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Carolina Hurricanes analysis: How each player has performed compared to expectations 

By Cory Lavalette 

The Hurricanes are already more than one quarter of the 
way through the 2022-23 regular season, and despite some 
scoring woes, an inconsistent power play and several key 
injuries, Carolina finds itself as one of the top four teams in 
the Eastern Conference. 
The team thinks the best is yet to come. 
“We all feel like that,” forward Andrei Svechnikov said ahead 
of the team’s current six-game road trip. “I feel like there are 
some situations we’re struggling with, and we’ve got to fix 
those situations and get better. We’re going to only get better 
every game, and that’s what we’re gonna do.” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has been satisfied, 
complimenting the team’s work ethic through 23 games. 
“If we get healthy, I think our best is yet to come,” the coach 
said. “I don’t know I can ask for a lot more other than maybe 
score (more) goals. But you’ve got to get the chances to 
score goals, and they’ve been there. … I like the way we’ve 
played.” 
Some Hurricanes have played above expectations, while 
others are still hoping to hit their stride as the season goes 
from gearing up to cruising speed. Now seems like as good a 
time as any to go through the roster and assess where each 
player’s stock is compared to what was expected. 

Forwards 

Sebastian Aho: Stock neutral 
Carolina’s No. 1 center is putting together another solid 
season — nine goals and 25 points in more than 20 minutes 
per night. He’s right on par with what the franchise has come 
to expect from him, and he could even reach another level 
once frequent running mate Teuvo Teravainen returns from 
injury. 
Jack Drury: Stock down 
When you score in each of your first two NHL games, 
expectations are sky-high. Drury did that last season, but a 
mediocre training camp led to an assignment to AHL 
Chicago to start the season. Since he’s been recalled, he 
has been held without a point through 11 games. 
Jesper Fast: Stock neutral 
Fast is the second wheel on the always dominant Jordan 
Staal line. His point ceiling is low, but it’s not his job to fill the 
stat sheet. He’s as reliable as they come — there have been 
a few uncharacteristic miscues this season — but with little 
offensive pizzazz. 
Seth Jarvis: Stock down 
There were high hopes for Jarvis this season, but he’s been 
limited to four goals and 10 points — a bit of a sophomore 
slump despite playing top-six minutes. But his game is 
coming, and it will need to if Carolina is going to score more 
goals. The winger needs to continue to get to the dirty areas 
but also learn to not take so many hits. 
Ondrej Kase: Stock down 
One could say that Kase being injured is right in line with 
what should be expected. Certainly the Hurricanes hoped for 
more than one game before it happened. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi: Stock down 
Kotkaniemi’s play has been fine, but the points haven’t 
followed. Brind’Amour is quick to point out that stats aren’t 
the end-all, be-all to success, but even the coach has 
admitted the team needs more production from Kotkaniemi. 
His five points aren’t enough for a second-line center. 
Jordan Martinook: Stock up 
From waivers to world-beater. Martinook seized on the 
opportunity to play on Staal’s wing and has thrived. He has 
the best possession numbers of any player in the NHL with 
more than 175 minutes played and, most importantly, has 
stayed healthy. Goals are gravy for Martinook, but he is on 
pace for 14 — which would be two more than his last three 
seasons combined. 
Martin Necas: Stock up 
It’s been a breakthrough year for Necas, who is tied for the 
team lead with 25 points and has become a featured player 
in his fourth NHL season. The sky’s the limit for the 23-year-
old, and Brind’Amour has lengthened the rope on a player 
who has sometimes drifted from playing how the coach 
wants. 
Stefan Noesen: Stock up 
Sometimes, a player just needs a chance. After leading the 
AHL in goals last season, Noesen has carved out a role with 
the Hurricanes, first as a fourth-liner and more recently in a 
bigger role. His net-front presence on the power play has 
been a bonus, and even if he’s relegated to a depth spot as 
others get healthy, he’s shown he can be effective in that 
spot. 
Max Pacioretty: Stock neutral 
The biggest of incompletes. Pacioretty tore his Achilles 
tendon before training camp and has recently resumed 
skating. He’s the ultimate X-factor — if he can still score at 
the 30-goal pace he has throughout his career, Carolina will 
get a huge boost. If he doesn’t, the Hurricanes might be 
looking for scoring help. 
Jordan Staal: Stock neutral 
Staal, like Fast, continues to do what he does best: dominate 
possession and frustrate the opposition’s best players. The 
penalty kill, which he anchors, is rounding into form after a 
difficult start to the season, and his line has been the 
Hurricanes’ best many nights. In the final year of his 10-year 
contract, Staal is as reliable as ever. 
Paul Stastny: Stock down 
Things haven’t yet clicked for Stastny in Carolina. He has 
flashed his playmaking ability a handful of times, but the 
instances have been few and far between. The 11 minutes 
per night he’s playing are far and away the fewest of his 
career, and with a couple of injured forwards close to 
returning, Stastny could find himself as the odd man out. 
Derek Stepan: stock down 
Like Kotkaniemi, Stepan has elite possession numbers but 
not much to show for it. After an assist in the season opener, 
he has gone 22 games without a point on a fourth line that 
has generated next to no offense all season. One factor that 
plays in Stepan’s favor: the coaching staff has used him 
frequently on the penalty kill. 
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Andrei Svechnikov: Stock up 
Svechnikov has emerged as a star this season. He has two 
hat tricks (both against Edmonton), his 11 even-strength 
goals are tied for the second most in the league, and he’s on 
pace for 50 goals. He’s also avoided the stick infractions that 
plagued him earlier in his career and has only 14 penalty 
minutes. 
Teuvo Teravainen: Stock down 
Teravainen started ice cold before getting hurt. He’s close to 
returning, and the Hurricanes — tied for 27th in goals per 
game — could use him. If Teravainen can get back and on 
track, Carolina’s offense should get humming. 

Defense 

Brent Burns: Stock neutral 
There’s been an adjustment period for Burns, with instances 
of brilliance and others of befuddlement. For the most part, 
he’s been as advertised and has 14 points through 23 
games. His 87 shots on goal are second to only Nashville’s 
Roman Josi among NHL defensemen, though he’s shooting 
only 3.5 percent — nearly half his career average. 
Jalen Chatfield: Stock neutral 
Chatfield was a feel-good story of training camp, earning a 
full-time spot on the third pair and holding off Calvin de Haan 
and Dylan Coghlan. He’s been hard-working and reliable, but 
he has been held without a point despite playing 23 games 
this season. He’s still waiting on his first career NHL goal, 57 
games into his career. 
Dylan Coghlan: Stock down 
Coghlan came on like gangbusters in the preseason, looking 
like he had locked down a spot on the third pairing and the 
job of running the second power play. But he’s only played 
six games, struggling on his off side, and was a nonfactor 
when quarterbacking PP2. A healthy scratch for three weeks, 
Coghlan could be a candidate for a conditioning assignment 
soon. 
Calvin de Haan: Stock neutral 
The veteran defender has settled in on the third pairing. He 
has been a little dinged up this season, which is probably 
part of the reason the Hurricanes haven’t used him much on 
the penalty kill in the first quarter of the season. Though he is 
not overly physical, his 35 hits are the most among 
Carolina’s defensemen. 

Brett Pesce: Stock neutral 
Things are starting to look up for Pesce after he scored the 
game-winning goal in the Hurricanes’ last two games — his 
first two goals of the season. One of those came while 
running the second power-play unit, a role Pesce has taken 
on with Coghlan being a frequent healthy scratch. 
Brady Skjei: Stock neutral 
Skjei continues to serve the same shutdown role alongside 
defense partner Pesce, but his points are down so far this 
year. Last season, Skjei had 39 points at even strength — 
tied with Adam Fox and two others for 10th among all 
defensemen — but has just six so far this year, a 21-point 
pace. Carolina could use more of last season’s production to 
boost its goal output. 
Jaccob Slavin: Stock neutral 
After totaling 42 points last year, Slavin has produced at less 
than half that rate so far this season. Offense isn’t Slavin’s 
bread and butter, and he’s still been rock-solid defensively. 
But like Pesce and Skjei, Slavin can do more on the 
offensive front, and the defense’s failure to put up more 
points is a symptom of the team’s overall scoring troubles. 

Goaltenders 

Frederik Andersen: Stock down 
Andersen played eight games, going 5-3-0, before getting 
injured in practice on Nov. 8. He hasn’t played since. 
Andersen’s numbers when playing (2.72 goals-against 
average, .891 save percentage) are concerning, but Carolina 
knows what he’s capable of when he’s right. The question is 
when he will be. 
Pyotr Kochetkov: Stock up 
The 23-year-old got his first career shutout on Nov. 14 and is 
making some wonder if he should even head back to the 
Chicago Wolves once Andersen is healthy. The Hurricanes 
certainly believe in him — Kochetkov received a four-year, 
$8 million extension on Nov. 23 that locks him in until 2027. 
Antti Raanta: Stock neutral 
Raanta is 4-2-2 with a 2.47 goals-against average and .901 
save percentage. He missed a couple of recent starts when 
he was struck in the knee by a puck during a morning skate, 
but he bounced back to help Carolina end a six-game losing 
streak and beat Calgary on Nov. 26.
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Super 16: Bruins remain No. 1, Kraken rise in power rankings 

Avalanche fall three spots; Rangers drop out 

The Seattle Kraken had never been ranked in the NHL.com 
Super 16 power rankings until three weeks ago, when the 
two-year-old team debuted at No. 9. 
They've been in it every week since and this week are No. 6, 
up five spots from last week because of a six-game winning 
streak and seven-game point streak. 
The top three teams in the Super 16 are the same as they 
were last week with the Boston Bruins in first, the New 
Jersey Devils in second and the Vegas Golden Knights in 
third. 
The Toronto Maple Leafs are up four spots to No. 4 and the 
Winnipeg Jets are up two spots and are now No. 5. 
There are some unexpected teams in the top five and spread 
throughout the Super 16, which is why the theme of the 
rankings this week is the surprises of the season with 
participating NHL.com staff writers offering their thoughts for 
each team. 
As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 
Here is the Super 16, with the surprising thoughts from the 
staff members, whose individual rankings are below: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (19-3-0) 

Total points: 206 
Last week: No. 1 
"The biggest surprise for the Bruins is their sheer 
dominance, especially at home. They have started the 
season with 13 consecutive wins at TD Garden, setting a 
new NHL record, and meaning that new coach Jim 
Montgomery has yet to leave the building without a rousing 
rendition of "Dirty Water." Every game certainly hasn't been 
easy -- note their comeback from 2-0 down to the Carolina 
Hurricanes on "Black Friday" -- but there seems to be a 
feeling around the room that each game is theirs for the 
taking. Some prognosticators had them out of the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs or a fringe team and yet, they're probably the 
best team in hockey. Yeah, I'd call that a surprise." -- Amalie 
Benjamin, staff writer 

2. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (19-4-0) 

Total points: 194 
Last week: No. 2 
"The Devils have been full of surprises this season, but I 
think the biggest thus far has been in goal. Vitek Vanecek 

continues to establish himself as a No. 1 in the NHL and has 
played an enormous role in New Jersey's remarkable 
success. Vanecek had a .908 save percentage in each of his 
two seasons with the Washington Capitals, but his .923 with 
the Devils is fifth among goalies who have played at least 10 
games. Whether he can play at this level for another five 
months remains to be seen, but Vanecek has proven to be a 
great addition." -- Brian Compton, managing editor 

3. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (17-6-1) 

Total points: 178 
Last week: No. 3 
"The biggest surprise here is how goalie Logan Thompson 
was more than ready to fill the void left by Robin Lehner, 
whose hip surgery in August cost him this season. I figured 
the 25-year-old rookie would be good. I wasn't sure he'd be 
this good. He's 12-4-0 with a 2.44 goals-against average, 
.921 save percentage and two shutouts. The Golden Knights 
were bound to be better this season, considering they almost 
made the Stanley Cup Playoffs in 2021-22 despite more than 
500-man games lost due to injuries. But Thompson is a big 
reason why they're first in the Pacific Division." -- Tracey 
Myers, staff writer 

4. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (15-5-5) 

Total points: 147 
Last week: No. 8 
"The biggest surprise for the Maple Leafs is their goaltending 
and defense have held up despite a slew of injuries. Prior to 
games Wednesday, Toronto is third in the NHL allowing 2.48 
goals per game and tied for fourth with a .933 save 
percentage 5-on-5. With Matt Murray (5-1-1, 2.44 goals-
against average, .927 save percentage) being sidelined from 
Oct. 12-Nov. 15 with an adductor injury and Ilya Samsonov 
(7-2-0, 2.09 GAA, .924 save percentage) missing three and a 
half weeks with a knee injury before returning for a 3-1 win 
against the San Jose Sharks on Wednesday, Erik Kallgren 
(3-2-4, 2.67 GAA, .898 save percentage) helped hold the fort 
in net. On defense, the Maple Leafs are missing Morgan 
Rielly (knee), TJ Brodie (oblique), Jordie Benn (upper body) 
and Jake Muzzin (neck) but have won five in a row and are 
8-0-2 in their past 10 games. It hasn't been because they are 
outscoring their problems; Toronto is 18th with 3.04 goals 
per game." -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

5. WINNIPEG JETS (14-6-1) 

Total points: 135 
Last week: No. 7 
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"The Jets have been one of the biggest surprises so far this 
season. They have overcome the absence of Rick Bowness 
due to COVID-19. Though they rank in the middle of the 
pack in goals, they are one of the best in goals against. 
Connor Hellebuyck (11-5-1, 2.29 GAA, .931 save 
percentage, three shutouts) has been outstanding and could 
win the Vezina Trophy like he did in 2020-21, when he was 
voted the best goalie in the NHL. He was sixth in voting for 
the Hart Trophy that season. Will he contend for most 
valuable player again?" -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

6. SEATTLE KRAKEN (14-5-3) 

Total points: 132 
Last week: No. 11 
"The biggest surprise for the Kraken has to be their record. 
For as good as the Golden Knights have been, Seattle is just 
four points out of first place in the Pacific Division with two 
games in hand. The Kraken have won six in a row to set a 
team record. Goalie Martin Jones, who was supposed to be 
the backup, is 12-4-2 with a 2.90 GAA and has won each of 
his past five starts, and Jordan Eberle has seen an offensive 
resurgence with 21 points in 22 games after having 44 points 
in 79 games last season." -- David Satriano, staff writer 

7. COLORADO AVALANCHE (12-7-1) 

Total points: 131 
Last week: No. 4 
"The biggest surprise for the Stanley Cup champions is that 
their powerhouse offense is 20th in the NHL so far (66 goals 
for). The power play is surely not the problem since the 
Avalanche, who are third in the Central Division, have the 
best conversion rate in the NHL (32.4 percent). Generating 
goals at 5-on-5 is the main concern. The Avalanche are 
doing great defensively with 52 goals against, third best 
behind Boston and New Jersey. Goalie Alexandar 
Georgiev's performance (10-3-1, 2.48 GAA, .926 save 
percentage, one shutout) ranks as a good surprise." -- 
Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

8. DALLAS STARS (13-6-4) 

Total points: 130 
Last week: No. 6 
"I have the Stars No. 9 this week and I expect them to be in 
the postseason hunt all season. One of the more pleasant 
surprises is how proficient Dallas has been on offense. 
Under coach Peter DeBoer, the Stars are second in the NHL 
with 3.83 goals-per game, an increase from 21st and 2.84 
per game last season. Among the scoring leaders is 38-year-
old forward Joe Pavelski, who continues to thrive despite his 
age on one of the top lines in the League with center Roope 
Hintz and left wing Jason Robertson. Pavelski, who signed a 
one-year contract to remain with Dallas on March 11, is tied 
with Hintz for third on the Stars with 24 points (10 goals, 14 
assists) in 23 games." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer   

9. CAROLINA HURRICANES (12-6-5) 

Total points: 113 
Last week: No. 5 
"Martin Necas has been a pleasant and much-needed 
surprise for the Hurricanes, sharing the team lead with 
Sebastian Aho with 25 points (11 goals, 14 assists) in 23 
games. The Hurricanes needed the 23-year-old forward to 

take another step this season after he had 40 points (14 
goals, 26 assists) in 78 games last season, and he appears 
be reaching the offensive potential they saw when they 
selected him with the No. 12 pick in the 2017 NHL Draft. 
That's been a welcome boost for Carolina, which has 
struggled to score at times while waiting for offseason 
addition Max Pacioretty to return from a torn Achilles tendon 
and Teuvo Teravainen out since Nov. 10 with an upper-body 
injury." -- Gulitti 

10. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (15-9-0) 

Total points: 97 
Last week: No. 9 
"Every team goes through peaks and valleys, but it feels like 
the Islanders' current altitude is higher than any peak in the 
entire state of New York. After stumbling out of the gate, the 
Islanders have been on a consistent upswing for the past five 
weeks. Did you honestly expect them to be above the 
Hurricanes, Pittsburgh Penguins, or New York Rangers in 
the standings at the end of November? I sure didn't. Their 26 
points since Oct. 26 are tied with the Bruins for second 
behind the Devils (30) in that span. They remain solid 
defensively, allowing 2.82 goals against per game that's tied 
with the Vancouver Canucks for seventh and rank fourth with 
an 84.2 percent penalty kill. But they are also surprisingly 
good offensively (in the upper half in both scoring and on the 
power play), mostly thanks to crushing it down the stretch. 
Their 35 third-period goals are first in the NHL." -- Paul 
Strizhevsky, staff writer  

11. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (13-8-1) 

Total points: 92 
Last week: No. 10 
"Steven Stamkos is six goals from 500 and needs one point 
to reach 1,000 in the NHL, a milestone the forward can reach 
against Philadelphia Flyers on Thursday. What is pleasantly 
surprising for the Lightning is that he is producing career 
numbers even at age 32. Despite the wear and tear on his 
body from an injury plagued career, he is putting up the best 
single-season stats he's ever had. After Stamkos had an 
NHL career-best 106 points last season, he has 27 points 
(13 goals, 14 assists in 22 games) and is on a 101-point 
pace. Those would be the two highest totals of his career. 
The Tampa Bay captain is showing he has plenty left in the 
tank." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

12. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (11-8-4) 

Total points: 62 
Last week: No. 16 
"The biggest surprise with the Penguins is how much of a 
struggle it has been for them defensively at times this 
season. They're allowing 3.17 goals per game, on track to be 
the most since 2005-06 (3.78). Part of that has to do with the 
fact that the NHL in general has become a more offensive 
league, but the Penguins are also allowing 33.9 shots on 
goal per game, which is more than they have ever allowed in 
the Sidney Crosby era that dates to 2005-06. The good news 
is they have been better of late, allowing 12 goals in their 
past six games, four in a 4-1 loss to the Maple Leafs on Nov. 
26. The Penguins need to keep the trend going so they can 
give themselves the best chance to climb the Metropolitan 
Division standings." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 
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13. DETROIT RED WINGS (11-6-5) 

Total points: 41 
Last week: No. 15 
"When the Red Wings signed forward Dominik Kubalik to a 
two-year contract July 13, it was far from a heralded move. It 
wasn't even the Red Wings' most notable forward signing 
that day, ranking behind the five-year contract signed by 
Andrew Copp and the two-year contract for David Perron. 
But it's been Kubalik that arguably has had the biggest 
impact of any of the new skaters. His nine goals and four 
power-play goals are tied with captain Dylan Larkin for the 
Red Wings lead, he's second to Larkin with 22 points, and 
his presence as another scoring option on the power play is 
a big reason Detroit is 20.5 percent on the man-advantage, 
up from 16.3 percent last season. Kubalik is averaging 16:36 
of ice time in 22 games, far ahead of the 14:45 per game he 
averaged in his first three NHL seasons with the Chicago 
Blackhawks. Kubalik wasn't expected to play like a first line 
forward, but he's certainly producing like one. -- Adam 
Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

14. LOS ANGELES KINGS (12-9-4) 

Total points: 32 
Last week: No. 14 
"The biggest surprise for the Kings is easily the fact that 
they're a more wide-open team, trading chances, and giving 
up goals in bunches. They are allowing 3.60 goals per game, 
bottom third in the NHL. It's mitigated slightly by the fact that 
they're scoring 3.36 goals per game and have three wins in 
games they allowed at least four goals. But they have given 
up at least four in 13 of their 25 games. If that trend 
continues, they won't make the playoffs. Jonathan Quick has 
a 3.30 GAA and .890 save percentage. Cal Peterson is 
worse at 3.75 and .868. The Kings scored eight goals on 
Tuesday and lost 9-8 in overtime against Seattle. Think 
about that for a second, they scored eight goals and got one 
point. Shocking." -- Rosen 

15. EDMONTON OILERS (13-10-0) 

Total points: 31 
Last week: Unranked 
"The Oilers' biggest surprise has been their inconsistent, or 
rather, subpar starts. It's been going on too long and it 
requires so much effort for them to overcome. They have 
allowed the first goal in 14 of 23 games, going 5-9-0. They've 
had the lead after the first period three times and have a 
negative-nine goal differential in the first (23-14). Their third 
periods have been strong, arguably their best period. They 
have three wins when trailing after two periods, including 
coming back from 3-0 down after two against the New York 
Rangers on Saturday to win 4-3 in regulation. They are 4-0-0 
when tied after two, but the slow starts are a big reason for 
the Oilers surprising inconsistent play this season." -- Rosen 

16. ST. LOUIS BLUES (11-11-0) 

Total points: 21 
Last week: No. 12 
"The Blues' inability to be consistent is their most surprising 
characteristic. This is a team that is generally consistent in its 
effort and the attending results. That has not been the case 
this season. There have been wild swings in their play as 
evidenced by a run of eight games without a win, followed by 

a seven-game winning streak. They were outscored 38-12 in 
the eight-game losing streak and then outscored the 
opposition 30-16 during the winning streak. Defensively, they 
have been shockingly loose this season, allowing 3.55 goals-
against per game. In each of the past four seasons, the 
Blues have allowed an average of less than three goals per 
game. -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior director of editorial 
Others receiving points: New York Rangers 14, Calgary 
Flames 6, Florida Panthers 3, Minnesota Wild 2, Nashville 
Predators 1 
Dropped out: Rangers (No. 13) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Seattle 
Kraken; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. 
Dallas Stars; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Florida 
Panthers 
BRIAN COMPTON 
1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Seattle Kraken; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Dallas Stars; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. Carolina Hurricanes; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Florida 
Panthers 
NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Seattle Kraken; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Detroit 
Red Wings; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 
TOM GULITTI  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. Seattle 
Kraken; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. New York 
Rangers 
ADAM KIMELMAN 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Seattle Kraken; 
7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. New York 
Islanders; 12. New York Rangers; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Minnesota 
Wild 
ROBERT LAFLAMME  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. New York Islanders; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. Los Angeles Kings; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. New York 
Rangers 
MIKE G. MORREALE 
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1. Boston Bruins; 2. Carolina Hurricanes; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Colorado Avalanche; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. New York Islanders; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York 
Rangers; 14. Seattle Kraken; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Calgary Flames 
TRACEY MYERS  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Seattle Kraken; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Winnipeg Jets; 9. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 10. Los Angeles Kings; 11. Colorado Avalanche; 
12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
Detroit Red Wings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. New York 
Rangers 
SHAWN P. ROARKE  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. St. Louis Blues; 13. New York Islanders; 14. Los 
Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Nashville Predators 
DAN ROSEN  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Vegas Golden Knights; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 14. 
St. Louis Blues; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Calgary Flames 
DAVID SATRIANO 
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. New 
York Islanders; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Colorado Avalanche; 9. 
Winnipeg Jets; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. St. Louis Blues; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Detroit Red Wings; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 
PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 
1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Seattle Kraken; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. 
Colorado Avalanche; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. 
Calgary Flames 
MIKE ZEISBERGER  
1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Colorado Avalanche; 6. 
Dallas Stars; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. 
Winnipeg Jets; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Calgary Flames; 15. New York Rangers; 16. Florida 
Panthers 

Mailbag: Devils, Bruins better than expected; Rangers issues 

By Dan Rosen 

Here is the Nov. 30 edition of the mailbag, where we answer 
your questions asked on Twitter using #OvertheBoards. 
Tweet your questions to @drosennhl.  
How about three surprises thus far this season? What 
team(s)/player(s) have surprised you the most? Could be 

good or bad. Is there one storyline that you didn't see 
coming? -- @theashcity 
I'll give you three good and three not so good.  
Let's start with the good. 
1. The New Jersey Devils are really good. That's something I 
did not see coming. I thought they'd take a step in the right 
direction; I didn't think they'd climb the stairs. They've won 19 
of their first 23 games (19-4-0), including 16 of their past 17 
and 10 straight on the road. They're deep, fast, skilled and 
relentless. Centers Jack Hughes (12 goals, 14 assists) and 
Nico Hischier (10 goals, 15 assists) have taken huge steps. 
The Devils are 17-0-0 when Hischier gets at least one point 
and 9-0-0 when Hughes scores a goal. Vitek Vanecek is 
playing like a No. 1 goalie. The Devils are for real. 
2. The Boston Bruins are better than I thought. New coach, 
missing key players at the start of the season, goalie 
questions, age questions. They had it all going into the 
season, but they haven't blinked. I love the way they play, 
the way they move the puck, how quickly they make plays, 
how stout they are defensively. The third period is their best 
period. They are 13-0-0 when scoring the first goal and have 
outscored their opposition 34-12 in the third. 
3. Quietly, Martin Necas is having a strong season. He is tied 
with Sebastian Aho for first on the Carolina Hurricanes with 
25 points (11 goals, 14 assists) in 23 games this season. It's 
surprising to me because the 23-year-old forward looked lost 
in the Eastern Conference Second Round against the New 
York Rangers last season. I covered that seven-game series 
and Necas left me unimpressed. It looked like he was on a 
different page, the wrong one, but his game has matured and 
he's on the same page. He didn't score his 10th goal until his 
59th game last season. He got No. 10 in the 22nd game this 
season. It's not a big story around the NHL, but it looks like 
Necas is starting to live up to his potential as the No. 12 pick 
in the 2017 NHL Draft. 
The not so good: 
1. I picked the Vancouver Canucks to make the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs as the third-place team in the Pacific Division. They 
are starting to play better, but it floors me that they routinely 
have the same problem holding leads. Entering Tuesday, 
they had lost seven games while holding a multigoal lead (0-
5-2). They blew third period leads against the Minnesota 
Wild on Oct. 20 (a 4-3 overtime loss) and against the San 
Jose Sharks on Sunday (4-3 overtime win). Mind boggling. 
2. The three finalists for the 2022 Vezina Trophy voted as the 
best goalie in the NHL were Igor Shesterkin (Rangers), who 
won it, Jacob Markstrom (Calgary Flames), the first runner-
up, and Juuse Saros (Nashville Predators). None of them 
received a top five vote from the panel of 14 NHL.com 
writers that recently participated in first in-season installment 
of our Trophy Tracker series. Shesterkin called himself out 
after a 5-3 loss to the Devils on Monday, saying "goalie 
played [expletive] game again. I feel so bad and play so bad. 
I'm ashamed." Shesterkin is 10-4-3 with a 2.58 goals-against 
average and .913 save percentage. Those are solid 
numbers, but he set a higher standard last season and he's 
been a part of the reason why the Rangers are 11-9-4 and 
tied for fourth in the Metropolitan Division. Markstrom is 8-5-2 
with a 3.03 GAA and .889 save percentage for Calgary, 
which is 10-9-3, fifth in the Pacific Division. Saros is 8-6-2 
with a 2.92 GAA and .910 save percentage for Nashville, 
which is 10-9-2, tied for fourth in the Central Division. 
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3. The Minnesota Wild needed more from center Marco 
Rossi this season. He had one assist in 16 games before he 
was sent to Iowa of the American Hockey League on 
Monday. The Wild are in a difficult situation with the NHL 
salary cap because of the dead money they're carrying 
resulting from the buyouts of defenseman Ryan Suter and 
defenseman Zach Parise. It makes it even more imperative 
that players like Rossi, high draft picks who are on entry-
level contracts, have an impact. I think Rossi, the No. 9 pick 
in the 2020 NHL Draft, will be a good player for the Wild, but 
his lack of any kind of impact is surprising.  
Is it too early to panic about the Rangers missing the playoffs 
this season? -- @KREIDERMAN20 
Panic? Yes. Worry? No. 
Panic is too strong of an emotion for any team 24 games into 
the season, but the Rangers are struggling and frustrated. 
They're not scoring at the rate they expect (3.00 goals per 
game, tied for 19th in the NHL). Their power play can look 
dangerous, but it isn't producing enough (21.3 percent, 18th). 
They're middle of the pack in 5-on-5 scoring (47 goals in 24 
games). Turnovers are a problem. Their in-game funks last 
too long. Shesterkin hasn't bailed them out as often as he did 
last season, but he has all 10 of their wins because Jaroslav 
Halak hasn't delivered in the backup role but made 34 saves 
in a 3-1 win against the Ottawa Senators on Wednesday. 
Lately, the Rangers have struggled to hold multigoal leads, 
losing 4-3 to the Edmonton Oilers on Saturday after leading 
3-0 going into the third period and to the Devils on Monday 
after taking a 2-0 lead 3:01 into the first. They have holes in 
their lineup. They didn't sign forward Jimmy Vesey to play in 
the top six, but he has. Alexis Lafreniere has three goals. 
Kaapo Kakko has four. They need more offense from both. 
Artemi Panarin and Vincent Trocheck, New York's big 
offseason free agent signing, have not meshed like the 
Rangers hoped. The lack of a solid and reliable veteran 
defenseman on their third pair is apparent. 
So, worry about the Rangers now, the fact that they're tied 
for fourth in the Metropolitan Division and lost three straight 
before Wednesday's win, including two blown multigoal 
leads, and not getting the saves they need at key times from 
Shesterkin or the power-play production they require. But 
don't panic yet. Let's see how they handle the rest of this 
week, with another game against the Senators and one 
against the Chicago Blackhawks. If they want to get back on 
track, they need to win all three. 

 Ilya Sorokin is the goalie Islanders fans have been waiting 
for since Roberto Luongo was traded to get Rick DiPietro. If 
he keeps up this level of play, does he deserve Hart Trophy 
nods at the end of the season, or not quite there yet? -- 
@mikeybox 
I'm not ready to say Sorokin deserves Hart Trophy votes, but 
he should be in the Vezina Trophy conversation. He has a 
chance to play his way into the MVP conversation, but it's 
hard to compare what he's doing for the Islanders to what 
Shesterkin did for the Rangers last season, when he was the 
second runner-up for the Hart Trophy. Shesterkin earned his 
Hart votes because he was the main reason why the 
Rangers stayed in the playoff race leading into the 2022 NHL 
Trade Deadline, when they upgraded their forward depth and 
started to play better in front of the goalie. He saved them on 
a lot of nights. He was the reason they were winning. The 
Islanders are mostly solid in front of Sorokin. They're a better 
team now than the Rangers were at this time last season. 
They're better than the Rangers are now too. But Sorokin 
has been outstanding, arguably the best goalie in the NHL 
with a 2.18 GAA and .933 save percentage in 17 games (16 
starts). But for a goalie to get into the MVP conversation he 
has to be having a generationally good season. I'm not ready 
to put Connor Hellebuyck (Winnipeg Jets), Linus Ullmark 
(Bruins) or Logan Thompson (Vegas Golden Knights) in the 
MVP conversation yet either. All four should be in the Vezina 
conversation.  
 How do you see Alex Galchenyuk fitting in with the 
Avalanche? -- @avrilanche 
This is a necessary and relatively risk-free addition because 
of all the subtractions the Colorado Avalanche are dealing 
with because of injuries at forward. Galchenyuk isn't coming 
in cold. He had seven points (three goals, four assists) in 
seven games for Colorado of the AHL after signing a PTO 
with them Nov. 9. He can play center or wing. He can be a 
dangerous scorer, and the Avalanche need forwards who 
can do that. Galchenyuk's deficiency is away from the puck, 
but when he has it, he's dynamic. The Avalanche are 
missing Gabriel Landeskog (knee surgery), Valeri Nichushkin 
(ankle surgery), Darren Helm (lower body), Evan Rodrigues 
(lower body) and Martin Kaut (illness). If Galchenyuk is a hit, 
the Avalanche will be that much deeper when their injured 
players return and will have some insurance if more go 
down. If he's a dud, they're not tied into him for long. It's a 
pro-rated one-year contract. If he skates and creates 
chances, he'll be a hit.
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About Last Night: I didn’t hear no bell 

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes started off their six-game road trip 
on the right foot, managing to stave off the Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ late pushback Tuesday night at PPG Paints Arena 
in a 3-2 overtime victory. 
The theme of the game could be summed up as “Sticking to 
it,” as all three Hurricanes goals came off of either playing 
until the end or second chances. It was a good sign for a 
group that had recently been undone by poor luck time and 
time again to show a strong brand of resiliency.  
“We had a good game,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“We played hard. They kind of had a little push in the third 
and we had a little mess up on the 6-on-5, probably should 
have kept the pressure on and we came off and they just 
floored one in. I also didn’t love our first period, especially 
after our first power play. I felt it gave them life. But after that 
goal, I felt like we really played a solid game. After a little bit 
of a sluggish start I thought we were solid.” 
Early on, it was all Pittsburgh, as the Penguins stormed out 
of the gate with momentum and a quick strike by superstar 
Sidney Crosby saw the Canes trailing within the first five 
minutes. 
But Carolina tightened up a bit from there and goaltender 
Pyotr Kochetkov didn’t let the early goal shake his mentality. 
Kochetkov has showcased his strong mentality throughout 
his young North American career and it might be one of his 
greatest strengths.  
The Russian turned aside 30 shots in the win and stopped 
0.46 goals above expected to bring his season goals saved 
above expected total to 6.9 according to MoneyPuck.com. 
“They came out pretty hard,” said Sebastian Aho. “We 
expected it, but still they have a good team as well. After that 
goal, we kind of regrouped pretty well and took over the 
game.” 
The Hurricanes then flipped the script in the second period, 
pushing both the pace and shot counter up, and it was some 
names that we keep coming back to this season leading the 
charge.  
Martin Necas found himself in the right place at the right time 
to put away a Brett Pesce point shot that encumbered Pens 
goaltender Tristan Jarry. The puck trickled to Necas at the 
side of the goal and he pushed his goal total to 11 on the 
season. 
Following up on that later in the period, the Hurricanes forced 
a turnover in the neutral zone leading to a rush into the 
Penguins’ zone. Sebastian Aho put a shot towards the net 
and Jarry failed to glove it properly, allowing it to spurt free to 
the side of the goal. 
That’s when Andrei Svechnikov swooped in, collected the 
puck and executed a quick wrap-around goal — his team 
leading 14th of the season — to put the Hurricanes ahead. 

We’ve seen both players dazzle with their individual skills, 
passes and snipes, but last night showed that effort and 
determination are just as important.  
Cycling pucks, winning net front battles and being in close for 
rebounds is a crucial key to success and one that can’t be 
overstated. 
“It all starts with the effort,” Aho said. “The guys are working 
hard and the goalies have been good for us. Penalty kill has 
been pretty good for us too the last couple of games. Just 
being able to stick with it and get the two points.” 
But Pittsburgh is a team with a lot of star power and they 
wouldn’t go down without a fight. With Jarry pulled for the 
extra attacker, the Penguins managed to keep themselves 
alive as Jake Guentzel found a soft spot in the Canes’ 
coverage and managed to deflect a point shot in past 
Kochetkov.  
The game was headed to overtime, an area where the 
Canes had not been too fond of recently.  
The chances went back and forth, but a bit over two minutes 
in, some controversy struck. 
As Bryan Rust skated with the puck near the benches, Seth 
Jarvis came from behind and knocked him off the puck.  
Jarvis did extend his arms through the check near the 
boards, but Rust also turned his body into a vulnerable 
position right before the hit. It’s a call that could have been 
made, but one the officials deemed not worth a call. The refs 
give and take in any game, but especially in a close overtime 
game where the rules are usually tossed out the window. 
However, the Penguins decided that, regardless of a whistle, 
they were just going to stop playing to try and mug Jarvis, 
allowing Pesce, Svechnikov and the puck to go down the ice 
unimpeded. 
A 2-on-0 commenced and Pesce finished off the Svechnikov 
pass past Jarry for the win. It was Brett Pesce’s second 
straight game-winning goal, having scored the game winner 
three days prior against the Calgary Flames as well. 
“I don’t know really what happened,” Pesce said “I kind of 
saw everyone trying to fight Jarvy and the puck squirted out 
and I didn’t hear a whistle so I was like, ‘Eh, I might as well 
go for a breakaway.’” 
The Hurricanes still have a long trip in front of them with five 
more games remaining before they return home. So it’s 
going to take that consistent resiliency to keep pushing 
through these long days on the road.  
The next challenge will be a stop in St. Louis to take on the 
Blues Thursday night. 
“You’d love to say, ‘Hey, this is going to build into 
something,’ but I'm not a big believer in that too much,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s a new day tomorrow and a there’s 
new game coming up against a really great opponent. But I 
think it does put the guys at ease a little bit knowing that their 
hard work is paying off.” 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: The All Important Thanksgiving Standings 
By Zeke Lukow 

1. New Jersey Devils: 38 Points (19-4-0) 

The New Jersey Devils' historic winning streak ended at 13 
games, but they were quick to bounce back, winning their 
next three games. They ended November with a 13-1-0 
record and have won 13 of their last 21 games. This hot 
streak also saw head coach Lindy Ruff hit a historic 
milestone by winning his 800th NHL game. He is just the fifth 
coach to reach that mark and has the highest win total of all 
active coaches. 571 of those wins came with the Buffalo 
Sabres from 1997-2013, 165 with the Dallas Stars from 
2013-2017, and 64 wins with the New Jersey Devils since 
the 2020-2021 season.  
In the very same game that Ruff earned his 800th win, Jack 
Hughes recorded his first career hat trick. Hughes is having 
an incredible year at the age of 21. Hughes currently leads 
the Devils in goals with 12 and is tied for first in points with 
26. He is doing this while playing on the second line with Erik 
Haula and Dawson Mercer. Hughes has netted five goals in 
his last three games with an active three-game goal streak.  

2. New York Islanders: 30 Points (15-9-0) 

New York Islanders goaltender Ilya Sorokin was named the 
NHL’s third star of the week on Sunday. Sorokin stopped 103 
of the 107 shots that he faced last week which included a 
shutout win against the Edmonton Oilers. Sorokin has been 
lights out for the entire month of November with a .933 save 
percentage which ties for fifth-best in the league for goalies 
who played in four or more games.  
The Islanders have had their last two games against the 
Philadelphia Flyers between Saturday and last night and 
both games came with fireworks. The teams had a brawl to 
end the game on Saturday in a 5-2 win for the Isles and last 
night the game started with two fights in just 20 seconds after 
the teams were seen jawing at the red line during warmups. 
While the Islanders only split the two games, it is nice to see 
a skilled team also be able to play a physical style and try to 
set the tone. Very Long Island of them.  

3. Carolina Hurricanes: 29 Points (12-6-5) 

The Carolina Hurricanes are looking to fully turn around from 
a five-game skid. They have now won two games straight 
due to Brett Pesce who has scored the game-winner in both. 
Last night’s win was a great way to start a six-game road trip 
that sees the Canes playing three teams that are not 
currently in a playoff position.  
The Canes have shuffled their lineup, most notably swapping 
Stefan Noesen and Martin Necas. With Necas now on the 
top line, he has two goals in as many games. It’s great 
seeing Necas getting the trust of Rod Brind’Amour to play on 
the top line, in seasons past he was moved down the lineup 
for lack of defense. That’s not an issue anymore.  
Over the last week, there has been a lot made over the fact 
that Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s production has been lacking 
through the first 22 games. He has just two goals and three 
assists. However, in the last three games, he has recorded 
one goal and one assist, and hopefully, that shows there is 
more production to come. Kotkaniemi has not looked bad 
this season, he fits in with the second line and has a great 
defensive impact. At just $4.8 million his lack of production 

doesn’t hamstring the team, but with the skating and skill, he 
tends to show, the Canes need more production to start 
changing the tide of some of these close games.  

4. Pittsburgh Penguins: 26 Points (11-8-4) 

Kasperi Kapanen re-joined the Pittsburgh Penguins lineup 
last night against the Carolina Hurricanes after having been 
been a healthy scratch in the seven games prior. This was 
his first action since November 12th and marked his 14th 
game played this season. After scoring in the season opener 
he failed to score in his next 12 games and was scratched in 
favor of Danton Heinen. With Heinen on a 17-game dry spell, 
it makes sense to give the Finn another shot in the lineup. 
He has proven to be a capable player for the Pens with back-
to-back 30-point seasons but is on pace for just 20 this 
season.  
Kapanen was a free agent in the offseason and was headed 
to arbitration before re-signing with the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
He signed a two-year contract with a $3.2 million cap hit and 
is being scratched in favor of a player with a $1 million cap 
hit. The issue this brings for the Penguins is that they have 
only $72,819 in projected cap space according to 
CapFriendly, and so that doesn’t leave them a ton of wiggle 
room when it comes to the trade deadline for a team that will 
be looking to make a playoff push.  

5. New York Rangers: 24 Points (10-9-4) 

With the emergence of Julien Gauthier in the lineup, the New 
York Rangers’ Ryan Reaves became the odd man out of the 
lineup. The Rangers sent Reaves and his $1.75 million cap 
hit to the Minnesota Wild in exchange for a 2025 fifth-round 
pick. Gauthier has one goal and four assists in 14 games this 
season while playing on the resurgent fourth line. His play 
has also made it tough for Gerrard Gallant to find time to play 
another forward prospect hoping to make the jump, forward 
Vitali Kravtsov. Kravtsov has been a healthy scratch in six 
straight games and also missed time with an injury, an 
illness, and an emergency dental procedure.  
This is similar to the situation with Shane Wright in Seattle. 
After missing five consecutive games, players are able to be 
put on 14-day conditioning stints in the AHL without having to 
go on waivers. This offseason he returned to the Rangers on 
a one-way contract knowing it would guarantee more NHL 
playing time. Previously, Kravtsov had been very against 
playing in the AHL which also led to a trade request. This 
time talks between the Rangers and his camp are much 
more positive knowing it’s with a long-term plan to stay with 
the NHL club.  

6. Washington Capitals: 23 Points (10-11-3) 

Last Wednesday the Washington Capitals had T.J. Oshie 
return from injury and he made an immediate impact on the 
Caps. Heading into last night’s game, he has recorded one 
goal and three assists in three games played. He has been 
playing on the second line with Evgeny Kuznetsov and 
Sonny Milano and has also helped to raise their games as 
well. Since returning Milano has recorded three of his four 
points this season and Kuznetsov has scored one of his 
three goals this season. 
Alexander Ovechkin also continues to surpass scoring 
benchmarks in his historic career, showing no signs of 
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slowing down. Last night he passed Wayne Gretzky for the 
most goals scored on the road with 403. He is now just 
seven goals away from scoring 800 career goals and just 
nine away from passing Gordie Howe. This season he is on 
pace to score 42 goals and 75 total points. Every year 
heading into the new season there are questions on whether 
or not he will be able to continue to score at his pace, but he 
just hasn’t slowed down. It seems like a formality now that he 
will pass Wayne Gretzky’s career goal record. 

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 21 Points (8-10-5) 

The Philadelphia Flyers put yet another player on IR. This 
time forward Travis Konecny was placed on IR yesterday 
due to an upper-body injury. Konecny was originally hurt on 
November 17th, so the move can be retroactive to that date. 
Moving him to IR opens up a roster spot for defenseman 
Egor Zamula. Zamula’s call-up helps after Tony DeAngelo 
left practice yesterday. DeAngelo missed last night’s game 
and head coach John Tortorella originally said “He will either 
play tonight or miss six weeks.” DeAngelo did not play so 
Zamula may see some ice time.  
Kevin Hayes has seen his fair share of discipline from 
Tortorella. Earlier this season he was benched for an entire 
period. Over the past two weeks, he was moved from center 
to wing, been dropped to the third line, and now last Friday 
he was moved to the fourth line for the last two periods of the 
game. He still leads the team in points with 24 in 21 games, 

but that hasn’t impressed John Tortorella. Hayes could be 
used as an example since he is one of three alternate 
captains on the team and Torts could be showing the young 
guys that everyone is held accountable. He was still stuck on 
the third line as a winger despite scoring two goals which 
included the game-sealing empty netter last night.  

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 16 Points (7-12-2) 

The Columbus Blue Jackets had their game on Saturday 
against the Nashville Predators postponed. A water main 
break in downtown Nashville which forced the postponement 
of two different NHL games and forced the Music City 
Hockey Classic to change venues. There has not been an 
announced makeup date for the game. The main damage 
has been done to the event level of the arena, but specifics 
have not been announced. 
This offseason the Blue Jackets signed 25-year-old 
defenseman Marcus Bjork to a one-year entry-level contract. 
The defenseman had previously played in Sweden in the 
SHL before starting this season with the Cleveland Monsters 
of the AHL. With all of the injuries to top defensemen, Bjork 
has been called up to the NHL where he has one goal and 
three assists in seven games. Bjork has quickly carved a role 
for himself with the Jackets and is currently quarterbacking 
the top power-play unit and averaging over 20:00 per game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3955839/2022/12/01/hurricanes-player-analysis-brindamour/ 
https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-december-1/c-338230778 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/30/23486381/about-last-night-i-didnt-hear-no-bell-carolina-hurricanes-pittsburgh-penguins-pesce-
svechnikov-necas 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/11/30/23485491/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-the-all-important-thanksgiving-standings-
devils-hurricanes 
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1261013 St Louis Blues 

 

Blues notebook: Robert Thomas expects to play against Carolina 
Hurricanes 

 

Joe Lyons5-6 minutes 

 

The Blues expect to have center Robert Thomas back on the ice when 
they take on the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night at Enterprise 
Center. 

Thomas sat out Monday’s loss to visiting Dallas due to a lower-body 
injury suffered late in the Blues’ dramatic overtime road win Saturday 
over the Florida Panthers. He tested out the injury during Tuesday’s 
optional skate and was a full participant in Wednesday’s practice in 
Maryland Heights. 

“He got through practice; he looked good out there,” Blues coach Craig 
Berube said. “I didn’t see him really have any issues, which is good.” 

Thomas leads the Blues in scoring this season with four goals and 15 
assists for 19 points. 

“It went really well. Felt good out there, so I’m hoping to be back 
tomorrow,” Thomas said after Wednesday’s workout. “It wasn’t too 
promising right away, but the last couple of days, it felt a lot better. I think 
I got pretty lucky and feel fortunate for that.” 

Thomas said the injury happened when he went into the boards 
awkwardly in Florida. 

“It’s a play that happens all the time,” Thomas recalled. “I tried to cut it 
really quickly, and sometimes you just catch an edge and end up going 
into the boards.” 

And at practice Wednesday ... 

“Felt a lot better than I thought I would,” he said. 

Veteran defenseman Torey Krug said that Thomas was clearly missed. 

“We were worried there, and I think he was as well,” Krug said of the 
injury. “To come out of it and only miss a game, we’re obviously lucky to 
have him as a player and as a teammate. You’re missing a game-
changer for sure, a guy that can make something out of nothing. Guys 
like playing with him because he can get the puck on their stick in a clean 
way. Just a great player who plays in most situations now and who’s 
developing into a leader on the team.” 

Toropchenko sent to Springfield 

The Blues sent forward Alexey Toropchenko to the Springfield 
(Massachusetts) Thunderbirds of the AHL on a conditioning assignment 
Tuesday. 

Toropchenko, 23, has one goal in 15 games this season. A fourth-round 
draft choice in 2017, he filled in solidly last year with a pair of goals in 28 
regular-season games and added two assists while playing in all 12 of 
the Blues’ postseason contests. 

He underwent offseason shoulder surgery and worked hard to return to 
the lineup quicker than expected. 

“His shoulder’s fine,” Berube said. “He just needs to play hockey. He 
hasn’t played a lot; he just needs to go down and play a little bit and get 
going. I don’t think it’s because of the shoulder; it’s missing camp and 
missing all the work in camp and the games probably has a lot to do with 
it. I think going down there, he’s going to play lots of minutes and play in 
key situations which will be good for him.” 

Scouting the Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes enter Thursday’s game at 12-6-5 and in third place in the 
Metropolitan Division. This will be the second of six consecutive road 
games for Carolina, which has won its past two following a 0-1-4 skid that 
included OT losses against Colorado, Minnesota, Winnipeg and Boston. 

The Hurricanes are led offensively by Martin Necas (11 goals, 14 
assists), Sebastian Aho (nine goals, 16 assists) and Andrei Svechnikov 
(14 goals, 10 assists). 

In goal, Antti Raanta (4-2-0-2, 2.47 goals against average, .901 save 
percentage) and Frederik Andersen (5-3, 2.72, .891) have made eight 
starts while Pyotr Kochetkov (3-1-0-3, 2.27, .917) has made seven. 

Carolina closed out November with a 3-2 overtime win at Pittsburgh on 
Tuesday as defenseman Brett Pesce scored 2:20 into the extra period. 

The Hurricanes are coached by Rod Brind’Amour, who was drafted ninth 
overall by the Blues in 1988 and began his NHL career in St. Louis. 

“They’re a strong team, a lot like Dallas,” the Blues’ Thomas said. 
“They’re relentless on the forecheck and have a ton of skilled players. It’ll 
be a big test for us, and I know we’ll be ready for it.” 

Berube added: “They’re fast and on you, don’t give you much time or 
space out there. ... It’s heavy man-on-man everywhere, and they’re good 
at it.” 

Walker roots for Australian soccer team 

 

Blues winger Nathan Walker isn’t exactly a soccer guy, but he’s lived in 
Australia since age 2. So he pays some attention to that country’s soccer 
squad. 

With a 1-0 victory over Denmark on Wednesday, Australia (2-1) 
advances along with France as qualifiers from group D. Australia will next 
play against Argentina on Saturday with the winner advancing to take on 
the USA/Netherlands winner on Friday, Dec. 9. 

“It’s great for the country, that’s for sure,” said Walker, who was born in 
Wales and who returns to Australia once the hockey season wraps up. 
“I’m not a huge soccer fan, but when your nation plays, you become a 
fan and you root for them.” 
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Blues battling to balance hope with reality when it comes to puck play 
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“Hope springs eternal,” wrote 18th century English poet Alexander Pope. 

“‘Hope’ is the thing with feathers,” wrote 19th century American poet 
Emily Dickinson, possibly thinking of badminton. 

“Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things,” wrote modern American 
author Stephen King. 

“You can’t play ‘hope’ hockey,” said 21st century Blues coach Craig 
Berube. 

While optimism is generally considered a good thing, in hockey, it has its 
limits. As the Blues have stumbled through the early stages of the 
season, they have been tormented by a tendency to think big when 
thinking small would work better. They go for broke, and end up losing it 
all. 

One of the big problems for Berube is what he terms “hope” plays. “You 
just can’t hope the play works out,” he said. “That stuff has to stop. That’s 
what causes issues. … It’s just decision-making with the puck more than 
anything.” 

Those plays often start in their own end, with a defenseman looking to 
make an outlet pass or even just clear the puck out of the zone but 
instead decides to go for it all and ends up with nothing. In the first three-
fourths of the first period on Monday against Dallas, it wasn’t even home 
runs the Blues tried for and missed; sometimes the Blues, both 
defensemen and forwards alike, just had trouble getting the puck out of 
their end. 

“We could definitely be a little bit cleaner on execution,” defenseman 
Robert Bortuzzo said, “That’s something we preach here. Coming out of 
our end has been kind of the bread and butter of this team for a while. 
That’s something that should be addressed, and just something we need 
to clean up.” 

“There are certain plays where you make those plays,” Berube said 
Tuesday, “but for the most part, you make the 10-foot pass and get the 
puck going north, get it up to our forwards and get it going as quickly as 
possible. And that goes for all our D, get it up to our forwards as quickly 
as possible and it’s a forward’s obligation to do the right thing with the 
puck coming out of our zone or in the neutral zone.” 

Those passes know no geographic boundaries and can also happen in 
the other team’s end, where a good pass to or through the slot can reap 
big rewards. But if that pass isn’t where it needs to be as it moves 
through the opposing team, it won’t reach its target and just like that, the 
tables are turned. Sometimes the Blues’ eyes are bigger than their aim. 

“There’s times when we can have some more zone time and manage the 
puck, and we try, like he says, to make a ‘hope’ play in the slot,” said 
forward Brandon Saad. “And teams are so tight in the middle there that 
they kind of pick it off and go the other way, and it kind of deflates our 
offense. 

“We could definitely do a better job of managing the puck. ... It’s tough. 
Our execution’s kind of been poor. I don’t know if it’s the amount of 
games or nervousness. But unfortunately we’re getting hemmed in a little 
bit too much. We had some offensive zone shifts where we played pretty 
well. At the end of the day we gotta keep it out of our net.” 

“Sometimes we maybe try to force pucks too much in the middle,” 
defenseman Niko Mikkola said. “I think that’s a little problem sometimes.” 

It is not surprising to see plays like this when things aren’t going well, 
which for the Blues has described much of its season. A team on a losing 
streak often feels it needs a big play, and the Blues have been no 
exception. 

“I think so,” Mikkola said. “When we don’t have the best confidence, 
maybe we try to score too much on a rush. Sometimes when there’s no 
play, we should dump it and chase the puck.” 

And there’s nothing wrong with dumping the puck. 

“That’s part of our game,” Mikkola said, “who can battle harder. 
Sometimes we need to dump the puck and bear down. I think that’s 
Blues hockey.” 

Though the third period against Florida obviously did happen, it stands as 
an anomaly in the span of the Blues’ season. In the other 220 minutes of 
the Blues’ past four games, the team has scored just six goals. If not for 
that period at Florida and an empty-net goal against Anaheim on Nov. 
21, the Blues would have five consecutive games with no more than two 
goals. 

“I think we just need to take care of the puck when we have it,” said 
defenseman Calle Rosen, who continues to make a case for being in the 
lineup every game, “don’t give it away unnecessarily, make smart plays 
to build the game. Some games we definitely haven’t taken care of the 
puck in a good way, and that’s something we have to work on.” 

They also have to work on shooting the puck. The Blues had just 44 shot 
attempts against Dallas, their third-lowest total of the season and lowest 
since the third game of the season. 

“We got to keep harping on (shooting more),” Berube said. “And practice 
it in practice. That’s the only two things you can really do.” 
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Kings place goalie Cal Petersen on waivers 

After giving up nine goals in an overtime loss to Seattle, the Kings review 
all facets of their game 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL |PUBLISHED November 30, 2022 at 2:10 p.m. | 
UPDATED: November 30, 2022 at 3:29 p.m. 

 

As the Kings wobble in their own zone, they will seek short-term stability 
during a visit from one of the NHL’s lowest-scoring teams on Thursday, 
the Arizona Coyotes, who might also help the Kings resolve their 
defensive struggles in the long run with a titillating trade piece. 

Additionally, the Kings placed goalie Cal Petersen on waivers following a 
9-8 overtime loss to the Seattle Kraken on Tuesday. It tied for the 
highest-scoring regular-season contest in Kings history, resembling a 
video game more than an NHL match, with its dizzying torrent of scoring 
and only intermittent structure from the two sides. 

Coach Todd McLellan said that his club lost Tuesday’s game as a group 
and that every area of his roster merited examination. On a night where 
both teams seemed porous and particularly poor defending the slot, the 
Kings also saw turnovers factor into goals against with their two goalies 
taking a nearly even number of lumps. 

Despite McLellan’s comments and the fact that the Kings canceled the 
on-ice portion of their work Wednesday, that evaluation began with a 
bang as Petersen, he of the $5 million cap hit and .868 save percentage, 
was placed on waivers. The move will likely land him in the minors on 
Thursday. 

“We have to look at each of the positions, starting with goal, and then D, 
and then the forwards, and we’ll break down the opportunities that we 
gave up,” McLellan said. “We gave up 30 shots on goal and nine goals, 
so where were they getting the grade-A chances?” 

Center Phillip Danault said the game had a strange feel from the outset 
and that although he’d never been part of such a loose, back-and-forth 
affair, the Kings had to glean wisdom from the loss. 
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“Be stronger defensively, for one. When we make little mistakes, they 
cost us every single time,” he said. “We can’t just keep doing it game 
after game, we have to learn from this. If we want to be a winning team 
and go far in the playoffs, we have to work on it right now.” 

The Kings have surrendered six or more goals five times already this 
season, putting them on pace to do so 16 times. That would signify a 
sharp increase from their nine such defensive debacles last season 
during a campaign fettered by numerous injuries on their blue line. This 
year, the Kings have lost only a handful of man games on defense to 
date. 

On the other side of the puck, the Kings haven’t had many passengers 
aboard their bus. Even slumping winger Adrian Kempe had his first 
multipoint game Tuesday since Oct. 17 and his first goal since Nov. 14. 

The latter date is also when the Kings began a rampage on the power 
play, an element of their game that’s largely been lacking across 
coaching tenures and roster compositions. They’ve converted on over 41 
percent of their opportunities since then, when last season they barely 
cracked 16 percent. For the season, the Kings now sit tied for 11th place 
in conversion rate, though factoring in five goals scored within 10 
seconds of a power play ending they would catapult to third. 

Yet that productivity on the power play has not coincided with success in 
other discrete components of the Kings’ game. Since Nov. 14, they have 
killed just 61 percent of their penalties, the third-worst mark in the NHL 
during the time period in which the Pittsburgh Penguins led the league 
with a perfect 19-for-19 performance. All the scoring with the extra man 
still hasn’t yielded a positive goal differential, neither during that stretch 
nor overall this season, and the Kings continue to keep their heads just 
above the .500 points percentage water line. 

Such push-and-pull dynamics would be welcome for Arizona, which has 
won just one of its past seven games. With that slump, the Coyotes have 
sunk to a position where only three NHL teams have fewer points in the 
standings than they do. 

They started the season away from their temporary home, the relatively 
tiny Mullet Arena in Tempe, for six games, of which they lost four. Their 
current odyssey began Nov. 5 and won’t end until Dec. 7. After capturing 
the first three games on the journey, they’ve skidded across their past 
seven contests, earning just four of a possible 14 points. 

The Coyotes have scored the third-fewest goals in the NHL, just two 
more than last-place Chicago. Yet winger Clayton Keller has been none 
the worse for wear after breaking his leg late last season. He had 63 
points in 67 games then and has continued on a similar pace by notching 
21 in 20 this year. Shayne Gostisbehere has led the Coyotes in 
defensive scoring for the second straight season since arriving in a trade 
from Philadelphia. 

Yet the Arizona defenseman that Kings fans, and those of many other 
franchises, will be watching closely is Jakob Chychrun. Since recovering 
fully from offseason wrist and ankle surgeries, the 24-year-old has 
accumulated three points in four games. He expressed his desire to be 
traded last season and reconfirmed that request publicly in late 
September. The left-shooting blue-liner’s combination of youth, mobility, 
offensive prowess and size make him a coveted commodity among 
contenders and developing teams alike. 

ARIZONA AT KINGS 

When: Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Crypto.com Arena 

TV/Radio: Bally Sports West/IHeartRadio 
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L.A. Kings’ Cal Petersen on waivers — How did it get this bad, and 
what’s next? 

 

By Eric Stephens 

 

EL SEGUNDO, Calif. – The fact that the Kings had a major issue with 
Cal Petersen and his unreliable netminding didn’t just materialize 
Tuesday night, when Petersen came on in relief and failed to rescue 
them from an abominable showing in a 9-8 home loss to Seattle. 

Those seeds were planted in the preseason, when Petersen wasn’t 
particularly solid against Anaheim and Vegas after an injury caused him 
to miss a portion of training camp. And those seeds turned into 
uncontrollable weeds when regular-season games began. The Kings, 
who have been wildly inconsistent in their play, had to score seven times 
to bail Petersen out in Minnesota. Two starts later in Pittsburgh, he was 
pulled after giving up three first-period goals in a 6-1 loss. 

It isn’t all on him, but Petersen has shown a propensity to let in 
questionable goals even in the games in which he is solid. And the Kings 
offered recognition of their serious issue in net when they put 28-year-old 
Petersen on waivers Wednesday. 

Uh-oh. General manager Rob Blake has a pricey problem on his hands. 

Petersen is nine starts into the first year of a three-year, $15 million 
extension, which Blake signed him to before the 2021-22 season. The 
Kings, now emerging from their rebuild and looking to build off last 
season’s playoff performance, had hoped Petersen would be ready by 
now to take over for 36-year-old franchise stalwart Jonathan Quick. 
Petersen has a 5-3-2 record, but that’s mostly because of the goal 
support he’s gotten. He has only three quality starts, a 3.75 goals-against 
average and an .868 save percentage, which is unsightly even if you 
account for increasing scoring league-wide. 

The Kings surely thought they had something in Petersen, who was 
drafted by Buffalo in 2013 but chose to play college hockey at Notre 
Dame. The Kings signed Petersen as a free agent in 2017, then signed 
him to a two-year extension in 2019. By Sept. 2021, when Petersen 
signed the extension, he had appeared in 54 NHL games and ascended 
to become Quick’s backup, but the hoped-for next step has not been 
taken. 

Blake’s problem is compounded by Quick being unable to carry the 
franchise as he once did. Nor should he have to, at this point in his 
career. But between Petersen and Quick, who is in the final year of his 
deal, the Kings have nearly $11 million of cap space tied up in two 
goalies. And it’s not like Quick – with a slash line of 7-6-2/3.30/.890 – has 
been lights-out or has even been duplicating last year’s impressive 
comeback season. 

The Kings could get away with substandard goaltending during The 
Rebuild. They’re supposed to be past that now. Using their summer cap 
space to trade for Kevin Fiala and re-sign Adrian Kempe declared their 
intentions for 2022-23 and Blake, now in his sixth season as GM, could 
be rightly praised for both moves. But he can be rightly assessed for how 
he has handled the Kings’ goalie situation — not to mention an 
unbalanced, undersized defense corps that still hasn’t been addressed. 

For all the prospects they procured in recent years, the area they didn’t 
invest a high-round pick in was the crease. The highest selections during 
Blake’s time as GM have been third-rounder picks Matt Villalta and Lukas 
Parik. Villalta, 23, won 28 games for Ontario last season and is off to an 
excellent start with a .927 save percentage but has also never been seen 
as a can’t-miss prospect. Parik, 21, is essentially out the door, working 
on an AHL deal and now getting starts with the ECHL’s Utah Grizzlies. 
The Kings also have Jacob Ingham, David Hrenak and Juho Markkanen 
in the system. None are close to the NHL. 

The bet was on Petersen taking the throne and now it’s looking like a 
miscalculated one. No one is going to claim him. It would be utterly 
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shocking if a team did. The Kings canceled their on-ice workout 
Wednesday and opted to stay behind closed doors and not hold any 
media availability, so the earliest that the Kings will address the plan for 
Petersen will be Thursday, before their game against Arizona. 

The waiver move is a pure flier to see if a team will bite, but maybe it’s 
also about sending a message to Petersen. Petersen hasn’t been 
average for almost two years now and goaltending coach Bill Ranford, 
who has worked wonders with rehabilitating a few other NHL backstops, 
hasn’t been able to get him straightened out. 

Now, the Kings have two goalies who are question marks working behind 
a team that hasn’t been as committed to playing a tightly structured game 
every night, as they were a year ago. Frustration has been mounting in 
Kings coach Todd McLellan, who broke down Tuesday’s debacle for 
barely more than 90 seconds afterward. 

“We have to look at each of the positions, starting with goal and then 
(defense) and then the forwards,” McLellan said in his solemn, pointed 
press conference. “And we’ll break down the opportunities that we gave 
up. We gave up 30 shots on goal and nine goals. So, where were they 
getting the grade-A chances? What was causing it? And trying to get our 
group to recognize those situations and play them better.” 

Added Phillip Danault, who didn’t ignore how poor they were defensively: 
“I felt like every mistake was going in our net every time. I guess it was 
that kind of game. … If we want to be a winning team, we got to work 
hard. Right now.” 

Even when it wasn’t directed at his goalies, Danault was on the mark. 
Neither Quick nor Petersen has been able to cover up their teammates’ 
mistakes, at least on a consistent basis. Blake has a club that can score 
more but isn’t so talented from first line to fourth line that it can regularly 
outscore teams. He’s got a defense that is anchored by a game Drew 
Doughty — but no longer Norris-level Drew Doughty — plus 17-year vet 
Alex Edler, who is 6-foot-3 but no pure bruiser, and Sean Durzi, an 
effective power-play specialist who often is a liability outside of that. Add 
to that, Durzi is playing right-handed on the left side. 

At some point, Blake must address his defense before the Kings cede 
ground to the other contenders for playoff spots in the West. Seattle, 
which has won six consecutive games, didn’t get the memo that it wasn’t 
ready to have the conference’s second-best record. You imagine 
Edmonton and Calgary will get their acts together and eventually go on 
some sort of 10-3-2 or 13-4-3 run. Minnesota, Nashville and St. Louis 
should be in the wild-card mix. 

So, the Kings made a move on Wednesday to acknowledge that 
something has been off for the first month-plus of the year. Trying to fix 
Petersen in a less-pressurized environment might be the play here, and 
assigning him to the AHL’s Ontario Reign is among their options after 
Petersen clears waivers. The Reign practice out of the Kings’ facility, so 
Blake and his staff would still have a close eye on him. 

While they Kings could still keep Petersen on the roster as their backup, 
the plan should be to get him in a better frame of mind. Instead of being 
an expensive unreliable option limited to spot duty, Petersen can get 
some starts away from the NHL cauldron and sharpen up the technical 
aspects so critical to his game. More importantly, he can rebuild his 
confidence with some good work in Ontario. 

It doesn’t have to be a long-term stint. Veteran netminder Pheonix 
Copley, who has 31 NHL games with St. Louis and Washington, could be 
called upon as a short-term fill-in. And any injury to Quick would bring 
Petersen back up in a heartbeat. But the Kings must find a way to get 
him right. Blake could gain some useful salary-cap relief but keeping 
Petersen in Ontario only provides an added $1.125 million. Trading him? 
Good luck on that. 

No matter what, the goaltending situation must be fixed. McLellan called 
it a concern a week ago, after the New York Rangers game in which 
Petersen let in Chris Kreider’s game-winning goal moments after the 
Kings fought back for a third-period tie. The combined .879 save 

percentage between Quick and Petersen ranks last in the NHL. 
Tuesday’s showing was the last straw, at least for the moment. After 
Quick was pulled Tuesday night, following the Kraken’s fifth goal, 
Petersen couldn’t give the Kings a chance to overtake Seattle in the 
error-laden game, which was the highest-scoring game in the NHL this 
season. 

In the meantime, the Kings will lean on Quick. That’s a dicey proposition 
now. With higher expectations after ending a three-year playoff drought, 
Blake needs to to start finding solutions to his team’s erratic play. His net 
is at the heart of the issues. 
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Kings place Cal Petersen on waivers: What went wrong for the goalie 
and what’s next 

 

By Shayna Goldman and Eric Stephens 

 

The Los Angeles Kings have placed goaltender Cal Petersen on waivers. 
Here is what you need to know: 

The 28-year-old Petersen is 5-3-2 on the season with a 3.75 goals-
against average and .868 save percentage in 10 games played. In his 
last three games he’s gone 0-1-2 with an .841 save percentage. 

He’s in the first season of a three-year, $15 million contract extension, 
which was agreed to in September 2021. His deal includes a modified 
no-trade clause. 

Jonathan Quick, 37, has played 17 games and has a 3.30 goals-against 
average and .890 save percentage. 

In their last game, the Kings lost in overtime to the Seattle Kraken 9-8. 
The Kings (12-9-4) have the fifth-worst goals allowed per game in the 
NHL at 3.60. 

I guess last night's performance was a game-changer… 

Cal Petersen has another two seasons after this year, with a $5M cap hit. 
There are teams who could use a goalie, but at that cost? Let's seeeee. 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) November 30, 2022 

What went wrong for Petersen with Kings 

This move comes after Petersen came into a wild game between the 
Kings and Kraken, in relief of Quick. In about 37 minutes of ice time, he 
faced 16 shots against and conceded four goals. Based on the shot 
quality of his workload, he conceded 2.48 more goals than expected. It 
was the second straight game where he allowed more than two goals 
than expected based on the unblocked shots he faced. 

All together through 10 games, Petersen has just three quality starts and 
has allowed 10.1 more goals than expected. That’s the second-worst 
mark in the league, behind Elvis Merzlikins. 

Petersen’s career has trended down after three fine years as a backup to 
Quick. Last year, in 37 games played, he was below average after 
allowing 7.48 more goals than expected based on his workload. Since he 
hasn’t bounced back to prior years, this is looking like more of a trend of 
where his game is right now — and that’s concerning for a goalie with 
another two years on his contract, with a $5 million cap hit. — Goldman 

How inconsistent performances led to waivers 

Some ominous signs of Petersen’s inability to not only grab the net from 
Quick but just provide average netminding popped up in the preseason. 
He was hurt for a portion of it and didn’t look particularly solid in 
exhibition games against Anaheim and Vegas. 
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The shaky goaltending carried into the regular season. Petersen’s first 
start was a wild 7-6 win over Minnesota in which the Kings – who have 
been horribly inconsistent in their play – had to bail him out after he gave 
up six goals on 35 shots. Two starts later in Pittsburgh, he was pulled 
after giving up three first-period goals in a 6-1 loss. 

It isn’t all on him, but Petersen has had a propensity to let in a 
questionable goal even in the games he was solid in. He couldn’t build on 
the good, winning outings against Toronto and Edmonton. And he 
followed a strong showing in an overtime loss at Seattle with more 
struggles in a 4-3 loss to the New York Rangers – one where he gave up 
a shaky third-period goal to Chris Kreider moments after the Kings tied 
the game. 

Tuesday’s showing was the last straw, at least for now. After Quick was 
pulled following the Kraken’s fifth goal, Petersen couldn’t give the Kings a 
chance to overtake Seattle in the mistake-filled, highest-scoring game of 
the NHL this season. — Stephens 

What will the Kings do with Petersen? 

The Kings’ plan here is to have Petersen clear waivers and get his game 
back in order in the AHL. They obviously don’t think he will be claimed 
given his contract but that’s OK because they very much still believe in 
him. They want his time in the AHL to get him going again. — Pierre 
LeBrun 

What’s next for Petersen, Los Angeles 

There are options even when it’s highly unlikely a team will take on a $5 
million goalie. 

They can assign him to their AHL club, the Ontario Reign, which also 
works out of the Kings’ practice facility apart from home games. It gives 
them the decision to bring him right back to the team and move him in 
between Ontario and Los Angeles, as he won’t need to pass through 
waivers for 30 days or if he has played in 10 games, whichever comes 
first. Petersen could still serve as their backup goalie. 

The Kings can also leave him with the Reign and call up another goalie 
to back up Quick. Petersen can use the time to work on his game and get 
some starts in a less-pressurized environment. It would also give GM 
Rob Blake some useful salary cap relief, though the team can only gain 
$1.125 million of space against his $5-million cap hit. Veteran netminder 
Pheonix Copley, who has 31 NHL games with St. Louis and Washington, 
could be called upon as a short-term fill-i 

In the meantime, the Kings will lean on Quick. But that’s a dicey 
proposition as the 36-year-old can’t carry a team like he once did. It is 
quite the predicament for a team with higher expectations after ending a 
three-year playoff drought last season. — Stephens 
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Reports: Petersen placed on waivers + Kings cancel today’s on-ice 
practice 

 

By Zach Dooley13 hours ago752 Comments 

 

P̶ra̶̶ct̶i̶c̶e̶ ̶D̶a̶y̶,̶ ̶I̶n̶s̶i̶d̶̶e̶rs̶.̶ 

There goes the practice report that was in the works here. The Kings 
cancelled their on-ice practice today and held an off-ice workout, behind 
closed doors, with no media availability. The plan for today was to 
naturally see how the team aligned today coming off of last night’s 9-8 
overtime defeat. Without the public, on-ice practice, minus an individual 
workout for Alex Iafallo as he continues his progress in returning from a 

lower-body injury, those observations will wait until tomorrow. The Kings 
held an off-ice workout today as a group. 

Todd McLellan said after last night’s game that the first step in the 
process begins with evaluating the team, by position, to see what the 
next steps are. Starting with goaltending, moving on to the defense and 
ending with the forwards, an evaluation of where things are at was 
needed. The only change to personnel as it pertains to today’s roster was 
assigning forward Samuel Fagemo to AHL-Ontario, presumably to give 
him a practice, with the Reign on the ice at 11 AM. Minus Iafallo, that 
leaves the Kings with 12 forwards for tomorrow, so we will see if anything 
additional happens between now and then. 

Along those lines, reports today – first from Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman 
and first correctly spelled by TSN’s Chris Johnston – have said that 
goaltender Cal Petersen has been placed on waivers. 

Cal Peterson (LA) on waivers 

— Elliotte Friedman (@FriedgeHNIC) November 30, 2022 

Cal Petersen is under contract for two seasons beyond this one at a $5M 
AAV. He's also due a $4M signing bonus next year. 

He's got an .868 save percentage in 10 appearances this season. 

— Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) November 30, 2022 

A reminder when it comes to waivers, no action is required, needed, or 
even necessarily intended should a player clear. The Kings could place 
Petersen on waivers, see him clear tomorrow, and opt to start him 
against the Coyotes should they so choose. That’s not to say that’s the 
plan, that’s not to say it’s clear what’s to come, but we don’t know what 
the actual decision will be until tomorrow, when we find out what 
Petersen’s fate is as it pertains to whether or not one of the other 31 
teams in the league places a claim. 

If Petersen is claimed, no action would be required, he would simply join 
that team. If Petersen is not claimed, the Kings could assign him to 
Ontario. In that situation, the organization would recieve $1,125,000 in 
cap space and carry a cap charge of $3,875,000. The Kings could also 
choose to keep him on the NHL roster, in which case nothing would 
change, minus the fact that the Kings could assign him to the Reign at a 
later date within 30 days or 10 games played of tomorrow. The Kings are 
back in action tomorrow evening against Arizona and the Reign’s game 
schedule resumes against Colorado on Friday evening. 

That’s all for today from a day I think we were all expecting to go a bit 
differently. Will poke around in the comments in between meetings the 
rest of the day as we sort through the last 24 hours. 
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Angeles Analysis – A Unified Message 

 

By Zach Dooley November 30, 2022 

 

After the loss in Vancouver earlier this season, Todd McLellan believed 
that certain individuals had come up short in that game, as opposed to it 
being a full-group letdown. 

Midway through a question last night, asking if last night was one of 
those nights as well, McLellan interjected – respectfully – to leave no 
doubt that it was not the case. 

“We lost this one as a team.” 

It was a fitting ending to the press conference and a fitting follow-up to 
the penultimate question, which was what does Step 1 look like in the 
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morning. To pin last night’s loss on one player, one position group or any 
combination of 19-of-20 on the roster would be selling it short. I mean, 
the Kings gave up nine goals and no one was -9, or -6 if you account for 
the three goals given up on the power play. 

“We have to look at each of the positions, starting with goal and then the 
D and then the forwards,” McLellan said. “We’ll break down the 
opportunities that we gave up. We gave up 30 shots on goal and nine 
goals, so where were they getting the Grade-A chances, what was 
causing them? We’ll try to get our group to recognize those situations 
and play them better.” 

We’ll get a better breakdown of what the Kings look like today in a bit, as 
they take the ice for practice in El Segundo. Under McLellan’s direction, 
changes and moves have been meticulous and calculated, rather than 
reactive or emotional. Just once this season – following the 6-4 loss 
against Winnipeg – has there been a more drastic reshuffling when it 
comes to personnel. The Kings have just two healthy options when it 
comes to the current roster in which to make changes with and both 
players play on the blueline. That doesn’t take into account Alex Iafallo, 
who is making strides but yet to skate in a full-contact jersey. The 
alignment, though, is perhaps less important than the buy-in from 
everyone as it comes to a unified effort when it comes to how the team 
wants to play moving forward. 

If things are not unified throughout the group as it pertains to the play on 
the ice, I suppose a first step forward was a unification in the message 
coming out of last night’s game. Phil Danault called the Kings “poor” 
defensively and focused on the mistakes that seemingly end up in the 
back of the Kings net every time one is made. Adrian Kempe said that 
the play in the defensive zone was “not good enough” and emphasized 
the need to correct the turnovers in that area of the ice. Finally, McLellan 
spoke about the disappointment in conceding nine goals in a game, 
which somehow came on a night when the Kings picked up a point. 

“It’s a very, very confusing night for all of us,” McLellan added. “I’m really 
disappointed that we gave up nine goals, absolutely. On the other side of 
the coin, I’m glad that we fought back, got a point and scored eight. It’s 
mass confusion right now for all of us and we better figure it out quickly.” 

There was no beating around the bush, no dodging the issue at hand and 
no skirting the questions when it came to improvements that are needed 
on the defensive side of the game. The areas in need of improvement 
are evident when the scoreboard shows 9 in the goals against column 
and it starts there moving forward. 

Last night was a record-setting night. No team entering last night scored 
more goals in a game than the Kings did last night. No game overall saw 
more goals than last night’s game. No game in more than 25 years had 
more goals scored than last night’s Kings – Kraken showdown. The 
Kings came from behind to tie the game five times, including twice from 
two goals down. They entered the third period down by two goals but 
came back to force overtime and pick up a point. So why, then, are we 
talking about that game with such desperation for change? 

Naturally it’s the other side of the coin, the nine goals against, that have 
sounded the alarm bells. A season ago, points in three straight games, 
with comebacks to force overtime in the two games that weren’t wins, 
those games would have been looked at favorably. After a 9-8 game, I 
think there would have been a lot more laughs than were had last night. 
That’s the thing about expectations though, isn’t it? With expectations 
comes a new way of looking at things and as such, those results are 
looked at quite differently. Sometimes, expectations lead to 
overreactions. I got a tweet last night saying that things are as bad today 
as they’ve been under Rob Blake’s time as General Manager…..a team 
in a playoff spot is as bad as a team that won 31 games in 2018-19? If 
that’s the case than external expectations no longer match internal ones. 

Through 25 games a season ago, the Kings had 26 points and sat in 
sixth position in the Pacific Division. This season, those numbers are 28 
and third position, but we’re hearing phrases like “mass confusion” and 
talking about the need to figure things out and quickly. Because the 
internal expectations of the group are much higher and as such, 

everyone knows that the consistency, the level and the style of play can 
be higher, can be greater. And that’s why games like Ottawa and Seattle, 
games when the Kings picked up 2-of-4 points despite not having their 
“A” game, are viewed right now the way that they are. We know that this 
group is capable of more, and that’s why the frustration exists. 

Last season’s team had many trademarks, but among the best of them 
was the ability to bounce back after disappointing performances. We 
won’t know today how this version of the Kings bounces back until they 
hit the ice against Arizona on Thursday. We’ll see how or if the message 
has shifted today, from different voices around the room, as the group 
looks to do what it did so well last season and right the ship after a tough 
night. 

*On a roster note, forward Samuel Fagemo has been loaned to AHL-
Ontario and will not practice today with the Kings. The team is on the ice 
in 30 minutes, we’ll see where it shakes out from there. 
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Ducks’ Troy Terry: John Gibson’s work ethic has been ‘our lifeline this 
year’ 

 

Lisa Dillman4-5 minutes 11/30/2022 

 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Troy Terry had just finished his post-game TV hit 
after the Ducks’ 2-1 overtime loss to the Nashville Predators on Tuesday 
night and then continued his media obligations in the corridor outside the 
team’s dressing room at Bridgestone Arena. 

Eventually, the topic of Ducks goaltender John Gibson came up in the 
conversation. 

“I feel bad that I didn’t even mention him in the first answer,” said Terry, 
who had the Ducks’ only goal. 

To be fair, it wasn’t as though Terry, 25, had been talking for 10 minutes 
or so. It was a little more than a minute. 

But the exchange actually speaks volumes about Terry, who is adeptly 
taking on the varied roles and responsibilities of a captain (on a team that 
has not designated one) and also said plenty about the 29-year-old 
Gibson in the first two months of a difficult season. 

Ducks general manager Pat Verbeek praised Gibson in an interview 
earlier in the day with beat reporters. (“I’m not sure what else I can ask of 
John Gibson,” he said.) 

But peer view is equally valid. 

“What he’s been doing for this team and what is expected of him every 
night is not always fair to him,” Terry said. “His attitude this year, his work 
ethic, it’s really what has been our lifeline this year.” 

This was after yet another 40-plus shots against night for Gibson in 
Nashville. He is 4-12-2 with a 3.99 goals-against average and an .894 
save percentage and has faced the most shots against in the NHL this 
season (624) in 18 games played. Next is Winnipeg goaltender Connor 
Hellebuyck (563) in 17 games played. Gibson was under the weather 
during Thanksgiving week and got banged up in a collision and had to 
leave the game in the third period on Sunday. 

“Night in and night out, he battles for us and gives us a chance,” Terry 
said. “Having him in the net is really hard to put into words what it means 
from just an emotional and confidence standpoint.” 

KLINGBERG STILL OUT 
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The hope had been for defenseman John Klingberg to join the group in 
Dallas for the Stars-Ducks game on Thursday night. But Klingberg, who 
played his entire career with the Stars before signing with the Ducks as a 
free agent in July, has missed the last three games with a lower-body 
injury. He is skating back home in Southern California, per a team 
spokesperson. 

There is still a chance Klingberg could meet the Ducks later in the trip. 
They play at Minnesota on Saturday and complete the four-game trip in 
Winnipeg on Sunday. 

VAAKANAINEN DEBUTS 

Defenseman Urho Vaakanainen played his first game of the regular 
season, logging nearly 15 minutes of ice time against the Predators. He 
was mostly paired with Kevin Shattenkirk and had two blocked shots, one 
shot on goal and was a minus-one. It was his first NHL game since he 
was injured in a preseason contest against San Jose on Sept. 30. 

“He was solid – that’s all we want,” Ducks coach Dallas Eakins said. 

Vaakanainen only played one game with AHL San Diego on what had 
been called a long-term conditioning assignment. Did he come back a bit 
sooner than expected? 

“I never know what kind of timeline to put on these things,” Eakins said. 
“You don’t know if it’s going to be two weeks or two months. Or six 
months. You just don’t know. It’s just great to have him back around the 
guys.” 
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NHL99: Peter Stastny’s harrowing path to greatness has never been 
more relevant 

 

Pierre LeBrun14-18 minutes 01/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Perhaps the simplest way to describe Peter Stastny’s NHL career is to 
put into context what transpired after he arrived on the scene in 1980. 

Only Wayne Gretzky had more points in the decade of the 1980s than 
the Quebec Nordiques superstar. 

So, yeah. 

“He was a great player and obviously a Hall of Famer,” Gretzky told The 
Athletic. “The impact that he had on the people in Quebec City was 
similar to the impact that Flower (Guy Lafleur) had on fans of the 
Montreal Canadiens. 

“Fans truly loved watching Peter Stastny and his two brothers play. He 
embraced Quebec City, and the people loved him. He went on to have a 
stellar career. Just an elite player.” 

But the hockey part of his life is just that — part of an incredible journey 
for Stastny, who defected from the former Czechoslovakia in 1980 to 
follow his NHL dream and, more importantly, secure freedom for his 
family. 

And the sad thing is, all these years later, those same fears exist for so 
many after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

It’s like the world has come full circle, and not in the way anyone would 
have wanted. 

“Absolutely, very, very sad,” Stastny, 66, told The Athletic from his home 
in Bratislava, Slovakia. 

He thinks back to 1956 and the Soviet crushing of a rebellion in 
Budapest, and of course, 1968 when Soviet tanks rolled into 
Czechoslovakia. But then he also recalls the hope of the wall coming 
down in 1989 and the eventual formation of the European Union. Stastny 
truly felt better times were here to stay. 

“It just takes one crazy man,” he said. “Look what’s happening. It’s very, 
very, very painful and sad. Especially for the Ukrainian people.” 

Stastny was a month away from turning 12 when the Soviets invaded his 
homeland in 1968. He remembers being at his grandparents’ place in the 
country, where they traveled every summer. 

“I understood what was going on,” Stastny said. “I knew enough. Going 
through the emotions. I had a conflict with my dad because he was 
worried about my older brothers, who were back in Bratislava, and there 
were people getting killed in the main square in Bratislava by Soviet 
soldiers, tanks rolling everywhere. There were young students protesting 
and they were victims. My dad was worried about it. I told him, ‘Dad, if I 
was there, I would be there (protesting), too.’ He started screaming at 
me. Because he was worried about us. 

“I still have very strong memories.” 

It was a terrifying experience and helped plant the seed for his defection 
in 1980. Stastny’s concern from the beginning was what his defection — 
if he even pulled it off — would mean for the rest of his family. He had 
four brothers and a sister. 

“You know that when you leave, you will ruin their careers,” Stastny said. 
“You will ruin your parents’ career. So it was almost impossible.” 

But it was his destiny. He had to evade the tyranny of the communist 
regime — and the pressure and coercion that came with playing hockey 
for the national team. 

“They put a gun to my head. They said, ‘You better do what we tell you or 
you’ll never play for the national team,'” Stastny recalled. “At the time, the 
national team was like NHL level, Olympic level. It was a dream for all of 
us.” 

When his wife, Darina, became pregnant, it made Stastny think even 
more. 

“I realized, ‘My children will go into this system?'” 

One of his fears was that when his playing career ended, he would no 
longer be of use to the regime. And what would happen then? 

“Too many reasons, for me, but once they put a gun to my head. … I 
went to my brother Anton and said: ‘We’re leaving. First opportunity.'” 

His older brother Marian, also a talented hockey player, was married with 
three kids, and at the time, it seemed too difficult to think about joining his 
brothers in defection. So it would be Peter and Anton going first. A 
European champion club tournament in August 1980 in Innsbruck, 
Austria, provided the opportunity. 

To this day, Stastny remembers how terrified he was. It was paramount 
that his wife, eight months pregnant, be able to escape with him. 

“She was tough. She wanted to go because it was so rare they allowed 
the wives to travel,” Stastny said. 

So having his wife eventually join him in Innsbruck was a big part of it all. 
Of course, there’s also the moment: Stastny going to a pay phone and 
calling the Nordiques. Why the Nordiques? A number of reasons — one 
of them being that he remembered how much he enjoyed playing in 
Quebec City during the 1976 Canada Cup tournament. 

“We played Sweden there. I think Börje Salming scored two goals,” 
Stastny said. “It was just beautiful, beautiful end of summer there, mid-
September. Just a gorgeous city. It reminded me of Bratislava or any 
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European city. And Anton was drafted by (the Nordiques, in the fourth 
round of the 1979 NHL Draft). I wanted to play with my brother.” 

And hockey-wise, Stastny factored in that it was a team that needed 
some help. He wanted to make sure he and Anton got a true opportunity. 
Obviously, he was ready to phone other NHL clubs had the Nordiques 
not shown interest. 

“We had Philadelphia, we had Calgary, maybe the Rangers,” Stastny 
said. “We had other teams, too.” 

He somehow had a directory with all the relevant NHL phone numbers. 
He managed to get Gilles Leger from the Nordiques front office on the 
phone. 

“I will never forget the feeling because they almost dropped the phone,” 
Stastny said. “Their jaw dropped. I could feel it from Innsbruck.” 

The Nordiques were all-in. They would help Peter and Anton defect. This 
was stuff from spy novels. Leger and Nordiques team president Marcel 
Aubut were on a flight to Austria the day after that phone call. When the 
club tournament wrapped up, the Stastny brothers were nowhere to be 
found in Innsbruck, already Vienna-bound in Aubut’s rental car. They 
were in Quebec City shortly thereafter. 

As exhilarating as it was for Peter and Anton to get to Quebec City and 
begin their new lives, older brother Marian was still back home, and as 
retribution, he was not allowed to continue to play hockey. And their 
father lost his job. 

“They took revenge,” Stastny said. “They were merciless. They would do 
anything. They isolated Marian. It was horrible, as the KGB can do.” 

A year later, Marian also defected and came to Quebec City to join his 
younger brothers on the Nordiques. 

“That was the biggest piano off my shoulders,” Stastny says. “Because I 
felt guilty. I felt responsible.” 

Imagine living through that, first with their own defection, then waiting for 
brother Marian. 

“He basically was running for his life to be able to go play hockey in North 
America,” Gretzky said of Peter Stastny. “Not only him, but his two 
brothers, too. From that point of view, what he did then was pretty 
remarkable and pretty special in its own right.” 

And so there they were, three Stastny brothers on one NHL team, taking 
the league by storm. 

“The three brothers coming in, that kind of changed the dynamic,” 
Canadiens Hall of Famer Guy Carbonneau told The Athletic, recalling 
how it lifted the rival Nordiques. “I think Peter has always been elite and 
pretty much above everybody, but, like, the other two weren’t that bad, 
either. 

“So it made that team a lot better instantly.” 

Peter Stastny was the superstar, and he comes in at No. 56 on The 
Athletic’s list of the 100 greatest NHL players of the modern era. He won 
the Calder Trophy as NHL rookie of the year in 1980-81 and put up 100 
or more points in seven of his first eight NHL seasons. 

Again, only the Great One had more points in the 1980s. 

“That’s my best claim to fame now,” chuckled Stastny. “Nobody likes to 
be second, but this is the exception. Being second behind the best ever.” 

The Nordiques made the playoffs the first seven years after Stastny’s 
arrival, reaching the conference finals twice. And just as noteworthy, they 
were entertaining to watch. 

“I would say one thing and you would probably concur: Us and the Oilers 
were probably the most fun to watch,” Stastny said. “There were goals 
almost guaranteed. And a lot of goals.” 

Which Gretzky fully agreed with. 

“I can remember playing there many nights and it was 9-8, 8-7,” he said. 
“People in Quebec City truly loved those games. Yeah, it was definitely 
run-and-gun when the Oilers and Nordiques played in the early ’80s.” 

That decade, of course, featured one of the NHL’s most fearsome 
rivalries — the Battle of Quebec, with the upstart Nordiques coming over 
from the WHA and measuring up against the storied Canadiens. The 
emotion and intensity of those games were through the roof, especially in 
Adams Division playoff encounters. 

“One of the biggest rivalries ever,” said Stastny. 

In that rivalry, it was Carbonneau’s job to try to slow down No. 26. 

“He was my shadow,” Stastny said of Carbonneau, one of the great 
shutdown centers in NHL history. 

“I played against a bunch of guys, but I think the two toughest to play 
against as a center for me was (Mark) Messier and Peter,” Carbonneau 
said. “Just because they were so freakin’ good, but they could be 
physical. They were never backing down.” 

That’s an element of Stastny’s game many might not remember. He was 
a bear of a man. So strong in the corners. So strong on the puck. 

“On faceoffs, he was one of the toughest guys I had to go against,” said 
Carbonneau. “Because of his strength. And he was really smart.” 

There was one rather memorable faceoff, in overtime of Game 7 
between the Nordiques and Habs in 1985, that neither Stastny nor 
Carbonneau will ever forget. A clean win for Stastny from the dot against 
Carbonneau that led to a rebound goal by Stastny on Steve Penney and 
a series-clinching moment in the Battle of Quebec. 

“That hurt me more than freakin’ … that was a tough day for me,” said 
Carbonneau, whose reaction on the ice after the goal said it all. 

It was obviously one of Stastny’s favorite on-ice moments. 

“Absolutely,” Stastny said. “Because by then I was there five years. I 
really understood the meaning of the rivalry. Two Quebec teams. It was 
like big brother against small brother. Every game was a battle.” 

Never more so than in the Good Friday Massacre during Game 6 of the 
teams’ 1984 playoff matchup. It was the brawl to end all brawls. 

“I remember the game report,” Stastny said. “It was normally one page. 
They added three more pages so they could add all the penalties and 
players. Unbelievable. That’s stuff for the museum.” 

It was also in 1984 that Stastny made headlines by playing for a stacked 
Team Canada team in the Canada Cup, having become a Canadian 
citizen. 

“It was very special,” Stastny said. 

He scored against Czechoslovakia on a beauty. 

To understand what that moment meant, consider that once Stastny 
defected in 1980, the communist regime eliminated his name from its 
internal media coverage. He no longer existed. Any record of his hockey 
exploits was expunged. 

“We were persona non-grata,” Stastny said. “Journalists were not 
allowed to write our name. So when we beat them 5-1 or something, 
there were only four goals written. I was missing in the lineup that was 
reported. They weren’t allowed to mention my name on the broadcast.” 

He was so fired up for that game. 

“Very, very strong memories,” said Stastny, whose hockey-playing sons 
Yan and Paul have gone on to represent Team USA internationally. 

A decade after the Canada Cup, another historical moment came for 
Stastny. Just over a year after the peaceful breakup of Czechoslovakia, 
he led Slovakia’s men’s hockey team into the 1994 Lillehammer Games. 
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“I was so proud,” Stastny said. “Because everything that I believed came 
true. I love history. Hockey history and Slovak history. We always 
dreamed about it. Finally we had our own team. It was fantastic. And we 
weren’t even supposed to be there.” 

Stastny and the Slovaks had to lobby behind the scenes to get Slovakia 
special permission to get into the Olympic qualifying tournament. The 
Czechoslovakia breakup happened on Jan. 1, 1993, so there wasn’t 
much time ahead of the Games in February 1994. 

“Somehow we got into the pre-Olympic tournament, won it, and qualified 
for the Olympics,” Stastny said. “It was a huge victory. We could finally 
come to the stage and present ourselves as a new country.” 

The Olympics were capped with Stastny as his country’s flag-bearer. 

“There wasn’t a prouder athlete out there than Peter Stastny walking into 
the Olympic stadium with the Slovak flag,” he said. “I got both, opening 
and closing ceremonies.” 

Fast forward eight years to the 2002 IIHF men’s world hockey 
championships in Goteborg, Sweden. Having been inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in 1998, Stastny was the general manager of Slovakia’s entry in 
that world championships tournament, and one of the best moments of 
the tournament was witnessing the pure emotion that exploded out of him 
after Slovakia edged Russia 4-3 on Peter Bondra’s late goal. 

That win came after upsets over Canada in the quarters and Sweden in 
the semis. Less than a decade after becoming its own country and 
having to build up the hockey federation, Slovakia was a world champion 
for the first time. 

“There’s no greater feeling when you achieve something that’s a first,” 
Stastny said. “Being the first in the world for our country? It proved we 
could play with anybody.” 

Proving that hockey was just a part of a life incredibly lived, Stastny then 
spent 10 years as a member of the European Parliament for Slovakia, 
from 2004 through 2014. 

Is there nothing this guy can’t do? 

“It was special,” Stastny said. “I didn’t want to do it. The (Slovak) prime 
minister gave me the offer. He’s a good friend of mine. I said, ‘No’ right 
away. But he kept pushing.” 

Stastny took a few weeks to think about it, talked to his family about it 
and eventually decided he could make a difference in the role. It spoke to 
his soul about the importance of democracy. 

“My dad always said the best decision he ever made was to defect from 
communism and give his family and future kids a life of freedom and 
opportunity,” the Hurricanes’ Paul Stastny told The Athletic. “His hockey 
achievements and political life speak for themselves. Although he is very 
private and keeps a small circle of trusted friends, he has always been 
the most selfless person I know that wants the best for his family and 
friends. 

“He has always been driven by faith and family, and those are some of 
the biggest values he has instilled in all of us.” 

When it comes to lives lived, there have been few more interesting than 
Peter the Great’s. 

“I call myself the most blessed person and the happiest dude walking the 
Planet Earth,” Peter Stastny said. “My biggest win is my family. My 
beautiful wife, my beautiful children, my grandchildren … 

“I keep pinching myself every day.” 

(Top photo: Focus on Sport) 
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NHL awards WATCH: Jason Robertson, Connor McDavid, Adam Fox 
and Ilya Sorokin lead the way 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn21-27 minutes 01/12/2022 

 

Throughout the season I’ll be breaking down the numbers behind the 
race for each major player award: the Hart Trophy, the Norris Trophy, the 
Calder Trophy, the Selke Trophy, the Vezina Trophy, the Art Ross 
Trophy and the Rocket Richard Trophy. Numbers of course aren’t 
everything, but they add much-needed context to the awards race and 
can help shine a light on players deserving of more recognition while 
adding caveats to other players that may have some warts. This post will 
present the top 10 for each category based on a set criteria of guidelines. 
There is plenty of room for discussion and debate within (and outside) 
those guidelines. 

We’re back! The first edition of Awards Watch is here, the monthly 
rundown of each trophy race, taking stock of the contenders for each 
major award. Keeping tabs throughout the year is crucial as the NHL is 
always changing with players running hot and cold throughout the year. 
It’s a long season and things can change at any time. 

There are times where it’s boring and the guy who’s expected to win just 
runs away with it. But there are other times where the race is full of 
intrigue from start to finish. We’re here to capture those ebbs and flows. 

With this being the first iteration this season, there’s likely to be many 
changes from month-to-month before things start settling down. That 
means some unusual names littering each list thanks to hot starts, but 
that’s part of the fun that comes with starting Awards Watch at the 
quarter mark of the season. It offers a chance to give some unlikely 
candidates their due and see if they can keep this level of play up to 
contend for an award.  

We’re roughly 20 games into the season and while that’s not a lot to go 
on, it’s enough to start looking into the discussion. Based on my 
interpretation of their numbers to date, here is how the awards race 
currently shakes out. 

Data as of November 29 

Hart Trophy 

Given to the player judged to be the most valuable to his team.  

Criteria: Skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added, adjusted by 
position, one per team 

 

The elephant in the room, part one. Connor McDavid is not at the top of 
the list … or close to it, ranking seventh. To be fair, 0.3 wins is nothing at 
this stage of the season, but it’s probably still jarring to see six players 
ahead of the current scoring leader. 

This is the fourth year doing this, so by now I’m guessing regular readers 
know the drill. The Hart Trophy is not an award for most points, that’s the 
Art Ross. Points are not a WAR metric, they count points. GSVA doesn’t 
decide trophies, it’s a helpful starting point. 

McDavid leads the league in points and very likely wins the Art Ross 
Trophy. McDavid is the best player in the world so by year’s end he 
should be the favourite for the Hart Trophy once the players above him 
slow down, and his game rounds out a bit more. But right now? There 
are players that have arguably provided a bit more value. 

At the top of that list is Jason Robertson who has scored more goals than 
McDavid and is just three points behind him. What currently gives 
Robertson the edge is his play at five-on-five at both ends of the ice 
where the Stars have seen massive value. With Robertson on the ice, 
the Stars have earned 58 percent of the expected goals and have 
outscored opponents 24-11. With McDavid, the Oilers are at 52 percent 
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and have been outscored 16-14. At five-on-five, Robertson is personally 
outscoring McDavid 19 to 11. 

That the Oilers have been outscored with McDavid on the ice is his 
current biggest deterrent, but given his 6.9 percent on-ice shooting 
percentage it’s unlikely that continues much longer. Yes, somehow, 
McDavid has been unlucky offensively. Once that changes, so will this 
leaderboard. 

The outscoring problem applies to the other forwards ahead of McDavid 
as well. Matthew Tkachuk, Jack Eichel, Jack Hughes and David Pastrnak 
are all seeing their teams score north of 60 percent of the goals with 
them on the ice. Their expected goals rates are all above 57 percent and 
they’ve provided positive value at both ends of the ice. 

It’s about balancing a player’s production with their ability to drive play 
and while McDavid currently has a strong lead in the former, his play at 
five-on-five leads a bit to be desired. For now. Edmonton looked like a 
contender the last two years partially because of how dominant McDavid 
was at creating chances and limiting them. That version needs to come 
back down the stretch … or McDavid needs to create an inarguable 
scoring lead. Either or. 

On the flip side, every forward above McDavid has much more help to 
dominate at five-on-five. McDavid currently ranks in the 29th percentile 
for teammate quality this season while Robertson and Tkachuk play on 
super lines, and Hughes and Pastrnak play on super teams. There’s still 
more work to be done in that realm when it comes to public analytics and 
when it comes to models like this one, there’s plenty of room for error in 
that regard. 

Adam Fox is the lone defenseman on the list and we’ll talk about him 
below in the Norris section. Ditto for Ilya Sorokin in the Vezina section. 
He is the actual player with the highest value, but relative to other goalies 
he lands in the 99.7th percentile — which is lower than the seven skaters 
above him. 

Only one player per team was included and that meant that several 
Devils were missing as well as Alex Pietrangelo and Hampus Lindholm. 
That allowed room for Nikita Kucherov and Auston Matthews to make the 
list despite ranking 13th and 15th in GSVA respectively. Kucherov’s 
scoring this year definitely makes him a worthy addition though he leaves 
a bit to be desired defensively. Matthews was a bit of a shock though 
given his slower start. 

To his credit, he’s starting to heat up of late and has had very few nights 
off, but he’s also been low on game-breaking nights that we saw more of 
last season. It would be a surprise to not see Matthews earn his place on 
this list as the season progresses, but there have been better players to 
start the season who are more worthy of inclusion (see: MacKinnon, 
Nathan). 

Norris Trophy 

Given to the defenseman who demonstrates throughout the season the 
greatest all-round ability in the position. 

Criteria: Defensemen that play top-pairing minutes ranked by Game 
Score Value Added, one per team 

 

The elephant in the room, part two: Erik Karlsson is not at the top of the 
list … or close to it, ranking seventh. He’s more than half a win off the 
leader which likely comes as a surprise given his nightly heroics on the 
scoresheet. 

This one is probably a bit easier to explain though given a defenseman is 
expected to defend. Given Karlsson’s reputation, it should come as no 
surprise that he’s giving a lot back the other way during his climb up the 
scoring ranks. His 32 points in 25 games is mighty impressive, but 
there’s a reason it hasn’t exactly catapulted the Sharks up the standings. 
The Sharks do outscore teams with Karlsson on the ice thanks to his 
almighty offense, but he is giving a lot back the other way.  

With Karlsson on the ice, the Sharks allow 2.93 expected goals against 
per 60. All six defenders above him allow fewer with the worst of the 
bunch at 2.53. By goals against, the Sharks allow 3.42 per 60 with 
Karlsson on the ice — with the next worst being at 2.14. A massive 
difference. In this small of a sample, goals against can be pretty noisy — 
but can also be somewhat telling.  

Karlsson has always played a high-risk game and that shows up in his 
expected goals against. It’s possible it’s showing up even more in actual 
goals allowed. And that’s not something that applies to the six defenders 
above him, all of whom have a positive defensive impact — a sizeable 
one at that. In terms of relative expected goals against, all six are on the 
right side of the ledger. 

With Karlsson on the ice, the Sharks allow 0.29 more expected goals 
against per 60. That’s not just bad in context with other Norris 
contenders, it’s also the 28th-worst mark among defensemen. Karlsson 
has been an incredible story this season and will get plenty of deserved 
Norris love for his offense — but if the goal is rewarding “all-around” 
ability, there’s a few guys doing more. Like McDavid though, the quality 
of teammate argument favours Karlsson heavily. 

That’s especially true looking at Jonas Siegenthaler in second. He 
currently plays on a super-powered pair with Dougie Hamilton, who 
would rank third on this list if multiple defenders from the same team 
were included. I went with Siegenthaler who is currently doing his best 
“vintage Marc-Edouard Vlasic” impression with his minimal production 
and outsized impact at five-on-five. 

His 68 percent expected goals rate leads all defenders, a full five 
percentage points above the next-best non-Devil. That impact is felt at 
both ends of the ice in a top-four role thanks in part to strong chemistry 
with Hamilton, who is back to playing at an elite level. Both would be 
terrific choices for an early Norris ballot, but the fact that two players from 
the same pair both do probably means they can be discounted a bit. In 
any sense, Siegenthaler deserves a lot of credit for the season he’s had 
so far. There’s always clamoring for defensive defenders to get their 
shine in the Norris conversation and Siegenthaler has a pretty strong 
case right now. 

He’s not the leader right now though, not by GSVA. That would be Adam 
Fox, the 2020-21 Norris Trophy winner, who looks even better now than 
he did then. Fox’s goals percentage is nearly identical, but relative to 
teammates his impact is twice as large jumping from 0.47 to 0.94 this 
year. With expected goals, the relative jump is smaller (0.72 this year 
compared to 0.48 in 2021), but the actual rate sees a huge jump from 55 
percent then to 61 percent now. 

The major reason for it all is Fox showing up more offensively. His play-
driving impacts in that regard see the biggest jump, but the same is true 
of his production. At five-on-five Fox is scoring 2.47 points-per-60, up 
from 1.13 in 2020-21 where Fox’s production was very dependent on the 
power play. As it stands right now, Fox is the league’s most complete 
defenseman and should arguably be headlining the Norris Trophy race. 

He has worthy challengers though outside of Karlsson and whoever you 
like from the Devils pair in what should be a very fascinating race. Cale 
Makar remains elite and will be a major threat to repeat as the season 
goes on. Rasmus Dahlin has entered the conversation and has 
combined scoring a lot of points with a suddenly strong defensive impact. 
Then there’s Alex Pietrangelo who has the second-best case for “best 
complete game” behind Fox with 21 points in 23 games, plus a return to 
form at five-on-five with excellent impacts at both ends of the ice.  

As for the rest –—Hampus Lindholm, Filip Hronek and Mikhail Sergachev 
have had excellent starts, but likely get usurped by their more famous 
defensive teammates at some point.  

Selke Trophy 

Given to the forward who best excels in the defensive aspects of the 
game. 
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Criteria: Forwards who play over 16 minutes per game, one short-handed 
minute per game and faces above-average forward competition, ranked 
by their ability to suppress expected and actual goals, one per team 

 

Who else but Patrice Bergeron? The man is aging like a fine wine and is 
somehow matching his otherworldly defensive output from last season. 
Relative to teammates, the Bruins allow 0.31 fewer expected goals 
against per 60 with Bergeron the ice this year compared to 0.4 last year. 
By goals against, it’s 0.59 per 60, a shade better than last year’s 0.57. 
Once again he’s dominating the shot clock, the scoresheet, limiting 
chances and doing it all against the toughest competition with a hefty 
dose of defensive-zone starts. Defensively, it’s Bergeron’s world. We just 
live in it. Once again, it’s his Selke Trophy to lose (and this is my official 
petition to call it The Bergeron award once he’s retired as the best 
defensive forward of all time).  

After Bergeron there are some very intriguing names to consider. For 
those that are bored of Bergeron always winning (please don’t be, if he 
deserves it … he deserves it) and are looking for an “it’s his turn” 
candidate, look no further than Mark Stone. His defensive game lapsed 
over the past two seasons as he’s battled health issues, but he’s back 
with a vengeance this season. Right now he’s posting career highs in 
expected goals against per 60 (2.1) and goals against per 60 (1.8), while 
still delivering a large amount of offense. His numbers aren’t on 
Bergeron’s level, but he’s a worthy runner up this season if he keeps up 
his current level. Stone has earned a solid reputation as one of the 
game’s best defensive forwards so it says a lot that this season is seeing 
him at his best. 

Bergeron and Stone are the old favourites, unsurprising inclusions on this 
list. The Next Ones are the interesting ones to watch.  

Nico Hischier has been getting the most buzz through the first quarter 
and it’s deserved. New Jersey has had a softer schedule, but relative to 
teammates Hischier has seen one of the heaviest doses of competition 
quality. He’s logging huge short-handed minutes and has been an 
absolute beast at five-on-five, especially in his own zone. The Devils are 
tied with the Bruins for fewest chances allowed this season and Hischier 
headlines that up front with under two expected goals against per 60. 

For the surprising Seattle Kraken, Yanni Gourde has been a crucial part 
of the team’s identity defensively. He was an excellent two-way forward 
in Tampa Bay taking on tough matchups head-on and that hasn’t 
changed much in Seattle. His defensive ability is a big part of the team’s 
surge up the standings.  

Roope Hintz and Phillip Danault have both been on Selke shortlists in the 
past and that continues this season. They’ll have their turn one day, 
though it is worth noting that while Hintz (and his line) have excellent five-
on-five impacts, their quality of competition is only average. That hurts 
his candidacy a bit unlike Danault who has a similar impact with a much 
tougher context. Mikael Backlund, who ranks third here, is in a similar 
boat to Hintz. 

Sam Reinhart and Mitch Marner are two of the bigger surprises on this 
list, but they both qualify thanks their penalty-killing usage and defensive 
impact. Reinhart isn’t getting the actual results necessary to be seriously 
considered at the moment, but he’s been good at limiting chances. As for 
Marner, his case strengthens this year if he can keep his play up while 
playing away from Auston Matthews. His defensive game continues to 
grow with each passing year and there’s a reason he sees big short-
handed minutes. 

Calder Trophy 

Given to the player selected as the most proficient in his first year of 
competition in the NHL. 

Criteria: Rookie skaters ranked by Game Score Value Added, adjusted 
by position. 

Matty Beniers was the Calder favorite going into the season and so far 
he’s more than lived up to the hype for the upstart Kraken. Seattle is 
delivering the goods this year after a catastrophic first season and the 
emergence of star rookie Beniers is a major reason for that. Through 22 
games he has 20 points while being the staunch two-way forward he was 
billed as in his draft year. For the season Beniers has earned 54 percent 
of the actual and expected goals with a major emphasis on work in his 
own zone. Only Jared McCann has allowed fewer chances against. 
Beniers is a future star on the rise and it should be no surprise he leads 
the pack to start the season. 

What is a surprise is the next player on the list: Fabian Zetterlund. He 
wasn’t even expected to make New Jersey, but he’s been a welcome 
surprise in the team’s top nine doing a lot of damage at five-on-five. The 
entire Devils team has been exceptional at even strength and Zetterlund 
is no exception scoring 2.56 points-per-60 at five-on-five while putting up 
superb on-ice impacts. Like the Devils who were well represented on the 
previous three lists, it’s the five-on-five impact that is the key for 
Zetterlund’s case. 

With that being said, when a whole team is performing so well, it’s fair to 
wonder whether the model isn’t taking team effects into account as well 
as it should. While it makes sense in terms of apportioning value — the 
Devils are elite and there’s a lot of value to go around — any reasonable 
hockey fan would gladly take the next guy on the list. Owen Power has 
been as good as advertised for the Sabres and already looks like a top-
pairing defenseman … maybe more. That should mean a lot more than 
someone who is an important cog in a well-oiled machine, but still a cog. 

Power is playing massive minutes for Buffalo and winning them handily 
thanks to his offensive driving. Defensively there’s still some growth 
needed, but he more than makes up for it the other way. His 10 assists in 
22 games may not be overtly impressive, but that’s without much power-
play time. At five-on-five the Sabres generate a lot with Power on the ice, 
more than any other rookie. Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson has a decent case 
of his own with similar scoring numbers, but he plays less, and his results 
have been lesser at both ends of the ice. Two special talents, but for now 
it’s fair to lean towards Power. The Sabres are well represented on this 
list with Jack Quinn and JJ Peterka both finding spots. They’ve done well 
at driving play with some modest scoring totals and, like Power, are a big 
part of Buffalo’s bright future.  

Ranking goalies with skaters is always a challenge (they’re ranked based 
on their positional percentile), but both Stuart Skinner and Logan 
Thompson deserve recognition for their play to start the year. Neither 
was expected to be a starter, but Jack Campbell’s weak start and an 
injury to Robin Lehner created a large opening that both goalies were 
able to take advantage of. Skinner has saved six goals above expected 
while Thompson has saved 4.7.  

Cole Perfetti definitely deserves some love as well, but he’ll need to 
score more or shore up his defensive numbers to make his way to the 
top of the table. That’s already in the works as Perfetti has an average 
Game Score of 0.94 in his last 10 games compared to 0.07 over his first 
11. As the Jets continue to surge, he’s a player to watch for in future 
Calder rankings. 

Vezina Trophy 

Given to the goalkeeper adjudged to be the best at this position. 

Criteria: Goaltenders that have played half of their team’s games or more 
ranked by goals saved above expected courtesy of Evolving Hockey. 

Right now, the Vezina Trophy race should not be close: it’s Ilya Sorokin, 
looking to create a real Battle of New York for goaltending supremacy. 
Right now, he is the reason the Islanders are back in a playoff spot as 
the team in front of him is leaking chances to a ludicrous degree. His 
expected save percentage on the season is .892 thanks to the team’s 
shockingly porous defense, and yet he’s managed a .933. That’s 
incredible work leading to Sorokin saving a heroic 21 goals above 
expected through just 17 games this season, a full six goals ahead of the 
next-best goalie.  
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For context, at this point last season Igor Shesterkin saved 13.1 goals 
above expected by December 1 — also in 17 games. Sorokin has been 
even better somehow with more than one goal saved per game. The 
challenge will be maintaining such a high number, but Sorokin certainly 
has the talent to do so and it wouldn’t be a shock to see him approach 
Shesterkin’s lofty total from last season of 37.9 goals saved. 

One-quarter of the season is still early so keep that in mind. Last year’s 
leader was … Jack Campbell. We know how that turned out. But that 
shouldn’t be a problem at all for a goalie with Sorokin’s pedigree. Ditto for 
Connor Hellebuyck. Those being first and second through the first 
quarter of the season shouldn’t be a huge surprise given they were 
expected to be top-five goalies to start the year. 

The other eight spots have a lot of potential to change over the course of 
the year, but for now they deserve plenty of kudos for the work they’ve 
put in so far.  

Carter Hart is finally looking like The Next One after two years of 
struggling. Jake Oettinger is building on the promise he showed during 
last year’s playoffs. Linus Ullmark can’t lose and is building on Boston’s 
exceptional defense with some excellent goaltending of his own. Darcy 
Kuemper has been as good as analytically advertised for Washington, 
though Alexandar Georgiev has proven to be an excellent Kuemper 
replacement in Colorado. Karel Vejmelka, or Karel Veznelka, has been 
the biggest reason Arizona isn’t dead last. Skinner has pretty much 
stolen the starting job in Edmonton. And lastly, it wouldn’t be a proper 
first-quarter list without some New Jersey Devil on it — Vitek Vanecek is 
looking like he can be the answer in net. Finally. 

Art Ross Trophy 

Given to the player who leads the National Hockey League in scoring 
points at the end of the regular season. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end-of-season point total. 

New year, same projection: it’s Connor. He’s at the top every season and 
is now managing that while not even being at his usually effective self at 
five-on-five. He’s a freak and given his current total and projected pace, 
has a decent shot of clearing 140 points, smashing his previous career 
high. He currently has a three-point lead over second-place Robertson, 
but that should expand as the season progresses. He’s currently 
expected to win the Art Ross by over 20 points. 

The rest of the list is a who’s who of the current scoring leaders with 
varying degrees of expectations regarding whether they can keep things 
up. Kucherov, Leon Draisaitl and Nathan MacKinnon? Absolutely — 
they’ve done this before. Robertson? Not nearly as much, creating a bit 
more caution with his current pace. 

Rocket Richard Trophy 

Given to the NHL’s top goal scorer. 

Criteria: Skaters ranked by their projected end-of-season goal total. 

Before the season started, this was expected to be a runaway in the 
same way as the Art Ross Trophy. A slow start for the defending two-
time winner has made this a wide-open race.  

The two current scoring leaders, McDavid and Robertson, are jostling for 
position here above 50 goals. Robertson has a two-goal lead at the 
moment, but McDavid’s history makes him the favorite. 

After them, there’s an eight-player cluster between 46 and 50 who could 
all make some serious noise in this race — potentially challenging the 
current co-favorites. Draisaitl is a consistent 50-goal man and should get 
back to that level, while Matthews will need to heat up to make up for lost 
ground from the first two months. They’re the most likely challengers to 
the top two. 

Alex Ovechkin is always in the mix and he still has a shot at 50 this year, 
as do Pastrnak and Kirill Kaprizov. The biggest surprises so far are Bo 
Horvat, who is playing for a big raise, and Tage Thompson, the highlight-

reel skyscraper. Considering what Thompson was doing just two years 
ago, he’s the coolest addition to this year’s race by far. 

Data via Evolving Hockey 
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Bally Sports reports subscriber losses, lower cash flow as RSN model 
teeters 

 

Daniel Kaplan6-8 minutes 30/11/2022 

 

Diamond Sports owns 19 regional sports channels airing games of 42 
NBA, MLB and NHL teams, feeding those clubs substantial sums that 
cover a large part of their player payrolls. 

Times are generally good for the economics of these sports, but hovering 
over these teams is the very real possibility Diamond could file for 
bankruptcy, or perhaps even restructure what it pays the teams, a 
casualty of the decline in the regional sports channel model and the 
inflated $9.6 billion price Diamond parent Sinclair paid in 2019 for the 
network of channels. 

The bad news kept rolling this week, as Diamond revealed in its quarterly 
earnings call that subscriber levels had fallen 10 percent so far this year, 
and a cash flow measure would come in at half the estimate made at the 
start of the year. Like many traditional TV outlets, Diamond’s business is 
eroded by cord-cutting. 

“We have seen quite a bit of (subscriber erosion) acceleration over the 
year,” said Scott Shapiro, Sinclair’s chief financial and operating officer, 
on the earnings call. “And that’s probably driving, you know, at least 75 
percent of the change to (cash flow) guidance, when you look at the 
magnitude of where churn expectations were at the beginning of the 
year, to where we’re projecting for the full year.” 

Diamond on the call said it has enough money to get through the end of 
2023, though that depends in part on the economy not going into a 
tailspin next year (many economists are predicting a mild recession). 
Meanwhile, Sinclair CEO Chris Ripley confirmed reports it had hired two 
financial advisors, LionTree and Moelis & Co., to advise on restructuring. 

“There is no sale process,” Ripley said, appearing to rebut speculation 
Diamond is to be sold. “But, you know, we’re talking to parties about 
deleveraging, strategic partnerships, and things of that nature.” 
Deleveraging means reducing debt. 

Some of those parties are the leagues themselves, which have been 
reported to want to buy Diamond. Ripely’s comment suggests otherwise, 
but there is no doubt the NBA, NHL, and MLB have a keen interest in 
keeping Diamond afloat, and people close to the situation confirmed they 
are active in the discussions. 

Whether that includes a league taking equity and/or some sort of rights 
fee haircut is unclear. But what is clear is the hardline approach voiced 
by MLB commissioner Rob Manfred last year at this time when he said 
the leagues could go it alone without Diamond is no more. 

“The leagues have no way out, they have nowhere to go,” said Patrick 
Crakes, a sports media consultant. “I mean, if they lose the (regional 
sports network) system, right now, they’re completely f—ed. 

“The big story continues to be that the leagues don’t like Sinclair, but they 
now have sobered up. They’re not talking about pivots to DTC all over 
the place.” 

DTC is direct to consumer, and in sports media parlance, refers to 
streaming. Media outlets like Diamond are trying to balance the 
traditional TV world and streaming. Diamond launched a streaming 
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service earlier this year but pointedly declined to put a figure on how well, 
or poorly, the product’s faring. 

Asked by a Wall Street analyst on the earnings call to put a figure on the 
service, Ripley responded, “it’s too early for us to extrapolate. I mean, 
we’ve literally just gotten through sort of a month, month and a half of 
being up and, you know, we’re very pleased with the results in terms of 
engagement, app ratings, the quality of experience, engagement of the 
subscribers. And, you know, I think it bodes well for the future. But at this 
point, just extrapolating.” 

Hogwash said Lee Berke, a sports media consultant. He said if Diamond 
had positive results, it would announce them. The problem is the RSN 
model is broken because of cord-cutting, but streaming is not generally 
profitable because it’s not priced appropriately at the moment. 

“The model is going to have to be rebuilt,” Berke said. “I think there still is 
a very strong marketplace for regional sports network content. It remains 
to be seen just who is going to be offering that up.” 

That is a point observers keep coming back to, that there is strong 
demand for local sports, the problem is finding a way to deliver it 
profitably on different screens. In fact, Crakes said the real problem with 
Diamond is the amount of debt on the company, for without it Bally 
Sports, the brand name of the regional sports network, could go on 
comfortably for another decade. 

But Bally does have the debt, over $9 billion, leading to all sorts of 
speculation the company could file for bankruptcy or be acquired by its 
bondholders. The company is treading water for now and could end up 
selling equity to leagues to pay down the debt. 

“We’re going through this transition of going from a single source of 
revenue, linear pay TV to a hybrid approach,” Ripley said. “And we’ve 
just made that first step of doing that. And so it just takes some time for 
the model to play out. But that transition, we believe, will ultimately make 
these rights even more valuable in the future. And you know, we just 
have to bridge through that moment in time.” 

If Diamond doesn’t get through that moment in time, however, that could 
prove ominous for teams relying on contractual payments from Bally. 

The Bally Sports teams are the Miami Marlins, Orlando Magic, Florida 
Panthers, Milwaukee Brewers, Kansas City Royals, Detroit Tigers, 
Detroit Pistons, Detroit Red Wings, Cleveland Guardians, Indiana 
Pacers, Arizona Coyotes, Arizona Diamondbacks, Phoenix Suns, St. 
Louis Cardinals, St. Louis Blues, New Orleans Pelicans, Minnesota 
Twins, Minnesota Timberwolves, Minnesota Wild, Cincinnati Reds, 
Cleveland Cavaliers, Columbus Blue Jackets, Oklahoma City Thunder, 
San Diego Padres, L.A. Clippers, Anaheim Ducks, Atlanta Braves, 
Carolina Hurricanes, Nashville Predators, Atlanta Hawks, Charlotte 
Hornets, Memphis Grizzlies, Texas Rangers, Dallas Mavericks, San 
Antonio Spurs, Dallas Stars, Tampa Bay Rays, Miami Heat, Tampa Bay 
Lightning, L.A. Angels, L.A. Kings, Milwaukee Brewers and Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.01.2022 

1261038 Websites 

 

Watching England’s football best with Brendan Perlini, one of its hockey 
best 

 

Scott Powers9-11 minutes 30/11/2022 

 

ROSEMONT, Ill. — Brendan Perlini had gotten to the part of the story 
where he thought his eye had been sliced out by an ice skate. 

That usually would have been enough to capture my full attention. Not 
today. 

The World Cup was happening; more specifically, the U.S. and Iran were 
playing on the TV behind me and the U.S. was clinging to a 1-0 lead in a 
must-win game. As the game’s second half wore on, there felt a greater 
need every few minutes to catch a glimpse of the score. I didn’t want to 
be rude as Perlini recounted his on-ice scare, but too much time had 
passed between those glimpses and I couldn’t wait any longer. Plus, to 
be fair, I could already see he hadn’t lost his eye. He did require 16 
stitches inside his nose and another eight on the exterior, though. 

I had invited Perlini, who was born in England, to watch England face 
Wales in the World Cup. I had covered Perlini when he played with the 
Chicago Blackhawks in the NHL, and he was now a member of the 
Chicago Wolves in the AHL. The thought was that it’d be interesting to 
watch England’s premier soccer players with one of England’s premier 
hockey players, who was also a huge soccer fan. As I expected, Perlini 
was down for it. 

A conversation with Perlini is never about just one thing. Soccer was the 
opening topic — he uses the words soccer and football interchangeably, 
in case you’re wondering — but we ended up talking about a wide array 
of topics over the two-plus hours at Carlucci, a restaurant in Rosemont. 

Like his conversations, Perlini’s nationality and sporting allegiances are 
all over the place. It takes some explaining, too. 

Perlini was born in Guildford, England, while his Canadian-born father, 
Fred, was playing hockey for the Guildford Flames. Fred is a Flames 
legend and once scored 90 goals in 50 games. He continued to coach in 
England after his playing days and his two sons, Brendan and Brett, grew 
up there. 

Perlini loves soccer now, but he was turned off by it as a child in 
England. The constant presence of the sport in all aspects of British life 
was unappealing to him. As he likes to say, if everyone is going left, he 
goes right. So for much of his childhood, soccer was of little interest to 
him. He wonders now if he had taken to the sport earlier whether he 
might have had a chance in it. He does recall Premier League teams 
sending staff members, who may have been scouting talent, to his school 
at an early age. With his athleticism, size and offensive instincts, who 
knows, he might have been a future England striker. 

Even in picking his favorite Premier League club — you can’t just not like 
soccer as a kid in England — he strayed far from the pack. All of his 
friends supported nearby teams in the London area. There were a ton to 
choose from. Perlini didn’t want to be like any of his friends, though, so 
he opted for Manchester United, a team located 200-plus miles away. 

Perlini also really began embracing soccer when his family moved to 
Canada when he was 11. Again, it was pushing back on the norm. 
Canada was the opposite of England. In England, everyone cared about 
soccer and few cared about hockey. In Canada, the sports flipped. Perlini 
didn’t abandon hockey at that point — he was too promising of a 
prospect — but his soccer fandom grew. 

Ever since, it’s continued to grow. And because he is a professional 
hockey player in North America, that has opened the door to some 
unforgettable interactions with famous soccer players. When with the 
Blackhawks, he met Bastian Schweinsteiger, who was playing with the 
Chicago Fire, and had him sign a Manchester United jersey. When he 
was with the Arizona Coyotes, he met Didier Drogba, who was playing 
for Phoenix Rising, and has a signed soccer boot from him. 

Perlini even had an unexpected experience with soccer player Memphis 
Depay. Perlini had jokingly copied Depay’s goal celebration of sticking 
his index fingers in his ears after scoring in the Winter Classic for the 
Blackhawks. Perlini had done the celebration only as an inside joke with 
former Blackhawks teammate Artem Anisimov. 

“It just then took off,” Perlini said. “It became this thing. Every autograph 
signing we would do, I’d always get asked, ‘I want to take a picture of you 
like this.’ It had just become this thing and snowballed. The next time I 
did it was my first game playing against Arizona and I scored a hat trick 
and scored the last goal with like two seconds left or whatever and poked 
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it in and did it again. We then got a really good picture of everyone doing 
(the celebration). 

“After the first initial one, (Depay) sent me a message online just over 
Instagram, saying, hey, man, so cool to see you doing that, my 
celebration, blah, blah, blah, send me your address, I’ll send you a 
jersey. He sent me over a shirt and we sent him one back, a Blackhawks 
one.” 

Like a lot of soccer fans, Perlini gets the newest FIFA video game every 
year. He reads soccer books. He’s currently on Zlatan Ibrahimović’s 
second autobiography. He greatly admires Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel 
Messi’s games. He and his brother kick around the ball during the 
summer, but Perlini avoids the two-touch soccer game that hockey 
players play because he was once injured playing it. Overall, when it 
comes to soccer, Perlini feels more of his British side. 

That said … if this was a British tabloid, this is where the headline in all 
caps would be that Perlini isn’t living and dying with every England game 
in the World Cup and wouldn’t mind if another country won it. He 
certainly wants England to do well. He was awestruck when Marcus 
Rashford bent in his free kick for England’s first goal on Tuesday. “That 
was sick,” he said of the goal. But if Cristiano Ronaldo and Portugal 
stood in England’s way in the World Cup, well, Perlini wouldn’t be waving 
a Union Jack, and that largely has to do with Ronaldo’s recent rift with 
Manchester United. 

“The player side of me, having played, having been through similar 
scenarios, not obviously of the stature of Ronaldo, but like just in the 
room, you can hear the things he’s (saying) — like my brother heard it, 
I’ve heard it, where you’ve been through certain downs, where it’s like 
they don’t believe in me, they’re telling me one thing and they do another 
thing, there are similarities where you can be like, I understand in a 
sense what he’s going through,” Perlini said. “So I’m cheering for him big 
time in this World Cup. I want him and Portugal to do really, really well.” 

As for hockey, that’s where he’s Canadian. He’s played for only Canada 
internationally and has never had any interest in playing for England. He 
was told he’d have to play domestically in England for four years to be 
eligible for its national team. The only way he could foresee playing in 
England would be to play his brother Brett, who is playing in Denmark. 

Perlini does feel American, too. He doesn’t technically have a U.S. 
passport, but he moved to the United States when he was 13 and has 
been living there for much of his life. 

“I think of myself as all three in different things, too,” said Perlini, who 
doesn’t have a noticeable accent from any of the three countries. 

Perlini’s sights are currently on getting back to the NHL. He has to be 
one of the best players in the AHL currently not on an NHL contract. He’s 
shown he has the capability of producing in the NHL. He had three 
double-digit goal seasons in the NHL early in his career. Even last 
season, he had his moments with the Edmonton Oilers where he 
created. It’s often been just a matter of consistency for him. He had some 
highs and lows with the Blackhawks, and elsewhere as well. He’s hoping 
to score a ton of goals for the Wolves this season — he has five in 10 
games — and earn another NHL deal. He is still just 26. 

Brendan Perlini is on an AHL contract with the Chicago Wolves this 
season. (Ross Dettman / Chicago Wolves) 

Perlini has enjoyed being back in the Chicago area. He actually feels like 
he’s getting to see more of Chicago this time around because of the way 
the AHL schedule is set up. Like his first time in Chicago, he is residing in 
a hotel for the season. He’s found that to be the most convenient and 
flexible way of being somewhere short-term. 

Late into our personal World Cup viewing party, England had the win 
wrapped up. We hadn’t really talked much about the actual game. The 
first half was quiet, then England scored a handful of goals, then it was 
basically over. The fact that England didn’t have much riding on the result 
factored into that. 

Thankfully, Perlini suggested turning the nearest TV to the U.S.-Iran 
game. It’s what I had been wanting for some time, but I didn’t feel like it 
was my place to say it. We ended up watching the final 10 minutes of the 
game more closely and reacting to plays more often than we did in the 
England game. There was more drama. 

Before we departed, Perlini said he’d be watching England the rest of the 
way and was hoping his birthplace would win the World Cup. But I did 
want to be clear about what he previously said and made sure that was 
as long as Portugal and his favorite player Ronaldo weren’t the 
competition. 

“England can win it another time,” Perlini said. 

Like always, Perlini prefers his own way. 

(Top photo: Scott Powers / The Athletic) 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mitch Marner's nail-biting Maple Leafs record enhanced by 
special ovation 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxDecember 1, 2022, 12:46 AM 

 

TORONTO — Mitchell Marner etches the letter Z on the palm of his 
gloves and the shaft of his stick as a reminder of the one who loves him 
without judgment, the one who plays carefree. 

That would be his beloved chocolate Labrador, Zeus. 

“I don't have any kids, and people are probably going to think I'm crazy, 
but, yeah, it's my guy," Marner explained, en route to history. 

"He doesn't have a damn clue what I do for a living. He doesn't have a 
damn clue what anyone thinks about me. He just loves me for being his 
dad and buzzing around outdoors with him. So, that's why I put him on 
there — for the little remembrance to have fun.” 

“Just try and do what he does out there at the field. Just buzz around and 
chase down the ball and be a big force.” 

Fun fact: Chocolate Labs are the rarest breed of Labrador retriever. They 
are fun and loving and known for dominating the show ring. 

Which is precisely what Zeus’s “dad” did on Wednesday night, rescuing 
the Toronto Maple Leafs’ rather sloppy and mild-tempered midweek 3-1 
victory over the San Jose Sharks with a little bit of drama and a whole lot 
of joy. 

Marner buries empty netter to tie record for longest point streak in Maple 
Leafs history 
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Raised a Maple Leafs junkie in Toronto, Marner had been downplaying 
his race at the franchise’s record 18-game point streak, shared by Darryl 
Sittler and Eddie Olczyk. 

But on the eve Marner would equal giants, it was clear he was pressing 
for his moment. 

Marner’s family and friends — most of whom know not to discuss his 
work with him — flocked to the rink. 

His coach flipped him to the wing of his most familiar centreman, Auston 
Matthews, for the final period and even called a timeout to extend the top 
unit’s power-play time with the score knotted at 1-1 late. 

But clean scoring opportunities for Marner and his linemates were hard to 
come by. 

“I was trying not to stress about it,” Marner said, watching the minutes 
tick down and opposing goalie, Aaron Dell, stand tall. 

Marner reflects on frantic effort in final minute to tie Maple Leafs point 
record 
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And then? A break. A gift from the big force that is the hockey gods. 

Pierre Engvall slammed an Alexander Kerfoot rebound home with just 
2:27 remaining, forcing the Sharks to empty their net and a space in the 
record book was there for the taking. 

Go fetch. 

With his teammates spending half their energy hanging on to the late 
lead and the other half targeting Marner’s tape, the winger was granted 
not one, not two, but three attempts at the vacant cage. 

On the first look, Marner oddly forced a puck to a covered Michael 
Bunting in the neutral zone. 

“Because I’m a passer, you know,” said Marner, able to laugh in 
retrospect. “Dumb move… not some high IQ for sure. 

“I can't wait to talk to my father. He's gonna be like, ‘What the hell are 
you doing on that pass on the first one?’ Big Mike, on the bench, couldn't 
believe I tried to pass it to him, too. He was pissed at me, to be honest.” 

Marner blew his second attempt wide and joked to Matt Murray afterward 
that he’d spend next practice peppering empty nets. 

“You start to feel like maybe it’s not going to happen,” coach Sheldon 
Keefe admitted. “But he stayed with it and got it. It's an important goal. I 
mean, I don't want to have to defend a one-goal lead to the very end. 
Especially with 65 [Erik Karlsson] out there.” 

So, when Kerfoot found a cheating Marner up the gut for yet another 
chance on no goalie, the magician made no mistake. 

Marner shook his head in relief and called it an “ugly” way to get it done, 
71 seconds before time expired. 

'I'm so happy for him': Matthews thrilled to see Marner tie Maple Leafs 
points record 
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“I'm so happy he got it, honestly. It was getting a little scary there for a 
second. Third time's a charm, I guess,” said Matthews, who shared a 
laugh with his winger on the bench. 

“A little bit of a sigh of relief. I mean, the first two tries, I was like, what 
are you doing? Just put it in the net and let's go home. Let’s get this over 
with.” 

Added winning goalie Ilya Samsonov: “I was little bit scared about record, 
but Mitchy scored. No more questions, yeah.” 

When the goal scorer’s name was announced over the barn’s 
loudspeakers, a packed and happy Scotiabank Arena rose to its feet and 
cheered for the local boy done good. 

“Honestly, that was really special. That meant a lot,” Marner said. 

The record-setter thought about his family standing up, too, and how they 
were part of the ovation, the love. He thought about his “brother” 
Matthews and how last season it was Marner that was rooting on his 
teammate’s individual assault on Leafs history. 

Maybe he thought about some of the bitter disappointments suffered on 
this same sheet, in this same town. 

And surely, he thought of Zeus, the loyal dog emblazoned on his game-
day socks and etched on his gloves. 

“It was a special moment to grow up in a city, be a huge fan of this team, 
and now have my name with a couple unbelievable players,” Marner 
said. “You know, a kid growing up would’ve never expected this — and 
now it's kind of reality.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Calle Järnkrok left the game in the second period with a groin injury that 
will require imaging and force him to “miss some time,” per Keefe. 

This should open the door for fringe winger Nick Robertson to get a 
significant run of games, which will be great for the player’s development 
and important for the organization to see what they have in him. 

“Nick is a guy we do want to have more involved,” Keefe said. 

• Auston Matthews had 10 goals by the end of November in 2021 and 
finished with 60 on the season. 

Matthews now has goals in three straight and 12 by the end of November 
2022. 

• For all of San Jose’s flaws, its aggressive penalty kill is not one. 

The Sharks went a perfect three-for-three on the PK in Toronto and the 
lead the NHL with an incredible 91.6-per-cent success rate. The Boston 
Bruins (83.5 per cent) sit a distant second. 

Marner's record-tying game caps off impressive month for Maple Leafs 
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• Quote of the Day. 

“He's a fun player to watch, but hopefully today he's boring.” — Timothy 
Liljegren on boyhood hero and fellow Swedish right-shot defenceman 
Erik Karlsson 

(Karlsson has been held pointless for consecutive games for the first time 
in North America this season.) 

• In honour of Börje Salming, the Leafs raised cash for ALS Action 
Canada by donating all proceeds from Wednesday’s sales of Reverse 
Retro replica sweaters. Actual game sweaters from this, the first home 
date since Salming’s death, will be auctioned off here for ALS as well. 

Those awesome Börje shoulder patches are now available for fans to 
purchase, and proceeds for those will go to the same charity all season. 

Nice work. 

“He’s going to live with Toronto forever,” said Swedish winger Engvall. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: All eyes on Blackhawks' Kane, Toews 
heading into new year 

 

Elliotte Friedman@FriedgeHNICDecember 1, 2022, 12:06 AM 

 

Kings goaltender Cal Petersen came on in relief of Jonathan Quick in 
Seattle’s insane 9-8 victory over Los Angeles on Tuesday night. He gave 
up the last four Kraken goals, including Andre Burakovsky’s overtime 
winner. 

Watch Petersen's reaction after each Seattle goal. 

Kings' Petersen lit up for four goals off bench in explosive matchup with 
Kraken 
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Honestly, it’s tough to see. That’s a goalie struggling with confidence, 
unsure in his pads and searching for answers he can’t find. No making 
fun here, it’s an awful place to be. 

Still, it was stunning to see the Kings put him on waivers Wednesday. He 
has a winning record and a lot of years ahead of him at 28, but his 
backloaded contract ($11 million of the $15M is due to him the next two 
seasons) makes it a longer bet he’s claimed at 2 p.m. ET Thursday. 

Los Angeles plans to send Petersen to the Ontario Reign of the AHL if he 
clears, simply to get him more reps. There is no more time to experiment 

in the NHL since his partner between the pipes, Quick, is struggling as 
well. Natural Stat Trick has the Kings seventh in expected-goal 
percentage at five-on-five, but they are 28th in goals against and six 
points ahead of Minnesota, Nashville and St. Louis for the playoffs — 
although, those clubs have multiple games in hand while they sit just 
outside the wild card spots. 

Part of me wonders if this is also intended to be a firecracker into the 
Kings’ dressing room. They took a big step in 2021-22, gave Edmonton 
everything the Oilers could handle in Round 1 of the playoffs, and have 
several prospects praying for expanded roles on the roster. Petersen’s 
an established player, and his removal would certainly send a message 
that no one in that locker room should be comfortable. 

Los Angeles is one of the few teams with a surplus of right-side 
defenders, something the Kings will address. The exact timeline is 
uncertain, although they recognize there must be a wider opportunity 
created for Jordan Spence by next season at the latest (Spence was 
called up Tuesday after recording 16 points in 17 AHL games). They are 
looking for a left-hand shot on the blueline and have been linked several 
times to Arizona’s Jakob Chychrun. The Kings have what the Coyotes 
would want, but there’s zero guarantee it happens. 

We’ll see how this develops, but Los Angeles has already sent a 
message: expect the unexpected. 

32 Thoughts: The Podcast 

Jeff Marek and Elliotte Friedman know their hockey. Whether it’s the pros 
or juniors, they are always plugged in to the latest news, rumours and 
stories that you should know from around the game. 

Link and subscribe for free 

Marek on Twitter 

Friedman on Twitter 

1. There’s no guarantee it will occur, but I do believe Chychrun let 
Arizona know he prefers to be dealt to a contender. 

2. All the best to Kris Letang, who, for the second time in his NHL career, 
suffered a stroke. “We are all concerned for him,” head coach Mike 
Sullivan said. “It’s a scary word.” The Penguins bent over backwards to 
make sure everyone knew this stroke was less severe than the one that 
kept him out of the lineup for two months back in 2014. This will be zero 
surprise to anyone who knows the defenceman, but Letang apparently 
wanted to play Tuesday against Carolina — only to be told that wasn’t 
going to happen under any circumstances. There is a belief he can 
return, but the timetable is uncertain. Betting against him is a bad idea. 

3. Good line on Wednesday about Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews: 
“Right now, there’s more talk from people who can’t make it happen than 
from people who can.” Expect this to gain traction in the new year, with 
more clarity on what (or where) both players prefer. On some level, I 
think Kane in particular would like to take a run at some of Stan Mikita’s 
franchise records (games played, assists and points). Therefore, there 
were rumours he might prefer to play out the season in Chicago and 
decide his future in free agency, but several sources threw cold water on 
that idea. As you can imagine, there’s been no extension talk in either 
case.  

4. It is an extremely difficult puzzle to piece together, but I do think 
Florida would have interest in Erik Karlsson. Not sure how it could 
happen, though. 

5. During Evander Kane’s excellent After Hours segment on Nov. 19 with 
Scott Oake, the Oilers winger indicated he has yet to recover feeling in 
his thumb from the severed nerves suffered during the gruesome skate 
cut in Tampa Bay. I’ve followed up on that, and a couple of doctors 
indicated that is not unusual and not — at this point — a cause for 
concern. It can take a while for that to return. At this point, his timeline is 
unchanged.  

After Hours: Evander Kane opens up about frightening wrist injury 
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6. The Oilers were looking for depth forwards with an edge, but have also 
indicated they think they’ll be better when several of their injured 
forwards — not just Kane — return. They don’t seem inclined to make a 
move simply for the sake of doing it, although opponents feel they are 
noticeably less nasty without Kane. 

7. Toronto’s on an excellent run despite a banged-up defence and 
goaltending that just recently returned to full health. The Maple Leafs are 
fourth in the NHL just weeks after we had the entire organization looking 
for new jobs. They have time to let this play out, but it’s safe to say they 
will save their best assets for whatever they feel they might need on the 
blueline. There’s the possibility of adding a left-shot scorer, but that’s not 
the priority and I think they’d also like to show Matthew Knies there’s a 
path when he’s ready to leave NCAA Minnesota.     

8. Alex Formenton must sign a contract by 5 p.m. ET on Thursday, or he 
cannot play in the NHL this season. No clarity into the 2018 World 
Juniors investigation is expected by then. A few weeks ago, there was 
some belief he’d be traded and resume his NHL career in another city. 
We will see what happens in the next 24 hours, but that belief has 
dissipated. 

9. It sounds like there’ve been conversations about how things should 
proceed in Philadelphia. It’s not what everyone wants to hear, but the 
smart play is to go for the best draft pick possible. There’s a desire to add 
some veteran help among all the injuries, specifically Artem Anisimov, 
who is at Lehigh Valley in the AHL. But the organization is at 50 
contracts, so a spot must be cleared to sign him to an NHL deal. We will 
see if the Flyers make a move to create that room.  

10. On Pat Verbeek’s latest podcast — “The Beeker” — the Anaheim 
Ducks general manager told host Alexis Downie it remains his plan to 
evaluate the team’s coaching staff at the end of the season. “We’re early 
in this process,” he said. “You look at 20-year-olds playing in the minors, 
some of those players don’t start reaching their stride until January, 
believe it or not. It’s hard for them to figure things out. We’re kind of in the 
same process here with some of our younger guys, so I’m giving the 
coaching staff and the players time, give them some runway to figure 
things out.”  

11. If you’re so inclined, go back and watch the cat-and-mouse game 
between Winnipeg’s Rick Bowness and Colorado’s Jared Bednar on 
Tuesday night in the Manitoba capital. With home ice and last change, 
Bowness keeps his top line away from Nathan MacKinnon as much as 
possible. Cole Perfetti, Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler were dominant 
in the 5-0 win, scoring twice at five-on-five with Mikko Rantanen on the 
ice, but generally, Bowness kept the heavy lifting away from them. It paid 
off. 

12. One Jet said playing for Bowness is like playing for your grandfather: 
“He doesn’t get mad at you, just disappointed.” 

Jets' Bowness after statement win vs. Avalanche: 'We're a very, very 
good hockey club' 
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13. I get lots of DMs about the New York Rangers (my DMs have to be 
the least exciting on Twitter). I really think they are trying to be patient, 
hoping that some who played important roles on the road to the Eastern 
Conference Final last season rediscover that form. Igor Shesterkin 
should be the least of anyone’s concerns, but it’s always an adjustment 
to deal with the weight of expectations once they really arrive. He also 
played a career-high 73 games last year (including the playoffs). Shorter 
summer, higher expectations. Sometimes that’s hard to navigate the first 
time you experience it. And he’s not the only one. 

14. There is definitely going to be something done in the aftermath of the 
Jason Robertson goal when Connor Hellebuyck’s mask was knocked off 
last Friday. Maybe it’s as simple as a more aggressive whistle, since 
GMs recognize goalies need to be protected. In the days since that 
occurred, there’s also been a demand to make sure “mask-off” doesn’t 
get abused or become a strategy. Last season, St. Louis Blues goalie 
Jordan Binnington received a delay-of-game penalty for removing his 
mask in a game against the Jets. Another suggestion was making a chin-
strap mandatory — an attempt that failed in 2014. Goalies refused that 
as part of the equipment slimdown. “Goalie Gear Nerd” on Twitter made 
an interesting point, that this wouldn’t work anyways because of the way 
the mask is designed to fall under contact. 

'I don't understand the call': Jets unimpressed with review on game-tying 
goal vs. Stars 
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Whatever the case, GMs will want some level of assurance that things 
don’t swing too far the other way. Fans are excited by goals and the 
league average save percentage (.905) is on pace to be the lowest in 16 
years. 

15. Another issue is nets coming off, which is already on the league’s 
radar. It came up at the recent GM Meetings with everyone asking for 
more data before any decisions were made. One GM texted that he 
didn’t want to hear any excuses about pegs or some arenas having 
weaker ones than others: “Call a penalty, then it will stop.” One 
broadcaster asked the ice crew at his arena and was told there is indeed 
a difference from building to building, that some drill deeper and/or use a 
Shop-Vac to do a more thorough job of draining water from peg holes. 
But I do think penalties are going to come. 

Is Maple Leafs' Murray at fault for dislodging net multiple times? 
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16. The NHL, its security team and NHLPA are going to make sure 
throwing stuff on the ice does not become a common occurrence after it 
happened twice last week. This one might be on the radar at the Board of 
Governors meeting on Dec. 12-13. 

17. It was funny that New Jersey’s game ops crew played the Beastie 
Boys’ “Sabotage” when the third goal was disallowed last week against 
Toronto. First two lines: “I can't stand it, I know you planned it, I’m gonna 
set it straight, this Watergate.” That’s really good. 

18. Penalty-kill stats go back to 1977-78. Only three times has a team 
been below 70 per cent on the PK — 1978-79 Washington (69.7), 1979-
80 Los Angeles (68.2) and 1982-83 Los Angeles (68.6). This year, four 
are below that baseline: Seattle (69.7), St. Louis (69.4), Anaheim (66.3) 
and Vancouver (66.2). 

19. Seen a few notes about how American Thanksgiving passed with six 
teams in a playoff position who didn’t make it last year. That’s 37.5 per 
cent, a good number. It’s not a record, and there’ve been three times in 
the past eight years where seven teams made the playoffs after missing 
the season before: 2014-15, 2016-17 and 2017-18 (which included 
expansion Vegas making the Stanley Cup Final). 

20. During a previous life, my father was a developer, so I’m somewhat 
familiar with city councils, building controversies and referendums. On 
Tuesday night, Tempe City Council voted 7-0 to support the Arizona 
Coyotes’ arena and entertainment-district proposal. The public 
referendum to decide the project’s fate is scheduled for May 16, 2023. 
I’ve got no issues with this; let the people choose. The next major step, 
however, is phrasing the question. This will be critical. I’ve seen huge 
battles during this process. Is it as simple as: “Do we do this?” That 
benefits the Coyotes. Or, does someone fight for more detail about the 
costs/tax breaks? That could make it more challenging for them. It 
doesn’t get as much attention, but those with real skin in the game know 
how much phrasing matters. 

NHL on Sportsnet NOW 

Get NHL LIVE included with a subscription to SN NOW PREMIUM and 
stream over 1,000 games blackout-free, plus the 2023 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

21. The NHL Alumni will honour Dave Keon at a luncheon during NHL 
All-Star Weekend. Great to see Keon in public around the game more. 

22. Years ago, I was in a scrum where Michael Jordan pointed at a 
reporter’s feet. He made it very clear he considered shabby shoes a 
major stylistic flaw — especially if the rest of your outfit sparkled. That 
stuck with me, but there were times I let it slide. Once was during a trip 
through Pearson Airport, where Ron MacLean, Don Cherry and Greg 
Millen told me I needed an immediate shine — that the scuffing on my 
footwear was unacceptable. So, it became a regular routine, something I 
looked forward to with the friendly people at Walter’s Shoeshine. On a 
recent trip to Montreal, I learned that one of the managers, Sabbir Atcha, 
passed away last year. Was really sorry to hear that, always enjoyed 
seeing him. But I’m glad to see his relatives continuing the airport 
presence. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers Takeaways: Edmonton survives scary finish for third 
win in a row 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecDecember 1, 2022, 1:58 AM 

 

They don’t ask how, but on a flaky Wednesday night in the Windy City, 
they were certainly asking, “How many?”  

As in, how many posts did the Oilers hit on the night? (Answer: six).  

Or, on the front end of a back to back for Edmonton, how many minutes 
would Darnell Nurse (28:57), Connor McDavid (27:06) and Leon Draisaitl 
(26:13) have to log to secure a win against the NHL’s 31st place team, a 
Chicago Blackhawks club that rode a seven-game losing streak into the 
game?  

And finally, how many wins in a row for the Oilers (three) after a lopsided 
but nervous 5-4 win over the Blackhawks in which Edmonton nearly blew 
a 4-1 third period lead? 

Oilers on Sportsnet NOW 

Streaming Home of the Edmonton Oilers. Stream games all season long, 
plus hundreds of other NHL games, the All-Star Game and Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. SN NOW STANDARD and PREMIUM let you choose how 
much hockey you want to watch. 

CHOOSE PLAN 

“There’s been a few in a row where we’ve made it interesting at the end 
of the game,” Nurse said after the game on the TNT broadcast, on the 
occasion of his 500th NHL game.  

Of course, Nurse was referring to a four-goal third period for the Oilers in 
New York, and a goal with 4.4 seconds left that preceded an overtime 
win over the Florida Panthers.  

In this one, the Oilers controlled the game from puck drop, outshooting 
the Blackhawks 41-25 and adding another six — count ‘em, six! — goal 
posts on the night. The Oilers took a tidy 4-1 lead with ten minutes to 
play in the game on Mattias Janmark’s first as an Oiler, and with a late 
start and a game the next night in Minnesota, that’s where a good team 
is supposed to shut ‘er down and take the two points on to the charter.  

Janmark hopeful Oilers can keep confidence growing after third 
consecutive win 

Play Video 

Play 

Mute 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:30 

Loaded: 10.93% 

Captions 

Fullscreen 

Well, Edmonton is a good team, but they’re missing four of their Top 9 
forwards at the moment. So a depth-challenged team had a hard time 
shutting the door against Chicago, and after the Hawks scored twice in 
19 seconds, the game would end with the Oilers clinging to a 5-4 lead 
and goalie Stuart Skinner making a massive save on Taylor Raddysh 
with 13.9 seconds left on the clock.  

“There were a couple of penalty calls made, and they made it 
interesting,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “But we found a way to get 
the win.”  

•••  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 1, 2022 

 

Top Line Fine  

With a depleted Top 9, Woodcroft put his Top 3 forwards on one unit and 
they delivered. McDavid played between Draisaitl and Zach “Hard Luck” 
Hyman, and the young Blackhawks simply could not handle the Oilers 
trio.  

Hyman played the least (24:34) and had five shots on net, a disallowed 
goal, two posts and an assist. He has 25 shots on net and three 
disallowed goals in his past five games — not to mention four points in 
his last two. McDavid (goal and an assist) had a season-high nine shots 
on goal Wednesday, while Draisaitl (2-1-3) had six shots on net and was 
a force for 60 minutes.  

McDavid takes off and breezes past Johnson for the blocker-side goal 
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That’s 20 shots on net, three goals and six points by the big line.  

What was Woodcroft’s take after the game? Well, the 8:30 p.m. local 
start on the front end of a back to back had the Oilers coach keeping his 
post-game avail rather tight on Wednesday.  

“What do I take away?” he asked. “We got the two points and we're ready 
to move on. It’s 11:45 at night right now and we're gonna get on a plane 
and go to Minnesota and prepare for a real good Minnesota Wild team. 
Thanks.”  

•••  

Buffalo Soldier  

With three assists in his past five games, Jesse Puljujarvi is finally 
beginning to get rewarded on the score sheet for his responsible 
defensive play. Both his linemates — Ryan Nugent-Hopkins and 
Janmark — had goals Wednesday.  

“I felt good there with Nuge and Janmark, making those little plays,” he 
said. “Then when you have a chance to shoot, we shoot. That was a nice 
couple of goals with those guys.”  

Puljujarvi has 10 goals in his last 82 games played — playoffs included 
— and has just a single goal in 23 games this season. But he’s been 
digging in defensively, and slowly finding the requisite confidence to 
improve the play when the puck finds his stick. You can see his 
confidence building as good things happen.  

His check sent a rolling puck to Evan Bouchard, who set up the two-on-
one that resulted in Janmark’s goal. No point for Puljujarvi, who played 
just 11:41 and had two shots on net, but the goal does not happen 
without some staunch defensive work by Puljujarvi.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Coyotes will be looking for a big return in any trade 
for defenceman Jakob Chychrun 

 

adam-vingan headshotAdam Vingan@AdamVinganNovember 30, 2022, 
2:40 PM 

 

Arizona Coyotes defenceman Jakob Chychrun has been the subject of 
trade rumors for several months. He made it known last season that he 
was not interested in being part of a long-term rebuild with the club, 
preferring to play for a team with playoff aspirations. 

Now that Chychrun has made his season debut after recovering from 
offseason wrist surgery, that chatter has intensified. Multiple teams have 
been linked to Chychrun; Sportnet’s Jeff Marek mentioned the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, New York Islanders, Los Angeles Kings and Buffalo 
Sabres on Hockey Night in Canada last week. The Ottawa Senators 
have long been rumoured as a potential landing spot for Chychrun, and 
the injury-depleted Toronto Maple Leafs could certainly use help on 
defence. 

It is easy to see why so many teams would inquire about Chychrun, who 
has averaged 23:07 of ice time and recorded three points in four games 
this season. He is young (24), big (6-foot-2, 220 pounds) and cost-
controlled ($4.6 million cap hit through 2025). 

Two seasons ago, Chychrun had a career-high 18 goals, which led all 
defencemen, and 41 points in 56 games. He knew how to pick his spots, 
scoring 12 of his goals from the slot. 

Because of Chychrun’s impressive offensive numbers that season, his 
strong defensive play flew under the radar. His 2.6 stick checks per game 
ranked first out of 180 defencemen with a minimum of 500 minutes 
played, and he won 161 puck battles, which ranked 11th. It was that all-
around game that made Chychrun the No. 16 pick in the 2016 NHL Draft. 

Chychrun’s standard statistics tumbled last season, when he finished 
with seven goals and 21 points in 47 games, but many of his underlying 
numbers held relatively steady. 

Chychrun showed off his play-reading ability last week against the Red 
Wings, picking off Calder Trophy winner Moritz Seider’s dump-out 
attempt at the left point and firing it toward the net. Nick Schmaltz tipped 
Chychrun’s shot into the goal. 

Coyotes' Schmaltz shows off hand-eye with awesome deflection vs. Red 
Wings 
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As far as weaknesses, Chychrun is turnover-prone, though that can 
happen when a player handles the puck as much as he does. Last 
season, Chychrun committed turnovers on 16.2 per cent of his total 
touches, tied for 186th out of 223 qualified defencemen (min. 500 
minutes). 

Health is the biggest concern. Chychrun has played in 72 per cent of the 
Coyotes’ games since his rookie season in 2016-17 (341/474). He has 
suffered ankle, knee, shoulder and wrist injuries as well as a concussion 
during his young career, missing double-digit games in five of his seven 
seasons. 

In Chychrun, whichever team acquires him will be getting a well-rounded 
defenceman who, when healthy, can lead a breakout, help run a power-
play and hold his own against tough competition in all situations. 
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Understandably, the Coyotes are not just going to give away such a 
valuable asset. Marek previously reported that they are seeking 
“essentially the equivalent of two first-round draft picks, plus, so that 
would be a combination of prospect, picks and players as well.” 

Marek has compared a potential Chychrun package to the one that the 
San Jose Sharks sent the Minnesota Wild for Brent Burns in 2011. That 
included a 2011 first-round pick, Charlie Coyle (who was a first-rounder 
in 2010), and then-24-year-old Devin Setoguchi (who had 159 points in 
267 games at the time).  Defencemen like Chychrun are not often 
available. Let the bidding war begin. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Coyotes will be looking for a big return in any trade 
for defenceman Jakob Chychrun 

 

adam-vingan headshotAdam Vingan@AdamVinganNovember 30, 2022, 
2:40 PM 

 

Arizona Coyotes defenceman Jakob Chychrun has been the subject of 
trade rumors for several months. He made it known last season that he 
was not interested in being part of a long-term rebuild with the club, 
preferring to play for a team with playoff aspirations. 

Now that Chychrun has made his season debut after recovering from 
offseason wrist surgery, that chatter has intensified. Multiple teams have 
been linked to Chychrun; Sportnet’s Jeff Marek mentioned the Columbus 
Blue Jackets, New York Islanders, Los Angeles Kings and Buffalo 
Sabres on Hockey Night in Canada last week. The Ottawa Senators 
have long been rumoured as a potential landing spot for Chychrun, and 
the injury-depleted Toronto Maple Leafs could certainly use help on 
defence. 

It is easy to see why so many teams would inquire about Chychrun, who 
has averaged 23:07 of ice time and recorded three points in four games 
this season. He is young (24), big (6-foot-2, 220 pounds) and cost-
controlled ($4.6 million cap hit through 2025). 

Two seasons ago, Chychrun had a career-high 18 goals, which led all 
defencemen, and 41 points in 56 games. He knew how to pick his spots, 
scoring 12 of his goals from the slot. 

Because of Chychrun’s impressive offensive numbers that season, his 
strong defensive play flew under the radar. His 2.6 stick checks per game 
ranked first out of 180 defencemen with a minimum of 500 minutes 
played, and he won 161 puck battles, which ranked 11th. It was that all-
around game that made Chychrun the No. 16 pick in the 2016 NHL Draft. 

Chychrun’s standard statistics tumbled last season, when he finished 
with seven goals and 21 points in 47 games, but many of his underlying 
numbers held relatively steady. 

Chychrun showed off his play-reading ability last week against the Red 
Wings, picking off Calder Trophy winner Moritz Seider’s dump-out 
attempt at the left point and firing it toward the net. Nick Schmaltz tipped 
Chychrun’s shot into the goal. 

Coyotes' Schmaltz shows off hand-eye with awesome deflection vs. Red 
Wings 

Play Video 

Play 

Mute 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:00 

Loaded: 16.48% 

Fullscreen 

As far as weaknesses, Chychrun is turnover-prone, though that can 
happen when a player handles the puck as much as he does. Last 
season, Chychrun committed turnovers on 16.2 per cent of his total 
touches, tied for 186th out of 223 qualified defencemen (min. 500 
minutes). 

Health is the biggest concern. Chychrun has played in 72 per cent of the 
Coyotes’ games since his rookie season in 2016-17 (341/474). He has 
suffered ankle, knee, shoulder and wrist injuries as well as a concussion 
during his young career, missing double-digit games in five of his seven 
seasons. 

In Chychrun, whichever team acquires him will be getting a well-rounded 
defenceman who, when healthy, can lead a breakout, help run a power-
play and hold his own against tough competition in all situations. 

Understandably, the Coyotes are not just going to give away such a 
valuable asset. Marek previously reported that they are seeking 
“essentially the equivalent of two first-round draft picks, plus, so that 
would be a combination of prospect, picks and players as well.” 

Marek has compared a potential Chychrun package to the one that the 
San Jose Sharks sent the Minnesota Wild for Brent Burns in 2011. That 
included a 2011 first-round pick, Charlie Coyle (who was a first-rounder 
in 2010), and then-24-year-old Devin Setoguchi (who had 159 points in 
267 games at the time).  Defencemen like Chychrun are not often 
available. Let the bidding war begin. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Poulin, Nurse return as Canada looks to get back into 
Rivalry Series with U.S. 

 

David Morassutti @d_morassutti November 30, 2022, 4:59 PM 

 

CALGARY — Team captain Marie-Philip Poulin and 2022 Olympic 
leading scorer Sarah Nurse will help lead Canada’s women’s hockey 
team when it continues its Rivalry Series with the United States next 
month. 

Hockey Canada released its 24-player roster on Wednesday for the 
games Dec. 15 in Henderson, Nev., and Dec. 19 in Los Angeles. 

The Canadians will be looking for their first wins of the 2022-23 series 
after the United States posted three victories earlier this month in 
Kelowna, B.C., Kamloops, B.C., and Seattle. 

The series will end with two games at a date and location yet to be 
determined. 

Canada had won five of six games against its archrival before the start of 
the Rivalry Series, including victories in the 2022 Olympic final and the 
gold-medal game of the women’s hockey championship. 

Eighteen players who competed in the first three rivalry series games are 
on the most recent roster. 

CANADA 

Goaltenders — Kristen Campbell, Brandon, Man.; Ann-Renee Desbiens, 
Clermont, Que.; Emerance Maschmeyer, Bruderheim, Alta. 
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Defence — Ashton Bell, Deloraine, Man.; Jaime Bourbonnais, 
Mississauga, Ont.; Megan Carter, Milton, Ont.; Renata Fast, Burlington, 
Ont.; Jocelyne Larocque, Ste. Anne, Man.; Ella Shelton, Ingersoll, Ont.; 
Claire Thompson, Toronto; Micah Zandee-Hart, Saanichton, B.C. 

Forwards — Emily Clark, Saskatoon; Sarah Fillier, Georgetown, Ont.; 
Elizabeth Giguere, Quebec City; Julia Gosling, London, Ont.; Brianne 
Jenner, Oakville, Ont.; Sarah Nurse, Hamilton; Kristin O’Neill, Oakville, 
Ont..; Marie-Philip Poulin, Beauceville, Que.; Jamie Lee Rattray, Kanata, 
Ont.; Jill Saulnier, Halifax; Danielle Serdachny, Edmonton; Laura Stacey, 
Kleinburg, Ont.; Blayre Turnbull, Stellarton, N.S. 
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TSN.CA / Marner using his mouth and his mind to fuel point streak 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held an optional skate at Scotiabank Arena on 
Wednesday. The Sharks held a media availability.  

Victor Mete remembers Mitch Marner putting together a 21-game point 
streak when they were teammates on the London Knights in 2015-16.   

"Every night he was able to produce," the Leafs defenceman said. "It 
didn't matter what was going on or who we were playing. He was always 
able to put something on the board for us and it was great." 

Now, Marner is doing it again, but in the National Hockey League. He 
carries a 17-game point streak into Wednesday's game against the San 
Jose Sharks.   

"I think this is a little bit crazier just because of the competition he's 
facing," Mete said. "It's pretty incredible. It's crazy." 

Marner's play is fuelling Toronto's sweet November. The team has just 
one regulation loss this month (10-1-3).  

"It's not just about himself," observed coach Sheldon Keefe. "It's about 
serving the team and doing what he can to help us win. I think that just 
helps the confidence of your group. When your best players are like that, 
you have a real good chance of winning every night." 

Marner is playing chess right now and isn't afraid to move the pieces.  

"If you hear his voice, you know he's open," said Mete. "I remember last 
game he was calling for the puck from [Mark Giordano] and Gio was at 
the [Leafs'] blueline and he was behind the net still and he's calling for 
the puck. It was pretty funny." 

It wasn't funny for the Detroit Red Wings, who watched Giordano gain the 
offensive zone and deliver the puck to Marner, who beat Ville Husso for 
his seventh goal of the season.  

"He's a zone or two behind and he's seeing the play develop and calling 
for Gio to be aware of him," Keefe said. "Definitely he's a vocal guy. 
Whether that's letting them know he's available and wants the puck or 
directing traffic to send the pucks to certain spots or speed up or slow 
down, he's really taking charge out there. The better his game is the 
more of that you get."  

"He talks a lot," said Mete. "You can always hear his voice wherever you 
are." 

Marner has now scored in three straight games.  

"He's an extremely smart player," said Sharks defenceman Erik Karlsson. 
"He knows how to feel the flow of the game and he always ends up at the 
right spot [and at] the right time." 

If Marner picks up a point on Wednesday, he will tie the franchise point 
streak record, which is currently shared by Darryl Sittler (1977-
78) and Eddie Olczyk (1989-90). 

"Unbelievable," said winger Nick Robertson, who returns to the Leafs 
lineup against the Sharks. "He's like a magician out there. He just creates 
a lot of things. He makes those simple plays that cause bigger plays to 
happen. He uses his feet as an advantage and [it's] something I can 
learn from ... He's on this streak and hopefully we can continue it for 
him." 

It's business as usual, though, for Marner.  

"You get into streaks like this because you don't make a big deal of it," 
said Keefe. "You just focus and go out and play. You focus on the game 
and the process of what makes you great and then, all of a sudden, you 
get 10, 12 games in and you're like, 'I got a pretty good thing going on' ... 
You want to see your players get rewarded and you want to see them get 
accolades and all these things, but always understand what has gotten 
you to that point, because the moment you get off track with that, it 
doesn’t go your way." 

"I've known him from when we were little," Mete noted. "To me he's had 
the same personality. He's older now, but he's still kind of the same. It's 
nice to see that he still has the kid in him."  

--- 

Marner is hot and now Auston Matthews is heating up. He has scored in 
consecutive games, but it's the way Matthews has scored that has Keefe 
feeling optimistic.  

"He's had some better looks, some cleaner looks," the coach pointed out. 
"You look at the two goals he scored towards the end of the trip, he's got 
clean looks in the slot, basically one-on-one with the goaltender. He's 
had some of those that haven't gone in for him ... On both goals, they 
look like no doubters. He knows where it's going. He knows where he 
wants to put it and he's beating the goalie clean, so that's a good sign." 

Matthews has scored in nine of 10 career games against the Sharks, 
including earlier this season.  

Aaron Dell gets the start of the Sharks, who also played on Tuesday in 
Montreal. Matthews has scored two goals in two career games against 
Dell.  

--- 

With Matthews and Marner currently playing on separate lines, the Leafs 
are a matchup nightmare for most teams. But the Sharks stress that this 
Leafs team is about more than the superstars.  

"They've added an awful lot to their game over the last few years," said 
Sharks coach David Quinn. "I know people make a big deal out of the 
fact they haven't won a playoff series, but they look different. They looked 
different in the playoff series last year. They're not far off. They've added 
an element of grit, commitment to their defence, and when you do that 
[and] got the talent they have, you're very, very dangerous." 

The Leafs just swept a four-game trip through New Jersey, Minnesota, 
Pittsburgh and Detroit despite missing top defenceman Morgan Rielly.  

"They play a style of play that is very hard to beat," said Karlsson. "They 
got a lot of skill but, at the same time, I do think they want to win, and 
they play hard out there in all aspects of the game."  

--- 

Robertson will suit up for the Leafs for the first time since last 
Wednesday. He replaces Denis Malgin on a line with David Kampf and 
Zach Aston-Reese.  

"Those guys are workhorses," the 21-year-old winger said. "I'm happy to 
play with them. Excited. Sometimes a change of view gets things going." 
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Robertson has spent most of his game time this season on the John 
Tavares line but has struggled to produce. Since a two-goal opener, 
Robertson has just three assists in 10 games.  

--- 

Niagara Falls, Ont. native Mac Hollowell will make his home debut with 
the Leafs. 

"It's definitely special playing in this building," the 24-year-old 
defenceman said. "Growing up just down the highway, I've always looked 
forward to playing in this building." 

Hollowell, who made his NHL debut last week in New Jersey after the 
Rielly injury, picked up his first NHL point on Monday on the Matthews 
goal.  

"The Big Mac, he's the man," Matthews said with a big smile. "I told him 
after the game, he's undefeated in the NHL so far, so that's definitely not 
a bad thing." 

What's it mean to hear that from the reigning Hart Trophy winner?  

"It's pretty cool," Hollowell said. "He's a top guy on this team. Top guy in 
the league. He's always kept it real humble with me. He's never been too 
big for me and always been a great guy." 

Hollowell got to know Matthews as well as Joe Thornton and William 
Nylander when he quarantined with them in the same house before 
training camp opened for the 2020-21 season.  

"He didn't say a word for the first three days and then Jumbo just opened 
him right up," said Matthews. 

"I wasn't too sure what to expect," Hollowell recalled. "I was coming in 
late and then I met Jumbo, and he got things going from there. He forces 
you out of your shell and loosens you up a little bit." 

The pair remain friends.  

"He messaged me after my first point and just told me to keep things 
going here," Hollowell said.  

Hollowell and Mete, both 5-foot-9, have managed to soak up some 
important minutes as the Leafs deal with a series of injuries to their 
defence. But that hasn't mean it's been a smooth ride. Does Hollowell 
have a welcome-to-the-NHL moment?  

"When I got walked by [Evgeni] Malkin, that was a pretty good one," he 
said with a smile. "It's just one of those plays, one-on-one, and he got me 
that time. Hopefully, next time I'll get him."  

--- 

What's the biggest challenge for the Leafs on Wednesday?  

"Karlsson," Keefe said. "The way he's playing, he's driving so many 
things and he's such a unique player from the back end. It presents real 
issues if you don't take care of that. I thought he really had his way with 
us when we were down in San Jose." 

Karlsson posted two assists and scored the overtime winner against the 
Leafs on Oct. 27.  

"One of the best skaters in the league," said Leafs defenceman and 
fellow Swede Timothy Liljegren. "Good hockey IQ and he's obviously 
feeling it, so need to shut him down ... He's a player, especially for me 
growing up, you watch a lot. He's a fun player to watch, but hopefully 
today he's boring."  

Karlsson leads the Sharks with 32 points in 25 games.  

"It seems like he's got his jump back," observed Sharks captain Logan 
Couture. "He can break the puck out on his own. Through the neutral 
zone, get your head up as a forward and get your stick on the ice and it 
usually lands on it."  

--- 

There's still no timeline for the return of T.J. Brodie, who has been 
sidelined with an oblique injury since Nov. 11. The defenceman wasn't 
with the team on the recent road trip, because he didn't respond well in 
the initial days following the injury.   

"He hit a bit of a wall there," Keefe said, "but it seems like that's started to 
turn. He's been skating continuously and today was his best day on the 
ice so that's a real good sign." 

--- 

Keefe listed Ilya Samsonov as "day-to-day" following Tuesday's practice 
even though the 25-year-old goalie had been cleared to play.  

"I said that mainly to let him off the hook if he wakes up and is not quite 
feeling right," the coach explained.  

Samsonov woke up feeling just fine and will start against San Jose. It will 
be Samsonov's first game action since hurting his knee while trying to 
stop a Brad Marchand penalty shot on Nov. 5.  

"He's very excited to play," Keefe said.  

--- 

Projected Leafs lines for Wednesday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Jarnkrok - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Holmberg - Engvall   

Aston-Reese - Kampf - Robertson  

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Mete - Hollowell 

Samsonov starts  

Murray  
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TSN.CA / Monahan built lasting legacy beyond the ice in Calgary 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Sean Monahan wrote his name all over the franchise record book during 
his nine-season tenure in Calgary, but it’s the relationships he built 
beyond the ice that should ultimately define how he is remembered in the 
city. 

Monahan, the sixth-overall pick in 2013 who made the Flames as a 19-
year-old in the 2013-14 season, suited up for 656 games with the team 
before departing last off-season. Now a member of the Montreal 
Canadiens, he returns to the Saddledome for the first time on Thursday. 

Although he’s among the franchise leaders in games played, goals, and 
game-winning goals, the centre’s legacy in the city that embraced him 
can be encapsulated in his friendship with 15-year-old Flames fan Mason 
Rodriguez. 

In 2014, then six-year-old Mason was diagnosed with Stage 4 Burkitt 
lymphoma and had to undergo five rounds of chemotherapy. 

At a Calgary Flames Foundation fundraising golf tournament two years 
later, with Mason’s cancer in remission, the Rodriguez family shared their 
story. Monahan was Mason’s favourite player and the foundation sat 
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them at the same table. The two instantly connected and a genuine 
friendship was born, one that went beyond the sport. 

“We talked a lot about hockey and we talked about random things,” 
Mason said. “At the time, bottle flipping was really cool and fun, so he 
talked about how many flips we could do or what we could do with the 
bottles.” 

Monahan brought the entire Rodriguez family out to several Flames 
games that season, and made an effort to be part of their lives, including 
calling Mason on his birthday every year. 

“He had come over to our house for dinner, him and Brittany [Monahan’s 
then-girlfriend, now wife],” said Jenn Rodriguez, Mason’s mother. 

Monahan heard Mason shooting pucks in the backyard and wanted to 
join in. 

“As soon as he heard my dad and I shooting pucks, he grabbed his stick 
and ran back to come play with us,” Mason. 

Monahan even went to one of Mason’s minor hockey games and gave 
the kids a pep talk. 

“He was super awesome about meeting anybody who walked up to him 
and wanted a picture or an autograph with him,” Jenn said. “He was 
super patient and talked to all the kids and was super involved in 
watching the game. He kept saying to my husband Diego and I, ‘Man, I 
miss this. This brings back so many memories for me. I just absolutely 
love it.’” 

Monahan was involved in the community in other ways as well. He was 
an ambassador for Big Brothers and Big Sisters, hosted bingo nights and 
other events for the Ronald McDonald House, and visited patients in 
hospitals.  

Former teammates also applaud Monahan for his character and 
toughness. He was unable to play in the playoffs for Calgary last season 
because of his second hip surgery, and has battled several injuries 
throughout his career. 

This year, he is finally healthy - and thriving for a young Montreal 
Canadiens team after Calgary traded him, along with a first-round pick, 
for salary cap flexibility to sign Nazem Kadri. So far, he has 14 points in 
21 games for the Canadiens. 

“He just loves hockey and he just wants to play,” longtime Flames 
teammate Johnny Gaudreau said.  

Gaudreau, who played with Monahan for eight seasons, said he would 
have to show up to the rink hours before other players for his treatments, 
but always had a positive attitude and never complained. 

“Me and Monny, in the game he’s probably one of, if not my best, 
friends,” Toronto Maple Leafs defenceman Mark Giordano said. The two 
played together for nine seasons. 

“He didn’t get enough credit. He’s a guy that didn’t want to take a night 
off, no matter what. He was definitely playing through some pretty 
significant injuries…when we played them, it looked like he was moving 
really well, flying around out there. I’m really happy to see that for him.” 

“He’s such a good person, good teammate,” Gaudreau added. “He’s a 
leader. When you see a guy like that going through what he went 
through, it’s hard to watch. I’m really happy to see how well he’s doing 
now…he said he could skate like he was 22 again.” 

Gaudreau and Monahan, who was born in Brampton, Ont., remain close. 

“I went to dinner with him the other night,” Gaudreau said. “He got to 
meet my daughter who was just born, got a picture, me and him and he 
was holding her. That was awesome…Toronto’s so close to Columbus, I 
tried to convince him to tell his parents to come out and watch the 
games. My parents are out here too, so they’d be able to see each other 
again.” 

Gaudreau, who has his own Calgary homecoming when the Blue Jackets 
visit in January, anticipates a strong reception for his friend on Thursday 
night. 

“You never know if fans are mad at you,” Gaudreau said. “I’m sure 
Monny will get a very big cheer.” 

The Rodriguez family will try to make it to the game to meet their old 
friend and be part of that salute. 

“We’re Sean Monahan fans,” Jenn said. “We’re cheering for Sean…He’s 
been a really supportive person for Mason. We honestly think the 
absolute world of Sean Monahan. He truly is the nicest human being.” 
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