quebec: Clark, Sylvain Lefebvre, Landon Wilson and a first-round 
pick that became Jeff Kealty. 

But really, the core of the deal was Sundin for Clark. The big, white-collar 
Swede for the bluest of blue-collar Canadian players. 

It quickly became a heist in the Leafs’ favor. 

Clark would play only 37 games for the Nordiques before he was dealt 
again for Claude Lemieux (in what became a win for the then-Colorado 
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Avalanche). Sundin went on to play 14 years with the Leafs, becoming 
the franchise’s all-time leader in goals and points and a Hall of Famer. 

He was named the franchise’s fifth-greatest player during the team’s 
centennial celebration in 2016. 

Even Clark, all these years later, will freely acknowledge Fletcher’s 
genius, his foresight, not to mention the gutsiness of dealing a player as 
beloved as he was in Toronto. 

“He’s trading for a guy that’s gonna be the No. 1 centerman for the next 
15 years,” Clark told The Athletic. “And he’s giving up a good power 
forward, but he’s giving up a power forward that’s 27 for a 23-year-old 
guy that’s gonna be a horse.” 

“Maybe it didn’t make the team better the next year,” Clark added of the 
Leafs, who lost in the first round of Sundin’s first season. “But for a 15-
year window, they had a No. 1 centerman that was top five in the game. 
And what are teams always looking for in any era?” 

Sundin had been the No. 1 overall pick in the 1989 draft. 

He was only two seasons removed from a monster 47-goal, 114-point 
season for the Nordiques, playing alongside Joe Sakic. 

Quebec, however, had missed the playoffs for the sixth time in seven 
seasons. The Nordiques subsequently fired GM Pierre Page in May and 
replaced him with Pierre Lacroix, a former player agent who had never 
been a GM in the NHL. 

It was Lacroix who decided to move Sundin, passing on a future 
(possibly for financial reasons) that could have included Sakic, Sundin 
and Peter Forsberg, who had joined the Nordiques in the infamous Eric 
Lindros trade. 

For Fletcher, the move was about the future. 

“I admire and respect what Wendel Clark has done for the Leafs,” 
Fletcher told The Globe and Mail after the trade went down. “But Mats 
Sundin is only 23 years old. It will be a great transition in three or four 
years when Doug Gilmour is not there anymore.” 

He added: “Mats will be an impact player for the next 10 years.” 

Just how much of a heist was it in the end for the Leafs? 

“Good” NHL data only goes back to 2007-08, so it’s very difficult to know 
exactly how good either player was at the time of the trade and after. But 
we can estimate it using Hockey Reference’s point shares. 

It’s not perfect, but for forwards it does the trick. 

At the time of the trade, Clark and Sundin held comparable value. Over 
the previous three seasons, Clark was averaging 2.3 wins per 82 games. 
Sundin was averaging 2.2 wins. That’s pretty comparable, but the big 
difference-maker was age. Sundin was only 23 when he was traded to 
Toronto, just about to enter his prime. Clark was 27 going on 28, with 
some hard city miles already placed on his body, just about to exit his. 

Their value wouldn’t be close for long. 

By point shares, Clark played six more seasons and was worth just six 
wins over the remainder of his career. Clark was worth just 1.25 wins per 
82 games on average, but also averaged only 55 games per season. It 
wasn’t just that he lost value after leaving Toronto; he also struggled to 
stay healthy. 

As for Sundin, it took less than three seasons for him to match Clark’s 
remaining six wins, putting up 1.8 in 47 games in 1994-95, 3.0 in 1995-
96, and 3.9 in 1996-97. He played 10 more seasons after that, only 
running up the score further. The career timeline for each player 
illustrates that pretty succinctly. 

What it also illustrates is just how incredibly consistent Sundin was for 
Toronto. Year-in, year-out he could be counted on to provide somewhere 
between three to four wins per season. That may not be MVP-caliber, but 
it’s a consistently elite level that Sundin managed for an extremely long 

time. He was that good from the get-go in Toronto and held that level for 
the entirety of his 13-season tenure with the Leafs. Sundin had just two 
seasons below the three-win threshold, but both were close enough: 2.7 
wins in 2000-01 and 2.6 wins in 2006-07. 

On average, Sundin was worth 3.3 wins per 82 during his 13 seasons 
with the Leafs, an incredible run of longevity that made the team a playoff 
contender in almost every season he was with the team. 

His consistency during that time was by far his best asset and pretty 
unparalleled during his era. From 1994-95 to 2007-08, Sundin had 11 
seasons played at a three-win pace or higher. Only Jaromir Jagr and 
Sakic could say the same. Bring the threshold down to 2.5 wins and it’s 
13 straight seasons for Sundin, something matched only by Jagr. 

That led to a fairly lofty total value by Sundin, who was worth 39.5 wins 
during his 13 seasons as a Leaf. During that stretch, he ranked fifth in the 
league in total value, behind only Jagr, Nicklas Lidstrom, Teemu Selanne 
and Sakic. 

Yeah, it’s pretty safe to say the Leafs won the trade. 

None of the apparent foresight of the deal made it an easy sell in 
Toronto. Far from it. Clark was that popular. 

The Leafs were trading their farm-tough, mullet-wearing, mustachioed 
power forward who wasn’t afraid of anyone; the player picked first by the 
club in the 1985 draft; the winger who stacked up goals and penalty 
minutes aplenty over nine seasons in Toronto; the captain who scored 19 
goals and 36 points in 39 playoff games over the previous two seasons 
— they were trading him for this guy? 

The late Peter Zezel, a teammate of Clark’s at the time, told The Star that 
he was “shocked” by the deal. 

“I’m really sort of numb right now,” Bill Berg, another Leaf teammate, told 
the paper. “When you think of the Maple Leafs, you think of Wendel 
Clark.” 

Fletcher, in a conversation with The Globe, said he was “very 
apprehensive” about trading Clark. 

“I love Wendel Clark,” Fletcher said. “But, unfortunately, I’m paid to make 
those decisions which lead to making us a better hockey club.” 

Sundin was just about to set off for a hiking trip with family in northern 
Sweden when news of the deal reached him. “I was surprised that people 
were so shocked at first that Wendel Clark was traded to Quebec,” he 
told Expressen, a Swedish outlet. “I will do my best to show them I’m 
good as well and to be popular as well.” 

Sundin promised he would give Leafs fans “110 percent effort.” (Multiple 
attempts to reach Sundin for this story were unsuccessful.) 

Clark would return to the Leafs in 1996 and see first-hand what made 
Sundin so great, and so perfectly suited to thrive in spite of all the 
controversy after the trade. 

“No matter what you threw at him, he just came out and played and was 
your team’s best player,” Clark said. “He didn’t go with what people were 
thinking. He doesn’t get fazed. He would continually come out and have 
your 85-point year every year.” 

What made Sundin so special, in Clark’s estimation, was the combination 
of size and skill. Sundin was gigantic, really, at 6-feet-5 and 230 pounds. 
(For comparison’s sake, Auston Matthews is listed at 6-foot-3, 208 
pounds.) 

He was too big, too strong for even the peskiest of gnats to slow him 
down. And yet, he was graceful too. 

Clark saw him as among the first in a new wave of skill players. 

Before the mid-1990s, Clark observed, finesse players tended to be on 
the smaller side — 6-feet at best, and under 200 pounds. 
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“They were all 185, 190 tops,” he said, pointing to Wayne Gretzky as the 
preeminent example. 

“Well now you got this skill coming in that’s 6-3, 225,” Clark said. “So it’s 
not that they have to throw (their body) around, but the guys that do 
throw (their body) around don’t affect them. Because, I’m as strong as 
you are, I can take it.” 

Added Clark of Sundin, “There’s only one stronger Swede that I know of 
and that’s Börje Salming.” 

Sundin was called the “big weed” by teammates. He was impossible to 
miss that way. 

“Mats, he was just a horse,” Clark said. “A lot of times, his strength would 
make it look easy, because it didn’t look like there was a lot of effort. But 
as a player you’d go to try to do what he just did and you’d go, ‘My gosh, 
that was hard.’ And he had a really good shot. And I don’t know if people 
realized how well he could shoot a puck. … It was a heavy shot.” 

Sundin scored 564 goals in his career, tied for 24th in NHL history. He’s 
the only player in Leafs history to pot 400. 

Teammates dubbed his famous backhand “The Davey Keon” because it 
was old school. 

It didn’t seem to matter who Sundin’s linemates were over the years — 
Jonas Hoglund, Gary Valk, Igor Korolev, Steve Thomas, Sergei Berezin 
— he delivered consistently. And it didn’t feel like an accident when 
wingers like Hoglund suddenly had career years by his side. 

It wasn’t until 2001 that the Leafs finally got him an All-Star-caliber 
linemate in Alexander Mogilny. 

Sundin reached two Eastern Conference finals with the Leafs. He 
produced almost a point per game in the playoffs — 70 in 77 — for the 
franchise. 

He replaced Gilmour as captain in 1997 and held the honor with grace for 
the next decade. 

Clark heard a rumor that Sundin sought Salming’s advice before 
accepting the captaincy. Salming had been offered the captaincy once, 
the story went, and declined. 

Salming told Sundin to take it. It was too big an honor to turn down. 

The Leafs’ captain for three seasons himself, Clark says Sundin was 
adored by his teammates. He was thrilled more by his teammates’ 
success than his own. He led quietly, by example. 

“A lot of times the people think, Oh, look at that, the restaurant bought 
the team the meal. No, they didn’t. Your captain picked it up. He just 
didn’t tell anybody,” Clark said. 

Sundin and Clark both have banners hanging in the rafters of Scotiabank 
Arena. 

Oddly, it took trading Clark, maybe the most popular player the franchise 
has ever had, for the Leafs to land Sundin, maybe the best player the 
franchise has ever had. The initial sting of the trade was quickly erased 
as Sundin established himself as a legend in his own right. 

“It’s a huge trade,” Clark said. “Mats was unbelievable, what he did for 
our organization.” 
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NHL Power Rankings: 32 stats. One for every team 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille 
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Thursday was American Thanksgiving, an important day on the NHL 
calendar. It’s when the season is one-quarter done and when the playoff 
race really starts becoming meaningful. It’s when small sample sizes 
become actual trends to watch. 

It’s also a day free from games on the NHL schedule, which gave us 
some extra time to dig deeper. Dom usually does that every two weeks 
with ‘16 Stats,’ but because we’re so thankful for you, our beloved and 
loyal readers, we’ve decided to double the fun this week. Twice as many 
stats! 32 Stats! 

Every team ranked, one stat for every team. Let’s go. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 17-3-0 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

We could start with the most important stat for the league’s best team: 
odds of winning the Stanley Cup. The Bruins rank first at the moment at 
22 percent and that shouldn’t be a shock for anyone who has watched 
them run over the league — with and without Brad Marchand and Charlie 
McAvoy. 

But there’s one subtle key to Boston’s dominance, one that started last 
season: splitting up The Perfection Line. That’s not possible without Jake 
DeBrusk’s emergence, which has allowed Boston to run two dominant 
lines, creating arguably the league’s best top six. 

DeBrusk was put on Boston’s top line in late February last season and 
since then has looked like a changed man offensively. In 32 games last 
year he scored 16 goals and 25 points and has kept that pace up this 
year with 16 points in 19 games. In 51 games on the top line, DeBrusk 
has 23 goals and 41 points — a 37-goal, 66-point pace. Not bad at all. 

The Bruins are 17-3-0 this year, but they were also 22-9-1 in their final 32 
games last year with DeBrusk on the top line. Is 39-12-1 good? 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 16-4-0 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

The Devils’ 13-game win streak was snapped Wednesday night, so let’s 
marvel a bit at their numbers during that streak. 

Goals Percentage: 74.8 (1st) 

Goals For: 3.64 (1st) 

Goals Against: 1.22 (1st) 

Expected Goals Percentage: 61.5 (1st) 

Expected Goals For: 3.33 (2nd) 

Expected Goals Against: 2.09 (2nd) 

Power Play Goals: 9.61 (9th) 

Power Play Expected Goals: 9.36 (6th) 

Penalty Kill Goals Against: 7.26 (11th) 

Penalty Kill Expected Goals Against: 6.23 (5th) 
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The Devils were dominant in every inch of the ice during every game 
situation. That’s very hard to do over 13 games and they’ve more than 
deserved their record. The Devils started the season with a 43 percent 
chance at making the playoffs. That’s above 99.5 percent now, the 
largest increase of any team. It would take an absolutely catastrophic 
collapse for this team to miss after this start — and what they’ve shown 
from this start. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 16-4-1 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Last year, Alex Pietrangelo seemed ready to bounce back. It’s not that 
his first year in Vegas was bad, per se — it just wasn’t $8.8 million AAV 
good. The Golden Knights signed him to be a Norris-tier, No. 1 guy. 
Season No. 2 was nothing great either, featuring him playing huge 
minutes for a team that seemed cursed from the outset. In any case, two 
straight years of “whatever” is more than a blip on the radar, and certainly 
reason enough to stop assuming a return to form. That’s what 
Pietrangelo has done, though. He’s at a point per game, and Vegas is 
controlling better than 62 percent of expected goals with him on the ice. 
That’s tops among regular defensemen not on the Devils. What we’ve 
got here is a legitimately great season (so far) from a player with major 
pedigree. Sound like a Norris finalist to anyone else? 

4. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 12-5-3 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Jason Robertson is tied for the league lead in GSVA. He’s on a 13-game 
point streak and is tied for the league lead in goals. 

Nobody should be all that surprised by that, though, so we’re going to 
drop another set of numbers here; Jamie Benn has 19 points in 11 
games since Nov. 1 with an actual goals rate of 70 and an expected rate 
of 55. If that sticks — if Dallas gets legit, sustained production from Benn 
and Tyler Seguin — the Stars are going to have themselves a fun 
season. 

5. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 11-6-1 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

When the Avs spent three mid-round picks and about $10 million on 
Alexander Georgiev after a rough season behind Igor Shesterkin, there 
were two reasons to like the deal. First, playing behind a Vezina winner is 
probably tougher than we realize. Second, Colorado has turned into a 
goalie haven. Lo and behold, Georgiev is holding up his end of the 
bargain (.929 save percentage, 5.9 GSAx) and then some. He and Pavel 
Francouz have helped Colorado’s skaters outrun a sluggish start to their 
Stanley Cup defense. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 11-5-5 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 9 

The Leafs lost yet another overtime game this week with what might 
have been some of the worst puck management the format has ever 
seen — and we’ve watched a lot of overtime hockey to make that claim. 
Toronto has been a three-on-three disaster this year and it’s difficult to 
pinpoint which stat encapsulates the team’s struggles best. Here are a 
few. 

In seven minutes of three-on-three action so far the Leafs have given up 
four goals. They’ve only taken three shots on net. 

Those four goals equate to 33.3 goals against per 60, well above the 
previous league high of 18.4 and Toronto’s average of 7.0 over the 
previous six seasons. 

The same goes for the team’s expected goals against of 12.1 per 60, 
again, above the previous league high of 9.3, and nearly double the 
team’s usual chances allowed of 6.4. 

The Leafs have been a bit unlucky in overtime this season, sure, but they 
have also been historically bad in the extra frame. It’s unlike them, but 
they’ve deserved their losses there so far. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 11-7-1 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

At what point are we allowed to mention that Victor Hedman has a 47-
percent expected goals rate and that his 3.45 expected goals against per 
60 is the 12th worst mark in the league? 

This could just be a shaky stretch for one of the best defensemen of all 
time. It could be Hedman not being 100 percent after an injury earlier this 
year. It might just be having to carry Cal Foote around for nearly half his 
minutes. It might also be having to play tougher minutes without Ryan 
McDonagh around. 

Maybe it’s all of the above. 

In any sense, Hedman’s results so far aren’t very Hedman-like. The 
Lightning are still on a 99-point pace and could improve further once 
Hedman picks up his game — but it’s still a worrying start to the season. 

8. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 11-6-1 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 6 

We’re at two straight weeks’ worth of compliments for the Jets. Since 
Nov. 1, they’re fourth in the league in expected goals percentage at 55.1 
percent as they start to generate plenty of chances offensively and limit 
them the other way. 

Sure, the Wild stomped them on Wednesday night, but they’re in the 
process of answering a whole bunch of questions in a way that should 
make folks in Winnipeg very pleased. Elite five-on-five play behind 
Connor Hellebuyck? Yep, that’d work. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 10-6-4 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 7 
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As the Hurricanes fight through a run of rough goaltending, it’s probably 
more worth noting that Jesperi Kotkaniemi has three points in 20 games 
and the worst expected goals percentage on the roster. When is it time to 
start worrying about that contract? Kotkaniemi is 22. This is his fifth NHL 
season. At some point, the production has to live up to the price. He’s 
been worth exactly zero wins so far this season. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 11-5-3 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Thanks in part to Martin Jones, there are Kraken skaters going on a PDO 
(on-ice shooting percentage plus save percentage) bender. Imagine that. 
At the top of the list is Morgan Geekie, who through 16 games, 
somehow, was above 120. The full season record is around 108. He got 
there with a 24.0 percent on-ice shooting percentage, a .985 save 
percentage and personally scoring on 33 percent of his shots. 

11. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 10-8-2 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 13 

Why aren’t the Panthers higher in the standings? Part of it is that it’s 
been a struggle to finish chances, specifically for the team’s best players. 

Going into Wednesday’s date with Boston, Florida had just four goals 
combined from Aleksander Barkov, Sam Reinhart and Sam Bennett. The 
Panthers should’ve had closer 13.4. On the power play, Matthew 
Tkachuk was personally responsible for 4.2 expected goals to this point. 
He had zero, finally scoring his first against the Bruins. That’s 13.6 goals 
below expected — and that’s if those four finish at an average rate. 
They’re usually above. A course correction from the top guys could see 
the Panthers start climbing the standings closer to where they should be. 

12. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 13-8-0 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

Can someone get Oliver Wahlstrom some more ice time? His 2.74 
points-per-60 at five-on-five this year comfortably lead the team and his 
1.1 goals-per-60 are only a shade behind Kyle Palmieri for the team lead. 
Despite that, Wahlstrom is playing just under 11 minutes a game at five-
on-five this season. That’s ninth on the team, only ahead of the fourth 
line, and a full minute behind anyone else in the top nine. He’s averaging 
about a minute of power play time, too. 

Wahlstrom looks like one of the team’s better offensive weapons and 
hasn’t been a real liability defensively either. The Islanders would do well 
putting him in a bigger role. 

13. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 10-7-4 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 12 

If you read a preseason list of breakout candidates, K’Andre Miller was 
probably on it. There was plenty of reason for that. Miller’s skill and 
maturity in his first NHL season stood out. A 22-year-old playing big 
minutes for a contender is rare, and it seemed like a given he’d build on 
that in Year 2. By some measures, that hasn’t been the case. He and 
Jacob Trouba have looked, at times, out of sorts, and they’ve been on 
the ice for a whole bunch of goals against — but neither of us is planning 
to sell our stock in Miller. He’s carrying a 54 expected goals percentage 
(against a 39 percent actual goals rate) and, maybe more than any other 
Ranger, is getting dinged by Igor Shesterkin’s slow start. New York’s 
goalies are posting an .880 save percentage with him on the ice, and the 
skaters are shooting 5.9 percent. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 10-7-3 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Before going without a point against Calgary on Wednesday night, 
Sidney Crosby had put up 4.26 points-per-60, 11th among players with at 
last 200 minutes played. The only times he’s finished above 4.0 were in 
2010-11, 2011-12 and 2012-13 — the three seasons he functionally lost 
to concussion-related issues. Wrist surgery ahead of last season was all 
that kept him from hitting 100 points, so this shouldn’t be much of a 
surprise, but it’s still an impressive (and sustained) run for a 34-35 year 
old. That guy might be good. 

15. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 9-7-3 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

Con: Jonathan Huberdeau, after a 115-point season, has nine in his first 
16 games with Calgary. 

Pro: Thanks in part to playing lately with Mikael Backlund and Blake 
Coleman, he’s putting up some of the best defensive numbers of his 
career — a 2.16 xGA/60 would be the lowest of his career, and his 0.92 
GA/60 leads the Flames. Calgary’s grand ambitions probably rest on 
finding a middle ground. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 10-5-4 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

The Red Wings would be holding the “Most Improved Team” belt were it 
not for the Devils, and as The Athletic’s Max Bultman outlined earlier this 
week, their free-agent group has a whole lot to do with it. Detroit is in 
playoff position based on points percentage. Where David Perron and 
Dominik Kubalik particularly help is on the power play; they’ve helped a 
group that finished last season on a 7-for-58 run (12.0 percent in their 
last 21 games) move comfortably to the middle of the pack. 

The biggest addition continues to be Ville Husso, though. He showed 
exactly why Wednesday night with a shutout win. He is everything Alex 
Nedeljkovic wasn’t a year prior, actually delivering on a promising 
surprise season before becoming a Red Wing. By goals saved above 
expected he’s been a top 10 goalie this season. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 14 
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Record: 11-9-2 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 15 

It feels like the Kings section here has turned into a weekly Gabe Vilardi 
party. We love a big boy who scores goals, don’t we, folks? The league 
needs more of them. 

Now, in addition to Vilardi already surpassing his career high in goals, 
which was 10, he also may have taken over as the league’s penalty 
differential king. Vilardi has drawn 13 and taken just one. Connor 
McDavid, you’re on notice. Big Gabe is coming for you. 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 9-8-2 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 19 

The Minnesota Wild needed that 6-1 stomping over the Winnipeg Jets. 
They needed it badly. The Wild have been one of the league’s most 
electric offensive teams over the past two seasons, but that hasn’t shined 
through much this season — and November has been particular unkind. 

Before the game against the Jets, the Wild were scoring just 1.57 goals 
per 60 at five-on-five and 3.9 goals per 60 with the man advantage. 
Those marks ranked 30th and 32nd respectively and help explain 
Minnesota having just 18 goals in nine games prior to Wednesday. 

A six-spot isn’t enough to take Minnesota out of the league’s offensive 
basement over the last month, but it could be the start of the team 
regaining its offensive mojo. With Marc-Andre Fleury currently sidelined, 
they’ll need it. 

19. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 10-9-0 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 18 

The Blues improbably went on an eight-game losing streak and then, just 
as improbably, followed that up with a seven-game winning streak. It’s 
hard to figure out what exactly the Blues are under those circumstances, 
but at the very least we can compare notes on the two streaks. 

The Losing Streak 

Expected Goals Percentage: 46.2 (25th) 

Goals Percentage: 22.0 (31st) 

Power Play Goals: 5.9 (25th) 

Penalty Kill Goals Against: 13.4 (31st) 

The Winning Streak 

Expected Goals Percentage: 52.8 (10th) 

Goals Percentage: 70.3 (3rd) 

Power Play Goals: 9.8 (13th) 

Penalty Kill Goals Against: 9.4 (22nd) 

If you ask us, St. Louis should try doing the second thing more than the 
first thing. 

One thing we’ve stressed over the past few seasons is that we’d like to 
see the Blues control the run of play more. They did just that during the 
winning streak and continuing that is vital to returning to contention 

status. With this team’s shooting talent, just being above 50 percent is 
enough. With the team’s special teams still a big question mark, they’ll 
need to. 

20. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 10-10-0 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Many folks expected the Oilers to be a Cup contender this year after how 
they played under Jay Woodcroft last season, advancing to the third 
round. This season has been far from rosy and that’s not just because of 
Jack Campbell’s struggles. The biggest issue right now is that the team’s 
top two players are losing their matchups at five-on-five. 

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are first and second in points this 
season, on pace for 144 and 127 respectively, but right now they’re a 
perfect example of points not being the whole story for a player’s 
effectiveness. Both superstars are doing everything they can right now, 
but at five-on-five they’ve both been outscored this season. That can’t 
happen for a team’s top two lines, not one with playoff aspirations — let 
alone Stanley Cup aspirations. 

For McDavid, it’s a whole lot of offensive bad luck that likely won’t 
continue. Defensively, he’s regressed this season, but on this team his 
offence should be more than enough to make up for it. Draisaitl’s play is 
much more concerning. Defensive issues have always been his “but” 
when measuring his total value and that’s reached critical mass to start 
the season. It’s easier to overlook his defensive numbers when his 
expected goals percentage hovers close to 50 percent and he still 
outscores his opponents. This year, he’s at a career low 45 percent 
expected goals rate, which currently matches his actual goal rate. 
Draisaitl’s previous worst expected goals against rate was 2.92 in 2019-
20. This year, it’s all the way up to 3.38 — and Edmonton’s goalies are 
allowing 3.77 goals against when he’s on the ice. 

It’s not good enough. A player can score all the points in the world, but 
you won’t have a contending team if they’re giving it all back the other 
way. Draisaitl and the Oilers are learning that the hard way. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 9-9-2 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

The Predators taking on Ryan McDonagh is starting to look like an all-
timer in terms of bad decision-making. McDonagh has been one of the 
league’s best defenders for a while, but he’s got some serious miles on 
him and it’s showing. He’s rocking a 43 percent expected goals rate, by 
far the worst among Nashville’s defensemen. It’s nearly three percentage 
points worse than the next worst, Jeremy Lauzon, while the team’s top 
four are above break-even. Ouch. 

22. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 9-11-0 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 23 

This is becoming a weekly space to talk about one of nature’s greatest 
wonders: Mt. Tage. Thompson continues to impress and is up to 26 
points in 20 games, a 107-point pace. Perhaps even more ridiculous is 
his personal chance rate. Thompson has 94 shots and 10.5 expected 
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goals in 20 games, both very close to the league lead. On a per 60 basis, 
Thompson is firing 15.3 shots, which is just a shade behind David 
Pastrnak this season and the most since Alex Ovechkin’s 17.4 in 2008-
09. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 10-9-1 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 22 

Martin St. Louis took over as coach of the Canadiens on Feb. 9, 2022. 
The next day, Cole Caufield scored. In 57 games under St. Louis, 
Caufield now has 34 goals and 56 points. That’s pretty easy math on the 
points and puts him at 49-goal pace overall. We’ll bump him up to 50 
because he’s just a lil’ guy. 

24. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 8-10-3 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

The Washington Capitals have a plus-14 penalty differential as a team 
this year, but they’re not taking advantage of it. Their special teams goal 
differential is only plus-one and that stems from an unusually weak power 
play that ranks 24th in the league with 6.7 goals-per-60. The Capitals 
look like they’re finally ready to ride off into the sunset and a failing power 
play is a big reason for that. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 6-12-1 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 25 

It was the Brady Tkachuk conundrum — for all he brings to the table in 
terms of offensive ability and intangibles, he gave away too much in his 
own end to stand, truly, as an elite player. This season? Things have 
changed. Tkachuk’s 4.14 xGF/60 is second in the league behind only his 
brother. The box-score results are there, too. He’s over a point per game. 
That kind of production makes Tkachuk’s defensive game much, much 
less of an issue. It also makes him a star, no questions asked. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 7-10-3 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 27 

If you’re looking for one big reason the Canucks’ season careened off the 
seawall as soon as it began, you’re probably not going to find it. A failure 
this drastic takes the efforts of many. One change from the past, though, 
is that Thatcher Demko hasn’t been able to play the eraser. He’s got an 
.883 save percentage, which is self-evidently bad — but his GSAx of 
minus-9.18 is 67th in the league. Just two goalies (Alex Nedeljkovic and 
Elvis Merzlikins) have been worse, and Demko himself was better by a 
net of 16-17 in each of the last two seasons. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 28 

Record:7-12-3 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 28 

Timo Meier went nine games before scoring his first goal of the season, 
but once he got one he hasn’t looked back. Meier is on a goal-scoring 
tear that was capped with a hat trick on Wednesday against Seattle. That 
gives him 12 goals on the year and 12 in his last 13 games. That’s good 
for eighth in the league thanks to an absurd shot rate of over five per 
game. He’s putting tons of rubber on net and it’s working wonders for 
him. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 7-8-5 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 26 

Since Oct. 29, the Flyers have gone 2-6-5. In that stretch, they’ve 
allowed less than 30 shots and won the expected-goals battle three 
times. Carter Hart has a GSAx of 5.35, sixth best in the league. If he 
reverts back to the guy we’ve seen the last couple seasons, look out. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 7-9-2 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 29 

Against all odds, the Coyotes have the ninth-best power play at 8.7 goals 
per 60. The Coyotes! Ninth! 

The main culprit for that isn’t even Clayton Keller, the team’s one actually 
decent player — it’s thanks to a second unit featuring Dylan Guenther, 
Mattias Maccelli and Juuso Valimaki. The trio have played 28 minutes 
together on the power play and in that time have been on the ice for an 
astonishing 12.6 goals per 60. For context, McDavid and Draisaitl were at 
10.9 last season. 

It’s a hot start, but there’s a reason they’re on the second unit, on the 
Coyotes no less. Despite scoring a lot, the trio aren’t actually generating 
a lot of chances together and only have an expected goals rate of 5.3 per 
60. They’ll come back down to earth shortly. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 27 

Record: 6-10-3 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 30 

Good news for Chicago? They’re probably not going to have to worry 
about a botched tank job all that much longer, given November’s 35 
percent expected and 25 percent actual goals rates. 

31. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 6-9-1 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 31 

From month to month, the Blue Jackets have had an incredible glow up 
on the power play. In November, the team has fired 11.3 expected goals 
per 60 at the net, the second best rate in the league, and have been 
rewarded for it with 12.5 goals per 60, the third-best mark in the league. 
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That’s a huge turnaround from the opening month where Columbus was 
29th in expected goals per 60 (6.1) and 32nd in actual goals (1.4). 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 6-13-1 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

It feels like we’re doomed to shoot for new, creative ways to convey just 
how bad at everything the Ducks have been this season. Last week, they 
were last (or close to it) in all your favorite categories. Nothing has 
changed. Well, they did finally win in regulation. How about this one, 
though: Anaheim has the worst penalty kill in the league, partially due to 
its passivity — Anaheim’s 0.25 xGF/60 is ahead of only the Sharks, who 
at least limit chances and goals more effectively. Not our Ducks, though. 
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When allowing an Alex Ovechkin goal is one of your biggest NHL 
memories 

 

Tarik El-Bashir 

11-14 minutes 25/11/2022 

 

Nathan Lawson has a general contracting business near Calgary.  

Adam Munro trains youth hockey goalies outside Toronto. 

Jeff Drouin-Deslauriers sells commercial real estate in Edmonton. 

What do these three have in common? 

They’re on the list of the 164 NHL goaltenders Washington Capitals 
captain Alex Ovechkin has beaten for a goal. They’re also at the opposite 
end of the spectrum from star goalies Marc-Andre Fleury, Henrik 
Lundqvist and Carey Price.  

In fact, Lawson, Munro and Drouin-Deslauriers each faced Ovechkin just 
once. They also rank first, second and sixth in fewest career NHL games 
among netminders who are no longer active on No. 8’s list of victims. 

Indeed, their careers were not long. To this day, however, they recall 
almost every detail of their showdown with Ovechkin. 

The location.  

The period. 

The score.  

The shot.  

The result. 

“People do ask me, ‘Did he ever score on you?’” Munro said. “And I tell 
them, ‘Yeah, he did.” 

“So,” he added with a laugh, “I guess I have some connection to it.” 

The “it,” of course, is Ovechkin’s pursuit of the top spot on the NHL’s all-
time goals list. The 37-year-old is sitting on 790 goals — 11 behind 
second-place Gordie Howe and 104 shy of Wayne Gretzky.  

Lawson was not drafted into the NHL. 

He grinded his way to hockey’s highest level, making stops in the NCAA, 
ECHL and AHL.   

The Calgary native signed with the New York Islanders in 2008 and, after 
a couple of strong seasons with the minor-league Bridgeport Sound 
Tigers, finally got his big-league opportunity.  

Now 39, Lawson made his debut Dec. 18, 2010, and, a couple of months 
after that, he found himself in D.C., facing a Caps team that had won the 
Presidents’ Trophy the previous year. 

Lawson played well. In fact, it might have been the best performance of 
his career. He came this close to a shutout, but Brooks Laich scored on 
him with 48 seconds remaining in regulation to force the game to 
overtime. 

“I remember it vividly,” Lawson said, speaking to The Athletic by phone 
from Calgary. “We were winning 1-0 in Washington, and I was pretty 
excited. I made some good saves against them and I was pretty pumped. 
But they scored with maybe 45 seconds to go to tie it.” 

A few minutes later, Lawson, with all of eight games of NHL experience 
on his resume, lived every goalie’s nightmare. 

He looked up and Ovechkin had a full head of steam, barreling down the 
ice.  

“I was like, ‘Oh boy, here we go,’” Lawson recalled.   

“He came in — I thought I had a good read on it — but then he did the 
complete opposite of what I thought he was going to do, and kind of 
made me look silly.” 

It was career goal No. 294 for Ovechkin.  

And it was a beauty. 

Ovechkin gathered the puck in Washington’s end, toe-dragged Islanders 
center Frans Nielsen, looked off Nicklas Backstrom, who was marked by 
New York defenseman Jack Hillen, and beat Lawson with a slick 
backhander. 

“I was playing him to shoot short side on his forehand — most likely five-
hole or high glove. He ended up pulling it backhand and kind of made me 
look silly.” 

“Sometimes I’d get really mad after losing. But on something like that it’s, 
‘That’s the greatest goal scorer ever. OK, fair. You beat me. Good job.’” 

Lawson played 11 NHL games, but just two more after that night in 
Washington — the first a couple of weeks later for the Islanders and the 
other in 2014 for the Ottawa Senators. 

A decade later, Lawson looks back on his NHL career with pride. After 
all, it’s incredibly difficult to get there. 

“It’s bittersweet because I obviously wanted to play more, but injuries hurt 
me,” he lamented when asked how he views his NHL career, “and just 
timing-wise, it didn’t really work out. I didn’t play to the best of my abilities 
at that time, and then I just kind of got lost in the weeds, I guess.” 

Little, however, slips through the cracks of the internet.  

“My son found the goal on YouTube. He likes to watch it and laugh,” 
Lawson cracked, referring to 7-year-old Huxley, who has started playing 
goalie. 

“He asks me why I didn’t save it and says he would have saved it.” 

Although Lawson’s career was short, he’s got one heck of a story to tell 
whenever Ovechkin’s name comes up. And it does quite frequently, he 
added. 

“A lot of times people will ask, ‘Who is the best player that you ever 
played against?’” he said. “I always tell them, ‘Ovechkin.’” 

Munro played 17 NHL games, all for the Chicago Blackhawks, the team 
that drafted him 29th in 2001. Seven games came at the end of 2003-04, 
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the season prior to the year-long lockout, and the other 10 were in 2005-
06, Ovechkin’s rookie year.  

Munro’s brush with No. 8 came in the first start of his second NHL stint, 
on Jan. 10, 2006.  

The Blackhawks had lost their previous 10 games and turned to Munro, 
the backup at the time, in an attempt to snap out of their slump. 

“It was tense in the dressing room,” Munro, now 40, said of the pregame 
vibe in the visitors’ room. “We knew they had a superstar, the first overall 
pick; you’re always kinda aware of guys like that. 

“Every time I looked up, it felt like he was coming in with a chance or a 
shot. I was like, ‘This guy is everywhere.’ It was unbelievable. It looked 
like he was going a million miles per hour. We had a scouting report on 
him and knew what to expect. But then you get in the game, and it was a 
whole different level and you say, ‘OK, now I understand what they’re 
talking about.’” 

Chicago got off to a fast start, opening a 3-0 lead on goals by Matthew 
Barnaby, Radim Vrbata and Jaroslav Špaček. 

“In my mind, I’m like, ‘I’m going to shut out this team and we’re going to 
go on a 50-game winning streak and this was the beginning of the career 
that I wanted,” he joked. 

“I got way ahead of myself. I was a kid. My mindset should have been to 
stay in the present.” 

Midway through the second period, the Capitals’ Brendan Witt scored a 
goal Munro described as “soft” to cut the Blackhawks’ lead to 3-1. 

A couple of shifts after that, Ovechkin did what Ovechkin does. He lift-
checked a Blackhawk in the corner, stepped between a couple of 
defenders in the circle and fired off a quick shot. 

“I’m thinking, this sniper, everybody’s talking about him, he’s going bar-
down, top glove, top blocker. I was sitting there waiting for this high shot 
to come off. He was coming in with pretty good speed out of the corner. 

“And he just fired five-hole,” Munro said. “I was just totally off. I misread 
it. I was like, ‘Oh, God! That can’t be the goal that he’s going to get on 
me. I looked back and it trickled through the legs and he was already 
halfway to center ice celebrating, hands up in the air waiving to 
somebody.” 

The 26th goal of Ovechkin’s nascent career made it 3-2.  

Ovechkin was not done, though. In the third period, he set up Brian 
Sutherby for the equalizer. Munro said he didn’t like that goal, either. 

Like Lawson’s run-in with Ovi, Munro’s first and only meeting with the 
Russian superstar went to OT. 

There was one key difference, though: The Blackhawks won. Kyle Calder 
beat Olie Kölzig two minutes into extra time, and Chicago’s suffering 
came to an end.  

“Funny story,” Munro said. “It was called a goal on the ice, but then they 
went to review. And at that time, our head coach was Trent Yawney. He 
said, ‘You know what? Screw it. Get off the ice. We’re going home. We 
don’t care if it’s a goal or not.’” 

“I was half undressed when I finally heard, ‘OK, yes, you did win the 
game.” 

A week later, Munro was in the dressing room at United Center watching 
a morning highlight show when he first saw “The Goal” — Ovechkin’s 
twisting, sliding-on-the-ice, behind-the-back goal he’d scored in Arizona 
three games after the game against Chicago. 

“Everyone was just dumbfounded about what just happened,” Munro 
said. “Like, how? How do you have that sort of recognition to know where 
the net is when you’re upside down and flipping around and still get the 
puck in the net? I remember thinking, ‘Thankfully it wasn’t me.’ 

“But,” he added after a pause, “at the same time, for a guy that didn’t play 
a lot, maybe it would have been cool to have a highlight like that living on 
in infamy.’” 

Drouin-Deslauriers had the longest NHL career of the three, suiting up for 
62 contests for the Edmonton Oilers and Anaheim Ducks from 2008-
2012, including 47 starts for the Oilers during the 2009-10 season. 

Now 38, he’s an active member of the Oilers’ Alumni and has a lot of 
fond memories of his time in the league. 

Dec. 19, 2009, is not necessarily one of those memories.  

Edmonton had jumped out to a 2-0 lead on Ovechkin and the Caps at 
Rexall Place. 

“What I remember as a goalie was you do your prep, you do your 
morning skate, you do your video, you know what they’re going to do, 
who their key players are, what to expect from Ovi,” Drouin-Deslauriers 
recalled. “There’s a reason he’s scored so many goals: He shoots the 
puck. His release was one of the fastest I’ve seen.”  

Between the second and third periods, Ovechkin decided he’d seen 
enough. 

Just 32 seconds in, Backstrom won a puck battle behind the Oilers net 
and slipped the puck to a nearby Ovechkin, who made a strong move to 
the front. Drouin-Deslauriers, with his skate against the post, stopped the 
first attempt. But as he went to cover the puck, Ovechkin was permitted a 
couple more whacks at it before being crosschecked to the ice from 
behind.  

It was too late, though. The puck had skittered across the goal line. 

Six minutes later, Ovechkin knotted the score with the kind of goal he’s 
more known for scoring. Leading a three-on-two with Backstrom and 
Alexander Semin, Ovechkin called his own number, wound up and 
delivered a blistering slap shot. Deslauriers made a pad stop, but the 
rebound went right back to Ovechkin, who scored from an almost-
impossible angle.  

The camera zoomed in on Deslauriers. His shoulders slumped and his 
eyes rolled as he tilted his head back. 

“We were winning, I remember that,” Deslauriers said. “Then it kinda 
came raining on us.” 

Tomas Fleischmann and Backstrom scored later in the period to 
complete the comeback and cinch the 4-2 Washington victory. 

Ovechkin finished with a game-high nine shots on net. No one else had 
more than five.  

“If I remember, the second goal was on my blocker side, top shelf — 
pretty much from a dead angle,” Drouin-Deslauriers said. 

“I don’t really remember the first one,” he added with a laugh. “But the 
second one? It kind of sticks with me.”  

That was goal No. 242. 

Fast forward 13 years, and Ovechkin is on the verge of passing Howe 
and will soon be solely focused on Gretzky ahead of him.  

All three goalies said they believe Ovechkin can pass No. 99 if he stays 
healthy. 

“That’s one of those records in hockey where, you look at it, and it’s one 
of those records you thought would not be broken,” Drouin-Deslauriers 
said. “If he beats that’s great. And if he doesn’t, it’s going to take a long 
time before someone else comes along to do it.” 

As Ovechkin closes in, stars like Fleury, Lundqvist and Price will be 
interviewed. Clips will be shown of Ovechkin’s highlight reel and playoff 
goals against them. Their names flash across the screen.  

At home, Lawson said he’ll be sitting on his couch smiling. 
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“It’s kinda neat,” he said. “At the time, it didn’t really make any difference 
to me. But now that I’m retired, to look back on it, it’s pretty cool.” 
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American Thanksgiving is an important date on the NHL calendar, and 
not just for the turkey and The Athletic’s Black Friday sale. It’s a 
traditional point in the season — roughly one-quarter of the way in — 
when general managers have a good idea of what kind of teams they 
have and need to start making decisions on what to do about it. 

Last season, 12 of 16 eventual-playoff teams were in playoff position by 
Turkey Day, Nov. 25, and all 16 were within 0.15 points per game of 
being in the field. That follows a historical trend. 

So, yes, the trade deadline is still three-plus months away and the 
playoffs are still nearly five months away, but it’s not too early to look at 
which teams are headed in which direction. 

To do so, The Athletic asked the writers who know each NHL team best 
two questions: 1) How confident are you in the team’s playoff chances? 
And 2) Will the team be a buyer or a seller at the deadline? 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 6-13-1, 8th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Ducks are the worst team in the NHL. They’ve got three of 
their top six defensemen (John Klingberg, Kevin Shattenkirk, Dmitry 
Kulikov) and a solid backup goalie (Anthony Stolarz) hitting unrestricted-
free-agent status this summer. The term left on the contracts for veteran 
forwards Adam Henrique and Jakob Silfverberg is becoming more 
manageable. There is plenty of cap room to be a third-party facilitator 
and obtain an extra asset. Why wait until the trade deadline? General 
manager Pat Verbeek reportedly has the market open now. — Eric 
Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 7-9-2, 7th in Central 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Coyotes have a handful of pending unrestricted free 
agents who could be useful rentals, topped by power-play QB Shayne 
Gostisbehere, and the group also includes two moderately priced 

forwards — Nick Ritchie ($2.5 million) and Nick Bjugstad ($900,000). 
Now that he’s healthy and playing, the odds greatly increase that Jakob 
Chychrun (this year plus two more at $4.6 million) also moves on to a 
contender. So Wednesday’s trade of Conor Timmins to the Maple Leafs 
won’t be their last of the season. But the Coyotes’ main deadline role 
could be as a third-party broker for teams trying to squeeze a player onto 
their roster that they don’t have the salary-cap space to accommodate. 
Arizona is 31st of 32 teams in payroll, and thus has lots of available cap 
space to auction off for the right deal. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Record: 17-3-0, 1st in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: This could be the last championship run for Patrice Bergeron 
and David Krejci. It is management’s mandate to make this roster as 
bulletproof as possible while the window remains open. — Fluto 
Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 9-11-0, 7th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Sabres have shown some life with a recent two-game 
winning streak, but they dug themselves a hole by losing eight in a row in 
regulation. It would take a heroic effort for this young team to climb the 
standings and get into the playoffs. While they don’t have a ton of pieces 
to sell, I imagine the Sabres’ phone lines will be open at the deadline if 
teams are interested in some of their older players. — Matthew Fairburn 

Dylan Cozens: “I told those guys, ‘We can play together for the next 10, 
15 years and build some crazy chemistry.’” 

Calgary Flames 

Record: 9-7-3, 4th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: After a slow start to the season, the Flames are starting to see 
production and confidence from Jonathan Huberdeau. Nazem Kadri 
continues to be a fit. They have a workable first-line trio in Elias 
Lindholm, Adam Ruzicka and Tyler Toffoli. Despite whatever early-
season challenges they’ve faced, the Flames are in a wild-card spot and 
are trending in the right direction. Regardless of playoff position, we 
expect the Flames to seek a top-nine scoring winger at the deadline. 
General manager Brad Treliving has been searching for one since 
training camp. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

Matthew Tkachuk called #Flames GM Brad Treliving and let him know 
the bad news on a Sunday morning. 

It kicked off a week of trade talks, negotiations, and led to the league’s 
first ever sign and trade. 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 10-6-4, 3rd in Metro 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Hurricanes haven’t played their best hockey this season 
but still find themselves as one of the top teams in the Eastern 
Conference. They’ll get a big in-house addition before the trade deadline 
once Max Pacioretty returns, but Carolina will also likely look to bolster its 
lineup for the stretch run. The biggest need at this moment — assuming 
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everyone is healthy — is probably a third-pairing defenseman who can 
provide a little offense and run the second power-play unit. — Cory 
Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 6-10-3, 8th in Central 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Blackhawks deserve credit for their surprisingly competitive 
start, but scrappy only takes you so far in the NHL, and they’ve come 
back to Earth quite a bit with 11 losses (three in overtime or a shootout) 
in their past 13 games. Injuries to Seth Jones, Tyler Johnson and Alex 
Stalock surely have played a role in the downturn, but the fact is the 
Blackhawks look overwhelmed more often than not. And that’s by design, 
of course. So all options are on the table, including flipping the likes of 
Max Domi, Andreas Athanasiou and Jack Johnson for picks, and moving 
Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews if the two franchise pillars waive their 
no-movement clauses. The Blackhawks are open for business. — Mark 
Lazerus 

I sat down with GM Kyle Davidson to talk about the state of the tank, the 
future of Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, and if there's any scenario in 
which he'd prioritize the 2022-23 season. 

Analysis: The Avalanche are in a window of Stanley Cup contention, and 
they will do what they can to maximize their chances of repeating as 
champions. This isn’t a front office that acts rashly — Joe Sakic never 
traded a first-round pick until 2021, when he needed to acquire a goalie 
— but it’s one unafraid of making aggressive moves. Last deadline, for 
example, the team added Artturi Lehkonen, who was on the first line for 
the Cup-clinching Game 6, as well as a top-four defenseman in Josh 
Manson, a dressing-room leader in forward Andrew Cogliano and a 
depth piece in Nico Sturm. The team could use another middle-six 
forward, ideally one who can play center, and extra defense is never a 
bad thing. — Peter Baugh 

After losing Game 5 to Tampa Bay, Gabriel Landeskog and Nathan 
MacKinnon tried to talk themselves into feeling confident. But that feeling 
didn’t come until Andrew Cogliano spoke to the team at the JW Marriott. 

Analysis: Due to a double-whammy of a start — first dreadful play, then 
an unimaginable wave of injuries to big-ticket players — the Blue 
Jackets’ season is over before it really got started. Even if the Blue 
Jackets were healthy, their 3-9-0 start would make for an uphill climb in 
the standings. But with defenseman Zach Werenski (shoulder) lost for 
the season, and Patrik Laine (ankle) out for several weeks, they’ve got 
virtually no chance to make up ground the rest of the way. Who’s running 
the point on their top power-play unit? Marcus Bjork. (Admit it, you’ve 
never heard of him.) — Aaron Portzline 

Analysis: The most accurate answer is that the Stars will likely stand pat 
at the deadline. They’re in a tight cap situation so they can’t just add 
talent by sending out future assets (prospects, draft picks). The two 
moves to keep on the radar are trading away Anton Khudobin and/or 
Denis Gurianov. Both players are on expiring deals. Khudobin will be 
much harder to move, as he will have to be prolific in the AHL and the 
acquiring team will have to feel it can translate to the NHL once again. 
Gurianov is a young talent who has value. If the Stars want to move him, 
it would require him to play well and for the right deal to materialize. — 
Saad Yousuf 

Analysis: Detroit’s underlying numbers are more concerning than their 
record, and they could go from “bubble” to “long shot” over the course of 
the next month — and the best guess is still that they’ll be on the wrong 
side of that bubble when all is said and done. Still, though, that’s an 
improvement over past seasons, and the Red Wings don’t look like they’ll 
go down without a fight. The real question, when it comes to the 
deadline, is whether they’re more likely to sell or stand pat. Buying (or at 
least renting) feels unlikely until they’re more of a sure thing, but you 

could see a case for them to forego a fire sale if they’re still hanging 
around that bubble come February. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 10-10-0, 5th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: They should be a tier above this, with the other “safe bets.” 
Should. The Oilers have underachieved so far while playing in a poor 
division and having the best player in the world on their team. Logically, 
they still should make the playoffs without much of an issue, but general 
manager Ken Holland needs to find a way to add to this team, namely on 
defense. It’ll be difficult because the Oilers are using long-term injured 
reserve cap space and don’t have many moveable contracts. These are 
the peak Connor McDavid years, though, and the Oilers need 
reinforcements. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Record: 10-8-2, 5th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Panthers’ bubble designation is probably a bit of a 
surprise, given their 2022 Presidents’ Trophy and current talent level, but 
check out the standings — there they are. They’ve got good things going 
on underneath the hood, sitting in the top five in expected goals 
percentage and high-danger scoring change percentage, but they’re 
chasing three elite teams in the Atlantic and the Rangers and Penguins 
in the wild-card race. It won’t be easy. Some deadline help would be 
nice, particularly on the blue line, but they’re on track to be capped out. 
— Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 11-9-2, 3rd in Pacific 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Provided they get better goaltending than they have so far, the 
Kings have a little more offensive punch and still play a tight system that 
does well over a long schedule. Vegas might run away with the Pacific, 
but the other two guaranteed division playoff spots could stay wide open. 
At worst, the Kings should be in the mix for a wild-card berth. But they’ve 
long had a need for a top-four defender with a left-hand shot to balance 
out the right-heavy blue line. A proven third-line center or another scoring 
winger as a rental is down the list but wouldn’t hurt. Where they are in 
their evolution, it is time to be adding at the deadline rather than 
subtracting. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Record: 9-8-2, 5th in Central 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Wild have been the prototypical .500 team thus far and 
have had major issues scoring, being without three of last season’s top 
six forwards for much of this season (the traded Kevin Fiala and the 
injured Ryan Hartman and Jordan Greenway). Wild general manager Bill 
Guerin acquired Ryan Reaves on Wednesday to add size, swagger, 
ruggedness and energy to the bottom six and confirmed a report from 
The Athletic that he’s looking for help in the top six. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 10-9-1, 6th in Atlantic 
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Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: After some surprising performances out of the gate, the 
Canadiens have come back to Earth lately to remind us that the flaws 
surrounding this team are very real. They want to establish a winning 
mentality and would welcome a spot in the playoffs with open arms, but 
they are expected to miss the cut, and that has not changed. Any other 
outcome would be outlandish. And once they recognize they’re out of the 
hunt, the Canadiens are not just going to be sellers, they are likely to sell 
aggressively. That’s, in part, what their roster is designed to do. — Marc 
Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Record: 9-9-2, 6th in Central 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: It’s been an underwhelming start for the Predators — a recent 
4-0-1 homestand upgrading it from disastrous — but Juuse Saros is 
finally looking like himself and the power play is functioning again. This 
looks like a lock of a bubble team. David Poile’s recent history tells us 
that means he will treat it like a team that should be sacrificing futures to 
get better now, even if it shouldn’t. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 16-4-0, 1st in Metro 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Devils have had one of the best starts in the league. If they 
continue at this rate, they should be a lock for the playoffs. But a “safe 
bet” is a bit more of a comfortable projection than a lock, given we know 
how quickly things can go south. As such, the team should be a buyer — 
but they probably aren’t going to be too aggressive just yet. It’s the start 
of their playoff window, which should keep them a bit more reserved. 
Maybe “buying” looks like keeping Damon Severson as an internal rental 
instead of flipping the pending unrestricted free agent at the deadline. — 
Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Record: 13-8-0, 2nd in Metro 

Playoff tier: On the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Islanders are a veteran team that wants to challenge for a 
Stanley Cup this season, and they also have a very specific need — 
another forward or two. It’s been that way dating back to last season’s 
trade deadline, when general manager Lou Lamoriello did nothing, and 
then he followed it up with an equally uneventful offseason. While the 
Islanders have been more effective offensively this season than many 
may have expected, there still isn’t enough high-end talent up front to 
consider them a true contender. Lamoriello has to do something at some 
point, right? — Kevin Kurz 

Lou Lamoriello suggested the Islanders' poor campaign last season was 
mostly due to circumstances out out of their control. 

It seems accurate. 

Despite the progress, "the starts right now aren’t good enough." 

New York Rangers 

Record: 10-7-4, 4th in Metro 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Rangers’ recent stretch of good results has matched some 
consistently good play this season. Igor Shesterkin has brought his game 
back to a high level, and Adam Fox has been at that high level all season 
long. In a crowded Metro division, no one can match their combination of 
elite goaltending and high-end skill. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Record: 6-12-1, 8th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Here we are again, Sens fans. It’s American Thanksgiving and 
your favorite team is stuck in the basement of the standings. It wasn’t 
supposed to be this way, after the “Summer of Pierre.” The Senators 
injected some much-needed talent into the roster and were supposed to 
be a fun, high-scoring team with the potential for flirting with a playoff 
spot if everything fell into place. But at the 20-game mark, we’re seeing 
what happens when everything goes wrong in Ottawa. We’re not quite at 
the stage of needing a Hamburglar run to salvage the season, but we’re 
pretty darn close. The Senators have better odds of landing Connor 
Bedard (13.5 percent) than they do of making the playoffs right now (10.3 
percent). And if we’re looking ahead to the trade deadline, Ottawa could 
have some interesting situations to deal with in Artem Zub and Alex 
DeBrincat. Do both players want to stay here long-term — or are they 
going to turn into trade pieces? — Ian Mendes 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 10-7-3, 5th in Metro 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: I would still bet on the Penguins being a playoff team, but it’s 
hardly a lock. The Devils and Hurricanes are clearly the two best teams 
in the Metro Division right now. There’s a good chance the Penguins, 
Rangers and Islanders will be fighting for two spots. It will be quite a 
battle. That the Penguins still have a large number of home games 
remaining on their schedule will be helpful, and my guess is that the 
Penguins and Rangers will reach the postseason. Penguins general 
manager Ron Hextall will probably acquire some help at the deadline, but 
don’t expect a blockbuster. That pesky salary cap is a real problem. — 
Josh Yohe 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 7-8-5, 6th in Metro 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Flyers’ losing streak hit eight games Wednesday, and with 
Carter Hart falling back into the realm of mere mortals, they now look like 
the team most thought they would be heading into the season. Is part of 
the issue a devastating rash of injuries that has knocked out most of their 
projected top six up front? Sure. But the distinct lack of game-changing, 
high-end talent was always going to rear its head. It’s just been expedited 
by the injuries. This doesn’t at all look like a playoff-caliber team. — 
Charlie O’Connor 

A familiar debate has emerged among Flyers fans with the club having 
lost 7 straight. 

Is the injury-ravaged team just crazy unlucky? Or is it inherently flawed, & 
any mention of injuries lets the front office off the hook? 

San Jose Sharks 

Record: 7-12-3, 7th in Pacific 
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Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Mike Grier has avoided making statements about specific 
expectations for this season, other than fielding a team he hopes is 
competitive and plays hard. His first team as general manager has done 
that … but it is also near the bottom of the league in points percentage. 
Whether Grier goes beyond just looking to trade the pending unrestricted 
free agents could be a big hint at how long he believes the re-making of 
San Jose’s roster into a future playoff/Stanley Cup contender is going to 
take. — Corey Masisak 

Sharks mega-mailbag, Part II: 

– Can the Sharks keep Timo Meier? 

– Nico Sturm, trade asset or new core player? 

– What’s up with Noah Gregor? 

– Thoughts on Barracuda prospects? 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 11-5-3, 2nd in Pacific 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Not to take anything away from Seattle’s start, but this is a 
team I can see just missing the playoffs. Right now, they’re a disruptor in 
the Western Conference and surprising teams. But I won’t be surprised if 
the team sells a bit at the deadline just to position itself better for the 
future. With the right moves, maybe the Kraken find a way to strengthen 
their chances next year, to build on the progress they’ve made. — 
Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Record: 10-9-0, 4th in Central 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Two weeks ago, when the Blues were mired in an eight-game 
losing streak, I would’ve labeled them a long shot to make the playoffs 
and guaranteed they’d be sellers at the trade deadline. But they followed 
that up with a seven-game winning streak, which has changed the 
outlook on the season. They’re playing like the club most expected, and 
now that they’re back in the Western Conference playoff race, trading the 
likes of Vladimir Tarasenko and/or Ryan O’Reilly doesn’t seem so certain 
— for now. — Jeremy Rutherford 

Athletic subscribers: In the immortal words of Frank the Tank, “We’re 
going streaking!” 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 11-7-1, 4th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Lightning have been aggressive at the deadline the past 
few years — including acquiring Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul last spring 
— and they should be busy again. They’ve been to three straight Finals 
and have the kind of team they hope can make another run. But with 
their depth decreased due to cap casualties, they’ll have needs. — Joe 
Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 11-5-5, 2nd in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: This team has so much at stake this season that there’s no 
doubt of their buyer — aggressive buyer — status. And the Leafs, 
despite ranking near the top of the league amid a bumpy, injured-riddled 
start, have clear needs right now. They will almost certainly need to add 
an impact defenceman to replace Jake Muzzin, along with a higher-end 
forward to play in their top six. More depth in goal wouldn’t hurt either. — 
Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 7-10-3, 6th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Canucks have to be one of the NHL’s most disappointing 
teams, off to a nightmare start for the third straight season. And while 
they’re not quite out of it yet — Dom Luszczyszyn’s model still gives them 
a decent shot of qualifying for the playoffs — there’s very little confidence 
in this marketplace of their ability to turn it around, particularly given the 
constant off-ice drama that surrounds them. On the ice, the Canucks are 
a mess on the blue line, awful on the penalty kill, and Thatcher Demko 
has surprisingly disappointed, among other factors. The club’s shocking 
tendency of blowing leads points to a lack of chemistry and resilience as 
a group. Vancouver’s still relatively new management team doubled 
down on this group in its first offseason, a regrettable choice in 
retrospect. Assuming this season continues to go sideways, they can’t 
afford to miss another opportunity to use the trade deadline to net future 
assets. — Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 16-4-1, 1st in Pacific 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Golden Knights are on pace for 129 points, are projected 
to finish among the league’s top three teams and have a 99 percent 
probability of making the playoffs. I’m not sure if they’ll reach that lofty 
point total, but I think it’s safe to consider Vegas a lock to make the 
postseason once again. I expect the Golden Knights to buy at the 
deadline, but their options could be limited to mid-to-low-salary players 
due to the cap. Owner Bill Foley hinted to me last month that the club 
could be in the market for a winger around the $3 million cap hit range. 
— Jesse Granger 

I sat down with Golden Knights owner Bill Foley this morning discussing: 

• What a $4M bump in 23-24 salary cap would mean for Vegas 

• Hints of what VGK could do at the trade deadline 

• How serious he is about “Cup in 6” 

• And more 

Washington Capitals 

Record: 8-10-3, 7th in Metro 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Caps have qualified for the playoffs eight straight seasons 
and 14 of the past 15. That run, however, could be in serious jeopardy 
should the aging, injury-plagued team fail to get into gear — and soon. 
The math is already starting to look a bit daunting for Alex Ovechkin and 
company at 8-10-3. If things don’t improve, general manager Brian 
MacLellan could find himself in an unfamiliar position at the March trade 
deadline: the role of seller. The roster features 13 unrestricted and three 
restricted free agents, giving MacLellan plenty of flexibility. So, yeah, it’s 
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not a stretch to say the next few weeks could determine the short- and 
long-term future of the franchise. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 11-6-1, 3rd in Central 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: If all goes well from here to the trade deadline, it will mean 
Winnipeg weathered the storm without Nikolaj Ehlers. He’ll be back with 
the team after abdominal surgery and ideally rounding into form. The 
Jets’ success so far has been more than just Connor Hellebuyck, and 
they might reasonably be thought of as buyers if things continue down 
this road, but with a deep defense and Ehlers’ likely return, I suspect any 
additions are more about tweaks than massive changes. The worse-case 
scenario of a horrible collapse and a jettisoning of veteran talent seems 
to have passed. — Murat Ates 

At a glance 

Playoff tiers and buyers/sellers 1.0, with current points percentage: 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Borje Salming's courage was on full display 
in epic '76 series vs. Flyers 

 

Staff Report 

 

It was April 1976, nearing the end of Borje Salming’s third NHL season. 
The year before, the Toronto Maple Leafs beat Los Angeles in a best-of-
three preliminary series before being swept by the Broad Street Bullies, 
who went on to win their second consecutive Stanley Cup. 

This time, Toronto defeated Pittsburgh in the preliminary round, setting 
up a rematch with the Flyers. Philadelphia won the first two at home. 
Game 3 was at Maple Leaf Gardens on April 15, 1976. I was five at that 
time, not allowed to stay up so late on a Thursday, and not truly 
understanding the significance of the next 48 hours until a few years 
later. 

It was one of those crazy 1970s nights where two teams combined for 
173 penalty minutes, one minute short of the existing record 
(Philadelphia did set a new playoff high in committing 28 infractions). 
Fifteen seconds after Stan Weir scored late in the second period to make 
it 5-3 Toronto, a melee erupted that saw Salming pounded by Mel 
Bridgman. 

That was Salming’s third career fight. As a true measure of his 
toughness, Salming didn’t pick softies. His first was against NHL single-
season PIMS record-holder Dave Schultz. Years later, the Hall-of-Famer 
joked that he hung on for dear life and couldn’t believe it when 
teammates told him he’d fought the toughest guy in the NHL. Salming’s 
second fight was against Garry Howatt, who had 1,836 career penalty 
minutes. 

This third fight didn’t go well for the Leafs defender. 

Ontario Attorney General Roy McMurtry — who had previously made it 
clear he was not a fan of brawl-filled games — charged Bridgman with 
one count of assault causing bodily harm. It’s an amazing sentence to 
write almost 50 years after it happened. What makes it even more 
incredible is that Bridgman wasn’t the only Flyer to run afoul of the law 
that evening. Don Saleski accused fans of spitting on him in the penalty 

box, and a police officer interceded when he waved his stick at them. The 
two battled for possession of the stick, bringing a horde of Flyers to the 
scene. Saleski and teammate Joe Watson were charged with eight 
offences between them. All three had to go to a local police station to be 
booked. 

Can you imagine this scene today? 

(One year later, the charges against Bridgman and Saleski were 
dropped, while Watson agreed to pay a $750 fine.) 

Toronto hung on for a 5-4 win that night. With Game 4 tied 1-1, Salming 
took a pass from Darryl Sittler, split the Flyers defence and scored to put 
the Maple Leafs ahead for good in a 4-3 win that evened the series. He 
received a lengthy ovation. These were Toronto’s first two victories over 
Philadelphia in three years. 

“Shivers,” Salming told The Toronto Star that night about his reaction. 
“Maybe (later) tonight or tomorrow, when I am more calm, it will hit me 
even more, what it meant. But I appreciated it so much.” 

“I remember the emotion of that series,” Darryl Sittler said Thursday. “We 
all remember what a target he was. We all saw him play through 
whatever he had to. That’s why he was so respected.” 

Even opponents admitted it. Flyers captain Bob Clarke recognized 
Salming’s toughness then and for years to come. 

“Who in hockey skates better than he does?” Dave Schultz told The 
Globe and Mail during that series. “No one can question his courage or 
bravery. It would be pretty dumb to say that a guy who dives in front of 
shots the way he does and battles in the corners lacks courage.” 

If you were to ask Maple Leaf fans why they loved Salming, there would 
be several answers: he broke the barrier for Europeans; his style, flair 
and grace; the fact he survived 16 years in Toronto. But ask for a specific 
moment, a memory of a great play, and you’d get this one from many of 
those old enough to remember. When I was hired at CBC, I specifically 
went to see that goal in the archives. 

Philadelphia won Game 5 before Sittler scored five goals in the next 
matchup to force a Game 7. The Maple Leafs led 2-1 in the second 
period at the imposing Spectrum, before the Flyers scored four times in a 
3:16 span to pull away. 

Five months later, Salming received another massive ovation at Maple 
Leaf Gardens, prior to Sweden’s Canada Cup game against the host 
country — his brave performance against Philadelphia fresh in the minds 
of fans. 

Salming’s passing makes this month’s Hall-of-Fame weekend celebration 
for him even more incredible, even more special. That his health held up 
enough so he could come, that karma aligned with back-to-back home 
games, a Swedish-heavy induction class and six Swedes in the proper 
positions for Toronto to be able to start them all. 

Sittler — clearly an incredible friend of Salming’s — kept in touch with the 
family, talking every other day, waking up to a message on Thursday with 
the sad news. 

“The same person who took on the Flyers had it in him to find the 
strength to be here one more time,” he said. “I’ll always remember that 
weekend.” 

So will everyone else. It’s not possible to forget such a proper send-off. 
Ovations then, ovations now. Beloved then, beloved always. 

Thoughts 

1. Toronto’s 2-1 win over New Jersey — ending the Devils’ 13-game win 
streak — was one of the best games of the regular season for pure 
entertainment, energy and drama. Last year, I was talking to one player 
about the Stanley Cup Final between Colorado and Tampa Bay. He 
referred to both defence corps as “long,” saying that when you have big, 
you have mobile and you have discipline in a system, “Every time you get 
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through one body, arm or stick, there’s another body, arm, or stick right 
away. It’s a battle to get through.” 

According to official heights and weights, Cale Makar was listed as the 
smallest regular (five-foot-11, 187 pounds) in the final. The Devils are 
dangerous offensively and occupy the puck, which helps the defence. 
But they are also much better at gap control and similarly are being 
described as “long.” Their smallest defender — John Marino, having a 
great start to the year — is six-foot-one, 181 pounds. It’s waaay too 
premature to compare them to Colorado or Tampa Bay, but I think it’s 
interesting to hear them described in that way. 

2. The Fourth Period’s James Nichols reported Devils general manager 
Tom Fitzgerald had a conversation Monday with agent Rick Komarow, 
who represents Jesper Bratt. The Devils have a few things to deal with, 
but Bratt will be the priority. He cannot sign until Jan. 1 but is free to talk 
beforehand. 

3. Last week, I was talking to Jordie Benn about sliding into Toronto’s 
lineup and how it compared to others. He said the Maple Leafs are a 
high-skill team, but also know that a major key to success is being in the 
right spots on the breakout, allowing players to make the right decisions. 

“If you’re slow and smooth,” he said, “smooth is fast.” Benn says he stole 
that from Conor McGregor. What an awesome line. 

4. Ryan Reaves made it clear to the Rangers that he’d prefer a move if 
there was no spot for him in the lineup, and the team complied by 
sending him to Minnesota. New York does not currently have any players 
on long-term injury reserve, so there’s the ability to bank cap space. 
According to CapFriendly and PuckPedia, they could have around $6.5 
million of room by the trade deadline if things continue as is. Of course, 
nothing ever occurs as planned. 

5. With only this year remaining on Reaves’ contract, he fit a key criteria 
for the Wild: no long-term commitments unless it’s a game-changing 
player. GM Bill Guerin made it known he is considering both scoring 
upgrades and physicality upgrades. Reaves clearly is the latter, and 
Minnesota will continue to be on the hunt for the former. 

6. When Patric Hornqvist accepted his trade to Florida, there was 
discussion that he wouldn’t get moved again. So, the Panthers may have 
to explore other options to clear cap space for Anthony Duclair's return. 

7. A couple of analytics gurus said Ilya Sorokin’s shutout of Edmonton on 
Wednesday was as good as it gets. Depending on who you ask, the 
Oilers should have had scored around five goals on the New York 
Islanders that night. 

8. Tage Thompson said last weekend he’s around 220 pounds right now, 
but would like to get to around 228. He was there once, but felt it wasn’t 
the “right” 228 and that he couldn’t move as well as he’d like to. But he’s 
still going to try to get back there. Good luck with that, everyone. We’ll 
have more on Craig Anderson next week, but the veteran goalie said the 
best thing about Thompson is he’s the team’s hardest worker. 

9. While we’re talking about Ryan Reynolds and the possibility of 
increased celebrity ownership, someone pointed out the Vegas Golden 
Knights have Lil Jon listed in their coaching staff as “offensive co-
ordinator” on their website. That’s pretty funny. 

10. At last week’s GM Meetings, there was a conversation about calling 
more penalty shots instead of power-plays — something I totally support. 
That led to another debate among a few of us: should the team that 
draws the penalty have the option of going on the power-play or taking a 
penalty shot? Shooters are 5-for- 11 on penalty shots in 2022-23 after 
goalies stopped 76 per cent of last year’s attempts. There are good 
variables to weigh. Who’s shooting? How good is your power-play? 
Philadelphia GM Chuck Fletcher had a good line, though, saying: “It will 
be tough to explain to a player if you have a horrible power-play and go 
that route instead of letting him shoot.” 

11. Forgot to update my Nov. 1 stat: In 82-game seasons during the 
salary-cap era, just nine of 62 teams at least four points out of a playoff 

spot after games on Nov. 1 came back to make the post-season. This 
year, there are four challengers: Columbus, Ottawa, St. Louis and 
Vancouver. The streaky Blues charged back into the Western 
Conference’s second wild-card spot as we hit the Thanksgiving break. 

12. Yes, I saw the complaints about only 13 Thoughts on Tuesday. Some 
of them were incredibly creative. I’m getting to a place where there are 
two 16-Thought blogs per week. Bear with me in my old age. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Though far from panic, Oilers making no excuses for 
mediocre first quarter of season 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

November 24, 2022, 2:18 PM 

 

EDMONTON — The number is 76.3 per cent. But let’s call it 75 per cent 
— three out of four — for the sake of conversation.  

That is hockey’s U.S. Thanksgiving stat, updated and stretching back all 
the way to the 2005-06 season, excluding Covid and lockout years that 
began after the last Thursday in November.  

Three-quarters of teams in a playoff spot on this date get a Round 1 
series, and you’d better be within five or six points to be eligible for the 
other 25 per cent.  

The Edmonton Oilers awoke here in Manhattan to a Macy’s parade, a 
team turkey dinner in the afternoon, and a set of standings that had them 
on the bottom end of a tie in points with St. Louis, Minnesota and 
Nashville for the final Wildcard spot out West.  

“We’ve got to dig in,” said general manager Ken Holland, in a 
conversation with Sportsnet. “The manager knows it. The coaches and 
the players know it. We know we’ve got to be better.”  

Edmonton went 7-3 out of the gate. But they finished their second 10-
game segment at 3-7.  

That mediocre 10-10 record puts them well within reach (five points) of 
second place in the Pacific, so their season is by no means irretrievable. 
Some context: when Dave Tippett was fired on Feb. 10 last season, 
Edmonton was six points out of a wildcard spot with 38 games to play.  

Today it’s one point with 62 games to play. So there is no need to panic.  

The diehard fan would say, “If we can be right in the hunt after such a 
poorly played 20-game segment, where will we be once we put our game 
together?”  

But the pessimist would add, “If you haven’t ‘put your game together’ yet, 
maybe this IS your game?”  

“We are a 500 team,” admitted head coach Jay Woodcroft. “Yeah, we are 
what our record says we are.”  

Woodcroft’s Oilers aren’t scoring much right now, especially among the 
defence and Bottom 6, so their defensive deficiencies are being exposed. 
Tomas Tatar scores a key goal while standing untouched and unmarked 
in front of Stuart Skinner in New Jersey, and Gabriel Pageau is ignored 
by two Oilers veterans to score a shorthanded goal on Long Island.  

If you’re not going to score a bunch of goals, you can’t play soft hockey. 
That’s Hockey 101.  
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“You’ve got to get some ugly goals,” Holland said. “You can’t think you’re 
just going to rush down the ice, do a tic, tac, toe and throw it in the net. 
That's not a reality. Can you do one of those occasionally? Yeah. But 
you've got to you got to spend time in the O-zone. You’ve got to be heavy 
on pucks. You’ve got to funnel pucks to the net. You’ve got to go hard to 
the blue paint — harder to the blue paint — and you got to do it over and 
over and over again.”  

Here are the stats that stand out for me. Edmonton is ranked: 

• 29th in goals against per game (3.60). 

• 28th in shots allowed per game (34.2).  

• 29th in penalty killing (72.2 per cent).  

• at five-on-five they are a middle of the pack Corsi team (49 per cent), 
25th in shot share (47.7), and mid-pack in saves percentage (.915).  

• Only four teams have scored the first goal of the game less often than 
the slow-starting Oilers, who scored first eight times in 20 games.  

Meanwhile, Edmonton has been issued one fighting major this season. It 
went to Jesse Puljujarvi and he did not even drop both gloves in the 
“scrap.” That is the sign of a team standing around and waiting for 
someone else to get the dirty work done.  

Holland says, don’t panic after a lousy 10-game stretch.  

“I believe that we are doing some things better now than we were three 
weeks ago — the penalty kill, for instance,” he said. “We're tightening up 
— the results just don't show it. We also know we are one point out with 
62 games to go. We do understand there's a sense of urgency 
— certainly we don't want to go 3-7 in our next 10. We went 7-3 and now 
we went 3-7. So we’ve got to regroup.” 

Although Holland spent his U.S. Thanksgiving taking stock with several 
other NHL general managers (while, of course, watching some football), 
history tells us this is not an issue that will get solved by a major trade. 
The cap, the standings, the numbers of games remaining — they all 
conspire to create a level of patience for transactions that move players 
of greater import than a Ryan Reaves or a Conor Timmins.  

This roster is not — can not — be the finished product prior to the 2023 
playoffs. But the current lineup is responsible for getting the Edmonton 
Oilers to the trading season of from mid-January to Deadline Day on 
March 3.  

Darnell Nurse, for one, exuded confidence on Wednesday evening that 
the responsibility is not too much to bear.  

“We went through a stretch last year with a sky was falling on us, where 
everyone was quitting on us, and we found a way to push ourselves into 
playoffs. We're in a lot better spot sitting here speaking right now than we 
were in the depths of that last season,” said Nurse. “So we know we 
need to do better.  

“There are no excuses in our room. We know the things we need to take 
care of.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs’ four major areas for improvement at the 
quarter mark 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

November 24, 2022, 2:11 PM 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs of 2022-23 are the hockey equivalent of that 
confused Larry David meme, the one where you can see that look on the 
Curb Your Enthusiasm protagonist’s wonderfully tortured face as he 
weighs his options. Poor Larry is caught in an endless loop of On the 
other hand… 

Are these Maple Leafs an elite hockey club? Maybe. 

Could their flaws unravel them down the road? Maybe. 

Through 21 games — essentially a quarter of the 82-game marathon — 
Toronto sits second in the Atlantic Division, third in the Eastern 
Conference, and sixth overall. 

It’s a familiar and expected position, one that certainly bodes well for a 
seventh consecutive postseason berth in the Auston Matthews–Mitchell 
Marner–William Nylander era. 

On the other hand, the Leafs have only won one more game than they’ve 
lost, their plus-5 goal differential doesn’t exactly strike fear, and they’re 
already seven points back of the torrid Boston Bruins, owners of a 
ridiculous plus-37 goal differential and a game in hand. 

Toronto has gathered points in 11 of its past 12 and kept itself from 
getting blown out, gathering five “loser” points by stretching games to 
overtime. 

On the other hand, Toronto seldom blows out its opponents, even the 
weakest among them, and has lost its past five 3-on-3 skill contests, 
leaving some regrettable points on the table. 

The Maple Leafs have smartly heeded coach Sheldon Keefe’s pleas, 
battening the hatches defensively to the tune of 2.62 goals allowed per 
game (sixth best in the NHL). They’ve chopped down on shots allowed 
and helped their goaltenders jack the team’s save percentage to .908 — 
seventh-best overall and an eight-point leap from last season. 

On the other hand, both special teams have taken a step back, even-
strength offence continues to be a head-scratching source of frustration, 
and you can count the days the club’s NHL-level goaltenders have been 
simultaneously healthy on just a few fingers. 

On one hand, the Leafs beat both the Bruins and the New Jersey Devils 
— easily the class of the conference — in a pair of injury-suffering, hard-
fought, gritty 2-1 character victories. 

On the other hand, they’ve looked utterly lost and frighteningly sloppy 
against Connor Bedard–hunting rosters in Anaheim and Arizona. 

Frown: Marner only has four goals. Smile: Marner is on a career-best 14-
game point streak. 

The Leafs have stolen the puck away more than 31 teams (197). The 
Leafs have given the puck away more than 30 teams (244). 

We could do this all day, folks. 

Such duality has turned the Maple Leafs into a bottomless treasure trove 
for debate and allows them to still be fascinating during a regular season 
that was supposed to mean nothing. 

“We have dealt with a lot through 20 games, maybe a season’s worth of 
stuff,” Keefe told reporters Wednesday, his hot seat now but a rumour. 
“And here we are, still standing.” 

“We haven’t really found consistent rhythm 5-on-5 or even-strength,” 
says John Tavares. 

The captain is driving at the most critical and most confounding flaw of 
Q1. 

The Maple Leafs are meeting and practising regularly, searching for 
ways to generate the high-flying even-strength offence that used to be 
their calling card. 
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Keefe has sorted through a litany of line combos. He’s even gone 
nuclear, flipping Marner to Tavares’s line and joining Matthews and 
Nylander for a spark. 

There is pressure on the star forwards to attack more, yet a responsibility 
to cut out the forced plays that lead to those costly counterattack strikes. 

“It’s a fine line,” Tavares says. “We’re not just going reckless abandon 
and trying to be overaggressive to make plays.” 

The Maple Leafs’ even-strength offence ranks in the bottom third of the 
league. That needs to change, and maybe the greatest key is simply… 

Auston Matthews 

It is with great trepidation that one lobs criticism Matthews’ way. 

For one, even a slightly off Matthews is more effective that the bulk of the 
league. For two, the centreman’s skillset is such that he could erupt for a 
30-goals-in-30-games tear and make a detractor look foolish in the flick 
of a CCM. 

And yet, after 21 games, the data and the eyeballs agree: We’re still 
waiting on peak Matthews. 

The reigning Hart, Ted Lindsay and Rocket trophy winner ranks tied for 
32nd in goals (nine) and 33rd in points (21). Most shocking, Matthews is 
tied with a group of lesser talents for 243rd in even-strength points (six). 

Absolutely, some of the superstar’s quiet start can be attributed to a 
career-low shooting percentage (10.1). But whether it’s a dip in linemate 
chemistry or, as Matthews mentions, a need to drive more to middle ice, 
there is another element at work here. 

We haven’t seen his best yet. 

Debatable depth 

Pierre Engvall (two goals) hasn’t made Leaf Nation forget about the 21 
Ilya Mikheyev scored for the Blue and White last season. 

Alexander Kerfoot’s 51-point campaign in 2021-22 feels like a dream 
when you realize he’s stuck at one goal and seven points through this 
one. 

“You’re always thinking of it when you’re not scoring, but you try and do 
the same thing every day and stick with it,” says Kerfoot, whose 
defensive game is just fine. “I want to be able to help the team every 
night, and I think I have more to give.” 

And we’re less than encouraged by the offensive punch of Calle Järnkrok 
and Zach Aston-Reese than we were by Jason Spezza and Ondrej Kase. 

Neither Nick Robertson nor Denis Malgin have outright secured an 
everyday gig, and the Maple Leafs have a grand total of five goals from 
their defencemen. 

Some of these role players must step up over the coming months, or 
there will be trades. 

Blueline health 

Oh, boy. 

We won’t belabour the losses of Morgan Rielly, Jake Muzzin, and T.J. 
Brodie to injury. We’ve spilled plenty of ink on the topic. 

Suffice it to say, Wednesday’s upper-body injury to Jordie Benn — a 
fourth-pair defenceman turned valuable regular — was less than 
welcome. 

Mark Giordano, 39, has been a beast this season and deserves a round 
of applause for overdelivering on his $800,000 salary. 

Yet the pressure on guys like him, call-ups Mac Hollowell and Victor 
Mete, and brand-new acquisition Conor Timmins to elevate their 
performance and their minutes during the next six weeks or so is 
immense. 

“Stuff like that can go one of two ways, right?” Kerfoot says. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL Power Rankings: Bruins on top with Marchand and 
McAvoy back in the mix 

 

Ryan Dixon@dixononsports 

November 24, 2022, 12:34 PM 

 

Americans gobbling turkeys means we’re one-quarter of the way through 
the NHL season and there’s plenty to chew on in every city. From 
standout team performances to some borderline shocking individual 
showings, here’s a look at what’s happening around the league with a 
substantial amount of games in the books. 

1. Boston Bruins (17-3-0) Most of us assumed both Brad Marchand and 
especially Charlie McAvoy would be out well past the quarter mark of the 
season. The fact they’re already both back and producing — and joined a 
team that was soaring without them — speaks to just how well things 
have gone for Boston. 

2. New Jersey Devils (16-4-0) It’s not fair to the rest of the team to say 
this shocking Devils rise is all about three players, but there’s no doubt 
Nico Hischier, Jack Hughes and Jesper Bratt are the straws that stir the 
drink. Hischier, in particular, has been a monster and if he can be a 90-
point player with the way he defends, New Jersey is just getting started. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (16-4-1) Robin’s Lehner’s season-long absence 
due to injury could have really punctured this team’s hopes of getting 
back to the playoffs. But Adin Hill and Logan Thompson have combined 
for a .920 save percentage and Thompson, in particular, has been one of 
the early stories of the year. 

4. Colorado Avalanche (11-6-1) The defending champs were apparently 
just doing a little throat-clearing in October, going 4-4-1 in that month. 
Colorado is 7-2-0 in November and new goalie Alexandar Georgiev has 
been everything the squad could have hoped for. 

5. Dallas Stars (12-5-3) Jamie Benn’s resurgence — he’s producing at 
his best clip in five years — isn’t just a Dallas story, it’s a league-wide 
event to see a former scoring champ come back like this at 33 years old. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs (11-5-5) The bottom line is, through all the noise, 
the early talk of a coach being in trouble and some very key injuries, 
Toronto sits second in the Atlantic Division and only five teams in the 
NHL have a better per game goals-against (2.62). 

7. Seattle Kraken (11-5-3) You can’t toss a salmon without hitting a good 
story in Seattle this year. Even if they can just hang around the playoff 
picture, it will be a huge second-year leap for the Kraken. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes (10-6-4) We could be looking at a double-
breakout situation for Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov. The former is 
on pace for 94 points, while the former is clocking a 50-goal campaign. 

9. Winnipeg Jets (11-6-1) There was very little in the way of positive 
vibes around this team in the summer. And any time a squad takes the 
‘C’ off somebody the way Winnipeg did with Blake Wheeler, you wonder 
where things are going. But Josh Morrissey is having a career year and 
Connor Hellebuyck has a .928 save percentage. 

10. Detroit Red Wings (10-5-4) The most encouraging thing about 
Detroit’s solid start might be that — with the exception of Dominik Kubalik 
— nobody is really out over their skis; it’s not like the team is being 
carried by performances that seem unsustainable. Their underlying 
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numbers aren’t great, but the Wings have just quietly been pocketing 
points for 25 per cent of the season. 

11. Florida Panthers (10-8-2) You sort of thought the Cats might take a 
step back after their Presidents’ Trophy run last season and that’s been 
the case out of the gate. Matthew Tkachuk, though, has been everything 
Florida could have hoped for and more. 

12. Tampa Bay Lightning (11-7-1) By their standards, the Bolts have 
been pretty “meh” this season, but Mikhail Sergachev has taken his 
offensive game to a new level. The 24-year-old has basically been good 
for a point-per-game. 

13. St. Louis Blues (10-9-0) From Games 4 to 11, the Blues went 0-8-0 
and averaged 1.5 goals-per-game. Before that, they started 3-0-0. Since 
then, they’ve gone 7-1-0 and averaged four goals-per-game. It’s been 
feast or famine in St. Louis. 

14. New York Islanders (13-8-0) For a team that got buried by a 13-game 
roadie to start last year combined with a COVID outbreak, simply holding 
down a playoff spot right now is a nice spot to be in. Ilya Sorokin has 
been fantastic. 

15. Calgary Flames (9-7-3) Calgary seems to have found its footing after 
a seven-game skid. If newcomers Jonathan Huberdeau and MacKenzie 
Weegar can crank it up as they get more comfortable, the Flames should 
be sitting pretty by the halfway point. 

16. Pittsburgh Penguins (10-7-3) Nobody has had swings as pronounced 
as St. Louis, but the Pens season has gone as follows: Zero regulation-
time losses in their first five followed by a seven-game losing streak 
followed by a 6-1-1 stretch. Big ups and big downs, all while Sidney 
Crosby continues to produce like he’s in his prime. 

17. New York Rangers (10-7-4) A quarter of the way through their third 
and fourth seasons, respectively, still no offensive breakout for 2020 first-
overall pick Alexis Lafreniere and 2019 second-overall selection Kaapo 
Kakko. And, boy, would it make a huge difference for this club if they 
could ever become consistent threats. 

18. Los Angeles Kings (11-9-2) Their five-on-five save percentage this 
year (.903) is a problem. Only three teams are worse. 

19. Edmonton Oilers (10-10-0) Edmonton is giving up 3.6 goals-per-
game, more than all but three squads in the NHL. 

20. Minnesota Wild (9-8-2) Even after hanging six on Winnipeg 
Wednesday night, the Wild are averaging just 2.84 goals-per-game, 
which ranks them 23rd in the league. 

21. Nashville Predators (9-9-2) Juuse Saros, a Vezina finalist last year, 
had a tough time out of the gate, but he’s been improving in November 
and — not surprisingly — so have Nashville’s results. 

22. Montreal Canadiens (10-9-1) The main takeaway from the 
Canadiens’ surprising start is some guys the club hoped would be long-
term pillars of the franchise — Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield, Kaiden Guhle 
— are showing they can be just that. The Kirby Dach deal also looks like 
a tidy bit of business. 

23. Washington Capitals (8-10-3) We’re just not used to seeing the Caps 
being the 26th-ranked team in terms of goals-per-game (2.76). 

24. Buffalo Sabres (9-11-0) Tage Thompson (13-13-26) has gone from 
nice breakout story to one of the league’s stud centres. 

25. Philadelphia Flyers (7-8-5) An eight-game losing streak has buried 
the Flyers’ strong start…as most of us suspected would happen. 

26. Arizona Coyotes (7-9-2) The real story of the season may be just 
about to heat up in Arizona, as Jakob Chychrun has returned from injury 
and is firmly on the trade block. 

27. Vancouver Canucks (7-10-3) For all that’s gone on in Vancouver this 
year — and it feels like it’s been three seasons’ worth of news — the 

bottom line is only six teams score more goals-per-game than the 
Canucks and only two give up more. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets (7-11-1) Key injuries have flattened the 
Jackets, especially the shoulder injury that will sideline Zach Werenski for 
the rest of the year. 

29. San Jose Sharks (7-12-3) Even if it’s happening in a losing setting, 
Erik Karlsson’s resurgence is a defining story of the league this year. 
Only four defencemen in the NHL are within 10 points of his pace-setting 
30. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks (6-10-3) Cue the Patrick Kane trade talks, 
because Chicago has two wins in its past 13 outings. 

31. Ottawa Senators (6-12-1) This team was 4-2-0 after six games; it’s 2-
10-1 since and we’re getting to the point where it feels like something has 
to happen. 

32. Anaheim Ducks (6-13-1) The Ducks have some great pieces, but this 
was never going to be their year. They’re bottom-five in both goals for 
and goals against. 
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TSN.CA / After the nastiness in Newark, Leafs look to build on 'character 
win' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at the Xcel Energy Center on Thursday ahead of 
their Friday afternoon game against the Minnesota Wild. 

Things turned nasty for the Toronto Maple Leafs in the third period of 
Wednesday's game in New Jersey. The home team had three goals 
disallowed in the game – a 2-1 Leafs win – and after the third call went 
against the Devils, fans littered the ice with debris.  

"It felt like a soccer game in Europe or something," said Leafs 
defenceman Rasmus Sandin. "I was surprised with what happened. Just 
trying to take cover and not to get hit. It was close for a bunch of the 
players not only me." 

The Leafs players and staff took shelter in the dressing room as fans 
vented their frustration.  

"That's something I don’t think I've ever seen before," forward William 
Nylander said with a smile. "You've seen a Teddy Bear toss [with fans 
throwing stuffed animals on the ice], but that was cans of beers coming 
down. That was crazy." 

The Leafs could laugh it off on Thursday, but in the immediate aftermath 
of the game players were fuming.  

"It's disappointing," said captain John Tavares. "It's dangerous ... I think it 
felt better to beat the crowd than the Devils." 

"It's full beers," Mitch Marner pointed out. "It's dangerous. We're not 
looking for that. We're not seeing it coming. Dodged a couple. I mean, 
could have got really dangerous again at the end. Ras almost took one in 
the head. It's a dangerous thing. I don't know [why] it's our fault. It's not 
like they’re throwing it just for joy. They're throwing it to try and hit us. It's 
the first I've ever seen. It's insane." 

This was something new even for Mark Giordano, the oldest skater in the 
league. 
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"I've never been a part of something like that, to be honest," the 39-year-
old defenceman said. "We realized pretty quick they were coming hot 
and heavy so we got out of the way and got to the room ... There's a lot 
coming down at once and you just don't want to look up because you 
don't want to get hit in the face." 

The sellout crowd had hoped to celebrate a 14th straight Devils win, 
which would have established a new franchise record. Instead, the injury-
depleted Leafs avenged a loss to New Jersey the previous week.  

"This is a character win for our team given what we are going through 
here," said head coach Sheldon Keefe. "To do it on the road against this 
team, with how they have been playing and the type of push they had, is 
a really good day for the Leafs." 

"It was a playoff-style game," said Tavares. "We got off to a good start 
and put ourselves in a good spot. From there, we played a smart hockey 
game and stuck with it knowing they would push." 

With Morgan Rielly (knee) joining fellow defencemen Jake Muzzin (spine) 
and T.J. Brodie (oblique) on the injured list, the Leafs defended hard as a 
team.  

"It's been some serious bad luck," said Marner. "As a group, we always 
try to step up and fill that void ... They were definitely pushing, but we did 
a good job of holding the middle. We did a good job of keeping it tight 
and making them work around us." 

'It felt like Europe': Leafs look back on Devils' fans throwing beer cans on 
ice 

During New Jersey's loss to Toronto Wednesday night, Devils fans 
showed their displeasure of a third disallowed goal by tossing full cans of 
beer on the ice, prompting the Maple Leafs to leave the bench. A day 
later, Rasmus Sandin, who narrowly avoided being hit by a can, said it 
reminded him of back home in Europe in a soccer game. 

The Leafs suffered another injury on defence as Jordie Benn was forced 
from Wednesday's game.  

"We won't know the full extent until we get some pictures and things like 
that," said Keefe. "He has an upper-body injury that is going to keep him 
out week-to-week at this point. We don't know quite how long. I would 
say week-to-week because it is going to be more than seven days and 
beyond that we are not quite sure yet." 

Victor Mete will draw in for Friday's matinee in Minnesota.   

Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas added to the team's defensive depth 
by acquiring Conor Timmins from the Arizona Coyotes on Wednesday in 
exchange for forward Curtis Douglas. The general manager had been 
looking to convert a forward prospect into a defenceman since Muzzin 
and Carl Dahlstrom (shoulder) sustained long-term injuries early in the 
year.  

Timmins skated with the Leafs for the first time on Thursday.  

"It was a whirlwind 24 hours," the St. Catharines, Ont., native said. "I was 
just trying to get my touches in out there and get used to the pace and 
get to know the guys." 

Timmins will not play on Friday against the Wild.  

"He wasn't on the ice for three days before coming in here," Keefe noted. 
"Our approach with him is getting him in and getting him comfortable. 
Obviously, we have a great need and there is a great opportunity on 
defence right now with the injuries we are going through and yet we want 
to make sure we put him in a good spot to succeed."  

Timmins played two NHL games in October and just wrapped up a 
conditioning stint in the American Hockey League where he picked up 
three assists in six games.  

"I feel pretty confident in where my game's at," the 24-year-old said. 
"Obviously, I have to adjust to new systems and a lot of new faces, but 
whenever they put me in I'm ready."  

Timmins is already familiar with Sandin and Mac Hollowell, who were two 
of his closest friends on the Soo Greyhounds. Dubas selected Timmins 
during his final draft at the helm of the Ontario Hockey League club.  

"I know the [Leafs] system pretty well already," Timmins said. "Obviously, 
there's some adjustments at the NHL level, but a lot of familiarity here." 

Dubas highlights the fact that Timmins is a right shot and bigger [6-foot-2, 
202 pounds] than most of Toronto's other depth options. What does like 
best about Timmins' game? 

"His brain and his intelligence. The way he thinks. The way he's able to 
make plays and be reliable both offensively and defensively. He just 
turned 24 [in September] so a lot there left for us to work with." 

A second-round pick of the Colorado Avalanche in 2017, Timmins has 
missed out on valuable development time due to injuries. A concussion 
wiped out his entire 2018-19 season. He was limited to six games in the 
2021-22 season due to a knee injury.  

"I've grown mentally stronger," Timmins said. "Everyone's going to go 
through adversity at some point in their life and mine seems to have piled 
up over the last couple years, but I feel great now. I have a new lease on 
life and a positive mentality so I'm ready to go." 

"We think he can help now, but it's also a future play big time," Dubas 
said. 

With a surplus of injuries on their blueline, the Maple Leafs traded for 
defenceman Conor Timmins from the Coyotes. Timmins says he is 
looking to seize the opportunity ahead of him, and has some familiarity 
with fellow d-man Rasmus Sandin who he played with on the Soo 
Greyhounds. 

Rielly, who got hurt on Monday, is on the long-term injured reserve, 
which means he must miss 10 games and 24 days.  

"He'll be out the 24 days at least and we'll go from there," said Dubas. 
"We hope it's not too much longer beyond that, but with how important he 
is and the with the injury to the knee we won't want to be rushing with 
that or taking undo risk." 

Calle Jarnkrok moved up to the second line at practice skating beside 
Tavares and Marner.  

"One thing he has shown, first of all, is that he is defensively responsible 
but also that he can score," noted Keefe. "If you get him the puck in good 
spots, he is going to put it in. He showed that in pre-season. He has 
shown that in the regular season here." 

Jarnkrok has four goals and two assists.   

"His game is starting to trend in the right direction," Keefe said. "He has 
scored big goals and contributed at 5-on-5 for us. He is a good penalty 
killer with good defensive habits. He gives you absolutely everything he 
has on every shift. To that end, we wanted to give him that opportunity. 
We also just like how it shapes up the rest of the lines." 

Wayne Simmonds will play for the first time since Nov. 5. He slots in 
beside Pontus Holmberg and Alex Kerfoot. The Minnesota Wild lead the 
NHL in penalty minutes and just added Ryan Reaves in a trade.  

"It is a big and physical team," Keefe said. "At the same time, we have 
lost a lot of size and experience out of our lineup on defence, in 
particular. Our options there are limited at this point with having five guys 
out. Getting him in on forward is overdue. He has been sitting for a long 
time. I just think it makes a lot of sense, all things considered." 

Simmonds dropped the gloves with Marcus Foligno during last season's 
game in Minnesota.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Jarnkrok moves into top six; Simmonds draws in vs. 
Wild 

The Leafs' line juggling continued ahead of their matinee game in 
Minnesota. Winger Calle Jarnkrok has moved up to play alongside of 
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John Tavares and Mitch Marner. Veteran forward Wayne Simmonds will 
see his first game action since November 5th, and he will be on a line 
with Alex Kerfoot and Pontus Holmberg. TSN's Mark Masters has more, 
including some more injury news on the blueline. 

Matt Murray did work with goalie coach Curtis Sanford, but did not stay 
out for practice.  

"That was part of the plan to get him a quick sweat and see some pucks 
and get out and get ready for tomorrow," said Keefe.  

The Leafs also play Saturday night in Pittsburgh. Will the team split the 
starts in net this weekend?  

"We will take it a day at a time, but that would be the plan going in," 
Keefe said. "Obviously, it is a 1 p.m. start, so it is a little bit different, but 
the travel is significant here. I don't know how we ended up in Minnesota 
in the middle of all of this, but here we are." 

The Leafs wrap up the trip with a game in Detroit on Monday.  

Erik Kallgren last played on Monday when his turnover led to the New 
York Islanders tying goal late in the third period. The Leafs lost the game 
in overtime.  

"It came off the boards a little bit bouncy," he recalled. "I had more time 
than I thought. It's something I can handle a lot better ... It was a tough 
loss. It was a misplay by me. You make mistakes out there. It happens. 
You just have to learn from it and move on and be better in the next 
game. It's something you don't want for the team, but everyone's going to 
make a mistake out there somewhere so it's all about how you handle it 
after and move on." 
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TSN.CA / Salming's passing hits Leafs hard; Nylander: 'It's been hard to 
process' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs general manager Kyle Dubas informed the players 
about the passing of Börje Salming before Thursday’s practice at 
the Xcel Energy Center.  

"I didn't think our meeting would be about that so it really caught me off 
guard," said winger William Nylander. "It's a terrible disease and at least 
now he's not hurting."  

Salming was diagnosed with ALS earlier this year. He was 71.  

The first Swedish-born player to be inducted into the Hockey Hall of 
Fame, Salming had a personal connection to a couple Leafs, including 
Nylander. The pair spent a night out together in Stockholm not too long 
ago. 

Salming visited Toronto to take part in the annual Hall of Fame Game 
ceremony on Nov. 11. Darryl Sittler was by Salming's side and helped his 
former teammate salute the fans, who offered an extended standing 
ovation. The next day Salming was honoured in a pre-game ceremony, 
which included a video tribute detailing his incredible career. 

"It's hard not to be heavy-eyed in those moments and take a step back 
and appreciate just how he set the standard of what it is to be a Maple 
Leaf," said captain John Tavares. "It was great to see that he got those 
moments. Special to see that, be a part of that and feel it."  

Nylander took part in the ceremonial puck drop after the tribute on Nov. 
12 and hugged Salming.  

"It's very sad," Nylander said. "It's been hard to process. Just found out 
and it's very upsetting. Just saw him a few weeks [ago] and it's crazy how 
fast it went."  
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'It's hard to process': Sombre Swedish Leafs remember Salming 

The Maple Leafs boast a roster with a number of Swedish players, and 
after learning of the tragic passing of countryman Borje Salming, some of 
the players took the time to speak about the defenceman's impact on 
them personally, and European hockey in general. 

Sheldon Keefe started all six of the team's Swedish players in that Nov. 
12 game against the Vancouver Canucks and used the opportunity to 
reflect on what it means to be a hockey player and coach in Toronto.  

"Our team was really touched by Börje and his family being in Toronto, 
honouring him the way the organization did and sharing in the moment," 
the coach said. "Such an incredible competitor. For myself, I learned 
even more about him as a player and the impact he has made on our 
organization and our community in Toronto. Our players really felt that a 
couple of weeks ago. It hits us much harder here today. It is a difficult 
time to not be at home in Toronto with our fans." 

Salming is the team's all-time assist leader with 620 and fourth in career 
points for the franchise, behind only Mats Sundin, Sittler and Dave Keon. 

After Rasmus Sandin was drafted by the Leafs in 2018, Salming took him 
out for lunch. His father, Patric, came as well. The elder Sandin 
lists Salming as his hockey idol. Father and son shared some text 
messages after the news broke on Thursday.  

"You're shocked," the 22-year-old Leafs defenceman said. "It's crazy 
when you think about it. What is it? A week, 10 days ago or something, 
he was in Toronto and to get the news today, it's crazy." 

"It's very, very tough," said goalie Erik Kallgren. "Just glad that the 
organization had time to bring him over and really show how much the 
fans and organization appreciates him and how much he's meant to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs and hockey in general. A really, really sad day." 

A progressive disease of the nervous system, ALS affects cells in the 
brain and spinal cord and leads to muscle control loss. Salming had 
recently lost the ability to speak.  

"It is devastating," said Keefe. "The fact that we are so impacted here 
today tells you a lot about the type of person and player that he was." 

Salming, who signed with the Leafs in 1973, played 16 of 17 seasons in 
Toronto. But his legacy goes beyond one city. He was a trail blazer.  

"He led the way for a lot of Europeans to come over," Sandin stressed.  

"He was a warrior," former Leaf Lanny McDonald said following the 
ceremony on Nov. 11. "I have always looked at Börje as probably one of 
the top five, six defencemen of all-time. He could do it all. He was 
fearless. Every North American player looks up to him and every other 
player outside of North America should actually be giving Börje a 
royalty cheque."  

It's fitting, Nylander noted, that Pontus Holmberg, the latest Swede to 
crack the Leafs lineup, scored his first NHL goal, the game winner, on 
Wednesday night.  

"It's very special for him to score that last goal there 
before [Salming] passed," Nylander said.  
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'He paved the way': Tavares reflects on how Salming changed hockey 
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