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NHL team attendance tracker: Who are the biggest risers and fallers? 

By Ian Mendes and Hailey Salvian 

As the calendar has flipped to December, we are starting to 
get a good handle on the NHL standings. 

Teams like the Devils and Kraken have startled us by 
hanging out in the league’s penthouse, but we’re adjusting to 
seeing their place in the standings. 

And we’re certainly not surprised by the fact that Chicago 
and Arizona have settled into their spots in the league’s 
basement. 

As we hit the two-month mark of the season, it’s also the 
perfect time for us to analyze attendance figures from around 
the league. And since the last two seasons have been 
interrupted by COVID-19 issues, it’s been a while since 
we’ve done this exercise.  

At this point, we have enough of a sample size to work with 
since 29 teams have played at least 10 games on home ice 
this season. The one outlier is the Arizona Coyotes, who 
have only played four games at home so far this season. But 
considering they are playing at Mullet Arena — with a 
seating capacity of just 5,000 for home games — we’re not 
really going to learn too much about Arizona’s attendance 
this season. 

Let’s start by simply looking at the home attendance 
numbers through this past weekend’s games (Sunday, 
December 4). 

Montreal Canadiens 21,011 98.8 

Tampa Bay Lightning 19,092 99.4 

Toronto Maple Leafs 18,693 99.3 

Vancouver Canucks 18,584 98.3 

Washington Capitals 18,573 100.4 

Carolina Hurricanes 18,369 93.7 

Dallas Stars 18,362 99.1 

Detroit Red Wings 18,226 91.1 

Vegas Golden Knights 18,027 103.0 

St. Louis Blues 18,016 97.9 

New York Rangers 17,877 99.3 

Boston Bruins 17,850 98.8 

Calgary Flames 17,788 92.2 

Minnesota Wild 17,762 98.9 

Colorado Avalanche 17,538 98.0 

Pittsburgh Penguins 17,487 95.1 

Edmonton Oilers 17,357 93.1 

Nashville Predators 17,263 100.9 

Seattle Kraken 17,100 100.3 

Philadelphia Flyers 16,719 85.6 

Los Angeles Kings 16,029 88.5 

Chicago Blackhawks 15,833 77.2 

Florida Panthers 15,811 82.1 

Columbus Blue Jackets 15,690 87.0 

New York Islanders 15,563 96.8 

Ottawa Senators 15,293 82.0 

Anaheim Ducks 15,122 88.1 

San Jose Sharks 14,006 79.8 

Winnipeg Jets 13,979 93.2 

New Jersey Devils 13,859 83.9 

Buffalo Sabres 13,634 71.5 

Arizona Coyotes 4,600 92.0 
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A few things certainly jump out here. 

New Jersey’s blistering start hasn’t yet translated into 
success at the box office at the Prudential Center. The Devils 
are at the top of the overall standings, but they sit 30th in 
average attendance so far this season. 

After years of averaging more than 20,000 fans at the United 
Center, Chicago has fallen off a pretty steep cliff here and is 
now residing in the lower third of average attendance in the 
league. And they are one of only three teams who are 
playing to under 80 percent capacity so far this season, 
along with San Jose and Buffalo — two other teams that 
have experienced a sharp decline in attendance. 

To try and put this into context, we want to analyze which 
teams have seen some of the biggest gains and declines 
over the past couple of seasons. However, using attendance 
data from the past two seasons is flawed. The 2020-21 
season was largely played without any fans inside NHL 
arenas, with a handful of American-based teams allowing a 
small percentage of fans inside their venues. The 2021-22 
season was also compromised by the COVID-19 pandemic 
north of the border, as several Canadian teams were forced 
to play in front of no fans or limited capacity for a portion of 
the season. 

So if we want to make a true ‘apples-to-apples’ attendance 
comparison, we need to trace the line back to the 2019-20 
NHL season. That campaign was halted in the middle of 
March due to the COVID-19 virus, but teams played the 
majority of their home schedule up until that point. So 
comparing those numbers directly against what we’ve seen 
in the first two months of this NHL season should provide us 
with a reasonable measuring stick. 

Here is the list of NHL teams that have seen the biggest 
gains and losses compared to 2019-20 — with two small 
caveats. The Coyotes are not listed here, since they are now 
playing at Mullett Arena and have watched their average 
attendance plummet due to the tiny venue size. Arizona was 
averaging 14,606 fans in 2019-20, but has watched that 
number reduce by 10,000 fans per game this season. 

And we’re also not including the Seattle Kraken in this table 
below, since the expansion franchise did not exist in 2019-
20. 

Attendance gains/losses vs. 2019-20 

New York Islanders 12,811 +3,752 

Ottawa Senators 12,618 +2,675 

Florida Panthers 14,105 +1,706 

Carolina Hurricanes 16,795 +1,574 

New York Rangers 17,207 +643 

Minnesota Wild 17,467 +295 

Boston Bruins 17,681 +169 

Tampa Bay Lightning 18,923 +169 

Washington Capitals 18,573 0 

Montreal Canadiens 21.085 -74 

St. Louis Blues 18,096 -80 

Vancouver Canucks 18,680 -96 

Nashville Predators 17,407 -144 

Edmonton Oilers 17,510 -153 

Vegas Golden Knights 18,311 -284 

Detroit Red Wings  18,717 -491 

Toronto Maple Leafs 19,302 -609 

Anaheim Ducks 15,847 -725 

Los Angeles Kings 16,916 -887 

Calgary Flames 18,751 -963 

New Jersey Devils 14,899 -1,040 

Pittsburgh Penguins 18,538 -1,051 

Colorado Avalanche 18,708 -1,170 

Columbus Blue Jackets  16,902 -1,212 

Philadelphia Flyers 18,391 -1,672 

Winnipeg Jets 15,794 -1,815 

Dallas Stars 20,326 -1,964 

San Jose Sharks 16,428 -2,422 

Buffalo Sabres 17,167 -3,533 

Chicago Blackhawks 21,441 -5,608 

Looking at the table above, only eight NHL teams have 
experienced an increase in attendance versus their 2019-20 
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numbers. And only one of those teams — the Minnesota 
Wild — is situated in the Western Conference. 

There is a good chunk of teams that have seen minimal 
attendance gains or losses since 2019-20, with the 
Washington Capitals being the only club to emerge with the 
exact same attendance figure. 

Of course, there are several teams who are on the extremes 
and that’s where we want to focus our attention as we 
analyze the attendance figures against 2019-20. Here’s a 
look at the 10 NHL clubs with the biggest attendance swings 
— of at least 1,500 fans in either direction — when 
compared to the 2019-20 campaign. 

Biggest risers 

New York Islanders: 3,752 more fans/game  (29.3 percent 
increase) 

For years Islanders fans served as a punching bag when it 
came to attendance-related jokes in NHL circles. Without a 
permanent home and bouncing between facilities, the 
Islanders almost had a nomadic feel to them for several 
seasons. But the move to UBS Arena has reversed their 
fortunes on this front, as the Islanders are playing to almost 
97 percent capacity at home games this season. 

Moving to a larger venue has certainly helped boost their 
attendance figures. Their previous homes at the Barclay’s 
Center (15,813 capacity) and Nassau Coliseum (13,900 
capacity) simply didn’t have enough seats to generate huge 
crowds. But even when the Islanders were split between 
those smaller venues at Barclay’s Center and Nassau 
Coliseum in 2019-20, they were only playing in front of 81.3 
percent capacity at home. In terms of capacity, they were the 
30th-ranked team in the NHL in that 2019-20 season. 

Conversely, they’ve had only one crowd under 15,000 at 
UBS this season. Clearly the attraction of a new arena is 
helping drive this spike in attendance, but if the Islanders can 
stay in the playoff race in the second half of the season, 
there is a chance they could flirt with an average attendance 
close to 17,000 per game. 

“The atmosphere at Islanders home games this season is 
already better than last season, for one simple reason — the 
team is better,” says Islanders beat reporter Kevin Kurz. 
“There have already been a handful of late, multi-goal 
comebacks that have energized the home crowd, which is 
still filling the seats for just about every game.” 

Ottawa Senators: 2,675 more fans/game (21.2 percent 
increase) 

This season has represented a very nice bounce-back for an 
Ottawa team that had watched their attendance decline year 
over year in seven consecutive seasons dating back to 2015-
16. The Senators bottomed out in that 2019-20 season, 
finishing dead last in the entire league in average 
attendance. The Senators had six games where their 
attendance was below 10,000 fans that season — a massive 
red flag illustrating how dire the situation was in Ottawa. 

This season, however, they’ve turned things around and 
avoided those nights when the building looks half empty. The 
smallest crowd they’ve had so far this season was just over 

12,000 for a Monday night game against Dallas in October. 
That’s roughly what the Senators were averaging on a 
nightly basis before the pandemic. The acquisition of some 
marquee players coupled with an impending ownership 
change has reignited the fan base in Ottawa and we’re 
certainly seeing the tangible proof of that at the box office. In 
September, the club announced it saw a 60 percent increase 
in its season ticket base compared to the 2019-20 season. If 
the Senators can finish this season averaging 16,000 fans, it 
would mark the first time they’ve reached that plateau since 
the 2016-17 campaign when they advanced to the Eastern 
Conference final. 

Florida Panthers: 1,706 more fans/game (12.1 percent 
increase) 

The Panthers are experiencing a smaller increase in 
attendance than the Islanders and Senators, but it might be 
enough to push them out of the bottom five in average 
attendance for the first time since 2015-16. 

Panthers home attendance by season 

2022-23 15,811 24th 

2019-20 14,104 29th 

2018-19 12,919 30th 

2017-18 13,851 28th 

2016-17 14,620 27th 

2015-16 15,384 25th 

Fresh off winning a Presidents’ Trophy and making a 
blockbuster trade for Matthew Tkachuk in the summer, it 
feels like there is some excitement around the Panthers in 
South Florida. They are currently on pace to have their best 
average attendance in 10 years. However, in terms of 
capacity (82.1 percent), the Panthers remain a bottom-five 
team in the NHL. 

Carolina Hurricanes: 1,574 more fans/game (9.4 percent 
increase) 

At first glance, this doesn’t appear like a significant increase 
for the Hurricanes. They’re seeing less than a 10 percent 
increase in fans per game at the PNC Arena in Raleigh. But 
Carolina ranks sixth in average attendance at 18,369 — a 
remarkable reversal of fortune for another franchise dogged 
by attendance-related issues for several seasons. 

To truly appreciate the Hurricanes’ rise up the attendance 
ladder, we should probably go all the way back to the 2016-
17 campaign. That year, Carolina finished dead-last in the 
NHL, averaging only 11,776 fans per home game. They were 
only playing to 63 percent capacity at PNC Arena. Since Rod 
Brind’Amour took over in 2018-19, however, the Hurricanes 
have watched their fortunes reverse on the ice and at the 
box office. They’ve made the playoffs in every season under 
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their new head coach and have watched their attendance 
increase accordingly. 

Home attendance in Brind'Amour era 

2022-23 18,369 93.7 

2021-22 17,210 92.1 

2019-20 16,905 90.5 

2018-19 14,322 76.7 

The Hurricanes have a terrific chance to finish top 10 in 
average NHL attendance for the first time in franchise 
history. Their best season to date was in 2006-07, when they 
finished 15th in league attendance after capturing the 
Stanley Cup the previous year. 

Biggest fallers 

Chicago Blackhawks: 5,608 fewer fans/game (26.2 percent 
decrease) 

The Chicago Blackhawks are drawing their smallest crowds 
since Patrick Kane won the Calder Trophy in 2007-08. The 
team is averaging 15,833 at the United Center, down from 
21,441 in 2019-20 — the biggest drop in attendance in the 
league thus far. Chicago plays in one of the biggest buildings 
in the league, which is a real hit to the capacity rate. The 
Blackhawks currently rank second to last — behind the 
Buffalo Sabres — in the NHL with 77.2 percent capacity. 

They’ve had some games with solid attendance numbers, 
like the home opener and Marian Hossa’s jersey retirement 
night, but the wholesale of top players, the declaration of the 
rebuild, and the general state of the team (they’re currently 
31st in the league) has been a real hit in terms of getting 
fans in the stands. 

This was probably to be expected — the organization isn’t 
exactly giving the fans something to buy tickets for — but it’s 
a real turn of events for a franchise that had a 535-game 
sellout streak just one year ago. 

The Hawks’ worst attended season in the last two decades 
was in 2006-07, when they averaged 12,727 fans. That was 
before Jonathan Toews and Kane made their NHL debuts. 
The Blackhawks aren’t there yet, but what will happen 
if/when Kane and Toews are gone? 

Buffalo Sabres: 3,533 fewer fans/game (20.6 percent 
decrease) 

The Sabres are one of the biggest fallers probably due to a 
combination of things. The biggest one: They’re just not that 
good (yet), and they haven’t been for some time.  

They’re in the midst of another rebuilding effort after selling 
off players like Jack Eichel, Sam Reinhart and Taylor Hall, 
among others.  

The Buffalo Bills being so good and commanding a lot of the 
attention likely hasn’t helped. And the KeyBank Center is 
pretty stale, too.  

We asked our Sabres writer, Matt Fairburn, for his take on 
the dip in attendance to ensure we weren’t way off here.  

“I think the season ticket base has also eroded over time. 
That’s made the prices on the secondary market higher 
because there aren’t as many fans just trying to unload 
tickets at any cost,” he said. “They sold out the Boston game 
and had big crowds a few other nights, including ’90s night 
against the Blues. But ultimately I just think them being so 
bad for so long has made people slow to buy in.” 

From 2006-07 to 2019-20, the Sabres were consistently an 
upper-tier attendance team with an average that never 
dipped below 17,000 fans. But their 71.5 percent capacity for 
home games this season is dead last in the league.  

San Jose Sharks: 2,422 fewer fans/game (14.7 percent 
decrease) 

The Sharks’ attendance has continued to drop as the team 
has dropped out of the playoff picture.  

When the 2019-20 season started, the Sharks were coming 
off their fourth-straight playoff appearance; this time a trip to 
the conference final after making it to the Stanley Cup Final 
in 2015-16. The team didn’t make the playoffs in 2019-20, 
and attendance dipped slightly (16,428) after years with 
sellouts — a 205-game sellout streak ended in 2014 – and 
typically hovering around 16,500 and 17,500 fans.  

Two years later, there are pandemic effects (team President 
Jonathan Becher has pointed to COVID-19 as a dominant 
issue with ticket sales), the team isn’t competitive anymore, 
and they’ve lost some franchise icons in Brent Burns, Patrick 
Marleau and Joe Thornton. 

It’s probably not much deeper than that. The organization 
has shown it can sell out the SAP Center when the team is 
good. Right now, the Sharks are one of the worst teams in 
the league, and have among the most empty seats in the 
NHL (79.8 percent capacity).  

Dallas Stars: 1,964 fewer fans/game (9.7 percent decrease) 

At first glance, the Dallas Stars are among the biggest fallers 
when we compare 2019-20 to this point in the 2022-23 
season. Besides the obvious post-pandemic economic 
considerations, we had a hard time putting a finger on why 
they dropped down; the team is doing well and their stars — 
no pun intended — are shining. What gives? 

Turns out their attendance numbers are actually pretty good 
when you zoom out a bit. 

In 2019-20, the Stars averaged 20,326 fans as tracked by 
Hockey DB and Hockey Reference. American Airlines Center 
capacity is 18,532 for Stars games. The reason for the 
spike? Likely Dallas hosting the 2020 Winter Classic with a 
sold-out crowd of 85,630, which was the second-most 
attended game in NHL history. That would spike an average 
attendance over the arena capacity, although it’s silly that the 
game counts toward the normal average.  

Beyond that, the Stars’ 99.1 percent capacity through the 
quarter mark of the season is seventh league-wide. This 
season is on track to be one of the most well-attended Stars 
seasons in the last 10 years, behind only 2019-20 and 2015-
16.  
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Dallas Stars yearly attendance 

2013-14 15,421 

2014-15 17,350 

2015-16 18,377 

2016-17 18,102 

2017-18 18,110 

2018-19 18,178 

2019-20 20,326 

2020-21 0 

2021-22 17,897 

2022-23 18,362 

Winnipeg Jets: 1,815 fewer fans/game (11.5 percent 
decrease) 

After years of sellouts and enormous season ticket waitlists 
after the team returned to Winnipeg in 2011, the Jets are 
averaging 13,979 fans this season. That’s up from last 
season (12,716), but a drop from the last “normal” year in 
2019-20. Keep in mind that Winnipeg has the smallest NHL 
building in the league — not counting Arizona’s Mullett Arena 
— so despite being bottom five in average attendance, the 
Jets are middle of the pack in terms of capacity (around 93 
percent).  

Still, the near 2,000 fan drop in average attendance is fairly 
sizable. The reason for the drop is likely a combination of 
things with the post-pandemic economics top of mind. Just 
look at the average attendance before and after the peak 
pandemic. 

Winnipeg Jets yearly attendance 

2011-12 15,004 

2012-13 15,004 

2013-14 15,004 

2014-15 15,038 

2015-16 15,294 

2016-17 15,732 

2017-18 15,321 

2018-19 15,276 

2019-20 15,794 

2020-21 0 

2021-22 12,716 

2022-23 13,979 

That’s likely not a coincidence. Commissioner Gary Bettman 
was in Winnipeg last month and was asked about the team’s 
attendance — given his previously voiced concerns about a 
team in the city working “unless the building is sold out every 
night” — and suggested it was a period of adjustment and 
lingering reluctance after the pandemic. 

“I don’t think there’s an attendance issue,” he said. “I believe 
this building can be and will be full again. I wouldn’t suggest 
there’s a crisis here.” 

Beyond that, the Jets’ performance last season likely didn’t 
help, either. An offseason with minimal changes, save for a 
new coach in Rick Bowness and stripping the ‘C’ off Blake 
Wheeler, probably didn’t inspire confidence among the fan 
base when it came time to renew or sign up for season 
tickets. 

The Jets are much improved this year, sitting ninth in the 
league. And, Murat Ates wrote this season that there 
appears to be recovery in the works with better game day 
presentation — which had previously been a bit 
stale/minimal — and better season seat holder promotions. 
Perhaps things will improve attendance wise.  

Philadelphia Flyers: 1,672 fewer fans (9.1 percent decrease) 

Let’s flash back to Philadelphia in 2019-20 for a moment 
here.  

By the time the season was put on pause due to COVID-19, 
the Flyers were second in the Metropolitan Division and had 
the sixth-best point percentage in the NHL. When the 
playoffs returned to play, Philadelphia seemed to be 
everyone’s favorite “Dark Horse” pick.  

Claude Giroux was still the captain with a 21-goal, 56-point 
season. Travis Konecny had a 61-point breakout season. 
Sean Couturier (59 points), Jakub Voracek (56 points), Kevin 
Hayes (41) and James van Riemsdyk (40 points) rounded 
out a solid top-six forward corps. There was something for 
fans to go to Wells Fargo Center and see. 

This year? Well, the Flyers are coming off a 61-point season, 
second worst in franchise history, and are now in a “retool” or 
a “building” phase because they don’t seem to actually use 
the term rebuild.  

Beyond that, the Flyers have won one playoff round in the 
last 10 years, were promised an “aggressive retool” in the 
summer and watched as Johnny Gaudreau signed in 
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Columbus after leaving Calgary to be closer to home, among 
other moves that would reasonably frustrate a fan base 
enough to decide to stay home rather than go to a game. 

Last season — which we did not qualify as a normal year 
due to COVID-19 measures — the Flyers averaged just 
16,541 fans per game, their lowest full-season figure since 
1972-73. This year’s figures (16,836) aren’t far off.

 

16 Stats: Mitch Marner’s streak, Buffalo’s top six and Carolina’s depth 

By Dom Luszczyszyn 

A 20-game point streak is a very rare streak in hockey. It’s 
been done just 30 times in hockey history and just five times 
in the salary cap era. On Tuesday night against the Dallas 
Stars, Mitch Marner became the 31st and sixth. 

It’s an extremely impressive accomplishment that shows the 
level of consistency Marner has played with. Night-in and 
night-out, Marner has been on. 

That’s put Marner’s name in brighter lights on a national level 
(as if that’s possible in the center of the hockey universe) 
where it feels like Marner is finally getting the recognition he 
deserves as one of the game’s very best wingers — and 
players. 

That’s been much-needed in Toronto where it feels like a 
homegrown and hometown superstar should be a much 
bigger deal than it actually has been. As Marner has 
ascended into the league’s upper echelon, there have been 
three things holding back his perception. 

Initially, the biggest sticking point was a very terse contract 
negotiation that saw Marner overpaid as an RFA, but it 
seems like most people have come around to the idea that 
being overpaid at the time does not mean being overpaid 
now. Marner is well worth the big ticket.  

Going cold when the games mattered most was an ongoing 
issue, but Marner finally delivered in the playoffs last year … 
even if it ended the exact same way it always does for 
Toronto. 

What’s different this year is the Auston Matthews factor. It 
was Marner playing second fiddle to the team’s undisputed 
MVP, putting up big numbers next to Matthews and living in 
his shadow as a result. How good was he, really? 

That’s changing this year as the duo was split up, forcing 
Marner to anchor his own line — and deliver the goods when 
asked to. He’s showing he can be a superstar in his own 
right, not because he gets the puck to a generational scorer. 
The fact that Matthews’ goal-scoring has started so slowly is 
another point in Marner’s favor — one that shows how vital 
he was to Matthews’ MVP run last season. 

But it shouldn’t have taken that for Marner to earn that 
recognition, it should’ve been obvious last year, even if it was 
running shotgun with Matthews. Marner is getting a lot of 
attention for scoring a point in 20-straight games, but what’s 
funny is that this is far from the best 20-game stretch of 
Marner’s career.  

Again, it’s impressive to be so consistent, but relative to 
other 20-game streaks, the quality of Marner’s is kind of 
underwhelming. That should be telling from the point total 
alone with just 27 over the 20 games as only seven of 
Marner’s games during the streak have been multi-point 

affairs. None of them saw Marner score more than two points 
and a lot of his points have been secondary assists too.  

During his streak, Marner is averaging just 1.35 points per 
game. Of the 31 streaks of 20 games or more, it’s the lowest 
points-per-game average with only three others below 1.5 
points per game and 14 others under two points per game. 
The average is 2.01 with Marner falling well below that 
(though it’s worth noting the non-Wayne Gretzky average 
drops to 1.85). 

20-game Point Streaks 

Wayne Gretzky, 1983-84 51 3 

Wayne Gretzky, 1985-86 39 2.77 

Wayne Gretzky, 1981-82 24 2.75 

Wayne Gretzky, 1982-83 30 2.53 

Steve Yzerman, 1988-89 28 2.32 

Wayne Gretzky, 1990-91 25 2.28 

Steve Yzerman, 1987-88 22 2.27 

Wayne Gretzky, 1984-85 28 2.25 

Mario Lemieux, 1989-90 46 2.24 

Wayne Gretzky, 1988-89 23 2.22 

Bryan Trottier, 1981-82 25 2.2 

Guy Lafleur, 1976-77 28 2.18 

Patrick Kane, 2018-19 20 2.15 

Mario Lemieux, 1985-86 28 2.11 

Dave Taylor, 1981-82 21 2.05 

Sidney Crosby, 2010-11 25 2 

Paul Coffey, 1985-86 28 1.96 
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Adam Oates, 1992-93 21 1.86 

Brett Hull, 1991-92 25 1.84 

Brett Hull, 1989-90 20 1.75 

Guy Lafleur, 1978-79 23 1.74 

Dany Heatley, 2005-06 22 1.73 

Bobby Hull, 1971-72 21 1.67 

Bernie Nicholls, 1984-85 25 1.6 

Patrick Kane, 2015-16 26 1.54 

Mats Sundin, 1992-93 30 1.53 

Bronco Horvath, 1959-60 22 1.5 

Brian Bellows, 1985-86 20 1.45 

Paul Stastny, 2006-07 20 1.45 

Adam Oates, 1996-97 20 1.4 

Mitchell Marner, 2022-23 20 1.35 

None of this is meant to disparage Marner, one of the best 
players in the league, but it is interesting how much work this 
streak is doing for his reputation. It’s deserved, Marner 
should be more lauded league-wide, but that should’ve 
already been the case before the streak and not because of 
it. As far as 20-game instances go, there are better examples 
of Marner’s dominance. 

Over the last 20 games, Marner has scored 27 points. He’s 
done that or better 75 distinct times throughout his career 
(with some 20-game segments overlapping). Last season 
from February 24 to April 5, Marner had 42 points in 20 
games. 

Over the last 20 games, Marner’s average Game Score is 
1.51. He’s done that or better 59 distinct times throughout his 
career. He practically lived above that line last season, with 
34 of his final 39 distinct 20-game segments all being above 
an average Game Score of 1.51. His absolute peak was at 
the start of the 2020-21 season with an average Game Score 
of 2.36 thanks to 31 points (26 of which were primary), and 
some ludicrous numbers at five-on-five. 

Streaks build neat little narratives, but the narrative for 
Marner should’ve already been written. He’s been a 
dominant winger for a long time and one of the absolute best 
players in the world. That was already true 21 games ago. 

16 Stats 

1. Morgan Rielly hasn’t played a game since November 21 
and the team keeps chugging along anyways with a 6-0-1 
record. Not bad at all, leading some to wonder if the team is 
better off without their top rearguard and his occasional 
defensive lapses. 

Mostly, it just feels like Toronto regressing at just the right 
time. Before Rielly’s injury, the Leafs were earning 52 
percent of the expected goals with 2.75 per 60 on offense 
and 2.53 against on defense. Without Rielly, that’s dropped 
to 49 percent despite the same offensive might thanks to a 
ballooning 2.84 expected goals-against rate. The difference 
is more pucks going in and more pucks staying out: a 
shooting percentage of 11.8 percent compared to 7.1 
percent and a save percentage of .956 compared to .929. 

The special teams outlook isn’t rosy either. The power play is 
earning more chances, but struggling to convert (just 3.01 
goals per 60) while the penalty kill is earning strong results 
mostly on the back of elite goaltending with chances against 
jumping from 6.11 expected goals against per 60 to 9.59 
since Rielly’s absence.  

It’s unfair to say all of the negative shifts to Toronto’s 
underlying numbers are because of Rielly’s absence, but it’s 
a far more relevant showcase of his impact to the team 
compared to actual results in his absence. To be clear, 
neither is the correct way to go about things — but if we’re 
going to talk about how the Leafs have fared since his injury, 
going under the hood is far more relevant in such a small 
sample.  

2. The big key for Toronto is that the team’s cascading injury 
problem on defense has been thoroughly masked by the 
coinciding return of Matt Murray. TJ Brodie’s last game was 
Nov 11 with Rielly leaving 10 days later. Sandwiched in 
between is Murray coming back from injury on November 15 
and he’s been nothing short of sensational since covering up 
for a suddenly leaky Leafs defense. 

Murray has played eight games since his return and in that 
time has a .941 save percentage and has saved 13 goals 
above expected. The next closest goalie in that time frame, 
Tristan Jarry, is at 6.6. For the season, Murray is at 11.6 
goals saved thanks to a stunning .933 save percentage 
which ranks fourth and second in the league respectively. 

Goalies are strange beings that are impossible to predict and 
while some talked themselves into Murray being fine, 
Toronto’s offseason bet still felt like a massive gamble given 
Murray’s recent trajectory. The move was widely panned by 
most fans and experts, myself included, yet the early returns 
have been exceptional. It’s fair to say that not even the most 
optimistic person could’ve seen this coming from the Leafs’ 
starter, but it’s a very welcome development after the past 
two years of turmoil in the position. 

Against all odds, Toronto seems to have its guy right now. 
Seems to. It’s only been nine games of the Murray era — 
time to see if this level of play can last. 

3. We talked about how not all point streaks are created 
equally with Marner which begs a direct comparison to the 
other big point streak from this year. Jason Robertson’s 18-
game streak ended, fittingly, against the Leafs. 
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There’s a reason Robertson is in the thick of the Hart trophy 
discussion while Marner remains on the fringes … if that. 

During Robertson’s 18-game streak he scored 21 goals and 
34 points (29 of which were primary), earned a 58 percent 
expected goals rate and outscored opponents 23-13. It was 
good for an average Game Score of 2.18. That’s well above 
Marner’s average Game Score of 1.51 during his streak 
thanks to fewer goals, points, primary points and lesser five-
on-five impacts. 

A lengthy point streak is always impressive as it takes an 
incredible amount of consistency to produce every night, but 
in terms of quality, Robertson’s streak was much more awe-
inspiring.  

4. With Nathan MacKinnon now out for four weeks, the 
Colorado Avalanche are missing him, Gabriel Landeskog, 
Artturi Lehkonen, Evan Rodrigues, Darren Helm, Bowen 
Byram and Josh Manson. That’s seven regulars who 
combine to be worth roughly 15 wins of value. That’s more 
than the total roster value of seven teams. 

Some of those players should be returning soon, but 
MacKinnon being out is a big one. That creates a wide open 
window for the Central division crown. Colorado started the 
season with a 43 percent chance at winning the division, but 
that has since dropped to 33 percent. Dallas (32 percent), 
Minnesota (19 percent) and Winnipeg (15 percent) all have a 
shot. 

5. There were a number of Jets fans who were upset with the 
first edition of Awards Watch, namely due to the omission of 
Josh Morrissey who is putting together a stellar season for 
Winnipeg. With Morrissey logging huge minutes, scoring 27 
points in 24 games, and earning a plus rating, there were 
many who felt he should’ve been a shoo-in for a spot. Are 
there really 10 defenders better than Morrissey right now? 

By GSVA the answer is yes — though that’s always up for 
debate obviously anytime a total value stat is used. 
Morrissey certainly looks great so far, but there’s a reason 
for the disconnect and it stems from his defensive metrics. 
That’s where there’s a massive disconnect so far. 

Right now, Morrissey has been on the ice for nearly 64 
percent of the goals at five-on-five which is a shade under 
the team lead. But he’s sitting all the way down at 46 percent 
for expected goals, which is a team worst. There’s a big 
difference on offense (2.81 expected goals compared to 3.41 
actual goals per 60), but the big story here is on defense. 
With Morrissey on the ice, the Jets are only allowing 1.95 
goals against per 60 — a phenomenal number. But they’ve 
been expected to allow 3.25, a horrid number that ranks 15th 
worst in the league. 

Because of that disconnect, Morrissey is plus-10 at five-on-
five on the season, but should be minus-three instead. That’s 
a 13-goal swing that ranks as the largest in the league which 
explains why one faction is saying “this guy has been 
amazing” and another is saying “amazing, but maybe not 
quite so amazing.” Everything we know about how defenders 
impact shot quality suggests Morrissey’s play isn’t why the 
Jets have a .946 save percentage with him on the ice. He 
might play a small role that analytics doesn’t measure well, 
but not to that degree. Morrissey’s previous best impact on 

actual goals allowed above expected was two seasons ago 
when the difference was 0.69 goals against per 60. He’s 
doubled that this year. 

6. None of that is meant to slam Morrissey, it’s merely to 
explain why he may not have a Norris-caliber resume at the 
moment. Analytically anyways. There’s still a lot of the 
season left and it’s especially worth noting how much his 
play has improved as the season has worn on. By expected 
goals, his numbers were rough in the first month, but since 
November 1st he’s up 51.4 percent (and it was even higher 
before a recent rough patch over the last week). 

Morrissey’s expected goals results may be low, but because 
he’s scoring so much, playing tough minutes, and earning 
strong actual results — he still ranks very highly. His 0.8 wins 
so far translate to a 2.7-win pace. That’s elite defenseman 
territory.  

He’s come a very long way from that first season without 
Jacob Trouba where he was suddenly looking like one of the 
league’s worst contracts. Some key changes to his game 
have put him back on track to being a star defender. He’s 
worth every penny now. 

7. Situational differences can have a massive effect on 
results for defensemen. There are some defenders who can 
rise above that, sure, but they’re a rare breed. The truly elite. 
The rest generally need help in some capacity to put up elite 
results, whether that’s high teammate quality or low 
opponent quality. 

With that in mind, the last two years have essentially 
confirmed Seth Jones is not The Guy — a truly elite piece 
that can rise above a bad situation. But the turnaround 
Morrissey has had, and the recent renaissance of Drew 
Doughty back towards being The Guy, have made me 
wonder what kind of player Jones can be on an actually good 
team. There’s a reason traditionalists repeatedly go to bat for 
him and though he may need contextual help to thrive, it’s a 
shame he’s rarely had that chance throughout his career. 

This year’s completely inept Blackhawks team is his toughest 
challenge yet and it’s leading to some disastrous results. For 
the year, Jones has just a 42 percent expected goals share, 
but even worse is earning just 20 percent of the goals. Jones 
is getting outscored by a four-to-one ratio right now, a horrid 
number that comes from an awful combination of tough 
minutes, bad partners, anemic shooting, and porous 
goaltending.  

Most of that is probably not his fault — it’s hard to imagine 
many players surviving his usage. But part of the reason the 
Blackhawks are in this mess in the first place is because they 
thought that he could despite plenty of evidence to the 
contrary. They certainly paid him to be.  

That dichotomy is a challenging one to navigate given how 
many external circumstances play a role in player results. On 
a good team, Jones would very likely look much better than 
he does now. The Blackhawks weren’t that when they 
acquired him and the end result is very bad results. 

8. A lot of people have wondered why the Florida Panthers 
— who are currently on pace for 88 points — continue to 
grade out well in terms of playoff chances and Stanley Cup 
odds. Florida is currently projected to finish with 103.5 points, 
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a huge course correction from its current sluggish pace. The 
reason for it is pretty simple: the Panthers currently sit fourth 
in the league with an expected goal difference of plus-16.5 
and are one year removed from winning the Presidents’ 
Trophy where they were first in the league with a plus-68 
goal differential. 

The difference? Last year they earned 27 goals above 
expected. This year they’re 14 goals above expected. 
Combine that with some poor sequencing luck and you end 
up with a team that has the same record as the Montreal 
Canadiens. I don’t think there’s much need to panic with 
these guys. Yet. 

9. Interestingly, the Panthers aren’t even the most unlucky 
contender at the moment. That would be Carolina who has 
nearly the same expected goal differential as Boston (plus-
24 compared to Boston’s plus-25), but a chasm in actual 
results (plus-two compared to plus-43). Thank God for 
sequencing luck, which is giving Carolina a record much 
better than it currently deserves. 

Some might think “same old Hurricanes” with their lack of 
oomph — but that wasn’t a problem last year when the 
team’s goal differential was well above expected. 

This year, the problem is all on the offensive side though 
where the team is minus-13 in goals scored above expected 
at five-on-five and minus-10 on the power play. This time 
around, it’s not the team’s top guys where there’s some 
concern, it’s the team’s depth. 

This season, Carolina’s top three forwards have combined to 
score 38 goals which is 5.6 more than expected. The rest of 
the team has scored 37 goals — nearly 30 fewer than 
expected. Realistically, the team’s depth players should 
regress, but their results to date have still been far from good 
enough. Everyone outside the team’s top three forwards 
scoring just 49 percent of the team’s goals ranks second 
worst in the league behind only the Oilers. Carolina’s minus-
28 goals above expected from contributors outside the top 
three is dead last by a mile, 17 goals worse than the next 
worst team. The Hurricanes should be a deep team, they just 
haven’t seen their depth execute yet. 

Top Heavy Scoring 

Edmonton Oilers  53.90% 8.1 
-
11.01 

Carolina Hurricanes 50.70% 5.58 
-
28.19 

Vancouver Canucks 49.40% 16.28 -3.05 

Winnipeg Jets 45.60% 5.33 -7.08 

Montreal Canadiens 45.50% 12.55 -7.14 

Dallas Stars 44.90% 12.13 -7.48 

Toronto Maple Leafs 44.60% 1.95 
-
11.25 

Minnesota Wild 44.00% 5.4 -1.23 

Tampa Bay Lightning 42.40% 0.43 -7.11 

San Jose Sharks 42.00% 0.67 -5.37 

Anaheim Ducks 41.80% 0.51 -7.57 

Colorado Avalanche 40.00% 2.35 2.75 

Buffalo Sabres 39.40% 5.96 2.02 

Pittsburgh Penguins 38.00% 0.59 -6.38 

Ottawa Senators 36.40% -8.38 -3.78 

Boston Bruins 35.80% 5.32 2.26 

New Jersey Devils 35.40% 2.15 -5.69 

New York Rangers 34.60% -4.85 -9.4 

Chicago Blackhawks 34.40% 0.82 -7.71 
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Philadelphia Flyers 34.40% 1.01 -0.78 

Columbus Blue Jackets  32.80% -3.71 -1.84 

Vegas Golden Knights 30.40% -0.6 -0.69 

Nashville Predators 29.50% -5.41 -6.37 

St. Louis Blues 29.10% 3.36 -2.72 

Washington Capitals 28.40% -7.35 -0.49 

Florida Panthers 27.60% -9.93 -3.33 

New York Islanders 25.60% -3.25 1.21 

Calgary Flames 25.30% -1.28 -4.39 

Seattle Kraken 24.40% 1.61 11.23 

Detroit Red Wings 23.80% -2.41 0.99 

Los Angeles Kings 22.90% 1.18 7.14 

Arizona Coyotes  19.70% -0.65 6.91 

10. The first 16 Stats of the season started with some 
gushing over the Devils and their potential to be a sleeping 
giant. New Jersey was just 4-3-0 then, but the Devils 
underlying numbers screamed juggernaut. Since then, the 
Devils have gone 17-1-1. Ummmmm… yeah, not a bad call! 

The thesis for New Jersey’s juggernaut status was based on 
the team’s monstrous five-on-five results, namely a 64 

percent expected goals ratio in all situations. It was only 
seven games, but teams that play that well for seven games 
were a rarity. And almost all of them were elite teams. 

The Devils now have 26 games of data under their belt and 
their incredible underlying numbers still haven’t gone away. 
In all situations, the team has earned 61 percent of the 
expected goals and now have the actual goals to match at 
nearly 63 percent.  

Naturally, it’s time to do the same study as the one at the 
start of the season — only this time with more data. I looked 
at every team’s expected and actual goal rates since 2007-
08, 25 games at a time. Here is the full list of teams who 
have been above 60 percent in actual and expected goals 
over a 25-game stretch. 

Detroit Red Wings, 2007-08 

San Jose Sharks, 2008-09 

San Jose Sharks, 2013-14 

Pittsburgh Penguins, 2015-16 

St. Louis Blues, 2018-19 

Colorado Avalanche, 2020-21 

Florida Panthers, 2021-22 

New Jersey Devils, 2022-23 

That’s it. That’s the list. Seven other teams — three of which 
won the Stanley Cup. 

Juggernaut. 

11. Before the season started, Johnny Gaudreau was 
projected to be a 4.3-win player for Columbus. Before 
Wednesday’s game, Gaudreau has been worth 1.2 wins over 
24 games, a pace of 4.2 wins. He has delivered exactly as 
promised scoring at a 92-point pace with elite five-on-five 
numbers. With Gaudreau on the ice, the Blue Jackets have 
scored 54 percent of the goals and earned 52.5 percent of 
the expected goals — both of which are way above the team 
average.  

There were some concerns about how Gaudreau would fare 
in a new context, but those questions have been thoroughly 
answered so far. He’s been well worth his new deal. Only 
three regular Columbus lines have an expected goals rate 
above 50 percent and they all feature Gaudreau (and Boone 
Jenner, who is playing very well next to the superstar winger) 
with the lowest at 53.8 percent. The next best line is at 46.9 
percent. Huge difference. 

12. That was always going to be the problem with Columbus 
going into this season: Gaudreau is one of the league’s best 
players, but he alone wouldn’t be enough. 

Of course, even the most pessimistic people couldn’t have 
forecasted this start to the season where everything that 
could’ve gone wrong has. Untimely injuries and poor 
goaltending have completely undone any sense of promise 
for this season — but Blue Jackets fans should consider that 
a blessing in disguise.  

The best-case scenario for this season was a playoff berth, 
maybe, but that would’ve been nothing but short-lived 
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elation. This city and fanbase deserve more and an 
unplanned trip to the league’s basement (through no fault of 
the Gaudreau signing) is exactly what this franchise needs to 
set them up for long-term success in line with Gaudreau’s 
deal. Columbus has some promising young players on the 
horizon. Add a high pick from a stacked draft class and this 
team has some tantalizing potential for next season and 
beyond. 

The Blue Jackets are currently projected to finish the season 
with 65 points and have a 12 percent chance of landing 
Connor Bedard. Just imagine a guy with that much scoring 
upside on a line with one of the league’s best passers. I’m 
rooting for it. 

13. Speaking of teams whose futures are looking brighter, 
let’s talk about the Buffalo Sabres. There hasn’t been a lot of 
progress in the standings yet — the team is on pace for 75 
points — but that record is a bit unlucky considering the 
team’s plus-four goal differential. Add some average five-on-
five numbers to the mix and Buffalo should be a lot better. 

Whether the Sabres climb up the standings or not this year is 
mostly irrelevant. What’s important is development, and right 
now there’s a lot to love about Buffalo; namely, how the top 
of the team’s roster is shaping up. 

Everyone knows about the team’s top line led by Tage 
Thompson’s unlikely superstardom and Jeff Skinner’s 
unlikely resurgence. But it’s the second line that’s starting to 
add some serious intrigue to the lineup of what this team 
could be in a few years’ time. 

Dylan Cozens was selected seventh overall in 2019, Jack 
Quinn was selected eighth overall in 2020, and JJ Peterka 
was selected 34th overall in 2020. All three are 21 or 
younger and together have created a supercharged kids line 
well worth some optimism for Buffalo’s future.  

The trio have played just 93 minutes together, but in that 
span have established themselves as one of the fiercest 
offensive trios in the league. In that time, they’ve generated 
5.28 expected goals per 60 and scored 5.79. Among lines 
that have played over 50 minutes together that ranks second 
and fifth respectively. With these three on, Buffalo is 
shredding the competition. Add the top line on top of that, 
and the Sabres’ top six is starting to look like one big 
problem. 

14. It’s difficult to build a quality top six and it was hard to see 
Buffalo having the necessary pieces for one before the 
season started. The top line still had a lot to prove last year 
was no fluke, Cozens hasn’t shown much in his first two 
seasons, and the other two were just rookies. Before the 
season, we gave Buffalo a “D” rating for its top six — though 
that included Peyton Krebs and no one from the kid line.  

Here was the value we projected for everyone. 

Alex Tuch: 1.9 wins 

Tage Thompson: 1.5 wins 

Jeff Skinner: 1.2 wins 

Jack Quinn: 0.8 wins 

JJ Peterka: 0.5 wins 

Dylan Cozens: 0.4 wins 

Total: 6.3 wins 

And here’s everyone’s projected value now… 

Tage Thompson: 3.0 wins 

Alex Tuch: 2.7 wins 

Jeff Skinner: 2.5 wins 

Jack Quinn: 2.1 wins 

JJ Peterka: 1.4 wins 

Dylan Cozens: 1.4 wins 

Total: 13.1 wins 

The top line has proven last year was no fluke and the kid 
line has arrived. That’s been enough to more than double 
their collective value after just 25 games — and enough to 
upgrade that “D”rating to a “B” rating. Buffalo’s top six 
currently ranks just outside the top 10 league-wide. Talk 
about a glow up. 

Something tells me those projected values are only going to 
keep growing too. 

All Sabres’ stats are accurate prior to their Dec. 7 game.  

15. I stopped posting game probabilities this season, but I 
still track them internally and I’ve noticed something 
intriguing about heavy favorites so far this year. To date, 
there have been 66 games where a favorite has had a 70 
percent chance of winning or higher. In those games, the 
favorite has won just 44 games, or 66.7 percent — well 
below expected. Compare that to last season where 70 
percent of favorites won 168 games out of 226 chances, 74.3 
percent. Exactly where it should be. 

If you’ve noticed a lot of big upsets this year, the data bears 
it out. We’ll see if that continues as Bedard Watch intensifies 
and the sample size grows. For now, it’s kept even the most 
expectedly lopsided games entertaining. The NHL is no 
longer in an era of parity, but the cruel mistress known as 
puck luck will always make sure that any team has a real 
chance against any other. 

16. I know a lot of you have been waiting very patiently for an 
update on our NHL Player Cards. Christmas is coming early 
next week — here’s a sneak peek featuring the best player in 
the world, naturally.
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Super 16: Wild, Predators among five Central Division teams in rankings 

Top five remains same, led by Bruins, Devils, Golden 
Knights 

The Central Division is well represented this week in the 
NHL.com Super 16 power rankings with the additions of the 
Minnesota Wild at No. 14 and the Nashville Predators at No. 
16. 

Granted, the St. Louis Blues dropped out after pulling in at 
No. 16 last week, but the Central is the only division with five 
teams in the Super 16 this week, including the Winnipeg Jets 
(No. 5), Dallas Stars (No. 7) and Colorado Avalanche (No. 
11). 

The Pacific Division has three teams ranked because the 
Edmonton Oilers, No. 15 last week, dropped out, losing out 
to the Predators by one voting point. 

The Eastern Conference has four teams in per division. 

As a reminder, to come up with the Super 16 each week, the 
13 voters put together their own version of what they think 
the rankings should look like. A point total assigned to each 
with the team selected first is given 16 points, second 15, 
third 14, and so on down the line. 

Here is the Super 16, with the thoughts from the staff 
members, whose individual rankings are below: 

1. BOSTON BRUINS (21-3-1) 

Total points: 206 

Last week: No. 1 

"What's not to like about the Bruins? They've been 
consistent from the start of the season, winning their first 
three games, and have yet to lose two in a row in regulation. 
They overcame injuries to start the season to Brad 
Marchand, Charlie McAvoy and Matt Grzelcyk and kept 
rolling when they came back. It took the return of their former 
coach Bruce Cassidy with the Vegas Golden Knights on 
Monday to end their NHL-record 14-game home winning 
streak to start the season. The Bruins didn't go down without 
a fight, erasing a three-goal deficit before falling 4-3 in a 
shootout. Boston was first in the NHL in goals per game 
(3.96) and goals against per game (2.17), and second on the 
power play (29.4 percent) and penalty kill (84.6 percent) prior 
to their 4-0 win at the Colorado Avalanche on Wednesday." -
- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

2. NEW JERSEY DEVILS (21-4-1) 

Total points: 195 

Last week: No. 2 

"I'll be honest, I could flip a coin to decide who is No. 1 right 
now between the Devils and Bruins, and I wouldn't be wrong 
either way. Both are dominating. Both are impressive to 
watch. But I've been particularly drawn to the Devils, and I'm 
giving them the edge this week because I absolutely love the 
way they're playing. Their forwards are fast and skilled and 
complement each other's talents. The Devils don't rely on 
one guy to carry the load. Twelve players have at least one 
game-winning goal this season. And when forward Nico 
Hischier gets on the score sheet, the Devils get great results 
(they're 18-0-1 when he has a point). There have been a lot 
of lean years for New Jersey. Is this the return to its glory 
from the mid-1990s to early 2000s? I don't know, but it's 
definitely been one heck of a season, and I've enjoyed taking 
it in." -- Tracey Myers, staff writer 

3. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (19-8-1) 

Total points: 180 

Last week: No. 3 

"The Golden Knights this week managed to do what no 
opposing team had accomplished before them this season -- 
defeat the Bruins at TD Garden. Yes, it came in a shootout. 
And yes, Vegas blew a 3-0 lead. But for Cassidy, fired by 
Boston in the offseason, it was a sweet result. Give the 
Golden Knights coach credit; he has his team playing at an 
elite level." -- Mike Zeisberger, staff writer 

4. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (16-5-6) 

Total points: 164 

Last week: No. 4 

"There is a lot to like about the Maple Leafs, who at 16-5-6 
have the fourth-most standings points (38) in the League. 
They have gone 9-0-3 in their past 12 games, they just shut 
out the Dallas Stars 4-0 on Tuesday, ending an 18-game 
point streak by Stars forward Jason Robertson. Mitchell 
Marner, Toronto's MVP, has a point in 20 straight games, a 
team record. Goalie Matt Murray is 6-1-2 this season, playing 
to a .932 save percentage. But the Maple Leafs still concern 
me. Their defense, because of injuries, is in a bit of shamble; 
they allowed 44 shots to the Stars and were saved by the 
brilliance of Murray. And they have precious little support 
scoring. The big four of Marner, Auston Matthews, John 
Tavares and William Nylander have scored 50 goals; the rest 
of the team has 33, led by Calle Jarnkrok with five. They 
need more contributions." -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior 
director of editorial 
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5. WINNIPEG JETS (16-7-1) 

Total points: 147 

Last week: No. 5 

"The Jets are in first place in the Central Division, which 
includes five teams that made the Stanley Cup Playoffs last 
season (Avalanche, Stars, Minnesota Wild, Nashville 
Predators, St. Louis Blues). Connor Hellebuyck is in the 
Vezina Trophy conversation helping the Jets rank in the top 
five in goals against per game (2.54). Mark Scheifele (15 
goals), Pierre-Luc Dubois (11 goals) and Kyle Connor (10 
goals) lead the way offensively and are among five players 
with at least 20 points. Overall, the Jets have been one of the 
most balanced teams this season." -- David Satriano, staff 
writer 

6. CAROLINA HURRICANES (14-6-6) 

Total points: 143 

Last week: No. 9 

"The Hurricanes are 4-1-5 in their past 10 games, including a 
five-game point streak (3-0-2). I have them No. 3 in my poll 
this week, just for their consistency and the simple fact they 
know how to generate points in the standings even when not 
on their A-game. Forward Seth Jarvis is having a fine 
sophomore season, doing his part in a top-line role alongside 
center Sebastian Aho and right wing Martin Necas. The 20-
year-old has six points (two goals, four assists) in a six-game 
point streak, tying the longest streak by any Hurricanes 
player this season (Necas, four goals, six assists; Oct. 24-
Nov. 4). Goalie Pyotr Kochetkov has done his part due to the 
injury to Frederik Andersen (lower body) and is 5-1-4 with a 
2.44 goals-against average and .914 save percentage in 10 
games (nine starts)." -- Mike G. Morreale, staff writer 

7. DALLAS STARS (14-7-5) 

Total points: 125 

Last week: No. 8 

"Robertson's point streak ended when the Stars lost to the 
Maple Leafs on Tuesday, but let's appreciate what the 23-
year-old did over the previous 18 games. The forward had 34 
points (21 goals, 13 assists) from Oct. 27-Dec. 4, leading the 
Stars to a 10-4-4 record in that span. He's a huge reason 
Dallas is a top 10 team. He leads the NHL in goals with 23, 
one ahead of Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid, and 
ranks third in points with 41, seven behind McDavid and one 
behind Oilers forward Leon Draisaitl entering Wednesday. 
No one else on the Stars has more than 11 goals or 30 
points." -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

8. SEATTLE KRAKEN (15-7-3) 

Total points: 113 

Last week: No. 6 

"I think it's time for all of us to admit that the Kraken are for 
real. I'm still not entirely sure that the goaltending will hold 
up, with Philipp Grubauer struggling and Martin Jones having 
to carry the load, but that's a problem for a different day. For 
now, the Kraken are fifth in the NHL in goals per game, 
averaging 3.60. They're led by new addition Andre 

Burakovsky (26 points), coming off a Stanley Cup run with 
the Avalanche, Jordan Eberle (22 points) and rookie Matty 
Beniers (21 points). I'll admit that I was wrong at the start of 
the season on the Kraken, but I've definitely come around." -- 
Amalie Benjamin, staff writer  

9. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (15-9-1) 

Total points: 96 

Last week: No. 11 

"Leadership is what strikes me with the Lightning, and it goes 
from top to bottom. Steven Stamkos is the epitome of a team 
captain. The forward recently hit some impressive milestones 
(500 assists, 1,000 points) and he's on the verge of 500 
goals. The Lightning had a slow start by their standards, but 
it was predictable because of their last three playoffs runs. 
It's only a matter of time before they'll get into full gear with 
the leadership core (and the talent group, of course) they 
have." -- Robert Laflamme, LNH.com senior writer 

10. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (14-8-4) 

Total points: 91 

Last week: No. 12 

"The Penguins' turnaround during the past month has been 
pretty remarkable. For an ordinary team, a seven-game 
losing streak like the one they had between Oct. 24-Nov. 5 
could derail a season in a hurry, especially considering most 
of those losses were not even close. But this veteran group 
isn't just any team. They have gone 10-2-2 since, their 22 
points in that span trailing only the red-hot Devils (23). What 
made the biggest difference? Their penalty killing. Ranked 
26th at just 73.2 percent during the first month of the season, 
it has been superb since Nov. 9, clicking at 90.2 percent, 
best in the NHL by a wide margin. Tristan Jarry has also 
looked great lately, going 7-0-2 in his past nine starts with a 
2.20 goals-against average, .934 save percentage and one 
shutout." -- Paul Strizhevsky, staff writer 

11. COLORADO AVALANCHE (13-10-1) 

Total points: 80 

Last week: No. 7 

"The Avalanche are hanging in, but their biggest challenge is 
now in front of them. Can they win without Nathan 
MacKinnon too? MacKinnon, Colorado's leading scorer with 
34 points (eight goals, 26 assists), is out four weeks with an 
upper-body injury. It's the biggest blow the Avalanche have 
taken in a season that keeps delivering punches to the face. 
MacKinnon, a center, joins forwards Valeri Nichushkin, 
Gabriel Landeskog, Artturi Lehkonen, Evan Rodrigues and 
Darren Helm, along with defensemen Josh Manson and 
Bowen Byram on the injured list. We can talk all day about 
how the Avalanche have that Stanley Cup championship 
pedigree, but how much is too much? We're going to find 
out. For now, I have them No. 10 in my Super 16. If they can 
stay in the playoff race until the injured players return, and 
not sustain any more along the way, they'll be right back in 
my top five." -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 

12. DETROIT RED WINGS (13-7-5) 

Total points: 63 
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Last week: No. 13 

"Have we reached the point 25 games into the Red Wings 
season that we should be taking them seriously and thinking 
that they are a legit playoff contender? I think so. So much 
starts with goaltending, and Ville Husso has been everything 
the Red Wings were hoping for in a No. 1. He's 11-4-3 with a 
2.54 GAA, .916 save percentage and three shutouts. Those 
are numbers that can help a team get to the playoffs. The 
veteran players in Detroit, such as forwards Dylan Larkin, 
David Perron and Andrew Copp, and defensemen Ben 
Chiarot and Olli Maatta, have insulated the younger players, 
making the Red Wings are deeper and more dangerous 
team. They just defeated the Lightning 4-2 at Tampa Bay. 
That's significant. I have the Red Wings at No. 12, and that's 
not just because they're third in the Atlantic Division. I think 
they're legit." -- Rosen 

13. NEW YORK ISLANDERS (16-11-0) 

Total points: 59 

Last week: No. 10 

"The Islanders are creating more offense this season under 
new coach Lane Lambert, but they will only go as far as their 
goaltending. Ilya Sorokin is making a case to be a Vezina 
Trophy candidate, and Semyon Varlamov showed just how 
formidable the tandem is in New York's 3-0 win against the 
Chicago Blackhawks on Sunday. Even when the offense is 
stagnant, the Islanders will still have chances to win games 
because of those two." -- Brian Compton, managing editor  

14. MINNESOTA WILD (13-10-2) 

Total points: 38 

Last week: Unranked 

"The Wild are starting to look more like the team that finished 
second in the Central Division last season. One of the 
biggest reasons is forward Kirill Kaprizov looking like a 
dynamic superstar again, with points in 13 straight games 
(20 points; nine goals, 11 assists), the longest in Wild history. 
They're healthy, with Marcus Foligno and Jordan Greenway 
back in the lineup after each missed time because of injury. 
And forward Ryan Reaves has provided an energy boost 
since being acquired in a trade with the New York Rangers 
on Nov. 23. Minnesota also has been better defensively, 
allowing 2.85 goals per game in their past 13 after giving up 
3.42 in their first 12. It was a bit of an up-and-down start for 
the Wild, but now they've seemed to have found the right 
level to their game. If they can stay consistent, there's going 
to be a lot to like about the Wild moving forward." -- Adam 
Kimelman, deputy managing editor 

15. LOS ANGELES KINGS (14-10-4) 

Total points: 19 

Last week: No. 14 

"The Kings haven't found the consistency in their play that 
helped them qualify for the playoffs last season for the first 
time since 2018. But they have found ways to get points, 
going 3-1-2 in their past six games, to stay in a playoff 
position in the Western Conference. Perhaps the best 
example of this was their 9-8 overtime loss to the Kraken on 

Nov. 29. They fell behind five times and battled back each 
time to tie the score before losing in overtime. But that game 
also highlighted some of Los Angeles' issues, including 
goaltending, and led to Cal Petersen, who allowed four goals 
on 16 shots in relief, being put through waivers and sent to 
Ontario of the American Hockey League. Still, there's a lot to 
like about the Kings, including their scoring depth with 10 
players with at least 16 points, including Kevin Fiala with a 
team-high 30 (nine goals, 21 assists). -- Gulitti 

16. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (12-9-2) 

Total points: 15 

Last week: Unranked 

"I wasn't going to rank the Predators at first glance. I initially 
had the Calgary Flames in at No. 16. To be honest, when 
you get down to this point in the Super 16, all the teams 
you're debating have their pros and cons and they're usually 
about even. But the Predators, like the Flames, are a team 
that I expected better from earlier in the season. They might 
be delivering on that potential now. Three straight wins, 
including a 4-3 overtime thriller against the Devils at 
Prudential Center last week, have me believing the 
Predators are in the process of straightening out their 
season. I'm not near as sold on the Flames, which is why I 
put the Predators in this spot. They also defeated the 
Islanders 4-1 at UBS Arena. They're 7-1-1 since Nov. 12, 
and goalie Juuse Saros looks like he's got his game back (6-
0-1, 2.22 GAA and .930 save percentage in his past seven 
games) after a tough start (3-6-1, 3.46 GAA, .892 save 
percentage)." -- Rosen 

Others receiving points: Edmonton Oilers 14, New York 
Rangers 14, St. Louis Blues 4, Florida Panthers 2 

Dropped out: Oilers (No. 15), Blues (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Colorado Avalanche; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Detroit 
Red Wings; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Seattle Kraken; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Detroit Red Wings; 
9. Dallas Stars; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Colorado Avalanche; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Seattle 
Kraken; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. Detroit 
Red Wings; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. New York Islanders; 13. Colorado Avalanche; 
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14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Winnipeg Jets; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. Dallas 
Stars; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. New York Islanders; 
14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Dallas Stars; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. Colorado 
Avalanche; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. New York Rangers; 14. 
Detroit Red Wings; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Seattle Kraken; 9. 
New York Islanders; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Colorado 
Avalanche; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Detroit Red Wings; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Edmonton 
Oilers 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Dallas 
Stars; 9. Colorado Avalanche; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
New York Rangers; 12. Minnesota Wild; 13. St. Louis Blues; 
14. New York Islanders; 15. Seattle Kraken; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. New Jersey Devils; 2. Boston Bruins; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 10. New York Islanders; 11. Detroit 
Red Wings; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Los Angeles 
Kings; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. New 
York Rangers 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. Vegas Golden Knights; 3. New Jersey 
Devils; 4. Colorado Avalanche; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Dallas Stars; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Winnipeg Jets; 11. 
Seattle Kraken; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. New York Islanders; 15. Florida Panthers; 16. 
Minnesota Wild 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Dallas Stars; 6. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 7. Winnipeg Jets; 8. Pittsburgh Penguins; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Colorado Avalanche; 11. Seattle 
Kraken; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. New York Islanders; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. Nashville 
Predators 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 4. Vegas Golden Knights; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
New York Islanders; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Tampa 
Bay Lightning; 12. Detroit Red Wings; 13. Colorado 
Avalanche; 14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Minnesota Wild; 16. 
Nashville Predators 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Winnipeg Jets; 6. 
Carolina Hurricanes; 7. Seattle Kraken; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Dallas Stars; 10. Detroit Red Wings; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. New York 
Islanders; 14. Minnesota Wild; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Los Angeles Kings 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Boston Bruins; 2. New Jersey Devils; 3. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Winnipeg Jets; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Dallas Stars; 9. 
Seattle Kraken; 10. Detroit Red Wings; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Colorado Avalanche; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
New York Rangers; 15. New York Islanders; 16. Minnesota 
Wild
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Ranking the best lines in the NHL in the 2022-23 season 

By Greg Wyshynski 

When it comes to the best lines in the NHL, Ryan O'Reilly 
has an expert opinion. 

He has centered a few great ones during his career, but the 
St. Louis Blues star is more familiar with having to defend 
against them. Like that one on the Dallas Stars that's 
currently reigning over the rest of the NHL: Jason 
Robertson's line with Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz. 

"I just remember playing against them, you had to work to 
close that gap and be tight to them. Because if you weren't 
close, they're dynamic. They're gonna be making plays if 
there's that separation. They'll just eat you up," O'Reilly told 
me recently. "One little breakdown. One little bit of 
separation. The next thing you know, it's in the back of the 
net. So it's extremely tough against those guys." 

That's what the great lines do. O'Reilly said the key to the 
best ones is the way they read the play, which is what 
Robertson's line does so adeptly. Three talented players, 
acting as one. Even a single line like that can be an energy 
source, powering a team for weeks. 

Here's our ranking of the top 20 lines in the NHL this season. 
Keep in mind that coaches, by their nature, frequently chop 
up their lineups. Hence, some of the groups here might no 
longer be together at the moment but could be down the line. 
Also, that line mixing meant some players were left out of the 
ranking: Kevin Fiala has had a good season for the Los 
Angeles Kings, but he has spent at least 10 minutes with six 
different line combinations. 

Injuries played a role, too. The Colorado Avalanche had two 
line combos that were outstanding last season. But injuries 
to Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri Nichushkin and now Nathan 
MacKinnon meant they didn't make this list. 

The basic standards for this ranking: We looked at lines that 
played a minimum of 75 minutes together at even strength. 
We tried to balance actual results with underlying numbers. 
In some cases, we've rewarded lines for the work they've 
done. In others, we're ranking them based on how they 
project with additional ice time together. 

Here are the top 20 lines in the NHL so far this season. Stats 
courtesy of Money Puck, Natural Stat Trick and Evolving 
Hockey. 

20. Buffalo Sabres: Jack Quinn-Dylan Cozens-JJ Peterka 

Praising a Buffalo line that doesn't feature Tage Thompson 
feels like praising a Bills receiver not named Stefon Diggs, 
and yet it's a different Sabres trio that makes the cut here. 
Cozens and his rookie wingers are like a shot of adrenaline 
for coach Don Granato's team, playing with pace and 
generating more high-danger shot attempts per 60 minutes 
(22.74) than Thompson's line with Jeff Skinner and Alex 
Tuch (19.75). 

"It's the speed, the chemistry, the speed and skill of those 
three players together," Granato said. "We're seeing Cozens' 
leadership in bringing those two along as fast as that." 

19. Montreal Canadiens: Kirby Dach-Nick Suzuki-Cole 
Caufield 

Every shift is an adventure for this young Canadiens trio. 
Through 26 games, they're averaging 5.0 goals per 60 
minutes at 5-on-5 ... while giving up 4.2 goals per 60 
minutes. They have a 16.5% shooting percentage while 
Montreal has a .833 save percentage when when all three 
are on the ice. 

"We click well together," Dach said. "We just have to tidy up 
some things on the defensive end." Please don't. This is too 
much fun. 

18. Calgary Flames: Jonathan Huberdeau-Elias Lindholm-
Tyler Toffoli 

Lindholm was like that meme from "Silicon Valley" where 
Zach Woods is staring mournfully through a rain-streaked 
window. The center watched Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny 
Gaudreau leave Calgary and take their 82 combined goals 
with them. 

But the Flames did a solid for Lindholm, a 40-goal scorer 
himself last season. Huberdeau is one of the NHL's top 
playmakers. Toffoli knows his way around the net. They 
haven't come close to the offensive highs of Lindholm's 
previous unit, but they've posted some impressive defensive 
numbers so far. 

17. Columbus Blue Jackets: Johnny Gaudreau-Boone 
Jenner-Patrik Laine 

Ever since Johnny Hockey decided to take his talents to 
Columbus, there was the expectation that the Blue Jackets 
would load up a line with Gaudreau and Laine. When they're 
on the ice together at 5-on-5, the two wingers have an 
expected goals percentage that's 15% better relative to their 
teammates. Jenner earned the chance to be the man in the 
middle. 

This line has room for improvement: It's better offensively but 
worse defensively than expected. Losing Laine to injury for a 
stretch didn't help a promising line trying to find its rhythm. 

16. Toronto Maple Leafs: Michael Bunting-Auston Matthews-
William Nylander 

This is a tricky line to rank. The best version of an Auston 
Matthews line is one that features Mitch Marner. But it's hard 
to be confident that coach Sheldon Keefe will put the M&M 
boys back together when Marner is currently lighting up the 
NHL like the Griswolds' Christmas light display while playing 
with John Tavares. In fact, his best numbers have been 
away from Matthews this season. 
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While Marner and Tavares have cycled through wingers, 
these three have stuck together as a unit and a peculiar one 
at that: They only earn around 45% of the shot attempts at 5-
on-5 but are giving up just 0.93 goals against per 60 minutes 
while averaging 3.73 goals scored. This is further evidence 
that Matthews is one of the most underrated defensive 
players in the NHL. 

15. Tampa Bay Lightning: Brandon Hagel-Brayden Point-
Nikita Kucherov 

The Lightning's top two lines were both contenders for this 
list, as Steven Stamkos's trio with Nick Paul and Alex Killorn 
had outpaced this group as far as actual output: 4.58 goals 
vs. 2.5 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. 

But the Kucherov line has the stronger possession numbers 
and outpaces the Stamkos line in expected goals. A line with 
Point and Kucherov is not going to shoot 7.7% at 5-on-5. It's 
just a matter of time before they catch fire. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights: Jonathan Marchessault-William 
Karlsson-Reilly Smith 

The Misfit Line have been a trio since the Knights' inaugural 
season and were kept together when Smith re-signed last 
summer. You know what you're getting here: Intense 
forechecking, offensive chances, a little feistiness courtesy of 
Mr. Marchessault and an eerie Sedins-like hive mind 
chemistry. 

"We want to play fast, we have the same mindset, and I think 
that's why we're good together," Karlsson said earlier this 
season. While they still dominate in puck possession and 
high-danger chances, they've been uncharacteristically leaky 
defensively this season. 

13. Carolina Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook-Jordan Staal-
Jesper Fast 

This is one of the most effective checking lines in the NHL 
that also offers up some offensive pop, as Martinook (seven 
goals) and Staal (six) have hit the back of the net with 
frequency through 26 games. Staal and Fast have been 
linemates for the last three seasons. Martinook essentially 
took over Nino Niederreiter's spot with this duo after the 
latter joined the Nashville Predators. 

I thought about putting some version of Seth Jarvis-
Sebastian Aho-Some Other Winger here, but the Staal line is 
getting nearly 64% of the shot attempts and limiting 
opponents to 1.5 goals per 60 minutes. Jordan Staal has 
been a Selke Trophy finalist only once. How is that possible? 

12. Seattle Kraken: Jared McCann-Matty Beniers-Jordan 
Eberle 

Beniers was the preseason favorite to win rookie of the year 
because no matter what line the Kraken had him center, he 
was going to be flanked by a couple of strong veteran 
wingers. For a while, it was Eberle and Jaden Schwartz, 
forming a line with offensive pop but giving away too much 
defensively. 

That changed when analytics darling McCann was added to 
his wing, forming a line that earns 61% of the expected goals 
including a stellar 1.78 expected goals against per 60 
minutes. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins: Jason Zucker-Evgeni Malkin-Bryan 
Rust 

The Penguins' second line gets 62.6% of the expected goals, 
62.5% of the scoring chances and 72.0% of the high-danger 
scoring chances when it's on the ice. The analytics say that 
they're better defensively than the results would indicate, but 
a Evgeni Malkin line in 2022 isn't out there to be a stopper. 

10. New York Rangers: Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad-Kaapo 
Kakko 

I hesitated putting this line on the list because it's basically 
been broken up twice. First when coach Gerard Gallant 
replaced Kakko with Jimmy Vesey, and then when he slid 
Zibanejad in the middle of Kakko and Alexis Lafreniere. 

But this trio, which played over 130 minutes together this 
season, was demonstrably their most effective line and one 
of the better ones in the NHL -- in quality of play, if not direct 
results. As the raw numbers go, they generated only four 
goals and surrendered four, with a paltry shooting 
percentage of 4.49%. As the analytics go, they had an 
expected goals percentage of 65.9% with 4.3 expected goals 
per 60 minutes. The potential is there if Gallant decides to 
remake this group in his line blender. 

9. Edmonton Oilers: Zach Hyman-Connor McDavid-Leon 
Draisaitl 

The Oilers famously keep their two megastars separated 
most of the time. McDavid and Draisaitl have only averaged 
6:06 of ice time per game together at 5-on-5 this season. It's 
an impressive amount of restraint given that the duo have 
outscored opponents by 21 goals over the last three 
seasons. 

When Edmonton does unite the mega powers, as they have 
with Hyman for nearly 85 minutes this season, the Oilers get 
70% of the goals and 61.3% of the scoring chances. Small 
sample size acknowledged, they averaged 6.39 goals per 60 
minutes. They're like a kaiju that the Oilers can unleash to 
stomp a city when the mood suits them. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins: Rickard Rakell-Sidney Crosby-Jake 
Guentzel 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said before the season that 
Guentzel is "one of the few guys that can think the game on 
the same level as a player like Crosby," which is why this 
duo has clicked for about seven years. Rakell showed 
potential as their lineup after last season's trade deadline -- 
and what an incentive to re-sign in Pittsburgh, eh? 

The trio has built on that tease, with a plus-8 goal differential 
and a stellar 1.65 goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 in 
22 games. 

7. New Jersey Devils: Erik Haula-Jack Hughes-Jesper Bratt 

New Jersey's top line had been one of the best two-way 
units in the NHL. Hughes and Bratt worked well together, 
with a plus-12 goal differential over the last three seasons 
when they share the ice. Haula joined them after Ondrej 
Palat's injury, and away they've gone: 3.9 goals per 60 
minutes and earning nearly 70% of the scoring chances. 
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They're devastating off the rush but know how to take care of 
their own zone, too, thanks in large part to Hughes' 
noticeable improvement as a defender. An incredible line for 
the Devils, although one coach Lindy Ruff decided to break 
up ... for now. 

6. Ottawa Senators: Brady Tkachuk-Tim Stutzle-Claude 
Giroux 

The first quarter of the season was a forgettable one for 
Ottawa, but this line was a keeper. Coach D.J. Smith flipped 
Giroux onto a line with Tkachuk and Stutzle to replace an 
offensively challenged -- at least this season -- Drake 
Batherson. He found a trio that combines Tkachuk's 
consistency, Stutzle's high-pace game and Giroux's veteran 
savvy. 

The results have been stellar: They get 63.8% of the 
expected goals, 65% of the high-danger scoring chances 
and are giving up just 1.63 goals per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 
play. 

5. New Jersey Devils: Fabian Zetterlund-Nico Hischier-
Tomas Tatar 

The numbers for this line are absolutely staggering. They 
outscored opponents 8-1 at 5-on-5, for a 0.46 goals against 
per 60 minutes average. They earned 62% of the shot 
attempts and 63% of the scoring chances. They were better 
defensively than the Hughes line and paced with them 
offensively. 

Hischier was the fulcrum of the line, putting together a Selke 
Trophy-worthy season while tallying the second most even-
strength points on the Devils (20) behind Hughes. Ruff 
shuffled up his lines recently, moving Jesper Bratt with Tatar 
and Hischier, and elevating Dawson Mercer to the Hughes 
line. Based on sample size, we have to give the nod to this 
line ... but that new unit with Bratt could very well eclipse it. 

4. Florida Panthers: Carter Verhaeghe-Aleksander Barkov-
Matthew Tkachuk 

The Panthers traded Huberdeau for Tkachuk, so naturally 
they tried to recreate the dynamic they had last season: 
Barkov on one line, Tkachuk sliding next to Sam Bennett on 
the second line. But near the end of October, Florida got a 
taste of what Tkachuk could do with Barkov and Verhaeghe, 
and now they're feasting on opposing teams. 

The trio have a plus-8 goal differential and earn just over 
72% of the scoring chances. They average 5.85 goals per 60 
minutes while giving up just 1.18 goals per 60. A steamroller 
of a line that's been thwarted only by Barkov's injury troubles. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights: Chandler Stephenson-Jack Eichel-
Mark Stone 

The top line on the Golden Knights had a plus-13 goal 
differential through 26 games, which is to be expected with 
Eichel scoring 21 of his 29 points at even strength. But the 
reason this line dominates isn't its offense: The trio averaged 
1.42 goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, and the Knights 
have a .942 save percentage when they're on the ice 
together. 

Some of that is to be expected when Mark Stone, perhaps 
the best defensive winger in the NHL, is patrolling out there. 

But don't sleep on how much Eichel's defensive game has 
improved. Add Stephenson to those two and Vegas hit the 
jackpot. 

2. Boston Bruins: Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Jake 
DeBrusk 

Marchand and Bergeron are no strangers to these lists. On 
our 2018 ranking, their line with David Pastrnak was second 
overall to the Avalanche's trio of Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan 
MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen, whose absence on this list 
can be chalked up primarily to injuries. 

The Bruins' top line put DeBrusk with their most dynamic 
duo, and it's been stellar: According to Money Puck, they 
have the NHL's best expected goals ratio at 70.6%. They are 
allowing 0.48 goals per 60 minutes. They're earning nearly 
70% of the scoring chances. The Bruins had a .988 save 
percentage with them on the ice! Another season of 
Bergeron meant another dynamic top line for the B's. But not 
the NHL's best ... 

1. Dallas Stars: Jason Robertson-Roope Hintz-Joe Pavelski 

There was probably some hipster-pick, analytics-brain way to 
argue against the Stars' headliners as the best line in the 
NHL. I could mention how Money Puck has them with the 
21st highest expected goals percentage (59.8%). Or that 
Evolving Hockey has them at 14th in goals-for percentage 
(73.4%), behind some of the lines already listed here. There 
are undoubtedly counterarguments to the argument, 
counternarratives to the narrative. There always are. 

None of them can dissuade me from crowning these kings. 

Through 25 games, this trio has outscored opponents 23-8, 
good for a 1.96 goals against per 60 minutes average to 
balance out their offensive dominance. They gobble up 58% 
of the shot attempts and 65% of the high-danger shot 
attempts. Hintz is the defensive ace. Pavelski is the score-at-
all-costs veteran. Robertson is the high-octane goal scorer 
whose 23 goals in 26 games led the NHL. They're the gold 
standard at the moment, the line that's worth the price of 
admission or your minutes streaming the game. 

About the only thing they haven't earned is a nickname. 
Which is a shame, because every great line deserves one. 
And this is a great, great line. 

Honorable mentions 

Anaheim Ducks: Trevor Zegras-Adam Henrique-Troy Terry 
Colorado Avalanche: Artturi Lehkonen-Nathan MacKinnon-
Mikko Rantanen 
Detroit Red Wings: David Perron-Dylan Larkin-Dominik 
Kubalik 
Los Angeles Kings: Trevor Moore-Phillip Danault-Viktor 
Arvidsson 
Minnesota Wild: Kirill Kaprizov-Sam Steel-Mats Zuccarello 
New York Islanders: Josh Bailey-Mathew Barzal-Oliver 
Wahlstrom 
Toronto Maple Leafs: Nicholas Robertson-John Tavares-
Mitchell Marner 
Winnipeg Jets: Cole Perfetti-Mark Scheifele-Blake Wheeler 
Vancouver Canucks: Nils Hoglander-Bo Horvat-J.T. Miller 
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Jersey Foul of the week 

From reader Dustin Perez: 

So that's a Minnesota Wild jersey that celebrates the Dallas 
Stars, who used to be the Minnesota North Stars. The 
celebration seems to refer to the Stars' championship in 
1999, but also encompasses Wayne Gretzky's league-wide 
number retirement. This is a parfait of Fouls, perfect on its 
own terms. 

Video of the week 

Chicago's Andreas Athanasiou called Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba an $8 million player with zero goals who "tries 
to hurt guys on the other team" to justify his existence. 
Coming to Trouba's defense? Hockey Hall of Famer Chris 
Pronger, who issued a "stop whining to the media and keep 
your head up" edict to Athanasiou. 

Due respect to Athanasiou, but "hurting guys on the other 
team" is an indelible skill in this league, especially if the 
player can stay on the right side of the rule book when doing 
so. The Rangers don't win their first-round playoff series last 
spring if Trouba doesn't injure Sidney Crosby, and he 
impacted their second-round series with a hit on Carolina's 
Seth Jarvis. Tom Wilson delivered a series of injurious hits 
during the Washington Capitals' Cup run in 2018, earning a 
three-game suspension for one of them that broke the jaw of 
Pittsburgh's Zach Aston-Reese. 

You don't want to see anyone injured in this sport. But it 
happens, and the fact is that a player who can deliver those 
hits while also playing 21 minutes per game or on the 
opposite wing of Alex Ovechkin doesn't only justify their 
paycheck but becomes coveted. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Tage Thompson 

Four goals in the first period against the Blue Jackets, five for 
the game and six points overall on Wednesday night. In the 
span of three years, Tage Thompson went from being 
synonymous with one of the Sabres' most regrettable trades 
to having 21 goals in 25 games and teasing a run at the 
single-game NHL scoring record. Incredible. 

Loser: Jordan Binnington  

St. Louis Blues coach Craig Berube called out Binnington for 
another on-ice outburst and for jawing with the Pittsburgh 
bench: "It's got to stop. It doesn't help any. Just play goal. 
Stop the puck." He then met with Binnington privately to talk 
about frustrations and emotions. When a dude who played 
with Ron Hextall has to give lectures about decorum for his 
goaltender ... 

Winner: Matt Murray 

Murray hasn't always been an analytics darling, but his 
performance against the Stars on Tuesday made NHL fancy 
stats history. According to Money Puck, Murray's 5.979 goals 
saved above expected was the best for a goalie in a shutout 
since modern stats started. 

Loser: Harassing grandmas 

On Oct. 31, a Toronto Maple Leafs fan tweeted at the 
grandmother of GM Kyle Dubas that he should be fired for 
mismanaging the team. Since then, the Leafs are 12-1-4 and 
within range of first place in their division, thanks in part to 
Murray, Dubas' hand-picked goalie, playing outstanding 
hockey. 

Winner: 'The Mighty Ducks' 

The Disney hockey classic was honored by the New York 
Jets, who wore jerseys from the movie to their game against 
the Minnesota Vikings ... and then they continued the tribute 
by losing. 

Loser: Colorado Avalanche  

MacKinnon joins Landeskog, Nichushkin, Josh Manson and 
Bowen Byram among the team's injured regulars. It's been a 
janky, wonky, weird title defense for the champs. But in the 
end, they know they just have to get healthy, get in and they 
can win. Again. 

Puck headlines 

 Enjoyed this informative piece from Thibaud Chatel 
on how to track a hockey game. "Tracking a game 
should be fun, you are watching hockey and 
learning stuff. If it gets tiring, it's a sign you might 
want to reconsider part of your enterprise." 

 Interesting take on the Carey Price controversy this 
week that focuses on the Montreal Canadiens' role 
in it. "As for the Canadiens, it is striking to see that 
despite all the changes made in the 
communications department and the marked 
improvement in media relations specifically, they 
still found themselves mired in a similar situation, 
swimming upstream and playing catch-up hockey in 
terms of public relations." 

 Ryan Clark's rookie rankings. It would take a heck 
of an effort to outshine Logan Thompson, but Stuart 
Skinner and Pyotr Kochetkov are very much still on 
my Calder Trophy radar. 

 Examining the Ryan Reaves Effect in Minnesota. 
"His presence -- he's a veteran guy, obviously his 
physical presence. There's no messing around out 
there. He keeps the room loose, I think, from not 
being in there all the time." 

 "A Deep Aesthetic Analysis of the NHL's Digital 
Board Ad Glitches." I still think the tech is awesome. 
I also think the NHL really thought fans would 
overlook its current limitations more than they have. 

 Rather than Thanksgiving, the Christmas break may 
be a better barometer for who's playing for the 
Stanley Cup beginning in April. 

 Finally, the Devils' video team really outdid 
themselves with this Chico Resch-meets-A-ha 
thing.
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NHL Power Rankings: Devils Double Down in No. 1 

A three-headed race at the top headlines a week where 
some recent Stanley Cup winners have taken a tumble in the 
NHL power rankings. 

By Jason Chen 

With a league-leading 21 wins, the Devils are the No. 1 
ranked team for the second week in a row, joining the Bruins 
and Avs to be the only teams to hold down the top spot for 
multiple weeks.  

It’s become a three-headed race at the top with the Knights 
joining the fray, who move into the second spot this week 
thanks to a shootout win in Boston.  

The Leafs are the only team to drop out of last week’s top 
five but not necessarily through any fault of their own. The 
Jets had more convincing wins and Toronto's overtime loss 
to the Lightning certainly knocked them down a peg, but they 
bounced back and shut out the Stars thanks to Matt Murray’s 
44 saves.  

The biggest drops this week include the injury-riddled Avs, 
the very inconsistent Caps and the Blues, who thankfully just 
ended a four-game losing streak but have lost six of their 
past eight. I for one, however, would like to see what Jordan 
Binnington is like in a full-scale meltdown.  

(All fancy stats are 5v5 and courtesy naturalstattrick.com. 
CF% stands for Corsi For Percentage and xGF% represents 
Expected Goals For Percentage.) 

1. New Jersey Devils (21-4-1, +39. CF% league rank: 2, 
xGF% league rank: 1) 

The competition was not stiff (Flyers, Hawks), but no one can 
deny that their season so far has been mighty impressive, 
and all the stats back up the notion that they’re legitimately 
good. Their cap situation also ensures that they can be 
competitive for the next few years. With six impending UFAs, 
they have more than $35 million in projected cap space next 
season.  

2. Vegas Golden Knights (19-7-1, +23. CF%: 23, xGF%: 10) 

Reilly Smith’s shootout winner ended the Bruins’ unbeaten 
streak at home in an emotional return for the normally stoic 
Bruce Cassidy, so the Knights slip into the second spot this 
week.  

3. Boston Bruins (20-3-1, +43. CF%: 7, xGF%: 4) 

A revenge game is in the works on Sunday when the Bruins 
visit Las Vegas, and they can conserve their energy despite 
playing on the road Wednesday in Colorado and Friday in 
Arizona.  

4. Winnipeg Jets (16-7-1, +18. CF%: 21, xGF%: 22) 

Excellent goalie? Check. Strong defense by committee? 
Check. Low-scoring offense? Check. Gets outshot by their 
opponents? Check. Wins a lot of games anyway? Check. 
Yup, it’s a Rick Bowness team alright!  

5. Tampa Bay Lightning (15-9-1, +7. CF%: 12, xGF%: 6) 

They just won’t go away. An overtime win against the Leafs 
was yet another dagger into their hearts, and the return of 
Anthony Cirelli should give them a huge boost. The Lightning 
are not in the elite tier this season – too much depth lost and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy hasn’t been Vezina-caliber – but no one 
would dare cross them off as a contender.  

6. Toronto Maple Leafs (16-5-6, +17. CF%: 17, xGF%: 14) 

It’s one of those things where a significant loss ends up 
bringing everyone together. An overtime loss to the Lightning 
aside, the Leafs have actually been excellent, and all things 
considered, they’ve managed their goalie situation very well.  

7. Carolina Hurricanes (14-6-6, +4. CF%: 1, xGF%: 2) 

The Hurricanes are scoring again, which is great because it’s 
about time. Their analytics – both possession and expected 
goals – are top-notch, and once again, they’ve found 
excellent goaltending from the unlikeliest of sources.  

8. Dallas Stars (14-7-5, +22. CF%: 10, xGF%: 16) 

There’s no denying the Stars are an excellent team, and the 
Peter DeBoer bump is real, but they had two uncharacteristic 
losses this past week. Jake Oettinger got a rare pull in a 6-5 
shootout loss, and then the team failed to capitalize on any 
of their 44 shots against the Leafs. Jason Robertson has 
been dynamite, but little brother Nick gets the last laugh in 
that one.  

9. New York Islanders (16-11-0, +13. CF%: 19, xGF%: 24) 

It's hard to tell if the Isles are a dark horse or a real 
contender. After reeling off four wins in a row, they’ve lost 
three of their past four with their only win coming against the 
awful Hawks. There have only been two seasons in the cap 
era where the Isles have had two centers who scored at a 
near point-per-game pace: 2017-18 with Mathew Barzal 
(1.04 P/GP) and John Tavares (1.02), and this year with 
Barzal (1.04) and Brock Nelson (0.96).  

10. Florida Panthers (12-10-4, +2. CF%: 3, xGF%: 3) 

Like the Leafs, they’re getting results despite missing a top 
player. Their depth is still somewhat concerning – Eric and 
Marc Staal were serviceable players last decade, not this 
one – but that Matthew Tkachuk trade looks like a pretty 
good win right now with the way he’s been playing.  

11. Seattle Kraken (15-7-3, +11. CF%: 9, xGF%: 8) 
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Too low? Perhaps, but watch the Kraken play and it’s a bit of 
a wonder how they’ve managed to rattle off so many wins. 
Their team shooting percentage has come down after 
scoring just three goals in their past two games, both losses.  

12. Detroit Red Wings (13-7-5, +3. CF%: 26, xGF%: 25) 

The middle of the pack feels right for the Wings, even though 
their record seems pretty impressive. Who would’ve guessed 
their best defenseman this season would be Filip Hronek?  

13. Colorado Avalanche (13-9-1, +12. CF%: 15, xGF%: 19) 

Oof. Their injury list reads like an all-star team with three 
forwards from their top six at the beginning of the season 
missing from the lineup, and that’s not including captain 
Gabriel Landeskog. The early prognosis is Nathan 
MacKinnon will miss about four weeks. One name that’s 
intriguing: 2021 first-round pick Oskar Olausson, who played 
only 7:02 in his NHL debut but may get another crack at it 
now. Also, we’ll see just how good Mikko Rantanen is having 
to carry this team.  

14. Pittsburgh Penguins (14-8-4, +14. CF%: 13, xGF%: 5) 

The Pens are hot again with three straight wins despite 
having one of the worst power plays in the league and with 
Kasperi Kapanen – of all people – scoring a hat trick. Sidney 
Crosby is aging like fine wine, and Kris Letang is already 
skating days after suffering a stroke.  

15. Minnesota Wild (13-9-2, +4. CF%: 14, xGF%: 13) 

That’s four straight wins for the Wild, which also happens to 
describe how they did it: a minor scare against the Coyotes, 
a comeback win against the Oilers and then back-to-back 
shootout wins despite having travel in between.  

16. Calgary Flames (12-10-3, even. CF%: 4, xGF%: 7) 

Dan Vladar has won two straight games and started five of 
their seven games. Is this how the Flames' season is saved? 
Or will they have to get another player from the Canucks 
again?!  

17. Edmonton Oilers (14-12-0, -4. CF%: 20, xGF%: 21) 

Has any other team squandered more talent than the Oilers? 
In the post-Gretzky era, the Oilers rank a paltry 28th in points 
percentage even though they’ve had 16 top-10 picks, 
including four No. 1 picks.  

18. Los Angeles Kings (14-10-4, -2. CF%: 11, xGF%: 9) 

The Kings should be a lot better than their record suggests. 
Their .880 team save percentage is the lowest in the league, 
according to hockey-reference.com, which is tied with the 
Kraken last season and the Flyers the season before that. 
It’s historically bad.  

19. Buffalo Sabres (11-13-1, +4. CF%: 6, xGF%: 15) 

You get the feeling the Sabres are one hot streak away from 
making the playoffs. It’s going to have to happen at the right 
time, but it's interesting that they have to win more than three 
games in a row this season, which they’ve only done once (!) 
since the 2019-20 season. The Peterka-Cozens-Quinn line 
has also been low-key excellent lately.  

20. Nashville Predators (12-9-2, -7. CF%: 18, xGF%: 18) 

They’re going to sneak into the playoffs again, aren’t they? 
The Preds practically created sports purgatory.  

21. Vancouver Canucks (11-12-3, -10. CF%: 25, xGF%: 28) 

The Canucks remain one of the most fascinating clubs in the 
league, and their dysfunction has gone from Bluth-level 
comedy to something more akin to Waystar Royco, where 
it’s become self-destructive and hard to watch.  

22. Montreal Canadiens (13-11-2, -12. CF%: 22, xGF%: 26) 

We should’ve seen that Shane Wright revenge game coming 
a mile away. First, the Habs blow a 4-0 lead after one period, 
and then Wright gets called up after scoring four goals in five 
games with Coachella Valley.  

23. New York Rangers (12-10-5, +2. CF%: 5, xGF%: 11) 

The Rangers have all the pieces but many times look 
absolutely listless. Gerard Gallant has never lasted more 
than three full seasons as the head coach with any club.  

24. Ottawa Senators (10-14-1, -6. CF%: 8, xGF%: 12) 

Just when you think the Sens are turning the corner, they 
score just two goals against a team with bad goaltending and 
watch their own starter implode. It’s always one step forward 
and then two steps back with the Sens.  

25. St. Louis Blues (12-14-0, -20. CF%: 28, xGF%: 23) 

Losing six of your past seven will certainly drop you down the 
power rankings like a rock, and Binnington hasn’t won a 
game in two weeks. It wouldn’t be surprising if the Blues 
turned to Thomas Greiss for an extended period, literally 
putting Binnington’s childish antics in a timeout.  

26. Washington Capitals (11-12-4, -11. CF%: 16, xGF%: 20) 

This feels like a lost season for the Caps, who elected not to 
make any significant changes to their roster aside from 
signing Darcy Kuemper, who is now taking a backseat to 
Charlie Lindgren. With “only” 13 goals and a minus-14 rating 
in 27 games, this is shaping up to be one of Alex Ovechkin’s 
worst seasons.  

27. Philadelphia Flyers (9-12-5, -21. CF%: 27, xGF%: 29) 

Give credit to the Flyers; they play hard but don’t win many 
games. John Tortorella must’ve known this coming in, and so 
should everyone else except GM Chuck Fletcher with one 
glance at their roster, but kudos for not rolling over for the 
defending champs.  

28. Columbus Blue Jackets (8-14-2, -29. CF%: 29, xGF%: 
27) 

Whether it's Elvis Merzlikins or Joonas Korpisalo in net, it 
doesn’t matter. They can’t score consistently, they don’t 
defend particularly well and their special teams are certainly 
special in the most derogatory sense of the word.  

29. Arizona Coyotes (7-12-4, -20. CF%: 31, xGF%: 32) 

The Coyotes have not ranked in the bottom three for seven 
weeks in a row. This is the part of the program where we 
start passing out participation medals.  

30. Anaheim Ducks (7-17-3, -45. CF%: 30, xGF%: 31) 
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The most interesting story to come out of Anaheim this year 
is that they make the rookies carry around Settlers of Catan. 
They certainly play like hockey comes second.  

31. Chicago Blackhawks (7-14-4, -30. CF%: 32, xGF%: 30) 

Things perked up for a little while, but there’s no doubt this 
team is bound for the lottery.  

32. San Jose Sharks (8-16-4, -21. CF%: 24, xGF%: 17) 

The Sharks are the only team to lose all of their games over 
the past week, and all in regulation. I think they took the 
nickname of playing in the 'Shark Tank' a little too literally.

  

 

 

Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: New Jersey Devils Keep on Rolling 

The Carolina Hurricanes keep a hold on second with seven 
of eight points on their latest West Coast road trip. 

By Zeke Lukow 

1. New Jersey Devils: 43 Points (21-4-1) 

It is still worth noting that after the New Jersey Devils lost 
their first two games of the season their fans fired up a “Fire 
Lindy” chant. Since then, the Devils have not lost back-to-
back games. Their 3-0 win against the Chicago Blackhawks 
last night also saw them regain the top spot in the NHL. The 
Devils also set a record for the most wins all time in the 
month of November with 13, with a total record in the month 
of 13-1-0. 

Jack Hughes may be flying under the radar because he 
plays across the Hudson River from Manhattan, but his six 
game point streak that includes six goals and four assists is 
some elite level stuff. The 21-year old center has 29 points in 
25 games and its very hard to find a stretch of this season 
where he hasn’t scored in bunches. While Nico Hischier and 
Jesper Bratt get most of the conversation, Hughes is 
developing into a top centerman in the league despite 
playing on the second line.  

2. Carolina Hurricanes: 34 Points (14-6-6) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have points in their last six games 
and are doing a good job of limiting damage by earning loser 
points in the games they do end up on the wrong side of. 
Their six overtime losses are tied for the most in the league 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs. The issue recently has been 
the Canes playing down to their opponents. They lost in 
overtime last night to the worst team in the league.  

Their last regulation loss came against the Arizona Coyotes, 
the 29th team in the league. Of the top 10 teams in the 
league the Canes have the worst goal differential at +4, 
seven less than any other team in the top 10. You have to go 
to the Los Angeles Kings at 11th place to see a team with a 
worse differential than the Canes at -2. 

The Canes should be able to improve in this department, as 
they rank second in both expected goals for and expected 
goals for percentage. They are getting the scoring chances 
but they aren’t putting the puck in the net. They are seeing 

the same issues that have plagued them for years, ranking 
27th in the league in even strength shooting percentage at 
7.8%. The power play also ranks 28th at just 17.6% which 
doesn’t cover up for their even strength scoring struggles.  

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 32 Points (14-8-4) 

The Peguins were met with tough news last week as it was 
announced that defenseman Kris Letang suffered a stroke 
last Monday. This is Letang’s second stroke in eight years, 
but the news seems to be good coming out of Letang’s camp 
with all signs point to it being less serious than his first 
stroke. However, there is still no timetable for his return as 
doctors continue to run tests. He has continued to skate and 
has light off-ice workouts in his recovery and the Penguins 
have not added him to LTIR which would allow them to 
exceed the cap by his $6.1 million cap hit. 

After being a noted healthy scratch this season for two 
straight weeks, winger Kasperi Kapanen has roared back 
onto the scene. Since returning, in five games played he has 
recorded five points including four goals and a hat-trick 
against the struggling St. Louis Blues on Saturday. Kapanen 
certainly looks like he’s had the confidence boost that he 
needs to be back in the lineup on a regular basis. He is 
certainly a key player to continue to follow heading forward.  

4. New York Islanders: 32 Points (16-11-0) 

The New York Islanders have been fairly successful this 
season with a 16-11-0 record and have been showing a 
steady rate of improvement. They are tied in points for third 
place in the division with Pittsburgh (though are bumped to 
WC1 based off of point percentage) and maintain a +13 goal 
differential. Despite the high goal differential, their underlying 
numbers haven’t been great. Their 48.92% Corsi is ranked 
just 22nd in the league. Despite having a sub 50% Corsi, 
they have a 56.38 % goals for which is the sixth best in the 
league. 

This is way higher than their 46.47% expected goals for. 
Digging into these numbers, this means that the Islanders 
are expected to have a negative goal differential at even 
strength, but are greatly outperforming those metrics. The 
Islanders defense has been bailed out by their goaltenders. 
Despite having let up 650 scoring chances, the fifth most in 
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the league, they have the seventh fewest goals against with 
just 41.  

5. New York Rangers: 29 Points (12-10-5) 

The New York Rangers had lost five of six heading into 
Monday night’s game against the St. Louis Blues. The Blues 
served as a great “get right game” for the Rangers who were 
able to earn a 6-4 win. The last time the Rangers won two 
straight games was November 19-22 and they just posted a 
6-6-2 record in November. There has been plenty of criticism 
over freshly named captain, Jacob Trouba’s recent play. 
Trouba has just seven points in 27 games played so far this 
season.  

Over the last weekend he registered 19 PIMS which included 
fighting majors in back-to-back games. One of these fights 
came after Trouba hit Andreas Athanasiou high and 
Jonathan Toews came to his defense. Trouba has never had 
an issue being a physical presence on the ice, but the 
Rangers can’t afford to have a player making $8 million only 
showing up on the stat sheet for hits and PIMs.  

6. Washington Capitals: 26 Points (11-12-4) 

The Washington Capitals rank 27th in the league in scoring 
with just 2.74 goals per game which has been their biggest 
weakness. When the Caps acquired forward Anthony 
Mantha from the Detroit Red Wings they were expecting to 
get top six scoring while improving the veteran presence of 
the team. They paid a high price in Jakub Vrana who is a 
young forward who contributed to the Stanley Cup run but 
with less team control. Since joining the Caps Mantha has 
struggled to stay healthy and consistently produce.  

Last season he played in just 37 games but recorded a 
respectable 23 points with nine goals and 14 assists. This 
season he has struggled to produce at a high level with six 
goals and six assists in 27 games played. He has just one 
goal and one assist in his last nine games, and they both 
came in the same game against the Vancouver Canucks. 
Washington needs him to ramp up and produce at a higher 
level if they have any hope of digging out of their early 
season hole that sees them five points out of a playoff 
position.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 23 Points (9-12-5) 

Since returning from a hand injury that kept him out for the 
back half of November, Travis Konecny has scored in three 
straight games. This three-game goal streak has brought his 
season total up to 10 goals in 20 games and makes him the 
highest goal scorer on the team. His goal scoring finally paid 
off for a win on Monday night against the Colorado 
Avalanche who also lost star center Nathan MacKinnon in 
the first period. The win against the Avs is just their second 
win in their last 14 games. 

Since starting 5-2-1 the Flyers have a record of 4-10-4. 
Things aren’t going to get easier for the Flyers, with eight of 
their 10 remaining games in the month of December on the 
road. While the Flyers have been able to use their injury 
woes as a crutch to think they are better than they really are, 
those dreams could come crashing down by the end of the 
month and really make the organization look in the mirror 
and accept that they are long overdue for a rebuild. 

8. Columbus Blue Jackets: 18 Points (8-14-2) 

Columbus Blue Jackets forward Jakub Voracek’s NHL may 
very well be counting down its last days. Voracek suffered a 
concussion while playing in the NHL Global Series in 
Tampere Finland and has missed the last 13 games because 
of it. This season he had scored six points in 11 games 
played and was an impact player for Columbus. But he has a 
long list of head injuries and he told reporters a few days ago 
that the chances that he can play this season are “very slim.” 
According to his admission he said he suffered “seven or 
eight” concussions but that doesn’t include little ones or ones 
suffered at a younger age. 

He still is not ruling out a return in the long run, but he will 
need to be cleared by doctors and the team if he were to 
return. The 33 year-old is still signed through the 2023-24 
season. GM Jarmo Kekalainen is in no rush to see him 
return saying, “He has a young family. The most important 
thing is that he lives a normal life.” The other piece is that the 
Blue Jackets have experience with this in the past with Rick 
Nash who retired at the age or 34 after suffering lingering 
symptoms. 
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1261819 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders’ late rally falls short as they lose to Blues for third loss in last 
four games 

 

New York Daily News 

 

Noel Acciari and Colton Parayko scored 13 seconds apart in the third 
period and the St. Louis Blues defeated the Islanders 7-4 on Tuesday 
night. 

Josh Leivo had a goal and an assist and Thomas Greiss made 36 saves 
and the Blues snapped a five-game skid in the finale of a three-game 
northeastern road trip. Ivan Barbashev, Ryan O’Reilly and Robert 
Thomas also scored for St. Louis. 

Noah Dobson, Zach Parise, Hudson Fasching and Jean-Gabriel Pageau 
scored for New York. Ilya Sorokin made 21 saves, but the Islanders fell 
for the third time in four games. 

St. Louis Blues defenseman Justin Faulk skates past Islanders center 
Mathew Barzal on Tuesday night on Long Island.  

Parise, Fasching and Pageau scored within a 9:28 stretch in the third 
period to trim their deficit to one goal. But Thomas and Acciari each 
scored an empty-net goal to seal the victory in favor of St. Louis. 

Barbashev gave the Blues a 2-1 lead at 3:51 of the second period when 
he buried a feed from William Bitten on an odd-man rush opportunity. 
Islanders defenseman Scott Mayfield failed to keep the puck in the 
offensive zone after a strange bounce off the boards and the Blues 
capitalized. 

O’Reilly extended St. Louis’ lead to two goals at 14:58 of the second 
period. The Blues captain fired a sharp-angled shot and then beat 
Islanders defenseman Alexander Romanov to the rebound before 
pushing the puck past Sorokin. 

Leivo opened the scoring with a nifty wrist shot that rang off the post and 
in at 17:13 of the first period. The Islanders fell to 5-9 this season when 
surrendering the first goal. 

Dobson’s top-shelf one-timer evened the score at 1-all 39 seconds after 
Leivo notched his first of the season. Mathew Barzal showed off his great 
vision with a beautiful backhand pass to set up Dobson in the slot. 

Greiss preserved the Blues’ two-goal edge early in the third period with a 
critical stop on Parise off a pass from Jean-Gabriel Pageau. The German 
goaltender spent five seasons with the Islanders and helped the 
franchise end a 23-year drought without a playoff series victory when he 
guided the team past the Florida Panthers in the first round of the 2016 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Pavel Buchnevich (lower-body) and Torey Krug (upper-body) missed the 
game against the Islanders after sustaining injuries in the Blues’ 6-4 loss 
against the New York Rangers on Monday evening. 

Islanders defenseman Adam Pelech left the game in the third period and 
did not return. 

Blues defensemen have accounted for over 15% of the team’s goals this 
season, and St. Louis is 8-1 when a defenseman scores a goal. In 
addition, Blues defenders have contributed five power-play goals this 
season, tied for the most in the NHL with the Nashville Predators and 
Florida Panthers. 

The Islanders opponent is on the back end of a back-to-back for all three 
games on this homestand. Nashville played at New Jersey, while both 
Chicago and St. Louis visited UBS the day after playing at Madison 
Square Garden. It is the first time in Islanders history that a rested 
Islanders team has hosted a team that has played at another metro-area 
opponent for three straight games (per Islanders statistician Eric 
Hornick). 
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Islanders, adidas Hockey revive Fisherman logo for new Reverse Retro 
jersey 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

Books have been written about the twisted tale of the Islanders’ ill-fated 
Fisherman jersey of 1995-97. 

But adidas Hockey also saw some long-lasting positives from that era, 
enough to revive the logo for the Islanders’ new Reverse Retro jersey. 
The new sweaters make their on-ice debut when the Islanders face the 
Hurricanes on Saturday night at UBS Arena and will be worn five more 
times through January. 

“We would go to the Islanders’ team store or follow them on social and 
we’d see the Fisherman ID popping up,” adidas Hockey design director 
Matty Merrill said. “Almost every year, it seemed like it would come back. 
They’d do a backpack. Or they’d be offering T-shirts. I can only think of 
two other NHL franchises where the uniforms really haven’t existed for 
two or three decades but people still buy them. And that’s the (Hartford) 
Whalers and the (Quebec) Nordiques. Those were two jerseys that won 
Reverse Retro the first time around. 

“(The Fisherman) still had this demand. The NHL, the team and adidas 
all knew that we wanted to try and get this one done. We literally called it 
the white whale. We’re going to go Ahab on this.” 

This is the second iteration of the NHL Reverse Retro series – the 
Islanders’ initial design was essentially their current home jersey with a 
deeper shade of blue – and adidas Hockey senior director Dan Near 
acknowledged his company overall wanted to take a “more ambitious 
approach.” 

“The first time around, we were just happy that everybody participated,” 
Near said. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 8, 2022 

 

Merrill said the standard timeline for creating a jersey – from the initial 
discussions on design to production – is typically about 18 months. 

Time, too, was spent on convincing Islanders president and general 
manager Lou Lamoriello, never a fan of third jerseys, on the alternate 
design. 

“There’s a guy named Nick Pizzutello,” Near said of the senior vice 
president for NY Hockey Holdings. “He works as a liaison in a process 
like this. He’s a smart guy. He did a lot of social listening the first time 
around and he came to us and said, ‘We want to be a part of this. We 
want to do it right. We want the fans to get what they want. But it’s going 
to be a process.’ 

“I think it’s fair to say, they were one of the very last ones we finalized. 
One of the most iterations (of designs). Because the process is sacred. 
What hockey players wear on the ice is important to Islanders’ 
leadership. It’s important to everybody. But this leadership is well known 
for that and we appreciate that level of rigor. At the end of the day we got 
there and we got there with something we think they’re super proud of.” 

Notes & quotes: The Islanders were off on Wednesday and will practice 
on Thursday before facing the Devils on Friday night at Prudential 
Center. There was no update on D Adam Pelech, who left Tuesday 
night’s 7-4 loss to the visiting Blues with a suspected head injury. 
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Cold Wingers; Can Islanders Sustain Playoff Push?  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

The New York Islanders have shown vast improvement on the offensive 
side of the puck this season, as they have averaged 3.19 goals per game 
through 27 games (86 goals) after just 2.79 a year ago. But the increase 
in production has had a lot to do with the members of the backend, as 20 
of those goals have come via defensemen. 

Centerman Brock Nelson leads the New York Islanders with 12 goals, 
with the remaining 54 goals being spread out amongst the forward 
positions. 

Besides Zach Parise, who now has nine goals in 26 games and has been 
a consistent threat on a nightly basis, too many wingers have struggled 
to provide a consistent scoring touch this season. 

And with their latest loss, a 7-5 defeat to the St. Louis Blues on Tuesday 
night, the Islanders dropped to the first wild-card spot. With the lack of 
production by a handful of wingers, can the Islanders sustain their playoff 
push? 

All upcoming statistics are courtesy of Natural Stat Trick. 

Islanders Cold Wingers 

New York Islanders captain Anders Lee got off to a tremendous start, 
with eight goals through the first 14 games with six assists. In the last 13 
games, the 32-year-old winger has not scored a goal, with just six 
assists. Over these last 14 games, Lee has 12 shots on goal with an 
Expected Goals For of just 2.65 (five-on-five). 

Lee leads the team with 32 scoring chances and 12 high-danger chances 
over that span, as he has struggled to bury his created chances. 

Through 27 games, Lee has eight goals and 12 assists. 

What hasn’t helped Lee has been the play of linemate Anthony 
Beauvillier, who has failed to rebound after a lackluster 2021-22 season. 

Through 26 games, Beauvillier has just five goals with six assists. After 
two goals in his first five games, three in his first eight, the 25-year-old 
has just two over his last 18 games. He’s struggled on a nightly basis, 
with his performance against the St. Louis Blues one of his worst of the 
season. 

He had a few giveaways, lost a few pucks while the Islanders tried to 
transition, iced the puck a few times, and made a few questionable 
decisions. 

Given Beauvillier’s speed, he should be a threat on a nightly basis, but 
too often, he has been invisible. He does rank third amongst the forward 
group in chances for, at 73, but his point total (11) ranks seventh. 

Out of all the forwards, the longest-tenured Islander, Josh Bailey, has 
struggled the most. 

Despite Lambert never criticizing any of his players in the media, Bailey 
has been a healthy scratch four times this season. When in the lineup, he 
has struggled to provide not just consistent offense but consistent play. 

In 22 games, Bailey has just four goals and three assists. 

Lambert has shuffled Bailey from the first line to the third line. With the 
emergence of Simon Holmstrom, who has played well alongside Jean-
Gabriel Pageau and Zach Parise, Lambert has often lined Bailey up with 
Mathew Barzal and Oliver Wahlstrom. 

Despite Bailey’s hockey IQ, he has not shown that he belongs alongside 
Barzal and has also struggled on the third line. 

Over his last 10 games, Bailey has a goal and an assist. 

On the season, Bailey has created 33 scoring opportunities and has 
recorded the fourth-fewest shots on goal amongst the forward group with 
32 (five-on-five). 

As much as Oliver Wahlstrom has taken strides on the defensive side of 
the puck and has become a two-way forward in year four, he has not 
served as the consistent sniper the Islanders need him to be. 

In 25 games, the 22-year-old has six goals and six assists, with just one 
goal in his last 10 contests. He’s third on the team with 50 shots and is 
third on the team with 54 individual scoring chances, but in terms of 
production, he ranks seventh (five-on-five). 

Injured Islanders & Their Replacements 

The Islanders are currently without Kyle Palmieri, who missed his 
seventh-straight game with an upper-body injury. In 20 games this 
season, Palmieri has six goals and three assists. After going scoreless in 
his first six games, two goals over the first 10, Palmieri scored four goals 
in his last 10 contests before the injury. 

In his place, rookie Simon Holmstrom has played well but has yet to 
score a goal in seven contests. 

Fourth-line forward Cal Clutterbuck had two goals in 22 games before 
missing the last three games with an undisclosed injury. His replacement 
in the previous two games has been 29-year-old Hudson Fasching, who 
scored his first goal as an Islander Tuesday night. 

Sustainable? 

The Islanders have had too many passengers offensively this season. As 
mentioned, the members of the backend have played a critical role in the 
offense’s success, but the Islanders are starting to lose the games they 
were winning earlier in the season. 

The Islanders have registered over 40 shots in each of the last four 
contests but have just won two of those games. 

Success for New York has always come when they could run all four 
lines on a nightly basis. 
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Even when the Islanders have played well this season, Lambert has very 
rarely been able to rely on all four lines, always making tweaks to the 
lineup to try to get the most out of certain players. 

It seems that the Islanders will only get more production out of their 
winger position by upgrading that position before or at the 2023 NHL 
Trade Deadline. Like their neighbors on Broadway, the New York 
Rangers, if the Islanders do not get help soon at the forward position, 
whether it be certain players stepping up or via an acquisition, the 
Islanders will have a difficult time staying in the playoff race. 

Is Patrick Kane on Lamoriello’s radar? 

Looking back at the winger position, there should not be much concern 
with the play of Lee or Wahlstrom, as both have been creating chances 
and have played vital roles this season that the stat line may not show. 

But for Bailey and Beauvillier, the struggles have been problematic, to 
the point where their futures as everyday players in the lineup is anything 
but a certainty. 
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Islanders Lose Pelech; Lambert's Options if He Misses Time  

 

Stefen Rosner 

 

On Tuesday night, the New York Islanders not only lost to the St. Louis 
Blues 7-5 but lost their top-pairing defenseman, Adam Pelech, just over 
four minutes into the third period. 

As Adam Pelech lost his balance behind his netminder Ilya Sorokin, he 
quickly dished the puck off his partner, Ryan Pulock. As he made the 
pass, he was pushed in the back by Blues forward Josh Leivo and fell to 
a knee, but was still facing up the ice. A second later, Blues defenseman 
Robert Bortuzzo charged in and crushed Pelech, seeing the 2022 All-
Star defenseman hard into the boards–head first. 

His right leg also bent back as well when he fell back. 

Bortuzzo hit on Pelech pic.twitter.com/fbDqbSNF5n 

— Rob Taub (@RTaub_) December 7, 2022 

Pelech seemed dazed and confused and needed to be helped off the ice 
by the trainer and a teammate. He did not return to the game, and 
Islanders head coach Lane Lambert did not have an update on his 
status. 

For New York, the hope is that Pelech’s injury is not as bad as it looks. 
They already have one player on injured reserve, as Kyle Palmieri has 
missed the last seven games with an upper-body injury after taking a hit 
to the head by Toronto Maple Leafs defenseman Morgan Reilly. 

Palmieri just started skating on his own, with the incident happening two 
weeks ago. 

If Pelech is to miss time, however many games, Robin Salo will likely 
take his place on the backend. 

Salo, 24, played the first four games of the season for New York, with 
two goals, but has yet to be back in the lineup since Lambert turned to 
Sebastian Aho on Oct. 22. 

Over the month and a half since Salo has served as the Islanders’ 
seventh defenseman while also being reassigned to Bridgeport (AHL) a 
few times to stay in game form. 

Lambert and Bridgeport Islanders head coach Brent Thompson have 
both liked what they have seen from him on his AHL stints. Salo’s biggest 

issue at the NHL level has been his consistency, an issue many players 
around the NHL struggle with. Despite being a young player, his time to 
prove himself to be a no-doubt NHL-caliber defenseman with the 
Islanders is running out. 

Salo also can play both defensive sides, which allows Lambert to pair 
him with any of the five other defensemen. 

Here are Lane Lambert’s options: 

Reunite Salo with Mayfield 

In all four games Salo appeared in for the New York Islanders, Lambert 
played him alongside Scott Mayfield. 

The duo played 42:19 minutes together, outscoring their opponents 3-2, 
but Salo had a few games where he showed how valuable he could be 
but then a few games wondering if he is ready for an everyday NHL role. 

If need be, a caveat to this pairing reuniting is that the Mayfield-Romanov 
pairing on Tuesday night struggled mightily in the loss. As a pair, they 
were on the ice for three goals against, as Mayfield was caught twice 
while Romanov had a coverage mistake. 

“Just a couple of uncharacteristic decisions ended up putting us in a little 
bit of a bad spot, and you know, those things happen, and we will move 
forward,” Lambert said following the game. 

He could break up that pairing and place Alexander Romanov with Ryan 
Pulock. 

The two have played 45:45 minutes together at even strength, having 
outscored their opponents 3-1, but were outshot heavily 34-19 and out-
chanced 28-14. 

Put Salo in Pelech’s Spot 

The other option for Lambert could be to keep the bottom two pairings 
the same and play Salo alongside Pulock. The two actually were 
competing to be the quarterback of the Islanders’ second power-play 
unit, with Salo winning the job. But when Salo started to struggle, 
Lambert awarded Pulock the job, which he still has. 

Pulock was taken off the power play last season as he struggled to hit 
the net with consistency. 

Although Pelech is the strongest defenseman on the New York Islanders 
roster, Pulock is also strong defensively. With Salo alongside him, he can 
sit back a bit more and let Salo help more in the transition. 

That allows Noah Dobson and Sebastian Aho to keep building chemistry, 
as it hasn’t been smooth sailing after a handful of games. 

Play Salo with Dobson 

As mentioned, the Aho-Dobson pairing has been struggling, and Lambert 
could put that experiment on the back burner and have Salo play with 
Dobson. 

Last season, those two played 45:48 minutes as a pairing, being outshot 
34-29 and on the ice for one goal against. 

The concern for this pairing would be the defensive side of the puck, as 
both have struggled in their own zone this season. It would be very 
similar to Dobson’s current situation with Aho, as both are offensive 
defensemen. 

The New York Islanders may try to upgrade their backend at the 2023 
NHL Trade Deadline on Mar. 3, as they could use another everyday NHL 
defenseman. 

Final Notes 

If they wanted to, the New York Islanders could call up 2019 second-
round pick Samuel Bolduc, who currently has 19 points in 22 games for 
Bridgeport. Bolduc is a left-side defenseman which fills the need, but the 
21-year-old missed significant time with an injury last season, followed by 
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most of training camp, failing to be healthy enough to get into a 
preseason contest. 

The Islanders may feel that Bolduc is not ready, and Lamoriello made it 
clear that he rather wait too long to call prospects up, rather than rush it. 

Pelech, very well, could be fine and, at the very least, miss a game or 
two. It did not look great–it seemed pretty serious–but we don’t know the 
extent of the injury at this time. 
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'Fun, pretty hectic' finale in Tampa Bay leaves Detroit Red Wings happy, 
confident 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES    

 

TAMPA, Fla. — Four goals in five minutes is dizzying, but two of them 
added up to four and fun for the Detroit Red Wings. 

"It's not always nice when you have the lead and they get a couple, but 
we were ready to finish the game with a couple empty netters," Ville 
Husso said after Tuesday's 4-2 victory against the Tampa Bay Lightning 
at Amalie Arena. The ending put the Wings on a two-game winning 
streak, made all the more enjoyable coming against an opponent with as 
much skill as the Bolts. 

"I feel like in this league, you can win against any team when you play at 
your own level," Husso said. "That's something we want to do night after 
night. It was a big win, for sure. That was fun." 

A BIG WEEK AHEAD:Rest of week will tell a great deal about Red 
Wings. Here's why 

Michael Rasmussen, who scored two minutes into the second period, 
described the final stretch as "pretty hectic. All that matters is that we got 
the win and Hus was great. Good effort there." 

Husso had made 16 saves when the second period ended. When the 
third ended, it was 44. When he wasn't tracking pucks, he was eyeballing 
the game clock during stoppages. 

"You always look and know what's going on," Husso said. "At that point, I 
wasn't thinking shut out, just, get the win. They have a lot of high-end, 
skilled players, so they got two goals, and you have a chance to win the 
game." 

Jonatan Berggren had made it 2-0 six minutes into the third period, which 
led Lightning coach Jon Cooper to gamble and pull goaltender Andrei 
Vasilevskiy for an extra attacker just past the 14-minute mark. Steven 
Stamkos made good on the gamble, pulling the Bolts within one goal with 
5:08 to go. Adam Erne cushioned that blow with an empty-net goal 90 
seconds later. Brayden Point scored with 2:26 to play, making for a tense 
couple minutes until David Perron skated the puck all the way to Tampa's 
net for another empty-net goal with 24.8 seconds remaining. 

Pulling the goalie is a common maneuver for trailing teams, but that was 
a notably long stretch. 

AN OLD FRIEND:Ex-Wings coach Jeff Blashill to-do list in Tampa: Teach 
defense, drain pools 

"I was a little surprised," Wings coach Derek Lalonde said of his former 
boss' decision. "But they had such momentum going, and maybe it was 
because of the matchup." 

The Wings had Joe Veleno's lineup with Berggren and Austin Czarnik on 
the ice when Vasilevskiy skated to the bench. 

"I would do it all over again," Lalonde said. "That line was good. And it 
just helps us when we roll all four lines, with the rhythm of our team. 

"I just liked the way we played. We were on our heels in the third, it goes 
to show you what they can be like with urgency with that push in the 
third, but we put ourselves in that position with two really good periods. 
As tough as it was, the ice was tilted in the third, I still thought we 
managed it well enough. It was a good win for us." 
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Ville Husso showing his value, consistency for surging Red Wings 

 

TED KULFAN   

 

Sunrise, Fla. — There's always talk around the NHL, when it comes to 
goaltenders, of who are the best or who is playing particularly well. 

Who, maybe, can steal a game, or carry a team into the playoffs? 

The Red Wings' Ville Husso isn't being mentioned prominently in those 
conversations. Not yet, anyway. 

Husso could be, and maybe should be, after the way he's been playing, 
especially lately. 

The latest starring performance was Tuesday's 4-2 victory over Tampa 
Bay. Husso made 43 saves, including 27 in the third period. 

Coach Derek Lalonde has mentioned the last several weeks, along with 
numerous players, that Husso is arguably the Wings' most valuable 
player. 

If anyone had much doubt, all they had to do was watch Tuesday's 
game. 

"He's playing well for us," said Lalonde, who made a triumphant return to 
Tampa, where he was an assistant under head coach Jon Cooper the 
last four seasons. "Did we want play him three of the last four games, 
probably not. But he's playing at such a high level, it was an easy 
decision and ended up a good decision, him getting the win." 

The combination of Husso (11-4-3, 2.54 goals-against average, .916 
save percentage) playing so well, and Alex Nedeljkovic (2-3-2, 3.97 GAA, 
.880 SVS) struggling, has resulted in a change of plans for Lalonde. The 
hope was there would be a more equal number of starts between the two 
goaltenders until, maybe, further down the season one would separate 
and earn the majority of work. 

But the way Husso has played, it's difficult to take away any games from 
him right now. Though Lalonde will give Nedeljkovic one of the final two 
road games, either Thursday against Florida or Saturday's game in 
Dallas. 

"Ned will definitely get one of these next two games," Lalonde said. 

For his part, Husso was just glad the Wings left Tampa with a victory. 

Husso feels in the NHL any team can beat any other team, no matter the 
record. So skating into Tampa and taking a victory against the three-time 
Stanley Cup finalists (two of those are championships) was a huge thing 
to put on the resume. 

"That's something we want to do, night after night, and it was a big win 
for sure," Husso said. "They've been in the finals the last three years so 
they're a real good hockey team. But with our structure, and all that stuff, 
it helps. Our guys did a good job, they've been doing a good job the 
whole season." 
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As has Husso, who is looking to be another of general manager Steve 
Yzerman's shrewd acquisitions. The goaltender is taking the playing time 
and quality starts in stride. 

"You go day by day and try to still get better and get those wins," Husso 
said. "It's always nice as a team to win those games. But there's still a lot 
of hockey left." 

Textbook defense 

Tampa put those 43 shots on net total, but through two periods only had 
16 shots on Husso. 

It was about as good a defensive effort the Wings have had against the 
powerful Lightning in years. 

"We disrupted the rush," Lalonde said. “We did a good job gapping, good 
job having bodies back through the middle of the ice, and it actually was 
helping us in transition. We were getting offense on it. 

"When we’re good, when we don't give up the ice, we don't give up the 
neutral zone." 

Different feeling 

This was the Wings' fourth consecutive road win, something they haven't 
done since 2015-16, and moved past Tampa into third place in the 
Atlantic Division on win percentage, as well as winning the first two 
games of this current four-game road trip. 

But there's no excessive noise or celebrating, no outwardly excitement to 
be seen. There does appear to be a growing quiet confidence and the 
expectation to do well. 

"More wins," said Michael Rasmussen, who scored the Wings' first goal 
Tuesday, when asked if there was a different feeling about this Wings' 
team. "Everyone just expects to win a whole lot more. You're kind of 
seeing it in games like that. Maybe in the past few years we didn't find a 
way to pull that one out. Just overall, everyone's collectively getting the 
job done to win more hockey games." 

Confident young player 

Jonatan Berggren seems to be making at least one standout play each 
game, but the rookie had several against the Lightning. 

Berggren scored his third goal, but also made a play that Lalonde 
referenced that showed the rookie forward's gumption. 

"He's got a confidence about him with the puck," Lalonde said. "We don’t 
have a lot of similar-type playmakers, so he complements our lineup very 
well. I mean, you talk about poise, he literally almost gives up a 
breakaway on the power play, an awful backhand pass, that most players 
would be rattled by. He ends up taking the puck 200 feet, cutting to the 
net, getting two Grade-A scoring chances. 

"That says something about who he is." 

Red Wings at Panthers 

▶ Faceoff: 7 p.m. Thursday, FLA Live Arena, Sunrise, Florida. 

▶ TV/radio: ESPN+/Hulu/97.1 FM 

▶ Outlook: The Panthers (12-10-4) have struggled to gain any traction 
and are coming off a 5-2 loss Tuesday in Winnipeg, which ended a 2-2-1 
five-game road trip for the Panthers. ... This is the first game between the 
Panthers and Wings this season. ... LW Matthew Tkachuk (12 goals, 23 
assists) has been as good as hoped after being acquired in the 
offseason, but G Sergei Bobrovsky (4-6-1, 3.72 GAA, .880 SVS) has 
struggled. 
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Red Wings’ rebuild progress, Derek Lalonde’s coaching, Steve 
Yzerman’s tough decisions: Mailbag 

 

By Max Bultman 

 

As the Red Wings continue on their southeastern road trip, this seemed 
like a good time to open up the mailbag to dig into your questions 
through 25 games. 

Let’s dive right in. 

(Note: some questions have been lightly edited for clarity.) 

What are a couple of things that you see that are different in the way the 
team plays compared to last season? I’m curious if we’re seeing the 
same things. — Terry Ritivoy 

To me, I think the Red Wings look much better defending the neutral 
zone, getting back and forcing their opponents to dump pucks rather than 
carry them in for rush chances. That was especially clear early in the 
game against the Lightning on Tuesday, and I think it’s something Derek 
Lalonde and his staff should get a lot of credit for. 

One other thing of note would be on the power play, where the Red 
Wings seem to be running things through the flank (specifically through 
David Perron) more than in past years, when every play seemed to need 
to make its way back to the point. 

I’m not sure whether that’s more about the new staff or more about 
Perron. Anecdotally, I still feel the second unit, which does not have 
Perron, operates more through the point. But either way, I think it’s one 
reason they’re having more success this year. And Perron has been 
really good — even better than I realized before covering him up close. 

I’m wondering how the coach is settling into the team and vice versa. 
What have you noticed that’s unique or interesting in Lalonde’s 
methods/message/philosophy/etc. and have you seen those teachings 
make their way to the ice? — Andrew C. 

One thing Dylan Larkin actually mentioned recently was Lalonde’s even 
keel behind the bench. 

“He kind of just analyzes and doesn’t say much,” Larkin said. “Makes 
adjustments at the intermission and just his calmness. He never seems 
like we’re in panic mode or anything like that.” 

I found that interesting partly because I think you’ve sort of seen the 
same from the Red Wings. Especially recently, they don’t seem to panic 
much in games. I can’t imagine that’s a coincidence if the coach is giving 
that same cue. 

Five big games coming up … season pivot? — Roro 

Roro asked this one before the Red Wings’ 4-2 win over the Lightning on 
Tuesday, but I think the answer is yes. I’d probably extrapolate it beyond 
five games to the entire month of December, but to me, how the Red 
Wings fare this month against top teams like Tampa Bay, Dallas, 
Carolina, Florida and Minnesota is going to go a long way toward 
deciding their fate for the season. 

I think by now we can already say this is an improved hockey team. But 
to be taken seriously in playoff conversations, the Red Wings have to 
show they can pick some up wins against the league’s elite. 

They got off a tough start to that test with losses against Toronto and 
Vegas, but they did play pretty well against the Maple Leafs, and to get a 
regulation win in Tampa was maybe their most meaningful win of the 
year. That’s a good start. 

Personally, I’m still not preparing to cover the playoffs. But if they can 
knock off some more of these top teams on this current stretch, and 
make it to January still holding onto a playoff spot, I’ll have to start. 
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With the dominant season Dylan Larkin is putting together, do you think 
GM Steve Yzerman is willing to pay Larkin more which so far this season 
has rightfully earned? Or do you think Dylan will test the free agent 
market like Steven Stamkos did during Yzerman’s tenure with Tampa 
Bay? — Trust the Yzerplan 

The funny thing is, while Stamkos took meetings during the now-defunct 
negotiation period, his “testing the market” still landed him back in Tampa 
before free agency officially opened. And yes, I have to believe Yzerman 
is drawing on that experience when it comes to the Larkin negotiation. 

Larkin’s play — especially the last two seasons — puts him in strong 
company when it comes to contract comparables. As you said, he’s 
earned that. And in the end, I think he’s going to get a very nice payday 
from the Red Wings. 

But as we’ve seen with Stamkos, Yzerman is not afraid to play hardball. 
So while I continue to believe Larkin and the Red Wings will strike a deal, 
I won’t be surprised at all — at this point — if it comes down to the wire. 

ETA on Edvinsson? — Jonathan Andrew Paul 

Do you think not sending Edvinsson to world juniors is the right move? — 
Zac S. 

During the preseason, one of my predictions was that Simon Edvinsson 
would play at least 40 games in Detroit. I’m not very confident in that one 
today — but it has nothing to do with Edvinsson. I already felt he wasn’t 
too far off from being able to play NHL minutes back then. It’s just that 
Detroit’s blue line doesn’t have an obvious spot for him right now, and he 
can continue to get a big role in Grand Rapids in the meantime. 

Detroit’s top four is pretty set, and since Jake Walman returned from 
injury, he’s been quite good alongside Jordan Oesterle. We’ll see what 
happens with injuries or after the trade deadline, but seeing how Detroit’s 
left side has looked, I probably was over-ambitious thinking Edvinsson 
would get that much NHL run this year. 

As for the world juniors question, I’m pretty neutral on it. I see the value 
in him continuing to play the pro game. I also see value in playing against 
your age group, and the world juniors is a great event. 

But Edvinsson doesn’t have much to prove against juniors, so I think the 
fact he (and Marco Kasper) are going to focus their development playing 
against men is perfectly legitimate. 

What are the chances that Jonatan Berggren stays with the Wings? He 
seems to be fitting in nicely with whomever he plays. — Ernie James 

If he keeps playing the way he has, very good. Lalonde said it himself 
Tuesday: The Red Wings don’t have many playmakers of Berggren’s ilk 
on the roster, and he’s been not only productive but pretty solid all-
around through his first 12 games. I’ve actually been more impressed 
with his ability to create offense at even strength than I have on the 
power play, which I was not expecting. 

He has to keep it up, obviously, but if he does, I’d have a hard time 
seeing him sent back. 

What does this team need to make the jump to a true contender and how 
can they get those pieces? I think their near-term ceiling is low-end 
playoff team and I don’t see the caliber players that I think are necessary 
to raise that ceiling in their pipeline. – HurricaneBlkDog 

One thing the Red Wings certainly have going for them is two recent top-
10 picks (plus another from the top 15) in the pipeline who have yet to 
debut. Edvinsson on defense and Kasper at center are big-time 
prospects whom, at some point, Detroit will count on to help take another 
step – and Edvinsson, in particular, has an immensely high ceiling. 
Kasper has done a lot to raise his perceived ceiling this year, too, playing 
a huge role for SHL Rögle and showing real offense in the process. 

And there’s more beyond them, too, with Sebastian Cossa taking steps 
as Detroit’s goalie of the future, Carter Mazur looking like a future top-

nine piece, and William Wallinder and Shai Buium headlining a defense 
pipeline with some depth. 

But, I suspect this question is mostly about whether Detroit has enough 
top-end pieces to compare to recent champions like the Lightning and 
Avalanche. And that answer is no. 

I think their center situation is passable long term if Kasper hits his 
ceiling, but finding one more top-six-caliber center to complement him 
and Larkin is probably ideal. 

A defense with Edvinsson, Moritz Seider and Filip Hronek (plus the 
prospects on the way) should be in solid long-term shape, especially if 
Hronek’s big step forward this year can be sustained. 

Ville Husso is giving them good short-term goaltending (that could 
become longer term), and Cossa continues to have big upside in the 
crease as well. 

To me, the biggest question at this point might be whether they have 
enough firepower on the wings. Lucas Raymond is a pillar, but beyond 
him, Detroit’s two most effective wingers this season (Perron and 
Dominik Kubalik) are on two-year deals, with Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub 
Vrana both uncertain long term right now. 

The good news is Perron and Kubalik are examples that good wingers 
are usually the easiest to find in free agency. But that’s still a lot of long-
term question marks at one position, even with young players like 
Berggren playing well in Detroit right now and Mazur on the way. 

Building a team goes on forever, so the process is never really going to 
be “done” in the way fans might like it to be. Detroit will need to keep 
adding, via all avenues, in perpetuity — and, to speak to what I assume 
is the underlying worry of the question, they’ll likely have to do it from 
less advantageous draft spots going forward. 

But they’ll have to do it anyway because, no matter how many holes they 
fill, age and salary caps are going to ensure more are always opening. 
That’s the game. 

Given that the Red Wings seem to be competing for a playoff spot, what 
should the expectations be for a draft pick in the No. 12-20 spot? This is 
supposed to be a deep draft year, and while the Wings prospects/core 
seem to be doing well, a top-line winger would be a great addition before 
pushing for a playoff run next year. — Ryan J. 

A natural follow-up here. The top of the draft is certainly the easiest place 
to add top talent. But it’s also not like top-10 picks are infallible and picks 
in the teens are just depth players. 

The expectation for a draft pick in the teens is obviously less than in the 
top 10, but you should still get a legit contributor there, and there is 
usually upside to be found in that range (as Detroit knows well, finding 
Larkin there in 2014). You probably can’t expect that top-line winger 
you’re referencing — but it’s not impossible, either. 

Some names to watch, in my opinion: Toolsy winger Daniil But, right-shot 
center Nate Danielson, skilled winger Zach Benson, speedy forward 
Oliver Moore, well-rounded winger Ryan Leonard, and big, physical 
center Charlie Stramel. 

You can read more about all of them in Corey Pronman’s most recent 
2023 draft ranking. 

There’s been so much attention, rightfully so to Seider/Raymond and the 
additions from free agency, but no one talks about Joe Veleno. What do 
you think of him? What’s his ceiling? Do you see him on this team in 
three years? — Steve C 

I think he’s played well. His skating obviously stands out on a shift-to-shift 
basis, and right now his line is winning plenty of shifts (he has a 50.27 
percent expected goals share, according to Evolving Hockey) largely 
through really strong underlying defensive numbers. He certainly seems 
to have taken a step. 
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I do see him on the team in three years, likely in a bottom-six role but 
playing real minutes. He has plenty of tools you want in an NHL forward, 
with his skating, continued willingness to play physically and some 
finishing ability. He also can play either center or wing. It’s a nice overall 
package, and he’s gotten better. 

Are the Wings closer to the Rangers and Islanders or the Sabers? — 
David G. 

While the Red Wings have taken a step, they’re not the Rangers or 
Islanders, both of whom have been in the Eastern Conference finals 
within the last two years. So it’s definitely the Sabres. But I don’t think 
that’s a bad thing, either. 

The Sabres aren’t quite as high in the standings right now, but let’s not 
forget they’ve beaten the Red Wings both times they’ve played this 
season, and could very well have three rookies who could finish top-10 in 
Calder voting this year. They’re clearly headed in a promising direction, 
and long term, if you were picking between having the Sabres’ situation 
or the Red Wings’, I actually think you might have to take the Sabres. 

Regardless, though, I could see both being in the playoffs within the next 
couple of seasons. And it’ll be fun to watch them duke it out after both 
have paid plenty of dues during their rebuilds. 

How are you feeling about the Andrew Copp contract at this point? Just a 
case of still finding his footing with a new team, or do we start to worry 
they overreacted and overpaid because of one really good playoff 
showing? — Eric D. 

Copp had a well-documented slow start, but I was a little surprised to see 
that one in the mailbag this week, given what Copp’s production has 
looked like of late. Since Halloween, he has 14 points in 17 games, 
bringing his season total to 16 in 25. That’s on pace for 52.5. His career 
high (which was last year) is 53. 

His faceoffs are coming around too, as he’s been at or above 50 percent 
on the dot in eight of Detroit’s last 10 games. 

Not everything is perfect, as his expected goals against numbers are still 
concerning, but he continues to take tough matchups, and his career 
track record defensively is good enough that I’m not worried about him 
being able to check. 

The contract is what it is – whenever you go five years in unrestricted 
free agency, you’re likely to have a couple of years toward the end where 
the number looks high. But given that he’s on a 50-plus-point pace as a 
center playing tough situations, his $5.625 million looks reasonable to me 
so far. 

The key will be those final couple of seasons, and that’s still an open 
question that can’t be answered yet. But that’s the case with all free-
agent deals longer than two or three years. 
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In seven-second span, Kraken get reminder that they can’t take a shift off 

 

By Geoff Baker 

 

Inside the NHL 

Seven measly seconds may not seem like much, but behavioral 
scientists say otherwise. 

They’ll tell you it’s how long a potential business partner — or a first date 
— needs to decide whether you’re likable and trustworthy. Or, that a 
criminal needs to pinpoint you as the perfect target. A longstanding myth 

predating television soccer coach Ted Lasso has it that goldfish need 
only seven seconds to erase their memories and start over.  

And with the Kraken, seven seconds is precisely what it took this past 
week to underscore the fragility of their newfound playoff contender 
status. A bizarre three-game Kraken homestand bookended by highs and 
lows of seven-second extremes will undoubtedly get some folks re-
examining expectations. 

First, there was last Thursday’s peak of Matty Beniers inducing sudden 
victory with an overtime winner against the Washington Capitals just 
seven seconds into the extra session, upping the Kraken’s franchise 
record winning streak to seven games and their season record to 15-5-3. 

Only five times had an overtime been ended quicker — by just one fewer 
second, most recently by William Nylander of the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
January 2018. And it was the fastest rookie overtime winner ever, 
eclipsing the nine-decade-old mark set by Walter Jackson of the New 
York Americans — who took eight seconds to beat Hall of Fame goalie 
George Hainsworth of the Montreal Canadiens at Madison Square 
Garden on March 7, 1933. 

For the streaking Kraken, this seemed a signature moment. 

But the merriment lasted only two days. The Florida Panthers came to 
town and the winning streak exited in a 5-1 pounding. 

No problem, Kraken faithful reassured. All win streaks end. New ones 
begin. And what better way to begin anew Tuesday night than facing a 
Canadiens franchise that had never beaten the Kraken? Heck, the 
Canadiens couldn’t beat the Seattle Metropolitans when it mattered, 
either. They were so awful last season they landed the No. 1 overall draft 
pick used to diss Shane Wright so he could fall to the Kraken at No. 4 
and set up a Tuesday night “revenge tour” for the taking. 

The revenge part for Wright went rather well, even though he says his 
first NHL goal coming against Montreal wasn’t that big a deal. But then, 
with the score tied and Wright’s team overwhelming the visitors in shots, 
the bottom fell out. 

And it took just seven seconds.  

First, Andre Burakovsky made a lazy pass out from the corner to the 
middle of the ice in his own zone, right on to the stick of Montreal’s Nick 
Suzuki, who fed Cole Caufield and — bing-bang — the Canadiens had 
the lead. 

You’d think the Kraken, fresh off their seven-second triumph of five days 
prior, would be on the lookout for something strange unfolding in the 
moments to come. Then again, maybe not. After all, what were the 
chances of a repeat this quickly? 

Well, the Kraken found out. Right off the ensuing faceoff, Kraken 
defenseman Will Borgen lost a neutral-zone battle for a loose puck that 
shot straight to onrushing Christian Dvorak for a two-on-one break 
against. Seven seconds after it all began, Dvorak slid a pass across to 
Josh Anderson for the easy one-timer and a two-goal advantage. 

Game over. 

The Kraken suddenly find themselves embarking on a now-perilous-
looking road trip against Washington, Tampa Bay, Florida and Carolina. 
They’ve won in only one of those four teams’ buildings — facing the 
Florida squad that just whupped them. So the Kraken’s playoff push 
indeed seems slightly more precarious.  

And perhaps, for the team’s sake, that’s how they should view it moving 
forward. This was, after all, a surprising top-five NHL squad beginning to 
flash bad habits during its win streak, especially in victories of 8-5 and 5-
4 against weak San Jose and Anaheim opponents and then that 9-8 
mess in Los Angeles.  

Don Henley once crooned about how everything can change in a New 
York Minute. But the Big Apple has nothing on Seattle’s Seven Seconds 
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in spelling out exactly what the Kraken still are and can become — both 
good and bad — if things improve from here, and especially if they don’t. 

In losing to Montreal, the message was the Kraken can’t afford to let up 
at any juncture. Despite their record, they aren’t elite enough to take 
even a shift off. 

Two plays within seconds in which Montreal outworked them resulted in 
goals against. It seemed far removed from Beniers beating the Capitals 
after the unrelenting version of the Kraken fought back from two goals 
down to force overtime. 

That Beniers goal instantly reminded me of watching on TV in May 1986 
when another rookie, Brian Skrudland of the Canadiens, scored a still-
playoff-record nine seconds into overtime against Calgary in Game 2 of 
the Stanley Cup Final. 

The Flames nearly had series command, taking Game 1 and leading 2-0 
at one point in Game 2 at home. But they’d been only a 95-point playoff 
squad and weren’t yet elite enough to overcome lapses at critical 
junctures. 

The Canadiens didn’t lose after Skrudland’s goal, winning the Cup in five 
games. 

Here in Seattle, my next-door neighbor, John, the CEO of a local 
chocolate company and avid Kraken supporter, is a Rhodes Scholar from 
Saskatchewan. While attending the University of Saskatchewan in 
Saskatoon in the 1980s, the best friend and frequent visitor of his college 
roommate happened to be local Saskatoon Blades junior player 
Skrudland. 

Another note of interest: The neighbor directly across from my house, 
Carole, is the mother of Sports Radio KJR personality Ian Furness. She’s 
from Saskatchewan as well. 

Now, odds of somebody in Seattle living directly adjacent and across 
from two natives of a Canadian prairie province of just 1.17 million is 
pretty rare. Perhaps as rare as two NHL goals just seven seconds 
removed from a center-ice faceoff involving the same team within days. 

But anything clearly can happen, be it in seven seconds, a minute or four 
months from now. 

The Kraken will ultimately decide how the past week’s rarities come to 
define them. A good start would be dropping any pretense regarding their 
still-lofty record and getting back to the relentless, hardworking basics 
that made them playoff contenders in the first place. 
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Kraken’s Shane Wright, Canadiens’ Johnathan Kovacevic share 
milestone night 

 

Arpon Basu8-10 minutes 12/7/2022 

 

SEATTLE — There is no perfect path to the NHL. 

You can be Seattle Kraken rookie Shane Wright, whose place in the NHL 
has been pre-ordained since he was at least 15, if not younger. He was 
the prized prospect of the 2022 draft through much of his teen years. 
There was never any doubt he would one day be on this stage. 

But then suddenly, with his opponents Tuesday night — the Montreal 
Canadiens — holding the No. 1 pick in that draft, and with the draft in 
Montreal and fans showing up to the Bell Centre with Wright Choice T-
shirts, the Canadiens passed on Shane Wright. So did the New Jersey 
Devils. So did the Arizona Coyotes. 

I wonder who these guys want the Canadiens to take tonight   
pic.twitter.com/eAxDL4denY 

— Arpon Basu (@ArponBasu) July 7, 2022 

Wright wound up in Seattle, had trouble cracking the lineup, had trouble 
getting on the ice when he did crack the lineup, and was ultimately sent 
to the AHL on a conditioning stint. His first game back from that stint — 
perhaps his only game before being loaned to Team Canada for the 
upcoming World Junior Championship — came against those Canadiens. 

The stage was perfect, and after a start to the season where he looked 
like he didn’t belong on this stage, there was no better time for Wright to 
show he did belong. Against this team. In this moment. 

Just past the midway point of the first period, Yanni Gourde was rushing 
up the right side of the ice when he spotted Wright coming down the 
opposite side. The setup was perfect, and Wright did nothing wrong, but 
Jake Allen was a little bit better, making a pad save on Wright’s one-
timer. 

On his very next shift, Wright scored his first NHL goal. Just look at the 
smile. 

Wright place, Wright time! 

Shane Wright scores his first NHL goal! pic.twitter.com/DOdejyfN8q 

— ROOT SPORTS™ | NW (@ROOTSPORTS_NW) December 7, 2022 

“It’s going to be something I’m going to remember for the rest of my life,” 
Wright said. “Your first NHL goal is definitely a pretty cool 
accomplishment, a pretty cool milestone. It’s something pretty special for 
me and I’ll definitely remember it for the rest of my life.” 

At first, Wright denied that this goal was made more special because it 
came against the team that passed on him, the team that chose Juraj 
Slafkovsky at No. 1 instead of him, the team that’s kept Slafkovsky in the 
NHL and played him regularly all season. The two were seated across 
the aisle from each other at the Bell Centre when Slafkovsky’s name was 
called at the draft, and here they were, on opposite sides of the ice 
competing in the NHL. 

But Wright did finally allow that maybe he had a tiny bit of extra 
motivation against the Canadiens than he would against another team. 

“Maybe a little bit,” he said with a smile. “But I just kind of treat it as 
another hockey game. For me it was more important coming off the 
conditioning stint, my first game after that, that was more important to 
come out with a good start and really show that my time down there 
helped me grow and develop. I wouldn’t say it would be sweeter to score 
against any other team or Montreal or whatever it is. Overall, it just feels 
good to score in general.” 

Wright is only 18. He and Slafkovsky are the only players drafted in 2022 
who are playing in the NHL, so perhaps him waiting a couple months to 
get his first NHL goal is not the end of some sort of crisis. He’s ahead of 
the game regardless. 

“You definitely have to sometimes put it in perspective that it’s going to 
take some time,” Wright said. “It’s not necessarily going to come right 
away.” 

Yeah, perspective. 

Wright was not the only player to score his first NHL goal in this game, 
and the contrast between the two players who reached this milestone on 
the same night shows how difficult it is to reach the NHL and how the 
path to get there matters in different ways to different people. 

Canadiens defenceman Johnathan Kovacevic is an NHL rookie at age 
25, seven years older than Wright. He was cut from two OHL training 
camps. While Wright was passed over by three NHL teams, Kovacevic 
was passed over by the entire NHL two years in a row before the 
Winnipeg Jets took him in the third round in 2017. He was put on waivers 
by the Jets and claimed by Montreal in October. 
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Kovacevic was never pre-ordained to be in the NHL. Quite the opposite, 
in fact. Just the fact he has become an NHL regular is an unlikely story, 
and the weeks of frustration Wright had felt pales in comparison to the 
years of uncertainty Kovacevic has persevered through to make it to this 
point. 

Kovacevic is the anti-Wright, sitting at the opposite end of the NHL 
prospect spectrum, yet his first NHL goal Tuesday night is no less 
important, no less meaningful. 

Just like Wright’s goal was special, Kovacevic’s was special in the same 
way, but also in an entirely different way. 

1er but du match et 1er but dans la LNH pour Johnathan Kovacevic! 

First goal of the game and first NHL goal for Kovy!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/T0xEcWKgc6 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) December 7, 2022 

You don’t see it in the video, but Kovacevic’s celebration was remarkably 
subdued compared to Wright’s, even with the same emotions coursing 
through his veins as that puck hit the back of the net. 

“It’s been a dream come true,” a beaming Kovacevic said. “It’s been 
something that I’ve worked for, too. Everyone has a different path and I 
feel like I’ve taken the longer road to get here. That kind of comes with, I 
feel like I have more gratitude, I have more of an appreciation of where 
I’m at. I know I’m not going to be perfect, I just want to take everything 
from the start (of the season) as a learning lesson, the good plays, the 
bad plays, and kind of use that to grow into being the best player I can 
be.” 

The Wright equivalent for Kovacevic would have been to score against 
the Jets, but the smile on his face postgame showed to what extent the 
details of that goal didn’t matter. The fact it came in the NHL was all that 
mattered. 

“I’ve worked my whole life, and everyone dreams of their first game, 
everyone dreams of their first goal,” he said. “I’m glad I got it, I’m glad we 
got the win and it’s a great feeling tonight.” 

Wright shared that great feeling, except for getting the win. The 
Canadiens won the game 4-2, but ultimately, in the grand scheme of 
Wright’s career, that memory will fade while the memory of how he felt 
when he saw that puck go in the net in an NHL game will, as he said, last 
forever in his mind. 

But Kovacevic’s night is a good lesson for Wright, or for any teenager 
trying to make it in the toughest hockey league in the world. It’s not easy, 
and Wright is getting a crash course in that reality. 

“Anytime you come to the NHL you picture yourself playing right away, 
you picture yourself scoring lots and getting points,” Wright said. “At the 
end of the day, that’s not the reality of the NHL stepping in as an 18-year 
old, you have to work yourself up, you have to earn everything you get.” 

No one knows that more than Kovacevic, except perhaps his coach. 

Martin St. Louis is in the Hockey Hall of Fame, he is an all-time great, but 
if there is someone he identifies with more, it would be Kovacevic and not 
Wright. He is the embodiment of the difficulty of reaching the NHL and 
thriving once you get there. St. Louis was never drafted. He considered 
going to play in Europe before catching a break with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning and willing himself to the Hall of Fame. 

When the contrast between Wright and Kovacevic scoring their first NHL 
goal on the same night was presented to him after the game, St. Louis 
smiled. He never knew Wright’s reality, nor Slafkovsky’s, but he has an 
idea of Kovacevic’s reality. What ultimately matters, though, is that 
Wright and Slafkovsky and Kovacevic were all playing in this same 
game; they’ve all achieved something so many don’t achieve. 

“There’s different paths, but they’re all rewarding,” St. Louis said. “It’s not 
how you get there, it’s finding ways to get there.” 

It is something worth remembering for Wright. And even for Slafkovsky, 
or any young player trying to establish himself in the NHL. 

The path is not nearly as important as what you do once you reach the 
destination. 
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NHL99: Henrik Lundqvist’s technical skills matched his focus and drive 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

“Everybody always used to talk to me about (Henrik) Lundqvist,” Martin 
Biron said before he ever shared the crease in New York with him. “It 
was like, ‘What’s the deal with the guy?’ Like, he’s a hockey player. He’s 
a goalie. Yeah, he’s good, but why is everybody so fixated on Lundqvist, 
Lundqvist, Lundqvist?” 

It didn’t take long for Biron to quickly understood why everyone was 
always talking about Henrik Lundqvist and why he set the bar so high. 

Of course, there was the player: The generational goaltender and 
backbone of his team who had an incredible work ethic, which is why 
Lundqvist comes in at No. 50 on our list of the greatest players in the 
modern era of the NHL. Then there was the person, with his fashion 
sense and philanthropy, who was the ultimate teammate. 

Lundqvist thrived throughout his NHL career because of his elite skill and 
how hard he worked to maintain that level. That consistency showed 
particularly between 2009-10 and 2015-16, when he earned at least a 
.920 save percentage in seven consecutive seasons. In total, he reached 
that marker eight times. The other greats who measure up to the 
Rangers goaltender in that same metric were Dominik Hasek and 
Roberto Luongo, who each boast seven seasons with a save percentage 
of at least .920. 

That’s even more impressive when you consider the teams Lundqvist 
played behind at times (including during that seven-year stretch). 

The Rangers goalie saved more goals than the average netminder would 
have based on the number of shots he faced in almost every year of his 
career — he fell below average only three times later in his career, in 
2016-17, 2018-19, and 2019-20. In those 12 seasons, he generally 
ranked highly in the league even when accounting for his workload in 
terms of minutes played. 

In his career, Lundqvist saved 183 goals above average. That ranks 10th 
in the league since 1967-68. 

Lundqvist stands out even more when factoring for shot quality, along 
with quantity. The drawback is that data only goes back to 2007-08, 
which cuts out his first two seasons. Still, among goalies in the statistics-
driven era, “The King” still stands incredibly tall among the rest. 

Through 562 games since shot location data was collected, Lundqvist 
saved 273.3 goals above expected based on the workload he faced. That 
not only leads all goalies, but it’s more than triple the next best player — 
Jaroslav Halak, who currently has a GSAx of 86.4 through 351 games. 
Carey Price, Roberto Luongo, Jonathan Quick and Tuukka Rask all rank 
in the top 10. But none can stack up to Lundqvist — whether they fall 
short in playing time, or didn’t have the same longevity at that high 
caliber of play. 
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Lundqvist led the league with the most goals saved above expected in 
six seasons, and finished in the top five for another two years. He 
managed all that while having one of the toughest workloads in the 
league. 

Take the 2009-10 season. In all situations, the Rangers were expected to 
concede 3.15 goals against per 60 based on their team defense. The 
only goalies to play behind worse defensive teams were Cam Ward and 
Ondrej Pavelec. But none responded to their workloads like Lundqvist, 
who saved a league-leading 53 goals above expected. To the credit of 
his peers, no one had the same opportunity to reach those heights 
because neither played more than 50 games, while Lundqvist was in 73. 
But the fact that Lundqvist was able to maintain that level across such a 
grueling season, when he didn’t have defensive support, is all the more 
impressive. 

“I think it developed his identity early in New York with those teams that 
weren’t great defensively because he loved the pressure,” Biron said. But 
other years, like his Vezina Trophy season in 2011-12 when he had 
some defensive support, showed that he could play no matter the team in 
front of him. 

“Whether it was in practice or games, he hated losing. He had a winning 
mentality,” former teammate Mats Zuccarello said. “That stood out the 
most about how he played and who he was.” 

Someone who was often on the other side of that was Alex Ovechkin, 
who said it was “a battle” all of those years against each other because 
he was one of the best. Despite having scouting reports that only grew as 
those matchups continued, it was still hard for one of the greatest goal-
scorers in the league to beat him. 

“We have video from previous games — how we played against each 
other, all the goals, how we scored, what position he was. But when you 
step on the ice, all the time it’s different situations,” Ovechkin said. “You 
think you’re going to shoot high, then you shoot low and he saves it.” 

Those battles often came during the playoffs and Lundqvist excelled in 
those pressure situations. 

With 61 playoff wins, he leads all Rangers goaltenders. Over 12 
postseasons, he played 130 playoff games and earned a cumulative .921 
all-situation save percentage. In his 10 playoff runs and 117 games 
started, Lundqvist has 54.5 goals saved above expected. 

“Just as a player, for me he’s the best goalie,” Zuccarello said, adding 
that his compete-level, skills and how he reads plays are what make him 
so tough to score on. 

Technical and physical abilities obviously are key contributors to 
Lundqvist’s success both in the regular season and in the playoffs. But 
so was his “laser-sharp focus,” Biron said. 

“I think that’s just in his DNA to just always work harder than everybody 
else,” Biron said. “His attention to details and his focus level was 
unmatched by anybody I think I’ve ever played with.” 

Steve Valiquette, who also shared the crease with Lundqvist and is 
currently an analyst for MSG Networks, echoed that. 

“He’s got a super high hockey IQ for goalies,” Valiquette said. “And he 
thought everything through. He didn’t just throw it against the wall and 
figure it out and freelance. It was a game plan.” 

And that’s something that Lundqvist never shut off. 

That extended to practice — even during morning skates following late 
game nights. That’s something Valiquette learned quickly when he was 
promoted to the team. The goalie recalled being a little tired, even after 
he didn’t start the game. 

“(Lundqvist) did and he’s taking shots after practice,” Valiquette said. “He 
just keeps taking breakaways, more breakaways, and I’m saying to 
myself, ‘What an a–hole. Like, just get off the ice. Practice is over, man. 
I’m done. I got nothing left. I want to get off the ice right now.’ And the 

new call-up guy can’t get off the ice before the starter, especially when 
he played the night before.” 

“He wanted everybody to see that there’s a difference between wanting 
to win and wanting to work every day to be able to win,” Biron added. 

And that same engagement and hunger to improve extended off the ice, 
as well. 

“When we would go for dinners on the road, he’s moving the salt and 
pepper shakers around to talk about how he thinks the defense should 
position themselves so he can get a better read through screens,” 
Valiquette said. 

The effort and attention to detail that defined Lundqvist’s playing career 
trickled into other aspects of his off-ice career, too — from his fashion to 
his transition into media. 

Lundqvist has always been one of the fashion leaders in hockey. Well, 
according to most, at least. “I wouldn’t say that,” Zuccarello joked, adding 
his style was overhyped. 

But as Biron explained, he’s always been ahead of the curve when it 
comes to trends. But he usually doesn’t go completely casual. 

“There was always an added upscale side to his casual,” Biron said, 
even at team dinners. “He would have everything packed up nice and 
neat in his suitcase, and he had it well selected ahead of time.” 

And on road trips, he’d add to that collection — like in Anaheim, where 
he found a leather jacket he liked while shopping with his goalie partner. 
“Instead of buying one, he bought three of them in different colors,” Biron 
said. 

Being dressed in those trendy suits was all a part of the preparation on a 
game day, Valiquette said. 

That’s something he learned when the Rangers were overseas to open a 
season and the team wore Reebok tracksuits off the bus. 

“He sat behind me on the bus and he’s like, ‘Vally, can you believe this? I 
gotta wear a tracksuit to the game. How am I gonna play after wearing a 
tracksuit? I have to feel my suit. I have to feel like I’m ready to play.’” 

While the Rangers eventually pulled out the win, the game started rough. 
So when the club had another game, featuring pregame tracksuits, it’s no 
surprise that Lundqvist was the only player arriving in a three-piece suit. 

“He would not put that tracksuit back on, and stood on his head and we 
won both games,” Valiquette said. “There’s something there, to the 
mindset that was really important to Henrik on game day. Everything had 
to be tight. It had to be on and his mindset was going to be sharp from 
the moment that he woke up.” 

And that has carried over now that he’s in the broadcasting world, on 
both MSG and TNT broadcasts. 

“The challenge I think a lot of time for a player or goalie like Lundqvist is 
to be able to translate — and I’m not just saying like Swedish to English 
— I’m saying what’s in your brain and how you understand it, and put it in 
a way for people to understand,” Biron said. “His beautiful mind is so 
complex that at times it makes sense to him, but it doesn’t make sense to 
anybody else.” But Biron said Lundqvist is “doing an amazing job.” 

So Lundqvist is a generational talent. He’s a hockey fashion icon. And he 
has smoothly transitioned into a post-playing career in broadcasting. 

Best of all are his philanthropic efforts with the Henrik Lundqvist 
Foundation and his team-first mentality. 

“I met him when I first signed with the Rangers and he was so down-to-
earth to a point where I was like, ‘This is upsetting because I wanted him 
to be … this prima donna jerk,” Biron said. 

The work Lundqvist has done with his own foundation since 2014, and 
with the Garden of Dreams, have become such fundamental parts of his 
image since coming to New York. Just this week with his foundation, 
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Lundqvist put game-worn skates turned into a Swarovski crystal art piece 
up for auction, with the proceeds going toward children’s health and 
education. His emphasis on community outreach is what’s made him 
such a game-changer off the ice, both during and after his playing days – 
whether it’s work in the public spotlight, or behind the scenes, he’s 
putting in. 

There’s one imperfect element to Lundqvist’s career: the ending — an 
untimely finish that was out of his control, with no Stanley Cup to show 
for his years of excellence. While Lundqvist’s career may feel incomplete 
without a Cup, there’s still another milestone to reach: the Hockey Hall of 
Fame, for which he’s eligible in 2023. 

“Certainly I’d be shocked if he’s not first-ballot Hall of Fame,” Valiquette 
said, citing his international career with Sweden as well. 

Biron was equally emphatic: “A first-ballot Hall of Famer, no doubt. After 
that, who cares where he’s ranked. Right? That’s the ultimate reward.” 

— Data via Hockey-Reference, Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, NHL, and 
Prashanth Iyer. 
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NHL team attendance tracker: Who are the biggest risers and fallers? 

 

Hailey Salvian, Ian Mendes 

 

As the calendar has flipped to December, we are starting to get a good 
handle on the NHL standings. 

Teams like the Devils and Kraken have startled us by hanging out in the 
league’s penthouse, but we’re adjusting to seeing their place in the 
standings. 

And we’re certainly not surprised by the fact that Chicago and Arizona 
have settled into their spots in the league’s basement. 

As we hit the two-month mark of the season, it’s also the perfect time for 
us to analyze attendance figures from around the league. And since the 
last two seasons have been interrupted by COVID-19 issues, it’s been a 
while since we’ve done this exercise.  

At this point, we have enough of a sample size to work with since 29 
teams have played at least 10 games on home ice this season. The one 
outlier is the Arizona Coyotes, who have only played four games at home 
so far this season. But considering they are playing at Mullet Arena — 
with a seating capacity of just 5,000 for home games — we’re not really 
going to learn too much about Arizona’s attendance this season. 

Let’s start by simply looking at the home attendance numbers through 
this past weekend’s games (Sunday, December 4). 

Team 

Avg Attendance 

PCT CAPACITY 

Montreal Canadiens 

21,011 

98.8 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

19,092 

99.4 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

18,693 

99.3 

Vancouver Canucks 

18,584 

98.3 

Washington Capitals 

18,573 

100.4 

Carolina Hurricanes 

18,369 

93.7 

Dallas Stars 

18,362 

99.1 

Detroit Red Wings 

18,226 

91.1 

Vegas Golden Knights 

18,027 

103.0 

St. Louis Blues 

18,016 

97.9 

New York Rangers 

17,877 

99.3 

Boston Bruins 

17,850 

98.8 

Calgary Flames 

17,788 

92.2 

Minnesota Wild 

17,762 

98.9 

Colorado Avalanche 

17,538 

98.0 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

17,487 

95.1 

Edmonton Oilers 
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17,357 

93.1 

Nashville Predators 

17,263 

100.9 

Seattle Kraken 

17,100 

100.3 

Philadelphia Flyers 

16,719 

85.6 

Los Angeles Kings 

16,029 

88.5 

Chicago Blackhawks 

15,833 

77.2 

Florida Panthers 

15,811 

82.1 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

15,690 

87.0 

New York Islanders 

15,563 

96.8 

Ottawa Senators 

15,293 

82.0 

Anaheim Ducks 

15,122 

88.1 

San Jose Sharks 

14,006 

79.8 

Winnipeg Jets 

13,979 

93.2 

New Jersey Devils 

13,859 

83.9 

Buffalo Sabres 

13,634 

71.5 

Arizona Coyotes 

4,600 

92.0 

A few things certainly jump out here. 

New Jersey’s blistering start hasn’t yet translated into success at the box 
office at the Prudential Center. The Devils are at the top of the overall 
standings, but they sit 30th in average attendance so far this season. 

After years of averaging more than 20,000 fans at the United Center, 
Chicago has fallen off a pretty steep cliff here and is now residing in the 
lower third of average attendance in the league. And they are one of only 
three teams who are playing to under 80 percent capacity so far this 
season, along with San Jose and Buffalo — two other teams that have 
experienced a sharp decline in attendance. 

To try and put this into context, we want to analyze which teams have 
seen some of the biggest gains and declines over the past couple of 
seasons. However, using attendance data from the past two seasons is 
flawed. The 2020-21 season was largely played without any fans inside 
NHL arenas, with a handful of American-based teams allowing a small 
percentage of fans inside their venues. The 2021-22 season was also 
compromised by the COVID-19 pandemic north of the border, as several 
Canadian teams were forced to play in front of no fans or limited capacity 
for a portion of the season. 

So if we want to make a true ‘apples-to-apples’ attendance comparison, 
we need to trace the line back to the 2019-20 NHL season. That 
campaign was halted in the middle of March due to the COVID-19 virus, 
but teams played the majority of their home schedule up until that point. 
So comparing those numbers directly against what we’ve seen in the first 
two months of this NHL season should provide us with a reasonable 
measuring stick. 

Here is the list of NHL teams that have seen the biggest gains and losses 
compared to 2019-20 — with two small caveats. The Coyotes are not 
listed here, since they are now playing at Mullett Arena and have 
watched their average attendance plummet due to the tiny venue size. 
Arizona was averaging 14,606 fans in 2019-20, but has watched that 
number reduce by 10,000 fans per game this season. 

And we’re also not including the Seattle Kraken in this table below, since 
the expansion franchise did not exist in 2019-20. 

Attendance gains/losses vs. 2019-20 

Team 2019-20 Attendance Change 

New York Islanders 

12,811 

+3,752 

Ottawa Senators 

12,618 

+2,675 

Florida Panthers 

14,105 

+1,706 

Carolina Hurricanes 

16,795 

+1,574 

New York Rangers 
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17,207 

+643 

Minnesota Wild 

17,467 

+295 

Boston Bruins 

17,681 

+169 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

18,923 

+169 

Washington Capitals 

18,573 

0 

Montreal Canadiens 

21.085 

-74 

St. Louis Blues 

18,096 

-80 

Vancouver Canucks 

18,680 

-96 

Nashville Predators 

17,407 

-144 

Edmonton Oilers 

17,510 

-153 

Vegas Golden Knights 

18,311 

-284 

Detroit Red Wings 

18,717 

-491 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

19,302 

-609 

Anaheim Ducks 

15,847 

-725 

Los Angeles Kings 

16,916 

-887 

Calgary Flames 

18,751 

-963 

New Jersey Devils 

14,899 

-1,040 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

18,538 

-1,051 

Colorado Avalanche 

18,708 

-1,170 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

16,902 

-1,212 

Philadelphia Flyers 

18,391 

-1,672 

Winnipeg Jets 

15,794 

-1,815 

Dallas Stars 

20,326 

-1,964 

San Jose Sharks 

16,428 

-2,422 

Buffalo Sabres 

17,167 

-3,533 

Chicago Blackhawks 

21,441 

-5,608 

Looking at the table above, only eight NHL teams have experienced an 
increase in attendance versus their 2019-20 numbers. And only one of 
those teams — the Minnesota Wild — is situated in the Western 
Conference. 

There is a good chunk of teams that have seen minimal attendance gains 
or losses since 2019-20, with the Washington Capitals being the only 
club to emerge with the exact same attendance figure. 

Of course, there are several teams who are on the extremes and that’s 
where we want to focus our attention as we analyze the attendance 
figures against 2019-20. Here’s a look at the 10 NHL clubs with the 
biggest attendance swings — of at least 1,500 fans in either direction — 
when compared to the 2019-20 campaign. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 8, 2022 

 

Biggest risers 

New York Islanders: 3,752 more fans/game  (29.3 percent increase) 

For years Islanders fans served as a punching bag when it came to 
attendance-related jokes in NHL circles. Without a permanent home and 
bouncing between facilities, the Islanders almost had a nomadic feel to 
them for several seasons. But the move to UBS Arena has reversed their 
fortunes on this front, as the Islanders are playing to almost 97 percent 
capacity at home games this season. 

Moving to a larger venue has certainly helped boost their attendance 
figures. Their previous homes at the Barclay’s Center (15,813 capacity) 
and Nassau Coliseum (13,900 capacity) simply didn’t have enough seats 
to generate huge crowds. But even when the Islanders were split 
between those smaller venues at Barclay’s Center and Nassau Coliseum 
in 2019-20, they were only playing in front of 81.3 percent capacity at 
home. In terms of capacity, they were the 30th-ranked team in the NHL in 
that 2019-20 season. 

Conversely, they’ve had only one crowd under 15,000 at UBS this 
season. Clearly the attraction of a new arena is helping drive this spike in 
attendance, but if the Islanders can stay in the playoff race in the second 
half of the season, there is a chance they could flirt with an average 
attendance close to 17,000 per game. 

“The atmosphere at Islanders home games this season is already better 
than last season, for one simple reason — the team is better,” says 
Islanders beat reporter Kevin Kurz. “There have already been a handful 
of late, multi-goal comebacks that have energized the home crowd, 
which is still filling the seats for just about every game.” 

Ottawa Senators: 2,675 more fans/game (21.2 percent increase) 

This season has represented a very nice bounce-back for an Ottawa 
team that had watched their attendance decline year over year in seven 
consecutive seasons dating back to 2015-16. The Senators bottomed out 
in that 2019-20 season, finishing dead last in the entire league in average 
attendance. The Senators had six games where their attendance was 
below 10,000 fans that season — a massive red flag illustrating how dire 
the situation was in Ottawa. 

This season, however, they’ve turned things around and avoided those 
nights when the building looks half empty. The smallest crowd they’ve 
had so far this season was just over 12,000 for a Monday night game 
against Dallas in October. That’s roughly what the Senators were 
averaging on a nightly basis before the pandemic. The acquisition of 
some marquee players coupled with an impending ownership change 
has reignited the fan base in Ottawa and we’re certainly seeing the 
tangible proof of that at the box office. In September, the club announced 
it saw a 60 percent increase in its season ticket base compared to the 
2019-20 season. If the Senators can finish this season averaging 16,000 
fans, it would mark the first time they’ve reached that plateau since the 
2016-17 campaign when they advanced to the Eastern Conference final. 

Florida Panthers: 1,706 more fans/game (12.1 percent increase) 

The Panthers are experiencing a smaller increase in attendance than the 
Islanders and Senators, but it might be enough to push them out of the 
bottom five in average attendance for the first time since 2015-16. 

Panthers home attendance by season 

Season Avg Attendance League Rank 

2022-23 

15,811 

24th 

2019-20 

14,104 

29th 

2018-19 

12,919 

30th 

2017-18 

13,851 

28th 

2016-17 

14,620 

27th 

2015-16 

15,384 

25th 

Fresh off winning a Presidents’ Trophy and making a blockbuster trade 
for Matthew Tkachuk in the summer, it feels like there is some 
excitement around the Panthers in South Florida. They are currently on 
pace to have their best average attendance in 10 years. However, in 
terms of capacity (82.1 percent), the Panthers remain a bottom-five team 
in the NHL. 

Carolina Hurricanes: 1,574 more fans/game (9.4 percent increase) 

At first glance, this doesn’t appear like a significant increase for the 
Hurricanes. They’re seeing less than a 10 percent increase in fans per 
game at the PNC Arena in Raleigh. But Carolina ranks sixth in average 
attendance at 18,369 — a remarkable reversal of fortune for another 
franchise dogged by attendance-related issues for several seasons. 

To truly appreciate the Hurricanes’ rise up the attendance ladder, we 
should probably go all the way back to the 2016-17 campaign. That year, 
Carolina finished dead-last in the NHL, averaging only 11,776 fans per 
home game. They were only playing to 63 percent capacity at PNC 
Arena. Since Rod Brind’Amour took over in 2018-19, however, the 
Hurricanes have watched their fortunes reverse on the ice and at the box 
office. They’ve made the playoffs in every season under their new head 
coach and have watched their attendance increase accordingly. 

Home attendance in Brind'Amour era 

Season Avg Attendance Pct Capacity 

2022-23 

18,369 

93.7 

2021-22 

17,210 

92.1 

2019-20 

16,905 

90.5 

2018-19 

14,322 

76.7 

The Hurricanes have a terrific chance to finish top 10 in average NHL 
attendance for the first time in franchise history. Their best season to 
date was in 2006-07, when they finished 15th in league attendance after 
capturing the Stanley Cup the previous year. 
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Biggest fallers 

Chicago Blackhawks: 5,608 fewer fans/game (26.2 percent decrease) 

The Chicago Blackhawks are drawing their smallest crowds since Patrick 
Kane won the Calder Trophy in 2007-08. The team is averaging 15,833 
at the United Center, down from 21,441 in 2019-20 — the biggest drop in 
attendance in the league thus far. Chicago plays in one of the biggest 
buildings in the league, which is a real hit to the capacity rate. The 
Blackhawks currently rank second to last — behind the Buffalo Sabres — 
in the NHL with 77.2 percent capacity. 

They’ve had some games with solid attendance numbers, like the home 
opener and Marian Hossa’s jersey retirement night, but the wholesale of 
top players, the declaration of the rebuild, and the general state of the 
team (they’re currently 31st in the league) has been a real hit in terms of 
getting fans in the stands. 

Blackhawks attendance tonight: 17,611 

It was a surprisingly good crowd. Here's the pic and an updated season 
attendance chart: pic.twitter.com/c2iiUWkNKG 

— Ben Pope (@BenPopeCST) November 28, 2022 

This was probably to be expected — the organization isn’t exactly giving 
the fans something to buy tickets for — but it’s a real turn of events for a 
franchise that had a 535-game sellout streak just one year ago. 

The Hawks’ worst attended season in the last two decades was in 2006-
07, when they averaged 12,727 fans. That was before Jonathan Toews 
and Kane made their NHL debuts. The Blackhawks aren’t there yet, but 
what will happen if/when Kane and Toews are gone? 

Buffalo Sabres: 3,533 fewer fans/game (20.6 percent decrease) 

The Sabres are one of the biggest fallers probably due to a combination 
of things. The biggest one: They’re just not that good (yet), and they 
haven’t been for some time.  

They’re in the midst of another rebuilding effort after selling off players 
like Jack Eichel, Sam Reinhart and Taylor Hall, among others.  

The Buffalo Bills being so good and commanding a lot of the attention 
likely hasn’t helped. And the KeyBank Center is pretty stale, too.  

We asked our Sabres writer, Matt Fairburn, for his take on the dip in 
attendance to ensure we weren’t way off here.  

“I think the season ticket base has also eroded over time. That’s made 
the prices on the secondary market higher because there aren’t as many 
fans just trying to unload tickets at any cost,” he said. “They sold out the 
Boston game and had big crowds a few other nights, including ’90s night 
against the Blues. But ultimately I just think them being so bad for so long 
has made people slow to buy in.” 

From 2006-07 to 2019-20, the Sabres were consistently an upper-tier 
attendance team with an average that never dipped below 17,000 fans. 
But their 71.5 percent capacity for home games this season is dead last 
in the league.  

San Jose Sharks: 2,422 fewer fans/game (14.7 percent decrease) 

The Sharks’ attendance has continued to drop as the team has dropped 
out of the playoff picture.  

When the 2019-20 season started, the Sharks were coming off their 
fourth-straight playoff appearance; this time a trip to the conference final 
after making it to the Stanley Cup Final in 2015-16. The team didn’t make 
the playoffs in 2019-20, and attendance dipped slightly (16,428) after 
years with sellouts — a 205-game sellout streak ended in 2014 – and 
typically hovering around 16,500 and 17,500 fans.  

Two years later, there are pandemic effects (team President Jonathan 
Becher has pointed to COVID-19 as a dominant issue with ticket sales), 
the team isn’t competitive anymore, and they’ve lost some franchise 
icons in Brent Burns, Patrick Marleau and Joe Thornton. 

It’s probably not much deeper than that. The organization has shown it 
can sell out the SAP Center when the team is good. Right now, the 
Sharks are one of the worst teams in the league, and have among the 
most empty seats in the NHL (79.8 percent capacity).  

Dallas Stars: 1,964 fewer fans/game (9.7 percent decrease) 

At first glance, the Dallas Stars are among the biggest fallers when we 
compare 2019-20 to this point in the 2022-23 season. Besides the 
obvious post-pandemic economic considerations, we had a hard time 
putting a finger on why they dropped down; the team is doing well and 
their stars — no pun intended — are shining. What gives? 

Turns out their attendance numbers are actually pretty good when you 
zoom out a bit. 

In 2019-20, the Stars averaged 20,326 fans as tracked by Hockey DB 
and Hockey Reference. American Airlines Center capacity is 18,532 for 
Stars games. The reason for the spike? Likely Dallas hosting the 2020 
Winter Classic with a sold-out crowd of 85,630, which was the second-
most attended game in NHL history. That would spike an average 
attendance over the arena capacity, although it’s silly that the game 
counts toward the normal average.  

Beyond that, the Stars’ 99.1 percent capacity through the quarter mark of 
the season is seventh league-wide. This season is on track to be one of 
the most well-attended Stars seasons in the last 10 years, behind only 
2019-20 and 2015-16.  

Dallas Stars yearly attendance 

Year 

Attendance 

2013-14 

15,421 

2014-15 

17,350 

2015-16 

18,377 

2016-17 

18,102 

2017-18 

18,110 

2018-19 

18,178 

2019-20 

20,326 

2020-21 

0 

2021-22 

17,897 

2022-23 

18,362 

Winnipeg Jets: 1,815 fewer fans/game (11.5 percent decrease) 

After years of sellouts and enormous season ticket waitlists after the 
team returned to Winnipeg in 2011, the Jets are averaging 13,979 fans 
this season. That’s up from last season (12,716), but a drop from the last 
“normal” year in 2019-20. Keep in mind that Winnipeg has the smallest 
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NHL building in the league — not counting Arizona’s Mullett Arena — so 
despite being bottom five in average attendance, the Jets are middle of 
the pack in terms of capacity (around 93 percent).  

Still, the near 2,000 fan drop in average attendance is fairly sizable. The 
reason for the drop is likely a combination of things with the post-
pandemic economics top of mind. Just look at the average attendance 
before and after the peak pandemic. 

Winnipeg Jets yearly attendance 

Year 

Average Attendance 

2011-12 

15,004 

2012-13 

15,004 

2013-14 

15,004 

2014-15 

15,038 

2015-16 

15,294 

2016-17 

15,732 

2017-18 

15,321 

2018-19 

15,276 

2019-20 

15,794 

2020-21 

0 

2021-22 

12,716 

2022-23 

13,979 

That’s likely not a coincidence. Commissioner Gary Bettman was in 
Winnipeg last month and was asked about the team’s attendance — 
given his previously voiced concerns about a team in the city working 
“unless the building is sold out every night” — and suggested it was a 
period of adjustment and lingering reluctance after the pandemic. 

“I don’t think there’s an attendance issue,” he said. “I believe this building 
can be and will be full again. I wouldn’t suggest there’s a crisis here.” 

Beyond that, the Jets’ performance last season likely didn’t help, either. 
An offseason with minimal changes, save for a new coach in Rick 
Bowness and stripping the ‘C’ off Blake Wheeler, probably didn’t inspire 
confidence among the fan base when it came time to renew or sign up 
for season tickets. 

The Jets are much improved this year, sitting ninth in the league. And, 
Murat Ates wrote this season that there appears to be recovery in the 
works with better game day presentation — which had previously been a 

bit stale/minimal — and better season seat holder promotions. Perhaps 
things will improve attendance wise.  

Philadelphia Flyers: 1,672 fewer fans (9.1 percent decrease) 

Let’s flash back to Philadelphia in 2019-20 for a moment here.  

By the time the season was put on pause due to COVID-19, the Flyers 
were second in the Metropolitan Division and had the sixth-best point 
percentage in the NHL. When the playoffs returned to play, Philadelphia 
seemed to be everyone’s favorite “Dark Horse” pick.  

Claude Giroux was still the captain with a 21-goal, 56-point season. 
Travis Konecny had a 61-point breakout season. Sean Couturier (59 
points), Jakub Voracek (56 points), Kevin Hayes (41) and James van 
Riemsdyk (40 points) rounded out a solid top-six forward corps. There 
was something for fans to go to Wells Fargo Center and see. 

This year? Well, the Flyers are coming off a 61-point season, second 
worst in franchise history, and are now in a “retool” or a “building” phase 
because they don’t seem to actually use the term rebuild.  

Beyond that, the Flyers have won one playoff round in the last 10 years, 
were promised an “aggressive retool” in the summer and watched as 
Johnny Gaudreau signed in Columbus after leaving Calgary to be closer 
to home, among other moves that would reasonably frustrate a fan base 
enough to decide to stay home rather than go to a game. 

Last season — which we did not qualify as a normal year due to COVID-
19 measures — the Flyers averaged just 16,541 fans per game, their 
lowest full-season figure since 1972-73. This year’s figures (16,836) 
aren’t far off.  

Stats and research courtesy of Hockey DB and Hockey Reference 
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ESPN / NHL coaching hot seat index - Gerard Gallant in trouble? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

With a few exceptions, NHL coaches are hired to eventually get fired. It's 
the circle of life, the way of the world. It's understood and just a matter of 
"when." 

Teams generally aren't shy about making alterations behind the bench. 
Last season, the NHL saw four coaching changes by this point in the 
season. In 2019-20, there were four coaching changes by Dec. 10. 

"I think decisions are sort of made by U.S. Thanksgiving, but not 
necessarily executed. The execution period is the four weeks following 
Thanksgiving," said Neil Glasberg, a sports agent who represents 
coaches with PBI Sports. 

Yet through Dec. 6, the NHL had yet to see a coaching change this 
season. Some of that is due to how many coaching changes were made 
in the offseason, when 12 teams named new head coaches. But some 
seats are heating up as the season continues. 

Here's a temperature check on the NHL's coaching hot seats for all 32 
teams. Contract information is courtesy of CapFriendly and NHL sources. 

Burning upBruce Boudreau, Vancouver Canucks 

Dallas Eakins, Anaheim Ducks 

Gerard Gallant, New York Rangers 

D.J. Smith, Ottawa Senators 
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I reached out to several sources about the first coach they felt could be 
fired this season. All of them responded with one name: Bruce Boudreau. 

It's not difficult to understand why. Wild comeback victory over the 
Montreal Canadiens on Monday night notwithstanding, Vancouver has 
been one of the season's biggest disappointments. The Canucks have a 
.481 points percentage and are the third-worst defensive team in the 
NHL. 

That's on the ice. Off the ice, president of hockey operations Jim 
Rutherford has criticized the team's structure and player accountability 
while refusing to express support for Boudreau, whom Rutherford has 
indicated is still the head coach out of contractual obligation rather than 
managerial preference. Please recall that owner Francesco Aquilini hired 
Boudreau as his coach, giving him an option for this season, before he 
hired Rutherford as his head of hockey operations. 

"It's only a matter of time," one NHL source said. 

Gallant being in this tier might have been a shock to anyone watching the 
Rangers make the Eastern Conference finals last postseason, especially 
considering the talent they were returning for 2022-23. Through 27 
games, the Rangers have a .537 points percentage. Gallant's line 
juggling has taken heat even though it can produce results, like pairing 
Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko with Mika Zibanejad in a win against 
the Blues this week. His lack of personal accountability has also come 
under fire. 

The Rangers are a conundrum. Analytically, they're a better 5-on-5 team 
than they were last season. But their star players haven't shown up 
consistently and their young supporting cast -- such a key in their playoff 
run -- has been disappointing. Combine that with Igor Shesterkin playing 
excellent but not Vezina Trophy worthy, and the Blueshirts are where 
they are. 

Gallant is in his second season coaching the Rangers and is signed 
through 2024-25. Logic would dictate he's safe. Logic sometimes has no 
home on a team owned by James Dolan. 

"Do I think Gallant is on the hot seat? No, I don't. I think [GM Chris] Drury 
is going to be able to talk sense into Dolan," an NHL source said. 

As disappointing as the Rangers are, the Senators are multitudes more 
disappointing. Injuries have been a factor, but their .438 points 
percentage through 24 games is the second lowest in the Eastern 
Conference. That's for a team some had in the playoffs thanks to an 
offseason spree that landed Ottawa both Claude Giroux and Alex 
DeBrincat up front. 

Smith is signed through next season with a team option for 2024-25. 
Complicating matters is the fact that the Senators are for sale. That could 
impact not only Smith but the man who hired him, GM Pierre Dorion. If 
we're D.J. Smith, we're hanging a Deadpool poster in the office, just in 
case ... 

As for Eakins, he was inherited by new GM Pat Verbeek and is in the last 
year of his contract. Verbeek has said on multiple occasions that the 
coaching staff will be evaluated at the end of the season. 

"It's hard to be able to look at 20 games and [ask] 'Where are we?'" 
Verbeek said on his podcast. "When I've gone back and looked at 20-
year-olds playing in the minors, some of those players don't start 
reaching their stride until January, believe it or not. It's hard for them to 
figure things out. We're kind of in the same process here with some of 
our younger guys, so I'm giving the coaching staff and the players some 
time. To give them some runway to figure things out." 

Given the state of the Ducks and the time-honored tradition of a GM 
wanting his own hire behind the bench, it's hard to imagine Eakins 
returns after this season. The question is whether Verbeek would replace 
him in-season to give a new coach some of that aforementioned runway 
to better connect with Anaheim's young players. 

Hot in the summer 

Don Granato, Buffalo Sabres 

Brad Larsen, Columbus Blue Jackets 

Peter Laviolette, Washington Capitals 

Sheldon Keefe, Toronto Maple Leafs 

The Capitals are in that nebulous space between contending for a playoff 
spot and having to reload a roster that has no less than 16 free agents 
after this season. They might be just good enough to avoid an in-season 
talent sell-off, and in turn, good enough to have Laviolette finish out the 
last year of his contract. Then the two sides can figure out next steps for 
a coach who makes nearly $5 million per season. 

Remember when the Maple Leafs started the season 4-4-2 and there 
were demands that GM Kyle Dubas hold an emergency news conference 
to explain their mediocrity? (Ah, Toronto media, never change.) Keefe's 
Leafs are the second-best team in the Atlantic Division behind the Bruins 
through the quarter mark of the season. But as always, it's all about the 
playoffs. Another first-round exit could mean the end of the GM reign for 
Dubas, who doesn't have a contract beyond this season, and thus the 
end of Keefe, whom Dubas signed through the 2023-24 season, because 
that's what friends do. 

Larsen is in his second full season with the Blue Jackets, and the returns 
have been diminishing. Columbus is in the bottom of third of the league 
offensively and defensively, ranking second to last in goals-against 
average through 31 games (3.96). Larsen has one more year on his deal 
after this season. Columbus could have a successor in Pascal Vincent, 
the team's associate coach who has been waiting for his shot at an NHL 
head-coaching gig. 

Then there's Granato. We all love Donny Meatballs. Great guy. The 
Sabres love him, too, having signed Granato to an extension last month 
that locks him up through the 2025-26 season. Now, that should make 
his seat a lot less toasty than the three others mentioned here. But if the 
Sabres end up worse than last season at a time when they should be 
trending up, could Granato pay the price? 

Terry Pegula has owned the Sabres since 2011. They haven't had a 
head coach last more than two full seasons since then. This is Granato's 
second full season. Just sayin'. 

Centrally hot, depending on the week 

Craig Berube, St. Louis Blues 

Dean Evason, Minnesota Wild 

John Hynes, Nashville Predators 

The Central Division is a pressure cooker, thanks to hot starts from the 
Stars and Jets combined with an early-season stumble from the injury-
plagued Stanley Cup champion Avalanche. Hence, things are a bit tense 
for some of those middle-pack contending teams. 

Berube was just handed a contract extension last season that has him 
signed through the 2024-25 campaign. The Blues are one of the NHL's 
most unpredictable and streaky teams, but one whose lack of defensive 
cohesion is surprising for a coach and a franchise that have prided 
themselves on it. Firing Berube would be a stunner for St. Louis, but he is 
in his fifth season with the team after leading the Blues to the Stanley 
Cup in 2019. 

For what it's worth, GM Doug Armstrong told ESPN's Emily Kaplan that 
Berube is safe. "I thought it was beneficial for myself to get that out there 
because we had lost five [in a row]. If we lost another game or two, I 
knew that would be the narrative," he said. "I figured if we squashed the 
narrative before it started, we didn't have to deal with it. But also ... Craig 
is a good coach." 

The Wild had high expectations entering this season after their first-round 
stumble in the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. But they looked very average 
early on, going 9-9-2 in their first 20 games. Some fans were getting 
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restless, knowing that the cap-strapped Wild didn't have many moves 
outside of firing their coach if conditions didn't improve. 

Well, they improved: Minnesota won four in a row, including a 6-5 
shootout victory at Dallas. They were back in a playoff seed, back on the 
positive side of goal differential and back to looking like the Wild. 

Evason's seat was lukewarm at best, to be honest. He wasn't GM Bill 
Guerin's hire -- he was a member of Boudreau's staff before Guerin 
replaced GM Paul Fenton -- but Guerin did extend him through 2024-25 
with a new contract last December. And the Wild are still playing well 
under Evason: Their 2.22 expected goals against per 60 minutes is fourth 
in the NHL. When your starting goalie is rocking a .895 save percentage 
in 16 games, that effectiveness can be overshadowed. And the coach 
isn't the guy who re-signed 38-year-old Marc-Andre Fleury. 

The Predators were off to a 5-8-1 start. Hynes, signed through next 
season, appeared to be in trouble as Central Division opponents sprinted 
out to an early lead. Then Nashville won seven of nine games, going 7-1-
1 in that span. The Predators gave up three or fewer goals in eight of 
those games, as goalie Juuse Saros shook off an early-season funk to 
get rolling. 

Hynes is signed through the 2023-24 season. Nashville is still just 
outside the playoff picture as of Tuesday. The Predators' 5-on-5 play 
remains a problem, as they're under 50% in shot share and expected 
goals. 

As one source noted, there's an elephant in the room that has 762 wins. 
Barry Trotz was the first coach in Predators history and spent 15 seasons 
behind their bench. There was speculation over the summer that he 
could return to the team in a hockey operations role, which was only 
further fueled when news hit that Trotz and his wife had purchased a 
home in Nashville. 

"He's there and they know they'll be at risk of losing him to someone else 
if they wait," one NHL coaching source said. 

Off the hot seat (for now) 

Dave Hakstol, Seattle Kraken 

Lindy Ruff, New Jersey Devils 

Ruff was named the leader for the Jack Adams Award in our latest NHL 
Awards Watch, and one voter summed up why: "When you get your fans 
to apologize to you, you've got something going." 

The Devils entered Tuesday night with a 20-4-1 record, good for the 
second-best points percentage in the NHL. They're on pace for 135 
points in the standings, which would be a new NHL record if the Boston 
Bruins don't establish an entirely new one this season. That would also 
be a 72-point improvement year over year. The Devils are near the top of 
the NHL in offense and defense by any statistical measurement. Ruff 
started the season with fans calling for his firing. He could very well end it 
with him holding his second Jack Adams Trophy. 

Hakstol also had his critics after the Kraken didn't meet expectations in 
their inaugural season, with just a .366 points percentage. But internally, 
Seattle was bullish on the way the team played and felt its positive 
progress was undercut by factors like the worst goaltending in the NHL 
last season. The Kraken's goaltending is marginally better, the arrival of 
rookie Matty Beniers bolstered their center depth and they are playoff 
contenders, quieting the pessimism about Hakstol's future. 

Just seated 

Rick Bowness, Winnipeg Jets 

Bruce Cassidy, Vegas Golden Knights 

Peter DeBoer, Dallas Stars 

Derek Lalonde, Detroit Red Wings 

Lane Lambert, New York Islanders 

Jim Montgomery, Boston Bruins 

Paul Maurice, Florida Panthers 

David Quinn, San Jose Sharks 

Luke Richardson, Chicago Blackhawks 

Martin St. Louis, Montreal Canadiens 

John Tortorella, Philadelphia Flyers 

There were 12 NHL teams that made coaching moves after the past 
regular season. That included two coaches who were elevated from 
interim status to the permanent gig: St. Louis and Jay Woodcroft, whom 
we'll get to in a second. 

The rest of these recent hires are presumably safe from one-and-done 
status. Most are finding success their first seasons behind these new 
benches: Only Tortorella, Quinn and Richardson had teams that weren't 
within four points of a playoff seed after Monday night's games. In the 
cases of Montgomery, Cassidy, DeBoer, Lambert and -- perhaps most 
surprisingly -- Bowness, there could be some Jack Adams candidates 
from this collection of new hires, too. 

Hot (Oil) seat 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton Oilers 

After leading the Oilers to the Western Conference finals last season as 
an interim coach, Woodcroft earned the permanent gig and a three-year 
contract. But the pressure to win in Edmonton is enormous. 

Edmonton's early-season struggles have been defined by injuries, 
including a significant one to top-line winger Evander Kane; poor 
performances, including from alleged free agent goaltending cure-all 
Jack Campbell; but most of all, from a team that's earning less than 50% 
of the expected goals and shot attempts while getting just over 50% of 
the scoring chances at 5-on-5. The Oilers are a bad defensive team -- 
24th in team goals-against average, down from 18th last season. 

How much blame does the coach deserve for that? Woodcroft was given 
high marks for improving the Oilers defensively last season after 
replacing Dave Tippett, but something's slipped. They are allowing fewer 
goals at 5-on-5 (2.79) than expected (2.89), but that's thanks in part to 
rookie goalie Stuart Skinner. 

"There is zero excuse for that team not to make the playoffs," one 
coaching source said. "I know they extended Woodcroft, but if we're 
talking coaches on the hot seat, wouldn't he be there?" 

This isn't to say we expect Woodcroft to take the fall if the Oilers can't 
make the playoff cut. But it is a reminder that off in the distance of this 
wide-open championship window is Leon Draisaitl's free agency in 
summer 2025. The pressure only builds for the Oil. 

Ice cold 

Jared Bednar, Colorado Avalanche 

Rod Brind'Amour, Carolina Hurricanes 

Jon Cooper, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings 

Mike Sullivan, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames 

Andre Tourigny, Arizona Coyotes 

These coaches are secure in their spots, for one reason or another. 

In the cases of Bednar and Cooper, that reason is Stanley Cup success -
- although in Cooper's case, he's also signed through 2024-25. In the 
cases of Brind'Amour and Sutter, it feels like both will coach their 
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respective teams until they decide it's time to move on. Sullivan just inked 
a contract extension in August that runs through the 2026-27 season. 

Tourigny, meanwhile, was hired by GM Bill Armstrong, has a contract 
that runs through next season and is unburdened by expectations. If the 
Coyotes are competitive, that reflects well on him. If the Coyotes stink ... 
well, it's not like they were designed to be competitive, right? 

One name that might be a surprise here to some is McLellan, as some 
Kings fans on social media have clamored for his removal. Perhaps that's 
why one source told ESPN, "I'd watch McLellan." 

But I get the sense that there's zero chance McLellan doesn't finish the 
season, and I'd expected him back for 2023-24 -- the final season of a 
contract that pays him upward of $5 million annually. GM Rob Blake 
handpicked him to oversee the Kings' return to contention. They made 
the playoffs ahead of schedule last season and are currently in a playoff 
seed. Even if they miss the cut in 2022-23, we wouldn't expect 
management to make a panic move with a coach it trusts -- and it's not 
like owner Phil Anschutz is micromanaging hockey operations decisions 
to force one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks Takeaways: More blown leads, comebacks and 
another OT win 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

Eleven goals, two more blown leads, two more comebacks, and another 
overtime winner from Elias Pettersson. Whatever. Ain’t nothing. 

These are the Vancouver Canucks and, brothers and sisters, we’ve seen 
some things. 

The greatest spectacle on ice wheeled into San Jose on Wednesday 
and, two nights after overcoming a four-goal deficit to beat the Montreal 
Canadiens, the Canucks rallied with a late equalizer before beating the 
Sharks 6-5 when Pettersson capped 4 ½ minutes of overtime mayhem 
by shooting stick side on goalie Eetu Makiniemi after Vancouver 
netminder Spencer Martin had stopped Timo Meier’s breakaway at the 
other end. 

Canucks' Pettersson continues OT magic with game winner vs. Sharks 

In two games, that’s 11 goals against and four points for the Canucks. 

The team has allowed 40 goals in their last 11 games — and is 8-3-0. 

None of this makes sense, of course, but then neither do the Canucks. 
One-third through their National Hockey League season, we’re not sure if 
they’re awful or brilliant, but they are outrageously fun to watch. As long 
as you are unconcerned about things like defending and high blood 
pressure. 

It was Vancouver’s third straight OT win and gave the Canucks five 
consecutive road victories for the first time since 2015. It also allowed the 
team to inch back to .500, 12-12-3, after starting this season with seven 
straight losses. 

Yeah, we’ve seen some things. 

Dakota Joshua, with two goals, Nils Hoglander, Ilya Mikheyev and Andrei 
Kuzmenko also scored for the Canucks, who blew a 3-1 second-period 
lead and trailed 5-4 until Kuzmenko guided in Pettersson’s goalside slap-
pass on a Vancouver power play with 3:53 remaining in regulation time. 

Canucks' Kuzmenko takes slap-pass from Pettersson, buries tying goal 
vs. Sharks 

“We had the game and then we gave it away,” Bruce Boudreau, the 
winning coach, told reporters in San Jose. “I think a lot of times a team 
like San Jose, once they get the lead, they start to panic a little bit 
because they haven't had a lot of wins. It's never ending — whichever 
team seems to be losing gets a (power play) and we took advantage of it. 
Petey made an incredibly good play to Kuz and he scored. And the rest 
is sort of what it is.” 

The Canucks forced overtime on Monday with a similar play, J.T. Miller to 
Kuzmenko, with only 1:25 left in the third period. 

Had they lost Wednesday, it would have been the eighth time this season 
— in 27 games — that the Canucks were defeated after leading by at 
least two goals. But, honestly, when Logan Couture tied it 3-3 with a 
shorthanded goal that trickled through Martin halfway through the middle 
period, it felt like the game was just beginning. 

“It took us two months to get even,” Boudreau said of the Canucks’ 
record. “We don't want to have to do that again. I mean, we've got a 
tough schedule coming up again. . . but I think we want to get ahead of 
the bar.” 

Vancouver remained two points out of a playoff spot. 

MARTIN MATTERS 

With No. 1 goalie Thatcher Demko out six weeks with a leg injury, 
Spencer Martin is a starting NHL goalie for the first time. Until last winter, 
the 27-year-old wasn’t an NHL goalie at all. This is all new to him, 
including getting back into the crease Wednesday after he was hooked 
by Boudreau Monday for allowing four goals on eight shots. 

Martin was beaten on the first one he faced in San Jose, a bouncing 
deflection by Nick Bonino just 18 seconds after the opening faceoff and a 
couple of seconds after Bo Horvat’s giveaway. The Canuck goalie looked 
suspect on at least a couple of goals.  

But Martin also made a pile of five-alarm saves among the 39 shots he 
faced, including in overtime when he stared down Meier and Tomas 
Hertl. The teams combined for nine shots in 4:25 of OT. 

“Let's face it, they had some 10-bell shots from the slot (and) they didn't 
score,” Boudreau said. “(Former Boston Bruin goalie) Gerry Cheevers 
once said he didn't care if he was winning 1-0 or 7-6, but he always 
stopped the last one. And that's what I feel Marty's like most nights.” 

With Collin Delia up from the minors to back him, Martin now gets a full 
recovery day and practice day to prepare to face the Minnesota Wild on 
Saturday. One way or another, we’re going to be talking about 
goaltending for a while. 

POWER UP 

The Canucks were 2-for-3 on the power play, making them 5-for-13 on 
their three-game winning streak. Since beginning their 8-3-0 run, 
Vancouver’s power play is eighth in the NHL at 29 per cent. Its 82.1 per 
cent penalty killing ranks sixth during that time. 

THE JOSHUA TREAT 

The Canucks’ least-conspicuous NHL signing on July 13 was free-agent 
depth forward Dakota Joshua, a 26-year-old from the Detroit area who 
had split last season between the St. Louis Blues and their American 
League farm team. 

Overshadowed by the Canucks’ $19-million-US signing that day of 
Mikheyev and the repatriation of B.C. boy Curtis Lazar, Joshua was a 
six-foot-three centre that Vancouver general manager Patrik Allvin 
envisioned would be a robust fourth-line winger. Joshua signed a two-
year, one-way contract for $825,000 per season, and the Canucks 
planned that he would earn it on their NHL team. 

Two months into the regular season, Joshua has been a quiet success 
story amid the Canucks’ tumultuous season. Quiet, at least, until 
Wednesday when the power forward returned from a two-game injury 
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absence, scored twice, fought once and came within a goal overturned 
on video review from getting his first NHL hat trick. 

Joshua finished with a team-leading five shots on net, two goals and two 
hits in 11:54 of ice time. In 24 games, he has six goals, eight points and 
55 hits while averaging 10:14 TOI. That’s excellent fourth-line production. 
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Sportsnet.ca / A wacky day for the Oilers ends with a predictable 
trouncing of the Coyotes 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — The day began with the ridiculous: some sports radio 
trade talk that had the Oilers interested in 32-year-old San Jose 
defenceman Erik Karlsson and his massive contract.  

Then it morphed into the sublime, when the Jesse Puljujarvi quotes 
arrived from Finland: “Maybe I just don’t have it.” Or this gem, “Twenty 
games in and I have one goal. It’s sad.”  

Finally, the day ended with the predictable: an easy win over the road-
weary Arizona Coyotes as the Oilers walked off with a tidy 8-2 victory 
over a struggling team that now limps home to face the (wait for it) 
Boston Bruins.  

Welcome to Edmonton, where trade rumours thrive no matter how weak, 
and Puljujarvi struggles, no matter how much hockey player there 
appears to be in that six-foot-four package. He was one of only four 
Oilers forwards to go pointless Wednesday.  

Oh, and one more thing: Russian winger Klim Kostin closed the game 
with a Gordie Howe hat trick, leaving big Zack Kassian with a cut on his 
nose on the same night the Oilers feted their former heavyweight with a 
scoreboard tribute.  

How did he end up in a scrap with a big, experienced fighter like 
Kassian?  

“I don't know. I didn't see. I'm just fighting, you know?” Kostin said, the 
knuckles on his right hand still bloody in the post-game dressing room. 
“He was just cross-checking me from behind and grabbed my neck. I was 
like, ‘Okay, so there's no way to go away from this fight.’  

“I'm not looking for a fight — I just want to play hockey. I just want to 
enjoy the hockey, but if fight’s coming I'm not going away."  

Give the kid credit. When he arrived from Russia as a first-round pick of 
the St. Louis Blues, Kostin never thought he’d be a scrapper. But he’s 
had a few over the years and more than held his own.  

“He stuck up for himself, and I think that's important,” head coach Jay 
Woodcroft said. “When you do that, people notice around the league. 
He's a big man and he stuck up for himself.”  

There was lots to unpack on a wacky Wednesday in the Alberta capital. 
So let’s begin.  

Pity the poor Coyotes, who play at the Arizona State University rink 
where they are behind both the gymnastics and wrestling teams when it 
comes to prime dates. They have three Saturday games all season long, 
and closed out a month on the road with a fairly non-competitive effort 
versus the Oilers.  

“We didn’t fight like we usually fight,” said Coyotes head coach Andre 
Tourigny. “Tonight we will throw the tape in the trash.”  

As for Karlsson, rumour had it the Oilers were in on veteran San Jose 
defenceman, and folks scrambled to figure out how to make the money 

work on a trade for a 32-year-old with four years left after this one at 
$11.5 million. Tyson Barrie and Puljujarvi would go to the Sharks, San 
Jose would eat half the salary with a third team eating some more….  

We’ve heard some goofy ones and this one was right up there, 
considering the age, price and defensive prowess of the player in 
question. But, trade rumours make the hockey world go ‘round, and this 
one sold some ads for talk radio on winter Wednesday in Northern 
Alberta.  

Finally, there was Puljujarvi, who bared his soul in the Finnish press, 
wondering if he was indeed an NHL player. He was ineffective against 
Arizona, on a night when depth players like Derek Ryan (1-1-2) and 
Kostin (1-1-2) padded their stats.  

As usual, Connor McDavid led the way with two goals and four points, 
extending his lead atop the NHL scoring race with 52 points. He is the 
first Oiler to register 50 points in the first 27 games of a season since 
Wayne Gretzky in 1987-88, and the four-point night was McDavid’s 
28th in 514 NHL games.  

For a little context, future Hall of Famer Joe Thornton had 28 four-point 
nights — in 1,714 games. So McDavid beat Jumbo Joe by a scant 1,200 
games in that race. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Resiliency won Flames the night, but Vladar is the story of 
this homestand 

 

Eric Francis  

 

CALGARY – One day after Jacob Markstrom trumpeted the virtues of 
having a short memory, his backup demonstrated why. 

Making his third straight start for the first time in his career, Dan Vladar 
and the Calgary Flames bounced back from a couple of dramatic 
setbacks Wednesday night in a game they came back to win 5-3 over the 
red-hot Minnesota Wild. 

And while their resiliency was the story of the night, the story of their 4-1 
homestand was Vladar, who started every one of those wins. 

“We just kind of… bet on the horse and rode him,” smiled Darryl Sutter, 
who has given Markstrom time to find his game by starting Vladar six of 
the last eight games. 

Vladar made 25 saves and was a big part of stymying all four Minnesota 
power plays en route to the team’s third straight win. 

The last time the Flames won three in a row was the start of the season 
when they opened that way. 

“Obviously it’s a dream come true for me – it’s what I was working for, 
especially with Barbs, Siggy and Marky for when the opportunity comes,” 
Vladar told Sportsnet Fan 960 afterwards, giving props to goalie coach 
Jason Labarbera, goalie director Jordan Sigalet and his tandem mate. 

“I still have to stay humble and work on the details. ... Barbs is really 
good to make sure I don’t fly high in the skies.” 

It may have been tough to stay grounded early on against Minnesota, 
when the Wild led 2-0 less than three minutes in.  

Vladar hung in for the rest of the frame, setting the stage for a three-goal 
response from the Flames in the opening 3:11 of the second period. 

They did it on the strength of a once-struggling power play, which has 
scored twice in each of their last two games. 
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However, the team’s ability to bounce back was tested in the final five 
minutes when a Jon Merrill point shot bounced in off of Chris Tanev’s 
stick to tie the game 3-3. 

A mere 12 seconds later Rasmus Andersson stepped up to play the 
hero, taking a Blake Coleman pass off of his skate, cutting across the 
crease and depositing a backhand past Marc-Andre Fleury for the game-
winner in a 5-3 triumph. 

It was his third point of the night, as he’d earlier assisted on two second-
period goals. 

“First thing that went through my mind is, ‘that’s it, we’re winning this 
game – I’m not letting any more in,’” said Vladar, who has won four in a 
row and has a save percentage of .928 in his last seven starts. 

“Obviously (the opening) three minutes were tough, but after that I said, 
‘it’s going to be a good night.' ... There were a couple ups and downs in 
that game, but the most important thing is the outcome.” 

The Flames now head out on a three-game in four-night trip through 
Columbus, Toronto and Montreal, where it’s likely Markstrom will return 
to the net Friday against Johnny Gaudreau and the Blue Jackets. 

Expect Vladar to face the Leafs one night later. 

“It was important to finish the homestand (with a win),” said Sutter, who 
credited the power play as the key to victory. 

“We talked about it, against a team that’s going to be in a race with, that’s 
for sure.” 

With the help and encouragement of Markstrom, Vladar continues to 
bridge the gap for a Flames team that desperately needed to start 
stringing together wins. 

He’s won four in a row at home, in a building he only started three times 
last season. 

“It was a big game for our team and now we keep building,” said 
Andersson, whose game-winner was followed by an empty-netter by 
Tyler Toffoli, his second of the game. 

“The small stuff is clicking lately, our power play and penalty kill and 5-
on-5 is better, and we have good goaltending.” 

Are the lads excited to face Gaudreau for the first time as a Blue Jacket? 

“You guys make it bigger than it is,” smirked Andersson. “It’s a part of the 
business. It’s free agents every year. People can pick and choose where 
they want to play if they’re a good player. We’ve moved on and so has 
Johnny. But it’s obviously going to be special for him to play against 
Calgary again, as it was special for Johnny (Huberdeau) and Weegs 
(MacKenzie Weegar) to play against Florida.  

“But for us it’s another game we have to win.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Trade or not, Boeser rediscovering his 'swagger' with 
Canucks is a good thing 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – The first rule of sports writing: No cheering in the press 
box. Although, “Free is better than cheap” for media meals is a close 
second. 

Everyone’s got to eat. And nearly everyone is cheering for Brock Boeser. 

The Vancouver Canucks winger, who lost his father in May and for about 
four hours on Saturday was going to be a healthy scratch on Hockey 
Fights Cancer Night at Rogers Arena, has shown in the face of personal 
adversity the last 10 years too much grace and goodness to not wish 
well. 

Whether he is with the Canucks or, increasingly likely, another National 
Hockey League team, anyone with a heart wants to see Boeser succeed 
and be happy. 

On Tuesday, the morning after a once-in-50-years 7-6 comeback win 
against the Montreal Canadiens, Boeser was still wondering if that 
success and happiness can yet come as a Canuck.  

But the business forces around him, and Boeser’s no-man’s-land spot on 
the team’s depth chart, have for at least two years been pointing towards 
a change of teams. 

Elliotte Friedman’s reporting Saturday that the Canucks have given 
permission to agent Ben Hankinson to seek a trade for his client 
confirmed an uncomfortable truth while adding a powerful kicker that 
Boeser, himself, is now also open to leaving Vancouver. 

Agents don't get involved in trade talks against their clients' wishes. And 
they aren't invited in to begin a trade mission, but to try to end one. 

“I feel like my name has always been out there, regardless if they've 
given (Hankinson) the green light or not,” Boeser told Sportsnet before 
flying with the Canucks to San Jose for Wednesday’s game against the 
Sharks. “I feel like it's always been like, if there's a deal in place, I might 
get dealt. So, I don't think it really changes anything.  

“When I got the chance to play (on Saturday), I just said 'screw it' and 
went out and played hockey. It felt like I haven't done that in a long time. I 
feel like I did that again last night, too (against Montreal). Those are 
probably my two best games of the season. I felt like my old self, so I've 
just got to make sure I continue to do that and not really worry about the 
other stuff. 

“You're trying to play scenarios in your head and, I don't know, I feel like I 
can't even picture it unless something happens. The guys have been 
great. They know that I want to be here and I want to win with them.” 

Boeser came within a Dakota Joshua injury at the morning skate from 
being healthy-scratched by coach Bruce Boudreau, who admitted later 
Saturday that he had been unaware it was Hockey Fights Cancer Night.  

Boudreau, you may have heard, is working on an expiring contract for a 
hockey-operations boss in Jim Rutherford, who has found much fault in 
the coach’s team. 

Boudreau is coaching every game like his job depends upon a win, which 
at least partly explains why he has lost track of the many theme nights 
NHL teams undertake. 

“I'd say it was rock bottom,” Boeser, 25, said of being told at the morning 
skate that he would sit out against the Arizona Coyotes, healthy, for the 
first time since he was a rookie. “Just trying to find your game, trying to 
find your confidence, I was trying to work hard and just kind of felt lost. 
And then when you come in and see that on the board (in the dressing 
room), it stings. It hurt a lot. It would have stung any day. But then on that 
day, it stung more.” 

But Boeser not only played against the Coyotes on the third line, after 
warming up in a pink jersey with his late dad’s nickname, Dukey, stitched 
on the back, but he scored against Arizona and nearly won the game in 
overtime before Canuck captain Bo Horvat did. 

Boudreau responded by promoting the Minnesotan back to Elias 
Pettersson’s line to face the Canadiens on Monday, and the right winger 
again was far more engaged than he has looked for most of this season. 
He had an assist and his 16:45 of ice time was Boeser’s highest in seven 
games – reinforcing just how far he has slipped down the lineup. 
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Boeser was a Calder Trophy runnerup in 2018, scoring 29 goals in 62 
games as the most exciting Canuck newcomer in years. But Pettersson 
arrived the next season, which is when goalie Thatcher Demko 
graduated from the minors. Gifted defenceman Quinn Hughes came to 
Vancouver the season after. 

J.T. Miller was acquired in a 2019 trade and Horvat got better year after 
year. And now Andrei Kuzmenko has arrived from Russia, loved by fans 
and in need of a big new contract. 

Slowed by injuries in all but one of his six NHL seasons, Boeser is still 
trying to replicate what he achieved as a rookie, even as he is being paid 
$6.65 million for this season and the next two.  

After missing another training camp, this time with a freak hand injury, 
Boeser has four goals and 16 points in 20 games, and the Canucks have 
been outscored 25-14 at five-on-five while he is on the ice. 

Boeser hasn’t been one of the Canucks’ top five or six players – this 
season or last -- which is why general manager Patrik Allvin has been 
looking at offloading the player and his contract. The team has also 
shopped other high-ticket players Conor Garland, Tyler Myers and 
Tanner Pearson. 

Maybe Hankinson will have better luck, the way agent Pat Brisson was 
finally able to broker a new home for former Canuck Roberto Luongo in 
2014 after a fruitless two-year trade mission by then-GM Mike Gillis. Or 
maybe Boeser surges back toward the top of the lineup and the Canucks 
can’t afford to let him go. 

Whatever happens, it’s better for everyone if Boeser plays well. 

“Yesterday was so much fun,” he said, smiling at the thought of the four-
goal comeback that shook Rogers Arena. “I think everyone had a blast 
coming back, especially against Montreal. When Petey and I have played 
together lately, we were good but we weren’t great like we used to be. 
And this last game ... I really feel like I got that chemistry back with him.  

“I haven't really been myself playing-wise on the ice in a long time. And 
the last two games, I feel like I've found myself again. That's all I'm 
thinking about -- bringing that to Wednesday’s game. 

“I've been able to focus, so far. That's why I keep saying I'm just focused 
on doing the same thing, playing the same way. I feel like I have my 
swagger back. And I want to keep it and help our team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Scheifele on beating Maurice's Panthers: 'I'm pretty 
happy with that one' 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG -- Mark Scheifele was in no mood for nostalgia, he had much 
more important things on his mind. 

On a night Paul Maurice and Jamie Kompon returned to Winnipeg on the 
bench of the visiting team, the Winnipeg Jets star centre was asked 
multiple times about the reception his former head coach would, should 
and eventually did receive. 

Scheifele was mostly evasive in his answers, either unable or perhaps 
unwilling to engage in the topic at hand. 

After notching a pair of goals in a 5-2 victory over the Florida Panthers on 
Tuesday night, Scheifele was then asked directly about having any 
additional motivation for the game with Maurice back in town. 

“For sure. I’m not going to lie, that was a good win in my books. I’m pretty 
happy with that one,” said Scheifele. “At the end of the day, we’ve moved 
on. We’re a different team this year than we were last year. It’s been 
exciting for a lot of us. You see the rejuvenated faces in this room. 

"(New Jets head coach Rick Bowness) has been on us each and every 
day, whether it’s a good game or a bad game, he’s always looking to 
help us. I think it’s been awesome for me, it’s been awesome for a lot of 
us, we’re being pushed and we’re being challenged to reach our full 
potential. That does a lot for our team.” 

In dissecting the subject further, it probably comes down to what 
Scheifele didn’t say rather than what was actually uttered. 

You got the sense that Scheifele wasn’t all that interested in airing any 
dirty laundry, but it’s fair to suggest that the relationship with Maurice was 
at least strained by the end. 

Whether that relates to the personal interactions or Maurice’s abrupt 
departure remains open to interpretation. 

This may be one of those wounds that heals over time, but it’s been clear 
in Scheifele’s words since training camp that he’s enjoying the new 
direction that Bowness has brought to the Jets, who improved to 16-7-1 
and moved into a tie for top spot in the Central Division while holding two 
games in hand. The Jets face the St. Louis Blues on Thursday to open a 
two-game road trip. 

By his own admission, Scheifele’s love of the game had waned over the 
past several seasons but that’s no longer the case. 

The narrative surrounding his lacklustre defensive-zone engagement 
levels has been replaced -- and rightfully so -- by talk about his torrid 
goal-scoring pace. 

By notching his team-leading 14th and 15th goals on Tuesday, Scheifele 
is on pace to eclipse his career-best mark of 38 -- set during the 2018-19 
campaign. 

In his scrum with reporters following the game, Scheifele wasn’t 
interested in taking credit for his output, dishing the plaudits to his 
linemates and the skilled players he’s on the ice with. 

“I think just his knack to be able to score in different ways,” said Kyle 
Connor. 

“He’s got a great release and a great shot, so I’m encouraging him all of 
the time,” added Bowness. “Shoot the puck.” 

As important as the production has been, Scheifele’s commitment away 
from the puck is on the rise and that’s something his teammates -- and 
the Jets coaching staff -- also values. 

He’s not cheating for offence and he’s been responsible in his down-low 
responsibilities while assisting the D-men on breakouts and zone exits. 

“We ask all our forwards, whoever's low, to get back and help our 
defence. Especially against an aggressive team like these guys, you 
can't rely strictly on your D,” said Bowness. “You have to go back there. 
They're coming hard, you need that third guy low. Mark's very good at 
that. He's very good at making the read but you see how low he's getting 
it. And also, when you get it, you're going to generate more speed 
because you're coming from low and yeah, you're just going to generate 
speed.” 

For the Jets to rebound this season, Scheifele was going to need to be 
one of the team’s most impactful players -- and he’s held up that end of 
the deal to date. 

As for Connor, talk of his slow start has also been replaced. 

By notching two goals of his own, he became the third member of the 
Jets (Pierre-Luc Dubois, who had three helpers on Tuesday, and the 
aforementioned Scheifele are the others) to hit double digits in goals. 
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After scoring just twice in the first 13 games, Connor is up to 26 points in 
24 games and finds himself one point behind Josh Morrissey for the team 
scoring lead. 

Slowly but surely, Connor was able to battle through an early-season 
stretch of being snake-bitten around the net and now he’s been heating 
up and delivering timely goals -- including his fourth game-winner of the 
season on Tuesday. 

“You’ve got to remember, early in those first 10 games, he was getting 
Grade A chances. He was playing great, just wasn’t getting points, wasn’t 
getting goals,” said Bowness. “All we said was just keep encouraging 
(him), keep doing what you’re doing and eventually they’re going to go in 
and things will change for you.” 

Things did change for Connor, just like they have for Scheifele after what 
was an important off-season of reflection and a coaching change that 
he’s clearly embraced with open arms. 
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