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Recap: Canes Kick Off Road Trip With Overtime Victory In Pittsburgh 
Pesce scores the game-winner for the second time in as 
many games 

By Walt Ruff  

PITTSBURGH, PA. - Defenseman Brett Pesce scored the 
game-winning goal for a second straight contest Tuesday, 
pushing the Carolina Hurricanes past the Pittsburgh 
Penguins 3-2 in overtime. 

The Story 

The hosting Penguins came out of the gate with the stronger 
start, utilizing puck pressure and a goal in the opening 
minutes from Sidney Crosby to take control of the affair 
early. Crosby's 30th point of the year leaked through Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who was making his fifth start in six games after 
having the day off on Saturday. 

From there Carolina built their game though, creating a 
handful of chances to generate some momentum in the back 
half of the frame. 

Although they entered the middle 40 still trailing 1-0, they'd 
have the game flipped by the end of the middle period. 

As Kochetkov strung together a few saves to keep the deficit 
at just one, a quality shift from Sebastian Aho's line led to the 
game's equalizer early in the second. A Brett Pesce shot 
from the point left a rebound to the blocker-side of Penguins 
netminder Tristan Jarry, one that was put home by Martin 
Necas for his 11th of the year. 

Then, later in the period and less than a minute following a 
successful penalty kill, Andrei Svechnikov put his team 
ahead. 

Entering the zone two-on-two, an initial shot from Aho 
jumped out of Jarry's glove. Svechnikov jumped the inside 
track on his defender, corralling the puck on his backhand 
and stretching to the far side of the net to make it 2-1, 
Carolina. 

For over 19 minutes of the third period it looked as if the 
visitors would be able to close out the contest with that same 
score. Earning critical blocks and stops respectively from 
Seth Jarvis and Brady Skjei in front of Kochetkov, Pittsburgh 
kept their foot on the gas though and found the equalizer 
with the extra attacker on. 

With exactly 57.4 seconds to go in the third, Jake Guentzel 
scored to send Carolina to their fifth overtime in their last 
seven games. 

But unlike the affairs against Colorado, Minnesota, Winnipeg 
and Boston, tonight had a happy ending for the club. 

After some confusion in front of the Penguins bench during 
the three-on-three, Pesce and Svechnikov walked in all 
alone on a two-on-none against Jarry. A last second pass 
from #37 across the crease to Pesce closed the book on the 
Canes 12th win of the year. 

 They Said It 

Brett Pesce in the moments following his game-deciding 
goal... 

"That's a huge win. It's a division rival and when you look at 
the standings, it's early in the year, but they're right next to 
us. We faced a little adversity when they scored with a 
minute left. That kind of hurt, but we had the resiliency to get 
the extra point." 

Pesce on the goal itself... 

"I don't know what happened. I saw everyone trying to fight 
Jarvy, then the puck squirted out and I didn't hear a whistle, 
so I figured I might as well go for a breakaway. Then I saw 
Svech behind me and we just kind of made it happen. It was 
definitely a little weird." 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his assessment, post-game... 

"I thought we played well the whole game. Yeah they put a 
little push on in the third and we had a little mess up on the 
six-on-five - we should've kept the pressure on - and they 
kind of just floated one in. I like the game overall and the two 
points is what we needed." 

Bonus Notes 

 Brett Pesce extended his point streak to three 
games tonight, totaling four points now during the 
run. 

 Pesce is one of five NHL defensemen with overtime 
goals in each of the last two seasons (also 2/21/22 
at PHI), joining Erik Karlsson (SJS), Shea Theodore 
(VGK), Noah Dobson (NYI) and Justin Faulk (STL). 

 Pesce joined Brent Burns as the second Hurricanes 
player to score an overtime winner in 2022-23, and 
Carolina is one of just two NHL teams with multiple 
overtime goals from the blue line this season 
(Winnipeg: Josh Morrissey, Neal Pionk). 

 Pesce is the fourth defenseman in franchise history 
to score back-to-back game-winning goals, joining 
Ron Hainsey (10/27/15-10/29/15), Jay Harrison 
(1/12/12-1/14/12) and Joe Corvo (twice: 3/7/09-
3/9/09, 12/16/08-12/18/08). 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 30, 2022 

 

 Kochetkov finished with 30 stops on 32 shots, 
earning his third win of the season. 

 Sebastian Aho earned his sixth multi-point game of 
the season with two assists. 

 Teuvo Teravainen (upper-body injury) took part in 
morning skate for Carolina, but did not play in 
tonight's contest. 

 Carolina now moves to 12-6-5 on the season. 

What's Next? 

The team will travel to St. Louis post-game. They are 
scheduled to skate at the Enterprise Center on Wednesday 
before taking on the Blues Thursday at 8 p.m. EST. 

 
 
 

 

Pesce, Hurricanes recover for OT win against Penguins 
Defenseman scores at 2:20; Crosby has goal, assist for 
Pittsburgh 

By Wes Crosby 

Recap: CAR 3, PIT 2 - F/OT 

Brett Pesce scored the winning goal in overtime, Pyotr 
Kochetkov recorded 30 saves in Hurricanes 3-2 win over the 
Penguins. 

PITTSBURGH -- Brett Pesce scored 2:20 into overtime to 
give the Carolina Hurricanes a 3-2 win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins at PPG Paints Arena on Tuesday.  

Pesce scored on a 2-on-0, tapping in a pass from Andrei 
Svechnikov for his second goal of the season. His first goal 
was also the game-winner in a 3-2 victory against the 
Calgary Flames on Saturday. 

"[Pesce] has been obviously solid all year. A little bit 
snakebitten," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Hadn't 
scored, but he had many, many chances. He's a great player 
for us. It's good to see him get that. Good play by 'Svech' on 
the wall to give it to him. Nice finish. Definitely take the win." 

Svechnikov also scored, Sebastian Aho had two assists, and 
Pyotr Kochetkov made 30 saves for the Hurricanes (12-6-5), 
who have won two in a row after losing five straight (0-1-4).   

Jake Guentzel and Sidney Crosby each had a goal and an 
assist for the Penguins (11-8-4), who have lost two straight 
after winning their previous five. Tristan Jarry made 36 
saves. 

Pittsburgh didn't record a shot on goal on two power plays 
and is 0-for-14 with the man-advantage in its past six games. 

"Give Carolina credit, they put a lot of pressure on us," 
Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said of the power play. "That 
was the biggest challenge. … You have to gain possession 
first. We just didn't do a good enough job tonight."  

Guentzel tied it 2-2 with 57.4 seconds left in the third period, 
deflecting a point shot from Jeff Petry with Jarry off for the 
extra attacker. 

"It's good we were able to get one 6-on-5," Jarry said. "I think 
that's a positive thing. We've been working on that quite a bit. 
To get a point out of that, I think, is big."  

Crosby scored on the Penguins' second shot of the game to 
give them a 1-0 lead at 4:34 of the first period. Guentzel 
received a stretch pass from Pierre-Olivier Joseph and 
threaded the puck past a diving Derek Stepan to Crosby, 
who chipped it in from the slot.  

"They came out pretty hard, we expected it," Aho said. "They 
have a good team as well. After that goal, we kind of 
regrouped pretty well and took over the game for at least, I 
don't know, I felt the second period was ours. Got a couple 
goals there and obviously got the win."  

Martin Necas tied it 1-1 at 5:45 of the second period, scoring 
near the left post after Pesce's shot from the point got 
through traffic. 

"They're a good team. They play a tight man-on-man game," 
Jarry said. "So we were expecting it to be a hard-checking 
game. … We weren't able to get space. We weren't able to 
get opportunities." 

Svechnikov gave the Hurricanes a 2-1 lead at 17:38 of the 
second on a wraparound after Jarry fumbled a shot from 
Aho. 
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"At the end of the day, it doesn't really matter what happened 
in the past," Aho said. "It's just, we're on the road. … We 
have a chance to win the game. We've done a good job so 
far, so it's just, go out there and get the win."  

NOTES: Penguins defenseman Kris Letang was a late 
scratch because of an undisclosed illness. … Pittsburgh 
defenseman Chad Ruhwedel had two shots on goal and 
three hits in 13:37 of ice time after being a healthy scratch 

the past six games. … Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook 
had five shots on goal in 18:32 of ice time in his 500th NHL 
game. … Pittsburgh forward Kasperi Kapanen had three 
shots on goal and three hits in 12:55 of ice time after being a 
healthy scratch the past seven games. … Crosby scored his 
101st game-opening goal, passing Mario Lemieux (100) for 
the most in Penguins history. … Aho has 106 NHL multipoint 
games, tying Pat Verbeek for fourth in Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers history. ... Jarry is 4-0-2 in his past six starts. 

 
 

 

Pesce’s winner in OT lifts Hurricanes past Penguins 3-2 
By Will Graves 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Pittsburgh Penguins saw a hit 
they considered dangerous and stopped. Carolina didn’t. 
And when the whistle didn’t blow, the Hurricanes took 
advantage by starting their six-game road trip with a bang. 

Brett Pesce scored at the end of a two-on-none 2:20 into 
overtime to lift Carolina over Pittsburgh 3-2 Tuesday night 
courtesy of an ending that will likely be remembered when 
the Metropolitan Division rivals meet again in Raleigh on 
Dec. 18 and maybe beyond. 

The puck was along the boards when Carolina center Seth 
Jarvis hit Penguins forward Bryan Rust in the back in front of 
the Pittsburgh bench. The Penguins briefly paused while the 
puck squirted free, giving Pesce and Andrei Svechnikov time 
to skate in alone on Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry. 

Pesce dished to Svechnikov, who gave the puck back to 
Pesce in time for him to stuff it past Jarry. 

“(Pesce’s) a great player for us,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s good to see him get that. Good play 
by Svech on the wall, to give it to him. Nice finish. Definitely 
take the win.” 

The Penguins saw it differently. Head coach Mike Sullivan 
called Jarvis’ play “a dangerous hit” and didn’t blame his 
players for what he considered a natural reaction. 

Rust, who was shaken in the moment but not injured, quietly 
fumed in an angry Pittsburgh dressing room.  

“The whole play was fairly bizarre,” Rust said. “The whole 
game was bizarre, some things that weren’t called.” 

The Penguins forced the extra period on Jake Guentzel’s 
deflection with 58 seconds to go in regulation with Jarry on 
the bench for an extra skater. The momentum, however, 
evaporated in overtime and the Hurricanes took advantage 
when officials let the teams play on following Jarvis’ hit. 

Svechnikov and Marine Necas also scored for Carolina. 
Pytor Kochetkov stopped 30 shots as the Hurricanes won 
their second straight following a five-game losing streak. 

“It’s always nice to start the road trip like this for the win and 
try to build on this,” Sebastian Aho said.  

Guentzel and Sidney Crosby scored for Pittsburgh. Jarry 
stopped 36 shots but was left all alone on the sequence that 
ended with Pesce’s winner. The Penguins played without top 
defenseman Kris Letang, scratched just before puck drop 
due to illness. 

Pittsburgh has lost two straight — both at home — following 
a 7-1-1 stretch that helped the team snap out of an early 
funk. 

The Penguins began the night one point behind the third-
place Hurricanes in what figures to be a tight race in the 
Metropolitan Division behind early season surprise New 
Jersey.  

Crosby gave Pittsburgh the lead 4:34 into the first period, 
finishing off a pretty sequence that began with a stretch pass 
by defenseman Pierre-Olivier Joseph to Guentzel at the 
Carolina blue line. Guentzel fed a streaking Crosby, who 
tapped the puck from his right skate to his stick before 
jamming a shot past Kochetkov. 

The goal was Crosby’s 25th point at even strength this 
season, tops in the NHL. 

Carolina responded by turning up the pressure. Necas and 
Svechnikov scored in the second, with Svechnikov’s 
wraparound at 17:38 coming after a sequence that typified 
Pittsburgh’s issues on the power play. 

The Penguins, for all their star power, entered Tuesday 28th 
in the league with the man advantage. They failed to 
generate a single shot on a power play just before 
Svechnikov’s goal, with Jeff Carter whiffing despite being 
wide open in the slot. The puck caromed out of the zone and 
shortly thereafter the Hurricanes were in front. 

The Penguins have failed to score on their last 14 power 
plays overall. 

“We’re a step off right now,” Rust said. “We’ve got to find it 
and we’ve got to find it quick.” 

UP NEXT 
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Hurricanes: Head to St. Louis on Thursday, the next stop on 
their longest trip of the season. 

Penguins: Continue a five-game homestand Thursday 
against Vegas. 

 

Hurricanes take on the Blues after overtime victory 
Carolina Hurricanes (10-5-1, third in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. St. Louis Blues (6-8-0, sixth in the Central 
Division) 

St. Louis; Thursday, 8 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The St. Louis Blues host the Carolina 
Hurricanes after the Hurricanes beat the Pittsburgh Penguins 
3-2 in overtime. 

St. Louis is 6-8-0 overall and 5-5-0 in home games. The 
Blues have a 4-- record in games decided by one goal. 

Carolina has a 10-5-1 record overall and a 7-3-4 record on 
the road. The Hurricanes have a +five scoring differential, 
with 48 total goals scored and 43 conceded. 

Thursday’s game is the third time these teams match up this 
season. The Hurricanes won the previous meeting 7-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Robert Thomas has scored four goals 
with 15 assists for the Blues. Jordan Kyrou has five goals 
and eight assists over the past 10 games. 

Martin Necas has scored 10 goals with 14 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Andrei Svechnikov has six goals and four assists 
over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Blues: 7-3-0, averaging 3.4 goals, 5.9 
assists, 3.4 penalties and eight penalty minutes while giving 
up three goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 4-2-4, averaging 2.5 goals, 4.3 assists, 3.5 
penalties and 7.3 penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Blues: Robert Thomas: day to day (lower-body), 
Marco Scandella: out (hip), Logan Brown: out (upper-body), 
Scott Perunovich: out (shoulder). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Cavan Fitzgerald: out (undisclosed), Teuvo Teravainen: out 
(upper body), Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

'It was a dangerous hit': Penguins upset after non-call leads to Hurricanes' OT goal 
Hurricanes' Pesce converts on 2-on-0 rush in OT after 
Penguins plead for penalty 

The Pittsburgh Penguins were left fuming after what they 
believed was a missed call by the referees allowed the 
Carolina Hurricanes to score the game-winning goal in 
overtime Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes centre Seth Jarvis checked Penguins winger 
Bryan Rust from behind into the boards midway through the 
extra frame and play continued. As the Penguins players 
appealed for a penalty to no avail and those on their bench 
raised their arms in disbelief, Hurricanes forwards Andrei 
Svechnikov and Brett Pesce jumped out to a 2-on-0 rush.  

Pesce beat Penguins netminder Tristan Jarry to give the 
Hurricanes a 3-2 victory as boos rained down at Pittsburgh's 
PPG Paints Arena. 

"When you saw it from the bench up close at the speed it 
was at, that was the reaction," Penguins coach Mike Sullivan 

told reporters after the game. "That reaction was real 
because it was a dangerous hit, so I disagreed with the call."  

Penguins defenceman Jeff Petry, who was tied up in a scrum 
with Jarvis, thought as soon as he jumped in the pile that a 
penalty would have been called. 

"To me, it looked like it was [a penalty]," Petry said. "I don’t 
know. Obviously, they saw it differently. It’s a tough one to 
swallow." 

Although Pittsburgh had tied it with 58 seconds remaining in 
regulation to force OT and at least earn a point, Jarry called 
it a "tough sequence" to end the game.  

"It’s tough to say what they see and what we see," Jarry 
said. "It might be two totally different things. Unfortunately, 
the puck squirts out and they were able to get a 2-on-0 to 
end it. It’s disappointing." 
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Hurricanes Blow Late Lead, Recover in Overtime for Win 
Jake Guentzel’s final-minute goal forced the Hurricanes to 
yet another overtime, but they recovered to salvage an 
overtime victory in Pittsburgh. 

By Brett Finger  

After finally getting back in the win column on Saturday, the 
Carolina Hurricanes looked to make it two in a row on 
Tuesday night against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The Hurricanes failed to hold onto a late 2-1 lead, but they 
managed to salvage an overtime win to kick off their six-
game road trip. 

Derek Stepan drew an early hooking penalty on Jake 
Guentzel and gifted the Hurricanes with an early power play 
opportunity. Unfortunately, their power play magic from 
Saturday didn’t make an appearance. 

Just a few moments of 5-on-5 play later, the Penguins got on 
the board. 

Sidney Crosby won a race to the front of the Canes' net and 
managed to squeak a centering pass through Pyotr 
Kochetkov to make it a 1-0 game. 

Pittsburgh followed up their opening goal with a few more 
great chances, including a lacrosse goal attempt from 
Rickard Rakell that Kochetkov slammed the door on. 

The Penguins dominated the first half of the period, but the 
Hurricanes slowly started to find their chances late in the 
period. However, Tristan Jarry was ready for the push, and 
his home club took a 1-0 lead into the intermission. 

The Hurricanes were guilty of the early-period penalty the 
second time around, and their penalty killers were the ones 
getting the scoring chances. They had two odd-man rushes 
in rapid succession, one saved by Jarry and the other waived 
off for goalie interference. 

Carolina built on that momentum, though, and they potted 
their first goal at 5:45 of the frame. Brett Pesce’s point shot 
dropped out of Jarry’s possession with traffic in front, and 
Martin Necas was there for a slam-dunk goal and his 11th of 
the season. 

The teams exchanged chances as the period progressed, 
but the ice started titling back in Pittsburgh’s favor thanks to 

a few strong shifts leading up to their second power play of 
the night. 

Again, the Hurricanes’ penalty kill was stout, holding 
Pittsburgh without a shot on goal. Less than a minute later, 
they secured their first lead of the night. 

Jarry couldn’t handle the rebound on a long-range shot from 
Sebastian Aho, and Andrei Svechnikov swooped in to grab 
the puck and put it home on a wrap-around for his 14th tally 
of the season. 

Kochetkov made a save on a Pittsburgh chance with one 
second to go in the period, and the Hurricanes took a 2-1 
lead into the third period. 

After a power play chance aided them early in the period, the 
Hurricanes chased the Penguins for most of the final 15 
minutes. Much like their recent loss to the Wild, the 
Hurricanes tried to hang onto a late one-goal lead, and 
again, they couldn’t. 

With Jarry on the bench for an extra attacker, Jake Guentzel 
executed a perfect deflection on a point shot and beat 
Kochetkov to tie the game at two goals apiece. The 
heartbreaker forced the Hurricanes into their fifth overtime in 
seven games. 

Something had to give, with the Penguins winless in games 
decided in overtime this season and the Hurricanes having 
lost five straight overtime decisions, and it did at the halfway 
point. 

Seth Jarvis laid a hit at the red line that was met with an 
uproar from the Penguins' bench, and the Hurricanes took 
advantage of the chaos by scoring the game-winner on a 2-
on-0 break. 

Brett Pesce got the goal, assisted by Svechnikov and Jarvis, 
and the Hurricanes escaped game one of their six-game 
road trip with a win. 

Pesce, Svechnikov, and Aho had multi-point nights in the win 
to support a 30-save effort from Kochetkov, who was forced 
to make tough saves from start to finish. 

The Hurricanes will continue the trip on Thursday night 
against the St. Louis Blues. 
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Pesce, Canes push past Penguins in gritty overtime win  
By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes came out on top in overtime for 
once in a 3-2 victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Tuesday, Nov. 29. 

The Canes (12-6-5) secured both points on a quirky game-
winning goal by defenseman Brett Pesce. The Penguins (11-
8-4) got caught in the middle of a line change, allowing 
Pesce and right wing Andrei Svechnikov to approach the 
Pittsburgh net undefended and easily beat Pens netminder 
Tristan Jarry. 

Pesce’s game-winner is his second in as many games. After 
scoring the go-ahead goal in Carolina’s 3-2 win over the 
Calgary Flames, Pesce’s offensive efforts are finally paying 
dividends. 

“He's been solid all year,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“He got a little snake bit and hadn’t scored, but he’s been in 
many, many chances. He's a great player for us, nice to see 
him get that. [It was a] good play by Svech on the wall to give 
it to him and then a nice finish.” 

The Hurricanes held their own for over 62 minutes against a 
very physical Penguins squad. Pittsburgh racked up 49 hits 
for the game compared to just 23 from Carolina. For a Canes 
squad playing in its fifth overtime period in its last seven 
games, coming out on top in OT shows a lot of grit. 

“I didn't love our first period,” Brind’Amour said. “Especially 
after the first power play, [the Penguins] got life. But after 
that goal, I felt like we really played a solid game. I felt we 

could have a bunch of goals tonight. I like the effort through 
about 55 minutes of that game. After a slow, little sluggish 
start I thought we were really solid.” 

Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov squared off against Jarry in the 
crease all night, keeping his team in the game after center 
Sidney Crosby netted the opening goal. A quality screen by 
the Penguins in the waning moments of the third period saw 
left wing Jake Guentzal beat Kochetkov and force OT, but 
the Canes provided enough offense to compensate. Center 
Martin Nečas and Svechnikov doubled up on Jarry in the 
second period to give Carolina a 2-1 lead. 

It was a good night to be a “Marty,” as left wing Jordan 
Martinook played his 500th NHL game. The 30-year-old 
veteran has 253 of his career games in Carolina going back 
to 2018-19. Nečas also continued his breakout season, 
scoring his 11th goal of the year. The 23-year-old Czech is 
just three shy of his 2021-22 goal total through just 23 
games. 

The Canes will continue their six-game road trip on 
Thursday, Dec. 1 by taking on the Blues in St. Louis. The 
Hurricanes will hope to stay on pace in the Metro despite a 
taxing road schedule early in the season. 

“You'd love to say, ‘Hey, this is gonna build into something,’” 
Brind’Amour said. “But I'm not a big believer in that too 
much. It’s a new day tomorrow and a new game coming up 
against another great opponent. But I think it puts the guys at 
ease a little bit, knowing that the hard work is paying off.” 
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Pesce’s winner in OT lifts Hurricanes past Penguins 3-2 

 

BY WILL GRAVES AP SPORTS WRITER UPDATED NOVEMBER 30, 
2022 4:45 AM 

 

PITTSBURGH-The Pittsburgh Penguins saw a hit they considered 
dangerous and stopped. Carolina didn't. And when the whistle didn't 
blow, the Hurricanes took advantage by starting their six-game road trip 
with a bang. 

Brett Pesce scored at the end of a two-on-none 2:20 into overtime to lift 
Carolina over Pittsburgh 3-2 Tuesday night courtesy of an ending that will 
likely be remembered when the Metropolitan Division rivals meet again in 
Raleigh on Dec. 18 and maybe beyond. 

The puck was along the boards when Carolina center Seth Jarvis hit 
Penguins forward Bryan Rust in the back in front of the Pittsburgh bench. 
The Penguins briefly paused while the puck squirted free, giving Pesce 
and Andrei Svechnikov time to skate in alone on Penguins goalie Tristan 
Jarry. 

Pesce dished to Svechnikov, who gave the puck back to Pesce in time 
for him to stuff it past Jarry. 

“(Pesce's) a great player for us," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "It’s good to see him get that. Good play by Svech on the wall, to 
give it to him. Nice finish. Definitely take the win.” 

The Penguins saw it differently. Head coach Mike Sullivan called Jarvis' 
play “a dangerous hit” and didn't blame his players for what he 
considered a natural reaction. 

Rust, who was shaken in the moment but not injured, quietly fumed in an 
angry Pittsburgh dressing room. 

“The whole play was fairly bizarre,” Rust said. "The whole game was 
bizarre, some things that weren’t called.” 

The Penguins forced the extra period on Jake Guentzel's deflection with 
58 seconds to go in regulation with Jarry on the bench for an extra 
skater. The momentum, however, evaporated in overtime and the 
Hurricanes took advantage when officials let the teams play on following 
Jarvis' hit. 

Svechnikov and Marine Necas also scored for Carolina. Pytor Kochetkov 
stopped 30 shots as the Hurricanes won their second straight following a 
five-game losing streak. 

“It’s always nice to start the road trip like this for the win and try to build 
on this,” Sebastian Aho said. 

Guentzel and Sidney Crosby scored for Pittsburgh. Jarry stopped 36 
shots but was left all alone on the sequence that ended with Pesce's 
winner. The Penguins played without top defenseman Kris Letang, 
scratched just before puck drop due to illness. 

Pittsburgh has lost two straight — both at home — following a 7-1-1 
stretch that helped the team snap out of an early funk. 

The Penguins began the night one point behind the third-place 
Hurricanes in what figures to be a tight race in the Metropolitan Division 
behind early season surprise New Jersey. 

Crosby gave Pittsburgh the lead 4:34 into the first period, finishing off a 
pretty sequence that began with a stretch pass by defenseman Pierre-
Olivier Joseph to Guentzel at the Carolina blue line. Guentzel fed a 
streaking Crosby, who tapped the puck from his right skate to his stick 
before jamming a shot past Kochetkov. 

The goal was Crosby's 25th point at even strength this season, tops in 
the NHL. 

Carolina responded by turning up the pressure. Necas and Svechnikov 
scored in the second, with Svechnikov's wraparound at 17:38 coming 
after a sequence that typified Pittsburgh's issues on the power play. 

The Penguins, for all their star power, entered Tuesday 28th in the 
league with the man advantage. They failed to generate a single shot on 
a power play just before Svechnikov's goal, with Jeff Carter whiffing 
despite being wide open in the slot. The puck caromed out of the zone 
and shortly thereafter the Hurricanes were in front. 

The Penguins have failed to score on their last 14 power plays overall. 

“We’re a step off right now,” Rust said. "We’ve got to find it and we’ve got 
to find it quick.” 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Head to St. Louis on Thursday, the next stop on their longest 
trip of the season. 

Penguins: Continue a five-game homestand Thursday against Vegas. 
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Notebook: Blues' Robert Thomas takes step toward return to lineup after 
lower-body injury 

 

Joe Lyons  

 

Blues center Robert Thomas returned to the ice for the start of Tuesday’s 
optional practice session at Centene Community Ice Center in Maryland 
Heights. 

Thomas sat out Monday night’s 4-1 loss to the visiting Dallas Stars due 
to a lower-body injury. The Blues’ next game is 7 p.m. Thursday against 
the Carolina Hurricanes at Enterprise Center. 

“Yeah, he felt pretty good, so I think he’ll be a practice player tomorrow. 
We’ll see, but a good chance (of returning soon),” Blues coach Craig 
Berube said. “It’ll be a full practice tomorrow, with competition drills and 
things like that, so we’ll see how he does.” 
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Thomas, who leads the Blues in scoring this season with four goals and 
15 assists in 21 games, sat out the final 5 minutes, 11 seconds of 
regulation play as well as the overtime session in Saturday’s dramatic 5-
4 come-from-behind win in Florida over the Panthers. 

“What happened to him, it could’ve been more serious,” Berube said. “I 
think we dodged a bullet.” 

In his return to the NHL, 20-year-old forward Jake Neighbours had a 
shot, a takeaway and two blocked shots against the Stars on Monday. 

“I thought I was alright,” Neighbours said following Tuesday’s practice. 
“At this level, there are always things you wish you would’ve done 
differently or you’d like to improve on. There were some puck battles I 
could’ve won and a couple of d-zone shifts I gotta sort out better, but I 
thought I was solid.” 

Berube agreed. 

“I thought Jake did a good job with the ice time he got; he did what we 
expected of him,” the coach said. “I think he was strong on pucks, made 
simple plays and did a good job.” 

Neighbours, who was drafted in the first round of the 2020 NHL Draft, 
had a goal and an assist in nine games last year before being returned to 
his junior team, the Edmonton Oil Kings of the Western Hockey League. 
There, he was a key factor in a lengthy playoff run. 

He started this season with the Blues and scored in the season-opening 
5-2 win over the visiting Columbus Blue Jackets on Oct. 15. After 11 
games, however, Neighbours was shipped out to the Springfield 
Thunderbirds. In seven AHL games, he contributed five assists. 

“I think I have a little more confidence now,” he said. “I got to play in a lot 
more different situations, whether it be power play or penalty kill. ... I 
think just getting out in those situations was good for me. I got a lot of ice 
time down there and got a lot of puck touches.” 

In his return to the NHL Monday, Neighbours was paired with Brayden 
Schenn and Jordan Kyrou. 

“It’s a thrill, getting to play with two high-level talents like that,” 
Neighbours said. “Brayden’s a guy who’s played in this league and a guy 
I look up to and can learn from and Jordan’s a younger guy who’s kinda 
coming into his wits here. He’s becoming a dominant player in this 
league. 

“At this point of my career, I’m lucky to play with guys like that and 
hopefully it’s something I can take advantage of.” 

NathanWalker drops the gloves 

With about 13 ½ minutes left in the second period Monday, Blues winger 
Nathan Walker delivered a hit on Dallas defenseman Joel Hanley in the 
corner. The hit led to a fight between the two. 

“It’s not something I go looking for, but it happens. It’s part of the game, 
right?” Walker said when asked about his fight. “If you’re up 3-0 or 4-0, 
there’s really no reason to fight and give away the momentum. But at that 
point, we got tangled up and just felt right. 

“I’m here today, talking and breathing, so I guess everything’s good.” 

This season has been a strange one for Walker, who has yet to record a 
goal or an assist in 11 games. 

“Early on, I didn’t feel like I was playing my best,” said Walker, who 
scored eight goals and picked up four assists in 30 games with the Blues 
last season. “But I’m working hard, doing everything I can to make sure 
I’m doing the right things and ready to step in when I’m called on.” 

Walker added: “At this level, it’s all about being ready and prepared. On 
the ice in practice or in the gym or wherever, you just have to be ready to 
go when you get an opportunity.” 

 

St Louis Post Dispatch LOADED: 11.30.2022 

1207253 St Louis Blues 

 

Blues keep searching for defensive steadiness, offensive aggression 

 

Jeff Gordon 

 

The Blues weren’t terrible Monday night. But they weren’t great either, so 
they remain stuck in a holding pattern. 

“The chances were there, they just weren’t going in, but I thought we 
played a pretty good game,” forward Josh Leivo said after the 4-1 loss to 
Dallas. 

“I thought we played a pretty smart first period,” coach Craig Berube said. 
“Second period, I thought we were good, third period, not as good.” 

So it goes for the Blues, who are just sort of muddling through this 
season. Their record says it all: 11-11-0. 

They did not suffer a total collapse after losing a club-record eight 
straight games in regulation time. Nor did they morph back into Stanley 
Cup-contending form after winning seven consecutive games. 

They suffered ugly losses in Buffalo (6-2) and Tampa (5-2). They 
seemed doomed to a lopsided defeat in South Florida to the Panthers, 
too, after falling behind 4-1 in the second period. 

They were running on fumes while playing their seventh game in 11 
days. Then, miraculously, the Blues found their second wind and rallied 
for a 5-4 overtime victory. 

That created another potential turning point in their streaky season, if the 
Blues could build off of that comeback with a strong performance against 
the Stars on Monday. 

But they couldn’t. 

So they remain stuck back in the Western Conference pack, still in the 
playoff chase but making only intermittent progress. 

Monday’s uneven performance summed up the team’s current state. 
They have the pieces needed to “build their game,” as they like to say, 
but those pieces keep coming apart. 

The Blues didn’t have the puck much in the first period, but they survived 
by blocking 12 shots. They earned some good looks in the fast-paced 
second period, but they fell behind 1-0 because they failed to convert one 
of their rush opportunities and the Stars did. 

The Blues tried to muster another comeback in the third period, but a 
mishap here and a missed shot there caused the game to slip away. 

Small lapses and little mistakes can add up to big problems in hockey, 
which is why coaches are always stressing the “details” of the game. 

The Blues struggled in the faceoff circle against the Stars without injured 
center Robert Thomas. Errant outlet passing kept their transition game 
stuck in neutral. They passed up some good shots and misfired on 
others. 

So once again they must regroup, this time during the two-day break 
before they face the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night at Enterprise 
Center. 

Defense was the foundation of the Blues’ 2019 Cup run, with an 
imposing unit on the blue line and everybody’s lockstep commitment at 
both ends of the ice. This team falls well short of that standard. 

Bortuzzo’s return from the injured list improved the team’s toughness, 
shot-blocking ability and penalty killing. 
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Ah, but what is the best mix of this defensive corps? Berube is still 
wondering, so he dressed seven defensemen again Monday and mixed 
and matched the pieces. 

Puck-moving skills are at a premium in the modern NHL, but teams still 
need heft on their blue line for the battles down low. Finding the right 
combinations and balance remains a challenge for the Blues. 

Colton Parayko remains partnered with Nick Leddy, who broke into the 
league as an offensive-minded player in 2010 and stayed in that role until 
coming to St. Louis last season. Leddy’s ability to advance the puck is a 
plus, but he is miscast as a matchup defender. 

Justin Faulk successfully transitioned to a more defensive role, and 
recently, he took shifts with physical Niko Mikkola in 5-on-5 scenarios. 
This is a classic pairing of a puck-mover with a stay-at-home defender. 

If Mikkola can hold up in this elevated role, this pairing could be stronger 
defensively than Faulk’s pairing with Torey Krug. Berube showed 
confidence in Mikkola by playing him more than 20 minutes in five 
straight games during the team’s eight-game winning streak. 

The puck-moving Krug has slid down to spend time with Bortuzzo and 
create a more effective third pairing. Krug’s skill should free up Bortuzzo 
to bang bodies and block shots. This also moves Krug into lower-
leverage work while he is struggling defensively. 

By using seven defensemen, the Blues can plug Calle Rosen in here and 
there to improve their puck movement. But the constant shuffling of pairs 
diminishes cohesion, which helps explain the team’s struggles while 
transitioning from defense to offense. 

As for the forwards, the Blues sorely missed Thomas’ playmaking ability 
Monday and they hope to have him back from injury against Carolina. 
But this team still had enough skill and versatility up front to build a better 
attack. 

Make direct plays. Get the puck in deep. Keep it in deep. Get to the 
inside. Screen the goaltender. Shoot the puck. Hit the net. Be there for 
the rebound. The players hear these same directives day after day, week 
after week but consistent results haven’t followed. 

“We have to keep harping on it and practice it in practice,” Berube said 
after Tuesday’s optional skate. “That’s the only two things you really do.” 

So the game-building process continues with no end in sight. 
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Game Day: Thomas at Blues' optional skate, could return on Thursday 

 

Joe Lyons  

 

Blues center Robert Thomas returned to the ice for the start of Tuesday’s 
optional practice session at Centene Community Ice Center in Maryland 
Heights. 

Thomas sat out Monday night’s 4-1 loss to the visiting Dallas Stars due 
to a lower-body injury. The Blues’ next game is 7 p.m. Thursday against 
the Carolina Hurricanes at Enterprise Center. 

“Yeah, he felt pretty good so I think he’ll be a practice player tomorrow. 
We’ll see, but a good chance (of returning soon),’’ Blues coach Craig 
Berube said. “It’ll be a full practice tomorrow, with competition drills and 
things like that, so we’ll see how he does.” 

Thomas, who leads the Blues in scoring this season with 4 goals and 15 
assists in 21 games, sat out the final 5 minutes, 11 seconds of regulation 
play as well as the overtime session in Saturday’s dramatic 5-4 come-
from-behind win Saturday night in Florida over the Panthers. 

“What happened to him, it could be more serious,’’ Berube said. “But I 
think we dodged a bullet.” 

Carolina is 11-6-5 and in third place behind New Jersey and the New 
York Islanders in the Metropolitan Division. The Hurricanes play Tuesday 
night in Pittsburgh against the Penguins (11-8-3). Tuesday begins a 
stretch of six consecutive road games for Carolina. 
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Blues hold themselves back in 4-1 loss to Stars 

 

Tom Timmermann  

 

In a game where the Blues didn’t shoot as much as they needed to, it 
was a shot they did take that sealed their fate. 

Down 2-1 but threatening in the third period, a shot by defenseman Niko 
Mikkola was blocked by Dallas forward Jason Robertson, only about 
eight feet in front of him, who took off on a breakaway for a goal that beat 
goalie Jordan Binnington and put Dallas up by two goals again with 4:06 
to play. An empty-net goal produced the eventual 4-1 final score and 
another Blues loss. 

“You can't get it blocked,” Blues coach Craig Berube said of the play. 
“You've got to look and see the guy in front of you, probably put it back 
down low behind the net. Tough play.” 

St. Louis Blues coach Craig Berube discusses the loss to the Dallas 
Stars on Monday, Nov. 28, 2022. Video courtesy of the Blues 

It was an ironic ending to a frustrating evening for the Blues, who 
struggled at times, were in control at others but in general didn’t produce 
the offense needed to beat the top team in the Central Division. They did 
a great job shutting down the red-hot Robertson, right up until they 
couldn't and he extended his point streak to 16 games with his league-
high 19th goal of the season. Good scoring chances for the Blues weren’t 
finished and potentially good scoring chances didn’t come to fruition 
because they chose to pass rather than shoot, and you can’t blame that 
on Robert Thomas this time, since the team’s top center missed the 
game with a lower-body injury. 

Thanks to the Blues' miracle comeback against Florida on Saturday, they 
came into the game with a one-game winning streak instead of a three-
game losing streak. So with this loss, rather than being in the teeth of 
another losing streak, the worst you can say is they have dropped three 
of their past four games.  

The Blues had trouble getting the puck past Dallas goalie Scott 
Wedgewood, who didn't find out till about 4 p.m. that he would be filling in 
for a sick Jake Oettinger, but they also managed just five shots on goal in 
the third period when, if nothing else, the Blues needed to shoot. 
Statistical models had the Blues with about 2.4 expected goals for the 
game, but they needed a tip by Brandon Saad with under seven minutes 
to go in the third period to finally get even one, which got the Blues within 
a goal. 

“I would have liked to see us have more of an attack mentality in the third 
period and try to really get some action at the net,” Saad said. “We didn't 
have the puck enough in the third. First two periods were good hockey. I 
thought we played a disciplined game, had our chances. We didn't score. 
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“There's probably opportunities that we'll look at where we could have 
shot the puck more.” 

 “I would have liked to see us have more of an attack mentality in the 
third period and try to really get some action at the net,” Berube said. 
“We didn't have the puck enough in the third. First two periods were good 
hockey. I thought we played a disciplined game, had our chances. We 
didn't score.” 

Though the Blues had 24 shots on goal, many of them came from a few 
players: Josh Leivo had six, Saad and Colton Parayko each had four, 
accounting for 58 percent of the team’s shots on goal. After Saad, Leivo 
and Jordan Kyrou with three shots on goal, the other eight forwards — 
Berube went with 11 forwards and seven defensemen again — combined 
had just six shots on goal. 

Two plays midway through the second period were typical of the Blues’ 
night. First, Ivan Barbashev had the puck on a two-on-one with Vladimir 
Tarasenko on his right. Barbashev had a lane to the net but chose to 
pass to Tarasenko, but the pass never got there, instead stolen by 
Dallas, and the chance was lost. 

Less than three minutes later, the Blues got set up in the Dallas end and 
Tarasenko passed to Pavel Buchnevich, who skated into the slot and 
shot, with the puck hitting the crossbar and bouncing out of play. He 
slammed his stick to the ice in frustration. 

“I think we need to (put more shots on net),” Saad said. “We had some 
chances. You don’t get too many Grade A’s in this league, and any time 
we get those chances we could fire the puck a little bit more. Sometimes 
we try to be a little bit too cute, and against good-checking hockey teams 
you’re not gonna get a lot of those.” 

“I think we tend to do that from time to time, looking for a better chance,” 
said defenseman Robert Bortuzzo. “We had some great looks in the 
second, Buchnevich could have scored two or three tonight. He made 
some big saves at some good times, but when we’re inside the house we 
need to have more of a shooting mentality, I would say.” 

Though the Blues said they were generally satisfied with the first two 
periods, they didn’t score in either of them and played much of the first 
period in their own end as they struggled to get the puck out. Any lessons 
learned in the third period on Saturday seemed absent, and the Blues 
had only four shots on goal until the final few minutes of the first period. 

“We could definitely be a little bit cleaner on execution,” Bortuzzo said, 
“that’s something we preach here, coming out of our end has been kind 
of the bread and butter of this team for a while, that’s something that 
should be addressed, and just something we need to clean up.” 
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Kraken edge Kings in highest-scoring NHL game of season 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL 

PUBLISHED November 29, 2022 at 10:51 p.m. | UPDATED: November 
30, 2022 at 1:51 a.m. 

 

The second- and third-place teams in the Pacific Division produced a 
five-alarm fire at Crypto.com Arena on Tuesday night, where the Seattle 
Kraken outlasted the Kings, 9-8, in overtime in the highest-scoring game 
in the NHL this season. 

A six-goal first period segued into an eight-goal deluge in the second 
before the Kings scored the only two goals of the third to force overtime, 
where Andre Burakovsky quelled their comeback. 

“It’s a very, very confusing night for all of us. I’m really disappointed that 
we gave up nine goals, absolutely, but on the other side of the coin, I’m 
glad that we fought back, got a point and scored eight,” Coach Todd 
McLellan said. “So it’s mass confusion for all of us and we better freakin’ 
figure it out quickly.” 

Tuesday’s match tied for the highest-scoring regular-season game in 
Kings history with a 10-7 loss to the Calgary Flames on Nov. 13, 1987, in 
Canada, back when commentator Jim Fox was a winger for the Kings. 
They once played an 18-goal postseason barn-burner, a 10-8 victory 
over the Edmonton Oilers in the 1982 Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Seven Kings turned in multipoint efforts, led by winger Kevin Fiala’s four 
assists. The other prolific Kings were Adrian Kempe, Anze Kopitar and 
Gabe Vilardi up front, along with defensemen Drew Doughty, Mikey 
Anderson and Sean Durzi. Wingers Carl Grundstrom and Viktor 
Arvidsson added a goal apiece. Jonathan Quick allowed five of the 
Seattle goals (on 14 shots) before stepping aside for Cal Petersen, who 
surrendered four goals on 16 shots. 

Seattle, which has reeled off a franchise-record six straight wins during a 
stretch of 11 victories in 13 games, also had seven players with two or 
more points, including Jordan Eberle’s four-assist outburst. Burakovsky, 
Justin Schultz, Alex Wennberg, Jared McCann, Matty Beniers and Daniel 
Sprong rounded out the list. Winger Oliver Bjorkstrand was the only 
Seattle goal-scorer who did not add a second point. 

Former Kings goalie Martin Jones earned his 22nd career win, and his 
third this season, against the Kings despite ceding eight goals. It is the 
most he has allowed at any point in his career and just the second time 
that the Kings have scored six or more goals against him. 

“As crazy as it sounds, in that type of a game, he continued to give us a 
chance to make the next play,” Seattle coach Dave Hakstol said of Jones 
and his 27 saves. 

For the second straight game, a brain freeze in overtime cost the Kings a 
win, leading to their fourth loss in five OT games this month. A bungled 
line change led to a too-many-men penalty. Seattle punished the Kings 
when Burakovsky fired from above the right faceoff dot to the short side 
for the game-winner. 

“I got the puck in a good area. I’ll take that shot from there all day. Ebs 
made a really good play and it went in,” Burakovsky said. “It was kind of 
a messed-up night, we were trading chances, a lot of sloppy plays. I think 
we played a really bad game and so did they.” 

The Kings had settled the pace down in the third period and clawed back 
to earn a point. 

Anderson hammered a shot from the right faceoff circle past Jones, an 
equalizer that represented his first goal of the season, with 6:21 left in the 
game. It was the Kings’ fifth tying goal of the game, signifying just the 
15th time in NHL history a team has knotted a game five times and the 
first since 1996. 

Durzi had closed the Kings to within one with 8:24 to play when his shot 
from the left point was deflected upon release before it knuckled past 
Jones. 

For all of the offensive fireworks, Seattle’s leading scorer, Burakovsky, 
had been scoreless with a minus-two through 13 combined goals. That 
changed when he cushioned Seattle’s advantage with a shot from the 
right circle 20 seconds before the second intermission. 

The Kings had halved their deficit with Vilardi’s second goal of the night, 
which technically came at even strength though it was the Kings’ fifth de 
facto man-advantage goal of the season. Anderson’s shot was deflected 
by Kopitar and then swiped past Jones by Vilardi with 4:19 left in the 
second. 
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The 7-6 score meant that the game had already tied not only for the most 
goals in a Kings game this season, but in any 2022-23 NHL match, with 
more than a period to play. 

The Kraken had seized the game’s first two-goal edge off an amateurish 
gaffe when a defensive-zone pass to the center of the ice was picked off 
by Bjorkstrand. He made the Kings pay for Vilardi’s sin with a goal, the 
second unassisted one for Seattle in the period. 

“Tonight I felt like every mistake was going in our net, every time,” center 
Phillip Danault said. 

Once Seattle had scored five goals, Petersen relieved Quick, but that 
switch hardly stopped the bleeding. A horrendous-angle shot from 
Sprong created a far-too-lively rebound that bounded skyward, over 
Petersen and into the net 7:27 into the middle frame. 

The score was tied at 1-1, 2-2, 3-3, 4-4 and, at 6:45, 5-5, thanks to 
Kempe’s first goal since Nov. 14. Following a takeaway, Fiala found 
Kempe between the circles for a point-blank redirection and Kempe’s 
200th NHL point. After scoring six goals in 20 days in October, Kempe 
potted just two in all of November. 

Just before the five-minute mark of the second stanza, the Kraken went 
ahead 5-4 off of a rush that was finished from the right faceoff dot by 
McCann. 

The offensive flurry carried over from the first into the second period with 
two goals, one a side, in the opening 2:48. 

Defenseman Sean Walker’s shot was blockered away by Jones but 
recovered by center Blake Lizotte, who found Grundstrom for a one-timer 
from the slot. 

Seventy-seven seconds earlier, the Kraken sent two forecheckers to 
outnumber Durzi. McCann’s body check separated him from the puck 
behind the net. There, Eberle collected it and found a trailing Beniers, 
who had taken a big check earlier in the play, for a goal from the top of 
the blue paint. 

In the first half of the first period, the Kings and Kraken scored four 
combined goals in fewer than 10 minutes and six in the entire frame, 
including four total power-play markers. All that transpired just to end up 
where they started 20 minutes earlier, deadlocked in a tie. 

Vilardi evened the score with 1:08 left on the clock. Decisive puck 
movement left Fiala at the hash marks, where he found Vilardi in the left 
circle for a slick far-side shot that hit Wennberg and defenseman Carson 
Soucy on its way into the net. 

Seattle took its second lead of the night, striking again on the power play. 
Sprong was at a tough shooting angle so he flung the puck toward the 
crease, where Wennberg redirected it between the pad and arm of Quick 
with 7:05 to play. 

The Kings continued their sizzling play with the extra man, as their 
second unit converted on their first power play. It took them only eight 
seconds after they won the draw to score. Forward Trevor Moore tested 
Jones with a one-timer before a failed Kraken clearing attempt facilitated 
Durzi’s point shot, which was tipped in by Arvidsson 44 seconds before 
the halfway mark of the first. 

Seattle took its first lead of the evening by grinding away at the Kings’ top 
defense pairing with a cycle. Eberle fended off Anderson long enough for 
McCann to get position on Doughty. Eberle’s centering pass allowed 
McCann to flick a fluttering puck over Quick 8:42 into the period. 

At the 5:21 mark, the Kraken had knotted the score on the power play, 
thanks to the NHL’s leading rookie scorer and early Calder Trophy 
favorite. Beniers first made a sweet seam pass to Wennberg, who was 
denied by the agility of Quick before Beniers dipped down low and 
popped in the rebound. 

It had taken only 16 seconds for the Kings to assert themselves, scoring 
in the first 35 seconds of a match for the third time this month. Fiala 

received the puck in the low slot and though his pass was disrupted, 
Kopitar pounced on the puck and backhanded it home. 

Despite securing the win with his second multigoal game in the past 
three outings, Burakovsky wasn’t happy and figured that neither team 
was. 

“It was kind of a messed-up night,” he told The Associated Press. “We 
were trading chances, a lot of sloppy plays. I think we played a really bad 
game, and so did they. We were lucky that they didn’t play good at all.” 

 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 11.30.2022 

1207183 Los Angeles Kings 

 

FINAL – Kings 8, Kraken 9 (OT) – Danault, Kempe, McLellan 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

On a night when several team and season records were set, the LA 
Kings picked up another point from a wild, 9-8 overtime loss against the 
Seattle Kraken. 

Forward Kevin Fiala led the Kings with four points (0-4-4), while forward 
Gabe Vilardi scored two goals and defenseman Drew Doughty added 
three assists of his own. The Kings had seven different goalscorers on 
the evening and 12 players collected at least one point in defeat. 

For the second time in four games, the Kings opened the scoring through 
the top line less than a minute into the game. Tonight’s game-opening 
goal came just 16 seconds after the opening faceoff, with forward Anze 
Kopitar crashing the net and burying a rebound off of Fiala’s shot to put 
the Kings on the board with his fifth goal of the season. 

Seattle stormed back, however, with a pair of goals just over three 
minutes apart to open up a 2-1 advantage. First, on the game’s first 
power play, forward Matty Beniers collected his own rebound and fired 
past Kings netminder Jonathan Quick from the slot. The Kraken pulled 
ahead at even strength as Jared McCann and Jordan Eberle connected 
off the cycle, with the latter finishing an assist from the former to put the 
Kraken on top. 

The Kings came back with a power-play goal of their own, however, to 
knot the score at two. After another good sequence on the man 
advantage, defenseman Sean Durzi held the puck in at the point, reset 
and fired towards the net, with forward Viktor Arvidsson getting the 
redirection and in for his fifth goal of the season. 

The Kraken made it 3-2 as forward Alex Wennberg answered with a 
deflection goal of his own. Stationed to the right of Quick, Wennberg got 
a stick on Daniel Sprong’s shot from the left-hand circle to put the visitors 
ahead once again. 

Before the intermission horn sounded, the Kings scored their second on 
the man advantage to tie the game through 20 minutes. The other unit 
got in on the action, late in the sequence, as Vilardi cut into the middle of 
the ice and fired his shot off of a Seattle stick and in, as he scored in his 
return from an upper-body injury. 

The teams then traded goals twice, first bringing the game to 4-4 and 
then 5-5. 

Just 91 seconds into the second period, Beniers tallied his second goal 
of the evening as Eberle forced a turnover behind the Kings net and fed 
the Seattle rookie in front for a slam-dunk goal. The Kings equalized, 
however, as Carl Grundstrom wired home his fifth goal of the season just 
77 seconds later, off a pass from Blake Lizotte, to even the game at four. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 30, 2022 

 

The visitors pulled back ahead just shy of five minutes into the second 
period, with McCann’s second goal of the game. Off a 3-on-2 rush, 
defenseman Adam Larsson fed McCann for a one-timer, which he sent 
past Quick to make it 5-4. After the goal, the Kings made a goaltending 
chance as Cal Petersen entered the game. Less than two minutes later, 
the hosts tied the game at five, as Adrian Kempe got on the board off a 
Kevin Fiala assist, Kempe’s eighth goal of the season. 

Seattle scored twice to open up a 7-5 lead before the halfway point of the 
second period. First, a Petersen save on forward Daniel Sprong sent a 
rebound high into the air, before it came down, deflected off of Petersen’s 
skate and in to put the Kraken back on top. Just over two minutes later, 
forward Olivier Bjorkstrand intercepted an errant pass through the slot 
and snapped his shot past Petersen from between the circles for his third 
goal of the season. 

The Kings once again answered, however, as they nearly scored their 
third power-play goal of the evening. Just seconds after a power play 
expired, Vilardi got his second of the evening as he put home a Kopitar 
pass at the back post for his 13th goal of the season and a 7-6 scoreline. 

Seattle capped off what was the highest-scoring period in the NHL this 
season through forward Andre Burakovsky. From the right-hand circle, 
Burakovsky beat Petersen on the blocker side, after the goaltender was 
tangled in the crease with his own defenseman just before the shot. 
Burakovsky’s goal brought us to the scoreline of 8-6, in Seattle’s favor. 

The Kings scored twice in the second half of the third period to tie the 
game at eight. First, Durzi’s shot from the left point evaded all traffic in 
front, including goaltender Martin Jones, to bring LA within a goal. With 
just over six minutes remaining in regulation, defenseman Mikey 
Anderson sent a one-time past Jones on the glove side to tie the game at 
eight with his first goal of the season. 

The teams tensely reached overtime at 8-8, before Seattle won the game 
with a power play during the extra session. Burakovsky buried his shot 
blocker side for the win with his second goal of the game. 

Hear from Kempe, forward Phillip Danault and Head Coach Todd 
McLellan following tonight’s game. 

Phillip Danault 

On where he sees the biggest need for improvements 

Be stronger defensively, for one. When we make little mistakes, they cost 
us every single time, so we’ve got to learn from this. We can’t just keep 
doing it game after game, we have to learn from this. If we want to be a 
winning team, and go far in the playoffs, we have to work on it right now. 

On his takeaways from tonight’s game 

Yeah, tonight I feel like every mistake went in our net, every time. I guess 
it was that kind of game, I’ve definitely never been a part of one like this. 
We got a big point though, we came back and we kept believing in 
ourselves in the third……although we were poor defensively, we got a 
big point. 

On the ability to get a point on a night when they conceded nine goals 

It was definitely that kind of a weird game, you could tell it was going to 
be high scoring. We kept believing in our offense in the third, kept 
pushing and obviously came back. Big point, but definitely a lot of work to 
do. 

Adrian Kempe 

On his takeaways from playing Seattle and tonight’s game 

They’re hard to play against, ever since they came into the league, 
they’ve become a much better team than last year. They were hard to 
play against last year, but this year I feel like their team game is really 
good, it’s been some really tight games. Obviously a weird game tonight, 
not good enough in the d-zone and the offense was really good. It could 
have gone either way. 

On a 9-8 game coming after a series of lower-scoring games 

I just don’t think we executed in our own zone very well and on the other 
side of that, we did a good job offensively. It was a weird game, we had 
one of these earlier against Minnesota, where both teams played good 
offense and not very good defense, that was pretty much how the game 
went. 

On his thoughts heading into the third period and areas for improvement 

When you’re down two goals going into the third and you feel like you 
can still win the game, it’s a good thing. On the other hand, we didn’t play 
nearly as good as we can in our own zone, too many turnovers. That’s 
the thing we need to get better at. 

Todd McLellan 

"We gave up 9" 

A night, Insiders, when I believe the video with Todd’s interview is the 
more impactful usage of his interview than a transcription. The full 
interview is embedded above, thought the Bally feed only aired part of 
the interview. The audio file contains the full exchange. 

Notes – 

– Just 20 games in NHL history were higher scoring than tonight’s game. 
The last game with more than 18 goals came on 1/13/96 (SJ @ PIT). 

– Tonight’s 17 combined goals were the most in an NHL game this 
season, surpassing the previous mark of 13. The Kings (7-6 @ MIN) and 
Kraken (8-5 @ SJ) were involved in both games with 13 combined goals. 

– Both the Kings and Kraken either set or tied the single-game record 
this season for most goals in a game. Seattle was previously one of four 
teams with eight goals in a game this season. 

– The last time the Kings were involved in a game where at least 17 
goals were scored was 11/13/87 against Calgary (LAK – 7, CGY – 10). 

– Per NHL PR, the Kings scored five tying goals, the most by one team in 
a game in nearly 27 years (BUF: 5x on 1/6/96 at MTL). Tonight was just 
the 15th contest in regular-season history in which a team accomplished 
the feat. 

– The eight combined goals in the second period tonight were tied for the 
most in a period this season, with no game having more since 2019 (OTT 
@ CHI, 2/18). The last time two teams combined for more than eight 
goals in the second period was 2017 (WSH @ PIT, 1/16). 

– Adrian Kempe (1-1-2) notched his eighth goal of the season, marking 
his 200th career point, becoming the 14th member from the 2014 NHL 
Draft class to reach such mark. He now sits two goals shy of his 100th 
career goal. 

– Kevin Fiala (0-4-4) recorded his first four-point game as a King, 
marking the fourth time in his career he has earned four or more points in 
a game. 

– Drew Doughty (0-3-3) registered his 109th career multi-assist game, 
moving him two multi-assist outings of tying Rob Blake (111) for most by 
a defenseman in LA Kings history. His three points also moved him 
ahead of Fredrik Olausson (147-434-581) for 48th-most points by a 
defenseman in NHL history (133-449-582). 

– Gabe Vilardi (2-0-2) recorded his second career multi-goal game (last: 
5/5/21 at Arizona). 

The Kings are set for a practice tomorrow morning at 11 AM from Toyota 
Sports Performance Center. 
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Game Thread – Kings vs. Kraken, 11/29 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Los Angeles Kings 8, Seattle Kraken 8 

3:38 Left, Overtime 

Game Preview 

SOG: LAK – 32 SEA – 27 

PP: LAK – 2/4 SEA – 2/3 

First Period 

1. LAK – Anze Kopitar (5) – (Kevin Fiala, Drew Doughty) – 0:16 

2. SEA – Matty Beniers (8) – (Alex Wennberg, Justin Schultz) – 5:21 
(PP) 

3. SEA – Jared McCann (9) – (Jordan Eberle) – 8:42 

4. LAK – Viktor Arvidsson (5) – (Sean Durzi) – 9:16 (PP) 

5. SEA – Alex Wennberg (5) – (Daniel Sprong, Justin Schultz) – 12:55 
(PP) 

6. LAK – Gabe Vilardi (12) – (Kevin Fiala, Drew Doughty) – 18:52 (PP) 

Second Period 

7. SEA – Matty Beniers (9) – (Jordan Eberle) – 1:31 

8. LAK – Carl Grundstrom (5) – (Blake Lizotte, Sean Walker) – 2:48 

9. SEA – Jared McCann (10) – (Adam Larsson) – 4:56 

10. LAK – Adrian Kempe (8) – (Kevin Fiala) – 6:45 

11. SEA – Daniel Sprong (5) – (Unassisted) – 7:29 

12. SEA – Olivier Bjorkstrand (3) – (Unassisted) – 9:50 

13. LAK – Gabe Vilardi (13) – (Anze Kopitar, Mikey Anderson) – 15:41 

14. SEA – Andre Burakovsky (8) – (Alex Wennberg, Will Borgen) – 19:38 

Third Period 

15. LAK – Sean Durzi (4) – (Matt Roy, Kevin Fiala) – 11:36 

16. LAK – Mikey Anderson (1) – (Adrian Kempe, Drew Doughty) – 13:39 
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11/29 Preview – Vilardi “should be good to go” + What’s Kraken, Lizotte’s 
Impact, Holiday Ice 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Kings continue on a four-game homestand 
here this evening as they host the Seattle Kraken at Crypto.com Arena. 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: Forward Phillip Danault leads the Kings this season 
with two points (1-1-2) from two games played this season against 
Seattle. Danault also led the Kings in goals against the Kraken last 

season with three goals a season ago, while forwards Gabe Vilardi (2-2-
4) and Adrian Kempe (1-3-4) led the way with four points from three 
games played. 

KINGS VITALS: Following a short practice yesterday, with the full group 
on the ice, the Kings were back in action today for an optional morning 
skate in El Segundo. 

Goaltender Jonathan Quick was not on the ice this morning, which 
indicates that he is tonight’s expected starter tonight versus the Kraken. 
Quick has faced the NHL’s newest team just twice throughout his career, 
entering tonight’s action with a 1-1-0 record, a .902 save percentage and 
a 3.06 goals-against average. 

The only expected change from Sunday’s lineup appears to be forward 
Gabe Vilardi checking in for forward Lias Andersson, who was assigned 
to Ontario earlier in the day. Vilardi “should be good to go” per Todd 
McLellan and indicated himself that he’s feeling good this morning. 
Forward Samuel Fagemo, along with defensemen Brandt Clarke and 
Jordan Spence, were on late after morning skate today, indicating that 
they aren’t as likely to play. Spence and Fagemo were recalled from 
AHL-Ontario earlier this morning to round out the NHL roster. 

KRAKEN VITALS: Tonight is the final stop on a three-game road trip for 
the Kraken, following wins over Vegas and Anaheim. Overall, Seattle is 
9-1-1 over its last 11 games, including a 3-2 overtime win over the Kings 
on November 19. 

Per Piper Shaw of Seattle’s television broadcast, goaltender Martin 
Jones is the expected starter this evening for the Kraken. All-time versus 
the Kings, Jones is 21-7-3, with a .926 save percentage and a 2.28 
goals-against average. 

Seattle has had a balanced approach offensively, with 11 players in 
double-digit points, but just one higher than 20, including each of their 
Top-9 forwards. Forward Brandon Tanev is tied for fifth amongst NHL 
forwards with a +14 rating, while defenseman Morgan Geekie is tied for 
seventh amongst NHL defensemen at +13. 

Notes – 

What’s Kraken 

A difficult test tonight for the Kings against a much improved and much 
deeper Seattle team than we saw a season ago. From the first six (plus) 
periods this season, we’ve seen those improvements firsthand. The 
Kings were disjointed when these teams met in Los Angeles back in 
October and though they fought back admirably in Seattle earlier this 
month, much of the opening 40 minutes saw Seattle make life difficult on 
the Kings and their style of play. 

The question this morning was whether or not having success tonight is 
simply a matter of the Kings committing more to playing their game, and 
excelling at it, or if they make specific adjustments to counter what 
Seattle does. The answer lies somewhere in between. 

“It’s a combination of both,” Todd McLellan said this morning. “You’ve got 
to look at what they do well and try and have a plan to counter it. It’s not 
always going to work, but you at least have to identify some areas and 
then we have to do what we do well. This is a team that’s +18 at 5-on-5, 
that’s almost a goal per game they start with on the right side of the 
ledger. It tells me that 5-on-5 will be a tough task, we have to end up on 
the front end of that, but also special teams. If you get them you better 
take advantage of them.” 

Forward Anze Kopitar called it a “healthy mix” this morning when 
describing the balance between where the focus lies from the coaching 
staff when talking with the group about tonight’s game. 

Where Kopitar was more concerned was with where a team like Seattle 
sits in the standings compared to the Kings. Viktor Arvidsson spoke after 
the San Jose game about the importance of getting a divisional win, an 
area the Kings have struggled in so far this season. With one point and 
two defeats against the Kraken so far this season, and a 2-4-1 record in 
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the division, the Kings know they need to rack up some points from 
games like this in order to progress. 

“I think at this point we should know what they’re all about and plan 
accordingly,” Kopitar said this morning. “The matter of the fact is that 
they’re in front of us in the standings and we’ve got to try to catchup. In 
order to do that, you have to beat them.” 

To find success tonight, the Kings will have to find an approach that 
counteracts a deep roster and a team that can make life difficult on their 
opposition through their size and physicality, as well as a hard, heavy 
style of play. The Kings struggled early against Ottawa to establish 
themselves in the game. Something they’ll be focused on right off the 
opening puck drop tonight. 

“We haven’t had a lot of those games this year, I want us to play the way 
we can and I believe the players want to be like that too,” McLellan 
added. “It was flat that we talked about yesterday, we don’t want to be 
flat and the connectivity of our game from one play to the next has to be 
clean and that’s where our speed and offense comes from.” 

Easy Blake Oven 

It’s no secret that the Kings are a bit decimated when it comes to their 
bottom six. 

All three members of the third line from opening night were not in action 
on Sunday, as Iafallo and Vilardi missed out due to injury and center 
Quinton Byfield is currently still in the AHL with the Ontario Reign, netting 
two goals and three points in a Sunday afternoon win over Tucson. 
Brendan Lemieux, a member of the fourth line from that game, is also 
out, leaving just Blake Lizotte and Arthur Kaliyev as players who played 
in those roles against Vegas now six weeks prior. 

Looking specifically at Lizotte, Todd McLellan believes that there’s a 
player who can potentially help to carry a line in the interim, with the 
personnel the Kings currently have at their disposal. 

“We hope that he can, yeah, he’s done a good job,” McLellan said of 
Lizotte. “There’s a combination of players that Lizzo makes better and 
they make him better and when some of that is missing it’s hard for him 
but it’s also hard for others. That’s hockey, that’s the way it goes, but he 
is a reliable guy. I have no problem putting him on the ice again and 
again because the one thing you can count on with him is everything he 
has. He’s not going to be perfect, there will be mistakes, but it will be by 
commission not omission.” 

Lizotte is currently skating on a line with Gabe Vilardi and Carl 
Grundstrom on the wings, forming what is currently the team’s third line 
with others out of the lineup. All three players have been regular third 
liners, or higher, throughout their career, but it’s just as of late that 
they’ve all been there together. 

Speaking with Vilardi – who is expected to check back in this evening – 
he complemented Lizotte’s work along the boards and down low, despite 
his size, as being something that stands out to him. 

“Yeah, him and Grunny hunt very hard on the forecheck,” Vilardi said. 
“With [Lizotte] especially, he’s very, very good with his stick down low, he 
can create separation. Obviously he’s a smaller guy but he can escape in 
the corner very well. With him, I just try and get open if he has it in the 
corner because he’s going to escape his guy and he’s gonna draw 
double coverage, which means that somebody is open.” 

Vilardi added that Grundstrom brings similar traits, which puts the onus 
on Vilardi to find the open space that is created as a result to try and 
capitalize off of it. As the team’s leading goalscorer, it’s potentially a way 
to get him into additional offensive opportunities. 

“Somebody’s going to be open and if that’s me, I’ve got to find that either 
that soft spot in the slot or if it’s just changing sides and changing point of 
attack. He’s very good in the corners.” 

The hope is that Vilardi’s addition alongside those two players can 
potentially jumpstart a bottom six that didn’t create much at 5-on-5 

against Ottawa. Against a team like Seattle, that is spread out more 
throughout the lineup than a typical top/bottom six deployment, it’ll be 
important to see an uptick from that part of the Kings lineup to match. 

Holiday Ice 

Lastly, Insiders, LA Kings Holiday Ice at L.A. Live will hold its seasonal 
grand opening prior to tonight’s game against Seattle. 

There will be a ceremonial ribbon cutting prior to tonight’s game between 
the Kings and Kraken and the outdoor skating runs through January 8. 
Insider Night on the Ice? Wouldn’t hate it……….. 

Back at it tonight at C Dot Arena. See you there! 
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Roster Moves: Kings recall Fagemo & Spence, assign Andersson to 
Ontairo 

 

By Zach Dooley 

November 29, 2022 

 

It’s game day, Insiders! A few roster moves this morning that will impact 
this morning’s skate for the Kings. 

The Kings have recalled forward Samuel Fagemo and defenseman 
Jordan Spence from the AHL’s Ontario Reign this morning. Additionally, 
the team has loaned forward Lias Andersson to Ontario. 

To first present the landscape, the Kings are without forwards Alex Iafallo 
and Brendan Lemieux in the longer-term, meaning definitely not available 
to play tonight, as well as forward Gabe Vilardi in the short term, who 
could play tonight, but is not a definite. Andersson filled in on Sunday but 
was tasked with a very difficult situation. He had not played a game at 
any level in two weeks, but was asked to play on Saturday with Ontario 
and Sunday with the Kings. On the backend, the Kings have seven 
available options as of this writing, but do have an open roster spot 
available to them. Insert Spence, who has more than deserved at the 
very least an NHL paycheck through his early-season play with the 
Reign. 

First on Spence, he’s certainly been pushing towards an NHL opportunity 
early in the season with AHL-Ontario. He found himself as one of the 
odd-men out after training camp, with his waiver-exempt status making 
him an easy player to assign to the AHL, with a glut of NHL-caliber 
defensemen at the organization’s disposal. Amongst defensemen, 
Spence ranks second in the AHL in assists and fourth in points, while 
skating on the team’s top defensive pairing and power-play unit, 
alongside Tobias Bjornfot. Spence was a bright spot when recalled last 
season, seamlessly fitting into the NHL game as he helped to fill the void 
created by numerous injuries on the blueline. Where he’s grown his 
game this year, as a sophomore, is on the defensive side of the puck. His 
offensive output clearly has not suffered, but he’s now being used on the 
penalty kill in Ontario and in the final minutes of games up a goal, 
situations that he wasn’t necessarily relied upon in last year. Reign Head 
Coach Marco Sturm called Spence an “NHL defenseman”, who the 
Reign were fortunate to have early in the season. More on Spence’s all-
around growth from a few weeks back HERE. Now, he’ll get a chance to 
skate with the NHL club and see where things go. 

For Fagemo, this will also be his first recall of the season. Fagemo was 
given an opportunity during training camp to skate with Phil Danault and 
Trevor Moore on the team’s second forward line, while Viktor Arvidsson 
recovered from offseason back surgery. Fagemo showcased himself well 
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in that spot, generating three shots on goal from the lone preseason 
game he played where those statistics were recorded. Arvidsson was 
eventually able to go right out of camp, so the point was moot, but seeing 
Fagemo thought of in that manner showed how highly he is viewed by 
the coaching staff here. During his limited action last season, he saw a 
bit of time on Anze Kopitar’s line, with the 22-year-old forward bringing a 
high-caliber shot and offensive instincts with him. Frequently skating on 
Ontario’s top forward line, Fagemo has recovered in full from a minor, 
early-season injury and is scoring goals at a nearly identical rate to last 
season, on pace for 27 goals over the full season. Four of his six goals 
have been power-play goals, tied for tenth in the AHL. Should a Vilardi 
not be able to go, or the Kings just want a different look, Fagemo is a 
player who would make sense to plug onto the wing of a third or fourth 
line tonight. 

Regarding Andersson, he made his season debut at the NHL level on 
Sunday against Ottawa. Andersson was thrown into a pretty difficult 
situation, as mentioned above with a lack of lead-up time, and entered 
into a game in which the Kings did not play well as a whole throughout 
the bulk of the first 40 minutes. By the time the team sorted things out, 
Andersson had just four shifts in the third period of a 2-2 game. At his 
best, Andersson has the ability to be a tenacious forechecker who can 
provide some energy and opportunities in a bottom-six role. He has the 
skill ton contribute offensively as well, as we’ve seen at points, and is a 
shootout specialist. Sometimes, that one shot may be the only one you 
get to remain in the lineup, however, in a league when each result 
matters and the Kings aren’t flowing smoothly as a group at 1-2-2 in their 
last 5 games. Todd McLellan touched on the concept of “pinch hitting” 
yesterday, found HERE. Andersson will re-join AHL-Ontario, where he’s 
been a first-line staple alongside Fagemo and center T.J. Tynan, with the 
Reign set to return to action on Friday. 

The Kings are on the ice in about 90 minutes in El Segundo, for morning 
skate in advance of tonight’s rematch against Seattle. The Kraken have 
gotten the best of the Kings in two early-season meetings and the Kings 
will look to avoid dropping another two points within the division here 
tonight. More to follow following today’s skate! 

From the team’s official release – 

Andersson, 24, made his Kings season debut this past Sunday against 
the Ottawa Senators, going scoreless with one shot on goal in 8:37 of ice 
time. Through 12 AHL games this season, the 6-1, 185-pound forward 
has registered nine points (5-4=9) to rank third among all Reign skaters 
in goals (5) and fourth in both assists (4) and points (9). Last season, he 
appeared in 20 games for the Kings, tallying two points (1-1=2) and 
added six points (6-0=6) in four outings with the Reign. In 110 career 
NHL games, the Smogen, Sweden native has posted 17 points (7-10=17) 
and 57 PIM (penalty minutes) with the Kings and New York Rangers and 
added 71 points (32-39=71) in 105 AHL games with the Reign and 
Hartford Wolf Pack. 

Fagemo, 22, has skated in 15 games with the Reign this season, earning 
eight points (6-2=8) to lead the club in goals (6) and power-play goals (4) 
while also ranking fifth in points. Last season, the 6-0, 200-pound forward 
made his NHL debut on Jan. 13 against Pittsburgh and appeared in four 
contests with the Kings. Selected by the Kings 50th overall in the second 
round of the 2019 NHL Draft, the Goteborg, Sweden native has 
registered 70 points (43-27=70) with a plus-9 rating and 44 PIM in 110 
career AHL games with Ontario. 

Spence, 21, has appeared in all 17 games for the Reign this season, 
recording 16 points (1-15=16) to lead club defensemen in assists (15) 
and points (16) while ranking second among all team skaters in both 
categories. Among AHL defensemen leaders, the 5-10, 180-pound 
blueliner ranks second in assists and shots (58) and fourth in points. 
Spence made his NHL debut with the Kings last season, appearing in 24 
games and earning eight points (2-6=8), while leading Kings rookie 
defensemen in time-on-ice per game (19:45). In his first professional 
season with the Reign in 2021-22, he posted 42 points (4-38=42) with a 
plus-18 rating and 28 PIM to lead AHL rookie defensemen in assists (38) 

and points (42) and earn AHL First All-Star Team and AHL All-Rookie 
Team honors. 
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Ducks’ miscue proves critical in OT loss to Predators 

Troy Terry’s third-period goal and John Gibson’s 39 saves help the 
Ducks secure a point on the road, but miscommunication between Trevor 
Zegras and Colton White leads to Nashville’s game-winner 

 

By LISA DILLMAN 

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — What Ducks coach Dallas Eakins called “honest 
miscommunication,” between Trevor Zegras and defenseman Colton 
White started a sequence leading to defenseman Roman Josi’s overtime 
goal, giving Nashville a 2-1 victory over the Ducks on Tuesday night. 

Josi’s goal came with 1:10 remaining in overtime and dealt the Ducks 
their first loss in overtime in four games. It was the first point for the 
Ducks on the road since Nov. 5 at San Jose. 

“We want to hang on to the puck there,” Eakins explained. “We just don’t 
want to throw it out of our zone. We’ve got it and Trevor was under 
pressure. The last look – that puck is either going to go back to 
(goaltender) Gibby (John Gibson) or that puck is going to go back to 
White. But White had started up the wall to start to get a change. 

“Literally when the puck was put back to Gibby, his head was turned for a 
split second and was out of his reach a little bit. Those are just mistakes. 
Those are not these, ‘Hey we’ve got to correct this, or correct that.’ 
Mistakes just happen in a game.” 

Said Ducks forward Max Jones: “We fight so hard to get back in these 
games and this isn’t the first time it’s happened to us and it’s tough. 
When you’re trying to figure out things as a team, those are the games 
you want to get on the other side of.” 

For two and a half periods, the Ducks couldn’t solve Predators goalie 
Juuse Saros. But at 10:39 of the third, Troy Terry’s wrist shot from the 
slot went in the net off the glove of Saros to tie it, 1-1. It was Terry’s 
team-leading 10th goal of the season. Assisting on his goal was 
defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk. The Ducks outshot the Predators 16-7 in 
the third period. 

“I thought I had better shots than the one I scored on tonight,” Terry said. 
“… That one I was able to carry it into the slot area and I knew I wasn’t 
going to be able to get all of my shot away because I had a guy on me. 
Something about it fooled him and it was able to go in. 

“It’s just a reminder that for myself I just need to keep on shooting-the-
puck thing.” 

Before Terry broke through, the Ducks had been unable to take 
advantage of the rusty Predators, whose last two games at Bridgestone 
Arena were postponed because of concerns created by a water main 
break in downtown Nashville. The break caused portions of the arena to 
be flooded. 

For the most part, the Ducks did what they’ve been striving to do away 
from Honda Center, play a more structured road game. Terry thought it 
was arguably one of their best road games of the year. 

“It’s hard to not get frustrated and that starts with myself,” Terry said. “I’ve 
been feeling it too and I need to not let it show. We just need to stop 
being frustrated and realize that we came into a hard building to play in, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • November 30, 2022 

 

on the road, and had our chances to win that game and still got a point. 
Once it gets to overtime, really anything can happen.” 

Said Eakins: “Gibby did a great job of doing his job in the second period. 
I thought we had an excellent third. 

“That’s how we have to play on the road. We talked about it before. It’s 
OK to have shifts where there’s not a lot going on. It’s OK to have a 
period where there’s not a whole lot going on. That’s how you want to 
play on the road. We ended up with no power plays tonight, which was 
unfortunate. But good to get a point. Some good building blocks and 
guys stayed with it. I thought our execution and our will in the third was 
excellent.” 

The lone goal through two periods was from Predators forward Colton 
Sissons, who now has nine points in 16 career games against the Ducks. 
His goal came at 10:04 of the second period as Sissons got in behind the 
defense and converted a centering pass from linemate Matt Duchene. 

One positive development for the Ducks was the return of defenseman 
Urho Vaakanainen. It was Vaakanainen’s first NHL regular-season game 
since last season’s finale on April 29 at Dallas and his first NHL 
appearance of any kind since he was injured in a preseason contest 
against San Jose on Sept. 30 at Honda Center. 
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State of the Ducks: Verbeek on what went wrong (a lot) in 1st quarter 

The GM would like to see better play from John Klingberg and more 
consistency from Trevor Zegras 

 

By LISA DILLMAN 

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — In his first full season as Ducks general manager, 
Pat Verbeek figured the team would be at .500 or close to it at this stage. 
Just past the first-quarter mark, those thoughts/hopes were wildly 
optimistic with the Ducks occupying last place in the NHL. 

Inevitably when a team struggles the way the Ducks have this season, 
questions will arise about the future of the coach. Last season, the Ducks 
exercised the option on the contract of Coach Dallas Eakins. Verbeek 
was asked Tuesday about the future of his coach and he answered 
noncommittally: “I haven’t even really thought of that. Dallas and the 
coaching staff’s mandate really has been the development of young 
players, than it was going to be more measured on wins and losses. 

“When I look at young players, in the minors, it usually takes them to 
Christmas to find their feet and so I’m looking at it the same way with a 
bunch of our young players here. … That’s what I’m looking at with the 
whole group. I’m giving them some runway to find themselves.” 

There will be continued evaluation of the coaching staff, just like a lot of 
players on the team, including defenseman John Klingberg, who hasn’t 
really met his potential. Verbeek brought in forwards Ryan Strome and 
Frank Vatrano on the first day of free agency, and he signed Klingberg to 
a one-year, $7 million contract at the end of July. 

“I’ve been fine with Strome and Vatrano,” Verbeek said. “Obviously 
Klingberg’s had a rougher go of it. … When I spoke to him, he really 
believes in himself and is betting on himself. Having said that, for his 
game, he’s been trying to do too much out there versus trying to keep 
things a little more simpler. 

“When he’s working the offensive blue line, and he’s trying to make that 
one extra move, instead of getting the puck to the net. The one time he 
does get the puck to the net and then it goes in the net for tying goal 

against Detroit. So those are the things I want to see out of him, a more 
simplistic game. 

“And finding the opportunity to join the rush when he can. He doesn’t 
have to lead the rush all the time. He can join the rush.” 

Verbeek used the word “roller-coaster” to describe the first quarter of the 
season and praised the team’s ability to come back in games. Of the 
Ducks’ struggling special teams, the penalty kill and power play, Verbeek 
said: “I hate to use the word terrible, but it’s close to there.” 

There have been more negatives than positives, overall. Has this led to 
many sleepless nights now that he’s in the GM chair? “No,” Verbeek 
said, later adding. “Do I get frustrated with certain things? Certainly. 
Mistakes that get made during the game, for sure, you get frustrated with 
that. I was a player once too, so I understand. I just expect the player to 
try and come up the next day when they do have tough games to come 
up and try to get better. 

“From that aspect, I’ve got a plan. I’ve laid out the plan, and I’m gonna 
follow the plan.” 

Verbeek primarily likes what he has seen from the team’s leading scorer 
Troy Terry and, of late, rookie Mason McTavish but noted issues with 
Trevor Zegras’ consistency. Verbeek later said that there is no plan to 
name a captain this season and might wait a year or two. 

“I think Troy Terry’s been outstanding, for us, starting to emerge and 
looks like a leader within our group,” Verbeek said. “Trevor’s game has 
been up and down. Some nights, really good. Some nights, I’d like to see 
him more impactful. And other nights he’s been great. For me, I’m 
looking for the consistency from him on a night-to-night basis. 

“I think Mason has earned his way, starting to earn his way into more ice 
time, starting to earn his way into more special teams as far as the power 
play, so that’s all good. Jamie (Drysdale), unfortunately, with his injuries, 
we’ll have to wait for a little while for him.” 

And what about the state of goaltender John Gibson? 

“Although his stats are not very good, I’ve been really happy with John,” 
Verbeek said. “He’s competing hard every night. He’s giving the team a 
chance to win every night. I’m not sure what else I can ask out of John 
Gibson.” 

One of the upsides of a down season is you can get a high draft choice, 
and in 2023, the draft has a potential franchise player at the top in 
Connor Bedard, and a couple of players who are projected as difference-
makers, and depth beyond that. The Ducks clearly are in a rebuild and 
when you’re in a rebuild, to put a difference-making piece into the puzzle 
is not the worst thing at all. 

“In order to be successful down the road, you have to have what I call 
franchise players,” Verbeek said. “You look at the Colorado Avalanche, it 
took them a while, probably 10 years to win the Stanley Cup. It also took 
the Tampa Bay Lightning about that amount of time too, to finally punch 
through and win a Stanley Cup. 

“At some point, you have to get impact players. You have to get 
difference-makers. And so the way that system is set up – it’s a kind of 
trade your way or sign free agents to turn the group around. 

“If you look at every franchise, all their key people are all signed for eight 
years. None of the top players are moving anywhere.” 

The draft and development process requires patience and the ability to 
stick to the plan. 

“Is it a quick process? No, it’s not.” Verbeek said. “And at times, it’s 
downright painful. But it’s the process. Along the way, you have just to 
make sure that you’re putting building blocks in place to build a good 
culture, to build winning habits. And those are important things as you go 
along in this process.” 
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Pat Verbeek says woeful Ducks still have ‘some runway to find 
themselves’ 

 

By Eric Stephens 

 

It bothers Pat Verbeek that the Ducks are losing a lot. This was a player 
whose “Little Ball of Hate” nickname was created out of his legendary 
competitiveness. 

But as a first-time general manager overseeing a rebuild — and, perhaps 
bigger, a huge transition into a new era — Verbeek is also pragmatic 
about the painful process that the franchise must ride out. Everyone 
needs to be on board. Its most ardent supporters included. 

History has shown him so. Colorado was once a bottom-feeder before it 
carried around the Stanley Cup in June. Tampa Bay wasn’t always a 
model NHL franchise. Even Pittsburgh had its low period between the 
Mario Lemieux-Jaromir Jagr and Sidney Crosby-Evgeni Malkin eras. 

“You look at the Colorado Avalanche,” Verbeek said. “It took them a 
while. Probably 10 years to compete for the Stanley Cup. It also took the 
Tampa Bay Lightning about that amount of time too to finally punch 
through and win a Stanley Cup. At some point, you have to get impact 
players. You have to get difference-makers. The way the system is set 
up, it’s not (conducive) to kind of trade your way or sign free agents to 
turn the group around. If you look at every franchise now, all their key 
people are all signed for eight years. None of the top, top, top players are 
moving anywhere. You have to build through the draft and through 
development in order to be successful. 

“Now, is it a quick process? No, it’s not. At times, it’s downright painful. 
But it’s the process. And along the way, you have to just make sure that 
you’re putting building blocks in place to build good culture, to build 
winning habits. And those are important things as you go along in this 
process.” 

At 6-15-1, the Ducks have the NHL’s worst record. On the path they’re 
currently going, this could be the worst season in their history. Worse 
than their expansion year in 1993-94. Worse, at least in a points 
percentage kind of way, than that forgettable, joyless 2020-21 pandemic 
season. They’ve never been at the very bottom to end a year. 

Verbeek knows there are plenty who would gladly tank this season for a 
shot at winning the draft lottery and adding a prized talent like Connor 
Bedard to the core being constructed. Don’t count him in that group. 
“Tanking” is something he despises, and he takes no joy in watching his 
team solemnly trudge off the ice. It isn’t good for the paying customers on 
the nights when they’re not competitive. 

But he’s confident that most will endure this rough period, the longest 
sustained drought since the NHL put a team in Orange County. 

“I feel we’ve communicated that very well to our fan base,” Verbeek said. 
“It’s not easy. It’s not easy for me to sit here and watch us lose. Because 
I’m as competitive as anyone. But I understand. Patience sometimes is 
the most important thing.” 

Verbeek is sticking with Dallas Eakins as his coach, opting so far to stay 
true to wanting a longer evaluation period with him by picking up his 
option year after taking over as GM midway through last season. Asked 
where he was on Eakins leading them and remaining behind the bench 
through the year, Verbeek didn’t box himself into a corner. 

“I haven’t even really thought of that,” he said. “To be honest with you, 
Dallas and the coaching staff’s mandate really has been the development 
of young players. It was going to be more measured (on that) than wins 
and losses. When I look at young players in the minors, it usually takes 
them to Christmas to find their feet. I’m looking at it the same way with a 

bunch of our young players here and looking for that as well, so they 
figure it out. 

“I guess that’s kind of where I’m looking with the whole group. I’m giving 
them some runway to find themselves.” 

As the Ducks are no longer tethered to the now-retired Ryan Getzlaf, 
Verbeek is continuing to task Eakins with the growth of a team that’s 
going to be fronted by leading scorers Troy Terry and Trevor Zegras 
along with young talents Mason McTavish and Jamie Drysdale. Eakins 
figures to close out his contract but whether he’ll be allowed to do so 
could hinge on their progression. 

They won’t see it in Drysdale, who could be lost for the season after 
undergoing shoulder surgery. But Terry has emerged as their best player 
with eight goals and 23 points in 22 games. Zegras is right behind with 
20 points as he navigates the process from a talented personality to 
being a top NHL star. McTavish is playing center more regularly and 
starting to find his offense on the top power-play unit. 

“I think Troy Terry’s been outstanding for us,” Verbeek said. “He’s 
starting to emerge, it looks like, as a leader within our group. Trevor, his 
game has been up and down. Some nights, really good. Some nights, I’d 
like to see him more impactful. And other nights he’s been great. For me, 
I’m looking for the consistency from him on a night-to-night basis from 
that aspect of his play. 

“I think Mason has earned his way. He’s starting to earn his way into 
more ice time. He’s starting to earn his way into more special teams as 
far as power play. That’s all good. Jamie, unfortunately with his injuries, 
we’ll have to wait for a little while for him.” 

In a 20-minute conversation, Verbeek hit on a few other topics as his club 
moved past the first quarter of the season. 

The kids aren’t regressing as the losing goes on 

The Ducks have given up the most goals (93) along with having the worst 
differential (minus-36). In short, they’re very bad defensively and it’s not 
all on a patchwork blue line that doesn’t have Drysdale and has been 
without John Klingberg for the last two games. The forward group hasn’t 
been consistent enough in their support game or defending in their own 
zone. 

While the offense has largely been limited to one consistent line, Verbeek 
isn’t concerned that players like Terry and Zegras are picking up bad 
habits and are regressing. Rather, he calls it a “rollercoaster” where 
every night is different, mistakes will be made and that those two and 
other young players still have plenty to learn. 

“It’s no different than a quarterback sitting at the offensive line looking at 
the defense and then go, ‘I know what they’re going to do here,’” Verbeek 
said. “It’s the same thing when you’re defending in your zone. It’s no 
different in the sense that this is what they’re trying to do. He’s starting to 
move here. I recognize this. This is how I have to do this coverage. 

“That takes time. It takes experience. It takes repetition. And, so, I’m not 
worried about that. What I worry about and what I care about most is that 
these players are competing and willing to defend. If they’re not willing to 
defend, then there’s issues.” 

How much is the system to be blamed? 

Too often, the Ducks don’t have all five players on the same page in a 
given shift or are unable to keep their lines and defense pairings in 
concert with each other from period to period. A well-oiled machine they 
are not. 

Verbeek seems to be leaning more toward players that aren’t executing 
what Eakins and his staff have in place instead of the system failing 
them. But he did express displeasure with power play and penalty killing 
which has been awful. Out of 32 teams, the power play is 31st while the 
penalty kill sits 32nd. 

“I hate to use the word terrible but it’s close to there,” the GM said. 
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“What I’m looking at, the systems are fine,” he said. “At the end of the 
day, it’s the execution of the players for the systems. If they keep making 
mistakes that cause breakdowns, it’s becomes a repetition thing.” 

First mentioning it on a team-produced podcast Monday, Verbeek 
reiterated that he thought the Ducks would be at .500 or near that. He 
didn’t like what he saw in their compete level for the first 10 games but 
feels that has increased since. He also believes there’s a trust, 
particularly with new players brought in last offseason, that hasn’t been 
built with it being most noticeable when defending. 

“I think the thing I want to see more of is consistency in overall effort,” he 
said. “Whether it’s five-on-five, whether it’s PK or whether it’s power play 
from the team. That’s kind of where you can start to see where this team 
can be potentially. They haven’t shown what they can do potentially 
because they haven’t been consistent on a night-by-night basis. 

“It’s been different each and every night as far as their effort. And it’s not 
so much from a work ethic standpoint but it’s more from a mindset and 
system effort.” 

The offseason additions haven’t made a difference 

With money he needed to spend and roster holes that needed to be 
filled, Verbeek had an active summer in signing center Ryan Strome, left 
wing Frank Vatrano and defenseman John Klingberg as free agents 
while also taking on some salary in adding blueliner Dmitry Kulikov 
through trade. 

None have particularly moved the needle. The most disappointing has 
been Klingberg, who has been one of the better offensive-minded 
defenders over his eight seasons in Dallas. The 30-year-old is on a one-
year, $7-million contract but hasn’t provided much value, scoring eight 
points in 20 games while owning a minus-12 rating that’s the worst on the 
team. 

“I’ve been fine with Strome and Vatrano,” he said. “Obviously, Klingberg’s 
had a rougher go of it. He’s a guy, when I spoke to him, that really 
believes in himself and is betting on himself. Having said that, I think for 
his game, he’s been trying to do too much out there versus trying to keep 
things a little more simpler. I’ve found a couple times in his game when 
he’s working the offensive blue line, he’s trying to make that one extra 
move instead of getting the puck to the net. And the one time he does get 
the puck to the net, it goes in the net for a tying goal against Detroit. 

“Those are the things I want to see him out of him. More simplistic game. 
And finding the opportunities to join the rush when he can. He doesn’t 
have to lead the rush all the time. He can join the rush.” 

Don’t look for a captain to be named this season 

Throughout their history, the Ducks have had a player wear the “C” on 
his chest. Troy Loney. Randy Ladouceur. Paul Kariya. Steve Rucchin. 
Scott Niedermayer. Chris Pronger. Getzlaf, of course, for the longest 
period. Even Teemu Selanne for a short spell. 

But they could go without one in 2022-23. Veterans Cam Fowler, Adam 
Henrique and Jakob Silfverberg have been the regular alternates, with 
some others occasionally donning an “A” early on. It feels like Verbeek 
wants to keep that open for one of the younger core players to earn at 
some point. McTavish has been mentioned as potential captain material. 
Terry is eager to be in the leadership group. 

“I’m not in any rush,” Verbeek said. “There’s still a lot of things to sort out 
here. There’s still lots of things to emerge. I’m still observing lots of things 
and there isn’t any rush for it. I can wait two years for this. It’s not the 
most important factor.” 

“I’m not sure what else I can ask out of John Gibson” 

A question last summer was whether Gibson was willing to stick out the 
Ducks’ rebuilding efforts. He’s still held in some esteem in some places 
when you go through the league. But he is 29 without a ton of support in 
trying to prop up a struggling team. It’s been that way for the last few 

years and his numbers in 2022-23 — 4-12-1, 4.14 goals-against average, 
.890 save percentage — are worse than ever. 

Within the nights where he’s allowed goals are the plethora of Grade-A 
chances he faces and the stops he does make that few goalies would 
have a chance at. Verbeek said he had a conversation with Gibson 
before the year and isn’t worried about his goalie’s mental outlook. 

“I know Dallas talks to him,” he said. “For me, I just say hello and just ask 
him how he’s doing. And he’s good. Really at the end of the day, 
although his stats are not very good, I’ve been really happy with John in 
the sense that he’s competing hard every night. He’s given the team a 
chance to win every night and I’ve been very happy from that aspect. 

“I’m not sure what else I can ask out of John Gibson.” 
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NHL99: Paul Kariya, dog on his chest, feet in water, is content away from 
hockey 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

TUSTIN, Calif. — Wyatt is a 10-year-old Maltese and at the moment, he 
is cradled in Paul Kariya’s lap and Kariya is feeding him snacks from a 
small bowl on the dinner table. We are sitting outdoors at Barolo’s, an 
Italian restaurant, popular with current and former Anaheim Ducks 
players — a one-stop destination for pregame meals because chicken 
parmigiana is always on the menu and portions are massive. Hockey 
players, even ones with Kariya’s dietary specificities, like enormous 
portions. 

Sitting beside Kariya is his longtime partner, Valerie Dawson, and the 
three of them — Paul, Val and Wyatt, the dog — are a tight-knit family 
unit. 

To really understand the current life and times of Kariya, a Hall of Fame 
player and No. 58 on The Athletic’s list of the 100 greatest players of the 
post-expansion era, you need to understand the role that Wyatt plays in 
his life, and in Val’s. 

The couple has a long list of dog-friendly hotels and restaurants that they 
patronize. When Wyatt attended Hall of Fame ceremonies in Toronto a 
few years back, he had his own seat on the plane that Kariya and Teemu 
Selanne chartered. Wyatt travels with Paul and Val wherever they go. 

“We’ve never left him with anyone else,” said Kariya. “He’s just part of 
our lives. He sleeps on my chest at night. When I go on a ski trip alone or 
visit my family in Vancouver and he’s not around, it’s difficult to sleep 
because I’m so used to having him around.” 

When Paul is away, who misses him more: Val or Wyatt? 

“Wyatt, unquestionably,” answers Kariya, with a laugh. “Val enjoys time 
away from me, but Wyatt doesn’t. We couldn’t imagine our lives now 
without Wyatt. We don’t have kids, so he’s our son. We don’t even 
consider him a dog. He’s part of the family.” 

Slim and fit, and today wearing jeans and a hoodie, Kariya is 48 but he 
could pass for a 25-year-old and naturally blends in with the lunchtime 
crowd. On this day, a young fan recognizes him and asks — not for an 
autograph — but for a selfie because it is 2022, after all. Kariya poses, 
exchanges a few pleasantries and then returns to the table. Does that 
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happen much anymore? No, answers Kariya, not around here. One of 
the things Kariya likes about life in Southern California is how he can 
mostly live his life in virtual anonymity. 

Never mind that he or long-time teammate Selanne are arguably the two 
most popular players in Ducks history, the only two to enter the Hockey 
Hall of Fame primarily because of their time spent playing together in 
Anaheim. 

Kariya played 15 seasons for four NHL teams — Anaheim, Colorado, 
Nashville and St. Louis — and scored 989 points in 989 regular-season 
games. He won the Lady Byng Trophy twice for sportsmanship, skill and 
gentlemanly conduct. He made three end-of-season first All-Star teams 
and two end-of-season second All-Star teams. He won a world hockey 
championship for Canada in 1994 and an Olympic gold medal in 2002. 

Much of his backstory is well-documented: How he was drafted by the 
Ducks in 1993 with the No. 4 pick. How the team slowly got better and, in 
2003, made it all the way to the Stanley Cup Final, only to lose to the 
New Jersey Devils in seven games. That was the year Scott Stevens 
leveled Kariya with a hit to the head so vicious that it knocked him 
unconscious. From that point on, Kariya endured his share of 
concussions and ultimately retired because of their lingering, enduring 
effects. 

It took two years for the fog to lift and for life to get back to normal, and 
Kariya put as much effort, research and diligence into his recovery as he 
did into his NHL career. He practiced yoga. He took up ballroom dancing 
because learning the intricate sequence of steps challenged his brain in 
ways that other more traditional activities didn’t. In his playing days, he 
juggled to improve eye-to-hand coordination. He became an avid surfer 
and gets out on the water, he estimates, about three times a week. 

According to longtime Ducks executive David McNab, Kariya was the 
perfect player at the perfect time for a new franchise — back when they 
were the Mighty Ducks and were named after a Disney movie. 

“Right away, he brought respect and credibility to the franchise,” said 
McNab. “Remember, this was the Gretzky era in Los Angeles. In a place 
— Southern California — where there’s a star system, Paul was a star 
right off the bat, a star that everybody could relate to. 

“Teemu came later, and they complemented each other so well. But 
Paul, by then, was already established. For the Anaheim Mighty Ducks to 
get someone like Paul was a phenomenal break. He brought speed and 
talent in an era when people mostly respected size and toughness. 
Everybody loved Paul because of what he was. His personality, his 
professionalism. His dedication. He was great with young players. He 
gave the franchise a hero, someone the fans could relate to and love. I 
don’t know if this franchise succeeds the way it did without that perfect 
player.” 

Paul, Val and Wyatt. (Courtesy Paul Kariya) 

Kariya is private and lives a low-key life, occasionally dabbling in hockey 
matters when asked by Ducks owner Henry Samueli. That happened last 
spring, with Kariya joining the Ducks’ search committee for a new general 
manager. Kariya invested two months into the project and made it a 
priority. 

Many of Kariya’s surfing buddies and friends — from Rob Blake to Joe 
Sakic — run NHL teams, but that job has no specific appeal to Kariya. 
Nor does joining the NHL in what a lot of people believe would be the 
perfect role for him — director of player safety. The possibility that Kariya 
would have the perfect blend of smarts and experience to run player 
safety gets raised constantly on social media and website threads. 

The only problem is … 

“That’s not something I’d be interested in,” said Kariya. “That’s a very 
difficult job. Fifty percent of the people are going to disagree with you 
strongly every single time. In order to do something like that, you’re in a 
controversial position every time you act — and that’s not me. It’s not 

something I want to be doing. Whether I get more or less involved in 
hockey is a different issue than that.” 

And when I raised the possibility of helping the team in a consulting 
capacity, if making a full-time commitment doesn’t work in his life, Kariya 
said, “If I were doing something, I would want to do it 100 percent. So, for 
me, that is why I’m not involved directly. Because it has to be 100 
percent — and then Wyatt and Val wouldn’t be happy with me. It’s a big 
commitment. A lot of players, when they retire, want to get into scouting, 
or coaching. To me, whatever the job is — manager, coach, director of 
player personnel — you have to invest more time in it than you did as a 
player to do that job properly. 

“Players have the easiest job — by far — and the most enjoyable. You’re 
playing a game. I consider that I never worked a day in my life. I enjoyed 
all the things that some guys didn’t enjoy — like the off-ice training, the 
working out in the summer. The playing? Obviously, I loved it. Everything 
about it, it didn’t feel like a job. But if you’re going to be a coach and 
watch six or seven hours of video after a game, that would be work. I 
don’t know if I would enjoy that.” 

Kariya grew up in a household of five children, the son of Sharon and 
Tetsuhiko, and there were no family pets. Kariya remembers once, the 
family getting a chance to dog-sit for a neighbor, and everyone was 
enchanted by the experience. Sharon Kariya took caring to a new level 
— buying and then frying up chicken livers for their temporary pet. 

But when the kids gently asked if there was any chance that they could 
get a dog of their own, the answer was a firm no. 

It wasn’t until Paul met Val, who grew up in a family with pets, that 
adopting a dog of their own was a real possibility. 

“When I turned pro and you’re living by yourself, it’s impossible to look 
after a dog,” said Kariya. “But Val’s sister had a Maltese and whenever 
Val walked in the room, it was like it was her dog. Every time we left, the 
dog would follow Val out the door and didn’t want anything to do with 
anyone else. That went on for a couple of years. 

“Val’s sister had two small children. Malteses, in general, don’t want to be 
around children. They are kind of bred to be a single person’s dog, or two 
people in a household. So, the dog basically adopted Val and eventually 
we adopted the dog. This was when I was in St. Louis — and we only 
had her one year, and she passed away because of some health issues. 
We waited another year and then we got Wyatt.” 

As a child, Kariya took Japanese lessons but eventually convinced his 
parents to let him drop out of classes, since they took place on weekends 
when he was otherwise occupied with sports. 

“But if I could go back now, I wish I’d stuck with it,” said Kariya. “I learn 
Japanese on my phone now. It would have been important to learn a 
second language, and your parents are doing the right thing there, but as 
a child, that’s the last thing you want to be doing on a Saturday morning.” 

But while his parents let the Japanese lessons slide, they mostly ran a 
strict household — and Kariya says he wouldn’t have had it any other 
way. He learned a lot of life lessons from the disciplined way in which he 
was raised. 

“Warren Buffett says, ‘No is the most underused and important word in 
the English language.’ I like no,’” said Kariya, smiling again. “We never 
had any junk food or desserts in the house. Remember Fruit Roll-ups? 
When those came out and my friends would have them for snacks, oh, 
my God, they looked so enticing. But now, as an adult, when you go 
grocery shopping, all the stuff that as a kid, you think, I’ve gotta have it, I 
don’t want it now. 

“Except maybe Fruity Pebbles. Sometimes, we’ll go on a streak where 
we have cereal and buy Fruity Pebbles.” 

A typical day for Kariya begins with breakfast and an early morning 
workout six out of every seven days. In retirement, he’s spent a lot of 
time studying investment and handles the finances for family members. 
So, he’ll spend an hour or two looking at investment papers and stock 
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apps, break for lunch, take Wyatt for a walk, stretch, do some yoga and 
then have dinner. 

Three of those six mornings, weather permitting, he likes to get out on 
the water and surf, something that he started learning during the 2004-05 
NHL lockout. The NHL eventually lost that entire season because of the 
labor dispute. 

“But in the beginning, we were still hoping to play,” said Kariya, “so we’d 
rent ice for maybe three days a week and on the off days, we’d surf. 
There were probably 15 or 16 NHL players doing it. The L.A. guys would 
come up, and we’d meet. Joe Sakic. Keith Carney. Mike LeClerc. Rob 
Niedermeyer. We had a huge crew of guys. 

“Surfing’s a difficult sport to master. It’s one of those sports you could do 
for the rest of your life and never call yourself a master. I love the 
physicality of it. There’s a lot of paddling involved. I swam competitively 
as a child. Reading the ocean, understanding the waves, it’s a science. 
Some guys can do it blindfolded but when you’re beginning, it’s a whole 
different challenge. The ocean’s constantly moving and constantly 
changing. It’s never the same. And so, it was just a very appealing sport 
to try.” 

Kariya learned to surf mostly by trial and error. 

“Random guys would help out,” he said. “There was nothing formal. 
Surfing’s not like golf or a sport where you get an instructor and you work 
on your swing. There are hockey players who surf, and it was just their 
time to chill. They wouldn’t even catch a wave. It’s an amazing 
experience to be sitting in the ocean and have dolphins swim by you that 
you can touch — or see a shark. 

“Less amazing. But you’re in nature. Seals come by. It’s a very peaceful, 
serene atmosphere — and different from a sport where you’re trying to 
reach a goal, like getting a lower golf handicap. Surfing’s not like that. 
We’d have as much fun going out for breakfast after, as we did surfing.” 

Kariya is careful to stipulate that he is not “Riding Giants” or otherwise 
trying to catch the forbidding waves you see in some surfing 
documentaries. 

“California’s waves are much smaller than what you’re thinking about,” he 
said. “Where we learned and where we surf would be like a beginner’s 
surf. We all learned on longboards. Then we started doing stand-up 
surfing, which as a training exercise for hockey, is incredible. You’re 
basically on a bosu ball, for two hours, with a paddle in your hand. Your 
forearms and your shoulders and your core get really strong. 

“Even now, when I’m retired, and I don’t have to worry about getting 
injured, I still surf small waves. It’s not about trying to get the biggest 
wave. It’s about being in nature and getting good exercise. There’s a 
spiritual element to it. It’s very addictive. It’s like running and getting that 
runner’s high. Most surfers will tell you they’re a better person coming out 
of the water than they were before going in.” 

In reflecting back on his playing career, Kariya calls the 2002 Olympic 
gold medal in Salt Lake City, “one of the greatest experiences of my life. 
My mom was there. Val was there. As a kid, if someone had said, ‘You’re 
going to play on a line with Mario Lemieux and Steve Yzerman,’ I’d be 
like, ‘No chance.’ It was just an incredible experience to be part of that 
team.” 

What else about his hockey career does he remember fondly? 

“I don’t often think about things in my past unless I’m asked about them,” 
he answered. “But with every year that goes by, I’m more grateful for all 
the experiences I had — what I’ve been able to see and do. To see the 
world. To represent my country. To make a great living playing a game I 
loved. 

“If I could go back to when I was 6 or 7 years old and someone had told 
me, ‘This is going to be your life,’ there’s no way I would have believed 
it.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.30.2022 

1207282 Websites 

 

NHL99: Zdeno Chara, the tallest player in NHL history, got looked down 
on early 

 

Sarah Jean Maher 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Chris Pryor remembers heading up to Prince George, B.C., to get an up-
close look at Zdeno Chara, the Islanders’ tall, gangly third-round pick 
from the 1996 NHL Draft. 

Pryor particularly recalls a conversation he had with the 19-year-old late 
one night over pizza. 

“We’re sitting at the table and he goes, ‘Chris, what do I need to do to be 
among the greatest NHL defensemen?'” recalls Pryor, former Islanders 
director of player development and current assistant GM of the Penguins. 

“I’m looking at him like, ‘Z, let’s just take it one step at a time here.’ But 
that’s not him boasting. That’s not him being arrogant. That’s not him 
thinking he’s better than anybody else. That was his goal — not only to 
play, but to have an impact on the game. If you know the guy, he set the 
standard, that’s what he strives for: To be the best and to make himself 
the best he could. And he did it.” 

But long before the towering defenseman would stamp his spot among 
the game’s best with a remarkable career that spanned 24 seasons and 
1,680 games — one of leadership and longevity that saw him captain the 
Boston Bruins to a Stanley Cup and one that places him at No. 57 on 
The Athletic’s list of the greatest players of the post-expansion era — 
Chara realized he had a problem. 

His height was getting in the way. Coaches in his native Slovakia even 
encouraged him to quit because of it. 

“There were different forms of communication to me or my dad or my 
family basically saying, ‘Look, he’s going to be really tall. He might not be 
suitable for hockey. Maybe you should look somewhere else to be active 
or play sports,’” Chara told The Athletic. “And I didn’t like it. I enjoyed 
playing hockey.” 

Chara says he was as young as 12 when he realized he was outgrowing 
his classmates and teammates. He didn’t know he’d end up 6-foot-9, the 
tallest player in NHL history, but he knew it was costing him 
opportunities. 

“I was cut every year and I had to play for a lower division and away from 
my hometown teams just to keep playing hockey, and that was very 
tough,” Chara said. “At the time, you don’t see much of a light at the end 
of the tunnel. It’s like, ‘Why am I doing this?'” 

Chara knew he couldn’t do anything about his height, so he put in more 
hours than everyone around him to become the player he wanted to be. 
His father, Zdeněk, an Olympic Greco-Roman wrestler who competed 
until he was 47, taught him the value of work. 

“I always enjoyed doing the extra and I always believed in it,” Chara said. 
“It’s something that might not show right away or see the result right 
away but over the course of time, if you don’t give up, it will pay you 
back.” 

From his WHL stint to the end of his storied NHL career, that desire to 
work harder helped lay the fabric for the celebrated legacy Chara left 
behind. He never let his early adversity get to him; it fueled him. 
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“I guess there’s lots of stubbornness or competitive ego, I don’t know,” 
Chara said with a chuckle. “I guess I love doubt. I love being challenged.” 

Frustrated with the lack of opportunity in his home country, Chara spent 
some time with HC Sparta Praha in Prague, where he felt he’d have a 
better opportunity to showcase his skills. From there, he made the jump 
to the WHL. 

The season he spent in Prince George gave him the chance to get used 
to the English language, the North American style of hockey, the travel 
and living away from home. 

Stan Butler, his coach with the Cougars, has a vivid memory of his first 
sight of Chara at Prince George Airport. 

“He got off the plane, and I thought ‘This guy is bigger than 99 percent of 
the basketball players I ever coached,'” said Butler, who at one time was 
a physical education consultant for the Scarborough Board of Education. 
“We had to find him clothes that fit in Northern B.C. and it’s not like we’re 
downtown Toronto, right?” 

The WHL had never seen a player of his stature. So while Chara 
adjusted to the North American game, the game adjusted to him, starting 
with equipment that fit properly. 

“The famous story was that we didn’t have a jersey that would fit him so 
they had to get two jerseys and sew pieces of them together,” Butler 
said. “His stick was too short. It used to come to his belly button. So then 
we had to get extensions.” 

During Chara’s first week, Butler received a call one morning from his 
billets, Irv and Barb Mann, letting them know they had “a problem.” They 
had cooked a chicken for a family dinner the night before and Chara had 
eaten the whole chicken, thinking it was for him. 

“So after that, we paid them double the rest of the year because he ate 
so much food,” Butler said. 

Chara also had a difficult time comfortably sitting on the bus during the 
WHL’s incredibly long road trips. 

“A lot of the times he’d have to sit right behind me because he’s a first-
year player,” Butler said. “And I remember a couple times, I’m sitting 
there, looking under my feet and his feet are out farther than mine.” 

On the ice, Chara was unpolished and, of course, imposing. But his 
skating needed improvement and his stickhandling was rough. 

“He was athletic, but he was raw,” Butler said. “You could tell there was 
potential but there was work to be done.” 

But Chara’s height also had its advantages, notably his strength and 
reach, which caught the attention of then-Islanders GM Mike Milbury. 

“His reach radius was just phenomenal,” Milbury said. “The only time he 
got in trouble was when guys got in tight to him. 

“Certainly, one-on-one he was stronger than just about everybody he 
went up against. He had to work on balance to a certain extent, but you 
know, his reach was there, his strength was there. And his decision-
making became better and better over time.” 

Chara’s toughness was apparent early. He got into a fight mere seconds 
into his first WHL game against Seattle. He took down Thunderbirds 
veteran Paul Ferone — “one of the toughest guys in the league,” 
according to Butler — fellow blueliner Shane Belter and Portland’s Joey 
Tetarenko within his first few contests. 

“Z would fight everybody,” Butler said. “Anybody who wanted to take a 
piece of him, he would step up to the challenge.” 

At 6-foot-9, he had a target on his back. It was something he had 
prepared for. 

“I had a little talk from (fellow Slovak and Cougars teammate) Ronald 
Petrovicky,” Chara said. “He said I have a good challenge because of my 
height. It’s just the natural way here when you’re big, they expect you to 

fight so I knew that was coming and I was ready for it. I knew I had to 
obviously fight, not just fight for the sake of fighting, but just to prevent 
people from taking shots at me.” 

In transitioning to the NHL game, with stops in the AHL along the way, 
Chara learned to play the way members of the Islanders organization 
taught him to play: be simple, tough, use your size and your reach. 

“They worked with me on that daily,” Chara said. 

But above all, it was Chara’s work ethic that impressed. “I’ve never seen 
a guy that worked so hard for so long. And he did it every day,” Milbury 
said. “And he’s been dedicated to his craft since the first time I’ve known 
him.” 

“He took one-timers forever and ever every day,” remembered Doug 
Houda, Chara’s former Islanders teammate and later assistant coach 
with the Bruins. “Or if it was quick feet drills, he just was trying to perfect 
everything. He wouldn’t be happy with his shot the next day, he’d be out 
there working on it. If he got shots blocked, he’d be out there working on 
it. Because he’s got a longer stick, maybe sometimes he gets more shots 
blocked, but he’d be out there working on it, trying to get pucks through. 
Depending on what happened in the game the night before, he’d be out 
there the next day working on it.” 

“I guess that was kind of my thing,” Chara said. “If we had a practice at 
the end of a game or some sort of optional bike ride or something and 
they call it ‘extra’ and they saw 80 percent of people, well that’s not really 
the extra because everybody else does it. If I want to be the extra, or do 
the extra, I did more. … They did one session on the ice, maybe one 
session off the ice. Well, I did maybe two sessions on the ice and one 
session off the ice, or maybe one session on the ice and two sessions off 
the ice. So I did morning, afternoon and late at night. That’s when I knew 
I was doing the extra.” 

Butler took note of Chara’s early offensive potential in junior, letting Pryor 
know during his visit to Prince George that he was more than just a stay-
at-home defenseman. But Milbury didn’t anticipate him being a power-
play player. He had a hard slap shot — eventually setting the NHL record 
at 108.8 mph at the 2012 All-Star Skills Competition — but it took him a 
while to wind up. 

The Islanders drafted Chara thinking he’d be a top-four, penalty-killing 
defenseman. For four seasons in Long Island, he leaned into that role. 
His big, tough exterior was obvious, but his ability to handle the puck and 
make plays was underrated and underappreciated, Pryor said. When he 
was sent to the Ottawa Senators as part of a trade for Alexei Yashin 
ahead of the 2001-02 season, the contending Islanders were hoping to 
make headway in the playoffs. It didn’t work out that way. 

“In the end, Ottawa got the better end of the deal, and that’s the end of 
that story,” Milbury said. “If we had seen him as an offensive player, 
maybe he’d have still been in an Islanders uniform.” 

During a four-year stint in Ottawa, Chara continued to work on his 
offensive game as part of a system Senators coach Jacques Martin 
encouraged — defensemen jumping up to support the offense, getting 
more opportunity on the power play. It was new to Chara, save for some 
experience playing forward back in junior in Slovakia, but he enjoyed 
scoring goals and playing in all situations. And like everything he set out 
to master, he was good at it. 

After signing with the Bruins as a free agent in 2006, Chara crawled up 
the ranks of the NHL’s elite as a No. 1 defenseman tasked with shutting 
down the league’s top players. While most could play two or three feet in 
front of other defensemen, they had to be aware of his long stick at all 
times. On the forecheck, players had to go around him because of how 
big his wingspan was. In the middle of the ice, he was the pillar — 
literally and figuratively — of a good penalty-killing forecheck. 

Going up against the game’s top players night after night was something 
he enjoyed. 
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“It was very hard, but it was something I was looking forward to, just to 
have that matchup with somebody who is the best in the world on the 
other team,” Chara said. “It was always a measuring stick every night, 
you should measure yourself against somebody on the other side who is 
really, really good at what he does.” 

Looking back on his 14 seasons as Bruins captain, there are many 
standout moments that define his jump from “good” to “great.” There was 
his first fight as a Bruin against Chicago’s 6-foot-6 David Koci after ex-
coach Dave Lewis had forbidden him to fight the season prior. His Norris 
Trophy in 2009. His presence on the ice during Boston’s 2013 Game 7 
rally over the Maple Leafs, when he fired a one-timer on goaltender 
James Reimer before Brad Marchand nabbed the rebound. Or when he 
screened Reimer ahead of Patrice Bergeron’s tying goal, monitoring the 
left point while Bergeron capped off the comeback in overtime. 

The captain, the coach and the GM from the 2011 Cup champs, a shared 
history forever bonding them. 

In my latest, Zdeno Chara’s Bruins legacy, as told by Claude Julien and 
Peter Chiarelli : 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/iKgPSeJXip 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) September 20, 2022 

It’s no surprise Chara had the makings of an NHL captain, with his desire 
to take charge, to take responsibility, to go above and beyond on and off 
the ice, to not give up on the matchup, to never back down on a fight, to 
improve incrementally year after year. Leadership was just another asset 
that fueled Chara. 

As he said in his NHL retirement speech in late September: “I loved 
being relied on.” 

“You know what? He wants to be the guy,” Houda said. “And I think that’s 
what makes him special.” 

Was being “the guy” easier at 6-foot-9? Maybe, but that’s not to discredit 
his standout work ethic. 

Dating to his conversation with Pryor as a WHL rookie, Chara set out to 
impact the game, and ultimately did as the game’s tallest player, and 
perhaps one of the hardest workers ever. 

“I’ve been around the game for a long time. I’ve seen guys that work 
hard. I have yet to see a guy who’s worked harder than him,” Pryor said. 
“You don’t find guys who get out of practice, go home and hop on the 
bike for three hours. You don’t find guys who are 6-9 who hop on the bike 
in the summer and go on the Tour de France. You don’t find guys who 
are 6-9 who climb Mount Kilimanjaro . You don’t see guys do pull-ups 
who are 6-9, 250. It’s freakish, his work ethic. It doesn’t come around. I’m 
not saying there aren’t dedicated athletes — for sure there are workers 
who are dedicated, who work hard — but I’d be hard-pressed to find 
anybody who works harder than him in any sport.” 

Now that he’s retired, the NHL’s all-time leader in games played by a 
defenseman has surely earned a break from that hard work. One has to 
wonder whether he’ll take it. 
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Ten NHL stars everyone has to love (and the fans who hate them 
anyway) 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

Heading into last night’s action, there had been 762 skaters and 74 
goalies that had appeared in at least one NHL game this season. That’s 

well over 800 names, ranging from big stars to no-names, grizzled 
veterans to fresh-faced rookies, guys with personalities and lots who 
never say a word, and everything in between. 

Can we find just 10 that everyone likes? 

Good luck. Hockey fans are notoriously difficult to please, which is a nice 
way of saying we’re all crusty jerks who are simmering with rage at all 
times, all carrying a long list of players we’re sworn to never forgive for 
some sin we don’t even remember. You like your own team, sometimes, 
but that’s about it. Maybe there’s one or two guys on other teams that 
you respect, or even like. 

But 10? Forget it. 

Well, I love a challenge. The last time I did this was back in 2019, and the 
results were mixed. I managed to come up with a few names that most of 
you seemed to agree on, including Henrik Lundqvist and Patrick Marleau. 
Both of those guys have rudely retired, so I can’t use them again. In fact, 
I’m going to go one further. This time around, I can’t use anyone who 
made the list back in 2019. That means still-active names like Patrice 
Bergeron, Marc-Andre Fleury and Phil Kessel are off the table too. This is 
going to be impossible. 

That’s never stopped me before, so let’s do this. Ten active players, 10 
reasons why we should all like them, and 10 exceptions that prove the 
rule. 

Claude Giroux 

Why almost everyone loves him: I had Giroux as an honorable mention 
last time, when he was coming off a point-a-game season and was just 
one year removed from a fourth-place Hart finish. Since then, he’s shifted 
from being a legitimate superstar to a diminished-but-still-productive 
veteran in the twilight of his career. That’s not great for his numbers, but 
it helps his likability case a ton, as does his OGWAC status. Flyers fans 
still love him, he was a deadline rental for last year’s most 
‘bandwagonable’ team, and then he signed as a free agent with his 
hometown Senators, a team that’s fun yet pleasantly non-threatening. At 
this point in his career, Giroux checks pretty much all of the boxes. 

Well, except for: I suppose there may still be some Penguins fans who 
still hold grudges from his days as a Flyer, including that one weird week 
where people were saying he was better than Sidney Crosby. Other than 
that, I think he’s a safe pick. 

Cale Makar 

Why almost everyone loves him: He’s freaking good. Not just good good, 
but historically good. And he’s wildly fun to watch, almost as if a young 
Paul Coffey or Brian Leetch got teleported out of a high-scoring era into 
this one and just decided to get 80 points a year anyway. 

Also, he was drafted with the fourth overall pick in 2017, after the 
Avalanche finished dead last and then dropped three spots because the 
lottery gods hate them, so he’s proof that losing a lottery doesn’t mean 
you won’t get a franchise player. I’m just mentioning that for all the teams 
that will be openly tanking by mid-December. 

Well, except for: Kirby Dach, I’m guessing. And pretty much anyone else 
who has to stop him, or root for a team that’s trying, although you’d like to 
think that’s only temporary. In the bigger picture, it’s possible that Makar 
becomes so dominant that everyone gets sick of him winning the Norris 
every year. We’re not there yet, so let’s enjoy this while we can. 

David Pastrnak 

Why almost everyone loves him: He’s one of the most dynamic young 
stars in the league, one who’s in the middle of a monster season. Maybe 
more importantly, he has some actual personality. Granted, that’s relative 
in a league where everyone is so boring just that wearing a hat makes 
you stand out, but we’ll take what we can get. 
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Best of all, Pastrnak’s a free agent after this season and hasn’t signed an 
extension yet, which means he might be on your team next year. Look, it 
could happen. 

Well, except for: He’s a Bruin, which makes things tougher on fans of 
rivals like Montreal and Toronto, and you might start to resent him if 
Boston continues to roll over everyone in the league like they have for 
the first two months. Also, he doesn’t like candy corn, so adjust your 
priors accordingly. 

Jason Robertson 

Why almost everyone loves him: Look at him! He’s 23 but looks 14 and 
seems to always be smiling. He’s so innocent and harmless and 
adorable that you just want to pat him on the head and then whoops, he 
just lit up your team for a hat trick. 

Well, except for: I’m not sure there could possibly be anyone … yet. 
Robertson’s the relatively rare example of a player who’s been dominant 
since day one despite not being a first-round pick. That means he didn’t 
come into the league with a ton of hype, and even his Calder runner-up 
rookie season still let you feel like he was an underappreciated story. But 
now that he’s in year three and is putting up Art Ross numbers, it feels 
inevitable that some sort of resentment will kick in soon. For now, though, 
he’s an easy call for the list. 

Joe Pavelski 

Why almost everyone loves him: I don’t like to double up on the same 
team in these pieces, but I’m not sure how you can leave either 
Robertson or Pavelski off the list. With Joe Thornton apparently done, 
Pavelski takes over the title of the league’s single-best ‘Old Guy Without 
a Cup’ story. He’s been around forever, he’s come agonizingly close, and 
he’s still putting up great numbers at the age of 38. What’s not to like? 

Well, except for: OK, there is his unfortunate habit of spearing dudes in 
the nads. Colorado fans in particular seem to hold a grudge over this one 
on Nathan MacKinnon in 2020, and considering that was the third time in 
Pavelski’s career that he eliminated Colorado from the playoffs, it’s hard 
to blame them. 

Anze Kopitar 

Why almost everyone loves him: Three players redefined the role of the 
two-way center in the cap era. Jonathan Toews was on my original list 
way back in 2013, and Patrice Bergeron was on the 2019 edition. That 
leaves Kopitar, still churning out solid numbers for a Kings team that he 
led to two Cups and then stuck with through a rebuild. We’ll save the 
debate about who was better for another day, but Kopitar leads Toews 
and Bergeron in career points by a solid margin. He’s probably headed 
for the Hall of Fame, Kings fans will tell you he’s an obvious lock and 
they have a good case. But more importantly, you can’t love hockey 
without appreciating his skillset. 

Well, except for: You don’t win as many playoff rounds as Kopitar and the 
Kings have without ticking off a few teams along the way. But does any 
of that still linger years later? (Remembers that he’s the guy that’s still 
mad about a missed high-sticking call in 1993.) Probably, yeah. 

Mark Stone 

Why almost everyone loves him: He’s got the wild hair and a big smile 
and an almost frightening amount of enthusiasm. Seriously, he could 
tone it down just a little before he blows out a teammate’s rotator cuff 
with one of those windmill high-fives. But that’s still better than most of 
the dead-eyed stars shrugging their way through this league. 

Another factor: For years, he was the two-way force whose impact on the 
game was widely underrated, so you looked like you knew what you were 
talking about if you mentioned him as one of the best wingers in the 
league. He’s not really underrated anymore, but you can still show some 
loyalty to a guy who made you look smart. 

Well, except for: He’s a Golden Knight with a big cap hit, meaning he’s at 
least indirectly responsible for how mad you get whenever Vegas adds 
another superstar who doesn’t fit under the cap. 

Hey what about… 

Before we wrap it up, let’s mention a few names you may have been 
expecting to see. 

Johnny Gaudreau: He’s always been a likeable enough guy, but I can’t 
put anyone on the list who just left his long-time team in free agency. 
There’s nothing wrong with what Gaudreau did, mind you. But there’s 
also nothing wrong with Flames fans being bitter enough about that it 
tanks Gaudreau’s likability rating for a year or two at least. 

Zach Parise: He’s a classic OGWAC who’s showing us he can still play a 
bit at the age of 38. I’m not sure why’d you dislike him, unless you’re the 
Wild’s capologist. 

Leon Draisaitl: I’m not listing Connor McDavid because I had him on my 
list three years ago, which may or may not hold up well. But does anyone 
dislike Draisaitl? 

Brent Burns: He’s big and goofy and has a silly beard. It was fun five 
years ago and it’s still fun now, although whether him being on the 
Hurricanes makes him more likable or less is a matter of perspective. 

Mark Giordano: Another solid OGWAC, and he’s basically playing for the 
minimum wage to try to help his hometown team end a Cup drought. But 
that team is the Maple Leafs, and I realize that’s a hard no for a lot of 
you. 

Brad Marchand: He’s shown a good sense of humor on social media, 
and I think enough time has passed that we can forget the time that he … 
no, I’m obviously kidding, I just wanted to see if you were still paying 
attention. 

Eric Staal: Another veteran chasing a Cup, although in this case, it would 
be his second. Staal hasn’t been productive in his Florida comeback, and 
it’s possible we’ve tilted into the awkward “one year too long” territory, but 
you can still appreciate his impressive career. 

Craig Anderson: He’s not a star anymore, and it might even be news to 
you that he’s still playing. But the league’s oldest player is having a 
decent season in Buffalo, and his story (including his wife’s battle with 
cancer) is one worth appreciating. 

Carey Price: Technically he’s still active, but it just doesn’t sound like 
we’ll see him again. Here’s hoping I’m wrong on that. 

Pretty much any goalies at all, actually: Yeah, I don’t have any on my list, 
which wasn’t intentional but makes sense. Goalies can be tough to warm 
up to because they wear masks, their whole job is preventing fun, and 
every single one of them is an enormous weirdo. There have been some 
lovable ones over the years, but I already used Fleury last time and 
Roberto Luongo and Henrik Lundqvist have retired, so I don’t want to 
force it. 

Tage Thompson: Honestly, give it one more year and we might be there. 

Trevor Zegras: He’s a ridiculous amount of fun, but if you think he’s 
universally liked then you don’t know many of the sorts of old-school 
hockey fans who get mad at creativity. (And if so, you’re doing something 
right, because those guys are the worst.) 

Your favorite player: He stinks and the rest of us all hate him, sorry you 
had to find out this way. 

OK, three more names to take this home… 

Steven Stamkos 

Why almost everyone loves him: He began his career as a first pick and 
anointed saviour of a struggling franchise, and won two Rocket Richard 
trophies in his first four years in the league. That could have set him on 
the path to resentment because hockey fans hate successful players who 
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aren’t on their favorite team. But his bad luck with injuries, including the 
broken leg that cost him a spot at the 2014 Olympics, added a layer of 
pathos to his story. The 2020 playoffs cemented that, as he was too hurt 
to play in his team’s Cup run until the final, when he returned for one 
game and scored a dramatic goal. Since then, he’s spent the last two 
seasons reminding us that he’s still one of the most productive offensive 
forces in the league when he’s healthy. 

Well, except for: Lots of fans don’t like the Lightning because of their two 
Cups and salary cap shenanigans, but I don’t get the sense that any of 
that seems to stick to Stamkos. There was some sore-loser bitterness 
from a few fan bases over his short-lived 2016 free agency, but surely 
even the biggest homer can admit that he made the right choice back 
then. Other than that, I can’t imagine anyone not liking the guy. OK, fine, 
anyone but Islanders fans. 

Erik Karlsson 

Why almost everyone loves him: There aren’t many players who’ve been 
more fun to watch over the course of their careers, as Karlsson had more 
than a few seasons as the best offensive blueliner in the game. That led 
to some grumbles from old-timers who still think a defenseman’s job is to 
go off the glass and out, and maybe you think that first Norris was a 
questionable call. But everyone loves a comeback, and seeing Karlsson 
return to his old unstoppable ways at the age of 32 has been one of the 
season’s great stories. 

Well, except for: There are a handful of fans in Ottawa who didn’t like 
how it ended with Karlsson back in 2018, but the overwhelming majority 
of the fan base understands (and would welcome him back in a 
heartbeat). As for Shark fans, they may not love his contract, but that’s 
not the same as disliking a player. Uh, I think. 

Sidney Crosby 

Why almost everyone loves him: We end with a tough one because 
hockey fans have this weird thing where we like to hate on the best 
player in the world. One of my first memories as a hockey fan was sitting 
at Maple Leaf Gardens behind two teenagers who were booing Wayne 
Gretzky because … well, I’m not sure, but it was 1985 so he probably 
had eight points and the Oilers were beating the Leafs 11-2 or whatever. 
But we did it to Mario Lemieux, especially when he complained about the 
officiating. And we certainly did it to Crosby for years, with fans of other 
teams taking every opportunity they could to call him a crybaby or worse. 

But we’re over that stuff now, right? I’d like to think we’re past it now, but 
maybe it’s just that Crosby is no longer the undisputed best player in the 
world, so those fans have moved on to hating Connor McDavid for no 
good reason. As Crosby heads down the stretch run of his career, it feels 
like we can acknowledge that we’re watching generational greatness, 
and just appreciate it while it lasts. 

Well, except for: Flyers fans. Look, I gave Penguins fans a pass on 
Giroux, so fair is fair. I’ll also pencil in any Caps fans who are still hung 
up on the Crosby/Alex Ovechkin rivalry the league tried too hard to sell 
us back in the day. But that has to be it, right? Please tell me it is. 
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Tempe City Council votes unanimously in favor of approving Coyotes 
proposed arena 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

On Tuesday night, the Tempe City Council voted unanimously (7-0) in 
favor of approving the Arizona Coyotes’ arena and entertainment district 
proposal. Here’s what you need to know: 

The proposal’s fate will now go to a referendum, where the citizens of 
Tempe will vote on whether the project begins. 

The referendum will occur on May 16, 2023. 

NHL commissioner Gary Bettman and deputy commissioner Bill Daly 
were present at the Tempe City Council meeting on Tuesday. 

The Coyotes currently play in Mullett Arena, home of the Arizona State 
University Sun Devils. 

Backstory 

In August 2021, The City of Glendale informed the Coyotes it would opt 
out of its joint lease agreement for Gila River Arena, essentially forcing 
the team out of the building following the completion of the 2021-2022 
season. The Coyotes played their final game at Gila River Arena on Apr. 
29, 2022. 

On June 2, 2022, the Tempe City Council voted to move forward in 
negotiations with the Coyotes on the arena development deal that would 
make Tempe the team’s long-term home. The affirmative vote signaled 
the Council’s willingness to continue discussions on the proposal. 

The $2.1 billion project includes a 16,000-seat capacity arena, two 
hotels, retail shops, restaurants and up to 1,990 residential units. 

What they’re saying 

Coyotes president and CEO Xavier A. Gutierrez released the following 
statement after the vote: 

“The Tempe Entertainment District will be a huge win for this community, 
and we have no doubt that Tempe voters will agree. Our project will turn 
a landfill into a landmark – and one that not only provides a wonderful 
home for the Coyotes but also serves as a vibrant town square for 
Tempe, generating thousands of sustainable jobs and millions of dollars 
in tax revenue for the City.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Flames dominate Panthers, fans give Tkachuk mixed 
welcome upon return to Calgary 

 

Eric Francis 

 

A few hours before puck drop, Matthew Tkachuk reiterated he’d long ago 
closed the book on Calgary and the Flames. 

Not so fast, said Flames fans who wanted one final chance to thank him 
for six years of exemplary service and entertainment. 

Six minutes into his first game in Calgary since his trade to the Panthers, 
the Flames paid tribute to Tkachuk with a brief video highlighting his time 
in town. 

It was greeted with a standing ovation that clearly meant plenty to the 
man the organization drafted sixth overall in 2016. 

Tkachuk receives standing ovation from Calgary crowd in first game back 
as a Panther 

“It was obviously nice to see that video,” said Tkachuk, whose 
appreciation for the moment saw him waving at the crowd, soaking it all 
in. 

“It’s special, obviously.  
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“I have lots of fond memories here. It was pretty cool. They kept it going 
for a while too. It wasn’t just a couple seconds thing and it was over. Nice 
of them.” 

And then, boom, like a Tkachuk reverse hit, the energy shifted.  

On the very next shift Tkachuk was booed as soon as he touched the 
puck. 

A new chapter for his book in Calgary – something he knows deep down 
he’ll have to get used to. 

Oh sure, a few people booed him when he had the puck on the game’s 
opening shift. 

But this time the movement had grown. 

“I don’t know, passionate fans here,” said Tkachuk, searching for words 
when asked about the mostly lighthearted boos that were mixed with 
laughs from a crowd clearly entertained by the novelty of it all. 

Was he surprised by the derision? 

“Not really,” he shrugged, somewhat uncomfortable with the questioning. 

“I’ve basically seen them do it to multiple guys that used to play here 
throughout the league.  

“I don’t know, you guys decide that.” 

'Passionate fans here': Panthers' Tkachuk on receiving mix of cheers and 
boos in Calgary 

A polarizing figure in 30 other rinks around the league, the support for 
Tkachuk was unconditional in Calgary throughout his time as one of the 
most unique and entertaining players ever to roll through this franchise. 

A unicorn who has the ability to turn a game with a hit, a goal, a setup or 
his mouth, Tkachuk is now officially the opposition. 

Still, even the multitude of fans in the stands and on the concourse 
wearing his no. 19 jersey arrived at the rink Tuesday night unsure how 
he’d be received. 

Or even how they felt. 

While none of the crowd’s reactions were unanimous, the general 
response was equal parts respectful, appropriate and, in the end, 
whimsical. 

Many had a good laugh at the comical, half-hearted boos many felt 
compelled to deliver after being stunned in the summer by a breakup 
many fans didn’t see coming. 

These weren’t furious boos like the ones reserved for Drew Doughty’s 
every touch, which is perfect given it was Tkachuk’s targeting of Doughty 
that prompted such treatment. 

Nor were these the kind reserved for Adam Fox, who spurned the 
Flames after they drafted him. 

These one’s said, “um, sorry Matthew, but you know we’ve got to do 
this.”   

After all, this was all his doing. 

The Flames would easily have paid the same $76 million over eight years 
to keep Tkachuk and make him their captain. 

He had other designs. 

Thus, there are consequences, which the fans voiced, in their own 
cheeky way. 

Deep down, with the temperature hovering around minus-20 in Calgary 
Tuesday, surely most fans understand why a player like Tkachuk would 
exercise his ability to play in a place like Florida. 

Exhibiting the leverage he had as one of the game’s most valuable young 
players, the 24-year-old informed the team he wouldn’t re-sign in Calgary 
next summer, kickstarting a trade that landed the team four valuable 
pieces. 

Had Flames GM Brad Treliving not made out so well in the swap, the 
crowd’s response would undoubtedly have taken on a much harsher 
tone. 

Alas, the locals went home happy, as not only did their team hand 
Tkachuk’s new team a 6-2 setback, they did it with plenty of help from the 
key return in the deal - Jonathan Huberdeau. 

His power play goal was one of three first period strikes for the Flames, 
who had six players chip in with multiple points in the win. 

Flames starter Dan Vladar made 30 saves, including two tough ones on 
Tkachuk.  

Despite playing almost 22 minutes – more than any other Panthers’ 
forward – Tkachuk had a quiet night, appearing on the scoresheet only 
for his cross-checking penalty on Nikita Zadorov, which drew a roar from 
the crowd late in the first. 

Given the way it turned out, with his team losing for the third straight 
game, was he simply glad the reunion of sorts was over? 

“I was looking forward to this game,” said Tkachuk, who left pointless for 
just the fourth time in a season in which he has 29 points in 20 games. 

“Like I know we talked about earlier, I (didn’t need) this game to close the 
door on my history here. That wasn’t the case at all. That door was 
closed a long time ago.  

“It’s always going to be nice coming back here and playing for the rest of 
my career.” 

After the game Tkachuk shared embraces, smiles and plenty of laughs 
with his former Flames teammates in the hallway outside the dressing 
rooms. 

Huberdeau and MacKenzie Weegar were simultaneously catching up 
with their Florida mates as well. 

The respect between them all was on full display during the game too, as 
Tkachuk followed up an accidental collision with former linemate Elias 
Lindholm with a rare, on-ice gesture that had him reaching out as play 
went on to make sure he was okay, and that he knew it was 
unintentional.  

A kinder, gentler Tkachuk, who does seem to genuinely be focused on 
being a star, while limiting the hijinks the early part of his career was 
marked by. 

We’ll see. 

Either way, you can bet every time Tkachuk rolls through town the focus 
will revolve around him. 

As will the boos. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks get out-competed in 'frustrating' loss to Ovechkin, 
Capitals 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER —  One of the greatest players, near the end of his career, 
met one of the great ones just starting out. Alex Ovechkin had two goals, 
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a crossbar and 12 shot attempts on Tuesday. Elias Pettersson was 
minus-five. 

Each player had many teammates to help him determine the outcome, 
but the performances of Ovechkin and Pettersson encapsulated the 
Washington Capitals’ 5-1 walkover against the Vancouver Canucks. It 
wasn’t close in any sense. 

Ovechkin scoring is not a surprise. He has 793 goals, now just eight 
behind Gordie Howe for second in National Hockey League history. But 
the Canucks failing to compete on home ice, coming off a three-game 
road sweep that included a couple of opponents much better than the 
sub-.500 Capitals, was surprising. 

After seeing the Canucks’ sashay all season two steps forward, one step 
back (or is it one step forward, three steps back?), nothing Vancouver 
does really shocks anyone. But Tuesday’s dismal loss, when the 
Canucks had a chance to move back to .500 themselves after losing their 
first seven games of the season, was a reminder just how awful they can 
be defensively when they aren’t moving their feet or the puck. 

“It's frustrating because when you lose games, it shouldn't ever be about 
your compete level and battle level,” veteran Canuck J.T. Miller said. 
“They didn't out-skill us today, they didn't out-system us, they literally just 
out-battled us and created their chances and scored on them. 

“I don't know why, but everybody, head to toe, lost urgency. We didn't 
move our feet. We let them dictate the play. We weren't really physically 
engaged, playing on our heels -- the exact opposite how you want to 
play. That's the disappointing part because those are all things that we 
can control, starting with myself and all the way down. A game like today, 
we can't expect it to be an easy game. Like, every game is going to be 
hard. You know, every team has a reason that they're coming in to win. 
Whether they lost a bunch or they're on a heater, it doesn't matter. We 
can't lose games because we got out-competed. That's not our DNA.” 

The Canucks seemed to give up almost as many two-on-ones in the first 
period Tuesday as they did on their three-game roadie that included wins 
last week in Denver and Las Vegas. 

The opening goal just 5:35 into the game – naturally, by Ovechkin – was 
a pure gift as Vancouver’s star defenceman, Quinn Hughes, played the 
puck against the Capital right beside the Canucks’ net, leaving goalie 
Spencer Martin unprepared for a sudden chance at the top of the crease. 

The Canucks failed to defend a three-on-three rush when Ovechkin 
made it 2-0 at 11:52 with a one-timer that powered between Martin’s arm 
and body. 

And after Vancouver looked in danger of waking up with a goal by Nils 
Hoglander at 13:55, Anthony Mantha scored unchecked from the slot for 
Washington just 40 seconds later – and about five seconds after Lars 
Eller knocked Pettersson off the puck behind the Canucks’ net. 

An early Selke Trophy candidate, Pettersson was on the ice for all five 
Capital goals. John Carlson scored in the second period and Martin 
Fehervary, into an empty net, in the third. 

“Of course, I'm surprised by that,” coach Bruce Boudreau said. “I mean, 
that's when you know something's not right in tonight's game. When was 
the last time you saw Petey minus five? That doesn't happen. 

“I'm not worried about him being a great player anymore. I think it's a 
one-off. Not every great player has a great game every night and this 
was (Pettersson's off night). I'm confident. . . that he'll be great again. . . 
next game.” 

The Canucks’ four-game homestand continues Thursday against the 
Florida Panthers. Then the Arizona Coyotes and Montreal Canadiens 
visit Rogers Arena, with a day between each game. So Boudreau has 
goaltending choices. 

He chose Tuesday to play Martin again over struggling starter Thatcher 
Demko, and the backup tried to take the blame for the loss. It was just 

the second time in 15 starts for the Canucks this season and last that 
Martin did not get his team at least a point. 

“We feel like we've come together and we're getting better and better, 
and building, so to come here and have a game go that way is 
disappointing especially,” Martin told reporters. “I take a lot of 
responsibility for this loss because, you know, the goalie has a unique 
way to affect the game, and I felt like early in the game I didn't do enough 
to give ourselves a chance to win.” 

“It could have been 6-1 after the first period, quite frankly, with the 
amount of chances they had,” Boudreau said, rejecting Martin’s offer of 
culpability. “Ovie is going to score. It looks like on his second goal that 
maybe (Martin) should have had it. But I mean, I've seen him score 100 
goals like that. He's got that shot that finds its way in. Listen, Spencer 
has been great for us. He was probably a little bit like the rest of the 
players today; they weren't ready to play and it showed on the 
scoreboard.” 

But why weren’t they ready? 

“Believe me, as coaches here, we're wondering the same thing,” 
Boudreau said. “They competed so hard on the road and then tonight, 
just a bigger, stronger team came in and just sort of bullied us around.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' power play exhaustingly bad, costly in loss to 
Sharks 

NHL Highlights: Sharks 4, Canadiens 0 

 

Eric Engels 

 

MONTREAL — You know you’re going to lose a hockey game when you 
have an entire intermission to plan for a 55-second 5-on-3 advantage 
and come out of it with absolutely nothing but surrendered momentum. 

Not only did the Montreal Canadiens fail to execute in this precise 
situation down 1-0 to begin the third period of Tuesday’s game—staring 
at a golden opportunity to tie things up against the San Jose Sharks—but 
they also failed to even manage a shot on net. They were so deficient 
that they completely deflated themselves. 

Two goals surrendered to Tomas Hertl and Logan Couture in succession 
coming out of that mess of a power play were almost predictable. You 
could see the frustrated Canadiens lose their concentration, and then 
they allowed those plays to go unchallenged. 

They had played an excellent game at 5-on-5 up to that point, dominating 
the shot attempts 26-16 at 5-on-5 and stifling the Sharks, but they were 
left rattled by failing to generate much of anything on six power play 
opportunities. 

That they couldn’t even muster more than one high-danger scoring 
chance over all that time would be mystifying if it wasn’t so damn 
repetitive. 

Let’s face it, this CD is so scratched it’s become unplayable. Since 2018, 
the highest the Canadiens have ranked on the power play has been 
17th in the league. 

Personnel has changed dramatically since then, the coaching staff has 
turned over twice, but nothing has altered the team’s inefficiency in the 
category. 

And it feels like it shouldn’t be as bad this season, with Nick Suzuki and 
Cole Caufield proving to be a lethal combination, with Kirby Dach and 
Sean Monahan added as threats at other positions, and with Mike 
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Matheson and Mike Hoffman alternating at the point on the team’s top 
unit. It shouldn’t be able rise to the NHL’s upper echelon with a makeshift 
second unit comprised of players who have either never quarterbacked 
an NHL power play or never habitually scored on one, but it should still 
be better than effective just 14.9 per cent of the time. 

And yet, here the Canadiens are, once again in 31st in the NHL on the 
power play, failing miserably to find the balance between making plays 
and simplifying them when up a man—or two—and it has become an 
exhausting topic of discussion. 

We asked Suzuki, after this 4-0 loss, if he’s tired of always having to talk 
about it—after he literally spent the entirety of his post-game media 
availability fielding nothing but questions about it—and he simply 
responded, “Yeah.” 

“It is definitely the story,” he added. “We just didn’t score, so it’s what 
everyone’s going to talk about.” 

How the Canadiens intend to solve it is a riddle wrapped in a mystery 
inside an enigma. 

Martin St. Louis, who was a tremendous power-play player throughout 
his Hall of Fame career before becoming a power-play consultant for the 
Columbus Blue Jackets years ago, is searching for answers. The coach 
of the Canadiens has said over and over again that his team has to force 
its opponent into mistakes, that it has to strike fast rather than making 
eight-to-10 passes to find the perfect play, and he had to be close to 
pulling his perfectly coiffed hair out watching the Canadiens do anything 
but that on this night. 

“As a player, you try to find quick answers,” he said. “I didn’t have the 
luxury of the iPad, but I’m pretty sure I would’ve been buried in there 
coming off the ice. 

“We try to look in between periods, we try talking to players, and there’s 
certain different styles of PKs. I feel, overall, we’re starting to get more 
organized versus the different type of kills, because you can’t attack from 
the same angles against different types of kills, but I just felt tonight we 
were off.” 

Credit the Sharks for their part in that. 

They attacked Suzuki up high and didn’t let him do what he normally 
does—flash down his strong side and either shoot the shot that has 
netted him four power-play goals or make the cross-seam pass to 
Caufield—and his only counter was to syphon the puck down low to 
Monahan or reverse it up top to Matheson. 

Neither player was able to do anything with it when Suzuki did, though. 

“I’ve gotta be better,” said Monahan. 

But the Canadiens all have to be when it comes to this part of the game. 

In this game, they were uncharacteristically sloppy breaking the puck in. 
And once they did successfully cross the line in possession and set 
themselves up, they were indecisive. 

They were hesitant and entirely stoppable. 

That the Canadiens didn’t generate a better chance all night than the one 
that came off a broken play from Caufield on their first power play speaks 
to that point. And that play was infinitely better than the one they settled 
for off his stick on the 5-on-3. 

“It’s up to us to be better,” said Suzuki. “It killed the game for us…it’s kind 
of a domino effect spiraling downwards.” 

It pushed the Canadiens to 11-10-1 on their season, with some of those 
other losses a direct result of the same thing. 

They have to either reimagine the strategy or start executing better on 
the one in place, because the games are only going to get tighter at 5-on-
5 and they won’t be able to win without taking advantage of more of their 
power-play opportunities. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wheeler proving he’s still a leader for the Jets, regardless 
of title 

NHL Highlights: Jets 5, Avalanche 0 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG — Blake Wheeler has always been a guy who prefers to let 
his play do most of the talking, especially in those moments where he’s 
asked to weigh in on his own performance. 

And while there must be some temptation for the veteran Winnipeg Jets 
forward to lash out at some of his critics as he provides evidence that has 
at least temporarily silenced many of them, Wheeler has been around 
long enough to know that acknowledging those who expected him to slip 
down the depth chart wouldn’t make them go away anyway. 

Instead, the former Jets captain has embraced his current role — which 
remains an important one, even if his ice time has been reduced by 
roughly two minutes per game — and continues to do what he’s done 
since arriving on the scene in Winnipeg. 

For those who may have forgotten, what Wheeler has done with 
regularity is produce at a high rate. 

Don’t look now but after notching his fourth career hat trick and adding an 
assist, Wheeler is up to eight goals and 20 points in 21 games. 

Jets' Wheeler nets 4th career hat trick in statement win over Avalanche 

Instead of chatter about why Wheeler might be better suited to slide onto 
the third line with Adam Lowry, folks are now wondering if he'll be able to 
keep up the remarkable pace as the season rolls along. 

“He’s just been on fire. His workload and work ethic was so good and so 
strong,” said Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck, who made 40 saves in the 
5-0 victory over the Colorado Avalanche for his third shutout of the 
season and 31st of his career. 

“When he’s playing the right way, he’s just dominating play. We all know 
what kind of player he is. When he gets in that rhythm, honestly, he 
works twice as hard as everyone else on this team. There is not a bad 
thing that I could say about the guy. He’s just on fire. Keep feeding him. 
He’s just been in the right spot at the right time. He’s playing really solid 
defence and I appreciate that a lot from him.” 

Asked about his first hat trick since he had four goals in a 5-2 win over 
the Columbus Blue Jackets on March 3 of 2019, Wheeler chose instead 
to break into a soliloquy that was fuelled by gratitude, not by the idea of 
trying to prove people wrong. 

“Just grateful to still be out there and playing a meaningful role on a 
pretty good hockey team,” said Wheeler, who led Jets forwards in ice 
time with 19:28 on Tuesday. “I’m just enjoying these opportunities. When 
you’re playing with the guys I get to play with, you’re going to get put in 
those positions. I just feel fortunate a few bounces went my way.” 

Wheeler turns back the clock to help Jets take down the defending 
champs 

There was an act-like-you've-been-there-before tone to Wheeler, but the 
enjoyment element he touched on cannot be overlooked. 

During the previous several seasons, Wheeler’s enjoyment level 
appeared to be low and by his own admission, the captaincy had been 
weighing heavily on him — especially when you consider the amount of 
pressure he already puts on himself to perform at a high level. 
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Some observers wondered if Jets head coach Rick Bowness making the 
bold decision to remove the C might cause Wheeler to check out, but 
that's simply not the way the Minnesota product is wired. 

Not only has Wheeler been able to play at a high level, the work he’s 
invested on becoming a better leader has been on display for all to see 
— even if he’s no longer wearing the letter he took so much pride in 
seeing on his chest. 

“Yep. When we had to go through this whole captaincy thing, I told Blake 
you’re still the leader of this hockey club,” said Bowness. “The C or the A, 
don’t worry about it. Be you. Give him a lot of credit. He’s done a much 
better job behind the scenes than anyone realizes, other than me 
because I get to watch it. 

“He’s been a very positive influence in our room from day one. I stand in 
the back and watch, and I see him going around and talking to the guys. 
He knows where he’s at in his career and he’s doing everything he can to 
help this team win and help this team get better. The on-ice is one thing. 
His play is speaking for itself. Just as important for me is what he’s doing 
off the ice. At this stage of his career, the man wants to win. That’s the 
bottom line.” 

Jets' Bowness after statement win vs. Avalanche: 'We're a very, very 
good hockey club' 

Wheeler has been reunited lately with longtime linemate Mark Scheifele 
and Cole Perfetti and the trio was rolling on Tuesday, with Scheifele 
adding a goal (his team-leading 12th) and two helpers, while Perfetti 
chipped in three assists. 

The second of those helpers from Perfetti demonstrated his incredible 
vision, as he took a cross-ice feed from Scheifele and did a quick 
shoulder check as he accepted the pass, before pivoting and taking the 
puck wide. Perfetti's backhand dish in the slot allowed Wheeler to skate 
into and fire home his second goal of the contest. 

As Wheeler skated into the corner to celebrate, the appreciation for the 
skill displayed by Perfetti was plastered all across his face — a Holy 
smokes recognition by someone who knows a thing or two about the 
combination of vision and deft passing. 

“I saw the little seam open up under the guy’s stick. I mean, to be able to 
make that play on your backhand, and just see it, let alone execute it, is 
pretty next level stuff,” said Wheeler. “It was an awesome play. I think he 
knew, once (Scheifele) made the cross ice pass, that his eyes have to 
kind of come up to get the pass. So he kind of saw me when he was 
getting that pass. 

“Once he brought it to his backhand, he was just waiting for the defender 
to turn. Once he tries to poke check him and stick his stick out, that’s 
where the lane is. For a young kid to see it like that is pretty awesome. 
That’s what chemistry is.” 

Chemistry is something the Jets have done an excellent job of building 
throughout the first 21 games of the season and with a third consecutive 
victory over a Central Division opponent, the Jets moved within a point of 
the Dallas Stars in the chase for top spot, while still holding two games in 
hand. 

Wheeler, once again, took an act-like-you’ve-been-there approach to a 
question about whether a convincing win like this one over the defending 
Stanley Cup champions might qualify as a statement game. 

“I don’t know if I’d go that far. We’ve liked the way we’ve played,” said 
Wheeler. “A little sluggish in the first period coming off the road, but kind 
of to be expected. We just want to continue to build our game and to 
perform obviously at home in front of our fans. (This) was a good step in 
that direction.” 

Bowness did concede this was more than just another early-season 
contest to close out what has been a rock-solid month of November for 
the Jets, but his answer had more to do with building belief than sending 
any sort of message to teams around the league that might not be paying 
close attention to what’s been happening with his group. 

“No, it’s not just another game. I think the message we’re trying to send 
here is to make them worry about us,” said Bowness. “They’re the 
defending Stanley Cup Champions, they’re a great hockey team, yeah 
they are. We’re starting to realize that when we play the right way, and 
we play the way we’re supposed to play, and play together, we’re a very 
good hockey club. 

“If you look at the game, I thought we gave them way too much respect in 
the first period, then we started to play our hockey in the second and 
third, and there was a big difference. That shows me that it’s coming. 
They’re starting to believe that if we play the right way, play hard, good 
things will happen for us.” 
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TSN.CA / As record buzz grows, red-hot Marner focuses on buzzing on 
the ice 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, who practised at Ford Performance Centre on Tuesday ahead of 
Wednesday’s game against the San Jose Sharks. 

Mitch Marner is a game away from tying the franchise point-streak record 
of 18 games, which is currently shared by Darryl Sittler (1977-
78) and Eddie Olczyk (1989-90). Are friends and family looking to get 
tickets to Wednesday's showdown with the San Jose Sharks? 

"I think so from what my fiance's telling me," the 25-year-old winger said. 
"My family knows it's a pretty cool deal, pretty big deal but, like I've been 
saying, it's about winning games here and it's been a lot of fun doing 
that." 

The Leafs are scorching hot right now and no one is hotter than Marner. 
He's produced at least a point in every game since Oct. 27 (a 4-3 Sharks 
overtime win in San Jose).  

"It's hard to put into perspective, because it's extremely hard to do, 
especially when teams are preparing to eliminate your opportunities and 
play you hard," said centre John Tavares, whose career-long point streak 
of 12 games came in the 2011-12 season. "Just such a smart player. His 
ability to figure out where the opportunities are, where the time and 
space is, and how to see the play two, three steps ahead is what makes 
him elite." 

It was during a rush up the ice early in the second period at Little 
Caesars Arena in Detroit on Monday that Marner sensed one of those 
opportunities.   

"I saw two guys going for a change and I wanted the puck back pretty 
badly," said Marner. "I was screaming pretty loud for that puck." 

"I heard him, for sure," said defenceman Mark Giordano with a laugh. 
"You can tell a guy's really feeling it when they want the puck all over the 
ice." 

Marner snuck a shot past Ville Husso.  

"I tried to come in with speed, go lateral and get it to the net quickly and 
lucky it went in," he said.  

Marner has piled up six goals and 17 assists during this 17-game 
streak, but teammates are quick to point out the points are a byproduct of 
his overall play.  

"It's unbelievable," Giordano said. "Defensively, as d-men, we notice him 
a lot just coming back, making plays, breaking up plays on the 
back check, but also being available for us." 
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The sequence leading to Marner's goal on Monday started in the 
defensive end where he had skated back hard to help counter a Wings 
attack. He made himself available for a pass from Justin Holl and 
found Calle Jarnkrok with a crisp break-out feed while being pressured. 
Then Marner hustled up ice.   

"We talk about 200-foot players, this is Marner being a 400-foot 
player," said TSN director of scouting Craig Button.  

Marner’s mind for the game and defensive commitment makes him a key 
part of Toronto's penalty kill. As a result, he's on the ice in every 
situation, which gives him more opportunities to influence the 
outcome and, of course, pick up points.  

"Everybody knows who Mitch Marner is and they know his tendencies 
and all those kinds of things," said coach Sheldon Keefe, "but he's a 
difficult guy to handle, especially because he can get you in so many 
ways: 5-on-5, power play, penalty kill." 

Marner averages 21 minutes and 29 seconds of ice time per game, 
which is eighth among all NHL forwards entering Tuesday's games.  
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Marner focuses on Call of Duty, fantasy football and not point streak 

After sweeping a four game road trip, the Maple Leafs are back home 
and getting set to host the Sharks on Wednesday night. Mitch Marner will 
be looking to match the franchise record point streak of 18 games jointly 
held by Darryl Sittler and Eddie Olczyk. 

Marner's streak started in San Jose during the ill-fated California trip. He 
helped lead them out of those October doldrums.  

During this run, Marner has also switched lines. He started with Auston 
Matthews and Michael Bunting, but has been playing alongside Tavares 
the last nine games. The left-wing spot on that line has seen a number of 
players cycle through. 

"Just playing really consistent in all areas, not just in the ability to 
produce," Tavares said.   

"He's been very consistent," agreed Keefe. "As you go through a streak 
like that there's times when you need a bounce or some luck to go your 
way and I'm sure somewhere along the away that has been the case, but 
certainly recently he's been making big-time plays at key moments. He's 
full marks for this streak." 

For a kid who grew up here cheering for the Leafs, this record is 
undoubtedly meaningful. Marner admits it's a strange sensation, though. 
It's his streak, but hockey is a team game and he owes a lot to his 
teammates.  

"This isn't going to stop, eh boys," he told reporters with a grin after a 
series of streak questions on Monday night.  

"It was more weird on the road," he said after Tuesday's practice. "When 
I go home I usually play video games with my buddies. On the road, it's a 
lot of talking with you guys about this whole situation going on. It's nice to 
be back at home and relaxing and back with my guy [chocolate lab] 
Zeus, back with my family and just relaxing, not thinking much about 
hockey and just enjoying the day and trying to get ready for this game 
against San Jose and try and get myself ready to buzz." 

Do his buddies ever bring up hockey?   

"No, no, they're smart," he said. "It's usually not hockey. It's Call of Duty 
or something about fantasy football or just having fun with each other." 

Marner isn't focused on the streak, but teammates are enjoying it.  

"Oh, yes," said smiling goalie Ilya Samsonov. "Stay f—king hot! He's 
going to do it." 

0 seconds of 5 minutes, 2 secondsVolume 90% 

'Stay f--king hot': Leafs loving Marner's run at team record 

Mitch Marner notched a goal less than a minute in Toronto's win Monday 
against the red Wings. The forward is just one game away from tying the 
franchise's consecutive point streak record of 18 games. With Marner's 
evolution on and off of the ice, his Leaf teammates aren't surprised with 
his chase at history. 

—- 

Samsonov spoke to the media for the first time since sustaining a knee 
injury while trying to stop a Brad Marchand penalty shot on Nov. 5.  

"I feel hurt in my knee and the next attack I feel my knee is not moving 
great," he recalled. "It's so loose. I feel bad. I try [to play through it] in 
second period. I'm done second period and doctors say, 'No more.'" 

Samsonov accompanied the team during the recent road trip and is 
making good progress.  

"The last couple days I feel no pain," the 25-year-old said. "I'm so excited 
and ready to play." 

"Today was a big step for him," said Keefe. "It is not an overly extensive 
practice, but he was still able to get some work in a team setting with a 
little bit of 5-on-5 in front of him. That is part of his progression." 

Samsonov, who signed a one-year deal in the summer, was playing 
really well before getting hurt (6-2-0, .921 save percentage). Any 
frustration that the momentum he built early in the year got stalled?   

"Ah, yes, but this life," he said. "This is hockey life. I need to stay 
professional. I feel good right now. I've not lost a lot. I skated on second 
or third day after injury. I skated all the time. I feel good. My confidence, 
my conditioning is pretty normal." 

"In terms of where he goes from here, we will just call him day-to-day at 
this point," said Keefe. "For any player's recovery, you kind of want to 
see how he is the day after he pushes it. We will get a better sense 
tomorrow, maybe, of what the next step looks like." 

Matt Murray did some work with goalie coach Curtis Sanford, but didn't 
stay out for the main practice after facing a season-high 44 shots in 
Detroit. He's projected to start on Wednesday against the Sharks.  
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'I feel no pain ... ready to play': Samsonov remains confident following 
knee injury 

Out since November 4th with a knee injury, Leafs goaltender Ilya 
Samsonov was back in full practice with the team on Tuesday and says 
he feels no pain, and is ready to play if called upon. Coach Sheldon 
Keefe was taking a more cautious approach saying that the Leafs will 
check on Samsonov Wednesday to see how his body has responded to 
training. 

—— 

Conor Timmins took part in his second practice since being acquired in a 
trade last week. He has yet to get in a game.   

"He is a guy we have taken it slow with," said Keefe. "He was not a guy 
who was playing every day in the NHL. He wasn't playing much at all. At 
the time we got him, it was three days in a row where he hadn't skated. 
We really only had morning skates since coming here." 

Timmins has not played since wrapping up an American Hockey League 
conditioning stint on Nov. 20. He has suited up in six AHL games and two 
NHL games this season.  

Timmins skated as the seventh defenceman during his first practice with 
the team last Friday in Minnesota, which was a short session. Timmins 
was paired with Victor Mete on Tuesday. They also partnered at the 2018 
World Juniors in Buffalo.    

"We took another step in terms of getting him an actual partner in the 
practice and being able to work together there," Keefe said. "We will just 
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continue to work with him and make a decision on an appropriate time to 
get him in." 

Keefe sees great potential in the 24-year-old right-shot defenceman.  

"The puck comes off of his stick really nice, whether it is making a pass 
or shooting it on the net," the coach observed. "There are some real 
good offensive tendencies there. He is a smart player." 
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Leaf Ice Chips: When will Timmins debut? 

For the first time since being acquired in a trade from the Coyotes last 
week, Conor Timmins skated with a pairing at Leafs practice alongside 
Victor Mete. TSN's Mark Masters has more on why Mete was the coice 
for a partner, and what head coach Sheldon Keefe sees in the 
defenceman. 

—- 

Rasmus Sandin scored his first goal of the season on Monday. 
Relieved?  

"Oh yeah," he said with a smile. "I've had lots of opportunities these 24 
games." 

Sandin's seeing-eye shot from the point eluded Husso as Bunting tried to 
get a deflection on it.  

"I mean, it was a rocket to the top corner," Sandin said with a small smile. 
"It felt great to get that first goal out of the way, for sure." 

It took 34 games for Sandin to score a goal last season.  

T.J. Brodie and Morgan Rielly, who are out with injury, are now the only 
Leafs to dress in 10 or more games and not score.  

—- 

Lines at Tuesday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Holmberg - Engvall   

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Robertson  

Malgin, Simmonds 

  Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Mete - Timmins 

Hollowell 

  Kallgren  

Samsonov 
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