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Recap: Canes Wrap Up First Leg of Road Trip With Point In Anaheim 
Team returns to Raleigh with seven out of a possible eight 
points in the standings 

By Walt Ruff  

ANAHEIM, CA. - The NHL's leaders in overtime games 
played this season needed extra time when they went head-
to-head Tuesday night, with the Anaheim Ducks ultimately 
prevailing over the Carolina Hurricanes by a score of 4-3.  

The Story 

The opening 40 minutes was a tale of give and take for both 
sides, with Carolina quickly falling behind 1-0. 

Ducks defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk threw what looked like 
a harmless shot on net from the point, but before it could get 
to Pyotr Kochetkov it was redirected by Adam Henrique into 
the throat of Brett Pesce. The Canes defenseman dropped to 
the ice for what would be a scary few moments, but Henrique 
was able to locate the loose puck and then put it beyond 
Kochetkov to give the home side an advantage just 3:59 in. 

The game's first lead would last just 1:39 though as Brady 
Skjei was able to respond for his defensive partner. 

After Anaheim failed to clear their own end, Paul Stastny 
shuffled a pass into the slot for Jack Drury, who then turned 
and hit a streaking Skjei for a beautifully released wrist shot. 
The effort beat John Gibson high to the glove side, knotting 
the contest at 1-1. 

With each team finding the back of the net in the opening six 
minutes, Anaheim was able to retake their lead before the 
end of the opening frame. Maxime Comtois, who was 
returning after missing 11 games due to injury, put his team 
back up on top, giving his team a 2-1 lead that would hold 
until the middle stages of the second period. 

In the middle frame Carolina was able to reverse course from 
the first, scoring twice with Anaheim having just one 
sandwiched in between. 

To start, Jaccob Slavin unleashed a heavy shot from the 
point, one that was knocked down in the slot and wound up 
right on the tape of Sebastian Aho. Aho was able to put it 
home for his 11th of the year, knotting the game at 2-2. 

But just as quickly as the Canes were able to even the score, 
Anaheim was able to get another go-ahead goal. Only 43 
seconds after Aho's equalizer, Brett Leason and Mason 
McTavish connected on a rush to put the home team back in 
front. 

As prefaced though, Carolina had a response in them before 
the game could progress to the third period. Inside the final 
five minutes of the frame, Jordan Staal, camped out in front, 

was able to redirect a Brent Burns shot from the point to pull 
the game even for a third time.  

Despite the three goals each in both of the first two frames, 
the third period was a vast difference, seeing neither team 
find the back of the net. This prompted overtime, which 
perhaps shouldn't have come as a surprise given that 
Carolina (9) and Anaheim (8) entered the night leading the 
league in overtime games played. 

In the three-on-three the home team caught Carolina on a 
line change, allowing Ryan Strome to walk in and snap one 
low to the blocker-side of Kochetkov for the game-winner. 

They Said It 

Brady Skjei expressing his emotions, post-game... 

"The whole 60 minutes I don't think we had our 'A' game. We 
fought back into it and got back into the game to get a point, 
but that was definitely not the way we normally play and the 
way that we have to play to win games in this league. 
Obviously overall a pretty successful road trip as whole, but 
this one stings. Now we have a long flight home. We'll learn 
from it. This one hurts a bit." 

Sebastian Aho providing his assessment of the affair... 

"It wasn't a good start. We gave them a couple goals in the 
first. The second period we were better and we took over the 
game and tied it with a lot of good shifts in their end. The 
third was pretty tight and in OT we lost. We have to be better 
right off the start." 

Rod Brind'Amour rounding out the group with his perspective 
on things... 

"Give the guys credit, they were exhausted mentally. You 
could tell right from the start of the game that we were not 
ready to go. It wasn't for a lack of effort, but the sharpness 
just was not there. We at least came back and had a good 
second period, but then you could just see how exhausted 
everyone was in the third. We didn't play very well. I give the 
guys credit; it's been a long season so far with just the way 
it's gone. We've dug in as best we can." 

Bonus Notes 

 Tonight was the second consecutive contest that 
Brady Skjei scored the game-opening goal for 
Carolina. Jack Drury's assist on his goal was the 
first of his NHL career. 

 Seth Jarvis posted an assist on Sebastian Aho's 
goal, extending his point streak to six games 
(11/23-12/6: 2g, 4a). The streak is tied for the 
longest by any Hurricanes skater this season 
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(Necas, 10/24-11/4: 4g, 6a) and one game shy of 
Jarvis' career long (4/16/22-4/28/22: 3g, 4a in 7 
GP). 

 Carolina moves to 14-6-6 with the overtime loss. 

 Pyotr Kochetkov advances to 5-1-4 after allowing 
four goals on 30 shots. 

What's Next? 

The team will fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game, 
landing in the early hours of Wednesday. They'll return to 
practice on Thursday before departing for New York Friday, 
ahead of a Saturday evening matchup against the Islanders. 

 

 

Strome’s OT goal lifts Ducks to 4-3 win over Hurricanes 
By Joe Reedy 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Ryan Strome scored at 1:56 of 
overtime and the Anaheim Ducks defeated the Carolina 
Hurricanes 4-3 on Tuesday night to stop a six-game losing 
streak. 

Strome put a snap shot past goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov 
after getting a pass from Cam Fowler. Six of the Ducks’ 
seven wins this season have come in overtime or a shootout. 

It was Strome’s second OT winner of the season, which is 
tied for the NHL lead with five other players. 

“This year I feel like I’ve got a little more confidence in 
overtime for whatever reason,” said Strome, who has seven 
goals in all. “We possessed the puck, we held onto it and 
when we got the one chance, we buried it.”  

Adam Henrique, Max Comtois and Brett Leason also scored 
for Anaheim. John Gibson stopped 34 shots. 

Brady Skjei, Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal had goals for 
Carolina. Kochetkov made 26 saves. 

The Ducks have a league-low 17 points but played one of 
their best games of the season. Anaheim’s forecheck, which 
has struggled, was particularly sharp and helped lead to two 
goals in a game the Hurricanes never led. 

“We’ve had a couple of games where we’ve done a lot of 
things right, and then something goes south late and you’re 
not rewarded at all,” coach Dallas Eakins said. “So to play 
one of the best teams in the league and to be able to swing 
back and forth with them is encouraging.” 

Carolina has earned a point in each of its last eight road 
games (4-0-4), marking the fifth road point streak of at least 
eight games in franchise history. The Hurricanes have 
already played 17 games away from home this season, the 
second-most of any team. 

“You could see how exhausted everyone was in the third. 
We had no jump and really didn’t play very well,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s been a long season so far 
already, just the way it’s gone. We dug in as best we can.” 

WELCOME BACK 

Comtois, who missed 11 games due to a lower-body injury, 
gave the Ducks a 2-1 advantage at 11:13 of the first period. 
He scored on a wrist shot in front after Jakob Silfverberg 
forced a turnover behind the net.  

EVENTFUL START 

Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce took a puck to the throat 
on the play that led to Henrique’s goal.  

Kevin Shattenkirk shot the puck from near the blue line and it 
hit Pesce after it deflected off Henrique’s stick. Pesce went 
down and clutched his throat as Henrique got possession of 
the loose puck and put a wrist shot past Kochetkov at 3:59 of 
the first to give Anaheim a 1-0 lead. 

Pesce — who played his 500th game for the Hurricanes on 
Saturday — was taken to the locker room. He returned to the 
ice later in the period. 

Skjei tied it less than two minutes later with a wrist shot into 
the far top corner of the net that beat Gibson glove side. 

ICE CHIPS 

Hurricanes: With his second-period goal, Aho passed Pat 
Verbeek for eighth in franchise history with 193 goals. 
Coincidentally, Verbeek is Anaheim’s general manager. .... 
Seth Jarvis extended his point streak to six games with an 
assist on Aho’s goal. Jarvis has two goals and four assists 
during that span. ... Brent Burns has an assist in four straight 
games after he was credited with the primary assist on 
Staal’s second-period goal.  

Ducks: Henrique has 103 goals with Anaheim. He passed 
Andrew Cogliano for sole possession of ninth place in team 
history. 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Visit the New York Islanders on Saturday. 

Ducks: Host the San Jose Sharks on Friday. 
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Ducks drop Canes in overtime 
The Carolina Hurricanes went to overtime — again — 
Tuesday night in Anaheim, falling 4-3 to the Ducks.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

For the mind-boggling 10th time in just 26 games this 
season, the Carolina Hurricanes went to overtime again 
Tuesday night in Anaheim.  

The result was a somewhat familiar one for the Canes this 
year, as Ryan Strome netted the winner for the home team 
after a dominant overtime period to send the Ducks home 
with a 4-3 lead. In those 10 overtime games, the Canes are 
now 4-6 and have lost 5 of their last 6 games that went to the 
extra period.  

In regulation, it was a truly back-and-forth affair. The Ducks 
opened up a one-goal lead three different times, and the 
Hurricanes answered three different times. Brady Skjei, 
Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal did the scoring for the 
visitors, while Adam Henrique, Max Comtois and Brett 
Leason put the regulation goals in for the Ducks.  

In net, Pyotr Kochetkov was very good despite the goals 
allowed, stopping 26 of 30 shots faced while making some 
huge stops in the third period to help earn the point for the 
Hurricanes. John Gibson made 34 saves on 37 shots faced.  

The Ducks opened up the scoring early on, as an 
unfortunate bounce for the Canes led to a clean look at goal 
for Henrique. A puck fired into the offensive zone got up on 
Brett Pesce and came awkwardly off his neck, dropping the 
Canes’ defenseman while the puck fell to Henrique, who 
buried it past Kochetkov.  

Pesce left the ice momentarily, but returned a few minutes 
later. During his absence his defensive partner stepped up 
though, as Skjei skated into a shot and sniped one glove-
side high against Gibson to tie the game back up just 1:39 
after Henrique’s opener.  

The Canes’ lead didn’t last for too long, though, as Comtois 
scored to make it 2-1 later in the first period. Jaccob Slavin 
couldn’t control a puck behind Carolina’s net, and Jakob 
Silfverberg collected it and teed up Comtois in the slot for the 
goal.  

The 2-1 lead carried into the first intermission, thanks to a 
pretty spectacular save from Kochetkov at the buzzer.  

After a back-and-forth start to the second period, Aho tallied 
to even things back up. Seth Jarvis got himself into a Slavin 
shooting lane, and the rebound fell right to Aho, who blasted 
it home to make it 2-2.  

But that lead lasted for all of 43 seconds, as Anaheim got out 
on an odd-man rush and Leason placed in a great cross-
crease pass from Mason McTavish to make it 3-2.  

The Canes answered back before the end of the frame 
though, and it was a strong net-front presence that got the 
job done for Carolina once again. Brent Burns fired in a shot 
from the point and Staal got his stick perfectly to it, lifting it 
past Gibson to tie things up once again.  

After a very fun — albeit sloppy — first two periods, the third 
frame was kind of a drag. It took the Hurricanes exactly 15 
minutes to register a single shot on goal in the period, while 
the Ducks got a few looks but nothing that really threatened 
to break the tie.  

Things got a bit crazy in the final minute of regulation, as the 
Ducks put a flurry of shots on Carolina’s net. Kochetkov 
made a couple of fantastic saves to preserve the point for the 
Canes and get the game to overtime.  

Anaheim dominated the 3-on-3 period, as the Hurricanes 
never saw the puck before Strome put home the winner 1:56 
in.  

Carolina’s road trip will head back to the east coast Saturday 
for a meeting with the Islanders in New York.  

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-wrap-up-first-leg-of-road-trip-with-point-in-anaheim/c-338477420 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-brady-skjei-hockey-f1fc863e9cb37ef6ee5d89a3d9eb446a 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/7/23497789/ducks-drop-canes-in-overtime 
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Islanders' rally falls short in loss to porous Blues 

 

Ethan Sears4-5 minutes 07/12/2022 

 

The Islanders nearly pulled off an impossible comeback. 

But after losing three of four in what should have been an easy seven 
days, a 7-4 loss to the Blues on Tuesday as the exclamation mark, they 
are going to need a lot more, fast. 

This game — and this stretch — should have been the easy part. The 
hard part is up next: at New Jersey, home against Carolina and at 
Boston. On Tuesday morning, those were three of the four teams ahead 
of the Islanders in the Eastern Conference, including the two ahead of 
them in the Metropolitan Division. 

At 16-11-0, the Islanders have banked enough points to be able to 
weather a bad stretch, but in a tight division, it would be far easier to 
avoid one altogether. They dropped to fourth place and into a wild-card 
spot with the loss. 

“I think in the third maybe we were a little more risky trying to get on the 
offense and that gave them some odd-man rushes,” Zach Parise said. 
“Pretty uncharacteristic of us to give up odd-man rushes like that.” 

Ryan O'Reilly (90) (left) scores on Ilya Sorokin during the Islanders' 7-4 
loss to the Blues. 

Ryan O’Reilly (90) (left) scores on Ilya Sorokin during the Islanders’ 7-4 
loss to the Blues. 

Robert Sabo 

Down 5-1 in what was shaping up to be a calamitous third period, the 
Islanders nearly came all the way back. Parise scored a power-play goal, 
Hudson Fasching added his first goal as an Islander and just 21 seconds 
after that, Jean-Gabriel Pageau made it 5-4 with a hair under five 
minutes to go. 

The Islanders had pulled off this sort of comeback before. But they would 
not on Tuesday. 

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

Empty-net goals from Robert Thomas and Noel Acciari— and the awful 
five minutes the Isles played to start the third period — saw to that. 

Acciari extended a 3-1 Blues lead to 4-1 when he deflected Justin Faulk’s 
shot past Sorokin at 3:37 of the third. Only 13 seconds later, Colton 
Parayko beat Sorokin clean from the blue line — putting a bow on a rare 
night when Sorokin, who gave up five goals on 26 shots, was abundantly 
mortal. 

“I should play better,” he said, succinctly. 

The whole thing got even worse when Adam Pelech went down in the 
corner not even 30 seconds of game-time later, holding his head after a 
hit from Robert Bortuzzo and needing help to make it off the ice. Coach 
Lane Lambert had no update on his status afterwards. 

The near-comeback provided a hair of consolation. But not enough. 

The Isles’ aggressive nature worked against them on Tuesday, as 
Mayfield was caught too far up the ice twice leading to goals and the 
Islanders got little to show for it themselves. They did outshoot their 
opposition, but you get as many points in the standings for winning the 
Corsi battle as you do for nearly coming back. 

Noah Dobson (No. 8) skates away after scoring a goal in the Islanders' 
loss. 

Noah Dobson (No. 8) skates away after scoring a goal in the Islanders’ 
loss. 

Robert Sabo 

“We made some uncharacteristic decisions that led to a couple 
outnumbered rushes that they ended up scoring,” Lambert said. “They 
took advantage of them.” 

The Islanders may feel fine about how they played this week, but losing 
games to the Flyers, Predators and Blues hurts, especially with a major 
litmus test coming. 

The last time the Isles went into a tough-looking stretch needing to come 
up with something, though, they went on a tear, winning seven of eight 
games. This is not a group to be counted out. 

Still, we will learn a lot about these Islanders over the next week. One 
way or the other. 

New York Post LOADED: 12.07.2022 
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Matthew Barzal on Islanders' Patrick Kane possibility: Would be 'pretty 
cool' 

 

Ethan Sears4-5 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

Mathew Barzal’s eyes widened and he spoke reverently, as if trying to 
wish the possibility into existence. 

The topic: Patrick Kane to the New York Islanders. 

“He’s one of the best of all time,” Barzal told The Post. “It’d be pretty cool 
to play with a guy — he was second-to-none. Such a good passer, such 
a good goal-scorer, too. He really does a lot of everything with the puck. 
It definitely would be cool. I don’t know if [the rumor is] legit or not, but it’d 
definitely be cool.” 
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Barzal and Kane share an agency, Creative Artists Agency, and they 
have a relationship off the ice, having even skated together a couple 
times during the summer. The potential fit on the ice is painfully obvious 
— the biggest hole in the Islanders’ lineup is a goal-scorer to play 
alongside Barzal, and the last time Kane scored fewer than 25 goals in a 
non-shortened season was 2011-12. 

Patrick Kane, left, and Matthew Barzal are friends off the ice; could they 
soon be joining forces on it? 

Patrick Kane, left, and Matthew Barzal are friends off the ice; could they 
soon be joining forces on it? 

Barzal is averaging three assists per 60 minutes compared to two last 
season, and ahead of Tuesday’s game, ranked fifth in the league with 24. 
His goal-scoring has lagged behind, but he has consistently played at the 
level expected of a player with his stature. Add Kane to the mix and it 
would immediately become one of the most feared combinations in the 
league. 

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

“Really well. I mean, really well,” Barzal said, asked how the two would 
complement each other. “You put Patrick Kane with anybody, he’s gonna 
complement whoever he plays with. I think he’d be great at getting me 
the puck and I’d obviously want to get him the puck. 

“I think whoever Patrick Kane plays with is pretty lucky. If it ever were to 
happen, it would be pretty special.” 

From a salary cap perspective, the Islanders not only should be able to fit 
Kane, but have been treating their roster with accruing space as a 
priority. As things currently stand, the Isles are projected to have $10.8 
million of space available at the trade deadline; Kane has a sticker price 
of $10.5 million annually. And that is with a 23-man roster, necessitated 
by injuries to Kyle Palmieri and Cal Clutterbuck, the latter of whom 
skated ahead of Tuesday’s match against the Blues. 

As befits general manager Lou Lamoriello, there are no whispers 
indicating his preferences. It is also not known whether Kane would 
waive his no-move clause to play on Long Island, though the widespread 
assumption is that he wants to play for a contender — a criteria that the 
Islanders currently fit more than their neighbors on Broadway. 

Given the Islanders’ monetary commitment to Barzal, $73.2 million over 
eight seasons, acquiring a goal-scorer to play next to him is all the more 
pivotal. Kane, age 34 and in the last year of his deal, would not be a 
long-term answer there, but he could vault the Islanders from a team 
looking to make noise in the playoffs to one with realistic title aspirations. 

It is not hard to connect the dots. And it does not hurt that acquiring Kane 
would be the ultimate way to one-up the Rangers, just a few years after 
Artemi Panarin spurned Long Island for Broadway. 

“He just thinks the game at a different level,” Zach Parise, Kane’s 
teammate on the 2010 U.S. Olympic team and Barzal’s neighbor in the 
Islanders’ dressing room, told The Post. “It’s almost like he just does 
such a good job of baiting people to where he wants them to go and 
makes his play. It’s a lot like [Barzal] where he’s got that ability to — you 
get four guys on the ice looking at you and then you get two of your 
teammates wide open. 

“Special, special player. And you know what’s crazy, it’s like he gets 
better the bigger the game. You can’t say that about a lot of people, but 
the bigger the game, that’s when he plays his best.” 

Kane has won three Cups with the Blackhawks. Wouldn’t it be special for 
him to get ring No. 4 as the Islanders hoist banner No. 5? 

New York Post LOADED: 12.07.2022 
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No update from coach Lane Lambert on Adam Pelech injury 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Adam Pelech looked around dazed, then was wobbly as he attempted to 
stand up and eventually headed right to the Islanders’ dressing room. 

Blues defenseman Robert Bortuzzo had driven the Islanders top-pair 
defenseman into the backboards at 4:05 of the third period in the 
Islanders’ 7-4 loss on Tuesday night at UBS Arena. 

Pelech immediately grabbed his helmet in pain and Bortuzzo was 
penalized for boarding. 

Coach Lane Lambert had no immediate update on Pelech and did not 
want to comment on Bortuzzo’s check behind the Blues’ crease. 

“I haven’t had a good enough look at it yet to comment on it,” said 
Lambert, who declined to specify whether Pelech had an upper- or lower-
body injury. 

Fasching’s first 

Hudson Fasching’s third-period goal was his first in two games with the 
Islanders and the second in 40 career NHL games, his first coming in his 
debut with the Sabres in 2016. 

“I scored in my very first NHL game and you’re just like waiting for the 
next one,” Fasching said. “It feels good to get that off my shoulders a little 
bit.” 

Isles files 

Cal Clutterbuck (upper body) participated in the morning skate but 
missed his third straight game … Lambert reported that Kyle Palmieri 
(injured reserve, upper body) has resumed skating on his own. Palmieri 
missed his seventh game … Mathew Barzal, who set up Noah Dobson’s 
first-period goal, has 25 assists in 27 games … Brock Nelson’s 
secondary assist on Fasching’s goal extended his point streak to six 
games … The Blues have now allowed at least three goals in one period 
in eight straight games and 16 times this season … The Blues' Nick 
Leddy, playing his first game at UBS Arena since leaving the Islanders, 
was given a first-period video tribute. “I’ve had a lot of great memories 
here,” Leddy said. “So it was really special.” 

Andrew Gross 

Andrew Gross joined Newsday in 2018 to cover the Islanders. He began 
reporting on the NHL in 2003 and has previously covered the Rangers 
and Devils. Other assignments have included the Jets, St. John’s and 
MLB. 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 12.07.2022 
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Islanders' rally falls short in loss to Blues 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

On the whole, this was not a good night for the Islanders, even if they 
scored three in the third period to nearly rally from a four-goal deficit. 

“We made some uncharacteristic decisions that led to a couple 
outnumbered rushes that they ended up scoring on,” coach Lane 
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Lambert said. “They took advantage of them. Uncharacteristic and cost 
us.” 

The Blues, snapping a four-game losing streak and a 1-6-0 skid overall, 
won, 7-4, on Tuesday night at UBS Arena as they turned the Islanders’ 
miscues into numerous odd-man rushes. Plus, top-pair defenseman 
Adam Pelech may have suffered a head injury as he was knocked into 
the backboards early in the third period. 

It was a season high for goals allowed for the Islanders (16-11-0), who 
finished a disappointing homestand 1-2-0. The Blues (12-14-0) scored 
the only two goals in the second period and stretched their lead with two 
third-period goals within 13 seconds. 

“It was a confusing game,” said Zach Parise, whose power-play goal 
from the left at 5:36 brought the Islanders within 5-2. “All of a sudden we 
found ourselves down 3-1 and then 5-1 just like that. We gave ourselves 
a chance to get back in it but you’re asking a lot when you’re down 5-1.” 

Former Islander Thomas Greiss earned his first win in his second try 
against his former team since leaving via free agency in 2020, making 36 
saves. Ilya Sorokin stopped 21 shots with defenseman Colton Parayko’s 
long-range shot knuckling past his glove after deflecting off Pelech to 
make it 5-1 at 3:50 of the third period. Noel Acciari had deflected 
defenseman Justin Faulk’s shot from the left point at 3:37. 

“It would be a shame to point a finger at that guy,” Parise said. “Our 
goaltending, those guys have probably been the best tandem in the 
league the entire year.” 

“We gave them some rushes that there’s some goals he had no chance 
on,” Lambert said. “We gave up some rushes we shouldn’t have.” 

Hudson Fasching’s first goal as an Islander at 14:43 of the third period, 
deflecting Matt Martin’s feed from the left wall, and Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau’s backhanded wraparound off the Blues’ Robert Thomas at 
15:04, brought the Islanders within 5-4. But empty-netters from Thomas 
and Acciari finally clinched it. 

“We felt confident in how we were playing, it just wasn’t going in,” Anders 
Lee said. “We stuck with it and put a few more in but that’s too big of a 
hole against a team that’s much better than their record shows.” 

Three of the Islanders’ last four losses have come to teams not currently 
in a playoff position. 

That should be a concern given the Islanders’ upcoming schedule. Their 
next two games are against the top two teams in the Metropolitan 
Division, the Devils and Hurricanes, and their upcoming five-game road 
trip (longest of the season) includes the Bruins, Vegas and the 
Avalanche, the first two leading their division and the latter the defending 
Stanley Cup champs. 

The Blues took a 1-0 lead at 17:13 as Brayden Schenn led a two-on-one 
rush and fed Josh Leivo, who beat Sorokin past his blocker from the right 
circle. Defenseman Noah Dobson tied it 39 seconds later. 

But the Blues retook the lead as Ivan Barbashev buried a two-on-one 
pass from William Bitten. As with Leivo’s two-on-one goal, defenseman 
Scott Mayfield (minus-4) got caught up ice and partner Alexander 
Romanov (minus-3) was back defending. 

Ryan O’Reilly then made it 3-1 at 14:58 of the second period, skating 
around Romanov from the right post to knock in his own rebound. 

Said Lambert, “Those things happen and we will move forward.” 

Andrew Gross 

Andrew Gross joined Newsday in 2018 to cover the Islanders. He began 
reporting on the NHL in 2003 and has previously covered the Rangers 
and Devils. Other assignments have included the Jets, St. John’s and 
MLB. 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 12.07.2022 
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Simon Holmstrom's comfort level growing with each game 

 

By Andrew Gross  

 

Confidence and comfort level manifest themselves in different ways on 
the hockey rink. 

For rookie Simon Holmstrom, who played his seventh straight game 
since being brought up from the AHL as the Islanders concluded a three-
game homestand against the Blues on Tuesday night, it’s visible in the 
offensive zone. 

Holmstrom was credited with the first two shots on net of his NHL career 
in Sunday’s 3-0 win over Chicago. 

“Sure, it was just the confidence and how comfortable you get,” said the 
21-year-old Swede, selected 23rd overall in 2019. “I felt the Chicago 
game might have been one of my best games. I had one shot before hit 
the post and missed the net a couple of times. But that was my first shots 
on net and I think that shows progress. 

“You don’t have that nervous feeling anymore. It’s kind of gone.” 

Holmstrom had three goals and two assists in 15 games for the 
Islanders’ top affiliate in Bridgeport and while he can fire off a sharp wrist 
shot, he’s never shown to be a high-end offensive producer either in the 
AHL or the Swedish leagues. 

But Holmstrom is getting his first NHL chance with right wings Kyle 
Palmieri and Cal Clutterbuck absent with upper-body injuries, though 
both are making progress toward returns. 

Holmstrom had one assist over his first six NHL games. He also had two 
shots blocked and two more miss the net. 

“I think as he moves along here and gains a little bit more confidence or 
comfort, we’ll see more of that,” coach Lane Lambert said. 

Holmstrom lined up on third-line center Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s right wing 
along with Zach Parise for a second straight game after spending time on 
Mathew Barzal’s top line. 

“I feel like they’re both very smart,” Holmstrom said of his new linemates. 
“Zach has played what? Twelve hundred games? Pager has played a lot 
of games as well. They work hard and they make some good plays as 
well. It’s not too hard to adapt for me.” 

Per Natural Stat Trick, the trio entered Tuesday having been on the ice 
for a combined 14:49 over two games. They created 19 chances while 
allowing only 10 and their Corsi For was a dominating 65.52. 

“I hope he’s feeling comfortable,” said Parise, who played in his 1,169th 
regular-season game on Tuesday. “We’re doing our best to communicate 
with him a lot. I like to think that J-G and I are pretty easy to play with. I 
thought he was going to have a couple last game. It’s coming for him, 
production-wise. But it doesn’t really matter. I think just the way he’s 
played, his positioning, the way he plays the puck, he’s doing really well.” 

Parise said younger players sometimes “feel that obligation to pass when 
you should shoot.” 

It’s just a part of trying to fit in when brought up to the NHL, not only on 
the ice but in the dressing room. Showing a dogged work ethic is usually 
the quickest way to gain trust and respect from the veterans and 
Holmstrom has shown a willingness to muck along the walls to retrieve 
pucks. 

He’s trying to grow his game. But Holmstrom is also enjoying the moment 
with no guarantee how long this call-up will last. 
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“It’s so much fun,” Holmstrom said. “It’s incredible. It’s what you dream 
about your entire life and what I’ve been trying to accomplish the last 
three or four years, especially with Bridgeport. It’s great to get the 
opportunity and I’m just trying to really take it.” 

Andrew Gross 

Andrew Gross joined Newsday in 2018 to cover the Islanders. He began 
reporting on the NHL in 2003 and has previously covered the Rangers 
and Devils. Other assignments have included the Jets, St. John’s and 
MLB. 
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Islanders don’t expect Ilya Sorokin to dwell on a rare rough outing 

 

Kevin Kurz7-9 minutes 07/12/2022 

 

ELMONT, NY — The Blues’ fifth goal on Tuesday night at UBS Arena in 
their 7-4 win over the Islanders was jarring not just because it was so 
obviously stoppable, but because of who failed to stop it. 

Ilya Sorokin has been far and away the Islanders’ best player so far this 
season, but moments after St. Louis increased its lead to 4-1 on a Noel 
Acciari redirection, he wasn’t able to track Colton Parayko’s soft wrist 
shot from half a stride inside the blue line. The knuckle-puck dipped on 
Sorokin, who figured it was headed towards his glove before it fluttered 
past him. 

Two goals, 13 seconds. Isn't that lovely? #stlblues 
pic.twitter.com/GNDmocttPN 

— St. Louis Blues (@StLouisBlues) December 7, 2022 

That turned out to be the game-winner, too. The Islanders cut the Blues’ 
lead to 5-4 on goals by Zach Parise (power play), Hudson Fasching and 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau, but couldn’t tie it up before a pair of late St. Louis 
empty-netters capped New York’s third loss in the last four games. 

“Not my best game,” Sorokin said. “Team played good, and I should play 
better.” 

Well, yes and no. It’s debatable whether the Islanders “played good,” as 
Sorokin put it. The first two Blues goals came on two-on-one rushes with 
defenseman Scott Mayfield out of position, and Sorokin wasn’t able to 
bail his team out, as he so often has this season. On St. Louis’ third goal, 
Alexander Romanov failed to tie up Ryan O’Reilly in front of the net, 
allowing the Blues captain to swipe in his own rebound. Perhaps Sorokin 
makes a few of those saves if he’s on top of his game, but he wasn’t 
getting much help early on, either. 

The Islanders did play well in spurts, particularly when they trailed 2-1, 
but couldn’t solve Thomas Greiss enough until it was a little too late in 
the third. The O’Reilly goal was the backbreaker; the Parayko goal was 
the difference. 

“We gave them some rushes that there’s some goals that he had no 
chance on,” said Lane Lambert, when asked to assess Sorokin’s play. 
“Our goaltenders have been good for us all year, and tonight we gave up 
some rushes that we shouldn’t have.” 

No one, of course, expects Sorokin to dwell on the performance, least of 
all the goaltender himself, if he is to be believed from his own self-
assessment of two weeks ago. 

Then, in one of the more humorous moments of postgame dressing room 
access this season, Sorokin was the focus of a scrum following his 49-
save shutout of the Oilers, a 3-0 Islanders win. When asked a couple of 
questions about whether he felt he was in a groove, and if this is the best 

he thinks he’s played since he’s been in the NHL, Sorokin simply 
indicated that that’s just not how he approaches things from a mental 
standpoint. 

Whether it’s a shutout in which he makes dozens of saves, or a game in 
which he allowed a few softies, Sorokin moves on. 

“I don’t think about this. Tomorrow I can feel like sh-t, and … sorry, I 
remember I can’t say this word,” he said, eliciting laughter. 

“I don’t think so much,” Sorokin continued, “it’s just, tomorrow (is a) new 
day.” 

That’s not necessarily something that comes easy to goaltenders, even 
those at the NHL level, according to teammate Matt Martin. 

“I’ve seen both sides of it,” Martin said. “You don’t want your goalie to be 
overly emotional, too hot and heavy. You want him to be composed. 
When you look back there, I think that’s a reason we have so much 
confidence in both goalies. They’re always even-keeled, always moving 
on ready to make the next save.” 

One guy who does tend to get overly emotional was on the visitors’ 
bench on Tuesday. Jordan Binnington didn’t play after a loss to the 
Rangers on Monday night at Madison Square Garden, but in the last 
meeting between the Blues and the Islanders on Nov. 3 at Enterprise 
Center, he drove his shoulder into Sorokin in the second intermission as 
both teams were filtering off of the ice towards their respective dressing 
rooms. 

The Islanders led 4-1 at the time, and Sorokin stopped 11 of the 12 shots 
he saw in the third period to help preserve a 5-2 win. Those sorts of mind 
games that guys like Binnington often try to engage in just don’t seem to 
faze Sorokin. 

“Things like that happen in the game,” Semyon Varlamov said. “Guys try 
to distract you in the net, or when you go outside of the net, but that’s just 
part of the game. You have to make sure to just let it pass; stay focused 
on the game. The mentality is, nothing can really distract you.” 

Is that something that Sorokin is particularly strong at doing? Varlamov 
seems to think so. 

“You don’t really know what he’s going through inside,” Varlamov said. 
“He looks very calm. He never really shows his emotions, which is a 
good thing for a goalie. I think he can handle the pressure, and he’s 
proved that during his hockey career.” 

Some of his teammates have even tried, too, including Martin. After a 
Ping-Pong win at the Islanders’ practice facility, for example, Martin did 
his best to playfully rub it in. 

But, nothing. 

“I beat him one time and gave it to him for a while about it,” Martin said. 
“It’s tough to get him riled up about anything. He’s got a good personality. 
He’s funny, always smiling. But in terms of being able to stay in the 
moment, he’s got that under control pretty well, whether it’s good or bad. 
He moves on and he gets ready for the next one.” 

And the Islanders are going to need him for the next one, whether that’s 
Friday in New Jersey or Saturday at home against Carolina in what are 
two important early-season divisional games against two teams that are 
above the Islanders in the standings. The division-leading Devils have 
opened up an 11-point lead on the Islanders after their latest convincing 
win on Tuesday over Chicago, 3-0, while the Hurricanes remain in 
second place. 

Injuries are mounting for the Islanders, too. Adam Pelech is the latest 
player that could potentially end up unavailable for a bit, after the All-Star 
defenseman fell awkwardly behind the net with help from the Blues’ 
Robert Bortuzzo, and slammed the back of his head into the boards. 
Pelech was visibly woozy as he was helped off of the ice, and no update 
was provided by Lambert after the game, but it didn’t look good. Cal 
Clutterbuck and Kyle Palmieri also remained out on Tuesday night. It’s 
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uncertain when either will return, although Clutterbuck looks close after 
he was able to partake in Tuesday morning’s skate. 

Sorokin entered Tuesday’s game as the leader in goals saved above 
average, according to MoneyPuck, at 16.5 — nearly three more than 
second-place Connor Hellebuyck. Goalies, no matter who they are, are 
going to have difficult nights from time to time. There’s little doubt from 
his teammates that he’ll be fine his next time out, though, considering 
that he’s seemingly taken his game to another level in his third NHL 
season. 

“It would be a shame to point a finger at that guy,” Parise said. “Those 
guys (Sorokin and Varlamov) have been probably the best tandem in the 
league the entire year. I don’t think anyone’s worried about those guys.” 

Said Lambert: “He’s going to wake up tomorrow, and it’s a new day. Our 
whole team is, we’re going to have to go back to work.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.07.2022 
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Islanders Score 3 in Third, But Comeback Falls Short in 7-4 Loss to 
Blues  

 

Stefen Rosner5-7 minutes 07/12/2022 

 

ELMONT, NY–After seemingly on their way to a monumental third-period 
comeback, the New York Islanders fell 7-4 to the St. Louis Blues. 

The Islanders are now 16-11-0 on the season and drop to the first Wild 
Card spot. 

LINES: 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Hudson Fasching 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

Scores 

Josh Leivo gave the St. Louis Blues a 1-0 lead at 17:13 of the first period 
as he finished a two-on-one, beating New York Islanders netminder Ilya 
Sorokin blocker side and in for his first goal of the season. Brayden 
Schenn was credited with the lone assist. 

Noah Dobson tied the contest at one 39 seconds later, as he rifled the 
puck from the low slot past the glove hand of Blues netminder Thomas 
Greiss for his eighth goal of the season. Mathew Barzal and Oliver 
Wahlstrom were credited with the assists at 17:52 of the first period. 

Ivan Barbashev finished off a Blues two-on-one to give his team a 2-1 
lead at 3:51 of the first period. William Bitten and Niko Mikkola were 
credited with the assists on Barbashev’s fourth of the season. 

Blues captain Ryan O’Reilly gave his team a 3-1 lead as he buried a 
rebound off his initial shot for his ninth of the season. Leivo and Justin 
Faulk were credited with the assists at 14:58 of the second period. 

Blues scored two goals in 13 seconds as they took a 5-1 lead, after goals 
from Noel Acciari (3:37) and Colton Parayko (3:50). 

Zach Parise cut the Blues’ lead to 5-2 at 5:36 of the third as he beat 
Greiss inside the glove-side post for his ninth of the season. Josh Bailey 
and Noah Dobson were credited with the assists on Parise’s power-play 
goal. 

Hudson Fasching scored his first goal as an Islander as he deflected a 
Matt Martin shot as the Islanders cut the Blues’ lead to 5-3. Martin and 
Brock Nelson were credited with the assists. 

Hudson Fasching with the deflection for his first of the season! #Isles 
pic.twitter.com/vOQqN8vx7r 

— Isles on MSGSN (@IslesMSGN) December 7, 2022 

“It means a lot. Yo go up and down in the NHL, and it’s hard to get in a 
lot of rhythm when you’re playing one or two games at a time with limited 
minutes, and you know, I scored in my first [NHL] game. So this was the 
first one since then in the national league, so it means a lot, and it feels 
good.” 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau made it a 5-4 game with 15:04 to go in the third as 
he banked the puck off a Blues defenseman and in for his seventh of the 
season. Parise was credited with the lone assist. 

The Blues added two empty-net goals from Robert Thomas and Acciari 
as they win 7-4. 

Pelech Leaves with Injury 

At 4:05 of the third period, St. Louis Blues defenseman Robert Bortuzzo 
crushed New York Islanders defenseman Adam Pelech along the end 
boards. 

Pelech stayed down for a bit, holding his head before being helped off 
the ice by a trainer. Once he got to the tunnel, he walked off under his 
own power, but he looked a bit wobbly. 

He did not return. 

New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert had no update on 
Pelech’s status. 

Nightmarish Game for Romanov-Mayfield Pairing 

The St. Louis Blues scored five goals on the night, and unfortunately for 
the Scott Mayfield-Alexander Romanov pairing, they were on the ice for 
three of them, with Mayfield on the ice for four. 

On the Blues first goal, Mayfield stepped into the neutral zone and got 
caught, leading to a Blues odd-man rush. Romanov dove to break up the 
pass, but Leivo beat Sorokin with the shot. 

The second Blues goal came after Mayfield failed to hold the puck in the 
offensive zone, and Barbashev finished off a William Bitten pass. 

And on the third goal, Romanov left the near post next to Sorokin to 
protect the front of the net, but Mathew Barzal was on the guy in front. 
That allowed O’Reilly the opportunity to peel front, get off a shot, and 
then score on the rebound. 

Mayfield was also on the ice for the Blues’ fifth goal of the contest. 

“Just a couple of uncharacteristic decisions ended up putting us in a little 
bit of a bad spot, and you know, those things happen and we will move 
forward,” Lambert said. 

Islanders First Team to 20 Goals By Defensemen 

The New York Islanders entered the night with 19 goals from a 
defenseman this season, which ranked first in the NHL. Noah Dobson, 
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with his first-period dagger, gave the Islanders their 20th goal from a 
defenseman in game 26. 

Dobson's 8th of the year! pic.twitter.com/UyUh1eIL1J 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) December 7, 2022 

The Islanders had 32 goals from defensemen the entire 2021-22 season. 

Dobson became the seventh defenseman in New York Islanders history 
to record eight or more goals in the first 27 games of a season. 

Notes: Pavel Buchnevich and Torey Krug missed the contest with 
injuries. 

Next up: The New York Islanders are in New Jersey to face the Devils on 
Friday. Puck drop is scheduled for 7 PM at the Prudential Center. 
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Islanders Changes: How Wahlstrom is Solving Half of the Barzal 
'Problem' 

 

Stefen Rosner6-8 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

The New York Islanders have a recurring problem. They obtain a single 
top-notch talent and have had trouble complementing his skills to get the 
most out of him. We saw it with John Tavares, and we are seeing it again 
with Mathew Barzal. 

The problem with Barzal has been two-fold, as he has had to cover way 
too much ice during his shifts and has struggled to find someone who 
can consistently finish the plays he creates. The enormous improvement 
in Oliver Wahlstrom’s defensive game may have solved half of this issue. 

Ever since Oct. 26, a 3-0 win over the New York Rangers, Islanders head 
coach Lane Lambert has stapled Oliver Wahlstrom and Mathew Barzal 
together, and over time the two have shown a strong understanding of 
one another in each passing game. 

The goals may not have come at the rate many hoped, with Wahlstrom 
having scored just two goals at even strength to Mathew Barzal’s one. 

But those stats do not tell the whole story. 

READ MORE: Is Blackhawks Star Patrick Kane on the Islanders Radar? 

Since the two became linemates, when both have been on the ice 
together (93:25 minutes, five-on-five), the New York Islanders have 
outscored their opponents 12-3, scoring 3.72 goals per 60 minutes while 
allowing just 0.93. 

When Wahlstrom has not been on Barzal’s wing, the Islanders goals per 
60 dropped heavily to 3.77, with the goals against per 60 skyrocketing to 
3.01. 

For comparison purposes, when the duo was on the ice together in 2021-
22 (210:54) per Natural Stat Trick, the Islanders were outscored 8-6, 
scoring just 1.71 goals per 60 minutes while allowing 2.28. 

Understandably so, more goes into those stat lines than just the play of 
Wahlstrom and Barzal. But the eye test has shown, whether Josh Bailey 
(83:00), Zach Parise (34:36), or Simon Holmstrom (39:16) have been in 
the left-wing spot, the two-way game of Wahlstrom has been a standout 
to the success of that line and the overall success of the Islanders. 

But it’s not just about what Wahlstrom has done defensively, whether 
he’s intercepting passes or slowing down the opponent’s transition game 
with hits and pressure. He’s used his 6-foot-2, 204-pound frame to 
forecheck hard and win board battles in the offensive zone, which more 

often than not has led to Barzal having the puck on his stick, which has 
led to more cycling and offensive opportunities. 

“He’s done a great job,” Mathew Barzal said. “He’s been a pitbull in 
battles, and I feel like he’s just really, really made an effort and really 
dove headfirst into just wanting to be a complete player.” 

“[He’s been] hitting, playing that role of doing a little bit of everything, so 
he’s done a great job.” 

Wahlstrom struggled to play a two-way game over his first few seasons 
in the NHL, under the tutelage of head coach Barry Trotz.  Now under the 
leadership of Lane Lambert, Wahlstrom has taken major strides. 

“He’s playing well defensively,” Lambert said. [He’s been] responsible. 
He’s in position. So he’s doing a good job there.” 

As we sit here on Dec. 6, Wahlstrom has recorded six goals and six 
assists in 25 games, averaging 12:20 minutes per contest. 

The 22-year-old sits second on the team in shots (five-on-five) with 47 
and has created the second-most individual scoring chances at 51. His 
eight turnovers are tied for the third-fewest on the team. 

He does lead the Islanders in penalty minutes, at 11, with a few fights 
and other instances where he’s stood up for teammates, but he’s also 
drawn six penalties as well. 

On the defensive side of the puck, Wahlstrom has 30 hits and 13 blocks, 
both ranking second amongst the Islanders’ forward groups. His 10 
takeaways are the fifth-highest among the Islanders. Besides the hit total, 
Wahlstrom will likely set career bests in the other defensive categories. 

In an exclusive interview with NYI Hockey Now, Wahlstrom spoke on his 
defensive game and how he’s felt it’s helped Barzal. 

“[I feel] pretty good,” Wahlstrom said. “That part of the game is important, 
and I find that my offensive game opens up a little bit. So, [I’m] staying 
patient, and I’m getting more chances. So it’s been good.” 

In the past, Barzal has been the player that had had to get back on 
defense, play down low and start transitions if and when the Islanders 
won a puck battle. But now, Wahlstrom has been doing more of that, 
taking some pressure off Barzal. 

“Obviously, I want him [Barzal] to have the puck more than 80 percent of 
the time, so whatever I can do to make it easier on him,” Wahlstrom 
said.” Sometimes he’s the third guy back, [and] I’ll just go down and play, 
and like I said, it’s nice when he has the puck more, and I can find those 
areas.” 

All the talk heading into the season, whether it was from Wahlstrom’s 
mouth or his teammates, was just how hard he worked at his game this 
past summer. 

NYI Hockey Now caught up with Matt Martin, one of Wahlstrom’s 
teammates who spoke highly about his offseason work, to discuss what 
he has seen from Wahlstrom’s defensive game as of late. 

“I imagine that [his defensive game] is something they maybe the 
coaching staff talked to him about. And as a young player, I feel like 
coaches usually do stress that because, you know, in junior and other 
leagues, their skill probably took over more than anything, and maybe 
didn’t have to pay attention to the defensive game as much,” Martin said. 

“I just think, on all aspects, physically and mentally, he worked so hard 
this offseason to improve and you kind of set his place inside this room, 
and I think he’s done a great job. He really has, and there’ll be ups and 
downs. You have them throughout your whole career, but I think he has 
really grown and blossomed, and he’s on his way to being the player that 
he wants to be.” 

Now that the defensive issue seems to have been solved, the Islanders’ 
priority must be bringing in a finisher to get the most out of that line. 
Maybe someone like Patrick Kane fits the bill, who, despite his 
playmaking prowess, can put the puck in the net consistently. 
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Facing Greiss, Gm 27: Islanders vs. Blues, Line Combos, Injury Updates 
& More  

 

Stefen Rosner3-4 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

EAST MEADOW, NY–After a 3-0 shutout win over the Chicago 
Blackhawks on Sunday night, the New York Islanders (16-10-0) are back 
in action as they host the St. Louis Blues (11-14-0) at UBS Arena. Puck 
drop is slated for 7:30 PM. 

With the St. Louis Blues falling to the New York Rangers 6-4, and Jordan 
Binnington getting that start, that means former Islanders netminder 
Thomas Greiss will face his former team. This will be third straight game 
the Islanders face a team on the second leg of a back-to-back. 

The Islanders were on the ice for morning skate, with everyone 
accounted for besides Kyle Palmieri (IR, upper-body). 

Cal Clutterbuck (day-to-day), who had missed the last two games after 
leaving in the first period of their game against the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Nov. 29, was on the ice before morning skate and during, but did not take 
part in line rushes. 

He will not play, per New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert, as 
he will miss his third straight game. 

Palmieri is skating on his own, but will miss his seventh straight game. 

Ilya Sorokin was the first goaltender off the ice at morning skate, as he 
will likely make his 18th start of the season. 

The St. Louis Blues did not skate. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Hudson Fasching 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

ST. LOUIS BLUES LINES (PROJECTED) 

#stlblues lineup vs. New York Rangers: 

Schenn-O'Reilly-Kyrou 

Buchnevich-Thomas-Tarasenko 

Saad-Barbashev-Leivo 

Walker-Acciari-Pitlick 

Leddy-Parayko 

Krug-Faulk 

Mikkola-Bortuzzo 

Binnington 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) December 6, 2022 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders host the St. Louis Blues in the second 
and final matchup between the two clubs this season. 

These teams last met just over one month ago, on November 3, when 
Noah Dobson, Anders Lee, and Brock Nelson each recorded multi-point 
games in a 5-2 win in St. Louis. 

The Islanders last hosted the Blues on March 5 of last season, a 2-1 
Islander victory. The Islanders face their third straight Central Division 
opponent tonight. They look to improve upon their 8-4-0 record against 
Western Conference teams this season, and earn their tenth home-ice 
victory of 2022-23. 

DRAFTKINGS BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the St.Louis Blues? You 
can get the Islanders at -170, +150 on the puck line. The St. Louis Blues 
come in at +240, -110 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is 6 at +100, with the under at -120. 

Head over to DraftKings to place your bets now! 

HOW TO WATCH 

Tuesday’s contest will be available on MSGSN. On the radio dial, the 
game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU, and 103.9 FM 
LI News Radio 
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Rosner Wrap: Kane Train to Elmont? Holmstrom's Game & More  

 

Stefen Rosner3-4 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

The New York Islanders will be on the ice Tuesday morning ahead of 
their contest against the St. Louis Blues. Puck drop is slated for 7:30 PM 
ET. Despite averaging over three goals a game this season, the 
Islanders need a game-changer on the offensive side of the puck. Could 
Patrick Kane, the player they faced on Sunday, be on general manager 
Lou Lamoriello’s radar? Should there be any concern about Simon 
Holmstrom’s lack of offense? 

These stories and more in today’s Rosner Wrap: 

Is Blackhawks Star Patrick Kane on the Islanders’ Radar? 

Despite 16 wins on the season in 25 games, while averaging 3.15 per 
game, there’s no question that the New York Islanders need to add a 
scorer at the 2023 NHL Trade Deadline. Could they go after recent foe, 
Chicago Blackhawks star, three-time Stanley Cup champion, and 
pending unrestricted free agent Patrick Kane? The 34-year-old right 
winger has four goals and 10 assists in 24 games and a full no-
movement clause, meaning he has complete control of where he ends 
up. When the season began, it seemed fate would have Kane reunited 
with Artemi Panarin on Broadway. But with the New York Rangers’ 
struggles this season, the playoffs are anything but a certainty, which 
would put them out of the running since Kane wants to win now. New 
York Islanders. 

Holmstrom Honing His Defensive Game, Lack of Offense Concerning? 

New York Islanders’ 21-year-old forward Simon Holmstrom may have 
just one point through his first six games and two total shots, but the 
former 23rd overall pick in 2019 has put on a clinic on the defensive side 
of the puck, and his lack of offense is not a concern at this time. Through 
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66:54 minutes on the ice, Simon Holmstrom has yet to turn the puck 
over, with three takeaways. Although his long reach was something that 
many thought would benefit him on the offensive side of the puck, in 
terms of cutting to the outside, his active stick and reach has led to his 
effective defensive display. New York Islanders 

Here’s What Varlamov Said About 1st Shutout of Season, Sorokin’s 
Importance 

In the New York Islanders’ 3-0 win over the Chicago Blackhawks, 
netminder Semyon Varlamov turned aside all 21 shots for his first shutout 
of the season, his 37th of his career. Don’t be fooled by the number of 
shots, as Semyon Varlamov was tremendous early in the contest. While 
the Islanders were still getting their legs under them, Varlamov had to be 
extremely good to keep the game scoreless. Here’s what Varlamov had 
to say following the win. 

EXCLUSIVE: Pageau & Ping Pong, Bubble Tournament & More 

The New York Islanders play hockey. But with the acquisition of Jean-
Gabriel Pageau at the 2020 NHL Trade Deadline, the versatile forward 
brought more than just his hockey skill set. He brought a love for ping 
pong. In an exclusive interview with NYI Hockey Now, Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau discusses ping pong, how the bubble tournament came to be, 
and more. New York Islanders. 
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Detroit Red Wings withstand frantic finish in Florida, overcome Tampa 
Bay Lightning, 4-2 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Detroit Red Wings measured up to an elite 
opponent, and got their head coach a victory in his former home. 

They put on a good start and a resilient finish Tuesday at Amalie Arena 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning, a team that has been to the Stanley 
Cup Final the last three seasons. Even better, the Wings maintained 
pressure and composure and earned a well-deserved 4-2 victory to string 
together two victories on the first two games of their road trip. 

Ville Husso was excellent, making 44 saves but so were his teammates. 
The penalty kill clicked, the Wings forechecked and created chances and 
got goals from Michael Rasmussen and Jonatan Berggren. 

The score prompted the Bolts to gamble and pull Andrei Vasilevskiy for 
an extra attacker, leading to a wild last few minutes. Steven Stamkos 
sent a seeing-eye puck through traffic with 5:08 to play. Adam Erne 
followed up with an empty net goal 90 seconds later. Brayden Point got it 
back to a one-goal game with 2:26 to play. David Perron put the game 
again with an empty net goal with 24.8 seconds left. 

The Wings (13–7–5) next play Thursday at the Florida Panthers. 

Good start 

The Wings rose to the challenge right away, doing a good job 
establishing possession and forcing sharp saves from Vasilevskiy. An 
early penalty to Oskar Sundqvist was killed off. Dominik Kubalik was 
denied on a breakaway and stifled on another good chance down low. 
Husso withstood multiple odd man rushes. Shots were 12-9 to the Wings 
after the first period as they showed how good they can be when they 
play with energy and cohesion. 

Welcome back 

The Lightning played a nice video tribute to Lalonde during a timeout in 
the first period, recognizing his four years as an assistant coach before 
he was named head coach of the Wings in July. His former boss, Jon 
Cooper, said earlier in the day he roots for Lalonde, except against the 
Bolts, naturally: "I cheer for him. People that come from your 
organization, you want them to do well. He's got a winning pedigree. 
Newsy needed to learn the NHL game and he came here and that's what 
he did. He's got a good feel for the game and a great feel for the guys in 
the room." 

Building momentum 

Kubalik was rewarded for his outstanding first period with a point in the 
second. Credit to Filip Hronek, who fed the puck to Kubalik. He 
transported the puck up the boards and centered a pass to Rasmussen, 
who shrugged off having Mikhail Sergechev on his back and flicked the 
puck into Tampa's net. That was followed by another solid outing by the 
penalty killers, this time while Austin Czarnik was in the box. Berggren 
followed up with a goal six minutes into the third period, when he 
deflected Olli Määttä's shot from the blue line. 
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Ex-Detroit Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill to-do list in Tampa: Teach 
defense, drain pools 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Jon Cooper spotted Jeff Blashill talking to Detroit media 
and played a little air violin, poking fun at his longtime friend. 

Tuesday's game between the Detroit Red Wings and Tampa Bay 
Lightning at Amalie Arena was heavy on reunions: It was Blashill's first 
game as an assistant coach with the Lightning against the team he used 
to serve as head coach; and Derek Lalonde's first game as head coach 
of the Wings against the team he used to serve as an assistant. 

"We've had a fantastic coaching staff the last few years," Lightning coach 
Jon Cooper said. "Newsy came in and now Jeff — that is a big part of an 
organization. It is the part that goes unnoticed — the head coach sits 
there in front of the camera all the time, but he's only as good as the sum 
of his parts, and you need to have assistants that get it, that contribute, 
they work hard. To watch what Jeff brings to the table, it has been 
fantastic for us." 

Blashill was head coach of the Wings from 2015-2022, posting a 204-
261-72 record during a time they were in the depths of a rebuild. The day 
after the final game last season, general manager Steve Yzerman met 
with Blashill in Yzerman's office at Little Caesars Arena and let Blashill 
know he would not get a contract extension. On July 1, Yzerman hired 
Lalonde; 11 days later, Blashill landed in Lalonde's old job. 

"When it first happened, it was a really bit awkward, probably for both of 
us," Blashill said. "But we’ve been friends for a long time and we’ve had 
each others backs at different times when it was important and those 
types of friendships are bigger than our jobs and our job titles. It was 
weird but that doesn’t make it a barrier to us continuing to be really good 
friends." 

Blashill immediately moved his family to the Tampa area (one new 
experience that came with relocating: "Learning how to drain a pool," 
Blashill said) and set about adjusting to an organization that has been to 
the Stanley Cup Final three straight years, winning in 2020 and 2021. 

"I’ve really enjoyed it so far," Blashill said. "New group of guys to learn 
from as players, a number of guys that are really smart, so you learn 
from those guys. The coaching staff has been great. From a quality of life 
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standpoint, my family has enjoyed the move, they’ve all kind of settled in 
in their different athletics and school. We’ve enjoyed it.  

"When I took the job, ultimately I wanted to add value. I wanted to go to a 
place I could learn and have a chance to win. We’re working on trying to 
be a good hockey team and have had moments where we are getting 
better still. Overall it’s been a good experience." 

He said he has been too busy to follow the Wings closely, but, "I've 
peeked to see how they are doing. I feel like for a guy like Tyler Bertuzzi 
who is out again with an injury. They look like they are playing good 
hockey and some good growth from some of the young players. Some 
good additions in place." 

Blashill never had as skilled a lineup as Yzerman gave Lalonde, 
strengthening the Wings at every position. But even before those 
additions, Yzerman had let Blashill go, citing a need for the Wings to play 
better team defense. Now Blashill is in Tampa, where his duties include 
the defense and penalty killing. Being second banana to a head coach is 
an adjustment after a decade in the top spot (he coached the Grand 
Rapids Griffins from 2012-15) is an adjustment, but Blashill is someone 
who focuses on experience as much as result. 

"I love to coach," he said. "I’ve been in a lot of different roles in my career 
and I just love to coach and help the team and players get better. Getting 
an opportunity to do that, the way our staff works each coach has a 
responsibility, so I certainly have an opportunity to make an impact. In-
game is different than I’ve done in a number of years, I was head coach 
for a long time, so that is different, but I’ve still really enjoyed it.  

"I’ll always treasure the opportunity I had as the head coach of my 
hometown team for seven years. Life is about a journey and it had an 
impact on my life and my family's life." 
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Rest of week will tell a great deal about Detroit Red Wings. Here's why 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — This week will be revealing for the Detroit Red Wings. 

They’ve achieved a winning record on the strength of beating teams that 
don’t project to make the playoffs, but now come a trio of elites, one after 
the one: The Tampa Bay Lightning on Tuesday, Florida Panthers on 
Thursday, and Dallas Stars on Saturday.  

Recent tests — at home against the Toronto Maple Leafs and Vegas 
Golden Knights — ended with losses. To their credit the Wings stayed 
with their structure and competed both nights, but the bottom line is they 
have measured up short against the teams they want to be among. 

More:How his Tampa Bay days have propelled Derek Lalonde to 
succeed as Detroit Red Wings coach 

20 Thoughts at quarter point:Why do Wings feel different this season? 
New coaches, new players, new life 

Coach Derek Lalonde called the 4-1 loss to Vegas, "a little reality of 
where we are at. There’s moments we’re with these top teams, there’s 
moments we’re even pushing against these top teams, but we need a 
little bit more out of our entire game, a little more execution." 

Monday was a day off, common practice after playing back-to-back. The 
trip at least began on a winning note, as the Wings used their power play 
and Ville Husso’s goaltending to defeat the Columbus Blue Jackets, at 
team hovering in the lower third of the standings. The Wings are 12-7-5 

with a .604 winning percentage, clinging to fourth place in the Atlantic 
Division just one point ahead of the Panthers.  

The Wings are 3-4-1 against teams that made the playoffs last season, 
earning victories against the New York Rangers, Minnesota Wild and 
Nashville Predators, and losing to the Rangers, Leafs, Los Angeles Kings 
(regulation and overtime) and Boston Bruins. 

During the five-game home stretch that ended Dec. 3, the Leafs game 
was marked by a rare off night from Husso. The power play was another 
let down against the Leafs, going 0-for-3. The Golden Knights scored one 
minute in but otherwise Husso was fine that night, and a power play 
conversion pulled the Wings within 2-1, only for momentum to swing 
back to Vegas within minutes. 

Dylan Larkin, who leads the Wings with 26 points in 24 games, admitted 
after the loss to Vegas that the Wings still struggle to find ways to get two 
points out of games against elite opponents, even as they put up a good 
effort. 

"What I’m really positive about for myself is, we don’t really shoot 
ourselves in the foot like we have in the past," he said. "We give up ill-
timed goals but we are playing well with the puck, we are playing well in 
the d-zone. It’s a process. That’s what Derek talks about a lot to us." 
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Detroit Red Wings defeat Tampa Bay Lightning, 4-2: Game thread replay 

 

ANDREW HAMMOND   Detroit Free Press 

 

Detroit Red Wings (12-7-5) vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (15-8-1) 

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday. 

Where: Amaile Arena in Tampa Bay. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit. 

Radio: 97.1 FM (Red Wings radio affiliates). 

• Box score  

Game notes: The Detroit Red Wings look to carry their winning streak to 
two when they face the Tampa Bay Lightning, who are carrying a two-
game winning streak of their own into this matchup. This game also 
marks a reunion: Wings coach Derek Lalonde was an assistant in Tampa 
for four seasons, winning Stanley Cups in 2020 and 2021. Meanwhile, 
this is Jeff Blashill's first game as an assistant with the Lightning against 
the team he coached for seven seasons. 
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'Good feeling': Wings coach Lalonde earns bragging rights with 4-2 win in 
Tampa 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Tampa - The homecoming couldn't have come out better for Red Wings 
coach Derek Lalonde. 
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Returning to the arena where Lalonde was part of a coaching staff that 
won Stanley Cups and just missed a third, and matching wits against 
friends Lightning coach Jon Cooper and assistant Jeff Blashill (who 
Lalonde replaced with the Wings), Lalonde earned early bragging rights. 

The Wings won the first game Tuesday between the teams this season, 
4-2. 

"Good feeling," said Lalonde of the victory. "I just liked the we played. We 
were on our heels in the third (period), but we put ourselves in that 
position with two real good periods. It looked like a lot of our games of 
late, we didn't give up a ton. 

"And Ville was the difference in the third." 

Tampa pushed with the game on the line, but Husso made several key 
stops and saved his best work for the final 20 minutes. Tampa twice cut 
the Wings' lead to one goal by pulling Andrei Vasilevskiy for an extra 
attacker and scoring both its goals that way. 

 

Husso turned in what is becoming a typical performance, with 44 saves 
including 28 with Tampa pressing in the third period. 

"You know what's going on but at that point I wasn't thinking about 
shutout or anything, just get the win," Husso said. "They have high skill, 
high end players. They got two goals tonight, which you have a chance to 
win the game." 

Getting a victory for Lalonde in his old stomping grounds was a good 
feeling, too. 

"It's great," said Michael Rasmussen, who opened the Wings' scoring. 
"Obviously a lot of accomplishments here for him and a special game. It 
was a nice (video) tribute for him. It's a big game and we're happy we 
could pull one out for him." 

The victory gave the Wings (13-7-5) two victories in the first two games in 
what appeared to be challenging road trip. They've won four consecutive 
road games now, the first time since the 2015-16 season. 

"A good sign," said Lalonde of the road success. "To be able to win on 
the road, we're managing our game well. Having four lines with a little 
synergy, with the lines getting some rhythm and staying out of the box. 
Good signs for sure." 

More:Derek Lalonde, Jeff Blashill both big parts of Jon Cooper's 
coaching tree in Tampa 

Rasmussen, Jonatan Berggren, and empty-net goals from Adam Erne 
and David Perron provided the Wings' scoring. 

Berggren's goal provided the cushion in the third period, with the Wings 
clinging to a 1-0 lead. 

Olli Maatta's shot from the top of the slot was redirected by Berggren in 
front, giving the Wings the two-goal lead at 5 minutes, 59 seconds of the 
third period. 

Tampa's Steven Stamkos, with the goalie pulled, cut the Wings' lead to 
2-1 with his 14th goal, just beating Husso between the pads and post. 

The madness really started from there. 

Erne's empty-net goal, his fourth, gave the Wings the two-goal lead back, 
3-1, but Tampa closed to within a goal again on Brayden Point's 11th 
goal off a scramble in front of Husso at 17:34, just 1:12 after Erne's goal. 

Perron's goal with 25 seconds left finally clinched it. 

"It goes to show you what they can be like with a little urgency, pushing in 
the third," Lalonde said. "But we managed our game and Ville was a 
difference." 

Husso preserved the lead with another stellar performance, stopping 28 
shots in the third peirod. 

More:'It's special to go back there': Wings coach Derek Lalonde excited 
about returning to Tampa 

"Huss was great," Rasmussen said. 

Dominik Kubalik found Rasmussen splitting through the Lightning 
defense and skating alone on Tampa goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, and 
Rasmussen finished with his fourth goal, just 1:54 into the second period. 

Vasilevskiy was tremendous in the opening first period, frustrating the 
Wings on several prime scoring chances. 

Vasilevskiy stopped Kubalik on a breakaway attempt, then during a flurry 
late in the period, Vasilevskiy stoned the entire line of Rasmussen, 
Kubalik and Pius Suter, each of whom had quality looks and scoring 
chances. 

The Wings have talked all season about the need to beat elite teams, 
something they didn't do last season and have had middling success with 
this early season. 

Defeating Tampa was a positive step. 

"It's tough to get a win in this league against anyone, but we have not in 
a while beat an upper echelon type of team," Lalonde said. "We were 
fortunate to do that tonight." 

Beating Vasilevskiy was an accomplishment of its own for the Wings. 
With the defeat, Vasilevskiy is now 13-2-0 in his career against the 
Wings. 

Detroit News LOADED: 12.07.2022 

1207327 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Derek Lalonde, Jeff Blashill both big parts of Jon Cooper's coaching tree 
in Tampa 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Tampa, Fla. — Jon Cooper is good friends with Derek Lalonde and Jeff 
Blashill. Lalonde and now Blashill have been assistant coaches under 
Cooper, the two-time Stanley Cup-winning Tampa Bay Lightning head 
coach. 

When Lalonde replaced Blashill as head coach of the Red Wings, 
Cooper wasted little time contacting Blashill and gauging Blashill's 
interest in coming down to Tampa. 

From where Cooper sits, they are two talented coaches who have 
elevated, and will continue to strengthen, whatever coaching staff they're 
on, in whatever position. 

"We've had fantastic coaching staffs here the last few years," Cooper 
said. "When Newsy (Lalonde) came in, and now Jeff, that is a big part of 
an organization. It's the part that goes unnoticed. The head coach sits in 
front of the camera a ton but he's only as good as the sum of his parts 
and, to me, you need assistants that get it. They contribute, they work 
hard and as great as friends as I've been with Jeff, we really haven't 
worked a ton together. 

"So, to watch what he brings to the table, it's been fantastic for us. When 
you lose somebody like Derek, you're hoping to replace him with 
somebody equal to or better. We've done that with Jeff. We've been 
extremely fortunate." 

Lalonde was on the Tampa staff for four seasons. He won two Stanley 
Cups and narrowly missed a third last season when Colorado defeated 
the Lightning in six games. 
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Lalonde's coaching skills, along with Tampa's prolonged success, is what 
may have attracted general manager Steve Yzerman to hire Lalonde as 
the Wings' head coach, Cooper said. 

"He's got a winning pedigree," Cooper said. "He was here for four years, 
from the lows of the lows in 2019 (four-game sweep in first round after 
winning 62 regular-season games) to the highest of the highs the next 
few years after that. Newsy has been a winning coach everywhere he's 
gone. He needed to learn the NHL game and he came here and that's 
what he did. He learned the NHL game and got to watch how you deal 
with stars and new guys and all that stuff. 

"If there's one thing that Derek really brings to the table, it's he's got a 
great feel for the guys in the room, a great feel for the game. I'm not 
surprised they've having the success they are." 

More: 'It's special to go back there': Wings coach Derek Lalonde excited 
about returning to Tampa 

The Wings were only two points from Tampa in the standings heading 
into Tuesday's game. Cooper, whom Yzerman hired when he was 
general manager of the Lightning, believes Yzerman felt the Wings were 
ready for the next stage in their development after rebuilding the last 
several seasons. 

"They brought these guys along, and when he realized it's time to win, he 
went out and made some real wise, astute decisions and brought in NHL 
players," Cooper said. "They've turned the corner from that rebuild time 
to win now time, and their window is open now. Steve went out and got a 
goalie and all the things necessary to put this team in position to win, and 
that's how you're supposed to do it. 

"It's now the time for Detroit." 

Cooper made sure to add he cheers for Lalonde, just as he did for good 
friend Blashill — just not when the Lightning are on the schedule. 

"He (Lalonde) is not the first assistant coach I've coached against, but it 
doesn't hide the fact we're close friends and I cheer for him," Cooper 
said. "You want people coming from your organization, you want them to 
do well. 

"Just not tonight. The very same as it was every time we coached against 
Jeff." 

Soderblom skates 

Forward Elmer Soderblom took part in the Wings' morning skate 
Tuesday, as he gets closer to a return from a lower-body injury. 

Soderblom hurt himself blocking a shot on Nov. 8. He hasn't played for 
nearly a month, but Lalonde feels a return to the ice could be soon. 

"He's coming. He had two real good skates and he'll get hammered again 
(after Tuesday's morning skate) with a long skate," Lalonde said. "I would 
expect him maybe by the weekend." 

But don't expect the Wings to reinsert Soderblom immediately into the 
lineup. Given Soderblom's length of absence, a conditioning stint in 
Grand Rapids is likely. 

"It's up to Steve with what he wants to do, but I'm sure because he 
(Soderblom) has been out as along as he has, he'll see some time in 
GR," Lalonde said. 

Soderblom, a towering 6-foot-8 forward, made a big impression in the 
exhibition season, made the Wings' opening night roster, and had two 
points (both goals) in 13 games before getting hurt. 
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Husso makes 43 saves, helps Red Wings beat Lightning 4-2 

 

By The Associated Press 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Ville Husso made 27 of his 43 saves in the third period 
and the Detroit Red Wings beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 4-2 on 
Tuesday night. 

The Red Wings got goals from Michael Rasmussen, Jonatan Berggren, 
Adam Erne and David Perron. 

Detroit, which has missed the playoffs in each of the last six seasons, 
moved into a third-place tie in the Atlantic Division with Tampa Bay. 

Steven Stamkos and Brayden Point scored, and Andrei Vasilevskiy 
stopped 22 shots for the Lightning. 

After Stamkos extended his point streak to 11 game with a goal at 14:52 
of the third with Vasilevskiy on the bench, Erne put the Red Wings up 3-1 
with 3:38 remaining, scoring into an empty net. 

Point got another goal with an extra skater at 17:34, before Perron picked 
up another empty-netter in the final minute. 

Detroit coach Derek Lalonde faced the Lightning for the first time after 
being an assistant coach with Tampa Bay from 2018-22, which included 
Stanley Cup championships in 2020 and 2021 

“Really cool being back,” Lalonde said. 

Lalonde replaced Jeff Blashill, who is now a Tampa Bay assistant coach. 

Rasmussen got past the Lightning defense to open the scoring 1:54 into 
the second from the slot off a nifty pass from Dominik Kubalik. 

Filip Hronek got the second assist on Rasmussen’s goal to set a 
franchise record with a season-opening 11-game road point streak. He is 
the second NHL defenseman to have an 11-game road point streak to 
start a season, joining Edmonton’s Paul Coffey (12 games in 1986-87). 

Berggren made it 2-0 at 5:59 of the third with a slot redirection of Olli 
Maatta’s shot. The rookie has three goals and eight points in 12 games. 

Kubalik had his breakaway shot stopped by Vasilevskiy and Jordan 
Oesterle hit the post as Detroit outshot the Lightning 12-11 during a 
scoreless first. Husso made strong saves on Nikita Kucherov and 
Vladislav Namestnikov. 

Tampa Bay committed 11 giveaways, while the Red Wings had none in 
the opening 20 minutes. The total was 14-0 after two periods. 

Tampa Bay’s Nick Paul had his short-handed shot hit the post with 45 
seconds left in the second. 

NUMBERS 

Tampa Bay had its 10-game power-play goal streak end after going 0 for 
2. The Red Wings failed to score on its lone chance. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Red Wings: C Robby Fabbri (knee) and LW Elmer Söderblom (lower 
body) took part in an extensive on-ice workout following the morning 
skate. 

UP NEXT 

Red Wings: Play Thursday night at Florida. 

Lightning: Host Nashville on Thursday night. 
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How to Watch the Detroit Red Wings vs. Tampa Bay Lightning - NHL 
(12/6/22) | Channel, Stream, Preview 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

Another measuring stick game is on tap for the Detroit Red Wings on 
Tuesday night, as they head down to Florida for a key test with a tough 
Atlantic Division rival, the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

The Red Wings suffered a tough loss to the Vegas Golden Knights to 
end their homestand last Saturday, but were able to find a way to bounce 
back the next night against the Columbus Blue Jackets. Andrew Copp, 
Austin Czarnik, Dominik Kubalik and Lucas Raymond each had a goal 
and an assist in Detroit’s second win of the season against the Blue 
Jackets, while Ville Husso earned his 10th win of the season by making 
32 saves on Sunday. The win temporarily moved the Wings back into a 
playoff spot, holding the second Wild Card position in the Atlantic coming 
into Tuesday. 

While the Lightning do not look like the unbeatable Bolts that they have in 
years past, they have managed to show they are a still a contender in the 
East thanks to their exceptional veteran presence. With back-to-back 
victories, and wins in four of their last five games, Tampa has climbed 
back into the top three of the division, but just two points ahead of the 
Red Wings. They have been led by the exceptional Nikita Kucherov, 
whose 36 points have him sitting as the lone Bolt to have reached the 30-
point mark thus far. 

While the Wings only beat the Lightning once in their four matchups last 
season, they kept each meeting close against the eventual three-time 
Eastern Conference Champions. 

Check out more stories about the Detroit Red Wings here on MLive 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Tampa Bay Lightning (15-8-1) vs. Detroit Red Wings (12-7-5) 

When: Tuesday, December 6 

Time: 7 p.m. ET 

Where: Amalie Arena (Tampa, Fla.) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit 

Stream: DirecTV Stream 
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Ex-Red Wing Marty Pavelich skiing at 95, honored by Montana rink 
naming 

 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

Marty Pavelich skis a hundred times a year at age 95 and aims to 
continue doing it when he hits 100. 

Skiing is his passion. Hockey is his claim to fame. Pavelich played on the 
Detroit Red Wings’ four Stanley Cup championship teams in the 1950s. 

He moved to Big Sky, Montana in 1993 and was instrumental in getting 
that town of 3,000 residents its first hockey rink. It will be named the 
Marty Pavelich Ice Rink during a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Saturday. 

“I’ve been here 30-some years in the northern part of our country and no 
hockey. I said this is ridiculous,” Pavelich said. “I called the local 
sportswriter, took him to lunch and said how about writing something 
about hockey? He started writing about hockey and now we got two 
enclosed rinks in Bozeman and over 1,000 kids playing hockey and the 
same thing happened here. I thought we got to give these kids an 
opportunity.” 

Ryan Blechta, president of the Big Sky Skating and Hockey Association, 
said the process started 11 years ago when a bunch of hockey fanatics 
met at a local pub. 

“Marty was there, and he was saying every ski town has an ice rink and 
we need to make this happen,” Blechta said. “A bunch of us volunteers 
got together and started flooding some snow outside of the pub. We 
created a 501c3 a year later and were able to get some land across the 
street. 

“Started from nothing and 11 years later, we have a permanent slab with 
refrigeration, a chiller, real hockey boards, full lights. Started out with 
guys and gals playing pick-up hockey and then started a kids program 
eight years ago. We started with 20 kids and now have over 120. Also 
started a curling league five years ago that’s taken off, and adult hockey 
has continued to grow. 

“With Marty’s participation in getting this rink to happen, and (being) a 
community member and his history, we started a campaign to name it the 
Marty Pavelich Ice Rink.” 

Pavelich skated at the rink regularly until hanging up his skates a year 
ago. 

“I’m 95 and I thought I better take it easy for a while,” he said. 

But he still loves to ski. 

“That’s why I retired out here,” Pavelich said. “This is a good way of life. 
Can’t sit in the house all day long. Got to get active. I work out all the 
time. I go to gym.” 

Pavelich was born in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, and joined the Red Wings 
at age 19, signing a contract that earned him $6,000. 

“I thought I’d died and went to heaven,” he said. “I never seen so much 
money.” 

He played 634 NHL games between 1947 and 1957, all with the Red 
Wings. He was a checking-line forward who played an integral part on 
Cup-winning clubs alongside Hall-of-Famers like Gordie Howe, Ted 
Lindsay, Sid Abel, Alex Delvecchio, Red Kelly and Terry Sawchuk. 

“I was playing on a regular line and (coach) Tommy Ivan came to me one 
day and said, ‘We want to make a checking line,’ " Pavelich said. “I 
played with Glen Skov and Tony Leswick. I had to check Rocket Richard 
14 times a year. That was not easy. To me, he was the greatest goal-
scorer of all time.” 

Pavelich is the lone surviving member of the 1950 team that defeated the 
New York Rangers in the Cup Final. The Red Wings won it again in 
1952, 1954 and 1955. 

“The first one was unbelievable. Then we kept on going,” he said. “The 
only regret I have as a player is we should have won two or three more 
Stanley Cups. But (general manager) Jack Adams traded away 
Sawchuk, (Johnny) Bucyk, quite a few good players (including Lindsay). 
If we had kept them, I think we’d have gone on to win a few more Stanley 
Cups.” 

He said team chemistry was just as important as talent. 

“After a game in Boston, Red, Teddy, Gordie and I went out to eat,” 
Pavelich recalled. “Howe had a bad night. I chewed him out, I said, ‘You 
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big son of a gun, you’re the best hockey player in the world. You’re not 
going.’ We go into New York the next night, he gets into a fight, kicks the 
(heck) out of a guy and scores three goals. Didn’t Marty do his job? 
That’s the kind of team we had. 

“Lindsay at 165 pounds, 5 foot 8, you cut him for five (stitches), he’ll cut 
you for 10. The toughest little guy. 

“None of us had education. We came through the Depression, the 
second World War. It was a different era, but a great era.” 

Pavelich was only 29 when he retired from playing. He went into the 
plastics business with Lindsay, supplying parts to the automotive 
industry, and made more money in business than he did as a player. 

“Detroit was good to me,” he said. 

Pavelich retired from business in 1993 and moved to Montana, where he 
still keeps tabs on the current team. 

“Our Red Wings look pretty good,” he said. “Steve (general manager 
Yzerman) has got them going in the right direction. His defense is much 
better. Now they’re getting good picks, a lot of good, young players. In a 
couple of years, we’re going to win the Cup.” 

Meanwhile, he said of his vision for the Marty Pavelich Ice Rink: “It’s such 
a growing area. I’d like to see a nice rink where we could seat 5,000 
people enclosed. I might not be around, but I hope someday that will 
happen.” 
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Husso makes 44 saves, helps Red Wings beat Lightning, 4-2 

 

By MARK DIDTLER 

 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Ville Husso made 28 of his 44 saves in the third 
period and the Detroit Red Wings beat the Tampa Bay Lightning 4-2 on 
Tuesday night. 

The Red Wings got goals from Michael Rasmussen, Jonatan Berggren, 
Adam Erne and David Perron. It was just their third win in the last 21 
road games against Tampa Bay, 

Detroit, which has missed the playoffs in each of the last six seasons, 
moved into a third-place tie in the Atlantic Division with Tampa Bay. 

“I think they’ve turned the corner from that rebuild time to win now time, 
and their window is open now,” Tampa Bay coach Jon Cooper said. 

Husso, acquired from St. Louis during the offseason, improved to 11-4-3. 

“It was a big win, for sure,” Husso said. 

Steven Stamkos and Brayden Point scored, and Andrei Vasilevskiy 
stopped 22 shots for the Lightning, who had won eight of 10. 

“I thought the boys were ready, but clearly a lot of bad habits that we’ve 
had as a team at times during the year came flooding out,” Cooper said. 

After Stamkos extended his point streak to 11 game with a goal at 14:52 
of the third with Vasilevskiy on the bench, Erne put the Red Wings up 3-1 
with 3:38 remaining, scoring into an empty net. 

Point got another goal with an extra skater at 17:34, before Perron picked 
up another empty-netter in the final minute. 

“I think it was a solid effort through the whole game,” Rasmussen said. “A 
couple minutes here and there of kind of chaos. Everybody pulled their 
weight.” 

Detroit coach Derek Lalonde faced the Lightning for the first time after 
being an assistant coach with Tampa Bay from 2018-22, which included 
Stanley Cup championships in 2020 and 2021 

“Really cool being back,” Lalonde said. 

Rasmussen said it was great to get the win for Lalonde. 

“Obviously a lot of accomplishments here for him, and obviously a 
special game,” Rasmussen added. “Happy that we could pull it out for 
him.” 

Lalonde replaced Jeff Blashill, who is now a Tampa Bay assistant coach. 

Rasmussen got past the Lightning defense to open the scoring 1:54 into 
the second from the slot off a nifty pass from Dominik Kubalik. 

Filip Hronek got the second assist on Rasmussen’s goal to set a 
franchise record with a season-opening 11-game road point streak. He is 
the second NHL defenseman to have an 11-game road point streak to 
start a season, joining Edmonton’s Paul Coffey (12 games in 1986-87). 

Berggren made it 2-0 at 5:59 of the third with a slot redirection of Olli 
Maatta’s shot. The rookie has three goals and eight points in 12 games. 

Kubalik had his breakaway shot stopped by Vasilevskiy and Jordan 
Oesterle hit the post as Detroit outshot the Lightning 12-11 during a 
scoreless first. Husso made strong saves on Nikita Kucherov and 
Vladislav Namestnikov. 

Tampa Bay committed 11 giveaways, while the Red Wings had none in 
the opening 20 minutes. The total was 14-0 after two periods, and 16-1 
overall. 

Tampa Bay’s Nick Paul had his short-handed shot hit the post with 45 
seconds left in the second. 

NUMBERS 

Tampa Bay had its 10-game power-play goal streak end after going 0 for 
2. The Red Wings failed to score on its lone chance. … Point had nine 
shots on goal, while teammate Anthony Cirelli had eight … Vasilevskiy is 
13-2-0 against the Red Wings. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Red Wings: C Robby Fabbri (knee) and LW Elmer Söderblom (lower 
body) took part in an extensive on-ice workout following the morning 
skate. 

UP NEXT 

Red Wings: Play Thursday night at Florida. 

Lightning: Host Nashville on Thursday night. 
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Red Wings get their biggest win of the year over Lightning: 6 
observations 

 

By Max Bultman 

 

TAMPA, Fla. — It got a little too exciting at the end, with four goals in the 
last six minutes (all of them with the goalie pulled), but the Red Wings got 
a big win for coach Derek Lalonde on Tuesday in his first game against 
his former team, the Lightning. 

Even beyond the sentimentality, though, it was perhaps Detroit’s best win 
of the season — a performance that started with strong defense through 
the first two periods, some timely offense, and closed with big-time 
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goaltending from Ville Husso to withstand a Lightning push in the third 
period. 

Here are six observations from the game, and on where the Red Wings 
stand through 25 games. 

1. Detroit’s game through two periods — and especially in the second 
period — was about as good as you can hope for against a team as 
talented as the Lightning. They totaled just 16 shots on goal through two 
periods. 

Tampa Bay found its way to a couple of chances regardless, but the Red 
Wings did a lot to limit what the Lightning were able to generate in 
transition. 

“We disrupted the rush,” Lalonde said. “We did a good job gapping, good 
job having bodies back through the middle of the ice, and it actually was 
helping us in transition. We were getting offense on it. That’s just when 
we’re good: When we don’t give up the ice, we don’t give up the neutral 
zone.” 

Detroit’s forwards are a huge part of that, tracking back and staying on 
top of the Lightning. But among the defensemen, I was especially 
impressed once again by the pair of Filip Hronek and Olli Määttä, who 
just seem to get better and better. 

Hronek’s offense has been the big story of his season so far — and he 
added a couple more assists Tuesday — but he was certainly a big part 
of slowing down the Lightning early. He and Määttä finished the game 
with an expected goals share north of 60 percent, according to Evolving-
Hockey. 

2. Of course, the Lightning were never going to go quietly, and they put 
an astounding 30 shots on Husso in the third period alone. 

But as he’s done so often this year, the Red Wings’ 27-year-old 
netminder rose to the task and denied 28 of them — with the only two he 
allowed coming while the Lightning had an extra skater with a pulled 
goalie. 

“At that point, I wasn’t thinking shutout or anything,” Husso said. “It’s just 
like, get the win.” 

And he did, yet again. In Husso’s 18 starts so far, the Red Wings have 11 
wins and at least a point in 14 of them. 

The Red Wings seem conscious of his workload, and Lalonde said Alex 
Nedeljkovic will “definitely” get one of the final two games on the trip — at 
Florida on Thursday or at Dallas on Saturday — but Husso has played 
like a legit starter through 25 team games. It’s going to be fascinating to 
watch how they manage his workload, having only started 38 games last 
season but already nearly halfway to that total. 

3. As much as the Red Wings have preached process all year, actually 
getting the result over an elite team such as the Lightning is a big deal for 
this team. They played well against Toronto last week but lost in 
regulation after the Maple Leafs’ elite talent made the most of their 
chances. They were OK against Vegas, too, but ended up with a 4-1 
loss. 

The third-period onslaught is going to skew the game’s overall underlying 
numbers, but Detroit really did earn this win with its play for most of the 
night. It made stops. It produced simple offense. Heck, it probably 
deserved even more early if not for an outstanding first period by Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

You can’t read too much into a regular-season game — especially given 
what the Lightning looked like when they really had to push in the third 
period — but there has to be some real reassurance in that dressing 
room right now going in to face two more top teams in Florida and Dallas. 

After the game, Michael Rasmussen — who scored the game’s first goal 
— was asked how the feeling around the team is different from past 
seasons. And after he opened simply with “more wins,” his answer was 
revealing as to the team’s confidence. 

“I think everyone just expects to win a whole lot more,” Rasmussen said. 
“I think you’re kind of seeing it in games like that. Maybe in the past few 
years we haven’t found a way to pull that one out. I think just overall, that 
— everyone’s collectively getting the job done to win more hockey 
games.” 

4. Lalonde arrived at his postgame news conference prepared with a stat 
of his own, and it really was quite the stat. 

“I think someone told me it was the fourth straight win on the road, it’s the 
first time since like 2015 or ’16,” he said — and he’s exactly right. Their 
four straight wins over Columbus (twice), San Jose and Tampa Bay mark 
the first time Detroit has done that since the 2015-16 season, when 
Detroit ripped off a four-game win streak on an early-January trip. 

It’s especially fascinating that they’ve been able to do that, though, given 
the team’s early struggles on the road. After winning its first road game of 
the season at New Jersey, Detroit lost five of its next six away from Little 
Caesars Arena. It’s now technically 7-4-3 away from home. 

The initial theory, while the team struggled, was that opponents were 
exploiting the last chance to get favorable matchups against a Detroit 
team that didn’t start out as one of the league’s most talented, and was 
decimated by injuries beyond that. And even now that it’s healthier, it’s 
still without Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana, in addition to Robby Fabbri. 

But whether it’s via internal progression from players or something else, 
Lalonde pointed to the team’s depth in why he thinks it’s been able to find 
some road success — including against a Lightning team that is a 
walking matchup problem. 

“I just think the depth in our (lineup),” he said. “Having four lines, kind of a 
little synergy with the lines, just getting some rhythm, staying out of the 
box. … I just think we’re managing our game.” 

5. If improved depth is part of the answer to that question, then you can’t 
look past the play of rookie Jonatan Berggren there. Playing on a line 
with Joe Veleno — who himself appears to have taken a step this season 
— and Austin Czarnik, Detroit’s fourth line suddenly looks dangerous, 
and it was once again Tuesday. Berggren ended up with a goal on a 
redirection from a Määttä shot, giving him eight points through 12 games. 
It’s been a great start for him, and that’s been big for Detroit. 

“He’s got a confidence about him with the puck,” Lalonde said. “And we 
don’t have a lot of similar-type playmakers, I think he complements our 
lineup very well. I mean, you talk about poise — he literally almost gives 
up a breakaway on the power play, (off an) awful backhand pass, I think 
most players would be rattled by that. He ends up taking the puck 200 
feet, cutting to the net, getting two Grade-A chances. I think that says 
something about who he is.” 

Of course, Lalonde will eventually want Berggren to not have any ill-
advised passes to make up for, but he’s right: Detroit does not have 
many other forwards who can set up plays the way he can — and 
certainly not in the bottom six. That line’s being able to produce is huge 
for the Red Wings right now, and it’s showing up big time on the road. 

6. Dominik Kubalik has already gotten plenty of attention for his eye-
popping early production, but one thing that really caught my eye: With 
his 15th assist of the season Monday, he’s already just six assists shy of 
his career high in that category (21). That total came in the pandemic-
shortened 2020-21 season, and over an 82-game season his pace that 
year would have been 31 — but still, Kubalik’s halfway to that already. 
He’s on pace for nearly 50. 

RASMUSSEN!   Hronek   Kubalik who finds a streaking Rasmussen 
to give the #RedWings the lead! #LGRW pic.twitter.com/NDXWg1vVKY 

— Ryan Hana (@RyanHanaWWP) December 7, 2022 

When I asked Lalonde whether he was surprised at all by Kubalik’s 
playmaking, he said no, and that Kubalik has already been a known 
offensive player in the league, so maybe I was just off in my mental 
shortcut of Kubalik as a pure sniper. But seeing the way he’s consistently 
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found the back door on the power play, and then the soccer-style through 
pass that set up Rasmussen’s goal against the Lightning, it stood out to 
me as a perhaps underrated aspect of his overall skills. He remains at a 
point per game through 25 games. 

Like everything with this Red Wings team, time will tell how long that 
keeps up. 

But coming off perhaps their biggest win of the year, that slowdown 
hasn’t started yet. 
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Canadiens score twice in seven seconds, defeat Kraken 4-2 

 

Dec. 6, 2022 at 9:46 pm Updated Dec. 6, 2022 at 11:28 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Getting the whole Shane Wright “revenge tour” thing out of the way early 
seemed to have the Kraken poised for a positive night needed ahead of a 
long road trip.  

But after Wright scored his first career NHL goal late in Tuesday night’s 
opening period, the Kraken had one of those momentary lapses early in 
the second they’d managed to avoid of late in close games. This time, 
though, it proved lethal as goals by Cole Caufield and Josh Anderson just 
seven seconds apart sent the Kraken reeling toward a 4-2 loss to the 
Montreal Canadiens.  

“We have defensive plays where I feel that we have try to kind of keep it 
simple,” Kraken winger Jared McCann said after the team’s second 
straight loss at Climate Pledge Arena to close this homestand. “You 
know, if there’s nothing there, just glass it (the puck) out.” 

Instead, the Kraken, who fell to 15-7-3 ahead of a four-city East Coast 
road trip, made some untimely turnovers and poor line changes 
seemingly out of nowhere similar to those that cost them some defeats in 
the season’s opening month against teams they’d mostly outplayed. 

“I think that kind of hurts us sometimes,” McCann said, blaming himself 
for a poor line change that wound up costing the Kraken another goal 
late in the second period that put Montreal ahead 4-1. 

McCann would score with just under one second remaining in the frame, 
redirecting a pass in front to cut Montreal’s lead to just two. But 
Canadiens goalie Jake Allen, brilliant all night, stoned Yanni Gourde on a 
breakaway chance early in the third and turned aside 31 of 33 shots for 
the win. 

The Kraken had gone 12-2-1 in their last 15 games largely by shedding 
their propensity for letdowns and were outplaying a surprising .500 
Montreal team long on heart and youthful talent but short on the elite 
experience and goaltending usually needed to be a true playoff 
contender.  

But then an Andre Burakovsky own-zone turnover — on a clearance 
pass towards the middle of the ice instead of playing it off the boards — 
two minutes into the second period led to Caufield’s go-ahead goal. And 
that was followed by an odd-man rush allowed off the ensuing faceoff 
and a Anderson one-timer that made it a 3-1 game. 

In fact, the Kraken held the Canadiens to just four shots in each of the 
first two periods en route to outshooting them 33-16 overall. But four of 
those shots the found their way behind goaltender Martin Jones, mostly 
due to the lapses of teammates around him. 

Montreal had managed to blow a game 7-6 in overtime Monday night in 
Vancouver in which they’d carried a 4-0 lead deep into the second 
period. But they tightened up considerably this time and got some better 
netminding by Allen when it matteres. 

Montreal had opened the scoring 12:56 into the contest on a strange goal 
off a puck shot toward the net from the left point by Jonathan Kovacvic 
that somehow found its way past Jones. But the Kraken, especially 
Wright, had been pressing toward the Canadiens’ net before that, with 
only Allen standing between them and at least a couple of goals. 

They kept on coming and Wright finally found the back of the net at the 
15:30 mark by one-timing a pass out front from Oliver Bjorkstrand. The 
first NHL goal for Wright, in his eighth game, came against a Canadiens 
team that bypassed him with their first overall pick in last summer’s draft 
– leading to him tumbling two more spots to the Kraken at No. 4. 

“i think obviously it’s going to be something I remember the rest of my 
life,” Wright said. “Your first NHL goal is a pretty cool accomplishment, a 
pretty good milestone.” 

The player the Canadiens selected instead of Wright, winger Juraj 
Slafkovsky, was out there playing in this one but mostly a non-factor. 
Wright, meanwhile, had three or four prime scoring chances in-close the 
first period alone and might have had more goals if not for Allen. 

Wright said the fact his goal came against Montreal motivated him 
“maybe a little bit” but wasn’t that big a factor. He did say his five-game 
conditioning stint in the AHL improved his confidence 

“Having those AHL games helped me adjust to the speed a little better,” 
Wright said. “Obviously, the NHL is faster than the AHL — it’s the best 
league in the world. But I think the AHL is still a really good league, it’s 
still got some really good players and it’s a fast game as well. So, those 
five games down there really kind of helped me with some self 
confidence that I could play at that level.” . 

Wright’s goal seemed to give the Kraken momentum heading to the first 
intermission, but that quickly vanished just two minutes into the second 
when Burakovsky attempted an own-zone clearance pass from the 
corner that Nick Suzuki intercepted. Suzuki quickly fed second-year star 
Caufield for a one-timer and his team-leading 15th goal of the season.  

If that wasn’t bad enough, the Kraken yielded an odd-man rush off the 
ensuing faceoff and it took Cristian Dvorak and Anderson just seven 
seconds to combine for an additional goal and a 3-1 lead for the visitors.  

“We had a turmover at the end of a shift, then we made a mistake on a 
faceoff,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said. “Those are different plays, but 
those bump-up shifts are real important. You’ve got to make sure you 
seal those off and push back the other way.and we’ve been outstanding 
in that area. But we didn’t get it done tonight.” 
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Shane Wright scores first career goal in his first Kraken game in a month 

 

Dec. 6, 2022 at 8:07 pm Updated Dec. 6, 2022 at 9:37 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Kraken forward Yanni Gourde always draws attention whenever playing 
his “hometown” Montreal Canadiens, but this time there was an 
additional reason. 

The Kraken opted Tuesday night to put Gourde at left wing and fellow 
veteran Oliver Bjorkstrand at right wing on a line centered by rookie 
Shane Wright, who was going up against a team that bypassed him in 
the NHL Draft last July and went with Juraj Slafkovsky at No. 1 overall 
instead. New Jersey and Arizona passed on Wright as well before the 
Kraken nabbed him at No. 4 overall. 
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Wright wasted no time in scoring his first NHL goal, taking a pass out 
front from Bjorkstrand and one-timing it home from the slot with 4:30 to 
play in the opening period. 

Wright has said he harbors no ill will toward the Canadiens – despite his 
alleged draft night staredown in the vicinity of the Montreal team table. 
Even so, with Wright playing his first NHL game in a month after a two-
week AHL conditioning stint, Gourde planned to speak with him pregame 
to make sure he was as comfortable as possible. 

“There are lots of things I can do to help him out and make sure he’s 
comfortable out there and make sure that he feels good and he knows 
what he has to do – knows the way I want to play,” said Gourde, who 
played alongside Wright in some of his prior games thus far. “All those 
little things that you communicate before games so that way, when the 
game comes and those plays happen, he knows exactly what to do and 
how I expect him to make the play. How our team expects him to make 
the play. 

“You just talk through things and it becomes more natural and quicker.” 

Most of Montreal’s large traveling media contingent was attending the 
Canadiens’ morning skate at Climate Pledge Arena, but a lone radio 
reporter did show up at the Kraken Community iceplex to conduct a 
French-language interview with Gourde – the team’s only Quebec native 
from the town of Saint Narcisse, not far from Quebec City. 

“It’s always a fun game,” said Gourde, who grew up an avid Canadiens 
fan but helped beat Montreal with the winning goal of Game 1 of the 
2021 Stanley Cup Final while playing for the Tampa Bay Lightning. “It’s 
always one of the games I look forward to. Obviously, watching them 
growing up, it makes them extra special.” 

Another Kraken player viewing the Canadiens as his hometown team is 
forward Daniel Sprong, who has two goals, three assists his last four 
games, was born in The Netherlands but moved to Montreal with his 
family at age 7 to further his hockey career when it became obvious he 
had more talent than his native country could develop.  

Sprong’s father, Hannie, eventually got season tickets to watch the 
Canadiens at the Bell Centre. The family would sit in the lower bowl, 
where a young Sprong soon became a featured attraction. 

“I had really blonde hair back then so they were always putting me up on 
the JumboTron when they took shots of the crowd,” Sprong said.  

Alas, young Sprong was a huge fan of Russian winger Ilya Kovalchuk, 
who back then was a 50-goal star with the Atlanta Thrashers. Sprong 
had a Thrashers jersey with Kovalchuk’s name on it and wore it to Bell 
Centre one night. 

Sure enough, the crowd camera found the blonde-haired Sprong yet 
again. But this time, he stood up in his Thrashers jersey for all of the 
arena’s fans to see.  

“That’s the last time I ever got put on the Jumbotron again,” Sprong said.  

Notes 

* One lingering anomaly amid the Kraken’s stellar 15-6-3 start has been 
an abysmal penalty kill unit ranking among the NHL’s worst. The Kraken 
entered Tuesday having fended off just 66.7% of power plays against – 
ranking 30th of 32 teams. 

The Florida Panthers scored three of their five goals against the Kraken 
on Saturday night via the power play. After a prescheduled team day off 
Sunday, Kraken coach Dave Hakstol had his team working on its penalty 
kill at Monday’s practice. 

“The first thing that has to happen is we have to get away from at least 
one unnecessary penalty per game,” Hakstol said. “That’s a really good 
place to start. The other place is just getting back on the same page. 

“There are several different areas to the PK, right? There’s the initial 
faceoff, there’s what we’re doing in the neutral zone. There’s the 
structure in the  

* The Kraken faced a bit of a choice on which goaltender to go with 
against Montreal, given the strong career records of both their 
netminders when facing them. Martin Jones, who got the nod Tuesday 
night, was 9-1-0 with a .934 save percentage and 2.00 goals against 

average his last 10 outings against the Canadiens while Philipp Grubauer 
had won his last four starts against them since 2018 with a .921 save 
percentage and 2.20 goals against average.  

* Kraken forward Jordan Eberle entered Tuesday with 21 points his last 
21 games overall and 11 points his prior 10 games at home.  

* Morgan Geekie returned to action for the Kraken after missing three 
games with an upper body injury suffered two weeks ago against 
Anaheim. 
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What do the Kraken do now with rookie Shane Wright back from AHL? 

 

ANDY EIDE 

7-8 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

The 14 days that rookie Kraken center Shane Wright had in the American 
Hockey League are over, and he was back in Seattle on the ice for 
practice Monday. Along with that, many of the same questions are still 
unanswered. 

Will he play more now that he’s back? Will he stick in the NHL or 
ultimately get sent back to junior hockey? What’s next for Wright? 

“Nothing yet,” Wright said when asked what the future plans are for him. 
“Just kind of taking it one game at a time and just kind of focus on what’s 
here now and not really worry too much about what the future holds.” 

Head coach Dave Hakstol shed some light on the immediate future when 
he announced that Wright would be in the lineup Tuesday when the 
Montreal Canadiens come to the Climate Pledge Arena. 

“Good to have him back with the group,” Hakstol said. “He was really 
upbeat, he was excited to be back, and he had a good practice.” 

There is a certain level of irony for Tuesday’s game in that Wright will 
play his first NHL game since Nov. 5 against a Montreal franchise that 
chose Slovakian forward Juraj Slafkovsky instead of Wright with the No. 
1 pick in the 2022 NHL Draft. Wright, who many expected to be the top 
pick in the draft but fell to the Kraken at No. 4 overall, is indifferent about 
the matchup, saying Monday that it was just another game. 

The same goes for Hakstol, who refused to take the bait when asked 
about any rivalry with the Canadiens. 

“You guys will talk about it a lot I guess and we won’t talk about it a whole 
bunch,” Hakstol said when asked by media about the matchup. “That’s 
just pure fact. I mean, you can make it a great story if you like from your 
standpoint; it’s not a story from our standpoint. Shane’s going through all 
the processes here, he went down (to the AHL’s Coachella Valley 
Firebirds). He’s played really well for five games. Gonna have a good 
opportunity to play tomorrow. I want him to be excited to play for our 
team tomorrow.” 

Unable to find consistent playing time for Wright, who has averaged just 
over eight minutes of ice time when he has played, the Kraken used a 
loophole to get him in a handful of AHL games the past two weeks. 
Because they had healthy scratched him for five consecutive games, 
they could send him down for 14 days as part of a conditioning 
assignment. 

Wright performed well, scoring four goals on his first five shots, and 
comes back with the confidence of having played consistent minutes that 
were ultimately successful. 
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“I think it’s made a huge difference,” Wright said. “Definitely getting a lot 
of confidence down there. It’s nice to be able to play a lot of high 
minutes, get a lot of touches, and play the puck as well and just kind of 
play my game and be myself and regain my confidence in myself and my 
abilities and hopefully bring that back up here to Seattle.” 

What now for Wright? 

There has been a ton of scrutiny, mostly from outside of Seattle, about 
how the Kraken have handled the development of the 18-year-old Wright 
to date. How accurate that scrutiny is won’t be known for a while, but the 
questions remain. 

Assuming Wright does play Tuesday, it will be Game 8 for him. Once he 
plays game 10, the first year of his entry-level contract gets burned and 
he’ll have two years left on an original standard three years. 

There are a few options that the Kraken have. 

They can try to find a way to get him in the lineup more consistently, but 
the problem is that for Wright to play, someone has to sit. With Morgan 
Geekie still day-to-day with an upper-body injury there is room now – 
although Hakstol did not say if that was who Wright was replacing after 
practice. 

Outside of injury the Kraven have been playing well, with all parts 
contributing just as before Wright’s AHL stint, leaving no obvious path to 
more playing time on the NHL squad. 

Seattle could also loan Wright to Team Canada for the World Junior 
Championship. 

“Anytime you can represent your country on the World Junior stage, 
something you grew up watching, never really something you can pass 
up too easy,” Wright said. “No final decision has been made yet but it’s 
definitely always a tough thing to pass up if the opportunity comes for 
sure.” 

Hockey Canada released its camp roster Monday. Wright wasn’t on the 
list because technically he’s still in the NHL and the Kraken have not yet 
given their blessing for him to play there. Undoubtedly, Wright would be 
part of that camp and the team. 

He has played for Canada in the past. Most notably, he was on the U18 
World Championship squad in 2021, scoring nine goals and 14 points in 
five games. Wright was going to be on Team Canada for the 2022 World 
Junior Championships, too, but the tournament was canceled due to a 
COVID outbreak. 

Playing in the tournament this season could benefit the young Wright. 
He’d be playing against many NHL draft picks and the best under-20 
players in the world. Going to camp with Canada would also allow him to 
play with a lifelong friend in New York Rangers prospect Brennan 
Orthman, who has been invited. 

It figures that Wright would play a lot in the World Juniors so it won’t be 
surprising if this is ultimately the next step for Wright and the Kraken to 
explore. 

Even if Seattle sends him to play for Canada, it would just be kicking the 
can down the road a bit. When the tournament ends after the new year, 
the same questions will remain. 

The other option the Kraken have is to send Wright back to junior hockey 
in the Ontario Hockey League. A player starting in the NHL and being 
sent down mid-year is not unprecedented. Current stars Leon Draisaitl 
and Matthew Dumba were both sent back to the Western Hockey League 
halfway through their rookie seasons with the Edmonton Oilers and 
Minnesota Wild, respectively. 

Returning to the OHL doesn’t make a lot of sense for Wright on the 
surface. The question is how Wright will improve his game while 
dominating junior hockey players. The OHL is a top league but it’s not the 
same as the AHL and of course, the NHL. 

Wright played well in Coachella, gaining valuable playing time and 
experience, but it really hasn’t changed his situation with the Kraken. We 
still don’t know exactly what the clear path for Wright is. 
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Kraken’s Shane Wright scores first NHL goal vs. Canadiens 

 

The Athletic Staff 

3-3 minutes 07/12/2022 

 

Seattle Kraken forward Shane Wright scored his first NHL goal on 
Tuesday night against the Montreal Canadiens. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

Wright scored at the 15:30 mark of the first period. Oliver Bjorkstrand and 
Yanni Gourde assisted on the goal. 

Wright scores his first NHL goal in just his eighth game with the Kraken. 

The Kraken lost to the Canadiens 4-2 and are now 15-7-3. 

Backstory 

During the 2021 NHL Draft, the Canadiens held the No. 1 pick, with an 
opportunity to select Wright. Instead, they went with Juraj Slafkovsky. 
Wright, a top prospect who received exceptional status in the Ontario 
Hockey League, fell to No. 4 where the Kraken selected him. 

After only playing seven NHL games, recording zero goals and one 
assist, the Kraken reassigned Wright to the Coachella Valley Firebirds — 
their AHL affiliate — on a conditioning loan. Kraken general manager 
Ron Francis had previously said the 18-year-old would likely spend his 
entire rookie season in the NHL. 

“I don’t want to draw a line in the sand, but I would think he’s with us for 
the year,” Francis told The Athletic. “It’s just a matter of how things go 
and managing it. … But I think he’ll be fine. He’s fit right in. He does a lot 
of good things.” 

The Kraken have mapped out a plan for Wright, and that so far has 
included many games off and hours of remedial sessions — both on and 
off the ice — with the Kraken coaching staff. He told The Athletic he 
understands the process, is comfortable with it and trusts that Francis, a 
Hall of Fame center, and Dave Hakstol, the Kraken coach with deep 
experience at both the NHL and collegiate level, know the proper way to 
develop an NHL player. 

“Obviously I want to be here long-term,” Wright said. “It’s definitely the 
only goal and where I want to be, and I think that I can be here. I think I 
can improve, prove to the coaches, prove to my teammates, that I belong 
here. 

In five games with the Firebirds, Wright scored four goals. On Monday, 
after the five-game conditioning stint, the Kraken recalled Wright, ahead 
of the team’s matchup against the Canadiens. 

Shane Wright on board with Kraken’s development plan, despite the 
skeptics: ‘This is where I want to be’ 

Why did Shane Wright drop from being the No. 1 pick in the NHL Draft? 

LeBrun: Shane Wright, Matty Beniers, and the Kraken’s formula to 
contend for the playoffs in Year 2 
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Why my Seattle Kraken predictions are (currently) wrong 

 

Sean McIndoe 

12-15 minutes 06/12/2022 

 

Occasionally, I am wrong. 

No, it’s OK, I get that you’re shocked. My takes are usually air-tight, my 
reasoning impeccable. If you’ve ever scrolled down to the comments 
section of one of my pieces, you know that it’s typically just hundreds of 
readers posting identical replies of “Yep, nailed it completely.” Call me 
Tage Thompson, because they thought my success rate was 
unsustainable, and then I got better. 

Except, not always. And that means that every now and then, I need to 
eat some crow. I had an appetizer last week, when my podcast pals dug 
up a September clip of me saying that the only hope the Devils had was 
if they responded well to Andrew Brunette after the inevitable early firing 
of Lindy Ruff. That, uh, has not happened yet. It’s still early, and the 
Devils could lose their next 55 games to drop back down to .500, but I’m 
going to go ahead and pencil that one in as a missed call. 

But it may not be my biggest whiff of the season, because I was also 
completely wrong about the Seattle Kraken. That would be the team that 
just had a seven-game win streak and currently sits at 15-6-3, good for 
second in the Western Conference. All that in just their second year in 
the league, despite being just one season removed from an abysmal 
30th-place showing. 

I did not see this coming. I’m guessing you didn’t either. I’m not sure I 
can remember seeing any preseason picks that had the Kraken making 
the playoffs, let alone pushing for the division lead. In my annual 
prediction contest, 669 of you named Seattle as a team that had no 
chance of making the playoffs, which was more picks than the Sabres, 
Senators and Blue Jackets combined. Three times as many of you 
thought the Kraken missing the playoffs was a sure thing as picked the 
Ducks, and they’re dead last right now. 

So I know I’m not alone. But I can only be accountable for myself, so let’s 
do this. Ten ways I was wrong about the Kraken, at least so far. 

1. I thought they’d be bad. Like, really bad. 

We’ll start with the most obvious miss, which is also the most important. 
When I made my preseason picks, dropping each team into a division 
based on my expectations for the 2022-23 season, I had the Kraken in 
with the bottom feeders, meaning they’d be among the eight worst teams 
in the league. Honestly, if I’d had to get more specific, I probably would 
have said bottom five. 

New: It's time for my annual attempt to figure out every NHL team. 

From the bottom-feeders to the middle-of-the-pack to the true 
contenders, and the eight teams I just can't figure out. 

Plus every team's offseason in six words. 

I did acknowledge that they’d added a few talented pieces like Andre 
Burakovsky and Oliver Bjorkstrand, and that they’d be better than they 
had been in Year 1. But then I cut to the chase, writing that “this is still an 
expansion team in the traditional sense, which is to say they’re bad.” It’s 
fair to say that hasn’t held up so far. 

2. I figured their only path to major improvement was Philipp Grubauer 

My one hedge when it came to writing off the Kraken was that the 
starting goaltending could be significantly better. In fairness, that’s my 
hedge on pretty much every team, but in this case it felt plausible. Philipp 
Grubauer had been very good in Washington and Colorado, including 
being a Vezina finalist in 2021. He’d stunk in Seattle in Year 1, but stuff 
happens, especially when you have a completely new team trying to gel 
in front of you. I held out the possibility that the old Grubauer could 
reappear, and that would save the Kraken. It would have to, since the 
backup was Martin Jones, and … 

3. I had no faith at all in Martin Jones 

The original plan had been for Grubauer to form a two-headed monster 
with Chris Driedger, but injuries scrapped that plan. That led to the 
Kraken signing Jones to a one-year discount deal. It made sense as 
insurance, as Jones is a veteran with 400 games on his resume. But he 
hadn’t posted a save percentage over .900 since 2017-18, so if he was 
asked to play more than a handful of games it would mean that the 
Kraken were in big trouble. They needed Grubauer to be good. 

Well, we’re nearly a third of the way into the season, and Grubauer 
hasn’t been good. If anything, he’s been worse, posting an .868 save 
percentage and a 3.40 goals-against average that would feel right at 
home in the early 90s. He’s also been hurt, missing almost all of 
November. That has meant that Jones has had to step in, starting 17 
games. And he’s been … OK? He’s been fine. He still can’t get that save 
percentage up to .900, but he’s been adequate. That shouldn’t be 
anywhere near enough for a second-year team, but somehow it has 
been, because … 

4. I never saw the offense coming 

If you’d pressed me to keep coming up with scenarios where the Kraken 
would succeed, I’d have fallen back on the old pre-Vegas expansion 
team standby: Grind it out, wear teams down, and try to win 2-1. It’s the 
Bettman-era NHL, after all, where everyone wants to be boring and a 6-5 
win gets you bag-skated. Even teams that are stocked with offensive 
talent still insist on playing a defense-first style, so an expansion team 
would have no choice but to focus on low-event hockey and hope the 
bounces went their way. 

Instead, the Kraken are playing firewagon hockey. They rank near the 
top of the league in goals scored, with three lines that can be dangerous 
and a power play that makes teams pay. Burakovsky has been huge, 
Matty Beniers looks like a stud, and you now remember that they have 
Jordan Eberle. 

Can it continue? I don’t see how it could, because this team doesn’t have 
the talent to shoot around 13 percent all year. But as we’ve already 
established, sometimes I’m wrong. 

5. I did not see them winning any games 9-8 

OK, nobody did. I just need to mention this game. 

Come on. If you were playing a video game and that happened, how 
many times would you have to pause and go check the setting to see 
what you’d screwed up? Games like that just aren’t a part of the modern 
NHL. 

It’s not like the Kraken scored nine against some basement-dweller. The 
Kings are a playoff team, one known for keeping the puck out of their 
own net. But the Kraken went into the Kings’ own building and beat them 
so bad that they waived their $5 million goalie the next day. 

That game was wild and we may not see another like it for a decade, but 
it wasn’t a total outlier. The Kraken have also had an 8-5 win over the 
Sharks, and have already had five games this year that finished 5-4. If 
you watch a Kraken game, somebody’s scoring. 

Also, they’ve had seven overtime games but none of them have gone to 
the shootout. I think I might love these guys. 

6. I really thought Shane Wright was going to be a factor 
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Let’s take a quick detour to one of the few ways I was too positive about 
the Kraken. 

I was at the draft in Montreal, when the Canadiens swerved us by 
passing on Wright (to one of the great crowd reactions of all time). I was 
stunned when he kept falling, all the way down to fourth. And I figured 
that once the shock wore off, it would be just about the perfect situation 
for him — a chance to go to a relatively low-pressure environment and 
develop on a team without any playoff hopes. He wouldn’t even have to 
be the team’s top rookie, with Matty Beniers leading the way. 

I was right about Beniers being good, just like everyone else was, but the 
rest of that paragraph turned out to be wrong. The Wright drama has 
been an ongoing story, with the rookie getting scratched often and barely 
seeing the ice when he did play. I don’t know how many points I had him 
penciled in for by December, but I’m pretty sure it was more than one. 

Maybe it all works out. Wright should play for Team Canada at the world 
juniors, and could rediscover his game there. It’s worth pointing out that 
Wright is at least saying all the right things about being on board with the 
plan. If you’re a Kraken fan, you could even spin this as a positive — if 
they’re this good without their top pick contributing, imagine what they 
could do when his NHL game starts to click. 

7. I wasn’t sold on the Ron Francis plan 

I had a ton of respect for Francis as a player, and I thought he did 
reasonably well as a GM under strange circumstances in Carolina. But I 
was underwhelmed by his early work in Seattle, especially the almost 
total lack of trading around the expansion draft. And while I kept hearing 
talk of how the Kraken’s best asset was all the cap space they had to 
weaponize, I wasn’t seeing it actually happening. That led to more than a 
few sideswipes taken at the Seattle GM. 

So far, it’s looking like he knew what he was doing. That cap space got 
him his leading scorer in Burakovsky as a UFA, Justin Schultz has been 
a nice add, and Bjorkstrand’s been fine given he cost them next to 
nothing. More importantly, the slow-but-steady approach that I criticized 
as being too slow without enough steady seems to have been the right 
plan after all. 

Is it possible that a sportswriter sitting on his couch doesn’t know quite as 
much about running a team as an NHL GM does? I’m not willing to go 
that far, but I’ll concede it’s at least possible. 

8. I thought Dave Hakstol was the wrong coach 

I wasn’t impressed with Hakstol’s stint in Philadelphia, and didn’t see 
anything from his time as an assistant in Toronto to make me think he 
deserved another head-coaching job. When Francis chose him as the 
Kraken’s first coach, I didn’t see the fit, and after last year’s disaster I 
wondered if Hakstol would even make it through the end of Year 2. 

At this point, I think it’s safe to say he will. He may even get some Jack 
Adams love. We focus on wins and losses, but Hakstol has the Kraken 
playing a fundamentally sound game, above break-even on the key 
percentages. The power play has been good, the Kraken usually start on 
time, and they’ve been disciplined enough to rank near the bottom of the 
league in penalties taken. 

One glaring exception: The penalty kill stinks, but it’s so bad that it almost 
has to improve just by regression. And it’s not hurting them as much as it 
could because they stay out of the box. 

9. I’m still not completely sold that any of this continues 

I won’t dwell on this one, but I do have to mention it. I was far too 
pessimistic about the Kraken heading into the season, so let’s 
acknowledge the possibility that I’m now over-correcting and getting too 
excited about a start that can’t last. That shooting percentage just doesn’t 
seem likely to last. The schedule has been relatively manageable so far, 
with only a handful of games against top contenders. By contrast, they 
get the Panthers, Lightning and Hurricanes on the road over the next 
week or so. And it’s hard to win in this league without at least average 
goaltending, so they need to figure something out there. 

Add it all up, and it’s possible this early success is less like the 2018-19 
Islanders announcing their arrival as contenders and more like last year’s 
Ducks, who were leading the Pacific in January before collapsing. Maybe 
I get to write another “I was wrong” piece in a few months, only this time 
from the other side of the coin. But I don’t want to think about that, 
because of this last point … 

10. I didn’t realize they’d be this wildly fun and likable 

Again, expansion teams that win are supposed to have to be boring to do 
it. Not these guys. The 9-8 win over the Kings was the NHL’s game of the 
year. Beniers is fun. John Forslund is fun — come on, if you didn’t like 
“the pepperpot on the spot” then something is wrong with you. The 
Wright drama was intriguing in its own way. Heck, below-average 
goaltending is fun, at least if you don’t care who wins. If you sit down in 
front of your TV and have to figure out which team to watch on a given 
night, the Kraken are a great pick. 

But more than that, this is an out-of-nowhere success story from a 
franchise with no real history that you can resent, even though that’s 
what hockey fans love to do. Sure, maybe you roll your eyes at an 
expansion team being this good this soon, but unlike the Golden Knights, 
the Kraken at least paid their dues for a season first. 

If there’s a more bandwagonable team in the league right now, I’m not 
sure who it is. And I’m never wrong about this stuff. 
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NHL99: Mike Modano set a new standard for U.S.-born players, with 
grace and floppy-jersey flair 

 

Michael Russo 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

When hockey fans remember Mike Modano, they think of the smile and 
sparkling teeth, the early Duran Duran haircut, the youthful charisma, the 
“Mighty Ducks” cameo, the ability to do everything at top speed and, of 
course, the trademark flopping of the back of his jersey as he zipped up 
ice during his lengthy Minnesota North Stars and Dallas Stars career. 

“I always tell him he added fabric on the back of his shirt so it looked like 
a cape,” says Bill Guerin, Modano’s friend of 23 years and former 
teammate on Dallas and in six international tournaments, including three 
Olympic Games wearing the red, white and blue. “I always give him s— 
about it, but that was part of the Mike Modano mystique.” 

When Jamie Langenbrunner thinks of his former Stars teammate, 
somebody he idolized while growing up on the Iron Range of Minnesota 
despite being only five years younger, he thinks of a scene inside the 
Marine Midland Arena visitors locker room in Buffalo, in the wee hours of 
the morning of June 20, 1999. 

An hour earlier, Modano had assisted on Brett Hull’s triple-overtime, 
Stanley Cup-clinching goal, leaping into Hull’s arms and embracing him 
with the broken left wrist he had played with for four games. 

In the locker room, after showering in beer and champagne and before 
the media interrupted their celebration, the Stars had a few minutes to 
themselves to go around the room to say how they were feeling, what 
that moment meant to them. 
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It got around to Modano, and he was too choked up to speak. 

“There’s always a picture of Mo that I have in my head of him, in the 
locker room, hugging the Cup, in tears,” Langenbrunner says. “I think it 
was a release of the pressure that he had been under since he had 
joined the league.” 

When Modano was picked first in the 1988 draft, he immediately became 
the player the North Stars would build around. They made a surprise run 
to the Stanley Cup Final in 1991 and, next thing you know, two years 
later were uprooted to Dallas. Modano was the fresh face that Dallas 
marketed to sell tickets. He was their best player, a lightning-fast, exciting 
star who would put pucks in the net and butts in the seats. 

“Outside, people always thought of him as this offensive superstar and 
figured that’s what was most important to him, but the reality was it was 
winning,” Langenbrunner says. “It was about the team. As much as he 
was the face and the famous guy on the Stars, he was really all about the 
team. 

“I was a young kid coming in there, and he just took care of you. And him 
hugging that Cup, him crying, it confirmed everything I ever thought 
about him.” 

Ken Hitchcock, the Stars coach at the time, was taken by the same 
quality. 

This was a soft-spoken, shy guy with, as Hitchcock says, a “guarded 
personality.” 

“You never knew how much things meant to him, truthfully,” Hitchcock 
says. “And then when we won the Cup, to see it all come out like that, to 
see a grown man that emotional, to see him break down, to be that 
grateful, yeah … that was really special. 

“His emotion really came out, and it said everything about him. He felt the 
pressure of an entire organization, of an entire market, and he was finally 
able to exhale.” 

Modano, 52, now lives in Scottsdale, Ariz., with his wife, Allison, and four 
children. He serves as an adviser to Guerin and the Wild on business 
and hockey ops. He says he doesn’t remember a lot about his playing 
career. He’s always amazed by the details old teammates and coaches 
recall. 

But that moment, with the Cup in that locker room in Buffalo? That’s still 
with him. 

“It was just … God, it’s just really tough to put into words,” Modano says. 
“A ton of relief, a ton of the weight of the world off your shoulders. I think 
being through what I did from the start, with being drafted there, meant a 
lot — that I could give back to what the team was expecting from me and 
what they thought I was capable of. 

“I was dying there for about two hours afterward, and no one really knew 
what to say or how to console me because I was just losing it.” 

It was a signature moment for a player who, in the mind of those who 
played with and against him, is still the best American-born NHLer in 
history, though as Guerin says, “Kaner’s giving him a run for his money.” 

Patrick Kane is still 174 points behind Modano’s record for American 
players of 1,374 points, collected in 1,499 regular-season games. 
Modano’s 561 goals also rank first, his 813 assists second. He scored 20 
or more goals 16 times, 30 or more nine times and had another 58 goals 
and 146 points in 176 playoff games — the most playoff points by a U.S.-
born player. He played in eight All-Star Games and represented the 
United States at the Winter Olympics in 1998, 2002 (taking home a silver 
medal) and 2006. He participated in the 1991 Canada Cup, where he 
captured the silver medal, as well as, on two occasions, the World Cup of 
Hockey (1996 and 2004), helping lead the Americans to gold in 1996. 

He was a model for a generation of young American players, a Hall of 
Famer, and as picked by The Athletic’s NHL99 project, the 51st-best 
player in the league’s modern era. 

Kane didn’t get to see Modano play much growing up in Buffalo, but he 
remembers him for “the flair, the way he skated, how fast he was, the 
way his jersey kind of flapped behind him when he was skating.” 

“Anytime you got a chance to watch him, he was almost must-watch — 
just the way he skated and the way he controlled the game and how 
effortless he was,” Kane says. 

From Day 1, he was somebody opponents had to be ready for. 

“He was one of the best players in the game,” says longtime NHLer Rod 
Brind’Amour, who now coaches Carolina. “He had that ability, that speed 
and skill, that effortless skating that you were always trying to get a step 
ahead of him because he was going to blow by you if you didn’t. 

“When Mike was out there, you had to know it.” 

In 1987-88, the North Stars won only 19 games. They were the worst 
team in the NHL and were struggling to sell tickets at the Met Center. 

Modano, a native of Michigan, had passed up college opportunities and 
opted to play major junior north of the border. He was coming off a 127-
point season for the Prince Albert Raiders. The North Stars were 
choosing between him and Medicine Hat’s Trevor Linden for the No. 1 
overall pick. 

“We weren’t drawing well, and Modano and Linden were completely 
different as far as charisma and the ability to bring people out of your 
seat,” says Lou Nanne, the North Stars GM at the time. “I said to (owner) 
Gordon (Gund): ‘We’ve got to sell tickets, and Modano is more that type 
of player that can help us do that. He’s magnetic.'” 

Nanne arranged to fly Modano and Linden to meet with the North Stars 
brass at the Grand Traverse Hotel in Traverse City, Mich. Linden had an 
endearing personality, while Modano was shy, reserved. At 17 years old, 
he looked like a young teenager. 

“Heck, he looked like he was 7,” Nanne says. “But I was one of the first to 
do these personality tests, and Modano scored every bit as high as 
Linden when it came to leadership. You’d never know it at the time 
because he was quiet, shy, immature.” 

At the end of the weekend, Gund told Nanne that he could give Modano 
and Linden a lift to Detroit on his private jet. Modano was going home, 
and Linden was catching a flight home from the Detroit Airport. Nanne 
knew this could potentially become a stumbling block. 

Sure enough, Gund called Nanne the next morning and wanted to know 
who the North Stars planned to draft. His wife, Lulie, had picked her 
favorite. 

“Lulie really liked Trevor Linden,” Nanne remembers Gund saying. “I 
said, ‘Lulie is going to really hate me then because we’re takin’ Modano.'” 

“Here’s the deal,” Modano says, laughing at the memory. “Trevor was 
sitting next to Gund’s wife, so he had the whole flight to schmooze her. I 
don’t know who I was with, but I was in the back of the plane, so I didn’t 
really have that one-on-one time with Lulie. But I certainly believe that 
now when you’re around a team and organization that the way to the 
owner might be through the wife. 

“If she likes you, she’s going to make sure the owner and her husband 
like you. I thank Lou for sticking up and not falling into that trap.” 

Still, Modano had no clue the North Stars were taking him until Nanne 
walked up to the podium and announced his name at the Montreal Forum 
on June 11, 1988. Personalities be damned, Nanne wanted the offense. 

“His shot, his vision of the ice, his ability to handle the puck, his stick 
handling, his ability to maintain his balance, he wasn’t easy to knock over 
— it was all elite,” Nanne says. 

And once Modano was in the NHL, everyone could see it. 

“I remember I had friends of mine (Pete and Artie Karos) that had season 
tickets right next to me and my wife,” Nanne says. “It was so funny — our 
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team was pretty good, but not out-of-the-park good. We’re playing a 
game, we’re losing by two goals, we get a second-period power play and 
Gainey doesn’t throw Modano on the ice. My friend Pete yells down to 
me, ‘Louie, why the heck is Modano not on the power play?’ I said, ‘I 
don’t know. He coaches the team the way he wants.’ Well, another 
penalty, and now we’re on a five-on-three and Modano’s not put on the 
ice. 

“Pete stands up and says, ‘Louie, we’re leaving. I can’t sit here and 
watch you guys if you’re not putting Modano on a friggin’ five-on-three. 
You can have my tickets.’ 

“And he and his wife stormed out of the arena!” 

Modano wouldn’t leave many fans wanting over the years to come, going 
on to score 123 goals and 309 points in 317 regular-season games over 
four seasons with the North Stars. The team made the playoffs each 
year, and Modano scored eight goals and 20 points during Minnesota’s 
Stanley Cup Final run in 1991. He eventually became the franchise 
record-holder in scores of categories: 

Category Stat Rank 

Games played 

1,459 

1st 

Goals 

557 

1st 

Assists 

802 

1st 

Points 

1,359 

1st 

Plus-minus 

118 

2nd (Lehtinen) 

Even-strength goals 

372 

1st 

Power-play goals 

156 

1st 

Shorthanded goals 

29 

1st 

Game-winning goals 

92 

1st 

Shots 

4,194 

1st 

One particular category is still in dispute by Nanne. Modano holds the 
franchise record for shots by more than 1,500 — but not nearly enough in 
Nanne’s eyes. 

“I remember asking him once after a game: ‘Mike, just answer this 
question honestly: Do you think you can score 50 goals in this league?'” 
Nanne says. “He said, ‘Yes.’ I said: ‘Then why don’t you shoot the puck? 
Do me a favor: Shoot the f—ing puck!’ He laughed, but he could have 
scored way more goals. He scored a lot, but he never shot. He passed all 
the time. He passed up good chances.'” 

Years later, Nanne was in Southern California on business, looked in the 
paper, saw Dallas was playing in Anaheim and arranged to have dinner 
with Modano. 

“We sat down and I said, ‘Mike, you still don’t shoot enough,'” Nanne 
says. “Mike just started laughing. He said, ‘I remember. I remember.'” 

His evolution took him in another direction, though, becoming one of his 
generation’s top two-way stars. 

Rick Wilson, Modano’s GM and coach in Prince Albert, came on as an 
assistant in Minnesota and Dallas for 16 years and had one of the 
biggest impacts on his career. Same with Bob Gainey (Stars/North Stars 
coach from 1990 to 1996) and then Hitchcock (1996-2002), who helped 
teach him the value of the defensive side of the puck, how to check and 
how to kill penalties. 

Alex Tanguay, who came into the league with the Avalanche the year 
after Dallas won the Cup, says he hated few things more than going up 
against Modano. 

“I remember we were doing a forecheck my first game against him, and 
you’ve got Modano with his jersey flopping in the back like nobody else 
could, coming 100 miles per hour at me, and I said to (Joe) Sakic on the 
bench, ‘I can’t defend this guy. There’s no way I’m staying with him,'” 
Tanguay says. “He was too big, too fast, too strong. Joe said, ‘Yeah, 
good luck.'” 

It didn’t help that many of the lines Modano played on in Dallas were 
outstanding. One of the best was with Brett Hull and Jere Lehtinen. 
Lehtinen was a coach’s dream, and Hull was tougher than people knew, 
a great goal scorer who could pass the puck. That line could play against 
anyone. 

“I think we were all really surprised by how good of a passer he was, and 
he’ll tell that to anybody,” Modano says. “He always said, ‘I’m one of the 
best passers in the league,’ and he got 700-something goals. But he just 
really added a dynamic. I mean, I would’ve loved to have six, seven, 
eight years with Brett Hull just to see what we could have done. But 
those three alone were probably the best three years I think I had on the 
ice.” 

Modano and Lehtinen also teamed up to become two of the league’s 
best penalty-killers under Hitchcock. 

Hitchcock remembers introducing the idea to Modano. 

“I met with Mo and just told him, ‘I’m going to play the hell out of you, and 
you’re going to kill penalties,'” he says. “And his eyeballs got so big. So 
that was it. I just told him, ‘I’m putting you on the ice and whatever 
happens, happens, but you’re playing all the time, and if you make a 
mistake, you’re coming right on the ice again. So get used to it.’ 

“He knew how much I trusted him. I’m grateful he trusted us. He trusted 
our judgment and he trusted our coaching.” 

It wasn’t the only topic in Modano’s early calls and meetings with 
Hitchcock. 

“We talked about the game, we talked about our team and a lot of what 
he was expecting from me individually,” Modano says. “When your coach 
puts out there what’s expected, it really puts the onus on (the player). 
That was the challenge every night, but we knew going into it what our 
responsibilities would be and what our job was. 
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“When you’re younger and you’re told that by your coach, you’re like, 
‘That just doesn’t sound fun at all.’ … Then after a while, we’re like, 
‘Wow, we’re getting opportunities.’ We were put in all these difficult 
situations and then you had a little bit more pride being the guy taking the 
important faceoffs or killing the big penalty or being out there at the end 
of the game with the lead in your own zone.” 

Of course, Hull, to this day, says Modano would have ended his career 
with 500 more points had he played in a different system. 

“It’s hard to say, but looking back at it, I wouldn’t have changed a thing,” 
Modano says. “I think we had so much success and our consistency was 
a lot because of how we were asked to play. If we didn’t play the way we 
did, we wouldn’t have won as many games as we did.” 

Guerin remembers first meeting Modano, at the 1989 World Junior 
Championship in Anchorage, Alaska. 

“I knew he was picked first overall, but we’re around the rink and I 
couldn’t believe that everybody knew he was,” Guerin says. “He was a 
star. People were asking for his autograph. They’re taking pictures of 
him. I’m like, ‘Who the f— is this guy?’ And then we go out for practice, 
and I remember passing a puck back and forth with him after practice, 
and he’s throwing these like five-foot saucer passes. And they’re landing 
on my stick and I’m like, ‘What are you doing?’ 

“He goes, ‘It’s a saucer pass.’ He was teaching me how to do a saucer 
pass! I’m like, ‘You really pass the puck like that?’ It was just incredible. 
They put me on a line with him and John LeClair. Johnny was already in 
college. I couldn’t keep up. I was out of my mind. I was like, ‘These guys 
are too good.’ And they soon took me off the line. 

“But I couldn’t believe how good Mike was at a young age. I mean, he 
was just awesome.” 

First impressions or lasting impressions, most were similar. Guerin says 
that from his generation of U.S-born players, especially those who played 
internationally with Modano, he thinks everyone views Modano as the 
best American player of all time. 

Adds Langenbrunner: “He was the face of the franchise there in Dallas, 
and the pressure that went along with that at the time was astronomical. 
He really turned us into a championship-level team. I feel privileged that I 
got to watch the transition of his game from … high-flying, offensive 
player to the player you saw in the late 90s — a two-way, determined 
player that plays in a Cup Final with a broken wrist and cast on his hand. 

“It’s a guy that I don’t think gets credit enough for his two-way ability as a 
player. Obviously, Hitch and Gainey would’ve been the ones that pushed 
it, but it still comes down to the player accepting that. There’s plenty of 
players that have been asked to that refuse, but Mike’s willingness to 
accept that winning was more important than his individual point totals is 
quite impressive.” 

Now, Brind’Amour says, make no mistake, “He was worried about 
scoring goals. Let’s be real. And he did a lot of (scoring), but he never 
shied away from his defensive responsibility.” 

Modano was already a folk hero to many young Americans for his 
“Mighty Ducks” cameo with teammate Basil McRae. For the record, 
Modano, while filming the scene at the old Met Center during the 1992 
players strike, was scripted as North Stars Player No. 2 and delivered the 
line, “Oh, yeah? I heard you were a farmer,” to perfection. 

“If you ask Kaner and Pav (Joe Pavelski) and (T.J.) Oshie, me included, 
we all loved watching Mo,” Langenbrunner says. “He was in our favorite 
hockey movie, and then we got to watch his jersey flopping in the wind as 
he skates it up ice. There’s not many guys that had that glide to their 
skating. The gracefulness that he had, you just knew it was him just by 
the way his jersey was moving on the ice. Didn’t even need to see the 
No. 9.” 

Modano is proud of his career. He tries not to think about it often as he 
golfs with his wife and friends, as he parents his children. But there are 

times, especially when he scouts for the Wild, that he can’t help taking a 
trip down memory lane. 

How he was this little mischievous kid who couldn’t keep still and was 
always getting into trouble until he found hockey. How he learned so 
much playing for the Little Caesars youth hockey powerhouse in 
Michigan. (“We were like the Yankees, in terms of talent and money.”) 
How he had the guts to play Canadian junior. 

The trip to Traverse City and being selected over Linden. Playing at the 
Met Center with guys like Neal Broten and Bobby Smith. The relocation 
to Dallas and becoming the face of the Stars, first at Reunion Arena, then 
American Airlines Center. There were tough moments, like losing in the 
Cup Final; weird moments, like paramedics dropping the stretcher he 
was strapped to at Madison Square Garden; and incredible moments, 
like that Stanley Cup embrace in 1999. 

“There’s moments when I have a quiet second, maybe I’m watching a 
game or something, that I just reflect back and just think about what that 
whole career entailed and how it played out,” Modano says. “Just the 
different decisions that were made by myself or organizations and stuff 
like that. And at the end, how fast it just went. 

“You try to explain that to guys when they’re starting: ‘This thing’s going 
to go by as quick as you can think.’ Everybody told me that when I first 
got there in Minnesota — Neal and Bobby Smith and Mike Gartner, Larry 
Murphy 

“It is true. You’re going to feel like it’s 10 years in a blink of an eye. I 
mean, it was really unbelievable. But on a personal side, with all that 
happened, I was fortunate enough to stay healthy and be around some 
good players for a good long time and have some good coaches and 
play on good teams. It really was way more than I would have ever 
imagined.” 

Modano’s rankings amongst U.S.-born players 

Category Number Ranks 

Goals 

561 

1 

Assists 

813 

2 

Points 

1,374 

1 

Games 

1,499 

3 

Even-strength goals 

375 

1 

Power-play goals 

157 

3 (tie) 

Shorthanded goals 

29 

2 
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Game-winning goals 

92 

1 (tie) 

Overtime goals 

9 

5 (tie) 

Shots 

4,273 

1 

Faceoff wins 

8,749 

4 

(Through 12-5-22) 
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Cale Makar, the ‘one of a kind’ Avalanche superstar: Our NHL Person of 
the Year 

 

Peter Baugh 

 

In December, The Athletic will be highlighting the coaches, athletes and 
other figures who made the biggest impact in the U.S. sports we cover, 
as well as in the fields of sports business, media and culture. Next up in 
the series is our honoree in the NHL: Cale Makar, the young Colorado 
Avalanche defenseman who lit up the scoresheet en route to the Norris 
and Conn Smythe trophies for the Stanley Cup champions. The full 
schedule is here. 

Cale Makar didn’t need much time to make arguably the most enduring 
play of his historic 2022 calendar year. On Jan. 4, with the Avalanche in 
Chicago, he seized the puck in overtime during a game against the 
Blackhawks and carried it behind the opposing net. Kirby Dach defended 
the Colorado defenseman as he wandered up the boards. 

Then, just as Makar passed the faceoff circle, he halted for a millisecond 
and turned toward the net. Dach’s momentum kept him going in the other 
direction. Makar, somehow, had created a path to the net out of nothing. 
Only Marc-Andre Fleury, one of the greatest goalies of the era, stood 
between him and a game-winning goal. Approaching from Fleury’s right, 
Makar moved the puck from his forehand to his backhand, then to his 
forehand, then back to his backhand once more. Finally, he saw an angle 
and lifted the puck over Fleury and into the net for the game-winner. 

Aside from sometimes throwing his hands into the air, Makar doesn’t 
normally celebrate goals. But this one was different. He knew it, the 
Avalanche knew it, the Blackhawks knew it, and everyone watching in 
the arena and at home knew it. This was a play that blended elite speed, 
edge work and stick-handling. Few players in the world, if any, could pull 
it off. 

So filled with adrenaline, Makar glided on a knee and uppercut the air in 
celebration, a smile bursting on his face as teammates skated his way. 

UN FREAKING REAL 

IT’S CALE MAKARRRRRR#GoAvsGo pic.twitter.com/AwmBwox5OV 

— Colorado Avalanche (@Avalanche) January 5, 2022 

“It’s going to be all over NHL Network tomorrow,” then-Blackhawks 
defenseman Calvin de Haan said in defeat after the game. 

de Haan was correct. The Colorado defenseman’s goal against Fleury 
was Makar’s most replayed highlight in a year full of them. He finished 
the 2021-22 regular season with 28 goals, tied for the third-most by an 
NHL defenseman since 1992-93. That total, along with his 58 assists, 
strong defensive play and elite underlying numbers, led to the then-23-
year-old winning the Norris Trophy as the league’s top defenseman. 

That set the stage for the playoffs, during which Makar solidified himself 
as one of the faces of the NHL, as he won the Conn Smythe Trophy for 
playoff MVP and Colorado won the Stanley Cup for the first time since 
2001. Makar’s distinct skillset and historic results are the reason he’s The 
Athletic’s NHL Person of the Year for 2022. 

“I don’t think anyone in the world has the same potential as Makar,” 
Dallas Stars coach Pete DeBoer said. “That’s just reality.” 

He’s doing things on the ice unlike anyone else and, having only just 
turned 24 in October, he might still be improving. 

Makar, picked No. 4 overall in the 2017 draft, debuted in the 2019 
playoffs, just two days after playing in the NCAA championship game 
with UMass, and scored in the first period. After the game, the late 
Avalanche broadcaster Peter McNab, who played 955 NHL games, 
approached Gary Makar, Cale’s dad. 

“Your kid’s gonna do just fine in this league,” he said. 

McNab was correct. Since then, Makar has left some of the sport’s all-
time great defensemen in awe. Nicklas Lidstrom praised his ability to 
read plays. Chris Pronger called his hockey sense “elite.” Ray Bourque 
said he’ll be up for the Norris Trophy for years to come. 

“Once he wins it once, he’s going to be holding onto that thing for a little 
while,” Bourque said before the start of the 2022 Stanley Cup Final, in 
which the Avalanche beat the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Makar’s contemporaries hold him in similarly high regard. He is the face 
of the young group of star NHL defensemen that includes Dallas’ Miro 
Heiskanen, the Rangers’ Adam Fox and Vancouver’s Quinn Hughes. 

“These young kids are so skilled,” said Carolina’s Jaccob Slavin, who is 
from Colorado and has twice finished in the top 10 of Norris voting. “Then 
(they’re) also incredible skaters. The game is super fast now, so they’ve 
got to be able to skate.” 

Hughes remembers first hearing about Makar when he was 16. The 
Canucks defenseman, then at the United States National Team 
Development Program in Michigan, was living with Keith Tkachuk, who 
was scouting for the Blues. Tkachuk brought up Makar over dinner, 
mentioning there was “a really good defenseman” in the Alberta Junior 
Hockey League. Not long after that conversation, Hughes played against 
Makar at the 2018 World Junior Championship, during which Makar 
logged eight points in seven games. 

“I just like how he attacks the game,” Hughes said. “He looks like he’s so 
hungry and doesn’t take a shift off. He’s so elusive.” 

“He’s a one-man breakout,” added Nashville’s Ryan McDonagh, who 
played against Makar while with Tampa Bay in the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Final. 

Makar’s skating ability and explosiveness off both the inside and outside 
edges of his skate blades lead to that elusiveness, and he’s also got 
strong hip mobility, which allows him to change his direction quickly. 
That’s valuable defensively when going up against strong-skating 
forwards, as well as when getting involved in offensive play. 

“He jumps in at any moment,” said Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau, who 
is in his 16th season as an NHL head coach. “He sees the ice so well, 
not necessarily making passes but where to jump in. If he was a wide 
receiver, he’d really know where to go through his routes.” 
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Makar contributed immensely to the Avalanche having the best 2021-22 
regular-season record in the Western Conference — and second-best 
record in the NHL — and his playoff run, en route to the Conn Smythe 
Trophy, was one for the ages. He had three goals — including an 
overtime winner — and seven assists in Colorado’s first-round sweep 
against Nashville, logging more points (10) than the Predators’ entire 
roster had goals (nine). In Game 4 against Edmonton in the Western 
Conference final, Makar tallied five points, including an assist on Artturi 
Lehkonen’s overtime winner that sent Colorado to the Stanley Cup Final. 

“We’re lucky,” teammate Erik Johnson said afterwards, “because we’re 
watching greatness.” 

That greatness continued against the Lightning in the Stanley Cup Final. 
Makar scored both a short-handed and power-play goal in the third 
period of a Game 2 win, and he played nearly 35 minutes in Colorado’s 
Game 4 victory. Not bad for a player who, only a few years earlier, would 
run out of gas during back-to-back games as a UMass freshman. 

With seven points in the Tampa Bay series, Makar finished the playoffs 
with 29 points in 20 games. His 1.45 points per game was the highest 
rate by a defenseman in a single playoffs since Hall of Famer Brian 
Leetch in 1994. 

The Game Score Value Added model from The Athletic’s Dom 
Luszczyszyn valued Makar at 1.61 wins in the 2022 postseason, which is 
the best mark of any defenseman since 2007-08, the first year for which 
the model has data. He became the third defenseman ever to have a 
Conn Smythe, Norris, Calder and Stanley Cup on his resume, joining 
Leetch and Bobby Orr, who tweeted out his congratulations after the 
Avalance clinched the title in Game 6. 

Congratulations @Cmakar8 for a wonderful season! I couldn’t be happier 
for you and all your teammates @Avalanche 

— Real Bobby Orr (@RealBobbyOrr) June 27, 2022 

The fact that Makar has achieved all that is incredible. The fact that he 
did it all before his 24th birthday made it more so. And the milestones 
have continued in the 2022-23 season. With a goal during a Nov. 22 
game against the Stars, he became the fastest NHL defenseman to 
reach 200 career points, beating Sergei Zubov’s mark by 12 games. 

“If he gets a step, he’s in on the offense, in the offensive zone,” Devils 
coach Lindy Ruff said. 

“He controls the game,” Vancouver defenseman Luke Schenn said. “He’s 
as good as it gets.” 

Hughes mentioned that younger players seem to be entering the league 
with more skill, which is perhaps leading to a gradual shift in how 
defensemen play. That doesn’t mean there’s no longer room for people 
who play the position more traditionally, though. 

“There are still defensemen that aren’t skilled that are effective,” Slavin 
said. “And then there are defensemen that are like (Makar).” 

He paused for a moment. 

“I mean, not like him,” he continued. “He’s one of a kind.” 

The Athletic's Sportspersons of the Year: The athletes and coaches who 
defined 2022 
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ESPN / Jason Robertson's star rise, trade talk and other NHL rumblings 

 

Emily Kaplan 

 

Welcome to December in the NHL, where parity reigns more than ever 
and no lead is safe. And while I've heard plenty of theories on why -- 
defense taking a backseat, special teams mattering more, a rash of 
injuries, the rebuilding teams improving faster than expected -- do we 
really care to figure out why? It's been a thrilling season on the ice, and 
the game arguably has never been in a better place. 

Off the ice, things have been a bit quieter for now. But storylines should 
ramp up by the end of the month following the holiday freeze. In the 
meantime, here's the buzz I'm hearing about teams, trades, hot seats, 
injuries and more. 

Let's begin with one of the buzziest players in the league at the quarter 
mark: 

Dallas Stars GM Jim Nill has long known Jason Robertson had star 
potential. But even the GM admits: He didn't know the 23-year-old would 
be this dominant this soon. "We knew he was a good player, but what 
he's doing right now is very special," Nill told ESPN on Friday. "He's 
taking it to the next level." 

Riding an 18-game point streak into Tuesday's game against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs (8:30 p.m. ET, ESPN+/Hulu), Robertson is leading the 
league with 23 goals and has a legitimate shot at MVP. He's turning into 
appointment television. As the hype train rolls on, Nill can pinpoint the 
exact reason for Robertson's success. 

"He's so committed to getting himself better," Nill said. "He has a special 
gift. He has great hockey sense, great hands, great puck skills. But he 
simply doesn't stop working. He works all the time." 

Rewind to late August when I visited Robertson at his offseason home 
outside of Detroit to film a video feature, which airs on "The Point" on 
Tuesday (6 p.m ET, ESPN2). It was amid Robertson's prolonged contract 
negotiations with the Stars, which bled into the preseason (he eventually 
signed a four-year, $31 million deal). 

Robertson told us if we wanted to experience an authentic summer day 
with him, we'd have to show up early. He typically arrived at the rink 
before the sun came up, getting his first skating session in at 6 a.m. A 
week prior, the Red Hot Chili Peppers were playing at Comerica Park. As 
a rock fan, Robertson wanted to go -- but decided against it. He knew if 
he stayed out late, it would mess up his skating session the next 
morning. 

The work ethic was instilled by his family. Robertson's mother, Mercedes, 
was born in the Philippines and moved to the U.S. when she was three. 
His father, Hugh, is a lawyer. 

"My mom always told me, 'Filipino culture is about hard work and family,'" 
Robertson said. "Growing up, that's pretty much what our lifestyle was." 

The Robertsons built a synthetic rink in their backyard in California so the 
kids could get more ice time -- until neighbors complained to the 
homeowner association, and they had to take it down. When Jason was 
10, his family pulled him and his brother Nick (now a forward with the 
Maple Leafs) out of school and relocated them to Michigan, where there 
were more competitive hockey opportunities. They were homeschooled, 
which brought the brothers even closer. 

The Stars saw Robertson's work ethic come through as soon as he went 
pro. He slipped to the second round of the 2017 draft, mostly because of 
questions about his skating. He kept that work ethic in the AHL, working 
closely with Rich Peverley on the Stars development staff. And after 
Robertson went through the entire 2020 playoff bubble as a Black Ace -- 
spending 66 days in Edmonton without getting a single minute of game 
action -- Peverley found a team in Europe where Robertson could get 
some playing time. Robertson respectfully declined; he believed what 
was best for him was going to Michigan to work on getting faster and 
stronger. He returned to Dallas the next season, and was the runner-up 
for the Calder Trophy, with Kirill Kaprizov taking home the honor. 

As for why it's all clicked for him in the NHL? Robertson credits his 
teammates and the organization for giving him space to find his game. 
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"When you're a skill player, and you do things that skill players do, and it 
doesn't work, you can't lose that confidence or ability to say, 'OK I'm 
going to try again because it will work out in the end,'" Robertson said. 
"I'm fortunate that the coaching staff allowed me to do that, they were 
pretty open with me trying things, knowing the type of player I am. And 
my teammates are great at keeping me honest. That allowed me to keep 
trying things, and stay persistent, until I could find my own momentum." 

THE STARS HAVE exceeded expectations early, leading the competitive 
Central Division. Most importantly in the big picture: They successfully 
staved off a rebuild. There was a time it felt inevitable, given Dallas had 
nearly $20 million in salary cap space devoted to two players (Jamie 
Benn and Tyler Seguin) who appeared to be regressing. 

Instead, it's been a retool on the fly. 

"In this business, we're all greedy," Nill said. "I don't want to go through 
the highs and lows. But we're fortunate here, I think we got through our 
dip. We were able to be patient, not overreact to things, and right now we 
feel like we're in good shape." 

The Stars wouldn't be this well-positioned if they didn't hit on so many 
draft picks over the last several years. They've seamlessly transitioned to 
a new core, including 2015 second-rounder Roope Hintz (who just signed 
an eight-year, $67.6 million extension last week) plus Miro Heiskanen, 
Jake Oettinger and Robertson, all drafted in 2017. Nill is also giddy about 
their AHL depth, citing a handful of players "on the cusp" of breaking 
through in the NHL. 

Nill cautions you never know how long a player's development path will 
take, adding that the pandemic messed up some timelines. So what 
we're seeing now is a confluence of good drafting, good development 
and good timing. 

But the 2022-23 Stars would not be seeing this success without the 
resurgence of their highest paid veterans, specifically Benn, who has 
nearly doubled his point-per-game pace from last season, with 26 points 
and 10 goals in his first 25 games. 

"He's rejuvenated," Nill said. "He changed his training last summer. He 
lost some weight. He was on the ice all summer, less weight, more speed 
training. He knew his game needed to get quicker and faster." 

Nill said Benn is enjoying the assignment of playing with younger players 
like Wyatt Johnson and Ty Dellandrea. 

"He's still the old Jamie Benn," Nill said. "He plays a physical game, and 
the way he plays he's fighting his way the whole time. There's not a lot of 
players like that in today's game." 

Seguin is also looking better -- which Nill credits to time and patience 
following the 30-year-old's double hip surgery following the 2020 bubble. 

"I don't think people understand how hard it can be on the player," Nill 
said. "People think, you have surgery, you're better now. But it really 
takes a year, year and a half to get you back to where you are. So right 
now, we're reaping the rewards." 

Latest on coaches 

There haven't been any coaching changes this season, but there are a 
few situations to monitor. 

It's an important few games coming up for the New York Rangers, who 
find themselves at a pressure point. Monday night was a key come from 
behind win against the Blues, and if the Rangers keep it up, all will be 
well. But I've been told that Rangers owner Jim Dolan has been paying 
close attention to Gerard Gallant recently. According to sources, Dolan 
wants Gallant to take more accountability for the team's recent swoon. 
While it seems crazy to fire a coach this soon after a trip to the 
conference finals, such is life in professional sports and specifically the 
New York market. 

The Vancouver Canucks had explored options to replace Bruce 
Boudreau last month, then the team started to win again. But his tenure 

in Vancouver is hanging on by a thread. Boudreau is in the last year of 
the deal and the expectation is that there will be a new coach in 
Vancouver next season, no matter how this one shakes out. 

And while the Ottawa Senators under D.J. Smith have underachieved so 
far, it would be surprising to see a change before the new ownership 
group takes over. 

Trade market slow to pick up 

Things have been relatively slow on the trade front; typically we get at 
least one or two transactions by Thanksgiving. Talks are expected to 
heat up around the league after the holiday freeze around Christmas, 
though we are starting to get a clearer picture of what teams and players 
could be in play. 

Defenseman Jakob Chychrun is the big name, but the Arizona Coyotes 
have maintained a high asking price; it's greater than the first-round pick, 
two second-round picks and two players that the Anaheim Ducks 
received for Hampus Lindholm last season ahead of the trade deadline. 

The Los Angeles Kings are believed to be in the mix for Chychrun. At the 
same time, they are trying to clear a log jam on the right side of their 
defense. The Maple Leafs are looking to add and the priority is defense 
given how banged up their blue line is. The Calgary Flames could 
aggressively add, and always keep an eye on the Tampa Bay Lightning 
for making a sneaky splash. 

The Florida Panthers have been so pressed for cap space they've been 
unable most nights to dress a full 23-man roster. While it was initially 
pressing to clear space for Anthony Duclair, who could return as soon as 
this month, Patric Hornqvist going on long-term injured reserve buys 
them some time. 

THE TEAMS EXPECTED to unload multiple players with expiring 
contracts at the deadline include the Anaheim Ducks, San Jose Sharks, 
Montreal Canadiens and Chicago Blackhawks. All of those teams, plus 
the Coyotes, could also act as third-party brokers as retaining salary is 
expected to be a big trend once again this season. 

Will Patrick Kane or Jonathan Toews be traded at the deadline? 
Blackhawks CEO Danny Wirtz has made it clear to both players that their 
numbers will be retired one day and has promised them that the 
organization would treat them with respect through the process. So the 
ball is in their court. GM Kyle Davidson is waiting for Kane and Toews, 
who both hold no-movement clauses, to come to him with whatever 
direction they'd like to go; he's not going to push them either way. 

On Kane specifically, I've been told he's not looking to move, but as the 
wheels are expected to come off even more for Chicago on the ice over 
the next month, he's keeping his options open. 

Many in the league are curious how aggressive the New Jersey Devils 
will be considering their blazing hot start. When I saw GM Tom Fitzgerald 
in New Jersey on Monday, he reiterated what he told me earlier in the 
year: He's always looking for ways to improve, but philosophically 
believes a team is built during the summer, not during the season. So 
he's looking for "hockey trades" with the long-term vision in mind. 

The Washington Capitals must remain flexible to clear room for when 
Tom Wilson and Nicklas Backstrom return, which means they're limited in 
how much they'll be able to add. The Columbus Blue Jackets are looking 
to make some moves. With the news that Jakub Voracek is taking time 
away to deal with concussions -- and could potentially be done playing -- 
it's a strong possibility he goes on LTIR. 

Kraken a second season surprise 

One of the biggest surprises is how improved the Seattle Kraken have 
been in their second season. With a seven-game winning streak before 
losing Saturday, they're second in the Pacific Division and top five in 
goals scored per game. Not bad for a team that finished with the NHL's 
third worst record last season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 7, 2022 

 

"We believed our play was better than our record said last season," GM 
Ron Francis told ESPN on Friday. "At the end of the day, your record is 
what it is. But it's no secret we struggled with our goaltending. We didn't 
feel we were giving up as much as the goals were going in. That's 
changed this year. And of course, scoring also helps. We're not a team 
that can rely on a superstar or a guy that can carry us night in and night 
out. But the beauty is we're getting contributions all over the lineup." 

Matty Beniers, Seattle's first draft pick (No. 2 overall in 2021), is maybe 
better than advertised with 10 goals and 21 points in 24 games -- 
including a breakaway overtime winner against the Capitals last week. 
And it helps to have a healthy Jaden Schwartz (limited to 37 games last 
season) and Brandon Tanev (30). 

The Kraken aren't looking for pity for why last season derailed, but there 
are legitimate reasons. A false positive COVID scare before the season 
opener was hardly ideal. As the players and families adjusted to the new 
city, the team had a hard time galvanizing. 

"We had several team-building things planned last year, to try to get to 
know each other," Francis said. "We had to cancel all of them. Every 
single one [because of COVID]. This year we had a normal training 
camp. We were able to get a few golf trips and team dinners in, and that 
certainly helped us feel more like a team." 

FRANCIS SAID THE team will decide over the next month what direction 
they'll go at the trade deadline. But after unloading six players at last 
year's deadline, including captain Mark Giordano, the Kraken may be 
able to pivot this time around if they keep winning. Francis feels great 
about how many draft picks the Kraken have in the coming years, and 
will have to weigh how many assets they're willing to give up to make a 
playoff push this year. 

Max Pacioretty could be Canes' biggest addition 

The Carolina Hurricanes are in decent shape despite a string of early 
injuries -- though they'd be more comfortable if they could consistently 
score more. It's one of the biggest reasons they traded for Pacioretty this 
offseason, who is still rehabbing from Achilles tendon surgery in August. 

There's no timetable for Pacioretty's debut, but he's been ramping up his 
training. Over the last two weeks, the winger has had a cadence of 
skating for two days, then taking a day off. Pacioretty is anxious to play. 
He hasn't had any setbacks and has been feeling good skating. But 
those around him are preaching patience. Red Wings defenseman Mark 
Pysyk also underwent Achilles tendon surgery in July. In one of his first 
practices back in late November, Pysyk reinjured the tendon -- a 
reminder that no matter how good the athlete feels, there's a natural 
healing process that needs to take place. 

The Canes return from a long road trip Dec. 15. Around that time, 
Pacioretty will undergo more X-rays and MRIs, which should provide 
clarity on his timeline. 

The Hurricanes are viewing Pacioretty as their "trade deadline add," but 
that doesn't mean they aren't exploring other options too. When I asked 
GM Don Waddell if his team could be a third party broker at this year's 
deadline, he said, "We'd rather use the cap space with LTI to see if we 
could help our team." Scoring is the team's biggest need. 

An underreported story of the Canes is the emergence of 23-year-old 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, who agreed to a four-year, $8 million extension 
last month. 

"Goaltenders are always risky, but we saw enough from him in the KHL, 
last year in the playoffs and saw there was an opportunity to sign him to 
a long-term deal," Waddell said. "It could fizzle out from our end. If he 
keeps up his play on his end, he may have left money on the table. But at 
the time, both parties were really happy. He's making an NHL salary now, 
which allows him to take care of his family." 

A few shoutouts 

In making calls this week, many sources wanted to share kudos for 
players and coaches having great seasons. 

Let's begin with a team: the Detroit Red Wings. One veteran player in the 
Eastern Conference could not stop gushing about Detroit to me after 
playing them last month. 

"That team is going to be so legit so soon," the player said. "They have 
the talent, they also have the swag. Watch out for them." 

I asked one assistant coach in the Eastern Conference to identify a 
breakout player for the 2022-23 season. He focused on Buffalo. 

"The Sabres also impress me, they're never out of games, they compete 
hard," the coach said. "Tage Thompson is a player that came out of 
nowhere for me -- not a guy I knew a lot about, and all of the sudden he 
looks like a dominant guy in this league. He's showing a lot of versatility 
and creativity. Works hard on every shift. More than just a big body." 

The Sharks have the best penalty kill in the league right now. Give credit 
to assistant coach Ryan Warsofsky, who runs San Jose's penalty kill and 
defense. At age 35, he is a rising star in the coaching industry. He led the 
Chicago Wolves to the Calder Cup last season and should get head-
coaching looks over the next few years. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matt Murray 'perfect' in chaotic, character win for Maple 
Leafs 

 

Luke Fox 

 

DALLAS — The Toronto Maple Leafs were bending hard. 

Down to five defencemen and already asking their depth blueliners to 
punch above their weight class, against the NHL’s highest-scoring team 
no less, it was no wonder that some overworked D-men committed some 
mental errors. 

Late in the second period, a gassed Mark Giordano flipped a puck over 
glass. Twenty-two seconds later, an overused Justin Holl closed his hand 
on a puck, gifting the deadly Dallas Stars 98 seconds of 5-on-3 with the 
Leafs’ two primary PK defenders in the box, time enough to lick their 
chops and score their way back into the game. 

Then a Jason Robertson shot shattered blocker Mitch Marner’s stick, 
essentially creating a 5-on-2 situation. 

Two words ran through coach Sheldon Keefe’s mind: Hold on. 

Undermanned and under siege — Dallas zipping around seam passes, 
slamming one-timers, and gathering rebounds — the greatest qualities of 
these new defence-first Maple Leafs rose to the fore. 

Resilience and goaltending. 

“A bit chaotic, I would say,” goaltender Matt Murray said of the PK 
sequence gone viral. “We were sacrificing the body, blocking shots, 
getting in lanes. Might not have been the prettiest, but we got it done.” 

Thanks to what Auston Matthews dubbed “the turning point” of a 4-0 
Toronto victory that extended the club’s point streak to a dozen games, 
the Maple Leafs went a ridiculous seven-for-seven on the penalty kill, 
racked up 27 blocked shots, and snuffed out red-hot Robertson’s 
personal point streak at 18 games. 

They bent but never broke. 

None of which would’ve been possible without the play of Matt Murray, 
whose 44-save shutout earned him the team’s player-of-the-game 
belt and bumped his record to 6-0-2 since returning from his adductor 
injury. 
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According to MoneyPuck.com, Murray’s shutout performance Tuesday 
was the best of any goaltender since the recording of modern statistics: 
5.979 goals saved above expected. 

Dallas burned a red blotch around Murray’s crease in the shot-tracking 
heat map but couldn’t light a red lamp. 

“Whew. I don’t know if there’s words for that. That was special,” 
Matthews smiled, when asked about Murray’s work. “Some absolutely 
incredible saves… just special.” 

“Exceptional,” Marner added. “He made some massive saves, especially 
on that kill. Throughout the whole game, just workin’ his bag off, makin’ 
back-door saves. It was fun to watch.” 

Keefe needed one word to sum up his oft-doubted goalie’s night: 
“Perfect.” 

Murray put on a show, but he had help. 

Toronto’s game-breaking centremen, Matthews and John Tavares, 
scored on a pair of the scant chances the visitors were afforded in a first 
period dominated territorially by the rugged Stars. 

With the primary assist on the Tavares winner, Marner extended his point 
streak to 20 games, becoming just the fourth active player (Sidney 
Crosby, Patrick Kane, Paul Stastny) to own a run that long. But his PK 
work trumped anything he did at the fun end of the rink. 

“I don’t think ‘cheating’ and ‘Marner’ go in the same sentence,” Stars 
coach Peter DeBoer said. “He’s as honest a player as there is. He blocks 
shots, kills penalties. Defensively, he’s really good.” 

And young defencemen Rasmus Sandin (23:26, with a goal) and Timothy 
Liljegren (25:57) arguably played the best — or, at least, the most 
exhausting — games of their lives, with defenceman Victor Mete leaving 
in the first period with a lower-body injury. 

“Those two guys had an incredible game here tonight. Those two young 
guys took on a lot and were really, really good,” Keefe said. 

“I think you learn a lot about their character. The team needs them to 
step up in a big way. They’ve done exactly that.” 

Ditto Murray, whose resurgence has helped stabilize a roster that is thin 
on secondary scoring and has been ravaged by injuries to its blue line. 
(Mete is not expected to play the rest of the week.) 

“He’s battling really hard for us. We’re trying to do the same for him,” said 
Sandin, thinking about the month Murray missed rehabbing. 

“Unbelievable. It’s not easy when you’ve been gone. When you’ve been 
gone for a bit, it’s easy to lose that touch for the game. But he hasn’t lost 
anything. He’s been growing the whole time. 

“He’s a class ’tender.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Flashback to the 2018 Dallas draft, Kyle Dubas’s first as general 
manager. 

Dubas traded down in Round 1, giving the St. Louis Blues pick 25 
(Dominik Bokk) in exchange for picks 29 (Rasmus Sandin) and 76 
(Semyon Der-Arguchintsev). 

The latter two players were in Toronto’s lineup Tuesday. Bokk has yet to 
reach the NHL. He bounced from the Berlin Polar Bears to the Frankfurt 
Lions over this past off-season. 

Dubas’s smile to camera as he made that trade four years ago has an air 
of clairvoyance: 

• Jason and Nick Robertson’s mom, Mercedes, was in attendance. Per 
tradition in these faceoffs between her two sons, she sported the home 
team’s sweater (in this case, the Stars’ new Reverse Retro edition) and 
the road team’s ballcap. 

• Did you know? Matthews has more primary assists this season (12) 
than Marner (11), who ranks fourth league-wide in secondary assists 
(11). Leon Draisaitl leads the league with 21 primary helpers. 

• Holl got penalized for throwing the puck out of the D-zone. Keefe was 
less than pleased. A story in two clips: 

• The Maple Leafs arrived in Dallas early to watch the Cowboys crush the 
Colts at AT&T Stadium Sunday night. 

“Just an absolute stomp-down the Cowboys put on. That was fun. Both 
sides of the ball,” Matthews says. “Most of us had never been to that 
stadium before. It’s quite the spectacle.” 

A couple years back, Jake Muzzin arranged a team trip to Buffalo to take 
in a Bills game, and last season the Leafs caught the Raiders in Las 
Vegas. 

“We’re just checkin’ them off the list,” smiles Justin Holl, a massive 
Vikings fan. “It’s fun for the European guys because they don’t get to see 
football games as often, and we don’t either because we’re so busy 
during the season. It’s fun to get out there with the boys, make a couple 
side bets.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Trade or not, Boeser rediscovering his 'swagger' with 
Canucks is a good thing 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

VANCOUVER – The first rule of sports writing: No cheering in the press 
box. Although, “Free is better than cheap” for media meals is a close 
second. 

Everyone’s got to eat. And nearly everyone is cheering for Brock Boeser. 

The Vancouver Canucks winger, who lost his father in May and for about 
four hours on Saturday was going to be a healthy scratch on Hockey 
Fights Cancer Night at Rogers Arena, has shown in the face of personal 
adversity the last 10 years too much grace and goodness to not wish 
well. 

Whether he is with the Canucks or, increasingly likely, another National 
Hockey League team, anyone with a heart wants to see Boeser succeed 
and be happy. 

On Tuesday, the morning after a once-in-50-years 7-6 comeback win 
against the Montreal Canadiens, Boeser was still wondering if that 
success and happiness can yet come as a Canuck.  

But the business forces around him, and Boeser’s no-man’s-land spot on 
the team’s depth chart, have for at least two years been pointing towards 
a change of teams. 

Elliotte Friedman’s reporting Saturday that the Canucks have given 
permission to agent Ben Hankinson to seek a trade for his client 
confirmed an uncomfortable truth while adding a powerful kicker that 
Boeser, himself, is now also open to leaving Vancouver. 

Agents don't get involved in trade talks against their clients' wishes. And 
they aren't invited in to begin a trade mission, but to try to end one. 

“I feel like my name has always been out there, regardless if they've 
given (Hankinson) the green light or not,” Boeser told Sportsnet before 
flying with the Canucks to San Jose for Wednesday’s game against the 
Sharks. “I feel like it's always been like, if there's a deal in place, I might 
get dealt. So I don't think it really changes anything.  
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“When I got the chance to play (on Saturday), I just said 'screw it' and 
went out and played hockey. It felt like I haven't done that in a long time. I 
feel like I did that again last night, too (against Montreal). Those are 
probably my two best games of the season. I felt like my old self, so I've 
just got to make sure I continue to do that and not really worry about the 
other stuff. 

“You're trying to play scenarios in your head and, I don't know, I feel like I 
can't even picture it unless something happens. The guys have been 
great. They know that I want to be here and I want to win with them.” 

Boeser came within a Dakota Joshua injury at the morning skate from 
being healthy-scratched by coach Bruce Boudreau, who admitted later 
Saturday that he had been unaware it was Hockey Fights Cancer Night.  

Boudreau, you may have heard, is working on an expiring contract for a 
hockey-operations boss in Jim Rutherford who has found much fault in 
the coach’s team. 

Boudreau is coaching every game like his job depends upon a win, which 
at least partly explains why he has lost track of the many theme nights 
NHL teams undertake. 

“I'd say it was rock bottom,” Boeser, 25, said of being told at the morning 
skate that he would sit out against the Arizona Coyotes, healthy, for the 
first time since he was a rookie. “Just trying to find your game, trying to 
find your confidence, I was trying to work hard and just kind of felt lost. 
And then when you come in and see that on the board (in the dressing 
room), it stings. It hurt a lot. It would have stung any day. But then on that 
day, it stung more.” 

But Boeser not only played against the Coyotes on the third line, after 
warming up in a pink jersey with his late dad’s nickname, Dukey, stitched 
on the back, but he scored against Arizona and nearly won the game in 
overtime before Canuck captain Bo Horvat did. 

Boudreau responded by promoting the Minnesotan back to Elias 
Pettersson’s line to face the Canadiens on Monday, and the right winger 
again was far more engaged than he has looked for most of this season. 
He had an assist and his 16:45 of ice time was Boeser’s highest in seven 
games – reinforcing just how far he has slipped down the lineup. 

Boeser was a Calder Trophy runnerup in 2018, scoring 29 goals in 62 
games as the most exciting Canuck newcomer in years. But Pettersson 
arrived the next year, which is when goalie Thatcher Demko graduated 
from the minors. Gifted defenceman Quinn Hughes came to Vancouver 
the season after. 

J.T. Miller was acquired in a 2019 trade and Horvat got better year after 
year. And now Andrei Kuzmenko has arrived from Russia, loved by fans 
and in need of a big new contract. 

Slowed by injuries in all but one of his six NHL seasons, Boeser is still 
trying to replicate what he achieved as a rookie even as he is being paid 
$6.65-million-US for this season and the next two.  

After missing another training camp, this time with a freak hand injury, 
Boeser has four goals and 16 points in 20 games, and the Canucks have 
been outscored 25-14 at five-on-five while he is on the ice. 

Boeser hasn’t been one of the Canucks’ top five or six players – this 
season or last -- which is why general manager Patrik Allvin has been 
looking at offloading the player and his contract. The team has also 
shopped other high-ticket players like Conor Garland, Tyler Myers and 
Tanner Pearson. 

Maybe Hankinson will have better luck, the way agent Pat Brisson was 
finally able to broker a new home for former Canuck Roberto Luongo in 
2014 after a fruitless two-year trade mission by ex-GM Mike Gillis. Or 
maybe Boeser surges back towards the top of the lineup and the 
Canucks can’t afford to let him go. 

Whatever happens, it’s better for everyone if Boeser plays well. 

“Yesterday was so much fun,” he said, smiling at the thought of the four-
goal comeback that shook Rogers Arena. “I think everyone had a blast 
coming back, especially against Montreal. When Petey and I have played 
together lately, we were good but we weren’t great like we used to be. 
And this last game. . . I really feel like I got that chemistry back with him.  

“I haven't really been myself playing-wise on the ice in a long time. And 
the last two games, I feel like I've found myself again. That's all I'm 
thinking about -- bringing that to Wednesday’s game. 

“I've been able to focus so far. That's why I keep saying I'm just focused 
on doing the same thing, playing the same way. I feel like I have my 
swagger back. And I want to keep it and help our team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL-leading Devils shut out struggling Blackhawks 

 

Jori Negin-Shecter | December 6, 2022, 10:07 PM 

 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — While defenseman Dougie Hamilton had his first 
three-point game in three seasons, the New Jersey Devils didn't do 
anything different. They just kept on winning. 

Hamilton had a goal and two assists, Vitek Vanecek made 24 saves for 
his second shutout and the NHL-leading Devils defeated the Chicago 
Blackhawks 3-0 on Tuesday night for their 21st win in 26 games. 

“It’s not just me, you know, like the team playing really good,” said 
Vanecek, who is now 12-2-1. “Honest, I’m happy I can be here. 
Everybody’s happy when we’re winning. It’s always fun so it’s not just 
me, it’s the team.” 

Nico Hischier and Jesper Bratt scored goals and Jack Hughes had two 
outstanding assists for the Devils, who are a league-best 21-4-1 despite 
losing their first two games. 

Arvid Soderblom made 26 saves for the slumping Blackhawks, who are 
1-9-1 in their last 11. They were also shut out by the New York Islanders 
3-0 on Sunday. 

Blackhawks defenseman Jack Johnson said the goaltending has been 
good all season. They are also getting chances to score, but not 
capitalizing. They had 23 goals in the last 11 games. 

"You don’t have to be a hockey expert to know if you don’t score, you 
can’t win,” Johnson said. 

Hamilton opened the scoring at 11:27 of the first period. He came off the 
bench, skated into the Blackhawks' zone, took a great cross-ice pass 
from Hughes and beat Soderblom from the left circle. 

Devils coach Lindy Ruff said Hamilton could have scored two or three 
goals in the first period on his four shots. 

“He made it really tough on Chicago on their coverage,” Ruff said. “But 
again, when we do that, and if we make a bad play, then all of a sudden 
the pucks going the other way, but part of that is our game, part of that 
was trying to create confusion. So really liked Doug’s game. He’s been 
solid all year.” 

New Jersey broke the game open in the second period on the goals by 
Hischier and Bratt. Hischier's 11th goal came with Chicago about to be 
called for a delayed penalty, while Bratt's 10th came on a power play. 

Hamilton got the secondary assist on both goals. The last time he had 
three points was on Dec. 17, 2019, against Winnipeg, when he had three 
assists for Carolina. 
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Hischier scored from the top of the right circle on a shot that Soderblom 
was screened on after he'd lost his stick. 

Hughes, who now has a six-game point streak with six goals and four 
assists, made another cross-ice pass to find Bratt in the right circle for a 
one-timer to the top corner. 

“We’re a team that wants to make a difference, we want to win and when 
we come in after a (first) period like that and we really bring the group 
together and we know how we need to play,” Hughes said. 

NUMBERS 

New York is 10-0-1 against the Western Conference and 19-1-1 when 
scoring three-goals. The team is 18-0-1 when Hischier earns a point. 
New Jersey has allowed one or fewer goals nine times, one more than 
they did all of last season. 

SHORTHANDED 

Blackhawks captain Jonathan Toews was scratched after waking up with 
flu-like symptoms. With Toews out and Petr Mrazek being placed on 
injured reserve retroactive to Dec. 3, Chicago recalled goaltender Jaxson 
Stauber and forward Lukas Reichel from Rockford of the AHL. 

UP NEXT 

Blackhawks: Return home to face Winnipeg on Friday. 

Devils: Host the Islanders on Friday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Scout's Analysis: Progress report on Senators prospects in 
NCAA and Europe 

 

Jason Bukala | December 6, 2022, 2:43 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators have been building their core through the draft for 
the past several seasons. Thomas Chabot, Jake Sanderson, Tim Stutzle, 
Drake Batherson, Shane Pinto and their captain, Brady Tkachuk, have 
become cornerstone pieces for the franchise. 

The Sens have done a nice job identifying, and developing, players from 
different leagues around the world. 

Continuing our series on Canadian NHL teams' prospect pools, here is a 
look at some Senators prospects playing in the NCAA and Europe: 

Tyler Kleven (Junior) 

Team: North Dakota, NCAA 

Drafted: 44th overall in 2020 

6-foot-4 / 208 pounds / Left Shot D 

Kleven has potential to bring additional size and grit to the Senators' D-
corps. He’s a big, mobile, defender who isn’t shy about gapping up and 
taking the body. His long reach is also an asset when keeping opponents 
to the perimeter off the rush. 

At North Dakota, Kleven is logging between 21-24 minutes a night, and 
the bulk of those minutes come at even strength and on the penalty kill. 
He does have a secondary role on the Fighting Hawks power play. 

In my opinion Kleven projects to be a two-way, match up, penalty killing 
defenceman at the NHL level. He’s at his best when he keeps his game 
simple with the puck on his stick. 

Having said that, there are times Kleven is capable of making plays on 
the offensive blue line. 

Here is an example of Kleven eluding pressure and using his skating to 
get to open space before directing a puck on goal that eventually leads to 
a goal: 

North Dakota's Kleven stick handling causes mayhem to open goal 
scoring opportunity 

When I look further into his puck play on the offensive blue line, however, 
it shows he does need to work on getting pucks through from distance 
without being blocked or missing the net altogether: 

Kleven is a Junior at North Dakota this season, so he has the option to 
return to school for his Senior year. I’m comfortable saying the Senators 
would prefer to have Kleven signed after this season. 

Jonny Tychonick (Senior) 

Team: Omaha, NCAA 

Drafted: 48th overall in 2018 

6-foot / 187 pounds / Left Shot D 

Tychonick presents an interesting scenario for the Senators. He is 
currently playing out his graduate season at Omaha after originally 
starting his NCAA career at North Dakota. Tychonick was projected to be 
a prospect who could potentially run an NHL power play when he was 
drafted. He’s always played quick and fast. He took much more risk when 
he was younger. His game, as it sits right now, still projects to possibly 
provide some organizational depth. 

Tychonick is used in all situations at Omaha and logs around 20 minutes 
of ice time per game on average. His defending, overall, is average but 
he is energetic and does jump to take away time and space effectively. In 
the offensive zone he tends to remain up top and make plays walking the 
blue line. He’s more of a distributor than a shooter. Here is evidence of 
where Tychonick has directed his shots over the past 10-game segment: 

Stephen Halliday (Freshman) 

Team: Ohio State, NCAA 

Drafted: 104th overall in 2022 

6-foot-3 ½ / 213 pounds / Left Shot Forward 

Halliday is an interesting prospect in the Senators system. What 
immediately stands out is his stature. Halliday is a big body winger who 
can also play the middle. His long reach is an asset in both the offensive 
and defensive zone. 

Halliday is being deployed at even strength and the primary power play 
unit at Ohio State. Three of his four goals on the season have come with 
the man advantage. It’s interesting to see a player his size set up on the 
weak side flank instead of the middle of the ice or around the crease, but 
it speaks to his puck touch and vision. 

I appreciate his attention to detail in the defensive zone. He’s aware off 
the puck and collapses down low to assist on defence when required. 

Halliday is a late bloomer. His stats playing for Dubuque in the USHL 
spiked dramatically last season. Sometimes it takes longer for prospects 
with his size to develop. Trent Mann and his Ottawa staff have a two-way 
forward with some potential offensive upside in their pipeline – and you 
can’t teach size! 

Ohio State's Stephen Halliday rifles one glove-side past Bently goalie 

Leevi Merilainen 

Team: Karpat (Finnish Liiga) 

Drafted: 71st overall in 2020 

6-foot-3 / 174 pounds / Goalie 
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Merilainen is stopping pucks for Karpat in the Finland's Liiga and his 
season so far has had its share of peaks and valleys. He has a winning 
record (6-4-1), a tidy goals-against average overall (2.03), and a solid 
save percentage (.921). 

I like Leevi’s size in the crease. He takes up a ton of net, has good feet, 
and his mechanics moving side to side are crisp and quick. Merilainen 
plays a traditional butterfly style. 

A couple of areas of his game will need to improve as he matures, 
though. He tends to drop a bit early, leading to some pucks beating him 
over his shoulders from both range and in-tight. Goalies at all levels 
seem to have a difficult time stopping shots directed just below their 
glove hand (barely above their pad when dropping into the butterfly). 
Merilainen has allowed some goals from range in that exact area. 

He spent time in the Ontario Hockey League tending net for the Kingston 
Frontenacs last season, and is now progressing well overseas. It will take 
some time, but I believe he has a solid foundation to become an NHL 
goalie. 

Filip Nordberg 

Team: Sodertalje (Swedish HockeyAllsvenskan) 

Drafted: 64th overall in 2022 

6-foot-4, 207 pounds, Left Shot D 

Nordberg is another player in the Senators' pipeline who brings a 
physical presence. He has split time between the J20 and the men’s 
team in HockeyAllsvenskan. 

When playing at the J20 level he has produced offensively at even 
strength and the power play. He has the ability to beat goalies from long 
range with a heavy slap shot (when time allows). He is also seeing some 
power play time with the men’s team, but in the role of a distributor more 
than a shooter. 

He has range on the penalty kill and moves well enough to get into 
shooting lanes to block shots from the perimeter. There are times when 
he is caught noticeably flat-footed defending against a speed rush 
through the neutral zone. I’m not overly concerned, however, and feel his 
mechanics are sound enough to make adjustments. It’s more of a timing 
issue. 

Nordberg will need, at least, another year in Sweden before arriving in 
North America in my estimation. The Sens have up to four years to 
decide about his future (Europeans have a four-year window to develop 
before signing) – so they have plenty of time. 

Closing Observation 

Every NHL team strategizes how to best build out their prospect pool with 
the vision of their team president and GM in mind. In the case of the 
Senators, it’s hard not to notice the stature of players on this list, and 
many others who have developed during Pierre Dorion's time managing 
the organization. The Sens have the potential to be a big, heavy team 
moving forward. 
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TSN.CA / After calling out his own play, ultra-competitive Markstrom 
moves on 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Less than a week after publicly declaring that he “sucks at hockey,” 
Calgary Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom was a little more kind to himself 
after Tuesday’s practice. 

The 32-year-old Swede’s self-criticism arose following a 2-1 loss to the 
Montreal Canadiens last Thursday at the Saddledome where he gave up 
the first goal 13 seconds into the game and later pinned the defeat on 
himself. The Flames’ starter has watched teammate Dan Vladar pick up 
two straight wins for Calgary (12-10-3), who sit in third place in the 
Western Conference wild-card race heading into Tuesday night’s games. 

"Sometimes you’re still upset and still angry and frustrated and that 
carries over into an interview 15 minutes after a game,” Markstrom said 
of the comments he made last week, “where if you wait an hour and ask 
me the same question you would get a completely different answer." 

Flames head coach Darryl Sutter and his players have vouched for their 
goaltender. Sutter rightly pointed out that the Flames’ goaltending has 
improved as the season has progressed. Their five-on-five save 
percentage in October was 27th in the league (.904), and through six 
days in December it is ninth (.945).  

“I trust our goalies,” Sutter said. “It’s the best position we have on our 
team, that’s for sure…if you look at it, in the last two weeks, our goals-
against has went from 30th to 13th. So, keep making progress.” 

Markstrom has been lauded by teammates for helping change the 
group’s culture because of his competitiveness. He chalked his post-
game comments up to that trait. 

“That’s what made me who I am today,” said Markstrom, who has a .889 
save percentage and a 2.97 goals-against average in 17 starts so far this 
season. Over 395 career games, his save percentage is .911 with a 2.70 
GAA. 

In place of Markstrom, the 25-year-old Vladar has been stellar in recent 
games. In his last six starts, he has a .934 save percentage and a goals-
against average under 2.00. The two have a strong relationship, and 
Markstrom’s been encouraging and helpful to his understudy as he tries 
to rediscover his own form. 

Vladar made a cross-crease save in the dying minutes of Monday’s 
game against the Arizona Coyotes that preserved the 3-2 victory and is 
viewed by the Flames organization as a future No. 1 goaltender. He 
recently signed a two-year extension with the team. 

“I love Vladdy, and the progress he made the last two years is 
unbelievable,” Markstrom said.  

“I think he’s gonna be a really good goalie for a really long time.” 

Nearly a third of the way through the 2022-23 season, the Flames aren’t 
quite where fans thought they’d be at this juncture. After an inconsistent 
start that included winning five of their first six games followed by a 
seven-game losing streak, Calgary has started to show signs of a 
turnaround. 

In addition to the goaltending improvement, forwards Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Dillon Dube have started to produce, with each garnering 
seven points in their past eight games. Winger Andrew Mangiapane has 
looked better away from the puck and has three goals in that stretch as 
well. Still, this group will not score at will, the way last season’s team did, 
so keeping the puck out of their net is their key to success. 

“We don’t get on the first page of goals-against, first page of save 
percentage, [we] won’t make the playoffs,” Sutter said. 

The key to that, Markstrom feels, is simply having a short memory. 

“I think you need to have it or else you’re in the wrong occupation,” he 
said ahead of Wednesday’s home game against the Minnesota Wild.  

“Didn’t do very well in school but it was really, really good on the ice.” 

TSN.CA LOADED: 12.07.2022 


