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Recap: Canes Extend Win Streak To Four In Los Angeles 

Kochetkov stops 31; Burns and Necas record multiple points 

By Walt Ruff 

LOS ANGELES, CA. - The Carolina Hurricanes earned a 
fourth consecutive win Saturday night, taking a 4-2 victory 
from the Los Angeles Kings.  

Three Things 

Took Control Of The Game Early 

It took the Canes just 4:01 to get the evening's scoring 
started, as Jordan Martinook provided Brady Skjei with a 
beautiful setup. 

Martinook, following up on his hat trick Thursday night in St. 
Louis, worked up the wall from his own blue line and fluttered 
a perfect saucer pass to a streaking Skjei, who worked 
across the body of a sliding Jonathan Quick to give his club 
an early lead. 

More Power Play Success 

Before the first period came to a close the Canes were able 
to double their lead, this time during some six-on-four play. 

Already on the man advantage and with another delayed call 
coming, Rod Brind'Amour's squad took the patient route and 
used the extra attacker to their benefit. 

The team could've elected to just give the puck to Los 
Angeles and take the five-on-three time, but instead Brent 
Burns swung a pass from the point to the glove-side circle, 
where Martin Necas unleashed a beautiful wrist shot to 
double his team's lead. 

Necas' 12th of the year gave Carolina a power play goal in 
four of their last five contests and at the time improved their 
hot streak to six successes in their last 14 tries. 

Kochetkov Shines Again 

With his team building an early lead, Pyotr Kochetkov was 
everything that his team needed, and more, behind them. 

The 23-year-old rookie was only tested six times in the first 
period but had to be on his toes in the middle frame as he 
faced 14 shots. 

Including two shorthanded situations during the middle 20 
minutes, Kochetkov guided his team to killing off both of 
them, holding Los Angeles scoreless through two. 

A power play goal in the third would unfortunately break the 
bid for a second NHL shutout and then another on a delayed 
penalty against the Canes would get by the rookie 

netminder, but by that point the team in front of him had 
worked their total up to four goals. 

The win moves Kochetkov to 5-1-3 on the season, allowing a 
total of just 19 goals in nine games. 

They Said It 

Sebastian Aho in the moments following the final horn on 
what he felt made his team successful in the win... 

"I feel like we all played really well together. We battled 
together. These are gutsy wins on the road and they're much 
needed as well." 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment of the victory... 

"I thought we had a good effort again from 20 guys tonight. I 
thought we made some special plays that we hadn't seen 
much of. Off the rush we scored a couple pretty goals. They 
all came from good plays in our end, good defensive zone 
coverage gave us rush chances and we were able to 
convert. That's what stands out to me." 

Brind'Amour on Kochetkov... 

"He's just steady. Whenever we seem to have that little 
breakdown, and that's what goaltending is about, he makes 
that save and takes the stress off the group. He came up 
with a couple nice ones tonight, especially when they had 
their push in the third. We had the three-goal lead and 
penalties got us back on our heels. He was solid." 

Bonus Notes 

 Defenseman Brett Pesce played in his 500th career 
NHL game tonight. In doing so he became the first 
player from the 2012 Draft selected outside of the 
top ten picks to play all 500 with the team that 
selected him. 

 Defenseman Brent Burns had two assists, his fourth 
multiple point night of the season. His season totals 
now reflect 18 points in 25 games. 

 Pyotr Kochetkov's victory gives him eight wins, the 
most by any goalies in Canes/Whalers franchise 
history through their first ten starts. 

 The Canes improve to 14-6-5 on the campaign. 

What's Next? 

The team will have an off day on Sunday and practice 
Monday before taking on the Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday 
night.
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Kochetkov, Hurricanes defeat Kings for fourth straight win 

Makes 31 saves for Carolina; Fagemo scores first NHL goal 
for Los Angeles 

By Dan Greenspan 

LOS ANGELES -- Pyotr Kochetkov made 31 saves, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes won their fourth straight game with a 4-2 
victory against the Los Angeles Kings at Crypto.com Arena 
on Saturday. 

Kochetkov has eight wins through his first 10 NHL starts (8-
1-3), the most in Carolina/Hartford Whalers history. 

"He's been huge for us, you know, for our organization," 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov said. "Yeah, he's just 
so confident and calm. I feel like he's just getting better and 
better every game." 

Martin Necas had a goal and an assist, and Brent Burns had 
two assists for the Hurricanes (14-6-5), who had lost five 
straight prior to their winning streak. 

"We did a great job today playing our system," Svechnikov 
said. "Just from D-zone to the offensive zone, we were 
moving the puck pretty fast, so that's why I think we were 
successful tonight." 

Samuel Fagemo scored his first NHL goal for the Kings (13-
10-4), who had their four-game point streak end (2-0-2). 
Jonathan Quick made 27 saves. 

"The ones that got away on us ended up in the net, and it 
wasn't the goaltender's issue. It was ours," Los Angeles 
coach Todd McLellan said. "… The ones that got away on 
them, we came close but not close enough." 

Brady Skjei put Carolina in front 1-0 at 4:01 of the first period 
when he received a pass from Jordan Martinook on a 2-on-1, 
cut back across the slot on Quick, and scored with a 
backhand into an open net. 

Martinook had started the rush by breaking up a play in his 
own zone and chipping the puck ahead to himself in the 
neutral zone. 

Necas made it 2-0 at 19:41, scoring a power-play goal from 
the top of the right circle with Kochetkov off for an extra 
skater during a delayed penalty. 

The Hurricanes went 1-for-3 with the man-advantage and are 
6-for-15 in their past five games. 

"Our mentality right now is shoot it to the net because before 
we were struggling a little bit with that," Svechnikov said. 
"Right now, we're just try to make a simple play." 

Sebastian Aho pushed the lead to 3-0 at 14:11 of the second 
period when he controlled a backdoor pass from Necas with 
his backhand before tucking the puck into the open net with 
his forehand. 

Arthur Kaliyev scored on a one-timer from the right circle to 
pull Los Angeles to within 3-1 at 9:31 of the third period. 
Seven of his nine goals this season have come on the power 
play. 

"Third period, sat back a little and got in a little bit of penalty 
trouble, you know," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"They definitely had a good push there." 

Svechnikov put Carolina back up 4-1 at 12:10 when his pass 
through the slot deflected in off Los Angeles defenseman 
Drew Doughty. 

Fagemo, who was playing in his sixth game, scored at 17:25 
for the 4-2 final. 

"It's kind of an 'I've arrived' marker, that and that first lap 
when you play your first game," McLellan said. "So Sammy's 
arrived. I thought he had a good strong game tonight." 

NOTES: Only six goaltenders in NHL history have won more 
games through 10 starts than Kochetkov: Igor Shesterkin, 
Viktor Fasth, Martin Prusek, Bob Froese, Wayne Thomas, 
and Frank Brimsek each won nine. … Hurricanes forward 
Teuvo Teravainen had two shots in 15:47 of ice time in his 
return after missing 10 games with an upper-body injury. … 
Necas has five points (three goals, two assists) during a four-
game point streak. … Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis had an 
assist to extend his point streak to five games (two goals, 
three assists). … Kings defenseman Alexander Edler did not 
play because of an illness. McLellan said Edler would have 
been scratched for rest before he got sick.
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Necas, Aho lead the way in Hurricanes’ 4-2 win over Kings 

By Dan Greenspan 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Martin Necas had a goal and an 
assist and the Carolina Hurricanes extended their winning 
streak to four games, beating the Los Angeles Kings 4-2 on 
Saturday night. 

Brady Skjei, Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov also 
scored for the Hurricanes, who got at least one point for the 
10th time in their past 11 games.  

“We did a great job today playing our system,” Svechnikov 
said. “Just from D-zone to the offensive zone, we was 
moving the puck pretty fast, so that’s why I think we was 
successful tonight.”  

Pyotr Kochetkov, who made 31 saves, is 8-1-3 in 12 career 
appearances. The eight wins through his first 10 starts are 
the most in franchise history, including its time as the 
Hartford Whalers. 

“Yeah, he just so confident and calm. I feel like he just 
getting better and better every game,” Svechnikov said.  

Samuel Fagemo scored his first career goal for Los Angeles, 
and Arthur Kaliyev connected on the power play. The Kings 
had their four-game points streak end. Jonathan Quick 
allowed four goals on 31 shots.  

“The ones that got away on us ended up in the net, and it 
wasn’t the goaltender’s issue. It was ours. … The ones that 
got away on them, we came close but not close enough,” 
Los Angeles coach Todd McLellan said.  

The Hurricanes led 2-0 after the first period on goals by Skjei 
and Necas. 

Skjei’s third of the season opened the scoring at 4:01, 
finishing off a rush on a backhand shot into an open net after 
a sliding Quick took himself out of the play. Jordan Martinook 
had the primary assist, but his clever chip off the boards to 
give Carolina numbers the other way was even more 
noteworthy. 

“We made some special plays tonight, which we haven’t 
really seen much of, you know, off the rush. We scored a 

couple pretty goals, but all coming from good plays in our 
end,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Necas doubled the advantage with 19 seconds left on a 6-
on-4 power play as a delayed penalty allowed the Hurricanes 
to get an extra attacker on the ice. Necas got his team-
leading fourth score with the man-advantage on a shot from 
the right circle through traffic.  

“Our mentality right now is shoot it to the net because before 
that we were struggling a little bit with that. Right now we just 
try to make a simple play,” Svechnikov said.  

The Hurricanes are 8 for 13 on the power play in the past 
five games.  

Aho made it 3-0 with 5:49 remaining in the second, putting in 
Necas’ pass from close range after missing a sitter earlier in 
the period. It was his 192nd goal, moving into a tie with Pat 
Verbeek for eighth in franchise history.  

Kaliyev buried a one-timer midway through the third to get 
the Kings on the board, but Svechnikov benefitted from a 
fortunate redirect off a Los Angeles defender to push the 
lead back to 4-1. 

Fagemo made it 4-2 with 3:35 remaining, but the Kings 
couldn’t get any closer. 

“It was a fun experience for me,” Fagemo said. “Of course, it 
was a special feeling, but it sucks that the team lost the 
game.  

WORTH NOTING  

Carolina D Brent Burns had two assists, giving him 50 points 
in 74 games against Los Angeles. … Kings D Alex Edler did 
not play because of illness, but McLellan said the 17-year 
veteran likely would have received the night off even if he 
wasn’t under the weather.  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Anaheim on Tuesday night. 

Kings: At Ottawa on Tuesday night.
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Canes seize control in Los Angeles, roll past Kings 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the Kings 4-2 Saturday night in 
a commanding effort in Los Angeles.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes extended their win streak to four 
games — and made it three straight wins to start a six-game 
road trip — Saturday night in Los Angeles, beating the Kings 
4-2 in a comprehensive effort.  

Martin Necas was the biggest star for the visitors, finishing 
the game with both a beautiful goal and assist to spring the 
Carolina victory. Brady Skjei, Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov joined in on the scoring for the Canes, while the 
Kings got their goals from Arthur Kaliyev and Samuel 
Fagemo in the third period.  

Pyotr Kochetkov was very sharp in net for Carolina, stopping 
31 of 33 shots faced while making a handful of highlight-reel 
saves through the back two periods to maintain the Canes’ 
lead. Jonathan Quick had his moments — both good and 
bad — on the other side of the ice, finishing with 27 saves on 
31 shots faced.  

The Canes played a really strong opening period, and the 
scoreboard showed it as they carried a 2-0 lead into the first 
intermission.  

Skjei opened up the scoring with a nasty stick move in front 
of Quick, as he took a nice pass from Jordan Martinook 
forehand-backhand to beat the veteran goalie.  

The Canes controlled the rest of the period, with Kochetkov 
making a couple of nice saves in a flurry to preserve the 1-0 
lead. Andrei Svechnikov drew a penalty to set up a power 
play with just over a minute left in the first period, and it led to 
Carolina’s second goal.  

Already a man up, Necas drew another penalty as he was 
tripped up entering the offensive zone. With that penalty 
delayed, Carolina worked the puck back around to Necas, 

who blasted a point shot right by Quick to double the lead 
with just 19 seconds left in the period.  

After missing an open chance earlier, Aho made it 3-0 late in 
the second period thanks to a great feed from Necas. The 
Czech winger got the puck out wide and dotted a perfect 
pass to Aho crashing the net, and Aho controlled it around 
Quick and slotted it home for the score.  

Carolina survived some chances late in the second period to 
keep the lead at three heading into the break, as Jaccob 
Slavin helped clear a puck off the goal line and Kochetkov 
made a nice old-school, pad-stack save to keep it at 3-0.  

After killing off one penalty in the third period, the Hurricanes 
had some trouble with some sticks to lead to the Kings 
ending the shutout.  

Jack Drury got caught without a stick in the defensive third 
on a long sequence, and he had to resort to holding a Los 
Angeles’ skater on the back side of the net. The Kings took 
advantage of the power play almost immediately, as Kaliyev 
ripped a shot through a lane left empty by the absence of 
Jordan Staal’s stick, which was broken on the ice, to make it 
3-1.  

The Kings continued to push, but a calm Kochetkov kept the 
Canes where they were long enough for Svechnikov to go 
get a fourth for Carolina. Svechnikov got out on a break, 
powered himself through the defense and tried feeding a 
backhand pass across the ice, and he got a fortunate bounce 
of a Los Angeles’ skate and into the net to make it 4-1.  

The Kings got one back from Fagemo, but it was too little, 
too late for Los Angeles. 

The Hurricanes’ road trip will stay in the greater Los Angeles 
area for a few days, as Carolina will be back in action looking 
to make it five straight wins Tuesday night in Anaheim. 
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Wolves Roll Past Wild 4-0 

The Chicago Wolves kicked off a four-game road trip in style 
Saturday night, skating to a 4-0 victory over the Iowa Wild. 

Playing their most complete game of the season, the Wolves 
got a goal and an assist each from Brendan Perlini and 
Vasily Ponomarev, scores from William Lagesson and Griffin 
Mendel and stellar goaltending from Zachary Sawchenko to 
snap a four-game losing skid. 

Jamieson Rees added two assists as the Wolves won their 
third in a row away from home. 

The Wolves struck first when Lagesson scored just 56 
seconds into the game. After Perlini rang a shot off the post, 
the defenseman pounced on the loose puck and fired it past 
Wild goaltender Jesper Wallstedt for Lagesson’s fourth goal 
of the season. 

Early in the second, Perlini zipped a wrist shot from the left 
circle that beat Wallstedt to the blocker side to give the 
Wolves a two-goal lead. Rees earned his second assist of 
the game on the goal to extend his team lead in points to 16. 

Mendel made it 3-0 a short time later when the defenseman 
stepped into a one-timer from the top of the right circle and 
blasted it into the back of the net for his third score of the 
season. 

Midway through the third, Ponomarev tucked the puck by 
Wallstedt from in close for his sixth goal of the season, 
joining Perlini for most on the Wolves. 

Sawchenko made 23 saves to earn his first shutout of the 
season while Wallstedt (34 saves) suffered the loss. 

Chicago, which went 4-for-4 on the penalty kill, improved to 
6-9-2-0 while Iowa dropped to 8-7-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will face the Wild in Iowa on Sunday (3 
p.m., AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-extend-win-streak-to-four-in-los-angeles/c-338347718 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-los-angeles-kings-game-recap/c-338168164 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-los-angeles-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-819f6514397afb64023abaa99c7c5423 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/4/23492167/canes-seize-control-in-los-angeles-roll-past-kings 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/03/wolves-roll-past-wild-4-0/ 
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1261354 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Ducks show scrap but fall to Wild for 5th straight loss 

 

Lisa Dillman 

8-10 minutes 04/12/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — The Ducks might be the world’s most interesting six-
win team. 

They are adept at rallying and equally capable of blowing a lead. In John 
Gibson, they have a goalie who won’t hesitate to mix it up, a shootout 
wizard in Trevor Zegras, and Troy Terry who is not emerging but has 
arrived as elite. 

Despite all those elements packed into one game, the Ducks remained at 
six wins after losing 5-4 in a shootout to Minnesota on Saturday 
afternoon at Xcel Energy Center for their fifth consecutive loss. The Wild 
have not lost to the Ducks (6-16-3) in 12 games. 

Zegras was the lone Anaheim player to score in the shootout, and Kirill 
Kaprizov and Matt Boldy scored for the Wild in the shootout. 

Kaprizov had tied it 4-4 with a wrist shot from the slot with 2:35 left in 
regulation, which was his 15th goal of the season. 

Terry scored once and added an assist and Zegras had one goal and 
one assist. The other Ducks goals were from Ryan Strome and 
defenseman Cam Fowler. Two of the Ducks’ goals were on the power 
play, but they could not convert on the man advantage in overtime when 
Kaprizov went off for hooking. 

“That’s the next step for this power-play unit,” Terry said. “Not to be 
satisfied with, ‘OK, we’ve got two goals in this game. We did our job.’ 
When we get a chance 4 on 3 to put the game away, it doesn’t matter if 
we scored two or zero. We didn’t do it. That one is tough to swallow.” 

Terry’s power-play goal broke a 3-3 tie at 10:36 of the third period as he 
knocked a rebound past Wild goaltender Filip Gustavsson. Anaheim had 
gone on the power play after Minnesota was assessed a minor for too 
many men on the ice. 

“I thought tonight we did a better job – we had the lead and we just 
weren’t in protect mode,” Terry said. “I think we’ve done that whenever 
we’ve had the lead this year. We’ve stopped pushing the other team and 
just sitting back. 

“Tonight we got a lead, myself included, we had a lot of really good 
chances to make it a two-goal game. That’s what a lot of these good 
teams do.” 

The Ducks’ offense finally flickered to life after scoring one goal in the 
first two games on the trip at Nashville and Dallas. 

“It’s one of those games where, man, you really want to get both points, 
so the team can feel rewarded for a good road game,” Ducks coach 
Dallas Eakins said. “Overall, we did a great job. Goaltending was 

excellent straight across the board. Coming into a building like this and 
grabbing a point is certainly a step in the right direction.” 

The Wild had 49 shots on goal, which makes it the seventh time Gibson 
has faced more than 40 shots in a game this season. 

“He was John Gibson tonight,” Terry said. “He was making big saves the 
whole night. He was even getting in fights. He is the guy that gives this 
team energy and the guy that this team kind of runs off of.” 

So about that tussle … 

Gibson and Wild forward Jordan Greenway got into it in the third period 
and both received roughing penalties. Veteran Gibson watchers had a 
feeling something was coming. 

“I think anyone can tell, he’s a fiery guy,” Terry said. “He’s got some 
passion out there. That’s what makes him so good. We love to see when 
he’s not going to take it. He had mentioned it before. They were getting a 
little physical with him in there. He said it beforehand, if it happens again, 
he was going to do it. 

“It’s a testament to the way he plays goalie. A lot of passion and honestly 
it’s enjoyable for us to see.” 

Ducks rookie Mason McTavish tried his best to hold off Greenway in the 
crease. That was, essentially, a good-luck with that assignment. 

“I’ve known Greenway for awhile, he’s big guy,” Terry said. 

Greenway, for his part, was expecting it. 

“I like those things,” Greenway said. “He’s a guy, he stops the puck a lot. 
He’s a good goalie. So I figure anything you can do to try and shake him 
up a bit this or that, you know. He gave me a whack, a punch here or 
there. I’m not gonna back down – goalie, player, ref, whatever.” 
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1261355 Anaheim Ducks 

 

Isac Lundestrom, Derek Grant injured in back-to-back games on trip 

 

Lisa Dillman 

8-10 minutes 04/12/2022 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — With center Isac Lundestrom being out for six weeks 
with a broken finger, you can expect the Ducks to experiment with a 
variety of line combinations. 

In fact, there were two different looks in the first period against the 
Minnesota Wild. The Ducks started with Sam Carrick centering rookie 
Pavol Regenda and Jakob Silfverberg. But within the first eight minutes 
of the opening period, Ducks coach Dallas Eakins flipped Regenda and 
Derek Grant, moving Regenda up to the second line with center Ryan 
Strome and Frank Vatrano, resulting in a quick goal by Strome. 
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Not only have the Ducks lost the first three games of this trip – gaining 
two points, an overtime and a shootout loss  – but they’ve been beset by 
injuries. Lundestrom broke his finger when he blocked a shot in the 
Dallas game, and Grant was limited to one shift of 11 seconds in the third 
period, having suffered a lower-body injury against the Wild. The team is 
describing Grant’s injury as day-to-day. 

Considering the Ducks have an afternoon game on Sunday in Winnipeg, 
in all likelihood they will go with 11 forwards and seven defensemen 
against the Jets. It would make more sense for any recall from AHL San 
Diego to come after the Ducks return to Southern California. 

With Nathan Beaulieu drawing in, Colton White has been the extra 
defenseman the past two games. Ducks coach Dallas Eakins explained 
the reason behind that particular change. 

“We’re trying to match it up,” Eakins said Friday after practice. “We don’t 
want to get pushed around in games either. That team (Dallas) was 
about as heavy as a team … and we’re going to see another one (the 
Wild) tomorrow. 

“And we don’t want to be left in a gun fight with no guns.” 

Meeting(s) 

The Ducks routinely hold meetings before practices but their session on 
Friday seemed to last a bit longer than usual, not a surprise considering 
they were coming off a 5-0 loss on Thursday in Dallas. 

“It gives a chance for everyone to be honest and upfront with each other 
about what’s going on,” defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk said. “Good and 
bad. I think we have to make sure we keep communicating with each 
other and staying positive and not allowing ourselves to get too 
frustrated. 

“We know the situation. We know we’re trying to crawl out of this thing. 
But it’s not going to happen in a minute or in 10 minutes. It’s going to 
take some time. It’s hard to see the light at the end of the tunnel. For 
some of us older guys, just trying to make sure we’re keeping the right 
mindset coming in, setting an example on the ice and going from there.” 
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Ducks’ Isac Lundeström will miss 6 weeks with fractured finger: Impact of 
center’s absence 

 

Eric Stephens 

2-3 minutes 03/12/2022 

 

Anaheim Ducks center Isac Lundeström will be out six weeks due to a 
fractured finger, the team announced Saturday. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

The 23-year-old sustained the injury Thursday in the loss to the Dallas 
Stars. 

Through 24 goals this season, Lundeström has one goal and five assists. 

In July, the club signed Lundeström to a two-year contract worth $3.6 
million. The deal pays him $1.8 million each season, which equals the 
salary-cap hit. 

Backstory 

It has been a challenging follow-up for Lundeström, who emerged in 
2021-22 with his best season as their third-line center. He had a career-

high 15 goals and 29 points for the Ducks but has lost some ice time as 
rookie Mason McTavish starts to play more at his natural center position. 

Lundeström suffered his injury when he blocked a shot Thursday and 
had to leave the Ducks’ 5-0 loss against Dallas. The club immediately 
sent him back to Southern California for an evaluation and got a 
diagnosis it didn’t want. 

Impact of Lundeström’s absence 

In the immediate picture, Lundeström’s absence opens a spot for forward 
Pavol Regenda as the versatile Sam Carrick moved into the middle. 
Regenda is an intriguing winger. He’s only 22 with some good size at 6-
foot-3 and decent hands but Ducks coach Dallas Eakins has been slow 
to put full trust in him as he played in just 12 of the team’s 24 games until 
drawing back in Saturday at Minnesota. 

Who could the Ducks rely on to fill Lundeström’s spot 

McTavish could very well take over the third-line spot, which is a 
development Anaheim general manager Pat Verbeek wouldn’t mind as 
he continues to push his last-place club through a difficult rebuild. The 
19-year-old is a huge part of their future but doesn’t have to rushed into a 
prime position too soon as he developed behind Trevor Zegras and Ryan 
Strome, the club’s centers on the top two lines. 

Required reading  

Anaheim Ducks’ Isac Lundeström has a new contract, but what role will 
he fill? 

Pat Verbeek says woeful Ducks still have ‘some runway to find 
themselves’ 

Anaheim Ducks quarter-season stock report: It’s nearly a full-on ‘crash’ 
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1261425 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders juggle lines to cope with injuries to Kyle Palmieri, Cal 
Clutterbuck 

 

By Andrew Gross 

December 4, 2022 12:00 am 

 

Neither Kyle Palmieri nor Cal Clutterbuck has resumed skating, so both 
injured forwards (upper-body issues) almost certainly will miss Sunday 
night’s game against Chicago at UBS Arena as the Islanders try to snap 
a two-game losing streak. 

Josh Bailey did return to the lineup for Friday’s 4-1 loss to the Predators, 
which opened this three-game homestand, after missing Tuesday’s 3-1 
loss in Philadelphia with an upper-body injury. Bailey participated in 
pregame warmups for both contests, testing to see if he could play that 
night. 

“I’m just focusing on what I can control,” Bailey said after Saturday’s 
practice at Northwell Health Ice Center in East Meadow when asked if 
the absence of Palmieri and Clutterbuck put any more pressure on him to 
dress for the game. “Obviously, we want those guys back. 

“I feel fine. It tightened up the other day and it’s nothing I haven’t dealt 
with before. I think I know my body well and know how to handle it and 
how to get back on the right track.” 

Which is something the Islanders want to do against Chicago. They have 
lost three straight only once this season. 
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“We’re getting ready for our next game, bottom line,” coach Lane 
Lambert said. “You don’t even get into that thought process or that 
negativity. It’s just a matter of whether we win or lose, we prepare for the 
next game. That’s our mindset.” 

Lambert ran an upbeat practice on Saturday with an emphasis on getting 
more traffic to the net. The Islanders took a season-high 49 shots against 
the Predators and outchanced them 77-43, but goalie Kevin Lankinen 
had a clear look at many of the attempts. 

“I think the Philly game was a little worse than the Nashville game,” Matt 
Martin said. “We’re going to win that game more often than not and, at 
the end of the day, that’s the goal. The Philly game, that was the 
disappointing one. We never really got to our game all night and we just 
need a little more. We’re not concerned. I think we had a good practice 
today and our energy is up.” 

Bailey skated on top-line center Mathew Barzal’s left wing alongside 
Oliver Wahlstrom on Saturday. Lambert has toggled him between that 
spot and third-line center Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s right wing along with 
Zach Parise. 

Lambert is still looking for the best way to balance his lineup with 
Palmieri, who remains on injured reserve, and Clutterbuck absent. 

“There’s some subtleties in your game that maybe change,” Bailey said. 
“You’re playing with different players, so that always changes a little bit. I 
still want to stay true to my game and who I am. It can just be little things 
around the ice. Barzy is a guy who controls the puck and you want him to 
have the puck. With Pager, he’s a little more give-and-go action. They 
both do a lot of things well.” 

Bailey, who played his 1,000th game, all with the Islanders, earlier this 
season, has not yet had the consistent offensive production the team 
needs, particularly with Palmieri and Clutterbuck missing. Bailey has four 
goals and three assists in 21 games and has been a healthy scratch 
three times in addition to missing the loss to the Flyers because of injury. 

“I’m not focusing on that,” Bailey said of his lineup absences. “I’m 
focusing on what I can control, and that’s to go out and play as good as I 
can.” 

Notes & quotes: G Ilya Sorokin is expected to make his third straight start 
on Sunday . . . F Hudson Fasching, recalled from the Islanders’ AHL 
affiliate in Bridgeport on Thursday, is expected to be a healthy scratch for 
the second straight game . . . F Cole Bardreau, who logged a team-low 
6:00 of ice time against the Predators with a first-period slashing minor 
that led to a power-play goal, was reassigned to Bridgeport after being 
recalled with Fasching. 

Andrew Gross 

Andrew Gross joined Newsday in 2018 to cover the Islanders. He began 
reporting on the NHL in 2003 and has previously covered the Rangers 
and Devils. Other assignments have included the Jets, St. John’s and 
MLB. 
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Islanders' Robin Salo stays positive despite being sent to Bridgeport 

 

By Andrew Gross 

December 3, 2022 5:42 pm 

 

The infectious smile Robin Salo greets people with has remained 
consistent from Day 1 of training camp. That says something about the 
affable Finnish defenseman’s personality and outlook despite currently 

being assigned to the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport after being a 
healthy scratch for 20 straight NHL games with the Islanders. 

Being an extra is not something the 24-year-old Salo, a second-round 
pick in 2017 in his second season in North America, has experienced 
previously. Right now, it’s just a phase in his development as the 
Islanders still consider him a big part of their future. 

“It’s a new thing for me, for sure,” Salo said earlier this week before being 
sent down. “It’s just experience. You’ve got to learn to adapt and do the 
best you can do every day and try to focus on the things you can do.” 

Salo played in the Islanders’ first four games — scoring two goals — 
before coach Lane Lambert switched to Sebastian Aho to round out his 
six defensemen. 

Aho, a 26-year-old Swede who has played just 82 NHL since making his 
Islanders’ debut in 2017, has become more efficient by cutting down on 
his turnovers. 

“For him, it’s just a matter of understanding he doesn’t have to do too 
much to stay in the lineup,” Lambert said of Aho. “Keeping the game 
more simple has helped him.” 

 Salo has been loaned to the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport on 
three occasions to get some playing time. He had three assists in three 
AHL games entering Bridgeport’s match at Wilkes-Barre/Scranton on 
Saturday. 

“The fact that he’s getting his time in Bridgeport is important,” Lambert 
said. “I think we’re on the right path with him.” 

When with the Islanders, Salo goes through team meetings and practices 
— often staying on the ice late for extra work — and waits for his turn. 

“Every day you learn something new,” Salo said. “It’s just my second 
year over here, too. So I’ve just got to try to suck everything in. Get all 
the info. I’m just trying to be patient and learn things from the more 
experienced guys. 

“I watch the games. I try to go through my game and, of course, there are 
things you need to improve. Just defensive play, positioning myself. It’s 
not huge things, just those small details which a couple of D like Pelly 
(Adam Pelech) and (Ryan) Pulock do very well out there when I watch 
them.” 

The 6-2, 190-pound Salo is also focusing on work in the weight room to 
get stronger after spending the bulk of his career skating on the larger 
European rinks. 

“It’s more physical here,” Salo said. “It’s faster because of the rink. I feel 
like players around the net are very skilled here. They’re good goal 
scorers. They can tip the puck. You’ve got to be a little bit stronger and 
just a little bit more on your toes. I’m trying to position well in the D zone 
and try to be in the right spot on the right side of the guy.” 

Varlamov's new skates 

Semyon Varlamov is wearing a newly-designed goalie skate this season 
that has similarities to a ski boot. 

Most noticeably, there are latches to tighten the skate instead of laces. 

“Those two clips, it is like a ski boot,” Varlamov said. “What I like about it 
is your skate is always in the same position. It doesn’t get loose at the 
end of the game.” 

Varlamov explained that laces can be tied tightly at the start of the game 
but loosen up over three periods. 

Another difference with Varlamov’s model is the boot is lower than 
regular goalie skates and the there is a flexible panel on the back to give 
the ankle more freedom. Varlamov said that makes it easier from him to 
go from a standing position into a butterfly stance. 
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“I heard some goalies, they tried it and they really like it and some 
goalies they absolutely hate it because the ankle is moving too much,” 
Varlamov said. 

From the pod 

Mathew Barzal, one of the elite skaters in the NHL, was the guest on 
Episode 148 of Newsday’s Island Ice podcast to discuss his technique 
and development. 

Barzal was asked how much of what he can do on the ice is innate and 
how much is how he works at his craft. 

“It’s honestly a good question,” Barzal said. “Growing up, I had kids I 
played with when I was younger and they’d be using power-skating 
coaches and all this kind of stuff. A year or two years later, they’d be 
skating the exact same way. 

“I really feel like the way you skate is your body makeup and the way 
your legs are shaped. Different things like that. I’ve always kind of skated 
pretty similar since I was younger.” 

Good indicators 

The Islanders have been perfect so far this season when the following 
players score a goal: 

C Brock Nelson – 9-0-0 

LW Zach Parise – 7-0-0 

RW Oliver Wahlstrom – 5-0-0 

RW Josh Bailey – 4-0-0 

D Scott Mayfield – 3-0-0 

D Sebastian Aho – 2-0-0 

D Robin Salo – 1-0-0 
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Islanders Crashing the Net, Sebastian Aho Provides Perspective  

 

Stefen Rosner 

03/12/2022 

 

The New York Islanders may have had 49 shots on goal in their 4-1 loss 
to the Nashville Predators, but the issue through the first two periods was 
their lack of a consistent net-front presence in front of netminder Kevin 
Lankinen. 

Heading into the contest, Kevin Lankinen was a netminder who allowed 
goals, on average, from 25.21 feet away, the seventh farthest distance in 
the NHL this season. While that measurement has shots coming from 
around the face-off dots, given that it’s an average, we can infer that he 
struggles from point shots a bit more than the average netminder. 

Crashing the net was a need against the Predators, but the New York 
Islanders just struggled to get bodies to the front early. 

What that did was allowed Lankinen to get into a groove. Even when the 
Islanders did up the pressure in the third period, Lankinen stayed locked 
in and was phenomenal, stopping 48 of 49. 

Most NHL teams, defensively, put an emphasis on boxing out their 
opponents, doing what they can to allow their netminders a clear sight of 
the puck. But New York Islanders captain Anders Lee shared Friday 

night that boxing out was not the reason for their struggles to crash the 
net. 

“No, not tonight. I don’t think that was the key. I think it was more we 
gotta get guys there,” Lee said. 

NYI Hockey Now asked defenseman Ryan Pulock if the defensemen 
have to change their game plan at the point when the forwards are not in 
front of the opposing netminder. 

“I think we all just got to do our job,” Pulock said. So, you know, we’re 
just trying to get pucks there and force them to get there. I thought they 
made a good adjustment later, really battling in front and really getting a 
lot of traffic there.” 

And Pulock was right. 

The New York Islanders generated much more in the third period 
because they had bodies in front, which led to rebound opportunities and 
chaos. They outshot the Predators 22-7 in the final frame, but besides 
the Mathew Barzal power-play goal, the Islanders could not solve 
Lankinen at five-on-five. 

“Well, I think there were probably moments when we needed more 
traffic,” Lambert said postgame. “And you never know. If we did, perhaps 
one goes in. But I thought we did a good job of generating chances. Their 
goaltender played well.” 

The Islanders did have what appeared to be a goal halfway through the 
first period, but Lankinen was able to keep the puck from completely 
crossing the goal line. Had the Islanders had a few bodies in front of goal 
on the play, there’s a good chance one of them could have poked the 
loose puck in. 

This was called no goal on the ice. Kevin Lankinen with a pretty 
unconventional save, using the edge of his skate to pull the puck over the 
line. pic.twitter.com/diqa68GJCw 

— Alex Daugherty (@AlexDaugherty1) December 3, 2022 

“I think there [needs to be] more consistent net presence. So when those 
shots do come through…there were times when we were off to the side 
of the net, and that’s not going to get it done,” Lambert said. “Any goalie, 
certainly in this league, if they can see the puck, clearly, they’re going to 
make the save. So that would be one point of emphasis.” 

The NewYork Islanders were on the ice for practice Saturday afternoon, 
and NYI Hockey Now caught up with Matt Martin and Zach Parise to 
discuss what played a part in their inability to get to the net. 

“Lane kind of addressed it after the first. I think we got better during the 
second period with it. But you know, sometimes everyone’s working hard 
out there, creating chances, and then you get the puck up to the point, 
and guys are almost moving around too much, and they don’t have 
enough of a presence,” Matt Martin said. “So you see it on video. You 
bring it to your attention, and then you kind of put an emphasis [on it], 
focus on it.” 

“I think we had more of that in the second half of the game. We weren’t 
able to tie it up, but we certainly had a lot more looks. That’s what you 
want at the end of the day, and we have a lot of big bodies, so we’re 
continuing to get to the net. That’s how we’re going to succeed.” 

Following up on Lee’s comments about boxing out not being the issue, 
Martin added that every team tries to box them out. It plays a part in 
every game but added that it’s a mindset sometimes too. 

“Lee’s a guy that’s always at the net more often than not. I like to be. 
Zach [Parise] is another one who is always there. But you know, if Zach 
gets the puck in the corner, I think sometimes it’s not other guys’ first 
nature [to get to the front], either,” Martin said. “So it gets brought up in 
video, brought to their attention, and then you start with some guys 
putting a little more focus on thinking about getting there a little more 
often.” 
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NYI Hockey Now asked Zach Parise if it was as simple as just having the 
will to get to the crease. 

“I don’t think it has to do with will,” Parise said. “I think, I mean, everyone 
wants to score goals. I thought they did a good job of boxing out. But at 
the same time, we watched some stuff..there were some areas that we 
feel like we could have had some better presence at the net, that we just, 
for whatever reason, we didn’t have it.” 

“I thought we did a much better job of getting people around the net set 
and the third. But, again, I don’t think there’s anything intentional. I think 
guys have great intentions, but just sometimes there’s different areas of 
your game that can slip, and you know, that was something that in the 
first two periods that we really should have done better athletes.” 

Lambert followed up on his postgame comments: 

“Well, I thought at times we got out of our structure in the offensive zone 
a little bit which we talked about and worked on today, But certainly, we 
got our opportunities that game. It could have been a different story, but it 
wasn’t.” 

As for if there needs to be more of an emphasis when a player like a 
Parise goes to the corner for teammates to fill his spot in front of the 
netminder: 

“Definitely. That has to happen. There’s no question about it. Somebody 
has to be there,” Lane said. 

Sebastian Aho Shares His Perspective From Blue Line 

Q: If you do not see bodies in front of goal, does it impact your decision-
making? 

A: “I mean, if you got it on the line, you see that no one’s no one’s in 
front, sometimes you still shoot it and try and keep it low, as you say, but 
I mean, I like seeing the people in front of the net more, so we can 
actually shoot for sticks.” 

Q: How important are screens in today’s NHL? 

A: “I mean, goalies are good in this league. If they see the shot, they’re 
more often than not going to save, especially from the blue line. So I 
mean, that’s, that’s one of the things we’ve talked about as a group that 
we just got to get in front of them so we can give ourselves maybe not 
the first shot going in, but if they don’t see it, that creates chaos and we 
can get the rebound.” 

Q: On a shot from the point with bodies in front, are you shooting to 
score, or are you shooting for the deflection? 

A: “Depends. I mean, if I got plenty of time, and yeah, it’s a great screen, 
then I try to pinpoint that and try to score, of course. But if there’s, I 
mean, more often than not, there’s three, four bodies in front of goal, you 
kind of just try to get [the puck] through everybody or hit a stick. It’s very 
situational, but I mean, if I can, I try to score from out there every time.” 

Q: When there are bodies in front, do you look to keep the shot on the 
lower side? 

A: “Just around his pads kinda, so he can’t just catch the puck.” 
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Islanders Practice: Injuries, Line Combos, & Why All Smiles  

 

Stefen Rosner 

03/12/2022 

 

Despite a strong performance on Friday night against the Nashville 
Predators, the New York Islanders came away with no points and their 
second straight loss, a 4-1 loss, after recording a season-high 49 shots 
on goal. 

Despite a Season-High 49 Shots, Islanders Lose 4-1 to Predators 

With a game on the horizon against the Chicago Blackhawks, the New 
York Islanders were on the ice for practice Saturday afternoon. Everyone 
was on the ice besides Cal Clutterbuck (day-to-day, upper-body) and 
Kyle Palmieri (IR, upper-body). The two call-ups, Hudson Fasching and 
Cole Bardreau, were on the ice, but before practice came to a close, the 
Islanders announced Bardreau was headed back to Bridgeport. 

Ilya Sorokin was the first netminder off the ice at practice, so take that as 
you may. 

Here were the lines: 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Ross Johnston 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

One would not have been able to tell that the Islanders had lost a 
challenging game as the laughs and smiles seemed contagious. 

How can a team be so happy after a loss? 

“At the day of the day, you look at the process after a poor game against 
Philly…we played a pretty good one last night,” New York Islanders 
forward Matt Martin said. “Obviously didn’t get the results. At the end of 
the day, you want two points every night, but [you’re]not always going to 
get it either. So, you come in, you’re positive, and you get ready for the 
next one. I think if we play like we did last night, we’re gonna win.” 

“We felt like we should have a different result, so I feel pretty good about 
our game last n. We worked hard, we competed, and there’s a lot of 
positives, so it’s good to have some good energy and good vibes in 
practice today,” forward Anthony Beauvillier said. 

Even the coaches had smiles on their faces, with Lane Lambert grinning 
for the majority of practice. 

“It’s a new day you have to move on,” Lambert said. “There’s no question 
that every loss stinks. But you have to move on and have that next-game 
mentality. 
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Lambert Explains Lineup Decision, Bardreau on Accountability  

 

Stefen Rosner 

03/12/2022 

 

The New York Islanders dropped their second straight game on Friday 
night. Despite generating chances, 49 shots on Nashville Predators 
netminder Kevin Lankinen, the result was a 4-1 loss at UBS Arena. 
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Despite a Season-High 49 Shots, Islanders Lose 4-1 to Predators 

New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert issued an update a few 
hours before game time, sharing that Josh Bailey was a game-time 
decision after missing Tuesday’s contest with an upper-body injury. 

With two new players on the roster as of Thursday morning, Hudson 
Fasching and Cole Bardreau, Lambert had options. 

Based on the lines on Thursday, if Bailey could not go, it appeared that 
Fasching would skate in his spot on the third line while Ross Johnston 
would be filling in for Cal Clutterbuck in the right-wing spot on the fourth 
line. 

Bardreau skated as an extra, so the expectation is that he would be a 
healthy scratch for Friday’s game. 

When warmups came and went, Bailey was in the lineup skating 
alongside Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Zach Parise, but Lambert decided 
not to go with Johnston on the fourth line. 

Instead, Bardreau skated alongside Matt Martin and Casey Cizikas. 

If you remember, the last time the Islanders played Nashville, a 5-4 loss 
on Nov. 17, Lambert scratched Bailey for “matchup purposes,” using 
Johnston in a top-nine role due to his physicality. 

Then halfway through the game, Johnston was taken out of the rotation 
because the Islanders needed offense. 

With bodies on the mend, Lambert could have had both Johnston and 
Bailey in, but here’s why Bardreau got the chance on the fourth line: 

“We wanted more of a right winger, right shot,” Lambert said. 

More on Bardreau’s performance in a few. 

In his return to the lineup, Bailey played 13:43 with two shots and a 
giveaway. 

At one point, he was demoted to the fourth line, with Martin taking shifts 
on the third. 

That was short-lived before Bailey was back on the third 

Back to Bardreau. 

Unfortunately for the 29-year-old winger, Bardreau’s night did not go as 
planned, as he took a costly penalty in the first period, which led to the 
Predators first goal of the game. 

He finished the contest with six minutes played and a few hits. 

“I mean, anytime I take a penalty being on the fourth line with limited 
minutes, it just, it just can’t happen whether it’s weak or not,” Bardreau 
told NYI Hockey Now.” So yeah, obviously kicking my head there….” 

After Bardreau came out of the box, with 5:42 to go in the first, he did not 
get a shift for the remainder of the period. 

Lambert has held his players accountable this season, whether it be 
scratching everyday players or taking players out of the rotation during 
games. 

Bardreau understood the benching and spoke about what that says 
about how the team views Lambert. 

“I mean, just even being around for a couple of days here, you can see 
the respect he commands, and I can tell that the guys really love him and 
want to go to war for him,” Bardreau said. “Obviously, you need that on a 
day-in, day-out basis.” 

“And when you gotta hold guys accountable, you gotta hold guys 
accountable.” 

The Islanders have now lost two straight and find themselves at 15-10-0, 
with their next matchup coming against a Chicago Blackhawks (6-12-4) 
team located in the basement of the NHL. 

Lambert is holding a practice Saturday afternoon, and we shall see if 
there are any more positive updates on the injury front. 
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Detroit Red Wings left chasing Vegas Golden Knights the whole way in 
4-1 loss 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES 

Detroit Free Press 

 

The chance to finish a lengthy homestand on a high note soured right 
away. 

The Detroit Red Wings again showed their willingness to keep fighting 
Saturday, capping a five-game stretch at Little Caesars Arena by hosting 
the Vegas Golden Knights. But the Wings chased their elite opponent 
from the opening minute and weren't able to finish chances, resulting in a 
4-1 loss that left them on a three-game skid. 

"They scored at costly times," captain Dylan Larkin said. "First shift. We 
just finished a power play and they get a breakaway. We did a great job 
defending, it's just, they got timely goals and it kind of killed us. We just 
couldn’t manage to find one and we had plenty of looks in the o-zone. 
We did a great job swarming it. It’s just another one of those games 
where we’re really close but it’s not enough to get a result." 

Oskar Sundqvist scored to pull the Wings within a goal in the second 
period, but five minutes later, veteran Phil Kessel's breakaway put the 
Wings in another two-goal hole. They got a power play with 8:36 to play 
but Dylan Larkin was denied on two backhand attempts. Ville Husso was 
pulled with 3:25 to go for an extra attacker but the Knights turned that 
gamble into another goal, from Reilly Smith. 

"Our game has to look a lot more like the start of our third and our push 
at 2-1," coach Derek Lalonde said. "Definitely a frustrating game in that 
there were a couple plays that defined the game — them scoring a 
minute in, and we come out of the first period and we’ve played pretty 
well and we’re down, 1-0. We get to 2-1, we had a great push, we earned 
a power play, and they score coming out of the box and it’s 3-1." 

The Wings rallied to squeeze a point out of their previous game, against 
Buffalo, but the Vegas game left them 2-2-1 in their longest home stand 
of the season. 

"I think you saw against Buffalo, the puck went in and we came back, fell 
short in a shootout," Larkin said. "We were close tonight, but you can’t be 
close a lot, we have to find ways to get two points out of nights like this." 

The Wings (11-7-5) begin a four-game road trip Sunday at Columbus, 
and next play at LCA on Dec. 13 against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

First to finish 

It wasn't a great start for a team and goaltender looking to rebound: A 
minute after the game began, Jack Eichel was by himself to the left of 
Detroit's net, free to tap in a pass from Chandler Stephenson to put the 
Golden Knights up, 1-0. The Wings countered with several good shifts, 
but Joe Veleno, Adam Erne and Pius Suter weren't able to finish on their 
chances. Husso, who had a rough outing Monday against Toronto, 
responded with several sharp saves as the Wings let the Knights have 
their way a bit too much around Detroit's net. 

"He looked good, he looked like confident Ville," Lalonde said. 

Overpowered 
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Defenseman Jordan Oesterle was called for tripping at 7:16 of the 
second period. Larkin won the draw against Eichel, and Larkin and Oskar 
Sundqvist were able to force the puck into Vegas' zone, eating a few 
seconds off the penalty kill. But the play came the other way and Mark 
Stone and Jonathan Marchessault paired up to convert, with 
Marchessault firing a shot from the right circle that went bar down and 
put the Wings in a 2-0 hole. 

Sunny disposition 

The Wings got a power play at 10:41, three minutes after Marchessault's 
goal, when David Perron drew a hooking call on Zach Whitecloud. Larkin 
got the puck to Dominik Kubalik, who sent it towards the crease where 
Sundqvist hovered. Adin Hill stopped Sundqvist's first attempt, but 
Sundqvist didn't budge and was rewarded on his second attempt. It was 
Sundqvist's third goal in the past two games. 
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Detroit Red Wings lose to Vegas Golden Knights, 4-1: Game thread 
replay 

 

MARLOWE ALTER 

Detroit Free Press 

 

Detroit Red Wings (11-6-5) vs. Vegas Golden Knights (17-7-1) 

When: 7 p.m. Saturday. 

Where: Little Caesars Arena in Detroit. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit. 

Radio: 97.1 FM (Red Wings radio affiliates). 

Game notes: The Golden Knights sit atop the Western Conference with 
35 points, despite a 4-5-1 record in their past 10 games. They have 86 
goals against 67 allowed. The Red Wings have scored 72 goals and 
allowed 70. ... The Red Wings return the visit to Vegas on Jan. 19. 
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Red Wings complete underwhelming homestand with loss to Vegas 

 

TED KULFAN 

The Detroit News 

 

Detroit - What could have been a successful five-game homestand for 
the Red Wings turned out to be just average. 

Vegas scored early Saturday, and never lost control, as it defeated the 
Wings 4-1. 

That left the Wings (11-7-5) with a 2-2-1 record on this homestand, 
earning five of a possible 10 points. Not bad, but the Wings were hoping 
for more. 

Especially with a difficult four-game trip beginning Sunday in Columbus. 

Just an OK homestand, but nothing much more than that. 

"OK is exactly the word," coach Derek Lalonde said. "If you look back on 
it, it's a little frustrating, but a little bit of reality of where we're at. The 
guys compete and the will and want (is there) right now, but if you look at 
the homestand, we got 2-0-1 against three teams sitting outside of the 
playoff bubble right now and we go 0-2 against two teams, elite teams, 
and unfortunately we need to flip that a little bit." 

The two losses to Toronto and Vegas, two Stanley Cup contenders, 
showed the gap between those teams and the Wings. 

"Our margin for error is small to begin with just who we are and where 
we're at," Lalonde said. "It's even less against real good teams. It' going 
to be frustrating because this is going to look like the underlying numbers 
similar to Toronto, and there's going to be nerd telling us we should have 
won that game on expected goals but that doesn't happen against real 
good teams. They don't need much for plays." 

Oskar Sundqvist (power play) had the Wings' goal, while goaltender Ville 
Husso stopped 21 shots. 

Jack Eichel, Jonathan Marechessault (power play), Phil Kessel and Reilly 
Smith (empty net) had Vegas goals, and goalie Adin Hill stopped 24 
shots. 

Kessel's fifth goal gave Vegas (18-7-1) a 3-1 lead at 16:32 of the second 
period. 

Just as the Wings' power play expired, the Knights' Nicolas Roy stripped 
the puck from Lucas Raymond and launched an outlet pass to Kessel, 
who was coming out of the penalty box. 

Kessel skated in on a breakaway and snapped a shot past Husso. 

"Kessel is going to make us pay and he did," captain Dylan Larkin said. 
"That one hurt because we're trying to tie it up and we go down (3-1)." 

Sundqvist had just cut the Knights' lead to 2-1 with his fourth goal and 
third in two games. Dominik Kubalik found Sundqvist alone in front of the 
crease and Sundqvist knocked the puck past Hill. 

"They scored at costly times," Larkin said. "Timely goals, and it kind of 
killed us. We couldn't manage to find one and we had plenty of looks in 
the (offensive) zone. Just another of those games where we're real close 
but it's not good enough to get a result and it hurts." 

Vegas opened the scoring on Eichel's 13th goal. 

Chandler Stephenson wheeled in the corner and threw the puck out front, 
where Kessel, alone at the post, tapped the puck past Husso just 1:04 
into the game. 

That lead held until Vegas extended the margin to 2-0 on Marchessault's 
power-play goal. 

After the Wings' rush was thwarted on one end, Vegas' Mark Stone 
started a break the other way, with Stone finding Shea Theodore, who 
found Marchessault trailing. Marchessault snapped a shot past Husso at 
7:16 of the second period. 

"We don't really shoot ourselves in the foot like we have in the past, but 
timely goals, and that's going to happen in any game," Larkin said. 
"We're right there but we have to find a way to start getting two points out 
of nights like this." 
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Margin for error slim as Red Wings embark on challenging road trip 

 

TED KULFAN 

The Detroit News 
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Detroit — It's back on the road again for the Red Wings. 

After finishing a season-long five-game homestand Saturday against 
Vegas, the Wings are back on the road beginning Sunday in Columbus. 

And, as it seems is usually the case these days, it's going to be another 
pivotal test for a Wings team that wants to remain deep in the playoff 
chase. 

The Blue Jackets are struggling, decimated by injuries, and likely will be 
looking for revenge after the Wings defeated them, 6-1, in Columbus two 
weeks ago. 

But games in Tampa, Florida and Dallas to round out the trip all will be 
stern tests for a Wings team that have challenging months of December 
and January, playing against many of the NHL's best teams. 

"We're trying to grow as a team and it's (about) playing these teams that 
are already there and established," coach Derek Lalonde said. 

Lalonde was concentrating, for the time being, on defeating Vegas and 
coming out on the positive side of this five-game homestand. 

The Wings were 2-1-1 entering the Vegas game, with victories over 
Nashville and Arizona to begin the homestand followed by a loss to 
Toronto and overtime loss against Buffalo. The Wings remained in a 
playoff wild-card spot in a bunched-up Eastern Conference. 

"Right now, we're looking to win our homestand," Lalonde said. "We're 2-
1-1. This could be a great homestand, this could be an OK homestand." 

The majority of these upcoming teams, while near the top the of the 
standings, also have deep forward lines. Those type of similar opponents 
have been match-up nightmares for the Wings, specifically on the road. 

The Wings also found out Friday they'd be without forward Tyler Bertuzzi 
(upper-body) for six weeks after having surgery. Bertuzzi injured himself, 
it appeared, in the near his left hand after taking a shot off his hand in the 
third period of Wednesday's loss to Buffalo. 

"These teams that are three (lines) deep with skill have created some 
issues for us," Lalonde said. "The three centers, it creates matchup 
issues." 

Playing against some of the NHL's best also has exposed the Wings in 
where they stand in their development. Though the roster is improved 
and competitive, the Wings can't afford to play sloppily or not at their 
best, in order to defeat the better teams. 

"We've talked about margin of error, and everybody talking about where 
we are as a team," Lalonde said. "This (a game such as Monday's loss to 
Toronto) might pump the breaks and be realistic of where we're at. We 
talked about being at our best to beat anyone in our league and how our 
margin is different than elite teams. Toronto is an elite team. It literally 
had two chances and both ended up in the back of the net (in the first 
period)." 

Ice chips 

Goaltender Magnus Hellberg, in his first start Friday for Grand Rapids 
after being sent on a conditioning stint, made 34 saves but Texas scored 
three third-period goals to defeat the Griffins, 4-1. 

It was Hellberg's first American League game since April 12, 2017, when 
Hellberg played for Hartford. 

The Wings claimed Hellberg off waivers recently, adding to the 
organization's goaltending depth. 

... The Wings' lines at Saturday's morning skate were identical to what 
they showed during Friday's practice, after calling up Austin Czarnik to 
replace Bertuzzi. 

Dylan Larkin was between Dominik Kubalik and David Perron, Michael 
Rasmussen centered Pius Suter and Lucas Raymond, Adam Copp 

between Adam Erne and Oskar Sundqvist, and Joe Veleno anchored 
Jonatan Berggren and Czarnik. 

Red Wings at Blue Jackets 

▶ Faceoff: 6 p.m. Sunday, Nationwide Arena, Columbus. 

▶ TV/radio: BSDextra/97.1 FM 

▶ Outlook: Columbus (8-12-2) is coming off a 4-1 victory Friday in 
Winnipeg. ... The Wings defeated Columbus, 6-1, earlier this season. ... 
LW Johnny Gaudreau (eight goals, 17 assists) has been a productive 
free agent signing, while former U-M forward Kent Johnson (five goals, 
12 points) has had a steady rookie season. 
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Hellberg makes GR debut, while Griffins are star stuck in weekend 
sweep by Texas 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

The homestand continued for the Grand Rapids Griffins over the 
weekend, as they welcomed the Texas Stars, American Hockey League 
affiliate of the Dallas Stars, to Van Andel Arena for a pair of divisional 
matchups. 

KETTLE DRUMMED 

In the team’s annual Red Kettle Game, the Griffins found themselves 
right in the thick of it with the Stars. After Riley Tufte struck first for the 
visitors, veteran center Kyle Criscuolo found the back of the net in the 
final minute of the first period to tie the game. Goaltender Magnus 
Hellberg, who had been recently sent down by the Detroit Red Wings on 
a conditioning stint, made some big saves early on, but unfortunately, the 
wheels came off for Grand Rapids in the third period. Texas reeled off 
three unanswered goals, with Tufte adding his second of the night on an 
empty-netter, handing the Griffins their third loss in four games with a 4-1 
win. 

Magnus Hellberg 

Hellberg has made only one NHL appearance this season, making 29 
saves in a 4-2 Ottawa Senators victory over Dallas Stars on Oct. 24 
(Photo credit: Mark Newman/Grand Rapids Griffins) 

Hellberg looked good in his second pro game this season. The 
goaltender who has spent time on the Ottawa Senators and Seattle 
Kraken rosters this season stopped 34 of the 37 shots he faced Friday 
night. 

“I was really excited to get in [net],” Hellberg said after the loss. “It was 
fun to play today for sure.” 

The Swedish netminder stressed staying focused during a strange 
season, bouncing around the NHL. 

“It’s a little curveball, but you have to embrace it. It’s been a whirlwind for 
both me and my family, but I can just focus on what I can control, and 
that’s building and working on my game. Doesn’t matter where I am, the 
puck looks the same.” 

Hellberg is hoping that he continues to get playing time after his stint with 
the Griffins wraps up. 

“As a goaltender, it is important to play some games, I see myself as a bit 
of a gamer, it’s tough to just practice. I’ll take it one game at a time for 
sure, and then we’ll see what the management in Detroit, and [general 
manager Steve] Yzerman says.” 
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Criscuolo’s tally in the first period was his third of the season. The eight-
year forward had scored three points in his last four games after Friday. 

Buy Griffins gear: Amazon 

POWER-LESS 

Grand Rapids fell behind early to the Stars in their second game of the 
weekend set on Saturday night, as Texas stormed out of the gate with 
five goals in the opening 20 minutes. Though Trenton Bliss scored his 
first goal in the AHL later in the frame, the Griffins trailed 5-1 at the end of 
the first period. 

Trenton Bliss 

The goal marked Trenton Bliss' first AHL point in 10 games with the 
Griffins (Photo credit: Grand Rapids Griffins) 

In the second stanza, the Griffs had many chances to get back in the 
game. After Taro Hirose scored 22 seconds into the period, GR had five 
power plays, but was unsuccessful on each of them, with Riley Damiani 
scored a shorthanded goal for the Stars to restore the four-goal lead 
heading into the second intermission. Pontus Andreasson scored in the 
dying seconds of regulation for the Griffins, but it was too little, too late, 
as Grand Rapids suffered their first weekend sweep of the season, losing 
by a score of 6-3. 

Jussi Olkinuora had a tough start in net for Grand Rapids, giving up three 
goals on the first six shots he faced. Defenseman Chase Pearson 
assisted on a pair of the Griffins’ goals, while Hirose’s goal gave him his 
team-leading 19th point of the season. 

Stream Griffins hockey live: AHL.TV 

LOOKING AHEAD 

The Griffins (8-11-1) have fallen to sixth in the Central Division, and will 
wrap up their five-game homestand with a clash with the Iowa Wild, the 
AHL affiliate of the Minnesota Wild, on Wednesday night. 

The Wild currently sit fifth in the Central Division, three points ahead of 
the Griffins with an 8-7-2 record, and are coming off a weekend set with 
the struggling Chicago Wolves. The Griffins and Wild met in pair of 
games early last month in Des Moines, with the two teams coming to a 
split. 

After that, GR heads to the northeast for a couple of games in the 
Eastern Conference. 

First, on Friday night the Griffins take on the Springfield Thunderbirds, an 
affiliate of the St. Louis Blues, before taking on the Hartford Wolf Pack, 
the high-end farm team for the New York Rangers on Saturday. 

Check out more Grand Rapids Griffins’ articles on MLive 

UPCOMING SCHEDULE (Home games in BOLD) 

Wednesday, Dec. 7 vs. Iowa Wild (7 p.m. ET) 

Friday, Dec. 9 @ Springfield Thunderbirds (7:05 p.m. ET) 

Saturday, Dec. 10 @ Hartford Wolf Pack (7 p.m. ET) 

Friday, Dec. 16 vs. Hartford Wolf Pack (7 p.m. ET) 

Saturday, Dec. 17 @ Chicago Wolves (8 p.m. ET) 

Thursday, Dec. 22 @ Chicago Wolves (8 p.m. ET) 

You can watch and listen to the Griffins all season long on AHL.TV 

Buy Griffins tickets: Ticketmaster, StubHub, SeatGeek 
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Red Wings fall to Vegas to wrap up mediocre homestand 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – A homestand that started with much promise ended up 
mediocre at best. 

The Vegas Golden Knights capitalized on a couple of defensive 
breakdowns and defeated the Detroit Red Wings 4-1 Saturday at Little 
Caesars Arena. 

The Red Wings (11-7-5) have dropped three in a row (0-2-1) after 
winning the first two games of the season-long five-game homestand. 

They start a four-game trip Sunday in Columbus (6 p.m., Bally Sports 
Detroit Extra). 

Backup Adin Hill made 24 saves for the Golden Knights (18-7-1). 

Oskar Sundqvist scored Detroit’s lone goal. He converted on the power 
play at 11:37 of the second period to cut the Vegas lead to 2-1. He 
swatted in the puck from the crease for his third goal in two games and 
fourth of the season. 

The Red Wings, who failed to score in 10 power-play opportunities the 
previous two games, went back on the man-advantage less than three 
minutes later. 

But Phil Kessel drained them of their momentum by scoring on a 
breakaway out of the penalty box. Lucas Raymond fell in the corner in 
the Vegas zone, enabling Nicolas Roy to get the puck and spring Kessel 
with a perfect stretch pass. 

Ville Husso was pulled for the extra skater with 3:25 remaining in the 
third period, but Reilly Smith scored into an empty net with three minutes 
to play to make it 4-1 and seal the outcome. 

The Red Wings played catchup nearly the entire night, after Jack Eichel 
scored 1:05 into the game. 

A defensive breakdown enabled the Golden Knights’ best player to be 
wide open in front of the net, receive a pass from Chandler Stephenson 
and bury the puck past Husso for his 13th of the season. 

Jonathan Marchessault made it 2-0 on the power play at 7:50 of the 
second, capping a quick transition after the Red Wings had possession 
deep in the offensive zone. 
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How to Watch the Vegas Golden Knights vs. Detroit Red Wings - NHL 
(12/3/22) | Channel, Stream, Preview 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

After an extra day off, the Detroit Red Wings look to end their little 
homestand on a high note on Saturday night, as the extremely talented 
Vegas Golden Knights are ready to test the young team in Motown. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

Though they did not come out on the winning end in their latest game 
three nights ago, the Red Wings showed some fight. Heading into the 
third period against the Buffalo Sabres, Detroit trailed by a score of 4-1. 
However, a pair of goals from Oskar Sundqvist and one from David 
Perron spurred a comeback, sending the game into overtime tied at four. 
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However, the Wings were not able to grab the extra point, falling in the 
shootout. 

While falling to a team beneath you in the standings is not ideal, how 
Detroit refused to quit shows how much the team has grown, and how 
much they believe that they can overcome adversity. That is arguably 
one of the biggest differences between this season’s group compared to 
years past. 

The Red Wings are going to be handed maybe one of their biggest tests 
on Saturday night. The Golden Knights are one of the best teams in the 
NHL right now. Coming into Detroit, Vegas has the best record in the 
Western Conference, and third in the entire league, with 35 points in their 
first 25 games. Though they dropped a couple of games on home ice last 
week, they bounced back with a shootout win over the Columbus Blue 
Jackets on Monday, before falling to the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Thursday. 

The two teams split the inter-conference series last season, with the 
home sides picking up wins in both matchups. 

Check out more stories about the Detroit Red Wings here on MLive 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Vegas Golden Knights (17-7-1) vs. Detroit Red Wings (11-6-5) 

When: Saturday, December 3 

Time: 7 p.m. ET 

Where: Little Caesars Arena (Detroit, Mich.) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit 

Stream: DirecTV Stream 
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Red Wings look to win homestand with Vegas in town 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings have dropped two in a row, but there 
is not a lot they want to change with their five-on-five play tonight against 
Vegas at Little Caesars Arena (7 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit). 

They just need to cash in on a power play that has gone 0 for 10 the past 
two games, and get better goaltending, after shaky starts by Ville Husso 
against Toronto and Alex Nedeljkovic vs. Buffalo. 

The Red Wings (11-6-5) wrap up a five-game homestand. Husso will be 
back in net after being pulled midway through Monday’s 4-2 loss to the 
Maple Leafs. 

“Right now, we’re looking to win our homestand,” coach Derek Lalonde 
said. “We’re 2-1-1. This could be a great homestand, this could be an OK 
homestand. We’re trying to grow as a team and it’s playing these teams 
that are already there and established.” 

The Golden Knights (17-7-1) are 4-5-1 in their past 10 following a nine-
game winning streak under Bruce Cassidy, who coached the Bruins the 
previous six seasons. 

Jack Eichel, in his first full season with Vegas, has 12 goals and 28 
points. 

“These teams that are three deep with skill have created some issues for 
us,” Lalonde said. “The three centers, it creates matchup issues.” 

With Tyler Bertuzzi out six weeks following hand surgery, the Red Wings 
tweaked some lines in Friday’s practice. Pius Suter replaced Bertuzzi on 
the line with Michael Rasmussen and Lucas Raymond while Austin 
Czarnik, recalled Thursday from Grand Rapids, joined the line with Joe 
Veleno and Jonatan Berggren. 

The Red Wings have registered 45 and 44 shots, season highs, in each 
of the past two games. 

“We may have played better against Toronto and Buffalo than we did vs. 
Nashville (3-0 victory on Nov. 23) on this homestand,” Lalonde said. 

“We found ourselves trailing those games, we had a little urgency in our 
game, but I also think it’s when our five-on-five offense started to turn, 
underlying numbers were much better. I think it’s more a mentality of 
getting pucks to the net, getting bodies to the net, turning into a shot-
scramble type game.” 

Expected lines 

Here are the anticipated lines and defense pairs for the Red Wings: 

Dominik Kubalik-Dylan Larkin-David Perron 

Pius Suter-Michael Rasmussen-Lucas Raymond 

Adam Erne-Andrew Copp-Oskar Sundqvist 

Jonatan Berggren-Joe Veleno-Austin Czarnik 

Ben Chiarot-Moritz Seider 

Olli Maatta-Filip Hronek 

Jake Walman-Jordan Oesterle 

Ville Husson (starting) 

Alex Nedeljkovic 
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Golden Knights get past Red Wings, 4-1 

 

By ASSOCIATED PRESS | 

PUBLISHED December 3, 2022 at 9:51 p.m. | UPDATED: December 3, 
2022 at 9:54 p.m. 

 

DETROIT — Jack Eichel scored just over a minute into the game and the 
Vegas Golden Knights never relinquished the lead as they beat the 
Detroit Red Wings 4-1 on Saturday night. 

Phil Kessel had a goal and an assist, while Jonathan Marchessault and 
Reilly Smith also scored for Vegas, which won for the second time in five 
games. Adin Hill made 24 saves to record his first victory in his last four 
starts. 

Oskar Sundqvist scored his third goal in two games, while Ville Husso 
stopped 21 shots for Detroit. The Wings lost in regulation for just the 
second time in eight games (4-2-2). 

Eichel scored his 13th goal when he slipped unchecked next to the goal 
post and Chandler Stephenson backhanded a pass to him for an easy 
tap-in at 1:04. 

Vegas and Detroit are among the three least penalized teams in the 
league and the first penalty wasn’t called until 7:16 of the second period, 
when the Red Wings’ Jordan Oesterle was whistled for tripping. 
Marchessault cashed in with his ninth goal, lifting the puck from the right 
circle over Husso’s shoulder off a pass from Shea Theodore at 7:50. 
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The Red Wings also scored on their first power play as Sundqvist 
converted on a rebound off a shot by Dominik Kubalik with 8:23 left. 

After serving out the next penalty, Kessel came out of the box and scored 
on a breakaway with 3:28 remaining in the middle period for a 3-1 Vegas 
lead. Kessel’s goal was the 17th of his career against Detroit in 31 
games. 

Smith added an empty-netter with 3 minutes left. 

NOTES 

The Red Wings were playing their first game since F Tyler Bertuzzi, a 30-
goal scorer last season, was placed on injured reserve. Bertuzzi was 
struck by a shot on Wednesday and suffered a hand injury that required 
surgery. … Eichel has recorded a point in 15 of the last 18 games.. … 
Vegas (eight games) and expansion Seattle (two games) are the only 
two teams that Detroit C Dylan Larkin hasn’t scored against in his career. 

UP NEXT 

Golden Knights: Att Boston on Monday night to wrap up a four-game trip. 

Red Wings: At Columbus on Sunday to begin a four-game trip. 
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NHL exes: The strangest player for each team to see in an opponent’s 
jersey 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

03/12/2022 

 

It’s always a strange feeling to see a favorite player — someone once 
part of your team’s core — come back to town in an opponent’s jersey 
after leaving in free agency or a trade. 

Right now in the NHL, the feeling’s going around. 

This week, former Flames staples Matthew Tkachuk and Sean Monahan 
each took the ice in Calgary, now wearing Panthers and Canadiens 
colors, respectively. Next week, it’ll be Ryan McDonagh returning to 
Tampa to face his championship teammates and then yet another 
Flames reunion, with Calgary in Columbus to play Johnny Gaudreau and 
the Blue Jackets. 

To mark these returns, we asked our staff which current player is the 
strangest for each NHL team to see in an opponent’s — or, worse, rival’s 
— jersey. Here’s what they said. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Hampus Lindholm: We’re talking about recent history and not going back 
through the years, so I’d say it is oddest to see Lindholm in a Bruins 
sweater, given the importance he had on Anaheim’s blue line for nine 
seasons. Lindholm came along at a time when the Ducks were very 
good. He ate a lot of minutes and handled a lot of the team’s toughest 
defensive assignments, and he might still be in Anaheim if he hadn’t 
been looking for a max-term extension. He got eight years in Boston and 
is rewarding the B’s with the best start of his career. It’s working out great 
for him. Not so much for the Ducks or their fans. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Oliver Ekman-Larsson: OEL looked as if he’d be a Coyote for life when 
then-GM John Chayka signed him to an eight-year, $66 million contract 
with a full no-move back on July 1, 2018, some nine years after they’d 
drafted him in the first round. But then the regime changed, and after 769 
games and 388 points, plus three seasons as the team’s captain, 

Ekman-Larsson was traded to Vancouver. He said it himself: He put his 
“heart and soul” into the Coyotes organization. It took a long time for him 
to digest the fact that they wanted him — or at least his contract — gone. 
— Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Torey Krug: In 2019-20, the final season of his four-year, $21 million 
deal, it was a given that Krug was headed to free agency. It didn’t make 
sense for the Bruins to give the 29-year-old defenseman the term he 
would get on the free market. The Bruins had Matt Grzelcyk, a similarly 
undersized left-shot defenseman, under team control. That said, the 
Bruins didn’t want to say goodbye to Krug. He turned himself into an elite 
power-play quarterback and a consistent even-strength defender in his 
nine seasons with Boston, helping the Bruins to two Stanley Cup Finals. 
Watching him then sign with the Blues, the opponent in the latter of those 
Finals, didn’t make it any easier. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Jack Eichel: Jack Eichel has the star power and electric playing style to 
fit in wearing the Golden Knights jersey, but it’s still an adjustment after 
he spent the first six seasons with the Sabres. When Buffalo drafted him 
No. 2 in the 2015 draft, nobody pictured him wearing anything but blue 
and gold. Maybe because the divorce was ugly and the reunions have 
been intense, the Golden Knights jersey will look more and more natural 
on him over time. — Matthew Fairburn 

“I know people here don’t think he has character, but my god, we’ve seen 
what Jack really is.” 

Jack Eichel basked in every decibel of booing from Sabres fans. Then he 
scored a 3rd period hat trick to hand Buffalo its fourth straight loss. 
@TheAthletic https://t.co/BZni5kYayr 

— Matthew Fairburn (@MatthewFairburn) November 11, 2022 

Calgary Flames 

Johnny Gaudreau: It’s so hard to pick between Matthew Tkachuk, Sean 
Monahan and Gaudreau here. Mark Giordano could have also been 
considered, too, but he’s suited up for two NHL teams since leaving 
Calgary, giving us time to adjust. The Flames weren’t all that committed 
to booing Tkachuk when he visited this week, perhaps knowing it was 
time to move on to the next chapter. Losing Gaudreau as a free agent for 
nothing still stings, and while there’s nothing wrong with him wanting to 
be closer to home, the Blue Jackets jersey is definitely strange. Finally, 
there’s Monahan. He didn’t ask to leave the Flames — his decline due to 
injuries made him expendable — but did anyone expect him to be nearly 
on par this season with Nazem Kadri, the guy replacing him in the 
lineup? So, how to decide? Flames fans said hello and goodbye to 
Tkachuk twice in late November, and then to Monahan on Thursday. 
Next Friday, they get their first look at Gaudreau in Columbus. That these 
games are all jumbled together makes it even weirder, but we’ll go with 
Gaudreau just for the anticipation factor. — Julian McKenzie and Hailey 
Salvian 

After Matthew Tkachuk’s return to Calgary, it’s time to focus on Flames’ 
future @TheAthleticNHL https://t.co/BHRLwIyJAM 

 

— Julian McKenzie (@jkamckenzie) November 30, 2022 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Brock McGinn: He might not be synonymous with the Hurricanes, but 
Brock McGinn playing in a Penguins uniform is certainly surreal. Eric 
Staal, the easy answer, is with his fifth team since Raleigh, so we’ve 
gotten used to that. McGinn, like Staal, was drafted and developed by the 
team, and he epitomized coach Rod Brind’Amour’s “whatever it takes” 
attitude. Most memorably, he scored the game-winner in double overtime 
of Game 7 against the Capitals in the first round of the 2019 playoffs, 
cementing Carolina’s return to relevance and immortalizing himself in 
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Hurricanes lore. Seeing him in another uniform will probably never look 
right. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Artemi Panarin: There’s an easy joke to be made here about seeing 
Patrick Kane or Jonathan Toews in the visitors locker room at the United 
Center in a few months, and perhaps nothing will be as weird as seeing 
Duncan Keith in an Oilers jersey last season. But for now, it’s still Artemi 
Panarin. Not because the wound is still fresh for the fan base or anything 
(it’s been more than five years now) but because of what Panarin 
represents — lost opportunity. Chicago likely would have lost him 
eventually for cap reasons, but trading him (and Niklas Hjalmarsson the 
same fateful morning) early likely took two or three years off the 
Blackhawks’ contention window, and it robbed Kane of two or three more 
MVP-type seasons in the prime of his career. It’s the great What If of 
recent Blackhawks history. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Nazem Kadri: This is a tricky question for the Avalanche. Former players 
Ryan O’Reilly and Matt Duchene have been gone long enough that the 
weirdness has faded, so let’s go with Kadri, whose departure is still fresh. 
Even though it became clear after his strong 2021-22 season that the 
Avalanche were going to have a tough time affording him in free agency, 
it was strange seeing him in opposing threads when Colorado played 
Calgary in the second game of the season. He had big postseason 
moments during Colorado’s run to the Stanley Cup, including an overtime 
winner in Game 4, and the short offseason led to a more jarring 
transition. — Peter Baugh 

On Nazem Kadri and an OT winner for the ages https://t.co/xGJJ1S78m2 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) June 23, 2022 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Nick Foligno: The Blue Jackets have watched several prominent players 
leave town in recent seasons — Seth Jones, Artemi Panarin, Pierre-Luc 
Dubois, etc. — but the one who looks most out of place in his new duds 
is Foligno, the former Jackets’ captain who now plays for Boston. Foligno 
spent nine seasons in Columbus, playing a starring or supporting role in 
some of the Blue Jackets’ best seasons and biggest moments. He and 
his family left a major mark on the community, most notably with a $1 
million donation to Nationwide Children’s Hospital after his daughter was 
diagnosed with a rare heart defect. The Folignos are building a house in 
Columbus for when he eventually retires. The black and gold is but a 
temporary color scheme. — Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

John Klingberg: Klingberg, a Stars 2010 fifth-round draft pick, broke out 
in Dallas in the 2014-15 season and was signed to a seven-year deal. 
Over the course of the contract, he provided dazzling dangles on the blue 
line, proved lethal on the power play and was incredibly involved in the 
community and charitable work with the Dallas Stars Foundation. Until 
the end, Klingberg maintained he wanted to stay in Dallas, and the Stars 
said they wanted him back. His former agent misjudged the market, and 
the fan-favorite defenseman ended up in Anaheim this past summer. — 
Saad Yousuf 

At 8-3-1, the Stars are off to one of their best starts in recent 
history.@SaadYousuf126 has 10 not-so-obvious reasons explaining the 
success of one of the top teams in the Western 
Conference.https://t.co/jeFF8QOZDw 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) November 7, 2022 

Detroit Red Wings 

Anthony Mantha: There is no shortage of candidates here, as Detroit’s 
rebuild has seen several prominent players traded away over the last few 
seasons. Gustav Nyquist and Tomas Tatar were some of the final ties to 
the playoff era, and that certainly made their departures poignant. But the 
one that stands out most is Mantha. He was once considered a part of 

the core that would eventually emerge from the rebuild into contention. 
Instead, just months after Steve Yzerman signed him to a contract 
extension, he was dealt for Jakub Vrana and two draft picks. It’s getting 
more normal nearly two years later, but it’s still a bit jarring to see 
Mantha’s trademark white stick paired with a Capitals jersey while the 
Red Wings rebuild continues without him. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Adam Larsson: The Oilers don’t have a clear-cut choice. Larsson is the 
pick because he represents the most recent deletion of a key player and 
because he decided to leave an Oilers team on the rise to sign with an 
expansion squad. His departure left Oilers management scrambling, and 
they responded by getting Cody Ceci in free agency, a decision that’s 
worked out well so far. Still, Larsson signing with the Kraken was 
surprising — and he’s missed on the Edmonton blue line. — Daniel 
Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Jonathan Huberdeau: Seeing Matthew Tkachuk land in South Florida 
wasn’t much of a surprise — but seeing who headed back to Calgary 
certainly qualifies as one. All due credit to MacKenzie Weegar, who’d 
emerged as a legit top-end, top-pair guy over the previous few seasons, 
but Huberdeau was a fixture for the Panthers on and off the ice since he 
was a teenager. Throw in how open he’s been about how shocked and 
hurt the trade left him, and this is about as easy a call as we can make. 
— Sean Gentille 

Matthew Tkachuk called #Flames GM Brad Treliving and let him know 
the bad news on a Sunday morning. 

It kicked off a week of trade talks, negotiations, and led to the league’s 
first ever sign and trade. 

Here is how it happened.@TheAthleticNHLhttps://t.co/9CbGaqc7tU 

— Julian McKenzie (@jkamckenzie) November 15, 2022 

Los Angeles Kings 

Alec Martinez: Given that the Kings have run it back with basically the 
same cast this season, I can’t say it’s someone from the present era. Jeff 
Carter could have been a choice, but his memorable time in L.A. ran its 
course, and he didn’t come up with the club originally. For my money, it’s 
still a bit odd to see Martinez in another sweater. The 35-year-old Vegas 
defenseman was homegrown by the Kings and an underrated member of 
a stout blue line for 10-plus seasons. You wouldn’t be a true fan if you 
didn’t remember his monstrous overtime goal to eliminate Chicago and 
send the Kings to the Stanley Cup Final or the double-overtime jump-for-
joy finish against the Rangers to clinch the club’s second Cup triumph in 
three years. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Zach Parise and Ryan Suter: Yeah, it’s weird seeing Kevin Fiala in black 
and white with one of those silver helmets, but it’s still weirder seeing 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter wearing Islanders and Stars colors. In 2012, 
there was so much hope in the Twin Cities when Parise and Suter signed 
matching 13-year, $98 million deals. But in July 2021, general manager 
Bill Guerin made the bold decision to clean house and buy them both out. 
Parise finished with 199 goals and 400 points with the Wild (third in both 
categories in Wild history), while Suter’s 369 points is tops among Wild 
defensemen in history. Parise signed consecutive one-year deals to play 
for his late father’s old team, the Islanders, and his first GM in New 
Jersey, Lou Lamoriello, while Suter’s in the second year of a four-year 
deal with Dallas. — Michael Russo 

10 years ago today, #mnwild signed Zach Parise and Ryan Suter to 13-
year contracts for some July 4th fireworks 

My story, 2 1/2 years before the dual buyouts 

Halfway into Parise-Suter deals, here’s the full story of how it all went 
down 
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via @TheAthletic https://t.co/19YqQsC7I2 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) July 4, 2022 

Montreal Canadiens 

Artturi Lehkonen: A Canadiens’ second-rounder in 2012, Lehkonen was 
a staple in the Montreal lineup from 2016 until being traded to the 
Avalance on March 21. As a smaller, speedy player and hard worker with 
plenty of two-way acumen but a lack of finish, he was also so typical of 
the Canadiens. Lehkonen was praised by his coaches and teammates 
for doing the little things right and being severely undervalued. While fans 
may think this was lip service, seeing what he’s done with Colorado 
proves that, with high-end players around him, he can be the perfect 
complement, and it’s unfortunate he never got to blossom that way in 
Montreal. — Marc Antoine Godin 

Artturi Lehkonen is living. And he’s wearing the shoe he drank out of. 
pic.twitter.com/Lo9UBUTUfq 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) June 30, 2022 

Nashville Predators 

Viktor Arvidsson: The Preds have parted with a few core players in 
recent years, but no move was met with the same disapproval — from 
fans and players on the team — as the 2021 trade of Arvidsson to the 
Kings. “Arvy Hustle” was central to the team’s 2016 to ’18 flirtation with 
the upper reaches of the league. He set the team’s single-season goals 
record with 34 in 2018-19 (since passed by Filip Fosberg and Matt 
Duchene) and combined with Forsberg and Ryan Johansen on one of 
the NHL’s best lines. It’s still strange at times to see those two working 
together without him hopping in front of goalies to tip pucks or blasting 
one from the right circle. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Zach Parise: If we could go all the way back to Martin Brodeur playing for 
the Blues, that would be the slam dunk for this. That was as weird as it 
gets, for the Devils or maybe any team. But since we’re sticking with 
active players, let’s go with Parise. After being picked No. 17 in the 2003 
draft, he spent seven seasons in New Jersey. When he signed that 
massive contract in Minnesota, it was definitely odd to see him drop his 
red sweater. And now the Devils get to see him in opposing threads even 
more regularly, playing for the Metro-rival Islanders. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Devon Toews: The sting of seeing Toews become an elite-level 
defenseman for a Stanley Cup-winning Avalanche team is probably still 
there for a good chunk of the Islanders fan base. While the Islanders are 
still able to ice a pretty good defensive core now, and Noah Dobson’s 
development has helped to ease the pain of losing Toews for only a pair 
of second-round picks, there’s not much doubt that the organization 
should have found a way to keep him around, even with the salary cap 
gymnastics it would have taken to do it. — Kevin Kurz 

It was clear how much the #Avs missed Devon Toews when he was out, 
and it’s clear how much they benefit from having him back. 
https://t.co/hUJ5z1VtcT 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) November 19, 2021 

New York Rangers 

Mats Zuccarello: The Rangers dealt Zuccarello to the Stars at the 2018-
19 trade deadline, so this isn’t about the wound still being fresh or 
anything. It’s simply that Zuccarello was such an integral part of the 2014 
to 2017 Rangers run: an undersized, undrafted free agent who became a 
dependable scorer during those years. Some of the other guys from the 
2014 Cup Final squad are still around, but no one gets more love from 
Rangers fans than “Zucc.” — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Colin White: I think Ottawa fans have adjusted to seeing popular players 
like Erik Karlsson, Mark Stone and Jean-Gabriel Pageau wearing 
different jerseys. If we were doing this survey back in 2020, those three 
players would have been easy answers to this question. There also might 
be a temptation to choose Craig Anderson, with the Sabres now, but it’s 
been almost three years since the netminder last played for Ottawa. So 
I’ll go with Colin White playing for the Panthers. White was a first-round 
pick by Ottawa in 2015 and suited up for more than 200 games with the 
Senators. He was the first player to sign a long-term contract to commit 
to Ottawa during the rebuild, so we figured he would be here for the long 
haul. But he was bought out by the Senators this summer. It’s still a bit 
jarring to see the forward wearing a Panthers jersey. — Ian Mendes 

I connected with Colin White for the first time since the Sens bought him 
out. 

He discussed his time in Ottawa, his decision to sign with the Panthers 
and whether or not his infamous 'head-butt' goal should be part of a 
video tribute when he comes back.https://t.co/AEV9m2lewg 

— Ian Mendes (@ian_mendes) August 24, 2022 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Claude Giroux: This is an obvious one. Giroux is Philadelphia’s longest-
tenured captain and second in team history in games played and points. 
He was supposed to finish his career as a Flyer. Instead, ineptitude from 
the front office over the course of a decade led to the club collapsing 
around him, and ultimately that resulted in a deadline trade to Florida, 
and then a long-term pact signed with the Senators. But Giroux, on some 
level, will always be a Flyer. He never really wanted to leave in the first 
place, and if the reception he received in his farewell game and in his first 
game back in the City of Brotherly Love wearing another team’s jersey 
was any indication, the bulk of the fan base feels the same way. — 
Charlie O’Connor 

As meaningful as last March's farewell game was for Claude Giroux & 
Flyers fans, it was today that truly felt like the end of the Giroux era in 
Philly. There was a real sense of finality at the Wells Fargo Center on 
Saturday, with Giroux back as an enemy:https://t.co/1IicNzBqDv 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) November 13, 2022 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Marc-Andre Fleury: All these years later, seeing “The Flower” don a crest 
that isn’t the Skating Penguin is still jarring. Fleury was as beloved as any 
teammate among the Penguins, and that adoration extended to the fans 
in Pittsburgh. He’s easily the player that fans are most disappointed 
didn’t finish his career with the Penguins — as evidenced by the internet 
trying to bring him back any time he seems even slightly available for a 
possible move. — Rob Rossi 

San Jose Sharks 

Joe Pavelski: Pavelski is in his fourth season with the Stars, but he’s still 
one of the most popular players in Sharks history. His departure also 
coincides with what is now the longest period without a playoff berth in 
franchise history, and he’s had a lot of success in Dallas. Pavelski’s 188 
points since joining the Stars are more than anyone has had for the 
Sharks in the same time, and he’s just five goals shy of Timo Meier’s 81, 
which leads San Jose over that stretch. To make matters worse, the 
player who ostensibly replaced Pavelski, Evander Kane, had numerous 
off-ice issues and left the franchise in a messy divorce that lingered for 
several months after his contract was terminated. — Corey Masisak 

My favorite reviews of Joe Pavelski came from Brent Burns. 

“I always told him, everybody talks about his speed but he never had a 
step so you can’t lose one…It’s not like he’s going to get any slower. 

“He’s just Captain America. Without the body.”https://t.co/NdVBUPgcMd 

— Saad Yousuf (@SaadYousuf126) October 23, 2022 

Seattle Kraken 
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Mark Giordano: In the long, riveting history of the Kraken … it at least 
helps that they were so active at their first and only trade deadline. The 
pick here has to be Giordano, considering he was the first captain in 
franchise history and didn’t even last a complete season in Seattle. It’s 
an adjustment to see him with the Maple Leafs, as it was to see him in a 
Kraken sweater and not the Flames. Just when we started getting used 
to seeing him repping Seattle, he returned to Canada. — Shayna 
Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

David Perron: For many reasons, there’s no other player this could be 
than David Perron. First, after the Blues traded him once and lost him 
again in the 2017 expansion draft, he overlooked the business side of 
things and returned to the team for a third time. At 34 years old and 
playing as well as ever, it was thought to be a storybook ending and he’d 
retire in St. Louis. And second: the Red Wings? They’re one of the Blues’ 
most despised opponents, and now one of the biggest fan favorites in 
franchise history is wearing the Winged Wheel. Barf! — Jeremy 
Rutherford 

David Perron on his ‘hurtful’ Blues departure: ‘I’m still in a little bit of 
shock’ #stlblues https://t.co/2pHEDQB6dw 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) August 1, 2022 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Ryan McDonagh: This one is tough, as it’s going to be really strange too 
for Lightning fans to see Ondrej Palat in a Devils sweater. Palat was 
drafted and developed by Tampa Bay, won two Cups and is one of the 
franchise’s top playoff scorers. But considering the way he left, 
McDonagh in a Nashville sweater likely hurts more. The Lightning asked 
McDonagh — a heart and soul player on the ice and in the room — to 
waive his no-trade clause due to cap issues. Tampa Bay definitely 
misses McDonagh, so you can imagine the video tribute next week in his 
return to Tampa. — Joe Smith 

“I didn’t really get to say goodbye.” 

With Ryan McDonagh reuniting w/ @TBLightning this weekend, I sat 
down with him for behind the scenes look at trade, his new life in 
Nashville + impact of the deal. “You can tell he’s not there,” Pat Maroon 
says https://t.co/Qhv21cz1wm 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) November 19, 2022 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Nazem Kadri: Kadri was just around for so much with the Leafs. He was 
a Brian Burke draft pick who played for Randy Carlyle, who stuck around 
through the bottoming out of the franchise and who was there for the 
rebirth that followed, as well. He also went through so much in Toronto — 
from public spats about his fitness and eating habits in the minors to 
becoming a highly effective two-way player to suspensions at the worst 
possible times. Then, of course, came the controversial trade that sent 
him to Colorado. Kadri loved playing for the Leafs, too, and the fanbase 
adored his edgy style of play (suspensions notwithstanding). He reached 
his apex with the Avalanche — winning a Stanley Cup — but his Leaf 
years won’t be forgotten. — Jonas Siegel 

Nazem Kadri isn't the player or person he was when Toronto traded him, 
and he's wrapping up a career year with the #Avs. But now come 
playoffs, the beast that’s brought out the best and worst in him. 

On growth, a setback, and reputations that 
linger:https://t.co/hK0oPRnAAB 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) April 27, 2022 

Vancouver Canucks 

Alex Edler: There can be only one answer, and it’s Edler, who was 
always presumed to be a lifelong Canuck after evolving from a 
risk/reward puck-mover in his younger days into a smart, physical and 
downright mean shutdown defender. He stuck around through multiple 

eras of the franchise’s history, from its rise to the 2011 Stanley Cup Final 
all the way to the deepest depths of the rebuild. Through it all, he was a 
staple on the back end and never expressed a desire to move on. It 
became a running joke in Vancouver that he wouldn’t waive his trade 
protection. After a disastrous 2020-21 campaign for the Canucks, though, 
he finally walked, signing with the Kings. It will be flat-out bizarre to see 
him play his 1,000th game (he’s at 989 right now, 925 of which were with 
the Canucks) in black and white — perhaps with a chrome-colored 
helmet. — Thomas Drance and Harman Dayal 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Alex Tuch: This was a tough question for the Golden Knights because 
most players wore other NHL jerseys prior to coming to Vegas. Marc-
Andre Fleury is the most beloved former player without a doubt, but it’s 
not all that strange seeing him in Chicago or Minnesota since he was a 
star in Pittsburgh before he was ever a Golden Knight. Tuch broke out as 
a Golden Knight, though. He was one of the original “Golden Misfits” and 
a fan favorite in Vegas. Seeing him in Buffalo blue and gold is a bit odd 
for Vegas fans. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Vitek Vanecek: With apologies to Ilya Samsonov, it has be Vitek 
Vanecek, right? The Caps’ 2014 second-rounder was an underdog tale 
Caps fans embraced. After years of being skipped over, he grinded his 
way to D.C. But there would be no storybook ending here for the 26-year-
old, whose tenure was marked by injuries and inconsistency. In July, 
Vanecek was dealt to New Jersey, where he’s finally breaking through — 
currently 11-2-1 with a .918 save percentage and 2.24 goals-against 
average for an up-and-coming Devils team that has the most points in 
the NHL (39) and is 15 points clear of the Caps (24). In Vanecek’s only 
start against his former team, he stopped 37 of 38 shots for a 5-1 victory. 
He’s also been mentioned as a long-shot Vezina Trophy candidate. — 
Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Patrik Laine: His arrival was providence, the draft lottery bouncing just 
right to give Winnipeg its shot at a generational scoring talent. His 
ascendance was spectacular, with a 36-goal rookie season encored by 
44 goals as a sophomore on a Jets team that reached the Western 
Conference finals. He scored five against St. Louis, and he charmed Jets 
fans with a dry wit that ranged from bold and brash to irreverent and self-
deprecating. There is no one else like Laine and when he makes his 
second return to Winnipeg in a Blue Jackets uniform, it will remain a 
shock to see him on the visitors’ bench — no matter how good Pierre-Luc 
Dubois has been. — Murat Ates 

Finding Patrik Laine: @WPGMurat travelled to Tampere, Finland to 
discover the origin story of the NHL scoring sensation: 
https://t.co/WuzbHIkGYn 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) November 29, 2018 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.04.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' McDavid is made for Hockey Night. Against the 
Canadiens, he showed why 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

December 3, 2022, 11:53 PM 

 

EDMONTON — Like Pavarotti at the Met, or Mick Jagger at Wembley, a 
Saturday night versus the Montreal Canadiens is where you want to tell 
the grandkids you saw Connor McDavid play.  
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Because, in a marathon 82-game season that winds forgettably through 
some Tuesdays in Florida and Thursdays in Arizona, these are the 
games that McDavid most likes to play. 

“Oh yeah,” he ensures you, “they’re special.”  

“As an Ontario kid, I grew up watching the seven o'clock game. So it's 
fun to get the seven o'clock game,” he said after a spectacular, two-goal, 
four-point performance on Hockey Night in Canada. “Especially playing 
against those teams — whether it’s the Habs or the Leafs. It's a little bit 
like playing on the road sometimes. But it's emotion, and that’s what you 
want.”  

McDavid iced a 5-3 victory with a breakaway goal with 5:20 to play, a 
moment that has become as dependable in these parts as Alberta 
Premier Danielle Smith walking back some campaign promise.  

Back in the day, when Wayne Gretzky used to break in alone, you would 
watch to see if he scored. Today, when McDavid blazes down on a 
‘tendy, it’s not about “if” he’ll score. But rather, “how?” 

The end result has become a foregone conclusion, the process a hazy 
mix of blurry gloves and Ginsu knife puckhandling. On this night, Leon 
Draisaitl relieved Josh Anderson of a puck at the Canadiens’ offensive 
blue line, an action that sent McDavid into warp speed.  

Draisaitl calmly moved the puck north to his captain and then sat back 
and watched — like all of us — as the fastest feet in the NHL created 
oodles of space, and hockey’s best pair of hands went forehand-
backhand, backhand-forehand before roofing a shot under the bar and 
behind poor Montreal goalie Jake Allen.  

“Early in my career, it was something that was an area of weakness. 
Something that I needed to improve,” McDavid said of his breakaways. 
“As my career's gone on, I think I've gotten better and better. I’m just 
comfortable being in that spot, and I just keep it a little more simple.” 

Simple, yeah. Looks like anyone can do it, eh?  

Does he have a plan? Does a move come to him as he bears down on 
the goalie?  

Does he dream up the next deke while driving to the rink that afternoon? 
Does he have the great Mario Lemieux on speed dial?  

“Yeah, I wish I could take you through the process,” he smiled, “but it's a 
lot of instinct. It's a lot of kind of just feeling it. You're coming in on 
different angles all the time, just trying to make the goalie move.”  

McDavid extended his lead atop the NHL scoring race with his 47th point, 
while his 21 goals trail only Dallas’ Jason Robertson (22).  

This Oilers win was built on the power play, when Montreal defenceman 
Joel Edmundson took a five-minute major for cross-checking Zach 
Hyman in the head in the second period. Around that major, the Habs 
took two minors, and Edmonton buried a pair of five-on-three goals.  

Draisaitl closed with a four-point night (1-3-4) while Ryan Nugent-Hopkin 
scored his 11th, matching his goals output from the entire 2021-22 
season in just the 25th game of the season.  

The Oilers won for the fourth time in the past five games, and Stuart 
Skinner helped nail things down in the third period, as he positions 
himself as the team’s No. 1 ahead of struggling Jack Campbell.  

“I think that we're getting more and more confident as the games go on,” 
Skinner said. “Any (adversity) that gets pushed over our way, we’ve 
handled it pretty well. The last few games we've definitely had to dial it in 
and you can see that. I mean, winning four out of five is huge.”  

“I was proud of our of guys,” added head coach Jay Woodcroft. “I didn’t 
really like our first (period), there were parts of our second that I liked — 
we scored some important goals — but I thought our best, most mature 
and professional period was our third when we were able to lock them 
down.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.04.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mitch Marner's record-busting celebration muted by Maple 
Leafs' overtime woes 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 4, 2022, 12:36 AM 

 

TAMPA – They came to celebrate history already made and got to see 
some more created. 

On the eve Steven Stamkos was feted with a wedding table’s worth of 
wine and hockey sticks of gold for achieving what no other Tampa Bay 
Lightning had ever done (score 1,000 points), another Toronto-bred 
superstar carved his own space in a franchise record book. 

Fitting how it unfolded, too. 

Pressing on the kill during a penalty-filled affair against last spring’s 
playoff spoilers, Maple Leafs resident magician Mitchell Marner spotted a 
chance to cause havoc 4-on-5. 

A turnover deep in the Tampa end led to a pair of shorthanded chances, 
and, taking a pretty feed by David Kämpf in the slot, Marner sniped a 
puck past Andrei Vasilevskiy, extending his point streak to a place no 
other Leaf has gone: 19 games. 

“You could almost see him computing it in his mind before it happened, 
where he sensed that maybe their guy was in a little bit of trouble,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. 

“He felt he could put a little pressure there and create a turnover — and 
that’s exactly what happened. For him to get rewarded and secure the 
record, it was very good to see. He was excellent again tonight.” 

Indeed. 

In addition to the opener, Marner added a power-play goal in the third 
period to force overtime and salvage a point in Toronto’s 4-3 extra-frame 
loss. 

“I grew up in this city. I love being a part of this team nowadays. It’s 
special to me. It’s special growing up to watch this team play hockey and 
now to have my name in something — pretty amazing,” Marner said. “A 
lot of love to my guys for helping me achieve this accomplishment.” 

Defence begetting offence is a persistent theme of Marner’s remarkable 
run and this Maple Leafs campaign, in which they’ve gathered standings 
points in 11 straight games, often in tight, one-goal contests. 

“He's all over pucks offensively, defensively. Just the back pressure, 
picking guys’ pockets, and turning and going the other way — I think 
that's a pretty big thing you notice, especially when he's really 
rolling. Right now, he's really rolling,” Auston Matthews says. “He’s just 
been playing awesome.” 

“Happy for him,” adds Matt Murray. “Just his hockey sense – that’s what 
makes him such a threat all over the ice. He’s always in the right spots 
and jumps at the right times.” 

Keefe doesn’t believe it’s a coincidence that Marner was the one in the 
penalty box when Tampa’s deadly power play finally broke through in the 
third period. The PK simply isn’t as effective without him. 

A grand total of 15(!) minor penalties were whistled Saturday — “A lot of 
ticky-tack stuff, right?” Keefe said — jostling the momentum of an 
otherwise excellent rematch between two sides stuffed with game-
breakers and record-breakers. 
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“It was a weird night that way. It was hard to find any rhythm and flow,” 
John Tavares said. “We can’t just put it on the officials, but certainly in a 
competitive game like this, two good teams, there’s some tight [calls] 
there. That’s the way it goes. We just have to do a better job of being on 
the right side of that line.” 

The Maple Leafs must also do a better job being on the right side of 
overtime. 

They’ve now dropped six straight in the fourth period. 

“It’s important because it affects the standings, right? We have been 
talking about it, working on it. This is not one we’re going to overthink. 
We can give them the puck back, and we need a save there. Matt knows 
that. He played a great game, so we’ll let that one slide,” Keefe said. 

“He hasn’t let one in like that all season. That’s a tough one to end the 
night for him.” 

The celebrating, the controversy, the animosity, the frozen-clock finish, 
the elite skill on display at both ends… perhaps a segment of Maple 
Leafs fans fear a (likely) springtime rematch of Toronto-Tampa. But, boy, 
would it make for great theatre. And better sport. 

"There's a dynamic group up there between Mitch and Auston and Willie. 
And you can't sleep on Tavares. What a year he's having,” Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper said. 

“Fabulous players. I'm glad they're in our division, because you get to 
watch them a little bit more than normal. Not the most fun to play against. 
I love when you get matchups like this, because you have some of the 
best players of our generation here, and you get to watch them all on one 
sheet of ice. Plus, add in the playoff rivalry, and these are great games to 
be a part of.” 

Or, as Tavares puts it: “Just two good hockey teams goin’ at it.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Stamkos has no issue recalling his franchise-record 18-game point 
streak, set way back in 2009-10. 

“Oh, yeah. I remember it like it was yesterday because my sticks got 
stolen after the game at the Toronto airport by Toronto security — and 
then I didn’t get a point the next game. So, I remember that pretty, pretty 
clear,” he says, with a smile. 

Teammate Martin St. Louis' sticks were also snatched in transit. 

“I’m not sure that happens anymore, but it certainly happened in the 
past... especially at the (city airports) where they love hockey,” Stamkos 
laughed pre-game. “[Mitch Marner] better make sure his sticks are in his 
stall tonight.” 

Leafs veterans Mark Giordano and Wayne Simmonds hadn’t heard the 
story. 

“I’ve never been anywhere close to an 18-game point streak, so I 
wouldn’t have to worry about having my sticks stolen like that,” 
Simmonds said. 

“It’s pretty funny. I could see somebody doing that in Toronto.” 

• Perfect Leafs statistic heading into Saturday’s showdown, dug up by SN 
Stats. 

Marner, Matthews, Tavares, and Nylander have combined for 49 per cent 
of all team points this season. 

They take up 49 per cent of the team's salary cap. 

• Anthony Cirelli registered two primary assists and a plus-2 rating 
skating just 12:45 in his long-awaited season debut, following off-season 
shoulder surgery. 

"When work ethic is your No. 1 asset, regardless of not playing in a while, 
that's something you carry with you," Cooper said. "He is energy. 
Tenacious. 

“His body needed the rest. So, hopefully we get three more post-seasons 
like the one he delivered for us the last couple of years."  

• Healthy scratch Denis Malgin can’t catch a break these days… 

• The Maple Leafs are no longer wearing their commemorative Börje 
Salming shoulder patch. More than $250,000 has been raised for ALS 
Action Canada by the club through sales of the patch and the auction of 
sweaters worn in their first home game since the defenceman’s passing. 

We’re told the decision is due to precedent. The Leafs only wore their 
George Armstrong patch for a couple of games after his death in 2021 as 
well. 

Personally, I would’ve loved to see them wear the Salming badge for the 
remainder of the season. Great tribute to the King by Swedish Marlies 
goalie Erik Källgren, who had a new mask designed in Salming’s honour. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: Kyle Dubas’s goaltending risk is looking 
brilliant 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 3, 2022, 9:03 AM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Get well, Kris Letang. 

1. By a country mile, the most dramatic, debated and derided decision of 
Kyle Dubas’s off-season was his decision to scrap both halves of his 
goaltending tandem and gamble on two prove-it guys with checkered 
injury and performance histories. 

Well, 25 games deep, not only are Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov both 
simultaneously healthy, they’re humming at the top of their game. 

Samsonov’s perfect 6-0-0 home record to start the season ties him 
with Felix Potvin (1993-94) for the second-longest such run in Maple 
Leafs history, behind only Bruce Gamble (9-0, in 1967-68). 

Murray, who gets the nod in Saturday’s showcase revenge date in 
Tampa, has not lost in regulation since returning from his Week 1 
adductor injury. He’s making high-danger chances look routine and 
reminding the hockey world of his Stanley Cup pedigree. 

Yes, both men have spent their weeks on injured reserve, but when 
available, they’ve exceeded expectations and stuffed a sock in critics’ 
mouths. 

Combined, the duo is 12-3-1. 

Both rank among the NHL’s top six in save percentage. Murray is at .927. 
Samsonov is at .924. 

All the more impressive when you realize the NHL’s average save 
percentage has dipped to a 15-year low of .905. 

Maple Leafs’ team save percentage has leapt from 21st overall in 2021-
22 to fifth this season. 

Jack Campbell and Petr Mrazek, the goalies Murray and Samsonov 
replaced — at the expense of an own rental and a trade down during the 
2022 draft — have been disastrous in their new uniforms. 
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Campbell is a .872 with Edmonton and has lost his training-camp grasp 
of the No. 1 role. Mrazek has battled yet another October injury to the 
tune of .878 in Chicago. Those two are a combined 8-11-1. Shedding 
them was worth the cost. 

Score one for the “goaltending is voodoo” crowd. But also score one for 
Dubas and his odd-couple combination of Smilin’ Sammy and the Murr 
Dawg, both of whom are indeed proving it under a cranked-up heat lamp 
and behind a banged-up blue line. And making their GM look good in the 
process. 

For years, Toronto put all its eggs in one basket and relied on one goalie, 
Frederik Andersen, to carry all the physical and mental load. It was too 
much. 

As varied as their contracts, personalities and résumés are, Murray and 
Samsonov are in this together. 

“We want to have both guys involved. That’s the reality of the NHL, first 
of all. But in our situation specifically, both guys have played so well,” 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

With the luxury of two healthy, dependable goaltenders at their disposal, 
the Maple Leafs have mapped out a secret plan for sharing starts. 

“We won’t communicate that to anyone, including them, until we need to,” 
Keefe explained. “It’s important to take each day as they come and go 
from there.” 

Our December bet is a two-thirds split: Murray gets Saturdays and 
Tuesdays. Samsonov gets thirsty for Thursdays. 

Health willing, of course. 

2. One of the smoothest positional torch-passings in recent memory was 
Tampa Bay Lightning starting goalie Ben Bishop gradually transferring 
the net to incumbent Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Is there a parallel emerging in Central Florida with the No. 1 defenceman 
role? 

Mikhail Sergachev, 24, has taken over the top-unit power-play duties 
from top-pair partner Victor Hedman, 31, he of annual Norris Trophy 
debates. 

Sergachev has burst out the gates with 22 points, while Hedman has one 
goal and 10 points. 

Hedman (24:32) still has the edge on his young partner (23:59) in ice 
time, but that gap has narrowed significantly — by 2:04 — year over 
year. 

“Heddy’s our guy,” Tampa coach Jon Cooper reasserted on Real Kyper 
& Bourne Friday. 

We won’t deny that. Hedman is a blueline demigod. 

And yet? We are seeing the beginnings of a transfer of power and cannot 
deny it. 

3. Internal salary caps are as real a thing as the no-state-tax discount. 

Roope Hintz inked an eight-year extension at $8.45 million per season 
with the Dallas Stars this week. The deal helps GM Jim Nill dodge a 
potentially testy RFA arbitration case, buys seven speedy UFA seasons, 
and has Hintz settling in at an identical AAV as top defenceman Miro 
Heiskanen. 

A couple notes on the Hintz pact: 

• His raise will make early Hart Trophy-candidate Jason Robertson the 
club’s fourth-highest-paid forward and fifth-highest-paid player, starting 
with 2023-24. What a steal that kid is. 

• Nill was subjected to speculation over his job security not so long ago. 

But the veteran GM’s recent work — from the hiring of Peter DeBoer to 
his series of future-core extensions of prime-aged players — is coming 
up roses. 

No. 1 goalie Jake Oettinger, 23, is in the fold through 2025. 

No. 1 forward Robertson, 23, is on the books through 2026. 

No. 1 D-man Heiskanen, 23, is locked in through 2029. 

And now No. 1 centre Hintz, 26, is secure through 2031. 

By which time, surely the Stars will have another Stanley Cup Final 
appearance — and we’ll have flying cars. 

4. Jack Hughes was asked what he was aiming for Saturday, when he 
deposited the second of his hat-trick goals in the coin slot between 
Washington goalie Charlie Lindgren’s right ear and the near post. 

“Just the net, baby. Just the net,” Hughes said, smiling. “Simple game. 
Aim for the net.” 

Hughes later conceded that he’s worked on that sharp-angle snipe a 
bunch. 

Hughes is stirring buzz foremost with his on-ice performance (he leads 
the juggernaut Devils with 12 goals and 28 points) and, secondarily, with 
his breezy approach to hockey interviews. 

“He tiptoes that line (between) confident and cocky really well. If you 
know him, he's a great kid. He wants to do so well, and he knows he can 
do well,” said teammate Miles Wood. “So when he does bad, he's OK 
with moving forward and doing well for us. I know he wants to be that 
guy. He takes a lot of pride in being that guy for us. His skillset, I think, 
speaks for itself.” 

Coach Lindy Ruff said Hughes’s game has improved “everywhere.” Yes, 
his release has refined, his playmaking is more precise, but Hughes’s 
commitment to being on the defensive side of the puck has seen the 
greatest leap, according to Ruff. 

Hughes was a career minus-45 skater heading into this season. He’s a 
plus-10 in 2022-23. 

The budding superstar is striking that balance between playing a style 
coaches trust and one that ignites fans. 

“Whenever we're playing a team that's man-on-man defence, I think 
between him and (Jesper) Bratt, they’re probably licking their chops to 
take guys one-on-one. Me, not so much,” Wood said. 

“You see the way they pick up pucks off the walls and turn around 
corners. Very few guys play like that.” 

5. Is it me, or did the hockey world not kick up enough ruckus over Alex 
Ovechkin busting Wayne Gretzky’s NHL record for all-time road goals? 

Ovechkin has also passed Gordie Howe for most goals for a single 
franchise in league history and tied Jaromir Jagr for most game-opening 
strikes. He could join the über-exclusive 800 Club by Christmas. 

Are we simply taking his age-defying feats for granted? Or is his home 
nation’s invasion of Ukraine casting a shadow over the coverage of 
Ovechkin’s astronomical athletic feats? 

6. In the name of old-fashioned entertainment and Rock ’Em Sock 
’Em hockey, I’m fine with Jordan Binnington trying to lay this hit. 

But if a skater can get penalized for checking an out-of-crease 
goaltender, why is the goalie allowed free reign? 

7. The Vancouver Canucks have retired the numbers of three franchise 
icons — Stan Smyl, Markus Naslund and Trevor Linden — who are not in 
the Hockey Hall of Fame. 

Roberto Luongo is in the Hall, right alongside Daniel and Henrik Sedin, 
whose numbers also hang from the Rogers Arena rafters. 
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Yet Luongo’s No. 1 (previously worn by Canucks goalie Kirk McLean) will 
not be retired. Instead, the club announced, it will celebrate Luongo by 
inducting him into the Ring of Honour. 

Feels wrong that the franchise leader in wins and shutouts, a heart-and-
soul Canuck who gave his best years to the organization, gets slapped 
with a lower-tier acknowledgement. 

Luongo already has his number retired in Florida, with whom he 
registered fewer starts, fewer wins. But not Vancouver, where he played 
his best and most important hockey. 

The lovable legend has taken the high road, naturally, but he deserves 
better. 

If his contributions aren’t great enough, maybe Vancouver never hangs a 
rafter for a goalie. 

8. Pat Maroon’s response to Jack Edwards’s “uncalled for” commentary 
(Maroon’s phrase) is at once helpful and savage. 

“I wasn’t even on the ice, and I don't understand why he said it. I'm a 
bigger guy. I know that. There’s times we joke around the locker room; 
guys chirp me on the ice. But when someone's announcing the game and 
doing something like that in front of millions of fans and millions of 
listeners and just pretty much you put me down to the lowest, it’s never 
fun to hear that,” Maroon told reporters. 

“I’m a professional athlete, I can take some stuff. I’m a funny guy. You 
can joke with me all you want. But that was very unnecessary.” 

9. Los Angeles Kings coach Todd MacLellan was asked by a local 
reporter if Cal Petersen’s demotion to the farm — in Year 1 of a 
backloaded three-year, $15-million contract — can send a message to 
the rest of the team? 

“It damn well should. Because we share in that transaction. All of us do,” 
the coach responded. 

It should also send a message to other well-compensated goalies who 
are vastly underperforming. 

Petersen is one of 10(!) netminders with at least eight appearances and a 
sub-.890 save percentage. 

The others: Elvis Merzlinkins, Jack Campbell, Sergei Bobrovsky, Petr 
Mrazek, Alex Nedeljkovic, Thatcher Demko, Kaapo Kahkonen, Eric 
Comrie and Petersen’s tandem mate, Jonathan Quick. 

Yikes, that’s a long list. 

10. Mitch Marner can extend his point streak to 19 games Saturday in 
Tampa, jumping ahead of Darryl Sittler and Eddie Olcyzk for sole 
possession of the franchise record. Both Sittler and Olcyzk blew up 
Marner’s phone with congratulatory postgame text messages. 

“Stay f----- hot!” piped goalie Ilya Samsonov, who guaranteed before 
puck drop Wednesday that Marner would tie the record. 

“I know. I know. I look into the future,” Samsonov smiled, post-win. 

How long can Marner keep this thing buzzing? 

“We’ll see. Almost 50, yeah. I believe so.” 

For those scoring at home, the NHL’s longest point streak belongs to 
Wayne Gretzky, who scored 61 goals and 153 points during his 51-
gamer in 1983-84. Silly. 

The longest in the cap era and by an active player is owned by Marner 
comparable Patrick Kane (40 points over 26 straight games in 2015-16). 

11. Although it’s too early to dive deep into debate over individual 
trophies, I did find the exercise of participating in Greg Wyshynski’s NHL 
Awards Watch voter survey — and the results — interesting. 

With the caveat that I am fully prepared to switch my picks as the games 
roll on, here are my Dec. 1 choices. 

Hart Trophy: Jason Robertson (by a nose over Connor McDavid) 

Norris Trophy: Erik Karlsson (Cale Makar is just warming up) 

Calder Trophy: Logan Thompson (getting hunted by division rival Matty 
Beniers) 

Selke Trophy: Nico Hischier (perhaps taking Patrice Bergeron’s 
dominance for granted) 

Vezina Trophy: Ilya Sorokin (he’s doing it with less run support than 
Linus Ullmark) 

Jack Adams: Jim Montgomery (sorry, Lindy) 

12. Shout out to Wayne Simmonds. 

To help Isaiah Meyer-Crothers, the young man bullied by Mitchell Miller, 
celebrate his 21st birthday, Simmonds met up with Meyer-Crothers and 
spent time with him while the Maple Leafs spent a couple nights in 
Detroit this week. 

Simmonds wishes to let his actions do the talking and declined to 
elaborate on the gesture. 

“There’s no need to. Just something that needed to be done. Just 
needed to hang out with him, you know? That’s about it. Nothing major,” 
Simmonds said. 

Class act. 

“Tremendous. It shows the type of person he is. Just the importance of 
the influence he can have on somebody, especially somebody who’s 
been through something extremely difficult that no one should ever have 
to go through,” John Tavares said. 

“These are conversations we’ve had on that side of that game that we’re 
trying to improve, trying to change. He’s been very influential in that and 
tremendous here with us in setting a great example that way, helping us 
learn and understand and evolve things to get to a better place. 

“It speaks volumes of him.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.04.2022 

1261500 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Jon Cooper talks Maple Leafs ghosts, 'unlucky' Kerfoot, 
epic playoff series 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 3, 2022, 1:28 PM 

 

TAMPA -- The last time the Toronto Maple Leafs skated on this ice, sat in 
this visitors’ room and walked these corridors, they were one goal 
away from busting their ghosts. 

And while head coach Sheldon Keefe is framing his club’s return to 
Tampa as “just another regular-season game,” his opponent, Jon 
Cooper, is happy to reminisce over what was at the most entertaining 
and anguishing first-round duel of the 2022 playoffs. 

To the victor goes the luxury of reliving the battle. 

On Saturday morning, Cooper held court with a few reporters to discuss 
the emotions of that seven-game epic and what he sees in this new 
edition of the Maple Leafs. 

Here are Coach Cooper’s words, edited lightly for clarity and brevity. 

“I do remember the feeling after Game 7. Just that relief or exuberance. 
There were so many emotions standing on the ice after we’d won. I do 
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remember not feeling so good when Brayden Point went down (with a leg 
injury in Game 7). So, that wasn't great. I remember not feeling so great 
after the 5-0 shellacking in Game 1. I do remember feeling great 
about Nick Paul's performance in Game 7. There are a lot of things I 
remember about that series. 

“At the end of that series, I just remember there were two good hockey 
teams that went at it. And if you played seven more games, it probably 
would’ve gone seven more. It was that close. So, I'm just glad we were 
on top.” 

The Maple Leafs held a 3-2 lead in the series and in Game 6 heading 
into the third period here at Amalie Arena. They had the defending 
champs on the ropes ... 

“I remember everything after that. I remember the moment in the locker 
room (during the second intermission), because that was a huge 
momentum swing. I remember coming back in, we had nothing going on 
in the third — and then the two high-sticks. And we can debate them all 
you want. It was really unlucky for (Alexander) Kerfoot, what happened. 
And Kuch (Nikita Kucherov) gets that power-play goal to tie it. Now it's 
anybody's game. 

“(Andrei) Vasilevskiy put on quite a performance in overtime to give us 
that chance, and then we're fortunate to score. So, that was a total team 
effort. We somehow found a way. Special teams got us a goal, our 
goaltender pushed us and then we got the big one.” 

Tampa went on to sweep the Panthers in Round 2, rallied to oust the 
Rangers in the conference final, then gave the Avalanche a real test in 
the Stanley Cup final ... 

“It's weird about those first-round series. You kinda snatch victory out of 
the jaws of defeat, but then it propels you. You kind of get a swag about 
you to move on in Rounds 2, 3, and we almost did it in Round 4. But that 
was a big part of how well the Leafs challenged us.” 

Is it as simple as saying the Lightning’s postseason experience was the 
difference versus Toronto? 

“Experience? It’s an easy scapegoat. In 2015, we had zero experience 
and made it all the way to the final. But then I truly believe we lost 
because of lack of experience. We got out-pro’d by the Chicago 
Blackhawks, a veteran team. 

“Can I say in our run, experience helped? Probably. But it's a game of 
breaks, like I said. For the Leafs to maybe not take those penalties, was 
that experience? I don't know. I think it was a little bit of some unfortunate 
circumstances that just happened. Experience comes down to: Did 
somebody turn the puck over in the bad part of the ice? Did panic set in 
at certain points? And I don't think, in Game 7, you can sit here and say 
there was panic. It was a 2-1 tight game. Both teams had their chances. 
Just more went in for us than them. 

“As we all know, the Leafs are fighting some ghosts of hockey past, not 
being able to get out of the first round. But, eventually, that is going to 
end. And I wouldn't say lack of experience was something that hurt them. 
But maybe it helped us. There's no doubt.” 

Is Cooper seeing a more defensively committed Maple Leafs group this 
season? 

“I wouldn't say their defensive numbers were porous in years past. That's 
always been a strength, I think. There's probably a little urgency there on 
the team with the injuries they've had on the back end. I can remember 
last year we played the Kings, and we could only dress four defencemen. 
Our defensive game kicked right in. A little bit of that is urgency, and that 
may be a little bit of the case with the Leafs. 

“But I've always considered the Leafs a really well-structured team, and it 
looks like this year — regardless of whom they plug in there, whether it's 
the goalie or the defencemen — they're defending well. You’re not seeing 
any 9-8 games. And I'm sure the coach is happy about that. Maybe not 
all the players. But a defensive mindset. What great foundation to have if 
you're going to make some run in the playoffs.” 
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TSN.CA / Will Cirelli's return help Bolts snap Marner's streak? 

 

Mark Masters 

10–12 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Toronto Maple 
Leafs as they prepare to face the Tampa Lightning on Saturday night. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning hope Anthony Cirelli will help them cool 
off Mitch Marner on Saturday night. The Leafs winger is riding an 18 
game point streak.  

"Hopefully, Tony will take care of that," defenceman Victor Hedman said 
with a grin. "It means the world to us to get him back. He plays 
against top lines and not just defends well, but also can score. He's the 
full 200-foot player, who works his tail off every single game." 

The 25-year-old shutdown centre has been sidelined since 
undergoing shoulder surgery in July. 

"Listen, Tony's obviously a huge part of our team, but you have to 
manage the expectations," said captain Steven Stamkos. "He hasn't 
played in a really long time. From someone who knows long layoffs, it 
takes you a while to get adjusted. Sometimes the first game is great, 
because the adrenaline is pumping. It's the next couple that are tough." 

    Cirelli leads the stretch pic.twitter.com/amzKTOtcNP 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) December 3, 2022 

Jon Cooper expects timing may be an issue, but still expects Cirelli to 
make an impact.  

"When work ethic is your No. 1 asset, regardless of not playing in a while, 
that's something you carry with you," the Lightning coach said. "He is 
energy, tenacious, like, all those things that maybe aren't necessarily 
your hand skills."  

Cirelli skated between Ross Colton and Vladislav Namestnikov on 
Saturday. Corey Perry, who will dress in regular season game No. 
1,200, moved down to the fourth line.  

"It just slots everybody in differently for them," said Leafs coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "It gives them another reliable centre so it changes things quite a 
bit. I'm sure they're happy to have him back." 

Cirelli finished fifth in Selke Trophy voting last season.  

With a point in Tampa, Marner will establish a new franchise 
record streak.  

"I don't see an ending for it with how good he's playing right now," 
Leafs defenceman Rasmus Sandin said. "We all hope he's going to get 
it."  

Marner has been a big help to Toronto's injury-ravaged defence when it 
comes to breaking the puck out. Sandin banked a pass to Marner, who 
was skating up ice with speed through the neutral zone, during Monday's 
game in Detroit. Marner actually used his arm to gesture where he 
wanted the 22-year-old to place the puck. 

"He's just a creative player and a smart player," said Sandin. "We were 
talking about their D being pretty aggressive and pretty tight on our 
forwards so just tried to make that play and obviously helps when he's 
pointing where he wants you to put the puck." 
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    I loved this from Marner and Sandin. Marner dumps the puck to 
Sandin and lets him know that he's going for the home run play. Sandin 
obliges, Leafs get a scoring chance. pic.twitter.com/8rkAzMcTZA 

    — Cam Charron (@camcharronyvr) November 30, 2022 

All over the ice Marner is making plays – big and small – to help the 
Leafs string together wins.  

"He's been phenomenal," said gritty winger Wayne Simmonds. "He's 
driving this team right now and not only offensively, but every other part 
of his game has been unbelievable too." 

Asked about Marner, who leads the Leafs with 29 points, Cooper is quick 
to point out Auston Matthews is right behind with 27 points. John Tavares 
has 26 points and William Nylander has 25.  

"There's a dynamic group up there between Mitch and Auston and Willie, 
and you can't sleep on Tavares," Cooper said. "What a year he's having. 
Fabulous players. I'm glad they're in our division because you get to 
watch them a little bit more than normal. Not the most fun to play against. 
I love when you get match-ups like this because you have some of the 
best players of all our generations here and you get to watch them all on 
one sheet of ice. Plus, add in the playoff rivalry, and these are great 
games to be a part of." 

Stamkos owns the Lightning franchise record for longest point streak. He 
went 18 straight with a point during the 2009-10 season.  

"I remember it like it was yesterday because my sticks got stolen after the 
game at the Toronto airport by Toronto security and I didn't get a point 
the next game," the Markham, Ont. native said with a smile. "I remember 
that pretty clear. Yeah, Marty St. Louis' and I's sticks went missing after 
the flight. We went to Washington the next game and we were both on 
really good streaks and there were a few [sticks] I had left in the bag but 
not the ones that I was playing with. I'm not sure that happens anymore, 
but it certainly had happened in the past depending on which airports you 
go to, especially the ones where they love hockey." 

"It's pretty funny," Simmonds said. "I could see someone doing that in 
Toronto." 

As for Marner?  

"He better make sure his sticks are in his stall tonight," Stamkos quipped. 
"So tough to be that consistent in this league ... An elite player in this 
league and we're going to have our hands full."  

Stamkos, who produced his 1,000th career point on Thursday, will be 
honoured in a pre-game ceremony.  

"It will be special," the 32-year-old said. "Kind of funny how the last 
couple milestones have worked out. Passing Marty [on the all-time 
franchise points list] was against Toronto, this one is a little ceremony 
before [a game against] Toronto. It just means a lot more friends will be 
watching the game because they watch the Leafs instead of us so they'll 
get to see it." 

Stamkos actually picked up his first career point in Toronto way back on 
Oct. 28, 2008.  

"You couldn't have written a better script," said Hedman, "against his 
hometown team and on home ice, it's going to be an unbelievable night."  

Stamkos will have his parents in the house along with many, many 
others.  

"Too many to count," he said. "A lot of ticket requests today." 

Stamkos is the only player in Lightning history to reach the four-digit 
club.  

"It is important to me that I've done it with one franchise. 'Loyal' is a big 
word I use," he said. "I have seen some really tough times, but to be able 
to achieve your ultimate dream and sticking it out through some of those 
tough times, to me, it's all worth it." 

Stamkos leads the Lightning with 13 goals in 23 games this season.  

"The shot is very dangerous," said Keefe. "The shot usually comes at the 
end of sequences. He probably doesn't get enough credit for how 
competitive he is and how physical he is and all those types of 
things. He's, over the last number of years, really become a very 
complete player in terms of what he does off the puck and his 
competitiveness ... He seems to have really found another level to his 
game the last couple seasons." 

Stamkos has scored 22 goals in 45 regular season games against 
Toronto. 

The Leafs are playing in Tampa for the first time since the Game 6 
overtime heartbreaker in May. Tavares scored twice late in the second 
period as Toronto grabbed a 3-2 lead. The Leafs were 12 minutes 
away from advancing when they ran into penalty trouble. 

"We had nothing going on in the third and then the two high sticks," 
Cooper recalled. "We can debate them all you want." 

David Kampf and Alex Kerfoot both got whistled, which gave the 
Lightning an extended 5-on-3 advantage and opened the door for Nikita 
Kucherov to score the tying goal. Brayden Point scored late in the first 
overtime period to send the series back to Toronto.  

"It was really unlucky for Kerfoot what happened and Kuch gets the goal 
to tie it," Cooper said. "Now, it's anyone's game. [Andrei] Vasilevskiy put 
on quite a performance in overtime to give us that chance and we were 
fortunate to score. We somehow found a way." 

Was it Tampa's experience that got them through? Cooper insists it's 
more complicated than that.   

"It's a game of breaks," the coach stressed. "For the Leafs to maybe not 
take those penalties, was that experience? I don't know. I think it was a 
little bit of probably some unfortunate circumstances that just happened. 
Experience comes down to, did someone turn over the puck in the bad 
part of the ice? Did panic set in at certain points? I don't think in Game 7 
you can sit here and say there was panic. It was a 2-1 tight game." 

The Lightning won it and went all the way back to the Stanley Cup final. 
This Leafs core, meanwhile, was forced to contemplate a sixth straight 
early exit.  

"As we all know, the Leafs are fighting some ghosts of hockey past," 
Cooper said. "Eventually that is going to end. I wouldn't say a lack of 
experience was something that hurt them. Maybe it helped us ... In 2015, 
we had zero experience and made it all the way to the final, but then I 
truly believe we lost because of a lack of experience. We got out pro'd by 
the Chicago Blackhawks, a veteran team." 

Cooper was happy to entertain a series of questions about the seven-
game slugfest with the Leafs last May.  

"I do remember the feeling after Game 7. Just that relief or exuberance. 
Like, there were so many emotions standing on the ice after we'd won. I 
do remember not feeling so good when Brayden Point went down [in 
Game 7]. I remember not feeling so great after the 5-0 shellacking in 
Game 1. I do remember feeling great about Nick Paul's [two-
goal] performance in Game 7. There's a lot of things I reminder about 
that series. At the end of that series, I just remember it was two good 
hockey teams that went at it and if you played seven more games, it 
probably would have went seven more. It was that close. I'm just glad 
we're on top." 

Down the hall, Keefe wasn't having any flashbacks.  

"It's a new season," the Leafs coach said. "It's a new team. It's just 
another regular-season game. I don't think that sort of stuff goes from 
one season to the next … The playoffs haven't been on my mind." 

Projected Leafs lineup for Saturday's game:  

Bunting - Matthews - Nylander  
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Robertson - Tavares - Marner  

Kerfoot - Kampf - Engvall  

Aston-Reese - Holmberg - Simmonds  

Giordano - Holl  

Sandin - Liljegren  

Mete - Hollowell 

Murray starts  

Lines at Saturday's Lightning skate:  

Hagel - Point - Kucherov 

Stamkos - Paul - Killorn 

Namestnikov - Cirelli - Colton 

Maroon - Bellemare - Perry 

Hedman - Sergachev 

Cole - Cernak 

Bogosian - Perbix 

Foote  

Vasilevskiy starts  
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