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Hurricanes’ power play stays alive in win over the Flames. Here’s what else we learned 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes powered their way out of a five-
game winless streak Saturday. 

Martin Necas and Brett Pesce each scored on the power 
play as the Canes fought past the Calgary Flames 3-2 at 
PNC Arena. 

After going six games without a power-play goal, the Canes 
scored twice Friday against the Boston Bruins — albeit in a 
3-2 overtime road loss — and then picked up another two at 
home Saturday with the man advantage.  

Pesce’s goal, at 8:46 of the third, came on a pass from 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and proved to be the game-winner as the 
Canes (11-6-5) closed it out. 

“It was huge. We played really good,” Necas said. “This can 
help get us going a little bit and get the confidence going, 
especially on the PP (power play). We have to keep it up.” 

The Canes’ Seth Jarvis scored an even-strength goal in the 
first for the Hurricanes, who were 0-1-4 in their last five 
games, losing four times in OT. 

“Things haven’t been easy, but we’ve been sticking with it 
and I thought we got what we deserved tonight,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Both goalies, the Canes’ Antti Raanta and the Flames’ Dan 
Vladar, had some big stops in the fast-paced game as the 
Flames (9-9-3) ended a six-game road trip. Raanta had 18 
saves while Vladar faced 33 shots. 

“When you go through tough times it’s more like a battle,” 
Raanta said. “You have to battle through adversity and the 
bad bounces. We felt like we’ve been playing OK and had 
chances to win but not get the bounces. It’s just a relief to get 
two points.” 

Takeaways from the game 

▪ The Canes had gone through a stretch of 239:14 without an 
even-strength goal before Jarvis scored. Nice play by 

defenseman Brent Burns, who skated into the left circle and 
found an open Jarvis by the crease 

▪ Andrei Svechnikov is a good passer but has a tendency to 
also make some sloppy ones. He assisted on the Necas 
power-play goal in the second but later had a turnover as the 
Flames’ Tyler Toffoli scored on a breakaway for 2-2 tie, 
trying to pass rather than getting the puck deep in the zone..  

▪ Yes, the guy they called “Svech” again tried the move some 
now call simply the “Svech” — Svechnikov has twice 
converted the often-imitated lacrosse move in his NHL 
career. He’s still looking for a third. 

▪ There were questions about Raanta’s availability before the 
game. Raanta said he took a puck off the knee at the 
morning skate before the Arizona game Wednesday and the 
swelling persisted, resulting in Pyotr Kochetkov starting four 
straight games. Said Raanta: “The way ‘Koochie’ has been 
playing, you trust him as much as anyone.” 

▪ Where’s Freddie? That’s a question often asked as goalie 
Frederik Andersen continues to miss games. Andersen now 
has missed the past 10 games, his return uncertain. 

▪ It has been a tough go for veteran Paul Stastny much of 
this season, his first with the Canes. Stastny, who had 21 
goals last season, has five assists in 21 games for Carolina 
and might have played his most complete game Saturday. 
The fourth line, centered by Stastny, spent time in the 
offensive zone and created some extra work for Vladar. 
Stastny assisted on Pesce’s power-play goal. 

▪ The Hurricanes announced Saturday that former goalie 
Cam Ward had been elected to the team’s new Hall of Fame 
as part of the inaugural class. Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and 
Glen Wesley earned automatic induction but Ward was the 
first to be elected for induction. No-brainer of a decision. 
Played 13 seasons, won 318 games and was so vital in 
Canes’ run to the 2006 Stanley Cup title. 
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Hurricanes’ power play strikes twice, skid ends against Flames 

Carolina had been 0-1-4 in its previous five games 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes solved their power 
play issues on Black Friday, and on Saturday they ended 
their losing streak. 

Brett Pesce scored on the power play, his first goal of the 
season, in the third period to give Carolina its third lead of 
the game, and this time it held up in a 3-2 win over the 
Flames in front of 18,845 at PNC Arena. 

“Everyone knows we faced some adversity these past five, 
six games,” Pesce said. “So this was huge for us and just our 
confidence and just finding a way to win again.” 

It marked the second straight game the Hurricanes’ power 
play got goals from both its units. 

On the winning goal, Paul Stastny controlled the puck along 
the boards on the zone entry and flipped the puck to Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, who quickly worked it to the point. Pesce cruised 
to the top of the left circle and snapped a wrist shot past two 
Flames defenders and beat goaltender Dan Vladar (30 
saves) to the short side for the game-winner at 8:46 of the 
third. 

It was the second power play goal of the night after the top 
unit scored to give Carolina a 2-1 lead 3:41 into the second 
period when Stefan Noesen spotted Martin Necas and fed 
him a backdoor pass that the latter knocked in for his 10th 
goal of the season. 

“It’s good to see both power play units producing,” Pesce 
said. 

The win ended a 0-1-4 stretch for Carolina right before the 
team heads out on a six-game road trip. 

“Everyone knew that we’re gonna go back to the road again,” 
said Carolina goalie Antti Raanta, who started for the first 
time since taking a puck to the outside of his knee during 
Wednesday’s morning skate and picked up his first win since 
Nov. 4. “So it was nice to get that win at home.” 

The Flames did rally from behind twice, the first time after 
Carolina opened the scoring. 

In the first period, Carolina had consecutive chances that 
Vladar stopped, but Calgary’s Dillon Dube immediately 
turned the puck over to Hurricanes defenseman Brent Burns. 

Burns slashed toward the net and backhanded a pass to 
Seth Jarvis, who knocked it in at 6:20 to end his 11-game 
goal drought and give the Hurricanes their first even-strength 
goal in 11 regulation periods. 

“I feel like a lot of other aspects of my game really 
progressed well, and I was happy with how I was playing, I 
think just not getting the bounces,” Jarvis said of his goal 
drought. “I think now I’m starting to see pucks are kicking my 
way a little bit more. I’m finding rebounds and just overall 
getting more shots on net, which is going to create more 
goals for myself and teammates.” 

The Flames tied the game when Adam Ruzicka got his fifth 
goal of the season by scoring off the rebound of a Michael 
Stone shot at 18:09 of the first. 

After Necas’ power play goal put Carolina ahead again, 
Calgary got the equalizer when the Hurricanes botched a line 
change. 

Noesen went to the bench and a Carolina player didn’t 
replace him on the ice for nine seconds. Tyler Toffoli took 
advantage and scored on a breakaway past Raanta (18 
saves) at 12:57 of the middle frame. 

It was the type of play that sunk the Hurricanes during their 
skid. Instead, Carolina persevered. 

“Every game that we’ve played something like that’s 
happened or we’ve felt like we’ve gotten lots of opportunities 
and they go down and get one,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “And you’re like, ‘What is happening?’ 
That’s kind of a feeling you get, but I thought tonight we just 
stuck with it. 

“We got the two points. That’s all that matters.” 

Notes: The team announced that former goalie Cam Ward 
will be inducted into the team’s new Hall of Fame, joining 
Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and Glen Wesley, who are all 
charter members by way of their numbers being retired. … 
Kotkaniemi has points in consecutive games for the first time 
this season. 
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Recap: Canes Snap Skid With Win Over Calgary 

Power play records multiple goals for a second consecutive 
games 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes got a little bit of 
everything they needed on Saturday, breaking their five-
game winless streak with a 3-2 victory over the Calgary 
Flames.  

Three Things 

Getting First Blood Again Early 

For a second consecutive contest the Canes opened the 
game's scoring, today capitalizing on a bad decision by 
Calgary in their own end. 

After a beautiful rush chance for Carolina just missed the net, 
an attempt at clearing the puck for Flames did not go as 
planned. Defenseman Brent Burns jumped up into the play 
and intercepted a pass, then setting up Seth Jarvis to give 
their club an early advantage. 

For Jarvis it was his first goal since November 3. 

Power Play Momentum 

Held without a power play goal from November 12-23, the 
Canes have turned the page from their six-game skid to now 
producing multiple times in back-to-back bouts. 

During today's second period Rod Brind'Amour's club earned 
the go-ahead goal by way of some wonderful deception from 
Stefan Noesen. One of the goal-scoring parties in 
yesterday's first period, Noesen kept his head directed 
toward his passing options in the slot and at the point before 
slipping one to Martin Necas on the back door for his 10th 
tally of the season. 

Then, again amid a tied game in the third period, the man 
advantage struck again. 

A near break-up of the Carolina zone entry looked as if it 
may have interrupted the attack, but Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
saved the effort by locating an unmarked Brett Pesce atop 
the blocker-side circle of Dan Vladar. Pesce, quarterbacking 
the second power play unit again, used two Flames 
defenders as screens before depositing a well-placed shot 
for the go-ahead goal. 

Father Finn Back Healthy 

Scratched from his scheduled start on Wednesday after 
being banged up at morning skate, Antti Raanta returned to 
the crease this afternoon. 

His first outing since last Thursday's overtime defeat against 
Colorado, Raanta stopped 18 out of 20 en route to a victory. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on how relieving it is to finally get a winning 
result after the recent stretch... 

"I told the guys, we've been playing well. I was actually 
getting worried because at some point you think you're going 
to have a game that's not so good. We've played well all 
throughout this stretch and just haven't got any bounces. 
That's what it's felt like. Obviously there are areas where you 
can be better, but the games haven't been poor. The effort's 
been great. Tonight it looked just like that after the period 
too. Like, how did we not get more out of that period? But I 
love the fact that we didn't really change our game." 

Brett Pesce elaborating on how hard the last few games had 
been, but finally coming out with a victory today... 

"We trust our system. It's worked for how many years now 
since Rod has been the coach. We know what we're capable 
of and every team goes through adversity over the course of 
the season. The biggest thing for us is sticking to our game 
plan and we've continued to do that. Today we got bounces 
and obviously had our power play and special teams going." 

Antti Raanta talking returning to action after backing up the 
last few games due to a lower-body injury suffered 
Wednesday morning... 

"It was kind of where you find yourself thinking that maybe 
you're good to go but at the same time you're a little hesitant. 
Every time I went down I wanted to get back up as quick as 
possible. It was a process. Obviously you always want to 
play when it's your turn, but we thought things through and 
that was the choice. With the way [Pyotr Kochetkov] has 
been playing too, you can trust him as much as anyone. He's 
been playing really well." 

Bonus Notes 

 Today became just the second time this season the 
Canes have produced multiple power play goals in 
consecutive games. The first occurance came 
October 17 & 20 against Seattle and Edmonton, 
respectively. 

 Carolina improved to 4-0-0 all-time when Brett 
Pesce scores a power play goal. Three of his four 
have been game-winners. 

 During today's game the Canes announced that 
goaltender Cam Ward would be the first new 
inductee into the team's Hall of Fame. He will be 
enshrined alongside Rod Brind'Amour, Glen Wesley 
and Ron Francis on February 16. 
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 With the victory Carolina improves to 11-6-5, good 
for third in the Metropolitan Division as of the final 
horn. 

What's Next? 

The team will have an off day on Sunday. They'll return to 
practice on Monday before they begin another six-game road 
stretch.

 

 

 
Hurricanes edge Flames to end five-game skid 

Pesce breaks tie in third period; Calgary loses third in row 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Brett Pesce broke a third-period tie to help 
the Carolina Hurricanes to their first win in six games, 3-2 
against the Calgary Flames at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

Pesce scored on the power play at 8:46 with a low wrist shot 
off a pass from Jesperi Kotkaniemi from below the goal line. 
It was his first goal of the season in his 22nd game. 

"Great pass by 'KK,' just found a little seam, so I had a little 
space to sneak in there," Pesce said. "It's just huge for us 
and our confidence, just finding a way to win again." 

Seth Jarvis and Martin Necas scored, and Antti Raanta 
made 18 saves for the Hurricanes (11-6-5), who were 0-1-4 
in their previous five, including a 3-2 overtime loss at the 
Boston Bruins on Friday. 

"I told the guys, 'We're playing well,'" Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "I was actually worried because at some 
point you think you're going to have a game that's not so 
good. We've played well all through this stretch and just 
haven't got any bounces." 

Adam Ruzicka scored, Tyler Toffoli got his 200th NHL goal, 
and Dan Vladar made 30 saves for the Flames (9-9-3), who 
have lost three straight, including 3-0 at the Washington 
Capitals on Friday. 

"I think we were ready for a really fast, aggressive team, and 
they came out like that," Calgary coach Darryl Sutter said. 
"The goalie did a good job holding down the fort early, but in 
the end, their power play gets a break and scores a goal. We 
had an opportunity before that on our power play [but] didn't 
come through." 

Jarvis gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 6:20 of the first period with 
his first goal in 12 games. Brent Burns took advantage of a 
Calgary turnover and fed him with a backhand across the 
slot. 

Ruzicka tied it 1-1 on the power play at 18:09 from the left 
side of the net. Raanta stopped a right point shot by Michael 
Stone, but Ruzicka scored on the rebound. 

Necas made it 2-1 on the power play at 3:41 of the second 
period. He pinched from the top of the right face-off circle 
and scored off a pass from Stefan Noesen. 

Toffoli took a stretch pass from Jonathan Huberdeau and 
tied it 2-2 on a breakaway at 12:57. 

"We battled back," Toffoli said. "They're a really good team, 
they work hard. We gave ourselves a chance, but I think we 
kind of let one slip there. I think we're getting some really 
good looks. It's just a matter of finishing our opportunities." 

The win was the first in his past four starts for Raanta, who 
backed up Pyotr Kochetkov the previous two games after 
taking a shot off the side of his knee during the morning 
skate Wednesday. 

"I feel like every team goes through some adversity during 
the season, but it's just a relief to get two points," Raanta 
said. "There's been a couple games for myself where there's 
been early goals and we've been chasing the game all the 
time. It was nice to get the lead today and go from there." 

The Flames finished a six-game road trip 2-3-1. 

"We wanted to get more points than games played," Sutter 
said. "When you go on trips that are three or more games, 
that's what you always want. We got five in six games, so we 
fell short." 

NOTES: Stone returned after missing 11 games with a 
lower-body injury. He had an assist, two shots on goal, two 
hits and two blocked shots in 16:42. … Huberdeau (assist) 
has 33 points (10 goals, 23 assists) in 36 games against 
Carolina. … Toffoli has played 672 NHL games. … The 
Hurricanes are 4-for-9 on the power play in their past two 
games after going 0-for-20 in their previous six. 
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Pesce’s 1st goal of season lifts Hurricanes past Flames 3-2 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Brett Pesce’s first goal of the season 
snapped a third-period tie and the Carolina Hurricanes 
ended a five-game winless streak with a 3-2 victory over the 
Calgary Flames on Saturday. 

Seth Jarvis and Martin Necas also scored for Carolina, which 
played its last home game until mid-December. 

“This was huge for us, just our confidence,” Pesce said. “Just 
finding a way to win again.” 

Pesce’s power-play goal came with 11:14 to play. It was his 
first goal since March. 

Antti Raanta made 19 saves in his first action in five games. 
He dealt with an injury earlier in the week and was scratched 
from a scheduled start Wednesday night. 

Adam Ruzicka and Tyler Toffoli scored for the Flames, who 
ended a six-game trip with a 2-3-1 record. Dan Vladar, who 
stopped 30 shots, is winless since his first outing of the 
season in mid-October. 

Raanta faced only four shots in the third period. 

“We played well all through this stretch and just haven’t got 
any bounces,” said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
whose team last won Nov. 14 at Chicago. “That’s kind of 
what it has felt like.” 

The Hurricanes scored two power-play goals on back-to-
back days after going six straight games without a man-
advantage goal. 

“The power play has got to come through, and it did,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Perhaps now the conversion regarding Carolina’s power play 
can take a different tone. 

“The power play was the reason we won,” Jarvis said.  

The Flames, coming off a shutout loss a day earlier at 
Washington, have managed a total of three goals in their last 
three games. 

“We’ve got to score more,” Flames center Mikael Backlund 
said. “We got some looks.” 

Jarvis snapped a personal 11-game goal drought when he 
converted a pass from Brent Burns at 6:20 of the first period. 

The Flames tied the score on Ruzicka’s power-play goal with 
1:51 left in the first. 

Necas’ 10th goal of the season put Carolina on top in the 
second. Toffoli countered with a tying goal for the Flames 
less than seven minutes later. 

Toffoli’s goal came on a breakaway when he waited at the 
blue line and was alone when Jonathan Huberdeau delivered 
a pass. 

Vladar is the No. 2 goalie for Calgary, but he said he expects 
to make bigger contributions. He referenced his 1-4-1 record 
this season. 

“It got to be better,” Vladar said. “I’ve got to get some Ws for 
this team. It’s just frustrating for me.” 

RAANTA’S RECOVERY 

Raanta said a puck struck his knee awkwardly in 
Wednesday’s morning skate. He took time off before 
appearing in another game. 

“You always want to play when it’s your turn,” Raanta said. 

He’s tied with Frederik Andersen, who has been out since 
Nov. 6 with an injury, with a team-high eight appearances 
among Carolina’s goalies. 

TRIP TROUBLES 

The Flames missed one of the objectives on their season-
long six-game trip. They secured five points. 

“You want more points than games played,” coach Darryl 
Sutter said. “That’s the best way to look at it. When you go 
on trips that are three or more games, that’s what you want.” 

ICE MATTERS 

The result avoided the first six-game winless streak of 
Brind’Amour’s coaching career of four-plus seasons. … 
Necas didn’t have his 10th goal last season until his 59th 
game, so he’s well ahead of that pace after 22 games. … 
Toffoli posted his 200th career goal, becoming the sixth 
skater from the 2010 draft class to reach that mark. Among 
first-round picks that year, he’s the first to record 200 goals. 

UP NEXT  

Flames: Tuesday versus Florida to begin a five-game 
homestand. 

Hurricanes: Tuesday at Pittsburgh to begin a six-game road 
stretch.
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Why Are the Carolina Hurricanes Playing Below Expectations? 

Adam Proteau examines the Carolina Hurricanes, who were 
thought to be Cup contenders but are currently fourth in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

By Adam Proteau 

The backsliding Carolina Hurricanes are in the midst of a 
five-game losing streak, dropping games to good teams 
(Colorado, Winnipeg and Boston) and not-so-good teams 
(Minnesota and Arizona) in that span. And the way they’re 
losing these five games is different – four of the five losses 
have come in overtime. That’s not something you see every 
day in the NHL. Much is expected of this Hurricanes squad, 
but after getting out to an 8-2-1 start to the regular season, 
they’ve gone 2-4-4 in their past 10 games. 

You’d think, with the law of averages, Carolina would have 
won one or two of those overtime games, but each time, 
they’ve stumbled and dropped OT games to the Bruins, 
Avalanche, Wild and Jets. And the only loss in the five-game 
skid that wasn’t a one-goal game was a 4-0 loss to the lowly 
Coyotes. The Canes have squandered the early cushion 
they had in the Metropolitan standings, and now sit tied for 
third, but technically, in the fourth spot in the division. And it’s 
not too difficult to see what's ailing them.  

Carolina still has a top-four group of defensemen that most 
NHL GMs would kill for, but their veteran goaltending tandem 
of Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta has not been 
good – regular starter Andersen was 5-3-0 with an .891 save 
percentage before he was injured (again) in early November, 
and Raanta (.902 SP) hasn’t been much better. The 
Hurricanes’ best goalie this year has been third-stringer 
Pyotr Kochetkov (.913 SP), and he’s the one Carolina has 
gone with for five of their past six games. We’re happy for 
the 23-year-old Kochetkov, but when your team’s best goalie 
is your third-stringer, it definitely causes concern. 

Meanwhile, the ‘Canes’ offense isn’t helping matters. In fact, 
the offense is sputtering significantly, with Carolina having 
the league’s fifth-worst offense at a measly 2.67 goals-for 

average per game. Contrast that with their high-octane 
offense of last season, when the Hurricanes had the eighth-
best offense in the NHL at 3.38 goals-for.  

Three of their top forwards – center Sebastien Aho, and 
wingers Martin Necas and Andrei Svechnikov – are 
producing at or above a point-per-game pace, but it’s slim 
pickings after that. No other player besides D-man Brent 
Burns is at the double-digit plateau in points. Forwards 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Jesper Fast and Jordan Staal all are 
producing at a pace worse than the ones they were on last 
year. It’s all strained and a general mess in the offensive 
zone much of the time for Carolina, and that has to change. 
It’s no wonder the Hurricanes have just two wins in their past 
eight games (2-4-2), and that Metro frontrunner New Jersey 
has nine more standings points than they do.  

We likely will see improvement out of the Canes when 
Andersen returns, but he isn’t expected back soon. Carolina 
also could get a boost on offense when currently-injured top 
forward Max Pacioretty returns to the lineup to make his 
Hurricanes debut in January. But that’s a long time to wait for 
the help those two veterans can provide. And the schedule-
maker hasn’t been kind to them, as, in the 15 games they’ll 
play between now and New Year’s Day, Carolina will have 
only three games against subpar teams (Anaheim, 
Philadelphia and Chicago). The remaining dozen all are 
teams the ‘Canes could lose to if they don’t balance out their 
attack. 

In pre-season predictions, the Hurricanes were a popular 
pick to win the Stanley Cup this season. This writer was one 
of more than a few who did so. It’s not too late for them to 
rediscover their early-season groove and become a 
legitimate Cup threat, but the adversity they’re currently 
trying to get past could keep them in the lower half of the 
Metro post-season picture, and that could cost them valuable 
home-ice advantage when games matter most. We’ll soon 
see if they have the resilience and fortitude to push them 
back at or near the top of the Eastern Conference.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 27, 2022 

 

 

 

Winning Habits: Canes’ commitment to their game comes through in the end 

The Carolina Hurricanes snapped their five-game winless 
streak with a 3-2 win over the Calgary Flames Saturday 
evening at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

When you do everything right in a game and yet the results 
don’t go your way, you can usually brush that loss aside and 
move on to the next. 

But when those losses start to pile up, where despite it all the 
wins won’t come, it would be easy to stray from what your 
supposed to be doing. 

“Part of you wants to kind of stray from it,” said forward Seth 
Jarvis who snapped a 11-game scoring drought Saturday 
evening. “But [Brind’Amour] preaches it every day. The 
reason we win is because we stay consistent and play the 
same way. When it works, you can see that we dominate 
teams and have had really good success with it. When we 
start going off page is when we start to fall apart and go on 
those five-game slides.” 

It had been tough sledding for the Carolina Hurricanes for a 
while there as they found themselves on a five-game winless 
streak coming into Saturday’s matchup with the Calgary 
Flames. 

The team had lost four times in overtime during that stretch 
and had only scored three even strength goals. 

“I feel like we’ve been playing okay and we had chances to 
win those games, it just hadn’t been bouncing our way,” said 
netminder Antti Raanta. 

It was a game where guys could have easily started playing 
on their own accords and ignoring their systems because the 
results were just not there.  

But the game with the Flames showed a team resilient in its 
ways and determined to get things right. 

“We trust in our system,” said defenseman Brett Pesce, who 
scored the game winner. “It’s worked for four years now 
since [Brind’Amour’s] been the coach. We know what we’re 
capable of. Everyone goes through adversity in the season 
and the biggest thing is sticking to our game plan. We 
continued to do that, but today we got the bounces.” 

It was also a big game for a few guys that were looking to 
bring a little more to the table. The biggest of them was 
Jarvis. 

After a phenomenal second half of the season and 
postseason last year, Jarvis had a slow start to this season, 
but tonight was the best game he’s had in a while. 

Moved back up to the top line with Sebastian Aho and Martin 
Necas, Jarvis was noticeable from the jump and he was 

rewarded for his hard work with a goal, helped along a bit by 
Brent Burns. 

Burns jumped into the zone, retrieving a Flames turnover, cut 
across the zone and tossed it straight to Jarvis on the 
backdoor where the young forward elevated it over Calgary 
netminder Dan Vladar’s pad.  

It was also a big relief goal for the team, snapping a 239:14 
even-strength goal drought for the Canes — their last coming 
in the first period against the Minnesota Wild five games 
prior. 

Goals had been hard to come by recently, and when the 
team is struggling to score, netminders can try to do too 
much too. 

“Usually when you start playing harder, you start making 
mistakes,” Raanta said. “You just try to calm yourself down 
and focus on your own thing and trust that the guys will score 
when they get the chances.” 

Luckily for Raanta, Carolina managed to find a few more 
goals. 

And it was the power play making mark not just once, but 
twice, scoring multiple times in back-to-back games. 

Before the game in Boston, the power play had been 
struggling.  

Whether it was just poor outings or terrible puck luck, it just 
wasn’t a strength for Carolina.  

But tonight, it was a difference maker. 

“The power play tonight was the reason we won,” Jarvis said.  

The first power play goal came off a set play where Stefen 
Noesen pulled the defense in to him at the goal line, creating 
a lane, and then his no-look pass to Necas on the flank let 
the magic happen. 

The second goal was another example of a great pass, but 
unlike Noesen, Jesperi Kotkaniemi had to react on the fly to 
collect a deflected pass and then make a quick, heads up 
play to Pesce sneaking in from the point. 

The Canes did what they needed to do to win and it couldn’t 
have come at a better time, with the longest road trip of the 
season looming. 

“We’ve got a tough schedule ahead of us,” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. “Not like it hasn’t already been, because it 
feels like it’s been tough already. But now we’re going on the 
road for six games and we haven’t really gotten into a rhythm 
at home. I think that’s part of the issue for me. Just doesn’t 
really feel like we’ve been able to relax in between games 
and get a rhythm going. Hopefully we can get through this 
stretch.” 
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The Hurricanes will start the road trip off with a visit to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday.

 

 

 
Wolves Defeated by Stars 5-1 

ROSEMONT, Ill. – The Chicago Wolves wrapped up their 
slate of November games with a 5-1 loss to the Texas Stars 
on Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Josh Melnick scored for the Wolves but the Stars got two 
goals from Marian Studenic and one each from three others 
to hand the defending Calder Cup champions their fourth 
consecutive defeat. 

“We forced a lot of plays when we didn’t need to,” Wolves 
defenseman David Farrance said. “We need to get more 
pucks to the net. We had under 20 shots (18) so we have to 
shoot more. No one likes losing 5-1.” 

Texas got on the board first on a goal by Studenic in the 
waning seconds of the opening period and Riley Tufte’s goal 
early in the second extended the Stars’ lead to 2-0. 

A shorthanded score by Jacob Peterson later in the second 
gave Texas a three-goal advantage and Alex Petrovic’s 
score made it 4-0. 

The Wolves finally broke through late in the second when 
Melnick deflected a long shot by Anttoni Honka past Stars 
netminder Anton Khudobin. The goal, assisted by Honka and 
captain Max Lajoie, was Melnick’s third of the season. 

Studenic’s second of the game midway through the third 
capped the scoring. 

Cale Morris (24 saves) suffered the loss in goal for the 
Wolves while Khudobin (17 saves) earned the win for the 
Stars for the second night in a row. 

Chicago dropped to 5-9-2-0 while Texas improved to 9-6-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves travel to Iowa to face the Wild on Dec. 
3 (6 p.m., AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269030377.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/11/hurricanes-power-play-strikes-twice-skid-ends-against-flames/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-snap-skid-with-win-over-calgary/c-338068666 

https://www.nhl.com/news/calgary-flames-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-338040514 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-calgary-flames-martin-necas-3448dfe5b04e9d4a00d471b23346866c 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/why-are-the-carolina-hurricanes-playing-below-expectations 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/26/23479703/winning-habits-carolina-hurricanes-commitment-to-their-game-comes-through-in-end 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/11/26/wolves-defeated-by-stars-5-1/ 
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Hurricanes’ power play stays alive in win over the Flames. Here’s what 
else we learned 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED NOVEMBER 26, 2022 10:09 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes powered their way out of a five-game winless 
streak Saturday. 

Martin Necas and Brett Pesce each scored on the power play as the 
Canes fought past the Calgary Flames 3-2 at PNC Arena. 

After going six games without a power-play goal, the Canes scored twice 
Friday against the Boston Bruins — albeit in a 3-2 overtime road loss — 
and then picked up another two at home Saturday with the man 
advantage. 

Pesce’s goal, at 8:46 of the third, came on a pass from Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and proved to be the game-winner as the Canes (11-6-5) 
closed it out. 

“It was huge. We played really good,” Necas said. “This can help get us 
going a little bit and get the confidence going, especially on the PP 
(power play). We have to keep it up.” 

The Canes’ Seth Jarvis scored an even-strength goal in the first for the 
Hurricanes, who were 0-1-4 in their last four games, losing four times in 
OT. 

“Things haven’t been easy, but we’ve been sticking with it and I thought 
we got what we deserved tonight,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Both goalies, the Canes’ Antti Raanta and the Flames’ Dan Vladar, had 
some big stops in the fast-paced game as the Flames (9-9-3) ended a 
six-game road trip. Raanta had 18 saves while Vladar faced 33 shots. 

“When you go through tough times it’s more like a battle,” Raanta said. 
“You have to battle through adversity and the bad bounces. We felt like 
we’ve been playing OK and had chances to win but not get the bounces. 
It’s just a relief to get two points.” 

TAKEAWAYS FROM THE GAME 

▪ The Canes had gone through a stretch of 239:14 without an even-
strength goal before Jarvis scored. Nice play by defenseman Brent 
Burns, who skated into the left circle and found an open Jarvis by the 
crease 

▪ Andrei Svechnikov is a good passer but has a tendency to also make 
some sloppy ones. He assisted on the Necas power-play goal in the 
second but later had a turnover as the Flames’ Tyler Toffoli scored on a 
breakaway for 2-2 tie. 

▪ Yes, the guy they called “Svech” again tried the move some now call 
simply the “Svech” — Svechnikov has twice converted the often-imitated 
lacrosse move in his NHL career. He’s still looking for a third. 

▪ There were questions about Raanta’s availability before the game. 
Raanta said he took a puck off the knee at the morning skate before the 
Arizona game Wednesday and the swelling persisted, resulting in Pyotr 
Kochetkov starting four straight games. Said Raanta: “The way ‘Koochie’ 
has been playing, you trust him as much as anyone.” 

▪ Where’s Freddie? That’s a question often asked as goalie Frederik 
Andersen continues to miss games. Andersen now has missed the past 
10 games, his return uncertain. 

▪ It has been a tough go for veteran Paul Stastny much of this season, 
his first with the Canes. Stastny, who had 21 goals last season, has five 
assists in 21 games for Carolina and might have played his most 
complete game Saturday. The fourth line, centered by Stastny, spent 
time in the offensive zone and created some extra work for Vladar. 
Stastny assisted on Pesce’s power-play goal. 

▪ The Hurricanes announced Saturday that former goalie Cam Ward had 
been elected to the team’s new Hall of Fame as part of the inaugural 
class. Brind’Amour, Ron Francis and Glen Wesley earned automatic 
induction but Ward was the first to be elected for induction. No-brainer of 
a decision. Played 13 seasons, won 318 games and was so vital in 
Canes’ run to the 2006 Stanley Cup title. 

 

News Observer LOADED: 11.27.2022 

1260586 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Minor league report: Penguins' win third consecutive game in shootout 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

1-1 minutes 11/27/2022 

 

Shootout goals by forward Alex Nylander and Sam Poulin gave the 
Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins a 3-2 road win against the Springfield 
Thunderbirds at the MassMutual Center in Springfield, Mass on 
Saturday. 

Goaltender Filip Lindberg made 33 saves on 35 shots in regulation and 
overtime then stopped two of three shootout attempts for Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (10-5-1-1) which extended a winning streak to three 
games. Poulin and fellow Penguins forward Valtteri Puustinen each 
scored regulation goals. 

Highlights: 

The Penguins’ next game is a road contest against the rival Hershey 
Bears on Tuesday, 7:05 p.m. 
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Penguins' winning streak snapped with loss to Maple Leafs 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

8-10 minutes 11/26/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have been extremely streaky this season. 

Heck, forget the season. 

How about since just around Halloween? 

Over the past 33 days, they have endured a seven-game losing streak as 
well as a five-game winning streak. 

But the Penguins have been remarkably consistent in one fashion. And in 
no good way. 

They’ve largely been rotten in the second portion in sets of games on 
back-to-back days. 

And they stayed true to that trend on Saturday with a 4-1 home loss to 
the Toronto Maple Leafs at PPG Paints Arena, a setback that snapped 
their season-best five-game winning streak. 

The defeat dropped the Penguins’ mark in the second game of back-to-
back sets to 1-4-1. In those contests, the Penguins have been outshot by 
the opposition by a considerable margin, 214 to 162. 

Roughly 24 hours after they claimed a one-sided 4-1 road win against the 
rival Philadelphia Flyers, most of their players were hesitant to place 
blame on weariness or enervation that might exist in playing consecutive 
games in such a finite span. 

But at least one of them did acknowledge the possibility. And it was 
arguably the best player to wear a black and yellow jersey on Saturday 
night. 

“It’s hard on these guys,” said Penguins goaltender Casey DeSmith, who 
offered a valiant effort in making 37 saves on 41 shots. “They played 
hard. We played great last night. Played really hard. Fatigue is a real 
thing.” 

The Penguins’ lousy start was quite real on Saturday as they allowed a 
goal all of 40 seconds into regulation thanks to a sloppy line change. 

As the Penguins’ first line and top defensive pairing casually meandered 
to the bench with all the urgency of a bale of anemic box turtles, Maple 
Leafs forward Auston Matthews quickly transitioned a puck from the 
center red line up the left wing, springing Maple Leafs forward Mitch 
Marner on a breakaway. 

Attacking the net, Marner danced across the front of the crease, jammed 
up DeSmith with a deke and tucked a nifty forehand shot past DeSmith’s 
left skate for his sixth goal of the season. Matthews and forward Calle 
Jarnkrok had assists. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan was curt in explaining the malfunction. 

“It’s a bad line change,” Sullivan said. “And we need more awareness.” 

First-liner Jake Guentzel was a bit more expansive. 

“A miscommunication,” Guentzel said. “We all five changed. They made 
a nice play, a quick (pass) up. That just can’t happen that early in the 
game.” 

The Penguins appeared to get on the scoreboard at 8:03 of the second 
period when forward Rickard Rakell shot a puck that was loose in the 

crease into the cage while hunched over goaltender Erik Kallgren. But 
referee Kelly Sutherland whistled play dead and signaled no goal. 

After a brief conference with all four-on-ice officials as well as league 
staffers off ice, Sutherland took to the public address system and 
announced, “The puck is deemed dead as there was not continuous 
motion of the shot. The whistle was blown to kill the play. No goal.” 

Shortly after that, the NHL issued a statement explaining “the referee 
informed the Situation Room that he had deemed the play dead when he 
lost sight of the puck behind Erik Kallgren.” 

Rakell indicated he received an explanation that was more in line with 
Sutherland’s announcement. 

“I heard the whistle before I shot the puck when I saw it was loose at the 
time,” Rakell said. “The referee told me if the puck was still in motion the 
goal would have counted but it stopped so they (had) to call it off.” 

Meanwhile, Sullivan offered little objection to how the sequence unfolded 
based on the officials losing track of the puck. 

“Obviously, the puck is loose,” Sullivan said. “The referees didn’t see it. 
You’d hope they see it and not blow the whistle. That’s their call. If they 
don’t see it, they’ve got to blow the whistle. That’s how it was.” 

Regardless of the NHL’s inability to explain the ruling cohesively, the 
Penguins declined to suggest it had a role in the route this game took. 

“There was a lot more factors than just that (non-goal),” forward Jason 
Zucker said. “We weren’t very good tonight.” 

That was evident less than two minutes later when the Maple Leafs took 
a 2-0 lead thanks to rookie forward Pontus Holmberg scoring his second 
goal at the 9:55 mark. 

After Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson misfired on a pass 
attempt behind his own net to defensive partner Kris Letang, Marner 
jumped all over Letang, knocking him down. Claiming possession in the 
right corner, Marner slid a pass to the slot for Holmberg who wired a 
wrister over DeSmith’s glove. The only assist went to Marner. 

“I saw him coming,” said Letang, who protested the lack of a penalty to 
officials. “I was bracing for a hit and his foot just clipped my heel and I 
kind of lost my balance. 

“One of those things that happens.” 

Another Maple Leafs goal happened only 55 seconds after that. From the 
left corner of the offensive zone, Maple Leafs forward Michael Bunting 
rimmed the puck along the end boards to Matthews behind the net. 
Shrugging off a check from Rakell, Matthews fed a short-area pass from 
the left of the cage to the slot for Nylander who leaned down to his and 
snapped off an immediate one-timer past DeSmith’s blocker for his 12th 
goal. Matthews and Bunting tallied assists. 

The Penguins spoiled Kallgren’s shutout bid when Rakell found a legal 
goal – his ninth of the season – at 11:38 of the final period. Driving the 
puck up the right wing, Guentzel pulled up near the corner and tried to 
push a forehand pass to the point but had it blocked by backchecking 
Maple Leafs forward Pierre Engvall’s stick. The puck caromed low in the 
right circle where Rakell swiped it with a forehand shot past Kallgren’s 
blocker on the far side. Guentzel and forward Sidney Crosby collected 
assists. 

Any notions of a comeback were snuffed out at 14:36 of the third period 
thanks to Matthews’ 10th goal of the season. After Zucker lost the puck in 
the left corner of the offensive zone, Bunting took possession in the left 
circle and pushed it up ice, fighting through checks by Penguins forward 
Evgeni Malkin as well as defensemen P.O Joseph and Jeff Petry. 
Despite being tripped by Bunting on the right half wall of the Penguins’ 
zone, Bunting had the presence to deal a forehand pass to the slot for an 
unguarded Matthews who rocketed a wrister past DeSmith’s blocker. 
Bunting earned the lone assist. 
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DeSmith probably did more than enough to earn a better result. As it 
was, his record dropped to 3-5-1 despite him stealing a handful of goals 
against an opponent that was far better than the Penguins for most of the 
contest. 

“Casey played awesome,” Guentzel said. “We left him out to dry a couple 
of times but he made some big saves for us, kept us in the game all 
night.” 

The Penguins don’t have to contend with a set of games on back-to-back 
nights until Dec. 9 and 10 when they face the Buffalo Sabres in a home-
and-home series. 

As for Saturday’s game, the Penguins found a way to maintain a bad 
trend seemingly right off the opening faceoff. 

“We didn’t have a good first (period),” Letang said. “Right from the get-
go, we didn’t apply pressure, we didn’t execute, we didn’t have any 
details in our game. 

“When you play a team like that, it’s going to be hard to come back.” 

Notes: 

• The Penguins were 3 for 3 on the penalty kill and extended a streak of 
not allowing an opposing power-play goals to seven games. Over that 
stretch, they are 17 for 17 on the penalty kill. 

• Penguins forward Bryan Rust was held without a point for the 11th time 
in his past 12 games. Over that stretch, he has generated only two points 
(one goal, one assist). 

• The Penguins’ scratches were forward Kasperi Kapanen and 
defenseman Chad Ruhwedel. 

• Marner is a Penguins killer almost just on assists. In 17 career games 
against the Penguins, he has 17 points (three goals, 14 assists). 

• Marner has points in 16 consecutive games. Hockey Hall of Fame 
forward Darryl Sittler holds the franchise record for the longest scoring 
streak with an 18-game stretch he put together in the 1977-78 season. 
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Penguins expected to start goaltender Casey DeSmith against Maple 
Leafs 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

2-2 minutes 11/26/2022 

 

The Penguins are expected to start goaltender Casey DeSmith for 
Saturday’s home game against the Toronto Maple Leafs at PPG Paints 
Arena. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan announced DeSmith’s status 
approximately two hours before the opening faceoff. 

This season, DeSmith has appeared in eight games and has a 3-4-1 
record, a 2.88 goals against average and .909 save percentage. 

DeSmith faced the Maple Leafs just over a week ago. In a 5-2 home loss 
on Nov. 15, DeSmith made 28 saves on 32 shots. 

Notes: 

• The Penguins enter the game with a season-best winning streak of five 
games. This is the Penguins’ longest winning streak since a six-game 
stretch last season from Jan. 15-25. 

• The Penguins’ penalty killers have not allowed an opposing power-play 
goal for a season-best six consecutive games. They are 14 for 14 on the 
penalty kill during this stretch. 

• Penguins forward Rickard Rakell enters the contest with 199 career 
assists. 

• The Maple Leafs are slated to start goaltender Erik Kellgren. In nine 
games this season, Kallgren has a 2-2-4 record, a 2.87 goals against 
average and an .891 save percentage. 

Kallgren was in net for the Maple Leafs during a 4-2 home loss to the 
Penguins at Scotiabank Arena on Nov. 11 In that contest, Kallgren made 
19 saves on 22 shots. 
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3 takeaways: Penguins' Marcus Pettersson steps up to fight Flyers 
heavyweight 

 

Staff Report 

TribuneReview 

2-3 minutes 11/26/2022 

 

Three takeaways from the Penguins’ 4-1 win in Philadelphia on Friday 
night: 

Fight card 

Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson recorded the sixth fighting 
major of his career Friday night. At at 2:04 of the second period, 
Pettersson dropped the gloves with winger Nicolas Deslauriers — 
considered one of the NHL’s toughest players — after Deslauriers 
dropped defenseman Kris Letang with a hit. 

“I saw (Letang) got hit pretty hard,” Pettersson said to media in 
Philadelphia. “I figured I’ve got to stand up for him. He would have done 
the same for me.” 

Pettersson now has 13 penalty minutes on the season, fifth-most on the 
team. 

It was Pettersson’s sixth career fight. He was involved in four scraps 
during his first full season in the NHL in 2018-19 but only one fight since, 
an altercation with Max Domi, then of the Montreal Canadiens, on Jan. 4, 
2020. 

Deslauriers, conversely, has six fights in 21 games already this season. 
He fought 10 times last season. 

Faceoff whiz 

Penguins forward Jeff Carter was dominant in the faceoff circle, going 14 
for 15 in draws. 

The team’s only right-handed center, Carter leads the Penguins with a 
faceoff winning percentage of 61.8% (149 wins and 92 losses). Among 
players with at least 100 faceoffs taken, Carter is fifth-best in the league. 
Chicago’s Jonathan Toews leads at 65.3%. 

Forward Sidney Crosby is second on the Penguins at 52.3% (227 wins, 
207 losses) 

Good at drawing 
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Penguins forward Josh Archibald leads the team with 10 penalties drawn 
this season. Forward Brock McGinn is second with six. The league 
leader is Toronto’s Michael Bunting with 16. 

While killing a penalty, Archibald was interfered with by Flyers 
defenseman Provorov at 15:30 of the first period, wiping out a power-play 
opportunity for the Flyers. 

 

Tribune Review LOADED: 11.27.2022 

1260590 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Penguins’ 5-game winning streak snapped in another frustrating loss to 
Maple Leafs 

 

Matt Vensel 

6-8 minutes 11/26/2022 

 

Forty seconds into Saturday’s loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs, Sidney 
Crosby was booting the boards in frustration and the Penguins were 
already behind. 

They gifted the Leafs the early lead with an unfathomably bad line 
change, the sort of personnel switch you see at a pickup game at your 
neighborhood rink. 

Four Penguins, including both defensemen, turned and skated to the 
bench as the puck rimmed around the boards and out of their zone. 
Auston Matthews saw that Kris Letang had vacated the right side of the 
ice and snapped a pass up to Mitch Marner, who scored on one of the 
easiest breakaways he will ever get. 

“That just can’t happen that early in the game,” Jake Guentzel later 
lamented. 

They were unable to recover in the 4-1 loss. The Leafs controlled the 
game from start to finish as they snapped the Penguins’ winning streak at 
five. It didn’t help that the Penguins had a tying goal wiped off the board 
in the second period. 

The Penguins’ last loss also came against the Leafs, who won here Nov. 
15. 

“It’s tough to give one up on the first shift. Definitely,” Jeff Carter said. 
“But that being said, there’s still 59 minutes of hockey left. For whatever 
reason we couldn’t pull it together in the first [period] and that kind of set 
us back a little bit.” 

Both teams were playing for the second straight day. The Penguins 
dominated the Flyers in Philadelphia on Friday evening. Meanwhile, the 
Leafs won in Minnesota and then had to hop on a flight halfway across 
the country to Pittsburgh. 

Despite those circumstances, the Leafs had their legs Saturday. They 
didn’t give the Penguins much time and space and had them on their 
heels for much of the night. At one point they were outshooting the 
Penguins by a 24-6 margin. 

The Penguins also lacked the attention to detail that had helped them go 
streaking. That was most evident when they spaced out at the end of 
their first shift. 

Coach Mike Sullivan spoke before the game about how the Penguins 
must limit rushes chances for the Leafs, who killed them with their 
counterattack when these two teams met here Nov. 15. Then their top-
line players coasted to the bench while Marner skated in alone to deke 
Casey DeSmith for the opening goal. 

“It’s a bad line change and we need more awareness,” Sullivan said 
curtly. 

Sitting on the bench as the Leafs celebrated, Crosby kicked the boards 
three times with his skate. He soon disappeared down the tunnel with an 
equipment manager right behind him. Crosby would miss several 
minutes as he got repairs. 

His teammates were also unable to find their footing in the first period 
after giving up that deflating goal 40 seconds in. They allowed four odd-
man rushes during the period, per Sportlogiq, including a 2-on-1 with less 
than 10 seconds left. DeSmith was sharp in the first, stopping 16 shots to 
keep the Penguins in it. 

“We have been playing some good hockey. For whatever reason, we 
came out a little flat in the first and they have some legs,” Carter said. 
“They took it to us.” 

The Leafs pulled away in the second period, after the Penguins had a 
Rickard Rakell goal waved off by the officials. He couldn’t cleanly sweep 
in the loose puck that sat in the blue paint behind Leafs goalie Erik 
Kallgren. He eventually nudged it over the line, but not before an official 
had whistled the play dead. 

The NHL sent out a statement saying that the referee said he lost sight of 
the puck. But Rakell indicated that he was given a different explanation 
on the ice. 

“I heard the whistle before I shot the puck in. I saw it was loose the whole 
time,” he said of the confusing call. “The referee told me that if the puck 
was still in motion the goal would have counted. But it stopped. So they 
had to call it off.” 

The Leafs pushed their lead to 2-0 just over two minutes later. Marcus 
Pettersson and Letang botched a breakout and Marner, who snatched 
the puck from Letang in the right corner, set up Pontus Holmberg in the 
high slot for the goal. 

William Nylander added another 55 seconds after Holmberg scored, 
working into a frenzy the many, many Leafs fans who made the trip down 
from Toronto. 

Rakell pumped one past Kallgren with 8:22 left to briefly give the 
Penguins hope. But Matthews, who had a three-point game, scored to 
put the game away. 

Overall, the Leafs outshot the Penguins, 41-26. They had 10 more shots 
from the slot. And they had seven odd-man rushes, per Sportlogiq, 
scoring on one. 

“We got outplayed. We just got outplayed,” Sullivan said. “Toronto played 
hard. You’ve got to give Toronto credit. They played hard. They defended 
hard. They made us work for our offense, and I thought we gave them 
some easy looks.” 

ICE CHIPS 

-- With Saturday’s win, Toronto took the season series against 
Pittsburgh, 2-1. 

-- DeSmith started Saturday after Tristan Jarry got the win in 
Philadelphia. DeSmith missed one practice earlier in the week with an 
upper-body injury. But he looked just fine in this one, playing better than 
the box score would indicate. “Casey played awesome,” Guentzel said. 
“We left him out to dry a couple of times.” 

-- Jason Zucker has cooled off. He has gone four straight games without 
a point and he couldn’t capitalize on three excellent opportunities in the 
first period, when the Penguins were down a goal. He was left staring at 
the ceiling in disbelief after he was unable to slap a rebound into the net 
with Kallgren out of position. 

-- The Penguins have gone seven straight without giving up a power-play 
goal. Jan Rutta made a sprawling save during the second to keep that 
streak going. 
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-- Sullivan stuck with the same lineup the Penguins had deployed 
throughout their winning streak. Kasperi Kapanen and Chad Ruhwedel 
were the scratches. 

STAT N’AT 

1-4-1 – the record in the second half of back-to-backs for the Penguins, 
who have one of the league’s oldest rosters. Sullivan was asked if age 
was a factor. “I don’t know the answer, but what I would say to you is that 
the sample size is pretty small. So it might be difficult to draw any 
conclusions from that,” he replied. 

THEY SAID IT 

“All in all, it wasn’t our best night,” Carter said. “But that’s it. We’ll move 
on.” 
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Yohe’s 10 observations: Are the Penguins showing their age in back-to-
back sets? 

 

Josh Yohe 

8-10 minutes 11/26/2022 

 

The Penguins have a problem. 

No, it’s not in the standings. They’re fine despite a 4-1 setback to the 
Maple Leafs on Saturday at PPG Paints Arena. 

Instead, the Penguins’ problem is this: They can barely function on the 
second night of back-to-back games. They are the NHL’s oldest team, 
after all, so it makes plenty of sense. 

In six games on the second night of back-to-back sequences this season, 
the Penguins are 1-4-1, their only win coming against the lowly 
Blackhawks a week ago. 

They’ve been outscored in these games, 25-15. Perhaps even more 
telling, they’ve been out-shot, 244-161. 

Is this a coincidence or a sign that back-to-back sets are a problem? 

“I don’t have an answer for you,” Mike Sullivan said. 

Bryan Rust was a bit more direct when he was asked if there is a back-
to-back problem for the Penguins. 

“No,” he said. 

Casey DeSmith, who played admirably in net, had a slightly different 
take. He was asked if he notices a difference on the second night of 
back-to-back games, in terms of how his teammates perform. 

“Sometimes, yeah,” he said. “These guys play hard. Fatigue is a real 
thing.” 

There’s a trend here, too. 

Dating back to last March, the Penguins are 2-5-3 in the last 10 
occasions in which they’ve played in the second half of a back-to-back 
set. They’ve been out-shot in eight of those 10 games. And in those 
games, they’ve been out-shot 377-290. 

The Penguins have nine back-to-back sets remaining, the next coming 
Dec. 9 and 10 against Buffalo. 

“We need to be better obviously,” Jeff Carter said. “Every team has to 
play in a lot of back-to-backs. It’s just the way it is. It’s up to each 
individual to make sure that they’re prepared to play.” 

The Penguins had won five straight games before this setback. But it was 
clear from the outset that they weren’t winning this game. 

This issue with back-to-back games isn’t going away. 

“There is no explanation,” Kris Letang said. 

They are the league’s oldest team, so maybe there is an explanation, 
and maybe it’s one that no one in the locker room wants to acknowledge. 

Ten postgame observations 

Sidney Crosby missed about half of the first period with an equipment 
issue. 

I don’t know what the issue was, but I wouldn’t be surprised if it was a 
skate issue. Here’s what happened after he was part of a bad line 
change to give Mitch Marner a goal in the game’s first minute. 

The Penguins have an interesting trait, and it’s not a good one. 

They’re the oldest team in the league, you may have heard. You’d think, 
then, that they would be relatively immune to mental errors and lapses of 
unintelligent hockey. That’s the advantage of experience, right? 

Well, this team defies all logic in that regard. The Penguins allowed a 
two-on-one with 10 seconds left in the first period, and this after there 
was a neutral zone face-off with 17 seconds left in the period. You just 
can’t do that. Jake Guentzel took a slashing penalty six seconds into the 
third period. Their refusal to shoot and crash the net on the power play — 
Hockey 101 stuff — is beyond alarming at this point. Then, there was that 
bad line change on the game’s first shift. It may have been the worse line 
change I’ve ever seen. 

It’s quite a tough team to figure out. These are mistakes young teams 
make. Not old ones. 

And yet, here we are. 

Jeff Carter’s lack of production is becoming a problem. 

In his last 15 games, Carter has only one goal. And it was an empty 
netter. 

Making matters worse, I haven’t been blown away by his defensive work 
as of late. It hasn’t been terrible, but it hasn’t been quite what the 
Penguins surely want from their third-line center. I see him using his stick 
way too much, and not using his leg enough. 

As we’ve seen from the Penguins, sometimes older players need some 
time to find their legs during the course of a season. Carter hasn’t 
appeared to find his yet. 

Then, there is Danton Heinen. 

Remember when he came out of the gates like a house of fire? Me too. 
Well, since then, Heinen has no goals and three assists in 17 games. 
That’s decidedly not so good. 

The third line has been boosted by Brock McGinn’s recent hot streak, but 
I happen to think the quality of play on that line is a problem right now. 
There’s no standout defensive work. There’s not much in the way of 
physicality. And two of the three players on that line haven’t scored in 
more than a month. 

Early in the second period, Casey DeSmith inadvertently (I think) 
knocked the net off the moorings while preparing for a William Nylander 
shot. 

Referee Kelly Sutherland didn’t blow the play dead for the next 20 
seconds despite looking at the net. 

This is an issue right now around the league because Matt Murray has 
developed a habit of doing this. 
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Here’s some advice: Either blow the play dead or call a penalty. Playing 
for 20 seconds when the net is resting against the end boards is pretty 
stupid. 

DeSmith, all things considered, played pretty well. 

He was under heavy pressure from the Maple Leafs all night. Hard to pin 
much blame on him for this one. 

It was quite an interesting night for Sutherland and fellow referee Pierre 
Lambert. 

Rickard Rakell appeared to score in the second period. Apparently, the 
whistle had blown? I guess it did? (I didn’t hear it and I don’t think the 
players did either, although sometimes TV mics pick those sounds up 
better than when you’re here in person.) The puck was sitting behind 
goaltender Erik Källgren for a moment until Rakell noticed it was there. 
He then tapped it in. The puck seemed to be in fairly plain view of 
everyone in attendance. 

After reviewing the play (I’m not sure what there was to review if the 
referee knew he blew the whistle) it was ruled by the officials that, “The 
puck is deemed dead as there was no continuous motion of the shot. The 
whistle was blown to kill the play. No goal.” 

Make no mistake, the Penguins lost this game because they played 
poorly, not because of officiating. But the officiating did them no favors on 
this night. 

Speaking of which, Kris Letang wasn’t too thrilled when no penalty was 
called on Toronto when they went up 2-0 a couple of minutes later. 

I’ve seen more egregious tripping infractions, but it looked like a penalty 
to me. Sutherland, as you can see in the video, had a great look at it. 

That said, Letang needs to be better. Way, way better. He was all over 
the place in this game with turnovers and bad clearing attempts. 

I’ve said it many times before, but it’s the first time I’ve mentioned it this 
season. I try to save my best material for after Thanksgiving. 

But, it’s time. Repeat after me. The Pittsburgh Penguins go as Kris 
Letang goes. 

Always have and always will, so long as he’s on their roster. They won’t 
be the team they’re capable of being if he doesn’t start playing markedly 
better. 

Scheduling NHL games is a remarkably difficult task. 

The regular season is essentially six months of hockey being played 
every other night, in 32 buildings in two different countries. NBA teams 
often play in these arenas. There are concerts, other events and travel 
issues to consider. So, I’m not knocking the schedule makers. My 
complaint is more geared toward the NHL. 

The Penguins and Leafs have now played each toher three times in the 
last 15 days. Glitches in the schedule such as this are partially the result 
of the NHL’s belief that it’s more important to jam divisional games late 
into the schedule. It’s just silly, in my opinion. The Penguins have seen 
only three divisional opponents in their first 21 games this season. They’ll 
see 10 divisional opponents in their last 20 games in March and April. 

Is this really necessary? Wouldn’t it be OK to see the Leafs in March? 

Just my two cents. 
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Penguins Locker Room: Frustration Oozes From Every Corner 

 

Shelly Anderson 

3-4 minutes 11/26/2022 

Frustration, spoken, unspoken and widely eluded to, permeated the 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ public thoughts Saturday after their 4-1 loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at PPG Paints Arena. 

Winger Rickard Rakell actually used the word. Others were less direct. 

None were as indirect as center and team captain Sidney Crosby, who 
was out of the Penguins locker room by the time reporters were allowed 
in and did not speak publicly. 

It should be noted that Crosby is the epitome of cooperation with 
reporters, and his no-show was by far an outlier. In fact, very few of the 
players were available for interviews. 

It should also be noted that Crosby missed a couple stretches of the first 
period, when he retreated to the locker room. It would seem that he had 
an equipment issue, specifically a skate problem, and therefore was not 
receiving medical attention after the game. He was available the rest of 
the game after the first period. 

Coach Mike Sullivan, linemate Jake Guentzel and defenseman Kris 
Letang, asked about Crosby’s issue, did not have an answer. Nor did 
they address his frustration level. Of course, they were each dealing with 
their own level of frustration. 

There were indications earlier that Crosby might be having a skate issue. 
He went to the bench and had a skate worked on by equipment staff 
early during the pregame warmup. 

Then there was Crosby’s reaction to Toronto getting a goal in the  first 
minute of the game, after a poorly executed Penguins line change that 
included Crosby’s line leaving the ice. As Crosby sat down on the bench, 
TV cameras caught him angrily and repeatedly kicking the boards in front 
of him with his right foot. 

It was after that when he retreated to the locker room. 

“I don’t know the answer to that,” Sullivan said when asked about 
Crosby’s frustration level and potential skate issue. 

“Obviously, you don’t want to give up a goal in the first 40 seconds of the 
game. I’m sure that probably had a little something to do with it. But I 
don’t know the answer.” 

Letang, who got victimized by what he clearly thought was a tripping 
penalty when Mitch Marner took the puck away from him near the right-
wing corner and then set up Pontus Holmberg for the Maple Leafs’ 
second goal, also declined to address his captain’s frustration level. 

“I don’t know about those things,” Letang said. “I have enough to focus 
on on my game.” 

As for the play with Marner, who took Letang off the puck, Letang’s 
explanation: 

“I saw him coming. I was bracing for a hit,” Letang said. “His foot just 
clipped the back of my heel and I kind of lost my balance. 

“I think they got a penalty right after on the same (type of) play.” 

Asked whether he was surprised there was no penalty called on Marner, 
Letang shrugged and said, “I mean, my reaction kind of (told) it all.” 

You know, frustration. 

Going back to Crosby, Guentzel also tossed around the notion that the 
captain’s foul mood could be traced to that bad line change and early 
Toronto goal, although that was just one of many mistakes for the 
Penguins. 

“You never want to get scored on that early,” he said. “That’s a tough 
start for us, especially our line that’s out there at the start of the game. 
We can’t have that happen.” 
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Penguins Takeaways: An Evening of Gaffes, Blunders & Breakdowns 

 

Dave Molinari 

4-5 minutes 11/26/2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins did at least one thing really well during their 4-1 
loss to Toronto Saturday night at PPG Paints Arena. 

They made mistakes. Lots of ’em. 

Errors of omission. Errors of commission. 

Letdowns. Breakdowns. 

If it’s possible to do something wrong, the Penguins found a way to make 
it happen. 

And they didn’t wait long to get started. 

The template for their evening was established during the first minute of 
play, when the first line and top defense pairing, which had started the 
game, headed en masse to the bench on a line change while the Maple 
Leafs had the puck in the neutral zone. 

Seconds later, Toronto forward Mitch Marner had a clear path to the 
Penguins’ net and the Maple Leafs had a 1-0 lead. 

“It was a bad line change,” Mike Sullivan said. “We need more 
awareness.” 

While precisely what caused that gaffe is a bit of a mystery, the impact of 
trying to change personnel then was all too obvious, since Toronto led 
the rest of the way. 

“It was miscommunication,” Jake Guentzel said. “We all five changed. … 
That just can’t happen.” 

Do you see what I see? 

The only thing that might have come close to being as bad as the 
Penguins’ performance was that of referees Kelly Sutherland and Pierre 
Lambert. 

Sutherland denied the Penguins a goal when he blew the whistle to stop 
play before Rickard Rakell knocked a loose puck out of the crease and 
into the net during the second period. 

“Obviously, the puck is loose,” Sullivan said. “The referees didn’t see it. 
You’d hope they’d see it and not blow the whistle, but that’s their call.” 

The official word in a release from the league was that “the referee” (who 
was not named) had lost sight of the puck, which says more about where 
he was positioned than it does about the puck actually being covered by 
goalie Erik Kallgren. 

“I heard the whistle before I shot the puck,” Rakell said. “I saw it was 
loose the whole time. The referee told me that if the puck was still in 
motion, the goal would have counted, but it stopped.” 

That sequence came shortly after one during a Toronto power play, when 
goalie Casey DeSmith dislodged the net, which is supposed to cause a 
stoppage in play. 

The officials allowed play to continue for about a dozen seconds, though, 
before blowing the play dead. Perhaps they lost sight of the net, too. 

“I was just waiting for them to see it and blow it down,” DeSmith said. 
“But we were shorthanded, so I wasn’t going to yell at them to blow it 
down. I was just waiting until they saw it, and he finally saw it.” 

What’s the point? 

The experiment of having two defensemen on the No. 1 power play 
apparently is over. 

During the Pittsburgh Penguins’ second power play of the evening, Jeff 
Petry was taken off the right point of the top unit and Bryan Rust was 
bumped back up from the No. 2 power play. 

With four forwards on the No. 1 unit, Evgeni Malkin again manned the 
right point, opposite Kris Letang. 

The switch back to Malkin didn’t have an immediate impact, as the 
Penguins failed to score a man-advantage goal for the fifth game in a 
row. 

The Penguins manufactured a total of two shots on Toronto goalie Erik 
Kallgren during their two chances with the extra man. 

Acting their age 

The Pittsburgh Penguins are the oldest team in the NHL. 

They also are 1-4-1 in the second game when playing on consecutive 
nights, which might not be a coincidence. 

Sullivan noted that “the sample size is pretty small,” but the Penguins’ 
problems in the second game are difficult to overlook. 

“It’s hard on these (forwards and defensemen),” DeSmith said. “They 
play hard. We played great last night (a 4-1 victory in Philadelphia), I 
thought. Played really hard. Fatigue is a real thing. I can’t speak to the 
way these guys feel. I’m sure it’s tough.” 

 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now LOADED: 11.27.2022 

1260594 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Penguins Outplayed, Outworked & Out of Luck, 4-1 

 

Dave Molinari 
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The Pittsburgh Penguins played some pretty good hockey during their 
recent five-game winning streak. 

However, they apparently had gotten it out of their system — at least for 
a few hours — by Saturday night, based on their performance during a 4-
1 loss to Toronto at PPG Paints Arena. 

The Penguins were outplayed, as well as outworked, for much of the 
evening, as reflected by the Maple Leafs’ 41-26 edge in shots on goal. 

The loss was the Penguins’ second to Toronto in 12 days and dropped 
their record to 11-8-3. 

“We just got outplayed,” Mike Sullivan said. “I thought Toronto played 
hard. You have to give Toronto credit. They played hard. They defended 
hard. They must us work for our offense, and I thought we gave them 
some easy looks. We’ve got to do a better job of pushing back. We need 
to defend harder. We got outplayed.” 

Perhaps it should have been apparent from the opening shift that things 
would not go well for them on this evening. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 27, 2022 

 

The Penguins’ top line made a questionable change during the first 
minute of play, leaving the ice when Toronto had the puck in the neutral 
zone, and paid for it when Maple Leafs winger Mitch Marner drove to the 
net unchallenged and slid a forehand shot past Casey DeSmith 40 
seconds into the game. 

“It’s tough to come out that way, give up a goal that early, especially at 
home,” DeSmith said. 

The goal extended Marner’s scoring streak to 16 games, two shy of the 
franchise record. 

Sidney Crosby was visibly frustrated on the bench after Marner scored 
and appeared to kick the back side of the boards several times as he sat 
there. He subsequently adjourned to the locker room for several minutes, 
and while there was no immediate explanation for his departure, it 
certainly seems possible that his skate needed some work. 

Jason Zucker had several chances to pull the Penguins even after they 
failed to take advantage of a power play awarded when Victor Mete was 
penalized for holding at 3:27, but goalie Erik Kallgren stopped his point-
blank backhander. A few minutes later, Zucker sent a Bryan Rust 
rebound over of the net. 

Although both teams had opportunities to score during Period 1, Toronto 
generated most of them, several on odd-man breaks. The Maple Leafs 
ran up a 17-5 advantage in shots, which seemed like a reasonable 
reflection of the play in those 20 minutes. 

Five of those shots came while Marcus Pettersson was serving a hooking 
minor assessed at 12:59. The Penguins, though, got through those two 
minutes unscathed, their 15th successful penalty-kill in a row. 

They ran that streak to 16 after Jeff Petry was sent off for interference 54 
seconds into the second. The Penguins’ net was dislodged for a dozen or 
so seconds during that Toronto power play before play was stopped and 
it was put back in place. 

Although Toronto was dominating play, Rickard Rakell appeared to tie 
the game at 7:58, when he knocked a puck over the goal line after it sat 
in the crease behind Kallgren, but the goal was disallowed because play 
had been blown dead after referee Kelly Sutherland lost sight of the 
puck. 

The non-goal ruling seemed invigorate the Pittsburgh Penguins and they 
carried the play for several minutes, but Toronto ended their surge by 
getting a goal at 9:55. 

Pontus Holmberg scored it, beating DeSmith from above the right hash, 
after getting a feed from Marner, who had stolen the puck from Kris 
Letang in the right corner. 

The Maple Leafs struck again at 10:50, when Michael Nylander was left 
unchecked below the right hash and buried a shot behind DeSmith to 
make it 3-0. 

“Obviously, they’re a good team and they like to push the pace,” Jake 
Guentzel said. “You can’t give them any free offense.” 

Rakell finally got the Penguins on the board at 11:30 of the third, as he 
threw a shot past Kallgren from the inner edge of the right circle. 

The goal, Rakell’s ninth, netted assists for Guentzel and Crosby. 

However, Auston Matthews snuffed any chance of a Penguins comeback 
at 14:36, as he beat DeSmith with a turning shot from between the hash 
marks. Matthews also assisted on the first and third Toronto goals. 

“I wish we could have stuck with it a little more, made the game a little 
closer,” DeSmith said. “But it is what it is.” 
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Penguins vs. Maple Leafs, Game 22: Lines, Notes & How to Watch 
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If there’s anything to the adage about familiarity breeding contempt, the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and Toronto Maple Leafs should really despise each 
other by the end of this evening. 

They are scheduled to play at 7:08 p.m. at PPG Paints Arena, their third 
meeting in 16 days. The road team won both of the previous two, 
including Toronto’s 5-2 victory here Nov. 15. 

Coincidentally enough, the Penguins have not lost since then. Their 4-1 
victory in Philadelphia Friday extended their season-best winning streak 
to five games, the longest active one in the league. 

Toronto, meanwhile, has only one regulation loss in its past 13 games, 
going 8-1-4 since a 4-2 defeat in Los Angeles Oct. 28. 

The Maple Leafs have one of the NHL’s better power plays, converting 
25.4 percent of its chances, but their penalty-kill has a modest success 
rate of just 77.8 percent. 

The latter could present a breakout opportunity for the Penguins’ power 
play, which is 0-for-10 in its past four games and has under-performed 
for most of the season, but has looked more menacing since Jeff Petry 
was moved onto the No. 1 unit. 

Despite a lineup studded with offensive talents like Auston Matthews, 
John Tavares, William Nylander and Mitch Marner, among others, the 
Maple Leafs are averaging just 2.95 goals per game. 

Marner has a 15-game points streak and has been involved in the Maple 
Leafs’ first goal in each of the past five games. 

The Penguins’ offense, as always, is led by Sidney Crosby, who has 11 
goals and 17 assists in 21 games and has climbed into a tie for seventh 
place in the NHL scoring race. 

Crosby’s left winger, Jake Guentzel, does not have a goal in three 
games, his longest drought of the season. 

The Penguins did not conduct a game-day skate, so it won’t be known 
whether Tristan Jarry or Casey DeSmith will be in goal until Mike Sullivan 
meets with reporters around 5 p.m. Erik Kallgren is scheduled to start for 
the Canadiens. 

Evgeni Malkin has 24 goals and 44 assists in 42 career games against 
Toronto. He is closing in on Mario Lemieux’s franchise record for career 
points against the Maple Leafs (71 in 33 games). 

The Penguins are 9-3-1 in their past 13 home games against Toronto. 

Fourth-line center Teddy Blueger had only one point, an assist, in five 
games after missing the first 15 games of the season because of an 
unspecified injury, but put up a career-best three assists in Philadelphia 
Friday. 

Although Jeff Carter has only one goal, an empty-netter Sunday in 
Chicago, in his past 14 games, he has 86 career game-winners. second 
only to Alex Ovechkin (123) among active players. He also is three 
assists shy of 400 in the NHL. 

Jason Zucker has a four-game scoring streak versus Toronto. 

Tavares leads the NHL with five game-opening goals. Crosby ranks 
second with four. 

Eleven Toronto players have scored a game-winning goal this season. 
Matthews, who has two, is the only guy with more than one. 
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Toronto is 5-3-2 on the road after a 4-3 victory in Minnesota Friday, while 
the Penguins are 4-2-1 at PPG Paints Arena. 

Maple Leafs winger Zach Aston-Reese, who scored two goals in 52 
games with the Pittsburgh Penguins last season before going to Anaheim 
in the Rickard Rakell trade, has three in 20 games with Toronto, where 
he earned a contract after going to training camp on a professional 
tryout. 
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Dan's Daily: Murray Snubs Fleury, Penguins Own the Flyers 

 

Dan Kingerski 
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The Pittsburgh Penguins and Sidney Crosby extended their dominance 
of the Philadelphia Flyers with an all-encompassing win, including a 
Marcus Pettersson fight with a heavyweight. We have full coverage from 
Philly and the Penguins’ locker room. Matt Murray is drawing praise in 
Toronto but snubbed Marc-Andre Fleury on Friday night. Sean Monohan 
is becoming a popular name in the NHL trade rumors, Kirby Dach gave a 
little what-for to Chicago, and the Washington Capitals finally won a 
game. 

It’s a soap opera Daily, eh? I have some thoughts on the Murray-Fleury 
thing, and I’m curious about your reaction (as if I don’t already know). 

Pittsburgh Penguins / Steelers, Pirates 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Penguins absolutely pasted the Flyers 4-1 
at Wells Fargo Center. Sidney Crosby has now scored more goals 
against the Flyers than anyone else in NHL history. Here is the always 
entertaining, if not a little sarcastic and perfectly written, Dave Molinari 
Penguins recap. 

Marcus Pettersson stuck up for Kris Letang after Nicolas Deslauriers 
caught Letang with a questionable hit. It was almost boarding, almost 
charging, but not quite kosher, either. So, Pettersson fought perhaps the 
toughest hombre in the NHL. See the fight, get Petterson’s reaction, and 
see Mike Sullivan’s admiration from the Pittsburgh Penguins locker room. 

PHN+: Plenty of great performances, including the fourth line that scored 
three (three?!) goals, Ryan Poehling had a hat trick on his stick in the 
closing minute. But not all players earned high marks. The full Penguins 
analysis. 

Steelers Now: Matt Canada broke down the Steeler’s struggles in the 
second half against the Bengals. Umm, yeah. Check it out–here’s what 
Canada said about the Steelers offense. 

Pittsburgh Baseball Now: Hey now! The Pirates signed 1B Carlos 
Santana. Smooth! That was the biggest but not only Pittsburgh Pirates 
news. 

The Pirates also flipped Hoy Park to the Red Sox. Get the deets on the 
Pirates trade. 

TSN video: Mike Johnston, who was between the boards for the 
Minnesota Wild vs. Toronto Maple Leafs on Friday, told the story. Marc-
Andre Fleury skated over to Matt Murray during warmups. Fleury offered 
a greeting. None was returned. Murray snubbed Fleury. 

Murray can be a surly guy. I always appreciated that bit of honesty. It 
also means Murray is probably getting dialed into his old form — that 
laser-focused, mentally tough goalie who won a couple of Stanley Cups 

for the Pittsburgh Penguins and to hell with everyone else. That’s the guy 
Mike Sullivan loved. 

Montreal Hockey Now: The NHL trade rumors are percolating — an 
affordable, serviceable guy who is playing better than expected on an 
expiring contract. Montreal Canadiens forward Sean Monahan is drawing 
a lot of interest in NHL trade chatter. 

Washington Hockey Now: The Capitals beat the Flames at the Capital 
One Arena. Are the Washington Capitals about to turn the corner? 

Vegas Hockey Now: With American Thanksgiving marking the quarter 
mark of the NHL season, here are some notable/surprising statistics from 
the Vegas Golden Knights 

And since I haven’t done a daily in a couple of days, I did not get to 
report the passing of Borje Salming. We can be honest, most American 
fans had no clue about Salming until he was included in the Top 100 
players of All Time. His inclusion and Evgeni Malkin’s exclusion were 
hotly debated topics. But no one who witnessed the Hall of Fame tribute 
to Salming will forget it. He passed this week, just a couple of weeks after 
being honored. And the Maple Leafs paid proper tribute. A Swede 
assisted on every Maple Leafs’ goal, and William Nylander dedicated his 
game-winner on Friday to Salming. 
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Quick Hits: Blues find a way, rally for 5-4 victory on Jordan Kyrou's 
overtime goal 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Unfortunately for the St. Louis Blues, Saturday’s 
festivities at FLA Live Arena amounted to a holiday season repeat. You 
know, like watching “It’s a Wonderful Life” back-to-back. 

Although nothing was wonderful about the Blues’ Thanksgiving weekend 
— for most of Saturday that is. 

Start slow. Trail 3-0 late in the first eight minutes of play. Win a fight. And 
then lose another hockey game. 

But hold it right there. 

Just when things looked hopeless, down 4-1, the Blues struck with a goal 
by Ryan O’Reilly at the 8:16 mark of the third period with a shot from 
behind the goal line that bounced off the leg of Florida goalie Spencer 
Knight. Then Jordan Kyrou streaked down right wing for his eighth goal 
of the season with 6:17 to play. 

Just 2½ minutes later, struggling Vladimir Tarasenko tied it at 4-4 with his 
first goal since Nov. 3. And then in overtime, Torey Krug sprang Kyrou on 
a breakaway with a beauty of a pass and the Blues — amazingly — were 
5-4 winners. Kyrou’s ninth goal of the season came just 68 seconds into 
overtime and boosted the Blues’ record to 11-10-0. 

As Blues players went about their postgame routines in the bowels of 
FLA Live Arena, many dripping with sweat, defenseman Justin Faulk 
walked by, looked up, and said: “That was interesting.” 

Yep. Against the Lightning, the Blues were down 3-0 at the 8:04 mark of 
the opening period. Against the Panthers, they were more stubborn — 
waiting 43 seconds later before trailing 3-0. (Sarcasm intended.) 

So after digging out of the hole caused by that eight-game losing streak. 
You know, with that seven-game winning streak that followed, the Blues 
had their shovels out again. But digging in the wrong direction. 
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Somehow though, they found a way out. Their mini-slide ended at two 
losses. 

They mustered up the energy for an epic rally, despite completing a 
grueling 20-day stretch in which they played 12 games. Eight of those 12 
games have been on the road, and the Friday and Saturday set of games 
against the Lightning and Panthers marked the team’s third set of back-
to-back games over the 20 days. 

If you want to shorten the time frame, it looks even worse. Saturday’s 
contest marked the Blues’ seventh game in 11 days. These sort of things 
tend to even out over the course of a season, but suffice it to say the 
NHL schedule-makers did the Blues no favors in November. 

Opening act woes 

Believe it or not, the Blues entered this weekend as one of the NHL’s 
stingiest teams in terms of first-period defense, allowing only 10 goals in 
the opening 20 minutes all season. But then they allowed three goals in 
the first against Tampa and three more in the first against Florida. 

On Saturday against the Panthers, things started innocently enough 
when a 3-on-2 rush by Florida appeared to stall out in the Blues’ 
defensive zone. Robert Thomas seemingly had puck carrier Aaron 
Ekblad bottled up, but Thomas slid and temporarily lost his balance trying 
to put on the brakes. 

That gave Ekblad time to reload and fire a shot from the near slot that got 
past Thomas Greiss, starting in place of Jordan Binnington. So just 80 
seconds into the game, the Blues were on the wrong end of a 1-0 score. 
It became 2-0 just 1½ minutes later when Radko Gudas fired from the 
right point on pretty much an innocent-looking shot that got past Greiss. 
So it was two goals by Panthers’ defensemen. 

Next, the Florida front line got in the act when forward Carter Verheaghe 
scored on a breakaway after a Tarasenko turnover in the neutral zone. 
So it was 3-0 — Blues’ opponents’ for the second night in a row before 
the teams were even nine minutes into the game. 

Right then and there it looked like it wasn’t going to be the Blues’ night. 
At one point, in the opening period, the Blues had been outshot 10-0 by a 
Florida team that led the league in shots on goal at 40.4 per game 
entering Saturday. 

It became a 3-1 game with 8:21 left in the first when Brandon Saad 
scored off a rebound of a Josh Leivo shot. Leivo was back in the lineup in 
a series of changes that included going with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen. Even after Saad’s goal, the Blues were being outshot 16-3. 

But in the second period, Anton Lundell scored just after a Blues’ power 
play ended to restore the Panthers’ three-goal lead at 4-1. Game over? 
Not this time. 

Fight night 

Just a couple of minutes into the first period on Friday in Tampa, Ivan 
Barbashev fought the Lightning’s Corey Perry, got some good punches in 
and quickly got Perry to the ice. It was a decisive win for Barbashev if 
your scoring fights. 

On Saturday, it was Krug’s turn against the Panthers. He went at it with 
Patric Hornqvist. There weren’t many punches thrown, but Krug got the 
Panthers’ winger to the ice even quicker than Barbashev did in Tampa. 
Blues players have been involved in six fights already this season — and 
Krug is the sixth different player to engage in fisticuffs. 

Schenn injured 

The Blues started the night with one fewer forward than usual due to their 
11-7 lineup, and finished the evening down two forwards with alternate 
captain Brayden Schenn suffering a lower-body injury. The extent of 
Schenn’s injury is not certain; he will be evaluated further back in St. 
Louis. 
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Notebook: After losses to Buffalo and Tampa Bay, Blues coach Craig 
Berube shakes up lineup 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — On the heels of losses to Tampa Bay on Friday and 
Buffalo on Wednesday, coach Craig Berube made some lineup changes 
Saturday. 

It was the opposite of if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it. 

Call it, if it’s not working, change it. 

Berube went with 11 forwards and seven defensemen for only the 
second time this season against the Florida Panthers at FLA Live Arena. 

The first time came in Game 3 of the season, Oct. 22 in Edmonton — a 
2-0 St. Louis victory. Calle Rosen, who had been a healthy scratch in 
Friday’s 5-2 loss in Tampa, was the seventh defenseman. 

Berube mixed his D-pairings as well, and he did so continuously and right 
from the start. In the first five minutes alone Saturday, the Blues sent out 
Justin Faulk-Niko Mikkola; Nick Leddy-Colton Parayko; Torey Krug-
Robert Bortuzzo; Calle Rosen-Parayko; Krug-Faulk; and Bortuzzo-
Rosen. Whew. 

Up front, Berube benched the entire fourth line of Alexey Toropchenko-
Nikita Alexandrov-Tyler Pitlick. Against Tampa Bay, all three players 
logged season lows for ice time, with Toropchenko at 7:37, Alexandrov at 
6:44, and Pitlick at 6:52. All three sat out the final 10 minutes of the 
second period in that 5-2 loss Friday. 

With only 11 forwards Saturday, Berube rotated a third player onto a 
makeshift fourth line of Nathan Walker and Noel Acciari. For Walker, it 
marked only his third game since before Halloween. 

Elsewhere up front, Vladimir Tarasenko was dropped from the Ryan 
O’Reilly line to a third line with Ivan Barbashev and Brayden Schenn. 
Tarasenko entered the game with only two goals since opening day and 
no goals over his last nine appearances. 

Josh Leivo, who had some success with the O’Reilly line during the 
team’s seven-game winning streak, was back on the O’Reilly line with 
Brandon Saad. Leivo had been a healthy scratch against Buffalo and 
Tampa Bay. 

That Robert Bortuzzo collisionAll it took was one quick look at the replay, 
and it was obvious that Robert Bortuzzo was pushed into Lightning goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy in the first period of Friday’s game in Tampa. And 
pushed into him hard by Mikhail Sergachev. 

After an initial assessment of a five-minute major against Bortuzzo, game 
officials reviewed the play and reduced the penalty to a two-minute 
minor. 

“He was pushed in,” coach Craig Berube said of Bortuzzo. “He tried to 
stop and get out of the way.” 

But if Bortuzzo was clearly pushed into Vasilevskiy as seemed to be the 
case, why should it even be a penalty? 

“That’s tough,” Berube said. “They gotta protect the goalies — I’m not 
gonna comment on that.” 

The Blues didn’t have to play shorthanded on the Bortuzzo minor, 
because in the ensuing melee, Lightning defenseman Cal Foote was 
given a coincidental minor for roughing Bortuzzo. 
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“They protect goalies,” Faulk said. “Yeah, I think (Bortuzzo) got pushed 
in. And it’s tough for him to stop there. There’s nothing you can do. But at 
the same time, I also understand why they first announced it as five 
(minutes), because they weren’t sure. And you can do that now — you 
can call five and then review it and go back. 

“So you could tell the refs were obviously a little unsure of what exactly 
happened and they wanted to cover their (rear ends), too.” 

Down in the ‘Q’Forward Zachary Bolduc, the Blues’ first-round pick in the 
2021 draft, had another productive weekend playing for the Quebec 
Remparts in the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League. 

Bolduc had a combined three assists in victories Friday and Saturday for 
the Remparts. Bolduc’s goal-scoring is down a bit based on his pace 
from last season when he scored 55 regular-season goals. But his assist 
total is up. 

Through 21 games this season for the Remparts, Bolduc has 12 goals 
and 26 assists. 
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Defensive zone giveaways have cropped up again, and they're costing 
the Blues, big-time 

 

Jim Thomas 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — “Soft and tentative” is how coach Craig Berube 
described his team’s play in the opening minutes of Friday’s game 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

In hockey, that’s never a good thing. The Blues found themselves down 
2-0 four minutes into play at Amalie Arena, and down 3-0 at the 8:04 
mark. 

Against any team, that’s a recipe for disaster. Especially if that team has 
been to three straight Stanley Cup finals and won two of them, as is the 
case with Tampa Bay. 

“Every guy’s gotta be committed to doing it right from the get-go,” Berube 
said after his team’s 5-2 loss. 

“The room’s gotta grab a hold of it. And this is the way we gotta do things 
from the get-go. 

“It’s pretty simple. It’s talked about all the time. It’s up to the individual, 
that they gotta go out and be ready to go. Gotta have urgency right away 
in the game. If you don’t, you can get behind like that, and that’s what 
happened.” 

So the roller-coaster ride of an early season continues with another dip 
for the Blues. 

Three wins were followed by eight losses, followed by seven wins, and 
now two losses (by a combined score of 11-4). 

“We know it’s a yo-yo right now,” captain Ryan O’Reilly said. “But we got 
a good opportunity tomorrow. Another very good team. The focus for us 
is gonna be letting this one go, taking that third period over (to Saturday) 
and having a good start to the game.” 

The Blues complete their fourth set of back-to-back games Saturday with 
a 5:30 p.m. (Central) start against the Florida Panthers in Sunrise, Fla. 

At basically the quarter mark of the 2022-23 season, the Blues are 10-
10-0 for 20 points. As uninspiring as that sounds, they’re only three 
points off their pace from last season after 20 games. 

“I didn’t know that,” defenseman Justin Faulk said. “I don’t know where 
we stood at that point last year, either. But we had that eight-game losing 
streak and that put us where we are today essentially. 

“We got some work to do to keep climbing. It was nice to get the seven 
wins there, but we just gotta keep hammering home and try to get our 
game dialed in and be consistent. 

“You have to worry about the wins and losses for sure, but you have to 
build a game and a team identity. As that continues to get better and 
better, the wins will just come. We have it in this room. There’s no doubt 
about that.” 

O’Reilly and Faulk, the two Blues who spoke to the Post-Dispatch after 
Friday’s game, sounded disappointed but not discouraged. 

“I thought we had some urgency,” Faulk said. “Guys were physical, 
Barby’s getting it going right away, and Mikks (Niko Mikkola) had a nice 
hit. There’s plenty of them. But two bad puck plays and it’s 2-0 and then 
the power play.” 

The Lightning got riled up at the 2:06 mark of the first period when 
Mikkola hit Rudolfs Balcers, who slammed into the boards and was out 
for the rest of the game with an upper-body injury. There was no penalty 
called on the play because Balcers was going down before any contact 
was made by Mikkola. 

Twelve seconds later, Tampa’s Corey Perry and the Blues’ Ivan 
Barbashev dropped gloves and fought near center ice, with Barbashev 
making quick work of Perry — getting him to the ice early. 

Then the goals started for Tampa. 

“I’m owning the one goal,” Faulk said. “Just a bad decision. Bad puck 
play. If that doesn’t happen, it’s all good.” 

Well, maybe not “all good” because the Blues already were down 1-0 
when Faulk couldn’t clear the puck out of the zone and Alex Killorn beat 
Jordan Binnington to make it a 2-0 Tampa lead just 3:57 into the game. 

Twenty-eight second earlier, Torey Krug’s attempt to rim the puck out of 
the zone was intercepted by Tampa and the result was the first of 
Brayden Point’s two goals. 

Simply stated, if the Blues are going to have any shred of consistency 
and success this season, they simply have to clean up their zone exits 
and cut down on the giveaways. How do you do that? 

“Just support,” said O’Reilly, who was minus-3 on the night, as was 
Vladimir Tarasenko and Krug. “That trust wasn’t there early. And when 
we have trust in our game, it just seems like we’re in good support and if 
there’s a little breakdown we have numbers there to be fine. 

“We didn’t have it early, and that’s what killed us. It happens sometimes.” 

It’s happening way too often for the Blues so far this season. 

For Faulk, the costly turnovers are also a case of trusting yourself to 
make the right play. 

“If you don’t think you can make the play, make the simple one and get it 
out,” Faulk said. “And if you think you can, do it. 

“That’s what it comes down to. That’s been my philosophy — if you want 
to make a play, just go for it, make sure it happens.” 

But you can’t do it halfway; if you’re indecisive on a zone exit, it 
frequently leads to trouble as was the case Friday. 

“If you’re in doubt, you always just want to put the other team on their 
heels a little bit,” Faulk said. “If you just try and make soft plays, you’re 
unsure about it and you’re not confident in doing it, it usually doesn’t work 
out.” 

Goal No. 3 for Tampa came on the power play, with Point scoring after 
Mikkola was sent off for hooking. For the Blues’ 30th-ranked penalty kill 
unit, that made it 15 power play goals for the opposing team in 33 
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opportunities dating back to the Nashville game on Oct. 27. That’s not 
just a slump — it’s a freefall. 

The Blues confirmed after the game that assistant coach Craig 
MacTavish no longer was running the Blues’ PK unit; those duties were 
shifted to assistant coach Mike Van Ryn a few games ago. 

Even with all that, the Blues clawed their way back into the contest with a 
power play goal by Pavel Buchnevich late in the first period, and Jordan 
Kyrou’s team-leading seventh goal at the 6:24 mark of the second period. 

So the Tampa Bay lead was down to 3-2, but only for 18 seconds. 

“We make a bonehead play in the neutral zone where the puck’s right 
there,” Berube said. “We don’t go get it.  And we get in our zone, we give 
up the middle of the ice and they score.” 

Left alone in the slot, Brandon Hagel scored to give the Lightning a 4-2 
lead after a Mikkola turnover in the neutral zone. 

That play notwithstanding, the Blues played pretty well in the second 
period, and carried the play to the Lightning for a large part of the third 
period. But they couldn’t get another puck past Andrei Vasilevskiy, with 
Tampa scoring a late empty-netter for the game’s final goal. 

 

St Louis Post Dispatch LOADED: 11.27.2022 

1260548 Los Angeles Kings 

 

Kings seek power surge with 4-game homestand 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL  

PUBLISHED November 26, 2022 at 1:49 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
26, 2022 at 2:25 p.m. 

 

The Kings got off the schneid on the road and now look to keep pace in 
the Pacific Division during a string of four games at home, where they’ve 
won five of their past six contests, starting with a matchup against the 
Ottawa Senators on Sunday. 

Their 5-2 romp over the Sharks in San Jose on Friday halted a three-
game skid, and in a timely fashion. While the Kings slumped, the Seattle 
Kraken, whom they’ll welcome Tuesday, has surged to the fourth-best 
points percentage in the league. Its 8-1-1 mark over its past 10 games, 
including a win Friday over first-place Vegas, is superior to that of every 
team except the East’s biggest surprise, the New Jersey Devils, who had 
won 13 games in a row before a loss to Toronto. Seattle has already 
defeated the Kings twice this season. 

While the Kings have received steady contributions from their top six, 
particularly the second trio that contributed two goals Friday, their fourth 
line came alive in San Jose. They notched two goals and displayed grit to 
boot, led by a committed performance from Jaret Anderson-Dolan. He 
blocked two shots in succession and picked up his first two points of the 
season as well. 

“They were firm, they were hard, they won a lot of puck battles. Arty 
Kaliyev was physical, he stripped a lot of pucks and fed those players. 
(Rasmus Kupari) won faceoffs,” Kings coach Todd McLellan said before 
singing out Anderson-Dolan. 

“Jad obviously worked his butt off and scored. Many elements that are 
needed for success as a line, I think we saw that constantly from those 
three. They should all feel really good about themselves and should be 
prepared to do it again on Sunday.” 

Anderson-Dolan said his production stemmed from attention to detail and 
a meticulous dedication to the plays within the plays. 

“It’s kind of always been my focus. I think if you’re taking care of that, the 
rest will kind of take care of itself and it did tonight, and it helped 
contribute to a win, which is the most important thing,” he said. 

In terms of injuries and transactions, defenseman Sean Durzi returned 
after a two-game absence. Though a costly turnover marred Durzi’s 
night, two assists helped buoy his overall performance. Wingers Alex 
Iafallo and Brendan Lemieux remain week-to-week, with Iafallo likely 
returning sooner than Lemieux. Defenseman Jacob Moverare and 
forward Lias Andersson were loaned to the Ontario Reign on Saturday. 
Rookie Brandt Clarke’s conditioning assignment in Ontario drew to a 
close Saturday. 

Next on the docket for the Kings are the Senators, who were one of the 
most active teams in the NHL this summer as they made a pair of big-
splash acquisitions. Forward Claude Giroux, who spent some of his 
formative years in Ottawa, returned to Canada’s capital after spending 
the end of last season in Florida and parts of 15 campaigns with 
Philadelphia. Ottawa also swung a trade with Chicago for sniping winger 
Alex DeBrincat, perhaps the most coveted piece on last year’s trade 
market. 

That duo has combined for 34 points in 20 games, sitting behind leading 
scorer Brady Tkachuk and German forward Tim Stutzle on the Ottawa 
roster. Rookie defenseman Jake Sanderson paces the club in scoring 
from the blue line with 11 points this season following two campaigns at 
the University of North Dakota. 

Center Josh Norris (shoulder) remains on injured reserve for the Sens 
who, for all their shaking and moving, have underwhelmed. They bring up 
the rear in a highly competitive Atlantic Division, with Friday’s 5-1 drilling 
of the reeling Ducks representing just their third win in their past 10 
matches. 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 1, Roadrunners 3 – Sturm, Dudas, Clarke 

 

By Jared Shafran 

 

After trading goals in the first period, a power play goal by Jean-
Sebastien Dea was enough offense for the Tucson Roadrunners (10-5-1-
0) to defeat the Ontario Reign (9-6-0-1) in the teams’ first matchup of the 
2022-23 to begin a two-game weekend series on Saturday night at 
Toyota Arena. 

Forward Aidan Dudas netted the lone goal for the Reign during the first 
period, which came with assists from Samuel Helenius and Martin 
Chromiak. Pheonix Copley made his third straight start in between the 
pipes for Ontario, stopping 32 shots in a losing effort. 

Tucson controlled many of the chances in the opening period and broke 
through first late in the frame to grab an initial lead at 17:08 on a 
deflection at the side of the net by Travis Barron to make it 1-0. 

Ontario responded quickly with an equalizer before the end of the frame. 
On a rush for Helenius into the offensive end, the puck got pushed back 
toward the point where Chromiak was trailing the play. He attempted a 
pass that went off the leg of a Tucson defender and then off the right pad 
of goaltender Jon Gillies to Dudas, who quickly scooped it up and put it 
into the net to tie the game at 1-1. 

The Roadrunners regained the lead early on in the second after a high 
sticking penalty to Helge Grans. A one-timer by Dea floated past an 
outstretched Copley to put Tucson ahead 2-1 at 1:47. The Reign were 
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unable to get any closer in the second and entered the third period 
trailing by a goal. 

In a late bid to tie the game during Ontario’s only power play of the night, 
forward Alex Turcotte came within inches away from an equalizer, but the 
puck went off the crossbar and the left post, staying out of the net. The 
play was reviewed by the on-ice fficials and eventually upheld as no goal 
with just over 9 minutes to play in the third. 

Then with Copley at the bench in favor of an extra attacker, Adam 
Cracknell stole the puck in neutral ice and hit the empty net to give 
Tucson insurance at 3-1. 

Dea’s game-winner was the only power play goal of the evening, with 
Tucson finishing 1-for-3 on the man-advantage while Ontario was 0-for-1. 
The Roadrunners ended with a 35-32 edge in shots on net and Gillies 
turned aside 30 shots to earn his fourth victory of the season. 

Marco Sturm 

On his team’s play in tonight’s loss 

I think tonight was more about us. We had a really good week. I thought 
we had a good game here [Wednesday] and had a good practice, but we 
were kind of flat today. Especially in the first period, Tucson was just 
quicker than us. It was a tight game. We had our chance in the third with 
the power play and could’ve made a different, and we didn’t, so that was 
it. [Tucson] keeps things really tight. They play a solid team game. We 
knew that before the game today, but I think it was just more on us. 

On Brandt Clarke during his conditioning stint 

He’s been great. I think only in his first game, everything seemed new for 
him. Since then, he was outstanding. He gets involved. He’s a special 
kid. Like I said, he’s on the ice and then all of the sudden he shows up in 
front of the net and has a really good chance. Defensively he has to be 
more aware, but he wants to go [to the net], and its good. I think that we 
don’t have a player in this organization like him and I think he will be 
good for us in the future. 

On Jacob Moverare, who stuck up for TJ Tynan with a fight in the third 

Not just as a player, but that shows the kind of person that he is too. He 
has been great. We all love him; the players, the coaches. Today, that 
[fight] doesn’t surprise us. He’s been outstanding and that’s good for him. 
It should jack the other guys up and they should get all excited for this, 
and hopefully tomorrow, that happens. 

Aidan Dudas 

On how he has continued to develop his game 

I think I still need to build more consistency in my game. It’s nice now to 
be in my third year and feel more confident out there and make the right 
plays, but I think the biggest thing for me is just a little bit more 
consistency. I think I’m just trying to get to the net more often. When I 
find myself in a little slump, I think getting into the dirty areas and getting 
a little more gritty helps me get back in the flow of the game. I think that’s 
been one of the biggest things for me [this season]. 

On tonight’s loss and preparing for tomorrow 

I think we need to find more consistency as a team, as well. We kind of 
started off slow, gave up a couple odd-man rushes, but I think for us, we 
know we have the ability in our room. We have the talent. We have the 
skill. We have the players to win every game and I think it just comes 
down to being mentally prepared. I think we’ve got to put that game 
behind us. Obviously, we’ll look at things but the game is done and over 
with. There’s not much else we can do other than get ready for tomorrow. 

Brandt Clarke 

The two teams are back at it again on Sunday afternoon to close out their 
weekend set beginning at 3 p.m. inside Toyota Arena. 
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Angeles Analysis – Black on Black Friday 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Not a bad way to spend a Black Friday, eh? 

Wearing their black jerseys on the road in honor of the holiday, the LA 
Kings defeated the California Seals by a 5-2 final yesterday evening. The 
Reverse Retros worn by San Jose looked pretty good, but not quite good 
enough to stop the Kings from snapping a 0-2-1 skid, heading into a four-
game homestand. 

Most important was the win. The Kings had lost three straight games and 
all three of those games were winnable. Last night’s game was winnable 
as well and the Kings played a solid road game and got the two points. 
That’s what was most important. 

Secondly, though, certain situations stood out to me as ones that helped 
secure those points. After both goals in the first period, the Sharks came 
back quickly with scoring chances, but in both instances, Jonathan Quick 
and the Kings defense kept the puck out of the net. Timely saves on 
bump-up shifts, on which the Kings conceded a momentum-killing goal in 
each of the aforementioned three losses, were key. 

Then there was the goal late in the second period. The Kings played a 
very good period until that point, with 4-1 feeling more likely than 3-2. It’s 
obviously a play they’d like to have back, but the goal came inside the 
final 60 seconds of the second period. Todd McLellan felt that the group 
was already past it when they came back for the third and Rasmus 
Kupari restored the two-goal lead shortly thereafter. While you might be 
inclined to be hard on Sean Durzi for that play, remember that he had 
two assists and hit a post earlier in the game, commanding an effective 
power play unit with expert puck movement. That unit hadn’t scored in 
Durzi’s absence, albeit with limited chances, but Durzi is a huge piece of 
why that unit ticks. On their second sequence, the puck was snapped 
around the ice, leading to Phil Danault’s go-ahead goal. Despite the play 
late in the second, Durzi was excellent when it came to his bread and 
butter. No harm, no foul? 

Lastly, it was nice to see the Kings take advantage of mistakes by the 
opposition and turn those mistakes into a win. Last night, opposing 
goaltending gifted the Kings a couple of softies. We saw a couple like 
that come in Calgary, when the Kings stormed back to make it a one-goal 
game as the usually outstanding Jacob Markstrom wasn’t at his best. 
Last night, the Kings got two goals that squeaked through the five hole 
and made them count towards a victory rather than an almost point. It’s 
important to seize the moment on plays like that and claim the two points 
as a result. 

Up front, all four lines contributed to the win and at least members of all 
four lines contributed on the scoresheet. Kevin Fiala had the crisp feed to 
Viktor Arvidsson that led to the eventual game-winning goal, and Anze 
Koptiar and Adrian Kempe combined on the empty netter. Kempe was 
robbed twice, first by an offsides challenge and second by the glove of 
James Reimer. That play also robbed Mikey Anderson of an assist, after 
he activated from the point, deked to his forehand to evade a 
defenseman and slid a perfectly weighted pass through the low-slot to 
Kempe for what would have been an early goal. Anderson has 
showcased more of a willingness to activate offensively this season and 
while it will never be the focal point of his game, it’s an area of growth for 
the important blueliner. 

The second line was the second line and they got the power-play goal 
late in the first period, as well as Arvidsson’s goal off the rush in the 
second period. Blake Lizotte had the primary assist on the game-opening 
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goal……and finally, the fourth line. Todd McLellan said they played their 
best game as a group. Their splits read 16-4, 11-1 and 7-1 in terms of 
shot attempts, scoring chances and high-danger chances for versus 
against. Led by Jaret Anderson-Dolan, who led all skaters in each of 
those categories, the line controlled play on a night when the Kings 
needed everyone. The reward for JAD was a season-high in time on ice 
and the fourth multi-point game of his NHL career. Outstanding night for 
he and his linemates, Arthur Kaliyev and Rasmus Kupari, who all turned 
in stout performances. 

We’ve now passed by Thanksgiving and Black Friday and have reached 
Small Business Saturday. The Kings entered turkey day in a playoff spot 
in the Western Conference. As divulged by Steven “Hoover” Dorfman of 
Bally Sports West, since 2006, just over 75 percent of teams in a playoff 
spot on Thanksgiving hold on to qualify for the postseason. That was 
certainly true last year, as 12-of-16 teams in a spot on turkey day were in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, but the Kings were one of the outliers, not the 
mainstays. On Thanksgiving 2021, the Kings were just 8-8-3, sitting 
behind Anaheim, San Jose and Vegas, all teams they would surpass en 
route to the playoffs. 

The three games heading into San Jose weren’t the finest of the season, 
but the reaction to a short, three-game skid in November felt a bit much 
for what it was. The defeats, while inconsistent, were predicated mostly 
on individual plays, as opposed to larger, structural issues. Now, through 
23 games on the season, the Kings sit two points ahead of where they 
were a season ago, with a .565 winning percentage being a fine place to 
be in late-November. There are still areas to clean up, with the pursuit of 
consistency still one the Kings are on, but more than a quarter of the way 
home, the Kings are in a good spot. 

Today we rest, Insiders, though the AHL’s Ontario Reign are set to host 
the Tucson Roadrunners this evening at 6 PM from Toyota Arena, the 
first game in a back-to-back set between the two clubs. Tomorrow begins 
a four-game homestand for the Kings, with the Ottawa Senators in town, 
followed by Arizona, Seattle and Carolina. Full coverage to follow from 
morning skate in El Segundo! 
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Updates: Andersson/Moverare Loaned, Kings Injury Latest, Thomas/Doty 
headed for surgery 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Happy Saturday, Insiders! 

An off-day for the LA Kings today, and we’ll take a deeper look into a 
couple of areas of last night’s win over San Jose a bit later on in the day. 
But for now, sharing a couple of tidbits that are not necessarily new 
information, but passing along the latest as it comes to roster moves and 
injuries throughout the organization. 

On the transactions front, forward Lias Andersson and defenseman 
Jacob Moverare have been loaned to the AHL’s Ontario Reign. Ontario is 
in action this evening at 6 PM from Toyota Arena and both players are 
eligible to play in that game. Andersson has now been recalled twice by 
the Kings over the last couple of weeks but has not featured in a game 
with the big club. The Kings touched down back home just after midnight 
last night, not your usual 3 AM arrival from the road, so perhaps an 
opportunity to get Andersson into a game if the organization so chooses. 
Regarding Moverare, he did feature against Seattle and New York but 
was a healthy scratch last night as Sean Durzi returned to action off an 
injury. Moverare hasn’t really put a foot wrong over his two appearances, 
and will likely get additional opportunities throughout the season. The 

Kings will likely have additional roster moves coming tomorrow before 
they take host Ottawa, potentially including one or both of these players. 
Next steps for defensemen Brandt Clarke are due to come as the 
defenseman’s 14-day conditioning loan with AHL-Ontario is set to come 
to an end. More to follow on that front. 

Regarding Durzi, he is recovered in full from a lower-body injury that cost 
him two games. Durzi played 19:32 in the win over San Jose yesterday 
and he tallied a pair of assists, hit one post and had one turnover leading 
to a goal the other way, though a turnover that did not impact the final 
score. Durzi quarterbacked an effective second PP unit, which hums 
along much better when he’s a part of it. Will include an additional note 
on Durzi later today in a deeper look into Friday’s win. 

Regarding Alex Iafallo, the forward has resumed skating, a positive next 
step in his recovery process. Iafallo skated alongside Durzi on Tuesday 
at Toyota Sports Performance Center and has continued skating on his 
own. 

“Starting to skate, getting involved, but won’t be in our lineup for a little 
while,” Todd McLellan said of his injured forward. “He’s getting back on 
the ice, it’s not really a story right now.” 

No update was provided regarding Brendan Lemieux, who is also out 
with a lower-body injury, but Lemieux was not on the ice with Iafallo and 
Durzi as of my last viewing. 

At the AHL level, the Ontario Reign made a pair of announcements 
yesterday afternoon regarding forwards Akil Thomas and Jacob Doty. 
The pair of players have both sustainted upper-body injuries that will 
require surgery. Both players are out “indefinitely” from game action. 

The update is especially disappointing as it pertains to Thomas, because 
of his history with upper-body injuries. Thomas had surgery on both 
shoulders in the summer of 2021, coming off of his rookie season at the 
professional level in 2020-21. The surgeries set Thomas back for nearly 
the enterity of the 2021-22 season, as he missed all of training camp and 
didn’t make his season debut with the Reign until early-December. In an 
interview here on LAKI, Thomas said he didn’t truly feel like himself until 
rookie camp this past September, though his production saw an uptick 
late in the season. Thomas came out of the gates hot in October, with 
four goals and six points from his first seven games, but will regrettably 
miss more time due to his injury. 

In Doty’s case, the veteran forward has not featured since November 10 
and like Thomas, will miss time with his injury. Doty is a great story, as 
he progressed from a player who was scratched most nights during his 
first year with the Reign in 2019-20 to a player who established himself 
as an every-day player for Ontario, with his combination of toughness, 
physicality and leadership an important part of the group. A player who 
knows his role and embraces it. Here’s to hoping for a speedy recovery 
for both Doty and Thomas. 

Kings off today, Reign at home against Tucson with a back-to-back set 
with the Roadrunners this weekend. Analysis from last night’s win over 
the Sharks and post-game notes and quotes from Ontario to follow later 
on today! 
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REIGN PREVIEW – Ontario vs. Tucson, 11/26 

 

By Jared Shafran 

November 26, 2022 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 27, 2022 

 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Ontario Reign will go up against the 
Tucson Roadrunners for the first time this season Saturday night at 
Toyota Arena, beginning a two-game series this weekend in Ontario. 
Last season, on their way to a second place finish in the Pacific Division 
the Reign posted a 5-2-1-0 record against Tucson, while the 
Roadrunners did not qualify for the postseason. This season has been 
different for the Arizona Coyotes’ affiliate, as the club is tied with Ontario 
for third place. Each team has nine wins and 19 points in 15 contests so 
far this year. The two teams will once again play against each other eight 
times during the 2022-23 regular season. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: Both the Reign and Roadrunners are coming 
off wins on Thanksgiving Eve Wednesday, with Ontario taking down San 
Jose 5-1 and Tucson holding on for a 3-1 win in San Diego. The Reign 
have been a top team in the league defensively, currently ranking fourth 
in the AHL by conceding just 2.53 goals per game. Ontario has also been 
at their best when getting out to a lead, posting a 8-0-1 record this 
season when holding an advantage after 40 minutes. While they have a 
winning record, Tucson ranks in the middle of the pack on both offense 
and defense, scoring an average of 3.20 goals per game (14th) while 
allowing 3.20 tallies per contest (18th). 

LAST TIME OUT: Three goals in the first period gave the Ontario Reign 
an early lead they never relinquished on their way to a 5-1 win over the 
San Jose Barracuda at Toyota Arena on Wednesday night. Forward 
Quinton Byfield posted assists on three of the team’s tallies, while 
defenseman Jordan Spence scored his first goal of the year as well as an 
assist in the victory. Forward Tyler Madden also found the back of the 
net, scoring for the third consecutive game, and forward Alex Turcotte 
posted his first multi-point effort of the season with two assists. 
Goaltender Pheonix Copley got the start and turned aside 21 shots to 
improve his record to 6-3-1 on the season. 

MADDEN MAKING IT COUNT: Forward Tyler Madden scored at the 4:41 
mark of the second period during Wednesday’s win over San Jose, 
finding the back of the net for the third straight game. Madden also 
posted a power play goal in the third period of Sunday afternoon’s victory 
against Henderson, which initially served as insurance but eventually 
ended up as the game-winning goal for Ontario. Combined with a goal he 
had in the second period of last Saturday’s contest against the Silver 
Knights, Madden has earned goals in all three of the Reign’s contests 
against HSK this season. The winger, who changed numbers this year 
and now dons No. 10, has posted five goals and seven points in 14 
outings to begin 2022-23. Now in his third pro season, the Deerfield, Fla. 
native has appeared in 76 career AHL games with Ontario, scoring 43 
points on 20 goals and 23 assists. Madden reached career-highs last 
year with 14 goals and 31 points in 48 contests for the Reign. 

SCOUTING THE ROADRUNNERS: Tucson has been led offensively by 
returning forward Michael Carcone, who is in the top 10 of AHL scorers 
with 20 points in 15 games on six goals and 14 assists. The attacker also 
leads the team with 39 penalty minutes this season. Center Jean-
Sebastien Dea has posted seven goals which ranks first among all 
Roadrunners skaters, while Laurent Dauphin has made an impact with 
12 points in 13 games (five goals, seven assists). Defender Victor 
Soderstrom leads the club’s blueliners with seven points, which have all 
come from assists. In goal, Tucson has rode returning netminder Ivan 
Prosvetov, who has won in six of his 10 appearances and holds a 2.72 
goals-against average along with a 0.917 save percentage. Veteran Jon 
Gillies has also seen action in six games and has a record of 3-2-1. 

BIG GAME BYFIELD: Forward Quinton Byfield had the biggest night of 
production during his AHL career Wednesday, earning assists on three of 
Ontario’s goals in the 5-1 win over San Jose. Byfield recorded the 
primary assist on the opening goal of the evening by Samuel Fagemo at 
7:39 of the first period. He then added his second primary helper on a 
goal by Tyler Madden at 4:41 of the second before picking up the second 
assist on a strike by Jordan Spence later in the middle frame. The trio of 
assists were Byfield’s first helpers in the AHL this season, where he’s 
now posted five points in six games (2-3=5). Wednesday’s effort was 
also his first multi-point night of the 2022-23 season. 

SPENCE KEEPS SHOOTING: Defender Jordan Spence has recorded 
six assists in Ontario’s last seven games, but the highlight of his most 
recent performance on Wednesday was his first goal of the 2022-23 
season. Coming off a feed from Alex Turcotte behind the net, Spence 
blasted the puck into the cage to extend the Reign’s comfortable lead in 
the second period. The blueliner also led Ontario with six shots on net 
during the game, which added to his overall season total of 53 shots 
which is the most of all Reign skaters and ranks second among AHL 
defensemen. The Sydney, Australia native’s assist total is also fourth-
most in the AHL and his point total ranks fourth among league defenders. 

VILLALTA AT THE TOP OF HIS GAME: Goaltender Matt Villalta has 
played well in between the pipes for Ontario this season, winning three of 
his five starts while allowing just 11 total goals to earn a goals-against 
average of 2.04 and a 0.930 save percentage. With a 31-save shutout of 
Colorado earlier this month, Villalta secured his first clean slate since 
April 24, 2021 when he turned aside 34 shots to blank the Condors in 
Bakersfield. The Godfrey, Ont. native’s goals-against ranks fourth and his 
save percentage is fifth-highest among all active AHL netminders. Villalta 
has built off a standout season during 2021-22 when he posted a 28-10-7 
record in 46 games with a career-best 2.98 goals-against and a 0.903 
save percentage. 
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