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NHL Power Rankings: Which teams are lying to you? 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

Around this time of year there’s one question that is on every 
savvy hockey fan’s mind: Is this team real or is this team 
fake? 

The standings have a tendency to lie in small samples, but 
around 25 games is where those small samples start looking 
pretty alluring. Hockey is a chaotic sport where we need a lot 
more than 25 games to know what’s real and what isn’t… but 
that doesn’t stop many from trying to figure it out before then. 

Advertisement 

It’s that exact reason that makes power rankings such a 
popular story every week across all sports. We all know the 
standings are liars sometimes, but we all disagree to what 
degree they lie to us. It’s what fosters such colorful nightly 
discussion about every team. 

Since this is The Power Rankings, we wanted to offer our 
own take on which team’s records are the real deal right now 
and which records are lying to us. The results may surprise 
you. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 
Record: 21-3-1 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Bruins are an elite team and without a doubt the 
league’s best team right now. They’ve been staples at the 
top of the power rankings for nearly the entire season for a 
reason. But is their record for real? Not a chance. No team 
can sustain winning 84 percent of the time and Boston’s 141-
point pace is just silly. It would utterly annihilate the NHL 
record. There’s simply no way that happens. This is an easy 
one. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 2 
Record: 21-4-1 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

Is their record for real? No. 

Same logic, different time. God bless the Devils; without that 
13-game winning streak, we’d have had nearly nothing to 
talk about in November. It put to bed a bunch of stale 
“offseason champs” jokes, saved Lindy Ruff’s job and gave 
us, at long last, a new Eastern Conference team worth some 
attention. That said, it’s written somewhere in league bylaws 
that any team with Vitek Vanecek as its goaltender cannot 
play a full season at a 136-point pace. It might actually be 
illegal. We’re checking on that. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 3 
Record: 17-5-6 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 3 

Is their record for real? No. 

Six of Toronto’s 40 points have come via losing so that’s 
already a red flag. Another red flag is that every expert and 
pundit thinks this team needs a defenseman and yet the 
Leafs somehow didn’t lose a single game in regulation with 
their top three defensemen all out of the lineup at the same 
time while posting some of the best defensive numbers in the 
league. That’s the kind of run that just doesn’t add up. If 
everyone thinks the team needs a defenseman and is 
succeeding despite that deficiency — that success has to be 
a hall of mirrors inside a house of cards. The only other 
explanation is that the Leafs are a good defensive team and 
that would simply be preposterous. The losses will start 
coming soon. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 6 
Record: 19-8-1 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 4 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Golden Knights’ existence is predicated on the principle 
that each year, the results get a little worse. For the time 
being, they seem to have reversed that. Simply impossible. 
Kelly McCrimmon was due to red-paper-clip this roster into 
the bottom 10, and it hasn’t happened. 

Speaking a little more rationally, they’re performing a hair 
below what you’d expect from the league’s fifth-best point-
percentage squad. They’re a top-10 five-on-five team with 
blasé special teams. Playoff contender? Absolutely. And the 
Western Conference is, to coin a phrase, “bad” — so things 
might hold together a little better than we’re anticipating. But, 
yeah, they’re outkicking the coverage a bit. 

5. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 7 
Record: 17-7-1 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Jets finally crack the top five this week and the team’s 
17-7-1 record has them fourth in the league by points 
percentage. You’re probably thinking “great, another week of 
the Jets getting dumped on by the Power Rankings Losers.” 
Guess again. The Jets deserve more. 
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We all know Connor Hellebuyck is one of the absolute best 
goalies in the world and he’s doing his part this year with 
some of the best goaltending numbers in the league. But if 
we take that at face value and already bake it into our 
expectations for Winnipeg, this team should actually be even 
better considering their shooters have been just average. 

The Jets have scored as many goals as expected which is 
unusual for a team that usually has pretty strong shooting 
talent. Kyle Connor in particular has scored more goals than 
expected in every season of his career with 178 goals on 
143 expected goals before this season, but is only at 11 
goals off of 12 expected goals. 

He should be closer to 16 goals based on his usual efficiency 
and those extra five goals would give Winnipeg close to one 
extra win. Add an injury to Nikolaj Ehlers to that (seriously, 
how are the Jets doing this without arguably their best 
forward?!) and Winnipeg should be closer to the Bostons and 
New Jerseys of the world … not below Toronto. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 5 
Record: 14-7-5 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 5 

Is their record for real? No. 

Both of us like the Stars a little more than their eighth-place 
points percentage indicates. A lot of that has to do with the 
top of the lineup, where Jason Robertson is playing a tick 
under a 70-goal pace, and in net, where Jake Oettinger is on 
track to land on a bunch of Vezina ballots. Dallas is really 
good and really fun, with the sort of talent in place that helps 
teams outpace their expected goals numbers. 

Most relevantly here, they’re just 1-1-5 in one-goal games. 
That record isn’t in line with their talent level. Next week’s 
Metro tour will be interesting. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 8 
Record: 16-9-1 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 7 

Is their record for real? No. 

After three straight Stanley Cup Final berths with two 
championships, everyone knows the “real” games for the 
Lightning start in April. All of these games are fake to Tampa 
Bay so it doesn’t matter if the team’s 16-9-1 record translates 
to a perfectly acceptable 104-point pace. Because their real 
record is whether they win 16 games in the playoffs, not 
before Christmas. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 12 
Record: 14-8-4 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 8 

Is their record for real? No. 

Pittsburgh’s power play stinks. It could easily wind up as a 
real problem for them down the stretch. With that 
established, this increasingly looks like a good team that 
combined bad play and crummy luck to go 0-6-1 in late 
October and early November. Even then, they were playing 
well enough to mix in a win or two, avoid the skid and stop a 
whole bunch of questions before they began. 

Now, they’re on a 10-2-2 heater that has them squarely in 
the second tier of Eastern Conference teams. It’s far too 
early to say the playoffs are a lock, but if they play their next 
56 games the way they’ve played most of their first 26, the 
streak will continue. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 9 
Record: 14-6-6 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 9 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Hurricanes expected goal differential: plus-24. 

The Hurricanes actual goal differential: plus-2. 

That gives us two reasons for Carolina’s record being not 
real. First off, this team is so much better than the way 
they’re playing. A few more pucks going in and the 
Hurricanes look like a contender again. At the same time, 
Carolina’s goal differential is only plus-2? That screams “fake 
team.” It’s tied for 15th in the league. So while we believe the 
Hurricanes are good, perhaps even better than their record, 
they also don’t deserve their record based on how they’ve 
executed. Carolina is a double fake team, a true rarity. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 10 
Record: 15-7-3 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 10 

Is their record for real? No. 

In Year 2, the Kraken have done what they couldn’t in Year 
1: Outrun bad goaltending. Credit to them so far; their 
underlyings are solid, the lineup is as deep as advertised and 
Matty Beniers has added some necessary star power pop. 

Ultimately, though, this is still a team with the No. 24 save 
percentage in the league. Martin Jones is 56th in GSAx, with 
a sub.-900 save percentage even if you remove that eight-
goal game (in a win!) he threw up against the Kings last 
week. His recent track record doesn’t suggest that anything 
better is in store, either. 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 4 
Record: 13-10-1 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 11 

Is their record for real? No. 

The preseason Stanley Cup favorite has been hit with a glut 
of injuries through the first few months and that means 
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everything about their start is a complete write-off. Last 
game, their forward group was literally Mikko Rantanen, Guy, 
Guy, Guy, Guy, Guy. How much stock should we really be 
putting into that? Zero. 

We dropped the Avalanche accordingly after a three-game 
losing streak and losing Nathan MacKinnon for four weeks, 
but that doesn’t mean their current 13-10-1 record is 
indicative of who they are. No one is counting out the 
Avalanche. 

12. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 13 
Record: 13-10-4 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 13 

Is their record for real? No. 

Did the Panthers build on last season’s Presidents’ Trophy 
run? Nope. Are they making the most of Matthew Tkachuk’s 
megaseason-in-progress (37 points in 25 games, league-
leading 2.11 Game Score)? Nope. Would it be wise to just 
assume they’re going to make the playoffs, given they’re fifth 
in their division and fourth in the wild-card standings? Nope. 

Still, this team has earned more points than they’ve banked 
thus far. They’re comfortably a top-10 team at five-on-five, 
any way you want to slice it. The power play is putrid, and 
the goaltending isn’t much better. If things go south, you can 
bet that’ll be why. Still, smart money is on them going on 
some kind of run. They’re going to need it. 

13. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 11 
Record: 16-11-0 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 12 

Is their record for real? No. 

It wouldn’t be a blurb about the Islanders if it didn’t contain 
multitudes of disrespect. This is a fake good team if we’ve 
ever seen one, a true paper tiger. If not for Ilya Sorokin, the 
Islanders would be fiending for Connor Bedard. Yes, Sorokin 
is a vital part of the team, but even his numbers are just a 
little too out of this world right now. Those will regress and 
when they do we’ll start seeing what this group really is: a 
group that controls the scoring chance battle as well as the 
Canadiens. You call that a playoff team? 

14. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 16 
Record: 13-10-3 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 15 

Is their record for real? No. 

If you’re one of the many smart, attractive people who picked 
the Flames to win the Stanley Cup, the last two months 
could’ve gone better for you. At the moment, they’re narrowly 
out of the playoffs on points percentage. Take heart, though: 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Nazem Kadri and MacKenzie Weegar 
are only going to get more comfortable. The schedule — 
comically brutal thus far — is about to get easier. And Jacob 

Markstrom (.889 save percentage, -1.96 GSAx) has to 
improve, right? Right? 

15. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 15 
Record: 13-10-5 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 16 

Is their record for real? No. 

Just like last year, the answer is a resounding no — only for 
different reasons. Last year the Rangers were fake good. 
This year they’re fake bad. 

Somehow, the Rangers have lost more games than they’ve 
won this season, and that’s despite controlling the majority of 
scoring chances at five-on-five. The Rangers have improved 
their five-on-five expected goals rate to nearly 53 percent 
and sit comfortably in the league’s top 10 in that regard. 
That’s usually a good sign for a team’s future outlook — as is 
generating the second most chances on the power play. 

Last year the team was built on an elite power play and one 
of the best goaltending performances in the salary-cap era. 
That power play has been even better at creating 
opportunities and that goalie is still here — even if he’s not 
getting the same results. Things will turn for the Rangers 
soon, and when they do, an ascent up the standings back 
into the thick of the playoffs should come with it. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 14 
Record: 13-8-5 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 14 

Is their record for real? No. 

This is right where the Red Wings were supposed to be; 
stacking some wins, avoiding disaster, staying in the playoff 
discussion through the holidays. All systems go. That said, 
they’re also pairing the 13th-best record in the league with a 
negative goal differential. Seems pretty cut and dry, yeah? 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 17 
Record: 15-12-0 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 17 

Is their record for real? No. 

No team with the best player in the world and one of the best 
offensive players in the world should have a record this 
pedestrian. Connor McDavid has 52 points in just 27 games, 
a 158-point pace. There’s no way a team can only be on 
pace for 91 points with the best scoring season in decades. 
Add Leon Draisaitl’s 134-point pace and it just makes no 
sense how this team could be so bad. 

Jack Campbell’s goaltending struggles have been a big part 
of that obviously, but this is the same guy who had a .914 
save percentage last season and a .921 save percentage 
one year prior. On the Leafs! If he can do that there, why not 
in Edmonton? He’s a streaky goalie and that likely means the 
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good version of Jack is bound to show up soon. Once he 
does, McDavid and Draisaitl will have no problem carrying 
this team to victory on a nightly basis. A little more often, at 
least.  The Oilers are better than this. 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 18 
Record: 13-10-2 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 18 

Is their record for real? No. 

But it’s close! No team thus far has lied any less. This 
couldn’t be more anecdotal, but bear with us: The Wild feel 
more volatile than they actually are. They just had a four-
game win streak snapped, and it was their longest of the 
season. They haven’t lost more than three straight, but 
they’ve done that twice. What we’ve got, for now, is a team 
that feels like it should be a little better than it is, but … not 
much. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 19 
Record: 12-10-2 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Is their record for real? No. 

There’s two ways Nashville’s record isn’t legit. 

If you’re an optimist, you just need to compare it to last 
year’s and know that regression is coming. The Predators 
are a second-half team and will find a way to come around 
once the big guns start cooking. 

If you’re a pessimist, it’s easy to spot Nashville’s record — as 
modest as it is — actually being fluky. The Predators are a 
staggering 8-0-2 in one-goal-games, but 4-10 otherwise. It’s 
the latter that’s much more indicative of team quality. 

20. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 23 
Record: 12-13-1 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 20 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Sabres are 24th in points percentage, but their expected 
and actual goals percentages both slot several spots higher. 
Tage Thompson is giving them style points all by himself. 
There are young guys up and down the roster who — forget 
a couple years from now — should be better in a couple 
months than they are today. This one is easy. 

21. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 21 
Record: 14-11-4 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 21 

Is their record for real? No. 

Frankly, we’re tired of pretending the Kings are any good and 
Thursday’s game against the Leafs was all the proof we 
needed. Los Angeles was dominated from start to finish, 
going lengthy stretches without even touching the puck, with 
team goaltending looking as brutal as usual. The Kings have 
a competitive record right now in the West, but it’s all a 
mirage. No team with goaltending this bad should be 
anywhere close to a playoff spot, especially without much in 
the way of real game-breaking talent. The Kings have the 
12th most points this season, but putting them anywhere 
close to that in the ol’ Power Rankings would be malpractice. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 24 
Record: 12-12-4 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 23 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Caps have scored two goals or less in 14 of their 28 
games. That’s half. Half! Some under-the-hood stuff is going 
OK, and they’re 5-2-1 in their last eight, but a .500 point 
percentage overall seems generous. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 22 
Record: 13-11-2 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 22 

Is their record for real? No. 

Last year’s absolute worst team has an expected goals 
percentage that is better than just six other teams — six of 
the league’s very worst teams. Their goal differential is 
minus-12, which ranks eighth worst. And yet the Canadiens 
are sitting pretty with a record above .500. Zero chance we 
believe in these guys. None. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 
Record: 12-12-3 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 25 

Is their record for real? No. 

Close, but not quite. Seven straight losses to start the 
season — to say nothing of the manner in which they lost — 
nuked the Canucks before Halloween. They’re 12-7-1 since, 
treading water just effectively enough to confuse people. In 
that streak, their five-on-five numbers aren’t good (21st in 
goals percentage, 27th in expected goals percentage), which 
theoretically makes up for some of that losing streak. 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 20 
Record: 12-15-0 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 24 

Is their record for real? No. 
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You’re telling us that one of last season’s best teams — a 
club that managed 109 points and made it to the second 
round — is somehow on pace for just 73 points this season? 
No way, we’re not buying it. We’ve always been big Blues 
believers around Power Rankings HQ and this incredible 
collapse by St. Louis just boggles the mind. There’s no way a 
team this talented should be this bad. As it stands, the Blues’ 
odds of getting Connor Bedard are on par with their odds of 
making the playoffs. Who saw that coming? No one. Fake 
record. Just wait for the hot streak, it’s coming. 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 25 
Record: 10-14-1 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 26 

Is their record for real? No. 

It always felt like the folks who predicted a playoff run by the 
Senators had a little too much dip on the chip, but it’s 
impossible not to look at that roster, and the relatively solid 
process, and not think they deserve a little more than they’re 
getting. That’s how things tend to go when you’ve got the 
worst five-on-five shooting percentage in the league and a 0-
5 record in one-goal games. They’re capable of a run here, 
at some point. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 
Record:8-16-5 
Dom rank: 27 
Sean rank: 27 

Is their record for real? No. 

You’re telling us the team with a Norris Trophy frontrunner 
and three star forwards leads the league with 21 losses? 
That doesn’t compute at all. The power of Erik Karlsson 
alone should’ve at least granted the Sharks a few more wins 
on the season. Heck, just look at San Jose’s goal differential 
compared to Columbus for the proof. The Sharks are 12 
goals better in four more games and still have nearly the 
exact same points percentage. No one is saying the Sharks 
are good, but they shouldn’t be in the same tier as the 
Blackhawks. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 
Record: 9-13-5 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Is their record for real? No. 

When Philly started 7-3-2 without a true Rankings buy-in, we 
caught a couple folks in the comments saying we simply 
didn’t understand or appreciate what John Tortorella brought 
to the table. It’s funny because it’s Torts. Everyone has been 
around long enough to know, for better or worse, how he 
operates. They’ve now won two of their last 15, bringing the 
whole deal more in line with Chuck Fletcher’s roster (and the 
absence of Sean Couturier), but they’re still hanging out in 
the middle of the table. For now. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 30 
Record: 8-15-2 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 29 

Is their record for real? No. 

According to all the comments in our season preview, this 
was supposed to be a team that competed for a playoff spot. 
Anything below that is obviously fake — and the Blue 
Jackets are waaaaay below that. So many people figured 
this team would automatically improve their record with the 
addition of Johnny Gaudreau, so we have to assume that the 
team’s epic 32-19-6 run to get them to 88 points or so is 
coming. 

30. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 
Record: 7-13-4 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

Is their record for real? No. 

Not yet. Not quite. The Coyotes are third from the bottom in 
actual goals, second from the bottom in expected goals and 
28th in points percentage. Less tangibly, the roster is still as 
bankrupt as it seemed. That early-season heater seems like 
it happened years ago. They’re still a strong bet to do what 
they were designed to do. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 31 
Record: 7-14-4 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Is their record for real? No. 

Who among us is shocked that this team has won any 
games at all, let alone seven? Those are rookie numbers in 
the great tankathon and if this team is serious about its 
Connor Bedard aspirations, the Blackhawks need to improve 
their losing ability quickly. The morale around a team 
designed to fail should trump any sense of logic within the 
sport that “any team” can win because this team is not just 
“any” team. Chicago losing 16 of its last 19 games is more 
like it, but the seven wins on the season are far too many. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 
Record: 7-17-3 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

Is their record for real? Yes. 

We close this week with what’s become each week’s most 
important question: Did the Ducks win in regulation? The 
answer, once more, is no. They’re stuck on one, and they’ve 
played 27 games. At this point in the season, they should 
have a few more based solely on chance. Maybe it’ll happen 
by accident. The counterbalance is that Anaheim, by 
comparison, is weirdly successful once they make it past 60 
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minutes, where they’ve won six of nine. Take a little good 
luck on one end, blend it with a lot of bad luck on the other 

and you’ve got the league’s only honest team. 
Congratulations.

 

NHL 2022-23 bold predictions, revisited: How our preseason prognostications are holding 
up two months in 

Fifty goals for Connor McDavid? Seventy for Auston 
Matthews?? A playoff team in Ottawa??? 

Heading into the 2022-23 NHL season, The Athletic asked its 
hockey staff for bold predictions, and two months later, some 
are holding up better than others. 

Here’s a progress report on each prediction provided by the 
writer who made it, from those who need a mulligan to those 
already taking a victory lap. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Preseason bold prediction: Mason McTavish will win the 
Calder Trophy 

Advertisement 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: McTavish has an uphill battle with Seattle center 
Matty Beniers and Vegas goalie Logan Thompson moving 
out front early. And it is a pretty good class, with several 
other Calder candidates around the league. But the 19-year-
old is still in the conversation and is coming on as Anaheim 
coach Dallas Eakins has him at his natural center position 
and is giving him additional responsibility and ice time. He 
has 14 points and is carrying a spot on the top power-play 
unit. He’s driving the team’s third line and could lock that 
spot down with Isac Lundestrom injured. More time playing 
with the Ducks’ skill players could boost him up the rookie 
scoring list. — Eric Stephens 

Arizona Coyotes 

Preseason bold prediction: Connor Ingram will be the starter 
in goal by Christmas 

Outlook two months in: Not gonna happen 

Analysis: This may be the biggest miss on the board. Ingram 
has been OK in limited appearances, but they’ve been 
limited because Karel Vejmelka has been flat-out brilliant 
from the start of the season until now. Talent-wise, Arizona is 
outmatched most nights, but on the nights they’re in a game, 
it’s usually because Vejmelka is making one acrobatic, 
highlight-reel save after another. He’s been the team MVP by 
a considerable margin. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Preseason bold prediction: David Pastrnak will re-sign for 
$11 million annually 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: If anything, $11 million annually may be on the 
short end of what Pastrnak deserves. The 26-year-old has 
taken another step in his growth. He is faster, stronger, 
quicker and more comfortable with his playmaking — all 
while finishing at his usual pace. — Fluto Shinzawa 

Buffalo Sabres 

Preseason bold prediction: Jack Quinn will score 20 goals 

Advertisement 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: At the beginning of the season, this was looking 
dicey. Before Nov. 23, Quinn had just one goal, had been 
rotated out of the lineup a few times and had dealt with a 
brief injury. That night, he scored two goals against the 
Blues, and things seemed to click into place. He has five 
goals (and nine points) in his past eight games and a total of 
six (and 16) on the season. Playing on a surging line with 
Dylan Cozens and JJ Peterka gives him a real shot at hitting 
20 goals. That bold prediction might even have turned into a 
modest one at this point. — Matthew Fairburn 

Calgary Flames 

Preseason bold prediction: Dillon Dube will score 30 goals 
for the first time 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time 
… 

Analysis: The good news for Dube is that he’s actually hitting 
the scoresheet lately, with four goals and seven points in his 
past 10 games. But his pace is still well short of the 
audacious mark we set for him at the beginning of the 
season. If our prediction is to come to fruition, he certainly 
cannot go on another 16-game goal-less drought. — Julian 
McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Preseason bold prediction: Jesperi Kotkaniemi will outscore 
Vincent Trocheck 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: The idea that Kotkaniemi could outscore Trocheck 
wasn’t all that far-fetched. Yes, Trocheck was going to get 
power-play points on the Rangers’ lethal unit, and he has 
(five goals and five assists in 29 games). But I also expected 
him to struggle at even strength, and that has happened too 
(four goals and four assists). The surprise is how little 
Kotkaniemi has produced. He’s managed just five points 
through 26 games and is close to losing his grip on the No. 2 
center job. He could catch Trocheck, but it now seems very 
unlikely. — Cory Lavalette 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Preseason bold prediction: Jonathan Toews will get traded, 
and Patrick Kane won’t 

Advertisement 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 
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Analysis: We all knew it was going to be pretty bleak in 
Chicago this season, but until you really get waist-deep into 
an utterly meaningless regular season with a team that’s 
designed to fail, you don’t really know how bleak it’s going to 
get. We know now. And you know what? It’s really bleak! 
And even if Connor Bedard walks through that door next fall, 
the Blackhawks will be years away from true contention. I 
think that reality is hitting Patrick Kane, freshly turned 34 
years old, as hard as anybody. And while I still believe he 
*wants* to stay in Chicago, I no longer think it’s realistic that 
he will. — Mark Lazerus 

Colorado Avalanche 

Preseason bold prediction: Four Avs defensemen will score 
double-digit goals 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: Devon Toews (13 goals last season) and Samuel 
Girard (five) have only one goal apiece. Josh Manson (six 
last season) and Bowen Byram (five) have only two each — 
and are both hurt. Erik Johnson (eight last season) had yet to 
score in 2022-23. Cale Makar (28 goals in 2021-22 and six in 
2022-23), will get there, of course, but the others are a ways 
away. Perhaps one other makes it to 10, but four is a long 
shot. — Peter Baugh 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Preseason bold prediction: They will have a top-10 power 
play 

Outlook two months in: Not gonna happen 

Analysis: Not only are the Blue Jackets not sniffing the NHL’s 
top 10 in power plays, but they’re bringing up the rear (32nd), 
at 12.5 percent after going 0-for-7 Friday. I’m asking for a 
mulligan here, though, because this team has lost to injury 
not only top defenseman and power-play point man Zach 
Werenski but also the next three players (Adam Boqvist, 
Jake Bean and Nick Blankenburg), too. Newcomer Johnny 
Gaudreau has yet to score on the man advantage. It can 
only go up from here, but no way will they reach the top 10. 
— Aaron Portzline 

Dallas Stars 

Preseason bold prediction: Miro Heiskanen will double his 
career high in points 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Heiskanen’s career-high in points is 36, so double 
that would be 72. And fresh off a two-goal performance 
Thursday, he currently has 21 points in 24 games, which 
puts his 82-game pace at … 72 points. He has missed three 
games, though, so he’ll have to make up for those, but Pete 
DeBoer’s system and the elevation to the top power-play unit 
have served Heiskanen well. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Preseason bold prediction: They will have five 20-goal 
scorers 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time 
… 

Analysis: There’s a good chance they get to four, with Dylan 
Larkin, Dominik Kubalik, David Perron and Lucas Raymond 
all on pace, but losing Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana for 
extended periods of time has this one teetering on the verge 
of being a long shot just two months in. After those top four, 
Detroit’s next highest goal-scorer is defenseman Filip Hronek 
with six, and it’s tough to see him managing 20 from the back 
end. Maybe Andrew Copp or Michael Rasmussen can get on 
a heater, but if not, the best chance would be in Bertuzzi (or 
perhaps Vrana) catching lightning in a bottle in a dramatically 
shortened schedule upon his return. — Max Bultman 

Edmonton Oilers 

Preseason bold prediction: Connor McDavid will score 50 
goals 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: I thought this was a bold prediction, given 
McDavid’s career high was 44 goals and he was expected to 
have noted goal-scorer Evander Kane on his wing most of 
the season. Well, McDavid has scored at will and Kane is out 
with a long-term injury. At this point, with McDavid at 25 
goals in 28 games, unless something goes off the rails, 
McDavid is a lock to hit the half-century mark for the first 
time. — Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Preseason bold prediction: Sergei Bobrovsky will lose his job 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: We might’ve already watched it happen. Spencer 
Knight has been the Panthers’ goaltender of record 15 times 
compared to Bobrovsky’s 12. Since Nov. 1, Knight has more 
appearances by a 12-7 margin. The reasoning seems simple 
enough; the younger goalie has been better. On the season, 
he has Bobrovsky beat in save percentage (.919 to .884) and 
goals saved above expected (4.05 to minus-5.89). In other 
words, Bobrovsky’s contract ($10 million average annual 
value through 2026) isn’t changing, and Florida doesn’t seem 
to be falling for the sunk-cost fallacy. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Preseason bold prediction: Kevin Fiala will have a career-
high point total 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: The Kings brought Fiala in to inject more offense 
and dynamic play into their attack, and the 26-year-old hasn’t 
disappointed in that regard. He has 30 points in 29 games, 
so it’s not hard to imagine him surpassing last season’s 85-
point breakout. One can argue that the team’s search for 
more offensive production has chipped away at their 
structured, defense-first philosophy, but this is about Fiala 
and what he does best. A sustained scoring burst would 
propel him to a possible 90-point season, but he hasn’t gone 
more than three games without a point and has helped the 
Kings build a functioning, perhaps even dangerous, power 
play. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Preseason bold prediction: They will get past the first round 
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Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: What? You’re losing confidence (if you ever really 
had any) that the Wild will advance past the first round for 
only the third time in 20 years and first time in eight? They’ve 
been a bubble playoff team so far this season — up and 
down and lately unable to hold onto a lead — but there’s 
plenty of time to steady the ship. They do badly need to 
acquire some sort of skilled forward to play with Matt Boldy if 
this ticket is going to pay out, though. — Michael Russo 

Montreal Canadiens 

Preseason bold prediction: Kaiden Guhle will finish in the top 
five in Calder voting 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Guhle is 15th in NHL rookie scoring but third 
among rookie defensemen and third among all rookies in 
average ice time. But more important has been his usage, 
consistently playing against opposing top lines, getting 
regular time on the penalty kill and, as of late, playing on the 
right side for the first time in his life. Again, the prediction 
here is not for him to win the Calder but to finish top-five. An 
argument can still easily be made he should be in that mix. 
— Arpon Basu 

Nashville Predators 

Preseason bold prediction: Juuse Saros will win the Vezina 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time 
… 

Analysis: Saros has not been good. With a .905 save 
percentage and 3.05 goals-against average, he doesn’t rank 
in the top 30 in either category, but the Preds have not been 
very good in front of him, either. So far he just has not 
provided the expected level of bailout. He still has time to go 
on a tear, though, and he has had some very strong finishes 
to seasons. It would have to be one whale of a tear, of 
course. — Joe Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Preseason bold prediction: Jack Hughes will be the top 
scorer in the Metro 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: OK, Hughes isn’t leading the Metropolitan Division 
in scoring — that’s Sidney Crosby, with 35 points, while 
Hughes is third at 33. That’s still impressive, though. Hughes 
is building on his breakout season and showing his star 
power. The pivot is fantastic in transition and at moving the 
puck, and there has been more emphasis on his shot 
creation and goal-scoring this season. That’s going to keep 
him high in the scoring race in the Metro, and it’s absolutely 
plausible that this prediction happens. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Preseason bold prediction: Ilya Sorokin will be a Vezina 
finalist 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: If the season ended today, Ilya Sorokin would be a 
surefire finalist and might even be the frontrunner to win the 

award. The Islanders’ No. 1 goalie has taken his game to a 
new level this season, and without him, the team would 
almost certainly not be in playoff position. Along with a 
rejuvenated Semyon Varlamov, Sorokin helps form arguably 
the best goalie tandem in the league, so he shouldn’t be 
overly taxed as the months go by — allowing him to stay 
sharp. — Kevin Kurz 

New York Rangers 

Preseason bold prediction: They will win the Metro 

Outlook two months in: Not gonna happen 

Analysis: Maybe a nice 15-game winning streak would get 
this prediction back on track, but barring that — and a 
complete meltdown by the Devils — the Rangers have 
already kissed a division title goodbye. Sitting outside the 
East playoff picture right now, they have their sights on just 
getting in. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Preseason bold prediction: They will make the playoffs 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: I’m glad we are qualifying these as “bold 
predictions” from the preseason, because this one looks 
pretty foolish on my part right now. I figured Ottawa would 
get into the 85-to-90 point range and possibly flirt with a 
playoff spot. Everything would have had to go right in order 
for the Senators to actually qualify for the postseason, but 
given the immaculate summer vibes, I think a lot of us 
figured there was a chance it could happen. So far, though, 
we’ve watched everything go wrong for the Sens. They’ve 
been plagued by inconsistent play, which has made the 
playoffs a distant thought. We’re almost at the point where 
the Sens would need another Hamburglar run to qualify. — 
Ian Mendes 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Preseason bold prediction: They will trade a recognizable 
veteran on a long-term contract 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: John Tortorella certainly hasn’t shied away from 
public criticism of veterans on long-term contracts, pushing 
Kevin Hayes (three years remaining at $7.14 million average 
annual value) on a daily basis, scratching Rasmus 
Ristolainen (four years at $5.1 million) and appearing 
relatively unimpressed so far with Travis Sanheim (eight 
years at $6.25 million). A potential front-office shakeup — 
Chuck Fletcher doesn’t have the most job security at the 
moment — could result in big roster moves waiting until the 
offseason, and there’s still time for key vets to turn 
themselves into Torts favorites. But let’s just say this isn’t off 
the table. — Charlie O’Connor 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Preseason bold prediction: They will win the East 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time 
… 
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Analysis: The Penguins look like a safe bet to make the 
playoffs, as they always do. And given how great Sidney 
Crosby has looked this season, counting them out would be 
foolish. But, as things currently stand, the Bruins and the 
Devils (really!) are in a class of their own in the East. The 
Penguins are a legitimate dark horse, though. One thing in 
their favor is how unusually healthy they’ve been. Tristan 
Jarry is quietly beginning to play very well, also. — Josh 
Yohe 

San Jose Sharks 

Preseason bold prediction: They will have a top-five pick in 
the 2023 draft 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: The Sharks are currently in the bottom five of the 
league standings, with eight wins in their first 29 games. That 
said, the underlying numbers suggest they should be a little 
bit better than this, and at times they have looked like a 
better team. The big question: Will that eventually lead to 
better results? Or will a combination of mental strain from 
losing games they should win and potential trades cause 
them to play more like a bottom-five club? — Corey Masisak 

Seattle Kraken 

Preseason bold prediction: They will be Western Conference 
disruptors 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: With a 15-8-3 record that has them in second place 
in the Pacific Division, it’s very safe to call the Kraken 
disrupters. Offseason additions, developing stars and better 
health in the forward group are all contributing to the team’s 
start, along with some surprisingly good goaltending. The 
question remains if they’ll maintain this playoff spot, but 
they’re proving what we predicted: This team isn’t a 
pushover and is taking away key points from opponents. 
That’s challenging teams most of us would have expected to 
be in the playoff picture at this point. — Shayna Goldman 

St. Louis Blues 

Preseason bold prediction: They will re-sign Vladimir 
Tarasenko 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: It’s not going to happen, but as a veteran writer, 
I’ve learned to leave myself some wiggle room. Barring some 
unforeseen reason why the Blues-Tarasenko marriage would 
continue, it looks very likely that the fifth-highest scorer in 
franchise history will be dealt at the NHL trade deadline or 
will head to free agency after 11 years with the organization. 
His production is down from his career-high 82 points in 
2021-22, and with this season showing the Blues’ roster 
needs to be revamped, it feels necessary to move. — 
Jeremy Rutherford 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Preseason bold prediction: Steven Stamkos will score 50 
goals 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time 
… 

Analysis: Stamkos has had some special moments this 
season, from racking up his 1,000th career point to chasing 
his 500th goal, which he is five away from. My prediction of 
50 goals, though, would mean he has to go on a tear at 
some point, as he’s got only 14 in his first 26 games (44-goal 
82-game pace). It’s possible, of course, and I wouldn’t put it 
past Stamkos, as he’s one of the greatest goal-scorers of his 
generation. Check back on this bold prediction in another 25 
games. — Joe Smith 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Preseason bold prediction: Auston Matthews will sniff 70 
goals 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: I have no regrets! Matthews earned a bold 
prediction like that. It looked very much like he was ready to 
enter that rare, rare airspace. It wasn’t just last season, when 
he scored at a 67-goal pace, but the season before that, 
when he scored at a 65-goal pace. Matthews hasn’t been 
nearly as electric this season, though. His five-on-five 
scoring, especially, took a while to get going. That was partly 
rotten luck and partly Matthews just looking like he was 
slightly off his game. He’s starting to heat up though, with 
five goals in his past six games. And while 70 is out of the 
question, I still wouldn’t count out something in the high 50s. 
Remember, Matthews buried 51 (!) in a 50-game stretch last 
season. When this guy gets rolling, watch out! — Jonas 
Siegel 

Vancouver Canucks 

Preseason bold prediction: Elias Pettersson will hit 40 goals 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Pettersson has 13 goals in 27 games, so he’s on 
pace for 40 (or 39.5, but surely we can round up) over 82 
games. That he’s producing goals at this clip with strong 
underlying numbers and very few power-play goals bodes 
well for this bold prediction paying off. — Thomas Drance 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Preseason bold prediction: Jack Eichel will reach 100 points 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Eichel has been Vegas’ best player, his overall 
game currently rating among the best in the league by 
Evolving-Hockey’s Goals Above Replacement metric, which 
accounts for defensive impact. But with 29 points in 27 
games, his current 82-game pace is 88 points — and while 
reaching 100 points is still certainly on the table, health may 
be the biggest hurdle. Eichel missed two games this week 
with a lower-body injury. He returned Friday but was 
scoreless, and every game missed makes it less likely he 
reaches that lofty total. — Jesse Granger 

Washington Capitals 

Preseason bold prediction: Nicklas Backstrom will return to 
the lineup 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 
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Analysis: Two months ago, neither the Capitals nor Nicklas 
Backstrom could say with any certainty that the 35-year-old 
would play another NHL game. Fast forward to Friday, and 
Backstrom was on the ice with his teammates for the 
morning skate ahead of a night game against Seattle. 
Backstrom was not cleared to play; indeed, there are still 
several steps that must be completed. But he skated with 
vigor, passed the puck with purpose and shot to score just 
like everyone else. The team and player will remain cautious 
as Backstrom ramps up, but the resumption of his career 
now seems like a question of “when?” and no longer “if?” — 
Tarik El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Preseason bold prediction: Cole Perfetti will be a Calder 
Trophy finalist 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: The preseason hype was all about Matty Beniers 
and Owen Power, so I liked the boldness in choosing Cole 
Perfetti as a finalist. Perfetti’s situation was (and still is) in his 
favor: top-six role, good linemates and a non-zero amount of 
power play time to go with it. He’s made good on the 
opportunity the Jets have provided to him, scoring 18 points 
in 26 games — good for third in rookie scoring — and is 
showing enough commitment to 200-foot hockey to be 
trusted to protect leads late in games. Perfetti isn’t the out-
and-out Calder Trophy front-runner, but if he’s not on your 
long list, you’re missing an excellent performance from the 
20-year-old Jets forward. — Murat Ates

 

 

 

Hurricanes to Hold North Carolina Night 

Canes to host inaugural night celebrating the Old North State 
in January 

RALEIGH, N.C. - The Carolina Hurricanes will host their 
inaugural North Carolina Night on Tuesday, Jan. 10 when 
the team takes on the New Jersey Devils at PNC Arena. The 
night will serve as a celebration of the Old North State, with 
the team planning on featuring special warm-up sweaters, 
unique food items, special merchandise offerings, and live 
music. 

One of the highlights of the night will be the team's Raleigh 
IceCaps warm-up sweaters, as the Canes pay homage to 
the ECHL team that called Raleigh's Dorton Arena home 
from 1991-1998. In addition to the on-ice jerseys, special 
IceCaps gear will also be available at The Eye, and former 
IceCaps players are scheduled to attend the game. 

Mockup of the Raleigh IceCaps sweater the Canes will wear 
as warm-up jerseys on North Carolina Night  

The team is also planning on featuring a BBQ sandwich with 
Cheerwine sauce and hushpuppies for the game, along with 
banana pudding. There will be a poster giveaway with art 
designed by a North Carolina artist, and live music from local 
artists is scheduled for the evening. 

Preview: December 10 at New York 

Aho-less Canes continue their six-game road stretch on 
Long Island 

By Walt Ruff 

ELMONT, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes will be without top 
center Sebastian Aho as they take on the New York 
Islanders Saturday night. 

When: Saturday, December 10 

Puck Drop: 7:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports + 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 14-6-6 (34 Points, T-2nd, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Overtime Loss to the Anaheim Ducks 
on Tuesday, December 6 

Islanders Record: 17-11-0 (34 Points, T-2nd, Metropolitan 
Division) 

Islanders Last Game: 6-4 Win over the New Jersey Devils on 
Friday, December 9 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS THIS SEASON 

Friday, October 28: The Islanders handed the Canes their 
first loss on home ice of the season, winning by a score of 6-
2. 

NEWS & NOTES: 

Last Time Out: The Canes wrapped up the first leg of their 
six-game road stretch Tuesday night in Anaheim, falling to 
the Ducks in bonus time. After falling behind 1-0, 2-1, and 3-
2, the Canes had responses each time before eventually 
winding up in their league-leading 10th overtime. For a 
second consecutive contest Brady Skjei, opened the scoring 
for Carolina, with Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal following 
his lead in the successive periods. Pyotr Kochetkov moved 
to 5-1-4 with the overtime loss, allowing four goals on 30 
shots. 
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No Aho: Forward Sebastian Aho will not play in tonight's 
game due to a lower-body injury. #20 played the entire 
duration of Tuesday's contest but was a surprise absence 
from Thursday's practice. Rod Brind'Amour said that it's an 
injury that's been "bothering him for a bit" and he wouldn't 
play if he didn't practice Friday. Come yesterday morning's 
skate, the Finn was not a participant. Aho is currently second 
in team scoring with 27 points in 26 games. 

Modified Man Advantage Units: With Aho out of the lineup, 
the team's power play units had to undergo a bit of an 
adjustment. At Friday's practice they were the following: 

Opportunity For Stastny?: At Friday's practice Paul Stastny, 
skated in Sebastian Aho's spot between Martin Necas and 
Seth Jarvis. Recently, Stastny has played with a combination 
of Jack Drury, Derek Stepan and/or Stefan Noesen, but 
tonight he appears to be in line for top-six minutes. 

Lajoie Recalled, Fast Questionable: Since Tuesday night in 
Anaheim the team assigned defenseman Dylan Coghlan to 
Chicago (AHL) for conditioning. Two days later they recalled 
defenseman Maxime Lajoie from Chicago (AHL), presumably 
to give the team the seven defensemen that they've been 
carrying, but Friday post-practice Rod Brind'Amour 
insinuated that there may be more to it than just that. 
Brind'Amour said that forward Jesper Fast may not be able 
to play tonight, thus furthering the need to have an extra 
body on the trip. 

No Morning Skate: The Canes will not hold a morning skate 
today, so any updates on Jesper Fast's status will come 
when Rod Brind'Amour meets with the media at 
approximately 5:15 p.m. EST. 

On A Run: Seth Jarvis extended his season-long point streak 
to six games against the Ducks, recording an assist on 
Sebastian Aho's second period goal. The streak is now tied 
for the longest by any Canes player this season, matching 
Martin Necas' six-game run from October 24 to November 6. 
Jarvis' career-long point streak is seven games, which he 
finished last year's regular season with. 

Road Warriors: The Canes enter tonight having earned at 
least one point in their last eight road games. They are 4-0-4 

dating back to November 14, tying the third-longest streak in 
franchise history. 

On The Other Side: The Islanders will play their second 
game in as many nights tonight after taking down the 
division-leading New Jersey Devils Friday night in Newark. 
Forward Mathew Barzal, who signed an eight-year contract 
over the summer, leads the team with 30 points in 27 
contests thus far this season. Netminder Ilya Sorokin is 
among the league leaders with his .927 save percentage as 
well. As a unit the group is rather strong defensively, ranking 
inside the Top 10 in the NHL in goals against (77) and 
penalty kill (81.4%). 

CANES INJURY UPDATES 

 Forward Ondrej Kase has been in concussion 
protocol since October 13. He has recently been 
skating with Max Pacioretty before team's practices. 
There is currently no timetable for his return. 

 Goaltender Frederik Andersen suffered a lower-
body injury on November 6. He returned to practice 
with the team on Thursday and worked with them 
again on Friday, but there is no set timetable for his 
return. 

 Forward Max Pacioretty suffered a torn Achilles 
tendon in August. He has been skating in recent 
weeks but has yet to take part in a full team 
practice. There is currently no timetable for his 
return. 

ADDITIONAL GAME INFORMATION 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes are slated to wear their 
white uniforms. 

AFTER THE FINAL HORN 

The team will fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. 
They're scheduled to be off on Sunday and will then return to 
practice on Monday at Invisalign Arena before departing to 
Detroit.
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Islanders host the Hurricanes after Nelson’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (14-6-6, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New York Islanders (17-11-0, fourth in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Elmont, New York; Saturday, 7:30 p.m. EST 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK NHL LINE: Hurricanes -152, 
Islanders +129; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: The New York Islanders host the Carolina 
Hurricanes after Brock Nelson’s two-goal game against the 
New Jersey Devils in the Islanders’ 6-4 win. 

New York has a 17-11-0 record overall and a 7-2-0 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Islanders are 6-2-0 in games 
decided by one goal. 

Carolina has gone 14-6-6 overall with a 4-1-0 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Hurricanes have a 7-1-0 
record when scoring a power-play goal. 

The matchup Saturday is the fifth time these teams play this 
season. The Islanders won 6-2 in the previous matchup. 
Nelson led the Islanders with two goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Nelson has 14 goals and 14 assists 
for the Islanders. Jean-Gabriel Pageau has scored four goals 
and added one assist over the past 10 games. 

Martin Necas has scored 12 goals with 16 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has four goals and six assists 
over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Islanders: 6-4-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 4.9 
assists, 4.2 penalties and 12.4 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.3 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 4-1-5, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.2 assists, 3.4 
penalties and 7.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.9 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Islanders: Adam Pelech: day to day (upper body), 
Kyle Palmieri: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max Pacioretty: out 
(achilles).
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Wolves’ Comeback Bid Thwarted by Stars 5-2 

The Chicago Wolves staged a comeback in the first of back-
to-back games against the Texas Stars but in the end fell 5-2 
on Friday night in Texas. 

After falling behind by two goals in the first period, the 
Wolves got scores from Alexander Pashin and Blake Murray 
but it wasn’t enough as the Stars pulled away late. 

Texas struck first when Riley Tufte lit the lamp midway 
through the opening period and extended the lead to 2-0 a 
short time later on Curtis McKenzie’s goal. 

The Wolves got back in it late in the first on Pashin’s second 
goal of the season. Logan Lambdin found his teammate 
streaking into the offensive zone and fed Pashin who then 
stickhandled in on Stars goaltender Matt Murray before 
beating him to the stick side. 

Blake Murray, who was inserted into the Wolves lineup after 
fellow forward Brendan Perlini was scratched due to an 
illness, knotted the score at 2-2 late in the second. 

The forward’s shot from a sharp angle beat the Stars 
netminder again to the stick side for Murray’s second goal of 
the season. Ryan Suzuki, playing in his first game of the 

season after missing the first 18 contests with an injury, 
earned an assist on the score. 

Not long after, Riley Barber put the Stars ahead once again 
and the Wolves entered the third down a goal. 

Early in the final period, Texas extended the lead to 4-2 on 
Fredrik Olofsson’s goal and McKenzie scored into the empty 
net for the final margin. 

Zachary Sawchenko (27 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Matt Murray (17 saves) earned the win for 
the Stars. 

The Wolves dropped to 6-11-2-0 on the season and Texas 
improved to 12-7-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will face the Stars in Texas on 
Saturday (7 p.m., AHLTV). 

For information on 2022 Calder Cup champion Wolves ticket 
plans for the 2022-23 season — everything from single-
game tickets to Flex Packs to group outings — visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-THE-WOLVES.
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Brock Nelson scores 2 to lead Islanders to 6-4 win over Devils 

 

Allan Kreda4-5 minutes 12/10/2022 

 

Brock Nelson scored twice, Cal Clutterbuck had a goal and an assist and 
the New York Islanders beat New Jersey 6-4 Friday night, handing the 
first-place Devils just their second regulation loss in 21 games. 

Anders Lee, Casey Cizikas and Oliver Wahlstrom also scored, and 
Mathew Barzal and Alexander Romanov each had two assists as New 
York improved to 8-2-0 in their last 10 trips to Prudential Center. Semyon 
Varlamov made 25 saves. 

“It was a good hockey game. It’s a team that’s been playing well all year 
and we’re trying to catch them,″ said Islanders forward Zach Parise. 
“There’s a lot on the line. We had a good little outburst in the second 
period.” 

Jack Hughes had a goal and an assist, and Nico Hischier, Tomas Tatar 
and Dawson Mercer also scored for the Devils. Dougie Hamilton, Jesper 
Bratt and Jonas Siegenthaler each had two assists. 

Vitek Vanecek started and gave up four goals on 17 shots before he was 
pulled early in the second period. Akira Schmid came on and finished 
with 13 saves the rest of the way. 

“It is tough to win every night and if you don’t take care of the puck and 
your details aren’t good ... you’ll lose,″ Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. “Our 
goalies have given us such good nights. Our puck play caught up to us.” 

The Devils took the early lead when Hischier scored his 12th on the 
power play 5:32 into the game. 

Nelson scored from the right side off a pass from Romanov to tied it with 
4:23 left, giving him a point in seven straight games. 

“We kind of felt like we wanted to come out and play a strong game,’’ 
Nelson said. “It’s a big win.” 

Vanecek made a sprawling glove save on Nelson with two minutes left in 
the first before Lee put New York ahead 2-1 with 9 seconds left in the 
period. It was his ninth. 

Romanov also leveled Devils forward Miles Wood with a body check at 
12:05 of the second, sparking a melee in near the Islanders net. 
Romanov was challenged to a fight by Devils forward Michael McLeod. 

“I can’t just let him skate through the four guys and score,’’ Romanov 
said. “I never chase some guys, never tried to destroy somebody. Just a 
clean hit, solid.” 

Cizikas got his first of the season at 3:31 of the second and Wahlstrom 
scored his seventh 34 seconds later to make it 4-1 and end Vanecek’s 
night. It was the sixth time this season — and fourth in the last six games 
— the Islanders scored two less than a minute apart. 

“I like the way we played,” Islanders coach Lane Lambert said. “I like the 
fact that we stayed connected as a group. And 5-on-5 did a good job. It 
was a very encouraging performance.” 

Mercer pulled the Devils to 4-2 at 6:03 with his seventh of the season 
before Nelson scored again on the power play with 3:13 remaining for his 
14th. 

“I think we lacked a little bit of discipline,’’ Hischier said. “I liked the effort 
at the end, but if you gave up six goals it’s hard to win.” 

Clutterbuck made it 6-2 with his third goal of the campaign 1 minute into 
the third. 

Tatar got his seventh at 2:30 with Bratt getting his team-leading 20th 
assist on the play. 

New Jersey pulled Schmid for an extra skater with more than seven 
minutes left and Hughes scored his team-leading 14th at with 6:21 
remaining to make it 6-4. That was as close as the Devils got. 

The Devils wore their Reverse Retro white sweaters for the first time at 
home. The jerseys feature the color schemes of the Kansas City Scouts 
and Colorado Rockies, the franchise’s previous two homes before 
moving to New Jersey for the 1982-83 season. 

New York Daily News LOADED: 12.10.2022 
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Shorthanded Islanders score early and often to hold off Devils 

 

Ethan Sears5-6 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

It took over seven minutes of frantic defending at six-on-five, exhaustive 
performances by a forward group that went most of the night without 
Anthony Beauvillier and a defense group that was missing Adam Pelech. 
It took a bone-crushing hit from Alexander Romanov on Miles Wood and 
speed it wasn’t clear the Islanders had before now. 

But after 10 combined goals, a hockey game that spent much of 60 
minutes on a knife’s edge and the first time in who knows how long that 
these two teams looked like a real rivals, the Islanders handed the Devils 
just their fifth regulation loss of the season by the eyebrow-raising score 
of 6-4 on Friday night at Prudential Center. It all left you wanting to 
exhale. 

“It was like a playoff game,” Romanov said. 

“There was a lot on the line,” Zach Parise said. 

“The atmosphere in the game overall was outstanding,” Islanders coach 
Lane Lambert said. “Crowd was great. It was a good hockey game.” 

The Islanders looked to have had the game in hand after Cal Clutterbuck 
scored a minute into the third period to make it 6-2, but the Devils were 
not dead yet. Tomas Tatar pulled them within three a minute later and 
New Jersey coach Lindy Ruff defied convention by pulling netminder 
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Akira Schmid with over seven minutes left in the game. That led to Jack 
Hughes pulling them within two at 13:39, which in turn led to 6:21 of 
scrambling, pulsating, desperate defense during which Hughes barely left 
the ice, saved an empty-net goal with his body and threatened the net 
constantly. The Islanders, somehow, hung on. 

“I know they got a couple pipes, they got one [goal], but it’s a long time 
[at six-on-five], you know what I mean?” Parise said. “They’re going to 
get their looks and when they did, [Semyon Varlamov] did a really good 
job.” 

Despite failing to record a shot for the final 13:13 of the game, the 
Islanders somehow outshot New Jersey 32-29 on the night with a 20-18 
margin at five-on-five. 

On the ice from Long Island 

Sign up for Inside the Islanders by Ethan Sears, a weekly Sports+ 
exclusive. 

The floodgates opened in a three-goal second period for the Islanders, 
with Casey Cizikas and Oliver Wahlstrom scoring twice within a 40-
second span to bring the score from 2-1 to 4-1, causing Ruff to pull Vitek 
Vanecek for Schmid. Dawson Mercer pulled the Devils within 4-2 when 
he scored on a two-on-one break at 6:03 of the second, but Brock 
Nelson’s second goal of the night, a one-timer on the power play to make 
it 5-2 at 16:47, gave the Islanders a solid cushion going into the final 20 
minutes. 

It turned out, they would need every bit of it — and Clutterbuck’s goal 
early in the third didn’t hurt. 

“We were going north with the puck,” Lambert said. “Casey’s goal was a 
great play — middle lane drive by [Matt Martin] and a good play by Cal. 
Even Cal’s goal to start the third period, the puck goes north, we went in 
on the forecheck, we got the puck back. So I liked the fact that we were 
going north and staying connected as a group.” 

The Islanders had just enough speed to keep pace with the ultra-fast 
Devils, and their physicality didn’t hurt either. Romanov’s hit on Wood 
midway through the second period, in particular, helped set the tone. 

The Islanders defended with desperation when needed and responded 
offensively when asked. And though the game went chance-for-chance 
for long stretches — probably too many for the Islanders’ liking — they 
have the offensive firepower to keep up in such a situation. This was not 
a fluke win brought on by bad New Jersey goaltending. The Islanders 
deserved two points from this one, and they got it. 

These Islanders have shown they can beat anyone — Colorado, Calgary, 
Edmonton and now the Devils — on any night. They can also lose to 
anyone — Arizona, Philadelphia and Nashville twice. All that has so far 
added up to a 17-11-0 record that feels like the Islanders are 
simultaneously stealing points and wasting opportunities with regularity. 

This one, though, will feel good, and rightfully so. 

“They’ve obviously been at the top of the league right from the start,” 
Nelson said. “I thought that was a good test for us.” 

And the Islanders aced it. 

New York Post LOADED: 12.10.2022 
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Alexander Romanov hit sets tone in Islanders' win over Devils 

 

Ethan Sears3-4 minutes 12/10/2022 

 

Alexander Romanov, correctly, called it a clean hit. 

Miles Wood was skating through the middle of the ice, the Islanders 
leading by two in the middle of the second period on Friday night. 
Romanov laid him out — emphatically, but legally — and chaos ensued. 

Michael McLeod jumped Romanov in defense of his Devils teammate, 
earning a two-minute instigator penalty, a five-minute fighting major and 
a 10-minute misconduct. Romanov was quickly escorted to the penalty 
box to serve a five-minute fighting major. Wood needed help off the ice 
and didn’t play the rest of the game. The tension at Prudential Center 
ratcheted up to 11 and stayed there for the duration of the eventual 6-4 
Islanders victory. 

“I can’t just let him skate through four guys and score,” Romanov said 
afterward. “I never chase guys. I never try to hit, like, destroy somebody. 
It’s just a clean hit.” 

That was the biggest moment of the game for Romanov, in what was 
almost certainly his best performance as an Islander to date. With Adam 
Pelech nursing an upper-body injury, Romanov was second only to his 
partner, Scott Mayfield, with 24:45 of ice time — including a sizable 
chunk against New Jersey’s high-powered line of Tomas Tatar, Nico 
Hischier and Jesper Bratt. 

He set the game’s physical tone, finished a plus-one, and had the 
primary assist on two Islanders goals for his first multi-point game in blue 
and orange. Ahead of the game, it was obvious the Islanders would need 
their defensemen to step up with Pelech out. 

Afterward? 

“When he’s playing like that,” Brock Nelson said of Romanov, “he’s gotta 
be a tough guy to play against.” 

The Devils tried to come back at Romanov throughout the night, but the 
22-year-old held his own. 

“After every hit, somebody tried to drop the gloves,” Romanov said. “Not 
surprised.” 

The Islanders gave up a lot to acquire Romanov at the draft, trading their 
first-round pick for a player they thought could shore up the left side of 
their blue line for the foreseeable future. That trade can only be judged 
over a period of time far longer than 28 games. 

But on Friday, it looked pretty good. 

Anthony Beauvillier left the game at 8:54 of the first after going hard into 
the end boards and did not return. Coach Lane Lambert had no update 
on him following the game. 

Cal Clutterbuck returned from an upper-body injury to play 13:20, scoring 
in the third period. He played the final 40 minutes with a full cage after 
taking a hit to the face in the first period. 

Pelech and Kyle Palmieri (upper-body) didn’t travel to Newark. 
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Islanders' Alexander Romanov levels Miles Wood, fights Michael McLeod 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated December 10, 2022 12:53 am2-3 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK — Miles Wood was skating through the offensive zone with his 
head down when Islanders defenseman Alexander Romanov leveled him 
with a check to the chest. 
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A shaken Wood left the Islanders’ 6-4 win over the Devils at 12:05 of the 
second period as teammate Michael McLeod confronted Romanov, who 
has a reputation for thunderous hits. 

“I can’t just let him skate through the four guys and score,” Romanov 
said. “I never chase some guys. Never tried to destroy somebody. Just a 
clean hit. Solid.” 

McLeod was given a two-minute instigator penalty and a 10-minute 
misconduct. Romanov said he was not surprised that McLeod fought 
him. “No, no, because after every hit, somebody tries to drop the gloves,” 
he said. 

“I thought it was a great hit,” Islanders coach Lane Lambert said. “Clean 
hit. It got our bench going for sure.” 

Beauvillier hurting 

Anthony Beauvillier went hard into the boards behind the Devils’ crease 
at 9:09 of the first period after trying to convert a feed from Anders Lee. 
Beauvillier skated slowly to the Islanders’ bench favoring his left shoulder 
and later took one more shift before exiting the game. He logged just 
3:53. Lambert did not provide an update on him after the game. 

Isles files 

Cal Clutterbuck logged 13:20 with four hits and a goal after missing three 
games with an upper-body injury . . . Neither Adam Pelech (suspected 
head injury) nor Kyle Palmieri (injured reserve/upper body) made the trip 
to New Jersey . . . Scott Mayfield was on ice for 25:05, a season high 
for the Islanders . . . Robin Salo logged 7:25 in his first game since Oct. 
20  . . . The Islanders wore their home blue uniforms and the Devils wore 
their white Reverse Retro jerseys. The Islanders will debut their 
Fisherman Reverse Retro jerseys against the Hurricanes on Saturday 
night at UBS Arena. 
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Islanders get hot early, hold off Devils for victory 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated December 10, 2022 12:49 am4-5 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK — The Islanders didn’t underestimate the Devils this time 
around. 

“They’re a fast team,” Casey Cizikas said. “I think we didn’t respect them 
enough in that first game, and that’s on us. That’s something we 
definitely learned from.” 

The Islanders handed the Metropolitan Division-leading Devils a rare loss 
on Friday night at Prudential Center, opening a four-goal lead in the third 
period of a chippy game and holding on for a 6-4 victory. 

The Devils skated six-on-five in a wild final 7:52 as Jack Hughes logged 
the longest shift in NHL history, staying on the ice for the final 6:02. 

Given that the Devils (21-5-1) were 18-1-1 since Oct. 25 and the 
Islanders (17-11-0) came within one goal of their season high, this win 
likely ranks as their best of the season. 

“These ones feel good when you can put together a solid effort on the 
road,” said Brock Nelson, who scored twice to extend his point streak to 
seven games. “It’s a team that’s been at the top of the league from the 
start of the season. It was a good test for us.” 

Semyon Varlamov made 25 saves and defenseman Alexander Romanov 
made an impact with two assists and by knocking Miles Wood from the 
game with a clean second-period check. 

The Islanders managed with only 11 forwards after Anthony Beauvillier 
hurt his left shoulder in the first period. 

And they managed after goalie Akira Schmid exited for an extra skater 
and the Islanders leading 6-3. 

Hughes brought the Devils within 6-4 at 13:39, then blocked back-to-back 
empty-net attempts by Romanov and Zach Parise. Devils defenseman 
Dougie Hamilton later hit the crossbar. 

“There was a lot going on,” defenseman Ryan Pulock said. “A different 
game for sure. But you’ve got to be prepared for whatever comes. We 
stuck with it. We stayed composed.” 

The Devils, catching the Islanders flat-footed with their speed, dominated 
the teams’ first meeting with a 4-1 win at UBS Arena on Oct. 20. They 
held a 41-17 shot advantage and outchanced the Islanders 75-48. 

Cizikas said that game served as a “wake-up call” for the Islanders, who 
won 13 of their next 19 games. 

“I remember thinking about retiring that night,” said Cal Clutterbuck, who 
made it 6-3 at 1:00 of the third period after returning in the second period 
wearing a full cage after a first-period head butt that left his nose and 
upper lip bloodied. 

“It was a combination of a perfect storm. They were starting that big run 
they went on. I really don’t think we were prepared for that and they didn’t 
let up. We had to look at ourselves after that one and say, ‘OK, boys, 
time to step up.’ ” 

The Islanders drove Vitek Vanecek from the game in favor of a sharper 
Schmid after he allowed four goals on 17 shots. 

Cizikas, finishing off an odd-man rush on Matt Martin’s feed, made it 3-1 
at 3:31 of the second period with his first goal of the season. Oliver 
Wahlstrom, from the left circle, pushed it to 4-1 just 34 seconds later. 

Dawson Mercer cut that to 4-2 on the rush at 6:03. 

Nelson’s second goal of the game, a one-timer on the power play from 
low in the right circle, made it 5-2 at 16:47 of the second period. 

Nico Hischier’s power-play goal gave the Devils a 1-0 lead at 5:32 of the 
first period, but Nelson scored a tying wraparound goal at 15:37 before 
Lee converted from the slot with 9.0 seconds left in the first period. 

The second-place Hurricanes will visit UBS Arena on Saturday night. 
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Isles-Devils kicks off stretch against top teams 

 

By Andrew Gross 

Updated December 9, 2022 5:21 pm4-5 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK — The NHL schedule is not supposed to be easy. 

But the Islanders open a particularly tough stretch on Friday night against 
the Metropolitan Division-leading Devils at Prudential Center. The 
second-place Hurricanes visit UBS Arena on Saturday night and the 
Islanders then begin a season-long five-game road trip against the 
Atlantic Division-leading Bruins on Tuesday night. 

“It’s going to be some good hockey and something that’s going to test us 
as a team,” Casey Cizikas said. “That’s what you want. You want to be 
tested. You want to be pushed. Coming up here with these three games 
it’s a good test for us as a group and something we’re looking forward to. 
There’s nothing better than good, hard-fought hockey.” 
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“All the stretches are the same except now these are some top-dog 
teams,” captain Anders Lee said. “These aren’t going to be easy points to 
get. These types of stretches and challenges are exciting moments in the 
season. It creates a little bit of energy just by knowing how big a 
challenge it can be.” 

The Islanders enter Friday’s match having lost three of four and 
jockeying for playoff position with the Penguins, Rangers and Hurricanes 
within the division and the Lightning, Red Wings and Panthers within the 
Eastern Conference. 

But even after the Islanders finish the five-game road trip, which also 
includes contests against Pacific Division-leading Vegas, the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Avalanche and the Rangers, the Islanders still will 
have 48 games left in the regular season. 

“Right now it’s important to build our game,” Lee said. “There’s still a lot 
of hockey to be played. But, yeah, you want to be in a good spot. You 
look at [the standings], it’s nice to see yourself in a good spot.” 

The Devils, catching the Islanders flat-footed with their speed, dominated 
the teams’ first meeting with a 4-1 win at UBS Arena on Oct. 20 as they 
held a 41-17 shot advantage and outchanced the Islanders, 75-48. 

Cizikas said that game served as a “wake-up call” for the Islanders, who 
proceeded to win 13 of their next 19 games. 

“They’re a fast team,” Cizikas said. “I think we didn’t respect them 
enough in that first game and that’s on us. That’s something we definitely 
learned from.” 

“They took it to us pretty good that game,” defenseman Noah Dobson 
said. “It was definitely a wake-up call. I thought we responded well to a 
tough start. We dug ourselves out of that and got ourselves into a good 
position and had a really good November with a lot of road games. We’ve 
just got to continue to build our game and keep getting better, each 
game, each week, each month. It’s a big stretch coming up.” 

Also an interesting one because, to date, the Islanders actually hadn’t 
played too many games against teams currently holding playoff positions. 

Entering Friday’s match, the Islanders held a 3-4-0 record against the 15 
other teams that occupied postseason spots at the start of the day’s play. 
Obviously, that’s way too small of a sample size to determine how the 
Islanders can measure up against elite competition. 

But the Islanders have struggled at times against teams with superior 
speed such as the Devils. 

“Every game is a challenge,” said defenseman Robin Salo, expected to 
get the first chance to rejoin the lineup if Adam Pelech, who appeared to 
suffer a head injury in Tuesday’s 7-4 loss to the visiting Blues, is forced 
to miss time. 

“Every team is different. We just have to get ready and scout the 
opposition and try to do a good job.” 

It won’t be easy. But it’s never supposed to be. 
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Alexander Romanov’s thunderous hit helps Islanders to most impressive 
win of season 

 

Kevin Kurz7-8 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK, NJ — It’s one of the most overused phrases in all of hockey, 
uttered in dressing rooms countless times throughout the course of a 

season. Whenever a team is missing a key player or two, so it goes, 
other guys need to “step up.” 

The Islanders are now missing arguably their most important 
defenseman, as Adam Pelech was unable to play in Friday’s game in 
New Jersey because of an apparent head injury. It’s anyone’s guess how 
long he’ll be out. And in a rousing 6-4 win over the Devils, Alexander 
Romanov was one particular player who stepped up on the blue line in 
Pelech’s absence. 

But it wasn’t just in a figurative sense. 

Romanov zeroed in on Devils forward Miles Wood and delivered the 
most thunderous hit by an Islanders player this season, lifting Wood off of 
his skates and flat onto the ice in the second period with the Islanders 
leading 4-2. It came at an important time, too, as the Devils had scored 
their second goal about six minutes earlier, and the game looked like it 
might become a bit of a track meet — which would favor the speedy 
Devils, who have zoomed around opponent after opponent in blitzing 
their way to the NHL’s second-best record. 

Wood was shaken up on the play, perhaps from the whiplash of running 
into the brick wall that is the solid, 6-foot-1, 215-pound Islanders 
defenseman. He did not return. 

The Islanders didn’t score on the ensuing power play they were awarded 
when Michael McLeod jumped Romanov just after the hit and earned the 
extra two minutes for instigation, but it did allow them to regain the 
momentum. A few minutes after it, Alexander Holtz was issued a hooking 
minor and Brock Nelson restored the Islanders’ three-goal cushion with 
his second of two goals on the night. 

Did Romanov’s hit have an effect on the game? 

“How could it not? It’s as big a hit as you’re going to see, especially in 
today’s game,” said Cal Clutterbuck, who has been credited with more 
hits than anyone else in the history of the league and who also scored 
Friday despite having to miss time in the first period after suffering a 
bloody nose from what he said was a head butt from an opposing player 
he chose not to identify. 

“I think with a team that likes to attack offensively through the middle and 
cutting in and out,” Clutterbuck continued, “it might make you think twice 
about doing that, especially with your head down.” 

Romanov, who had a pair of assists in a season-high 24:45 of ice time, 
also gave his perspective on the play. 

“Clean hit,” he said. “I can’t just let him skate through the four guys and 
score. … I never try to destroy somebody, it’s just a clean hit.” 

Lane Lambert agreed that the hit was clean. “It got our bench going, for 
sure. I thought the atmosphere in the game overall was outstanding. The 
crowd was great. It was a good hockey game.” 

Given the factors, Friday’s win was almost certainly the Islanders’ biggest 
of the season. The first-place Devils entered with an 18-1-1 mark in their 
previous 20 games, while the Islanders were without not just Pelech but 
also Anthony Beauvillier after he left the game in the first period from 
going hard into the end wall and injuring what looked to be his left arm or 
shoulder. Lambert did not update Beauvillier’s health after the game, as 
is standard practice. Kyle Palmieri (upper body) also remains out. 

That meant that Robin Salo drew in for the first time since Oct. 20, and 
there was no doubt that the Islanders were going to be tested by the 
Devils, who skated all over them in their first meeting at UBS Arena in a 
4-1 final. The Islanders remembered that one well, and with Pelech out 
they knew what kind of test they were in for. 

“The first time we played them we didn’t really know what to expect,” 
Zach Parise said. “They were buzzing around us. Tonight, we knew we 
had to skate, and we did a good job.” 

The second period — both before and after Romanov’s hit — was the 
difference. After the Islanders grabbed a first-period lead on goals by 
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Nelson and Anders Lee, they increased their lead with two more just 34 
seconds apart when Casey Cizikas and Oliver Wahlstrom also found the 
back of the net, chasing goalie Vitek Vanecek. 

Dawson Mercer brought the Devils back to within two about six minutes 
into the second and had plenty of time to keep mounting a comeback, 
before Romanov had other ideas. 

The game was notable for Romanov, too, in that he struggled in the 
Islanders’ game Tuesday against St. Louis. He was on the ice for the 
Blues’ first three goals in what was a 7-4 loss, failing to stop a pair of two-
on-one rushes that ended up as goals, then allowing Ryan O’Reilly a 
couple of chances from in tight, the second of which the Blues captain 
pushed past goalie Ilya Sorokin. 

Friday’s game was the ninth straight that Romanov skated primarily with 
Scott Mayfield, after he began the season alongside Noah Dobson. 
That’s a pair that is going to be vital, particularly if Pelech remains out. 

Despite the rough performance against the Blues, Lambert indicated that 
he’s been happy with Romanov’s game. 

“I think it’s been pretty good,” he said, speaking before puck drop with the 
Devils. “Obviously (on Tuesday) he had a game where he got caught 
with a few minuses, but overall if you look at the last eight games since 
we made the switch, I think his game has been very strong.” 

Clutterbuck said: “He’s been steady. I like how aggressive he is; 
sometimes a little bit too much. He’s a young kid. I just love his get-up-
and-go, his sort of gamesmanship. He’s a gamer.” 

The Romanov-Mayfield pair also saw lots of ice time late in the third 
period, as the Devils played with their goalie pulled for nearly the entire 
final eight minutes of regulation. That made things slightly more 
interesting with a Jack Hughes goal at 13:39. In the final 2:18, Romanov 
and Mayfield stayed on the ice for all of it and helped make sure that the 
Devils didn’t get any closer. 

The Islanders’ schedule won’t get any easier in the immediate term, with 
Carolina visiting Saturday and a visit to league-leading Boston on 
Tuesday. Kicking off the difficult stretch with a win while still down some 
important players is promising, according to Parise. 

“It’s a team that’s been playing great hockey. It’s tough to compare 
(wins), but I think with all things considered, it was probably one of the 
bigger ones,” he said. “Not only that, going into a really tough stretch of 
games, good for us to get that first one.” 

“Strictly five-on-five I thought we did a very good job,” Lambert said. “It’s 
very encouraging. We just have to have people step up, and I thought 
guys did.” 

Especially one guy. 
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Islanders’ fisherman gets modern reboot as fans welcome once reviled 
logo 

 

Kevin Kurz16-20 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

The thought process was, at the very least, somewhat understandable. 

The New York Islanders were more than 10 years removed from their 
glory years. The superstar, future Hall of Fame players like Denis Potvin 
and Mike Bossy had been retired for some time. Attendance at their 
crumbling arena, Nassau Coliseum, was plummeting, as were revenues. 
And around the corner, the other two NHL organizations were thriving, 
with the New York Rangers coming off of a Stanley Cup championship in 

1994 — pummeling the Islanders in the first round along the way — and 
the New Jersey Devils capturing the trophy the following season. 

Something had to be done, and it had to involve more than just changes 
to the roster and coaching staff. 

Regarding the latter, the Islanders did make quite a splashy move. They 
fired coach Lorne Henning on May 3, 1995 after just one unproductive 
season, opening the door for Mike Milbury, then a 43-year-old hockey 
analyst with ESPN and someone well-known for his fiery demeanor both 
on and off the ice. This was a guy who was involved in some heated 
battles with those late 1970s and early 1980s Islanders during his playing 
days in Boston as a Bruins defenseman, and who once climbed into the 
stands during a gong show of a brawl and infamously beat a fan with his 
own shoe, for crying out loud. 

The undermanned Islanders, just 15-28-5 in the lockout-shortened 1994-
95 season (the second-worst record in the league), were going to have to 
scratch and claw if they were going to improve in 1995-96, with a young 
roster devoid of elite-level talent. Milbury, the thinking went, was the 
perfect personality to instill that kind of scrappy attitude into the 
inexperienced group. 

And, he was a marvelous choice to be the face of their massive 
rebranding effort, as the Islanders suddenly moved away from their 
classic blue and orange logo, featuring a map of Long Island and a 
hockey stick, to a menacing fisherman in a teal slicker and hat with a 
fierce, angry scowl painted across his face. 

When Milbury was introduced as the new coach in a press conference on 
July 5, 1995, standing at a podium and in front of a backdrop with the 
new logo, while wearing a windbreaker adorned with the fisherman on 
the upper left, it had to be an exciting time, regardless of the long road 
back to respectability ahead. 

Right? 

“No, it wasn’t exciting,” Milbury said. “For me, obviously getting the job 
was exciting, but I’m a traditionalist. This is an organization that was 
(about) a decade removed from one of the great runs in Stanley Cup 
history. I didn’t see the need for a dramatic change. But, it was a fait 
accompli when I got there.” 

He continued: “I’m sure there were some people that thought it was 
interesting, but there were a lot of people that I found pushing back. But 
there was not much anybody could do at that point.” 

One of the strangest eras of Islanders hockey, and in recent NHL history, 
was underway. 

There is no greater authority on the Fisherman Era than Nick Hirshon, a 
journalism professor at William Paterson University and who authored a 
book about the two seasons the Islanders wore that logo. “We Want 
Fishsticks” was released four years ago, on Dec. 1, 2018. 

“It’s one of the most colorful, bizarre, infamous eras that any hockey 
team has experienced, mixed in with some good times, but a lot more 
negative,” Hirshon said. “It’s kind of impossible to think that a 
professional sports franchise today would commit some of the same 
mistakes and experience some of the same fan backlash without 
responding sooner. But I think it was a real product of the times, before 
sports branding became more sophisticated, before social media existed, 
at a time when you could maybe get away with doing some things and fly 
under the media radar.” 

What is evident is that the Islanders’ front office didn’t do nearly enough 
research before making the sudden switch from the logo that fans 
associated with one of the greatest hockey teams of all time to whatever 
this was. Not only was the logo different, but the sweater featured a wavy 
design all around, including some dizzying numbering and lettering on 
the back. 

From a hockey standpoint, the 1994 first-round loss to the Rangers was 
particularly jarring. Not only did the Islanders lose all four games, but 
they were also outscored a combined 22-3 in the four defeats. Along with 
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their subsequent miserable campaign under Henning, as well as the fact 
that general manager Don Maloney traded away a number of popular 
players like Pierre Turgeon in April 1995, team ownership and 
management started to associate that classic logo with the recent failures 
rather than the championship seasons a little more than a decade earlier. 

“They really didn’t do any focus groups or interviews with fans,” Hirshon 
said. “The only thing that I could come up with in my book that even 
amounts to close to research is one of the Islanders executives (Tim 
Beach) went to Quinnipiac University and held up the jersey to a class 
that he was speaking to and asked the students, ‘Hey, do you guys like 
this, or not?’ He said it was kind of mixed results.” 

“If they had done focus groups,” Hirshon continued, “fans would have 
said we like the original logo. We don’t want to see that gone. … And, 
fans would have noticed it looks a lot like the Gorton’s fisherman.” 

If they didn’t notice the resemblance to that fictional frozen fish pitchman, 
there were plenty of people around who could quickly point it out. 

Chris Botta, who worked for the Islanders for 20 years in public relations, 
was with the team during the rebranding effort. While he believes the 
logo never had any real chance of succeeding, it was pretty well doomed 
from the start when the New York Daily News got ahold of it. The paper 
even slapped the fisherman on Potvin. “Here’s what Denis Potvin would 
have looked like with the new ‘fish sticks’ logo on his sweater,” read the 
caption. 

“It was never going to work. We get that,” Botta said. “But all they had 
was the logo instead of the uniform and the jersey — and they took that 
logo and they put it on Denis’ chest. From that moment on, there was 
nothing anybody could do. The reaction was fiercely negative.” 

Milbury, too, got the sense that most of his players were not all that 
enthralled with the new look. 

“I don’t think the players liked it at all,” Milbury said. “I don’t think they had 
any affinity for the fisherman jersey. The Islanders uniform was a classy 
uniform, I thought. It was simple and straightforward, and not schticky at 
all. And this was the ultimate schtick.” 

He added: “I got the sense that they were like, geez, what the hell. And 
the fact that we were not a very good team made us fodder for all sorts of 
verbal abuse from opponents and fans.” 

This was the case, particularly at Madison Square Garden. 

The tables had recently turned with the two New York franchises. For 
years, the Rangers and their fans had to endure the “1940! 1940!” chant 
from Islanders fans and in other East Coast buildings around the league, 
referring to the 54-year drought that the Blueshirts endured between 
Stanley Cup championships. Their win in 1994 put an abrupt end to that. 

Now, perhaps feeling emboldened, Rangers fans quickly seized on a 
“We want fishsticks!” chant, serenading the Islanders on their many visits 
to the World’s Most Famous Arena. 

“I do remember the Garden just being ruthless about it,” recalled Jamie 
McLennan, then still a young goaltender trying to establish himself in the 
league. “When they won it in ’94, that was my first year. And they just 
dummied us. They outscored us (22-3) in a sweep, and it was a 
bloodbath. I remember fans fighting in the stands, and the Rangers rolled 
right to the Cup. They were that good of a team. So then fast forward, we 
switch jerseys and stuff, and the Rangers are coming off a Cup. They 
were feeling it.” 

Said Botta: “It was tough on the Islanders fans. … (The Rangers) won 
their Cup now. The one thing the Islanders fans had was 1940. Now, 
they don’t really have that. ‘We want fishsticks’ took on a life of its own.” 

There are varying opinions on whether the logo might have had a fighting 
chance to succeed had the Islanders simply been a better team. Winning 
cures many ills, and the Islanders weren’t able to do that, on top of being 
a generally dysfunctional franchise at that point. In the two seasons they 
wore the fisherman, the Islanders were a combined 51-91-22 (although 

they brought back the original crest for select games in that second 
season). 

Milbury lasted just a season and a half behind the bench before moving 
into Maloney’s vacated general manager’s office midway through the 
1995-96 season, appointing Rick Bowness as head coach. Meanwhile, 
Milbury was instructed by team ownership to shave payroll. 

“That meant goodbye Wendel Clark, goodbye Mathieu Schneider,” 
Milbury recalled of having to deal away that pair of key contributors to 
Toronto. “That was the only way to do it — the highest paid guys on the 
team, and maybe the most popular guys on the team.” 

“Everybody likes success,” Milbury continued, “and that may have 
overshadowed some of the distaste for (the fisherman). But we’ll never 
know, will we?” 

Hirshon believes a winning record and a more stable franchise might 
have allowed it to survive. 

“I think if they had started to win a lot, people would have been more 
forgiving,” he said. “I don’t know how much it would have caught on, but I 
do think that could have happened.” 

Still, not everyone hated, or still hates, the fisherman logo. While some of 
the older players on the team in 1995-96 like Darius Kasparaitis and 
Travis Green, who had worn the classic Islanders logo a few years earlier 
never seemed to be fully on board with it, McLennan actually didn’t mind 
the look. 

“I’m in a minority, I actually like it,” he said. “I got this cool set of gear to 
match it. I had these teal pads that matched the color. I thought my gear 
set up was really cool.” 

Still, McLennan said, “I was ignorant, and I’ll fully admit that, to how much 
(the classic logo) meant to the history of the franchise and the fanbase.” 

It’s that history that makes the logo so beloved. 

“All these traditional team names — cats, tigers, lions — the Islanders 
can never really have that,” Botta said. “So we have this stick, with (the 
map of) Long Island…and it probably wouldn’t have lasted, but Bobby 
Nystrom and (Clark) Gillies and (Bill) Torrey and (Al) Arbour got in the 
way, and that’s what makes that logo great. We can debate whether it’s a 
good logo or not; it’s iconic because they made it iconic.” 

And while that original Islanders crest isn’t going anywhere, the logo that 
was so controversial when it was launched is now back. 

The Islanders will debut their “reverse retro” jersey on Saturday at UBS 
Arena when they host the Carolina Hurricanes. They are the last of the 
32 NHL teams to debut its version, and it will be the first of six times they 
will wear it this season. Although the colors don’t exactly match the 
original, the fisherman is alive and well on the front, now wearing an 
Islanders-orange slicker rather than teal. It’s much less busy than the 
original, too, although there is a hint of teal in both the stick that the 
fisherman is holding and the subtle waves beneath him. 

Scott Mayfield is aware of the history associated with the fisherman. In 
fact, he came across Hirshon’s book on social media a few years back, 
read it cover to cover, and the two met in person and grabbed lunch 
together in 2019. 

“When I was drafted here (in 2011) I knew about the four Cups, but that’s 
about it,” Mayfield said. “I didn’t know a lot about the history. It was nice 
to brush up on some of the darker days that you don’t really hear about 
that much. There’s so many unique stories about the Islanders.” 

Mayfield also figures that to the younger generation — and, at age 30, 
he’s not among those that would have seen any of the Islanders’ 
dynasty-era teams — the fisherman is not looked upon with the ire and 
outrage that exists with some of the older fans. After all, many fans 
proudly wear the fisherman jersey at home games already. 

“You look at the people that wanted the fisherman jersey, it’s a younger 
group,” Mayfield said. “Their parents watched the Cup games, and now 
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they are Islanders fans. The fan base on Long Island is tight-knit, they 
pass it down through generations. The rebrand didn’t go the right way, 
but now I think us putting it on, it’s a nice little spark, I think, to kind of 
change it up.” 

Nick Pizzutello is the executive vice president of New York Hockey 
holdings. Unlike the previous time the fisherman was launched, 
Pizzutello indicated that the organization did much more research before 
deciding to bring back its controversial logo. 

Still, they had plenty of evidence that it was, and is, going to go over well. 
The Islanders have continued to sell merchandise adorned with the 
fisherman logo even before they revealed the new sweater, and, 
according to Pizzutello, it “flies off the shelf.” 

The previous iteration of the Islanders’ reverse retro sweater in 2020 was 
a flimsy effort that didn’t look much different than what they were already 
wearing. It was a missed opportunity that they weren’t going to repeat 
now for their 50th anniversary season. 

“From ownership, management, the whole team, it was all about listening 
to the fans and what they wanted to see, and seeing what the hockey 
guys and what the players like, and making sure that we were embracing 
that logic,” Pizzutello said. “If you look back to the last round of the 
reverse retro (significant) fan feedback was, we want the fisherman. 
Going back to Day 1, (Islanders co-owner) Jon Ledecky has said he’s a 
steward of the team, and it’s really the fans that own the team. That was 
what drove the decision-making process to bring it back.” 

Pizzutello is well aware that some older Islanders fans would still prefer 
the fisherman drowned at sea, never to return again. In redesigning the 
old look, the club did its best to marry the fisherman with the 
contemporary colors and brand in order to appease everyone. 

“Collectively we all wanted to evolve the jersey beyond what it was, and 
make it more streamlined, reduce some of the intense waviness, make it 
more with a flair of teal instead of something in your face, and make it 
kind of the modern version for the future of the fisherman that young fans 
and hopefully more traditional fans would both embrace,” he said. 

Pizzutello even reached out to the celebrity wing of the Islanders’ fan 
base, too. Ralph Macchio, according to Pizzutello, wasn’t all that 
interested in seeing the fisherman make a return, but now that he’s seen 
the updated look, he approves. 

Pizzutello also shipped the new sweater to Kevin Connolly, star of the hit 
HBO show “Entourage” and who directed the documentary “Big Shot,” 
chronicling the John Spano ownership debacle that happened shortly 
after the rebranding, in October 1996. Connolly, who grew up on Long 
Island and was in his early 20s during the fisherman era, said his initial 
instinct when he heard of that logo’s return was “to have a pit in my 
stomach.” 

Upon taking the reverse retro sweater out of the box in Los Angeles, 
though, he grew to like it — as did some of the younger hockey fans in 
his office. 

“It’s the best version of the fisherman jersey that could ever be made, 
which still maintaining the initial idea, which was the fisherman,” Connolly 
said. “So, yeah, I’m into it. I like it. The younger people have sold me on 
it.” 

He continued: “As miserable as that period of time was, you’ve gotta just 
put that behind us, man. It was a bad couple years. But we got the new 
building. We’ve got everything we ever wanted. Now, let’s play some 
hockey.” 

Hirshon looks favorably at the organization giving the fisherman another 
shot. After all, love it or hate it, it’s a part of the team’s history. 

“I think if you want to move past an era that has a lot of negative 
associations, you can’t just whitewash it and forget about it, and expect 
that people are going to suddenly stop mentioning the jersey at games, 
or mentioning the jersey on social media,” he said. “For two years it was 
the primary logo that identified your franchise. … Of course there’s going 

to be controversy, but that’s how we move past these things, by 
discussing them, not by trying to ignore them.” 

As for the man that is most associated with the logo, even he’s on board 
with it coming back. 

Kind of. 

“A handful of games, I guess everybody can have a chuckle over it,” 
Milbury said. “But if they were bringing it back for a full rebrand, that 
would be a different story.” 
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Rapid Recap: Islanders Chase Vanecek, Get Revenge in 6-4 Victory 
Over Devils  

 

Stefen Rosner5-6 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK, NJ–The New York Islanders brought the offense as they 
scored six goals against the surging New Jersey Devils in a 6-4 win. 
Devils netminder Vitek Vanecek was pulled after allowing four goals. 

The Islanders improve to 17-11-0 on th season and get payback for the 
embarrassing 4-1 loss the last time these two teams met. 

LINES 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cal Clutterbuck 

Adam Pelech-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Semyon Varlamov 

Ilya Sorokin 

SCORES 

Nico Hischier gave the New Jersey Devils a 1-0 lead on the power play 
at 5:32 of the first period as he roofed one on New York Islanders 
netminder Semyon Varlamov. Jesper Bratt and Dougie Hamilton were 
credited with the assists on Hischier’s 12th of the season. 

Brock Nelson scored his team-leading 13th of the season as he beat 
New Jersey Devils netminder Vitek Vanecek on the wraparound at 15:37 
of the first period. Alexander Romanov was credited with the assist as 
the Islanders tied the contest. 

Anders Lee scored his ninth of the season with nine seconds to play in 
the first to give the Islanders a 2-1 lead as he beat Vanecek glove side 
from the high slot. Romanov and Scott Mayfield were credited with the 
assists. 

Casey Cizikas gave the Islanders a 3-1 lead at 3:31 of the second period 
as he finished off a Matt Martin pass for his first of the season. Martin 
and Clutterbuck were credited with the assists. 

Thirty-six seconds later, Oliver Wahlstrom gave the Islanders a 4-1 lead 
as he buried a Mathew Barzal rebound for his seventh of the season. 
Barzal and Josh Bailey were credited with the assists at 4:05 of the 
second. 
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Dawson Mercer made it a 4-2 game as he finished off a two-on-one, 
courtesy of a Jack Hughes backdoor pass. Mercer’s seventh of the 
season was assisted by Hughes and Ryan Graves. 

Nelson scored his second of the contest to give the Islanders a 5-2 lead 
as he beat Arvida Schmid on a power play one-timer for his 14th of the 
season. Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Barzal were credited with the assists 
at 16:47 of the third. 

Cal Clutterbuck scored his third of the season to give the Islanders a 6-2 
lead as he beat Schmid from inside the left circle. The goal was 
unassisted. 

Tomas Tatar scored his seventh of the season to make it a 6-3 game as 
he fooled Varlamov with a toe drag, before sliding the puck through the 
wickets at 2:30 of the third period. 

Jack Hughes scored at 13:39 of the third period to get the Devils within 
two. The goal came with an extra attacker as Ruff pulled Schmid with 
over seven minutes to play. Hamilton was credited with the lone assist. 

Lee & Wahlstrom Snap Scoreless Streaks 

For New York Islanders forwards Anders Lee and Oliver Wahlstrom, 
goals have been hard to come by as of late. Lee was held scoreless over 
his last 13 games, while Wahlstrom was without a goal in five. 

Both players snapped their streaks, as Lee gave the Islanders a 2-1 lead 
with nine seconds to play: 

Wahlstrom gave the Islanders a 4-1 lead just over four minutes into the 
second: 

The Islanders need more wingers to produce, and against a tough Devils 
team, they got the production they needed. 

Nelson Leads Offensive Outburst 

The Islanders scored six goals against an elite New Jersey Devils team, 
four coming against starter Vitek Vanecek. After going down 1-0, the 
Islanders flipped a switch and scored at will. They scored four before the 
Devils could provide an answer and then another two after Dawson 
Mercer’s goal. 

Brock Nelson scored his 13th and 14th goals of the season, adding to his 
team lead. 

Vitek Vanecek Pulled for Arvid Schmid 

New Jersey Devils goaltender Vitek Vanecek has been on fire this 
season, but not Friday night. 

He allowed four goals on 17 shots as he was relieved by backup Akira 
Schmid after allowing his fourth goal of the contest just over four minutes 
into the second period. 

Out of the four goals he allowed, one could argue that all were stoppable. 

Schmid, in relief, allowed two goals on 15 shots. 

Notes: Anthony Beauvillier left in the first period and did not return. Cal 
Clutterbuck also left in the first period but returned wearing a cage. 

Next up: The New York Islanders are back at home to face the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday. Puck drop is slated for 7:30 PM at UBS Arena. 
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Gotta See It: Alexander Romanov Levels Miles Wood, Gets Jumped  

 

Stefen Rosner3-3 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK, NJ–It was just two weeks ago when New York Islanders 
forward Alexander Romanov was jumped after laying a legal check on 
Philadelphia Flyers forward Kevin Hayes. 

Here’s What Romanov & Mayfield Had To Say on Saturday’s Scrum With 
Flyers 

Well, it happened again against the New Jersey Devils, as with 7:55 to 
go in the second period Alexander Romanov leveled New Jersey Devils 
forward Miles Wood in the New York Islanders zone. 

It was a rather hard but legal hit which, as expected, the Devils took 
exception to. Immediately after the hit, Michael McLeod jumped 
Romanov, leading to a scrum in the corner. 

Romanov received five minutes for fighting, while McLeod received a 
two-minute instigating penalty, a five-minute penalty for fighting, and a 
10-minute misconduct. Tomas Tatar served McLeod’s fighting penalty. 

“Clean hit. I can’t just let him skate through the four guys and score,” 
Romanov said.  “Just like, I never chasing guys. Never try to hit…destroy 
somebody, you know? It’s just a clean hit.” 

Was Romanov shocked to see McLeod jump him? 

“No, because after every hit, somebody tried to drop the gloves. Yeah, 
not surprised.” 

Cal Clutterbuck and head coach Lane Lambert gave their thoughts: 

“Love it. Love it. Amazing. It’s as clean of a hit as you are going to find, 
and that’s a statement,” Clutterbuck said. 

“Well, I mean, first of all, I thought it was a great hit, clean hit, and it got 
our bench going for sure,” Lambert said. 

When NYI Hockey Now spoke with Alexander Romanov following his hit 
on Hayes, he had this to say about being jumped after legal hits: 

“I don’t know why guys doesn’t like clean hits now,” Romanov said. 
“Hockey has changed. Like 10 years, 15 years ago, like, it wasn’t even 
[big] hit. It wasn’t even big hit. That’s hilarious, you know. For me, it’s just 
fine because guys dropped the gloves after this. Like it’s not even hit.” 
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Clutterbuck Returns After First Period Injury, Beauvillier Does Not  

 

Stefen Rosner3-3 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK, NJ–The New York Islanders entered their contest with the 
New Jersey Devils already down two players, as forward Kyle Palmieri 
missed his seventh-straight game while Adam Pelech missed his first. 
Both players are out with upper-body injuries. 

New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert did provide positive news 
on the injury front, as Cal Clutterbuck was back in the lineup after 
missing the last three, also due to an upper-body injury. 

But Clutterbuck’s return was shortlived, or so we thought. 

The 35-year-old only made it through 1:51 minutes of ice time. We saw 
the same thing transpire in Philadelphia on November 29, as Clutterbuck 
played just 4:11 before leaving the game in a 3-1 loss. 

He left the Islanders bench with 9:27 to go in the first. 

Clutterbuck had been dealing with a nagging injury unrelated to last 
season’s shoulder injury. 
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But when the second period began, a bloodied Clutterbuck returned 
wearing a full cage. 

As for what happened, hesaid he was headbutted. He did not reveal who 
the Devils player was, but thought it was dirty. 

NYI Hockey Now asked him if it was awkard wearing the cage: 

“It’s been 20 years. It took a little getting used to, but it wasn’t terrible. It 
wasn’t terrible. It was fine. I don’t know if I want to do it all the time. But it 
allowed me to stay in it and whatever.” 

Clutterbuck also scored later in the contest as well. 

Anthony Beauvillier also left in the first period as he seemed to sustain a 
lower-body injury after crashing hard into the boards following a Vitek 
Vanecek poke-check. The 25-year-old forward tried to stay in the game, 
not missing a shift but left only after 3:53 minutes of ice time. 

His skates last touched the ice with 8:54 to play in the first. 

Beauvillier has not been dealing with any injury, to our knowledge. 

New York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert did not have an update 
following the game. 
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Notebook: Islanders Clutterbuck Returns, Lambert Making Defense 
Changes?  

 

Stefen Rosner4-4 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

NEWARK, NJ– The New York Islanders have their hands full Friday 
night, as they have to find a way to counteract the surging New Jersey 
Devils and their speed. 

The New York Islanders did not skate Friday morning, maybe to 
conserve all their energy, as the last time they faced the Devils, it was a 
4-1 loss at UBS Arena. The Islanders also play Saturday night as they 
host the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Islanders Face Surging Devils: ‘We Know What New Jersey Is Going to 
Do’ 

After the morning skate chat, Lambert confirmed Cal Clutterbuck would 
return to the Islanders lineup. The physical fourth-liner missed the last 
three games with an upper-body injury.  

 However, Lambert would not confirm if Hudson Fasching is the odd man 
out. Fasching’s spot and the blue line remain unsettled. 

The other two injured players, Adam Pelech and Kyle Palmieri (both 
upper-body, day-to-day), did not make the trip to New Jersey. 

Pelech will miss his first game, while Palmieri will miss his seventh 
straight game. 

In Thursday’s practice, Robin Salo took Pelech’s spot alongside Ryan 
Pulock, but Lambert clarified that his pairings would be fluid. 

“Well, everybody has to step up,” Lambert said. “Things will, maybe, shift 
around a little bit as the game goes on. There may be a couple of 
different pairings as well.” 

“So, you know, this is just something when somebody gets hurt, that’s a 
big part of your team. Other people have to step up.” 

The Pelech-Pulock defense pairing usually takes on the best the 
opposition offers. But without Pelech, the Islanders best defensive 

defenseman, that gameplan will have to change as Salo’s struggles at 
the NHL level have come in the defensive zone. 

Despite the Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield pairing coming off a 
terrible performance against the St. Louis Blues in Tuesday’s 7-4 loss, 
the expectation is that they would handle the role of shutting down the 
opponent’s top dogs but like Lambert said, this will be a team effort while 
Pelech remains sidelined. 

Check out the latest stories to know from NYI Hockey Now: 

Here’s What Lambert Said About Fasching; Increased Role on the 
Horizon? 

Over the last two games, that’s what Lambert has seen from 27-year-old 
forward and recent call-up Hudson Fasching, who has shown well filling 
in for Cal Clutterbuck (upper-body, day-to-day). Lambert spoke on what 
he had seen from Fasching. 

Here’s What Lambert Said About Fasching; Increased Role on the 
Horizon? 

Remembering the Islanders Last Trip to The Rock: A Special Night for 
Cory Schneider 

As the New York Islanders get set for their battle with the New Jersey 
Devils, we look back at the last time New York was in Newark. It was 
game 68 of the 2021-22 season, and with netminder Ilya Sorokin 
unavailable due to an upper-body injury, the Islanders recalled veteran 
netminder and former New Jersey Devil backstop Cory Schneider as he 
made his first NHL start in over two seasons. 

The result was a 27-save performance as the Islanders extended their 
win streak to four games with a 4-3 win. 
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Remembering Last Trip to The Rock: A Special Night for Cory Schneider  
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As the New York Islanders get set for their battle with the New Jersey 
Devils, we look back at the last time New York was in Newark. It was 
game 68 of the 2021-22 season, and with netminder Ilya Sorokin 
unavailable due to an upper-body injury, the Islanders recalled veteran 
netminder and former New Jersey Devil backstop Cory Schneider, as he 
made his first NHL start in over two seasons. 

The result was a 27-save performance as the Islanders extend their win 
streak to four games with a 4-3 win. 

Here’s NYI Hockey Now’s story from that night, a night that proved to 
anyone watching that determination and a belief in oneself is a power like 
no other (edited): 

Cory Schneider Returns to NHL Crease, A Night to Remember 

On Sunday, 36-year-old netminder Cory Schneider turned aside 27 of 30 
shots in his first NHL game in over two seasons as the New York 
Islanders defeated his former team, the New Jersey Devils, by a slim 4-3 
margin. 

The win marked the Islanders fourth win in a row, and as we waited for 
the postgame media availability, we could hear cheering from the New 
York Islanders dressing room as they celebrated not only the win but 
Cory Schnieder’s achievement. 

“We’re happy for Schneids. That’s a cool moment,” Kyle Palmieri said. 
“And we all know how hard he’s worked and how good of a teammate 
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he’s been over the years, so it’s just a lot of excitement for him, and 
we’re just gonna keep this thing rolling.” 

After sustaining a hip injury back in 2018, Cory Schneider’s career was 
never the same. Once an elite netminder in the NHL, the injury took his 
mobility away, and his play suffered. He lost his starting job in New 
Jersey and eventually lost his spot on the team after being bought out 
back in Oct. of 2020. 

But what Cory Schneider did not lose was his drive and determination to 
get back to the NHL. 

New York Islanders general manager Lou Lamoriello, who was at the 
helm in New Jersey when Schneider was acquired, signed the veteran 
netminder to a one-year deal as the third-string goaltender back before 
the beginning of the 2020-21 season. 

Schneider did not play much in the AHL in 2020-21, as he sat on the taxi 
squad for the season. After the season, the Islanders brought him back 
on another one-year deal. 

With Ilya Sorokin out with an upper-body injury and Semyon Varlamov 
having started the last three games, including both games of a back-to-
back, New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz decided to give 
Schneider the start. 

And for that, Schneider was very thankful. 

“I’m just grateful for the opportunity,” Schneider said. “You just don’t 
know after last year, and you’re not sure where your future is in your 
career at that point and if you ever get another opportunity.” 

Schneider had a few people to thank on his journey back. 

“On a personal note, you know (I want to) thank my wife, my kids for 
pushing me and encouraging me to keep going and to get me to this 
point. Obviously, the Islanders for bringing me on board and bringing me 
in the fold and giving me this opportunity,” Schneider said. 

“So again, you know, it’s, it’s easy to take the league for granted when 
you’re young, and you’re playing a lot, and things can change quickly, as 
we all know, in life in general, not just in hockey, so always be grateful for 
the chances you get.” 

Cory Schneider then spoke about a family tragedy that occurred over a 
year ago, the passing of his nephew and how he wished he could have 
seen the win. 

“You guys might know a year ago, I lost my nephew to the house fire, 
and he was a huge hockey fan. Huge, huge fan of me and the Devils and 
then the Islanders. I’d like to think he was here tonight helping me out 
because, you know, I had a few bounces, few breaks that went my way, 
and I know he would love to have been here,” Schneider said. 

“Some of his brothers were here, and their stepdad, so that was a really 
nice feeling to have them here as well.” 

Schneider’s teammates were ecstatic for him as they understood how 
long of a road back it was. 

“It’s amazing,” teammate Jean-Gabriel Pageau said. “A couple years, I 
think, to come back here in Jersey to win it. Couldn’t be more happy.” 

“He’s an amazing teammate to everyone. He’s nice with everyone. He 
brings always a smile to the rink. Day in and day out he competes. We 
couldn’t ask for more.” 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz was very happy for his 
netminder. 

‘I’m really happy for Schneider, really happy…The guys were really 
happy for him,” Trotz said. 

His former teammate in New Jersey and current teammate Kyle Palmieri 
reflected on watching Schneider deal with his injury. 

“It’s huge. Obviously, I’ve been his teammate going back a long time 
now. And he’s just he’s such an awesome guy. You watch him through 
the good times and the bad times, and he comes in with a smile on his 
face and works hard,” Palmieri said. “It’s been a tough road back for him. 
Going back to his surgery and the things he struggled with there, but it’s 
awesome to get the win for him tonight, especially in this building against 
this team.” 
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Here's What Lambert Said About Fasching; Increased Role on the 
Horizon?  

 

Stefen Rosner4-5 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

The New York Islanders have a handful of players that have not been at 
their best in 2022-23. With how the Metropolitan Division is shaping up, 
head coach Lane Lambert can ill-afford to have passengers on a nightly 
basis. He needs players in the lineup that will go full-throttle shift after 
shift. 

Over the last two games, that’s what Lambert has seen from 27-year-old 
forward and recent call-up Hudson Fasching, who has shown well filling 
in for Cal Clutterbuck (upper-body, day-to-day). Ross Johnston was a 
player that generally would have filled the fourth-line role, but Fasching 
got the chance instead. 

The Islanders did not skate Friday morning, so we do not know who is in 
or out yet, but based on Thursday’s line rushes, Clutterbuck looks to be 
returning after a three-game absence. Fasching skated as an extra but 
based on what we have seen through his first two games with New York, 
he deserves a better fate than being a healthy scratch. 

At the end of the day, he was called up to serve a need and did precisely 
that. 

In 25:31 minutes of play, Fasching has a goal on four shots, with three 
hits and a block. He has created six individual scoring chances for 
himself, five being ruled as high-danger per Natural Stat Trick. 

When on the ice, the Islanders have outshot their opponents 18-9, with 
1.64 Expected Goals For and just 0.8 Expected Goals Against, with both 
the Islanders and their opponents scoring twice. 

“Well, I liked what he did. He played well, and we all could see it,” New 
York Islanders head coach Lane Lambert said. “He was on pucks. He 
was strong, and he was [a] net front [presence]. He made some good 
plays.” 

As for the possibility of Fasching playing despite Clutterbuck’s return: 
“Those decisions will be made as we go forward. From the first couple of 
games that he played, and I think that’s a distinct possibility.” 

Fasching was a perfect fit on the fourth line. Given his ability to win board 
battles, help in the transition, and play a responsible hockey brand, he 
could be a solid option on the Islanders third line alongside Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau and Zach Parise. 

Currently, Simon Holmstrom fills that role, but if Lambert wanted to, he 
certainly could elevate Holmstrom to the Brock Nelson line, as Anthony 
Beauvillier has struggled to provide consistent production all season. A 
few days in the press box may benefit the 24-year-old winger, a reset to 
see if that will get him playing the way he needs to play on a nightly 
basis. 

NYI Hockey Now caught up with Fasching following Thursday’s practice 
to get his thoughts on how he played, what he had heard from 
management, and more: 
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“I’ve had some pretty positive feedback, and generally, they’re happy 
with my game,” Fasching said. “Obviously, a veteran guy is coming back 
into the lineup and welcoming him back in.” 

The fact that Fasching remains up with the New York Islanders is a major 
confidence boost. 

“I mean, it’s always an honor to be here, and yeah, it feels good to have 
them kind of behind me on that,” Fasching said. “I’m keeping a positive 
mindset, trying to be here for the team the best I can, and if something 
happens and they need me, I’ll try to be ready.” 
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Islanders Face Surging Devils: 'We Know What New Jersey Is Going to 
Do'  

 

Stefen Rosner5-6 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

The New York Islanders (16-11-0) are in New Jersey Friday night for a 
rematch with the Devils (21-4-1). Puck drop is slated for 7 PM at the 
Prudential Center. The Islanders will be wearing blue as the Devils are 
wearing their white Reverse Retros. 

The last time the New York Islanders danced with the New Jersey Devils 
was game four of the 2022-23 season, and the result was a 4-1 defeat. 

Once the puck was dropped at UBS Arena, the Devils showed off speed 
and determination we had not seen from New Jersey in quite some time. 

And the Devils did not look back, as they had the Islanders on their heels 
for the entirety of the contest. The Islanders were outshot 43-17, and 
what stood out was a lack of effort, which head coach Lane Lambert 
spoke about following the loss. 

“It was extremely, extremely disappointing,” Lambert said. “We had been 
trending up. We’ve done a lot of good things in the last couple of games. 
But tonight was a tough night for everyone.” 

The Islanders had won their previous two contests, taking down the 
Anaheim Ducks 7-1 before a 5-2 victory over the San Jose Sharks. But 
that Devils loss exposed the Islanders for their lack of speed and forced 
them to take a good, hard look in the mirror. 

“Obviously, they came at us hard. We failed to make poise plays,” 
Lambert said. “To a man, we all know we’re better than that. We’ll look at 
it, we’ll learn from it, and we’ll move on.” 

Since that loss, the Islanders have gone 14-8-0 and hold the top wild-
card spot in the Eastern Conference. The Devils have gone 19-2-1 and 
are starting to run away with the Metropolitan Division, holding a nine-
point lead over the Carolina Hurricanes. They sit tied with the Boston 
Bruins for the most points in the league with 43. 

They are a problem for any team that comes across them, primarily due 
to their speed in transition and players like Jack Hughes, who can turn 
nothing into something on a nightly basis. 

The Islanders know that, and they are preparing accordingly. 

“We certainly know they have speed. We know they’re competent. You 
know, we’ve all watched them,” Lambert said following Thursday’s 
morning skate. “So they’re playing very well. But you know, we have to 
make sure that we maintain our gaps, stay above them and play our 
game, and that’s really the focus for us as we know what New Jersey is 
going to do.” 

With Adam Pelech out (upper-body, day-to-day), the Islanders will look to 
Robin Salo to help fill the massive void and help shut down the fourth-
best offense in the NHL. 

The Islanders may get Cal Clutterbuck back in the lineup, as after 
missing the last three contests, he was a full participant at Thursday’s 
practice. Lambert will be without former Devils forward Kyle Palmieri, as 
he will miss his eighth-straight game with an upper-body injury (IR). 

Ilya Sorokin was the first netminder off the ice at Islanders practice on 
Thursday, as he is expected to make his 19th start of the season. He 
was in goal for the first meeting of the season between these two, as he 
stopped 39 of 42 in the loss. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINES (PROJECTED) 

Josh Bailey-Mat Barzal-Oliver Wahlstrom 

Anders Lee-Brock Nelson-Anthony Beauvillier 

Zach Parise-Jean-Gabriel Pageau-Simon Holmstrom 

Matt Martin-Casey Cizikas-Cal Clutterbuck 

Robin Salo-Ryan Pulock 

Alexander Romanov-Scott Mayfield 

Sebastian Aho-Noah Dobson 

Ilya Sorokin 

Semyon Varlamov 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS LINES (PROJECTED) 

With Sharangovich out for personal reasons (he and his wife expecting 
their first child), Andreas Johnsson slots into his spot at practice. 

ISLANDERS NOTES 

Tonight, the New York Islanders visit the New Jersey Devils in the 
second of three matchups between the two clubs this season. 

These teams last met on October 20 at UBS Arena. 

Tonight’s game is the Islanders’ first visit to Prudential Center since April 
3 of last 

season, when Jean-Gabriel Pageau scored a hat trick in a 4-3 Islander 
win. 

The Islanders enter tonight’s contest with a 6-2-0 record against 
Metropolitan Division opponents this season and have a 9-4-0 record on 
the road against the Devils since the 2020- 

21 season. 

DRAFTKINGS BETTING CORNER 

Do you think the New York Islanders will beat the New Jersey Devils? 
You can get the Islanders at -165 & -165 on the reverse puck line. The 
New Jersey Devils come in at -195, +140 on the puck line. 

The over for the contest is 6 at +100, with the under at -120. 

Head over to DraftKings to place your bets now! 

HOW TO WATCH 

Thursday’s contest will be available on MSGSN 2. On the radio dial, the 
game can be heard on 1050 AM ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU, and 103.9 FM 
LI News Radio 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 12.10.2022 

1262101 New York Islanders 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 10, 2022 

 

Rosner Wrap: First Look at Fisherman Gear, Lambert Provides Pelech 
Update  

 

Stefen Rosner5-6 minutes 12/9/2022 

 

Good morning and happy Friday. The New York Islanders are in New 
Jersey Friday night to take on the surging New Jersey Devils. Puck drop 
is slated for 7 PM. Here are the New York Islanders and NHL stories to 
know for today. 

NYI HOCKEY NOW 

It has been over seven weeks since defenseman Robin Salo skated in a 
game for the New York Islanders. With Adam Pelech out with injury, Salo 
gets a monumental chance to prove himself yet again. He’s got to be 
ready. New York Islanders. 

The New York Islanders were back on the ice Thursday as they gear up 
for a back-to-back against the New Jersey Devils and Carolina 
Hurricanes Friday and Saturday. The concern heading into practice was 
the status of New York Islanders top defenseman Adam Pelech, who left 
Tuesday’s game early in the third after going head-first into the boards 
and was not on the ice for practice. More from the skate. New York 
Islanders. 

The New York Islanders will debut their Adidas Reverse Retro 
Fisherman-themed jersey this Saturday night when they host the 
Carolina Hurricanes. During Thursday’s practice, the Islanders wore their 
Reverse Retro helmets, gloves, pants, and socks. New York Islanders. 

METRO DIVISION 

Washington Hockey Now: As the 2005 NHL Entry Draft took place at the 
Westin Hotel in Ottawa, Washington Capitals forward T.J. Oshie was 
glued to the TV in his friend’s basement. However, the top-rated 
prospect, who was coming off a season that saw him record 100 points in 
31 high school games in Warroad, wasn’t keeping an eye on the draft at 
all. Washington Capitals. 

Pittsburgh Hockey Now: The Pittsburgh Penguins’ power play is 
statistically one of the worst in the NHL. The man advantage has scored 
only 16 goals and ranks above only six other teams. In those struggles 
are a handful of direct and indirect negative results that limit the 
Penguins. Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Philly Hockey Now: Cam York is back with the Philadelphia Flyers. The 
21-year-old defenseman was recalled Thursday from the Phantoms to 
replace Egor Zamula, who was demoted to Lehigh Valley. Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

Florida Hockey Now: The Florida Pathers welcomed back captain Sasha 
Barkov ahead of their contest with the Detroit Red Wings. In his return, 
the Panthers won 5-1, with Barkov recording an assist. Florida Panthers. 

Detroit Hockey Now: Looking at the outcome in hindsight, a strong 
argument could be made that even if the Detroit Red Wings have been 
able to ice their entire A-list lineup, they probably still would’ve lost to the 
Florida Panthers on Thursday. Detroit Red Wings. 

Montreal Hockey Now: Four players became available for the Montreal 
Canadiens on Thursday, including the 16th overall pick at the 2018 Draft, 
Martin Kaut. In addition to Kaut, Tyler Benson (Edmonton), Kevin Rooney 
(Calgary), and Ryan Carpenter were also placed on waivers. Victor 
Berglund (Boston) was placed on unconditional waivers with the purpose 
of terminating his contract. Montreal Canadiens. 

Boston Hockey Now: Boston Bruins prospect Fabian Lysell is headed to 
the Swedish IIHF U20 World Junior Hockey Championships for a 
second-straight year. Lysell, 19, was named to the Swedish roster on 
Wednesday and will report to a quick training camp next week and the 

tournament will take place in Moncton and Halifax from December 26-
January 5. Boston Bruins. 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Vegas Hockey Now: Against the New York Rangers Wednesday night, 
head coach Bruce Cassidy started a line that was not listed on the lineup 
sheet with Will Carrier, Nicolas Roy, and Keegan Kolesar.  This is a 
perfect representation of the status of the Vegas Golden Knight’s bottom 
six, and here’s why. Vegas Golden Knights. 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

San Jose Hockey Now: Even in defeat, a dream came true. San Jose 
Sharks goaltender Eetu Makiniemi — pronounced “Ehhh-toe” — made 
his NHL debut last night against the Vancouver Canucks. The 23-year-
old relieved starting goalie Kaapo Kahkonen at the start of the third 
period, with the Sharks behind 4-3. San Jose Sharks. 

Los Angeles Hockey Now: Another test and another massive failure for 
the Los Angeles Kings. After a strong performance in Ottawa Tuesday, 
the Kings continue their trend of inconsistent play against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs Thursday. Losing 5-0. Los Angeles Kings. 
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Detroit Red Wings' Alex Nedeljkovic dejected after another bad night: 'I 
just need to execute' 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   22 hours ago 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Alex Nedeljkovic looked crestfallen as he addressed 
his latest performance. 

That the Detroit Red Wings face the Dallas Stars Saturday needing to 
flush a bad outing against the Panthers isn't all on Nedeljkovic, but while 
blame for Thursday's 5-1 loss spreads to entire team, it was Nedeljkovic 
who was trying to explain a third straight start where he gave up at least 
four goals. The Panthers scored twice inside a minute two separate times 
in the second period. 

"I think that’s just what it is lately," Nedeljkovic said in the visitors locker 
room at FLA Live Arena. "It’s been one goes in, it’s followed by another 
and then another. I think that’s every game now — except for in New 
York and the first Jersey game, I’ve given up four, at least. It’s been 
tough." 

Nedeljkovic has allowed at least four goals in six of his eight starts. The 
Wings have turned to Ville Husso as much as possible, but he needed a 
mental and physical break after starting three straight games, including a 
back-to-back last weekend. Coach Derek Lalonde said Husso will start 
against the Stars, after which the Wings don't play again until Tuesday, 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

It was Nedeljkovic's 1.90 goals-against average and .932 save 
percentage in 23 games with the Hurricanes in the pandemic shortened 
2021 season that led general manager Steve Yzerman to acquire 
Nedeljkovic, 25, in the summer of 2021. Nedeljkovic was solid last 
season, posting a 3.31 GAA and .901 save percentage for the Wings. 

He doesn't have an explanation for what happened this season. He and 
Husso alternated starts the first six games, until Husso's play earned a 
heavier workload. Nedeljkovic seemed to right himself with a terrific 
outing against at Rangers on Nov. 6, but he looked shaky when he next 
started, Nov. 12 at Los Angeles, and gave up four goals again Nov. 30 
against the Buffalo Sabres. 

"He’s in a tough situation where he is not getting action in between 
games and then he might get some of these assignments where it’s our 
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third game on our road trip," Lalonde said. "We didn’t give him any 
chance at all. If we played our game, play the way we are capable, we 
give ourselves a chance. We didn’t give ourselves a chance at all.  

"He had a really good first period, and then a breakaway beats him, and 
then it kind of fell apart in the second. Lot of volume, made a lot of good 
saves, again, our team game wasn’t good enough." 

Lalonde emphasized that, "Nedo was not an issue. It was our team play." 

It was a poor team performance against the Panthers, notably so after 
how well the Wings played two nights earlier in Tampa. There was no 
energy, no grit, no sustained pressure. They were outshot, 41-20. Dylan 
Larkin spoke afterwards of how teammates can help a struggling goalie. 

"You can clear out the front of the net, you can keep them to the outside," 
Larkin said. "We didn’t do that. It’s a tough challenge with how dynamic 
they are and how fast they play in transition. We minimized in the first 
part of the game, but they woke up and we didn’t have an answer for it." 

Nedeljkovic looked dejected as he spoke after the game. 

"I think just making him feel normal, joking around, making sure their 
head doesn’t get down," Larkin said when asked about stoking 
Nedeljkovic's confidence off the ice. "We all really try and pick each other 
up and I think that’s a really good sign in here and something I’ve been 
very impressed with." 

Lalonde said there hadn't been any discussions about recalling 
goaltender Magnus Hellberg, claimed off waivers in November, from the 
minors. The Wings next back-to-back comes next week, when they are at 
Minnesota on Wednesday after the Hurricanes game. 

Until his next game, Nedeljkovic has time to figure out how to right 
himself. 

"I felt good," he said. "Lot of shots early. I don’t know. I felt good. I felt 
good in practice. I just need to execute." 
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Detroit Red Wings game score vs. Dallas Stars: TV channel, time, radio 
info 

 

TYLER J. DAVIS   1 hour ago 

 

Game 27: Detroit Red Wings (13-8-5) vs. Dallas Stars (15-7-5) 

When: 2 p.m. Saturday. 

Where: American Airlines Center in Dallas. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit. 

Radio: WXYT-FM (97.1; Wings radio affiliates). 

⋅ Box score 

Game notes: Detroit lost, 5-1, to the Florida Panthers but had won six of 
its previous nine games. The Stars are an elite team by most measures, 
averaging 3.78 goals per game (third) and 2.85 against per game 
(eighth) with a top 10 penalty kill and power play. Jason Roberton leads 
the Stars at 23 goals (six on the man advantage) and is third on the team 
with 18 assists. The goaltending duo of Jake Oettinger (10-3-3, 2.56 
goals against average and a .915 save percentage with two shutouts) 
and Scott Wedgewood (5-4-2, 3.04 GAA and a .908 save percentage) 
has been great this season. Wings goalie Ville Husso (10-3-3, 2.56 GAA 
with a .915 save percentage and two shutouts) could get the start instead 
of struggling Alex Nedeljkovic, who has ceded four goals or more in six of 
his last seven starts, including the loss to the Panthers. 

These teams meet again April 10 at Little Caesars Arena. The Wings 
play the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday at home. The Stars hit the road 
to play Monday vs. the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 12.10.2022 

1262058 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Red Wings' David Perron shows ability to adapt in nearing 1,000 games 
played 

 

TED KULFAN   15 hours ago 

 

Sunrise, Fla. — Just as many other players have said the same thing, 
and it's true, David Perron had no expectation to get to this point, this 
number, and he's pleasantly surprised he's now here. 

On Saturday in Dallas, the veteran Red Wings forward will play Game 
No. 1,000 in his career. 

It's a quite an honor. Perron will become only the 374th player to reach 
the milestone. 

"It's a lot more games than I thought I would get to," Perron said. 

It's been quite a career for Perron, 34, who signed a two-year free-agent 
contract with the Wings last summer worth $9.5 million ($4.75 million per 
salary cap charge). Through 999 games, Perron is at 277 goals and 408 
assists for 685 points,. He has reached double figures in goals 14 times 
in his career, a mark of his consistency. 

Perron was signed for the unique blend of skills he's always brought to a 
team. Be it grit, offensive skills particularly on the power play, his 
improved attention to defense over the years, and veteran leadership 
coming from a winning culture from St. Louis, where the Blues won the 
2019 Stanley Cup. 

Thus far, it's been a perfect addition. Perron has eight goals and 12 
assists (20 points) in 26 games, and become an important presence on 
and off the ice. 

"He's brought a lot to our group in a short period of time," coach Derek 
Lalonde said. "Even the big picture of him getting to that point and the 
way he keeps competing and playing with such passion. (These 
milestones), they're so rare in this league." 

This is Perron's 16th NHL season, having spent time in St. Louis (three 
different times), Edmonton, Pittsburgh, Anaheim and Vegas. To play that 
long, for different teams with different playing styles, and maintaining a 
level of production, it's not easy in professional hockey. 

"I had to adapt through the years," said Perron, who has never been 
known as an elite skater but more of a player with sublime instincts and 
passion. "The way these young guys come into the league now, and 
they're all good athletes and good skaters from an early age, I had to 
adapt to that. 

"Every five or six years, the league adapts and gravitates to a new game. 
My skating was never my best asset, but I'm able to get to the areas I 
need to do on the forecheck, power play, playing in all situations. 

"Different teams, long (term) injuries, I kind of always questioned if I 
could get to this opportunity. It's pretty special, for sure." 

In the locker room, Perron is a player who brings everybody into the 
conversation and makes sure players are relaxed and ready and excited 
to play. 

On a relatively quiet team such as the Wings, outgoing personalities like 
Perron and Oskar Sundqvist (another former Blues player) are important 
characters. 
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"It's nice to hear him in the locker room; he's trying to talk to everyone," 
said Wings goaltender Ville Husso, yet another former Blues teammate 
of Perron in St. Louis. "He'll bring energy in the room. He knows how to 
handle everybody." 

Now that Perron has gotten to this milestone, he's of the thinking of why 
stop here? And, really, the way Perron has looked on the ice, there's no 
reason to believe any sort of end is near. 

"You keep striving for more," Perron said. "It feels similar to, not like 
winning a Cup, but when you get to a milestone early in your career, you 
take a breather and you're happy to get there, but as you get older you're 
not satisfied and you keep improving and getting better. 

"One thousand is a number and you want to keep adding to it." 

Soderblom to Grand Rapids 

The Wings activated forward Elmer Soderblom from injured reserve 
Friday and assigned him to minor-league affiliate Grand Rapids. 

Soderblom, 21, had two goals and six penalty minutes in 13 games with 
the Red Wings this season. Soderblom (6-foot-8, 246-pounds), who 
brings a unique blend of size and offensive ability to the lineup, has 
missed the last month after blocking a shot Nov. 8 against Montreal. 

Soderblom began skating with the Wings earlier this week. It's unclear 
how long Soderblom will remain with the Griffins. 

Trip finale 

Thursday's 5-1 loss in Florida was disappointing from every angle, with 
the Wings not playing well defensively, goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic 
continuing his season-long slump, and the team not generating much 
meaningful offense. 

The Wings have a chance Saturday in Dallas to end this four-game road 
trip with a winning record (2-1-0) and erase the ugly loss. 

"We just lacked, really, any grit in their offensive zone all night," captain 
Dylan Larkin said. "We didn't sustain pressure and win battles down 
there to keep pucks alive." 

Lalonde felt the Panthers had "a really easy night", and now it's on the 
Wings to reverse course in Dallas. 

"It'll be interesting to see how our guys respond from this," Lalonde said.  
"If we play the way we're capable of, we give ourselves a chance. We 
didn't give ourselves a chance at all." 

Red Wings at Stars 

▶ Faceoff: 2 p.m. Saturday, American Airlines Center, Dallas 

▶ TV/radio: BSD/97.1 FM 

▶ Outlook: Dallas (15-7-5) rallied to defeat Ottawa 4-3 Thursday in 
overtime. ... The Stars are concluding a five-game homestand in which 
they're 2-1-1. ... LW Jason Robertson is having an MVP-caliber season, 
with 23 goals and 41 points, while G Jake Oettinger (10-3-3, 2.56 GAA, 
.915 SVS) is developing nicely in his young career. 
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How Jared McCann, Matty Beniers and Jordan Eberle have become 
Kraken’s top trio 

 

Dec. 9, 2022 at 8:19 pm Updated Dec. 9, 2022 at 10:09 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

WASHINGTON — There’s no one simple explanation for why Jared 
McCann, Matty Beniers and Jordan Eberle have become the team’s most 
productive trio over the past month. 

After all, the line has excelled at winning puck battles and generating 
goals off hard work behind the net and in the corners. Considering 
McCann weighs 191 pounds, Eberle 190 and Beniers just 178, physical 
play wouldn’t be the first trait one thinks about with the three. 

Eberle offers up another not-so-obvious reason: Beniers and his defense. 

“I think he’s playing really well defensively and we’re creating offense off 
of that,” Eberle said after his team’s morning skate Friday before the 
Kraken opened a four-city road trip with a 4-1 loss to the Washington 
Capitals.  

Eberle’s line was held scoreless for one of the few times the last four 
weeks in this one. But he explained earlier in the day what he meant by 
Beniers and his defense helping the line’s offensive play. 

“With his speed and the way he skates through the middle, a lot of times 
he goes back there and grabs the puck and he’s able to break it out 
himself,” Eberle said. “It allows (McCann) to make a good wall play when 
it comes to moving up ice with speed. So, (Beniers) is doing a good job 
of that and I think (McCann) and I are doing a good job of making plays.” 

Whatever they’ve done, it’s working. The Natural Stat Trick website said 
the trio has outscored opponents 10-2, outshot them 58-41 and out-
chanced them 53-34 while playing at even-strength since Nov. 13.  

Eberle agreed that the line is also generating results off the type of 
grinding play not always expected from lighter-weight goal scorers.  

“Competitively, I think we’re winning a lot of battles — especially on the 
forecheck,” Eberle said. “We forecheck really well and we’re creating 
chances off that.  

“It seems like you’ve got to find different ways to score,” he added. “You 
don’t want to be a one-dimensional line. You don’t want to be a line that 
just scores off the rush. You want to be a line that does it all.” 

Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said the trio has “obviously had a very solid 
couple of weeks” and built the type of chemistry needed to bring speed 
and pace to their game and attack opponents from the neutral zone on 
in. 

“Probably the most important part of their game — offensively, anyway — 
has been the game they play down low below the tops of the (faceoff) 
circles in the offensive zone. I’m not sure if that’s what everybody would 
have expected initially when we put those guys together, but they’ve 
been good down low. They’ve worked really hard. They find second 
pucks, get pucks back. And that helps them extend offensive zone time 
and that’s made them effective.” 

And Hakstol agrees Beniers is helping with an improved defensive 
component to his game. 

“When you’re judging a player’s defensive play there’s always an 
element of what the matchups are and who he’s playing against,” Hakstol 
said. “But in Matty’s case it really hasn’t mattered. He’s been responsible, 
he’s confident defensively. There’s no question he’s learning. There are 
spots through individual games that he’s learning from. But he picks 
things up quickly.” 

Beniers entered Friday’s game with 10 goals and 11 assists, second only 
to the team-leading 12 goals by McCann and third in Kraken points with 
21, trailing behind Andre Burakovsky’s 26 and Eberle’s 22. 

For Eberle, who has six goals and 16 assists, the increased production 
pace is a welcome change after he dropped off considerably the second 
half of last season. Eberle attributes the surge to some of the improved 
talent across the lineup — making it difficult for defenders to zero in on 
just one or two players — but also the team’s competitive record. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 10, 2022 

 

“You look at the standings and where we are, you want to be competing,” 
he said. “Especially as you get older — you want to chase a Cup. That’s 
really all you care about. And when you’re in the race, games are a lot 
more enjoyable. A lot more fun.” 

And that newfound energy level might help explain not only Eberle’s 
individual stats jump, but his entire line’s ability to maintain its outsized 
physical play. 

Notes 

Alex Ovechkin’s empty net goal in the final seconds of Friday night’s 
game gave him 796 for his career, leaving him 98 goals behind Wayne 
Gretzky’s 894 for the most all-time. Ovechkin is just four goals from the 
800-mark, reached only by Gretzky and Gordie Howe — who had 801 
goals in the NHL and another 174 in the major pro World Hockey 
Association. 

The Kraken put out a lineup that looked like Washington Capitals West in 
this game. Philipp Grubauer got the start in goal, making 34 saves 
against a Capitals team he broke in with from 2012 through 2017-18, 
while winger Burakovsky played his first five seasons with Washington 
starting in 2014.  

Forward Daniel Sprong and defenseman Justin Schultz played with the 
Capitals last season and made their first trips back to Capital One Arena 
since leaving.  

Jaden Schwartz was scratched from the game and listed as day to day 
with an upper body injury. He’d notched 15 points his last 15 games 
against the Capitals, one of four teams along with Boston, Edmonton and 
Toronto he’d averaged a point a game or better with. 
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Kraken open tough road trip with loss to Capitals to extend losing streak 
to three 

 

Dec. 9, 2022 at 6:40 pm Updated Dec. 9, 2022 at 9:22 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

WASHINGTON — Kraken defenseman Adam Larsson, the only thing 
passing for a goal-scoring sniper in visiting colors Friday night, 
summarized the futility for a team now staring the potential of a lengthy 
losing streak square-on. 

As he slowly undressed, exhausted from a 4-1 loss to the Washington 
Capitals in which the defense corps lost hulking Jamie Oleksiak for much 
of the latter half, Larsson was asked about the Kraken’s limited scoring 
chances throughout. Aside from a late first period Larsson wrist shot from 
the left point that sneaked through a screen, those chances were remote 
indeed until some third period power play looks turned aside at critical 
moments by Caps goalie Charlie Lindgren. 

“I don’t know,” Larsson deadpanned. “You’ve got to score more than one 
goal to win the game more often than not.” 

Which is probably about as analytical a response as one should expect 
when a defensive defenseman is asked about offensive intricacies. A 
more probing question might be the proverbial elephant in the rink — no, 
not 6-foot-7, 255-pound Oleksiak (more on him in a bit), but a schedule 
that sees road games this week ahead against Florida, Tampa Bay and 
Carolina. 

The Kraken have never beaten the latter two on the road — or Tampa 
Bay ever — and just got thumped by Florida at home, meaning they’ll 
need to up their play to avoid this annoying little streak from morphing 
into the kind that demoralized them last season. They’d entered 8-1-1 on 
the road, the only team besides New Jersey to have just one regulation 
defeat away from home, though it was obvious early that the stat was in 
danger. 

Ultimately, the Kraken’s best offense in this game was a good defense, 
or, more specifically goalie Philipp Grubauer. He turned aside 34 of 36 
shots and kept his team in a game that should have been done well 
before Lars Eller and Alex Ovechkin sealed it with some late empty 
netters. 

Up to then, a Kraken team that’s now scored just four times in losing its 
last three games was only down 2-1 on a go-ahead Marcus Johansson 
goal because of Grubauer’s acrobatics. Larsson’s goal had sent the 
Kraken to the first intermission up 1-0 despite his team being outshot 12-
5 and prevented from any sustained offensive zone time. 

But Anthony Mantha tied it just more than five minutes into the middle 
frame when Grubauer couldn’t corral a rebound off a right point shot and 
the puck went in off Oleksiak’s skate following a wild scramble. 
Unfortunately for Oleksiak, that wasn’t the worst thing to happen to him 
that period. 

Halfway through the frame, he was assessed a five-minute match penalty 
for delivering a check to the head on Capitals defenseman Alexander 
Alexeyev in behind the Kraken net. It seemed lost on some of the booing 
Capital One Arena fans that former Caps Hall of Fame defenseman Scott 
Stevens used to routinely knock opponents senseless with similar hits to 
resounding applause.  

But that was in a different era and this one doesn’t tolerate blows that 
can lead to concussions. So, Oleksiak was sent packing and his 
teammates were forced to scramble for the next five minutes killing a 
penalty minus one of their best defensemen.  

“It’s an unfortunate situation,” Larsson said. “No. 1, you don’t want to see 
a shoulder to the head. And No. 2, you’re losing an important D-man. So, 
it’s just an unfortunate situation. But I thought the guys grinded. When 
you’re down to five (defensemen) in a game, it shouldn’t be an issue for 
your team.” 

They’d fended off more than three minutes’ worth of the penalty before 
onetime Kraken forward Johansson took a pass from Sonny Milano and 
fired a point-blank shot on Grubauer. The netminder got a piece of the 
puck, but it deflected up and over him and bounced into the net to put 
Washington ahead for good.  

“I think we gave up a little bit too many chances from the start, but overall 
the game was within reach,” Grubauer said. “I thought we could have 
won. So, it’s a tough loss and we’ve got to make sure we win the next 
one.” 

Grubauer felt the remaining defenders in front of him did “a great job” in a 
difficult situation after Oleksiak got tossed. 

“Any time you lose a D-man and you’re short it’s a little bit tricky,” 
Grubauer said. “But for the most part we killed off those five minutes 
early on. A bad bounce goes in the net, but I think we can build off that. I 
think those five guys that played did an amazing job after that.” 

So did Grubauer, stoning three successive chances in close by 
Washington’s top line just before the six-minute mark of the third to keep 
the Kraken in it. After an initial save on Conor Sheary, he made two more 
off Ovechkin and Dylan Strome while spread-eagled on the ice.  

Later, he stopped Sheary on a breakaway. 

The Kraken, now 15-8-3, entered the night having lost their last two 
games of a recent homestand by 5-1 and 4-2 scores. 

“Tough stretches, they’re part of this,” Kraken coach Dave Hakstol said 
afterward. “You have stretches where you play well and things go your 
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way. And you have tough stretches on the schedule where you just have 
to step up and play good hockey. 

“Our group is strong in the dressing room and confident that we can do 
better than we did tonight. I mean, there are a lot of areas we can do 
better in. So, we just need to own that and move forward.” 
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Week 9 NHL power rankings: Where the Kraken stand after consecutive 
losses 

 

Dec. 9, 2022 at 11:07 am Updated Dec. 9, 2022 at 11:07 am   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Not a whole lot of big movement this week as the elite and nonelite 
teams begin to distinguish themselves. 

Here are our Week 9 NHL power rankings entering Friday’s games 
(previous ranking in parentheses): 

1. (1) Boston Bruins, 21-3-1 

Finally lost a home game — in shootout to former coach Bruce Cassidy 
and his Golden Knights — after winning franchise record 14 in row. Still 
overcame 3-0 deficit to force OT.  

2. (2) New Jersey Devils, 21-4-1 

Shut out Chicago at home to became only third NHL team to post 10 
wins at home and on the road by its 26th game.  

3. (4) Toronto Maple Leafs, 17-5-6 

Points streak at 13 games (10-0-3) after consecutive shutouts, and 
individual points streak at a franchise-record 21 games for Mitch Marner.  

4. (6) Winnipeg Jets 17-7-1 

Connor Hellebuyck earned 400th career win this week and is No. 2 in 
NHL behind Bruins goalie Linus Ulmark in wins.  

5. (8) Vegas Golden Knights, 19-8-1 

First team to beat Bruins at TD Garden since playoffs last April. 

6. (5) Dallas Stars, 15-7-5 

Jason Robertson’s point streak ended at 18, and his league-leading 
goals total was overtaken by Connor McDavid in a 24-23 race. 

7. (4) Seattle Kraken, 15-7-3 

Lost a pair at home to Florida and Montreal by a combined 9-3 margin 
before tough four-city East Coast road trip.  

8. (9) Tampa Bay Lightning, 16-9-1 

Backup goaltender Brian Elliott is 6-0-0 since Oct. 22, helping the 
Lightning win nine of their past 12 games. 

9. (12) Pittsburgh Penguins, 14-8-4 

One regulation loss in 10 games, and Kris Letang back practicing after 
his stroke.  

10. (11) Carolina Hurricanes, 14-6-6 

Just one regulation loss in past 11 outings — though it’s a tricky stat 
because also lost five via OT or shootout.  

11. (7) Colorado Avalanche, 13-10-1 

In midst of first three-game losing streak of the season, though two came 
against the Bruins. 

12. (10) New York Islanders, 16-11-0 

Anthony Beauvillier and Josh Bailey highlighting struggles by Islanders’ 
wingers with just 11 and 7 points respectively. 

13. (14) Florida Panthers, 13-10-4 

Now have NHL-leading seven games of five-plus goals, and six of their 
past seven victories have seen them tally at least five.  

14. (15) Detroit Red Wings, 13-8-5 

Filip Hronek became first Wings player to earn points in first 11 road 
games, besting the 10-game mark of Sergei Federov.  

15. (16) Minnesota Wild, 13-10-2 

Kirill Kaprizov has goals in seven consecutive games and points in 13, 
both franchise records.  

16. (17) Edmonton Oilers, 15-12-0 

Connor McDavid has 13 points in past five games — seven goals — to 
overcome team’s porous goaltending.  

17. (13) Los Angeles Kings, 14-11-4 

Got blown out by Toronto on the road to remain a point behind the 
Kraken, who had four games in hand.  

18. (19) Calgary Flames, 13-10-3 

For all the qualms about goaltending, they’ve allowed three goals or 
fewer in nine in a row. 

19. (18) New York Rangers, 13-10-5 

Gerard Gallant already on the hot seat? That was the Big Apple buzz 
before his struggling team won past two games.  

Most Read Sports Stories 

Geno Smith on his unlikely journey: ‘My tough times would be a dream to 
someone else’ 

Jerry Dipoto on Mariners’ spending: ‘We’re doing it a different way’ 

20. (20) Montreal Canadiens, 13-11-2 

Survived tough West Coast road trip at .500 and should have been better 
had they not blown huge lead in Vancouver.  

21. (21) Nashville Predators, 12-10-2 

A water-main break in home arena limited their games played and made 
it tough to build off three-game win streak that ended Thursday night.  

22. (23) Washington Capitals, 12-12-4 

Alex Ovechkin moved within 99 goals of catching Wayne Gretzky for the 
all-time NHL lead.  

Sponsored 

23. (26) Vancouver Canucks, 12-12-3 

Keep an eye on these guys as they’ve won three in a row and six of 
eight.  

24. (25) Buffalo Sabres, 12-13-1 

Tage Thompson had a five-goal game and a six-point night against 
Columbus for a team that’s won three of past four.  
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25. (24) Ottawa Senators, 10-14-2 

Lost defenseman Artem Zub for a month to broken jaw as they try to 
figure out how season went south. Hint: Injuries helped. 

26. (22) St. Louis Blues, 12-15-0 

Lost five of six, and goalie Jordan Binnington is 0-6 with a 5.11 goals-
against average and .827 save percentage in past six outings. Yikes! 

27. (27) Philadelphia Flyers, 8-11-5 

They’ve lost 13 of 15 because they can’t score.   

28. (28) San Jose Sharks 8-16-5 

Four consecutive losses, but hey, at least defenseman Erik Karlsson has 
35 points.  

29. (30) Columbus Blue Jackets, 8-15-2 

Allowed five or more goals nine times and four or more 16 times, 
meaning Johnny Gaudreau just needs to score 100 for it to even out.  

30. (29) Arizona Coyotes, 7-13-4 

Six consecutive losses and 10 in past 11. In fairness, they’ve played 14 
consecutive road games. 

31. (31) Chicago Blackhawks, 7-14-4 

They’ve lost 16 of past 19. Hope Connor Bedard likes deep-dish pizza.  

32. (32) Anaheim Ducks, 7-17-3 

They actually won a game this week — in overtime, so still just one 
regulation victory in 27 tries. 
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Ovechkin, Mantha lead Capitals to 4-1 win over Seattle Kraken 

 

Staff Report 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

3-3 minutes 10/12/2022 

 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Anthony Mantha and Alex Ovechkin each had a 
goal and assist and the Washington Capitals beat the Seattle Kraken 4-1 
on Friday night. 

Marcus Johansson and Lars Eller also scored and Charlie Lindgren 
stopped 25 shots as the Capitals won three games in a row for the first 
time this season. Eller and Ovechkin sealed the with empty-netters in the 
final 1:06, with Ovechkin’s marking his 796th career goal. 

Adam Larsson scored and Philipp Grubauer finished with 34 saves as 
Seattle lost its third straight. 

The Kraken were outshot 12-6 in the first period but got on the 
scoreboard first as Larsson got his first goal in 20 games off a point shot 
through traffic with 2:09 left in the period. It marked the 18th time in 29 
games this season the Capitals gave up the first goal of the game. 

After getting numerous high-danger chances, Washington finally tied it at 
5:20 of the second as Mantha knocked in the rebound of Matt Irwin’s 
shot, putting it off Jamie Oleksiak’s skate and in. It was Mantha’s seventh 
goal of the season, and first in four games. 

Shortly after recording his first NHL assist on Mantha’s goal, Alex 
Alexeyev left the game after taking an elbow to the head from Oleksiak, 
who received a match penalty. The Capitals went on a 5-minute power 
play and Johansson scored his sixth to give Washington the 2-1 lead with 
6:45 left in the middle period. 
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NHL99: Bernie Parent elevated the Flyers franchise in goal — and in a 
famous photo 

 

Kevin Kurz14-18 minutes 10/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

For a brief moment in time, his was the face of the NHL — even if the 
only part that was visible was a pair of deep brown eyes, with a gaze 
fixed directly and ardently into the camera. 

When Bernie Parent appeared on the cover of the Feb. 24, 1975, issue 
of Time Magazine, it was a monumental moment for the NHL. At the 
time, Sports Illustrated was the big dog in the sports world when it came 
to magazine covers — and Parent’s teammate, Bobby Clarke, appeared 
on that cover the previous May, when the Flyers were deep into their run 
toward a first-ever Stanley Cup championship by an expansion team. 

Time, though, was much more mainstream and inclusive. With a 
circulation of more than four million, it was among the biggest 
publications in North America. Other cover subjects that year included 
Patty Hearst, Anwar Sadat and “Rock’s New Sensation,” Bruce 
Springsteen. It also selected Parent, who was in the middle of a second 
consecutive magnificent season that would conclude with another 
Stanley Cup championship, as a cover model — although the main 
character of the shot by well-known photographer Ken Regan was the 
weathered fiberglass goalie mask featuring three Flyers logos, one of 
which, at the top, had been rubbed off nearly in its entirety. 

The logos were there, though, in plain view. Joe Kadlec was the team’s 
chief public relations representative then and can easily recall how 
important that moment was to the organization. The image is now the 
property of the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery. 

“It was major league being on the cover,” Kadlec said. “That put us over 
the top. … One of the highlights of the franchise.” 

Bill Barber, the Flyers’ Hall of Fame winger who was a part of both 
Stanley Cup teams backstopped by Parent, said: “Back in the day, it was 
a big honor. We all knew that, but not to the effect that it would really 
take. It was a good recognition period there for him personally, and the 
biggest thing, too, is for the team. We were a team, and I think having 
something like that happen, it was pretty cool all the way around for 
everybody — not just for Bernie, but the guys that grinded it out every 
day.” 

While guys like Clarke and Barber were the skilled, playmaking forwards 
up front, and others like Dave Schultz and Bob Kelly provided the muscle 
for the team that came to be known as the Broad Street Bullies, Parent, 
in many ways, was the Flyers’ heartbeat. Not only was he far and away 
the NHL’s best netminder during those two Stanley Cup runs, posting 
arguably the best back-to-back seasons by any goalie in the history of 
the league, but he was also beloved by the fan base for his cordial 
personality, radiant smile and witty banter expressed in a thick, French-
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Canadian accent. That’s why Parent comes in at No. 48 on our list of the 
greatest players of the modern era of the NHL. 

And Parent is still beloved by Philly fans today, even those who aren’t old 
enough to remember his heyday. When, for example, the Philadelphia 
Phillies wanted representatives from the city’s four major sports teams to 
throw out the first pitch for a home game during the 2022 World Series, 
Parent trotted out to the mound alongside Mike Schmidt, the greatest 
Phillies player of all-time; Julius Erving, the legendary 76ers forward; and 
Brandon Graham, the defensive lineman whose strip-sack of Tom Brady 
in Super Bowl LII is arguably the biggest play in Eagles history. 

Nearly half a century after that first Flyers championship, Parent, who 
lives in the beach town of Avalon, N.J., approximately 90 minutes from 
Philadelphia, is still blown away — and eternally grateful — for the 
recognition and support. 

“It’s been a long time, but also it was such a beautiful time,” he said. “I’m 
a firm believer that if you give love and you care about people, you’ll 
receive love back.” 

The love for Parent was almost instantaneous, as he was one of the 
Flyers’ selections in the 1967 expansion draft. Along with Doug Favell, 
they split the duties in net that inaugural season, with Parent playing 38 
games and Favell 37. 

But after a few more seasons in the tandem, Parent was shockingly 
shipped to Toronto midway through the 1970-71 season, despite being 
the more reliable of the two goalies. Fans were dismayed, as Parent was 
perhaps the most popular player on the roster. 

Parent was decent with the Maple Leafs, although not yet a superstar, for 
one and a half seasons. In the 1972 offseason, he took a chance and left 
Toronto, joining the budding World Hockey Association, where he played 
for the Philadelphia Blazers before leaving that team due to a contract 
dispute in the middle of the 1973 playoffs. 

Parent wanted back in the NHL, but his rights still belonged to Toronto. 
So the Flyers made a trade with the Maple Leafs, sending Favell and a 
first-round pick to re-acquire the goalie (the trade also brought them Rick 
MacLeish, a goal-scoring winger who played a key role in their 
championships). 

The Flyers were already a team on the rise in the early 1970s, but after 
Favell allowed a bad goal in a pivotal Game 2 of a playoff series loss to 
the Canadiens in 1973, the organization decided it needed a change. So 
they went back to someone they already knew well. Getting Parent back 
into the fold was one of the best trades that Hall of Fame general 
manager Keith Allen ever made, and it ended up putting the team over 
the top. 

“Definitely, definitely,” defenseman Joe Watson agreed. “I remember we 
were playing Montreal (in the 1973 playoffs) and we got beat in five 
games, and (Canadiens defenseman) Larry Robinson shot the puck from 
center ice, for Christ sake. Favvy missed it, and we lose in overtime. 
That’s when the Flyers realized they had to get a goalie, and lo and 
behold they brought Bernie back. But he had learned a lot from Jacques 
Plante, there’s no doubt about it.” 

That’s true. In fact, Parent credits Plante for helping to turn him into a star 
goalie. Parent had idolized him before they became teammates. As a kid, 
he was neighbors with Plante’s sister, Therese, and he and his friends 
would hide behind the bushes when they got wind that Jacques was on 
the way over to pay her a visit, hoping to catch a glimpse of the future 
Hall of Famer. 

Plante was winding down his career when Parent joined the Maple Leafs 
midway through the 1970-71 season. 

“I played two years with Toronto, and what changed my career was I 
shared the duties with Jacques Plante, who I watched play for many 
years,” Parent said. 

Watson had known Parent before the Flyers even existed, when they 
were both a part of the Bruins organization, and they joined the 

expansion franchise together in 1967. There were noticeable 
improvements to Parent’s game after they became teammates again on 
the 1973-74 Flyers, according to Watson. 

“Bernie was a very positional goaltender when he came back to 
Philadelphia,” Watson said. “He understood how far you should go here, 
how far you should go there. He could control the puck, make the save 
and he could kick it out wherever he wanted to kick it out. He was much 
different than he was his earlier years, and I think that’s a tribute to 
Jacques Plante, I really do.” 

Barber, too, pointed to Parent’s footwork as perhaps his biggest strength. 
These were the days of the so-called standup goaltender, so that was 
vital. 

“He stopped the pucks that should have been stopped, and that didn’t go 
for all goaltenders then,” Barber said. “We never saw a bad goal. And the 
other thing I give him a lot of credit for, when a shot was made, if he 
couldn’t catch it or smother the puck, he could steer it to the corner with 
his feet.” 

Never was that more evident than in the waning moments of the Flyers’ 
Game 6 victory over the Bruins in the 1974 Stanley Cup Final, when 
Parent made a dazzling save on Ken Hodge late in the third period to 
cement their 1-0 win at the Spectrum. 

“(Hodge) came down the wing, took the shot, Bernie got his foot on it, 
and steered the puck to the corner,” Barber said. “That’s what I’m talking 
about.” 

The numbers that Parent posted in those two Stanley Cup-winning 
seasons cemented his legend. He was awarded the Vezina Trophy in 
both seasons, at that time given to the goaltender that played the most 
on the league’s best defensive team. He posted 12 shutouts in each 
season, leading the league both times. His 1.89 goals-against average in 
1973-74 was also the best mark in the league, as was his 2.04 GAA the 
next year. He led the league with a .932 save percentage in 1973-74 and 
was second in 1974-75 with a .918 mark. 

Parent also won back-to-back Conn Smythe trophies as the MVP of the 
playoffs, the first and still one of just three players to ever achieve that 
(Mario Lemieux, Sidney Crosby are the others). He posted shutouts in 
each of the two Cup clinchers. 

But Parent also had help. The Flyers took pride in not allowing a 
profusion of shots on goal, and from the start of the 1973-74 season 
through 1974-75 season, their 26.8 shots-against per game was the 
lowest average in the NHL. 

What helped, too, is that those Flyers teams were arguably the roughest 
and toughest to ever skate in the NHL. If Parent left a rebound or was 
unable to cleanly handle a shot from long range, well, good luck if you’re 
an opponent fishing around for that loose change in front of the net. 

“We cleared pucks. Shots were blocked. It was never too many second 
chances the way we played our system,” said Kelly, who scored the 
game-winning goal in the series-clinching Game 5 of the Flyers’ win over 
Buffalo in 1975, to capture their second championship. “We had a rugged 
team back there on defense. And then, you’d do the things that today 
you’d be in the penalty box 24/7. But back in the day, to score goals, in 
that era, you’re going to pay a price.” 

Watson said: “Guys used their stick like a god-darn fork, sticking guys 
here and there. You’ve got Moose (Dupont), and Eddie van Impe used 
the stick like a shillelagh. It was crazy. They had a tendency not to come 
to the net that often.” 

Parent, like many professional goalies past and present, had his quirks. 
His tendency to try and keep things as light as possible on the ice was 
one of his primary and unique personality traits. 

That Flyers team, of course, was full of personalities, which is why they 
remain ingrained in Philadelphia sports history. Barber credits coach 
Fred Shero for not trying to change anyone in that regard, including 
Parent. 
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“Let’s face it here, all goaltenders are a little bit different than the other 
players. It’s as simple as that. They are,” Barber said. “Fred let us keep 
our personalities. And everyone was different. We had the Hound (Kelly), 
Schultz, Joe Watson. A bunch of characters. It all seemed to piece 
together at the right time. 

“Bernie was a big part of that. He was different. He made light of things 
when things were tense, and it was good for the team.” 

Barber may be understating that. According to Watson, in the middle of 
the Flyers’ nail-biting win over the Bruins that clinched the Stanley Cup 
— and in as tense a moment as could possibly exist in the game, trying 
to protect a one-goal lead and avoid a Game 7 back in Boston — Parent 
took advantage of a stoppage in play to have a quick chat with referee 
Art Skov. 

Watson recalls: “Art Skov was the referee, and Bernie hollered. So I go 
over, and he said, ‘What the hell’s wrong with you? I want Art Skov to 
come here.’ So Art Skov comes over, and Bernie tells his story.” 

Parent relayed to Skov that there would be certain, shall we say, social 
and leisure time benefits to the Flyers winning it all. 

“I said, ‘Jesus Christ, Bernie, what the hell are you talking about?’ I 
laughed my ass off, and Art Skov went away and he was laughing his 
ass off, too,” Watson said. 

Later, Parent and Clarke were carrying the Stanley Cup from the ice into 
the dressing room while streamers rained down from above in a delirious 
Spectrum. The image of the two franchise icons is memorialized in a 
statue at the sports complex in South Philadelphia. 

Parent said: “You have to be disciplined towards your system, of course, 
but at the same time, happiness — when you’re happy, and you have fun 
on the ice, in addition to concentrating on the game, usually you bring 
good results.” 

Watson figures that Parent’s continual attempts to relieve the tension 
were as much a benefit for him as for the rest of the team. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “You had to keep him loose. Once he got a lot of 
tension in his body and everything else, he was not the same guy. But if 
he was loose, he was much better.” 

Said Bob Kelly: “By him being a little goofy and funny like that, I think he 
kept everything loose, but he kept his mind going in the right direction. 
He just wanted to play the game, enjoy the game, revel in the game.” 

The Flyers were unable to capture a third straight Stanley Cup despite 
reaching the Final in 1975-76, in part because Parent was unable to play 
for most of that season and the playoffs due to neck surgery. And he 
wasn’t the same the next season either, posting a save percentage of 
.899 in 1976-77. 

But in 1977, Plante became the first goalie coach in Flyers history, 
reuniting with his Toronto protégé. That led to a rejuvenated Parent, who 
had his best season since the Cup years in 1977-78, going 29-6-13, with 
a 2.22 goals-against average and .912 save percentage. 

“Jacques worked very hard at his job. He used to have pages and pages 
of notes. The way he studied, and then worked with Bernie, you got to 
know what Bernie went through when he was in Toronto with him,” 
Kadlec recalled. 

But on Feb. 17, 1979, Parent’s career ended when an errant stick struck 
him in the eye. He was 33. 

Still, he left a big enough mark on the game to be enshrined in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1984, his first year of eligibility. He finished his 
13-year career with a 271-198-119 record, a 2.55 goals-against average 
and a .915 save percentage and was named to five All-Star Games. 
Following retirement, Parent eventually supplanted Plante as the Flyers’ 
goaltending coach and worked with up-and-comers like Ron Hextall and 
Pelle Lindbergh, but he also had struggles with alcohol and finances — 

much of which he detailed in a book, “Journey Through Risk and Fear,” 
written in 2011. 

He’s in a good place now at age 77, living down the shore with his wife, 
Gini. They own a 43-foot yacht, which Parent uses for another passion, 
fishing. 

At home, the Time Magazine cover still hangs on one of the walls, a 
reminder of the heights that he and the Flyers reached. 

“Once in a while you look at that picture. … It’s difficult to express how I 
feel because it’s so big, it’s so humongous,” Parent said. “Every time I 
look at it, it just amazes me that it happened. What a beautiful gift that 
was in life.” 
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NHL style power rankings: Players get their fashion in formation; Zeus 
gets some shine 

 

Rhiannon Walker7-8 minutes 10/12/2022 

 

I don’t think there’s anything better than traveling somewhere new and 
embracing the feeling that place gives you. That’s how I felt when I lived 
in places like Oklahoma City, Houston and Dallas. 

I remember my coworkers invited me out to go line dancing in OKC and 
took me by a store to get me fitted for the occasion. We looked at boots, 
button down shirts and belts, and I enjoyed it. I wanted to experience 
what it felt like to really fit in a region so different from where I grew up. I 
believe part of that is dressing for the occasion. 

We saw that a couple times in this week’s NHL style power rankings — 
and not just on an individual level. In addition to that, man’s best friend 
made an appearance, too. Not the same way that Bucky did last time, but 
Zeus’ owner made sure to bring his companion with him on the catwalk, 
and to let the world know that’s who he was shouting out. 

This week, we also saw a bold proclamation from one NHL team, and I’m 
hoping we see a little more trash talking from the social media teams. 
Let’s see if you all enjoyed some of these as much as I did. 

To get more stories like this delivered to your feed, follow our Culture 
vertical. 

10. Florida Panthers 

It pleases me to no end to see the yeehaw agenda thriving in the NHL. 
And not just players here or there or the ones for the teams in the 
southwest, but an entire team committing to the spirit of the region? I 
have no choice but to tip my cap — pun completely intended. These 
gentlemen took one trip to Jackson Hole, Wyo., and suddenly everyone 
was in a cowboy hat. In addition to loving the overall effort of the group, a 
round of applause needs to be given to the photographer, because the 
dark lighting, angles on these photos and the mood captured are all 
spectacular. 

9. Mitch Marner 

This is being included, because not only do I love the fact that Marner 
had socks with his dog put on them, but I LOVE the lengths he took to 
make sure we knew he was wearing these socks with Zeus on them. I 
absolutely adore my pets, so I understand where the Toronto Maple 
Leafs right winger, who is on a historic point streak, is coming from. I 
want to show them off to people as much as people will allow me to. I’m 
starting to notice a theme with Toronto and socks. Keep up the good 
work, gentlemen. 

8. Michael Pezzetta 
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There would appear to be a new sheriff in town, folks. I’d have to do a 
closer examination, but the suit appears to be high-quality wool. 
Considering the environment, that would make sense, but what really 
jumped out to me was the texture and color used in this outfit. It’s a very 
dull greenish-blue, so it makes you take a second look, but without being 
too loud. I love the tie and pocket square, because it really is a very chill 
suit, and those two details have a little extra razzle dazzle. 

7. Vincent Trocheck 

Maybe it’s just me, but I look at the jacket the New York Rangers center 
is wearing and think it looks so comfortable. The light fabric is perfect for 
the Los Angeles weather. I think the sandy color is pleasing to the eye, 
and the decision to go with a mismatched suit is a nice choice. He even 
takes that step further with a light blue tie and dark blue pants, and he 
matches the pocket square with the pants. 

6. Nino Niederreiter 

Who knew a plum suit with a pink dress shirt and bubblegum paisley tie 
were what I needed in my life? Here’s the thing, I thoroughly enjoy when 
people tier their outfits; what I specifically mean is they pick a color family 
and utilize different variations of the primary color. In this case, the 
Nashville Predators winger ran through the gambit with the color red, and 
it has such a sophisticated feel. That is, until you read the caption and 
see the next photo in the post. The Predators’ social team clearly has a 
good sense of humor. 

5. Ryan Reaves 

At first glance, the copper suit on the Minnesota Wild forward seems to 
be the main character. But we aren’t easily impressed by the exterior, oh 
no. Upon closer inspection, do you all see the lining? For someone with 
an enforcer reputation, I didn’t necessarily see that coming. There are 
bright colors and characters with a range of emotions detailing the inside 
of Reaves’ jacket. So much more than what meets the eye with this one. 

4. Alex Newhook 

The Colorado Avalanche center has been feeling the color tan and three-
piece suits lately. His color-coordination game subtly has been crazy, 
especially with these two suits from the last two weeks. I prefer the one in 
blue because it was the more challenging of the two. The blue suit 
coupled with a tan vest, pocket square and socks mean all 
complementary colors are working with one another. I see the dark 
brown shoes, and for a second, I thought the tie might be, too, which 
would be elite, but after further inspection, it’s determined that it’s black. 
So close. This is me being very nitpicky, but I wish the hat was slightly 
more tan to match the rest of that specific color. No points were docked, 
obviously, but I would be that much more impressed. 

3. Erik Karlsson 

If the photographer could explain what’s happening, I’d genuinely 
appreciate it. I’m incredibly curious about what’s causing the San Jose 
Sharks defenseman to make this face. Beyond the expression, what 
really jumped out to me was Karlsson wearing a bowtie with this dapper 
outfit. I really racked my brain, and I realized I haven’t come across an 
NHL player wearing a bow tie. I think it would’ve been very easy for him 
to do a solid dark blue tie to match the suit, but the dark blue striped tie is 
a nice centerpiece. 

2. Patrik Laine 

I was so tickled by the caption on this photo. The Columbus Blue Jackets 
social team knows that it has a fashion icon on its roster, and the people 
working those accounts aren’t afraid to tell it like it is. I love that and lean 
into it, especially as someone who really enjoys honesty. So why is this 
the reputation around town about the left winger? Let’s assess. 
Captivating jacket color? Check. Wine red suit jackets go against the 
grain, but aren’t so bodacious that it’s obnoxious. Laine then paired the 
shirt and beanie together, and then threw a tie with black and the muted 
gold from the suit jacket. C’mon. It’s not obvious, but these are the kind 
of details I’m a big fan of with clothes. 

1. Zach Bogosian 

By itself, the bronze tan suit worn by the Tampa Bay Lightning 
defenseman would turn heads in a room or a crowd. But upon closer 
inspection, I realized he matched the dark blue lines in his suit and tie 
with his shoes. So aesthetically pleasing to see that level of attention to 
detail. I’m even a fan of seeing the lapels and collar slightly lifted, instead 
of flat. 
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NHL Power Rankings: Which teams are lying to you? 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille20-26 minutes 09/12/2022 

 

Around this time of year there’s one question that is on every savvy 
hockey fan’s mind: Is this team real or is this team fake? 

The standings have a tendency to lie in small samples, but around 25 
games is where those small samples start looking pretty alluring. Hockey 
is a chaotic sport where we need a lot more than 25 games to know 
what’s real and what isn’t… but that doesn’t stop many from trying to 
figure it out before then. 

It’s that exact reason that makes power rankings such a popular story 
every week across all sports. We all know the standings are liars 
sometimes, but we all disagree to what degree they lie to us. It’s what 
fosters such colorful nightly discussion about every team. 

Since this is The Power Rankings, we wanted to offer our own take on 
which team’s records are the real deal right now and which records are 
lying to us. The results may surprise you. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Last Week: 1 

Record: 21-3-1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Bruins are an elite team and without a doubt the league’s best team 
right now. They’ve been staples at the top of the power rankings for 
nearly the entire season for a reason. But is their record for real? Not a 
chance. No team can sustain winning 84 percent of the time and 
Boston’s 141-point pace is just silly. It would utterly annihilate the NHL 
record. There’s simply no way that happens. This is an easy one. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Last Week: 2 

Record: 21-4-1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Is their record for real? No. 

Same logic, different time. God bless the Devils; without that 13-game 
winning streak, we’d have had nearly nothing to talk about in November. 
It put to bed a bunch of stale “offseason champs” jokes, saved Lindy 
Ruff’s job and gave us, at long last, a new Eastern Conference team 
worth some attention. That said, it’s written somewhere in league bylaws 
that any team with Vitek Vanecek as its goaltender cannot play a full 
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season at a 136-point pace. It might actually be illegal. We’re checking 
on that. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Last Week: 3 

Record: 17-5-6 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Is their record for real? No. 

Six of Toronto’s 40 points have come via losing so that’s already a red 
flag. Another red flag is that every expert and pundit thinks this team 
needs a defenseman and yet the Leafs somehow didn’t lose a single 
game in regulation with their top three defensemen all out of the lineup at 
the same time while posting some of the best defensive numbers in the 
league. That’s the kind of run that just doesn’t add up. If everyone thinks 
the team needs a defenseman and is succeeding despite that deficiency 
— that success has to be a hall of mirrors inside a house of cards. The 
only other explanation is that the Leafs are a good defensive team and 
that would simply be preposterous. The losses will start coming soon. 

4. Vegas Golden Knights 

Last Week: 6 

Record: 19-8-1 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Golden Knights’ existence is predicated on the principle that each 
year, the results get a little worse. For the time being, they seem to have 
reversed that. Simply impossible. Kelly McCrimmon was due to red-
paper-clip this roster into the bottom 10, and it hasn’t happened. 

Speaking a little more rationally, they’re performing a hair below what 
you’d expect from the league’s fifth-best point-percentage squad. They’re 
a top-10 five-on-five team with blasé special teams. Playoff contender? 
Absolutely. And the Western Conference is, to coin a phrase, “bad” — so 
things might hold together a little better than we’re anticipating. But, 
yeah, they’re outkicking the coverage a bit. 

5. Winnipeg Jets 

Last Week: 7 

Record: 17-7-1 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Jets finally crack the top five this week and the team’s 17-7-1 record 
has them fourth in the league by points percentage. You’re probably 
thinking “great, another week of the Jets getting dumped on by the Power 
Rankings Losers.” Guess again. The Jets deserve more. 

We all know Connor Hellebuyck is one of the absolute best goalies in the 
world and he’s doing his part this year with some of the best goaltending 
numbers in the league. But if we take that at face value and already bake 
it into our expectations for Winnipeg, this team should actually be even 
better considering their shooters have been just average. 

The Jets have scored as many goals as expected which is unusual for a 
team that usually has pretty strong shooting talent. Kyle Connor in 
particular has scored more goals than expected in every season of his 
career with 178 goals on 143 expected goals before this season, but is 
only at 11 goals off of 12 expected goals. 

He should be closer to 16 goals based on his usual efficiency and those 
extra five goals would give Winnipeg close to one extra win. Add an 
injury to Nikolaj Ehlers to that (seriously, how are the Jets doing this 
without arguably their best forward?!) and Winnipeg should be closer to 
the Bostons and New Jerseys of the world … not below Toronto. 

6. Dallas Stars 

Last Week: 5 

Record: 14-7-5 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 5 

Is their record for real? No. 

Both of us like the Stars a little more than their eighth-place points 
percentage indicates. A lot of that has to do with the top of the lineup, 
where Jason Robertson is playing a tick under a 70-goal pace, and in 
net, where Jake Oettinger is on track to land on a bunch of Vezina 
ballots. Dallas is really good and really fun, with the sort of talent in place 
that helps teams outpace their expected goals numbers. 

Most relevantly here, they’re just 1-1-5 in one-goal games. That record 
isn’t in line with their talent level. Next week’s Metro tour will be 
interesting. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Last Week: 8 

Record: 16-9-1 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 7 

Is their record for real? No. 

After three straight Stanley Cup Final berths with two championships, 
everyone knows the “real” games for the Lightning start in April. All of 
these games are fake to Tampa Bay so it doesn’t matter if the team’s 16-
9-1 record translates to a perfectly acceptable 104-point pace. Because 
their real record is whether they win 16 games in the playoffs, not before 
Christmas. 

8. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Last Week: 12 

Record: 14-8-4 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Is their record for real? No. 

Pittsburgh’s power play stinks. It could easily wind up as a real problem 
for them down the stretch. With that established, this increasingly looks 
like a good team that combined bad play and crummy luck to go 0-6-1 in 
late October and early November. Even then, they were playing well 
enough to mix in a win or two, avoid the skid and stop a whole bunch of 
questions before they began. 

Now, they’re on a 10-2-2 heater that has them squarely in the second tier 
of Eastern Conference teams. It’s far too early to say the playoffs are a 
lock, but if they play their next 56 games the way they’ve played most of 
their first 26, the streak will continue. 

9. Carolina Hurricanes 

Last Week: 9 

Record: 14-6-6 

Dom rank: 10 
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Sean rank: 9 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Hurricanes expected goal differential: plus-24. 

The Hurricanes actual goal differential: plus-2. 

That gives us two reasons for Carolina’s record being not real. First off, 
this team is so much better than the way they’re playing. A few more 
pucks going in and the Hurricanes look like a contender again. At the 
same time, Carolina’s goal differential is only plus-2? That screams “fake 
team.” It’s tied for 15th in the league. So while we believe the Hurricanes 
are good, perhaps even better than their record, they also don’t deserve 
their record based on how they’ve executed. Carolina is a double fake 
team, a true rarity. 

10. Seattle Kraken 

Last Week: 10 

Record: 15-7-3 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Is their record for real? No. 

In Year 2, the Kraken have done what they couldn’t in Year 1: Outrun 
bad goaltending. Credit to them so far; their underlyings are solid, the 
lineup is as deep as advertised and Matty Beniers has added some 
necessary star power pop. 

Ultimately, though, this is still a team with the No. 24 save percentage in 
the league. Martin Jones is 56th in GSAx, with a sub.-900 save 
percentage even if you remove that eight-goal game (in a win!) he threw 
up against the Kings last week. His recent track record doesn’t suggest 
that anything better is in store, either. 

11. Colorado Avalanche 

Last Week: 4 

Record: 13-10-1 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

Is their record for real? No. 

The preseason Stanley Cup favorite has been hit with a glut of injuries 
through the first few months and that means everything about their start 
is a complete write-off. Last game, their forward group was literally Mikko 
Rantanen, Guy, Guy, Guy, Guy, Guy. How much stock should we really 
be putting into that? Zero. 

We dropped the Avalanche accordingly after a three-game losing streak 
and losing Nathan MacKinnon for four weeks, but that doesn’t mean their 
current 13-10-1 record is indicative of who they are. No one is counting 
out the Avalanche. 

12. Florida Panthers 

Last Week: 13 

Record: 13-10-4 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 13 

Is their record for real? No. 

Did the Panthers build on last season’s Presidents’ Trophy run? Nope. 
Are they making the most of Matthew Tkachuk’s megaseason-in-
progress (37 points in 25 games, league-leading 2.11 Game Score)? 
Nope. Would it be wise to just assume they’re going to make the playoffs, 

given they’re fifth in their division and fourth in the wild-card standings? 
Nope. 

Still, this team has earned more points than they’ve banked thus far. 
They’re comfortably a top-10 team at five-on-five, any way you want to 
slice it. The power play is putrid, and the goaltending isn’t much better. If 
things go south, you can bet that’ll be why. Still, smart money is on them 
going on some kind of run. They’re going to need it. 

13. New York Islanders 

Last Week: 11 

Record: 16-11-0 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

Is their record for real? No. 

It wouldn’t be a blurb about the Islanders if it didn’t contain multitudes of 
disrespect. This is a fake good team if we’ve ever seen one, a true paper 
tiger. If not for Ilya Sorokin, the Islanders would be fiending for Connor 
Bedard. Yes, Sorokin is a vital part of the team, but even his numbers are 
just a little too out of this world right now. Those will regress and when 
they do we’ll start seeing what this group really is: a group that controls 
the scoring chance battle as well as the Canadiens. You call that a 
playoff team? 

14. Calgary Flames 

Last Week: 16 

Record: 13-10-3 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Is their record for real? No. 

If you’re one of the many smart, attractive people who picked the Flames 
to win the Stanley Cup, the last two months could’ve gone better for you. 
At the moment, they’re narrowly out of the playoffs on points percentage. 
Take heart, though: Jonathan Huberdeau, Nazem Kadri and MacKenzie 
Weegar are only going to get more comfortable. The schedule — 
comically brutal thus far — is about to get easier. And Jacob Markstrom 
(.889 save percentage, -1.96 GSAx) has to improve, right? Right? 

15. New York Rangers 

Last Week: 15 

Record: 13-10-5 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

Is their record for real? No. 

Just like last year, the answer is a resounding no — only for different 
reasons. Last year the Rangers were fake good. This year they’re fake 
bad. 

Somehow, the Rangers have lost more games than they’ve won this 
season, and that’s despite controlling the majority of scoring chances at 
five-on-five. The Rangers have improved their five-on-five expected goals 
rate to nearly 53 percent and sit comfortably in the league’s top 10 in that 
regard. That’s usually a good sign for a team’s future outlook — as is 
generating the second most chances on the power play. 

Last year the team was built on an elite power play and one of the best 
goaltending performances in the salary-cap era. That power play has 
been even better at creating opportunities and that goalie is still here — 
even if he’s not getting the same results. Things will turn for the Rangers 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 10, 2022 

 

soon, and when they do, an ascent up the standings back into the thick 
of the playoffs should come with it. 

16. Detroit Red Wings 

Last Week: 14 

Record: 13-8-5 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 14 

Is their record for real? No. 

This is right where the Red Wings were supposed to be; stacking some 
wins, avoiding disaster, staying in the playoff discussion through the 
holidays. All systems go. That said, they’re also pairing the 13th-best 
record in the league with a negative goal differential. Seems pretty cut 
and dry, yeah? 

17. Edmonton Oilers 

Last Week: 17 

Record: 15-12-0 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 17 

Is their record for real? No. 

No team with the best player in the world and one of the best offensive 
players in the world should have a record this pedestrian. Connor 
McDavid has 52 points in just 27 games, a 158-point pace. There’s no 
way a team can only be on pace for 91 points with the best scoring 
season in decades. Add Leon Draisaitl’s 134-point pace and it just makes 
no sense how this team could be so bad. 

Jack Campbell’s goaltending struggles have been a big part of that 
obviously, but this is the same guy who had a .914 save percentage last 
season and a .921 save percentage one year prior. On the Leafs! If he 
can do that there, why not in Edmonton? He’s a streaky goalie and that 
likely means the good version of Jack is bound to show up soon. Once 
he does, McDavid and Draisaitl will have no problem carrying this team 
to victory on a nightly basis. A little more often, at least.  The Oilers are 
better than this. 

18. Minnesota Wild 

Last Week: 18 

Record: 13-10-2 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 18 

Is their record for real? No. 

But it’s close! No team thus far has lied any less. This couldn’t be more 
anecdotal, but bear with us: The Wild feel more volatile than they actually 
are. They just had a four-game win streak snapped, and it was their 
longest of the season. They haven’t lost more than three straight, but 
they’ve done that twice. What we’ve got, for now, is a team that feels like 
it should be a little better than it is, but … not much. 

19. Nashville Predators 

Last Week: 19 

Record: 12-10-2 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Is their record for real? No. 

There’s two ways Nashville’s record isn’t legit. 

If you’re an optimist, you just need to compare it to last year’s and know 
that regression is coming. The Predators are a second-half team and will 
find a way to come around once the big guns start cooking. 

If you’re a pessimist, it’s easy to spot Nashville’s record — as modest as 
it is — actually being fluky. The Predators are a staggering 8-0-2 in one-
goal-games, but 4-10 otherwise. It’s the latter that’s much more indicative 
of team quality. 

20. Buffalo Sabres 

Last Week: 23 

Record: 12-13-1 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Sabres are 24th in points percentage, but their expected and actual 
goals percentages both slot several spots higher. Tage Thompson is 
giving them style points all by himself. There are young guys up and 
down the roster who — forget a couple years from now — should be 
better in a couple months than they are today. This one is easy. 

21. Los Angeles Kings 

Last Week: 21 

Record: 14-11-4 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Is their record for real? No. 

Frankly, we’re tired of pretending the Kings are any good and Thursday’s 
game against the Leafs was all the proof we needed. Los Angeles was 
dominated from start to finish, going lengthy stretches without even 
touching the puck, with team goaltending looking as brutal as usual. The 
Kings have a competitive record right now in the West, but it’s all a 
mirage. No team with goaltending this bad should be anywhere close to a 
playoff spot, especially without much in the way of real game-breaking 
talent. The Kings have the 12th most points this season, but putting them 
anywhere close to that in the ol’ Power Rankings would be malpractice. 

22. Washington Capitals 

Last Week: 24 

Record: 12-12-4 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 23 

Is their record for real? No. 

The Caps have scored two goals or less in 14 of their 28 games. That’s 
half. Half! Some under-the-hood stuff is going OK, and they’re 5-2-1 in 
their last eight, but a .500 point percentage overall seems generous. 

23. Montreal Canadiens 

Last Week: 22 

Record: 13-11-2 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 22 

Is their record for real? No. 

Last year’s absolute worst team has an expected goals percentage that 
is better than just six other teams — six of the league’s very worst teams. 
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Their goal differential is minus-12, which ranks eighth worst. And yet the 
Canadiens are sitting pretty with a record above .500. Zero chance we 
believe in these guys. None. 

24. Vancouver Canucks 

Last Week: 26 

Record: 12-12-3 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 25 

Is their record for real? No. 

Close, but not quite. Seven straight losses to start the season — to say 
nothing of the manner in which they lost — nuked the Canucks before 
Halloween. They’re 12-7-1 since, treading water just effectively enough 
to confuse people. In that streak, their five-on-five numbers aren’t good 
(21st in goals percentage, 27th in expected goals percentage), which 
theoretically makes up for some of that losing streak. 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Last Week: 20 

Record: 12-15-0 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 24 

Is their record for real? No. 

You’re telling us that one of last season’s best teams — a club that 
managed 109 points and made it to the second round — is somehow on 
pace for just 73 points this season? No way, we’re not buying it. We’ve 
always been big Blues believers around Power Rankings HQ and this 
incredible collapse by St. Louis just boggles the mind. There’s no way a 
team this talented should be this bad. As it stands, the Blues’ odds of 
getting Connor Bedard are on par with their odds of making the playoffs. 
Who saw that coming? No one. Fake record. Just wait for the hot streak, 
it’s coming. 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Last Week: 25 

Record: 10-14-1 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Is their record for real? No. 

It always felt like the folks who predicted a playoff run by the Senators 
had a little too much dip on the chip, but it’s impossible not to look at that 
roster, and the relatively solid process, and not think they deserve a little 
more than they’re getting. That’s how things tend to go when you’ve got 
the worst five-on-five shooting percentage in the league and a 0-5 record 
in one-goal games. They’re capable of a run here, at some point. 

27. San Jose Sharks 

Last Week: 27 

Record:8-16-5 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Is their record for real? No. 

You’re telling us the team with a Norris Trophy frontrunner and three star 
forwards leads the league with 21 losses? That doesn’t compute at all. 
The power of Erik Karlsson alone should’ve at least granted the Sharks a 
few more wins on the season. Heck, just look at San Jose’s goal 

differential compared to Columbus for the proof. The Sharks are 12 goals 
better in four more games and still have nearly the exact same points 
percentage. No one is saying the Sharks are good, but they shouldn’t be 
in the same tier as the Blackhawks. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 

Last Week: 28 

Record: 9-13-5 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Is their record for real? No. 

When Philly started 7-3-2 without a true Rankings buy-in, we caught a 
couple folks in the comments saying we simply didn’t understand or 
appreciate what John Tortorella brought to the table. It’s funny because 
it’s Torts. Everyone has been around long enough to know, for better or 
worse, how he operates. They’ve now won two of their last 15, bringing 
the whole deal more in line with Chuck Fletcher’s roster (and the 
absence of Sean Couturier), but they’re still hanging out in the middle of 
the table. For now. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Last Week: 30 

Record: 8-15-2 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Is their record for real? No. 

According to all the comments in our season preview, this was supposed 
to be a team that competed for a playoff spot. Anything below that is 
obviously fake — and the Blue Jackets are waaaaay below that. So 
many people figured this team would automatically improve their record 
with the addition of Johnny Gaudreau, so we have to assume that the 
team’s epic 32-19-6 run to get them to 88 points or so is coming. 

30. Arizona Coyotes 

Last Week: 29 

Record: 7-13-4 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Is their record for real? No. 

Not yet. Not quite. The Coyotes are third from the bottom in actual goals, 
second from the bottom in expected goals and 28th in points percentage. 
Less tangibly, the roster is still as bankrupt as it seemed. That early-
season heater seems like it happened years ago. They’re still a strong 
bet to do what they were designed to do. 

31. Chicago Blackhawks 

Last Week: 31 

Record: 7-14-4 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Is their record for real? No. 

Who among us is shocked that this team has won any games at all, let 
alone seven? Those are rookie numbers in the great tankathon and if this 
team is serious about its Connor Bedard aspirations, the Blackhawks 
need to improve their losing ability quickly. The morale around a team 
designed to fail should trump any sense of logic within the sport that “any 
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team” can win because this team is not just “any” team. Chicago losing 
16 of its last 19 games is more like it, but the seven wins on the season 
are far too many. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Last Week: 32 

Record: 7-17-3 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Is their record for real? Yes. 

We close this week with what’s become each week’s most important 
question: Did the Ducks win in regulation? The answer, once more, is no. 
They’re stuck on one, and they’ve played 27 games. At this point in the 
season, they should have a few more based solely on chance. Maybe it’ll 
happen by accident. The counterbalance is that Anaheim, by 
comparison, is weirdly successful once they make it past 60 minutes, 
where they’ve won six of nine. Take a little good luck on one end, blend it 
with a lot of bad luck on the other and you’ve got the league’s only 
honest team. Congratulations. 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, one word describing each team 

 

Kristen Shilton 14–18 minutes12:00 PM 

 

The Boston Bruins and New Jersey Devils continue to pile up the points, 
while the defending Stanley Cup champ Colorado Avalanche suffered a 
major injury blow this week with the news that Nathan MacKinnon would 
miss time. Recent additions on the ice and behind the bench have done 
their fair share to influence their new teams -- or have disappointed. And 
a new class of superstars has emerged, from Jason Robertson to Tage 
Thompson to Matty Beniers and many more. 

It might be tough to sum up the first two months of the 2022-23 NHL 
season in just one word per team, but along with this week's Power 
Rankings, we've attempted to do just that. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the most recent edition,  

Published Dec. 2. Points paces are through Thursday's games. 

1. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 86.00% 

Next seven days: @ ARI (Dec. 9), @ VGK (Dec. 11), vs. NYI (Dec. 13), 
vs. LA (Dec. 15) 

Commanding. How else to describe a Boston team that hasn't dropped 
back-to-back decisions all season or slid out of a top-three spot in the 
standings? The Bruins have been a consistent force since Game 1. 

2. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 82.69% 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Dec. 9), @ NYR (Dec. 12), vs. DAL (Dec. 13), 
vs. PHI (Dec. 15) 

Magnificent. Truly, it's hard to pick a single term for the Devils. What can 
really capture the ride New Jersey has been on? A 13-game win streak 
was impressive enough. But the Devils are multidimensional, their 
success hardly predicated on any one element or one player or one 
position. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 71.43% 

Next seven days: vs. CGY (Dec. 10), vs. ANA (Dec. 13), @ NYR (Dec. 
15) 

Fascinating. Somehow Toronto went from a mediocre start -- with a near-
full complement of healthy players available -- to a 12-game point streak 
amid losing three-quarters of its top four defensemen and both goalies to 
injury. Quite a turnaround. 

4. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 70.00% 

Next seven days: @ CHI (Dec. 9), vs. WSH (Dec. 11), vs. VGK (Dec. 
13), vs. NSH (Dec. 15) 

Renewed. These aren't last season's Jets. New coach Rick Bowness has 
earned buy-in on the defensive side that's translated to consistent effort -
- and success -- for Winnipeg in becoming one of the league's top teams. 
Connor Hellebuyck playing like a Vezina Trophy contender hasn't hurt, 
either. 

5. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 66.00% 

Next seven days: @ WSH (Dec. 9), @ FLA (Dec. 11), @ TB (Dec. 13), 
@ CAR (Dec. 15) 

Striking. The Kraken bolted their way into the top 10 with an incredible 
11-2-1 run through November into early December that went widely 
underreported. But give Seattle its flowers -- even after a couple of 
losses -- because the second-year squad has come a long way from its 
modest rookie-season roots. 

6. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 69.64% 

Next seven days: vs. PHI (Dec. 9), vs. BOS (Dec. 11), @ WPG (Dec. 
13), @ CHI (Dec. 15) 

Convincing. Vegas answered its doubters early and often after missing 
the playoffs last season. Logan Thompson has been excellent in net. 
Jack Eichel -- prior to a recent injury -- looked even better than his old 
self. Defensively, the team pulled together. Even when Vegas shows its 
inconsistencies -- as it has more lately -- that foundation is bound to keep 
it in good standing. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 65.39% 

Next seven days: @ NYI (Dec. 10), @ DET (Dec. 13), vs. SEA (Dec. 15) 

Diligent. Carolina started hot, cooled off and recently caught fire with a 
four-game win streak that's helped propel it back up the standings. The 
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Hurricanes might not be blowing teams out (and will drop the occasional 
dud, like an overtime loss to Anaheim), but they stick to the plan and 
earn results. 

8. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 64.81% 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Dec. 10), @ PIT (Dec. 12), @ NJ (Dec. 13), 
@ WSH (Dec. 15) 

Electrifying. And that's just Jason Robertson. The Stars are fun, flashy 
and have gone toe-to-toe with just about everyone (that shutout against 
Toronto being a rare exception). Jamie Benn and Tyler Seguin have 
been resurgent, Jake Oettinger has played great, and the Robertson-led 
top line makes Dallas appointment viewing. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 61.54% 

Next seven days: @ BUF (Dec. 9), vs. BUF (Dec. 10), vs. DAL (Dec. 12), 
@ FLA (Dec. 15) 

Experience. As in, there's no substitute for it. Pittsburgh has gone 
through its lulls -- and one well-documented seven-game winless streak -
- to come out the other side with more consistent good habits to put it 
back in the league's top tier. 

10. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 59.62% 

Next seven days: @ DAL (Dec. 10), vs. CAR (Dec. 13), @ MIN (Dec. 14) 

Refined. The Red Wings have significantly improved from being one of 
the league's worst defensive teams a year ago. New coach Derek 
Lalonde has helped Detroit gain some polish, and GM Steve Yzerman's 
additions -- particularly netminder Ville Husso -- have seriously moved 
the needle. The Red Wings require more consistency but have come a 
long way. 

11. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 54.17% 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (Dec. 10), @ STL (Dec. 12), vs. EDM (Dec. 
13), @ WPG (Dec. 15) 

Patient. Nashville just goes about its business. The Predators weren't 
getting hero-like goaltending from Juuse Saros, which hurt them early on, 
but lately Nashville has started to gain real traction and bank some solid 
victories. 

12. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 59.26% 

Next seven days: @ NJ (Dec. 9), vs. CAR (Dec. 10), @ BOS (Dec. 13) 

Stable. The Islanders have established a formula: excellent goaltending 
behind full-team defense supported by enough solid offense and special 
teams to get the job done. More often than not, it's getting good results. 

13. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 62.00% 

Next seven days: vs. FLA (Dec. 10), vs. SEA (Dec. 13), vs. CBJ (Dec. 
15) 

Steady. The Lightning embody that not-too-high-or-too-low cliche. 
They've scaled a few mountains, after all. Tampa Bay's season started 
out rocky, but now the Lightning are winning more often when they 
should. Confidence appears to be building. Full steam ahead. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 56.00% 

Next seven days: @ EDM (Dec. 9), @ VAN (Dec. 10), vs. EDM (Dec. 
12), vs. DET (Dec. 14) 

Adaptive. Minnesota turned the page on its slow start thanks to more 
complete team efforts and a record-setting (not to mention exhilarating-
to-watch) Kirill Kaprizov, who now owns the longest goal and point streak 
in Wild history. GM Bill Guerin's addition of Ryan Reaves to the mix is 
paying big dividends, too. Sometimes small changes can have a big 
impact. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 55.17% 

Next seven days: @ MTL (Dec. 10), @ CBJ (Dec. 11), @ BUF (Dec. 13), 
@ BOS (Dec. 15) 

Chaotic. L.A. has been all over the map, even more than usual lately. 
The overtime losses started building -- like that mind-bending 9-8 defeat 
against Seattle -- and the Cal Petersen drama was unexpected. The 
Kings need some wins, especially against good teams, on their current 
road swing. 

16. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 55.77% 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Dec. 9), @ TOR (Dec. 10), @ MTL (Dec. 12), 
vs. VAN (Dec. 14) 

Streaky. The Flames posted consecutive wins only two times from late 
October to early December. They've vacillated on the ice from close loss 
to blowout win in 48 hours, and they recently shuffled in net from 2022 
Vezina Trophy runner-up Jacob Markstrom to backup Dan Vladar. Who 
knows what's next? 

17. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 56.25% 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (Dec. 9), @ STL (Dec. 11), vs. PHI (Dec. 13), 
vs. BUF (Dec. 15) 

Star-crossed. The reigning Stanley Cup champs cannot catch a break 
with injuries. It started with Gabriel Landeskog requiring surgery before 
the season even started and snowballed into a laughably long list of 
sidelined skaters that now includes Nathan MacKinnon. No surprise the 
losses are beginning to pile up. 

18. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 55.56% 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 9), @ MIN (Dec. 12), @ NSH (Dec. 13), 
vs. STL (Dec. 15) 
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Satisfactory. Edmonton is humming along on the backs of its top players 
without necessarily blowing anyone away. Which is fine. Jack Campbell's 
struggles in net have certainly slowed the Oilers down at times, but 
there's plenty of talent there to keep them on track. 

19. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 55.36% 

Next seven days: @ COL (Dec. 9), vs. NJ (Dec. 12), vs. TOR (Dec. 15) 

Perplexing. New York's season has been as head-scratching as its 
recent six-game run that included losses to Anaheim, Ottawa and 
Chicago. The Rangers have been an up-and-down .500 team when 
expectations were high that they'd pick up where last season ended -- as 
enforcers of the East. There's still time. 

20. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 55.56% 

Next seven days: @ TB (Dec. 10), vs. SEA (Dec. 11), vs. CBJ (Dec. 13), 
vs. PIT (Dec. 15) 

Fickle. Those Florida felines have fooled us a few times, following up 
runs of great hockey with confounding losses. But hey, these Panthers 
are never dull. 

21. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 53.85% 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Dec. 10), vs. CGY (Dec. 12), @ OTT (Dec. 14), 
vs. ANA (Dec. 15) 

Surprising. Montreal has turned heads. The team's combination of 
forward talents -- led by Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield -- has challenged 
opponents and made the Canadiens an entertaining, unexpectedly 
successful group. Can they carry that momentum through midseason? 
Time will tell. 

22. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 48.08% 

Next seven days: vs. PIT (Dec. 9), @ PIT (Dec. 10), vs. LA (Dec. 13), @ 
COL (Dec. 15) 

Enlightening. Buffalo is learning on the job. Fueled by their rising stars 
(Tage Thompson, anyone?), the Sabres have stumbled and shone, 
struggled and recovered. It's all part of the growth process from which 
Buffalo will benefit in the future. 

23. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Dec. 10), @ CGY (Dec. 14) 

Turbulent. Vancouver has had issues across the board. Lengthy winless 
streak? Check. Coaching uncertainty? Indeed. Drama surrounding star 
players (looking at you, Brock Boeser)? Of course. Somewhere in the 
middle of all that, the Canucks actually pulled themselves close to a 
playoff spot, only to promptly fall back out of it. But, of course, 
Vancouver's been winning more of late. Where does that take it? 

24. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 50.00% 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Dec. 9), @ WPG (Dec. 11), @ CHI (Dec. 13), 
vs. DAL (Dec. 15) 

Mediocre. The Capitals' most relevant storyline is Alex Ovechkin chasing 
history. Otherwise, Washington has been a run-of-the-mill squad, neither 
great nor terrible but somewhere in the crowded middle. 

25. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 44.44% 

Next seven days: vs. COL (Dec. 11), vs. NSH (Dec. 12), @ EDM (Dec. 
15) 

Mystifying. Everything about St. Louis' season gives you whiplash. The 
demoralizing eight-game losing skid. The resurgent seven-game win 
streak. Feisty Jordan Binnington picking fights. Top players producing, 
then not. Who are the real Blues? 

26. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 42.31% 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Dec. 10), vs. ANA (Dec. 12), vs. MTL (Dec. 
14) 

Frustrating. Ottawa was supposed to be better than this. GM Pierre 
Dorion worked all offseason with that goal in mind. The Senators have 
just failed to come together often enough on the ice. Ottawa's recent 
performances suggest hope for a potential turnaround, but the real 
question is why these Senators tripped so hard out of the gate. 

27. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 42.59% 

Next seven days: @ VGK (Dec. 9), @ ARI (Dec. 11), @ COL (Dec. 13), 
@ NJ (Dec. 15) 

Painful. The Flyers did have that 5-2-0 stretch out of the gate. They have 
not won five games total since. Injuries have been an issue, and 
goaltender Carter Hart could only do so much for so long. Philadelphia 
knew this season might be rough, and so it has been. 

28. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 36.21% 

Next seven days: @ ANA (Dec. 9), vs. ANA (Dec. 13) 

Dismal. San Jose has hovered -- somewhat inexplicably -- near the 
bottom of the league despite some top-end talents in the lineup. The 
Sharks have been one of this season's underachievers, and it'll be 
curious to see how GM Mike Grier goes about adjusting course. 

29. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 36.00% 

Next seven days: vs. CGY (Dec. 9), vs. LA (Dec. 11), @ FLA (Dec. 13), 
@ TB (Dec. 15) 

Cursed. But seriously. The Blue Jackets landing Johnny Gaudreau 
should have been a terrific omen for this season, which instead has been 
defined by who's not in the lineup. Zach Werenski, Patrik Laine, Elvis 
Merzlikins, Jake Bean, Jakub Voracek; the list goes on of players who 
have missed time (some of them now out long term). That's no excuse, 
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though. Laine and Merzlikins are back, and the Blue Jackets still can't 
avoid being regularly blown out. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 36.00% 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (Dec. 9), vs. WSH (Dec. 13), vs. VGK (Dec. 
15) 

Predictable. Chicago was meant to be in the thick of the Connor Bedard 
sweepstakes. For the most part, that's where the Blackhawks have 
remained -- with some enjoyably competitive contests tossed in. But 
mostly Chicago appears to be staying on task. 

31. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 37.50% 

Next seven days: vs. BOS (Dec. 9), vs. PHI (Dec. 11), @ SJ (Dec. 13) 

Punishing. Any team could buckle under the weight of a 14-game road 
trip. The Coyotes have gotten some great goaltending from Karel 
Vejmelka, and their top players have made steady contributions, but 
there's no denying the Coyotes' early-season slate has had a negative 
impact. 

32. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 31.48% 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Dec. 9), @ OTT (Dec. 12), @ TOR (Dec. 13), 
@ MTL (Dec. 15) 

Disappointing. Anaheim's pool of young talent -- led by the electrifying 
Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry -- should at least keep them competitive. 
Yet the Ducks have managed a single regulation win this season and 
produced an alarming number of lopsided losses (with a few surprising 
overtime wins tossed in). The rebuild is clearly still on. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In first game against Gaudreau, Flames forget to show up: 
'Very disappointing' 

 

Eric Francis | December 9, 2022, 11:53 PM 

6–7 minutes 

 

COLUMBUS – One night after Johnny Gaudreau treated almost half of 
his former teammates to dinner at his cushy new home, the Calgary 
Flames returned the favour. 

“We had some guys who came for a visit, not to try and win a hockey 
game,” spat Darryl Sutter, alluding to the catered Columbus confab that 
preceded a 3-1 loss.  

“Very disappointing.” 

Almost as disappointing as news AHL call-up Matthew Phillips wouldn’t 
be dressing, contrary to what his morning skate assignment suggested. 

More on that later. 

But first, we’ll start with how the hosts’ first shot on goal triggered the 
most annoying cannon since Nick. 

Hardly the confidence-booster Jacob Markstrom was looking for after 
taking three games off to try to rebuild his faith and form. 

It came one minute in, courtesy of a Patrik Laine breakaway he finished 
with a snipe under Markstrom’s glove. 

Pretty tough assignment to open with a one-on-one staredown with one 
of the most gifted finishers in the game. 

The fact that it marked the league-leading sixth time he’d allowed the first 
shot of the game in is hardly fair to pin on him. 

But that’s what the record will show. 

“They scored right away, first shot,” said Markstrom. “It obviously would 
be nice to come in, and not have us chase the game after that. That 
didn’t happen.”  

The second and final goal on Markstrom came early in the second, 
courtesy of a breakaway by Eric Robinson, the brother of former Flames 
hopeful Buddy, who shot it over Markstrom’s glove. 

The play began at the Blue Jackets’ blue line where MacKenzie Weegar 
fumbled a pass Robinson gobbled up.   

“It’s a bad play – just a good old-fashioned f---- pizza,” said Weegar, who 
later got a trio of third-period penalties, including one for unsportsmanlike 
conduct that likely had to do with his language. 

“I’ll take full responsibility on that last one. Tough play in the second 
period and we got chasing for the rest of the game. In the box a lot. Just 
a s--- effort from myself.”  

Sutter concurred, pinning the loss on a blue line brigade he figured only 
had Chris Tanev in form. 

“I think our defence struggled mightily with the puck, and in coverage, for 
the whole game,” said Sutter, clearly unimpressed with a setback against 
one of the league’s youngest and worst outfits. “These guys have roles, 
and they all play different types of games, and they have to maximize it. 

“They obviously didn’t prepare for that tonight. ... The big guys thought 
they were wheelers and dealers, and the guys who are wheelers and 
dealers wouldn’t touch anybody. ... So, that’s the way she goes.” 

The way she went all night revolved around a constant series of 
turnovers that also sent the Jackets in on a two-on-none and a pair of 
two-on-ones to go with the breakaways. 

“Marky, he was the only one that really kept us in that game – he played 
unbelievable, and I think we let him down tonight,” said Weegar. 

“We hung our goalie out to dry a little too much, I'd say,” added Stone, 
who scored with two-and-a-half minutes left with the extra attacker on, to 
make it a 2-1 game the Jackets closed out with a Sen Kuraly empty 
netter. “We gave up way too many really good chances. Breakaways. 
Two-on-ones. Everything.” 

The evening was supposed to be all about Gaudreau, as the longtime 
Flame faced his former club for the first time since signing with the Blue 
Jackets. 

He was held scoreless, and outside of a great pass to Laine that forced 
Markstrom to stack the pads with a spectacular save midway through the 
first period, he rarely demonstrated the type of brilliance that earned him 
a seven-year, $68-million deal. 

He’ll officially conclude this season’s never-ending series of 
homecomings Jan. 23 when he visits Calgary for the first time as a Blue 
Jacket. 

“That’s probably its own animal,” laughed Gaudreau, who had two shots 
on goal while being checked closely by Elias Lindholm’s line. “But I can 
enjoy this tonight, enjoy my teammates back there. 

“It was special. I’m glad we got the win. A lot of guys knew how 
important, how special, this game was to me. I didn’t even have the best 
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game that I’m capable of, but a lot of guys stepped up tonight and helped 
us get a win. So, very thankful and it was a fun game to be a part of.” 

One of the only positives for the Flames is that they’ll get a chance to 
atone Saturday night in Toronto.  

“It’s a loss - I don’t care if I played good, but we lost,” said Markstrom, 
who finished with 24 saves.  “I get nothing for that. ... I feel good when 
we win. 

“I have to be better.”  

The day started with so much optimism, as Flames fans rejoiced after 
hearing Phillips appeared destined to crack the lineup.  

Called up Thursday, the AHL’s leading scorer took line rushes in the 
morning skate alongside Milan Lucic and Trevor Lewis.  

While no one was thrilled about the possibility the diminutive, highly-
skilled winger might patrol the fourth line, he politely answered questions 
about the thrill of the call-up and how his game wouldn’t have to change 
on the fourth line. 

Given Sutter’s strict insistence on refusing to address lineup questions, it 
was assumed Phillips would get the start ahead of Brett Ritchie – a 
notion the coach refused to dispel despite the obvious line of 
questioning.    

Hours later, once Kevin Rooney cleared waivers to complete his 
demotion, the Flames were able to announce Radim Zohorna was also 
called up, setting the stage for the 6-foot-6 Czech prospect to make his 
Flames debut, at Phillips’ expense.  

“Centreman, simple,” explained Sutter after a game in which Zohorna’s 
screen played a role in Stone’s goal. “We made that decision yesterday.” 

Phillips confirmed from the press box he was told Thursday that dressing 
Friday wasn’t in the cards. 

They’d rather use him in a top-six role in which he stands a chance at 
succeeding. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘We’re finding our game’: Oilers establishing consistency, 
structure as season rolls on 

 

Mark Spector | December 10, 2022, 1:47 AM 

5–6 minutes 

 

EDMONTON — Slowly, the fog lifts on a team that had something 
special last spring, but couldn’t find its way once the new season began.  

Some order has dawned on the Edmonton Oilers’ game. Some 
consistency, some structure, from one line to the next.  

A level of play that has won six of the last eight games, and beat a 
Minnesota Wild team 5-2 on Friday night with a steady, level effort that 
never wavered from the first line to the fourth.  

“When you're getting contributions throughout the lineup, it’s awesome,” 
said Zach Hyman. “It provides momentum for the team, you get off to a 
quicker start — the last couple of starts have been good — and it just 
gives confidence to everybody through the lineup.  

“I think we're finding our game,” he said. “(But) I think we have another 
level.”  

For the first time this season the notoriously slow-starting Oilers have 
jumped out to consecutive 2-0 leads. The goaltending has surely settled, 

with Stuart Skinner playing all four games of this 3-1 homestand 
— allowing 10 goals in four games — the only loss by a 3-2 count to 
Washington.  

A depth line of Derek Ryan, Devin Shore and the emerging Klim Kostin 
has lent some stability, not to mention some offence, with goals in 
consecutive games. Ryan Nugent-Hopkins (1-2-3 on Friday) has 14 
goals and 33 points after 28 games, and is running a line that includes 
neither Connor McDavid nor Leon Draisaitl.  

“I see a maturity to our game,” offered head coach Jay Woodcroft. “I see 
an understanding of what it takes to win. That's a good hockey team we 
just beat tonight — they played hard and they were right there. But we 
found a way to win and it's a credit to our players.”  

And, of course, the big boys are still relentless, as an Oilers powerplay 
that went two-for-three was perhaps out-performed only by a four-for-five 
penalty killing unit that surrendered their only goal while down two men.  

Add those all together, and you can say good riddance to a seven-game 
losing streak to the Wild, a big, physical club that has handled the Oilers 
with ease over the years. It’s simply been a bad matchup for Edmonton, 
one that the Oilers turned around on a Friday night at Rogers Place.  

“Each night is a new game, but at the same time they’ve kind of had our 
number in recent games,” admitted Nugent-Hopkins. “We needed a good 
start, they’re a good starting team. We did that and got better as the 
game went on.”  

With a goal and an assist Connor McDavid moved into the league lead in 
all three categories with 25 goals, 29 assists and 54 points. Stretching his 
goal-scoring skein to seven games, he became the first Oiler since 
Jimmy Carson in 1988 to enjoy a streak of that length.  

Amazingly, McDavid has already had six four-point games this season, 
and we are only 28 games in. This is the best start of his NHL career, 
and he has a chance to win both the Rocket Richard and the Art Ross 
— and with those, the Hart — if it’s not too early to be talking about such 
things.  

“They are special players. They know where each other are,” said 
Minny’s Joel Eriksson Ek. “They caught a break on the last goal, but they 
are skilled players and they are going to make plays if we give them time. 
They did today.”  

An 82-game NHL season can be a long slog, and every team does its 
best to, as Hyman says, “flatten out the roller coaster.”  

For Edmonton, a 7-3 opening 10 games morphed into a 3-7 record over 
the ensuing 10-game segment. Today the Oilers are 16-12, within reach 
of the important teams in the Pacific Division and starting to build some 
cushion above the also-rans.  

Most importantly, however, after a spate of injuries that saw a new player 
leaving the lineup every second game, now the opposite is occurring as a 
different player returns every other night. Kailer Yamamoto scored in his 
second back from injury, while Warren Foegele is expected back during 
this two-game, Monday-Tuesday road trip through Minnesota and 
Nashville. 

The lineup he’ll join has taken on some structure, and isn’t bleeding 
chances the way it had before.  

It looks again like a deep enough lineup that, with a tweak here or there, 
can win its share by buttressing the best one-two punch in the NHL with 
some solid play for the 37 or so minutes that McDavid and Draisaitl are 
on the bench.  

“What we're learning is that when you play towards a structure and an 
identity, it allows you to win hockey games. Even if you are banged up; 
even if you are missing important pieces,” said Woodcroft.  

“As much as everybody wants it to happen immediately. It is a process.”  

A process that's beginning to make these Oilers a team we recognize 
again.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Mikey Eyssimont impressing with substance over style as 
Jets stay hot 

 

Ken Wiebe | December 10, 2022, 12:45 AM 

6–8 minutes 

 

WINNIPEG - He looks nothing like a guy who went into this season with 
only one NHL game on his resume. 

When Mikey Eyssimont steps onto the ice, people notice him. 

Not because of his flash and dash either. This is a meat-and-potatoes 
type of player who battles every single shift. 

The comparisons have been flowing in for the man who was called up 
from the Manitoba Moose of the American Hockey League on Nov. 11. 

Some observers see a bit of Mathieu Perreault and/or a bit of Brandon 
Tanev, combining the energizer buzzy aspect with the Tazmanian devil. 

Winnipeg Jets head coach Rick Bowness drew parallels earlier this week 
to Vancouver Canucks winger - and former Moose forward - Alexandre 
Burrows. 

“Burr just came off that bench and just played his heart out and there’s a 
different skill level and everything else here, experience and everything 
but Mikey brings what Burr did,” Bowness said. “But Burr was a bigger 
guy and he played that hard. You noticed him every shift. He’s always 
where he’s supposed to be, he’s always agitating somebody. So if you 
really watch him, you’d notice something he does pretty much every shift. 
That’s what we need him to do.” 

Well, it’s been mission accomplished on that front for most of the 13 
games Eyssimont has suited up for the Jets this season, and Friday 
against the Chicago Blackhawks was no different. 

Although he didn’t end up with any points, he continued to fit in well on a 
line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor and he got under the skin of 
Jack Johnson to the point that he drew a double minor against him - 
leading to a power play goal from Blake Wheeler that proved to be the 
game-winner. 

With the victory, the Jets improved to 18-7-1 on the season, including an 
impressive 10-2 within the Central Division, sweeping the two-game set 
that included a 5-2 win over the St. Louis Blues on Thursday night. 

The Jets open a three-game homestand on Sunday night against Alex 
Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals. 

Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey chipped in two more assists to give him 
25 on the season, which matches his season total from 2021-22 and is 
just one off his career-high, set during the 2019-20 campaign. 

One day after playing most of the game with 11 forwards after losing 
Saku Maenlanen to a suspected shoulder injury, the Jets were down to 
only five blue-liners for most of Friday’s contest. 

Logan Stanley, who was playing for just the second time after missing 18 
games with a fractured foot, went awkwardly into the end boards early in 
the first period after he appeared to lose an edge as he was being 
chased by Blackhawks forward Sean Lafferty. 

Stanley looked to be favouring either his left knee or ankle as he left the 
ice and while he came back for one shift before the first period had 
concluded, he didn’t take another one in the game and he will be 
evaluated when the Jets return home. 

The loss of Stanley meant an increase in minutes for the remaining five 
D-men, including Morrissey, who finished with just under 27 minutes of 
ice time. 

“He's a horse. He loves to be on the ice. Sometimes he gives me the evil 
eye when I don't have him out there,” Jets associate coach Scott Arniel 
told reporters in Chicago. “But no, he's awesome and everything that's 
happened to him this year is based on his great attitude, great work ethic. 

“I knew he was a good player, knew that he had offensive abilities. But 
man, he's shown it as a power-play quarterback. There's a lot of pressure 
in that position. But the other side, too, he's a good defender. We play 
him against almost every night the other team's top line. He's real mobile 
and has a great stick and his anticipation and his reads are real smart.” 

Not only is Morrissey impressing the new coaching staff, but he’s caught 
the attention of his teammates as well with his inspired play. 

“Obviously he’s been contributing at all ends of the ice. And he’s been 
playing huge minutes,” Jets forward Cole Perfetti, who opened the 
scoring with his sixth goal of the season after a great play at the offensive 
blue line by Morrissey, told reporters. “His defensive game speaks for 
itself, but obviously it’s hard to score in this league as a defenceman and 
put up the numbers he’s putting up. It’s pretty impressive. It’s great to 
have a guy like that on the team. He’s so offensively gifted, he skates so 
well and can join the rush. And then be the first guy back. It’s fun to play 
with him, and he makes it pretty easy out there.” 

The Jets are fortunate to have Dylan Samberg waiting patiently to return 
to the lineup after sitting out the past two games as a healthy scratch. 

Samberg is in competition for the sixth spot on the depth chart and had 
put together a nice stretch of games before Stanley returned, notching 
his first NHL goal against the Anaheim Ducks last Sunday before adding 
an assist. 

With Maenalanen unavailable for the foreseeable future, veteran forward 
Sam Gagner jumped back into the lineup on the fourth line with David 
Gustafsson and Axel Jonsson-Fjallby. 

That also allowed an opportunity for Jansen Hakins to jump into 
Maenalanen’s spot on the checking line with Adam Lowry and Morgan 
Barron. 

Harkins spent some time on a unit with Lowry before finding himself on 
the sidelines as a healthy scratch, but he took advantage of the 
enhanced responsibility the past two nights, using his speed to make an 
impact. 

Harkins was instrumental on the Jets' third goal, applying pressure on the 
forecheck before finding Adam Lowry in front of the net for his sixth goal 
of the season. 

“He’s a shooter,” Lowry told reporters. “That was an unbelievable pass 
there.” 

Jets backup goalie David Rittich put forth another solid effort, finishing 
with 22 saves as he improved to 4-2 on the season as Connor 
Hellebuyck was given a relatively rare evening off. 

"It’s not an easy job,” said Lowry. “It's not the most favourable position for 
a goaltender to go in but all you can ask is they give you a chance to win, 
that they're ready at the start of the game for you. I think he was. He 
played great for us in the second period when we had the lull and in the 
third period when we had the lead. We’ve got a lot of confidence in both 
goalies. They've both played great for us this year." 
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TSN.CA / Chip on his shoulder, Wright sees 'unfinished business' at 
World Juniors 
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A year after a COVID outbreak cancelled the 2022 World Juniors in 
Edmonton and Red Deer, Shane Wright returns to the biggest stage in 
junior hockey a new man. 

"Much different person," the 18-year-old Seattle Kraken forward said. 
"I've grown a lot in maturity. Definitely grown a lot in confidence in myself 
and my abilities. I've gone through a lot the last year. A little bit of 
adversity at times and trying to figure out my way." 

Wright skipped the rescheduled summer World Juniors, held in 
Edmonton from Aug. 9-20, because the Kraken wanted him focused on 
his first NHL training camp. Seattle has now loaned him to Team Canada 
for the 2023 event, which kicks off on Boxing Day in Halifax, N.S., and 
Moncton.  

"Definitely some unfinished business," Wright said. "It's nice to be back 
here." 

Wright brings a responsible two-way game, deadly shot and locker-room 
leadership to Team Canada. He also brings some scars. Long touted as 
the projected first overall pick in the 2022 NHL draft, Wright slipped to 
No. 4 in July.  

"I don't even look at that as a setback," said friend Brandt Clarke, a 
defenceman who was loaned to Team Canada by the Los Angeles 
Kings. "I look at that as a new possibility for him. He's got a chip on his 
shoulder that he never really had to have in his entire life. He was getting 
a lot of praise and now this is a new path and he's doing all the right 
things to come out on top in the end." 

After scoring four times during a five game conditioning stint with the 
American Hockey League's Coachella Valley Firebirds, Wright returned 
to Seattle and scored his first NHL goal on Tuesday.  

"It felt incredible," he said with a big smile. "Maybe a bit of a relief as well. 
Finally getting that first one, you know, eight games later. Yeah, pretty 
crazy feeling. Don't really remember much from the celebration. It was a 
pretty cool moment and something I'll remember for the rest of my life."  

Wright insists there was no added motivation because the goal came 
against the Montreal Canadiens, who passed on him with the first overall 
pick. There was actually another thing motivating him.  

"A little more of a chip on my shoulder after being down [to the AHL] for 
two weeks and wanting to make sure I came out strong in my first game 
back with Seattle to prove something," he said, "to prove that I belonged 
there." 

Wright is averaging a team-low eight minutes and 29 seconds of ice time 
in eight games with Seattle this season. However, the Burlington, Ont., 
native feels like he's turned a corner. 

"Being able to play some big minutes in Coachella and obviously scoring 
my first [NHL] goal as well is a big momentum [booster] and big for my 
confidence." 

Wright should gain more confidence at the World Juniors where he will 
be a headliner on Team Canada. He skated between returning players 
Brennan Othmann of the Peterborough Petes and Joshua Roy of the 
Sherbrooke Phoenix at Friday's practice.  

"He's always been a pro since the day I met him," said Clarke. "I was like, 
'Holy crap, this guy's 13 years old and he's a machine.' He took it on the 
chin [at the draft]. He handled it well. He did all the right things. He didn't 
pout about it. He's like, 'I'm going to make it the best situation it can be.' 
He was determined. He was like, 'I'm going to make this [Kraken] roster. 
I'm still going to be an NHL player this year.' And that's what he did so all 
credit to him. He's going to have an amazing career." 

"Shane's going to be a great NHLer," agreed Othmann, a New York 
Rangers prospect. "I think he's going to play 1,000 games in the NHL. 
He's going to be a captain in the NHL. That's just Shane Wright for you." 

Wright, Clarke and Othmann also teamed up to help Canada win gold at 
the 2021 under-18 World Championship. Before that, they played for the 
Don Mills Flyers in the GTHL and won an OHL Cup title in 2019.  

"We're finally back on the same team," said Wright. "Two of my best buds 
in the world."  

"It means the world," said Clarke. "I wasn't sure we'd ever get a reunion 
like this ... We did a lot of winning back in the day and hopefully we can 
rekindle that." 

"This is kind of our last go-around," Othmann said. "It should be super 
fun and super exciting." 

Othmann scored the overtime winner at the 2019 OHL Cup final. Wright 
got the primary assist. They were back at it on Friday afternoon in 
Moncton.  

"It feels good," Othmann said. "We're looking for each other at all times. I 
mean, even on breakouts and stuff like that we're always trying to look for 
each other and trying to build that chemistry because you never know 
what happens in the next few days. We may end up playing with each 
other. We may not. But, if we do, I know that we'll produce a lot of 
offence just because of our chemistry and how well we read off each 
other. We skate together in the summer. That chemistry will never go 
away. I think just how well we read off each other and how well we think 
the game, it's just going to be very deadly if we play together."  

Wright got a two-game taste of the World Juniors last December. 
Othmann won gold in the summer. But Clarke wasn't invited to either 
event.  

"It was frustrating," he admits. "I thought I could have been one of the top 
players last Christmas and in the summer, but it just didn't play out that 
way. It wasn't the way they wanted to go. I took that in stride, though. I 
decided I wanted to make an NHL team out of camp. I wanted to make 
the Kings. And that's what I did. I definitely took it the right way. I did all 
the things I needed to do to make that possible and now it comes full 
circle. I got to do that and I get to do this. It's cool. I'm looking forward." 

Clarke pauses for a moment when asked if he received any feedback 
from Hockey Canada. Does he know why he was left out last season?  

"No," he said. "You know what, no. Not really ... There wasn't, 'You need 
to do this. You need to do that.'"  

How did he know what to work on?  

"I'm going to raise every part of my game," he said of his mindset. "I'm 
going to raise every part of my character. I'm going to raise every part of 
everything. So, that's what I did and if I didn't do that I wouldn't have 
made an NHL roster this year and if I didn't do that maybe I wouldn't be 
here right now. I never got told one specific reason or any specific reason 
even [though] I was doing well in the OHL at the time of the tournament. 
No one really told me anything. So, I was just like, you know, I'm going to 
elevate everything." 

Clarke posted two assists in nine games with the Kings this season. He 
also produced a goal and an assist in a five-game conditioning stint with 
the AHL's Ontario Reign.  

Arizona Coyotes winger Dylan Guenther was also loaned to Team 
Canada for the World Juniors.  

"I, honestly, didn't really think about it, actually," he said. "Playing with the 
[NHL] team you're not really thinking about anything else. I heard some 
rumblings and stuff and I started to think about it and then my GM [Bill 
Armstrong] told me and I was excited. It's hard to win and you don't 
always get a chance to win and win championships and we have a 
chance to do that." 
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Guenther was playing a bottom-six role with Team Canada when the 
plug got pulled on the December event. After a long playoff run with the 
Edmonton Oil Kings, an injury kept Guenther out of the summer redo. 
Like Wright, he returns to the World Juniors in a much different place.  

"Just more complete," he said of his game.  

Guenther credits Coyotes coach Andre Tourigny.  

"He really likes complete players," Guenther said. "To play in his system 
you have to be able to play on both sides of the puck ... He talked to me 
and said being in those pressure situations and playing in all situations 
when you know the country's watching and the building's packed, that's 
special and you don’t always get that. I think it's important to have those 
experiences."  

Tourigny was an assistant coach in Ostrava when Canada won the 2020 
World Juniors. He served as head coach at the 2021 Edmonton bubble 
event where Canada won silver.  

"A lot of practices and stuff we do here, we do in Arizona too," Guenther 
said.  

Guenther has three goals and eight assists in 21 NHL games this 
season.  

"He's a special player," said Team Canada head coach Dennis Williams. 
"Skill. Size. Speed. Composure with the puck. Ability to slow down a 
game. Just a real difference maker."  

Regina Pats centre Connor Bedard arrives at Canada's camp riding a 27-
game point streak in the Western Hockey League. Pats linemate Tanner 
Howe offered TSN a behind-the-scenes look at what makes the 17-year-
old tick. The following is an edited transcript of the interview.   

TSN: What's Bedard like in the gym?  

Howe: "He's an animal in the gym. He's always lifting more than other 
guys and doing extra reps just trying to be better than everyone else. It's 
awesome."   

TSN: How strong is he? 

Howe: "He doesn't get pushed off the puck too much. You don't see him 
get hit hard too much."  

TSN: How's his chirping game?  

Howe: "Really good, actually."  

TSN: What's his best chirp this season?  

Howe: "I remember him saying something about a guy's breath." 

TSN: Like that he had bad breath? 

Howe: "Yeah, it got me laughing."  

TSN: He told me in the summer that you and him like to mess with the 
opposing goalie. How does that work? 

Howe: "I started doing it at the start of the year and he kind of thought it 
was pretty funny. He wanted to team up and kind of do it. So, just trying 
to get under the skin of the goalie. Just [doing stuff] after whistles and 
maybe even snowing the goalie or something." 

TSN: What's the best play you've seen Connor make this season? 

Howe: "His through-the-legs goal in Swift Current. I mean, how quick he 
even thought of doing that. Like, I know if I got the puck there I'd just get 
it to the net and he goes through the legs and bar down. That's the best 
goal I've seen."  

TSN: What's he like after games?  

Howe: "He wants to win so bad. After a win, he's talking to us about what 
we need to do better for next game. He's getting us motivated. And, he 
takes it to heart when we lose."  

TSN: Where has he gotten even better this season?  

Howe: "His 200-foot game is something he's worked on and that's come 
a long way. And then taking no days off. I don't think I've ever seen him 
take a day off and that shows." 

TSN: He doesn't take a day off?  

Howe: "When we get a day off, he's always asking me to go shoot pucks 
or he'll be doing band workouts or workouts in his basement. He never 
takes a day off. It's crazy."  

TSN: He's always working on his shot, right?  

Howe: "Pretty much every day off we go to this shooting place and shoot 
pucks. After practice, he's out there with 100 pucks shooting. Always 
trying to get it better."  

TSN: He had a four-goal game at the December World Juniors. He had 
four goals and four assists while winning gold in the summer. Any 
predictions for what he'll accomplish in Halifax?  

Howe: "I expect big things. I can't wait to start watching." 

Sarnia goalie Ben Gaudreau missed Team Canada's opening practice 
due to a travel delay.  

Canada will hold another practice on Saturday. There will then be games 
against uSports players on Sunday and Monday before the final cuts are 
made. Team Canada plans to carry 13 forwards, seven defencemen and 
two goalies, which means 10 players have to be released. Williams says 
all the cuts will come after Monday's game.  
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TSN.CA / London police didn’t give committee documents related to 
alleged assault after Hockey Canada event 

 

Rick Westhead 

6–8 minutes 

 

An independent committee created to review all sexual assault 
complaints received by the London Police Service that don’t lead to 
charges has not been provided case files related to an 
alleged 2018 sexual assault involving eight former Canadian Hockey 
League players after a Hockey Canada event in the city, the head of the 
committee told TSN. 

Jane McGregor, who is chair of the London police’s third-party Violence 
Against Women Advocate Case Review Program, said in an interview on 
Monday that she didn’t pursue an explanation from police about why the 
case was not provide to her committee. 

“I can’t say why they didn’t give the case file to us,” McGregor said. “I 
talked to the police about it, and they said they were reopening their 
investigation, but I have not come out and directly asked the police what 
happened. I don’t know why I haven’t… I think we pick our battles, and 
our relationship with the London police has really improved. 

“Do London police need to do a better job? Absolutely… But this is so 
much bigger. Their resources are stretched. They don't have enough 
folks in the sexual assault unit. And if you look at their domestic violence 
and intimate partner violence unit, it's astounding the lack of resources 
that they have.” 

TSN reported in May that a woman had settled a lawsuit against Hockey 
Canada and the CHL in which she alleged she had been sexually 
assaulted by eight former CHL players following a Hockey Canada gala 
in London in June 2018. 
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The woman, who is identified in court documents as “E.M.,” filed a 
criminal complaint and provided police with pictures and text messages 
related to her alleged attack, her lawyer has said. 

London police have said they decided to close “E.M.”’s case file without 
filing charges in February 2019 before reopening the investigation on 
July 22. “E.M.” took a polygraph test, which was found to be truthful and 
met with London police in late July, her lawyer Rob Talach said in a 
statement on Aug. 2. 

A London police spokesperson declined to say why documents related to 
the case were not provided to the volunteer civilian committee after the 
case was initially closed in February 2019. 

“As this is an active investigation, we are unable to speak further to the 
matter,” Const. Sandasha Bough wrote in a statement to TSN. 
“Appropriate information will be shared once the investigation has 
concluded…. We do not have an anticipated timeline…” 

Defence lawyer Calvin Barry, a Crown attorney in Toronto from 1983 to 
2004, said it’s not unusual that London police have not updated the 
public on the case more than four months after reopening the 
investigation. 

Barry, who has no involvement in the London case, said he recently 
worked on a case in Bracebridge, Ont., where an alleged sexual assault 
victim asked for police to re-investigate her case after it was closed with 
no charges. The Ontario Provincial Police brought in an officer from 
another detachment to work on the case as a “fresh set of outside eyes,” 
he said. Charges in that case were laid more than a year after the case 
was reopened. 

“Maybe London police have brought in police from another force to help 
for the same reason and they aren’t talking publicly about it,” Barry said. 
“It’s also possible they are doing more forensic tests.” 

Barry said the Centre of Forensic Sciences in Toronto, which he said 
performs testing for all police forces in Ontario, has struggled with a 
months-long backlog since the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Several members of the committee have acknowledged in interviews with 
TSN that the decision by London police not to provide documents related 
to the hockey case to the committee may negatively affect the public trust 
in the police and raise questions about whether other case files have also 
not been provided to the committee. 

“There is a concern because when women decide to report a sexual 
assault, they know there is a good chance they will be entrenched in 
justice process for a long time,” said Jenn Dunn, executive director of the 
London Abused Women’s Centre. “It’s concerning if some may not report 
their cases if they think the system isn’t working.” 

The committee was formed after The Globe and Mail reported in 
February 2017 that the London police had one of Canada’s highest rates 
of ruling sexual assault complaints to be unfounded, a law enforcement 
term for a baseless allegation or when a criminal charge isn’t warranted. 

A March 26, 2018, memorandum of understanding between the LPS and 
the case review committee explains the terms of their agreement. 

“The purpose of the VAW Review Program,” the agreement says, “is to 
ensure ‘best practice’ responses to sexual assault reports involving adult 
complainants and suspects; improve the effectiveness of the 
investigative process; assist with the apprehension of offenders; provide 
the proper level of service and respect to sexual assault complainants 
and enhance their trust in the investigative process; promote open 
communication and cooperation between the LPS and advocate 
agencies; and improve the transparency of LPS sexual assault 
investigations.” 

Members of the committee include officials with the London Abused 
Women’s Centre, Carrefour des Femmes du Sud-Ouest de l’Ontario, the 
Muslim Resource Centre for Social Support and Integration, and Atlohsa 
Family Healing Services Inc. 

According to the agreement, the committee is supposed to receive 
material, including occurrence reports, victim and witness statements, 
audio/video records of victim, witness and alleged offender interviews, 
arrest reports with list of criminal charges, medical information, and any 
documentary, physical, photo, video or electronic evidence yielded from 
police investigations of sexual assault complaints that do not result in 
charges. 

Police will receive recommendations and observations from the 
committee on subjects such as procedural steps, evidentiary issues, 
victim interview issues, and overall quality of investigations, the 
agreement says. Police and committee members are supposed to review 
sexual assault investigative files every three months. 

“In advance of the scheduled review sessions, the LPS will compile all 
police records pertaining to the following sexual assault reports: All 
sexual assault reports where charges were not laid, including where the 
LPS investigators classified the report as unfounded,” the agreement 
says. 

TSN.CA LOADED: 12.10.2022 


