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Hurricanes GM Waddell on injuries, contracts, goalies, the team’s needs and more 

By Cory Lavalette 
The Hurricanes have had their share of bumps in the road 
through the first two months of the season. Whether it’s 
injuries up and down the lineup, struggles with scoring and 
special teams or a road-heavy schedule, Carolina has had to 
weather perhaps the toughest stretch of Rod Brind’Amour’s 
head coaching tenure. 
Don Waddell doesn’t seem overly concerned. The Carolina 
team president and general manager talked with The Athletic 
on Friday and discussed the team’s injuries, how his rookie 
goalie has stepped up and earned a new contract, his 
confidence in the Hurricanes’ young forwards, his philosophy 
on team-building and the trade deadline, and more. (The 
interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 
I know the AHL’s Chicago Wolves haven’t had a great start 
to the season. Is the trade for defenseman Zack Hayes this 
week just about helping them out with all the injuries? I know 
the defense is a little thin. 
We’ve been really thin. We had 10 guys out at one time. And 
we have time for Hayes. We don’t have a lot of depth right 
now on defense. He’s played some NHL games. Not a lot, 
but he has played. … So if you get in a pinch, at least (Hayes 
has) played some NHL games. 
How have you felt about new Wolves coach Brock 
Sheahan’s transition to the professional level? 
I think it’s been very good. And I think we’ve dealt him a bad 
hand because of some of the guys we signed who have 
played only four or five games. At one time I think they had 
seven PTOs in their lineup, including a goalie. 
So I think what we’re looking at right now is how he’s working 
with our younger players. I think the structure he’s put in 
place and the skills he’s teaching our younger players will 
pay off for us. It’s not going to show up right now in the wins 
and loss column. But in development, I think he’s doing a 
very good job with it. 
What made it the right time to do the extension with Pyotr 
Kochetkov (four years, $8 million), and did the agent change 
(from J.P. Barry to Dan Milstein) expedite that at all? 
When the new agent took over, he called us right away and 
said he was representing the goalie right now and what are 
our thoughts? And I said, like all our young players, guys that 
we’re 100 percent sure about, we’re always looking to 
extending their contracts because not everything has to wait 
until the summertime. And he was very engaging. He said, 
“Well, let me talk to Pyotr and get back to you.” And he 
talked to Pyotr and got back to us. We started crunching 
numbers and we were able to get to a deal fairly quickly. 
How careful do you have to be with a young goalie? Do you 
need to temper expectations a little bit with him? 
The hope is to get (Frederik) Andersen and (Antti) Raanta 
playing and let Pyotr settle back in and play some more 
American League games. I think playing games is what’s 
going to benefit him right now. 
But when we go into this decision, we bring a lot of people 
into it, both Jason Muzzatti, our goaltender development 
coach who has been with Pyotr a lot, and of course (goalie 

coach) Paul Schonfelder, who’s had him here in rookie camp 
and been working with him. And both those guys think he’s 
got the tools to be a starting goalie in the NHL. 
I don’t know if he’s going to play five games this year or play 
25 games. And the longer you wait, if he plays the 20 games 
or whatever and puts up good numbers, we’re probably 
looking at a much larger contract, too. 
So there’s risk on both ends. The risk from our end, 
obviously, is he fizzles out at some point, which we don’t 
believe will happen. And the risk on his end was if he plays 
really well that maybe he would have got a bigger contract. 
But I think everybody’s happy. I had the kid up in my office, 
and he was extremely happy. So I think it’s a win-win for both 
of us. 
Are you concerned about the injuries with the other two 
goalies right now? 
You’re always worried about it because you want stability, 
particularly in goaltending. Right now, we have three of them 
and we need two of them to be playing. It’s not like up front 
where you can get by. We’re missing Teuvo (Teravainen, 
who returned on Saturday) and (Max Pacioretty) and 
(Ondrej) Kase right now and we’ll get by. 
When you talk about goaltenders, you want good stability. 
And right now we’re running through a run where it’s not 
great. I also think that we’ve got a long part of our season in 
front of us, and I’m very confident that both guys will go back 
to being healthy. The good thing is, as we talked about a 
minute ago, now I think we’re very comfortable with any of 
these three guys playing any game that they get chosen to 
start. 
How is Pacioretty’s progress coming along? Do you still 
anticipate him returning sometime around the All-Star break? 
If not before. I don’t want to put unfair expectations. We’ve 
got to be very careful with this injury. It’s something that as 
he gets more comfortable in the skates — he skates two 
days, takes a day off; skates two days, takes a day off. 
That’s the course we’re on right now. We’re going to play 
that through the rest of this month and then see where he’s 
at. 
But this is one situation where I know he wants to get back. 
He’s a UFA at the end of the year, all that. But we want to 
make sure we do the right thing not only for our team but, 
most importantly, for him. 
Where does Kase stand, and was there an incident on the 
ice that caused that concussion or was it just him not feeling 
right? 
He got hit in the first game there on the boards just south of 
the penalty box. He played the rest of the night and woke up 
the next morning not feeling good. 
He’s made some progress here. Here’s a guy that’s got 
some history, obviously, with concussions. So there’s some 
anxiety from his end. 
We’ve ramped him up a little bit more starting this week, we 
just to see how he’s gonna react to it. He has gone and seen 
another doctor that he’s seen before, and the doctor’s advice 
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was the same thing: Let’s pick up the pace a little bit and 
see. 
This is one that, until the player comes to us and says, “I’m 
ready to go back on the ice,” we can’t judge how he’s feeling. 
We can only go by his actions, when he’s on a bike and gets 
a headache and so forth. So I think he’s making progress. I 
don’t have any timeline as far as when we see him back 
though. 
Is there concern that it could be career-threatening? 
You’ve got to worry about Kase as a person. He’s got to live 
the rest of his life and he’s got a family, the whole thing. So 
you always, in the back of your mind, think about that. But 
he’s a hockey player, he’s an athlete. He’s going to be the 
one that judges whether he can make it back or not. Right 
now, we’re going to support it, and all signs are saying that 
he’s at least headed in the right direction. 
Obviously, scoring has been a bit of an issue, but it seems 
like maybe things are heading in the right direction. One guy 
who seems like he’s maybe getting going a bit is Seth Jarvis. 
How would you assess his second season so far? 
We’ve seen it 100 times over, sophomore jinx or whatever 
you want to call it. He was starting to squeeze the stick too 
hard, trying to do a little too much at times. And you gotta get 
back to what the basics are. 
His thing is, as he showed (Thursday against St. Louis), he 
can shoot the puck. He shoots very well, and he can’t pass 
up those opportunities when he gets them. But his goals are 
going to come. He has been getting chances; it just hasn’t 
been going in for him. So he’s got to just stick with it, not 
squeeze the stick too hard, and he’ll start putting up some 
goals in time here. 
Do you have any concerns about the number of hits he 
takes? Do you worry about that with a smaller player? 
He’s always played that way. He’s not afraid of traffic, he’s 
not afraid to go to the dirty areas, he’s not afraid to go into 
the corner first. 
There’s some guys when you’re racing for a puck, there’s 
some guys that, for some reason, find a way to be the 
second guy in, not the first guy. And he’s certainly not that. If 
there’s a puck battle, he’s going to be the first guy in there. 
So he’s going to put himself in a position to take more hits. 
Do I like seeing him getting hit as much? No, but that’s the 
way he plays, and we’re not going to be able to change that. 
The Jesperi Kotkaniemi contract comes up quite a bit. What 
do you think when people say things like the offer sheet and 
the contract were a revenge ploy rather than just trying to get 
a good young player? 
Yeah, it was not revenge whatsoever. It was a decision we 
had made. Back when this player was drafted, we had a lot 
of history with him because, obviously, we took Andrei 
(Svechnikov) right in front of him. 
The big question is, I know he had a decent first year and fell 
off. It’s hard for these 18-year-old players to jump in the 
league. We cannot forget that he’s 22 years old. His work 
ethic is very good. He’s not putting up numbers that anybody 
thought he might do. Rod (Brind’Amour) and I talk all the 
time about it. He does a lot of little things that we like, but 
we’ve got to get some offense from him if he’s going to play 
on one of those top two lines. 
He’s a pass-first, shoot-second guy, and we’ve got to get him 
out of that mentality because he’s passed up some pretty 
good opportunities — always looking for the backdoor or 
looking for a teammate. 

Is he going to be a top-line center? No. Is he going to be able 
to play in your top nine and be an effective player? We 
absolutely believe so. 
Have you liked how Brent Burns has fit in so far? 
I mean, here’s a 37-year-old guy that plays and acts like a 
21-year-old kid. He’s so excited about being in the league. 
He doesn’t take anything for granted. He was our second-
best athlete in training camp, conditioning-wise. He takes the 
game very seriously. He prepares for it. We’re fortunate 
because we’ve got (Jordan) Staal and some of the older 
guys that really prepare well for each and every day, whether 
it’s practice or games. 
I think he’s found a good spot here. Overall, I don’t know if 
he could do more. Offensively, he’s starting to get a few 
more goals and he’s got quite a few points. And the thing is, 
when you have a guy like (Jaccob) Slavin, you can bring a lot 
of guys and it’s probably going to work well because of 
Slavin’s capabilities. But this one really seems like it’s a good 
fit, a good matchup for the two of them, the way they play off 
each other. 
Has there been any progress at all about a potential contract 
extension with Staal? 
I’ve talked to the agent during training camp, and I think at 
some point here we’ll get together. I don’t anticipate it being 
a tough one to get done. It’s just a matter of figuring out that 
we both have to come up with reasons why we support 
whatever numbers we’re gonna get. 
We want Jordan to finish his career here, and I think Jordan 
wants to finish his career here. So I’m confident we’ll get 
something done. 
You’re not concerned that he’s considering not playing after 
this year? 
No, not at all. I think he definitely wants to play. 
One thing on social media that comes up all the time: When 
the power play gets into a funk like it had been the first 20 
games of this year, everybody thinks a power play coach is 
the solution. Have you ever considered more specialist 
coaches for the coaching staff and expanding the coaching 
staff in that way? 
No, not really. If Roddy came to me — Roddy’s the head 
coach, he’s running the team and the power play. If he came 
to me and said, “Can we look at adding a position?” I would 
certainly be open to talking about it. But he feels confident 
that we’re going to get back on track here. 
It wasn’t like we weren’t getting any chances. I think we went 
through a stretch where we had four open nets within like 
five or six games on the power play and couldn’t bury them, 
and some of our best players had them. 
So it’s not restricted by not going out and getting somebody. 
It’s more restricted that Rod doesn’t like a huge, big staff. He 
likes the staff he has right now, and we’re going to go at it. If 
things change, we can address it. 
Do you see any needs for the team right now, outside of 
getting healthy? 
My job as a general manager is to always stay in contact 
around the league to see what’s going on out there. We think 
we’ve got a really good hockey club. We don’t want to make 
changes for the sake of making change. But if there’s a 
change that we think can make us better, we always keep 
our eye on that. 
Is there anything that we’re focused on right now? Not really. 
We’ll continue to talk around the league. You know, it’s been 
very slow. Usually by U.S. Thanksgiving, there’s some trades 
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made. And this year has been (quiet). I think the amount of 
injuries around the league has played a part in it, for sure. 
And once we get to the holiday season, we get through the 
Christmas and New Year’s part, I think things will pick up 
around the league. I’m not saying for us, necessarily, but 
around the league in general. 
I know being in LTIR makes it tough because you’re talking 
about money in, money out, but when the trade deadline 
comes around, do you feel pretty confident that if you need 
or want to do something you could make a deal? 
Yeah, I do. We look at this daily. Every morning, I look at it 
just to see where we’re at. When (Pacioretty) comes back, 
we’ve got to make sure we have $7 million in cap space for 
him. So we look at it all the time, and I’m pretty confident. 
Are we going to be able to bring in an $8 million player 
without having money go out? That’s not going to happen. 
But if we need to add any position at that time for depth or 
whatever reason, I think we can make it work. 
People talk about Stanley Cup windows. I know your goal is 
to always contend and build something sustainable. But 
there comes a point when teams kind of push their chips to 

the middle of the table and really go for it. Is that something 
that you talk about? 
I think pushing your chips, I would look at it differently. I think 
teams around the trade deadline, there’s not that many 
situations that you can say a player has put the team over 
the top. You’ve got to build your team in the summertime and 
hope you build it in the right direction. 
It doesn’t mean you can’t tweak it, but very rarely has there 
been that trade deadline day player that’s come in and he’s 
the reason we won the Cup. So you’ve got to be careful with 
that. 
From my end, you try to do the best you can during the 
summer to build a team that can compete for 82 games and 
can compete in the postseason. At the deadline, if there’s an 
opportunity to tweak your team and make it better, add some 
more depth for the stretch run, that’s an important thing to 
do. 
But I don’t see, at the trade deadline, saying, “Oh, we’re 
going to get a game-changer that’s going to push us over the 
top.” That’s not how I look at it. 
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Hurricanes GM Waddell on injuries, contracts, goalies, the team’s needs 
and more 

 

Cory Lavalette14-18 minutes 05/12/2022 

 

The Hurricanes have had their share of bumps in the road through the 
first two months of the season. Whether it’s injuries up and down the 
lineup, struggles with scoring and special teams or a road-heavy 
schedule, Carolina has had to weather perhaps the toughest stretch of 
Rod Brind’Amour’s head coaching tenure. 

Don Waddell doesn’t seem overly concerned. The Carolina team 
president and general manager talked with The Athletic on Friday and 
discussed the team’s injuries, how his rookie goalie has stepped up and 
earned a new contract, his confidence in the Hurricanes’ young forwards, 
his philosophy on team-building and the trade deadline, and more. (The 
interview has been edited for length and clarity.) 

I know the AHL’s Chicago Wolves haven’t had a great start to the 
season. Is the trade for defenseman Zack Hayes this week just about 
helping them out with all the injuries? I know the defense is a little thin. 

We’ve been really thin. We had 10 guys out at one time. And we have 
time for Hayes. We don’t have a lot of depth right now on defense. He’s 
played some NHL games. Not a lot, but he has played. … So if you get in 
a pinch, at least (Hayes has) played some NHL games. 

How have you felt about new Wolves coach Brock Sheahan’s transition 
to the professional level? 

I think it’s been very good. And I think we’ve dealt him a bad hand 
because of some of the guys we signed who have played only four or five 
games. At one time I think they had seven PTOs in their lineup, including 
a goalie. 

So I think what we’re looking at right now is how he’s working with our 
younger players. I think the structure he’s put in place and the skills he’s 
teaching our younger players will pay off for us. It’s not going to show up 
right now in the wins and loss column. But in development, I think he’s 
doing a very good job with it. 

What made it the right time to do the extension with Pyotr Kochetkov 
(four years, $8 million), and did the agent change (from J.P. Barry to Dan 
Milstein) expedite that at all? 

When the new agent took over, he called us right away and said he was 
representing the goalie right now and what are our thoughts? And I said, 
like all our young players, guys that we’re 100 percent sure about, we’re 
always looking to extending their contracts because not everything has to 
wait until the summertime. And he was very engaging. He said, “Well, let 
me talk to Pyotr and get back to you.” And he talked to Pyotr and got 
back to us. We started crunching numbers and we were able to get to a 
deal fairly quickly. 

How careful do you have to be with a young goalie? Do you need to 
temper expectations a little bit with him? 

The hope is to get (Frederik) Andersen and (Antti) Raanta playing and let 
Pyotr settle back in and play some more American League games. I think 
playing games is what’s going to benefit him right now. 

But when we go into this decision, we bring a lot of people into it, both 
Jason Muzzatti, our goaltender development coach who has been with 
Pyotr a lot, and of course (goalie coach) Paul Schonfelder, who’s had 
him here in rookie camp and been working with him. And both those guys 
think he’s got the tools to be a starting goalie in the NHL. 

I don’t know if he’s going to play five games this year or play 25 games. 
And the longer you wait, if he plays the 20 games or whatever and puts 
up good numbers, we’re probably looking at a much larger contract, too. 

So there’s risk on both ends. The risk from our end, obviously, is he 
fizzles out at some point, which we don’t believe will happen. And the risk 
on his end was if he plays really well that maybe he would have got a 
bigger contract. But I think everybody’s happy. I had the kid up in my 
office, and he was extremely happy. So I think it’s a win-win for both of 
us. 

Are you concerned about the injuries with the other two goalies right 
now? 

You’re always worried about it because you want stability, particularly in 
goaltending. Right now, we have three of them and we need two of them 
to be playing. It’s not like up front where you can get by. We’re missing 
Teuvo (Teravainen, who returned on Saturday) and (Max Pacioretty) and 
(Ondrej) Kase right now and we’ll get by. 

When you talk about goaltenders, you want good stability. And right now 
we’re running through a run where it’s not great. I also think that we’ve 
got a long part of our season in front of us, and I’m very confident that 
both guys will go back to being healthy. The good thing is, as we talked 
about a minute ago, now I think we’re very comfortable with any of these 
three guys playing any game that they get chosen to start. 

How is Pacioretty’s progress coming along? Do you still anticipate him 
returning sometime around the All-Star break? 

If not before. I don’t want to put unfair expectations. We’ve got to be very 
careful with this injury. It’s something that as he gets more comfortable in 
the skates — he skates two days, takes a day off; skates two days, takes 
a day off. That’s the course we’re on right now. We’re going to play that 
through the rest of this month and then see where he’s at. 

But this is one situation where I know he wants to get back. He’s a UFA 
at the end of the year, all that. But we want to make sure we do the right 
thing not only for our team but, most importantly, for him. 

Where does Kase stand, and was there an incident on the ice that 
caused that concussion or was it just him not feeling right? 

He got hit in the first game there on the boards just south of the penalty 
box. He played the rest of the night and woke up the next morning not 
feeling good. 

He’s made some progress here. Here’s a guy that’s got some history, 
obviously, with concussions. So there’s some anxiety from his end. 
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We’ve ramped him up a little bit more starting this week, we just to see 
how he’s gonna react to it. He has gone and seen another doctor that 
he’s seen before, and the doctor’s advice was the same thing: Let’s pick 
up the pace a little bit and see. 

This is one that, until the player comes to us and says, “I’m ready to go 
back on the ice,” we can’t judge how he’s feeling. We can only go by his 
actions, when he’s on a bike and gets a headache and so forth. So I think 
he’s making progress. I don’t have any timeline as far as when we see 
him back though. 

Is there concern that it could be career-threatening? 

You’ve got to worry about Kase as a person. He’s got to live the rest of 
his life and he’s got a family, the whole thing. So you always, in the back 
of your mind, think about that. But he’s a hockey player, he’s an athlete. 
He’s going to be the one that judges whether he can make it back or not. 
Right now, we’re going to support it, and all signs are saying that he’s at 
least headed in the right direction. 

Obviously, scoring has been a bit of an issue, but it seems like maybe 
things are heading in the right direction. One guy who seems like he’s 
maybe getting going a bit is Seth Jarvis. How would you assess his 
second season so far? 

We’ve seen it 100 times over, sophomore jinx or whatever you want to 
call it. He was starting to squeeze the stick too hard, trying to do a little 
too much at times. And you gotta get back to what the basics are. 

His thing is, as he showed (Thursday against St. Louis), he can shoot the 
puck. He shoots very well, and he can’t pass up those opportunities 
when he gets them. But his goals are going to come. He has been 
getting chances; it just hasn’t been going in for him. So he’s got to just 
stick with it, not squeeze the stick too hard, and he’ll start putting up 
some goals in time here. 

Do you have any concerns about the number of hits he takes? Do you 
worry about that with a smaller player? 

He’s always played that way. He’s not afraid of traffic, he’s not afraid to 
go to the dirty areas, he’s not afraid to go into the corner first. 

There’s some guys when you’re racing for a puck, there’s some guys 
that, for some reason, find a way to be the second guy in, not the first 
guy. And he’s certainly not that. If there’s a puck battle, he’s going to be 
the first guy in there. So he’s going to put himself in a position to take 
more hits. Do I like seeing him getting hit as much? No, but that’s the 
way he plays, and we’re not going to be able to change that. 

The Jesperi Kotkaniemi contract comes up quite a bit. What do you think 
when people say things like the offer sheet and the contract were a 
revenge ploy rather than just trying to get a good young player? 

Yeah, it was not revenge whatsoever. It was a decision we had made. 
Back when this player was drafted, we had a lot of history with him 
because, obviously, we took Andrei (Svechnikov) right in front of him. 

The big question is, I know he had a decent first year and fell off. It’s hard 
for these 18-year-old players to jump in the league. We cannot forget that 
he’s 22 years old. His work ethic is very good. He’s not putting up 
numbers that anybody thought he might do. Rod (Brind’Amour) and I talk 
all the time about it. He does a lot of little things that we like, but we’ve 
got to get some offense from him if he’s going to play on one of those top 
two lines. 

He’s a pass-first, shoot-second guy, and we’ve got to get him out of that 
mentality because he’s passed up some pretty good opportunities — 
always looking for the backdoor or looking for a teammate. 

Is he going to be a top-line center? No. Is he going to be able to play in 
your top nine and be an effective player? We absolutely believe so. 

Have you liked how Brent Burns has fit in so far? 

I mean, here’s a 37-year-old guy that plays and acts like a 21-year-old 
kid. He’s so excited about being in the league. He doesn’t take anything 

for granted. He was our second-best athlete in training camp, 
conditioning-wise. He takes the game very seriously. He prepares for it. 
We’re fortunate because we’ve got (Jordan) Staal and some of the older 
guys that really prepare well for each and every day, whether it’s practice 
or games. 

I think he’s found a good spot here. Overall, I don’t know if he could do 
more. Offensively, he’s starting to get a few more goals and he’s got 
quite a few points. And the thing is, when you have a guy like (Jaccob) 
Slavin, you can bring a lot of guys and it’s probably going to work well 
because of Slavin’s capabilities. But this one really seems like it’s a good 
fit, a good matchup for the two of them, the way they play off each other. 

Has there been any progress at all about a potential contract extension 
with Staal? 

I’ve talked to the agent during training camp, and I think at some point 
here we’ll get together. I don’t anticipate it being a tough one to get done. 
It’s just a matter of figuring out that we both have to come up with 
reasons why we support whatever numbers we’re gonna get. 

We want Jordan to finish his career here, and I think Jordan wants to 
finish his career here. So I’m confident we’ll get something done. 

You’re not concerned that he’s considering not playing after this year? 

No, not at all. I think he definitely wants to play. 

One thing on social media that comes up all the time: When the power 
play gets into a funk like it had been the first 20 games of this year, 
everybody thinks a power play coach is the solution. Have you ever 
considered more specialist coaches for the coaching staff and expanding 
the coaching staff in that way? 

No, not really. If Roddy came to me — Roddy’s the head coach, he’s 
running the team and the power play. If he came to me and said, “Can 
we look at adding a position?” I would certainly be open to talking about 
it. But he feels confident that we’re going to get back on track here. 

It wasn’t like we weren’t getting any chances. I think we went through a 
stretch where we had four open nets within like five or six games on the 
power play and couldn’t bury them, and some of our best players had 
them. 

So it’s not restricted by not going out and getting somebody. It’s more 
restricted that Rod doesn’t like a huge, big staff. He likes the staff he has 
right now, and we’re going to go at it. If things change, we can address it. 

Do you see any needs for the team right now, outside of getting healthy? 

My job as a general manager is to always stay in contact around the 
league to see what’s going on out there. We think we’ve got a really good 
hockey club. We don’t want to make changes for the sake of making 
change. But if there’s a change that we think can make us better, we 
always keep our eye on that. 

Is there anything that we’re focused on right now? Not really. We’ll 
continue to talk around the league. You know, it’s been very slow. 
Usually by U.S. Thanksgiving, there’s some trades made. And this year 
has been (quiet). I think the amount of injuries around the league has 
played a part in it, for sure. And once we get to the holiday season, we 
get through the Christmas and New Year’s part, I think things will pick up 
around the league. I’m not saying for us, necessarily, but around the 
league in general. 

I know being in LTIR makes it tough because you’re talking about money 
in, money out, but when the trade deadline comes around, do you feel 
pretty confident that if you need or want to do something you could make 
a deal? 

Yeah, I do. We look at this daily. Every morning, I look at it just to see 
where we’re at. When (Pacioretty) comes back, we’ve got to make sure 
we have $7 million in cap space for him. So we look at it all the time, and 
I’m pretty confident. 
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Are we going to be able to bring in an $8 million player without having 
money go out? That’s not going to happen. But if we need to add any 
position at that time for depth or whatever reason, I think we can make it 
work. 

People talk about Stanley Cup windows. I know your goal is to always 
contend and build something sustainable. But there comes a point when 
teams kind of push their chips to the middle of the table and really go for 
it. Is that something that you talk about? 

I think pushing your chips, I would look at it differently. I think teams 
around the trade deadline, there’s not that many situations that you can 
say a player has put the team over the top. You’ve got to build your team 
in the summertime and hope you build it in the right direction. 

It doesn’t mean you can’t tweak it, but very rarely has there been that 
trade deadline day player that’s come in and he’s the reason we won the 
Cup. So you’ve got to be careful with that. 

From my end, you try to do the best you can during the summer to build 
a team that can compete for 82 games and can compete in the 
postseason. At the deadline, if there’s an opportunity to tweak your team 
and make it better, add some more depth for the stretch run, that’s an 
important thing to do. 

But I don’t see, at the trade deadline, saying, “Oh, we’re going to get a 
game-changer that’s going to push us over the top.” That’s not how I look 
at it. 
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Marner looks to extend streak as Leafs meet Dallas Stars 

 

MARTY KLINKENBERG 
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This should be something. 

Tuesday night’s contest at American Airlines Center between the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Dallas Stars is the first game in NHL history that 
includes two players with active point streaks of 18 games or more. 

One is Mitch Marner, who looks to extend his Toronto franchise record to 
20 in a row. The other is Jason Robertson of Dallas, who was last held 
off the scoresheet on Oct. 27, 18 games ago. The 23-year-old left wing 
was the NHL’s first star of the month in November and enters the 
encounter with a league-leading 23 goals in 25 games. 

“He is on fire,” Auston Matthews, the Maple Leafs’ centre, said following 
practice Monday in Texas. “I wouldn’t say he is emerging. He has been 
scoring at a really high pace for the last couple of years. 

“The consistency night in and night out is what’s most impressive. It’s not 
easy.” 

Marner broke the club record held jointly by Darryl Sittler and Eddie 
Olczyk during Saturday’s 4-3 overtime defeat at Tampa. 

Despite the loss Toronto has points in each of its last 11 games and is 
15-5-6 and second in the Atlantic Division. The Stars came back from 
four goals down in the third period to tie Minnesota before they lost 6-5 
on Sunday in a shootout. They are first in the Central Division at 14-6-5. 

The Maple Leafs will give Matt Murray his second straight start in goal. 
The 28-year-old is 5-1-2 with a .921 save percentage. Ilya Samsonov will 
play on Thursday when the team returns home to Scotiabank Arena to 
face the Los Angeles Kings. 

Dallas has a deep and talented roster that includes Tyler Seguin, Roope 
Hintz, Jamie Benn, Joe Pavelski and a top netminder in Jake Oettinger. 

All eyes will be on Robertson, however. He has 34 points in those last 18 
games and is third in the NHL in scoring with 41 points, six behind 
Connor McDavid. Robertson’s younger brother, Nicholas, also a left 
wing, plays for Toronto. 

“Pucks find him at an incredible rate,” Sheldon Keefe, the Toronto head 
coach, said of Jason Robertson. “It speaks to his intelligence. He has 
great finishing ability but it is more than that. 

“A lot of great players have that. He is an incredibly smart player with 
incredible hands.” 

Marner scored twice – once short-handed and once on a power play in 
Saturday’s loss to the Lightning. He has nine goals and 17 assists over 
the last 19. 

“I can’t say enough great things about him,” Matthews, one of Marner’s 
linemates, said. “I don’t think anybody is really surprised at the way he is 
playing. He can get as hot as anybody. 

“He has really been turning the tables for our team.” 

With Calle Jarnkrok on the injured list, Semyon Der-Arguchintsev was 
called up from the Toronto Marlies on Sunday and will make his NHL 
debut against Dallas. 

A third-round pick in 2018, Der-Arguchintsev had six goals and 18 points 
in 20 games this season in the AHL. 

“It feels unreal,” Der-Arguchintsev, 22 and from Moscow, said. “I have 
been waiting for this my whole life. 

“I am not even sure how I can explain [it]. It is just incredible.” 

Defenceman Conor Timmins, acquired in a trade with Arizona last month, 
will also play for Toronto for the first time. The 24-year-old has played in 
41 games over the past four seasons with the Coyotes and Colorado 
Avalanche. 

Keefe said he wanted Timmins to see some action before veteran T.J. 
Brodie returns from an injury. 

Brodie practised with the team for the first time in a long time on Monday. 

“I don’t think he is too far away,” Keefe said of Brodie. “We are not ruling 
anything out beyond Tuesday. 

Tyler Seguin, who grew up in the Toronto area, always seems to play his 
best against his hometown club. 

“They are a great team with elite players,” Seguin, a star centre for 
Dallas, said. “They have some tendencies in their own end that we think 
we can take advantage of. 

“We’ll get the shot volume up and hopefully have success.” 
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Leafs vs. Stars. Streak vs. streak. Robertson vs. Robertson. Game on 
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DALLAS—For a Tuesday night in December in a non-traditional hockey 
market, it’s a matchup you can sell. 
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In one corner, there’s Maple Leafs sparkplug Mitch Marner, attempting to 
push his franchise-record point streak to 20 games. Marner is a huge 
reason why the Leafs have taken 13 of a possible 14 points from their 
seven most recent road games. He’s been a buzz saw of a joy to watch 
during the run. 

In the other corner, there’s Jason Robertson of the Dallas Stars. It wasn’t 
long ago that he was perhaps best known in Toronto as the older brother 
of Nick Robertson, the promising 21-year-old Leafs forward. But this 
season has seen Jason, at age 23, raise his hockey world stature to elite 
heights. 

As of Monday afternoon he was leading the race for the Rocket Richard 
Trophy with 23 goals in 25 games. The only players ahead of him in 
points, meanwhile, were Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl. And 
speaking of streaks, Robertson was threatening to take over Marner’s 
mantle as owner of the league’s longest active string of consecutive 
games with a point. The Dallas stalwart is 18 games into his, a franchise 
record since the team moved from Minnesota to Dallas. 

The elder Robertson brother is a big reason why the Stars sat atop the 
Central Division standings while in possession of the best goal differential 
in the Western Conference at plus-26. 

“Pucks find him at an incredible rate, which speaks to the intelligence that 
he plays with,” Sheldon Keefe, the Toronto coach, was saying of Jason 
after Monday’s Leafs practice in suburban Dallas. “He’s an incredibly 
smart player with great hands.” 

Nick Robertson, for his part, insists he’s far from shocked to see his 
brother putting up superstar stats. 

“I’ve seen it at every level he’s been at; he’s elevated his game,” said 
Nick. “He’s a top player in the league and I think he’s now getting (his 
due) as a well-respected player. 

“In a way, it sets a (family) standard. You never know if I’ll ever attain 
that, but hopefully.” 

For Toronto’s Robertson, his brother’s career arc certainly offers 
inspiration. While Jason scored 41 goals last season, it was only a 
couple of years ago that he found himself bouncing in and out of the 
Dallas lineup in a 17-goal sophomore season that saw him play just 51 
games. Not that the siblings will ever be the same player: Jason is six-
foot-three to Nick’s five-foot-nine, for starters. But for Nick, who’s been a 
healthy scratch more than he’d like this season, there are lessons in a 
brother’s success. 

“He’s kind of been through the same path as me, starting as a 21-year-
old and finding his way, being in and out of the lineup and finally kind of 
getting going,” Nick said. “I’m still kind of following in his footsteps a little 
bit. So it’s definitely motivating me seeing the success he’s had, given 
that he’s been in my situation and he’s fought through adversity.” 

It’s a good time to be motivated if you’re a Leaf still looking to establish 
an NHL foothold. Injuries to various regulars continue to provide 
opportunities to others. Nick, who played alongside Marner and John 
Tavares in Saturday’s overtime loss in Tampa, was back on that line at 
Monday’s practice, no doubt well aware that the chances to play in such 
elite company won’t be unlimited if they’re not seized. 

Nick caused a practice-ice scare at one point Monday, losing an edge 
during a drill and hurtling head first in the direction of Keefe, the 
bystanding coach. 

“I was nervous for myself; I was more nervous for Nick,” said Keefe. 

The coach, as it turned out, deftly evaded potential disaster with some 
quick footwork. 

Laughed Nick: “(Keefe) had the hops to get over me.” 

“Still got it,” said the 42-year-old Keefe, a junior hockey star who played 
125 NHL games almost a couple of decades ago. 

Fates willing, Tuesday’s game here is expected to mark a couple of 
Leafs debuts. 

If Monday’s plan holds, Conor Timmins, the defenceman who came from 
Arizona in a trade last month, will draw into the lineup on the third pairing 
alongside Victor Mete. Keefe said it’s important to get Timmins some 
playing time now, especially since first-pairing stalwart T.J. Brodie — who 
participated in his first full practice Monday since missing most of a 
month with an oblique injury — is getting close to a return, a 
development that’ll make blueline minutes suddenly less abundant. 

Meanwhile, Semyon Der-Arguchintsev, Toronto third-round draft pick in 
2018, went through line rushes Monday as a fourth-liner and is expected 
to make his NHL debut after being the subject of what Keefe called 
“glowing” scouting reports as a member of the AHL Marlies this season. 

Those players, of course, are relative footnotes. The likes of Marner and 
Jason Robertson are the stuff of NHL marquees. And certainly the Stars 
forward’s numbers are worthy of top billing. Marner, during his 19-game 
point streak, has nine goals and 26 points; Jason Robertson, during his 
18-gamer, has 21 goals and 34 points. 

And to Nick Robertson’s point, maybe it’s not surprising. Jason is leading 
the NHL in goals not only this season, but for all of 2022. He’s got 54, 
two more than Auston Matthews and three more than Minnesota’s Kirill 
Kaprizov, the latter of whom beat out Robertson for the Calder Trophy in 
2020-21. As a fellow California-born sniper — Matthews was born in the 
northern part of the state, near San Jose; the Robertsons hail from 
SoCal, near the home of the Anaheim Ducks — Matthews is well-attuned 
to the Dallas forward’s star quality. 

“He’s been scoring at a really high pace the last couple of years,” 
Matthews said, “but obviously he’s been on fire lately.” 

Nick was asked which of the league’s two longest active point streaks will 
outlive the other. 

“I don’t know. Hopefully it’s Mitchy, because we want to win (Tuesday) 
and (Jason) is definitely a key factor in the Stars winning when he’s 
producing,” said Nick. “I’ll have to say Mitchy now. But personally, as a 
brother, I want to see (Jason) succeed. So, you find a fine balance. 
Maybe (Jason) to keep the streak going, but we win the game.” 
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It’s been a crazy fun start to this most unpredictable NHL season. 

We’ve seen a 9-8 final, a player put together a 19-game points streak, a 
35-year-old legend surge into the top 10 in league scoring, a second-year 
franchise rocket up the standings … and, well, that’s all just happened in 
the past week alone. 

Get this: We’re also almost 30 per cent of the way through the schedule. 

That happened fast. 

So what have we learned? Here are 10 things we think we know about 
the 2022-23 NHL season. 

1. The Kraken are cracking all of our misconceptions about them 
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The NHL’s youngest franchise has taken a serious step in Year 2. 
Consider that they’ve reeled off 15 wins through 23 games after taking 46 
games to reach that number during a difficult expansion campaign. 
What’s more, they’re doing it with the league’s second-worst overall save 
percentage (although those numbers may be skewed slightly by the wild 
9-8 overtime win over Los Angeles on Tuesday). 

So, what’s working? Red-hot rookie Matty Beniers looks like the real 
deal, their five-on-five play is among the best in the league and the off-
season additions of André Burakovsky and Justin Schultz have provided 
a serious boost to the power play. 

2. Erik Karlsson has turned himself back into a tradable asset 

With no disrespect intended toward Karlsson’s Hall of Fame-worthy 
career, you wouldn’t have found many who thought it possible. Not at his 
age (32), with his injury history (vast), plus his cap hit ($11.5 million U.S.) 
and the number of years remaining on his contract (four seasons beyond 
this one). 

That equation didn’t come close to adding up as recently as last summer. 
Except here Karlsson is looking like a challenger for the Norris Trophy 
again. His underlying numbers are solid on a struggling San Jose Sharks 
team, and he’s got 32 points in 26 games while playing 25 minutes per 
night. That contract is no longer an immovable object. There’s interest 
out there. 

3. Jesper Bratt is the best player no one outside of New Jersey is talking 
about 

The former sixth-round pick has put up 0.89 points per game since 2020, 
and he’s ratcheted up that production this season while skating on the 
top line of the NHL’s second-best team. 

The Devils hound the puck and Bratt is among their very best in shot 
share and expected goals metrics. He’s also due a new contract at 
season’s end and only has one RFA year remaining — arming his agent 
with the leverage needed to score a major payday. More league-wide 
respect is bound to come, too. 

4. Patrice Bergeron isn’t ready to release his iron grip on the Selke 
Trophy 

At this point, we should just rename the award given to the NHL’s best 
defensive forward after Bergeron. The man has been a Selke finalist 11 
years running — winning five times — and the drive for a sixth is very 
much alive. 

Bergeron nearly retired last summer before signing a one-year deal with 
the Bruins in August. He’s now played more than 250 minutes at five-on-
five in his age-37 season and has been on the ice for just three goals 
against. No wonder Boston looks like a big-time Stanley Cup contender. 
Chasing another championship is the only thing on Bergeron’s mind, but 
he may pick up more hardware along the way. 

5. Don’t expect Canada’s Cup drought to end in 2023 

Full disclaimer: It’s far too early to say this with certainty and there are 
probably 10 NHL teams that could raise the Stanley Cup in June. A 
couple of those play in Canadian cities. Still, the first stretch of schedule 
has largely been marked by disappointment in the Great White North. 

At this stage, the Maple Leafs look like the truest contender after a 
November where they lost only one game in regulation, but they’ve got 
some major demons to slay before sniffing a championship. 

The Jets have had a solid bounce back under new head coach Rick 
Bowness, but they’re still in the Western Conference chase pack. Most 
alarming is the indifferent results out of Alberta, where it looks like 
Edmonton and Calgary might end up battling for the final playoff spot 
rather than in another best-of-seven series. 

6. Carter Hart would be Team Canada’s starting goalie if we had a best-
on-best tournament this winter 

Alas, best-on-best is only a distant dream at this point. It’s still notable 
how well Hart has played behind a dreadful Philadelphia Flyers team — 
rebounding from a couple of tough seasons to stop 13.5 goals above 
expected, according to MoneyPuck. That’s second in the league to Ilya 
Sorokin of the New York Islanders, who should be considered the early 
Vezina Trophy front-runner. 

Speaking of a theoretical best-on-best event, Russia would be facing a 
tough decision in goal among Sorokin, Andrei Vasilevskiy and Igor 
Shesterkin. 

7. Jason Robertson could actually challenge Connor McDavid in the 
scoring race 

Imagine making that prediction in September? Robertson has arguably 
been the league’s best story to this point, scoring an eye-popping 22 
goals through 24 games for the Dallas Stars while amassing 39 points. 

McDavid is still the favourite for an Art Ross Trophy he wins each year as 
a matter of course, with a four-point edge over Robertson and 
unmatched offensive gifts. But he’s bound to be pushed by a 23-year-old 
who has yet to hit his own ceiling. This looks like more than just a 
scorching hot stretch in Texas. Robertson has arrived. 

8. Auston Matthews appears to be finding his next gear 

Roughly 99 per cent of NHLers would love to “struggle” in the manner the 
Leafs sniper has this season, with 12 goals and 28 points in 26 games. 
Still, it was another slow-ish start for Matthews, who endured something 
similar a year ago before going parabolic and finishing with 60 goals in 
73 games. 

He’s got a lot of ground to make up on Robertson to claim a third straight 
Rocket Richard Trophy, but don’t rule it out just yet. Matthews is believed 
to have been playing through some nagging injuries early in the year, but 
finished November with goals in three straight games and had the NHL’s 
ninth-best point total in the month. He’s trending up. 

9. Sidney Crosby is still a beast 

In fact, he’s making 35 look like the new 25 for NHL superstars. It’s 
insane that the Pittsburgh Penguins captain is producing the third-best 
points per hour rate (3.64) of any NHL player at five-on-five — vastly 
outpacing established stars such as McDavid, Matthews, Mitch Marner, 
Nathan MacKinnon and David Pastrnak, while even holding off the 
breakout campaigns from Robertson, Tage Thompson and Jack Hughes. 

Even though Crosby ceded the “best player in the world” crown in recent 
years, he’s still one of the absolute best there is in his 18th NHL season. 

10. The head coaching position is becoming a smidge less volatile — for 
the moment, anyway 

All 32 men who ran training camps remain employed today. By the first 
week of December a year ago, there had already been four changes 
behind the bench. 

Now, that’s not to suggest it’s been a smooth ride for everyone. Bruce 
Boudreau has been publicly criticized by Canucks management, D.J. 
Smith’s boss in Ottawa has twice given him a dreaded vote of 
confidence, Gerard Gallant has taken some heat in Manhattan and even 
Sheldon Keefe took early-season questions about his job security in 
Toronto. It remains to be seen how long the league-wide grace period will 
last. Remember that Barry Trotz has indicated that he’ll be ready to work 
again by the middle of December. 

Toronto Star LOADED: 12.06.2022 

1261715 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Ten things we’ve learned so far in the 2022-23 NHL season 

 

Chris Johnston 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 6, 2022 

 

Mon., Dec. 5, 2022timer6 min. read 

updated 15 hrs ago 

 

It’s been a crazy fun start to this most unpredictable NHL season. 

We’ve seen a 9-8 final, a player put together a 19-game points streak, a 
35-year-old legend surge into the top 10 in league scoring, a second-year 
franchise rocket up the standings … and, well, that’s all just happened in 
the past week alone. 

Get this: We’re also almost 30 per cent of the way through the schedule. 

That happened fast. 

So what have we learned? Here are 10 things we think we know about 
the 2022-23 NHL season. 

1. The Kraken are cracking all of our misconceptions about them 

The NHL’s youngest franchise has taken a serious step in Year 2. 
Consider that they’ve reeled off 15 wins through 23 games after taking 46 
games to reach that number during a difficult expansion campaign. 
What’s more, they’re doing it with the league’s second-worst overall save 
percentage (although those numbers may be skewed slightly by the wild 
9-8 overtime win over Los Angeles on Tuesday). 

So, what’s working? Red-hot rookie Matty Beniers looks like the real 
deal, their five-on-five play is among the best in the league and the off-
season additions of André Burakovsky and Justin Schultz have provided 
a serious boost to the power play. 

2. Erik Karlsson has turned himself back into a tradable asset 

With no disrespect intended toward Karlsson’s Hall of Fame-worthy 
career, you wouldn’t have found many who thought it possible. Not at his 
age (32), with his injury history (vast), plus his cap hit ($11.5 million U.S.) 
and the number of years remaining on his contract (four seasons beyond 
this one). 

That equation didn’t come close to adding up as recently as last summer. 
Except here Karlsson is looking like a challenger for the Norris Trophy 
again. His underlying numbers are solid on a struggling San Jose Sharks 
team, and he’s got 32 points in 26 games while playing 25 minutes per 
night. That contract is no longer an immovable object. There’s interest 
out there. 

3. Jesper Bratt is the best player no one outside of New Jersey is talking 
about 

The former sixth-round pick has put up 0.89 points per game since 2020, 
and he’s ratcheted up that production this season while skating on the 
top line of the NHL’s second-best team. 

The Devils hound the puck and Bratt is among their very best in shot 
share and expected goals metrics. He’s also due a new contract at 
season’s end and only has one RFA year remaining — arming his agent 
with the leverage needed to score a major payday. More league-wide 
respect is bound to come, too. 

4. Patrice Bergeron isn’t ready to release his iron grip on the Selke 
Trophy 

At this point, we should just rename the award given to the NHL’s best 
defensive forward after Bergeron. The man has been a Selke finalist 11 
years running — winning five times — and the drive for a sixth is very 
much alive. 

Bergeron nearly retired last summer before signing a one-year deal with 
the Bruins in August. He’s now played more than 250 minutes at five-on-
five in his age-37 season and has been on the ice for just three goals 
against. No wonder Boston looks like a big-time Stanley Cup contender. 
Chasing another championship is the only thing on Bergeron’s mind, but 
he may pick up more hardware along the way. 

5. Don’t expect Canada’s Cup drought to end in 2023 

Full disclaimer: It’s far too early to say this with certainty and there are 
probably 10 NHL teams that could raise the Stanley Cup in June. A 
couple of those play in Canadian cities. Still, the first stretch of schedule 
has largely been marked by disappointment in the Great White North. 

At this stage, the Maple Leafs look like the truest contender after a 
November where they lost only one game in regulation, but they’ve got 
some major demons to slay before sniffing a championship. 

The Jets have had a solid bounce back under new head coach Rick 
Bowness, but they’re still in the Western Conference chase pack. Most 
alarming is the indifferent results out of Alberta, where it looks like 
Edmonton and Calgary might end up battling for the final playoff spot 
rather than in another best-of-seven series. 

6. Carter Hart would be Team Canada’s starting goalie if we had a best-
on-best tournament this winter 

Alas, best-on-best is only a distant dream at this point. It’s still notable 
how well Hart has played behind a dreadful Philadelphia Flyers team — 
rebounding from a couple of tough seasons to stop 13.5 goals above 
expected, according to MoneyPuck. That’s second in the league to Ilya 
Sorokin of the New York Islanders, who should be considered the early 
Vezina Trophy front-runner. 

Speaking of a theoretical best-on-best event, Russia would be facing a 
tough decision in goal among Sorokin, Andrei Vasilevskiy and Igor 
Shesterkin. 

7. Jason Robertson could actually challenge Connor McDavid in the 
scoring race 

Imagine making that prediction in September? Robertson has arguably 
been the league’s best story to this point, scoring an eye-popping 22 
goals through 24 games for the Dallas Stars while amassing 39 points. 

McDavid is still the favourite for an Art Ross Trophy he wins each year as 
a matter of course, with a four-point edge over Robertson and 
unmatched offensive gifts. But he’s bound to be pushed by a 23-year-old 
who has yet to hit his own ceiling. This looks like more than just a 
scorching hot stretch in Texas. Robertson has arrived. 

8. Auston Matthews appears to be finding his next gear 

Roughly 99 per cent of NHLers would love to “struggle” in the manner the 
Leafs sniper has this season, with 12 goals and 28 points in 26 games. 
Still, it was another slow-ish start for Matthews, who endured something 
similar a year ago before going parabolic and finishing with 60 goals in 
73 games. 

He’s got a lot of ground to make up on Robertson to claim a third straight 
Rocket Richard Trophy, but don’t rule it out just yet. Matthews is believed 
to have been playing through some nagging injuries early in the year, but 
finished November with goals in three straight games and had the NHL’s 
ninth-best point total in the month. He’s trending up. 

9. Sidney Crosby is still a beast 

In fact, he’s making 35 look like the new 25 for NHL superstars. It’s 
insane that the Pittsburgh Penguins captain is producing the third-best 
points per hour rate (3.64) of any NHL player at five-on-five — vastly 
outpacing established stars such as McDavid, Matthews, Mitch Marner, 
Nathan MacKinnon and David Pastrnak, while even holding off the 
breakout campaigns from Robertson, Tage Thompson and Jack Hughes. 

Even though Crosby ceded the “best player in the world” crown in recent 
years, he’s still one of the absolute best there is in his 18th NHL season. 

10. The head coaching position is becoming a smidge less volatile — for 
the moment, anyway 

All 32 men who ran training camps remain employed today. By the first 
week of December a year ago, there had already been four changes 
behind the bench. 
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Now, that’s not to suggest it’s been a smooth ride for everyone. Bruce 
Boudreau has been publicly criticized by Canucks management, D.J. 
Smith’s boss in Ottawa has twice given him a dreaded vote of 
confidence, Gerard Gallant has taken some heat in Manhattan and even 
Sheldon Keefe took early-season questions about his job security in 
Toronto. It remains to be seen how long the league-wide grace period will 
last. Remember that Barry Trotz has indicated that he’ll be ready to work 
again by the middle of December. 
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FARMERS BRANCH, Tex. — Semyon Der-Arguchintsev can stop 
holding his breath.  

The 22-year-old forward will make his National Hockey League debut on 
Tuesday when the Maple Leafs clash with the Dallas Stars at the 
American Airlines Center. 

Corner Kicks with Derek Van Diest 

As the Canadian national soccer teams head to their respective FIFA 
World Cups, Derek Van Diest is on the scene to cover all the action. 
Expect expert insights and analysis in your inbox daily throughout the 
tournaments, and weekly on Thursdays for the rest of the season. 

“It feels unreal,” Der-Arguchintsev said on Monday. “I’ve been waiting for 
it my whole life, so it’s just an incredible feeling. I can’t even explain how 
happy I am.” 

Officially recalled from the Toronto Marlies on Sunday, Der-Arguchintsev 
was told by Marlies coach Greg Moore following the team’s game on 
Saturday that he was being summoned by the Leafs.  

While Der-Arguchintsev has 18 points in 20 games with the Marlies, it 
was a rounding-out of his game that drew the Leafs’ attention.  

“All the reports with the Marlies have been glowing of Semmy’s play, in 
particular his play away from the puck and his work habits and 
competitiveness,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said. “They are the things 
we’ve been asking him to do for quite some time. He has delivered on 
that.” 

Der-Arguchintsev will wear No. 85 with the Leafs. 

“That was my goal, to get called up this year,” Der-Arguchintsev said. “I 
worked hard on the defensive side of the puck. I started doing all those 
things. I’ve got to continue to do it and get better at it especially at this 
level, if I want to be here.” 

Der-Arguchintsev practised on Monday on the right side on a line with 
centre Pontus Holmberg and winger Zach Aston-Reese. Coming out of 
the lineup will be veteran Wayne Simmonds, who played in Tampa 
against the Lightning on Saturday. Denis Malgin will be a healthy scratch 
for the third game in a row.  

There’s going to be more responsibility for Der-Arguchintsev than just 
fourth-line duty.  

Keefe has revamped his second power-play unit. Der-Arguchintsev and 
defenceman Conor Timmins, who will make his Leafs debut on Tuesday, 
will be part of the unit with Nick Robertson, Michael Bunting and Pierre 
Engvall.  

“It’s trying to get them involved, give them an opportunity to show what 
they can do,” Keefe said of Der-Arguchintsev and Timmins. “Both of 
those guys have had success at different levels playing on the power 
play and that’s part of who they are. Our second unit has not produced a 
lot, hasn’t necessarily clicked or found its real identity.” 

Keefe noted the differences in what Der-Arguchintsev potentially can 
bring to the NHL.  

“He’s certainly not the traditional hockey player that you encounter,” 
Keefe said. “He has a unique skill set, plays the game a unique way. 
That’s part of his growth, is to find that balance of using the skill and the 
type of slower, more methodical game that he plays, but also being able 
to play and compete in the high-paced, physical, competitive game that is 
the NHL and the AHL for that matter. 

“He’s a versatile guy who can do a lot of good things under pressure that 
allow him to play against bigger, stronger guys. He has been able to do 
that well in pre-season hockey, and he has followed it up with a good 
start to the AHL season.” 

It wasn’t lost on the 5-foot-10, 173-pound Der-Arguchintsev that he will 
make his NHL debut in the building he was drafted in. In 2018, the Leafs 
picked him 76th overall in Dallas.  

“I was thinking about that too,” Der-Arguchintsev said. “But it doesn’t 
matter where — it’s just cool that I’m going to play. I’ve been waiting for it 
for so long, it’s just incredible.” 

TIMMINS ON TAP 

Timmins had to wait a couple of weeks to play for the Leafs after being 
acquired from the Arizona Coyotes, but wasn’t complaining. 

“Make the plays that are in front of you, defend hard, do the little things 
that can help the team win,” Timmins said of his plans for his first game 
in a Toronto uniform. “Just keeping it simple.” 

Timmins, wearing No. 25, will be paired with Victor Mete.  

“He’s had some practice time with us and we thought it made sense (to 
get him in),” Keefe said. “He’s putting a lot of work in with our 
development team. The timing is right. (TJ) Brodie’s return is not too far 
away, so it’s going to be harder to get (others such as Timmins) in.” 

LOOSE LEAFS 

Auston Matthews on Der-Arguchintsev: “He’s a little ball of energy out 
there. You can see that he’s not afraid to make plays.” … The full Leafs 
team attended the Dallas Cowboys’ home game on Sunday night, which 
became a 54-19 romp at the expense of the Indianapolis Colts. “The 
absolute stomp-down the Cowboys put on, that was fun,” Matthews said. 
“Most of us had never been to (AT&T Stadium) before. It’s quite the 
spectacle and we all had a really good time.” … There was some tough 
news for a couple of Leafs prospects who had hopes of playing at the 
2023 world junior championship in Halifax and Moncton this month. 
Despite leading the Ontario Hockey League in scoring with 48 points for 
the Sarnia Sting, Ty Voit did not get an invitation to the United States’ 
selection camp. And Fraser Minten, who suffered a wrist injury in Leafs 
camp that delayed the start of his season, did not get invited to Canada’s 
selection camp. Minten has 22 points in 16 games for the Kamloops 
Blazers of the Western Hockey League. 
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Brodie practises, getting closer to returning to Maple Leafs blue line 
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FARMERS BRANCH, Tex. — TJ Brodie has taken a big stride toward 
returning to the Maple Leafs defence corps. 

For the first time since being forced to the sideline with an oblique injury, 
Brodie fully participated in practice on Monday.  

Corner Kicks with Derek Van Diest 

As the Canadian national soccer teams head to their respective FIFA 
World Cups, Derek Van Diest is on the scene to cover all the action. 
Expect expert insights and analysis in your inbox daily throughout the 
tournaments, and weekly on Thursdays for the rest of the season. 

Brodie has not played since Nov. 11.  

“It’s definitely close,” Brodie said. “It’s at the stage now where you try to 
add a little bit more each day and hopefully not go backward. 

“We added shooting last week and I slowly felt better. The next step is 
getting back in the game mindset and taking some hits.” 

Coach Sheldon Keefe wouldn’t put a stamp on a return date for Brodie, 
but acknowledged it’s not far off. The Leafs aren’t scheduled to practise 
again until Friday. 

“I don’t think we’re ruling him out for anything at this point beyond 
(Tuesday),” Keefe said. “We’ll have to see how he responds from 
practice.  

“The guys have held the fort and we have found ways to win, but we’re a 
better team when we have our experienced and best defencemen 
available. Whether it’s Brodie or Mo (Morgan Rielly, out with a knee 
injury), getting these guys back gives the guys life.” 

Toronto Sun LOADED: 12.06.2022 

1261718 Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Lengthy streaks on the line, NHL history made as Maple Leafs' Marner, 
Stars' Robertson go head to head 

 

Terry Koshan 

Publishing date:Dec 05, 2022  •  9 hours ago  •  3 minute read 

 

FARMERS BRANCH, Tex. — Mitch Marner and Jason Robertson will 
make National Hockey League history as soon as each steps onto the 
ice on Tuesday night. 

When the Maple Leafs and Dallas Stars meet at the American Airlines 
Center, for the first time an NHL game will feature two players who are 
on a point streak of at least 18 consecutive games.  

Corner Kicks with Derek Van Diest 

As the Canadian national soccer teams head to their respective FIFA 
World Cups, Derek Van Diest is on the scene to cover all the action. 
Expect expert insights and analysis in your inbox daily throughout the 
tournaments, and weekly on Thursdays for the rest of the season. 

Marner will look to extend his Leafs record to 20 games after breaking 
the mark of 18, set by Darryl Sittler and tied by Eddie Olczyk; at 18 
games, Robertson is two off the Stars franchise record set by Brian 
Bellows in the 1985-86 season, when the team was based in Minnesota.  

Marner has 26 points (nine goals and 17 assists) in his past 19 games. 
Robertson’s numbers have been more eye-popping, as he has 34 points 
(21 goals and 13 assists) in his past 18 games. 

Leafs star Auston Matthews, not exactly an offensive slouch, is wowed 
by what each has accomplished. 

“It’s just the consistency factor night in, night out,” Matthews said, 
referring to Marner, after the Leafs practised Monday afternoon at a rink 
in this Dallas suburb. 

“It’s not easy. There’s competing every night no matter what the situation 
is, no matter what the game gives you, just sticking with it. 

“I can’t say enough great things about him. He’s such a leader on this 
team. I don’t think anybody is really too surprised. He can get as hot as 
anybody and just to roll through games like that and be so consistent, it’s 
impressive. He has been really turning the tables for our team.” 

How about the play of Robertson, who will face younger brother Nick on 
Tuesday night?  

“He’s on fire,” Matthews said. “I’m not sure it’s much of an emergence. 
He has been scoring at a really high pace in the last couple of years. 
(Dallas) has been playing really well and it’s going to be another a good 
test for us.” 

There will be a couple of lineup changes for the Leafs following a 4-3 
overtime loss in Tampa on Saturday against the Lightning. 

Rather than put forward Denis Malgin — who will sit for the third game in 
a row and fifth time in seven games — back in, the Leafs recalled 
Semyon Der-Arguchintsev from the Toronto Marlies and the 22-year-old 
will make his NHL debut.  

After earning praise from coach Sheldon Keefe in the early weeks of the 
season, Malgin has fallen out of favour.  

On the Toronto blue line, Conor Timmins will play for the first time since 
he was acquired from the Arizona Coyotes on Nov. 23. Mac Hollowell will 
sit after playing in the past six games. 

Matt Murray will start in goal for the Leafs, and Keefe indicated that Ilya 
Samsonov will be in net on Thursday when the Leafs play the Los 
Angeles Kings to kick off a three-game home stand. 

The Leafs have gained at least one point in 16 of their past 17 games, 
going 11-1-5. They haven’t lost in regulation since falling 4-2 against 
Pittsburgh on Nov. 11.  

The Stars, meanwhile, are in first place in the Central Division. Since 
losing two in a row in regulation in early November, Dallas is 6-1-4. 

The Leafs have kept Robertson under control in previous meetings, as 
Toronto is one of six NHL teams that Robertson has not scored a goal 
against. In four career games versus the Leafs, Robertson has three 
assists. 

Keefe knows, though, the harsh reality in trying to stop Robertson from 
making an offensive impact. 

“Pucks find him at an incredible rate, which speaks to the intelligence that 
he plays with,” Keefe said. “He has a great finishing ability. Right now, 
he’s finding a lot of pucks that come to him in good spots and he is 
making good on them. Incredibly smart player with great hands.” 

In 11 career games against the Stars, Marner has 16 points (two goals 
and 14 assists). 

Timmins was glad that for the first time in the NHL, he will be on Marner’s 
side, rather than trying to keep him in check.  

“He thinks two plays ahead, so you have to be ready for anything when 
you are defending, and close on him quick,” Timmins said. “(The streak) 
is impressive, it’s well-deserved. He puts in the work and it’s really cool to 
watch in person.” 
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Maple Leafs’ goaltending shows encouraging signs, but it’s still too early 
to get excited 

 

Jonas Siegel6-7 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

DALLAS — Thirty minutes before practice began on Monday afternoon, 
Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov got to work with Maple Leafs goalie 
coach Curtis Sanford. 

The three of them went through just under a dozen drills with help from 
Denver Manderson, a member of the Leafs skill development team, and 
Mac Hollowell, who will be scratched when the Leafs play the Stars on 
Tuesday night. The goalies hugged their posts and then emerged atop 
the crease to challenge a shot from the faceoff circle. 

They took shots from the right point and then slid cross-crease to stop 
another shooter from the doorstep. They looked to the right point and slid 
left across the crease again to deny a shooter from the opposite side, just 
inside the blue line. 

Whatever Sanford is preaching these days is working. The Leafs rank 
sixth in the NHL in team save percentage (.912) — this, despite Murray 
and Samsonov missing a combined 26 games to injury. Tuesday’s game 
in Dallas will be only the fifth all season that Murray and Samsonov have 
both been available. 

And yet, it’s way — way — too early to know what’s real and what’s not 
when it comes to the Leafs’ crease. To know, that is, if the two-pronged 
gamble that Kyle Dubas made in goal will be a success. A “wait-and-see” 
approach is required. It’s a longggg year. And what’s true about 
goaltending especially in November and December sometimes isn’t true 
anymore by March. If any team knows that well, it’s the Leafs. 

At this point last season, Jack Campbell was looking like the best goalie 
in the world. He was an early frontrunner for the Vezina Trophy and was 
seeing his name bandied about in conversations about Team USA’s 
goalies at the Olympics. (There was also plenty of talk about a contract 
extension, which the Leafs wisely decided against.) 

At this stage last season, the Leafs ranked second in the league with a 
.925 save percentage — largely because of Campbell. They finished 
22nd. 

Leafs' save percentage after 26 games 

Started Finished 

2022-23 

0.912 

? 

Rank 

6th 

? 

2021-22 

0.925 

0.899 

Rank 

2nd 

22nd 

It’s not hard to forget what happened. 

Campbell struggled for three months, which included missed time with an 
injury, and his backup Petr Mrazek sputtered to the point that Erik 

Källgren — who hadn’t played any games in the league at that point — 
got the nod instead. 

By March, Leafs’ brass was frantically searching for a goalie and nearly 
landed Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Again, it’s a long year. 

Murray and Samsonov have combined to make only 17 starts this 
season. It’s hard to read too, too much into such a small sample, 
especially with these two goalies. 

The biggest question with Murray, a gigantic one that hasn’t gone away 
and won’t until the season is done, is whether he can stay healthy 
through prolonged use. He’s already missed a month with an adductor 
injury. The Leafs are taking great care not to overwork him — sitting him 
out of the odd practice and every optional morning skate. 

Can he string together a month’s worth of quality starts — and stay 
healthy? And then another month after that. 

There are still five months left in the regular season. 

Samsonov has been a notoriously hot starter only to cool off as the 
season rolls along. Will this season be any different? 

What’s gone on so far is obviously encouraging — early though it may 
be. 

Murray has made eight starts in all, seven since he returned last month 
from injury. He’s 5-0-2 during that three-week stretch with a .930 save 
percentage overall, including a scorching-hot .946 clip at five-on-five. 

He’s stopped almost five goals more than expected to this point overall. 

There haven’t been very many blatantly bad goals to beat him, which is 
why Alex Killorn’s OT winner over the weekend in Tampa stood out. The 
shot squirted through the short side from a not-great angle. 

Murray hasn’t really had a bad game per se since he came back. He’s 
been cool and composed most nights, looking like the kind of goalie who 
might be able to go head-to-head with someone like Andrei Vasilevskiy in 
a playoff series. 

Samsonov returned from a knee injury last week to stop all but one of the 
24 shots he faced from the Sharks in a win. 

He leads the Leafs with seven wins and a .924 save percentage and has 
stopped seven goals more than expected — the seventh-best mark in the 
league so far heading into play on Monday (small sample size 
notwithstanding). 

Hot starts are nothing new with this dude though. 

Samsonov first 10 games in ... 

Season Record Save % 

2019-20 

7-2-1 

.917 

2020-21 

7-1-1 

.917 

2021-22 

8-0-1 

.915 

The guy who’s actually played the most minutes in the Leafs’ crease is 
Källgren. He has let some squeakers in over 10 appearances — hence 
the .898 save percentage — and yet still has allowed fewer five-on-five 
goals (14) than expected (18). 
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That the goaltending has remained steady all the way through is a credit 
to Sanford, who replaced Steve Briere as goalie coach over the summer. 

Skepticism about the Leafs’ goaltending before the season was entirely 
warranted and remains so even now. Murray hadn’t been effective or 
healthy for years. Samsonov was a below-average starter in two of his 
first three NHL seasons and was shown the door by the team that drafted 
him in the first round. 

We need a lot more evidence to know if the Leafs made the right call in 
goal. The whole season really, the playoffs especially. Can either guy get 
it done when it matters? 

If what we’re seeing now bears out over the full year, Dubas deserves all 
the credit he’ll get. 

It’s just too soon to make that call yet. 
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Florida Panthers Place Patric Hornqvist on LTIR 

 

George Richards 

 

The Florida Panthers will place Patric Hornqvist on long-term injured 
reserve (LTIR) today after he took a high hit in the second period of 
Saturday night’s game in Seattle. 

Hornqvist apparently sustained a concussion in the game, one he was 
immediately taken out of by medical trainer Dave DiNapoli. 

By putting Hornqvist on LTIR, the Panthers will be able to clear a decent-
sized chunk of his $5.3 million cap hit to bring up other players in the 
interim. 

Hornqvist will have to miss 10 games and 24 days before he can come 
off LTIR. 

Frank Seravalli was the first to report the news. 

Florida started Saturday’s game a player short due to Anton Lundell 
being unable to go. The Panthers then lost Radko Gudas and Hornqvist 
during the game. 

Gudas also appeared to sustain a concussion when he collided with 
teammate Sam Bennett. 

The Panthers visit Winnipeg on Tuesday night and will likely recall a 
number of players from AHL Charlotte to fill out the roster. 

By having Hornqvist’s salary temporarily off the cap, Florida can bring up 
a couple of players. 

UPDATE: Florida has brought up veteran center Zac Dalpe and 
defenseman Matt Kiersted from Charlotte. 

Florida panthers 

As for Anthony Duclair returning, that does not appear to be close to 
happening although some are linking Hornqvist’s trip to LTIR to Duclair 
returning. 

That is not the case. As of last week, Duclair had yet to start skating after 
having offseason surgery on his Achilles tendon. 

Once he starts skating it could take 4-6 weeks before he is ready to 
return to the lineup. 

Hornqvist may be back by then. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT WINNIPEG JETS 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Canada Life Center; Winnipeg, Manitoba 

TV: Bally Sports Florida; ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Atlanta Thrashers/Winnipeg Jets lead 50-
31-8, 5 ties 
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FHN Today: Florida Panthers Chill Out in Wyoming 

 

George Richards 

 

The Florida Panthers had a couple of days to kill before playing the 
Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday night. 

They could have stayed in Seattle an extra day, flew to Winnipeg early — 
or enjoy the crisp mountain air in Wyoming. 

They also could have gone to Vegas for a day, but whatever. 

Wyoming looks nice, too. 

The Panthers landed in Jackson Hole on Sunday morning for a day off in 
the scenic Rocky Mountains. 

The team is going to have some fun today with an afternoon practice 
scheduled at the Snow King Sports and Event Center before flying to 
Manitoba. 

Practice is open to the public, so if you’re in the neighborhood… 

Off day things. Greetings from Jackson Hole, Wyoming. @HeyRedDeer 
pic.twitter.com/kX5NjbsrKF 

— Katie Engleson (@KatieEngleson) December 5, 2022 

FLORIDA HOCKEY NOW 

Paul Maurice wanted one of his goalies to take the net and run with it and 
Spencer Knight has certainly done so, starting nine of the team’s past 13 
games. 

While nothing has been announced, you have to assume he will start on 
Tuesday as well. 

Knight has been terrific and we can call him Florida’s starting goalie. But 
is a permanent gig? I don’t think it is. Sergei Bobrovsky is going to get his 
shot again — but he is going to have to earn it. 

— We should know a lot more later this afternoon, but if the Panthers 
were to be without Radko Gudas and/or Patric Hornqvist on Tuesday, 
they would be forced to play shorthanded due to the salary cap situation. 

Why? It’s complicated. 

Florida did bring up Chris Tierney from Charlotte in case Anton Lundell 
cannot go. 

UPDATE: Hornqvist is going on LTIR to clear a big chunk of his $5.3 
million cap hit. 
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— Although the Panthers were shorthanded, they certainly did not look 
like it against the Kraken as they took a 3-1 lead into the third. 

Carter Verhaeghe scored two goals, Sam Bennett had three assists and 
the power play went 3-for-4. It was a good stay in Seattle for the 
Panthers. 

— Catch up on all the FHN stories from the past week with the Florida 
Panthers Wrap. 

— The Panthers took Sunday off, but the postgame video from Saturday 
night’s win in Seattle is on the FHN YouTube Channel featured Maurice, 
Knight, Carter Verhaeghe and Marc Staal. 

Check out all of our FHN videos RIGHT HERE or just click on the videos 
below and enjoy them at your leisure. 

NATIONAL HOCKEY NOW 

Bruce Cassidy was back in the Garden for the first time since being fired 
by the Boston Bruins. 

The first thing he did when he went out into the arena was go to his old 
spot on the home bench to look around. 

Cassidy has a lot of good memories from his time in Boston. 

— If the Detroit Red Wings want to be a playoff team, they need to take 
care of teams like Columbus. Which they did on Sunday night at 
Nationwide. 

— The Pittsburgh Penguins played a clean game Sunday as they blew 
out the Blues at PPG. 

— The Philadelphia Flyers did not do enough to help out Carter Hart in a 
loss to the Devils. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT WINNIPEG JETS 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Canada Life Center; Winnipeg, Manitoba 

TV: Bally Sports Florida; ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Atlanta Thrashers/Winnipeg Jets lead 50-
31-8, 5 ties 
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It’s (Spencer) Knight Time for the Florida Panthers 

 

George Richards 

 

Two weeks ago, not long before the Florida Panthers opened their five-
game road trip in Edmonton, it was written here that for the team to get 
out of their slump, better goaltending would be needed. 

Florida has now won its past two games heading into the final game of 
this trip Tuesday night in Winnipeg. 

Goaltending has been key to those two wins. 

Spencer Knight has been the netminder providing it — stopping a total of 
67 shots in dual 5-1 wins over Vancouver and Seattle. 

That’s a combined .971 save percentage and it came at a time when the 
Panthers certainly needed it. 

And, with starts in the past two games and nine of the past 13, it is 
apparent the Panthers have a new starting goalie. 

For now, anyway. 

Knight is deserving of the added playing time. 

That does not mean this is a permanent shift, for the Panthers know they 
need Sergei Bobrovsky to come back to form as well. 

Sitting too long is no good for Bobrovsky just as we saw that being the 
case for Knight at the start of last season. 

But the Panthers need wins, need to start making some noise when it 
comes to playoff positioning what with Boston and Toronto running away 
with the top two spots in the Atlantic Division. 

They cannot afford to play Bobrovsky just to keep him happy, no, he has 
to deserve to play. 

Bobrovsky’s performances over the past month — save for a terrific start 
against the Capitals — have simply not been good enough. 

You cannot say the same for Knight. 

Coach Paul Maurice wanted one of his goalies to take hold of the job and 
run with it and Knight is the guy who has done so. 

Since Nov. 6 in Anaheim, Knight has been getting most of the action. 

In that game against the Ducks, Knight made 32 saves as Florida got a 
win the night after sustaining a loss to the Kings. 

Knight has gone 5-2-3 in that span — with the NHL giving him the loss to 
Dallas despite coming in to replace Bobrovsky in the second period down 
4-0. 

The Panthers have been impressed with Knight’s demeanor since he 
arrived in South Florida, his professionalism in preparing and the lack of 
panic when games start to go off the rails. 

Knight may give up some goals — and he has — but it does not seem to 
affect his performance in the aftermath of a bad goal or game. 

Bobrovsky, on the other hand, appears to fight the puck at times and if it 
is early in a game, it is usually bad news moving forward. 

When Bobrovsky is on, he is terrific. One of the top goalies in the league. 

But on nights he is off, well, you get what happened in Calgary when he 
looked like a wide-eyed rookie not knowing what hit him. 

Florida Panthers Get Hammered in Calgary, Road Trip Trudges On 

Knight has played every game since that 6-2 loss to the Flames last 
Tuesday night. 

Looking ahead at the schedule, you can write Knight in to start Tuesday 
in Winnipeg and most likely Thursday at home against Detroit. 

Florida has a back-to-back this weekend, playing in Tampa on Saturday 
and home against the Kraken on Sunday. Bobrovsky will get one of those 
games. 

The Panthers will be watching that start pretty closely. 

Bobrovsky will get his chance to retake the net, but he is going to put 
together some good starts and not just here and there. 

Right now, Bobrovsky’s numbers are near the bottom of the league. His 
save percentage of .878 ranks 55th among goalies, his 3.94 goals-
against average 49th. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 6, 2022 

 

In November, Bobrovsky went 2-3-0 with a 4.70/.860 — and has given up 
four goals or more in four of his past five starts. 

Knight, meanwhile is ranked sixth with a .923 and ninth at 2.49. 

More than just getting his numbers up, the Panthers need Bobrovsky to 
give them the confidence he will give them a chance to win when he gets 
in net. 

To do that, he needs to play. 

But the way Knight has been going, he may not give him that chance. 

At least not right now. 

PANTHERS ON DECK 

FLORIDA PANTHERS AT WINNIPEG JETS 

When: Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

Where: Canada Life Center; Winnipeg, Manitoba 

TV: Bally Sports Florida; ESPN+ 

Radio: WPOW 96.5-FM2; WBZT 1230-AM (Palm Beach); WCTH 100.3-
FM (Florida Keys); SiriusXM 

Panthers Radio Streaming: SiriusXM 932 

Last season: Florida won 2-0 

All-time regular season series: Atlanta Thrashers/Winnipeg Jets lead 50-
31-8, 5 ties 
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'Just a hard game': Edmonton Oilers spend 60 minutes under water in 
loss to Washington 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

At times, the Edmonton Oilers looked like salmon trying to swim 
upstream from the bottom of Niagara Falls. 

Struggling to make any progress against a torrent of Washington Capitals 
shots Monday night — 22 in the first period, 19 more in the second — it 
was only a matter of time until the lost cause ended up dead on the 
rocks. 

Sure enough, in a game that wasn’t even remotely close anywhere but 
the scoreboard, the Oilers took their last gulp of air midway through the 
third period and disappeared under the water for good. 

The 3-2 defeat flattered the home team on a night they spent the entire 
game in scramble mode. 

“We saw a team try and volume shoot to try and break a team down,” 
said Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft, whose club broke down under the 
volume shooting. “They did some nice things. We weren’t as quick and 
physical as we wanted to be in the defensive zone. Our goalie stood tall.” 

Washington simply owned the puck. Only goaltender Stuart Skinner kept 
things from getting ridiculously lopsided anywhere but the shot clock. 

“He’s been unbelievable for us,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse. “We 
need to reciprocate the effort back to him so he doesn’t have to face 35 
to 50 shots a night.” 

It was 41 shots through 40 minutes before the Capitals settled down in 
the third period to protect their one-goal lead. 

But the Oilers got absolutely caved in another one of their trademark 
slow start — outshot 18-4 in the first 13 minutes to set the stage for the 
night. 

“If you get a couple of good chances on you and you make the saves, it’s 
a bit of a confidence boost,” said Skinner, who finished the night with 47 
saves in a losing effort. “You’re feeling good, you’ve got a sweat on, body 
is warm…that’s what happened tonight early when they had a few shots 
on the power play. After that I was ready to go.” 

Did it feel like a 50-shot night? 

“It felt like it was just a hard game,” he said. “It felt they were rolling 
around in our zone for a good period of time there.” 

The Oilers were down Evander Kane, Zach Hyman, Ryan McLeod and 
Warren Foegele, but the Caps were also hurting, minus Tom Wilson, 
Nick Backstrom, Dmitry Orlov and starting goalie Darcy Kuemper. So call 
it even. 

But it wasn’t even. 

The Oilers didn’t so much play the first two periods as they survived 
them, somehow escaping with a 2-2 tie at the second intermission. 

“They were working around our zone a lot,” said defenceman Brett Kulak. 
“There were a lot of outside shots, but we gave away too many inside 
tonight, as well.” 

Kulak opened the scoring for Edmonton at 1:44 of the second period, 
with Lars Eller tying it up at 7:25. Edmonton grabbed momentum for 
minute or so when Connor McDavid knocked a John Carlson pass out of 
mid-air on the penalty kill and scored on a shorthanded breakaway, but 
TJ Oshie scored on a tic-tac-toe setup that Skinner had no chance on on 
the same power play. 

It was 2-2 after 40 minutes but the Oilers were still getting crushed in the 
balance of play, outshot 41-19. By game’s end the Caps had 75 shot 
attempts. 

“The other team did some things where they shot the puck a lot and it felt 
like we were in our end (a lot),” said Woodcroft. “It makes you feel like 
you’re on your back foot. But Stuart gave us a chance to weather the 
storm.” 

To dismiss it as the Caps simply like to shoot a lot kind of glosses over 
what happened. In order to “volume shoot,” a team has to win 
possession of the puck, gain the zone, control the puck through the zone, 
get the shot through, win the rebound and start the process all over 
again. 

The Oilers were a second behind all game. 

“Have the puck on our stick,” said Nurse, when asked how they fix this. 
“It’s a combination of winning battles, not giving up our blue line, being 
harder offensively. It’s all part of it. 

“We definitely have to better with regard to being harder in our zone and 
not giving up as many shots. We’re working on it.” 

The Caps picked up their first lead of the game on a breakaway goal 
from Nic Dowd, who hadn’t scored in 19 games, at 7:13 of the third 
period. 

• McDavid and Draisaitl had 23 points in Edmonton’s previous five games 
but bogged down in the first 40 minutes with Jesse Puljujarvi replacing 
Hyman, who’s out after being crosschecked across the head by 
Montreal’s Joel Edmundson. The two of them combined for one shot, 
McDavid’s shorthand breakaway, in the first two periods. 

YAMO HITS 200 

Yamamoto’s first game back since Nov. 8 in Tampa Bay was also the 
200th of his NHL career. Call it bitter-sweet. 
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“It’s been a tough start to the year,” said the 24-year-old winger. “It’s 
tough, but at the end of the day you have to keep moving forward. I’m 
back in the lineup and fired up. 
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Gretzky or Ovechkin? Who's the greatest goal scorer of all time? 

 

Robert Tychkowski 

 

The greatest goal scorer in hockey history? 

The debate can rage for hours, or years, because there is such strong 
evidence to support all of the leading candidates. 

Sign up to receive daily headline news from the Edmonton SUN, a 
division of Postmedia Network Inc. 

There’s Wayne Gretzky, because he’s Wayne Gretzky and actually holds 
the NHL’s all-time record with 894 goals. 

Mario Lemieux, because his goals-to-games ratio (690 in 914) is way 
better than anyone else on the board even though he played much of his 
hockey in the NHL’s Garage League era. 

Or maybe some of the pure specialists like Brett Hull, who owns two of 
the 10 highest single season goal totals in league history (86 and 72) and 
is one of only two players to score 50-in-50 twice. Or the great Mike 
Bossy, another member of the 50-in-50 club who retired with a shooting 
percentage of 21.2. 

But, when all is said and done with Alex Ovechkin, they might all have to 
step aside. 

The six-foot-three, 238-pound Russian tank, who will pass Gordie Howe 
(801 goals) for second on the all-time goal scoring list some time in the 
next few weeks, has been cooling the argument for a while now. 

The nine-time 50-goal scorer (also had 49 and 48 in a couple of seasons) 
checks off all the boxes. He’s a brilliant pure shooter like Hull and Bossy. 
He has the longevity of Gretzky and Howe. And the numbers — 793 
goals heading into Monday’s visit to Edmonton — speak for themselves. 

“It’s pretty remarkable,” said Edmonton captain Connor McDavid, who 
knows a thing or two about how to beat a goalie. “Gordie Howe, you just 
say his name and you know what it means to the game of hockey and 
he’s about to pass him. It’s a credit to him and everything he’s done and 
accomplished. It’s a pretty amazing feat. 

“He has such a nose for the net. He always seems to know where to be. 
That’s a great gift to have and obviously he shoots the puck so well. 
When he gets a chance he doesn’t need much time or much space. He 
can get it away in a hurry and pick his spot.” 

Capitals teammate TJ Oshie might be biased, but as far as he is 
concerned the best goal scorer in hockey history is an open and shut 
case. 

“(Gretzky) is the smartest player to ever play the game,” said Oshie. “He 
scored a lot of goals with his mind. He’s just a different kind of player, 
look how many assists he had (1,963). He’s more of a set up guy than a 
goal scorer and he still holds the record. He’s the greatest player of all 
time. 

“But, as far as a pure sniper, a pure goal scorer, I’ve never seen the puck 
come off of anyone’s blade like it comes off of Ovi’s. His strength, his 
curve, his ability to get it off and how tight his hands are together is 
insane. 

“You have to be pretty strong to use that short of a stick and have that 
much power. O is No. 1 in my mind.” 

What makes him so effective, said Oshie, is that he’s a 238-pound dude 
with the strength of a power lifter, the hands of a surgeon and the eye of 
a tiger. 

“I think he just wants to score more than anyone else,” said Oshie. “And 
he has the ability to do it. He has the size to put himself in positions 
around the net where people can’t handle him. He’s got the vision. He 
can skate when he wants to. But, ultimately, his desire to score and for 
the team to score goals in general is just higher than anyone I’ve ever 
seen.” 

Ovechkin says his shot kind of came naturally, but he also put in the work 
to bring it to the scary, once-of-a-kind level we see today. 

“Me and my dad we worked on my shot all the time, especially in the 
summer when we had more time,” he said. “I think when I became a little 
bit older I started working on it in different ways, slap shot, wrist shot and 
adjust it for different spots.” 

While the 37-year-old never really got to watch any NHL games on TV in 
Russia — “We only saw NHL games on video tapes, and only highlights” 
— it’s not lost on him that he is tracking down one of the game’s greatest 
icons. 

“When you came here you hear all the stories of the big names,” he said. 
“It’s pretty cool to be in that company. It’s a pretty cool situation for 
myself, the organization and the fans, as well.” 

Who gets McDavid’s vote? Gretzky or Ovi? 

“Wayne was so creative and good with the puck and scored goals in so 
many different ways,” said McDavid. “The numbers Wayne put up it 
would be hard to argue against him. 

“But it’s tough to kind of gauge the history of hockey, the different eras. 
The game was played a little differently. Offence is on the up a little bit 
recently, but there were a lot of years where offence was hard to come 
by and Ovi was still finding ways to score 50 and 60 goals. It’s hard to 
gauge, but two incredible players.” 
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Stuart Skinner has been the Oilers’ savior — and that’s not a good thing 

 

Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

 

Where would the Oilers be right now without Stuart Skinner? 

It’s a question surely no one with a vested interest in the team or a keen 
follower of the NHL would have asked entering the season. 

It’s a legitimate question now as the first week of December ends – one 
that might make members of the Oilers shudder. 

“He’s been unbelievable for us,” defenceman Darnell Nurse said. “We 
need to reciprocate the effort back for him.” 

Monday’s loss to the Capitals was the latest example, a game the Oilers 
were mostly dominated yet lost only 3-2 thanks in large part to Skinner’s 
47 saves. 

He was the best Oiler on the ice — and it wasn’t even close. 

https://twitter.com/hockeystatcards/status/1599979181441515520 

“He kept us in the game,” Nurse said. 
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Skinner’s play had dipped a bit in late November, perhaps the by-product 
of a heavier-than-planned workload for a goalie in his first full NHL 
campaign. He had three starts with save percentages below .900 before 
beating the Canadiens on Saturday. 

His effort against the Capitals was one Oilers fans have seen a few times 
so far. 

Skinner made the saves he should have, and some that required a little 
extra – upping his save percentage to .916 in 14 appearances. 

He could have used a little extra effort and care from those around him 
on Monday. That was particularly the case with the goals that when past 
him – none of which were his fault. 

Cody Ceci, billed as either the team’s No. 1 or 2 defenceman, left Lars 
Eller behind him for a chance in front. That’s something a top defensive 
defenceman, someone who’s supposed to have defence top of mind, 
shouldn’t do. Eller scored, almost untouched. 

T.J. Oshie was left all alone in the slot to one-time a shot on a 
Washington power play. It was a pretty and quick series of passes by the 
Capitals, but that player can’t be left unfettered there. 

The winning goal saw Evan Bouchard fail to cover for partner Brett Kulak, 
who was trying to keep a bouncing puck in at the offensive blue line. 
Bouchard then compounded the error by also giving the middle of the ice 
to Capitals’ Aliaksei Protas, which led to a clear rush chance. 

Maybe Skinner could have stopped Nic Dowd’s shot, had every 
backchecking Oiler not given him a snow shower. 

“I kind of lost the puck,” Skinner said. 

That play resulted in Bouchard getting benched. 

“Our goalie stood tall,” coach Jay Woodcroft said. “We’re going into the 
third period tied 2-2 and we made a critical error, and it ended up in the 
back of our net.” 

Commensurate to expectations, Skinner has been the best story in an 
Oilers’ not-so-young-anymore season. As Woodcroft said nearly a month 
ago after a win in Florida, Skinner is “right at the top of that list.” 

For Skinner to be in this position is a credit to him. It’s also a dubious 
distinction and a reflection of why the Oilers are in their sorry and sad 14-
12 plight. 

For the expected backup goaltender to be, at worst, a team’s fifth-best 
player, well, there’s something majorly amiss here. That’s where the 
Oilers find themselves. 

There are offensive producers Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins and Zach Hyman –the latter missing in action on 
Monday – and then there is Skinner. Rank them as you see fit in terms of 
their importance to the Oilers this season. Skinner might well be on the 
podium. 

And then there is everyone else, players that are hardly noticeable 
unless it’s when they make a poor read or commit an egregious mistake. 
The Oilers are being outscored 57-47 at five-on-five. 

“This group knows how to defend, but we haven’t done it well enough,” 
Nurse said. “We have to be better – to a man.” 

Granted the Oilers played yet another game Monday without four top-
nine forwards – Hyman, Evander Kane, Ryan McLeod and Warren 
Foegele – but every team has injuries and the Capitals have had their 
share all season. 

That doesn’t excuse another sleepy start or the many passengers or the 
own-zone miscues. All those things become that much more critical with 
the Oilers being essentially a one-line team because McDavid and 
Draisaitl are part of the same trio. 

“Every team goes through injuries over the course of the year,” Nurse 
said. “The teams that are able to manage it the best are the ones that 
buckle down and defend.” 

Thankfully, they have their 24-year-old rookie goalie – no longer the 
backup but the starter until proven otherwise. 

Skinner’s play has ranged from passable to elite. 

Often, an underwhelming effort has seen him make a key save at the 
most opportune time. That was the case last Wednesday when made a 
game-saving stop in the dying seconds in Chicago when the Oilers were 
unraveling. 

Skinner’s performance was merely fine in his next start on Saturday 
against the Canadiens, the poor 2022-23 version and not one of the 
powerhouse squads from the 1950s or 1970s. The second Montreal goal 
was scored after he surrendered a juicy rebound, albeit with little help 
from his teammates around him. 

Yet, the Oilers won, trudging through some mediocre moments midway 
through the game before burying an inferior opponent. And Skinner, 
though maybe not quite at his best, was good enough to get the job 
done. 

His effort against the Caps was one of his best of the season. 

Put any of those three performances up against Jack Campbell’s from 
last Thursday and it’s no contest. 

Sure, that game was a scheduled loss. The Oilers played in Chicago the 
night before, a game that didn’t start until 8:45 local time to 
accommodate TV. Awaiting them were the Wild, who had three days rest 
since their last home game. 

But a big issue was they just couldn’t get a key save or even a stop on a 
decent chance from Campbell, who allowed five goals on 30 shots. 
Those are games you’d hope your supposed No. 1 goalie could steal. At 
the very least, you’d expect him to at least keep the team in the game. 
He couldn’t even do that. 

He was the worst player on the ice. 

https://twitter.com/hockeystatcards/status/1598521574990249984 

Skinner’s play has afforded Campbell — and the Oilers — the necessary 
time to fix (or improve) what ails him. He’s 11th in the NHL with 5.8 goals 
saved above average in all situations, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Skinner’s play has also allowed them to stay afloat in the Western 
Conference playoff chance, a race in which they might otherwise be 
sunk. 

But Skinner’s play isn’t going to be enough — even if he can keep it up. 

The Oilers are going to need much more than him, and a few offensive 
stars, if they’re going to ever end up being the Stanley Cup contender 
many expected them to be a couple of months ago. 

Because with all due and deserved respect for Skinner, his being easily 
among the Oilers’ best means this team has a long, long way to go. 
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Lowetide: Analyzing Edmonton Oilers defensive pairings deployment 

 

Allan Mitchell 

 

The Edmonton Oilers are attempting one of the more difficult maneuvers 
for a team regarded as a Stanley Cup contender. 
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The team needs to employ young defencemen this season. The reasons 
include the potential of each young player, the lack of cap room and that 
the young defenders are the best options available on the roster. 

The two top pairings are occupied by veterans. Darnell Nurse and Cody 
Ceci are the top pair, and in recent weeks the second pair has been 
populated by Brett Kulak and Tyson Barrie. Extra rearguard Ryan Murray 
rounds out the veterans on the roster. 

Fully qualified to play in the NHL, but still on the entry learning curve, are 
Evan Bouchard, Philip Broberg and (currently in the AHL) Markus 
Niemelainen. 

What pairings have been tried? Is there an emerging pair? Is the Oilers 
coaching staff changing the degree of difficulty for some defencemen? 
Let’s have a look. 

Oilers defencemen with the bottom-six forwards 

Edmonton’s top pairing (Nurse-Ceci) played most of their minutes with 
the high-skill forwards, so time spent with the depth forwards is spread 
out fairly evenly among the three pairings. The five men who have played 
over 100 minutes with the bottom-six forwards (time away from Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins) represent the heart 
of Edmonton’s defence at this time. 

All numbers five-on-five, via Natural Stat Trick. 

There are several curious items the numbers reveal. Kulak and Bouchard 
should be getting better goal shares based on available results while 
playing with the depth forwards. The goal share should correct, but may 
not get the two men back to what would be normal based on percentage 
of shots and expected goal share. 

Both have been playing in bad luck, in front of poor goaltending, or both. 

The numbers for Nurse, Ceci and Barrie are in the range of normal.  
Murray has had success with the bottom-six forwards. Youngsters 
Broberg and Niemelainen have also delivered sturdy results with the 
bottom-six group. 

One item worth looking at is how much each defenceman is playing with 
the third and fourth lines. 

One year ago, according to Puck IQ, Nurse spent 27 percent of his time 
on ice at five-on-five playing against the softest competition available 
(named “gritensity” by the site). So far this season, that percentage 
(represented by Nurse playing with bottom-six forwards who most often 
face similar competition) sits at 27 percent. Bouchard spent 39 percent of 
his time against the soft parade one year ago. This season with the 
bottom two lines? 39 percent. Barrie is playing with third and fourth lines 
a little less (35 percent, compared to 39 one year ago) but the difference 
is minimal. 

Bottom line? The Oilers’ defence is getting reasonable shot shares, and 
with the exception of Kulak and Bouchard, the outscoring results are 
satisfactory. 

Regression should take care of the outliers, but luck doesn’t deliver in a 
predictable fashion 

Oilers defencemen with top-six forwards 

Last season, the Oilers’ top two lines had tremendous success in the first 
three months of the season at five-on-five. Among the team’s top 
defencemen, all of Nurse, Bouchard, Barrie and Duncan Keith were over 
50 percent goal share when the top two lines were on the ice. Only Ceci, 
who struggled early last season, was off the pace (39 percent goal 
share). 

Here are this year’s numbers with 97, 29 and 93. 

It’s obviously a different season for the Oilers in 2022-23, but in the group 
now considered top four, the numbers are in a reasonable range. Only 
Kulak, who is unlucky with the bottom-six forwards, has a goal share that 
exceeds what the shot share suggests is reasonable. 

For Bouchard and the third pairing options, things should be better based 
on the percentage of shots heading in a good direction. Bouchard’s 
numbers aren’t that far from what we could consider reasonable, and he 
is close to normal (6-8 goals) when playing with Kulak at five-on-five. 

The ideal pairings for the skill lines 

Is it as simple as finding a partner for Bouchard? 

The Oilers’ season so far resembles a high-speed chase on Groat Road 
as the blacktop winds toward the river. Danger everywhere (Evander 
Kane injury, Jack Campbell’s start) but the finely tuned offensive engine 
driven by McDavid and Draisaitl promises good news by the finish line. 

The defence has been a jumble. It’s surprising because Jay Woodcroft 
and Dave Manson seemed to have all of the answers after arriving in 
mid-February last season. 

This year has been a different story, but there are signs that things are 
coming into view for coaches and players. 

Since the Kane injury, Edmonton struggled on defence then hit shuffle, 
found a new plan, and that seems to be paying dividends. The shuffle? 
Barrie and Kulak on the second pair. Here’s the five-on-five story over 
the most recent 10 games for Edmonton’s defence. 

The two top pairings have settled down at five-on-five over the last 10 
games. Bouchard’s expected goals suggest his poor outscoring numbers 
(it’s been an issue all year) are due to shooting and save percentage 
while he’s on the ice (he has the lowest PDO, 92 percent, among Oilers 
defencemen). 

The Broberg-Bouchard pairing holds some promise, despite the goal 
share in the early days the two young defencemen are together. It’s 
worth seeing who has been playing with the high-end skill over the last 
10 games, and their results. 

The top two pairings have been solid over the last 10 games, Nurse’s 
shot differential aside. The Oilers could run with this group to the 
deadline with these results and then make a change. 

Bouchard’s troubles remain, despite getting his share of possession 
(represented by shot percentage). 

Summary and conclusion 

Has Broberg helped Bouchard’s numbers in their games together? Not 
really. The same issue (good possession numbers, poor results) that 
have plagued Bouchard all year remain. 

It’s completely reasonable to point to PDO (low shooting percentage and 
poor save percentage) while Bouchard is on the ice as the main culprit. 

Fans grow restless, confidence wanes and sometimes (Tom Poti, Justin 
Schultz) the gifted puck movers land in a new town. 

The only truly terrible idea in this scenario is dealing Bouchard. Whatever 
his defensive shortcomings, the player’s history screams overwhelming 
offensive ability and a bright future. 

What the Oilers need is a partner for Bouchard. Currently, Broberg is 
being auditioned, with Murray and Niemelainen as other in-house 
options. 

Every general manager seems to be after a veteran defender. That 
makes the market difficult. 

Ken Holland will want to see Broberg-Bouchard for a time, and it’s 
possible the answer is there. If not, closer to the deadline, we could see a 
significant trade and a veteran partner for Bouchard. 

Holland’s right in betting in-house. Regression will come for Bouchard. 
Will it be in time? The player has a patient general manager and a 
coaching staff that knows what he brings. 

Woodcroft and Manson appear to have solved the top four issues with 
Nurse-Ceci and Kulak-Barrie. 
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Betting on Bouchard to find his way is the best thing management can do 
at this time. It’s the right play here. 
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NHL99: Why Victor Hedman is the best defenseman of the post-Nicklas 
Lidstrom era 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Joe Smith 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

TAMPA, Fla. — Cale Makar won the Norris Trophy last season, and he 
may win a handful more over the course of his career. 

The 24-year-old Avalanche defenseman is that special, that dynamic. 
He’s a unicorn. 

But to Makar, Victor Hedman is the NHL’s standard. 

“He’s a very incredible player,” Makar tells The Athletic. “He’s so 
consistent. That’s what makes him the best player. Every year, he’s up 
for the Norris. He should win it every year. 

“On an all-around-defenseman award, he’d win it every single year.  He 
does stuff that’s so good on every aspect of the game.” 

Hedman, 31, has done it all. He’s a two-time Stanley Cup champion. 
He’s won a Conn Smythe Trophy and a Norris Trophy. The 6-foot-7 
Swede has been the top defenseman — the engine — for the best team 
in hockey (the Lightning) over the past decade. Coach Jon Cooper 
always says, “As Heddy goes, we go.” Beyond the skills, the skating 
ability, the statistics, what separates Hedman has been his consistency. 

Hedman has been a Norris Trophy finalist the past six years, the first 
player to be a finalist six straight times since his idol, Hall of Famer 
Nicklas Lidstrom, a six-time winner. He has been a finalist with his older 
peers, like P.K. Subban and Drew Doughty, and also the future of the 
position, like Makar and Adam Fox. 

“He’s been nominated for the Norris for what — five, six years? That’s 
crazy,” says 2020 Norris winner Roman Josi. “There’s so many good 
defensemen out there. To be that consistent over the years is 
unbelievable. 

“He’s the most complete defenseman there is. His defensive game is 
unbelievable. He’s hard to play against. He’s got great offensive instincts. 
He’s the complete package.” 

It’s what makes him arguably the best defenseman of his generation — 
the post-Lidstrom era. And it’s why Hedman ranks higher on The 
Athletic’s NHL99 list, at No. 52, than Duncan Keith, Doughty and Kris 
Letang, among others. 

“What I appreciate about Victor is his overall game,” Lidstrom says. 
“Whether it’s skating the puck up the ice or taking it on his own or playing 
against top players and then doing it by playing a lot of minutes, I don’t 
see that many dips. Maybe early in his career when he was trying to find 
his way, figure out what kind of player he is. 

“Now, he’s the total package. He can bring that offensive side. He plays 
against top opponents. He plays in every situation. He’s such an 
important part of the Lightning. Just his overall presence has really been 
impressive to me.” 

Lidstrom won his last Norris Trophy in 2011 at age 40, then retired one 
season later. The torch for “best defenseman in the world” was ready to 
be passed on, the seat to Lidstrom’s throne open. 

The 2010s were full of great defensemen, many of whom made this list 
and had a right to the throne over the next decade. Erik Karlsson, 
Doughty and Keith. Shea Weber and Letang were often in the mix, too. 
But as a new era headlined by Makar begins, Hedman stands at the top 
of the previous era. He was the defining defenseman of the 2010s, a 
complete package who combined the best that the rest had to offer. 

Hedman didn’t score the most goals; that was Weber. Hedman didn’t 
earn the most points; that was Karlsson. Hedman didn’t generate the 
most offense; that was Letang. Hedman didn’t suppress the most 
chances; that was Doughty. Hedman didn’t win the most; that was Keith. 
But Hedman was next — or close to it — in every category, and that’s 
what has separated him from the rest. He did it all, all over the ice, at all 
times of the year. 

By the analytics, Hedman delivered the most value in a post-Lidstrom 
world. From 2011-12 onward, he has earned 29.6 wins of value, leading 
all defenders. That’s 1.5 more wins than the next-best defenseman, 
Roman Josi, and nearly five wins more than the third-best. On a per-82-
game basis, Hedman has averaged 3.3 wins per season — again the 
most of any defenseman. 

In 2011-12, Hedman was still finding his way as a top-pair defender. But 
from 2012-13 to 2014-15, he jumped into the elite tier of defenders, 
averaging 2.7 wins per season. And then, after a Stanley Cup Final run, 
his game really took off. He was a three-win player in every season 
except an injury-riddled 2020-21, playing at a 3.5-win pace or higher in 
five of six seasons. The scariest part? Hedman’s best season, a 4.6-win 
performance, didn’t come until 2021-22, at age 31. 

Age 31 is actually when Lidstrom won his second Norris Trophy — and 
he won five more after that. The next era may be beginning with the likes 
of Makar, Fox and Charlie McAvoy, but that doesn’t mean Hedman can’t 
be a part of that one, too. 

Karlssson, a two-time Norris winner, feels like he grew up with Hedman. 
The two played together on Sweden’s national junior teams and Karlsson 
always looked up to Hedman — literally. 

“I’ve always been jealous of his height,” Karlsson says, laughing. “We 
were the same age group, but from a young age, we all knew who Victor 
Hedman was. We were 16 and I might have been 5-3, and he was 6-1, 6-
2. He was one of the most promising prospects from a very young age, 
and it’s not easy to live up to those expectations.” 

Hedman’s humble papermill hometown of Örnsköldsvik produced NHL 
stars like Peter Forsberg, Markus Naslund and the Sedin twins. They 
were Olympic medalists, Stanley Cup champions, future Hall of Famers. 
They were his heroes, his neighbors, his friends. 

“It showed you what was possible,” Hedman says. 

Hedman remembers when he was 5 years old and Forsberg brought the 
Cup to “Ovik” after winning with the Avalanche in 1996. Many in the town 
of 30,000 converged. 

Hedman didn’t touch hockey’s holy grail. Even then, he was 
superstitious. What if he won one someday? 

Hedman played several sports, with soccer his favorite, but he was 
drawn to the top defensemen he watched on TV. He wears No. 77 as a 
stick tap to Ray Bourque, for example. 

“Bourque, Lidstrom, (Scott) Niedermayer, obviously I’m a different kind of 
player than those guys, but they were what I looked up to,” he says. 
“Bobby Orr, who played before I started to watch the game — you’d see 
highlights and hear about stories and just watch him play. It’s a different 
game now, but you could see how dominant he was.” 

“A lot of people come to find ‘the secret’” Olle Hedman said. An inside 
look at my journey to Örnsköldsvik, Sweden, where I tried to find out how 
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the tiny mill town became an unlikely hockey factory, producing Forsberg, 
Naslund, the Sedins + Victor Hedman https://t.co/m3SWQ1Tt8Q 
pic.twitter.com/8WTK0qbTtR 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) December 4, 2019 

Hedman felt he came into the league at the perfect time, when the 
position evolved from the big-hitting, stay-at-home defensemen to the 
puck-moving, skilled, two-way forces. 

Lidstrom says Hedman, Karlsson and Subban played a big role in that 
transformation. 

“I think the game overall has changed in a way that if you can be a threat 
offensively instead of maybe passing the puck in the neutral zone, you’re 
taking the puck more on your own,” Lidstrom says. “There’s more skilled 
defensemen playing that way, hanging onto the puck, playing more 
brave.” 

What people forget about Hedman’s rise is that there were some early 
struggles. After the Lightning debated taking Hedman over Matt Duchene 
at No. 2 in the 2009 NHL Draft, the teenage Swedish defenseman 
jumped into the league right away. 

He wanted to blend his offensive flair, but he had to be patient as he 
refined his defensive game and adjusted to playing against the league’s 
elite. Hedman appreciated the fact that coaches worked with him, having 
him do the penalty kill as opposed to the pressure of the power play right 
away. 

The growing pains were evident, including some healthy scratches. 
There was a point when Hedman thought, “What the heck am I doing 
here?” 

“Pretty much that’s how I felt,” Hedman says. “I played some tough 
games. I got my first healthy scratch against Columbus and then played 
20 minutes the next game. For me, it was learning the game from the 
back end and then gradually working my way toward learning the power 
play and stuff like that. It was a good learning curve. 

“You always want to play in every situation right away, but looking back, 
it was probably the best decision I made, to come over at a young age so 
I can really learn the game from within. Not take another year in Sweden 
and then have the struggles.” 

The turning point for Hedman came in the summer of 2013. 

He felt he was coming off his breakthrough season — the lockout-
shortened 2012-13 campaign — having developed a comfort level at 
both ends of the ice. The 22-year-old had become a mainstay on the 
Lightning’s blue line, averaging more than 20 minutes per game, and was 
part of a run to the Eastern Conference finals in his second season. But 
two playoff-less seasons followed. 

Hedman wanted more. 

He called friend and former NHLer Hans Jonsson, who suggested he 
meet with Swedish trainer Joakim Dettner, who ran the Scandinavian 
Top Athletic Center in Ronneby, located in southeastern Sweden. After a 
one-hour flight from Ovik to Stockholm, plus an hourlong connection, 
Hedman was sitting in Dettner’s office. The trainer asked the 6-foot-6 
Swede his goal. 

“I want to be the best in the world.” 

Dettner, 53, didn’t think Hedman was being too bold. He admired him, so 
he sat back in his blue swivel chair and listened. Hedman talked about 
his previous training regimen (mostly workouts designed by the 
Lightning) and what he hoped to accomplish in future sessions. 

Those workouts have been a “game-changer” for Hedman in reaching his 
peak and becoming one of the league’s elite defensemen. It’s what 
Hedman largely credits for his ability to remain healthy — and consistent. 
They are focused on explosiveness, quick feet and agility, done more 
with the idea of modeling after 45-second shifts versus 2K runs for 

stamina. It’s how you more than keep up with a game that gets faster 
every year. 

In the spring of 2013, Victor Hedman was at a crossroads. He met with 
trainer Joakim Dettner and told him, “I want to be the best in the world.” 
With Hedman a finalist for Norris Trophy tonight, an ICYMI on the 
workouts he called a “game-changer” in career https://t.co/xnlmyFCmPU 
pic.twitter.com/8zHnZSfAfz 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) June 29, 2021 

“You’ve got to have dreams, and to fulfill those dreams you need to work 
hard,” Hedman says. “I felt like it was tough for me to train by myself 
back home. I needed to really step up my game. I feel like I’m still taking 
strides. Some of the agility and power stuff is important to have to push 
you through.” 

Hedman isn’t slowing down. He’s coming off a season in which he 
recorded career highs and ranked among the top three NHL defensemen 
in goals (third, 20), assists (second, 65) and points (third, 85). The assist 
and point totals set franchise records. He played all 82 games and 
ranked second in the NHL in total ice time (2,056 minutes, 12 seconds), 
an average of 25:05 per game. 

“I think that goes back to his athleticism in general,” Karlsson says. “He’s 
a good athlete; he’s not just a good hockey player. I think that’s pretty 
evident the way he moves and the way he controls that big body. That 
benefited him, growing up in Sweden, where the game is different. He 
learned how to handle pucks and learned how to play hockey in a skilled 
way. 

“He complements that well with his physicality. He’s not the biggest hitter 
or toughest fighter, but he’s still a guy you don’t want to go near. He’s 
extremely strong and has a temperament like no other.” 

Hedman says his Norris Trophy win in 2017-18 was a tremendous honor 
and a validating one — though he felt he played better the year before. 
He takes pride in being a force in every zone every night but knows he’s 
got to fight to stay in the best-in-the-world conversation each year. 

How does he remain consistent? 

“It’s about recovery,” Hedman says. “It’s about taking care of your body 
as much as you can. And mentally getting away from the game on game 
day. I’ve become a lot better at that. I’m pretty good at putting a bad 
game behind me. I’ll spend time with my family (2-year-old son Rio) and 
take my mind away. Then I’ll be fresh the next day.” 

Hedman won the Conn Smythe in the Lightning’s first Cup run. His 10 
goals that postseason were third in league history for a defenseman, 
behind only Brian Leetch (11) and Paul Coffey (12). 

What does Coffey admire about Hedman’s game? He laughs. “Where do 
I start?” 

“Obviously, he’s a leader,” Coffey says. “He can skate. He’s going on the 
ice to make a difference. He’s not going out to play his shift and leave. 
He’s on the top of his game. Some people may mention he’s like Larry 
(Robinson), but he skates different than Larry. Larry was mean. But for 
Hedman, who is 6-foot-6 and can skate like that? I don’t know anyone on 
the back end. (Zdeno) Chara is a freak of nature doing what he does, but 
he doesn’t have the offensive ability that Victor does.” 

Victor Hedman first saw Cup when he was five, as Forsberg brought it to 
Örnsköldsvik, Sweden. He didn't touch it – just in case. On Hedman's 
'defining moment' w/ Conn Smythe, path to hero status in Ovik. "He's the 
biggest star we have," Markus Naslund said https://t.co/lE9Ep2JQzM 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) September 29, 2020 

Hedman has three years left on his contract with the Lightning, and it 
wouldn’t be surprising if he signed another one. But when asked if he 
wants to play into his 40s like Lidstrom, Hedman laughs and says, 
“Probably not.” 
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Hedman has a young son at home and has other interests, including 
recently becoming a minority owner of a League One soccer club 
Plymouth Argyle. 

What is left for Hedman to accomplish? What drives him? 

“Obviously to try to be the best in my position,” Hedman says. “That’s 
what drives me. I want to help the team win, that’s the biggest factor in 
doing this. I love the atmosphere, being on a team. That’s what I’ll miss 
the most — not the game itself but the extended family, enjoying the ups 
and downs, the locker room, plane rides, all the dinners. It’s what drives 
you is doing it for the guy next to you. When you win one Cup you want 
to win two. When you win two, you want to win three.” 

Hedman knows there are younger defensemen pushing him for the No. 1 
spot. He says Makar is his favorite defenseman to watch and says he 
has “all the talent in the world” and will likely be a Norris finalist for the 
rest of his career. 

But it doesn’t mean that Hedman is ready to pass the torch yet. 

“You’ve got to get past them,” Hedman says. “I’m not saying I’m going to 
do it every single year. But he’s young still, too. He’s learning. For me, it’s 
all about trying to push myself and I hope I have my best hockey ahead 
of me.” 

(Corey Masisak of The Athletic contributed to this story.) 
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Team Canada, Team USA world juniors camp invite breakdowns — who 
got picked and why? 

 

Corey Pronman 

 

With the Team Canada and Team USA world juniors camp rosters 
released today, it is officially time to really dig into this tournament. We 
begin our coverage now with a discussion of the rosters announced. I will 
look at the decisions made by Team Canada and Team USA on who 
they chose to leave home, what decisions are ahead and project the 
rosters as of now. 

Team Canada’s World Juniors Camp 

Projected roster 

Forward 

Brennan Othmann-Shane Wright-Dylan Guenther 

Adam Fantilli-Connor Bedard-Joshua Roy 

Zachary Bolduc-Logan Stankoven-Riley Kidney 

Zack Ostapchuk-Nathan Gaucher-Zach Dean 

Colton Dach 

Defense 

Carson Lambos-Olen Zellweger 

Kevin Korchinski-Ethan Del Mastro 

Nolan Allan-Brandt Clarke 

Ethan Samson 

Goaltending 

Benjamin Gaudreau 

Thomas Milic 

William Rousseau 

Roster discussion and camp decisions 

While Shane Wright, Dylan Guenther and Brandt Clarke weren’t listed on 
the roster Team Canada released, it’s expected they will be loaned out. 

The top line of Wright between Brennan Othmann and Guenther is the 
same one from the U18 World Championship two years ago where Team 
Canada won gold and that combo played a large part in their success. 
Othmann hasn’t looked as dangerous this season as one would have 
expected but I still expect him to play an important role on this team. 

The question I have in Team Canada’s top nine is where the wings fit. 
Connor Bedard and Logan Stankoven are locks and will play important 
roles. Stankoven has played some wing of late and likely is a wing at 
higher levels, but he’s been a strong junior center and I can see him 
centering a top-three line. 

While Adam Fantilli wasn’t a lock in the summer, he’s likely played his 
way onto the team. The exact role he plays is to be determined based on 
how he looks early on. Joshua Roy is a returning member from the 
summer U20 team and scouts have questions if he can keep up with the 
pace but he’s still expected to play a real role on this club. 

After that it’s less clear. Jordan Dumais is torching the QMJHL but lacks 
size and speed. On a team that has both Wright and Guenther loaned 
out, the power-play spots run out quickly. The first power-play unit will 
likely be some form of Wright, Guenther, Bedard, Olen Zellweger and 
probably Stankoven. 

The second unit will likely have Othmann (or Stankoven if they want to 
keep Othmann on PP1), Clarke, Roy and Fantilli as likely candidates. 
Then it’s one spot left for Kevin Korchinski, Zachary Bolduc or someone 
else. Bolduc is a strong skater with decent size and Riley Kidney works 
hard so they can fill roles on this team without power-play time whereas 
someone like Dumais needs to be on a power play to provide value to 
this team. I can see a scenario where that third-line wing or 13th forward 
is wrong on my part and instead of Kidney/Dach it’s some combination of 
Dumais, Reid Schaefer, Ryan Greene or Owen Beck. 

Team Canada will likely have all three of Zellweger, Korchinski and 
Clarke on this team and all are offensive-minded players so they will 
likely be split up onto different pairs. Of note, if this is the starting six 
defensemen for Team Canada, three of them are Chicago draft picks. 
Figuring out the last two defensemen are the big decisions. Allan played 
well at his U18 worlds so he has an inside edge likely. Jack Matier and 
Ethan Samson are having strong seasons, though, and have to be in the 
mix. 

Notable cuts 

Matthew Savoie, C, Buffalo and Conor Geekie, C, Arizona: I’m 
discussing these two players together since they are on the same WHL 
team in Winnipeg and were picked in roughly the same part of the 2022 
NHL Draft. Winnipeg has been one of the best teams in the CHL this 
season, and they are both important parts of that team. 

That said, neither Geekie nor Savoie have really lit up the scoresheets 
consistently. They’ve both played well enough. I’ve liked Savoie more 
personally in my viewings due to his speed and effort, but as offensive-
minded players, it’s hard to bring them into Team Canada on a top-three 
line given they haven’t scored at a high rate with their club teams. 

Savoie’s cut is also interesting given his track record with Hockey 
Canada. He was brought into the U17 challenge as a 15-year-old and 
was a top player there. He was the captain of his U16 team. He applied 
for WHL exceptional status and has been a top scorer throughout his 
junior career. He’s still a very good prospect but this first half for him has 
been an unexpected twist in his development. 

Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Columbus: Mateychuk was a top-15 pick in the 
past draft, was on Team Canada’s U18 team as a 16-year-old and 
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played very well in the summer U20 camp. Moose Jaw in general, 
though, have been a slight disappointment in the first half. While I liked 
Mateychuk at times when I watched his junior games because of his 
skating and skill, he didn’t have the first half that was expected of him. 

2⃣9 ⃣ players have earned invites to Moncton for 🇨🇦's National Junior Team 
selection camp, competing for spots on Team Canada at the 
#WorldJuniors. 

ROSTER   https://t.co/10aasap6hT 

— Hockey Canada (@HockeyCanada) December 5, 2022 

Team USA World Juniors Camp 

Projected Roster 

Forward 

Cutter Gauthier-Logan Cooley-Jimmy Snuggerud 

Dylan Duke-Chaz Lucius-Will Smith 

Rutger McGroarty-Redmond Savage-Tyler Boucher 

Kenny Connors-Noah Laba-Ryan Leonard 

Charlie Stramel 

Defense 

Jack Peart-Luke Hughes 

Shai Buium-Sean Behrens 

Lane Hutson-Ryan Chesley 

Luke Mittelstadt 

Goaltending 

Kaidan Mbereko 

Trey Augustine 

Tyler Muszelik 

Luke Hughes. (Jason Franson / The Canadian Press via AP) 

Roster discussion and camp decisions 

This will be a rather young Team USA forward group. Only four of the 
projected top-nine forwards are 2003-born players, with four first-round 
picks from the 2022 draft being represented and a likely high first-round 
pick candidate from the 2023 draft in Smith. 

Frank Nazar’s early-season injury opened up a spot on a scoring line. 
Scouts have said positive things about Tyler Boucher’s play in the OHL 
so I could see him up there, but I’m guessing they lean to the more 
dynamic, albeit 17-year-old, Will Smith for those minutes. 

The center situation will be interesting. Chaz Lucius and Cutter Gauthier 
have both been centers this season but haven’t always played the middle 
over the last few years. Lucius was injured in a recent game so his 
situation will be one to monitor as we get closer to the tournament, 
especially given Team USA’s center depth. I project Gauthier to start on 
the wing but if Redmond Savage doesn’t work out, Gauthier is a strong 
option. 

Two names not listed but in consideration are Jackson Blake and Sam 
Lipkin. Blake will push someone like Smith for a scoring role and Lipkin 
for a tail-end of the roster spot. 

The blue line has a lot of skilled defensemen, but the actual defending 
part will be a question mark. Even the one guy I left off who I think is a 
strong candidate, Seamus Casey, is another one of those types of 
players as is Ryan Ufko. Team USA will only want so many small puck-
moving defensemen on their team even if someone like Casey has 
played very well this season and is deserving of a spot. 

I could see him winning a spot easily over someone like Luke Mittelstadt 
given the alternatives for Team USA are all small defensemen. Figuring 
out those five-to-seven spots on the blue line will be a key for camp, such 
as figuring out who’s going to penalty kill etc. It makes a player like Ryan 
Chesley, who has some size and is more defensive minded, even more 
valuable. 

Notable cuts 

Sasha Pastujov, LW, Anaheim: Pastujov was on Team USA last season 
and was a key member of his U.S. NTDP club. Thus with so much USA 
Hockey experience, it was a bit of a surprise to see him not on the camp 
roster. Cutting him I don’t think would have been unreasonable out of 
camp. He’s a very skilled scorer who is having a very good OHL season, 
but his lack of speed and compete have always rubbed evaluators the 
wrong way. 

This feels like Team USA knowing what he is and isn’t, and saw where 
this was going, and wanted to give other guys a chance at camp rather 
than bring Pastujov in and then cut him. If Team USA can’t score on the 
power play, though, this may be a decision that gets second-guessed. 

Ty Voit, RW, Toronto: Voit is the leading scorer in the OHL currently. 
He’s a highly-skilled and creative player who can make a ton of things 
happen with the puck inside the offensive zone. He is undersized, 
though, and lacks much in the way of speed, so Team USA was likely 
concerned on how his game would translate to the faster pace of the U20 
stage compared to the pace someone like Smith could play with. Also, 
Voit can’t play a PK role on this club. 

USA WJC camp roster: 

F: Blake, Brindley, Boucher, Connors, Cooley, Devine, Duke, Gauthier, 
Laba, Leonard, Lipkin, Chaz Lucius, Lund, McGroarty, Savage, Smith, 
Snuggerud, Stramel 

D: Behrens, Buium, Casey, Chesley, Hreschuk, Hughes, Hutson, 
Mittelstadt, Ufko 

— Corey Pronman (@coreypronman) December 5, 2022 

The goalie thing 

Goaltending for both Team Canada and Team USA is going to be a 
problem. Team USA is going to likely run out the under 6-foot undrafted 
Kaidan Mbereko who is having a strong college season. Team Canada is 
going to grapple with Sharks pick Benjamin Gaudreau’s sub .900 save 
percentage and hope someone takes the job convincingly. This won’t be 
an issue just for those two nations as this tournament is going to lack in 
terms of high-profile goalies from the other nations too. 
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Tony Reali on life, grief, empathy and two decades of ‘Around the Horn’ 

 

Stephen J. Nesbitt 

 

NEW YORK — On a warm autumn morning, Tony Reali settles into a 
window seat at a cafe across the street from Brooklyn Bridge Park, still 
smiling from school drop-off. It’s 4-year-old Enzo’s first day of 
kindergarten. A sign at the school suggested parents ease separation 
anxiety by being as boring as possible at dropoff. Reali’s wife, Samiya, 
nudged him: “That’s for you.” Reali is many things; he is not boring. The 
children in Enzo’s class know this, so there they were, engines revved, 
when he walked in. To them, and to hundreds of other kids in the 
borough of Brooklyn, Enzo’s dad isn’t Mr. Reali. His name is Tony 
Bologna Macaroni Pepperoni Guacamole Banana Ravioli Pizza. 
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Reali considers it the highest compliment when another parent thinks he 
works at the school. Years ago, before they had three children in tow 
(Francesca is now 8, Enzo, 4, and Antonella, 1), he and Samiya took a 
personality test that predicted a career path. Samiya’s results said she’d 
be a global business leader. Reali’s said kindergarten teacher. “I was 
like, they got me,” he says, beaming. 

It’s 10:30 a.m. at the cafe when Reali orders a black coffee and joins a 
daily pre-show call with the producers and panelists of “Around the Horn” 
— the weekday ESPN roundtable show with a mute button, a scoring 
system and a gregarious host who pinch-hit one day and never left. Reali 
has grown up on TV over the past two decades. He was 23 when he 
became the sidekick “Stat Boy” for Tony Kornheiser and Michael Wilbon 
on “Pardon the Interruption.” He was 25 when he started hosting “Around 
the Horn.” Now he’s 44, a husband, a father, a part of the furniture on 
ESPN as “Around the Horn” marks its 20th anniversary. “Things aren’t 
allowed to last that long,” writes friend and former ESPN host Dan Le 
Batard in an email. “He helms one of the most successful sports shows in 
the history of this medium, whether people know it or not.” 

20 years of Around the Horn     

Catch our 20th Anniversary Special on December 13th! You might even 
hear @TonyReali explain the scoring system… 
pic.twitter.com/PL9AC3NGcA 

— Around the Horn (@AroundtheHorn) November 4, 2022 

A one-hour “Around the Horn” special, hosted by Reali and featuring 
many current and former panelists, will air at 7 p.m. Dec. 13 on ESPN. 

Over the years, “Around the Horn” has evolved from a barrage of 
bombastic debate into a smarter show where banter and nuance can 
coexist, and Reali has developed from a facilitator, a pass-first point 
guard, into a host whose voice and vulnerability have made a glorified 
game show into a refreshingly genuine space. 

Colleagues applaud Reali’s instincts as host — to entertain yet 
empathize, humanize, contextualize. They rave about his motor. “He is 
the most energetic person on the planet,” ESPN writer and host Pablo 
Torre says. They tease his long-windedness. “If you’re recording, bring 
batteries,” panelist Israel Gutierrez says. They marvel at his enthusiasm. 
“He grabs life with both hands at every turn,” says producer Matt Kelliher. 
And they praise his authenticity. 

Recently, someone asked Jackie MacMullan, a former Boston Globe 
columnist and original “Around the Horn” panelist, about Reali: “What’s 
with that guy, dressed in all black? He’s trying too hard.” MacMullan 
replied, “No he’s not. He’s being who he is. You can be mad at him for 
being flippant. You can think he’s irreverent. You can think all those 
things. But I’m telling you, he’s the most decent person I’ve ever met in 
our business. The person you’re watching is real.” 

Back at the Brooklyn cafe, Reali is wearing a black T-shirt, black slacks 
and black sneakers. He wears black every day as a tribute to his son, 
Amadeo, Enzo’s twin, who was stillborn. “It’s how I felt I needed to 
process losing somebody I was expecting and planning to have in my life 
forever,” he says, and it’s part of his promise to always keep Amadeo 
present — even at a time when the thought that’s popping up is that 
there should be two boys starting kindergarten today. 

“Those days changed my life,” Reali says of losing Amadeo. “They 
changed how I continue to talk. They changed how I feel about being a 
TV host — stopped being so obsessed with sports and started focusing 
more on the humanity of sports. I still love games. But I see something 
more than I used to see.” 

Reali brings up DJ Reed, the Jets defensive back who two days prior 
intercepted a pass late in a blowout loss, dropped to his knees at midfield 
and raised his arms to the sky. The celebration, with his team badly 
behind, was ridiculed. After the game, Reed explained he was honoring 
his father, who had died that morning. The impulse tweets and takes had 
missed the real story. 

“These are the types of things that inform me every day on the show,” 
Reali says. “I know what the business can be, and I know what we can 
aspire to be.” 

For now, on the pre-show call, Reali has muted his line. Aaron Solomon, 
coordinating producer of “Around the Horn,” is running point. A younger 
Reali wanted a hand in each part of the production. He says he was 
trying to be Martin Scorsese directing “Goodfellas” in 21 minutes, 45 
seconds each weekday: “I lived and died with every show.” But 
maintaining that level of control was more complicated once Reali moved 
to New York in 2014 — the show is still produced out of Washington, 
D.C. — and it wasn’t healthy for him. He’d come home in the evenings 
wired, the dial always turned to 11. 

“And a Reali 11,” he says, “is most people’s 20.” 

For most of his life, Reali saw his perpetual energy as a superpower — 
his answer to the imposter syndrome setting in at each rung of the 
sports-media ladder, and his explanation for how a kid who was once 
taken off the air at his college radio station, WFUV at Fordham 
University, because his accent and delivery were wrong could wind up 
here. 

It was Reali’s persistence that got him back on the air. He was not a 
natural, despite what his parents, Joe and Madelyn, told him as a young 
boy in Marlboro, N.J., calling Yankees play-by-play on a wooden spoon. 
But Reali worked with a voice coach to tame his Staten Island accent and 
polish his delivery, and he got another chance at WFUV calling Fordham 
basketball and football. Then, for three glorious summers during college, 
Reali was WFUV’s Yankees reporter. “The first dream job of the million 
dream jobs I’ve had,” he says. It coincided with the Yankees’ World 
Series three-peat, from 1998 to 2000. Along the way, between filing 
reports from champagne-soaked clubhouses and riding the media float in 
ticker-tape parades, Reali found his voice. He was smart. He spoke with 
authority. And he was unafraid to express himself. 

“For some reason, this kid had a way of saying things that resonated,” 
says Bob Ahrens, who mentored Reali at WFUV. “It was uncanny.” 

It was Reali’s hustle that got him to ESPN. After graduating from 
Fordham, he immediately took two jobs: writing Channel 11 sportscasts, 
and researching for the sports trivia show “2 Minute Drill.” Then, in 
October 2001, he walked into an interview for a researcher role with 
“Pardon the Interruption,” wearing a suit and a skeptical look, and said, 
“Explain how this isn’t just going to be a radio show.” It was a fair ask. 
ESPN was betting viewers would find Kornheiser and Wilbon’s chemistry 
infectious, like two uncles debating the sports news of the day. And they 
did. The show remains a massive success. One day early on, a few 
George Washington freshmen asked to attend a live taping at the Atlantic 
Video studios. They sat in a back corner, and Kornheiser — astonished 
that the show had fans — asked them, “Is this some kind of fraternity 
prank?!” (One of the students, Josh Bard, is now a producer for “Around 
the Horn.”) 

Reali emerged not only as the show’s researcher but also as “Stat Boy,” 
showing up at the end of each show to add errors and omissions. Just 
like that, a few seconds per show, Reali became an ESPN regular. 

And it was Reali’s industriousness, plus a heavy dose of good fortune, 
that made him the host of “Around the Horn.” During the halftime show of 
Super Bowl XXXVIII on Feb. 1, 2004, Reali’s phone rang with a last-
minute request. “Around the Horn” host Max Kellerman’s contract was 
up, and ESPN needed a temporary replacement while the sides 
negotiated. “I was just a person around in D.C.,” Reali says. He was in 
the right place at the perfect time: the next day was the biggest show of 
the year. 

Even after Kellerman left for Fox Sports, Reali expected a more 
established ESPN host to relieve him. No one did. “Those first few 
weeks, I was just trying not to screw up,” he says. Once the job was 
officially his, Reali wasn’t going to let it get away. He was incessantly 
upbeat. And he didn’t take a day of vacation for his first seven years as 
host — even the day he and Samiya awoke to flames and their D.C. 
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apartment building burning down — because “it could be Lou Gehrig and 
Wally Pipp at any moment,” he says. “That doesn’t mean you’re not 
respected. It’s just a reality.” 

Now, Reali’s daily commute is a four-minute ferry ride across the East 
River from Brooklyn. He has hosted “Around the Horn” for almost 19 
years. “He doesn’t feel threatened anymore,” Solomon says, laughing. 
Gutierrez adds, “Max starting it off is kind of a footnote these days. It’s 
Tony’s show.” Standing on the stern of the ferry, Reali points out ESPN’s 
South Street Seaport Studios at Pier 17. His grandfathers were close 
friends as kids on the Lower East Side. They both dropped out of high 
school to unload bananas off boats at Pier 17. Reali now works there, 
too, out of Studio 2 on the second floor. 

Reali on his morning commute. (Stephen Nesbitt / The Athletic) 

From as far back as he can remember, Reali wanted to be two things: a 
sportscaster and a father. He told anyone who would listen that he 
wanted to have a big family. 

Then he and Samiya discovered it wasn’t so simple. They met in 2001 
when Reali went out with a buddy to Buffalo Billiards, a pool and beer 
hall in D.C.’s Dupont Circle, and realized he’d been roped into a double 
date. Samiya wasn’t his date; she was their server. They’ve been 
together ever since. They married in the Virgin Islands, honeymooned in 
France and then, for six years, tried to get pregnant. They went through 
rounds of fertility treatments. They waited. They tried again. A doctor told 
them they had less than a 1 percent chance of conceiving a child 
naturally. “It was a really damning thing,” Reali says. 

Francesca came naturally, between rounds of in-vitro fertilization. As 
Samiya held their miracle child for the first time, Reali determined he’d do 
whatever it took to make every day together the best day yet. “I wanted 
to be dad of the year,” he says. “I was so blissfully happy. I was trying to 
approach life like I approached ‘Around the Horn’ shoots. Trying to give it 
everything.” 

That’s when Reali, over the moon and unknowingly over his head, 
learned that his nonstop energy was something that needed to be 
managed. 

One Sunday afternoon in September 2015, Samiya, who works in 
emerging markets in developing countries, was on a three-week work trip 
to Nigeria. Reali put 1-year-old Francesca in her crib for a nap and 
settled in to read a book. The book, “True Story: Murder, Memoir, Mea 
Culpa,” was about a father who murdered his wife and children. A heavy 
read. Reali set the book aside and scrolled Twitter instead. He saw a 
headline about a similar tragedy. It spooked and staggered him. 
Suddenly, Reali’s mind whirred with intrusive thoughts about fatherhood. 
His heartbeat fluttered. He’d never had an anxiety attack before, so he 
thought he was having a heart attack. 

Francesca slept that night; her father didn’t. The unnerving thoughts and 
heart palpitations continued. Reali phoned a postpartum helpline in the 
middle of the night, but no one answered after-hours. He paced back and 
forth. He Googled his symptoms and read page after page of results — 
not so much doom-scrolling WebMD, he says, as searching for comfort 
that he wasn’t losing his mind. In the morning, he handed off Francesca 
to his mother-in-law and headed to work. He called the postpartum 
helpline again and spoke to someone who guided him back to steady 
ground. Reali hosted “Around the Horn” that day and then, for the first 
time, went to see a therapist. (He’d go again the next day, and the next, 
and the next.) 

Unpacking it all later, Reali realized his anxiety had been bubbling 
beneath the surface for a while and had shown up only sporadically, like 
the previous week when he had an episode of transient amnesia. He’d 
had a full plate but kept adding to it. He was watching Francesca while 
his wife was away; shooting “Around the Horn” five days per week; and 
on call each weekend for “Good Morning America,” which he had joined 
as a social-media correspondent after leaving “Pardon the Interruption.” It 
had seemed like a natural progression, adding morning TV alongside 
“Around the Horn,” but the role was unclear and the segments sporadic. 

He was grappling with failure on that front. But more than that, Reali 
says, the anxiety came as a manifestation of being a father — “because 
it meant so much to me,” because he hadn’t learned to say no, because 
every day had to be the best. 

Since being diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder, Reali has 
shared openly about his experience on air and on social media. To this 
day, strangers message him on Twitter about mental health or infertility 
or grief, and Reali sends back pages and pages of thoughts. “Why would 
I stop giving a window into that?” he says. Perhaps one of Reali’s most 
profound moments on “Around the Horn” was a monologue about former 
NBA player Delonte West, whose private demons have been broadcast 
publicly numerous times in recent years. 

Hi, I’m Tony Reali and I’m a TV host, sports yapper, dad and the 
neighborhood Uncle Tony. I have generalized anxiety disorder and I take 
medicine and I’ve benefitted greatly from talk therapy. Mental health is 
simply health. 

— Tony Reali (@TonyReali) July 28, 2021 

Reali also advocates strongly for talk therapy. Without it, he’s not sure 
how he would have survived what came next for him and Samiya: more 
trying, more fertility treatments, a positive pregnancy test, and then Enzo 
and Amadeo. There’s no way parents can be prepared to lose a child, 
but Reali felt he was able to process it only because of what he’d worked 
through in therapy. 

Samiya was 7 1/2 months pregnant with the twins when she and Reali 
went into the office for an ultrasound. Reali remembers chatting with the 
nurses and the ultrasound technician, then realizing after a while he was 
the only one talking. The room was silent. “That’s the moment it hits you,” 
Reali says. “Everyone’s quiet for a reason. They’re worried for the kids.” 

Samiya was rushed to the hospital for an emergency cesarean section. 
The doctors delivered Amadeo first. Reali held his son, wrapped in a 
swaddle, and touched his tiny feet. Doctors would later determine 
Amadeo’s intestines had ruptured in utero. Enzo came next and was 
whisked to the neonatal intensive care unit for monitoring. Then Reali 
rushed home to talk to Francesca. She’d been waiting excitedly for 
months for her twin brothers to come home. 

The ensuing days in the hospital are a black hole in Reali’s memory. He 
was crushed by the duality, the dissonance of grief and joy present in 
that moment: holding a healthy child in the NICU, and writing a eulogy for 
another. He and Samiya would never bring Amadeo home, and yet they 
felt like they knew him in some small way. They had felt his kicks for 
months before birth. They had held him in their arms. After delivering the 
eulogy at a memorial mass for Amadeo, Reali told Samiya he thought he 
should share about losing Amadeo on the air. Samiya agreed. If their 
pain could help others who are hurting, it would be worthwhile, in a way. 
First, though, Reali took time off. He told a friend: “I just want to hug my 
kids and be away for a bit.” 

Heartened by Father’s Day wishes. 

In recognition that this day like all things in life could mean different 
things to different people -parent and child, positive and negative-I’d like 
to speak here about fathers who’ve experienced loss. 

This month I became one. 

— Tony Reali (@TonyReali) June 17, 2018 

Reali returned to “Around the Horn” the day after Father’s Day. He wore 
black. 

“Here’s where I am today,” he said then. “Grief is part of humanity. Grief 
is proof of humanity. Parents dealing with loss, or anyone dealing with 
loss, meet yourselves where you are. Give voice to your feelings. Young 
men and women watching, this can be how you grieve. Don’t bury your 
heart. Keep it on the outside. And look to other people, because 
humanity can lift us.” 
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Today we welcomed @tonyreali back to the show! In FaceTime he 
shared his feelings about his recent loss, his recent addition, and how 
he’s getting through it all. pic.twitter.com/myaoby0kzO 

— Around the Horn (@AroundtheHorn) June 18, 2018 

Outside Studio 2, Reali opens a hallway closet to reveal a row of black 
jackets with a shelf of black sneakers below. He pulls on a jacket, steps 
inside the studio and greets the panelists shown on the video screen: 
Israel Gutierrez, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; Sarah Spain, in Chicago; David 
Dennis Jr., in Atlanta; and Bob Ryan, in Boston. Associate producer 
Caroline Willett informs the panelists that this is show No. 4,454 in 
“Around the Horn” history. The number draws a laugh from Ryan. He was 
on show No. 1 on Nov. 4, 2002. 

“Around the Horn” has changed considerably since then. It initially was 
more aggressive and argumentative. At the time, MacMullan — then a 
Boston Globe columnist, like Ryan — had a busy work life and young 
kids at home. She was already taping “The Sports Reporters” on 
weekends, and she found herself thinking “Around the Horn” wasn’t 
worth her time. “I was like, this is bad for me,” she says. “The shouting. 
The insults. The slapstick, almost. I thought, I’m a journalist. I don’t want 
to lose my journalistic integrity.” 

After a Spurs shootaround one day, head coach Gregg Popovich told 
MacMullan, “I like the Sunday morning show. You should lose the other 
one.” So, for a few years, she did. 

There’s a scene from “30 Rock” that everyone involved with “Around the 
Horn” knows. In it, Tracy Jordan (Tracy Morgan) references his regular 
appearances on the fictional show “Sports Shouting.” The scene cuts to a 
quad-box shot. Three panelists are talking over each other, and Jordan is 
just shouting. It is, undeniably, a spoof of “Around the Horn.” “I take it as 
a point of pride that anything I’ve been involved in has been parodied on 
30 Rock,” Torre says. 

Sports Shouting is what “Around the Horn” might look like if you were 
watching an episode on mute at a bar. 

“You’d think to yourself, what are these gasbags gas-bagging about?” 
Torre says. “Which is a fair instinct, to be clear. There is gas-bagging. 
But what the show has become in the 10 years I’ve been doing it is one 
that actually prides itself on gathering people who have incisive, 
thoughtful and personal things to contribute to the conversation around 
sports. It’s quietly subversive. 

“You start with this premise that it’s a game show, then you fill it with 
people who occasionally have profound things to confess about how they 
feel about sports.” 

There was a time when “Around the Horn” went to commercials with 
outro videos of Jessica Alba and Britney Spears dancing. “I could not 
host that show anymore,” Reali says. There was a time when the show 
was more likely to veer away from a difficult topic than to steer into one 
simply because it didn’t fit the show’s original format of binary arguments 
— A or B, yes or no, this or that. Now, the show pulls no punches. It has 
introduced non-scored segments for topics “with nuance and resonance 
and no easy answers,” executive producer Erik Rydholm explains in an 
email. While the show’s top priority is to entertain, Reali encourages the 
panelists to talk about what matters to them, even if there’s no natural 
segue. “He’s always made sure, and increasingly so, there’s space to get 
a really important message in on our show,” says panelist J.A. Adande. 

There also was a time when “Around the Horn” contestants were a 
homogenous cast of columnists — a handful of White men and 
MacMullan. In the early days, MacMullan says, she kept telling the 
show’s creators, “Guys, there are more women out there than just me. 
There are plenty of women who can do this.’” She suggested names, to 
no avail. MacMullan eventually returned to the show, at Reali’s and 
Solomon’s request, and saw a more diverse cast beginning to fill in 
around her. This was no accident. Reali wanted panelists to be smart 
and entertaining, but also be people with varying experiences and 
perspectives. He scouted young writers and radio hosts who had 

something to say — such as Bomani Jones, Mina Kimes, Kate Fagan 
and Torre — and whose backgrounds hadn’t been represented on the 
show. The staff roster grew deeper and more diverse. “It rode the wave, 
in a good way, and not just in a tokenist way,” says panelist Clinton 
Yates, who is Black. 

Solomon now has a roster of more than 20 active panelists. 

But on this day, inside Studio 2, it’s Bob Ryan, a founding father of 
“Around the Horn,” who wins. As Ryan — who was once a guest on 
Reali’s college radio show at Fordham; just like Reali was later a guest 
on Yates’ college radio show at Miami (Ohio) — delivers his FaceTime 
thoughts, Reali crumples a piece of paper (a leftover scrap from “First 
Take”) and lobs it at the camera. Then he walks out, hangs his jacket in 
the hallway closet and heads for home. 

There’s a 33-second voicemail from Reali on Torre’s phone that he has 
saved for nine years. Torre was standing on a sidewalk in Williamsburg 
when his phone rang Oct. 23, 2013 — a few weeks after he was hired by 
ESPN, and the day before his “Around the Horn” debut. He froze. He 
knew Reali would be calling but was too nervous to pick up. He listened 
to the voicemail instead. Reali’s voice boomed, “PABLO TORRE,” and 
warmly welcomed him to the show. 

“The term ‘host’ is a term of art in our business,” Torre says. “It describes 
what you do on camera. But for Tony there is the (sense that) ‘I am the 
guy in this giant, mixed-up Italian American family that is “Around the 
Horn,” and I want to make you feel like you belong here.’ He is going to 
go out of his way to make you comfortable. That started literally from 
moment zero.” 

Reali phones each new panelist before their first show. (When he called 
Yates, years after being on his college radio show, they talked for two 
hours.) Reali is mostly calling to deliver a pep talk. “They’re on frickin’ 
‘Around the Horn,’” he says. “They watched that show when they were 
11. Their mother and father need to know I’m going to take care of them, 
treat them with respect, but also ce-le-brate them.” Reali likes to 
reference Patrick Beverley’s over-the-top celebration — jumping on the 
scorer’s table, throwing his jersey into the stands — after winning a play-
in game this spring. “Are we in our lives ever allowed to celebrate like 
that?” Reali asks. “We have all accomplished wonderful things.” 

This, in a nutshell, is Reali, a man so earnest even his clichés scan as 
sincere. He likes to say, “I love to talk, and I talk to love.” He drops into a 
monologue about the “our” at the center of “encourage” at a moment’s 
notice. He engages with critics on Twitter — about “Around the Horn,” 
about his Catholic faith, about anything — and retweets his replies 
because he wants to show his 735,000 followers you can respond to 
someone in a way that leads with giving grace. Reali once felt so bad 
about a joke he made on air about NFL quarterback Mitch Trubisky that 
he apologized publicly and donated to a cause Trubisky supports. “The 
internet, as you may have noticed, is cynical and sarcastic and layered 
with so much irony such that the people involved don’t have to feel 
anything anymore,” Torre says. “Tony wants to feel everything.” 

Reali has a habit of randomly giving office tours to groups of kids he just 
met; he once invited a preschool class into the “Around the Horn” studio 
and filmed each of the 30 students on set saying “I love you” to their 
parents. He calls this photographer mode “Italian Grandma Tony,” and 
it’s why he has 185,748 photos and videos (38,836 favorites) on his 
phone. 

“He’s just one of the kindest people I’ve ever met,” MacMullan says. 

“Find someone who has worked with him in 20 years who has a bad 
thing to say about him,” Le Batard writes. “I defy you.” 

“It would be easy for someone to read (about him) and be like, ‘OK, so 
he’s a cool dude. That’s nice,’” Fagan says. “But it’s very different than 
that. Even as someone who works in words, I don’t quite know what to 
say to you to convey Tony. There is no one else like him that I have 
encountered in this business.” 
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Reali’s energy and infectious positivity are his trademark characteristics, 
on the air and off, but those close to him say his calling card is his 
empathy. They offer one example after another of Reali going out of his 
way to help. 

Like when Fagan’s father, Chris, was diagnosed with ALS around the 
time she went on “The Daily Show with Trevor Noah” to promote her first 
book, “What Made Maddy Run.” Reali waited with Fagan in the green 
room before the taping, then he and Samiya hosted Fagan’s family and 
friends that evening. When Fagan’s father died, Reali drove to Albany, 
N.Y., for the funeral. He had a show the next day, and he doesn’t drink, 
but he stayed for the Irish wake and didn’t leave until the last toast was 
raised in the early hours of the morning. 

“Tony holds a really special place in my heart,” Fagan says. “In every 
business, people say they’re about those things. But when that afternoon 
comes when you have to drive to Albany and you’re not going to be 
home until 1 in the morning, you cut it short. That’s not Tony.” 

Like when Gutierrez came out publicly as gay a week before his 
wedding, and told his “Around the Horn” colleagues, somewhat 
sheepishly, they were welcome to attend the wedding. Reali and Bard, 
the producer, showed up. They danced with Gutierrez’s sisters all night 
long. Gutierrez remembers reading a four-page handwritten letter from 
Reali afterward: “It had me in tears.” Later, when that marriage was 
falling apart and Gutierrez didn’t know who to turn to, he phoned Reali for 
support. “I could have called anybody,” Gutierrez says. “I called him.” 

Or like when Le Batard was on “Pardon the Interruption” for the first time, 
and “Stat Boy” showed him the ropes. “I was nervous and didn’t know 
how to fit in and was probably hiding that,” Le Batard writes. “And he 
went out of his way to help me, the way a host would treat you in his 
home. He probably doesn’t remember it because he did it for everybody. 
But it isn’t something I’ll forget.” 

Over the years, “Around the Horn” has become a de facto feeder 
program for other ESPN shows, and in that way Reali’s impact is felt 
across the network. Reali is proud of that, thrilled that the show has been 
a launching pad for the careers of many current and former ESPNers. 

But, for Reali, that requires a celebration of a different sort. That’s not the 
Patrick Beverley moment, he says. That’s the last scene of “Good Will 
Hunting” — Chuckie waiting at Will’s doorstep and realizing his buddy 
has left for good, gone chasing a dream. It’s a misty-eyed happy. 

Earlier this year, Reali turned on the TV and saw basketball analyst 
Monica McNutt on the NBA All-Star Game broadcast. McNutt hadn’t 
been a panelist on “Around the Horn” in months — moving on, moving 
up. 

“That’s the ‘Good Will Hunting’ moment,” Reali says. “You have to be 
happy for your friend, for the person you believe in.” 

Walking to Pier 11 to catch a ferry back to Brooklyn, Reali is asked how 
he decompresses. He shrugs and smiles. He struggles with that. Reali 
pulls a pair of orange-tinted sunglasses from his fanny pack. They 
provide a perpetual sunset. That’s one technique he uses to relax. It’s 
hard to unwind when the kids are awake — he’s busy being the life of the 
playdate — but he plays piano and drums, listens to music and, after the 
kids are in bed, he sits beside the windows overlooking the East River to 
watch the water, the lights of Manhattan and the fading sunset. 

Lately, Reali has been focused on finding balance. It isn’t in his nature. 
For example, he used to do high-intensity training five days per week, 
and he craved the collapse at the end of each workout. Now he knows 
that’s not a wise workout plan for someone with high anxiety and endless 
energy; he was pulling muscles crossing the street because his body was 
wound so tightly. Now, Reali trains with Functional Patterns, a program 
focused on posture and balance. 

“I want things in my life to breathe a little more,” he says. 

For now, Reali has a full plate and isn’t trying to heap more on top. 

The sun is arcing low in the sky as Reali steps onto the ferry, and the 
conversation turns to his children again. Before he had kids, Reali would 
go to weddings and write in his card to the happy couple: Have kids — 
lots of them! He doesn’t write that any longer. Now he understands that 
parenting, for many, can be a painful journey. Back when he was writing 
that, Reali says, “I was overjoyed for their wedding, and not realizing at 
that moment, in my maturity, that, A) people should rightfully have 
different views about it; B) may have issues, like we had issues 
conceiving; and, C) may have something like (losing Amadeo) happen.” 

The arrival of Antonella last year was a beautiful surprise. 

“Never thought I’d be back in that (delivery) room,” Reali says. 

We have been blessed beyond our wildest dreams: 

Welcome to the world Antonella Reali! 

Samiya is well and Francesca and Enzo can’t wait to meet their new 
partner for life! 

Our hearts beat outside our body and we share the joy! 
pic.twitter.com/qCIT09sLWg 

— Tony Reali (@TonyReali) October 18, 2021 

He and Samiya hold their children closely, the way parents do when they 
know the pain of burying one. One reason they chose the name Amadeo 
is that it’s not a name one often stumbles upon accidentally, on store 
signs or class rosters. Still, every so often, seeing a double stroller or a 
set of twins brings a wave of sadness. 

Stepping off the ferry, Reali is back in Brooklyn Bridge Park — a block 
from home and the three children waiting to charge their father. The night 
before, Reali put the last touches on Enzo’s “Me Book,” a picture book 
each student keeps in their classroom during the school year to look at 
when they’re having a lonely day. Enzo’s book is filled with photos of his 
family and his favorite things. As he placed the photos, Reali couldn’t 
help but marvel at how much his little boy has grown already. 

“Parenting is every little day, every little minute, letting go just a little bit 
more,” he says. “That’s going to be challenging for me. I’ll never let go 
completely.” 
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ESPN / NHL rookie rankings: Two-player race for the top spot? 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

Ryan S. Clark is an NHL reporter for ESPN. 

Welcome to December. It's that portion of the NHL calendar in which 
teams have a sample size of more than 20 regular-season games. 

There are some teams that will be in the playoffs. There are some who 
are trying to get there, and there are others who might be looking ahead 
to the lottery. Regardless, there are teams in all three categories that 
have rookies who are already making an impact. 

So who are the current crop of rookies a little beyond the first quarter of 
the season? Let's find out. 

1. Matty Beniers, C, Seattle Kraken 

Stats: 24 GP | 10 G | 11 A | 21 P 

Previous Ranking: No. 1 

Why he's here: Beniers continues to show why he remains in a top-six 
role. He just had a six-game point streak snapped, during which he had 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 6, 2022 

 

12 points. That scoring stretch also came during the Kraken's seven-
game winning streak. He was already among the premier rookies but 
now leads all rookies in goals, points and points per game among first-
year players with more than 10 games. 

Going forward: What Beniers has done has aided in those early 
discussions about the Kraken potentially challenging for a playoff spot. 
Any attempt for a postseason push means they will continue to rely on 
Beniers, who is second on the team in goals and third in points. Playing a 
key role in helping a team reach the playoffs only adds to Beniers' Calder 
Trophy hopes. But there is also a conversation to be had about another 
Pacific Division rookie possibly winning the award for the NHL's best 
rookie. 

2. Logan Thompson, G, Vegas Golden Knights 

Stats: 17 GP | 12-5 | 2.54 GAA | .920 SV% 

Previous Ranking: No. 3 

Why he's here: Thompson has found a way to become a No. 1 
goaltender in a tandem with Adin Hill. He has also become a No. 1 
goaltender for one of the NHL's best teams in a season in which 
goaltending was among the biggest questions at the start of the year. It 
amounts to Thompson emerging into one of the most important players 
on a team that feels it has everything needed to win it all. 

Going forward: In terms of his team? Bruce Cassidy has continued to 
show trust in Thompson considering he has twice the starts as Hill this 
season. The result of that is a consistent goalie who is in the top five in 
wins, goals-against average, save percentage, goals saved above 
expected and shutouts. In terms of the Calder race? It could become a 
question of who has made a greater impact? Beniers or Thompson? 

3. Jake Sanderson, D, Ottawa Senators 

Stats: 24 GP | 1 G | 10 A | 11 P 

Previous Ranking: No. 2 

Why he's here: On the whole, the Senators have not had the season a 
number of people were expecting. Sanderson, however, has remained 
one of their most consistent performers. The 20-year-old puck mover is 
tied for the rookie lead in points by a defenseman. He is also among the 
top five Senators players in 5-on-5 ice time, power-play and short-
handed minutes to further reinforce his do-everything status. 

Going forward: He is projected to finish the season with three goals and 
38 points. But know this about Sanderson: There is so much more to his 
presence that goes beyond facilitating offense and registering points. 
Sanderson has also shown awareness in the form of only taking two 
penalties through his first 24 games while drawing five penalties -- the 
most of any Sens defenseman this season. 

4. Cole Perfetti, C, Winnipeg Jets 

Stats: 22 GP | 4 G | 11 A | 15 P 

Previous Ranking: No. 6 

Why he's here: Perfetti rises up the rankings because he has proven to 
be an important player for the Jets. Entering Thanksgiving, the Jets 
scored the third-fewest goals. Since then? The Jets have scored so 
much that they have a plus-15 goal differential. Perfetti had five points 
during that stretch which played a part in showing the Jets could have the 
necessary production that complements Connor Hellebuyck in their 
chase for a postseason berth. 

Going forward: Only Beniers has more points among rookies than 
Perfetti. That said, Perfetti is playing on the Jets top line next to Mark 
Scheifele and Blake Wheeler which should allow him to remain a serious 
contender for the rookie points title. 

5. Owen Power, D, Buffalo Sabres 

Stats: 25 GP | 0 G | 10 A | 10 P 

Previous Ranking: No. 7 

Why he's here: The No. 1 pick from 2021 is still in search of his first goal 
of the season. But he has still remained productive. Power is a point 
behind Sanderson for the rookie lead among defensemen. In total, the 
former Michigan star is tied for fifth in the rookie points race. One 
category where Power stands alone is ice time. Power not only leads all 
rookies in ice time but he is doing it by more than two full minutes per 
game. 

Going forward: How Power has performed in November could lay the 
foundation for what he could be the rest of the year. And that's a top-four 
option who more or less is on the ice with every other shift. No, seriously. 
There are only four players in the entire NHL who have been on the ice 
more during 5-on-5 sequences than Power. 

6. Kaiden Guhle, D, Montreal Canadiens 

Stats: 24 GP | 1 G | 8 A | 9 P 

Previous Ranking: No. 5 

Why he's here: There is no denying Guhle's place among his peers. He 
is part of that class of rookie defensemen with Power and Sanderson that 
are emerging into top-four options who can be trusted to play more than 
20 minutes per game. In terms of 5-on-5 ice time, he ranks second on 
the Canadiens behind David Savard. 

Going forward: Using him in 5-on-5? Asking him to operate in short-
handed situations? Trusting him in the defensive zone? Guhle has shown 
he can meet those demands. His five points in November also shows 
how he can provide contributions on that end. Guhle averaged 0.55 
points in the WHL and is averaging 0.38 points this season. It comes out 
to him being on pace to finish with 30 points over an 82-game campaign. 

7. Shane Pinto, C, Ottawa Senators 

Stats: 24 GP | 9 G | 2 A | 11 P 

Previous Ranking: No. 4 

Why he's here: Pinto is having one of the stronger campaigns by a rookie 
forward. He opened the season with six goals and seven points in 
October but finished November with three goals and four points. That 
said, Pinto is tied with Beniers for the most goals by a rookie going into 
December while also being tied for the Sens' team lead in goal with 
Claude Giroux and Brady Tkachuk. 

Going forward: The current projections have Pinto on pace to finish with 
31 goals this season which strengthens his case for the Calder. He's 
sixth in points but only has two assists. Pinto is still having an impact on 
his team similar to Beniers and Perfetti. The main difference is that 
Beniers and Perfetti are doing it for teams trying to reach the playoffs 
whereas the Sens came into December in last place in the Atlantic 
Division. 

8. Matias Maccelli, F, Arizona Coyotes 

Stats: 20 GP | 2 G | 14 A | 16 P 

Previous Ranking: NR 

Why he's here: November was extremely good to Maccelli. He averaged 
0.90 points per game which was the second-best mark among rookies 
with at least 10 games that month. It more than doubled what he 
produced in October, and it is why he entered December third in the 
rookie points race with 13 points in 18 games. 

Going forward: Maccelli's strong month also led to him being third in 
points among Coyotes players behind Clayton Keller and Shayne 
Gostisbehere. Now it is just a matter of seeing if Maccelli can find more 
consistency when it comes to scoring. He's not alone as the Coyotes 
have scored the second-fewest goals this season. 

9. Kent Johnson, C, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Stats: 20 GP | 6 G | 7 A | 13 P 
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Previous Ranking: No. 10 

Why he's here: Johnson is one of the members of this season's rookie 
class who entered December with more than 11 points. Yet one of the 
most notable details about Johnson's performances is what they mean to 
his team. He's third in points while his six goals ranks tied for third for the 
Blue Jackets in what's been a challenging season. 

Going forward: Can his contributions lead to a potential increase in 
playing time? Johnson is averaging a little less than 13 minutes per 
game. But the fact he is on pace to finish with 21 goals and 46 points 
could lead to seeing more minutes throughout the season. 

10. Fabian Zetterlund, LW, New Jersey Devils 

Stats: 20 GP | 5 G | 8 A | 13 P 

Previous Ranking: NR 

Why he's here: A number of players had significant roles in the Devils' 
13-1 record in November. Zetterlund was one of those players. He 
scored three goals and had 10 points which was the fifth-highest 
offensive output on the team. Zetterlund also had a four-game point 
streak while finishing the month with six points in the last seven games. 

Going forward: Zetterlund was a late-season callup last year who scored 
eight points in 14 games after averaging 0.90 points in 58 games in the 
AHL. What he did last year created intrigue around the Devils. What he is 
doing this season makes him even more alluring given his 0.65 points 
per game is tied for third among rookies with at least 10 games. 

What to watch for: Jonatan Berggren (Detroit Red Wings), Marcus Bjork 
(Columbus Blue Jackets) and Juuso Parssinen (Nashville Predators) 
have played in a fraction of the games as the rest of the rookie class. But 
they have all made impacts on their teams within such a short time. It's 
possible December could provide them with the outlet to cement their 
places within their respective teams while also impacting the rookie 
landscape. 

Honorable mention (in alphabetical order): 

Noah Cates, LW, Philadelphia Flyers 

Wyatt Johnston, C, Dallas Stars 

Nils Lundkvist, D, Dallas Stars 

Mason McTavish, C, Anaheim Ducks 

JJ Peterka, RW, Buffalo Sabres 

Jack Quinn, RW, Buffalo Sabres 
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Sportsnet.ca / Pettersson’s revenge: Canucks keep surprising with 
‘inexplicable’ comeback vs. Canadiens 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – Two weeks into his Calder Trophy season four years 
ago, Elias Pettersson was thrown violently to the ice in Florida by 
defenceman Mike Matheson, who had been embarrassed by the rookie 
Vancouver Canuck earlier in the shift. 

Pettersson got a concussion, Matheson a two-game suspension and the 
incident set off an inferno of debate about the culture of both the 
Canucks and the National Hockey League. 

But even then, as a 19-year-old with the physique of a 2-iron, Pettersson 
was tougher than he seemed. Tougher mentally and physically. Four 

years later for Pettersson and two teams later for Matheson, the 
Canucks’ elite two-way centre victimized the Montreal Canadiens’ 
defenceman in overtime to give Vancouver an inexplicable 7-6 victory in 
front of fans who have rarely been so entertained. 

Pettersson may or may not have caused Matheson to blow a tire and 
lose the puck by touching the defenceman’s leg with his stick, but there 
was little doubt about the significance of the goal it caused – for the 
Canucks and Pettersson. 

Stronger in every sense than he was four years ago, Pettersson skated 
the puck to the net from a sharp angle as Matheson retreated and tucked 
a forehand deke through the pads of Montreal goalie Sam Montembeault. 

Asked after the game if he realized in the moment whom he had just 
pilfered and embarrassed, Pettersson looked a long time at the 
questioner before deadpanning: “I’m going to say no comment.” He 
knew. 

This was Pettersson’s revenge. 

At least that’s the storyline we’re going with in a game that could have 
spawned an alternate universe. For the first time since 1973, the 
Canucks rallied from a four-goal deficit to win. After the Canadiens 
scored four times in the first period, the Canucks eventually blew a 5-4 
lead late in the third, trailed 6-5, then tied it on Andrei Kuzmenko’s 
power-play goal with Vancouver relief netminder Collin Delia on the 
bench for an extra attacker. 

And then Pettersson won it 13 seconds into overtime. 

“If they had called a penalty there, I would have been upset,” he said. “I 
didn’t touch his skates. I saw that I had an open lane (to the net). And I 
saw their goalie had one knee down at the post and it looked like if I 
made a long move, I might be able to get it through.” 

Later, in his press scrum, Pettersson told reporters: “I don't know if it was 
relief to score a goal or whatever, but just, overall, the emotion all game, 
to be down four and come back, be down one again and then tie it at the 
end, it was a game that had a lot of emotions and I'm glad we came up 
on top tonight.” 

A game with 13 goals deserves that many clauses in one sentence. 

“Man, we got the two points; that's all I can say,” Canuck captain Bo 
Horvat said. “At the end of the day, I don't care how we did it, we got it 
done. Obviously, it was not pretty. We made it pretty hard on ourselves 
but we showed a lot of resilience tonight. And Dells stepping in (for 
starting goalie Spencer Martin) and playing as well as he did. . . it was a 
fun one. It was a Monday Night Football game.” 

Maybe the Canucks would be good at football. They appear to have 
some flaws as a hockey team. 

Unable to figure how to defend leads and win, now they don’t even know 
how to lose properly. Canuck teams don’t come back from 4-0 late in the 
second period. They don’t score seven goals in the final 23½ minutes. 

They don’t finish a four-game homestand at 2-2 when they led for less 
than seven minutes in more than four hours of hockey. 

“That's just the rollercoaster of emotions — kind of how you do not want 
to play the game, really,” Canuck veteran J.T. Miller said. “You want to 
play even keel. But when you give up four that quickly, it was kind of a 
shell shock because. . . we had been absolutely dominant. Shots were 9-
0 (at the start). A couple breakdowns and we’ve just got to get out of that 
habit of giving them up bang, bang, bang, bang. You're not going to 
come back from 4-0 every day. But we talked about getting two in the 
second (period). But we had so many guys step up. Petey's line was 
awesome; Petey was dominant.” 

After Saturday’s 3-2 overtime win against Arizona, when the Canucks 
chased the mighty Coyotes all game, Pettersson’s line was reconfigured 
by desperate coach Bruce Boudreau. Brock Boeser, who went from 
being a healthy scratch to outed on the trade block to goal-scoring hero 
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in one eventful Saturday, was deployed Monday alongside Pettersson 
and winger Ilya Mikheyev. 

Mikheyev scored twice on perfect passes from Pettersson, who finished 
with three points, giving him 32 in 26 games this season. 

Horvat, Conor Garland and Jack Studnicka, with the Canucks’ first go-
ahead goal at 8:49 of the third period, also scored for Vancouver. 

It was impossible to foresee when the score was 4-0 that Jack Studnicka 
and Collin Delia would become key figures in a Canuck victory. But most 
of their season has been a surprise. The Canucks are Forest Gump’s 
box of chocolates. 

“It's funny, I feel like every game, it's so live or die,” Miller said. “It's 82 
games. We've won a lot of games in the last 15 or 20 (but) it’s a process. 
It's not going to be pretty every night. I'm just proud of the group. We had 
a lot of different guys step up tonight, which is awesome.” 

The Canucks have lost seven games this season after leading by two or 
three goals. But now they’ve won one when they trailed by four. 
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Sportsnet.ca / St. Louis maintaining perspective after Canadiens blow 
four-goal lead in loss to Canucks 

 

Eric Engels 

 

VANCOUVER — In an alternate universe, and under completely different 
circumstances, Martin St. Louis would’ve been seething, and visibly so 
for the first time in his young coaching career. 

To watch his team blow a 4-0 lead, and then a late 6-5 one, to turn a 
galvanizing win into a devastating 7-6 loss to the Vancouver Canucks 
would’ve had him seeing red if this Canadiens season was about 
anything other than development.  

But it’s not.  

Maybe the fans are tired of hearing about how each game provides a 
lesson for this young team — which came into this one on the Pacific 
Coast even younger due to Brendan Gallagher and David Savard both 
being sidelined by injury and came out of it down experienced centreman 
Sean Monahan, who left halfway through — but the Canadiens are taking 
a big one with them to Seattle, where they’ll prepare to face the Kraken 
on Tuesday for the first time this season. 

“We need to know that any one play can make the difference,” said St. 
Louis, who was as cool as he’s been after any other loss the Canadiens 
have suffered since he took over the bench 62 games ago.  

They’ve stumbled now 36 times under his watch — six now in overtime 
after Mike Matheson tripped and created the lane Elias Pettersson filled 
before beating Samuel Montembeault for the winning goal 13 seconds 
into the extra period — and St. Louis, who was among the feistiest and 
most competitive players of his era, hasn’t so much as bristled as 
coach.   

As 4-0 Canadiens became 5-4 Canucks with 11:11 to go in the third 
period, St. Louis had reason to blow a gasket. 

But he called timeout and kept his cool. His intention was not to berate 
his team, but to get it to realize there was nothing it could do about what 
had happened and refocus it on the task at hand.  

The Canadiens bounced back with two quick goals from Christian Dvorak 
and Josh Anderson and were on their way to a 6-5 win when Johnathan 
Kovacevic was called for tripping J.T. Miller with 1:32 to go in regulation.  

Andrei Kuzemenko tied the game six seconds later and “circumstances,” 
as St. Louis put it afterwards, got in the way in overtime.  

Matheson fell, he and Nick Suzuki failed to close out Pettersson, and one 
of several costly mistakes in the game proved to be decisive. 

But the coach stood in front of the media with a smile on his face after, 
talking about how the positives outweighed the negatives. 

“It’s a hard league, and I think I love the hockey we’re playing,” St. Louis 
said. “I think we’re learning to play a style and learning to win, I think, is 
different than learning to play as a team in the style we want to play.” 

There will be days, and months, to clean up the mistakes, and the 
Canadiens know they made too many of them to walk away with two 
points instead of one in this game. 

But the coach feels there’s more to take away from the way his team 
filled the net and created offence, from its ability to gain its composure 
after allowing nine of the first 10 shots in the game and depending too 
much on Montembeault, and from its response to St. Louis’ message 
over the 30-second timeout. 

And he feels the lesson from the loss will prove valuable in the other part 
of the equation.   

“Situations like this teaches us a little bit of learning to win, but it’s a 
process. Because you can’t teach a team how to win and how you want 
to play at the same time,” St. Louis said. “It’s two different things. So, if I 
focus on the result tonight, it’s disappointing, obviously, being up 4-0. But 
if you really watch the game, we could’ve been down 2-0 early and 
somehow we weren’t. We were up 4-0 and, honestly, halfway through the 
game, we should’ve been up 6-0. We weren’t able to get the fifth goal, 
the sixth goal…” 

Cole Caufield, who scored his 14th of the season to get the Canadiens 
on the board, missed one he almost never misses from the goalmouth 
before the Canucks got second-period goals from Conor Garland and 
Ilya Mikheyev. 

With momentum on their side, the Canucks got one from Bo Horvat — 
his 20th of the season — and another from Mikheyev before Jack 
Studnicka tied things up.  

How much of the damage was self-inflicted? 

“I think a good amount,” said Canadiens defenceman Jordan Harris. 

But as he said, St. Louis never lost his composure. 

“The coaches aren’t really ones to scream or yell on the bench,” Harris 
added, “but there’s a certain level and standard they expect, and that’s 
how it should be.” 

St. Louis will address all of it with the Canadiens before they take to the 
ice on Tuesday, about how they need to be more consistent in every 
area of ice. 

But the message will continue to be about building. 

“Our good was really good tonight, and we’ll just try to focus on that,” St. 
Louis said. 

Practice will be about cleaning up the bad. 

The Canadiens have had their fair share of it since this road trip through 
Western Canada began, starting with a win earned almost entirely on 
Jake Allen’s goaltending heroics in Calgary, moving through a penalty-
laden loss to the Edmonton Oilers and through this seesaw-battle against 
a Canucks team that was just as porous defensively and has been much 
more so since the season began.  

But St. Louis sees no point in screaming and yelling and breaking sticks.  

“You can’t do anything about it,” he said. “What happens in the game is 
in the past.” 
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With that, the Canadiens will move forward. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Nazem Kadri snaps out of slump in big way to lead Flames 
past Coyotes 

 

Eric Francis  

 

CALGARY — Nazem Kadri felt like he was due. 

“That’s for sure,” chuckled the Flames centre. “I’ve had a lot of good 
opportunities the last handful of games, so it’s nice to finally see it hit the 
back of the net.” 

So much so, the Flames’ prized free agent signing punctuated his first 
goal in nine outings with a primal scream befitting the moment. 

Did the animated celly stem from scoring the dramatic, go-ahead goal 
with just four minutes left to play? 

Was it symbolic of just how emotional a lad he is? 

Or did it have to do with ending a string in which he’d had just one assist 
in his previous eight games? 

“Just a little bit of everything,” he smiled, following a sloppy, 3-2 win over 
an Arizona club playing its 13th-straight road game. 

“I’m a passionate player and I always want to go out and give it all I’ve 
got. 

“There was a little bit of frustration starting to seep in. 

“I feel like I had some great opportunities in the last number of games. 

“It was a matter of time before it came.” 

On this night it couldn’t have come at a better time. 

With seven minutes left in a 2-2 game Kadri could be seen slamming his 
fists into his side of the bench after being slammed to the ice by Liam 
O’Brien without recourse. 

Two minutes later the payback would come on the power play, when a 
slick passing play started by Jonathan Huberdeau and Tyler Toffoli found 
Kadri alone at the faceoff dot for a one-timer the 32-year-old made no 
mistake on. 

It was the team’s second power-play goal on the night, capping a string 
that saw the team score that same amount of extra-man goals in their 
previous 21 tries. 

It was also his third point of the game, as he earlier added assists on 
goals by Elias Lindholm and linemate Dillon Dube. 

“It’s funny how this game works — sometimes you feel like you’re playing 
great but no results to show for it, and sometimes it can be flipped,” said 
Kadri, whose scoring woes of late still have him leading the team with his 
ninth strike. 

“I’m lucky we have a great group of guys who are able to pick me up. 

“I’m happy to get those two points tonight.” 

Other than a huge Dan Vladar save on Christian Fischer to preserve the 
result with 1:14 remaining, there was little else to take from a game in 
which the Flames felt fortunate to win after squandering a 2-0 first-period 
lead. 

Huberdeau finished with two assists and the team has won three of its 
last four. 

But Kadri’s breakout was the big news — an encouraging sign from a 
player who was unquestionably the team’s best skater the first dozen 
games. 

So good was Kadri to open the season, the early belief was he may just 
eclipse the 87 points he hoarded in Colorado last year en route to his first 
Stanley Cup. 

Since then, he’s been a poster boy for the team’s struggles to find the 
net. 

But as he alluded to, the last few games have been much better, as 
linemates Dube and Andrew Mangiapane are also finally finishing. 

Dube now has four goals in his last eight, and Mangiapane has three 
goals in his last four. 

“The line’s been hopping, and lots of jump, and giving us momentum, all 
three of them,” said coach Darryl Sutter. 

“The kids know each other and play off each other really well, and when 
they get their speed game going, Naz can play the middle of the ice and 
do a lot of the experience work.” 

He chuckled as he said it, as this was finally one of those evenings when 
a close game went their way with that elusive special team goal. 

“Special teams are going to win you a lot of hockey games down the 
stretch,” said Kadri, who was asked what the key was to improving their 
power play efficiency. 

“I think we’ve just got to relax out there and make plays. 

“We’re great players. 

“Just help each other out.” 

The Flames wrap up their five-game homestand Wednesday against 
Minnesota, before heading to Columbus for a Friday night reunion with 
Johnny Gaudreau. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 12.06.2022 

1261750 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / 'We need to be better': Oilers continue to fight slow starts, 
costly turnovers 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — On the surface, it was just a 3-2 loss. Only Edmonton’s 
second loss in six games, with Arizona on the docket for Wednesday. 

The Edmonton Oilers were tied 2-2 with Washington after 40 minutes, 
and then… “We made a critical error and ended up in the back of our 
net.” 

That’s how head coach Jay Woodcroft saw it. 

And Evan Bouchard? 

He saw it similarly — from his spot on the bench where he was pinned 
for the rest of the game. It was his unaware play that resulted in the 
breakaway that would produce the game-winner. 

It would be his last shift of the night, and we can assume that assistant 
coach Dave Manson has reached his limit of watching a not-so-young-
anymore defenceman who has such good vision offensively, play a 
defensive game that so lacks awareness of what’s going on around him. 

But this wasn’t a “one mistake by one guy” kind of game. 
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That the Oilers, outshot 50-30 on this night, were anywhere close to 
finding a point here was miraculous. Stuart Skinner was off-the-hook 
good in goal, and the Capitals were the better team for pretty much the 
entire night. 

It began right after puck drop, as a notoriously slow-starting Oilers team 
walked out of their dressing room like a guy greeting the morning sun out 
at the lake, wearing a bathrobe and slippers, a big cup of coffee in their 
collective hand. 

Sleepy? 

Edmonton has earned its reputation for being positively comatose to start 
games. It goes back to the Dave Tippett years, and no — it’s not getting 
any better. 

“We come in here and we talk about it every day. We sit here after the 
game, talk about it over, and over, and over….,” began assistant captain 
Darnell Nurse. “We want to have good starts each and every night. But 
you know, we're sitting here and it's a part of our game. We're almost a 
quarter of the way through the season. 

“The more we just talk away and pester at it… We need to just show up 
and play. Relax, pin our ears back and come out on the attack.” 

At this point, with due respect to Nurse, talk is cheap. Somehow slow 
starts have wormed their way into the DNA of this team, and they can’t 
figure out how to expunge it. 

But still, in the end this boiled down to a 2-2 game where someone was 
going to find a hero, while someone else was going to make a mistake. 

Bouchard took care of the mistake, and after a heady play by Aliaksei 
Protas — who had a contested breakaway and kicked a puck back to the 
trailing Nic Dowd, who scored — the Caps’ fourth line provided the 
heroes. 

On a night where the Oilers were missing Top 9 forwards Zach Hyman, 
Ryan McLeod, Warren Foegele and Evander Kane, they needed to hold 
an opponent to two goals or less. 

Of course, the Capitals were without injured Nicklas Backstrom, Tom 
Wilson, defenceman Dmitri Orlov and starting goalie Darcy Kuemper. But 
they were full marks for finding the third goal, something opponents have 
found against Edmonton for all but five games in 26 outings this season. 

The Oilers defended well down the stretch and into the playoffs last 
season. This year, it has been a lost art. 

“This this group knows how to defend,” Nurse declared. “We haven't 
done it well enough. We need to be better, to a man. It's another one of 
the things like the starts: we talk about it, talk about it, talk about it. We’ve 
just gotta go out there and play, and do it.” 

They’re at a hard point in the season, these Oilers, where they’re missing 
some bodies, and their structure is being tested. They’re passing the test 
on some nights, but on others — like Monday, when Connor McDavid 
(goal) and Leon Draisaitl have one point between them — they do not 
have sufficient defensive structure to fall back on. 

It is, as they say, a work in progress. Like Edmonton’s light rail transit. 

“This is the way it is right now,” reasoned defenceman Brett Kulak, who 
opened the scoring. “We address it, and we’ve got to keep working away 
at it. You build your game, and it's not necessarily right now when you 
want to be peaking. You want to build and get more consistent as the 
year goes on. You want to be at your best heading into the postseason. 

“We’ve got to keep chipping away.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Weekend Takeaways: Lightning rediscover contending 
form after slow start 

 

Ryan Dixon 

 

It’s understood that the regular season holds different weight for different 
clubs. No matter how certain squads may scuffle at times, we know, 
ultimately, they will get into the post-season and be judged on what they 
do there. 

As much as any other team in the league, that’s been the Tampa Bay 
Lightning’s story for some time. Initially, no matter what they did in the 
82-game dress rehearsal, it didn't matter because they couldn’t get it 
done in the spring. Then when they summitted that mountain, the Bolts 
became a team that, even if they were second or third in their division, 
you knew you wanted no part of them come playoff time. 

As such, no person inside or outside the organization was looking for the 
panic button when Tampa was 7-6-1 a month into the season and had 
given up more goals than it had scored. Still, even if the turnaround that’s 
occurred since then was inevitable, the team that’s won 15 of 16 playoff 
series the past three post-seasons has to be feeling a lot better than it 
was a short time ago. 

The Bolts squeaked out a 4-3 extra-time victory over the Toronto Maple 
Leafs on Saturday, running their record to 8-2-0 in their past 10. Their 
only two L’s in that stretch were to the best team in the NHL this year, the 
Boston Bruins. Has Tampa been perfect? No chance. They're still giving 
up 2.90 goals-per-game in that run, which basically ranks in the middle of 
the NHL stack. 

But the Lightning are burying 4.10 goals-per-game during that time and 
their expected-goals percentage since mid-November (56.63) is second 
only to the aforementioned Bruins. Salary cap casualties — you can’t 
always find an IR way around it — mean Tampa annually says goodbye 
to important players like Ondrej Palat, Blake Coleman and Ryan 
McDonagh. This year, though, Mikhail Sergachev has taken a major 
offensive leap on the back end, while Nick Paul — he of the 11 goals this 
season — may just be the latest guy to find another gear after being 
developed or acquired by this team. 

A prime example of that is 2015 third-rounder Anthony Cirelli, who made 
his season debut versus Toronto after recovering from shoulder surgery. 
The future Selke winner — yeah, you can put that one on the board — 
should have something to say about Tampa’s middling goals-against 
coming down. 

There’s also been a little warm-and-fuzzy stuff recently, with captain 
Steven Stamkos collecting his 1,000th point last week as a pre-curser to 
him netting his 500th goal six ‘Stammer Time’ blasts from now. 

Tampa Bay Lightning honour and celebrate captain Stamkos' 1000 
career points 

Let’s face it, making a fourth straight final is a herculean task that even 
this model franchise might not be able to pull off. But as the past few 
weeks have shown, their best look is a really good one — and you know 
that’s the side Tampa will show when the chips are down. 

Other Takeaways 

• Another team getting better results lately? The Nashville Predators. The 
Preds posted a 4-1 win in New York against the Islanders on Friday night 
for their seventh win in nine tries. Kevin Lankinen was a monster in net 
versus the Isles, making 48 saves for the W. He’s certainly been a 
backup upgrade for this team and starter Juuse Saros has rounded into 
form after a tough start, going 6-0-1 in his past seven with a .934 save 
percentage. 

• Slight inside baseball moment; every time a player on a team has, like, 
a four-game point streak, the bullet about it in the pre-game notes you 
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get in any arena press box will inevitably lede with “We’re going 
streaking!” Yes, Will Ferrell circa 2003 is a God. Well, so, too are Mitch 
Marner and Jason Robertson, who ran their points runs to 19 and 18 
contests, respectively. And, best of all, they square off Tuesday night in 
Big D, which the league informs us is the first time in NHL history two 
players on streaks of 18 games or more will go head-to-head. 

• Need another 20-year-old Ferrell reference? Good. That Dylan Cozens 
is so hot right now! His run may not stretch back as far as Marner or 
Robertson, but goodness is the Sabres centre white-hot of late. Cozens 
registered his second consecutive three-point game on Sunday as 
Buffalo took down the visiting San Jose Sharks. That gives the third-year 
NHLer with 13 points in his past eight outings. Last season was Tage 
Thompson’s breakout in Buffalo and he just kept trucking to another 
level. This year might be Cozens’ time to arrive. 

• The Blues and Blueshirts are hurting. In St. Louis, the coach is basically 
telling the goalie to quit being an idiot and stop the puck. That’s, uh, not 
what you want. St. Louis has been shockingly streaky this year, losing 
eight straight, then winning seven in a row and now dropping five of six 
after getting thumped 6-2 by Pittsburgh on Saturday. Most concerning, 
St. Louis has given up 5.2 goals-per-game during this most recent half-
dozen game run of ineptitude. 

Zucker gets payback goal, Binnington pulled and receives 10-minute 
misconduct 

The Rangers, meanwhile, have one win in their past six after losing at 
home to Ottawa on Friday and getting spanked 5-2 — on MSG ice again, 
no less — by the bottom-feeding Chicago Blackhawks on Saturday. Igor 
Shesterkin has not found the MVP-type form he had last year and 
beyond the “Core Four” of Mika Zibanejad, Artemi Panarin, Adam Fox 
and Chris Kreider, the Rangers just aren’t getting enough offence, which 
is why they rank 21st in goals-per-game. 

Weekend Warrior 

Brady Tkachuk registered a Gordie Howe hat trick on Friday — the goal 
was the OT winner — then put another one in the back of the net 24 
hours later and matched the four points his team got this weekend with 
four of his own. That’ll get the nod from us. 

Red and White Power Rankings 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs (15-5-6) Marner’s point streak — a new franchise 
record — is obviously the headline, but the real story might be what this 
patchwork defence corps has done the past few weeks without Morgan 
Rielly, T.J. Brodie and Jake Muzzin. 

2. Winnipeg Jets (15-7-1) Two assists for Kyle Connor during Sunday’s 
comeback win over the visiting Ducks, giving the left winger eight points 
in his past six games. Dylan Samberg also buried his first big-league 
goal. 

3. Edmonton Oilers (14-11-0) Nothing to see here, just another game in 
which Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl combine for eight points in a 
5-3 victory over Montreal on Saturday. 

4. Calgary Flames (11-10-3) Andrew Mangiapane netted a pair in the 
victory over Washington on Saturday, just his fifth and sixth tallies of the 
year coming off the front-loaded 35-goal showing last season. Boy, would 
it help the Flames if he could settle into scoring at a 25-goal pace. 

5. Montreal Canadiens (12-11-1) After losing in Edmonton, the Habs are 
1-1-0 halfway through their western roadie, with stops in Vancouver and 
Seattle to come on Monday and Wednesday. 

6. Vancouver Canucks (10-12-3) Spencer Martin was in goal for the 3-2 
extra-time victory over the Coyotes on Saturday and it’s his net now with 
the news that Thatcher Demko will be sidelined for roughly six weeks. 

7. Ottawa Senators (10-13-1) Thomas Chabot bagged one in the win 
over San Jose and the defenceman now has six points in five games 
since returning from a concussion on Nov. 25. Is the worm turning for 
Ottawa? 

The Week Ahead 

• Alex Ovechkin and the Capitals visit McDavid and the Oilers on 
Monday. With a goal, Ovie would pull to within 100 tallies of Wayne 
Gretzky’s all-time mark of 894, right where No. 99 buried so many of 
them. 

• It’s a big week for coaching returns. Bruce Cassidy, who had a .672 
points percentage in 399 games with the Bruins, returns to Boston on 
Monday night with the rest of the Vegas Golden Knights. On Tuesday, 
Derek Lalonde — who won two Cups as a Tampa Bay assistant — will 
be back in Florida as head man behind the Red Wings bench. 
Meanwhile, nearly one year after he stepped down in Winnipeg, Paul 
Maurice returns to Manitoba as bench boss of the Florida Panthers that 
same night. 

• A little more than a week after hosting Matthew Tkachuk, the Flames 
will see old friend Johnny Gaudreau in Columbus on Friday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Bonfire Brady' Tkachuk imposes will on opponents to 
spark Senators resurgence 

 

Wayne Scanlan | December 4, 2022, 10:59 AM 

 

If this was the night the Ottawa Senators season turned around, what a 
night it was.  

The night Brady Tkachuk put the team on his back and carried his 
teammates to an overtime victory in Madison Square Garden.  

Bonfire Brady’s Tour de Force.  

There were just enough fumes left from Tkachuk’s Big Night on 
Broadway for him to score Ottawa’s first of five goals Saturday night in a 
goofy but entertaining 5-2 romp over the San Jose Sharks.  

Talk about a back-to-back momentum shift. After so many early season 
hiccups and setbacks, the Senators have suddenly won four of their past 
five and are no longer alone in last place in the Atlantic Division. They 
are tied with the Buffalo Sabres, and within shouting distance of the 
Montreal Canadiens and Detroit Red Wings. 

Giroux ignites crowd 

Saturday’s win over San Jose, featuring three Sens power-play goals 
against a stingy penalty kill unit, was important for a couple of reasons. It 
kept the Manhattan mojo going and energized one of the largest gates of 
the season at the Canadian Tire Centre – 17,101. Given that this was the 
only Saturday home date of December, the upper suites were brimming 
with company Christmas party revelers, busting for a good time.  

The Sens gave it to them. Nothing was more entertaining than a wild 
sequence in the third period, which started with a 4-on-3 kill by the home 
team, the score 4-2 Ottawa at the time. Defenceman Travis Hamonic 
broke his stick, making it 4-on-2.5. Somehow, the Sens survived, with 
goaltender Anton Forsberg stopping a flurry of shots. As the penalty to 
Thomas Chabot expired, the puck squirted free to Claude Giroux, who 
had a two-on-none break.  

And so Giroux – takes a slapshot??? 

And scores, of course. His second of the game and 11th of the season 
for the cagy veteran.  

The CTC exploded with noise as their hometown hero delivered with 
such panache.  
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“Between periods, I told Pinto I was going to score on a slapshot, so I 
didn’t really have a choice,” Giroux said later, typically deadpan. He 
added that it’s the loudest he has heard the building since he joined the 
Sens in the off-season.  

“That’s why you play the game,” Giroux added, acknowledging the 
crowd. 

Tkachuk called the slapshot goal “vintage ‘G’” and “almost the loudest 
moment that I’ve heard in this rink when that happened. So, it’s definitely 
exciting.” 

Tkachuk game for the ages 

As fun as Saturday’s victory was for the home fans, those watching on 
TV the night before saw a signature performance by a young Ottawa 
captain who would make a fine comic book superhero.  

"Bonfire Brady" had one for the franchise annals. Playing in his 300th 
game, Tkachuk scored his 100th career goal to send a frenetic, playoff-
style game against the host New York Rangers into overtime. After 
surviving a breakaway by former Senator Mika Zibanejad, the Senators 
counted on Captain Brady for the OT winner, racing clear to tuck a five-
hole backhand shot past Igor Shesterkin, who had been brilliant for the 
Rangers. Career goal No. 101 for Tkachuk, and his 11th of the season in 
this breakout offensive year.  

Tkachuk leads the Sens in goals (12), assists (17) and points (29) and is 
on pace for 99 points. 

Wasn’t it enough that Tkachuk led with his heart and his fists? Now he’s 
the offensive catalyst, too.  

“I think all you guys know, you saw it, he steps up in big games,” said 
linemate Tim Stützle, grinning. “That’s what he did (Friday). The whole 
team played well, everybody followed him . . . and that move in OT, I 
didn’t know he had that in his bag, there.” 

Tkachuk’s game-tying goal, scored on a tip of a Chabot shot, marked the 
first time the Senators have made a third-period comeback this season, 
and was their first goal scored with their goalie pulled for an extra skater. 
That tip is a play Tkachuk works on every day in practice. 

Incredibly, Tkachuk has already scored five career overtime winners with 
the Senators, placing him tied for fourth on the all-time team list.  

Weirdly, ‘Bonfire Brady’ scored three points (2+1) in his 300th game, just 
as his father, Keith Tkachuk, did in his 300th game. Of course, Brady is 
carved from the same granite rock from which ‘Walt’ was created.  

As much as I hate the expression, there was a so-called “Gordie Howe” 
hat trick on this night. Tkachuk did have a fight, goal (2) and assist in this 
thriller at MSG. (Howe’s son, Marty, once said the Gordie hat trick should 
have more accurately described a goal, assist and cross-check to the 
face. No one wanted to fight Howe). They soon won’t want to fight 
Tkachuk, who is built like an oak tree, much like Howe.  

At centre ice, Tkachuk fought Rangers captain Jacob Trouba, who was 
trying to get his team going – coasting a bit against a Sens team that had 
handled 3-1 in Ottawa last Wednesday. 

No big deal, Tkachuk shrugged.  

“Usually I don’t really think about it,” Tkachuk said about the timing of his 
fights. “Whenever it happens it happens.  

What a guy, this No. 7.  

In their 30-year history, the Senators have never had a player who brings 
such a complete package – an elite power forward who can impose his 
will on a game. A young man who stirs the bench like stirring a drink, still 
coming into his prime. An animated Tkachuk was jumping up and down 
on the bench as little Alex DeBrincat was mixing it up in a mini-line scrap 
near the players’ benches late in the game.  

“I was fired up, for sure,” Tkachuk said. “It’s one of the best parts of the 
game – when guys are protecting each other . . . whatever it takes to 
win.” 

Daniel Alfredsson, the longest-serving Senators captain at 13 seasons, 
was a Hall of Fame captain, a clutch performer with a lot of heart. But he 
certainly was not an imposing physical figure like the 6-4, 220-pound 
Tkachuck. Alfie was approaching 27 when he was named captain, 
already a mature leader. Jason Spezza, an artist and student of the 
game, had a tough task following Alfie’s footsteps. Erik Karlsson led with 
his skill. Ditto for Alexei Yashin, who preceded Alfredsson. The early 
captains, from Laurie Boschman to Randy Cunneyworth, were veteran 
placeholders until the first group of young stars could emerge, 
Alfredsson, Marian Hossa etc.  

(A neat aside: Karlsson told reporters prior to Saturday’s game that he 
spent Friday evening with Alfredsson watching the Sens game. Two 
former captains watching the new guy on the job flourish). Tkachuk 
opened Saturday’s game by pounding Karlsson into the boards, heavily.  

Behold this 23-year-old captain, out of the second great youth wave in 
Ottawa, the rebuild of 2018-22. Tkachuk was the youngest of the ten 
captains in franchise history when he was given the ‘C’ last November at 
age 22.  

He was the obvious choice, even if not everyone saw him as the obvious 
draft choice of 2018.  

When Ottawa drafted him fourth overall, there were comments made 
about his eight-goal total in his final season at Boston University. Did he 
score enough to merit a top-five selection at the NHL draft? Never mind 
that he also had 23 assists for a very respectable 31 points in 40 
games.   

Senators scouts and GM Pierre Dorion saw enough then of what we see 
today, a kid who simply refuses to back down from any situation. A true 
winner. With upside as an offensive player, already demonstrated by his 
brother, Matthew, in Calgary and Florida.  

Now that offensive side of Brady is emerging on a nightly basis. He 
doesn’t take as many low-percentage shots as he did those first few 
years, when he was often trying to jam pucks home from the side of the 
crease. His shot is crisper and sneaky heavy. On breakaways, especially 
in overtime, it’s usually a done deal.  

Senators head coach D.J. Smith is endlessly praising Tkachuk for his 
ability to “drag his team into battle.” As a former tough guy defenceman, 
who loves old school hockey, Smith couldn’t have a more perfect 
prototype as captain.  

And it was Tkachuk who was most outspoken when fans called for 
Smith’s firing, over a fourth straight slow start to the season. Despite the 
team’s record, Tkachuk railed against the “negativity” surrounding 
Smith’s status. That talk has quieted, to be sure.  

It may take some time for Ottawa’s roster to flesh out into a true 
contender.  

When it does, the Sens will have a captain absolutely built to lead them 
in the playoffs. Their impish comic book superhero who pounds 
opponents into submission and comes up smiling. 
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TSN.CA / Dubas’ goaltending bet paying off so far 
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Give Kyle Dubas his flowers. And, unfortunately for my wallet, I may be 
the one buying the bouquet. 

We are two months into the regular season, and though there is still time 
for this to change, what the Toronto Maple Leafs are yielding from a 
ragtag goaltending tandem has been impressive. Considering the sizable 
pressure on the Maple Leafs front office to deliver a Stanley Cup 
contender that can advance beyond the first round of the playoffs, 
banking on an injury-prone underperformer in Matt Murray and an 
unknown in Ilya Samsonov was risky. 

What’s interesting about Toronto’s decision to dress Murray and 
Samsonov behind an otherwise talented lineup is that much of it was 
born from economic headwinds within the league. The league’s slowed 
salary cap growth, stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic, pinched a 
number of top-spending teams, including Toronto. Combine that with a 
weak summer goaltending market, and Dubas’ options were limited. 

Considering their skating talent advantage over most teams in the 
league, the Maple Leafs didn’t need the Murray-Samsonov tandem to be 
anything more than average – at least during the regular season. But 
even managing through injuries, it has held up incredibly well. 

A fascinating part about Toronto’s first two months is, on the surface, you 
wouldn’t know the goaltending has outperformed relative to expectations. 
Toronto’s aggregate performance is actually underwhelming relative to 
the prior two seasons – true if you are looking at actual goal-scoring 
rates, or expected goal-scoring rates: 

This has been a dominant regular-season team for years now but look at 
how divergent Toronto’s save percentage this season is with their 
broader performance. If the Maple Leafs had this goaltending (at the 
team level, their stop rate grades as sixth best in the NHL) during the 
2020-21 or 2021-22 seasons, backstopping an otherwise dominant 
lineup, we are talking about those teams as Presidents’ Trophy 
contenders. 

One thing I always caution about when it comes to save percentage: it is 
heavily influenced by the team’s broader defensive prowess and 
structure, as well as playing style. Teams with heaps of great defensive 
forwards reticent to play a transition game generally see fantastic team-
level save percentages, irrespective of the talent of the goaltender in net, 
a la the Boston Bruins. 

Teams like the Vancouver Canucks, whose skating talent skews heavily 
towards attacking forwards and whose weakness is on the blueline, 
require some miracle work from their goaltenders to save the day. 

So, how do we decouple save percentages from individual goaltending 
performance? In the public sphere, we can use expected goal rates 
based on shot volumes and the quality of shots faced to assess how 
much production a goaltender is creating. Elite goaltenders, like 
Winnipeg’s Connor Hellebuyck, consistently show as erasers of goals 
against here. Platoon and backup types, the opposite. 

Here is how each team’s goaltending situation looks through Saturday’s 
games, and in this case, we will draw our focus to Samsonov and 
Murray. Samsonov has erased seven goals from the Toronto ledger 
already, which puts him eighth best in the NHL. Murray has been utilized 
a bit less, but in his seven appearances he’s been five goals better than 
expected, good for 13th in the NHL. 

Note: If you’re curious who is leading, it’s the New York Islanders’ Ilya 
Sorokin (+22) and Hellebuyck (+15). 

Because of Murray’s downtime with injury, Erik Kallgren has earned a 
surprising number of early-season starts and has been adequate in relief. 
With Murray back healthy, Kallgren’s minutes will dwindle. But more to 
the point: the trio of goaltenders Toronto has leaned on have erased 
more than 11 goals from the team’s defensive numbers when adjusting 
for volumes and quality faced, which is fifth best in the league. 

I still think there is plenty of risk with this group – one of the factors we 
talked about was Murray’s inability to stay on the ice early in his career, 

and that’s already materialized in Toronto. But we live in a binary world 
where wins and losses are ultimately the only thing that matters. 

And if you are going to ridicule general managers when decisions 
unexpectedly go sideways, you must also acknowledge when there is an 
upside surprise like this. 

Dubas’ bet, at least so far, is paying off. 
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