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Recap: Martinook Records Hat Trick As Canes Beat Blues 

Carolina scores three in 64 seconds during the second 
period: Kochetkov earns win in relief  
 
By Walt Ruff 

ST. LOUIS, MO. - Carolina Hurricanes forward Jordan 
Martinook etched the team's fourth hat trick of the season 
Thursday night, propelling them by the St. Louis Blues, 6-4. 
 
The Story 
 
The evening's first period belonged to Blues netminder 
Jordan Binnington, who allowed his team to take an early 
lead after making several quality stops. 
PerNaturalStatTrick.com, the Canes had five high-danger 
chances in the first period, two belonging to Jordan Staal, but 
the Stanley Cup-winning netminder made a pair of five-star 
saves to keep the visitors off the board. 
 
St. Louis would capitalize on the only power play opportunity 
of the opening period, giving them a 1-0 advantage before a 
chaotic second period. 
 
Noel Acciari extended the Blues' lead to 2-0 just 2:31 into the 
second period and as Binnington continued to string together 
saves for his club, it felt like Carolina would have their work 
cut out for them if they wanted to mount a come-from-behind 
effort. 
 
Instead, within a swift swing of 64 seconds, the Canes found 
themselves on top 3-2. 
 
Like St. Louis, Rod Brind'Amour's club would make good on 
their first and only power play of the night, as Brent Burns 
started the trio of goals for Carolina. With Andrei Svechnikov 
screening in front, #8 walked across the blue line and fired 
one through traffic to finally beat Binnington. 
 
Then, just 21 seconds later, Jordan Martinook located an 
initially blocked Brady Skjei shot to even the contest. 
 
Tying the game at 2-2, the wave of momentum was not 
complete yet though for Carolina, as Seth Jarvis then sniped 
one over the shoulder of St. Louis' netminder to give his 
team their first lead of the night. 
 
The sudden change was enough to put the Canes in the 
driver's seat, but not enough to take the Blues out of the 
game completely. With just 4:05 remaining in the second 

period St. Louis was able to even the score at 3-3 by way of 
their second power play goal of the night. 
 
Torey Krug's shot would wind up being one of the last that 
Antti Raanta would see in net, as Pyotr Kochetkov would 
then come out to start the third for his team. 
 
Both Kochetkov and Binnington would keep the game tied 
through the majority of the final period and as each minute 
passed it looked increasingly likely that the Canes were 
headed for their sixth overtime in eight games. 
 
Instead, with just 4:35 to go in regulation, Martinook was able 
to get his second of the night to put Carolina back ahead. 
After Jordan Staal and Jaccob Slavin made a fantastic play 
at neutral ice to spin play the other way, #48 fired a shot on 
the rush for his sixth goal of the season. 
 
Staal was then rewarded with an empty net goal of his own 
to make it 5-3, but St. Louis would not roll over just yet. Ryan 
O'Reilly struck with the extra attacker on and once again 
bring his team back within one. 
 
However, that goal prompted Craig Berube's team to try with 
the extra attacker on once more and what it led to was 
Martinook's first hat trick since November of 2018. 
 
The tenth and final goal of the night would lead the two 
teams to the final horn, giving Carolina their third consecutive 
victory. 
  
They Said It 
 
Jordan Martinook providing thoughts in the moments after 
the final horn... 
 
"Before the game Jordo said to me, "You're a shooter, you're 
a shooter." On the first one I just turned and shot and he was 
out of position. The second one I was just trying to shoot 
quick, there wasn't much and I was just trying to get five-
hole. Then the third I saw Burnzie was going to rim it and I 
just took off. It's cool. I didn't think I'd ever get another one 
and I'm pretty excited." 
 
Rod Brind'Amour on Martinook's night... 
 
"What can you say? He was great. He knew on [St. Louis'] 
first goal that it was his guy [to cover] and he turned the 
page. He had a tough shift and the next thing you know he 
was the best player in the game." 
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Jordan Staal giving his assessment of the win... 
 
"I thought in terms of our five-on-five play, this was one of 
our better games. We took a couple penalties and got into a 
game there but we just stuck with our game and stayed with 
what we do best. We ended up getting rewarded for it." 
  
Bonus Notes 
 

- Martinook joins Andrei Svechnikov (2) and 
Sebastian Aho as the third Hurricanes skater to 
score a hat trick in 2022-23, and Carolina's four 
team hat tricks lead the league this season. 

- Carolina's four hat tricks are the most in franchise 
history through the first 24 games of any season 
(2006-07: 3), and the Hurricanes have now scored 
more hat tricks in 2022-23 than in the last three 
seasons combined (2019-22: 3). 

- The Hurricanes have become just the fifth team 
since 1996-97 to score four hat tricks through their 
first 24 games of any campaign, joining LAK (2005-
06), PHX (2010-11), WPG (2018-19) and NSH 
(2018-19). 

- Teuvo Teravainen (upper-body injury) did not play, 
but pre-game Rod Brind'Amour said "hopefully real 
soon" he will be back in the lineup. 

- Kochetkov stopped 10 of 11 in the third period after 
entering in relief. Raanta had allowed three on 15 
shots. 

    Carolina improves to 13-6-5 on the season. 
  
What's Next? 
 
The team will travel to Los Angeles immediately post-game. 
They have a scheduled practice on Friday before taking on 
the Kings Saturday at 10:30 p.m. EST.

 

Canes Acquire Zack Hayes From Vegas 

Golden Knights receive future considerations 

By Canes PR 

RALEIGH, NC. - Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League's Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has acquired 
defenseman Zack Hayes from the Vegas Golden Knights in 
exchange for future considerations. 

"Zack is a young defenseman who will add to our 
organizational depth on the blue line," said Waddell. "He is 
an experienced leader who knows how to play physically on 
the back end." 

Hayes, 23, has skated in three career NHL games, all with 
Vegas in 2021-22. The 6'3", 224-pound defenseman has 
registered one assist in 14 American Hockey League (AHL) 
games with Henderson this season. Hayes has played 103 
career AHL games with the Silver Knights, posting 18 points 
(4g, 14a). Prior to turning professional, the Calgary, Alta., 
native played parts of five Western Hockey League (WHL) 
seasons with Prince Albert, tallying 79 points (15g, 64a) in 
272 games and captaining the Raiders in 2019-20. Hayes 
added three points (1g, 2a) in 23 WHL playoff games in 2019 
as Prince Albert won the Ed Chynoweth Cup as league 
champions. 
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Super 16: Bruins remain No. 1, Kraken rise in power rankings 

Forward scores twice in third period, Carolina gets three 
goals over 1:04 in second  

By Lou Korac 

ST. LOUIS -- Jordan Martinook scored a hat trick to help the 
Carolina Hurricanes to a 6-4 win against the St. Louis Blues 
at Enterprise Center on Thursday. 

"I'm not the guy who's supposed to get them, but I'll take it," 
Martinook said of his second NHL hat trick. 

Brent Burns had a goal and an assist, and Antti Raanta 
made 12 saves on 15 shots for the Hurricanes (13-6-5), who 
have won three in a row. Pyotr Kochetkov made 10 saves 
after replacing Raanta with four seconds remaining in the 
second period. 

"It was a good game," Carolina captain Jordan Staal said. 
"Our 5-on-5 play was one of our better games. We stuck with 
our game and we ended up getting rewarded for it." 

Pavel Buchnevich had a goal and an assist, Vladimir 
Tarasenko had two assists, and Jordan Binnington made 30 
saves for the Blues (11-12-0), who have lost four of five after 
winning seven straight. 

"We're competitive, we're in every game," St. Louis center 
Robert Thomas said. "Tie game with five minutes left. I 
thought we had a really good third period too. I thought we 
pressed them, had a bunch of chances, games like that are 
going to happen." 

Buchnevich gave the Blues a 1-0 lead at 12:00 of the first 
period with a power-play goal on a one-timer of Thomas' 
cross-seam pass below the left face-off circle. 

Noel Acciari made it 2-0 at 2:31 of the second period when 
he cut into the high slot and beat Raanta. 

The Hurricanes scored three straight goals over 1:04 of the 
second. Burns scored on the power play at 5:24 to cut it to 2-
1, followed by Martinook's tying goal to make it 2-2 at 5:45. 
Seth Jarvis then gave Carolina a 3-2 lead at 6:28 on a shot 
that rode up defenseman Colton Parayko's stick. 

"Sometimes, momentum builds after a power play," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We were able to 

snap home a couple more. That was a big part of the game 
obviously." 

At 2-0, St. Louis felt like it had a grip on the game, but a 
failed clear by Thomas led to the Burns goal. 

"Yeah, we did," Blues coach Craig Berube said. "We've got 
to get a kill there. That puck, for me, has got to be cleared 
when we could have done a better job probably after we 
didn't clear it. It's just being a little bit tighter there and not 
giving so much time to Burns." 

St. Louis considered challenging for goaltender interference 
on the play but didn't when Carolina forward Andrei 
Svechnikov collided with Binnington at the top of the crease. 

"It's close, but the guy's not skating through the crease," 
Berube said. "It's a tough call. We called one similar to that in 
Pittsburgh last year and it was overturned. It's a similar play." 

Torey Krug's power-play goal at 15:55 tied it 3-3, a shot from 
the interior edge of the left circle under Raanta's left skate. 

Martinook beat Binnington five-hole to give the Hurricanes a 
4-3 lead at 15:25 of the third period after a turnover by 
Tarasenko along the right boards was picked off by Jaccob 
Slavin, who found Martinook. 

Parayko overskated the play and Martinook's shot from the 
left circle caught the blade of defenseman Nick Leddy's stick 
before getting past Binnington. 

"[I'd] seen it hop over Parayko," Martinook said. "It hopped 
over a stick and I had a little break. Their other D was closing 
quick so I just tried to get it off as quick as I could. The five-
hole was the only place I could go and luckily it went in." 

Staal scored into an empty net at 18:02 for a 5-3 lead. 

Ryan O'Reilly made it 5-4 with 42 seconds remaining to 
make it 5-4, but Martinook completed the hat trick with an 
empty-net goal with nine seconds left for the 6-4 final. 

"It seems like any time we lose a game, it's usually 5-10 
minutes where we give up a few chances that ultimately lead 
to goals, and that's what we've got to clean up," Krug said. 
"It's up to us to learn from those mistakes sooner than later. 
Otherwise, we're going to keep falling behind. We've got to 
make an adjustment there.” 
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NOTES: Martinook's only other NHL hat trick came with the 
Arizona Coyotes on Nov. 23, 2018 in a 4-1 win against the 
Florida Panthers. ... Carolina has just one regulation loss in 
the past nine games (4-1-4). ... Jarvis has four points (two 
goals, two assists) in a four-game point streak. ... 

Buchnevich has 12 points (six goals, six assists) over the 
past eight games. ... Blues forward Jordan Kyrou had an 
assist to give him 14 points (five goals, nine assists) in the 
past 10 games.

 
 
A Jordan Martinook has hat trick, Hurricanes beat Blues 6-4

By Warren Mayes 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jordan Martinook had a hat trick to help 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the St. Louis Blues 6-4 on 
Thursday night. 
 
After a turnover, Martinook scored the winning goal with 4:35 
left, beating goalie Jordan Binnington on a wrist shot. 
Martinook also scored in the second period and completed 
the hat trick with nine seconds left for his second career hat 
trick. 
 
“I’m not the guy who’s supposed to get them but I’ll take it,” 
said Martinook, who also had a hat trick came in 2018. “I 
guess I was due.” 
 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour liked how Martinook shook 
off a bad play on the first St. Louis goal. 
 
“What can you say? He was great. He knew the first goal 
was his guy,” Brind’Amour said. “I just love the fact he turned 
the page. You know, he had a tough shift there. The next you 
know, he said he was done and he went out and was the 
best player in the game. Give him a lot of credit.” 
 
Brent Burns, Seth Jarvis and Jordan Staal also scored. 
 
The Hurricanes scored three goals in 1:04 in the second 
period to take a 3-2 lead. 
 
“We were shooting the puck. We kept putting pucks on net,” 
Staal said. “You feel eventually you’ll get a bounce. We got a 
few there. They started going behind the goalie which was 
good. We stayed with our style and created as much havoc 
as possible. ” 
 
Antti Raanta made 12 saves on 15 shots. Pyotr Kochetkov 
came in the game with four seconds left in the second 
period. He made 10 saves on 11 shots. 
 
“It’s a tough spot for a goalie to get thrown in in the middle of 
a game,” Brind’Amour said about Kocketkov. “He played 
great for us. That was huge.” 
 

Two games into a six-game trip, Carolina has won three in a 
row after dropping five straight. 
 
Pavel Buchnevich, Noel Acciari, Torey Krug and Ryan 
O’Reilly scored for St. Louis. Binnington made 30 saves, 
missing a chance for his 100th victory. 
 
“We’re a good team,” Krug said. “The record doesn’t exactly 
show that, but I think pretty soon, we’re going to overtake 
games and we’re going to put together 60 full minutes.” 
 
The Blues have lost four of their last five and have been 
outscored 21-9 in the last four. 
 
“It’s a tough month here. We’ve got to play good hockey here 
to stay in it for sure,” St. Louis coach Craig Berube said. “It’s 
a busy month. We’ve got three back-to-backs. We’ve got to 
clean it up. We did a lot of good things tonight, but obviously 
not good enough.” 
 
ICE CHIPS 
 
The Blues sent LW Alexey Toropchenko to the Springfield of 
the AHL on a conditioning assignment. ... The Hurricanes 
acquired defenseman Zack Hayes from the Vegas Golden 
Knights. The 23-year-old was assigned to the AHL’s Chicago 
Wolves. 
 
INJURIES 
 
Hurricanes: RW Ondrej Kase (concussion protocol) out, G 
Frederik Andersen (lower-body injury) out, RW Teuvo 
Teravainen (upper body injury) out, LW Max Pacioretty (torn 
Achilles tendon) out. 
 
Blues: D Marco Scandella (hip) out, LW Logan Brown 
(upper-body injury) out, D Scott Perunovich (shoulder) out. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Hurricanes: At Los Angeles on Saturday night. 
 
Blues: At Pittsburgh on Saturday night.
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Metrop NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, each team’s nationality mix 
 
By Kristen Shilton 
 
We're into a new month of the 2022-23 NHL season, and for 
the first time ever there's a World Cup (of soccer) going on 
simultaneously! 
 
To keep in the international spirit of the big event, this week 
for the power rankings we've broken down the roster of each 
club in terms of nationalities represented, along with some 
fun facts for each. Some caveats: A player must have 
appeared in one game to make the breakdown, and the 
countries are according to each player's listing on the NHL's 
website (with one exception). 
 
How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 
 
Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Nov. 18. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 
 
1. Boston Bruins 
 
Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 86.34% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Dec. 3), vs. VGK (Dec. 5), @ 
COL (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 12 Americans, 7 Canadians, 6 Czechs, 3 
Swedes. 
 
The Bruins might have the second-fewest countries 
represented in their lineup this season, but Boston does 
boast the largest concentration of Czech players. 
 
2. New Jersey Devils 
 
Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 81.25% 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Dec. 3), vs. CHI (Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 9 Canadians, 4 Swedes, 3 Americans; 3 
Swiss; 2 Czechs; 1 Belarusian; 1 Finn; 1 Slovakian. 
 
The Devils have dressed the most Swiss players this 
season, including the NHL's only Swiss goaltender Akira 
Schmid. 
 
3. Vegas Golden Knights 
 
Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 70.00% 

Next seven days: @ DET (Dec. 3), @ BOS (Dec. 5), vs. 
NYR (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 18 Canadians, 4 Americans, 1 Swede. 
 
The Golden Knights hold two unique distinctions, by dressing 
the most Canadians overall (18, tied with Edmonton) and 
players from the fewest countries overall (three). 
 
4. Dallas Stars 
 
Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 66.67% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 4), vs. TOR (Dec. 6), vs. 
OTT (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 8 Canadians, 5 Americans, 5 Finns, 2 
Swedes, 2 Czechs, 1 Russian. 
 
The Stars have seen the second-fewest combined total (13) 
of Canadian- and U.S.-born players on the ice this season, 
and the highest total of Finnish skaters (not including 
goaltenders). 
 
5. Seattle Kraken 
 
Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 71.74% 
Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 3), vs. MTL (Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 13 Canadians, 5 Americans; 4 Swedes, 1 
Dane, 1 German, 1 Dutch. 
 
The Kraken lineup is home to the league's only Netherlands-
born skater, in Daniel Sprong, and one of only four Danish 
players, in Oliver Bjorkstrand. 
 
6. Toronto Maple Leafs 
 
Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 70.00% 
Next seven days: @ TB (Dec. 3), @ DAL (Dec. 6), vs. LA 
(Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 15 Canadians, 7 Swedes, 4 Americans, 2 
Czechs, 1 Russian, 1 Swiss. 
 
The Maple Leafs are one of only two teams (along with New 
Jersey) that don't have Canada and the United States as 
their top-two most represented countries. The Leafs and 
Devils each have more Swedish than U.S.-born skaters. 
 
7. Colorado Avalanche 
 
Previous ranking: 8 
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Points percentage: 64.29% 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Dec. 3), @ PHI (Dec. 5), vs. BOS 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 14 Canadians, 6 Americans, 3 Czechs, 3 
Finns, 3 Russians, 3 Swedes. 
 
The Avalanche currently have the league's only Swedish 
captain in Gabriel Landeskog. He ironically doesn't factor 
into the breakdown of Colorado's roster construction yet this 
season though; the forward has yet to debut after undergoing 
knee surgery in October. 
 
8. Carolina Hurricanes 
 
Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 64.58% 
Next seven days: @ LA (Dec. 3), @ ANA (Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 8 Americans, 7 Canadians, 4 Finns, 2 
Czechs, 2 Russians, 1 Dane, 1 Swede. 
 
The Hurricanes are home to the NHL's only Danish goalie in 
Frederik Andersen, and one of seven Finnish netminders in 
Antti Raanta. 
 
9. New York Islanders 
 
Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 62.50% 
Next seven days: vs. NSH (Dec. 2), vs. CHI (Dec. 4), vs. STL 
(Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 11 Canadians, 7 Americans, 4 Russians, 
2 Swedes, 1 Finn. 
 
The Islanders are one of eight teams with a Russian goalie in 
their lineup, and the only club boasting a Russian netminder 
1-2 punch: Ilya Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov. 
 
10. Winnipeg Jets 
 
Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 69.05% 
Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Dec. 2), vs. ANA (Dec. 4), vs. 
FLA (Dec. 6), @ STL (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 9 Americans, 2 Swedes, 2 
Finns, 1 Czech, 1 Dane. 
 
The Jets have been powered offensively by Danish-born star 
Nikolaj Ehlers, who moved to Germany as a child and then 
played his junior hockey in Switzerland. 
 
11. Pittsburgh Penguins 
 
Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 58.33% 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Dec. 3), vs. CBJ (Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Americans, 9 Canadians, 3 Swedes, 1 
Czech, 1 Finn, 1 Latvian, 1 Russian. 
 

The Penguins' large contingency of U.S.-born players 
includes Jake Guentzel, who is one of only four Nebraska-
native skaters to ever appear in the NHL. 
 
12. Edmonton Oilers 
 
Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 54.17% 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Dec. 3), vs. WSH (Dec. 5), vs. 
ARI (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 18 Canadians, 3 Americans, 2 Swedes, 2 
Finns, 1 Russian, 1 German. 
 
The Oilers have a small presence of U.S.-born skaters, yet 
two of the three -- Kailer Yamamoto and Derek Ryan -- share 
a hometown of Spokane, Washington. 
 
13. Tampa Bay Lightning 
 
Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 63.04% 
Next seven days: vs. TOR (Dec. 3), vs. DET (Dec. 6), vs. 
NSH (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 6 Americans, 4 Russians, 
1 French, 1 Latvian, 1 Slovakian, 1 Swede. 
 
The Lightning are represented by the league's only player 
French skater, in Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, and have one of 
three Latvian players, in Rudolfs Balcers. 
 
14. Los Angeles Kings 
 
Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 57.69% 
Next seven days: vs. CAR (Dec. 3), @ OTT (Dec. 6), @ 
TOR (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 9 Canadians, 8 Americans, 6 Swedes, 1 
Finn, 1 Slovakian, 1 Swiss. 
 
The Kings have some diverse backgrounds in their lineup, 
including Arthur Kaliyev's: he was born in Uzbekistan before 
moving to the United States at age 2 and now represents the 
U.S. internationally. 
 
15. Detroit Red Wings 
 
Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 61.36% 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (Dec. 3), @ CBJ (Dec. 4), @ TB 
(Dec. 6), @ FLA (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 8 Canadians, 6 Americans, 6 Swedes, 4 
Czechs, 2 Finns, 1 Swiss, 1 German. 
 
The Red Wings' top-pairing defenseman (and reigning 
Calder Trophy winner) Moritz Seider in currently the NHL's 
only German blueliner. 
16. Minnesota Wild 
 
Previous ranking: 19 
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Points percentage: 54.55% 
Next seven days: vs. ANA (Dec. 3), @ DAL (Dec. 4), @ CGY 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 15 Canadians, 7 Americans, 3 Swedes, 1 
Austrian, 1 Norwegian, 1 Russian. 
 
The Wild may not lead the league in greatest number of 
countries represented, but Minnesota does lay claim to the 
NHL's only Austrian player in Marco Rossi and sole 
Norwegian skater in Mats Zuccarello. 
 
17. New York Rangers 
 
Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 54.17% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 2), vs. CHI (Dec. 3), vs. STL 
(Dec. 5), @ VGK (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 9 Americans, 7 Canadians, 3 Russians, 2 
Czechs, 1 Finn, 1 Slovakian, 1 Swede. 
 
The Rangers have iced the largest number of U.S.-born 
defensemen in the NHL thus far (five), including Jacob 
Trouba (one of only four U.S.-born captains in the league). 
 
18. Calgary Flames 
 
Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Dec. 3), vs. ARI (Dec. 5), vs. 
MIN (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 7 Americans, 4 Swedes, 1 
Slovakian, 1 Russian, 1 Czech. 
 
The Flames have one of the NHL's six Slovakian players, 
forward Adam Ruzicka. 
 
19. Florida Panthers 
 
Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 54.17% 
Next seven days: @ SEA (Dec. 3), @ WPG (Dec. 6), vs. 
DET (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 4 Americans, 4 Finns, 3 
Swedes, 1 Czech, 1 Latvian, 1 Russian. 
 
The Panthers are the only team so far to dress the same 
number of U.S.-born skaters as Finnish, accounting for the 
second-highest representations of any country on their 
roster. 
 
20. St. Louis Blues 
 
Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 47.83% 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Dec. 3), @ NYR (Dec. 5), @ NYI 
(Dec. 6), vs. WPG (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 7 Americans, 5 Russians, 
1 Australian, 1 Finn, 1 German, 1 Swede. 

 
The Blues have dressed more Russian players (five) than 
any team this season, and have the league's lone Australian 
player (Nathan Walker) in the mix as well. 
 
21. Nashville Predators 
 
Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 54.55% 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Dec. 2), @ TB (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 6 Americans, 5 Finns, 2 
Swiss, 2 Swedes, 1 Russian. 
 
The Predators are tied with the Stars for the most Finnish 
players represented, but Nashville is the only club with a 
goalie tandem (of Juuse Saros and Kevin Lankinen) who 
both hail from the nation. 
Follow Ovi's chase to 800 goals and beyond 
 
Alex Ovechkin is currently chasing down career NHL goal 
No. 800. Follow along on ESPN and ESPN+ as Ovi scores 
his way up the record books. 
 
22. Washington Capitals 
 
Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 48.00% 
Next seven days: @ CGY (Dec. 3), @ EDM (Dec. 5), @ PHI 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Americans, 9 Canadians, 4 Russians, 
2 Swedes, 1 Belarusian, 1 Dane, 1 Slovakian. 
 
The Capitals' lineup is home to forward Aliaksei Protas, one 
of only two Belarusian players in the NHL. 
 
23. Montreal Canadiens 
 
Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 54.35% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 3), @ VAN (Dec. 5), @ SEA 
(Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 17 Canadians, 5 Americans, 1 Finn, 1 
Slovakian, 1 Russian. 
 
The Canadiens selected Juraj Slafkovsky No. 1 at the 2022 
draft, making him the first Slovakian to ever go first overall. 
 
24. Vancouver Canucks 
 
Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 43.75% 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Dec. 3), vs. MTL (Dec. 5), @ SJ 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 10 Americans, 4 Swedes, 
3 Russians. 
 
The Canucks have a strong foundation of American players 
and a unique netminder in Thatcher Demko, the only San 
Diego-born goalie in league history. 
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25. San Jose Sharks 
 
Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 38.46% 
Next seven days: @ OTT (Dec. 3), @ BUF (Dec. 4), vs. VAN 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 5 Americans, 2 Czechs, 2 
Swedes, 2 Russians, 1 Finn, 1 German, 1 Swiss. 
 
The Sharks are tied with the Devils for most countries 
represented this season (nine). San Jose is also the only 
team to boast both a German (Nico Sturm) and Swiss player 
(Timo Meier). 
 
26. Ottawa Senators 
 
Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 38.64% 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Dec. 2), vs. SJ (Dec. 3), vs. LA 
(Dec. 6), @ DAL (Dec. 8) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 9 Americans, 4 Swedes, 2 
Russians, 1 Finn, 1 German. 
 
The Senators are the only team this season to have dressed 
two Swedish goalies, in Anton Forsberg and Magnus 
Hellberg. 
 
27. Buffalo Sabres 
 
Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 43.75% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 4), @ CBJ (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 9 Americans, 4 Swedes, 2 
Finns, 1 Russian, 1 Latvian, 1 German. 
 
The Sabres have had plenty of Canadians through their 
ranks, but none quite like Dylan Cozens, one of only three 
NHLers to ever come out of the Yukon Territory. 
 
28. Columbus Blue Jackets 
 
Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 38.10% 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Dec. 2), vs. DET (Dec. 4), @ PIT 
(Dec. 6), vs. BUF (Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 11 Canadians, 9 Americans, 4 Swedes, 3 
Russians, 2 Czechs, 2 Finns, 1 Latvian. 
 
The Blue Jackets haven't had the widest swath of countries 
accounted for, but Columbus has dressed the highest total 
number of players overall through the early goings of this 
season (32). 

 
29. Philadelphia Flyers 
 
Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 43.75% 
Next seven days: vs. NJ (Dec. 3), vs. COL (Dec. 5), vs. WSH 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 12 Americans, 10 Canadians, 2 Swedes, 
2 Russians, 1 Finn, 1 Czech. 
 
The Flyers have seen the second most American players 
through their lineup this season, and have one of the 
league's winningest U.S.-born coaches behind the bench in 
John Tortorella. 
 
30. Chicago Blackhawks 
 
Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 36.36% 
Next seven days: @ NYR (Dec. 3), @ NYI (Dec. 4), @ NJ 
(Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 13 Americans, 11 Canadians, 2 Swedes, 
1 Swiss, 1 Czech. 
 
The Blackhawks are tied (with multiple teams) for the second 
fewest countries represented in their ranks, but Chicago has 
dressed the largest number of U.S. players (13). 
 
31. Arizona Coyotes 
 
Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 40.48% 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Dec. 3), @ CGY (Dec. 5), @ EDM 
(Dec. 7) 
 
Roster breakdown: 14 Canadians, 6 Americans, 2 Finns, 1 
Czech, 1 Swiss, 1 Swede. 
 
The Coyotes' lineup wields one of the NHL's six Czech 
goaltenders, in Karel Vejmelka. 
 
32. Anaheim Ducks 
 
Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 29.17% 
Next seven days: @ MIN (Dec. 3), @ WPG (Dec. 4), vs. 
CAR (Dec. 6) 
 
Roster breakdown: 13 Canadians, 8 Americans, 3 Swedes, 1 
Russian, 1 Finn, 1 Slovakian. 
 
The Ducks' John Gibson is distinguished for being the only 
Pittsburgh-native goaltender in NHL history. 
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Canes, Martinook rally back with goal scoring outpour 
 
Jordan Martinook led the way, registering a hat trick, to lead 
the Carolina Hurricanes to a 6-4 win over the St. Louis Blues 
Thursday night at Enterprise Center. 
 
By Ryan Henkel 
 
The Carolina Hurricanes won a complete whiplash of a game 
over the St. Louis Blues thanks in large part to the heroics of 
one Jordan Martinook who picked up his second career hat 
trick Thursday night in a 6-4 victory at Enterprise Center. 
 
That game started out looking like it was going to be a long 
night for the goal deprived Hurricanes but in a flash the game 
completely changed. 
 
Through the first 20 minutes, the pressing question was if 
Blues netminder Jordan Binnington was even going to 
surrender just one goal after robbing Jordan Staal twice with 
big saves in the first. 
 
And then when St. Louis went up by two goals early in the 
second, it felt like it was going to be tough sledding from 
there on out. 
 
But a power play tally on a blast from the point by Brent 
Burns shifted the complexion of the game. With Andrei 
Svechnikov taking up real estate in front of the net, a blinded 
Binnington had no chance to see the puck, but it seemed 
that he felt he was impeded as he continued to motion to the 
officials following the goal. 
 
It was obvious he was shaken when the goal wasn’t 
reviewed because the next two shots found their way past 
him in quick succession. 
 
The Canes forced a turnover and set up Martinook for his 
first of the night on a snipe shot wrister. 
 

Then Martin Necas rushed into the zone and set up Seth 
Jarvis at the top of the circle for another corner snipe. 
 
Three goals, 64 seconds, Canes leading. 
 
The momentum had completely shifted and it was looking 
like Carolina might cruise to victory, but then Antti Raanta let 
in another brutal goal to Krug at the point and it was tied 3-3 
after two. 
 
However, Raanta seemed to not be fully alright following the 
second and in came rookie sensation Pyotr Kochetkov. 
 
Kochetkov weathered a big St. Louis push to start the third 
period and as the clock started to count down, it seemed like 
the Hurricanes were in store for yet another overtime. 
 
But Jordan “Franchise” Martinook put the team on his back, 
beat out Nick Leddy down the left side and ripped home a 
shot to give his team a lead again. 
 
The Staal dangled his way past the Blues to ice the game 
with an empty-net goal. Or at least it should have been, but 
St. Louis pulled Binnington again and this time the Blues 
struck off of a faceoff win as Jordan Kyrou found Ryan 
O’Reilly in a great spot right in the slot. 
 
But the Canes weren’t going to let this one slip away and 
Martinook raced down the ice to beat out icing on a clear and 
tucked the puck neatly into the net for his hat trick. 
 
It must have been a bit cathartic for the Canes to pile on that 
many goals again and hopefully they saved some up for their 
next stop on the road trip, a Saturday night matchup with the 
LA Kings. 
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Martinook’s hat trick catapults Hurricanes to 6-4 win over St. Louis 
 
By Sam Overton 

Left wing Jordan Martinook’s hat trick propelled the Carolina 
Hurricanes past the St. Louis Blues in a thrilling 6-4 road win 
on Thursday, Dec. 1. 

“He was really great,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“He knew it [after] the first goal… and I just love the fact that 
he just turned the page. I mean, he had a tough shift there, 
and next thing you know, he just said ‘done,’ and next thing 
you know, he was the best player in the game.” 

Following an OT victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins two 
days prior, the Canes (13-6-5) were trailing the Blues (11-12-
0) 0-2 until a little over five minutes into the second frame. 
Carolina scored three goals in about a minute to bring the 
score up to 3-2, giving the Hurricanes some extra 
momentum heading into the back half of the game. 

Defenseman Brent Burns, Martinook and center Seth Jarvis 
knocked a 1-2-3 punch past St. Louis goaltender Jordan 
Binnington to reinvigorate a deteriorating Carolina offense. 
Blues fans were rendered speechless by the Hurricanes’ 64-
second run. 

“Burns got the one on the power play, which was nice,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It was our only power play of the night, so 
it was good that we connected there. … Sometimes that 

momentum builds right after a power play, and we were able 
to snap home a couple more.” 

Although St. Louis defenseman Torey Krug evened the score 
late in the period, Carolina’s stunning second-frame 
performance was all they needed to pull off a convincing win 
in Missouri. Things were relatively quiet until Martinook and 
center Jordan Staal scored a pair of goals with less than five 
minutes to go in the third period, raising the Canes’ lead to 5-
3. 

Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov was called in for the final period 
and performed beautifully, saving 10 of 11 shots on goal. 
The 23-year-old has consistently played well after Carolina 
recalled him from the AHL, and his prowess saved the 
Hurricanes from blowing a two-point lead late in the game. 

“He’s been great, as we know,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a 
tough spot for a goalie to get thrown in, cold and the whole 
nine yards. He played great for us, so that was huge.” 

In the end, even after a last-minute goal from St. Louis 
center Ryan O’Reilly, Martinook scored on a wide-open net 
with nine seconds to spare to seal Carolina’s victory. The win 
marks the Hurricanes’ second on their road trip — next, the 
Canes will travel to Los Angeles for a late-night match 
against the Kings on Saturday, Dec. 3. Puck drop is set for 
10:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-martinook-records-hat-trick-as-canes-beat-blues/c-338275884 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-acquire-zack-hayes-from-vegas/c-338227080 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-st-louis-blues-game-recap/c-338136666 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-st-louis-blues-hockey-178e14bd795a30235403d4db8eacebce 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35157816/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-team-nationality-mix 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/1/23489220/carolina-hurricanes-martinook-rally-back-with-goal-scoring-outpour-st-louis-blues-
staal-jarvis-burns 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/martinook-s-hat-trick-catapults-hurricanes-to-6-4-win-over-st-louis/article_ff6f66be-71fb-11ed-
a83a-9fdfda1b2b3a.html 
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Carolina Hurricanes analysis: How each player has performed compared 
to expectations 

 

By Cory Lavalette 

Dec 1, 2022 

 

The Hurricanes are already more than one quarter of the way through the 
2022-23 regular season, and despite some scoring woes, an inconsistent 
power play and several key injuries, Carolina finds itself as one of the top 
four teams in the Eastern Conference. 

The team thinks the best is yet to come. 

“We all feel like that,” forward Andrei Svechnikov said ahead of the 
team’s current six-game road trip. “I feel like there are some situations 
we’re struggling with, and we’ve got to fix those situations and get better. 
We’re going to only get better every game, and that’s what we’re gonna 
do.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has been satisfied, complimenting 
the team’s work ethic through 23 games. 

“If we get healthy, I think our best is yet to come,” the coach said. “I don’t 
know I can ask for a lot more other than maybe score (more) goals. But 
you’ve got to get the chances to score goals, and they’ve been there. … I 
like the way we’ve played.” 

Some Hurricanes have played above expectations, while others are still 
hoping to hit their stride as the season goes from gearing up to cruising 
speed. Now seems like as good a time as any to go through the roster 
and assess where each player’s stock is compared to what was 
expected. 

Forwards 

Sebastian Aho: Stock neutral 

Carolina’s No. 1 center is putting together another solid season — nine 
goals and 25 points in more than 20 minutes per night. He’s right on par 
with what the franchise has come to expect from him, and he could even 
reach another level once frequent running mate Teuvo Teravainen 
returns from injury. 

Jack Drury: Stock down 

When you score in each of your first two NHL games, expectations are 
sky-high. Drury did that last season, but a mediocre training camp led to 
an assignment to AHL Chicago to start the season. Since he’s been 
recalled, he has been held without a point through 11 games. 

Jesper Fast: Stock neutral 

Fast is the second wheel on the always dominant Jordan Staal line. His 
point ceiling is low, but it’s not his job to fill the stat sheet. He’s as reliable 
as they come — there have been a few uncharacteristic miscues this 
season — but with little offensive pizzazz. 

Seth Jarvis: Stock down 

There were high hopes for Jarvis this season, but he’s been limited to 
four goals and 10 points — a bit of a sophomore slump despite playing 
top-six minutes. But his game is coming, and it will need to if Carolina is 
going to score more goals. The winger needs to continue to get to the 
dirty areas but also learn to not take so many hits. 

Ondrej Kase: Stock down 

One could say that Kase being injured is right in line with what should be 
expected. Certainly the Hurricanes hoped for more than one game before 
it happened. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi: Stock down 

Kotkaniemi’s play has been fine, but the points haven’t followed. 
Brind’Amour is quick to point out that stats aren’t the end-all, be-all to 
success, but even the coach has admitted the team needs more 
production from Kotkaniemi. His five points aren’t enough for a second-
line center. 

Jordan Martinook: Stock up 

From waivers to world-beater. Martinook seized on the opportunity to 
play on Staal’s wing and has thrived. He has the best possession 
numbers of any player in the NHL with more than 175 minutes played 
and, most importantly, has stayed healthy. Goals are gravy for Martinook, 
but he is on pace for 14 — which would be two more than his last three 
seasons combined. 

Martin Necas: Stock up 

It’s been a breakthrough year for Necas, who is tied for the team lead 
with 25 points and has become a featured player in his fourth NHL 
season. The sky’s the limit for the 23-year-old, and Brind’Amour has 
lengthened the rope on a player who has sometimes drifted from playing 
how the coach wants. 

Stefan Noesen: Stock up 

Sometimes, a player just needs a chance. After leading the AHL in goals 
last season, Noesen has carved out a role with the Hurricanes, first as a 
fourth-liner and more recently in a bigger role. His net-front presence on 
the power play has been a bonus, and even if he’s relegated to a depth 
spot as others get healthy, he’s shown he can be effective in that spot. 

Max Pacioretty: Stock neutral 

The biggest of incompletes. Pacioretty tore his Achilles tendon before 
training camp and has recently resumed skating. He’s the ultimate X-
factor — if he can still score at the 30-goal pace he has throughout his 
career, Carolina will get a huge boost. If he doesn’t, the Hurricanes might 
be looking for scoring help. 

Jordan Staal: Stock neutral 

Staal, like Fast, continues to do what he does best: dominate possession 
and frustrate the opposition’s best players. The penalty kill, which he 
anchors, is rounding into form after a difficult start to the season, and his 
line has been the Hurricanes’ best many nights. In the final year of his 
10-year contract, Staal is as reliable as ever. 

Paul Stastny: Stock down 
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Things haven’t yet clicked for Stastny in Carolina. He has flashed his 
playmaking ability a handful of times, but the instances have been few 
and far between. The 11 minutes per night he’s playing are far and away 
the fewest of his career, and with a couple of injured forwards close to 
returning, Stastny could find himself as the odd man out. 

Derek Stepan: stock down 

Like Kotkaniemi, Stepan has elite possession numbers but not much to 
show for it. After an assist in the season opener, he has gone 22 games 
without a point on a fourth line that has generated next to no offense all 
season. One factor that plays in Stepan’s favor: the coaching staff has 
used him frequently on the penalty kill. 

Andrei Svechnikov: Stock up 

Svechnikov has emerged as a star this season. He has two hat tricks 
(both against Edmonton), his 11 even-strength goals are tied for the 
second most in the league, and he’s on pace for 50 goals. He’s also 
avoided the stick infractions that plagued him earlier in his career and 
has only 14 penalty minutes. 

Teuvo Teravainen: Stock down 

Teravainen started ice cold before getting hurt. He’s close to returning, 
and the Hurricanes — tied for 27th in goals per game — could use him. If 
Teravainen can get back and on track, Carolina’s offense should get 
humming. 

Defense 

Brent Burns: Stock neutral 

There’s been an adjustment period for Burns, with instances of brilliance 
and others of befuddlement. For the most part, he’s been as advertised 
and has 14 points through 23 games. His 87 shots on goal are second to 
only Nashville’s Roman Josi among NHL defensemen, though he’s 
shooting only 3.5 percent — nearly half his career average. 

Jalen Chatfield: Stock neutral 

Chatfield was a feel-good story of training camp, earning a full-time spot 
on the third pair and holding off Calvin de Haan and Dylan Coghlan. He’s 
been hard-working and reliable, but he has been held without a point 
despite playing 23 games this season. He’s still waiting on his first career 
NHL goal, 57 games into his career. 

Dylan Coghlan: Stock down 

Coghlan came on like gangbusters in the preseason, looking like he had 
locked down a spot on the third pairing and the job of running the second 
power play. But he’s only played six games, struggling on his off side, 
and was a nonfactor when quarterbacking PP2. A healthy scratch for 
three weeks, Coghlan could be a candidate for a conditioning assignment 
soon. 

Calvin de Haan: Stock neutral 

The veteran defender has settled in on the third pairing. He has been a 
little dinged up this season, which is probably part of the reason the 
Hurricanes haven’t used him much on the penalty kill in the first quarter 
of the season. Though he is not overly physical, his 35 hits are the most 
among Carolina’s defensemen. 

Brett Pesce: Stock neutral 

Things are starting to look up for Pesce after he scored the game-
winning goal in the Hurricanes’ last two games — his first two goals of 
the season. One of those came while running the second power-play 
unit, a role Pesce has taken on with Coghlan being a frequent healthy 
scratch. 

Brady Skjei: Stock neutral 

Skjei continues to serve the same shutdown role alongside defense 
partner Pesce, but his points are down so far this year. Last season, 
Skjei had 39 points at even strength — tied with Adam Fox and two 

others for 10th among all defensemen — but has just six so far this year, 
a 21-point pace. Carolina could use more of last season’s production to 
boost its goal output. 

Jaccob Slavin: Stock neutral 

After totaling 42 points last year, Slavin has produced at less than half 
that rate so far this season. Offense isn’t Slavin’s bread and butter, and 
he’s still been rock-solid defensively. But like Pesce and Skjei, Slavin can 
do more on the offensive front, and the defense’s failure to put up more 
points is a symptom of the team’s overall scoring troubles. 

Goaltenders 

Frederik Andersen: Stock down 

Andersen played eight games, going 5-3-0, before getting injured in 
practice on Nov. 8. He hasn’t played since. Andersen’s numbers when 
playing (2.72 goals-against average, .891 save percentage) are 
concerning, but Carolina knows what he’s capable of when he’s right. 
The question is when he will be. 

Pyotr Kochetkov: Stock up 

The 23-year-old got his first career shutout on Nov. 14 and is making 
some wonder if he should even head back to the Chicago Wolves once 
Andersen is healthy. The Hurricanes certainly believe in him — 
Kochetkov received a four-year, $8 million extension on Nov. 23 that 
locks him in until 2027. 

Antti Raanta: Stock neutral 

Raanta is 4-2-2 with a 2.47 goals-against average and .901 save 
percentage. He missed a couple of recent starts when he was struck in 
the knee by a puck during a morning skate, but he bounced back to help 
Carolina end a six-game losing streak and beat Calgary on Nov. 26. 
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Cal Petersen situation sends message Kings cannot ignore 

 

Helene Elliott 

5-6 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

Kings general manager Rob Blake said he wasn’t trying to send a 
message when he put Cal Petersen on waivers and risked losing the 
goaltender who was supposed to be the foundation of the team’s future. 

Even if Blake’s sole motivation was to help a shaky Petersen find his 
game — and even though Petersen cleared waivers Thursday and was 
sent to the Kings’ farm team in Ontario, Calif., for extra work — Blake 
succeeded in jolting a team that has been negligent on defense and 
maddeningly inconsistent over the first third of this season. 

The Kings have the most skill they’ve had in years after accumulating 
talent through the draft and acquiring winger Kevin Fiala, who leads them 
in scoring. Their power play, once a liability, has become an asset thanks 
to an infusion of creativity from new assistant coach Jim Hiller. 

But their overall defensive effort has been glaringly bad, and it reached a 
low Tuesday in a wild 9-8 overtime loss to Seattle. Players spent 
Wednesday talking about Petersen among themselves, with the coaches, 
and with Blake. They spent Thursday morning greeting Pheonix Copley, 
who backed up Jonathan Quick on Thursday night in a 5-3 comeback 
victory over the Arizona Coyotes, and welcoming newly promoted 
forward Samuel Fagemo to the fourth line and defenseman Tobias 
Bjornfot to a pairing with Matt Roy. 
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Waiving Petersen sent a message, all right. 

“It damn well should,” coach Todd McLellan said, “because we share in 
that transaction. All of us do.” 

Intentional or not, it’s a statement they needed to hear. 

“I think it’s a wakeup call for everybody in the organization. If you’re not 
performing … we all need to perform better. I think that’s just the bottom 
line,” defenseman Drew Doughty said. 

“Defensively we’ve been really, really shaky for a lot of games and we 
haven’t helped our goaltending at all, to be honest. It’s a wakeup call to 
everybody. We need to step up and play better. We have a better team 
than we’ve shown this year. That’s it.” 

The odds were against Petersen being claimed off waivers because the 
28-year-old Iowa native is in the first year of a three-year, $15-million 
contract that includes a 10-team no-trade list. Barring a goaltending 
emergency, few general managers would be inclined to take on that 
much baggage for a goalie who has a 3.75 goals-against average and 
.868 save percentage this season, the fifth straight season his save 
percentage has declined. 

Petersen was the opening night starter last season and was given many 
chances to secure the job as Quick’s successor, but he couldn’t seize 
any of them. Still, he was part of the team, surely a part of their future. 
Waiving him suddenly created the possibility he’d be in their rear-view 
mirror. For a group that’s still finding its footing and sorting out what it 
wants to be when it grows up, uncertainty was an unsettling addition to 
the equation. The players were shocked. 

“It sucked that it happened, to be honest,” Doughty said. 

Kings goaltenders Cal Petersen and Jonathan Quick pass each other as 
the Kings switch goalies. 

Kings goaltender Cal Petersen, left, and goaltender Jonathan Quick pass 
each other as the Kings switch goalies during the second period against 
the Seattle Kraken on Tuesday at Crypto.com Arena. 

Doughty made a point to assure Petersen that his teammates recognized 
they shared the blame for his woes. “I felt sorry for him because maybe 
he hasn’t performed to the best of his ability and he would be the first 
probably to say that, but at the same time we haven’t played well in front 
of him,” Doughty said. “There’s games where he’s given up four goals, 
but he’s also saved like 10 that should have went in too. 

“That’s what I told him too. ‘We haven’t been playing good in front of you 
so just go down there and play well and you’ll be back up here and we 
need you for the long haul.’ ” 

Blake, who also sent forward Rasmus Kupari and defenseman Jordan 
Spence to Ontario, on Thursday, had his own conversations with 
Petersen. He wanted to be realistic but also encouraging. “We believe 
you’re going to be here with us helping us going forward, but we need to 
find a way to get you back playing the way you’re capable of and the way 
we feel you’re capable of,” Blake said in recapping his side of the 
conversation. 

“What the idea here is Cal can go down to the American League and play 
in games and get that structure that we believe in and come back up and 
help us. That’s as simple as it gets.” 

Speaking after the Kings’ morning skate Thursday, Blake also singled out 
the team’s ineffective penalty killing as a concern and said he wanted to 
“find the underlying issues” behind the big discrepancy between actual 
goals against and expected goals against. “There’s some areas that we 
need to improve on. There’s some areas we’ve made progress for sure. 
The biggest thing is consistency, and I don’t think I’m the only one saying 
it,” Blake said. 

That’s a clear and direct message, one they can’t afford to ignore. 
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Anze Kopitar scores twice as Kings rally to beat Coyotes 

 

By ANDREW KNOLL 

PUBLISHED December 1, 2022 at 10:25 p.m. | UPDATED: December 2, 
2022 at 12:18 a.m. 

 

LOS ANGELES — After a day of reckoning on Wednesday, it was a night 
of resilience on Thursday, when the Kings surmounted a two-goal deficit 
and some poor puck luck to upend the Arizona Coyotes, 5-3, at 
Crypto.com Arena. 

A day earlier, practice was canceled abruptly in favor of an all-hands-on-
deck meeting during which General Manager Rob Blake addressed the 
entire roster and coaching staff. 

And there was more than just talk. 

Struggling goalie Cal Petersen, once anointed the Kings’ netminder of 
the future, was waived and sent to the American Hockey League so he 
could play consistently and regain consistency. Joining him were forward 
Rasmus Kupari and defenseman Jordan Spence, while goalie Pheonix 
Copley, forward Tyler Madden, winger Samuel Fagemo and defenseman 
Tobias Bjornfot were called up to the Kings. It was a fitting flurry of swaps 
between the Kings and their top minor-league affiliate ahead of the Kings’ 
“Ontario Reign night.” 

Fagemo and Bjornfot dressed Thursday and contributed an assist 
apiece. It was the captain, center Anze Kopitar, leading the way with the 
Kings’ first goal and the game-winner. Wingers Trevor Moore, Carl 
Grundstrom and Kevin Fiala also scored, with Fiala chipping in an assist. 
Jonathan Quick made 18 saves for the Kings, who had dropped five of 
their previous six games, including a wild 9-8 overtime defeat against 
Seattle on Tuesday. 

Wingers Christian Fisher and Matias Maccelli each scored a goal for 
Arizona, as did center Nick Bjugstad. Karel Vejmelka saved 27 of 31 
shots. Maccelli added an assist while center Dylan Guenther had two. 

“I don’t know about a statement game, but I thought our energy was 
there right off the start. It was a bit of a test in the second period the way 
we went down two goals, you know, we came back” Kopitar said. 

Late in the game, the Kings withstood a scramble from Arizona, which 
only registered one shot on goal in the third, before they saw Fiala ring 
the post with a shot and then seal the deal with an empty-net goal with 
1:58 left. Fiala also collected his team-topping 20th assist Thursday on 
Kopitar’s first goal, making him the fifth fastest player to 20 assists after 
joining the Kings. 

“Going into the third period with the game tied, and being able to play the 
hockey that we want to play, stingy and tight, not giving up a whole lot, 
that was a great third period,” Kopitar said. 

Kopitar put the Kings ahead for good 5:22 into the final frame. During a 
four-on-four sequence, he drove hard on defenseman J.J. Moser, beating 
him badly to the outside before cutting toward the middle to let a shot rip 
to the far side. It was his seventh goal of the season and his fourth in as 
many games, as well as his 89th point in 86 career games against the 
Coyotes. That’s the most he has scored against any team and more than 
any other Kings player has scored against the Arizona franchise, whose 
existence began in Winnipeg. 

“He was tremendous tonight,” Kings coach Todd McLellan said. “He’s 
been good all along, sometimes the goals coming off his tape aren’t 
there, but he’s done really good things this year.” 

In the second period, the Kings fell down by a pair of goals and rallied 
back to even through 40 minutes. 

The fourth line generated a two-on-one rush on which Grundstrom 
elected to keep the puck and fire high to the short side, knotting the score 
at three with 1:32 remaining. Fagemo’s assist on the play was his first 
NHL point. 

The Kings’ power play had closed their gap to a goal. Defenseman Sean 
Durzi’s keep-in and cross-ice pass for winger Viktor Arvidsson created 
space for Moore to flash to the net. There, Arvidsson’s touch pass 
through the seam found him for a redirection goal at 9:09, just over two 
minutes after Arizona cushioned its lead. 

Already feeling heat from the Arizona forecheck, the Kings allowed a 
third goal and their second of the night after a defenseman stumbled. 
Alex Edler took a spill in the corner of his own zone against pressure 
after his skate blade came loose. The Coyotes gobbled up the giveaway 
before Guenther sent a pass to an unmarked Bjugstad for a goal in tight. 

The Kings already faced their second deficit of the night just 4:28 into the 
second period. Guenther won an offensive-zone draw cleanly back to 
defenseman Troy Stecher. Stecher, who spent part of last season with 
the Kings, let fly with a shot that glanced off Maccelli on its way past a 
screened Quick. 

“I thought there was a missed call on the faceoff, for interference on 
Mooresy,” McLellan said of the Maccelli goal. “Then Edler loses his steel 
in the corner, we’re down a player and can’t recover. So, strange 
scenarios that, right now, with our team, could push us one way or the 
other, and I thought the end of the second, coming back, set up for the 
third.” 

The Kings headed into the first intermission deadlocked at one with a 
calamitous bounce and some purposeful puck movement that both came 
in the span of 37 seconds during their second power play. 

A clever entry put Arizona on its heels before winger Gabe Vilardi set up 
Kopitar’s one-timer from below the right faceoff dot. 

Kopitar’s goal erased the edge Arizona gained during that same power 
play when Durzi fell down near the blue line, leaving Fischer with an 
unmolested shorthanded breakaway that he finished with a simple shot 
along the ice to Quick’s glove side. 

While Blake was vague in many of his remarks Thursday morning, he 
identified the Kings’ struggling penalty kill concretely as an area that 
needed improvement. They killed a 4-minute, double-minor penalty 
midway through the first period. The kill was punctuated by four saves 
from Quick and a near own-goal by Vejmelka at the other end, 
foreshadowing two clutch third-period efforts that were part of a perfect 
performance on the PK on a night when the Kings continued their 
success a man up with two power-play goals. 

Blake also spoke of reconciling their expected goals against with goals 
allowed, a gap that has actually shrunk from last season to this year, 
even as the Kings’ save percentage has continued to plummet. Beyond 
that, there were few details about the closed-door convocation. 

The Kings had the sort of start one might expect after some inferable 
combination of hand-wringing and motivational discourse, registering 
nine of the game’s first 10 shots on goal. That included a spirited effort 
on their first power play, during which they hit the net six times. 

After the game, McLellan downplayed the upheaval surrounding 
Petersen’s demotion, the personnel shuffling and the meeting called by 
Blake. Kopitar said the room also took it all in stride. 

“We’re all pros. We know what we’ve got to do, and, ultimately, this 
business comes down to wins and losses, and it’s a lot more fun when 
you win games,” Kopitar said. 
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FINAL – Kings 5, Coyotes 3 – Doughty, Kopitar, McLellan 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

The LA Kings extended their point streak to four games as they won for 
the first time on a four-game homestand, with a 5-3 victory over the 
Arizona Coyotes on Thursday evening. 

Forward Anze Kopitar led the charge with two goals tonight, one of 12 
Kings with at least one point on the evening. Forward Samuel Fagemo 
collected the first point of his NHL career with an assist in the second 
period. 

Arizona opened the scoring with a shorthanded goal midway through the 
first period to take a 1-0 lead. After a disconnected pass at the blueline, 
Fischer won the race the other way and buried a breakaway to put the 
Coyotes on the board with his fourth goal of the season. 

The Kings answered right back, however, to tie the game at one on the 
same power play. Forward Kevin Fiala fed teammate Gabe Vilardi in the 
slot, where he showed great poise to find Kopitar in the right-hand circle 
for the one-timer and the goal. Kopitar’s tally was his sixth of the season, 
with three goals from his last four games. 

The Coyotes scored twice in just over two and a half minutes to open up 
a 3-1 advantage early in the second period. First, former Kings 
defenseman Troy Stecher sent a shot from the point through traffic and in 
to put his new team ahead. An unfortunate break, as Alex Edler lost his 
skate blade in the corner, led to the third goal, as Nick Bjugstad got open 
at the back post to bury a feed from Dylan Guenther for a 3-1 advantage. 

The hosts surged back, however, with a pair of goals before the 
intermission to knot the score at three through 40 minutes. First, on the 
power play, forward Viktor Arvidsson fed Trevor Moore in front, where he 
redirected the puck past Arizona netminder Karel Vejmelka for his 
seventh goal of the season. With less than two minutes on the clock, 
forward Carl Grundstrom tied the game off the rush, following an 
excellent play along the wall by Fagemo, who collected his first career 
NHL point with the primary assist. 

5:22 into the third period, the Kings took their first lead of the game as 
Kopitar buried his second goal of the contest. The captain danced around 
a defenseman off the rush, down the right wing and snapped his shot 
past Vejmelka for his seventh goal of the season. Defensemen Drew 
Doughty and Tobias Bjornfot tallied the assists on the play, Bjornfot’s first 
point of the season. 

Inside the final two minutes of play, forward Kevin Fiala found the empty 
net to seal the deal, with Adrian Kempe netting the primary assist. 

Hear from Doughty, Kopitar and Head Coach Todd McLellan following 
tonight’s game. 

Anze Kopitar 

On his takeaways from tonight’s win 

I thought our energy was there right off the start, it was a bit of a test in 
the second period where we went down by two goals and we came back. 
Going into the third period, being tied and being able to play the hockey 
that we want to play, stingy and tight, not giving up a whole lot, that was 
a great third period for us. 

On his scoring tonight and the recent scoring of his line 

You’re trying to play hard every night and tonight, it happened. I’ve been 
feeling pretty good these last few games, I thought our line throughout 
the last 5,6 games, we’ve been creating quite a few chances, just not 

necessarily cashing in on a whole lot of them. Tonight, it kind of opened 
up and we’re going to need more of the same going forward. 

On the team’s defensive effort and the play of Jonathan Quick 

We played solid hockey, from our crease out. I thought Quickie made 
some big stops when he needed to and we were able to not give up a 
whole lot, so he didn’t have to stand on his head, but when we needed 
him he was there. 

On having two power-play units going at the same time 

I mean, it’s always huge. We’ve talked about this over the course of 
however many years, special teams are always big. Whether it’s the start 
of the season or finishing up and trying to get a playoff spot. Minus the 
shorthanded goal, we did a good job tonight. 

Todd McLellan 

On his take on the third period tonight, and the win overall 

I thought it was maybe more of the second period that set us up for the 
third. Going down by two wasn’t a comfortable feeling, yet how we got to 
it, I thought there was a missed call on the faceoff for interference on 
Mooresy and then Edler loses a steel in the corner, we’re down a player 
and can’t recover. So, strange scenarios that right now with our team 
could push us one way or the other and I thought that the end of the 
second, coming back, set us up for the third, but we handled the third 
well. We were patient, we didn’t play out of our skin to try and win, we 
played in our skin to do it. You knew they were going to have a push near 
the end and we defended pretty well. 

On the response of the group tonight to how things have played out over 
the last 48 hours 

Yeah, you know, if we didn’t respond, if the effort wouldn’t have been 
there, then you’d be concerned. The effort was there. It still maybe 
wouldn’t have went our way, but it was the right response. The fact that 
we got the win is the icing on the cake for the response. 

On the last 48 hours being perhaps overblown in the media 

I felt like we were going go out and play well and I’m not just saying that, 
I felt good about our group. I think the last 48 hours, it was different, but 
isn’t as dramatic as maybe I feel from the line of questioning. We’re not 
happy that Cal is in Ontario right now, none of us are, we all take 
responsibility for that, but we’ve got to move on. The fact that the 
[general] manager came in to talk to us, that happens. I don’t think it’s as 
dramatic as anybody in here maybe thinks it was. 

On Anze Kopitar’s play tonight 

He was tremendous tonight. He’s been good all along, sometimes the 
goals coming off his tape aren’t there but he’s done really good things 
this year. This second go around with Kevin there I think is starting to feel 
more comfortable for the three of them. Kopi in particular, because we’re 
talking about him, he’s found himself in a number of different spots this 
year on the powerplay. Our breakout entries changed a little bit, he 
doesn’t have to skate as much as he used to, so there was some thought 
process put into that. Wherever he is on the power play. he seems to get 
it done, so a pretty good utility player. 

On if the conversations of the last 48 hours end simply by winning games 

Yes and no. The no part is that you can win them the wrong way and 
you’re not getting healthy, your team stays sick. You can sometimes lose 
games the right way and you’re getting better, so it isn’t always the 
complete result. That’s what we play for, but the input into the game is 
really important and our input has been good and then it wavers and then 
it falls off and then it comes back to good. We’re a little bit like a yo-yo. 
Tonight was a little more consistent. Falling behind 3-1, as I said earlier, 
there were some circumstances that played into it that I don’t know 
normally would be part of the game, but they were. 

Notes – 
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– Anze Kopitar scored a pair of goals for his second consecutive multi-
point game. Kopitar’s first goal was his 20th point of the season. No 
player in Kings franchise history has more points versus Arizona than 
Kopitar (23-66-89). 

– Kevin Fiala notched his eighth multi-point effort (1-1-2) of the season to 
extend his team leading point total to 28 points (8-20-28). 

– Per NHL PR, only four skaters have recorded at least 20 assists in 
fewer games from the start of their tenure with LA: Wayne Gretzky (15 
GP, 1989-99), Larry Murphy (21 GP, 1980-81), Pavol Demitra (22 GP, 
2005-06) and Jozef Stumpel (25 GP, 1997-98). 

– With assists tonight, both Viktor Arvidsson and Sean Durzi extended 
their point streaks to four games. Arvidsson now has 10 points (2-8-10) 
from his last nine games, while Durzi has six points (1-5-6) over his last 
four. 

– Tobias Bjornfot and Samuel Fagemo earned assists in their Kings 
season debuts. Fagemo’s helper marked his first career NHL point. 

– Carl Grundstrom registered his sixth goal of the season. In doing so, he 
became the first LA Kings skater to score on his birthday since Drew 
Doughty (Dec. 8, 2016 vs. CAR). 

– Defenseman Drew Doughty logged 28:15 tonight, his second-highest 
total of the season in a game that ended in regulation. 

The Kings have a scheduled day off tomorrow and will return to the ice 
for morning skate on Saturday at 10:30 AM, before they conclude their 
homestand at 7:30 PM that evening versus Carolina. 
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Game Thread – Kings vs. Coyotes, 12/1 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Game Preview 

LISTEN: LA Kings Audio Network 

SOG: LAK – 32 ARI – 21 

PP: LAK – 2/3 ARI – 0/3 

First Period 

1. ARI – Christian Fischer (4) – (Unassisted) – 12:44 (SH) 

2. LAK – Anze Kopitar (6) – (Gabe Vilardi, Kevin Fiala) – 13:21 (PP) 

Second Period 

3. ARI – Troy Stecher (4) – (Dylan Guenther) – 4:28 

4. ARI – Nick Bjugstad (5) – (Dylan Guenther) – 7:01 

5. LAK – Trevor Moore (7) – (Viktor Arvidsson, Sean Durzi) – 9:09 (PP) 

6. LAK – Carl Grundstrom (6) – (Samuel Fagemo, Jaret Anderson-Dolan) 
– 18:21 

Third Period 

7. LAK – Anze Kopitar (7) – (Drew Doughty, Tobias Bjornfot) – 5:22 

8. LAK – Kevin Fiala (8) – (Adrian Kempe) – 18:02 (EN) 
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12/1 Preview – Changes Expected + Internal Meeting, Commitment To 
Change, Madden Recalled 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

WHO: Los Angeles Kings (12-9-4) vs. Arizona Coyotes (7-10-3) 

WHAT: NHL REGULAR SEASON GAME 

WHEN: Thursday, December 1 @ 7:30 PM Pacific 

WHERE: Crypto.com Arena – Los Angeles, CA 

HOW TO FOLLOW: VIDEO: Bally Sports West – AUDIO – iHeart Radio 
– TWITTER: @DooleyLAK & @LAKings 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: The Kings return to action this evening as they 
host the Arizona Coyotes at Crypto.com Arena. 

HEAD-TO-HEAD: Forwards Viktor Arvidsson (2-1-3) and Adrian Kempe 
(2-1-3), as well as defenseman Drew Doughty (2-1-3), led the Kings with 
two goals and three points from three games played last season. 
Forwards Trevor Moore (1-2-3) and Anze Kopitar (0-3-3) also had three 
points a season ago in the 2021-22 season series. 

KINGS VITALS: Following the group not skating yesterday, everyone 
was back on the ice today for a full-team morning skate in El Segundo. 

The first goaltender off the ice this morning was Jonathan Quick, making 
him tonight’s projected starter against Arizona. All-time versus the 
Coyotes, Quick is 22-20-5, with a .905 save percentage and a 2.49 
goals-against average. Quick has six shutouts all-time against Arizona, 
his most against any NHL franchise. 

Starting with the forwards, the top six remains the same from Tuesday’s 
game, but Samuel Fagemo is expected to check in up front, with a 
shuffle made to the bottom six. It looks as if forward Arthur Kaliyev will 
move up to a line with Gabe Vilardi and Blake Lizotte, while Fagemo 
slots alongside Jaret Anderson-Dolan, who moves to center, and Carl 
Grundstrom. Forward Tyler Madden, recalled later in the day, did not 
skate with the Kings. 

On the backend, Tobias Bjornfot will likely make his NHL season debut 
alongside Matt Roy, a pairing that opened last season together before 
early injuries shook things up. Sean Durzi also moves back to the right 
side, alongside Alex Edler, with Sean Walker appearing to be the odd-
man out alongside Brandt Clarke. 

In net, Pheonix Copley was on the ice and is expected to backup tonight. 
As noted earlier today, goaltender Cal Petersen was assigned to AHL-
Ontario and skated this morning with the Reign. More on those moves 
HERE. 

On the injury front, Alex Iafallo skated in a regular jersey today and 
General Manager Rob Blake said it’s “really encouraging “ to see him 
getting close. Brendan Lemieux has begun skating on his own, bringing 
us up to speed on the full group. 

COYOTES VITALS: Arizona has been off since Sunday, a defeat against 
Minnesota, and tonight’s game versus the Kings begins a four-game trip 
against Pacific Division opposition. 

No report yet on Arizona’s starting goaltender for tonight, but we’ll 
assume for now that Karel Vejmelka will get the nod between the pipes, 
for the purposes of this writing. Vejmelka has faced the Kings twice in his 
short NHL career, posting a 1-1-0 record, with a .922 save percentage 
and a 2.94 goals-against average. 

Per Arizona’s team account, here’s how the Coyotes lined up last time 
out – 

Arizona’s projected lineup includes former Kings defenseman Troy 
Stecher, a deadline acquisition a season ago, who signed a one-year 
contract with the Coyotes in the offseason. Coyotes forward Matias 
Maccelli enters tonight’s action as the league leader in assists amongst 
rookies, ranking third in total points by a first-year player. 

Notes – 

A Team Meeting 

Yesterday was a weird day. No doubt about that. As covered yesterday, 
the team opted not to hold an on-ice practice following the 9-8 overtime 
loss against Seattle. In addition to an off-ice workout, the team held 
internal meetings, with players, coaches and management gathered 
together to address certain facets of the game – both positive and 
negative – coming off of Tuesday’s defeat. 

Rob Blake confirmed that he addressed the group yesterday in a setting 
with everybody together in one room. The reasoning was not specifically 
related to the decision to place Cal Petersen on waivers, but rather larger 
topics as a whole. 

“I did, I just felt the need to do it, not specifically on Cal, but specifically 
on that we want to get better in a lot of areas,” he said this morning. 
“When you get to the 20, 25-game mark, it just kind of coincided with all 
of that yesterday.” 

When asked to further detail those areas, Blake used the word that we’ve 
heard perhaps more than any other besides expectation and that’s 
consistency. 

The Kings have lacked it across the board and that’s been perhaps the 
biggest area of frustration. When this team is at it’s best, it’s noticeable in 
a major way. They’re suffocating, in possession, creative and formidable. 
That’s what makes the times when they aren’t that much more difficult to 
watch, because this team as assembled can be quite good. Blake spoke 
on that earlier today. 

“There are some areas that we need to improve on and there are some 
areas that we’ve made progress at, for sure,” he added. “The biggest 
thing is consistency and I don’t think I’m the only one saying it, the 
players have said it, Todd’s said it. Sometimes, you get in a room 
together with everybody, coaches, myself and that theme is common 
amongst our group.” 

Speaking with Todd McLellan and Anze Kopitar, both indicated that 
yesterday’s meeting was less about “X’s and O’s and more about team-
wide discussion and state. 

“It wasn’t a whole ton about X’s and O’s, just going back to playing the 
way that we need to play to win games, that’s the bottom line,” Kopitar 
added. 

While the messaging coming from Blake contains similar wording to what 
we’ve heard from McLellan and the players this season, sometimes 
having a different voice help to deliver that message can be a welcomed 
thing. 

“Well, [we’re] certainly saying the same thing, we’re on the same page, 
which is a real good thing,” McLellan said this morning. “It’s not often that 
Rob or any general manager that I’ve been around frequents the locker 
room in those types of situations and for as much as it can be deemed a 
negative signal to many, it could also be a positive one, because there 
are some things that the team is doing well. He recognizes, or we 
recognize, those but there are also things that need to get cleaned up, so 
it works both ways.” 

At the end of it, the talking part is done and behind the group and the 
buy-in appeared to be unified today, looking ahead from this point on. 
Blake said that he “one-hundred percent” believes that he has the buy in 
that is necessary to play the way they want to play moving forward. A 
good opportunity to showcase progress tonight against Arizona! 
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Not everything that has transpired over the last 48 hours has been a 
direct result of JUST the game against Seattle. Giving up nine goals in a 
game certainly might expedite a process, but no one – players, coaches 
or management – has felt that things like a personnel shakeup, a 
cancelled practice or a team meeting were necessitated by just one 
game. 

Speaking with team leaders this morning, the focus was on getting back 
to a brand of hockey the Kings are known for and have found success 
with. The hope is that starts tonight. 

“It’s getting back to the checking mindset of things,” Anze Kopitar said 
this morning. “Yes, we would like to score goals, but we can’t just be 
trading chances back and forth. It’s going back, looking back to last year, 
how we checked and everybody has a big part in doing that. We’ve got to 
start working and playing more towards that.” 

Drew Doughty put the onus on the players, saying that the Kings haven’t 
helped out the goaltending at all this season. He called the last 48 hours 
a wakeup call for the team to step up and play better, knowing that the 
team the Kings have this season – one that Doughty believes is one of 
the most offensively talented groups he’s ever been apart of – is better 
than what the results have been. 

When asked where the first step is towards improving, he was simple – 
“playing better defensive hockey.” He elaborated, using many of the 
same phrases as Kopitar. 

“We can’t be giving up chances, trading chances with other teams, that’s 
not how we’re going to win games, you saw it when we lost the game 
[versus Seattle],” he said. “Playing better, defensive hockey, more 
physical and still scoring goals, we want to still score goals, but there’s a 
difference between scoring goals by cheating and scoring goals by 
playing the right way and we’re not doing it the right way.” 

The same messaging came from McLellan in his availability this morning. 

When asked where, within the larger concept of defensive hockey, he 
feels the breakdowns have come, he evenly distributed it between 
mistakes made simply by individuals, which you’ll always have, and 
larger, structual or group breakdowns. Those are the ones that are 
perhaps more important to correct, even if they are the harder ones to 
correct. 

“With individuals, those are random, those are guys just making a poor 
play at a critical time and that happens on every team, we’re just getting 
a few too many of them right now,” he explained. “Then, it’s group and 
then it’s structure and group can be lines, maybe extending a shift and 
giving up a scoring chance at the 45 second mark versus being fresh. It 
can be structure, us not executing as well within it, or us not getting into 
it.” 

We’ll see how those reas of the game look tonight against the Coyotes. 

Madden Recalled 

Lastly, Insiders, one final roster move was made today, though it came 
after the other six transactions the team had earlier in the day. 

The Kings have recalled forward Tyler Madden from AHL-Ontario. Based 
off of this morning’s skate, I’m not sure if Madden playing feels likely 
tonight, but he is available and an option should he be called upon. The 
way this morning’s moves brokedown, the Kings did not have a roster 
spot available at the time of their 10:30 AM morning skate, with Cal 
Petersen’s fate not known until 30 minutes later. Once Petersen cleared 
waivers and was assigned to the AHL, the Kings then had 12 forwards, 
eight defensemen and two goaltenders on the active roster, thus an open 
spot. Enter Madden, who gives the team an extra option up front with no 
healthy scratches here this evening. 

Madden, acquired from Vancouver back in 2019, has registered eight 
points (5-3-8) this season with Ontario to rank tied for third on the club in 
goals (5), third in shots (38) and tied for fifth in points (8). The 23-year-old 
forward has appeared in 78 career AHL games, earning 44 points (20-

24-44) with a plus-4 rating and 18 PIM. Good reward for a player who 
has been solid at the minor-league level as of late. 

That’s all for now, Insiders, but we certainly have more to come. There’s 
a lot to dissect from Blake’s availability this morning and only so many 
hours in the day today in which to do so. As things break out tonight and 
into the weekend, I’ll share those remarks in full with additional 
observations. 
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Blake & McLellan Talk Roster Moves – Bjornfot/Fagemo/Copley to LAK, 
Spence, Kupari, Petersen to ONT 

 

By Zach Dooley 

 

Busy Morning, Insiders. 

Roster moves this morning impacting all three positions. Starting from the 
net out……the Kings have recalled goaltender Pheonix Copley from the 
AHL’s Ontario Reign and have assigned goaltender Cal Petersen, who 
cleared waivers, to Ontario. 

Copley has posted a 6-4-1 record with a 2.48 goals-against average and 
a .913 save percentage in his first season with Ontario, ranking tied for 
seventh in the AHL wins and 10th in GAA. The 6-4, 200-pound netminder 
has appeared in 31 NHL contests with St. Louis Blues and Washington 
Capitals, posting a 16-9-3 record with a 2.98 GAA, a .900 SV% and one 
shutout. A veteran of 237 AHL games, the North Pole, Alaska native has 
posted a 124-76-28 record with 15 shutouts, a 2.52 GAA and a .911 
SV% across nine seasons with the Reign, Hershey Bears and Chicago 
Wolves. 

North Pole, Alaska! 

One of the strengths of the 10-6-1 Ontario Reign has been goaltending, 
with a tandem of Copley and Matthew Villalta splitting the appearances, 
with 11 for Copley compared to seven for Villalta. Both goaltenders have 
posted solid splits and the veteran Copley will get the nod at this time. 

Marco Sturm on Copley in November 

He was really solid, rock solid. He made some unbelievable saves and 
when you have a team in front of you and players in front of you who are 
really tight on their sticks and struggling a little bit, I think your 
goaltending will have to come up big and that’s what he did tonight. 

Sturm on Copley in October 

As players, I think if you see that, and it shouldn’t happen, but it’s a good 
problem to have a guy like him in the net. He calms things down. He had 
some rebounds, but most of them he covered it well. He was by far the 
number one star today and we won the game thanks to him. 

Regarding Petersen, he’s posted a 5-3-2 record this season with a .868 
goals-against average and a 3.75 goals-against average. He was placed 
on waivers yesterday and cleared this morning at 11 AM. Petersen will 
now join Ontario, where he’s won 53 games over three seasons with the 
AHL club, the most in franchise history. Per General Manager Rob Blake, 
he’s there for a reason, with the hopes he will re-establish his game and 
come back to the Kings later this season and contribute. 

“I think the idea here is that Cal can go down to the American League 
and play in games, get that structure we believe in and come back up 
and help us,” Blake said this morning. “That’s as simple as it gets, that 
was the reasoning behind the decision and now we’re past the waivers, 
we can go in and he can practice there, get himself into some games and 
get playing.” 

Blake added that there is “not really” a timetable when it pertains to 
Petersen’s time with Ontario. He said that right now, Petersen will go 
down and work with the staff, the goalie coaches and continue to work, 
with the opportunity to get into games regularly and continuously. When 
the time comes, the Kings will address his status. 

It can be difficult to work through things at the NHL level for a goaltender. 
Todd McLellan said that the Kings tried that approach with Petersen 
earlier in the season, which came after he was pulled in Pittsburgh. They 
gave him a week to simply work on things, and the improvements did 

come after, with his next start being the 4-2 win over Toronto, when he 
was blameless on both goals allowed. The team has struggled 
defensively since, at least on a consistent basis, and the hope here is 
that Petersen can get to where he needs to better with the Reign than 
with the Kings. 

“I think as a defenseman or a forward, if you have a tough game or 
you’re struggling, you can go out and play limited minutes, if you’re a 
defenseman you can just put it off the boards or make a real simple 
play,” Blake said. “It’s difficult in the goalie situation and we can only 
carry two. We can carry seven or eight D, we can carry 14 forwards if we 
want to, but we don’t have a lot of options [in net] to get goalies into 
games. That’s what this came about.” 

On defense, the Kings have recalled defenseman Tobias Bjornfot and 
have loaned defenseman Jordan Spence to AHL-Ontario. 

The 21-year-old, left-shot defenseman Bjornfot opened the 2022-23 
season with the Reign, posting three points (2-1-3) and a plus-3 rating in 
17 games, skating in a top-pairing role alongside Spence. Last season, 
the 6-0, 200-pound defenseman appeared in a career-high 70 NHL 
games with the Kings and established NHL career-highs in assists (8), 
points (8) and shots (53). Bjornfot is one of nine players from the 2019 
NHL Draft Class with over 100 games played, alongside forward Arthur 
Kaliyev. 

Bjornfot is expected to play tonight, skating on a pairing with Matt Roy. 
More on his game and what the Kings are looking for from him below. 

“It’s part of the reason why he’s paired there and for us, it’s trying lefty-
righty, putting Durz on his strong side,” McLellan said. “Toby should feel 
comfortable with Matt, he should feel comfortable with his teammates in 
the locker room and the coaches. It should be drop him in and get some 
good games out of him. He’s played very well at the American League 
level and we want to see that transfer over to the NHL level. We believe 
in him and I think he feels pretty good about his game right now, so we’ll 
see how it goes.” 

Regarding Spence, he’s spent the last two days on the NHL roster, which 
is good for the bank account and was merited based upon his play at the 
AHL level. Perhaps the biggest thing working against Spence right now is 
situation and opportunity. He shoots right and he’s a smooth skating, 
puck-moving defenseman who can contribute on the power play. The 
Kings have multiple options in that mold. The Kings also have seven 
defensemen who cannot be assigned to the AHL, while Spence can be, 
free of any potential waiver commitment. It’s a tough assignment for a 
player who is a reigning First Team All-Star in the AHL and is right 
towards the top of the scoring charts as it pertains to defensemen in that 
league. His future is extremely bright and his time will come for the Kings. 

Up front, the exchange is with Samuel Fagemo coming to the big club 
and Rasmus Kupari going down to the AHL. 

Fagemo is coming up to the NHL for the second time this season, after 
he took warmups with the Kings on Tuesday against Seattle. Fagemo 
has skated in 15 games with the Reign this season, earning eight points 
(6-2-8) to lead the club in goals (6) and power-play goals (4) while also 
ranking fifth in points (8). Last season, Fagemo skated in four contests 
with the Kings, including his NHL debut on Jan. 13 against Pittsburgh. He 
also played a game on the top line, later that month in San Jose. 

Regarding Kupari, he’s had his moments this season where he’s 
imposed his style on games. He has the versatility to play both center 
and winger, though he’s been featured more often than not in the middle. 
Kupari has size and speed and can impact games playing a North/South 
style of hockey. He hasn’t had that impact every time out and with the 
team in search of some changes, he’ll go down to the AHL, at least in the 
interim. 

“Sammy is coming up and he’s going to get his opportunity now to inject 
some life and some energy into the lineup,” McLellan said this morning. “I 
didn’t think that Sammy had the type of training camp that he needed to 
have, so this is a real, real good opportunity for him. Ras has played well 
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for our team, there are still a few things that we would like him to work 
on. I think that there are some areas that he can focus on, I don’t need to 
share those with you because I’ve talked to him about them, but there 
are some things that he can focus on down there. Just a few polish up 
points and it will help him.” 

The Kings have already taken morning skate today, with Bjornfot and 
Fagemo expected to make their NHL season debuts tonight against 
Arizona. Bjornfot took rushes this morning alongside defenseman Matt 
Roy, while Fagemo skated on a line with Jaret Anderson-Dolan and Carl 
Grundstrom. Expect to see both in action this evening, more to follow in 
today’s game preview, coming later on today! 
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1261047 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Ducks' skid grows to four with loss to Stars 

 

Stephen Hawkins 

3-4 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

DALLAS —  

Jason Robertson seemed to be downplaying his latest hat trick and the 
17-game points streak he is on for the Dallas Stars, insisting several 
times that he is just playing hockey. 

Well, the 23-year-old center is making that look so easy right now at the 
highest level. 

Robertson scored in all three periods for his third career hat trick in the 
Stars’ 5-0 victory over the Ducks, who lost their fourth in a row Thursday 
night. 

“I’m just getting in position to shoot the puck, I mean, just got to get it 
past the first guy and get it on net,” he said. “It was just playing hockey 
and picking my head up, and seeing what’s available. And it’s credit to 
guys who you don’t see on the scoresheet, the person who is screening 
the goalie.” 

Robertson became the NHL’s first 20-goal scorer this season with a 
deflected puck in the first period, then added his 21st and 22nd on long 
power-play goals in each of the next two periods. 

“You kind get used to it, and you almost have to sit and think about it 
after about how special it is what you’re witnessing. It’s unbelievable,” 
first-year Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. “He’s making it look easy.“ 

Robertson’s other hat tricks came in back-to-back games last March, 
when he was the first Dallas player to ever do that. 

Joel Kiviranta and Wyatt Johnston also had goals for the Central 
Division-leading Stars. Jake Oettinger stopped 31 shots for his fourth 
career shutout, two nights after not playing in St. Louis because of an 
illness. 

“He was quiet, he was composed. And there were some tough saves 
early, especially on their power play,” DeBoer said of his goalie. 

It was the fourth time in six games for Robertson to have multiple goals. 
His points streak began Oct. 27 and was already the longest for the team 
since moving from Minnesota to Dallas in 1993. The franchise record of 
20 was set by Brian Bellows in 1986. 

Miro Heiskanen had three assists for Dallas, which opened a five-game 
homestand. Roope Hintz had helpers on two of Robertson’s goals in his 
first game since signing an $67.6-million contract extension. 

Anthony Stolarz had 36 saves for the Ducks. 

“We were kind of settled in, but as soon as it went to [2-0], for some 
reason, we wanted to change our game plan,” said coach Dallas Eakins, 
whose Ducks played the second of four consecutive road games. 

Robertson, who last season became only the team’s fourth 40-goal 
scorer in Dallas, missed most of preseason camp before signing a $31-
million, four-year contract a week before the season opener. 

After being named earlier in the day as the NHL’s first star for the month 
of November, Robertson needed just over four minutes in the first game 
of December to extend his points streak. 

He moved the puck behind the net and sent a short wrister from the side 
into the crease. The puck went off the stick of a Ducks defender and past 
Stolarz. 

Robertson scored from the slot just above the circles in the second 
period, and from the top of the right circle in the third. He has 20 goals 
and 12 assists in his points streak. 
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1261048 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Stars bury Ducks behind Jason Robertson’s hat trick 

 

Lisa Dillman 

8-9 minutes 12/1/2022 

 

DALLAS — It was Jason Robertson Night for the Dallas Stars and the 
Ducks were reduced to bystanders at American Airlines Center. 

The Arcadia native recorded his third career hat trick – scoring once in 
each period – to lead the Stars to a 5-0 victory over the Ducks on 
Thursday night. Robertson extended his points streak to 17 games. 
Defenseman Miro Heiskanen added three assists. 

“To a man, we should all be embarrassed with the effort,” Ducks forward 
Derek Grant said. “We left (goaltender) Stolie (Anthony Stolarz) out to dry 
after he did a lot of good things for us.” 

Strong but accurate words. 

The Ducks were down a goal after the first period. Robertson had won a 
puck battle with Isac Lundestrom and knocked it in off Duck defenseman 
Urho Vaakanainen’s foot past Stolarz at 4:13. But the nature of the game 
turned dramatically in the second. 

“We played well in the first, but once they got their second and third, it’s 
like we all just sat back and didn’t want to let another one in,” Grant said. 
“You can’t play like that in this league, you’re going to get burned. 

“Guys need to be (hacked) off. They need to be embarrassed. It’s not fun 
for anyone but you’ve got to find a way to take that and use it for fuel.” 

Said Ducks coach Dallas Eakins: “As soon as it went to 2-0, for some 
reason we wanted to change our game plan instead of settling in. We just 
need to play the same way all night, 60 minutes.” 

Stars goaltender Jake Oettinger made 31 saves to record his second 
shutout of the season and the fourth of his career. He is 4-0-0 in his 
career against the Ducks. The Ducks have lost 10 of their last 12 games 
overall and are 2-10-2 on the road this season. 

Another point of comparison: After 24 games, the Ducks (6-16-2) are 
behind the pace of their NHL expansion season. In 1993-94, they were 8-
14-2 after 24 games. They lost their 24th game that season – to the 
Sharks – which stopped a four-game winning streak. 

Back to the present … 

The Stars, who have the league’s third-best power play, went 2 for 4 with 
the man advantage. Dallas scored once in the first period, added two in 
the second, and two more in the third. 

“A lot of the stuff they’re getting is off us playing slow,” Grant said. “Or 
making bad reads and giving them opportunities and that’s where we get 
in trouble and that’s where we start receiving the game. 

“We’ve talked about it. To a man, we each have to step up and commit to 
the way we want to play. And that’s when we’re going to have success.” 

Robertson completed the hat trick, on the power play, at 1:23 of the third 
period, beating Stolarz low to his blocker side with a wrist shot from the 
top of the right circle. It was his 22nd goal of the season, which leads the 
NHL. 

“It looks like everything right now he’s putting at the net is going in,” 
Grant said. “Obviously we knew who he was coming into this game and 
we didn’t do a good enough job stopping him.” 

Said Ducks defenseman Simon Benoit: “You have to learn from it and 
you have to put it behind you. We have two other games on the road 

right now and we just have to focus on them. That’s it. There’s no point of 
just dwelling on it.” 

The Ducks played the third period one forward short as Lundestrom 
suffered an upper-body injury in the second period and did not return. He 
played 6:32 and only three shifts in the second period. And the concern 
is that he could be out for some time. 
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1261049 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Ducks turn to Anthony Stolarz against Stars, play it cautious with John 
Gibson 

 

Lisa Dillman 

3-4 minutes 12/1/2022 

 

DALLAS — The inclination would be to go right back to goaltender John 
Gibson after his 39-save performance in the Ducks’ 2-1 overtime loss to 
the Nashville Predators earlier in the week. 

But Coach Dallas Eakins explained why he went with Anthony Stolarz 
against the Dallas Stars on Thursday night. 

“We’ve got to get Stolie some starts,” Eakins said after Thursday’s 
morning skate. “Gibby’s been – well, at one point, as sick as a dog. He’s 
kind of coming out of it. Had a great game the other night. It was one of 
those games where you’d like to run him again, but I feel like we might be 
digging a hole just in his recovery and how sick he’s been. 

“He’s been an absolute warrior.” 

Gibson was suffering from a virus during Thanksgiving week, an illness 
making its way through the Gibson household. 

“He never took any time off – got in the net and practiced and just kept 
battling away,” Eakins said. “You’ve got to be cautious. That’s what is 
hard. He plays so well and it’s like, ‘Let’s go again.’ We’ve got another 
guy and Gibby’s been sick. I want him to get totally healthy.” 

ON HOLD 

And so, the Stars’ tribute video to defenseman John Klingberg will have 
to wait. Klingberg, who had played his entire NHL career with the Stars 
(eight seasons, 552 games) before signing with the Ducks as a free 
agent in July, remains out of action with a lower-body injury. 

There is a chance he could join the Ducks later on this trip, which wraps 
up Saturday in Minnesota and Sunday in Winnipeg. In 20 games, 
Klingberg has eight points (one goal, seven assists) and is a minus-12. 

The Ducks have another game in Dallas scheduled for Feb. 6. The 
burning question: Will Klingberg still be with the Ducks? 

ALSO 

Defenseman Colton White, who has been quietly effective on the third 
pair, was a healthy scratch against the Stars. He had been a consistent 
fixture in the lineup since Nov. 12. Taking his place on Thursday was 
defenseman Nathan Beaulieu, who was a healthy scratch in Nashville on 
Tuesday. 

STAR TURN 

With his first-period goal, Dallas forward Jason Robertson became the 
first NHL player to hit the 20-goal mark this season. It was a meaningful 
accomplishment on another level as Robertson became the first Stars 
player in 29 years to score 20 goals by the 24-game mark. Hall of Famer 
Mike Modano did so in 1993-94 on his way to a 50-goal, 93-point season. 
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Kyle Palmieri placed on injured reserve as Islanders' woes mount 

 

Ethan Sears 

2-2 minutes 12/1/2022 

 

The Islanders’ injury problems continue.  

The team placed Kyle Palmieri on injured reserve retroactive to Nov. 21 
while announcing that Cal Clutterbuck was day-to-day with an upper-
body issue. Cole Bardreau and Hudson Fasching were recalled from 
AHL Bridgeport via loan.  

Josh Bailey also remains day-to-day with an upper-body issue, though he 
skated ahead of Thursday’s practice.  

Palmieri is eligible to come off IR at any time, because he was placed 
retroactively.  

“We’ll just see how things go and go day-to-day,” general manager Lou 
Lamoriello told reporters. “Also today, we won’t know [if] both of 
[Fasching and Bardreau] will play or just one will play.”  

Clutterbuck has dealt with a nagging injury this season, exiting the win 
over Calgary on Nov. 7 and saying he would continue to deal with the 
issue, but it wouldn’t be long term. It’s not clear whether this is the same 
thing, but Lamoriello did say it was not related to the shoulder surgery 
Clutterbuck had during the offseason.  

“I think you’re always concerned when a player gets injured but he 
recovers pretty quickly,” Lamoriello said. “That’s the one thing he’s 
capable of.” 
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1261132 New York Islanders 

 

The secret to many Islanders’ pre-game routines? A nap 

 

Ethan Sears 

7-9 minutes 12/1/2022 

 

There is a phenomenon in the world of hockey, in leagues from North 
America to overseas, in locker rooms junior and professional, and it 
flourishes within this Islanders team. 

That of the pregame nap. 

This is not a tradition that gets handed down. It is something that merely 
… happens, a conclusion reached separately by, in Ryan Pulock’s 
estimate, “at least 75 percent of guys” in hockey, and that number does 
include the Islanders defenseman. 

“I usually shut it down for a little bit,” Pulock said. 

“I’ve done it ever since junior [hockey],” Noah Dobson said. 

“I usually take short ones, though,” a laughing Robin Salo said. “Short 
nap. Power nap.” 

Lane Lambert, a professional for six seasons in the NHL in addition to 
more than a decade in various leagues overseas and in the U.S., gave a 
smiling confirmation when asked if the nap was once a part of his day. 

“It’s an awful long day if you’re up from 8 a.m. — or whatever time guys 
get up — through till gametime,” the Islanders coach said. “So I think just 
a little bit of rest can help.” 

New York Islanders Defenceman Ryan Pulock (6) shoots the puck along 
the boards during third period National Hockey League action between 
the New York Islanders and Ottawa Senators on November 14, 2022, at 
Canadian Tire Centre in Ottawa, ON, Canada. 

Ryan Pulock is among what he estimates is a vast majority of NHL 
players who take a nap between the morning skate and a night game. 

Indeed, the likeliest answer for why this is such a universal practice lies 
in the schedule of an NHL gameday. If a team is at home, it will usually 
hold a morning skate at 10:30 (this season, the Islanders have moved up 
their time to 10:15). If the team is on the road, it will usually skate at 
11:30. 

After that’s done, the game isn’t until 7 or 7:30 p.m. — sometimes even 
later, depending on the whims of the television schedule. Players get to 
the arena well beforehand, of course, and there is some work to be done 
pregame. But not six or seven hours’ worth. 

That leaves a sizable gap in the middle of the day when players can go 
home or back to their hotel rooms on the road. And so they nap. 

“I think the main reason is you have so much time in the afternoon,” 
Dobson told The Post. “Guys probably didn’t know what to do with their 
time, so they decided to have a nap and sleep, but some guys don’t like 
it. I’ve always been a guy that’s enjoyed it. It’s a good way to kill the 
afternoon.” 

It does not seem much of a coincidence that Dobson, Pulock and Salo 
each said they started napping around the same time that their game-day 
routines started incorporating this dead time. 

New York Islanders defenseman Noah Dobson (8) during the second 
period in a game between the Columbus Blue Jackets and the New York 
Islanders on November 25, 2022, at Nationwide Arena in Columbus, 
Ohio.  

For Noah Dobson, getting some sleep in the hours before he plays a 
game has been a part of his routine since he played junior hockey. 

Even if it isn’t the primary reason, there is a physiological benefit to 
napping as well. The Mayo Clinic lists such gains as reduced fatigue, 
increased alertness and quicker reaction time. It also recommends 
napping in the early afternoon, which lines up well with a hockey 
schedule. 

So it’s easy to see why those routines stay intact. 

“I think there’s days that I really feel like I need it,” Pulock said. “Whether 
you’re traveling or you’re on the road or whatever, and you can use 30, 
maybe 60 minutes. But I also think it is just part of going through your 
routine to make sure you’re ready at night.” 

The lengths of these naps are varied. Lambert mentioned 20 or 30 
minutes as a reference point from when he played. Dobson prefers to 
sleep for an hour, or perhaps as long as 90 minutes, setting an alarm to 
make sure he wakes on time. 

“I don’t trust myself on some days,” he said. 

He has, though, always had a particular affinity for the practice. 

Head coach Lane Lambert of the New York Islanders looks on against 
the Chicago Blackhawks during the third period at United Center on 
November 01, 2022 in Chicago, Illinois.  

Islanders coach Lane Lambert recalled his days fondly as a veteran nap-
taker when he played professionally. 

There are not many teams whose depth would look good if three wingers 
in their top 12 were hurt, so the Islanders get no grief from us on that 
front. 

It’s not yet clear whether Kyle Palmieri, Josh Bailey or Cal Clutterbuck 
will play on Friday against Nashville — all we know is Palmieri and Bailey 
are listed as day-to-day due to upper-body injuries. Clutterbuck left the 
Nov. 7 win over the Flames because of an undisclosed issue, and later 
said that it had to do with an issue that “will be with me through the 
season.” 

At least at this point in time, there is not much to suggest any of the three 
will miss an extended period. And the Islanders are lucky to be playing 
either at home, in Newark or in Boston for the next two weeks, making it 
logistically easy to rely on call-ups from Bridgeport if need be. Still, this is 
less than ideal. 

Kyle Palmieri (21) of the New York Islanders battles for the puck against 
Pontus Holmberg (29) of the Toronto Maple Leafs during the second 
period at the Scotiabank Arena on November 21, 2022 in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada.  

Lambert said following Tuesday’s loss in Philadelphia that he was happy 
with the team’s depth at forward and that playing with only 11 for much of 
the night did not wear down the club. As a team, the Islanders 
downplayed the notion that a 15-game November was the cause of their 
tired performance in the 3-1 loss to the Flyers. 

All of that can be true, but as the Isles enter a tame three-game stretch at 
home, it’s not a great position to be in. If they fail to pick up enough 
points against the Predators, Blackhawks and Blues, there could be 
trouble on the horizon. Those three matchups are followed by a back-to-
back at New Jersey and home to Carolina (Dec. 9 and 10), before a trip 
to Boston (Dec. 13) and a Western swing through Arizona, Las Vegas 
and Colorado (Dec. 16-19) complete an utterly brutal 11 days. 

An encouraging start 

Although Simon Holmstrom was set to be a healthy scratch Tuesday 
before Bailey exited following pre-game warmups, it is telling that in his 
first four games, Lambert has not taken Holmstrom off the ice late in the 
match. 
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Simon Holmstrom #10 of the New York Islanders skates after a loose 
puck during the third period of a game against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets at Nationwide Arena on November 25, 2022 in Columbus, Ohio. 

In his first four games with the Islanders, Simon Holmstrom has been 
entrusted with third-period shifts. 

Holmstrom has not by any means played a heavy workload — he 
averages 11:34 of ice time — and he took only one fewer shift in the third 
period on Tuesday (six) than he did in the first or second (seven apiece). 
Ditto for Saturday, when he took five shifts in the third, compared to six in 
the first and second. 

Reviews of the 21-year-old Swede from Lambert and his teammates 
have been positive, and in a conversation with The Post following 
Tuesday’s morning skate, Holmstrom said his NHL stint has gone well. 

“Go out there and play with confidence and play my game, I think that’s 
the biggest thing,” he said. “And all the small details that you really gotta 
do out there. I think those are the biggest things.” 
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1261133 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders call up Cole Bardreau, Hudson Fasching from AHL Bridgeport 

 

By Denis P. Gorman Special to Newsday 

Updated December 1, 2022 4:51 pm4-4 minutes 12/1/2022 

 

The perceived need for scoring was not as important as filling the 
immediate holes in the roster. 

This, essentially, was Lou Lamoriello’s reasoning for calling up Cole 
Bardreau and Hudson Fasching from AHL Bridgeport to potentially serve 
as proxies for injured regulars Kyle Palmieri and Cal Clutterbuck. 

“They’re positional recalls,” Lamoriello explained during his media 
availability prior to the start of the Islanders’ practice  at Northwell Health 
Ice Center in East Meadow on Thursday. Both Bardreau and Fasching 
practiced, but Lamoriello would not unequivocally say that the duo would 
be in the lineup for Friday night’s game at UBS Arena against the 
Nashville Predators. 

Bardreau has compiled a 5-4-9 slash line in 19 games at Bridgeport, and 
Fasching has recorded 10 points (seven goals and three assists) in 18 
games. 

“They played extremely well and [consistently] through the whole season 
in the role that they would come in with the injuries, if that is the case,” 
Lamoriello said. 

The promotions of Bardreau and Fasching coincide with existing injuries 
to Palmieri and Clutterbuck. Palmieri, the Smithtown native, has not 
played since the Islanders’ 3-2 win over the Maple Leafs on Nov. 21 in 
Toronto while Clutterbuck only played 4:11 in Tuesday night’s 3-1 loss to 
the Flyers in Philadelphia. 

Lamoriello revealed Palmieri was placed on injured reserve retroactive to 
Nov. 21 and Clutterbuck is day-to-day with an undisclosed injury, but the 
team president stressed the winger’s current ailment is not related to the 
shoulder injury which prematurely ended his 2021-22 campaign. 

When asked specifically if either had skated, Lamoriello demurred, 
saying, “When they’re healthy, they’re healthy.” 

During  practice, Fasching replaced Palmieri on the third line and 
Bardreau cycled in on the fourth line with Matt Martin, Casey Cizikas and 
Ross Johnston. 

Josh Bailey attempted to practice but left early, and was not in the 
dressing room when it was opened to reporters. It seems likely that he 
will miss his second straight game. Simon Holmstrom skated on the top 
line with Mathew Barzal and Oliver Wahlstrom. 

“He’s still one of the younger [players] we have but he’s played extremely 
well,” Lamoriello said of Holmstrom, who has played four games with the 
Islanders this season and has recorded one assist. 

Entering Friday night’s match against the Predators, the Islanders (15-9-
0, 30 points) have scored 78 goals in 24 games, an average of 3.25 
goals per game. However, of those 78 goals, 59 have come at even 
strength, which averages out to 2.45 goals per game at five-on-five. 

Neither Lamoriello nor Lane Lambert expressed concern about the even-
strength offense. 

When asked directly by Newsday if there had been any consideration 
given to promoting Aatu Raty (4-4-8 in 18 games) from Bridgeport, 
Lamoriello reiterated that the immediate need was to fill the vacancies 
left by Palmieri and Clutterbuck. 

“I’d rather not get into anything [regarding] considerations,” Lamoriello 
said. “It was positional call-ups. We could have called up other people in 
different positions but that’s not the need right now. It’s a positional need 
and also warranted on the way they have played throughout the season.” 

When specifically asked about the Islanders’ five-on-five metrics, 
Lambert said, “There’s certainly aspects of those things that have value 
and there [are] other aspects that don’t have value.” 
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1261134 New York Islanders 

 

Can Islanders’ Simon Holmstrom and others help the team cope with 
forward injuries? 

 

Kevin Kurz 

7-9 minutes 12/1/2022 

 

ELMONT, NY — One of the more under-the-radar aspects of the first two 
months of the Islanders’ season is that they have remained generally 
healthy. In fact, only Nashville — Friday’s opponent — had lost fewer 
man games to injury than the Islanders as of the beginning of this week, 
according to NHL Injury Viz.  

Suddenly, though, after playing 15 games in 29 days in November the 
Islanders are banged up, including Josh Bailey and Cal Clutterbuck, who 
came out of the lineup on Tuesday’s 3-1 loss in Philadelphia. Bailey was 
unable to play through an upper-body injury despite taking warmups and 
didn’t dress for the game, while Clutterbuck left in the first period and did 
not return. 

Kyle Palmieri was placed on injured reserve Thursday, retroactively to 
Nov. 21, when he originally suffered an upper-body injury in Toronto. 

General manager Lou Lamoriello didn’t offer any timetables on when any 
of the three forwards could return, although he did seem to indicate that 
none of them is expected to miss an extended period of time. Palmieri 
can be brought off injured reserve at any time, although he has yet to be 
seen on the ice since the morning of Nov. 23. 

Bailey took part in the first part of practice on Thursday, and although he 
wasn’t on the ice for long, that would indicate he’s not dealing with 
anything overly serious. As for Clutterbuck, who will likely miss his third 
game of the season Friday, Lamoriello said that “he recovers pretty 
quickly,” and also mentioned that the fourth-liner’s injury is not related to 
the shoulder surgery that cost him the final two months of last season. 

In the meantime, there are holes to fill as the Islanders get set for 
Friday’s game, followed by home games with Chicago on Sunday and St. 
Louis next Tuesday. 

“We keep more pucks alive, which gives him more of an opportunity 
every night to create something." 

Mathew Barzal is generating offense, and Lane Lambert's system has 
helped. Will more goals, and better results in the faceoff circle, follow? 

Cole Bardreau and Hudson Fasching joined the Islanders for Thursday’s 
practice, and at least one if not both of them could play against the 
Predators. Fasching seems like the more likely of the two to get in, as he 
skated on a line with Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Zach Parise in practice, 
while Ross Johnston was with Casey Cizikas and Matt Martin, where he 
probably belongs. 

Bardreau has nine points (5 goals, 4 assists) in 19 games with 
Bridgeport, while Fasching is tied for second on the team with seven 
goals (and three assists) in 18 games. 

Fasching has 38 games of NHL experience with Buffalo and Arizona, 
with one goal and two assists. He was scoreless in 11 games with the 
Coyotes last season, and the Islanders signed him to a one-year, 
$750,ooo contract in August. 

“I’ve done this a few times, up and down quite a bit with Arizona last 
year,” the 27-year-old said. “I think I can step in and play right away, be 
low maintenance to them, be helpful, and contribute right away.” 

The upstate New York native Bardreau is more familiar to Islanders fans, 
skating in 10 games with them in 2019-20. He famously scored his first 

career NHL goal on a penalty shot on Nov. 5, 2019, which remains his 
only one in the NHL to go along with one assist. 

“As I’ve gotten older I’m really coming to figure out what game works for 
me,” the 29-year-old Bardreau said. “I’m not trying to do too much out 
there. I know I’m a simple forward that brings energy. I’m not going to be 
dangling out there or anything like that, I’m just going to keep it simple 
and get it deep. There’s always a role for that.” 

Lamoriello clarified that the call-ups were primary based on positional 
needs. So, that’s probably at least part of the reason that a guy like Aatu 
Raty, who was scratched for Bridgeport’s game on Wednesday for 
reasons unclear, remains in the AHL. While Raty got a long look in 
training camp he skated exclusively as a center in practices and 
preseason games, and the Islanders are healthy down the middle. 

Fasching is listed as a right wing, while Bardreau played both right wing 
and left wing in the preseason. 

“We could have called up other people in the different positions but that’s 
not the need right now,” Lamoriello said. “It’s a positional need, and 
warranted on the way they have played throughout the season.” 

Regardless of which of the two Bridgeport forwards gets into the lineup 
either on Friday or moving forward, the injury situation would seem to be 
an even bigger opportunity now for Simon Holmstrom, who has one 
assist in his first four NHL games and skated with Mathew Barzal and 
Oliver Wahlstrom in practice. 

While Holmstrom seems to be an intelligent player, and he made a slick 
play leading to a Wahlstrom goal last Friday in Columbus, he’d still like to 
generate more offensively. He’s still looking for his first shot on goal — of 
his four shot attempts through four games, one has missed the net and 
three have been blocked. 

Regarding his two-way skill, Holmstrom said: “It’s one of the most 
important things here. You’ve got to be (trusted). You can’t take too big a 
risk, so I take a lot of pride in that.” 

When asked what he would like to improve as he continues to get ice 
time, he said: “A little bit more of the offensive side, just to get that going, 
because I think that’s the strongest part of my game and I think that’s one 
of the reasons why I’m here, to do that. I think I have a lot more to give 
there. A lot more.” 

Playing with Barzal should give him that opportunity, particularly in that 
Barzal has been able to drive possession for most of this season. In 34 
minutes of five-on-five time together, Barzal and Holmstrom have been 
on the ice for two Islanders goals and none against with an expected-
goals share of 47.1 percent, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

Like most wingers that have skated alongside Barzal, getting to know the 
shifty, skilled center’s tendencies takes some time. Holmstrom, the 23rd 
pick in the 2019 draft, isn’t immune to that process. 

“I’ve got to learn just how to read him,” Holmstrom said. “But, I can’t read 
him too much, because then I’m just standing there. It’s just kind of a 
balance, and I have to find it. I think I’m getting better and better at it.” 

If Holmstrom, who scored 12 goals and 43 points in 68 games with 
Bridgeport last season, can help generate offense at the NHL level, it 
would go a long way towards the Islanders being able to successfully 
cope with missing some key pieces. 

The 21-year-old rookie will continue to make his case for a full-time roster 
spot, and the general manager will be watching. 

“I think he has the ability to do that,” Lamoriello said. “He’s played 
extremely well. We feel he’s ready to take that next step. And the 
question is certainly in his hands, when given the opportunity on a 
regular basis, and that’s the only way we’re going to find out.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.02.2022 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 2, 2022 

 

1261135 New York Islanders 

 

EXCLUSIVE: Here's What Bardreau Said About Räty, Dufour & 
Holmstrom  
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Following the Bridgeport Islanders Wednesday night contest, forwards 
Cole Bardreau and Hudson Fasching were recalled and were on the ice 
at  New York Islanders Thursday practice. 

After the skate, NYI Hockey Now caught up with Cole Bardreau to 
discuss the call-up as well as discuss some of his Bridgeport Islanders 
teammates in Aatu Räty and Wiliam Dufour, along with prospect Simon 
Holmstrom, who has played the last three games for New York. 

The 29-year-old forward played 10 NHL games with New York during the 
2019-20 season, and he’s happy to be back up. 

“It’s obviously pretty exciting,” Bardreau said. “As you get older, you think 
that maybe the windows closed, you’re not gonna get to see the NHL 
again.” 

“So this time around, I’m kind of just trying to take it day by day, really 
stay in the moment and just enjoy it.” 

Bardreau has five goals and four assists in 19 games with Bridgeport this 
season, playing a fourth-line role for head coach Brent Thompson. 

The Cornell graduate has one NHL goal under his belt, which came in 
career game no. seven. It’s a goal that he and the New York Islanders 
faithful would never forget as he scored on a penalty shot, through the 
wickets of then-Ottawa Senators netminder Craig Anderson. 

“I think about [that goal] often because everyone razzes me for how bad 
of a shot it was,” Bardreau said. “It’s definitely a moment I’ll always 
remember and super fortunate to have, but like I said, this time around 
kinda was just so excited looking into the future, my first time up, that I 
really just want to try to stay in the moment and enjoy this.” 

“You never know what’s gonna be the last.” 

Bardreau on Räty 

The 20-year-old Aatu Räty has four goals and four assists in 18 games 
with the Bridgeport Islanders this season. He was held out of Bridgeport’s 
Wednesday night’s 4-3 victory over the Providence Bruins. 

The 2020 second-round pick (52nd) came over to North America last 
season after he finished up his fourth professional season in Finland. 
After going pointless in Bridgeport’s two remaining regular season 
games, he notched one goal and three assists in six Calder Cup playoff 
games. 

“He definitely has all the tools,” Bardreau said. “And I would say what 
really separates him is his work ethic. You don’t really see guys drafted 
that high or [with] that skill… I don’t want to say skill guys, but guys 
drafted that high have that compete and that kind of dedication.” 

Bardreau continued: 

“That’s something that definitely stands out to me he’s always moving his 
feet, always working. He’s never floating on the ice and then off the ice 
still he’s always working and trying to get better. And I think that’s really 
what carries guys to the next level, and what gets them through some 
rough patches. So, I think he’s going to be a good player up her one 
day.” 

Bardreau on Dufour 

The 152nd pick in the 2020 NHL Draft, William Dufour, is in his first 
season in the American Hockey League. He had a fantastic final season 
in the QMJHL with the St. John Sea Dogs, as he led the league with 56 
goals. He won QMJHL Player of the Year, won the Memorial Cup, was 
named MVP, and then went on to win gold for Team Canada at the IIHF 
World Championships. 

In 18 games with Bridgeport, Dufour has seven goals and five assists. 

“I always mess with him that he had the hardest shot in the QMJHL,” 
Bardreau said. “But no, he definitely, when he gets it off, it’s super hard. 
And I was saying earlier that I’ve actually been playing with him on the 
fourth line. I know he’s not used to kind of play in that type of role, and 
coming from the QMJHL where he put up a treasure chest full of points, 
but man, he’s fitting in nicely there.” 

“I mean, I really think that if you can kind of learn to play that simple 
game too, that’s going to get him up here even faster.” 

Bardreau on Holmstrom 

Simon Holmstrom, the 23rd overall pick in 2019, has played the last four 
games for the New York Islanders with an assist and a few steals. His 
board play and active stick have been the biggest standout. 

“This guy could be a really good player up here, Bardreau said. “And I 
think it’s just kind of getting him games, getting him confidence. And I 
think the more he’s up here, the more he plays, he’s just going to take 
off.” 

Mindset on Bridgeport 

The Bridgeport Islanders are currently third in the Atlantic Division, with a 
12-3-4-0 record. Bardreau shared that this group has a different vibe than 
Bridgeport teams he’s been on in the past. 

“This group, we got a lot of skill. I think in the past, we haven’t had a lot of 
skill, but we got a good fusion of young talent that I think is going a long 
way,” Bardreau said. Obviously, you can rattle off the prospects there, 
but I think especially at that level when you can mix in some solid, solid 
veterans and then obviously some scoring from some young guys, that’s 
when you really have success. And then on the back end, it’s obviously 
nice to have Skarek and Schneider there, so I think everything’s just kind 
of coming together nice right now.” 
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EAST MEADOW, NY–Prior to the start of Thursday’s practice, New York 
Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello addressed the media to 
provide updates. 

On the injury front, Kyle Palmieri status has gone from day-to-day to 
Injured Reserve, retroactive to Nov. 21. That means he can return to 
action whenever he is healthy. Lamoriello does not believe LTIR will be 
needed for him. 

Lamoriello would not share if Palmieri has skated yet. 

Cal Clutterbuck, who only played 4:11 minutes on Tuesday night, is 
considered day-to-day with no further update on what is ailing him. 
Lamoriello did mention that his shoulder is not the part that is injured. 

Clutterbuck has come out of games early already this season, along with 
missing the season opener. But Lamoriello is not concerned. 

“I think you’re always concerned when a player gets injured, but he 
recovers pretty quickly,” Lamoriello said.  “That’s the one thing that he’s 
capable of. And our concerns will only be there if we feel that it’s 
something that necessitates that. Right now, we don’t feel that.” 

Josh Bailey remains day-to-day (upper-body) as he was a late healthy 
scratch Tuesday night. He was on the ice before practice, as Lamoriello 
said they will see how he feels. 

With three forwards injured, the Islanders have recalled forwards Hudson 
Fasching and Cole Bardreau. 

“Well, first of all, they are positional recalls. So they played extremely 
well,” Lamoriello said. “They’ve been consistent through the whole 
season. And in the role that they would come in, with the injuries if that is 
the case as far as the needs, they both fill that role.” 

Fasching has seven goals and three assists in 18 games this season 
with the Bridgeport Islanders, and Bardreau has five goals and four 
assists in 19 games. 

“It means a lot. I mean to be part of a new organization, to have this 
opportunity, it’s everything,” Fasching said. “That’s what we work for in 
this sport is to try to get called up to the highest level.” 

“It’s obviously pretty exciting,” Bardreau said. “When you get to kind of do 
my age you think your opportunity might be gone there, that you’re not 
going to get another look at it, so it kind of just trying to stay in the 
moment and enjoy it.” 

Simon Holmstrom, who has played in each of the last three Islanders 
games, remains up with the club after a paper transaction Wednesday 
had him reassigned to Bridgeport. 

“He’s played extremely well,” Lamoriello said. “We feel he’s ready to take 
that next step. And the question is…certainly in his hands when given the 
opportunity on a regular basis, and that’s the only way we’re going to find 
out [if he’s ready].” 

Defenseman Robin Salo remains in Bridgeport while the Islanders figure 
out their forward groups. 

The New York Islanders host the Nashville Predators Friday night, and 
we shall see during morning skate if any of the injured players are back. 
If not expect Fasching to be in the starting lineup and make his New York 
Islanders debut. 
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If you had a busy Wednesday, you likely missed some things as the New 
York Islanders returned two players to Bridgeport, while a regular was 
held out of the AHL lineup. 

The stay started with defenseman Robin Salo heading back to 
Bridgeport, as it mimicked what happened to him on Sunday. The 
Bridgeport Islanders had Salo play later that evening, and he was back 
up with the Islanders for their practice on Monday morning.  

Salo played in Bridgeport’s 4-3 win Wednesday night, notching a 
secondary assist on William Dufour’s (2020, 5th rd) seventh goal of the 
season. 

Aatu Räty, arguably the Islanders’ top prospect, was held out of 
Bridgeport’s game. Head coach Brent Thompson has rotated his lineup 
this season, but Räty has never been removed from the lineup. No injury 
was announced. 

In 18 games, Räty has four goals and four assists, and there’s a strong 
chance his 19th game of the season will be his first NHL game. 

There has not been an announcement yet, but there’s a strong chance 
that Räty has been recalled. Following Bridgeport’s game, the Islanders 
optioned Simon Holmstrom back to Bridgeport after he was solid in his 
first three NHL games, notching an assist and playing a strong defensive 
brand of hockey. 

With no update as of Wednesday night on the status of Kyle Palmieri 
(upper-body, day-to-day), Josh Bailey (upper-body, day-to-day), and Cal 
Clutterbuck (undisclosed), the Islanders will likely need a player for 
Friday night’s contest against the Nashville Predators. 

Ross Johnston is the only extra currently rostered, as the Islanders will 
need to recall a forward unless two of their injured players play. 

The New York Islanders had made it through the first quarter of the 2022-
23 season with little to no injury concerns. But over the last week, the 
injuries have started to pile up. The Islanders depth will be tested, with 
head coach Lane Lambert confident in the players he has. New York 
Islanders. 

Following Tuesday’s morning skate, we spoke to Robin Salo again to get 
an update on how he was feeling. He spoke on what his experience has 
been like as the seventh defensemen, his trips back and forth to 
Bridgeport and what he’s learned about his game. New York Islanders. 

The topic of discussion throughout the days leading up to the New York 
Islanders’ rematch with the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday night was if 
the bad blood would carry over. New York Islanders head coach Lane 
Lambert didn’t think so. Well, it did as there were two fights in the 
opening eight seconds. New York Islanders. 
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