
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 13, 2022 

 

 

Red Wings look to stop home losing streak in game against the Hurricanes 

By Chip Alexander 

Seth Jarvis gathered the puck for a shootout shot at practice 
and headed toward goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, slowing near the 
crease, using his best fakes and dekes. 
And was promptly stopped by Kochetkov. And fell over the 
goalie’s right pad, landing on his backside, his feet flying up 
in the air. 
No, things have not all gone smoothly for Jarvis in the 
forward’s second season with the Carolina Hurricanes.  
A day later, Kochetkov was stopping all 16 shots he faced as 
the Canes again took to the road and shut out the New York 
Islanders, 3-0. That was Saturday as Carolina played with 
forwards Sebastian Aho and Jesper Fast both out of the 
lineup with injuries, using seven defensemen and 11 
forwards. 
Jarvis? He took a puck off his right skate blocking a Noah 
Dobson shot early, and later absorbed a crunching hit from 
Matt Martin. He left the game in the second period but was 
soon back as the Canes (15-6-6) closed out a victory. 
“Not much has changed this year for me. Everybody still 
treats me like a rookie,” Jarvis, smiling, told the N&O last 
week before leaving for Long Island. “But I still feel like a little 
kid out here. That’s the fun part.” 
Jarvis was one of the Canes’ feel-good stories last season, 
making the jump from junior hockey to the NHL, having some 
fun. He finished with 17 goals and 40 points in 68 regular-
season games, scoring four game-winning goals, displaying 
some fearless play around the net. 
He started this season with goals in two of the first three 
games, then had one in the next 18. He was getting his 
minutes and the effort was there, but not the offensive 
production as his shooting percentage has been well below 
last year’s 15.5%. 
Not that it has overly bothered Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. 
“I think he’s been good,” Brind’Amour said. “You’re going to 
have ups and downs in your second year. Go back a 
hundred years ago and my second year was a tough year in 
the league after having a real good first year. 
“Most of it is expectations. Everyone says, ‘Well, you scored 
20 your first year so you’re going to get 30.’ That’s hard. If 
you take the expectation (part) out of it and you watch the 
play, I think he’s done really well. His game is just going to 
grow.” 
A year ago, teams constantly prodded and tested the 5-10, 
175-pound winger, the Canes’ first-round draft pick in 2020. 
And especially in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Jarvis, 20, had his front teeth rearranged after taking a stick 
in the mouth from Ryan Strome of the New York Rangers. 

Some friendly fire also hurt. He took a Brendan Smith shot 
just below the waistline, a painful sight for all who saw it.  
But it’s all a part of being initiated into the NHL, and Jarvis 
believes he’s better for it this season. 
“I think learning wise, I’m more mature, physically and 
mentally,” he said. “I think my game is more mature than it 
was last year, maybe more away from the puck where I can 
make better reads defensively.  
“Just in general, being able to be out there in big moments 
and high-pressure situations is something I want to be a part 
of. I think this year I see myself being able to be trusted.” 
It’s all about consistency. Jarvis said, and that’s something 
that was missing early in the season. And maybe some puck 
luck. 
“Honestly, it was just the bounces and it was tough for me to 
create momentum for myself and for the team,” Jarvis said. 
“In general, the puck was kind of hopping away from me and 
I was having trouble kind of corralling it and getting my shots 
through.” 
Jarvis ended a scoreless streak with a goal against Calgary 
on Nov. 26 and has two goals and four assists in his past 
seven games. Some of the bounces, he said, are going his 
way. 
“I’m turning the tide a little bit and that comes with working 
hard,” he said. “That’s what’s changed. At the beginning of 
the year I was focused on scoring and I got away from what 
my game is, which is energy and effort.  
“Now, the past 10 or 12 games, I’ve gone back to how I 
made this team, with energy and effort.” 
Jarvis is both fast and feisty. The Canes’ Nov. 29 game at 
Pittsburgh was in overtime and Jarvis was coming off the ice 
when he bumped the Penguins’ Bryan Rust into the boards 
by the benches. 
With the Pens screaming for a penalty and preoccupied with 
Jarvis, the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov and Brett Pesce took 
off down the ice, Pesce scoring the OT winner. 
Moments before, Rust had checked Jarvis into the boards. 
Jarvis bounced off the hit, took off down the left wing and got 
off a shot, only to take a stick high from Pens defenseman 
Brian Dumoulin as he rounded the net. Then, the hit on Rust. 
“The puck squirted in the neutral zone and I’m not going to 
stop playing because (Rust) stands up straight or whatever 
and he slows down,” Jarvis said. “I’m out there to win a 
game. I felt like I finished my check, finished my play. 
‘They didn’t like it. They tried coming after me and we had a 
two-on-oh. I think it was a hockey play.” 
That’s what Jarvis is about: making hockey plays, helping his 
team win. 
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Morning Skate: Red Wings vs Hurricanes – Preview, How to Watch 

By jpicks19 

Time: 7:00 PM EST 
Place: Little Caesars Arena 
TV: BSDET, BSSD 
Radio: WXYT-97.1 FM 
Hurricanes Blog: Canes Country 
The Red Wings welcome the Carolina Hurricanes to Little 
Caesars Arena tonight in the latest matchup of a tough 
December schedule that sees the Wings squaring off with 
several of the league’s top teams. Detroit returns home after 
a solid 4-game road trip that saw them nab 5 of a possible 8 
points. 
Detroit will have to bring another strong performance to keep 
this one close as the Hurricanes are a solid team with depth 
up and down the lineup. Their advanced metrics all have 
them amongst the best teams in the league with an expected 
GF% of 59.5%. They allow their opposition little opportunity 
to score with a league best 2.01 expected GA/60. Without 
comparing Detroit’s numbers, the bottom line is they are not 
great, mostly in the bottom 10 of the league. But the Wings 
have found a way to consistently take home points, with 
Husso’s strong performance likely responsible for a 
significant portion of that. 
Hronek will be looking to find himself back on the scoresheet 
after going pointless in the last two games. Up front Perron 
has a bit of a hot stick with points in 3 of the last 4 games 
including 2 goals and 2 assists. Meanwhile Copp has 
seemingly found his groove following his off-season surgery, 

tallying 10 points in his last 11 games, offering the secondary 
goal support the team had lacked for so long. This despite 
being put in a less offensive situation with linemates Erne 
and Sundqvist lately. Another hot hand is the newest 
member to the team, Jonatan Berggren who has 4 points in 
his last 6 games, playing on the 4th line alongside Veleno 
and Czarnik. 
The Wings will remain without Olli Maatta on their blue line 
as he remained out of practice yesterday. Several forwards 
remain out of the lineup as well for at least a few more 
weeks. 
The Hurricanes have lost only 1 of their last 10 in regulation, 
despite 4 OT or SO losses in that same stretch. The Canes 
are off to a strong 15-6-6 start to the season, but find 
themselves leading a chase pack of 4 teams trying to reel in 
New Jersey atop the Metro division. 
One of the Hurricanes’ top forwards is currently out of the 
lineup, with coach Rod Brind’Amour indicating Sebastien 
Aho remains out. Jesper Fast could be a late addition to the 
lineup but appears to still be out returning any day now. 
Regardless, the Hurricanes remain a dangerous team with 
Detroit needing to keep careful tabs on threats like 
Svechnikov (15G, 11A), Necas (12G, 16A), and the veteran 
defenseman Brent Burns (4G, 16A). 
Husso was once again named the starter as Nedeljkovic has 
been relegated to spot duty and could find himself battling 
with the recently recalled Hellberg for the backup position. 
Kochetkov is expected to start for the Hurricanes. So far this 
season he’s posted a 2.21 GAA and .918 SV%. 

 

 

 

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article269873812.html 
https://www.wingingitinmotown.com/2022/12/13/23506875/morning-skate-red-wings-vs-hurricanes-preview-how-to-watch 
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1262441 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Detroit Red Wings recall G Magnus Hellberg. What this means for week 
ahead 

 

HELENE ST. JAMES 

 

The Detroit Red Wings will be three goaltenders deep as they begin a 
week that is at both light and compact. 

Magnus Hellberg was recalled Sunday evening from a stint in the minors. 
Hellberg went 2-2-0 in four games with the Grand Rapids Griffins, posting 
a 2.50 goals-against average and a 0.932 save percentage. The Wings 
claimed Hellberg, 31, off waivers in November, taking advantage of 
having the roster and salary cap space to arry three goaltenders. 

The Wings next play Tuesday at Little Caesars Arena against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, one of just three games on the slate this week. But 
the game after that comes Wednesday at the Minnesota Wild, and while 
the Wings did play Ville Husso in back-to-back games earlier this month, 
common practice is to use two goaltenders. The only other game on the 
slate this week is Saturday vs. the Ottawa Senators. 

Veteran's impact:Detroit Red Wings' David Perron as effective as ever, 
hits 1,000-game milestone 

The Wings are in a tough spot because Alex Nedeljkovic has been 
struggling, allowing at least four goals in his last three starts and in six of 
eight starts this season. He had a good start in his last game, Dec. 8 at 
the Florida Panthers, but then when he allowed one goal, another soon 
followed. The Panthers scored two goals inside a minute two times in the 
second period, and that doomed the Wings. 

More:Detroit Red Wings' Alex Nedeljkovic dejected after another bad 
night: 'I just need to execute' 

Coach Derek Lalonde said after the 5-1 loss that "Nedo wasn't the 
problem," and Nedeljkovic's teammates did play poorly in front of him. 
Lalonde said Monday that Husso will start the Hurricanes game and that 
no decision had been made on Wednesday, though he did say the 
coaching staff had not ruled out Husso starting again. 

Hellberg spent about a month with the Wings near the end of last 
season, when Thomas Greiss was struggling and/or unavailable because 
of injury, and Nedeljkovic was carrying the workload. Hellberg won his 
only appearance, in the season finale. He signed a one-year, $750,000 
deal with the Seattle Kraken last summer, started the season with them, 
was waived and claimed by the Ottawa Senators, who ended up placing 
him back on waivers, where he was reclaimed by the Kraken before 
again landing on waivers. 

Hellberg has played one NHL game this season, posting a victory with a 
2.00 GAA and .935 save percentage. He has appeared in just six career 
NHL games, going 3-3 with a 2.60 GAA and .891 save percentage. 
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Red Wings looking to change lack of success in overtime 

 

TED KULFAN   The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings spent time during Monday's practice working 
on three-on-three situations, for overtime. 

It's no surprise, really, considering Saturday's 3-2 loss to Dallas in 
overtime, and the Wings' 1-4 record in overtimes this season (1-2 in the 
shootout, 2-6 overall). 

Those are valuable points left on the table for the Wings, which would 
really hurt if they continue to be in the playoff hunt later this season. 

"We have to start winning some games in overtime," captain Dylan Larkin 
said. 

The feel of three-on-three overtimes have changed in the NHL since it 
was put in place in 2015. When it was originally ushered in, the extra 
time seemed to have a lot of speed and offensive chances, with skill 
players showing their talent. 

But as is often the case, coaching staffs have put their fingerprints all 
over the three-on-three format. Now, it's possession of the puck that is 
most important, while limiting opportunities for the opposing teams. 

"Make it slow and make sure they don't get any chances," said Larkin, of 
the not just the Wings' philosophy, but much of the league. "Coming into 
the league, it was wide open; (now) teams are starting to change on 
three-on-three. It's a little bit different." 

Coach Derek Lalonde hasn't been disappointed with the way the Wings 
have attacked overtime, but has been disappointed with the outcomes. 

Monday was a good opportunity to work on-ice on the three-on-three 
format. 

"It's one of those things you want to work on, but don't get a lot of time to 
work on it," Lalonde said. "It's been frustrating for us because even 
looking at the underlying numbers, three-on-three, we've out-chanced our 
opponent in three-on-three time, we've had 60% possession in our three-
on-three play, we've only given up seven chances against, and four of 
them have ended up in the back of the net. And all have been eerily 
similar. 

"It's not managing our game, egregrious turnovers, and ended up in the 
back of our net. It's almost an extension of our five-on-five play. We've 
asked guys to manage their game five-on-five and this is the same thing. 

"For me, it's not a structure issue when the underlying numbers are what 
they are; it's a managing your game issue." 

Lalonde feels teams are better at defending three-on-three these days. 
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"People are having a smarter approach," said Lalonde, noting Dallas 
basically touched the puck for the first time in overtime on its only scoring 
chances several minutes into period. 

Some analysts wouldn't mind erasing the overtime formats and simply 
going back to ties after regulation. But Lalonde doesn't feel that's the way 
to go. 

"I like it; it's good for the fans," said Lalonde, noting the potential for high-
end excitement and dazzling offense. "Maybe it'll get to that point (of 
people losing interest), but it's been great. Maybe it's lost a little of its 
wow and pow but because of people just learning how to defend it, but I 
have no problem with it." 

Goaltending options 

Goaltender Magnus Hellberg rejoined the Wings on Monday after 
completing a four-game conditioning stint with Grand Rapids. 

Hellberg played well for the Griffins, going 2-2-0, with a 2.50 goals-
against average and .932 save percentage. Hellberg gives the Wings an 
option 

"It's a lot different from just practicing," said Hellberg, who the Wings 
claimed off waivers last month. "It's more mental and that's why you play 
the game, to compete and win as many games as you can. It was fun 
getting some game action. 

"I was able to play some games down there and we'll see what happens. 
I prepared to be in a game. I have to have that mindset, to be ready if I'm 
called upon. I feel good." 

Lalonde said Ville Husso will get the start in net Tuesday against 
Carolina, but who gets the start Wednesday in Minnesota is unclear. 
Husso could get the back-to-back starts, given his success with such a 
scenario recently, or it could be Hellberg or Alex Nedeljkovic. 

The Wings, for the time being, have options. 

"He did what we asked of him, got some games (in Grand Rapids), now 
we're game to game with our three goalies," Lalonde said. "He performed 
well. I just like he did what we asked of him. He didn't have to agree on 
the conditioning stint and he did and went down there and played four 
games and played well, so good on him." 

Ice chips 

Defenseman Olli Maatta didn't practice Monday after having missed the 
last two games of the road with a non-COVID illness. At this point, 
Lalonde isn't sure Maatta can be ready to play against Carolina. 

"He felt a little better, but it's just a day-to-day illness thing," Lalonde said. 
"I'm guessing it'll be a lot to ask him to play (Tuesday) but he's inching 
closer." 

... Robby Fabbri (knee surgery) has yet to play this season, but is now in 
a full contact jersey and getting closer to returning. Lalonde said Jan. 1 
remains the target date. 

"We're sticking to that Jan. 1 date and being cautious with his history, 
with his lower-body injuries," said Lalonde, excited about the prospect of 
adding a top-six, offensive forward. "It'll be a nice little spark for us, the 
way he plays the game." 

Fabbri is getting antsy to play. 

"We're still going day by day and everything has been going well," Fabbri 
said. "That's all I can ask for. It's getting exciting. We're getting close and 
the boys are doing so well, so it's fun." 

Hurricanes at Red Wings 

▶ Faceoff: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

▶ TV/radio: BSD/97.1 FM 

▶ Outlook: The Hurricanes (15-6-6) have earned points in seven 
consecutive games (5-0-2) and are coming off an impressive 3-0 shutout 
victory Saturday over the New York Islanders. ... RW Andrei Svechnikov 
(15 goals), C Martin Necas (28 points) and D Brent Burns (20 points) 
lead a balanced offensive attack. 

Detroit News LOADED: 12.13.2022 
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Magnus Hellberg a backup option for Red Wings following Griffins stint 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – With Alex Nedeljkovic struggling, could Magnus Hellberg get 
a look as the Detroit Red Wings’ back-up goaltender? 

That remains to be seen. But coach Derek Lalonde said Hellberg is an 
option. Hellberg is ready following a four-game conditioning stint with the 
Grand Rapids Griffins. 

“We’ll see what happens,” Hellberg said Monday, after rejoining the Red 
Wings for practice. “Obviously, I’m prepared to be in a game. I think I 
have to have that mindset, to be ready if I get called upon. I’ll take it day 
by day, but I feel good.” 

Lalonde said Ville Husso will start Tuesday against Carolina at Little 
Caesars Arena (7 p.m., Bally Sports Detroit) before a decision is made 
on who starts Wednesday in Minnesota. 

“It could be Ville (on Wednesday); he looked really good in his last 
opportunity back-to-back (Dec. 2-3),” Lalonde said. “Obviously, we have 
the option of three guys now.” 

Hellberg, claimed off waivers from Seattle on Nov. 23, went 2-2-0 with a 
2.50 goals-against average and .932 save percentage for the Griffins. 

“Obviously it’s a lot different from just practicing,” Hellberg said. “It’s a lot 
more mental playing games. I think it was really good for me to see a lot 
of shots.” 

Said Lalonde: “I liked that he did what we asked of him. He did not have 
to agree to the conditioning stint. He went down there and played well. 
It’s good on him.” 

Nedeljkovic has lost his past three starts and is 2-4-2 with a 4.09 GAA 
and .880 save percentage. 

“It’s tough, but you got to trust practice reps,” Lalonde said. “In this day 
and age with a specialized full-time goaltending coach, got to trust that a 
little bit. I know statistically it was a tough game for Ned (Thursday’s 5-1 
loss in Florida). You can nit-pick on each goal, but he was ready to play 
that game.” 

Michigan Live LOADED: 12.13.2022 
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Kraken claim former first-round draft pick Eeli Tolvanen 

 

Dec. 12, 2022 at 2:47 pm Updated Dec. 12, 2022 at 3:37 pm   

Kate Shefte  

 

The Kraken claimed 23-year-old Eeli Tolvanen off waivers from the 
Nashville Predators on Monday. The move gives the former first-round 
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draft pick a chance to reclaim some of the hype in Seattle and the Kraken 
a new option, likely in their bottom six forwards. 

The 5-foot-10, 191-pound Tolvanen was selected 30th overall by the 
Predators in the 2017 NHL draft, after their run to the Stanley Cup Final. 
Speculation swirled Monday morning regarding who would take a chance 
on Tolvanen, who has 25 goals in 135 career games and was once 
considered a top Predators prospect. 

Seattle (16-8-3) is tied for second in the Pacific Division. Numerous other 
teams presumably didn’t have room for or passed on the forward, who 
has four points (two goals, two assists) in 13 games this season. 
Tolvanen, who was born in Vihti, Finland, hasn’t played since Nov. 19 
and was a healthy scratch for seven consecutive games. 

Tolvanen had 22 points, half of which were on the power play, in 40 
games during the COVID-shortened 2020-21 season and signed a three-
year deal with Nashville that summer. His total improved by only a point 
in 72 games the next season. His contract carries a $1.45 million salary-
cap hit and runs through 2023-24. 

The Kraken confirmed that forward Karson Kuhlman (one goal, two 
assists) was placed on waivers. Kuhlman, often a healthy scratch himself 
this season, was claimed off waivers by Seattle in January. The other 31 
NHL teams had 24 hours from 9 a.m. Monday to put in a claim. 

Kraken call up defenseman 

The Kraken could be without their entire second defensive pairing 
Tuesday. Justin Schultz, who has appeared in all 27 games this season, 
exited Sunday’s game with 8:19 left in the third period after a shove from 
behind into the boards by the Florida Panthers’ Ryan Lomberg. 

Lomberg was assessed a five-minute major for boarding and a game 
misconduct. 

Kraken center Matty Beniers immediately went after Lomberg following 
the hit, which was seemingly in retaliation for Schultz grabbing at 
Lomberg’s head a few seconds earlier as they were barreling after the 
puck. Schultz got off the ice on his own and did not return to the game. 

“As always, we’ll wait until the morning, see where we’re at,” coach Dave 
Hakstol said after the game. 

Gustav Olofsson earned his second regular-season recall from the 
Coachella Valley Firebirds on Monday, casting doubt on Schultz’s 
availability Tuesday against the Tampa Bay Lightning. Cale Fleury, the 
extra defenseman Seattle has kept around the entire season, is already 
in the lineup, filling in for Jamie Oleksiak. 

Oleksiak was suspended three games for a high hit of his own on the 
Washington Capitals’ Alexander Alexeyev. Oleksiak, Schultz’s defensive 
partner, is eligible to return Sunday against the Winnipeg Jets. 

Schultz, 32, was the overtime hero in a Nov. 17 win against the New 
York Rangers, and his early first season with the Kraken has been quietly 
solid for the most part. That two-goal outing against the Rangers kicked 
off a six-game point streak (two goals, eight assists). 

“He’s calm, and he’s quiet, but his presence speaks very loudly,” Hakstol 
said during that scoring streak. “He carries himself so well. He’s garnered 
a ton of respect in the dressing room. He’s been an instantaneous leader 
for us, just with his experience and poise.” 

Seattle Times LOADED: 12.13.2022 
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Kraken add former 1st-round pick Eeli Tolvanen on waiver claim 

 

BRENT STECKER2-3 minutes 12/12/2022 

 

A day after snapping a three-game losing streak, the Seattle Kraken 
have made an interesting addition to the roster. 

The Kraken claimed forward Eeli Tolvanen on waivers Monday from the 
Nashville Predators, giving them a young player with perhaps some 
untapped potential. 

Following the claim, the Kraken waived forward Karson Kuhlman. 

Tolvanen is in his fifth NHL season despite being just 23 years old. The 
native of Finland was drafted 30th overall in the 2017 NHL Draft by 
Nashville. 

He had a strong 2021-22 season, scoring 11 goals and 12 assists over 
75 games, and has playoff experience from each of the past two 
seasons. But in 13 games this season, he has just two goals and two 
assists for four points. According to Sportsnet in Canada, Tolvanen was 
a healthy scratch in seven consecutive games for the Predators before 
being waived over the weekend. 

If there’s one thing learned from a a look over video highlights of 
Tolvanen, the lefty shooter carries quite the wallop. 

Kuhlman, 27, originally joined the Kraken in January as a waiver claim 
from the Boston Bruins. He has a goal and three points in 14 games 
played this season with Seattle. 

The Kraken (16-8-3) will look to build off Sunday’s 5-2 victory over the 
Florida Panthers when they continue their road trip at 4 p.m. Tuesday 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning (17-9-1). Seattle is tied for second in 
the NHL’s Pacific Division with 35 points, trailing only the Vegas Golden 
Knights (20-9-1, 41 points). 

MYNORTHWEST.COM LOADED: 12.13.2022 
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Kraken claim Eeli Tolvanen off waivers from Predators: What the forward 
brings to Seattle, where he fits 

 

The Athletic Staff, Corey Pronman, Shayna Goldman3-3 minutes 
12/12/2022 

 

The Seattle Kraken claimed Nashville Predators forward Eeli Tolvanen 
off waivers Monday. Here’s what you need to know: 

The 23-year-old Tolvanen has two goals and two assists in 13 games 
played. He was a Predators first-round pick (No. 30) in 2017 and was 
highly regarded for his scoring ability. 

Last season, Tolvanen scored 11 goals in 75 games. The year before he 
scored 11 in 40 games for a 0.28 goals-per-game average — an 82-
game pace of just under 23 goals. 

The Kraken are 16-8-3 and are in second place in the Pacific Division. 
The Predators are 12-11-2 and are in fifth place in the Central Division. 

Tolvanen’s contract, which carries a $1.45 million cap hit, runs through 
2023-24. 

Scouting report 

As a prospect, Tolvanen’s skill, hockey IQ and especially his shot were 
all excellent. Scouts considered him a premier goal scorer and power 
play asset. 

However, Tolvanen’s skating and his compete level have always been a 
concern with scouts. The fear was that Tolvanen’s offense wouldn’t 
translate to the NHL, despite being a good pro at other levels. — 
Pronman 

Where does Tolvanen fit in the Kraken’s lineup? 
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Tolvanen likely starts somewhere in Seattle’s bottom-six, but could 
obviously move up if his play warrants it. Sometimes it’s tricky for a 
player to shine if they’re in that depth role, whether they’re weighed down 
by lesser teammates or simply don’t have enough ice time to make a 
difference. 

That could be seen as the case in Nashville; at the NHL level, he has yet 
to average more than 14:48 minutes, and this year was about two 
minutes lower than that career high. 

In Seattle, the ice time distribution is a lot more even for the top three 
lines. If Tolvanen plays above the fourth line, there may be more 
opportunity for him. What also helps is that the Kraken are a deeper team 
with their forward depth throughout the lineup. Having play drivers on the 
third line, if Tolvanen slots there, gives him a better chance to succeed 
considering the linemate support versus what he was accustomed to in 
Nashville where the team is pretty thin below their top forwards. — 
Goldman 

The Athletic LOADED: 12.13.2022 
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Stars notebook: How to play defense with broken sticks 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

PITTSBURGH — The Stars recalled forward Riley Tufte on Monday 
morning, marking the first recall of the season for the 2016 first-round 
draft pick. 

Tufte has seven goals and nine assists in 21 AHL games for Texas, a 
rise in production after he was a healthy scratch twice in the opening 
three games of the season. 

“When we sent that group down there, he was probably down the list of 
guys that we thought might come up at different points after camp,” 
DeBoer said. “But he’s worked his way to the top of that list with his play. 
So good on him.” 

Tufte was a scratch on Monday as the Stars used the same lineup they 
finished with in their overtime win over the Red Wings on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Ty Dellandrea played with Tyler Seguin and Mason Marchment. Denis 
Gurianov elevated to play with Jamie Benn and Wyatt Johnston, while 
Radek Faksa returned to the fourth line alongside Joel Kiviranta and 
Luke Glendening. 

DeBoer said last game was Gurianov’s best of the season, and he 
wanted to see if Gurianov “can follow that up and build some momentum 
on it, or not.” 

Rare sight: In the second period, the Stars had to battle through a tough 
defensive situation after an icing, when both Tyler Seguin and Luke 
Glendening’s sticks broke. 

It left just Nils Lundkvist, Miro Heiskanen and Joel Kiviranta with sticks as 
the Penguins possessed the puck in the offensive zone. Kiviranta 
eventually broke up the play in the slot by dropping to a knee. 

“That was kind of weird,” Kiviranta said. “I was like ‘Hopefully, we get the 
good bounce.’ I was just trying to stay in the middle and help guys out. … 
I was planning to talk, but the puck was moving so fast, and I was like ‘I 
can’t say anything,’ so I just stand in the middle.” 

— Stars prospect Logan Stankoven was selected for the Canadian World 
Juniors roster on Monday. The tournament begins on Dec. 26 in 
Moncton, New Brunswick and Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

Dallas selected Stankoven in the second round in 2021, and the 19-year-
old was named the CHL’s best player last season. 
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Stars lose after conceding last-minute goal to Penguins 

 

Matthew DeFranks 

 

PITTSBURGH — For 59 minutes and 23.3 seconds on Monday night, the 
Stars could be pleased with how they played the Penguins. 

They generated enough offense to give themselves a chance to win. 
They defended well enough to give goaltender Jake Oettinger a chance 
to survive. They held Sidney Crosby in check, and got a goal from their 
top line. 

But in a 2-1 loss in Pittsburgh, it all unraveled in an instant. 

Evgeni Malkin scored the game-winning goal for the Penguins with 34.7 
seconds remaining in the third period, thwarting the Stars’ effort to begin 
a five-game road trip with a victory. Dallas plays at New Jersey in the 
second half of the back-to-back on Tuesday night. 

“Pretty good road game for 19 1/2 minutes [in the third period],” Stars 
coach Pete DeBoer said. “We made a mistake at the end there, did a lot 
of good things, had chances to score some goals. 

“Would have liked to have given Otter some offensive support tonight. I 
thought there was goals out there. We didn’t execute. We had some 2 on 
1s, things like that, that probably could have changed the game.” 

Roope Hintz scored just 19 seconds into the game on a Nils Lundkvist 
rebound, and Oettinger stopped 24 of the 26 shots he faced. Pierre-
Olivier Joseph scored on a Pittsburgh power play in the first period to tie 
the game at 1. 

Ty Dellandrea had a second-period chance on a 2 on 1, but Tristan Jarry 
made the save: “I’ve got to hit that, that’s a good play by him.” 

In dissecting the anatomy of Malkin’s goal, there’s plenty of responsibility 
to go around. 

DeBoer wanted defensemen Ryan Suter and Jani Hakanpää to be tighter 
as Bryan Rust and Jason Zucker entered the offensive zone in a 2-on-2 
situation. 

“I thought we gave them too much room,” DeBoer said. “That point in the 
game, you don’t want to give them the entry and allow them to get to that 
point. I wish we would have shut it down a little quicker.” 

As Malkin joins the play, both Jason Robertson and Roope Hintz have a 
chance to get a body on him, but neither does. Meanwhile, Oettinger 
vacates his crease and is bumped, leaving him spinning as Malkin wins 
the game. 

“If that bounces to the left a foot, we just grab it and clear it,” Oettinger 
said. “It goes right to him. Obviously, it hurts to not get a point or even 
two. But just a s——y bounce. … I thought we played a great road game. 
We gave ourselves every chance to win. Just a bad bounce at the end. I 
think we’ve got to be proud of how we played.” 

The play was reviewed by the officials for goaltender interference, but the 
goal was upheld. Oettinger said he got bumped by Rust, “but I was 
outside of my crease, so that’s probably why they didn’t call it back.” 

In the end, three Penguins skaters executed better than four Stars plus a 
goaltender. 
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“We had numbers back,” DeBoer said. “It wasn’t an outnumbered 
situation.” 

As a whole, Monday’s game was evenly played. According to 
MoneyPuck, the Stars produced 1.27 expected goals at 5 on 5, 
compared to Pittsburgh’s 1.11. Natural Stat Trick’s model put it at 1.31-
1.28, Stars. Shots were 27-26, Dallas. Shot attempts were 57-51, Dallas. 

But a lapse as overtime approached left the Stars without any points in 
Pittsburgh. 

The Stars are now 1-4-3 this season against teams that entered Monday 
in the top 10 in points percentage. That doesn’t include a 0-1-1 record 
against the reigning Stanley Cup champion Avalanche. 

Before the game, the Stars understood the test that lied in front of them, 
facing a Penguins team that was 10-1-1 in its 12 previous games 
entering Monday night. 

“I think it’s always a measuring stick when you play some of the elite 
teams in the league, and this is definitely one of them,” DeBoer said. 

On Tuesday night, the Stars will be presented with another test, as the 
Devils (21-5-2) will welcome Dallas to town. Scott Wedgewood is 
expected to start in goal for the Stars. 

“We defended pretty hard tonight against a real good team on the road in 
a tough building,” DeBoer said. “I thought defensively, we were pretty 
good tonight, did a lot of good things. 

“A lot of nights, you’ll come away with points in a road game like that.” 
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Stars observations: Breaking down Penguins’ late goal, lineup changes 
and more 

 

Saad Yousuf 

 

PITTSBURGH — With 54 seconds left in regulation and the score tied 1-
1, the puck was on the stick of Jason Robertson, who passed it to Roope 
Hintz coming into the offensive zone. Twenty seconds later, the puck was 
in the Stars’ net and Jason Zucker leaped into an embrace with Evgeni 
Malkin, who scored the game-winning goal to send the Stars packing 
without anything to show for their otherwise solid effort. 

“Pretty good road game for 19 and a half minutes,” coach Pete DeBoer 
said. “We made a mistake at the end there. Did a lot of good things, had 
chances to score some goals. Would have liked to given Otter (Jake 
Oettinger) a little offensive support tonight. I thought there were goals out 
there. We didn’t execute, had some two-on-ones, things like that that 
probably could have changed the game.” 

Pittsburgh’s final goal for the 2-1 win was a bundle of chaos. The Stars 
weren’t outnumbered when Zucker and Bryan Rust came down the ice 
with Malkin trailing, but they were at a disadvantage. Jani Hakanpaa and 
Ryan Suter were the two defensemen to beat for the Penguins, and 
Robertson was the forward trailing with Malkin. Though the quick puck 
movement between Zucker and Rust deserves its fair share of credit, the 
first culprit is the lack of resistance the Stars offered the Penguins 
entering the zone. 

“I just thought we gave them too much room,” DeBoer said. “I think at 
that point in the game, you don’t want to give them the entry and allow 
them to get to that point. I wish we would have shut it down a little 
quicker.” 

After the initial failure on the entry, the Stars mixed their miscues with 
some unfortunate luck. Robertson was backchecking and had a position 

in front of Malkin until the top of the left circle, before trailing off to the left 
following Malkin’s pass to Rust. Meanwhile, Rust took the puck to the net 
but was met by Oettinger. Perhaps Oettinger could have played a little 
tighter and safer, but he made a good, albeit riskier, play to prevent Rust 
from scoring by executing a successful pokecheck and dislodging the 
puck. 

“I just saw a guy (Malkin) had a pretty good chance to shoot, so I thought 
he was going to shoot, but he dished it down low (to Rust),” Oettinger 
said. “That guy was going to try to drive it to the back post. I just 
pokechecked him and got swung around, and they buried the rebound.” 

The mistake on the back end was that Malkin was left unattended. 
Robertson was on him but trailed off in one direction while Hintz came 
from the back on the other side. Hintz could have made things harder for 
Malkin but peeled off when Rust got the puck and went to the net. The 
Penguins centerman had a clear path ahead, but where the puck went 
after Oettinger’s pokecheck was simply misfortunate. 

“I mean, if that bounces to the left a foot, we just grab it and clear it,” 
Oettinger said. “It goes right to him. Obviously, it hurts to not get a point 
or even two, but it’s just a s—– bounce.” 

The offense was bound to find things difficult Monday, going against one 
of the hottest goalies in the league over the past month. In Tristan Jarry’s 
10 starts since Nov. 14, he is 9-0-1 with a .941 save percentage among 
goaltenders who have started at least five games in that span, second 
only to Linus Ullmark’s .952. Still, the Stars had their fair share of 
chances. They revived an old tradition of the top line scoring within the 
first minute or two when Hintz made a nice play to circle the puck around 
to Nils Lundkvist, who got a shot on goal that Hintz was able to bury on 
the rebound. 

Later, Ty Dellandrea and Tyler Seguin had a chance to combine for a 
two-on-one rush opportunity. Too often during the middle stretch, the 
Stars got stuck in the mud in their own zone and were able to create 
looks only on the rush or power play. Once they finally started to come 
down on Jarry late in the third period, a quick series of mistakes and bad 
luck deprived them of even salvaging a point. 

Lineup changes 

The Stars called up Riley Tufte from the AHL to accompany them on this 
trip. Tufte has been on a hot stretch recently, scoring 12 points in his past 
11 games. Dallas didn’t have to make a corresponding move because it 
was carrying just 12 forwards and seven defensemen. This allowed the 
Stars to accrue cap space while they worked with a relatively healthy 
roster. 

DeBoer made three tweaks to the lineup Monday. Aside from keeping the 
top line together, DeBoer maintained the pairings of Seguin and Mason 
Marchment, Wyatt Johnston and Jamie Benn, and Joel Kiviranta and 
Luke Glendening. 

Radek Faksa went from the second line to the fourth, and Denis 
Gurianov jumped from the fourth line to the third line with Johnston and 
Benn. This elevated Dellandrea back to the second-line wing, which is 
where he began the season. 

DeBoer was asked what the primary motivation was behind the shuffle, 
whether it was to continue looking for a solution for the third member next 
to Seguin and Marchment or something else. 

“We went 3-1-1 at home, so I don’t think anyone played poorly,” he said 
after the morning skate. “I said Gurianov had his best game (on 
Saturday) since I’ve been here, so I want to see if he can follow that up 
and build some momentum on it or not. I think Dellandrea is a guy that 
has the same ability as Faksa in that he can solidify a line with his detail 
and his defensive ability and his ability to play low and help take faceoffs 
and things. Not a lot of thought, we’re not married to anything, but I think 
the primary thing is I want to give Denis an opportunity to build on it.” 

Whether through DeBoer’s offense-friendly system or his dealing with 
Gurianov off the ice, the Stars have been giving Gurianov a fair shot to 
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prove his worth. He has played on the second line with skilled guys in 
Seguin and Marchment; he got put on a line with Johnston and Benn, 
who have been buzzing lately; and he even reclaimed his spot on the 
second power-play unit. It will be up to Gurianov to take advantage of the 
opportunities and not only produce but also play with consistency. 

Scoring distribution 

Robertson — 1G (Hintz) — Pavelski 

Marchment — Seguin — Dellandrea 

Benn — Johnston — Gurianov 

Kiviranta — Faksa — Glendening 

Heiskanen — 1A (Lundkvist) 

Lindell — Hakanpaa 

Suter — Miller 

.920 save percentage (Oettinger) 

Three plays 

Here are three non-scoring plays that stood out: 

Kiviranta’s rescue 

In the second period, the Stars found themselves in a tough situation. At 
five-on-five, Seguin and Glendening lost their sticks. It essentially put the 
Penguins on a mini-power play, especially after they were able to clear 
the sticks out of the way. Pittsburgh was unable to get a shot on goal, as 
Kiviranta did a good job of breaking up the play, clearing it out of the 
zone and even keeping the intensity on the ensuing sequence in the 
other zone. 

“That was kind of weird,” Kiviranta said. “It’s like, hopefully we get the 
good bounce. I was just trying to stay in the middle and help guys out. … 
Basically, it’s like a five-on-three (penalty kill) when there are two guys 
without the stick. Of course, there’s a little pressure because two guys 
basically can’t do anything, but it is what it is. I was planning to talk (on 
the ice during the five-on-three), but the puck was moving so fast, and I 
was like, I can’t say anything, so I just stood in the middle.” 

Robertson’s no-look pass 

Whether it’s a quarterback, a basketball player or a hockey player, great 
passes are mostly remembered if the plays are completed on the other 
end. This Robertson feed to the slot didn’t connect with Hintz, but it was 
still another display of the 23-year-old forward’s hockey sense and 
anticipation: 

Johnston’s heads-up play 

In the third period, Benn dropped back the puck for Johnston, but the 
Penguins got to it first. Johnston, who had been pinned to the boards just 
moments earlier, got around and not only got to the puck but also fired a 
great pass to Benn at the net. Benn slid a pass to the crease, where 
Gurianov was. Had the pass connected, Gurianov had a look for a dunk-
in goal, but the play was a good display of Johnston’s combination of 
physical skill and hockey IQ. 
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Tage Thompson and the 5 incorrect lessons that bad NHL GMs will learn 
from him 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

It’s Tage Thompson’s world, and we’re all just living in it. 

The Sabres’ forward has become the star of the season. One year 
removed from what we thought was a breakout campaign that saw him 
leap from single-digit goal totals to a stunning 38, Thompson is on pace 
to blow past that mark. He has 21 goals through 28 games, several of the 
jaw-dropping highlight variety, and scored five against the Blue Jackets 
last week in what was also his second six-point game of the year. This 
guy is unstoppable. 

So how can this go wrong? 

Sorry, that’s the pessimist in me, but it’s a side that’s served me well in 
spotting NHL trends. There’s no story so good that somebody 
somewhere won’t find a way to screw it up. 

To be clear, I’m not going to look at this from a Sabres perspective. Their 
fans have suffered enough, and with Thompson locked in a long-term 
extension that already looks like a steal, maybe this really is a can’t-miss 
win for Buffalo. 

Instead, let’s look at the other 31 teams, those poor schmoes who don’t 
get to send Tage Thompson over the boards to wreck everyone. Right 
now, somebody in every front office around the league is looking at 
Thompson’s season and trying to figure out what it means for them. 

What are those other teams going to learn from the Age of Tage? 
Specifically, what are they going to learn that’s wrong, and that causes 
them to make bad decisions? I’ve got five suggestions. 

Your struggling fourth-liner is a potential superstar 

For the first four seasons of his NHL career, Thompson was an 18-goal 
scorer. No, not in an average season — that was the total for his entire 
career, one that was mostly spent plugging away in the bottom six 
between occasional disappointing trips up the lineup (when he wasn’t 
hurt or in the AHL). Last year, the light bulb went off and he became a 
star. But for years before that, he was Just A Guy. One with occasional 
flashes of potential, sure, but never more than that. 

Good news: Every team has a few players like that on the roster right 
now. Which means every team, if they squint hard enough, has a few 
future Thompsons. 

Imagine you’re the GM of an NHL team. Chances are, the offense isn’t 
clicking quite as well as you’d hoped. Maybe you have a few injuries, or 
the puck just isn’t bouncing your way. Even your coach, who’d rather lose 
2-1 than win 6-5, admits he might like a bit more scoring pop. And the 
local fans and media keep asking when you’re going to do something. 

Now you don’t have to. No need to make any trades or aggressive 
moves, because the future is already here, and it’s that guy who hasn’t 
scored in 20 games. What are you going to do, waive the next Tage 
Thompson? Stay the course, and you’ll be rewarded in the end. It might 
take three or four years, but patience is a virtue for a wise executive like 
you. 

Big guys are back in 

For years, the NHL has been slowly morphing from a league where size 
was king to one where it doesn’t matter like it once did. There was a time 
when it felt like the first number any GM looked at on a player’s resume 
was his height, and anyone who wasn’t big got discarded, even if they 
were Martin St. Louis. Lately, that’s been changing, as teams have 
recognized that undersized players were a market inefficiency, and that 
big guys were often just lumbering behemoths who couldn’t keep up 
when the game got fast. 

But now, along comes Thompson, a guy listed at 6-foot-7, and all those 
old-school GMs are back in the game. They told us that size mattered, 
and now we’re seeing it play out on highlight reels. It’s hard to imagine 
the 200 hockey men enjoying anything more than a clip of a guy scoring 
a goal, then celebrating with a group hug from a bunch of teammates 
who come up to his armpits. 
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Does Thompson use his size to play a classic physical style? Not really. 
He’s not out there throwing big open-ice hits, or crushing guys in the 
corner, and he fights maybe once a season. Nobody who watches him is 
getting him mixed up with Eric Lindros or Zdeno Chara. But that doesn’t 
mean that he isn’t using his size to his advantage, because it’s just about 
impossible to defend against a guy with the hands to deke out a 
defenseman and the wingspan to touch both faceoff circles at the same 
time. 

The lesson here is clear: You want the next Tage, you draft the tallest 
guy you can find. That one scout on your staff who’s been around since 
the Dutton administration and just hits “sort by height” on every junior 
roster? He was right all along. Leave those undersized scorers who 
never amount to anything for the other teams, it’s time to go back to 
drafting dudes who bump their kneecaps on the crossbar. 

Bet on shooting percentage 

Yeah, you know we were going to have to do this one. Thompson’s first 
four seasons saw him play 145 games, and record a shooting 
percentage of 6.9. His breakout 2021-22 season saw that rocket all the 
way up to 15 percent. Any savvy hockey fan knew where this was going, 
because those sorts of percentage-based explosions almost never last, 
and teams that pay for them almost always regret it. 

The Sabres didn’t listen, and locked up Thompson to a seven-year, $49 
million extension. He still had a year left on his old contract, so the 
Sabres could have waited, taking an additional year to see what they 
really had. After all, this was the same team that had made the same 
mistake on guys like Jeff Skinner and Ville Leino. Instead of learning from 
those lessons, they rushed to get a Thompson deal done early, paying 
full price for what was all but certain to be a one-year wonder. 

It’s, uh, working out OK. 

Don’t worry, Thompson isn’t shooting 15 percent again. That would have 
been unrealistic. Instead, he’s even better, shooting north of 16 percent 
so far this year. Is that sustainable? Probably not, but nobody wants to 
say so because right now Thompson is basically an angry parent upping 
the punishments on a mouthy child. Oh, you don’t like 16 percent? Keep 
running your mouth, bucko, maybe we’ll try 20 percent next year. 

His extension hasn’t even started yet, and Thompson already looks 
underpaid. And sure, you could say that one outlier doesn’t disprove 20 
counter-examples. You’d say that if you were dumb, because shooting 
percentage binges are sustainable now. Tage says so, and your favorite 
team’s GM can’t wait to listen. 

Be patient with first-round picks 

Most NHL GMs love the “draft-and-develop” approach, mainly because it 
takes forever. If you can sell your fan base on a long-term rebuild, you’re 
basically buying yourself at least two or three years before anyone will 
ask any questions about what those prospects are up to. If you draft a 
goalie, you can stash him away for the better part of a decade before 
anyone even remembers. 

But eventually, somebody might ask about those picks. And that’s 
especially true for first-rounders. After all, those are the guys who get the 
full draft day treatment, with photo ops on stage in their new jerseys and 
weirdly fitted ball caps. They probably jump right to the top of your 
prospect list, and fans immediately start reciting their names as proof that 
the future is bright. 

That’s all good. At least, it’s good until you get a few years down the line 
and that first-round pick isn’t contributing yet. They’re probably in the 
NHL by that point, but they’re not putting up big numbers, and fans are 
starting to grumble. If things get really bad, you might start hearing that 
dreaded word, “bust.” 

That’s very bad news for a GM and his front office. Drafting is tricky, 
sure, but first-rounders are supposed to hit. Whiffing on one is a major 
missed opportunity. 

Well, not anymore. There are no more first-round busts. There are only 
Tage Thompsons who haven’t Tage Thompsoned yet. 

Thompson was a first-round pick, going 26th in the 2016 draft, ahead of 
guys like Alex DeBrincat and Carter Hart who had a more immediate 
impact. It took five full years for him to have an impact at the NHL level, 
but he got there. Less savvy teams might have written a player like that 
off, muttering about the fallacy of sunk costs. But now we know better. 
Every first-round pick deserves patience, because they might be the next 
Thompson. Everyone just calm down and wait, your GM’s got this. 

Of course, it’s worth remembering that it wasn’t actually the Sabres who 
drafted Thompson, and that brings us to our last key lesson … 

There is no such thing as a bad trade 

The Sabres acquired Thompson on July 1, 2018, as part of a package 
from the Blues that also included  Patrik Berglund, Vladimir Sobotka and 
two draft picks. In exchange, they sent Ryan O’Reilly to St. Louis. Then 
they watched him have a career year, win the Selke, and lead the Blues 
to their first Stanley Cup while winning the Conn Smythe. 

Whoops. 

Berglund lasted 23 games in Buffalo before leaving the team and the 
NHL. Sobotka stuck around for two seasons, scoring six goals. One pick 
was traded away in the Colin Miller deal, while the other turned into Ryan 
Johnson, a good blue line prospect who didn’t rank in the organization’s 
most recent top 10. 

All in all, the trade was a certified dud. And for years, it wasn’t unusual to 
see it show up on “worst trades” list. Sure, O’Reilly wanted out of Buffalo. 
But the Sabres basically gave the Blues a Stanley Cup in exchange for a 
handful of magic beans. 

But that’s the thing about magic beans — sometimes, one sprouts into a 
magic beanstalk. It took a few years, but last season moved the O’Reilly 
trade back into the “maybe OK” column. And this year, it’s starting to look 
like a win for the Sabres. That’s not to say the Blues wouldn’t do it all 
over again, because flags fly forever and they obviously would. But now it 
looks like a savvy move for the Sabres too, one that they can build their 
future around. 

Let that be a lesson to all you grumpy fans out there. Just because your 
team’s GM traded away one of your only good players for a bunch of 
guys who haven’t done anything to make the team better doesn’t mean it 
was a bad deal. In fact, it might be a very good deal, made by a very 
wise GM who you should stop criticizing. 

(Wait, does Thompson have a nickname yet? Because “Magic 
Beanstalk” is honestly pretty good. You can use that one, Sabres fans, 
it’s on me.) 

So what have we learned from the Tage Thompson experience? 

Maybe lots, if you’re an NHL GM. The main lesson is that everyone 
needs to stop being mean to you and start having more patience, 
because your draft busts are good and your worst trades were brilliant. 
Also, bet on big guys with no track record and crazy-high shooting 
percentages. What could go wrong? 

I think the better lesson is that we can’t learn anything. No, really, I think 
that’s the best option here — not for GMs, but for fans. Yes, we could try 
to pick apart Thompson’s last two seasons and try to extrapolate 
legitimate hockey lessons. But isn’t it more fun if we just shrug and enjoy 
the ride? 

Maybe Tage Thompson is just a hockey unicorn, one that can’t be 
explained, only enjoyed. Don’t try to capture it for further study, because 
it will get spooked and gallop away, never to be seen again. Instead, just 
sit back and appreciate the magic. Right up until it shrugs off two 
checkers and goes top shelf on your goalie in overtime. 
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NHL99: Patrice Bergeron conducts a master class in defensive wizardry 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

Welcome to NHL99, The Athletic’s countdown of the best 100 players in 
modern NHL history. We’re ranking 100 players but calling it 99 because 
we all know who’s No. 1 — it’s the 99 spots behind No. 99 we have to 
figure out. Every Monday through Saturday until February we’ll unveil 
new members of the list. 

On April 16, the Bruins hosted the Penguins. In the first period, between 
9:04 (Brian Dumoulin’s block of a Brad Marchand shot) and 9:11 (Mike 
Reilly’s 36-foot shot on goal), TD Garden off-ice officials did not identify 
anything they qualified as one of the game’s 242 events. 

Patrice Bergeron’s teammates and coaches would disagree.  

By their review, Bergeron determined what backchecking route to take, 
identified which Pittsburgh attacker was the biggest threat, skated himself 
back into the play, eliminated a between-the-circles chance, won a puck 
battle in the defensive zone and initiated a scoring rush for the Bruins the 
other way. 

“It’s a Hall of Fame play,” said Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman. 

The Athletic interviewed Bergeron and his five on-ice teammates at the 
time, plus assistant coach Chris Kelly, to understand the layers of the 
sequence.  

Brandon Carlo remembered the play right away when reviewing the clip. 
Brad Marchand did not. By now, such shifts have become regular 
occurrences for Bergeron’s left wing. 

“This is a very common thing that he does in his game,” Marchand said. 
“I’m not surprised by seeing that.” 

Bergeron was playing in Game No. 1,210 of his career. How he 
performed that day was not going to impact the 160 first-place votes he 
would claim for his record-breaking fifth Selke Trophy, which he’d win on 
June 5.  

But what has made Bergeron, at least by Selke metrics, the best 
defensive forward in NHL history — and 46th best player in the league’s 
modern era, as picked by The Athletic’s NHL99 project — is a 
metronomic, non-negotiable and rigorous pursuit of 200-foot sublimity. 
That it was Game No. 75 of his 18th NHL season did not mute 
Bergeron’s effort nor execution.  

“That’s him,” Kelly said of the play, “in a nutshell.” 

‘Chasing ass’ 

“At this point, it’s not good,” said Bergeron. “At this point, it’s like, ‘All 
right, we’ve got to get back. Because this could be ugly.'” 

At this point, the Penguins were breaking out of jail. Jason Zucker had 
the puck in the neutral zone. Dumoulin and Jeff Carter were sprinting 
down the right side. Bryan Rust was flying down the left wing. Reilly and 
Carlo were backtracking at the red line, doing their best to slow down the 
streaking Penguins until reinforcements arrived. 

Bergeron had barely reached the top of the left circle in the offensive 
zone. He had already acknowledged Carter was gone. 

“I’m not going to get this guy,” said Bergeron. “For lack of a better word, 
I’m chasing ass.” 

As he tried to rejoin the play, Bergeron was processing the other 
possibilities within reason. He knew Carter and Rust, for all their speed, 
had to stay onside. He identified that Zucker was carrying the puck 
laterally through center ice. These reads steered Bergeron to take the 

best route — one that had the highest likelihood of allowing him to 
influence the play. 

So instead of wasting any precious strides toward Carter, Bergeron 
calculated he was most needed pursuing Zucker. Former assistant coach 
Craig Ramsay regularly reminded Bergeron there were no 100-
percenters, meaning no play was certain. Bergeron was playing the 
odds. 

“I’m denying the middle,” Bergeron said. “I want to get a triangle going. 
We’re trying to deny the most dangerous shot. So if it’s a shot from the 
outside, it’s easier than a seam.” 

For Bergeron to work his way back into contention, though, he needed 
help from his defensemen.  

Gapping up 

Like Bergeron, Reilly sensed danger. He saw Carter and Dumoulin in full 
sprint. He estimated the wide forward had swung in the defensive zone to 
generate speed. Reilly’s job, then, was to gap up on Zucker to put the 
brakes on Pittsburgh’s advance. 

“Clearly the guys on the outside have speed now. And they’re not a 
standstill,” Reilly said. “Which makes it kind of tough. So you try to play 
this guy as tight as you can here. Is that Zucker?” 

It was. 

“Pretty smart player,” Reilly continued. “So you know he knows Carter’s 
coming with a lot of speed. So he’s going to drop it. Their two forwards 
probably swung and have a lot of speed coming. So I’m trying to force it 
to the outside here if I can. He’s doing a good job kind of sucking me in a 
little bit. You don’t want to get sucked too far where (Carter’s) going to 
get in.” 

Reilly stretched out his stick to delay Zucker. At the same time, he 
anticipated Zucker’s drop pass to Carter on the right wing. When Zucker 
connected with Carter, Reilly was already pivoting to match Carter’s 
speed. Carlo was trying to stay within the dots to deny the middle while 
keeping an eye on Rust. 

After catching Zucker’s pass, Carter crossed the blue line with a step on 
Reilly. But Reilly was in relatively good shape. From his position, Reilly 
could force Carter into a shot from the top of the right circle.  

“Best-case scenario, you just give him an outside shot from the dot,” 
Reilly said. “Then trust our goalies that they’re going to stop those.” 

Swayman was thinking the same thing. 

Still a threat 

When Carter received the puck, Swayman was wary of Rust flying 
backdoor and Zucker making himself available in the middle. The way 
Reilly was sliding over to Carter, the defenseman was steering the center 
to the perimeter.  

Carter has 422 career goals, ranking in the top 10 among active players. 
But if he shot from outside the right dot, Swayman estimated he makes 
the save 99 percent of the time. 

One threat would have been a rebound off a Carter shot. But the most 
dangerous presence was Zucker taking a return pass across the slot line. 
It would have placed Zucker in grade-A territory: off the rush, between 
the dots, below the tops of the circles, Rust and Carlo in front. According 
to Clear Sight Analytics, slot-area shots off the rush with screens 
historically go in at a 45.2 percent rate. 

After respecting Carter’s shot, Swayman would have had to shuffle from 
left to right with his toes atop the crease to square up to Zucker. Goalies 
cannot help but open up holes when they track cross-ice pucks. Even if 
he made himself big to Zucker, Swayman was at risk of a rebound or a 
return pass to Carter. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 13, 2022 

 

“It’s a high-danger shot, no doubt,” Swayman said. “But I feel confident 
about saving that puck.” 

As Swayman squared up to Carter, Bergeron knew what was next. By 
processing Carter’s angle, he eliminated a shot from the possibilities. 
Carter was going to pass back to Zucker. This finalized where Bergeron 
would go. 

“He’s not going to shoot from the outside on that,” Bergeron said. “He’s 
going to try to seam. So now it’s like, ‘OK, now we’re talking.’ Now it’s 
clear. Brando’s going to have (Rust). (Zucker’s) my guy. Because even if 
he delays, I can just stop. If he goes strong side, I’m going to stop. 
Because I still don’t want the puck to go to Zucker. Shoot from there. I 
don’t care.” 

Bergeron was right. Carter passed to Zucker. With a left-handed stretch 
of his stick, Bergeron busted up the sequence.  

“Just kills the play. Kills the play,” Reilly said. “It’s incredible.” 

Bergeron had turned Zucker’s one-zone head start into a 50-50 contest. 

“Typically from this area, guys don’t get back as well as he did in that 
situation,” Carlo said. “It just shows how he’s working his ass off to get 
there. There’s nothing to be said differently about it. He’s giving 
everything he has to work back. That’s special. He does that every shift. 
That’s the difference. It’s every shift rather than just every now and then.” 

Bergeron’s work was not over. 

Defense to offense 

By getting his stick in front of Carter’s pass, Bergeron steered the puck 
out of danger and toward the corner. His backchecking route was taking 
him in the right direction. That was helpful. Carlo, who had to be mindful 
of Rust’s net drive, could not get over in time. As the first forechecker, it 
was Bergeron’s job to contest the loose puck, although winning the battle 
was not required. By then, reinforcements were on the scene. 

“It could have been a poke and it goes to them. But it still doesn’t matter,” 
Bergeron said. “As long as you deny possession, I know my wingers will 
be back. We’re back five-on-five. We’re out of danger.” 

Carlo, arriving as support, was thinking about pushing the play up the 
wall. It would keep the puck out of the middle of the Bruins’ zone. If the 
puck went up the boards to Dumoulin at the left point, Carlo would fold 
back to the net and let Jake DeBrusk, the strong-side winger, challenge 
the blue line. 

That became a moot point. Bergeron won the race and poked the puck to 
Carlo in such good position that the defenseman identified the possibility 
of a rush chance the other way. Carter and Rust were caught below the 
goal line. Zucker was flat-footed on the wall. Not only were DeBrusk and 
Marchand turning up the ice, but Reilly read that he had the green light to 
join the rush. 

“Even if I go off the glass,” Carlo said, “just getting it up to the forwards’ 
hands is all I really need to do there to make an odd-man rush the other 
way.” 

Carlo passed to an in-stride Marchand. By the time Marchand received 
the puck, Reilly knew a decent rush chance could develop. 

“I’ve got a quick jump. So I know these guys aren’t a factor,” Reilly said, 
pointing at Carter and Rust. “(Zucker’s) definitely not, because this pass 
is beating him. Now you’ve got a three-on-two. These D are gapped out, 
you can tell. Now we’ll see where the D are here. They probably don’t 
know what to do here. They’re getting sucked over. The more I see (Mike 
Matheson) get sucked over, I know that’s Matheson. He’s a really good 
skater. Maybe if it’s someone other than Matheson, maybe I could have 
gotten him. But he’s as good of a skater out there. Now you know they’re 
two skilled wingers here. They’re going to make a play. It’s Marshy. I 
know, ‘OK, he’s as smart as anybody out there.’ He’s going to make a 
play.” 

The problem with the rush was DeBrusk’s lack of flat-out speed. After 
reviewing the play, DeBrusk thought he could have either swung under 
Marchand or broken for the right-side dot line to take one of the 
defensemen with him. 

Marchand disagreed. 

“I don’t think that’s the right play there. Because he would have taken 
Reills’ space,” Marchand said. “Essentially, what we are there is decoys. 
Which is perfect. Reills is going to put himself in position to score. It 
doesn’t matter if it’s the two of us that get the opportunity or if it’s him. If 
Jake leaves and goes to the other side, someone goes with him and he 
takes Reills’ option away. So he should stay there.” 

Marchand knew Reilly was the most dangerous option. By slowing his 
advance, Marchand drew Matheson his way and allowed Reilly to jump 
into the pool, so to speak. 

Reilly received Marchand’s pass at the offensive blue line. Matheson, 
who had spotted Reilly attacking, shifted to the defenseman and 
prevented him from taking a few more strides to improve the chance 
quality. Still, Reilly had a good look: below the top of the left circle, inside 
the dot, off the rush. Reilly forced Casey DeSmith to make a sharp save. 

“It’s not a bad play,” Marchand said. “I wouldn’t say it’s a grade-A scoring 
chance. But it’s an opportunity.” 

Without Bergeron, it wouldn’t have happened. 

Working hard 

Bergeron has never been the fastest skater. He makes up for it with 
dedication and hockey sense.  

Kelly used to work in player development. He would show clips of 
Bergeron to young forwards. These qualities would jump off the screen. 

“Why is he so good in the defensive zone?” Kelly would ask the players. 
“He doesn’t have Connor McDavid speed. No one does. But his feet are 
always moving. He’s anticipating. So that tells me his conditioning is 
second to none. It is. He puts the work in. He works every shift. I think it’s 
so disrespectful when somebody says about a superstar, ‘He’s a freak.’ 
No. They put the work in to be where they’re at. He’s a prime example of 
that.” 

Starting in 2007-08, when Claude Julien replaced Dave Lewis as Bruins 
coach, Bergeron was expected to skate more than before. Julien 
instructed his defensemen to stay inside the dots and let the play come 
to them. This meant Bergeron was responsible not just for board-to-
board coverage in the defensive zone but also low in support. 

“Eventually, you get used to it, adapt to it,” said Kelly, the former center 
who was acquired from Ottawa in 2011. “But at the start, I was like, 
‘Wow, this is a lot for the centerman.’ Then you’re back low. His ability to 
not only be very good defensively but to contribute offensively, it goes to 
his conditioning and his work ethic.” 

Bergeron surpassed 1,000 regular-season points in November and ranks 
in the top 10 among active scorers. Kelly is certain that sum could be 
higher. Ex-coach Bruce Cassidy helped initiate Bergeron’s late-stage 
shift toward offense. Current coach Jim Montgomery is not interested in 
disrupting that momentum. 

But an offense-driven career is not what Bergeron wanted. He is more 
bothered by the goals the Bruins allow on his watch than the ones they 
score. 

“First and foremost, you have to hate getting scored on,” Kelly said. “No 
one hates it more than Patrice, right? He takes it personally. That’s what 
makes him so, so good in his own end. You never see him cheat for 
offense. A lot of guys that get to that level, unfortunately, they do. They’re 
looked upon to drive offense. So they do need to look to cheat at times. I 
never want to tell them that, but they do need to cheat for offense. 
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“Patrice, he just hates to get scored on. It’s just not in his DNA to cheat. 
He’s on the right side of pucks. He kills plays. He allows his wingers to be 
the wingers they are.” 

As a rule, players enjoy attacking more than defending. Bergeron is no 
different.  

But denying scoring chances has always been an intellectual challenge 
that pleases Bergeron. In some ways, he has developed a knack for 
seeing the future by anticipating where the play will go. Then, if Bergeron 
gets to his preferred spot first, the Bruins can go the other way. 

“Details have always been something that, as a team, we’ve harped on a 
lot,” Bergeron said. “Claude was big on that. Even Bruce. Now Monty. 
Even (Mike Sullivan). It was always about details. I feel like it helped me 
grow my game. Because we’re always talking about details, details. 
Sticks. On the right side of the battle. All that stuff. Eventually, it just 
becomes second nature.” 
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Team Canada 2023 world juniors selection camp notebook, cuts, and 
roster picks 

 

Scott Wheeler 

 

MONCTON, N.B. — I spent the last few days at Team Canada’s 
selection camp for the 2023 world juniors. The camp included three 
practices and two games against a team of USports All-Stars. 

It began with 18 forwards, 10 defencemen and four goalies. That group 
of 32 has now been cut down to the final 22 (13 forwards, seven 
defencemen and two goalies) who will play in a series of pre-tournament 
games across Atlantic Canada before making their way to Halifax for 
their tournament opener against Czechia on Boxing Day. 

Here are my notes on how all of the players who participated in selection 
camp played, excluding the seven locks who didn’t skate in either of the 
two games against the USports All-Stars, plus projected lines and 
pairings. 

Note: The seven players who didn’t skate in either selection camp game 
were: Shane Wright (Seattle Kraken), Dylan Guenther (Arizona Coyotes), 
Connor Bedard (2023 NHL Draft), Logan Stankoven (Dallas Stars), Olen 
Zellweger (Anaheim Ducks), Ethan Del Mastro (Chicago Blackhawks) 
and Brandt Clarke (Los Angeles Kings). 

The cuts 

F Owen Beck (Montreal Canadiens): It didn’t result in anything on the 
scoresheet, but Beck had a few good chances in the opener, kept his 
feet moving to stay involved shift to shift in both games, worked north 
and south to apply pressure and get back, and displayed some shiftiness 
with the puck through neutral ice to create entries. His line was Canada’s 
best in the second game, and he played a part in that, but it was Ryan 
Greene and Caedan Bankier who got rewarded on the scoresheet. 

F Riley Kidney (Montreal Canadiens): Scored against after getting 
hemmed in on one of his first shifts, then helped down the tunnel with an 
apparent injury at the end of the first period of the first game. He didn’t 
return, but was in the lineup for the final game. Though he was 
technically a returnee, Kidney only played five shifts in the summer 
tournament and never felt like a lock this week, so the injury made it 
tough for him. They slotted him between presumptive locks Adam Fantilli 
and Joshua Roy on the lineup sheet for Game 2, and he took warmups 
but ultimately didn’t play when the puck dropped (Nathan Gaucher 
jumped over the boards between Fantilli and Roy in his place). The injury 
is not reportedly serious (day to day, I was told) but it was enough to 

keep him off the roster. My heart breaks for the kid, as he’s the lone 
Halifax native in the group. 

Meet Team 🇨🇦! 

2 ⃣2⃣ players will wear the   at the 2023 IIHF World Junior Championship 
in Halifax and Moncton. 

ROSTER   https://t.co/blqkTVfVla#WorldJuniors 
pic.twitter.com/imWpsvjUuX 

— Hockey Canada (@HockeyCanada) December 12, 2022 

F Zachary Bolduc (St. Louis Blues): Outside of a couple of clever plays 
with the puck to slip away from a check, Bolduc wasn’t particularly 
noticeable in the opener for me. He was better in the second game, with 
a couple of nice passes under triangles and a pair of Grade A chances 
backdoor that he couldn’t finish. He was going to have to produce to 
make the team, though, and he didn’t do that in his two games 
unfortunately. 

F Ryan Greene (Chicago Blackhawks): Greene was skating really well 
and involving himself in the game with his speed in the opener, both by 
applying pressure and by pushing pace on offence. But while he was fine 
in the opener, he didn’t grab hold of it and his second game was going to 
have to be a big one to get into the mix. To his credit, it was. He 
continued to skate and was rewarded with a rebound goal and a nice 
finish from the slot for his second of the game. He did a good job tracking 
back and supporting play in all three zones as well, and his line spent the 
majority of the game in the offensive third as a result. Those two goals 
weren’t quite enough, though. 

F Jordan Dumais (Columbus Blue Jackets): Dumais assisted on Fantilli’s 
2-2 goal in the opener, slowing pace down off the right wing to give 
Fantilli enough time to split the middle lane so that he could feather a 
pass into him at the top of the crease. He made several hustle plays off 
of the puck to gain the inside lane on bigger, heavier USports players 
and races/battles in that game, too. Then he scored on a beautiful shot 
from the top of the right-wing circle on the power play to make it 5-2. He 
didn’t pick up any points to add to those two in the second game, but he 
was around it again. It was nice to see him at the front of the net a couple 
of times, and he had some really crafty moments in tight in possession to 
set up slot shots. He was in tough as a player who can only play the right 
wing (Canada’s deepest position). He’ll be on the 2024 team in Sweden 
though. You can count on that. 

Here was Team Canada’s management group lead James Boyd on 
Dumais before camp: “It’s like he’s a scoring machine. And you know as 
kind of a slighter player, an undersized player, it eventually gets to a 
point where the production speaks for itself. And another thing with 
Jordan is he too is getting praise from a lot of people in the QMJHL as a 
more versatile player than the point producer that he was in the past. He 
has had quite the season. I remember watching Jordan when he played 
at Selects Academy with David Goyette and it’s fun to follow players over 
the years but it’s obvious that Jordan’s applying all of the lessons from all 
of his coaches. His game has taken a big leap forward.” 

D Evan Nause (Florida Panthers): If Hinds was maybe Canada’s best 
defenceman for me in the opener, Nause might have been the other in 
the conversation for me (coincidentally, he was also the other 
defenceman who I would have given the longest odds coming in). His 
reads were good defensively, stepping up into gaps to break up some 
plays in the neutral zone. He was cool under pressure in his own zone, 
sidestepping the forecheck to break pucks out more than once. And then 
he assisted on Roy’s 4-2 goal on the power play. I liked him in the 
second game, too (led by a great job following a scoring chance to the 
net from the point to create a chance for himself from the slot on the 
rebound), but he wasn’t quite as impressive as the opener and that 
wasn’t quite enough. 

D Carson Lambos (Minnesota Wild): Lambos had a tough first shift after 
he was a step slow to a chipped puck and then Canada got hemmed in. 
Then took a penalty late in the first. He made a nice play immediately out 
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of the box, though, jumping off of the offensive-zone blue line, spinning 
away from his man, and firing a great cross-ice pass to Fantilli for one of 
Canada’s first real looks of the game. He wasn’t at his best, though, got 
beat to a few pucks, and looked more comfortable on offence than 
defence throughout. He was technically a returnee, but like Kidney, he 
didn’t play much in the summer and was going to have to earn a job on a 
deeper team this time around. 

The good news is that Lambos was much better in the second game, 
getting back to keeping his head up, starting a lot of exits, talking to 
communicate with his partner, and hitting seams. He made a couple of 
effort plays, too. 

The bad news is that it was a little too late, and Canada clearly wanted to 
bring some size on the back end (especially once they got Clarke back 
and some of the puck-moving jobs filled up). Time will tell if that was the 
right call. 

D Ethan Samson (Philadelphia Flyers): Outside of a spin-o-rama 
breakout in the opener, I didn’t notice Samson much in either of the two 
games, unfortunately. After a strong summer camp, he didn’t grab a job 
here. 

G William Rousseau (2023 NHL Draft): Rousseau played his way into 
camp with his excellent play behind a stacked, almost-unstoppable 
Quebec Remparts team in the QMJHL, earning his first look with the U20 
team (the other three were all a part of the summer camp). He then did 
everything he could in his game, out-playing Tyler Brennan in their game 
and stopping 24 of the 26 shots he faced (18 of 20 against Team Canada 
and 6 for 6 against USports after they changed ends) for a .923 save 
percentage. He looked comfortable, swallowing first shots with sound 
positioning and battling when he needed with his quick feet to get in front 
of pucks on a couple of scrambles and seam passes. His numbers were 
the best of the four goalies in camp and he did his best to answer 
questions about whether that had more to do with him or the team in front 
of him. Apparently, it wasn’t quite enough though. 

Here’s coach Dennis Williams on Rousseau: “I thought he was calm. He 
did (a) good job with his rebound control. He had good sight lines. I 
thought all of his movement was solid. He did a good job deflecting pucks 
into the corner.” 

G Tyler Brennan (New Jersey Devils): Brennan’s start played him out of 
the conversation. He gave up two goals on the first five shots he faced 
and then gave up goals on each of the first two shots he faced at the 
start of the third period. When the game was over, he’d stopped just 10 
of 15 shots (7 of 9 against USports and then 3 of 6 against Team 
Canada) for a 0.667 save percentage, and had given up three goals 
blocker side. He never looked settled and comfortable. It’s got to be hard 
to feel it slipping away from you when each of the four goalies were only 
going to get one game. 

The team 

F Caedan Bankier (Minnesota Wild): Bankier scored the first goal of 
camp against USports with a nice deke in tight after pushing through the 
middle third, but he wasn’t super impactful beyond that and he was 
always going to have to dominate both games to make the team. They 
tried him at left wing for the second game (he’s a left-handed shot and 
has played there on and off with the Blazers), where there were more 
roster openings, and he responded with what I thought was an even 
better game, picking up two primary assists on Canada’s first two goals 
in a 3-2 win. On the first, Greene finished the rebound off of his shot. On 
the second, he drove wide on his man and dropped a nice pass around 
him to find Greene (again) in the slot. He was generally all around it in 
the second game even beyond the two assists, too, so his spot on the 
roster was as well earned as anybody’s. 

Spent some time getting to know #MNWild prospect Caedan Bankier and 
his game/story. 

My profile from Canada’s selection camp in Moncton, with insight from 
staff with the Wild, Hockey Canada, and the Blazers. 
https://t.co/aDAIaFw0io pic.twitter.com/j46GXmBDBa 

— Scott Wheeler (@scottcwheeler) December 11, 2022 

F Colton Dach (Chicago Blackhawks): It was a quiet camp for Dach, who 
was always going to be in tough to make the team. He set a screen on 
one of Canada’s five goals in the opener, but he also took a late penalty. 
Then, centering a line with Reid Schaefer and Zack Ostapchuk, the three 
big boys had some nice shifts on the cycle but it felt in each case that the 
other two were the ones driving it. He was the only player who made the 
team that came as a bit of a surprise to me. 

F Zach Dean (Vegas Golden Knights): Dean was around it but not 
creating a ton out of his involvement in the opener (his best chance came 
on a breakaway that was stopped). The same was true in the second 
game (he might have been even more noticeable in the finale, even if 
again it didn’t result in anything). He had some nice drives with the puck, 
he drew a penalty, and he put a pair of beautiful seam passes through 
traffic to set up scoring chances. He was involved in each of the last 
three Team Canada camps at this level, and was injured for two of them, 
so his inclusion was a long time coming. 

F Adam Fantilli (2023 NHL Draft): Skating noticeable (as always). Scored 
in the opener beating his man to the net with it (the goal went off of his 
foot from my vantage point, but hey, nice drive to the crease!). Pounced 
on a turnover and danced the lone man in front to tuck to his backhand 
on Brennan for the goal of the tournament and the 3-2 lead after that, 
basically scoring on consecutive shifts. He didn’t follow up his two-goal 
opener with anything on the scoresheet in the second game, but I 
thought he imposed himself there, too, finishing his checks (including one 
thunderous one that led to a boarding penalty), getting after it on the 
cycle, and tracking pucks. He’s going to have some skill plays in this 
tournament that pull us out of our seats, but he’s going to overwhelm 
some D with his speed and strength. 

F Nathan Gaucher (Anaheim Ducks): Gaucher sat out the first game with 
the locks, but drew into the second when Canada decided to dress 13 
forwards on the back-to-back (and in case Kidney, who was injured in the 
opener, wasn’t good to go). Gaucher played well, too. He picked up a 
net-front assist going to the spot he’s always going to go to poke a puck 
free to Roy, but he was also involved on the forecheck, physical and 
flashed some skill (including a between-the-legs attempt that he nearly 
finished at the top of the crease on the power play). He’s going to be an 
important part of Canada’s bottom six (I expect as it’s fourth-line centre, 
though he may move up and down over the course of the tournament) 
and penalty kill with his size, power, and skating. 

F Zack Ostapchuk (Ottawa Senators): Ostapchuk looked good in battle 
drills in practice and sat the first game as an apparent lock before 
drawing in for the finale. I was impressed by his speed not just once he 
got moving (which he has always had) but from a standstill. He had a 
step on defenders in races and drives to the net. His skating was also a 
factor on the backcheck in the game he played. 

F Brennan Othmann (New York Rangers): After a quiet first period in the 
opener, Othmann was more noticeable on both of his first two shifts of 
the second, the latter of which resulted in him setting up Canada’s first 
goal of selection camp, and that carried over for the remainder of the 
game. They let him sit the second game after he played well in the first to 
reaffirm his spot on the team as a returnee. I’ll be intrigued to see where 
Othmann slots into the lineup when all is said and done. Canada has 
better depth at right wing than left wing, and he played with Wright and 
Guenther on Canada’s top line at U18 worlds, so I expect that will get a 
look at some point as a trio. But I could also see him sliding up and down 
the top nine (he fits nicely as a physical third-line guy, too). 

F Joshua Roy (Montreal Canadiens): After a fine but not great start to the 
game, he scored on the power play from the left wing with a nicely-
placed shot low to the blocker side and then fed Dumais (also on the 
power play) to give him two points in the opener. I thought that might be 
enough for him to sit the second game (especially after Williams was 
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quite complimentary of him postgame), but they played him in both. He 
was going to make the team regardless, but it was at least a little 
revealing of where he is on the depth chart. Still, I expect him to be a 
middle-six winger and maybe PP2 guy for this team. I liked the way he 
supported play defensively and then got moving downhill to push pace 
the other way. He was constantly above it in the offensive zone and 
tracking back too in both games. He also had a couple big blocks. He 
scored again in the second game with a goal at the net front, too. 

F Reid Schaefer (Edmonton Oilers): Schaefer was noticeable in the 
opener (and to a certain, though lesser, extent in the second game) in all 
of the ways you’d expect him to be if he were to earn a job as a fourth-
line checker on this kind of a team. He was physical, he attacked in 
straight lines with the puck, he set a great screen on one of Canada’s 
goals, and he played his game. A hooking penalty was really his only 
blemish. 

D Nolan Allan (Chicago Blackhawks): I was underwhelmed by Allan. He 
skated over a couple pucks and his play breaking out of his own zone 
was generally sloppy. He played his physical brand and delivered a 
couple of big hits but he was the least impressive defenceman in camp 
for me. They clearly like him as a foil to some of their three offensively-
gifted guys in Zellweger, Clarke and Korchinski. 

D Tyson Hinds (Anaheim Ducks): I thought Hinds was a bit of a long shot 
to make the team coming in, but he was maybe Canada’s best 
defenceman for me in the opener. He was active off of the point, both 
pinching and taking space to shoot. He broke pucks out effectively with 
both his feet and outlets (and even a couple of little bump plays under a 
lot of pressure). He was particularly noticeable in transition (more than 
inside the offensive zone at least). His north-south skating really jumped 
out. Well-earned. 

D Kevin Korchinski (Chicago Blackhawks): The first shot on goal and 
zone exit of the camp were both Korchinski’s and he looked comfortable 
from there in the opener, eventually slotting in as the seventh D (a good 
sign, rather than the reverse) in the second game. He makes a lot of 
sense as a third-pairing guy who can fill in on PP1 or PP2 if a Zellweger 
or Clarke get injured. 

D Jack Matier (Nashville Predators): One of Canada’s lone right-handed 
shots on defence and a player for the Ottawa 67’s (the club team for 
management group lead James Boyd), Matier’s strong play this season 
positioned him well to fight for a job as a No. 6 or No. 7 behind Zellweger 
(who is comfortable on his off-side) and Clarke on the right side. He was 
fine in the opener and then got jammed up running interference on a 
dump in the second game, which made it hard to evaluate him. He only 
missed one shift and came back and played, but it’s impossible to say if 
his hand/elbow (which he flexed in a long chat with the trainer) were 
bothering him. 

G Thomas Milic (2023 NHL Draft): Milic did a really good job staying with 
shooters one-on-one pre-shot/deke. He gave up a juicy rebound on one 
of the three goals he gave up, but he also faced the most shots of the 
four goaltenders and finished saving 25 of 28 shots (.892 save 
percentage, though he looked better than that in his game and in 
practices). 

G Benjamin Gaudreau (San Jose Sharks): Gaudreau was leaking in 
practices big time, with his glove hand repeatedly exposed in drills and 
then again in his game. He made some big pad saves, moved and 
tracked well to compensate though, and finished stopping 17 of 19 shots 
(though he was also helped by a crossbar) for an .895 save percentage. 

Potential lines 

This is a very good Team Canada. That top six is loaded with talent, that 
bottom six is big, and strong, and versatile, and will be a lot to handle on 
the forecheck. And that blue line has a little bit of everything (though I do 
think they may struggle with some of the quicker teams in the 
tournament). 

The tandem in net is pretty much as expected, too. That’s the same duo 
that led Canada to U18 gold in Texas. Gaudreau was the starter there 
but the net feels open into the tournament, so I’ll watch them closely in 
pre-tournament action. 

If you’re wondering why Canada has taken a 22-man roster when they 
were allowed to bring 23, that’s just a preference thing when the 
tournament is on home soil and they know they can add a goalie in a 
pinch if they need to. They like having just two because it’s easier for 
practices, it gives those two comfort and prevents controversy, and it 
allows the CHL team of the goalie who would have lost the third-stringer 
for a month (in this case the Remparts get William Rousseau back) to get 
their guy back. 
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Team Canada announces world junior roster: Biggest surprises, 
significant omissions and tournament outlook 

 

The Athletic Staff 

 

Team Canada announced its world junior roster. Here’s what you need to 
know: 

The forwards are: Shane Wright, Logan Stankoven, Connor Bedard, 
Brennan Othmann, Joshua Roy, Dylan Guenther, Nathan Gaucher,  Zack 
Ostapchuk, Adam Fantilli, Zach Dean, Colton Dach, Reid Schaefer, 
Caedan Bankier. 

The defensemen are: Olen Zellweger, Ethan Del Mastro, Brandt Clarke, 
Jack Matier, Kevin Korchinski, Nolan Allan, Tyson Hinds. 

The goaltenders are: Thomas Milic, Benjamin Gaudreau. 

The tournament will run Dec. 26 through Jan. 5 in Halifax, N.S. and 
Moncton, N.B. 

The team’s head coach is Dennis Williams, the general manager/head 
coach of the WHL’s Everett Silvertips.  

The Athletic’s instant analysis: 

Who is the biggest Team Canada roster surprise? 

The only real roster surprise for me was Colton Dach. Canada has 
clearly set out to build a big, heavy, older bottom six but I felt on his body 
of work this year and his play at camp that he was going to be on the 
outside looking in, in favour of a Jordan Dumais, Ryan Greene or Owen 
Beck, who all impressed in camp. Riley Kidney’s absence after he was 
injured in camp opened the door for a player like Dach. — Wheeler 

Wheeler: Why Team Canada picked this group for the 2023 world juniors 

In discussions with scouts in attendance, the play of Tyson Hinds in the 
winter camp, plus the play of Dach in both camps helped elevate them 
from the bubble into a spot on the final roster. Bankier wasn’t even 
invited to the summer camp so he’s been on a sharp upward trend. 
Schaefer is a player who keeps getting significantly better and can 
provide a blend of secondary scoring and physicality. — Pronman 

Who is the most significant omission on Canada’s roster 

Beck and Dumais, given the former’s play in Montreal’s camp, and the 
latter’s play for the hometown Mooseheads (plus in camp) may appear 
as big omissions, but they’re both 18 and should play on the 2024 team 
in Sweden. — Wheeler 

Carson Lambos is the most notable cut to me. He’s a mobile 
defenseman who plays hard and can move pucks. Scouts in attendance 
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noted he struggled at times, but I thought his body of work would win out. 
— Pronman 

What to watch for moving forward from Team Canada 

This Team Canada should be the favorite. Tons of talent at the top and 
good depth throughout. I’ll have my eye on the goaltending battle in the 
pre-tournament games. — Wheeler 
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ESPN / Why NHL teams are turning to goalie tandems more and more 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

 

None of this was planned. It just sort of happened, as bromances often 
do. Boston Bruins goaltenders Jeremy Swayman and Linus Ullmark 
would celebrate winning mini-games in practice by hugging it out. They 
never really talked about it because it just felt natural. 

So imagine Swayman's surprise when he won last season's Bruins 
opener. He jokes how Ullmark "came in hot" and just hugged him. They 
viewed it as a special moment and had no idea it would take on a life of 
its own. 

Watching Swayman and Ullmark in their exaggerated hug has become 
an extremely familiar sight this season. The Bruins have emerged as one 
of the NHL's best teams, and with each win comes that hallmark 
moment. 

It doesn't matter who gets the win. Whoever was on the bench for the 
game rushes over for what's coming next. As the goalies get near each 
other, Ullmark and Swayman throw their arms into the air and embrace in 
the most emphatic of ways. Almost like they are long separated family 
members meeting at an airport. 

"I love teamwork, having brothers, wearing the same jersey and having 
one of your best friends be one of your closest teammates as a goalie," 
Swayman said. "It's hard to beat that." 

Having two goalies working together as a tandem has become the norm, 
as the days of one player seeing the vast majority of time in net seem to 
be slipping away. 

Consider the circumstances of the Carolina Hurricanes' first road trip of 
the season. Five games in 10 days played over two time zones, starting 
in the United States and ending in Canada. 

A number of factors played a part in the Canes going 3-1-1 before flying 
back to Raleigh, North Carolina. Having two reliable goaltenders was a 
big one. Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta shared the five games, with 
Andersen playing three. It's the type of flexibility that more and more 
teams are seeking. 

"I think over the last five-plus years, that has been the case," Raanta said 
about the rise in tandems. "You don't really see any more of the guys 
playing 60 or 70 games and the other guy plays 10. You have to have 
two good goalies in this league. You're playing all the time. You're 
traveling all the time. There's going to be injuries. I feel like it's a huge 
thing to have that." 

Still, utilizing a goalie tandem is more involved than meets the eye. 

Moving to tandems has led to front offices reexamining how they use 
salary cap space. Tandems have created more better paying jobs, but 
they have also made the goalie market extremely fluid. That, in turn, has 
forced agents to become more creative in terms of marketing their clients 
to prospective teams in the offseason. 

Naturally, goalies have a part to play beyond stopping pucks and winning 
games. They must be prepared to adapt to a situation that can change at 
any time -- even if that means the best thing for the team is for them to sit 
on the bench. Coaches are thinking about those same details in addition 
to determining if they have a goalie who is ready for a greater workload -- 
or would accept a lighter one. 

Those are items to consider at the NHL level. Other factors must be 
weighed: Do tandems shape a team's decisions about drafting a 
goaltender? How does a team know if it has a goalie who is capable of 
playing more than 60 games or is better suited to be part of a tandem? 
And for the prospects themselves, how early in their development arc do 
they start playing in a tandem? 

"A lot of people focus on the stars like [Andrei] Vasilevskiy or [Carey] 
Price who play a lot of games," Buffalo Sabres goalie Craig Anderson 
said. "But the main one that pops out is when [Ken] Hitchcock was in St. 
Louis when he had Jaroslav Halak and Brian Elliott [in 2012-13 and 
2013-14]. They had the best stats in the league. I think that kind of 
opened the door for more opportunities. There's only 64 of us playing at 
this level, but the dropoff from the No. 10 goalie to the No. 40 isn't there." 

Anderson, 41, is the oldest player in the league. He became a full-time 
NHL goalie during the 2007-08 season. That season, 22 goalies in the 
league started at least 50 games. Thirteen started more than 60, while 
six started more than 70. There were 89 goalies who played at least one 
game. 

Fast forward to the 2021-22 season. There were 16 goalies who started 
at least 50 games, but only four who started more than 60. No goalie had 
more than 70 starts. There were 119 goalies who played at least one 
game last season. 

When discussing the reasons more teams are opting to use tandems, 
Dallas Stars GM Jim Nill put travel at the top of the list, especially 
considering those demanding stretches of four games in six days. 

Nill also said the game has evolved, citing the speed along with rule 
changes that have made it harder for players to defend. That has led to 
goaltenders facing more pressure. 

Scoring numbers continue to increase in the NHL. Through the first 300 
games this season, the average team scored 3.18 goals per contest. If 
that holds, it will be the fourth time in five seasons the league average is 
more than three goals per contest. 

The last time that happened was the 1991-92 season through the 1995-
96 season. 

"The volume of shots is much higher than it was 10 years ago," Nill said. 
"The neat thing about our game is we talk about parity. Our league has 
never been more competitive. There is a risk in putting in a guy that is 
tired from a performance or how an injury is a major concern. You want 
to make sure you are not overtaxing a goalie. Those two points are 
important. ... I tell our team that the difference between making or 
missing the playoffs really is one win a month." 

Finding the right mix 

Front offices must weigh a variety of factors when putting together a 
tandem, including the players' ages and contracts, but finding the right 
personalities is among the most important. Anderson said a tandem with 
two 20-year-olds might not be harmonious because each player likely 
would be eager to prove why they should be the outright No. 1. 

Anderson said teams usually take one of two routes. They either pair a 
veteran with a younger goalie or they pair two veterans who are close to 
the same stage of their careers. 

The Bruins used the first option last season by going with Swayman and 
Ullmark. Swayman was a prospect who starred at the University of 
Maine, while Ullmark had played three full seasons with the Sabres 
before signing with Boston as a free agent. 
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But the foundation of their partnership may have started years before 
they met. Swayman shared the net growing up in Alaska, where he had a 
good relationship with most of his goalie partners. That experience from 
the minors and youth hockey made him prioritize having a good 
relationship with every single teammate. 

His time at Maine reinforced the importance of having goaltenders who 
got along. He said it was one of the reasons he had such a strong junior 
season in 2019-20, when he won the Hockey East Player of the Year, the 
Mike Richter Award as the best goalie in college hockey and finished 
second for the Hobey Baker Award, which goes to the nation's top 
collegiate player. 

Swayman and Ullmark started building their relationship several weeks 
prior to their first training camp together. They shared ideas about 
wanting to learn from each other, the need to build a sense of 
camaraderie and to figure out what they could do to help the Bruins win. 

Their relationship turned out to be something much greater than that. 
Swayman and Ullmark have become extremely close. Swayman said he 
goes to Ullmark's house every day and plays with his kids while openly 
declaring Ullmark's wife, Moa, might be one of the best bakers he has 
ever met. 

"I'm trying my hardest to not eat as many buns because if I do, I'll be 300 
pounds," Swayman said. "She is the rock star in the relationship. 

"It comes down to who we are as people. We are both outgoing, happy 
and excited to meet new people. He gets along with everyone the same 
way I do and it's awesome we have that mindset. It has heightened the 
way we get along and have become friends." 

Last season, they both played 41 games in the regular season, with 
Swayman getting five games in the playoffs while Ullmark had two. This 
season has seen Ullmark emerge as a Vezina hopeful while Swayman 
has endured a more challenging campaign. 

Swayman said the fact he can turn to Ullmark, who has also gone 
through some tough times in his career, is extremely valuable. It allows 
him to keep a good attitude while also having someone he considers "a 
mentor and a brother" help him. 

"It's pretty amazing how goalies can learn from each other and from 
watching each other," Swayman said. "That's why we get so animated in 
our postgame celebrations. You understand as a goalie how hard it is to 
win in this league and that is what is most exciting about when you do 
win." 

Creating a strong environment has a lasting impact. Just ask Anderson. 
He recalled when he was with the Colorado Avalanche and had a partner 
who was similar in age. Anderson was 28 with 109 games of NHL 
experience and was paired with Peter Budaj, then 27 and with 182 
games with the Avs by that point. 

"Peter Budaj was my backup that year and I played 71 games," 
Anderson said. "He was the best guy you could ever imagine. Because of 
the way he handles himself in that role, he had a job in the league for 
another 10 years. 

"You might be fighting for a position on your team, but if you go in and 
have a bad attitude, it's going to resonate throughout the league and 
you're not going to get another job." 

Anderson's story reinforces another aspect about tandems: The 
landscape always has the potential to change. 

Juuse Saros became a regular NHL goaltender with the Nashville 
Predators at age 21. He went from backing up Pekka Rinne in 2016-17 to 
receiving more starts than Rinne during the pandemic-shortened 2019-20 
season. The Preds made it to the qualifying round of the playoffs and 
Saros started every game before they were eliminated. 

The following season saw Saros receive 21 more starts than Rinne, who 
retired at the end of the year. A year later, Saros led the league with 67 
starts. 

"You have to physically be in good shape," Saros said. "But mentally, you 
have to not think too much ahead because there are so many games. I 
felt like last year it kind of went by fast because we were in the playoff 
race the whole year. It was kind of easy to focus because I knew every 
game was important. Looking back, it's a lot of games but it went by so 
fast." 

Predators coach John Hynes said Saros ended up with the bulk of the 
starts because he was comfortable playing in stretches of multiple 
games, remaining confident and consistent in a way that helped the team 
win. 

The Preds went through a transition process of managing Saros' playing 
and practice time while he was starting roughly every other game. Hynes 
said seeing a goalie handle that change proves they have the mentality 
to be a starter who carries a heavier workload. 

Hynes said that is another reason why tandems are important. Playing in 
a tandem gave Saros the runway to eventually transition into becoming a 
No. 1 goalie. But even as a No. 1, every goalie is going to need rest, 
which is built into their schedules more now than in years past. 

"What does the starter need too? Does he need mental and/or physical 
recovery? Are there some holes in his game when you play so much you 
don't get a chance to practice," Hynes said. "I also think how you 
structure practice is important for the goalies. Everything is so high 
tempo and practices, there is less bored time. There's more go, go, go in 
practice. With the intensity of the game schedule, those are things you 
have to take into account when managing today's game." 

Money matters 

Front offices are always looking for ways to maximize their salary cap 
dollars while having a flexible roster. The advent and continued use of 
tandems has presented executives with a valuable option in that regard. 

CapFriendly's data shows the average NHL team for the 2022-23 season 
has committed around 8% of its cap space -- $6.6 million -- toward 
goaltending. Eight individual goalies currently are under contract at more 
than $6 million annually. 

ESPN interviewed two agents on the condition of anonymity so they 
could speak more freely about how tandems have shaped the economic 
conditions for goaltenders. One of the agents said the reason the goalie 
market has remained constantly active goes back to teams looking for 
the right goalie at the right time. 

"There are not many Carey Prices, right?" the agent said. "But the 
secondary market is still a really healthy market. I would like to think we 
normally do well. But the market dictates the range and our job as agents 
is to get the best deal. In our business, you are keeping an eye on dollars 
or opportunity. Sometimes it's both. It's like [Alexandar] Georgiev. He got 
a really good deal on a really good team." 

A number of factors eventually led Georgiev needing a new home. He 
was coming through at a time when the New York Rangers were 
transitioning from one Vezina Trophy winner in Henrik Lundqvist to 
another Vezina recipient in Igor Shesterkin. The emergence of 
Shesterkin, the lack of consistent playing time and the notion his $2.65 
million qualifying offer was a nonstarter for the Rangers given their cap 
restraints all led to Georgiev ultimately departing. 

He was traded to the Avalanche, who signed him to a three-year deal 
carrying a $3.4 million cap hit. Between Georgiev and Pavel Francouz, 
the Avs have two goalies who cost them only a combined $5.4 million. 
Georgiev never started more than 32 games and the most wins he had in 
a season with the Rangers was 17. As of Dec. 8, he was projected to 
receive 58 starts and win 38 games. 

In turn, the Rangers replaced Georgiev by signing Halak to a one-year 
contract worth $1.5 million. Pairing Halak with Shesterkin gives the 
Rangers a tandem that costs a combined $7.16 million this season. 

Halak signing a one-year pact illustrates why the goalie market is 
expected to be fluid again this offseason. There are 24 teams with at 
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least one goalie who is a pending free agent (restricted or unrestricted), 
with 15 of those teams having at least one unrestricted. 

That means nearly half of the NHL could be looking for a new goaltender 
come July. 

"The flat cap has changed a lot of these decisions," Nill said. "Pre-
pandemic times, we're sitting down and planning for next year with two- 
or three-year projections or five- to eight-year projections down the road. 
Three years with COVID-19 and the flat cap, those projections all 
change. You are now trying to fit guys in the right situation and guys want 
to get paid a certain amount. That is where the game has changed and 
teams have to make tough decisions." 

The second agent admitted some creativity is required in trying to land 
his goalie clients the best deals possible. He said he and his team will 
send spreadsheets to GMs detailing what their goalies do in terms of 
offseason workouts and how they are more durable than the average 
goalkeeper. 

Advanced metrics also are playing an increased role. The agent said he 
was marketing one of his clients to a team that allowed a significant 
amount of high danger scoring chances, so he presented the team with 
data showing his client was particularly effective in those situations. It led 
to a deal, the agent said. 

"We try to find something to make it more enticing to show why my client 
can help you in this way," the agent said. "My client might be worth three 
more wins compared to the competition and those six points might be the 
difference between you making the playoffs and missing the playoffs." 

Starting young 

It's possible there will come a time when Jesper Wallstedt is part of an 
NHL tandem. For now, the 20-year-old goalie, who was selected by 
Minnesota Wild in the first round of the 2021 draft, is playing for the 
team's AHL affiliate, the Iowa Wild. 

Wallstedt is no stranger to being part of a tandem as it was something 
that was ever-present throughout his development. He said growing up in 
Sweden, everyone got a chance to play every position -- including goalie 
-- until they were 14, although he said most players stopped 
experimenting with positions before they became teenagers. 

He spent three seasons playing in the J20 Nationell, which is the highest 
level of junior hockey in Sweden. Wallstedt then played two seasons in 
the SHL, the highest level of professional hockey in Sweden, before 
coming to North America. He played more than 20 games in each of 
those five seasons and was always part of a tandem. 

"I don't think you go into a season knowing you're the backup. If you are 
16 and think that, you are on the wrong team," Wallstedt said. "You are 
there to develop. As much as people think you are getting better in 
practice, playing games is the best possible practice." 

Wallstedt enhanced his development by doing more work after practice 
with the aim of making it harder on himself. In Sweden, the hockey 
season is shorter than in North America, which means there is more rest 
time between games. Wallstedt knew that to have even a chance at 
going to the NHL meant he had to prepare himself to handle the physical 
demands. 

Wallstedt said he already has seen a difference between the AHL and 
SHL. In Sweden, he played two or three games a week with days off in 
between. In the AHL, he's typically playing three or four games a week 
over the course of a 72-game regular-season schedule. 

"The most important thing is we are here to win every single game and 
try to win the league," Wallstedt said. "We are doing that together as a 
team. Maybe sometimes, it is better for me to sit down on the bench and 
let the other goalie play and he gives the team a better chance of 
winning. That might be the reality you have to tell yourself." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames give valiant effort for injured Tanev, fall just short 
vs. Canadiens 

 

Eric Francis  

 

MONTREAL – In the midst of an intense, entertaining and costly battle at 
the Bell Centre, Darryl Sutter had a message for his troops. 

“I told the players the toughest guy in the building is Chris Tanev,” said 
the Calgary Flames coach. 

“Go do it for him.” 

Despite a valiant effort, they couldn’t. 

Tanev was helped off the ice midway through the night when a Nick 
Suzuki blast from the point caught Tanev in the head, leaving him 
motionless on the ice for the better part of a minute. 

Replays showed he turned his head at the last second and took the shot 
in either the neck or the ear. 

It appeared the Flames’ most important defender was out cold. 

There was no blood, but there was plenty of anxiety as his teammates 
nervously gathered around for one of those scenes in which the sports 
world seems to hold its collective breath. 

Eventually, he was helped to his feet and able to be guided off the ice 
with teammates holding him up and doing the skating by his side. 

“It’s tough, I mean, he doesn’t stay down very often, so when he stayed 
down you’re worried,” said Jacob Markstrom who rushed to Tanev’s side, 
as did several other teammates.  

“I haven’t talked to him, but hopefully he’s okay.” 

Sutter said after the game he’d spoken to Tanev in his shirt and tie and 
was well aware of the feeling and sound a blast like that is capable of.  

Sutter had a metal plate inserted under his eye to replace a shattered 
cheekbone after taking a deflected slapper in the mush in 1984. 

“Following a visit to the hospital, all tests have shown negative and he 
has been cleared to travel with the team back to Calgary,” reported the 
team, via twitter, after the game. 

“He will be reevaluated tomorrow.” 

One can only imagine how quiet the flight home was, following a painful 
2-1 shootout loss that sent the Flames back to Calgary with just two of a 
possible six points on a roadie in which the casualties have started to 
mount. 

The team played Monday without Elias Lindholm, who was scratched 
due to an upper-body injury, and was missing MacKenzie Weegar, who 
had a non-covid illness. 

Tanev’s departure left the team without its best forward, best defender 
and, for a spell, the team was without Nazem Kadri and Connor Mackey, 
who took turns in the quiet room for concussion protocol after taking 
head shots. 

Flames' Nazem Kadri briefly leaves game after hit from Canadiens' Nick 
Suzuki 

The team also killed seven penalties, putting tremendous stress on the 
rest of a lineup that included a full line of youngsters Matthew Phillips, 
Radim Zohorna and Adam Ruzicka. 
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The group deserves full marks for a gritty effort that included killing off a 
four-minute high-sticking penalty to Tyler Toffoli in overtime. 

Under siege the entire five minutes of the extra frame, Jacob Markstrom 
made seven of his 37 saves to push it to a shootout in which a Jonathan 
Huberdeau goal wasn’t good enough to overcome finishes by Suzuki and 
Kirby Dach. 

“Killed it off, gutsy,” said Sutter, whose club clung to a one-goal lead 
courtesy of Huberdeau, only to see it erased early in the third with a Josh 
Anderson redirect through Markstrom’s legs.  

“Marky was huge. I think people know how I feel about our goalies.” 

In his last four games, Markstrom’s teammates have only provided him 
with a total of four goals, sending him racing off the ice in disgust 
following a stellar outing in which he deserved a better fate.   

“Every defenceman and everyone stepped up and kept it a zero game 
until the third,” said Markstrom, who sure seemed to have every bit of his 
confidence and form back his last two outings following a rough stretch. 

“No, not really. A loss is a loss. You’ve got to be better than the other 
goalie and gotta let in fewer goals than the other goalie and that’s what 
it’s about.” 

Why Flames should go back to Markstrom despite falling to Canadiens 

Eleven days after stealing a win in Calgary with 45 saves, Jake Allen did 
it again, stopping all but one of the 35 shots he faced. 

The Flames put up one hell of a battle, which included a decision by 
Mackey to try sparking his team by handpicking a first-period fight with 
the Canadiens’ toughest hombre, Michael Pezzetta. 

Mackie got a few early shots in before he was buckled by a few good 
punches to the head by a lad whose fight card includes Eric Gudbranson, 
Radko Gudas, Mark Borowiecki, Zack Kassian, Ryan Reaves and Rich 
Clune.  

Mackey left for the balance of the period to pass concussion protocol. 

His teammates appreciated his effort on a night when everyone was 
forced to step up. 

“We fought hard, it was a tough game,” said Huberdeau, who grew up a 
Habs fan 45 minutes away, making his first goal in seven games a peach 
for family and friends to see. 

“Guys were blocking shots. Some guys went down and I think guys 
stepped up. I mean, it sucks we didn't get the win, but at least a point. 

“Marky keeps us in the game. Made some huge saves. I'm sure he was 
disappointed in the shootout. But at the end of the day, he gave us a big 
chance to win that game. He played a hell of a game.” 

So did Rasmus Andersson, who logged a career-high 31:30, which 
included the bulk of the four-minute kill in overtime.  

“The game had a little bit of everything,” he said, admitting he too was 
shaken by the Tanev injury. 

“It's scary when you see anyone go down, especially when it's someone 
on your team. I hope he's doing well. It's scary but I thought we stepped 
up as a group. Obviously, it sucks that we lost in a shootout, because 
when you kill four out of five minutes in overtime, you almost deserve the 
win.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers Takeaways: Bouchard's defensive error proved 
costly against Wild 

 

Mark Spector 

 

If you’re going to play rope-a-dope hockey the way the Edmonton Oilers 
did Monday, that’s fine. It’s a long season, and the Wild have always 
given Edmonton trouble.  

So go into St. Paul, limit the chances, and try and squeak out a 2-1 road 
win on a night when your best offensive players weren’t quite at their 
usual level.  

But there is one caveat: If that is to be your game plan, you’d better be 
close to perfect defensively.  

On Monday night in Minnesota, the Oilers got the goaltending they 
required from Stuart Skinner, and an all-around stout defensive 
performance from everyone else, if not one that lacked Edmonton’s usual 
offensive pizzazz.  

However, one big mistake was the difference in a 2-1 loss to Minnesota.  

You didn’t know it at the time, but allowing that second Wild goal off a 
harmless two-on-two was the difference on the night, as free goals so 
often are.  

“We made a mistake, five-on-five, in the second period that ended up 
costing us,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, leaving no doubt.  

“We stuck with it right until the final whistle, but unfortunately we couldn’t 
find that goal.”  

The mistake is one that you have to live with when playing young 
defencemen, though admittedly, a mistake that Evan Bouchard has been 
working on fixing for some time now.  

Watch the play:  

Bouchard’s partner, Philip Broberg, steps up at the offensive blue-line 
and takes a Wild player out of the play. Connor McDavid dutifully takes 
Broberg’s defensive assignment and has good position on Frederick 
Gaudreau as the play heads towards Edmonton’s zone.  

The puck goes to Matt Boldy, and he is one-on-one through the neutral 
zone with Bouchard.  

You’ll recall a few games back, when a soft, indecisive play by Bouchard 
in a tied game against Washington got him benched for most of the third 
period?  

“Gap control,” Bouchard said the next morning. “That's the biggest thing 
that we're working on for myself and as a team.  

“I think the coach was expecting a little more from me,” added Bouchard, 
23. “So you’ve got to kind of take that out of it. He expects more out of 
me and I expect more of myself.”  

Hey, there are lots of plays in a game for a defenceman who averages 
18:40 of ice time per game, fourth among Oilers defencemen. On 
Monday, Bouchard played most of them near perfectly.  

But not this one, and in a 2-1 game, unfortunately, this is the one we’re 
talking about this morning.  

This was a two-on-two. Not the kind of play that you expect will yield a 
goal.  

“You don’t think so,” Woodcroft figured. “We just thought we could have 
been a little bit harder at the line than that. It’s a mistake, and it ended up 
being the mistake that cost us the goal.  

“We certainly had enough time to get to back. We just couldn’t find the 
equalizer.”  

Watch Bouchard’s gap as Boldy walks through the neutral zone and 
gains the Oiler blue-line uncontested. That is giving up the blue-line too 
easily, an issue that Bouchard has been working on.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • December 13, 2022 

 

As the play moves into Edmonton’s zone, Bouchard is too far from the 
skilled Wild forward, and when Boldy mishandles the puck momentarily 
the Oilers defenceman isn’t close enough to make Boldy pay.  

Meanwhile, McDavid loses Gaudreau – clearly. But Boldy, who has now 
had the puck on his stick for over 100 feet of ice, has all day long to feed 
Gaudreau for the goal.  

He makes the play because: A, he been granted entrance into the zone; 
B, Bouchard is still nowhere near him; and C, he is a creative offensive 
player who uses time and space to his advantage — and none of that 
has been taken away by Bouchard.  

Would you like McDavid to have covered his man better? Sure.  

Is it a defenceman’s job to contest his own blue-line far harder than 
Bouchard did? Sure.  

In any defensive two-on-two situation that includes a defenceman and a 
forward, should the D-man take control and eliminate the puck carrier, 
rather than count on the back-checking forward to do the defensive 
work?  

Absolutely.  

So, why do we bring this up? Or more accurately, why was defensive 
coach Dave Manson cueing this up on his laptop as the team jetted to 
Nashville after the 2-1 loss?  

Because these are the moments that will make a top defenceman out of 
Bouchard one day, assuming he conquers them. But at the moment, 
however, he is repeating them too often.  

Here’s the mistake that cost the go-ahead goal in the loss to 
Washington.  

It’s different, but the same: the dangerous opposing player is too far 
away from Bouchard, and when the time comes to check him, Bouchard 
is in poor defensive position.  

It’s defensive awareness. It’s gap control.  

Call it what you want, it’s the same mistake over and over.  

And if you’re one who thinks that pointing out a major gaffe equals 
“running a player out of town,” then you should know this:  

This column is nothing, compared to the video session with Manson.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators deliver on Redden's night as former 
defenceman's journey comes full circle 

 

Wayne Scanlan | December 12, 2022, 11:43 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators hope to make history as a franchise. 

They are also catching up on their own history. 

On Monday, their silky smooth defenceman, Wade Redden, became the 
first Senators player named to the Ring of Honour and the second 
appointee ever, after general manager Bryan Murray in 2017. 

Redden’s teammates, Daniel Alfredsson and Chris Phillips, have already 
had their jersey numbers retired and Alfredsson was recently inducted 
into the Hockey Hall of Fame. Those “expansion Sens” of 1992-93 are 
growing up. 

“I remember being at Terry O’Reilly’s jersey retirement and at Larry 
Robinson’s,” Redden said, prior to his Ring of Honour ceremony at the 

Canadian Tire Centre. “Not to put myself on the same pedestal as those 
guys, but yeah, there’s a history that’s been built here, and it’s 30 years 
for the organization. So, it takes time.” 

Now 45, looking as lean and fit as the day he joined the Senators as a 
19-year-old, Redden has come full circle. He works in player 
development for the Senators, helping out youngsters like impressive 
rookie Jake Sanderson. Redden is awed by the poise and flair of these 
emerging stars, already polished by the time they reach the NHL. 

Coincidentally, Redden and current Senators head coach D.J. Smith 
attended an Islanders training camp and roomed together, back in 1995. 

Looking back on an NHL career that launched in 1996, Redden finds that 
the memories blur, but he surely remembers scoring his first goal on his 
first shot in his first NHL game, versus the Montreal Canadiens. 

As he spoke to reporters, Redden looked to the back of the room with 
pride at sharing the Ring of Honour moment with his wife, Danica, and 
their three young daughters Leni, Harper and Ryann. Also on hand was 
Wade’s father, Gord, who was a constant presence at this same rink 
once the farming season was over. 

Redden wasn’t a Senators draft pick, but it always felt as though he was 
homegrown. Selected by the New York Islanders second overall in 1995, 
Redden was traded to the Senators in January of 1996 for the player 
Ottawa had picked first overall in 1995, Bryan Berard. 

Redden, who grew up Lloydminster, Sask., heard about the trade on the 
car radio while he was en route to the rink in Prince George for a junior 
all-star game. His agent, Don Meehan, pointed out that these Senators 
had a new GM, Pierre Gauthier, and had just hired a new head coach, 
Jacques Martin. That same January the team moved out of the tiny Civic 
Centre and into the new Palladium in Kanata (now the CTC). 

“I remember coming to that first training camp and we ended up having 
11 new players,” Redden says. “The team took a really big step and I got 
the opportunity to play – I ended up playing all 82 games that year, which 
got my feet under me. 

“It was a great place to be for a small-town guy. I felt comfortable and at 
home here. I really grew up here.” 

The 1996-97 Senators qualified for the post-season with a victory over 
Buffalo in the final game of the regular season, marking the first time in 
franchise history that Ottawa had reached the playoffs. They lost their 
opening series to the same Sabres team in a seven-game series. 

Wearing the familiar No. 6, Redden quickly became a mainstay on the 
Senators blueline, along with another defenceman from the Canadian 
west, Chris Phillips, drafted first overall by Ottawa in 1996. Oddly 
enough, as close as the pair were off the ice, they rarely played together 
on it. 

That first core group of young players – Alfredsson, Marian Hossa, Martin 
Havlat, Redden, Phillips and later Jason Spezza – remain close friends 
today. 

“We’re like brothers,” Redden says. 

With his slick two-way game and crisp first pass, Redden often played 
alongside Karel Rachunek, and others, while Phillips became a shutdown 
D-man next to Anton Volchenkov. 

As a group they grew and prospered – Redden’s Senators never missed 
the playoffs during his Ottawa years (“there were some quick exits, 
though,” he quipped). Redden put up 45 career NHL playoff points, 
including 10 in nine games in 2006. 

Phillips went on to become a Sens lifer and had his No. 4 jersey retired in 
February of 2020. Together, the great pals were part of a contending 
team that reached the Eastern Conference Final in 2003 and the Stanley 
Cup final in 2007. Their best team might have been 2005-06, until 
goaltender Dominik Hasek got hurt. 
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“Our teams were so committed to each other,” Redden says. “And we 
played as a team. I think that’s really what drove a lot of our success, 
especially early on.” 

Off the ice, Redden set the tone with his charity work, most notably with 
Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario patients – whom he welcomed to 
watch Senators games in his ‘Wade’s World’ suite. The club announced 
Monday that the Wade’s World CHEO suite has been reinstated for this 
season. 

Several of his former teammates were on hand Monday, including 
Phillips, Alfredsson, Chris Neil, Patrick Lalime, Todd White and Antoine 
Vermette. Following a lengthy scoreboard video tribute to Redden, 
Phillips, Alfredsson and Neil unveiled the Ring of Honour banner prior to 
the game between the Senators and Anaheim Ducks. 

After 11 seasons with the Senators, during which he was a top pair 
defenceman and offensive producer, Redden’s production dropped off in 
2007-08 and he signed with the New York Rangers as a free agent in 
2008. That contract became a burden and Redden ended up playing in 
the AHL from 2010-2012, before a brief comeback with St. Louis and 
Boston in 2012-13. 

So, his career didn’t end as smoothly as it began, but that happens in the 
NHL. What matters with Redden is that he always maintained his dignity 
and class throughout. He finished with 1,023 career NHL games. 

We look back today at the Redden era from 1996-2008 as the peak 
years of the Senators and the kind of run that today’s second wave of 
young talent is trying to achieve. 

Redden’s stat line with Ottawa is impressive: 838 games played, fourth in 
franchise history, fifth in points scored (410) and first in plus-minus, with 
a career rating of plus 159. 

Records come and go. Even Wayne Gretzky is looking over his shoulder 
these days. But that all-time plus-minus rating for Senators players might 
last a while. 

Senators win but Stützle injured 

After the Redden ceremony, the Senators handled the Ducks 3-0 but 
may have lost the services of top centre Tim Stützle. In the first period, 
Stützle went into the boards awkwardly on a hit from Anaheim’s Brett 
Leason. The hit didn’t look like much, although Leason got a minor 
penalty for interference, but Stützle left the ice holding his arm and did 
not return. 

The Senators also lost veteran winger Tyler Motte for the night when he 
went into the corner boards following a rush. 

Both injuries were classified as ‘upper body.’ Head coach D.J. Smith did 
not provide updates on either player and said he would know more by 
Tuesday. However, later in his post-game availability, Smith spoke of 
players like Claude Giroux being asked to step up “if Timmy is unable to 
play” for a period of time. 

Alex DeBrincat, a questionable starter after fighting a cold/flu bug all day, 
answered the bell with two goals. 

“I pretty much laid in bed all day,” said DeBrincat, one of many forwards 
asked to play extra minutes with two forwards down most of the night. 

Goaltender Cam Talbot recorded his first home ice win this season in 
style – with a 32-save shutout. It was his first shutout of the season. 

The Senators play the Montreal Canadiens at the CTC on Wednesday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Future Considerations: Will prospect Matthew Phillips fit 
with the Flames? 

 

Jason Bukala | December 12, 2022, 4:58 PM 

 

NHL teams generally play to a certain identity. Some teams play a fast, 
skilled, puck possession style that lacks much physical engagement. 
Others play a heavy style that wears down opponents in the trenches, 
along the boards and out front of the net. 

Each NHL GM is different with their approach to team building. It’s a 
delicate process that, at times, involves input from their head coach. The 
coach, after all, has to feel confident about the group. 

The Calgary Flames have identified the need to add more scoring depth 
to their forward group since the off-season. Trades are difficult to make in 
the salary cap world of the NHL, and the cost of acquiring offence isn’t 
cheap. Sometimes you have to promote from within and hope your own 
prospects are mature enough for the NHL. 

So, the Flames recalled forward Matthew Phillips last week from their 
AHL affiliate. At the time of his recall Phillips was leading the AHL in 
scoring with 15 goals and 15 assists in 20 games. 

I recall the Flames drafting Phillips in the sixth round of the 2016 draft. 
He was coming off a very productive year in the WHL (37 goals, 39 
assists) and certainly had caught my eye on trips through that league. A 
player who is selected in the back half of the NHL draft has to display an 
element that teams can project, if he were to maximize his development. 
In Phillips' case, his offensive skill and creativity stood out as elements 
that could translate to the NHL game. 

The part of his game that he couldn’t control was his stature. I’m not 
positive, but am pretty certain, that Phillips measured in at close to 5-
foot-7 and 140 pounds in his draft year. Despite his skill element, it was 
very difficult to imagine him growing enough to become an NHL player. It 
was clear to me the Flames were hoping they could catch “lightning in a 
bottle” with the pick – a “second act” follow up to the success they were 
having with their Johnny Gaudreau selection in 2011. 

Phillips, who now measures 5-foot-8 and 160 pounds, deserves a ton of 
credit. He plays a quick, fast, skilled game offensively, and he’s not shy 
about coming off the half wall and taking a puck to the middle of the ice 
or driving towards the net. When he works off the cycle, and moves 
pucks to the top of the zone, he heads to the paint looking for a tip or 
rebound. 

One of the more interesting skills Phillips has is the ability to make plays 
off his backhand. All NHL players can move pucks off their backhand, but 
Phillips is on another level slipping passes through bodies or shielding 
defenders while directing pucks on goal. He’s a play driver, not a 
passenger looking for teammates to do all the heavy lifting for him. 

The quality that doesn’t get talked about enough, though, is his compete. 
The kid works his tail off every time his number is called. He is the kind of 
player who might not get a result every time he hits the ice, but it will 
never be for a lack of “will” to go along with his skill. He might be small in 
stature, but I have never left a game without noticing him. 

Here is a look at Phillips' scoring history since 2017-18: 

(Stats provided by The Pro Hockey Group partner EliteProspects.com) 

I have a great deal of respect for the Flames' coaching staff. I also 
believe in the makeup of the team overall. The group has gone through 
some significant roster changes at the top of their lineup, and some 
players have yet to hit their stride offensively. 

The good news story has been the arrival of Adam Ruzicka, who has 
been given a chance to establish himself this season. Ruzicka has put in 
the work and evolved as a player. He has produced six goals and 10 
assists so far this season in 18 games. Ruzicka has scored twice on the 
power play, while adding two assists. His average time on ice has ranged 
from 10-15 minutes per game recently. 
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As of Monday, the Flames have the 24th-ranked power play in the 
league, and rank 21st in goals for per game overall. These are the 
reasons GM Brad Treliving is still searching for more offence. 

Which brings me back to Phillips. I recognize how it’s difficult to translate 
AHL success to the NHL. It’s not easy to play to the same identity at the 
NHL level. It’s the best league in the world. But, similar to Ruzicka, 
there’s a chance Phillips might produce if given the opportunity (e.g. on 
one of the power play units, and with middle-six linemates at even 
strength). 

The Flames have come this far with their investment in Phillips (six years 
since he was drafted, five years in the organization overall). If things 
don’t work out, at least the player and the team know there isn’t a fit 
moving forward. Skating nine minutes per game in a depth spot cannot 
be considered an audition for a scoring role, though. 

CHECKING IN ON PROSPECTS DRAFTED IN 2022 

Here are a few updates on players selected at the most recent draft in 
Montreal: 

Seamus Casey 

Drafted: 46th overall by New Jersey 

Right Shot Defenceman / 5-foot-9, 161 pounds 

The Devils, having already selected Simon Nemec second overall, added 
to their depth by choosing Casey in the second round last summer. 

Casey is having a productive freshman season at the University of 
Michigan. The transitional defenceman leans playmaker more than 
shooter. He’s been engaged offensively and has produced four goals and 
12 assists in his first 20 college games. Casey is being deployed on the 
Wolverines' top power play unit, too. 

He’s elusive. Casey escapes pressure with his outstanding agility. He 
reads the game very well in all three zones. At his size he doesn’t muscle 
opponents off too many pucks, but he angles very well and takes correct 
routes to pucks when winning races. 

Casey will require, at least, two years at the college level but the Devils 
have a smart, competitive, offensively gifted, potential power play QB in 
their stable for the future. 

Jimmy Snuggerud 

Drafted: 23rd overall by St. Louis 

Right Shot Forward / 6-foot-2, 187 pounds 

Snuggerud leads the University of Minnesota Golden Gophers in scoring, 
with 12 goals and 15 assists through his first 20 games. Four of his 12 
goals have come on the power play and he has two game-winning goals. 

One of the most eye-popping statistics is his goals for versus goals 
against. Snuggerud has a very impressive (plus-20) rating. He’s showing 
he is more than just a goal scorer. He can be trusted to work, on and off 
the puck, in all three zones. 

It will be interesting to see what the plan is for Snuggerud after this 
season. It feels, to me, like he is a candidate to turn pro after his 
freshman year. 

Jonathan Lekkerimaki 

Drafted: 15th overall by Vancouver 

Right Shot Forward / 5-foot-11, 172 pounds 

Lekkerimaki has struggled to play to his identity so far this season. He’s 
playing for Djurgardens IF in Sweden’s second division -- Hockey 
Allsvenskan. 

Through his first 20 games Lekkerimaki has scored just one goal and 
four assists. He’s averaged just over 12 minutes of ice time and is being 
used at even strength and the power play. Lekkerimaki suffered a 

concussion recently after being taken into the boards heavily, but he’s 
still being listed on Team Sweden’s WJC roster for the upcoming 
tournament in Halifax and Moncton. 

Lekkerimaki is a goal scorer who values time and space to get pucks to 
the net. He has a fantastic release. He’s at his best on the power play 
moving off the flank and directing pucks on goal. He’s a light player 
overall, though. Not a skater who will grind out shifts along the wall or 
around the opponents' crease. 

He’s a much better player than he has shown so far this season. 
Hopefully he’s healthy enough to participate in Halifax and has a strong 
showing there. 

NCAA FRESHMAN FREE AGENT LEADS NATION IN SCORING 

Former Brooks Bandit forward, and CJHL player of the year in 2021-22, 
Ryan McAllister has picked up where he left off last season, but is now 
doing it as a freshman playing at Western Michigan (NCHC). 

Last season at Brooks he scored 57 goals and 82 assists in 60 regular 
season games and then followed up his regular season by contributing 
10 goals and 19 assists in 13 playoff games. 

McAllister currently leads the entire NCAA with 10 goals and 23 assists in 
his first 20 college games. 

Over his past 10 games, McAllister's average TOI has hovered around 
17 minutes per game. He is being deployed at even strength and on the 
first power play unit. On the man advantage, McAllister is equally efficient 
making plays from the top/middle of the zone and coming off the strong-
side half wall. 

McAllister has a very quick and accurate release. He is showing he can 
beat goalies from range. Here are a couple clips from goals he has 
scored this season. 

One goal is from a game versus Michigan where he snipes from the 
middle of the ice. The other is from a road game, versus St. Cloud, where 
he comes off the wall and goes far-side top shelf for a goal with the 
goalie on the bench for the extra attacker. 

McAllister attended development camps for the Toronto Maple Leafs and 
Vegas Golden Knights this past summer. It’s safe to assume they have a 
leg up on the competition by establishing a relationship with this player, 
who could be a UFA at season's end if he decides to leave school. 

It’s going to be interesting to see what McAllister plans to do at the end of 
this season. NHL teams will have certain interest in signing him if he is 
looking to turn pro. 
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TSN.CA / Canada bringing an abundance of skill, plenty of size to World 
Juniors 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN SportsCentre Reporter Mark Masters reports on the 2023 IIHF 
World Junior Championship. Team Canada defeated Team U Sports 3-2 
on Monday at the Avenir Centre in Moncton, N.B. After the game, 
Hockey Canada released 10 players and set the 22-man roster for the 
World Juniors.  

Team Canada will be able to make the opposition hurt on the scoreboard 
and in the corners at this year's World Juniors.  
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"It's a dynamic group," said Hockey Canada management group lead 
James Boyd. "We're flexible. We got a lot of skill, but we also got some 
size and strength." 

The skill is always there and this year it's amplified by the addition of 
three National Hockey League players in Seattle Kraken centre Shane 
Wright, Arizona Coyotes winger Dylan Guenther and Los Angeles Kings 
right-shot defenceman Brandt Clarke. And then there's the projected top 
two picks in the next draft in Regina Pats phenom Connor Bedard and 
fantastic freshman Adam Fantilli from the University of Michigan.  

But Canada's bottom six will also pack a punch.  

"We got lots of skill, but at the same time we want to have heaviness 
throughout our lineup," said director of player personnel Alan Millar. "We 
want to play fast. We want to play hard. We want to compete and put 
teams on their heels."   

"From our experience in August and last December, it's going to make a 
big difference," said Boyd. "Not only the size, but the fact our players, 
who are larger players, they can really move. They can close quickly and 
play within the boundaries. So, it's going to be a group where there's not 
much room out there." 

Seattle Thunderbird Reid Schaefer (6-foot-3, 213 pounds), Kelowna 
Rocket Colton Dach (6-foot-4, 196 pounds) and Kamloops Blazer 
Caedan Bankier (6-foot-2, 197 pounds) all earned forward spots at the 
selection camp this week.  

"Those are the players who really cemented their spot," Boyd confirmed. 

Meanwhile, 5-foot-9 Halifax Mooseheads forward Jordan Dumais, who 
leads the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League in scoring, was among 
the five forwards released on Monday. The 18-year-old, who scored a 
great goal in Sunday's game, will get another chance next year. Ditto for 
Mississauga Steelheads centre Owen Beck, who stands 6-foot, 185 
pounds.  

Button: 'Skill, speed and size, Canada can play any way they want' 

Connor Bedard and Adam Fantilli are just two of the names that stand 
out when looking at Canada's forward group. Craig Button explains why 
skill, speed and size will make the Canadian forwards very difficult to 
contain. 

--- 

Bankier is the one player to crack the final roster, who wasn't at the 
summer World Juniors in Edmonton or summer camp for 2023 hopefuls.  

"I wanted to be there," the Minnesota Wild third-round pick in 2021 said. 
"I saw a lot of my buddies go. I think it helped me in the long run, to be 
honest. Just used it like motivation and used it as a driving factor for the 
start of my season and ultimately leading into here." 

Bankier has scored 20 goals in 24 games. Only Bedard has scored more 
goals among those on Team Canada.  

"Ironically, the first time we started watching Bankier in the fall it was 
because of his two-way play and [being a] defensive specialist," Boyd 
revealed. "All the sudden, he's one of the hottest players in the CHL 
coming into camp. He's a big guy, who's smart and the coaches can 
trust. But he showcased his offensive abilities here as well." 

Bankier picked up two assists in Monday's game. He also scored a goal 
in Sunday's game.  

Bankier arrived at Canada's camp on a six-game point streak with 12 
points overall in that stretch.  

"I tried to work this summer on my lower-body strength and my skating. 
Trying to be more explosive and quick off the rush," the Surrey, B.C., 
native said. "That would be the one thing I would look at, but I think I've 
just become an all-around stronger player."  

Still, Bankier didn't truly believe the World Junior dream was realistic until 
last week.  

"When I finally saw my name on the selection camp roster, it kind of hit 
me that if I work hard enough it could work out," he said. "To be standing 
here talking to you about it, it's pretty awesome." 

When Bankier called his parents to tell them the news, his mom started 
to cry.  

"Unreal," he said. "Like, I can't even describe the feeling. You grow up 
watching the tournament and you want to be a part of it some day and for 
it to finally happen, It's crazy. It's surreal." 

---  

Dach has only played 14 games this season, which is the fewest among 
the CHL players to make Team Canada.  

"It's just resiliency," he said. "I've had some injuries and never really gone 
through adversity like that before so I'm pretty proud of myself for staying 
mentally strong." 

Dach sustained two concussions in less than a month at the start of the 
season. He leaned on his parents and older brother Kirby Dach, a centre 
with the Montreal Canadiens, for help. Kirby saw his own World Junior 
dream derailed when he got hurt on the eve of the 2021 bubble event in 
Edmonton.  

"He's been through some injuries. He helped me a lot," Colton said. "He's 
got a game tonight. I texted him quickly. He just said he's super proud of 
me."  

Kirby was in the NHL when he was named to Canada's World Junior 
roster. He was a slam dunk to make it. Colton, a second-round pick by 
Chicago in 2021, needed to prove himself.  

"Versatility," he said of the key. "I wanted to show that I can be a power 
forward, but also have that skill in tight." 

Mission accomplished.   

"Colton Dach is a predominantly skilled player, you know, with his club 
team in Kelowna," said Boyd. "He excels on the power play. I thought he 
was excellent in the power-forward role. We challenged Colton to bring 
those elements, like he's shown in the Blackhawks camp and at the 
summer camp, and I thought he did that really well." 

Dach on excitement for World Juniors: 'I can't wait for Boxing Day' 

Team Canada forward Colton Dach spoke on the nervous moments 
before he got the news he made the team, the advice he gets from his 
brother Kirby and how excited he is for the start of the World Juniors. 

--- 

Dach admitted that the wait to hear about the cuts was agonizing.  

"Me and my roommate, Reid Schaefer, we were both shaking the whole 
hour," he said. "And then you hear some knocks on the doors [in the 
hotel] and Reid came running and said, 'I hear them saying, 'Congrats!' 
So, we gave each other a big hug and then our door was next." 

"That was a time," Schaefer said with a sigh and a smile. "It was a full 
hour, we were just pacing back and forth in our hotel room, just fingers 
crossed. Both of us were pretty nervous, but when we were heard the 
news it was special." 

Scahefer has come a long way. He was an eighth-round pick in the 2018 
WHL draft. When did he know he could make this team?  

"That came when I got the camp invite," the 19-year-old from Edmonton 
said. "I'm a guy who can be a role player, play in the bottom six and 
provide energy and use my big frame to my advantage." 

Scahefer, the Oilers’ first-round pick (32nd overall) in July, is the heaviest 
player on Canada's roster and used that to his advantage at camp.  
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"He showcased his speed and his size and ability to get in on the 
forecheck," said Boyd, "and a really good stick that can disrupt plays. We 
want to keep some teams on their toes and he's a player who's able to 
do that."  

Schaefer believes he can be a role player to help Team Canada 

Reid Schaefer was an eighth round pick in the WHL Draft and now finds 
himself on the roster for Team Canada's World Junior squad. He says it's 
a dream come true and believes he can be a role player for this team. 

--- 

It's rare for Canada to cut returning players, but two guys who won gold 
in Edmonton were released on Monday.  

Acadie-Bathurst's Riley Kidney, who is from Halifax and hoped to wear 
the Maple Leaf in his hometown, was cut. The Montreal Canadiens 
prospect sustained an injury in the first period on Sunday and did not 
finish the game. He took the warmup on Monday, but ultimately couldn't 
play.  

Kidney only dressed in three games in the summer tournament and only 
took five shifts. So, despite his returning status, he still needed to earn a 
spot. The injury prevented him from staking a claim.  

"Unfortunately sometimes injuries are part of it," said Team Canada head 
coach Dennis Williams. "He gave it all to try and go out there and try to 
manage it. I don't know the extent of it, but courageous for him to give 
that a try." 

Winnipeg Ice defenceman Carson Lambos played in both selection-camp 
games, but simply got beat out by other options.  

"Extremely difficult and probably compounded by the fact he had a 
decent camp," said Boyd of the decision, "but the way we're going to 
assemble this team and our ideas for how we’re going to flesh out the 
roster, we just went in a different direction." 

Lambos played just one game at the summer tournament.  

Canada will still have eight returning players from the summer and 10 
with World Junior experience. Wright and Guenther played a couple 
games last December before the COVID cancellation. That experience 
will be an essential part of this year's team.  

"Experience and experience having success in the program too, which I 
think is key," said Boyd. "The players that returned from the National 
Hockey League, it's been nothing but a professional atmosphere and a 
workmanlike attitude. Not only are they coming back with experience, 
they're coming back with the right attitude and they're hungry."   

Team Canada GM Boyd breaks down 'dynamic, flexible' World Juniors 
roster 

Team Canada general manager James Boyd breaks down what stands 
out about the Canadian roster he helped choose for the 2023 World 
Juniors, and discusses some of the tough decisions he had to make to 
get the roster down to 22 players. 

--- 

Quebec's William Rousseau and Prince George's Tyler Brennan were 
the two goalies cut. Canada will go with Sarnia's Ben Gaudreau and 
Seattle's Thomas Milic, which is the same tandem from the 2021 under-
18 World championship in Dallas where Canada won gold.  

"It was definitely a difficult decision," said Boyd. "Track record does play 
into it." 

---  

Team Canada roster for the 2023 World Juniors 

Forwards (13) 

8 Caedan Bankier 

16 Connor Bedard* 

17 Colton Dach  

14 Zach Dean  

19 Adam Fantilli  

21 Nathan Gaucher* 

11 Dylan Guenther*  

20 Zack Ostapchuk*  

7 Brennan Othmann* 

9 Joshua Roy*  

12 Reid Schaefer 

10 Logan Stankoven*  

15 Shane Wright*  

Defence (7) 

2 Nolan Allen  

5 Brandt Clarke  

24 Ethan Del Mastro* 

4 Tyson Hinds 

25 Kevin Korchinski 

27 Jack Matier 

3 Olen Zellweger* 

Goalies (2) 

29 Ben Gaudreau  

1 Thomas Milic  

*Previous World Junior experience  

Team Canada cuts at the selection camp:  

Forwards (5) 

Owen Beck  

Zachary Bolduc 

Jordan Dumais 

Ryan Greene 

Riley Kidney  

Defence (3) 

Evan Nause  

Carson Lambos  

Ethan Samson 

Goalies (2) 

Tyler Brennan  

William Rousseau 
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Travis Yost 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs are 8-0-2 in their past 10 games, and that win-
loss record matches the domination witnessed on the ice. 

Toronto routinely looks the quicker and more composed side right now, 
taking it to opponents on a nightly basis. Any time a talented team in a 
big market like Toronto catches fire, you know the question that follows: 
Are they the best team in hockey? 

Calgary Flames head coach Darryl Sutter made that argument before 
their Saturday night matchup, observing that Toronto – at least in recent 
weeks – has outplayed every other team in the standings. 

One of the fascinating parts of an 82-game regular season is it forces us 
to recalibrate what we think about players and teams multiple times over 
a six-month stretch. Sutter is correct that Toronto has accumulated the 
most points in the standings in the past few weeks, but does that make 
the Leafs better than a Boston Bruins team that has outplayed them over 
the duration of the season? 

When I’m trying to gauge how teams have played season-to-date versus 
how they are playing right now, I like to look at margin of victory over a 
rolling 10-game sample. It allows you to measure the recency of a team's 
quality of play while being sensitive to impactful changes in the short 
term, like lineup changes resulting from injuries or player transactions. 

When paired with a full season of data that is less sensitive to the 
volatility we know exists in hockey, you can get a very good feel for a 
team’s performance. 

To Sutter’s point, there is a good argument the Maple Leafs are playing 
the best hockey right now. The below table shows, by conference, which 
teams have led (and trailed) by net goal differential over 10-game 
samples. 

In the Eastern Conference, you have seen three clear leaders and two 
clear laggards. 

The Boston Bruins came out of the gate roaring, passing the baton of 
clubhouse leader to the New Jersey Devils for a stretch through the 
month of November. But over the past few weeks, the Maple Leafs have 
leapfrogged the Devils in terms of domination factor, though those 
numbers are still quite close. Toronto has absolutely turned up the heat. 

Over this 10-game sprint, the Maple Leafs are outscoring opponents 36 
to 19 (+17). 

For the cellar dwellers, it’s been a two-horse race, with the Columbus 
Blue Jackets getting annihilated early and often, paving the way for the 
Philadelphia Flyers to follow suit. 

What about out West? How many teams have been able to make the 
case they have played the best hockey at some point this season – 
similarly, how many teams have an argument for worst in the 
conference? 

Take your pick between parity or volatility, but the Western Conference 
has seen much more jockeying, relatively speaking, than the Eastern 
Conference. 

The Vegas Golden Knights came storming out of the gates and still hold 
the top seed but have played mediocre hockey (5-5-0 in the past 10 
games) of late. Vegas cooling off a bit has paved the way for a handful of 
other teams – the Seattle Kraken, Winnipeg Jets, and Dallas Stars – to 
chase their conference lead. 

Turning an eye to the draft lottery race, keep an eye on the Chicago 
Blackhawks. We expected the Blackhawks to struggle this season, a 
year that saw them push into a deep rebuild, and more trades may be 
coming. Head coach Luke Richardson had Chicago fighting a bit in 
October, but the past two months have seen the Blackhawks routinely 
blown off the ice. At one point in November, Chicago’s average margin of 
victory was -2.4 goals per game. 

Bringing this back to Toronto for a moment. Yes, Sutter may have a point 
– Toronto is really dominating games like an elite team tends to do right 
now. But Toronto’s claim is one that a handful of other teams around the 
league could have made at different points of the season. 

To achieve this level of dominance over a short-term stretch qualifies you 
as a good team. Being able to sustain this level of play over the duration 
of a season? That’s Stanley Cup-calibre play. Come March, we will have 
a much better understanding of the small group of teams capable of 
winning it all. 
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