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Trades, NHL early-season surprises, what to make of the Hurricanes: Duhatschek notebook 

By Erin Duhatschek 

Trades! Two of them in the week before American 
Thanksgiving, both intriguing in more than just an 
afterthought sort of way.  

But let’s begin with the fact that officially the NHL’s first 
quarter will come to an end with the 12th game on Friday’s 
14-game schedule. The NHL took Thursday off to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, an important early-season yardstick because, 
traditionally, NHL standings don’t move much once you get 
past turkey day.  

Dating back to the first season coming out of the lockout, 
2005-06, if you’re in the playoff picture at Thanksgiving, you 
have a roughly 75 percent chance of being there when the 
season ends. So, take a bow Devils, Bruins, Golden Knights 
and Kraken, the four teams with the best reasons to give 
thanks at this critical juncture – teams that generally didn’t 
attract a lot of offseason attention or hype.  

The Devils’ 13-game win streak came to an end Wednesday 
at the hands of the Maple Leafs, but it couldn’t overshadow 
the strides made by New Jersey – a young, fast, confident 
team that was finding ways of winning games that were 
hanging in the balance. That’s usually the first sign that a 
team, committed to a rebuild, is working its way to the next 
level.  

You can talk all you want about winning the summer and 
making shrewd moves that look good on paper. But then 
they drop the puck, and all that goes out the window. The 
league is close, the gap between the good and the bad so 
narrow that the successful teams eventually need to figure 
out how to win those close games when you get to the third 
period.  

That’s really the signature of the 2022-23 Devils.  

Comebacks have been the story of the season thus far. 
Every one of the 32 teams has managed at least one come-
from-behind win, and 25 of them have two or more. 
Moreover, there have been 22 multi-goal, third-period 
comebacks, according to the league. That’s never happened 
before.  

Boston had its seven-game win streak snapped against the 
Panthers earlier this week, but the Bruins are undefeated at 
home. Remarkable considering they started the year without 
two of their five best players. Not only did Brad Marchand 

and Charlie McAvoy return earlier than expected, but they’re 
also making an impact.  

Health is a critical contributor to the Vegas turnaround as 
well. Jack Eichel showed signs of life when he finally 
received medical clearance to play last year, but he’s 
contributing at a different level this year and that’s galvanized 
an offense that needed jumpstarting. Seattle is 7-1-1 in its 
last nine, an .833 points percentage. In that stretch, only 
New Jersey (.909) is better.  

Here’s a sentence I could not have imagined myself in 
September: The comeback player of the year just could be 
Martin Jones.  

And if there’s an honorable mention amidst all the ‘didn’t-
see-that-coming’ storylines to develop in the first quarter, it 
probably needs to involve the Coyotes because they are not 
falling off the face of the earth the way so many expected. 
Instead, they have 18 points in 16 games, despite a massive 
early concentration of road games, where they are a 
remarkably respectable 6-7-1. The news got even better this 
week because both Nick Schmaltz and Jakob Chychrun 
finally returned to the lineup Monday. Schmaltz had been 
absent since the opening game of the season. On a team 
with limited talent, getting back last year’s No. 2 scorer was 
critical. 

Chychrun, meanwhile, is two games into his return and 
averaging 21:48 in time on ice already, just behind team 
leader J.J. Moser.  

Arizona was involved in one of last week’s two deals, and it 
involved a defenseman, but that defenseman was neither 
Chychrun nor Shayne Gostisbehere.  

It was Conor Timmins, swapped to Toronto for prospect 
Curtis Douglas. More on the actual deals in a minute. Let’s 
talk about Chychrun first because his return to play was the 
necessary opening step in him finding a new NHL home at 
some point later in the season. So far, Coyotes general 
manager Bill Armstrong has held fast on his demands for 
Chychrun, on the grounds that in a capped-out world, a 24-
year-old player with a $4.6 million cap hit for this season, 
plus two more has value beyond just what he can produce 
on the ice.  

But it’s that second point that has the league tied in knots. 
Chychrun is such a polarizing talent. Some teams like him a 
lot. Some aren’t sure about everything he brings to the mix. 
Any of the teams that are lukewarm on Chychrun aren’t 
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bidding on his services anyway. Of the teams that do see the 
upside, they first want assurances that he can a) stay healthy 
for a bit, and b) after all this time on the sidelines, get a 
genuine sense of where his game is at.  

It’s a little bit of the reason that Timmins went for a relative 
bargain-basement price. When you consider his draft 
pedigree (32nd in 2017, the first player chosen on the 
second day of the draft) and the promise he showed as a 
young player, the fact that he was traded for a 6-foot-9 
forward project suggests a lot of concern over whether he 
can actually stay healthy.  

Toronto will find out soon enough, given their current needs 
on an injury-shortened blue line. Here’s the good news for 
the Leafs: If Timmins can ever stay healthy and find his 
game, he won’t just be a short-term solution. He could be 
part of their mix for a long time. Obviously, that’s a big if. On 
the other hand, if you’re not rolling the dice now in Toronto, 
trying to find those hidden gems, you’re missing the boat.  

When it comes to Chychrun, teams can either be seduced by 
the 18 goals in 26 games during the COVID-19-shortened 
season two years ago or misled by the underwhelming 
numbers he put up last year (21 points in 47 games), before 
eventually shutting it down to recover from two separate 
injuries – surgeries to remove a bone spur in his ankle and 
repair a wrist injury.  

So, he’s a bit of a mystery and no one wants to render 
judgment based on the first week back, though it probably 
wasn’t lost on the league that in Arizona’s impressive 4-0 win 
over the Hurricanes, Chychrun went plus-three, recorded 
eight shots on goal, earned an assist and played 20:32 in the 
game. 

Carolina on my mind 

It’s hard to get a true read on the Hurricanes at the moment, 
and not just because they were using their No. 3 goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov in the loss to Arizona. This week, Kochetkov 
signed a four-year contract extension, a signal that the 
Hurricanes believe he’ll be part of their long-term goaltending 
solution and he’ll eventually replace either Freddie Andersen 
or Antti Raanta, both of whom are on expiring contracts and 
injured all the time. With Carolina, it’s impossible to predict 
the direction they’ll head because they don’t mind 
unconventional risky moves, or walking away from any 
player they believe overprices himself.  

For a long time, most of their decisions have worked out. 
One that remains a work in progress however is Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi who, in his second year after signing the offer 
sheet with the Hurricanes and gifted an early chance to play 
five-on-five with Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas, has 
three points in 20 games, playing an average of 15:20 per 
night. Carolina was a preseason darling and when you 
consider scoring production, the fact that they’re still a very 
respectable 10-6-4 is astonishing. Teuvo Teravainen is hurt 
and out long term, Seth Jarvis hasn’t taken a step forward in 

Year 2 yet, and all the offense is concentrated on three 
players: Sebastian Aho, Necas and Svechnikov, who have 
22, 23 and 20 points respectively. From there it falls to Brent 
Burns (13) and after that, it’s Jordan Martinook fifth, with nine 
points, all at even strength.  

Carolina’s DNA is team defense but they’ll need to either find 
offensive solutions internally (still possible) or search for 
reinforcements before the deadline if that doesn’t happen. 
Still, it’s easy to forget that a big part of their offseason 
planning was adding Max Pacioretty from Vegas. Pacioretty 
is out long term after tearing his Achilles tendon back in July 
in training, but he was expected back at some point near the 
January All-Star break, which theoretically gives him enough 
time to get into game shape and up to speed with coach Rod 
Brind’Amour’s system.  

Carolina had to hurriedly sign replacements after Pacioretty’s 
surgery. Sometimes, when you shop at the bargain rack, you 
get lucky. But so far, no. Paul Stastny (four assists, no 
goals), Derek Stepan (one assist, no goals) and the oft-
injured Ondrej Kase limited to only a single game played, 
haven’t appreciably accomplished much. The only saving 
grace is together, the three are only earning $3.75 million. 

The best value play in Carolina has been Stefan Noesen. 
The Noesen signing was different – he got two years, just 
over the NHL minimum ($762,500), and is tied for second on 
the team in power-play goals (with two). Carolina’s power-
play percentage – of 13.5 – is 30th in the NHL. Only 
Columbus and Anaheim trail. It was 22.0 – 13th overall – last 
year when Tony DeAngelo was quarterbacking the unit.  

The Hurricanes had a good look at Gostisbehere this past 
week. You wonder if they would try to add him or John 
Klingberg nearer to the trade deadline, if at some point, the 
power play still needs a boost. Tyson Barrie was a long-ago 
rumored option there as well, but it’s hard to imagine the 
Oilers moving on from him in the middle of the season. 

Timmins watch 

Once you strip away all the noise about Timmins, who was 
drafted out of Sault Ste. Marie, where Leaf GM Kyle Dubas 
once worked, and simply focus on the player, what do we 
know? Circle back to 2017, Colorado was coming off a last-
place finish but lost the draft lottery. It dropped Colorado 
back to fourth, where – sigh! – they had to settle for a 
teenager coming out of Brooks in the Alberta Junior Hockey 
League.  

Cale Makar turned out to be a nice consolation prize. But the 
draft lottery only applies to the first round, so Colorado had 
the first pick of the second round and the overall takeaway 
after the draft was over, was that the Avalanche managed to 
secure two young defensemen who would be part of the 
rebuild. Makar became who he is today. Since his 2017-18 
season in Sault Ste. Marie, Timmins has played exactly 41 
NHL games and 52 AHL games. That’s just a ridiculous run 
of bad luck. GMs are funny though. All the positive first 
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impressions that they saw from Timmins as a teenager, deep 
down, they secretly hope he can get his career back on 
track.  

In the meantime, the Leafs are getting enormously good 
value out of Mark Giordano, the 39-year-old who signed a 
bargain-basement contract extension with the Leafs last 
summer. Giordano isn’t the same all-around threat he was 
when winning a Norris Trophy with Calgary not so long ago. 
Some players just have a presence, though it can be 
manifested in different ways. With Giordano, it’s simply the 
overall professionalism with which he carries himself. He is 
the ultimate low-maintenance player. Nowadays, managing 
personalities is so much a part of developing team chemistry. 
Nothing contributes to that more than consistent, lead-by-
example sorts of players. 

Ryan Reaves Appreciation Club 

Essentially, the Wild landed Ryan Reaves from the Rangers 
for the cost of his contract, plus a fifth-round pick. Practically, 
free in the grand scheme of things. Normally, a trade for a 
player who was a healthy scratch for most of the season 
would be limited to a quick mention in transactions. But 
Reaves is such a big personality that it was a hard deal to 
ignore – and reminded me of some of the trades in Calgary 
back in the 20th century when I was still covering the team.  

In that disastrous 10-player trade that sent Doug Gilmour 
and Jamie Macoun to Toronto, arguably the only contributing 

piece that came Calgary’s way was Craig Berube. General 
manager Doug Risebrough genuinely believed they needed 
to add Berube’s toughness to the mix. Similarly, a few years 
before, when Cliff Fletcher was in charge, he picked up Nick 
Fotiu at the 1986 trade deadline. The Fotiu trade was 
overshadowed by a bigger deal – adding John Tonelli, only a 
few years removed from the Islanders’ dynasty run – but the 
thinking was, they needed Fotiu’s physical presence in the 
event that they ran into Edmonton in the playoffs, which of 
course they did. Fotiu played nine regular-season games for 
the Flames, plus 11 more in the playoffs, and he quickly 
became a fan favorite, the same way he was in New York. 

A lot of the adjectives used to describe Reaves – energy, 
toughness, presence – applied to Fotiu as well. It’s a hard 
quality to measure analytically, but it’s real. You could sense 
a different vibration in the Flames after Fotiu arrived than 
there was before. It’s presence. Right or wrong, in a physical 
team sport like professional hockey, it can matter.  At this 
late stage, it’s important that Reaves isn’t a liability on the 
ice, as he’s bringing comfort to the team’s skilled players and 
brightening up the mood of a team that was in the doldrums 
until a 6-1 thumping of the Jets. Fit too is important but the 
one good thing about the Fotius, the Berubes and the 
Reaveses of the hockey world. They are not shrinking 
violets. They can make their dressing-room presence felt 
right away.  
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NHL playoff tiers and buyer/seller 1.0: Where each team stands at American Thanksgiving 
By The Athletic NHL Staff 

American Thanksgiving is an important date on the NHL 
calendar, and not just for the turkey and The Athletic’s Black 
Friday sale. It’s a traditional point in the season — roughly 
one-quarter of the way in — when general managers have a 
good idea of what kind of teams they have and need to start 
making decisions on what to do about it. 

Last season, 12 of 16 eventual-playoff teams were in playoff 
position by Turkey Day, Nov. 25, and all 16 were within 0.15 
points per game of being in the field. That follows a historical 
trend. 

So, yes, the trade deadline is still three-plus months away 
and the playoffs are still nearly five months away, but it’s not 
too early to look at which teams are headed in which 
direction. 

To do so, The Athletic asked the writers who know each NHL 
team best two questions: 1) How confident are you in the 
team’s playoff chances? And 2) Will the team be a buyer or a 
seller at the deadline? 

Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 6-13-1, 8th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Ducks are the worst team in the NHL. They’ve 
got three of their top six defensemen (John Klingberg, Kevin 
Shattenkirk, Dmitry Kulikov) and a solid backup goalie 
(Anthony Stolarz) hitting unrestricted-free-agent status this 
summer. The term left on the contracts for veteran forwards 
Adam Henrique and Jakob Silfverberg is becoming more 
manageable. There is plenty of cap room to be a third-party 
facilitator and obtain an extra asset. Why wait until the trade 
deadline? General manager Pat Verbeek reportedly has the 
market open now. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 7-9-2, 7th in Central 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Coyotes have a handful of pending 
unrestricted free agents who could be useful rentals, topped 
by power-play QB Shayne Gostisbehere, and the group also 
includes two moderately priced forwards — Nick Ritchie 
($2.5 million) and Nick Bjugstad ($900,000). Now that he’s 
healthy and playing, the odds greatly increase that Jakob 
Chychrun (this year plus two more at $4.6 million) also 
moves on to a contender. So Wednesday’s trade of Conor 
Timmins to the Maple Leafs won’t be their last of the season. 
But the Coyotes’ main deadline role could be as a third-party 
broker for teams trying to squeeze a player onto their roster 
that they don’t have the salary-cap space to accommodate. 
Arizona is 31st of 32 teams in payroll, and thus has lots of 
available cap space to auction off for the right deal. — Eric 
Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Record: 17-3-0, 1st in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: This could be the last championship run for Patrice 
Bergeron and David Krejci. It is management’s mandate to 
make this roster as bulletproof as possible while the window 
remains open. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 9-11-0, 7th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Sabres have shown some life with a recent 
two-game winning streak, but they dug themselves a hole by 
losing eight in a row in regulation. It would take a heroic 
effort for this young team to climb the standings and get into 
the playoffs. While they don’t have a ton of pieces to sell, I 
imagine the Sabres’ phone lines will be open at the deadline 
if teams are interested in some of their older players. 
— Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Record: 9-7-3, 4th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 
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Analysis: After a slow start to the season, the Flames are 
starting to see production and confidence from Jonathan 
Huberdeau. Nazem Kadri continues to be a fit. They have a 
workable first-line trio in Elias Lindholm, Adam Ruzicka and 
Tyler Toffoli. Despite whatever early-season challenges 
they’ve faced, the Flames are in a wild-card spot and are 
trending in the right direction. Regardless of playoff position, 
we expect the Flames to seek a top-nine scoring winger at 
the deadline. General manager Brad Treliving has been 
searching for one since training camp. — Julian McKenzie 
and Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 10-6-4, 3rd in Metro 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Hurricanes haven’t played their best hockey 
this season but still find themselves as one of the top teams 
in the Eastern Conference. They’ll get a big in-house addition 
before the trade deadline once Max Pacioretty returns, but 
Carolina will also likely look to bolster its lineup for the 
stretch run. The biggest need at this moment — assuming 
everyone is healthy — is probably a third-pairing 
defenseman who can provide a little offense and run the 
second power-play unit. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 6-10-3, 8th in Central 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Blackhawks deserve credit for their 
surprisingly competitive start, but scrappy only takes you so 
far in the NHL, and they’ve come back to Earth quite a bit 
with 11 losses (three in overtime or a shootout) in their past 
13 games. Injuries to Seth Jones, Tyler Johnson and Alex 
Stalock surely have played a role in the downturn, but the 
fact is the Blackhawks look overwhelmed more often than 
not. And that’s by design, of course. So all options are on the 
table, including flipping the likes of Max Domi, Andreas 
Athanasiou and Jack Johnson for picks, and moving Patrick 
Kane and Jonathan Toews if the two franchise pillars waive 
their no-movement clauses. The Blackhawks are open for 
business. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 11-6-1, 2nd in Central 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: The Avalanche are in a window of Stanley Cup 
contention, and they will do what they can to maximize their 
chances of repeating as champions. This isn’t a front office 
that acts rashly — Joe Sakic never traded a first-round pick 
until 2021, when he needed to acquire a goalie — but it’s 
one unafraid of making aggressive moves. Last deadline, for 
example, the team added Artturi Lehkonen, who was on the 
first line for the Cup-clinching Game 6, as well as a top-four 
defenseman in Josh Manson, a dressing-room leader in 
forward Andrew Cogliano and a depth piece in Nico Sturm. 
The team could use another middle-six forward, ideally one 
who can play center, and extra defense is never a bad thing. 
— Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 7-11-1, 8th in Metro 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Due to a double-whammy of a start — first dreadful 
play, then an unimaginable wave of injuries to big-ticket 
players — the Blue Jackets’ season is over before it really 
got started. Even if the Blue Jackets were healthy, their 3-9-0 
start would make for an uphill climb in the standings. But with 
defenseman Zach Werenski (shoulder) lost for the season, 
and Patrik Laine (ankle) out for several weeks, they’ve got 
virtually no chance to make up ground the rest of the way. 
Who’s running the point on their top power-play unit? Marcus 
Bjork. (Admit it, you’ve never heard of him.) — Aaron 
Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Record: 12-5-3, 1st in Central 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The most accurate answer is that the Stars will 
likely stand pat at the deadline. They’re in a tight cap 
situation so they can’t just add talent by sending out future 
assets (prospects, draft picks). The two moves to keep on 
the radar are trading away Anton Khudobin and/or Denis 
Gurianov. Both players are on expiring deals. Khudobin will 
be much harder to move, as he will have to be prolific in the 
AHL and the acquiring team will have to feel it can translate 
to the NHL once again. Gurianov is a young talent who has 
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value. If the Stars want to move him, it would require him to 
play well and for the right deal to materialize. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 10-5-4, 3rd in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Detroit’s underlying numbers are more concerning 
than their record, and they could go from “bubble” to “long 
shot” over the course of the next month — and the best 
guess is still that they’ll be on the wrong side of that bubble 
when all is said and done. Still, though, that’s an 
improvement over past seasons, and the Red Wings don’t 
look like they’ll go down without a fight. The real question, 
when it comes to the deadline, is whether they’re more likely 
to sell or stand pat. Buying (or at least renting) feels unlikely 
until they’re more of a sure thing, but you could see a case 
for them to forego a fire sale if they’re still hanging around 
that bubble come February. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 10-10-0, 5th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: They should be a tier above this, with the other 
“safe bets.” Should. The Oilers have underachieved so far 
while playing in a poor division and having the best player in 
the world on their team. Logically, they still should make the 
playoffs without much of an issue, but general manager Ken 
Holland needs to find a way to add to this team, namely on 
defense. It’ll be difficult because the Oilers are using long-
term injured reserve cap space and don’t have many 
moveable contracts. These are the peak Connor McDavid 
years, though, and the Oilers need reinforcements. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Record: 10-8-2, 5th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Panthers’ bubble designation is probably a bit 
of a surprise, given their 2022 Presidents’ Trophy and 
current talent level, but check out the standings — there they 

are. They’ve got good things going on underneath the hood, 
sitting in the top five in expected goals percentage and high-
danger scoring change percentage, but they’re chasing three 
elite teams in the Atlantic and the Rangers and Penguins in 
the wild-card race. It won’t be easy. Some deadline help 
would be nice, particularly on the blue line, but they’re on 
track to be capped out. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 11-9-2, 3rd in Pacific 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Provided they get better goaltending than they 
have so far, the Kings have a little more offensive punch and 
still play a tight system that does well over a long schedule. 
Vegas might run away with the Pacific, but the other two 
guaranteed division playoff spots could stay wide open. At 
worst, the Kings should be in the mix for a wild-card berth. 
But they’ve long had a need for a top-four defender with a 
left-hand shot to balance out the right-heavy blue line. A 
proven third-line center or another scoring winger as a rental 
is down the list but wouldn’t hurt. Where they are in their 
evolution, it is time to be adding at the deadline rather than 
subtracting. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Record: 9-8-2, 5th in Central 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Wild have been the prototypical .500 team 
thus far and have had major issues scoring, being without 
three of last season’s top six forwards for much of this 
season (the traded Kevin Fiala and the injured Ryan 
Hartman and Jordan Greenway). Wild general manager Bill 
Guerin acquired Ryan Reaves on Wednesday to add size, 
swagger, ruggedness and energy to the bottom six and 
confirmed a report from The Athletic that he’s looking for help 
in the top six. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 10-9-1, 6th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 
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Analysis: After some surprising performances out of the gate, 
the Canadiens have come back to Earth lately to remind us 
that the flaws surrounding this team are very real. They want 
to establish a winning mentality and would welcome a spot in 
the playoffs with open arms, but they are expected to miss 
the cut, and that has not changed. Any other outcome would 
be outlandish. And once they recognize they’re out of the 
hunt, the Canadiens are not just going to be sellers, they are 
likely to sell aggressively. That’s, in part, what their roster is 
designed to do. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Record: 9-9-2, 6th in Central 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: It’s been an underwhelming start for the Predators 
— a recent 4-0-1 homestand upgrading it from disastrous — 
but Juuse Saros is finally looking like himself and the power 
play is functioning again. This looks like a lock of a bubble 
team. David Poile’s recent history tells us that means he will 
treat it like a team that should be sacrificing futures to get 
better now, even if it shouldn’t. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Record: 16-4-0, 1st in Metro 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Devils have had one of the best starts in the 
league. If they continue at this rate, they should be a lock for 
the playoffs. But a “safe bet” is a bit more of a comfortable 
projection than a lock, given we know how quickly things can 
go south. As such, the team should be a buyer — but they 
probably aren’t going to be too aggressive just yet. It’s the 
start of their playoff window, which should keep them a bit 
more reserved. Maybe “buying” looks like keeping Damon 
Severson as an internal rental instead of flipping the pending 
unrestricted free agent at the deadline. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Record: 13-8-0, 2nd in Metro 

Playoff tier: On the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Islanders are a veteran team that wants to 
challenge for a Stanley Cup this season, and they also have 
a very specific need — another forward or two. It’s been that 
way dating back to last season’s trade deadline, when 
general manager Lou Lamoriello did nothing, and then he 
followed it up with an equally uneventful offseason. While the 
Islanders have been more effective offensively this season 
than many may have expected, there still isn’t enough high-
end talent up front to consider them a true contender. 
Lamoriello has to do something at some point, right? 
— Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Record: 10-7-4, 4th in Metro 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Rangers’ recent stretch of good results has 
matched some consistently good play this season. Igor 
Shesterkin has brought his game back to a high level, and 
Adam Fox has been at that high level all season long. In a 
crowded Metro division, no one can match their combination 
of elite goaltending and high-end skill. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Record: 6-12-1, 8th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Here we are again, Sens fans. It’s American 
Thanksgiving and your favorite team is stuck in the 
basement of the standings. It wasn’t supposed to be this 
way, after the “Summer of Pierre.” The Senators injected 
some much-needed talent into the roster and were supposed 
to be a fun, high-scoring team with the potential for flirting 
with a playoff spot if everything fell into place. But at the 20-
game mark, we’re seeing what happens when everything 
goes wrong in Ottawa. We’re not quite at the stage of 
needing a Hamburglar run to salvage the season, but we’re 
pretty darn close. The Senators have better odds of landing 
Connor Bedard (13.5 percent) than they do of making the 
playoffs right now (10.3 percent). And if we’re looking ahead 
to the trade deadline, Ottawa could have some interesting 
situations to deal with in Artem Zub and Alex DeBrincat. Do 
both players want to stay here long-term — or are they going 
to turn into trade pieces? — Ian Mendes 
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Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 10-7-3, 5th in Metro 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: I would still bet on the Penguins being a playoff 
team, but it’s hardly a lock. The Devils and Hurricanes are 
clearly the two best teams in the Metro Division right now. 
There’s a good chance the Penguins, Rangers and Islanders 
will be fighting for two spots. It will be quite a battle. That the 
Penguins still have a large number of home games 
remaining on their schedule will be helpful, and my guess is 
that the Penguins and Rangers will reach the postseason. 
Penguins general manager Ron Hextall will probably acquire 
some help at the deadline, but don’t expect a blockbuster. 
That pesky salary cap is a real problem. — Josh Yohe 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 7-8-5, 6th in Metro 

Playoff tier: Not happening 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Flyers’ losing streak hit eight games 
Wednesday, and with Carter Hart falling back into the realm 
of mere mortals, they now look like the team most thought 
they would be heading into the season. Is part of the issue a 
devastating rash of injuries that has knocked out most of 
their projected top six up front? Sure. But the distinct lack of 
game-changing, high-end talent was always going to rear its 
head. It’s just been expedited by the injuries. This doesn’t at 
all look like a playoff-caliber team. — Charlie O’Connor 

San Jose Sharks 

Record: 7-12-3, 7th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Mike Grier has avoided making statements about 
specific expectations for this season, other than fielding a 
team he hopes is competitive and plays hard. His first team 
as general manager has done that … but it is also near the 
bottom of the league in points percentage. Whether Grier 
goes beyond just looking to trade the pending unrestricted 
free agents could be a big hint at how long he believes the 
re-making of San Jose’s roster into a future playoff/Stanley 
Cup contender is going to take. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Record: 11-5-3, 2nd in Pacific 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: Not to take anything away from Seattle’s start, but 
this is a team I can see just missing the playoffs. Right now, 
they’re a disruptor in the Western Conference and surprising 
teams. But I won’t be surprised if the team sells a bit at the 
deadline just to position itself better for the future. With the 
right moves, maybe the Kraken find a way to strengthen their 
chances next year, to build on the progress they’ve made. — 
Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Record: 10-9-0, 4th in Central 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: Two weeks ago, when the Blues were mired in an 
eight-game losing streak, I would’ve labeled them a long shot 
to make the playoffs and guaranteed they’d be sellers at the 
trade deadline. But they followed that up with a seven-game 
winning streak, which has changed the outlook on the 
season. They’re playing like the club most expected, and 
now that they’re back in the Western Conference playoff 
race, trading the likes of Vladimir Tarasenko and/or Ryan 
O’Reilly doesn’t seem so certain — for now. — Jeremy 
Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 11-7-1, 4th in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Lightning have been aggressive at the 
deadline the past few years — including acquiring Brandon 
Hagel and Nick Paul last spring — and they should be busy 
again. They’ve been to three straight Finals and have the 
kind of team they hope can make another run. But with their 
depth decreased due to cap casualties, they’ll have needs. 
— Joe Smith 
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Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 11-5-5, 2nd in Atlantic 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive buyer 

Analysis: This team has so much at stake this season that 
there’s no doubt of their buyer — aggressive buyer — status. 
And the Leafs, despite ranking near the top of the league 
amid a bumpy, injured-riddled start, have clear needs right 
now. They will almost certainly need to add an impact 
defenceman to replace Jake Muzzin, along with a higher-end 
forward to play in their top six. More depth in goal wouldn’t 
hurt either. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 7-10-3, 6th in Pacific 

Playoff tier: It’s a long shot 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Aggressive seller 

Analysis: The Canucks have to be one of the NHL’s most 
disappointing teams, off to a nightmare start for the third 
straight season. And while they’re not quite out of it yet — 
Dom Luszczyszyn’s model still gives them a decent shot of 
qualifying for the playoffs — there’s very little confidence in 
this marketplace of their ability to turn it around, particularly 
given the constant off-ice drama that surrounds them. On the 
ice, the Canucks are a mess on the blue line, awful on the 
penalty kill, and Thatcher Demko has surprisingly 
disappointed, among other factors. The club’s shocking 
tendency of blowing leads points to a lack of chemistry and 
resilience as a group. Vancouver’s still relatively new 
management team doubled down on this group in its first 
offseason, a regrettable choice in retrospect. Assuming this 
season continues to go sideways, they can’t afford to miss 
another opportunity to use the trade deadline to net future 
assets. — Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 16-4-1, 1st in Pacific 

Playoff tier: They’re a lock 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: The Golden Knights are on pace for 129 points, are 
projected to finish among the league’s top three teams and 
have a 99 percent probability of making the playoffs. I’m not 
sure if they’ll reach that lofty point total, but I think it’s safe to 
consider Vegas a lock to make the postseason once again. I 
expect the Golden Knights to buy at the deadline, but their 
options could be limited to mid-to-low-salary players due to 
the cap. Owner Bill Foley hinted to me last month that the 
club could be in the market for a winger around the $3 million 
cap hit range. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Record: 8-10-3, 7th in Metro 

Playoff tier: They’ll be on the bubble 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Seller 

Analysis: The Caps have qualified for the playoffs eight 
straight seasons and 14 of the past 15. That run, however, 
could be in serious jeopardy should the aging, injury-plagued 
team fail to get into gear — and soon. The math is already 
starting to look a bit daunting for Alex Ovechkin and 
company at 8-10-3. If things don’t improve, general manager 
Brian MacLellan could find himself in an unfamiliar position at 
the March trade deadline: the role of seller. The roster 
features 13 unrestricted and three restricted free agents, 
giving MacLellan plenty of flexibility. So, yeah, it’s not a 
stretch to say the next few weeks could determine the short- 
and long-term future of the franchise. — Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 11-6-1, 3rd in Central 

Playoff tier: Should be a safe bet 

Trade deadline buyer or seller? Buyer 

Analysis: If all goes well from here to the trade deadline, it 
will mean Winnipeg weathered the storm without Nikolaj 
Ehlers. He’ll be back with the team after abdominal surgery 
and ideally rounding into form. The Jets’ success so far has 
been more than just Connor Hellebuyck, and they might 
reasonably be thought of as buyers if things continue down 
this road, but with a deep defense and Ehlers’ likely return, I 
suspect any additions are more about tweaks than massive 
changes. The worse-case scenario of a horrible collapse and 
a jettisoning of veteran talent seems to have passed. — 
Murat Ates 
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Recap: Canes Overtime Struggles Continue In Boston 
Power play scores twice in the first period, but the Bruins 
come from behind to take the win 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - For the fourth time in five games the 
Carolina Hurricanes fell in overtime Friday, this time suffering 
a 3-2 defeat at the hands of the Boston Bruins. 

Three Things 

A Breakthrough For The Power Play 

A big factor in the Canes going 0-3-1 in their four most recent 
outings leading into today's contest was their inability to 
score on the man advantage. They'd been held without 
success in their last 20 attempts, but it was a streak that they 
were able to snap early in today's contest. 

On their first attempt of the afternoon an assertive batch of 
Canes created an opportunity that was polished off by Stefan 
Noesen. 

The third of the year for #23 was the first of what would be 
two power play goals for Carolina in the first period. 8:31 
after Noesen opened the scoring, Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored 
the first goal of the year for the Canes' second power play 
unit. 

Another Stellar Outing For Kochetkov 

After he became the first goaltender to start three games in a 
row for the team on Wednesday, Pyotr Kochetkov extended 
his streak to four games in the matinee. 

Rod Brind'Amour said pre-game that Antti Raanta was 
healthy enough to back up again, but he's still not 100% after 
being nicked up at Wednesday's morning skate. 

The 23-year-old rookie was stellar once again, including two 
tone-setting stops on Matt Grzelcyk and Taylor Hall in the 
first 31 seconds of the game. 

In total he would finish with 38 stops. His record moves to 2-
1-3, despite allowing a total of just 14 goals in the six games 
played. 

A New Look Up Front 

After being held scoreless Wednesday night by Arizona, Rod 
Brind'Amour and staff rolled out an entirely new selection of 
their four forward lines today. 

The changes unfortunately did not lead to any even strength 
goals, marking the third consecutive contest that Carolina 
was held off the board at five-on-five. 

For Captain Jordan Staal it was his first time dating back to 
last season not playing with Jesper Fast. 

They Said It 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi offering his thoughts on what hurt the 
Canes after having an early 2-0 lead... 

"We took too many penalties. That's hurting us right now. 
Five-on-five we're doing a really good job and I thought we 
started good tonight, but we just couldn't keep that up." 

Jordan Martinook expressing similar thoughts... 

"That power play has been too good for a long time and you 
don't want to give them chance after chance. We had our 
chances in the third to get ahead, I had the two-on-one with 
Jordo, we had the two-on-one with Fishy and Neci. We had 
our chances; it wasn't like we weren't getting anything. You 
give them those chances and it's a law of averages. We 
have to know when to not take penalties and try to play at 
five-on-five." 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment on the contest... 

"We were in the penalty box [the whole time]. What do you 
want me to say? That's it. We can't take penalties at the end, 
especially when it is four-on-three and then five-on-three. We 
did a hell of a job working our butts off tonight. We killed 
most of the penalties. They got a weird one there to tie it up, 
it's a flip of the coin I guess... We had a mistake there with a 
change [in overtime] and that's a tough one." 

Bonus Notes 

The Canes finished 2/6 on the power play. They 
unfortunately gifted Boston six opportunities on the power 
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play as well, with David Pastrnak's overtime winner coming 
as their lone success. 

Brent Burns led the way for Carolina with six of the team's 36 
shots. 

Boston's starting netminder, Linus Ullmark, left the game due 
to an injury with 13:03 remaining in the third period. Jeremy 
Swayman came in to replace him, stopping all six shots 
faced in 13 minutes of work. 

The Canes move to 10-6-5 on the season. The Bruins 
advance to 18-3-0. 

What's Next? 

The team will travel back to Raleigh immediately post-game 
to prepare for a Saturday afternoon showdown (4 p.m.) at 
PNC Arena against the Calgary Flames. 

 

 

Pastrnak, Bruins defeat Hurricanes in OT to set NHL record 
Boston wins 12th straight at home to start season; Ullmark 
leaves with upper body injury 

By Joe Pohoryles 

BOSTON -- The Boston Bruins set the NHL record for 
consecutive home victories to start a season when they won 
their 12th straight at TD Garden, 3-2 in overtime against the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Friday. 

David Pastrnak scored a power-play goal at 3:19 of overtime 
when he one-timed a pass from Brad Marchand. 

"This is [an] Original Six (team), so any record you make as 
a team is special, just because it's such a long history," 
Pastrnak said. "We were obviously aware of it, and this 
group is great. We took it over in the third period because we 
were playing [the] right way, I think 5-on-5 in the first two 
periods, so I think we tired them [out] a little bit." 

David Krejci scored twice for Boston (18-3-0) and Pastrnak 
extended his point streak to nine games with a goal and 
assist (13 points; six goals, seven assists). Linus Ullmark 
made 28 saves in 46:57 before leaving in the third period 
with an upper-body injury. Jeremy Swayman made six saves 
in relief for the win. 

"I liked the way we started," Bruins coach Jim Montgomery 
said. "Then we got on our heels there in the last 10 minutes 
of the first. … Then we got to our offensive game in the 
offensive zone, and I thought that territorially -- I don't know it 
for sure -- but it seemed like we were in their end the whole 
last 30 minutes." 

Stefan Noesen and Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored, and Pyotr 
Kochetkov made 38 saves for Carolina (10-6-5), which has 
lost five in a row (0-1-4). 

Carolina was called for too many men at 2:56 of overtime, 
which set up Pastrnak's goal. 

"We can't take penalties at the end," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "Especially when it's 4-on-3 and 5-on-3. 
We did a [heck] of a job, worked our butts off tonight, killed 
most of the penalties (4 of 6)." 

The Bruins trailed 2-0 after the first period before Krejci 
made it 2-1 at 19:29 of the second, beating Kochetkov high 
off a centering pass from Pastrnak. 

"It's never fun being down going into the third," Krejci said. 
"We're sitting in here trying to figure it out, but yeah, when 
[Montgomery mentioned the record], you kind of want to 
come out there and do the job. Something special on the 
line. It's hard to win in this league and get 12 in a row at 
home, that's pretty special." 

Krejci scored a power-play goal at 10:27 of the third to tie the 
game at 2-2. The goal was initially waved off for goaltender 
interference on Nick Foligno, but Boston used a coach's 
challenge and the call on the ice was overturned. 

"The video coaches do a great job," Montgomery said. "They 
study a lot of that in the offseason, of what is goalie 
interference and what isn't, and we were very confident that 
would be overturned because Foligno started outside of the 
blue paint, then got pushed into the goal." 
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Noesen gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 6:34 of the first, 
tapping in a rebound off a Sebastian Aho redirect on the 
power play. 

"It gives guys confidence when you're killing penalties or 
you're getting power-play goals," Carolina forward Jordan 
Martinook said. "It builds momentum too through other parts 
of the game." 

Kotkaniemi made it 2-0 with a power-play goal at 15:55 of 
the first, corralling a Seth Jarvis wrister that bounced off the 
end boards and stuffing it past Ullmark with a backhander. 

"We're struggling pretty bad right now," Kotkaniemi said. "But 
the 5-on-5 is kind of working pretty good, so we just need to 
stick with that and hopefully find the net." 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin had a breakaway at 
12:30 of the second period, but Ullmark skated out to his 
own blue line to break up the opportunity. 

"We stuck to the game plan," Bruins captain Patrice 
Bergeron said. "We adjusted a few things, and you know, 
[Carolina's] a good team. We know them well. We know they 

play hard and play fast, and it's always a good challenge, so 
we knew we had our hands full, and it was a great game." 

NOTES: Montgomery said Ullmark and forward Craig Smith 
(upper body) are each day to day, but need to be evaluated 
further. Ullmark exited at 6:57 of the third after sprawling to 
take a shot off his glove. Bruins defenseman Connor Clifton 
fell on top of Ullmark's head when blocking another shot. 
Smith was injured in the second period and did not return. … 
Boston is 19-0-0 on home ice since April 16, including the 
Sanley Cup Playoffs, to mark the sixth instance in NHL 
history of a team winning as many consecutive home games 
(regular season or playoffs, spanning seasons or otherwise). 
… Aho had an assist on Carolina's first goal for his 16th road 
point of the season, tied with Connor McDavid, Clayton 
Keller and Sidney Crosby for the League lead. … Each of 
Noesen's past four goals have come on the power play 
(dating to March 5, 2020 with the San Jose Sharks), 
accounting for the only power-play goals of his NHL career. 
… Pastrnak has a point streak of nine-plus games for the 
sixth time in his career. Each of the other instances were 
double-digits, including a personal best 13-game stretch in 
2019-20.
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Bruins beat Canes for NHL home record to start the season 

BOSTON (AP) — The Boston Bruins set the NHL record for 
most home victories to start a season with their 12th straight, 
topping the Carolina Hurricanes 3-2 in overtime on Friday 
with a power-play goal from David Pastrnak.  

The Bruins broke the mark of 11 that was set by the 1963-64 
Chicago Blackhawks and equaled by the Florida Panthers 
last season. 

Boston, which trailed 2-0 late in the second period, tied it 
with 9:33 left in regulation when David Krejci scored his 
second of the game on a shot from the right point.  

In overtime, Carolina was playing shorthanded after being 
called for too many men on the ice when Pastrnak one-timed 
a pass from Brad Marchand inside the far post from above 
the left circle.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Stefan Noesen each scored a 
power-play goal for Carolina, and Pyotr Kochetkov made 38 
saves. The Hurricanes lost their fifth straight.  

Boston starting goaltender Linus Ullmark made 28 saves but 
had to leave with 13:03 left in the third period with an 
undisclosed upper-body injury. Jeremy Swayman made six 
stops in relief. 

DEVILS 3, SABRES 1 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Jack Hughes, Jesper Boqvist and 
Tomas Tatar scored and New Jersey won its ninth 
consecutive road game by beating Buffalo.  

Metropolitan Division-leading New Jersey bounced back 
from Wednesday night’s 2-1 loss at home against Toronto 
that ended a franchise record-tying run of 13 victories. The 
Devils’ road win streak matches the second-longest in team 
history, and their 11-1-0 record in November marks the most 
wins they’ve ever had in the month.  

New Jersey’ backup goalie Akira Schmid made 31 saves and 
improved to 4-0-0 this season. The 22-year-old from 
Switzerland lost in each of his four starts as a rookie last 
season.  

Victor Olofsson scored for Buffalo, and Craig Anderson 
stopped 41 shots.  

CAPITALS 3, FLAMES 0 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex Ovechkin and T.J. Oshie both 
had a goal and an assist to help Washington beat Calgary.  

Ovechkin scored career goal No. 791 at 12:24 of the third 
period, firing a quick wrist shot from the left circle past 
Calgary’s Jacob Markstrom on the power play to make it 3-0. 
The 37-year-old is now nine goals away from 800 and 11 
from passing Gordie Howe for second place on the NHL’s 
all-time goals list. 

Evgeny Kuznetsov also scored.  

Calgary outshot Washington 32-25, but Washington goalie 
Darcy Kuemper walked away with his second shutout of the 
season. Markstrom had 22 saves. 

KRAKEN 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Andre Burakovsky scored twice in 
Seattle’s first win over Vegas since the Kraken entered the 
league last season.  

Ryan Donato and Jordan Eberle added goals for Seattle, 
which improved to 6-1-1 on the road. Philipp Grubauer made 
20 saves for the Kraken. It was Burakovsky’s second straight 
multi-point game, and third of the season. 

Nic Roy and Phil Kessel scored for Vegas, while Adin Hill 
stopped 24 shots. 

JETS 5, STARS 4, OT 

DALLAS (AP) — Red-hot Jason Robertson tied it for Dallas 
with two goals in the last 2:12 of regulation, but Winnipeg’s 
Josh Morrissey scored 34 seconds into overtime to give the 
Jets the victory. 

The Jets pulled three points behind Central Division leader 
Dallas and out of a tie for second place. 

Robertson set a Stars’ record in the fast-paced first period 
with at least a point in 14 consecutive games when he 
assisted on a power-play goal by Jamie Benn. Robertson’s 
two late goals gave him the NHL lead with 18. 

Adam Lowry had a goal and an assist for Winnipeg. Wheeler 
and Dylan DeMelo had two assists each. Cole Perfetti, 
Jansen Harkins and Kyle Connor also scored for the Jets, 
who never trailed. 
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Rookie Wyatt Johnston scored the Stars’ first goal. 

LIGHTNING 5, BLUES 2 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Brayden Point had two goals and an 
assist and Nikita Kucherov picked up three assists to help 
Tampa Bay beat St. Louis.  

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 25 saves and picked up his 135th 
win in his 200th home game. Only Jacques Plante (138) has 
more in his first 200 home games. 

The Lightning also got goals from Alex Killorn, Brandon 
Hagel and Nick Paul. Kucherov has 21 assists and 31 points 
this season, and reached 30 points within the first 20 games 
of a season for the second time; he also did it in the 2017-18 
season. 

St. Louis’ Jordan Binnington stopped 22 shots. Pavel 
Buchnevich and Jordan Kyrou both had a goal and an assist, 
and Robert Thomas collected two assists for the Blues. 

MAPLE LEAFS 4, WILD 3 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Calle Jarnkrok scored the go-
ahead goal midway through the second period, and Toronto 
beat Minnesota to spoil Wild goalie Marc-Andre Fleury’s 
return to the net. 

Mitch Marner scored first for Toronto to stretch his point 
streak to 15 straight games and extend the longest run in the 
NHL this season. Zach Aston-Reese and William Nylander 
each had a goal and John Tavares had two assists for the 
Maple Leafs.  

Kirill Kaprizov scored on a power play and Matt Boldy had 
the second goal for the Wild.  

RED WINGS 4, COYOTES 3, SO 

DETROIT (AP) — Dylan Larkin was the only scorer in the 
shootout against Arizona, giving Detroit a chance to extend 
its winning streak to four games.  

Defenseman Filip Hronek scored his fifth goal in four games 
on a power play. Hronek, who added an assist, has 10 points 
in the last six games. 

Jordan Oesterle scored his first goal this season and Andrew 
Copp added a power-play goal. Lucas Raymond and Tyler 
Bertuzzi each had two assists and Ville Husso had 20 saves 
for Detroit, along with three shootout stops. 

Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun scored his first goal of the season 
with 26 seconds remaining to send the game into overtime. 
Nick Schmaltz had a goal and two assists, and J.J. Moser 
also scored for Arizona. Karel Vejmelka stopped 33 shots. 

CANADIENS 3, BLACKHAWKS 2, SO 

CHICAGO (AP) — Cole Caufield, Nick Suzuki and Kirby 
Dach scored in the shootout to give Montreal a win over 
Chicago.  

Suzuki and Joel Edmondson scored in regulation for 
Montreal, which got its third win in four games. Chicago 
dropped its season-high sixth straight game.  

Traded from Chicago before the NHL draft, Dach beat 
goaltender Arvid Soderblom with a wrist shot, then held his 
right hand to his ear as the crowd booed. 

Sam Montembeault made 30 saves for Montreal. Soderblom 
stopped 21 shots for Chicago.  

SENATORS 5, DUCKS 1 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Derick Brassard and Mathieu 
Joseph each had a goal and two assists, and Ottawa beat 
Anaheim.  

Brady Tkachuk and Tim Stützle each had a power-play goal, 
helping the Senators stop a three-game losing streak. Artem 
Zub also scored, Drake Batherson had two assists and Cam 
Talbot made 31 saves.  

Max Jones scored for Anaheim in the third period, and 
Anthony Stolarz made 28 saves. The Ducks followed their 
first regulation win of the season on Wednesday with an 
undisciplined effort, yielding eight power plays. 

PENGUINS 4, FLYERS 1 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Ryan Poehling had two goals, and 
Pittsburgh handed Philadelphia its ninth straight loss. 

Sidney Crosby and Josh Archibald also scored in 
Pittsburgh’s fifth consecutive victory. Teddy Blueger had 
three assists, and Tristan Jarry made 29 saves. 

Crosby’s team-leading 11th goal in the first period was also 
his 52nd in 81 games against Philadelphia, breaking Hall of 
Famer Mario Lemieux’s record for most goals against the 
Flyers.  

ISLANDERS 3, BLUE JACKETS 2 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Brock Nelson scored his third 
game-winner and New York notched its third straight win by 
beating Columbus.  

Oliver Wahlstrom and Jean-Gabriel Pageau also scored, and 
Mathew Barzal had two assists for the Islanders. Ilya Sorokin 
stopped 24 shots.  
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Kent Johnson had a goal and an assist, Yegor Chinakhov 
scored and Johnny Gaudreau provided two assists for 
Columbus, which has lost three of its last four games, all at 
home. Joonas Korpisalo had 21 saves in his third 
consecutive loss.  

KINGS 5, SHARKS 2 

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — Jaret Anderson-Dolan had a goal 
and an assist for his first two points of the season and Los 
Angeles Kings beat San Jose. Phillip Dananult, Victor 
Arvidsson, Anze Kopitar and Rasmus Kupari also scored for 
the Kings, and Jonathan Quick made 29 saves. 

Kevin Lebanc and Alexander Barabanov scored for the 
Sharks, and James Reimer stopped 24 shots.

 
 

 
 
Power play success unable to propel Hurricanes to victory

Despite two early power play goals, the Carolina Hurricanes 
could not weather the Boston Bruins, falling 3-2 in overtime 
at TD Gardens. 

By Ryan Henkel  

Some things just never change. 
 
After failing to win even a single game at TD Gardens last 
postseason, the Carolina Hurricanes are still looking for 
another one as they failed to hold off the Boston Bruins, en 
route to the B’s NHL record 12th consecutive win at home to 
start a season. 
 
Even on an afternoon when the power play chipped in TWO 
goals, it just wasn’t enough to spur the team to a victory. 
 
It’s the fifth straight loss for the Canes and it has now been 
232:54 since they last scored an even-strength goal — 
Sebastian Aho’s first period goal against the Minnesota Wild 
was the last one. 
 
And so despite Boston’s starting goaltender, Linus Ullmark, 
left early in the third period with an upper-body injury, the 
Hurricanes failed to get any pressure against a cold 
netminder, managing just six total shots on goal through the 
final 16 minutes of play. 
 
The performances have just not been good enough and it’s 
seeming more and more that Carolina might not be as 
dominant of a team this season as many were hoping they’d 
be. 
 
The stars have been carrying the load for the Hurricanes, the 
trio of Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Martin Necas 
have 31 of the Hurricanes 54 total goals. 
 
The rest of the lineup outside of Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast 
and Jordan Martinook just aren’t getting it done. Outside of 
those five, every other forward has been a passenger. 

 
The one bright spot recently has been netminder Pyotr 
Kochetkov who has had to carry the load with both of 
Carolina’s other goalies — Frederik Andersen and Anti 
Raanta — injured. 
 
Kochetkov turned aside 38 shots in the loss and has been 
getting virtually no support from his team in his last few 
starts. 
 
At least he looks like he actually can be the goaltender of the 
future. 
 
Also the power play did the thing. Twice even! 
 
The first power play goal was spurred from a determined 
effort by Brent Burns. After a great keep in the zone, he got 
the puck across to Svechnikov who found Aho in the slot for 
a deflection on net. 
 
There, Stefan Noesen was able to grab the rebound and 
tucked it in. 
 
The second goal came from a solid effort by Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi after he set up Seth Jarvis for a solid chance 
after entering the Bruins’ zone and after Jarvis’ attempt 
missed, Kotkaniemi collected the loose puck from behind the 
net and quickly pulled it up to the goal mouth, where the 
puck managed to squeeze through Ullmark. 
 
Neither of them were “pretty” goals, but they were ones that 
had to be worked for in close. It’s what the Canes need more 
of on offense. 
 
It’s going to take a full team effort to get Carolina out of this 
rut and until they can get everyone pulling on that rope, the 
team is going to continue spiraling. 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 26, 2022 

 

They won’t have to wait long for another chance to break the 
the losing streak as they will host the Calgary Flames 
Saturday at PNC Arena for another afternoon showdown.

 

 
 

Despite two power play goals, Canes lose 3-2 to high-flying Bruins 
 
By Sam Overton 
Despite overcoming their power play woes at TD Garden, the 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-6-5) suffered their fifth loss in a row 
to the Boston Bruins (18-3-0) on Friday, Nov. 25. 
 
The Hurricanes’ power play ranked 30th in the NHL prior to 
Friday’s game, but managed two power play goals in the first 
frame. Although Boston eventually made a comeback in the 
back half of regulation, Carolina played with more vigor than 
it had in a few weeks. 
 
Head coach Rod Brind’Amour partly credited Boston’s win to 
the sheer amount of time the Hurricanes spent in the penalty 
box, allowing the Bruins’ experienced offensive line to 
advance past Carolina. 
 
“Can’t take penalties at the end,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Especially when it’s 4-on-3s and 5-on-3s. We did a hell of a 
job, we worked our butts off tonight. Killed most of the 
penalties — we got a weird one in there to tie it up. Flip of 
the coin on the calls, I guess.” 
 
Although most sports fans undoubtedly tuned in to USA’s 
World Cup match against England over regular season 
hockey — both games got going at 1 p.m. — diehard 
Caniacs saw plenty of action on the ice. Right wing Stefan 
Noesen notched his third goal of the season to put Carolina 
on the board, catching a slick rebound from Boston 
goaltender Linus Ullmark. 
 
In what surely lifted a huge weight off of the Finn’s back, 
center Jesperi Kotkaniemi gave the Canes a 2-0 lead late in 

the first frame. Admittedly underperforming in recent weeks, 
Kotkaniemi needed a goal like today’s to bring him back up 
to speed. If the five-loss streak didn’t tell you as much, 
Carolina’s offensive lines and typically top-scoring stars have 
languished since their 7-2 win over Edmonton on Nov. 10. 
 
“I think [for] five-on-five, we were doing a really good job,” 
Kotkaniemi said. “Started really good tonight, and just 
couldn’t keep that up. … We’re struggling — struggling pretty 
bad right now, but, like I said, five-on-five is kind of working 
pretty good.” 
 
Ullmark left the ice with an upper-body injury in the third 
period, leaving the remaining 13:03 up to Boston netminder 
Jeremy Swayman. Canes fans were hopeful to see Carolina 
break the tie after Swayman took over for a rattled Ullmark, 
but the Alaskan held off the Hurricanes’ advances. 
 
On the other side of the ice, goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov 
proved his four-year contract extension wasn’t a fluke. The 
23-year-old saved 38 of 41 shots on goal, and an overturned 
call for goalie interference against Boston crushed Carolina’s 
dreams of handing the Bruins their seventh loss of the 
season. 
 
The Hurricanes played a tough game against Boston — 
much tougher than in several weeks — but a loss is still a 
loss. Carolina will look to break their losing streak at home 
on Saturday, Nov. 26 against the Calgary Flames. Puck drop 
is set for 4 p.m. 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS  
https://theathletic.com/3927832/2022/11/25/nhl-trade-deadline-buyer-seller-playoff-tiers/ 

https://theathletic.com/3935790/2022/11/25/trades-nhl-early-season-surprises-what-to-make-of-the-hurricanes-duhatschek-notebook/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-overtime-struggles-continue-in-boston/c-338024268 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-game-recap/c-337859246 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-minnesota-wild-boston-9c45b2d8ef80f34114307bad3c586d37  

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/25/23478304/power-play-success-unable-to-propel-hurricanes-to-victory 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/despite-two-power-play-goals-canes-lose-3-2-to-high-flying-bruins/article_555dc792-6d0f-11ed-a71b-

6ba6d1732c8f.html  
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Trades, NHL early-season surprises, what to make of the Hurricanes: 
Duhatschek notebook 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

13-16 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

Trades! Two of them in the week before American Thanksgiving, both 
intriguing in more than just an afterthought sort of way.  

But let’s begin with the fact that officially the NHL’s first quarter will come 
to an end with the 12th game on Friday’s 14-game schedule. The NHL 
took Thursday off to celebrate Thanksgiving, an important early-season 
yardstick because, traditionally, NHL standings don’t move much once 
you get past turkey day.  

Dating back to the first season coming out of the lockout, 2005-06, if 
you’re in the playoff picture at Thanksgiving, you have a roughly 75 
percent chance of being there when the season ends. So, take a bow 
Devils, Bruins, Golden Knights and Kraken, the four teams with the best 
reasons to give thanks at this critical juncture – teams that generally 
didn’t attract a lot of offseason attention or hype.  

The Devils’ 13-game win streak came to an end Wednesday at the hands 
of the Maple Leafs, but it couldn’t overshadow the strides made by New 
Jersey – a young, fast, confident team that was finding ways of winning 
games that were hanging in the balance. That’s usually the first sign that 
a team, committed to a rebuild, is working its way to the next level.  

You can talk all you want about winning the summer and making shrewd 
moves that look good on paper. But then they drop the puck, and all that 
goes out the window. The league is close, the gap between the good and 
the bad so narrow that the successful teams eventually need to figure out 
how to win those close games when you get to the third period.  

That’s really the signature of the 2022-23 Devils.  

Comebacks have been the story of the season thus far. Every one of the 
32 teams has managed at least one come-from-behind win, and 25 of 
them have two or more. Moreover, there have been 22 multi-goal, third-
period comebacks, according to the league. That’s never happened 
before.  

Boston had its seven-game win streak snapped against the Panthers 
earlier this week, but the Bruins are undefeated at home. Remarkable 
considering they started the year without two of their five best players. 
Not only did Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy return earlier than 
expected, but they’re also making an impact.  

Health is a critical contributor to the Vegas turnaround as well. Jack 
Eichel showed signs of life when he finally received medical clearance to 
play last year, but he’s contributing at a different level this year and that’s 
galvanized an offense that needed jumpstarting. Seattle is 7-1-1 in its last 
nine, an .833 points percentage. In that stretch, only New Jersey (.909) is 
better.  

Here’s a sentence I could not have imagined myself in September: The 
comeback player of the year just could be Martin Jones.  

And if there’s an honorable mention amidst all the ‘didn’t-see-that-
coming’ storylines to develop in the first quarter, it probably needs to 
involve the Coyotes because they are not falling off the face of the earth 
the way so many expected. Instead, they have 18 points in 16 games, 
despite a massive early concentration of road games, where they are a 
remarkably respectable 6-7-1. The news got even better this week 
because both Nick Schmaltz and Jakob Chychrun finally returned to the 
lineup Monday. Schmaltz had been absent since the opening game of 
the season. On a team with limited talent, getting back last year’s No. 2 
scorer was critical. 

Chychrun, meanwhile, is two games into his return and averaging 21:48 
in time on ice already, just behind team leader J.J. Moser.  

Arizona was involved in one of last week’s two deals, and it involved a 
defenseman, but that defenseman was neither Chychrun nor Shayne 
Gostisbehere.  

It was Conor Timmins, swapped to Toronto for prospect Curtis Douglas. 
More on the actual deals in a minute. Let’s talk about Chychrun first 
because his return to play was the necessary opening step in him finding 
a new NHL home at some point later in the season. So far, Coyotes 
general manager Bill Armstrong has held fast on his demands for 
Chychrun, on the grounds that in a capped-out world, a 24-year-old 
player with a $4.6 million cap hit for this season, plus two more has value 
beyond just what he can produce on the ice.  

But it’s that second point that has the league tied in knots. Chychrun is 
such a polarizing talent. Some teams like him a lot. Some aren’t sure 
about everything he brings to the mix. Any of the teams that are 
lukewarm on Chychrun aren’t bidding on his services anyway. Of the 
teams that do see the upside, they first want assurances that he can a) 
stay healthy for a bit, and b) after all this time on the sidelines, get a 
genuine sense of where his game is at.  

It’s a little bit of the reason that Timmins went for a relative bargain-
basement price. When you consider his draft pedigree (32nd in 2017, the 
first player chosen on the second day of the draft) and the promise he 
showed as a young player, the fact that he was traded for a 6-foot-9 
forward project suggests a lot of concern over whether he can actually 
stay healthy.  

Toronto will find out soon enough, given their current needs on an injury-
shortened blue line. Here’s the good news for the Leafs: If Timmins can 
ever stay healthy and find his game, he won’t just be a short-term 
solution. He could be part of their mix for a long time. Obviously, that’s a 
big if. On the other hand, if you’re not rolling the dice now in Toronto, 
trying to find those hidden gems, you’re missing the boat.  

When it comes to Chychrun, teams can either be seduced by the 18 
goals in 26 games during the COVID-19-shortened season two years 
ago or misled by the underwhelming numbers he put up last year (21 
points in 47 games), before eventually shutting it down to recover from 
two separate injuries – surgeries to remove a bone spur in his ankle and 
repair a wrist injury.  

So, he’s a bit of a mystery and no one wants to render judgment based 
on the first week back, though it probably wasn’t lost on the league that in 
Arizona’s impressive 4-0 win over the Hurricanes, Chychrun went plus-
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three, recorded eight shots on goal, earned an assist and played 20:32 in 
the game. 

Carolina on my mind 

It’s hard to get a true read on the Hurricanes at the moment, and not just 
because they were using their No. 3 goalie Pyotr Kochetkov in the loss to 
Arizona. This week, Kochetkov signed a four-year contract extension, a 
signal that the Hurricanes believe he’ll be part of their long-term 
goaltending solution and he’ll eventually replace either Freddie Andersen 
or Antti Raanta, both of whom are on expiring contracts and injured all 
the time. With Carolina, it’s impossible to predict the direction they’ll head 
because they don’t mind unconventional risky moves, or walking away 
from any player they believe overprices himself.  

For a long time, most of their decisions have worked out. One that 
remains a work in progress however is Jesperi Kotkaniemi who, in his 
second year after signing the offer sheet with the Hurricanes and gifted 
an early chance to play five-on-five with Andrei Svechnikov and Martin 
Necas, has three points in 20 games, playing an average of 15:20 per 
night. Carolina was a preseason darling and when you consider scoring 
production, the fact that they’re still a very respectable 10-6-4 is 
astonishing. Teuvo Teravainen is hurt and out long term, Seth Jarvis 
hasn’t taken a step forward in Year 2 yet, and all the offense is 
concentrated on three players: Sebastian Aho, Necas and Svechnikov, 
who have 22, 23 and 20 points respectively. From there it falls to Brent 
Burns (13) and after that, it’s Jordan Martinook fifth, with nine points, all 
at even strength.  

Carolina’s DNA is team defense but they’ll need to either find offensive 
solutions internally (still possible) or search for reinforcements before the 
deadline if that doesn’t happen. Still, it’s easy to forget that a big part of 
their offseason planning was adding Max Pacioretty from Vegas. 
Pacioretty is out long term after tearing his Achilles tendon back in July in 
training, but he was expected back at some point near the January All-
Star break, which theoretically gives him enough time to get into game 
shape and up to speed with coach Rod Brind’Amour’s system.  

Carolina had to hurriedly sign replacements after Pacioretty’s surgery. 
Sometimes, when you shop at the bargain rack, you get lucky. But so far, 
no. Paul Stastny (four assists, no goals), Derek Stepan (one assist, no 
goals) and the oft-injured Ondrej Kase limited to only a single game 
played, haven’t appreciably accomplished much. The only saving grace 
is together, the three are only earning $3.75 million. 

The best value play in Carolina has been Stefan Noesen. The Noesen 
signing was different – he got two years, just over the NHL minimum 
($762,500), and is tied for second on the team in power-play goals (with 
two). Carolina’s power-play percentage – of 13.5 – is 30th in the NHL. 
Only Columbus and Anaheim trail. It was 22.0 – 13th overall – last year 
when Tony DeAngelo was quarterbacking the unit.  

The Hurricanes had a good look at Gostisbehere this past week. You 
wonder if they would try to add him or John Klingberg nearer to the trade 
deadline, if at some point, the power play still needs a boost. Tyson 
Barrie was a long-ago rumored option there as well, but it’s hard to 
imagine the Oilers moving on from him in the middle of the season. 

Timmins watch 

Once you strip away all the noise about Timmins, who was drafted out of 
Sault Ste. Marie, where Leaf GM Kyle Dubas once worked, and simply 
focus on the player, what do we know? Circle back to 2017, Colorado 
was coming off a last-place finish but lost the draft lottery. It dropped 
Colorado back to fourth, where – sigh! – they had to settle for a teenager 
coming out of Brooks in the Alberta Junior Hockey League.  

Cale Makar turned out to be a nice consolation prize. But the draft lottery 
only applies to the first round, so Colorado had the first pick of the 
second round and the overall takeaway after the draft was over, was that 
the Avalanche managed to secure two young defensemen who would be 
part of the rebuild. Makar became who he is today. Since his 2017-18 
season in Sault Ste. Marie, Timmins has played exactly 41 NHL games 

and 52 AHL games. That’s just a ridiculous run of bad luck. GMs are 
funny though. All the positive first impressions that they saw from 
Timmins as a teenager, deep down, they secretly hope he can get his 
career back on track.  

In the meantime, the Leafs are getting enormously good value out of 
Mark Giordano, the 39-year-old who signed a bargain-basement contract 
extension with the Leafs last summer. Giordano isn’t the same all-around 
threat he was when winning a Norris Trophy with Calgary not so long 
ago. Some players just have a presence, though it can be manifested in 
different ways. With Giordano, it’s simply the overall professionalism with 
which he carries himself. He is the ultimate low-maintenance player. 
Nowadays, managing personalities is so much a part of developing team 
chemistry. Nothing contributes to that more than consistent, lead-by-
example sorts of players. 

Ryan Reaves Appreciation Club 

Essentially, the Wild landed Ryan Reaves from the Rangers for the cost 
of his contract, plus a fifth-round pick. Practically, free in the grand 
scheme of things. Normally, a trade for a player who was a healthy 
scratch for most of the season would be limited to a quick mention in 
transactions. But Reaves is such a big personality that it was a hard deal 
to ignore – and reminded me of some of the trades in Calgary back in the 
20th century when I was still covering the team.  

In that disastrous 10-player trade that sent Doug Gilmour and Jamie 
Macoun to Toronto, arguably the only contributing piece that came 
Calgary’s way was Craig Berube. General manager Doug Risebrough 
genuinely believed they needed to add Berube’s toughness to the mix. 
Similarly, a few years before, when Cliff Fletcher was in charge, he 
picked up Nick Fotiu at the 1986 trade deadline. The Fotiu trade was 
overshadowed by a bigger deal – adding John Tonelli, only a few years 
removed from the Islanders’ dynasty run – but the thinking was, they 
needed Fotiu’s physical presence in the event that they ran into 
Edmonton in the playoffs, which of course they did. Fotiu played nine 
regular-season games for the Flames, plus 11 more in the playoffs, and 
he quickly became a fan favorite, the same way he was in New York. 

A lot of the adjectives used to describe Reaves – energy, toughness, 
presence – applied to Fotiu as well. It’s a hard quality to measure 
analytically, but it’s real. You could sense a different vibration in the 
Flames after Fotiu arrived than there was before. It’s presence. Right or 
wrong, in a physical team sport like professional hockey, it can matter.  
At this late stage, it’s important that Reaves isn’t a liability on the ice, as 
he’s bringing comfort to the team’s skilled players and brightening up the 
mood of a team that was in the doldrums until a 6-1 thumping of the Jets. 
Fit too is important but the one good thing about the Fotius, the Berubes 
and the Reaveses of the hockey world. They are not shrinking violets. 
They can make their dressing-room presence felt right away. 
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Max Pacioretty is living his best life in Carolina while awaiting his 
Hurricanes debut 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

8-10 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

Imagine being acquired by a Stanley Cup contender and needing to wait 
half a year to play your first game and make a first impression. 

That’s the weird situation Max Pacioretty finds himself in, although being 
back on the ice skating lately, as he recovers from a torn Achilles, 
certainly has helped him see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
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“It’s obviously not an orthodox way to get traded and get situated with a 
group,” Pacioretty told The Athletic. “That being said, I’m just so thankful 
that when my old team has to get rid of me for cap space …. they talk 
about being happy if you go to a good team — they were right. 

“I’m on a really good team right now, and in a really great place to live.” 

The Hurricanes acquired Pacioretty on July 13 only to lose him to the 
injury less than a month later. He had surgery on Aug. 10. 

And it kind of made you wonder at the time, given that Pacioretty will be 
an unrestricted free agent July 1 and that he isn’t expected back playing 
until February, would he bother moving his family with him from 
Summerlin, Nev.? 

There was zero hesitation. 

“I had always heard from family guys how good of a place Raleigh was to 
live in,” Pacioretty said. “It really is a special place. We’ve grown to like it 
in a short amount of time.” 

Pacioretty rented a house in short order in Raleigh and his wife and five 
kids have made North Carolina home. 

For how long? Who knows. But it’s a fun adventure right now. 

“I see it as a positive. I have five kids and so far they’ve been able to live 
in a whole different bunch of places,” Pacioretty said, pointing to time 
spent (both in-season or offseason) in Montreal, Connecticut, Florida, 
Vegas and now Raleigh. 

Life of a pro athlete. Make the best of it, Pacioretty figures. 

“My wife and I were just saying yesterday that we’re just so fortunate to 
have this experience,” Pacioretty said. “Especially being injured, the best 
part is that I’m always with my kids. What’s really cool with the 
Hurricanes is that it’s just so family-oriented. Whether it’s Roddy 
(Brind’Amour) or Donnie (Waddell) they just encourage everyone to have 
their families be part of everything. So I’ve been bringing my kids to the 
games every now and then. 

“You notice the good things about a whole bunch of different places and I 
would say that the kind of family atmosphere here in Raleigh is definitely 
a positive thing about playing here.” 

There was no chance he would spend a year alone in Raleigh. 

“I’d rather retire than be away from family,” Pacioretty said. “That’s not to 
say anything negative about hockey or where I’m at, but my family is the 
most important thing to me in the world.” 

His kids have adjusted nicely to youth hockey in Raleigh. 

“Youth hockey has picked up like crazy here and the kids are really 
striving there,” he said. “The kids are in an unbelievable school here. 
Really happy with the gains they’ve made.” 

The trade away from Vegas wasn’t easy, that’s for sure. Although the 
Golden Knights’ salary cap issues last season somewhat prepared him 
for at least the possibility. 

“I mean, you’re never truly prepared for it, that being said there was an 
open line of communication during the process,” Pacioretty said. “I really 
did enjoy my time in Vegas, I will look back at the end of my career and 
say I just wish we could have won a Cup there. We had so many 
chances, so many great teams. We had a great coach who I thought we 
could win with. 

” I’m still close to the guys on that team, I talk to them all the time. I wish 
them nothing but the best. Unless they’re playing against our team.” 

And as Pacioretty said, getting dealt from Vegas would have been a lot 
harder to take had he ended up on a non-competitive team that was just 
taking on cap space for an asset. Ending up on a contender like Carolina 
has made a world of difference. 

“It just helps that we’re a team that wants to contend as well,” Pacioretty 
said. “And we have a bright future here.” 

Everything happens for a reason, says Pacioretty, who sounds pretty Zen 
about being dealt a tough injury blow. 

“As you get older you realize what’s the most important in life,” he said. 
“You know what, maybe you handle a torn Achilles a little bit differently 
when you’re a bit younger. But I’m just happy with where I’m at with 
myself and my family right now.” 

All that’s missing, of course, is being back in game uniform and helping 
out his new team. 

“You are missing something when you’re not in the lineup,” he said. “But 
it’s really been easy to connect with the guys off the ice. There’s no 
secret this is a great group of guys. Similar to what it was like in Vegas.” 

Pacioretty is back skating, he’s been on the ice 7-8 times over the past 
two weeks. What that means exactly for his timetable isn’t clear yet. 

“It’s so hard to know. I’m a pretty detailed orientated guy. I actually 
reached out to pretty much everyone that has torn their Achilles and 
came back and played.” 

He’s been talking to Panthers forward Anthony Duclair, who suffered the 
same injury earlier last summer. 

“He’s five and a half weeks ahead of me and I’m just trying to bounce 
stuff off him,” Pacioretty said. 

Pacioretty also shared that he had a different surgical technique done 
than the other players who had the same injury. 

“I actually had a minimally invasive technique which is a little bit newer 
and different,” he said. 

The idea is that there’s less scar tissue with this particular procedure. 
Which may or may not lead to a quicker healing process. 

“Everyone says it’s a fourth to six months recovery,” Pacioretty said. 
“Two months is a big difference.” 

But he also wants to make sure he doesn’t push it too far and come back 
too quickly. He wants to be fully healed before he returns. Sometimes 
he’s his own worst enemy in wanting to come back too quickly. 

Pacioretty said the Hurricanes trainers have been terrific to deal with, and 
he warned them that he would try maybe to do too much too quickly and 
they have to keep him honest in the process. 

“To this point, it’s worked out really well,” he said. “And actually today I 
got bagged pretty good, first time skating with the assistant coach JD 
(Jeff Daniels). He worked us pretty good. 

“I’m just really comfortable and happy with where I’m at. That being said, 
there’s no point in doing anything stupid because a lot of the guys that 
I’ve talked to about coming back earlier, I think (J-G) Pageau was one, 
he said maybe a couple of extra weeks would have been better and 
helped you push off your toe a little bit more.” 

So Pacioretty’s focus is to be completely ready for the rest of the season 
and playoffs when he does return and not look back. 

The way the Canes see it, Pacioretty will be an in-house trade deadline 
addition, it’s not every day you get to add a six-time 30-goal scorer. 

Pacioretty can’t wait to make his debut and create some chemistry with 
his new linemates. 

“You see guys sometimes at the deadline have a hard time coming into a 
new team, sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn’t work, that’s another 
reason I want to do everything I can to get as many games in as 
possible, make sure I gel right away,” he said. 

Fitting in means working as hard as possible because that’s the work 
ethic he’s seen with his new team since training camp. 
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“I’ve never been on a team where guys work out so hard, where guys 
skate so hard,” Pacioretty said. “Camp was just unbelievable. Everybody 
knows who that starts with, right?” 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour was a fitness freak as a player and that 
standard remains with him, setting the tone with the Hurricanes as a 
team. 

“It’s really cool,” Pacioretty said. “It’s almost a bit intimidating at first. I’m 
like, ‘These guys are really dialed in.’ And I’m a guy that prides myself on 
being fit and in shape my whole career but I’ve never seen a whole team 
of guys like that. 

“We have some big-time beasts on our team. I got to make sure when I 
come back I’m able to keep up with them.” 
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SNAPSHOTS: Flames can’t buy a goal in Black Friday loss to Capitals 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

9-12 minutes 26/11/2022 

 

WASHINGTON — There were no Black Friday bargains for the Calgary 
Flames.  

They couldn’t buy a goal in Washington.  

Darryl Sutter’s road-weary crew was blanked for the first time this 
season, with nothing to show for 32 shots on net in a 3-0 loss to the host 
Capitals.  

“I thought we had a good first period. If we had handled the puck a little 
better in the first, we probably could have or would have scored a goal,” 
Sutter said. “But it kind of looked like one of those games, ‘Who was 
going to score first?’ And that was the difference.” 

The Flames didn’t score first. 

Or at all. 

“There were plays to be made, and obviously we didn’t make ’em,” 
groaned top-line centre Elias Lindholm after Friday’s afternoon affair at 
Capital One Arena. “And they got the puck back pretty quick from there. 
We just have to be better.” 

Now 20 games into their season, it’s become clear the 2022-23 Flames 
will need to score by committee. 

When that’s the case, you can’t afford to have too many guys slumping at 
the same time. Four of their go-to forwards and power-play regulars — 
Lindholm, Mikael Backlund, Andrew Mangiapane and Tyler Toffoli — 
have combined for zero goals so far on this extended road-trip, while 
Jonathan Huberdeau and Nazem Kadri have potted one apiece. 

That is simply not enough pop from a six-pack of guys being paid to 
produce offensively. With that stat in mind, it’s actually quite impressive 
that the Flames have managed a 2-2-1 record with one stop remaining 
on their longest sojourn of the season. 

They’ll conclude this six-game grind with Saturday’s showdown against 
the Hurricanes in Carolina (2 p.m. MT, Sportsnet West/Sportsnet 960 
The Fan). 

“We had chances and didn’t capitalize, and they did,” Huberdeau said 
after Friday’s shutout loss to Darcy Kuemper and the Capitals. “It wasn’t 
our worst game, but we have more, for sure. The good thing is we’re right 

back at it tomorrow. So just work hard and finish the road-trip on the right 
note.” 

Calgary Flames goaltender Jacob Markstrom makes a save against the 
Washington Capitals at Capital One Arena in Washington on Friday, Nov. 
25, 2022. 

TOGETHER AGAIN 

Searching for a spark, Sutter reunited the trio of Huberdeau, Lindholm 
and Toffoli toward the tail-end of Friday’s defeat in D.C. 

There didn’t seem to be a whole lot of chemistry between those three at 
the start of the season, but it’s certainly worth another shot. 

Huberdeau specializes in the setup. Lindholm and Toffoli can both snipe. 
It should work, shouldn’t it? 

“We’ll see how it’s going to be tomorrow, but obviously we’re three good 
players and we have to figure out how to create some chances in the 
offensive zone,” Huberdeau said. “If we are together, that’s what we’re 
going to do.” 

During his post-game presser, Sutter explained this shakeup was about 
upping the ice time for Huberdeau, who has looked more dangerous of 
late. Coming off a 115-point campaign in Florida, the star left-winger has 
only nine scoresheet mentions so far in the Flaming C. 

“At that point, down two, you’re trying to put it all together and see if 
somebody can go get us a goal,” Sutter reasoned. “I think Jonathan’s 
game has come a long ways in the last five or six games, so you’re trying 
to get him out there as much as you can. So after (commercial) timeouts, 
after their power-play, things like that … I don’t think it’s as much about a 
trio. It’s just more about icetime. 

“We have to play a certain way to win — a real check and grind game. 
That’s the way it has gotta be. But then you need guys to score. So if 
they’re playing good enough, then you try to get them a couple more 
shifts.” 

Washington Capitals forward Alex Ovechkin scores on Calgary Flames 
goaltender Jacob Markstrom at Capital One Arena in Washington on 
Friday, Nov. 25, 2022. 

OFF THE GLASS 

Kuemper made 15 of his 32 saves in the opening stanza. As Lindholm 
put it: “We talked about coming out good in the first, and we did. After 
that, they took over and were the better team. So overall, not good 
enough for 60 minutes.” … TJ Oshie, Evgeny Kuznetsov and Alex 
Ovechkin did the lamp-lighting for the Capitals, while Sonny Milano — 
yeah, the same Sonny Milano who attended Flames’ camp on a 
professional tryout but didn’t make much of an impression — picked up a 
pair of assists. Oshie fired five-hole, Kuznetsov split the Flames’ defence 
and cashed as he crashed to the ice and Ovechkin beat Jacob 
Markstrom on the short-side on the man-advantage. While Ovechkin is a 
legendary shooter, Markstrom should have squeezed this shot and you 
could tell from his reaction that he was well aware of that … Ovechkin’s 
career count is now up to 791 tallies, including 15 in 22 contests against 
the Flames. He’ll soon enough join Gordie Howe and Wayne Gretzky as 
just the third gent in NHL history to bury 800. Remarkable … Adam 
Ruzicka was demoted early, losing his gig on the top unit. He skated as 
fourth-line centre for the rest of the afternoon. “He wasn’t sharp enough,” 
Sutter said when asked about the 23-year-old forward. “There’s a leash, 
too — you go three or four games and your game starts dropping off. 
There’s still a reckoning for those young players.” … Flames bruiser Brett 
Ritchie returned to action after missing a pair due to injury … Matthew 
Phillips tallied twice to lead the Calgary Wranglers to a 5-1 victory over 
the Abbotsford Canucks in a minor-league matinee at the Saddledome. 
The undersized but oh-so-skilled Phillips leads the AHL with 13 goals this 
fall, putting him on pace for 50-plus. Hmm. 
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Flames prospect Coronato has been at centre of Harvard’s stellar start 

 

Wes Gilbertson 

8-11 minutes 25/11/2022 

 

Matt Coronato didn’t ask for an explanation. 

Nobody offered one. 

To hear him tell it, the Calgary Flames’ prospect simply checked the lines 
prior to a pre-season practice at Harvard University, noticed he was listed 
as the top centre — rather than his usual stead on right wing — and 
rolled with it. 

“That’s just how it was drawn up on the board,” Coronato shrugged. “And 
we went from there with it.” 

It’s probably not going to change anytime soon. 

Coronato and his Harvard Crimson remain undefeated at 7-0, the best 
start for this Ivy League program since way back in 1988. They’ll put their 
spotless record on the line in Friday’s Top-10 showdown with the 
Michigan Wolverines. 

Coronato, arguably the most fascinating forward-of-the-future in the 
Flames’ pipeline, seems to be settling in just fine as a middle-man. 

He’s been held off the scoresheet only once in seven spins so far and 
leads the Crimson with 11 points — five goals and a half-dozen helpers. 
Across the NCAA’s Div. 1 landscape, he ranks fourth among all skaters 
in average points per game, at 1.57. 

Coronato, who turned 20 earlier this month, owns a plus-8 rating and has 
successfully swiped 56.6% of his faceoffs. 

“It’s really important, I think, to be a guy who can play different areas and 
different roles,” Coronato reasoned. “A big focus for me recently has 
been to grow my defensive side of the game. That is obviously an 
important part of the game, and I think it’s a good thing to be able to play 
anywhere in the lineup and be trusted defensively. As a player, you want 
your coaches to have confidence in you. Whether you’re up a goal, down 
a goal, whatever the situation is, I want to be a guy that can be counted 
on. So I feel like anytime you can do something to gain your coach’s 
trust, it’s a good feeling. 

“And it’s not too big of a deal, in terms of a difference,” he continued, 
dishing on the swerve from wing to centre. “We have a lot of focus on 
first guy back — anyone on a line can be the low guy in the defensive 
zone. Obviously, on a defensive-zone faceoff, you’re going to start out 
there. But for us, any of us can play low, so the biggest thing is just being 
the guy that takes the faceoff, and I take a lot of pride in that. That’s 
another area I definitely want to improve on.” 

When the Flames selected Coronato in the first round of the 2021 NHL 
Draft, they were envisioning a guy who would someday fill the net from 
the right flank. 

That hasn’t necessarily changed — he’ll likely work as a winger 
whenever he turns pro — but his future employers certainly don’t mind 
that he’s been entrusted as a centre at the collegiate level. The position 
switch is proof of Coronato’s commitment to keeping the puck out of his 
own net. If he was strictly a sharpshooter, interested in lighting lamps and 
not much else, Crimson coach Ted Donato might be hiding him outside 
the dots. 

“I think Ted really trusts him because he’s such a smart player and he 
can distribute the puck and he’s reliable and good in the faceoff circle 
and all that stuff,” said Flames development coach Ray Edwards, who 

has watched each of Coronato’s seven games this fall — five live and 
two more via video. “I don’t know that we see him as a centreman 
moving forward, but I think it’s really good that the coach trusts him to 
play there. This is only going to help him. To have that flexibility and 
versatility is excellent, but it changes his game a little bit. Instead of being 
really hard on the forecheck and being first on pucks in the offensive 
zone, he’s coming up from behind a lot of times and distributing it. When 
he’s a winger, a lot of times he’s chipping and going to get it, or the other 
winger is putting it in and he has to be first to the puck. So his game is a 
little bit different in terms of getting pucks back, and that’s been a big 
focus for us with Matthew is just having the puck more and finding ways 
to get it back and creating more at five-on-five because of that. 

“When we saw that he was going to play centre, we knew he wasn’t 
going to have as many opportunities to do that. But it’s still a focus. When 
they get the puck in the offensive zone and there’s a 50-50 race or it 
changes sides from east to west and he has to be first on the puck, it’s 
still, ‘OK, if that happens 10 times in a game, we need you to be getting 
the puck back eight of 10 times.’ ” 

Edwards wasn’t a lick surprised that Coronato — Harvard’s leading 
scorer last winter as a freshman — was unfazed by the shift to centre, 
prompted by an injury to one of his pivot teammates. 

“He is just so eager to learn, so eager to get better,” Edwards praised. 
“He wants to know what he has to do to not only be dominant there, but 
he’s always thinking about what’s next for him and he wants us to make 
sure we’re always communicating in terms of what those details are. He’s 
just a real good student of the game.” 
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Minor league report: Forward Alex Nylander leads Penguins past 
Phantoms 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

2-2 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

A shootout goal by forward Alex Nylander gave the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton Penguins a 3-2 win against the rival Lehigh Valley 
Phantoms at WesBanco Arena in Wilkes-Barre on Friday. 

Forward Drake Caggiula had a regulation goal and an assist for Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (9-5-1-1) which came back from a two-goal deficit to 
claim a victory. Fellow Penguins forward Valtteri Puustinen also scored a 
regulation goal while goaltender Dustin Tokarski made 32 saves on 34 
shots in regulation and overtime then stopped all three shots he faced in 
the shootout. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the Springfield 
Thunderbirds on Saturday, 7:05 p.m. 

— 

Goaltender Taylor Gauthier made 24 saves on 28 shots for the Wheeling 
Nailers in a 4-1 road loss to the Kalamazoo Wings at the Wings Event 
Center in Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Forward Sean Josling scored the lone goal for Wheeling (6-8-0-0). 

Highlights: 

The Nailers’ next game is a home contest against the Toledo Walleye on 
Sunday, 4:10 p.m. 
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Penguins' fourth liners spark rout of Flyers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

6-8 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are not an outfit that is blessed with an 
abundance of toughness, at least not in the traditional definition of the 
term. 

While other teams might stow a bigger, stronger, combative forward on 
their fourth line, the Penguins’ fourth line offers little in the way of an 
intimidating presence. 

The only thing their fourth line was able to contribute on Friday was a 
mere three goals in a dominant 4-1 victory against the rival — and feeble 
— Philadelphia Flyers at the Wells Fargo Center on the banks of the 
Delaware River (or in the shadow of an elevated portion of Interstate 95, 
to be more accurate). 

While the lower depths of the Flyers’ limited roster spent a significant 
portion of the contest trying to engage the Penguins in hand-to-hand 
combat, Penguins fourth-liners Josh Archibald, Teddy Blueger and Ryan 
Poehling combined on a trio of scores as their team extended a winning 
streak to a season-best five games. 

In contrast, the Flyers are entangled in a squalid nine-game losing streak 
(0-6-3). 

“That line’s playing really well for us,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said 
to media in Philadelphia. “They’ve really built an identity for themselves 
as far as how they’re playing to help us win games. First and foremost, 
they’re a real conscientious, stingy defensive line. They’ve got a great 
defensive conscience, they compete on pucks, and when they can chip 
in offensively like they did (Friday) night, it’s that much more of a bonus 
for us. 

“All three of them had a strong game tonight.” 

That was evident 11:37 into regulation when Archibald scored his fourth 
goal of the season. 

After Flyers defenseman Justin Braun whiffed on a pass attempt from 
behind his own blue line, Blueger jumped all over it and drove to the 
cage. From the left circle, Blueger snapped a low wrister on net that 
goaltender Carter Hart kicked out. Archibald followed up on the sequence 
by sweeping a backhander from the top of the crease into the cage. 
Blueger had the lone assist. 

Forward Sidney Crosby provided the Penguins with their only offense 
that wasn’t from the fourth line late in the first period at the 19:29 mark. 
Taking a pass at the left point of the offensive zone, Penguins 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson teed up a slap-pass to the slot, where 
Crosby darted in and deflected the puck with the heel of his stick past 
Hart’s glove for his 11th goal this season. Pettersson and defensive 
partner Kris Letang claimed assists. 

A would-be goal by Penguins forward Jake Guentzel only 30 seconds 
into the second period was immediately waved off by officials after he 
knocked the puck into the cage with a high stick. 

Poehling put the Penguins up by a field goal at 2:59 of the second period. 
Settling a puck at the right point of the offensive zone, Blueger launched 
a wrister toward the cage. Establishing position in the crease against 
Flyers defenseman Ivan Provorov, Poehling re-directed the puck with his 

stick, causing it to flutter past Hart’s blocker on the far side. It was 
Poehling’s third goal. Assists went to Blueger and defenseman Jeff Petry. 

Another goal by Poehling at 13:37 of the middle frame gave the visitors a 
four-goal lead. After Blueger wrestled — literally — Flyers defenseman 
Travis Sanheim off a puck on Philadelphia’s end boards, Poehling 
swooped in to claim possession. From behind the cage, Poehling simply 
fired it into Hart’s stick blade and caused the puck to bumble into the 
cage. That ugly display prompted Flyers coach John Tortorella to pull 
Hart and replace him with backup Felix Sandstrom. Blueger and 
Archibald registered assists. 

The Flyers had a wonderful chance to get on the scoreboard at 7:17 of 
the third period when forward Zack MacEwen was granted a penalty 
shot, but his wrister was rejected by goaltender Tristan Jarry’s blocker. 

Jarry’s bid for a shutout was spoiled at 10:04 of the final period. Gaining 
the offensive zone on the left wing, Flyers forward Kevin Hayes chipped 
and chased a puck around Petry then attacked the net. Approaching the 
crease, Hayes clunked a nearside wrister into the cage off of Jarry’s 
blocker for his sixth goal off assists from forward Nicolas Deslauriers and 
Sanheim. 

Making 29 saves on 30 shots, Jarry boosted his record to 7-3-2. While 
the score was lopsided, Jarry was tested early in this contest and came 
through with some key saves, including a denial of a one-timer by Flyers 
forward Noah Cates only 22 seconds into regulation following a 
defensive zone turnover by Letang. 

Beyond a few early hiccups, the Penguins did not have a tough time 
dispatching the Flyers, especially because of their productive fourth line. 

“For our line, we played direct and kind of beat them down low at their 
own (zone),” Poehling said. “We recovered pucks well and once we got it 
low to high, we spread it out well and created plays off of that. That’s 
what was clicking.” 

Notes: 

• This is the Penguins’ longest winning streak since a six-game stretch 
last season from Jan. 15-25. 

• The Penguins were 1 for 1 on the penalty kill and extended a streak of 
not allowing an opposing power-play goal to a season-best six games. 
They are 14 for 14 on the penalty kill during this stretch. 

• Pettersson recorded the sixth fighting major of his career at 2:04 of the 
second period when he combated Deslauriers — considered one of the 
NHL’s toughest players — after Deslauriers dropped Letang with a hit. 

• Archibald leads the Penguins with 10 penalties drawn this season. 
Forward Brock McGinn is second on the team with six. While killing a 
penalty, Archibald was interfered with by Provorov at 15:30 of the first 
period, wiping out a power-play opportunity for the Flyers. 

• The Flyers’ last penalty shot against the Penguins resulted in a goal by 
forward Jakub Voracek during a 5-4 road win by the Penguins on Oct. 
29, 2016. Voracek beat goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury for the score. 

• Jarry has now stopped four of six career penalty shots he has faced. 

• Crosby became the NHL’s all-time leading goal scorer against the 
Flyers. His score was the 52nd of his career against the cross-state 
rivals. He previously shared the mark with former Penguins forward 
Mario Lemieux (51). 

• Penguins forward Jeff Carter was dominant in the faceoff circle, going 
14 for 15 (93%). 

• The Penguins’ healthy scratches were forward Kasperi Kapanen and 
defenseman Chad Ruhwedel. 
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Penguins to wear 5th jersey for Winter Classic 

 

Staff Report 

TribuneReview 

1-2 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins will wear a fifth different jersey this season for 
their 37th game of the regular season Jan. 2 against the Boston Bruins at 
Fenway Park, a contest the NHL labels as the Winter Classic. 

On Friday, the league unveiled the uniforms the Penguins and Bruins will 
wear for the contest. 

The Penguins’ jersey is modeled after those worn by the NHL’s 
Pittsburgh Pirates franchise that competed in the 1920s. 

Hockey history class is now in session. 

This will mark the seventh different alternate jersey the Penguins will 
wear since 2017. 

Jersey sales are typically a key component to hockey-related revenue for 
the NHL which dictates the structure of the league’s salary cap figures. 
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Sidney Crosby becomes NHL's all-time leader in goals vs. Flyers in latest 
Penguins win 

 

Matt Vensel 

7-8 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

PHILADELPHIA – Death, taxes and Penguins captain Sidney Crosby 
making the Stanley Cup-starved fans in this miserable city sob in their 
cheesesteaks. 

Crosby’s first-period goal in Friday’s 4-1 win over the Philadelphia Flyers 
at Wells Fargo Center moved him past Mario Lemieux and into sole 
possession of the NHL record for most regular-season goals scored 
against the Flyers with 52. 

The fourth line lit the lamp three times Friday and Tristan Jarry had 
another sharp showing in goal as the Penguins won their season-high 
fifth game in a row. 

But once again, the guy who had Flyers fans cussing the most was 
Crosby. 

The longtime Flyers nemesis also established the record for goals scored 
by an opponent in Philadelphia with 25. Lemieux previously held that 
mark, too. 

“I wasn’t aware of that. But lots of games over the years, intense games,” 
Crosby insisted. “It just always felt like you had to really make sure you 
get up for these ones. It’s still the same today. I think you just try to get 
ready for the challenge.” 

Naturally, fans at Wells Fargo Center lustily booed when he was 
announced as the goal-getter after he redirected Marcus Pettersson’s 
shot past Carter Hart. 

Ever since Crosby’s first game here back in 2005, the foul-mouthed 
Flyers faithful have made it clear to him just how much they hate his guts. 
And Crosby, now 35, relishes every opportunity to shut them up. He has 
scored so many silencers in this place over the years, starting with that 
OT winner in his rookie year. 

Crosby’s goal Friday propelled the Penguins to a runaway win over the 
Flyers, who look to be on their way to their third straight spring without a 
playoff game. 

“It’s nice to score, but you just want to get the win,” Crosby said. “It feels 
good that we got it. Now we’ve got to turn the page and get ready for 
[Saturday].” 

This one had the making of a potential letdown for the Penguins. They 
have had an emotional week, with a pair of celebrations for Evgeni 
Malkin’s 1,000th career game. Thursday was Thanksgiving, with a 
number of players heading to Crosby’s house for turkey. Then Friday’s 
game had an odd 5:30 p.m. start time. 

But when the puck dropped, there were no lingering traces of any 
tryptophan. 

Josh Archibald and Crosby got goals in the first for the Penguins, who 
dominated play in that period after Jarry had to slide to stop a one-timer 
in the first minute. 

Crosby scored his in signature fashion. He moved the puck from low to 
high in the Philadelphia zone then fought through a crowd to get to the 
high slot. With his back to the net, he nonchalantly flicked Pettersson’s 
shot past Hart’s glove. 

“There’s some teams you just like playing against and it seems like 
Philly’s one for him,” longtime teammate Bryan Rust said with a smile. 
“I’m sure he takes a lot of pride in that. Because they boo him every time 
he touches the puck.” 

Ryan Poehling deflected another past Hart early in the second to make it 
3-0. He got his second of the game just over 10 minutes later to chase 
Hart, who gave up four goals on 21 shots before making way for backup 
Felix Sandstrom. Poehling was parked behind the Flyers’ net when he 
banked one in off Hart. 

The fourth line of Poehling, Teddy Blueger and Archibald has been 
excellent since Blueger was cleared to return from injury two weeks ago. 
They have gotten it done defensively. Archibald keeps drawing penalties. 
And they have now chipped in with four goals in six games after their trio 
of gritty goals in Philadelphia. 

Coach Mike Sullivan even rewarded the fourth line with a little power-play 
time late in the game. But the Penguins were unable to get Poehling the 
hat trick. 

“They’ve really built an identity for themselves as far as how they’re 
playing to help us win games,” Sullivan said. “First and foremost, they’re 
a real conscientious, stingy, defensive line. They compete hard on pucks. 
And when they can chip in offense like they did [Friday], it’s just that 
much more of a bonus for us.” 

Jarry made 29 saves. That included shutting down Zack MacEwen on a 
penalty shot during the third period. Kevin Hayes danced around Jeff 
Petry to foil Jarry’s shutout bid with 9:56 left in the game. After an early-
season slump, Jarry has now won four consecutive starts, giving up just 
two goals in the last three. 

ICE CHIPS 

-- Blueger had three points and his line has impressed Crosby in recent 
games. “They dog the puck. They’re all over it. They’re tough to play 
against,” Crosby said. “Regardless of whether they put the puck in, 
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they’re creating momentum for us. So it’s nice to see them get rewarded 
with some big goals for us [Friday].” 

-- Pettersson earned big-time points with his teammates for dropping the 
gloves with NHL heavyweight Nic Deslauriers during the second period 
after Deslauriers leveled Kris Letang. Pettersson and Deslauriers stayed 
on their skates for close to a minute while trading haymakers. It was 
Pettersson’s sixth NHL fight. 

-- Sullivan believed Pettersson’s “courage” gave their bench “a huge 
boost.” 

“He’s just an unbelievable teammate. He’s an unbelievable teammate,” 
Sullivan said. “He’s a competitive guy. He cares about his teammates. 
And to stand up for Tanger, he fought a pretty tough kid on the other 
side. I just give him so much credit. It’s hard to articulate it for me. He’s 
just an unbelievable teammate.” 

-- Brock McGinn briefly traded punches with Nick Seeler in the second, 
too. 

-- Jarry is 4-for-6 for his NHL career on penalty shots after stopping 
McEwen. 

-- The Penguins now have a 1-2 record in their new “Reverse Retro” 
jerseys. 

-- The Penguins began Friday’s game with the same forward lines and 
defensive pairs they had used in their previous four games. Kasperi 
Kapanen and Chad Ruhwedel were the healthy scratches. Kapanen, the 
subject of trade speculation in recent days, has played in just two games 
over the last three weeks. 

STAT N’AT 

121 – career regular-season points versus the Flyers for Crosby. He is 
now three shy of tying Lemieux for the most against Philadelphia in 
league history. 

THEY SAID IT 

“Archie got a big one. [Poehling] chipped in with a couple. Our first period 
was really good. We got the lead. I thought we sat back a little bit too 
much,” Crosby said. “But with the game [Saturday], you’re trying to make 
sure you finish strong but trying to get everybody in it. So I thought we 
did a pretty good job.” 

COMING UP 

The Penguins will be back on the ice Saturday at 7 p.m., hosting the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at PPG Paints Arena. That is the start of a five-
game homestand. 
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Penguins reveal throwback jerseys for 2023 Winter Classic 

 

Staff Report 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

localnews@post-gazette.com 

1-1 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

It is customary every Winter Classic for the participating teams to enter 
the throwback machine and conjure up a sweater that reflects time gone 
by. 

In the Penguins’ case for the 2023 matchup with the Boston Bruins, they 
are going way back. 

The NHL unveiled each team’s uniform for the Jan. 2 matchup at Fenway 
Park in Boston, with the Penguins ready to rock a kit inspired by the city’s 
original team, 1925’s Pittsburgh Pirates. According to adidas, extra 
special top-stitch detailing was added to the sweaters to evoke the truss 
construction of Pittsburgh's bridges.  

You can check out some of the fine details below, along with the Bruins’ 
uniforms, which are inspired by their 1948 version: 
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Penguins observations: How Teddy Blueger is adding credibility to the 
fourth line 

 

Rob Rossi 
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PHILADELPHIA — Ron Hextall had to be loving his latest return to the 
city in which he once starred on the ice. After all, his vision for the 
Penguins is finally starting to show, well, on the ice. 

Consider as evidence the Penguins’ fifth consecutive victory, a 4-1 win 
over the Flyers at Wells Fargo Center on Friday night. Far from the 
“Thanksgiving Showdown” it was billed as for marketing purposes, this 
contest was the hockey equivalent of WWE’s “Friday Night Smackdown!” 
— only all the Flyers could muster were some fights. 

The Penguins held the pen and booked themselves to go over as Hextall, 
their general manager, would have wanted: strong goaltending, solid 
pushback, and with a noticeable depth advantage. 

“That’s something we want to establish,” Teddy Blueger said of the 
Penguins’ territorial advantage in this victory. They finished with a 28-14 
advantage in scoring chances at five-on-five, as tracked by Natural Stat 
Trick. 

“Once you establish (possession) you’ve got a much better shot at 
producing. That’s something we’re trying to do as a team, but obviously 
our line.” 

Granted, the Flyers were badly banged up. So what? 

The Flyers aren’t a very good team lately. The Penguins bested them by 
making use of a fourth line that continues to show promise. 

Take Blueger, a center with third-line pedigree, but working down a peg 
because the Penguins can roll Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Jeff 
Carter down the middle. An argument can be made — probably even for 
the Penguins — that Blueger is a No. 3 center at this point in his career. 
He plays a shutdown style defensively, but his offensive game continues 
to develop to the point that he’s capable of driving possession. 

He did exactly that against the Flyers. 

“He’s a big dynamic (guy),” said Josh Archibald of Blueger. “He’s got 
skill, especially coming out of our zone. He’s really calm and poised with 
the puck. For us, that’s a big thing — we can get the puck down low, and 
he can start working it.” 

Blueger was the primary set-up man on three of the Penguins’ four goals. 
The first was by Archibald, and the final two by Ryan Poehling. 

“That line’s playing really well for us,” coach Mike Sullivan said. 
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“First and foremost, they’re a real conscientious, stingy, defensive line. 
They compete on pucks and when they can chip in offensively like they 
did it’s just an added bonus for us.” 

Fair is fair. And if Hextall was being criticized for his offseason moves 
during the Penguins’ how-long-ago-it-now-seems seven-game winless 
streak, he deserves some credit as the fourth line envisioned begins to 
assert itself. He signed Archibald late on the opening day of free agency 
this past summer and snagged Poehling as part of the deal that swapped 
Mike Matheson for Jeff Petry. 

Hextall has long said he sought to make the Penguins “harder to play 
against.” 

Every GM says something similar about his squad. 

Thing is, Hextall appears to have done it. 

The Penguins are 5-1-1 since their seven-game winless streak. Their 
positive results started with the benching of Kasperi Kapanen — a 
Hextall re-signee this past offseason (hey, no GM is perfect!) — and the 
moving of Brian Dumoulin to the third defense pairing. 

Also, though, the Penguins have won five of six since Blueger returned to 
their lineup after missing the start of this season due to a nagging upper-
body injury that left him frustrated and the Penguins without one of their 
X-factors. That would be Blueger, but also the line he has started to 
anchor. 

“It’s a huge role, a momentum-building role,” Bryan Rust said. 
“Obviously, it’s tougher to produce offense from there. But those guys are 
huge on the (penalty kill) for us, and huge in building momentum for us.” 

Observations 

• Gutty decision by Marcus Pettersson to drop the gloves against the 
Flyers’ Nicolas Deslauriers when the outcome was still within doubt. The 
Flyers’ tried to get back in that game taking some liberties, in this case on 
Kris Letang. 

“He would have done the same for me,” Pettersson said of Letang. “The 
opportunity was there.” 

Penguins players were effusive in their praise of Pettersson for having a 
go with Deslauriers, one of the reputable fighters in the league. So was 
Sullivan. 

“He’s just an unbelievable teammate,” Sullivan said. “He’s a competitive 
guy, cares about his teammates. To stand up for Tanger in that 
circumstance — he fought a pretty tough kid on the other side — it’s hard 
to articulate it from my perspective. 

Pettersson is one of the most well-liked players on the Penguins. His 
game has grown so much, but he’s always been among the highest of 
character guys on the roster. 

The look on his face when fighting with Deslauriers was priceless. 
Pettersson clearly knew he was in for it. That he had a go at it anyway 
speaks volumes. 

• Tristan Jarry faced his first penalty shot of the season and made a nice 
save. 

Jarry is starting to play near the form he showed earlier in the season, 
when he was the right kind of aggressive and challenging shooters. His 
lateral movement has been spot-on during this most recent stretch. 

• Wouldn’t be surprised if Pierre-Olivier Joseph takes a seat for against 
the Maple Leafs at PPG Paints Arena on Saturday night. Not that he was 
awful against the Flyers, but he wasn’t good enough Friday to warrant 
Chad Ruhwedel not getting a chance to knock off some rust and get a 
look. 

• The move of Petry to the top power play feels as though it’s going to 
pay off. Won’t dare predict when. But he’s on that unit for one reason: to 
shoot. Sooner or later his fellow top power-play unit mates are going to 

recognize that he’s open, the shooting lane is his, and the smartest play 
is letting him rip. 

Well, they should recognize as much. One never knows with this group. 

For real, though: Petry has that shot anytime he’s given the chance to 
take it. 

• The Penguins won their first game wearing their Robo Penguin logo as 
the primary emblem since the 2000-01 season. They had been 0-2 in 
their so-called reverse retro jerseys this season. 

Guess that means the curse is reversed? 

Not really. But this win was a start. 
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“That line’s playing really well for us,” coach Mike Sullivan said. 

“First and foremost, they’re a real conscientious, stingy, defensive line. 
They compete on pucks and when they can chip in offensively like they 
did it’s just an added bonus for us.” 

Fair is fair. And if Hextall was being criticized for his offseason moves 
during the Penguins’ how-long-ago-it-now-seems seven-game winless 
streak, he deserves some credit as the fourth line envisioned begins to 
assert itself. He signed Archibald late on the opening day of free agency 
this past summer and snagged Poehling as part of the deal that swapped 
Mike Matheson for Jeff Petry. 

Hextall has long said he sought to make the Penguins “harder to play 
against.” 

Every GM says something similar about his squad. 

Thing is, Hextall appears to have done it. 

The Penguins are 5-1-1 since their seven-game winless streak. Their 
positive results started with the benching of Kasperi Kapanen — a 
Hextall re-signee this past offseason (hey, no GM is perfect!) — and the 
moving of Brian Dumoulin to the third defense pairing. 

Also, though, the Penguins have won five of six since Blueger returned to 
their lineup after missing the start of this season due to a nagging upper-
body injury that left him frustrated and the Penguins without one of their 
X-factors. That would be Blueger, but also the line he has started to 
anchor. 

“It’s a huge role, a momentum-building role,” Bryan Rust said. 
“Obviously, it’s tougher to produce offense from there. But those guys are 
huge on the (penalty kill) for us, and huge in building momentum for us.” 

Observations 

• Gutty decision by Marcus Pettersson to drop the gloves against the 
Flyers’ Nicolas Deslauriers when the outcome was still within doubt. The 
Flyers’ tried to get back in that game taking some liberties, in this case on 
Kris Letang. 

“He would have done the same for me,” Pettersson said of Letang. “The 
opportunity was there.” 

Penguins players were effusive in their praise of Pettersson for having a 
go with Deslauriers, one of the reputable fighters in the league. So was 
Sullivan. 

“He’s just an unbelievable teammate,” Sullivan said. “He’s a competitive 
guy, cares about his teammates. To stand up for Tanger in that 
circumstance — he fought a pretty tough kid on the other side — it’s hard 
to articulate it from my perspective. 

Pettersson is one of the most well-liked players on the Penguins. His 
game has grown so much, but he’s always been among the highest of 
character guys on the roster. 

The look on his face when fighting with Deslauriers was priceless. 
Pettersson clearly knew he was in for it. That he had a go at it anyway 
speaks volumes. 

• Tristan Jarry faced his first penalty shot of the season and made a nice 
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Jarry is starting to play near the form he showed earlier in the season, 
when he was the right kind of aggressive and challenging shooters. His 
lateral movement has been spot-on during this most recent stretch. 
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the Maple Leafs at PPG Paints Arena on Saturday night. Not that he was 
awful against the Flyers, but he wasn’t good enough Friday to warrant 
Chad Ruhwedel not getting a chance to knock off some rust and get a 
look. 

• The move of Petry to the top power play feels as though it’s going to 
pay off. Won’t dare predict when. But he’s on that unit for one reason: to 

shoot. Sooner or later his fellow top power-play unit mates are going to 
recognize that he’s open, the shooting lane is his, and the smartest play 
is letting him rip. 

Well, they should recognize as much. One never knows with this group. 
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• The Penguins won their first game wearing their Robo Penguin logo as 
the primary emblem since the 2000-01 season. They had been 0-2 in 
their so-called reverse retro jerseys this season. 

Guess that means the curse is reversed? 

Not really. But this win was a start. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.26.2022 

1260468 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Sidney Crosby’s great start: Players aren’t supposed to look like this at 
35 
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After the Penguins’ victory against the Flames on Wednesday, Sidney 
Crosby sat at his locker, chatting with a couple of reporters. 

He commented that the Penguins’ schedule worked out perfectly this 
weekend. Good Canadian boy that he is, Crosby expressed joy that he 
can watch Team Canada’s World Cup game on Sunday morning in 
peace because the Penguins are off that day. 

A couple of games must be played before the king of hockey rests on 
Sunday, of course. One in particular always seems to get his attention. 

When Crosby was reminded that his team’s next game is in the eastern 
region of the commonwealth, the postgame smile on his face 
disappeared for just a moment. The Flyers have a way of getting 
Crosby’s attention. Philadelphia has a way of getting his attention. 

Crosby will play against the Flyers for the 81st time on Friday. He’s 
scored 50 goals against them, more than any other team. And if he has 
another big game against them, should anyone be surprised? 

The Penguins’ captain enters the game with 27 points in 20 games this 
season. He’s on pace for 111 points, which would be good for the 
second-most points he’s ever scored in an NHL season. The player who 
was staggeringly precocious as a teenager when he immediately 
dominated the NHL is now becoming noteworthy for his remarkable 
staying power. He’s already been named the NHL’s No. 1 star (I’m old 
enough to remember when we just called this Player of the Week … life 
seemed a little more simple then) twice this season. 

Players aren’t supposed to look like this at age 35. 

Not after 18 NHL seasons, 1,128 games, three (at least) concussions 
and enough physical abuse to last about 10 hockey lifetimes. 

But then, we must remind ourselves that Crosby isn’t any kind of normal 
player. He is among the greatest players in the history of the sport, and 
the truly great ones age more gracefully than the others. 

His previous general manager, Jim Rutherford, once told me this about 
Crosby: “He’s getting older, yes. But the great ones are still great when 
they’re old, because they’re great. They age differently. He’s one of those 
guys. And he’s not old yet. He’s just getting older.” 
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Rutherford was right. We shouldn’t be surprised that Crosby is still 
operating at this level. His conditioning regimen is the stuff of legend, 
nutrition and training standards are helping athletes peak for longer 
periods of time and, well, he’s great. 

The early stages of Crosby’s age-35 season are lining up pretty nicely 
with his all-time peers. 

Mario Lemieux set the gold standard for age-35 seasons when he came 
out of a 3 1/2 year retirement at 35 and promptly produced 76 points in 
43 games. He set the bar pretty high, but others have also done 
marvelous things at this age. 

Wayne Gretzky put up 97 points in 82 games during his first season with 
the Rangers in his age-35 season. Gordie Howe, in a time when 35 was 
really ancient — granted, age didn’t really apply much to him — 
managed 73 points in 69 games when he was 35. 

The early days of Penguins’ training camp back in September made it 
exceptionally clear that Crosby’s physical skills remained intact. The 
speed, power and precision were all there, just as they always had been. 

An old teammate and coach of his thinks Crosby will keep doing this for a 
while. 

“Look at how he’s built,” Mark Recchi said. “That’s probably why I played 
so long, that thick build. Look at Phil Kessel. That’s why Phil never gets 
hurt. He’s thick. Look at Sid. Look at how Ovi (Alex Ovechkin) is still 
playing. Patrick Marleau. Joe Thornton. These are all people with 
extremely thick builds. That’s one of the reasons Sid is still close to the 
identical player that he was 10 years ago.” 

Crosby will tell you that the NHL is harder than it’s ever been, that third-
pairing defensemen nowadays could skate circles around the third-
pairing defensemen who were playing in the league when he arrived in 
2005. 

And yet, he still dominates, even as he’s become one of the old guys in 
the league, and even as the league keeps getting better and faster. 

How does he keep doing it? 

There are many reasons. 

His conditioning, as noted early, remains truly elite. 

Crosby thinks the game like Lemieux and Gretzky did, which will keep 
him productive even when his skills do diminish. 

His competitive fire is rare. 

That last nugget really is what sets him apart. Lemieux and Gretzky 
enjoyed winning a great deal and have the championship rings to prove 
it. But they weren’t possessed to win the way Crosby is. That’s not a 
knock on them. It’s a compliment to Crosby, who craves winning like no 
athlete I’ve ever been around. 

In a rare glimpse of his age, Crosby actually went into a slump a couple 
of weeks ago. In a victory in Toronto, he didn’t register a shot on goal. 
Then, he was oddly quiet in an overtime loss in Montreal. Then, in a 
rematch against the Leafs, he hit rock bottom and was a minus-4 despite 
scoring a goal. It was one of the worst games he ever played. 

Crosby, who is his own worst critic, was furious with himself after that 
game. He mentioned following the Calgary game that he’d had a few bad 
games in his career that stood out to him, and the performance against 
the Leafs qualified. 

And, so, how did he respond? 

Two goals and two assists in a victory in Minnesota. Then two more 
assists in a win in Winnipeg. Twenty-four hours later, he followed with the 
game-winning goal and three assists in Chicago. 

Ten points in three games on a three-game road trip — that’s how he 
responded. 

Normal athletes don’t will themselves to that kind of performance. Even 
star athletes don’t do it. 

Nah, only the rarest of breeds do things like that. He’s different and 
remains as ravenous to win as he’s ever been. 

History will someday tell the story of these Penguins, and if Ron Hextall 
made the right move when he brought back aging players like Evgeni 
Malkin, Kris Letang and Jeff Carter over the past year. Maybe it will work, 
maybe it won’t. 

Yet, Hextall can’t be blamed for doing everything in his power to give 
Crosby more chances to win a championship. Who’s better than him right 
now? Connor McDavid, sure. He’s the league’s best player. You can 
make arguments for Auston Matthews, Nathan MacKinnon, Cale Maker 
and Leon Draisaitl. 

That’s it. That’s the list. And in a playoff series, I’m not so sure I wouldn’t 
take Crosby over all of them. (He has 22 even-strength points in 20 
games, more than all of the above mentioned players. If the Penguins 
ever figure out their power play, look out.) 

Before a cheap shot from Jacob Trouba temporarily knocked Crosby out 
of last spring’s playoffs, he had produced nine points in four games and 
was operating at a level that we had rarely seen. It was vintage. It was 
special. And it might have been enough to carry the Penguins on a 
legitimate Stanley Cup run. 

We know how that season ended. This one remains a mystery. The way 
Crosby is going right now, however, anything feels possible. 

He’s not Sid the Kid anymore. That nickname has long been put to rest. 

But he’s not an old man, either. After all of these years, he’s still got it. 

And for the rest of the league — including in Philadelphia today — this 
remains a problem. 

One incredible season after another, Crosby’s legend only grows. 
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Penguins Grades: 4th Line Scoring, Fighting Pens Win Over Flyers (+) 
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PHILADELPHIA — Sidney Crosby became the all-time goals scored 
leader against the Philadelphia Flyers when he scored his 52nd career 
goal against the usually orange-clad bullies in the first period. With 
Crosby and a dominant fourth line, the structured and patient Pittsburgh 
Penguins had little trouble handing the Flyers their ninth straight loss (0-
6-3). 

The Penguins won their fifth straight. 

But cmon, Ryan Poheling, shoot the puck with a hat trick on your stick. 
Coach Mike Sullivan deployed his fourth line in the final minute while on 
a power play furthering Peohling’s attempt at a hat trick. Instead, 
Poehling tried to set up Teddy Blueger for an easy tap-in goal. 

“I think for a line, we played direct, down the line. I think we recovered 
pucks well. And then once we got a little high, we spread them out well, 
and created plays off of that. So I think that’s what was clicking mostly,” 
Poehling said. 

But cmon, man, shoot the puck! 
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Credit the Penguins. They held form, held the puck, and Philadelphia 
was docile, except for a couple of fights. The Penguins out-chanced the 
Flyers 25-7 through two periods. They have nearly erased the entire 
seven-game winless streak and quickly reversed course from a sloppy, 
undisciplined teamed to a steady, poised group. 

“I think it’s a process. We can see it coming even in the last few games 
there. When we didn’t get the result, we felt like we were playing the 
game the right way,” Sullivan said. “My experience sometimes is that’s 
usually what happens. You might deserve a better fate on those types of 
nights, and you don’t get it, but if you keep playing the game the right 
way, you get rewarded ultimately.” 

Boos cascaded from the paying faithful at the Wells Fargo Center after 
the second period, though it was unclear if the fans were unhappy with a 
team showing so little pushback or that they could have been at the King 
of Prussia mall. 

In traditional Philadelphia operations, the Flyers abandoned their chase 
on the scoreboard in the second period and opted for fighting. Penguins 
defenseman Marcus Pettersson stepped into the ring against NHL 
heavyweight Nic Deslauriers. The fight went about as one would expect, 
but Pettersson’s bravery was rewarded in the room. 

Brock McGinn also scrapped with Nick Seeler. Instead of issuing an 
instigator penalty, officials mercifully saved Seeler the instigator by 
issuing roughing minors and an extra two to Seeler. 
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PHILADELPHIA — The Pittsburgh Penguins squelched the Philadelphia 
Flyers 4-1 on Friday at the Wells Fargo Center. The Penguins didn’t 
dominate. They simply silenced the Flyers. Marcus Pettersson earned a 
few stick taps, though. 

Perhaps the only thing the Flyers won was a second-period fight between 
Nicolas Deslauriers and Pettersson, who is not known for pugilistic skills. 
Conversely, Deslauriers is one of a few bonafide NHL heavyweights 
remaining in the league. 

He is not one to be fought lightly. 

“I saw Tanger got hit pretty hard. I figured I had to stand up for him,” 
Pettersson said. “He would have done the same for me.” 

At that point, Kris Letang, packing his equipment in the neighboring 
locker stall, let out a loud laugh. Pettersson gave him a friendly swat, too. 

OK, so maybe Letang wouldn’t run after one of the best fighters in the 
NHL, but Pettersson did. Though he admitted to PHN, he may have had 
a moment of hesitation, but he was committed. 

“Once the opportunity was there, he kind of baited me into it,” said 
Pettersson. 

I had just one question for Pettersson, “What were you thinking?” 

Fortunately, he appreciated the humor and found some in it, too. As you 
can see in the video, Pettersson didn’t look worse for wear. 

The bench and coach Mike Sullivan expressed appreciation for 
Pettersson standing up for Letang, who was bowled over on a 

questionable hit by Deslauriers. The hit was close to boarding, though 
unpenalized. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins bench got a pick-me-up, even if Pettersson 
didn’t win the fight. Even he laughed about it afterward, but it meant a lot 
to his team, and Sullivan perhaps gave the most effusive praise. 

“He’s an unbelievable teammate. He’s a competitive guy. He cares about 
his teammates,” Sullivan said. “And to stand up for ‘Tanger’ in that 
circumstance. We know what a pretty tough kid was on the other side. I 
just give him so much credit. It’s hard to articulate it for me. It’s just an 
unbelievable teammate.” 

Here’s the Marcus Pettersson fight. 
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There was a time when trips to Philadelphia never ended well for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

There also was a time when the Liberty Bell wasn’t cracked. 

OK, so there was no overlap, but both were long, long ago. 

And while the Liberty Bell never will recover, the Penguins’ 4-1 victory 
over the Flyers Friday evening at the Wells Fargo Center is the latest bit 
of evidence that they certainly have. 

Fact is, only a few of their current players were alive for even a tiny 
portion of the Penguins’ 15-year, 42-game winless streak (0-39-3) on the 
far side of the Commonwealth during the 1970s and 1980s. Most of them 
are accustomed to returning home with a couple of points anytime they 
visit. 

Sidney Crosby surely should be by now, since he’s often the primary 
reason the Penguins win there. He scored their second goal Friday, 
giving him at least one point in 20 of his past 22 games against the 
Flyers. 

Ryan Poehling has been introduced to that reality, too. He visited the 
Wells Fargo Center Friday for the first time as a member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, and had his first two-goal game since being 
acquired from Montreal this summer. 

Indeed, he and fellow fourth-liners Teddy Blueger and Josh Archibald 
were responsible for most of the Penguins’ offense, accounting for three 
goals and four assists. 

The victory was the Penguins’ fifth in a row, their longest such streak of 
the season, and raised their record to 11-7-3. The Flyers, meanwhile, are 
0-6-3 in their past nine. 

The Penguins sputtered at the start of the game — Philadelphia recorded 
five unanswered shots during the first two minutes — but didn’t need long 
to tilt things in their favor, as they were credited with the next eight shots. 

The Flyers got their best scoring chance midway through the period, 
when Zack MacEwen deked past P.O Joseph and moved in on Tristan 
Jarry, only to have his backhander stopped by Jarry’s right pad. 
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Archibald put the Penguins in front to stay about a minute and a half 
later, backhanding a Blueger rebound past Philadelphia goalie Carter 
Hart for his fourth of the season at 11:37. 

The goal was made possible when Flyers defenseman Justin Braun 
shanked a pass attempt in the left circle, allowing Blueger to get control 
of the puck and force Hart to make a save. 

Falling behind was nothing new for Philadelphia, which has given up the 
first goal in 15 of its 21 games. 

Crosby doubled the Flyers’ deficit with 30.5 seconds to go before the 
intermission, as he deflected a Marcus Pettersson shot past Hart for his 
11th of the season and the 52nd of his career against Philadelphia. That 
goal, on which Kris Letang received the second assist, broke a tie with 
Mario Lemieux for the most any opponent has gotten against the Flyers. 

It also proved to be the game-winner, bumping Crosby’s franchise-record 
total to 81. 

(Crosby’s penchant for scoring against Philadelphia might explain why 
the Wells Fargo Center crowd usually spends so much time chanting 
“Crosby’s pucks, Crosby’s pucks.” That’s what it sounds like, anyway.) 

Pettersson lost a fight — but undoubtedly won a lot of respect from his 
teammates — at 2:04, when he fought Flyers tough guy Nicolas 
Deslauriers after Deslauriers delivered a hard hit on Letang. Pettersson’s 
selfless act inspired memories of Max Talbot fighting — and being 
beaten by — Flyers winger Daniel Carcillo during the 2009 playoffs, a 
move Talbot’s teammates credited with inspiring their comeback in what 
became a series-clinching victory. 

If Deslauriers outpunching Pettersson was intended to give the Flyers a 
spark, it didn’t work, because Poehling got position on Philadelphia 
defenseman Ivan Provorov and deflected in a Blueger shot 55 seconds 
later to make it 3-0. Jeff Petry received the second assist on that goal, 
Poehling’s third. 

He added No. 4 at 13:37, off assists from Blueger and Archibald, driving 
Hart from the game and purging any shred of suspense about the 
outcome that might have remained. 

Although Jarry denied MacEwen on a penalty shot at 7:17 of the third to 
preserve his shutout bid, he couldn’t prevent Kevin Hayes from scoring 
from below the left circle at 10:04. 

Mike Sullivan rewarded the fourth line for its performance by making it 
the No. 1 forward unit on a power play the Penguins were awarded 
during the final two minutes of the game. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins will return home to face Toronto Saturday at 
7:08 p.m. 
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Penguins vs. Flyers, Game 21: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 

 

Dave Molinari 

4-5 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

Two streaking teams will meet when the Pittsburgh Penguins face 
Philadelphia this evening at 5:38 at the Wells Fargo. 

The catch is, they’re moving in opposite directions. 

The Penguins have won a season-best four games in a row, while the 
Flyers are 0-5-3 in their past eight. 

Philadelphia’s plunge toward the bottom of the Metropolitan Division 
came in the wake of a surprising 7-3-2 start that inspired talk in some 
hockey circles of the Flyers making a serious run at a playoff berth. 

There hasn’t been much of that lately. 

A lot of the discussion among Flyers partisans seems to focus on 
whether GM Chuck Fletcher, once an assistant to Ray Shero with the 
Penguins, should be fired and escorted out of the building immediately or 
given an opportunity to clean out his office before he departs. 

The one thing on which members of the fan base seem to agree is that 
Fletcher has to be replaced. 

Whether his bosses agree — and, if so, when they would act on their 
belief — is not clear. 

First-year coach John Tortorella, who made many fans among Penguins 
followers during his days behind the bench in New York and Columbus 
(OK, maybe not), has spoken of the need to change the Flyers’ culture, 
and perhaps that will happen eventually. 

The same is true of the end of their losing streak, although it’s tough to 
predict when that will be. 

There was a time when the Penguins were virtually guaranteed of leaving 
Philadelphia with nothing more than some fresh bruises and a humbling 
defeat, but they’ve fared quite well there since Sidney Crosby arrived in 
2005. 

He has 120 points in 80 career games against the Flyers — more than 
any Philadelphia opponent except Mario Lemieux (124) — and is tied 
with Lemieux for the most goals against them (51) of anyone in league 
history. 

The torrent of vulgar chants the crowd directs at Crosby anytime the 
Penguins visit the Wells Fargo Center clearly affects him about as much 
as anything the Flyers do against him, defensively. Which is to say, not a 
whole lot. 

Crosby’s 120 points against the Flyers are the most of any active player, 
and he’s not going to be overtaken anytime soon, if ever. Evgeni Malkin 
is second on that list, with 82. 

Kris Letang has 47 points, including two game-winning goals last season, 
in 80 career appearances against the Flyers. He’s also a plus-30 versus 
Philadelphia, a mark bettered only by Bobby Orr (+37) and Jaromir Jagr 
(+31). 

The Penguins’ penalty-kill, a glaring weakness during the early weeks of 
the season, has allowed one goal in 18 shorthanded situations during the 
past six games. 

Crosby has played between Jake Guentzel and Rickard Rakell in eight 
games, during which the Penguins are 7-0-1. Not coincidentally, 
members of that line have combined for 13 goals and 19 assists in those 
games. 

The Flyers have a long injury list that includes Cam Atkinson, James van 
Riemsdyk, Ryan Ellis, Sean Couturier and Travis Konecny, among 
others. 

Philadelphia has given up the first goal in 14 of its 20 games, going 5-6-3 
when that happens. 

Flyers defenseman Ivan Provorov needs one point for 200 in the NHL. 

This will be the Penguins’ only game in Philadelphia this season. They 
will play the Flyers twice at PPG Paints Arena. 
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Analysis: How Penguins Can -- and Must -- Get Better 

 

Dave Molinari 

7-9 minutes 11/25/2022 

 

There were times during the first quarter of the season when the 
Pittsburgh Penguins looked fully capable of contending for another 
Stanley Cup. 

There were others when they seemed incapable of competing for 
anything more lofty than a prominent spot in the 2023 NHL draft lottery. 

They opened the season with a 4-0-1 burst, and take a four-game 
winning streak into their game at Philadelphia Friday at 5:38 p.m. 

That all is pretty impressive. Trouble is, those streaks are bookends to a 
2-7-2 free fall. 

Distill the first quarter of their season, which technically will end at the 
midpoint of Period 2 in their game with the Flyers, to a single word, and 
“Inconsistent” would be an obvious (and wholly appropriate) choice. 

Forget playing the same from week-to-week. There have been times 
when the Penguins failed to produce similar performances from game-to-
game. Or period-to-period. Even shift-to-shift. 

Now, there are some perfectly good explanations for that. It turns out that 
the other 31 teams also have some good players and, in general, a 
strong interest in accumulating as many points as possible. 

That certainly can complicate things. 

The Penguins’ issues with consistency have affected not only the team, 
but many of the guys on it, including some with particularly high profiles. 

Consider Sidney Crosby, who put up 11 points in the first six games of 
the season and 11 more in the past five, but just five in the nine games in 
between. Or Tristan Jarry, who might have been their best player early in 
the season, but who was subpar for a few weeks before stopping 65 of 
66 shots during his past two starts. 

Mind you, the Penguins hardly are the only team that hasn’t always 
performed to expectations, which is no surprise. Frankly, the only safe 
prediction going into any season is that some things no one could have 
predicted would happen. 

Did anyone really foresee New Jersey having a 13-game winning streak 
between Oct. 25 and Nov. 21? (Or at any other time, for that matter.) 
Who envisioned that Anaheim wouldn’t get a victory in regulation until 
Thanksgiving Eve? Or that San Jose defenseman Erik Karlsson would be 
tied for fourth place in the NHL scoring race in late November? 

Regardless, the Pittsburgh Penguins seem to be righting themselves, 
and are now tied with Tampa Bay for the final wild-card playoff berth in 
the Eastern Conference. 

They have proven how well they can play; their challenge now is doing it 
on a more regular basis, including in these areas: 

The Penguins have a No. 1 power play unit that is built around future Hall 
of Famers. 

Evgeni Malkin and Crosby could have started working on their induction 
speeches years ago, Kris Letang will be in the conversation and Jake 
Guentzel certainly has the potential to do likewise if he becomes a 
regular 40-goal man. 

There is no question about the group’s star power. Just as there are 
none about how badly it is underachieving. 

Or why that is the case. 

The Penguins enter the Flyers game in 26th place in the league rankings, 
with a conversion rate of 17.9 percent. That’s absurd for a team with their 
talent. 

Or at least it would be if they’d ever come up with a net-front presence 
anywhere near as effective as Patric Hornqvist was in that role. Then 
again, there can’t be much incentive to hang out around the crease when 
the puck doesn’t get sent that way very often. 

Overpassing has been a chronic issue for this power play. Mike Sullivan 
tried to address it by moving Jeff Petry onto the top unit for the Penguins’ 
2-1 shootout victory against Calgary Wednesday, and they launched five 
shots at Flames goalie Dan Vladar during four minutes, 48 seconds with 
the extra man. 

They didn’t score on any of their three power plays, but that should 
change if they consistently send pucks — and bodies — to the net. 

That concept is not complicated. It’s the execution of it that seems to be 
for the Pittsburgh Penguins. That has to change if they are to reach their 
potential. 

Get Letang Going 

It was suggested in this space before the season that Brian Dumoulin 
was the linchpin of the defense corps, that if he played well on the top 
pairing, other members of the unit could be slotted into roles befitting 
their talent. 

Well, Dumoulin, whose mobility never has been the same since he 
suffered an ankle injury that had to be surgically repaired three years 
ago, is now working with Jan Rutta on the third pairing, so that obviously 
didn’t work out as the Penguins expected. Or, at least, hoped. 

It’s not an issue of effort — Dumoulin is an earnest pro for whom an 
honest effort on every shift is a given — but he seems more suited to 
(and more comfortable in) the niche he now fills. 

More vexing is the play of his longtime partner, Letang. He still is capable 
of taking his game to rarefied heights few defensemen can reach, but 
sometimes seemed to lose focus and concentration, and his play 
suffered for it. 

Although plus-minus ratings can be superficial and misleading, it’s 
striking that Letang is minus-10, while no other Pittsburgh Penguins 
defenseman is worse than even. 

Marcus Pettersson has been a pretty fair fit as Dumoulin’s replacement 
on Letang’s left side, and perhaps their partnership will help Letang 
regularly elevate his game to where his team needs it to be, game-in and 
game-out. 

Bryan Rust, Danton Heinen and Jeff Carter have combined for two goals 
in the past 10 games. 

That is, on the surface, a pretty troubling number, since all three are 
regarded as reliable, if not spectacular, goal-scorers, but the reality is 
even worse than that raw statistic suggests, because the goal Carter 
scored during that span was an empty-netter, and the one Rust got 
effectively was. 

Last Saturday, Winnipeg goalie Connor Hellebuyck, after trying to vacate 
the net in favor of an extra attacker and then having to retreat, turned the 
puck over to Crosby with a blind, backhand pass. 

Crosby promptly set up Rust, who threw a shot past Hellebuyck before 
he could get into position to stop it. 

The last time any of the three actually put a puck behind a goaltender in 
a conventional game situation was Nov. 1, when Rust swiped a shot past 
Boston’s Linus Ullmark. 

Rust has had some tough luck since then — Wednesday, for example, 
he blew a shot past Calgary goalie Dan Vladar from inside the right 
circle, only to have the goal disallowed when a video review determined 
that the play had been offside — and he obviously contributes in other 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 26, 2022 

 

ways, but the Penguins need more scoring from a top-six winger who has 
a history of providing it. 

The offensive expectations are a bit lower for Carter and Heinen, who 
work on the third line, but more is needed from both of them, as well. 

Heinen scored three times in the first five games, but has none in the 
past 15. Carter got two in the first four, but his empty-netter in Chicago 
Sunday is the only one he’s scored in his past 13. (He missed three 
because of injury.) 

Although they’re not counted on to be difference-makers, getting a goal 
from each of them every four or five games isn’t an unreasonable ask by 
the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
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Quick Hits: Lightning strikes early, Blues drubbed again 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Jordan Binnington no longer is perfect against Tampa 
Bay. And the Blues are now two losses removed from that seven-game 
winning streak. 

On the heels of a disappointing 6-2 loss Wednesday in Buffalo, the Blues 
couldn’t reverse field Friday at Amalie Arena, losing to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in an equally disappointing contest, 5-2. 

Binnington, who was in goal Friday, had been 5-0-0 against the Lightning 
over his NHL career entering Friday’s game — fairly amazing considering 
the Lightning’s track record of success in recent seasons. Namely, back-
to-back Stanley Cup championships in 2020 and 2021, and an Eastern 
Conference championship and Cup runner-up last season. 

But on this night, he wasn’t all that sharp. Granted he didn’t get much 
help from his turnover-plagued defense on three of those goals. And the 
fifth Tampa goal was an empty-netter by Nick Paul. 

The Blues were playing catchup all night, falling behind 2-0 four minutes 
in and 3-0 eight minutes in. They got as close at 3-2 briefly in the second 
period but that was as close as it got. 

Basically one-quarter of the way through the 2022-23 campaign, the 
Blues fell to 10-10-0, for 20 points. As uninspiring as that sounds, 
consider that they were only three points better at 10-7-3 (23 points) 
through 20 games last season. 

Defenseman Robert Bortuzzo, who had not played in eight games after 
suffering an upper-body injury in early November, returned to the lineup. 
Brandon Saad also was back after missing the Buffalo game because of 
a non-COVID illness; the Blues were 10-2-0 with Saad in the lineup this 
season prior to Friday. 

Struck by Lightning 

Tampa Bay came out with noticeably more intensity than the Blues, and 
it showed. The visitors found themselves trailing 3-0 in the first eight 
minutes of play. Not even an early fight between Tampa’s Corey Perry 
and Ivan Barbashev, in which Barbashev made quick work of Perry, 
could stem the tide. 

The Lightning got riled up when at the 2:06 mark Niko Mikkola hit Rudolfs 
Balcers who slammed into the boards and was out for the rest of the 
game with an upper-body injury. There was no penalty called on the play 
because Balcers was going down before any contact was made by 
Mikkola. But that didn’t ease the ire of the Lightning one bit. 

Brayden Point scored the first of his two first-period goals just 3:29 into 
the game — or 1:11 after the Point-Barbashev fight — when Torey Krug 
failed to clear the puck out of the zone and Point got around Colton 
Parayko at the front of the net for a backhand goal. 

Just 28 seconds later, the Blues once again had trouble clearing the 
puck, and before you could say “Alex Killorn” the puck was in the net 
again for Tampa Bay. Killorn’s seventh goal made it 2-0 Lightning. 

Four minutes later, with Mikkola in the penalty box for hooking, Point was 
left uncovered in the near slot and scored his second goal of the night to 
make it 3-0. For the Blues’ 30th-ranked penalty kill unit, that made it 15 
power play goals for the opposing team in 33 opportunities dating back to 
the Nashville game on Oct. 27. 

The Blues were dazed, and maybe confused, at this point. But they 
regrouped over the second half of the period, and got a late power play 
goal from Pavel Buchnevich to make it a 3-1 game. With Tampa Bay 
defenseman Victor Hedman off for interfering with Noel Acciari, Robert 
Thomas sent a pass to the net front to Buchnevich for an easy tip-in with 
3:10 left in the first. 

False hope 

The team scoring lead didn’t stay tied for long. The Blues kept things at 
an even keel with the Lightning in the second period, and then Kyrou’s 
second goal of the night made it a 3-2 game. That gave Kyrou, who 
extended his season-high point streak to seven games with an assist on 
the Buchnevich goal, his seventh goal of the season. 

Thomas once again had the primary assist. He was rushing down the ice 
and then passed to a trailing Kyrou for the goal at the 6:24 mark of the 
period. 

But the Blues couldn’t stand the prosperity. Just 18 seconds later, the 
Blues were careless once again in their own zone after Mikkola lost the 
puck, and it ended up in the St. Louis net with Brandon Hagel blasting a 
wrist shot from the slot past Binnington to make it a 4-2 Tampa lead. 

The Blues had a chance to make it a one-goal game before the period 
was out, on a breakaway by Schenn with 12:46 left in the second. But 
Schenn couldn’t do much with the puck, and was unable to lift it past a 
sliding Andrei Vasilevskiy in goal for the Lightning. 
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Notebook: 'Hometown hero' Pat Maroon still rolling along for Lightning 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

TAMPA — Pat Maroon has scored 112 goals with 166 assists in 668 
regular-season games over 12 NHL seasons. He scored one of the most 
famous goals in St. Louis Blues history in that double-overtime Game 7 
playoff win over Dallas in 2019. 

Last but not least, he’s got three Stanley Cup rings — one as a Blue and 
two with his current team, the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

It’s been a good run, to say the least. 

“I can’t complain. Just happy to still be around,” Maroon told the Post-
Dispatch after the Lightning’s morning skate Friday at Amalie Arena. 

At age 34, the pride of Oakville and self-proclaimed “hometown hero” has 
squeezed everything possible out of the game. And more. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “I can still play the game. I feel good out there. Just 
trying to go out there and do my thing every single night. Try to bring the 
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best out of myself, the best out of the team. Just be there for the guys. 
Help the team win. And do whatever I can to just be me.” 

Maroon had no goals and four assists this season for the Lightning 
entering Wednesday’s game against his hometown team — the Blues. 
He’s coming off a two-assist game in Monday’s 5-3 loss to Boston. 

He’s averaging only nine minutes of ice time per game, which would be a 
career low, but with a year left on his current contract, Maroon feels he 
has some tread left on his tires. 

“I’ve been fortunate to play this game for a long time and be successful at 
it,” he said. “I feel like I still got a lot to give, and there’s a lot more time to 
keep enjoying this.” 

So, of course, he wants to keep going beyond this season. 

“Until they kick me out,” he said. “That’s the goal. ... I’m really looking 
forward to just playing it out this year and see what happens. 

“We’re a good team. We have an opportunity obviously to go back (to the 
Stanley Cup Final). We have all the tools. So I’m excited to see what this 
season brings, even though I’m sure teams are counting us out.” 

The Lightning are off to a sluggish start by their standards, at 11-7-1 
entering the Blues contest. And that’s at least partly due to the fact that 
they’re giving up more goals than usual. 

“Yeah, we are,” Maroon said. “Defensively, we haven’t been good. So I 
think we need to be better. We need to stay stronger. We need to get 
back to that Tampa Bay Lightning hockey where we were very good the 
last few years defending. And offense comes when you defend the right 
way.” 

Maroon hooked up with former Blues teammates Ryan O’Reilly, Brayden 
Schenn and Robert Bortuzzo on Thanksgiving Day. They watched some 
football together at Maroon’s place here in Tampa before the Blues had 
their team dinner. 

“It was great to see him and his family,” O’Reilly said. “Obviously, we’re 
very close. Spent a lot of time together and won together. He’s the same 
old guy.” 

“Always good to see that guy,” Bortuzzo said. “Puts a smile on your face. 
It was great to see his 1-year-old girl (Goldie) for the first time. She’s cute 
as can be. Looks exactly like him.” 

Between the Tampa Bay and St. Louis skates Friday morning, Maroon 
and Blues coach Craig Berube shared a few laughs in the hallway 
outside the locker rooms at Amalie Arena. 

“Our boy Patty,” Berube said with a smile. “Patty’s always in our minds. 
We really like Patty, but he’s on the opposition team tonight. No friends.” 

Thanksgiving ... steak?When you’re on the road, dining options can be 
limited on Thanksgiving Day. So the Blues’ team dinner was at a steak 
place on Thursday. 

“Yeah. I enjoy (turkey),” said Berube, who says he’s also a fan of stuffing. 
“I didn’t have it though. I had steak. When you’re on the road, it’s hard. 
Right?” 

O’Reilly is a vegetarian, so be it steak or turkey, both were not options on 
Thanksgiving. 

“I had a nice sweet potato ravioli, which was great,” O’Reilly said 

And no tofu turkey? 

“I’m not a big tofu guy,” O’Reilly said. “It doesn’t really do a whole lot for 
me. Just really bland.” 
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Game Day: Robert Bortuzzo, Brandon Saad back in lineup for Blues 

 

Jim Thomas  

 

TAMPA — Robert Bortuzzo played in his 500th career game Nov. 8 
against Philadelphia, and then missed the next eight contests after 
suffering an upper-body injury. 

“It took a few games to get off that number,” Bortuzzo joked Friday 
following the Blues’ morning skate at Amalie Arena. 

But the veteran defenseman finally gets to 501 tonight against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning. He was activated off the injured reserve list Nov. 23 but 
was a healthy scratch against Buffalo. Now, he’s replacing Calle Rosen 
on the team’s third defensive pairing (with Niko Mikkola) against Tampa. 

“He’s a good penalty killer,” coach Craig Berube said. “Good in the room. 
Veteran guy. And plays a heavy game down low, killing plays and being 
hard around our net.” 

As for Rosen, who was plus-8 with two goals and two assists while 
Bortuzzo was out of the lineup, it wasn’t like he was playing poorly. 

“He’s played well,” Berube said of Rosen. “He’s done a good job for us. 
So just a matter of getting Borts back in there tonight.” 

Bortuzzo is one of the team’s best penalty-killers and best shot-blockers. 
And the Blues’ PK has been struggling for much of the season and 
currently ranks 30th in the league at 68.2 percent. 

“It’s never fun missing games,” Bortuzzo said. “It was great to see the 
boys pull out wins. Always want that. But definitely excited to get back in 
here and try and contribute in any way possible. It’s a great test against a 
(Tampa Bay) team that’s been cream of the crop in the league for a long 
time here.” 

As for what he can bring to the penalty kill unit, Bortuzzo said: “I think just 
be aggressive out there. Try and take away some of their time and 
space. Willingness to get in lanes and stuff like that. If we can raise our 
level of compete on the PK I think that’ll be big for us.” 

Sizing up Tampa 

The Lightning are 11-7-1 this season. Just like the Blues in the Western 
Conference, they entered Wednesday’s play in the second wild-card spot 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Goal-scoring isn’t a problem. Tampa Bay ranks 11th, averaging 3.37 per 
game. Nikita Kucherov and Steven Stamkos lead the way with 10 goals 
apiece. Kucherov also has 18 assists, so with 28 points he entered the 
day tied for sixth in NHL scoring. Six of Stamkos’ 10 goals have come on 
the power play, where the Lightning rank ninth at 25.0 percent. 

“They’re a very good team,” Berube said. “We all know that, or they don’t 
do what they’ve done the last three years.” 

The Lightning, of course, have won the Eastern Conference three 
consecutive seasons and won the Stanley Cup in 2020 and 2021. 

“They’ve got obviously some very high end players up front and on the 
back end. (Mikhail) Sergachev’s having a heckuva year right now. 
Kucherov’s got 28 points. So they’re a good team. They’re solid 
everywhere. So we’re gonna have to play a really good game.” 

However, one thing that’s different about this Lightning team is that 
they’re giving up a lot of goals so far. They’ve allowed 3.16 goals per 
game, putting them at 14th in the league in defense. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, who’s scheduled to start in today’s 7 p.m. (Central) 
contest, is 7-6-1, with a 3.00 goals-against average and a .903 save 
percentage. Both are well off the career numbers of 2.52 (GAA) and .919 
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(save %) for the 2018-19 Vezina Trophy winner and 2021 Conn Smythe 
winner, who has led the league in wins for five consecutive seasons. 

Binnington vs. Tampa 

Blues goalie Jordan Binnington has been getting a lot of work lately, but 
based on his track record against Tampa Bay, it makes all the sense in 
the world to start him again Friday. 

He’s 5-0-0 over his career against the Lightning with a 1.94 goals-against 
and a .938 save percentage. 

Berube’s office 

Berube frequently meets with players on the ice either before or after the 
team’s formal practice or morning skate. He was busy Friday, talking with 
Vladimir Tarasenko, Josh Leivo and Nathan Walker. 

With Leivo and Walker, the topic of conversation was being out of the 
lineup: Leivo will be a healthy scratch tonight for the second consecutive 
game and Walker will be back out of the lineup after playing Wednesday 
in Buffalo. 

“Just trying to keep ‘em informed of what maybe they can do better and 
what we expect out of ‘em,” Berube said. “Keep ‘em motivated and ready 
to go when we need ‘em. 

“We’re gonna need ‘em. We’re gonna need everybody. Stuff happens. 
We got back-to-back games here, so they gotta stay ready to go 
(Saturday).” 

As for the Tarasenko talks? 

“Just talking to him about putting him with (Ryan) O’Reilly, and my 
thought process on it,” Berube said. 

With Brandon Saad returning against Tampa after missing the Buffalo 
game with a non-COVID illness, the Blues will be going with Saad-
O’Relly-Tarasenko as one of their forward lines. 

Returning from his own illness that sidelined him for two games, 
Tarasenko played with O’Reilly (and Walker) Wednesday in Buffalo and 
had a team-high five shots on goal. 

“He had some good looks,” Berube said. “I thought he played a pretty 
decent game for us.” 

Thanksgiving. . .steak? 

When you’re on the road, dining options can be limited on Thanksgiving 
Day. So the Blues’ team dinner was at a steak place on Thursday. 

“Yeah. I enjoy (turkey),” said Berube, who’s also a fan of stuffing. “I didn’t 
have it though. I had steak. When you’re on the road, it’s hard. Right?" 
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Matthew Tkachuk, Blues summer trade target, has no regrets after 
landing in sunny Florida 

 

Jeremy Rutherford 

7-9 minutes 25/11/2022 

 

His house is on the water and the beach is just two minutes away. 
There’s an outdoor covered living room with a spectacular view. And if 
you do need to venture off the property, there’s no shortage of attractive 
options. 

“It’s not too far from the ‘Elbo Room,’ too, where I’m sure you’ve visited a 
few times,” says Matthew Tkachuk, referring to the famous Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., establishment, founded in 1938. 

The 24-year-old couldn’t be happier with how things have worked out 
after last summer’s sign-and-trade that landed him in the Sunshine State. 
After six seasons in Calgary, he notified the Flames that he wouldn’t be 
re-signing with them long-term, and they orchestrated a blockbuster deal 
with Florida that included an eight-year, $76 million contract. 

“I’m so lucky,” Tkachuk says. “It’s worked out great for me so far. My 
teammates and everybody have been awesome, the city is incredible, 
and it’s just the best place to be able to live right now. I’ve really enjoyed 
my time here.” 

Florida is considered a Stanley Cup contender, but it’s been a bit of a 
slow start for the team. The Panthers have strung together back-to-back 
wins just twice this season and are 10-8-2 heading into Saturday’s game 
against the Blues at FLA Live Arena. 

“It’s been a little up and down,” Tkachuk says. “It’s been too much win 
one, lose one, win one, lose one. I feel like we’ve left a lot of points out 
there with how we finish games. Quite frankly, we’ve deserved better in 
some cases, but in other instances, we’re nowhere near our best right 
now. It’s time to go on a run. Hopefully we can go on a good run here 
and put ourselves back into a playoff spot and stay there.” 

Tkachuk is currently playing on a line with Aleksander Barkov, the All-
Star center and 2021 Selke Trophy winner, and Carter Verhaeghe. He’s 
also spent time on a line with Sam Bennett, his teammate for five 
seasons in Calgary. 

“I’ve felt like I’ve fit in pretty perfect to everything that they have going on 
here in Florida and what they’ve been building for,” Tkachuk says. “Paul 
(Maurice) has been unbelievable for me so far. He’s gotten a lot out of 
me, and I’ve really enjoyed my time with him. 

“Everybody on the team has just made it so comfortable for me, on and 
off the ice, which I think has translated to me kind of hitting the ground 
running with this team. I’ve got them to thank for that.” 

After Wednesday’s game against Boston, Tkachuk has nine goals and 27 
points through 18 games, which puts him on a pace to topple last year’s 
104-point total in Calgary. But on a Florida team that was swept by 
Tampa Bay in the second round of the 2022 NHL playoffs, which perhaps 
precipitated the Panthers’ decision to trade Jonathan Huberdeau and 
MacKenzie Weegar for Tkachuk, those individual projections are 
insignificant. 

“None of that matters unless we make the playoffs,” Tkachuk says. “I’ve 
said a lot recently: It doesn’t matter what you do here (in the regular 
season); it matters what you do then.” 

Tkachuk’s numbers include one goal and one assist in Calgary’s 5-4 
shootout win over Florida on Nov. 19, his first game against the Flames. 
He admits that the matchup was “a little weird,” but says it was great 
catching up with nearly a dozen former teammates who came by his new 
house the night before for a steak dinner. 

“They loved it,” he says. “They were very happy for me that I got what I 
wanted this summer, and coming here and talking about life in South 
Florida, they got it even more. They completely understand. It’ll probably 
be weirder going to Calgary, but we play them on a back-to-back, so it’ll 
be in and out.” 

The Panthers play the Flames at the Saddledome on Tuesday, where 
Tkachuk isn’t sure what the reception will be. He was up front with the 
organization about not re-signing there, which allowed them to negotiate 
the sizable return, so fans may take it easy on him. 

A jaw-dropping trade for superstar Matthew Tkachuk. An instant 
connection with head coach Paul Maurice. A fiery determination to take 
down the Lightning. 
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How the Panthers will ‘embrace the hard’ in their quest to win a 
championship: 

“I don’t know,” Tkachuk says. “That’s the beauty about playing on a 
different team now; they can do whatever they want: boo, cheer, 
whatever. I’ve got no hard feelings for them at all. I appreciate everything 
that they’ve done for me and how they supported me. I loved playing for 
them. I loved interacting with them outside of the rink. Just great, great 
people. 

“So they can do whatever they want. I could really care less, one way or 
the other, but I really enjoyed my time playing for them and getting to 
meet a lot of people in that city. It’s an unbelievable city. I guess we’ll see 
what happens?” 

But before that happens, Tkachuk had to do a little more hosting of his 
own. 

“It’s such a big holiday and something I always look forward to, spending 
it with tons of family,” Tkachuk says. “It’s something I really haven’t had 
the chance to do, playing in Calgary and being in Canada the last bunch 
of years. 

“As you know, nobody is safe around our family when it comes to the 
chirping. But lots to celebrate, lots to be thankful for, and the opportunity 
to have so many people visit. I think we’re going to make this a tradition 
every year for Thanksgiving.” 

Then the Blues are in Florida on Saturday. Remember them? The team 
and fan base that had hoped Tkachuk would come home to St. Louis and 
were crushed when the deal with the Panthers ended that fantasy. 

Matthew Tkachuk could've ended up with the Blues, but offers for the St. 
Louis native didn't measure up to what Calgary received from Florida. 

“I don’t know if I was close to being a Blue. That’s something that I’ll 
never know,” Tkachuk says. “I know my buddies were really hoping for 
me to come to St. Louis, but I think after coming down to Florida and 
seeing it down here, they are very happy that it turned out this way.” 

Asked if the potential distraction in St. Louis stopped him from pushing 
for a trade to the Blues, he replies: “No, absolutely not.” 

So Tkachuk will be on the opposite side as the Blues try to continue 
turning their season around, on a 7-1 run following an eight-game losing 
streak. 

“They’ve had their ups and downs, but they’ve always been a great team 
to play,” Tkachuk says. “You know you’re getting a hardworking team 
with some insane skill, and with the way they’re playing now, it’s going to 
be even more of a challenge for us.” 

It’ll be the second game of a back-to-back set for the Blues, who are in 
Tampa on Friday, so there won’t be time for a reunion with Robert 
Thomas or any other players the night before. 

“But he’ll make his way here, whether it’s the summer or next year, I 
don’t doubt that,” Tkachuk says. 

It’s funny how a lot more people are suddenly finding time to come and 
stay. 

“Life is good!” Tkachuk says. 
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