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Weekend NHL rankings: Penguins, Brock Boeser and 5 realities I’m not buying yet 
By Sean McIndoe 

I’m pretty good at denial. Those extra pounds I’ve recently 
added are probably muscle mass from that time I went to the 
gym in October, and the thinning hair on the back of my head 
is just because I’m sleeping on my pillow wrong. What can I 
tell you, I’m a Leafs fan, and refusal to face reality is kind of a 
must-have life skill. 

So it shouldn’t surprise you to know that there are a handful 
of stories unfolding around the league that I’m not quite 
buying … yet. In some cases, I’m close, maybe even a week 
or so away. In others, I’m staying stubborn. Remember, I 
spent all of last year completely convinced that the Golden 
Knights couldn’t miss the playoffs. Then again, I also wasn’t 
sold on the Ducks leading the Pacific into January. 
Sometimes, it’s better not to get out over your skis. 

For this week’s bonus top five, let’s run down five stories that 
I’m not sold on quite yet, ranked based on how strong the 
evidence proves that I’m wrong. 

Top five first-half realities I haven’t accepted yet 

5. Montreal as a middle-of-the-pack team — They won’t 
finish dead last for a second straight year, and Martin St. 
Louis deserves a ton of credit for leading them to a 
respectable 12-11-1 start. I’m just not sure how long it can 
continue. I agree with Arpon that the focus is on 
development over wins and losses, and that means that this 
season is already shaping up as a success. But it feels like 
the big comedown is right around the corner. 

4. The Panthers as a non-factor — This one’s a bit weird 
because I wasn’t a fan of their offseason coaching change 
from Andrew Brunette to Paul Maurice, so in that sense 
maybe I should be taking a premature victory lap. And no, 
they’re obviously not going to have another 120-point 
season, because you need absolutely everything to go right 
for that to happen. But a middle-of-the-road team that 
struggles to make the playoffs, looking to fend off teams like 
the Red Wings and Habs? No way. There’s too much talent 
here, and as they move toward the Spencer Knight era in 
goal, I think they start looking scary again. 

3. The Central Division as a three- or four-team race — The 
standings say that the Jets and Stars are both better than the 
Avalanche, and the Wild are in the mix too. My rankings say 
otherwise, and have all year. Yes, the Jets looked dangerous 
in beating up the Ducks, and the Stars at least got a point out 
of an inspired comeback against Minnesota. If you’re a 
Winnipeg or Dallas fan, you could reasonably ask when you 
get to move ahead of Colorado in the top five. The answer: 
Not yet, because the Avs are still the Cup champs, and 
they’ve earned some early-season benefit of the doubt. For 
what it’s worth, the oddsmakers still agree with me, so if 
you’re going to yell at me make sure you find them too. 

2. The Rangers missing the playoffs — I get that it’s bad, we 
covered that last week, and since then we saw them blow a 
late lead to lose to Ottawa and then get thumped by the 
Hawks. This is a team that, in the words of their captain, 
needs to “wake the f— up.” I just don’t buy that they won’t, 
and that it won’t happen in time to still salvage a playoff spot 
in a Metro that’s not exactly slamming the door on them. 

1. The Kraken being this good — You know what, this one 
probably needs its own column someday soon. Stay tuned, 
Seattle fans. 

Off to this week’s rankings, and out of all the things I do 
know for sure, or at least think I know, or maybe might. 
Honestly, these are probably wrong too, but I’ll deny it. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley 
Cup. 

If you’re lucky enough to root for one of the good teams, be 
sure to check out Dom’s awards watch piece. It’s your 
chance to celebrate your team’s best players and/or be 
furious that they’re not all ranked at the top of the list for 
every award. 

5. Carolina Hurricanes (14-6-5, +3 true goals differential*) — 
Four straight wins are enough to get them back into the top 
five, holding off a Maple Leafs team that will have a case if 
they ever figure out how to win an overtime game. The 
Hurricanes have only won five of their last 10, but they also 
have points in nine of their last 10, because this is the NHL 
and you get points for trying hard and having fun. They’re still 
on the road for the next three, including a chance to pick on 
the woeful Ducks tomorrow. 

4. New Jersey Devils (20-4-1, +36) — They lost again this 
week, which is always newsworthy with this team, although 
they still got a point in that one. The Hawks are up next, and 
then an interesting matchup with an Islanders team they 
haven’t faced since early in the season, before either team 
emerged as a Metro contender. 

Also, Devils fans: I owe you an apology. I’m sorry I didn’t list 
John Marino as a successful offseason move in last week’s 
column. Please stop pelting me with beer cans when I go out 
in public. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (18-7-1, +22) — They’d been 
wobbling before beating the Red Wings on Saturday, with 
just one win in four games (and that one was a shootout, so 
it barely counts). How high you rank them might depend on 
whether you think they’re locked in at the top of the Pacific, 
or if you’re starting to worry about the Kraken. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (13-8-1, +12) — I’m still clinging to 
them, although they’re not making it easy. They lost to the 
Bruins this week, which everyone does so who cares. But 
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they also lost to the Jets, who remain ahead of them in the 
Central standings. They’ve got a rematch with Boston 
coming later this week. 

1. Boston Bruins (19-3-0, +39) — The week served up three 
of the league’s best teams in Carolina, Tampa and Colorado. 
The result: Three Bruins wins, continuing a start that’s gone 
from great to historically great. The tough stretch of their 
schedule continues, with the Knights and that Avs rematch 
up next. We’ll see if the Bruins can bank four of four points, 
or if they completely collapse and have to settle for three. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — If you followed this 
column last year, you might remember the running joke 
about how I couldn’t figure out the Penguins. I went into the 
season thinking they might be Cup contenders, but also 
seeing a possibility that their window would be slammed shut 
and they would plunge into long-term hopelessness. I 
bounced back and forth all year, never feeling confident 
enough to plant my flag. In the end, neither scenario really 
played out and the Penguins were fine, they made the 
playoffs with just over 100 points, and then lost a close 
series in the first round. 

Are they any easier to figure out this year? 

I’m not doing the schtick again, because I don’t recycle bits. 
(Please ignore all the times that I totally do that.) But the 
Penguins remain a tough team to figure out. They signaled 
that to us right away, in the first week of the season, when 
they beat the Lightning and lost to the Habs in a span of 48 
hours. Go back even further into the offseason, and they 
looked like a team that wanted a fresh start but couldn’t quite 
bring themselves to do it, with Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang 
both headed to new homes in free agency until they 
suddenly weren’t. They’ve been in my top five, back in week 
two when they were 4-1-0. They lost seven straight 
immediately after. They’ve also had a five-game winning 
streak. They’ve beaten the Leafs and the Knights and have 
lost to the Sabres and Canucks, and spent Saturday 
stomping the Blues, which may be the only team that’s as 
hard to figure out. Sometimes it looks like Mike Sullivan is 
the best coach in the league, and sometimes they look like 
his players are trying to get him fired. 

Does anyone want to take a crack at explaining this? 

It’s possible that it’s not as complicated as I’m making it out 
to be. You could certainly make the case that the Penguins 
are just a talented but old team, one that’s in a race against 
diminishing returns but could still make the playoffs and be at 
least a reasonable threat when they got there. You could say 
that they need Sidney Crosby to still be elite, and he has 
been, and that they need at least a few of his older running 
mates like Malkin and Jeff Carter to be right there with him, 
and that hasn’t really happened so far. You could say that 
like most teams, a lot of it just rides on good goaltending, 
and that Tristan Jarry was bad during the losing streak but 
great before and after. Maybe that’s just it: Mediocre team 
wins when the goalie is hot, loses when he’s cold, and we’ll 
find out if that ends up being enough in a top-heavy East. 

The big news this week wasn’t about wins and losses, but 
the health of Kris Letang. The veteran defenseman suffered 
a stroke on Monday, and while the situation isn’t considered 
career-threatening at this point, the team says he’s out 
indefinitely. It’s obviously a scary situation, and here’s hoping 
he takes as much time as needed to get the best care he can 
before returning. 

If and when that happens, it’s hard to say what kind of 
Penguins team he’ll be coming back to. They might be safely 
holding down a playoff spot and they might be sniffing 
around the lottery. Pretty much the only sure thing is that I’ll 
be the last to figure it out. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward dead last, and the 
best lottery odds for Connor Bedard. 

Look, I’m not saying that Jordan Binnington’s tough guy 
routine is out of control, but when Craig Berube thinks you’re 
spending too much time punching dudes, it’s possible that 
you’re spending too much time punching dudes. 

In Binnington’s defense, he does seem to know how to 
skate, which is more than we can say for certain other Blues 
goalies. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets (8-13-2, -25) — Their win over the 
Jets was impressive. but last night’s loss to the Wings 
dropped them back under .400 and earns them this spot over 
the Flyers. I’d ask whether that could continue, but I wouldn’t 
want to be accused of asking dumb questions. 

In other news, Aaron reports that the concussion suffered by 
Jakub Voracek a month ago could be career-ending. 

4. San Jose Sharks (8-16-4, -19) — I had a few Sharks fans 
take issue with my decision to drop them out of the bottom 
five last week. That’s probably fair — no team has lost more 
games than the Sharks, and this week that includes dropping 
one to the Senators. Their next four bring the Sabres, 
Canucks, Ducks and Coyotes, so it’s a chance to either bank 
some points or really solidify their lottery odds. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (7-13-4, -25) — They snapped their 
eight-game losing streak on Saturday, then immediately lost 
to the Islanders last night. They’ve got the Devils tomorrow, 
so good luck with that. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (7-11-4, -17) — They’ve lost four straight 
and eight of their last nine. The only win was a shutout over 
the top-five Hurricanes, because this is the NHL and nothing 
makes sense. 

1. Anaheim Ducks (6-17-3, -46) — If you missed it last week, 
Eric has a good look at a question you may have been 
wondering about: With the Ducks holding down dead last 
and getting lit up almost every night, why isn’t Pat Verbeek 
making a coaching change? The short answer is that the 
focus is on developing young players, and Verbeek is happy 
with the work Dallas Eakins and his staff have done there. A 
cynic might point to other reasons, but it sounds like Eakins 
should be safe as long as all the losing doesn’t start 
weighing down the young core. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — We had some capital-D 
Drama in Vancouver over the weekend, all of it centered on 
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Brock Boeser. The former 29-goal man has struggled to find 
the net this year, and it all seemed to come to a head on 
Saturday morning when he was skating with the healthy 
scratches. Coach Bruce Boudreau confirmed the move, 
calling it tough love, and Elliotte Friedman upped the ante by 
reporting that the Canucks had granted Boeser permission to 
explore a trade. Having it all play out on Hockey Fights 
Cancer day only added to the unease, as Boeser had lost his 
dad to cancer earlier this year. 

But then! A late-breaking injury to Dakota Joshua opened a 
spot in the lineup, and Boeser was playing after all. Late in 

the game and trailing by one, the hockey gods knew what 
had to come next: 

The Canucks ended up winning that one in overtime on Bo 
Horvat’s 19th of the season, as the Vancouver captain 
continues a career year that’s going to make him a lot of 
money as he heads toward UFA status. Losing to the 
Coyotes might have put the Canucks back on our bottom-five 
radar, but instead they stay off the list for the second straight 
week. Progress! 

As for the Boeser story, Drance has a deeper look at what 
this all might mean for all involved going forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ducks bring losing streak into game against the Hurricanes 
By The Associated Press 

Carolina Hurricanes (14-6-5, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Anaheim Ducks (6-17-3, eighth in the Pacific 
Division) 

Anaheim, California; Tuesday, 10 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Anaheim Ducks take on the Carolina 
Hurricanes as losers of six in a row. 

Anaheim is 6-17-3 overall and 4-6-0 at home. The Ducks are 
first in league play serving 12.7 penalty minutes per game. 

Carolina has gone 9-3-4 on the road and 14-6-5 overall. The 
Hurricanes have a 7-1-0 record in games they score at least 
one power-play goal. 

Tuesday’s game is the third time these teams match up this 
season. The Hurricanes won 5-2 in the previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Troy Terry has 11 goals and 15 
assists for the Ducks. Cam Fowler has scored three goals 
with seven assists over the past 10 games. 

Andrei Svechnikov has 15 goals and 10 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Martin Necas has scored five goals and added 
four assists over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Ducks: 1-7-2, averaging two goals, 3.4 
assists, 4.1 penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.9 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 5-1-4, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.1 assists, 3.6 
penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Ducks: Maxime Comtois: out (lower-body), Jamie 
Drysdale: out (shoulder), John Klingberg: out (lower-body), 
John Moore: out (undisclosed), Isac Lundestrom: out (finger), 
Derek Grant: day to day (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Max Pacioretty: out (achilles). 
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About Last Night: Hurricanes’ Stars Align in the City of Angels 
The Hurricanes secured their fourth straight win last night in 
Los Angeles, led again by their trio of stars. 

By Brett Finger  

The stars aligned again for the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Saturday night as the team rode a strong opening 40 
minutes to their fourth consecutive win and third in a row on 
the six-game road trip. 

Their victory formula didn’t change much from recent games. 
It was another stellar night for Carolina’s offensive leaders in 
front of a 31-save effort from their young starting goalie. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

40 Strong 

The Hurricanes did a great job controlling the pace of play 
through the opening 40 minutes, and their ability to do so 
was the deciding factor in the game. 

The scoring started at the four-minute mark of the opening 
period off of some great defensive-zone work from the 
Carolina third line. 

Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast combined to win a board battle 
in their own end, pushed the puck up to Jordan Martinook, 
and the red-hot veteran winger set up Brady Skjei for a 
gorgeous move and finish on Jonathan Quick. 

Martinook secured his fourth point in two games with the 
primary assist, following his hat trick against the St. Louis 
Blues on Thursday. 

The Hurricanes rendered just six shots against in the 
opening period, and their fast start was supported by a great 
finish after the Kings started to get into penalty trouble. 

40 seconds into a late first-period Carolina power play, Los 
Angeles’ Adrian Kempe tripped Martin Necas. That created a 
delayed penalty sequence and a brief 6-on-4 that the 
Hurricanes’ leading point producer took full advantage of. 

Necas rifled a perfect shot from the top of the right circle that 
beat Quick through a great screen from Stefan Noesen. 
Necas’ 12th of the year extended his point streak to four 
games. 

The Hurricanes opened the second period with another great 
chance. Calvin de Haan slid a perfect pass to the stick of 
Sebastian Aho along the goal line, but it was a rare blunder 
from Aho that kept the game at 2-0 for a brief moment. Then, 
Aho got another bid at the net that Quick made a 
phenomenal diving save on. 

Those two near misses from Aho likely only added some 
satisfaction to his eventual tally late in the middle frame. 

Aho stole the puck from a Kings forward in the Carolina 
zone, fed the puck to Seth Jarvis, and the first line pushed 
the puck through the neutral zone. Necas threaded a 
centering feed to a charging Aho, who corralled it and 
knocked the puck into the net to make it a 3-0 game. 

The primary assist marked Necas’ eighth multi-point game of 
the season, and it put the Hurricanes in an optimal position 
with a three-goal lead entering the third period. 

Figuring it Out in the Final 20 

The third period was the home team’s best. They put 
pressure on the Carolina defense and Pyotr Kochetkov, who 
made some big saves all night but finally got bested on the 
Kings’ second man advantage of the period. 

Arthur Kalyiez kicked off the scoring for L.A. on a cross-ice 
one-timer. Kochetkov got a lot of the shot, but it managed to 
trickle under his arm and into the net. 

The Kings had life, and they went on the offensive in the 
shifts following the goal. Kochetkov had to deal with a wave 
of chances in a two-goal game, but nothing came from it for 
the Kings. 

The Hurricanes got a much-needed bounce to go their way 
on a counter-attack around the 12-minute mark. Brent Burns 
waited for the team to execute a line change and then 
quickly found the tape of Andrei Svechnikov in the neutral 
zone. Svehcnikov danced around and through Los Angeles’ 
backline before attempting a pass to Jarvis, but the pass 
deflected off of Drew Doughty’s skate and just over the pad 
of Quick for an incredibly timely goal. 

Svechnikov’s 15th goal in 25 games this season was the 
dagger for a Kings club that was showing signs of life in the 
third period. 

Samuel Fagemo netted his first of the season with just over 
two minutes left in the game, but that wasn’t enough to spark 
a comeback. The Hurricanes survived the third-period push 
and finished off the night with a 4-2 win. 

Led Again by the Big 3 

Carolina’s offense has been carried by Necas, Aho, and 
Svechnikov this season. And again, that was the case in So 
Cal. 

The first line of Necas, Aho, and Jarvis was the team’s best 
trio last night. Jarvis’ assist on Aho’s second-period goal 
extended his point streak to five games. He has points in six 
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of his last seven games, and that’s a wonderful sign from a 
second-year player who had been fighting through it for 
several weeks. 

In the month of November, Necas, Aho, and Svechnikov 
scored 50% of the team’s goals. They accounted for three of 
four in Los Angeles in another great showing. 

With every passing game, Necas shows that his hot start 
wasn’t a fluke. He is a different player this season, and he 
has terrorized Carolina’s opponents on a nightly basis. 
Jarvis’ awakening has helped in making the first line a 
consistent threat. 

Kochetkov had a few shaky moments in the win, but his 
numbers continue to be undeniable. He has a 3-0-1 record to 

go with a .932 save percentage over his last five games. The 
23-year-old is up to a .919 save percentage on the year 
through nine appearances. 

Teuvo Teravainen has a smooth return from injury. He 
looked comfortable with his 15:47 of ice time in his first game 
since November 10. Quitely, it was also one of Paul 
Stastny’s better games with the Hurricanes. He had a couple 
of quality scoring chances on Quick, and while he couldn’t 
get his first goal with the team, hopefully, this is a building 
block for him moving forward. 

Next up for the Hurricanes is a meeting with the Anaheim 
Ducks on Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

Canes carve up Kings, stay unbeaten halfway through road trip  
By Bryan Pyrtle 

Defenseman Brent Burns (center) huddles up with the team 
during the Hurricanes' home game against the Edmonton 
Oilers on Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022 in PNC Arena. Burns had 
one goal for one point as the Canes beat the Oilers 7-2. 

The Carolina Hurricanes cruised to a 4-2 victory over the Los 
Angeles Kings on Saturday, Dec. 3.  

The Canes (14-6-5) increased their win streak to four against 
the Kings (13-10-4). Halfway through a six-game road trip, 
Carolina really hit its stride in a comfortable win in LA. 
Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov kept a shutout until the 9:31 
mark of the third period, continuing his recent run of form. 

“He's steady whenever we seem to have that little 
breakdown,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “That's what 
goaltending is about, right? You make that save, it takes the 
stress off the group. He came up with a couple of nice ones 
tonight, especially when they had their push in the third.” 

Carolina matched its netminder’s effort by attacking the 
Kings early and often. The Hurricanes executed some slick 
passes to ratchet up the score to 3-0 through two periods. 
Left wing Jordan Martinook teed up defenseman Brady Skjei 
for a nifty backhander to beat Los Angeles goalie Jonathan 
Quick on the game’s first goal. 

Defenseman Brent Burns and center Martin Nečas teamed 
up for the Canes’ only power play goal of the night, making it 
2-0 at the end of the first, and Nečas passed it on by 
threading the needle to set up center Sebastian Aho’s goal in 
the second period. 

Burns secured the Hurricanes’ other multi-point night by 
assisting right wing Andrei Svechnikov in the third period, but 
he and Skjei weren’t the only impactful defensemen for 
Carolina. Defenseman Brett Pesce hit NHL ice for the 500th 
time in his career, all of them as a Hurricane. Pesce marked 
the occasion with a secondary assist on Svechnikov’s goal. 

Not wanting to get left out, defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
rounded out the main group of Canes blue-liners making 
plays in LA. Slavin aided Kochetkov and the defense in 
keeping Carolina ahead all night, but his most notable 
contribution came at the tail end of the second period. Kings 
center Anže Kopitar got a good look at a wrap-around while 
Kochetkov scrambled back into position from a previous 
save, but Slavin was there to cover the opposite post and 
prevent the chance. 

Although the shot wasn’t quite on target, plays like this go a 
long way towards helping a very skilled but still very young 
goalie like Kochetkov. After spending in the morning on the 
beach, the Canes banded together on the ice. 

“[The team chemistry]’s coming together,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That kind of stuff is fun but you come together on the ice, 
shared mutual hardship. When we're going through it out 
there, battling, that's how you come together as a group. I 
think that's what we've done for the most part all year here. 
You gotta continue to build on that because that's the secret 
to success.” 

The Hurricanes will stay in southern California to take on the 
Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday, Dec. 6. Puck drop is set for 10 
p.m. 
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NHL Three Stars: McDavid, Kaprizov and Kochetkov Show Off 
Adam Proteau explains why Connor McDavid, Kirill Kaprizov 
and Pyotr Kochetkov had the best performances of the week. 

This is THN.com’s Three Stars of the Week, an ongoing 
feature in which we look at the past seven days of NHL 
action and pinpoint the league’s very best performers. Let’s 
get to it:  

3. Pyotr Kochetkov, Carolina 

The Hurricanes’ third-string goalie played like a first-stringer 
this week, posting a league-best 3-0-0 record, as well as a 
2.11 goals-against average and .934 save percentage in 
three games. The 23-year-old Russian’s excellent week – 
one that saw him beat the Pittsburgh Penguins, St. Louis 
Blues, and Los Angeles Kings – pushed his individual 
numbers higher, and he now has a .919 SP and 2.27 in nine 
appearances this season.  

At a time when injuries to goalies are troublingly 
commonplace in the NHL, depth matters more than ever, 
and Kochetkov has risen to the challenge and helped 
Carolina climb into second place in the Metropolitan 
Division.  

He is likely to take a backseat to Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta when they're fully healthy, but if he stays this hot, 
Carolina GM Don Waddell will have to make a choice as to 
which two of the three goalies should stay.  

But it seems that Kochetkov – who signed a four-year, $8-
million contract extension on Nov. 23 – has carved out a 
place for himself in the future of the Canes' goaltending 
picture.  

2. Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota 

The Wild are on a three-game winning streak right now, and 
one of the chief reasons why is the offensive wizardry of 
Kaprizov.  

In three games this week, the 25-year-old generated three 
goals and seven points, while averaging 21:39 of ice time.  

Kaprizov now leads Minnesota this season in goals (15), 
assists (16) and points (31), and he’s on pace to put up a 53-
goal, 111-point season – totals that would top his previous 
career-bests of 47 goals and 109 points (both set last 
season). He also split his points between even-strength time 

(where he had four points) and the power play (where he 
amassed three points).  

It’s hard to imagine, but this is only Kaprizov’s third year in 
hockey’s best league. He improved significantly after his 
rookie campaign – nearly doubling his goal totals in his 
sophomore season – and this year, he’s elevating his game 
to an even bigger degree.  

If the Wild have any hope of making the post-season, they’ll 
need Kaprizov to have an MVP-type season. He’s certainly 
started the year that way.  

Update: This doesn't even take into account his goal on 
Sunday afternoon against the Dallas Stars, which ties two 
Minnesota Wild records for the longest goal streak at six 
games and longest points streak at 12 games. 

1. Connor McDavid, Edmonton  

This is the second time this season that McDavid earned the 
first star of the week, and you can’t say he hasn’t deserved it 
either time.  

This past week, the 25-year-old Oilers superstar amassed a 
league-best five goals and 11 points in only four games. 
Without his offensive production, the Oilers wouldn’t have 
been winners of three of four games this week.  

McDavid almost evenly split his point totals this week 
between even strength (where he had three goals and six 
points) and the power play (where he had a pair of goals and 
five points).  

At present, he is second in the league in goals (21) and first 
in the league in assists (26) and points (47) in only 25 
games. That puts him on a phenomenal pace of 69 goals 
and 154 points in a full season. 

Really, what more can you say about him? McDavid is the 
best player on the planet, and he’s still relatively young.  

Even if he doesn’t maintain the pace he’s currently on, he’ll 
still likely win his fifth Art Ross Trophy (and his third in a row) 
as the NHL’s top point-producer and be the odds-on favorite 
to win his third Hart Trophy as the league’s most valuable 
player.  

This probably won’t be his last Three Stars appearance, 
either.  
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Wolves Fall to Wild 7-0 
The Chicago Wolves wrapped up a two-game trip to Iowa 
with a 7-0 loss to the Wild on Sunday at Wells Fargo Arena. 

A day after the Wolves throttled the Wild 4-0 in the first of the 
back-to-back games, Iowa turned the tables, getting two 
goals from Adam Beckman and one each from five different 
teammates as well as a strong effort in net from Zane 
McIntyre to earn the split. 

The Wild opened the scoring on Ty Ronning’s power-play 
goal early in the first period and a short time later, Iowa 
cashed in on another man advantage when Sammy Walker 
found the back of the net. 

The Wild increased the lead to 3-0 on Adam Beckman’s goal 
in the waning moments of the first. 

Late in the second, Tanner Kaspick and Michael Milne 
scored 32 seconds apart to make it 5-0 heading into the 
third. 

It became a six-goal Iowa advantage in the third on Kevin 
Conley’s score and Beckman completed the scoring late in 
the period with a power-play goal. 

Wolves goaltender Cale Morris (24 saves) suffered the loss 
while McIntyre (28 saves) earned the shutout for Iowa. 

Chicago, which had its three-game road winning streak 
snapped, dropped to 6-10-2-0 while the Wild improved to 9-
7-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will face the Stars in Texas on Friday (7 
p.m., AHLTV). 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3968891/2022/12/05/nhl-weekend-rankings-penguins-brock-boeser/ 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-andrei-svechnikov-anaheim-ducks-7fe4efce9d204a9f84ade398bea29cbe 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/4/23492459/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-stars-align-los-angeles-kings-necas-aho-svechnikov-

kochetkov 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-carve-up-kings-stay-unbeaten-halfway-through-road-trip/article_03f4e71a-73f3-11ed-b13d-

f3989daa7c1c.html 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/nhl-three-stars-mcdavid-kaprizov-and-kochetkov-show-off 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/04/wolves-fall-to-wild-7-0/ 
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Ducks lose to Winnipeg, complete road trip without a victory 

 

Staff Report 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

PUBLISHED December 4, 2022 at 6:15 p.m. | UPDATED: December 4, 
2022 at 6:17 p.m. 

 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) — Morgan Barron and Mark Scheifele scored 
a pair of quick goals in the third period and the Winnipeg Jets beat the 
Anaheim Ducks 5-2 on Sunday. 

Barron scored at 13:23 for a 3-2 lead. Scheifele followed up with his 
team-leading 13th goal of the season at 15:12. 

The Jets were outshot 18-7 in the first period and trailed 2-0 early in the 
second, but the Ducks completed their four game road trip without a 
victory. 

“It’s just not right to start a game like that,” Winnipeg’s Rick Bowness 
said. “Listen, I’m the head coach so I’m responsible for the way we start 
and getting our team prepared. So that starts with me. The second thing 
is, I’m not a babysitter. These guys are men. They’re professionals and 
they’re paid to show up here and go to work. My job here is to make that 
happen.” 

“The third thing on that would be: You cannot play this game without 
passion. Without emotion. You cannot play this game on your heels. And 
I hate when we’re on our heels. It’s not right.” 

Saku Maenalanen and Nate Schmidt each had a goal and assist for the 
Jets. Dylan Samberg recorded his first NHL goal and Kyle Connor added 
a pair of assists. 

Connor Hellebuyck made 28 saves for Winnipeg, which is 2-1-0 in a four-
game homestand that wraps up Tuesday against the Florida Panthers. 

Jakob Silfverberg and Brett Leason scored for the Ducks, whose winless 
streak stretched to six games (0-4-2). 

Anthony Stolarz stopped 35 shots for Anaheim, which was coming off a 
5-4 shootout loss to Minnesota on Saturday. 

Barron said the players absorbed Bowness’ words in the dressing room 
after the first period. 

“There wasn’t enough intention. It wasn’t intense enough from us,” 
Barron said. “We weren’t playing with enough passion in that first period. 
We all knew it on the bench, on the ice, and I’m sure you guys could tell 
from the press box that was the case. We need to have better starts.” 

Silfverberg scored on a rebound on a power play late in the first period. 
The Ducks went up 2-0 after a giveaway by Samberg near center ice 
turned into a breakaway for Leason at 5:09 of the second. 

After Scheifele rang a shot off the post, Schmidt sent a puck from behind 
the net out front to Maenalanen and he put it behind Stolarz at 10:31 of 
the middle period. 

Samberg redeemed himself for his earlier miscue when he tied it at 2 
with a point shot through traffic at 13:28. Anaheim put in an unsuccessful 
coach’s challenge for a high stick. 

“We had a really good first period and we let them get back in the 
second, and the third period was anyone’s game and they jumped on the 
chance,” Leason said. “We just got to find a way to get good starts and 
finish games.” 
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Islanders' Semyon Varlamov delivers rare shutout with pressure off 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

It is a given that Ilya Sorokin will give the Islanders a chance to win every 
time he plays. But as Sorokin has stepped more firmly into the No. 1 job, 
and into Vezina Trophy contention, the spotlight has gone off Semyon 
Varlamov, who seamlessly passed the top spot on the depth chart off to 
his friend and fellow Russian national. 

Indeed, Sunday’s 3-0 victory against Chicago was only the ninth start 
Varlamov has made this season. At the end of the night, it was also his 
first shutout since April 1 of this year, against the Rangers. 

“I’m always happy to get a shutout. For the goalie, it’s a big deal,” 
Varlamov said. Then he smiled and, half-jokingly, added: “Doesn’t 
happen very often with me, especially lately. I’m very happy I was able to 
get one today.” 

In truth, the Islanders did not give Varlamov all that much to do against a 
hopeless Blackhawks team — he stopped all 21 shots he saw. Still, after 
putting up a .916 save percentage and looking vulnerable at points over 
his first eight tries in net, a first shutout of the season was a nice 
milestone to achieve. 

The Islanders raised eyebrows both at the last trade deadline and during 
the offseason when general manager Lou Lamoriello decided to keep 
Varlamov at a price tag of $5 million annually, on the basis that having 
two strong goaltenders was pivotal to success over 82 games. 

Right now, like the rest of Lamoriello’s non-moves over the summer, that 
one looks pretty solid. 

“I thought he was solid, steady, calm,” coach Lane Lambert said. “Just in 
position all night long. He made some big saves when he needed to. Full 
marks for him.” 
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It didn’t hurt that for the second straight game, the Islanders’ defensive-
zone structure in front of their netminder looked improved and they gave 
up fewer than 25 shots. 

“I just think we’re closing quicker. We’re not necessarily thinking, I 
guess,” Matt Martin said. “It’s coming a little more natural, guys are 
jumping in and closing, sacrificing the body, blocking shots when they 
have to. … Once you get thinking the game out of the way and you just 
play, it all falls into place better.” 

Cal Clutterbuck and Kyle Palmieri, both dealing with upper-body injuries, 
remained out. The Islanders recalled defenseman Robin Salo from AHL 
Bridgeport before the game, but he sat as a healthy scratch. 

Anthony Beauvillier recorded his 200th career point in assisting Brock 
Nelson’s 3-0 goal. 

Hudson Fasching skated for 13:04 on the fourth line in his Islanders 
debut. 
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Islanders don't let easy points get away in win over Blackhawks 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

For a little over 20 minutes on Sunday you wondered whether, for the 
third game running, the Islanders would lose despite playing reasonably 
fine hockey. And then all at once, the floodgates opened and that notion 
was washed away, replaced by two points — a potential blip on the radar 
erased before it even appeared in full. 

When the Islanders had stopped their scoring and the hapless-by-choice 
Blackhawks had left the building, the final score was a workmanlike 3-0, 
the record was 16-10-0 and the Isles had done what playoff teams are 
supposed to do: pick up an easy victory at home against one of the 
league’s worst teams. 

“I thought we played great hockey,” said goaltender Semyon Varlamov, 
who earned his first shutout of the season. 

In real time, the first and ultimately fatal blow was noticed not by the 
referees, nor the crowd, nor really by anyone besides Matt Martin, whose 
falling shot got past Arvid Soderblom and trickled over the goal line at the 
near post, but bounced back out before anyone other than Martin saw it 
cross over. As play continued, it looked as though Martin was asking for 
a tripping call as he gesticulated, when in fact he wanted the play 
reviewed. 

And after over two minutes of play later, when the play was finally 
reviewed, it turned out Martin had scored to give the Isles a 1-0 lead at 
8:58 of the second period. 

“I was laying on my back and I thought it was in, I was pretty confident it 
was in,” Martin said. “Where the ref was, he was on the side of the net so 
he couldn’t tell. … Long review, longer than I thought it needed to take. 
Glad in the end it counted.” 

It did not take all that long from there for the Islanders to wrest firm 
control of the match. 

The 2-0 goal came from Zach Parise at 14:31 of the second, on a 
deflected Adam Pelech shot. The 3-0 goal came less than a minute later, 
at 15:14, when Brock Nelson beat Soderblom on a rush feed from 
Anthony Beauvillier. And so went the competitive portion of the evening. 

From there, the last 20 minutes became a formality, just as the first 20 
minutes had been forgettable. Reflecting the score, the Islanders nearly 
doubled Chicago’s shot total, finishing with a 40-21 margin. 

In a year where not many Islanders wins thus far could be described as 
routine, this one very much was. They dominated the shot count, kept the 
defensive-zone structure intact — particularly when without the puck — 
and kept Semyon Varlamov well outside of trouble. 

“I think we’ve done a better job in the defensive zone,” coach Lane 
Lambert said, citing how the Islanders contained Nashville’s Roman Josi 
and Chicago’s Seth Jones in their previous two games. “We’ve done a 
good job, I would say, of limiting their movement and keeping them to the 
outside. That has led into us transitioning and creating more shots.” 

On paper, this should have been a forgettable win. On the ice, it was. 
And in a match where banking points was critical, the Islanders did just 
that. They also avoided their first three-game losing streak since mid-
October. 

“You saw our season last year,” Martin said. “We weren’t banking points 
early in the year. Never really got any traction when we got our legs 
under us, we were chasing it from the get-go. 

“So all teams go through adversity throughout the season, but Game 1 or 
25, it’s just as important as Game 75 or 82. … Get as many wins, get as 
many points as we can and in the end, I like our chances to be where we 
want to be.” 

Indeed, the businesslike way in which the Islanders dispatched their 
opposition served as another reminder that this year is not last year. This 
team is not perfect, not by a long shot, but it is in the race, and 
deservedly so. 

Oh, and if Chicago’s weekend trip to New York served as an audition in 
the Patrick Kane sweepstakes, then the final score of that was Islanders 
1, Rangers 0. 
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Semyon Varlamov, Islanders shut out Chicago 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

The shots were plentiful, just like last game. This time, though, the 
Islanders created plenty of traffic at the crease. 

And it made all the difference as they snapped a two-game losing streak 
with a 3-0 win over Chicago at UBS Arena on Sunday. 

“I thought we did a really good job of that,” coach Lane Lambert said. 
“We emphasized it the last day and a half.” 

The Islanders (16-10-0) scored all three goals in less than seven minutes 
in the second period. Semyon Varlamov made 21 saves for his first 
shutout and the team’s third this season. 

“It doesn’t matter if it’s the first one or No. 10, it always feels great for a 
goalie to get a shutout,” said Varlamov, who has won four of his last five 
decisions and blanked Chicago for the fourth time in his career. 

Arvid Soderblom stopped 37 shots for Chicago (7-13-4), which has the 
second-fewest points in the NHL. Chicago had snapped an eight-game 
losing streak (0-7-1) on Saturday with a 5-2 win over the Rangers at 
Madison Square Garden. 

The Islanders, who have won five of their last seven games and 14 of 
their last 20, were coming off a 4-1 loss to the visiting Predators on 
Friday night in which they took a season-high 49 shots but didn’t get 
nearly enough traffic in front of goalie Kevin Lankinen. 

“Maybe both,” Brock Nelson said when asked if it was more mindset or 
X’s-and-O’s that allowed the Islanders to create more traffic. “It just 
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depends on different plays and how they shake out. If you’re able to get 
some movement down low and then get it up top, it’s mindset. And then 
maybe strategy moving guys to different spots and getting guys to the 
net.” 

Nelson made it 3-0 with a one-timer off Anthony Beauvillier’s feed on the 
rush — Beauvillier’s 200th career point — just 43 seconds after Zach 
Parise, at the left post, deflected in defenseman Adam Pelech’s feed 
from the left wall at 14:31. 

The Islanders’ second-period goal outburst got off to a delayed start. 

Matt Martin snuck the puck past Soderblom’s right pad and just inside the 
near post as he was knocked down at the crease by defenseman Filip 
Roos at 8:58. But that was not immediately called a goal — leaving 
Martin to head to the bench asking the referees why not — and was not 
verified until a video review during a stoppage more than two minutes of 
playing time later. 

“When I was on the ice, I could see it, I was pretty confident it was in,” he 
said. “I came to the bench and said it was in.” 

There was some early spillover from the Islanders’ 3-1 win in Chicago on 
Nov. 1, a game in which Casey Cizikas collided with goalie Alex Stalock. 
Stalock remains on injured reserve with a concussion. Reese Johnson 
engaged Cizikas in an energetic fight at 2:11 of the first period on 
Sunday. 

Varlamov made his toughest saves in the first period, stopping Philipp 
Kurashev in the slot at 3:42, then getting his right pad on Kurashev’s next 
chance at 7:36. 

Notes & quotes: RW Hudson Fasching, 27, logged 13:04 with two shots 
and was on the ice for Martin’s goal in his Islanders debut . . . D Robin 
Salo was recalled from the Islanders’ AHL affiliate in Bridgeport . . . RW 
Kyle Palmieri (IR, upper body), who has not resumed skating, and RW 
Cal Clutterbuck (upper body) remained out . . . Lou Lamoriello served 
his 2,700th NHL game as a general manager, tying Glen Sather for 
second behind David Poile (3,016). 
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lslanders' Matt Martin a formidable foe each time he drops the gloves 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Matt Martin is soft-spoken, the father of two young daughters and who 
often gives his time to charitable causes. That’s off the ice. On the ice, 
the Islanders fourth-liner is a formidable foe whenever he drops his 
gloves. 

“I think it’s a pretty easy on-and-off switch,” Martin said. “I’m not 
somebody that goes looking for fights in the street. Generally I don’t think 
I’m an overly aggressive person off the ice. Most guys in here, that 
competitive fire comes out when the puck drops and you turn into a 
different person a little bit during those games. And then when it’s done, 
it’s done.” 

The Islanders continued a three-game homestand against Chicago on 
Sunday night at UBS Arena and Martin had fights in the two previous 
games, giving him 102 in 841 NHL regular-season games, per 
hockeyfights.com. That makes him the team leader in that category. 

It also makes Martin one of the team leaders in the dressing room for his 
willingness to protect his teammates. 

He fought Zach MacEwen seven seconds into the Islanders’ 3-1 loss in 
Philadelphia on Tuesday – a fight seemingly arranged when those two 

chatted during pregame warmups – as hostilities spilled over from the 
Islanders’ 5-2 win over the visiting Flyers on Nov. 26. 

“I have a lot of respect for all the guys around the league that do it,” 
Martin said. “Even if they’re not fighters. Anyone who is willing to step up 
in that situation. You’ve got 20,000 people watching you and sometimes 
it might not go so well for you. And, nowadays, you’re trending on Twitter 
for it. I think hockey players, in general, away from the rink, all seem to 
be pretty good guys when you meet them. 

“Guys that you dislike on other teams, you meet them and you’re like, 
‘Eh, he’s a nice guy.’ I met a lot of the guys over the years. You almost 
gain somewhat of a relationship with them just from going at it with them 
so many times. Wayne Simmonds would be one that I never really knew 
and we had our fair share over the years. If I see him in the hallway I give 
him a handshake and see how he’s doing. It’s all respect at the end of 
the day.” 

While the NHL has never taken full measures to eliminate fighting, the 
number of fights has drastically dropped from the rough-and-tumble 
Original Six days to even the 1980s and 1990s. 

For instance, Islanders coach Lane Lambert had 45 fights, per 
hockeyfights.com, in his career 283 games for the Red Wings, Rangers 
and Nordiques in the 1980s. 

Martin entered Sunday with three fights this season. His high is 15 in 
2011-12. 

Ross Johnston, the Islanders’ other tough guy with 20 fights in 123 
career games entering Sunday, per hockeyfights.com, said it took a while 
to separate what he does as a job from the person he is. 

“I don’t think you develop it overnight,” Johnston said. “The length of your 
career in junior and everything, you understand there’s a certain aspect 
of the game that needs to be brought into the game. Separating the two 
is definitely sometimes difficult. When there’s emotion involved it’s 
always easier. When you’re mad going into a fight and you want to punch 
someone, it’s pretty easy. But you’ve just got to be able to turn it on and 
off. That’s the job at the end of the day.” 

Notes & quotes: D Robin Salo was recalled from the Islanders’ AHL 
affiliate in Bridgeport after playing in Saturday’s 5-1 win at Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton. He was sent down on Wednesday. 
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Rapid Recap: Islanders Snap 2-Game Skid, Beat Blackhawks 3-0  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

ELMONT, NY– After dropping their last two games, the New York 
Islanders beat down the Chicago Blackhawks 3-0. 

Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov was brilliant, as he recorded his 
first shutout of the season, as he turned aside all 21 shots he faced. 

The Islanders are now 16-10-0 on the season. 

LINES: 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cole Bardreau 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 
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Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Semyon Varlamov 

Ilya Sorokin 

SCORES 

Matt Martin gave the New York Islanders a 1-0 lead at 8:58 of the second 
period as he slid the puck past the right pad of Chicago Blackhawks 
netminder Arvid Soderblom. 

Play went on for roughly another two minutes before a whistle, in which 
the officials reviewed the play, deeming that the puck completely crossed 
the goal line. Casey Cizikas and Scott Mayfield were credited with the 
assists on Martin’s third of the season. 

MARTIN. 1-0 pic.twitter.com/eujJtE06uZ 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) December 5, 2022 

Zach Parise gave the Islanders a 2-0 lead at 14:31 of the second period 
as he deflected an Adam Pelech shot for his eighth goal of the season. 
Pelech and Ryan Pulock were credited with the assists. 

Brock Nelson scored his team-leading 12th goal of the season at 15:14 
of the second period off a strong one-time feed by Anthony Beauvillier. 
Beauvillier and Lee were credited with the assists on the 3-0 tally. 

CARRYOVER FROM LAST MEETING 

The last time the New York Islanders met the Chicago Blackhawks, back 
on Nov. 1, there was some drama. 

In the first period, on Casey Cizikas‘s first shift, he collided with 
Blackhawks netminder Alex Stalock which led to a game misconduct and 
a fine. Stalock left the game with a concussion and is still out. Later in the 
period, Andreas Athanasiou ran into Ilya Sorokin. 

NYI Hockey Now asked Islanders head coach Lane Lambert if he 
thought there would be any carry-over from what transpired. He said he 
wasn’t expecting any. 

There was. 

On Cizikas’s second shift of the contest, he dropped the gloves with 
Reese Johnson: 

 CRASHING THE NET OFTEN 

A major issue in the Islanders 4-1 loss to the Nashville Predators on 
Friday night was the fact that the Islanders did not crash the net often 
enough through the first forty minutes of play. 

Head coach Lane Lambert and the players believed that they should 
have won that game if they crashed the net more, as they put up a 
season-high 49 shots. 

Against the Chicago Blackhawks, the Islanders. focused heavily on that, 
as they sent two players to the crease of Blackhawks netminder Arvid 
Soderblom. Two of their three goals came right in front of goal. 

FASCHING MAKES ISLANDERS DEBUT 

After seven goals and four assists in 18 games with the Bridgeport 
Islanders this season, forward Hudson Fasching made his New York 
Islanders debut on Sunday night. 

In 13:04 minutes, Fasching notched two shots, two hits and a block, 
along with a few strong plays to set up his teammates. 

Fasching had played 38 games (one goal, two assists) in the NHL, split 
between the Buffalo Sabres and Arizona Coyotes. 

Next up: The New York Islanders host the St. Louis Blues Tuesday night 
at 7:30 PM ET. 
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EXCLUSIVE: Pageau & Ping Pong, Bubble Tournament & More  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders play hockey. But with the acquisition of Jean-
Gabriel Pageau at the 2020 NHL Trade Deadline, the versatile forward 
brought more than just his hockey skill set. 

He brought a love for ping pong. 

Due to COVID-19, the 2019-20 regular season was put on hold in mid-
March, with the expanded Stanley Cup Playoffs eventually starting on 
Aug. 1. 

The Islanders faced the Florida Panthers in the Qualifying Rounds, taking 
them down in four games, winning Game Four 5-1 on Aug. 7. 

With an off day on Aug. 8, the Islander elected to host a ping pong 
tournament, some high-level team bonding, which ended with newcomer 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau taking home the crown. 

  CHAMP   https://t.co/7xqASWLHbv pic.twitter.com/qpGCe5HUQm 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) August 8, 2020 

Following Thursday’s practice, NYI Hockey Now caught up with Jean-
Gabriel Pageau to discuss his love for ping pong, how it has helped him 
in hockey, and some details about the ping-pong bonding in the bubble. 

Let’s start with the tournament. 

“I think we all just came up together to do it,” Pageau said. “We had a lot 
of time on our end to kill, and we got kind of bored of playing cards and 
watching movies in our room.” 

For Pageau, he had only been a member of the Islanders for a month in 
person, before the season was put on halt. He then went to war with his 
new teammates but saw the bubble as an opportunity to get to know 
everyone a bit more. 

“I really think it was a good time to get together, to get to know the whole 
team, and kind of brought everyone together,” Pageau said. 

We know Pageau won the tournament, but was it smooth sailing for him 
through the bracket? 

“I mean, there was a lot of good players on the team,” Pageau said. “I’d 
say [Mat] Barzal [was the best]. In the semi-finals give me a lot of…it was 
a tight match. I think he had me at some game points a couple of times. I 
think it still haunts him. He should have beaten me. Like I came back and 
won it.” 

“I think he was the hardest, and then [Adam] Pelech in the Finals, he 
played a really solid game also. But I was better than him.” 

From that moment on, ping pong became a part of the Islanders, as you 
can hear a ping-pong ball bouncing often following practices and morning 
skates. 

“We have a table now upstairs [at Northwell Ice Center],” Pageau said. 
“And Zach [Parise] bought paddles for everyone, all custom-made. So it’s 
pretty cool.” “We enjoy playing it when we have time.” 

Zach Parise was not on the Islanders during the 2020 bubble, which 
shows how that fun, time-killing tournament had affected that group as a 
ping pong game has become a common theme on a daily basis. 

Growing up in Ottawa, Pageau was not only a hockey player. He played 
baseball as well, along with tennis and ping pong. He shared with us a 
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few weeks back that he only decided to focus solely on hockey in his final 
few years of high school. 

“I played tennis growing up, and I played ping pong also. I had a table at 
home,” Pageau said. “So I was playing a lot with my dad. At one point, 
we were playing so much that we got tendinitis on both of our right arms, 
so I think that’s when we took a little break.” 

“I was big into sports and still like to play tennis.” 

Pageau shared that while he still plays tennis, he does not play as much 
since his Achilles injury in 2018 at Ottawa Senators training camp, 
sidelining him for over four months. 

Pageau has tremendous hockey sense, is strong positionally, and plays 
a handful of roles for this New York Islanders team. His biggest strength 
may be in the face-off dot, as he currently leads New York with a 56.4 
percent face-off percentage. He also has a knack for deflections, which 
has earned him the net-front spot on the Islanders top power-play unit. 

Has ping pong helped his hockey game? 

“I believe it’s good for the hand-eye coordination,” Pageau said. “I don’t 
know if it makes you better, but I like to think it does. I think it’s good for 
the coordination for sure.” 

Back on Oct. 13, the New York Islanders season opener against the 
Florida Panthers, Pageau made a heck of a play to take the puck off the 
goal line. 

Gotta See It: Pageau Ping-Pongs Puck Off Islanders Goal line 

Did the skills from playing ping pong help? They very well may have. 
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Sunday Showdown, Gm. 26: Islanders vs. Blackhawks, Line Combos, 
Betting Odds & More  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

After two straight losses, the New York Islanders (15-10-0) host the 
Chicago Blackhawks (7-12-4) at UBS Arena at 7:30 PM. 

The New York Islanders did not hold a morning skate on Sunday but 
were on the ice Saturday afternoon. 

Everyone was on the ice besides Cal Clutterbuck (day-to-day, upper-
body) and Kyle Palmieri (IR, upper-body). The two call-ups, Hudson 
Fasching and Cole Bardreau, were on the ice, but before practice came 
to a close, the Islanders announced Bardreau was headed back to 
Bridgeport. 

Ilya Sorokin was the first netminder off the ice at practice, so take that as 
you may. 

The Blackhawks were on Broadway Saturday night, as they defeated the 
New York Rangers 5-2. Petr Mrazek started in goal which likley means 
Arvid Soderblom gets the nod. The 23-year-old stopped 28 of 33 in relief 
of Stalock against the Islanders during their last meeting on Nov. 1, a 3-1 
Islanders win. 

That win had some drama, though. 

In the first period, on Casey Cizikas‘s first shift, he collided with 
Blackhawks netminder Alex Stalock which led to a game misconduct and 
a fine. Stalock left the game with a concussion and is still out. 

Cizikas Given Game Misconduct for Goalie Interference, Blackhawks 
Retaliate on Sorokin 

Later in the game, Blackhawks forward Andreas Athanasiou ran into 
Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin, a by-the-books retaliation move, but 
just received a two-minute penalty for goaltender interference. 

#Blackhawks Andreas Athanasiou crashing into #Isles netminder Ilya 
Sorokin (video courtesy of @RTaub_): pic.twitter.com/ZjmeoR7aGd 

— Stefen Rosner (@stefen_rosner) November 2, 2022 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Ross Johnston 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Blackhawks lines in warmups vs. Rangers: 

Athanasiou-Toews-Kane 

Kurashev-Domi-Raddysh 

Khaira-Dickinson-Blackwell 

Katchouk-Entwistle-RJohnson 

JJohnson-SJones 

Roos-Murphy 

McCabe-CJones 

Mrazek 

— Ben Pope (@BenPopeCST) December 4, 2022 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders host the Chicago Blackhawks in the 
second and final matchup between the two clubs this season. These 
teams last met on November 1 in Chicago, when Anders Lee, Brock 
Nelson, and Zach Parise each scored to help the Islanders earn a 3-1 
win. 

It has been almost exactly one year since the Islanders last hosted the 
Blackhawks, on December 5, 2021. 

The Islanders have collected points in five of their last six meetings 
against Chicago, and they enter tonight’s game with a 5-1-0 record 

DRAFTKINGS BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the Philadelphia Flyers? 
You can get the Islanders at -285, -110 on the puck line. The Chicago 
Blackhawks come in at +240, -110 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is 5.5 at -120, with the under at +100. 

Head over to DraftKings to place your bets now! 

HOW TO WATCH 

Sunday’s contest will be available on MSGSN. On the radio dial, the 
game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU, and 103.9 FM 
LI News Radio 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 12.05.2022 
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Detroit Red Wings snap four-game losing skid with 4-2 victory over the 
Columbus Blue Jackets 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES    

 

Playing an opponent outside the playoff picture was just what the Detroit 
Red Wings needed to find the win column again. 

They improved to 3-0 this season when playing on the road the day after 
a home game, using their power play to dispatch the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, 4-2, Sunday at Nationwide Arena. Multiple players had two-point 
nights as four-game losing streak came to an end. 

Taking advantage of the short journey from Detroit to Columbus, the 
Wings opted to start Ville Husso for a second consecutive day. He 
withstood three Blue Jackets power plays, including one that overlapped 
with pulling their goaltender the last two minutes, to finish with 32 saves. 

Unlike Saturday against Vegas, when the Wings chased from the 
opening minute, they never trailed Sunday. 

Austin Czarnik, called up Thursday to offset losing Tyler Bertuzzi for six 
weeks to an upper-body injury, scored his second goal in his second stint 
with the Wings. Jonatan Berggren — another Grand Rapids Griffins call-
up — stutter-stepped past Erik Gudbranson along the boards and sent 
the puck to the net, where Czarnik was in position for the redirect at 6:34. 
It was Berggren's seventh point in 11 games. Defenseman Olli Määtta 
also drew an assist. 

It was a good first period from the fourth line, with Joe Veleno drawing a 
hooking call on Cole Sillinger at 17:08 to put the Wings on a power play. 
Dominik Kubalik came through with his 10th goal of the season, fifth on a 
man advantage, when he one-timed a pass from Filip Hronek at 17:35. 

David Perron drew a penalty early in the second period, and 52 seconds 
into that power play Dylan Larkin drew one, too, putting the Wings up by 
two skaters for 68 seconds. A minute later the Wings had a 3-1 lead, with 
Lucas Raymond breaking a nine-game goal-scoring drought. Perron and 
Hronek both picked up their second assists of the night on that goal. 

The penalty kill was dinged at 16:10 when Marcus Bjork converted at 
16:10 of the second period. The Blue Jackets made it a 3-2 game two 
minutes into the third period Johnny Gaudreau used his speed to carry 
the puck behind Detroit's net and sent it out front for Kent Johnson to 
finish. Larkin put the puck in the net at 3:35 but there was no goal after 
video review showed Perron was off side; instead, Andrew Copp restored 
Detroit's two-goal cushion when he banked the puck in off Joonas 
Korpisalo's shoulder, at 6:08, assisted by Määttä. 

The Wings (12–7–5) next play Tuesday at Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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How his Tampa Bay days have propelled Derek Lalonde to succeed as 
Detroit Red Wings coach 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES    

 

Derek Lalonde came to Detroit from Tampa with a sage piece of advice 
regarding Steve Yzerman and a comprensive understanding of what 
makes a team successful. 

Lalonde is about to coach against his former team for the first time, 
standing behind the visitors bench in charge of the Detroit Red Wings 
when they visit the Lightning this week. Lalonde’s four years as an 
assistant under Jon Cooper in Tampa Bay factored into Lalonde’s appeal 
when Yzerman decided to bring in a new head coach, and has factored 
into the growth the Wings have shown through the first couple months of 
the season.  

“Newsy has brought a lot of things from Tampa,” Wings captain Dylan 
Larkin said. “When he was there, they won Stanley Cups and were a 
really good team. He’s brought a lot of things and implemented them to 
our team. 

“When we went into training camp, we watched clips of what we were 
going to be doing, how we were going to be playing, and it was a lot of 
what we’ve seen Tampa do. I think it’s easier to get behind because it 
has had success and it’s proven.” 

Lalonde has guided the Wings to play a style that focuses on reducing 
risk, part of a strategy to improve team defense. While there have been 
some blips — which Lalonde has handled with the same equanimity as 
he shows after victories — the Wings are playing with a foundational 
structure that is helping them emerge from the rebuild. 

20 THOUGHTS THROUGH 20 GAMES:Why Red Wings feel different 
early this season? New coaches, new players, new life 

Learning to win 

Lalonde, 50, has been a head coach in the USHL, ECHL (with the Toledo 
Walleye, a farm team for the Wings) and the AHL. He was named an 
assistant with the Lightning in 2018, shortly before Yzerman stepped 
back as GM in what turned out to be his last season with the organization 
before returning to Detroit in April 2019.  

“There’s decent weather down there, so that was an easy sell,” Lalonde 
said. 

Of course the real appeal was in going to a team that was considered a 
Stanley Cup contender, but, like the Wings in the mid-1990s, hadn't been 
able to lift the Cup. 

“Very few times in your career do you go to a situation where you can be 
part of something special, getting a team over the hump,” Lalonde said. 
"Winning, and winning at all, are a lot different and we went through it the 
hard way in Tampa. We broke an NHL record for wins in a season and 
we weren’t playing the right way. It helped me get a better feel for what 
winning looks like. Obviously we’re in a different spot here than where we 
were in Tampa, but a lot of it is the same — you can see us trying to 
establish some winning habits within our game.” 

One of the questions Yzerman asked Lalonde before hiring him was 
whether Lalonde believes a coach’s message eventually gets stale. It 
was an interesting question from Yzerman, who played under five 
different head coaches his first 10 years in the league, followed by nine 
under Scotty Bowman. 

Lalonde answered no, not when done correctly. 

“It’s up to the individual coach, it’s up to his staff, to keep things fresh,” 
Lalonde said. 

He keeps his video sessions short and meaningful and practices lively, 
usually ending them with a fun activity like placing both nets in the same 
zone for a game of three-on-three. 

“There has been a couple times where he has had to let us know we are 
not doing things the right way, but for the most part, he has been pretty 
positive,” goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic said. “And when I say positive, 
he’s not sugarcoating things. He’ll let you know if you messed up, but it’s 
OK, we’ll learn from it and get better for it.” 

Net focus:How Detroit Red Wings' Alex Nedeljkovic has tried to stay 
sharp as goalie: 'It's mental' 

Managing up 
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Being head coach in the NHL is an immense task, and navigating his first 
job as such has been smoother for Lalonde because of his years working 
with Cooper.  

“I wanted to work for him because of how he managed,” Lalonde said. 
“How he manages his players, his staff, how he manages up with the 
leadership, the general manager and even the owner. I probably didn’t 
appreciate how much I was taking from Coop until I actually was here, 
becoming a head coach on a day-to-day basis. I will be forever 
appreciative of Jon and the time I spent with him.” 

Lalonde knew Yzerman from their shared time in Tampa, but it was more 
of a peripheral relationship. Now Lalonde deals with Yzerman — who 
often watches practices — on a daily and direct basis. 

“I love working for Steve,” Lalonde said. “He’s extremely, extremely 
demanding and that comes from passion. There’s no one here that wants 
to get this going more than him. I love that. I wouldn’t want it any other 
way. 

“Coop told me, in taking this, Steve is going to be demanding, but that is 
the most important relationship. It’s been great so far.” 

The change 

Jeff Blashill had just received a two-year extension from former GM Ken 
Holland when Yzerman arrived. Yzerman kept Blashill through the misery 
that was the 2019-20 season (the Wings had won only 17 games when 
the pandemic shuttered the season March 12), and extended his contract 
in 2021. Blashill was named head coach in 2015, as the Wings entered a 
decline, and for most of his seven seasons he had a patch-work roster.  

“No matter what kind of team we had, we were always a close group and 
we always played hard, and I think that’s a credit to (Blashill),” Larkin 
said. “There were a lot of days, a lot of years, that it was very difficult 
coming to the rink. He always found a way to make sure the attitude of 
the group was good and that we were going to go into the next game 
prepared. Looking back, it’s something that I couldn’t imagine how hard it 
was — it was hard to go through it, and to continuously do it, I applaud 
him for it.” 

Lalonde was part of significant changes Yzerman made last summer, 
also bringing in players to strengthen the team at every position. So 
many new faces at once can be challenging, but Lalonde has kept things 
calm throughout the excitement of a five-game point streak to start the 
season and a few bruising losses.  

“The buck stops with me and I probably have to hold guys a lot more 
accountable than what I did in Tampa,” Lalonde said. “You build a little bit 
different relationship. So it’s a little bit different but I still stick to who I am. 

“We are trying to judge ourselves on process over outcome. I think living 
in the moment is key, especially for this group. We are trying to build 
something.” 

Read more on the Detroit Red Wings and sign up for our Red Wings 
newsletter.  

A Perfect Holiday Gift  

What: “On the Clock: Behind the Scenes with the Detroit Red Wings at 
the NHL Draft“ 

Author: Helene St. James, who has covered the Red Wings at the Detroit 
Free Press since 1996. Foreword by Jimmy Devellano, Wings senior vice 
president and former general manager. 

Publisher: Triumph Books. 

Pages:  350+. 

Price: $19.95. 

Availability: Leading bookstores and online from booksellers, including 
Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 

Get it signed! For a personalized copy contact St. James at 
hstjames@freepress.com. 

About the book: In “On the Clock: Detroit Red Wings,” Helene St. James 
explores the fascinating, rollercoaster history of the Red Wings at the 
draft, including franchise legends like Steve Yzerman, Sergei Fedorov, 
and Pavel Datsyuk. Readers will go behind the scenes with top decision-
makers as they evaluate, deliberate, and ultimately make the picks they 
hope will tip the fate of their franchise toward success. From seemingly 
surefire first-rounders to surprising late selections, this is a must-read for 
Red Wings faithful and hockey fans eager for a glimpse at how teams are 
built. 
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Red Wings open road trip with 4-2 victory in Columbus 

 

TED KULFAN   

 

Columbus — Usually playing a second game in two nights doesn't prove 
successful for teams. 

There's often travel involved, that much hockey in 48 hours (or less) is 
tough on the body, and things seem to get compounded when you're the 
road team. 

But bring it on, say the Red Wings. 

For the third time this season, the Wings went on the road of a back-to-
back and came with a victory, Sunday 4-2 over Columbus. 

"It's the guys, a huge credit to the guys," coach Derek Lalonde said. "It's 
a mindset. I don't know how many teams in this league are going to go 3-
0 in back to backs. It's one thing to sleep in your own bed and play a 
back to back, but play at home and fly out and turn around and play the 
next day at 6 p.m., that hour does make a difference. 

"Our guys handled it well." 

Dominik Kubalik and Lucas Raymond had power play goals, Austin 
Czarnik opened the scoring, and Andrew Copp had a crucial third period 
goal, while goaltender Ville Husso, who got both starts over the weekend, 
stopped 31 shots. 

The victory ended a three-game winless streak for the Wings (12-7-5), 
who opened a four-game road trip. 

"It was a real good start for us," Husso said. "Exactly what we wanted. 
When they came back, we still had energy to push and make it 4-2. It 
was a big goal (Copp's) for us." 

Columbus cut the Wings' lead to 3-2 just 1:58 into the third period when 
Johnny Gaudreau wheeled behind the net and found former Michigan 
star Kent Johnson near the hashmarks for Johnson's sixth goal. 

The Wings appeared to restore the two-goal lead thanks to Dylan Larkin. 
But Larkin's goal was nixed for the Wings being offsides, keeping the 
score 3-2 Wings and maintaining all the momentum toward the Blue 
Jackets. 

Copp did regain the two-goal lead, 4-2, though soon after, scoring his 
third goal on a bad angle shot past goaltender Joonas Korpisalo at 6:08 
of the third period. 

Lalonde liked the way the Wings handled the final 20 minutes. 

"When they got to 3-2, it was exciting for us as a staff, we had a real 
good six or seven minutes of hockey and we got the fourth goal," Lalonde 
said. "It was a little sign of maturity. I don't know in the past if we'd handle 
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that situation as well. Our game was fine, we got a little open in the 
second (period), they got to 3-2 and we did a pretty good job with it." 

Czarnik got the Wings rolling with his second goal as a Wing. Olli Maatta 
made a good play to keep the puck in the zone, and fed Jonatan 
Berggren along the boards. Berggren skated down and snapped a shot 
toward the net that Czarnik, skating through, deflected past Korpisalo at 
6:34 of the first period. 

"Anytime you can keep the play alive it helps out," said Czarnik of 
Maatta's key play. "Bergy got the puck and I went to the net, and he 
made a good pass to me. We needed a good start and we did, so it was 
good." 

Husso made a fine save, frustrating Boone Jenner on a redirect right in 
front of the crease, keeping the game 1-0 shortly after Czarnik's goal. 

The save proved beneficial as the Wings quickly built on the lead, with 
Kubalik scoring his 10th goal, a one-timer from the right dot on a feed 
from Filip Hronek, at 17:36 of the first period. 

The power play kept humming in the second period for the Wings. With 
Columbus on an endless parade to the penalty box, on a Wings' two-man 
advantage, Hronek fed Raymond near the post, who redirected the puck 
past goaltender Korpisalo for Raymond's eighth goal (and first in 10 
games) at 7:03. 

"We need the power play, we're not built to score four or five goals," 
Lalonde said. "You see it at times, we struggle with five-on-five offense, 
but now we turn a 1-0 first period which we played well, into 2-0 (with a 
power play goal)> It was a big difference in the game." 

Columbus narrowed the lead on its first power play. 

Marcus Bjork notched his second goal with a blast from the high slot at 
16:10, cutting the Wings' lead to 3-1. 

The victory was the second this season for the Wings over the struggling 
Jackets (8-13-2), continuing a trend of the Wings having success against 
teams outside of the playoff picture but struggling themselves against 
playoff caliber teams. 

The last three games of this road trip, against Tampa, Florida and Dallas, 
are against teams with playoff aspirations. 

"You look at our track record, and it's only a small sample size, but there 
is a cutoff statistic getting to those seven, eight, nine elite teams, we 
haven't fared well against them," Lalonde said. "We want to take some 
steps forward and that's the next step, being able to compete with, and 
against those teams." 
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Red Wings goalie Alex Nedeljkovic sits, waits for next opportunity to 
shake slump 

 

TED KULFAN 

 

Columbus — Ville Husso is getting the start in net Sunday for the Red 
Wings again. 

It's the back end of a back-to-back, on the road, not even a full 24 hours 
difference, but it's Husso starting — and Alex Nedeljkovic watching. 

"It was a tough decision because of the back-to-back, but the 
combination of how Ville played last night and the fact he didn't see a 
whole lot (of shots against), as far as load management, it wasn't a 
hugely straining game," coach Derek Lalonde said. 

Which means Nedeljkovic will sit, as he's done often lately. 

Nedeljkovic has only started one of the last nine games (he also relieved 
Husso once in that span), and three of the last 15 games. He started 
Wednesday's game against Buffalo, a 5-4 shootout loss. Nedeljkovic 
started poorly but bounced back to stop 30 of 34 shots and keep the 
Wings in the game. 

But with a 2-3-2 record, a 3.97 goals-against average and .880 save 
percentge, Nedeljkovic's struggles right now make it difficult to play him, 
while the Wings aim to stay in early-season playoff contention. 

"It's up to him to play his way out of it," Lalonde said. "We need Ned at 
his best and have two goalies going, especially with the way this season 
(schedule), it's on him. We're going to fully support him and get him in 
again (into a game). 

"It's just on him to perform." 

Nedeljkovic was 20-24-9 last season with a 3.31 GAA and .901 SVS, and 
four shutouts. Nedeljkovic, himself, took over the starting position over 
Thomas Greiss the first half of the season. But the heavy workload may 
have tired Nedeljkovic the second half, as his performance was more 
inconsistent. 

Consistency has been an issue from the beginning this season, with lack 
of confidence possibly seeping into the equation lately. 

"It's getting to that point now," Lalonde said. "There's been a lot of goals 
in there that he would want back. Even on his saves, he just looks like 
he's battling a bit. I do think there's a mental part of it and like any athlete 
in any position, just battle your way out of it. Alex is in the midst of it." 

Road warrior 

Forward Austin Czarnik, recalled from Grand Rapids earlier in the week 
to replace Tyler Bertuzzi (upper-body), is obviously enjoying his time with 
the Wings. 

Czarnik is a Washington Township native who attended Romeo High 
School, and still has family and friends in the area. Czarnik is also 
pleased to be able to be staying in his Metro Detroit residence rather, 
than commute to Grand Rapids. 

"It's been hectic for sure," said Czarnik, whose family has continued to 
live in southeast Michigan. "We're making it work and we're happy to be 
given this opportunity. We could have been in the AHL the whole year 
and not get the opportunity, so we're very fortunate for this opportunity 
and taking it day by day." 

Czarnik has a place in Grand Rapids that he uses around game days, or 
a busy Griffins' home schedule. 

"I just bounce back and forth," Czarnik said "On days off I go home, after 
a game day, the next day I'll go home. Nothing too crazy." 

This is the second time the Wings have recalled Czarnik, who Lalonde 
feels is a valuable asset. 

"Very valuable," Lalonde said. "We don't get to see these guys every day 
(in Grand Rapids), but we trust Austin, we him. He understands our 
culture and gets along with the guys. Just plug him in easily. It's very 
important to have a guy that can come up seamlessly." 

Czarnik has been playing on a line with Jonatan Berggren and Joe 
Veleno. The line has been effective in limited minutes, with Veleno and 
Berggren having chemistry from last season in Grand Rapids and 
Czarnik and Berggren playing together during several games with the 
Griffins this season. 

"(Berggren is) a good player," Czarnik said. "We have been good when 
we're moving our feet and creating energy and making plays. That's what 
you need out of the fourth line." 

Ice chips 
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Dylan Larkin’s assist Saturday was the 228th of his NHL career, passing 
Marcel Dionne for sole possession of 22nd place on the Wings' all-time 
list. 

… Russ Baumann, the Wings' physical therapist and assistant athletic 
trainer, worked his 1,500th professional hockey game Saturday. 
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Power play sparks Red Wings past Blue Jackets to end slide 

 

By The Associated Press 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Dominik Kubalik and Lucas Raymond scored 
power-play goals and the Detroit Red Wings beat the Columbus Blue 
Jackets 4-2 on Sunday night to end a three-game losing streak. 

Austin Czarnik and Andrew Copp also scored, Filip Hronek, David Perron 
and Olli Maatta each had two assists and Ville Husso stopped 30 shots. 

Detroit was 2 of 5 on power plays. 

Marcus Bjork and Kent Johnson scored for Columbus, which has lost 
four straight at home. Boone Jenner had two assists and Joonas 
Korpisalo stopped 31 shots. 

Czarnik started the scoring at 6:34 of the first, redirecting a centering 
pass from Jonatan Berggren. 

Kubalik next made it 2-0 with a power-play goal off a one-timer from the 
right circle with 2:24 left in the period. Raymond beat Korpisalo from just 
outside the crease at 7:03 of the second, with eight seconds left on a 
two-man advantage. 

Bjork put Columbus on the board with a power-play goal from between 
the circles late in the second. 

Johnson’s goal 1:58 into the third period pulled Columbus within one, but 
Copp roofed a shot from Korpisalo’s stick side to extend Detroit’s lead to 
4-2 at 6:08. 

UP NEXT 

Red Wings: At Tampa Bay Tuesday night. 
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How to Watch the Detroit Red Wings vs. Columbus Blue Jackets - NHL 
(12/4/22) | Channel, Stream, Preview 

 

By Tyler Kuehl  

 

Coming out of a five-game homestand, the Detroit Red Wings have no 
time to rest, as they are back on the road Sunday night in the state to the 
South, as they prepare to take on the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

In the final contest in their stretch of home games, the Red Wings could 
not pull out a win against the top team in the Western Conference, the 
Vegas Golden Knights. Detroit ended up going 2-2-1 in the homestand, 
losing their last three games. With the tough spell of games, the Wings 
have fallen out of a playoff spot, currently sitting one point back of 
Atlantic Division rival Florida for the second Wild Card spot. Detroit will 

try and win their third game on the road in a row, improving on their 6-7-1 
mark away from LCA. 

The Blue Jackets have been in rough shape as we head toward the 
holidays. While they had limited expectations, despite the big off-season 
acquisition of offensive weapon Johnny Gaudreau, Columbus is sitting at 
the bottom of the Eastern Conference with 18 points, good for fourth-
worst in the NHL. They did have a respectable month of November, 
given how things started in the opening month of the season, going 4-5-
2. They continued their positive play on Friday night, picking up a 4-1 win 
over the Winnipeg Jets. 

In the first of three meetings a few weeks ago, the Red Wings hammered 
the Blue Jackets at Nationwide, coming away with a 6-1 win. 

Check out more stories about the Detroit Red Wings here on MLive 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Detroit Red Wings (11-7-5) vs. Columbus Blue Jackets (8-12-2) 

When: Sunday, December 4 

Time: 6 p.m. ET 

Where: Nationwide Arena (Columbus, Ohio) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit Extra 

Stream: DirecTV Stream 

Michigan Live LOADED: 12.05.2022 

1261597 Websites 

 

Tony Reali on life, grief, empathy and two decades of ‘Around the Horn’ 

 

Stephen J. Nesbitt 

29-36 minutes 05/12/2022 

 

NEW YORK — On a warm autumn morning, Tony Reali settles into a 
window seat at a cafe across the street from Brooklyn Bridge Park, still 
smiling from school drop-off. It’s 4-year-old Enzo’s first day of 
kindergarten. A sign at the school suggested parents ease separation 
anxiety by being as boring as possible at dropoff. Reali’s wife, Samiya, 
nudged him: “That’s for you.” Reali is many things; he is not boring. The 
children in Enzo’s class know this, so there they were, engines revved, 
when he walked in. To them, and to hundreds of other kids in the 
borough of Brooklyn, Enzo’s dad isn’t Mr. Reali. His name is Tony 
Bologna Macaroni Pepperoni Guacamole Banana Ravioli Pizza. 

Reali considers it the highest compliment when another parent thinks he 
works at the school. Years ago, before they had three children in tow 
(Francesca is now 8, Enzo, 4, and Antonella, 1), he and Samiya took a 
personality test that predicted a career path. Samiya’s results said she’d 
be a global business leader. Reali’s said kindergarten teacher. “I was 
like, they got me,” he says, beaming. 

It’s 10:30 a.m. at the cafe when Reali orders a black coffee and joins a 
daily pre-show call with the producers and panelists of “Around the Horn” 
— the weekday ESPN roundtable show with a mute button, a scoring 
system and a gregarious host who pinch-hit one day and never left. Reali 
has grown up on TV over the past two decades. He was 23 when he 
became the sidekick “Stat Boy” for Tony Kornheiser and Michael Wilbon 
on “Pardon the Interruption.” He was 25 when he started hosting “Around 
the Horn.” Now he’s 44, a husband, a father, a part of the furniture on 
ESPN as “Around the Horn” marks its 20th anniversary. “Things aren’t 
allowed to last that long,” writes friend and former ESPN host Dan Le 
Batard in an email. “He helms one of the most successful sports shows in 
the history of this medium, whether people know it or not.” 
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A one-hour “Around the Horn” special, hosted by Reali and featuring 
many current and former panelists, will air at 7 p.m. Dec. 13 on ESPN. 

Over the years, “Around the Horn” has evolved from a barrage of 
bombastic debate into a smarter show where banter and nuance can 
coexist, and Reali has developed from a facilitator, a pass-first point 
guard, into a host whose voice and vulnerability have made a glorified 
game show into a refreshingly genuine space. 

Colleagues applaud Reali’s instincts as host — to entertain yet 
empathize, humanize, contextualize. They rave about his motor. “He is 
the most energetic person on the planet,” ESPN writer and host Pablo 
Torre says. They tease his long-windedness. “If you’re recording, bring 
batteries,” panelist Israel Gutierrez says. They marvel at his enthusiasm. 
“He grabs life with both hands at every turn,” says producer Matt Kelliher. 
And they praise his authenticity. 

Recently, someone asked Jackie MacMullan, a former Boston Globe 
columnist and original “Around the Horn” panelist, about Reali: “What’s 
with that guy, dressed in all black? He’s trying too hard.” MacMullan 
replied, “No he’s not. He’s being who he is. You can be mad at him for 
being flippant. You can think he’s irreverent. You can think all those 
things. But I’m telling you, he’s the most decent person I’ve ever met in 
our business. The person you’re watching is real.” 

Back at the Brooklyn cafe, Reali is wearing a black T-shirt, black slacks 
and black sneakers. He wears black every day as a tribute to his son, 
Amadeo, Enzo’s twin, who was stillborn. “It’s how I felt I needed to 
process losing somebody I was expecting and planning to have in my life 
forever,” he says, and it’s part of his promise to always keep Amadeo 
present — even at a time when the thought that’s popping up is that 
there should be two boys starting kindergarten today. 

“Those days changed my life,” Reali says of losing Amadeo. “They 
changed how I continue to talk. They changed how I feel about being a 
TV host — stopped being so obsessed with sports and started focusing 
more on the humanity of sports. I still love games. But I see something 
more than I used to see.” 

Reali brings up DJ Reed, the Jets defensive back who two days prior 
intercepted a pass late in a blowout loss, dropped to his knees at midfield 
and raised his arms to the sky. The celebration, with his team badly 
behind, was ridiculed. After the game, Reed explained he was honoring 
his father, who had died that morning. The impulse tweets and takes had 
missed the real story. 

“These are the types of things that inform me every day on the show,” 
Reali says. “I know what the business can be, and I know what we can 
aspire to be.” 

For now, on the pre-show call, Reali has muted his line. Aaron Solomon, 
coordinating producer of “Around the Horn,” is running point. A younger 
Reali wanted a hand in each part of the production. He says he was 
trying to be Martin Scorsese directing “Goodfellas” in 21 minutes, 45 
seconds each weekday: “I lived and died with every show.” But 
maintaining that level of control was more complicated once Reali moved 
to New York in 2014 — the show is still produced out of Washington, 
D.C. — and it wasn’t healthy for him. He’d come home in the evenings 
wired, the dial always turned to 11. 

“And a Reali 11,” he says, “is most people’s 20.” 

For most of his life, Reali saw his perpetual energy as a superpower — 
his answer to the imposter syndrome setting in at each rung of the 
sports-media ladder, and his explanation for how a kid who was once 
taken off the air at his college radio station, WFUV at Fordham 
University, because his accent and delivery were wrong could wind up 
here. 

It was Reali’s persistence that got him back on the air. He was not a 
natural, despite what his parents, Joe and Madelyn, told him as a young 
boy in Marlboro, N.J., calling Yankees play-by-play on a wooden spoon. 
But Reali worked with a voice coach to tame his Staten Island accent and 
polish his delivery, and he got another chance at WFUV calling Fordham 

basketball and football. Then, for three glorious summers during college, 
Reali was WFUV’s Yankees reporter. “The first dream job of the million 
dream jobs I’ve had,” he says. It coincided with the Yankees’ World 
Series three-peat, from 1998 to 2000. Along the way, between filing 
reports from champagne-soaked clubhouses and riding the media float in 
ticker-tape parades, Reali found his voice. He was smart. He spoke with 
authority. And he was unafraid to express himself. 

“For some reason, this kid had a way of saying things that resonated,” 
says Bob Ahrens, who mentored Reali at WFUV. “It was uncanny.” 

It was Reali’s hustle that got him to ESPN. After graduating from 
Fordham, he immediately took two jobs: writing Channel 11 sportscasts, 
and researching for the sports trivia show “2 Minute Drill.” Then, in 
October 2001, he walked into an interview for a researcher role with 
“Pardon the Interruption,” wearing a suit and a skeptical look, and said, 
“Explain how this isn’t just going to be a radio show.” It was a fair ask. 
ESPN was betting viewers would find Kornheiser and Wilbon’s chemistry 
infectious, like two uncles debating the sports news of the day. And they 
did. The show remains a massive success. One day early on, a few 
George Washington freshmen asked to attend a live taping at the Atlantic 
Video studios. They sat in a back corner, and Kornheiser — astonished 
that the show had fans — asked them, “Is this some kind of fraternity 
prank?!” (One of the students, Josh Bard, is now a producer for “Around 
the Horn.”) 

Reali emerged not only as the show’s researcher but also as “Stat Boy,” 
showing up at the end of each show to add errors and omissions. Just 
like that, a few seconds per show, Reali became an ESPN regular. 

And it was Reali’s industriousness, plus a heavy dose of good fortune, 
that made him the host of “Around the Horn.” During the halftime show of 
Super Bowl XXXVIII on Feb. 1, 2004, Reali’s phone rang with a last-
minute request. “Around the Horn” host Max Kellerman’s contract was 
up, and ESPN needed a temporary replacement while the sides 
negotiated. “I was just a person around in D.C.,” Reali says. He was in 
the right place at the perfect time: the next day was the biggest show of 
the year. 

Even after Kellerman left for Fox Sports, Reali expected a more 
established ESPN host to relieve him. No one did. “Those first few 
weeks, I was just trying not to screw up,” he says. Once the job was 
officially his, Reali wasn’t going to let it get away. He was incessantly 
upbeat. And he didn’t take a day of vacation for his first seven years as 
host — even the day he and Samiya awoke to flames and their D.C. 
apartment building burning down — because “it could be Lou Gehrig and 
Wally Pipp at any moment,” he says. “That doesn’t mean you’re not 
respected. It’s just a reality.” 

Now, Reali’s daily commute is a four-minute ferry ride across the East 
River from Brooklyn. He has hosted “Around the Horn” for almost 19 
years. “He doesn’t feel threatened anymore,” Solomon says, laughing. 
Gutierrez adds, “Max starting it off is kind of a footnote these days. It’s 
Tony’s show.” Standing on the stern of the ferry, Reali points out ESPN’s 
South Street Seaport Studios at Pier 17. His grandfathers were close 
friends as kids on the Lower East Side. They both dropped out of high 
school to unload bananas off boats at Pier 17. Reali now works there, 
too, out of Studio 2 on the second floor. 

Reali on his morning commute. (Stephen Nesbitt / The Athletic) 

From as far back as he can remember, Reali wanted to be two things: a 
sportscaster and a father. He told anyone who would listen that he 
wanted to have a big family. 

Then he and Samiya discovered it wasn’t so simple. They met in 2001 
when Reali went out with a buddy to Buffalo Billiards, a pool and beer 
hall in D.C.’s Dupont Circle, and realized he’d been roped into a double 
date. Samiya wasn’t his date; she was their server. They’ve been 
together ever since. They married in the Virgin Islands, honeymooned in 
France and then, for six years, tried to get pregnant. They went through 
rounds of fertility treatments. They waited. They tried again. A doctor told 
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them they had less than a 1 percent chance of conceiving a child 
naturally. “It was a really damning thing,” Reali says. 

Francesca came naturally, between rounds of in-vitro fertilization. As 
Samiya held their miracle child for the first time, Reali determined he’d do 
whatever it took to make every day together the best day yet. “I wanted 
to be dad of the year,” he says. “I was so blissfully happy. I was trying to 
approach life like I approached ‘Around the Horn’ shoots. Trying to give it 
everything.” 

That’s when Reali, over the moon and unknowingly over his head, 
learned that his nonstop energy was something that needed to be 
managed. 

One Sunday afternoon in September 2015, Samiya, who works in 
emerging markets in developing countries, was on a three-week work trip 
to Nigeria. Reali put 1-year-old Francesca in her crib for a nap and 
settled in to read a book. The book, “True Story: Murder, Memoir, Mea 
Culpa,” was about a father who murdered his wife and children. A heavy 
read. Reali set the book aside and scrolled Twitter instead. He saw a 
headline about a similar tragedy. It spooked and staggered him. 
Suddenly, Reali’s mind whirred with intrusive thoughts about fatherhood. 
His heartbeat fluttered. He’d never had an anxiety attack before, so he 
thought he was having a heart attack. 

Francesca slept that night; her father didn’t. The unnerving thoughts and 
heart palpitations continued. Reali phoned a postpartum helpline in the 
middle of the night, but no one answered after-hours. He paced back and 
forth. He Googled his symptoms and read page after page of results — 
not so much doom-scrolling WebMD, he says, as searching for comfort 
that he wasn’t losing his mind. In the morning, he handed off Francesca 
to his mother-in-law and headed to work. He called the postpartum 
helpline again and spoke to someone who guided him back to steady 
ground. Reali hosted “Around the Horn” that day and then, for the first 
time, went to see a therapist. (He’d go again the next day, and the next, 
and the next.) 

Unpacking it all later, Reali realized his anxiety had been bubbling 
beneath the surface for a while and had shown up only sporadically, like 
the previous week when he had an episode of transient amnesia. He’d 
had a full plate but kept adding to it. He was watching Francesca while 
his wife was away; shooting “Around the Horn” five days per week; and 
on call each weekend for “Good Morning America,” which he had joined 
as a social-media correspondent after leaving “Pardon the Interruption.” It 
had seemed like a natural progression, adding morning TV alongside 
“Around the Horn,” but the role was unclear and the segments sporadic. 
He was grappling with failure on that front. But more than that, Reali 
says, the anxiety came as a manifestation of being a father — “because 
it meant so much to me,” because he hadn’t learned to say no, because 
every day had to be the best. 

Since being diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder, Reali has 
shared openly about his experience on air and on social media. To this 
day, strangers message him on Twitter about mental health or infertility 
or grief, and Reali sends back pages and pages of thoughts. “Why would 
I stop giving a window into that?” he says. Perhaps one of Reali’s most 
profound moments on “Around the Horn” was a monologue about former 
NBA player Delonte West, whose private demons have been broadcast 
publicly numerous times in recent years. 

Reali also advocates strongly for talk therapy. Without it, he’s not sure 
how he would have survived what came next for him and Samiya: more 
trying, more fertility treatments, a positive pregnancy test, and then Enzo 
and Amadeo. There’s no way parents can be prepared to lose a child, 
but Reali felt he was able to process it only because of what he’d worked 
through in therapy. 

Samiya was 7 1/2 months pregnant with the twins when she and Reali 
went into the office for an ultrasound. Reali remembers chatting with the 
nurses and the ultrasound technician, then realizing after a while he was 
the only one talking. The room was silent. “That’s the moment it hits you,” 
Reali says. “Everyone’s quiet for a reason. They’re worried for the kids.” 

Samiya was rushed to the hospital for an emergency cesarean section. 
The doctors delivered Amadeo first. Reali held his son, wrapped in a 
swaddle, and touched his tiny feet. Doctors would later determine 
Amadeo’s intestines had ruptured in utero. Enzo came next and was 
whisked to the neonatal intensive care unit for monitoring. Then Reali 
rushed home to talk to Francesca. She’d been waiting excitedly for 
months for her twin brothers to come home. 

The ensuing days in the hospital are a black hole in Reali’s memory. He 
was crushed by the duality, the dissonance of grief and joy present in 
that moment: holding a healthy child in the NICU, and writing a eulogy for 
another. He and Samiya would never bring Amadeo home, and yet they 
felt like they knew him in some small way. They had felt his kicks for 
months before birth. They had held him in their arms. After delivering the 
eulogy at a memorial mass for Amadeo, Reali told Samiya he thought he 
should share about losing Amadeo on the air. Samiya agreed. If their 
pain could help others who are hurting, it would be worthwhile, in a way. 
First, though, Reali took time off. He told a friend: “I just want to hug my 
kids and be away for a bit.” 

Heartened by Father’s Day wishes. 

In recognition that this day like all things in life could mean different 
things to different people -parent and child, positive and negative-I’d like 
to speak here about fathers who’ve experienced loss. 

Reali returned to “Around the Horn” the day after Father’s Day. He wore 
black. 

“Here’s where I am today,” he said then. “Grief is part of humanity. Grief 
is proof of humanity. Parents dealing with loss, or anyone dealing with 
loss, meet yourselves where you are. Give voice to your feelings. Young 
men and women watching, this can be how you grieve. Don’t bury your 
heart. Keep it on the outside. And look to other people, because 
humanity can lift us.” 

Outside Studio 2, Reali opens a hallway closet to reveal a row of black 
jackets with a shelf of black sneakers below. He pulls on a jacket, steps 
inside the studio and greets the panelists shown on the video screen: 
Israel Gutierrez, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; Sarah Spain, in Chicago; David 
Dennis Jr., in Atlanta; and Bob Ryan, in Boston. Associate producer 
Caroline Willett informs the panelists that this is show No. 4,454 in 
“Around the Horn” history. The number draws a laugh from Ryan. He was 
on show No. 1 on Nov. 4, 2002. 

“Around the Horn” has changed considerably since then. It initially was 
more aggressive and argumentative. At the time, MacMullan — then a 
Boston Globe columnist, like Ryan — had a busy work life and young 
kids at home. She was already taping “The Sports Reporters” on 
weekends, and she found herself thinking “Around the Horn” wasn’t 
worth her time. “I was like, this is bad for me,” she says. “The shouting. 
The insults. The slapstick, almost. I thought, I’m a journalist. I don’t want 
to lose my journalistic integrity.” 

After a Spurs shootaround one day, head coach Gregg Popovich told 
MacMullan, “I like the Sunday morning show. You should lose the other 
one.” So, for a few years, she did. 

There’s a scene from “30 Rock” that everyone involved with “Around the 
Horn” knows. In it, Tracy Jordan (Tracy Morgan) references his regular 
appearances on the fictional show “Sports Shouting.” The scene cuts to a 
quad-box shot. Three panelists are talking over each other, and Jordan is 
just shouting. It is, undeniably, a spoof of “Around the Horn.” “I take it as 
a point of pride that anything I’ve been involved in has been parodied on 
30 Rock,” Torre says. 

Sports Shouting is what “Around the Horn” might look like if you were 
watching an episode on mute at a bar. 

“You’d think to yourself, what are these gasbags gas-bagging about?” 
Torre says. “Which is a fair instinct, to be clear. There is gas-bagging. 
But what the show has become in the 10 years I’ve been doing it is one 
that actually prides itself on gathering people who have incisive, 
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thoughtful and personal things to contribute to the conversation around 
sports. It’s quietly subversive. 

“You start with this premise that it’s a game show, then you fill it with 
people who occasionally have profound things to confess about how they 
feel about sports.” 

There was a time when “Around the Horn” went to commercials with 
outro videos of Jessica Alba and Britney Spears dancing. “I could not 
host that show anymore,” Reali says. There was a time when the show 
was more likely to veer away from a difficult topic than to steer into one 
simply because it didn’t fit the show’s original format of binary arguments 
— A or B, yes or no, this or that. Now, the show pulls no punches. It has 
introduced non-scored segments for topics “with nuance and resonance 
and no easy answers,” creator Erik Rydholm explains in an email. While 
the show’s top priority is to entertain, Reali encourages the panelists to 
talk about what matters to them, even if there’s no natural segue. “He’s 
always made sure, and increasingly so, there’s space to get a really 
important message in on our show,” says panelist J.A. Adande. 

There also was a time when “Around the Horn” contestants were a 
homogenous cast of columnists — a handful of White men and 
MacMullan. In the early days, MacMullan says, she kept telling the 
show’s creators, “Guys, there are more women out there than just me. 
There are plenty of women who can do this.’” She suggested names, to 
no avail. MacMullan eventually returned to the show, at Reali’s and 
Solomon’s request, and saw a more diverse cast beginning to fill in 
around her. This was no accident. Reali wanted panelists to be smart 
and entertaining, but also be people with varying experiences and 
perspectives. He scouted young writers and radio hosts who had 
something to say — such as Bomani Jones, Mina Kimes, Kate Fagan 
and Torre — and whose backgrounds hadn’t been represented on the 
show. The staff roster grew deeper and more diverse. “It rode the wave, 
in a good way, and not just in a tokenist way,” says panelist Clinton 
Yates, who is Black. 

Solomon now has a roster of more than 20 active panelists. 

But on this day, inside Studio 2, it’s Bob Ryan, a founding father of 
“Around the Horn,” who wins. As Ryan — who was once a guest on 
Reali’s college radio show at Fordham; just like Reali was later a guest 
on Yates’ college radio show at Miami (Ohio) — delivers his FaceTime 
thoughts, Reali crumples a piece of paper (a leftover scrap from “First 
Take”) and lobs it at the camera. Then he walks out, hangs his jacket in 
the hallway closet and heads for home. 

There’s a 33-second voicemail from Reali on Torre’s phone that he has 
saved for nine years. Torre was standing on a sidewalk in Williamsburg 
when his phone rang Oct. 23, 2013 — a few weeks after he was hired by 
ESPN, and the day before his “Around the Horn” debut. He froze. He 
knew Reali would be calling but was too nervous to pick up. He listened 
to the voicemail instead. Reali’s voice boomed, “PABLO TORRE,” and 
warmly welcomed him to the show. 

“The term ‘host’ is a term of art in our business,” Torre says. “It describes 
what you do on camera. But for Tony there is the (sense that) ‘I am the 
guy in this giant, mixed-up Italian American family that is “Around the 
Horn,” and I want to make you feel like you belong here.’ He is going to 
go out of his way to make you comfortable. That started literally from 
moment zero.” 

Reali phones each new panelist before their first show. (When he called 
Yates, years after being on his college radio show, they talked for two 
hours.) Reali is mostly calling to deliver a pep talk. “They’re on frickin’ 
‘Around the Horn,’” he says. “They watched that show when they were 
11. Their mother and father need to know I’m going to take care of them, 
treat them with respect, but also ce-le-brate them.” Reali likes to 
reference Patrick Beverley’s over-the-top celebration — jumping on the 
scorer’s table, throwing his jersey into the stands — after winning a play-
in game this spring. “Are we in our lives ever allowed to celebrate like 
that?” Reali asks. “We have all accomplished wonderful things.” 

This, in a nutshell, is Reali, a man so earnest even his clichés scan as 
sincere. He likes to say, “I love to talk, and I talk to love.” He drops into a 
monologue about the “our” at the center of “encourage” at a moment’s 
notice. He engages with critics on Twitter — about “Around the Horn,” 
about his Catholic faith, about anything — and retweets his replies 
because he wants to show his 735,000 followers you can respond to 
someone in a way that leads with giving grace. Reali once felt so bad 
about a joke he made on air about NFL quarterback Mitch Trubisky that 
he apologized publicly and donated to a cause Trubisky supports. “The 
internet, as you may have noticed, is cynical and sarcastic and layered 
with so much irony such that the people involved don’t have to feel 
anything anymore,” Torre says. “Tony wants to feel everything.” 

“He’s just one of the kindest people I’ve ever met,” MacMullan says. 

“Find someone who has worked with him in 20 years who has a bad 
thing to say about him,” Le Batard writes. “I defy you.” 

“It would be easy for someone to read (about him) and be like, ‘OK, so 
he’s a cool dude. That’s nice,’” Fagan says. “But it’s very different than 
that. Even as someone who works in words, I don’t quite know what to 
say to you to convey Tony. There is no one else like him that I have 
encountered in this business.” 

Reali’s energy and infectious positivity are his trademark characteristics, 
on the air and off, but those close to him say his calling card is his 
empathy. They offer one example after another of Reali going out of his 
way to help. 

Like when Fagan’s father, Chris, was diagnosed with ALS around the 
time she went on “Late Night with Trevor Noah” to promote her first book, 
“What Made Maddy Run.” Reali waited with Fagan in the green room 
before the taping, then he and Samiya hosted Fagan’s family and friends 
that evening. When Fagan’s father died, Reali drove to Albany, N.Y., for 
the funeral. He had a show the next day, and he doesn’t drink, but he 
stayed for the Irish wake and didn’t leave until the last toast was raised in 
the early hours of the morning. 

“Tony holds a really special place in my heart,” Fagan says. “In every 
business, people say they’re about those things. But when that afternoon 
comes when you have to drive to Albany and you’re not going to be 
home until 1 in the morning, you cut it short. That’s not Tony.” 

Like when Gutierrez came out publicly as gay a week before his 
wedding, and told his “Around the Horn” colleagues, somewhat 
sheepishly, they were welcome to attend the wedding. Reali and Bard, 
the producer, showed up. They danced with Gutierrez’s sisters all night 
long. Gutierrez remembers reading a four-page handwritten letter from 
Reali afterward: “It had me in tears.” Later, when that marriage was 
falling apart and Gutierrez didn’t know who to turn to, he phoned Reali for 
support. “I could have called anybody,” Gutierrez says. “I called him.” 

Or like when Le Batard was on “Pardon the Interruption” for the first time, 
and “Stat Boy” showed him the ropes. “I was nervous and didn’t know 
how to fit in and was probably hiding that,” Le Batard writes. “And he 
went out of his way to help me, the way a host would treat you in his 
home. He probably doesn’t remember it because he did it for everybody. 
But it isn’t something I’ll forget.” 

Over the years, “Around the Horn” has become a de facto feeder 
program for other ESPN shows, and in that way Reali’s impact is felt 
across the network. Reali is proud of that, thrilled that the show has been 
a launching pad for the careers of many current and former ESPNers. 

But, for Reali, that requires a celebration of a different sort. That’s not the 
Patrick Beverley moment, he says. That’s the last scene of “Good Will 
Hunting” — Chuckie waiting at Will’s doorstep and realizing his buddy 
has left for good, gone chasing a dream. It’s a misty-eyed happy. 

Earlier this year, Reali turned on the TV and saw basketball analyst 
Monica McNutt on the NBA All-Star Game broadcast. McNutt hadn’t 
been a panelist on “Around the Horn” in months — moving on, moving 
up. 
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“That’s the ‘Good Will Hunting’ moment,” Reali says. “You have to be 
happy for your friend, for the person you believe in.” 

Walking to Pier 11 to catch a ferry back to Brooklyn, Reali is asked how 
he decompresses. He shrugs and smiles. He struggles with that. Reali 
pulls a pair of orange-tinted sunglasses from his fanny pack. They 
provide a perpetual sunset. That’s one technique he uses to relax. It’s 
hard to unwind when the kids are awake — he’s busy being the life of the 
playdate — but he plays piano and drums, listens to music and, after the 
kids are in bed, he sits beside the windows overlooking the East River to 
watch the water, the lights of Manhattan and the fading sunset. 

Lately, Reali has been focused on finding balance. It isn’t in his nature. 
For example, he used to do high-intensity training five days per week, 
and he craved the collapse at the end of each workout. Now he knows 
that’s not a wise workout plan for someone with high anxiety and endless 
energy; he was pulling muscles crossing the street because his body was 
wound so tightly. Now, Reali trains with Functional Patterns, a program 
focused on posture and balance. 

“I want things in my life to breathe a little more,” he says. 

For now, Reali has a full plate and isn’t trying to heap more on top. 

The sun is arcing low in the sky as Reali steps onto the ferry, and the 
conversation turns to his children again. Before he had kids, Reali would 
go to weddings and write in his card to the happy couple: Have kids — 
lots of them! He doesn’t write that any longer. Now he understands that 
parenting, for many, can be a painful journey. Back when he was writing 
that, Reali says, “I was overjoyed for their wedding, and not realizing at 
that moment, in my maturity, that, A) people should rightfully have 
different views about it; B) may have issues, like we had issues 
conceiving; and, C) may have something like (losing Amadeo) happen.” 

The arrival of Antonella last year was a beautiful surprise. 

“Never thought I’d be back in that (delivery) room,” Reali says. 

We have been blessed beyond our wildest dreams: 

Welcome to the world Antonella Reali! 

Samiya is well and Francesca and Enzo can’t wait to meet their new 
partner for life! 

He and Samiya hold their children closely, the way parents do when they 
know the pain of burying one. One reason they chose the name Amadeo 
is that it’s not a name one often stumbles upon accidentally, on store 
signs or class rosters. Still, every so often, seeing a double stroller or a 
set of twins brings a wave of sadness. 

Stepping off the ferry, Reali is back in Brooklyn Bridge Park — a block 
from home and the three children waiting to charge their father. The night 
before, Reali put the last touches on Enzo’s “Me Book,” a picture book 
each student keeps in their classroom during the school year to look at 
when they’re having a lonely day. Enzo’s book is filled with photos of his 
family and his favorite things. As he placed the photos, Reali couldn’t 
help but marvel at how much his little boy has grown already. 

“Parenting is every little day, every little minute, letting go just a little bit 
more,” he says. “That’s going to be challenging for me. I’ll never let go 
completely.” 
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I’m pretty good at denial. Those extra pounds I’ve recently added are 
probably muscle mass from that time I went to the gym in October, and 
the thinning hair on the back of my head is just because I’m sleeping on 
my pillow wrong. What can I tell you, I’m a Leafs fan, and refusal to face 
reality is kind of a must-have life skill. 

So it shouldn’t surprise you to know that there are a handful of stories 
unfolding around the league that I’m not quite buying … yet. In some 
cases, I’m close, maybe even a week or so away. In others, I’m staying 
stubborn. Remember, I spent all of last year completely convinced that 
the Golden Knights couldn’t miss the playoffs. Then again, I also wasn’t 
sold on the Ducks leading the Pacific into January. Sometimes, it’s better 
not to get out over your skis. 

For this week’s bonus top five, let’s run down five stories that I’m not sold 
on quite yet, ranked based on how strong the evidence proves that I’m 
wrong. 

Top five first-half realities I haven’t accepted yet 

5. Montreal as a middle-of-the-pack team — They won’t finish dead last 
for a second straight year, and Martin St. Louis deserves a ton of credit 
for leading them to a respectable 12-11-1 start. I’m just not sure how long 
it can continue. I agree with Arpon that the focus is on development over 
wins and losses, and that means that this season is already shaping up 
as a success. But it feels like the big comedown is right around the 
corner. 

4. The Panthers as a non-factor — This one’s a bit weird because I 
wasn’t a fan of their offseason coaching change from Andrew Brunette to 
Paul Maurice, so in that sense maybe I should be taking a premature 
victory lap. And no, they’re obviously not going to have another 120-point 
season, because you need absolutely everything to go right for that to 
happen. But a middle-of-the-road team that struggles to make the 
playoffs, looking to fend off teams like the Red Wings and Habs? No 
way. There’s too much talent here, and as they move towards the 
Spencer Knight era in goal, I think they start looking scary again. 

3. The Central Division as a three or four-team race — The standings say 
that the Jets and Stars are both better than the Avalanche, and the Wild 
are in the mix too. My rankings say otherwise, and have all year. Yes, the 
Jets looked dangerous in beating up the Ducks, and the Stars at least got 
a point out of an inspired comeback against Minnesota. If you’re a 
Winnipeg or Dallas fan, you could reasonably ask when you get to move 
ahead of Colorado in the top five. The answer: Not yet, because the Avs 
are still the Cup champs, and they’ve earned some early-season benefit 
of the doubt. For what it’s worth, the oddsmakers still agree with me, so if 
you’re going to yell at me make sure you find them too. 

2. The Rangers missing the playoffs — I get that it’s bad, we covered that 
last week, and since then we saw them blow a late lead to lose to Ottawa 
and then get thumped by the Hawks. This is a team that, in the words of 
their captain, needs to “wake the f— up”. I just don’t buy that they won’t, 
and that it won’t happen in time to still salvage a playoff spot in a Metro 
that’s not exactly slamming the door on them. 

1. The Kraken being this good — You know what, this one probably 
needs its own column someday soon. Stay tuned, Seattle fans. 

Off to this week’s rankings, and out of all the things I do know for sure, or 
at least think I know, or maybe might. Honestly, these are probably 
wrong too, but I’ll deny it. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

If you’re lucky enough to root for one of the good teams, be sure to check 
out Dom’s awards watch piece. It’s your chance to celebrate your team’s 
best players and/or be furious that they’re not all ranked at the top of the 
list for every award. 
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5. Carolina Hurricanes (14-6-5, +3 true goals differential*) — Four 
straight wins are enough to get them back into the top five, holding off a 
Maple Leafs team that will have a case if they ever figure out how to win 
an overtime game. The Hurricanes have only won five of their last 10, but 
they also have points in nine of their last 10, because this is the NHL and 
you get points for trying hard and having fun. They’re still on the road for 
the next three, including a chance to pick on the woeful Ducks tomorrow. 

4. New Jersey Devils (20-4-1, +36) — They lost again this week, which is 
always newsworthy with this team, although they still got a point in that 
one. The Hawks are up next, and then an interesting matchup with an 
Islanders team they haven’t faced since early in the season, before either 
team emerged as a Metro contender. 

Also, Devils fans: I owe you an apology. I’m sorry I didn’t list John Marino 
as a successful offseason move in last week’s column. Please stop 
pelting me with beer cans when I go out in public. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights (18-7-1, +22) — They’d been wobbling before 
beating the Red Wings on Saturday, with just one win in four games (and 
that one was a shootout, so it barely counts). How high you rank them 
might depend on whether you think they’re locked in at the top of the 
Pacific, or if you’re starting to worry about the Kraken. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (13-8-1, +12) — I’m still clinging to them, although 
they’re not making it easy. They lost to the Bruins this week, which 
everyone does so who cares. But they also lost to the Jets, who remain 
ahead of them in the Central standings. They’ve got a rematch with 
Boston coming later this week. 

1. Boston Bruins (19-3-0, +39) — The week served up three of the 
league’s best teams in Carolina, Tampa and Colorado. The result: Three 
Bruins wins, continuing a start that’s gone from “great” to “historically 
great.” The tough stretch of their schedule continues, with the Knights 
and that Avs rematch up next. We’ll see if the Bruins can bank four of 
four points, or if they completely collapse and have to settle for three. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Pittsburgh Penguins — If you followed this column last year, 
you might remember the running joke about how I couldn’t figure out the 
Penguins. I went into the season thinking they might be Cup contenders, 
but also seeing a possibility that their window would be slammed shut 
and they would plunge into long-term hopelessness. I bounced back and 
forth all year, never feeling confident enough to plant my flag. In the end, 
neither scenario really played out and the Penguins were fine, they made 
the playoffs with just over 100 points, and then lost a close series in the 
first round. 

Are they any easier to figure out this year? 

I’m not doing the schtick again, because I don’t recycle bits. (Please 
ignore all the times that I totally do that.) But the Penguins remain a 
tough team to figure out. They signaled that to us right away, in the first 
week of the season, when they beat the Lightning and lost to the Habs in 
a span of 48 hours. Go back even further into the offseason, and they 
looked like a team that wanted a fresh start but couldn’t quite bring 
themselves to do it, with Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang both headed to 
new homes in free agency until they suddenly weren’t. They’ve been in 
my top five, back in week two when they were 4-1-0. They lost seven 
straight immediately after. They’ve also had a five-game winning streak. 
They’ve beaten the Leafs and the Knights and have lost to the Sabres 
and Canucks, and spent Saturday stomping the Blues, which may be the 
only team that’s as hard to figure out. Sometimes it looks like Mike 
Sullivan is the best coach in the league, and sometimes they look like his 
players are trying to get him fired. 

Does anyone want to take a crack at explaining this? 

It’s possible that it’s not as complicated as I’m making it out to be. You 
could certainly make the case that the Penguins are just a talented but 
old team, one that’s in a race against diminishing returns but could still 
make the playoffs and be at least a reasonable threat when they got 

there. You could say that they need Sidney Crosby to still be elite, and he 
has been, and that they need at least a few of his older running mates 
like Malkin and Jeff Carter to be right there with him, and that hasn’t 
really happened so far. You could say that like most teams, a lot of it just 
rides on good goaltending, and that Tristan Jarry was bad during the 
losing streak but great before and after. Maybe that’s just it: Mediocre 
team wins when the goalie is hot, loses when he’s cold, and we’ll find out 
if that ends up being enough in a top-heavy East. 

The big news this week wasn’t about wins and losses, but the health of 
Kris Letang. The veteran defenseman suffered a stroke on Monday, and 
while the situation isn’t considered career-threatening at this point, the 
team says he’s out indefinitely. It’s obviously a scary situation, and here’s 
hoping he takes as much time as needed to get the best care he can 
before returning. 

If and when that happens, it’s hard to say what kind of Penguins team 
he’ll be coming back to. They might be safely holding down a playoff spot 
and they might be sniffing around the lottery. Pretty much the only sure 
thing is that I’ll be the last to figure it out. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

Look, I’m not saying that Jordan Binnington’s tough guy routine is out of 
control, but when Craig Berube thinks you’re spending too much time 
punching dudes, it’s possible that you’re spending too much time 
punching dudes. 

In Binnington’s defense, he does seem to know how to skate, which is 
more than we can say for certain other Blues goalies. 

5. Columbus Blue Jackets (8-13-2, -25) — Their win over the Jets was 
impressive. but last night’s loss to the Wings dropped them back under 
.400 and earns them this spot over the Flyers. I’d ask whether that could 
continue, but I wouldn’t want to be accused of asking dumb questions. 

In other news, Aaron reports that the concussion suffered by Jakub 
Voracek a month ago could be career-ending. 

4. San Jose Sharks (8-16-4, -19) — I had a few Sharks fans take issue 
with my decision to drop them out of the bottom five last week. That’s 
probably fair — no team has lost more games than the Sharks, and this 
week that includes dropping one to the Senators. Their next four bring 
the Sabres, Canucks, Ducks and Coyotes, so it’s a chance to either bank 
some points or really solidify their lottery odds. 

3. Chicago Blackhawks (7-13-4, -25) — They snapped their eight-game 
losing streak on Saturday, then immediately lost to the Islanders last 
night. They’ve got the Devils tomorrow, so good luck with that. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (7-11-4, -17) — They’ve lost four straight and eight of 
their last nine. The only win was a shutout over the top-five Hurricanes, 
because this is the NHL and nothing makes sense. 

1. Anaheim Ducks (6-17-3, -46) — If you missed it last week, Eric has a 
good look at a question you may have been wondering about: With the 
Ducks holding down dead last and getting lit up almost every night, why 
isn’t Pat Verbeek making a coaching change? The short answer is that 
the focus is on developing young players, and Verbeek is happy with the 
work Dallas Eakins and his staff have done there. A cynic might point to 
other reasons, but it sounds like Eakins should be safe as long as all the 
losing doesn’t start weighing down the young core. 

Not ranked: Vancouver Canucks — We had some capital-d Drama in 
Vancouver over the weekend, all of it centered on Brock Boeser. The 
former 29-goal man has struggled to find the net this year, and it all 
seemed to come to a head on Saturday morning when he was skating 
with the healthy scratches. Coach Bruce Boudreau confirmed the move, 
calling it tough love, and Elliotte Friedman upped the ante by reporting 
that the Canucks had granted Boeser permission to explore a trade. 
Having it all play out on Hockey Fights Cancer day only added to the 
unease, as Boeser had lost his dad to cancer earlier this year. 
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But then! A late-breaking injury to Dakota Joshua opened a spot in the 
lineup, and Boeser was playing after all. Late in the game and trailing by 
one, the hockey gods knew what had to come next: 

The Canucks ended up winning that one in overtime on Bo Horvat’s 19th 
of the season, as the Vancouver captain continues a career year that’s 
going to make him a lot of money as he heads toward UFA status. Losing 
to the Coyotes might have put the Canucks back on our bottom-five 
radar, but instead they stay off the list for the second straight week. 
Progress! 

As for the Boeser story, Drance has a deeper look at what this all might 
mean for all involved going forward. 
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NHL99: Brad Park infuriated Boston players and fans — then became a 
great Bruin 

 

Aaron Portzline 

13-16 minutes 05/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

To truly comprehend the impact of Brad Park’s mid-career trade from the 
New York Rangers to the Boston Bruins on Nov. 7, 1975, it’s important to 
understand the bad blood and the simmering feuds that were rampant in 
the NHL back then. 

The league had expanded from six to 18 teams over the previous 
decade, but the dispersal of talent did nothing to calm the bitter rivalries, 
especially among Original Six teams like the Rangers and Bruins. 

While opposing players today chat during warmups and catch up post-
game, players from that era shared no such camaraderie outside of their 
teams. Back then, line brawls were a weekly occurrence across the 
league. Every team had two or three tough guys who always had a score 
to settle. The vitriol was real. 

“Even brothers didn’t talk to each other when they played each other,” 
Bruins legend Wayne Cashman said. “It’s just the way we were.” 

Nobody ignited that resentment within the Rangers-Bruins rivalry during 
the early 1970s better than Park, a Toronto-born defenseman who was 
the No. 2 pick by the Rangers in 1966. 

Not only was Park — who comes in at No. 53 on our list of the best 
players of the modern era of the NHL — talented enough to gain respect, 
but he was outspoken and bold enough to demand attention, which made 
him a star on Broadway and in Madison Square Garden, but a target for 
scorn just about everywhere else. 

Within two years of being drafted, Park was a regular in the Rangers’ 
lineup, and he quickly became one of the NHL’s most dynamic blueliners. 
He was a defenseman for the new age, one as proficient in the offensive 
zone as he was defending. 

By 1970, Park had already carved out his spot in the NHL landscape. He 
was widely considered the second-best defenseman in the game behind 
Boston’s Bobby Orr, and four times in a five-year span — 1970, ’71, ’72 
and ’74 — he finished second in Norris Trophy voting to Orr. 

Boston and New York have always been rivals, but the 1960s and ’70s 
were a magical time. 

“In those days, Bruins-Rangers was a huge rivalry, along with the Red 
Sox and Yankees in baseball and the Celtics and Knicks in basketball,” 
Park told The Athletic. “Those two cities disliked each other, so those 
teams disliked each other. It was a natural rivalry.” 

Three times in a four-year span (1970-73), the Bruins and Rangers met 
in the playoffs. In 1970, the Bruins beat Park and the Rangers in the first 
round. In 1972, the Bruins beat the Rangers in the Stanley Cup Final. In 
1973, the Rangers beat the Bruins in the first round. 

And then there was the book. 

In the fall of 1971, Park  

Published a book based on the 1970-71 season, as told to legendary 
scribe Stan Fischler, called “Play The Man,” that rocked the NHL, 
especially Boston. It was exceedingly rare for pro athletes, especially 
hockey players, to give such deep access, but Park took on the task 
head-first. 

After each game, often while his roommate was sleeping in the other 
room, Park would sit with a tape recorder, talk about that night’s game, 
the recent goings-on, etc., and mail the tape to Fischler. He held nothing 
back. 

“I’d talk about everything that transpired,” Park said. “From my contract to 
how that night’s game went, everything. 

“Little did I know, (Fischler) was having a feud with the Bruins, and he 
kind of geared everything I said toward the Bruins. It was accurate, I’ll 
give him that. But I ended up having to fight my ass off the next two or 
three years.” 

Chapter 4’s title: Boston’s Big, Bad Bruins. 

“I wasn’t trying to be controversial,” Park insists. “There was one game 
we played in Boston where I made the comment that in the second 
period, Bobby Orr went after (the Rangers’) Pete Stankowski behind the 
net. 

“I didn’t see what happened, but it seemed like Bobby had a chip on his 
shoulder. Well, it came out in the book like I thought Bobby always had a 
chip on his shoulder. And it probably wasn’t too wise to say something 
about Bobby, right?” 

Park received death threats and threats of violence against his wife, 
Gerry, via the mail. He never made it public at the time, but the FBI was 
brought in for protection whenever Park and the Rangers played in 
Boston. 

“I didn’t know what to do with it, so I took it to (general manager) Emile 
Francis,” Park said. “The NHL, at the time, had just started a security 
division, and they took it very seriously. I didn’t care that much about it. I 
just figured it was some guy spouting off, but the Rangers weren’t willing 
to gamble. 

“It was really something when we played in Boston. They would meet me 
at the bus when it pulled up and they’d walk me to the dressing room. 
And then they’d walk me from the dressing room to the ice and back 
again after the period. Then back from the room to the bus after the 
game. This is how it worked. They took it very seriously.” 

So there was the personal rivalry with Orr. There was the venom 
between the Rangers and Bruins. Threats of violence from the Boston 
fan base. All of it made the events of Nov. 7, 1975, seem surreal, even 
unimaginable. 

The Bruins and Rangers both had disappointing seasons in 1974-75, 
losing in the preliminary round of the playoffs. Francis was considering 
major changes at the behest of the Rangers’ board of directors. The 
Boston organization, meanwhile, was growing increasingly worried about 
Orr’s surgically repaired knees. 
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The following season didn’t start much better for either club. Boston was 
5-5-2 after a shutout loss in Buffalo and the Rangers were 5-7-1 after a 
win in Vancouver. Both clubs were looking for a roster shake-up. 

But what happened next shook the foundation of the entire league. The 
Rangers were in Oakland to play the California Seals that night. 

“I got a phone call in my room at 7:30 in the morning,” Park said. “It was 
the coach, Ron Stewart. ‘Can you come to my room?’ I turned to my 
roommate, Steve Vickers, and said, ‘Vick, I think I just got traded.’ 

“I knocked on Stewy’s door and the first thing I said was, ‘Where am I 
goin’?” He said, you’re going to Boston. I almost fainted. I mean, of all 
places.” 

The Rangers had traded Park, Jean Ratelle and Joe Zanussi to the 
Bruins for Phil Esposito and Carol Vadnais, a trade that many at the time 
considered the biggest in NHL history. 

“Boston? The place I hated? The place that hated me?” Park said. “At 
first, I refused to go. I told Stewy, ‘I’m not going to Boston.’ 

“I went downstairs and got some breakfast and thought some more about 
it. ‘What am I gonna do? What can I do? If I don’t play, they’re going to 
suspend me. That’s my livelihood. I guess I better go.'” 

The Bruins were in Vancouver ahead of a game the next night against 
the Canucks. The players were brought to the lobby of the hotel early in 
the morning to be told of the trade before it became public. It was not well 
received on many levels. 

“There weren’t many teams or many athletes more disliked in Boston 
than the New York Rangers and Brad Park,” said Nate Greenberg, the 
Bruins’ public relations director at the time. “To think — to even imagine! 
— that you would make that trade, not just to acquire Park, but to send 
out a beloved player like Espo and, to a lesser degree, Vadnais, is just 
incredible.” 

Some Bruins players were despondent. Others were furious at general 
manager Harry Sinden. Cashman quietly walked away from the meeting, 
took the elevator back up to his room and proceeded to destroy 
everything in sight. 

“It was a wild scene. I remember it well,” Greenberg said. “He broke all 
the furniture. Everything was off the wall. Everything! It was dangerous. 
He had those eyes, Cash. Jesus Christ, the eyes.” 

Park said police back in Boston had blocked streets around Sinden’s 
home because they were worried for his safety. Park’s bigger concern, 
though, was walking into the Bruins’ dressing room to meet his new 
teammates, guys who almost universally hated him. 

This is where Orr stepped forward with one of the biggest assists in his 
incredible career. 

“We met with (coach) Don Cherry, Greenberg and the trainers when we 
got to the (Bruins’) team hotel in Vancouver,” Park said. “But we didn’t 
meet any of the players. There were only a few guys on the 5 o’clock bus 
to the rink. But when we got to the rink, Bobby came walking out to greet 
us.” 

Orr essentially walked them into the dressing room and showed the rest 
of the Bruins that he was accepting Park and Ratelle as teammates, all 
the bad blood a part of the past. But that wasn’t as easy for some. 

Bruins’ tough guy Terry O’Reilly and Park had been constant adversaries 
over the previous few seasons. As Park said, “He was always taking runs 
at me and I was dancing like Barishnikov so he couldn’t get me.” 

Park had been persona non grata in that Boston room. Now he was 
going stall-by-stall shaking hands with the Bruins. 

“I walk up to Terry O’Reilly and extend a hand and say, ‘Hey, Taz, how 
are ya?'” Park remembered saying. “He held his hand back. Wouldn’t 
shake mine. He looked me right in the eye and said, ‘I owe you.’ 

“He cold-cocked me, knocked me on my ass in practice. I said, ‘Are we 
done yet?’ He said, ‘Not yet.’ But we eventually became good friends and 
teammates.” 

The Bruins fans were just as difficult. 

Greenberg remembers taking Park to WBZ-AM radio in Boston shortly 
after the Bruins returned from their trip. He felt it was important to let 
Bruins fans hear directly from Park, and the sooner the better. 

It was the only sports talk show in the city, and fans were ready to vent. 

“We go into the lobby and we’re waiting to be brought into the studio,” 
Greenberg said. “Well, in the lobby they’re playing the radio feed for 
everybody to hear. Park and I are sitting there, and we had no idea there 
was a seven-second delay, but there was no delay on what we were 
hearing in the lobby. 

“It was unbelievably awkward. Guy calls up — ‘I hate that mother—— 
Park.’ Another guy says he’ll never support the Bruins ‘as long as that 
goddamn Park is on the team.’ And we’re sitting there, listening to it all. 

“I’m saying to myself, I better barricade the door or he’s going back to the 
airport to go home. It was absolutely brutal. Now, we later found out that 
a lot of that stuff never made it on the air, but that was his introduction to 
Boston.” 

Esposito had averaged — averaged! — 57 goals and 125 points in his 
previous eight seasons with the Bruins, so his trade left a huge hole at 
forward. But acquiring Park allowed the Bruins to have two dynamic 
defensive pairs, and it also hedged their bets against Orr’s famously 
fickle knees. 

And about that power play. Back then, the common alignment with a man 
advantage was to play two defensemen on the points. 

“We had Orr on one point and Park on the other,” Cashman said. “We 
had myself and Johnny Bucyk and Jean Ratelle at forward. You’d look at 
the other team’s faces and they were like, ‘We haven’t got a chance.’ It 
was pretty scary.” 

Orr and Park played only 10 games together in Boston before Orr’s knee 
gave out again. They went 6-1-3 in those games, including 13-for-36 
(36.1 percent) on the power play. Orr never played for the Bruins again, 
while Park spent eight seasons in the black and gold. 

In 1977-78, he had his best season in Boston, totaling 22 goals, 57 
assists, 79 penalty minutes and a plus-68 rating. The Bruins made it to 
the Stanley Cup Final twice with Park, losing to Montreal in 1977 and 
1978. 

It is often said that Park spent most of his career in Orr’s shadow, but 
that’s not how Park sees it. Orr was once described by a Boston scribe 
as “God’s will on the ice.” Park was wise enough to know that he’d never 
surpass Orr, not as a player and not as one of the city’s sports icons. 

But Park was a prodigious talent in his own right, and he was a tireless 
worker. He used to bring wooden 2 x 4s onto the ice after practice to 
work on elevating his passes while keeping the puck perfectly flat for 
teammates at net front. 

“I wanted it to be above the (opponent’s) stick blade, but still flat for easy 
deflections,” Park said. “I got pretty good at that.” 

He would also draw three lines on the sideboards by the red line. One 
was six inches off the ice, the other one foot and the next three feet. 

“I would shoot at those constantly until I trained my hands to hit one of 
those three heights depending on what was needed,” Park said. “I never 
looked at the puck when I skated. That helped me survey the ice. 

“I never looked at the net when I shot, either. The reason is simple: If you 
can’t miss the first guy in front of you, the net is irrelevant. You have to 
look 12-15 feet in front of you and find that hole.” 
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Park’s talent and work ethic helped him fit into the Bruins dressing room 
pretty quickly. 

“Maybe a month or two later, the guys were happy he was there,” 
Greenberg said. “It wasn’t overnight, but it was a lot quicker than people 
thought.” 

Park finished with 896 points in 1,113 games with the Rangers, Bruins 
and Detroit. When he retired, only Bobby Orr had scored more points as 
an NHL defenseman. From 1970-78, he played in nine consecutive All-
Star Games. He was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1988, his first 
year of eligibility. 

By the end of his career, he was a beloved player in Boston. He spends 
his summer months on a lake in Maine, which is very much Bruins 
territory. 

“Oh, I see Bruins fans all the time,” Park said. “And the conversation 
usually follows the same script. ‘I hated you when you were with the 
Rangers, but I loved you with Boston.’ 

“I just smile and say, ‘I know. I know.'” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.05.2022 

1261600 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / What comeback? Jets' Bowness is fed up with first period 
malaise 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

December 4, 2022, 11:44 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — By the time Rick Bowness made it to the podium, the 
head coach of the Winnipeg Jets was clearly perturbed by the slow starts 
that have plagued his hockey club throughout the first three games of 
their homestand. 

At the beginning of the week, Bowness’ message to his team revolved 
around giving the opponent — the defending Stanley Cup champion 
Colorado Avalanche — too much respect in the first period. 

Things turned quickly on that evening, but in the two outings since 
defeating the Avalanche 5-0, the Jets provided a couple of lackluster 
showings that included two more listless starts against teams that are 
squarely in the middle of Connor Bedard sweepstakes. 

Bowness said all of the usual things about the records not being 
indicative of how the Columbus Blue Jackets and Anaheim Ducks have 
been playing of late and he was confident in how his group was going to 
respond after the Jets dropped a 4-1 decision to those Blue Jackets on 
Friday night. 

Despite rallying with five unanswered goals in what ended up being a 5-2 
victory over the Ducks on Sunday afternoon, Bowness couldn’t hide his 
disappointment during his question-and-answer session. 

“Good or bad, I don't look at it that way. It's just not right to start a game 
like that,” said Bowness. “Listen, I'm the head coach, so I'm responsible 
for the way we start and getting our team prepared. So that starts with 
me. The second thing is I'm not a babysitter. These guys are men. 
They're professionals and they're paid to show up here and go to work. 

“My job here is to make that happen. The third thing on that would be: 
you cannot play this game without passion. Without emotion. You cannot 
play this game on your heels. And I hate when we're on our heels. It's not 
right.” 

There was a lot to unpack in the first answer of the back and forth. 

Clearly, Bowness had gone to Page 17 of the coaching manual, which 
has the subsection that explains how pointing the finger at the top does a 
number of things. 

The first item on that list is that it shows the players that he’s taking the 
same accountability he’s asking of them. He’s not just passing the buck 
or playing the blame game. 

He’s looking directly into the mirror, searching for answers. 

A day earlier, Bowness was praising his team for its ability to be willing to 
hold itself to a certain standard and when they don’t play up to that 
standard, there will be critical analysis and occasionally, things a player 
doesn’t necessarily want to hear. 

The unvarnished truth, if you will. 

That’s an important part of the process when it comes to breaking bad 
habits. 

The past two games were a not-so-subtle reminder to Bowness and his 
coaching staff that a lot of work remains on that front. 

Bowness knew this was going to take time. 

The Jets have not been structurally sound for quite some time and they 
weren’t suddenly going to morph into an airtight defensive team with the 
snap of a finger. 

It’s a daily commitment and there are going to be missteps, no matter 
how committed the group is. 

Certainly getting off to a 15-7-1 start has bought the Jets a bit of time and 
supplied a little breathing room when it comes to the standings, but 
further strides must be taken. 

“Yeah, it’s still me and our staff getting to know our players. It doesn’t 
take 10 games, it takes a while and it takes different predicaments,” said 
Bowness. “So we had a bad game on Friday and everyone is saying all 
the right things (on Saturday) but words mean nothing to me. They mean 
nothing. All I want to see is action. 

“I want to see passion and emotion in the way we play. Right or wrong, 
play with passion, play with emotion and we’ll figure the rest out. We’re 
still trying to figure this team out a little bit. We are. We’ll figure it out.” 

There was a time not long ago when the Jets were able to erase early 
deficits by leaning in on the skilled players in their lineup. 

Tonight, there's no doubt the skill showed up before it was too late and 
provided some valuable insurance for the Jets, but it was the sandpaper 
element that helped turn the tide. 

Whether it was Adam Lowry getting the play started on the goal from 
Saku Maenalanen that kickstarted the comeback or setting up Morgan 
Barron for what proved to be the game-winner, the veteran centre was in 
the guts of the game. 

“I obviously can't give you guys all of it but it was just, you know, there 
wasn't enough intention. It wasn't intense enough from us. We weren't 
playing with enough passion in that first period,” said Barron, referring to 
the message delivered between the first and second periods. “We all 
knew it on the bench, on the ice, and I'm sure you guys could tell from 
the press box that was the case. We need to have better starts. There 
are no games you can take for granted in this league, especially when 
we're fighting for position in the standings like we are. We need two 
points every night.” 

Then there was rookie defenceman Dylan Samberg, who scored his first 
NHL goal on a change-up wrister from the left point that had eyes and 
somehow missed a pair of potential redirections on the way to the back 
of the net — at least one off which could have led to the equalizer being 
overturned for being knocked in with a high stick. 
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Bowness had been encouraging Samberg to look for his shot more as of 
late and the defenceman from the University of Minnesota-Duluth was 
more than happy to oblige. 

The Samberg marker was all the more impressive when you consider his 
turnover at the offensive blue line allowed Brett Leason to burst in and 
score on a breakaway that extended Winnipeg's deficit to 2-0. 

“It’s just one of those things that you just have to forget about. The first 
one, when I turned it over, I was just looking to pull it and the puck 
hopped over my stick and it’s one of those things you can’t really do 
anything about it,” said Samberg. “I came back to the bench and the guys 
were with me and saying don’t worry about it, stuff like that happens, 
happens to the best of us and just keep going out there and playing your 
game.” 

Samberg had to wait patiently as there was an officials’ review to ensure 
that the puck wasn’t tipped in with a high stick. 

Ultimately, the goal was confirmed, sending folks in Hermantown, 
Minnesota into a frenzy. 

“I was just looking to get the puck through on the net. Once I got rid of it, I 
knew it was just a little blooper and I had a good angle of it and I saw it 
go right up and over everyone’s head and I saw it drop down right behind 
the goalie’s head,” said Samberg. “I had a feeling nobody touched it, but 
when they’re waiting there that long, it’s a little worrisome. 

“What did it clock in there at, 110? No. It was a change-up. Glad it 
worked out. I guess you never really know when it’s going to come, but 
obviously a special feeling. Monkey’s off my back, so to speak.”  

Another player who managed to help turn the tide without showing up on 
the scoresheet was Mikey Eyssimont, who became the latest player to 
audition in the top-six with Nikolaj Ehlers (sports hernia) and Mason 
Appleton (wrist) still out long-term with injuries. 

Eyssimont took 17 shifts for 11:26 of ice time, but managed to create four 
shots on goal and eight shot attempts while mixing things up. 

“Listen, you love what he brings,” said Bowness. “I just talked about 
emotion and talked about passion and he brings it every shift. We 
needed it. You give him full marks. For a guy I knew nothing about, he 
had a good training camp. He impressed us there. He played with the 
Moose for a while and we brought him up and man, he’s given us that 
energy that we need.” 

Eyssimont is walking that fine line between fully appreciating the 
opportunity being afforded to him, while doing his best to show he can 
handle additional responsibility and ice time. 

“Just have to keep paying my dues and do the right things every day, 
every game to get rewarded a little bit,” said Eyssimont. “It’s nice, but you 
just have to keep doing the same things. 

“I don’t know exactly what it was that happened, but I think we all knew 
as a collective group that we had to get going and wake ourselves up. I 
tried to come up with a spark off the start, and do that every game and 
every shift. That’s all I focus on.” 

The Jets have but a single game left on this homestand and it will have 
its own juicy storyline attached to it, as Paul Maurice returns for his first 
game against his former team since he stepped down last December. 

The focus for all parties will be on the present and you can expect them 
to say as much, but that’s not to suggest there won’t be an emotional 
element attached both for the Jets and for the man who stood behind the 
bench for parts of nine seasons in this city. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: Behind Mikko Rantanen's journey from the 
AHL to ranks of elite 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

December 4, 2022, 1:12 PM 

 

WINNIPEG - Mikko Rantanen was six games into the journey and he had 
already come to an important realization about his transition to the North 
American game. 

And while many young players are determined to skip the important step 
in the process, the Finnish forward knew exactly what was required. 

So when Joe Sakic, who was the general manager of the Colorado 
Avalanche at the time, approached him about the prospect of being 
assigned to the San Antonio Rampage of the American Hockey League, 
Rantanen was not only okay with it - he embraced it with open arms. 

Years later, after becoming one of the best players in the NHL (more on 
this subject a bit later), Rantanen, who enters Sunday's action tied for 
11th in league scoring with 14 goals and 31 points in 22 games, took 
time to reflect on why that time in the minors was not only necessary but 
beneficial. 

“I started the season in the NHL, I played six games but I didn’t play that 
much - maybe averaging eight minutes a game,” Rantanen said during a 
trip to Winnipeg late last week. “It was a good decision by Joe (Sakic) to 
send me there for the whole year, to play 20 minutes a night, play special 
teams and even though I liked the small rink, it was still different to the 
big rink I was used to. 

“I was on board. I just wanted to play more. I was still turning 19 when I 
got sent down. I knew I could still develop my game and I would rather 
play 20 minutes than eight minutes. I thought it would be better for me. I 
talked to my parents and they agreed. Everybody agreed. Looking back, I 
would do it 100 per cent again, for sure.” 

When you look up at the scoring leaders in the NHL these days, it’s easy 
to forget that Rantanen spent any time in the AHL, let alone 52 games 
during the 2015-16 season (where he put up 24 goals and 60 points in 52 
games) and then another four in October of 2016-17 before graduating 
for good. 

What you can be sure of is that Rantanen no longer flies under the radar 
when it comes to opposition pre-scouts and preparation. He’s become a 
player opponents and coaching staffs prepare for, even if devising a 
game plan to try and contain him can be an incredibly difficult challenge. 

“He is dynamic. He is a lot faster than you realize he is. He’s a lot 
stronger than you realize he is. He’s got a really high hockey IQ and 
tremendous skills,” said Winnipeg Jets coach Rick Bowness, who has 
watched the evolution first-hand during his time in the Central Division. 
“He is an elite player and you better respect the fact when he is on the 
ice. But his confidence has grown over the years and he makes a lot of 
great plays. A very difficult guy to play against because of his size and 
his skating, strength and hockey IQ. Give him full marks, he’s come a 
long way from when he first came into the league until now being a 
premier winger in this league.” 

The subject of Rantanen’s standing accidentally became a topic of 
debate within the Avalanche room during separate conversations with a 
pair of long-time teammates who think highly of him. 

Avalanche defenceman Erik Johnson was raving about Rantanen on one 
side of the room, praising his combination of skill and strength. 

“I do remember when I saw him at that first training camp, the skill was 
obvious right away. Patrick Roy was our coach at the time and I told him 
at the time, this kid is going to be really good,” said Johnson, the longest-
serving player on the Avalanche roster. “I don’t think (Rantanen) 
expected to play in the NHL right away. He was a realist with himself. He 
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went down and worked on his game in the minors and has been one of 
our best players ever since. 

“You never know how long it’s going to take. Some guys adapt right 
away, some guys need some time. But as a bigger guy, you maybe need 
a little time to marinate and have his body catch up with his skill. That’s 
what happened and now he’s probably the best power forward in the 
league.” 

A quick stop at the stall of veteran forward Andrew Cogliano brought a 
similar response. 

“Off the ice, a great person to have in our room and on the ice, I think he 
is the best power forward,” said Cogliano, who has more than 1,000 NHL 
games on his resume and joined the Avalanche prior to the trade 
deadline last season. “If it was my team, he’d be the power forward that 
I’d want. Just phenomenal with the puck, strong, big, protects it the best 
in the game, really. But his play with the puck is second to none. 

“His stickhandling and how he makes little things happen. His passing. 
He’s a playmaker and he’s a shooter. He’s a guy that I’ve had a new 
appreciation for playing with, for sure. Just his overall compete (level). 
He’s really hard on pucks. He’s very big and when you play that hard, 
you just can’t get the puck off him.” 

Bringing the power forward label across the room to longtime linemate 
Nathan MacKinnon brought an unexpected response, though he quickly 
provided some valuable context to why he didn’t like to limit Rantanen, to 
being a power forward - even though it was meant as a compliment. 

“I don’t know exactly what you mean by power forward,” said MacKinnon, 
who was then told a few teammates used the term to describe Rantanen. 
“Yeah, I guess so. He’s just one of the best forwards in the game. Power 
forward, I feel like it limits you just because you’re big. He’s one of the 
best players in the league, obviously one of the best wingers. He does 
everything so well. 

“Skates really well. Vision, shot and obviously he’s 6-foot-4 and it’s really 
easy to play with someone like that. He’s been one of the best for four or 
five seasons now, at least. An amazing playoff player as well. If you look 
at his playoff numbers, they’re some of the best of all time. Sometimes 
that gets overlooked a little bit. He’s been so clutch for us.” 

Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar has come to appreciate a wide 
variety of things about Rantanen during his tenure, which includes 
winning a Stanley Cup together last June in an exciting six-game series 
with the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“The biggest thing for me where I think he’s elite, not unlike a guy like 
(Leon) Draisaitl, but to be able to control the puck with players on his 
back, to protect it and still be able to keep his eyes up and make plays,” 
said Bednar. “They draw duplication in coverage and still see the open 
man. To be able to have the skill and ability to still make those plays 
under pressure, he’s been outstanding at it, both at five-on-five and on 
the power play.” 

Johnson sees a bit of NHL legend Jaromir Jagr and former Avalanche 
star Peter Forsberg in Rantanen’s game to go along with his selfless 
attitude. 

“It’s crazy that we got him at 10, I mean he’s such a good player,” said 
Johnson, referring to the fact Rantanen was chosen 10th overall in the 
2015 NHL Draft. “The game just comes so natural to him. When you play 
with Nate (MacKinnon), it’s a big ask and they demand a lot out of each 
other. Not everyone can play with those guys. Nate is not as good of a 
player without Mikko and vice versa, those two as a pair really found 
some good chemistry. 

“One of the things when most guys who come to our team that haven’t 
met him before, the first thing that sticks out is that they’re surprised how 
big he is. He’s a huge guy and he plays a hard game. Those are tough 
minutes. He’s a little bit like Forsberg or Jagr, in a way. He reminds me of 
those guys in a way. They take a lot of abuse because they’re so big. It’s 
not an easy job to do, but he makes it look really easy.” 

Injuries have been a major storyline for the Avalanche during the first 
quarter and change of the title defence (with all of captain Gabriel 
Landeskog, Valeri Nichushkin, Evan Rodrigues and Darren Helm 
sidelined up front to go with a few notable absentees on the back end) 
and given all of those players missing, Rantanen understands the 
importance of doing what he can to try and help pick up the slack. 

“A little bit of a slow start. We’ve had that a few years in a row, where we 
feel like the first seven or eight games are sometimes a bit below .500 
but we got back to our basics and the work ethic got better and we’re 
playing the right way again. We’re not cheating on the offensive side. 
We’re playing on both sides of the rink and that’s how you win games,” 
said Rantanen, whose Avalanche team has managed to do more than 
just tread water in the race for top spot in the Central Division. “The way 
we played in the playoffs last year. We played in our structure and we 
played fast and we were a heavy group. That’s how we have to play in 
the regular season too, because now we’re the defending champions and 
every game is a bit more challenging because guys always want to beat 
the defending champs. We just have to bring it every night to have a 
chance. 

“With all of the injuries we have, we know that we have to carry the load 
a little bit more and we have to play responsibly. We have to defend the 
right way because we play against good players. Both sides of the puck, 
of course.” 

Going from the low of being part of one of the worst teams in modern-day 
history to capturing the championship made things even more surreal to 
the members of the core group. 

“It happened fast, when you think about ‘16-17, being last in the league 
and five years later, you win,” said Rantanen. “Those five guys, we stuck 
together and we just put our heads down and went to work. Of course, 
management made some good moves and got the right pieces around 
us. It was special to share it with those guys.” 

SALUTE FOR STAMKOS 

Lightning captain Steven Stamkos hit a major milestone earlier this week, 
reaching 1,000 NHL points in his 15-year career. 

Gotta See It: Stamkos collects 1,000th career point on Paul goal 

The Lightning held a ceremony for Stamkos and there were plenty of 
players around the league who were quick to provide a stick tap to 
someone who is so well respected, both for his on-ice play and his ability 
to overcome a series of gruelling injuries. 

“It’s pretty amazing, the amount of things that he’s gone through - 
between when he broke his leg off the post, to the blood clot, to the 
whole groin stuff. Those are significant injuries, it’s not like he was out for 
just a couple of weeks,” said Jets centre Mark Scheifele, who trained with 
Stamkos and Gary Roberts early in his NHL career. “It takes a lot of hard 
work, a lot of treatment, a lot of diligence. Meanwhile, he’s got two kids 
and he’s a family man. 

“Then he had probably the best year of his career last year (with 106 
points in 81 games) after going through all of that stuff. It shows all of the 
work that he put in. It’s no fluke. He gave it his all, worked at his game, 
got better every year and that’s very admirable.” 

Scheifele has watched Stamkos’ game closely over the years, but also 
learned some valuable lessons when it came to his preparation. 

“He was a huge influence on me. I was lucky enough to spend time with 
him and talk to him and pick his brain a little bit,” said Scheifele. “For a 
young guy to learn from Steven Stamkos, a guy who has always been 
amazing and continues to work. His work ethic was something that I 
always tried to strive for. The consistency and diet and exercise and 
workouts, what’s the best for your body, I learned a lot from him. Even 
just personal lessons he taught me over the years. He’s such a great 
guy. I really respect him and I’m really lucky to know him. 

“Everyone thinks about his shot, but I know how much he works on other 
aspects of his game. That’s what sticks out for me. The little plays, the 
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plays in tight, the passing. All of it. You don’t get 100 points by scoring a 
lot of goals. You’ve got to make a lot of good plays in there. A lot of 
people overlook the playmaking ability that he has.” 

Stamkos provided a moment that is etched in time for those in 
attendance at the downtown arena in Winnipeg during the first season of 
the Jets 2.0 franchise. 

When he scored his career-best 60th goal of the campaign in Winnipeg, 
the crowd went from being disappointed to rising to their feet to give 
Stamkos a rousing standing ovation, recognizing an amazing feat by an 
outstanding player. 

Not only did Stamkos win the Rocket Richard Trophy that season, he 
finished second in Hart Trophy voting to Evgeni Malkin of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

RAPID FIRE 

Dallas Stars general manager Jim Nill took care of another important 
piece of business earlier this week, inking top-line centre Roope Hintz to 
an eight-year extension worth $67.6 million (with an AAV of $8.45 
million). Hintz, 26, plays on what is widely considered to be the best line 
in hockey and is an excellent two-way player. You can be sure that many 
of the top pivots on the market, whether they’re pending UFAs or RFAs 
took notice at both the term and dollar figure, though it’s important to 
remember that Texas is one of the states that does not collect personal 
income tax…The New Jersey Devils and Boston Bruins became the first 
NHL teams to hit 20 victories on Saturday night. The Devils are riding an 
11-game road streak and lead the Bruins by one point in the chase for 
first overall in the NHL. The Bruins have won all 14 games played this 
season at TD Garden and extended an overall streak on home ice (which 
includes the playoffs) to 21 games...Going back to the Central, St. Louis 
Blues head coach Craig Berube expressed some frustration about goalie 
Jordan Binnington’s antics after Saturday’s loss to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. Binnington was pulled early in the second period after giving 
up four goals on 17 shots on goal and then spent some time chirping at 
the Penguins bench and the men in stripes. It’s not the first time 
Binnington has either been engaged in some verbal gymnastics or 
attempted to get into it with an opposing player while exiting the ice. 
Earlier this week, Binnington had a collision with Carolina Hurricanes 
centre Jordan Staal behind the net.  “It’s gotta stop. That doesn’t help 
anything,” Berube told reporters in Pittsburgh. “Just play goal. Stop the 
puck.” 
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