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Recap: Canes Dominate Islanders En Route To Kochetkov's Second Shutout 

Rookie netminder stops all 16 shots faced as Carolina puts 
together one of its best performances of the season 

By Walt Ruff 

ELMONT, NY. - Despite not having Sebastian Aho or Jesper 
Fast in their lineup, the Carolina Hurricanes completely 
controlled the New York Islanders Saturday, earning a 3-0 
shutout victory.  

Three Big Things 

Working With What We've Got 

With Aho (lower-body) and Fast (undisclosed) out of the 
lineup, Rod Brind'Amour and staff were forced to go with 11 
forwards and seven defensemen for tonight's contest. 

Always a challenge to manage the bench in those situations 
and ensure that the proper personnel are on the ice at the 
correct times, the Canes appeared to have no issue with that 
from the get-go. Stefan Noesen was an immediate factor 
when rotating alongside Jordan Staal and Jordan Martinook, 
and Maxime Lajoie was sprinkled in as a seventh 
defensemen in several situations. 

To make matters even more challenging, Seth Jarvis missed 
a chunk of time during the second period due to a brief 
upper-body issue, but the bench made it work with just 10 
skaters up front. 

What made all of the above even more impressive was the 
fact that the team's strong suit throughout all 60 minutes was 
their ability to keep the puck out of New York's hands. The 
unit held the home team to just 16 shots, the second-fewest 
in a single game this season. 

Koochie Mane 

Despite having started the team's two most recent games 
and it now having been over a week since Antti Raanta 
made his last start, the Canes elected to go with rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov in net for a third consecutive contest. 

The 23-year-old wasn't faced with the busiest night of his 
career en route to his second career NHL shutout, but he did 
everything needed when tested. His busiest period of the 
evening was the opening 20 minutes when he faced seven 
shots. 

Stastny's Evening Of Opportunity 

With Aho out of the lineup, Paul Stastny was elevated to 
playing in between Martin Necas and Seth Jarvis on what is 
commonly referred to as the team's top line. 

The veteran made the most of the chance, opening the 
evening's scoring when putting home a feed from Andrei 
Svechnikov on the back door. 

It was his first goal as a member of the team, a welcomed 
feature to his nearly 15 minutes of play tonight. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his assessment of the victory... 

"It was just a great effort. I'm really proud of the group to be 
honest. Obviously we're missing some good, quality players 
that we count on every night to win games. It wasn't that 
guys stepped up, I think guys just played really well and 
understood what we had to do to win games." 

Brady Skjei giving his thoughts... 

"That was probably one of our best games of the year, if not 
the best. It was just the way we want to play. We forchecked, 
didn't give them much, didn't give them any chances and 
really focused on taking the game to them. We played below 
their goal line. It was textbook the way that we want to play 
and it was a great effort by us." 

Skjei continuing on Kochetkov's performance... 

"I think we have confidence in all of our goalies but obviously 
Koochie has been running hot. He's an athletic goalie and a 
guy that makes the big saves. He's been great and hopefully 
he keeps that rolling." 

Bonus Notes 

 Pre-game Rod Brind'Amour said that he isn't 
concerned that Jesper Fast's injury will keep him 
out long-term. 

 Teuvo Teravainen and Brady Skjei led the way with 
five shots each for Carolina. 

 Pyotr Kochetkov has now posted more wins at UBS 
Arena than any other NHL rink, including PNC 
Arena (1-1-0). 

 The netminder now moves to 6-1-4, giving the 
Canes points in 10 of his 11 games played this 
season. 

 The Canes moved to 15-6-6 with the win. 

What's Next? 

The team will fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. 
They're scheduled to be off on Sunday and will then return to 
practice on Monday at Invisalign Arena before departing to 
Detroit.
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Kochetkov, Hurricanes shut out Islanders 

Makes 16 saves for Carolina, which extends point streak to 
seven 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 16 saves for the Carolina Hurricanes 
in a 3-0 win against the New York Islanders at UBS Arena in 
Elmont, New York, on Saturday. 

It was Kochetkov's second shutout this season. 

Paul Stastny scored his first goal for the Hurricanes (15-6-6), 
who extended their point streak to seven games (5-0-2) 
despite playing without forwards Sebastian Aho (lower body) 
and Jesper Fast (undisclosed). 

"Just a great effort. I'm really proud of the group," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Obviously, we're missing a ton 
of quality players that we count on every night. Everybody 
just played really well and understood what we had to do to 
win this game." 

Ilya Sorokin made 26 saves for the Islanders (17-12-0), who 
were coming off a 6-4 win at the New Jersey Devils on 
Friday. 

"They were on top of us. They had an answer for everything 
we tried to do," New York coach Lane Lambert said. 
"Certainly, when you're coming off a back-to-back, you can't 
turn the puck over like we did. We didn't get to our game at 
all." 

Stastny gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 7:06 of the second 
period. He scored from near the right post off a backhand 
pass from Andrei Svechnikov, who got the rebound of Brady 
Skjei's shot from the left point. 

"That was probably one of our best games of the year, if not 
the best," Skjei said. "Forechecking, not giving them much, 
then taking the game to them and playing below the goal 
line. It was textbook how we wanted to play." 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi pushed it to 2-0 at 4:05 of the third period 
with a redirection of Brent Burns' shot from the right point. 

"'Burnsy' delivered a good shot, so it's just a good lane for 
me to tip that," Kotkaniemi said. "We needed guys to step 
up, and a lot of guys did that today." 

Jordan Staal made it 3-0 at 8:49. Shortly after a turnover by 
Noah Dobson below the goal line, Jordan Martinook circled 
the net and got the puck out front to Staal, who scored from 
the edge of the crease. 

"I loved the third period," Brind'Amour said. "We're up by 
one, just kind of put the hammer down and just kept playing 
our game. It was a solid two points for sure." 

Carolina outshot New York 13-6 in the third. 

"Guys were working, (but) we weren't able to break any of 
their pressure," Islanders captain Anders Lee said. "A lot of 
times they were right up on us. We weren't able to get it past 
them enough to sustain any pressure. They kind of won the 
territorial play tonight." 

NOTES: Stastny signed a one-year contract with the 
Hurricanes on Aug. 23. … Carolina, which played with 11 
forwards and seven defensemen, is 5-0-4 in its past nine 
road games. … Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis had his six-
game point streak end. … Islanders forward Anthony 
Beauvillier did not play after sustaining an upper-body injury 
against the Devils on Friday. … New York forward Brock 
Nelson had his seven-game point streak end.
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Stastny, Kochetkov lead Hurricanes to 3-0 win over Islanders 

By Scott Charles 

NEW YORK (AP) — Paul Stastny scored in the second 
period, Pyotr Kochetkov got his second career shutout, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the New York Islanders 3-0 
Saturday night to extend their point streak to seven games. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan Staal also scored, and 
Kochetkov had 16 saves as Carolina improved to 5-0-2 on its 
current streak.  

“From our standpoint, we did a lot of the things we wanted to 
do,” veteran forward Derek Stepan said. “We executed when 
we had the puck on our stick and defended extremely well 
when we didn’t.” 

Ilya Sorokin finished with 28 saves as the Islanders lost for 
the fourth time in six games.  

Stastny gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 7:06 of the middle 
period with his first goal of the season. Brady Skjei fired a 
shot from the point and Andrei Svechnikov got the rebound 
before sliding the puck over to Stastny.  

“I saw some traffic in front, and I am just trying to get it by the 
first guy,” Skjei said. “Hopefully some chaos happens in front 
and hopefully some chaos happens in front and that’s what 
happened.” 

Mathew Barzal and Oliver Wahlstrom had an opportunity to 
break the 0-0 tie shortly before Carolina opened the scoring 
but Kotkaniemi hustled back into the defensive zone and 
broke up the odd-man rush opportunity. 

“They were on top of us,” Islanders coach Lane Lambert 
said. “They had an answer for everything that we tried to do.” 

Kotkaniemi doubled Carolina’s advantage at 4:05 of the third 
period when he redirected Brent Burns’ shot from the point 

past Sorokin for his third. Burns registered his fifth assist four 
games on the play. 

Staal pushed the Hurricanes advantage to 3-0 when he 
buried a feed from Jordan Martinook at 8:49 after Islanders 
defenseman Noah Dobson turned the puck over behind 
Sorokin. 

“I loved the third period,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “We were up by one and just kind of put the hammer 
down. Kept playing our game, solid two points for sure.” 

The Islanders were outshot 15-6 in the third period. 

“They were on us tonight,” Islanders captain Anders Lee 
said. “We weren’t able to sustain some pressure because 
couldn’t get by them enough and get in their zone to create 
that.” 

SIDELINED 

Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho did not play and is day-to-
day with a lower-body injury. Aho is second on Carolina with 
27 points (11 goals, 16 assists) in 26 games. 

RETURN OF THE FISHERMAN 

The Islanders debuted their reverse retro jersey. They are 
the last of the 32 NHL teams to introduce its version of an 
alternate jersey and it was the first of six times they will wear 
it this season. The Fisherman logo was initially unveiled as 
part of a complete rebranding for the organization ahead of 
the 1995-96 season. It was the first time the logo was worn 
since April 12, 1997. 

UP NEXT: 

Hurricanes: At Detroit on Tuesday night. 

Islanders: At Boston on Tuesday night.
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Center Depth Leads Hurricanes to Shutout Win in Aho’s Absence 

Production from the middle of the ice led the Carolina 
Hurricanes to a 3-0 shutout win over the New York Islanders. 

By Brett Finger  

With Sebastian Aho out of the lineup on Saturday for the first 
time this season, the Carolina Hurricanes went fishing for a 
win on Long Island. 

Coming off of their first loss of the road trip, an overtime 
defeat in Anaheim, the Hurricanes fought through two 
impactful injury absences up front and locked down the New 
York Islanders’ offense en route to a 3-0 shutout win. 

The Hurricanes had to turn to their penalty killers in a big 
spot early in the first period. Brett Pesce and Brent Burns 
took minor penalties just 40 seconds apart, giving the 
Islanders an opportunity to strike first. 

An Anders Lee interference penalty cut the 5-on-3 short, 
though, and the Canes had a dominant showing through the 
rest of the kill. 

The bulk of the play during the opening period was in the 
neutral zone. Neither team managed to establish any 
sustained offense until a late-period Islanders penalty. The 
Hurricanes couldn’t score on the man advantage, but they 
generated several quality opportunities. 

The second period was just about as bogged down as the 
first period, but the Hurricanes pushed through the opening 
goal. 

Paul Stastny’s backdoor goal off of a great touch pass from 
Andrei Svechnikov ended the first-year Hurricane’s 25-game 
drought to open his tenure with the club. 

That goal kicked off a string of goals down the middle of the 
Hurricanes' lineup. Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s deflection of a 
Burns point shot in the early stages of the third period 

pushed the Carolina lead to two goals. Just under five 
minutes later, Jordan Staal went to the front of the net and 
slammed home an alley-oop pass from Jordan Martinook to 
make it 3-0. 

On a night without their number-one, do-it-all center, it was 
the Hurricanes’ depth down the middle of the ice that 
stepped up and served as the driving force behind a tight-
checking road win against a divisional rival. 

Kotkaniemi and Stastny had combined for just two goals this 
season entering Saturday’s game, and they managed to 
double that total against the Isles. 

Staal’s line, which featured Stefan Noesen in Jesper Fast’s 
absence, led all Canes forward lines in 5-on-5 ice time and 
gave up just one Islanders shot attempt. Staal’s third-period 
goal was his second tally in as many games. 

In his third game back from missing nearly a month due to 
injury, Teuvo Teravainen logged his most minutes in a 
regulation game all season. He tied his season-high with five 
shots on goal and secured a secondary assist on 
Kotkaniemi’s goal in the second period, his first point since 
November 10. Burns’ primary assist on the goal extended his 
point streak to four games. 

Martin Necas didn’t make it onto the scoresheet, but he was 
outstanding. He was around the puck all night, and 
Carolina’s offense ran through him when he was on the ice. 

The early penalty kill set the tone for a dominant defensive 
effort. The Islanders put just 16 shots on Pyotr Kochetkov, 
but the rookie goalie was perfect when called upon en route 
to his second NHL shutout. 

The Hurricanes are now 4-0-1 on the road trip with one game 
left to go. They will close it out on Tuesday when they take 
on the Detroit Red Wings.
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Canes cruise past Islanders in complete team win  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes bounced back into the win column 
with a 3-0 shutout of the New York Islanders on Saturday, 
Dec. 10. 

The Canes (15-6-6) whittled down the Islanders (17-12-0) via 
a slew of step-up performances. Most notably, center Paul 
Stastny netted his first goal as a Hurricane to open the 
scoring. 

Stastny already had six assists to his name since signing a 
one-year, $1.5 million deal with Carolina in the offseason, but 
finally found twine in game number 26. Stastny finally made 
it onto the scoresheet, but this result arose from a team effort 
more than anything. 

“That was probably one of our best games of the year, if not 
the best,” said defenseman Brady Skjei. “It was just the way 
we want to play: forechecking, not giving them many 
chances and really taking the game to them, playing below 
the goal line. It was a textbook [example of] how we want to 
play and it's a great effort by us.” 

The Hurricanes offense resurged at a great time in the 
absence of center Sebastian Aho, who missed the game due 
to a lower-body injury. Carolina called up defenseman Max 
LaJoie from the Chicago Wolves, but the Canes rolled out 11 
forwards and seven defenseman against the Islanders. 
Despite the lopsided lines, Carolina got the job done. 

“I'm really proud of the group to be quite honest,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “Obviously, we're missing a ton of 
good, quality players that we count on every night. The other 
guys, it wasn't like we stepped up. I just think everybody 
played really well, understood what we had to do to win this 
game and pretty much did it.” 

The Hurricanes took a 1-0 lead into the second intermission 
thanks to Stastny’s goal before padding their lead in the third 
period. Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi doubled the Canes 
advantage by redirecting defenseman Brent Burns’ shot past 
Isles netminder Ilya Sorokin. 

A little less than five minutes later, right wing Stefan Noesen 
and left wing Jordan Martinook went for a wrap-around shot 
before dishing the puck to center Jordan Staal for an easy 
tap-in. 

The Canes defense made goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov’s 
night easier by clamping down on the Islanders offense. New 
York managed just 16 shots compared to Carolina’s 29. 

“I didn't see much [from Kochetkov] which is great, to be 
honest,” Brind’Amour said. “That's one of those games 
where I don’t know if we gave up too many grade-A chances, 
maybe one of the first. I loved the third period. I loved that 
we're up by one and just put the hammer down and kept 
playing our game.” 

The Hurricanes will wrap up their six-game road trip on 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 with a visit to Detroit against the Red 
Wings. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m.
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Wolves Bounced by Stars 6-1 

The Chicago Wolves concluded a four-game road trip with a 
6-1 loss to the Texas Stars on Saturday night. 

Vasily Ponomarev scored his team-leading seventh goal of 
the season for the Wolves but it wasn’t enough as the Stars 
got goals from six different players to sweep the weekend 
series between the Central Division foes. 

Texas scored its first goal midway through the opening 
period when Ben Gleason found the back of the net. 

Early in the second, the Stars extended the lead to 2-0 when 
Riley Damiani scored and a short time later Riley Barber 
added another to make it a three-goal advantage. 

The Stars kept coming in the third and put the game away 
with power-play goals by Marian Studenic and Jacob 
Peterson. 

Ponomarev ended the shutout bid by Stars goaltender Matt 
Murray when the forward scored from in close late in the 

period. Zack Hayes and Jamieson Rees earned assists on 
the goal, with Rees recording his team-leading 17th point of 
the season. 

Fredrik Karlstrom closed out the scoring for the Stars with a 
shorthanded goal in the waning moments. 

Zachary Sawchenko (27 saves) suffered the loss in goal for 
the Wolves while Murray (22 saves) earned the win for the 
second consecutive night. 

The Wolves dropped to 6-12-2-0 on the season while Texas 
improved to 13-7-2-2. 

Up next: The Wolves will host the Stars on Thursday at 
Allstate Arena (11 a.m., AHLTV). 

For information on Wolves ticket plans for the 2022-23 
season — everything from single-game tickets to Flex Packs 
to group outings — visit ChicagoWolves.com or call 1-800-
THE-WOLVES.

 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-dominate-islanders-en-route-to-kochetkovs-second-shutout/c-338625526 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-islanders-game-recap/c-338461850 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-islanders-paul-stastny-jordan-staal-67da1b93a7d8e939d01944ea0a4f68a6 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/12/10/23503492/center-depth-leads-carolina-hurricanes-to-shutout-win-in-sebastian-aho-absence-islanders-
nhl 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-cruise-past-islanders-in-complete-team-win/article_1c14e47a-7908-11ed-9350-374975dcb400.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/12/10/wolves-bounced-by-stars-6-1/ 
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Mr. Hockey tribute? Here are 5 ideas for Detroit Red Wings next 
'Reverse Retro' NHL jersey 

 

RYAN FORD 

Detroit Free Press 

 

The Detroit Red Wings will wear their 2022 “Reverse Retro” red-with-
black-stripes sweaters designed by Adidas for the second time Tuesday 
against the Carolina Hurricanes − who, uh, also wear a lot of red and 
black. 

The Wings are scheduled to wear the jerseys four more times this 
season: Dec. 31 against the Ottawa Senators, Jan. 10 against the 
Winnipeg Jets, Jan. 24 against the San Jose Sharks and Feb. 11 against 
the Vancouver Canucks. 

While we’re looking to the future, it’s time to start thinking about what the 
next “Reverse Retro” look might be for the Wings. (The first, you might 
have been able to forget, were a blah mix of white, silver and even more 
white that were worn a few times during the shortened 2020-21 NHL 
season.) 

After all, as Brian Jennings, the league’s chief brand officer, told 
NHL.com, the planning for these league-wide initiatives starts years in 
advance: “When we were winding down the initial 1.0 drop of Reverse 
Retro jerseys, we were already starting to think about the iterations for 
this drop.” 

And, well, honestly, we weren’t much of a fan of this season’s look when 
we broke down all 32 kits, with the Wings’ jersey ranking in the bottom 
quarter. The red-and-black look, trailbreaking though it is in Detroit, just 
doesn’t look very Red Wings-y. Nor does the jersey’s ties to 1991 feel 
particularly retro-y. (Unless it was paying tribute to the first season of 
Little Caesars Arena, when they had to switch all the red seats to black 
because they were too apparent on TV.) And the worst part? They don’t 
look particularly cool, which is the one thing Adidas should nail (and did, 
for about a third of the league). 

Part of the problem? The Wings haven’t had many different looks, with 
the Winged Wheel becoming a mainstay on the crest all the way back in 
1932. Adidas didn’t let a lack of historic uniforms stop it from creating 
winners for several other shorter-lived franchises; the designers drew on 
regional hockey influences — not necessarily tied to the franchises 
themselves — to create new “old” looks for the Sharks and the Vegas 
Golden Knights. 

With that in mind, here’s five looks Adidas and the Wings should keep in 
mind when they skate out “Reverse Retro 3.0” for the 2024-25 season. 

Vipe away the past 

Let’s start with the franchise’s personal touchstone and, well, the face of 
hockey in Michigan: Mr. Hockey. Gordie Howe spent 25 seasons wearing 
the Winged Wheel before finishing his career with the Houston Aeros of 

the WHA and the Hartford/New England Whalers of the World Hockey 
Association (and one year in the NHL). But 17 years after he retired from 
the NHL, Howe took one more shift on the ice in the metro Detroit area, 
suiting up for the Detroit Vipers of the International Hockey League at the 
Palace of Auburn Hills on Oct. 3, 1997. 

Howe was only on the ice for 46 seconds as he became the first player to 
play in six decades; he was still Mr. Hockey, even at 69, so of course he 
still wound up with a hit and a deflected puck on net in front of 20,182 
fans. “I almost got one,” he told the Freep afterward. 

The Wings missed a chance to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Howe’s 
final skate, but maybe they’ll be ready when 2024 rolls around. The 
Vipers’ logos and general look are probably off-limits, but imagine a 
Wings sweater decked out in purple, teal and white, just like Mr. Hockey 
used to wear? 

Deer-ly beloved? 

Maybe we want to keep things a little closer to the center of the city, with 
a faux throwback to the other hockey team to call downtown Detroit 
home: The 1974-75 Michigan Stags of the WHA. Relocated from Los 
Angeles (where they were known as the Sharks for the first two seasons 
of the upstart league), the Stags lasted 43 games as a Detroit franchise. 
Just 22 of those were at home (then-Cobo Arena) before dire finances, 
including a tax lien by the IRS, forced a sale and move to Baltimore. 

The roster wasn’t much to speak of, either, led by former Wings coach 
Johnny Wilson: The most notable names were goalie Gerry Desjardins, 
who led the Buffalo Sabres to the Stanley Cup Finals in the same season 
he appeared in 41 games for the Stags, and forward Eddie Johnstone, 
who had four goals as a rookie with the Stags before putting up a pair of 
30-goal seasons with the New York Rangers from 1980-82. 

So why even bring them up? Flexibility! In addition to their original red, 
black and gold uniforms — featuring a clever stag-in-the-shape-of-an-M 
— the franchise also spent some time as a team without an brand. After 
taking over the franchise, and while searching for a new owner, the WHA 
shipped the Stags new gear: white jerseys with red and blue trim — and 
no logo. (Makes it easy to get the Winged Wheel in there, right?) If 
Adidas goes this route, though, they might want to ignore the pants. The 
logo-less Stags were shipped purple pants to wear. That was a step too 
far for Wilson, however: “It was embarrassing,” the coach told the Freep 
in mid-January 1975. “We didn’t wear the purple pants, though. We wore 
our own black ones. Purple pants and red, white and blue sweaters?” 

Reheated pizza? 

Ah, but maybe paying tribute to a pair of semi-competitors would be a 
little too off-brand for the team owned by the Ilitch family and playing in, 
ahem, Little Caesars Arena, with thousands of Hot-’N’-Readys waiting to 
be sold to hungry fans. So let’s keep it in the family with a tribute to the 
preeminent juniors program in metro Detroit: Little Caesars AAA, which 
has 94 state titles and 23 national championships across various age 
groups dating to the program’s start in 1975. 

The program’s individual pipeline to the pros has also been productive, 
with stars of the past (Hockey Hall of Famer Mike Modano), stars of the 
present (Dallas’ Jason Robertson, second in NHL goals this season) and 
even stars in the women’s game (nearly two dozen members of the girls’ 
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teams have gone on to play professionally in Canada, Russia and the 
US). 

So what would the look be? We’re thinking some orange jerseys with a 
powder-blue “Red Wings” script across the chest. Or, to satisfy the 
“reverse” requirement, maybe powder-blue jerseys with orange script? 
Whatever — just make sure to wear them once in April, when folks 
around here are starting to think about that other Ilitch team wearing blue 
and orange. 

Red, white and new? 

Of course, the Little Caesars junior club hasn’t been the only developers 
of hockey talent in the area; there’s also the U.S. National Team 
Development Program, which began in Ann Arbor in 1996. Since then, 
and continuing through the program’s move to Plymouth for the 2014-15 
season, the USNTDP has produced hundreds of NHLers. That includes 
five former No. 1 overall draft picks — goalie Rick DiPietro (2000), 
defenseman Erik Johnson (2006) and forwards Patrick Kane (2007), 
Auston Matthews (2016) and Jack Hughes (2019). 

The “retro” part of this jersey is pretty easy — the USNTDP already wore 
throwbacks last season for the program’s 25th anniversary, featuring a 
blue base with a red swoosh with blue and white stripes and blue stars 
across the bottom, a vintage 1996 Nike design. This would be Adidas’ 
chance to show the other jersey behemoth what they can do with the 
same basic ingredients. Perhaps a red jersey with blue stars? We can 
already hear “God Bless America” streaming through the speakers at 
LCA in their honor now. 

State of rivalry? 

We’ll finish with the one rivalry that might be bigger than Adidas vs. Nike: 
Spartans vs. Wolverines. The Wings already pay tribute to the two top 
hockey teams in the state (as well as the five other Division I programs: 
Ferris State, Lake Superior State, Michigan Tech, Northern Michigan and 
Western Michigan) with annual “College Nights,” but MSU and U-M take 
it to another level by playing one of their four annual games in downtown 
Detroit every February. 

The fierce rivalry is gaining new steam this season as the Spartans, 
under the new direction of former USNTDP coach Adam Nightingale, 
appear to be making an NCAA tournament push. The Wolverines are 
again stacked with NHL talent, and could have another top 5 draft pick in 
forward Adam Fantilli, putting up nearly a goal a game as a freshman. 

As for the look of the sweaters? We’re thinking a mix, blasphemous 
though it might seem, of some of the more distinctive looks from the 
Spartans and Wolverines. Perhaps some red-and-white stripes on the 
shouders to mimic U-M’s iconic helmet, mixed with a script “Red Wings” 
in the style MSU wore when winning the 2007 national championship — 
the most recent Division I title won by a Michigan school. Put it all on a 
silver background, since we’ve only got so many Wings colors to choose 
from (and as a nice tribute to the gray skies sure to show up in February 
when the Spartans and Wolverines pack LCA once again), and you might 
have a winner that fans from both schools could wear with pride. 

And if not? Well, at least it won’t look like a reject from the Blackhawks, 
unlike a certain set we could name. 
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Red Wings squander solid effort, fall in OT to Stars in finale of trip 

 

TED KULFAN 

The Detroit News 

12 hours ago 

 

Stars 3, Red Wings 2, OT 

Dallas Stars defeat the Detroit Red Wings, 3-2 in overtime at American 
Airlines Center on Saturday, December 10, 2022. Dallas, TX. 

The Red Wings won the road trip but didn't win Saturday's game. 

They actually lost it in heartbreaking fashion, as Dallas defenseman Nils 
Lundkvist scored with 31 seconds left in overtime, giving the Stars a 3-2 
victory. 

The overtime had been fairly quiet on both ends, until the deciding goal. 
Dylan Larkin lost control of the puck to Mason Marchment, who suddenly 
found himself on a two-on-one rush and set up Lundkvist for an easy tap-
in past goalie Ville Husso, clinching the victory. 

Detroit Red Wings defenseman Filip Hronek (17) defends against Dallas 
Stars defenseman Esa Lindell (23) during the first period. 

Detroit Red Wings defenseman Filip Hronek (17) defends against Dallas 
Stars defenseman Esa Lindell (23) during the first period.   

The Wings (13-8-6) finished 2-1-1 on the four-game trip, earning five of a 
possible eight points. Good, for sure, especially after an ugly loss 
Thursday in Florida, and a good effort against Dallas in all facets. 

But not getting that extra point Saturday stings. 

"(Saturday) was a good response from the Florida effort, it's a good team 
over there," Larkin told Bally Sports Detroit. "We got it to OT, and we 
have to manage the puck and get that extra point. The points are there 
and we haven't capitalized on them (in overtime). We need to manage it." 

Dallas (16-7-5) won for the 10th consecutive time over the Wings at 
American Airlines Center, and ninth of 11 meetings overall. 

But rebounding from Thursday's loss, and earning the five points on the 
trip, made for a respectable week. 

"Real good trip," said David Perron, who played in his 1,000th career 
game and scored a goal. "We didn't get the result (Saturday) but a good 
trip overall." 

The best story of the day was Perron scoring while playing in his 
milestone game. 

Perron, 34, scored his ninth goal with one minute left in the second 
period, tying the score 2-2. Ben Chiarot slapped a shot from the high slot 
that appeared to bounce off goaltender Jake Oettinger's blocker and 
Perron's stick, and into the net. 

"Just a lucky bounce," Perron said. "It kind of gave me more energy, 
because you deal with a lot of nerves and you have to manage it and 
calm yourself down. We competed good as a group, and five-on-five as a 
team, we were real good." 

Larkin opened in the Wings' scoring with his 11th goal, while goaltender 
Husso made 30 saves. 

"He's (Husso) been lights out," Larkin said. "It was a good goalie battle, 
we had several chances there in the first and Husso stood tall, especially 
on (the Stars') power play." 

Denis Gurianov and Jamie Benn (power play) had Dallas goals. 

Larkin opened the scoring with his 10th goal at 9:48 of the first period. 

Austin Czarnik skated up ice and found Larkin, jumping onto the ice 
trailing on the play, and Larkin snapped a shot past Oettinger for a 1-0 
Wings' lead. 
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Olkinuora’s pushing for the NHL; Griffins win two of three last week 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. - The Grand Rapids Griffins wrapped up their five-
game homestand on Wednesday, before making their way up to the 
northeast for a pair of inter-conference matchups last week. 

LOOKING FOR THE FINNISH LINE 

One of the new faces on the Griffins’ roster this season is one of the 
many faces between the pipes that is trying to make that step to the NHL. 

Jussi Olkinuora came to the Detroit Red Wings organization after 
spending the last six seasons in Europe. This is not his first trip through 
North America, though. The Helsinki, Finland native first made his 
presence known as a member of the Sioux Falls Stampede of the United 
States Hockey League before spending two seasons at the University of 
Denver. 

Olinkuora, who likes to jam out to Zara Larsson and Halsey sometimes to 
get hyped up for a game, made the jump to pro hockey in 2013, spending 
part of three seasons with the old St. John’s IceCaps, before returning to 
Finland. 

The former Manitoba Moose goaltender then hit it big last season while 
with Metallurg Magnitogorsk of the Kontinential Hockey League in 
Russia. Olkinuora posted a solid regular season with his club team, while 
also getting the opportunity to represent his country on the world stage. 
At the Beijing Olympics, he played in one game, and watched former 
Griffin goaltender Harri Sateri and company lead Finland to the country’s 
first Olympic gold. 

The following spring, he helped the Fins take down the mighty Canadians 
in the Gold Medal Game at the IIHF World Championships, helping the 
Finns to their fourth gold medal in the tournament’s history. 

After the season, Olkinuora, who looked up to the looks of Mikka 
Kiprusoff and Ed Belfour, decided that he wanted one more shot at the 
NHL. 

“Last season was probably the best year of my career so far,” Olkinuora 
stated last week. “and I thought I could ride that. The option of going 
back to the KHL was not for me. With the war that’s going on, can’t go 
back there. I felt like I still need to give it one more shot [at the NHL], 
because I know I can do it.” 

With the move, Olkinuora made it clear that his aspirations go beyond 
playing at the Van Andel Arena. 

“I came here to not just show that I can play a game in the NHL, but that I 
can have an impact. My goal isn’t to be a good American [Hockey] 
League goalie...the stars kind of need to align a little bit for that to 
happen.” 

So far, Olkinuora is 5-5-0 in 11 appearances with Griffins, posting a 3.90 
goals-against-average, and a .867 save percentage. 

“It’s a tough league, especially for a goalie. It’s still been a small sample 
size and we have a lot of games left. Both myself and the team hope we 
would have done better.” 

Contrary to his status when he first made the move to pro hockey nine 
years ago, the 31-year-old is one of the veterans on a young team, and 
has a different approach to the game than his first years in the AHL and 
ECHL. 

“I’m still young at heart,” he chuckled. “But I feel less stressed at the rink, 
it’s not the end of the world if I have a bad day at the office. I realize now 
that there is more to life than hockey and that keeps me energized to 
come in the next day.” 

SNAPPING THE SKID 

In their Wednesday night clash with the Iowa Wild, the AHL affiliate of the 
Minnesota Wild, the Griffins got started on the right foot with Albert 
Johansson scoring his first pro goal in North America minutes into the 
contest. The young Swedish defenseman was happy to get the monkey 
off of his back. 

“It was fun.” Johansson stated after the game. “I had a couple of chances 
in the games before, but was finally able to get the puck in the net.” 

While the Wild outplayed GR in the opening 20 minutes, the Griffins 
extended the lead early in the second period with a power play goal from 
Pontus Andreasson. Minutes later, Grand Rapids cashed in on the man 
advantage again, as Joel L’Esperance scored his sixth goal on the PP 
this season to put his team up by three. 

The net began to fill in the third period. The Wild finally got on the board, 
but that was quickly followed up by Steven Kampfer scoring for the 
second time this season just before the five-minute mark of the frame. 
After Iowa cut the lead to two once again, L’Esperance was able to 
redirect the puck just over the line to make it 5-2 GR. An empty-net goal 
from Kampfer capped off the night, as the Griffins snapped their three-
game losing skid with a 6-2 win. 

L’Esperance’s two-goal performance was his third multi-point game of 
the season. Alex Chiasson, who recently signed with the Griffs on a 
professional tryout, picked up a pair of assists in the win. Lukas Craggs, 
a recent call-up form the Toledo Walleye of the ECHL, also earned an 
assist. Magnus Hellberg earned his first win of the season, stopping 40 of 
the 42 shots he faced. 

After getting swept last weekend by the Texas Stars, head coach Ben 
Simon was happy to get back in the win column. 

“Obviously it’s a lot better than the alternative,” the fifth-year coach 
chuckled after the win. “We had two good days of practice, made a few 
corrections, and did a lot more things well tonight.” 

CLIPPING THE BIRDS 

The Griffins made their way up to the northeast on Friday, taking on the 
Springfield Thunderbirds, AHL affiliate of the St. Louis Blues, for the first 
time ever. 

GR fell behind in the opening minutes of the game, with Nikita 
Alexandrov striking first for the home side. Despite the early deficit, the 
Griffins controlled the play, and ended up outshooting the Thunderbirds 
33-22 by the end of the night. 

Grand Rapids finally broke through late in the third period, with Chiasson 
finding the back of the net for the first time as a Griffin. The game ended 
up needing overtime, and less than a minute into the extra frame, 
defenseman Jared McIsaac scored his second goal of the season to 
send the Griffins to a 2-1 win. 

RUN. IT.  . #GoGRG pic.twitter.com/Tos1po4QO6 

— Grand Rapids Griffins (@griffinshockey) December 10, 2022 

Hellberg earned his second-straight win in net, making 21 saves on the 
night, while Chiasson ended up with a two-point performance, assisting 
on McIsaac’s OT winner. 

PACKING IT IN 

The final game of the week was anything but ideal for the Griffins. Taking 
on the Hartford Wolf Pack, the top affiliate of the New York Rangers, 
Grand Rapids fell behind in the first period after Will Cuylle gave Hartford 
the 1-0 lead. The game was close heading into the third period, thanks to 
another effort from Hellberg. However, the flood gates opened in the final 
20 minutes, as the Wolf Pack scored thrice in the frame, including former 
Turner Elson finding the back of the net, ending GR’s short win streak at 
two games in a 4-0 loss. 

Despite the loss, Hellberg put together another solid effort in net, making 
41 saves in his fourth start since getting sent down to Grand Rapids on a 
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conditioning loan. The loss marks the first time since March 4 of last 
season the Griffins were shut out. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

The Griffins are now 10-12-1 on the season, currently sitting sixth in the 
Central Division. They return home next Friday to take on the Wolf Pack 
once again. Before Hartford arrives at Van Andel Arena, they have a 
Wednesday night matchup with the top team in the Central, the 
Milwaukee Admirals. 

After that, Grand Rapids will head down I-94 for their first meeting of the 
season against their longtime rivals in the Chicago Wolves, the current 
AHL affiliate of the Carolina Hurricanes. Chicago is coming off a 
weekend set against the Texas Stars, and will actually play the Stars 
again on home ice on Thursday before taking on the Griffs. Coming out 
of the weekend, the defending Calder Cup Champions are last in the 
Central with a 6-12-2 record, seven points behind GR. 
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Red Wings fall short to Stars in final seconds of OT, 3-2 

 

By The Associated Press 

 

DALLAS (AP) — Nils Lundkvist scored with 31 seconds left in overtime 
and the Dallas Stars beat the Detroit Red Wings 3-2 on Saturday. 

David Perron scored a goal for Detroit in his 1,000th career NHL game. 

The Stars won late in overtime for the second time in less than 48 hours. 
They had been been 0-5 in games past regulation before a 4-3 win over 
Ottawa on Thursday night, when Tyler Seguin scored with 29 seconds 
left in OT. 

Lundkvist got his third goal of the season for the game winner with a shot 
past Ville Husso, the Detroit goaltender who had 30 saves. It was Mason 
Marchment’s second assist of the game. 

Jake Oettinger got his 11th win of the season by stopping 24 shots. 

Both captains had go-ahead goals in the game. Dylan Larkin skated off 
the Red Wings bench to score for a 1-0 lead in the first period, and Jamie 
Benn had a power-play goal in the second that put Dallas up 2-1. 

Perron’s ninth goal this season, and 278th of his career, tied the game at 
2-2 with a minute left in the second period. He was able to use his stick 
to tip in Ben Chiarot’s 56-foot shot after a faceoff even while engaged 
with a defender at the edge of the net. 

Larkin scored on a slap shot from the top of the left circle. He was 
coming off the bench when he took a pass from Austin Czarnik, who 
started the Detroit rush after picking off the puck at the other end to stop 
an odd-man chance for the Stars. 

Dallas had just killed off a penalty when Denis Gurianov scored on a nifty 
pass from Marchment late in the first to even the score. 

Marchment went down in the corner with about five minutes left in the 
second after taking a stick to the face from Jake Walman, who got a 
double-minor penalty. The Stars capitalized on Benn’s 11th goal from 
between the circles after getting a pass from Jason Robertson. 

PERRON’s 1K 

Perron became the fourth player this season and 374th overall to reach 
1,000 career games. The 34-year-old Perron is in his 16th NHL season, 
his first with Detroit. The Quebec-born forward won a Stanley Cup title 
with St. Louis in 2019 and has 686 career points (278 goals, 408 assists). 

NOTES: Detroit earned points in three of its games during a four-game 
trip (2-1-1). ... Robertson’s 19th assist came after he went without a point 
the previous two games to end his Dallas Stars’ record 18-game points 
streak. ... Benn has 27 points (11 goals, 16 assists) while playing all 28 
games this season. 

UP NEXT 

Detroit is home against Carolina on Tuesday night. 

Dallas is at Pittsburgh on Monday night for the first of five consecutive 
road games in a span of eight days. 
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How to Watch the Detroit Red Wings vs. Dallas Stars - NHL (12/10/22) | 
Channel, Stream, Preview 

 

By Tyler Kuehl | tkuehl@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings are coming off a tough loss in their last game in 
Florida, and are hoping to end their brief run through the sun belt on a 
high note as they prepare to take on the Dallas Stars on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

Though they were able to pull out a win over the Tampa Bay Lightning 
earlier this week, the Red Wings were brought down to Earth on 
Thursday when they took on the Florida Panthers. Detroit was once 
again heavily outshot in the contest and was trailing 3-0 by the early 
stages of the second period. Jonatan Berggren put the Red Wings on the 
board with his fourth of the season, but the Panthers continued to pour it 
on, leading to a 5-1 win. 

The loss showed an eerie trend for the Red Wings. Like their previous 
meeting with Tampa, they were almost doubled up on shots on 
Thursday, as goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic was tasked with facing 41 
shots in the losing effort. If the Wings want to stay toward the top three of 
the Atlantic Division, they need more consistency on the back end. 

Consistency is something the Stars are looking for as we move through 
December. After a hot start, Dallas has cooled off as autumn turns its ear 
toward winter. They did pull out an overtime win on Thursday night 
against the lowly Ottawa Senators, but the Stars have only won 
consecutive games three times since the beginning of November, only 
winning five of their last 10 games. Yet, they are tied for the top spot in 
the Central Division, each seven points ahead of the third-place 
Minnesota Wild. 

In the two teams’ pair of matchups last season, the Stars won both 
games against the Wings, including a 5-2 win in Big D last November. 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Detroit Red Wings (13-8-5) vs. Dallas Stars (15-7-5) 

When: Saturday, December 10 

Time: 2 p.m. ET 

Where: American Airlines Center (Dallas, Texas) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit, NHL Network 

Stream: DirecTV Stream, FuboTV (Free trial) 
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Red Wings’ road trip shows the gap Detroit still needs to bridge 

 

By Max Bultman 

Dec 11, 2022 

 

You can bet there will be some mixed emotions on the Red Wings’ flight 
home Saturday, after wrapping up a week-long road trip against some of 
their toughest competition of the season. 

Detroit can take heart in a 2-1-1 trip that keeps them, for now, right 
around the fringe of the playoff race in the Eastern Conference. They got 
their best win of the season on this trip in Tampa, and after a dud of a 
performance in the following game against the Panthers, they clawed 
their way to a point in Dallas on Saturday too. That’s the good. 

But the Red Wings also return home knowing that they still only managed 
one win against the three likely playoff teams they faced on this trip — 
and, even in that one, the Lightning’s heavy third-period push (which 
included 30 shots on goal) previewed what the rest of the trip had in 
store: teams richer in both high-end talent and experience being able to 
dictate play against them when they really needed to. 

Even if you forget, for a moment, about the Panthers’ dominating 
performance on Thursday, the way Saturday’s game played out in Dallas 
told a story in itself. The Red Wings, as they’ve done more often than not 
this season, put their will on display with a strong first period — 
seemingly a response to a listless showing against Florida. They led 1-0 
on an early goal by Dylan Larkin, and even when Dallas clawed one back 
before the end of the frame, their play was largely where it needed to be 
for a shot at pulling a road upset. 

A Dylan Larkin snipe to start off your Saturday. #LGRW 
pic.twitter.com/1JtjmtCBO4 

— Detroit Red Wings (@DetroitRedWings) December 10, 2022 

As the game went on, though, Dallas started to tilt the ice. That was 
partly due to penalty trouble in the second period — leading directly to 
the Stars’ second goal of the game — but at five-on-five, too, the story 
was clear: Dallas generated 64 percent of the shot attempts, and 69 
percent of the expected goals over the final two frames, driven by a 
particularly lopsided third period. 

There were positives for the Red Wings, no doubt — including David 
Perron’s game-tying goal in what was game No. 1,000 for the veteran 
winger. But in the end, even in a game that went to overtime, Dallas 
deserved to win, and they found a way to do it, 3-2, after an overtime 
turnover by a fatigued Larkin. 

WHAT A GAME WINNER FROM MUSH AND NILS! 

 : @BallySportsSW | #TexasHockey pic.twitter.com/FakzDfFFfK 

— Dallas Stars (@DallasStars) December 10, 2022 

The story of the road trip — and really the entire month of December — 
for these Red Wings has been finding out whether Detroit is ready to 
start winning games like these. They did so on Tuesday, but then 
Thursday saw them boat raced by a deeper, better team and Saturday 
saw them play another one close … only to come up short in the end. 

Their 13-8-6 record, which currently has them one point out of a playoff 
spot with two games in hand, has been a positive surprise through 27 
games. But against teams that made the playoffs last season, they are 5-
6-2. 

That mark is still better than expectations, frankly, for a team that hasn’t 
made the playoffs in six seasons and wasn’t expected to seriously 
threaten the postseason this year either. Detroit’s offseason acquisitions 
— players like Perron and netminder Ville Husso — have done a great 

job propelling them to stolen points like Saturday. And those points have 
added up. 

That has made it at least a fair question when those expectations might 
change. And the obvious answer has been: when they can keep it up 
against top-tier opponents. 

They’ve started with mixed results — both on this trip and in home losses 
to Toronto and Vegas — and more of those tests are looming. Detroit 
returns home for a Tuesday game against an always-tough Hurricanes 
team, then will fly to Minnesota to face the Wild the next night. Before the 
month’s end, they’ll see the Lightning again, and the Penguins. 

The fact none of those games sounds as un-winnable as they would 
have in the past four seasons does say something about the shifting 
feeling around the franchise. But all of those teams still possess the kind 
of high-end differentiators Detroit is still trying to develop beyond Larkin. 

While the Red Wings’ bottom-out did not deliver any top-three picks to 
the franchise, Detroit got that caliber of talent out of those drafts anyway 
in Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond. They are the team’s future pillars, 
even though both have faced more adversity as NHL sophomores than 
they did in their dazzling rookie seasons. On some nights, and some 
shifts, it’s there. And on others, the inexperience shows. 

In that way, they’re a lot like the Red Wings as a whole. 

Detroit’s reality is still that it will be fighting uphill most nights against 
these top-flight teams. That’s why Derek Lalonde has pumped the breaks 
publicly on his team’s start at seemingly every opportunity — praising his 
players and their will, but pointing out Detroit’s underlying numbers have 
also had warning signs. 

What was interesting, though, was hearing his first words after 
Saturday’s game in an interview with Detroit’s Bally Sports broadcast. He 
began by talking about the big picture, and how at 2-1-1 Detroit “won” the 
road trip despite playing some top teams in their own buildings. 

But then he threw something else in. 

“You’d hope, with this group, the way they competed today, they’ll start 
wanting a little bit more,” Lalonde said on the broadcast. “And our first 
opportunity’s going to be on Tuesday.” 

Whether that’s a simple challenge from the coach, or a hint at rising 
expectations, it speaks to the importance of games like the one on 
Saturday. Playing the league’s top teams close is one thing, but if the 
Red Wings want to think about the playoffs, they’ll have to beat them. 

The gap between that, and where they are, looks narrower than at any 
point in the last five seasons. But they still have to bridge it. 
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Kraken defenseman Jamie Oleksiak suspended three games for hit on 
Capitals’ Alexander Alexeyev 

 

Dec. 10, 2022 at 2:58 pm Updated Dec. 10, 2022 at 4:05 PM 

By Geoff Baker 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Kraken defenseman Jamie Oleksiak will miss the rest 
of the team’s road trip after being handed a three-game suspension 
without pay for a head shot delivered in Friday night’s loss to the 
Washington Capitals. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety ruled that Oleksiak violated two 
elements of the league’s illegal check to the head rule when he leveled 
Washington Capitals defenseman Alexander Alexeyev behind the 
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Kraken’s net. It said the principal contact was made with Alexeyev’s head 
and that Oleksiak did not take a route that could have dealt a blow to his 
torso instead.  

It was the second time since October that Oleksiak was flagged for a 
check to the head, which possibly added to the severity of the 
suspension he now faces. The suspension will cost Oleksiak $74,594.58 
in salary, and the Kraken will be left to play the remainder of this road trip 
without him starting Sunday against the Florida Panthers and continuing 
for games Tuesday at Tampa Bay and Thursday at Carolina.  

The Kraken, who’ve lost three straight games, were locked in a 1-1 tie 
with the Capitals when Oleksiak delivered the blow midway through the 
second period. Alexeyev, who’d just notched his first NHL point on a 
secondary assist a few minutes prior, lay on the ice for a substantial 
period before leaving with an upper-body injury and not returning.  

The Capitals had provided no further updates on his injury as of Saturday 
afternoon.  

Oleksiak was assessed a five-minute match penalty on the play. The 
Kraken killed off the first three-plus minutes of the penalty before Marcus 
Johansson scored a power-play goal that put the Capitals ahead to stay 
in an eventual 4-1 win.  

In October, Oleksiak was penalized two minutes for an illegal check to 
the head on Blake Lizotte of the Los Angeles Kings. But the play was 
ruled incidental, allowing him to avoid a major penalty and any further 
discipline at the time.  

The Kraken will likely insert Cale Fleury into the lineup for Sunday night’s 
game here against the Panthers and could recall an extra defenseman 
from the AHL in Oleksiak’s absence. 
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Stars second straight OT win shows dominance is no mirage 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

5-6 minutes 12/10/2022 

 

Suddenly, the Stars are at home in overtime. 

With a 3-2 overtime win over the Red Wings on Saturday afternoon at 
American Airlines Center, the Stars notched their second straight 
overtime victory after losing their first five such games this season. Nils 
Lundkvist scored the game-winning goal with 30.6 seconds remaining in 
overtime to lift Dallas. 

Mason Marchment had two primary assists for the Stars, as Denis 
Gurianov snapped a 10-game goal drought and Jamie Benn scored a 
power-play goal. That broke an 0 for 15 spell by the Dallas power play. 

Jake Oettinger made 24 saves to win his second straight start for the first 
time since October. 

“We didn’t have many passengers tonight,” coach Pete DeBoer said. “I 
thought everyone showed up and played hard.” 

Dylan Larkin and David Perron (in his 1,000th NHL game) scored for 
Detroit. 

The Stars went the first 26 games without a one-goal win. Thursday’s 
overtime win over the Senators was the first, followed by Saturday’s win. 

After a Larkin turnover in the neutral zone, Lundkvist deposited a 
Marchment feed between Ville Husso’s legs. It is the first time in his 
career that Lundkvist has scored in back-to-back games. 

“I try to do my best and perform out there,” Lundkvist said. “If the 
coaches trust me in 3 on 3, I’m happy to play. I think it’s a lot of fun, it’s 
creating more space and happy to score a goal.” 

The overtime period itself was a bore. 

There were only two shots on goal in the 4 1/2 minutes of action, 
including Lundkvist’s winner. When the Red Wings won the opening 
faceoff of overtime, they kept Benn and Miro Heiskanen on the ice for a 
2:36 shift but did little to threaten to score. Multiple times, players exited 
the offensive zone to maintain possession and search for a better scoring 
opportunity. 

“I think overtime’s changed as the years have gone on,” Oettinger said. “I 
think teams more are focused on possession, and you try to strike when 
you get your chance. We were patient, and then we got our chance and 
finished it. … It’s not as fun, especially for fans, too. I watched Colorado 
and New York last night and no one was shooting or anything. Like, take 
a chance, maybe. It’s smart, and hopefully we can just keep getting those 
wins in overtime.” 

As the Stars’ overtime record begins to normalize, it’s another sign that 
you can believe in them. 

Last season, the Stars almost reached 100 points based on a superb 
overtime record. The year before, they missed the playoffs because of a 
putrid overtime record. The variance and randomness of hockey overtime 
dictated that the truth was somewhere between. 

This season, there’s no such guessing where the Stars belong in the 
standings. 

Dallas entered Saturday with the best regulation record in the Western 
Conference, an encouraging sign even with the postseason four months 
away. It survived a dip in goaltending and defensive structure. It built its 
record with a bevy of blowout wins instead of nail-biting losses. 

Now, it owns back-to-back overtime wins and is 2-5 in games beyond 
regulation. 

“I just think it’s a confidence thing,” DeBoer said. “I don’t have an answer. 
We haven’t practiced it more, we haven’t spent time on video on it. We 
needed to win one and feel good about it. That carried over into tonight.” 

For Lundkvist, Saturday’s winner is another step forward since re-
entering the lineup. 

He was a healthy scratch for three games and came back into the lineup 
on the top pairing with Heiskanen. He scored the game-tying goal against 
the Senators and beat the Red Wings. There are flashes of his offensive 
confidence, and the Stars coaching staff has fed him overtime minutes. 

“We don’t hide anybody,” DeBoer said. “We’re not looking at age or birth 
certificates. If you’re in the lineup, then we’re going to trust that we can 
put you out there.” 

Oettinger said Lundkvist reminded him of former Stars defenseman John 
Klingberg. 

“Both just super gifted offensively, and he can move it as well as anyone 
on the blue line,” Oettinger said. “He’s got a great future ahead of him 
and happy he’s on our team.” 

Briefly: Heiskanen remains a stalwart in overtime this season for the 
Stars. He played 3:13 on Saturday, running his total to 15:40 on the 
season. Dallas has played only 27:03 in overtime. 

The Stars used the same lineup again, meaning Joel Hanley was a 
healthy scratch. 

 

Dallas Morning News LOADED: 12.11.2022 
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Fifty goals for Connor McDavid? Seventy for Auston Matthews?? A 
playoff team in Ottawa??? 

Heading into the 2022-23 NHL season, The Athletic asked its hockey 
staff for bold predictions, and two months later, some are holding up 
better than others. 

Here’s a progress report on each prediction provided by the writer who 
made it, from those who need a mulligan to those already taking a victory 
lap. 

Anaheim Ducks 

Preseason bold prediction: Mason McTavish will win the Calder Trophy 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: McTavish has an uphill battle with Seattle center Matty Beniers 
and Vegas goalie Logan Thompson moving out front early. And it is a 
pretty good class, with several other Calder candidates around the 
league. But the 19-year-old is still in the conversation and is coming on 
as Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins has him at his natural center position 
and is giving him additional responsibility and ice time. He has 14 points 
and is carrying a spot on the top power-play unit. He’s driving the team’s 
third line and could lock that spot down with Isac Lundestrom injured. 
More time playing with the Ducks’ skill players could boost him up the 
rookie scoring list. — Eric Stephens 

Dropping a #NHLDucks Mailbag here. I had answers to your questions. 
You might like them. You might not like them.https://t.co/BNfwlrjLdK 

— Eric Stephens (@icemancometh) December 9, 2022 

Arizona Coyotes 

Preseason bold prediction: Connor Ingram will be the starter in goal by 
Christmas 

Outlook two months in: Not gonna happen 

Analysis: This may be the biggest miss on the board. Ingram has been 
OK in limited appearances, but they’ve been limited because Karel 
Vejmelka has been flat-out brilliant from the start of the season until now. 
Talent-wise, Arizona is outmatched most nights, but on the nights they’re 
in a game, it’s usually because Vejmelka is making one acrobatic, 
highlight-reel save after another. He’s been the team MVP by a 
considerable margin. — Eric Duhatschek 

Boston Bruins 

Preseason bold prediction: David Pastrnak will re-sign for $11 million 
annually 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: If anything, $11 million annually may be on the short end of 
what Pastrnak deserves. The 26-year-old has taken another step in his 

growth. He is faster, stronger, quicker and more comfortable with his 
playmaking — all while finishing at his usual pace. — Fluto Shinzawa 

No grade inflation here: High marks are the standard with the 19-3-0 
Bruins. https://t.co/gaBhAxDRN5 

— Fluto Shinzawa (@FlutoShinzawa) December 2, 2022 

Buffalo Sabres 

Preseason bold prediction: Jack Quinn will score 20 goals 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: At the beginning of the season, this was looking dicey. Before 
Nov. 23, Quinn had just one goal, had been rotated out of the lineup a 
few times and had dealt with a brief injury. That night, he scored two 
goals against the Blues, and things seemed to click into place. He has 
five goals (and nine points) in his past eight games and a total of six (and 
16) on the season. Playing on a surging line with Dylan Cozens and JJ 
Peterka gives him a real shot at hitting 20 goals. That bold prediction 
might even have turned into a modest one at this point. — Matthew 
Fairburn 

“I’ve had a good feeling with them for about three weeks now,” Don 
Granato said. 

Adding Jack Quinn to the Dylan Cozens-JJ Peterka duo has boosted all 
of their production. Sunday’s win against the Sharks was just the latest 
example. 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/tur17gGI4L 

— Matthew Fairburn (@MatthewFairburn) December 5, 2022 

Calgary Flames 

Preseason bold prediction: Dillon Dube will score 30 goals for the first 
time 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time … 

Analysis: The good news for Dube is that he’s actually hitting the 
scoresheet lately, with four goals and seven points in his past 10 games. 
But his pace is still well short of the audacious mark we set for him at the 
beginning of the season. If our prediction is to come to fruition, he 
certainly cannot go on another 16-game goal-less drought. — Julian 
McKenzie and Hailey Salvian 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Preseason bold prediction: Jesperi Kotkaniemi will outscore Vincent 
Trocheck 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: The idea that Kotkaniemi could outscore Trocheck wasn’t all 
that far-fetched. Yes, Trocheck was going to get power-play points on the 
Rangers’ lethal unit, and he has (five goals and five assists in 29 games). 
But I also expected him to struggle at even strength, and that has 
happened too (four goals and four assists). The surprise is how little 
Kotkaniemi has produced. He’s managed just five points through 26 
games and is close to losing his grip on the No. 2 center job. He could 
catch Trocheck, but it now seems very unlikely. — Cory Lavalette 

My latest for @TheAthleticNHL: Evaluating each of the Hurricanes’ 
players a quarter of the way through the season. https://t.co/TilvyOx6OI 

— Cory Lavalette (@corylav) December 1, 2022 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Preseason bold prediction: Jonathan Toews will get traded, and Patrick 
Kane won’t 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 
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Analysis: We all knew it was going to be pretty bleak in Chicago this 
season, but until you really get waist-deep into an utterly meaningless 
regular season with a team that’s designed to fail, you don’t really know 
how bleak it’s going to get. We know now. And you know what? It’s really 
bleak! And even if Connor Bedard walks through that door next fall, the 
Blackhawks will be years away from true contention. I think that reality is 
hitting Patrick Kane, freshly turned 34 years old, as hard as anybody. 
And while I still believe he *wants* to stay in Chicago, I no longer think 
it’s realistic that he will. — Mark Lazerus 

Based on my reporting and my decade of covering him, I’ve believed for 
months now — against popular opinion — that Patrick Kane was looking 
for a reason to stay, to re-sign, to be a Blackhawk for life. 

But I no longer believe he'll find it. 

Column: https://t.co/OBoRNEz7Cu 

— Mark Lazerus (@MarkLazerus) November 28, 2022 

Colorado Avalanche 

Preseason bold prediction: Four Avs defensemen will score double-digit 
goals 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: Devon Toews (13 goals last season) and Samuel Girard (five) 
have only one goal apiece. Josh Manson (six last season) and Bowen 
Byram (five) have only two each — and are both hurt. Erik Johnson 
(eight last season) had yet to score in 2022-23. Cale Makar (28 goals in 
2021-22 and six in 2022-23), will get there, of course, but the others are 
a ways away. Perhaps one other makes it to 10, but four is a long shot. 
— Peter Baugh 

“I don’t think anyone in the world has the same potential as Makar. That’s 
just reality.” 

Cale Makar had a historic 2022, and he’s @TheAthletic’s NHL Person of 
the Year. https://t.co/lOdhatkx3H 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) December 6, 2022 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Preseason bold prediction: They will have a top-10 power play 

Outlook two months in: Not gonna happen 

Analysis: Not only are the Blue Jackets not sniffing the NHL’s top 10 in 
power plays, but they’re bringing up the rear (32nd), at 12.5 percent after 
going 0-for-7 Friday. I’m asking for a mulligan here, though, because this 
team has lost to injury not only top defenseman and power-play point 
man Zach Werenski but also the next three players (Adam Boqvist, Jake 
Bean and Nick Blankenburg), too. Newcomer Johnny Gaudreau has yet 
to score on the man advantage. It can only go up from here, but no way 
will they reach the top 10. — Aaron Portzline 

The Athletic: Blue Jackets’ brass say Wednesday’s meltdown vs. Buffalo 
was “embarrassing,” but won’t allow it to be a “panic situation.”#CBJ back 
in action tonight vs. Calgary. https://t.co/Sj1DRfqL4b 
pic.twitter.com/xKqzkrrRfd 

— Aaron Portzline (@Aportzline) December 9, 2022 

Dallas Stars 

Preseason bold prediction: Miro Heiskanen will double his career high in 
points 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Heiskanen’s career-high in points is 36, so double that would 
be 72. And fresh off a two-goal performance Thursday, he currently has 
21 points in 24 games, which puts his 82-game pace at … 72 points. He 
has missed three games, though, so he’ll have to make up for those, but 

Pete DeBoer’s system and the elevation to the top power-play unit have 
served Heiskanen well. — Saad Yousuf 

Detroit Red Wings 

Preseason bold prediction: They will have five 20-goal scorers 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time … 

Analysis: There’s a good chance they get to four, with Dylan Larkin, 
Dominik Kubalik, David Perron and Lucas Raymond all on pace, but 
losing Tyler Bertuzzi and Jakub Vrana for extended periods of time has 
this one teetering on the verge of being a long shot just two months in. 
After those top four, Detroit’s next highest goal-scorer is defenseman 
Filip Hronek with six, and it’s tough to see him managing 20 from the 
back end. Maybe Andrew Copp or Michael Rasmussen can get on a 
heater, but if not, the best chance would be in Bertuzzi (or perhaps 
Vrana) catching lightning in a bottle in a dramatically shortened schedule 
upon his return. — Max Bultman 

Lot of good questions in this week's Red Wings mailbag, including what's 
different about this year's Red Wings, Derek Lalonde's impact, some big-
picture front office questions and more:https://t.co/AsOrxIdbBR 

— Max Bultman (@m_bultman) December 8, 2022 

Edmonton Oilers 

Preseason bold prediction: Connor McDavid will score 50 goals 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: I thought this was a bold prediction, given McDavid’s career 
high was 44 goals and he was expected to have noted goal-scorer 
Evander Kane on his wing most of the season. Well, McDavid has scored 
at will and Kane is out with a long-term injury. At this point, with McDavid 
at 25 goals in 28 games, unless something goes off the rails, McDavid is 
a lock to hit the half-century mark for the first time. — Daniel Nugent-
Bowman 

Florida Panthers 

Preseason bold prediction: Sergei Bobrovsky will lose his job 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: We might’ve already watched it happen. Spencer Knight has 
been the Panthers’ goaltender of record 15 times compared to 
Bobrovsky’s 12. Since Nov. 1, Knight has more appearances by a 12-7 
margin. The reasoning seems simple enough; the younger goalie has 
been better. On the season, he has Bobrovsky beat in save percentage 
(.919 to .884) and goals saved above expected (4.05 to minus-5.89). In 
other words, Bobrovsky’s contract ($10 million average annual value 
through 2026) isn’t changing, and Florida doesn’t seem to be falling for 
the sunk-cost fallacy. — Sean Gentille 

Los Angeles Kings 

Preseason bold prediction: Kevin Fiala will have a career-high point total 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: The Kings brought Fiala in to inject more offense and dynamic 
play into their attack, and the 26-year-old hasn’t disappointed in that 
regard. He has 30 points in 29 games, so it’s not hard to imagine him 
surpassing last season’s 85-point breakout. One can argue that the 
team’s search for more offensive production has chipped away at their 
structured, defense-first philosophy, but this is about Fiala and what he 
does best. A sustained scoring burst would propel him to a possible 90-
point season, but he hasn’t gone more than three games without a point 
and has helped the Kings build a functioning, perhaps even dangerous, 
power play. — Eric Stephens 

Minnesota Wild 

Preseason bold prediction: They will get past the first round 
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Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: What? You’re losing confidence (if you ever really had any) that 
the Wild will advance past the first round for only the third time in 20 
years and first time in eight? They’ve been a bubble playoff team so far 
this season — up and down and lately unable to hold onto a lead — but 
there’s plenty of time to steady the ship. They do badly need to acquire 
some sort of skilled forward to play with Matt Boldy if this ticket is going 
to pay out, though. — Michael Russo 

Russo and Smith: From trade targets to playoff potential, 6 burning 
questions about the Wild 

ICYMI: from @JoeSmithNHL and me 

AND FYI: Joe has the #mnwild the rest of the week starting at today’s 
practice in Calgary, so follow him for updates https://t.co/Tfo8mlZMcW 

— Michael Russo (@RussoHockey) December 6, 2022 

Montreal Canadiens 

Preseason bold prediction: Kaiden Guhle will finish in the top five in 
Calder voting 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Guhle is 15th in NHL rookie scoring but third among rookie 
defensemen and third among all rookies in average ice time. But more 
important has been his usage, consistently playing against opposing top 
lines, getting regular time on the penalty kill and, as of late, playing on 
the right side for the first time in his life. Again, the prediction here is not 
for him to win the Calder but to finish top-five. An argument can still 
easily be made he should be in that mix. — Arpon Basu 

On Kaiden Guhle and his return home as not just an NHL player, but a 
trusted one: https://t.co/RS0LpOQnNy 

— Arpon Basu (@ArponBasu) December 3, 2022 

Nashville Predators 

Preseason bold prediction: Juuse Saros will win the Vezina 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time … 

Analysis: Saros has not been good. With a .905 save percentage and 
3.05 goals-against average, he doesn’t rank in the top 30 in either 
category, but the Preds have not been very good in front of him, either. 
So far he just has not provided the expected level of bailout. He still has 
time to go on a tear, though, and he has had some very strong finishes to 
seasons. It would have to be one whale of a tear, of course. — Joe 
Rexrode 

New Jersey Devils 

Preseason bold prediction: Jack Hughes will be the top scorer in the 
Metro 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: OK, Hughes isn’t leading the Metropolitan Division in scoring — 
that’s Sidney Crosby, with 35 points, while Hughes is third at 33. That’s 
still impressive, though. Hughes is building on his breakout season and 
showing his star power. The pivot is fantastic in transition and at moving 
the puck, and there has been more emphasis on his shot creation and 
goal-scoring this season. That’s going to keep him high in the scoring 
race in the Metro, and it’s absolutely plausible that this prediction 
happens. — Shayna Goldman 

New York Islanders 

Preseason bold prediction: Ilya Sorokin will be a Vezina finalist 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: If the season ended today, Ilya Sorokin would be a surefire 
finalist and might even be the frontrunner to win the award. The 

Islanders’ No. 1 goalie has taken his game to a new level this season, 
and without him, the team would almost certainly not be in playoff 
position. Along with a rejuvenated Semyon Varlamov, Sorokin helps form 
arguably the best goalie tandem in the league, so he shouldn’t be overly 
taxed as the months go by — allowing him to stay sharp. — Kevin Kurz 

Are the Islanders’ underlying numbers a cause for concern? 

From #PHWA member @KKurzNHL https://t.co/p3KxwG2M6g 

— PHWA (@ThePHWA) December 3, 2022 

New York Rangers 

Preseason bold prediction: They will win the Metro 

Outlook two months in: Not gonna happen 

Analysis: Maybe a nice 15-game winning streak would get this prediction 
back on track, but barring that — and a complete meltdown by the Devils 
— the Rangers have already kissed a division title goodbye. Sitting 
outside the East playoff picture right now, they have their sights on just 
getting in. — Arthur Staple 

Ottawa Senators 

Preseason bold prediction: They will make the playoffs 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: I’m glad we are qualifying these as “bold predictions” from the 
preseason, because this one looks pretty foolish on my part right now. I 
figured Ottawa would get into the 85-to-90 point range and possibly flirt 
with a playoff spot. Everything would have had to go right in order for the 
Senators to actually qualify for the postseason, but given the immaculate 
summer vibes, I think a lot of us figured there was a chance it could 
happen. So far, though, we’ve watched everything go wrong for the 
Sens. They’ve been plagued by inconsistent play, which has made the 
playoffs a distant thought. We’re almost at the point where the Sens 
would need another Hamburglar run to qualify. — Ian Mendes 

The Sens took their fans on an emotional roller coaster last night in 
Dallas. 

It was a game featuring equal parts optimism and hopelessness. 

They showed resilience, but ultimately came up just short. 

And it felt like a perfect microcosm for this season. 
https://t.co/zBx9a38h2P 

— Ian Mendes (@ian_mendes) December 9, 2022 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Preseason bold prediction: They will trade a recognizable veteran on a 
long-term contract 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: John Tortorella certainly hasn’t shied away from public criticism 
of veterans on long-term contracts, pushing Kevin Hayes (three years 
remaining at $7.14 million average annual value) on a daily basis, 
scratching Rasmus Ristolainen (four years at $5.1 million) and appearing 
relatively unimpressed so far with Travis Sanheim (eight years at $6.25 
million). A potential front-office shakeup — Chuck Fletcher doesn’t have 
the most job security at the moment — could result in big roster moves 
waiting until the offseason, and there’s still time for key vets to turn 
themselves into Torts favorites. But let’s just say this isn’t off the table. — 
Charlie O’Connor 

Kevin Hayes is healthy once more and off to the best offensive start of 
his nine-year NHL career. 

So why is John Tortorella still pushing & prodding him, even to the point 
where he's moved him to wing? 
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My look at the relationship between player & 
coach:https://t.co/LWcuHaZJY3 

— Charlie O'Connor (@charlieo_conn) December 7, 2022 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Preseason bold prediction: They will win the East 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time … 

Analysis: The Penguins look like a safe bet to make the playoffs, as they 
always do. And given how great Sidney Crosby has looked this season, 
counting them out would be foolish. But, as things currently stand, the 
Bruins and the Devils (really!) are in a class of their own in the East. The 
Penguins are a legitimate dark horse, though. One thing in their favor is 
how unusually healthy they’ve been. Tristan Jarry is quietly beginning to 
play very well, also. — Josh Yohe 

San Jose Sharks 

Preseason bold prediction: They will have a top-five pick in the 2023 draft 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: The Sharks are currently in the bottom five of the league 
standings, with eight wins in their first 29 games. That said, the 
underlying numbers suggest they should be a little bit better than this, 
and at times they have looked like a better team. The big question: Will 
that eventually lead to better results? Or will a combination of mental 
strain from losing games they should win and potential trades cause 
them to play more like a bottom-five club? — Corey Masisak 

Part two of what could be next for Timo Meier and the Sharks … 

Which teams could be near the front of the line if he ends up on the trade 
market? Which are potential wild cards? https://t.co/PccUm2pv5B 

— Corey Masisak (@cmasisak22) December 9, 2022 

Seattle Kraken 

Preseason bold prediction: They will be Western Conference disruptors 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: With a 15-8-3 record that has them in second place in the 
Pacific Division, it’s very safe to call the Kraken disrupters. Offseason 
additions, developing stars and better health in the forward group are all 
contributing to the team’s start, along with some surprisingly good 
goaltending. The question remains if they’ll maintain this playoff spot, but 
they’re proving what we predicted: This team isn’t a pushover and is 
taking away key points from opponents. That’s challenging teams most of 
us would have expected to be in the playoff picture at this point. — 
Shayna Goldman 

Absolutely huge day for people who only ever CTRL+F their own team 
before heading straight to comment section. Better than Christmas, 
honestly. https://t.co/8zC87cbKle 

— Down Goes Brown (@DownGoesBrown) December 9, 2022 

St. Louis Blues 

Preseason bold prediction: They will re-sign Vladimir Tarasenko 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: It’s not going to happen, but as a veteran writer, I’ve learned to 
leave myself some wiggle room. Barring some unforeseen reason why 
the Blues-Tarasenko marriage would continue, it looks very likely that the 
fifth-highest scorer in franchise history will be dealt at the NHL trade 
deadline or will head to free agency after 11 years with the organization. 
His production is down from his career-high 82 points in 2021-22, and 
with this season showing the Blues’ roster needs to be revamped, it feels 
necessary to move. — Jeremy Rutherford 

“It just gets frustrating over a period of time where it’s the same thing that 
you’re seeing and you expect things to be different. I’m not here to waste 
my f—ing time every game. It’s the NHL. Let’s go!” – Jordan Binnington 
to @TheAthletic 

  https://t.co/pZteLkNHZl 

— Jeremy Rutherford (@jprutherford) December 8, 2022 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Preseason bold prediction: Steven Stamkos will score 50 goals 

Outlook two months in: So far, not so good, but there’s time … 

Analysis: Stamkos has had some special moments this season, from 
racking up his 1,000th career point to chasing his 500th goal, which he is 
five away from. My prediction of 50 goals, though, would mean he has to 
go on a tear at some point, as he’s got only 14 in his first 26 games (44-
goal 82-game pace). It’s possible, of course, and I wouldn’t put it past 
Stamkos, as he’s one of the greatest goal-scorers of his generation. 
Check back on this bold prediction in another 25 games. — Joe Smith 

“I’m just more proud of the fact that I probably proved a lot of people 
wrong” 

How @RealStamkos91 evolved into a complete player – and champion. 
Our deep dive on @TBLightning captain, who overcame doubters from 
inside and outside. With @hayyyshayyy https://t.co/TshAqyQp8d 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithNHL) November 9, 2022 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Preseason bold prediction: Auston Matthews will sniff 70 goals 

Outlook two months in: It’s a long shot 

Analysis: I have no regrets! Matthews earned a bold prediction like that. It 
looked very much like he was ready to enter that rare, rare airspace. It 
wasn’t just last season, when he scored at a 67-goal pace, but the 
season before that, when he scored at a 65-goal pace. Matthews hasn’t 
been nearly as electric this season, though. His five-on-five scoring, 
especially, took a while to get going. That was partly rotten luck and 
partly Matthews just looking like he was slightly off his game. He’s 
starting to heat up though, with five goals in his past six games. And 
while 70 is out of the question, I still wouldn’t count out something in the 
high 50s. Remember, Matthews buried 51 (!) in a 50-game stretch last 
season. When this guy gets rolling, watch out! — Jonas Siegel 

Mitch Marner in Beast Mode, goalie walls, D stepping up, a stingy PK, 
and more: The 9 biggest reasons for the Leafs’ five-week heater: 
https://t.co/wdehKBr2k7 

— Jonas Siegel (@jonassiegel) December 9, 2022 

Vancouver Canucks 

Preseason bold prediction: Elias Pettersson will hit 40 goals 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Pettersson has 13 goals in 27 games, so he’s on pace for 40 
(or 39.5, but surely we can round up) over 82 games. That he’s 
producing goals at this clip with strong underlying numbers and very few 
power-play goals bodes well for this bold prediction paying off. — 
Thomas Drance 

Rumblings on the Canucks and 3 other teams that need to start finding 
answers soon. My latest: 

via @TheAthletic https://t.co/Oj4dhp7Hz4 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) December 5, 2022 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Preseason bold prediction: Jack Eichel will reach 100 points 
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Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: Eichel has been Vegas’ best player, his overall game currently 
rating among the best in the league by Evolving-Hockey’s Goals Above 
Replacement metric, which accounts for defensive impact. But with 29 
points in 27 games, his current 82-game pace is 88 points — and while 
reaching 100 points is still certainly on the table, health may be the 
biggest hurdle. Eichel missed two games this week with a lower-body 
injury. He returned Friday but was scoreless, and every game missed 
makes it less likely he reaches that lofty total. — Jesse Granger 

This summer Bruce Cassidy challenged Jack Eichel to take his game to 
another level. 

Eichel answered the challenge. 

Not only is he producing more than a point per game, he’s been one of 
the best defensive forwards in the NHL. 

On @TheAthleticNHL–https://t.co/HDygAWHREO 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) November 28, 2022 

Washington Capitals 

Preseason bold prediction: Nicklas Backstrom will return to the lineup 

Outlook two months in: It looks like a sure bet 

Analysis: Two months ago, neither the Capitals nor Nicklas Backstrom 
could say with any certainty that the 35-year-old would play another NHL 
game. Fast forward to Friday, and Backstrom was on the ice with his 
teammates for the morning skate ahead of a night game against Seattle. 
Backstrom was not cleared to play; indeed, there are still several steps 
that must be completed. But he skated with vigor, passed the puck with 
purpose and shot to score just like everyone else. The team and player 
will remain cautious as Backstrom ramps up, but the resumption of his 
career now seems like a question of “when?” and no longer “if?” — Tarik 
El-Bashir 

Winnipeg Jets 

Preseason bold prediction: Cole Perfetti will be a Calder Trophy finalist 

Outlook two months in: Definitely still in play 

Analysis: The preseason hype was all about Matty Beniers and Owen 
Power, so I liked the boldness in choosing Cole Perfetti as a finalist. 
Perfetti’s situation was (and still is) in his favor: top-six role, good 
linemates and a non-zero amount of power play time to go with it. He’s 
made good on the opportunity the Jets have provided to him, scoring 18 
points in 26 games — good for third in rookie scoring — and is showing 
enough commitment to 200-foot hockey to be trusted to protect leads late 
in games. Perfetti isn’t the out-and-out Calder Trophy front-runner, but if 
he’s not on your long list, you’re missing an excellent performance from 
the 20-year-old Jets forward. — Murat Ates 

Cole Perfetti is on fire, leading the Jets in shots, scoring chances, and 
passes to Blake Wheeler which make you say "Whoa." 

Here's how Rick Bowness communicated with the young lion to make it 
happen, plus some long term thinking about what it all 
means:https://t.co/kdUyqtK89R 

— Murat Ates (@WPGMurat) December 2, 2022 
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NHL99: Bernie Parent elevated the Flyers franchise in goal — and in a 
famous photo 

 

Kevin Kurz 

10/12/2022 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

For a brief moment in time, his was the face of the NHL — even if the 
only part that was visible was a pair of deep brown eyes, with a gaze 
fixed directly and ardently into the camera. 

When Bernie Parent appeared on the cover of the Feb. 24, 1975, issue 
of Time Magazine, it was a monumental moment for the NHL. At the 
time, Sports Illustrated was the big dog in the sports world when it came 
to magazine covers — and Parent’s teammate, Bobby Clarke, appeared 
on that cover the previous May, when the Flyers were deep into their run 
toward a first-ever Stanley Cup championship by an expansion team. 

Time, though, was much more mainstream and inclusive. With a 
circulation of more than four million, it was among the biggest 
publications in North America. Other cover subjects that year included 
Patty Hearst, Anwar Sadat and “Rock’s New Sensation,” Bruce 
Springsteen. It also selected Parent, who was in the middle of a second 
consecutive magnificent season that would conclude with another 
Stanley Cup championship, as a cover model — although the main 
character of the shot by well-known photographer Ken Regan was the 
weathered fiberglass goalie mask featuring three Flyers logos, one of 
which, at the top, had been rubbed off nearly in its entirety. 

The logos were there, though, in plain view. Joe Kadlec was the team’s 
chief public relations representative then and can easily recall how 
important that moment was to the organization. The image is now the 
property of the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery. 

“It was major league being on the cover,” Kadlec said. “That put us over 
the top. … One of the highlights of the franchise.” 

Bill Barber, the Flyers’ Hall of Fame winger who was a part of both 
Stanley Cup teams backstopped by Parent, said: “Back in the day, it was 
a big honor. We all knew that, but not to the effect that it would really 
take. It was a good recognition period there for him personally, and the 
biggest thing, too, is for the team. We were a team, and I think having 
something like that happen, it was pretty cool all the way around for 
everybody — not just for Bernie, but the guys that grinded it out every 
day.” 

While guys like Clarke and Barber were the skilled, playmaking forwards 
up front, and others like Dave Schultz and Bob Kelly provided the muscle 
for the team that came to be known as the Broad Street Bullies, Parent, 
in many ways, was the Flyers’ heartbeat. Not only was he far and away 
the NHL’s best netminder during those two Stanley Cup runs, posting 
arguably the best back-to-back seasons by any goalie in the history of 
the league, but he was also beloved by the fan base for his cordial 
personality, radiant smile and witty banter expressed in a thick, French-
Canadian accent. That’s why Parent comes in at No. 48 on our list of the 
greatest players of the modern era of the NHL. 

And Parent is still beloved by Philly fans today, even those who aren’t old 
enough to remember his heyday. When, for example, the Philadelphia 
Phillies wanted representatives from the city’s four major sports teams to 
throw out the first pitch for a home game during the 2022 World Series, 
Parent trotted out to the mound alongside Mike Schmidt, the greatest 
Phillies player of all-time; Julius Erving, the legendary 76ers forward; and 
Brandon Graham, the defensive lineman whose strip-sack of Tom Brady 
in Super Bowl LII is arguably the biggest play in Eagles history. 

Nearly half a century after that first Flyers championship, Parent, who 
lives in the beach town of Avalon, N.J., approximately 90 minutes from 
Philadelphia, is still blown away — and eternally grateful — for the 
recognition and support. 
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“It’s been a long time, but also it was such a beautiful time,” he said. “I’m 
a firm believer that if you give love and you care about people, you’ll 
receive love back.” 

Bernie Parent on the cover of Time magazine, Feb. 24, 1975 #Flyers 
pic.twitter.com/rjsYl2UQAp 

— Jen (@NHLhistorygirl) October 21, 2015 

The love for Parent was almost instantaneous, as he was one of the 
Flyers’ selections in the 1967 expansion draft. Along with Doug Favell, 
they split the duties in net that inaugural season, with Parent playing 38 
games and Favell 37. 

But after a few more seasons in the tandem, Parent was shockingly 
shipped to Toronto midway through the 1970-71 season, despite being 
the more reliable of the two goalies. Fans were dismayed, as Parent was 
perhaps the most popular player on the roster. 

Parent was decent with the Maple Leafs, although not yet a superstar, for 
one and a half seasons. In the 1972 offseason, he took a chance and left 
Toronto, joining the budding World Hockey Association, where he played 
for the Philadelphia Blazers before leaving that team due to a contract 
dispute in the middle of the 1973 playoffs. 

Parent wanted back in the NHL, but his rights still belonged to Toronto. 
So the Flyers made a trade with the Maple Leafs, sending Favell and a 
first-round pick to re-acquire the goalie. 

The Flyers were already a team on the rise in the early 1970s, but after 
Favell allowed a bad goal in a pivotal Game 2 of a playoff series loss to 
the Canadiens in 1973, the organization decided it needed a change. So 
they went back to someone they already knew well. Getting Parent back 
into the fold was one of the best trades that Hall of Fame general 
manager Keith Allen ever made, and it ended up putting the team over 
the top. 

“Definitely, definitely,” defenseman Joe Watson agreed. “I remember we 
were playing Montreal (in the 1973 playoffs) and we got beat in five 
games, and (Canadiens defenseman) Larry Robinson shot the puck from 
center ice, for Christ sake. Favvy missed it, and we lose in overtime. 
That’s when the Flyers realized they had to get a goalie, and lo and 
behold they brought Bernie back. But he had learned a lot from Jacques 
Plante, there’s no doubt about it.” 

That’s true. In fact, Parent credits Plante for helping to turn him into a star 
goalie. Parent had idolized him before they became teammates. As a kid, 
he was neighbors with Plante’s sister, Therese, and he and his friends 
would hide behind the bushes when they got wind that Jacques was on 
the way over to pay her a visit, hoping to catch a glimpse of the future 
Hall of Famer. 

Plante was winding down his career when Parent joined the Maple Leafs 
midway through the 1970-71 season. 

“I played two years with Toronto, and what changed my career was I 
shared the duties with Jacques Plante, who I watched play for many 
years,” Parent said. 

Watson had known Parent before the Flyers even existed, when they 
were both a part of the Bruins organization, and they joined the 
expansion franchise together in 1967. There were noticeable 
improvements to Parent’s game after they became teammates again on 
the 1973-74 Flyers, according to Watson. 

“Bernie was a very positional goaltender when he came back to 
Philadelphia,” Watson said. “He understood how far you should go here, 
how far you should go there. He could control the puck, make the save 
and he could kick it out wherever he wanted to kick it out. He was much 
different than he was his earlier years, and I think that’s a tribute to 
Jacques Plante, I really do.” 

Barber, too, pointed to Parent’s footwork as perhaps his biggest strength. 
These were the days of the so-called standup goaltender, so that was 
vital. 

“He stopped the pucks that should have been stopped, and that didn’t go 
for all goaltenders then,” Barber said. “We never saw a bad goal. And the 
other thing I give him a lot of credit for, when a shot was made, if he 
couldn’t catch it or smother the puck, he could steer it to the corner with 
his feet.” 

Never was that more evident than in the waning moments of the Flyers’ 
Game 6 victory over the Bruins in the 1974 Stanley Cup Final, when 
Parent made a dazzling save on Ken Hodge late in the third period to 
cement their 1-0 win at the Spectrum. 

“(Hodge) came down the wing, took the shot, Bernie got his foot on it, 
and steered the puck to the corner,” Barber said. “That’s what I’m talking 
about.” 

The numbers that Parent posted in those two Stanley Cup-winning 
seasons cemented his legend. He was awarded the Vezina Trophy in 
both seasons, at that time given to the goaltender that played the most 
on the league’s best defensive team. He posted 12 shutouts in each 
season, leading the league both times. His 1.89 goals-against average in 
1973-74 was also the best mark in the league, as was his 2.04 GAA the 
next year. He led the league with a .932 save percentage in 1973-74 and 
was second in 1974-75 with a .918 mark. 

Parent also won back-to-back Conn Smythe trophies as the MVP of the 
playoffs, the first and still one of just three players to ever achieve that 
(Mario Lemieux, Sidney Crosby are the others). He posted shutouts in 
each of the two Cup clinchers. 

But Parent also had help. The Flyers took pride in not allowing a 
profusion of shots on goal, and from the start of the 1973-74 season 
through 1974-75 season, their 26.8 shots-against per game was the 
lowest average in the NHL. 

What helped, too, is that those Flyers teams were arguably the roughest 
and toughest to ever skate in the NHL. If Parent left a rebound or was 
unable to cleanly handle a shot from long range, well, good luck if you’re 
an opponent fishing around for that loose change in front of the net. 

“We cleared pucks. Shots were blocked. It was never too many second 
chances the way we played our system,” said Kelly, who scored the 
game-winning goal in the series-clinching Game 5 of the Flyers’ win over 
Buffalo in 1975, to capture their second championship. “We had a rugged 
team back there on defense. And then, you’d do the things that today 
you’d be in the penalty box 24/7. But back in the day, to score goals, in 
that era, you’re going to pay a price.” 

Watson said: “Guys used their stick like a god-darn fork, sticking guys 
here and there. You’ve got Moose (Dupont), and Eddie van Impe used 
the stick like a shillelagh. It was crazy. They had a tendency not to come 
to the net that often.” 

Parent, like many professional goalies past and present, had his quirks. 
His tendency to try and keep things as light as possible on the ice was 
one of his primary and unique personality traits. 

That Flyers team, of course, was full of personalities, which is why they 
remain ingrained in Philadelphia sports history. Barber credits coach 
Fred Shero for not trying to change anyone in that regard, including 
Parent. 

“Let’s face it here, all goaltenders are a little bit different than the other 
players. It’s as simple as that. They are,” Barber said. “Fred let us keep 
our personalities. And everyone was different. We had the Hound (Kelly), 
Schultz, Joe Watson. A bunch of characters. It all seemed to piece 
together at the right time. 

“Bernie was a big part of that. He was different. He made light of things 
when things were tense, and it was good for the team.” 

Barber may be understating that. According to Watson, in the middle of 
the Flyers’ nail-biting win over the Bruins that clinched the Stanley Cup 
— and in as tense a moment as could possibly exist in the game, trying 
to protect a one-goal lead and avoid a Game 7 back in Boston — Parent 
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took advantage of a stoppage in play to have a quick chat with referee 
Art Skov. 

Watson recalls: “Art Skov was the referee, and Bernie hollered. So I go 
over, and he said, ‘What the hell’s wrong with you? I want Art Skov to 
come here.’ So Art Skov comes over, and Bernie tells his story.” 

Parent relayed to Skov that there would be certain, shall we say, social 
and leisure time benefits to the Flyers winning it all. 

“I said, ‘Jesus Christ, Bernie, what the hell are you talking about?’ I 
laughed my ass off, and Art Skov went away and he was laughing his 
ass off, too,” Watson said. 

Later, Parent and Clarke were carrying the Stanley Cup from the ice into 
the dressing room while streamers rained down from above in a delirious 
Spectrum. The image of the two franchise icons is memorialized in a 
statue at the sports complex in South Philadelphia. 

Parent said: “You have to be disciplined towards your system, of course, 
but at the same time, happiness — when you’re happy, and you have fun 
on the ice, in addition to concentrating on the game, usually you bring 
good results.” 

Watson figures that Parent’s continual attempts to relieve the tension 
were as much a benefit for him as for the rest of the team. 

“Absolutely,” he said. “You had to keep him loose. Once he got a lot of 
tension in his body and everything else, he was not the same guy. But if 
he was loose, he was much better.” 

Said Bob Kelly: “By him being a little goofy and funny like that, I think he 
kept everything loose, but he kept his mind going in the right direction. 
He just wanted to play the game, enjoy the game, revel in the game.” 

The Flyers were unable to capture a third straight Stanley Cup despite 
reaching the Final in 1975-76, in part because Parent was unable to play 
for most of that season and the playoffs due to neck surgery. And he 
wasn’t the same the next season either, posting a save percentage of 
.899 in 1976-77. 

But in 1977, Plante became the first goalie coach in Flyers history, 
reuniting with his Toronto protégé. That led to a rejuvenated Parent, who 
had his best season since the Cup years in 1977-78, going 29-6-13, with 
a 2.22 goals-against average and .912 save percentage. 

“Jacques worked very hard at his job. He used to have pages and pages 
of notes. The way he studied, and then worked with Bernie, you got to 
know what Bernie went through when he was in Toronto with him,” 
Kadlec recalled. 

But on Feb. 17, 1979, Parent’s career ended when an errant stick struck 
him in the eye. He was 33. 

Still, he left a big enough mark on the game to be enshrined in the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1984, his first year of eligibility. He finished his 
13-year career with a 271-198-119 record, a 2.55 goals-against average 
and a .915 save percentage and was named to five All-Star Games. 
Following retirement, Parent eventually supplanted Plante as the Flyers’ 
goaltending coach and worked with up-and-comers like Ron Hextall and 
Pelle Lindbergh, but he also had struggles with alcohol and finances — 
much of which he detailed in a book, “Journey Through Risk and Fear,” 
written in 2011. 

He’s in a good place now at age 77, living down the shore with his wife, 
Gini. They own a 43-foot yacht, which Parent uses for another passion, 
fishing. 

At home, the Time Magazine cover still hangs on one of the walls, a 
reminder of the heights that he and the Flyers reached. 

“Once in a while you look at that picture. … It’s difficult to express how I 
feel because it’s so big, it’s so humongous,” Parent said. “Every time I 
look at it, it just amazes me that it happened. What a beautiful gift that 
was in life.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Nylander moves closer to superstardom with 
five-point night in win 

 

Luke Fox | @lukefoxjukebox 

December 11, 2022, 12:30 AM 

 

TORONTO — When it comes to William Nylander, Sheldon Keefe 
doesn’t need to use the stick nearly as much as he used to. Hardly at all 
this season, actually. 

“He’s maturing,” the Toronto Maple Leafs head coach said following 
Saturday’s 5-4 overtime victory over the Calgary Flames. “Over time, you 
get sick of having the coach in your ear all the time, and you want to get 
that sorted out yourself.” 

Internal accountability is a major reason why Leafs fans have gradually 
witnessed this growth of Nylander from wildly inconsistent to simply wildly 
entertaining. 

And on this night — “a bit of an ugly one,” according to 22-game point 
streaker Mitch Marner — Nylander was the most dependable element 
among a back-and-forth, penalty-filled mess. 

The Calgary-born star sniped twice and helped set up three more. He 
fired five shots on net and factored in all five Leafs goals for his most 
productive night in the NHL. 

“Strong on his feet. Controlling the puck. Doing a lot of cutbacks. As soon 
as he’s feeling it, he’s hard to stop out there,” said Marner, riding high off 
his OT winner. “He’s a lot of fun to watch, a lot of fun to have on your 
team. He was a difference-maker tonight, for sure.” 

Nylander was handed the player-of-the-game belt for his efforts. 
Surprisingly, it was his first time receiving the honour, despite registering 
at least a point in 23 of Toronto’s 29 games and shedding his rep as the 
Core Four’s wild card. 

“It’s nice. It’s heavy,” Nylander smiled. “The puck was going in.” 

It’s done been going in. 

“He’s buzzin’,” Auston Matthews said. “Just all over it.” 

Nylander’s 17 goals lead the Leafs. 

He’s on pace for 48 goals and 93 points — which would crush last year’s 
personal bests of 34 and 80. (P.S. Like Auston Matthews, Nylander too is 
eligible to re-sign this summer.) 

“Look. You just want to do better than the year before. Always trying to 
get better. Whatever that number ends up being, I’m not worried about it 
now,” Nylander said. 

“I’m just focused on skating. That’s the most important thing for me. It’s 
helping me create space and get chances out there.” 

What’s most remarkable about Nylander, 26, stacking a career year on 
top of a career year is that those around him believe there is still 
headroom between that glorious blond flow and his ceiling. 

“He’s got a long ways to go still in terms of what his potential is and what 
he can do. You’re seeing that,” Keefe explained. 

Nylander made a conscious effort to take on a leadership role last 
season. And this season, with the Big 4 forwards all within five goals and 
seven points of one another, there is some healthy internal competition 
brewing. 
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And with those superstars responsible for two-thirds of all Leafs goals 
since Nov. 1, well, the team benefits in the end. 

Saturday, with Marner, Matthews and Nylander each creating highlight 
moments en route to multi-point efforts, you saw it play out in real-time. 

Like Method Man passing the microphone to Ghostface Killah to 
Raekwon the Chef. Longtime friends who don’t mind out-shining each 
other from time to time. 

And the audience wins. 

“Our top guys are pushing each other,” Keefe said. 

“Willy has the potential to be in that top tier. Auston and Mitch have really 
established themselves in the exclusive top tier of the league. Willy 
should be right there, hanging with those guys. He’s pushing himself, and 
they’re all pushing each other, which is how that group can get to greater 
heights.” 

During Toronto’s remarkable 14-game run with a point, opposing 
coaches have frequently pointed to elite game-breakers and solid 
goaltending as the source. 

“With Toronto — and I saw it last year — their top players, those guys 
have taken another whole level in terms of their leadership. They're by-
example type players. It's so evident when you watch them,” Flames 
coach Darryl Sutter said. 

“They're the best team in the league right now.” 

Matt Murray had arguably his worse outing as a Leaf, and Nylander & 
Co. made a rare subpar showing by the goaltender a non-story. 

“He’s just a stud. He’s incredibly gifted. He works hard,” Murray said. “He 
seems to win a ton of 50/50 battles. That goes to his strength and his 
athleticism and his dedication to win those battles. He gets a lot of 
second pucks, second chances. 

“He’s basically the reason we get two points. Heckuva player.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• We had to do a double take when Keefe looked down his bench of 
superstars and instead chose checking centre David Kämpf plus 
defencmen Timothy Liljegren and Rasmus Sandin to start 3-on-3 
overtime. 

“I figured Sandin would be the most likely to take (a) stick in the face,” 
Keefe deadpanned. 

Keefe wanted to “shock the system” after six straight OT losses with a 
move out of left field. 

It worked. 

Marner’s power-play OT winner occurred after Jonathan Huberdeau 
high-sticked Sandin three seconds into the extra frame. 

“It’s no secret that things haven’t gone well for us in overtime. We’ve tried 
everything in terms of mixing and matching our top four guys, and it 
hasn’t gone well,” Keefe said. 

“Reality is, we’ve lost to some teams that have taken a more 
conservative approach off the start.” 

• Milan Lucic was healthy scratched for the first time in nearly a decade. 

How come? 

“Because we put the little guy in and took the big guy out,” Flames coach 
Darryl Sutter said, in reference to AHL-scoring leader Matthew Phillips. 
“Can only dress 12." 

• Toronto is taking a wait-and-see approach to Nick Robertson’s shoulder 
recovery. No immediate surgery. He’ll pour himself into rehab over the 
next six to eight weeks, at which point doctors will re-evaluate. 

In the meantime, callup Joey Anderson gets his shot. 

He drew two key penalties in his season debut and topped all skaters 
Saturday with a 77.8 per cent Corsi-for percentage at even strength. 

“Very encouraging game for him,” Keefe said. “It’s time to give him a little 
runway here to see what he can do.” 

• World junior camps have opened. A notable player not invited to play 
for Team USA: OHL leading scorer and Maple Leafs 2021 fifth-rounder 
Ty Voit. 

The Pittsburgh native’s elite playmaking is fueling the Sarnia Sting this 
season. Voit has piled up 40 assists and 49 points through 28 games. 
Still, the Americans made like Voit’s linemates and took a pass. 

• Stay strong, Chris Snow — and family. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks' offence falls short and defensive woes on 
display in shutout loss to Wild 

 

Iain MacIntyre | @imacSportsnet 

December 11, 2022, 2:39 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – The Vancouver Canucks have won 12 of their first 28 
games, and in eight of those victories they scored at least five goals. 
They’ve won only once with fewer than four goals — and in that victory 
they scored three times. 

They scored none on Saturday against the Minnesota Wild. Of course, 
the Canucks didn’t win and, naturally, the post-game discussion was 
about the failure of their offence and especially a power play that 
surrendered a key shorthanded goal in a 3-0 loss. 

Filip Gustavsson had a 35-save shutout for the Wild, which had allowed 
19 goals in its previous four games and hadn’t surrendered fewer than 
three goals in seven straight contests. 

It was a matchup when statistics aligned for the Canucks — an opponent 
whose slack defending and spotty goaltending might have fed 
Vancouver’s one obvious strength: its offence. 

But when that didn’t occur, there was no alternate pathway to victory for 
the one-dimensional Canucks. 

They’ve been able to outscore their defensive problems in a lot of games. 
But when they can’t, like on Saturday, they have little chance of winning 
because they have shown themselves through the first third of the 
National Hockey League season incapable of defending well enough to 
win a low-scoring game. 

If their offence doesn’t generate four goals, there is no Plan B. This is a 
serious problem for them. 

“It's not really sustainable,” captain Bo Horvat said of the way the team 
has been winning (8-4-0) the last four weeks. “When you're letting in four 
and having to score five every night, it puts a lot of stress on not only the 
goaltending but us as forwards, too. We want to win games 3-1, 2-1. 
They scored another three tonight, so we'd have to get four. It's tough to 
sustain that on a nightly basis. In this league, it wears on you.” 

Horvat said the loss reinforced the Canucks’ need to be “better 
defensively, not give up so many Grade-A (scoring chances), protect the 
house a little bit better. I find we let them get too many Grade-A 
opportunities right in front of our net.” 
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Vancouver won its previous two games, both in overtime and both after 
scoring late power-play goals to tie them, 6-5 against the San Jose 
Sharks and 7-6 against the Montreal Canadiens. 

On Saturday, the Wild scored three but easily could have doubled that 
total. Canuck goalie Spencer Martin, who has benefitted from 
unsustainable run support this season, was outstanding. 

In the seven-minute, second-period sequence that pretty much 
determined the game, when the Canucks had three straight power plays 
while trailing 1-0, Martin stuffed a shorthanded breakaway by 
Minnesota’s Joel Eriksson Ek before getting beaten on a shorthanded 
breakaway by Conor Dewar that doubled the lead at 16:08. 

It was the sixth shorthanded goal allowed by the Canucks this season, 
although coach Bruce Boudreau pointed out post-game that two of those 
were with Vancouver’s net empty as his team pressed with an extra 
attacker while trailing late in games. 

“It's individual plays,” Boudreau said. “Guys make plays like tonight; I 
would think that's not a system play when you make a pass right on the 
other guy's tape for breakaway. On the shorthanded goals, it's usually a 
breakaway that ends up given up or a two-on-one. We've been pressing 
for goals a lot this year and that stuff happens.” 

The pass on Dewar’s tape was a cross-ice hope by Canuck J.T. Miller 
that the penalty-killer anticipated, catching Miller’s teammates going in 
the wrong direction. 

“It was a mistake,” Miller told reporters. “They scored on it. It was 
obviously not good.” 

He added: “I expect myself to be better — not because of the mistake; 
sh-- happens out there — but just in a general sense, I need to be better 
for the team and lead by example.” 

They all need to be better defensively; 6-5 hockey is fun until you score 
fewer than three. 

The Canucks were forcing Martin to make point-blank saves at the end 
(Kirill Kaprizov), just like they were at the beginning (Marcus Foligno). 

Gustavsson didn’t face that quality of scoring chances until the third 
period. 

Shots in the first period were 14-4 for the Wild, who had lost the night 
before in Edmonton while the Canucks hadn’t played since Wednesday. 
But the only goal Martin allowed was eight seconds into Minnesota’s 
second power play, when Matt Boldy scored on a rebound to make it 1-0 
at 16:43. 

In the 8-3-0 run which brought the Canucks back to .500 (12-12-3) before 
Saturday, Vancouver had allowed 40 goals but scored 43. Their 
advantage on special teams was 11-4. 

So on special teams there was a market correction Saturday for the 
Canucks. But not in defending. They were themselves. 

“You would have expected, I think, with three straight (power plays) — 
and they're using the same guys — that we would have figured it out and 
scored a goal at that point,” Boudreau said. “But we ended up giving it 
and that was sort of a backbreaker. You could see the wind really go out 
of the sails of a lot of players. In the third, I mean, there was an effort. But 
unless you're willing to go to the front of the net and you're willing to get 
those loose pucks where all the goals usually come from, you're not 
going to score and we didn't. 

“It's just another. . . opportunity that we didn't take advantage of. I don't 
know why we came out of the gate slow. I mean, we pushed a lot harder 
in the second and third but we couldn't get a goal. But we should have 
been ready to pounce on them.” 

The Canucks do not play again until Wednesday in Calgary. Saturday’s 
loss was the start of a nine-game stretch against Western Conference 
teams, most of them somewhere close to the Canucks in the standings, 
that takes Vancouver to the New Year. 

“We brought ourselves back to this point (and) it would have been nice to 
get above .500,” Horvat said. “But we've got to fight to get back there 
again.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Sutter sour with officials following another costly 
parade of penalties 

 

Eric Francis | @EricFrancis 

December 11, 2022, 12:26 AM 

 

TORONTO — Darryl Sutter insists he’s seen this act before. 

Even if it was 35 years ago. 

“Well, that’s one thing I learned a long time ago, when you’re in Chicago 
all those years: When you come into Toronto you know what goes on,” 
said Sutter, while smacking his palm on the table. 

“I won’t say nothing more.” 

The coach’s suggestion was that a few of the six power plays the Flames 
handed the Leafs in Saturday’s 5-4 overtime loss weren’t necessarily 
warranted. 

When he was reminded of the pattern that saw his team take seven 
minors a night earlier, he scoffed. 

“So then write about it,” said Sutter, offering sage advice to a thankful 
scribe. 

“Do you think they were all penalties tonight?  

“I don’t.” 

Debate the merit of each call as you wish, but ultimately the game was 
lost on an obvious Jonathan Huberdeau high stick on the opening draw 
of overtime, when his stick rode up and caught Rasmus Sandin in the 
face. 

Easy call. 

Forty seconds later, game over. 

That’s when Mitch Marner made the Flames pay, as the Leafs generally 
will when you give them that many man advantages. 

On a night he earlier extended his points streak to 22 games, his game-
winner extended the team’s point streak to 14, while handing the Flames 
their fifth road loss in a row. 

More numbers of concern for the Flames right now include the 13 power 
plays they’ve given up over the last two games. 

Warranted or not, they have contributed to consecutive losses. 

“Obviously, the penalties hurt us a bit,” said Noah Hanifin, who had three 
minors, two goals and one hell of a limp as he left the rink. 

“They have a very good power play and a lot of high-end skill, so you 
don’t want to give them those opportunities.  

“But at five-on-five, I thought we did a really good job. I thought we 
battled hard.” 

Indeed, they did, leaving with a well-earned point against the league’s 
hottest team on the second night of back-to-backs.  

Much to applaud here, as the Flames held their own 5-on-5 against the 
speedy Buds. 
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Dan Vladar’s 29 saves in a bid to win his fifth-straight game were 
thwarted by Toronto’s Big Three, as William Nylander (2 goals, 3 assists) 
Auston Matthews (1 and 2) and Marner (1 and 1) combined for 10 points. 

Eight of those came on the power play, which the Leafs cashed in on 
three times. 

As Sutter so often says, “simple.” 

“Sometimes, when you’re in a battle like that and it’s such a hard-fought 
game, sometimes things happen and you get caught,” said Hanifin, when 
asked to explain the team’s sudden penalty problems. 

“It’s something we obviously want to avoid. We don’t want to have that 
happen against a really good team like them.”  

 “We want to establish a five-on-five game and roll the lines and play 
physical. I think the last few games, being in the box has really slowed us 
down. When you’re in the box a lot, it’s hard to get into a rhythm.”  

In a highly entertaining see-saw battle that befitted the spotlight it was 
given on Hockey Night in Canada, the game was tied 2-2 after one 
period and 3-3 after two before the team swapped early goals in the third 
to set up overtime. 

The Flames’ second goal came from former Leaf Nazem Kadri and their 
third was a rebound from Trevor Lewis who jumped on to replace 
Matthew Phillips. 

Yes, Phillips. 

The diminutive Calgarian made his season debut – and just his second 
NHL start in 572 days – on national TV. 

He replaced Milan Lucic in the lineup, making the veteran a healthy 
scratch for the first time in almost a decade. 

His replacement, Phillips, played on the third line with Mikael Backlund 
and Adam Ruzicka. 

Because of the penalties, he played just nine minutes, which included a 
minute-and-a-half on the second power play unit. He showed a 
willingness to battle in front of the net, as he has in the AHL, and felt he 
was more comfortable as the game progressed, hitting the net with one 
of two shot attempts. 

When asked about the roster move, Sutter, who has made it abundantly 
clear on numerous occasions he’s skeptical Phillips can make the jump 
from AHL scoring leader to the NHL, was curt: 

“Because we put the little guy in and took the big guy out - can only dress 
12,” he said. 

“If it’s just about penalties and whose dressing and who is not, that’s not 
what the team is all about.” 

“We scored a big power play goal to make it 4-3 in the third.” 

Sure did – a fluky shot from Hanifin that trickled through Matt Murray and 
over the line only after the whistle blew.  

A video review determined it was a good goal due to being “continuous 
play.” 

They all count, as do all the penalties. 

Back to the roster moves he hates talking about: 

“We tried to put some of them kids in the lineup to give us a little bit of 
pop these two games, and also show some of the veterans there is 
some… competition,” he said of Phillips and fourth line centre Radim 
Zohorna. 

“The big centreman played really good both games.” 

As far as Phillips’ feel-good moment goes, the 24-year-old couldn’t hide 
his smile.   

“Couple nerves definitely before the game,” he said. 

“Obviously you want to win a game like that. But still, to play in Toronto, 
Saturday, Hockey Night in Canada... pretty cool.” 

Advice from his 87-year-old grandfather, Don Winsor, who watched from 
Happy Adventure, Newfoundland? 

“Play with dedication and play as hard as you can,” he said. 

Advice from Huberdeau on costly penalties? 

“Just keep your stick on the ice,” he said. 

“Kinda lost my stick, goes into his face. We took a lot of penalties and 
then I do that in overtime. We’ve got to be a little smarter with our 
sticks...and in battle.  

“I think they missed a lot of calls, the refs, on us.  

"But that's the game.” 

 Sure was. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Loss to Kings shows Canadiens can't afford to take Dach 
off top line 

 

Eric Engels | @EricEngels 

December 10, 2022, 11:45 PM 

 

MONTREAL — Go back to St. Louis, where Martin St. Louis admitted he 
was only mildly concerned too much time away from centre could hinder 
Kirby Dach’s development at the position. 

That was on Oct. 31, a couple of days after the coach first put Dach on 
the wing of a line centred by Nick Suzuki and completed by Cole Caufield 
in a 7-4 win over the Blues. At the time, St. Louis said he’d be willing to 
live with that possibility so long as he had five centres healthy and 
available to him. 

Fast forward to Saturday’s 4-2 loss to the Los Angeles Kings, when St. 
Louis had only four centres at his disposal (Sean Monahan was hurt), 
and you could argue coming out of it that the Montreal Canadiens can’t 
afford to have Dach back in the middle instead of on that line. And it’s got 
nothing to do with the way the Dach played his first two periods off 
Suzuki’s wing and back at centre since lining up between Monahan and 
Jonathan Drouin in a 3-2 win over the Buffalo Sabres on Oct. 27. 

Kings' Kopitar, Arvidsson combine for two goals in 19 seconds vs. 
Canadiens 

On a night where nobody else in reverse-retro Canadiens jersey 
appeared to start in rhythm — the team travelled home from a long trip 
out west on Tuesday, sat idle for nearly four full days, and then looked 
like it was still on Pacific Time through 40 minutes on Saturday — Dach 
was the team’s most effective centre, winning four of five faceoffs and 
steering his line to a 50 per cent share of the shot attempts at 5-on-5. 

The problem was what happened to Suzuki’s line, with Josh Anderson 
lining up on the right wing in Dach’s place. 

It was a mess at both ends of the ice against the Kings, giving up the 
game’s first goal and 11 shot attempts while generating only three 
through just over seven minutes of 5-on-5 play. 

Miniscule sample, we know, but a telling one, despite some of the 
positive experience Anderson had on the line over the last couple of 
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years — and despite the progress Anderson has recently made within St. 
Louis’ concepts. 

He was the subject of the coach’s praise earlier on Saturday, and with 
good reason. The player has been asked to control his speed more, to 
look for different ways of creating offence rather than always driving hard 
on the rush for one-and-done scoring chances, to find more of a balance 
between playing his own game and fitting his game into the team’s puck-
possession style, and he’s made progress on all fronts. 

“That’s what I see because you’ve still seen the speed of Anderson over 
the last month,” St. Louis said of the high-flying winger. “We know he has 
that, we’re not taking that away. But why is he able to use his speed and 
touch the puck at the right time? Because he understands more about 
what we’re trying to do as a group.” 

But even though Anderson is beginning to process the game better, he 
doesn’t process it as well as Dach does. He was already behind Suzuki 
and Caufield in this area and is only further behind (due to the 
exponential progress of both players) than he was when he last lined up 
with them. 

The other problem is nobody else on the Canadiens fills those quotients 
as well as Dach does, either. 

That’s why, from down 2-0 to start the third period of Saturday’s game, it 
was a no-brainer to take Dach out of the middle and put him back on a 
line with Suzuki and Caufield. 

“Marty’s got a pretty good feel for the game,” Dach told reporters 
afterwards, “so he knows when to shake things up.” 

It was good St. Louis didn’t wait, because Montreal’s offence runs 
through Suzuki and Caufield and it was running into the Kings’ 1-3-1 trap 
before Dach was placed with those two. 

They produced a quality scoring chance on the opening shift of the third 
and finally got some momentum on the Canadiens’ side, which was 
taken advantage of by the team to gain a 23-12 lead in 5-on-5 shot 
attempts and a 78 per cent expected goals share. Their line inevitably 
scored, went 8-7 in the first category and was 57 per cent in the second. 

Caufield darts through zone, scores from tight angle to bring Canadiens 
within one 

Those results may not leave Dach further away from the position the 
Canadiens still believe he belongs in — since he was first placed on the 
wing, executive vice president of hockey operations Jeff Gorton, GM 
Kent Hughes, St. Louis, Suzuki and even Dach himself have all said they 
still see him as a centre — but maybe it should. 

St. Louis told reporters after the game not to read too deeply into the 
changes he made for the third period, but he also said he’d evaluate 
things further before the Canadiens welcome the Calgary Flames to the 
Bell Centre for a game Monday. 

What the coach might conclude in that process is that he still sees Dach 
as the best fit on the top line for the same reason he initially saw him as a 
promising one. 

“He’s got size,” St. Louis said on Halloween, “but he’s got poise, too.” 

Every comment he’s made since regarding the effectiveness of the 
Caufield-Suzuki-Dach trio has emphasized how all three players think the 
game at an elite level. 

Mike Hoffman, who returned to the lineup after an eight-game absence 
and scored, could be tested again with Suzuki and Caufield if Dach goes 
back to centre against Calgary. He doesn’t think the game as well as 
Dach, and he didn’t effectively mesh with both players over the short stint 
he spent with them earlier this season, but his confidence has spiked of 
late with seven points in his last eight games and he could get a look. 

But Hoffman looked brilliant closing out Saturday’s game next to 
Christian Dvorak and Evgenii Dadonov. 

What makes Canadiens' Caufield so dangerous in the offensive zone? 

St. Louis said from the home of the Blues that he could be tempted to 
eventually try Juraj Slafkovsky with Suzuki and Caufield and said on 
Friday he feels Slafkovsky is progressing to the point where he’s 
touching the puck more in games — a justification he used for the 
Canadiens keeping Slafkovsky in Montreal rather than sending him to 
play with Team Slovakia at the upcoming world junior championship. 

But the coach has methodically brought this 18-year-old player along, not 
wanting to heap too much pressure on him, and playing him with the 
team’s most dynamic duo, which takes on top assignments at home and 
faces the toughest matchups on the road, doesn’t seem like a 
sustainable option with the Canadiens playing seven of their final 10 
games in 2022 on the road. 

The best one could hinder Dach’s development at centre, but that’s 
something St. Louis should be willing to live with for a bit — especially 
after seeing on Saturday how Dach didn’t seem too affected by a long 
stint away from the position. Even if Monahan doesn’t heal up his foot 
injury before the new year, keeping Dach with Suzuki and Caufield 
makes the most sense. 

Breaking up a line that’s produced 43 per cent of the team’s goals at 5-
on-5 and propelled it to a 10-8-1 record since being assembled could be 
even riskier from a development standpoint. 

Dach’s confidence rising as it has is paramount to his, and the team’s 
growth will be best served in periods that don’t resemble anything like the 
first two the Canadiens played against the Kings. 
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TSN.CA / Bedard's improved defensive play leads to bigger World Junior 
role 

 

Mark Masters 

11–14 minutes 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 IIHF 
World Junior Championship. The players skated in two groups at Team 
Canada's World Junior selection camp on Saturday at the Avenir Centre 
in Moncton, N.B. 

Connor Bedard wants that gold-medal buzz back.  

"It feels like when you win it it lasts 10 minutes so you want that again 
right away," the Regina Pats phenom said. "We're lucky we only had to 
wait three months or whatever it is for the opportunity here." 

Bedard helped Team Canada win the World Juniors in August. He 
scored four goals and added four assists in the seven games in 
Edmonton. Now, he's poised to take on an even bigger role in Halifax.  

"You're going to see a Connor Bedard that's matured in terms of that 
complete game," predicted Alan Millar, Hockey Canada's director of 
player personnel. "When you get into those key games, match-ups are 
important and he's going to play a role where he's going to play 
against top players and his complete game and [being] cognizant of 
defence and working and tracking and all those things will be important. 
He knows that. He's prepared for that. I think you'll see a young man 
whose game's matured and is even that much more complete." 

Bedard played just nine minutes in the final preliminary round game 
against Finland in August as the coaching staff leaned on others to 
protect a lead. Bedard was bumped to the third line in the medal round 
after an injury to Ridly Greig forced Canada to rejig the alignment.  
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Bedard is riding a 27 game point streak in the Western Hockey League, 
but defensive play has been a focus.  

"Just my 200-foot game," he said of his internal improvement. "Faceoffs 
are a lot better and playing a bit of penalty kill so just those things. 
Improving in the D-zone and all areas."  

Bedard is tied for the best plus-minus mark on the Pats (+14). He's 
winning 51.9 per cent of his draws, which is up from 49.1 per cent last 
season.  

"Well-rounded game," observed Kamloops Blazers centre Logan 
Stankoven, who just played against Bedard in the WHL. "I feel like his 
defensive game and his overall game has really picked up and I'm sure 
it's going to pay off." 

Bedard isn't letting his foot off the gas even though his spot on Team 
Canada is assured.  

"You always want to come in with that tryout mentality," he said. "I'm still 
trying to prove myself and show everyone here what I can do." 

The early reviews are overwhelmingly positive.  

"He's as advertised," said Los Angeles Kings defenceman Brandt Clarke. 
"He's so smart with the puck. His release is unmatched. We got guys in 
the Kings dressing room talking about him. Like, 'You get to play with that 
Bedard kid.' I'm not going to name anybody." 

Was it Drew Doughty?  

"Dewy did say that, actually," Clarke confirmed with a laugh. "He's 
already getting that kind of recognition." 

"He's going to be a special player," New York Islanders centre Mathew 
Barzal said in a recent interview.  

Barzal, a fellow B.C. native, has skated with Bedard the last few 
summers.  

"He's a new age of player where he's just got all the tools," Barzal 
gushed. "It's fun, literally, learning from him. Like, learning new tricks and 
skills." 

Of course, the No. 1 skill is his shot. Bedard has used it to score 78 goals 
in 90 games over the last two WHL seasons.   

"There's a picture online where the shot was taken and I'm still looking 
forward and it goes right by me," said Seattle Thunderbirds 
goalie Thomas Milic with a smile. "Hopefully that one doesn't circulate too 
much." 

"His shot's incredible," said Barzal. "It comes off his stick so hot. I've 
really never seen anything like it. Obviously, Matty [Auston Matthews] 
rips the puck. I would say that's the only shot I could really compare it to. 
Just looks so pure. He beats NHL goalies. He's been beating him since 
he was 15." 

'Looks so pure': Barzal compares Bedard's shot to Matthews 

Connor Bedard is one of the most exciting prospects the NHL has seen 
in years. Mathew Barzal explains how they became friends and 
expresses his excitement on the instant impact he feels Bedard will have 
once drafted into the NHL. 

University of Michigan freshman Adam Fantilli is trying to unseat Bedard 
atop the 2023 NHL draft class, but there's no tension between the two.  

"We were joking about it yesterday on the ice," Fantilli revealed. "If he 
hits me, like, something's going on. We were just joking around about 
that. Me and him, we don't wish [anything] bad on each other." 

The pair actually hung out on Friday night and watched Bedard's Pats 
play the Prince Albert Raiders.  

"We're good friends and I'm cheering for him," said Bedard. "I follow his 
stats and his game and stuff and he's been unreal. It's been awesome. I 

think it's kind of funny when people put us against each other or 
whatever. We're both cheering for each other and now we're on the same 
team." 

Well, not quite yet. Fantilli still needs to secure his spot.  

"The package is intriguing in terms of size, the way he skates, the way he 
handles the puck, the way he shoots the puck," said Millar. "He's also a 
guy who's been around our programs a bit. He was at our summer camp, 
played for our under-18 team in Germany. Obviously, got out to an 
outstanding start as an 18-year-old freshman at the University of 
Michigan and now we’ll see how it translates at this level and if he can 
earn his way onto our club." 

"Just keep doing what I've been doing," Fantilli said of his mindset. 
"Things have been working."  

Fantilli is 6-foot-2, 195 pounds and able to fly around the ice.  

"Lots of guys are big out there," noted Stankoven, "but sometimes they're 
not the quickest. He's got the full package." 

That's why Fantilli has been able to pile up 11 goals and 15 assists in 16 
games. He is second in NCAA scoring with 26 points.  

"He's so dynamic," said Seattle Kraken forward Shane Wright. "He's such 
a fast, strong player and smart player as well. He can make plays with 
the puck and he's not afraid to use his size and physicality." 

"He's done a really good job of rounding out his game at Michigan 
coming out of the USHL," observed Team Canada head coach Dennis 
Williams. "In my discussions with him, he wants to show that he can play 
without the puck and defend hard and do the things that we want this 
team to do."  

Fantilli lists Nathan MacKinnon, Patrice Bergeron and Jamie Benn as his 
role models. He believes that, at his best, his game is a blend of those 
three stars. That's an intoxicating mix for any NHL team. Still, it may not 
be enough to bypass Bedard.  

Does Bedard push him to be better?  

"To a certain extent," the Nobleton, Ont. native said. "I mean, 27 game 
point streak, I didn't even know that, but that's pretty cool. It's every kid's 
dream to go as high as they can. I'm doing the best I can. I know he's 
doing the best he can. The cards fall where they may." 

The crease competition will be front and centre over the next two days.  

"You look at our defence group, you look at our forward group and 
everybody can say, 'OK, he's a lock. That guy's a lock.' We don't have 
that in net right now," Millar acknowledged. "But the process will play 
itself out and we feel confident in where we're going to land."  

The goalies at camp are Sarnia's Ben Gaudreau, Seattle's Milic, Prince 
George's Tyler Brennan and Quebec's William Rousseau.  

"We feel we have four goaltenders here who all have the ability to raise 
the level of their game," Millar stressed. "We need to find someone who 
can step up and backstop this team for two weeks. Gaudreau and Milic 
did that at under-18s. Brennan was there as the third guy. Rousseau is 
backstopping one of the top teams in the CHL and has really impressive 
numbers." 

Rousseau (.922 save percentage) has been impressive behind the 
rampaging Remparts, but it's a different story for Gaudreau (.868) and 
Brennan (.887).  

"Across the Canadian Hockey League, and across the game as a whole, 
offence is way up and save percentage is drastically down," Millar said. 
"It is what it is."   

The battle to be the Boxing Day starter appears to be wide open.  

"From Day 1 that's what they told us," said Milic, who has a .919 save 
percentage while splitting starts in Seattle. "Everyone has the chance to 
earn that spot ... I'm going to do whatever it takes to get there."  
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Gaudreau missed the start of camp, because his flight originating in 
London, Ont. got delayed and forced him to miss his connection in 
Toronto. He spent most of the day at the airport.  

"They got me into a lounge so I went up there, slept for a little bit and 
kept on eating food," Gaudreau said with a smile. "I don't think I've eaten 
that much food in a long time. Had a couple vouchers. It was good." 

The Corbeil, Ont. native finally arrived at the team's Moncton hotel 
around 2 am on Saturday. Predictably, the legs felt a bit heavy at the 
start of his first on-ice session. The good news is he won't play in a 
scrimmage until Monday.  

As Millar noted, Gaudreau was between the pipes when Canada won 
gold at the 2021 under-18 World Championship in Texas. He played five 
games at that event and was named the top goalie.  

"At the end of the day, that's in the past," he said. "I got to show them 
what I can do again. It's a new tournament. It's a couple years later now." 

Still, that gold medal has to count for something.  

"The experience is huge, especially because it's a short-term competition 
at the international level," Williams noted. "Having success breeds 
success." 

Milic played two games at the 2021 under-18 event. He also has the 
most recent big-game success among Canada's contenders. Milic 
backstopped the Thunderbirds to the WHL final last season.  

"My preparation and consistency helped me thrive in those playoffs," he 
said. "Regardless of whether we were coming off a long road trip or 
playing at home, the way I went into every game stayed the exact same 
and that contributed to my success a lot." 

Brennan and Rousseau will play 60 minutes in the game against uSports 
players on Sunday. They will play 30 minutes for both teams. Gaudreau 
and Milic will follow the same routine in Monday's camp finale.  

Williams predicts that 10 of the 13 forwards Team Canada takes to the 
World Juniors will be natural centres. That means many will have to shift 
to the wing. Stankoven has been lining up more on the wing lately in 
Kamloops.  

"More realistic for me at the next level," the 5-foot-8 Dallas Stars 
prospect said.  

It's been an adjustment.  

"Picking pucks off of the boards is the biggest thing," he said. "Really 
working on that and putting yourself in a good situation so you're not 
taking a big hit or putting yourself in a vulnerable position to get hit." 

Williams suggested that Stankoven, who led the summer World Juniors 
in faceoff percentage (72.8), is likely to remain in the middle with Team 
Canada. He skated between Nathan Gaucher and Dylan Guenther on 
Saturday.  

"Logan did a really good job last year in the middle of the ice and has 
great experience there," Williams highlighted.  

Stankoven was named the CHL's top player last season, but isn't resting 
on his laurels.  

"There's lots of areas you can improve upon," the Kamloops, B.C. native 
insisted. "Obviously, it's a nice award to win, but everyone's continually 
getting better and you got to improve your game. If you're not working on 
your game then the next guy behind you is going to take your job." 

Lines at Saturday's practices:  

First group  

Not playing on Sunday  

Ostapchuk - Wright - Bedard  

Gaucher - Stankoven - Guenther  

Del Mastro - Zellweger  

Clarke  

Second group 

Playing uSports on Sunday  

Dean - Beck - Othmann  

Fantilli - Bankier - Dumais 

Schaefer - Dach - Roy 

Bolduc - Kidney - Greene  

Korchinski - Matier 

Hinds - Samson  

Allan - Nause 

Lambos  

Gaudreau 

Brennan 

Milic  

Rousseau  
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USA TODAY / Jeff Skinner suspended for cross-check to Jake 
Guentzel's face in Sabres-Penguins game 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

Buffalo Sabres forward Jeff Skinner reacted strongly to a slash Friday 
night, and now he will be sitting out for three games. 

The NHL's Department of Player Safety announced Saturday that 
Skinner was being suspended for his cross-check to the face of 
Pittsburgh Penguins forward Jake Guentzel. 

The incident occurred with 22 seconds left in regulation when a scrum 
ensued after Buffalo goalie Craig Anderson covered the puck to stop play 
and Guentzel made light contact with him. 

Skinner confronted Guentzel, who slashed the Sabres player. Skinner 
reacted with his own slash, a cross-check to the shoulder and then one 
to the face that bloodied the Penguins forward. 

"This is not a case of a stick riding up unintentionally as players battle for 
position in front of the net or come together naturally during the course of 
play," the NHL said in its suspension video. "Skinner initiates an 
altercation here that ends with him aggressively and purposefully striking 
an opponent in the face with his stick with sufficient force to merit 
supplemental discipline." 

Skinner, then with the Carolina Hurricanes, had received a two-game 
suspension in 2012 for kicking an opponent. He will forfeit $145,945.95 
for Friday's infraction. 

Both players received slashing minors and Skinner got a match penalty. 
The Penguins' Jeff Carter scored a power play goal in overtime while the 
penalty was being served. 

Skinner and Guentzel had scored their 13th goals of the season during 
the game. 
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The Department of Player Safety is having a busy Saturday because 
Seattle Kraken defenseman Jamie Oleksiak also faces a hearing for an 
illegal check to the head of the Washington Capitals' Alexander 
Alexeyev. He was also suspended three games for the infraction. He will 
forfeit $74,594.58. 
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