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Red Wings look to stop home losing streak in game against the Hurricanes 
Carolina Hurricanes (15-6-6, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Detroit Red Wings (13-8-6, fourth in the Atlantic 
Division) 

Detroit; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EST 

BOTTOM LINE: The Detroit Red Wings aim to stop their 
three-game home losing streak with a victory against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Detroit has a 7-4-3 record in home games and a 13-8-6 
record overall. The Red Wings have a 12-2-3 record when 
scoring at least three goals. 

Carolina has gone 10-3-5 on the road and 15-6-6 overall. 
The Hurricanes have a +five scoring differential, with 78 total 
goals scored and 73 allowed. 

The teams meet Tuesday for the sixth time this season. The 
Red Wings won 3-0 in the previous meeting. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Dylan Larkin has 10 goals and 17 
assists for the Red Wings. Filip Hronek has four goals and 
eight assists over the past 10 games. 

Martin Necas has 12 goals and 16 assists for the Hurricanes. 
Andrei Svechnikov has scored three goals and added five 
assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Red Wings: 5-3-2, averaging three goals, 
5.3 assists, 3.1 penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.7 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 5-1-4, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.6 assists, 3.3 
penalties and 6.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.6 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Red Wings: Robby Fabbri: out (knee), Tyler 
Bertuzzi: out (hand/wrist), Mark Pysyk: out (achilles), Filip 
Zadina: out (lower-body), Matt Luff: out (upper-body). 

Hurricanes: Ondrej Kase: out (concussion), Frederik 
Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back), 
Sebastian Aho: day to day (lower body), Max Pacioretty: out 
(achilles).

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-detroit-red-wings-carolina-hurricanes-28fdd2f977da4f0cb048bbb0d27532f1 
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Detroit Red Wings lose, 3-2, in overtime at Dallas Stars; earn 5 of 8 
points on trip 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

The Detroit Red Wings left the last stop on their road trip with a point and 
a redeeming performance. 

An errant pass in overtime proved costly Saturday at American Airlines 
Center, leading the Dallas Stars to a 3-2 victory, but overall the Wings 
played well against one of the top teams in the NHL. They banked five of 
a possible eight points during a trip that featured three elite opponents. 

David Perron celebrated his 1,000th game with a goal, tipping Ben 
Chiarot's shot off a faceoff late in the second period, tying the game after 
the Wings had fallen behind, 2-1. The Wings had possession of the puck 
most of the overtime period, but in the final minute Dylan Larkin dropped 
a pass intended for Moritz Seider that was picked off by the Stars. Nils 
Lundkvist scored with 31 seconds remaining. 

The game began well, with the Wings showing the energy and execution 
that had lacked two days earlier. Larkin got the Wings a lead when he 
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connected on a pass from Austin Czarnik and picked a corner from the 
top of the left circle, beating Jake Oettinger midway through the first 
period. Oskar Sundqvist drew a penalty that gave the Wings a chance to 
pad their lead, but that went nowhere and instead the Stars tied the 
game when Mason Marchment took the puck across the blue line and 
sent it down low, where Denis Gurianov put it behind Ville Husso. 

Penalties disrupted flow in the second period. The Wings killed off an 
early one to defenseman Gustav Lindstrom, and killed off another one 
while Moritz Seider served two minutes for tripping Roope Hintz to stop 
him on a breakaway, but a double-minor to Jake Walman for high-
sticking was too much. 

Less than a minute into their third power play, the Stars pulled ahead 
when Jamie Benn had time and space in the slot to finish a setup by 
Jason Robertson (he's the 41-goal scorer the Stars drafted at No. 39 in 
2017, right after the Wings took Lindstrom). 

 

The matinee capped a trip that began with the Wings using their power 
play and Husso to win against the Columbus Blue Jackets and end a 
four-game skid. The second stop was a bigger challenge, coming against 
a team that has been to the Stanley Cup Final the last three seasons. 
The Wings responded with an energetic, well-executed performance to 
topple the Tampa Bay Lightning, only to come out with a flat, fiasco of a 
performance two nights later at the Florida Panthers. Saturday's 
performance was a much better showing. 

The Wings (13-8-6) next play at home Tuesday, against another elite 
team in the Carolina Hurricanes. 
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Detroit Red Wings' David Perron as effective as ever, hits 1,000-game 
milestone 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES   Detroit Free Press 

 

David Perron has played a fraction of his 1,000 NHL games for the 
Detroit Red Wings, but that his milestone came with them befits his 
impact. 

In the twilight of his career, the 34-year-old has strengthened the Wings 
as they emerge from their rebuild. He is a combination of feisty and 
finesse; poised, productive and personable. 

“He’s brought a lot to our group in a short period of time,” coach Derek 
Lalonde said. “But even the big picture of him getting to that point, and 
the way he keeps competing and playing with such passion.” 

Perron recorded his ninth goal and 21st point in 27 games with the Wings 
in Saturday's 3-2 overtime loss at the Dallas Stars. To be a part of his 
1,000th NHL game was special to longtime friend Oskar Sundqvist. 

"It’s awesome," Sundqvist said. "I’ve been with him for a lot of years and 
it’s awesome to celebrate with him and be by his side." 

Perron said the milestone "means a lot. Going through different things in 
my career so far, it’s a special number, something that I am really proud 
of.” 

Here are 10 takeaways on Perron's accomplishment: 

How it began 

Perron played junior hockey in Quebec and didn't attract serious attention 
from NHL scouts until his second year of draft eligibility, when he led the 

Lewiston Maineiacs with 83 points in 70 games and to the 2006 
President's Cup and participation in the Memorial Cup. That was enough 
for the St. Louis Blues to draft Perron at No. 26 in 2007. He recorded a 
point in his NHL debut, Oct. 12, 2007. Perron's role diminished under 
coach Ken Hitchcock and on July 10, 2013, Perron was traded to the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

Famous linemates 

Perron spent time alongside Leon Draisatl while with the Oilers, but the 
Oilers struggled to win and ended up trading Perron to the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in January 2015. That afforded Perron the opportunity to play 
on a line with Sidney Crosby and Phil Kessel. It was onto a new stop for 
Perron in January 2016, when he was traded to the Anaheim Ducks, and 
starred on a line alongside Ryan Getzlaf. 

Perron re-signed with the Blues when he became a free agent in the 
summer of 2016. He signed for two years but lasted one, because he 
was left unprotected in the expansion draft and selected by the Vegas 
Golden Knights. Perron had nine points in 15 playoff games as he helped 
the Knights advance to the Stanley Cup Final. 

Meet me in St. Louis 

Perron once again was a free agent in the summer of 2018, and once 
again returned to St. Louis. Third time was a charm: Perron was 
instrumental in the Blues winning the Stanley Cup in 2019, scoring the 
game-winning goal in Game 5 against the Boston Bruins. Two games 
later, Perron hoisted the Cup. He hit several milestones in a Blues 
uniform: On May 3, 2021, he recorded his 600th career point in his 900th 
NHL game. 

Why the Wings appealed 

Perron was a free agent again in 2022, but not for long. General 
manager Steve Yzerman saw Perron as a player who could improve the 
Wings, especially on the power play, and offered a two-year, $9.5 million 
contract. Perron liked everything about the situation. 

"Just talking to Steve and the way he wanted the direction of the team to 
go was appealing," Perron said. "I felt like I could hopefully come in here 
and help the guys out a little bit. We’ve had a good start and we’re also 
not satisfied. We want to keep getting better and that’s the cool part — 
we can still get better and become a better club." 

Immediate impact 

Five games into the season, Perron had five points. His ability to make 
plays and his hustle to retrieve loose pucks, especially on the power play, 
is a real asset for a team looking to grow. 

"We’ve had success, and he’s a huge part of that," Lalonde said. "I just 
think his intensity, he’s a guy who has seen what winning looks like, and 
not accepting poor performances, poor stretches in a game. He’s been a 
huge addition for us." 

Dylan Larkin, the longest serving active Wings player, called Perron, "a 
gamer. He’s very good on the power play and he adds good leadership 
value with having been around a lot, playing a lot of games, winning the 
Stanley Cup. He’s well respected in the room." 

A personable teammate 

Sundqvist and Perron were teammates with the Blues from 2017-18 
through Sundqvist's trade to the Wings at last year's deadline, developing 
a solid and hilarious friendship. 

"I usually joke around with him being the worst skater in the league, but 
at the same time, he’s probably the best guy in the league at protecting 
the puck," Sundqvist said. "You can’t get the puck off him, because of 
how he uses his body. And then his shot. He’s known for a lot of things. I 
like watching him from the bench. He’s got my back at all times. We’re 
not the best at calming each other down, we more rile each other up and 
keep going. I love having him by my side in all situations." 

As feisty as ever 
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Perron's penchant for getting into it with opponents can be frustrating 
when it leads to penalties, but it is a part of his game. 

"I can’t turn it off," Perron said. "It seems at times it is too much and I 
have to kind of reel my emotions in a little it, and then at other times, it is 
what the team needs. So I try to bring it out at the right time and be a 
positive impact out there." 

Ben Chiarot — who has a tendency to cross the same line — is a fan. 

"We’ve definitely had our battles over the years, when he was with Vegas 
and St. Louis," Chiarot said. "He’s always kind of willing to come back 
and battle with you. Always had a lot of respect for the way he played." 

An opponent’s view 

Tampa Bay Lightning coach Jon Cooper shared his thoughts on why 
Perron has lasted so long: “I think as he’s matured, as he has gotten 
older, his experience has really taken over. He’s gotten grittier as his 
game has gotten on. But he’s always had that touch around the net. He 
makes power plays better, he makes lines better, and he makes Detroit 
better. Bottom line. 

"So to have a guy that’s been around that can guide some of these 
younger guys, plus, you know, he’s not a throw-in to play the game. He 
plays meaningful minutes. He’s a guy to lean on. It was a really good 
signing for them. I’m a big fan.”  

The present 

Players sometimes receive a lavish gift from teammates — last season, 
for example, after Marc Staal played in his 1,000th game on March 12, 
Wings teammates gifted Staal a fly-fishing trip for him and his three 
brothers. Yzerman celebrated his 1,000th game on Feb. 19, 1997, with 
three assists — and as he recalls it, received a fancy watch from 
teammates. One of the most memorable gifts came in February 2012, 
when Henrik Zetterberg drove a snowmobile with the No. 96 onto the ice 
the first practice after Tomas Holmstrom had played his 1,000th game. 

What will Perron get? Whatever he asks for, it turns out. "He hasn't told 
us yet," Dylan Larkin said. 

The future 

Perron is signed through next season. He is the type of player who 
appeals to a Cup contender looking to shore up at the trade deadline, but 
he has a modified no-trade clause, which means he can submit a list of 
10 teams where he does not want to go. 

The Wings have performed well enough to stay inside the playoff picture 
the first two months of the season, and even if that changes by the March 
3 deadline, Perron arguably has more value in the lineup than being 
flipped for a future asset. He has made the Wings better, and it befits 
them to have him keep playing games in a Wings uniform. 
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Red Wings bounce back from ugly loss with 'excellent response' to cap 
road trip 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — This was a difficult road trip the Red Wings just completed, and 
they came out of it in decent shape. 

They've been bumped out of the playoff bracket, but that's more about 
uneven games played right now between teams. But at this point, a team 

wants to hang around and maintain positioning, and the Wings are doing 
that. 

A 3-2 overtime loss Saturday in Dallas was disappointing. But the Wings 
earned a point, and salvaged a 2-1-1 road trip, earning five of eight 
points on the rugged road trip, and move on to the next challenges this 
week. 

"I loved how we competed," coach Derek Lalonde said. "For the most 
part it was a good effort from start to finish. We earned a point. It leaves 
a little bad taste in your mouth that we could've taken the two points and 
got a little more out of it. In the big picture, we win the road trip, but it felt 
like we could've gotten more out of it." 

After a dismal loss Thursday in Florida, Lalonde wanted to see how the 
Wings would respond in Dallas. 

The defeat was one of the Wings' worst efforts of the season, as the 
Panthers skated around and through the Wings with little retribution. 

The Panthers' offensive chances were too good to overcome. 

But the Wings tightened things up against Dallas. This was more how the 
Wings looked like most of the trip, such as victories in Columbus and 
Tampa, where the Wings dictated the play. 

If anything, Lalonde and players talked after Saturday's game about 
expecting more from themselves against the elite teams. 

"An excellent response; that's what you look for," Lalonde said. "We've 
been consistent with our game, especially of late. The Florida game was 
an outlier where we hadn't played that poorly in a while, we lost a lot of 
battles, and we didn't compete. 

"The boys turned that around for the most part and they really showed 
that (Saturday)." 

Still, it would have been nice, to secure the extra point, something the 
Wings have struggled with this season. 

Saturday's loss dropped the Wings to 2-6 this season in overtime (1-2 in 
the shootout), losing points that might be valuable later in the season. 

"(Saturday) was a good response from the Florida effort and it's a good 
team here (in Dallas)," said captain Dylan Larkin, whose turnover in OT 
led to Dallas going the other way and scoring. "We have to manage the 
puck and be a little better in overtime. Points are there and we haven't 
always been able to capitalize on them this year. We're thinking too much 
instead of playing what's right in front of us, so we need to manage it and 
I have to be a leader of that there at the end." 

Memorable day 

Game No. 1,000 of David Perron's career couldn't have gone much 
better, except for the Wings not winning. 

Perron tied the game late in the second period, his ninth goal, putting a 
stamp on his milestone game. 

"(The goal) was a lucky bounce," Perron said. "I was going to the net and 
felt it go off my stick and in the net. It gave me a little more energy after 
that. You have to deal with a lot of the nerves, like last night. You have to 
manage the energy and calm everything down because the excitement is 
high. 

"With all the excitement and things going on, we competed well as a 
group. Five-on-five we were a good team, and we're going to start 
expecting more and more out of the team when we perform like this." 

The Wings' bench roared when Perron got on the scoresheet. But for a 
length of time, the goal was credited to Ben Chiarot, who shot the puck, 
but video correctly determined Perron got on his stick on the puck to 
deflect it. 

"It was a huge goal for us," Larkin said. "We heard all about it that it went 
in. It's good for us and it's good for him on his 1,000th game. Pretty 
special and we're happy for him." 
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Perron had his parents François and Brigitte at the game, which made it 
extra special. 

"It was really cool, starting (Friday) and having my parents here (in 
Dallas)," Perron said. "Knowing they were coming to the game is always 
fun. My mom doesn't get out of the hometown a lot, so it was good to 
have her here." 

Ice chips 

The Wings recalled goaltender Magnus Hellberg on Sunday from the 
minor-league affiliate Grand Rapids Griffins. 

Hellberg was on a conditioning loan. Hellberg was in net for Saturday's 4-
0 loss in Hartford, stopping 41 shots. Hellberg wass 2-2-0, with a 2.50 
goals-against average and .932 save percentage with the Griffins. 

With goaltender Alex Nedeljkovic struggling, Hellberg could get a start 
soon, with Ville Husso continuing to get the bulk of the action. 

... Dallas has become a difficult team for the Wings to figure out. The 
Stars have won the last 10 games at American Airlines Center against 
the Wings, and overall have won seven of the last eight games against 
the Wings, 10 of the last 12 (10-2-0), and 14 of the last 18 (14-4-0). 
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Suspension shouldn’t mean big changes to Jamie Oleksiak’s play with 
Kraken 

 

Dec. 11, 2022 at 7:21 pm Updated Dec. 11, 2022 at 8:42 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Kraken coach Dave Hakstol doesn’t expect that 
defenseman Jamie Oleksiak will need to adapt his approach upon 
serving the three-game suspension for delivering a check to the head 
Friday against the Washington Capitals. 

There’s a theory Oleksiak’s 6-foot-7 height may have made it tougher to 
avoid connecting directly with the head of Capitals defenseman 
Alexander Alexeyev. But the NHL’s Department of Player Safety was in 
disagreement upon handing down the suspension, saying Oleksiak had 
time to choose a different path toward Alexeyev that would have caused 
the initial blow to be to his torso. 

Hakstol came to his player’s defense Sunday after his team’s morning 
skate. 

“If you look at the play, it’s really an unavoidable play for Jamie,” Hakstol 
said. “He stays low and it’s a quick play. Other than trying to completely 
get out of the way, it’s an unfortunate result. 

“So no there really isn’t an adjustment he needs to make,” Hakstol 
added. “He’s very conscious of it. He does a very good job of it. He uses 
his size and physicality well. It’s not a play or an event that’s reoccurred 
time and time again. He’s done a really good job of being aware of how 
he’s most effective defending.” 

Oleksiak received a two-minute minor but no additional discipline for a 
check to the head of Los Angeles Kings forward Blake Lizotte back in 
October. Before that, Oleksiak had gone six years since a two-game 
suspension for a check to the head on Philadelphia Flyers forward Chris 
VandeWelde while playing for the Dallas Stars.  

Hakstol agreed it might “probably be worth having a discussion” with 
Oleksiak at some point to remind him of the relative rarity of his 
suspensions and that it isn’t something worth changing his game over. 

“As we get towards next week, I’m sure that somewhere along the way 
that’ll be part of a conversation,” Hakstol said. “But I don’t feel like that’s 
something that’s going to be top of mind for him. The biggest thing for 
him is to go and do the work he can do right now individually on his own. 
And make sure that he’s ready to come back in and help us when he’s 
eligible to return.” 

Oleksiak’s absence meant Cale Fleury finally got a chance back in the 
lineup for only the fourth time this season. Fleury, who last played Nov. 
19, was initially paired with Will Borgen, but mixed-and-matched with 
others as the game wore on. 

“We played together toward the end of my last stint and I think we played 
pretty well together,” Fleury said after the morning skate. “He’s a really 
good skater so it really helps me out.” 

Fleury admitted it’s been tough acclimating to all the bench time he’s 
seen this season. But there’s only so much he can do about it. 

“It’s just consistency for me,” he said. “Really, the only thing I can do is 
try to be as consistent as I can and try to keep myself in the lineup.” 

Strong game from Jones 

Kraken goalie Martin Jones wasn’t as tested as he’s been in some recent 
games the past few weeks, but came up huge against Florida when 
needed during some critical early junctures when his team’s 5-2 win was 
still in doubt. It was the first time Jones had yielded fewer than four goals 
his last four outings — a span that saw him yield 21 combined markers. 

While many of those goals were not his particular fault, attributable more 
to sloppy defensive play in front of him, this indeed had the look of a 
bounce-back affair for him. Jones said the work being done in front of 
him defensively in this one reminded him more of games during the 
recent seven-game winning streak 

“I thought we checked really well,” he said. “When we’re playing like that 
we just make it difficult for teams to create any offense, anything off the 
rush. And we just don’t spend that much time in the defensive zone.” 

Wright gets company on Team Canada 

With all the talk about Kraken rookie Shane Wright getting invited to 
Team Canada’s world juniors selection camp this past weekend, he was 
also joined by some prospects from the local junior hockey squads. 

Wright was joined by Seattle Thunderbirds goaltender Thomas Milic, 
defenseman Kevin Korchinski and forward Reid Schaefer. Korchinski 
was drafted seventh overall by Chicago last summer while Schaefer was 
picked 32nd overall by Edmonton. 

Everett Silvertips defenseman Olen Zellweger, an Anaheim Ducks 
prospect taken 33rd overall in July 2021 — and won gold with Team 
Canada back in August — was also invited. Silvertips general manager 
and coach Dennis Williams was an assistant with the gold medalist 
Canadian squad and will serve as head coach this time for the Dec. 26-
Jan. 5 tournament in Moncton, New Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

 

Seattle Times LOADED: 12.12.2022 

1262376 Seattle Kraken 

 

Kraken put in the hard work needed against Panthers to snap 3-game 
losing streak 

 

Dec. 11, 2022 at 5:48 pm Updated Dec. 11, 2022 at 8:28 pm   
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By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Kraken rookie Matty Beniers had the perfect vantage 
point in lighting things up both early and late Sunday night for witnessing 
how his focused, relentless team was getting under its opponent’s skin. 

First, it was Beniers rocketing a slap shot past Florida Panthers 
netminder Sergei Bobrovsky with the game barely a minute old on a pass 
to the high slot by Jared McCann off a turnover. Then, with this 5-2 win 
pretty much sealed in the third, Beniers saw frustrated Panthers forward 
Ryan Lomberg slam Kraken defenseman Justin Schultz into the boards 
from behind, prompting Beniers to engage in his first NHL tussle. 

While Lomberg landed the majority of blows as the pair grappled on the 
ice, it was Beniers and the Kraken doing the punching back where it 
counted throughout a game that halted their losing streak at three. 

“We scored on the first shift so that always helps, but after that we kept to 
it,” Beniers said in a postgame dressing room far more boisterous than 
it’s been for the Kraken in a while. “I think we’ve been maybe not 
struggling in the second [period], but having trouble keeping our 
momentum.” 

Florida actually tied the game seven minutes into the second period, 
finally beating an excellent Martin Jones on a bang-bang play with Eric 
Staal one-timing a shot from the slot. But the goal, if anything, seemed to 
energize the visitors more than the home side. 

They regained the lead just 91 seconds later, with Yanni Gourde feeding 
a streaking Andre Burakovsky from the corner and him firing a wrist shot 
off the crossbar and in. And they kept on coming from there; the rink 
tipping so one-sidedly in the Kraken’s direction that frustrated Panthers 
coach Paul Maurice called timeout and ripped into his team, arms flailing 
and cameras rolling, like a father that had caught his teenagers raiding 
the liquor cabinet. 

The gist of Maurice’s tirade seemed to be imploring his players to 
backcheck in front of poor Bobrovsky, who did his best to match Jones 
and keep the Panthers in the game despite some premium Kraken 
scoring chances. But the dam finally broke in the third, with the Kraken 
forechecking pressure and neutral zone shutdown yielding three more 
goals by Jordan Eberle, Daniel Sprong and then Gourde to make it 5-1 
before the Panthers got one back in the final two minutes. 

“I think it was just a recognition that that’s something we’ve been 
struggling with,” Beniers said. “We knew it before the game — play a full 
60 minutes. That was the recognition before the game and it was 
something we kind of harped on and we were able to put it into action 
tonight.” 

It was Beniers who’d circled with the puck in the Panthers’ zone, carried 
it back out toward the point and fired a shot to the net that Eberle 
redirected for a third Kraken goal that — the way Jones was playing — 
pretty much ended things. It wasn’t long after that Lomberg took 
exception to a Schultz high stick and earned a match penalty for 
slamming him defenselessly into the boards. 

There was no immediate postgame word on Schultz, who left the game 
and did not return for the final minutes. Beniers emerged unscathed from 
the flurry of Lomberg punches that landed on him in the ensuing pileup 
after he’d immediately gone back at the Panthers forward and shoved 
him hard. 

Beniers agreed he’s better at landing blows with his shots than his fists 
but had little choice than to start the skirmish given Lomberg’s dangerous 
play. 

“With a hit like that, it’s kind of what you do,” Beniers said. 

And the Kraken, for the most part, never stopped doing what they had to. 

“I think it was a much better effort than what we’ve seen lately,” said 
Gourde, who did a good job of spotting the onrushing Burakovsky ahead 
of his team’s critical third goal. “Much more of a complete game. A much 
more intense game. The compete level was higher.” 

An example of that was the play Oliver Bjorkstrand made just to keep the 
puck inside Florida’s blueline just ahead of Gourde feeding Burakovsky 
for the goal. The Kraken — with Gourde square in the middle of it — also 
stymied the Panthers on three power play attempts after they’d scored 
three times with the man advantage in a 5-1 win eight days prior at 
Climate Pledge Arena. 

They went on to outshoot the Panthers 32-25 overall, clogging up the 
neutral zone and limiting odd-man rushes against that had plagued them 
during their losing streak. And when that wasn’t enough, goalie Jones did 
the rest — especially on a first-period penalty kill in which the Panthers 
unleashed five shots. 

But Jones stopped them all. The highlight was his kick-save on an Eetu 
Luostarinen redirect attempt from point-blank range in the slot. 

“He was phenomenal,” Gourde said. “That was a great game by him.” 

And one that coach Dave Hakstol’s team badly needed to improve to 16-
8-3 overall and 9-2-1 on the road with two more away games this trip at 
Tampa Bay and Carolina. 

“This morning we talked to getting back to who we are,” Hakstol said. “A 
little bit better at 5-on-5 and a little bit better in terms of how we checked 
and how we skated and we did that tonight.” 

And in the process, overcame their first real adversity after a somewhat 
surprising start that’s had them challenging for the Pacific Division lead. 

“I mean, we’d lost three in a row,” Hakstol said. “And we needed that 60-
minute performance to be able to push back in the right direction and our 
players did that.” 
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Samantha Holloway ascends to top of Kraken organization as new co-
owner 

 

Dec. 11, 2022 at 4:00 am Updated Dec. 11, 2022 at 12:04 pm   

By Geoff Baker  

Seattle Times staff reporter 

 

Sitting in bluejeans with her schoolteacher husband to watch the Kraken 
play at Climate Pledge Arena isn’t quite the expected image of a new 
Seattle sports team power broker. 

But Samantha Holloway, who in recent weeks quietly joined her 
billionaire father David Bonderman as the equal co-owner of the second-
year NHL franchise, is all about forging her own identity. Earning respect 
as a business leader in her own right became paramount before 
Holloway allowed herself to entertain joint ventures with her dad. 

“My father has been hugely successful, and I respect him immensely, 
and there’s a tremendous amount to learn from him,” Holloway, 42, said 
last week in discussing her new top-ranking Kraken role, which becomes 
public knowledge Monday when she’ll assume the team’s seat at the 
NHL board of governors meetings in Florida. “And that comes with a lot 
of perks, and it’s also very difficult. And so I made it a point to go out on 
my own and do my own thing for a long time, start several companies 
and work within tech as a founder and investor.” 
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But founding two tech companies, one of which she sold two years ago, 
isn’t as public facing as being a female co-owner in a major men’s pro 
sports league. Holloway becomes the NHL’s third principal female team 
owner, joining Ann Walton Kroenke of the Colorado Avalanche and Kim 
Pegula of the Buffalo Sabres, who co-owns that team with her husband, 
Terry. 

“I think there’s definitely some extreme importance in me elevating to this 
role,” Holloway said. “And what I can do not only for this organization, but 
broadly for the sport. And I hope to do that.” 

Holloway should see her public persona expanded even further as she 
pursues her family’s goal of reviving the NBA in Seattle. Bonderman is a 
Boston Celtics minority owner and said in a February 2018 interview he’d 
sell that stake and be “in the thick of the fray” of Seattle ownership if a 
team becomes available. 

Holloway said she’ll spearhead those NBA pursuits. 

“I think that the Kraken is a new brand and extremely important to this 
city and our family, and we need to grow this brand and make a hockey 
fan out of everybody here,” she said. “As a separate endeavor, we 
believe this town needs a basketball team as well — or an NBA team, as 
it has a great WNBA team already. And our family is prepared to work on 
making that a reality as we built the arena to be able to do that as well.”  

Holloway said she’s prepared for the public aspect of primary team 
ownership; Selling her Denver-area home in July and relocating to 
Seattle with her husband, Greg, and two children to be an on-site 
presence. 

She’d initially bought a minority investor’s stake when Bonderman and 
sports partner Jerry Bruckheimer were awarded the franchise in 
December 2018. Last March, while commuting from Colorado, she 
became chair of the team’s powerful executive committee of owners. 

But this latest ascension puts Holloway on par with Bonderman in the 
team’s decision-making hierarchy, after he named her co-chair and co-
owner. And best positioned locally, with Bonderman now 80 and often 
preoccupied with other matters in his TPG Capital global investment 
empire. 

Look at the Climate Pledge owner’s suite any home game, you’ll likely 
spot Holloway and her husband seated in the front row wearing 
bluejeans and casual jackets. Last week, with the Montreal Canadiens 
visiting, the couple entertained suite guests ranging from team 
employees to the cousin of onetime Seahawks star and Kraken minority 
investor Marshawn Lynch. 

But once the puck dropped, it was out of the suite’s lounge area and to 
their seats. 

“Sam has always loved her sports,” said her husband, who spent 16 
years teaching math and leading field trips at the K-8 Logan School in 
Denver, then worked with middle-school and high-school students as 
director of life skills at the city’s Tennyson Center. “You have to pry her 
away sometimes.” 

The pair met at the University of Michigan when he was a sophomore 
and Holloway a freshman. 

Holloway played high-school basketball, soccer and softball in 
Washington, D.C. She picked Michigan partly because she’d been a 
huge fan of its “Fab Five” men’s basketball team a decade prior. 

Her sports fandom allows a self-described “super competitive” Holloway 
to enjoy Kraken games. But she’ll avoid carrying the nightly results into 
her day job too much. 

“You can’t be super emotional about everything, because there are a lot 
of ups and downs,” she said. “My son cried after the opening game 
[against Vegas] because we lost at home. And I had to explain that you 
can never win every game. That’s an important lesson in life, too. You 
learn from them, and you move forward.” 

Holloway handled the customer side of GoSpotCheck, the tech company 
she sold. So working on fan engagement with the Kraken was a natural 
fit. 

Engagement wasn’t always great last season, when the Kraken sported 
the NHL’s third-worst record. But Holloway feels a foundation was built 
and is now growing, with the team improved and players getting out into 
the community post-pandemic without restrictions. 

“I think it’s important to understand where fans are coming from and how 
dedicated people can be to something that’s your city’s sports team,” she 
said. “And to understand the emotional ups and downs of a fan and what 
can enhance their experience at the arena when we win and when we 
lose. Because there’s things you can control and things you can’t. But 
having empathy for your fans and your customers is extremely 
important.” 

Holloway meets regularly with team executives, including in hockey 
operations. She had lunch last week at the Kraken Community Iceplex 
with coach Dave Hakstol and chats frequently with general manager Ron 
Francis and team president Victor de Bonis, who is joining her at the 
board of governors meetings. 

“It’s super interesting,” Holloway said. “Because there’s a different 
perspective than you get while watching the game when you really know 
the folks and you’ve debriefed with them.” 

One of Holloway’s moves as executive committee chair last March was 
promoting chief operating officer de Bonis to president, leaving Tod 
Leiweke focused on CEO duties. It’s been speculated the move leaves 
Leiweke positioned to manage any future Bonderman-family-owned 
holding company overseeing both an NHL and NBA franchise. 

For now, Leiweke’s only dual responsibility is sharing his Iceplex office 
with Holloway pending a more permanent arrangement. He’s kept the 
bigger desk. 

Kraken minority owner Mitch Garber, who’s worked closely with 
Bonderman for years and knows Holloway well, said she’s unpretentious 
about such things. 

“What you see with her is what you get,” Garber said. 

And Kraken fans should see plenty. Holloway often has lunch among 
them at the team’s practice facility, with most never realizing she’s now 
the team’s owner. 

A handful of people around the league are already aware of her 
increased power. 

“In some ways it’s not any different,” she said. “I find that people are very 
respectful, especially within this organization. We have a lot of female 
leaders, and a lot of times I’m not the only female in the room. 

“I think in the broader ecosystem there’s still change that needs to 
happen,” she added. “But the NHL has been very supportive.” 
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Kraken snap skid as Burakovsky helps beat Panthers 5-2 

 

Dec 11, 2022, 6:34 PM | Updated: 8:27 PM 

Staff Report 

 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Andre Burakovsky scored the go-ahead goal 
midway through the second period and the Seattle Kraken beat the 
Florida Panthers 5-2 on Sunday night. 
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Kraken 5, Panthers 2: Stats 

Matty Beniers, Jordan Eberle, Daniel Sprong and Yanni Gourde also 
scored to help Seattle snap a three-game losing streak. Martin Jones 
finished with 23 saves as the Kraken improved to 3-1 all-time against the 
Panthers — including 2-0 in Florida. 

“We wanted to get back to who we are,” Seattle coach Dave Hakstol 
said. “We had lost three in a row so we needed that 60-minute 
performance in order to push back in the right direction. Our players did 
that. … I thought we were pretty consistent, our special teams were solid 
and contributed to the win. Goaltending was solid. That’s what it takes to 
get a good road win.” 

Eric Staal and Chris Tierney scored for the Panthers, who have lost two 
straight and three of four. Sergei Bobrovsky had 27 saves while starting 
for the second straight night with Spencer Knight out due to illness. 

“There were an awful lot of difficulty in some basic things in our game,” 
Florida coach Paul Maurice said. “We had trouble moving the puck. 
There are physical turnovers and mental ones and we had a little bit of 
both. … As the game wore on, you saw the mental aspect. We started a 
little bit off then they pushed and I don’t think we found a way to get 
better during the game.” 

Seattle opened the scoring 1:04 into the game when Beniers scored on a 
turnover deep in the Florida zone. It was his 11th of the season. 

The Panthers tied the score at 7:34 of the second when Staal scored his 
first goal in more than 18 months. The veteran center, who did not play in 
the NHL last season, signed a one-year deal with Florida in October. 

Burakovsky then gave Seattle the lead for good 1:31 later with his 10th of 
the season. 

Florida was unable to tie the score on a power-play chance in the third 
and Eberle scored his seventh soon after it ended to give the Kraken a 3-
1 lead at 7:15. 

“I think it was a much better effort than we had seen lately,” Gourde said. 
“It was a much more complete game, our compete level was higher. 
Everything was better tonight.” 

The Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg was hit with a two-minute penalty for 
roughing and a five-minute major for boarding a little more than four 
minutes later. The Kraken took advantage as Sprong scored on the 
power play with 4:51 left for his sixth. 

“One timer…BANG” 
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Stars forward Denis Gurianov, up-and-down this season, played best 
game vs. Detroit 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

For one afternoon, Denis Gurianov looked like the answer. 

All season, the Stars have searched for another option in their top nine, 
and not finding much. Gurianov was given a trial to no avail, and the hole 
looks like a blatant one as the Stars play their way into contender status 
in the Western Conference. 

But in the Stars’ 3-2 overtime win over the Red Wings on Saturday 
afternoon, Gurianov looked a bit the part. Gurianov scored his second 
goal of the season, and finished with five shot attempts in 12:55 of ice 
time. 

“Great, best game he’s played since I’ve been here,” Stars coach Pete 
DeBoer said. 

Gurianov: “Just trying to play my best game, using my strong size, 
speed, shot. Today, it goes through.” 

It hasn’t always been so smooth for Gurianov this season. 

He was a healthy scratch in October. He missed six games in November 
with an upper-body injury. Before scoring on Saturday, he went 10 
games without a goal. 

In the past week, Gurianov showed flashes of his speed, darting through 
defenders and cutting to the net. His effort on backchecks has been 
noted, and he’s been given more powerplay time after beginning the 
season not on either unit. 

But he’s also been a liability in his own zone. Against Toronto, he 
abandoned Auston Matthews in the slot, allowing the Maple Leafs sniper 
time and space to score. Against Ottawa, he left Thomas Chabot 
unmolested at the point, and his shot bounced off Luke Glendening and 
in. 

Asked Saturday morning about Gurianov’s recent games, with “flashes 
but also some pretty big lulls,” DeBoer simply pointed back at the 
reporter and joked “quote yourself on that.” 

“Every game is a new experience for me,” Gurianov said. “If you’re 
thinking about [not scoring], what happened yesterday, a couple days 
ago, maybe worse [for you]. Try and not think about it, and my 
teammates help me with that, and my family as well. All good.” 

During Saturday’s game, DeBoer thought enough of Gurianov’s game to 
move him up in the lineup. He began the game on the fourth line with 
Joel Kiviranta and Luke Glendening, and finished with Jamie Benn and 
Wyatt Johnston. 

“I wanted to reward Denis,” DeBoer said. “Like I said, it’s the best game 
I’ve seen him play here. That was the start of it. We didn’t have any 
passengers tonight, it’s not that anyone was playing poorly, when you 
see a guy on his game like that, you want to reward that.” 

In many ways, Gurianov is the key to the Stars’ season. 

If he can produce consistently in the top nine, the Stars will gladly accept 
it. If he cannot, then next steps can be addressed. 

Gurianov — and his $2.9 million cap hit — would be among the prime 
options to trade should the Stars go looking for help at the trade 
deadline. He would likely benefit from a change in scenery, and would 
open up cap space for the Stars to acquire a player. (Anton Khudobin 
would be another option.) 

But to get to that point, there will have to be plenty of games that don’t 
resemble Gurianov’s performance on Saturday. 

Briefly: The Stars did not practice on Sunday, and travelled to Pittsburgh 
for the start of a five-game road trip that also stops in New Jersey, 
Washington, Carolina and Columbus. 
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Weekend NHL rankings: The red hot Maple Leafs make their case for the 
top 5 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

Yes, the Leafs are in. 
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Sorry to ruin the suspense, but I’m guessing the slow build to a big reveal 
wouldn’t have worked. The Leafs have been among the hottest teams in 
the league for well over a month now. Since that disastrous 0-for-3 road 
trip through California that had overdramatic morons rending garments, 
the Leafs have gone 14-1-4, and are now on pace for 119 points. 

And yes, I hear you: But the playoffs. I get it. If you think the Leafs’ 
history of first-round failure is less about luck and more about some 
fundamental flaw, then you don’t really care about what they’re doing in 
November and December. After all, this top five is about who’s going to 
win the Cup, not who’s hot right now, and you might insist that we all 
know the Leafs aren’t winning four playoff rounds. Even if you don’t buy 
the choking narrative, the Lightning are still looming as a first-round 
rematch, so the path out of the Atlantic is rough. 

We could make that argument for most teams — the age of parity means 
there just aren’t any easy matchups anymore. But OK, you’re still not 
sold on the Leafs. Let’s use this week’s bonus top five to make the case 
for why they’re cracking the real thing for the first time since the 2020-21 
season. 

Top five reasons the Leafs are finally in the top five 

5. Because they’re just rolling right now — It’s true that “right now” 
matters less in these rankings than in others, but we can’t ignore it 
completely, especially when the hot streak is accounting for about two-
thirds of the season. Pick your arbitrary cutoff, and the Leafs’ record 
looks great. They’ve won three straight and eight of nine, have points in 
14 straight and have one regulation loss since you were still working on 
your Halloween costume. Oh, and they’ve done most of that without their 
three-best defensemen, not to mention with a third-string goalie in for a 
good chunk of it. 

4. Because the goaltending is actually good — When they’ve been 
healthy, Matt Murray and Ilya Samsonov have both been very good. 
Murray has a .926 save percentage while Samsonov is at .933. When 
Kyle Dubas rolled the dice on those two guys in the offseason (to plenty 
of skepticism, including my own) we all wondered if they could give the 
Leafs average goaltending. Not many of us wondered what would 
happen if they were actually good. For now, they have been. And yes, 
I’m letting that “for now” hang in there, especially with Murray looking 
shaky against Calgary on Saturday. But goaltending is weird, and I’ve 
been told that sometimes it can even be weird in a team’s favor. If that 
happens to the Leafs, even for just one season, look out. 

3. Because the stars are dominating — The knock on the Leafs has 
always been that they spent their cap on four star forwards, and even 
when one guy is winning the MVP or another is winning first-team all-star 
honors, you just never saw all four guys on top of their game at once. But 
lately, all four guys have been crushing it. Mitch Marner’s streak is a big 
story, Auston Matthews is heating back up after a slow start, John 
Tavares carried the offense early on, and William Nylander might be the 
best of any of them these days, including five points on Saturday. If all 
four guys are rolling, this team starts to look unstoppable. 

The Leafs have scored 64 goals since Nov. 1. 

Auston Matthews, William Nylander, John Tavares, and Mitch Marner 
have scored 42 of them. 

That’s 66 percent of the goals. 

— Jonas Siegel (@jonassiegel) December 11, 2022 

2. Because reverse jinxes aren’t real — They’re just not, and anyone with 
half a brain knows that. I think. I’m pretty sure. Oh hockey gods, what 
have I done, this is all going to be my fault… 

1. Because they’re not who you think they are — Nobody can ignore the 
Leafs because the hockey world won’t let you, but if you’re only vaguely 
following them then you probably know the script: They score a lot but 
can’t play defense, they blow leads, they’re easy to play against, and 
that’s why it never works in the playoffs. Trade Nylander for a stay-at-
home defenseman! And sure, there have been some stretches where 

that was true. But this year, Sheldon Keefe has them playing exactly the 
sort of attention-to-detail style that their critics have been calling for. 
They’re outside the top ten in scoring but in the top five for goals against. 
They had back-to-back shutouts this week, and have given up two goals 
or less in 12 of 19 during their hot streak. And again, that’s with half of 
their defense missing. The Leafs finally learning how to play defense 
would be a real “the raptor just figured out how doorknobs work” moment 
if it sticks. 

Add it all up, and yeah, it’s a top-five team. At least for this week. Go 
ahead and make a note to remind me about all of this in late April. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of winning the Stanley Cup. 

It would be very funny if, after all of that, I just did a top five without the 
Leafs in it. Man, it’s tempting. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (18-5-6, +23 true goals differential*) — I’m a big 
Darryl Sutter guy, but that was some weak sauce from the Flames coach 
on Saturday, when he basically went into conspiracy land to suggest that 
the Leafs got special treatment from the refs. As James Mirtle points out, 
that just doesn’t make sense, and it would be nice to know which high-
stick to the face Sutter thinks shouldn’t have been called. 

The Leafs are 28th in PPs awarded per game the past five years… 
https://t.co/vWLucQlH0e 

— James Mirtle (@mirtle) December 11, 2022 

4. Vegas Golden Knights (20-9-1, +16) — They’re fading, especially at 
home. That said, playing the Bruins is tough and then losing isn’t exactly 
a cause for concern, especially when they’re missing some big pieces. 
I’m interested to see what they do in Winnipeg tomorrow, though. 

3. New Jersey Devils (21-5-1, +37) — They lost to the Islanders on 
Friday but I’m still going to move them up a spot to a season-high third, 
because I just want to do something nice for the three Devils fans we 
have left. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (14-10-2, +7) — They’d lost four straight before 
yesterday’s comeback over the Blues, and still have just five points in 
their last seven games. They also have so many guys on the injured list. 
You could absolutely make the case for moving the champs down a spot 
or two, and I would have if anyone else had made an especially strong 
case to move up. But there’s no way I’m dropping them out altogether 
with so much of their lineup on the shelf. Long-term view, remember. (But 
if they lose to the Flyers and Sabres this week, they’re in the bottom five.) 

1. Boston Bruins (22-4-1, +48) — They lost in regulation to the Coyotes 
but beat the Golden Knights because nothing makes sense in the NHL, 
but the Bruins are still clearly the league’s top team and there really isn’t 
even all that much to debate about it. So instead, let’s use this spot to 
close the book on the week’s dumbest controversy: Zdeno Chara’s claim 
that the turning point of the 2011 Finals came when the Bruins found out 
that the Canucks had been practicing their Cup handoff on TD Garden 
ice. 

We all agree this definitely didn’t happen, right? 

It doesn’t even make sense. Put aside what a galactically dumb thing that 
would be for a team to do. Who needs to practice lifting a trophy? That 
isn’t a thing. And while it’s a nice way to twist the knife on the Canucks, 
the implication here is that the Bruins were somehow in the Stanley Cup 
Finals and yet not fully motivated to try hard until they saw/heard a weird 
story. Sorry, no chance. 

Kevin Bieksa wasn’t very happy about the whole thing on Hockey Night 
in Canada, and he got to say his piece. Now that he has, let’s never 
speak of this again. 

"One of the dumbest things we've ever heard clearly, and we work with 
Elliotte."@kbieksa3 addresses Zdeno Chara's comments about the 2011 
Vancouver Canucks. pic.twitter.com/oewsf3IQ8b 
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— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) December 11, 2022 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Detroit Red Wings — If the season ended today, that would 
be too early, and also the Detroit Red Wings would be in the playoffs. 
Does anyone else feel like that’s not getting enough attention? 

After all, this is a team that’s been bad for years. They haven’t made the 
playoffs since 2016, or even finished over .500 in a league where 
everyone does. Not all that long ago, in 2019-20, they had one of the 
worst seasons ever by a non-expansion team. Last year, they missed the 
postseason by 26 points. And yet here they are, well into this season, 
hanging around in the thick of the wildcard race. 

But you don’t hear much about it, and I think I know why. It’s a few 
things, actually, including that the Devils and Kraken have sucked all of 
the ‘wow this bad team is really good now’ oxygen out of the room. 
There’s talent up and down the roster, but no megastar to hang your 
narrative on, at least until Moritz Seider takes the next step. Steve 
Yzerman’s rebuild has been patient to a fault, so there’s no signature 
blockbuster to point to as the turning point (with apologies to Ville 
Husso). 

And then there’s the elephant in room: Maybe people aren’t talking about 
the Red Wings as a playoff team because they don’t think they are one. 

I’ll raise my hand as a guilty party here. Last week I was on two podcasts 
talking about how the East playoffs would shake out, and specifically 
whether teams like the Panthers and Rangers could make it back in, and 
both times we all just kind of hand-waved the Red Wings away. Nice 
story, sure, and it will be good for their young players to play some 
meaningful hockey in the second half. But when push comes to shove, 
the Red Wings will step aside and let one of the more heavily hyped 
teams in. 

Only, what if they don’t? 

The Red Wings have been banking points pretty much all year long; 
they’ve never gone more than two games without a point, and even that’s 
only happened twice. Husso looks very good, Dylan Larkin is having a 
strong season, and Dominik Kubalik has been a sneaky good signing. 
Seider isn’t quite having that Norris breakout we hoped for, but he also 
hasn’t done anything to make us think it won’t happen. And Derek 
Lalonde might not have been a sexy coaching pick like Mike Babcock or 
Sergei Fedorov or whichever other name from Yzerman’s past you 
wanted to dig up, but he sure seems to have been the right one. 

Do I need to start work on my post about all the ways I was wrong about 
yet another team? I’m not there yet. With Florida and New York and 
(maybe) Washington all gunning for a spot, I still think a near-miss is a 
far more likely outcome for Detroit. But that will still be a heck of a story, 
especially as rebuilding teams like Buffalo and Ottawa have shown that 
it’s never as easy as just flipping a switch. Yzerman’s insistence on 
patience and his refusal to make big bold moves has been frustrating for 
instant-gratification hacks like me, but it’s working. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards dead last, and the best lottery 
odds for Connor Bedard. 

It’s not often that the most memorable play of the week happens on a 
bench, but here we are: 

Chabot swings his stick into Hamonic on the bench 
pic.twitter.com/lqPKDKGjVj 

— Kevin Lee (@BringBackLee) December 10, 2022 

The Senators won that game, so if I understand how hockey superstition 
works then I have some bad news for Travis Hamonic about what has to 
happen once a game for the rest of the season. Be a team player, Travis! 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (9-13-7, -25) — They lost to the Knights and the 
Coyotes, but both were in overtime so don’t worry Flyers fans, you still 
lost ground in the lottery race. In other news, the Sharks are playing .383 
hockey and still can’t crack the bottom five. Real ‘almost but not quite 
nobody believes in us’ energy. 

4. Columbus Blue Jackets (10-15-2, -30) — They were victimized by 
Tage Thompson for his five-goal game. But against human opponents, 
they’ve been slightly better, including a nice rebound win over the Flames 
and last night’s OT win over the Kings. 

3. Arizona Coyotes (9-13-4, -22) — They spent the weekend beating 
both the Bruins and the Flyers. In the power rankings business, we call 
that running the gamut. 

2. Chicago Blackhawks (7-15-4, -30) — The tank is rolling now, and there 
are no signs of it slowing down. They’ve won just one of their last 12, and 
have one goal in their last three games. It’s bleak, which of course was 
the plan. If you’re a Hawks fan, you’re better off watching the prospects 
in the World Juniors camps than the big league team these days. 

1. Anaheim Ducks (7-18-3, -50) — Here’s a fun stat I stumbled on: Their 
6-1 loss to the Sharks on Friday dropped their record in games settled by 
two goals or more to zero and 15. That seems bad, but I’ll ask Dom to 
run the numbers to make sure. 

Not ranked: Nashville Predators — I’ll be honest, I like to get as many 
teams as I can into this section. But I’m not sure I’ll be able to this year, 
because we’re quickly moving towards a season where there are going 
to be about eight or nine really bad teams and everyone else will be too 
good to be worth a bottom-five mention. I’m not going to suggest why 
that might be, because the official league policy on the matter is that we 
pretend we do not see it. But whatever’s happening, I don’t want to just 
keep mentioning the same teams over and over, so consider this fair 
warning that we’re going to use this section to occasionally spotlight 
teams that aren’t actually bad. 

I think that applies to the Predators, although I’m open to arguments. 
They’ve rebounded nicely from an ugly start, one that had them at 3-6-1 
through 10. That made you look smart if you weren’t quite buying last 
year’s playoff appearance. But they followed that with nine wins in their 
next 13, including decisions over solid teams like the Flames, Wild, 
Islanders (twice) and — most impressively — the Devils. It was enough 
to get them back up over .500 and close to a wildcard spot. 

So that’s good. Not as good were the last two, which were a pair of 
regulation losses. Losing in Tampa is understandable, even for a playoff 
contender, but losing at home to the Senators, not so much. That knocks 
the Predators down to fake .500, good for two spots out of a wildcard 
spot. Not great, but not bad given where some of the pessimists thought 
they’d be. And definitely not worthy of a bottom-five spot, even if that 
won’t stop us from mentioning them here anyway. 

Let’s end this week’s column with some best wishes for Chris Snow and 
his family. The Flames’ assistant GM has been public with his battle 
against ALS, as has his wife Kelsie. Chris was admitted to the hospital 
last week and was placed on a ventilator. He’s a fighter, so it was a relief 
but not a surprise to see Sunday’s update: 

Chris’ voice is quiet and hoarse from the tube but one of the first things 
he said was, “I did it.”      

— Kelsie Snow (@kelsieswrites) December 11, 2022 

We’re thinking of you, Chris and Kelsie. 
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NHL99: Stan Mikita transformed hockey sticks, and also the tenor of his 
game 
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Aaron Portzline 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

Stan Mikita was arguably the NHL’s most dominant player in the 1960s. 
He led the Chicago Blackhawks to the Stanley Cup in 1961, in just his 
second season, led the league in scoring four times during a five-year 
stretch, and played with a quick-trigger temper that was rare among elite 
players. 

At 5-foot-9, 170 pounds, Mikita was an undersized center with an 
outsized attitude. He was a sublime scorer and playmaker and, in the 
early years of his career, an insufferable pest to opponents and NHL 
officials. 

When he retired during the 1979-80 season, only two players — Gordie 
Howe and Phil Esposito — had scored more points in NHL history. More 
than 40 years later, he’s still 15th on the league’s all-time list, and he’s 
one of only six players to amass 1,400 points and 1,200 penalty minutes 
during his career. 

Bobby Hull, his contemporary superstar teammate with the Blackhawks, 
called Mikita “the greatest pound-for-pound hockey player who ever 
lived,” and once famously described him as being “tougher than a night in 
jail.” 

But there are two moments from Mikita’s incredible career — two 
snapshot scenes that forever changed him and the game he loved — 
that create for Mikita a legacy that resonates well beyond the numbers. 

The first moment was borne of a freak accident that cracked and curved 
Mikita’s stick near the end of a Blackhawks scrimmage early in his 
career. A few after-practice shots with the misshaped stick gave Mikita 
an idea, and before long his curved stick became a trend that overtook 
the NHL and forced the league to adapt its rulebook. 

The other, a couple of years later, was an eye-opening comment from his 
infant daughter, Meg, that prompted Mikita to dramatically change his 
style of play and allowed his game to reach new heights. It established 
him as one of Chicago’s and the NHL’s most beloved players — one who 
comes in at No. 47 on our list of the greatest NHL players of the modern 
era — and gave him a capacity to become a philanthropist and 
ambassador until his death in 2018. 

Master tinkerer 

Mikita had a creative mind and was a master tinkerer, two characteristics 
that prevailed long past the end of his hockey career. But the idea to 
bend his stick blade came to him through a mixture of happenstance and 
weary legs. 

He told the story hundreds of times, but never gave a more detailed 
account than in his biography, “Stan Mikita, Forever A Blackhawk,” 
written with legendary Chicago scribe Bob Verdi. 

“I got the puck in our zone and started to carry it up along the right 
boards,” Mikita wrote. “I was checked into the door that opens and closes 
to the players’ bench, and my stick got caught in the crack in the 
doorway. Because I was still moving and the stick was imbedded, 
something had to give. 

“I heard a crunching noise and then I let go of the stick. When I went 
back to retrieve it, I noticed that the blade had been bent slightly. It had a 
curve, like a banana.” 

Chicago Stadium, which was the Blackhawks’ home until it closed in 
1994, had a configuration that’s hard to imagine in today’s arenas. The 

Blackhawks’ dressing room was located under the ice level, meaning 
players went up or down 22 stairs to travel back and forth to the ice. 

At the end of a lengthy preseason scrimmage, Mikita didn’t care to make 
the trip to the dressing room, and he was down to his last stick. So he 
finished the scrimmage with his splintered stick. 

“Before I left the ice, I saw a puck just laying there and I took a shot with 
the curved stick,” Mikita noted. “The puck not only sounded different but it 
acted different coming off that curved blade. I took a few more shots. 
Same thing. 

“The pucks came off at different angles and with more velocity than they 
would with a straight blade.” 

The seed was planted. Two days later, Mikita stayed after practice to 
work with his sticks. His adoptive father, Joe, was a carpenter, so he’d 
picked up a few woodworking tips along the way and incorporated them 
in his work. 

At first the experiments were crude. He’d run the stickblade under hot 
water or soak them in hot water, then wedge the blade under a door and 
gradually lift the shaft until the blade started to curve. Once he liked the 
bend, he’d remove the stick and soak it in ice water to harden it. 

For a month or so, he continued to work in silence, often for hours after 
the rest of the Blackhawks had gone home. 

“Every day was a new day of experimenting,” Mikita told Verdi. 

He used a blowtorch. He tried vice grips. He used the Blackhawks 
medical staff’s hydrocollator overnight to make the wood extra flexible. 

“Eventually we latched on to the propane torches that the trainers were 
using,” Mikita said. “You’d get the wood soaked first so it wouldn’t leave 
scorch marks on the blade.” 

To many, a curved stick was seen as impractical. For all of the power 
and unpredictability it created on a shot, it made backhand passing and 
backhand shooting much more difficult. That’s why every stick came from 
the manufacturer with a flat blade. 

“It did affect my backhand,” Mikita said. “As a center, I had a right wing to 
think about, too, so I continued to play with (curving) the blade. 

“If it was 12 inches long, I’d have it run straight for about nine inches 
starting with the heel so I could still pass the puck off the backhand. And 
then the last three inches, by the toe, would be curved like a cradle.” 

The curve gave the puck added acceleration on wrist shots, adding a 
whipsaw effect. On slap shots, it made the puck dance in ways that 
befuddled goaltenders who were used to the predictability of a puck 
launched from a flat blade. The curve on the tip also made it easier to 
elevate pucks. 

Mikita started using his curved sticks in games about a month later. 
Bobby Hull asked Mikita to fashion one of Hull’s sticks, and soon he was 
a convert. Before long, a swell of players across the NHL were bending 
and curving their sticks. 

“I can pull the puck in and shoot it all in one motion before the goaltender 
knows I’m shooting,” Hull told TIME magazine in 1969. “The hook hugs 
the puck, and I can get a little action on it. It’ll drop or it’ll rise, and I know 
which way it’s going by the way I follow through.” 

The biggest critics, to no one’s surprise, were NHL goaltenders. The 
curves that Mikita, Hull and others started using were almost cartoon 
versions of stick blades seen today. They called them “banana curves,” 
and that wasn’t too far from the truth. 

The most vocal critic was New York Rangers goaltender Eddie Giacomin, 
who made an official complaint to the NHL about Mikita’s new-fangled 
sticks and started an outcry that eventually led to the league taking 
action. 
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In 1970, the NHL made a rule that limited sticks to no more than a half-
inch curve from heel to toe, a rule that still is in place today. 

Others have taken credit for curving their sticks before Mikita popularized 
it. Bert Olmstead, who retired just as Mikita was beginning his NHL 
career, was said to have used a curved stick blade in the 1940s. Andy 
Bathgate of the New York Rangers claimed well after his career ended 
that Mikita actually borrowed one of his sticks in a game and, ultimately, 
borrowed his idea. 

But nobody can deny that Mikita pushed the trend into the hockey 
mainstream, and hockey sticks have never been the same. 

“If you asked a hundred people like me, ‘Who do you associate with the 
first curved stick?'” Verdi said. “Probably 99 of them would say, ‘Mikita.'” 

Kenny McCudden was a Blackhawks stick boy for the final two seasons 
of Mikita’s career, and the two fostered a friendship that lasted the rest of 
his life. McCudden later worked for Mikita at a suburban Chicago golf 
course and is now an assistant coach with the Columbus Blue Jackets. 

“I brought Stan one of his old sticks about 15 years ago and asked him 
how long it would take him to hone a stick like that,” McCudden said. “He 
smiled and said, ‘Oh, a good 30 or 35 minutes.’ 

“The blade is shaved. The handle is shaved. The shaft is shaved. These 
sticks had a lot of work done to them, and he said. But he had it down to 
a real routine. 

“To hold one of his sticks was pretty special, because every stick he used 
had the work of his hands on it. It was master crafted.” 

McCudden is also a collector of hockey memorabilia, including several 
sticks and items gathered from Mikita. Earlier this season, to the delight 
of Mikita’s family, McCudden gave one of Mikita’s old sticks to Pittsburgh 
Penguins star Sidney Crosby, who is building a private collection. 

He also has in his possession a Mikita stick that is proof of his constant 
tinkering — a carbon-fiber stick custom made for him by a Chicago 
manufacturer in 1973. 

“Stan was so innovative,” McCudden said. “He might have been the first 
person to invent the carbon fiber stick we have today. 

“This was a prototype. It couldn’t hold up to the way the game is played 
today. They had raw materials. But that’s how he was thinking. The 
curved stick may have just been the beginning.” 

Wake-up call 

Mikita was an impulsive, irascible player when he arrived in the NHL in 
1959. Small players had to learn to push back or they could be bullied 
out of the league, but Mikita was a confrontational type from the start, 
most often the instigator. 

“When he first came into the league, he was just full of piss and vinegar,” 
said Forbes Kennedy, who played 12 NHL seasons for Chicago, Detroit, 
Boston, Philadelphia and Toronto, and spent many nights trying to check 
Mikita. 

“He wasn’t going to get pushed around and he damn sure wasn’t going to 
get chased out out of the league. If you backed down in those days, 
you’re gone. There were only six teams. They’d just go find somebody 
else if you couldn’t do it.” 

From 1960-65, Mikita was one of the NHL’s most prolific scorers and 
most penalized players, a rare balance. 

In those five seasons combined, he was second in scoring (382 points) 
behind only Bobby Hull (384) and fourth in penalty minutes (560) behind 
only Carl Brewer (623), Reg “The Ruffian” Fleming (593) and Pierre 
Pilote (569). 

And he wasn’t taking umbrage with just opponents, but NHL officials. In 
that same span, he had 16 misconducts (including two game 
misconducts), more than any other player in the league. 

His wife, Jill, noticed his shrunken paychecks. (The league deducted $25 
for every 10-minute misconduct and $100 for each game misconduct.) 

His daughter, Meg, who wasn’t quite 2 years old, noticed something else. 

“Why does Daddy always sit by himself,” she asked Jill during a 
Blackhawks game vs. the New York Rangers in 1965. “Why doesn’t he 
sit with his friends like Uncle Kenny (Wharram) and Uncle Bobby (Hull).” 

Put another way: “Why was he always in the penalty box?” 

The question, when relayed to Mikita by his wife, staggered him. 

“If our baby daughter sees this and feels something is wrong, why can’t 
I?” Mikita writes in his biography. “Maybe I was spending too much time 
serving penalties for my own good and for the good of the team.” 

Mikita had averaged 114 penalty minutes per season during his first six 
full seasons in the league. The next season, 1965-66, he cut his penalty 
minutes down to 58. 

“It’s amazing. It’s like he was a different person,” said Verdi, who covered 
Mikita for the Chicago Tribune over the last half of Mikita’s career. 

“He realized, ‘What good am I in the penalty box? I can’t score from 
there. I’m not helping anybody.” 

Mikita made it a point to stop berating officials after every call against the 
Blackhawks, too, he said. During one game, veteran NHL official John 
Ashley approached Mikita during a stoppage and put his hand on his 
forehead as if he was checking his temperature. 

Once Mikita got a taste of the extra ice time, it became his goal to stay 
out of the box entirely. He started to focus on cutting back on what he 
called the “lazy” penalties, the obstruction calls like hooking, tripping, 
holding, etc. 

In 1966-67, he had just 12 penalty minutes and set a career high with 97 
points. The next season, he had just 14 PIMs and set a career high with 
40 goals. 

In 1966-67 and ’67-68, he won the Lady Byng Memorial Trophy, which is 
given annually to the player who best exemplifies sportsmanship and 
gentlemanly conduct. Mikita also won the Hart Trophy (league MVP) and 
Art Ross Trophy (most points) in those seasons, becoming the only NHL 
player to win those three trophies in the same season. 

Of the three trophies, the Hart and the Art Ross are most impressive. But 
the Lady Byng was the most surprising. 

“I guarantee you,” Mikita said, “if you had placed a wager during my first 
few seasons in the NHL that I would someday be hailed for 
sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct, you would have gotten some 
really long odds.” 

Mikita, who played parts of 22 seasons with Chicago and never dressed 
for any other NHL club, was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 
1983, just three seasons after he retired. He is commemorated with a 
larger-than-life statute outside the United Center, just across the street 
from the old Chicago Stadium. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets maintain faith in their game despite small bump 
against Capitals 

 

Ken Wiebe 

 

WINNIPEG — The temptation is to toss this outing into that small pile of 
games to review and ultimately discard. 
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The list of no-shows have been the exception, rather than the general 
rule and to be honest, this one won’t fall in that category either. 

Lessons to learn and things to avoid that show up on the review of the 
game film? 

Absolutely. 

A lack of execution at times? 

No doubt. 

Cause for five-alarm fire levels of concern? 

Not even close. 

Through 27 games, the Winnipeg Jets have been a consistent bunch, a 
group head coach Rick Bowness and his staff have been able to count 
on to put forth a sound and often structured effort. 

Sure, there have been a few outliers - the recent disheartening defeat to 
the Columbus Blue Jackets and a stinker last month against the 
Minnesota Wild immediately come to mind - but the Jets were riding a 
four-game winning streak heading into Sunday’s outing and their record 
left them in top spot in the Western Conference, at least in terms of point 
percentage. 

So while the 5-2 loss to the Washington Capitals won’t go down as 
anything near the template for how the Jets are trying to look, a dramatic 
overreaction isn’t the smart play either. 

Sure, the Jets had some trouble with the Capitals trapping style in the 
neutral zone, which prevented them from gaining much speed or doing 
the necessary things when it came to zone entries or dump-in retrievals. 

Although this season has yet to reach the midway point, the Jets have 
been able to build some goodwill when it comes to the ability to rebound 
and regroup. 

That’s precisely what will be required when the Jets welcome the Vegas 
Golden Knights to town on Tuesday as this three-game homestand 
continues. 

“We’re a good team. We’re in first place for a reason,” said Bowness. 
"We’ll bounce back. We know we haven’t played well against Vegas. We 
played terrible the two games in there. We got a really good team coming 
in again and we know we’re a lot better than tonight, a lot better than 
what we showed in Vegas. Now, we’ve got to bounce back.”  

Going into Sunday’s tilt, there was plenty of talk about the Alex Ovechkin 
watch, as he continues his pursuit of Gordie Howe for second place on 
the all-time goals list. 

While the Jets were able to mostly contain Ovechkin, it was the Capitals 
supporting cast that did the damage before the Russian winger deposited 
No. 797 into the empty net with 2:12 left in regulation. 

Whether it was Evgeny Kuznetsov sneaking behind the Jets defence to 
accept a crisp pass from John Carlson for a power play goal or Marcus 
Johansson burying a backhand deke after a beautiful fake for a rare 
penalty shot marker while shorthanded, the Capitals were the better team 
in this one. 

But given the number of significant rallies around the NHL this season, 
the Jets weren’t about to throw in the towel after allowing four goals in 
the second period. 

“We can score,” said Bowness. “Especially the way we finished the last 
four or five minutes of that second period. We just talked, we’re still in 
this thing. There have been a lot of comebacks in this league. We got 
that early first one, that helped, getting the second one helped, we just 
didn’t get that third one. We didn’t go into that third period on our heels 
thinking ‘this game is over.’ We thought we still had a chance.” 

For those who simply took a cursory glance at the game sheet, this 
wasn’t a goaltending issue for the Jets either. 

Connor Hellebuyck was the reason the Jets survived a sleepy start (the 
shots on goal were 8-1 for the Capitals at one point and this wasn’t one 
of those times when the quality of those chances was on the less-
dangerous side). 

Hellebuyck’s play allowed the Jets to turn the tide, although they weren’t 
able to turn that into offence until a pair of goals in the opening 3:29 of 
the third period that prompted Capitals head coach Peter Laviolette to 
use his timeout to try and stop the momentum. 

“It’s a good response. It’s good desperation. We competed all the way to 
the end, we just can’t have those lapses,” said Jets defenceman Neal 
Pionk. “We knew we hadn't played our best but we knew we were going 
to get scoring chances. We had a few in the first and second so we 
knew... We said, 'In the first five minutes, (if) we get one, you never know 
what can happen.'” 

Ultimately, an inability to cash in on a double minor to Lars Eller for high-
sticking during the second period proved to be costly for the Jets, who 
finished zero-for-3 in the game and lost the special teams battle 2-0 — 
allowing one goal on the power play and another while shorthanded. 

“Yeah, we’ve talked about how our power play isn’t going to be 100 per 
cent. The best power plays, they go 25, 30 per cent. But you want to give 
yourself momentum,” said Dubois. “At times this year the power play has 
been there for us and given us a chance to win or won games for us. 
Other times, like tonight. It’s just not good enough. We’ll talk about it 
tomorrow and get ready for the next game. But we had a huge 
opportunity tonight. And we let the team down for that.” 

After Adam Lowry broke up the shutout bid for Charlie Lindgren 35 
seconds into the third period, Dubois showed some smarts and creativity 
by choking down on his stick before burying a pass from Kyle Connor on 
what was a three-on-one rush, giving him 14 goals on the season. 

What was the inspiration for the instinctive maneuver? 

“I think that was mini sticks. When I used to get a mini stick, I’d put it on 
the stove and put a little curve on it and then go play in the basement,” 
said Dubois. “It was a nice pass by KC, but it was a little in front. It was 
either a torn groin or I made the stick a bit shorter, so I went with the 
second option.” 

AROUND THE GLASS 

The Jets placed forward Saku Maenalanen (suspected right shoulder) 
and defenceman Logan Stanley (left knee) on injured reserve on Sunday 
afternoon and recalled forward Kevin Stenlund from the Manitoba Moose 
of the American Hockey League on an emergency basis — which means 
that another forward is dealing with a nagging issue. Bowness said after 
the game that both Maenalanen and Stanley would be out of the lineup 
for at least a month, joining forwards Nikolaj Ehlers and Mason Appleton 
in that longer-term category…With his third period assist, Jets 
defenceman Josh Morrissey tied his career high for helpers in what was 
just his 27th game of the campaign…Jets centre Mark Scheifele received 
a 10-minute misconduct with 2:12 to go in regulation time, presumably for 
sharing some harsh words for the men in stripes. It’s the second time this 
season Scheifele has been sent to the showers early by the officials. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Inside Akim Aliu, HDA’s mission to grow the game 

 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

 

R ewind the tape all the way back and, among the frames, you can spot 
the moment Aaron Atwell began to see the lines drawn in the hockey 
world, the borders separating some from the rest. 
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He was just a boy getting his first taste of the game, falling in love with 
the wobbly wonder of his earliest spins on the ice at Toronto’s Chris 
Tonks Arena. Nothing compared to the feeling. But even then, Atwell 
couldn’t help but wonder why the other kids from his Keele and Eglinton 
community weren’t out there with him. 

“We would play street hockey right around the corner, on Gabian Way,” 
Atwell says. “It’s a little roundabout dead-end. At any given point, if 
someone heard a stick, you’d see kids looking out the window and 
everyone would come out and be playing street hockey. You’d have kids 
from the mosque who had their own ball hockey thing going on in the 
parking lot of the school nearby. 

“But we never saw any of them on the ice. I was one of the few who got 
to get on the ice, [along with] maybe a handful of kids, out of all these 
other kids playing street hockey in the community.” 

As a life in the game began to take shape for a young Atwell, he couldn’t 
shake that feeling, the thought that so many others were being left 
behind, that so many of the teammates he shared a dressing room with 
didn’t see those borders. 

That is, until, as a young teenager in the GTHL, he looked across the 
room and saw Akim Aliu, and an enduring kinship was born. 

“Him and I have been good friends for a long time, we’ve both gone 
through our own things in hockey,” Atwell says. “We both came from 
communities where, you know, we didn’t have a lot of money, but 
somehow we found a way to play. But a lot of the other people in the 
communities that we were in, around us, they couldn’t play at all.” 

The young teammates parted ways, setting off on their own journeys in 
pro hockey. But eventually, that same bond pulled them back together. 

“We came together and we said, ‘What are we going to do for the next 
generation?’” 

In 2020, when Aliu founded the Hockey Diversity Alliance with seven 
other current and former NHLers at his side, thoughts of those lines and 
borders he and Atwell had talked about were top of mind. One of the first 
orders of business for the newly formed group was figuring out how to 
open doors for kids like the ones they’d played alongside in all those cul-
de-sacs and parking lots. 

“We came together and we said, ‘What are we going to do for the next 
generation?’” Aliu remembers. “To amplify the contributions of the Black 
community to hockey, but also to create a platform for these kids, for the 
next generation to be able to have a smoother ride into competitive 
hockey and, hopefully, into professional hockey. 

“We came up with this idea of going into the 12 priority designated 
communities [in Toronto], your underserved communities — the Regent 
Parks, the Jane-and-Finches, Malvern, Albion — and we said, ‘Let’s 
provide hockey free of cost.’” 

The vision was simple, the motivation clear. 

“We got lucky,” Aliu says. “We got support at critical times along the way 
of our journey to be able to make it to the level that we made it to. But the 
fact is that a lot of kids similar to us slip through the cracks, because they 
aren’t able to get that support.” 

Now, with Atwell at his side, Aliu and the HDA’s vision has become a 
reality. 

Atwell working on and off the ice with GOHL participants. 

In late October, the group launched the Grassroots Original Hockey 
League (GOHL), an on-ice program that brings free hockey development 
into GTA communities that need it most. Through the opening month of 
the program, more than 500 kids have signed up, according to Aliu. 

“We’re in four different communities right now,” says Atwell, who was 
brought in to oversee the development of the kids in the program. “The 
first is the Rexdale area, at Albion Arena, and then we have Chris Tonks 

at Keele and Eglinton, Angela James Arena at Don Mills and Eglinton, 
and the Malvern community at Malvern Community Centre.” 

But the plans for the GOHL are bigger than four rinks. The program isn’t 
a one-and-done skills clinic in a few arenas around town — it’s intended 
to be a long-term path to genuine on-ice development, beginning with 
those four communities in 2022 and expanding into four more in each of 
the next two years. Each participant doesn’t just get a chance to go out 
for a skate with Aliu and Atwell, they sign on for three years of training. 

It’s because of that commitment that great care was taken to pinpoint 
where the GOHL should touch down first. 

“We worked with the city of Toronto to identify the 12 priority 
neighbourhoods,” Aliu says. “Our whole mindset was to bring this 
program to the kids that need it most. … The communities we’re in, 
there’s a lot of single-parent households, parents not making significant 
money. And this is just a program to help these kids, number one, get off 
the street, and number two, just learn the lessons that hockey provides 
for youth, to be a better human being. Because hockey is a beautiful 
game, and has so many great lessons.” 

Figuring out how to bring meaningful change to those communities 
requires more than just knowing where they are, though. It requires the 
type of informed empathy that’s at the core of the HDA’s approach, a 
firsthand understanding of what the day-to-day looks like in these 
neighbourhoods, and how hockey can best fit into that picture. 

It’s why the group took care to drop the GOHL into the heart of the 
communities they’re working with, rather than holding their sessions at a 
glitzier rink across town that would’ve made it tougher for the kids to 
reach them. 

“Why would we make them travel an hour?” Atwell says. “It takes more 
time out of the parents’ day — it’s tough for these parents to get off work, 
like it was for my parents. How are they going to be able to reach the 
other end of the city and get their kid there on the ice on time? It’s almost 
impossible for some of them. They work paycheque to paycheque, 
they’re not making much, they’re trying to support their families. So, to 
have it central in the community, where the people who need it the most 
can get there, that’s our main goal. … Some of the other parents who are 
volunteering pick up other players in the area, some of the kids are in the 
same schools or classrooms. It’s very much community-based.” 

Crucially, it also comes with a price tag of $0. 

“Everything is covered for these kids,” Aliu says. “Equipment, ice-time, 
coaching, meals, transportation. We hope that this program is something 
that they’ll look back to years down the line and say, ‘This is what got me 
into the game.’” 

“The pride and the fire and the passion that I saw they had from just 
being on the ice one day, just getting equipment, I was like, ‘Oh my 
goodness. There’s so much here that has been left untouched.’” 

The focus of the first month’s slate of sessions has simply been getting 
kids onto the ice, Atwell explains, and to a place where they can hold 
their own on skates. That starts with divvying up participants into three 
groups — those completely new to skating, those with some experience, 
and those who can skate fairly well. “You’re separating each learning 
category,” Atwell says. “And then we have three coaches on the ice for 
three different stages in development. … The first week or two, a lot of 
the players could barely stand on the ice, most needed assistance. Now, 
most of the players are able to stand unassisted and move around. They 
fall often, but they can get up and continue. So, everyone is learning 
quickly. 

“If we can get these kids at a point where they can move on, if they want 
to play for other organizations or if we happen to get an organization 
where they can come into and actually compete and play organized 
league hockey, then that’s perfect, that’s exactly what we want. We just 
want to give them the opportunity to play hockey.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 12, 2022 

 

It’s the kids taking it all in for the first time who have stood out most to 
Atwell, he says. The ones showing glimpses of what could be, if these 
communities hadn’t been left in the dark for so long. “There was a Black 
boy around the age of nine who I was talking to,” he remembers. “I could 
tell he can’t skate. And he did something that I don’t think I’ve ever seen 
anyone who can’t skate do. He got up from being on the ice — he’d fallen 
— and when he got up on the one leg, he ended up jumping off the ice, 
like a couple of inches, and then landing, sticking it, and standing up. And 
I was like, ‘How is he that athletic on skates already? This is his first time 
learning.’ You know? The talent that’s been hidden in these communities, 
it’s crazy.” 

Young GOHL players getting a feel for the game in the program’s first 
month. 

It’s more than just natural athleticism bursting through, though. It’s the 
hunger they’ve seen from kids taking their first laps around the ice, 
winding up for their first slappers, connecting on their first haphazard 
passes. It’s that look in their eyes, the same one every HDA member had 
back in their own younger days. 

One particular moment from a session at Angela James Arena stands 
out on that front, Atwell says. He remembers a group of young Muslim 
girls from the program finishing up their first session with him. After the 
skate had wrapped, and the others started clearing out, they stayed 
behind to watch the group taking the ice after them, a girls’ minor hockey 
league game. 

Atwell remembers seeing them there, watching with a fierce intensity, 
looking like they were ready to get out there and take on the more 
experienced skaters. 

“The pride and the fire and the passion that I saw they had from just 
being on the ice one day, just getting equipment, I was like, ‘Oh my 
goodness. There’s so much here that has been left untouched,’” Atwell 
says. “It’s astonishing. There have been moments like that where it’s 
really opened my eyes and it’s showed me that, yeah, people in these 
communities have been long forgotten.” 

There’s a stack of stories like that one already, just a month into the 
program, of kids quickly falling in love with the game. But nothing 
compares to the reactions of the loved ones watching from the stands, 
Aliu says. 

“I’ve had parents come up to me crying, saying, ‘Thank you so much for 
this program. This is something that really helps me out,’ because they 
don’t know what to do with the kids after work. And at the end of the day, 
even if they did, they couldn’t afford a lot of these after-school programs 
— especially a program like hockey that’s extremely expensive.” 

For the GOHL, the program is just as much about those parents as it is 
their kids. The goal isn’t just to turn young skaters into hockey players 
— it’s to help these families become hockey families. 

“It’s important for us to be in these communities, because representation 
matters,” says HDA member and former NHLer Joel Ward, now a coach 
for the Vegas Golden Knights’ AHL affiliate. “Growing up, Kevin Weekes 
lived in the same neighbourhood [as me], and was a vital part of our 
family playing hockey. Both my parents being immigrants from the island 
of Barbados, we didn’t know much about the sport. So as we grew up, 
going to different hockey arenas, we didn’t know which way to turn. We 
didn’t know which hockey camps to attend or which teams to sign up for.” 

“[It’s] just talking to parents about how, ‘What you’re going through, my 
parents have been going through,’” Atwell says. “My parents have 
showed up to some of the sessions already. Akim’s parents as well. 
They’ve been able to talk to other families and share their story. But the 
difference is, this time around, it’s the whole arena of people who are 
going through the same thing. 

“So, even ones who don’t know, as soon as they figure out how to put on 
a piece of equipment, or something else, they’re helping everyone else. 
Which is something I have not seen in hockey for a long time.” 

“This hits close to home for us, because we were these kids growing up.” 

It’s no revelation that hockey is among the least accessible sports, that 
for many communities it’s simply too expensive to realistically consider, 
that growing the game means building bridges over those obstacles 
— reducing the cost and reducing the burden on parents who don’t have 
the luxury or flexibility of driving kids to rinks all over town. 

The fact that it’s the HDA who’ve begun building those bridges is no 
surprise, either. Because they’ve been on both sides and they haven’t 
forgotten where they came from. 

“This hits close to home for us, because we were these kids growing up,” 
Aliu says. “Most of the members in the HDA did grow up in the inner city, 
in the GTA and from other places. We want to give back to our 
community. That’s extremely important to us.” 

And doing that in a meaningful way means, first and foremost, changing 
what the game looks like at the grassroots level. 

“At the end of the day, the youth is where it all starts,” Aliu continues. 
“Top-end AAA kids and OHL kids don’t fall off trees. They need a place, 
they need a home to begin their journey. … We want to continue to grow 
and get this program into as many cities and as many communities as we 
possibly can. I’m hoping by next year that we have close to 1,000 kids in 
this program, in just the city of Toronto. … We’ve already had reach-outs 
from National Hockey League teams and even a team in the NBA, south 
of the border, to work with us on expanding this program into cities all 
over North America. And I’m hoping maybe five, 10 years down the line, 
we’ll have this program all over the world. 

“Looking down the road for myself and the HDA, we just want to leave a 
legacy of a group that did something that’s never been done before.” 

“The HDA, they don’t make any money off of this. It’s strictly for these 
kids, so everything we do, all the money we get, goes to them,” Atwell 
adds. “Everything we do here is a focus of getting kids on the ice, and 
getting them on an even playing field with everyone else in the sport. 

“Everything we do here is kids-first — what’s better for them, not what’s 
best for us.” 

Aliu stickhandles in traffic at an HDA ball hockey event. 

Wherever the GOHL goes from here, what seems clear is that the engine 
driving this machine won’t soon quit. Because the motivation comes not 
from a vague desire to grow the sport, but from somewhere deeper 
— that memory of what it was like back home, before the bright lights of 
the pros; that memory of all those kids who fell in love with the game like 
they did, but didn’t get the same opportunity to see it through. 

It’s that same motivation that keeps the HDA members directly 
connected to their communities — and to hockey’s BIPOC community at 
large — even beyond this grassroots work. 

“One of the biggest things that we’ve prided ourselves on is being a 
hands-on type of program, a player-led group. I don’t know, I can’t see 
there being any other way,” Aliu says. “This group is led by players who 
have experienced the things that we’re trying to pass down to the next 
generation. We’ve had our whole group on calls, on Zoom calls, with kids 
in minor hockey all over Canada, in the U.S. Guys take the time 
personally to jump on the call with kids that deal with issues. We really 
pride ourselves on continuing to be that type of organization that’s within 
reach, and accessible, no matter what guys are doing. 

“We have guys that are in managerial positions throughout the NHL, we 
have current NHL players, we have former NHL players, and all of them 
are a phone call away. … I think that’s special, and I think that’s maybe 
one of the most impactful things of our group, is just how much the fellas 
care about being able to speak with these kids and have a conversation 
and give their thoughts and wisdom from experience.” 

For Ward, the reasons for that commitment are clear. “[Hockey] was a 
vital part of us growing up, so just to give kids an opportunity to be 
included, to feel welcomed, and to give them another outlet, is important,” 
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adds Ward. “I have two boys, and making hockey a safe place is 
extremely important because I don’t want my children, or any child, to 
have to go through what I had to endure growing up facing racism in the 
sport. 

“If they choose to play minor hockey, they should feel safe, like 
everybody else. They shouldn’t have to face hatred because of the colour 
of their skin. They should feel welcomed, and have an equal opportunity, 
like everybody else in the sport that we all love.” 

“Hockey was a vital part of us growing up, so just to give kids an 
opportunity to be included, to feel welcomed, and to give them another 
outlet, is important.” 

It hasn’t been an easy path. Not with all that was thrown at Aliu, Atwell, 
Ward and the others in the HDA over the course of their careers on the 
ice. Not with the dog-whistling questions about their legitimacy that still 
follow them, even as they’ve focused all attention on making hockey a 
more accessible space for the BIPOC community. 

But for Aliu, the fact that obstacles are still thrown on his path is simply a 
sign of the need to keep fighting for progress, on and off the ice. 

“Forming the Hockey Diversity Alliance was an extremely difficult thing to 
do, that’s a whole other story on its own. The conversation started with 
more than 30 players of colour from the National Hockey League level to 
the AHL level to the East Coast League level. And we announced with 
only eight players, because guys were worried about their careers. And 
that just shows that, even in 2020 when this happened, there’s still a fear 
of retribution around being proud of who you are and speaking up against 
real issues,” Aliu says. “I think the HDA, more than anything, has given 
so many other organizations a platform to be able to speak out and do 
the things that they’re doing. … I think we’re making an impact on all 
levels of hockey. 

“We’re not looking for a pat on the back. All we’re doing is looking for a 
little bit of respect for putting our necks on the line, first and foremost, 
and at the end of the day, doing the real work to grow this game.” 

Regardless of whether that respect comes, it’s that real work that Aliu 
and Atwell are keeping top of mind. Because they know how many are 
still dealing with the earliest obstacles they faced in the game, let alone 
the ones that came later. 

And they know, too, the impact their presence can have on lighting that 
path — the impact of showing up, reaching out, and proving those 
obstacles can be overcome. 

“We’re a boots-on-the-ground type of organization,” Aliu says. “We’re on 
the ice with these kids, we’re playing ball hockey with these kids. And I 
think that’s so important, because they’re able to look up and say, ‘Hey, 
these members of the HDA did it, [even though] there’s so few of them in 
the game, of colour. I have a chance to do this as well.’ 

“That inspiration is something that you can’t buy, you can’t teach. That’s 
something that needs to be seen and felt.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Wiebe's World: In pursuit of opportunity, Verhaeghe finds 
top-line role with Panthers 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG - Quite simply, Carter Verhaeghe was looking for more. 

As much as he enjoyed the arduous journey of becoming an NHL player, 
Verhaeghe also fully realized what the Tampa Bay Lightning depth chart 
looked like ahead of him. 

There was little room to play an enhanced role after scratching and 
clawing to essentially gain fourth line status and play just under 10 
minutes per game in his first full season, one that was capped by a 
Stanley Cup championship. 

So after becoming an unrestricted free agent for the first time, Verhaeghe 
took his talents to the in-state rival, inking a two-year deal worth $2 
million with the Florida Panthers. 

Fast forward two seasons - and backed by a three-year deal worth $12.5 
million ($4.167 AAV) - and you find one of the great value contracts in the 
NHL. 

Verhaeghe has quickly grown into a top-line player, leading the team with 
15 goals and sitting second in points behind Matthew Tkachuk, the 
centrepiece of the offseason deal with the Calgary Flames. 

“Tampa was my first year in the league and I was just kind of getting 
used to it and there were so many good players, I just got way more 
opportunity here,” said Verhaeghe. “Not that there was anything bad with 
Tampa. It was great. I learned a lot from guys in Tampa and I used it as a 
year to get better. 

“When I signed here, I didn’t know I would be playing (on the top line). I 
wasn’t guaranteed anything.” 

Upon his arrival with the Panthers, the coaching staff quickly put trust in 
Verhaeghe and he forged an almost immediate connection with 
Aleksander Barkov. 

Linemates can come and go, but creating that chemistry helped lead to 
an immediate rise in ice time. 

“We both like to play with speed and (Barkov) thinks the game so well, so 
he can react to everything,” said Verhaeghe. “We know where to find 
each other. He’s such a good player. We play a similar game in the 
offensive zone, with cycling and supporting each other.” 

Now 27, Verhaeghe’s journey includes being a third-round pick (82nd 
overall) of the Toronto Maple Leafs back in 2013 but he never got the 
opportunity to suit up for his hometown team. 

Verhaeghe was traded by the Maple Leafs to the New York Islanders in 
2015 in a deal for Michael Grabner, then was dealt by the Islanders to 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2017. 

During the first two seasons of professional hockey, Verhaeghe suited up 
for 36 games for the Missouri Mavericks of the ECHL. 

Those days feel like a long time ago for Verhaeghe, who is on pace to 
eclipse his career highs for goals (24), assists (31) and points (55), set 
last season. 

“Tampa feels like 10 years ago, so that (time in the ECHL) feels like 
forever ago,” said Verhaeghe. “It’s crazy. You play so many games and 
things change so fast in hockey. (Eric Staal) is always asking me 
questions about my time there. It’s good looking back at the good times. 
Anywhere you play, you have good memories. 

“You take nothing for granted. Six years ago, I’d be dreaming if I thought 
I would be here right now, you know what I mean? You’ve got to enjoy 
where you’re at.” 

Panthers' Verhaeghe finishes off Tkachuk's spectacular no-look spin-o-
rama pass 

Simple advice, but coming from someone who has gained valuable 
perspective from the road blocks he’s had to overcome throughout the 
years. 

Verhaeghe scored 34 goals and racked up 82 points in his final AHL 
season with the Syracuse Crunch in 2018-19 before graduating to the 
NHL, so his offensive production shouldn’t come as a big surprise. 

But not all players can maintain that scoring touch as they move their 
way up the ladder. 
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“I always knew I could score at this level and play at this level. It took a 
little bit of confidence to get a couple but after that, you just stick with it 
and rely on the skills that you worked on. Sometimes people don’t always 
believe in you, so you have to believe in yourself,” said Verhaeghe. “After 
I got traded from the Islanders, it was great right away. (In Syracuse), it 
wasn’t like the top prospects are going to play. They treated everyone 
really equally, so it helped me tremendously. Sometimes it felt like I 
couldn’t get ahead (in other organizations). (Crunch head coach) Benoit 
Groulx was amazing for me, he taught me so much and it got me to the 
next level. From there, it just took off.” 

Panthers head coach Paul Maurice has learned a lot about Verhaeghe 
during the past several months, as it relates to his style of play and ability 
to get his shot off. 

“If you put 20 guys into a scrum with the puck, he’s coming out with it, 
one way or another. But he is on the puck, hard on pucks, he scores from 
incredibly unusual angles to the point that you know he can do it. There’s 
no blocking him from the puck,” said Maurice. “He’s unique. He’s very, 
very similar, in some ways, to Kyle Connor. The puck comes off his stick 
before the goaltender expects it to come off his stick and he can do it 
while his feet are moving.” 

That’s high praise from Maurice, who watched the Winnipeg Jets forward 
develop into one of the most natural goal scorers in the NHL. 

EMOTIONAL RETURN 

Count me among those who expected Pittsburgh Penguins defenceman 
Kris Letang to be sidelined for a lot longer than he was after suffering the 
second stroke of his career back on Nov. 28. 

But after undergoing a series of tests before ultimately receiving medical 
clearance, Letang was back on the ice at PPG Paints Arena on Saturday 
against the Buffalo Sabres, taking 25 shifts for 22:14 of action - including 
the final two minutes as 16 seconds. 

Penguins' Letang returns to warmups 12 days after suffering stroke 

When the Penguins announced that Letang would be out indefinitely on 
Nov. 30, there were questions and concerns about whether or not the 
franchise blue-liner would be able to play again or if his NHL career might 
actually be in jeopardy - especially when you consider he also suffered a 
stroke back in 2014. 

“Kris has a medical team that have put him through a litany of tests. 
These are some of the smartest doctors in the world in their respective 
field,” Sullivan told reporters on Saturday. “Some people may have 
questions about it, but these people know a whole lot more about it than 
we do. Kris’ health, first and foremost, is the utmost priority. 

“It means the world to our team. We’re a whole different defence corps 
when he’s in the lineup.” 

Although he wasn’t credited with a shot on goal, Letang had seven hits in 
the contest and received a thundering ovation from the hometown faithful 
when he was announced as a member of the starting lineup. 

“Stroke is a scary word. I’ve been lucky that these things resolve on their 
own and I can go back to a normal life,” Letang told reporters on 
Thursday. “People know me well by now and know that hockey is a 
passion for me. It’s something that it’s going to take a lot to drag me out 
of.” 

That passion has always been something that’s driven Letang during his 
17 seasons with the Penguins and it’s great that he was able to recover 
so quickly. 

The NHL is a better place when he’s in uniform, provided it is safe for him 
to do so. 

With much of the focus on the remarkable recovery and return of Letang, 
Penguins captain Sidney Crosby delivered another two goals and an 
assist in just under 19 minutes of ice time. 

It was the 165th three-point game of Crosby’s career, which leaves him 
ninth in NHL history in the category, passing Hall of Famer Jari Kurri on 
that list. 

At 35, Crosby is up to 17 goals and 38 points in 28 games this season for 
a Penguins squad that is tied for second place in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

EMOTIONAL RETURN II 

Speaking of genuine emotion, you could tell what it meant for Vegas 
Golden Knights head coach Bruce Cassidy to return to Boston earlier this 
week. 

Cassidy got choked up during the video tribute and it was clear this 
wasn’t just another game for him. 

“I’m used to hearing Dirty Water at the end of the game, so I’m glad I 
didn’t hear it,” Cassidy told reporters in Boston. 

As a bonus, the Golden Knights handed the Bruins their first home-ice 
loss of the campaign. 

NHL Highlights: Golden Knights 4, Bruins 3 (SO) 

Cassidy coached 399 regular season games for the Bruins, amassing a 
.672 winning percentage, to go along with 73 playoff games over his six 
seasons. 

It was great to see the photo on Twitter of Bruins captain Patrice 
Bergeron chatting with Cassidy in the hallway after the game captured by 
Joe Haggerty of Boston Hockey Now. 

The Golden Knights host the Bruins in the second and final regular 
season meeting on Sunday night. 

Continuing on the topic of emotional returns, Maurice was back in 
Winnipeg on Tuesday for the first time since becoming head coach of the 
Florida Panthers. 

Maurice spent parts of nine seasons as the head coach of the Jets, 
taking over in January of 2014 from Claude Noel on an interim basis 
before handing in his resignation on Dec. 17 of 2021. 

Fans saluted Maurice and associate coach Jamie Kompon during a 
stoppage in play and Maurice was quick to put his arm around Kompon 
and wave to the crowd to acknowledge the gesture. 

Jets honour former head coach Paul Maurice with video tribute and 
ovation 

“It’s a special place for Jamie and I, isn’t it? We really appreciated it; it 
was good on the bench, it was good in the stands. That was very classy 
as they always are,” Maurice told reporters after the game. “It’s a special 
place and you could feel it. It’s more during the national anthems – one of 
my favourite things is the national anthems – it’s a great building, they’ve 
got a great fan base here and they appreciate the game. That was 
probably the emotional part, and then the puck dropped and away we 
went.” 

There was a similar scene in Tampa, where Lightning fans nearly 
brought Ryan McDonagh to tears during a tribute. 

McDonagh, who is out with an injury after an offseason trade to the 
Nashville Predators, was shown in a suite and the cheering came to a 
crescendo as he waved to the crowd. 

McDonagh helped the Lightning win a pair of Stanley Cups after being 
acquired from the New York Rangers and also played a key role as they 
advanced to the final last season against the Colorado Avalanche. 

THE CHASE FOR 800 

The push for 800 NHL goals continues for Washington Capitals captain 
Alex Ovechkin on Sunday against the Jets. 
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Ovechkin has three goals during his past two games to push his total to 
796, which leaves him five goals behind Gordie Howe for second place 
all-time. 

Remarkably, 100 of those goals for Ovechkin have come against two 
franchises - the Jets/Atlanta Thrashers (50) and the Lightning (50), with 
many of those markers coming during the days of the Southeast Division. 

Suddenly, Wayne Gretzky’s benchmark of 894 doesn’t seem all that far 
into the distance, especially when you consider Ovechkin leads the 
Capitals in both goals (16) and points (29) in 29 games going into 
Sunday’s action. 

RAPID FIRE 

Toronto Maple Leafs winger Mitch Marner extended his point streak to a 
league-high 22 games on Saturday, notching an assist on a goal from 
William Nylander before adding the overtime winner on the power play in 
a 5-4 victory over the Calgary Flames. Marner is up to 11 goals and 30 
points during the streak and currently sits 10th in the NHL with 35 points 
in 29 games…Speaking of streaks, Lightning captain Steven Stamkos 
now holds the second longest active one in the NHL at 13 (eight goals, 
20 points during the span) after Minnesota Wild winger Kirill Kaprizov had 
his 14-game streak snapped on Saturday night against the Vancouver 
Canucks. The Lightning have won 10 of the past 14 games to quietly 
push themselves into third place in the Atlantic Division…As for the Wild, 
goalie Filip Gustavsson made 30 saves to pick up his first NHL shutout 
on Saturday in the 3-0 triumph over the Canucks in what was his 37th 
NHL start. Gustavsson, acquired in the offseason deal with the Ottawa 
Senators for Cam Talbot, improved to 5-4-1 on the season while raising 
his save percentage to .920 and lowering his goals-against average to 
2.47. The Wild have won five of the past seven games to move into third 
place in the Central Division…Tough news for Columbus Blue Jackets 
forward Jake Voracek, who told reporters earlier this week that he was 
likely done for the season with post-concussion symptoms. Voracek has 
played 1,058 regular season games during his 15-year career and has 
one more season left on the eight-year, $66 million ($8.25 million AAV) 
contract he signed back in 2015 with the Philadelphia Flyers. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' Nylander moves closer to superstardom with 
five-point night in win 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TORONTO — When it comes to William Nylander, Sheldon Keefe 
doesn’t need to use the stick nearly as much as he used to. Hardly at all 
this season, actually. 

“He’s maturing,” the Toronto Maple Leafs head coach said following 
Saturday’s 5-4 overtime victory over the Calgary Flames. “Over time, you 
get sick of having the coach in your ear all the time, and you want to get 
that sorted out yourself.” 

Internal accountability is a major reason why Leafs fans have gradually 
witnessed this growth of Nylander from wildly inconsistent to simply wildly 
entertaining. 

And on this night — “a bit of an ugly one,” according to 22-game point 
streaker Mitch Marner — Nylander was the most dependable element 
among a back-and-forth, penalty-filled mess. 

The Calgary-born star sniped twice and helped set up three more. He 
fired five shots on net and factored in all five Leafs goals for his most 
productive night in the NHL. 

“Strong on his feet. Controlling the puck. Doing a lot of cutbacks. As soon 
as he’s feeling it, he’s hard to stop out there,” said Marner, riding high off 
his OT winner. “He’s a lot of fun to watch, a lot of fun to have on your 
team. He was a difference-maker tonight, for sure.” 

Maple Leafs' Marner buries his own rebound to win in OT vs. Flames 

Nylander was handed the player-of-the-game belt for his efforts. 
Surprisingly, it was his first time receiving the honour, despite registering 
at least a point in 23 of Toronto’s 29 games and shedding his rep as the 
Core Four’s wild card. 

“It’s nice. It’s heavy,” Nylander smiled. “The puck was going in.” 

It’s done been going in. 

“He’s buzzin’,” Auston Matthews said. “Just all over it.” 

Nylander’s 17 goals lead the Leafs. 

He’s on pace for 48 goals and 93 points — which would crush last year’s 
personal bests of 34 and 80. (P.S. Like Auston Matthews, Nylander too is 
eligible to re-sign this summer.) 

“Look. You just want to do better than the year before. Always trying to 
get better. Whatever that number ends up being, I’m not worried about it 
now,” Nylander said. 

“I’m just focused on skating. That’s the most important thing for me. It’s 
helping me create space and get chances out there.” 

What’s most remarkable about Nylander, 26, stacking a career year on 
top of a career year is that those around him believe there is still 
headroom between that glorious blond flow and his ceiling. 

“He’s got a long ways to go still in terms of what his potential is and what 
he can do. You’re seeing that,” Keefe explained. 

Flames lack of discipline proves costly in overtime loss to Maple Leafs 

Nylander made a conscious effort to take on a leadership role last 
season. And this season, with the Big 4 forwards all within five goals and 
seven points of one another, there is some healthy internal competition 
brewing. 

And with those superstars responsible for two-thirds of all Leafs goals 
since Nov. 1, well, the team benefits in the end. 

Saturday, with Marner, Matthews and Nylander each creating highlight 
moments en route to multi-point efforts, you saw it play out in real-time. 

Like Method Man passing the microphone to Ghostface Killah to 
Raekwon the Chef. Longtime friends who don’t mind out-shining each 
other from time to time. 

And the audience wins. 

“Our top guys are pushing each other,” Keefe said. 

“Willy has the potential to be in that top tier. Auston and Mitch have really 
established themselves in the exclusive top tier of the league. Willy 
should be right there, hanging with those guys. He’s pushing himself, and 
they’re all pushing each other, which is how that group can get to greater 
heights.” 

Maple Leafs' Nylander scores on powerplay, Marner extends point streak 
to 22 games 

During Toronto’s remarkable 14-game run with a point, opposing 
coaches have frequently pointed to elite game-breakers and solid 
goaltending as the source. 

“With Toronto — and I saw it last year — their top players, those guys 
have taken another whole level in terms of their leadership. They're by-
example type players. It's so evident when you watch them,” Flames 
coach Darryl Sutter said. 

“They're the best team in the league right now.” 
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Matt Murray had arguably his worse outing as a Leaf, and Nylander & 
Co. made a rare subpar showing by the goaltender a non-story. 

“He’s just a stud. He’s incredibly gifted. He works hard,” Murray said. “He 
seems to win a ton of 50/50 battles. That goes to his strength and his 
athleticism and his dedication to win those battles. He gets a lot of 
second pucks, second chances. 

“He’s basically the reason we get two points. Heckuva player.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• We had to do a double take when Keefe looked down his bench of 
superstars and instead chose checking centre David Kämpf plus 
defencmen Timothy Liljegren and Rasmus Sandin to start 3-on-3 
overtime. 

“I figured Sandin would be the most likely to take (a) stick in the face,” 
Keefe deadpanned. 

Keefe wanted to “shock the system” after six straight OT losses with a 
move out of left field. 

It worked. 

Marner’s power-play OT winner occurred after Jonathan Huberdeau 
high-sticked Sandin three seconds into the extra frame. 

“It’s no secret that things haven’t gone well for us in overtime. We’ve tried 
everything in terms of mixing and matching our top four guys, and it 
hasn’t gone well,” Keefe said. 

“Reality is, we’ve lost to some teams that have taken a more 
conservative approach off the start.” 

• Milan Lucic was healthy scratched for the first time in nearly a decade. 

How come? 

“Because we put the little guy in and took the big guy out,” Flames coach 
Darryl Sutter said, in reference to AHL-scoring leader Matthew Phillips. 
“Can only dress 12." 

• Toronto is taking a wait-and-see approach to Nick Robertson’s shoulder 
recovery. No immediate surgery. He’ll pour himself into rehab over the 
next six to eight weeks, at which point doctors will re-evaluate. 

In the meantime, callup Joey Anderson gets his shot. 

He drew two key penalties in his season debut and topped all skaters 
Saturday with a 77.8 per cent Corsi-for percentage at even strength. 

“Very encouraging game for him,” Keefe said. “It’s time to give him a little 
runway here to see what he can do.” 

• World junior camps have opened. A notable player not invited to play 
for Team USA: OHL leading scorer and Maple Leafs 2021 fifth-rounder 
Ty Voit. 

The Pittsburgh native’s elite playmaking is fueling the Sarnia Sting this 
season. Voit has piled up 40 assists and 49 points through 28 games. 
Still, the Americans made like Voit’s linemates and took a pass. 

• Stay strong, Chris Snow — and family. 
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TSN.CA / Fantilli makes a statement as tension rises at Canada's camp 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 IIHF 
World Junior Championship. Team Canada defeated Team USports 5-2 
on Sunday at the Avenir Centre in Moncton, N.B. The non-game players 
held a practice.  

Canada's head coach Dennis Williams sensed some uneasiness in his 
group during a video session before Sunday's game.  

"I was like, 'Hey, everyone needs to smile. We got to sit back and 
breathe a little bit,'" Williams said. "The tension was high. These players, 
there's a lot on their plate." 

And only two games to make an impression before 10 players are 
released on Monday.   

"There's quite a bit of nerves, as you saw," said Williams.  

The USports team grabbed a 2-0 lead in the first period. 

"I thought our D were on their heels," Williams said. "Our guys were 
really gripping the stick." 

Apparently not Adam Fantilli. 

"Not really, no," the University of Michigan freshman said when asked if 
he felt nervous. "I was as focused as I could be coming into the game. I 
try to stay away from nerves, because you play better when you play 
free." 

Fantilli led the comeback charge with two goals in the second period. The 
first tally came off a rush from the neutral zone.  

"It was a bit of a board battle there and it took a bounce my way," Fantilli 
said. "I had [Jordan] Dumais right in front of me and I kicked it out to him 
and then drove the back post and he passed it over and it went off my 
stick or my skate or something and it went in." 

Shortly after that, Fantilli pounced on a loose puck in the USports zone 
and made a smooth move to pick up his second goal, which stood up as 
the game-winner. 

"Incredible," said winger Joshua Roy of Fantilli's performance. "His 
second goal was crazy." 

Fantilli slid the puck through defenceman Noah Carroll and then between 
the legs of Prince George goalie Tyler Brennan.  

"I had a guy coming at me and figured I'd try and put it through him and 
see what happens after that," Fantilli said nonchalantly. "Got through and 
was able to slip it five hole. It happens so fast. I don't really have much 
time to think. I just went for it and it worked out. So, I'm happy about it." 

    — Hockey Canada (@HockeyCanada) December 12, 2022 

Williams was happy with Fantilli's well-rounded game.   

"I saw him tracking pucks and finishing checks so it was great to see the 
play from him elevate without the puck," said Williams. "When he gets 
down low in a one-on-one situation, he's a pretty dangerous player." 

Fantilli is off to a fantastic start in the NCAA with 11 goals and 15 assists 
in 16 games, but Hockey Canada director of player personnel Alan Millar 
stressed on Saturday that the Nobleton, Ont. native still needs to earn a 
spot on the World Junior team. Fantilli, 18, appears unfazed by the 
challenge.  

"We've been playing our whole lives and it's just a game we play," he 
said. "It's hockey. We play because we love it and not because we want 
to put points on the board, right. So, just do the best we can and 
hopefully make the squad." 

Mix of MacKinnon, Bergeron and Benn, draft-eligible Fantilli offers 
Canada 'intriguing' package 

Adam Fantilli has been having an impressive season at the University of 
Michigan, and the 6'2 Canadian forward says he tries to model his game 
after Nathan MacKinnon, Patrice Bergeron and Jamie Benn. 
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Dumais scored his own highlight-reel goal with a snipe on the power play 
in the third period.  

"It was a bit of a relief," the Halifax Mooseheads forward said. "Putting 
the puck in the back of the net, I mean, it feels good and gives you a bit 
of a confidence boost." 

"That type of shooting, like, you don't teach that," said Williams. "That's 
instincts and ability to see that hole on the high blocker. That's a goal-
scorer's goal."  

"It was an impressive shot," Roy agreed. "He's a scorer and proved it 
again today."  

Dumais leads the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League with 54 points in 
24 games. Six of his 19 goals have come on the power play.  

"I play on that flank pretty much all year in Halifax so I know what to look 
at when I'm there," he said. "I saw a corner and it was a good screen [by 
Reid Schaefer]."  

Dumais stands just 5-foot-9, but didn't look out of place against older, 
bigger competition on Sunday.  

"He's an undersized player but I thought he competed hard," Williams 
said. "He had a good stick, tracked hard and was rewarded on that power 
play." 

--- 

Brennan started for Canada while Quebec Remparts goalie William 
Rousseau opened the game in net for USports. They switched sides 
midway through the second period.  

Rousseau stopped 24 of 26 shots over the 60 minutes.  

"Good nerves," he said of what he was feeling. "Honestly, good pressure. 
It's a privilege to have these nerves in games like that. I love that." 

"He was calm," said Williams. "He did a good job with his rebound 
control. I just thought all his movement was solid." 

Rousseau has been solid all season posting a .922 save percentage 
behind the first-place Remparts. 

Brennan allowed five goals on 15 shots.  

Sarnia's Ben Gaudreau and Seattle's Thomas Milic will play on Monday. 
Two of the four goalies will be released after the game. Who is Williams 
looking for?  

"The goalies that give our team the most sense of confidence," he said. 
"We're going to have breakdowns throughout the tournament. We're 
going to have lapses where teams are going to pin us in our zone and 
we're going to need timely saves. We're going to need saves that get us 
out of a jam, especially in the second period when you have long 
changes." 

--- 

Acadie-Bathurst centre Riley Kidney needed help down the hallway after 
the first period and did not return for the rest of the game. It's unclear 
how the Montreal Canadiens prospect got hurt.  

"I'm not really sure," Williams said. "I was just told after the first period 
that they were going to hold him out, but I didn't see the hit or what 
happened."  

Kidney won a gold medal with Team Canada in August but played just 
five minutes and 29 seconds combined in three games. Despite his 
status as a returning player, Kidney is not viewed as a lock to make this 
year's team. Now, an injury may cost him the chance to play in his 
hometown of Halifax.  

The camp will wrap up with another game against USports players on 
Sunday at noon AST, 11:00 a.m. ET.  

--- 

Remparts forward Nathan Gaucher was among the scratches on 
Sunday, which means he's a safe bet to be back on Team Canada.  

"Winning a gold medal was huge," he said of the experience in 
Edmonton. "How to win, it's not something that's taught to you. You learn 
it when you win and I'll bring that to this World Junior." 

Gaucher started the August event in a depth role before moving up to the 
third-line centre spot in the medal round following an injury to Ridly 
Greig.   

"I can play in every situation," the Anaheim Ducks prospect promised. "I'll 
try to be there in those heavy games ... those games will be my type of 
games. I like when it's hard and heavy. I'm big. I skate fast, win faceoffs, 
throw the body around a little bit." 

Gaucher stands 6-foot-3, 207 pounds. He is the second-heaviest forward 
at Canada's camp behind only Schaefer (219). 

"He's such a smart player," observed Seattle Kraken forward Shane 
Wright. "He thinks the game at such a high level. He's just so solid. His 
all-around game, his 200-foot game, is so strong. He's a solid faceoff 
guy, can play defensively, but has offensive talent as well." 

--- 

Ethan Del Mastro is missing one of his two front teeth.  

"I got a skate to the face so luckily it's just the tooth," the Mississauga 
Steelheads defenceman said. "It was a crazy play. You're not expecting 
it. Someone just falls in front of you and the foot came back and caught 
me a little bit and cut up my face a little bit and hit the tooth." 

The play happened in a game a couple weeks ago against the Hamilton 
Bulldogs.   

"The blade caught my lip and tooth a little bit. It was a little scary, but we 
had a good staff and they made it easy."   

Del Mastro, who played six games for Canada in August, isn't planning 
any dental work before Boxing Day.  

"My mom would probably want me to get it fixed as soon as possible," he 
said with a smile, "but I think it looks better for a hockey player maybe. A 
lot of people have been telling me I look more like a hockey player now 
so I'll take it." 

Kamloops centre Logan Stankoven is also dealing with some tooth 
trouble. He has a chipped front tooth courtesy of a recent high stick to the 
face. He got it fixed back home, but then ...  

"I got here the other night and I took a bite out of a pizza crust and it fell 
out," he said with a laugh. "I talked to my trainer back home and he 
thinks it's the airplane pressure." 

Unlike Del Mastro, Stankoven is eager to get to a dentist.  

"I'll try and get it fixed as soon as possible," he said. "It's not the greatest 
when it comes to eating and drinking." 

---    

Team Canada lines at the start of Sunday's game:  

Dean - Beck - Othmann  

Fantilli - Bankier - Dumais 

Schaefer - Dach - Roy  

Bolduc - Kidney - Greene  

Korchinski - Matier 

Hinds - Samson  

Allan - Nause 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 12, 2022 

 

Lambos  
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