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Back on track: When could injured Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen return to action? 

By Chip Alexander 

Frederik Andersen was at practice and Sebastian Aho was 
not Thursday for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Max Pacioretty and Ondrej Kase were dressed and on the 
ice, skating and shooting the puck at Invisalign Arena, but 
only until practice began. Then they were gone. 

The Canes currently are on a six-game road trip, yet were 
practicing at home. So it goes in the NHL, where scheduling 
can be a bit wacky at times. 

After starting the trip with games against Pittsburgh and St. 
Louis, the Canes headed to the West Coast to face the Los 
Angeles Kings and then the Anaheim Ducks. Flying back, 
their schedule had them practicing Thursday and Friday in 
Raleigh before jetting off again for road games against the 
New York Islanders and Detroit Red Wings. 

“You like to get the guys home, see their families, kind of get 
their life back for a day or so,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

Brind’Amour said Aho has a lower-body issue that kept him 
off the ice. If Aho is unable to practice Friday, Brind’Amour 
said, he will not play Saturday against the Islanders. 

Andersen has been dealing with his own lower-body injury, 
one that has kept the goalie sidelined since Nov. 8, when he 
abruptly left practice at Invisalign. He said Thursday that a 
knee issue caused the sudden departure that day, and has 
led to his absence. 

“It was something I had dealt with for a while,” Andersen said 
Thursday. “It was something that I’d been through before, 
that I knew that if I kept working it and kept putting stress on 
it, it wouldn’t have been good.  

“It was a good time to kind of figure it out, because we still 
obviously have quite a bit of the season left. Had it been at 
the very end of the season, this might have been a different 
injury to play through.” 

Andersen, 33, suffered an MCL tear in an April 16 road game 
against the Colorado Avalanche. He missed the Canes’ last 
six games in the 2021-22 regular season and the 14 Stanley 
Cup playoff games as Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov 
were used in net. 

“This is not the same as last year but there’s some wear and 
tear obviously from playing goalie for close to 25 years now,” 
Andersen said of the injury. “You have to be careful. I’ll do 
what I can to get back quicker and obviously when I do get 
back, I don’t want to aggravate it right away again. So come 
back in a good way.” 

Andersen played eight games before being sidelined, posting 
a 5-3-0 record with a 2.72 goals-against average and .891 
save percentage. 

Signed as a free agent to a two-year, $9 million contract in 
July 2021, Andersen was among the NHL’s best during the 
2021-22 season. He won 24 of his first 30 games and joined 
Aho at the 2022 NHL All-Star Game, helping the 
Metropolitan Division win. 

Andersen had a 35-14-3 record, 2.17 GAA and .922 save 
percentage in 52 games before the injury at Colorado.  

Andersen won his first two starts this season, against 
Columbus and Seattle, allowing one goal in each game. But 
he gave up five goals in losses to Edmonton and the 
Islanders. 

His last start was Nov. 6 against Toronto, when he allowed 
three goals on 21 shots in a 3-1 loss to the Maple Leafs at 
PNC Arena. Two days later, he left practice at Invisalign. 

Kochetkov was recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL 
on an emergency basis and has been used in 10 games, 
going 5-1-4 with a 2.44 GAA and .914 save percentage. 
Raanta, Kochetkov and Andersen split the work Thursday at 
practice. 

Andersen said he is not sure when he will get back into a 
game — Brind’Amour said he was “not close to playing but 
taking the right steps.” 

Another positive sign for the Canes was having Pacioretty 
and Kase working with former team captain Justin Williams 
before practice. Pacioretty continues to recover from an 
Achilles tendon tear in preseason and Kase is coming off a 
concussion — one of several in the forward’s career — 
suffered in the season opener. 

The Canes (14-6-6) took seven of eight possible points in the 
first four games of the road trip, losing to the Ducks in 
overtime. After completing the six-game trip, the Hurricanes 
will play seven of eight at home.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 9, 2022 

 

 

 

Andersen Returns To Practice As Canes Get Back To Work At Home 

Kase also back on the ice; Aho questionable for Saturday on 
Long Island 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes skated for the first 
time since returning from their 10-day road trip Thursday, 
working at Invisalign Arena on the campus of Wake 
Competition Center. 

The morning session was highlighted by two bits of positive 
news, beginning with forward Ondrej Kase being back on the 
ice. 

For approximately 30 minutes leading up to the team taking 
the ice, the 27-year-old winger went through drills with Max 
Pacioretty under the guidance of Justin Williams. Kase has 
been in concussion protocol since October 13, just one day 
after playing in the team's season opener against Columbus. 

While Kase and Pacioretty shot on Equipment Manager 
& Emergency Backup Legend Jorge Alves in net, the team's 
creases were fully staffed when the entire unit took to the ice. 

Netminder Frederik Andersen rotated in between the pipes 
with Pyotr Kochetkov and Antti Raanta, skating with the full 
team for the first time since suffering a lower-body injury in 
early November. 

One half of the 2021-22 Jennings Trophy-winning duo, 
Andersen had worked with Goaltending Coach Paul 
Schoenfelder just before the team departed on their trip to 
Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Los Angeles, and Anaheim, and made 
further strides while the team was away. 

"It was just kind of to a point where it wasn't getting any 
better. It was something I dealt with for a while but I'd been 
through it before and I knew if I kept working and kept putting 
stress on it, it wouldn't have been good," the netminder said 
of the injury. "It was a good time to get it figured out because 
we still have quite a bit of the season left. Had it been the 
very end of the season, this would have been a very different 
injury.  Maybe it would have been one that I would have 
been able to play through, but at this point, it would not have 
been wise." 

Andersen confirmed that the injury was not to the same knee 
that caused him to miss the final six games of the 2021-22 
regular season and entire 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

When asked when he felt he might be available to play 
again, the netminder said, "We're trying to see how the injury 
responds to a little bit more load. We're not quite out of the 
woods yet. I want to be able to come back and not have to 
deal with re-aggrevating it right away, but all positives, so 
far." 

"It's a good sign. I was happy to see him out there today," 
Rod Brind'Amour offered when asked about the situation. 
"It's still a 'sharing the net' type of thing and it's his first 
practice with us after being out for a long time. He's not close 
to playing, but at least we're taking the right steps." 

While the news regarding Andersen and Kase was positive 
on both fronts, there was one update on the unfortunate side 
of things. 

Forward Sebastian Aho did not participate in today's skate 
due to what Brind'Amour described as a lower-body injury. 
Aho played 20:30 in the team's contest in Anaheim on 
Tuesday, but his head coach described it as a situation that 
has been bothering him for a bit. 

Brind'Amour continued to say that if Aho doesn't practice 
Friday morning before the team's afternoon departure to 
Long Island, he will not play in Saturday's affair. 

The news comes just four days after his Finnish counterpart 
Teuvo Teravainen returned from an upper-body injury. #86 
played over 15 minutes in both of the team's games in 
California during the recent trip west. 

"I felt pretty good. There weren't really any problems and I 
felt pretty normal," Teravainen shared following the practice. 
"It's not fun to watch games, so I was just trying to get back 
in the lineup and feel good again." 

The team is eager to see him get back into the groove he 
was in just before having to come out of the lineup. 

"I thought he was playing really well before he got injured. I 
think he'll get it going too and we're going to need him. We 
need everyone, obviously, but he's a top player. We need 
him playing his top game," Brind'Amour concluded.
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NHL Buzz: Aho questionable for Hurricanes with lower-body injury 

Forward could miss game against Islanders on Saturday; 
Toews likely back for Blackhawks 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Sebastian Aho did not practice for the Hurricanes on 
Thursday, and the forward is questionable for their game 
against the New York Islanders at UBS Arena on Saturday. 

"He's got a little lower-body injury that is bothering him, so 
we'll see where it goes," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "But if he's not able to practice [Friday], he won't be 
playing on the island." 

Aho is second on the Hurricanes with 27 points (11 goals, 16 
assists) in 26 games this season; forward Martin Necas 
leads with 28 (12 goals, 16 assists). 

Frederik Andersen practiced for the first time since the goalie 
sustained a lower-body injury Nov. 6. He has missed 14 
games. 

"It's a good sign," Brind'Amour said. "I was happy to see him 
out there today. Obviously still sharing a net kind of thing; 
that's his first practice with us. He's been out for a long time. 
Not close to playing, but at least we're taking the right steps." 

Forward Ondrej Kase was on the ice prior to practice 
Thursday. He has not played since the season opener Oct. 
12 because of a concussion. 

"We knew that was an issue," Brind'Amour said. "Obviously 
it's been kind of around him since the last few years, and 
hopefully he can put it behind him and get back with us. He's 
not practicing with us so until that happens, there's not really 
much to talk about." 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS 

Jonathan Toews is expected to be back in the lineup when 
the Blackhawks play the Winnipeg Jets at United Center on 
Friday (8:30 p.m. ET; NBCSCH, TSN3, ESPN+, SN NOW). 

The forward did not play in a 3-0 loss to the New Jersey 
Devils on Tuesday because of an illness. Forward Lukas 
Reichel was recalled from Rockford of the American Hockey 
League and played 13:58. He was sent back to the AHL on 
Wednesday. 

Toews practiced Thursday after Chicago had a day off. 

"He seemed better, especially after two days," coach Luke 
Richardson said Thursday. "Lot better, and obviously eating 
and getting some rest at home yesterday was key. He said 
he felt much better before practice going out there." 

Toews is third on the Blackhawks with 14 points (eight goals, 
six assists) and leads the NHL with a 64.2 face-off winning 
percentage (minimum 150 face-offs) in 24 games this 
season. -- Tracey Myers 

ST. LOUIS BLUES 

Forward Pavel Buchnevich (lower body) and defenseman 
Torey Krug (upper body) were unavailable when the Blues 
lost 5-2 to the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday. 

Neither played in a 7-4 win against the Islanders on 
Tuesday. Krug was the extra defenseman at the morning 
skate Thursday; Buchnevich did not skate. 

Buchnevich is tied for third on the Blues with 20 points (nine 
goals, 11 assists) in 20 games; Krug has 11 points (five 
goals, six assists) in 24 games. 

VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 

Jack Eichel missed his second straight game for the Golden 
Knights when they lost 5-1 to the New York Rangers on 
Wednesday. 

The center is day to day because of a lower-body injury. 

Eichel leads Vegas in goals (13) and points (29), and is tied 
for third in assists (16).
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, one word describing each team 

By Kristen Shilton 

The Boston Bruins and New Jersey Devils continue to pile up 
the points, while the defending Stanley Cup champ Colorado 
Avalanche suffered a major injury blow this week with the 
news that Nathan MacKinnon would miss time. Recent 
additions on the ice and behind the bench have done their 
fair share to influence their new teams -- or have 
disappointed. And a new class of superstars has emerged, 
from Jason Robertson to Tage Thompson to Matty Beniers 
and many more. 

It might be tough to sum up the first two months of the 2022-
23 NHL season in just one word per team, but along with this 
week's Power Rankings, we've attempted to do just that. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most 
recent edition, published Dec. 2. Points paces are through 
Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 86.00% 
Next seven days: @ ARI (Dec. 9), @ VGK (Dec. 11), vs. NYI 
(Dec. 13), vs. LA (Dec. 15) 

Commanding. How else to describe a Boston team that 
hasn't dropped back-to-back decisions all season or slid out 
of a top-three spot in the standings? The Bruins have been a 
consistent force since Game 1. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 82.69% 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Dec. 9), @ NYR (Dec. 12), vs. 
DAL (Dec. 13), vs. PHI (Dec. 15) 

Magnificent. Truly, it's hard to pick a single term for the 
Devils. What can really capture the ride New Jersey has 
been on? A 13-game win streak was impressive enough. But 
the Devils are multidimensional, their success hardly 
predicated on any one element or one player or one position. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 71.43% 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Dec. 10), vs. ANA (Dec. 13), @ 
NYR (Dec. 15) 

Fascinating. Somehow Toronto went from a mediocre start -- 
with a near-full complement of healthy players available -- to 
a 12-game point streak amid losing three-quarters of its top 

four defensemen and both goalies to injury. Quite a 
turnaround. 

4. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 70.00% 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Dec. 9), vs. WSH (Dec. 11), vs. 
VGK (Dec. 13), vs. NSH (Dec. 15) 

Renewed. These aren't last season's Jets. New coach Rick 
Bowness has earned buy-in on the defensive side that's 
translated to consistent effort -- and success -- for Winnipeg 
in becoming one of the league's top teams. Connor 
Hellebuyck playing like a Vezina Trophy contender hasn't 
hurt, either. 

5. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 66.00% 
Next seven days: @ WSH (Dec. 9), @ FLA (Dec. 11), @ TB 
(Dec. 13), @ CAR (Dec. 15) 

Striking. The Kraken bolted their way into the top 10 with an 
incredible 11-2-1 run through November into early December 
that went widely underreported. But give Seattle its flowers -- 
even after a couple of losses -- because the second-year 
squad has come a long way from its modest rookie-season 
roots. 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 69.64% 
Next seven days: vs. PHI (Dec. 9), vs. BOS (Dec. 11), @ 
WPG (Dec. 13), @ CHI (Dec. 15) 

Convincing. Vegas answered its doubters early and often 
after missing the playoffs last season. Logan Thompson has 
been excellent in net. Jack Eichel -- prior to a recent injury -- 
looked even better than his old self. Defensively, the team 
pulled together. Even when Vegas shows its inconsistencies 
-- as it has more lately -- that foundation is bound to keep it 
in good standing. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 65.39% 
Next seven days: @ NYI (Dec. 10), @ DET (Dec. 13), vs. 
SEA (Dec. 15) 

Diligent. Carolina started hot, cooled off and recently caught 
fire with a four-game win streak that's helped propel it back 
up the standings. The Hurricanes might not be blowing 
teams out (and will drop the occasional dud, like an overtime 
loss to Anaheim), but they stick to the plan and earn results. 
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8. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 64.81% 
Next seven days: vs. DET (Dec. 10), @ PIT (Dec. 12), @ NJ 
(Dec. 13), @ WSH (Dec. 15) 

Electrifying. And that's just Jason Robertson. The Stars are 
fun, flashy and have gone toe-to-toe with just about everyone 
(that shutout against Toronto being a rare exception). Jamie 
Benn and Tyler Seguin have been resurgent, Jake Oettinger 
has played great, and the Robertson-led top line makes 
Dallas appointment viewing. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 61.54% 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Dec. 9), vs. BUF (Dec. 10), vs. 
DAL (Dec. 12), @ FLA (Dec. 15) 

Experience. As in, there's no substitute for it. Pittsburgh has 
gone through its lulls -- and one well-documented seven-
game winless streak -- to come out the other side with more 
consistent good habits to put it back in the league's top tier. 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 59.62% 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Dec. 10), vs. CAR (Dec. 13), @ 
MIN (Dec. 14) 

Refined. The Red Wings have significantly improved from 
being one of the league's worst defensive teams a year ago. 
New coach Derek Lalonde has helped Detroit gain some 
polish, and GM Steve Yzerman's additions -- particularly 
netminder Ville Husso -- have seriously moved the needle. 
The Red Wings require more consistency but have come a 
long way. 

11. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 54.17% 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 10), @ STL (Dec. 12), vs. 
EDM (Dec. 13), @ WPG (Dec. 15) 

Patient. Nashville just goes about its business. The 
Predators weren't getting hero-like goaltending from Juuse 
Saros, which hurt them early on, but lately Nashville has 
started to gain real traction and bank some solid victories. 

12. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 59.26% 
Next seven days: @ NJ (Dec. 9), vs. CAR (Dec. 10), @ BOS 
(Dec. 13) 

Stable. The Islanders have established a formula: excellent 
goaltending behind full-team defense supported by enough 
solid offense and special teams to get the job done. More 
often than not, it's getting good results. 

13. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 62.00% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 10), vs. SEA (Dec. 13), vs. 
CBJ (Dec. 15) 

Steady. The Lightning embody that not-too-high-or-too-low 
cliche. They've scaled a few mountains, after all. Tampa 
Bay's season started out rocky, but now the Lightning are 
winning more often when they should. Confidence appears 
to be building. Full steam ahead. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 56.00% 
Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 9), @ VAN (Dec. 10), vs. 
EDM (Dec. 12), vs. DET (Dec. 14) 

Adaptive. Minnesota turned the page on its slow start thanks 
to more complete team efforts and a record-setting (not to 
mention exhilarating-to-watch) Kirill Kaprizov, who now owns 
the longest goal and point streak in Wild history. GM Bill 
Guerin's addition of Ryan Reaves to the mix is paying big 
dividends, too. Sometimes small changes can have a big 
impact. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 55.17% 
Next seven days: @ MTL (Dec. 10), @ CBJ (Dec. 11), @ 
BUF (Dec. 13), @ BOS (Dec. 15) 

Chaotic. L.A. has been all over the map, even more than 
usual lately. The overtime losses started building -- like that 
mind-bending 9-8 defeat against Seattle -- and the Cal 
Petersen drama was unexpected. The Kings need some 
wins, especially against good teams, on their current road 
swing. 

16. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 55.77% 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Dec. 9), @ TOR (Dec. 10), @ 
MTL (Dec. 12), vs. VAN (Dec. 14) 

Streaky. The Flames posted consecutive wins only two times 
from late October to early December. They've vacillated on 
the ice from close loss to blowout win in 48 hours, and they 
recently shuffled in net from 2022 Vezina Trophy runner-up 
Jacob Markstrom to backup Dan Vladar. Who knows what's 
next? 

17. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 56.25% 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Dec. 9), @ STL (Dec. 11), vs. 
PHI (Dec. 13), vs. BUF (Dec. 15) 

Star-crossed. The reigning Stanley Cup champs cannot 
catch a break with injuries. It started with Gabriel Landeskog 
requiring surgery before the season even started and 
snowballed into a laughably long list of sidelined skaters that 
now includes Nathan MacKinnon. No surprise the losses are 
beginning to pile up. 
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18. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 55.56% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 9), @ MIN (Dec. 12), @ 
NSH (Dec. 13), vs. STL (Dec. 15) 

Satisfactory. Edmonton is humming along on the backs of its 
top players without necessarily blowing anyone away. Which 
is fine. Jack Campbell's struggles in net have certainly 
slowed the Oilers down at times, but there's plenty of talent 
there to keep them on track. 

19. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 55.36% 
Next seven days: @ COL (Dec. 9), vs. NJ (Dec. 12), vs. TOR 
(Dec. 15) 

Perplexing. New York's season has been as head-scratching 
as its recent six-game run that included losses to Anaheim, 
Ottawa and Chicago. The Rangers have been an up-and-
down .500 team when expectations were high that they'd 
pick up where last season ended -- as enforcers of the East. 
There's still time. 

20. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 55.56% 
Next seven days: @ TB (Dec. 10), vs. SEA (Dec. 11), vs. 
CBJ (Dec. 13), vs. PIT (Dec. 15) 

Fickle. Those Florida felines have fooled us a few times, 
following up runs of great hockey with confounding losses. 
But hey, these Panthers are never dull. 

21. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 53.85% 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Dec. 10), vs. CGY (Dec. 12), @ 
OTT (Dec. 14), vs. ANA (Dec. 15) 

Surprising. Montreal has turned heads. The team's 
combination of forward talents -- led by Nick Suzuki and Cole 
Caufield -- has challenged opponents and made the 
Canadiens an entertaining, unexpectedly successful group. 
Can they carry that momentum through midseason? Time 
will tell. 

22. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 48.08% 
Next seven days: vs. PIT (Dec. 9), @ PIT (Dec. 10), vs. LA 
(Dec. 13), @ COL (Dec. 15) 

Enlightening. Buffalo is learning on the job. Fueled by their 
rising stars (Tage Thompson, anyone?), the Sabres have 
stumbled and shone, struggled and recovered. It's all part of 
the growth process from which Buffalo will benefit in the 
future. 

23. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 10), @ CGY (Dec. 14) 

Turbulent. Vancouver has had issues across the board. 
Lengthy winless streak? Check. Coaching uncertainty? 
Indeed. Drama surrounding star players (looking at you, 
Brock Boeser)? Of course. Somewhere in the middle of all 
that, the Canucks actually pulled themselves close to a 
playoff spot, only to promptly fall back out of it. But, of 
course, Vancouver's been winning more of late. Where does 
that take it? 

24. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 50.00% 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Dec. 9), @ WPG (Dec. 11), @ 
CHI (Dec. 13), vs. DAL (Dec. 15) 

Mediocre. The Capitals' most relevant storyline is Alex 
Ovechkin chasing history. Otherwise, Washington has been 
a run-of-the-mill squad, neither great nor terrible but 
somewhere in the crowded middle. 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 44.44% 
Next seven days: vs. COL (Dec. 11), vs. NSH (Dec. 12), @ 
EDM (Dec. 15) 

Mystifying. Everything about St. Louis' season gives you 
whiplash. The demoralizing eight-game losing skid. The 
resurgent seven-game win streak. Feisty Jordan Binnington 
picking fights. Top players producing, then not. Who are the 
real Blues? 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 42.31% 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Dec. 10), vs. ANA (Dec. 12), vs. 
MTL (Dec. 14) 

Frustrating. Ottawa was supposed to be better than this. GM 
Pierre Dorion worked all offseason with that goal in mind. 
The Senators have just failed to come together often enough 
on the ice. Ottawa's recent performances suggest hope for a 
potential turnaround, but the real question is why these 
Senators tripped so hard out of the gate. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 42.59% 
Next seven days: @ VGK (Dec. 9), @ ARI (Dec. 11), @ COL 
(Dec. 13), @ NJ (Dec. 15) 

Painful. The Flyers did have that 5-2-0 stretch out of the 
gate. They have not won five games total since. Injuries have 
been an issue, and goaltender Carter Hart could only do so 
much for so long. Philadelphia knew this season might be 
rough, and so it has been. 
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28. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 36.21% 
Next seven days: @ ANA (Dec. 9), vs. ANA (Dec. 13) 

Dismal. San Jose has hovered -- somewhat inexplicably -- 
near the bottom of the league despite some top-end talents 
in the lineup. The Sharks have been one of this season's 
underachievers, and it'll be curious to see how GM Mike 
Grier goes about adjusting course. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 36.00% 
Next seven days: vs. CGY (Dec. 9), vs. LA (Dec. 11), @ FLA 
(Dec. 13), @ TB (Dec. 15) 

Cursed. But seriously. The Blue Jackets landing Johnny 
Gaudreau should have been a terrific omen for this season, 
which instead has been defined by who's not in the lineup. 
Zach Werenski, Patrik Laine, Elvis Merzlikins, Jake Bean, 
Jakub Voracek; the list goes on of players who have missed 
time (some of them now out long term). That's no excuse, 
though. Laine and Merzlikins are back, and the Blue Jackets 
still can't avoid being regularly blown out. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 36.00% 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Dec. 9), vs. WSH (Dec. 13), vs. 
VGK (Dec. 15) 

Predictable. Chicago was meant to be in the thick of the 
Connor Bedard sweepstakes. For the most part, that's where 
the Blackhawks have remained -- with some enjoyably 
competitive contests tossed in. But mostly Chicago appears 
to be staying on task. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 37.50% 
Next seven days: vs. BOS (Dec. 9), vs. PHI (Dec. 11), @ SJ 
(Dec. 13) 

Punishing. Any team could buckle under the weight of a 14-
game road trip. The Coyotes have gotten some great 
goaltending from Karel Vejmelka, and their top players have 
made steady contributions, but there's no denying the 
Coyotes' early-season slate has had a negative impact. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 31.48% 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 9), @ OTT (Dec. 12), @ TOR 
(Dec. 13), @ MTL (Dec. 15) 

Disappointing. Anaheim's pool of young talent -- led by the 
electrifying Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry -- should at least 
keep them competitive. Yet the Ducks have managed a 
single regulation win this season and produced an alarming 
number of lopsided losses (with a few surprising overtime 
wins tossed in). The rebuild is clearly still on.
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Quick Whistles: Martinook’s Hat Trick, Burns’ Notice, Hurricanes’ Road Trip 

Brent Burns goes on a tear for the Hurricanes out west, and 
Jordan Martinook’s hat trick calls for a trip down memory 
lane. 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes are four games into their longest 
road trip of the season, and in a couple of weeks, the 
makeup of their schedule will make a rather dramatic shift. 

For now, though, the Hurricanes have to be fairly satisfied 
with their work over the last three weeks. After securing just 
two wins in a ten-game November stretch, the club has 
bounced back with four wins in their last five outings and 
three wins in their first four games on the trip. 

The most memorable moment of this important stretch out 
west came in their first game in December against the St. 
Louis Blues. 

Jordan Martinook recorded a hat trick in Carolina’s 6-4 win. It 
was the fourth hat trick by a Canes player this year, including 
Andrei Svechnikov’s two hatty’s against the Edmonton Oilers 
and Sebastian Aho’s trifecta against the Buffalo Sabres. 

A hat trick from a role player hits a little differently than one 
from a star player, though, and in Martinook’s case, that 
point is especially true. 

The 30-year-old winger was put on waivers before the start 
of the regular season, going unclaimed by the other 31 
teams in the league. At that point, it was wholly unsurprising. 
Martinook hadn’t replicated the 15-goal, 25-point campaign 
he had in his first season with the team in 2018-19. In fact, 
he had managed to hit the 15-point mark just once in three 
seasons that were plagued by injury. 

All things considered, there was plenty of reason to think that 
Martinook’s run in Carolina was coming to an end, but on a 
team that has struggled to find solid supplemental offense 
behind its star scorers, Martinook has turned back the clock. 

Through 26 games played, he has surpassed his goal totals 
from each of his last three seasons in roughly half of his 
average games played over that span. His hat trick in St. 
Louis is what boosted him to that mark, which takes me back 
to a very different time and place in this modern era of 
Hurricanes hockey. 

In year one of the Rod Brind’Amour head-coaching era, 
Martinook was also taking part in a new journey. He joined 
the team via trade after playing parts of four NHL seasons 
with the Arizona Coyotes. On November 23, 2018, he posted 
his first NHL hat trick. 

That night, he was on a line with two rookies - 23-year-old 
Lucas Wallmark and 18-year-old fresh second-overall pick 
Andrei Svechnikov. 

Those three goals, and the 12 others, helped break the 
Hurricanes’ decade-long playoff drought. His personality and 
work ethic made him a favorite among fans and teammates. 

Just over four years later, the player and the franchise he 
plays for are in an entirely different place. 

The team has ascended from a doormat to a Stanley Cup 
hopeful. The player had descended from a young spark plug 
to an injury-rattled veteran counting his days, at least until 
this year. 

Martinook’s 2022-23 campaign has been a bit of a revelation. 
Among the 17 Carolina skaters with 175+ minutes of 5-on-5 
ice time, he ranks first in expected goals-for-percentage 
(61.16%), first in high-danger shot-attempt-share (60.42%), 
and second in on-ice goals-for-percentage (16 GF, 10 GA, 
61.54 GF%). He’s done this while averaging 14:46 of ice 
time, 17 seconds more than his 2018-19 average. 

He’s healthy. He’s confident. He’s effective. 

There’s a night-and-day difference in his game after a few 
challenging seasons, and it’s been a fun thing to observe. 
He’s shooting the puck more than he ever has in a 
Hurricanes jersey, and while the results may not remain this 
consistent over the course of the next 56 games, he is 
making himself a viable threat on a tight-checking third line 
that has been the Hurricanes’ best trio for substantial 
stretches of this still young season. 

Burns Notice 

The road hasn’t always been smooth for Brent Burns in his 
first year with the Hurricanes, but the 37-year-old behemoth 
of an offensive defenseman has become a difference-maker 
as of late. 

Burns has points in three straight games and four of his last 
five. He has multi-point games in two of his last three 
outings, doubling his full-season total in that department, and 
he’s been a dynamic offensive weapon, particularly at even 
strength. 

His big breakout game came in a disappointing loss up in 
Minnesota a few weeks back. While he didn’t get on the 
scoresheet, he was at his most noticeable in all three zones. 
He pushed the puck up ice with pace and physicality, 
creating a string of scoring chances that his teammates 
couldn’t capitalize on. 

Now, the numbers are starting to pile up, and he’s doing it in 
a variety of ways. 

At 5-on-5, he’s been a strong facilitator of offense, moving 
the puck around and getting his teammates involved. On the 
power play, he has been flinging pucks toward the net. When 
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he gets a chance to step into a shot from the point, he has 
been doing so without hesitation. 

His shot is such a valuable asset for the team, and the more 
he shoots, the more chaos he will cause for opposing teams 
and goalies. 

Outside of a downright awful game in Boston, Burns and 
Jaccob Slavin have also faired well as a tandem in all three 
zones. Slavin has started to get more engaged offensively, 
which has been another promising sign for their chemistry 
and confidence. 

One of the biggest concerns surrounding the team was the 
lack of aggression from their defensemen. Brind’Amour’s 
teams have always found success through active 
defensemen, but that wasn’t happening early in the year. 
That is now trending in the right direction, at least in the top 
four. 

Burns is getting hot, Brady Skjei has goals in back-to-back 
games, and Brett Pesce has two goals and five points over 
his last six games. 

Other Notes from the Week 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov is now Carolina’s most-used goalie 
this season, both in terms of appearances and time on the 
ice. His .914 save percentage stands as the lone individual 
Canes goalie save percentage north of .900 on the year. 

Among the 53 NHL goalies with north of 500 minutes of ice 
time this season, the 23-year-old ranks 17th in save 
percentage, fourth in high-danger save percentage, and 
eighth in high-danger goals saved above league average. 

Unsurprisingly, his numbers indicate that he is making high-
danger stops at a fantastic clip. According to MoneyPuck, he 
has the ninth-best goals saved above expected and the 
second-best save percentage above expected. 

It’s his work against low and medium-danger shots that drag 
his overall save percentage down, though. He ranks 11th in 
low-danger save percentage above expected and 40th in 
medium-danger save percentage above expected. 

All of those numbers back up what we’ve seen from him. 
He’s a high-activity goalie with a boatload of athleticism and 
anticipation, which makes him a heartbreaker for other teams 
when they get great looks, but less competitive shots are 
beating him at a much higher rate compared to the league 
average. 

With how young he is, that’s a very understandable issue 
that should only improve over time. There’s no denying that 

the work he has put in has played a considerable role in 
keeping this team in the top four of the Eastern Conference 
standings. 

Seth Jarvis’ slow start in year two has quickly become a 
thing of the past. 

After going seven games without a point during Carolina’s 
team-wide rough stretch in November, the 20-year-old has 
bounced back with points in seven of his last eight games 
and a current six-game point streak. 

There was never a high level of concern surrounding his 
play. We all saw what he was capable of a year ago, but it 
took him some time to find his game again. The sophomore 
season for a young, high-upside forward can be tricky. He 
isn’t a secret anymore, and teams know how to play him. 

It’s on the player to adjust to the adjustment, though, and 
that’s what he has done as of late. He’s been more 
aggressive and tenacious in physical battles along the 
boards and in front of the net, which was a key to his 
success as a rookie. 

The Hurricanes need him to keep being a pest for 
opponents. His skill level is so high that the offense should 
always come around as long as he is on his game 
consistently. 

It feels like a weekly ritual at this point, but Martin Necas is 
still very, very good. His four-game point streak came to an 
end in Anaheim, but he is still leading the Hurricanes in 
assists (16) and points (28) at the 26-game mark. 

His confidence is through the roof, and for good reason. His 
19:43 average ice time is more than three and a half minutes 
more than his usage a season ago, and he is shooting the 
puck more than he has at any point in his NHL career. 

From the beginning of the 2019-20 season to the end of 
2021-22, he averaged 1.85 shots on goal across 195 games. 
This season, he’s averaging 3.35. That’s the highest rate 
among all Canes forwards and second on the team only to, 
of course, Brent Burns. 

Consistency, once the bain of Necas’ NHL existence, has 
also become a strength. He has points in 18 of the 26 games 
he’s played this season, and he has yet to go more than two 
consecutive games without a point. 

The Hurricanes will look to close out their road trip on a high 
note when they visit the New York Islanders on Saturday 
night and the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday. After Tuesday, 
they will play four straight games and seven of their next 
eight at PNC Arena to close out 2022.

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269718721.html 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/andersen-returns-to-practice-as-canes-get-back-to-work-at-home/c-338538128 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-december-8/c-338540116 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/35212703/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-one-word-describing-team 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/8/23499883/quick-whistles-brent-burns-jordan-martinook-hat-trick-carolina-hurricanes-road-trip-martin-

necas-nhl 
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Back on track: When could injured Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen 
return to action? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER DECEMBER 08, 2022 3:37 PM 

 

MORRISVILLE-Frederik Andersen was at practice and Sebastian Aho 
was not Thursday for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Max Pacioretty and Ondrej Kase were dressed and on the ice, skating 
and shooting the puck at Invisalign Arena, but only until practice began. 
Then they were gone. 

The Canes currently are on a six-game road trip, yet were practicing at 
home. So it goes in the NHL, where scheduling can be a bit wacky at 
times. 

After starting the trip with games against Pittsburgh and St. Louis, the 
Canes headed to the West Coast to face the Los Angeles Kings and then 
the Anaheim Ducks. Flying back, their schedule had them practicing 
Thursday and Friday in Raleigh before jetting off again for road games 
against the New York Islanders and Detroit Red Wings. 

“You like to get the guys home, see their families, kind of get their life 
back for a day or so,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

Brind’Amour said Aho has a lower-body issue that kept him off the ice. If 
Aho is unable to practice Friday, Brind’Amour said, he will not play 
Saturday against the Islanders. 

Andersen has been dealing with his own lower-body injury, one that has 
kept the goalie sidelined since Nov. 8, when he abruptly left practice at 
Invisalign. He said Thursday that a knee issue caused the sudden 
departure that day, and has led to his absence. 

“It was something I had dealt with for a while,” Andersen said Thursday. 
“It was something that I’d been through before, that I knew that if I kept 
working it and kept putting stress on it, it wouldn’t have been good. 

“It was a good time to kind of figure it out, because we still obviously 
have quite a bit of the season left. Had it been at the very end of the 
season, this might have been a different injury to play through.” 

Andersen, 33, suffered an MCL tear in an April 16 road game against the 
Colorado Avalanche. He missed the Canes’ last six games in the 2021-
22 regular season and the 14 Stanley Cup playoff games as Antti Raanta 
and Pyotr Kochetkov were used in net. 

“This is not the same as last year but there’s some wear and tear 
obviously from playing goalie for close to 25 years now,” Andersen said 
of the injury. “You have to be careful. I’ll do what I can to get back quicker 
and obviously when I do get back, I don’t want to aggravate it right away 
again. So come back in a good way.” 

Andersen played eight games before being sidelined, posting a 5-3-0 
record with a 2.72 goals-against average and .891 save percentage. 

Signed as a free agent to a two-year, $9 million contract in July 2021, 
Andersen was among the NHL’s best during the 2021-22 season. He 
won 24 of his first 30 games and joined Aho at the 2022 NHL All-Star 
Game, helping the Metropolitan Division win. 

Andersen had a 35-14-3 record, 2.17 GAA and .922 save percentage in 
52 games before the injury at Colorado. 

Andersen won his first two starts this season, against Columbus and 
Seattle, allowing one goal in each game. But he gave up five goals in 
losses to Edmonton and the Islanders. 

His last start was Nov. 6 against Toronto, when he allowed three goals 
on 21 shots in a 3-1 loss to the Maple Leafs at PNC Arena. Two days 
later, he left practice at Invisalign. 

Kochetkov was recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL on an 
emergency basis and has been used in 10 games, going 5-1-4 with a 
2.44 GAA and .914 save percentage. Raanta, Kochetkov and Andersen 
split the work Thursday at practice. 

Andersen said he is not sure when he will get back into a game — 
Brind’Amour said he was “not close to playing but taking the right steps.” 

Another positive sign for the Canes was having Pacioretty and Kase 
working with former team captain Justin Williams before practice. 
Pacioretty continues to recover from an Achilles tendon tear in preseason 
and Kase is coming off a concussion — one of several in the forward’s 
career — suffered in the season opener. 

The Canes (14-6-6) took seven of eight possible points in the first four 
games of the road trip, losing to the Ducks in overtime. After completing 
the six-game trip, the Hurricanes will play seven of eight at home. 
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Ilya Sorokin has gotten the Islanders this far, but here's what they need 
to change to actually make a playoff run 

 

Ethan Sears 

7-8 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

The Islanders’ advanced numbers paint them as a team that, if not for its 
goaltending and luck, would be in the bottom third of the league. 

Now, the Islanders’ five-on-five play is not quite so bad as to suggest 
anything so drastic. Public analytics models are flawed, and the Islanders 
are a better team than they were last season, despite a slightly worse 
five-on-five expected goals rate. Their defensemen are emboldened to 
get involved in the play. Mathew Barzal looks like himself. They are 
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playing much better, more confident offensive hockey and showing an 
ability to take the game to their opponents that did not exist a season 
ago. 

But it’s unambiguously true that Ilya Sorokin is covering up a lot of issues 
within this team. You only need to look to Tuesday’s loss to St. Louis, on 
a night where Sorokin was not quite himself, to see that. 

The Islanders on Tuesday outshot St. Louis, 40-28, with a 35-24 margin 
at five-on-five. They had the better of high-danger chances, 21-15, and 
expected goals, 3.74-2.71, at five-on-five, per Natural Stat Trick. And 
they lost, 7-4, with the last two Blues goals being empty-netters. 

Mathew Barzal #13 of the New York Islanders plays the puck against 
Jake McCabe #6 of the Chicago Blackhawks at UBS Arena on December 
04, 2022 in Elmont, New York. 

With 28 points in his first 27 games, Mathew Barzal has helped the 
Islanders’ offense rebound from a disappointing 2021-22. 

Why? 

Because for the first time in nearly a month, Sorokin could not bail them 
out. That in part comes down to his giving up an easy goal to Colton 
Parayko that he’d surely like to have back. But the first three goals 
Sorokin allowed were grade-A chances — two two-on-one rushes and a 
Ryan O’Reilly rebound after he stopped the initial shot from point-blank 
range. On a regular night, maybe Sorokin stops a couple of those. But 
most goalies don’t, and the Isles are in a position where anything less 
than a fantastic performance in nets can cost them two points. 

There’s no shame in relying on goaltending to win games, and Zach 
Parise was correct Tuesday night when he said Sorokin and Semyon 
Varlamov “have been probably the best tandem in the league the entire 
year.” The Isles are built to win that way. If they are still playing games 
deep into May, it will be because of their goaltending. 

Still, it tells you something that even with the current Vezina Trophy 
favorite and perhaps the league’s best 1B goaltender in Varlamov, the 
Isles are entering a pair of pivotal weekend games as only the first wild-
card team in the East, playing .537 hockey. 

Noah Dobson #8 and Semyon Varlamov #40 of the New York Islanders 
defend against the Chicago Blackhawks at the UBS Arena on December 
04, 2022 in Elmont, New York.  

As currently constructed, the Isles are good enough to make the playoffs. 
But they don’t look good enough to do much once they get there. 

How to fix it? 

Offensively, there is not enough firepower up front, as evidenced by the 
massive proportion of goals scored by Islanders defensemen. That is 
solvable via trade, and the eventual return of Kyle Palmieri to the lineup 
won’t hurt either. 

Defensively, though, it’s hard not to be concerned. The Islanders give up 
a lot of chances from the slot area, and have not quite figured out how to 
play aggressively while preventing enough odd-man rushes to make 
Sorokin’s life easier. It won’t help that Adam Pelech, their best and most 
reliable defensive player on the blueline, suffered what appeared to be a 
head injury against St. Louis. 

Puzzling out a solution here is difficult, but it should start with ending the 
experiment of switching up the bottom two pairs. Scott Mayfield and 
Alexander Romanov had an abysmal game Tuesday and were on the ice 
together for the first three Blues goals — it was frankly surprising to see 
them still together in the third period. According to Natural Stat Trick, 
their 42.41 expected goals rate is the worst of any pairing with more than 
100 minutes for the Islanders. Sebastian Aho and Noah Dobson’s 44.27 
xGF% is not much better. 

St. Louis Blues left wing Josh Leivo shoots and scores a goal against 
New York Islanders defenseman Alexander Romanov during the first 
period of an NHL hockey game Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, in Elmont, N.Y.  

Alexander Romanov has floundered of late as the Islanders have been 
seeking their optimal defensive pairings. 

Breaking up Pelech and Ryan Pulock (if Pelech does not miss extended 
time, at least) should be out of the question. That leaves Lane Lambert to 
revert to the pairs that played together for much of the early going and 
hope Dobson and Romanov can find some chemistry. For what it’s worth, 
it was always hard to see anything else as the outcome — the Islanders 
have staked too much on both players to have either on the bottom pair. 

If Pelech is out for a period of time, then this gets complicated. 

Would the Isles bring up Robin Salo to compensate and deal with either 
him or Aho in the left-handed spot on the second pair? Would they try to 
play a right-hander on the left side? Would Grant Hutton, a righty, get the 
first look on the bottom pair with Aho, so the Isles could stack their top 
four with Romanov, Dobson, Pulock and Mayfield — a foursome that 
would require someone to play on his wrong side? And if you really want 
to go nuts, what about Samuel Bolduc, the 2019 second-round pick and 
lefty who currently has 19 points in 21 games at AHL Bridgeport? 

All of these answers are varying degrees of imperfect, though the first 
might be the path of least resistance. Pelech is one of the players the 
Isles could least afford to lose, particularly with the Devils, Hurricanes 
and Bruins next on the schedule. 

The silver lining 

It’s important to keep in mind the Islanders are not a finished product, or 
at least they shouldn’t be. They will have significant salary-cap space at 
the trade deadline, and the roster should look different from March 
onward. It is OK to have flaws now, even big ones. 

New York Islanders coach Lane Lambert watches the team play against 
the St. Louis Blues during the first period of an NHL hockey game 
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2022, in Elmont, N.Y.  

With both the Islanders’ offense and defense faltering of late, Lane 
Lambert may need to incorporate some roster reinforcements by the 
trade deadline. 

The Isles are not the most asset-rich team in the league, but they do 
have their first- and second-round picks in each of the next three drafts 
and some compelling prospects in William Dufour and Aatu Räty. 
Another quiet trade deadline would be stunning. 

What the Islanders can’t afford to do is fall out of the race before they 
have a chance to make a deal. So far, so good — even with a 
disappointing handful of games lately. The parallels between the 
Islanders and last season’s Rangers are striking, though the Isles’ power 
play is nowhere near the level of that group’s. 

That team survived on goaltending and special teams until general 
manager Chris Drury went out and remade the roster in March. One 
conference finals berth later, the Rangers are experiencing firsthand 
what can happen when otherworldly goaltending reverts to merely 
average. There are abundant lessons there for the Islanders, if they 
choose to take them. 
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Islanders' Adam Pelech misses practice, likely out Friday with injury 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated December 8, 2022 4:49 pm3-4 minutes 08/12/2022 
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The Islanders are not yet acknowledging the seemingly obvious that 
Adam Pelech is dealing with a head injury. But the top-pair defenseman 
did not participate in Thursday’s practice at Northwell Health Ice Center 
in East Meadow and, at the very least, is not expected to play against the 
Devils on Friday night at Prudential Center. 

“Upper body, day-to-day,” coach Lane Lambert said. 

Fellow lefthander Robin Salo skated instead with Ryan Pulock at practice 
and is Lambert’s lone option to replace Pelech for the Islanders (16-11-0) 
barring a callup from their AHL affiliate in Bridgeport or a trade. 

“I’m just trying to be ready,” said Salo, who had two goals in the 
Islanders’ first four games but has been an NHL healthy scratch since 
while shuttling to Bridgeport for four games. “I’ve tried to be ready for a 
long time. We’ll wait and see what happens, but I’ll be ready if I get my 
chance.” 

Pelech slammed his head on the backboards at 4:05 of the third period in 
Tuesday’s 7-4 loss to the visiting Blues after being checked by 
defenseman Robert Bortuzzo, who received a boarding minor. Pelech 
immediately grabbed his head then looked dazed and wobbly as he 
slowly regained his footing and exited for the Islanders’ dressing room. 

Bortuzzo did not face supplemental discipline from the NHL and Lambert 
did not take issue with his hit. 

“I think it happened pretty fast,” Lambert said. “[Pelech] was a little bit off 
balance. From that standpoint, that’s really all that happened.” 

The Metropolitan Division-leading Devils (21-4-1) dominated the 
Islanders with their speed in a 4-1 win at UBS Arena on Oct. 20 as they 
held a 41-17 shot advantage. The Islanders may find it even harder to 
slow the Devils without arguably their top defensive defenseman. 

The Islanders have dealt with a long-term injury to Pelech previously. 

Pelech ruptured his Achilles tendon on Jan. 2, 2020 while preparing for a 
game against the Devils and the injury was expected to be season-
ending. However, the COVID-19 pandemic intervened and Pelech was 
able to return when play resumed in August with playoff bubbles in 
Toronto and Edmonton. 

The Islanders were 10-13-7 in Pelech’s absence, eventually acquiring 
defenseman Andy Greene from the Devils, but reached the NHL 
semifinals when he returned to the lineup. 

“We just take whatever happens the same way as we always do with 
injuries,” defenseman Noah Dobson said. “It’s just next man up. We’re 
confident in the group we have. Everyone is comfortable playing with one 
another. He’s an important piece back so it’s just going to take a little 
more from everyone.” 

Notes & quotes: RW Cal Clutterbuck (upper body), who has missed three 
games, retook his usual spot on Casey Cizikas’ line with Matt Martin 
during practice. Lambert said a decision on whether Clutterbuck plays 
against the Devils will be made Friday … Goalie Ilya Sorokin is expected 
to start … RW Kyle Palmieri (injured reserve/upper body) continues to 
skate on his own and will almost certainly miss his eighth game. 
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Islanders Turn To Salo With Pelech Out: ‘He’s Got To Be Ready’  

 

Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

It has been over seven weeks since defenseman Robin Salo skated in a 
game for the New York Islanders. 

After starting the season as a starter alongside Scott Mayfield, Robin 
Salo lost his job to Sebastian Aho after four games and has, more often 
than not, served as the seventh defenseman for the last 23. 

But with Tuesday’s injury to Adam Pelech, an upper-body injury that 
forced him to miss practice with no timetable on his return (listed as day-
to-day), Salo is the only clear choice for New York Islanders head coach 
Lane Lambert. 

At Thursday’s practice, Salo skated alongside Pelech’s partner, Ryan 
Pulock, as Lambert did not shuffle his defensive group despite the 
monumental loss. 

Lambert addressed why he placed Salo with Pulock following practice, 
making it clear that this pairing was not a guarantee Friday night against 
the New Jersey Devils. 

“He’s a good complement to him because they both think well,” Lambert 
said. “Certainly, you know, him moving pucks for Ryan will help as well. 
So, we’ll see what happens if that happens.” 

As for what he wants to see from Robin Salo if he comes into the lineup: 
“What we want out of him is a good first pass, good breakouts,[and]  to 
make sure that he maintains his gaps and plays strong defensively […] a 
solid game, solid 200-foot game and make sure that he’s responsible 
defensively.” 

In Salo’s four NHL games this season, there were strong showings but 
also showings that left more to be desired. However, Lambert said that 
Aho coming in and staying in was just due to Aho earning the 
opportunity. 

“It wasn’t anything that Robin was or wasn’t doing. It’s just more 
Sebastian. He stepped up.” 

For Salo, Pelech’s unfortunate injury gives him a monumental opportunity 
to prove himself. 

“I mean, it’s a great opportunity,” Salo told NYI Hockey Now. “I mean, I 
haven’t played up here in a while, so of course, it’s going to be exciting to 
get in again, and of course, you’re always waiting for the next chance.” 

“I’ll try to be as ready as I can if I get the chance.” 

While Salo has patiently waited for his next opportunity, he has played a 
few games with the Bridgeport Islanders in the AHL. Bridgeport head 
coach Brent Thompson and Lambert have said that he’s looked solid in 
Bridgeport and has used those games to shake off the rush and stay in 
game shape. 

“I think it’s a good thing I went down there and played a couple of games 
because it’s always good to play,” Salo said. “Wherever you play, you get 
the feel for the game, and you get the timing in, so I think it was great.” 

The duo of Salo and Pulock have never played as a pairing. Salo played 
21 games during the 2021-22 season, but that opportunity came due to 
Pulock missing significant time with a lower-body injury. 

The duo has been on the ice together for one minute this season, as 
Friday night, if together, will be a new experience for both. 

“We’ll just try to communicate, play hard, [and] simplify [things],” Ryan 
Pulock said. “Obviously, he hasn’t played in a little while. He got a couple 
of games in Bridgeport, but he hasn’t played up here in a couple of 
months, so just keep it simple early, especially, get back into it and just 
try to play a hard, simple game. Obviously, it’s going to be a good test for 
us.” 

Pulock continued: “We had a good practice today. We got some reps in 
today, three-on-twos and different game situations. And you know, I think 
communication, whether that be before the game, just kind of briefing 
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over some of the system stuff […] If we’re together tomorrow, we’ll just 
make the best of it.” 

For Salo, playing with Pulock is just like playing with the other 
defenseman on the roster. 

“It’s no different than playing with any other guys,” Salo told NYI Hockey 
Now. “Pulock is a really skilled guy. I mean, he’s really good at both 
ways. So I think it’s going to be great to play with him. I think he can do a 
really good job of helping me out there.” 

NYI Hockey Now also spoke with New York Islanders captain Anders 
Lee about what he has seen from Robin Salo this season. 

“Robin’s putting in a ton of work,” Lee said. “It’s not easy, being out of the 
lineup, and then having to go down to Bridgeport to get some ice [time], 
so I think for him, he’s done a phenomenal job of keeping his head and 
kept working and doing what he can to be ready. It can happen fast, and 
as you can see with Pelech going down, he’s [Salo] got to be ready to go 
tomorrow night.” 

“So I know he is, and we’ve all seen his game. I mean, the way he sees 
the ice and can skate and move the puck, he’s a really heady player, so 
looking forward to seeing him.” 
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Islanders Practice: Pelech Update, Clutterbuck a Full Participant & More  

 

Stefen Rosner 

3-4 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

EAST MEADOW, NY–The New York Islanders were back on the ice 
Thursday as they gear up for a back-to-back against the New Jersey 
Devils and Carolina Hurricanes Friday and Saturday. 

The concern heading into practice was the status of New York Islanders 
top defenseman Adam Pelech, who left Tuesday’s game early in the third 
after going head-first into the boards and was not on the ice for practice. 

Head coach Lane Lambert shared that Pelech is day-to-day with an 
upper-body injury but would not divulge the severity. 

Based on the hit, the injury is believed to be a concussion. As for 
Pelech’s right leg, which bent back on the hit, Lambert said he is fine on 
that front. 

Robin Salo, who played four games this season before losing his job to 
Sebastian Aho, filled in alongside Ryan Pulock. If Pelech is to miss 
significant time, Salo is the only suitable option. 

In his few stints in an NHL lineup that, the 24-year-old has not shown he 
can be an everyday player yet. Salo is still getting accustomed to the 
North American game. Still, he has to start taking more of an advantage 
of his opportunities if he wants to instill confidence in the organization 
that he can be a part of their plans in the future. 

Cal Clutterbuck (upper-body, day-to-day) was on the ice prior to the 
Islander skate, like he was on Tuesday. This time, he was a full 
participant, taking part in line rushes with Casey Cizikas and Matt Martin. 

Lambert shared that Kyle Palmieri (upper-body, IR) has continued to 
skate on his own. He has missed the last seven games. 

Ilya Sorokin was the first netminder off the ice so take that as you may. 
Sorokin was not particularly sharp in the 7-4 loss to the Nashville 

Predators back on Tuesday, as we shall see if Lambert throws him right 
back into the fire. 

Semyon Varlamov did not start on Tuesday, despite his best 
performance of the season in a 3-0 shutout win over the Chicago 
Blackhawks. 

The Islanders will be heading to New Jersey shortly and there is no 
information yet on whether they will be skating tomorrow morning before 
their game against the Devils. Puck drop is slated for 7 PM at the 
Prudential Center. 
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Islanders Rock Their Reverse Retro Fisherman Helmets, Gloves, Pants, 
& Socks at Practice  

 

Stefen Rosner 

3-3 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

EAST MEADOW, NY–The New York Islanders will debut their Adidas 
Reverse Retro Fisherman-themed jersey this Saturday night when they 
host the Carolina Hurricanes. 

We all knew what the jersey would look like as the New York Islanders 
officially released their updated fisherman swagger back on Oct. 20. 

Islanders Officially Release Fisherman Reverse Retro 

What we hadn’t seen yet was the rest of the outfit and at Thursday’s 
practice, the players broke in the Reverse Retro pants and socks, as well 
as the helmets and gloves. All four are navy colored, with the socks 
having two neon orange stripes, with white dividing them. 

“It’s a cool jersey,” New York Islanders captain Anders Lee told NYI 
Hockey Now. “It speaks to our past. It’s part of our organization’s history, 
and it will be fun to bring it into a new light here in a new kind of way and 
have some fun with it.” 

“I think they look nice,” Josh Bailey told NYI Hockey Now. “Yeah, excited 
to try them on. I think fans seem to like him. We’ve seen a lot of them in 
the stands. And yeah, I’m excited.” 
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Rosner Wrap: Pelech's Likely Absence, Thompson's Torching of 
Columbus & More  

 

Stefen Rosner 

6-7 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

The New York Islanders are back on the ice Thursday for practice after 
having the day off on Wednesday as they prepare for a back-to-back 
against the New Jersey Devils and Carolina Hurricanes. 

We should get an update on the status of defenseman Adam Pelech, 
who left the Islanders’ 7-4 loss to the St. Louis Blues early in the third 
period after going head-first into the boards. The latest on Cal 
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Clutterbuck (undisclosed) is that he is skating with the team, while Kyle 
Palmieri (upper-body, IR) is skating on his own. 

On Wednesday night, I joined Sean Cuthbert on Hockey Night in New 
York to discuss the latest news surrounding the Islanders. Have a listen: 

Here are the New York Islanders and NHL stories to know for today: 

NYI Hockey Now 

On Tuesday night, the New York Islanders not only lost to the St. Louis 
Blues 7-5 but lost their top-pairing defenseman, Adam Pelech, just over 
four minutes into the third period. His status is unknown at this time, but 
he is likely to miss time.  New York Islanders. 

With Kieffer Bellows now on the Philadelphia Flyers and Nikita Soshnikov 
buried in Bridgeport, Ross Johnston slowly but surely became the New 
York Islanders lone extra forward for a few weeks. But even with the 
injuries piling up, Johnston’s playing time hasn’t increased. We take a 
look at the effects of his contract. New York Islanders. 

A handful of New York Islanders wingers have gone cold, some never 
heating up at all so far this season. Can New York survive these 
struggles and stay in the playoff race, as they currently hold the top wild-
card spot in the Eastern Conference? New York Islanders.  

Metro Division 

Washington Hockey Now: The Washington Capitals and Philadelphia 
Flyers got into a scrum along the boards with eight seconds left in 
regulation, and it all came out of an exchange between Alex Ovechkin 
and Travis Konecny after Ovechkin’s second empty-netter of the night. 
Washington Capitals. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: Something was broken with the Penguins in late 
October and a few weeks in November. Yet, as the 2022-23 Pittsburgh 
Penguins’ fortress appeared to be crumbling in November, and no one 
seemed to have any real answers, Hextall kept his powder dry. His 
inaction was as correct as it was inexplicable. Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Philly Hockey Now: The Philadelphia Flyers finished 2-3 on their second-
longest homestand of the season, which ended Wednesday with a 
closer-than-it-looks 4-1 loss to the Washington Capitals. “We just 
struggle generating offense. It’s a problem here,” coach John Tortorella 
said. Here are five quick observations. Philadelphia Flyers. 

Atlantic Division 

NHL: In the Buffalo Sabres’ 9-4 win over the Columbus Blue Jackets, the 
son of Bridgeport Islanders head coach Brent Thompson, Tage 
Thompson, scored five goals, with his fifth the second-hardest shot in the 
NHL this season at 101.7 mph. NHL 

Florida Hockey Now: According to a report from Finnish news source IS, 
Florida Panthers captain Sasha Barkov has been away from the team 
due to a long bout with pneumonia. Barkov had been skating on his own 
the past few days and is expected to be back in the lineup Thursday 
night against the Detroit Red Wings. He has missed the past six games 
and seven overall due to illness. Florida Panthers. 

Detroit Hockey Now: On paper, the value of the fourth line of the Detroit 
Red Wings is apparent. The trio of Joe Veleno, Jonatan Berggren, and 
Austin Czarnik has scored a goal in each of Detroit’s two victories to 
launch the club’s current four-game road trip. Detroit Red Wings. 

Montreal Hockey Now: With the World Junior Championship on the 
horizon, not to mention the upcoming holiday roster freeze, the 
Canadiens are quickly approaching a soft deadline when it comes to first-
overall pick Juraj Slafkovsky. Montreal Canadiens. 

Boston Hockey Now: Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins’ 
4-0 win over the undermanned Colorado Avalanche at Ball Arena on 
Wednesday night at the start of their three-game road swing out west. 
Boston Bruins. 

Central Division 

Vegas Hockey Now: Vegas Golden Knights defenseman Alex 
Pietrangelo, who has been away from the team since their loss to the 
Vancouver Canucks on Nov. 26 due to a personal matter, will be away 
from the team indefinitely.  The Golden Knights released a statement on 
Wednesday clarifying the defenseman’s absence.  Vegas Golden 
Knights. 

Dallas Hockey Now: The Stars started this season with absolute 
domination on both ends of the rink. But over the last few weeks, they 
have come a bit more down to earth. Despite picking up points in 10 of 
the last 12 games, Stars Head Coach Pete DeBoer has seen some 
habits that he doesn’t like. Dallas Stars, 

Pacific Division 

San Jose Hockey Now: The San Jose Sharks are back at SAP Center, 
hosting the Vancouver Canucks. Nick Bonino got the Sharks on the 
board in the first minute, then Timo Meier, Logan Couture, Jonah 
Gadjovich, and Kevin Labanc scored, but the Sharks dropped a 6-5 OT 
thriller. San Jose Sharks. 

Los Angeles Hockey Now: Two goals in just over two minutes and four 
goals in the first period is about as good a start as you can hope for. And 
the Los Angeles Kings held onto that early lead to beat the Ottawa 
Senators 5-2. Los Angeles Kings. 
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Ross Johnston's Role Reduction; Understanding the Effects of His 
Contract  

 

Stefen Rosner 

5-6 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

With Kieffer Bellows now on the Philadelphia Flyers and Nikita Soshnikov 
buried in Bridgeport, Ross Johnston slowly but surely became the New 
York Islanders lone extra forward for a few weeks. But even with the 
injuries piling up, Johnston’s playing time hasn’t increased. 

Over the last three games, with Cal Clutterbuck out, New York Islanders 
head coach Lane Lambert elected to go first with Cole Bardreau before 
using Hudson Fasching in the previous two contests. 

Ross Johnston has played just twice over the Islanders’ last 10 games. In 
five games this season, the 28-year-old has an assist in an average of 
8:44 minutes of ice time per game. 

At the start of the 2021-22 season, Johnston and the Islanders agreed on 
a four-year extension worth $4.4 million, which kicked in this season. 

Although the price tag seemed a bit high at the time, given the role 
Johnston had played up to that point, veteran forward Matt Martin had 
just come off off-season ankle surgery, and there were questions about 
his ability to play regularly in 2021-22. It seemed the Islanders signed 
Johnston to the multi-year deal as a safety net and someone who could 
eventually take Martin’s role on the fourth line. 

But this season, with Martin healthy, Johnston’s playing time has been 
limited, and what’s more concerning for the Islanders, financially 
speaking, is that he’s carrying an annual cap hit of $1.2 million. 

In 2021-22, before the extension kicked in, Johnston carried a cap hit of 
$1 million, a $250,000 difference between him and a player making the 
NHL league minimum ($750K). 
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It may not seem like a lot, but due to defensemen Noah Dobson, Zdeno 
Chara, and Andy Greene, along with forward Zach Parise hitting their 
performance bonus last season, the Islanders went over the cap by 
$245K. If the Islanders had used a player at league minimum, they would 
not have run into that problem. 

With his extension kicking in, Johnston is making $650,000 more than 
league-minimum players like Fasching and Holmstrom, who, as stated, 
have passed Johnston on the depth chart. 

Because salaries accrue during the season, and the NHL Trade Deadline 
is roughly 80 percent into an NHL season, that means that accrued cap 
space is a tad over four times as much as the annual cap hit. 

PuckPedia’s Definition: At the deadline, there are usually about 41 days 
left out of a 186-day season. That means that at the deadline, a player’s 
cap hit will only count 41/186 of their annual cap hit on the new team. 
Therefore, a team’s projected cap space for the year can fit 186/41 (4.53) 
Annual Cap Hit at the deadline. For example, if a team has $1M 
projected cap space for the year and that accrues at the deadline, they 
can add $1M * (186/41) = $4.54M in Annual Cap Hit. 

In laments terms, to make this a bit easier to understand, let’s say a 
dollar is a dollar at the start of the season. At the trade deadline, that 
dollar is worth $4, and 5 dollars come season’s end. 

So a $750K contract will accrue to $3 million at the trade deadline, while 
a contract like Johnston’s would accrue to $4.4 million. That means 
Johnston is costing the Islanders $1.4 million in available cap space. 

The New York Islanders were a team cap-strapped this summer which 
disallowed them from being active players in high-level free agents. 
Unlike over the summer, general manager Lou Lamoriello will have 
$10.895 million in available space at the deadline. 

The Islanders have the space to bring in a bonafide scorer, an 
undeniable need right now. They may even be able to upgrade their 
defense as well, depending on how much the scorer costs. 

Johnston’s contract doesn’t limit what the Islanders can do, but his 
contract does not match his current role, and in today’s NHL, cap space 
is a critical asset. 

If Johnston truly is at the bottom of the pecking order on the island, the 
Islanders could try to trade him for a pick. 

On Nov. 25, the New York Rangers traded enforcer Ryan Reaves to the 
Minnesota Wild for a fifth-round pick in 2025. Johnston may not hold as 
much value as Reaves, and there may not be any suitors for his talent, 
especially at his current cap hit. 

The Islanders could place Johnston on waivers, and because he makes 
less than $1.125 million, his contract would no longer count against the 
Islanders’ cap. 

It’s evident, based on the fact that he is still here and the fact that he was 
extended, that Lamoriello sees value in Johnston’s role. 

He’s beloved in the room and plays a role that still holds value. But with 
younger, cheaper players coming up and making an impact, is it time for 
the Islanders to move on? 
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Detroit Red Wings uncharacteristically sloppy in 5-1 loss to Panthers in 
Florida 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Alex Nedeljkovic's attempt to regain his footing 
stumbled, and so did the Detroit Red Wings. 

The execution and energy that sparked the previous performance wasn't 
there when the puck dropped Thursday at FLA Live Arena, and that 
tarnished what had been a good trip. A two-game winning streak came to 
an end as the Florida Panthers ran over the Wings, 5-1. 

It was Nedeljkovic's first start since he allowed four goals in regulation in 
a shootout loss on Nov. 30; he also gave up for in his previous start 
before that, on Nov. 12. He was good the first 15 minutes against the 
Panthers, but once one went in, another soon followed. His teammates 
didn't look sharp, either, leading to a 35-15 disparity in shot after two 
periods. 

The Wings (13–8–5) finish the trip Saturday at the Dallas Stars. 

Different looks 

Nedeljkovic was just one of the changes from the lineup that had won the 
previous two games. Defenseman Olli Määttä, who plays on the second 
pairing opposite Filip Hronek, missed the game because of illness and 
Jake Walman was scratched. That led to Gustav Lindstrom and Robert 
Hagg back in on the third pairing. They weren't the problem (although 
Hagg took an early penalty), but it wasn't a good first period for the 
Wings. Nedeljkovic faced 15 shots, and gave up a goal to fourth-line 
center Chris Tierney when he was sprung for a breakaway by former 
Wings defenseman Marc Staal, who took advantage of a bad bounce in 
the neutral zone that cost the Wings possession. 

Falling behind 

The Wings registered just five shots on net in the first period. They didn't 
help themselves when they let Aleksander Barkov have time and space 
to maneuver through the slot area and fire a shot that Eetu Loustarinen 
got a piece of. Less than a minute later, third-pair defenseman Josh 
Mahura scored on Sam Bennett's rebound. 

Not to be left behind, the Panthers' other third-pair defenseman, Matt 
Kiersted followed up at 14:52. He and Tierney both got their first goals of 
the season Thursday. Matthew Tkachuk piled on at 15:37, toe-dragging 
the puck past Michael Rasmussen and firing a shot that went bar down. 
Barkov was involved in another offensive opportunity when he was part 
of rush during a Wings power play. 

Berggren a bright spot 

Rookie Jonatan Berggren has been such a positive since he was called 
up Nov. 10, and put on another performance in his 13th game. He drew a 
tripping penalty on Panthers defenseman Gustav Forsling at 6:09 of the 
second period, and scored at 8:09, just as the power expired. Lucas 
Raymond fired the puck on net from the left circle, and Andrew Copp 
tried to redirect it. It was Berggren who got to the loose puck, knocking it 
into an open net from just outside the crease. That was Berggren's fourth 
goal and ninth point of the season. 
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One key to Detroit Red Wings' success this season? A stable, talented 
defense corps 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Back when they were a playoff team, the Detroit Red 
Wings had a defense corps that contributed at both ends of the ice. 
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The impact of the current corps — beyond simply having a stable top four 
— is among the reasons the Wings have enjoyed an overall good start to 
their season. 

Filip Hronek's resurgence has been one of the best stories of the first two 
months; entering Thursday's game against the Florida Panthers, the 25-
year-old ranked was in the top 10 among NHL defensemen with 24 
points in 25 games. Moritz Seider ranked second among team 
defensemen with 11 points, and Olli Määttä third with 10 points. 

"Our D has been great," forward Michael Rasmussen said. "Offensively, 
for sure, but just defensively, those guys work their butts off and play real 
hard and make plays when it’s time but also keep is simple and 
predictable." 

Määttä and Ben Chiarot were among the additions made last summer by 
general manager Steve Yzerman, and they've surpassed the expectation 
that they would improve the top four. Määttä has been a terrific partner 
for Hronek (who has a plus rating for the first time in his five-year NHL 
career) and Chiarot for Seider. Those two pairings played every game 
until Määttä missed the Panthers game because of illness, and the 
Wings haven't had that kind of stability and skill in their top four in a 
decade. 

Gustav Lindstrom and Robert Hagg were on the third pairing when the 
season began, but Jake Walman entered the lineup Nov. 15 after being 
cleared from offseason surgery, and of late he has been paired with 
Jordan Oesterle. Walman is an excellent skater with a terrific shot, and 
both he and Oesterle have a goal to their name. 

Having a stable back end, with quality options, has ameliorated dealing 
with multiple changes up front, where the current absent list includes top-
six forwards Tyler Bertuzzi, Jakub Vrana, and Robby Fabbri. 

Coach Derek Lalonde described the blue line corps as "NHL defensemen 
managing their game." 

"I know lots has been made of our injuries up front — we have Bertuzzi 
out, we have Fabbri out, we have (Elmer) Söderblom out. Three of our 
top six, top nine. But we’ve been healthy on the back end, and that’s 
been able to sustain those injuries up front. When they are managing 
their game, that’s a big part of it." 

Even with Seider's arrival last season, Hronek struggled, posting 38 
points and a minus-29 rating in 78 games. A second-round pick from 
2016, he became a workhorse early in his career, as veterans Niklas 
Kronwall, Mike Green, Trevor Daley — three players names from the 
2017-18 corps — slowed down because of injuries and/or age. Now 
Hronek looks like a bargain at a $4.4 million salary cap hit through next 
season. The one-year, $2.25 million Yzerman gave Määttä, 28, likewise 
looks like a great deal. Chiarot, 31, got four years at a $4.75 million cap 
hit, but veteran defensemen who hit free agency come with premiums. 
He's physical and a part of both special teams, and plays well with 
Seider. 

More:Detroit Red Wings enjoy seeing Ben Chiarot 'running around and 
killing people' 

Of all the areas that needed to be addressed when Yzerman was named 
in GM in April 2019, none were more dismal than the defense corps. 
When the pandemic cut short the 2019-20 season, the Wings had cycled 
through 14 defensemen; beyond Hronek, those who played at least 40 
games included Green, Daley, Alex Biega and Madison Bowey. Even last 
season the corps lacked stability, and it wasn't injury related — to take 
one example, Danny DeKeyser was at times paired with Seider, and at 
other times was a healthy scratch. 

Drafting Seider in 2019 was the most important step, and making key 
additions this past summer has been key to the Wings' revival. 
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Detroit Red Wings 'just expect to win a whole lot more.' Here's why 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — One victory against a highly skilled opponent and a 
few victories on the road, does not a season make. But it does make a 
team trying to gauge its own growth feel positive.  

The Detroit Red Wings will try to go for a third straight victory Thursday at 
the Florida Panthers, an Atlantic Division team below the Wings in the 
standings but considered among the NHL's elites. That challenge looks 
more winnable after Tuesday, when the Wings executed a 4-2 victory 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning, a team that has been to the Stanley 
Cup Final the last three years.  

"I think everyone just expects to win a whole lot more,” forward Michael 
Rasmussen said. “You’re seeing it in games like that. Maybe in the past 
few years we haven’t found a way to pull that one out, so overall, that 
and everyone is collectively getting the job done.” 

The past 10 days have given the Wings an indication of how they stack 
up against teams projected to be in the playoffs. Last week they lost, 4-2, 
to the Toronto Maple Leafs, and 4-1 to the Vegas Golden Knights. But 
Ville Husso had an off night against the Leafs, and the Knights scored in 
the opening minute and as hard as the Wings pushed, they chased all 
night. 

The difference Husso makes was on display in Tampa, when he made 
28 saves — that's often an entire game's worth — just in the third period. 
The Wings have used him in three of the last four games, but Alex 
Nedeljkovic will get a chance to distance himself from several shaky 
starts before the trip ends Saturday at the Dallas Stars. 

It wasn't just goaltending that earned the Wings the victory: Their penalty 
killing came through, they were able to roll four lines, and the defense 
corps was active with the puck. The power play — which clicked in the 
victory at Columbus — has been spotty against elite teams, but overall, 
the Wings have played good hockey in stretches, most of all in Tampa. 

"The guys know of late that we’ve played well, very well of late," Lalonde 
said. "We’ve strung together games despite losing. We had an 
opportunity against Toronto, played well, didn’t win. We had an 
opportunity against Vegas, played well, didn’t win.  

"It’s tough to get wins against anyone, but we have not, in a while, beat 
an upper-echelon type team." 

The Wings (13-7-5, third place in their division) aren't likely to make the 
playoffs — they don't yet have the superstar it takes to stick around past 
the regular season ends. But winning games against teams lower in the 
standings and competing against elite opponents reflects well on the 
changes general manager Steve Yzerman implemented last summer, 
when added players at every position and brought in Lalonde to 
implement better team defense. 

"Our structure, all that stuff, it helps us," Husso said. 

Dating to the San Jose Sharks game on Nov. 17, the Wings have won 
four straight games on the road (twice against the Blue Jackets) after 
only doing so twice the first seven outings. That's a sign of progress in a 
short amount of time. But beyond the record, it's encouraging for the 
organization that the Wings are playing the right way against teams that 
are among the most skilled in the league. 
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Detroit Red Wings suffer 5-1 loss to the Florida Panthers: Game thread 
recap 

 

TYLER J. DAVIS   Detroit Free Press 

 

Wings happy, confident 

Game notes: Detroit is coming off a solid win vs. the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in which rookie Jonatan Berggren, along with three others, 
scored and Ville Husso made 44 of 46 saves. Florida lost Tuesday to the 
Winnipeg Jets after a brief-but-dominant two-game win streak in which 
they outscored Vancouver and Seattle, 10-2. 

The Wings get a few days off before playing the Dallas Stars on the road 
Saturday. The Panthers play Saturday at the Lightning. 
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Red Wings crash back down to earth with 5-1 loss against Panthers 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Sunrise, Fla. − The fun times on this Red Wings road trip came to a 
crashing halt in south Florida. 

This wasn't enjoyable for the Wings, at all. Like storms on a beach day. 

After two impressive victories, the Florida Panthers crashed the Wings 
back down to earth with a 5-1 victory. 

The Panthers scored late in the first period, and continued the deluge in 
the second period, as goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic and the Wings' 
defense could do nothing to slow Florida down. 

"We didn't give ourselves much of a chance," coach Derek Lalonde said. 
"Turnovers, lost battles, lost battles at the blue line. We had poor gaps, 
we retreated. Really disappointing and a really easy night for Florida. It'll 
be interesting to see how our guys respond from this." 

The Panthers (13-10-4) outshot the Wings (13-8-5) 41-20 as the Wings 
moved to 2-1-0 on this road trip, which ends Saturday in Dallas (2 
p.m./BSD/97.1). 

Jonatan Berggren (power play) had the lone Wings goal, while 
Nedeljkovic stopped 36 shots giving Ville Husso a rare night off. 

But for Nedeljkovic, who has struggled most of this season, it was 
another evening of frustration and inability to find a rhythm. 

"I felt good, a lot of shots (faced) early," Nedeljkovic said. "I don't know. I 
felt good. One (goal) goes in, followed by another, by another. It's been 
tough." 

Lalonde wanted to see the video before fully evaluating. But Lalonde, at 
first blush, wasn't impressed with the Wings' play in front of Nedeljkovic. 

"Play better in front of him," Lalonde said. "We didn't give him any 
chance at all. If we play our game, play the way we're capable of, we give 
ourselves a chance. We didn't." 

Chris Tierney, Eetu Luostarinen, Josh Mahura, Matt Kiersted, Matthew 
Tkachuk scored the Panthers' goals and goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky 
made 19 saves. 

Berggren, who continues to be a revelation since being recalled from 
Grand Rapids, scored his fourth goal (and ninth point) in 13 games, 
cutting the Panthers' lead to 3-1 in the second period. 

Bobrovsky stopped Andrew Copp's shot from the dot, but the puck 
trickled to the side where Berggren pounced on it and backhanded the 
puck past Bobrovsky at 8:08. 

The goal gave the Wings some energy, but they couldn't muster any 
more immediate offense, though David Perron did hit a post the next 
shift. But, then, Florida quickly struck with two goals. 

"We did (get a spark), and (Florida's goals) kind of killed us," captain 
Dylan Larkin said. "We didn't have an answer. We didn't have an answer 
all night. There was good hope there with Bergy scoring, but giving up 
two right after was tough." 

More:Oskar Sundqvist giving Red Wings a needed boost on offense 

Kiersted scored his first goal, at 14:52, that pushed Florida's lead to 4-1. 

Nick Cousins cut through the zone and snapped a shot that Nedeljkovic 
appeared to get his glove on, but the puck dropped and Kiersted was 
there to knock the puck past Nedeljkovic. 

Just 45 seconds later, Tkachuck made it 5-1 Panthers with one of the 
flashier goals of the season. 

Tkachuk came racing down wing, faked a shot and a backhand move, 
and whistled his 13th goal past a frozen Nedeljkovic at 15:37. 

The Panthers scored goals late in the first and early in the second 
periods, to begin taking control of the game. 

The Panthers outshot the Wings 15-5 in the first period, who did kill two 
Florida power plays in the period. The Wings appeared to be in good 
shape to escape any damage despite the tilted ice, but Tierney opened 
the scoring with his first goal in only his second game with the Panthers, 
late in the period. 

"It was one of those nights," Larkin said. "Not a bad start, we just really 
lacked any grit in their zone all night, we didn't sustain pressure, we didn't 
win battles." 

Nedeljkovic was making only his fifth appearance since November 6, but 
looked sharp against the Panthers barrage in the opening 20 minutes. 

But the Tierney goal got the Panthers rolling, and the Wings unhinged. 

Luostarinen pushed Florida's lead to 2-0 just 1:47 into the second period. 

Aleksander Barkov, the Panthers' star who returned to the ice after five 
games with an illness, snapped a shot cutting through the slot. 
Luostarinen got his stick on the puck, deflecting it past a frustrated 
Nedeljkovic. 

"That's part of the game and those are going to go in, it happens," 
Nedeljkovic said. "It's the ones that beat me clean that I have to clean 
up." 

The frustration only grew as Florida made it 3-0 only 58 seconds later on 
Mahura's third goal. 

Mahura went to the net hard and put back a rebound of Sam Bennett's 
shot past Nedeljkovic. 

The Wings were without defensemen Olli Maatta and Jake Walman, who 
were replaced by Robert Hagg and Gustav Lindstrom. Maatta was out 
with an illness (day to day), while Walman was a healthy scratch. 

 

Detroit News LOADED: 12.09.2022 

1261924 Detroit Red Wings 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 9, 2022 

 

Oskar Sundqvist giving Red Wings a needed boost on offense 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Sunrise, Fla. — Oskar Sundqvist continues to be a little shaken, and it's 
been a few days now, about his goal Saturday against Vegas. 

It was on the power play, and it was a designed, set play, and one 
Sundqvist should have had an easy tap-in for a goal, stationed as he 
usually is at the side of the net. 

Except Sundqvist batted at the puck and missed. And missed again. 

"I kind of freaked out for a moment," Sundqvist said. "I missed the first 
one, and the second one, too. I was like..." 

Well, judging from the look on Sundqvist's face, like "How did I miss 
that?" 

Ultimately, Sundqvist didn't, and he got the puck past goaltender Adin 
Hill, Sundqvist's third goal in two games at the time. 

Going into Thursday's game against Florida, Sundqvist has three goals 
and an assist in the last four games, which is a bit of a revelation, but not 
totally. 

Sundqvist, known more for his defense and physical, aggressive 
attributes around the net and aggravating opponents, scored 14 goals in 
2019, when the St. Louis Blues won the Stanley Cup (four goals, nine 
points in 25 playoff games), and scored 12 goals the following season. 

He's not the most silky-smooth player on the ice, but that doesn't matter. 
Sundqvist can, without a doubt, chip in offensively, and be a helpful 
offensive presence for the Wings. 

And he has shown to be, at times. 

"Absolutely, and we need him (to be)," coach Derek Lalonde said. "He 
plays right (the correct way) a lot. When we were struggling with our five-
on-five offense, we asked the guys to get to the net and get to the hard 
areas, which is natural for him. That's where a lot of goals for him 
happen. 

"What's good about Sunny is, the offense he creates is done the right 
way. That just helps our team with our five-on-five game." 

Sundqvist has also made a subtle adjustment to his game in recent days, 
or weeks. He has a bit, for him at least, more of a shoot-first mentality. 

"Trying to shoot the puck," Sundqvist said, in an almost sheepish tone. 
"Kind of not pass up too many opportunities. Just a little different mindset 
from my own perspective, and just trying to keep that mindset." 

Sundqvist mentioned he looked to shoot the puck when he had his 
career-high, 14-goal season. 

"That was more of a shoot-first mindset, for sure," Sundqvist said. "I was 
trying to get more puck on the net. I felt like I was a little more hesitant 
(early this season), more of a pass-first mindset than shoot-first." 

Maybe it was because Sundqvist was returning from an undisclosed 
injury that kept him off the ice for most of the exhibition season, or the 
different injury that has kept him out of seven games during the regular 
season that Sundqvist tended to be less aggressive with his shooting. 

But Sundqvist feels he can score more goals, and he's done it. Former 
Blues teammate David Perron, now reunited with Sundqvist with the 
Wings, has been a Sundqvist cheerleader since Perron signed with the 
Wings last summer. 

"You don’t know (that) day if he's going to play or not, the way he's 
walking off the ice, but then he's out (on the ice) just skating the hardest 
out there," said Perron, who added that one of Sundqvist's biggest assets 

is his personality in the locker room. "(He) gets everyone nice and loose, 
and then the moment he steps on the ice, he goes to work." 

Lalonde also credits Sundqvist with being an important presence in the 
locker room, and on the ice, because of his infectious personality. 

"Even not having him in camp — he was out early on — not in on our 
everyday process, we have a quiet group, just natural reserved-type 
personalities, and the second he came in our room, it was a huge spark," 
Lalonde said. "Having that big personality is very valuable." 

Sundqvist, for his part, is quick to deflect credit back to Perron, partly, for 
that 14-goal season in St. Louis. 

Sundqvist admits, somewhat grudgingly, that Perron played a significant 
role in that success. 

"He helped me a couple of times," Sundqvist said. "He's always shooting 
the puck, always, and everything he shot off me went in (to the net). Hey, 
they all count." 

Ice chips 

Interesting statistic concerning defenseman Filip Hronek, who continues 
to build upon an eye-opening start to this season. With two assists 
Tuesday, Hronek became the second defenseman in NHL history (Paul 
Coffey, 1986-87 in Edmonton, is the other) and the first player in Wings 
franchise history to have a point streak of at least 11 road games from 
the start of a season. 

From a Wings perspective, Hronek passed Sergei Fedorov, who had a 
10-game season-opening road streak in 1993-94 (nine goals, 19 points). 

"He's simplifying things and doing what we asked of him," Lalonde said of 
Hronek's success. "Eliminating the risk, and that's what he's done." 

... Elmer Soderblom (lower-body injury) continues to skate and progress, 
and could be ready to play this weekend. Lalonde indicated Soderblom, 
who has missed approximately a month (November 8, last game), some 
conditioning time in Grand Rapids. 
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Tierney gets 1st goal for Panthers in 5-1 win over Red Wings 

 

Staff Report 

Published Dec. 09, 2022, 12:00 a.m. 

The Associated Press 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Veteran Chris Tierney scored his first goal of the 
season in his second game with Florida, and the Panthers scored four 
times in the second period to beat the Detroit Red Wings 5-1 on 
Thursday night. 

Rookie Matt Kiersted also scored his first goal for the Panthers, who 
have won seven straight against the Red Wings and 17 of the last 19 
meetings. Tierney and Kiersted were recalled this week from Charlotte of 
the AHL and provided a boost for a team that’s been dealing with injuries 
and illness. 

Eetu Luostarinen, Josh Mahura and Matthew Tkachuk had Florida’s 
other goals, and Sergei Bobrovsky made 19 saves. 

Jonatan Berggren scored for the Red Wings, and Alex Nedeljkovic 
stopped 36 shots. 
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The Panthers played at home for the first time in December after a five-
game trip out West. 

“It was so nice to be able to come back home and play that way in front 
of our fans,” Tkachuk said. “It was such a complete effort as guys really 
stepped up. I’m not going to lie, it is not easy going from the road to 
coming back for this one. It was very important for us to take care of this 
home ice.” 

Tierney scored with 1:55 left in the first period, Luostarinen made it 2-0 
1:47 into the second, and Mahura scored 58 seconds later. 

Berggren’s goal came at 8:08 of the second to get Detroit within 3-1. 
Kiersted and Tkachuk scored within a 45-second span for the Panthers 
later in the period. 

“We didn’t give ourselves much of a chance,” Detroit coach Derek 
Lalonde said. “Turnovers, lost battles, lost battles at the blue line. We’re 
a team that prided itself on not giving up much in space. ... We retreated. 
I’m disappointed. It was a really easy night for Florida. Interesting to see 
how our team responds from this.” 

Tierney played his 563rd career game. He spent his first four seasons 
with San Jose and the next four with Ottawa. 

BARKOV RETURNS 

The Panthers had their captain back as Aleksander Barkov returned after 
missing the past two weeks with pneumonia. 

Barkov missed the Panthers’ home game against the St. Louis Blues on 
Nov. 26 as well as the team’s five-game trip. 

“He is not just a good player, he is an elite player,’’ Florida coach Paul 
Maurice said. 

NOTES: Panthers center Anton Lundell and goalie Spencer Knight both 
missed Thursday’s game because of illness. ... Florida was also without 
defenseman Radko Gudas and forward Patric Hornqvist, both of whom 
remain in concussion protocol after being knocked out of a game at 
Seattle on Saturday night. The Panthers have since placed Hornqvist on 
long-term injured reserve. ... Detroit was without defenseman Olli Maata 
(illness) and Jake Walman was a healthy scratch. 
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How to Watch the Detroit Red Wings vs. Florida Panthers - NHL 
(12/8/22) | Channel, Stream, Preview 

 

Updated: Dec. 08, 2022, 11:35 a.m. 

Published Dec. 08, 2022, 11:35 a.m. 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

Two days after a statement win up the road in Florida, the Detroit Red 
Wings are looking to sweep through the Sunshine State as they take on 
the Florida Panthers on Thursday night. 

In a matchup with a division rival on Tuesday night, the Red Wings 
showed they were not intimidated by three-time defending Eastern 
Conference Champions, the Tampa Bay Lightning. Though the Bolts 
outshot Detroit heavily on Tuesday night, Ville Husso put together 
another exceptional performance in net. Michael Rasmussen, Jonatan 
Berggren, Adam Erne and David Perron each scored for the Wings, 
sending the winged-wheel to a 4-2 win. 

The win marked Husso’s 11th since arriving in Detroit in the offseason, 
making 44 saves on the night. The Wings come into Thursday third in the 
Atlantic Division with 31 points, though they are 12 back of the division-
leading Boston Bruins. 

The reigning President’s Trophy-winning Panthers have not nearly 
looked as dominant as they did last season, but they are definitely still in 
the playoff hunt. They are coming out of a five-game road trip through 
Western Canada and the Pacific Northwest, but went just 2-2-1 during 
the trip after falling to the Winnipeg Jets on Tuesday night. Florida 
returns home three points behind the Lightning for the second Wild Card 
spot, and hopes the home ice helps them get back on the winning track. 
Through 11 games in Sunrise this season, the Panthers are 6-2-3. 

This will be the first of four games this season between the divisional 
foes, with the Panthers winning all four matchups during the 2021-22 
season. 
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Adam Larsson-Vince Dunn pairing providing blue-line consistency for 
Kraken 

 

By Kate Shefte  

 

Something clicked for the Kraken’s top defensive pairing when this 
season began. They’ve been seeing where that leads ever since. 

Nearly a third of the way through the franchise’s second season, a 
drastic improvement over the first, the chemistry between a handful of 
players has been established by the players and maintained by the 
coaching staff. Forwards Matty Beniers and Jordan Eberle have stayed 
together. Alex Wennberg and Andre Burakovsky, too. 

On defense, seemingly stern alternate captain Adam Larsson, 30, and 
forward-thinking Vince Dunn, 26, are an establishment, by the newest 
NHL team’s standards. On a blue line largely unaffected by injury so far, 
the Kraken have had the luxury of keeping them together since the start 
of the 2022-23 campaign. 

“As long as we like to play with each other, I want to stay this way,” 
Larsson said. “We’re there for each other, on and off [the ice], which 
builds the trust.” 

They’ve enjoyed this uncommon consistency and gotten to know each 
other well. Before the season, Dunn referred to Larsson as one of his 
best friends. 

“I respect him a lot as a person, so I try not to let him down when I’m out 
there, mess up too many times,” Dunn said. 

“We’re pretty hard on each other, too. I think that helps. We expect a lot 
of each other. So we know when we’re not living up to those 
expectations, when we have more to give.” 

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol frequently scrambled his defensive pairings 
last season, and they got another jolt when captain Mark Giordano and 
Jeremy Lauzon were dealt at the NHL trade deadline. Dunn and Larsson 
went out together the next game and stayed together until Dunn was 
injured and missed the last four games of the regular season. The pair 
reconvened this fall. 

So if all goes well, the unofficial anniversary is March 22. Plenty of time 
to figure out how to commemorate the date. 
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“I’ve always been in the 5-6 D role, so those usually get jumbled around 
a little bit more,” Dunn said, referring to the third and last defensive 
pairing. “It’s probably the longest I’ve ever been with someone.” 

“It’s definitely up there for me, I think,” Larsson agreed. 

There’s more time to hang out during road trips, where they share meals. 
But Larsson’s dog-park-outing invitations have been declined, until Dunn 
gets a dog of his own. 

“He’s always there to help me out with stuff since I’m kind of on my own 
out here right now,” Dunn said. “It’s been nice to have him to talk to about 
the business aspect of hockey and then life stuff outside of it.” 

Both players came to the Kraken via the expansion draft. Mississauga, 
Ontario, native Dunn came from St. Louis, where he won a Stanley Cup 
in 2019 at 22 years old. Larsson, from Skelleftea, Sweden, was taken 
from the Edmonton Oilers in the summer of 2021, a decade into his NHL 
career. 

It’s a classic combination of left- and right-handed shots. Larsson is a top 
penalty killer, and Dunn oversees the power play. Larsson keeps an eye 
on the defensive zone while Dunn is in the thick of it — usually. He’s 
focused on rounding out his game. 

“For me, the defensive side is never something I’ve been as passionate 
about [until] about the last two years,” Dunn added. “I take a lot of pride 
in being dependable out there, because those are the minutes you want 
to play. You want to be trying to play the shutdown minutes.” 

“It’s probably been there the whole time, but it’s more the mindset of 
doing it,” Larsson followed up. 

Per moneypuck.com, Seattle has had 53.7% of unblocked shot attempts 
when Dunn and Larsson are on the ice together, a stat otherwise known 
as Fenwick. That number suggests the Kraken control the puck more 
offensively while they’re out there. 

“We both have a pretty good understanding of what the other guy brings,” 
Larsson said. “But we can go rogue sometimes, too.” 

ADVERTISING 

As the Kraken headed out on the road Wednesday, Dunn had four goals 
and 12 assists, including seven power-play helpers. His point total was 
tied with Justin Schultz for the team lead among defensemen. Larsson 
had scored twice, one of which was shorthanded, to go with five assists. 

Through success, they’ve been able to get comfortable, and vice versa. 

“Those two have some chemistry together. They have the most history 
together,” Hakstol said. 

“Both are pretty comfortable getting up ice and getting into some motion 
in the offensive zone. They’ve been able to find their spots. They’ve been 
effective.” 
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Kraken loan Shane Wright to Team Canada for world junior 
championships 

 

By Geoff Baker  

 

Kraken general manager Ron Francis had long thought about giving 
Shane Wright a second chance at the planet’s biggest junior tournament 
before a major decision that still looms on his prized rookie. 

The 18-year-old Wright, who was to play at last year’s IIHF World Junior 
Hockey Championships in Edmonton, Alberta — and did for two games 

before it was shut down by the COVID-19 pandemic — will now get that 
chance after the Kraken on Thursday loaned him to Team Canada’s 
selection camp. The camp runs Friday through Monday before the Dec. 
26-Jan. 5 tournament, taking place in Moncton, New Brunswick, and 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Playing in the world’s premier Under-20 hockey event is something 
Francis hopes Wright, selected No. 4 overall during the NHL draft in July, 
can use to build off a recent two-week AHL conditioning stint that was 
followed Tuesday night by his first NHL goal against the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

“He went for his conditioning stint and really had a great attitude about it,” 
Francis said Thursday. “So we really appreciated that from him, and then 
he scored a bunch of goals down there and played with a lot of 
confidence. Then the other night with us, I think that first period was the 
best he’s played at any point this season. 

“So it looks like he really benefitted from his time in the AHL. There are 
still some areas we’d like to see him improve upon, so hopefully he can 
use the world juniors to work on a few of those areas, but we’re really 
happy with the progress he’s made.” 

The Kraken announced the move on a day they practiced in Washington, 
D.C., before Friday’s game against the Washington Capitals to launch a 
four-city East Coast road trip. Consecutive home losses to Florida and 
Montreal dropped them to 15-7-3 but they remained in second place in 
the Pacific Division, six points behind the Vegas Golden Knights with 
three games in hand. 

Last year’s postponed junior tournament was replayed in August, but 
Wright by then had been drafted and invited to NHL training camp. He 
wound up making the Kraken but has seen sporadic playing time given 
his relatively young age and the team’s early-season success. 

And the Kraken face a major upcoming decision on what to do with him. 

NHL rules state that if Wright plays more than nine games for the Kraken, 
it counts as a full season toward his three-year entry-level contract and 
pending free agency. Tuesday’s game against Montreal was Wright’s 
eighth, meaning the Kraken can use him once more before making that 
call. 

A longstanding agreement between the NHL and Canada’s major junior 
hockey leagues also mandates any teenage draft picks not kept by their 
teams must be returned to their prior junior squads in lieu of the AHL or 
ECHL. That means the Kraken can’t send Wright to the minors despite 
feeling he has little to gain by returning to the Ontario Hockey League’s 
Kingston Frontenacs. 

The AHL conditioning stint was a loophole the Kraken used to get Wright 
playing time against pros but it was only a onetime option. They can still 
play Wright in as many NHL games as they wish before returning him to 
junior hockey later, but that would burn a year of his entry-level contract. 

Wright said after his brief return Tuesday night he felt the chance to face 
AHL pros helped him better adapt to the NHL pace in his game against 
Montreal. He scored four goals in five games for Coachella Valley, then 
notched his first for the Kraken — something he feels will boost his 
confidence. 

“That just helps boost that even more,” Wright said. “Anytime you score 
… you don’t really notice it, but maybe a little weight gets lifted off your 
shoulders. Especially after not scoring for the first seven games. 

“So it’s definitely going to help bring that confidence going forward.” 

Wright had three or four quality scoring chances in the game’s opening 
period — about as many as in all of his previous NHL games combined. 

“I was just getting in front of the net,” Wright said. “The majority of the 
goals are scored from inside the blue paint, inside the crease. So if I want 
to score goals, if I want to create opportunities, that’s where I’ve got to 
go.” 
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Wright’s departure will be until Canada’s elimination or the tournament’s 
completion. The Kraken could theoretically recall Wright for the period 
between the selection camp and the tournament’s start, but Francis said 
that won’t happen, because he’s ”made a commitment” that Team 
Canada can have him for the duration. 

Unlike his conditioning stint, Wright’s departure frees up a roster spot and 
salary-cap space during his absence. For now the Kraken won’t fill the 
spot, but Francis hasn’t ruled out the possibility of doing so later. 

Francis agreed that Wright’s opening period against Montreal was the 
best he’s played. 

He’d still like to see Wright improve the ”timing” of his game and use his 
”NHL speed and shot” more consistently. He’d also like him to work on 
his puck handling and do a bit more with the puck once he gets it. 

The upcoming tournament should allow for just that. 

“It’s best on best, and he’ll be with Canada, which is one of the best 
teams in the world,” Francis said. “So it will be a great opportunity for him 
to show what he can do and continue working at his development.” 
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Why Kraken rookie Shane Wright joining Canada for World Juniors is 
good 

 

ANDY EIDE 

 

Two days after scoring his first NHL goal, Kraken rookie Shane Wright is 
gone. 

The fourth overall pick in last summer’s NHL Draft hasn’t been sent back 
to the American Hockey League, nor is he being sent back to the Ontario 
Hockey League’s Kingston Frontenacs. Instead, the center is joining 
Team Canada in time for the International Ice Hockey Federation’s World 
Junior Championships, reporting to their camp on Thursday. 

The #SeaKraken have loaned F Shane Wright to Team Canada for the 
IIHF World Junior Championship. pic.twitter.com/dCtvGYUyYD 

— Seattle Kraken PR (@SeattleKrakenPR) December 8, 2022 

This is a move that has been speculated for a while as the next step in 
Wright’s development plan as he continues to acclimate to the NHL 
game. The 18-year-old center was asked about this potential at Kraken 
practice earlier in the week and offered nothing but enthusiasm about the 
prospect. 

“Anytime you can represent your country on the World Junior stage, 
something you grew up watching, never really something you can pass 
up too easily,” he said at the time. “It’s definitely always a tough thing to 
pass up if the opportunity comes.” 

The move is a positive one and will be a great chance for Wright to get 
playing time against tough competition. The World Juniors feature the top 
players under 20 in the world and Canada is going to be the favorite, 
giving Wright an opportunity to play high-level hockey with a ton of 
pressure and scrutiny. 

Officially dating back to 1977, the World Juniors have been played 
annually, with play starting in December and finishing in early January. 
This year the tournament begins on Dec. 26 and ends on Jan. 5 with 
games being played in both Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Moncton, New 
Brunswick. 

Canada has dominated the tournament, often featuring rosters of high 
NHL draft picks like Wright. They lead the way with 19 gold medals and 
34 medals overall. 

The tournament has yet to grab hold in the United States, but to our 
neighbors up north it’s must-watch television and has become a holiday 
tradition. The Canadian roster goes through a ton of scrutiny and 
sometimes over-the-top criticism. 

Making the perennially-contending Canadian roster is tough and this year 
will be no different. 

The current Kraken roster is filled with players who represented their 
countries at the World Juniors, but the guy who sits next to Wright in the 
locker room perhaps had the most memorable moments and knows 
exactly what Wright is about to experience. 

Jordan Eberle represented Canada twice and became a national hero by 
helping win a gold medal in 2009. His huge goal against Russia that year 
tied a game late, and he would later convert in the shootout to advance 
Canada to the championship game. 

Why is this good for Shane Wright? 

Wright played his best NHL game Tuesday night in his first action since 
returning from a 14-day conditioning stint with the AHL’s Coachella 
Valley Firebirds. He played with pace, created chances, and cashed in 
from the slot when Oliver Bjorkstrand slid a pass to him in the first period. 

Wright place, Wright time for Shane’s first @nhl goal! 
pic.twitter.com/5d4I2SQ71H 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) December 7, 2022 

This was on the heels of Wright scoring four goals in five AHL games, 
meaning he hits the World Juniors with a ton of confidence. 

He’ll get a chance to continue that playing for a stacked Canadian team 
that is obviously in gold medal contention again. The competition will be 
top-notch as well, and even though he’s already played eight NHL 
games, he’ll actually face older players as the tournament is usually 
dominated by 19-year-olds. 

Wright is an exception, as is wunderkind Conner Bedard, who is most 
likely going to be the top pick in the 2023 NHL Draft. The Regia Pats 
phenom is going to play a lot, but will he play with Wright? The two tore 
up the U18 World Championships two years ago for Canada when 
Wright scored nine goals and 14 points in five games. 

Not only will Wright play with and against top players, but being able to 
participate is a pat on the back as well. Wright has been scratched for 
most of his time with the Kraken as finding consistent playing time has 
been a struggle, but his attitude has been great. He shows up to practice 
every day with a smile on his face and with a work ethic that coach Dave 
Hakstol has praised numerous times. Now the team is rewarding him 
with this chance to represent his country in a high-profile way. 

Wright has played for Canada in the past but this will be his first and only 
time at the World Juniors. 

A small bonus is that Wright will get an opportunity to play alongside his 
good friend Brennan Othmann. The two buddies played on opposite OHL 
teams coming up and both are NHL first-round picks with Othmann 
selected in the first by the New York Rangers in 2021. 

Unique NW hockey crossover 

Players from the Puget Sound’s two junior teams joining Team Canada 
at the World Juniors is nothing new. Wright will be playing alongside four 
Seattle Thunderbirds, in addition to with and for a couple of Everett 
Silvertips. 

The Thunderbirds will be represented at Canada’s camp by defensemen 
Nolan Allan and Kevin Korchinski, along with forward Reid Schaefer and 
goalie Thomas Milic. The Silvertips’ Olen Zellweger is in camp, and the 
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Canadian team is being coached by Silvertips bench boss Dennis 
Williams. 

Wright played with Milic, Zellweger and former Thunderbird Conner 
Roulette at the U18s, but he wasn’t a Kraken at that time so this will be a 
new situation. Obviously, a Kraken player has not mingled with 
Thunderbirds and Silvertips, giving the Canadian team a distinct 
Northwest flavor. 

This loan gives Wright another chance at playing top-six minutes at a 
high level. His play of late seems to indicate that he is ready to be a 
Canadian star and just may come back to Seattle with more confidence 
and a shiny medal around his neck. 
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Kraken’s Shane Wright to report to Team Canada for World Juniors 

 

The Athletic Staff, Corey Pronman 

 

The Kraken have loaned forward Shane Wright to Team Canada for the 
upcoming 2023 IIHF World Junior Championship, Seattle announced 
Thursday. Here’s what you need to know: 

Wright, the No. 4 pick in the 2022 NHL Draft, has played eight games for 
Seattle this season and scored his first NHL goal Tuesday vs. Montreal. 

Wright won gold with Canada at the 2021 World U18 Championships, 
scoring two goals in the final against Russia. 

The 2023 tournament will take place from Dec. 26 to Jan. 5 in Moncton 
and Halifax. 

Backstory 

After only playing seven NHL games, recording zero goals and one 
assist, the Kraken reassigned Wright to the Coachella Valley Firebirds — 
their AHL affiliate — on a conditioning loan last month. 

The Kraken have mapped out a plan for Wright, and that so far has 
included many games off and hours of remedial sessions — both on and 
off the ice — with the Kraken coaching staff. The 18-year-old told The 
Athletic last month he understands the process, is comfortable with it and 
trusts that GM Ron Francis, a Hall of Fame center, and Dave Hakstol, the 
Kraken coach with deep experience at both the NHL and collegiate level, 
know the proper way to develop an NHL player. 

“Obviously I want to be here long-term,” Wright said. “It’s definitely the 
only goal and where I want to be, and I think that I can be here. I think I 
can improve, prove to the coaches, prove to my teammates, that I belong 
here.” 

In five games with the Firebirds, Wright scored four goals. On Monday, 
after the five-game conditioning stint, the Kraken recalled Wright, prior to 
the team’s matchup against the Canadiens. 

The Los Angeles Kings are also loaning defenseman Brandt Clarke to 
Team Canada, the team announced Wednesday. 

What this means for Team Canada 

Wright returns to Canada’s U20 team as their likely No. 1 center and 
someone who can play a lot of minutes in all situations. He led this age 
group to a gold medal at the U18 World Championships two years ago 
with a similar supporting cast of players. He’s expected to be one of the 
top players now in the 2023 World Juniors. — Pronman 

Assessing Wright’s season thus far 

Wright has looked just okay in the NHL as an 18-year-old although 
coming off his best game of the year versus Montreal. He looked strong 
in the AHL on a conditioning loan but that only lasted a couple of games. 

Seattle hopes the puck touches and ice time he gets in Halifax can jump-
start his season. If he doesn’t look ready to help the team following the 
tournament, they will have to make a decision on how to handle him on 
their roster or loan him back to the OHL. — Pronman 
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NHL cap court: Does J.T. Miller have a bad contract? Darnell Nurse? 
Jordan Binnington? 

 

Sean McIndoe 

14-18 minutes 09/12/2022 

 

Welcome back to Cap Court, where we take a look at some of the big-
dollar contracts around the league and try to figure out if they’re bad. 

In the NHL’s hard cap world, a bad contract (as viewed from the team’s 
perspective) can be an anchor. They’re easy to sign but difficult or even 
impossible to unload, and can end up blocking other important moves. 
But as fans, we’re probably a little too quick to toss around the “bad 
contract” accusation, so it’s worth digging into some of these deals to see 
whether they actually deserve the label. 

This is the fifth session of cap court, meaning we’ve looked at 20 players 
over the years. Eight of those 20 have been found guilty of being a bad 
contract, because I tend to try to be as charitable as possible here. Some 
others were let off with a warning, and a few were exonerated 
completely. I’d argue that most of those decisions have held up well, 
even as a few may have shifted with a few more years of age and/or 
hindsight. 

The details: The 29-year-old Miller is in the final season of a five-year 
deal that carries a very reasonable $5.25 million cap hit, but that’s not the 
contract we’re looking at here. Instead, it’s the seven-year, $8 million cap 
hit extension he signed over the summer. It hasn’t kicked in yet, meaning 
it’s a possible example of the dreaded “pregret” contract, one that’s bad 
before it’s even had the chance to start. 

The case that it’s a bad contract: Miller will be 30 by the time the contract 
takes effect, and 37 when it ends, so there are already all sorts of 
warning lights blinking on the dashboard. The typical aging curve for 
scoring forwards isn’t great, and Miller is a physical player with some 
mileage on him, so this is almost certainly going to be one of those 
contracts that doesn’t age well. 

On its own, that doesn’t mean it’s bad — sometimes a deal offers enough 
value up front that a few bad years at the end are worth it, especially for 
a team that’s contending right now. But Miller is already off to a dicey 
start this year in Vancouver, especially defensively, so it’s possible that 
he’s already a declining asset on a team that probably needs to start 
over. And again, the extension hasn’t even started yet. 

The case that it might be OK: Miller is coming off a career-best 99-point 
season in which he got votes for both the Hart and the Selke, so let’s 
maybe pump the brakes on panicking about aging curves — not every 
forward has to peak at 23. His slow start to this year still has him scoring 
at a point-per-game pace, so if that’s his floor then the cap hit is fine. And 
while it may be true that the Canucks should rebuild, that doesn’t mean 
you can’t have room on the team for a heart-and-soul veteran who can 
lead by example. 

Key witnesses: Other $8 million forwards in the same age range would 
include Matt Duchene and Ryan Johansen in Nashville, as well as Logan 
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Couture in San Jose. Tomas Hertl and Evgeny Kuznetsov are also in the 
ballpark. You could argue that at least a few of those are bad contracts, 
and maybe all of them. You could also argue that Miller is a better player 
right now. 

The verdict: I hate this contract for the Canucks, in terms of how their 
season is playing out and what their current trajectory looks like, even 
given their recent wins. Put it this way: In an alternate universe where 
Miller is on another team and hits the UFA market this summer, there’s 
zero chance that this Canucks team is looking at a 30-year-old forward 
and saying, “We need to make a long-term commitment to this guy.” It’s a 
bad fit that locked the Canucks into a murky future. 

But does that make it a bad contract? Put differently, would another team 
in a better situation be happy to take it? Miller has a no-movement clause 
that doesn’t kick in until the extension does, meaning he has no 
protection right now and the Canucks could move him and his new deal 
anywhere they wanted. Would there be a market? Will they bother to find 
out? 

For now, I think this deal could still be workable on a different team, 
especially once the cap starts rising again. But until they can move it, for 
the Canucks, it’s a bad contract. 

John Gibson, Ducks 

The details: Gibson is 29 and has this season and four more after it left 
on a deal that carries a $6.4 million cap hit. 

The case that it’s a bad contract: From his rookie season through his 
fourth year, Gibson was one of the better goalies in the league, posting a 
.922 save percentage. That was a long time ago, though, and in the four 
seasons since his numbers have flatlined down to just north of a .900 
save percentage. That’s a big enough sample size that we can stop 
waiting for Gibson to regain his form and just accept that he’s now an 
average goaltender at best. For a guy with the third-highest cap hit 
among active goalies, that’s nowhere near good enough. 

The case that it might be OK: While it’s technically true that Gibson’s cap 
hit ranks third among active goalies, that’s a little misleading — the two 
guys ahead of him (Sergei Bobrovsky and Andrei Vasilevskiy) are way 
ahead, and then comes a batch of nine guys between $6.4 million and 
$5.4 million. Gibson leads that group, sure, but not by much, so it’s really 
more accurate to say he’s lumped into a large-ish tier. 

Still, his numbers aren’t great, and there’s no real case that you’d sign 
this contract again in hindsight. This year, Gibson is on pace for what 
would be the worst season of his career statistically, and is barely 
keeping his goals-against average below 4.00. But when you look at the 
team in front of him, that feels inevitable. The Ducks stink. Maybe instead 
of viewing Gibson’s deal as the Ducks paying for elite goaltending they’re 
not getting, we see it as them paying a premium for a veteran who can 
handle getting shelled while the team’s young core develops. 

Key witnesses: That cohort of guys in the $6 million range includes some 
questionable contracts like the ones given to Matt Murray, Philipp 
Grubauer and Elvis Merzlikins. It also includes deals signed by Igor 
Shesterkin and Connor Hellebuyck. As always, goalies are all over the 
map. 

The verdict: I don’t think Gibson is as bad as his numbers would indicate, 
but there’s no way you can spin his results into being worthy of a top-tier 
contract at this point. If there was one or two years left, maybe you shrug 
it off as a bad-defense tax. But with four full seasons to go, it’s very 
possible that this deal weighs down the Ducks when they’re ready to 
compete. It’s a bad contract. 

Jordan Binnington, Blues 

The details: This is a very similar case to Gibson. Binnington is also 29 
— the two goalies were actually born just three days apart — and he has 
the same four years after this one left on his deal, although his has a 
slightly cheaper cap hit of $6 million. 

The case that it’s a bad contract: We pretty much just made it with 
Gibson. Like Gibson, Binnington had an impressive peak and has 
regressed in recent years, and is on pace to put up career-worst 
numbers this season. He’s in that same tier of goalies whose contracts 
say they should be elite, but lately he hasn’t been. 

The case that it might be OK: Much like Gibson, you’ll find plenty of 
Binnington fans who’ll implore you to Watch The Games, because they 
swear their guy is playing better than his numbers suggest. It’s funny how 
that always seems to be the case with just about every struggling goalie, 
but that doesn’t mean it can’t occasionally be true. 

We can also chip away at the Gibson comparison by pointing out a few 
areas where the two goalies are similar, but where the scale tips to 
Binnington’s side. His best years are more recent, and his peak was 
higher — he was so good in 2018-19 that he finished in the top 10 in Hart 
voting despite only playing half a season. Binnington has won a Cup, 
while Gibson hasn’t. He has less mileage on him, and far less at the NHL 
level. His career high is 50 games in a season, while Gibson has topped 
that total five times. And while a gap of $400,000 a year isn’t a ton, it’s 
not nothing. On the other hand, Gibson has had more good years, while 
Binnington hasn’t quite shaken the idea that he could have been a one-
year wonder. 

At the very least, we can make a convincing case that Binnington’s 
contract is at least better than Gibson’s. Is that enough to tip into “not 
bad” territory? 

Key witnesses: The same group as in the Gibson file, plus Gibson 
himself. 

The verdict: This feels like we’re splitting hairs a bit, but I’m going to 
nudge this one onto the not-bad side of the ledger, if only barely. Gibson 
is a fair comparison, and he’s a warning of how Binnington and his deal 
might be viewed fairly soon. But right now, I can’t say that we’re past the 
point of reasonable doubt here. Consider this a very narrow verdict of 
“not bad … yet”. 

Darnell Nurse, Oilers 

The details: Nurse is in the first season of an eight-year extension he 
signed last summer, one that gives the 27-year-old a $9.25 million cap 
hit. 

The case that it’s a bad contract: Nurse is being paid like an elite player 
that he just may not be. He’s only had Norris votes in one season, a 
seventh-place finish in 2020-21, and last year his game took a step back. 
Yes, he’s physical and can eat minutes. He also carries the seventh-
highest cap hit among defensemen in the league this year, and even the 
biggest Oiler homer would have a hard time claiming he’s anywhere near 
that on a list of the top blueliners. The Oilers paid big to lock in a young 
defenseman who seemed to be on a trajectory towards being an 
unquestioned number one for a Cup contender, and it already looks like 
they overshot the runway. 

The case that it might be OK: As the youngest player on today’s docket, 
Nurse is the only name on our list who still might have more to show us 
than he already has. 

Key witnesses:  There are 15 defenseman with cap hits in the $8 to $10 
million range. Nurse isn’t at the level of Cale Makar ($9 million), Adam 
Fox ($9.5 million) or Roman Josi ($9.1 million), but you’d at least 
consider taking him over Seth Jones ($9.5 million) or Oliver Ekman-
Larsson ($8.25 million), and maybe even Zach Werenski ($9.6 million). If 
we look down a bit, though, we also find a few defensemen of a similar 
age and pedigree who feel like better comparisons, and they all make 
significantly less, including Thomas Chabot and Jacob Trouba (both $8 
million), plus Aaron Ekblad and Morgan Rielly (both $7.5 million) 

The verdict: It’s hard to judge the Nurse deal without mentioning how we 
got here. The Oilers could have locked him up at a more reasonable rate 
in 2020, but chose to bridge him instead to save space for depth players 
like Zack Kassian. It cost them, both in terms of his eventual cap hit and 
the extra age-30-plus years they had to buy. Nurse is young enough that 
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he could still find another level to his game, but old enough that it’s 
unlikely. I don’t think this is one of the five worst contracts in the league 
like Dom’s model does. But is it a bad contract? Absolutely. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Flames 

The details: Like Miller, Huberdeau is 29 and playing out the last year of 
a very reasonable deal, this one with a cap hit of $5.9 million. But it’s the 
extension that we’re putting on trial, and that one is a whopper: The max 
eight years with a hit of $10.5 million, kicking in next season. 

The case that it’s a bad contract: Again, the overlap with Miller is 
significant, because both players are coming off career-best seasons. 
Like Miller, Huberdeau is off to a disappointing start by his stanadards, 
with just 16 points in his first 23 games. The big difference from Miller is 
that Huberdeau’s contract is way more expensive, costing an extra $2.5 
million in space per season, and also lasting for an extra year. That’s a 
ton for a guy who isn’t great in his own zone, and who doesn’t even score 
that much. He’s a setup guy, and that’s an important skill, but it’s one 
that’s tough to showcase if your own cap hit means your team can’t 
afford top snipers to play with you. 

This sure feels like a case of a team falling victim to Shiny New Toy 
syndrome, after the Flames acquired Huberdeau in the Matthew Tkachuk 
trade and then had to get him extended or risk watching another star 
player walk in free agency. By the way, that piece where I explained the 
Shiny New Toy was posted just a few hours before this extension was 
announced. In contracts, as with comedy, timing is everything. 

The case that it might be OK: Since we’re apparently doing Miller 
comparisons, let’s mention that his deal came after posting 99 points. 
Huberdeau’s was earned with a 115-point season that featured a league-
leading 85 assists, shattering the single-season record for a left winger. 
Miller had very good numbers, but Huberdeau’s were absolutely elite, 
and he finished fifth in Hart voting. As the NHL continues to evolve into a 
league where elite offensive skill is rewarded, Huberdeau is one of the 
very few players who has proven he can move the needle by doing 
things almost nobody else can. 

Key witnesses: When his deal kicks in, Huberdeau will likely be one of 
the 10 highest-paid players in hockey. Of the forwards above him, he’s 
not close to Nathan MacKinnon, Connor McDavid and Auston Matthews. 
You’d probably rank him ahead of John Tavares and maybe in the same 
ballpark as Artemi Panarin, although both of those contracts were cases 
of luring a player to switch teams in free agency. You’d also take Mitch 
Marner ahead of him, because Marner is younger, better defensively and 
has been more productive this year, plus his deal has just two years left. 
And Huberdeau’s cap hit will rank ahead of other big-name forwards like 
Jack Eichel and Aleksander Barkov, not to mention former Flames 
Tkachuk and even Johnny Gaudreau. 

The verdict: You can understand what the Flames were thinking — they’d 
just lost Gaudreau and Tkachuk had announced he wanted out, so it was 
important that they show their fans that a star player wanted to stick 
around. They overpaid to do it, though, even if we assume that 
Huberdeau gets back on track. When you give a guy who’s about to turn 
30 this much money and this much term, you’re gambling that you’re 
going to get Hart-level production for the first few seasons, and the 
Flames haven’t seen anywhere near that yet. This feels like the most 
likely verdict to come back and bite me, but for now, I have to say bad 
contract. 

So there you have it. Five cases, four of which get the dreaded “bad 
contract” verdict (and one that just barely avoids it). So much for being 
charitable. Apparently I’m not feeling the holiday spirit right now. But was 
I too harsh? Do you want to make the case that some of these deals are 
fine, or even good? The comment section awaits. 
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NHL99: Scott Stevens’ legacy gets grainier as game evolves past 
highlight-reel hits 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

15-19 minutes 09/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

In the grainy, now-34-year-old video that people will sometimes send, 
Bob Bassen is a much younger man, still working as a lunchpail forward 
with the New York Islanders. He still struggles to define his relationship 
with what the video shows, even after all this time: “I don’t cringe when I 
watch it.” 

He paused a beat, then chuckled: “Maybe I should.” 

During a game on March 18, 1988, Bassen was engaged in a battle for 
the puck with a member of the Washington Capitals over a patch of open 
ice. As the puck skittered beyond the reach of both players, another 
figure closed in with his left arm down and his shoulder fixed into place 
like a battering ram. 

“You can quote me. I don’t remember anything from the hit,” Bassen 
said. “Because I got knocked out, right? I mean, totally knocked out. 

“You don’t remember much when you get hit that hard.” 

Scott Stevens was only 23, but he was already deep into his sixth season 
as an NHL defenseman when he locked Bassen into his radar that night. 
Bassen was battling the other Capitals player and never saw Stevens 
coming, which meant Stevens could drive every available ounce of mass 
into Bassen’s skull. 

And without hesitation, that is exactly what he did. Bassen fell to the ice, 
ending up on his side, curling into a fetal position. 

“Do I want to watch it every day? No,” Bassen said. “Do I want to even 
watch it? Probably no. But I don’t know. I just watch it and go, ‘Man, 
that’s part of the game back then.’” 

Stevens was good at so many parts of the game, but it is that physical 
part for which he is broadly best remembered. The LinkedIn page of his 
career is filled with massive, highlight-reel hits that sometimes only need 
a single surname to trigger immediate visual recall: Kariya. Lindros. 

He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2007 and a decade 
later, the NHL listed him among its top 100 players of all time. Stevens is 
No. 49 on The Athletic’s list of the 100 greatest NHL players of the 
modern era, though the more modern the era, the grainier his legacy 
becomes. 

The NHL has been dragged, ever so slowly, into a state of increased 
awareness about the long-term risk of repeated head trauma. Rules have 
changed, as have the teaching points in youth hockey, which have both 
helped the game evolve to a point where head-first contact is scolded 
more than celebrated. 

“He was a fantastic athlete, no question,” said Dr. Charles Tator, a 
prominent Canadian neurosurgeon based in Toronto. “But he caused 
brain damage, in my view. And that’s not something to be proud of.” 

During the 2000-01 season, Tampa Bay Lightning forward Brad Richards 
scored 21 goals and collected 41 assists to lead all NHL rookies in 
scoring. 
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Shane Willis was second. He had more points (44) than future NHL 
mainstays such as Marian Gaborik, Justin Williams and both Daniel and 
Henrik Sedin. Willis played for the Carolina Hurricanes, and at the end of 
that first regular season, he got to play in his first NHL playoff series. 

It was against the New Jersey Devils. 

The Devils were less than 20 seconds away from winning Game 2 when 
Willis broke up the ice. New Jersey was leading 2-0 in the game, and in 
less time than it would take to undo a skate lace, they would be up 2-0 in 
the series. 

Stevens, as he had with Bassen a decade earlier, stalked his opponent. 
Unlike that earlier hit, Willis had enough time to catch a glimpse of 
Stevens on approach. It was still too late, and Willis crashed down to the 
ice as a pool of blood formed around his head. 

Gary Roberts, a rugged forward with the Maple Leafs that spring, would 
later raise his concern around the hit with Toronto Star columnist Mary 
Ormsby, saying, “Stevens came a long way (across the ice) to hit him 
with 10 seconds left in the game, in my opinion.” 

Willis never appeared in another NHL playoff game. That concussion 
was followed by more concussions, and he was out of the league within 
four years. 

Stevens, who had driven Eric Lindros from the Eastern Conference finals 
a year earlier, would go on to alter the trajectory of Paul Kariya’s career 
with a similarly devastating hit in Game 6 of the 2003 Stanley Cup Final 
against Anaheim. (Kariya offered a clear-eyed assessment in a later 
interview with Sportsnet: “I don’t remember anything live,” he told the 
network. “But when I saw the hit, it was a really late hit — it was a dirty 
hit, in my opinion.”) 

As the pattern emerged, Stevens remained unrepentant. He would say 
that he hoped they got up, but he never apologized for putting them down 
in the first place. (In Washington, teammates nicknamed him “Bam-
Bam.”) 

“Hitting is part of the game,” he said after delivering his knockout blow on 
Lindros. “That’s the bottom line. I get hit and I’m going to give a hit. This 
is an important time. I have been playing physical the whole playoffs and 
I think everyone knows I’m not going to change.” 

Scott Stevens never knocked Dave Poulin out of a game, but it was not 
for a lack of trying. There was a game one night in the old Patrick 
Division, and Poulin, then captain of the Flyers, said he scored two or 
three goals against the Capitals. 

Before he made it to the final buzzer, Poulin was racing up the boards 
into the offensive zone when he saw Stevens approaching. He just 
slipped past the defenseman, describing how he felt the wind hit him as 
Stevens whistled past: “All I could think about was, ‘I would have been a 
part of the side boards had that connected.’” 

Poulin did not blame Stevens for the attempt. None of the 
contemporaries contacted for this story hold any ill will toward the 
defenseman for the way he played — nor for the damage he inflicted — 
because they say it was just the reality of the sport in their era. 

More than that, they say, the open-ice hitting was more difficult than it 
looked. 

“You have to have footwork,” Poulin said. “You have to have timing. You 
have to be aware of where people are on the ice. All these different 
factors come into making a hit like this.” 

Stevens shifted into an everyday NHL role out of junior hockey. The 
Capitals picked him fifth, in 1982, and he played 77 regular season 
games as a teenage rookie. He was physical and – as part of an array of 
skills that would eventually be overshadowed – he could also generate 
offense. 

It was in New Jersey where he became a figure of almost mythic 
proportions, serving as a backbone for three successful Stanley Cup 

runs. He is still viewed as perhaps the best defenseman to have never 
won a Norris Trophy. He was a runner-up twice, losing out to Ray 
Bourque in 1988 and 1994, and was a finalist in 2001 at 36 years old. 

Among the nine voters who built the NHL99 list for The Athletic, Stevens 
was ranked as high as No. 32. 

“Everybody knows when he’s on the ice,” Devils goaltender Martin 
Brodeur told reporters the day his long-time teammate retired, in 2005. “It 
makes it a lot tougher on an opponent to come in and just make plays 
when they have to notice where Scott Stevens is at all times.” 

Bernie Nicholls spent parts of two seasons with Stevens in New Jersey 
toward the end of his career. He laughed when asked how some of those 
hits would be received today: “You’d get suspended for life.” 

“Scotty practiced like he played the game,” Nicholls said. “Obviously, he 
wouldn’t hit us. He’d be physical in the corners, being strong. But he’s not 
going to lay people out like he would in a game. 

“A couple times, guys would come across and Scotty would stand up 
there. He’d just move out of the way, and the guy would go, ‘Oh s—, this 
would have been trouble.’” 

And despite that, Nicholls does not find fault in how Stevens hit his 
opponents on the open ice. 

“I’m still for hitting,” Nicholls said. “Our sport’s physical. It’s violent. Keep 
your head up. Scotty wasn’t dirty when he hit. You got your head down, 
you’d get hit.” 

Bassen is a father of four and president of the Dallas Stars Alumni 
Association. He said he never considered Stevens to be a “dirty player.” 

“You knew if you put yourself in a vulnerable position, there’s a chance 
that he’s coming with a clean hit — but a hard hit — to get you,” Bassen 
said. “I was always told by my dad to skate with the puck and have your 
head up. I made a mistake and it cost me.” 

Willis, 45, settled in Raleigh, N.C., when his playing career ended. He 
has spent the last decade as the youth and amateur hockey coordinator 
for the Hurricanes, and is also part of the broadcast crew for coverage of 
the team’s games on Bally Sports South. 

He scored 20 goals during his rookie season with Carolina. After Stevens 
sent him sprawling in the last, meaningless moments of a playoff game, 
Willis scored only another 11 goals in his NHL career. 

The hit not only changed the trajectory of his career, but also his life. 

And he does not blame Stevens. 

“Was it high? No, because I saw him at the last second and was able to 
brace,” Willis said. “It was basically like running into a redwood tree at full 
speed.” 

He never heard from Stevens after the game, but acknowledged that, 20 
years ago, texting was still not part of the vocabulary. He said he does 
not have any long-term symptoms that he can trace back to any of the 
concussions he suffered as a player, including the one that actually 
makes him angry. 

In a game that might not even have been on television, Willis said the 
late Bryan Marchment drove his elbow into the side of his head. “When I 
look at both of those, I have zero qualms about the hit Scott Stevens 
threw,” Willis said. 

“I still think he is in the upper echelon of some of the best defensemen 
who ever played the game,” Willis said. “Even though he was throwing 
these big hits and guys are getting injured, I think you have to look at his 
career as a whole.” 

Amid the parade of recognition for what Stevens accomplished on the 
ice, one chapter of his career was widely overlooked. That part of his 
story unfolded in an era before social media, when Stevens was still a 
26-year-old with the Capitals. 
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In May 1990, police in Washington were called to investigate allegations 
by a 17-year-old girl of sexual assault involving four members of the 
Capitals. The incident allegedly unfolded in a limousine parked outside a 
local bar in Washington, where players had gathered for a postseason 
party. 

Forwards Dino Ciccarelli and Geoff Courtnall were named in the 
investigation, along with defensemen Neil Sheehy and Stevens. D.C. 
police Lt. Reginald L. Smith told The Washington Post the investigators 
had “sufficient grounds to believe that a criminal offense did occur.” 

“We deeply regret this situation,” the Capitals said in a release, “and we 
do not condone or excuse the conduct of the players involved and their 
failure to appreciate the responsibility they have to shoulder as role 
models for young people.” 

“Even if the players are legally innocent, what they did was morally 
wrong,” sports columnist Tony Kornheiser wrote in The Post. “Wrong if 
they participated. Wrong if they watched and didn’t try to stop it. Wrong if 
they stood lookout and allowed it to happen. It was more than bad 
judgment.” 

Stevens never played another game with the Capitals. He signed as a 
free agent with the St. Louis Blues that summer. Multiple attempts to 
reach Stevens to comment for this story were unsuccessful.  

Dr. Charles Tator grew up playing hockey. He can still name the 
custodian at his elementary school who would flood the outdoor rink in 
midtown Toronto so students could play before the first bell. He has three 
children, and two of them played hockey. 

At 86, he has also spent a lifetime studying the ravages of the game as it 
evolved. In the early 1980s, his practice worked with the parents of 
children who endured catastrophic spinal injuries in sports, including 
hockey. It took time, but hitting from behind was eventually rooted out as 
a cause by the medical community, and action was taken. 

Today, the work is being done in bodychecking. 

In 2009, the late defenseman Reggie Fleming became the first NHL 
player diagnosed to have been living with chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy, a chronic brain-wasting disease linked with repeated 
head trauma. Many more diagnoses have followed, though the NHL has 
refused to concede any direct link with playing the game. 

The NHL adjusted its rules around contact with the head in 2011, though 
commissioner Gary Bettman has spoken out against the idea of banning 
head contact entirely from the game. 

In September, the Canadian Journal of Neurological Sciences  

Published a study led by Tator, where the findings suggest bodychecking 
should be removed from minor hockey until players reach the age of 18. 

“It’s still causing too many concussions,” said Tator. “Just like hitting from 
behind, where people weren’t really aware of the dire consequences, 
they really weren’t tuned into the consequences of bodychecking.” 

Mike Duco is a minor hockey and skills development coach who has also 
worked as a referee in the AHL. He appeared in 18 regular-season NHL 
games as a rugged player, where he drew 65 penalty minutes, and he 
said the game is already evolving at the grassroots level. 

“The open-ice hits, you’re not seeing too many of them anymore,” he 
said. “I think it’s more so because people are able to kind of maneuver 
through those areas a little bit better than they were in the past. But I also 
don’t know if people are necessarily looking for that anymore.” 

There is still plenty of contact, he said, especially on the forecheck, but 
players are being taught how to make faster decisions at younger ages. 
There is not as much time and open space in the modern game, he said, 
and he constantly teaches his players to check their shoulders, keep their 
heads up, and make a play quickly. 

“The onus isn’t just on the player to have his head up,” he said. “If there’s 
a player in a prone position, where it could be a dangerous play, the 

person who is going to be making that hit has to make a split-second 
decision: ‘Is this safe, or not?’” 

Duco, who coaches teenagers, was asked how they might react to a 
Scott Stevens highlight reel. 

“I think when the kids watch it, they don’t understand how it was allowed,” 
he said. “It definitely is far removed from the age group that I’m 
coaching.” 

In 2017, Tator was invested as an Officer of the Order of Canada. He 
remains in practice, and he is still an advocate for making the game 
safer. The idea of celebrating highlight-reel hits like the ones Stevens 
was known to deliver, he said, is “ridiculous, in my view.” 

“I think he was doing what he was, let’s say, hired to do,” Tator said. “I 
think he was carrying out the wishes of those who were in charge of the 
game. And I think the people were misguided because I think they didn’t 
have a clear picture of the consequences.” 

The picture is clearer today. 

“Yes, he’s a great athlete,” Tator said. “Not too many people could knock 
somebody out with their shoulder. But it can’t be allowed. The brain is too 
important an organ.” 
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Michigan ‘Hockey Doc’ faces 2 additional sexual assault charges; now 
facing 21 charges in 8 cases 

 

Katie Strang 

5-6 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

Dr. Zvi Levran, a Detroit-area urologist known for his work with a number 
of Michigan high school hockey teams, is facing additional sexual assault 
charges based on two new cases involving former hockey players. 

The Oakland County (Mich.) Prosecutor’s Office issued new charges 
against Levran, including one count of fourth-degree criminal sexual 
conduct stemming from an alleged incident involving a 30-year-old male 
in Levran’s Farmington Hills home in December 2020 and one count of 
second-degree criminal sexual conduct stemming from an allegation 
involving a 14-year-old male in the city of Farmington in January 2018. 

According to the Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office, Levran knew both 
individuals through the youth hockey community. Levran is expected to 
be arraigned on the new charges by the end of this week. 

Levran is now facing 21 charges spanning eight separate cases in 
Oakland County. Prior to the new charges, Levran was being held in 
custody while facing 19 counts of criminal sexual conduct; five of those 
cases involved male hockey players who told police they were assaulted 
in Levran’s Farmington Hills home. An additional case out of West 
Bloomfield involved a female patient who said she was assaulted in 
Levran’s West Bloomfield medical office. 

Levran remains in Oakland County Jail on bonds exceeding $2 million. 

In court last week, prosecutor Tricia Dare said there are a number of 
outstanding investigations, including in counties outside of Oakland and 
outside of the state of Michigan. The Farmington Hills Police Department 
has served as the primary point of contact for the tip line that was created 
following Levran’s initial arrest in October (police have said they’ve 
fielded tips from Farmington Hills, Novi, Livonia, West Bloomfield, 
Redford as well as from California, Georgia, North Carolina, Minnesota, 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 9, 2022 

 

Arizona and Canada). Michigan State Police is an active investigative 
partner on the case, and will be handling cases outside of Farmington 
Hills and Oakland County’s jurisdiction. 

Backstory 

Levran was initially charged in October after a 19-year-old male hockey 
player told police that he was sexually assaulted during a medical exam 
in the basement office of the doctor’s Farmington Hills home. Levran 
pleaded not guilty at his arraignment on October 22. 

Levran was arrested again and charged on Nov. 11 with 10 additional 
counts of criminal sexual conduct, stemming from four new criminal 
complaints against him. All four of those complaints included allegations 
that Levran sexually abused patients, who he was connected to through 
his work in youth hockey organizations, during medical exams in his 
home office. He pleaded not guilty to the charges at his arraignment. 

The first five criminal complaints against Levran covered allegations of 
criminal sexual conduct involving Levran and a John Doe, an unidentified 
male. West Bloomfield Police confirmed that the sixth criminal complaint 
involved Levran and Jane Doe, an unidentified female. 

The 66-year-old Levran was referred to as the “Hockey Doc” or “Doc” 
and worked as a volunteer with high school hockey programs including 
those in Farmington, Novi and Livonia, off and on for nearly two decades. 
He has also helped with the Michigan Developmental Hockey League. 

Levran has traveled with Team Michigan, a select group of elite players 
assembled by the MDHL, for a USA hockey-affiliated event in Minnesota 
and served as an on-site physician. In his work with area hockey teams, 
Levran performed physical examinations, treated injuries, offered soft 
tissue massages to players and led them through power yoga exercises. 

Levran lived in Minnesota from 2011 to 2018 and also worked as a 
volunteer team hockey doctor treating players and serving as a yoga 
instructor for the Fergus Falls (Minn.) High School team. The Athletic 
learned that Levran stopped working with athletes there in December 
2017 after a 16-year-old male hockey player said he was sexually 
assaulted by Levran during an examination. The player who made that 
allegation told The Athletic that he went to see Levran for a shoulder 
injury and that, after examining the player’s shoulder, Levran reached 
down his pants. 

The 19-year-old who said he was sexually assaulted by Levran on Oct. 
18 in Levran’s Farmington Hills basement office also went to see Levran 
for an injury, according to a police report obtained by The Athletic. 

Based on interviews with players and other individuals around the Fergus 
Falls hockey program, it does not appear that a wide investigation into 
Levran’s interactions with players in Fergus Falls was conducted. Former 
players told The Athletic that had such an investigation occurred, it may 
have revealed other examples of alleged misconduct, including another 
instance when a second male player says he went to see Levran for a 
shoulder injury and had his genitals touched. 
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LeBrun: The NHL’s scoring boom has gone supersonic, with wacky 
scores and no safe leads 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

10-12 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

We’ve got some ’80s hockey back in vogue, minus the Cooperall pants 
and Jofa helmets, of course. 

We’re talking about wild, high-scoring games. 

On Nov. 29 in Los Angeles, it was a 9-8 overtime contest between the 
Kraken and Kings. Six days later, it was a ridiculous 7-6 overtime game 
between the Habs and Canucks in Vancouver. On Wednesday night 
alone, it was Tage Thompson scoring five goals in a 9-4 Sabres win over 
the Blue Jackets, the Oilers coming only one goal shy of that total in an 
8-2 win over the Coyotes and the Canucks winning another high-scoring 
overtime affair, this time 6-5 over the Sharks. 

These games are emblematic of a wacky NHL season full of lead 
changes and, of course, goals galore. 

“It’s a pretty freewheeling game right now,” Kings coach Todd McLellan 
said Wednesday after practice in Toronto, his hair perhaps having added 
another tint of gray from that 9-8 game. “Probably not a lot of fun for the 
goaltenders or some nights for the coaches. But for the fans, it’s great.” 

To wit: The NHL this season is averaging 6.36 goals per game, 
continuing the trend that saw the league average 6.29 goals per game 
last season, which was the first time above 6.04 since the 2005 lockout 
ended with new rules meant to open up the game and created a 
temporary spike to 6.17 in 2005-06 — followed by averages under six in 
every season from 2006-07 through 2017-18. 

Meanwhile, the league’s average save percentage this season through 
Tuesday night was .905, the lowest since 2006-07. Consider that the 
league average was .915 in 2015-16. Down from .915 to .905 in just 
seven years. Holy mama. 

It’s a league full of younger players with only one thing on their minds, 
and this is the result. 

“It’s completely different. A way faster game. More skill,” veteran Kings 
blueliner Drew Doughty said Wednesday when asked to compare the 
way the game is played now with how it was when he entered the league 
in 2008-09. “The fourth-line guys, back in the day, they were going to just 
dump and chase. You didn’t have to worry about them trying to ‘one-on-
one’ you. Now you can’t underestimate anyone on any team because 
they’re going to try it.” 

All of which brings me back to a comment Blues general manager Doug 
Armstrong made to me Nov. 23 for a column I was writing on his Blues 
team, which had opened the season with long losing and winning 
streaks. 

His response went bigger picture about the way the game is being played 
league-wide. 

“The dynamics of the league have changed, where the detailed part of 
defending leads and clock management are not what they were in the 
past,” Armstrong said. “I think with younger players, the skill level has 
never been higher, and the game management has probably taken a 
step back.” 

And offense-first mentality among younger players can come at the 
detriment of sound defensive decision-making. 

“It’s great for the fans,” Armstrong said. “It’s always exciting. But it’s a 
different brand of hockey.” 

Those comments from Armstrong reverberated around the league. He 
was clearly expressing something that other hockey people have seen, 
as well. 

“I did read Doug’s comments,” McLellan said Wednesday. “I thought it 
was interesting. I think the game has been going that way. It takes a tone 
early in games and it seems to stick with it. It’s hard to correct that tone. 
That (9-8) game with Seattle that night, it was a shootout at the O.K. 
Corral. 

“But the talent that’s coming in now has changed. It’s deeper. There’s 
more of it. There’s a belief that everybody can contribute offensively. 
Teams’ makeups are different now. The fourth line is as dangerous as 
the second line some nights because of the skill level.” 
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Kings GM Rob Blake during our chat Wednesday referenced Armstrong’s 
comments, as well, plus a recent TNT intermission interview with Steve 
Yzerman in which the Red Wings GM gave his opinion on all the lead 
changes and the offensive nature of the game. 

“The game is in transition, and the offensive side of coaching has 
overtaken the defensive side,” Yzerman said. “Now coaches are going to 
have to adjust and come up with better defensive techniques or 
systems.” 

Yup. The Dead Puck era is a memory. That was the hope when the NHL 
came out of the 2005 lockout. And it goes beyond just that year. The 
reality is that GM meetings ever since have been about tweaking rules to 
create more offense. 

“Any rule that’s been put into effect, whether it’s from goalie equipment to 
(minimizing) obstruction to (a crackdown on) cross-checking, it all adds to 
offense,” Blake said. “It adds to the players that if they get open, they can 
now make these plays.” 

And then there is how players are taking matters into their own hands. 

“Every one of our players worked with a skills coach this summer,” Blake 
said. “So what they’re working on is their offensive ability. But it used to 
be, you would learn how to protect a puck, how to come out of a corner, 
what’s the next play. Now they’re actually taking it to the next level. Now 
you’re seeing your east-west passes, cross-ice passes, left and right — 
they’re automatic for players now. That’s the next play. ‘I can get out of 
the corner. I’ve got that skill. Now I’m looking at the next play that’s going 
to lead to the best shot to score.’ 

“And then a combination now of coaching staffs really focusing on 
teaching offense — all that accumulation has led to this type of game 
where two- and three-goal leads, you sit up there now and you’re like, ‘I 
don’t know how safe this lead is.'” 

Do we call it the Adam Oates Revolution, all this focus on skills 
development? Or Darryl Belfry? There’s a long line of skills development 
coaches around hockey at all levels. 

Even an old goat like Doughty can get into it. 

“I never had that in my whole life growing up. Last summer was the first 
summer I worked on individual skills stuff,” Doughty said. “I had never 
done that my whole career. I would just scrimmage all summer. That’s 
how I would get ready for the season. This was the first summer I did 
that.” 

It’s creating a league full of skill — and of players thinking offense. One 
that belongs to the Jason Robertsons, Cole Caufields, Jack Hugheses 
and Trevor Zegrases of the world. It’s in their DNA. 

They are a product, years later, to some degree, of the NHL rule changes 
from 2005 that opened up the game. Those changes impacted 
grassroots hockey. 

“The generation that’s entering the league now only knows that,” 
McLellan said. “It never played any other way.” 

Added Blake, “I just think the offense is pushing harder and harder.” 

Barry Trotz has sat back this season and watched games from around 
the league as he enjoys his reset away from the NHL. But he’s obviously 
still seeing this continued offensive explosion with a coach’s eye. 

“The youth the league has shown, everybody is pushing offense, which is 
great for the league,” Trotz said Wednesday. “But at the same time, you 
have to understand at the end of the day that it’s about winning. And you 
have to adjust to the game to win the game. 

“A lot of young players, instead of managing the game when you have a 
two- or three-goal lead, they’re looking at going to four or five. Therefore, 
some of those games end up getting more wide-open instead of 
tightening up. Which is what I’ve seen here.” 

It’s always been the case that coaches understood the team losing would 
have a push within a game. Surviving it was a matter of knowing it was 
coming and not being caught off guard. 

“Teams are going to have their push, (and) good teams are able to really 
limit the damage when the other team has their push,” Trotz said. “A lot 
of teams (this season) haven’t been able to do that. They don’t survive 
some of those onslaughts.” 

Why? Trotz sees the same thing Armstrong does. 

“The game management is not there,” Trotz said. “Players are still trying 
some of those high-risk plays.” 

Said Doughty: “Guys aren’t afraid to make passes that are completely 
blocked off. They’ll still try to make it. That did not happen back in the 
day. Yeah, guys are just more skilled now. Faster. It’s harder to play 
defense now. 

“And I do feel that a lot of guys don’t focus on defense as much as they 
did back in the day.” 

Trotz also sees players who stop skating, who “don’t know how to 
check.” 

“Teams end up defending rather than checking, and there’s a difference,” 
Trotz said. “Checking is moving your feet and angling and making it hard 
to penetrate or get through the neutral zone or get through to your net. 
Young teams now, it seems, when they get a lead, they back straight up. 
There’s not a lot of angling, and the spacing is off. Players are able to 
come through the middle of the ice with speed, pop it, get it back, create 
some offense, odd-man rushes happen.” 

It all adds up to one thing: Offense has taken over. 

“It might be part and parcel of everybody pushing offense. Even the 
defensive coaches, everybody is pushing offense. I do, too,” Trotz said. 
“But managing the game and those little details, line changes, spacing, 
understanding risk-reward, it seems to be falling a bit on deaf ears.” 

So the sales job for NHL coaches to players is perhaps more demanding 
than ever. How do you preach more defensive discipline in this era? 

The defensive buy-in is easier to get come playoff time, when players are 
ready to completely sell out to win. But over 82 games, I do wonder given 
how the game is now played, just how difficult it is to get players to make 
the kind of sacrifice it takes to slow down offense. 

“That type of tempo and offense is hard to stop. It’s taxing on a group of 
players to commit to that and block shots and grind it in the corners,” 
McLellan said. 

“So sometimes the loose play goes both ways, and you end up with 17 
goals in a game.” 
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NHL99: Henrik Lundqvist’s technical skills matched his focus and drive 

 

Shayna Goldman 

11-14 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 
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“Everybody always used to talk to me about (Henrik) Lundqvist,” Martin 
Biron said before he ever shared the crease in New York with him. “It 
was like, ‘What’s the deal with the guy?’ Like, he’s a hockey player. He’s 
a goalie. Yeah, he’s good, but why is everybody so fixated on Lundqvist, 
Lundqvist, Lundqvist?” 

It didn’t take long for Biron to quickly understand why everyone was 
always talking about Henrik Lundqvist and why he set the bar so high. 

Of course, there was the player: The generational goaltender and 
backbone of his team who had an incredible work ethic, which is why 
Lundqvist comes in at No. 50 on our list of the greatest players in the 
modern era of the NHL. Then there was the person, with his fashion 
sense and philanthropy, who was the ultimate teammate. 

Lundqvist thrived throughout his NHL career because of his elite skill and 
how hard he worked to maintain that level. That consistency showed 
particularly between 2009-10 and 2015-16, when he earned at least a 
.920 save percentage in seven consecutive seasons. In total, he reached 
that marker eight times. The other greats who measure up to the 
Rangers goaltender in that same metric were Dominik Hasek and 
Roberto Luongo, who each boast seven seasons with a save percentage 
of at least .920. 

That’s even more impressive when you consider the teams Lundqvist 
played behind at times (including during that seven-year stretch). 

The Rangers goalie saved more goals than the average netminder would 
have based on the number of shots he faced in almost every year of his 
career — he fell below average only three times later in his career, in 
2016-17, 2018-19, and 2019-20. In those 12 seasons, he generally 
ranked highly in the league even when accounting for his workload in 
terms of minutes played. 

In his career, Lundqvist saved 183 goals above average. That ranks 10th 
in the league since 1967-68. 

Via Prashanth Iyer 

Lundqvist stands out even more when factoring for shot quality, along 
with quantity. The drawback is that data only goes back to 2007-08, 
which cuts out his first two seasons. Still, among goalies in the statistics-
driven era, “The King” still stands incredibly tall among the rest. 

Through 562 games since shot location data was collected, Lundqvist 
saved 273.3 goals above expected based on the workload he faced. That 
not only leads all goalies, but it’s more than triple the next best player — 
Jaroslav Halak, who currently has a GSAx of 86.4 through 351 games. 
Carey Price, Roberto Luongo, Jonathan Quick and Tuukka Rask all rank 
in the top 10. But none can stack up to Lundqvist — whether they fall 
short in playing time, or didn’t have the same longevity at that high 
caliber of play. 

Lundqvist led the league with the most goals saved above expected in 
six seasons, and finished in the top five for another two years. He 
managed all that while having one of the toughest workloads in the 
league. 

Take the 2009-10 season. In all situations, the Rangers were expected to 
concede 3.15 goals against per 60 based on their team defense. The 
only goalies to play behind worse defensive teams were Cam Ward and 
Ondrej Pavelec. But none responded to their workloads like Lundqvist, 
who saved a league-leading 53 goals above expected. To the credit of 
his peers, no one had the same opportunity to reach those heights 
because neither played more than 50 games, while Lundqvist was in 73. 
But the fact that Lundqvist was able to maintain that level across such a 
grueling season, when he didn’t have defensive support, is all the more 
impressive. 

“I think it developed his identity early in New York with those teams that 
weren’t great defensively because he loved the pressure,” Biron said. But 
other years, like his Vezina Trophy season in 2011-12 when he had 
some defensive support, showed that he could play no matter the team in 
front of him. 

“Whether it was in practice or games, he hated losing. He had a winning 
mentality,” former teammate Mats Zuccarello said. “That stood out the 
most about how he played and who he was.” 

Someone who was often on the other side of that was Alex Ovechkin, 
who said it was “a battle” all of those years against each other because 
he was one of the best. Despite having scouting reports that only grew as 
those matchups continued, it was still hard for one of the greatest goal-
scorers in the league to beat him. 

“We have video from previous games — how we played against each 
other, all the goals, how we scored, what position he was. But when you 
step on the ice, all the time it’s different situations,” Ovechkin said. “You 
think you’re going to shoot high, then you shoot low and he saves it.” 

Those battles often came during the playoffs and Lundqvist excelled in 
those pressure situations. 

With 61 playoff wins, he leads all Rangers goaltenders. Over 12 
postseasons, he played 130 playoff games and earned a cumulative .921 
all-situation save percentage. In his 10 playoff runs and 117 games 
started, Lundqvist has 54.5 goals saved above expected. 

“Just as a player, for me he’s the best goalie,” Zuccarello said, adding 
that his compete-level, skills and how he reads plays are what make him 
so tough to score on. 

Technical and physical abilities obviously are key contributors to 
Lundqvist’s success both in the regular season and in the playoffs. But 
so was his “laser-sharp focus,” Biron said. 

“I think that’s just in his DNA to just always work harder than everybody 
else,” Biron said. “His attention to details and his focus level was 
unmatched by anybody I think I’ve ever played with.” 

Steve Valiquette, who also shared the crease with Lundqvist and is 
currently an analyst for MSG Networks, echoed that. 

“He’s got a super high hockey IQ for goalies,” Valiquette said. “And he 
thought everything through. He didn’t just throw it against the wall and 
figure it out and freelance. It was a game plan.” 

And that’s something that Lundqvist never shut off. 

That extended to practice — even during morning skates following late 
game nights. That’s something Valiquette learned quickly when he was 
promoted to the team. The goalie recalled being a little tired, even after 
he didn’t start the game. 

“(Lundqvist) did and he’s taking shots after practice,” Valiquette said. “He 
just keeps taking breakaways, more breakaways, and I’m saying to 
myself, ‘What an a–hole. Like, just get off the ice. Practice is over, man. 
I’m done. I got nothing left. I want to get off the ice right now.’ And the 
new call-up guy can’t get off the ice before the starter, especially when 
he played the night before.” 

“He wanted everybody to see that there’s a difference between wanting 
to win and wanting to work every day to be able to win,” Biron added. 

And that same engagement and hunger to improve extended off the ice, 
as well. 

“When we would go for dinners on the road, he’s moving the salt and 
pepper shakers around to talk about how he thinks the defense should 
position themselves so he can get a better read through screens,” 
Valiquette said. 

The effort and attention to detail that defined Lundqvist’s playing career 
trickled into other aspects of his off-ice career, too — from his fashion to 
his transition into media. 

Lundqvist has always been one of the fashion leaders in hockey. Well, 
according to most, at least. “I wouldn’t say that,” Zuccarello joked, adding 
his style was overhyped. 
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But as Biron explained, he’s always been ahead of the curve when it 
comes to trends. But he usually doesn’t go completely casual. 

“There was always an added upscale side to his casual,” Biron said, 
even at team dinners. “He would have everything packed up nice and 
neat in his suitcase, and he had it well selected ahead of time.” 

And on road trips, he’d add to that collection — like in Anaheim, where 
he found a leather jacket he liked while shopping with his goalie partner. 
“Instead of buying one, he bought three of them in different colors,” Biron 
said. 

Being dressed in those trendy suits was all a part of the preparation on a 
game day, Valiquette said. 

That’s something he learned when the Rangers were overseas to open a 
season and the team wore Reebok tracksuits off the bus. 

“He sat behind me on the bus and he’s like, ‘Vally, can you believe this? I 
gotta wear a tracksuit to the game. How am I gonna play after wearing a 
tracksuit? I have to feel my suit. I have to feel like I’m ready to play.’” 

While the Rangers eventually pulled out the win, the game started rough. 
So when the club had another game, featuring pregame tracksuits, it’s no 
surprise that Lundqvist was the only player arriving in a three-piece suit. 

“He would not put that tracksuit back on, and stood on his head and we 
won both games,” Valiquette said. “There’s something there, to the 
mindset that was really important to Henrik on game day. Everything had 
to be tight. It had to be on and his mindset was going to be sharp from 
the moment that he woke up.” 

And that has carried over now that he’s in the broadcasting world, on 
both MSG and TNT broadcasts. 

“The challenge I think a lot of time for a player or goalie like Lundqvist is 
to be able to translate — and I’m not just saying like Swedish to English 
— I’m saying what’s in your brain and how you understand it, and put it in 
a way for people to understand,” Biron said. “His beautiful mind is so 
complex that at times it makes sense to him, but it doesn’t make sense to 
anybody else.” But Biron said Lundqvist is “doing an amazing job.” 

So Lundqvist is a generational talent. He’s a hockey fashion icon. And he 
has smoothly transitioned into a post-playing career in broadcasting. 

Best of all are his philanthropic efforts with the Henrik Lundqvist 
Foundation and his team-first mentality. 

“I met him when I first signed with the Rangers and he was so down-to-
earth to a point where I was like, ‘This is upsetting because I wanted him 
to be … this prima donna jerk,” Biron said. 

The work Lundqvist has done with his own foundation since 2014, and 
with the Garden of Dreams, have become such fundamental parts of his 
image since coming to New York. Just this week with his foundation, 
Lundqvist put game-worn skates turned into a Swarovski crystal art piece 
up for auction, with the proceeds going toward children’s health and 
education. His emphasis on community outreach is what’s made him 
such a game-changer off the ice, both during and after his playing days – 
whether it’s work in the public spotlight, or behind the scenes, he’s 
putting in. 

There’s one imperfect element to Lundqvist’s career: the ending — an 
untimely finish that was out of his control, with no Stanley Cup to show 
for his years of excellence. While Lundqvist’s career may feel incomplete 
without a Cup, there’s still another milestone to reach: the Hockey Hall of 
Fame, for which he’s eligible in 2023. 

“Certainly I’d be shocked if he’s not first-ballot Hall of Fame,” Valiquette 
said, citing his international career with Sweden as well. 

Biron was equally emphatic: “A first-ballot Hall of Famer, no doubt. After 
that, who cares where he’s ranked. Right? That’s the ultimate reward.” 

— Data via Hockey-Reference, Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, NHL, and 
Prashanth Iyer. 
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ESPN / Ranking the best lines in the NHL in the 2022-23 season 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

When it comes to the best lines in the NHL, Ryan O'Reilly has an expert 
opinion. 

He has centered a few great ones during his career, but the St. Louis 
Blues star is more familiar with having to defend against them. Like that 
one on the Dallas Stars that's currently reigning over the rest of the NHL: 
Jason Robertson's line with Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz. 

"I just remember playing against them, you had to work to close that gap 
and be tight to them. Because if you weren't close, they're dynamic. 
They're gonna be making plays if there's that separation. They'll just eat 
you up," O'Reilly told me recently. "One little breakdown. One little bit of 
separation. The next thing you know, it's in the back of the net. So it's 
extremely tough against those guys." 

That's what the great lines do. O'Reilly said the key to the best ones is 
the way they read the play, which is what Robertson's line does so 
adeptly. Three talented players, acting as one. Even a single line like that 
can be an energy source, powering a team for weeks. 

Here's our ranking of the top 20 lines in the NHL this season. Keep in 
mind that coaches, by their nature, frequently chop up their lineups. 
Hence, some of the groups here might no longer be together at the 
moment but could be down the line. Also, that line mixing meant some 
players were left out of the ranking: Kevin Fiala has had a good season 
for the Los Angeles Kings, but he has spent at least 10 minutes with six 
different line combinations. 

Injuries played a role, too. The Colorado Avalanche had two line combos 
that were outstanding last season. But injuries to Gabriel Landeskog, 
Valeri Nichushkin and now Nathan MacKinnon meant they didn't make 
this list. 

The basic standards for this ranking: We looked at lines that played a 
minimum of 75 minutes together at even strength. We tried to balance 
actual results with underlying numbers. In some cases, we've rewarded 
lines for the work they've done. In others, we're ranking them based on 
how they project with additional ice time together. 

Here are the top 20 lines in the NHL so far this season. Stats courtesy of 
Money Puck, Natural Stat Trick and Evolving Hockey. 

20. Buffalo Sabres: Jack Quinn-Dylan Cozens-JJ Peterka 

Praising a Buffalo line that doesn't feature Tage Thompson feels like 
praising a Bills receiver not named Stefon Diggs, and yet it's a different 
Sabres trio that makes the cut here. Cozens and his rookie wingers are 
like a shot of adrenaline for coach Don Granato's team, playing with pace 
and generating more high-danger shot attempts per 60 minutes (22.74) 
than Thompson's line with Jeff Skinner and Alex Tuch (19.75). 

"It's the speed, the chemistry, the speed and skill of those three players 
together," Granato said. "We're seeing Cozens' leadership in bringing 
those two along as fast as that." 

19. Montreal Canadiens: Kirby Dach-Nick Suzuki-Cole Caufield 

Every shift is an adventure for this young Canadiens trio. Through 26 
games, they're averaging 5.0 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 ... while 
giving up 4.2 goals per 60 minutes. They have a 16.5% shooting 
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percentage while Montreal has a .833 save percentage when when all 
three are on the ice. 

"We click well together," Dach said. "We just have to tidy up some things 
on the defensive end." Please don't. This is too much fun. 

18. Calgary Flames: Jonathan Huberdeau-Elias Lindholm-Tyler Toffoli 

Lindholm was like that meme from "Silicon Valley" where Zach Woods is 
staring mournfully through a rain-streaked window. The center watched 
Matthew Tkachuk and Johnny Gaudreau leave Calgary and take their 82 
combined goals with them. 

But the Flames did a solid for Lindholm, a 40-goal scorer himself last 
season. Huberdeau is one of the NHL's top playmakers. Toffoli knows his 
way around the net. They haven't come close to the offensive highs of 
Lindholm's previous unit, but they've posted some impressive defensive 
numbers so far. 

17. Columbus Blue Jackets: Johnny Gaudreau-Boone Jenner-Patrik 
Laine 

Ever since Johnny Hockey decided to take his talents to Columbus, there 
was the expectation that the Blue Jackets would load up a line with 
Gaudreau and Laine. When they're on the ice together at 5-on-5, the two 
wingers have an expected goals percentage that's 15% better relative to 
their teammates. Jenner earned the chance to be the man in the middle. 

This line has room for improvement: It's better offensively but worse 
defensively than expected. Losing Laine to injury for a stretch didn't help 
a promising line trying to find its rhythm. 

16. Toronto Maple Leafs: Michael Bunting-Auston Matthews-William 
Nylander 

This is a tricky line to rank. The best version of an Auston Matthews line 
is one that features Mitch Marner. But it's hard to be confident that coach 
Sheldon Keefe will put the M&M boys back together when Marner is 
currently lighting up the NHL like the Griswolds' Christmas light display 
while playing with John Tavares. In fact, his best numbers have been 
away from Matthews this season. 

While Marner and Tavares have cycled through wingers, these three 
have stuck together as a unit and a peculiar one at that: They only earn 
around 45% of the shot attempts at 5-on-5 but are giving up just 0.93 
goals against per 60 minutes while averaging 3.73 goals scored. This is 
further evidence that Matthews is one of the most underrated defensive 
players in the NHL. 

15. Tampa Bay Lightning: Brandon Hagel-Brayden Point-Nikita Kucherov 

The Lightning's top two lines were both contenders for this list, as Steven 
Stamkos's trio with Nick Paul and Alex Killorn had outpaced this group as 
far as actual output: 4.58 goals vs. 2.5 goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5. 

But the Kucherov line has the stronger possession numbers and 
outpaces the Stamkos line in expected goals. A line with Point and 
Kucherov is not going to shoot 7.7% at 5-on-5. It's just a matter of time 
before they catch fire. 

14. Vegas Golden Knights: Jonathan Marchessault-William Karlsson-
Reilly Smith 

The Misfit Line have been a trio since the Knights' inaugural season and 
were kept together when Smith re-signed last summer. You know what 
you're getting here: Intense forechecking, offensive chances, a little 
feistiness courtesy of Mr. Marchessault and an eerie Sedins-like hive 
mind chemistry. 

"We want to play fast, we have the same mindset, and I think that's why 
we're good together," Karlsson said earlier this season. While they still 
dominate in puck possession and high-danger chances, they've been 
uncharacteristically leaky defensively this season. 

13. Carolina Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast 

This is one of the most effective checking lines in the NHL that also offers 
up some offensive pop, as Martinook (seven goals) and Staal (six) have 
hit the back of the net with frequency through 26 games. Staal and Fast 
have been linemates for the last three seasons. Martinook essentially 
took over Nino Niederreiter's spot with this duo after the latter joined the 
Nashville Predators. 

I thought about putting some version of Seth Jarvis-Sebastian Aho-Some 
Other Winger here, but the Staal line is getting nearly 64% of the shot 
attempts and limiting opponents to 1.5 goals per 60 minutes. Jordan 
Staal has been a Selke Trophy finalist only once. How is that possible? 

12. Seattle Kraken: Jared McCann-Matty Beniers-Jordan Eberle 

Beniers was the preseason favorite to win rookie of the year because no 
matter what line the Kraken had him center, he was going to be flanked 
by a couple of strong veteran wingers. For a while, it was Eberle and 
Jaden Schwartz, forming a line with offensive pop but giving away too 
much defensively. 

That changed when analytics darling McCann was added to his wing, 
forming a line that earns 61% of the expected goals including a stellar 
1.78 expected goals against per 60 minutes. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins: Jason Zucker-Evgeni Malkin-Bryan Rust 

The Penguins' second line gets 62.6% of the expected goals, 62.5% of 
the scoring chances and 72.0% of the high-danger scoring chances 
when it's on the ice. The analytics say that they're better defensively than 
the results would indicate, but a Evgeni Malkin line in 2022 isn't out there 
to be a stopper. 

10. New York Rangers: Chris Kreider-Mika Zibanejad-Kaapo Kakko 

I hesitated putting this line on the list because it's basically been broken 
up twice. First when coach Gerard Gallant replaced Kakko with Jimmy 
Vesey, and then when he slid Zibanejad in the middle of Kakko and 
Alexis Lafreniere. 

But this trio, which played over 130 minutes together this season, was 
demonstrably their most effective line and one of the better ones in the 
NHL -- in quality of play, if not direct results. As the raw numbers go, they 
generated only four goals and surrendered four, with a paltry shooting 
percentage of 4.49%. As the analytics go, they had an expected goals 
percentage of 65.9% with 4.3 expected goals per 60 minutes. The 
potential is there if Gallant decides to remake this group in his line 
blender. 

9. Edmonton Oilers: Zach Hyman-Connor McDavid-Leon Draisaitl 

The Oilers famously keep their two megastars separated most of the 
time. McDavid and Draisaitl have only averaged 6:06 of ice time per 
game together at 5-on-5 this season. It's an impressive amount of 
restraint given that the duo have outscored opponents by 21 goals over 
the last three seasons. 

When Edmonton does unite the mega powers, as they have with Hyman 
for nearly 85 minutes this season, the Oilers get 70% of the goals and 
61.3% of the scoring chances. Small sample size acknowledged, they 
averaged 6.39 goals per 60 minutes. They're like a kaiju that the Oilers 
can unleash to stomp a city when the mood suits them. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins: Rickard Rakell-Sidney Crosby-Jake Guentzel 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said before the season that Guentzel is 
"one of the few guys that can think the game on the same level as a 
player like Crosby," which is why this duo has clicked for about seven 
years. Rakell showed potential as their lineup after last season's trade 
deadline -- and what an incentive to re-sign in Pittsburgh, eh? 

The trio has built on that tease, with a plus-8 goal differential and a stellar 
1.65 goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 in 22 games. 

7. New Jersey Devils: Erik Haula-Jack Hughes-Jesper Bratt 
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New Jersey's top line had been one of the best two-way units in the NHL. 
Hughes and Bratt worked well together, with a plus-12 goal differential 
over the last three seasons when they share the ice. Haula joined them 
after Ondrej Palat's injury, and away they've gone: 3.9 goals per 60 
minutes and earning nearly 70% of the scoring chances. 

They're devastating off the rush but know how to take care of their own 
zone, too, thanks in large part to Hughes' noticeable improvement as a 
defender. An incredible line for the Devils, although one coach Lindy Ruff 
decided to break up ... for now. 

6. Ottawa Senators: Brady Tkachuk-Tim Stutzle-Claude Giroux 

The first quarter of the season was a forgettable one for Ottawa, but this 
line was a keeper. Coach D.J. Smith flipped Giroux onto a line with 
Tkachuk and Stutzle to replace an offensively challenged -- at least this 
season -- Drake Batherson. He found a trio that combines Tkachuk's 
consistency, Stutzle's high-pace game and Giroux's veteran savvy. 

The results have been stellar: They get 63.8% of the expected goals, 
65% of the high-danger scoring chances and are giving up just 1.63 
goals per 60 minutes of 5-on-5 play. 

5. New Jersey Devils: Fabian Zetterlund-Nico Hischier-Tomas Tatar 

The numbers for this line are absolutely staggering. They outscored 
opponents 8-1 at 5-on-5, for a 0.46 goals against per 60 minutes 
average. They earned 62% of the shot attempts and 63% of the scoring 
chances. They were better defensively than the Hughes line and paced 
with them offensively. 

Hischier was the fulcrum of the line, putting together a Selke Trophy-
worthy season while tallying the second most even-strength points on the 
Devils (20) behind Hughes. Ruff shuffled up his lines recently, moving 
Jesper Bratt with Tatar and Hischier, and elevating Dawson Mercer to the 
Hughes line. Based on sample size, we have to give the nod to this line 
... but that new unit with Bratt could very well eclipse it. 

4. Florida Panthers: Carter Verhaeghe-Aleksander Barkov-Matthew 
Tkachuk 

The Panthers traded Huberdeau for Tkachuk, so naturally they tried to 
recreate the dynamic they had last season: Barkov on one line, Tkachuk 
sliding next to Sam Bennett on the second line. But near the end of 
October, Florida got a taste of what Tkachuk could do with Barkov and 
Verhaeghe, and now they're feasting on opposing teams. 

The trio have a plus-8 goal differential and earn just over 72% of the 
scoring chances. They average 5.85 goals per 60 minutes while giving 
up just 1.18 goals per 60. A steamroller of a line that's been thwarted 
only by Barkov's injury troubles. 

3. Vegas Golden Knights: Chandler Stephenson-Jack Eichel-Mark Stone 

The top line on the Golden Knights had a plus-13 goal differential through 
26 games, which is to be expected with Eichel scoring 21 of his 29 points 
at even strength. But the reason this line dominates isn't its offense: The 
trio averaged 1.42 goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, and the 
Knights have a .942 save percentage when they're on the ice together. 

Some of that is to be expected when Mark Stone, perhaps the best 
defensive winger in the NHL, is patrolling out there. But don't sleep on 
how much Eichel's defensive game has improved. Add Stephenson to 
those two and Vegas hit the jackpot. 

2. Boston Bruins: Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Jake DeBrusk 

Marchand and Bergeron are no strangers to these lists. On our 2018 
ranking, their line with David Pastrnak was second overall to the 
Avalanche's trio of Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon and Mikko 
Rantanen, whose absence on this list can be chalked up primarily to 
injuries. 

The Bruins' top line put DeBrusk with their most dynamic duo, and it's 
been stellar: According to Money Puck, they have the NHL's best 
expected goals ratio at 70.6%. They are allowing 0.48 goals per 60 

minutes. They're earning nearly 70% of the scoring chances. The Bruins 
had a .988 save percentage with them on the ice! Another season of 
Bergeron meant another dynamic top line for the B's. But not the NHL's 
best ... 

1. Dallas Stars: Jason Robertson-Roope Hintz-Joe Pavelski 

There was probably some hipster-pick, analytics-brain way to argue 
against the Stars' headliners as the best line in the NHL. I could mention 
how Money Puck has them with the 21st highest expected goals 
percentage (59.8%). Or that Evolving Hockey has them at 14th in goals-
for percentage (73.4%), behind some of the lines already listed here. 
There are undoubtedly counterarguments to the argument, 
counternarratives to the narrative. There always are. 

None of them can dissuade me from crowning these kings. 

Through 25 games, this trio has outscored opponents 23-8, good for a 
1.96 goals against per 60 minutes average to balance out their offensive 
dominance. They gobble up 58% of the shot attempts and 65% of the 
high-danger shot attempts. Hintz is the defensive ace. Pavelski is the 
score-at-all-costs veteran. Robertson is the high-octane goal scorer 
whose 23 goals in 26 games led the NHL. They're the gold standard at 
the moment, the line that's worth the price of admission or your minutes 
streaming the game. 

About the only thing they haven't earned is a nickname. Which is a 
shame, because every great line deserves one. And this is a great, great 
line. 

Due respect to Athanasiou, but "hurting guys on the other team" is an 
indelible skill in this league, especially if the player can stay on the right 
side of the rule book when doing so. The Rangers don't win their first-
round playoff series last spring if Trouba doesn't injure Sidney Crosby, 
and he impacted their second-round series with a hit on Carolina's Seth 
Jarvis. Tom Wilson delivered a series of injurious hits during the 
Washington Capitals' Cup run in 2018, earning a three-game suspension 
for one of them that broke the jaw of Pittsburgh's Zach Aston-Reese. 

You don't want to see anyone injured in this sport. But it happens, and 
the fact is that a player who can deliver those hits while also playing 21 
minutes per game or on the opposite wing of Alex Ovechkin doesn't only 
justify their paycheck but becomes coveted. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Tage Thompson 

Four goals in the first period against the Blue Jackets, five for the game 
and six points overall on Wednesday night. In the span of three years, 
Tage Thompson went from being synonymous with one of the Sabres' 
most regrettable trades to having 21 goals in 25 games and teasing a run 
at the single-game NHL scoring record. Incredible. 

Loser: Jordan Binnington 

St. Louis Blues coach Craig Berube called out Binnington for another on-
ice outburst and for jawing with the Pittsburgh bench: "It's got to stop. It 
doesn't help any. Just play goal. Stop the puck." He then met with 
Binnington privately to talk about frustrations and emotions. When a dude 
who played with Ron Hextall has to give lectures about decorum for his 
goaltender ... 

Winner: Matt Murray 

Murray hasn't always been an analytics darling, but his performance 
against the Stars on Tuesday made NHL fancy stats history. According to 
Money Puck, Murray's 5.979 goals saved above expected was the best 
for a goalie in a shutout since modern stats started. 

Loser: Harassing grandmas 

On Oct. 31, a Toronto Maple Leafs fan tweeted at the grandmother of 
GM Kyle Dubas that he should be fired for mismanaging the team. Since 
then, the Leafs are 12-1-4 and within range of first place in their division, 
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thanks in part to Murray, Dubas' hand-picked goalie, playing outstanding 
hockey. 

Winner: 'The Mighty Ducks' 

The Disney hockey classic was honored by the New York Jets, who wore 
jerseys from the movie to their game against the Minnesota Vikings ... 
and then they continued the tribute by losing. 

Loser: Colorado Avalanche 

MacKinnon joins Landeskog, Nichushkin, Josh Manson and Bowen 
Byram among the team's injured regulars. It's been a janky, wonky, weird 
title defense for the champs. But in the end, they know they just have to 
get healthy, get in and they can win. Again. 

Puck headlines 

    Enjoyed this informative piece from Thibaud Chatel on how to track a 
hockey game. "Tracking a game should be fun, you are watching hockey 
and learning stuff. If it gets tiring, it's a sign you might want to reconsider 
part of your enterprise." 

    Interesting take on the Carey Price controversy this week that focuses 
on the Montreal Canadiens' role in it. "As for the Canadiens, it is striking 
to see that despite all the changes made in the communications 
department and the marked improvement in media relations specifically, 
they still found themselves mired in a similar situation, swimming 
upstream and playing catch-up hockey in terms of public relations." 

    Ryan Clark's rookie rankings. It would take a heck of an effort to 
outshine Logan Thompson, but Stuart Skinner and Pyotr Kochetkov are 
very much still on my Calder Trophy radar. 

    Examining the Ryan Reaves Effect in Minnesota. "His presence -- he's 
a veteran guy, obviously his physical presence. There's no messing 
around out there. He keeps the room loose, I think, from not being in 
there all the time." 

    "A Deep Aesthetic Analysis of the NHL's Digital Board Ad Glitches." I 
still think the tech is awesome. I also think the NHL really thought fans 
would overlook its current limitations more than they have. 
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Sportsnet.ca / No passengers riding Maple Leafs' hot streak: 'We 
dominate today' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

December 9, 2022, 12:29 AM 

 

TORONTO – Forever ago (or maybe it was October), when the Toronto 
Maple Leafs were lost, fumbling and all out of sorts, head coach Sheldon 
Keefe leaned hard on one adjective to describe their unrefined brand of 
hockey: disconnected. 

The forwards weren’t helping the defencemen enough, and the blueliners 
couldn’t time their tape. 

Reads, passes, press conferences, body language… little around the 
team, on or off ice, felt in sync. The coach knew it. They players felt it. 
And the fans could see it. 

Playing for the Leafs was like inviting a blind date to a Dining in the 
Dark restaurant. The intentions may have been good, but when the lights 
flicked on, it was a mess. 

My, what a difference a hot streak and some cool confidence can make. 

On Thursday, from puck drop to buzzer, from crease to crease, pair to 
pair, line through line, the Maple Leafs submitted their most complete — 
most connected — 60 minutes of the season, thrashing the Los Angeles 
Kings 5-0. 

As easy as the Maple Leafs are making wins appear during their 13-
game point streak, this wagon run is the product of hundreds of tiny 
conversations and line tweaks, motivations and decisions. 

Like this one, which will surely zip under the radar on a night where 
Mitchell Marner went full-crank slapshot to extend his record-breaking 
point streak to 21 games and goaltender-slash-comedian Ilya Samsonov 
reeled off the Leafs’ second shutout in under 48 hours. 

About a week ago, Manny Malhotra pulled Zach Aston-Reese aside for a 
talk. The assistant coach challenged the fourth-line checker to be more 
physical, throw more hits. After all, that is a big piece of what attracted 
Toronto to the winger in free agency. 

Aston-Reese took the message to heart and came out hungry to impact 
the game in the small way a role player can. 

Following a scoreless first period, in which the home side dominated 
possession, Aston-Reese caught L.A.’s Arthur Kaliyev with his head 
down at centre ice, looking at the puck in his feet, and levelled the King 
onto a highlight show near you. 

Blake Lizotte rushed to fight Aston-Reese, and the Leaf took him down 
too. 

Instigator Lizotte got dinged for a slashing minor, and Aston-Reese’s 
fellow bottom-sixer Pierre Engvall sniped on the ensuing power-play. 

“That hit and the fight woke up the crowd a little bit,” said Aston-Reese. “I 
was so happy to see Pierre score there, too. Then the floodgates 
opened.” 

Sixty-six seconds later, Toronto had mounted a 3-0 lead, thanks to 
hardworking goals from David Kämpf and William Nylander. Comically, 
the PA announcer twice had to stop reading out scorers’ names because 
Scotiabank Arena was already celebrating a new goal. 

One of those four-encore nights for Hall & Oates. And a four-hit evening 
for Aston-Reese. 

By the time Marner and Auston Matthews piled on, the outcome was 
already a foregone conclusion. 

Matthews is happy to gush over his superstar pal Marner, of 
course: “Nice clap-bomb he had there. I didn’t know he could shoot the 
puck like that.” 

But he, too, understands the valuable connections that must be made 
between role players like Kämpf and Aston-Reese to the multimillionaire 
superstars hogging all the headlines and job security in this market. 

“Those are the kind of things that happen in the game that make a small 
difference. They go a long way,” Matthews said of Aston-Reese’s hit. 

“Definitely got some energy in the crowd. Then a couple quick goals, and 
we got them back on their heels.” 

Aston-Reese didn’t register a single point. Wasn’t named one of the 
game’s three stars. And yet it was he who was handed the club’s player 
of the game belt by former champ Matt Murray. 

Are we arguing that the Maple Leafs would’ve lost to the Kings had 
Aston-Reese not thrown a nasty body check? Of course not. The 
sharper, more talented squad won the day in a landslide. 

We are saying that it’s imperative everyone in that dressing room feels 
involved — gets connected — if the top-heavy Maple Leafs are to enjoy 
sustained success come springtime. 

On Thursday, there were no passengers. 
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“Just a full team effort, all around. Those are the types of games that you 
want to play,” Matthews says. 

Adds Samsonov: “D-zone, offensive zone, we dominate today.” 

In the wake of his group’s most complete effort, as all his strings seem to 
be pulling in the same direction, does Keefe kind of wish it was March 
already? 

“Whether I do or not, there’s no point in thinking about it,” Keefe replies, 
swallowing a sly smile. 

“It’s not. So, we’ve got a long road ahead.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Heartbreaking shoulder injury for Nick Robertson, who was set up for a 
decent run in Toronto’s top six with Calle Järnkrok already sidelined. 

“You feel for the kid. He gives everything he has to the game,” Keefe 
said. “Feels a little differently when it’s a young guy like him, and he’s 
had his fair share of injuries each year that he’s played professionally. 
Tough thing for him.” 

Robertson will bounce back. It’s what he does. 

Did Auston Matthews catch a glimpse of his famous friend’s outfit? 

“Hard to miss,” Matthews smiles. 

The Biebs joined the players in the dressing room to celebrate post-
game. 

Should it be necessary to drop the gloves after a clean check? 

“I was ready for it,” Aston-Reese shrugs. “Any time there’s a big hit, I 
think it’s just the culture. If your buddy, your teammate, gets hit hard, 
you’re gonna stick up for him. I have no problem with it. It’s part of the 
game. You just have to be ready to answer the bell.” 

• Ten-year pro Logan Shaw, 30, was named captain of the Marlies, 
taking over duties from Rich Clune. He has 25 points through 22 games, 
on track for his most productive AHL season. 

“The Leafs organization is what I watched growing up,” says the Nova 
Scotia native. “It’s not an easy league. You’re on the bus for long hours, 
and sometimes it can get pretty crappy, but I just want to make sure that 
everyone knows that I’m there to support them. I’m on an American 
League deal, so I’m here to help those guys.” 

Coach Greg Moore was impressed by Shaw’s effort to build relationships 
with everyone within the Marlies from the outset of camp: “Really strong 
emotional intelligence of just knowing what’s needed and how to feel out 
moments. And he’s just super competitive, and he backs it up on the ice. 
[He] demands a lot of himself and demands a lot of the team.” 

• Marner keeps saying Kämpf deserves much more credit than he 
receives. 

“It’s huge for me, from a guy like him,” Kämpf says. 

In addition to his stellar defensive play, the $1.5-million bargain centre is 
producing at an 11-goal, 32-point clip. He’s on track for his greatest 
offensive season. 

Toronto is undefeated in regulation (14-0-1) whenever Kämpf scores a 
goal. 

Maybe it’s time to talk extension. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With second straight three-point game, Jets' Dubois 
proving he’s a man on a mission 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

December 9, 2022, 2:23 AM 

 

WINNIPEG — Blake Wheeler knows a thing or two about being a high 
draft pick who takes some time to figure out just how powerful he can be 
on the ice. 

So when the veteran Winnipeg Jets right-winger is asked about the 
emergence of Pierre-Luc Dubois, he’s got a wide catalogue of 
experiences to look back on before delving into an analysis on the 
obvious growth of the guy who has grown into a high-leverage situation 
centre this season. 

Dubois is coming off an excellent season, but the body of work has only 
improved during the opening quarter and change of this new one, and 
Thursday night was simply the latest entry in this memorable chapter. 

By producing two more goals and an assist in this 5-2 triumph over the 
St. Louis Blues, Dubois put together a second straight three-point outing, 
pushing himself over the point-per-game mark (13 goals and 28 points in 
25 games). 

“He's just an incredibly powerful guy, you know, and he's still just a kid so 
I think he's still trying to... Sometimes, for big guys, it's tough to 
understand what an asset that can be,” Wheeler told reporters. “The 
natural tendency is you don't want to stand out like that. You kind of want 
to fit in with everyone else. He's just a powerful guy and when he's 
playing downhill, you can't stop him, so I think he's found a rhythm right 
now where, when the puck's on his stick, he's tough to take off of it.” 

The assessment from Wheeler is bang-on. 

Dubois looks like a man on a mission these days and his inspired play is 
one of the reasons the Jets improved to 17-7-1 on the season and 
continue to be tied atop the Central Division with the Dallas Stars, 
heading into Friday’s game at the United Center against the Chicago 
Blackhawks (while still holding two games in hand). 

Dubois opened the scoring by getting to the blue paint and converting a 
nifty pass from Mark Scheifele, who scooped up a puck that sailed wide 
after a point shot by Logan Stanley at 15:49 of the first period. 

Dubois then took a crafty pass from Kyle Connor before finding Scheifele 
for a one-timer that led to a rebound goal from Wheeler — a power play 
marker that capped a stretch of fantastic puck movement and motion. 

To round out the performance, Dubois took the puck on an end to end 
rush and beat Thomas Greiss with a sneak-attack wrister that made it a 
4-1 game and provided some valuable insurance — especially after Josh 
Leivo cut into the deficit just over three minutes later as the Blues made a 
push. 

Did we mention Dubois drew another penalty? 

This is becoming a true rinse and repeat moment in nearly every game, 
as Dubois continues to sit among the league leaders in this under-the-
radar yet incredibly important category. 

This penalty on Blue defenceman Colton Parayko for tripping led to 
Wheeler’s goal that proved to be the game-winner. 

“He’s strong on the puck, he’s been good defensively. He’s been great 
on the power play,” Jets head coach Rick Bowness told reporters. “His 
line has been outstanding for us, so this is the best I’ve seen him play. 
We’re just going to keep pushing him because he can be a dominant 
centre in this league. There’s no question.” 

Much has been made about the conversation Bowness had with 
alternate captain Josh Morrissey after he was hired, the one where he 
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outlined how he wanted the defenceman to be in the Top-10 in Norris 
Trophy voting at the end of the season. 

In his chat with Dubois, Bowness didn’t come right out and say he 
wanted him to be in the Selke conversation but he did express a desire to 
see him grow his all-around game. 

During a post-game chat with reporters on the scene in St. Louis on 
Thursday about where he felt he was in the process, Dubois sees 
progress but also made it clear he is asking a lot of himself. 

“It’s not easy. Going out there every night and trying to be a difference 
maker on both ends of the ice. It can easily tilt one way or another,” said 
Dubois, who extended his point streak to seven games. “I think some 
games I’ve done a good job and some games maybe tilted the wrong 
way. It’s a process. Talking to the staff here, they’ve been great at trying 
to push everybody to be the best player they can be. For me, individually, 
that’s what I want to become and I want to help this team. It’s a long 
process, but I think with hard work, video, and conversations with the 
staff, I have no doubt I can get there. 

“Playing with my size, sometimes it can be good, but I don’t want to 
become static out there and not moving, and just trying to use my body. 
You also want to use your feet to get away from trouble. Some guys, they 
become the player they want to be at 19 or 20, some guys it takes 
longer.” 

This 25-game block has only reinforced the importance of trying to get 
Dubois signed to a long-term extension. 

Jets' Dubois on expectations of being the best two-way centreman: 'It's 
not easy' 

Whether that process begins in January — when talks can resume — or 
drags into the summer, it will be a storyline that many will monitor with 
keen interest. 

With his blend of power and production, Dubois brings an element that is 
tough to find — and even tougher to replace once you’ve seen that high-
end potential up close. 

The Jets are going to need a replacement for winger Saku Maenalanen, 
who left Thursday’s game with a suspected shoulder injury after he was 
on the receiving end of a body check from Blues defenceman Niko 
Mikkola just under five minutes into the contest. 

Maenalanen went into the boards awkwardly and given how he was 
holding his right arm as he left the ice, it wouldn’t be surprising if it was a 
separated shoulder. 

Bowness said he wouldn’t have an update on the severity of the injury 
until the Jets return to Winnipeg. 

Maenalanen isn’t a big point producer (four goals, six points in 25 
games), but he’s done an excellent job on the penalty kill and provides a 
nice combination of size and skating ability while playing on a line with 
Adam Lowry recently. 

“It's a big wrench. That's been a very good line, and he's been playing 
the best hockey of the whole year the last five or six games. Saku is one 
of our top penalty killers and he's on our checking line,” said Bowness. 
“He's been outstanding for us. So that's a big hole. You just spread the 
minutes out. So next man up.” 

Veteran Sam Gagner is expected to draw back into the lineup on Friday, 
but if Maenalanen joins Nikolaj Ehlers (sports hernia) and Mason 
Appleton (wrist) on the long-term injury list, it will be interesting if the Jets 
look to bolster the forward group via trade or simply lean on internal 
candidates to take on an expanded role. 

The Jets have built themselves a bit of breathing room in the standings 
— moving into first place in the Western Conference in points percentage 
(.700, just ahead of the Vegas Golden Knights) — but things can change 
quickly. 

One of the reasons the Jets have enjoyed so much success is the 
renewed offensive attack, as they’ve scored five or more goals in six of 
the past seven games, which has moved them into 11th place in the NHL 
in goals per game (3.36). 

On the flip side, the Jets are fourth in the NHL in goals against per game 
(2.52) and the play of Connor Hellebuyck has a great deal to do with that, 
given how dialled in he’s been. 

“Yeah, he makes the big saves look easy almost, so that's just a 
testament to how confident he is right now,” said Wheeler. 
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TSN.CA / World Junior candidates face enhanced screening process 
from Hockey Canada 

 

Rick Westhead 

5-6 minutes 08/12/2022 

 

Hockey Canada for the first time is requiring players, coaches and staff 
who are candidates to represent Team Canada at the upcoming World 
Juniors to fill out screening forms providing details about whether they 
have a criminal record or have ever been threatened with disciplinary 
action by any organization. They must also consent to a search of their 
past social media activity.  

The four-page form has been provided to prospective coaches and staff 
members, as well as players and parents of those players who are 
minors, a Hockey Canada spokesperson wrote in an email to TSN. 
Players for all Hockey Canada’s national teams, including men’s, 
women’s and para teams, will be required to fill out the forms moving 
forward. 

All players, coaches and staff members scheduled to participate in Team 
Canada’s selection camp, which opens Friday, have completed the 
enhanced screening, Hockey Canada said. Canada will hold a training 
camp from Dec. 9-12 in Moncton and is scheduled to play two games 
against a university all-star team before naming its final 23-player roster 
on Dec. 12. The tournament is set to run from Dec. 26 to Jan. 5 in 
Moncton and Halifax. 

“As part of its Action Plan, Hockey Canada announced in July an 
enhanced screening process for all players, coaches and team staff 
identified for potential participation in Hockey Canada high-performance 
programs that goes beyond criminal record checks and references from 
team officials about on-ice abilities,” a Hockey Canada spokesperson 
wrote in an email to TSN. 

“Such assessments form part of the determination of whether these 
individuals are eligible for invitation to Hockey Canada programs. As part 
of this process, a screening request is sent to adult players, coaches and 
team staff, as well as parents of players who are minors. This request 
includes a screen of social media accounts. Once complete, all screening 
materials are reviewed, and based on such reviews, decisions are made 
regarding the appropriateness of individuals to be granted roster spots 
and for staff occupying designated positions.” 

Hockey Canada said it has hired a “leading third-party provider” to 
conduct searches of social media accounts. It did not identify the 
company and did not respond to a question about how that company 
would search relevant accounts that were set to private. 

The introduction of a screening form comes as Hockey Canada 
continues to try to restore public confidence, which has been badly 
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battered in recent months amid revelations about how the organization’s 
top officials responded to an alleged sexual assault in June 2018 
involving players who starred for Canada at the World Juniors 
tournament months earlier. 

The form asks coaches, staff members and prospective national team 
players if they have ever used a different identity and notes that the 
failure to disclose truthful information may be considered an intentional 
omission and could impact current or future national team selections and 
opportunities. 

 The form also asks whether they have ever been disciplined or 
sanctioned by a sport and/or volunteer body or by any other disciplinary 
panel of any kind. 

“Are sanctions, including those from a sport body, private tribunal or 
government agency, currently pending or threatened against you?” the 
form asks. “Is there anything we should know about you that could 
negatively impact Hockey Canada’s reputation as it relates to your team 
selection?” 

Coaches, staff members and prospective national team players who are 
19 and older are asked whether they have a criminal record. If they do, 
they are asked to specify the name or type of offence, the jurisdiction of 
the court or tribunal involved, the year they were convicted, and the 
penalty or punishment imposed. 

"I recognize that I must pass certain screening requirements as a player, 
and that the screening committee will determine my eligibility to be 
selected as a player for Hockey Canada,” the form says. “This could 
include the completion of an enhanced police information check and/or 
vulnerable sector check, third-party social media screening, the 
completion of this form and other requirements.” 

Besides implementing its “character screening process,” Hockey Canada 
has also become a signatory to the Office of the Sport Integrity 
Commissioner, a new federal agency that will accept and investigate 
credible abuse complaints and is mandating sexual violence and consent 
training for all national team players, coaches and staff. 
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In recent years, the National Hockey League has instituted a miniature 
break around the Christmas holiday. The break has become one of the 
notable milestones in the regular-season schedule – most teams have 
completed between 40 and 45 per cent of games, and consequently, we 
start to build confidence in the playoff prospects of all 32 teams. 

How much confidence we should have at this juncture is an interesting 
question, but we can lean on historical data to estimate how frequently 
teams seated in playoff positions at the Christmas break go on to qualify 
for the postseason. 

We can also differentiate between playoff teams. Looking at this year’s 
standings, you would be foolish to bet against a team like the Boston 
Bruins (currently playing at a 141-point pace; first in the NHL), who have 
banked an extraordinary number of points. 

Compare that to the Colorado Avalanche, defending Stanley Cup 
champions. We might love everything about the organization and the 

talent on-ice, but injuries have crushed their performance early on, and 
their 92-point pace puts them in a much more precarious position than 
anyone expected.  

In hockey lexicon, we are accustomed to using American Thanksgiving 
as one of the first signposts, knowing that about 75 per cent of teams in 
playoff positions on that day will go on to qualify for the postseason. By 
the time the Christmas holiday comes around, that number is surprisingly 
unchanged – again, about 75 per cent of teams in playoff position will go 
on to qualify. 

What’s different about the Christmas holiday is the confidence we have 
built in the top tier of teams. With an extra month of games played, the 
likelihood – or the certainty we have – in the quality of teams at the top of 
the NHL standings is strengthened. 

If we look at the past 15 years of 82-game regular seasons, we can see 
how difficult it is for a team outperforming early in the season to miss the 
playoffs. In fact, if you are a top-five team in the NHL by the time the 
Christmas holiday rolls around, your playoff qualification rate is 100 per 
cent. 

The graph below shows playoff probability by seed at the time of the 
Christmas holiday: 

Using this data in the context of the approaching holiday, we can make 
some reasonable assumptions about the top performers of the 2022-23 
NHL season. 

Though we are still a couple of weeks out from Christmas, a 
categorization exercise using the historical data would establish some 
tiers of confidence in relation to the likelihood of playoff qualification. 

Simply put, the Eastern Conference should already start penciling in the 
Boston Bruins, New Jersey Devils, and Toronto Maple Leafs as playoff 
teams. 

In the Western Conference, we should be exceptionally sure to see the 
Vegas Golden Knights come playoff-time, but the Winnipeg Jets and 
Seattle Kraken have positioned themselves similarly well. What a story 
that would be for both of those franchises – the Jets returning from a 
one-year playoff hiatus under new head coach Rick Bowness, and the 
Kraken qualifying for their first postseason ever. 

As for teams like the injury-riddled Colorado Avalanche and Minnesota 
Wild? It’s time to start banking points, or they are going to be one of 
those four teams we can expect to see pushed out of the playoff picture 
by season’s end. 
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