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NHL Power Rankings: A 32-team Christmas wish list, Maple Leafs make their jump 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

December is here, the holiday season is upon us, and it’s 
time to think about what everyone wants for Christmas. 
Hockey Santa is making a list, he’s checking it twice and he’s 
ready to deliver some goodies later this month. 

We’re kicking off the holiday season by offering up one item 
on every team’s wish list. If you don’t see your favorite team 
unwrapping these exact gifts on Dec. 25, just know that it’s 
because they’re a very naughty team that got a lump of coal 
instead. Or they just don’t celebrate. Either way, everyone 
has stuff they could use. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 19-3-0 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Wish List: A nice, thoughtful, handwritten card for our friend 
Patrice Bergeron that says how proud we are of him for all 
his success throughout his career. 

What do you get for someone who has it all? Something from 
the heart. The Bruins have starpower and they have depth. 
They have a strong group of forwards and defensemen. 
They have a terrific starter and a capable backup. They have 
it all and that makes gift-giving really difficult. 

So we searched deep in our souls for something special and 
landed on a Christmas card. It’s for Patrice, the King of 
Boston, a universally likable all-world talent that is on a 
mission to finish his illustrious career with one more Stanley 
Cup. We’re rooting for you, buddy! 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 19-4-1 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

Wish List: For Vitek Vanecek to not change anything he is 
doing whatsoever. 

During the Devils’ win streak, it felt almost unfair to bring up 
the priors of the goaltender who was chiefly responsible for 
it. Vanecek was great, going 9-0-0 with a .933 save 
percentage during that run, and the group around him is, for 
now, wagon-esque. He’s only in his third NHL season. New 
Jersey is really good and really fun! Everyone is having a 
good time! Vanecek may well turn out to be good enough! 

Sixteen games does not a season make, though. And it 
doesn’t undo two deeply pedestrian seasons in Washington, 
or the fact that his best season as a pro was when he went 
.917 with the South Carolina Stingrays in 2015-16, or that 
he’s gotten the hook in two straight playoff series. Is 

Vanecek good enough to help the Devils compete? Clearly. 
Saying anything more, though, would not be wise at this 
juncture. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 15-5-5 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

Wish List: Please, god, at least one playoff-round win. 

Dom wrote this, but you already knew that. 

4. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 13-7-1 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 5 

Wish List: The return of Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri 
Nichushkin, Evan Rodrigues and Bowen Byram. 

The Avs, officially, have Great Team DNA. Hiccups against 
Winnipeg and Vancouver aside, they’ve still won nine of their 
last 12 with the third-best expected goals rate in the league 
in that span. Does it feel like they’re hanging out in third 
gear? Sure. Is that understandable? Yes, and doubly so, 
given that Landeskog (knee surgery) has played a grand 
total of zero games, Nichushkin (lower body) has been out 
since a week before Halloween and Byram (lower body) has 
sat since Nov. 4. Now Rodrigues — who was getting major 
middle-six minutes while Landeskog and Nichushkin sat — 
will miss 2-4 weeks with a lower-body injury of his own. 

That’s a whole lot of firepower on the bench, and it bit them, 
particularly against the Jets. It also ends soon. Everyone but 
Rodrigues is skating. The rest of the lineup has adequately 
tread water. Cup-caliber water treading there, baby. 

5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 14-6-4 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 4 

Wish List: For Jason Robertson to play more than 18 
minutes per game. 

Robertson is a literal robot. There’s no other explanation for 
his mechanized efficiency scoring 22 goals in 24 games 
while averaging fewer than 18 minutes per night. Somehow. 
In the salary cap era, the highest goal total for a player 
playing under 18 minutes is Teemu Selanne’s 48-goal 
season in 2006-07. Robertson is nearly halfway there with 58 
games to go and it’s more than likely that he will obliterate 
that mark. He’s currently scoring 3.12 goals-per-60 which is 
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almost a goal per 60 better than Auston Matthews last year 
at 2.39, the previous analytics era high. 

We are begging the Stars to maybe try giving him a little bit 
more ice time. Nothing too crazy, just an extra minute. 
Imagine what The Robot can do with a little more time out 
there. 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 17-7-1 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 6 

Wish List: A Vegas Flu outbreak. 

Even after blowing a couple leads in Pittsburgh on Thursday 
— the Penguins stomped Vegas at 5-on-5, dropping 15 high-
danger chances on Logan Thompson — the Golden Knights 
are still doing their best work away from T-Mobile Arena, 
going 10-2-1 against a home record of 7-5-1. Is that still an 
early-season blip? Maybe but it’s also funny, given that it’s a 
hard 180-degree turn from the early days. Vegas is played 
out for hockey teams, apparently. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 14-6-1 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 

Wish List: Some damn respect from The Power Rankings 
Boys. 

And folks, Santa came early! 

That’s three straight weeks in the top 10 for Our Winnipeg 
Jets! We love them! Their last two games in particular have 
been a stamp on what this team can be with back-to-back 
five-goal wins – one of which was against Colorado. 

Early in the season, this was looking like Connor Hellebuyck 
and friends, but over the last month, those friends have 
come to play. The Jets have a 53 percent expected goals 
rate in November and when you combine that with one of the 
best goaltenders in the world, you have a real recipe for 
success. We’re on board. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 14-8-1 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 7 

Wish List: For whoever “Freaky Friday”-d Victor Hedman to 
return his body. 

On one hand for the Lightning, Mikhail Sergachev appears to 
be adjusting nicely to his bazillion-dollar, 600-year contract. 
He’s got 21 points, including 12 on the power play since 
taking Hedman’s place on the first unit, with good underlying 
five-on-five numbers. But — as we’ve noted here before — 
Hedman’s play is approaching, “Hey, are we sure he’s OK?” 
territory. At a minimum, it’s a shock to see him sitting at 46 
percent expected goals on Dec. 1. We’ve seen some dips 
from him in the past, and he’s always regained his form, but, 

yes, it’s time to see if anyone is hanging around the Lightning 
facility and wearing a suspicious amulet. Explanations will 
soon be needed. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 13-6-5 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 9 

Wish List: Oomph-per-60. Depth scoring. 

Martin Necas: 26 points 
Sebastian Aho: 25 points 
Andrei Svechnikov: 24 points 

*A gaping chasm* 

Jordan Martinook: 12 points 

Is that good? That does not seem good. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 15-5-3 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 10 

Wish List: A time machine that can unsign Philipp Grubauer. 

Now, did Grubauer just toss up a 21-for-23 night against the 
Caps? Yep. Has Martin Jones returned from orbit over the 
last week or so? Certainly. An eight-goal evening will put a 
dent in the ol’ stat line. But both of those guys have sub-.900 
save percentages and negative GSAx, and only one of them 
is signed for $5.9 annually through 2026-27. And it ain’t 
Jones. 

11. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 15-9-0 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 11 

Wish List: A one-hour cameo from Barry Trotz where the 
Islanders relearn how to defend. 

God bless Ilya Sorokin’s heroic goaltending because who 
knows where the Islanders would be without it. Only four 
teams allow more chances than the Islanders, and their 
expected team save percentage is .889, ahead of only 
Philadelphia and Montreal. Actual retail price: a .922. That’s 
second only to the Bruins, a remarkable difference made 
possible by Sorokin. He could use some help in his own end 
and we know from watching this team over the past few 
seasons that they have the ability to be a better defensive 
club. One practice with Trotz should be enough of a 
reminder. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 12-8-4 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 12 

Wish List: A productive power play. 
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Credit to Kasperi Kapanen. His game-winning goal against 
Vegas on Thursday night — his second on the season, 
period, and first since a seven-game run on the bench 
—  wound up qualifying as the biggest shocker of the night. 
That was a tall order, given that Pittsburgh tied the game on 
a third-period power-play by Jake Guentzel after that unit 
spent most of the game looking fully inept 

It’s nothing new there, either. The Penguins’ power play is 
27th in the league (16.1 percent) even after some recent 
signs of life. Turning quality looks (9.14 expected goals/60 
vs. 6.09 actual goals/60) would go a long way, but something 
needs to change. 

13. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 11-9-4 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 13 

Wish List: A save. 

Going into Thursday’s win over the Canucks, the Panthers 
had dropped six of their last seven. The common 
denominator in all six of those losses was one of Sergei 
Bobrovsky or Spencer Knight ruining everything. The team’s 
lone win during that stretch was against Boston and lo and 
behold it was a game where they got above-average 
goaltending. Weird how that works. Thursday’s win against 
Vancouver featured the same recipe. 

Teams don’t need elite goaltending to win, but they do need 
some semblance of it more often than not. Florida has not 
been getting it enough. Of course, that’s not the team’s only 
problem given its lack of finishing, but the talent on the team 
seems like it’ll win out. The goaltending issues, though, may 
need a Christmas miracle. 

14. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 11-6-5 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 14 

Wish List: A cure for the sophomore slump. 

There aren’t a ton of ways to positively frame Moritz Seider’s 
season thus far. He’s averaging -0.25 GSVA per night. (That 
is, indeed, a minus sign.) Last season, his point production 
helped offset some dodgy underlyings, and he’s not getting 
that so far in 2022-23. The bright side, if you want to call it 
that, is that the Red Wings goaltenders have struggled with 
him on the ice (.874 save percentage), which has contributed 
to his 33 percent goal rate — but he’s also one of the 
defensemen playing in front of those goalies. So, yeah, turns 
out there’s work to be done before he wins a Norris or three. 

15. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 11-9-4 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 16 

Wish List: To go back to “fake” winning instead of “Deserve 
To Win-O-Meter” winning. 

I’m guessing life was a lot cooler last year when the Rangers 
were disrespectfully ranked 15th in the Power Rankings 
while actually winning games regularly. That’s way better 
than being 15th because we believe in them more than their 
record indicates. Who cares about that – you know what’s 
better than expected goals? Real goals. Can’t spell 
“underlying numbers” without “lying.” 

16. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 10-10-3 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 15 

Wish List: Jonathan Huberdeau to stop playing defense and 
start putting up buckets. 

Here’s how it was supposed to work: Darryl Sutter helped 
Jonathan Huberdeau morph into Johnny Gaudreau 2.0, a 
supreme play-making winger with a coach-instilled sense of 
territorial dominance and newly sparkling five-on-five 
numbers. 

Here’s how it is working: Huberdeau started Thursday with 
as many points as Luke Kunin (12) and was riding shotgun 
on a low-event, defense-first line with Mikael Backlund. It 
feels … wrong. Abnormal. Unnatural. If this is the cost, it’s 
too high. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 13-11-0 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 17 

Wish List: An end to whatever hex was put on Connor 
McDavid’s five-on-five offense. 

Connor McDavid has a chokehold on the scoring lead every 
season, but the last two seasons have been curious in how 
unlucky he’s been at five-on-five. It’s a testament to his 
otherworldly gifts that he still makes plenty of hay anyway, 
but in the game’s most common state he’s actually been 
unlucky. That’s especially true this year where the Oilers 
should have 3.45 goals-per-60 with McDavid on the ice, but 
are at 2.74 instead. 

Over the last two seasons, McDavid is essentially first in 
chances created at five-on-five, but somehow ranks 62nd in 
actual goals. In the two seasons prior he was 13th and 
seventh respectively earning way more goals than expected. 
He’s gone from third in points-per-60 at 3.14 to 33rd at 2.5. 
McDavid! 33rd! 

All this is to say that we really want McDavid back to his five-
on-five dominance. He’s on pace for 147 points without it. 
Imagine what he’s capable of at his usual level? 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 11-9-2 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 19 

Wish List: Marco Rossi racking up points in big minutes, 
wherever that may be. 
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Minnesota’s preseason forward group made a whole bunch 
of sense, if you were of the mindset that Rossi was ready to 
take over as a second-line center. He wasn’t (one point in 16 
games), and the bench is no place for a 21-year-old, first-
round pick. Thus, he’s trying to figure things out in Iowa, and 
the early AHL returns (four points in two games) are fine. 
The Wild are short on firepower and cap space, though, so 
their playoff plans may well hinge on him figuring it out on a 
bigger stage. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 11-9-2 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 20 

Wish List: Last year’s power play. 

Nashville had one of the league’s best power plays last 
season clicking at 24.4 percent, good for sixth in the league. 
This year, the Predators are at a pedestrian 16.1 percent, 
good for 28th in the league. It’s not the only reason the team 
is outside the playoff picture, but it’s definitely a contributing 
factor. A return to form could cure what currently ails them. 

20. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 11-12-0 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 18 

Wish List: Another winning streak. 

They’ve lost four of five, so the roller coaster — much like 
Jordan Binnington — is on the way down. 

They’re sixth in high-danger chances against, and 16th for, 
though. “Less boring than the average team” and “extremely 
streaky” makes for an entertaining watch. 

21. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 12-9-4 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 21 

Wish List: A new home for Cal Petersen. 

After this year, the Kings are still on the hook for two more 
seasons at $5 million per. Ouch. That’s a rough cap hit for a 
goalie that’s been fighting through it over the past two 
seasons. Petersen once looked like the goalie of the future 
for Los Angeles, but the present is looking grim, since he 
cleared waivers earlier this week. A catastrophic game 
against the Kraken basically sealed his fate. 

22. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 12-10-1 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 23 

Wish List: A high pick for Sean Monahan. 

Some genius wrote this when the Canadiens traded for 
Monahan: “Perfect move for a terrible team. No notes. The 

Habs, effective as their first offseason under Jeff Gorton and 
Kent Hughes has been, aren’t winning anything in the 
immediate future. Why not add a first-round pick, even a late 
one, for the $6.375 million remaining on Monahan’s deal? If 
he comes back from another hip surgery and shows he’s still 
a viable middle-six NHL center? Great. Retain half of his 
salary, then flip him at the deadline for even more.” 

And here we are. Monahan has 14 points in 22 games, 
looking very much like a guy who’ll net Gorton and Hughes 
something at the deadline, should they wish to go that route. 
Whatever happens, let’s hope it’s what Monahan wants; he’s 
always seemed like a genuinely good dude. 

23. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 10-13-1 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 22 

Wish List: A statue for Tage Thompson outside KeyBank 
Center. 

Some would say this is premature. We say it’s prudent given 
the rocket-like trajectory Tage is on right now. This 
guy oozes oomph and it’s only a matter of time before he 
actually earns a statue – why not just start building it now? If 
it’s not outside KeyBank Center, feel free to build it outside 
Power Rankings HQ, we’ll keep it safe for the next decade. 

Tage is on pace for 51 goals and 109 points by the way. Just 
an absolute monster of a player. 

24. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 10-11-4 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

Wish List: More goals for Alex Ovechkin. 

After Thursday’s OT loss to Seattle, the Caps are sixth in the 
Metro, sixth in the wild card and 22nd in expected goals 
percentage. As far as them being a legit contender, it, uh, 
feels over. Ovechkin is still filling it up and breaking wild 
records, though. That’ll keep happening for a while. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 8-13-1 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 25 

Wish List: Barry Trotz, full-time, after his one-hour cameo 
with the Islanders. 

The Senators not taking the big step many expected is 
probably not all on DJ Smith considering the team’s 
underlying process seems sound. But with the talent this 
team has accrued, Trotz feels like a good fit to take Ottawa 
to the next level in its rebuild. Trotz is not a perfect coach, 
especially with young talent (and that may be a problem with 
this particular team), but he’s one of the best for a reason. 
Ottawa could use a fresh voice for the next part of its 
journey. 
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26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 9-12-3 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 27 

Wish List: Someone to tear off the band-aid. 

A 5-5-0 run, plus the fact that they play in the Pacific 
Division, seemed like reason for squint-and-you-can-see-it 
optimism for the Canucks. Thursday brought a 5-1 loss to 
Florida and an injured goaltender. Acceptance mode will 
follow, eventually. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 
Record:8-14-4 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 26 

Wish List: Someone willing to take on Erik Karlsson’s 
enormous contract now that he’s good again. 

Karlsson’s renaissance season has been one of the 
marquee stories of the first quarter and for a rebuilding team 
it’s a perfect time to strike. With each passing game, 
Karlsson’s value continues to be rehabilitated enough that 
his huge deal now feels actually movable. What he’s done is 
clearly not enough to make the Sharks a playoff team and 
may in fact be actively hurting the greater good of building a 
solid foundation for the future. There’s no point in him 
languishing here when his services can actually be used 
elsewhere. Does another team dare take on the risk given 
the current salary cap landscape? We hope so because that 
would be a fun trade – and it would just be fun to see 
Karlsson flourish somewhere the games actually matter. 
That’s not here. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 8-11-5 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Wish List: Another 10-game losing streak. 

The Flyers are 28th in expected goals percentage with the 
worst power play in the league. If Carter Hart stubs his toe, 
they’re going to drop even further down the ladder. Given the 
total absence of top-end talent from the organization, that’s a 
good thing. Wins are bad, at the moment. This season 
would’ve been a mushy-middle mess, at best, even with 
Sean Couturier in the lineup. Now, they’re at least on track to 
come of it with a decent shot at a top pick. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 
Record: 7-10-3 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

Wish List: A king’s ransom for Jakob Chychrun. 

He had a trying season last year, but Chychrun has posted 
some strong numbers in the five games since he’s returned. 
That might be good news for Arizona’s asking price for the 
star defender. The asking price is currently The Moon, but 
the Coyotes may settle for something smaller under the right 
circumstances. Hopefully they pull it off before the Christmas 
trade freeze because right now he’s part of the problem in 
Arizona – the problem being that the team is actually winning 
hockey games. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 7-12-2 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 29 

Wish List: A troll turn for Patrik Laine. 

Now that he’s worn bright colors often enough for folks to 
notice, let’s see Laine pivot hard to, like, suburban dadcore 
so we can see how that’s received. “Ah yes, a Columbia 
quarter-zip paired with New Balances. Check out those grass 
stains. An act of bravery.” 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 6-12-4 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Wish List: Conor Bedard. 

They’ve been begging Santa for months, but unfortunately 
for the Blackhawks, so have a few other teams. Chicago has 
done some excellent work of late to put itself firmly in the mix 
losing eight straight and 14 of 16 – but Bedard is a hot item 
this holiday season. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 6-16-2 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

Wish List: A fast forward button to April. 

They finally won in regulation. Pour one out for the early 
season’s best running joke.
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NHL exes: The strangest player for each team to see in an opponent’s jersey  

It’s always a strange feeling to see a favorite player — 
someone once part of your team’s core — come back to 
town in an opponent’s jersey after leaving in free agency or a 
trade. 

Right now in the NHL, the feeling’s going around. 

This week, former Flames staples Matthew Tkachuk and 
Sean Monahan each took the ice in Calgary, now wearing 
Panthers and Canadiens colors, respectively. Next week, it’ll 
be Ryan McDonagh returning to Tampa to face his 
championship teammates and then yet another Flames 
reunion, with Calgary in Columbus to play Johnny Gaudreau 
and the Blue Jackets. 

To mark these returns, we asked our staff which current 
player is the strangest for each NHL team to see in an 
opponent’s — or, worse, rival’s — jersey. Here’s what they 
said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Hampus Lindholm: We’re talking about recent history and not 
going back through the years, so I’d say it is oddest to see 
Lindholm in a Bruins sweater, given the importance he had 
on Anaheim’s blue line for nine seasons. Lindholm came 
along at a time when the Ducks were very good. He ate a lot 
of minutes and handled a lot of the team’s toughest 
defensive assignments, and he might still be in Anaheim if he 
hadn’t been looking for a max-term extension. He got seven 
years in Boston and is rewarding the B’s with the best start of 
his career. It’s working out great for him. Not so much for the 
Ducks or their fans. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson: OEL looked as if he’d be a Coyote for 
life when then-GM John Chayka signed him to an eight-year, 
$66 million contract with a full no-move back on July 1, 2018, 
some nine years after they’d drafted him in the first round. 
But then the regime changed, and after 769 games and 388 
points, plus three seasons as the team’s captain, Ekman-
Larsson was traded to Vancouver. He said it himself: He put 
his “heart and soul” into the Coyotes organization. It took a 
long time for him to digest the fact that they wanted him — or 
at least his contract — gone. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Torey Krug: In 2019-20, the final season of his four-year, $21 
million deal, it was a given that Krug was headed to free 
agency. It didn’t make sense for the Bruins to give the 29-
year-old defenseman the term he would get on the free 
market. The Bruins had Matt Grzelcyk, a similarly undersized 
left-shot defenseman, under team control. That said, the 
Bruins didn’t want to say goodbye to Krug. He turned himself 
into an elite power-play quarterback and a consistent even-
strength defender in his nine seasons with Boston, helping 
the Bruins to two Stanley Cup Finals. Watching him then sign 
with the Blues, the opponent in the latter of those Finals, 
didn’t make it any easier. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Jack Eichel: Jack Eichel has the star power and electric 
playing style to fit in wearing the Golden Knights jersey, but 
it’s still an adjustment after he spent the first six seasons with 
the Sabres. When Buffalo drafted him No. 2 in the 2015 
draft, nobody pictured him wearing anything but blue and 
gold. Maybe because the divorce was ugly and the reunions 
have been intense, the Golden Knights jersey will look more 
and more natural on him over time. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Johnny Gaudreau: It’s so hard to pick between Matthew 
Tkachuk, Sean Monahan and Gaudreau here. Mark 
Giordano could have also been considered, too, but he’s 
suited up for two NHL teams since leaving Calgary, giving us 
time to adjust. The Flames weren’t all that committed to 
booing Tkachuk when he visited this week, perhaps knowing 
it was time to move on to the next chapter. Losing Gaudreau 
as a free agent for nothing still stings, and while there’s 
nothing wrong with him wanting to be closer to home, the 
Blue Jackets jersey is definitely strange. Finally, there’s 
Monahan. He didn’t ask to leave the Flames — his decline 
due to injuries made him expendable — but did anyone 
expect him to be nearly on par this season with Nazem 
Kadri, the guy replacing him in the lineup? So, how to 
decide? Flames fans said hello and goodbye to Tkachuk 
twice in late November, and then to Monahan on Thursday. 
Next Friday, they get their first look at Gaudreau in 
Columbus. That these games are all jumbled together makes 
it even weirder, but we’ll go with Gaudreau just for the 
anticipation factor. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Brock McGinn: He might not be synonymous with the 
Hurricanes, but Brock McGinn playing in a Penguins uniform 
is certainly surreal. Eric Staal, the easy answer, is with his 
fifth team since Raleigh, so we’ve gotten used to that. 
McGinn, like Staal, was drafted and developed by the team, 
and he epitomized coach Rod Brind’Amour’s “whatever it 
takes” attitude. Most memorably, he scored the game-winner 
in double overtime of Game 7 against the Capitals in the first 
round of the 2019 playoffs, cementing Carolina’s return to 
relevance and immortalizing himself in Hurricanes lore. 
Seeing him in another uniform will probably never look right. 
— Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Artemi Panarin: There’s an easy joke to be made here about 
seeing Patrick Kane or Jonathan Toews in the visitors locker 
room at the United Center in a few months, and perhaps 
nothing will be as weird as seeing Duncan Keith in an Oilers 
jersey last season. But for now, it’s still Artemi Panarin. Not 
because the wound is still fresh for the fan base or anything 
(it’s been more than five years now) but because of what 
Panarin represents — lost opportunity. Chicago likely would 
have lost him eventually for cap reasons, but trading him 
(and Niklas Hjalmarsson the same fateful morning) early 
likely took two or three years off the Blackhawks’ contention 
window, and it robbed Kane of two or three more MVP-type 
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seasons in the prime of his career. It’s the great What If of 
recent Blackhawks history. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Nazem Kadri: This is a tricky question for the Avalanche. 
Former players Ryan O’Reilly and Matt Duchene have been 
gone long enough that the weirdness has faded, so let’s go 
with Kadri, whose departure is still fresh. Even though it 
became clear after his strong 2021-22 season that the 
Avalanche were going to have a tough time affording him in 
free agency, it was strange seeing him in opposing threads 
when Colorado played Calgary in the second game of the 
season. He had big postseason moments during Colorado’s 
run to the Stanley Cup, including an overtime winner in 
Game 4, and the short offseason led to a more jarring 
transition. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Nick Foligno: The Blue Jackets have watched several 
prominent players leave town in recent seasons — Seth 
Jones, Artemi Panarin, Pierre-Luc Dubois, etc. — but the 
one who looks most out of place in his new duds is Foligno, 
the former Jackets’ captain who now plays for Boston. 
Foligno spent nine seasons in Columbus, playing a starring 
or supporting role in some of the Blue Jackets’ best seasons 
and biggest moments. He and his family left a major mark on 
the community, most notably with a $1 million donation to 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital after his daughter was 
diagnosed with a rare heart defect. The Folignos are building 
a house in Columbus for when he eventually retires. The 
black and gold is but a temporary color scheme. — Aaron 
Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

John Klingberg: Klingberg, a Stars 2010 fifth-round draft pick, 
broke out in Dallas in the 2014-15 season and was signed to 
a seven-year deal. Over the course of the contract, he 
provided dazzling dangles on the blue line, proved lethal on 
the power play and was incredibly involved in the community 
and charitable work with the Dallas Stars Foundation. Until 
the end, Klingberg maintained he wanted to stay in Dallas, 
and the Stars said they wanted him back. His former agent 
misjudged the market, and the fan-favorite defenseman 
ended up in Anaheim this past summer. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Anthony Mantha: There is no shortage of candidates here, 
as Detroit’s rebuild has seen several prominent players 
traded away over the last few seasons. Gustav Nyquist and 
Tomas Tatar were some of the final ties to the playoff era, 
and that certainly made their departures poignant. But the 
one that stands out most is Mantha. He was once considered 
a part of the core that would eventually emerge from the 
rebuild into contention. Instead, just months after Steve 
Yzerman signed him to a contract extension, he was dealt for 
Jakub Vrana and two draft picks. It’s getting more normal 
nearly two years later, but it’s still a bit jarring to see 
Mantha’s trademark white stick paired with a Capitals jersey 
while the Red Wings rebuild continues without him. — Max 
Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Adam Larsson: The Oilers don’t have a clear-cut choice. 
Larsson is the pick because he represents the most recent 
deletion of a key player and because he decided to leave an 
Oilers team on the rise to sign with an expansion squad. His 
departure left Oilers management scrambling, and they 
responded by getting Cody Ceci in free agency, a decision 
that’s worked out well so far. Still, Larsson signing with the 
Kraken was surprising — and he’s missed on the Edmonton 
blue line. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Jonathan Huberdeau: Seeing Matthew Tkachuk land in 
South Florida wasn’t much of a surprise — but seeing who 
headed back to Calgary certainly qualifies as one. All due 
credit to MacKenzie Weegar, who’d emerged as a legit top-
end, top-pair guy over the previous few seasons, but 
Huberdeau was a fixture for the Panthers on and off the ice 
since he was a teenager. Throw in how open he’s been 
about how shocked and hurt the trade left him, and this is 
about as easy a call as we can make. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Alec Martinez: Given that the Kings have run it back with 
basically the same cast this season, I can’t say it’s someone 
from the present era. Jeff Carter could have been a choice, 
but his memorable time in L.A. ran its course, and he didn’t 
come up with the club originally. For my money, it’s still a bit 
odd to see Martinez in another sweater. The 35-year-old 
Vegas defenseman was homegrown by the Kings and an 
underrated member of a stout blue line for 10-plus seasons. 
You wouldn’t be a true fan if you didn’t remember his 
monstrous overtime goal to eliminate Chicago and send the 
Kings to the Stanley Cup Final or the double-overtime jump-
for-joy finish against the Rangers to clinch the club’s second 
Cup triumph in three years. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Zach Parise and Ryan Suter: Yeah, it’s weird seeing Kevin 
Fiala in black and white with one of those silver helmets, but 
it’s still weirder seeing Zach Parise and Ryan Suter wearing 
Islanders and Stars colors. In 2012, there was so much hope 
in the Twin Cities when Parise and Suter signed matching 
13-year, $98 million deals. But in July 2021, general 
manager Bill Guerin made the bold decision to clean house 
and buy them both out. Parise finished with 199 goals and 
400 points with the Wild (third in both categories in Wild 
history), while Suter’s 369 points is tops among Wild 
defensemen in history. Parise signed consecutive one-year 
deals to play for his late father’s old team, the Islanders, and 
his first GM in New Jersey, Lou Lamoriello, while Suter’s in 
the second year of a four-year deal with Dallas. — Michael 
Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Artturi Lehkonen: A Canadiens’ second-rounder in 2012, 
Lehkonen was a staple in the Montreal lineup from 2016 until 
being traded to the Avalance on March 21. As a smaller, 
speedy player and hard worker with plenty of two-way 
acumen but a lack of finish, he was also so typical of the 
Canadiens. Lehkonen was praised by his coaches and 
teammates for doing the little things right and being severely 
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undervalued. While fans may think this was lip service, 
seeing what he’s done with Colorado proves that, with high-
end players around him, he can be the perfect complement, 
and it’s unfortunate he never got to blossom that way in 
Montreal. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Nashville Predators 

Viktor Arvidsson: The Preds have parted with a few core 
players in recent years, but no move was met with the same 
disapproval — from fans and players on the team — as the 
2021 trade of Arvidsson to the Kings. “Arvy Hustle” was 
central to the team’s 2016 to ’18 flirtation with the upper 
reaches of the league. He set the team’s single-season goals 
record with 34 in 2018-19 (since passed by Filip Fosberg and 
Matt Duchene) and combined with Forsberg and Ryan 
Johansen on one of the NHL’s best lines. It’s still strange at 
times to see those two working together without him hopping 
in front of goalies to tip pucks or blasting one from the right 
circle. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Zach Parise: If we could go all the way back to Martin 
Brodeur playing for the Blues, that would be the slam dunk 
for this. That was as weird as it gets, for the Devils or maybe 
any team. But since we’re sticking with active players, let’s 
go with Parise. After being picked No. 17 in the 2003 draft, 
he spent seven seasons in New Jersey. When he signed that 
massive contract in Minnesota, it was definitely odd to see 
him drop his red sweater. And now the Devils get to see him 
in opposing threads even more regularly, playing for the 
Metro-rival Islanders. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Devon Toews: The sting of seeing Toews become an elite-
level defenseman for a Stanley Cup-winning Avalanche team 
is probably still there for a good chunk of the Islanders fan 
base. While the Islanders are still able to ice a pretty good 
defensive core now, and Noah Dobson’s development has 
helped to ease the pain of losing Toews for only a pair of 
second-round picks, there’s not much doubt that the 
organization should have found a way to keep him around, 
even with the salary cap gymnastics it would have taken to 
do it. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Mats Zuccarello: The Rangers dealt Zuccarello to the Stars 
at the 2018-19 trade deadline, so this isn’t about the wound 
still being fresh or anything. It’s simply that Zuccarello was 
such an integral part of the 2014 to 2017 Rangers run: an 
undersized, undrafted free agent who became a dependable 
scorer during those years. Some of the other guys from the 
2014 Cup Final squad are still around, but no one gets more 
love from Rangers fans than “Zucc.” — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Colin White: I think Ottawa fans have adjusted to seeing 
popular players like Erik Karlsson, Mark Stone and Jean-
Gabriel Pageau wearing different jerseys. If we were doing 
this survey back in 2020, those three players would have 
been easy answers to this question. There also might be a 
temptation to choose Craig Anderson, with the Sabres now, 
but it’s been almost three years since the netminder last 

played for Ottawa. So I’ll go with Colin White playing for the 
Panthers. White was a first-round pick by Ottawa in 2015 
and suited up for more than 200 games with the Senators. 
He was the first player to sign a long-term contract to commit 
to Ottawa during the rebuild, so we figured he would be here 
for the long haul. But he was bought out by the Senators this 
summer. It’s still a bit jarring to see the forward wearing a 
Panthers jersey. — Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Claude Giroux: This is an obvious one. Giroux is 
Philadelphia’s longest-tenured captain and second in team 
history in games played and points. He was supposed to 
finish his career as a Flyer. Instead, ineptitude from the front 
office over the course of a decade led to the club collapsing 
around him, and ultimately that resulted in a deadline trade 
to Florida, and then a long-term pact signed with the 
Senators. But Giroux, on some level, will always be a Flyer. 
He never really wanted to leave in the first place, and if the 
reception he received in his farewell game and in his first 
game back in the City of Brotherly Love wearing another 
team’s jersey was any indication, the bulk of the fan base 
feels the same way. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Marc-Andre Fleury: All these years later, seeing “The Flower” 
don a crest that isn’t the Skating Penguin is still jarring. 
Fleury was as beloved as any teammate among the 
Penguins, and that adoration extended to the fans in 
Pittsburgh. He’s easily the player that fans are most 
disappointed didn’t finish his career with the Penguins — as 
evidenced by the internet trying to bring him back any time 
he seems even slightly available for a possible move. — Rob 
Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Joe Pavelski: Pavelski is in his fourth season with the Stars, 
but he’s still one of the most popular players in Sharks 
history. His departure also coincides with what is now the 
longest period without a playoff berth in franchise history, 
and he’s had a lot of success in Dallas. Pavelski’s 188 points 
since joining the Stars are more than anyone has had for the 
Sharks in the same time, and he’s just five goals shy of Timo 
Meier’s 81, which leads San Jose over that stretch. To make 
matters worse, the player who ostensibly replaced Pavelski, 
Evander Kane, had numerous off-ice issues and left the 
franchise in a messy divorce that lingered for several months 
after his contract was terminated. — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Mark Giordano: In the long, riveting history of the Kraken … 
it at least helps that they were so active at their first and only 
trade deadline. The pick here has to be Giordano, 
considering he was the first captain in franchise history and 
didn’t even last a complete season in Seattle. It’s an 
adjustment to see him with the Maple Leafs, as it was to see 
him in a Kraken sweater and not the Flames. Just when we 
started getting used to seeing him repping Seattle, he 
returned to Canada. — Shayna Goldman 
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St. Louis Blues 

David Perron: For many reasons, there’s no other player this 
could be than David Perron. First, after the Blues traded him 
once and lost him again in the 2017 expansion draft, he 
overlooked the business side of things and returned to the 
team for a third time. At 34 years old and playing as well as 
ever, it was thought to be a storybook ending and he’d retire 
in St. Louis. And second: the Red Wings? They’re one of the 
Blues’ most despised opponents, and now one of the biggest 
fan favorites in franchise history is wearing the Winged 
Wheel. Barf! — Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Ryan McDonagh: This one is tough, as it’s going to be really 
strange too for Lightning fans to see Ondrej Palat in a Devils 
sweater. Palat was drafted and developed by Tampa Bay, 
won two Cups and is one of the franchise’s top playoff 
scorers. But considering the way he left, McDonagh in a 
Nashville sweater likely hurts more. The Lightning asked 
McDonagh — a heart and soul player on the ice and in the 
room — to waive his no-trade clause due to cap issues. 
Tampa Bay definitely misses McDonagh, so you can imagine 
the video tribute next week in his return to Tampa. — Joe 
Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Nazem Kadri: Kadri was just around for so much with the 
Leafs. He was a Brian Burke draft pick who played for Randy 
Carlyle, who stuck around through the bottoming out of the 
franchise and who was there for the rebirth that followed, as 
well. He also went through so much in Toronto — from public 
spats about his fitness and eating habits in the minors to 
becoming a highly effective two-way player to suspensions at 
the worst possible times. Then, of course, came the 
controversial trade that sent him to Colorado. Kadri loved 
playing for the Leafs, too, and the fanbase adored his edgy 
style of play (suspensions notwithstanding). He reached his 
apex with the Avalanche — winning a Stanley Cup — but his 
Leaf years won’t be forgotten. — Jonas Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Alex Edler: There can be only one answer, and it’s Edler, 
who was always presumed to be a lifelong Canuck after 
evolving from a risk/reward puck-mover in his younger days 
into a smart, physical and downright mean shutdown 
defender. He stuck around through multiple eras of the 
franchise’s history, from its rise to the 2011 Stanley Cup 
Final all the way to the deepest depths of the rebuild. 
Through it all, he was a staple on the back end and never 
expressed a desire to move on. It became a running joke in 

Vancouver that he wouldn’t waive his trade protection. After 
a disastrous 2020-21 campaign for the Canucks, though, he 
finally walked, signing with the Kings. It will be flat-out bizarre 
to see him play his 1,000th game (he’s at 989 right now, 925 
of which were with the Canucks) in black and white — 
perhaps with a chrome-colored helmet. — Thomas Drance 
and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Alex Tuch: This was a tough question for the Golden Knights 
because most players wore other NHL jerseys prior to 
coming to Vegas. Marc-Andre Fleury is the most beloved 
former player without a doubt, but it’s not all that strange 
seeing him in Chicago or Minnesota since he was a star in 
Pittsburgh before he was ever a Golden Knight. Tuch broke 
out as a Golden Knight, though. He was one of the original 
“Golden Misfits” and a fan favorite in Vegas. Seeing him in 
Buffalo blue and gold is a bit odd for Vegas fans. — Jesse 
Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Vitek Vanecek: With apologies to Ilya Samsonov, it has be 
Vitek Vanecek, right? The Caps’ 2014 second-rounder was 
an underdog tale Caps fans embraced. After years of being 
skipped over, he grinded his way to D.C. But there would be 
no storybook ending here for the 26-year-old, whose tenure 
was marked by injuries and inconsistency. In July, Vanecek 
was dealt to New Jersey, where he’s finally breaking through 
— currently 11-2-1 with a .918 save percentage and 2.24 
goals-against average for an up-and-coming Devils team that 
has the most points in the NHL (39) and is 15 points clear of 
the Caps (24). In Vanecek’s only start against his former 
team, he stopped 37 of 38 shots for a 5-1 victory. He’s also 
been mentioned as a long-shot Vezina Trophy candidate. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Patrik Laine: His arrival was providence, the draft lottery 
bouncing just right to give Winnipeg its shot at a generational 
scoring talent. His ascendance was spectacular, with a 36-
goal rookie season encored by 44 goals as a sophomore on 
a Jets team that reached the Western Conference finals. He 
scored five against St. Louis, and he charmed Jets fans with 
a dry wit that ranged from bold and brash to irreverent and 
self-deprecating. There is no one else like Laine and when 
he makes his second return to Winnipeg in a Blue Jackets 
uniform, it will remain a shock to see him on the visitors’ 
bench — no matter how good Pierre-Luc Dubois has been. 
— Murat Ates
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Mailbag #44: Winning While Working Westward 

Can the Canes make it four victories in a row? Is Pyotr the 
future #1? Stadium Series jerseys info? 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Welcome to the weekend, Caniacs. 

Thursday night's victory in St. Louis gives the team three in a 
row, a welcomed turn following a trying back half to the 
month of November. 

Upcoming contests against the Kings and Ducks await 
before the team returns to Raleigh, so let's get to your 
questions. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

 What was going on in the world when Jordan Martinook had 
his last hat-trick? - @Margaret_Hogan 

I love questions of this variety, so thank you for starting us off 
on a fun note, Margaret. 

I think the club's digital team did a fun job with this 
surrounding the 2022 Reverse Retro reveal, I'll follow in their 
footsteps. 

November 23, 2018 

#1 Song on the Billboard Top 100 (United States): Thank U, 
Next by Ariana Grande 

Average Price of Gas In The US: $2.53 

Most Popular Tweet: A side-by-side comparison of the then-
upcoming trailer of 'The Lion King', to the 1994 original film. 

1,470 days ago. Where were you? What were you doing in 
your life then? How much has changed since? Moments like 
this are always a nice opportunity to reflect. 

Can we make it four wins in a row? - @spud_tyler 

To know me is to know that I'm an optimist, so of course I'm 
going to say yes, they can! 

But beyond the hope, what I've liked most about the team's 
three-game win streak is that they've shown a willingness to 
battle through adversity in each game. Entering Saturday 
against Calgary they'd lost five in a row and the Flames had 
a response to both of Carolina's first two goals. However, 
they found a way to get it done in the end. Tuesday night in 
Pittsburgh it looked like they were about to close out the 
contest 2-1 before they were sent to overtime for a fifth time 
in seven games. And again, they found a way to get it done 
instead of crumbling. Thursday it looked like it was going to 
be tough to beat Jordan Binnington as they were already 
down 2-0. Not only did they dig in to get three in a row, they 
had to battle once more after St. Louis responded. They've 
found ways to win. 

Brett Pesce and Pyotr Kochetkov certainly deserve a round 
of applause for their performances in the efforts, too. 

Kochetkov looks to be developing at an alarmingly fast rate. 
What are your thoughts on his development? And do you 
believe he is the Canes future #1 moving forward? - 
@LothiasTwitch 

My thoughts are that everyone involved in his drafting and 
development is worthy of high praise. All the scouts that put 
in the hours watching him before Darren Yorke and staff 
were able to select him in 2019, all the way through 
Goaltending Coach Paul Schonfelder, who has his work cut 
out for him as he works with the young man despite the 
language barrier. 

It's exciting to be this excited about a prospect like this, isn't 
it? 

While I do want to point out that he's still only played 11 NHL 
games, I think there's more reasons to say yes to your 
second question than no. There's some very real potential 
here, as I'm sure just about everyone feels. I'm excited to 
see how things unfold. 

Also, I think the newly signed four-year extension is going to 
look like an incredible bargain in a few years. 

The average salary for an NHL goaltender right now is 
$3.32M AAV (average annual value). The average AAV for 
starters, or goalies that play the majority of a team's games 
in a season, is much higher.  

When you think about how much the salary cap is expected 
to increase the next over the next four seasons - Forbes has 
it projected as growing from the current $82.5M to $92M for 
the 2025-26 season - having Kochetkov locked up at $2M 
could benefit the organization in so many ways. 

Even when Freddie and Raanta are 100%, do you see 
Kochetkov being the starter going forward? - 
@BornACaniac / @lognburns / @I_Am_DrMoran 

While I don't have a crystal ball to reveal the answer for us, I 
could certainly see this developing into a situation where you 
ride the hot hand until the hot hand isn't hot anymore. 

Why not, right? 

Per Brind'Amour himself, Andersen isn't in the equation until 
he practices with the team. Raanta will be there, when 
healthy. Kochetkov has allowed just 17 goals in eight games 
played. When I think about that I can't help but think about 
the game in WInnipeg either, where three of their four goals 
came in the form of breakaways or odd-man rushes. And 
before I face the argument of a goalie needing to making 
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those stops at times, I know. Kochetkov's made those stops 
at times too.  

His Goals Saved Above Expected per MoneyPuck.com is 
6.6, ranking 9th out of 75 goaltenders in the NHL this 
season. We haven't forgotten the below already, have we? 

Did Rants get hurt last night? Or pulled for performance? - 
@ashembee_tv / @MattMerlucci 

While this question wasn't directly addressed post-game last 
night (and unfortunately I'm not with the team on this trip to 
ask), what I will offer is that if there is an in-game injury, 
@CanesPR on Twitter will almost always share it. 

Also, with there being only two goalies on the roster, if the 
team needed to recall a netminder ahead of their next game, 
that announcement typically transpires before morning skate 
of the upcoming contest. 

Do you know what's going on with Coghlan? He's been a 
scratch for the past ~10 games. Is he injured or are players 
ahead of him playing better? - @GlepTrikozov / 
@loveinsilence / @krisinovak 

Rod Brind'Amour was asked on Monday about this exact 
situation. 

"We were playing him on his off-side (right-handed, but 
playing on the left side of the ice) when he was in and that 
really wasn't his best. It wasn't fair to him. One area of our 
group that is healthy is defense. We'll get him in there at 
some point, but right now I like the way that our defense is 
playing." 

We also know that Brind'Amour, like most coaches at any 
level of hockey, doesn't like changing his lineup when the 
team is winning. So as for what the future holds for Coghlan, 
it remains to be seen.  

Based off of the comments above, if Coghlan were to get in 
again, it would likely be on the right side, so that would 
involve something prompting Brent Burns, Brett Pesce or 
Jalen Chatfield to come out of the lineup. It feels safe to say 
there is a fewer than 1% chance that either of Burns or 
Pesce are pulled out of the lineup while healthy, and when it 
comes to Chatfield, don't let the statistics fool you. The 
primary responsibility of a defender is not to put up points. 
Brind'Amour and Tim Gleason have both been very 
complimentary of his play thus far this season. 

Could you explain faceoff infractions? The Canes are a good 
faceoff team but I don't understand why players get tossed 
from the circle. - @RonnTarter 

Sure thing, Ron. Below is straight from the NHL's rulebook. 

76.4 Procedure - Centers 

The puck shall be faced-off by the Referee or the Linesman 
dropping the puck on the ice between the sticks of the 
players facing-off. Players facing-off will stand squarely 
facing their opponent's end of the rink approximately one 
stick length apart with the blade of their sticks on the ice. 
When the face-off takes place at any of the nine face-off 
spots, the players taking part shall take their position so that 
they will stand squarely facing their opponent's end of the 
rink, and clear of the ice markings (where applicable). The 
sticks of both players facing-off shall have the blade on the 
ice, within the designated white area. 

At the eight face-off spots (excluding center ice face-off 
spot), the defending player shall place his stick within the 
designated white area first followed immediately by the 
attacking player. When the face-off is conducted at the 
center ice face-off spot, the visiting player shall place his 
stick on the ice first. If a player facing-off fails to take his 
proper position immediately when directed by the official, the 
official may order him replaced for that face-off by any 
teammate then on the ice. If a center is not at the designated 
face-off area once the five (5) second time limit has elapsed, 
the Linesman will drop the puck immediately. If the center is 
back from the face-off spot, is "quarterbacking" or refuses to 
come into the face-off area when instructed to do so by the 
Linesman, or the center is simply slow getting to the face-off 
spot when the five (5) seconds has elapsed, the puck shall 
be dropped. If the center attempts to arrive at the face-off 
spot just as the five seconds elapses in an attempt to gain an 
advantage to win the face-off, he is to be removed from the 
face-off and replaced, resulting in a face-off violation. 

If the face-off is a result of an icing infraction and the center 
attempts to arrive at the face-off spot just as the five seconds 
elapse to gain an advantage to win the face-off, he shall not 
be removed from the face-off. The center will be warned by 
the Linesman that he has committed a face-off violation. In 
the even the center then commits a second face-off violation 
or the action actually is the second face-off violation, a bench 
minor penalty shall be assessed. 

When will the Stadium Series jerseys be released? - 
@CanesUniforms 

While the exact details aren't for me to release, I would 
advise you to be on your toes in the near future. 

adidas and the NHL revealed the sweaters for the Winter 
Classic between the Bruins and Penguins last week and in 
years past their next order of business is to share the 
Stadium Series jerseys. 

For those who have been reading in the past, a benchmark I 
have used is that the uniforms for last year's Stadium Series 
game, which took place on February 26, were released one 
year ago today - December 2.
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Preview: December 3 at Los Angeles 

Carolina looks to continue their winning ways as they begin a 
two-game stint in California 

By Walt Ruff 

LOS ANGELES, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes will go for a 
fourth consecutive victory tonight as they take on the Los 
Angeles Kings at Crypto.com Arena. 

When: Saturday, December 3 

Puck Drop: 10:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 13-6-5 (31 Points, 2nd, Metropolitan Division) 

Canes Last Game: 6-4 Win over the St. Louis Blues on 
Thursday, December 1 

Kings Record: 13-9-4 (30 Points, 3rd, Pacific Division) 

Kings Last Game: 5-3 Win over the Arizona Coyotes on 
Thursday, December 1 

NEWS & NOTES: 

Last Time Out: Five minutes into the second period Thursday 
night in St. Louis the Canes trailed 2-0. Jordan Binnington 
already had registered a half-dozen high danger saves and it 
looked as if coming from behind may be a difficult challenge 
for the visitors. Then, within a span of 64 seconds, Rod 
Brind'Amour's club was able to beat him three times to 
rapidly swing the game in their favor. The Blues had a 
response to equalize the game once more, but Jordan 
Martinook struck twice in the third period to cement 
Carolina's fourth hat trick of the season and push the team's 
victory to 6-4. Pyotr Kochetkov earned the win in net after 
entering in relief of Antti Raanta, who had allowed three 
goals on 15 shots through the first two periods. 

Marty Party: Thursday's hat trick for Jordan Martinook was 
his first since November 23, 2018. Now with seven goals on 
the season, he only trails only Andrei Svechnikov (14), 
Martin Necas (11) and Sebastian Aho (9) on the team and 
has surpassed his 2021-22 season total of 6. 

On A Run: Seth Jarvis extended his season-long point streak 
to four games on Thursday night, recording a goal during the 
second period. Martin Necas, who also scored in the contest, 
has recorded a point in three consecutive games. 

500 For Pesc: Just four days after Jordan Martinook played 
in his 500th NHL game, Brett Pesce will reach the same 
milestone tonight.  Selected by Carolina in the third round 
(66th overall) of the 2013 NHL Draft, Pesce would become 

the 14th player and fifth defenseman from his draft class to 
reach the number. 

Almost Turbo Time?: Forward Teuvo Teravainen was 
activated off of injured reserve Friday evening, signifying that 
he is one step closer to returning to the lineup. His status for 
tonight's game is to be determined. The 28-year-old winger 
suffered a non-concussion upper-body injury on November 
10 in the team's win over Edmonton and has since missed 
10 games. Teravainen has taken part in each practice and 
morning skate this week with the team. 

Doing Something Different: The Canes will not hold a 
morning skate ahead of tonight's game. Any lineup 
information will come from Rod Brind'Amour at 
approximately 8:15 p.m. EST. 

On The Other Side: Only the Dallas Stars (93) and New 
Jersey Devils (90) have scored more goals than the Kings 
(89) thus far this season. While that sounds great, only the 
Anaheim Ducks (100), have allowed more than them (93). 
Forward Kevin Fiala leads the team with 28 points in 26 
games this season, one that has been filled with 
inconsistency for the club. 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. There is currently no 
timetable for his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He skated with 
Goaltending Coach Paul Schonfelder Monday 
morning at Invisalign Arena. There is currently no 
timetable for his return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating in recent 
weeks, but has yet to take part in a full team 
practice. There is currently no timetable for his 
return. 

 Forward Teuvo Teravainen was activated from 
injured reserve Friday evening. He has missed 10 
games due to an upper-body injury suffered on 
November 10. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white uniforms tonight and for each game on this road trip. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The team will have an off day on Sunday and practice 
Monday before taking on the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday 
night.
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Kings host the Hurricanes after Kopitar’s 2-goal performance 

Carolina Hurricanes (12-6-5, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Los Angeles Kings (12-9-4, third in the Pacific 
Division) 

Los Angeles; Saturday, 10:30 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Los Angeles Kings host the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Anze Kopitar’s two-goal game against the 
Arizona Coyotes in the Kings’ 5-3 win. 

Los Angeles has a 12-9-4 record overall and a 7-4-2 record 
on its home ice. The Kings have a 6-2-1 record in games 
they serve fewer penalty minutes than their opponents. 

Carolina has a 12-6-5 record overall and an 8-3-4 record on 
the road. The Hurricanes are 11-1-1 when scoring three or 
more goals. 

Saturday’s game is the fourth time these teams match up 
this season. The Hurricanes won the last meeting 5-1. 
Jordan Martinook scored three goals in the win. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Kopitar has five goals and 14 assists 
for the Kings. Trevor Moore has five goals and one assist 
over the last 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has scored nine goals with 16 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Brent Burns has one goal and five assists over 
the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Kings: 4-3-3, averaging 3.8 goals, 7.1 
assists, three penalties and 6.2 penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.8 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 4-2-4, averaging 2.4 goals, 3.5 assists, 3.6 
penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Kings: Brendan Lemieux: out (lower-body), Alex 
Iafallo: out (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Teuvo Teravainen: out (upper body), Max Pacioretty: out 
(achilles).
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About Last Night: Marty Party! 

It’s Jordan Martinook’s world, we’re all just living in it.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up their third straight win — 
a great way to follow up the five-game skid — Thursday night 
in St. Louis, as a Jordan Martinook (yes, Jordan Martinook) 
hat trick led the way to the 6-4 win.  

Martinook led the way in the victory, which also featured 
three goals from Carolina in just 64 seconds in the second 
period that turned a 2-0 deficit into a 3-2 lead.  

The Canes seem to be suddenly feeling it again, a great sign 
for a team that just last week looked so far from figuring it 
out.  

About last night: 

Marty Party! 

Remember when the Hurricanes waived Jordan Martinook 
before the season? 

Well it’s a good thing nobody claimed him (yes, that was 
expected when they waived him, I know), because he’s 
having a pretty strong year which was highlighted by one of 
his best games as a member of the Canes against the Blues 
Thursday.  

With his three goals in St. Louis, Martinook is up to seven 
goals and 12 points so far this season. In 59 games in 2021-
22, he had just six goals and 15 points. He had four goals in 
33 games in 2020-21 and only two goals in 45 games back 
in 2019-20.  

So with seven goals in 24 games this year, with his second-
ever NHL hat trick to boot, Martinook is proving a whole lot of 
doubters wrong, even if he’s maybe not quite worth the price 
still.  

And when Martinook registers a point, the Canes generally 
do well. Cory Lavalatte has been ringing this bell for a little 

while, but Carolina’s record in games where Martinook gets a 
point is kind of staggering.  

Add one win to that. It’s pretty baffling.  

Here’s all three of Martinook’s goals: 

Wanna see me score a goal? Wanna see me do it again? 

The Canes turned a 2-0 deficit into a 3-2 lead in the blink of 
an eye.  

Down two early on in the second period, Brent Burns scored 
his fourth goal of the season to pull the Canes within one. 
Just 21 seconds later, Martinook got his first of the game to 
tie it. Then 43 seconds after that, Seth Jarvis laced one in to 
give the Hurricanes the lead.  

It was pretty ridiculous and completely shifted the game, and 
even though the Blues brought it back level the Hurricanes 
won the game in just over a minute.  

Hockey can be crazy. Sometimes you get a hat trick out of 
the guy who really hasn’t scored goals over the last three 
years. Sometimes you get three goals in a minute.  

Sometimes you get both.  

Other Thoughts 

 Antti Raanta left the game, and Pyotr Kochetkov did 
a strong job of coming in cold to help secure the win 
for the Canes.  

 Along with Martinook’s performance, the Canes’ 
grinder line of Martinook, Jordan Staal and Jesper 
Fast was awesome. They created five high-danger 
chances, scored a pair of 5-on-5 goals, had a 73.68 
CF% and just dominated when they were on the 
ice.  

 Seth Jarvis is finding his mojo. Watch out, league.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3960261/2022/12/02/nhl-power-rankings-maple-leafs/ 

https://theathletic.com/3960148/2022/12/03/nhl-players-new-jerseys/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-44-winning-while-working-westward/c-338310492 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-december-3-at-los-angeles/c-338318612 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-los-angeles-arizona-coyotes-carolina-hurricanes-30eb09e9ab7c4fe383a7939432ee8be5 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/2/23489345/about-last-night-marty-party 
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1261254 Los Angeles Kings 

 

Kings wrap up hectic homestand vs. Eastern power Carolina 

 

Andrew Knoll6-7 minutes 02/12/2022 

 

Closing out what has been a highly eventful four-game homestand on the 
ice and away from it, the Kings will host an Eastern Conference power, 
the Carolina Hurricanes, in a bid to collect six out of a possible eight 
points. 

The on-ice theatrics came Tuesday, when the Kings poured in eight 
goals and managed to still lose to the surging Seattle Kraken, a division 
rival that has won seven straight games and has just two losses, neither 
in regulation, during a 14-game points streak. 

Then came the behind-the-scenes histrionics: a last-second cancelation 
of practice and an immersive team meeting Wednesday, which was 
accompanied by several roster moves, including the demotion of goalie 
Cal Petersen to the minors. 

But Thursday, things were back on track, as the Kings prevailed 5-3 
against the Arizona Coyotes, bucking a trend after a pair of overtime 
losses. 

“I felt like we were going to go out and play well and I’m not just saying 
that. I felt good about our group. I think the last 48 hours, it was different, 
but it isn’t as dramatic as maybe I feel from the line of questioning,” Kings 
coach Todd McLellan said. 

“We’re not happy that Cal is in Ontario right now, none of us are. We all 
take responsibility for that, but we’ve got to move on. The fact that 
[General Manager Rob Blake] came in to talk to us, that happens.” 

While team captain Anze Kopitar emphasized that pro sports were a 
results-based business, McLellan said winning the wrong way could be 
less productive than losing the right way, channeling UCLA legend John 
Wooden from the great beyond. 

“You can lose when you outscore somebody in a game, and you can win 
when you’re outscored,” Wooden once said. 

Yet the Kings cannot discount their ability to outscore teams, which has 
been even more un-Kings-like than their porous defense, though that 
tightened considerably Thursday, particularly in the third period with an 
opportunity to slam the door on Arizona. 

The Kings’ goals per game and power-play conversion rate are on the 
rise, and even if they stay at the levels they are at cumulatively this 
season, they would represent historically strong figures for the franchise. 
The 3.42 goals per game is the highest average for the Kings since 
1993-94, and in the past week they’ve potted an even five goals per 
contest. Their 24.7% conversion rate on the power play would signify the 
third-best mark in team history and the highest percentage since 1986-
87. Since Nov. 12, they are cashing in on nearly 46% of their 
opportunities, a staggering albeit unsustainable clip. 

Newly acquired winger Kevin Fiala has been a substantial contributor 
offensively with the man advantage and at even strength. His eight 
power-play points place him on pace for 25 this season, which would 
blow comfortably past his previous career high of 18. 

For the second consecutive season, Fiala is notching above a point per 
game, with his 20 even-strength points nearly being enough alone to 
pace the Kings in scoring. Fiala leads the Kings by a seven-point margin, 
putting him on pace to be just the second player other than Kopitar to 
lead the Kings in scoring since 2007-08 (Jeff Carter was the other in 
2016-17). 

Of all the additions the Kings have made since their 1967 inception, only 
four players reached the 20-assist plateau faster, and two of them were 
Hall of Famers Larry Robinson and Wayne Gretzky (the other two were 
Jozef Stumpel and the late Pavol Demitra). 

“He’s got a tremendous skill set. His edges, his ability to slide off checks 
… I think it [all] got enhanced in Minnesota with Kaprizov there, they 
have that same kind of shifty, on-the-edge, keep-plays-alive, change-of-
pace [qualities], and he’s got a hunger to score,” McLellan said. 

Fiala and the first power-play unit have been dangerous, but the second 
unit has often been lethal, as evidenced by winger Viktor Arvidsson’s 
team-leading nine points up one man or more. McLellan said that depth 
made such balance possible, then the two units started supporting each 
other and now they’ve begun to compete as to which can perform better. 

“I think the reason we have two units going is because we have two units 
going, if that makes any sense at all. One pushes the other,” McLellan 
said. “It used to be five guys would just stand up on the bench and just 
get ready to go, now 10 guys stand up and they wait for which unit’s 
going to go. That’s a great sign.” 

Evening out the consistency of results, as well as the reconciliation of 
expected and actual goals against – the Kings have suppressed shots 
but squandered those efforts through glaring mistakes across multiple 
campaigns now –– have remained points of emphasis even as the 
offense and power play gained explosiveness. 

Also providing intrigue is the distribution of the goaltending workload with 
Petersen in the minors and Pheonix Copley filling in for him. McLellan 
intimated that No. 1 netminder Jonathan Quick’s responsibility would 
increase during the period that Petersen was piecing together his game. 

While their swings haven’t been as dramatic, the Hurricanes have also 
been a streaky club that’s managed to stay afloat in the standings, 
earning 31 points to the Kings’ 30 thus far. They’ve won their past three 
matches, but had dropped eight of their prior 10. Like the Kings, they’ve 
lost four of their previous five games that went to overtime. 

Forwards Martin Necas, Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov have all 
produced at a point-per-game pace or better for a top-heavy Carolina 
attack. Former San Jose defenseman Brent Burns has spearheaded their 
offense from the back end after arriving via trade. 

Carolina at Kings 

When: Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 

Where: Crypto.com Arena 
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1261255 Los Angeles Kings 

 

Kings get a ‘wake-up call’ in Cal Petersen demotion, and a win over 
Arizona 

 

Eric Stephens9-11 minutes 02/12/2022 

 

LOS ANGELES — Cal Petersen’s surprise demotion to the American 
Hockey League, according to GM Rob Blake, wasn’t about sending a 
message through the Kings locker room. It’s about trying to get the 
goaltender back to the form that made the Kings believe Petersen was 
ready to take the net from Jonathan Quick and be the No. 1. 

“We didn’t do it for a message,” Blake said Thursday in his first address 
since the move to put the 28-year-old on waivers. “We feel we can help 
Cal. Get him in a situation where we can get him playing games. We 
believe he’s a good goalie and we believe he’s going to come back in 
here and help us.” 

The Kings have to get Petersen right, that’s for sure. They’ve got a lot 
invested in him. But after a 9-8 home loss to Seattle and a locker-room 
meeting Wednesday in which Blake spoke to the team, Petersen’s 
shocking shift to the AHL’s Ontario Reign was a clear message received. 

Tuesday’s defense-optional fiasco against the Kraken was just a 
symptom of a problem that hasn’t been remedied. The Kings not only 
have been wildly inconsistent, but they’ve rarely resembled the team that 
built an identity on structured, committed defensive play. 

When your coach has repeatedly brought that up as if it’s a lost artifact, 
one third of the way into the year, you’ve got issues. It has become 
increasingly tense around the Kings, who sit in playoff position but have 
underachieved in getting there. 

“It’s having a wake-up call for everybody in the organization if you’re not 
performing,” said Drew Doughty, when asked how he interpreted the 
Petersen move. “We all need to perform better. I think that’s just the 
bottom line. Defensively, we’ve been really, really shaky for a lot of 
games. We haven’t helped our goaltending at all, to be honest. 

“I guess, yeah, it’s just a wake-up call to everybody. We need to step up. 
Play better. We have a better team than we’ve shown this year.” 

The Kings were better Thursday, but that’s a low bar to clear after 
watching Seattle easily skate their way to all sorts of golden chances 
against two goalies who aren’t near the top of their games. On Thursday, 
Arizona — a club that’s been stuck in rebuild mode — was enough of a 
chore to get past. 

Anze Kopitar brought some much-needed tranquility for a night. Kopitar 
delivered a big play when he took the Coyotes’ J.J. Moser for a stroll five 
minutes into the third, walking around the defenseman and snapping a 
wrist shot past Karel Vejmelka for his second goal of the night to snap a 
3-3 tie. And with their first lead of the game to protect, the Kings 
delivered their most effective and important minutes in holding Arizona to 
one third-period shot on goal. 

Kevin Fiala’s empty-netter wrapped up a 5-3 win to cap a comeback after 
Arizona took a 3-1 lead early in the second. The Kings used their 
productive power play to get back into the game and rode that 
momentum. Carl Grundstrom pulled them into the tie before the middle 
period was through, but the key was L.A. grabbing hold on the contest in 
a manner it failed to do two nights earlier. Or in other games during a 
stretch of six games with just one win heading into Thursday. 

After the win, Kings coach Todd McLellan talked of “strange scenarios 
that right now with our team could push us one way or the other.” He 
referred to falling behind by two and brought up what he thought was a 
missed interference call on a faceoff that led to the Coyotes’ second goal. 
But he might as well had been referring to their season of shifts and 
turns. 

“I thought that the end of the second, coming back, set us up for the 
third,” McLellan continued. “I thought we handled the third well. We were 
patient. We didn’t play out of our skin to try and win. We played in our 
skin to do it. And then you knew they were going to have a push near the 
end, and we defended pretty well.” 

That was the main thing. The Coyotes made their push with some 
extended zone time in the Los Angeles end. The Kings pushed back, not 
allowing shots to get to Quick. And they got enough stops from the 36-
year-old they’ll now lean on. Pheonix Copley will serve as Quick’s 
backup. 

“We played determined hockey,” Doughty said. “It’s not the playoffs yet 
but we have to have that mentality right now because we have more 
games played than a lot of teams. And that’s kind of why we’re in that 
spot and we need to win games. I think we showed a good playoff 
mentality in that third period and played really well.” 

It is one game, and they’ll have to prove that the message was truly 
received with a string of sound efforts. Blake might be downplaying that 
aspect of it, but their baffling, uneven play was enough for him to address 
the entire team and coaching staff on Wednesday. The talk might have 
covered things they’ve made progress in (offense, power play) and what 
needs to improve (defending, penalty killing, goaltending), but finding 
consistency in all that they do is the salient point. 

“I don’t think I’m the only one saying it,” he said. “The players have said 
it. Todd said it. Sometimes you get in a room together with everybody. 
That theme is common amongst our group.” 

Meanwhile, they’ve got Petersen to handle, since no team put in a waiver 
claim. Sending him to the AHL is a shock on the surface but the Kings 
were reaching a breaking point with him. His ill-fated relief appearance 
against the Kraken, which scored four times on him in 16 shots, might 
have been the last straw but Blake said there were weeks of talks among 
the club’s brain trust on how to remedy someone to whom they gave $15 
million over three seasons. 

“He’s just going to go down,” Blake said, not specifying how long 
Petersen’s stay with Ontario may be. “I trust in Billy Ranford and our 
goalie coaches to continue to work with him. But I think the biggest thing 
from our point is he’s got to get into games continuously here to get his 
game back to the level that he wants and that we want.” 

It’s a dramatic play that reverberated through the Kings’ dressing room. 
And while Blake might have termed that 9-8 game as a “one-off” he 
doesn’t see happening again, the club responded with a slew of changes 
that included bringing up forward Samuel Fagemo for his season debut 
and also promoting Tobias Bjornfot, who played in 70 games with the 
Kings last season. Bjornfot played with Matt Roy, while Sean Durzi was 
moved back to the right side on defense, with Sean Walker coming out of 
the lineup. 

The defense was more balanced, though there were a few breakdowns. 
Arizona scored on one and could have potted another couple that Quick 
made saves on. Coyotes defenseman Jakob Chychrun was on hand for 
Blake to scout, but the GM has resisted making a trade, saying he 
doesn’t want to make a move just to do it. 

Ultimately, Thursday night was about improving the psyche. The entire 
club is being worked on, including its dispatched netminder. 

“The individual is the most important thing right now and that’s Cal 
Petersen,” McLellan said. “He is a tremendous goaltender. He’s an 
unreal human being and we care about him. When I say we, that’s 
everybody. That’s the training staff, the coaches. … We care about him, 
and we want him back. And he’s going to get an opportunity to work on 
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his game there. He’ll get lots of help. He’ll get many reps. And I wouldn’t 
be surprised to see him back here and playing real sharp. 

“Can it send a message to the team? It damn well should. Because we 
share in that transaction. All of us do.” 

Hours later, McLellan said he felt good about his team going into the 
game and while he used the word “different” when describing the last 48 
hours, he added, “I don’t think it’s as dramatic as anybody in here maybe 
thinks it was.” 

Well, his players are at full attention. 

“We are in a playoff spot right now and we know how much better we 
could be and how much better we want to be too,” Kings center Phillip 
Danault said. “We all know we have all the tools here to do it and to be 
better defensively. It’s a big move and I think it’s going to wake up a lot of 
guys here. Starting with us veterans. We have to lead the way. As a 
group, definitely we need everyone.” 

Added Doughty: “Every single player needs to buy in to wanting to play a 
little bit of defense first. Yes, a lot of forwards, they want to score goals 
and we need them to do that. As a unit, as a team, we need to play good 
defensive hockey and we need to be able to rely on every single guy to 
be put in a spot to play that way. 

“I think everyone realizes that and I think everyone is going to try really 
hard to do that tonight and for the future. It needs to start tonight, 
because we don’t have time to waste.” 

This was a message they had to follow and did Thursday night. The 
tumult over the 48 hours was dispersed. Now, can they stick to that 
message? 

“We’re all pros,” Kopitar said. “We all know what we’ve got to do. 
Ultimately this business comes down to wins and losses. It’s a lot more 
fun when you win games.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.03.2022 
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REIGN FINAL – Reign 3, Eagles 1 – Sturm, Petersen, Spence  

 

By Jared Shafran6-8 minutes 03/12/2022 

 

Cal Petersen led the way with 27 saves, including 13 in the third period, 
to preserve a two-goal lead for the Ontario Reign (11-6-0-1) in a 3-1 
victory over the Colorado Eagles (13-5-1-0) on Friday night at Toyota 
Arena. 

TJ Tynan and Jordan Spence each posted two points in the victory, while 
Taylor Ward and Alan Quine also found the back of the net. The win was 
Ontario’s third in their last four games and stopped an unbeaten streak 
for Colorado that was at 11 games. 

Ontario used the power play to build a lead during the first, scoring twice 
during three man-advantage opportunities. The opening goal of the 
evening came on a blast by Spence, who slapped the puck into the top 
left corner of the net from the right point for his second goal of the 
season. Assists on the tally went to both Tynan and Rasmus Kupari. 

The Eagles tied up the game at 1-1 just 1:06 later on a shot by Ben 
Meyers from the left circle that beat a screened Petersen. 

But the Reign got back in front less than four minutes after the evening 
strike with another power play goal. Again it was Tynan who made the 
pass to set up the tally, hitting a open Ward for a wrist shot from the right 
circle. Ward’s fourth goal of the season also had a second assist credited 
to Spence. 

Quine tacked another goal on to the lead in the final minute of the first, 
deflecting a shot by Tobie Bisson from between his legs into the top right 
corner of the net. The strike ended up as the final tally of the game and 
had a second assist from Bisson’s defensive partner Frederic Allard. 

Petersen shut the door from there, stopping the last 20 shots he faced in 
the contest over the final 49 minutes, including a Colorado shorthanded 
breakaway opportunity by Zach Tsekos. 

The Eagles pulled netminder Jonas Johansson with five minutes to play 
in the third period during a power play opportunity but were unable to get 
any closer on the scoreboard. Colorado shooters hit the post twice late in 
the game during the desperation comeback attempt. 

Ontario finished 2-for-7 on the man-advantage during the contest while 
holding the Eagles to an 0-for-3 mark. Colorado finished with 28 shots on 
goal while the Reign posted 23 chances. Johansson turned out 20 
attempts in a losing effort between the pipes for the visitors. 

Marco Sturm 

On tonight’s win 

It was a good team effort with good special teams and good goaltending. 
I thought our five-on-five play was pretty solid. I’m not going to lie, I was a 
little nervous going in because there were a lot of changes, and a few 
guys had been sick or hurt too, so you never know, but it was a good 
overall game. 

On Cal Petersen returning to Ontario 

He’s good. It’s not just his fault [in the NHL]. Obviously, he needs to be 
better, but we had a good chat yesterday. He’s an outstanding person 
and a good goalie, and he showed it today. He just needs confidence, 
just like everyone; a player or a coach. We all need confidence to bring 
out game and that’s why the Kings [sent him down]. That’s why he’s here 
and we’ll all try to help him, but he’s going to be the first one who’s going 
to work the hardest. I know that because that’s just the way he is. 

On the team’s confidence playing with Petersen 

The guys feel it. We all felt it yesterday in practice. I think the guys were 
happy to have him. Cal, he doesn’t want to be down here [in the AHL] but 
I think he felt really good yesterday to. Today was a good game, and 
even after the game, he got rewarded with being the best player of the 
game. That shows that we’re all happy to have him because he’s an 
outstanding goaltender and just trying to help. 

On Taylor Ward’s impact on today’s game 

He was a little bit up and down the last few weeks and he knew that. We 
talked about it. He came up big today. I thought he knew the situation, he 
knew the score, and he knew that we had to kill the penalties. Even when 
they pulled the goalie, he did a lot of good things. He stepped up and 
that’s what we need from him every night. 

Cal Petersen 

On earning a win in his first game back with the Reign 

The guys battled tremendously for me, which was awesome. It’s cool to 
see them, and a lot of the guys I’m meeting for the first time and they 
were willing to lay their bodies down for me and block some shots, so 
that was awesome to see. It was a great team win, especially being down 
a man at the end, getting some huge blocks and a lot of sacrifices was 
really cool. 

On returning to the AHL 

It’s different. It’s an adjustment but I’m going to make it the best thing for 
me at the time right now. For where I want to be, this is the route to get 
there, so that’s how I’m going to look at it. It was a bit of a shock, and a 
bit of an adjustment, but it’s a reality. All you need is a net to showcase 
yourself, to show who you are, and to show what you can be. I’m very 
fortunate to have the opportunity to come down here and play. 
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On receiving an ovation from the fans and playing with new teammates 

It was cool. It was a bit nostalgic. You don’t ever really know where your 
hockey career is going to take you. I think I’m very fortunate to have a 
great opportunity down here with a great group of guys. They accepted 
me right away and obviously battled for me tonight. That’s the most 
important thing, that these guys were willing to do that for me and accept 
me as one of their new teammates. I’m just hoping to help them win a 
few games and do whatever I need to do to support them. 

On being goalie partners with Matt Villalta again 

It’s awesome to be back with him. He’s been one of my favorite goalie 
partners. He’s an all-time kid and a fantastic goaltender too. There’s 
things that I take away from him and I hope there’s things he takes away 
from me, so its fun for us to be back together on the ice and having some 
fun. He likes to keep it light and joke around a little bit, which puts a smile 
on my face, so I’m very fortunate to have him again. He’s a great person. 

Jordan Spence 

The Reign are back in action on Sunday afternoon when they host the 
Bakersfield Condors on Sunday afternoon at 5 p.m. 
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Rob Blake's Media Availability - Full Video + Notes on Defense, Trades, 
Clarke, Byfield, Schedule  

 

By Zach Dooley7-8 minutes 03/12/2022 

 

Yesterday morning, Kings General Manager Rob Blake addressed the 
media on a variety of topics, following a day on which he addressed the 
team and a day on which goaltender Cal Petersen was placed on 
waivers and eventually assigned to the AHL to get steady game action. 
More on Blake’s thoughts on Petersen HERE, and more on Wednesday’s 
team meeting HERE. 

As you’ll see in the above video, the bulk of the conversation yesterday 
pertained to Petersen, his status and the reasoning surrounding the 
decision. A few of those quotes were shared yesterday in the article 
linked above and the rest are available in the video embedded above. At 
this time, Petersen is with Ontario and likely to start tonight as the Reign 
host Colorado at Toyota Arena. As things potentially change with his 
status, we’ll provide updates here. 

A few other storylines from yesterday’s conversation, however, shared 
below – 

Talking Trades 

Blake was asked about the notion of potentially making a trade to 
potentially help as a part of the solution to the inconsistency with the 
group. Blake was clear that the Kings won’t make a trade just to make a 
trade. 

“I don’t think we’re going to trade just to do something,” he said. “We’re 
constantly looking at different solutions to try to go back to the 
consistency level, we’ve got to find that.” 

When asked about a trade regarding the goaltending specifically, it was 
clear that it wasn’t a focal point at this time. 

First-Round Focus 

A couple of questions surrounding the futures of Brandt Clarke and 
Quinton Byfield, both of whom broke camp with the big club but have 
combined to play in just one NHL game during the month of November. 

Clarke has played in 14 professional games – 9 with the Kings and 5 with 
the Reign – and has been a healthy scratch at the NHL level over the last 
couple of games since his conditioning loan ended with Ontario. Blake 
spoke about the upcoming World Junior Championships and the decision 
the Kings will need to make regarding Clarke surrounding that 
tournament. With impending travel for the group to Ottawa on Monday to 
begin an extended trip, Blake noted that the timing is relatively 
convenient on that front, and a decision would likely come around that 
time. 

Blake on Brandt Clarke 

The idea in the American League was to get some games for him. 
Obviously with the World Juniors coming up, we have a decision to make 
here within the next few days. We’ve had calls, multiple calls, with 
Hockey Canada discussing that and Brandt included. We travel I think on 
Monday, back to Ottawa and Toronto in that area when Hockey 
Canada’s camp would start up, so we’ll have a look at those things there 
for next week. 

Regarding Byfield, he played the first eight games of the season with the 
Kings but caught an illness in late-October that caused him to miss 
several games as he lost a substantial amount of weight. Once 
recovered, Byfield was assigned to Ontario for game action and has now 
skated in eight games with the Reign. Byfield tallied five points (2-3-5) 
last week and as Blake noted, he’s starting to produce offensively. 
Blake’s comment on Byfield is below. 

Blake on Quinton Byfield 

He’s been good, going to a few games live in the past week and 
everything, I think on the offensive side of things, you see a little bit of 
that production and handling the more minutes and everything. It is a 
spot where he can work on a lot of aspects of his game in multiple 
minutes down there. 

Defensive Rotation & Thoughts 

Two sides to this story. 

First, there’s the notion of how Blake views the defense at the moment. 
With the team’s struggles as a whole on the defensive side of the puck, 
which are not specific to the defensemen, he was asked if he believes 
that the current unit is too offensively focused this season. He doesn’t 
believe that they are, indicating something we’ve heard from players and 
coaches, that the Kings would like more offensive production overall from 
the blue line, though not at the expense of defensive stability. 

“No, I wouldn’t say we’re too offensive, there is a balance there, I think 
we would like a little more offense out of our defense at times, I’m not 
sure we’re too offensive-minded.” 

That came back to the notion of inconsistency, something we’ve 
obviously heard several times throughout the early part of the season. 
Blake pointed to mistakes being made at difficult times in games and 
overall team play, pointing back to the team’s structure last season as 
the bar this season’s team is capable of reaching. 

“I think part of our inconsistency is mistakes at tough times, not just 
defense, overall team play. I think last year, our team structure 
defensively was very good by the end of the year and I think that we’re 
still capable of getting that level.” 

On a different side of the backend, we’ve now seen the trio of Tobias 
Bjornfot, Jacob Moverare and Jordan Spence moved up and down 
between the NHL and AHL. Blake gave his insight as to the why and how 
of the moves. 

Blake on seeing Tobias Bjornfot, Jacob Moverare & Jordan Spence at 
various times 

Moverare got in for a game or two, Jordan was up for a short period of 
time there the last couple of days and back down and now Toby’s back in 
that mix. We’ll see how the lineup shakes out, but those guys have been 
doing a real good job in Ontario. Part of the reason we move them 
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around a little bit is that we don’t want any of them sitting for an extended 
period of time. So, you can bring one up as a seventh D for two or three 
weeks, but I’m not sure it was the right thing when we had the ability to 
put them down and play games. 

Lastly, Blake was asked about his team’s early-season schedule and 
how he views its impact when it comes to how the Kings have performed 
here early in the season. His full quote below – 

Blake on the team’s early season schedule and it’s impact on early-
season results 

Well, there’s things we’re looking at it. For sure, we’ve played a lot of 
games, practice time has been limited in between that. We haven’t 
played as many back-to-backs or situations that we would have last year, 
so that adds another game where you may have had a practice day 
instead of playing the two games, but everybody’s dealing with 
scheduling. We have maybe three more games or four more games than 
the least played in the league, so not a big discrepancy. We’ve started 
Tuesday instead of Thursday, which increased the one more game than 
other teams. 

Reign game recap to follow, with the expectation at this time being that it 
will be Petersen’s first AHL start since February 2020. An important first 
step for a player the Kings are hopeful will continue to be a contributor as 
the season moves along. Here’s to hoping he can be. 
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McLellan talks Bjornfot, Fagemo after 2022-23 Kings debut + Madden to 
ONT  

 

By Zach Dooley8-10 minutes 02/12/2022 

 

Lots of good storylines last night, Insiders. 

Even if overblown in the grander scheme of things, there’s been a lot to 
talk about over the last few days for the LA Kings. The Kings have made 
seven transactions over the last two days, with two players – Tobias 
Bjornfot and Samuel Fagemo – making their season debuts yesterday 
evening against Arizona. Both players collected a point in the victory, 
with Fagemo providing the primary assist on Carl Grundstrom’s game-
tying goal in the third period, while Bjornfot had the secondary helper on 
Anze Kopitar’s game-winning goal. 

Both players were solid in their 2022-23 debuts at the NHL level. Both 
players entered training camp with NHL aspirations. Bjornfot had spent 
the entirety of the 2021-22 campaign with the Kings, skating in 70 games 
to lead all LA blueliners as a part of a banged up group throughout the 
course of the season. Fagemo made his NHL debut in January, as he 
skated in four games with the big club amidst a 27-goal campaign at the 
AHL level with Ontario. 

Todd McLellan was complementary of both individuals for their time in 
the American Hockey League early in the season, even if neither player 
had the standout training camp that was hoped for, that could have or 
would have landed either player on the NHL roster to open the season. 
On a team when the margin for error was slim considering all of the 
individuals vying for spots, waiver exemption and, at least in Fagemo’s 
case, the lack of a standout camp saw both players begin with AHL-
Ontario to open the season. 

Last night, however, things changed. With the Kings in search of a lefty-
righty balance on the backend, they turned to a familiar face in Bjornfot. 
Not only is he familiar with the NHL club, but he’s familiar with his partner 
in Matt Roy, who he broke camp with a season ago on a defensive 
pairing. That certainly didn’t hurt his comfort level, as Bjornfot showcased 
his high-level skating ability and used it in a way that helped him to be 

assertive and effective in 18:53 of time on ice. He felt that his defensive 
game has progressed during his time with Ontario, working to be a 
trusted player in the defensive zone when he got his chance with the 
Kings. Last night, he got his chance and he made good on it. 

“We wanted to see where we were at with lefties and righties, we haven’t 
been able to do that all year and Toby drew that straw,” McLellan said. 
“He’s been real good in the American League and I thought he was solid 
[last night]. He plays well when he uses his legs, when he’s active and 
he’s up, he’s back and closing. If he’s just kind of standing around, 
waiting for things to come to him it doesn’t go real well. [Last night] he 
used his legs really well.” 

Regarding Fagemo, McLellan believes that he played his best NHL game 
of the season, between regular season and preseason action. Fagemo 
skated on a forward line with Jaret Anderson-Dolan and Carl Grundstrom 
and the three players combined on a goal in the second period. All three 
players came through the developmental system, playing with Ontario, a 
nice little sign on Ontario Reign Night on the promotional schedule. 

“I thought that’s the best I’ve seen Sammy play this year,” McLellan said. 
“If anybody was there this morning, we talked about his training camp, 
we were really hoping he would be here full time, he didn’t have the 
camp that we anticipated he would and I’m sure himself. So, that is the 
best game that I’ve Sammy play, exhibition and regular season this year. 
Hats off to him for having an impact.” 

McLellan went on to talk about the notion that players like Fagemo come 
up to the NHL and have to learn to play a completely different role than 
they do in the AHL. It would be quite uncommon to see Fagemo on a 
fourth line with the Reign. He scored 27 goals last season and frequently 
featured on the first line or in the Top 6, not to mention on the power 
play, as opposed to in a limited, bottom-six role. 

For a player like that, the hope is that in time, he develops into more than 
a player on the fourth line. He was drafted in the second round and has a 
heavy shot that the organization is hopeful will translate into a goalscorer 
at the NHL level. To get there, however, you have to work your way up 
and that requires a player to make an impact playing in the role he’s 
given, in Fagemo’s case on the fourth line of an energetic and tenacious 
unit. 

Over the last few days, McLellan has now touched on a few areas as it 
pertains to players coming up and down from the AHL. Two quotes 
below, as they pertain to players needing to adjust to different roles with 
the Kings than they play with the Reign, as well as some thoughts on 
players playing in the AHL who could be playing in the NHL. 

McLellan on Adjusting Roles 

It’s one of the most confusing things that that all players have. You can 
be Quinton Byfield and be the second-overall pick and have a lot to learn 
and be a dominant offensive guy in a teenagers league. Then you get 
here and first of all, you’re not taking away anybody’s job right away, 
even Connor McDavid didn’t do that. Then you have to have a B game 
that you can bring, something else that you can bring, because the odds 
of you scoring and being really effective offensively right off the bat, night 
after night, aren’t as great as they wouldn’t be if you played against 
teenagers. So, that happens there. Sammy coming up, you have to 
adjust your game but you’re trained to have a backup game and you’ve 
got to be able to play with that. 

McLellan on his relationship with Marco Sturm and how they interact with 
Marco’s new role 

It’s pretty close. Marco doesn’t pull any punches, we sat for 45 minutes 
[on Tuesday] morning, Marco and I, and we talked about everything from 
players that are coming up to who is playing well there. We talked about 
some noses being out of joint at the American League level, because 
certain guys are being recalled and others aren’t. I told him a story when 
I played and that’s the worst thing, those are the worst words that a 
coach could ever use, but when I did play, every time that somebody else 
got called up and I didn’t, I thought I was getting screwed, the team 
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screwed me. Eventually, in the back of my mind and I didn’t know any 
better, no one told me, but I started thinking about playing for another 
team. Okay, I’m with the Islanders, maybe next year I’ll go play for the 
Rangers, I’ll play for Philadelphia and guess what it did? It didn’t and it 
doesn’t work that way, your best chance is with your first team, so quit 
pouting and start playing. You can’t control who gets called up and who 
doesn’t and I think they have a little bit about there right now or players 
get sent down and their lineup gets adjusted, that’s life in the minors. If 
you don’t like it, then get get up here, so we talked about all of 
that……we talked about individuals. Quinton, we’re asking all the time, 
Clarkie, were asking and others that are down there, Madden, Dudas get 
asked about. We’re asking all the time. The great thing is, he doesn’t pull 
a single punch, he tells us exactly and he knows how we operate. This 
player is playing really well, you’ve got to be aware of it or nope, he’s not. 

Additionally, forward Tyler Madden has been assigned to AHL-Ontario. 
Madden was recalled yesterday afternoon from Ontario, once a roster 
spot opened up with the Kings down to 12 forwards. McLellan has 
referenced Madden earlier in the week, in the quote above, as a player 
that he was asking about at the AHL level. He noted last night that 
Madden has had a good season to date, and that he earned the callup 
he got. The Reign play tonight and the Kings are off, so it makes sense 
to give him the game action. We’ll see how things shake out tomorrow 
and through the weekend, with Alex Iafallo close to returning and the 
Kings set to begin a six-game trip with travel on Monday, on which they 
will likely want more than 12 forwards available. 

LA Kings Insider: LOADED: 12.03.2022 

1261259 Los Angeles Kings 

 

REIGN PREVIEW – Ontario vs. Colorado, 12/2  

 

By Jared Shafran6-7 minutes 02/12/2022 

 

WHO: Ontario Reign (10-6-1) vs. Colorado Eagles (13-5-1) 

WHAT: AHL REGULAR SEASON GAME #18 

WHEN: Friday, December 2 @ 7:00 PM Pacific 

WHERE: Toyota Arena – Ontario, CA 

HOW TO FOLLOW: VIDEO: AHLTV – AUDIO: Mixlr – TWITTER: 
@ShafReign & @OntarioReign 

TONIGHT’S MATCHUP: Just like they did in November, the Ontario 
Reign open up their December schedule with a matchup against the 
Colorado Eagles. This time the teams are in Ontario for the battle as 
opposed to Loveland, Colo. While the Reign won the month-opening 
contest in shutout fashion with a 2-0 win, the Eagles responded two 
nights later with a 7-3 decision. Colorado has been the hottest team in 
the AHL since that weekend, posting a 9-0-1 record in the 10 games 
since Ontario’s visit to take over first place in the Pacific Division 
standings. 

WHAT TO WATCH FOR: After going through a dry spell in the middle of 
November, the Reign won three of their last four to close the month and 
are looking to continue their success in the new month. Ontario has 
continued to be a top team in the league defensively, currently ranking 
fourth in the AHL by conceding just 2.59 goals per game. The Reign 
have also been at their best when getting out to a lead, posting a 9-0-1 
record this season when holding an advantage after 40 minutes. 
Colorado has also found success on the defensive side of the puck, 
ranking second in the league with an average of 2.32 goals allowed per 
game. The Eagles hold an 8-0-0 record when leading after the first period 
and a 10-1-1 mark when they outshoot their opponent. Colorado has 
struggled on special teams, ranking 24th in the AHL on both the power 
play (17.7%) and penalty killing (75%) percentage. 

LAST TIME OUT: Quinton Byfield led the way with a pair of goals as the 
Ontario Reign bounced back to earn a split of their weekend series 
against the Tucson Roadrunners Sunday afternoon with a 4-3 win. The 
victory was Ontario’s 10th of the 2022-23 season. Byfield finished with 
two goals and an assist, including the game-winner in the third period, 
while his linemate Alex Turcotte scored his first goal of the year while 
adding an assist on the deciding goal. Goaltender Matt Villalta also had a 
solid night in the crease, stopping 33 shots to pick up his fourth win of the 
season. 

BYFIELD’S BIG WEEK: Forward Quinton Byfield led all Reign skaters 
last week, racking up five points in the team’s three games at Toyota 
Arena. The 20-year-old picked up three assists last Wednesday, helping 
on goals by Samuel Fagemo, Tyler Madden and Jordan Spence in a 
defeat of San Jose. Byfield then struck twice in Sunday’s win over 
Tucson, putting the puck between his legs to score a highlight-reel power 
play goal in the second period before tacking on an insurance goal during 
a 2-on-1 rush that turned out to be the game-winner for Ontario. It was 
the first two-goal game of the Newmarket, Ont. native’s AHL career. In 
eight games with the Reign this season, Byfield has seven points on four 
goals and three assists. 

SCOUTING THE EAGLES: The AHL affiliate of the NHL’s Colorado 
Avalanche, the Eagles have seen a lot of movement between the two 
levels early this season, with multiple players finding roles at the highest 
level with the defending Stanley Cup Champions. Currently, defenseman 
Brad Hunt leads the team with 17 points in 19 games from the back end 
on four goals and 13 assists. Forward Charles Hudon has made a big 
impact up front in his first year with the Eagles, posting 15 points in 18 
games on eight goals and seven assists. Winger Callahan Burke has 
scored five goals and nine points for Colorado, while Mikhail Maltsev, 
Oskar Olausson and Alex Beaucage have also equaled the nine point 
total. In goal, Justus Annunen and Jonas Johansson have both had 
success while splitting time evenly between the pipes. Johansson has a 
6-3-0 record in nine appearances with a 2.01 goals-against average 
while Annunen earned a 7-2-1 record in 10 contests with a GAA of 2.39. 

TURCOTTE TIME: Forward Alex Turcotte had multi-point efforts in both 
of Ontario’s wins last week, accounting for two assists last Wednesday 
before scoring a goal and an assist on Sunday. The goal was Turcotte’s 
first of the season in his eighth game since returning from injury. The 
Island Lake, Ill. native also posted a plus-4 rating in the team’s three 
games a week ago. Overall in 67 career AHL contests with the Reign, 
Turcotte has 44 points on 13 goals and 31 assists. 

HOME COOKIN: In the 10 contests Ontario has played inside Toyota 
Arena during 2022-23 the team has posted outstanding results on the 
power play, scoring 12 times. After going 2-for-3 in their most recent win 
on Sunday over Tucson, the Reign are now 12-for-35 on the power play 
at home for a percentage rate of 34.3%. That number ranks as the third-
highest mark in the AHL behind Toronto and Rochester, who have 
played seven and nine home games this season respectively. 

DEVIL IN THE DUDAS: Forward Aidan Dudas scored his sixth goal of 
the season during the first period of Saturday night’s game to reclaim the 
title of Ontario’s leading goal scorer. The Parry Sound, Ont. native has 
also amounted to a plus-five rating on the season, which ranks in a tie for 
third highest on the club. Dudas’ six goals have all come in different 
games this year. In his three professional seasons, the attacker has 
never scored more than once in a game, with his 22 tallies all coming on 
different days. Dudas is more than halfway to his career-high in goal 
scoring, which was set last season when he netted 10 in 61 contests. 
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Ducks might turn to Pavol Regenda after Isac Lundestrom injury 
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ST. PAUL, Minn. — Ducks center Isac Lundestrom was scheduled to 
return to Southern California to be evaluated by team doctors after 
suffering an upper-body injury in Thursday’s 5-0 loss to Dallas. 

The concern is that Lundestrom could be out for a long stretch after 
getting hit by a puck. Exactly how long won’t be known until after 
additional tests, but Lundestrom, who has six points in 24 games, won’t 
be in the lineup Saturday against the Wild or Sunday in Winnipeg. 

Misfortune, however, creates opportunity for others. 

The Ducks could go with 11 forwards and seven defensemen against the 
Minnesota Wild, but it sounded as though Ducks coach Dallas Eakins 
was inclined to go with 12 and 6. 

“It’s hard to go 11/7 with back-to-backs coming,” Eakins said. “We’re 
probably leaning more toward Pavol (Regenda) in. But we’ll see.” 

With three points in 12 games in his rookie season, Regenda said it has 
been tough waiting for his chance and watching games from the press 
box. At 22, Regenda already has dealt with one major career crossroads, 
which unfolded during the pandemic. 

“A few years ago, I wanted to quit hockey,” he said Friday. “Now I’m 
here. I’m happy I can be here and be with the guys. Being in the NHL is 
the dream of every kid. I just have to prove to the coaches I can play and 
deserve their trust.” 

Regenda discussed the challenges after wrapping up his junior career in 
Finland, returning home to Slovakia and finding the pro overtures not to 
his liking. 

“Then I get some offers, really bad, not (much) money,” Regenda said. “I 
said, ‘I’m either going to work or I’m going to do school.’ It was like a 
month thinking about, ‘I’m just quitting hockey.’ Then I get a call from my 
home team where I live – the highest league in Slovakia. 

“So, I say, ‘OK, I’m going to try.’” 

Eakins has consistently praised Regenda’s performance through rookie 
camp, training camp and the preseason, but noted the difficulty many 
rookies face as play gets ramped up with each passing month. 

“Like any young player, play falls off and it’s a bit of a roller-coaster ride,” 
Eakins said. “I think it’s been hard for him to learn at the NHL level. 
Especially where we’re at as an organization right now. But he is going to 
get another chance and it’s really important that he’s urgent and 
desperate every day.” 

MAN OF STEEL 

Sam Steel played the first 197 NHL games of his career with the Ducks, 
but the organization opted not to qualify the player they drafted in the first 
round in 2016. He signed with the Wild in August, on a one-year deal 
worth $825,000, and now finds himself centering luminaries Kirill 
Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello. 

Eakins had nothing but positive things to say about Steel. 

“Incredible kid, zero maintenance,” Eakins said. “I’ve really got a lot of 
respect for Sam. High-character kid. … Probably, I think he got maybe in 
an unfair situation with our organization. Kind of by default was pushed 
down at his position. For me, and me alone, he’s a much better 
centerman than is a winger. His time here, he worked at his game. He 
listened. 

“I think it was an excellent signing by (Wild GM) Billy Guerin.” 
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Kevin Lankinen makes 48 saves, Predators beat Islanders 4-1 

 

Allan Kreda3-4 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

Kevin Lankinen made a career-high 48 saves and the Nashville 
Predators beat the New York Islanders 4-1 on Friday night for their 
seventh victory in nine games. 

Filip Forsberg and Roman Josi scored and Matt Duchene and Mikael 
Granlund added empty-net goals. The Predators have won nine straight 
games against the Islanders, the longest active streak against a single 
opponent. The Predators are 11-1-1 in their last 13 overall against the 
Islanders. 

“Lanky knew what he was doing. We had great goaltending,’’ Forsberg 
said. “The reason we are happy is the play of our goaltender.” 

The Islanders fell to the Predators on Friday night. 

The Islanders fell to the Predators on Friday night. (Julia Nikhinson/AP) 

Mathew Barzal scored for New York midway through the third period. 

“That’s a good hockey team over there,’’ Barzal said of the Predators, 
who are 7-1-1 in their last nine games. “They are heavy and strong with 
good D. It could have gone either way.” 

The Predators were coming off 4-3 comeback win at New Jersey on 
Thursday night in which they scored with nine seconds left in the third 
period and won 33 seconds into overtime. 

“We played two solid games against two very good teams,″ said 
Duchene, whose goal was the 300th of his career. “The Islanders threw 
the kitchen sink at us in the third.” 

Forsberg opened the scoring on a power play with 5:42 left in the first 
with his eighth goal of the season. Duchene and Josi assisted. 

Josi, the Predators captain, made it 2-0 on a power play at 8:22 of the 
second. Forsberg and Duchene assisted. 

Josi has 10 points in his last seven games against the Islanders, 
including four assists in Nashville’s 5-4 home Nov. 17. The Swiss-born 
defenseman is four points from tying David Legwand for most points 
(566) in Predators history. 

Lankinen made nine saves in the first, 18 in the second and 21 more in 
the third. The 27-year-old Finnish goaltender played the previous two 
seasons with Chicago. 

“Kevin was great. He was really good down the stretch,’’ Predators coach 
John Hynes said. “It’s great to see him get rewarded.” 

Islanders Lane Lambert said he was pleased with the Islanders’ offense 
which generated a season-high 49 shots. But Lankinen was there to stop 
all but one as the Islanders lost for only the fourth time in 12 home 
games. 

“We did a good job at times,’’ Lambert said. “It was just one of those 
nights.” 

Predators defenseman Ryan McDonagh left the game nine minutes into 
the third period after he was struck in the nose on a shot by Islanders 
defenseman Alexander Romanov. McDonagh, the former Rangers 
captain, wears a face shield. 

The Islanders scratched forward Kyle Palmieri, who was placed on 
injured reserve on Thursday retroactive to Nov. 21 … The Islanders also 
scratched forwards Cal Clutterbuck (day-to-day with an undisclosed 
injury) Ross Johnston and Hudson Fasching, who was recalled from AHL 
Bridgeport on Thursday along with Cole Bardreau who skated in 
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Clutterbuck’s spot on a line with Casey Cizikas and Matt Martin … The 
Predators scratched forwards Eeli Tolvanen and Cody Glass. 

Islanders: Host Chicago on Sunday night, 

Predators: At Tampa Bay on Thursday night. 
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Cole Bardreau fills gap in Islanders' ailing lineup 

 

Ethan Sears3-3 minutes 12/3/2022 

 

Josh Bailey got into the Islanders’ lineup on Friday after being made a 
game-time decision with an upper-body injury, but Cole Bardreau was 
put in a familiar position, being asked to fill in as a temporary call-up as 
the team deals with injuries to Cal Clutterbuck and Kyle Palmieri. 

The Islanders could have iced a lineup made up entirely of NHL regulars 
in their 4-1 loss to the Predators, but wanting a right winger to fill in for 
Clutterbuck, coach Lane Lambert went with Bardreau to play on the 
fourth line over Ross Johnston, who was made a healthy scratch. 
Hudson Fasching, who was called up on Thursday, was also a scratch. 

In an otherwise forgettable 6:37 of ice time, Bardreau committed the 
penalty leading to Nashville’s opening goal when he went off for slashing 
at 13:01 of the first. Filip Forsberg converted a power play goal at 14:18 
to put the Predators up 1-0. 

“I thought he brought some energy,” Lambert said. “No, I didn’t like the 
penalty either. But he’s an intense player. I thought he played fine.” 

The 29-year-old Bardreau had only played in the NHL for 10 games 
during the 2019-20 season, but was responsible for a particularly 
memorable moment. Bardreau converted a penalty shot against Ottawa 
on Nov. 5, 2019 for his first NHL goal and the eventual game-winner. At 
the time, it helped keep a 10-game winning streak alive. 

“All my buddies still razz me about that,” Bardreau said Thursday. “It 
wasn’t the prettiest shot, but I’ll take it for sure. So I’m sure some of the 
guys will razz me about it here, but it’s something I won’t forget and [I’m] 
fortunate for it.” 

Asked to describe what he brings to the Isles, Bardreau described that of 
a stereotypical fourth-liner — the role he played on Friday: “I’m not trying 
to do too much out there,” he said. “Keep it simple and get it deep.” 

The timelines for Clutterbuck, who is considered day-to-day with an 
upper-body issue, and Palmieri, who was put on injured reserve 
retroactive to Nov. 21 to clear a roster spot and can come off at anytime, 
are unclear. 

It is encouraging for the Islanders that Bailey, a late scratch in 
Philadelphia on Tuesday, managed to play against Nashville, skating for 
13:43 and recording two shots on net. 

Ilya Sorokin stopped 19 of 21 shots against Nashville. … Mathew Barzal 
led the Islanders with nine shots on goal. 
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Islanders waste too many chances as they fall to Predators 

 

Ethan Sears5-6 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

Islanders coach Lane Lambert admitted a few hours before the puck 
dropped on Friday night that he is as perplexed as anyone by his team’s 
five-year losing streak against the Predators, a seemingly random string 
of events all tilted in the same direction.  

“I’ve obviously thought about that having been there before,” a bemused 
Lambert said. “I don’t know that there’s a thread. I don’t know that there’s 
a common denominator. It’s just one of those things.”  

Lambert might just wake up on Saturday morning trying to tease out that 
puzzle further, because at UBS Arena, the Islanders lost again to the 
Predators. This time, the result was 4-1 despite the Islanders outshooting 
Nashville by a margin of 27.  

“The way I see it, you probably win that game eight out of 10 times,” 
Lambert said after the game. “It just wasn’t to be tonight.”  

It was the second straight loss for the Islanders, who now are 15-10-0 
and have lost their grip on second place in the Metropolitan Division, with 
the Penguins suddenly looking awfully close in fourth.  

Such is the precarious nature of the highly competitive division, in which 
six teams harbor legitimate playoff aspirations and the high-flying Devils 
are the only club that looks completely safe. The Islanders, who used a 
lineup on Friday that featured call-up Cole Bardreau in place of Cal 
Clutterbuck and Simon Holmstrom in place of Kyle Palmieri, likely feel a 
whole lot less secure than they did this time last week.  

Just as in their loss at Nashville a few weeks ago, the Islanders managed 
an incomplete comeback attempt. Mathew Barzal scored a power play 
goal at 11:06 of the third to cut a 2-0 Predators lead in half and to spark a 
scrambling final 8:54 of the game.  

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

In the end, though, the Islanders came up short, as Matt Duchene and 
Mikael Granlund scored empty-net goals to seal the Predators’ win.  

“We had our looks, we had our chances tonight,” captain Anders Lee 
said. “Pretty solid games. We just didn’t get the bounce or two that we 
needed. So it’s a little frustrating for sure but we play like that most 
nights, we’re gonna be just fine.”  

Lambert said he would’ve preferred that the Islanders get in front of the 
net more. They gave Nashville goaltender Kevin Lankinen, who finished 
with 49 saves, easy sightlines to the puck.  

“When those shots do come through, there was times where we were off 
to the side of the net. That’s not gonna get it done,” Lambert said. “Any 
goalie in this league, certainly if they can see the puck clearly, they’re 
gonna make the save.”  

Prior to the Barzal goal, the Islanders failed to convert on three power-
play chances in the first two periods. The key sequence came after 
Nashville’s Jeremy Lauzon went off for high-sticking at 7:05 of the 
second period with the Predators holding a 1-0 lead. Not only did the 
Islanders fail to get anything going, but also Anders Lee and Sebastian 
Aho were called for tripping and holding penalties at 8:07 and 8:14, 
handing the Predators a four-on-three advantage.  

It took Roman Josi just eight more seconds to double the Predators’ lead 
with a one-timer from above the circles.  

The Islanders, who had a season-high in shots on goal with 50, were 
perhaps a tad unlucky that their comeback fell short. One demonstrative 
instance came with 10:56 to go in the game, when Alexander Romanov’s 
shot at a seemingly open net, which could have pulled the Islanders 
within one, was blocked by Ryan McDonagh — with his jaw. As in so 
many of the other losses to Nashville, maybe it was just one of those 
things.  
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“Put up a 50-spot every night, [you’re] probably gonna win a lot of hockey 
games,” Barzal said.  

Unlike last time out against the Predators, the Islanders got off to an 
even start. The opening goal was denied to Anders Lee at 10:12 of the 
first after a video review revealed the puck somehow sat on the goal-line 
a hair from going completely over, leading to mass frustration from the 
home crowd. That was multiplied just over four minutes later, when Filip 
Forsberg got the Predators out to a 1-0 lead with a power-play one-timer 
from Matt Duchene’s cross-ice feed.  

By the time they all went home, the frustration had multiplied some more. 
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Cole Bardreau just trying to stay in the moment 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated December 3, 2022 12:26 am2-3 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

Cole Bardreau wasn’t sure he’d get another shot at playing in the NHL. 

“When you get to be my age, you think your opportunity might be gone,” 
said Bardreau, 29. “You’re not going to get another look at it. So I’m just 
trying to stay in the moment.” 

Bardreau logged a team-low 6:00 of ice time as he made his season 
debut for the Islanders in Friday night’s 4-1 loss to the Predators at UBS 
Arena. He and fellow AHL stalwart Hudson Fasching were recalled from 
Bridgeport on Thursday. 

Bardreau skated on Casey Cizikas’ fourth line with Matt Martin, doling out 
two hits but being called for slashing Matt Duchene at 13:01 of the first 
period. Filip Forsberg scored on the power play at 14:18. 

“I thought he brought some energy,” coach Lane Lambert said. “I didn’t 
like the penalty. He’s an intense player. I thought he played fine.” 

Bardreau made his NHL debut in a 10-game stint with the Islanders in 
2019-20, scoring his lone goal on a penalty shot. 

So close 

The Islanders nearly took the early lead at 10:12 of the first period as 
Anthony Beauvillier, behind the crease, found Anders Lee just above the 
crease for a one-timer. The puck went off Kevin Lankinen’s arm and 
stopped on the goal line, where the goalie got his left pad on it. 

A video review confirmed the puck did not fully cross the line, though the 
Islanders wound up with a power play when defenseman Jeremy 
Lauzon, trying to swipe the puck away from danger, shot it into the 
crowd. 

Isles files 

RW Josh Bailey returned after a one-game absence because of an 
upper-body injury . . . Fs Ross Johnston and Fasching were the healthy 
scratches . . . RW Cal Clutterbuck (upper body) also was out . . . RW 
Kyle Palmieri (injured reserve, upper body) missed his fifth game. 
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Islanders can't solve goalie Kevin Lankinen in loss to Predators 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated December 3, 2022 12:21 am4-5 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

The chances were there, even if there wasn’t sufficient traffic in front of 
the crease all the time. 

But the Islanders, despite a season-high 49 shots, couldn’t solve goalie 
Kevin Lankinen enough — just as they can’t figure out how to beat the 
Predators. 

“There were probably moments when we needed more traffic,” coach 
Lane Lambert said after the Islanders’ 4-1 loss to Nashville on Friday 
night at UBS Arena. “If we did, perhaps one goes in. I thought we did a 
good job of generating chances. Their goaltender played well. 

“You probably win that game eight out of 10 times. It just wasn’t to be 
tonight.” 

The Islanders opened a three-game homestand by losing their ninth 
straight to the Predators dating to 2017. 

Lankinen made a career-high 49 saves, stopping 21 shots in the third 
period. The Predators scored a power-play goal in each of the first two 
periods and Matt Duchene and Mikael Granlund added late empty-net 
goals to clinch it after the Islanders pulled within one. 

“You put up a 50-spot every night, you’re probably going to win a lot of 
hockey games,” said Mathew Barzal, who tied a career high with nine 
shots and made it 2-1 with a power-play snipe from the left circle at 11:06 
of the third period. “Just frustrated every time you lose. It’s the business 
of winning, so any time you lose, it’s tough. At the end of the day, you 
can’t dwell on it too long. It’s 82 games. It was a pretty good effort 
tonight.” 

Still, the Islanders (15-10-0), who got 19 saves from Ilya Sorokin, have 
lost two straight and have scored two goals in their last two games. They 
were 1-for-4 on the power play with nine man-advantage shots. 

Overall, they outchanced the Predators 77-43 and, per Natural Stat Trick, 
had 16 high-danger chances while yielding only five. 

“I think [the pressure] was there all night,” Anders Lee said. “We got the 
puck to the net. We brought it to the net. Especially in the third, we had 
guys in front and creating some things. Sometimes on a night like this, 
you think we keep pushing and one is going to go. We got one on the 
power play but we needed one five-on-five.” 

Lambert said the players who went to the net weren’t always in the right 
position to screen Lankinen. 

“When those shots do come through, there was times when we were off 
to the side of the net, and that’s not going to get it done,” Lambert said. 
“Any goalie, certainly in this league, if they can see the puck clearly, 
they’re going to make the save.” 

The Islanders dropped to 0-6-3 in their last nine against the Predators, 
who are 11-1-1 in the last 13 games between the teams. That included a 
5-4 win in Nashville on Nov. 17 as the Islanders fell behind 4-1 in the 
second period. 

“I feel like every game could really go either way,” Barzal said. “That’s a 
good hockey club over there. They’re heavy. They’re strong. Good D.” 

Lankinen, who stopped 18 shots in the second period, dived to his right 
to deny Barzal’s redirection at 10:36 of the middle frame, then stopped 
Barzal’s breakaway at 14:13. He also smothered Barzal’s backhander as 
he got up the ice at 3:57 of the third period. 

The Predators took a 2-0 lead on defenseman Roman Josi’s power-play 
goal at 8:22 of the second period, just eight seconds into a four-on-three 
advantage. Matt Duchene’s cross-ice feed found Filip Forsberg open low 
in the left circle for a power-play one-timer as the Predators went up 1-0 
at 14:18 of the first period. 
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Cole Bardreau, Hudson Fasching know the drill as Islanders call-ups 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated December 2, 2022 8:25 pm4-5 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

Cole Bardreau wasn’t sure he’d get another shot at playing in the NHL. 

“When you get to be my age, you think your opportunity might be gone,” 
said Bardreau, 29. “You’re not going to get another look at it. So I’m just 
trying to stay in the moment.” 

Bardreau made his season debut for the Islanders as they faced the 
Predators at UBS Arena on Friday after he and fellow AHL stalwart 
Hudson Fasching were recalled from the team’s affiliate in Bridgeport on 
Thursday. 

The Islanders’ forward depth has been depleted with Kyle Palmieri 
(upper body) on injured reserve and Cal Clutterbuck (upper body) listed 
as day-to-day. 

Josh Bailey, who missed Tuesday’s 3-1 loss in Philadelphia with an 
upper-body injury, was able to play Friday night after coach Lane 
Lambert called him a game-time decision. 

That denied Fasching a chance to make his Islanders’ debut, but he 
knows the routine. He’s used to shuttling between the AHL and the NHL. 

The 6-3, 204-pound Fasching — who signed a one-year, two-way deal 
with the Islanders worth $750,000 in the NHL and $200,000 in the AHL 
as an unrestricted free agent — played 16 games for the Coyotes the 
previous two seasons while spending the bulk of his time in that 
organization in the AHL with Tucson. 

“It means a lot,” Fasching said of this call-up. “To be part of a new 
organization, to have this opportunity, it means everything. It’s what we 
work for in this sport, to try to get called to the highest level and to try and 
perform at that level.” 

Fasching, who was born in Milwaukee and played for the University of 
Minnesota, has seven goals and four assists in 18 games for Bridgeport. 
He described himself as a power forward who plays a simple north-south 
game. 

Fasching was a fourth-round pick of the Kings in 2013 and made his NHL 
debut in 2016 with the Sabres. He entered Friday with one goal and two 
assists in 38 NHL games. 

“I think they’re just looking for somebody who is a steady call-up guy, can 
come in and perform right away,” Fasching said. “I think I’ve been able to 
prove that. My track record with Arizona, I’ve been able to hop right into 
the lineup and be effective and be trustworthy right off the bat. So that’s 
something I’m trying to stay true to. 

“They want low maintenance, for lack of a better word. I think that’s 
something I can do. I can step right in. I’ve had enough call-up 
experience. I’ve done this a few times, up and down quite a bit with 
Arizona last year.” 

That’s what Lambert wants from both Fasching and Bardreau. 

“He’s an energy guy,” Lambert said of Bardreau. “He skates well. He’s 
got speed. He’s physical. He can kill penalties. So he’s a pretty reliable 
player.” 

Bardreau, who skated in Clutterbuck’s spot on Casey Cizikas’ line with 
Matt Martin, is much more of a known commodity to the Islanders’ 
coaching staff. 

Bardreau, who is from Fairport, New York, played his only 10 NHL 
games for the Islanders in 2019-20, notching his lone NHL goal on a 
penalty shot. 

“It wasn’t the prettiest shot,” Bardreau said of the winner in a 4-1 victory 
over the Senators at Barclays Center on Nov. 5, 2019. “It’s one I won’t 
forget.” 

Bardreau joined the Islanders in 2019-20 after five seasons in the Flyers’ 
organization coming out of Cornell. He has five goals and four assists in 
19 games for Bridgeport this season. 
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Are the Islanders’ underlying numbers a cause for concern? 

 

Kevin Kurz7-8 minutes 12/3/2022 

 

ELMONT, N.Y. — There is a growing narrative in the media sphere that 
the only reason the Islanders have a respectable record — now 15-10-0 
after their 4-1 loss to the Predators on Friday at home — is because 
goalie Ilya Sorokin has been otherworldly in net. There are too many 
underlying numbers, so the narrative goes, that suggest the Islanders 
have gotten frequently caved in on defense and that if they had even 
league-average goaltending, they would not be anywhere near a playoff 
spot. 

According to MoneyPuck, the Islanders’ expected goals share of 45.4 
(before Friday night) was just 26th in the NHL, ahead of only sub-.500 
teams Columbus, Philadelphia, Vancouver, Chicago, Anaheim and 
Arizona. Another analytics go-to, Natural Stat Trick, has the Islanders at 
25th in that category after 25 games, ahead of only those 
aforementioned six teams plus Montreal. 

And it’s true that the Islanders have gotten stellar goaltending. Sorokin 
led the NHL in goals saved above expected with 16.0 heading into 
Friday’s game, per MoneyPuck, and his counterpart, Semyon Varlamov, 
was also in positive territory at 2.3 GSAA. Sorokin now finds himself atop 
the list of best betting odds to win the Vezina Trophy as the league’s best 
goaltender. The Islanders’ team save percentage of .935 is fourth in the 
league. 

Whether you buy into the suggestion that the Islanders haven’t been a 
good five-on-five team depends, of course, on how much you believe the 
analytics. More importantly, whether they attempt to implement any 
systemic changes to their game to fix what may or may not be a problem 
probably depends on what they think of these sorts of things as an 
organization. 

Coach Lane Lambert touched on his view of analytics in October when 
the season was only about a week old. 

“I think there’s a place for it, for sure,” he said. “There’s other factors and 
variables that go into it. I’m more gut instinct, analyzing. (There’s) 
definitely value, but there’s a balance to it. 

“There’s will and structure in our game. Those don’t really get analyzed 
by analytics. We analyze them.” 

Lambert, of course, has made changes to the way the Islanders play that 
have resulted in more offense. 

Who would have predicted that more than one-quarter into the season, 
the Islanders would lead the league in goals from defensemen, as they 
still do with 19? Their 3.16 goals per game are still 15th in the NHL, up 
from the 2.79 they finished with last season. 
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The flip side to being more aggressive in the offensive zone, of course, is 
that it’s riskier. More pucks are going to be coming the other way off the 
rush, and some of those rushes might be of the odd-man variety. 

Before Friday’s game, Lambert spoke about that push and pull. 

“Obviously, from Day 1 we said that our identity is our defensive play. 
That hasn’t changed,” he said. “But in order to add a little bit of offense, 
there is the possibility of potentially giving up a couple more chances. 
We’re continuing to work through that. Hopefully, (we will) cut down on 
those while continuing to build on the offense.” 

Is it easier to play that riskier style of play when you have the kind of 
goaltending the Islanders enjoy? 

“Well, our goaltender is very good, obviously. We know that — both of 
them are,” he said. “We have a lot of trust in them. They’re part of our 
defensive play.” 

Lambert has already made several line changes throughout the season, 
and he has sat some veterans like Josh Bailey and Anthony Beauvillier, 
too. He made a fairly significant lineup change on defense more recently, 
breaking up his bottom two defense pairs. Friday’s game was the sixth in 
a row that Noah Dobson was with Sebastian Aho, while Alexander 
Romanov skated with Scott Mayfield. 

Has that new defense deployment helped? The Islanders won the first 
four after the move before dropping their last two, in Philadelphia on 
Tuesday and against the Predators on Friday. Their expected goals 
share, though, has dropped since then. Natural Stat Trick has them at 
42.8 percent, or 29th in the league over that span. 

But despite the loss, Friday’s game against Nashville was a better effort 
from start to finish. The Islanders poured a season-high 49 shots on goal 
to just 23 for Nashville, and although that number was probably a bit 
skewed due to the Predators leading for most of the evening, it was still 
the kind of sustained offensive pressure the analytics and the eye-test 
aficionados would say the Islanders haven’t gotten consistently enough 
this season. The Islanders had a 16-5 edge in high-danger chances, 
including eight in the second period. 

“We needed more (shot) volume. I think we didn’t get it previously a 
couple nights,” Anders Lee said. “Sometimes that volume creates an 
opportunity to kind of set up in the O-zone a little more when you get a 
shot, get (the goalie) scrambling a little bit. That was a focus tonight, for 
sure, and I think it worked in some instances. Definitely a focal point.” 

Said Ryan Pulock: “We did a pretty good job tonight of getting some 
pucks there and creating some rebounds and chances and some 
scramble plays in front but weren’t able to find that puck.” 

No one was more effective for the Islanders on Friday than Mathew 
Barzal, who finished with nine shots on goal. He scored their only goal of 
the night on the power play in the third period, cutting the lead to 2-1, but 
had other chances, too, including a nifty redirection in the second period 
that forced goalie Kevin Lankinen to make a difficult stop midway through 
the second period and a breakaway a few minutes later. 

Regarding Barzal, Lambert said: “I thought he was moving his feet all 
night. When he does that, he creates (himself), and he can create 
opportunities. He had a little bit more of a shoot-first mentality, which was 
nice to see.” 

So, why didn’t the goals come? That’s another lingering issue that has 
cropped up from time to time this season: not getting enough bodies to 
the front of the net. 

“More consistent net presence,” Lambert said when asked what needs to 
improve. “When those shots do come through, there was times when we 
were off to the side of the net. That’s not going to get it done. Any goalie, 
certainly in this league, if they can see the puck clearly, they’re going to 
make the save. That would be one point of emphasis.” 

The challenge will be putting it all together. They have solid goaltending, 
and Sorokin was strong again Friday, with 19 saves on 21 shots. 

Combine that with offensive pressure and a stronger will to get to the 
front of the net and no one will be pouring over what the analytics 
supposedly reveal. 

“The way I see it, you probably win that game eight out of 10 times,” 
Lambert said. 
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Despite a Season-High 49 Shots, Islanders Lose 4-1 to Predators  

 

Stefen Rosner4-6 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

ELMONT, NY–The New York Islanders lost their second straight game 
as they fell 4-1 to the Nashville Predators on Friday night. The Islanders 
did set a season-high in shots, with 49, but Nashville netminder Kevin 
Lankinen stood tall. 

The Islanders are now 15-10-0 on the season. 

LINES: 

Simon Holmstrom-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Josh Bailey 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cole Bardreau 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

SCORES 

Filip Forsberg gave the Nashville Predators a 1-0 lead at 14:18 of the first 
period as he was left all alone inside the left circle on the power play. His 
eighth goal of the season was assisted by Matt Duchene and Roman 
Josi. 

Roman Josi gave the Predators a 2-0 lead at 8:22 of the second period, 
while on a four-on-three power play. His point shot went bar and in glove 
side for his sixth of the season, assisted by Forsberg and Duchene. 

Mathew Barzal scored his third goal of the season, his second on the 
power play, as he sniped Predators netminder Kevin Lankinen glove side 
and in to cut the deficit to 2-1. Brock Nelson was credited with the lone 
assist at 11:06 of the third. 

The Predators added to empty-net goals, one from Matt Duchene (18:47 
of third) and the other from Mikail Granlund (19:23 of third), as the 
Predators won 4-1. 

Islanders Lose Special Teams Battle 

The New York Islanders had their chances on the power play against the 
Nashville Predators, going one-for-four on the power play. 

On the flip side, Nashville took advantage of their power plays, as they 
scored their first two of the contest up a man. The trips to the penalty box 
and the ensuing goals against put the Islanders in a hole, which they 
were unable to dig themselves out of. 

Bailey Back in, Bardreau Skates on Fourth Line 
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After missing Tuesday’s contest with an upper-body injury, Josh Bailey 
was back in the lineup after being a game-time decision. He skated on 
the third line with Zach Parise and Jean-Gabriel Pageau. 

In 13:34 minutes, Bailey registered two shots on goal and a giveaway. 

Cole Bardreau, who was called up Thursday, skated in his first NHL 
game since Feb. 13 of 2020. After skating as an extra in Thursday’s 
practice, he skated alongside Matt Martin and Casey Cizikas, in Cal 
Clutterbuck’s spot. Clutterbuck is still day-to-day with an upper-body 
injury. 

It wasn’t smooth sailing for Bardreau early as he took a slashing penalty 
in the first period, leading to the Predators first goal of the contest. 

He did not skate for the rest of the first period, but was back on the ice for 
the second. 

“I mean, anytime I take a penalty being on the fourth line with limited 
minutes, it just, it just can’t happen whether it’s weak or not. So yeah, 
obviously kicking my head there…” 

In six minutes of action, Bardreau recorded two hits. 

Islanders Honor Denis Potvin 

From 1979-1987, Denis Potvin donned the “C” for the New York 
Islanders. Over that time, the Islanders won four straight Stanley Cups, a 
tale as old as time. On Friday night, as part of the Islanders’ 50th season, 
the Islanders honored Potvin and his achievements with the organization. 

Hall of Famer. Legend. Islander. 

The first 10,000 fans received Denis Potvin bobbleheads as well. 

Potvin was also throwing “Potvin Socks” to fans during the game as well, 
as the Islanders brought that apparel back after they were a success 
back on Oct. 26 when the New York Rangers came to town. 

Next up: The New York Islanders host the Chicago Blackhawks Sunday 
night at 7:30 PM ET. 
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Lamoriello Stays True to Word With Recent Call-Ups, Right Decision 
Right Now  

 

Stefen Rosner6-7 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

ELMONT, NY–When we spoke with New York Islanders general 
manager Lou Lamoriello at the organization’s golf outing in September, 
he spoke on the prospects in the organization and why there’s no rush on 
their development. 

“I’d rather have them come up too late when it comes to young players 
rather than too soon,” Lamoriello said. 

The New York Islanders had not had to dip into the Bridgeport Islanders 
pool through the first month and a half of the 2022-23 NHL season, but 
with a few injuries to the forward group over the last two weeks, 
Lamoriello has had to make call-up decisions. 

The first call-up came the morning of Nov. 23, as Simon Holmstrom was 
recalled to fill in for Kyle Palmieri who is currently on IR with an upper-
body injury. Despite being just 21 years old, Holmstrom was in the midst 
of his fourth season with the Bridgeport Islanders, with 153 career AHL 
games under his belt. 

“He’s played extremely well,” Lamoriello said. “We feel he’s ready to take 
that next step. And the question is…certainly in his hands when given the 

opportunity on a regular basis, and that’s the only way we’re going to find 
out [if he’s ready],” Lamoriello said Thursday morning. 

His son and Bridgeport Islanders general manager Chris Lamoriello told 
NYI Hockey Now that he saw last season that Holmstrom was ready to 
take that next step. It was just about the right time, and with the Islanders 
in need of a winger, Holmstrom got the call. 

“I think last year when Bridgeport really started to collect its roster and 
have some stability, I think all the players were in a position to start to 
grow, and Simon’s second half of the season was very strong,” 
Lamoriello said. “He got very comfortable in the role. Brent Thompson 
has done a great job with him. He’s been used on the penalty kill, on the 
power play, and he’s been able to see some different positioning.” 

“He settled in on the wing right now, particularly on the left side, and I 
think he carried that through the playoffs.” 

Holmstrom has not provided offense, but he has given head coach Lane 
Lambert responsible play in all three zones and has shown the ability to 
be smart with his stick and help move the puck up the ice in transition. 

When two new injuries arose on Tuesday in Philadelphia, Lamoriello 
again had to go to the Bridgeport well for two more wingers calling up 
Hudson Fasching and Cole Bardreau. That, positionally, ruled out 
October’s AHL Player of the Month in Ruslan Iskhakov and top prospect 
Aatu Räty, two centermen. 

Although the positional lock was not something that came up whenever 
Iskahkov’s name was mentioned, Lamoriello and Lambert have made it 
abundantly clear that Räty is a center. The Islanders need a skilled 
forward right now, which Räty is, and if the Islanders felt that they were in 
a desperate situation, Räty may have been given a chance. 

Lambert would have had to make adjustments, either moving Pageau to 
the wing (while still having him take face-offs) or Räty. 

Per Chris Lamoriello, Räty is dealing with a non-COVID-related illness, 
which kept him out of Bridgeport’s lineup Wednesday night, which likely 
also played a part in why he was not chosen to come up. But the belief is 
tha he would not have been the option from Lamoriello if he was indeed 
healthy. 

But Räty is in his first full season in the AHL, in North America. The 
points have not been there, with four goals and four assists in 18 games, 
and he is continuing to learn the game. If the Islanders needed a 
centerman, then calling him up would have made more sense. 

Hudson Fasching, a 29-year-old winger, has played 38 NHL games, split 
between the Buffalo Sabres and Arizona Coyotes. Despite not providing 
much offense at the NHL level, the former fourth-round pick by the Los 
Angeles Kings has seven goals and four assists in 18 games with 
Bridgeport. 

“think kind of a power forward game, pretty simple, north-south,” 
Fasching said. “Trying to make sure my details are dialed in and try to 
create some havoc in the offensive zone…heavy forecheck.” 

“Make sure my defense is really dialed in and disrupt a little bit, [and] get 
some good hits in there.” 

Cole Bardreau, a center by trade but a player that can play the wing, was 
the other call-up by Lamoriello. The 29-year-old, former Cornell Big Red, 
played 10 NHL games for the New York Islanders in 2019-20 and has 
five goals and four assists in 19 games with Bridgeport. His game 
reminds you of a Casey Cizikas and Zach Parise in terms of work ethic. 

“I’m a simple forward that brings energy. I’m not going to be dangling out 
there or anything like that,” Bardreau said. “[I] just keep it simple, get the 
puck deep.” 

Winger William Dufour, a goal-scoring wizard in his last season in the 
QMJHL, who has continued his scoring ways in his first AHL season, has 
seven goals and four assists in 18 games, but Bridgeport head coach 
Brent Thompson has him playing a fourth-line role. 
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During our chat with his fourth-line linemate Cole Bardreau, Dufour has fit 
in quite nicely. 

“I know he’s not used to playing in that type of role, and coming from the 
QMJHL where he put up a treasure chest full of points, but man, he’s 
fitting in nicely there,” Bardreau said. “I mean, I really think that if you can 
kind of learn to play that simple game too, that’s going to get him up here 
even faster.” 

Dufour has a lot to learn and has taken strides, but he is not an NHL-
ready player. 

The New York Islanders are currently 15-9-0 and in third place in the 
Metropolitan Division. Despite the mindset of a good portion of the fan 
base, the Islanders are not in immediate danger right now, and that’s why 
there is no need at this moment in time for Lamoriello to call upon 
prospects who are just getting their feet wet in the organization. 
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Potvin Bobblehead Night, Gm 25: Islanders vs. Predators, Latest Injury 
Updates & More  

 

Stefen Rosner4-5 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

After a few days off following a disappointing performance against the 
Philadelphia Flyers, the New York Islanders (15-9-0) are back in action 
as they host the Nashville Predators (11-9-2) Friday night. Puck drop is 
slated for 7:30 PM ET at UBS Arena. 

The New York Islanders did not hold a morning skate, as head coach 
Lane Lambert will speak with the media at 4:45 PM. 

The last time these two teams matched up, on Nov. 17, the Islanders got 
off to a horrendous start, trailing 3-1 after the first period. The Islanders 
did make a game out of it, but ultimately lost 5-4. 

“They’re a high potent offensive team. They’ve got good defensemen, 
and I just felt like we didn’t have a very good start in Nashville,” Lambert 
said. “And so that was really the main takeaway for me is that once we 
started playing, we had success, but the start wasn’t there for us.” 

At Thursday’s practice, Ilya Sorokin was the first netminder off, as he is 
likely to start against Nashville. He stopped 26 of 31 in that 5-4 loss but 
was left out to dry. 

As of now, we know that Kyle Palmieri is on IR with his upper-body injury, 
retroactive to Nov. 21. Cal Clutterbuck’s shoulder is not what is ailing him 
right now, as he is still day-to-day. Josh Bailey (upper-body, day-to-day) 
did skate on Thursday but did not take part in line rushes as he left the 
ice well before that. 

The Islanders recalled Hudson Fasching and Cole Bardreau Thursday, 
and it appears that if there are no positive injury reports, Fasching will 
make his Islanders debut. 

The Predators did play Thursday night, a 5-4 comeback win over the red-
hot New Jersey Devils. Juuse Saros got the start in goal, which likely 
means Kevin Lankinen will go against the Islanders. 

Denis Potvin bobbleheads will be given to the first 10,000 fans in 
attendance, the first fan giveaway night of the season. 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders host the Nashville Predators in the 
second and final matchup between the two clubs this season. These 
teams last met just 15 days ago, when Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Adam 
Pelech each recorded multi-point games in Nashville. 

The Islanders will play four home games in their next eight days. 

They enter tonight’s game with a 7-3-0 record against Western 
Conference opponents this season and are 4-1-0 in their last five games 
at UBS Arena. Tonight, the Islanders look to earn their first win against 
the Predators since 2017. 

DRAFTKINGS BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the Nashville Predators? 
You can get the Islanders at -155, +165 on the puck line. The Nashville 
Predators come in at +135, -195 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is 6 at -105, with the under at -115. 

Head over to DraftKings to place your bets now! 

HOW TO WATCH 

Friday’s contest will be available on ESPN+. On the radio dial, the game 
can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU, and 103.9 FM LI 
News Radio 
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EXCLUSIVE: Bridgeport GM Chris Lamoriello Explains Call-Up Process, 
Team Evaluation  

 

Joshua Linsenberg7-9 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

After advancing past the first round of the Calder Cup Playoffs in 2022, 
for the first time since 2003, the Bridgeport Islanders have come out 
flying in 2022-23. The Bridgeport Islanders have a record of 12-3-4-0 
through 19 games, good enough for third place in the Atlantic Division. 

In an exclusive interview with NYI Hockey Now, Bridgeport Islanders 
general manager Chris Lamoriello spoke with our Joshua Linsenberg to 
discuss what went into the recent New York Islanders call-ups, the 
process, his evaluation of his AHL team so far this season, and more. 

Transaction Madness 

Within these 19 games, there has been a lot of movement. Recently with 
injuries to three New York Islanders, three players have been recalled 
from Bridgeport in Simon Holmstrom back on Nov. 21 before Hudson 
Fasching and Cole Bardeau were recalled on Thursday. 

“I think there’s a lot that goes into every decision, and I think that’s 
something we’ve made sure that we stay very current with,” Lamoriello 
said. “We take our time each day to make sure that we know exactly 
where we are as best as we can. I think this situation developed very 
quickly, and I think that the two recalls were made with the primary focus 
on how they would be integrated into the lineup with what the lineup was 
missing.” 

“So I think it’s there’s a lot of depth to any decision, and I think that the fit 
was important, and I think that both Hudson [Fasching] and Cole 
[Bardreau] provide the fit that’s needed at the time.” 

Bardreau has five goals and four assists in 19 games with Bridgeport this 
season, playing a fourth-line role for head coach Brent Thompson while 
Fasching has seven goals and four assists in 18 games this season in a 
top-six role. 

Why Räty Missed Wednesday’s Game 

Before Wednesday night, Aatu Räty had played every game this season 
for the Bridgeport Islanders. When the Providence Bruins visited Total 
Mortgage Arena that night, Räty was not on the ice. This had Islanders 
fans coming up with all different theories. 
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Well, the theories can be put to rest now as the 20-year-old was out with 
a non-COVID-related illness. 

“It was a health-related reason. He was not a healthy scratch. We do 
expect him to be quickly back with the team. He was feeling a little bit 
under the weather. It’s a non-COVID related matter,” Lamoriello said. 

In 18 games, the rookie forward has four goals and four assists. 

Chris Lamoriello on Simon Holmström 

Since the Swedish native was drafted back in 2019 at no. 23, Simon 
Homström had spent 153 games in the American Hockey League (AHL), 
racking up 27 goals and 43 assists throughout four seasons. 

On November 24th, Holmström took his rookie lap with the New York 
Islanders at UBS Arena and took on Connor McDavid and the Edmonton 
Oilers in a first-line role alongside Mathew Barzal and Oliver Wahlstrom. 

But when did Chris Lamoriello know the 21-year-old was ready for the 
NHL? 

It started last season, according to the Bridgeport Islanders’ general 
manager. 

“I think last year when Bridgeport really started to collect its roster and 
have some stability, I think all the players were in a position to start to 
grow, and Simon’s second half of the season was very strong,” 
Lamoriello said.  “He got very comfortable in the role. Brent Thompson 
has done a great job with him. He’s been used on the penalty kill, on the 
power play, and he’s been able to see some different positioning.” 

“He settled in on the wing right now, particularly on the left side, and I 
think he carried that through the playoffs.” 

In four NHL games, Holmstrom has an assist, and a few takeaways, as 
his ability to play along the boards in all zones, has been the standout. 

“I think everything over the last six, seven months here, [we] just 
continued to support him, and fortunate enough for him, the timing came 
about in the last week or so,” Lamoriello said. “And he was excited, he 
was prepared, and certainly for me, it’s been nice to see him grow over 
the last number of years and have this opportunity and do well with it.” 

Chris Lamoriello’s Viewpoint on Handling Players 

A good training camp sets the tone for a great season, and Chris 
Lamoriello was impressed by the tone set by new and returning players. 

“We thought the training camp was top to bottom great, whether it was 
our oldest player or youngest player, and that includes some of the 
players that we returned back to junior,” Lamoriello said. “We felt very 
good about the way the camp went. And I think to the player’s credit, all 
of the new players that came in, whether they were young or 
experienced, really to the coaching staff’s credit at both levels, were able 
to get these players comfortable quickly, and I think there was 
excitement.” 

New York Islanders AHL rookie William Dufour was benched for a game 
last month. Lamoriello spoke on when situations like these arise and how 
he views it from a GM standpoint. 

Per HC Thompson. Dufour was benched as a healthy scratch and for 
“development” reasons. 

“What you try and do is you make sure that each player, no matter 
whether they’re a young player or an older player, they’re put in the best 
position to succeed, and sometimes you need to take some pressure off 
a player,” Lamoriello said. “When I say pressure, it could be the 
workload. It may not necessarily be anything other than that, and when 
you’ve got, I think, the type of depth that we’re fortunate to have right 
now, the coaching staff can use that to their advantage.” 

Chris Lamoriello on Samuel Bolduc’s Boldness After Injury 

For 2019 second-round selection Samuel Bolduc, an injury early in 2021-
22 derailed his second season in Bridgeport, as he only played in 57 
games with just two goals and five assists. 

But in 2022-23, Bolduc has bounced back as he has three goals and 15 
assists in 19 games for Bridgeport and is a leader and a reliable option 
on the backend. 

Chris Lamoriello had this to say regarding what he has seen from the 21-
year-old defenseman’s comeback: 

“Yeah, he had a tough start last year, no question, and I think the 
toughest thing for a player, I mean, he did not participate in any training 
camp. Finally, got back to Bridgeport and not long after that was out, I 
think, another four weeks basically,” Lamoriello said. “You know, being 
on the COVID protocol list, and then it was just a matter of him trying to 
play catch up all year. So I don’t want to see say that he’s exceeded 
expectations, but it’s certainly great to see him, even though he had a 
little bit of a minor hiccup in training camp. He missed a few days.” 

“It’s great to see him healthy. It’s great to see him a year older, wiser. His 
first year, we only played 24 games with that COVID-shortened season 
after the initial disruption of the season. We’re most satisfied that he’s 
been in a position to fully participate and really start to build his 
foundation and take advantage of his talent. I think that’s something that 
is very easy to recognize, that he’s a very talented player and he’s a 
good kid. He’s an intelligent player, and we’re just looking forward to to 
continue the process with him.” 

Next up: The Bridgeport Islanders take on the Wilkes-Barre Scranton 
Penguins on Saturday at 6:05 eastern. 
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Rosner Wrap: Lamoriello Explains Call-Up Decisions, Bellows Waived & 
More  

 

Stefen Rosner3-4 minutes 12/2/2022 

 

Good morning and welcome to Friday. The New York Islanders are back 
in action as they host the Nashville Predators at 7:30 PM. The game is 
an ESPN+/Hulu exclusive. The Islanders had won their previous four 
contests before struggling against the Philadelphia Flyers on Tuesday. 
The Islanders did not hold a morning skate on Friday, as head coach 
Lane Lambert will speak with the media around 4:45. 

Here’s your New York Islanders and NHL stories to know for today: 

NYI Hockey Now: The New York Islanders were busy on Thursday, as 
with players still hurt, two new faces joined the NHL roster in Hudson 
Fasching and Cole Bardreau. General manager Lou Lamoriello met with 
the media to provide updates on the injuries while also explaining his 
call-up decisions.  New York Islanders. 

NYI Hockey Now: Cole Bardreau spoke one-on-one with NYI Hockey 
Now to discuss his first NHL goal as well as get information on what he’s 
seen from three Islanders prospects, in Aatu Räty, William Dufour, and 
Simon Holmstrom. New York Islanders. 

Boston Hockey Now: While the Boston Bruins continue to run roughshod 
on the NHL, their general manager Don Sweeney continues do his best 
to keep superstar winger David Pastrnak wearing the Spoked B beyond 
this season. Boston Bruins. 

Philadelphia Hockey Now: Despite a slew of injuries and a recent 10-
game losing streak, Philadelphia Flyers general manager Chuck Fletcher 
hasn’t given up on the season. His goal is making the playoffs. 
Philadelphia Flyers. 
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Washington Hockey Now: Early into Thursday night’s tilt between the 
Washington Capitals and Seattle Kraken, a big hit led to a fight between 
two unexpected opponents: T.J. Oshie and Yanni Gourde. Washington 
Capitals. 

Detroit Hockey Now: The Detroit Red Wings placed Tyler Bertuzzi on 
injured reserve Thursday with a hand injury and recalled Austin Czarnik 
from the Grand Rapids Griffins. Detroit Red Wings. 

Florida Hockey Now: Three goals within a span of 59 seconds was the 
difference for the Florida Panthers as they snapped a three-game slide 
with a 5-1 win over the Vancouver Canucks. Florida Panthers. 

Vegas Hockey Now: The Vegas Golden Knights have traded minor 
league defenseman Zack Hayes to the Carolina Hurricanes in exchange 
for future considerations. The deal was announced Wednesday 
afternoon by Golden Knight’s general manager Kelly McCrimmon. Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

Dallas Hockey Now: When Pete DeBoer met with the media after taking 
the job in Dallas, he spoke highly about Jason Robertson and his 
excitement to be coaching the 23-year-old winger.  But even with the 
high expectations and excitement that he had, even DeBoer could not 
envision what the kid would be doing 24 games into the season. Dallas 
Stars. Dec 
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Arena Digest / Sky Harbor International softens opposition to new 
Arizona Coyotes arena 

 

by Kevin Reichard on December 2, 2022  

 

Officials from Phoenix’s Sky Harbor International Airport have softened 
their opposition to a proposed new Arizona Coyotes arena after meetings 
with the project developer. 

Officials at Sky Harbor had expressed opposition to the project, saying 
construction would impact flights utilizing the eastern flight paths and 
create housing in an area subject to airport noise. That stance has been 
cited by the city and opposition to the project within Tempe. 

But now that the project was been unanimously approved by the Tempe 
City Council, subject to referendum, the Sky Harbor opposition to the 
project has been pulled back. From Arizona Sports: 

The department said Wednesday that the developer protections after 
negotiations include: “consultation on crane heights and mitigations 
should any crane create performance issues for our airlines, full 
indemnification against litigation over noise and vibrations caused by 
aircraft, noise mitigation and insulation, noise disclosures, avigation 
easements, wildlife studies, traffic mitigation studies and funding, 
glare/reflectivity mitigation, good neighbor agreement, and restrictions on 
events that may impact the operation of Sky Harbor.”… 

On Wednesday, the City of Phoenix Aviation Department said it is 
currently “working with Tempe to seek a permanent resolution on our 
differences in interpretation of the binding Intergovernmental Agreement 
that exists between our two cities. 

“While the City of Phoenix Aviation Department still officially opposes the 
incompatible residential component of the Tempe Entertainment District 
development, we are grateful to the City of Tempe for taking actions to 
largely mitigate potential impacts of the development to Phoenix Sky 
Harbor International Airport,” the statement added. “We will continue to 
work with Tempe and the developer to move forward on the 
commitments made.” 

The proposed $2.1-billion development calls for the new Arizona Coyotes 
arena, almost 2,000 apartments and an entertainment district with the 
usual offerings (retail, restaurants, etc.) on 46 acres of Tempe land west 
of Town Lake. The Coyotes ownership would pick up the cost of 
construction with private financing, backed by some $100 million on tax 
breaks on revenue that wouldn’t exist without the development. The site 
is currently used as a city operations yard and before that a municipal 
landfill. Despite that provenance, the site is a relatively attractive one for 
development due to its size and location. 
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NHL99: Börje Salming showed his strength, on and off the ice, until the 
end 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman14-18 minutes 03/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Editor’s note: This story was written for the NHL99 series but was 
originally  

Published on Nov. 24 following Börje Salming’s death.  

His voice at the time reduced to a raspy whisper, so low listeners had to 
lean in to hear him, Börje Salming instead opted for hand gestures to 
make his points. 

He was going to be the namesake of this foundation, one being started in 
the hopes of making a difference for many years to come, so he was 
going to have his say by any means necessary. 

There he was sitting in a board room, turning his thumbs up or down to 
ideas pitched. 

“There’s a sadness around it, but it’s good that he’s there,” Karin 
Karlström, a Swedish entrepreneur who initiated the foundation, said. 

Shortly after Salming revealed his ALS diagnosis in August, Karlström 
reached out to his family and leaders in Sweden’s business and hockey 
circles. The idea was to create something that would help those suffering 
from the dreadful neurological disease and their loved ones alike. 

The Börje Salming ALS Foundation was established, with Karlström as 
the founder. 

Salming’s whisper faded away and his body weakened, but that didn’t 
stop the foundation’s face from having his voice heard. 

It was Salming’s idea to set up a family fund so patients and their families 
will have all the resources they need in one place. 

“This is not for Börje himself because he cannot take advantage of this 
research, medicine or anything,” Karlström said. “But this is for you and 
me — for other people. He’s doing it for others, not for himself. 

“This is exactly the way Börje is.” 

Salming died on Nov. 24 at age 71. His initial work on the foundation was 
just the latest and final piece of his legacy. He was someone who battled 
no matter how tough the circumstances were so others could benefit. 

Thousands of Swedes should feel the effects of the work Salming and 
those around him did in his last days for years to come. 
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Countless hockey players have already gained from Salming’s 
determination and resolve. 

“He was the player who opened up for other players to go to the NHL,” 
said Peter Forsberg, vice-chairman of the Swedish Ice Hockey 
Association and a board member of the foundation. “He played with a lot 
of emotion. He had real courage. He showed how to play with a big 
heart.” 

Salming had this larger-than-life aura to the next generation of Swedes 
when he played for the Maple Leafs, said Hockey Hall of Fame 
defenseman Nicklas Lidström. 

Lidström dreamed of being just like Salming when he was on the outdoor 
ice as a little boy. He’d seen just a few highlights in pre-internet days. 
Most of what he knew were stories told by his father, Jan-Erik, of this 
living legend who was now doing spectacular things half a world away 
from home. 

“You’re dreaming or pretending you’re Börje Salming,” Lidström said. “It’s 
one of those things as kids. You’re using your idol’s name when you’re 
playing. Börje was my guy when I was 8, 9, 10 years old, pretending to 
be in the NHL. He’s always been my idol.” 

Salming wasn’t the first European player to play professionally in North 
America. Thommie Bergman, for instance, was a feisty and aggressive 
defenseman who joined the Red Wings a year earlier. 

But Salming, as part of that first wave of Swedish imports, rewrote the 
Maple Leafs record book and is on the shortlist of the best blueliners of 
his era. Salming ranks first in goals and points by a Maple Leafs 
defenseman and holds the club mark for career assists. He was a four-
time Norris Trophy finalist and cracked the postseason all-star teams six 
times — once on the first team. He’s No. 54 on The Athletic’s NHL99 list. 

“I believe that Börje was one of the top seven or eight defensemen of all 
time,” former Maple Leafs teammate Lanny McDonald said. 

Salming showed his strength in a different way than Bergman. 

Seldom did he try to match an opponent’s physicality — legal or 
otherwise — or verbal taunts. He’d sometimes exhibit his strength with 
sheer brawn, but it was his determination to push through whatever was 
thrown his way that made him one of the toughest players in NHL history. 

“He deserves a medal for being able to survive the onslaught that (came 
with) being one of the first Europeans to play and the amount of abuse 
that he took, and just kept coming back for more,” McDonald said. 

Former WHA Winnipeg Jet and Salming’s former Swedish national 
teammate Anders Hedberg believes the 1972 Summit Series was the 
impetus for Salming and his countrymen to try professional hockey 
across the Atlantic. 

Salming and Hedberg were the youngest players on the Swedish squad 
that played against Canada in exhibition contests partway through the 
series. Salming learned he could withstand the Canadian players’ brute 
force and still succeed. 

“You learn quick. You have no choice,” said Hedberg, who would follow 
Salming to North America. “Börje wasn’t a physical player. Neither were 
most of the European players, myself included. But we were not afraid. If 
you had any signs of being afraid, you didn’t survive. 

“Börje certainly wasn’t afraid — not one bit.” 

Salming showed up in Toronto in 1973 and, along with McDonald, was 
one of five rookies to make the Maple Leafs that fall. McDonald 
remembers Salming being “skinny as a rail.” 

“The first time I saw him, I was thinking, ‘How is this guy ever going to 
survive?’” McDonald said. “Well, pound for pound, he was as tough as 
anybody. You really found out in a hurry when you started practicing or in 
scrimmages against him how strong the guy was. 

“He would not take any s—, which was pretty damn cool. That’s what 
endeared him so quickly to everyone.” 

Salming didn’t have an issue proving that no opponent would ever hold 
him back. It was mostly charming to his teammates, but it also drove 
Maple Leafs tough guy Tiger Williams nuts. 

Salming would let other players hit him to show that he couldn’t be 
intimidated. Williams often chided him for giving lesser skaters a chance 
to push him around. Salming’s response: “It doesn’t bother me.” 

“I think he just did it to show us that he could take it,” Williams said. “A lot 
of these kids playing today, they have no idea. They wouldn’t have lasted 
10 games. For him to play over 1,000 games is phenomenal. 

“He was a tough son of a bitch, mentally and physically. A lot of guys 
would have packed their bags and gone home in a New York second. 
Börje could deal with it. Some guys couldn’t.” 

Remember, this was perhaps the roughest era in hockey history. As 
Salming’s good friend and ex-Leafs teammate Darryl Sittler said, 
“donnybrook brawls were the norm.” 

The Big Bad Bruins or the Broad Street Bully Flyers took plenty of runs at 
Salming. 

“Because he was a Swede, this North American mentality was to try to 
more or less injure him, get him off his game, intimidate him,” Sittler said. 
“He’d come off the ice and you look at him in the dressing room under 
the shirt off and he’d have these red welts all over his body from guys 
spearing with their stick or blocking shots or whatever it is.” 

Never did Salming relent after a cheap shot or xenophobic slur. 

“On the ice, he would just laugh it off,” McDonald said. “People would call 
him ‘Chicken Swede’ or try to run him through the boards. Like Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, he comes off a check like that — ‘I’ll be back.’ Nothing 
bothered him.” 

There were two on-ice incidents at either end of his career that stood out 
above all. 

As a rookie, Salming fought the Flyers’ Dave “The Hammer” Schultz, 
arguably the most feared scrapper in NHL history. Schultz tried 
alternating left- and right-handed punches, more than a dozen in all, but 
Salming fended off each one. 

“Börje was strong as an ox,” McDonald said. “At no time did he ever land 
a punch on Börje. It really sent a message not only to their team but to 
the entire league. 

“This guy will drop the gloves. But you’ll never get to him.” 

And then there was the skate cut — which is putting it mildly. 

Red Wings winger Gerard Gallant accidentally sliced Salming’s face with 
his skate in front of the net during a November 1986 game in Detroit. The 
impact could have been catastrophic; it was just an inch away from his 
right eye. Still, Salming needed roughly 250 stitches to close the gnarly 
gash but was back on the ice only two weeks later. 

Sittler, who had retired from the NHL, wasn’t surprised by how fast 
Salming returned to action. 

“He came back and played lots after that, too,” Sittler said. 

Of course, Salming wasn’t just the ultimate warrior with an incredible pain 
threshold and a thick skin. He could also play. 

According to McDonald, Salming could “do it all” on the ice. 

“He was a phenomenal passer,” McDonald said. “He’d throw it over like 
four guys’ sticks, land it flat as you’re breaking up the right wing. He had 
a great shot.” 

Added Sittler: “The more he played, the better he was — and the better 
chance we had of winning.” 
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Salming wouldn’t have been viewed the same way if he wasn’t the 
complete package. That’s what gives him such a grand legacy. 

“He has made an impact on Swedish hockey, and the way Swedish 
hockey is looked upon worldwide,” Hedberg said. 

“He showed the world, and he showed the Swedes, how to play ice 
hockey,” Forsberg said. 

Salming was already revered in Sweden based on what he’d 
accomplished in the NHL. And then he came home. 

After a season with the Red Wings in 1989-90, Salming, then 39, decided 
to finish his career in Sweden. 

He was planning to play for Brynäs IF. That was his last team before he 
joined the Maple Leafs. Brynäs is in Gävle, a smaller city located 200 
kilometers north of Stockholm. 

But Hedberg convinced him to play for the team he was managing, AIK, 
on the outskirts of the country’s capital, where he’d have more anonymity 
and maybe wouldn’t be perceived as such a big celebrity. 

“People are going to be intimidated,” Hedberg told him. “Neighbors won’t 
even have the guts to come over and say hello.” 

That ended up being the same on the ice. Opponents like Lidström and 
Daniel Alfredsson gawked at him in awe. 

“That was a thrill playing against Börje Salming,” Lidström said. “I was 20 
at the time and he was close to 40. I remember being in awe of him, 
seeing him play and seeing him skate.” 

Lidström finally got the chance to meet his idol when they were 
teammates at the 1991 Canada Cup. Lidström was anxious meeting him 
in training camp but Salming made him feel at ease. The two players 
were defense partners for a few games in the tournament and Salming 
told Lidström to be offensive and play to his strengths. The veteran would 
worry about the defensive end. 

“That gave me a lot of confidence,” Lidström said. “I was nervous to play 
with him. You feel like you have to give him the puck all the time. He was 
just the opposite. He made me feel really comfortable and made me 
believe I could do what I was really good at. Those words stuck with me 
and settled me down to be able the play the way I wanted to play.” 

As amazing as it was for Lidström to play with Salming, it was something 
that happened before the tourney that will always resonate with him. 

Cars honked and people rolled down their windows to yell as Lidström 
and the other Swedish players walked a few hundred yards with Salming 
from their hotel to Maple Leaf Gardens for practice. Traffic stopped. 

Lidström had heard about the pregame ovations Salming got during the 
1976 Canada Cup in Toronto. But that was at a hockey rink. This was 
something else. 

“We couldn’t believe it. We knew he was big, but we didn’t know he could 
create havoc on the streets. But he did,” Lidström said. “We saw how big 
he was, first-hand, in Toronto, which was overwhelming and great for us 
to see as young players.” 

Being back in Sweden helped Salming grow his brand and popularity. His 
then-wife was interested in marketing and sales. Using connections 
they’d made in Stockholm, Salming launched his own underwear line, 
which morphed into sportswear. 

Those garments have made him as popular with young children today as 
he was with Lidström’s generation. 

“Everyone knows Börje Salming,” Forsberg said. 

Perhaps no one got to experience that more than Williams, who joined 
Salming on a trip to his hometown of Kiruna in 2016. 

The two visited the mining town on the edge of the Arctic Circle, so 
Salming’s No. 21 Maple Leafs banner could be hung at the local rink 

where he played growing up. This was part of the Leafs’ centennial 
season festivities. 

One of the first things Williams saw were lights outlining the No. 21 on 
both sides of a mining building. That was just the tip of the iceberg. 

“The young people drank and sang,” Williams said. “The whole town 
walked together to the arena — and I’m talking hundreds of people. 
There was so much respect, morning till night. 

“They marched in that building and they sung all the way until Salming 
dropped that puck to open that game. It was phenomenal.” 

Given Salming’s popularity and impact, it’s no surprise that his ALS 
diagnosis hit people like a ton of bricks. 

Forsberg was brought to tears after reading about Salming’s condition. 

The reception Salming received before back-to-back Maple Leafs games 
in November was so moving and heartbreaking. 

Salming was first recognized before the Hall of Fame game as Sittler 
helped him raise his right arm to acknowledge the Toronto crowd. Sittler 
cried as the friends embraced. A night later, Salming got the stage to 
himself, and the Maple Leafs dressed an all-Swedish starting lineup. 

He was recognized at a Swedish Ice Hockey Association 100th 
anniversary event the next weekend, which was just as emotional for all 
involved. 

“He is ‘The King.’ That’s his nickname. We call him ‘The King,’” Sittler 
said. “A lot of great Swedes have gone on and had great NHL careers, 
but Börje is the guy.” 

There’s no question about that. There even is a biopic being made about 
Salming’s life that stars Jason Priestley as Gerry McNamara, the Leafs 
scout who discovered Salming. Sittler has been consulted for the film. 

That’s why Salming knew he could put his stature to more good use 
when he was diagnosed with ALS. 

Salming and his wife, Pia, were instantly on board when Karlström 
presented the idea for a foundation. They got it up and running just 
before he died. 

Lidström is also on the foundation’s board. He didn’t have to think twice 
when Pia asked him. 

“I know what Börje meant to me as far as being my idol and playing with 
him, but also what he did for all Swedish players — and Europeans for 
that matter — who came over after him,” he said. “He paved the way for 
us to be successful.” 

That’s what makes the foundation so fitting to Lidström. A player who had 
one of the bigger impacts in NHL history could have a much more 
important effect on even more people in Sweden. 

“That’s why Börje wants to do this,” Lidström said. “He might not get help 
from it, but someone along down the road is going to get help from it — 
which speaks volumes of him. He’s not thinking about himself but 
thinking about people down the road.” 
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Hockey Canada on-ice officials called 512 penalties for discrimination-
related offenses during the 2021-22 season, according to a report 
released Friday by Hockey Canada. Here’s what you need to know: 

During the course of the season, there were 415 reported allegations of 
discrimination brought forward that were not witnessed by an official, and 
75 of those resulted in suspensions, per the report. 

Discrimination relates to any player or team official who engages in 
verbal taunts, insults or intimidation based on discriminatory grounds, 
including taunts related to race, religion, age, sexual orientation/gender 
identity, marital status, genetic characteristics or disability, per the report. 

According to Hockey Canada, this is the first year of reporting and “does 
not present a comprehensive representation of discrimination in hockey, 
nor does it report on other incidents of maltreatment, harassment or 
abuse, such as sexual violence.” 

Hockey Canada intends to “progressively expand tracking and reporting 
efforts, with a view to publicly reporting on all instances of maltreatment, 
abuse and harassment” by the 2023-24 season, it stated in the report. 

Numbers in the report 

Most of the penalties (282 of 512 or 55 percent) occurred at the U18 level 
and were issued to players (96 percent). A small portion of the penalties 
was issued to coaches and bench staff (four percent). Almost all of the 
penalties were issued to men (99 percent), with just one percent of the 
penalties issued to women, according to the report. 

Hockey Eastern Ontario had the greatest highest number of 
discrimination-related penalties per capita (0.31 percent), followed by 
Hockey Northwestern Ontario (0.26 percent). Hockey Nova Scotia and 
Hockey Alberta had the third-most number of penalties per capita (both 
0.13 percent). 

Of the reported allegations that were not witnessed by an official, 
discrimination based on race was the most common (47 percent), 
followed by discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity 
(40 percent), genetic characteristics (four percent), multiple (four 
percent), disability (three percent), marital or familial status (one percent) 
and religion (one percent). 

Thirty-seven percent of the allegations that were not witnessed by an 
official were issued at the U18 level, which also had the highest per 
capita rate (0.21 percent). 

A majority of the allegations (76 percent) that were not witnessed by an 
official were reported to have been uttered by players. 

Among member organizations, Hockey PEI had the highest per capita 
rate (0.38 percent) of reported allegations that were not witnessed by an 
official, followed by Hockey Manitoba (0.16 percent) and Hockey Alberta 
(0.14 percent), according to the report. 

Of the reported offenses not witnessed by an official, 37 percent were 
considered unsubstantiated, 18 percent resulted in suspensions, 17 
percent resulted in a written warning, 13 percent resulted in education, 
10 percent resulted in multiple or other sanctions and five percent are 
considered under investigation. 

What they’re saying 

Hockey Canada stated that it will report its second year of data on 
discrimination at the conclusion of the 2022-23 season. For the 2023-24 
season, all instances of maltreatment, abuse and harassment will be 
tracked and reported by all members across the country and the 
information will be publicly reported, the organization said. 

The report noted: “As Hockey Canada and its members continue to build 
greater awareness and facilitate greater opportunities and trust for 
individuals to come forward, it is anticipated there will be an increase in 
incidences being reported on and off the ice.” 

“Hockey Canada recognizes that for all the good that the sport brings to 
individuals and communities, maltreatment does occur in hockey,” the 

report states. “By starting to name these manifestations of maltreatment, 
and enhancing dialogue around these, Hockey Canada and its members 
hope to break down the wall of silence around these unacceptable 
behaviours.” 
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NHL Power Rankings: A 32-team Christmas wish list, Maple Leafs make 
their jump 
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December is here, the holiday season is upon us, and it’s time to think 
about what everyone wants for Christmas. Hockey Santa is making a list, 
he’s checking it twice and he’s ready to deliver some goodies later this 
month. 

We’re kicking off the holiday season by offering up one item on every 
team’s wish list. If you don’t see your favorite team unwrapping these 
exact gifts on Dec. 25, just know that it’s because they’re a very naughty 
team that got a lump of coal instead. Or they just don’t celebrate. Either 
way, everyone has stuff they could use. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 19-3-0 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Wish List: A nice, thoughtful, handwritten card for our friend Patrice 
Bergeron that says how proud we are of him for all his success 
throughout his career. 

What do you get for someone who has it all? Something from the heart. 
The Bruins have starpower and they have depth. They have a strong 
group of forwards and defensemen. They have a terrific starter and a 
capable backup. They have it all and that makes gift-giving really difficult. 

So we searched deep in our souls for something special and landed on a 
Christmas card. It’s for Patrice, the King of Boston, a universally likable 
all-world talent that is on a mission to finish his illustrious career with one 
more Stanley Cup. We’re rooting for you, buddy! 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 19-4-1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Wish List: For Vitek Vanecek to not change anything he is doing 
whatsoever. 

During the Devils’ win streak, it felt almost unfair to bring up the priors of 
the goaltender who was chiefly responsible for it. Vanecek was great, 
going 9-0-0 with a .933 save percentage during that run, and the group 
around him is, for now, wagon-esque. He’s only in his third NHL season. 
New Jersey is really good and really fun! Everyone is having a good time! 
Vanecek may well turn out to be good enough! 

Sixteen games does not a season make, though. And it doesn’t undo two 
deeply pedestrian seasons in Washington, or the fact that his best 
season as a pro was when he went .917 with the South Carolina 
Stingrays in 2015-16, or that he’s gotten the hook in two straight playoff 
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series. Is Vanecek good enough to help the Devils compete? Clearly. 
Saying anything more, though, would not be wise at this juncture. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 15-5-5 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Wish List: Please, god, at least one playoff-round win. 

Dom wrote this, but you already knew that. 

4. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 13-7-1 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

Wish List: The return of Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri Nichushkin, Evan 
Rodrigues and Bowen Byram. 

The Avs, officially, have Great Team DNA. Hiccups against Winnipeg 
and Vancouver aside, they’ve still won nine of their last 12 with the third-
best expected goals rate in the league in that span. Does it feel like 
they’re hanging out in third gear? Sure. Is that understandable? Yes, and 
doubly so, given that Landeskog (knee surgery) has played a grand total 
of zero games, Nichushkin (lower body) has been out since a week 
before Halloween and Byram (lower body) has sat since Nov. 4. Now 
Rodrigues — who was getting major middle-six minutes while Landeskog 
and Nichushkin sat — will miss 2-4 weeks with a lower-body injury of his 
own. 

That’s a whole lot of firepower on the bench, and it bit them, particularly 
against the Jets. It also ends soon. Everyone but Rodrigues is skating. 
The rest of the lineup has adequately tread water. Cup-caliber water 
treading there, baby. 

5. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 14-6-4 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 4 

Wish List: For Jason Robertson to play more than 18 minutes per game. 

Robertson is a literal robot. There’s no other explanation for his 
mechanized efficiency scoring 22 goals in 24 games while averaging 
fewer than 18 minutes per night. Somehow. In the salary cap era, the 
highest goal total for a player playing under 18 minutes is Teemu 
Selanne’s 48-goal season in 2006-07. Robertson is nearly halfway there 
with 58 games to go and it’s more than likely that he will obliterate that 
mark. He’s currently scoring 3.12 goals-per-60 which is almost a goal per 
60 better than Auston Matthews last year at 2.39, the previous analytics 
era high. 

We are begging the Stars to maybe try giving him a little bit more ice 
time. Nothing too crazy, just an extra minute. Imagine what The Robot 
can do with a little more time out there. 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 17-7-1 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Wish List: A Vegas Flu outbreak. 

Even after blowing a couple leads in Pittsburgh on Thursday — the 
Penguins stomped Vegas at 5-on-5, dropping 15 high-danger chances 
on Logan Thompson — the Golden Knights are still doing their best work 
away from T-Mobile Arena, going 10-2-1 against a home record of 7-5-1. 
Is that still an early-season blip? Maybe but it’s also funny, given that it’s 
a hard 180-degree turn from the early days. Vegas is played out for 
hockey teams, apparently. 

7. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 14-6-1 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

Wish List: Some damn respect from The Power Rankings Boys. 

And folks, Santa came early! 

That’s three straight weeks in the top 10 for Our Winnipeg Jets! We love 
them! Their last two games in particular have been a stamp on what this 
team can be with back-to-back five-goal wins – one of which was against 
Colorado. 

Early in the season, this was looking like Connor Hellebuyck and friends, 
but over the last month, those friends have come to play. The Jets have 
a 53 percent expected goals rate in November and when you combine 
that with one of the best goaltenders in the world, you have a real recipe 
for success. We’re on board. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 14-8-1 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 7 

Wish List: For whoever “Freaky Friday”-d Victor Hedman to return his 
body. 

On one hand for the Lightning, Mikhail Sergachev appears to be 
adjusting nicely to his bazillion-dollar, 600-year contract. He’s got 21 
points, including 12 on the power play since taking Hedman’s place on 
the first unit, with good underlying five-on-five numbers. But — as we’ve 
noted here before — Hedman’s play is approaching, “Hey, are we sure 
he’s OK?” territory. At a minimum, it’s a shock to see him sitting at 46 
percent expected goals on Dec. 1. We’ve seen some dips from him in the 
past, and he’s always regained his form, but, yes, it’s time to see if 
anyone is hanging around the Lightning facility and wearing a suspicious 
amulet. Explanations will soon be needed. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 13-6-5 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

Wish List: Oomph-per-60. Depth scoring. 

Martin Necas: 26 points 

Sebastian Aho: 25 points 

Andrei Svechnikov: 24 points 

*A gaping chasm* 
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Jordan Martinook: 12 points 

Is that good? That does not seem good. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 15-5-3 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Wish List: A time machine that can unsign Philipp Grubauer. 

Now, did Grubauer just toss up a 21-for-23 night against the Caps? Yep. 
Has Martin Jones returned from orbit over the last week or so? Certainly. 
An eight-goal evening will put a dent in the ol’ stat line. But both of those 
guys have sub-.900 save percentages and negative GSAx, and only one 
of them is signed for $5.9 annually through 2026-27. And it ain’t Jones. 

11. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 15-9-0 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

Wish List: A one-hour cameo from Barry Trotz where the Islanders 
relearn how to defend. 

God bless Ilya Sorokin’s heroic goaltending because who knows where 
the Islanders would be without it. Only four teams allow more chances 
than the Islanders, and their expected team save percentage is .889, 
ahead of only Philadelphia and Montreal. Actual retail price: a .922. 
That’s second only to the Bruins, a remarkable difference made possible 
by Sorokin. He could use some help in his own end and we know from 
watching this team over the past few seasons that they have the ability to 
be a better defensive club. One practice with Trotz should be enough of a 
reminder. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 12-8-4 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 12 

Wish List: A productive power play. 

Credit to Kasperi Kapanen. His game-winning goal against Vegas on 
Thursday night — his second on the season, period, and first since a 
seven-game run on the bench —  wound up qualifying as the biggest 
shocker of the night. That was a tall order, given that Pittsburgh tied the 
game on a third-period power-play by Jake Guentzel after that unit spent 
most of the game looking fully inept 

It’s nothing new there, either. The Penguins’ power play is 27th in the 
league (16.1 percent) even after some recent signs of life. Turning quality 
looks (9.14 expected goals/60 vs. 6.09 actual goals/60) would go a long 
way, but something needs to change. 

The Penguins turned to some analytics to figure out their power play 
woes. They may have found something. Read about it here: 
https://t.co/UFoQhMgDk3 

— Josh Yohe (@JoshYohe_PGH) December 2, 2022 

13. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 11-9-4 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Wish List: A save. 

Going into Thursday’s win over the Canucks, the Panthers had dropped 
six of their last seven. The common denominator in all six of those losses 
was one of Sergei Bobrovsky or Spencer Knight ruining everything. The 
team’s lone win during that stretch was against Boston and lo and behold 
it was a game where they got above-average goaltending. Weird how 
that works. Thursday’s win against Vancouver featured the same recipe. 

Teams don’t need elite goaltending to win, but they do need some 
semblance of it more often than not. Florida has not been getting it 
enough. Of course, that’s not the team’s only problem given its lack of 
finishing, but the talent on the team seems like it’ll win out. The 
goaltending issues, though, may need a Christmas miracle. 

14. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 11-6-5 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Wish List: A cure for the sophomore slump. 

There aren’t a ton of ways to positively frame Moritz Seider’s season thus 
far. He’s averaging -0.25 GSVA per night. (That is, indeed, a minus sign.) 
Last season, his point production helped offset some dodgy underlyings, 
and he’s not getting that so far in 2022-23. The bright side, if you want to 
call it that, is that the Red Wings goaltenders have struggled with him on 
the ice (.874 save percentage), which has contributed to his 33 percent 
goal rate — but he’s also one of the defensemen playing in front of those 
goalies. So, yeah, turns out there’s work to be done before he wins a 
Norris or three. 

15. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 11-9-4 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 16 

Wish List: To go back to “fake” winning instead of “Deserve To Win-O-
Meter” winning. 

I’m guessing life was a lot cooler last year when the Rangers were 
disrespectfully ranked 15th in the Power Rankings while actually winning 
games regularly. That’s way better than being 15th because we believe 
in them more than their record indicates. Who cares about that – you 
know what’s better than expected goals? Real goals. Can’t spell 
“underlying numbers” without “lying.” 

16. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 10-10-3 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

Wish List: Jonathan Huberdeau to stop playing defense and start putting 
up buckets. 

Here’s how it was supposed to work: Darryl Sutter helped Jonathan 
Huberdeau morph into Johnny Gaudreau 2.0, a supreme play-making 
winger with a coach-instilled sense of territorial dominance and newly 
sparkling five-on-five numbers. 
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Here’s how it is working: Huberdeau started Thursday with as many 
points as Luke Kunin (12) and was riding shotgun on a low-event, 
defense-first line with Mikael Backlund. It feels … wrong. Abnormal. 
Unnatural. If this is the cost, it’s too high. 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 13-11-0 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Wish List: An end to whatever hex was put on Connor McDavid’s five-on-
five offense. 

Connor McDavid has a chokehold on the scoring lead every season, but 
the last two seasons have been curious in how unlucky he’s been at five-
on-five. It’s a testament to his otherworldly gifts that he still makes plenty 
of hay anyway, but in the game’s most common state he’s actually been 
unlucky. That’s especially true this year where the Oilers should have 
3.45 goals-per-60 with McDavid on the ice, but are at 2.74 instead. 

Over the last two seasons, McDavid is essentially first in chances created 
at five-on-five, but somehow ranks 62nd in actual goals. In the two 
seasons prior he was 13th and seventh respectively earning way more 
goals than expected. He’s gone from third in points-per-60 at 3.14 to 33rd 
at 2.5. McDavid! 33rd! 

All this is to say that we really want McDavid back to his five-on-five 
dominance. He’s on pace for 147 points without it. Imagine what he’s 
capable of at his usual level? 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 11-9-2 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 19 

Wish List: Marco Rossi racking up points in big minutes, wherever that 
may be. 

Minnesota’s preseason forward group made a whole bunch of sense, if 
you were of the mindset that Rossi was ready to take over as a second-
line center. He wasn’t (one point in 16 games), and the bench is no place 
for a 21-year-old, first-round pick. Thus, he’s trying to figure things out in 
Iowa, and the early AHL returns (four points in two games) are fine. The 
Wild are short on firepower and cap space, though, so their playoff plans 
may well hinge on him figuring it out on a bigger stage. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 11-9-2 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Wish List: Last year’s power play. 

Nashville had one of the league’s best power plays last season clicking 
at 24.4 percent, good for sixth in the league. This year, the Predators are 
at a pedestrian 16.1 percent, good for 28th in the league. It’s not the only 
reason the team is outside the playoff picture, but it’s definitely a 
contributing factor. A return to form could cure what currently ails them. 

20. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 11-12-0 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 18 

Wish List: Another winning streak. 

They’re sixth in high-danger chances against, and 16th for, though. “Less 
boring than the average team” and “extremely streaky” makes for an 
entertaining watch. 

21. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 12-9-4 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 21 

Wish List: A new home for Cal Petersen. 

After this year, the Kings are still on the hook for two more seasons at $5 
million per. Ouch. That’s a rough cap hit for a goalie that’s been fighting 
through it over the past two seasons. Petersen once looked like the 
goalie of the future for Los Angeles, but the present is looking grim, since 
he cleared waivers earlier this week. A catastrophic game against the 
Kraken basically sealed his fate. 

22. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 12-10-1 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 23 

Wish List: A high pick for Sean Monahan. 

Some genius wrote this when the Canadiens traded for Monahan: 
“Perfect move for a terrible team. No notes. The Habs, effective as their 
first offseason under Jeff Gorton and Kent Hughes has been, aren’t 
winning anything in the immediate future. Why not add a first-round pick, 
even a late one, for the $6.375 million remaining on Monahan’s deal? If 
he comes back from another hip surgery and shows he’s still a viable 
middle-six NHL center? Great. Retain half of his salary, then flip him at 
the deadline for even more.” 

And here we are. Monahan has 14 points in 22 games, looking very 
much like a guy who’ll net Gorton and Hughes something at the deadline, 
should they wish to go that route. Whatever happens, let’s hope it’s what 
Monahan wants; he’s always seemed like a genuinely good dude. 

23. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 10-13-1 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 22 

Wish List: A statue for Tage Thompson outside KeyBank Center. 

Some would say this is premature. We say it’s prudent given the rocket-
like trajectory Tage is on right now. This guy oozes oomph and it’s only a 
matter of time before he actually earns a statue – why not just start 
building it now? If it’s not outside KeyBank Center, feel free to build it 
outside Power Rankings HQ, we’ll keep it safe for the next decade. 

Tage is on pace for 51 goals and 109 points by the way. Just an absolute 
monster of a player. 

24. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 24 
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Record: 10-11-4 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 24 

Wish List: More goals for Alex Ovechkin. 

After Thursday’s OT loss to Seattle, the Caps are sixth in the Metro, sixth 
in the wild card and 22nd in expected goals percentage. As far as them 
being a legit contender, it, uh, feels over. Ovechkin is still filling it up and 
breaking wild records, though. That’ll keep happening for a while. 

OVECHKIN‼ 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 8-13-1 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 25 

Wish List: Barry Trotz, full-time, after his one-hour cameo with the 
Islanders. 

The Senators not taking the big step many expected is probably not all 
on DJ Smith considering the team’s underlying process seems sound. 
But with the talent this team has accrued, Trotz feels like a good fit to 
take Ottawa to the next level in its rebuild. Trotz is not a perfect coach, 
especially with young talent (and that may be a problem with this 
particular team), but he’s one of the best for a reason. Ottawa could use 
a fresh voice for the next part of its journey. 

26. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 9-12-3 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 27 

Wish List: Someone to tear off the band-aid. 

A 5-5-0 run, plus the fact that they play in the Pacific Division, seemed 
like reason for squint-and-you-can-see-it optimism for the Canucks. 
Thursday brought a 5-1 loss to Florida and an injured goaltender. 
Acceptance mode will follow, eventually. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 

Record:8-14-4 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 26 

Wish List: Someone willing to take on Erik Karlsson’s enormous contract 
now that he’s good again. 

Karlsson’s renaissance season has been one of the marquee stories of 
the first quarter and for a rebuilding team it’s a perfect time to strike. With 
each passing game, Karlsson’s value continues to be rehabilitated 
enough that his huge deal now feels actually movable. What he’s done is 
clearly not enough to make the Sharks a playoff team and may in fact be 
actively hurting the greater good of building a solid foundation for the 
future. There’s no point in him languishing here when his services can 
actually be used elsewhere. Does another team dare take on the risk 
given the current salary cap landscape? We hope so because that would 
be a fun trade – and it would just be fun to see Karlsson flourish 
somewhere the games actually matter. That’s not here. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 8-11-5 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Wish List: Another 10-game losing streak. 

The Flyers are 28th in expected goals percentage with the worst power 
play in the league. If Carter Hart stubs his toe, they’re going to drop even 
further down the ladder. Given the total absence of top-end talent from 
the organization, that’s a good thing. Wins are bad, at the moment. This 
season would’ve been a mushy-middle mess, at best, even with Sean 
Couturier in the lineup. Now, they’re at least on track to come of it with a 
decent shot at a top pick. 

29. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 7-10-3 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Wish List: A king’s ransom for Jakob Chychrun. 

He had a trying season last year, but Chychrun has posted some strong 
numbers in the five games since he’s returned. That might be good news 
for Arizona’s asking price for the star defender. The asking price is 
currently The Moon, but the Coyotes may settle for something smaller 
under the right circumstances. Hopefully they pull it off before the 
Christmas trade freeze because right now he’s part of the problem in 
Arizona – the problem being that the team is actually winning hockey 
games. 

30. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 7-12-2 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Wish List: A troll turn for Patrik Laine. 

Now that he’s worn bright colors often enough for folks to notice, let’s see 
Laine pivot hard to, like, suburban dadcore so we can see how that’s 
received. “Ah yes, a Columbia quarter-zip paired with New Balances. 
Check out those grass stains. An act of bravery.” 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 6-12-4 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Wish List: Conor Bedard. 

They’ve been begging Santa for months, but unfortunately for the 
Blackhawks, so have a few other teams. Chicago has done some 
excellent work of late to put itself firmly in the mix losing eight straight 
and 14 of 16 – but Bedard is a hot item this holiday season. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 6-16-2 

Dom rank: 32 
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Sean rank: 32 

Wish List: A fast forward button to April. 

They finally won in regulation. Pour one out for the early season’s best 
running joke. 
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LeBrun: The NHL’s most intriguing restricted free agents, from Caufield 
to Dubois to Zegras 

 

Pierre LeBrun19-24 minutes 02/12/2022 

 

Roope Hintz’s contract extension caught some people off guard this 
week, as far as its timing, but it also came as a reminder that for pending 
restricted free agents, the timeline for getting a deal done is not nearly as 
obvious as for unrestricted free agents. 

There’s less urgency in getting RFAs signed ahead of time because of 
the simple fact that those players aren’t walking into the market like UFAs 
can. Technically speaking, RFAs eligible for offer sheets can talk to other 
teams, but we know how rarely one of those materializes. 

RFAs who are one year away from UFA status can force a trade, as we 
saw this past summer with Matthew Tkachuk. More on that later, 
because we might have an RFA or two going down that path this 
summer. 

In any case, it’s always interesting to see a pending RFA get a deal done 
ahead of time. Both Stars general manager Jim Nill and Hintz’s agent, 
Markus Lehto, said the deal — eight years with an $8.45 million average 
annual value — got done rather quickly, which is important, to avoid any 
lingering in-season talks weighing on Hintz’s mind. That’s why so many 
teams and agents agree to wait on RFAs until after the season. Or 
extend one year out. 

Hintz’s contract also signals that the NHL is perhaps leaving behind its 
pandemic, flat-cap marketplace and entering better times with the 
promise of a salary cap that’s going to jump up meaningfully either this 
summer or next. 

The Stars are clearly betting on an improving economic NHL 
environment and trying to get ahead of what might have been a more 
expensive proposition a year and a half from now, when Hintz would 
have had UFA-eligible leverage on his side. 

Will the contract impact other negotiations to come over the next several 
months? Which ones might already be in motion? 

Let’s check in on some of the most intriguing pending RFA situations. 

(Note: The contract projections below are from last offseason, via 
Evolving-Hockey, to provide a ballpark of what the numbers might have 
been heading into the 2022-23 season. Statistics are from 2022-23.) 

Roope Hintz in the most complete forward on the Stars. And Tuesday, he 
officially locked in for the long haul with Dallas. 

Jesper Bratt, Devils 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: Four years, $5.612 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: nine goals, 27 points, plus-12 and 17:11 ATOI in 24 
games 

The Devils punted the ball a year down the line after signing the very 
talented winger to a one-year, $5.45 million deal in August, avoiding a 

scheduled arbitration hearing. There were talks last summer about a 
long-term deal, but the two sides couldn’t bridge the gap. 

My sense of the situation is this: The Devils are building around Jack 
Hughes ($8 million AAV) and Nico Hischier ($7.25 million AAV) down the 
middle, and while they very much want Bratt to be part of that forward 
core long-term, I don’t think they can see paying him more than Hughes. 
I could be wrong about that, but that’s my sense. So it’s going to be 
rather interesting to see where this goes. Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald is 
trying to build, from the ground up, a Bruins-like culture where players 
sacrifice a bit on the cap in order to build as deep a contender as 
possible over time — a team that can take swings at it year after year, 
not just for a short window. Easier said than done, of course. 

The Devils absolutely want Bratt to stay long-term, but at this point, it’s 
clearly at a number that’s different than what his two agents have in 
mind. And to be fair, Hughes and Hischier signed their extensions out of 
their entry-level deals while Bratt is headed into contract No. 4, which 
carries more leverage. You can see why Bratt’s camp would feel justified 
to ask for north of $8 million as an AAV. 

I reached out to agent Rick Komarow, who declined to comment. To be 
fair, that’s standard for him. He rarely comments on his clients’ 
contractual situations. But this much is a fact: Bratt has arbitration rights 
this summer and is one year away from UFA eligibility. So this is 
probably the summer when it needs to be figured out, one way or 
another. I can’t imagine New Jersey walking him right to UFA in 2024 
with another one-year deal this summer. It’s a multiyear deal in New 
Jersey, or it’s a trade. 

Timo Meier, Sharks 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: Eight years, $8.208 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: 12 goals, 23 points, minus-3 and 20:00 ATOI in 26 games 

We reported earlier this season that Sharks GM Mike Grier has let his 
GM colleagues around the NHL know that he’s listening on pretty much 
any player on his roster not named Tomas Hertl as he continues to retool 
the Sharks roster following the offseason trade of Brent Burns. Nothing 
has happened to change that thinking. So, yes, the Sharks would listen 
on the very talented Meier, 26, who is an RFA on July 1, has salary 
arbitration rights and is one year away from UFA eligibility. 

Now, Meier is an RFA on July 1 with quite the kicker: a $10 million 
qualifying offer. Tip of the hat to Meier’s agent Claude Lemieux on that 
one when negotiating the four-year, $24-million deal back in 2019. But 
then again, Meier is probably a $9 million-plus player by now, given his 
production — coming off a career-high 35 goals last season and on pace 
for another 35-plus season in 2022-23. 

So what’s the play here if you’re San Jose? Probably depends on what is 
offered closer to March 3. It could also be an offseason trade as long as 
the acquiring team gets him signed long-term as part of the deal, which 
would solidify San Jose’s return. Or, of course, maybe Meier fits the 
Sharks’ long-term vision and they sign him themselves. 

Grier did chat with Lemieux last summer after taking over as GM and 
asked if Meier would be open to sticking around for the long haul. The 
answer was yes, but of course, the next question would be: At what 
price? 

“We’re open-minded, we’re realistic, and we’re waiting for an offer 
whenever it’s going to come,” Lemieux said this week. 

I could be wrong, but I don’t think the Sharks sign Meier. I think this is 
more likely headed to a trade at some point, given the assets San Jose 
could net to help along its retool/rebuild. 

On Tuesday, we laid out two potential paths forward for the Sharks that 
both include the potential of a high 2023 draft pick. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois, Jets 
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Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: four years, $5.965 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: 10 goals, 20 points, minus-5 and 18:03 ATOI in 21 games 

The cat came out of the bag last summer that Dubois was unlikely to sign 
a long-term deal with the Jets. He’s an RFA on July 1, with salary 
arbitration rights, one year away from UFA status in 2024. It’s similar to 
where Tkachuk was last summer with Calgary when he informed the 
Flames he wasn’t going to sign long-term, forcing the team’s hand in 
what ended up being a sign-and-trade to Florida. 

The Jets are off to a fantastic start to the season, and Dubois is playing 
well, so it’s no surprise when I contacted his agent, Pat Brisson, this 
week he offered no comment nor any update. It’s not time to rock the 
boat from Brisson’s perspective. They’ll deal with all this after the season. 
I mean, if the Jets implode and slide out of a playoff spot, maybe Dubois 
is a March 3 trade bait, but as long as the Jets remain playoff 
contenders, this is a file that will await offseason attention. 

And who knows: Maybe after a fun season under new coach Rick 
Bowness, the Jets can convince Dubois to stay on long-term. Either way, 
that next contract for Dubois figures to be a career-defining one. He’s 
having a good season and controls his future in many ways this summer. 
The Habs have shown interest already. They would be among the teams 
that take a swing at him if he’s available. 

Troy Terry, Ducks 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: four years, $5.552 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: 10 goals, 24 points, minus-5 and 19:52 ATOI in 24 games 

The 25-year-old forward is proving that his breakout 37-goal 2021-22 
season was no fluke, putting up a point per game so far this season. 
Terry signed a three-year bridge deal in July 2020 at a very reasonable 
$1.45 million AAV. Ducks GM Pat Verbeek has indicated that he’d prefer 
to wait until after this season to start negotiations. 

“It’s not appropriate to comment on Troy’s contract status at this point,” 
Terry’s agent, Kurt Overhardt, said this week. “Troy is focused on 
building his game and helping the Ducks have success for the remainder 
of the season.” 

So the agent didn’t want to say much, but here’s what I would say: Terry 
has salary arbitration rights, and I believe the longer this negotiation 
waits, the better it is for him. He’s just further building his case with his 
numbers. Honestly, if I were Verbeek, I might pick up the phone in the 
New Year, perhaps earlier than I wanted, and get the ball rolling. 
Because the contract Overhardt is going to push for gets bigger with 
each passing month and each Terry point. 

Alex DeBrincat, Senators 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: five years, $8.244 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: six goals, 17 points, minus-7 and 19:11 ATOI in 22 games 

The sense at training camp was that DeBrincat’s camp, led by agent Jeff 
Jackson, and Sens GM Pierre Dorion had agreed they would let the 
newly acquired DeBrincat get a feel for his surroundings over a few 
months before circling back and chatting. That’s still where things stand. 

“Status quo,” Jackson said via text message this week. “Pierre and I 
have had general chats but nothing you would consider negotiations.” 

DeBrincat’s $9 million qualifying offer is a rather important factor in how 
this plays out. I’m assuming the Senators would like to sign him to a 
multiyear deal with a lower number than $9 million as the AAV. But the 
player has a lot of leverage here. He’s one year away from UFA status in 
July 2024. 

For the Senators it’s rather simple: sign him to a multiyear contract or 
trade him. The least desirable option is a one-year, $9 million contract 
bridging him to the July 2024 UFA market. 

Cole Caufield, Canadiens 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: two years, $2.871 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: 13 goals, 22 points, minus-4 and 18:05 ATOI in 23 games 

The Habs have gotten the ball rolling on this one, but it’s very early in the 
process. 

“Jeff Gorton came out a few weeks ago saying that we’re having 
conversations, and, yes, we’ve started to have some conversations, and 
it’s very preliminary,” Caufield’s agent, Brisson, said this week. “There’s 
no timeline as far as we’re concerned. I spoke to (GM) Kent Hughes the 
other day. We’ll see how it goes. We’re having conversations about doing 
an extension.” 

The Canadiens will have cap room this offseason. As to what kind of 
second contract they have in mind for Caufield — whether they want it to 
be a bridge deal or longer-term — my sense is they have entered this 
negotiation willing to be flexible and do whatever ends up being the best 
combination of cap hit and term. Brisson is open-minded as well. 

Trevor Zegras, Ducks 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: seven years, $6.878 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: eight goals, 20 points, minus-6 and 19:47 ATOI in 24 
games 

Zegras is in the same boat as his teammate Terry as far as the GM, 
Verbeek, wanting to wait until after the season to get going on his next 
deal. Which is common. And absolutely fine with Zegras’ agent, Brisson. 
In fact, Brisson saw Verbeek last Sunday, and while they chatted, the 
contract didn’t come up. 

“Since he came out publicly that he wants to wait until the end of the 
year, we didn’t talk contract, and I’m good with it,” Brisson said. “I’m fine 
either way.” 

Verbeek, as a first-time GM, hasn’t shown his leaning yet when it comes 
to re-signing young stars coming out of entry-level. Will he want to go 
bridge or max term? Zegras is a franchise player. I’d be going max eight 
years with a number you can live with, knowing the cap is going up as 
will his offensive production most likely. The long-term second contracts 
signed by Jack Hughes in New Jersey and Nick Suzuki in Montreal 
already look rather reasonable and will be seen as bargains within a few 
years. I wouldn’t bridge Zegras. 

Matt Boldy, Wild 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: two years, $3.465 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: nine goals, 17 points, plus-2 and 18:49 ATOI in 22 games 

What an entrance to the NHL Boldy made last season, with 15 goals and 
39 points in 47 games. It’s been a little slower in Year 2, including an 
eight-game scoreless drought, but he’d been heating up lately. He comes 
out of his entry-level deal July 1. The Wild did approach Boldy’s camp as 
early as last summer about his second contract. 

“We had some very high-level conversations over the summer but 
haven’t jumped back into them since the season started,” Boldy’s agent, 
Brian Bartlett, said via text message this week. 

Sounds like things are in a holding pattern, which makes sense. I don’t 
see any reason for either side to want to rush. 

On the surface, given the Wild’s cap situation, it seems more likely we’re 
looking at a bridge deal, but I also know the Wild aren’t opposed to a 
longer-term deal if the number is right. 
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Dylan Cozens, Sabres 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: two years, $2.544 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: nine goals, 21 points, plus-2 and 17:01 ATOI in 24 games 

The 21-year-old forward is in the last year of his entry-level deal. The 
Sabres have been aggressive in trying to lock up some young core 
pieces. Is Cozens next? There have been preliminary discussions, but 
that’s it so far. 

Where his next deal goes will be interesting. He’s not a huge offensive 
star, but he gets a lot done elsewhere. 

“He’s off to a great start, showing his versatility offensively, defensively 
and in the (faceoff) circle,” Cozens’ agent, Allain Roy, said via text 
message this week. “Plays all situations and is a perfect example of how 
certain players need to be paid above point production while bringing 
value in all areas, including leadership. They should be excited for his 
future as he will only get better. We are in a new age where teams seem 
done paying for past performance and inherent value is now calculated 
by current and near future performance and potential.” 

Bowen Byram, Colorado Avalanche 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: two years, $2.313 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: two goals, five points, plus-3 and 20:47 ATOI in 10 games 

My understanding is that this summer after winning the Cup, the Avs did 
have some dialogue with Byram’s camp, led by agent Kevin Epp, about 
the next contract but those conversations were conceptual in nature and 
not about exchanging hard numbers. So it would appear it will wait until 
after the season. 

Which gives Byram a chance to impress in the interim. 

From our Avs beat writer Peter Baugh this week: 

“Before (Cale) Makar got going, there was a stretch early in the season 
when Byram was playing better than any Avalanche defenseman. 
Unfortunately for the young blueliner, he suffered a lower-body injury and 
has played in only half of the team’s games. He’s skating with skills 
coach Shawn Allard this week and ramping up for a return.” 

Injuries have been part of the story so far in the early part of Byram’s 
career, but when he’s healthy, as we saw in the playoffs last year, just 
wow. 

I would be aiming for a bridge deal if I were Byram, and I would bet that’s 
what Epp tries to do: let the numbers pile up the next two or three years, 
then cash in. Which is why the Avs might be wise to try to lock him in 
longer at a good number. 

K’Andre Miller and Alexis Lafrenière, Rangers 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection for Miller from before the 2022-
23 season: six years, $4.943 million AAV 

Miller 2022-23 stats: zero goals, eight points, minus-5 and 21:55 ATOI in 
24 games 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection for Lafrenière from before the 
2022-23 season: two years, $2.370 million AAV 

Lafrenière’s 2022-23 stats: three goals, 10 points, even rating and 15:41 
ATOI in 24 games 

My understanding is that the Rangers brass did throw around some 
numbers with camps for both players in August and September, but 
ultimately it sounds like each player’s camp wanted to wait. And that 
probably makes sense for two youngsters who need to build up their 
numbers this season — show they can deliver — to gain leverage for the 
offseason. 

Miller is second in Rangers ice time this season, behind only Adam Fox, 
and is playing well overall, continuing to develop nicely as a reliable top-
four presence. But I’m sure he and his agent, Ian Pulver, are hoping for a 
few more points, and without any real power-play time, that’s not easy to 
achieve. 

Lafrenière had a strong second half in 2021-22, but so far this season the 
offensive numbers have yet to pile up. We’re still waiting for that big, 
consistent offensive jump from the first pick in the 2020 NHL Draft. A 
bridge deal makes the most sense here for Lafrenière. He should bet on 
himself. It’ll come. 

Evan Bouchard, Oilers 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: eight years, $6.140 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: three goals, 11 points, minus-11 and 18:42 ATOI in 24 
games 

There haven’t been any discussions whatsoever on the contract front 
between the Oilers and the young blueliner’s camp, led by agents Jeff 
Jackson and Dave Gagner, Jackson said via text message this week. 

And that makes sense because I think both sides probably want to see 
how he fares given a bigger opportunity this season. Despite a booming 
a shot, he still doesn’t get much power-play time with Tyson Barrie 
standing in the way, and he is still a work in progress defensively. But 
overall, after a tough start to the season, he seems to be turning a 
corner. 

If I were the agents here, I would go short-term on the next deal, thinking 
the body of work will grow and lead to a better deal in a few years. 

Vince Dunn, Kraken 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: four years, $4.421 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: four goals, 16 points, plus-9 and 23:18 ATOI in 23 games 

On pace to put up career highs in points and second on the team in ice 
time, north of 23 minutes per night, Dunn has taken advantage of the 
chance to carve out a premium role with the expansion Kraken. There 
appears to be no rush on getting going on his next contract. 

“There have been no discussions,” his agent, Pat Morris, said via text 
message this week. 

Dunn has salary arbitration rights this summer and is UFA-eligible in July 
2024. 

Mikey Anderson, Kings 

Evolving-Hockey’s last contract projection from before the 2022-23 
season: two years, $2.213 million AAV 

2022-23 stats: one goal, five points and 21:42 ATOI in 26 games 

Second on the Kings in ice time per game behind only Drew Doughty, 
who also happens to be the player he’s most often paired with, the 
under-the-radar Anderson isn’t flashy but is a steady player who can 
make the smart play. His agent doesn’t need to wait until after the 
season to chat with the Kings about the next contract. 

“It is something we plan on further discussing with (the Kings) starting 
after the halfway point,” Anderson’s agent, Jay Grossman, said via text 
message this week. 
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We're into a new month of the 2022-23 NHL season, and for the first time 
ever there's a World Cup (of soccer) going on simultaneously! 

In keeping with the international spirit of the big event, this week for the 
power rankings we've broken down the roster of each club in terms of 
nationalities represented, along with some fun facts for each. Some 
caveats: A player must have appeared in one game to make the 
breakdown, and the countries are according to each player's listing on 
the NHL's website (with one exception). 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published Nov. 18. Points paces are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 86.34% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Dec. 3), vs. VGK (Dec. 5), @ COL (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 12 Americans, 7 Canadians, 6 Czechs, 3 Swedes. 

The Bruins might have the second-fewest countries represented in their 
lineup this season, but Boston does boast the largest concentration of 
Czech players. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 81.25% 

Next seven days: @ PHI (Dec. 3), vs. CHI (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 9 Canadians, 4 Swedes, 3 Americans; 3 Swiss; 2 
Czechs; 1 Belarusian; 1 Finn; 1 Slovakian. 

The Devils have dressed the most Swiss players this season, including 
the NHL's only Swiss goaltender Akira Schmid. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 70.00% 

Next seven days: @ DET (Dec. 3), @ BOS (Dec. 5), vs. NYR (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 18 Canadians, 4 Americans, 1 Swede. 

The Golden Knights hold two unique distinctions, by dressing the most 
Canadians overall (18, tied with Edmonton) and players from the fewest 
countries overall (three). 

4. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 66.67% 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 4), vs. TOR (Dec. 6), vs. OTT (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 8 Canadians, 5 Americans, 5 Finns, 2 Swedes, 2 
Czechs, 1 Russian. 

The Stars have seen the second-fewest combined total (13) of Canadian- 
and U.S.-born players on the ice this season, and the highest total of 
Finnish skaters (not including goaltenders). 

5. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 71.74% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 3), vs. MTL (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 13 Canadians, 5 Americans; 4 Swedes, 1 Dane, 1 
German, 1 Dutch. 

The Kraken lineup is home to the league's only Netherlands-born skater, 
Daniel Sprong, and one of only four Danish players, Oliver Bjorkstrand. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 70.00% 

Next seven days: @ TB (Dec. 3), @ DAL (Dec. 6), vs. LA (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 15 Canadians, 7 Swedes, 4 Americans, 2 Czechs, 1 
Russian, 1 Swiss. 

The Maple Leafs are one of only two teams (along with New Jersey) that 
don't have Canada and the United States as their top two most-
represented countries. The Leafs and Devils each have more Swedish 
than U.S.-born skaters. 

7. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 64.29% 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Dec. 3), @ PHI (Dec. 5), vs. BOS (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 14 Canadians, 6 Americans, 3 Czechs, 3 Finns, 3 
Russians, 3 Swedes. 

The Avalanche currently have the league's only Swedish captain in 
Gabriel Landeskog. He doesn't factor into the breakdown of Colorado's 
roster construction yet this season, though; the forward has yet to debut 
after undergoing knee surgery in October. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 64.58% 

Next seven days: @ LA (Dec. 3), @ ANA (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 8 Americans, 7 Canadians, 4 Finns, 2 Czechs, 2 
Russians, 1 Dane, 1 Swede. 

The Hurricanes are home to the NHL's only Danish goalie in Frederik 
Andersen, and one of seven Finnish netminders in Antti Raanta. 

9. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 62.50% 

Next seven days: vs. NSH (Dec. 2), vs. CHI (Dec. 4), vs. STL (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 11 Canadians, 7 Americans, 4 Russians, 2 Swedes, 
1 Finn. 

The Islanders are one of eight teams with a Russian goalie in their 
lineup, and the only club boasting a Russian netminder 1-2 punch: Ilya 
Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov. 

10. Winnipeg Jets 
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Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 69.05% 

Next seven days: vs. CBJ (Dec. 2), vs. ANA (Dec. 4), vs. FLA (Dec. 6), 
@ STL (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 9 Americans, 2 Swedes, 2 Finns, 1 
Czech, 1 Dane. 

The Jets have been powered offensively by Danish-born star Nikolaj 
Ehlers, who moved to Germany as a child and then played his junior 
hockey in Switzerland. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 58.33% 

Next seven days: vs. STL (Dec. 3), vs. CBJ (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Americans, 9 Canadians, 3 Swedes, 1 Czech, 1 
Finn, 1 Latvian, 1 Russian. 

The Penguins' large contingency of U.S.-born players includes Jake 
Guentzel, who is one of only four skaters from Nebraska to ever appear 
in the NHL. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 54.17% 

Next seven days: vs. MTL (Dec. 3), vs. WSH (Dec. 5), vs. ARI (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 18 Canadians, 3 Americans, 2 Swedes, 2 Finns, 1 
Russian, 1 German. 

The Oilers have a small presence of U.S.-born skaters, yet two of the 
three -- Kailer Yamamoto and Derek Ryan -- share a hometown of 
Spokane, Washington. 

13. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 63.04% 

Next seven days: vs. TOR (Dec. 3), vs. DET (Dec. 6), vs. NSH (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 6 Americans, 4 Russians, 1 French, 1 
Latvian, 1 Slovakian, 1 Swede. 

The Lightning are represented by the league's only French skater, Pierre-
Edouard Bellemare, and have one of its three Latvian players, Rudolfs 
Balcers. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 57.69% 

Next seven days: vs. CAR (Dec. 3), @ OTT (Dec. 6), @ TOR (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 9 Canadians, 8 Americans, 6 Swedes, 1 Finn, 1 
Slovakian, 1 Swiss. 

The Kings have some diverse backgrounds in their lineup, including 
Arthur Kaliyev's: He was born in Uzbekistan before moving to the United 
States at age 2 and now represents the U.S. internationally. 

15. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 61.36% 

Next seven days: vs. VGK (Dec. 3), @ CBJ (Dec. 4), @ TB (Dec. 6), @ 
FLA (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 8 Canadians, 6 Americans, 6 Swedes, 4 Czechs, 2 
Finns, 1 Swiss, 1 German. 

The Red Wings' top-pairing defenseman (and reigning Calder Trophy 
winner) Moritz Seider is currently the NHL's only German blueliner. 

16. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 54.55% 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (Dec. 3), @ DAL (Dec. 4), @ CGY (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 15 Canadians, 7 Americans, 3 Swedes, 1 Austrian, 1 
Norwegian, 1 Russian. 

The Wild may not lead the league in number of countries represented, 
but Minnesota does lay claim to the NHL's only Austrian player in Marco 
Rossi and sole Norwegian skater in Mats Zuccarello. 

17. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 54.17% 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 2), vs. CHI (Dec. 3), vs. STL (Dec. 5), @ 
VGK (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 9 Americans, 7 Canadians, 3 Russians, 2 Czechs, 1 
Finn, 1 Slovakian, 1 Swede. 

The Rangers have iced the largest number of U.S.-born defensemen in 
the NHL thus far (five), including Jacob Trouba (one of only four U.S.-
born captains in the league). 

18. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: vs. WSH (Dec. 3), vs. ARI (Dec. 5), vs. MIN (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 7 Americans, 4 Swedes, 1 Slovakian, 
1 Russian, 1 Czech. 

The Flames have one of the NHL's six Slovakian players, forward Adam 
Ruzicka. 

19. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 54.17% 

Next seven days: @ SEA (Dec. 3), @ WPG (Dec. 6), vs. DET (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 4 Americans, 4 Finns, 3 Swedes, 1 
Czech, 1 Latvian, 1 Russian. 

The Panthers are the only team so far to dress the same number of U.S.-
born skaters as Finnish, accounting for the second-highest 
representations of any country on their roster. 

20. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 47.83% 

Next seven days: @ PIT (Dec. 3), @ NYR (Dec. 5), @ NYI (Dec. 6), vs. 
WPG (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 7 Americans, 5 Russians, 1 
Australian, 1 Finn, 1 German, 1 Swede. 
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The Blues have dressed more Russian players (five) than any team this 
season, and have the league's lone Australian player (Nathan Walker) in 
the mix as well. 

21. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 54.55% 

Next seven days: @ NYI (Dec. 2), @ TB (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 6 Americans, 5 Finns, 2 Swiss, 2 
Swedes, 1 Russian. 

The Predators are tied with the Stars for the most Finnish players 
represented, but Nashville is the only club with a goalie tandem (of Juuse 
Saros and Kevin Lankinen) who both hail from the nation. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 48.00% 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Dec. 3), @ EDM (Dec. 5), @ PHI (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Americans, 9 Canadians, 4 Russians, 2 Swedes, 
1 Belarusian, 1 Dane, 1 Slovakian. 

The Capitals' lineup is home to forward Aliaksei Protas, one of only two 
Belarusian players in the NHL. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 54.35% 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 3), @ VAN (Dec. 5), @ SEA (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 17 Canadians, 5 Americans, 1 Finn, 1 Slovakian, 1 
Russian. 

The Canadiens selected Juraj Slafkovsky No. 1 at the 2022 draft, making 
him the first Slovakian to ever go first overall. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 43.75% 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Dec. 3), vs. MTL (Dec. 5), @ SJ (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 10 Americans, 4 Swedes, 3 Russians. 

The Canucks have a strong foundation of American players and a unique 
netminder in Thatcher Demko, the only San Diego-born goalie in league 
history. 

25. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 38.46% 

Next seven days: @ OTT (Dec. 3), @ BUF (Dec. 4), vs. VAN (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 12 Canadians, 5 Americans, 2 Czechs, 2 Swedes, 2 
Russians, 1 Finn, 1 German, 1 Swiss. 

The Sharks are tied with the Devils for most countries represented this 
season (nine). San Jose is also the only team to boast both a German 
(Nico Sturm) and Swiss player (Timo Meier). 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 38.64% 

Next seven days: @ NYR (Dec. 2), vs. SJ (Dec. 3), vs. LA (Dec. 6), @ 
DAL (Dec. 8) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 9 Americans, 4 Swedes, 2 Russians, 
1 Finn, 1 German. 

The Senators are the only team this season to have dressed two 
Swedish goalies, in Anton Forsberg and Magnus Hellberg. 

27. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 43.75% 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 4), @ CBJ (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 10 Canadians, 9 Americans, 4 Swedes, 2 Finns, 1 
Russian, 1 Latvian, 1 German. 

The Sabres have had plenty of Canadians through their ranks, but none 
quite like Dylan Cozens, one of only three NHLers to ever come out of 
the Yukon Territory. 

28. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 38.10% 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Dec. 2), vs. DET (Dec. 4), @ PIT (Dec. 6), vs. 
BUF (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 11 Canadians, 9 Americans, 4 Swedes, 3 Russians, 
2 Czechs, 2 Finns, 1 Latvian. 

The Blue Jackets haven't had the widest swath of countries accounted 
for, but Columbus has dressed the highest total number of players overall 
through the early goings of this season (32). 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 43.75% 

Next seven days: vs. NJ (Dec. 3), vs. COL (Dec. 5), vs. WSH (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 12 Americans, 10 Canadians, 2 Swedes, 2 Russians, 
1 Finn, 1 Czech. 

The Flyers have seen the second most American players through their 
lineup this season, and have one of the league's winningest U.S.-born 
coaches behind the bench in John Tortorella. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 36.36% 

Next seven days: @ NYR (Dec. 3), @ NYI (Dec. 4), @ NJ (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 13 Americans, 11 Canadians, 2 Swedes, 1 Swiss, 1 
Czech. 

The Blackhawks are tied (with multiple teams) for the second fewest 
countries represented in their ranks, but Chicago has dressed the largest 
number of U.S. players (13). 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 40.48% 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Dec. 3), @ CGY (Dec. 5), @ EDM (Dec. 7) 

Roster breakdown: 14 Canadians, 6 Americans, 2 Finns, 1 Czech, 1 
Swiss, 1 Swede. 
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The Coyotes' lineup wields one of the NHL's six Czech goaltenders, in 
Karel Vejmelka. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 29.17% 

Next seven days: @ MIN (Dec. 3), @ WPG (Dec. 4), vs. CAR (Dec. 6) 

Roster breakdown: 13 Canadians, 8 Americans, 3 Swedes, 1 Russian, 1 
Finn, 1 Slovakian. 

The Ducks' John Gibson is distinguished for being the only Pittsburgh-
native goaltender in NHL history. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Blue Jackets' Laine the big winner in latest post-trade 
battle against Dubois, Jets 

 

Ken Wiebe December 3, 2022, 2:01 AM 

 

WINNIPEG -- Patrik Laine took a much more casual approach to his 
second game back in Winnipeg, combining his trademark sense of 
humour while downplaying the importance of facing his former 
teammates. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois hardly recognizes the roster of the Columbus Blue 
Jackets team he left in that blockbuster trade from January of 2020. 

In this latest battle of those involved in the blockbuster deal, all three 
players involved found the scoresheet and made a contribution, with 
Laine scoring twice and just missing out on a hat trick (hitting the post 
and having Blake Wheeler make a kick save with the Winnipeg Jets net 
empty in favour of an extra attacker) in what would become a 4-1 victory 
for the visitors. 

Jack Roslovic also played an inspired game, chipping in an assist and 
blocking three shots while Dubois scored the lone goal for the Jets, who 
had a three-game winning streak snapped and fell to 14-7-1 on the 
season as they prepare to welcome the Anaheim Ducks to town on 
Sunday afternoon. 

The temptation when these two franchises get together is to get out the 
measuring stick, not for how it was used earlier this week when the Jets 
earned a decisive victory over the defending Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche, but to try and get a handle on where things stand 
when it comes to the trade that altered the future of these two franchises. 

In this hot-take society, we are often far too quick to declare the winners 
and the losers, looking for any sort of edge that is to be gained by one 
side or the other. 

The truth is that weighing in before the future of Dubois is determined 
leaves the picture incomplete. 

The Blue Jackets certainly have an edge in one department, since Laine 
signed a four-year extension worth $34.8 million (and carrying an AAV of 
$8.75 million), something he conceded was a huge weight lifted off his 
shoulders earlier in the day. 

“Yeah, it helps. At least I don’t have to answer those stupid questions for 
the next couple years, so that’s kind of off the table now. So I’m happy 
about that,” said Laine, who has been limited to nine games this season 
because of a pair of injuries. “Still got to do the same job, still got to 
prepare the same way whether you’re playing for a contract or have one 
in your pocket. Still got to work the same way. But I think it just gives you 
a bit more freedom. People always say don’t think about it. But it’s not as 

easy as it seems. It’s always in the back of your head. So that’s kind of 
gone now.” 

Dubois made it clear during the off-season that he had a lot of thinking to 
do before he was ready to decide whether he was going to make a long-
term commitment to the Jets. 

But Dubois wasn’t going to be doing a lot of that thinking during the 
course of the season. 

When it comes time to iron out his next contract once the current one-
year pact expires, he will deal with most of the particulars. 

He was going to focus on growing his game and he’s done just that 
through 22 outings. 

For the record, Dubois has done nothing but raise his value for 
negotiations on his next contract. 

He’s producing at nearly a point-per-game rate (11 goals, 21 points in 22 
games) while sitting near the top of the league leaders in penalties 
drawn. 

When it comes to his own game, Dubois is a hard marker. 

He appreciates the strides he’s taking, while always searching for other 
areas to improve or augment. 

"Yeah. I've said this a lot in the past. The player that I want to become, 
the player I know I can become, I think it takes time,” said Dubois. “It will 
keep taking time. I don't think I'm there, either. When I sit next to (Cole) 
Perfetti, I feel old, but when I sit next to other guys, I'm still young. I feel 
like I'm getting to where I want to be, but there are still a lot of steps to 
learn, still a lot of things I can do better, especially as a centreman. It can 
be a complicated position if you want to perfect it. I really want to get to 
the level where I feel I am the player I know I can become. I'll only get 
there with hard work and the help of everybody in this organization. 

"Especially defensively, the play without the puck, it's a lot of systems, it's 
less creativity with the puck than more creativity. Without the puck, it's 
more reads and anticipation. That's the hard part of the game. You really 
see some of the guys, the best two-way players in the league, they're at 
their eighth, ninth, 10th season. For some guys, it's obviously a little bit 
earlier, but it's hard. I know I can do a better job at that. I'm somebody 
that's never fully happy with how my game is and that's definitely an area 
I know I can clear up and develop." 

One of the things Dubois clearly wanted to figure out this season was 
where he fit with incoming head coach Rick Bowness. 

The early returns on that front are obvious. Bowness trusts Dubois and 
believes he can be an impact player for a long time. 

Fellow pivot Mark Scheifele loves what Dubois has done in helping the 
Jets have that one-two punch on the top two lines that is rounded out by 
Adam Lowry and David Gustafsson. 

That’s part of the reason GM Kevin Cheveldayoff pulled the trigger on 
this deal and paid a premium to get it done. 

“He’s a guy that is powerful, skates well, strong, good hands, good in 
tight, he does it all,” said Scheifele. “He’s a tough guy to play against 
when he has the puck on his stick and when he has it down low. When I 
played against him, he was still a young buck. He’s grown before our 
very eyes. He works at his game. He comes in and he has that edge to 
him that everyone loves, and opponents hate. He’s a guy that gets into 
the dirty areas, gets to the net, has great hands in tight. 

“When he has the puck down low, he’s pretty impossible to take off the 
puck. That’s why he draws so many penalties, that’s why teams get a 
stick in there, holding, whatever it is. When he’s doing that, it makes our 
team pretty lethal.” 

But will it be the long-term fit for the Jets, since both Scheifele and 
Dubois are eligible to become unrestricted free agents in the summer of 
2024? 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 3, 2022 

 

That’s why there’s a pronounced sense of urgency when it comes to the 
results for the Jets this season. 

As much as the Jets fan base is enjoying this organization battling for top 
spot in the Central Division, how things progress on the contract front 
with Dubois is a question that could ultimately determine how the trade is 
viewed in the future. 

As for the present, the Jets came up with an effort that was not up to the 
standard they’ve established in the first quarter of the campaign. 

“We had a lot of bad performances from a lot of players in that room. We 
did. The team game kind of went out the window at times, defensively. 
We gave them those goals on terrible coverage that we normally cover 
very well,” said Bowness, who was asked if his team had a letdown after 
an emotional victory over the Avalanche earlier this week 

“It shouldn’t. It shouldn’t. Listen, we’re in a dogfight to make the playoffs. 
Every game is important. I don’t care who we play. Like I said this 
morning, we set the standard of how we’re going to play, regardless of 
who we play. And as I told them after the game, it’s on every individual to 
look at yourself first. Don’t look at anything else. Look at yourself first and 
foremost.” 

Bowness was adamant this was just one of those rough nights that 
teams have over the course of an 82-game season. 

He expects his group to respond and you can understand why he would 
feel that way, since the Jets won three consecutive games -- all within 
the Central Division -- after a listless performance against the Minnesota 
Wild nine days ago. 

With Friday marking the start of a stretch 16 games in 30 days, the Jets 
don’t have much choice -- not if they want to remain in this chase to 
remain one of the top teams in the division and the entire Western 
Conference. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How NHL teams have optimized power-plays to generate 
more goal scoring 

 

Justin Bourne December 2, 2022, 2:25 PM 

 

As it stands right now, the Toronto Maple Leafs are having a great year 
on the power-play, operating with a success rate of just under 25 per 
cent. Going back to the very early 1980s, their only seasons better or 
equal to that percentage were last season (better), and in 2017-18 (about 
equal). So yeah, not bad to have one of their best power-plays in their 
past 30 years. 

What’s strange though, is that a 25 per cent success rate doesn’t get you 
as far as it used to around the NHL, in the same way that the value of a 
paycheck is diminished by inflation over time — you eventually need 
more just to keep pace. Five years ago in 2017-18, Toronto's 25 per cent 
success rate was second in the NHL in power-play percentage. This 
season, they sit 12th at 24.1 per cent (the Minnesota Wild are ninth at 
exactly 25 per cent). 

Teams around the NHL are having more power-play success than they 
used to. Here’s where 25 per cent would see a team finish in terms of 
league rank going back to 2010 (full disclosure: I picked an arbitrary cut-
off to keep the table at a reasonable length!): 

Season 

25% PP 

2010-11 

1st 

2011-12 

1st 

2012-13 

2nd 

2013-14 

1st 

2014-15 

2nd 

2015-16 

1st 

2016-17 

1st 

2017-18 

2nd 

2018-19 

4th 

2019-20 

3rd 

2020-21 

3rd 

2021-22 

5th 

2022-23 

9th 

Here’s where league-wide power-play percentages have gone over that 
same time frame (far right column): 

So far this season (no small sample size), the league is scoring on the 
power-play over 22.2 per cent of the time, a figure that would’ve led the 
league in 2011-12. 

With power-play opportunities being a little higher this season, you can 
see that more PP goals are being scored right now than at any point over 
the past 15 years. 

So, why is this? What do you think has changed to increase the danger 
of power-plays across the league going back only 12 years? 

Here’s where we get into the opinion portion of this because I’m not sure 
there’s one clean answer, as much as we’d like there to be. 

First, not that long ago, the best power-play plans were ideas like, “Load 
up Shea Weber or PK Subban for big one-timers” which led to a ton of 
shots from distance. Often, that was Plan 1A that the top PP unit was 
trying to generate. Big bombs from the point certainly had (and have) 
value, but they’re just less likely to go in than shots from closer, or those 
from the flanks (particularly when deception is employed at the top and 
the goalie can’t anticipate which flank will be shooting), or those from the 
slot, or those down by the net. You get the point. 

The other form of optimization here is that teams almost exclusively 
operate with four forwards and one defenceman, rather than the two D-
men that came with nearly every PP unit not long ago. That means more 
teams are playing more offensively-focused players, which translates to 
more goals. It also means that when there are point shots, they’re more 
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likely to be from the middle of the rink, rather than when teams would 
have two D up top above the circles. 

So, we’ve got less D on the ice and less “bomb it from distance” as a 
strategy, which bears out in the numbers. SportLogiq has data on this 
going back to 2016, and since then you can see the sharp decline on the 
table below. What you’re seeing is shot attempts by defencemen on the 
power-play, per two minutes (data courtesy SportLogiq): 

Season 

Shots by D 

2016-17 

2.04 

2017-18 

1.92 

2018-19 

1.56 

2019-20 

1.63 

2020-21 

1.47 

2021-22 

1.41 

2022-23 

1.33 

Again, those numbers are “per two minutes.” So, if a team has 3-4 
power-plays in a game, we’re talking about six-to-eight less rips from the 
top per game. Seeing as shot attempts on the power-play aren’t down 
over that time, we know they’re just being re-located to better scoring 
areas. 

There’s also the exponential rise in video work which sees teams focus 
on picking apart defensive weaknesses, watching other teams to figure 
out what works in creating more touches for their best players, and more 
looks to shoot. Teams also prioritize getting shots off passes, as the 
value of making goaltenders move becomes even more greatly 
appreciated. 

Further to the video work and finding of efficiencies, there’s also the 
increased success of breakouts at getting into the zone and set-up. As 
much as fans get annoyed by the drop-pass on the breakout, it’s not like 
32 teams have dumb coaches who are getting this all wrong. The drop 
forces teams to either allow the puck carrier a chance by not respecting 
their speed, or they have to back off, getting stuck flat-footed as the puck 
gets dropped and then comes at them fast. It doesn’t always work, but it 
works enough to be a staple of PP breakouts everywhere. Better 
breakouts equal more sustained O-zone time with the puck, which equals 
more goals. 

Some smaller, related hypotheses: shooting, in general, has caught up to 
and passed goaltending. Save percentages have plummeted in recent 
years, dropping from a league average of .915 at one point to .905 this 
season. Again, far right category here: 

Skill has become a priority in the sport, shooters are better than ever, 
and it’s making the game hard for the masked men between the pipes. 
Even defencemen now — particularly those who play PP1 — are 
basically forwards that stand just a bit farther from the offensive net. I 
think goaltending is getting harder for a number of reasons, but part of 
my theory there is that everybody being a tandem means you no longer 
see the 30-some best goalies starting damn-near all the time, but instead 

see the 60-some best goalies half the time, which dilutes the pool a bit 
(and keeps roughly nobody in rhythm). 

All of these are just theories, in the end. But there’s no denying the truth 
that power-plays are scoring at a higher rate than ever, so teams must 
get better just to keep pace. When you get into the playoffs and goal 
scoring gets a little bit harder, having a great power-play becomes an 
even bigger advantage. 

At this point, scoring on one out of every four power-plays barely gets 
you in the top-10 in the league. If you’re much worse than that, you’re 
falling behind and suddenly there’s a disproportionate amount of 
pressure on your team to produce at 5-on-5. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators Notebook: After another listless loss at home, 
Ottawa seeks better effort on road 

 

Wayne ScanlanDecember 2, 2022, 10:17 AM 

 

The local sports radio station that airs Ottawa Senators broadcasts does 
an exceptional job on game day. 

From the morning talk show to pre-game chatter and post-game open 
phone lines, the state of the team gets fair, thorough treatment. And 
when the Senators have a rough night, which has been a pattern for five 
years now, the post-game hosts brace themselves for a deluge of angry 
callers. 

Following Wednesday’s listless 3-1 loss to the New York Rangers, which 
dropped the Senators' record to 8-13-1 through 22 games, a host riffed 
through a spate of texts and emails and declared: “I don’t think there’s a 
single positive one here.” 

If the Senators are disappointed with their last-place standing in the 
Atlantic Division, in a season where things were supposed to be different, 
fans have reason to be equally frustrated. 

Every time the team shows glimpses of being better – most recently 
closing out a western swing with wins in Anaheim and L.A. – it seems 
they take a step back, such as Wednesday’s stinker against the New 
York Rangers. The 3-1 final score was flattering to the home team. 

It’s fair to say the Senators didn’t have their legs in their first game home 
after a long trip through three time zones, but as head coach D.J. Smith 
said prior to the Rangers game - “if you don’t have it that day, play 
smarter.” 

The Senators didn’t play smart enough against a Rangers team that was 
extremely hungry after three straight losses left them out of a playoff 
position in the Metropolitan Division. 

You could see the experience and playoff savvy of the Rangers, who 
controlled play most of the night and didn’t give the Senators much. 

“I didn’t think there was a lot of room out there,” Smith said afterward. 

One of his rookie forwards was more critical of the team’s play. 

“I just don’t think we were hard enough in our own zone,” said centre 
Shane Pinto, who scored Ottawa’s only goal. “I think that was the main 
reason. Just a couple of soft goals in front of Talbs (Cam Talbot), we kind 
of left him out to dry there.” 

Out of the mouths of babes. Pinto is 22 years old. He has all of 39 games 
of NHL experience. And even he can see when his team is playing soft in 
front of its own net. 
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With nine goals, Pinto is tied with Brady Tkachuk and Claude Giroux for 
the team lead. 

He wasn’t the only forward displeased with zone coverage. On the 
Rangers' third goal, the dagger, Tim Stützle looks at Artem Zub and 
holds his arms out to his side as if to say – that’s your guy. This after 
Chris Kreider was left all alone to deflect a puck past Talbot. 

It’s not a great look on a struggling team, a young centre like Stützle 
displaying that kind of body language against a defenceman who has 
been Ottawa’s most consistent defender all season. Stützle has had 
plenty of his own coverage issues at certain times, most notably in a loss 
to New Jersey on home ice two weeks ago. On the bright side, Stützle 
cares a lot and wears his heart on his sleeve, through good and bad. 

Home ice blues 

The loss dropped the Senators home record to 5-7-0-0. They are 3-6-1-0. 

The seven losses at the Canadian Tire Centre, where the Senators are 
trying to rebuild a fan base after trying to rebuild the roster, has to be 
disconcerting. 

“We want to be a tough team to play against at home,” has been a 
mantra spouted by players and coaches alike these past weeks. 

It’s not a new development, struggles at home. Last season, Ottawa 
actually had more wins on the road (18) than at home (15). 

When he was asked about this trend, Pinto said he feels there are too 
many lapses early in periods. 

“We’ve got to do a better job starting periods, that’s kind of a big 
momentum (factor). If we have a good start to the period, then it kind of 
carries over.” 

Sure enough, the Sens are 2-4-0 at home when the visiting team scores 
first. 

And, whatever happened to the Pesky Sens, the comeback kids? 

Forget about it when an opponent leads after two periods. Ottawa is 0-6-
0 at the CTC this season when trailing after two. Overall, the Sens are 0-
10-1. Not once have they overcome a lead after 40 minutes to win a 
game. 

Now what? 

From the fry pan to the fire, the Senators face the Rangers again on 
Friday. This time at Madison Square Garden, and this time they will likely 
get New York’s starting goalie, Vezina Trophy winner Igor Shesterkin. 
Jaroslav Halak recorded his first victory of the season (1-5-1) against the 
Sens, stopping 34 of 35 Ottawa shots. 

Expect a much better response from Ottawa than we saw at the CTC on 
Wednesday. 

The Sens are back home on Saturday and get to face their old pal, Erik 
Karlsson and San Jose Sharks. Karlsson, who is having a throwback 
offensive season, would be a spectacular addition to any contender this 
season. 

No deal for Formenton 

As expected, the Dec. 1 deadline passed without a deal for Senators 
restricted free agent Alex Formenton. Because he was neither signed by 
Ottawa nor traded to another club by now, Formenton cannot play in the 
NHL this season. 

Formenton led the Senators with five shorthanded goals last season and 
was a member of the 2018 Canadian world junior team. The 2018 team 
is being investigated for sexual assault allegations. 

Without an NHL contract, Formenton could opt to play in Europe or the 
KHL. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.03.2022 

1261348 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 'I just suck at hockey right now': Flames' Markstrom hits 
new low 

 

Eric Francis 

December 2, 2022, 1:45 AM 

 

CALGARY – You could have a pretty good debate over which was 
shorter: the amount of time it took for Jacob Markstrom to let in the 
opening goal, or his post-game media availability. 

One took 13 seconds, the other took people’s breath away. 

“I just suck at hockey right now,” said the Calgary Flames netminder, with 
a harsh assessment even by his standards. 

“We’re playing good hockey and not letting many scoring chances in, but 
we can’t start from behind every game. 

“The guys did a great job, and once again I’ve got to be better. 

“I suck right now, so I’ve got to step up.” 

Amidst a horrific start to the season that has seen the reigning Vezina 
finalist post a goals against average of 3.03 and a save percentage of 
.889, it was his effort 13 seconds into Sean Monahan’s return that may 
end up being his rock bottom moment. 

Racing out to play a dump-in that had Monahan giving chase, Markstrom 
slid on his side at the hash marks, only to have the puck carom off him 
and onto the stick of Canadiens rookie Juraj Slafkovsky. 

As two Flames defenders tried in vain to act as backups, the 18-year-old 
calmly shot it into the net. 

Deflating? 

Well, not necessarily for a resilient Flames bunch that spent the rest of 
the night peppering Jake Allen with 46 shots, edging the visitors 19-6 in 
high-danger scoring chances. 

Markstrom only faced 19 shots, yet lost the game. 

His Flames battled back to tie the game 1-1, but it was another 
questionable Markstrom move that led to Cole Caufield's power-play 
winner six minutes into the third. The Canadiens got the man advantage 
after Markstrom slashed Josh Anderson, drawing a crowd that led to an 
Andrew Mangiapane roughing penalty. 

Alas, the difference in a 2-1 loss essentially came down to Markstrom’s 
game-opening gaffe -- a decision so egregious he refused to take the 
media through his mindset on the play. 

“No, I think everybody saw what happened,” he snapped, “and it’s not a 
good play.” 

Markstrom has always been quick to fall on his sword following losses, 
providing commentary as his own harshest critic. 

This was different. 

The body language and the terse responses all spoke to just how much 
his horrible start to the season is weighing on him. 

His subpar play is dragging the team down too, as the lads in front of him 
have compounded the problem by struggling to score goals. 

With the loss of Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau, everyone knew 
offence was going to be harder to come by this season. 
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But the one thing no one expected was a goaltending issue, turned 
dilemma. 

Markstrom’s frank assessment, while admirable, now puts the situation 
under the spotlight, threatening to dominate the narrative moving 
forward. 

One thing for certain is that this team goes only as far as Markstrom 
goes. 

If he’s unable to find his form in short order, making the playoffs could 
become a monumental struggle. 

The question now is how can he recalibrate? 

“Work harder,” said Markstrom, before finishing his brief interview with 
one more suggestion. 

“Stop more pucks.” 

In practice or games? 

Therein lies the debate. 

The answer right now is to give Dan Vladar the ball to run with, as he’s 
certainly played well enough of late to earn their trust, and plenty of it 
from Darryl Sutter. 

It doesn’t mean the team’s $6 Million Man is being written off or replaced 
as the starter. 

It means starting assignments start to get handed out on merit, not 
paycheques. 

Vladar has been better of late, and is a no-brainer to start Saturday 
against Washington. 

Tear up your goalie plan after that and go game-by-game from there. 

Meanwhile, Markstrom can try to build his confidence back up in practice, 
staying on late and digging into the input he gets on his physical 
performance, while trying to clear his mind of the self-doubt that seems to 
have crept in. 

The inescapable truth is he hasn’t been right since last spring when the 
Edmonton Oilers tore him apart in the playoffs. 

Only he can change that narrative. 

Sutter needs to figure out whether that’s better done in practice or as a 
starter, and we can all guess which way he’s leaning, given his long 
history of riding his starter through thick and thin. 

His decision will shape the rest of the season. 

The story of the game Thursday wound up being the man on the other 
side of the rink, Allen, who stole the game in Monahan’s honour. 

The story of the night was Monahan, making an emotional return to 
Calgary with two assists on a damaged foot, bookending a stirring, 40-
second ovation he said he’ll remember the rest of his life. 

The story of the season may end up being Markstrom. 

For better or worse. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In 'mind boggling' loss to Panthers, Canucks once again 
get overrun on home ice 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

December 2, 2022, 2:55 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – Thatcher Demko’s dark start to the National Hockey 
League season turned black Thursday when the goalie was injured trying 
to rescue his collapsing team. It’s hard to see any light around the 
Vancouver Canucks now. 

For the second straight home game, the Canucks were dull and leaden 
at the start, outskated and overrun by the Florida Panthers in a 5-1 loss 
at Rogers Arena. The Washington Capitals beat the Canucks by the 
same score on Tuesday, but this game was worse for Vancouver. 

It was worse because there was no discernible boost in energy, emotion 
or cerebral function by the Canucks after the previous game, and 
because on Thursday they lost not only another lopsided contest but their 
starting goalie. 

Demko hobbled off the ice with what appeared to be a significant leg 
injury with 47 seconds remaining in the first period after the Canucks 
surrendered three goals in 59 seconds to the Panthers. It was the fastest 
any National Hockey League team has surrendered three goals this 
season. 

During the sequence in which he was hurt, Demko faced four straight, 
rapid-fire shots from four different Florida shooters, none of whom 
encountered much resistance from anyone in an opposing uniform. 
Demko could stop only the first three chances – the last of which he 
appeared to save AFTER suffering his right-leg injury – before Ryan 
Lomberg scored on the fourth shot as Vancouver defenceman Riley 
Stillman did the hokey pokey and turned himself around. 

That goal made it 3-0. 

It was such a grotesque defensive look for the Canucks that when 
Demko lay on the ice, it seemed possible initially that he was merely 
protesting the violation of his human rights by teammates. But it was 
soon clear he was seriously hurt, grabbing the back of his leg as if he 
had injured his hip or hamstring. 

Canuck coach Bruce Boudreau offered no medical report after the game, 
but it appears the Vancouver starter is now Spencer Martin, the 27-year-
old backup who spent the last seven seasons in the American Hockey 
League. 

“We've got a lot of confidence in him; he's played great for us,” Boudreau 
said. “But until I know what the situation is (with Demko), I don't really 
want to say too much about it. 

“The fact that he had to make four saves, I'm sure going left and right and 
left and right probably didn't help any. He was doing his damnedest to try 
and stop them all and he almost did. All I saw was bam, bam, bam, bam.” 

Ka-boom. 

Demko underwent undisclosed lower-body surgery last spring that he 
described as fairly common for goaltenders. But he returned to 
Vancouver in early August to get a head start on preparation, working 
with goalie coach Ian Clark, and said during training camp in September 
that he felt more ready than ever to start a season. 

It turned out to be a false start, with Demko shockingly porous. With the 
defensive chaos in front of him and a lot of pucks in the net behind him, 
Demko appeared to lose confidence. He admitted three weeks ago, as 
his game slowly began to improve, that he had never experienced 
anything like this slump and was grappling to climb out of it. 

Ironically – or typically – Thursday’s injury occurred as Demko was 
displaying something close to his MVP form of last season. He picked up 
an emotional 4-3 overtime win Sunday in San Jose, where teammates 
rallied around him as Demko earned just his third victory in 14 starts, 
then on Thursday stopped the first 11 shots he faced, at least half of 
them high-quality chances. Then Canuck ineptitude reached a critical 
mass. 
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“I mean, we were being outplayed. . . and then they scored the first goal,” 
Boudreau summarized. “I'm sitting there going, ‘Okay. . . let's have a 
stopper shift on the next one.’ And then they score again and then it 
seems like we're watching the play going 'what's happening?' And then 
they score the third one and leave Demmer out to dry. It seemed like 
giveaway after giveaway after giveaway.” 

Veteran winger J.T. Miller described the Canucks’ inability to 
manufacture a momentum-changing shift “immaturity.” 

“We talk all the time about, you know, we weren't having our best period, 
there's three minutes to go, let's get it to the house and reset,” he 
explained. “And we give up three consecutive goals on shifts back to 
back to back. We don't show enough maturity as a group for an extended 
period of time.” 

Boudreau said: “I just thought we had no pushback. You'd like to think 
that after the last game — we (practised) for 20 minutes yesterday — 
that there would be a lot of energy. It was just like we were watching 
them play. It's unfortunate. How we can play so good one week and then 
so bad the next week, it's pretty mind boggling.” 

The Canucks swept a three-game road trip last week that began with 
wins against Stanley Cup contenders in Colorado and Las Vegas. But 
with a chance to finally push their way back into playoff position after 
losing their first seven games of the season, the Canucks have been 
outscored 10-2 in home losses in which they simply weren’t competitive. 

Matthew Tkachuk made it 1-0 at 18:14 Thursday after a defensive-zone 
giveaway by Luke Schenn, who had passed to where teammate Dakota 
Joshua would have been had he not broken his stick and wandered in 
search of another. 

Ethan Bear’s weak play, with and without the puck, contributed to Gustav 
Forsling’s goal 35 seconds later, and 24 seconds (and four shots) after 
that, Lomberg made it 3-0 and Demko hobbled to the dressing room. 

Martin, who has played well over his nine starts this season but 
benefitted from heavy run support, gave up two goals on 14 shots in 40 
minutes of relief work against the Panthers. 

“It's really weird. Like, It's eerie,” Martin said of coming in for an injured 
friend and crease-mate. “You watch how much work he puts in. I've been 
in that situation where I'm not able to get off the ice. I don't want to 
comment too far, I don't want to assume he's hurt. But there's the worry 
of that. And then you also have to take care of your business for the 
team. But, you know, when you care, it's tough.” 

NHL Highlights: Panthers 5, Canucks 1 

Still, Martin feels capable of playing more if it’s required. He played his 
way into an NHL opportunity in Vancouver after starting last season as 
the Canucks’ third-string goalie in the American League. 

“I'm always pushing to be in every game,” he said. “Whatever level I'm 
playing, I want to play every game, but I'm also supportive of teammates 
and other goalie partners when they play. 

“I've waited a long time for and worked really hard to be in a position 
where it matters. Right now, it matters. I'm not playing my eighth year in 
the American League; I'm getting my first year in the NHL. So that's really 
positive for me.” 

Maybe some of that will rub off. 

The Arizona Coyotes visit Rogers Arena on Saturday before the Canucks 
close their four-game homestand Monday against the Montreal 
Canadiens. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Monahan’s legacy as team-first player emboldened in 
Canadiens’ win over Flames 

 

Eric Engels December 2, 2022, 1:21 AM 

 

CALGARY — Sean Monahan pulled the opening faceoff away from 
Nazem Kadri, curled back to free himself up for a pass from Kaiden 
Guhle, took the puck hard off his stick and chipped it into the offensive 
zone. 

Then Monahan raced by Rasmus Andersson and barreled his way 
towards Jacob Markstrom to force the turnover Juraj Slafkovsky took 
advantage of to give the Montreal Canadiens their quickest lead in a 
hockey game since Brian Gionta scored 11 seconds into a game against 
the New Jersey Devils in 2010. 

The speed with which Monahan pulled this off was shocking, especially 
considering he arrived at Scotiabank Saddledome with a walking boot on 
his right foot three hours earlier. You’d have never known he was injured 
to the extent he was had the cameras not been centred on him ahead of 
his first contest against his former team. 

It was fitting, really. Monahan’s legacy — built over nine seasons in 
Calgary after he was made the sixth overall pick in the 2013 NHL Draft 
by the Flames — may have been founded on his offensive ability, but it 
was cemented on his willingness to grit his way through the pain and do 
whatever he could to help his team without anyone really knowing to 
what extent he was suffering. 

Over the past two seasons, Monahan couldn’t do much. He didn’t play 
more than a handful of games without suffering through the agony of torn 
labrums in his hips —injuries Milan Lucic referred to as “serious” on 
Thursday morning and ones we think would more accurately be 
described as debilitating. 

“It was tough to lay down,” Monahan recalled, “tough to walk.” 

The foot injury that kept him out of Canadiens practice Monday and 
Wednesday, and limited him to an abbreviated skate Thursday morning, 
paled in comparison, and his presence in the lineup was never in doubt. 
Team trainers would’ve had to have tied Monahan to his bed to keep him 
from limping into this arena and then bursting down centre ice to help his 
team get on the board 13 seconds in. 

“It was a special night, one I’m going to remember,” Monahan said after 
he factored into that first goal and the one Cole Caufield scored on a 
third-period power play to secure this 2-1 win. “I don’t think I would’ve 
missed this one for the world.” 

Everyone knew what this meant to him. 

“I spent almost half my life here,” the 28-year-old said earlier on 
Thursday. “The relationships you build with teammates, within the 
organization and in the community, those are memories and things that 
I’ll never forget…” 

The tribute Monahan received moments after helping Slafkovsky open 
the scoring will be in his thoughts forever. 

There Monahan stood by the Canadiens bench, staring up at the video 
the Flames displayed during a TV timeout, saluting the fans who gave 
him a standing ovation. 

Monahan said earlier in the day he wanted to be remembered in Calgary 
“as a team guy, always,” and you could feel he was being received as 
warmly by Flames fans for that exact reason. 

They knew he sacrificed over and over again for their team, playing 
through things that left him shell of the player they first fell in love with, 
and they were sad to see him go in a salary dump — along with a first-
round pick — in the trade to the Canadiens over the summer. 
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“The fans were always awesome to me,” Monahan said of the Flames 
faithful. 

And now it’s a love-in with Canadiens fans, too. 

They’ve appreciated the details in his game, his versatility at both ends of 
the ice, and the 16 points he’s posted through 23 games in their team’s 
uniform. 

The Canadiens — especially the young ones — are fond of all that, too. 

But their appreciation for the warrior who ends up as his team’s best 
skater in the game, in between limping in and out of the rink, is 
something else. 

“He’s one tough bastard, let’s put it that way,” said Jake Allen, who made 
45 saves and was Montreal’s best player. 

Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis said Monahan’s young teammates 
should take from his courage that “this league is hard, and you need 
special people doing special things (to play) a long time…” 

He could ask Monahan to do less of them in this department, to perhaps 
extend his career by allowing himself to heal rather than constantly 
playing hurt. 

But St. Louis would be asking Monahan to be something he isn’t, and he 
doesn’t appear inclined to do that. 

“Sometimes you have to protect the player from the player because 
they’re competitors and they want to be out there, and it’s hard,” he said 
earlier in the day. “To have a long career, you’re not going to play at 100 
per cent. You’re going to have to play with bumps and bruises, and 
obviously Mony’s used to that.” 

It’s been Monahan’s calling card for as long as he’s laced up his skates. 

When we asked him earlier in the day how he’d go about shifting to self-
preservation, he said, “I don’t even know.” 

“I think it’s just how I was raised,” Monahan continued. “I’ve always put 
the team first, and that’s something I’ll always do.” 

That’s what he did on Thursday night. It’s what he was celebrated for by 
Flames fans during the game, and what he was lauded for by Canadiens 
players after it. 

It’s not going to change. 

As Monahan said to close his media availability after the game, he’s not 
considering taking a game or two off now that this special night has 
passed. 

“Maybe a few practices,” Monahan said. 

But he won’t turn away from the opportunity to help the Canadiens win as 
they continue this road trip through Western Canada and Seattle. 
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TSN.CA / Marner chases history as Leafs confront playoff past 

 

Mark Masters 

14–18 minutes 

 

Mitch Marner received messages from Darryl Sittler and Eddie 
Olczyk after tying them for the longest point streak in Leafs history. 

"It was cool having those two legends reach out and congratulate 
me," the 25-year-old winger said. "If you had told me growing up that this 

would've happened, I don't think I would've believed you. It's a cool thing 
to have your name with some legends in that blue-and-white category." 

Marner can stand alone in the franchise record book if he picks up a 
point in a 19th consecutive game on Saturday night against the Tampa 
Bay Lightning.  

Marner left it late in Wednesday's game against the San Jose Sharks 
needing an empty-net goal to keep this remarkable run going. He missed 
the net on an open look and passed to Michael Bunting on another 
chance before finally getting it done.  

"Big Mike on the bench right away looked at me and couldn't believe I 
tried to pass it to him," Marner said. "He was pissed at me, to be 
honest. It was definitely a relief after it went in. The first two were pretty 
ugly attempts there by me and for these guys to just keep trying to find 
me there and keep telling me that they were looking for me means a lot." 

It was Alex Kerfoot, who finally found Marner on the play that led to the 
record-matching point.   

"We're all aware of the streak he's on right now and where it puts him in 
history and it's pretty special," Kerfoot said. "He's one of the best players 
in Leafs history already and we get to see it every day how special a 
player he is." 

Auston Matthews led the cheers on the bench on Wednesday night as 
the Scotiabank Arena crowd offered an extended ovation following 
Marner's goal.  

"Me and him have been through a lot together and obviously want to 
achieve great things together as well," Marner said. "I was with him with 
those big moments he had last year and it was so cool to take it in with 
him and be by his side. For him to just be that happy and that excited for 
me meant a lot. He's my brother." 

"All of us are rooting for him," said Matthews, who broke the franchise's 
single-season goals record last year. "We just want him to continue to 
play the way he's playing and not put too much pressure on himself to go 
out there and produce." 

Marner's streak has teammates talking: 'He’s one of the best players in 
Leafs history already' 

After tying the record of 18 straight games with a point, Mitch Marner will 
look to set the longest point streak in Maple Leafs history on Saturday 
when they take on the Lightning in Tampa Bay. 

The streak brings pressure, but Marner faces daily pressure as one of 
the leaders on a Leafs team seeking a breakthrough.  

"He has learned to deal with that very well," said coach Sheldon Keefe. 
"He has been through it, is the big thing. Like anything else, with the 
things you go through on the ice, you go through it and you learn how to 
deal with it. You know what works and what doesn't. He is at a point now 
where he is very comfortable with who he is, the work that he does, and 
trusts that process to give him opportunities to succeed. Everything else 
outside of that is just noise and negative energy ... You are seeing some 
of those results in how he is dealing with adversity."  

Marner credits his dog Zeus for helping him deal with stress. He has 
written the letter Z on his sticks and gloves to remind him of the 
chocolate lab, who loves him unconditionally. He wore socks with dogs 
on them while walking into the rink on Wednesday. 

"I got home from that road trip and my fiancé had those socks waiting for 
me," Marner said. "I think they were supposed to be a Christmas present 
but she just said, 'Get them on early.'" 

Marner got some quality time in with Zeus during Thursday's day off for 
the team.  

But now it's back to work with a game looming against the Lightning, who 
knocked the Leafs out in a seven-game series in May.  
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"Stick with our program and try not to make too many mistakes," Marner 
said of the required mindset. "They want to really build off the rush and 
try and counter your mistakes. We got to make sure we're smart with our 
pucks and smart with our decisions." 

"Tampa is not going to give you anything for free," warned Keefe. "It is a 
great challenge for our entire team." 

It's early but the Leafs, second in the Atlantic Division, and Lightning, 
third in the Atlantic, appear to be trending toward another playoff 
showdown.   

"A team that's been at the top of the league and a team that a lot of 
teams are trying to emulate," said Matthews. "We're trying to get to that 
sort of level and earn that kind of respect, but obviously it takes time. It'll 
be another good challenge for us. We're ready to go." 

"These guys have been the class of the league for a number of years," 
said Kerfoot. "Any time we get a chance to play them it's a good 
opportunity to really test ourselves and see where we're at and especially 
going down there in that building, it's a tough place to play."  

Movember is over, but Marner is still sporting a lip sweater. How long will 
he keep the moustache?  

"I don't even know if you can call it a moustache," he said sheepishly. "I 
don't know, man. My fiancé kind of likes it. She wants me to dye it a little 
bit, but we'll see. It's probably going to come off here soon. It's just a 
matter of time."   

Marner previously told the media he's not superstitious ... but will he stick 
with the facial hair until after the streak ends?  

Marner isn't the only player, who relies on his dog to stay light amid the 
grind of the NHL season.  

"My dog doesn't speak or say anything," said Matthews. "He just lays 
there and chills. I don't have to talk to anybody. I don't have to hear from 
anybody. It's great. He's going to love you no matter if you have a good 
game or a bad game so it's fun."  

Kerfoot has an Australian Labradoodle named Coconut.  

"It's just nice," the Harvard product said. "It's something to take your mind 
off of the game when you get home. When you come back from road 
trips you know the dog's there for you. It’s also nice on off days to get 
outside, go take the dog for walks and that type of thing." 

Nick Robertson is jealous. He has a dog, but not with him in Toronto.  

"He's not here yet," the 21-year-old winger said. "So, I need him to get 
here and soon. I think of hockey too much away from the rink. I need 
something to distract me and kind of know that there’s more than just 
hockey." 

When will his dog – named Bronco – arrive?  

"Hopefully after Christmas," he said. "I'm trying to figure out some moving 
pieces and stuff. Hopefully he gets here soon." 

Amid stressful times, Leafs embrace power of the dog 

Mitch Marner has revealed his dog Zeus has helped him take his mind off 
the game when he's away from the rink and his teammates double down 
on the power of having a dog waiting for them at home. 

Robertson has been a healthy scratch in seven of the last nine games.  

"It's kind of hard," he admitted. "I mean, it's kind [of] on me too, but I want 
to get these games, get going, get the production back and it's kind of 
hard when you're out for a little bit and you come back. It's hard to get 
back into it." 

Robertson scored two goals in his season debut on Oct. 20 against the 
Dallas Stars, but has just three assists in 11 games since.  

But with Calle Jarnkrok out at least two weeks with a groin injury, 
Robertson looks likely to get a run of games in a row.  

"Now it's a challenge — with every game I get — to do everything I can 
to stay consistent and stay in the lineup," he said. 

Robertson skated alongside John Tavares and Marner on Friday. What's 
the key to success when you play with Marner?  

"Just give him the puck," Robertson said. "That's the thing I've seen just 
being with him. You give him the puck and let him do his thing." 

Robertson is drawing inspiration from older brother Jason Robertson. 
The Stars forward sits second in NHL scoring behind only Connor 
McDavid and is riding a 17-game point streak.  

"That's the amazing thing," the younger Robertson said of the streak, 
"But, as far as his production, I mean, that's what he's getting paid for, 
that's his job so I'm not surprised by that aspect. Hopefully, it can trickle 
down to me (smile) ... He's as chill as chill can be." 

The Leafs visit Dallas on Tuesday, which would be the third NHL meeting 
between the siblings. Nick scored the overtime winner in their showdown 
last month.  

Sheldon Keefe revealed Matt Murray will start on Saturday when the 
Maple Leafs take on the Lightning. Mark Masters has more on the lineup 
and how Nick Robertson is looking to get his game going alongside one 
of the hottest players in the league right now. 

Wayne Simmonds will draw in for Saturday's game in Tampa.  

"I don't know if there's extra emotion," the gritty winger said, "but we're 
definitely cognizant of the fact that this is a team that knocked us out of 
the playoffs and stole our dream last year. We want to continue playing 
hockey the way we've been playing the last month. It's never bad when 
you get to stick it to a team who took you out of the playoffs." 

Simmonds has played in five games this season with all but one coming 
on the road.  

"We think he is a guy that has played well for us against Tampa, in 
particular, and helped us on the road," said Keefe. "It's just having a little 
more experience on the road against an experienced team like Tampa." 

Simmonds played in the first two games of the playoff series in May 
before being scratched in the final five games.  

"What we learned is they played a very patient game and they capitalized 
on the mistakes that we made," Simmonds said. "I think somehow we 
have to find a way to be able to attack, but at the same time not give up 
opportunities off the attack, because I felt like when we did that's when 
they struck. That's why they won the series." 

Leafs see opportunity to 'stick it to a team... who stole our dream last 
year' 

The Maple Leafs will be in Tampa Bay on Saturday to face the Lightning 
for the first time since they eliminated them from last year's playoffs. 
Toronto knows it will be a good measuring stick game and believe they 
learned a lot from that series. 

--- 

Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov have missed time due to injury early this 
season. On Wednesday, both dressed in the same game for only the 
third time. Toronto finally has its goaltending tandem in tact.  

Samsonov was solid against the San Jose Sharks in his return from a 
knee injury and is now 7-2-0 with a .924 save percentage. Murray is 5-0-
1 with a .938 save percentage since returning from an adductor issue. 
So, what's the plan now?  

"We want to have both guys involved," Keefe said. "That is the reality of 
the NHL, first of all. In our situation, specifically, both guys have played 
so well. Coming into the season, we believed in their abilities and thought 
we could get a lot of use out of both. That mindset hasn't 
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changed. However, it is a day-to-day thing. We will look at it based on 
schedule. We think Matt has done a terrific job and has played a fair 
number of starts in a row. He has really gone on a roll. He didn't play the 
other night, so it is important for us to get him back in. He will go 
tomorrow." 

The Leafs have a pretty light schedule in December with no back-to-back 
situations.  

"We have a bit of a plan going forward, but we won't communicate that to 
anyone — including them — until we need to," Keefe said. "I think it is 
important we take each day as it comes and decide from there." 

Samsonov predicted Marner would keep his streak alive against the 
Sharks.  

"I know," the 25-year-old said after the game. "I looked to the future." 

So, how long can Marner keep this going?  

"We'll see," the grinning goalie said. "Almost 50 [games]. Yeah, I believe 
so." 

Marner arched an eyebrow when informed of Samsonov's comment.   

"He's a lot of fun to have around this locker room," Marner said. "He's 
pretty hilarious to have around the fellas and every once in a while just 
some nice Russian swear words coming out. It's a great time. It keeps 
everyone on their toes."     

Samsonov predicts Marner point streak could last around 50 games 

After he tied the record on Wednesday, Ilya Samsonov predicted that 
Mitch Marner will get his point streak to 50-games! Marner talked about 
their relationship and what the goaltender means to their team right now. 

T.J. Brodie will accompany the team on the road.   

"He is progressing well," said Keefe. "We are not necessarily expecting 
him to play on this trip, but we do have a practice day in Dallas and 
morning skates and such. I think we will see him more involved in regular 
team activities." 

Brodie has been sidelined with an oblique injury since Nov. 11.  

Lines at Friday's practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  

Robertson - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Kampf - Engvall  

Aston-Reese - Holmberg - Simmonds  

Malgin  

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Mete - Hollowell 

Timmins  

Murray  

Samsonov  

Special teams work at Friday's practice:  

PP1 

Sandin, Matthews, Marner, Nylander, Tavares  

PP2 

Giordano, Liljegren, Engvall, Robertson, Bunting  

5-on-3 

Matthews, Marner, Tavares, Nylander, Bunting  

TSN.CA LOADED: 12.03.2022 

1261352 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / New Hockey Canada data details discrimination penalties 

 

Rick Westhead 

4–5 minutes 

 

Hockey Canada officials called 512 penalties during the 2021-22 season 
for discrimination-related offences, which the organization said in a report 
released Friday included insults related to race, religion, sexual 
orientation or gender identity, disabilities, and marital or family status. 

Hockey Canada also said in its 16-page report that another 415 
complaints were made during the season about alleged discrimination 
that a referee or other on-ice official did not hear. Of those, 75 resulted in 
suspensions. 

“Hockey Canada recognizes that for all the good that the sport brings to 
individuals and communities, maltreatment does occur in hockey,” the 
report says. “By starting to name these manifestations of maltreatment, 
and enhancing dialogue around these, Hockey Canada and its members 
hope to break down the wall of silence around these unacceptable 
behaviours. 

“Building on this work, Hockey Canada intends to progressively expand 
tracking and reporting efforts, with a view to publicly reporting on all 
instances of maltreatment, abuse and harassment by the 2023-24 
season.” 

The organization wrote that because the 2021-22 season represents the 
first year of such reporting, “it does not present a comprehensive 
representation of discrimination in hockey, nor does it report on other 
incidents of maltreatment, harassment or abuse, such as sexual 
violence.” 

The report’s release comes more than two years after Hockey Canada 
said in response to TSN’s reporting on discrimination in minor 
hockey that it would develop an incident-tracking system to 
begin tallying reported incidents of racism, bullying and harassment. 

Hockey Canada said in its report that penalties for discrimination in 
minor, women’s and senior hockey result in an indefinite suspension 
pending a hearing, with a minimum of a five-game suspension. Starting 
in the 2022-23 season, junior hockey will also be subject to the same 
minimum five-game suspension, Hockey Canada said. 

Of the 512 penalties for verbal discrimination, which contravenes Hockey 
Canada’s Rule 11.4, 152 were called in the Ontario Hockey Federation, 
followed by 81 by Hockey Alberta game officials and 71 in Hockey 
Eastern Ontario. 

U18 leagues were responsible for 55 per cent of the discrimination 
penalties, followed by U15 leagues with 27 per cent. 

Hockey Canada said 61 per cent of discrimination penalties were for 
offences related to sexual orientation or gender identity and 18 per 
cent were related to race. Ninety-nine per cent of discrimination penalties 
were assessed to male players. 

Hockey Canada said there were also 415 allegations of discrimination in 
which referees or other officials did not hear or witness the alleged 
offences. Of those allegations, 37 per cent were considered 
unsubstantiated, 18 per cent led to suspensions, and 17 per 
cent resulted in written warnings. 
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TSN.CA / His scoring is down, but Bunting continues to deliver value to 
Leafs 

 

Travis Yost 

4–6 minutes 

 

He may not be scoring at the same rate as his inaugural season in 
Toronto, but winger Michael Bunting is delivering value to the Maple 
Leafs in another way this season. 

It’s not that Bunting has been unproductive – his four goals and eleven 
assists (15 points) have him fifth in scoring across Maple Leafs forwards 
and he’s done so with relatively limited power-play opportunities. Bunting 
shown himself a valuable complementary piece on the hip of Auston 
Matthews on the team’s top line, handling plenty of the dirty work. That 
means aggressive forechecking and backchecking, mucking it up with 
besieged defenders in the corners, and generally being an agent of 
chaos on a line that features one of the best pure goal scorers in the 
world. 

Bunting’s style of play lends itself to taking penalties from time to time, 
but smart and disciplined players can play a physical and aggressive 
game while still carrying a favourable penalty differential. And despite 
what you may have read in hockey books 30 years ago, taking lots of 
penalties is always undesirable – the only way you end up on a penalty 
kill is by taking a penalty, and the odds of conceding a goal on the 
penalty kill is 211 per cent higher than 5-on-5 play. 

Of course, the opposite is also true. Players who draw lots of penalties 
create hidden advantages for their respective teams, and that advantage 
is heightened when a team carries a dominant power-play unit. The 
Maple Leafs, with all of that weaponry in the forward group, remain one 
of the league’s more productive units when up a man. It’s part of a well-
established, multi-year trend: 

That brings me back to Bunting. He’s been extraordinary at drawing 
penalties this year. In fact, on both a volume and per 60-minute basis, 
he’s been the most effective player in the league at drawing penalties. 
His 17 drawn minors lead the league by a comfortable margin, and when 
you unitize it based on ice time, the results are even more pronounced: 

You want to be on the top right of the scatterplot – that’s indicative of 
players drawing a ton of penalties without taking many themselves, 
creating advantageous penalty differentials for a respective team. 

This season, Los Angeles forward Gabe Vilardi has created the most 
value for his team by way of penalties, taking just one minor in exchange 
for 14 penalties drawn. If a team dresses a bunch of forwards capable of 
those types of numbers, it is going to create a lot of hidden goals by way 
of added power-play minutes. 

Bunting’s differential isn’t as strong, but 17 drawn penalties is significant. 
Think of the math for just a moment. With Toronto converting on about 
one in four power-play opportunities, the Maple Leafs have already 
added between four and five goals (on a base of 76 goals scored this 
season) as a proximate result of Bunting’s drawn penalties. That’s a big 
total early in the season, and it’s likely been a difference-maker in a 
couple of regular-season games already – I look back at Toronto’s 5-2 
pummeling of Philadelphia on Nov. 2, a game that included a pair of 
power-play goals off three Bunting drawn penalties. 

Not every player is born with incredible agility or a blistering shot, but the 
beauty of hockey is there are a lot of ways to create value for a team. 
Bunting is doing that for the second year in a row in Toronto. 
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